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IJIABA 1

BEPA

Spkas BCIBIIKA, YTO KAKABIM pa3 npeasemiaia Bocxor Pu-
KJIaJla, MOIIIHOW BOJIHOW MPOHECach MO Bcell OeckpaiiHell paB-
HuHe Apto-Popra. Ho Ha cell pa3 yTpo He TPUHECIO HUYEero XO-
poIIIero.

Jlepon B3OpOrHysna, U TOTYAC kK€ Ha HEE HABAIAJIACH BCS
TSKECTh mpousorniennero. OTKpeIBaTh Ia3a HE XOTEJIOCh: YK
CJIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO OHA MIOHUMAJIA, TJie HAXOIUTCS ¥ UTO YBUJIUT,
e/IBa MOBEpHET ToJIoBY. Buepa oHa moTepsiia JIydlllero apyra,
a BepHee, OTHOTO U3 BCEro-TO JIBYX JIpy3eid, KOTOphie Y Hee Obl-
nu. U cefiuac 6e3ApIXaHHOE TeJI0 DJIaIbl JIEKaIO Ha HEOOIBIION
KpOBaTH MPsIMO 3a €€ CIIMHOW, B KaOuHeTe BepXOBHOro rub-
na. IleBouka 3acHyjia MPsSMO 3[€Ch, CHAS HAa XOJIOTHOM IIOJTY.
OHa croTHy/Ia KOMOK B TOpJIE M TUXO B3[I0XHYJIA, HAITPSIKEHHO
MIPUCITYIIMBAsICh. XOTh Obl HEOOJIBIIION MOPOX, XOTh OBl YCIIbI-
maTth cJ1adoe ApixaHue 3a cmHor. Ho Bee TimeTHo. BMecTo aToro
JIO yIlIeH JIEBOYKHU JOHECCS IITyM Jlarepsi paHeHbIX, YTO pacIosio-
JKUJICS HETIONAJIEKy OT 34aHMS BOJIKA.

Bcero cyTku Hazajg otrpeMenio cpaxenue Ha Pukiazge, u ns
6e30MmacHOCTH ObLJIO MPUHSATO pellleHue TIePEeBO3UTh BCEX paHe-
HBIX TIofajbie ot nons 0os. He 3Hana eme Mmnepus, dyto Ha-



crosias 6eaa yaapuiia o HuM co criuHbl. He BeHepa u ee Bon-
HBI, He caM Kopoinb Tupo yomnu BepxoBHOro rusibaa, XpaHure-
JIl BCeX TPaJULIMiA M 3HAaHUK OECCMEpTHBIX, a CaMO3BaHell, 3a-
HABIIME Mipecto Puknana. ['paiissH. OT BocmoMUHAHMI 00 3TOM
uckpe y Jlepoii 3ampoxany ryObl, © OHa HAKOHEII-TO OTKPbUIA
rna3a. He6o Hax Apro-®Poprom ceromgHst 06emano mpeKkpacHbli
COJIHEYHBIH JeHb, TAK HE COUYETAIOLIUICS C TATOTUBIIEH ee cepil-
ue yrparou. IHTepecHo, Bce yxe 3HAT? A ecly 3HAI0T, TO Kak
OHM OTpearupoBajiv Ha 3T0? beccMepTHbIE HUKOIIa HE BOCIIPU-
HUMaJIM DJUIaj1y BCepbe3, MOKHO JIa)kKe CKa3aTh, YTO OHU OTHOCH-
JIMCh K IIECTHAAATUIETHEH JIEBYIIIKE C MpeHeOpeKeHneM, Be/lb
OHa He Obl1a HacTosIIel 6eCCMEepPTHOM.

Jleno B ToM, 4TO OHa KOrjaa-To ObLIa 3BE3[I0M — CTPaHHBIM
U CTpAlllHBIM CO3JIaHMEeM, KOTOPOMY HE XBaTWJIO BHYTPEHHHX
CHUJT OOPECTH CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO JIyITy U KOTOPOE B OTMECTKY
3amyThIBAJIO M TyOuo aynm apyrux. Ho Dinaga xortena sxuThb.
ZKuth no-HacToslileMy, a MOTOMY OTHsLIa YacTh QYU Y OIHOU
U3 CUJIbHEWINNX OECCMEPTHBIX CBOETO BpeMeHU. TpymaHO mpej-
CTaBHTh, HO Jlake Tocie nepexkurtoro yxaca CenprHa, Ta Oec-
CMepTHas1, He yOusa IeBOUKY, a BbIPACTUIIA KaK CECTpy M Jaxe
Jana et ceoe uMms. M Beab Ta cymena Jokaszarb, 4TO JOCTOMHA
3TOTO: BCIO )U3Hb BoeBasa paau Vimnepuu, 3amuiana ee, eJ1uH-
CTBEHHas OTIPaBUJIACh Ha Moucku Jlepoii, Oputa u3dpana Bep-
XOBHBIM T'tJIbJOM. U Takas riymnas CMEpPTh — HE CyMeJIa CAepKaThb
ce0s1 1 Opocuiia BeI30B ['paiisiHy, 3a UTO U MOTUIATUIIAC.

Jlepoii o6epHyach K aeByiike. HUKTO He JT00WIT ee pH Ku3-



HH, HO BCE ke yOMICTBO BEepXOBHOIO T'Mjibjia — 9TO HACTOSIIIUI
yaap ajis Bceir Mnepuu; 3T0 yke He HaMeK, a IpsIMoe 3asiBjie-
HUE 0 TOM, UTO ['paiisiH He noraauT HuKoro. Hamexk nis Hee, 11t
Jlepoii. [leBouka cHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAIA, KaK pa3ropaercsi BHYT-
pu THeB Ha Bcex U Bcsl. Ha I'paiisiHa, KOTOpBIA Tak MPOCTO YHU-
YTOXWJI JOPOTOrO el YeioBeKa; Ha OECCMEPTHBIX, KOTOPHIE JI0-
MYCTUJIM, YTOOBI MPOCTOM MCKpa 3aXBaTWUJ MX CTPaHy, M CUe-
JIM CIIOXKA PYKM; HAa AJUIEKpPHC, U3-32 KOTOPOW BCE M HAYAOCh.
XoTenoch Kpu4aTh Ha HUX, YAAPUTh KaK MOXHO CHUJIbHEE, Clie-
JaTh Tak OOJIBHO, Kak ObLI0 O0IBHO DIaje, KOraa ee MPOTKHYIN
HACKBO3b OTPABJIEHHON BEHEPUAHCKOU CTaNIbl0, HO OT OTYASsIHUS
OHA He MOIJIa U3/aTh HU 3ByKa. Besib, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BO BCEM
ciyduBlIeMcsl BUHoBaTa cama Jlepoid. 1o Benp oHa — Co3pa-
TeJIb, HECYIIVIA OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 MUP, 9TO OHA JOJKHA OblIa
CIIeIUTh 3a BCEM, OHa He yOeperia pyra. Bece u3-3a ee! U Beap
€CJIM yMpET OHa cama, TO CJIeJOM MOTUOHYT U BCe Te, KTO ellle
ocraics xuB. Kak Obl HU OblIa ceifuac 371a Ha Bech Mup Jlepoid,
OHa He MorJia NoTepsATh AJIEKpUC, WK Manbiiia ButepHa, win
[ammy. DTO OBUT KECTOKUH YPOK JIJIs ICBOYKH: OHA JOJI)KHA, Ha-
KOHEll, MepecTaTh BalSTh Jypaka U pa3BieKaTbCs, a HAUaTh Jie-
JIaTh TO, 151 Yero Jiuiaga v BepHyJia ee B mnepuio. OHa qomk-
Ha HAWTH CBOW OTOHb M HAa4aTh OOPOThCs. BOpOThCS 3a Beex Tex,
3a KOro 60poJsiach jiaja, TOJIbKO YTOOB KOPOTKasl )KU3Hb JApyra
u ee xeprBa He npomnanu 3ps. U torga... O, Torna ['paiisH 3a-
TUIATUT eif 3a Bce. [leBouka Jlaxe cierka yablOHy/Iach, HO YIIbIO-
Ka 3Ta BhIILTa 6e3yMHOM. Wiest o cinaskoil MecT mpuIaBaiy ei



PElIMMOCTH.

C stumu mbiciasvu Jlepoit Hania B ceOe CUJTBI TIOMHATHCS
¢ nona. Ho ¢ yero xe Hayath? UToOBI HE OTBJIEKATHCS HA TPYCT-
HbI€ MBICJIH, IEBOYKA BHIIIUIA U3 3JI0MOJYYHON KOMHATbI, BHYT-
peHHe U3BUHSSACH niepe] ApyroM. Kak Oyaro ta He XoTesna, 4ToObl
Jlepoii 6pocaina ee ogHy. OTHAKO BCe 9TO, KOHEUHO, OBLJIO TITyTIO-
CTBIO: JICBOYKA HE YyBCTBOBAJIA MPHUCYTCTBUSI HUKAKOTO CO3HA-
HUS B KaOMHeTe BepXoBHOro ruiipaa, KpoMe CBOEro, a 3HauuT,
Annaga adCOMOTHO TOYHO ObUIa MepTBa. Ycunuem Bou Jlepoit
3arepsia re-To ITyOOKO BHYTPH BCIO 00Jb ¥ 3710CcTh. OfiHA OHA
He cripaBuTcs. HykHa MOMOIIb, HY)KHBI HaJIe)KHbIE COIO3HUKH,
KOTOpbIe Obl MOMOIIIM JIeBOUKe coBiaaath ¢ ['paiisnom. Kro-To
CWJIbHBIH, KTO Obl HAIPABUII €€, CKa3aJl, YTo ei JesiaTh.

[NepBast MbICIIb Ka3a/1aCh OYEBUAHOMN: HY KOHEYHO, CTOMJIO TIO-
3BaTh Ha TIOMOIIb ['aMMy 1 ocTaibHBIX. BeccMepTHbIe ¢ ux ap-
MUSIMHU — 3TO MOUCTUHE HertoOenumasi cuia. Ho mymny yxe gaBHO
IPbI3 YEPBSYOK COMHEHHsI: HUKTO HE TPUIIeNT Ha MoMolbh Pu-
KJIaay B TOH OWTBE, U CoJgaTtaM 3Be3[bl MPUIILIOCh CAMHUM OT-
OuBaTbcs OT Beeil moiu KonoHuid Benepol. He 6bu10 6eccmept-
HbIX Ha Apro-PopTe u ceituac, HUKTO He yTemian Jlepoit u gaxe
He TIPUIIEIT TPOBEPUTh, BCE JIM C Hell B Mopsiake. Tak B ueM xe
neno? ['me Ta mpemaHHOCTH ¥ JII0OOBL K Co3/1aTeno, 0 KOTOpOM
el TBepawId BCe, KOTrAa OHa TOJbKO TpuObLia ciona? Ceitvac
3aech ObuTH Julb ButepH, kotoporo Jlepoii HUKOraa Obl He 1M0-
IpoCUjIa BOEBaTh, Belb MaJbuMIIKe ObUIO BCErO TPU roaa, ja
Anna Mapwusi, kotopast OblTa 3aHsATa paHEHBIMU U Yoce crienana



it immeprm OostbIiie, yeM KTo Obl TO HU ObLI0, 1a Kuap, Koto-
peiid... A Beap TouHO: Kuap, kakum Obl BLICOKOMEPHBIM OH HH
ObLJ1, Bceraa ObLI 3/1eCh, BCEr/1a MOMOTaJl IEBOYKE M COBEPLIEHHO
TOYHO MMeEJI CBOIO apMUIO Ha XOJIOJHOM U cymepedyHoM CTHuKce.

Jlepoii 6erom ormpaBuiachk Ha noucku Kuapa, B ymax otaa-
BAJIOCh I'POMBIXaHHE COOCTBEHHBIX CarloT, YAAPSBIIMXCS O TIaf-
KM KEJIThIA MpaMop IIUT. [ToMoIp KOro-To B3pocsioro, OmbIT-
Horo ObUta Tak HyxkHa eil. [locne cmepru Drutajpl OHA JUIIM-
JIach €JMHCTBEHHOM OMOPHI M OPUEHTHPA B UyXKIOM el Mupe Oec-
CMEpTHBIX, U TeTleph IEBOYKA YYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 aOCOMOTHO Oec-
TIOMOIITHOM ¥ Oe33aIuTHOM. AX, ecii Obl OHa C CaMOTro Havasa
Jeiasia BCe Kak HaJo, MOJ PYKOBOJACTBOM HACTaBHMIIbI, C TOJ-
JepKKOU ipyra, To ['paiisiH yxe 1aBHO ObLT Obl TOBEpXkeEH. A Te-
nepb oHa onHa. CoBcem ogHa. Ecim Obl TONBKO MCKpPBI 3HAIH,
YTO BCE 9TH Oe[IbI CITYYMIIUCH 10 BHHE JIepoii, To OHU Obl, HaBep-
HOE. ..

Ho Tyt Ha BXO#e B 3haHME IOKa3alach BbICOKas (purypa
B cTayibHBIX Jocriexax. Kuap! Jlepoit 6erom Gpocuiack K Hemy
¥ HE 3aMeTHIa, KaKUM HampsoKeHHBIM Clesasncs B3rsaa Oec-
CMEPTHOI'O MPU BUJIE KOPOJIEBHI.

— Muneau, — OCTOPOKHO Hauas OH, CJe/sl 3a KaX/bIM ee JIBU-
KEHHeM, — UYTO-HUOY/Ib CITyIUIOCh?

Bonipoc Beepr Jlepon B crynop. OHa, pemus, 4To TOT W3-
JieBaeTcsl, HaBepHoe, Obl pacruiakasach, eciim Obl OeccMepTHbIE
B MPUHIIMIIE MOIJIH Tulakatb. Ho BMecTo 3TOro oHa B3siia ceOst
B PYKH ¥ ITTyOOKO B3/IOXHYJIA.



— Jla. Bce o4eHb I10X0, — YECTHO NIpU3HaIach oHa. — ['paiisH
yXe TIOKa3aJl, YTO FTOTOB TeMepb OTKPHITO YOMBATH OECCMEPTHBIX.
JIio6oro, KTO BCTaHET Ha ero myTu. borock, 4To Terepbh OH Hay-
HET JeVCTBOBATh U T€ U3 BAC, KTO MOAJEPKUBAECT MEHs, B OIlac-
HOCTHU, — KaK MOXHO 0o0Jiee YeTKO MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA, CTApasiCh
MOKa3aTh CBOU CEepbe3Hble HaMepeHUus. — $l CTObKO BpeMeHU
3ps nmoTepsiia. Hano mefictBoBaTh, M Kak MOXHO ObicTpee. ...
MHe HyxHa nomoib, Kuap. — TyT rosoc ee npeaareyibcku 3a-
apoxan. — W s mpocTo He 3Halo, YTO JesiaTh, 3a UTO B3ATHCSA
B [IEPBYI0 Ouepe/ib. Thl Hy:KeH MHE, TBOU OMbBIT, U CUJIbI, U APMHUSI.
Bce ocrasibHbIe cOe)au Ky/ia-10, OTBEPHYJIUCH OT MEHS.

My>x4rHa BHUMATEJILHO BBICIYIIIAJ 9Ty COMBYMBYIO peub, CO-
XpaHsis Bce BpeMsl XOJIOMHOe U 0e3yyacTHOe BhIpaKEHHE JIUIIA.
IloTom OH 100 MOITYAIL.

— [poriry Te6s1, — ymossomie nporrentania Jlepoit. — Xots Obl
CKaXM MHE, C YEro HauaTh.

Kuap B310XHYyJ1, B3IOXHYJ TaK, Kak Oy/ITO JeBOYKa Obia Ka-
KUM-HHUOYIb HA PEAKOCTh HAJJOS/IJTMBHIM HACEKOMBIM.

— Ckazarp-TO 51 BaM CKaxy, — Hadas oH. — Hajo HaiiTh OroHs.
DTO Bbl YK€ CHbILIAIA MHOTO pa3. — OH JeJOBUTO MOIpPaBUI
JUITMHHBINA CHIHE-3eJIeHbIH TJ1aIll, TOILKO YTOOBl He cMOoTpeTh Jle-
poil B r1a3a. — Kpome TOro, xouay COOOIIHUTH, YTO COIO3HUKU
He OpocuiM Bac: OHHM Bce ObUTM pa3OMTHI, IOKA apMusi BeHeps
IIPOpPbIBAJIACH K CTONIMIIE. BeHepuaHcKue YepHble APAKOHbI — 3TO
CHJIa, C KOTOPOW MPUXOJUTCSI CUUTATHCS, — KaK Obl MEK/IY MPO-
YUM 3aMEeTUJI OH. — YTO ke KacaeTcs IMoMOoIIH. .. Mos rocroxa.



$1 GeckoHeyHO MpesiaH BaMm, 3T0 Tak. U s1 HM B KOeM cltydae He OT-
peKaroch OT JaHHBIX BaM KJISITB, PABHO KaK U Bce ocTajbHbie. Ho,
KaK ¥ OHH, 51 BBIHYKJICH CKa3aTh «HET».

Jlepoii ocronbeHena, He Bepsi CBOMM YIIIaM.

— Bupaure 1, BBl ¢ caMOro Havyasia JaJiy MOHSITh, YTO LIEHH-
Te ApyxkO0y AJeKpuc OOoJbIIe Hallled. A TIOCTAeqHsIs U3 HAaC, KTO
OTKPBITO MOMOTajl BaM, 3aKOHUMJIA XU3Hb OYEHb MYYUTENILHO;
OJIHAKO CIIPOCUTh MBI € 00 9TOM YK€ He CMOXKeM, [TOTOMY 4TO
OHA JIEXUT ceilyac HaBepxy. — OH yKazajn B3DJISIIOM Ha KaOW-
HeT BepxoBHOTO rusiba. — Bel UM B 9TOT MUP, YTOOHI T10-
MOYb BCEM HaM. Oue6uoH0, 9YTO CAMU MbI 3Ty TTPOOJIEMY PEIIUTh
HE CMOXeEM, a CJIe/IOBaTeNIbHO, BaM Kak pa3, Ha000OpOT, COBJIAIaTh
c I'paiisiHoM U ero TeHsMU BIOJIHE TOA CUITYy. S TOTOB mpeasio-
KHUTh BaM CBOIO BEPHOCTb U CITYXKOY... MOCJIe TOTO KaK MOiMY,
YTO MOEH KM3HU U KU3HM MOETO Hapoja HUYTO HE YrpoKaer.
Cnacu60 3a noHuMaHue. — Yl oH ygayiuiics, JTuiib IpoIiesiecTesn
HaJl yxoM Jlepoil ero AJIMHHbBIN KOXKaHBIH TUIAILL.

JleBouKa Tak M OCTalach CTOSITh KaK BKOMAHHAsI, TPOAOJIKASI
CMOTpPETh Ha TO MeCTO, IJIe TOJIBLKO UTo ObUT Knap. Ynomunanue
0 ee BUHE B CMEPTH Jpyra CHOBA 3aCTaBUJIO cepille OOle3HeH-
HO ckaTbesl. 3aueM OH Tak? OgHako B ocTajibHOM Jlepoi HuKak
HE OTpearupoBaja Ha 3TO MpeaaTesbCTBO, U JAKe cama yAUBU-
JIaCh TOMY, HACKOJIBKO €ii ObLIO BCe paBHO. JI0JKHO OBITh, ee Iy-
mia OblIa yKe Tak UCTOILEHA, YTO IeBOYKAa He YyBCTBOBAJIA, Ka-
KeTcs, Hmaero BoooOie. Eif mpocTto OpUI0 Bee paBHO: pa3yM cam
cOOOM HACTPOWMJICS Ha 1IeJTh, 2 OCTAJIBHOE OBLIO HEBAKHO.



— TlonoHOK, — OTUETIMBO MPOM3HECHA JIEBOYKa B IYCTOTY,
TOJIBKO YTOOBI HEMHOT'O OTBECTH Iy ¥ TIO3JI0Pa/ICTBOBATh. XO-
11 Knapa mMoxHO ObU10 NOHATh. HUKOMY He Xodercst ymuparthb
3a Jpyroro.

Ona eme pa3 mIyOOKO B3JOXHYNA. MbIciu ObUIM SICHBIMHU
Y TOYHBIMH, HO TEKJIM MeJIIEHHO. XOTeJIOCh yNacTb Ha KPOBaTh
¥ JIeXaTh TaK CyTKU HAIpOJeT.

Jlepoii BcTpsixHyJa TOJIOBOM, MBITAasiCh paclleBeIUTh ceOsl.
Hymartb, padortath, nenarb! Bosblile HUKAKOrO OTIbIXa — OHA
¥ TaK y’Ke OTpaTuia JparolieHHbIe HECKOJIBKO HeJleJIb HEU3BECT-
HO Ha 4yrto. Celiyac rinaBHoe — nu30aBUThCs OT ['paiisiHa, — BHYT-
pU BHOBb MOTEIUIENO OT MPEABKYIIEHUS] MECTH, — a YTOObI 13-
0aBUTHCS OT HEro, HYyXHO yOpaTh TeHeil. Ho kak 310 cienats?
Eii HyXHBI ObLTH COIO3HUKH, HYKEH OBbLTT KTO-TO, KTO C/IEJIaeT BCE
TaK, Kak oHa ckaxeT. [JoO6poBonbiibl. VICKpHI, JaBIIue KISTBY
CIIyKUTb €M U 3aiuiarh ee. OHU, BO3MOXHO, IIOMOT'YT.

Ho kak ¢ Humu cBsizarbesi? [TucbMO COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO Tie-
pexBarAT. MpIC/IM B TOJIOBE MPULIUIM B JIBUKEHUE, BCE BHYTPU
HAIpsIIOCh, YCTPEMUBIINCH K JOCTUKEHUIO OIHOW-ETMHCTBEH-
HOW LesW. DJUlaia BpoJe KaK-TO OTIpaBIsia TaillHbIe MMHAChMA,
HO Kak ¥ C MOMOIIIBIO Yero OHa jienaja 31o, Jlepoil B cBoe Bpe-
M He cripocuia. KoHeuHo, oHa Bee eme Morya gorHars Kuapa
¥ y3HaTh y Hero. K uepTty ropnoctsb — Ternepsb e yxe He 10 TOro.
310 Obl1a HETLIOXas MbIC/Ib, HO BCE ke HaJ0 ObUIO HAWTH YTO-TO
nonpoite. [loHanexHee.

BuesanHo Jlepoil BcnoMHMIJICSA TIapeHeK ¢ OTpyOJIeHHOW HO-



roii, KOTOPOro OHa BUJENA ellle B majiaTe jekapeu Ha Pukia-
ne. Tyt xxe B CO3HaHMU JEBOYKM BCIUIBLIM Y)KAaCHblE MIHOBE-
HUSL: 3BYKU B3PIBOB CHAPYX KU U TOITHOTBOPHBIH, TSKEJIBIH 3amax
BMecTe ¢ Oeraloiumu Tyaa-cloa cecTpaMy BHYTpHU aTpa. AH-
Ha Mapwus roBopuiia, 4To MaJIbUMIIKa — OJUH U3 JOOPOBOJIBIIEB
Bpojie O6b1. CTasio ObITH, OH ceituac JomkeH ObTh Ha ApTo-Dopre,
B Jlarepe 11s1 paHeHbIX. [leBovyka cHOBa modexana, Ho He Ha Y-
1y, a K ce0e B KOMHATy, YToObl B3sTh 1Jianl. Ceituac OHa HUKOMY
HE MOIJIa JIOBEPATH, Jaxke JOOPOBOJIbIIaM, a IOTOMY HaJI0 OBLIO
HPOSIBJISTh OCTOPOKHOCTb.

B BanHoii Jlepoii Haiia my3bIipek, yOUpaiolmuid CBeueHue,
U meapo oomuia cedsi ¢ HOT /10 ToyoBbl. JKUIKOCTh co3/1aBania
JIETKUI HAJIET, KOTOPBIN U MpaBa AeJiaj CUsSHUAE €€ TeJla U BOJIOC
MeHee 3aMeTHbIM. OJJHaKO IJ1a3a MPOIOJIKAIU SPKO CBETUThHCS.
«B rnaza He UTh: s MpoOOBajIa», — IIACKJIA HA/IITUCh, CIICJIaHHAS
OBICTPBHIM KOPSIBBIM [TOYEPKOM HACTABHUIIBL. DTO HOBOE HATIOMHU-
HaHue 3acTaBuiIoO JIepoil MOMOPIIUTECS 1 OBICTPO YOPaTh IMy3bl-
pek ¢ a3 gonoit. Jlocrarouno! Hamo 3a0biTh Ha BpeMst 00 3TOM
¥l C/IeNaTh TO, YTO HA/I0 OBLIO C/IeNaTh JaBHO.

HakunyB Ha ceOs1 JyimHHBI TU1a, Jlepoii BeiOekana u3 KoMm-
HATBl ¥ HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJIACh C AJIIEKpUC, KOTOpasi B Hepe-
HIATEIBHOCTH 3aMepa y ABEPH.

— Oii, a 51 Kak pas... — HETIPUBBIYHO POOKO Havaja OHa, Tpe-
BOKHO OIJISIIbIBAS C HOT /10 ToJ10BbI Jlepoit. — Thl Kak, AepKHUIIIb-
ca?

— o kpaiiHeit Mepe, s K1Ba, a 3HAYUT, YYBCTBYIO ceOs1 Tyd-



1€ MHOTUX, — MPSAMO OTO3BaJlach Ta, XOJOAHO IVIAASA Ha Je-
BOUKY, HO TMIOTOM CMsAr4miach. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, y Hee Tenepb
HE OCTaJIOCh HUKOTO, KpoMe AJUTeKpHC. A Ta XOTb U OblIa TIpe-
CTYIIHMKOM B IPOIIJIOM, HO BU€pa cracia coTHU Aerer Pukia-
Ja OT HEMUHYEMOW CMEpTH, a TIOTOM €Ile U MPOrHaja apMUIO
Benepsl, mocnas cBoero oTna Kynaa nogaisiie. — Cracuoo tede.
AJekc, s BYepa Tak U He ckazaia... S1... Ecnu Obl He Thl, Bue-
pa Obl ymepiu ertie Thicsiuu. [IpocTy, 4To BeIHYaMIIa TeOs 1e1aTh
MOIO padoTy.

AJutekpuc cMyTHIach, HO Jlepon 3ameTnsa Koe-4ro ele B ee
roayObIX, KaK JIBa Tomasa, riaszax. 1 neno 6pu10 naxke He B TOM,
yro Osaroaaps cuiie Co3aaTesnst OHa XOpOILO YyBCTBOBAJIA UyKO€E
CO3HaHMe U HacTpoeHue. [IpocTo 3a roasl 3HaKOMCTBA OHA U3Y-
YWIa MOAPYTY JOCKOHAJIBHO, U cenvac AJUIEKPUC SIBHO YTO-TO
CKpbIBaja. YTO-TO IphI3JIO €€ U3HYTPH, 3aCTaBJIsAsl CHOBA M CHOBA
OTBOJMTb B3IV,

— Yt0-TO HE TaK? — MOAO3pUTENBHO Hauasa Jlepoil, HO AeBOY-
Ka OBICTPO MOKavaja roJI0BOM.

— Her, npocro... [Ipocro MHe o4eHb kaiib TeOs1, BOT U BCe. —
AJLIeKpHC TPYCTHO YJIbIOHYJIACh.

Ecnu 6wl Jlepoii y3Hanma mpasay o ToM, 4To DJUiajia Bee elne
’KMBa, TO HABEPHsKA Obl OpPOCHIA BCE U MPUHSIACH CKATh TPO-
TUBOSIIME. A UMEHHO 3Toro u Oosuicss Kuap, moj ctpaxom cmep-
TU 3alpPeTUBIINIA AJUIEKPUC TOBOPUTH YTO-1MO0 00 3TOM. Bec-
CMEPTHBII HAJESUICS] TAKMM KECTOKMM 00pa3oM MOTHBHPOBATh
Jlepoii, u 310, Kak OBl y)KacHO HU 3By4aso, padorano. OHa yxe



TOYHO 3HAJA, YTO XOUeT OTOMCTUTH [ 'paiisiHy, u Opocuia Bce
CBOM CWJIbI Ha JJOCTHKEHUE ITOU 1eJv. A ecyiu Jlepou xorena ye-
r0-TO, TO OHA MOJyYasia TO JOOBIMU METOAMH.

Ho naxe ecnu Obl AJIIeKpUC 1IEHOM KU3HU pellia yCIoKo-
UTb TIOJIPYTY, TO, CKOPEe BCEro, JIMIIMIA Obl DIUIaAy MOCIETHETO
miaHca. Kto 3Haer, Ha Kakue eme kepTBbl roToB noutu Kuap!
JleBouKa yxe TOUHO peruia st cedsl, 9To cama HaiaeT MpoTH-
BOsI/IME, TOJIBKO YTOOBI HE BUJIETh, KaK cTpajaet ee npyr. Kpome
TOro, el Mo-CBoeMy ObUIO Xaslb U DJUIaly, TaK IIYNO MOTepsIB-
LIYIO CBOIO €IMHCTBEHHYIO KOPOTKYIO KHU3Hb.

Jlepoii e1ie HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/[] UCTIBITYIOLIE CMOTpesia Ha AJl-
JIEKPUC, HO TIOTOM pacciabieHHO KMBHYIA!

— He mens Hano xanethb, AJieKkc, — U yIjia 10 HalpaBJIeHUIO
K BBIXOJY.

EnBa cnpbirHYB Ha JKECTKYIO CMHE-3€JIEHYIO TpaBy, JI€BOYKa
OBICTPO HaKWHYJA HA TOJIOBY KAITIOIIOH: HUKTO HE JOMKEH BU-
JeTh €€ SIHTAPHBIX, CBETSIMXCS, KAK 3aKaTHOE COJHIIE, IJIa3.
Heno B ToM — u Jlepout 310 y)€ XOpPOLIO BbIyYWJIa, — YTO JIIO-
001 He3HaKOMeIl y3HaBal ee TYT ke, KaK TOJbKO BUJEJ 3TH IJ1a-
3a, CJIOBHO OBl €ro y4wjid 3TOMY C JeTcTBa. Takoe BOCXHIIe-
HUE Ka3aJI0Ch €l HEBEPOSATHO CTPAHHBIM, CJIOBHO OKpYJKalollIye
HE 3aMedald, Kak HeJerno BerAnesno camo jmno Cosparend,
MIOXOJMBIIIETO HA JIEPEBEHCKYIO JOSAPKY. B3aepHyThI HOC-Kap-
TOIIKA, YChIITAHHBIN, KaK Y IMyXJIble IIIEKH, CBETJIBIMU BECHYIIIKA-
MU, U iepoartast yiapiOKa, KoTopasi, Kak Ka3anoch camont Jlepoid,
1 Opocanach B IJ1a3a NMepBbIM AeIoM. Bripouem, oHa yke ycrena



TIOHSITH, YTO JIMIIEMEPHE OTHIONb He ObUIO UYXKI0 OeCCMEPTHBIM,
a 3HAYMT, HACYET CBOEr0 BHEIIIHErO BU/A JIEBOUKA TMEpekUBaia
HE BIYCTYIO.

Omna Haluia napeHbpka MpakTUYECKH cpasy ke: TOT, TOHYPUB-
IIUCh, CUJES HAa OIHOM W3 pa3OpOCAHHBIX IO CTEMU BaJTYHOB
Y OIUPAJICSl Ha KPUBOU KOCTBLJIb, TTPECTABIISBIIMIA COOOW Hai-
JICHHYIO B JIeCY JUIMHHYIO MaJKy. [lamatouHslil jarepb, Hamosm-
HEHHBIN CTOHAMU PaHEHbIX U PaJJOCTHBIMHU BO3IJIACAMU TeX, KTO
OCTaJICSI B JKMBBIX, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE CYIIIECTBOBAJI JIJIs1 TIAPEHbKA.

Jlepoii oTkanisiach, MpuBJIeKasi BHUMaHUE JI0OPOBOJIBIIA.

— D, noMHuUIb MeHsA? MbI ¢ MofIpyroi ObLTM TOrJa B IIAT-
pe. — OHa pemia cpasdy nepeiTu K aeiy. — Thl U3 MJIaJIIero
oTpsiia 100poBosbIeB, na? Kak Teds 30ByT?

— Yxomu, — MpadHO OpOCHJI eif mapeHb, He 000paunBasichb. —
HE 3aMHTEePECOBAH B 3HAKOMCTBAX C MUIIAIUMH 10 JJ0OPOBOJIb-
1[aM JIeBYOHKaMHU, SICHO?

Jlepoii naxke HEMHOTO OIeNInIa OT TAKON Pe3KON HEMPUSIZHH,
HO cziepXkaiachk. Bputo BUIIHO, HACKOBKO OOJILHO €My ceivac.
O06e300/IMBaIOIIETO HE XBaTajlo Ha BCEX, U €ro Teleph JIaBajv
TOJIBKO TSIKEJIOPaHEHbIM, TaK YTO MAPHIO MPHIIUIOCh BCIO HOYb
MIPOBECTH, My4asiCh OT OOJIM B OTPYOJIEHHOM HOTE.

— Cnymiay, eciu Thl BbICTyIIAEIIb MEHS, 1 CMOT'Y IOCTaTh Jie-
KapCTBa, — BKPATUMBO Hauaja OHa, MOHUMasl, Kak HU3KO ceivac
nocrynaet. Ho Jlepoii Bceryia roopuiia, 4To 11ej1b OlpaBbIBaeT
Cpe/CTBa, a ceryac ee Iielib ObllIa HAMHOTO BajkHee Cy/IbObI Ka-
KOTO-TO MaJIbYMIIKU. — MHE TOJIBKO HYXHO, YTOOBI THI. . .



Manbunk HaKOHeI-TO OOEpHYJICS K HEd, ¥ IeBOYKA C JIETKUM
YIMBJICHAEM 3aMETHJIA, 9TO 3aropesioe JIIIO ero ObUIO 3arulakaH-
HBIM: Ha IPS3HBIX IIEKaX BUAHENUCDH JIOPOKKH OT CJIE3, & PECHU-
1Bl €11I€ OCTABAJIUCh MOKPBIMHU.

— 51 He sicHO BBIpa3wics? — rpydO 0OOpBaJI OH €€, MOpIIach
OT HOBOTO npucrtymna cygopor. — IIpoBanusaii, mekacras, a To
TOTO U IJISAM BTOPYIO HOTY MHE cokpellb! — Buis, Kak cuibHO
OH 3ajen Jlepoi, MabuMIlIKa MPOIOJIKIII HAmUpath: — 51 He 706-
poBoriet, sicHo Tede? Py-y-y, Thl eme u mepoOaras! — On Opesr-
JMBO CKpuBWICS. — Jla y TeOsl B 9TOM JIpIpKe LEJbIi Jareph Mo-
MECTHUTCH.

Jlepoii 0OMKEeHHO BCHBIXHYJA: PABHOMYIIHBIA KO BCEMY Ha-
CTpo¥ MIrHOBeHHO yinetryuwics. Eit u Tak Opu10 ouens mioxo. Hu
Onnana, H1 AJutekpuc, Hu ['amMmma HHMKOria He To3BOMsuM cebe
Jla’Ke B CCOpE TaK CUIIbHO OCKOPOJISATH IEBOUKY 32 €€ BHEIIIHOCTb.

— Ho Anna Mapwus roBopuiia, 4to Thl 10OpOBO. ..

—To1 He paccabimana? § ckazan: yxoau. BelrHasi MeHs U3 OT-
psna, sicHo Tebe? — OH BHOBb MOMOPIIJICS U CXBATUIICS 32 TO,
YTO KOI’Ja-To ObUIO €r0 HOI'OM.

Jlepoii kpyTo pa3BepHyJach U yOexasa Mpodb OT 037100JIeH-
HOTO Ha Bech MUp Majbuniku. K TakoMy oHa He Oblia ToTOBA.
YecTHO MpU3HATKCS, Y HEe caMoi cefiuac Ha jymie ObUIo He JieT-
Je, ¥ TeM OOJIbHEe pe3alti ero cJoBa. 3Hajl Obl OH, Ko CTOUT Tie-
pel HUM, YK OHa Obl IOCMOTpeia, KaKk pe3KOo MOceaeeT ero uep-
Hasl meBeopa. [JleBouka cripsaTajiach B KycTax Ha OMyIIKe Jeca
Y YTKHYJIaCh JIMLIOM B KOJIeHU. BOT, 3HauuT, Kak ee BUAAT OKpY-



xatorie. He Oynp y Hee TUTyna U OeTOCHEeKHBIX KPBbUIBEB, KaK
OHA TYT K€ CTaHET MaJICHbKOW ypoaKou. [la naxe ¢ TuTynom, Kak
Jlepoii TonbKO UTO yOeauIach, HUKTO el He momMoxet. Hukro.

Bce smonmu, 3arHaHHBIE HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Haszall B caMble
TEMHbIE [TyOMHBI yIIH, CHOBA 3aXJIECTHY/IU 1eBOYKY. OHa Obl-
Ja coBceM oaHa. [lepen Heut — I'paiisiH ¥ TEHU, KOTOPBIE Kea-
IOT JIMIIIb €€ CMEPTH, a M03aA1 Hee — MUP, KOTOPbIi OHA JOJIKHA
3allMTUTh LIeHOH cBoeil xku3Hu. [TodeauT I'paiisH wim npourpa-
€T — UCXOJ] OIUH, U 00 3TOM JIeBOYKa MpeKpacHoO noMHmia. OHa
YMPpET, KaK TOJIbKO UCIIOJIHUT CBOE Mpe/iHa3HaYeHue. Bo Bcskom
cilydae, Tak roBopuil el Apt. Tak Kakas pa3HULA, KaK yMEpETb,
€CJIM BCE BOKPYT' BCE PAaBHO €€ HEHABUAT, IPE3UPAIOT WU MPO-
CTO UTHOPHUPYIOT?

C kaxpou cekyHaou Jlepoii Bce MeHbIIIe ¥ MEHbIIIE TOHUMAJIA
CBOIO HacTaBHMITY. Benp Diiaia u cama HaxomIach B MOI00OHOM
CHUTYyallMU: CKOJIbKO pa3 IEBOUYKA BUJIEJIA, KAK €€ JIpyra yHUKaIn
1 OCKOPOJISIA OecCMEPTHBIE, KOTOPBIX OHA JIOJKHA ObllIa BECTH
B Oy/yIliee 1 HarpaBIsITh. Tak Kak OHA HalLIa B cebe CHITBI prC-
KOBaTh paJy HUX CBOeW Xpynkou xu3Hplo? Ka-a-ak? OHu Benp
He 3aciyxuBaiu atoro. Ceituac B ayuie y Jlepoii ObUIO JIMIIb Of-
HO KeJIaHuE: BUJIETh, KaK BCe, KTO OOMXKaJ U MpeAaBall ee, Mydu-
TEJILHO CIOXHYT. Bripouem, ee ceruac TOIIHWIO U OT CaMOM Ce-
051 TO)KE, OT OIIYILIEHUsI COOCTBEHHOM 3JI0CTH, OECIIOMOIITHOCTH
u 6ecnione3nocty. He Haiins ceGe mecta u 3zech, Jlepoit Bcko-
YujIa Ha HOTM U moOpena KyAa-TO BIOJIb KPOMKH Jieca, TOJbKO
9YTOOBI CHOBA yIACTh HA 3eMJTIO, IOCTUTHYB OOPbIBA, I7Ie HAUMHA-



Jock Mope. CONOHOBATbIN OKEAHCKUI BETEP TPeral CBET/IbIEe BO-
JIOCHI IEBOYKH, COPBAB C Hee KaITioIIoH. BEICOKO B HeGecax CIibl-
IIAJTMCh KPUKH aJTbOATPOCOB U YaekK.

Ot Hewero Jenarh OHA JOCTala U3-3a Ma3yXu OOJbINOE Ce-
po-OupI030BOE, yXke MOTPENaHHOe TIepo, MOJApeHHoe el Da-
1o emie Ha 3emuie. OHA 3a4eM-TO BCIOJIy TacKajla ero ¢ cOOOou
KaK TaJIMCMaH, U Cefvac 3TO MEPHIIIKO BHOBb BO3POAUJIO B JIy-
11Ie BCE XOPOIIIMe BOCHOMUHAHUS STUX HECKOJIBKUX Tak Oe3zap-
HO NOTpavYeHHbIX Heesb. [IposkuTh Obl 3aHOBO BUEPAIITHUH JIEHD,
u yx Jlepoit pa3zouiack Obl B JIETIEIIKY, HO HE Aajia APYTy MOruo-
HYTb.

BHesarHo 3a ciiHO#M MOCTBIIAIMCH YbH-TO IAPKAIOIIUE I1a-
TY, a CIyCTs1 MTHOBEHHUE DPSIIOM C Hell Ha Kpail oOpbIBa ycen-
Cs1 CTApUK U IIUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS AeBOYKe. [ 0CIoau, TOIBKO ero
emie He xBatajo! Jlepoil pa3apakeHHO MOKOCKIACh Ha CTaplia,
MaIllMHAJIbHO OTMETHUB, YTO y TOTO JUIMHHbIE MpsIMble cepeOpu-
cro-0enbie BosIockl. HEMmoHSITHO OBLUIO, OTKYJa TAKOMY JIPSIXJIOMY
MCKpe BOOOIIIE B3AThCA B Jlarepe BOMHOB U 3a4eM OH TalTHJICS
B TaKylo JlaJib, K 0OpbIBY. O/IHAKO CIyCTs napy MraoBeHuii Jle-
POH BHIKMHYJIA BCE 3TU MBICJH U3 TOJIOBBI. He Tak yx 310 ObLIO
¥ B&KHO B TOT MOMEHT.

A cTapuK MeXAy TeM IMPECIOKONHO MPOKAIUISIICS, KPAXTS,
BBIYJIMJI OTKY/Ia-TO U3 CKJIQJIOK PyOHIIa JUIMHHYIO Oeyio TpyO-
Ky, HachlllaJl TyJa HEMHOTO CTPAaHHOTO MOPOIIKA [BETA I'PO30-
BOU TY4M U HAKOHEIl y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO 3ambixTel. [[piv u3 Tpyo-
KM BaJIWJI IPSIMO Ha JEBOYKY. Jlepoii ciymana 3Ty BO3HIO, APO-



&Ka OT pa3ApaxeHus], U MeTajach MeXJy TeM, YTOObl MPOrHATh
CTapMKa WM YUTH OTCIoa caMou. OHAKO 4TO-TO B TOT MOMEHT
OCTaHOBWJIO JIEBOYKY: CTPAHHBIM CTapel] IPUILE CI01a SBHO 11ie-
JICHANIPaBJIEHHO U, CyAs IO BceMy, cienun 3a Jlepoll HaunHas
OT Jiarepsi.

— CeroiHs HEBEPOATHO KAPKO U CONHEYHO 111 Apro-Popra,
HE MpaBAa Ju? — JOBOJBHO MPOU3HEC OH, BBIJOXHYB JIbIM TaK,
yto Jlepon 3akanuisiack. — Jlaxke Betep He cujibHBIN. [JaBHO Ta-
KOTO HE MPUIIOMHIO.

— Bl X0THTE NOrOBOPUTH? — OrPBHI3HYJIACH JEBOYKA TEM XKE
TOHOM, KOTOPHIM TOBOPWJI C Hell OOO3JIMBIIMICS Ha BEChb MHUP
Pakc ceronust yrpoM. — Eciiit He 3amMeTiIu, s MBITAIOCh MOOBITH
ogHa. — M oHa ¢ focazioil cripsitajia 3aBeTHOE MEepo MoAaibiiie
OT MPOH3UTEBHBIX, MO-ICTPEOMHOMY KETHIX I71a3 YykaKa, Kak
Oy/ATO OH 3TUM B3[JISIIOM MOT UCIIOPTUTh BCE CBA3aHHBIE C HUM
XOPOIIIME BOCIIOMUHAHUSA. YIUBUTEIBHO, HO C TOJAMM IJ1a3a €ro
HE MOTEePSUTN 33JJ0PHOTO OJIeCKa U He TIOTYCKHEIH, KaK 3TO 00BIY-
HO OBIBJIO C TAKMMU JIPEBHIMU MICKPaMHU.

— O, a MHe Tak He MOKa3aJloCh, — He 0OPATUJI CTApUK Ha 3TY
rpy0OCTh HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUS1, MPOAOJKast 6€33a00THO pasriis-
JBIBATh PEIONUX B HeOe yaek. — S mymai, Bam ceituac, Ha000poT,
KaK HMKOIJa Hy’KHA MTOJJICPKKA.

Jlepoii pacTepsiHHO CIJIOTHYJ1a ¥ OBICTPO OTBEepHYIach. Kak o
y3Has1? Ho BMECTO 3TOro mpojioskuia rHyTh CBOE:

— He ot Takoro, kax BBHI.

— Heyxenn? — MSTKO ¥ CLIOKOWHO YJIBIOHYJICS OH. — A OT Ka-



KOro ke Hago?

— He or uyxoro, — pe3ko Opocuia emy oHa. DTOT cTaper] Bce
Oosbiiie 1 OoJbIIe 3 JeBOUKY. — C KaKoi cTaTh MHE Tiepe]t
BaMU JyIIly U3JIUBATh?

— C Takoi1, — He3aMeJIUTEIbHO OTO3BAJICS CTapell, Hacaax1a-
SICh KaX/IbIM ITPOU3HECEHHBIM CJIOBOM, — UTO BbI, CKOPEE BCETO,
OoJIbIlic HUKOTJIA MEHSI HE YBUIWTE, U s He Oy/y OCyXJaTh Bac
riepe/i 3HaKOMBIMH U HE CMOTY HUKOMY 00 9TOM pacckaszaTh. Hu-
KTO HUKOI/IA HE y3HAET, a BaM CTaHeT JIerye.

Jlepon onenenena. PoBHO TO ke OHa cama CKa3aia JaB-
HBIM-JJAaBHO DJUIaJIe, B IEHb UX MEPBOU BCTpeun. YUTo 3a 4epToB-
nmHa? OHa ele pa3 NpUCTaJIbHO OCMOTpeJIa CTapUKa, U B rOJI0-
BE BHOBb BCILIBLIN BOIIPOCHI.

— Kak?.. — TonpK0 ¥ cMoria BBIIABUTh OHA.

— Ilogymats TOsIBKO! BBI MponuM 4epe3 CTOIbKO ropecter
3a 3TO HEJI0JITOE BPEMsI — U BCE PAaBHO OCTAETECh TAKOU KECTOKON
K YyBCTBaM JJPyrHiX, CJIOBHO CaMH HHUKOI/A MOJOOHOrO Ha cebe
HE UCTIBITHIBAIM! — C COKAIIEHUEM U PA304apOBAHUEM BOCKJIMK-
HYJI HE3HAKOMell, OITyCTUB TPYOKY.

— Otkyzma BaM 3HaTh, Yepe3 UTo s mporuia? — BpakaeOHO
OypkHyJia Ta B OTBeT. — Jla MPOXKKMBH BBl XOTh TPUCTA JIET, a BCE
pPaBHO OBl HUKOT/IA HE TOHSUIN, M0 HA MEHsI HABAJIMIIOCH !

MyK4KMHa OCTaBaJICS BCE TAKUM K€ CHOKOMHBIM, a OTTOrO
pazapaxkan eiie OoJbllie: Be[b OH TaK TOYHO JaBUJI Ha camoe
0oJIBHOE.

— Pazymeercs, — cornacHO KMBHYJI OH M CHOBA ITPUHSLIICS IbIX-



TeTh TPYOKOU. — JKM3Hb KaKJOro U3 HAC YHUKAJIbHA, U S HE MOTY
CYIUTb O TOM, YTO Bbl 4yBCcTByeTe. [Ipu3Halo, s gaxke He MOry
MPEJICTaBUTh, KaK BaM IUIOXO cernyac. U Bce xe. .. He TOJIbKO Bbl
NOTEPSUIM YTO-TO HA BOVHE.

— W 51 oromiiy um BceM, — MpauHo nipousHecia Jlepoit. — Onu
Oy/IlyT MYUYUThCS B JIECATh. .. HET, B CTO Pa3 CUJIbHEE.

Craperl cHOBa OTHsIT TPYOKy OTO PTa, B IJ1a3aX €ro YUTaJIoCh
pa3ouyapoBaHUe.

— Ecnu Bamu IBUIKET JIUILIB 3/10CTh, TO HUUETO, KPOME 3714, Bbl
MUpY HE MPUHECETE, — CHUCXOAUTEIILHO 3aMETUIT OH, YJIBIOHYB-
IIUCh IEBOYKE. — IPOCTHO MCT$I 32 MEPTBBIX, PUCKYETE MOTEPSATH
KUBBIX.

— OHM MHe He HYXHBbI, — BBICOKOMEpHO Opocuia Jlepoit, oT-
BEPHYBILKCH. — ]l 3Hasa TEX, KTO CIPABJISJICSA CO BCEMU UCTIbITA-
HUSIMU B OTUHOYKY.

— Ho onu Obutu oTHIONB HEe oHM, Jlepoit, — yoesxkatolie mpo-
M3HeC He3HaKOMeIl, 3arIsiHyB eil B r1a3a. — [lopoii camas rias-
Has CWJIa, KOTopas y Bac eCTh, camast HECOKPYLIMMAas MOLIb —
9TO JIIOAM, KOTOpBIE Bac OKpYy:xatT. B Bac camoil MHOrO BCero.
O, B Bac COKpbITa OMCTUHE OT'POMHAs CUJIa — 51 HE CIIOPIO, HO,
MpoIly Bac, NposiBUTe cocTpagaHue. He Hajo cTaHOBUTHCS OT-
HIEJIbHUKOM, HE MO3BOJIbTE Bpary OTpe3arh Bac OT Apy3eu. Bul
cnabeere.

— K10 BBl Takoi? — HaKOHEll He BblAEpXkaja JEBOYKA, KPyTO
Pa3BEPHYBIIUCH K HEMY.

— Bcero nmib Bam crapbiil Ipyr, — POCTO OTO3BAJICS CTapel]



U BHe3arHo npotsnyi Jlepoii Tpyoky. — [MonpoGyiite. [Toepbte,
CTaHET JIerye.

Jlepoii ycraBuiach Ha Oelyto TpyOKy W CH3BIH JIbIM, Oecripe-
CTaHHO BaJMBIIMK U3 Hee. Bripouem, ceiiyac oHa BE€/lb HUYETO
He Tepsiia. [leBoUuKa phIBKOM CXBaTHIIA TPYOKY U CIUIIIKOM pe3-
KO BTSIHYJIA TYCTOM TEPIKUU JIbIM, OTYETO 3aKAlIAIACh.

U BHe3anHO. .. OHa ¢ ynmuBiieHreM OOHAPYKUJIa, YTO U3 IJia3
ee KamaioT camble Hactosiue cie3bl. OHa yxe U 3a0blia, Kak
Ha caMoM JieJie ObIBaeT MPUSITHO IJIAKATh, CJIOBHO BMECTE CO CJie-
3aMM 13 ee AyIIH yXOIuJja v Bcs Nevalib. JIepou pesena Tak, Kak
HE peBesia, HABePHOE, HUKOI/IA, YTKHYBIIUCH JIMIIOM B JIQJIOHU,
HO BCE PaBHO MPOJOJIKAsA OTCTPAHATHCSA OT HE3HAKOMIIA, XOTh
U riepecTaja 0OsAThCS BBINISAIETh TIYIIO B €ro IJa3ax.

— DTO0 BCe U3-3a MEHsl, IOHUMaeTe? — HaB3Pbljl BRIKPUKHYJIA
oHa. — Mo# Jipyr noru0 u3-3a MeHsl, U3-3a MOEH JICH! U TIIYIIO-
cru. Ho s mpocto He xotena ymuparb Tak paHo! S tak xorena
y3HaTh TOT MUP MOOJMIKE, 51 Be[b BCIO XU3Hb MeUTata O Hem!
Ho Tereps. .. Termepb MHE OH He HYXEH COBCEM. 3a4yeM s1 BOOO-
nie pogwiack? [Touemy s takas riynas? Ilouemy Bce Tak kecTo-
k0? — HeoxnJaHHO OHa YTKHY/ach HOCOM B IUIEYO HE3HAKOM-
a. — D10 ObUIa ee eQUMHCTBEHHAs KU3Hb, oHUMaeTe? S maxe
HE XOUy 3HaTh, KaK 3TO ObUIO OOJILHO, KaK CTPAITHO. . .

Ho nocteneHHo peiganus ee cTUXJM, U JIepoii Terepb mpocTo
CHUJIENIa U OIYXILIMMHU OT CJIe3 IJ1a3aMU CMOTpEJIa BAAJb.

— Jlyume?

— Her, — yecTHO npu3HAIACh IEBOYKA U yKe OblJIa TOTOBA CHO-



Ba 3aIUIaKaTh, KaK BIPYI CTapell OMYCTUJ PYKY €l Ha TOJIOBY
Y MATKO NONIAJANJI IO CBETJIBIM BOJIOCAM.

— Kaxnpiii coBepmaer ommoku, Jlepoit. Jla, TBOM ykacHHI,
Y HUCIPABUTh UX BCE HEBO3MOXKHO, HO 3TO JIMIIb 3HAYUT, YTO
I71aBHasl TBOSI 3ajjaua — He ceiaTh HOBBIX. Thl Monofell, Jlepoid,
THI CTaJIa HACTOSIIEH OECCMEepPTHOM, HO... — TYT OH pyKoW TMoj-
HsLJT ee NoI00POJIOK, 3aCTaBUB MOCMOTPETh B CBOM IMPOH3UTEb-
Hble KenThle I71a3a. — Ho ceityac camoe riiaBHOE — 3TO He TI03BO-
JMTH yOUTH B ceOe yesoBeka. OTmycTH ee, — MSTKO TOCOBETOBA
oH. — He nibITavica ynep:xarb BeTep.

Jlepoii onyctuna ma3za. OHa noHMMasia, O 4YeM roBOpUJI CTa-
petl. [leBouka poOKO BbIHYJIa 3aBETHOE MIEPO M HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/T
OOJIE3HEHHO U HAMPSKEHHO BIJISIBIBAIACH B HETO, 3allOMUHAS
KaXAylo 4eprouky. OTImycTuTh Dutagy celdac i Hee ObLIo
PaBHOCHUJIBHO TOMY, YTOOBI 320BITH O HEH, O TOM, 32 YTO Ta OOpO-
JIach ¥ 4eM MOKepTBOBANA pay CBOMX yoexaenuil. HenspecTHo,
CKOJIBKO €I1le TPOKUBET cama Jlepoii: MOKeT ObITb, FOJl, & MOXET
OBITD, JIET ecsTh. M Bce 3TO BpeMs ei pueTcsi mpoBecTu 6e3
Jpyra.

Ona OyneT CTaHOBUTBLCS CTapille, B3pociee U Myapee, 1oou-
BaThCsl YEro-TO, HO DJUIa/la TaK U OCTAHETCS] HABEUHO I1IeCTHA-
JUATUIETHUM MOIPOCTKOM, OJHUM IPOTUB BCErO MUPA, HE pas3-
nesut ¢ Jlepor paJoCTHbIE MOMEHTBI, HE YBUJIUT YCIIEXOB CBOEU
TMIOJIOTIEYHON M Kak cOynercsi To, paiu 4ero BepXOBHBIN TUIIbI
6oponack. Ho HyXHO OBUIO MPUHATH JAHHOCTh U JIBUTATHCS
aasplie yxe 6e3 Ditapl, a MHaue AeBOYKA PUCKOBAJIA TIOTEPATh



erre OOJbIIle BpeMEHH B CJICTION HaJeK e, YTO KOrja-HuOyIb ee
apyr BepHeTcs. Het, k TakoMy OHa Moka He TOTOBa.

— Yro %k, 3TO TBOH BHIOOP, — IOHMMAIOITIe KUBHYJI CTaperl, KO-
I1a IEpO BHOBb MCYE3JIO y IEBOUKHU 3a MA3yX0Ol. — A Telepb CTy-
nail U mocrapaicsi 6osbllie He TpeBOXUThH ee. He 3axomu Tyna
6onbire. Byab cMIbHOM ¥ IOMHHU: KOMY-TO ceifuac 6oJbHee, YeM
TeOe.

Jlepoii paccessHHO KMBHY/Ia U OOEpHY/IACh K CTapily, *Kejas
no0OJarofapuTh ero 3a BCe, HO HUKOTO He yBujena. ToT clioB-
HO PacCTBOPWJICS B BO3[yX€, U €AUHCTBEHHOE, YTO HAIIOMUHAJIO
0 HeM, — ellle He paccesiBIIMecs KyObl BOJIIeOHOro abiMa. [le-
BOYKa YIMBJIEHHO OIVISie]ach M TOJBKO MOTOM 3aMeThsIa KOoe-
4TO, OT YEro ee OpOBU MOMOJI3IIHM BBEPX: PSIJIOM C HEid, B TOM Me-
CTe, IIe HECKOJIbKO CeKYH/]1 Ha3a/l CUJes CTapell, BUJHEICh CBe-
Kue cieqpl Bomubux Jjar. JleBouka B3AOXHY/IA, COOMpasCh, Kak
U BeJsien el ApT, C CUJIaMHu.

Manbuuk cuien TaM xe, rJie ero u octapuia Jlepoi — Ha HeBbI-
COKOM KaMHe, CXHMMasi B PyKe MPOKJISITBIN KOCTbUIb. JleBouka
OKJIMKHYJIa €r0, U TapeHb, YBUAEB, KTO TMepe] HUM, COCTPOMI
00JIE3HEHHYI0 MUHY.

— Omate 1, ypoauHa? $1 ke ckazan Tede He Tporath MeHsl.

Ho Jlepoii He oTpearnpoBaa, a TOJIbKO Opocuia eMy HeOOJb-
110 Iy3bIPEK, KOTOPBIM TOT C yIUBJIEHUEM NOKMMAJ Ha JIETY.

— Oo6e30onuBarlIee, — orepeansIa OHa ero BOIpoc.



I'JTIABA 2

JTETHU BOMHBI

Jlerkuii BeTepoK, B KOTOPOM YyXke€ UyBCTBOBAJIOCH [JIbIXaHUE
OCEHH, MOTJIaKMBaJI BBICOKYIO CHHE-3eJIeHy10 TpaBy. Pukian Obut
yke B 3eHuTe. [IBoe neTell, MOHYpUBIIKChH, CUIEU Ha HEBBICO-
KOM BaJIyHE TIOCPE/IM PABHUHBI, a HETIOIaJIeKy He YMOJIKasl IIIy-
MeJT NAIaTOYHBIN Jlareph paHeHbIX. MambuuK onupascs Ha Kpu-
BOU KOCTBUIb, & /IGBOYKA TO U JIEJIO KyTajlach B JJIMHHBIN 3€IeHbIN
iai ¢ KamomoHoM. OHM CHIeNTU CIUHOM JpYT K JPYTy U Mpo-
CTO MOJTYAJIH, TyMasi KaKIbIid O CBOEM.

— Cnacn60, — HaKOHEIT IIPOU3HEC MAJIBUMK, KOrJa 00e300511-
BalollIee MOICHCTBOBAJIO U OH MEPECTall KOPYUTHCS OT OOJIU B OT-
pyOJIEeHHOI 1O cepeluHy UKpbl Hore. — MeHs 30ByT Pakc.

— VYry, — npotsHyna Jlepoi.

WHTepecHo, Kak B €e CUTyalliM MOXXHO OIHOBPEMEHHO Ipo-
SIBJISITh COCTPaJIaHUe U ObITh PEITUTETLHBIM JIMIEPOM, BO3IJIAB-
JsonM Bocctanue? Bedb 3TOT napHUIIKa-uckpa 6e3 HOrv Ha-
BEpHsIKa MOrUOHET B peaibHOM cxBatke ¢ ['paiisitHom. OH U X0-
IWTH-TO TOJKOM He criocoOeH. MoxeT, ApT uMmesn B BUIY KO-
ro-HUOyab Ipyroro?

— Tol 370. .. [ TIyNocT Besikue HaroBOpuJ Tede, — TeM Bpe-
MeHeM IIPOIoJIKKI oH. — He Gepu B rosioBy, JlagHo? T He Takast



YK U CTpalIHasi.

— He Takas yx? — HeBecesll0 XMBIKHYJIA AEBOYKA, OXKHIAs
NAJIbHEUININX N3BUHEHUN.

— B cmbIciie — coBceM He cTpaiiHas. XOTs, 10 MpaBJie CKa3arb,
TI0/1 STUM KaITIOIIOHOM HIYEro He BUIHO NMOYTH. — OH 00epHYIICS
K HEH M TMOMBITAICS 3aMISIHYTh MOJ IUIAll. — Yero Thl mpsyellb-
ca? — U, Buas, uto Jlepoit nponomkaer riiyOxe HaJBUraTh Ka-
IIOLIOH, MPOAOJIKAJ C XUTPbIM BuioM: — [IpectynHuna, uto m?
N, moxer, TeHb?

— Jla Her xe! — pa3mpakeHHO pBaHyJIa Ta Ha ceOs TKaHb Ka-
MIOIIOHA, 32 KOTOPYIO yXke ObLI0 cxBatuiics Pakc, oTuero napeHn
MOBAJIUJICS HA TPaBYy.

— Torpma oTkyna y 1ebst KOPOJIEBCKUI MUKCUP? — MOAO3PH-
TEJIbHO MPUIILYPUICS TOT, KOTJa MOAHSJICS, HAMEKas, 4TO Iy3bl-
pek u3 coOCTBeHHOro 3araca Jlepoil He TOJIbKO 00e300/MBal,
HO Y 32KUBJISUL paHbl. — YKpaina, 4to jim?

— Her, npocro... — JleBouka JIMXOpago4YHO MNpPUIyMbIBaja
HauOoJIee mpaBIoNoA0OHOe onpapaanue. — [Ipocto s ruba of-
HOW 13 11aHeT okpauH Mimnepuu. [lonpocuia anukcup y cBoero
KopoJisi, BOT. Tebe Tak BOoOIIe JOIKHO ObITh BCE PABHO, e
€ro B3sij1a. A KaoIIOH. .. DTO Y HAC TPAAUIIUS TaKasi — HE TIOKa-
3bIBATh JIULIO Yykakam. Hesib3s1 MHe, MOHMMaEIllb, 8 UHA4Ye M030p
MHE 1 BCEU TMJIbINU.

[Mupokoe suno Pakca MrHOBEHHO NPUHSIO BUHOBATOE BbI-
pakeHue.

— Ou, Torga naaHo. M3BuHu. — Ho TyT %€ OH CHOBa NPUHSIICS



HamnajaTh: — A mouyemy Thl TOT/IA IJIeTelh KaKue-T0 UHTPHKKU
3a CIUHOM CBOero Kopodsa? Yto Tede oT MeHs Hajo?

Jlepoii TepriennMBO B3AOXHY/IA:

— 3Hau1 ObI ThI, YETO MHE CTOMJIO YIIPOCUTb POAUTENIEN OeXaTh
C KOpOJIEM BMECTO HUX MOl TIPE/JIOrOM, UYTO MHE HAJI0 YYUTh-
cs1 ObITh TrubIOM! He xoTenock Obl, 9TOOBI BCE 9TO HAKPBLIOCH
MEJHBIM Ta30M M3-32 TOr0, YTO KOPOJIb Y3HAET. A [t MOE «HH-
TPUKKU» MHE HY)KeH o0poBosiel]. To ecTh UMEHHO coniaT-100-
pOBOJIEIL.

Ot 3THX 0B Pakc MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJI M1 OTBEPHYJICS.

— Ho s xe ckazan, uro He moOpoosen 6ombiie. Thl Hamuia
HE TOro, TaK 4TO MPOINA.

— Ho nouemy?

[Tapenb okOHYATETIHEHO BCKHUIIEN, Kak ecyii Obl JIepoit HagaBu-
Jla eMy Ha O0JIbHYI0 HOTy. Bripouem, Kak oka3anoch, UMEHHO 3TO
OHa U cJiesiana.

— BoIrHanm mMeHs1, BOT nouemy! — HeqoOpoxkenaTenbHO OypK-
HyJ OH. — Kak, 1o-TBoemMy, WHBaJIN/I, KOTOPBIA HE MOXKET Jaxe
XOIUTHh HOPMaJIbHO, Oynet 3ammmarh Cosparens?! U, Tupo ux
Jiepy, BeIb 51 e I11eJT K TOMY, YTOOBI CTaTh JIMAEPOM HOBOTO OT-
pana, nonumaens? [Ipocro okazasncs He B ToM MecTe H... — OH
1300pa3wil B3pbIB, KOTOPBIN U OTOPBAJ €My KycOK HOrw. — M BOT
s OKa3aJIcsl BHE3aITHO OECIosIe3HbIM M HUKOMY He HYKHBIM MY-
COpOM.

Jlepoii OblTa TpOHYTA 1O TTYOWHBI TYIIH STUM CyMOYpPHBIM
pacckazom Pakca, ube cOCTOsIHHME M YbH 1yBCTBA TaK HATIOMHHA-



JIA el ee coOcTBeHHbIe. Beero oqnH MmomeHT — ... U Bce, 410
OBLJIO IO 3TOTO, CTEPTO B TIOPOIIOK, & BIIEPeIH — ITyCTOTA.

— Crarb 10OpOBOJIBIIEM OBLIO TBOEH CaMOW TJIABHON MEUTOM,
Ja? — TMXO mpollenTaia 4eBOYKa, UCKPEHHE COUYBCTBYSI ITAPHIO.

Ho, k ee y1uBI€HUIO, TOT KECTKO PaCXOXOTaJICS.

— Yero? Tul ceppe3Ho ceryac? — OH OCMOTpEIT Ha Hee Kak
Ha J1ypy, 3aCTaB Takoy peakiueil Bpaciuiox. — Koneuno, Het. To-
K€ MHE 1IeJIb — PUCKOBaTh coOoi paau Koro-to! Hert, s nomen
Ty[a U3-3a JCHET.

Jlepon oneneHena, xBarasg PTOM BO3AyX. 3a MOCIEIHUE
HECKOJILKO YacOB €€ MUPOBO33PEHHE HECKOJIbKO pa3 rpyoo me-
PEBEPHYIIU C HOT Ha IOJIOBY, a MIOTOM €I1I€ M YyBCTBUTEJILHO TO-
TPSCIIM, TaK YTO Terepb BMECTO CTPOMHOW KapTUHBI TIEpe] Jie-
BOYKO¥ OBUT JIUIITL HAOOP HECBA3AHHBIX (DAKTOB.

—Ho... Ho kak xe?.. Knarsa... M To, 4T0 BHIOMPAIOT CaMBbIX
YUCTBIX AYIIOH. ..

Pakc bIpkHYII ¢ BUJOM MMOBUAABILETO KU3Hb 3HATOKA.

— Ildp-d! Ter ceppe3no? — noBropuit oH. — [Ja B MoeM oTpsi-
Jie TIOJIOBMHY MPHUHSUIY 32 AEHBIH, a TIOJIOBUHY M0 3HAKOMCTBY. —
W rapas Ha 1O, Kakoe BIleYaT/IeHre IPOM3BENIM €0 CJI0Ba Ha Je-
BOUKY, OH MPOAOIKUI: — Buguiib v, no uaee, oTpsa AOIKEH
ObITH OOy4YEH U TOTOB MPHCTYNUTD K CIIy)KO€ B JIOOOH MOMEHT,
naxe ecnu Cozaaresb He 00bsIBUTCA erie MHoro JieT. Ho no ¢ak-
Ty BCEM YKe TUIeBaTh Ha 3TOT 0ObIYal, 1, moka Co3aarens Her,
B OTPsi] HAOMPAIOT KOTO Torasio. Bee paBHO MM HUKOTAA HE MPH-
JeTCsI HUKOTO 3allUIIATh U 00eperarh, 3aTo 3apIuiaTa ofHa 13 ca-



MBIX BBICOKMX. Hy a Tak Kak Tam yXe CITyXWJI MOU Opar, KOTo-
PbIil IPYKUII C JIMAEPOM, TO U MEHS B3SUIH.

UeMm masibilie 3aXOIUI UX Pa3roBOp, TEM MEHbIIIE U MEHbIIE
9TOT conaat HpaBuiics Jlepoit. Hu uectu, Hu cBeT/IbIX MOOYXKe-
HUI1 y Hero — Hudero. Ho koe-4to ere ooparuio Ha ceOst BHU-
MaHUe JIEBOYKU: MpoIIelee Bpems B pacckase o opare.

— MepTB OH, — HApOUUTO PaBHOAYIIIHO OTO3BasICs Pakc Ha BO-
npoc. — Kasnuiu eme B camoM Hauvase npasieHus [paiisiHa
3a TO, YTO OH OTKA3aJICs €T0 BJIACTb MPU3HATh. [ 0cynapcTBeHHas
U3MeHa BPOJIE KaK. ..

— To ectb apyrue nmpusHaIu? — HAMPsDKEHHO COpOCUia Jie-
BOUKa, 00SICh, KaK Obl eil He OcTaThCsl U 0e3 MOAJEeP:KKU OTpsijia
JOOPOBOJIBIIEB.

[lapenb MpayHO yCMEXHYJICS:

— Her, npyrum xBatuio yma mMomyars. — OH ycTano npuBa-
yuics K KamHIo. — Cembsi y Hac Oblila MaJleHbKasi: U3 JIeTel TOJb-
KO MBI jBoe. Tak uTo mociie cMepTH Opara CTapuKOB-pOIAUTEINEH,
KpOMe MeHsI, cofiepxaTh Obu1o Hekomy. [ToBessio, uto Torma me-
HsI CAaMOTO He Ka3HWJIM U HE BBITHAIU, — CYXO TOXaJl IieuaMu
oH. — U TIpomereit Pourx Bcrynwics, aa u ['paiissH Bpone kKak
He 0co00 XOTesl MeHsSl Haka3blBaTh. TaKOW MWJIOCTUBBIN TOCY-
Jlapb, He TIpaB/a Jin? — ¢ OTBPALICHUEM CKPUBUIICS MATbUYMIIIKA.

Jlepoii mouana. OHa CHOBa He 3HaJia, UTO U JyMaTh. [louemy
Bce Tak cyioxHO? Elie BUepa Bce ObLJIO SICHO KakK JIeHb: TOT XOPO-
M4, a BOH TOT 1uioxoi. Ho ceiuac nepen Hel CTOSIT OOBIYHBIN
uckpa. OH He ObUT 6000U4e HIKAKUM, A TIPOCTO BBIKMBAJT KAK MOT



B U3MEHUBIIEMCS] MUpE.

— He xouy BO3Bpamarscs JOMOW, — UICKPEHHE ITOMOPIIUTICS
Pakc. — Bugers sinua pogureneu, ciaymarb Ux couyBcTBue. Her,
MEeHsI OHU, KOHEYHO, BUHUTb HE OYAyT, HO JKUTb-TO HAM Terepb
He Ha yTo. [lapy MecsnieB npotsiHeM, a motomM uto? U1 takoi no-
30p: 51 Belb AaXe He B OO0 HOTY TMOTEPsT, a Tak. ..

— Buepa I'paiisiH yOus oueHb JOpOroro MHe yesloBeKa, —
HEOXMJAHHO pa30TKpoBeHHUYaach Jlepoii. — OH ToXke MblTa-
cs1 OpPOCHUTH €My BbI3OB.

— TBo¥ mapenb? — BeIPA3UTENBLHO MOIHSLT OpoBH Pakc.

— Yro? — He cpa3zy MoHsJIa IEBOYKA. — A Yero cpasy napeHb?

— TBos neBymiKka? — MOMbITAJICS CHOBA OTIIYCTUTh KOJIKOCTh
TOT. — A Thbl HE TaK MPOCTA. ..

— 3Haelb 410, — Pe3KO NnogHsIack Ha Horu Jlepou. — Katucp
necom! Thl caMblil MEP3KHI UCKPaA, KOTOPOTo 51 Bcrpeyana! — U,
KPYTO pa3BEepHYBILIUCH, OHA MOMbITAIACh YUTH, HO COJJAT, YyTh
CHOBA HE yIaB, JIOBKO CXBaTHJI €€ 32 PYKY.

— JlanHO-J1aAHO, OCTBIHB, HE TOpsAYMCh. I IpocTH, NercTBUTE -
HO Open Besikuil Memo. [1pocTo s yke Tak MPUBBIK K TOMY, UTO
KXl IEHb KOrO-TO Ka3HSAT, YTO HE JyMmalo... XoTes oOcTa-
HOBKY Pa3psiIUTh.

— B cienyromuii pa3 3a Taky1o pa3psaKy Thl OJTYYMIIb OT Me-
Hsl 1O JIMIly, — APOXalIMM rojiocoM noodemana emy Jlepoid,
HEXOTsI BO3Bpaliasich Ha MecTo. — HeT, To Obl1a MOs Jydiiias rno-

apyra.
— [lonaTHeHpKO. — bpI10 BUIHO, Kak cuiibHO Pakc crapaercs



n300pa3uTh ISl Hee CKOpOb. —  3Hal0, KakoBO 3T0. — OH BIPYT
Kpemnko cxai pyky Jlepoit u obonpsiome motpsic ee. — CKopo
CTaHeT Jierye.

— M-M-M, — COBCEM YK MeyYaabHO MPOMbIYaia Ta, OTBOPAYM-
BasiCh, HO PyKy He yOparna. — Camoe y:XacHOe B TOM, UTO 51 BH-
HOBATa B € CMEepTU. AU, Thl BCE paBHO He noumenis! Tak niyno
1 Oecrosie3HO MOTHOHYTb. . .

K ee ynuBnenuio, 3ta equHcTBeHHas (pasa 3actaBuia Pakca
cOpPOCHThH PaBHOMIYIITHYIO MACKY C JIUIIA.

— He cmelt roBoputh Tak, — ropssyo Bo3pasui oH. — He cmen
TOBOPHUTH, YTO OHU MOTHONIN 3psi. Torma BHIXOIUT, YTO OHU U 00-
POJIUCH 3ps1, & 3HAUUT, U dcuau 3psi! Mbl TOTKHBI LIEHUTD 3TO U. ..
OBITh OJIArOIAPHBIMH.

Jlepoii ynuBneHHO 0OepHYIACh K MaJTbuMKy U €1Ba HE B3IJIs-
HYyJIa My B I71a3a, HO BOBpPeMsl OITOMHMJIaCh. BHe3arHo oHa oco-
3Ha/A, KaK MPUSATHO B TaKOW MOMEHT FOBOPHUThH C YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIN JIECTBUTENBLHO TTOHUMaET TeOs. [TycTh maxe ¢ coBep-
IIEHHO YYXXHUM YEJIOBEKOM.

— Yro-TO Halll «KOpOJIb» BYepa COBCEM PAa30IlIesCsl, — BHOBb
¢ oTBpalieHreM 3aropopui Pakc, rmsas va Puknaa. — ['oBopsr,
OH OTKPBITO, CBOMMU PyKaMU Buepa BepxoBHOro rusbaa yow,
MPEICTABIISICIb?

JleBouka BCsl CKajlach IMPU 3TUX CJI0OBaX, HO, K CYACThIO, Ta-
peHb 3TOro He 3aMeTws, a motomy Jlepoii B3sina cebst B pyku
1 nipogoypkmiia. Certyac ObLT Kak pa3 MOAXOASAIIMA MOMEHT, UTO-
OBbI B3ITh TO, 32 YeM OHA U MPUIILIA.



— Jlrogm roBopAT M Koe-4to Apyroe. MHorue BYepa BUIEIU
camoro Co3parens. ..

CHoBa HeBnonaj! Pakc oT rHeBa CILTIOHYJL.

— Bpanbe Bce 310! [logyman, oH NpUXOOUT pa3 B AECATKU
MUJUIMOHOB JIET, a UCYE€3 BCEro TpU-uyeThipe roga Hazaa. OTKy-
Ja eMy TYT B3STbCSI? A €C/IM M HE BPaHbe, TO S JUYHO BBICKA-
Ky 9TOMY MEp3aBLly BCE, UTO O HEM Jymalo. Jla u ¢ ero-to cuia-
mu ['paiisiH yxe naBHO Obl Bucen B rnietsie. Co3pareno rieBaTh
Ha Hac, a €CJId Thl CYUTAEIIb UHAYE, TO ThI MOJIHAS AYypa.

B nerkom crpaxe u 3amemaresnscTBe Jlepou MorioTHee yKy-
Tajack B 1uiail. He xBaraiio eie, uroOsl Pakc B sipocTu mombl-
Tascs 3apyouth ee MeduoM. Hactpoenue cHoBa ynasio: cBetias
IPyCTh CMEHMJIACh HEHABUCTHIO K caMoil ceGe. 3a0bIB O COBETE
6eJoro BOJIKA, NEBOYKA B3JOXHYJIA M 3acTaBWia ceOsl MPOIo-
KuThb. Bee s moctkenus iesm! Jlake ecim 3TOT I0HeIl Ioruo-
HET — [1eHa CJIMIIKOM BbICOKa. Pakc Tak v nHave 1aBaj npucs-
Ty YMepeTb 3a Hee, TaK ITyCThb ero rudestb crnacer MUUTHOHbL. OHa
yXKe MPOsIBUJIA OfMH Pa3 COCTPAaAHUE K HEMY — 3HAYUT, UMEET
npaBo TpeOoBaTh KkesaeMoro. B omHoM Apt ObLT IpaB: cama oHa
HE CIIpaBUTCS, IO KPallHEN Mepe Ha 3TOM JTarle.

— Co3paresb MPUXOIUT JIUIIIb TOT/IA, KOT/IA €0 MOMOIIb HE0O-
XOIMMA, Y ThI IOJKEH 00 9TOM 3HATh, — C HAKMMOM HaJajia OHa. —
DTO 3HAYMUT, YTO Pa3 €ro MoKa HET, TO Mbl BIIOJIHE MOXKEM CIIPa-
BUTBCS U CaMHU.

Pakc menieHHO 00epHYJICS K Hel, Ha JIUIIe TIapHsI UrpaJia Ha-
NpsDKEHHAs YIIBIOKA.



— Tol Begp He ¢ JOOpoBOINBIIEM (PIUPTOBATH CIOIA TIPH-
IUIa, TaK?

— A THI He OCOOCHHO yMeH, — XMbIKHYJIa Jlepoii Tem *ke To-
HOM. — YKe nojryaca Ha3aJy Mor Obl JJOraiaTbCsl, 4TO MHE ceivac
HOBBIE JpYy3bsi HU K yeMmy. Hert, pasymeercsi, Tbl caM MHE HE WH-
TEPECEH.

D710 OBLIO KECTOKO, U TOOPOBOJIEI] HEMHOTO OOMKEHHO TOTY-
w1 B3s1. HaBepHoe, BliepBble OH CTAIKUBAJICS C TEM, YTOOBI
JIEBUOHKA HE MbITAJIaCh OXMYPUTb COJIIaTa JUTHBIX BOKCK.

— Tak 4uto TeGe OoT MeHs Hajo Toraa? — POBHBIM TOHOM TIPO-
JIOJIKAJT OH.

— MHe HyXHO TallHO CBfI3aThCsl C JIUAEPOM OTpsijia JOOpo-
BOJIBLIEB. I 3HAI0, KaK MOXHO CBepruyTh [ paiisiHa, HO J1s1 3TOro
MHE HY’KHa MOAJIEPKKA OTpsIa.

Pakc McTUTEbHO MOMKa TyObl: MPUIILJIA €r0 oYepeb YKO-
JIOTb.

— 3ayeM MHe MOMOraTh Kakoi-TO IEBYOHKE U PUCKOBATh pa-
JI1 3TOTO KU3HBIO? ] ke ACHO AaJl OHATH: 1 HE TEPON U Fepou-
CTBOBaTh He coOMpach. MHe 0 poauTessx QyMaTh HaIO.

— [Toromy uTO, — 10BOJIBHO NTpOOKKIA Jlepol, peabsaBssa
CBOM TJIaBHBIN KO3BIPh, — Thl HEHABUIUIIL ['paiisiHa Tak ke, Kak
u 5. Tak xe, Kak U BeCh OTPsA. A 51, IOBTOPSIIO, MOTY yOpaTh
ero pa3 u HaBcerga. Thl OTOMCTHUIIB 32 OpaTa — TOIBKO MOIyMai
HaJl 3TuM. Bonee Toro, — TyT OHa JEMOHCTPATUBHO OTKUHYJIACh
Ha KaMeHb, — Y MeH$I IOCTaTOYHO CPEJICTB, YTOOBI 00eCTIeunBaTh
TBOIO CEMBIO, TTIOKAa MbI Bce He caenaeM. Hy a mocne Toro, kak



Omaronapsi Te0e y)XacHbI THpaH YT B HEObITHE, Thl CTAaHEIIIb
TepoeM, U MECTO B OTpsifie TeOe 0OecreyeHo.

Pakc, cam TOro He OCO3HaBasi, PaCKpbUl OT YIUBJICHHS POT.
[ToToM elrie HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOBTOPUII CHe ISHCTBO, CJIOBHO Tiepe-
JKeBbIBasl ckazaHHoe. Jlepol HaOmomana 3a HUM ¢ BUJIOM 10o0Oe-
autenis. HakoHen-to oHa cMoria B IOJIHOM Mepe MPOSIBUTh CBOU
TQJIAHT YIPaBJICHUS JTIObMU !

— Kak... — HakoHen Hauan oH. — Kak s Mory ObITh yBepeH
B CBOE 0e30MmacHOCTH ?

— Jla HUKaK, — BCe TaK ke yabidasch, orBeTwiIa Jlepon. —
Ho BbiOOpa y TeOs HeT, eciu, KOHEYHO, KU3Hb OOMKa TeOs
He ycTpauBaeT. DTO TBOW IAHC U3MEHUTh BCE, CTaTh repoem
Y OTOMCTHTBD 3a OpaTa.

— JlagHOo, — HAaKOHeII, CYTOPOKHO B3JJOXHYB, MEJICHHO KHB-
HyJ1 Pakc, MalmmHaabHO TIPOBE/ISl 10 KOPOTKUM YEPHBIM BOJIO-
caM. Bpul0 BU/IHO, KaK TSKeJIO eMy Jajloch 9TO pellieHue. —
Ho KJ1siHyCh: OJJMH TBOU HEBEPHBIH I1Iar, XOTh OTHO MOJ03PEHUEe —
u... S He 6010ch yOMBaTh, SICHO?

— Bonee vem, — oto3Basack Jlepoii u morpaBuia KamoIIoH,
ckpswiBatoruii iuiio Coznaress.



I'JIABA 3

HEOZKNJAHHOE PEHHIEHUE

Enga maru Jlepoii ctuxium B Kopuaope, Kak AJuiekpuc 6erom
Opocuiach B KaOnMHeT BepxoBHOTO riuthaa U, 3aiiis Tyaa, Ha BCS-
KM ClTy4ail TUXO MPUKpbLIA 32 coOO nBeph. [leBouka TOpor-
JIMBO OMYCTUJIACh HAa KOJIEHU Tepe]] DJUIaf0i: MPUIILIOCh KIaTh
eyI0 Houb, Toka Jlepoit yier. OHa ere pa3 yoeausach, 4ro
JeBYIIIKA HE CTOpesia ¥ TOpeTh He COOMpaeTcs, a MOTOM JIETOHBKO
BCTPSIXHYJIA 32 TUIEYH.

— AJta, — HETIPUBBIYHO OCTOPOKHO U 3a00TJIMBO MO3Bajla OHA
neBymky. — Diuiaga! Tel eme 3nech? laid 3HaTh, €CIIA 371ECH.

AJiekpuc kJaja oTBeTa JI0Iro, HO HUKAKOro HameKa Ha To,
41O DJUIajia Ciblllasa ee, Tak U He nonyuywia. Toraa AeBouka,
Jpo’ka OT HeTepIeHus, Mpuceia Ha KpoBaTh U HEPBHO ClIETHIA
CMYIJIbIE JIAJOHU B 3aMOK. 3HaTb 3Ty CTpPAIIHYIO TaillHy U MOJ-
YaTh, 3aCTaBJisAsl My4YuThcsl U Jlepoil, u mnamy, ObUIO MTPOCTO
HeBbIHOCUMO. C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, €CJIM OHa MPOTOBOPUTCS, UTO
HACTAaBHUIIA ellle )KMBa, T0 Kuap BHIIOTHUT CBOIO YTpo3y, U TO-
r71a Diuiaje yxe HUKTO He TIOMOXKET. AJUIeKprcC 6e3 BCSKOTO BbI-
pakeHHUsl Ha 3aropesioM JIMIe MpoUUIach B3MISIOM MO HCMay-
KaHHOH aJI0i1 J1aBOi, YTO TaK HallOMUHAJIa KPOBb 3€MJISTH, OfIEXK-
Jie IEBYIIIKU U TI0 OTBEPCTHUIO B KOKAHOH JKUJIETKE, 32 KOTOPHIM



CKpbIBaJIaCh CTpAIIIHAS PaHa.

— 4 Bce cnenaio, — 3aBepwiia oHa NIy, XOTS U He ObUia
yBEpEHa, 4TO Ta €€ CJIBIIUT. — Thl IePKKCH, IIaBHOE. S U3-10j1
3eMJIM JOCTaHy 3TO YePTOBO MPOTUBOSIIUE.

WM ona OpicTpo BbIUIa B Kopunop. [lo npaBae roBopsi, Oec-
CMepTHasi M caMa-To He OCOOSHHO MOHMMAJIA, TJje IMEHHO COOU-
paetcst Opath JiekapcTBO. Kask/1biii, OT KOro OHa CJIbliajia O BeHe-
PUAHCKOM cTautu, yOek/1al ee B TOM, YTO IPOTUBOSIIUS HE CYIIe-
CTBYET, UTO JIaXKe Ky3Hellbl, padoTalolIue C Held, PUCKYIOT KU3-
HBIO, KaK M BJIAJICNBIIBI TaKOTO opyxusi. Ho Beap y Hee camont
B KOMHAaTe I0J] KPOBAaThIO JIe)KaId JIBA 3aTHYTHIX, KaK KJIBIKA
3MeH, KWH)XaJla U3 BEHEPUAHCKOW CTaId, B KOTOPBIX J03a sijia
B HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpeBbilana oObuHyl0. KiMHKM nake cBeTH-
mmck KpacHeiM. Ho passe kopombs Tupo cras Obl Tak pUCKOBAThH
CBOMM BTOPBIM TEJIOM U JIaBaTh JICBOYKE TAKOE OPYKHUE, €CITH Obl
He ObLT YBEpPEH B TOM, 4TO JieKapcTBO ecTh? Tem Oonee uTo OH
caM KCIOJIb30BaJl IBYPYYHBIH (prraMOepr 13 STOU CTalIu.

Brnipouem, Auiekpuc u He Oblla B TIOJIHOM Mepe yBepeHa
B TOM, 4TO BOOOIIe TOHUMaET cBoero otiia. Ha 3emiie y Hee HU-
KOTJia ero He ObUIO: POJUTENM Pa3BeNIUCh, KOIJa OHA OblIa elne
COBCEM MaJIEHBKOM, 1 OOJIbIIIE HE OOMIAIMCh. TaKk 4TO OTHOIIE-
HUS OTIIOB C JOYEPbMHU, JIa ¥ MYKCKasl JIOTUKa BOOOIIE, IS Jie-
BOUKH OCTaBaJIUCh 3arajkou. M Bce ke MHTYUIUS MOJCKa3bIBa-
na Annekpuc, yTo BunbsimMc He ObUT OTYAsTHHBIM UJIMOTOM, XOTb
¥ €ro rnocjeHee HarnaaeHue Ha PuKiag Hudem, KpoMe uanoTu3-
Ma, 0OOCHOBATh OHA TIOKa He Moria. XOTell CIacTu ee U3 Jiar



Nmnepun? Kak xe, kak ke! A KTO ke craceT ee OT Hero camoro?

Ho npotuBosiive TOYHO JOKHO OBITh. A €ClIM €ro U HeT
311€Ch, TO MOXHO TOMCKATh B 3¢MHBIX KHHMI'aX WJIM TOMBITATHCS
clenath cCaMoi. AJIEKPUC OCTAaHOBMIIACh BO3JIE OTPOMHOM Kap-
Thl HAa TIEHTPaJIbHOW pa3Buiike. Hamo ObLIO 3arisiHyTh B 9Ty UX
OuOMMoTeKy. B3riisn HEBOJIBHO yHasl Ha BBICTYIIBI U BIIAMHBI
Ha 3aKPYIJISIONIMXCS CTEHaX, YTO ObUIA MOKPHITHI MHOKECTBOM
HaJNKCcell Ha CaMbIX Pa3HBbIX sI3bIKax. MOXKET, B OAHOM MX 3TUX
TIOCJTaHUH CKpbIBasiach pasrajika? Her-Her, 310 ObLIO OBI CIIUIII-
KOM TipocTo. JleBouka ObICTPO OTKMHYJIA STY MBICITh U MTOOEKaIa
TI0 TUTUTaM TIO HaITPaBJICHUIO K OMOJIMOTEKe.

JIBepb Aaxe He CKpUIHYJIA, Koraa AJIJIEKPUC JIETKO BIOPXHY-
JIa BHYTPb U OTJIsI[ieNa YeThipe 3aja. Jlepoi, kaxercs, YT0-TO Tam
roBOpUJIa 00 TUX 3aJIaX, HO TOT/IA JIEBOUKA HE CIIMIIIKOM BHUMA-
TEJIBHO ee CJIyIaJia, a MOTOMY Ceiuac HEPEeIIUTETbHO 3aKPYKH-
JIa BOKPYT BHCSIIIETO B BO3/yXe «KJIEBepa». Ee Kpblibsi HE T03-
BOJISLJTH JIOJITO BUCETh HAa OTHOM MECTE Y TIOIXOVITN OOJTbIIIE JITIs1
CKOPOCTHBIX TOJIETOB Ha JJIMHHBIC JWCTAHIIUM, a TIOTOMY HaJo
OBbLIO cKopee periaTh. Bpojie Obl kenTo-0elIblil 3a1 Ka3ajcs ca-
MBIM TOAXOJSAIIMM JTsi KHUT MIMniepun, HO KpacHO-Oypblii ObL1
Kak pa3 1Betom Tupo, a 3HaYUT, CBEAECHUS O JIEKAPCTBE TOXKE
JIOJIKHBI OBLITN OBITH TAM.

AJIIEKpUC CTpeNiol CIMKUpOBaJIa HA TEMHYIO TUIaTdhopmy
KPAacCHOTO 3ajia U... OecIpensTCTBEHHO MpOoIIljia BHYTpb. Mpau-
Hasl TeMHast aTMocdepa Toi yacTy OMOIMOTEeK! JTaBUIIa Ha Ij1a-
3a, 3aCTaBJIsIsl TIOCTOSTHHO KMYPHUTHCS M TepeTh ux. U kak mpu



TaKOM OCBEIIEHUH BOOOITe MOXHO unTath? ThMa oOcTymnana ne-
BOUYKY CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO Ta He mojajanack. OHa Hayraj B3suia
KHUTY C TOJIKM M PacKphlia ee: ueporiugbl CBETHINCH aJIbIM,
CJIOBHO CaMM OBUIM HAmNMCaHBl SIOM BEHEPHAHCKOTO YEepHOTO
JIpaKoHa.

Kaxercsi, To ObUT CBOEOOpa3HBIN JHEBHUK. 3amuicu ObUIA
OUeHb JIAKOHUYHBIMU. BUAHO aBTOp OYEHb CIEMIUI. «...Mbl U3-
rHajm ero, Ho MIx BenudecTBa Tenepbh yHUUTOXAIOT JIIOOOTO, KTO
TIOMHUT €ro MMs U HOCUT €ro OTIEYaToK...» — IJlachiia nepBas
CTPOKA CITy9aliHOU CTpaHuIIbl. JIOOOTBITHO, HO HE TO. AJUIEKPHC
C pa3maxa 3axJIOIHYJIa KHUTY, HO €/IBa TIOMECTHJIa ee 0OpaTHO
Ha TMOJIKY, KaK ToxaJiesia O TOM, YTO Besa cebs Tak rpomko. Ka-
3aJ10Ch, 32 JIEBOUKOW HAOJIO/IAT KTO-TO TIPSUYIIUIACS B TEHH I10-
JIOK. JIleBOuKa IMOKa3aTeIbHO BBHIXBATHIA OOBIYHBIN, HE SIOBH-
TBIN KUHKaJI, KOTOPBIY TETIEPb HA BCAKMU CITydal BCEr/la TacKasa
¢ coO0M B HOKHAX, YTO pEMHSIMH Kpenunch Ha Oenpe. KyTko-
BaTO OBUIO B 9TOM MPAvHOM 3aJjie, HallOJTHEHHOM KPacHBIM CBe-
TOM, HO AJUIEKPUC pelIia MoKa He YXOAWTh, a BMECTO 3TOrO
Hayaja MeJJIEHHO MPOABUTaThCs BIEPE, MOJO3PUTEIHHO OIJIs-
JIIBASICh 110 CTOPOHAM.

Ona He OblTa 1a)ke yBepeHa, 4To B TIOMEIIEHUH eCTh KTO-TO,
noMumo Hee. Apro-DopT ObUT OTIETBHON TIAHETON BCEro JIUIIIb
JUISl TIapbl JIECSATKOB OECCMEPTHBIX-TIOIPOCTKOB M HECKOJBKUX
B3POCJIBIX OECCMEPTHBIX, KOTOPBHIM O JINYHBIM ITPUYMHAM XOTe-
JI0Ch MOOBITH 31ech. JlocTyrnom B OMOMMOTEKY oONagaiy JIUIIb
eIMHUIIBI, XOTS ceiuac, 6e3 BepxoBHOro ruipaa, OHa OCTanach



6e3 npucmotpa. U Bee ke AJUIEKPHC SIBHO OIIYIIAJIA Ybe-TO MPH-
CYTCTBUE, a C TeX MOpP, KaK Ha €€ rOJIOBY CBAJIUJICS HOBBIN Maru-
YeCKUil MUp, AeBOYKA YK€ MIPAKTUUYECKH MepecTayia OleHUBATh
BCE CO CKENTUYECKOU TOUKHU 3peHus1. Ceiluac OHa MPOXOAnIa MU-
MO HaTepTOro JI0 3ePKAJIbHOrO OJieCKa MEJHOTO TUCKA, TaK 4To
C €ro TIOMOIIIBIO BIOJIHE MOXHO OBLJIO OCMOTPETH BCE TIOMeEIIe-
HUE T03a1. AJUIEKPUC Pe3KO 3alIsHYJIA B IISIHIIEBYIO MTOBEPX-
HOCTb, Ha/IesCh MONMATh Uy’kaKa C MOJIWYHBIM, HO NTOMEUICHUE
c3a1 ObLIO a0COMOTHO MYCThIM. JleBouka riyOOKO B3IOXHYIA
U yOpaJia KUHKaJ, HO IOTOM CJTy4YailHO ee B3IJISIT yIal Ha COO-
CTBEHHOE OTpaKeHHe.

Ha ronose ee oTKyna-To MOSIBUIMCH /IBa JUIMHHBIX U 3aKpYy-
YEeHHBIX, KaK y Oblka BaTyccH, pora. CHauasia IeBOUYKa HEMHOTO
OTIEINIa, IIOTOMY YTO C YTpa 3TUX POTOB y Hee TOUYHO He Obl-
710. Oco3HaHue MPUIILIO MOCTENeHHO, OeccMepTHAs TTOXOoJIo/Iea
Y CHOBA MONBITAJIACh BHIXBATUTh KUHKaJI. OJJHAKO OT HEJIOBKO-
ro JIBUXKEHHUs TOT CO 3BOHOM ynaj Ha noj. Pora npunHajiexa-
JIM BOBCE HE AJUIEKPUC, a CYIIECTBY, CTOSIIEMY IIPSAMO 3a Heu!
Omna ObIcTpO 0OepHY/Iach, HO HUKOTO Iepes coO0l He yBHje-
na. Ot cTpaxa AeBOYKa He MOIJIa JaKe HAaKJIOHUThCS U MOIHSATD
opyxue. Torma oHa MaTepuasM30Basia KPbUIbsi, YTOOBI B CITy-
Jae yero ObICTPO MepepyOnTh MPOTUBHUKA MorolaM. Hu Hameka
Ha Ybe Obl TO HU OBLIO MPHUCYTCTBUE. AJUIEKPUC, TOYTH HE JIBIIIA,
MeJJIeHHO OOepHY/Iach K 3epKallbHOMY JIMCKY, U B IJla3ax y Hee
MOMYTHJIOCh. BMecTO cOOCTBEHHOTO JIMIa Tiepell Hell B JUCKe
MPEe/ICTAIO HeYeTKOEe N300pakeHre TOTO CaMoro CYIIEeCTBa.



JleBouKa MOMATUIACH U CIIyYalHO Bpe3ajiach B HEOOJBIIYIO
THOJIKY, OTYETO Ha Hee BaJIOM MOCHINAJIMCH TsKesble KHUru. Hano
ObUT0 yOupathcsl orciofga! He xBatasio el OTKITIOUUTHCS Mps-
MO B 3TOM JKYTKOM 3aJIe, pAOM C POraTbiM CO3JaHueM. AJlie-
Kpuc Opocuiiach Oexarh, a JOOpaBIIMCh O Kpas 3ajia, B3JieTe-
na. HanpaBunace 1eBOUYKa, Kak HUA CTPaHHO, B KeThIM 3. OHa
OIyCTUJIACh Ha KOJIEHU MEepel SIPKUM TeIUIbIM IJITaMEHEM KaMU-
Ha ¥ olepJiach Ha PyKH, 4acTo JbIIIA U IS/ B OTOHb. MOXeT,
TO OBUI XpaHUTE b KpacHOro 3asia? PelmmB, 4To Tak OHO U €CTh,
AJieKkpuc MeUIEHHO MOJHSIACh HA HOTH.

Bce-Taku norpeckuBaHue OTHS PsJIOM J1aBajo oco0oe 4yB-
cTBO KoMopTa 1 6e30MacHOCTH, a SAPKUN 30JI0TOM CBET YCIIO-
kauBaj. Kak sxe eii HAWTU MPOTUBOSIINE, €CIIM OHA OOMTCS J1a-
K€ 3alTU B KpacHylo KoMHary? IloHnMas, 4To OHa IMpoCTO Tpa-
TUT JparolieHHOe BpeMsl, IeBOYKa Harpy3ujach KHUTaMu O Me-
JULIMHE U YCEesach 3a CTOJMK. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OCTAaBAJICS €I11e
HeOOJIBITION MIAHC, YTO KOTJA-TO JAaBHO MPOTUBOSIANE YIIOMUHA-
JIOCh B OIHOM M3 KHUT, HO 3aTeM M3-3a TPYIHOTO JI0CTyma B 6uo-
JIMOTEKY O HeM Bce 3a0bLu. [ToToM MokHO OyzeT elie mpocMoT-
peTb KHUTHU N0 Ky/IbType Benepel, 300noruu. .. I'ocnoau, kak xe
Bce 310 OeccmbiciieHHo! Ho HecMoTpst Ha 310, AJUIGKpHUC Bce-
PbE3 M HAJIONTO 3acesia 32 KHATY B HaIeK/Ie HAUTH TaM XOTsI Obl
YIIOMHUHAHUE O TOM, KaK M Ha Kakoe MPOTUBOsIANE pearnupyer 1a
CTaJb.

Ho Hu-ye-ro — nuiiib yHOMUHAHKS O MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIX JKepT-
Bax. AJIJIEKpUC B3[I0XHYJ/Ia M, OCTABUB HY)KHbIE €/l KHUTY Ha Me-



cTe, BBIIUIA M3 OUOMMOTEKW. Yke Bevepesio, W MaJlaTOUHBIN
Jarepb, BCE TaK XK€ IMyMsl W Tajijisi, yjaetay oOpatHo Ha Pu-
kiaja. JleBouka paccnabiaeHHO B3JOXHYJIA: BCE e TaKOe KOJH-
YeCcTBO HEHYKHBIX €l Jioiell odeHb Hampsiranio. He xBarano
el1le TIONACThCS KAKOMY-HUOY/Ib U3JIHUIITHE JIIOOMBITHOMY COJIIa-
Ty Ha m1a3za. OnsaTb HAYHYTCS 3TU KPUKU U BOIUIM O TOM, Kakasi
OHa 1IoXast ¥ Hexopomasi. Ml 6e3 HUX TOIIHO.

AJiekpuc B3JOXHYJIAa M Olepiach Ha TOJAOKOHHUK OIHOTO
U3 MYCTBIHHBIX KOPUIOPOB 3/1aHUS BOJIKA, 3AMOJTHEHHBIX BHCS-
HIMMH CBEpXYy U CHU3Yy IumTamu. CMOTpesia OHa He BHU3, Ijie
CBOpAYMBAJICS Jlarepb ¥ O0JITaIM Ha OONBITIOM cepoM BayHe Jle-
POl M KakoW-TO MaJIbUMIIKa, a BBepX, Ha HeOo. Pukian yxe
OITyCKaJICS 32 TOPU3OHT, HO 3aKaT Ha Apto-Popre ObUT coBceM
He TakuM, Kak Ha 3emuie. Eciu ¢ 01HOU CTOPOHBI MOMIBIXAJIO SIP-
KO€ STHTapHOE IIaMsl, a JIyYH COJTHIIA JICUCTBUTEIILHO OBbLIN T10-
XOKM Ha CTIOJIOXH, TO Ha JIPYTOM TMOJOBUHE HeOa, MUIaBHO Tepe-
XO[Is1 yepe3 OMPIO3OBbI B CMHUUN W MOYTH YEepHBIA, HACTyMasa
TEMHOTa U YK€ TOpeJiv TEpBble, camble sipKHe 3Be3[bl. [ 1e-To
Ha HUX ceiyac, HaBepHOeE, KTO-HUOYIb TOXE BOT TaK e CMOTpeJl
Ha He0o. OrpomHas Mriepus, )kuBasi ¥ MOCTOSTHHO HATIOMHHA-
0251 O CBOEW KU3HU, CJIOBHO YJIeld, U OHa, AJIJIEKpPUC, PSMO
B ero neHTpe. C OHOU CTOPOHBI, OBUIO OYEHDb MPUATHO U YIOTHO
3HATh, YTO KaKJas IUIAaHETKA, KaKAas 3B€3/I04Ka — 3TO HEOOJIb-
I10€ KOPOJIEBCTBO C MHOKECTBOM XKHTEJIEH, UYTO 3TO TBOU COCE-
1M, HO C Apyroi... Tak He xBarano Ha HeOe 3HAKOMBIX CO3BE3-
qun Bpoae bosbiion Menseauisl.



NutepecHo, a ee MaMa ceituac Toke CMOTPUT Ha 3Be3/ibl 7 Kak
OHa TaMm coBceM onHa? A BeIp ceryac AJUIEKPUC, IO CYTH, HU-
Yero He Aeprkajio: OHa MOIJIA B OO0 MOMEHT B3SITh KapTy U T0-
JIeTeTh IOMOW, BOT TOJIBKO ceplle, O0JIE3HEHHO CKUMASICh, TTO/I-
CKa3bIBAJIO, YTO TO MECTO OOJbIIIE HE €€ AOM, YTO OHA YXe TaM
coBceM uyskasi. M kak ObITh, Korzia B Vimmepuu ee Bce mpe3upaioT
Y JJa)Xe BUJIETh HE XOTHAT, a Ha 3emJie ei yxe HeT Mecta? Kyna no-
Jathesi yOuiille U mpeaaresio, KOTOpbIii HIYero He MOKeT Tojie-
JIaTh CO CBOEM CyIHOCTBIO? Bee kak OyaTo Has3no CKJIaIbiBaIoCh
TaK, YTOOBI OHA CTaJIa Ha MyTh 371a. [JeBOUKa MalMHaIbHO BHITS-
HYyJIa JIEBYIO PYKY UyTb BIIEPE] U pa3kKaila KyJlak: Ha MUI BCE Be-
HbI HA JIAJJOHU BCIBIXHYJIA KPACHBIM, SIPKO IIPOCBEYMBAs CKBO3b
TOHKYIO, KaK IIepraMeHT, KOXY, a IOTOM B pyKax, peBsl, Kak Or-
HeHHast Oypsi, BCIBIXHYO OarpoBoe miamMs. OHO CIOBHO CIelu-
aJIbHO 3aKPy4YMBaJIOCh BUXPEM, 110 (POpME HATOMUHAIOLIUM pac-
MYCTUBIIMICS TIobIaH. [loMelenne ToTyac e HaroJIHWIOCh
3araxoM CBeskel KpoBH, M AJUIEKpHC ObICTPO yOpasia OroHb, 4yB-
CTBYSI IPHOJTIIKAIOTYIOCS TOIMHOTY. OHa yke HEeMHOTO IpoOOBa-
7a pabotath ¢ riiaMenem Tupo y cebst B KOMHaTe, OTHAKO OBbICT-
po nokanena o0 3toM. Jleno B TOM, 4TO MpeAMEThI, MOMaBIne
B OTOHb, ITPH JIIOOOW HETOYHOCTH, JIIOOOU JIUIITHEN SMOIIUU CTO-
paJi C TPOMKHM B3PbIBOM.

AJulekpuc ycrasio B3[JOXHYJIa U CKJIOHWJIA ronoBy. Hy BoT
HalJIeT OHA MTPOTUBOSIIUE, a BAPYI OKAXKETCS, YTO €ro Hajlo, 10-
MyCTUM, HE BJMBaTh B POT, & CMa3blBaTh PaHy, a OHA €ro yxe
norpatut? KoHe4yHo, loruka nojackasbiBaja, YTo MPOTUBOS U



OOBIYHO TBIOT, HO YEPT €ro 3HaeT, KaK OHO TYT YCTPOeHo. 3aja-
Yya Ka3aJlach €l COBEPIIICHHO HEBBIIIOJTHUMOM, TaK €1Ie U HY)KHO
OBbLIO BCE BpeMsl CKpbIBATh OT JIepoil mpaBy U CMOTpPETh, Kak Ta
Myuaetcsi. BHe3anHo Ha 171a3a el nmonascs ObICTPO CBOPAYMBAIO-
IIUICS Jlarepb paHeHbIX. A Beab AHHa Mapusi, KoTopasi U pyKo-
BOJWJIA TaM BCeM, OblJTa OTHEM KU3HU. YK €CIIH KTO-TO M 3HAJI
BCE O JIEYEHUH, TO ITO OHA.

Jlylily Tep3aiv COMHEHHUS: a Bellb BCE-TAKU 3TOT OTOHb JHCU3-
HU TIOUEMY-TO He BO3BpAIllasl K XU3HU YOUTBHIX CONAAT U Jaxe
IIPOCTO HE BO3BpaIllal HA MECTO OTEPSIHHBIE KOHEYHOCTH. bbuia,
KOHEYHO, BEPOSITHOCTD, UTO HE JIeJIaeT OHA STOTO, TOJIBKO YTOOBI
HE MMOPTUTH OTHOILIEHHUSI ¢ AJIOMUPOM, OTHEM CYAbObI, HO TOT/IA
AnHa Mapust BHyTpH JIOJKHA ObITH IOUCTUHE KecToKo. U Bee-
TaK{ JIEBOYKA CO BCEX HOI' YCTPEMWIACh K IIATPy CO 3HAMEHEM
enquHOpora M Oe3 CIIPOoCy BieTeNa BHYTPb, 3aCTaBUB MOJIOAYIO
6eccMepTHYIO MOANPHITHYTh OT HEOKUJAAHHOCTH.

— Beuep moOpwiid, Bame Onmaropoaue, — Opocuiia AJUTeKprc
Kak Obl MEXy IPOYUM, HO TYT ke OblIa BHIHYXJICHA OTCTYITUTh
Ha3ajl, MOTOMY KaK OXpaHa TOTYAC K€ HACTaBWJIA Ha JIEBOYKY
octpsle anedapapl. — He BesuTe Ka3HUTD, — MPUIILIOCH TUCKHYTh
ell B 3aBepIlieHne, MoKa AHHA MPUXOIUIA B ceOsl.

OroHp *XW3HMU MOXOOWJIA HAa MPEKPACHBIM LIBETOK B CBOEM
BO3JIyIIIHOM TOJYMPO3PayHOM TOBCEIHEBHOM ILIaThe, IMOYTH
HE CKpbIBAIOIIEM €€ HEXHOIrO Teja, U C IBETOYHbIM BEHKOM,
BIUIETEHHbIM B T'YCThbl€ JJIMHHbIE KallITaHOBblE BOJIOCHL. Kasza-
JI0Ch, OYATO pacTeHHs B 3TON CBOEOOpa3HOW KOPOHE He ObLIIH CO-



PBaHbl, a LIBEJIM U PACIYCKAIUCh. AJUIEKPUC, TOPAKEHHAs CTOJIb
OTKPOBEHHBIM HAPSJIOM — BHUJIHO, OTOHb )KM3HU HE MPHUBBIKJIA
CKPbIBaTh CBOU MOJIHbIE KU3HU (DOPMBI, — IOTUYEPKHYTO CMOTpE-
Jla B Kapue I171a3a JEeBYIIKH.

— Ybepure 310, — KUBHY/IA Ta CTPAKHUKAM, KOTOpPbIE HEJIO-
YMEHHO NEPENJISHYJIUCh, HO BCE K€ CJIOKWIN Opykue. — Uto Te-
6e HyxHO, Tupo? To, uto s Teprena Tedst B oOmecTBe MuTpars
ne Jlepoii, He 3HauMT, 4TO 1 Oy TEpreTh TeOs cerlyac.

— Ho BBl yXke Tepnurte, — He yAEpKaBIIKCh, JIANHYIa AJlle-
KPHUC U TYT K€ MO MOJYAIMBOMY KMBKY AHHBI CHOBA OKa3aJ1aCh
YTBIKAHHOHN OPYKHEM TaK, UTO JIaXke CIIIOTHYTh HE MOTJIa, YTOOBI
HE HaropoThCS Ha OCTpUe anedapibl.

— Tol Takas ke, Kak TBOH OTell, YTO Obl TaM HU TOBOPUJIH, —
C Mpe3peHueM BhIJJOXHYJIa AHHA, 00X0/1s1 AJUTEKPHUC TIO KPYTY.

— Kak s noHsisa, OH 1 BaM HaCOJIUTb yCIEJ, — C TPY/AOM BbITO-
BOpWJIA JIEBOYKA, BIIPOYEM He 0c000 00sich OeCCMEPTHOM, KOTO-
pasi IBHO He OblIa cefiuac HaCTpOeHa MCTHUTb.

— Her xyamen MamuHbl, OTHUMAIOILIEN KU3Hb, YEM BOMHA, —
0e3 TeHU YJIBIOKM BHITOBOpWJIA AHHA U OIyCTHJIACh B HEOOJb-
1110€, YBUTOE 1IBETaMH Kpecio-Kadasky. — 1 Ha Te0e s yxe BUKY
COBCEM CBekee MATHO yOuuIipl. Tak 4To 3TO, eciM MOXHO Tak
CKa3arb, BPOKACHHASI HEMPUsA3Hb. 1 BCe ke eclu CIyXH IMpaB-
JIMBBI, — TYT OHA OTKMHYJIACh HA CIIMHKY KpecJjia U BHUMATEJIbHO
NOCMOTpea Ha AJUIEKpPHC, — TO Thl OCTAHOBUJIA YOUICTBO JeTei
Puxkiazga, a mo3xe usrHana orryga Bunbsamca. 1o tak?

Aunnekpuc xotesna ObUIO OTBETUTD, HO €11 CHOBA MOMeIaia Ha-



CTaBJIeHHasl Ha ropJo anedapaa. U eqpa 1eBouka mouyBCTBOBAIA
nofiHUMaloIeecs B cede pa3apakeHue, Kak Opyx)ue C TPOMKUAM
B3PbIBOM PA3JIETENIOCH B ILEMKH.

— Jlaxe Tak, — ¢ pacCTaHOBKOM IpOM3Hecia AHHA, U IJIa30M
HE MOPrHYB, B OTJIMYME OT CBOEW CTPa)xu, IPU B3pbIBE. — ITO
TOOOITBITHO.

— Hla, naxe Tak, — paccepkeHHO Hadajia Ajuiekpuc. — 1 ipu
’K€JIaHUM 51 MOTY TTPOJIeNaTh TO e CaMOe CO BCEH Ballled MaJiar-
KOI1, €C/IA Bbl HE MPEKPATUTE THIKATh B MEHSI STUMHU IITYKaMH.

— CoMHEBaIOCh, — CJIAJIKO YIBIOHYJIACh B OTBET JAEBYIIKA. — Thl
OYEHb CIIOCOOHas1 OeccMepTHasl, HO He JIOMyCKall Jake MbICIIN
O TOM, YTO Thl BJI/IEEIIb CBOMM OIHEM JIyullle, YEM 51 CBOMM. ]
MoOry 3a0paThb KU3Hb TBOETO TeJa, He YCIIeelllb Thl U MUCKHYTb.
Hla, mpencraBb ceOe, — yTBepOUTEIbHO KUBHYJA OHA, — OTOHb
KU3HU MOKET U 3a0upath ee. Belb eciu Thl XyJJOXKHUK, CKaXKeM,
TO TEMHU K€ CaMbIMUA PYKAMHU Thl MOKEIb U CTEPETh CBOM PUCY-
HOK, ¥ pa3opBarhb €ro. Tak *e TOUYHO U C OTHEM. A Tenepsb, Mo-
JKaJIyrcTa, NOAHUMU KO MHE IJ1a3a U OTBETh Ha BOIPOC.

— Ha, 1 caenana 310, — HAKOHEL ¢ HAKUMOM OTO3BaJIach AJl-
nekpuc. — U He cripaimBaiTe 3a4eM. DTO U Tak MOHATHO.

AHHa Mapust HEeKOTOpOe BpeMs Mojya jiyMajia O YeM-TO, Ha-
Kpy4MBasi Ha NaJiell Mpsp NaXHYIIMX BECCHHUMM 1IBETaMHU BO-
JIOC, a MOTOM BHE3AITHO CITPOCUIIA:

— B Baiiem mupe Beib MOKHO MpoJaTh a0COMIOTHO Bee, Tak ? —
U, HE JOXUIASICh OTBETA, MPOJOJIKMIA: — A KakoBa TOTAA 1IeHa
KU3HU?



CHayvasia BOITpOC IMOCTaBWJI AJIJIEKPUC B TYIIHK, HO YEPE3 Mapy
CEKYHJ, IEBOUYKA BCE K€ HALUIACh YTO OTBETUTD:

— Jlpyras *usHp, 4 rojaraw.

— W nostomy Tb1 youa toro conaara? Teoezo connara, Mexmy
POYKM.

— Nnaue on panwu 6wl Jlepoit. § He ycrniena npuaymars HA4e-
ro APYroro, — TyT K€ Hayaja onpaBibiBaTbcs Ajuiekpuc. — Bee
OBLIO CITUIITKOM OBICTPO!

—V 1e6s1 ObUIO JOCTATOUHO BPEMEHH MO yMaTh, KOT/1a Thl Opa-
Ja ¢ cOOOM me KUHKAJIbI, — CyX0 OTo3Basach AHHA. — Thl Belb
He KOHIJIMPOBaTh MU coOupasiack, BepHO? Tak 4To 3T0 OBLIO
BIIOJIHE OCO3HAHHOE U 0OyMaHHOe peltieHue. Thl 1111a Ha OUTBY,
y’ke ToToBasi yOMBaTh, a He 3alUIIATHCS.

AJJIeKprC HMYEro He OTBETHW/IA: HaBEepHOe, OeccMepTHast
Bce ke Oblla rpaBa. Panbllie 1eBoyka He cMOTpesia Ha KapTUHY
C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI.

— Tak 3auem TbI npunIa’?

—Driaga, — OBICTPO MPOM3HECA OHA M TYT K€ TIPUHSIIACH CTe-
JUTH 3a peakuyen AHHbL. Ta, BUIHO, XOPOIIO MOHUMAJIA, B YEM
neno. — Ara, Bbl 3HaeTe.

— Ila, 3Hatw, pa3zymeercs. Tak Bcerja mporCcXoauT, Korua oec-
CMEPTHOI'O PAHAT BEHEPUAHCKOU CTaIbI0. Buauins im, a7 1pako-
Ha HEe JaeT CBOPAauMBaThCsI KPOBH, HO KPOBB B Tesle OecCMepTHO-
o — JIMIIb YacTh OTHS, M 3a4aCTyI0 OHA BBITEKAET BCsl ObICTpee,
4eM sj1 ycreBaeT 100paThes JI0 ovara riaMeHu B cepae. [eno
B nymre. Ceituac aymia Dmiaasl Omyxaaer o BeeneHHol, Mex



3Be3]1 IaJIeKO OT HAc, U YeM JIaJIbIlIe OHA YXOIWT, YeM OOJbIle
CIyIIaeT 3Be3/Ibl, TeM ciadee oroHs B ee cepane. Korma xe ee
CecTphl 3aTSHYT HaIlero BepXoBHOro ruibia OKOHYATeIbHO, TO
ee aynry nornotut TemHoe MHauro, v Tesio croput HaBcer/a.

AJleKpuc 4yBCTBOBAJIA, KAK C KAXKJIOW CEKYHJION pyllIaTcs ee
HaJIeK/1bl, HO HE OTCTyIaJa:

— Ho Beap BbI ke oronb xu3Hu! Bel Belb MOXeTe BbUICUUTh
ee Tesio, OOHOBUTb €ro.

— Mory, KOHUEHO, HO UTO TOJIKY, €CJIH si/ s1 HeUTPaIu30BaTh
He cMmory. Jla 1 ecru Obl OBLTIO TaKOE CPECTBO, — HAKOHEI] TPO-
W3HEC]Ia OHa, U B rojloce AHHBI CIIBIIIANACH YKE€ HECKpbIBaeMast
ropeysb, — Thl lyMaelllb, I0YeMy HUKTO He BOCKPEIIIaeT MEPTBBIX ?
Bepny s eii Tesno, u uto ¢ Toro? Benp J11000# U3 HAC — 3TO HE MPO-
CTO JXMBOE€ MSICO, a TO, YTO TOPUT BHYTPU. SI MOry AaTh KU3Hb
TPyIly, HO AyIy s HE BEpHY. DTO MOr Obl cienarh b Co3aa-
TeJb, Ja ¥ TO ellle BOIPOC, Bellb Mbl CTAHOBUMCS TEMH, KTO MBI
€CTbh, He TIPU POKJIEHUH CaMOM AYIIIH, a JIUIIIb TIPOXO/Is Yepes3 Bce
UCTIBITAaHUS1, KOTOPbIE HaMm BbiNaid. He TONbKO TaHHBII OT pOXK-
JICHUSI XapaKTep, HO BECh )XM3HEHHBIN MyTh, BECh HAIIl YHUKAJIb-
HBI ONBIT — 3TO Ayma. Thl CMOKeEIb BEPHYTh Bce 31O iaze?
Ecim sToro He cmor caenarbs B TOT JeHb gaxe Cosgarenb, KO-
I/1a OTEPSIT TY, KOTOPYIO JTIOOWJT ¥ KOTOPYIO ThI, MEXKTy IIPOYKM,
crepIa C JIMIA 3eMJIH. . .

— Ha-na, cnacu6o, YTO HAMMOMHWIIH, & TO 1 YK€ TOUTH 3a0blj1a,
9TO s HATBOPWJIA, U lyMaJia, OyATO MOTY HayaTh HOBYIO KU3Hb, —
C HAXXUMOM TiepeOumia JieBOuKa AHHY, U Ta YIUBJICHHO, TIOYTH



C JKJIOCTBIO YCTABWJIACh HA Hee.

— Thbl HE CMOeIIIb JOJITO CAEPKUBATH CBOIO MPUPOAY, AJIEKC.
PaHO wiu MO3AHO OHAa BBIPBETCS HApPyXy, HO TOrJa YHAApHT
10 BCEM HaM CUJIbHEe, YeM eciv Obl ThI ITPOCTO CTajla TOM caMoii
YepHort MamMOo¥i.

— Otky/a BaM 3HaTh O Moel npupozae? — CKBO3b 3yObl TPO-
nequiaa Amnnekpuc. — CaMu cKasasu: Kakaas JJMYHOCTh — 9TO
Ipexk/ie BCero YHUKaJIbHbIN OIBIT, TAK OTKYAA BaM 3HaTh O MOeM?

— Twt Tupo, — mpocto otBeTuna AuHa Mapusi. — TBoii orosp
TOPUT, JIWIIIH TIOKA B MUPE €CTh XOTb OJJHa BOMHA, U TYT YK HH-
Jero He mofesnaenib. Thl JTUOO XOUelllb KUTh U )KUBEIIIb 32 CYET
BOWHBI, JINOO XOUellb CeaaTh MUP JIyYllle U. ..

Aunekpuc notynuia B3rsa: AHHa Mapust BHOBb Oblia a0co-
moTHO TipaBa. 1 Bce ke cTomno monpoOoBaTs.

— S nmpuMmy 3TO K CBeIeHHIO, — HAKOHEI] KUBHYJIa OHA U 33/TyM-
YKMBO BBIIILIA U3 IATPA.

Vke BepHYBIIUCh B OMOIMOTEKY U JiucTast 6e3 ocoOou e
CTapbie CTPaHWIIbI KHUTH, IEBOYKA MMOHSJIA, YTO HA YM el MpH-
XOJIUT TOJIBKO OIHO peIlleHre: Hao ObLIO B3ATh CIIMCOK CaMbIX
CUJIbHBIX MPOTUBOSIIUI U JIeTaTh MO BCEM IUIAHETaM, Ijie OHU
MOIJI OBITh. AJUIEKPUC TOTYAC ke OpOCUIach K CTOMKE C Kap-
TaMU: HAUYaTh OHA HaMepeBaiach MMEHHO ¢ POIMpPHH, TIAHETHI
AHHbI Mapum.



I'JTIABA 4

BPEMS IEMICTBOBATD

Bepnynace Jlepont B koMHaTy AOBOJIBHO paHO. OHa yxe OT-
nana Pakcy 3a1aTok, KOTOPBIN TOT IEPBBIM J€JIOM TTOTpeOOBall,
U Terepb codupaliach MOPBIThCS B Niepenucke Diuiaasl ¢ [Tpome-
TeeM POHrxom, 4TtoObl OBITh HEMHOTO B KypCe TOTO, YTO MPOUC-
XOIUT BO JABOpLE. JleBouka ycrano Ipucesna Ha KpoBaTb: XOTb
CeroHsI 3a JIeHb TIOYTH He OBbLJIO TIPOUCIIECTBUI, OHA YyBCTBO-
Basiach ceOs1 aOCOMIOTHO BHIMOTAHHOM. KenaHus «Jenarth aena»
He ObUIO, XOTEJIOCh MPOCTO JieUb TPSAMOYKON MO OfIESIO U Jie-
KaTh, JIeKaTh TaM HECKOJIbKO THeW, mpuxons B ceds. Kro xe
3HaJI, YTO BOOOIIE BO3MOKHO HACTOJILKO MOPAJIbHO ycTaTh. Jle-
poii, abCOMIOTHO OIMYCTOIIEHHAs, OCKENA ellle HEeMHOTO, Oec-
LEJIbHO DAl B CTEHY, a MOTOM MOJAONLIA K 3epKajy: IUIalll,
KOHEYHO, MPEKPACHO CKPBIBAJ €€ BHEITHOCTh, HO OBUI JKYTKO
HEYyTOOHBIM.

[TosTOMy OHa HallenuIa peiIBApUTEIBHO «B3TOE HAITPOKAT»
13 KOMHaThl ['aMMbl HEUYTO BpOJE KaIIOLIOHA C YaYBaHOM, KO-
TOPBII KPENKO CTSATUBAJICS Ha I1iee, Tak uTo BeTpa Apro-dopra
OoJibllle HE MOIJIM PAacKpbITh ee Mackapaa. Cienom Jlepoii Ha-
JeJia IUPOKKE 1apoBaphl, a 3aTeM UIMHHYIO pyOaxy U repyar-
KU, YTOObI HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO YBUJIETh HUA €IMHOW OTKPHITOM Ya-



ctu Tesa. Tak mocMOTpHIIs — M 0ObIYHas UcKpa. JIoBoIbHAs CO-
0011, OHa BHIIIUIA N3 KOMHATHI 1 OO/IPO 3aXJIOMHYJIA 32 COOOM Mac-
CHBHYIO MO30JIOYEHHYIO JBEpPb: Terepb ABUIaThCsl ObUIO ropas-
1o ynoOnee. JleBouka Gerom HarpaBuiach K AJIJIEKPUC, PElINB,
9TO Ta, BOBMOXHO, CMOKET IOMOYb €l pa3oOparbcsi B Oymarax
v puayMars rial. Tonbko cenvac Jlepou 3ameTniia, 4ro Tenepb
CKaueT M0 Xa0TUYHO IJIABAIOIIUM B BO3/LyXe MPaMOPHBIM IIaT-
(popmam kak HacTosAMi1 npodpeccuoHan. BoaMokHO, OHa He Tak
y& 1 Oe3mapHa! DTo BCesIo HANIEKAY, a MOTOMY JIEBOYKA Ha-
POYHO Havaja BBIIOMHATH KaK MOXKHO OOJee CIIOKHBIE TPBIK-
KM, OJaro jiaxe eciim Obl KTO-TO U3 OSCCMEPTHBIX U BEPHYJICS
Ha ApTo-POpT, TO IAHC BCTPETUTh X ObLIT HEBEIHK.

OxkazaBIKCh y ABEper B KOMHATY Moapyru, Jlepoit no npu-
BBIUKE BOIILTa O€3 CTyKa M 3acTayia AJIJIEKPHC MPSIMO CPefin pas-
OpOCaHHBIX Ha KPOBaTH Belllel, KOTOpble Ta OBICTPO coOMpaa
B [TOXOJIHYIO CYMKY. [IeBOUKa HACTOPOKEHHO 3aCThljia B IBEPSX,
OIJIsI/IbIBAsI BJISIIOLIMECS TYT M TaM KapThl. BeHepuaHka Toxe 3a-
CThLJIa, MCIIYTaHHO U BUHOBATO IIs/is B I1a3a Jlepo, Kak Bop,
NOVMMaHHBIN ITpU Kpaxe. HacTpoenne, KoTopoe HEMHOTO yiy4-
HIWJIOCh MOCJIE pa3roBopa ¢ PakcoM, CHOBa OITyCTUJIOCH IO OT-
METKH «XyKe HEKYy/Ia».

— Y10 TyT mpOMCXOaUT? — HAKOHEI[ coOpasack ¢ Mbicisivu Jle-
pOii, ¢ TpyAOM yaepxkuBas U 6e3 TOro HaTSHYTHIe [0 Tpeena
HEPBBI OT TOTO, YTOOBI HE 3aKaTUTh UCTEpUKY. — Kyna Tl coOpa-
Jlach, a?

—4... —I'maza Tupo-mnaarmiei 6erany no KOMHaTe B TOUCKAX



onpasanus. — S mpocro pemmia. .. — OHa CIJIOTHYJIA, TIOHUMAs,
YTO MPaBAy TOBOPUTH HU B KOEM Cilyvae Heb3sl. — 51 xoTena no-
UCKaTh TIPOTUBOSI/IUE OT TOM CTaJlv, YTOOBI B Apyrou pas... Hy,
ThI OHsIa. MHe Haslo OyAeT yiTu Ha BpeMmsl.

— Uro 3a Opex ol Hecellb? — JleBOuKa cpa3y 3aMeTwia, 4ro
nofipyra joket. — [IpoTuBOsiIus HE CyILIECTBYET.

— Jlepoii, 1aBail 4eCTHO, — MPOJIOJIKAJIa KaK MOKHO IpaBJIO-
nojioOHee BpaTh IEBOYKA. — Y HUX TYT He 0c000 B IIOYETE HayKa,
TaK YTO OHU HE MOTYT 3HaTh HUYETrO O MPOTUBOSIIUSIX.

— He-e-et, geno He B 3ToM. — ['onoc Jlepon gpoxait, a rasza
32 ByaJIblo TTPE3PUTENILHO MPUIILY PUITUACH. — ThI MPOCTO cTpycua!
Xouerib, MOXaB XBOCT, cOexaTh 00paTHO Ha 3eMITI0, KaK U Bce
ocTaJibHBle pa30ekajrch Mo KOpoJjieBCcTBaM, Tak ? TeOe Beb HU-
Korja TyT He HpaBwioch! Tak?

—Yr0? D10 51-TO Open Hecy ? — onermia AJIEKpPHC, 9yBCTBYA,
41O ceifiuac rpsiHeT Oypsi. — S KTO yrogHo, HO He TpyC, s1 Obl HU-
KOTJla He CcTajla MPOCTO UTHOPUPOBATH MPOOJIEMbl M HUKOT/IA —
U ThI 00 3TOM 3Haellb — HUKOr/1a Obl TeOs1 He Opocuial

— Hy na, koHeuno! — JleBouka mo4Tu copBajiaCh Ha KpUK. —
VIMeHHO MO3TOMY TYT BCE 3TM KapThl, IPOBU3US U TaK Jajiee.
[MporuBosiiue ona wmimer! la kak TeOe HE CTHIIHO TOBOPHUTH
00 3TOM ceftuac, Koraa... Tl IpocTO OpocHUIb MeHs ceivac?
VBuzena, CKOJbKO OT TeOst mpodiem, u Bee? [la ecnm Obl B TOT
JeHb Thl U TBOM OTEll He Hanaiy Ha Pukian. ..

— OH mHe He orerl. Jlepo#, Tl ceiiuac He B cebe, — MOIbITa-
JIach BO33BaTh K 3/IpaBOMY CMbICITY nopyru Asiekpuc. — He Ha-



JI0O TOBOPUTH TO, O YeM IOTOM MOXKaJIEelllb. YCIOKOWUCS, TTPUAN
B ce0s1, a IOTOM MBI C TOOOH BCe. ..

— Hy u karuch otciona! — He crana gaxe ciymarh Ta. — beru
JIOMOH, K CBOE€M MaMOYKe, €CJIi, KOHEYHO, Thl i elle HyxkHa!
A cama cnpaBmoch! — M oHa, OMTyIIUMTENBHO XJIOMHYB JBEPbIO,
BbIOEXKAaJIa U3 KOMHATBI.

AJIEKpUC TaK ¥ OCTaIaCh CTOSITh B TEMHOTE, BHITAPAIIIUB IJ1a-
3a. «Yt0 3T0 OBUIO BOOOIIE?» — XOTENOCh CIIPOCUTH B MYCTOTY.
C onHOV CTOPOHBI, OHA He 3/11J1ach Ha Jlepoid, Beib 1ocie noTepu
Dna el Ta 3HATHO CJIeTeNa ¢ KaTyIleK, HO C JIPYrod — Tak OOUTHO
OBUIO CIIBIIIIATH BCE 3TO, OCOOEHHO ITOCJIE TOr0, KaK OHA MIOMOT-
Ja B HeJaBHew OuTBe. JleBouka xoTtena ObUIO caenaTh ITyOOKHid
BJIOX U MPOJOKUTh TOTOBUTKLCS K MyTEIIECTBUIO HA Ponupuio,
HO TYT BCE €€ TeJIO CKOBAJI B3SIBLIMICS U3 HUOTKY/IA yXKac.

Anniekpuc ynajia Ha MOJI 1 MHCTUHKTUBHO MpPUXKaiach CIU-
HOM K CTEHE: Ka3aJI0Ch, BOT-BOT HEUTO CTpAIlIHOE HaMaJIeT Ha Hee
c3agu. To Oblla BHe3armHas aHuveckas araka. OHM U paHbIIe
MYUUJIH €e, ellle Ha 3emJie, HO MOTOM Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl OT-
CTYNWIH, U BOT OMATh. JIeBOUKa KOPOTKO, CAABJICHHO JbIIIIANA,
00sICh 1ake OTKPBITh IJ1a3a M TIOCMOTPETh, UYTO TAUTCS B TeM-
HOUW KoMmHare. VI He ObUIO pSZIOM HUKOTO, KTO MOT OBl YCIIOKO-
uTh. TaKk NpOITUIOCH OKOJIO MUHYTHI, 4 IOTOM CTPaxX MOCTENeH-
HO OTCTYNWI, U AJIJIEKPUC HAKOHEI] CMOTJIa OTKPHITH IJ1a3a U OT-
Jpimarbes. Kaxaplid pa3, Korga HauMHaJCS TaKOW MPUCTYI, jie-
BOUKa OIIlyI[a/1a HECYILIECTBYIOIIMIA TSKEJIbIA CJIaIKOBAThIN 3a-
nax, YyBCTBOBaJa TOITHOTY W BUENa y ceOsl B TOJIOBE pa3HbIe



KapTHUHKH, HACTOJIbKO JKMBBIE, CJIOBHO BCE 3TO U MPaB/a MPOUC-
xoquiio Koraa-To. Ho ceituac oHa Bujiesna HEUTO BIIOJIHE peallb-
HOE, @ UMEHHO TO Y)KaCHO€ poratoe CyliecTBO U3 KPacHOro 3a-
na. Yepr ee aepHy 3aiiTu Tyna! Jlepoil Beab roBopuiia, 4to Tyja
HHMKTO HE MOT' JjaXke IIary CTyIUTb, IIOUEMY ke ee 3TO CYLIECTBO
yCTUJIO?

HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO HOrM MOATrMOAINCH, IEBOYKA 3aCTaBUIIA
ce0s1 BcTaTh U OBICTPO 3alMXHYTh OCTABIIMECS BEIIW B paHell.
donupus, cys o KHUTaM, ObUla IPOXJIaJHBIM MECTOM, TaK YTO
HEOOXOMMBI OBUTH TeTuTblie Benu. VI MHOTO, MHO20 KapT, UTO-
Obl He 3a0JTyIUTbCS U IIPWIIETETD TY/1a HE3aMEUEHHOM. AJUIEKpHC
TSDKEJIO B3/I0XHYJIA U IIPUCENa 10 CTapoil TpaAUuLMK Ha napy ce-
KyH/1 Ha KpoBaTb. «Hy, nopa...» 1 j1eBoyka ObICTpPbIM yBepeH-
HBIM II1arOM BBIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Tem BpemeneM Jlepou ycnena, cama TOro He OCO3HaBas, J10-
Oesxarhb 10 KabuHeTa BepXoBHOTO rusba v, MPEPHIBUCTO JIBIIIIA,
OCTaHOBUJIACh Mocpe KoMHaThl. [la, oHa oberana Apty 00Jb-
11Ie HE XOIUTh CI0JIa, & COCPEIOTOUNTHCS Ha JIIOJX BOKPYT Hee,
HO BCe 9TO OBLIO BHIIIE ee ChJl. [IeBOUKa He IS/ 3aKphlia JBEPh
B KOMHATYy DJUIa/ibl, TUTIOXHYJIaCh 3a MMCbMEHHBIN CTON U BMe-
CTO TOTO, YTOOHI pa3OupaTh OyMaru, yTKHYJ1ach JIOOM B IepIlia-
BOE, HeJIaKUpPOBaHHOe JiepeBo. BommeOHoro Tymana Apra ceit-
Jac He ObUIO, ¥ TUIaKaTth JIepoit He Morya, a MOTOMY OHa MPOCTO



OO0JIE3HEHHO 3KMYPHUJIACH M 3aKPbLIa TOJIOBY PYKaMu, Kak Oyj-
TO 3allMIIATACh OT Yero-To. Hy noyemy Tak, moyeMy oHa OJHO-
IO 3a APYrUM TepsieT Apy3€er U COI3HUKOB? [laxke Tex, KTo, Ka-
3aJ10Cch, OBUT C Hell Bcerja M HUKak He Mor mpenath? Kenanue
KOr0-TO cIacaTth WM 3alMILIAaTh CHOBa Tponasio, HO Jlepoii Mbic-
JIEHHO TIHYJ1a ceOs ¥ TIOHSIA TOJIOBY.

Ha nucbMeHHOM cTOJ1€e, 110 CTOPOHAM KOTOPOTO ropeso 1o ¢a-
KeJly-cBeue ¢ HeOOJbIIMMU oyaraMy OorHsi MaHTu, napui mnos-
HBII Xaoc. Bciony Basisyiich NOpBaHHbIE CBUTKU, PACKPOIIEHHBIE
rpudeny 1 HOXH JJIs1 UX 3aTOUKH. DJIaja SBHO He Oblia oOpas-
1IOM TOPsA/IKA, U BCE K€ Cpeii MHOTOUYMCIICHHBIX Oymar He Ha-
IIUIOCh ¥ OJIHOM, OTJAJIEHHO HallOMUHABILIEN MEPENNCKY C OTPsI-
JIOM MSITEKHUKOB-I00pOBOJIBLIEB. JIepoii yxke 1axe paccopTupo-
BaJia BCE JIMCTHI [0 KaTerOpUsIM, HAUMHAS OT 3aKa30B U 3aKaHYU-
Basi YepHOBUMKAMM, IJIe HACTABHMIIA MAIIIMHAJIBHO MPOCTO PUCO-
BaJia Kapakyiu. JleBouka ye HauMHaJIa 3JIMThCS: TI0YEMY HUKTO
B CBOE BpPEMSI HE TIOCBAITUJI €€ B XOJ 3TOro Mstexa? XoTh CJI0-
BO, XOTb MMO3HAKOMILTA OBl €€ C TepOSIMH-I00POBOJIBIIAMH, XOTb
yTO-HUOYIL! A Temneph, KOrjga Bce TMOIUIO He IO TUIaHy, Korjaa
OTpsA JIMIIUJICS CBOET0 €AMHCTBEHHOrO IpeasoauTens, Jlepon
BbIHYK/IEHA YIIPAlllMBaTh KAKUX-TO «JIEBbIX» COJIJATUKOB IEpe-
naBath cBefenus [Ipomerero u (pakTHYECKU HAUMHATh BCE CHA-
yania.

JleBouka ynepiach pykamu B OAOOPOIOK U OT HEYero JieNaTh
NPUHSJIACH U3y4aTh colepkumoe KaOuHeta. PaHblle el He J10-
BOJIWJIOCH €lIe KOmarbcs B Bellax BepxoBHoro ruipnaa. Jlepou



MOOYEPETHO C IITYMOM BBIJIBUTAJIA AIIMKHU M pacriaxuBajia CKpU-
MSIIKAE CTBOPKH MIKa(OB B HAAEKAE HAUTU HEYTO TOJIE3HOE WU
x0Ts1 Obl MHTepecHoe. Ha ra3a eil momanach cTpaHHasi BellU-
1a. BepHee, cpeny MHOXECTBa MPHUCIIOCOOTEHUN OECCMEePTHBIX
OHa, BO3MOXXHO, OblJTa M HE CAMOM CTPaHHOM, HO JIEJI0O B TOM,
9TO HEYTO TOXOXKee JIEBOUYKA BUeNa U y ceOs B KomHare. To
OblIa KOPOTKAsI PyKOSITh, HATIOMUHABITIAS] HEOOJBIIYIO TaHTEb,
Ha KaXJJIOM KOHIIe KOTOPOU OBUIO IO KPYMHOMY TOTYIPO3pad-
HOMY TOJyOOMY IIapy C HACTOSIIMMU MOJHUSIMH BHYTpH. Ta-
Kasl K€ «TaHTeJbKa» B KoMHate Jlepoii Obuta 30J0TOM, a Iaphl
Npe/ICTaBIIsI coOor HeOombIe Mojebku BeeneHHou ¢ Pu-
KJIQIOM B 11ieHTpe. YTo Ob1 370 Mory10 ObITH? CIIPOCHUTD HE Y KOTO.
He naiins otBera, Jlepoil nonoxuia pykosiTb HA MECTO U TOJI0-
1Ia K OIHOMY U3 IBYX OKOH, 32 KOTOPBIMH YK€ 3KUTATUCH TIEP-
Bble 3Be3/1bl. CTpOro roBops, 3ech, B Mimnepuu, gaxe THEM MO-
YTH Ha KaXJIOW IJIaHEeTe MOXHO OBLIIO YBUJETh 3BE3/bl Ha Hebe,
Tak OJIM3KO OHM PACTONATAIUCH APYT K IPYTy, HO HOYBIO TE CTa-
HOBWJIUCh OCOOEHHO SIPKUMU U MEPIAJI Pa3HBIMU IIBETAMHU.
Kak e Bce-Taku €il XOTeJIOCh CTaTh YacCThi0 ITOr0 MHUpa
HE Ha CJIOBax, a Mno-HacrosiieMy! BHe3anHo nosiBuiock octpoe
JKeJlaHWe y3HaTh MoOOJIbIIe O CBOeW UCTOpHU: KeM OblT MuTpar
U3 rponuioro? BeuT Jiv OH XOTh YeM-TO MOXOK Ha Hee IO Xapak-
tepy? Koneuno, Jlepoii cipliiana ot Diaasl, 4To MPOILIOe BO-
monienre Cosaaresnsi CaBUIOCh KallPU3HBIM M BCIbLILUYHUBBIM
XapaKTepoM, HO BeJIb IOJKHO K€ OBbLIO UYTO-TO OBITh y HETO 32 Y-
moi. bubmMoTeKy Kak MCTOUHUK MH(POPMAITUN OHA OTMEJIa Cpa-



3y JKe: TaM OBbLIIM TOJIbKO odpuiiapHble 3armucu. Ho ocraBasvch
elnie ApeBHYe THEBHUKY B JIOJIMHE, B KOTOPBIX IMUCAIN CaMU Oec-
cMepTHbIe. BbITh MOXeT, B CBOEM MPOIIJIOM OHA HaWJEeT OTBET
Ha IJIaBHBIN BOIIPOC: TJIe € NCKaTh B ce0e CUJIBI?

[ogmaBmMch MCKYIIEHUIO, AEBOYKA OTIPABUIIACH B TIOKUHY-
TYIO BCEMU TIOCJIe OUTBBI JOJIMHY. B TOI YacTu m1aHeThl JIOJIKHO
OBLIO CKOPO HACTYIUTh YTPO, HO MeX (PHOPIOB BCe ellle Iapuia
temHoTa. CTapasich OTOrHaTh BOCHOMUHAHMS, CBSI3aHHbBIE C TUM
MECTOM, OHA CTPEJIOi yIIIa MOA BOMY, CJIOXKUB KPbUIbsI HA Ma-
Hep MUKUPYIOIIEro cokona. Ha Mur BofsiHass TofIna 3ariynmia
BCE MIOCTOPOHHME 3BYKH, TOJIBKO MEPEIUJICS IJIe-TO COBCEM Psi-
JIOM B TEMHOM 3aJIMBE Yel-TO TUXUH LIENOoT, a 3aTtem Jlepou, Kak
W Bcerya 371ecb ObIBAJIO, OIIYIIAJ PeB BOAOMA/A, CJIOBHO CITYC-
KalolIerocs B JIOJIMHY MPSIMO ¢ HeOec.

JleBouka mpu3eMIInIIach Ha Kparo MocesIeHusl, CTPSIXHYJIA C ce-
0s1 Bozy U oryisiaenachk. Eie mapy qHel Hazaa 3TO MeCTO Kasa-
JIOCh €¥ IIBETYIIIUM PaeM, IJie Kaxablii Beuep COOUpauCh y KO-
cTpa Bce OeCCMepTHBIE M PAaCCKa3bIBAJIH JIETEH/IBI O CBOEM TIPO-
oM. Ho celiuac, korja TOMHUKY MyCTOBAJIN, ABEPU HEKOTOPHIX
OBUTH B CIIEIIKE OCTABJICHBI paClIaXHYTHIMU, 4 U3 HOUHOU POIIU
TO U JeJI0 JOHOCUJIUCh pa3Hble 3ByKH, BCE TYT HABOAWJIO HA Je-
BOUKY ykac. [TycTrie OKHa XMKUH, pa30pOCaHHBIE TParolieHHbIe
KaMHHU PSIJIOM C Pa3OMTOM Yalliel 1Jis OTHsI, Pa3poCIIrecs 3a a-
Py JHEH 10 HEBEPOSATHBIX pa3MepoB 11BeThl AHHbI Mapuu — Bce
HaroMHUHaJIO O Tpareauu. KTo 3Haet, MOXeT ObITh, U B TTPOITUIBIA
pa3 JONMHY NOKUHYJIM U3-32 MOXOKEW KaracTpOdBbl.



Jlepoit npubnu3unace K AOMUKY BepXoBHOTO rusbia v TUXO,
Kak OynTo 60sICh CIYTHYTh KOTO-TO, CKOJIb3HYJIA BHYTPb. TeMHO
u nycro. llypsce B KOMHaTe, Ii€ €AMHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM
cBeTa ObLJIO ee COOCTBEHHOE CBEUEHHUE, IeBOYKA HAKOHEI| pa3-
risiena Mnojky ¢ JHEBHUKAMU U, HE Tepsisi BpEMEHH, HallpaBU-
nack tyna. He ycnena Jlepoit mogymars O TOM, YTO MPU TAKOM
OCBELLICHUU HE MOXKET YMTaTh, KaK TOTYAC K€ Y €€ IPaBOoro IJieya
3aropeJsicsl TOT caMblil MaJIEeHbKMI 3€JIeHbIM 1apuK. Bo3HuKano
OLLYIIEHHE, YTO 9Ta HEPOXKJEHHAs yllla TaK WM UHAYe CUMIIa-
TU3MPOBAJIA €M U BCErja NPUXOJWIa Ha MTOMOILIb.

— XOTb Thl MEH$1 HE IOKUJaellb, — YJIbIOHYIach Jlepoil mapu-
Ky U, TIPUCEB 3a CTOJI, yIiIyOuiach B uteHue. TOT paloCTHO MUT-
HYJI U YCITY>KJIUBO NTPUOSTU3UIICS K CTPAHUIIAM, 03apsisi UX CBOUM
TEILJIBIM 3€JIEHBIM CUSHUEM.

Ho B caenymomyo cekynny Jlepoi ensa He rocezena ot crpa-
Xa, IOTOMY YTO B YIJTy KOMHAThI UTO-TO 3allIE€BEINIIOCH. [IeBouka
3amMepiia, He CBOJS IJ1a3 C Ky4d TPAIMOK, KOTOPbIE CHayasa Ie-
BEJIWJIMCh OYEHb MEIJIEHHO, a NMOTOM HAa4yaJIi KOMOIIUTBLCS BCE
obicTpee. VI B TOT MOMEHT, Korja OeccmepTHast yke Oblia roTo-
Ba C BOIUISIMU BbIOEXKaTh U3 IOMUKA, 3a0bIB PO THEBHUKH, W3-
MOJI TOHKOTO OTCBHIPEBILETO Ofiesijia BhICYHY/IACh 3HAKOMAsi Pbl-
Kas MaKylIKa.

— benabuoHok! — 1 ¢ oOneryeHuem, M ¢ 10ca10i BOCKJIMKHYIA
JeBOYKa. — Thl Hamyraja MeHs.

— IIpoctu, — Tuxo 6ypkHyn ButepH, ynocTOBEpUBIINCH, KTO
riepes HAM, U MOIUIENCS MPOYb U3 KOMHATHI.



Jlepoii 3ameTniia, KaKuM CepbIM ceiuac OblJI0 OOBIYHO Bece-
JI0€ ¥ PyMSIHOE JIMIIO MaJIbYUIIKH.

— A 4ero Thl TYT JieJiaelllb, Ha MOJ1y, B 3TOW IPA3HOM TPAIKE? —
TMOMbITAJIACh Ka3aThCsl HEMPUHYKIEHHOW OHA, XOTS U JI0TrajblBa-
JIach, B YEM JIEJIO.

HaBepnoe, oHa HajilaBWIa Ha OOJTBHOE, TOTOMY UTO B CJIEAYIO-
HIyI0 CeKyHy BuTepH BCXJIMITHYT:

— A e MHe ernie ObITh? AfibI OOJBIIIE HET, AJIEKC KyAa-To TO-
JeBasack, ['aMma ynerena — HUKOro HeT. — OH OTABIIIAJICA U EI1IE
rpoMue npoAokuI: — B 31aHnu Bosika MmycTo, J0MOM JIETeTh Aa-
JIEKO M CTPAIIHO, CMIaTh OMHOMY CTpaIIHO. Sl HUKOMY He HyKeH!

C kaxapM ero cioBoM Jlepoii Bce Oobllie TAaHWKOBaJA: OHA
HUKOT/A He JIaJnia C IeThMH 1 MIOHSTHS He UMeJa, Kak UX yCro-
KauBarh.

— Ho nouemy Thl He mipuiiiesn KO MHe? — YIUBJIEHHO CIIPOCH-
Jla OHa.

— A 1e0s TOXe ceroHst Houblo B KOMHaTe He OblIo! — coBep-
IIEHHO OOMKEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ TOT. — A Kumap ckazan, uro 3a-
HAT. Bor.

Jlepoii ycTaio B310XHYIa ¥ TIOMaHWIa MaJIbIIa K ceoe.

— Bcewm ceituac taxesno, But, — nonsitasace HAMTH B ceO€e MO~
XOJISIIME CJIOBA OHA, HO BCKOPE MOHSIA, YTO U caMa OTYasiiach
U HE MOXET NPUTBOPAThCA. — Tebe HYyKHO HAy4HUThCSl CAMOMY
0 cebe 3a00TUThLCA. — BHs, 4TO MaJIbuMK CHOBA Hayajl OOMKeH-
HO IIIMBITaTh HOCOM, JIEBOYKa OBICTPO CMeHMIIa TeMy: — Tak 1o-
yeMy Thl OOUIIIBCS CIaTh OUH?



ToT HeonpeAeIeHHO MoKal IIeYaMH.

— 51 HMYero He MOMHIO U3 MPOILUION KU3HU, TOIBKO PACCKa3bl
CJIBIIIAJT, — HAYaJl OH, — HO MHOT/Ia MPUXOAAT KaK Obl BUJICHUSI.
W s BuKy nocaeHue CeKyHbl MOEH KU3HH, 51 BUKY AJUIEKPUC,
ee KpacHble I71a3a, €e OKPOBABJIEHHbIE KOI'TU U KJIbIKU. .. 1 oHa
Takas 371as1 ¥ CTpanHas!

[Tpu ynomunanuu 06 Asnekpuc Jlepoil HeToBOJILHO MOMOP-
IIWJIACh: IIOCJIE HEIABHEN CCOPBI OHA U CJIBILLIATH O HEW HE XOTea.

— Ho Tenepb oHa Beap HE Takasi, BEpHO?

— BepHo. 4 v noagpyxkuics ¢ Her, TOTOMY YTO HaJEsUICS, 4TO
60s1iThes Mepectany. M oHa odyeHb Xoporasi, npasja. [Ipoctutsb
s e MOT'Yy, HO He 3a0bITb.

Jlepoii B310XHya 1 3agyMaiack Ha iapy MUHYT. He morua xe
OHAa CyTKaMu CHJIETh ¢ BUTepHOM: BpeMeHH y Hee Ha 3TO He Obl-
JI0, 1a ¥ YA0BOJILCTBUE HAXOJWJIa B 3TOM COMHMTENIbHOE. Malib-
YUK, pElIMB, OYEBUAHO, YTO Pa3roBOP OKOHYEH, CHOBA XOTEJ
BBIMTHU U3 IOMHMKA, HO TYT Ha yM Jlepoii npuiiiia uaes.

— Iloroau-ka, — OKJIMKHYJIa €ro OHa. — DTa JAylla napy pas
cracajia MeHsl OT TeHH. — OHa yKa3asia Ha BUCSIIIMIA PsIJIOM 11a-
puK. — Xouellb, OHa Oy/eT oxpaHsTh Te0s1? — [leBouka ymorsiio-
111e KUBHYJIA IAPUKY, U TOT MUTOM NepeMecTHicsl K ButepHy.

— Cepbe3Ho? — oOpagoBasicst Mautsinr. — Criacuoo.

— U BepHuch B 31aHME, MTOKAIyHCTa, — YIbIOHYIach Jlepoid,
CHOBA BO3BpaIlasiCh K JHEBHUKY. — Tam Teruio, cyxo u Ge3ormac-
HO.

— JlagHO, — IPOTSIHYJ OH U B COMTPOBOXKAEHNUH IIApHKa BHIOE-



KaJl Ha YJIUILLY.

Jlepoii oOnerdyeHHO B3JOXHYJA U BEPHYIACh K JHEBHUKY.
[TpaBaa, Tereph pa3oOparh, YTO TaM HAITKMCAHO, CHOBA HE TIPe/l-
CTaBJISLIOCh BO3MOKHBIM. OJTHAKO B CJIEAYIOIIMIA MUT PSIJIOM 3a-
JKercsl IPYrou MapuK, TOMbKO OpaHkeBbI. [leBouka 3axJionania
rJ1a3aMHu, TSI Ha HE3HAKOMIIA.

— C-cnacu60, — mpodopMoTasia OHa U OTBepHYJack. M yero
9TH y1lIU ee npecieayior? HaBepHoe, HaIel0TCs, YTO B CIE1yI0-
U pa3 OHA MIPUHECET B 3TOT MUP UMEHHO UX.

Omna npocuiena o 3apy, O4eHb MEJIJICHHO U aKKYPaTHO Tepe-
JIUCTBIBAsI PeBHUE CTPAHUIIBL. MOXeT, TaM ObLJIO YIOMUHAHUE
0 TOM, KaK €l HauTu cBou oronb? Hudero takoro B JHEBHUKAX,
KOHEYHO K€, He HaIIJIOCh, HO 3aTO HAIIIOCh KOe-4To Jipyroe. Ec-
s Jlepoy cMor1a MOHATH CTAPbI A3BIK TPABUJIBHO, TO HA OTHOU
U3 MEepBBIX CTPAHUIL CAMOW CTApOi HAa BUJI KHUTU OBUIO YIIOMMU-
HaHUWE O TOM, YTO MuUTpar... TOBOPUJI CO 3BE3/IaMHU.

JleBouKa, He Bepsl HAMCAaHHOMY, JlaXe MOoTepJia ycTable IJ1a-
3a, HO HaAMKCh HE U3MeHwIachk. ['oBopui co 3Be3gamu? C te-
MU OOMaHYMBO KPAaCHBBIMUA OTHEHHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMH, KOTOPbIC
CBOUM TIEHHEM 3aITyThIBaJIM O€CCMEPTHBIX U 3aBOAVIIN MX JTyIIU
B HeObITHE, TAe TeX noxupano Temuoe Uamuro? C temu, y Ko-
r0 He XBaTWJIO TAJIAHTA CTaTh YEM-TO OOJIBIIKMM, YeM O€3IMKHU-
MU Masikamu, 08CKOHEYHOE KOJTMYECTBO Pa3 MepepOoK JAIOIIMMU-
s ¥ BeAyIIIMMHU OECCMBICIIEHHOE CYITIECTBOBAHME B ITyCTOTE B Ha-
nexJie Ha OecrieuHoro myTHuka? BuesamHo st ceOs1 JeBOUYKa
XMBIKHYJIa: Ha CAMOM JIeJie, €CJIM TaK OCMOTPETh, TO KU3Hb Oec-



CMEPTHBIX MJIO YEM OTIMYAJIACh OT KU3HM 3Be3[. Bo Bcsakom
cllydae, 3a BCe TO BpeMs, KOTOpoe OHa nposena B Mmnepuu, ae-
BOUKAa HM pa3y He yBU/Iesa TOro BeJnurs OOroB, 4YTo BOCIIEBAIN
pa3 3a pa3oM CTapble JIETEH/IbI.

JIlHEBHUK BepHY/Cs Ha MOJKY. Jlepoi 3Hana B KU3HU JIMIIb
OZIHY 3BE3/ly U He TOTOBa ObLIa MOPOYMTD MaMSTh O HEW pasro-
BOPOM C JIpyrumiu. Tem Oosiee 4To Ipyroi Takoi yxe He HaWTH.



I'JIABA 5

o0/ INPUA

W3yueHre KapThel COMPOBOKIAIOCH XJIOMAHbeM OYpPBIX KpbI-
JIbeB 1 OeCrpepbIBHBIM OypUaHUEM.

— Cozpartenb. .. Ara, kak xe! Pa3Be uto co3maresns mpodiem
13 BO31yXa. — AJUIEKPUC MPUIITY PUJIach, TIBITasICh pa300paTth CTa-
PYIO TIOTEPTYIO HA/IIUCh Ha XPYITKOW OepecTe.

OnHO Nieno — OObIYHBIE KapThl TUIAHET, TJie OPUEHTUpPAMU
BBICTYIIAIOT Ce€Bep W 0T, HO BOT KapThl camor Vmmepuu Obi-
JIM HaMHOTO cJjiokHee. YToOBI IOJIb30BaThCsI MU, CJIEI0BAJIO
MIOCTOSTHHO CMEINaTh TOIBUKHBIE KOJIbIIAa HA OepecTe COrIacHO
TIOJIOKEHUIO TIOSICOB TUTaHeT W 3Be3l. OpUeHTHpaMu CITyKWIN
Apto-PopT, AEBATOE KOJBIIO, COCTOSAIIEE TIOTHOCTHIO M3 acTepo-
UJIOB, U ellle HECKOJIbKO OYeHb SIPKUX 3Be3/. Pomupus Haxomam-
Jlach C MPOTUBOMNONOKHON OT ApTo-PopTa CTOPOHBI HA OTHOM
U3 KpaliHUX MOSICOB IIEHTPaJIbHOM yacTu. M3 caMbIX KpaTKUX 3a-
METOK AJIJIEKPHC YSICHUTIA, UTO B lIapcTBe AHHBI Mapuu el ipu-
TOIUTCS TerUlast Ofiek/1a, KOTOPYIO JeBOYKA YKe MPEeTyCMOTPH-
TEJIbHO CJIOKUJIA B TIOXO/IHYIO CYMKY.

— Tak-Tak, — mpodopmoTasia oHa cede Mo HOC, CAABUTAsI KOJTb-
110 COIJIACHO OJJHOMY W3 OPUEHTHUPOB — CMHEW TPOWHOM 3Be3jie
KapranbeHe, BOKpyr KOTOpOM Bpaliajach MajeHbKasi Oesas 1ia-



Heta CapcaH.

Jazxe HECMOTpsL Ha TO, YTO AJUIEKPHUC JIETENIA CO CKOPOCTHIO
MBICJIM, OHA BCE PABHO JIBUTaJIach JIOBOJILHO MEJIJIEHHO, TOTOMY
Kak TeppUTOpHs BOKpPYT Obl1a HezHakomas. Mrak, ceiiuac oHa
B LIEHTpaJIbHOW yacTu ViMniepuu, a KpbUibsl yKe HauasIi yCTaBaTh.

JleBouka TsKeNIO B3/IOXHYJA, 4 BepHee, MOMbITaaach B3/I0X-
HYTb, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 JIUIIb OTKPbIBaJIa, KaK peioa, pot. CKOJIb-
KHMX TIpoOJieM MOXHO ObUTO Obl M30eXkath, eciiu Obl He Jlepoii!
AJIeKpHC yKe MBICTIEHHO Tiepebupaia CuCcOK TOro, YT0 MMeH-
HO TTOIIUTO He TaK W3-3a MOJIPYTHY, BUHS ee BO BcexX Oe1ax v MOTH-
XOHBKY HauMHasi HeHaBu ieTh. Celiyac Obl OHA yKe Toexasia ¢ Ma-
MOW Ha MOpe 1 HUKOr/1a Obl JJaKe He CIIbllaia O BOMHE U He BU-
Jieyia CoTeH cMepTeid. [leBouka 3a:KMypHIIach U CIIIOTHY/Ia KOMOK
B ropJie, a TOTOM TOCKJIMBO TIOCMOTpeJa Ty/a, I1ie JOJKeH ObLT
obiTh Miteunslii [1yTe. Pyku, gepikasiiue 10 3TOro Kapry, caMmu
no cebe omyctunck. CoBceM 4yTb-4yThb, M OHA ObLIa OBl OMA,
TaMm, IJe ee JoOAT U HaBepHsKa xayT. Ho Aiekpuc ¢ HeBeno-
MOU SIPOCTBIO CKaJjla KapTy, BOCKJIMKHYB:

— Y1006 BaM BceM MycTO ObUIO! — U JBMHYJIACh B IIPOTUBOIIO-
JIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY, K Ponupum.

B koHI1e KOHIIOB, Diyiaga, Kakoi Obl OHa HU ObLIa, HE 3aciTy-
JKWJIa TaKoOTo mpenarenbcrBa. Paktudecku 310 ObuIa Ol CMEPTH
OT PYyK TeX, 3a Koro oHa 6oposnack. I xorma Asiekpuc Haiger
MPOTUBOSIIME, TOIJA-TO YK OHA COTPET YXMBUIKY C JIMI] 3THX
IJTyIbIX, BHICOKOMEPHBIX, ABYJIMYHBIX HAapbkoB. U cnacet Jlepoid,
KOHEYHO: Djuiazia OblIa, HAaBepHOE, €MHCTBEHHOW, KTO MOT 3TO



ceNnath.

CrycTs1 HEeKOTOpOe BpeMsl HeToJIaJIeKy MOKa3aiach sSipKo-Oe-
JIasi 3Be3/1a, KoTopasi pu OJIMKaKIeM pacCMOTPEHNH OKa3aiach
[UIAHETOM, COCTOSIIEN U3 OJHOU OOJIBIIION IVIBLIOBI JIbAa. BOT OHO.
AJUIEKpUC MPUTOTOBUJIACH U U3 MOCEIHUX CUJI pBaHY/la BHU3,
MOJISICh, YTOOBI CTPaXKHUKHU ee He 3aMeTui. OHa 10 TOro pa3o-
THaJIach, YTO CO BCErO Maxy BJIETeNia B CYrpoO, MPOYEepTHB O]
CHEroM KpbUIbsIMHU JJIMHHYIO TIOJIOCY.

— AX THI K. .. — OJHUMU Ir'yOaMU BBIJIOXHYJIA IEBOUKA, BEIHBIP-
HYB U3 CKOBBIBAIOIIIETO XOJIOAOM CHEXHOTO TIOKPOBA, U MPUHS-
JIach OTJIETUISATH OBICTPO TaloIIMe KOMKH C junia. Koy ToTyac xe
0003110 yparaHoMm. Jla yx, Terepb-To Ta rapa CBUTEPOB, UTO JI0-
JKUJIATMCh CBOETO Yaca B CYMKE, €€ TOUYHO HE CIacyT.

Bosbilie Ha MHTYUIMH, YeM peabHO YTO-TUOO0 OmlyInast, AJi-
JIEKPUC BBIyWIA U3-TIOJ] CHEeTa KapTy, CyHyJia €€ B CyMKY U JI0-
CTaJia CJIeyIOIIyI0, OIUCHIBAIOIIYI0 MECTHOCTh camMout Donupuu.
JleBouKa TMPHIIYpUIIACh, TIHITAsICh Pa300paTh B OypaHe XOTs ObI
OJHY HaANWCh, HO TiIeTHO. Her, Tak geno He mouper. OHa
paccepkeHHO CyHyJIa JUCT OOpaTHO U, Pa3BEPHYBIIUCH JTUIIOM
K BETPY, BBITSIHYJIA PYKH Tiepe]] coO0i. 3HAKOMOE TEIJI0 Hauaso
PacIpoOCTPaHATLCS OT CEPALIA MO0 BCEMY Telly, COCYbl TPUBbIYU-
HO 3aropejuch ajabiM, HO B TIOCIEAHIO CEKYH]y, KOrJa JaJOHb
y’e BOT-BOT JJOJKHA OblTa BCIIBIXHYTh OTHEM U CO3/aTh TETLIO-
BOI Oapbep, AJJIEKpHC TIOCTIEITHO OTAepHY/Ia pyKy. Her. A 4o,
€CJI1 OroHb THpo, 3aropeBIIMCH JUIIH OHAK/IbI, TPUHECET BOM-
Hy Ha ®onmupuio? A Besb 3Ta IIaHeTa — KOJBIOeTh BCEH KU3HHU.



Tskesno B3I0XHYB, IEBOYKA YKYTaJlach B JUIMHHOE MOHYO C Ka-
MIOIIIOHOM U YI'PIOMO YTKHYJIach B Kapty. MTak, JieisTHOM 3aMOK
JOJDKEH ObLT pacIioyiarathbCsi HeAaJIeKoO OT I0JKHOTO TOJTIoca Tiia-
HETHI, PAJOM C TOPHOM Tpsinoi. 3amevarebHo. Ho BOT TONBKO
rae oHa cerndac?

AJUTEKpHC BCE TIHITATIACh OTOTHATH MBICITU O HEMEIOIIUX TaJTh-
1ax ¥ Bepresia nepej coooi kapry. Jlaxke e oHa 1 IONMET, Tjie
HAXOMTCSI, TO JIONETETh JI0 I03KHOTO Toymoca Ponvpuu rnpu Ta-
KOM BETpe Y Hee TOYHO He TOyUUTCs. YparaH mpooupa Jo ca-
MOTO ceprla, Ka3ajaoch, YTO OH BOT-BOT MOTYIIWT JiaXe OrOHb
BHYTPU Hee, HO JIEBOUKa IMPOJIoIKalla MEJUIEHHO TIepe/IBUTaTh
HOTH, XOTh U Cama He 3HaJa, Ha YTO HaJesiach.

Briepeau BO3BBIIIAJICS HEOOJBIIION XOJIM, U, KakKeTCsl, YacTh
ero He OblIa 3aHECeHa CHEroM. 3Ha4YMT, TaM HeT 1 BeTpa! JleBou-
Ka YCWJICHHO Torpe0iia yepe3 CyrpoObl B Hy)KHOM HarpaBJICHUN
Y TIPUBAJIMJIACH BCEM TEJIOM K OTpOMHOM TuibiOe jibaa. He Obl-
JIO CWJI IaXe JIPOkKaTh, HE TO UTO YHECTH OTCIO[a HOTU. 3psi OHa
Tak nocriemmia! Hano Obw1o ocrateest ¥ momous Jlepow, u o
Ooutbiiie ObI MOJIB3bI ObLTIO. A Tereph — AJIIEKPUC MOJHSIA TJ1a-
3a K 4epHOMY HeOy, — Tenepb OHa HHM MOMOXET HUKOMY, JIaXe
cebe. Kapra Bbinana u3 00e31BHKUBIINX MAJBIEB U OECITYMHO
yTOHYJIA B O€JIOM ofiesiie.

B 3TOT MOMEHT c3a/d TOCIHBIIAICA XPYCT, U AJUICKPHC,
He YCIIeB JaXe MOHSATh, YTO MPOUCXONT, PyXHyJa BHU3. [leBou-
Ka yXe PUTOTOBUJIACh YTOHYThH B JIS/ISIHOW BOJIE, HO BMECTO 3TO-
ro 3apaboTaja 3HaTHYIO IIMIIKY, YIAPUBIIUCH TOJIOBON O HEYTO



TBepIoe.

— Yept, Hag0 ObLIO MOOOJIBIIIE IPOYECTh 00 ITOUM AypaIKon
iaHeTe! — BCIYX BHIPYrajiaCh OHa, XOTh €/1Ba IIeBeJIIa I'y0amu,
¥ ocMoTpesack. HaBepHoe, jien packososicst u3-3a Teruia ee Orxs,
KOT/Ia JIeBOYKA MPUCIIOHUIIACH K TJIbIOE.

JlensiHas memepa oka3ajiach HAMHOTO OOJIbIIe, YeM OKUJIalia
AJek puc: nojiiepKuBaeMast TOJICTBIMU JI/ISTHBIMU CTaJlarHaTa-
MU, OHa YXOIWJia B OECKOHEUHOCTb. XOTsI, YUUTHIBAsSA, KaK TYT
ObLIO TEMHO, BO3MOXKHO, JIEBOYKA MMOTOPOINMJIACH C BBIBOIAMH.
MeieHHO OTHSBINKCH HA HOTH, AJUICKPHUC TIOTPABUIIA CYMKY
¥ nodOpeJia caMa He 3Hasl KyJia, TOJIbKO 4TOOBI corpeThesi. B KoH-
116 KOHIIOB, OHa BCerjia CMOXeET MPOOUTh cebe MyTh HaBepX.

[I11a oHa Tak mapy 4yacoB, MHOT/Ia TIepeXo/isd Ha Oer, YTOObI CO-
IPEThCs1, HO He BCTPeTHJIa Jaxe HaMeKa Ha HedTo kuBoe. Jla yx,
HEe TaKoe YHbLIOE MECTO IpeJICTaBIsielh cebe, KOraa CIbIIIHIIb
CJIOBa «IUIAHETA OTHS JKM3HW». [IeBOYKA B3J0XHY/IA U OCTaHO-
BWJIACh: OHA YK€ JKYTKO ycTajla MITH, a IJ1a3a yCTaJu CMOTPETh
Ha OECKOHEUHbIe JICJSTHbIe KOJIOHHBI, TOHYIIME B TMOIyMpAKe.
Henb3s ciath! XOTh 31€Ch U HE OBLIO BETPa, HO XOJIOJ BCE PABHO
npoOupal 10 Mypaiiek. AJIJIeKpHC MmoTepia I1a3a, 0OTYero OHU
3aCBETHJIUCh HEMHOTO sIpUe, YeM HYXKHO, U TYT ke B HeJIoyMe-
HHUY YCTaBUJIACh HA OJIMKAMIIYIO KOJIOHHY.

JIuGo y Hee yke HAYaIMCh TAJUTIONMHAINM, JTUOO BO JIbIY
4TO-TO OBLJT0. JIeBOUKa HeMeJIEHHO MOIONIA TIOUTH BIUIOTHYIO,
YTOOBI €€ CBEUEHHE JIyUIlle MOMAJIaIo Ha MPEAMET, U MPUIITY PH-
nace. Bogopocns? Anekpuc qaxe o0oria BOKpYT cTonoa, 4ro-



OBl YIOCTOBEPHUTHCS, UTO ITO TaK. OrpomMHast yepHast BOJOPOCITb.
Ho otkyna oHa TyT, BO Jpnax? Eciau Tonbko... [leBouke orue-
r0-TO CTaJI0O HEMHOTO He 1o ceOe. Eciu ToIpKo Bece 3T0 He ObUIO
3aMep3IInM OyIyomuM okeaHoM. OrpoMHasi BOIHas TJIaHeTa,
0 KaKOK-TO MpUYMHE oOpailieHHas B jiel. Terneps yxe TyT U TaM
JIeBOYKA HAXOJWJIa CTaW PhIO U Jaxe HEeOOMBITNX BOTHBIX SIIIle-
poB. Uto Ha yme y AHHbl Mapuu? 3aueM OHa BCE KUBOE TYT
B Jieq oopatmna? O Coznarens! [la, moxoxe, 4To Bce OeccMepT-
HBIE CJIETKA TPOHYJIUCh yMOM !

Criyctsi HeKOTopoe BpeMs AJUIEKPUC MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO BIIE-
penu 3amassuni cBeT. OHa TOTYacC ke cTaja JBUTAThCS TPAKTH-
YecKu OecITyMHO, MOMYUHSSICh TPUPOTHON OCTOpOKHOCTH. [Ipn
OmKamieM pacCMOTPEHUM OKa3aJioCch, YTO MEpIIaHUE UCXOMIH-
JI0 OT OOJIBITION CTaW PavKOB, TAKKEe CKOBAHHOM JIbIOM. JleBouY-
Ka MoCTy4asia MajiblieM MO XOJOJHON MOBEPXHOCTH, CJIOBHO Ha-
JIESICh, UTO PauyKu OTPEarupyioT 1 yIjiblByT, HO, KOHEUHO, HUKTO
13 HUX JaKe He MOIIeBeIUICS. AJUIEKPUC CHOBA B3/IOXHYJIA: KaK-
TO BCE HEBECeJIO CKJIAJbIBACTCS B IIOCIICAHHE.. . .

Ho moxpcuutath, Korja ke MIMEHHO BCe IIOIIO HE Tak, OHA
HE ycriena, MOTOMY Kak B 3TOT MOMEHT COBCEM Ps0M MOCIIbIIIIA-
JIVCH IIIar, a IIOTOM M BeCeJIbIi CBHCT. M3-3a 9Xa JIeBOoUKa Jaxe
He TMOHSJIa, OTKYAA UAET 3BYK, HO 3aTO AEPHYJIACh OT HEOXKUJAH-
HOCTH ¥ C IIIyMOM MoBauach Ha jell. Ensa npuas B ceds, ae-
BOYKa IMOCIIEINNIa CIPATAThCA 3a Omkauiiei koJoHHon. CBUCT
CMOJIK. AJIJIEKPUC OTUYETIMBO YCNbIIIAIA, KAK HE3HAKOMEIl Bbl-
HYJI KJIMHOK U3 HOXEH.



— KT0 TyT? — rpOMKO IIPOM3HEC rOJI0C HA MECTHOM MEJIOANY-
HOM s3bIke. — [Touemy npsyenbcsa?

«Ara, TaKk 5 TeOe M OTBeuy, Hallel Iypy», — XMBIKHYJIA PO
ceOs1 IeBOYKA U CUJIbHEe MPUXKaJach K KOJIOHHE.

— Hop, num! — ckoman0Basn TeM BpEMEHEM T'0JIOC, U 110 JIbLY
MUTOM 3aCKpeOJId KOTTUCTBIE JIAITHL.

AJnekpuc 3axaia poT pyKoi, YTOObl He MMUCKHYTh OT CTpaxa.
Tonbko 3TOTO €if He xBaTasno! BooOpaxeHue prucoBajio MHOTO-
YUCJIEHHbIE BapUaHThl TOro, kKeM Mor okazatbcsi Hop, a KosoH-
Ha T033/I1 Hee TeM BpeMeHeM HaunHaja ObICTpO TasiTh. BHe3an-
HO 3BYKHU CKPEXETa KOITEeW, IXOM OTIABaBIIMECA IO BCEH TIEIIe-
pe, ctuxiu. JleBouka cuzena He Jpllla, NbITAsACh OIHUMU IJa-
3aMU BO ThME€ PA3[JISIETh 3TO HEUYTO, OHOBPEMEHHO MPOKJIU-
Hasl CBOE BE3AECYILEE CBEYECHUE U MBITASCh CIPATATHCS B TIOHYO.
Ho Bokpyr Obl10 mycto. BepHee, Tak Ka3anoch AeBOUKE, MOKa
OHa He JI0raJiaach IOCMOTPETh HABEPX.

— A-a-a-a! — u30 Bcex cui 3aBepeinana AJUIEKPUC U, CHOBA
IIOCKOJIb3HYBILVCh, MUTOM BbUIETEJIA M3-3a KOJIOHHBL. C MOTOJIKA
Ha Hee CMOTPEJ IByXT'OJIOBBIM ITYIIUCTBIM JUHO3ABP.

— INonanace! — Xo3s1MH 3Beps yke ObUT HArOTOBE, HACTABUB
Ha JIEBOUKY opyxue. — Bot Te Ha! Bol uto ke, OeccmepTHas? —
Vickpa nocneniHo omyCTuiI CTapblid KOPOTKUAN MeY.

— Jla, — pa3IpaxeHHO W €ellle MCIyTaHHO OTO3Bajiach AJuie-
Kpuc. — Bbl Bcex rocreit Tak Bcrpeuaere?

— He moe, koHeuHO, A€o0, MUJIeIn, HO He KaX bl FOCTh Kpa-
JeTCs yepe3 TelIepsl, — YIBIOHYJICS MOJIONON MYKUMHA U CIIps-



Tas opyxue. — Hop, ko mue!

[Iymmucras simepruna MUIoM 3aCEMEHMIIA 110 MOTOJKY K X034-
MHY. 3aMEeTUB B3IVIAA]] IEBOYKH, TOT MaxXHYJ PyKOMU.

— Hla BBl He Goiitech, OH Oe3 mpukasza He HanajaeT. CiaBHas
KMBOTHHA: KAXK/as1 TOJIOBA CTAPAETCs BBHIMIOTHUTH PA0OTY JTydlle
Apyrou, 4ToOBI 3apadoTaTh OXBAIY.

— 51 1 He 60I0Ch, — BRICOKOMEPHO BBHITOBOPUIIA AJUIEKPHC.

— 41 cnpimant. — Mysx4rHa yislOHyICsS ceOe B ycbl. — Tak, 1mo3-
BOJIUTE JIM Y3HaTb, YTO MPUBEJIO BAC CIOAA, B TPOBUHIUIO?

JleBouKa He OTBETHIIA, a TOJIBKO OTBEJIA B3IVIAM, CTapasich Aep-
’KaThCsl HE3aBUCUMO, HO MECTHBIN J)KUTEJIb BCE PABHO 3aMETUJI €€
JPOXb.

— 51 Benp Mory Bech JIeHb Tak CTOATh. — OH yKa3aj Ha CBOM
JIETKAW, PACIIATBHIA HACTOAIMMHU LIBETaMu Hapsa. — Ponvpuan-
1[bl HE YyBCTBYIOT XOJIOJA.

— BBl HE 0UeHb-TO YBaXXUTEIBHO pa3roBapuBaeTe ¢ OeccmMepT-
HOW, — pa3pakeHHO 0TO3Bajlach OHa. — BoiHbI He GonTech?

— 51 6o10Cch MONO3PUTETHHBIX TyXKAKOB, M HE BAXKHO, KTO OHH, —
HE W3MEHUJI CBOETO TOHA (ponMpuaHel. — A OTOMY MOBTOPSIIO
BOIPOC.

— Ilorepsanace s, nonarHo? Jlerena k. AnHe Mapuu, ciuii-
KOM II03[JHO 3aIJIsHyJ1a B KapTy, a Ha MOBEPXHOCTH B3JIETETh
ykKe HEe CMOIJIa. — AJUIEKPUC K JJajla OT MECTHOTO XOTh KAKON-HU-
Oy/Ib peakilvu, HO TOT YIOPHO MOTYAJ U K JaJl TPOJOIKEHUS. —
He morym Obl BBI IOKa3aTh JIOpOry BO JABOpeIr?

donmpuaner] mogO3pUTEIbHO HAXMYPHJICS, OOTyMBIBAsI YTO-



TO. A AJIeKpUC TeM BpeMeHeM OTMETHJIa PO cedsl, KaK CTPaH-
HO COYETAETCs CypOBBIM XapaKTep MYKUYMHBI C €T0 SAPKOU LIBE-
TOYHOU OHEK 0.

— Her, — HakoHel1 penii OH U CHOBA 3aKMHYJI Ha IJIe40 Opo-
IIEHHBIX Ha Jie MeokK. — K aure 3necs. Hop, oxpanste, — u yaa-
JIAJICS BITyOb CBETSIIMXCS TYHHENEH.

— 30, moyemy 51 IPOCTO HE MOT'Y MOUTH € TOOOI ? — MocTienuia
BO3MYTUThCS A€BOYKA. — TYT e X0n0aHO!

— 51 He moBey HE3HAKOMIIA B TOPOJ], — OTO3BAJICS TOT M3[1a-
Jeka. — K Tomy e cerogHsi Ha peIkoCcTb TEIUIbI IEHEK, Hacla-
JKIIANTECD.

AJnekpuc paccep:keHHO M HEeMHOTo oOMkeHHO 3aconena. Jla
YK, TYT U 3aX0YelIb J0OPOU He CTAHEllIb: Ha KXk JJOM IIary TOJIb-
KO HeloBepre U mpeHeOpexeHue. KaaTh HaBepHsKA MPHIET-
cs1 jonro. OHa ycTano onycTUsach Ha Jiejl MOJ, BHUMATEIbHbIM,
XOTb 1 HECKOJIbKO INIyNOBaThIM, B3r1siAoM Hopa. JleBouka u ca-
Ma He 3aMeTWJIa, KaK 3aJpeMaa B MOJIyTbMe XOJOAHBIX Mellep,
KyTasiCh B TOHKOE€ MOHYO, a I71a3a OTKPbLIA, TOJbKO KOIJa yxke
3HAKOMBIH TOJI0C PSIBKHYJ HAJl YXOM:

— DM, TH YTO, pelia oOpyIuTh TyT Bee?!

AJIeKpuC TOICKOUMJIa B MTHOBEHUE OKA U TYT XK€ IMOYyB-
CTBOBAJIa, KaK CUJIbHO IOXOJIONENN ee pyKu. BepHee, oT Tena ee
BCE ellle 111eJ1 HEBEPOSITHBIN Xkap, HO CMyTJIas KOJKa cTajla HAMHO-
o XOJIO[IHee, 1a ¥ MOYTH NlepecTalia cBeTuThes. M Bee ke aToro
HUYTOKHOTO TETIa XBATUJIO, YTOOBI MPO3pavHasi KOJIOHHA TPec-
HYyJIa ¥ TOTOBA ObLIa OOBAJIMTHCS.



— [IpoctuTe, — 1eXypHBIM TOHOM Opocuiia ieBouka. — Hy Tak
YTO rOBOPUT AHHa?

OHa TONBKO cenyac 3aMeTUiIa, YTO MyKUMHA 3a4EM-TO IpU-
BeJI ¢ cOOOIi ellle IBYX YeJIOBEK.

— Ilymaete, MbI Tak BOT cpazy Oy/ieM TPeBOXUTb KOpOyieBy? —
IOZIAJI TOJIOC OJJUH U3 HUX, COBCEM €Ille MOJIOJOU NnapeHb. — Her,
CHaYyaJla Mbl [IOCOBETOBAJIUCH CO CTAPEHIIIMHAMM, & IIOTOM. . .

Aunnekpuc nepeduiia I0HOIIY, U3/1aB 0OpEYEeHHbII CTOH.

— Yepr nogepu, s 6eccmepTHast, 1 AHHa Mapust 6eccmepr-
Has — MOM C HEW pa3roBop Bac, UCKp, He kacaercs. [Tpocto mpo-
BEANUTE MEHS BO JBOpELL.

— K10 Takoit uepr? — nocisanocs BMECTO OTBETA.

JleBouKa He OTBETUJIA U OOPEUEHHO TMOCIIEI0BAIA 32 MAXHYB-
MM ey pyKou xo3sanHOM Hopa. JIByXronoBbIM AIIEp TyT ke
601po 3acemMeH1 Briepeu. Tem BpeMeHeM 3aCThIBIIMX B JiesI-
HBIX CTOJI0AX OrOHBKOB CTAJI0O HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIe, U BIIEPEAH I0-
Ka3aJioCh BBIPYOJIEHHOE B Telepax MHOTOSIPYCHOE IMOCeJIeHHe.
3nech, moxanyi, ObUIO Jaxke YIOTHO. Beiomy Buceny rupistHpl
3aMep3IlIUX JTMKOBUHHBIX IIBETOB M (DPYKTOB, TYT M Tam BH/I-
HEJIUCh JIUXO 3aKpy4eHHbIe TOPKH 7151 OBICTPOTrO NepeMelieHust
BHU3, a Jie/l HaBepXy ObUI JOCTATOYHO TOHKUM, YTOOBI CBeT Pu-
KJIa/Ia OCBELIAJI TYT Ka /bl YroJIoOK. BepHee, Tak Ka3anoch CHa-
yasia, NMokKa AJIJIEKPUC HE OITyCTWJIa TOJIOBY U HE MOCMOTpEIa
Ha HWXKHHME 3Taxu. TaM, BHU3Y, HEUTO CBETUJIOCH SIBHO CaMO
10 ceOe XOJIOIHBIM PO30OBBIM CBETOM U JIBUT'AJIOCh, TOYHO KUBOE.

— I'ne-to Tam, BHUBY, Aapo Poampun, — MOACHUI TOT Ke pas-



TOBOPYMBBIN I0HOIA. — YUCTHIA OTOHb KU3HU.

— «['ne-To Tam» — 3TO TOBOJIBHO PaCILIBIBYATOE MOHSITHE 11T
TOTO, YTO HAXOOUTCS MPSMO Tiepe]l TOOOM, — MOCTIEIINIA ChsI3-
BUTb AJIEKC, HE OTpbIBas B3IJIS1a OT OTHS KU3HHU.

— OH XOueT cKa3zarh, YTO HUKTO He ObUI HA HUKHUX ITa-
*ax, kpome Ee Bennuectsa u runbpauu. 1o 3anpenieHo. Hukto
HE 3HaeT, YTO TaM TaKoe, — OTO3BAJICS TPETUI UCKPa, U OKa3a-
JIOCh, 4TO 3TO OblIa AeByIIKa. OHa OTKMHYJIA KAIMIOIIOH U YJIbIO-
HYJIaCh.

JleBouka BeJIMBO KuBHYJAa. HaBepHoe, MyxX4uHa HpuBeEs
¢ coboii meteil. OHA TOJNBKO Teneph 3aMeTH/Ia, YTO KaXblil UX
HUX HOCWJI KPYIHBII KYJIOH Ha TOJICTOW BEPEBKE U3 IKyTa.

— Corpesartorue odeperu, — NOsSICHIIA JIEBYIIKA, POCIIE/INB
3a ee B3MIAAOM. — TyT Bce Takue HocaT. Kaxercs, kak OyaTo Mbl
Ha MWIOW TEIUIOW KPUCTAJIbHOM IJIAHETE.

AJleKpuc CHOBa KMBHYJIA M ONISITh MepeBea B3I Ha AP0
®donupun.

— Jlaxe He mymaiiTe, — TOTYAC K€ OCAAWII AEBOYKY MYKUH-
Ha ¥ TIO/ITOJIKHYJI K TOHEHbKOMY U3BUTOMY JIJITHOMY MOCTY Oe3
nepui. — [lokonenus KuUBYyT, HE 3HasA, YTO TaM, U BaM 3TO TEM
0oJ1iee He T03BOJIEHO.

— O, He MOTy, Bbl TAKOW FOCTENPUMMHBIN ! — BCIUIECHYIIA PY-
KaMu AJIeKC U aKKypaTHO 3alaraja Brepe/ o MOCTYy, Ha MTHO-
BeHMe 3a0bIB, YTO B CIIy4ae Yero MOKeT B3JIETETh.

OnHu BTpOEM MOIONUTH K OOJBIIOMY TOMECTHIO, BCE CTEHBI KO-
TOPOTO, Ka3aJIOCh, OBUIN YK paIIeHbl 3aMeP3IIMMU BHYTPH 11BETA-



MM U Jaxe JAepeBbsMu. [[Bepei, Kak U Be3/e, He ObLIo, U B TIep-
BOM JKe OOJIBIIIOM 3aJie TIepe]l OTPOMHBIM 3epKaJioM yXe codpa-
JIOCh MHOJKECTBO HICKP.



I'JIABA 6

INPEJAHHBIE

Aunekpuc Beneq 3a (hoIMpUaHIIeM NOAOILIA K JIeJTHOMY 3ep-
Kajly, CTapasicb He CMOTpPETh HMKOMY B IVla3a, M Jejaja BUj,
YTO pasrisi/ibiBaeT MEeCTHYI0 apxuTekTypy. CoOpaBiiuecs cuje-
JIM MPSIMO Ha TIOJYy, MOA0OpaB IMoj ceOsi HOrM. AJUISKpUC ke
Ha MpeJIOKEHNE MTPUCECTh PSIOM TOJIBKO OTPULIATENIBHO MOKA-
Yajia roJI0oBOM: He XBaTaJso ellle 3ajejeHeThb 371ech. Vickpa, npu-
BE/ILINIA IEBOYKY, ¥ €r0 IETH OTOILIU K CTeHe U, KaK U BCe, yCTa-
BWJICS HA 3€PKaJio, TOHKAsl TIOBEPXHOCTh KOTOPOTO YKe TofIep-
HYJIaCh PO30BATOU JBIMKOM.

CoOpagImecsi CHHXPOHHO CKJIOHHMJIY I'OJIOBBI, AJIJIEKPUC BHE-
3aITHO MpeJcTaBuia cede, Kak ITMHHAS cefiasi Mpsi/ib CTaperIm-
HBI, CHJICBIIIETO HETIOZIaJIeKy OT Hee, BMep3aeT B Jie[], U C TPYJIOM
nofgasuia yasioky. OHa 31ech 1o aeny. Po3oBast menena pasria-
JWJIach, ¥ Tiepe]] COOpaBIIMMUCS TpejcTana cama AHHa Mapwus,
BOCCE/IaBINasl HA Pe3HOM TPOHE, HAIOMUHABILIEM Oesloe Kpy:Ke-
BO. Celiuac B pOCKOIITHbIE KAIlITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH KOPOJIEBBI ObI-
JI BIUIETEHbl HATU MEJIKOTO KBaplia U KUBBIE IIBETHI, POCIIIHE
npsIMO U3 OOraTtoro BeHKa, 3aMEHSIBILIETO OTHIO KU3HU KOPOHY.
U Bce xe BuA y AHHBI ObLT KAKOM-TO BHIMYYEHHBIH, Ka3aoCh,
OHA C TPYJOM CIyIIaeT CTAPEHIINH U BOT-BOT XKJIET MOMEHTA,



YTOOBI IOUTU OTJOXHYTh.

— Bame BenmuuectBo, — Hayanm WCKpa, CHUICBIIUN Omke
BCEX, — BBI IMO3BOJIUTE?

AHHa OTpelIeHHO KUBHYJA, M55 KY/1a-TO B CTOPOHY.

— B Hamle nmocesnieHre MpOHMKIIa HEM3BeCTHAsI OeCCMepTHaS. . .

[Ipy 3THX cIOBaxX KOPOJIEBA 3aMETHO OXMUBWJIACH U, YYTh
BBINPSIMUBIINCH, TIEPEBENA IJ1a3a HA CTAPEHUIINHY, HO HUYETrO
He cKazaJa.

— Mps1... Ham noka3ajioch oJIO3pUTENBHBIM, UTO OHA SIBUJIACH
ciona 6e3 mpurnamenus, 0e3 oxpaHsl... [0OBOpHT, 4TO moTepsi-
Jlach U MIIET Bac.

— HeusBecrtHasi, — TMXO MOBTOpWJIa AHHA U MIOTEpJIa yCTaBIIue
maza. — A s Aymana, 4To Bbl JOJDKHBI 3HATh BCE OTHH, YTOOBI
3aHMMAaTh TaKyl JOJLKHOCTb. — B ycTajoMm rosoce ciplanoch
JIETKOE pa3JpakeHue.

— 4... — HemHoro onemmi crapell. — [Ipukaxkere 3aTounTh ee
B TEMHMUILY ?

— Mo3ru cebe 3aTouu, a TO OHU CJIUIIIKOM TyIible! — He3ame/I-
JIMTEJILHO OTPBI3HYJIACh AJUIEKPHC U, KaKk OY/ITO HE CIIbIIIA, KaK
BCE pa30M OXHYJIM, MPOJOJIKaa: — Sl HUKOMY HUYEro He cliena-
J1a, ICHO?

AnHa Mapus BHIIPAMWIACH HA TPOHE, OKPYIVIMB IMas3a. [e-
BOYKE Jake MOKA3aJIOCh HA MTHOBEHHWE, YTO OHA BOT-BOT pac-
cMeeTcsl, TS Ha cTapiia, KOTOPOro OT TakoW JEep30CTH €Ba
HE XBaTUJ UH(PAPKT.

— 4 monsna Bac, KieiBuHT, — BCe Tak ke y/bI0asch, MPOU3-



Hecsa oHa. — AJIeKc, TIOIOWAM CIofia.

AJIeKpyC HACTOPOKEHHO JIBUHYJIACH MPSIMO K 3epKay, B MO-
Jie 3peHHs1 KOTOPOro OHA JI0 TOr0 MOMEHTa He Morajiaia.

—Yt0 TeGe CHOBA OT MEH$1 HY’KHO? — XOJIOMHO Cripocuia AHHA
Mapusi, pazom yOpaB C JIMIIA YIBIOKY.

— IloroBopuTh, — pacIjIbIBYaTO OTO3BANIACH JEBOYKA, BpPakK-
JneOHO KOCSICh Ha COOPABIIUXCSI, KOTOPbIE OTYASTHHO MBITATUCDH
MIOHSATH, KTO e Takas 3Ta «AJekc». — He 371ech.

— 3TO MOe KOPOJIEBCTBO, M s PEIllaio, Ijie Mbl OyaeM roBO-
PUTh, — MOJIHBIM HENPUSI3HU TOJIOCOM TpepBajia ee Ta. — Bripo-
yeM. .. He xotenoch Obl OcTaBIsITH TeOs1 37€Ch O€3 MPUCMOTpA.

AJnekpuc JOBOJIBHO MpHIIypuiiack: «IIpaBuiibHO, 4TO HE XO-
Yelb, YMHHUIIA». DTOT KECT He ocTajcs 0e3 BHUMaHHMSA Oec-
CMEPTHOM.

— V6epu 3Ty yXMBLUIKY ceiuac xe! Thl TpsiM Kak TBOW. .. — AH-
Ha r1yOOKO B3JIOXHYJIA, BUMS, UTO €€ MO/JaHHble B HeJOyMEHUU
NeperIsIBIBAIOTCS, W MoIpaBuia Bojockl. — Jlagno. Kieapunr,
nociaymante. Oruncture arMocdepy Haj BallUM IOCEJICHUEM,
4yTOoOBl OHA MOTIJIA B3JIETEeTh. §l c/enalo To ke caMoe HaJ| CTOJIH-
neil. — OHa noBepHysnach K Asnekpuc. — Tam TeOs1 BCTpeTHT.
U 9t0o6s1 6€3 (POKYCOB.

* sk ok

Korma neBouka mpuzemimiach HaKOHEll Nepe] MO-HAacTOs-
IIEMY OIPOMHBIM JIEISIHBIM 3aMKOM, CBETSIMMCS U3HYTpH, €€



U BIpaBay xjanu. Llensiit oTpsii CTpaXKHUKOB B O€JBIX C TONy-
ObIM JIOCTIEXaX U C YK€ U3BECTHON AJUIEKpHC SMOIEMON B BUjIe
enauHopora Ha (oHe JIyHbI TIO/I KOHBOEM TPOBEJT €€ B TPOHHBIN
3aJ1, HO BHYTpb MOYeMy-To He 3aiies. OueBuIHO, KOpoJieBa Io-
HsJIa, YTO JIEBOUKA He Oy/IeT pa3roBapuBaTh MpU MOCTOPOHHUX.
Ho BoT camoit AHHBI Tam He ObUT0. He Ob1T0 1 Jie/IsTHOTO 3epKaa.
Koneuno, BeposiTHee Bcero, ObLIO TO, YTO OecCMepTHAs OTTyYH-
JIach HEHAJIONTO 10 KAaKUM-TO BaKHBIM JIeJIaM, HO YTO, €CIIH. . .

AJutekpuc TUXO BbITalmIa opyxue. Eciam oHa He npaBa u AH-
Ha JIECTBUTENIBHO MPOCTO OTIIYYMIIACh, TO €€ OCTAPAIOTCS MPU-
OUTh HA MECTe 3a HaJM4ue OpYXKus, HO eciu HeT... YTo, ecnu
910 JoBymika? C Hell 1aBHO yXe MeuTaeT MOKBUTAThCs BCst VM-
niepusi, a Terepb, Koraa diaasl Het, Jlepoit He kK koMy Oyret 00-
patuThes. BO3MOXKHO, OHa 1 HE 3aMETHUT ee MPOIakH, a PEeLuT,
qTo TIofipyra cOekasia. JleBouka BCIyIIMBaIach B THIIMHY, Ha-
pylIaeMyio TOJIbKO MO3BSIKMBAHUEM CBHCAIOIIUX C MOTOJKA Jie-
JSHBIX OyC, HAMTOMUHABIIUX XpycTasib. OHA MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
JPOXUT OT HAMPSIKEHUs, U XOJIOA TYT TOYHO HU MIPU YEM: B TIO-
CEJIEHUM € BBbIAAJIN COTPEBAIOIINN aMyJIeT.

AJnekpuc Hayasla MeIJIeHHO MTpOoXakuBaThes 1o 3aiy. Ha ca-
MOM Jiejie, eClid He YyBCTBOBAaTh XOJIOAA, CHEJABIIEro Jiel
Ha TOM TIJIaHEeTe TBEPJIbIM, KaK KaMeHb, TO MOXHO ObLJIO TIO/TY-
MaTh, YTO OHA HAXOJUTCS B KOPOJIEBCTBE JIParolieHHbIX KaMHen
¥ BeCh JIBOpeI| clieJlaH U3 KBapla M Torna3oB. OHa B3[0XHYA
u cripsitana kuaxkan. [Toxoxke, HarmagaTh Ha Hee HUKTO HE COOM-
paicsa. OT Hedero JesaTh IeBOYKA MOJOINUIA MOOIIKE K TPOHY



¥ JIOJITO CMOTpEJIa Ha HeTO, MBITasICh MOHATh, YAOOHO JIN CUJIETh
Ha HEM Bech JieHb. BripoueM, Bpsj Jiu 3ajjaya KOposiel U KOpo-
JIEB CBOIIUTCS K MPOCTOMY CHJIEHHIO Ha TPOHE. AJUIEKpUC cama
YIBIOHYJIACh CBOEM HAMBHOCTH, KOTJA TMOHSUIA, YTO W TOHATHUS
HE UMeeT, YeM OHU 3aHUMAIOTCS.

Bsmian ee ynai Ha 3aaHI010 cTeHy. TaM, B TeHU TPOHA, CIIps-
Tajach HeOOJbINas ABEPb, CEYaC YyTh MPUOTKPHITAs. AJUIEKPHUC
3amepra. OOBIYHO OHA HE MMeJa IPUBBIYKY BIAMBIBATHCS B UY-
KO€ TPOCTPAHCTBO, HO ceivac, OOSI3IMBO OIIS/IBIBASICh, OCTO-
POXKHO 3arIsiHyJ1a BHYTPb.

— Oro! — Henpon3BoJibHBII BO3IJIAC 9XOM pa3Heccs Mo 3aiy,
3aCTaBUB Jie/IsiHbIe OyChbl TOHEHbKO 3a3BEHETh. [IeBOUKa IIMPOKO
pacnaxHyJsia JBepily: mepej] Hell MPeJICTaIo HeuTo Bpojie My3esi
BCEro )KMBOTO.

3arauB /IpIXaHUe, OHA TUXO BOIILJIa BHYTPb, IPUCITYIIUBASICh
TOJIBKO K 3BEHSIIUM JIbUHKAM, YTO MEPLAJIN B COTHEYHbIX JIy-
Yax, MPOXOAMBIIMX CKBO3b JIEISTHOW KyIMOJI, KaK JparoleHHbIe
KaMHH. 371eCh, KaKeTcsl, COOpaTi BceX XKUBBIX CYIIECTB BCEX MU-
poB, uto OblM BO BeenenHoit. PaccmotpeB Bee, AJuiekpuc mo-
HsJIa, 4TO 3TO ObLJT CKOpee He My3ei, a MacTepcKasi OTHs KU3-
HU, TIOTOMY 4TO, 3aKOBAaHHbIE B TJIBIOBI JIbJIA, 3]IECh COCEJCTBO-
BAJIM U pacTeHUsl U KUBOTHbIE. PAIoOM pa3sMecTuinch U IpeB-
HUE pbIObl ¢ 3eMJTH, U IPaKOHbI, KaKMX JIeBOYKa Bujena B OUT-
Be Ha Puknane. bruin 31ech 1 COBCeM YK IPUUYUIMBBIE CO3/a-
HUS$1, OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO rajiaTh, CYIIIECTBOBAJIM JI OHU Ha Jajie-
KUX IUTaHEeTaxX cefuac WM JOJKHBI ObUTH TIOSIBUTHCS B OYIYIIIEM.



Kaxue-To 3Bepu HaBceria BIMEpIH, a KaKhe-To elle TOJIBKO JI0-
AKHMJAIUCh CBOEro BpeMeHu. Kazasochk, cTomio uiib NogHeCTH
CBEYY — U 3BEPEK, IMOXOKUI Ha MYIIUCTOTO eka, OKUBET. TyT ke
BBICUJIIICh OTPOMHBIE BETBUCTBIE JIEPEBbsI, TIOJIHUMABIIINE CBOU
KPOHBI K HeOecaM, a Ha HUX — MaJIeHbKUE SIPKUE KYKH pacripa-
BWJIU KPbUIbSI, YTOOBI B3JIETETD, JIa TaK U 3aMEpIIH.
3acMOTpPEBIINCH HA JAPEBOBUIHBIN MANIOPOTHHUK, O KOTOPOM
TaK 4acTo YNOMHMHAIM B y4eOHMKax Ha 3emJe, eBOYKa CIy-
YailHO IHYJIa HOTOM COBCEM MAJIEHbKYIO JIbAMHKY, B KOTOPOM
npy OMMKARIIEM PacCCMOTPEHUU OKa3aJiCsl SIPKO-3eJIeHbIH MayK.
AJiekpuc He Moruia ciepkarh yIbIOKY: HaJo MpU3HaTh, (paHTa-
31U U TPYAOI0OUsi y AHHB Mapuu He 3aHMMaThb. 3aj1 ObUT MPo-
CTO OTPOMHBIM M BMeIIasI B ceOsi MUJIJIMOHBI PA3HBIX CYIIECTB,
OT KPOIIEYHbIX KOPALJIOB U Mey3 C JJMHHBIMU IIyNajibliaMu
710 (PeHUKCOB, TaK U TOTOBBIX BHOBb BCIIBIXHYTh. TyT Ha I71a3a eii
NONAJIOCh HEYTO TAKOE, OT YETO OTOHb Y Hee BHYTPH Cesal callb-
TO, a IOTOM yXxHYJ BHM3. CHavasna eil 1mokasajioch, 4YTO Ha Hee
CMOTPUT KTO-TO KUBOH, M TOJBKO CITyCTS Mapy CeKyHA AJiie-
KPUC MOHSIJIA: B OTHOW U3 IJIBIO CTOSUI. . . YesioBeK. PsijioM ¢ Hum —
BCE MCKPBbI, KaKHe TOJIBKO ObLIH, (bl U KTO-TO YEJOBEKOOO-
pa3Hbli, HO C YelIylyaTbiMU KPbUIbsIMU JieTyuel Mbliu. Cepa-
1e, €CJI OHO y Hee, KOHEYHO, ObUIO, AporHyno. To jm oT Toro,
9TO OOJIHHO OBUIO BUIETh Pa3yMHOE CYIIECTBO, 3aTOUEHHOE, KaK
¥ 3BEpH, B Jie[l, TO JI1 OT TOr0, KAKUMH OCMbICJIEHHBIMU ObUIY 3TU
TeMHBbIe Kapue 1a3za. Hermoganeky oOHapyKMIIUCh NEPBOOBITHBIE
JHOIY 1 UCKPBI. VIX errie Hesb3s1 ObLI0 Ha3BaTh MOIHOCTHIO Pa3yM-



HBIMH, HO B IJIa3aX 3BEpONIONEH yxke ObUIO CO3HAHUE, U CMOTpe-
JIM OHU Kak-To no-yenoBeuecku. [1o kpaiiHen mepe, AJuieKpuc
HUKOT/Ia He BU/IeNa, YTOObI )KUBOTHOE CMOTPEIO. .. TaK. [leBouka
YyTh CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, U B IJIa3a €M yJapui sIpKuM JIy4 CBETA.
CrpanHo. JIyd Or1 Kak MPOXKEKTOP, XOTsI OCBEIAJICS 3aJ1 TIOJI-
HOCTBIO CBEPXY, OT Kynosa. CKopee BCEro, 3T0 JIef, OTpaxall CBET,
HO BCE-TaKu AJUIEKPUC MEJUIEHHO JBUHYJIACh K €r0 UCTOYHUKY.
Me:xay UCKp CO CBETJIO-OPaHKEBOW KOKEH 1 YeJIOBeKa, CKUMa-
IOLIETO0 B PyKax KAMEHHBI APOTHUK, OHA YXOAWJIA BCE AaJibllie
Y Jajblle OT JBEPH, a CBET CTAaHOBUJICS BCE fpue, Aesasl IVIbl-
Obl BOKpYT OXOKMMH Ha anmasbl. VI BOT HakoHell... AJUleKpHc
OT y’Kaca U HEOKUAAHHOCTU 3axasa cede pot JafgoHbi0. Cpeau
3aMep3UIMX [BETOB U KYCTOB CMOPOJAMHBI, CIIOBHO 3alUILASCh
OT Yero-To M B CTpaxe pacraxHyB I71a3a, nepej Hel cTosii Oec-
cmepTHbIN. Ho BBITTIAAEI OH COBCEM HE TaK, KaK T€, KOTOPbIX AJl-
JIEKpUC yXke BHJesla MHOTO pa3, U He TaK, Kak oHa cama. OH Obu1
MIOXOX Ha Teposi KaKOro-TO (PyTYpPUCTUIECKOTO OOEBUKA, C IEK-
TPOHHBIMHM KPBUIbSIMA C HEOHOBOM IOJCBETKOM U HE TO IIJIE-
MOM, HE TO OYKaMH, 3aKPbIBAOIIMMHU SPKO-(PUOJIETOBBIE [JIa3a.
Ha ripi6e nbaa Opu1o HeOpe:kHO BbiliapanaHo: «Bo ums [opsiaka
pocTy Hac». [leBouka OOs3IIMBO OCMOTpENach U 3aMETUJIa, YTO
TYT ¥ TaM CTOAAT B JISSTHBIX OKOBaX M Apyrue OeccMepTHhIE.
Crynop ee nimwics Henoaro. He 3agymaBimcs 0 Tom, MOT JIA
OBbITh STOT HEM3BECTHBIN onaceH, AJIJIEKpUC TITyOOKO BIOXHYJA
W TIOTepJia pyKH, Kak OyaTo XOTesa ux corpeTb. U BOT yxke Mex
NaJIbIEB MOOekKaI MaJICHbKUE KOJTIOUMe NCKOPKHU. M, Kak MHO-



ro pa3 yxe BHUJeNa JIeBOYKA Yy JPYTuX OECCMEpTHBIX, €€ TPydb
3aCBETWJIACh AJIBIM, & MIOTOM 3TOT CBET IO COCYAaM KpPacCHBIMU
JICHTaMH YCTPEMUJICS K IJ1a3aM, BOJIOCaM U JaloHsM. JIuno jae-
BOYKHU TOTYAC K€ MOKPBIJIOCh TOHKON KPACHOU MayTUHOM, TOJTy-
Oble TJ1a3a Terepb CUsUIN sIpYe, BOJIOCH ITPEBPATHIIUCh B OrOHb,
Y HaKOHEII JIaIOHb BCIBbIXHYJIA. AJUIEKPUC MPUCIOHUIA PYKU KO
Jpy. ToTyac ke MOCHABIIIAICS TYJIKUWA XPYCT, JieJ, MTHOBEHHO
UCTapsisCh, OKYTaJI BCE BOKPYT OeJIbIM MapoM M CHOBA IMpeBpa-
Tiics B cHer. OJIHaKo yepe3 HECKOJbKO CEKYH]| IEBOUKE IMPU-
IIJIOCh OTCKOYUTH TOAIAJIBIIIE, TIOTOMY YTO OECCMEPTHBIN, 3arep-
TBHIM BO JIbJaX, OXKWI U YK€ CBOUM OTHEM B30PBaJl OCTABIIMECS
ockonku. Kpaem ma3za Aniekpuc 3aMeTuia, Kak, ocinadeBIIni
32 MHOTHE TOJlbl, OH PYXHYJI Ha KOJIEHU, YCIEB TOJIbKO MOJCTA-
BUTb PYKH.

Korpa e TyMaH paccesiicsi, OHa C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM U OMAaCKOW
cyMena paccMoTpeTh 6eccmepTHOro. ToT ke apoxaried pyKoun
OTKHUHYJI IPO3PAYHYI0 YaCTh ITIEMA C IJ1a3 U PUBAJIIIICA K OJTH-
JKauIien riapioe JIbaa, TSKEIO Aba. 3aTyMaHeHHBIN B3IJISL €T0
HAKOHEIl OCTAHOBUJICS Ha AJLJIEKPUC.

— C-cniacu60, — BHIJOXHYJT OH BIOJIHE TIPUSITHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Bpl kT0? — TyT *e mnpomentana Asuiekpuc. — [louemy
BBI... TYT?

bBeccMmepTHBIN yAMBJIEHHO MOCMOTPEJ Ha JIEBOYKY, BCE EIlie
TYro cooOpakasi.

— Tax Tbl, — HAKOHEI] MPOU3HEC OH, — Thl 3[€Ch HE MO MPUKaA3y
Annbi? To ectb?.. 3aueM Tl MeHsI 0OCBOOOIMIA?



— Her, He no npukasy, — Bce ele 0O4eHb THXO MPOAOIDKUIIA
oHa. — I Annekpuc. — OHa nogajia HE3HaKOMILY CYXYIO TOpAIYIO
nanoHb. — [IpocTto yBuaena Bac 371€ch U...

B rma3zax 6eccMepTHOro MeJbKHYJ CTpax.

— O yxkac! Ham... Ham Hano youpatbesi! — OH TipearnpuHsiI
cadyIo MOMBITKY BCTaTh Ha HOTU. — Ecitn onu y3HAmoT. ...

— Kto «oHM»? — ¢ HapacTaionmm 6eCroKONCTBOM Mepecrpo-
cuia Astekpuc. — Yro BooO1e ¢ BaMU CITyYMIIOCh?

bBeccmepTHbIl  ycTaBWwiIC Ha JIEBOYKY C  YIUBJIEHHEM
¥ HeOJJOOpEHUEM.

— Te1 uTO, € TYHBI CBasIMIACH?

— Ecnn 3170 MOXHO Tak Ha3Barth.

TOT B310XHYJ1 ¥ IPOTSAHYJ €l PYKYy B OTBET.

— 4 Hepnut OpBei, orons nporpecca.

AJUIeKpucC He yepkajlach U YCMEXHYJIACh:

— Hosro e Thl cniaj, TyT B MiMniepuu 10 cux nop. ..

— CpenHeBeKoBbe? — MOYTH HE YAMBUBIIMCH, ONEPENNII €€
TOT, ¥ MPOAOJIKMJI 3arOBOPIIAYECKMM IIENIOTOM: — A Tenepb
ciylan. $I He OIMH TaKkoM, KaK Thl MOIJIa 3aMEeTUTh. Mup MoJIoH
OrHEM, KOTOPBIE 110 CBOEW MTPUPOJIE TOIHOCTHIO TPOTUBOIIONIONK-
HbI, ¥ BOMHA TAKMX [IPOTUBOIIOJI0KHOCTEN OIHAXK/Ibl Uy Th HE Pa3-
pyumia Beenennyto. Torna 6eccmepTHble Hauan W30aBIATHCS
OT TeX, KTO, 10 UX MHEHHUIO, MELIAeT MUPY U NOKoW. OHU npes-
NIOWIM OTOHb MOPsJIKAa OTHIO IPOrpecca, U MOTOMY TaK M OCTa-
JICh B CPEJHEBEKOBBE.

— To ecrTb... — Hayana IeBOYKA, OCO3HABasA IOHEMHOI'Y BECh



y’Kac MPOUCXOSIIIETO.

— To ecTb Bce, KTO HEYTOJIeH CaMbIM 3HATHBIM OTHSIM, OYy/IyT
HaBEeKM 3aKJoueHbl B Jied. Kak u 1.

AJsiekpuc BcrioMHuIach Haamuch «Bo ums [opsiika npocTtu
Hac». Hy koHeuHo. ['amma.

— U xorga oHuW y3HAIOT, YTO S 3HAIO ITY TaHY W OCBOOOIM-
na 1ebs. .. — OHa ymonsioie nocMoTpena Ha Hepnuta. Bpsin
OrOHb BOWHBI OBLT KEJAaHHBIM COOPATOM.

BeccmepTHBIN TOCTIEITHO KUBHYJI U PACIIPABUIT KPbLIbS.

— Hapo ynerars orciona. Ilycts B iMnepun Mon OroHb J1aB-
HO TI0rac, HO s YYBCTBYIO, UTO OCTaJlaCh B MUpPE OJIHA IUIAHeTa,
e OH TOpUT. MoM UCKPHI BCE el1le BUTal0T Mporpecc aaxe o6e3
MeHs.

— WM 4T0 3710 32 MeCcTO? — nocnenmuiIa NOMHTEPECOBAThCA AJl-
JIEKpUC.

— 3emJis, — IpocTo yasiOHY/Ccs oH. — [lo mpaBae ckasarsk, s
MOKMHYJI €€ YK€ OYEeHb U OYeHb HaBHO. S1... s edBa He colel
C yMa, IOKa M30 JHS B JEHb CMOTPEJ Ha OJIHY U Ty %€ KOMHATYy,
HO Ternepb NPUILIO BpeMs Bce HaBepcTaTh. He 3Hato, HOMHAT Jin
MEHsI MOM JIIOIU.

AJUTeKpuC KalllIsiHyJIa, OTPbIBasi €ro OT MEUTaHUM.

— Hy, Bo-niepBBIX, HET, HE MOMHAT. BO-BTOpBIX, Ha 3eMiie ceu-
4yac, HACKOJIbKO A 3HAl0, MOCENWIICH OMH U3 MaHTu. B-TpeTbux,
pAAOM ¢ 3eMJiel HAXOIUTCS TOBOJIbHO arpeCCMBHO HACTPOEHHAST
riaHeta — BeHepa, KoTtopast BOOOIIE HEMOHSATHO MOYeMy ellle
He 3axBaTuia 3eMJIio.



Hepmut Ha mapy CeKyHIT «3aBUC», TIPWIOKHUB [Ba MaJblia
K BUCKY, TJIe Ha IuleMe Oblla KaKas-To KHOIIKA.

— Xa! Tak u nyman! — OH ¢ roprocTbio YablOHyscs. — Anep-
Hoe opyxue. Hy, oHu AOKHBI ObUTH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JI0 9TOTO
nontu. Benepa Ham He cTpaiHa. — OH elnie pa3 y/IblOHYJICS, BU-
I TopaxeHHoe JIMo AJuiekpuc. — a-na, s y3Han v 31o. Hazel-
BAeTCsl BCEMUPHAs CETh. ..

— Cnacu0o, 51 B Kypce, — HECKOJIBKO HaIlpsi’KeHHO OTO3BaJIaCh
JIeBOYKA, YyBCTBYsI ce0sl Tak, Kak OyATO OeCCMEpTHBIN Tieperny-
TaJI ee CO CIyYaiiHO BHIOPABIIMMCS U30 JIb/Ia HEaHIepTaJIbIeM. —
4l sxuna Tam HekoTopoe BpeMsl. VM, 1o mpa/ie roBopsi, XoTesna Obl
KUTh U JIaJIbIIIe.

— Hy Tak noneremu! — rops4o orozsaiica Hepiut. — B Umre-
puu TeOe Tereph MecTa Her.

AJnekpuc rnokavasa rojsioBoi, gymas npo ceOs, 4to e 31ech
u 0e3 Toro Mecra He ObLJIO.

— He mory. Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe, He ceituac, MHE HaJo. ..

— B 3T0T MOMEHT IBEph B 3aJ1 pacnaxHyjiach, U U3-3a JbAUH
MOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC AHHBI:

— Nure ee, HEM3BECTHO, YTO Y 3TOM JIEBUOHKH Ha yMme!

CTpaXxHUKHM OpOCWIIUCH BPACCHIIHYIO, U XOTSI UM OBLIO erlle
JaJieKko 10 MecTa, rae mputananch Hepmut m Aytekpuc, Oec-
CMEPTHBI CYIOPOKHO CXBATUIICSA 32 CepILe.

— Her, Tonbko He 910! [ HEe X0uy MPOCTOATD 3/1ECH BCIO KU3Hb !

JleBouka Obl1a C HUIM BIOJIHE CONIMIApHA.

— Cmoxels cpsararbesi? — HIEMHYyJIa OHa eMY.



HepmuT KMBHYJT Y PWJIOKWI Majell K OJHOW U3 MHOTOYHC-
JICHHBIX TUIOCKMX CBETSIIIMXCS KHOIOK Ha pyKe.

— [Mogoxau-Ka, — OKJIMKHYJ OH ee, KOTja JIeBOUKa yxe Opo-
CUJIach MPETBOPSATH CBOIO Ujelo. — S TBOW JOMKHUK HaBCEraa.
W ecnu mbl elie yBuanMcs, To... Kakoi TBoi OroHs?

— A-a-a... — He 0co0o criemmia ¢ otBeToM 1a. — Tupo. 51 Tu-
po, — 1 Opocuiach O6eXxaTh MOJANIBIIE OT TOT'O MECTa, IJIe CTOSIN
3aKOBaHHBIE B Jie/l OeCCMEPTHbIE, YCIIeB 3aMETUTh HETIOHUMAaHKE
u yauBiieHue Ha uie Hepnura.

[Mpsiuach OT OXpaHHUKOB, AJUIGKpPUC CyMena JoOpaThCs
JI0 TIPOTUBOMOJIOKHOM YacTy 3aJia, rJe Bpoje Obl HUYEro mojo-
3pUTENBLHOrO He OblI0. Toraa oHa yHsiia IpOXb B pyKax M IO-
cTapasach MPUHSITH HETIPUHYKICHHBIN BU/I.

— AHHa! — BBIIIIA OHA KaK HA B YeM He ObIBAJIO M3-3a HEOOIb-
III0T0 3aMOPOKEHHOTO IepeBa, HE 3amMeuast, Kak TOJINa OXPaHHU-
KOB pUHYJach K Hell. — Thl T1e Oblia?

[Tpo cebs Annekpuc ycrena 3aMeTUTh, Kak OBICTPO CTpax
Ha Jiire 6eCCMEePTHON CMEHWICS TIONO3PEHKEM.

— Oroli1a HEHAJOJITO, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3ajia OHa, BU-
VMO He eJast MPOBOLIMPOBATh KOH(IMKT. — A ThI UTO TYT Jie-
Jlaenib?

— BBUIO OTKPBITO, — OBICTPO OTO3BAIACh AJIJIEKPUC, MHITASICh
n300pa3uTh cMylleHue. — BoT s v mogymara, uTo crojia MOKHO.
A 3TO TBOSI MacTepckasi, aa?

AHHa CHOBa KMBHYJI, K&XKETCSI HEMHOTO PaccaOuBIIUC.

— On, a xak Tl TYT opueHTHpyeubcsa? 1 Kak noHMMaelb,



KOI'/1a MPUIILIO BPeMsi TOrO WJIA MHOTO CYILECTBA? — MPOJOJKaIa
Ka3aTbCsl BOCTOPKEHHON AJIJIEKPHC.

— W3yyaio, kKak MEHSeTCs MECTHOCTb, KJIMMAT, — IIPOCTO OTO-
3Bajlacb AHHa Mapus, SIBHO MNOJIbIIEHHAS! TAKUM BHUMAHUEM
K CBOMM TBOpeHHsIM. — W Bce-Taku, eciii He XO4Yelllb, YTOObI 1
TeOsI TpeBpaTJIa B JICABIIIKY, OOJBIIE HE JIa3b B UyKUX 3aMKax,
JagHo?

«Kak Hepnut, Haripumep?» — xoTena OblJIO CIIPOCUTh AJlie-
KpUC, HO yIepKaaach, 1 BMECTO TOrO KMBHYyJa. AHHa Mapus
JKECTOM OTO3Bajia CTPaxy, a IOTOM KMBHYJIA IEBOYKE:

— Ioiinem, Heuero Tebe 37ech aenarb. — M Asuiekpuc 3aMeTH-
JIa, KaK OMac/IvMBbIM B3MJIs]] JEBYIIKM METHYJICA TyJa, TAe CTOSUIN
(urypsr 6eccMepTHBIX.

OHM CIOKOMHO HaNpaBUJIMCh MTPOYb U3 MACTEPCKOU KU3HU
B TPOHHBIY 3aJI. AHHAa Mapus no jopore Moivaia, HO €€ CITyT-
HUIIa BCKOpE HE BbIEpKaa:

— He Goutech BOT Tak ITPOCTO XOAMTH CO MHOM O€3 OXpaHbI?

AHHA TOJILKO YJIBIOHYJIACH.

— 51 He Takas OGe300MHAs, KAKOM Kaxych. 1 cMory 3a ceOst
HOCTOSITh, K TOMY Ke... — TyT OHa nmo3Bosuia cede ¢ HEKOTOPbIM
IIPEBOCXOACTBOM OITISIHYThCS HAa AJUIEKpUC. — ¢ MoKa He 3amMe-
THJIa, 9TOOBI ThI YMEJIa YIPABISATHCS CO CBOMM IUIAMEHEM.

JleBouka He otBeTmsa. OHa 1 3a0bJTa O TOM, YTO HUKTO, KPO-
Me Jlepol, He 3HaJl O TOM, YTO OHa HAay4yuJach pa3KUrarb OrOHb
BOIHBI.

— A BIpYT g IPOCTO XOPOIIXY aKTep?



— 51 He MOOTI0 TOBTOPSITHCS, HO THI OUEHb TIOXOXKA Ha OTIIA.
He BHemne, HeT. CKopee XapakTepoM. ...

— Jla, Takoe ciryuaercs, — He MO3BojIujIa ce0e mpomMoTdaTh AJl-
nekpuc. — Ecim Ob1 y 6eccMepTHBIX ObLTH CEMBH, Bbl ObI 00 3TOM
3HAJIN.

— ThI rOBOpHIIIL C OTHEM KU3HU, AJUICKPUC, U 51 3HAI0 00 3TOM
Kak HUKTO apyroi. $I mHoro oodmianace ¢ CeHpWHOM, Korjaa
oHa... — TyT OHa 3arHysack ¥ 3aroBOPUJIa COBCEM O IPYroM: —
B o6rmiem, BuibsiMc 110X0# akTep ¥ paHO WJIM ITO3JHO BHITLIEC-
KMBAET BCE SMOLIMU HAPYXKY, KAK U ThI.

JleBouKa Hays1ach: OIMATh 3T Pa3roBOPbI PO Koponsa Tupo.
[louemy HUKTO HUKaK He MOMMET, YTO HE OTEell OH €/ U YTO OHA
BUJIETH €r0 He Kenaer?

— BBl 4TO-TO CIMIIKOM XOpOLIO 3Haete BuibsamMca, — norbira-
JlaCh CMyTUTb OHa AHHY, HO Ta TOJIbKO PacCMesIach.

— Ia, Obl11 3HaKOMBI OHO Bpemsl. Kak-T1o pa3 moroBopuiu
10 /IyIlIaM, KOT/Ia TOT IBITAJICS 3aJIeunTh pazoutoe cepaie. — Ona
crenaia TeaTpajibHbiv kecT. — Ho, 1o rpaBae roBops, 5 eIlie Ku-
Ba UMEHHO TIOTOMY, YTO Y MEHSI XBaTWJIO yMa HUKOMY 00 3TOM
He paccka3biBaThb. — OHa BbIpa3UTESIbHO KUBHY/IA AJIJIEKPUC, BU-
I, YTO Ta yKe OTKPbLUIA POT JJI JoIpoca. — Tak 3a4eM Thl IIPU-
nerena? He mpo oTua xe paccrnpalivBarh — s TOKa HE BUKY, YTO-
ObI Thl CTPEMUJIACH C HUM BCTPETUThHCS.

— Jla, BepHO, — HaKOHell coOpaiach C MBICJSIMU OHA. — ¢ pu-
I1J1a 32 MPOTUBOsIINEM. f Jymara, 94to, MOKET ObITh, B BAIIIMX 3a-
nacax Haumy 4ro-HuOyab. Mnu cmemato, ... — OHa mocMoT-



pena B mia3a Jiepyiike. OTYero-to ee CroKOMHBIN rojoc U J00-
poXkesaTeIbHbI HACTPOW TaK M MAHWJ BBUIOKHUTb € BCE CEK-
petbl. HeynmButenpHO, 4TO GecCMEpTHBIE Tak JOBEepsUd AHHE
cBou npoOiiembl. — S Belb MOT'Yy BaM BEpPUTh?

Ta c nerkou y/ibIOKON KUBHYJIA.

— Dnaja ele k1Ba, — HallOMHUJIA OHA, TOHOM MOYEepPKUBasi,
HACKOJIbKO 3TO BaXKHO, — U €Ille He MO3/JHO MOMbITAThCS.

— Ha, s MoMHI0, — HU4yTh HE U3MEHUBIINCH B JIMIIE, OTO3BA-
nack Ta. — Eciiu Ob1 OHa ymepria, ee Tesio Obl Cropeso.

— Ho Jlepou tak He gymaer. 1 oHa xouer Mctuth I 'paiisny.
A Kuap... on nooGemman youtb MeHs, eciiu 51 ckaxy. OH xouer
UCTIOIb30BaTh 'HEB Jlepoil, yToObl Ta Hauala HaKOHell IeHCTBO-
BaTb.

— U T npunuia cioga, HECMOTPS Ha 3Ty yrpo3y? — yIUBJIEH-
HO moaHsia OpoBu AHHa. — OueHb, OUeHb Ha TeOs HEeTOXOKe.
W ouenb onpomeTunBo, 310 TOYHO. Knap cinenaer Bce ajis J10-
CTHKEHHMSI 11eJTU, ¥ y HETO HUKOI/a He ObUIO COI0O3HUKOB WJTU TO-
Bapwuieir. Orob cBOOO/IBI BCEIIa caM Io cede TaM, Iie 3TO eMy
BBITOJTHO.

— Ho Jlepoii... ona xe... Ox, 4epT BO3bMH, OHA ke TYIHIIA,
OHa HE CMOXET TATaThCs C apMHUEr TeHel, OHa TIOTMOHET B 3TOM
BOMHE!

— Kak XopoI110 Tbl 0OT3bIBaEIILCS O APY3bSIX, — XMBbIKHY/IA AHHA
Mapus.

— Ecimu Dnnanma He cmoria. ..

— O, noeps MHe, Co3aaresib CrIocoOeH Ha TO, Yero Thl OT HETO



HE OXKHUJIaelllb.

— Her, HeciocoOeH, — CKBO3b 3yObl TTporieAniia AJUIeKprC, Ha-
YMHAsA 3TUTHCA. — Y DJ1aipl ObLIA COIO3HUKH, M TENIEPh OHA TI0-
4TH MEpTBa, a Jlepoi omHa.

AHHa ToXe HeTepIeMBO CIOKUIA PYKH Tiepe]] COOOM.

— Tak 4ero ke Thl OT MEHs XOyelllb? § ke ckazana yxe, 4ro
y MEHsI HET TIPOTHBOSIINA.

— Ho Benp ero MoxHo crenars!

BeccMepTHast OTKMHYJIACH Ha CIIMHKY TPOHA U IMPUKPbLIA TJ1a-
3a.

— Ox, AJtekc, s LIEHIO 9yXKYI0 )KU3Hb ITPEBBIIIIE BCETO HA CBETE.
Eciu Obl 1 Moria cienaTh ero, Jymaelb, s Obl He OTJasia ero
cpa3y xke? B OuTBax ¢ OrHeM BOIHBI MOTUOAIOT THICSYM JKUBBIX
CYIIECTB, HO s1 HUYETO, HU4e20 HEe MOTY C/IeJIaTh.

AJIeKpUC HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MOJT4aja, MPUCTAIBHO IS
B IIa3a AHHe, Kak OyJTO MBITAsICh IONMaTh Ty Ha JIKU.
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