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Cepaue apakoHa
1 r1aBa

XJonaHbe KpbUIbeB pa3aaioch HaJl TOIOBOM, M MOTOKH TEIJIOTO Bo3/yxa oonamm venryio. Cre-
JOM TI0CJIENOBAJ TOIYOK, U 3eMJIsl cOgporHyJack. Ctapasch NOJIHOCTBIO UTHOPUPOBATh COIIEHUE HAJl
yXOM, TIPUTBOpHUIIACH crisitiieid. [ToTonTaBimch psgoM co MHOH Mapy MUHYT M U3/1aB YTPOOHOE phIva-
HHe, KOI'TUCTas Jamna Mpolwack 1no Ooky. S yaapuia XBOCTOM O 3eMJII0 M yCJbllaja, Kak Haao-
efja OTCKOYMJIa B CTOpOHY. OONIEryéHHO BBIIOXHYB, MOYI00HEe PACIONIOKIIACh Ha TIONsTHe. Msrkast
TpaBa IIEKOTajla KHUBOT, & YTPEHHUE NIEPBBIE COJIHEUHBIE JIyUM NPUATHO corpesaiu. [lopox 3a cnu-
HOH 3aCTaBWJI IPUCITYIIATHCS, TPOTOHSSA OE3MATEKHOCTb.

—Tamu-u-u-ud! — pasnancs Haa yXom KaaoOHbIA MUCK. — Thl Beb He CITUIIB!-s1 (DBIPKHYIIA,
OTBEPHYB I'0JIOBY B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY. —TayIn-u-u-ug! — HECHOCHAs1 AEBYOHKA MTOJKPAJIACh U 5 TOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa Ha CBOEM XBOCTE €€ Jianbl. [IEpHYB M B CTOPOHY, OJHSAJIA €TI0 HaJ, TOJI0BOY IOAPYTH U OITy-
CTHJIa C MPOTUBOIIONIOKHOM CTOPOHBI. OHa 3apblyaia, TIIETHO MBITASICh U3JI0BUTh MOM XBOCT. BHOBB
paszzascs HOpoX, U MOCHBIIAINCH TskeEnple mark. Koro emé Henérkas npunecna? IlouyscTBoBaB
3anax eme ofiHoM MpoOJieMbl, MBICJIEHHO 3apbluaiia. M mouemy Obl UM HE OCTaBUTb MEHs B IOKOe?
Heyxenu s mHororo npomy. ..

—Mcapu, octaBb xBocT Taymig B mokoe!-pazfgaics BbIcOKOMepHBIi Oac. [lokyiennst Ha Moy
XBOCT ITPEKPATUIIUCh.

—Kxen! OHa He oOpaiaer Ha MeHsl HUKakoro BHuManus! $1 xouy nonerars! M3-3a storo riy-
TI0r'0 3aIpeTa Ternepb MHE Pa3pelialoT JIETaTh TOJIBKO C COITPOBOXKAEHUEM. . .~-OHA OOMKEHHO 3acorea,
a Kxeus nipeIcHY1 co cmexy.

—[locne TBOMX-TO OJBUTOB, 51 BOOOIIE YIUBJIEH, YTO TeOe MOKHO MOKMAATH JOM!-51 OTKpbUIa
71a3a, GpPOCHB B €r0 CTOPOHY HEJOBOJIBHBIN B3UIs1]. OH MOIOIIEN U yAErcs psigoM co MHOI. —Kaxeres,
KTO-TO CETO/IHA HE B Ayxe. bbula Tsk€nas Houka? — 3applyajia U packpblia Kpelibsd. Harmteny npu-
LIUIOCh YBOPAYMBATBhCS, U OH OTCTYNMJI Ha3al. JJOBOJIbHAS yXMBUIKA UCYE3/IA C €T0 JIMLA 110J, MOUM
B3IAOM. S MOOHANACH C TPaBbl U CIOKWIIA KPBLIbS.

Houw u BpaBay Obita mpocto yxkacHoii! Yepes 3 Henenu Mo€ coBeplIeHHONETHE U 51 Oyday
IIpeJCTaBJIeHa MIpeJKaM, KOTOpble HAPEKYT MEHs BTOPHIM MMeHeM. [ToMrMo 3Toro s goynkHa mpeq-
CTaTh CO CBOMM M30PaHHUKOM, KOTOPBIA pa3eMT MOIO CHITY, M MBI ITOTy4UM OJIarOCIIOBEHHE TTpeji-
KOB, KOTOpOE€ COEAMHMT HamM cyapObl. Ho 3ToT BBIOOp menaio He s, a Marxana — most 6a0y1ka,
Hapeu€HHas Mynpoil. 1 e€ BeiOop ocraHoBmiics Ha Kxene. Mbl IpyXuiu B IETCTBE, HO 51 HE X0O4Y,
YyTOOBI MOIO KM3Hb paciulaHupoBaiu 3a MeHs! [loaTomy, Korna s BOCIIPOTUBHIIACH BOJIE POIUTE-
Jiefl, 1O CaMoro paccBeTa Mbl Pyrajlch U 3TO, Kaxercs, cibliaiyd Bce. baOymnika Obuta B sIpOCTH,
HO 51 HE XOTeJla OTCTYIaTh M CKasajia TO, Yero Hejb3s ObuIo roBopuTh. ClIOBa BHOBb 3a3ByYasd B
namsTy. 5 n€pHyna rooBoi 1 ooepHyaack Ha Mcapu. OHa OACKOYMIIA HA MECTe, U B I71a3aX BCIIbIX-
HyJ sipkuii oroHEK. [lombekaB K Kpalo CKaibl ¥ MPHITHYB, OHA B3JeTena B He0o. S ocraHoBMiIach y
0OpbIBa ¥ IOCMOTpeNa Ha yncToe roiayooe HeOo. CoHIle MeUIEHHO MOAHNMAIOCh, 3QJIMBAast CBETOM
Y TEIUIOM BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO. BHM3Y GeckOHEUHBIM OeJIbIM MOKPhIBAJIOM MEAJIEHHO IUIbLIM OOJIaKa.
Mcapu KyBBIPKHYJIaCh B BO3/IyXe, U €€ Yelllysl 3aiCKpuIach NepiaMyTpoOBbIM OeckoM. Sl cioxuna
KPbLJIbs, IIArHYJIa BIEPED M HaYaJIa MMKUPOBaTh. Bo3Iyx 3acBUCTEN B yIIax, s IPUKPBLIA IV1a3a, OIly-
111as1 Ha Yelllye ero nNoToku. KocHyBIIMCh epeAHMMH JlariaMu 00JIaKOB, PacKpbliia Kpblibs. Bo3myi-
HbIE MacChl YCTPEMHJIUCh B KPBUIbsI, MOATANIKUBAsI MeHs 0OpaTHO. OHM BO3HECIM MEHsI HaJl TOPOi,
U sl MEeJUICHHO TMapuia B HeOe. Mcapu IpoJieTena Moxo MHOM W mopaBHsuiack. Eil ObUIO HerpocTto
JIETETh HA TAKOM BBICOTE, U MBI HEMHOI'O CHU3WINCh. OHa MOAHANACHh HaJl MOEH TOJIOBOM.

—Tamud, a T ObLJIa IO TY CTOPOHY OT OOJIAKOB?

—Her.
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—Heyxenu Tebe He UHTEPECHO, YTO TaM, BHU3Y?!

—Tam mup mofielt, B KOTOPBII HaM 3ampelieHo CIycKaThes. Tak 9To 0cTaBb CBOM HECOBITOUHbIC
MeuThl, MHaue TeOst JeNCTBUTEIIHHO 3apyT 1oMa.-Mcapu nputuxia u 3acorena. OHa He ToOuT, Koraa
sl Pa3roBapvBalo C HEll B CTPOTOM XOJIOZIHOM TOHE, HO OHa JOJIKHA MOHSATh, YTO Takoe 3ampeT. Tem
Oonee e€ KelaHue YBUAETD JIIOAEH OMACHO ISl KU3HHU.

—Tsl Beap OHA W3 CHIIBHEHINHUX! -5 MOCMOTpeNa Ha MOJSHY M yOeausach, 4yTO OHA ITycCTa.
Bunumo, Kxen ymén, Hy... tem nydme! -f gymana, XoTs Obl Tbl MEHsI TOAACPKHUILb | -MHTOHAIINH B
e€ roJoce sIBHO JIaBaJIv TIOHSTh, OHA OOU/IENACh.

—Mcapw, 51 He...-s1 oOepHynach. [IpakoHMXa CIOXWIA KpPbUIbsl U Havasla MUKUpoBath. OHa
cobpanach nposereTh OGaprep? A cMoTpena B HafieKe, UYTO Cevac OHA PACKPOET KPbUIbsl U TIOJIe-
THUT B CTOPOHY TOPBI, HO 3TOT0 He Tpou3oiio. OHa mpoosrKaia HabupaTh CKOPOCTh, CTPEMHUTENBHO
npubnmxkasce kK obnakam. Her, rynas! §1 pasBepHysachk u moserena 3a Hell. BRITSHYBIIMCH BceM
TEJIOM, CTapasiach Kak MOKHO OBICTpee JOTHATh YIPSIMYIO TPaKOHUXY. BBICTABUB Jaribl, MOIMBITAIACH
CXBAaTUTb €€, HO OHA YBEPHYJIACh M CKPbLIACh B 0Onakax. MHe HUYEro He OCTaBaIOCh, KaK MOCIE/0-
BaThb 3a Hell. Ecim oHa okaskeTcst Ha 3emiie, TO TIOBEeprHeT ce0s onacHocTH. badyika v ocTaabHble
HE TOJIbKO €€ 3aIlpyT, HO M1 MHE MaJIO He MOKaxeTcs!

[ToTOKM Maru4ecKkoi SHepruu, CKphIThIE 32 0OJIaKaMH MTPOH3WIM Teslo. S 3apbyana, 4yBCTBYH,
Kak HemeeT Tesio. O0naka paccesuuch, U s yBuena, Kak Mcapu nmajaer criuHou K 3emie. Kaxercs,
OHa ToTepsijia CO3HaHUe, Mpoxoas yepe3 Oapbep. OHa BCero Ha TP Trofia Myajlne MeHsl, HO JI0 CUX
MOp TJIOXO OOpaIaeTcsi ¢ MarmyecKMMH MOTOKaMu. BepHYB KOHTPOJIb HaJ/l MBIIILIAMH, ITEpPEeBEpHY-
JIach B BO3JyXe M, paclipaBUB KPbUIbsl, MOJJIETENa K MOApyre, 00XBaTHB €€ ganamu. [IoToku marum He
CITYIIIAJIUCh, S TIBITAJIaCh HAOpaTh BBICOTY, KaX/Iblii HOBBII B3Max BHI3bIBAJI OOJIb B MBIIIIAX JIO CY/I0-
por. Mbl Hauau najaTh, HO y CaMO# 3eMJIM MHE YAJIOCh CMSTYUTh €0, IPUTOPMO3UB, U MbI PyX-
HyJI1 Ha TpaBy. OCHOBHOM y/ap MpUITIENCS Ha MeHsl, 51 3aKpblia Mcapyu COOCTBEHHBIMU KPBUIbSIMH.
Marus 3emiM AaBuja U CKOBBIBAJIA, OHA OTIMYAJIaCh OT TOM YMCTOM SHEPrUH, KOTOpas OKpykaja
¥ 3allMInana Hac Ha rope. Mcapu BhIOpasiach M3 MOMX JIall ¥ IPUHSLIACH pacCMaTpUBaTh OKPYKalo-
1ryio Hac iopy. A nmogHsIack Ha ¥ MEJICHHO CJIOKMJIA KPBUIbsI, 4yBCTBYs O0Jb B 1ieue. Hazgewoch,
cMory niepeHecTr Mcapu depe3 Gapbep U OHO He mpoBeaeT MeHs. [Toka s ocMaTprBasiach, UIa Moj-
XoJslIee MeCTO JU1s B3JIeTa, 3Ta Mep3aBKa KyJa-To JiesaTb. B 1eTcTBe s yacto nepeuunsia poauTesisim,
HO HUKOTJIa HE Hapylajia 3aKOHbl APEBHUX. 3apbluaB, yAapuiia XBOCTOM 3€MJIIO U, IPUHIOXABIIKCH,
To1wIa no e€ cieny. Pa3nBuHyB poramu BeTBH JepeBa, YCbllIaia KajloOHOe pbluaHue U OpOCHIIach
Briepén. BriOexaB Ha mossHy, yBUIeaa, uto Mcapu O6apaxTaeTcs Ha TpaBe, JieXa Ha CIMHe, 3ally-
TaBLIUCh B ceTu. Ha Hell CKJIOHMIIMCh HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK, JIMKYS OT pajocTH. 1 rpOMKO 3apblyaia
Y BBIIILIA BIIEPEN, Oroysisl JJTMHHBIE KJIBIKM W MPUIIOAHSB KPbUIbs. Jlonqu OpOCHIMCh B pacCHIMHYIO,
CTaB MEJJIEHHO OKpYyXaTb. [Ipuxonuioch BepTeTh TOJIOBOM M Pe3KO MOBOPAYMBATHCS, YTOOBI yCiie-
IWTH 32 UX IBMKeHUsIMU. OIUH U3 HUX, TPOMKO 3aKkpuyai. S1 oOepHysIach Ha HEro, BTOPOW KUHYIT
Ha MEHs yAaBKY, TPETUil IPUTOTOBUII PYKbE C APOTUKAMHU. 51 3apbyaja, ¥ rojoc 3XoM MPOHECCs MO
Jecy. YBepHYBIINCH OT yIaBKH, XBOCTOM yapuJjia YeIoBeKa ¢ JpOTUKaMu. YeloBeK HallpOTUB MEHs,
3aKpbIBalOLIM Mcapu 3aMenikaics, U 5 IEIKHYIA MacThio psAaoM ¢ HUM. OH OTCKOYMII U, COpPBaB
3y0amu ceTh, OTKMHYJIA €€ B CTOPOHY, 0CBOOOXk1ast Mcapu. CXBaTuB e€ JianamMu, OTTOJIKHY/IACh OT
3eMJIM ¥ B3JIeTesIa, OKYThIBasl MEJIKYIO SHEpPruel, YToObl MpoXo/s uepe3 Oapbep, OH BHOBb HE IOTJI0-
T e€ cuiibl. KonjoBare sHepruei moaeit ObUIo TPYIHO, U sl YyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MOW pe3epB OBICTPO
omnycromaercs. OTTONKHYBIIUCh OT 3€MJIM, MPbITHYJIA, PACKPBIB KPbUIbsl, HO IUIEYO MPENaTeIbCKU
3aHBLIO,  Ha JIalle 3aTSHYJICS CHIIOK.

—Homoii!-peikHyna 1 1 Mcapy B3jeTesna, MCIyraHHO OOEpHYBIIMCh Ha MeHs. Marmdeckas
BepeBKa JI0 KOHIIA OIMYCTOIIMJIa MO pe3epB, U 1 BHOBb PyXHYJIa Ha 3eMo 6e3 crl. OT Maruneckou
HEXBATKHU, TeJI0 HaYaJ0 YMEHBIIAThCSI M BCKOpE s cTajla He Oosibllie KOMKH. JIIonu MOoqHsIM CeTh C
3eMJIM U HaIPaBWJIKCh KO MHE. B royioBe 5 Mckasa ImyTH BeIXO/1a: BEPEBKY Pa30pBaTh -CUJI HE XBATHT.



JI. C. KoxanoBa. «Cepnue 1pakoHa»

Hpatbcsi? C MOMMU-TO HBIHEIITHUMU pa3MepaMu YeThIpe YesioBeKa OBICTPO OfoNeloT MeHs. Bot xe
BJIMILIA. ..

Co CTOpOHBI pa3Jaych ATk U HA TMOJSIHY BBIILTA €€ TPOe MYXKUYHMH B JUTMHHBIX O€KEBBIX
miamax. Hy, uynecHo! MoxHO nmogymaTh, MHE 9THX Majio Obu10. JIIomu B Iuiaiax caenaid HECKOJIbKO
[1aCCOB PyKaMH, BO3/1yX BOKPYI 3aUCKpUJICA M OHU 3amepiu. VX Tena okyTasu e1Ba 3aMeTHbIE Maru-
YecKre HUTH, KOTOpble 00e3IBMKWIN JOeH psamaoM co MHOM. Jliomu B mamax, onn maru? I[oka
IBOE U3 HUX PazOMpaiCh C 3aMEpPIIMMH UCTYKaHAMH, TPETH MOMIET B MOIO CTOPOHY. fl momnsTu-
J1ach, OOBUB JIallbl XBOCTOM U OTOJIMB KJIBIKU. XOTSI, BPS/I JIM MOUM HBIHEIITHUI BUJ] CIIOCOOEH KOTo-
HUOY/Ib HATTYTaTh. .. Mar oImycThICS Ha KOPTOYKH B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax OT MEeHsI U MPOTSAHYI PyKy. S
3apblyajia v METKHYIa 3y0aMu B CAHTUMETPE OT €ro NaJiblieB. BepeBka He Mmo3BoiuIia NpuOIM3UThHCS
K YeJIOBeKy OJke, U sl yKyCHJIa JIMIIIb BO3AYX. 3aTO YeJIOBEeK OTCTYITHII Ha3a/l, M0fI03BaB K cede BTO-
poro. I nepeBesna yrpoxarouuii B3I/ ¢ OQHOro Ha BTOporo. Heckoabko MUHYT OHM IIPUCTAIbHO
paccmMarpuBai MEHs, a 5 1ake He MOIJIa HU4ero caenars. [1sidarcs, cioBHO yBUAEIN JUKOBUHHYIO
WUTPYLIKY Ha BBICTaBKE.

—MarneHbpKkas OHa Kakasi-To.-IIPOTSIHYJI BTOPOM.

—Mozxer ele AeTeHsbl coBceM ?-Moxxall Iie4aMu NepBbiid. -BeipacTteT!-BTOpOii KUBHYI U OHU
clieJlaJIi HECKOJIBKO TaccoB. § MOYYBCTBOBasa, Kak MEHsl OIUIeTaeT Marmveckas mierthb. 1IE€nkHyB
3ybamu, pa3opBajia HUTh U MPUIOIHSIA rpedeHb. -OHa cMoria 000pBaTh TBOIO Mario ?-BTOPOM CKU-
HYJI KalloIIOH U 51 YBUZEJA €ro JIMLO. BJIOHIMH ¢ CMHMMU [JIa3aMH ellI€ pa3 BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpE
MeHsi. OH czenan HECKOJIbKO MacCoB, MOCTIe KOTOPHIX 51 ObUIa HE B CHJIaX TOIIEBEUThCs. B Bo3myxe
nosiBMIach Kietka. OHa OMmycTHIach psJOM CO MHOM, M OJIOHAMH Mocaaui MeHsl BHYTpb. Kak ceii-
yac MHe Xouercs oTTanarh emy pyky! Kak Tosbko 51 okasasiach BHYTpH, OLielIeHeHHe npouuio. Pe3ko
0OEpHYBIINCH, PBaHY/IA BOEPEN, HO JBEpIia 3aXJIOMHY/IACh U 51 Bpe3asiach B MPyThsl. Maru nomHsum
KJIETKY, M OTIOpa ucuesna. Sl moKauyHysach, MbITasich yCTOATh Ha Janax. Ceprie B rpyau OeieHo CTy-
Yajio, MHe BIiepBbie ObLIO Tak crpaiHo! loOpanack mu Mcapu 10 1oMa, CMOTJIa JId OHA TTPEOoJIeTh
Oapbep, a TIIaBHOE, UTO Ternepb OyIeT CO MHOM. ..
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2 rjiaBsa

Kax ObI 51 HY TTBITaIACh Pa30UTh, PA3TPBI3TH WIIH XOTsI OB TIOIIAPAIaTh MPYThs KJIETKH, BCE ObLIO
6ecrone3no. OHa He TPoITycKaia Marm4ecKue MOTOKU, ¥ BOCCTAHOBUTH COOCTBEHHYIO Maruio s Obljia
He B cwiax. A Kak Obl XOTEJIOCh MPUHSATH POIHOE OOJIMYME W, PACKHUIAB THX JIIOJICH, BEPHYThCS
nomoii. Tlocie COTHM JKaJIKUX TOMBITOK BBIOPAThCs, Jieria, 3a0UBIIMCh B yroi. Hajeroch, XOTs Obl
y Mcapu Bc€ xopomo. OHa Bellb Tak MEeperyraiach, HO MOXKET, 3TO MOCIYKUT € YPOKOM, IpaBaa
BecbMa CypoBbIM. V1 yBUZIEB JTI0/IEN OTHAK/bI, OHA [IEPECTAHET MEUTATh BHOBD CITyCTUTBCS Ha 3€MJIIO.
TospKO, UTO JIIOIM CAEIAI0T CO MHOM, IJIsI MEHSI OCTaBaJIOCh TaiiHOM. YObioT? Torga caenaiu Obl 3T0
Ha MeECTe, 3a4eM 3alUXHYJIu B KJeTKy. [lomneitatorcss npupyuntsh? KMBOM S UM TOYHO HE Jamcs.
['ne 3710 cibIXaHo, YTOOBI UCTUHHBIN APAKOH, MOPOXKICHUE BCEJIEHCKOW Maruy PUCITYKUBAJT JTIOASAM!
[Mponanyt koHTpadaHaoi? M 4T0 MOTOM. . .

Krnerka pe3ko HakpeHWIach, BBIAEPIUBAs MEHS U3 PA3MBIILUIEHHI, U 5 IpUIlaa K TPOTUBOIIO-
noxHoMmy yrity. [logHsB ronoBy, 3apsryaiia, ouaparnas poraMu notosok. Kierka 3amepia. Mbl octaHo-
BMCh? CBETJIOBOJIOCHIN Mar 3ariisiHyJI CKBO3b MIPYThsI U 4TO-TO Tiporientai. CloB st He pa3oOpaia,
HO TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TeJO TsKEJIEET M CKOBBIBAET, HE JlaBas mnoiueBenuthcs. He B coctossHMM
HUYEro CHeJIaTh, s JIUIIb TPOMYE 3apbluajia U OeCCHIBHO yrajia Ha JHO. Mar OTKpbUI KJIETKY | ITPO-
TSHYJI PYKY, UTHOPUPYSI MOU yrpo3bl. BuanMo, B cujie CBOMX 3aKJIMHAHME OH ObUT yBepeH. BasB 3a
3arpvBOK, OH BBITAIIMJI MEHS HA KAMEHHBIH ayiTapb. 1 Opocuia Ha Hero 3JI00HBIN B3IJIS/L M TIOBEPHY-
nack Briepén. Ilepeao MHOM CTOsIM €€ ABOE BHICOKMX MaroB. OJJHOTO § yke BCTpeyala B JIECy, a BOT
BTOPOTO BHJIENA BriepBble. OKa3aBIIKCh BAAM OT KJIETKH, 51 IOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MArM4eCKUe MOTOKH
MPOIUTHIBAIOT BO3/1yX HACKBO3b U OKPYkKalOT MeHsl. OCTaBUB MOMbBITKM YKYCUTh MaroB, COCPeI0TO-
YWJIACh HAa SHEPTUU BOKPYT U pacKpbula pe3epB. XOTb 3eMHAs MArvs OTIAYAIACh OT TOU, K KOTOPOM
sl IPUBBIKJIA, 9TO OBLIO Jydille, YeM Huvero. Uyxkas Marusi mpensTcTBOBaJIa MOIJIOMIEHUIO, HO MHE
yZIAJIOCh IIPOOUTH B HEl Opelils v uepe3 He€ BIUTBIBATh SHEPTUio pruposl. Ho Hesb3s ObUTo 320bIBaTh
0 JIIOSIX, CTOSIBIIIMX COBCEM PSIOM. Sl Tak TIIATeNIbHO MpoAMpasia OJOK Mara, 4to YIyCcTujIa To, YeM
OHHU 3aHUMAJIMCh. 32 TO BpPEMsl, Ha aJITape MOSBUJICS KUHXKaJ, ABE MUCKU C BOJOM, OT KOTOPBIX MaxJIo
TPaBSHBIM HACTPOEM, TOHKHMI YEPHBIN Tpresb U CBUTOK. BTopoii Mar, KOTOpbIi Toke ObLI B Jiecy,
B3I €r0 M Hayajl BOOUTH MO aJTApIO, BBIPUCOBBIBASI CUMBOJIBI BHYTPU Kpyra. BlIoHIMH OTCTynuI K
TpPeThbeMy Mary, U BeCb CBOM CITyX s1 0OpaTHiia Ha HUX pasroBop.

—Hukorna He BHIe MOJOOHON OKPACKH, la U pa3Mep MaJIeHbKUN COBCEM. YBEpEH, UTO OH
CTOIUTCS ?-1 JIs1 Yero ke 51 IOJKHA CTOIUTCS, XOTeIOCh 3aKpryaTh MHE, HO BblIaBaTh cedsl He CTaa,
Ja ¥ HE AyMalo, YTO OHU OLIEHAT MOM MOPbIB 3HATh KX IUIAHBI HA TaKyl0 MaJIEHbKYIO MeHs. bioHanH
3aKOHYMJI PUCOBATh MEHTArpaMMy U MEPEeIBUHY MEHS B €€ LIEHTP. S yrpoxaroiiie 3apbelyaia v ero
pyka Bc€ ke AporHyna. OH OTOIIEN K OCTaJIbHbIM.

—Hy u xapaktep...-Opocun OnoHauH. 51 TpOMKO (PbIpKHYJIa M OH OOEpHYJICS Ha MEHs. -
Kaxertcs, camouka.-uto 3HaunT Kaxercst! CIeroi uro Ju. ..

—Buaymo, Tl €ii He TOHPaBUIICS.-YCMEXHYJICSI BTOPOH, KOTOPBIN OBUT B JiECy.

—MHe BCcE paBHO, OHa HE MHE MpeAHa3Hayalach. Y MEHs yxKe ecTh yemynyarelid. Ha He€ g
He npereHayo. [71aBHOe, 4yToObl AJIbAUC ObUT B OE30MACHOCTH.-OH MOBEPHYJICS K TPEThbeMy Mary,
CTOSIBLIEMY MEXJY HUMH, JI0 CUX MOP HE CHABLIEMY KaIIOUIOH. - YBEPEH, UTO e€?

-V Hac HeT Ipyroro BHIXO/Ia, OH YK€ 3aKPbLJ C IECATOK MYCTOT O€3 Maruu JPakoHOB U MOCIIE/I-
HUI pa3 9TO ero 4yTh He YOWUJIO!-BCIUIECHYN pyKaMU Mar U3 Jieca U MOBEPHYJICS K HE3HAKOMILY. -
Thl KOHEYHO, CUJIBHBIA Mar, HUKTO HE OTPHIIAET, HO TIOMOIIb TeOe Hy)XHa. Jlekapy clMBaM TBOWM
pe3epB M0 KyCOUKaM HECKOJIBKO YacoB Tocjie B3pbiBa. U Tebe KpyITHO MOBE3JI0, YTO ThI YK MOKEIIh
JBUTATbCS Y KOJIJIOBATh.-51 IOCMOTpEJIa Ha IIaTeHa C KOPOTKOM CTPUKKOW M MepeBelia B3I Ha Tpe-
Thero. BoT moyemy OoT HEro UCXOOUT Takask HEPOBHas SHeprus. Pe3eps eme He BOCCTAHOBWICA U OT
9TOr0 ero Maruveckuii (poH HEPOBHBIN U JIOBOJILHO CJIA0bIA. Mar KUBHYJT U IPUOIU3UIICS K alITaplo.
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S Thxo 3aperyana, 670K OMOHIWHA HAYall c1adeTh U MOW pe3epB BCE OOJIbIIe 3aloHsIIa SHEPTHsl.
YestoBEK OCTAHOBUIICS M BBITSIHYJT BIiepEn pyKy. OT HEro nmpusITHO MaxJjio, OH B3sJT OJHY U3 MUCOK U
MpUABKHYI KO MHE. f1 (pbIpKHYa, OpOCHB Ha HEro cKenTudeckuii B3rsaa. OH, mpaBjaa, JyMaeT, 4To
s1 Oy/y 3T0 IUTh? Mar CKUHYJI KaIoIIOH W €0 Cepo-royiyOble I71a3a YCTaBUIIMCh Ha MeHs1. [IJTMHHBIe,
MoYTH Oesible BOJIOCHI 3aTSIHYTHI B XBOCT, a MO, MAHTUEW CKPBIT CMHUI KOcTioM. OH B31J1 BTOPYIO
MUCKY M OTIIWJI TPaBsiHOM HAcToi. BJIOHIMH MOgouIen Ko MHe U, B3B yallly, clieJiajl KOPOTKUI nac
pykoii. Marudeckast SHeprusi yCTpeMuiach KO MHe, HO sl oTOM/Ia e€ cOOCTBeHHOW. Mar ylIvuBIeHHO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha MEHsI U TTPOJIeJall MAHEBP eI€ pa3, HO 5 He TIO3BOJIMIIA HEMOHATHOW CyOCTaHIIUM MTPO-
HUKHYTb BHYTPb.

—ITpo6eMsl ?-IIOAOIIIEN ITIaTeH, OKOCUBIIIKCH HA MTOTHYIO MUCKY.

—Hwuuero He nonnmaro! Mou 3akJIMHaHUS HE TPOXOAST ?-111aTeH MPLICHYJI CO CMEXY U MOXJIOMAa
€ro 1o IUieyy.

—Jlorapn, naxe y TeOst ObIBAIOT OCEUYKH. -OJIOHAUH HEJOBOJIBHO MTOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS.

—3HauuT, NPUAETCS BIMBATH MO CTApUHKE! -OH B3sUI MOIO TOJIOBY W Pa3ABUHYJ YestocT. S
(bIpKHYIa U 3apbluayia, HO Mar JIMIIb CHJIbHEE CTHCHYJ MEHsI CBOMMH OOJIBIIMMH OrpyOeBIIMMU
pyKamu.

—Iloneruye. ..-BCTps IaTeH U 51 OpOCcUIa Ha JTIOAEH SIPOCTHBIN B3IJIS.

—Jlyumie Obl TOMOT ! -IIPOIIMIIENT Mar ¥ B3siB MUCKY, BBUTHJI COIEp)KUMOE MHE B TacThb. Knxka
OKa3aJlach OTBPATHTENILHON: TOPbKOBATO-TEPIIKHIA BKYC OOKET MACTh M OCTaBUII ellg Oojee Mep3Koe
nocJieBKycue. bIoHIuH pa3:xail pyKu v, yOpaB MUCKY, oTcTyniJI. $1 3adbipKaa, mbITasch U30aBUThHCS
OT JIIOJICKOM I'aJJOCTH BO PTY, IIPY 9TOM UYBCTBYsl, KaK OHA CTEKAEeT 110 CTEHKaM I'opJia, BbI3bIBasi IOKA-
JIbIBaHKE M HenpusiTHBIe peduiekchl. [IouyBCTBOBAB Ha TOJIOBE PYKY, MMOAHSIA YIPOXKAIOIMIUI B3I,
BCTPETHUBIIUCH C CEPO-TOIYObIMU IJ1a3aMU. B HUX He ObUTO HU TEHM CTpaxa WM COMHEHHMS], €70 Marusi
OKyTaJla MEHs ¥ HENPUSTHOTO KKeHUe OTCTYNIIO. JIniio Mara 6bL10 HEMPOHUIIAEMBIM, HO 5T TIOUYB-
CTBOBaJIa, YTO TOT BHIIIECK SHEPruM NMpuHEC emy O0oib. Ero marnveckuii (hoH MOIMIATHYJICS U OTHO
U3 CIIUTHIX MECT BHOBb HAJIOPBAJIOCh. S peKpaTuiia pel4aTh, OyKBaJIbHO 3arMITHOTU3UPOBAHHAS €10
B3r1s110M. Crierka HaKJIOHUB rOJIOBY, KOCHYJIACh €10 JIAIOHH SI3bIKOM, HO TYT e ofiepHyJ1a ce0s1. 3Ha-
YWT, B €r0 poay Obl 060poTHH. JIomu, KOTOpble MOIJIM TPUHUMATh OOJIMYKE 3BEpsl, B €r0 Maruu
3TO SIBHO OTpakeHO. TaKMM MaraM JIerko MOAYMHUTD JTI000e )KUBOE CYIIECTBO C HEBHICOKMM MHTEJI-
nektoM. [Ipu GOJBIION CHJie MOXKHO Jake TIOAUUHSATH JOCH, HO Mar Ha 3TO emmé He crocodeH. S
€ pa3yMHa M MOsI SHEpPrusl MOJABIISIET €ro Maruio, IOToMy, TakKMe IITY4YKH Ha MHE He npouayt! f
HIENKHYJIA 3y0aMu, U OH OIEPHYIT PYKY.

—CmMmoTpu, Kycadast MeJioub ! -peIpKHYJ OJTOHIUH. Mar-o00poTeHb B3sUT KMHXKAJ, U S Harpsira-
nack. OneneHeHre XoTh 1 0c1adI10, HO TIOTHOCTBIO HE MCYE3JI0, & 9TO 3HAYMT, YTO OBICTPO YKJIOHUTHCS
OT yaapa 51 He cMory! Mar nogHéc KJIMHOK K PyKe W MOJIOCHYJI JIE3BUEM IO Majibily. AJiass KPOBb
okporwiia Metail. IllaTeH pa3BepHy/ CBUTOK, M Mar MprKail naser K Oymare, OCTaBUB KPOBaBbIN
OTIevaToK. bJIOHAUH MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE CO 3J7I0M YXMBUIKOH.

—Tenepr TBOsA ouepenp!-s 3applyaiia, MEAJIEHHO MATACh Ha3ajA. Mar MOTSHYJICS KO MHE, HO
BJPYT BO3[YyX pa3pe3all ONIyIIAlOMUI PhIK.

—Kxen!...-g BckuHyna roioBy Kk HeOy. Ha ¢hoHe TEMHO-CHHUX 00JIAKOB SIPKO CHSLT COJTHEUHBIN
ceT. OH npopBat 6apbep pbikoM? OrHEHHBIH IPAKOH HaYaJI ITAPUTH HAJT JIECOM, Kya MbI yrianu. OH
ObLT JIOBOJIBHO JAJIEKO U Ja’Ke €CIU sI 3apblvy, YCHUIIMB TOJIOC Marvei, Bpsi I OH YCIIBIIIAT MEHS.
Jlionu OTBJIEKJIHCH, OOEPHYBIUCH HA 3BYK. DTO MOH maHC... CoOpaB BCIO HAKOIUBIIYIOCS SHEPIUIO
BBITUIECHYJIA €€ OJIHUM MOIITHBIM ITOTOKOM Y TIOKPOB Maruu OJIOHAMHA, CKOBBIBAIOIIIUI MOU JABUKEHUSI
paccesiicsa. OaHaKo Ha 3TO YILET BECh MOU pe3€pB U Maruu IMouTH He OcTajloch! B3aMaxHyB KpbUIbSIMHU,
B3JIeTeNa Hajl anTapéM. Boime! UToObI Maru He CMOIJIM JOCTaTh MeHsl, a ToToM ObicTpee K Kxemy. On
noMoskeT! 3a CIMHOM MOCTBIIIAJICS T0I0C OIOHANHA, TUIEUYO MpeJaTeIbCKy 3aJI0MUIIO, U 51 TIOIIATHY-
Jach B BO3ayxe. Marudeckas 1jeTh oOBsi3aia 3a/lHKe Jialbl ¥ Havyaja TSHYTh K 3emie. Pazopsarhb
MOTOK Mara ObLJIO He YeM, BCe CHJIBI YIIUTM Ha pa3pylleHue Oapbepa, CaMOHAJESIHHO U TIIYTIO HAJIO0
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CcKazarh... I o0epHyIach, MeHTarpaMmMa sipKo BCIIBIXHYJIA M HECKOJIBKO HEOHOBO-CUHHMX IIeTIel yCTpe-
MUJIMCh KO MHE, CKOBBIBas KpbUIbsl. [loTepsiB paBHOBecHe, pyXHYyJia Ha XOJIOIHBIA KaMeHb. BckounB
Ha JIarbl, 3apbluaiia Ha mpuomkaonmxcs joaeit. [Tpous! f nepeena B3risin Ha HeOo, Kxen ieten B
Hanty ctopony. Heyxenu, on ycnbiman! S B3MaxHyna KpbUIbsMU M OTTOJIKHYJIACh OT KaMHS, HO KaK
TOJIKO MOU JIaIlbl OTOPBAJIMCh OT KaMHSl, YeJIOBEeUeCKHe PYKM CXBATUJIM KPbUIbs M OOJBHOE TUIEUO
XPYCTHYJO. §l ApOCTHO 0OepHyIach Ha OIOHAMHA, OH MPHKAJ MOU KPbUIbs K TETy.

—Pexb ObicTpee, MOKa OHa BHOBb He TOMbITAIACh cOexarh!-mpouenun mar. 1 3amepranace,
MIBITASICh BBIPBATHCSI. MBICTIb O TOM, UTO S €IIE€ MOTY BEpPHYTbCS JIOMOW TpUIaBajia CHJI, U 51 OTKa3bl-
BaJIach C/1aBaThCs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, JTy4llle yMepeTh, YeM MOMIMHUTLCS U MPUCITY)KUBATh YeTIOBEKY!

—Ei1 ynanoce pa3pymurs TBOE olienieHeHHe ?-yCMexHyJIcs 1mareH. —Kaxercs, oHa He Tak mpo-
cra! -He 3HaI0, KAKUMU JIPAKOHAMH 003aBEJIMCh ITU ABOE, HO Y UCTUHHBIX JIPAKOHOB €CTh TOPIOCTb
Y Mbl HE CKJIOHMM TOJIOBY Tiepe]] CIa0bIM aTYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

—Tot ruraHTCKMiA IpaKkoH JIETUT K HaM!-TIPOTSHYJI IIaTeH, BIVISABIBAsCH B CUTy3T Kxena.

—BbIcTaBu IUT 1 IpUHUMANCA yxke 3a 1esio! Anbauc, 6epu KuHkas!-Mar-o00poTeHb B3s1T KJIU-
HOK M TIpuOIm3miics Ko MHe. Eciim Most KpoBb MonajeT Ha MepraMeHT, sl y’ke He CMOTY BEpPHYThCS
nomoii! Bokpyr antapsi mOSIBIICS MPO3PAYHBI MarMuecKuii Kynosi, OIOKUPYIOIINIA BCIO BHYTPEH-
Hio0 Marmio. [1laTeH, BCKUHYB PyKH BBEPX, CTOSUI PSJIOM, U3 €r0 JIaIOHEel B3MBbIBAIA BBEPX TOHKHUE
HUTH SHEPruM, CrijieTaonmecs B mmt. Kxen nposeresn Ha HaMH, HO KaKeTCsl, OH HUYEro He MovyB-
crBoBaJl. buiTh He MoxkeT. .. Cepauie pyxHysio BHu3! Her, He ctany! { He crany um nomquuHsThes. .. He
oOparasi BHUMaHUsI HA MyJIbCUPYIONIYIO O0JIb B IJIe4e, PaCKpbliia KPbUIbsl, OTTAIIKUBAast pyKU OJIOH-
JVMHA U BCKUHYB T'OJIOBY, M03Basia ApakoHa. OH noskeH ycasimars! Kxen! 4 3xecs!

Ho o He ycnbiman. Moii KpyK, CMEIIaBIIMIACS C pblYaHUEM, paccesiics MoJ] BEPLUIMHON Kyoia
Y pacTBOPWJICS B BO3/yXe. BIOHIUH Ckasl MOM KpPbUTbsl ¥ B3MaxHYy pykoi. OyiHa 13 1ierieil 0OBIIIach
BOKPYT MOP/Ibl, CTUCHYB YeJToCcTH. §1 ynasa Ha ajiTapb, OKa3aBIIKCh IJIOTHO Mprkartas K Hemy. U BcE,
YTO 5 ceiiuac MOrJia, 3TO CMOTpeTh Kak KXxen pa3sBepHyBLINCH, IPOJIETAET MUMO, HAOMpasi BBICOTY.
OH He MOoYyBCTBOBAJ, HE 3aMETHJI, YTO 51 ObLIA TaK OMM3KO. A Be/lb CBSI3b MEXK/Y MApOil JPAaKOHOB
CHJIbHEE YeJIOBEYEeCKOW Maruu v 6apbep Obl He CMOT ... 1 TporIoTria 0Opa30BaBIINIACS KOM B TOpIie
¥ CMOPrHYJIA MOACTYNUBIIKE CE3BI. [IpakoH MOIeTeN K pa3ioMy Oapbepa U CUIbHBIM PHIBKOM Ble-
Tes B Hero. O01aka COMKHYJIUCH M TEIJIBIN CBET, UCXOMUBINMN ¢ HeOa, morac. Vcues, BMecTe ¢ Moei
HaJek10M. Mar B3s11 MOIO JIally ¥ pe3aHyJI KIMHKOM. $1 nepHyach, HO CABUHYTHCS C MECTa HEe CMOTJIA.
3HauNT, HUKOTO U3 HUX 51 OOJIbIIIe HUKOTIA He YBIKY? Mcapu, Mamy U niamty, 0a0yIIKy, OCTaIbHBIX.
Mar nogHEC CBUTOK K Jiarie. 1 ocTaHych cpenu Jiofiel, oOpe4éHHast Ha cMepTh... KpoBb ocTaBmIa
OTIEYaTOK MOETro MaJiblia, a KOTOTh CllerKa HajopBai Oymary. Bokpyr nepeqHux Jiar, Ha 3amscThsax
BCIIBIXHYJIM CHHUE, TOYIpO3payHble Marn4ecKrue OKOBBI, CBSI3ABIIIE MEHSI C TEM MaroM KOHTpPaK-
TOM KpoBu. U Oyab s XOTh B CTO pa3 CUJIbHEE, 0 0OOIIHOMY COIJIACHI0 0OEUX CTOPOH, HUKTO He
CMOJKET HapyIIUTb WM pa3opBaTh ero. A OTOMY, HbIHE, MOsI )KU3Hb oOpedyeHa. boinb B muieue crasna
HECTEepPNMUMOM, CUJIbI pa30M MOKUHYJIM TeJIOo, a IyCTOM pe3epB HelpusiTHO 3yaes. [lepen rina3zamu Bcé
MIOTEMHEJIO, ¥ 51 TPOBAJIIIIACH B 3a0bIThE, JIMIIIH OIYyTHB OOKOM XOJIOAHBIN KameHb. M mocienHee, 4to
1 3aMeTnIIa, ObUTH CBEPKHYBIIINE B MOJTyMpaKe Cepo-TroimyOble Iia3a Mara.
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3 riiaBa

Co3HaHMe MeJIEHHO CTaJlo BO3Bpaluarkcs. ['ooBa ryaena, a riedo HempuATHO HUIO U TSHYJO.
B namsaTH BO3HUKJIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS MTPOILIEIIEro JHs, KAPTUHKY 3aMeJIbKay Nepes I1a3aMu, pu-
Hocsl emi€ Ooplylo ronoBHylo 60mb. Konrpakt, Kxen... Cepaue npeaaresnbcky 3allieMuIIo, HO 51
oTOpocuia yyBCTBa B CTOpoHy. Ceiluac MHe 3TO HUKaK He MOMOXET, TaK YTO HaJl0 MBICJIUTh Paly-
oHasibHO! YTO 51 nMmero B urtore. §1 Obuta mpaBa: Kxenm MHe He mapa. [lymato, 6a0yiika NOAMET 31O,
KOTJJa Y3HAET, YTO OH He HAIlEN MeHs B Mupe Jiofieidl. KOHTpakT co3faH, HO s MOKa He 3Halo, Kak OH
paboTaer, XOTs HaBEpHsKA Te€ OKOBBI YTO-TO 3HAYMJIM, U TaK MPOCTO S UX He cHUMY. JlagHo, Oymy
peuiaTh mpooOieMsl 1o Mepe ux nocryrienus. Ceituac raBHblii Boripoc: rae 7 [IpuciyiiaBimck, He
3aMeTHJIa HUKAKMX MIOCTOPOHHUX 3BYKOB. BoKpyr Obl10 TX0. OTKpHIB I71a3a, IPUIIOIHSJIA TOJIOBY U
orszenack. B koMHare napui noaympak, s jiexana Ha MArkoM IUiesie, HaxonusiueMcs Ha croie. Ot
JIaMIIbl O[], NOTOJKOM UCXOIWJI TYCKJIBII CBET, BUIHEINCh OYEPTaHUsl KaKOK-TO MeOesH, HO Maros
psiaoM He ObuT0. [ToAHSBIIMCE Ha JIambl, 3aMETHIIA TPUOTKPBITOE OKHO PSZIOM €O CTosIoM. OTINYHO!
[MToka ux HeT, momy4yutcs cOexarb. 3a BpeMsi, UTO 51 OTIIEKMBaNIach O3 CO3HAHMs, HUKTO HE Orpa-
HUYMBAJI MHE TOIVIOILEHUE SHEPTUM U MOW pe3epB HAIOJIHWICS MOYTH HANoJOBUHY. YacTh 51 cpasy
HallpaBuJia B KPbLJIO, YTOObI UCLIETUTh IOBPEKAEHHbIE MBIIILBL. TAHYIIast 60Jb yIIIa, XOTA 5 OYyB-
CTBOBAJIA, YTO MO3KE HAJI0 OyaeT 6ojee OCHOBATEIHO OOPaTUTh Ha 9TO BHUMaHue. [IpbirHyB Ha roj-
OKOHHHMK, MOP/ION TONKHYna pamy. C3aiil MOCIBIIIAINCE IIard, ¥ B KOMHATY BOILEJ Mar, ¢ HeOOoJIb-
1AM TOJIOTEHLIEM B pyKax. BcTpeTuBIIMCh C HUM B3IUIJOM, OTBEPHYJIAaCh, paclpaBuiIa KpbUbs U,
OTTOJIKHYBIIMCH OT TOAOKOHHUKA, B3/ieTesla B He00. BHOBb MOCMOTpEB Ha Mara, yBujena, Kak OH
TIOJIOUIEN K OKHY, CMOTpPSI MHE B ciiell. Buaumo, ero coceM He 3a00TuII0, pAaoM s uin HeT. K yemy
Torzaa ObUT 3TOT IIIYIBI KOHTPaKT? PBIPKHYB, OTBEPHYJIACh U CTajla HAOUPATh BBICOTY, OTAAJIASACH
OT JIoMa.

BarnereB non o6naka, 0TopocuIia MOCTOPOHHKE MBICIH O Mare, 3a4eM s1 BOOOIIe 0 HEM JyMaio,
KaKoe MHe JIeJIO IO OHOI YesioBeyecKoi xk13H1! MOKeT 9TO Tak KOHTPAKT AENCTBYET Ha CO3HaHuUe?
Wnu ero gap o6opotH:? [IepHyB ronoBoii, MeIcJIeHHO (bIpkHYJI1a cama cede. Hy, He Baxno! Cocpeno-
TOYMBILMCh, HAYaJIa CKaHUPOBATh Oapbep HaJJ0 MHOH, H1a noaxogsiuee mecto. HyxHo norpodoBarhb
POOUTH ero COOCTBEHHBIMU CHJIAMU C 9TOW CTOPOHBI, BAPYT, nonyuntcs! [IpaBaa, moka u3bsHOB B
HEM s He Haxoawna. OJHAKo, CoaBaThCs TaK PaHO HE B MOMX TpaBWIIax, a 3HAYUT, s Oyay yHpsMo
JIeTeTh BIEpEN, NOKa He Hailay To, 4To HyxkHO! f yxe jajeko omieresa OT JIoMa Mara U ropof, B
KOTOPOM OH HaXOJWJICS, BUIHEJICS HEOOJbIIMMHU CTPOSHUSMU M033aJ1. DTU Cepo-ToyOble IJ1a3a. ..
Bbi10 B HUX 4TO-TO MpUTATMBalllee U 3arajoyHoe! 51 3aperyaia B rosnoc, onsTh HE O TOM JyMaio!
Ecnu Tl perut posiBUTHCS, AETCKUI AyX NPUKJTIOYEHUH 1 JII0OOMBITCTBA, TO BHIOPAJI cCaMoe HernojI-
XogisIIee it 9Toro BpeMsi. Tak 4To yroMOHHUCh U He OTBJIeKail! MoXeT, CTOUT MOAJIeTeTh MOOIkKe
K 00JIakaM, KOHEYHO, He HYKHO 3a0bIBaTh 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, HO Ha 9TOM PAaCCTOSHUU BCE JOBOJILHO
pa3mbITo. CliesiaB HECKOJIBKO CHIIBHBIX B3MaxoM, ITOYTH BIUIOTHYIO TOAJIETeNa K Oapbepy U OLIyTHIIa
JEKTPU3YIOILUICA NOTOK YUCTOM SHepruu. Kab, 4TO He MOT'y MOIJIOTUTh €r0, OH Obl B pa3 HaroJ-
HWJI MOW pe3epB. B3noxHyB, nonerena B1oibs Heba, COCpEIOTOYEHHO aHAIM3upys Oapbep. He 3Halo,
KaK JIOJIIO 51 CMOTY TaK JIETETh, HO... DJIEKTPUUYECKUI pa3ps/l MPOLIECs BOJHOM MO Tely U CKOBaJ
BCE MBIIILIBI, HO TIOYTH cpa3y OTIYCTWII. §I mokayHysnack B Bo3ayxe. UYto 3t0... [Touemy oH He myc-
kaeT MeHs1? CoOpaB SHEpruio, BHITYCTHIIA CTOIO Maruu B 6apbep, NbITasich MpoouTh 3amuty. OH 0TO-
3BaJICsl CJ1a0O0M BCIIBIIIKOW B OOJIAKaX M paccesicsl, pacipeevBILIICh 10 BceMy Oapbepy. S cHoBa
ylapwia Maruei v nojjierena K HeMy, HO BHOBb INOJNy4yWIa paspsai. [a uto ¢ HUM Takoe, oyemy
OH OJIOKMpYeT MOI0 Maruio, Befb s He u3 31oro mupa! Tak moyemy! CoOpaB BCIO HAKOIUBIIYIOCS
SHEPIUIo, BHITYCTHJIA €€ MOIIHBIM IMOTOKOM M, Pa30rHABIINCh, BJeTeNa B OONaKka. DIeKTPUIECKUN
MMITYJIbC MAJUTMOHAMU UIJI BOH3WICS B TeJIO, U 5 3aKpUyasia OT MpoH3uTeIbHOM 60mm. Cuil He ocTa-
JIOCh U 51 KAMHEM HavaJjia najaaTh BHU3. Kak xke Tak. .. [Touemy oH He npuHuMaeT MeHs1! MoxeT ObITh
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BMHOM TOMY KOHTPAKT U IIENIM Ha 3aISICThsIX, KOTOPHIMU 51 CKOBaHA Ha KPOBU € TeM Marom? Y camoii
3eMJIM, MHE YJaJIOCh Pa3BEpPHYThCS U, PACTIPABUB KPbUIbs, s 03 cuil ynasa B none. M3 ri1a3 pyusém
JIMJTACH CNE3BI, 10 OONM CXKaB YENTIOCTH, CHIIAJIACH HE Pa3phIIaThCs OT OOUIbI U IOCATBI.

[Nonexap Ha TpaBe U HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMBILKCH, MOAHsUIack. U Kyna tereps? Bapsep MeHs He
myckaeT. BepHych B Jiec, TaM XOTs1 ObI MOKHO YKPHITBCS OT Jifofieil. COrIacUBIIHCH ¢ COOCTBEHHBIMU
MBICTISIMH, Pa3BEpPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY JIEPEBbEB, HO KaK TOJIBKO CENAA IIar, e OOJIbHO CKaJI 3arisi-
cThsl. $1 3appIvaia ¥ ocMOTpeJIa Ha 30JI0Thle Marn4eCK1e HUTH, KOTOpbIe OKYThIBAIM MOU. OHM ObLTH
HATSHYTBI JI0 TIpefena, cnabo Mepraiy 1 mysibcrpoBany. Orpanndyenue B paccrosiuu? S mornpodo-
BaJIa pa3opBaTh OJHY U3 HUTEH, HO OHA JIMIIb CBepKHYJa. PasopBaTh He BbIineT... OOepHYBIINCH,
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha JIeC, KOTOPBIM HAXOAMIICS B KWJIOMETpe OT MeHsl. [{o Hero He oOepych. 3Ha4UT, OCTa-
eTcsi BEpHYThCsI 00paTHO B ropof? MOXHO MOMpoOOBaTh CIPSTATHCS HA KPbIIE OTHOTO U3 IOMOB,
HO BPsIJL JIU MHE yZ1aCTCsl OCTaThCsl He3aMeueHHOU. Jla 1 1omro 51 Tam He npotsHy! [lonaBuB Tskenbii
B3JI0X, pa3BepHYJIach U rnoodpesna K ropoxay. Jpyrux BapuanToB Bc€ paBHO HeT! [IpuaéTcst BBUKMBATD.

Bike k paccBety st noOpasach 10 ropoja. M3derath Mpuxoauioch a0COMIOTHO BCETO: JIIOCH,
co0aK, FPOMKHX IIIyMOB, KOTOPbIE 3aCTABJISLIN B3/IparnBaTh U MOACKAKUBaTh Ha MecTe. [Iprxoauoch
MPATAThCS B Y3KUX YJIOUKAX WM HAa Kpbllax JoMoB. [TocieqHuii a1eKTpuuecK il IMITYJIbC HEIaaHO
TMIOIJIOTHJT BCIO HAKOIJIGHHYI0 MHOW SHEpruio. f y:KacHO ycTania, KpbUlbsl IJI0OXO CIIYHIAIUCh, XBOCT
BOJIOUMJICS T1O 3eMJIe, U eJIe TIepeCTaBJIsisl HOrH, Opelia 1o eme COHHOMY ropofy. 3a CIIMHOM pa3aascs
IIyM U roJioca Jirofiel. I[ToickourB, METHYIACh B OJIMKAKIIINI 3aKOYJIOK, TIpsTYach B TeHU qoma. Oriry-
THB TIO]] JIallaMy BJIary, oOepHyJach, 3aMEeTHB Ha Jiopore Jyxky. [Togoias K Heid, 3arisHy/a B MyT-
HOE OTpakeHHe M OTCKOYMJIA OT HEero, Kak OIIMapeHHas B CIeAyIoNui ke Mur. 1o Obuia 1?7 Men-
JIEHHO TPUOIM3UBIIKUCEH, TIOCMOTpEA Ha BOJY U MPUHSIACh pasmisabBaTh ceds. Uto crano ¢ moeit
yenryeii? Beerna usympyaHasi, oTMBaBIasi YEpHbHIM OECKOM, ceifuac oHa ObUIa TMOXOXa Ha LBET
MOKporo acainbra. TEMHO-CEpblii OTTEHOK Ka3aJiCs MOYTH YEPHBIM U JIMIIb T71a3a OCTAIUCh IPKUMU
usympyaamu. Ho mouemy ueryst isMeHMsIa IIBET M Koraa 1o npousonuio? Koraa mpoxoanna yepes
6aprep? Korna Obu1 3akimoueH KOHTpakT? Pa3ouB oTpaskeHre XBOCTOM, OTBEPHYJIACh OT JIyku. Bre-
peau IpOIUTH CHITYSTHI, U 51 TIPHKAJIach K CTEHEe, OCTaBasiCh He3aMedeHHO!. [IpiHIoXaBIImCh 1 He
MOYYSB 1O OJIM30CTH JIIOJCH, BBIIIUIA HA TOPOTY M TPYCIION Modexaa A0 clieayomen yaouku. Ho B
Hell 51 0Ka3aJiach He OJJHA, YEThIpEe KPYIHBIX COOaKM OOHIOXMBAJIM CBAJIKY Y CTEHBI. 3aMETUB MEHSI, UX
MHTEpeC K 00beKaM Mporas, ¥ OHU CTaJIi MPHOIMKaThcs KO MHe. [TouysiB Mo# 3amax, OHH 3aphbl-
Yaau ¥ MEIJICHHO CTaJli OKpYykaTh. Pa3BepHYyBIIHCH, OPOCKIIACH MPOYB IO YJMIIE, MHITAsCh yAPaTh
ot OemeHbIX rcvH. OJJHAKO MOM JIanKu ObUTH KOpoYe, M OHU OBICTPO JIOTOHsUTM MeHsl. PacripaBuB
KPBUIbsI, OTTOJIKHYJIACH OT 3MJIM U B3JIeTesIa, OMYCTUBIIMCH HA KPBIIILY OIHOTO U3 TOMOB. Jlokuia. . .
VYaupaio co Bcex HOT OT CBOpPBI cOOak. Jla MX CBOPOW-TO SI3BIK HE TMOBOPAYMBAETCS Ha3BaTh, TaK,
YeThIpe Xy/Ible IBOPHKKUA. OTBIIIABIINCH, TOCMOTpeNa Ha KpyKalux BHU3Y coOak. OHU, KaxKeTcs,
YXO/IUTh HUKY/IA He COOMPAICh, HA0OOPOT, YOSIUBILKCH, UTO s HAa KPBIIIIE JOMa, 3aTUIUCh TPOMKUM
maeM. Tak OHM clofia BCeX JIIOIeH B OKpyTre MO30BYT, 3TOrO MHE TOJIBKO He XBaTajo! PBIPKHYB B UX
CTOPOHY, TiepeJieTesia ¢ OJHOM KPBIIIK Ha JIPYTyIo, CTapasich TUIABHO OITyCKAaThCSl HA BIAXHYIO Yepe-
NUYHYyIo Kiaaky. Hakonell, MHe noBesno. Briepeau rokasascst 3a0poleHHbIN 10M, U 51 3a0pajiach B
OTBEpCTHE MO KPbIIIEeH, OKa3aBIIUCh B TEMHOM, XOTsI M TEIJIOM Yepaake. CBEpHYBIIMCH KaJTAYMKOM,
TIOJIOXKMJIA TOJIOBY Ha JIalbl M YKpbUIa ceOsl KPbUIbSIMH, 3[1eCh MEHS YK TOYHO HMKTO HE HaHlJer, a
3HAYMUT, MOKHO OTAOXHYTh. YCTAJIOCTh HABAJIMJIACH BHE3AITHO U 5 Cpa3y yCHYIA.

W3 npusiTHO¥ ApeMOTHI MEHsI BHITAIIIMIIO YTpOKalolee MHUIeHre, NCXoauBInee cOOKy. OTKpbIB
171232, MOHSIJIA FOJIOBY M YBH/EJ1a B3bIOJICHHYIO KOIIKY. E€ mepcTs Topuana Bo Bce CTOPOHBI, BHITHYB
AYTOH CIMHY, OHa MEJIEHHO TOIXOAMIA KO MHE, CBepKasl OOJNBIIUMHU KENTHIMU IJIa3UIaMu. 3a e€
CIIMHOM MPATAIUCH JBOE MOJIOCAThIX KOTAT. Kaxercs, s 3aHs1a ux Mecto. [TogHABIIMCH HA J1ambl, He
ycIiesia OTIOMHHUTBCS, KaK KOIIaubsi KOTTUCTAsI Jiara MPOoILIach MO I1ee, OCTAaBUB APATIMHBI U3 KOTO-
PHIX Ha Yelrylo BhICTYNHIa KpoBb. COpBaBIIMCH C MECTa, yJIel BHICKOUIIIA U3 I0Ma, YBOPAYHUBASICH
OT BTOpOTo yzaapa. BriereB, omycTiiach Ha 3eMIII0 U OpOocHIach HAayTEK, YyBCTBYs, Kak OellleHo,
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KOJIOTUTCS B Irpyau cepare. Kakas ke 51 xankas, ceiiyac Jaxe KOIIKa cuiibHee MeHs1. Moii pe3eps /10
CHX TIOp TIOUTH Ha HyJIe, XOTsI COJIHIIE YKe IPHOIMKaIOCh K 3aKary. Kaxercs, 51 Bech ieHb Ipocmnasa
Ha 3TOM Yyepaake. OOepHyBIINChH, TOCMOTpeNa Ha 3TI00HO CBEPKAIOIIMI B3IV KOIIKY U HAJleTela Ha
410-TO. [ToCTbIancs yenoBeyecKuii roioc, u s 3amepia. MeyieHHO 0OepHYBIINCh, TTOIHSLIA TOJIOBY
1 yBHJeNa yenoBeka. OH MPUCTAIBHO paccMaTpUBall MEHs, JOBOJIBHO YXMbUIsIsICh. BTOpoii uenoBek
BBIIIIEJT M3-32 €T0 CIUHBI, s MEJJICHHO MOMSATHIACH Ha3all, YyBCTBYS, KaK CTpax MPOH3aeT TeJo.

—Kaxercs, Ham ¢ ToOoi ceromus Be3&T! [TocMOTpH Kakas rmpesiecTs cama rmpudeskana Kk Ham! 3a
TaKyIo HIKYPKY Ha YEPHOM pPBIHKE OTBAJIAT Ky4y JIEHET, aJjlb YTO pa3MEepUMK MaJoBar! -yCcMexXHYJICs
nepBbIid. f ocTynuIack, yrofus Jaroii B HeOobIiyIo sIMKY. [lormaTHyBIHCh, 3a/1e/1a CTOSIBIIIEE PSAOM
Be/Ipo ¢ OTOpOCaMHU, ¥ OHO TePEBEPHYJIOCH, BBIBATIUB BCE CONEPKUMOE TIPSIMO Ha MEeHsI. 3JIOBOHHBIN
3amax yaapui B HOC, ¥ 51 CMOPIIHJIACh.

—A oHa 3a0aBHasi! — 51 CKMHYJIa ¢ ce0s1 0OBE/IKY 1 OBOIIHBIE OUMCTKH. OTCTYITUB Ha3al, yrep-
JIach CIIMHOM B yron cTeHbl. Yto nenars?! 4 B noBymke. .. Jlioau npuOamkamich, 1 HAMEPEHHUS B UX
MBICTISIX OBUTH OTHIONb HE paxyxHble. Cama ¢ HUIMU s He CIPaBIIIOCh, a MIOMOIIb KAaTh He OTKy/a!
Bikanach B cTeHy, MHE XOTEJIOCh CIIPSITAThCS, UCUE3HYTh, YO€KaTh U3 ITOTO YIJIA, HO JIOAHW HE JaayT
TaKol BO3MOXHOCTH. OT cTpaxa, 3aKpbljia IJla3a 1 caanack. boporbes 6ecrione3Ho u rymno. Cui Her,
Marvu Toxe, HaJesITbCs He Ha yTo! MBICJIEHHO MPOCTUIIACH CO BCEMU POJHBIMU U K1aJIa HEMHUHYEMOM
yuactu. [Ipoctute, 4to OKa3zanach Takoy cinaboi U He CMOIJIa BEPHYThCS IOMOI! 3a BCE mpocTuTe. . .

Brpyr psnom co MHO#M SHEprusi Havyajga CTPEMHTENIBHO CTYIIaThesl, 0Opa30BbIBasi BOPOHKY,
CBEPKABIIYIO0 30JIOTUCTBIM OyieckoMm. M3 He€ BbImieN OeJOKYpBIl Mar, 3 J0Ma KOTOpOoro coexasa
BYepa. f mogHsIa HA Hero 11a3a, OH JIMIIb OPOCHII B MOIO CTOPOHY KOPOTKHMH B3IJIs U TIOBEPHYJICS
K IBYM oM. YTo oH 31ech enaer?

—OcraBbTe IpakoHa M yOUpanuTech OTCIOA MOKa IIeJTbl.-XOJIOHO MPOU3HEC Mar U B €ro roioce
MPO3BYYaIM METAJUIMYECKUE HOTKHM OT KOTOPBIX Jaxe s Mo&xmiachk. MyKUMHBI TIEPErTIsIHY/IUCH U,
(bBIpKHYB, BCTaM B OOEBYIO CTOWKY.

—MBbI miepBbie €€ HallulM, OHA...-MYKHK TKHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY KPHMBBIM MaiiblieM. —Most
noGbryal

—OHa MOl IpaKkoOH.-TaK e XOJIOJHO M CIIOKOMHO MPOM3HEC Mar. f mocMoTpesa Ha ero mupo-
KYIO CIIUHY, KOTOPOH OH 3aCJIOHUJI MeHsI OT Jiofiel. [IynHHble cepeOpsiHble BOJIOCHI, TOCTABABIIHE 110
1osica, CBOOOIHO HUCTIAJATN Ha crivHy. OH MPUINEN, TOTOMY YTO MOYYBCTBOBAI, UTO 51 B ONTACHOCTH?
Jla Het, He MoxeT ObITh! [TTymocTu kakue... EMy OT MeHsI Toke 4TO-TO HaJlo, Kak v 3TUM 1ByM. Ho
KaK OH HAIIET MEHs: 0 TeM CaMbIM HUTSIM, UTO BILIETeHBI B Moo aypy? Iloka 51 mymana Haj 3TUM,
oY yKe Havyajld CpakeHUe, TOUHee JBOE MY:KUMH 3aITyCTUIIM HECKOIBKUMHU CTyCTKaMH SHEPTUH B
Mara. Ho oH ¢ HenmpuHY K IEHHOM JIETKOCTBIO paccesiT UX U OJHUM 3aKJIMHAHUEeM 00€3/IBUKIT JTOJICH.
[Noxoxee 3akJIMHAHUE 1 yke BUIENA B Jiecy. Mar oOepHYJICSl KO MHE U, TPUOM3UBIINCH, OITYCTHJICS
Ha KOPTOUKHU PSIIOM.

—Ilepenyranace? I'mynas...-s THXO 3aBOpYajia, OTBEPHYB OT Hero ronoy. Ilo3op-To kakoii!
MeHs criac 4yesioBeK, Ja elié M TOT, U3-3a KOTOporo s 3actpsiia 3aeck! —Hy u 3amarmok ot 1eos.-
yCMeXHYJICS TapeHb. -Heynaunsiii ienn, na?-s (ppIpKHYIa, yIapuB XBOCTOM I10 3eMJIe. —Y0equach,
coexarp He nomyunrcs. [ToHnmaro, Tede He HpaBUTCSI, HO OOJIbIIIE HE MBITANCs pa30pBaTh HUTH, MHE
ObLIO JIOBOJIBHO HENPUSTHO!-5 IIOKHYJIA M 3aKaTuia ria3a. HempusitHo emy, a MHe kakoBo? Koraa
Oapbep, CO3MAHHBIN /IS 3aIUTHI, MApaxHyJI MEeHsI TOKOM, OITyCTOIIUB Bech MO pe3epB! Mar noj-
HSUJICS M BHOBb OTKPBUI BOPOHKY. —MaéM!-s1 momemna, cMOTpsi B cero-rofiyosle ri1aza. B Hux He
ObLIIO HU 37I0CTH, HH TUIOXOT0 yMbIcIa. Ho cTout jiu MHe uaru ¢ HuM, oopekasi ceOst Ha poJib JoMalll-
Hero pydHoro 3Bepbka? Ho Besb, BBIOOpa y MEHsI HET: OCTaHyCh Ha YJIMIIE M J0Jro He mpoTsHy. K
TOMY €, Mar MoKa He C/ieJiaJl MHE HUYEro IJIOXOro, He CUMTasi caMo CO3[aHue KOHTpakTa. OH He
oOparaiicsi co MHOH IIJIOX0, He yrpoXkan u Jaxe... cnac! He xouercst mpu3HaBaTh, HO OH MOsI €[IUH-
CTBEHHAasl HafIeXk/Ja Ha criaceHue B 3ToM mupe. K Tomy ke, Tenepb s1 'y Hero B 1oiry. Mar TepriesmBo
KJIaJT, TTOKa 51 B3BEIIly BCe «3a» U «IPOTUB». HeyBepeHHO IarnyB BIepeN, IOCMOTpeIa Ha YelloBeKa,
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YTOJIOK ero ryd AporHyI B noiyyJsioke. S ¢ppipkHyaa. He obomnblmaiics, y MeHsl IPOCTO HET APYroro
Boixozia! [lonbe:xas, mepBasi IpbITHYJIA B IOPTAJI U Yepe3 MIHOBEHbE OKa3asiach nepes 1oMoM. Orisi-
JEBLINCh, YBUJIENA, YTO B IIPOCTOPHOM JIBOPE MEpPes JOMOM pacloiaraeTcsl MblIHBIA caj ¢ Aepe-
BbSIMH, IIBETYIIIUMU KyCTapHUKAMU ¥ KJIyMOaMu. Mar NOsIBUJICS 32 MOEl CIIIHOM, BOPOHKA PAaCTBO-
puiiach, U B BO3JyXe BBIPOBHSJICS MPEKHUI Marndyeckui (poH. § copBanach ¢ MecTa U MpbIrHyJia B
KYCTBI, IPSYACh B MX 3€JIEHBIX BETBAX. Mar 0O0epHYJICSI B MOIO CTOPOHY U MOf103Bal K cede. HeT yx, o
OTCIO/Ia HUKY/IA He BbIY. Masto m uto B30peaET eMy B rofioBy! -l OCTaBiio OKHO OTKPHITHIM, €CITH
3ax04elllb, 3aX0H B JIOM.-ITPOM3HEC Mar U CKPbUICSA B JOME. S BBIIILIA U3 KYCTOB M IPUCMOTPESIA OTHO
U3 JIepeBbeB. 3a0paBIIKCh HA HETO, PACTIONOKIIIACH HA IIUPOKOM BETKE U, MOTSHYBIIUCh, OMyCTHIA
TOJIOBY Ha Jiarbl. 3/1eChb OH MEHS HE JOCTAHET, a 3HAUUT, CaTh s1 MOTY CIIOKOMHO. 3€BHYB, OITyCTHJIA
TOJIOBY U, 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a, 3aCHYJIa.

Heckosnpko aHel s nposena B cajy, B OCHOBHOM Ha TOM caMoM JiepeBe. Mar nouty HUKynaa
HE OT/Iy4YaJsicsl ¥ IOCTOSTHHO HaXOAWJICs B JoMe. Yepes OTKPBITOE OKHO, 51 U3peIKa BUJIENA €0 MeJlb-
Kaomi cutysT. OH MeHsI He I0CTaBal ¥ BooOIIe He OecroKow. JIUIb BICTABIsUT HA TIOJOKOH-
HUK MHUCKY C KyCOYKaMHU Msica M KaK TOJIBKO CaJiJIOCh COJHIIE U 51 OblJTa yBEPEHHA, YTO OH KPEIKO
CIIUT, CIyCKaJach C JepeBa, JIsl TOrO YTOOBI MOECTh U HEMHOTO ToJieTaTh 1o cany. EmeE oH BbicTa-
BUJI 1104, OKHOM HeOOJIBIION Ta3UK C BOI[OI';I, B KOTOPOM A CMOIJIa CMBITb y)KaCHbIﬁ 3arax OTxoaoB C
yenryn. Pe3epB Me/isIeHHO, HO BCE e BOCCTaHAaBIMBAJICA. S gaxe cMoria mojiorpeTs BOLy, YTOObI He
IJIECKAThCsl B COBCEM XOJI0AHOM. BeE ocrasipHOE Bpems, psiTajack OT kKapKuX JIyyeil CONHLA B TEHU
KPOHBI JIepeBa, IpeMalia U HakariMBaia sHepruo. Ho B oquH 13 qHEN OH MpaKTUYeCKU BbIOEeKa U3
J0Ma, Ha XO/ly 3acTE€ruBas Iuiail. 5l mojiHsia roloBy 4 ocMoTpesa eMy B ciesl. Mar caenain KopoT-
KM [1aCC PYKOW, 30JI0ThIE UCKOPKM COPBAJIMCh C KOHYMKOB €ro NajblEB, U NEpesl HUM BO3HUKIIA
BOpOHKa. OH CTpeMMTEIILHO BOILEN B HEE, M OHA 3aXJIOMHYJIach 3a ero cnuHoi. Kyaa oH tak cnemmr?
Xors... Kakoe mHe feno? OnycTuB rosioy, OJACTaBU/IA CIIMHY 0[] COJTHEYHbIE JTy4H, HACIAXKAAsCh
teruioM. He 3Ha10, CKOJIBKO IMPOIIIO BPEMEHU, HO BHYTPH MOSBWIMCH HENIPUATHBIE OLIyILeHUs. S
OTKpbUIA I71a32a U MOJHSJIA IOJIoBY, Mar He Bo3Bpaiaiicsi. Ho oTkyna 3to crpanHoe uyBcTBO? Bripyr,
30JIOTHCTbIE HUTHU 3aBUOPUPOBAIH, U 10 HUM Mpoluia Oone3HeHHasl BOJMHA. 1 BCkoumIa Ha Jiambl.
Ha urto npoucxonut! Bo3ayx BOKpyr MeHsI 3aUCKPUWJICS, UCKaXkasi TPOCTPAHCTBO U 3aTSITMBasi MEHs
B BOPOHKY. fI mombiTanach B3J€TETh, HO SHEPrusl HAKPbLIA C TOJIOBOM M yepe3 napy MrHOBEHW, 5
OKa3ajlach B HEM3BECTHOM MECTe Ha KaKOM-TO MycThipe. Bo3ayx 3mech ObUT TSKENBIM M CIIEPTHIM,
OBLIIO TPYAHO AbIIATH U IMTOTOKH Marn4eckou 9HEPIruUu XaOTHUYHO METAJIMCh B PAa3HbLIX HAIIPABJICHUAX,
cozfaBast aucOananc. Braneke yciplinana B3pbIBBI, YTO-TO HEMPEOAOIUMO TSHYJIO MEHS B Ty CTO-
POHY, HO pa3yM IMOACKA3bIBAJI, YTO Ty/a UATH He cTouT! HUTH BHOBB 3aBUOPHPOBAIN, U OJTHA U3 HUX
HaJ0pBajach, U3JaB 3BYK MOPBAaHHOW CTPYHBI. $1 OUyBCTBOBaJIa MPOH3AIONIYIO0 00JIb, HO OHA SIBHO
npuHaIexkana He Mae. Heyxenu 1o 60sb Mara? C HUM 4TO-TO cityumsiock? Ho eciu 910 Tak, CTouT
71 MHE BMemMBaThcsi? YTo eciu OH MOrHOHET TaM, U 51 U30aBIIOCh OT KOHTPAKTa. A 3HAYUT, CMOTY
BEPHYTHCs oMo, OTBEPHYBIIKCH, HATIPABUJIACH B OOPATHYIO CTOPOHY, HO CITYCTsI TIapy IIaroB OCTa-
HoBus1ack. OH Belb CcIlac MEHs U 5 iepel HUM B Joiry! Yoke 1Bax[Ibl 1 MOIJIa PacpoIIaThCs CO CBOEH
’KU3HBIO, HO 3TOrO HE CIYYMJIOCh JIMIIb Onaromaps emy. [I€pHYB rojoBo#, (bIpkHYyIa cama cede u,
B3MaxHYB KPbUIbAMU, ITOJIETEIA B CTOPOHY B3PLIBOB. N uro s Jejaro. . .

[puGnu3MBIIMCE K OO 0051, YBHIEA YeTHIPEX MaroB. [{Boe Jiexanu Ha 3emie, Kaxercs, 6e3
CO3HaHMS, MX Marndeckuil (hoH OBUT COBCEM CIIa0BIM M eJie pa3iuyalicss BO BceodiieM xaoce. Ho
TO, YTO MO-HACTOSIILIEMY MEHsI HaITyrajio, ObUTH He JIIOIU, & OrPOMHAsI TPOCTPAHCTBEHHO-BpEeMEHHasI
IbIpa, BUCEBIAsi MPsMO B Bo3ayxe. OHa 3aTaruBajia B ce0si Marm4ecKylo SHEpruio, OIoiasi Maruio
Jofiei U sHepruio npupoabl. OTKyza OHa BO3HMKIIA U INIaBHOE, Kak! OMyCTUBIIMCH HA 3€MITIO, TTPH-
OM3MIach K AbIpe. TO Bedb 3HAMEHHE KOHIIA CBeTa. .. MaTepusi pa3pylaercs, pa3BaiuBaeTcs, yHH-
yTo)as camy ceOsi. Bob BHOBb MPOH3MIIA TEJIO, s1 CMOPIIMJIACH ¥ IOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY, B3IJISIIOM HIIA
Mmara. OH CTOsu1 BlIepe/iv, B HECKOJIbKMX METPax OT MeHsl. Marnyeckuii oTOK OKPYKWJI Kpast JbIpbl
Y MEJJICHHO CTSTMBAJ UX, YyMeHbIasi pa3psiB. Ho, Kaxkercs, oH ObUT Ha Mpejesie W eiBa CTOsUT Ha
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Horax. [IpucMOTpeBIIUCh K €r0 pe3epBy, YBUAEA, UTO IIBbI, CICPKUBAIOIIHE PA3PBIBbI PACXOIHIIHCH.
Kaxercsi, Te 1Boe MaroB uTo-T0 roBopuiu 00 3toM. Ero peseps cmmBanu no kycoukam? U ceituac
OH TPEIUT MO MIBaM. Maru, NoAJepKUBaIOIINE €ro, YKe Jexkanu 0e3 CO3HaHUS C OMyCTOIEHHBIMU
pesepBamu. OH AymaeT B OAMHOYKY 3aKpbiTh JbIpy? Ho Bemb emy 310 He mo cuiy! XOTs yauBH-
TEJILHO, UTO OH el€ aepxkutcs. CaMOyBepeHHBIN IIyINel WA OTYasHHBII TepOoii, TOTOBBII MOXEPT-
BOBaTh cOOOM paau Ipyrux? XoTs 3TO HEe BaXHO, pa3 YX sl BCE paBHO TYT, HE MOTY ke s OCTABUTh
ero O0pOThCs C TMM B OIMHOYKY. Mar nomarHyJIcs ¥ ynajl Ha OHO KOJIEHO, HO, HE CMOTpsI Ha 3TO,
eMy yAaJIoCh yIepKaTh IIOTOK Maruu, XoTsl OH U ocnadesn. ObIpKHYB, B3MaxHY/Ia KPbUIbSIMH U B3Jie-
Tesa. Moi pe3epB MOJTHOCTBIO BOCCTAHOBUJICS, & 3HAYUT, 51 CMOTY OTIUIATUTh Mary. [IponereB MuMo
YeJIoBeKa, OYTH BIUIOTHYIO TIOJUIETEeNa K JIbIpe M 3aBUCTIa B BO3/IyXeE.

—He npubmkaiicst K Hel, yObET!-3akpuyan Mar. I KpaeM rjiaza mocMoTpesia B ero CTOPOHY.
Cepo-royOble I1a3a cBepKaiu spocThio 1 BoHeHueM. OH niepexuBaeT 3a MeHsi? JlepHyB roJIoBOM,
OTBepHyJach. [la HeT, moka3anochk! BeITh TAKOrO HE MOXET, sl Be/ib HUKTO i Hero. Ho cMoTpy BHU-
MaTeJsIbHO U Tl YBU/IUIIIb, YEJIOBEK, HA YTO CIIOCOOEH UCTHHHBIN IPAKOH, POKICHHBIN B YKCTOU SHEP-
ruu Mupa. PacripaBuB Kpbuibsi, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIA Maruio, coOnpasi €€ M3BHe M CIijieTast C COOCTBEH-
HOW. DHEprusi Mara 3aTyxaja u eBa caepkuBaia Kpas abipbl. CoOpaB JOCTATOYHO SHEPIHHU, OTKPhLIa
r71a3a U, BTSHYB B ceOs COOpaHHYIO SHEPIyI0, BBIIOXHYJIA MOIIHBINA cTON0 Maruu. OH yCTpeMIICS B
HEHTP JBIPHL.

—IIpekparu! OHa BHICOCET TBOIO Maruio. . .-si BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY M COEIMHMIIA KPast KPbLIIbEB HAll
rojioBoil. Besl sHeprus, KoTopyio s BbITyCTWIA, C(POPMUPOBAIACh B cpepy, IPSIMO BHYTPH JIbIPbIL.
SIpko mepenMBasich BCEMH IIBETAMH PAIyrH, OHA CKMMAsach, HAOWpasi CUIIy U KOHIEHTPUPYS e€.
Kpas apIpbl 3aapoxkany, 1 Marisi Mara oJIHOCTBIO MCCsIKJIa. Ero peseps omycrel, Tak gaxe Jiydiie.
Tenepp, y3pH ke UCTUHHYIO YKCTYIO HEpruio. S pa3oMKHYy/a Kpbuibs U 3apbruana. Cdepa crpeMu-
TEJIbHO Havajla yBeIWYMBaThCsl, BOMpast B ceOs1 YepHOTY Xaoca. MTHOBEHbE M pa3/iasiCsl MOIIHBII
B3PbIB, BBHIIYIIEHHAs] KOHLIEHTPUPOBAHHAS SHEPrHsl MIepeK pbljia IMyCTOTY, 3aMONIHUB e€. Maruveckuii
(boH cTaT BHIPABHUBATHCS, ABIPY HATIOMHUI SIPKUIA CBET, U ObloIIast SHEPrusi BhITecHMIa xaoc. I1po-
CTpPaHCTBEHHAs JbIpa Mcue3yia, a BMeCTe C Hell ¥ OECTIOpsIIOUHO CTPYUBIIKECS TTOTOKH BHIPOBHSLIVCH,
npuoOpeTast HopMasIbHyI0 hopmy. OMmyCTUBIIMCEH Ha 3eMJTI0, 0OEpHY/Iach Ha Mara. 3aMepeB, OH CMOT-
PeJ Ha MeHs, U B €ro B3IVIsIe ObLIO U4TO-TO HOBOe. Kakercsi, oH rmopaxeH u ... BrevatsieH? [onoias
K HEMy, ITPOBEpHJIa CBOM pe3epB, OIMSTh MOTpaThIa OOJIbIIE TOJOBUHBL. MeHbIIe BHIICHIPUBATHCS
Hano Obuio! Hamna mepex kem! Mar npoTsiHy/T pyKy, MBITasiCh IPUKOCHYTHCSI KO MHE, HO s OTCTY-
nuia, THXO (ppIPKHYB. Pa3zBepHyBIIUCH, TOCMOTpeNia B CTOPOHY ropofia U repeBesia B3I Ha Yeso-
BEKa.

—MHe Hy)XHO 3aKOHYHUTbH 371€Ch, TIOMOUb MOCTPAJABIIMM.-51 B3MaxHy/1a KPbUIbsIMUA M B3MbLIA
B Bo3ayx. Co3naB HeOomblylo cdepy, OTTOIKHY/IA €€ XBOCTOM B CTOpOHY Mara. OH Hampsrcsi, HO
ObLT Tak a0, YTO J1aKe He ycIes YKJIOHUTLCS. M KoMy OH XO4eT MOMOYb B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH, KOTa
eMy camomy TpeOyercsi moMolb! Most SHeprusi COeMHMIA HECKOJIBKO pa3pblBOB B €T0 pe3epBe U
npuasa HemHoro cui. [TpockanrpoBas eni€ pa3 ero Maruueckuit (hoH, rnojeresna B CTOpoHy caja. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ITyCTh JIEJIA€T, YTO XOYET, s He CTaHy €ro OCTaHABJIMBATh, K TOMY K€ MOU JONT Mepej
HUM OITaueH.
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4 ri1asa

[Tpouwto emg napy aHeW, KOTopsle Mar 0e3BbUIa3HO npocujen gjoma. OHO M MOHATHO, KyJa
MOXHO OTIIPaBUTHCS C TAKMMHU NMOBpeskaeHusAMU. HeBobHO 51 HaOJmoziana 3a HUM 4epe3 OTKPhI-
TOE OKHO M BpeMsI OT BpEMEHHM NpoBepsijia ero pe3eps. XOTs MOBOJOB /sl BOJTHEHUS He ObUIO, OH
JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO BOCCTaHABJIMBAJICS, M 3TO HE MOIJIO HE paJoBaTh. Mar 4acTo Mojaxoaul K OKHY,
BBICMATpHBasi MEHs1, HO 51 IpsATalach 3a JMCTBOM, He3aMeTHO HaOmogas 3a HuM. Houb Bbi1asiack mpo-
CTO Y)XKaCHOM, JISASTHOW DOKIb JIMJT KaK U3 Be/lpa, M Jaxe KPoHa JepeBa He cliacayia MeHs OT 00KHU-
TraloIyx XoJo1oM Kariesb. CkaBIIMCh B KOMOK, CTapalach COXPaHUThb TEIIO, HO YCIIBIIIAB IIIyM CO
CTOPOHBI IOMa, MOAHsJIA IOJI0BY. Mar BIILIEN HA KPbLIbLO, PSAJAOM C HUM CBEPKaJl CBETOBOM CITIOJIOX.
Sl BBINJIAHYJIA U3 CBOETO YKPBITHS, M YEJIOBEK MAXHYJI MHE PYKOI.

—3axozu B IoM !-B3IJIsIHYB Ha 4Y€pHOE HEOO, MOHsIIA, YTO JOXK/Ib 3aKOHUUTCS HE CKOPO, a YIpsi-
MUTBCS U MEP3HYTh ITyno. CIIPbITHYB C BETKH, B HECKOJIBKO MPbIKKOB Mepecekiia ABOp U 3a0exasa
B [IPUOTKPBITYIO JBEPb. Mar 3ailén ciaeioM 1 3aKpbul ABepb. 51 3a0uiach B yroi, He CBOAUB HACTO-
POXEHHBIN B3I ¢ Hero. OH BbILIET B APYTyI0 KOMHATy. 1 OTpsAXHyJIach, CMaXHYB Karlld BOJbI,
cTekaiolye 1no yeurye. Mar BepHyJcs, Jepxka B pykax nosoreHue. OH onmycTuics psJoM CO MHOW
Ha KOJIEHH, f MONATHIACh, TUXO pblya. —Hy BOT 4ero Tel pelYMllb, s Bedb HUYETO IJIOXOro Tede
HE CJIeJIal0.-B3JOXHY/T Mar. $ MojHsIa Ha Hero I71a3a, BCTPETHBIINCH C CEPO-TOMYObIM B3IJISIOM.
OH MeIJIEHHO OITyCTWJI Ha MOIO CIIMHY TMOJIOTEHIIE, OTYEro s B3porHyJia. bbuio HENMpUBBIYHO OIILy-
I11aTh Ha Yelllye YbK-TO PYKH M YyBCTBOBATh 4yxkoe Teryo. OH akKypaTHO MPOBOJMJI MOJIOTEHLIEM
110 MOEH CIUHe, KUBOTY, ee. Cama He 3aMeTnIa, KaKk Hayala HeKUThCS OT YIOBOJbCTBUS. —3Ha-
YWT, Thl YMEEIlIb HE TOJIBKO PhlYaTh U (PbIPKATh?-yCMeXHyJIcA Mar. S ENKHya 3y0aMu, OH OAEPHYT
PYKH M BHIPOHWJI MOJIOTEHIIE. YIIBIOHYBIINCH, IETKHYI MEHs IO HOCy. 51 CKocHIta 171a3a ¥ IIMbITHYJIa
HocoM. OH yJIBIOHYJICS, HO Yepe3 MUT CTajl cepbe3HbM. —Criacn00, 4To npHIuia Toraa. MHe He XBa-
THJIO CHJI IPU3BATh TeOs1, TO3TOMY U He yMaJl, YTO Thl caMa MPUEIIb.-s1 HAKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK,
HO OH OTBEJ IJIa3a, CIpsITaB OT MeHs CBOHM B3MIsiA. Mar coopyami U3 MONOTeHel Mojfooue rHesna
Y CO3JaJ1 HECKOJIBKO CBETOYEM, OT KOTOPBIX MCXOAMJIO TeIlio. S1 cena Ha MATKYIO JiekaHKy. —OT/bI-
XaM, rpeics. —MOAHSABIINCH, Mar MOKAYHYJICA U 3aKalUIsUICs. A pe3epB-TO ero J0 CUX [op pa30pBaH,
yepe3 MaJIeHbKUE TPELMHBI BBITEKAET ero Marus 1 1axe caMoe poCToe 3aKJIMHAHUE (TOT JKe CBETOY)
OTHUMAET CUJIBI U IPHUYMHSIET 001k, V1 BCE-Taku OH Oe3pacCyaHblid YelIOBeK.

Bosnblie 51 He mokuzana Jom, JIMIIb U3pelka HoYaMy BbIOMpalach Yepe3 OKHO MOJIeTaTh U pas-
MSATh MBIIIIBL. Mary cTaHOBUJIOCh XYK€, €0 pe3epB He BOCCTAHABJIMBAJICS, @ HA0OOPOT MeJJIEHHO
paspymaicsi. Ho s He cnenmanmsupyioch Ha JiedeOHOW Maru M BCE 4TO MOTY, STO JIHMIIb J100aB-
JIAITh €My COOCTBEHHOW Maruu, 4yToObl 3aMemuTh 3deKT u 006e300muTh. bonblle 1 He Bugena B
HEM Yrpo3y | cTpaxa rnepej HUM He ucrbiThiBana. [1o Houam s Be€ emme meitanack mpoouTsh Gapbep,
YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS JOMOM, HO TIOCTIE TIEPBOTO K€ pa3psia BO3Bpallianachk 0OpaTHO, YTOOBI He MOBpe-
IUTh COOCTBEHHYIO SHEPrHIO M OCTaThCsl He3aMeueHHOW. Sl mpu3Haio, 4to ommbanack B Mare. OH
OblIa JajeKko He IMYIIOM, U He CTPOWII U3 ceds repost. 3a HeCKOJIbKO JHEH, UTo 51 IpoBelia B JIOMe,
CMOIJIa MOJTyYllIe y3HaTh ero. Mar okasascs MOJIObIM MapHeM, ITyCTh OH ObLI Yepecuyp CaMOHAa/IesH,
HO BO MHOIOM HaIlly B3MJIsibl coBnajanu. OH He kAajl MOMOIIM OT JPYrUX, HAaJesICs TOJNbKO Ha
COOCTBEHHBIE CHJIBI M KeJlal MHUpa 0e3 BOWH M YeJOBEUECKUX I'PEXOB B JIIOOBIX MX MPOSIBICHHSIX.
Mozker OBITh 3TO ¥ TO-MaJbYMIIEYbl, HO MOM MUP MMEHHO Takou. [IpakoHam Hedero IeuTb, Mbl
yBaXaeM U LIEHUM TO, YTO JaeT HaM MpUpOJa, YTO-TO Oepsi, Mbl OTAAEM B3aMeH. [IpakoHbl KUBYT
J0JITO, MCHOJIB3Ysl YUCTYIO SHEPIUI0 MUPA, HO KOIJa MOIXOAUT CPOK U JIPAKOH OOJIbLIE HE MOXKET
MCIIOJIb30BaTh MArio, OH JIMINAETCsI CIIOCOOHOCTH JIETaTh U BUIETh MOTOKHU cuitbl. [losTomy crapbie
ApaKkoHbl NpbIraloT ¢ JlparHaiita, 1 BO BpeMs MaJeHusl UX TeJO MpeBpalaeTcs B YUCTYI0 SHEPIHUIO,
BO3Bpaulasich B MUp. Tak JpakoH yXxoauT 3a rpaHb. Ho gpakoHa MoXkeT yOuTh yesioBedecKoe OpyKue,
BBIKOBaHHOE M3 oOcuauana. Tak ymepra mMosi mpabalyiika, IMEHHO TIocyie €€ CMepTH MOM JIeyIlKa
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BBICTaBUJI Oapbep, BJIOKUB B HETO CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO SHEPrHIO, Orpak/iasi CBOMX MOTOMKOB OT €€
yuactu. baby1ika He pa3periaer roBOpuTh 00 3TOM U MO3TOMY 51 He cnpamuBaia. Ho gymato, G610
YTO-TO CH_lé, XOT4A 9TO JIUIIIb MOU JOraakKu.

INo koMHarte pa3aBayIch OBICTpBIE 11T, 51 OTKPbLIA 71432 U MOHSIIA TOJIOBY. Mar Xoaut Tyaa-
ciona. Ha Hém ObLT cTporuii TEMHBIN KOCTIOM, OH 3aBsI3aJ1 CBOM BOJIOCH B XBOCT. f1 THXO 3apbIuaia,
1 Mar oOepHyJICsS Ha MEHs.

—Pa30ymuii?-s1 cena u Borpolariie nocMoTpena Ha Hero. Kyna on coOpancsa? Tonbko Besb
BU€pa HOBBI IIPUCTYII KAIILISI OCTAHOBMJIA. —MHE HY’KHO B CTOJIUILY, OCTaHELIbCS 32 IVIABHYIO.-YTO-TO
MHE TIOJICKa3bIBaJIO, YTO Mar Tyza He 0co0o xoueT. A (pbIpkHya 1 NoTsHy/I1ach. —BepHYyCh K Beuepy.-
Mar OTKpbLI ABEPb U BhIIIEN BO 1BOP. M mouemy MHe KaKeTcs, YTO €CJIM OH MOWAET OAMH, MHE [TIOTOM
MpUAETCs CHOBA cniacaTh ero? CUJeTh OIHOM B JOME HE OYEHB-TO U XOTEJIOCh, [I03TOMY BbUIETEB Uepe3
OKHO, ITPU3EMJIMJIACH PSJIOM C HUM U YXBaTHJIACh 3a Kpai ruiaiia. Mar oOepHyJcs, yIUBIEHHO BHITHYB
OpoBb. —Iloiients co MHOW?-KaxeTcst OH O6e3 Tpy/ia MOHsUT MOW B3IJISIT U TTOBepHYJIcsS. —Tam Oyner
MHOTO JIIOAIeW U JPYyTue JIPaKoHbL.-Apyrue apakoHbl? JlaBHO XoTela B3MISIHYTh, KOTO ke 3[1eCh JIIOAU
CUMTAIOT CBOMMH PYYHBIMH JpakoHaMu. PBIPKHYB, OTIIPAaBIIIA Mary Maruyeckyio cepy, 4ToObl OH
HE Tpatsi COOCTBEHHbIE CHJIbI, OTKPBUI Niepexoll. BopoHka B 3TOT pa3 Oblia HeOeCHO-CUHEH, ITOTOMY
YTO Ha mepexofl Obla 3a7eliCTBOBaHa MOsI Marusl. Mar BBITSHYJ pyKy. Jlymaer, s csay eMy Ha pyKH,
sl HE KOIIIKa U caMa B COCTOSIHMM UATH. 3700HO (PBIPKHYB, TIepBasi BOILIA B MopTail. [louyBCcTBOBaB
TI0]1 JIarlaM¥ XOJIOIHBIA KaMeHb, TIOJHsIA TOIOBY U 3amepia. Briepean Bo3BbIasics: OeIOKaMEeHHBIH
aBopell. Beicokue pa3zHOypoBHEBbIE OallTHU MOKPHIBAIN CBEPKAIOIIHE, TIOMYKpyIJibie Kynona. Ha Bcex
OKHAaX MCKPWJIKCh I[BETHbIE BUTPAXH, HA CTEHAX BHIIPABUPOBAHBI Y30phl. A TI0 G0KaM OaltieH Haxo-
auuch Oenble ctatyd. S Tak 3amo0oBaiach 3TOM KpacoTou, UTo jaaxe 3adbiia mpo mara. OH yxe
yCIeJ 3aKpbITh BOPOHKY, PAcCesTh MO0 Maruio 1 MOJOWTH.

—39t10 Tacmun-aBopen; Nmneparopa. Uném, y Hac masio Bpemenu. He otxonu oT MeHst HM Ha
11ar. —pa3roBapuBaeT, Kak ¢ MajeHbKOM. Mbl POLUIM XOJUT U, TIOAHSBIIKUCH M0 IIMPOKOM JIECTHULIE,
3alUIM B OIMH U3 3a710B. OCIeNUTEeNbHbIN CBET pe3aHyJl 10 IJ1a3aMm, U 5 3aKMYypUIach.

—ném, Tebe Tyna!-s OTKpbLIa r1a3a ¥ mocMoTpesa Ha Mara. OH CTOsIT y BOJbEPA, 32 KOTOPBIM
HAXOJIMJIHCK. . .ipakoHbI! OHU U BIIPaBIy YeM-TO ObUIM MOXOXH Ha HAC, 51 ObI Jaxke cKa3ayia C BUJY,
He ommyuiib. Ho ux Marust Opuia BO MHOTo pa3 cnabee U s He BHJeIa MPOOJIECKOB pa3yMHOCTH
B UX B3IJ1s1Jax. CKOpCC OHHM HaIlTOMUHAJIU ITPUPYUYCHHBIX KUBOTHLIX. HO, Haao 3aMETUTh, g CUJIIbHO
ycTrynajia uM B pasMepax. OHM ObUIM pazMepoM c Jiomaab. 1 JokHa UATH K HUM? YBUZIEB MOE
CMSITEHHE, Mar KUBHYJI U MaxHYJ PyKo#, on3eiBas onxke. —laBaii, Te0st He myctsT Kk MiMneparopy.
[Tocuaumib 31€ck, OKa 5 3aKOHYY JieNa. —s HEIOBOJIBHO (PBIPKHYJIA, HO MOCIYIIHO 3alllla B BOJIbEP.
Mar 3akpbLi ero 1, KUBHYB MHE, HAllpaBWICS K JJIMHHOMY ITPSIMOYTOJIBHOMY CTOJTY, HAaXOIMBLIEMYCSI
B JIECSITM METpax OT BoJibepa. Sl mpocieansia 3a HUM B3IVIS10M, TAPEHb OCTAHOBUIICS U K HEMY TO10-
1 gBoe. Kak Tobko OHM MOBEPHYITUCH, Cpasy y3Hasta MaroB 13 jieca. [llatena u 61oHI1HA, BTOPOTO
sl OTKPBITO HE MEPEHOIIY, MOMaarch MHE TOJIbKO, TIPUIIOMHIO BCE, UTO OH caenan! U 6ok cui, u Tec-
HYIO KJIETKY, 1 00€3[IBKMBaHNE, U BIMBAaHUE MEP3KOW KUXKHU yepe3 cuity. JIpakoHsl, cpearnpoBas
Ha HOBMUKA, IPYIIKOH CTaIM MPUOIMAKATHCS KO MHE, CTapasich OOHIOXaTh. $1 yrpoxaolne 3apbyaia,
METHYB Ha HUX yrpoxawoumi B3risaa. [louyBcTBOBaB MOE MPEBOCXOACTBO B CUJIE, OHM MTHOBEHHO
OTCTYIWJIM, APYKHO 3a0MBIIUCH B MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHBIA yrojl Boibepa. BoT u vyaHO, ImycTh JIydIie
6o0sTcsi. OMyCTUBIIKCH Ha TETUIBIH TOJ, TIOJIOKMJIA TOJIOBY Ha JIalbl U BHUMATEIBHO CTaJla CJASUTH 32
nepemeleHusIMu Mara. Heckonbko MUHYT OH pasroBapuBall B KOMIIAHUM JBYX MaroB, IOTOM K HUM
MIPUCOCMHIUIIUCH € TPoe. BIJI0 OBOBHO CKYYHO, HO BHYTPEHHUH TOJIOC TBEPIWT HE TEPATH OU-
TEeJILHOCTh. Bckope BhllIeN eme oiMH YeJI0oBeK, U BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOLIME MOJHSIUCh CO CBOUMX MECT,
a JPAaKOHBI APYKHO ITPEKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBBI. 4 xe ocranace HEIIOABWIKHO JICXKATb, CKAHUPYSA €ro B3IJIA-
oM. BUaumo, 3To U ecTh X UMIIEpaTop ¥ KaK s MOHsLIA, CITYCTs Yac HaOMOIeH!sI 3a JIOIbMH, OH y
HUX, 4TO-TO Bpoje Moel 0a0yiku y Hac. Ero cioBa HEOCOPUMBI, €10 MPUKa3bl BHIMOIHSIIOTCS TOYHO
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1 OBICTPO, OHAKO, 51 YyBCTBOBaJIa BOJTHEHHE Mara. Korjia mpo3ByJaiv Tpyu UMEHH, TTapeHsb U JIBa €ro
Apyra NOAHSIIUCH CO CBOMX MECT.

—AubauC, paJ BHOBb BUAETH TeOsl B I0OPOM 3[paBHUU.-JIGHUBO MPOTSIHYJI UMIIEPATOp, OTITUB
u3 KyOka. UTo K, Bpsi/I JIU OH 0OJIaJaeT Marveu, pa3 jaxe He CriocoOeH YBHIETh, UYTO Pe3epB Mara
eJie IEPKUTCSA. 3aT0, KakeTcs, IPpy3bsi ITO MPEKPACHO OCO3HABAIU, HO NpoMomyaiu. [lapens nuiib
CIIEp)KaHO KUBHYIL.

—3myni, Kak 0OCTOAT Jiesia ¢ HOBUUKAMM ?-1IIaTeH KaILISHY/I U BBITSHYJICS 110 CTPYHKE.

—BBIIyCKHUKOB aKaJeMU CTAHOBUTCSI BCE MEHbIIIE, OHU OOSITCS 32 CBOU KU3HH, 3aITyraHHbIE
Pa3HBIMH CITyXaMH. —TIapeHb TIOCMOTPEJT Ha CTApUKa, & UIMIIEpaTop JIEHUBO MPUTYOWIT BUHO.

—3HaunT, 00s3yiiTe ux. [IpeacraBbre 310, KaK CIykKeHUe KOPOHE BO UM UMITEPHH.

—Jlorapa, Kak 0OCTOAT Jef1a C JpaKoHaMu ?-OJIOHIMH TOTHSJICS CO CBOETO MeCTa.

—/IpakoHOB OOy4alOT TpU Mecsla, HO Majo KTO W3 HHUX IEPeKHBACT TEpPBOE 3aKpPBITHE
«ITyCTOThI». —3HAYUT, BPEMEHHBIE JIbIPbl OHU HA3bIBAIOT «ITYCTOTAMU» ?

—Cokparute oOy4yaemMoe BpeMsi O Mecsla.-paBHOAYIIHO MPOTSIHY uMIieparop. Bronaux
KOPOTKO KMBHYJI 4 ceJl Ha MecTo. 51 nepeBesa B3I Ha Mara. OH c:KUMaJl KyJlakd, U sl YyBCTBOBaJa
WCXOJIMBIIIEE OT HETO HErOJJOBaHME.

Bcé€ 310 coOpanue TAHYIO0CH el JoNTUX TpU Yaca. VimmepaTop paBHOAYIITHO COKpAIai CPOKH
1 (akTHUecKn TpeOOBaJ HEBO3MOKHOTO. Mar M ero Jpy3bsi OTOILIA B CTOPOHY OT CTOJIA, YTO-TO
OypHO oOcyxaas. S mepeBesa B3IJIsII HA CTOM M 3aMETHJIa, KaK OfIHA U3 IEBYIIIEK, Mogdexkasa K MecTy,
I7ie CUJIeN MTapeHb, U BBICHINAJIa KAKOW-TO TIOPOIIOK B ero 6okas. [ToqHsB roioBy, BHUMATEIbHO MPO-
ciiequia 3a Hell U BCTasla Ha janbl. OHa MIHOBEHHO CKpbUIACh, @ Maru BEPHYJMCh Ha CBOM MECTA.
Wmmnepatop nmofHsi KyOOK U, MPOM3HECs TOCT 3a MPOIBETAaHUE UMIIEPUH, OTITIIT BUHO. [lapeHb B3
OOKaJ1 ¥ 51 HanpsAryach. [IoHATHS He MMeEIo, YTO MoAMeIaia Tya AeBYIIKa, HO COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 3TO
YTO-TO MOUJET eMy Ha nosb3y. C JErKOCThIO EPEMaxHYB Yepe3 BOJIbEP, IPOKPaAIACh MO CTOJIOM U
3arpbIrHyJia Mary Ha kojieHu. OH OIyCTHJI FOJIOBY, YAMBIIEHHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha MeHs1. Pa3BepHyBIIUCD,
XBOCTOM BBIOMJIA OOKAJI U3 €ro pyK, ¥ OH CO 3BOHOM YIaJl Ha T0JI, PAaCIIECKaB COAEPKUMOE.

—Yt0 oHa TBOPUT...-nipouenw Jlorapn, Opocast Ha MeHsI 3700HbIN B3rJIsiA. PHIPKHYB, OTBEp-
HyJIach OT OJIOH/IMHA U TKHYJIAa HOCOM B JIaJioHb Mara. OH 0OepHYJICSl Ha pa3IUTOe BUHO, M JakKe He
BOOPYKEHHBIM IJ1a30M ObUIO BUIHO $i/1, CJIa00 IIUIISIIUI B 2JIOM BUHE.

—Cnacu0o. . .-IIenHyI mapeHb MHe Ha yxo0. MiMriepaTtop u3ydaolie mocMoTpelT Ha MEHsI.

—Anbauc, y 1eds iossBWICS qpakoH?-mar KuBHYJ. —[lo3apasisio! [er e€ dernyun JOBOIBHO
HeoObIueH. Y He€ ecTh Kakas-HUOYIb CIIOCOOHOCTB?-s1 MOKOCHJIACh Ha CTApHKa, CUASAIIETO BO IJ1aBe
CTOJIa Ha TPOHE.

—OHa o4eHb YMHas1.-KOPOTKO OTBeTW1 Mar. MiMniepatop ycmexHysicst M KUBHY1. Bapyr s oco-
3HaJIa, YTO CUKY Ha €ro KOJIEHsIX, M PE3KO CIIPHITHYB Ha I10JI, HE3aMETHO BEPHYJIACh 0OPATHO B BOJIbEP.
AJbIUC TIOAHSIIICS ¥ BBIILIENT CIIEIOM 32 MMITepaTopoM. Ero apy3bst mpuOIM3UIMCch KO MHE U OTKPBLTH
BoJbep. JIBa ApakoHa OOYKOM, Opocasi Ha MEHsI OCTOPOXKHBIE B3IJISIIBI, MEAJICHHO BBIIILIM 32 €ro
Mpeebl, MoAoiAs K MaraM. Ps1oM ¢ 1maTeHoM 0CTaHOBUJICS KOPUYHEBBIN IPAKOH C TEMHBIMU MSAT-
HAMH, a PSJIOM C OJIOHAMHOM, TOTyOOH JipakoH. Yepe3 HECKOIBbKO MUHYT U3 COCEHEr0 3aj1a ObICTPhIM
11aroM BhIIIeNT AJIbAKUC, BCKJIOKOYEHHBI M HEPBHBIW OH TMOJOIIET K Maram.

—AJbINC, KaK MPOLIO. . .~-OCTOPOXKHO cripocu M3mymuit.

—Hukak ! TOT cTapuK He XOYeT HIYEero MOHUMATh ! -IpOCTHO OPOCHJT Mar 1 IOBEPHYJICS KO MHE.
MenbKkoM B3IVISIHYB Ha JPAKOHOB, COMBIIMXCS B KYUKY B IAJIbHEM YUy, KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY JBEpH. —
Nném! —s BhIlIUIa 1 MBI cpa3y MOKUHYIU ABOpell. Jlorapa co3ian noprai U nepeHeCc HaC Ha OKpauHy
ropoja, Iie CTOUT JIOM IapHS.

—ThI 10 cux Mop He Jai ed umsi?-Bapyr cupocuit amywit. Ajbanuc mpoBEn pykoil 1o Bojocam
1 00epHYJICS Ha MEHS.

—Mozxet Pesi? OHa OCTOSIHHO PBIYMT. —s TUXO 3apbluasia, BOOOIE-TO y MEHS YKe eCTb UMSI.
4l... Bapyr 3a cniiHO#M POU30IIEN BCIUIECK SHEPTUU, Maru, TOXe MOYYBCTBOBAIU €TI0 U OOSPHYJIHCh.
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AJbIC METHYJICSI KO MHE M, OTKPBIB BOPOHKY, TOJIKHYJI MeHs B He€. CTpena, crijleTeHHast U3 Maru-
YEeCKMX HHTEW, MPOHecIach MUMO MEHs, BOH3UBILIKCH B Tuieuo Aupauca. OH 3ammnen ot 60u u,
MOKAYHYBIIKCh, YIaJT Ha KOJIeHH. §I XxoTena OpocuThes Briepéll, HO K MOMM JiariaM noyietena chepa,
Y pasfajcs B3pbIB, OTKUHYBIIMI MEHSI Ha HECKOJILKO METPOB B CTOPOHY. BOpOHKa 3axJIONHYIach, 1
s OKa3asach y camoro goma Mara. Hy uto 3a rynen! Emy Benp He cripaBuThest Oe3 meHst! Ckoopnu-
HUPOBAB JBIKEHM S, B3JIETeNA U yCTPEMMIIACh 0OpPaTHO Ha OKpauHy. Bo uTo o onste Bistascs! [y
B yIIaX MPOAODKAJICS em€ Mmapy MUHYT, 3TO cOMBaJo ¢ TojKy. Korma st cMora 3armymmTts 60ib |,
OTBICKATh 10 HUTSIM MapHs, MEPBOE YTO YBUJENA, IPYNITy U3 IIECTH MaroB, 3aKyTaHHBIX B YEpHbIC
ruiany. TpsXHYB rojIoBOM, OIS Aesach U TYT ke odyBcTBoBasia 0071b. He cBoto. D10 Obl1a 60716 Mara.
[Nouckas ero B3JIAA0M, HAILIA B OKPYKeHUH TPEX MaroB. OH yke He MOT CTOSITh Ha HOTaX, JBOE €ro
Apy3ei ObUTH TaJIeKO, YTOOBI TOMOYb €My, Cpakasich ¢ IByMs APYTMMU MaraMu. BHesarHo, BO3/1yx
CIKaJICS M TIOTSIKENIEN, TIPSIMO PSIOM C AJTBIMCOM B BO3JyXe BO3HHUKIIA «ITyCTOTa». OOECCHIICHHBIM,
OH yIaJj Ha 3eMJII0, He B CWJIax IMouIeBeauThCs. HUTH, CBA3bIBaIOIIME €r0 cO MHOM CTaJIM JIONAThCS
OfIHA 3a JAPYroW M eClH Tak MPOIOKUTCS, OH YMPET yepe3 mapy MUHYT. BrIOOpa He ocTaBasioch,
MeUTUTh ObLIO Henb3sl. Ero Apy3bsi CIMIIKOM 3aHATH U €JUHCTBEHHBIM €rO ITAHCOM Ha CIaceHue
SIBJISIIOCH $1, BOT TOJIBKO UTO OYAET MOCIIe TOro, KaK s CeJAlo TO, O Y€M JyMaio. . .

PackpbiB CBOH pe3epB, B BO3[AyXe MpPUHSIA UCTMHHOE OONMMYME JIPAKOHA, MPEBOCXOASINEe
IIpe’KHee pa3MepoM B AecATh pa3. TOTUKOM, OMYCTUBIIKCH PSJOM C MaroM, OTTOJIKHYJIA OTHOTO U3
«4EPHBIX» XBOCTOM, M3/IaB OTIYIIAIOIIMI PhIK. Maru 3amepiu, oTcTynuB Ha3al. OOepHyBIINCH HA
AJbuca, 3aMeTuIIa ero TyCKHelolue cepo-roiayosie riasa. OH 10 CUX MOp B CO3HAHUM. 3HAYMT, eIIE
€CThb LIaHC cracTu ero. HakpelB ero KppuioM, pa3BepHyJiach K JIbIpe W MOBTOPWJIA TO, YTO CleJiaa
¢ He#l B mponuibiid pa3. Cgepa, B30OpBaBIIMCH BHYTPH ITYCTOThI, OBICTPO 3aIONHUIIA U paccesiia e€.
MaroB OTKMHYJIO Ha HECKOJIBKO MeTpoB. OIHaKO J10J1r0 MOAJIEPKUBaTh TaKylo (popMy ApakoHa OYEHb
TSDKEJIO M PACXOAYEeTCsl CITUIIKOM MHOTO SHEepruv. B3MaxHyB KpbUIbsIMU, B3JIETeNa M 0OpaTHIACh,
MPU3EMJIMBIIKCH Ha OIHO KOJIEHO. YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI CKOJIb3HYJIM BIIEPEN, XJIOMHYB KPbUIbSIMHU 3a CITU-
HOM, CKaJia B JIAJOHSIX CYXYIO 3€MJII0, BOHMBIIKCH B HE€ KOTTAMU. [10AHSIB rOJIOBY, MPOXIJIa UCTIeTie-
JISIOIMM B3IVISIOM MaroB M MojHsiIack Ha Horu. [lonynpo3payHas amiacHO-4€pHas TKaHb CKOJb3-
HyJ1a 1o O6eipaM, pa3BUBAsCh 100KOM. YEpHOE Oxeperibe, IJIOTHO MpUJIeraoliee K 1iee, yaepKuBajo
TKaHb Ha rpyau. T€MHas Jernys 3akpbIBajia MOYTH BCE YYACTKH TeJa, 32 UCKJIIYEHUEM JIMLA, )KUBOTA
1 nauiblieB. S oOGepHyIach Ha Mara, ero BepaskeHHe JIMIa FOBOPUIIO camo 3a cedst. OH yBUeT MEHS 1
CTpax CBEPKHYJI B €ro cepo-roayosix rinazax. Ceiiuac He Bpems 00 3Tom qymarth! S omepHyna ceds u,
MOBEPHYBIIIMCh K MaraM, HaKJIOHHMJIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK. B yaonu 3axriack TémHast cpepa. Codpas Bcio
CBOIO SIpOCTb, METHYJIACh K JIIO/ISIM, 32 JIOJIO CEKYH/y OKa3aBIINCh PSIIOM C OJIHUM U3 HuX. BricTaBuB
BIIEpEN PyKY, MPOH3MIa cepoil YeaoBeKa 1 ero Teso, MOTsKeNIeB, OOMSKJIIO, yIaB Mepeio MHOM.
Kankue crnadble co3/1aHust, BO3OMHUBIIUE ceOsl BCECHJIBHBIMU B 3TOM Mupe! [[Boe MaroB BBITYCTHIIH
B MEHsI HECKOJIBKO cbep, s1 00epHYJIach M OHUM JIBHKEHUEM PYKH paccesiia X Maruio.

—UYro oHa Takoe!-3aKpruYall OIMH U3 «TEMHBIX» MaroB M OpOCUJICSI Ha MEeHS CO CriuHBI. $1 pac-
KpbL1a KpbUIbs U, IOAJIETEB, YBEPHYJIACh OT €ro yaapa. [IposereB Hal ero rojsoBoii, Npu3eMIniIach 3a
HUM U BOH3WJIA UMbl HA KPbUIbSIX B €r0 cepalle, MpoOuB JErkue. Mar 3akpuyai U ynaja 3aMepTBoO.
Ocrancs nocieanuii. Pe3ko o6epHYBINCH, B3MaxHyJIa KPbUIbSIME U, TOJIETeB K 4€pHOU (urype,
CXBaTWJIa 3a TPYAKH, TIOJHAMASCh Bhillle B He00. YenoBek 3a0mICs, MbITasCh BHIOPATLCS, U S yIO-
BUJIA THXKE BCXJUIbl. COpBaB KaIoIIOH, y3HaUIa JIMIIO AEBYIIKU U3 1BopIia. FIMeHHO oHa mojchInaa
s B 60Kau1 mapHsi. Trxo 3apbryaB, Opocuia Ha He€ HEeHaBUCTHBIN B3I, JleByliKa BCKpUKHYJIA OT
y’kaca, OTTOJIKHYB MeHs. S pa3kaja pykMd U JEeBUOHKA Hayasa MajaTh HA 3eMJI0. Sl MeJIeHHO oI1y-
CTHJIACh PSIOM C e€ Oe3KM3HEHHBIM TeJIOM M, (DHIPKHYB, OTBepHYynack. EmmE nBoe maroB, jexanu
B ctopoHe. He xBaraet omHoro! Coexan? Hy na magHo, 06 3Tom He ceituac! OOepHYBIIHMCH HA €ro
Apy3e, yBUeNa, 9TO OHU CTOSUTA PSIIOM C TIapHEM, MPOKUrasi MeHs B3IsiAamMu. $1 mpuOams3muiach,
HO OHM BBICTABWJIA HA MeHS cdepy.
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—Kro 1h1!-nIpO1Ie nu Jlorapa. —4to Tl Takoe ! -s1 HEAOBOJILHO AEPHYIIA PYKAMU U OKOBBI C KOPOT-
KMMHU TIETSIMU 3a3BEHEIN Ha 3aIlsSICThsIX.

-4 npakon Asnbauca, Ta, 9TO CBSI3aHA C HUM KOHTPAKTOM KpPOBH !-TIpOpbIYajia, CMOTPs B I1a3a
OMOHAMHA.

—/IpakoHBI HE MOTYT PUHUMATH YEJIOBEYECKUI OOIMK, M CTAHOBUTCS B AECATH pa3 OoJblle B
ofHO MrHoBeHbe! KTo Thl, OTBevaii paBay Wiv yMpELIb!-s B T0JI0C 3apblyajia.

—He mMemaii Mue!-Mar BoimycTiul cepy, HO 51 paccesia e€ OJIHAM JIBHKEHHEM M OTOpocHIIa
MaroB I10 pa3Hble CTOPOHBI OT AJbauca. [lofoiins Kk Hemy, KOCHYJIach ero rpyau, ciadoe cepaieoue-
HHE TOBOPHJIO O TOM, UTO OH eIl€ KUB, HO MarnuecKkuii (hOH KprUYaJl, 9To OH XOIUT 10 T'paHu. BriHyB
MAarmuecKyIo CTpey, BHTATMBAIOIIYIO U3 HEro SHEPrHio, 00epHyJach Ha MaroB. —Eciv XoTuTe moMoub
CTIACTH €T0, BBl 3HAETe, I7Ie OH!-HAKPbIB ce0s1 KPbUTbSIMU, 0OpaTUIIaCh M OCTOPOKHO B3$5IB Mara Jiaramu,
B3JieTesna B He0o. Hy:kHO ToponuThCsi, OH oueHb c1ad! Yepes mapy MHUHYT, 51 yKe MPU3EMIIAIACH BO
JBOpE €ro JJOMa M ¢ IOMOIIBIO TeJIENopTa MepeHecIa Mara B IOM, YJIOXUB Ha KpoBaTh. Hukoraa emg
He OblIa B ero KOMHaTe, HO HeT BpeMEHH Ha paccMaTpuBaHue uHTepbepa. [IpuHsIB 0OnMMK yeoBeka,
pasopBaia pyOallky u MpoBesia pyKol HaJl rpyabio. Pe3eps n3opBaH, Bce CIIMTHIE KyCOUKH BHOBb
MOpBaHbl ¥ HACTOJIBKO MEJIKO, YTO CIIMBATh MX OECIOoNe3HO. Y MeHs OCTajach YeTBEPTh pe3epBa,
3TOro MaJjo, YTOObl BEPHYTh €My CO3HaHHUE, HO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI yAEpXKaTh B HEM KU3Hb. OTKpHI-
Jlach BOPOHKA M B KOMHATY BOILIM Maru. § o6epHynack Ha Hux. He mymana, 4To OHM IpUIyT.

—Urto HyXHO JiesIaTh!-BCTPEBOKEHHO cripocui M3mymit.

—Ilonepxwure ero.-6pocuia s1, cocpenotaurBas cuy. [llareH oOXBaTHI HOTY MapHs, a OJIOHAWH
MpUXaj ero mieun K mnocreau. Co3aas cepy u3 OCTaTKOB COOCTBEHHOM Maruu, MeJIJIeHHO TIOMe-
cruiia e€ B Mara. OH BBITHYJICS M OTKPBLT I71a3a. Pagykka nepenuiach U3 cepo-roiayooro B cargupo-
BBIH IIBET U BEpHYJIA MPEKHUN OTTEHOK. Pacnpesie B sHepruio 1o BceMy ero Teiy, ycbliana, Kak
Mar cjesaj CyI0pOXHBIH BIoX. Mosi Marusi UCCSKJIA, U 51 BEPHYJIACh B IpekHee 0OIMIHNe MaJICHBKOTO
ApaKOHYHMKA.

—W gto Ham Teneps aenath?-mipoperdaint Jlorapa. 1 kinamHyma 3ybamu, HO BCE ke YCTaHOBUIIA
C HUMH MEHTAJIbHYIO CBSI3b.

—IlonnepxuBaiite ero COOCTBEHHOIM Maruel, Kak TOJIbKO 51 Habepy OCTATOYHO SHEPTUH, CMOTY
YaCTUYHO BOCCTAHOBUTBD €TI0 PE3ePB. —HA TOT pa3 Maru He CTAJIY CIIOPUTh, a TIPOCTO CAEJIAIH TO, UTO 5
ckazasa. 51 sxe BeiOpasiach BO JBOP U JIeTJia Ha IepeBO, YTOObI ObICTpee UepnaTh SHEPTHIO U3 TPUPOIbL.
He 3Hato, Kak 3T0 00BSICHHUTH, HO sl OUEHb XOUY, YTOOB AJILANC MPUIIENT B ceOs1, HE XOUy, YTOOBI OH
yMep, IIpU TOM, 4T 51 Obla psigom. He 3Hat0, BO UTO BBSI3aJICS STOT IIIYIIBIA CAaMOHAIESIHHBIN Mar, HO
MHE X04eTCs, 9YTOOBbI OH MepeskiiT 3Ty Houb. OHa CTaHeT Uit Hero pemiaoiieil. B moroxe 3a xxu3Hblo,
Ha rpaHu CMEPTH, OH 00s13aH HAWTH B ceOe CHITBI M BepHYThCs. [Ipocto 00s13aH!
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5 ri1aBa

Mar nepe:xui Houb, HO B CO3HaHME TaK U He BEpHYJICA. Mbl TpU JHS U JBE HOUYM IO OYepeu
BJIMBAJIM B HETO HEPTHIO, HO JIeJ1a C Pe3epBOM OCTaBAIMCh HeM3MeHHBI. HyKHO OBUIO UTO-TO /ienaTh,
HO MOMX CHJI TTOKA XBAaTaJIo JIMIIb HA TO, YTOOBI YAEPKUBATH SHEPIUIO BHYTPH HErO, YKPEIUIss ero
CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM. DTO OYEHb BBIMATHIBAJIO, U B MIEPEpbIBaX, KOIJa STUM 3aHUMAJIUCh €T0 JAPYy3bs,
s TIOUTH Bceraa cnaja. beuia u emé ofgHa npodsieMa, NoKa Mark He 3a/1aBaJii BorpocoB. Kak u s, oHu
nepeXuBaIIM 32 KU3Hb AJIBAMCA, HO KOTJa OH NPUIET B cedsl, B UEM s ObUla yBepeHa, MEHS KIET
JOMPOC, U MPOCTO TaK OHU HE OTCTaHYyT. A 3HAYMT, MHE MPUIETCS paccKas3aTh MpaBay o cede, XOT
Obl YacTb, BOT TONBKO... Kak OHM BOCIpUMYT TO, 4TO s-(paKTUUYECKH JIETeH/1a AJI HUX, COILIe/Ias
CO CTpaHuL KHUT. [l IpaKOHOB MPOLUIO HE TaK MHOIO BPEMEHM C IOsBJIEHUs Oapbepa, IS Hac
BpeMs Ha JlparHaiite Teder no-apyromy. s monen e MpolLIM BEKa, U Hallle CYIIECTBOBAHME OHU
CUMTAIOT JIMIIb BBIIYMAaHHOW CKa3KoM. Pacckau s UM npaBJy, 4yTo oHU cienaot? VisMeHuT am Ajib-
JUC CBOE OTHOLIEHHE KO MHe? Borpockl pousuch M Myrajluch B FOJIOBE, IPOrHAB UX, OTKpPbLIA [J1a3a.
ConHue yxe CKpbUIOCh 32 TOPU30HTOM, BO3/1yX CTaJl CHIPBIM M MpoxJaaHbM. [lopa Bo3Bpamarecs B
aoM. CrpeIrHyB, NOAJIETENA K OTKPBITOMY OKHY U, IIOKas KOTTSIMU, ITPOLIIa B KOMHATy Mara. Mzmyn,
3aMeTHB MEHS1, TOKAUHYJICSl U B3SUICS PYKOM 3a rojioBy. $1 mpuHsiia oOiuvre AEBYIIKM U OKyTasla
Anbauca cBoeit Marueid. OTBEpHYBIIKCH OT MaroB, cesa Ha Kpail kpoBati. C HUIMU 51 He 0011as1ach, Aa
Y OHU HE I'OPEJIN KeJTaHUEM IIOrOBOPUTH CO MHOM. OHM IIPOCTO BBILIUIA U3 KOMHATBI, IPUKPbIB IBEPb.
B xomHare crosi1 nomympak. S noBepHyJaach K Mary, HoArepeB rojoBy ofHoi pykoil. Ero GnegHoe
JIMLO BBINISAAENIO YCTANIO0, OH CUJIBHO oxynes. [IpsMble OpoBH, BbIpa3UTENIbHBIE CKYJIBI, 32 ITU THU 5
NOAPOOHO PacCMOTpesIa U 3aIOMHMIA KaKIyIo YepTy ero Juia. belokypele JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CITy-
TaBUINCh, XAOTUYHO JIEKAIM Ha noayuike. Heckonbko npsaeit ynaau Ha JIMLO, 1 OCTOPOXKHO B3sJa
ux. Ha omryns oHM ObUIM TaKUMU MSTKHAMH. .. YOpaB UX C €ro JIMIA, KOCHYJIACh ThIJIbHOW CTOPOHON
JIaZIoHU ero meku. Takoi XonoaHslil... [IpuKpsIB M1a3a, mogaBuia B3JOX M OTBEPHYJACh, CIyIIast
THIIMHY, KOTOPYIO HapyIIajo JIMIIb THX0e OueHue ero cepaua. IIpockaHnpoBaB mara, IpOBEpHIIA,
YTO OCTABLIMECS] HUTH Maruu padoTaloT MPaBUJIbHO, IPOBO/SA NOTOKHU SHepruu. PhIpKHYB, IepHY.Ia
rosioBoii. ITouemy s1 HU4ero He MoOTy cie1aTh, Beb 51 CAMO CpeJOTOUMe YUCTOM Hepruu. Tak nouemy
celyac 4 Tak GecriomornHa!

B ronoBy npuiuia uzesi, OT KOTOpPOi 1 COOPOrHy/iachk. BckounB ¢ KpoBaTH, OTHIATHY/IACh OT
Mara ¥ BIeYaTajach CIIMHOW B CTOSALIMI y cTeHbl cToi. S cnsruia! I€pHYB rosoBoi, OTKMHYJIA
BOJIOCHI 32 CIIMHY U OTBEpHYJIach K OKHY. Crienaii s T0, 0 4é€M Mogymaia, U CBOOOJbI MHE TOUHO He
Buath. Ho ¢ Opyroil CTOpoHBI, OCTaBb 51 €r0 B TAKOM COCTOSIHMM, 0OpeKy Ha cmepTh. Ho 6e3 ero
COIVIacHs OKOBBI MHE HE CHATb, U, ECJIA OH YMPET, 51 OCTaHYCh 3allepTa B 3TOM MUpe HaBevHO. .. CxaB
KYyJIaK, CTUCHY/A 3yObl. OOEpHYBIIKMCh HA Mara, HEMOJIBMKHO JIEKABLIErO Ha MOCTENU, MEJIEHHO
nojionia K Hemy. byap uto Oyzger. .. [IpuiokuB JIaIoHH K €ro rpyay, 3aKpblia IJla3a U NOCMOTpeJa
Ha ero HUTH. [loTepsBime Oeck, OHM JepKaluch JIMIIb Ha SHEPriuy MaroB 1 Moeil. [TogHecst pyky K
ry06am, BOH3MJIA KJIBIKM B 3asiCThe M noMopiimiack. KpoBb cTpyiikamu nmorekia mo koxe. OTKpbIB
171a3a, HAKJIOHWJIACh K Mary ¥ Ckajia JiaIoHb. [ opsiure Karumm HayajM NajaTh Ha Cyxue IyObl apHs.
On1HaKO 3TO OBLIO CIIMIIKOM MEJIIEHHO, paHa yike ycIiesa 3aTsIHy ThCsl, 2 MOsI KPOBb TaK M HE IIPOHUKJIA
BHYTPb Mara. BHOBb YKYCHB 3aIsiCThe, BTsIHYJIa KPOBb B ce0s1 M, HABUCHYB HaJl IApHEM, IOCMOTpeJa
B €r0 JIMIO. X0Uuy CHOBA YBHIETh €ro cepo-roayooit B3risan! OMycTUB rojloBy, HAKphLIa €ro ryobl
CBOMMHU U BJIMJIa KpPOBb B Hero. Kak TobkO OHa OKa3aiack BHYTPH, SHEPrus cpa3y Hayaja CMelIM-
BaThCsl, IIPUTATMBAs K ceOe Marndeckue MoTOKH, MATKO 0OBOJIaKMBAsl MX M BOCCTaHaBIMBast. f pac-
KpbUIa COOCTBEHHBII pe3epB M NMPUHSIIACh CPAIIMBATh pa30pBaHHbIC YacTu pesepsa mara. [Ipouecc
JOJTUI ¥ KPONOT/IMBBIH, KakIyI0 HUTh HEOOXOOMMO OBUIO OILIETaTh SHEPrUeil, yKperiss e€, 3aTeM
COEIMHATh C COCE/IHEM, ITPU ITOM CpallBas UX BCcE Toi ke marueil. Ho nmocreneHHo pe3eps mara
BOCCTaHABJIMBAJICS U €r0 COOCTBEHHAsI, XOTb ¥ C/1adast Marvsi OKyThIBajla BO3OOHOBJICHHBIE CBSI3U.
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[TonHOUM 5 MPOBO3UIIACH C ITUM, PAKTUUYECKU HE JIBUTAsICh ¢ MecTa. MHe ynanoch BOCCTaHO-
BUTDb OOJIBIIYIO YacTh €r0 pe3epBa, Mocyie Yero Mosi Marsi OYTH MCCSKIIA. 3aKphIB pe3epB, OTCTY-
MUJIa OT Mara, ¥ yCTajo MoCMOTpeJia Ha UTOT cBoel padoThl. OTmvHO! Y MeHs IOy Yrioch 1 Terepb
ero cOOCTBEHHAs1 Marusi BOCCTAHABIIMBAET OCTATKH pe3epBa. 51 crepiia ¢ ryd OCTaTKU KPOBHU THUIBHOW
CTOpOHOM J1aionu. [lapens u3nas ciadblil XpUI U CMOPIIUJICS, TIOBEPHYB rojioBy. BckounB Ha HOTH,
BBIOEXKAJIA M3 KOMHAThL. Maru, cCHeBIIve Ha TUBaHe, OOCPHYJIHCh.

—31, Kyaa coopanacs!-KpukHy:1 Jlorapa. -Uto ¢ AJBAUCOM. ..-BBICKOYMB U3 IOMA, 3aXJIOMHYJIA
ABEpb M MPUCIIOHUIIACh K HEW CIIMHOM, CYJOPOKHO BBIIOXHYB. Ceprie OelieHO KOJIOTUIIOCh B IPY/IH.
Yero g tak ucnyranack? CoBceM Ha MeHsl HE MOXOxXe... OTCTynuB OT JBEpU, MEAJIEHHO IMOAOILIA
K TIPHOTKPBITOMY OKHY B KOMHATE Mara ¥ OCTAHOBMJIACH PSIIOM, MTPUCITYIIABIIKCH K OECIIOKOWHBIM
roJjocam.

—AJbaHC. . .-BOCKJIMKHYN M3Mymit. —HakoHen-To ToI ipuinesn B ce0si! —00IeryéHHO BBIIOXHYB,
MIPUCJIOHMJIACHh TOJIOBOM K MPOXJIAJHOW CTeHe JoMa. BHyTpH Kazaiock, Bc€ ropeno. —Kak Thl ceOs
YYyBCTBYEIIb?

—XuB. . .-oto3Basics cnadelil rooc Mara. —Ho Teso Takoe TskENnoe. ..

—To1 uynom xuB ocraiics!-B3noxHya Jlorapa. —4To nocieiHee NOMHMIIB ?-HACTYIWIIA THILIMHA,
KOTOpasi JaBWia Ha MeHs. $1 XkJanma ero oTBeTa, CIbla, Kak yckopsiercsi Onenuie cepaua. llarnys
BIIEPEN], OCTOPOKHO 3arisiHy/1a B OKHO. [lapeHs cujien Ha KpoBaTH, ONepeBIINCh CTMHOM Ha MOAYIIKH,
a €ro JIpy3bsl CTOSJIU 110 pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

—OrnylmuTeNnbHBI PBIK. ..-MEIJIEHHO TPOTSHYJ Mar, MPUKOCHYBIIUCh PYKOM K BHUCKy. —U1
TUTAHTCKYIO T€Hb, 3aKPBIBIIYIO MeHs OT yrnapa. [IotoM HacTynuia TeMHOTA. ..-i 00Jb, 3aKOHYMIIA 5
3a Hero. Benp ucnbITana nopoOHoe, XOTs U He Tak cuiibHO. Maru Momyanu. OH He TOHSUI, YTO 3TO
ObLa s, Take He OCO3HAJ, YTO 3aKphUIO ero oT yaapa. HaBepHoe, Tak naxe jyure. S yiabiOHYnach
CBOMM MBIC/ISIM M, OTBEPHYBIIHCH OT OKHA, TPUKPbLIA IJ1a3a. YTONKH ry0 IpOTHYJIH U, TIPUHSB O0JIH-
Yyre MaJIEHbKOTO JPAaKOHYMKA, B3MaxHYJla KPbUIbSIMHU.

—A 4TO C IpaKOHOM?-CITIPOCHJI Mar ¥ B €ro rojioce MOC/bILAINCh TPEBOXKHbIE HOTKU. MHe
HYKHO BOCCTAaHOBHUTD CHJIBI, O HEM TeTiepb N03a00TATCS ero Apy3bs. Banetes, ycrpemuiach B TEMHOE
He0o, HO KpaeM yxa ycJblliaia cyxoi otet Jlorapaa.

—C Heil BCE B MOpsIIKE.

[Tpomna Henens1, AjibIUC NONPABUIICS, HO Maru 3alpeTUIi eMy BbIXOAUTb U3 ioMa. S ke, Kak
Y paHbllle NpsTaach B cajly, B BETBAX IepeBbEB. Mar HECKOJIBKO pa3 BBIIJISIIbIBAT U3 OKHA, HO Jlorapn
HAJIOKMJT 3aKJISITUE HA JIOM U MapeHb ObUT He B CHJIAX MEePeCcTyNUTh mopor aoMa. Kaxpiil 1eHb oH
BBICTaBJISU1 HA MOJOKOHHUK MHUCKY C MsICOM, HO 51 HM pa3y He IIPUTPOHYJIach K HeMy. Maru pa3yMHO
poMoTJaid 060 MHE B TOT JIeHb, pacCKa3aB JIMIIIb, YTO TIOMUMO HEM3BECTHBIX HAllaJaBIINX, BO3-
HUKJIA «ITycTOTa». CBEepHYBIIUCH KIIyOOUKOM, Jie)KaJla Ha BETKe, CIyIasi [iesect JUCTBL. [loqymars
CTpalllHO, CKOJIbKO 3allpeTOB s HapyIIWJa 3a 3TU JHU B 3ToM Mupe. HaBepHska, mpeiku mpocro B
SIpOCTH, BeJlb sI HE TOJbKO BMeIIaiach B CyIb0Oy YesoBeKa, HO U MOAEMIach ¢ HUIM COOCTBEHHOM
cunoit. Ecnm 6abymika y3HaeT 00 3ToM... S cTrcHyna 3yObl M yaapuia XBOCTOM TIO CTBOJY JiepeBa.
[[lenku KOpBI OTJIETENIM B CTOPOHY. YCIIBIIIAB Iary, 3amepia. Teriasi pyka KOCHY/Iach MOEH Yellyu.

—CHoBa npsiuenibesi?-s1 3aKphlia 71a3a, NbITasiCh YTOMOHUTB KOJIOTSALIEeCs cepale. —ITO Be/lb
THI criacyia MeHs1? TBOM APOCTHBIN PBIK 51 CIIBIIIAL. . .-MEJIJIEHHO ITOJJHSB TOJIOBY, OOSpHYJIACh U 3arJis-
HyJIa B cepo-roayOble I1a3a Mara. B HUX He ObLJIO CTpaxa WJIM COMHEHHSs, OH C TEIUIOTON CMOTpe
Ha MeHs. —f Hamyras Te0si?-OH MPOBeJ PyKOU MO MOEW rojioBe Mexay poraMu. bieaHocTs Ha ero
JmIe eme ocTaBasiach, HO HE310poBast XyJo0a MoCTeNeHHO yxoauia. Bomockl ObuTH ONpSITHO YOpaHbI
B XBOCT U nepeBsi3anbl jieHToil. [loctoii... Kak oH oka3aics 3aeck! Benp 3akiuHanue. .. S npocka-
HHUPOBaJa ero SHEPruio M yBUIea HeOObIION HaAPhIB. 3apblyaB, 37I00HO MOKOCKIACh Ha Mara. Bor
yto oH TBopHT! EmE Benp He m3neunsics 1o koHra! Hy 4to 3a qypak, BooOIIe He yYUTCs Ha OITHOKaX.
Mar yopait pyky 1 o0epHyJCs Ha JOM. — bl n3-32a 3TOro 37uiIbes? [1yCTaKM.-OTMaxHYJICs TapeHb. —
MHe ObIIO CKYYHO CHJIETh B OMTHOUYECTBE B YEThIPEX CTeHaX.-(PbIPKHYB, 3aKaTUJIa I71a3a U CIIPHITHYB,
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TOILIa K I0oMy. — bl Ky/a?-3alpbirHyB Ha MOJOKOHHUK, cela U 00epHYyJIach Ha HEro, KUBHYB TOJIO-
BOU B CTOPOHY jioMa. A Hy mapi ooparHo! Cky4yHO emy BuauTe ! Mar yCMeXHYJICS ¥ BEpHYJICS
B oM. CIpbIrHyB Ha MOJ, NOAOLUIA K UMIIPOBU3MPOBAHHOMY THE3/Y, KOTOPOE COOPYIMII AJ1s1 MEHS
rapeHb U3 MOJIOTEHEI] U, MOTOITABIINCh, JIeTyIa, BHUMATEIbHO CJes 3a ero nepeapuxeHusMu. OH
MOZIOIIEN M TOCTaBWJI PSIIOM CO MHOM MHUCKY C MSICOM. —Tbl 32 3T AHU HUYETO HE €1a, MOEellb.-
(bBIPKHYB, OTBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY. Y MEHs HET OCTPOH MOTPEOHOCTH B €11€, 51 €M JIMIIIb J1JI51 yIOBOJIbCTBHUS.
Mar B310XHYJ U, IPUCJIOHUBILIUCH CIIMHOM K CTEHE, CeJl PSAAOM CO MHOW. —Tbl Belb OTJIMYAEIIbCs
OT JIPYTHX JAPAKOHOB.-s1 OpOocHia KOPOTKUI B3IJIS Ha Mara. —I'BoM 11a3a, oHu apyrue... Korga Tei
CMOTpHIIIb Ha MEHsI, MHE KaXXeTcsl, YTO Thl Bc€ moHmmaenb! [loyemy Thl cHOBa m30eraenib MeHst?
Bcé em¢ cunraelnb, 4TO 1 MOTy HaBpeauTh Tebe?-HeT... S Tak He cunTao. Thl TPOCTO IIYIIBIA Mar,
KOTOpBIN He Oepexer ceOs1 U He IIEHUT COOCTBEHHYIO JKU3Hb! —ITO Belb THl BEPHYJIA MEHS K KU3HH,
Kak Te0e y/Ianoch BOCCTAHOBUTH MOW Pe3epB, Bellb OH ke ObLI pa30pBaH B KJIOUbsI?-Mar OBEPHYJICS
KO MHE U 51 OTBeJIa B3IV, JIMIIb YAAPUB XBOCTOM O IOJ1. —3Halo, 4TO 310 Obu1a Thl. Hu Mi3mymni, HU
Jlorapn He criocoOHBI Ha Takoe. A em€ s YyBCTBOBAJ TBOM MPUKOCHOBEHMSI U Marvio BHyTPU MEHS.
ThI BOCTIOTb30BaJIACH CBSI3bIO HAIIIETO KOHTPAKTa ?-s1 KOPOTKO KKMBHYIA. —Criacn0o0 ! -yIIOHYJICS Mar 1
MIPUIBMHYJ KO MHE MHUCKY. —/ BCE ke moelib, MHaue ocadeelllb U CTaHellb eIl¢ MEHbIIIE.-sI TPOMKO
(bpIpKHY/a M 1EMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJIAch OT Hero. —He ayiics.-napeHsb 3amonyal, Aymas 0 4Y€M-
TO CBOEM, a 3areM 3akanuisics. OOepHyBIINCh, YOequIach, 4To OH B ropsiike. OH MOAHSIT PyKH U
cn1abo yabIOHYIICsA. —BC€ XOpOIII0. —1 KOTro OH MbiTaeTcss 00MaHyTh. PHIPKHYB, OTBepHYJIach. [TonHsB
XBOCT, ITOABMHYJIa MUCKY Y ITPOIJIOTHIIA HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB Msica. —Mosozel ! -paiocTHO 0TO3BaJICS
Mar ¥ NopHsuIcs ¢ moja. OCTaBUB TapesKy MyCTOi, 0ONMM3HYNach U MOBEpHY/Iach K HeMy. UYeMy oH
Tak panyercs... Kakoi ke oH Bcé-Taku cTpaHHblil. Ho B ero rmaszax 3axercs UCKpALIUIACS OrOHEK,
BIIEpBbIC 32 TO BpeMsi, KaK OH MPUIIET B ceOsl.

Pa3BepHyBIIMCh, Mar HampaBWICS B CBOI0 KOMHATy. OCTaBIIMCh B OJMHOYECTBE, MOJIOKHIIA
rOJIOBY Ha JIallbl, CMOTPsI HAa IPUKPBITYIO ABEPb. 3a OKHOM IJIe-TO psAAOM mporpemes rpoM. Baapor-
HYB, 0OOEpHYJIach Ha OKHO. fIpKasi BCIIBIIIIKA MOJIHUM OCBETHJIAa KOMHATY. [IBepb THXO CKPUIIHYJA, 1
s TIOJICKOYMJIa, TIOBEPHYBIIKCh Ha 3BYK. AJIBANC MaxHYJI MHE PyKOM, on3biBas k cede. bes koneba-
HUIA Opocriiack K HeMy, Ipsiyach B ero Horax. OH yCIOKauBaloIlle MPOBEN JIAJIOHBIO TI0 MOE CIUHE
Y TIPUKPBLT JABEPb.

—I'po3bl ucnyranacb?-s1 (PbIPKHYJIA, HO T'POMKHMI packaT I'poMa, 3aCTaBUJ B3APOTHYTb U
BXaThcs B 1oj1. —He Ootics, 31ech Tebe Huuero He yrpoxkaer. [Ipeiraii Ha KpoBaTh, BABOEM Oy/ieT He
TaK CTpaIlHo !— mog0exaB, 3alpbIrHyJIa Ha MOCTENb U, OTONTABIIKCH HA MSTKOM ofiesiyie, Jiera. —51
HE MPOTHB KOMITAHUH.-YCMEXHYJICS Mar U CTsHYJ pyOamky. S okunyna ero B3misiioM. Topc mapHs
ObLT MepeOMHTOBAH, HA TUIeYe BUIHEJNCS IIpaM OT CTpesibl. [IpurHyB rosioBy, BCTpETHIACh C HUM
B3IVISIIOM. —DTO epyH/Ia, He OECIOKOCs |-Mar Jier B TIoCTesb 1 TOTJIa i MEHsI TI0 TOJIOBe, a Cep/le
3alIeMUsIO B TPyau. —3Haelllb, KOIjia Thl Criacjia MeHsl, s MOMHI0 emié Koe-urto... C 1060 Oblia
AeBYIIKa?-TIONHSAB TONoBY, 0OepHynack Ha Hero. Heyxenn on nomuut! Jorapanca? —Y nHe€ Obun
JUTMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH U SIpKMe M3yMpyaHble r1a3a. [loMHIo, Kak oHa 00epHYJIach, U sl yTOHYI B
e€ B3nise. Kto oHa...-BbIIOXHYB, omnycTuia rojoBy. OH He noHs1. HaBepHoe, 310 U K JydiueMy. —
Bor Obl cHOBa yBUzIETD €€.-B3IOXHYJI MapeHsb. 51 THXO (PhIpKHYIA U CBEpPHYNACh KIyOouKoM. [Imyriblii
MaJIBUMIIKA, OH YyTh HE MOru0 B TOT JIeHb, €/1Ba BHUKHII, a BCE, YTO €ro celvac BOJTHYET, TaK 3TO
HE3HaKOMKa, O KOTOpOW OH HUYero He 3HaeT! Beé-taku /oau cTpaHHbIE CYIIECTBA. . .
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6 ri1aBa

V710BUB e[jBa pa3IMUMMBIA B TUIIMHE IIOPOX, OTKPbUIA IIa3a U MOJHSJA rojioBy. Mar crosi
CIIMHOM KO MHe, HaJieBasl YEPHYIO TYHUKY C 3aKaTaHHBIMU I10 JIOKOTb PyKaBaMH U 30JI0TOI BbILIMB-
koil. Emé naxe coHiie He MOAHSIIOCh, a OH Y:Ke BCTall... ClaJiko 3eBHYB, OTSAHYJIACh U, paCIPaBUB
KPbUIbsl, pa3Msiia MbIiibl. [lapeHs o0epHysics, ¥ Ha ero rydax rnosiBUIach yiblOKa.

—5 Te6s1 pa3Oyan, MPOCTH.

XoTb Mar ¥ ynbi0ajicst MHe, s1 9YyBCTBOBaJIa €ro BHYTPEHHee HallpsikeHrue M OECTIOKOMCTBO B
razax. YTo-1o ciayunsaock? MaxHyB PyKOi, OH BbILIET U3 KOMHATBI M Harpasuics K Asepu. U kyaa
ero OIATh HeJerkas MoHecs]a B TAKOW paHHMWH yac, 4To X €My Ha OJHOM MECTe-TO CIOKOMHO He
cuautcsi? COCKOYMB € KpOBaTH, 00OTHaJIa €10 U Mperpainiia A0pory y caMoy ABEpHU, TUXO 3apbluaB. —
MHe HyXHO BO JBOpeL.-s (PbBIPKHYJIA, HO C MecTa He CABMHY/Ack. EIIE oHa CThIYKA ¢ MaraMu WK
«IYCTOTOM» U Aaxe sl He cMory criact ero! Heyxkenu 3Tot riynen He noHnmaeT? BHAB MoeMy cTpo-
roMy B3IJISI/ly, TAPEHb OIYCTHIICS TIEPeio MHOH M TIOTSIHY.T PYKY K Moei roioBe. §1 kianHyna 3ydoamMu
¥ BbicTaBMIIa pora. CBOMMU JIacKaMu MeHsI He 33100pHib! —S1 DoKeH NOMTH, Y MeHsI eCTh 00s13aH-
HOCTH, KOTOpBIE 51 BBIHYXEH UCTIOHATh. He BonHytics, co MHO# OymyT Jlorapa n M3mMymnit.-s T pOMKO
(bBIpKHYIA, MOKHO MOXYMAaTh OHM Y€M-TO CMOTYT ITOMOYb. B mponuisiii pa3 4yTh camu He moruonwu,
a yX 3alUTUTh ero 1 nofgasHo. —[Ipomycty, Pes!-ycrpimas kKimuky, KOTOpyIo Jajl MHe Mar, Opocuiia
Ha HEro HEBHBIN B3IVISA/L U B3JIETEB, YJapHUjIa XBOCTOM M0 MaKyIlKe. —XO0pOILO-XOPOIIo, MOHsI. M4
TeOe He HPaBUTCS.-51 BHOBb OITYCTMJIACh Mepe]] ABEPhIO, HAaOMo1as 3a TeM, Kak Mar pacTupaeT ymmo-
nerHoe Mecto. Co3naB HeOobIIyIo cepy, OTTONKHYJA MapHs OT MOpora, NPUKOBajia K Kpeciy U
3a0JI0KMPOBaJIa €ro MOTOKM Marku, YTOOBI HE MbITaJICS N30aBUTHCS OT MOMX Yap. [1ycTs cuaut noma,
MHe MeHblIe 3200T OyeT! 3anphirHyB Ha PsIIOM CTOSIIIMI AMBaH, JIeryIa, OIyCTHB rojioBy. TuimHa n
MIOKOM, TPOCTO MpeKkpacHo! Mar HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT IOBO3WJICS B Kpeciie, a OTOM 3aTux. YyJHeHbKO,
MOXHO MPOAOJKUTh YTpeHHHUH coH . —[lociymaii, Thl HaBepHsIKa He 3Haellb, KaK 0OCTOST Jiea B
TacMMHCKOI UMIIEpUH, HO BCE OUeHb III0X0. «I1ycTOTh», KOTOpBIE ThI BU/IENA, IOSBUIIUCH JBALATH
JIET Ha3aJ U C TeX MOp, Halll MUP MOCTENEHHO, HO HEOTBPAaTUMO ymMHpaeT. Marus CTaHOBUTCS BCE
OoJ1ee HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMOH M IAJIEKO He KaKIIbIi YeJIOBEK MOKET MCIONIb30BaTh e€, He youBasi ceOsl.
Torga nmmeparop MpUHSUII pelieHre, o CO3/1aHni0 AKaJeMUH Marvu, rie JIofieid, CyMeBIIIX 00y3-
naTh B cebe Maruio, 00yJany KOHTPOJTIO HaJl SHEPrHel U 3aKPHITHIO IYCTOT.— s BHUMATEJIBHO CITyITaa
Mara, HO He InojaBasia Buaa. -MeHsl OTJaIM TyJa B JECATb JIET, KaK TOJbKO OTell OOHapYXUJI MOU
CIIOCOOHOCTH, a uepe3 JiBa rofa s y3HaJl, YTo OH IMOrud Ha 3aJaHHH, 3aKPbIBask OUEPEIHYIO IyCTOTY.—
TIO/IHSB TOJIOBY, MIOCMOTpEJIa B JIMLO MapHs, HO OH OTBEJ B3IV CMOTPA KyJa-TO B CTOpoHy. —Ilo
OKOHYAHHMIO BOCBMUJIETHETO 00y4YeHHsl, (POPMHUPYIOTCS OTPsIIbl U3 BHITYCKHUKOB U O0JIee CTapImX
MaroB. Sl monajna B KOMaH[y, Iie MO3HaKOMuUJIcs cHavyasia ¢ Mi3mynsom, a notom ¢ Jlorapaom. Hac
CTaJIU MOChUIATh HA 33/IaHUS: KaK TOJIBKO OTKPBIBANACh «ITyCTOTa» Mbl OTHPABIISIINCH B TO MECTO.
OTps/ibl COCTOSIN U3 JEBATH YEJIOBEK, HO COCTaB MOCTOSIHHO MEHSJICA, IOTOMY, KaK HU OJIHO 3a/1aHKe
He oOxomuiiock 6e3 kepTB. [lycToTa MO0 BHITATMBAIA BCIO Marvio U3 YesoBeKa, 3a0upast KM3HEeH-
HbIE CHJIBbL, TMOO COOCTBEHHAsI Marusi 4ejoBeKa CXOQuIa ¢ yMa M OyKBaJIBHO pa3phIBajia ero U3HyTpH.
Uepes /1Ba rofja MeHs c/iesialld KOMAaHIUPOM OTps/ia, a elE yepe3 rojl nepeBey B AUTHBIN OTpsj
umreparopa BmMecTe ¢ JIpy3bsMu. Ho Korza s okazaiics nprOIMKeH K KOPOHE, MOHsI, YTO UMIlepa-
TOp 3a00TUTCSI BOBCEe He O Onare Hapoya, a cBoéM codctBeHHOM. OH mockitan M3Myuna 100bBaTh
€My JIPaKOHOB, KOTOPbIE YMUPAJIU MOYTH KaX bl MECSLL. —s BCIIOMHMJIA IPSIXJIOrO CEJJOro CTApUKa ¢
MNOTYXIIUMHU OJIEAHO-KENTHIMU IIa3aMU ¥ KPUBOW yXMBUIKOM. OT HEro u BIpaB/y UCXOAWJIA TsKeas,
s OBl Jake CKasajia OoNbHAsi SHEprusi, HO TOra 51 He Mpuaaia 3ToMy 3HaueHue. —l ¢ Tex mop, Kak
s TIOTAJT B «3JIMTHBIA» OTPsJl, BCE HAIlM 33/1aHUS 110 3aKPHITHIO «ITCTOT» OTOLUIM Ha BTOPOM IUIaH.
MHorue roBopuid, 4TO UMIIEPATOp TPOHYJICS YMOM, M OH IpecyieloBal JULIb OJHY HaBSA3YHUBYIO
uneio! [TaBHOM Haiel 1esbio ObUIO OTBICKATh CEpIIIe IPaKoHa!-yCIbIIaB CI0Ba Mara MOACKOYMIIa C
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Mecta. Mar oOepHyJics, mopaxeHHbI Moel peakieil. KpoBb 3acTyvalia B BUCKaX, a CEp/lle CHJIH-
JIOCh TIPOJIOMUTH pedpa. OTKyaa Joasam u3BecTHo 00 3tom?! U 4to Xyxke BCero, OHU MBITAIOTCS €ro
OTBICKATh... MBICITH B TOJIOBE POWJIUCH U ITyTAUCh, 51 AEPHYJIA TOJIOBOU IMHITASCh YCTIOKOUTh MeJTb-
Kaloie B rojioBe goragky. Cama He 3aMeThsIa, Kak SHeprusl Hayajia CKaruliBaThCs BOKPYT MeHs,
OTYEro BO3/IyX 3aMCKPHIICS, TIePETIOTHEHHBIN Marvei. AJbINUC WIIET ITOT KaMeHb, a 51, KaK ero apa-
KOH JI0JDKHA Oy/Ty 3allIMIIaTh €ro OT BCEro, 4ToObl OH He Morud, oOpekast MeHs Ha CKUTaHus B Mupe
mozier. YTto ecny MHe MpUAETCsl CpakaThCsl MMPOTUB cBoer cembu. .. Her! VIm He gocTath ero, HUKO-
raa! TonbKO UCTUHHBIN JPAKOH MOKET BOCIIONIb30BAThCS KPUCTAIIIIOM, HO U 32 3TO MPUJIETCS IJIATUTh
Hemanyio 1ieHy! Hu onquH ApakoH M3 MX MHpa HE CMOXET YKa3aTh MyTh K CEPHIly, JIHIIb BBICIIAM
M3BECTHO ero MECTOHAXOX/ IeHHe. Ero cria CIIMIITKOM BeJTMKa, 1ake CTapeHIIHbI He UCTIONB3YIOT ero,
00SICh TIOCJIE/ICTBUI €10 Maruy. 3HAYUT, JIIOASAM €ro He JOCTaTh, M Mar He CMOXET. . .

—Turte, MabIIKa, YCIIOKOHCS !-yCIIBINIAB TOJIOC TApHS, TOMHSIA HAa HEro rja3a W cepiie
EKHYJIO B IrpyId. Mar BxaJicsl B CIIUHKY KpecJia, K KOTOPOMY sl €ro MPUKOBAJIA, MbITAsCh OTAATUTHCS
OT UCKPSILIIENCS U M3/1aBaBIIel TPecK romyooit cepsl. S motepsiina KOHTPOJIb HAJl SHEPTUei. .. MeT-
HYBIIIVChH BIIEPEN, OTTOJIKHY/IA €€ XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY. [IpOMYaBIINCh B HECKOJIBKHMX CAaHTUMETpax
OT JIWIIa Mara U pa3ouB OKHO, OHA BBUIETENIA BO JJBOP, BIIEUYATABIIUCH B CTBOJI OJJHOTO W3 JICPEBHEB.
[NMapeHp 0ONMErY€HHO BBHIOXHYI, 51 OTJIETeIa OT HEero U, paccesiB 00e3IBUKHUBAIONINE Yaphl, OMYCTH-
nach Ha quBaH. Ha mecre, riie g nexasia, Marus poXkriia TKaHb, OCTABUB TIOYEPHEBIITIHE OrpyOeBIIre
Kpast. DMOIMU B3sUTM BBEPX, U SHEPrHsl BBITUIECHYJIACh HAPYXKY, Kakou mo3op! Yemy MeHs yuumia
6a0ymka! Hukora He mojaBaThcsl 4yBCTBAM, OCTABJIATH pa3yM XOJIOMHBIM U pacueéTiuBbM. [Tocie
TOrO, KaK Tornajia Ha 3eMJII0, TOJIBKO TJIYTIOCTH COBEPINAI0 M HAPYIAal0 BEKOBbIE 3aKOHBI MPEKOB.
Xopola HACJAEIHULIA. . . AJIBIUC MEJIEHHO MOJOIIEN KO MHE Y OITYCTWJICS Ha KOJIEHU, TIBITASICh 3aIJIs-
HYTbh MHE B I71a3a. B3risaa mertasicst U3 CTOpPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CTpax CKOBaJI BCE Teslo. Y3Hail GalyIika
00 9TOM ¥ OHAa CAMOJIMYHO OTIPABUT MEHSI OOPAaTHO B MU JIIOJICH, He ITyCTHUB Ha MOPOT COOCTBEHHOTO
noma. M naxe ecnu st 130aBIIOCh OT KOHTPaKTa, 3T0 Oyner Oecronie3Ho. OHa He MmoxayieeT MeHs U,
YTOOBI COXPAHUTh CEKPETHI POJIa, MOKEPTBYeT BHYUKOH. JItoOo# Ha e€ MecTe MmocTynul Obl TaKKe, U
sl X TIOHUMAI0, HO 4TO ke OyaeT co MHo#! [IpIxaHne y9acTHIOCh, MHE HE XBAaTaJIO BO3/yXa, U 5 4yB-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK TTAHUKA HAKPHIBAET C TOJIOBOM. Beg 9T0 ommbka, oqHa 6osbinas ommoka! 1 He qomkHa
OblJIa OKa3aThbCsl B 3TOM MUpe, A... OUIyTHB TeIUIble PyKU, KOTOPbIe TIOMHSIN MEHS U MPHKAIU K
IIIMPOKOU TPYIH, B3APOTHYJIA ¥ TIOHsLIA TOJIOBY. Mar 6epeskHO OOH ST MeHs, CH/Isl Ha ITOJTy y IMBaHa.
OT HEOXUAAHHOCTHU I 3aCTHUIA, U BCE MBIC/IM MOKUHYJIU ToJIoBY. OH MOJTYaji, TPOCTO OOHUMAJT, He
rOBOPS HU cJIoBa. $1 criblinana OueHue ero cepiia, YyBCTBOBAJIa POBHOE JIbIXaHUE, M MHE BJIPYT CTAJIO
TaK CIIOKOWHO. Bce cTpaxu yieTyYriinch 1 HampspkeHue yiuio. S BEIIOXHYJIA U ITPUKAIAch K HEMY.

—To1 kak ? [Toneryano?-oH B3BOJTHOBAHHO MOCMOTpEJT HA MeHs1. §I TKHY/1a HOCOM €ro JIaJIoHb, U
OH pazkasl 00BATHS, OITYCTUB MeHS Ha TuBaH. OOepHYBIIKCH HA ITPOKKEHHOE MECTO, TOUYBCTBOBAJIA
CTBI] ¥ OITyCTUJIA TOJIOBY. -He mepexuBaii, 4To-HUOY/Ib MPHUIYyMalo, 9TO epyH/a!— OIyTHUB BCIUIECK
Maruu, IOBEPHYJIaCh HA UCTOYHHK PSJIOM C IBEPhI0. AJIBIUC 0OEPHYIICS, POCIIEANB 32 MOUM B3IJIs-
noM. Bosayx 3arckpuiics M Havas crymarbesi. Yepes HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI 00pa30Bajiach BOPOHKA,
13 Kotopoii Beimen Jlorapa. OH OKMHYI B3MJISIIOM KOMHATY M 33JepKaJicsl Ha HaC.

—Anbauc, kakoro... [Touemy Thl 10 cux mop 3aech! f MOUTH AeCATh MUHYT JIepXkKasl opTas
13 TBOETO JBOPA, a KOTrJa Thl TaK U HE MOSIBUJICS, TIOMBITAJICS OTKPHITH IPYrou, U3 TBoero jaoma. Ho
MHE He yIaBaJoCh MPOOUTHCS, OYATO YTO-TO OJOKMPOBATIO M HE MPOMYCKAJIO MEHS.-MOSI SHEePrusl
TIOJIaBJIsLJIa €r0 MArkio ¥ o3TOMY OH He CMOT IIepeHeCTHCh ciofia. ToIbKO Kor/a 51 HOTHOCTBIO BEpHYJIa
ce0e KOHTPOJIb, EMY YIAJIOCh BHICTPOUTD NOpTai. lymaio, AJbauc Toxke Aoragalicsi, HO MpoMOoJTJal,
TMO/THSIBINIMCH HA HOTU. -VIIEM, UMIIepaTop TeprieHHeM He OTIIMYAeTCs, ThI e 3HaeIllb | -apeHb KUBHYII
u nofomen K Jlorapny.

—Ckopo BepHyCb, He CKy4Yail!-OMOHOWH (DBIPKHYIT M Pa3BEPHYBIIMCH, BOMIET B TeJENOPT.
Ocratbes foma? A eci 3TO XoJsuee HeJJopa3yMeHHEe BHOBb HATKHETCS HA MaroB WiM "mycToty'?
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Jla 1 JoMa cuzIeTh OTHOM COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh, TIO3TOMY CIIPHITHYB C JUBaHA, OI0exkana K BOPOHKE
Y IIPBITHYJIA CJIEIOM 32 AJIBAUCOM.

Beiiiig U3 BOpOHKH, TpsAXHYJIa rojoBoil. DHeprus Jlorapaa MHE He HpPaBUJIACh, U YEpe3 €ro
BOPOHKH TPOXOAUTH ObUIO KpaiHe HEMpHATHO. YJIOBUB UYKOM 3arax W pelYaHUe, OTKpbLIA IJ1asa,
YBUJIEB Tiepes] COOO KOpUYHEBbIE HAUMIIIEHHBIE CAIlOTH, SIBHO HE MpUHAIeKalme AIbaucy. YBep-
HYBILIKMCH OT LIIMIACTOrO XBOCTA, MOJHSJIA OJIOBY M BCTPETUIIA YCMEXAIOLIMICS B3MJIsA] UIMIIEPATOpa.
OH npuCTaNbHO, C HE3/I0POBBIM UHTEPECOM JIOCKOHAJIBHO paccMaTpuBa MeHs. [loexuBiuce, otcty-
IWJIa, CIIBIIIA €311 rosioc Mara. M3-3a TpoHa cTapyka MeUIEHHO BbILIES SIHTAPHBIN JPAKOH C MOoa-
JILIMM [ISITHAMU. YTpO2Kalollle pa3MaxuBasi XBOCTOM, €r0 SIPOCTHBIE I71a3a MPOKUranyd MeHs. Boicra-
BUB CMHUI Pa3IBOCHHBIN sI3bIK M3 MACTH, OOHIOXAJI MEHsI, MPUHUMAs 3a YyXaka U yrposy. pakoH
MpUXKKUMal MEHS K CTeHe, OTAaJIsAs OT AJbauca, 5 ke MOKOpHO nsAtmiachk. Hanany Ha ummneparop-
CKOTI'O IpaKOHa, 1 MOMNAJET He TOJIBKO MHE, HO U MApHIO.

—Barnie npeBocxomuTenbCTBO, 0T30BUTE qpakoHa. OHa He yrpo3a! He myraiite e€ emg Oonbiiie. -
s1 MBICJIEHHO (PBIPKHYJIQ, KaK e JI0IU IpecMbIKaloTcs repe] cBouM ummneparopoM. Ho B romoce
AJbuca CKBO3MIIA TPEBOT'a, HEYKEJIM OH HACTOJILKO Oe3yMeH, YTO MOXKET IMOKAJIEUUTh JPaKOHA MO/-
ynHEHHOTO? ECM 1pakoH HanaaeT, s Oy/y 3allMINaThCs, He XBaTaslo, YTOObI Hepa3yMHast PeNTUINS
3amyruBajia UICTUHHOTO JpakoHa. ITycTh oH 1 GoJbllle MeHs MOYTH B TPU pa3a, HO MOsI SHEPrus C
JIETKOCTBIO TIOJJABUT €r0 Maruio, €cyim s 3Toro 3axouy. Ho 310 ToibKO B KpaiiHeM ciiyvae, 4ToObl He
packpbiTh ceds1! Ecu nMriepatop 3HaeT o cepiie IpakoHa, HaBEpHsIKA 3HAET U 00 UCTUHHBIX IPAKO-
Hax. fl mepeBesia B3IVISi[ HA Mara, OH METHYJICSI B MOIO CTOPOHY. JIBO€ CTPasKHUKOB, 0 3TOrO HETo-
JBUKHO CTOSIBILIMX Y CTEHBI M HAIIOMMHAIOIIMX CTaTy!, B OJHO MTHOBEHBE OKA3aJIMCh PSJIOM C [TApPHEM
Y CXBaTWJIM €T0 3a PyKH, YAepkuBas Ha Mecte. Vimmepartopa siBHO 1o3a0aBuiia peakiysi Mara, v OH C
YXMBUIKOM HaOmoaas 3a Hamu. JIpy3bsi Mara npuOIM3MWIMCh K HEMY U 32 HUIMHU MTOKOPHO TOCTIEA0BAIIH
UX JIpakoHbL. VIMriepatop MoaHsIT pyKy, U Maru 3aMepiiu, JIMIIb Opocasi Ha AJIbauca B3IJISIIBL.

—He Gecniokoticsi, s1 X014y BCEro JIMIIb y3HATh, HA YTO CIIOCOOEH TBOM APAKOH.-TIPOTSHYJI CTAPUK
Y MaxHyJ1 pyKou. 51 BBITHYJIa CIIMHY U, paCKpbIB KPbLIbsl, YTpoXKalolie 3apbluana. 5 gymana, 4ro apa-
KOH ceiyac Hamnafi€eT, HO OH OTCTYIIWI U, Pa3BEPHYBILINCH, METHYJICS B CTOPOHY Aubauca. Takoro s He
oXMjJaia, ¥ IpUILUIOCh pearupoBarh MOYTH MIHOBEHHO. BajereB, mpockouniia Mex/ly MaroM u Jpa-
KOHOM, OTTOJIKHYB BTOpOroO. J{pakoH NEpHYI roJ0BOM U MOIHSUT HA MEHS sIPOCTHBIN B3I, S ory-
CTWJIaCh Ha TOJ U BBIIILIA BIIEPEN, OCTAaBUB MapHs 3a CIUHOI. [lymaer, 51 mo3Bosmo TpoHyTh ero? [Ipa-
KOH MEJJIHHO CTaJl OOXOAUTh HAC, a s1 HEOTPHIBHO HAaO/I0aIa 32 HUM U UMIiepatropoM. MHTepecHo,
KAaK YeJIOBEK OT/AET NpUKas3bl ApakoHy? EcTb 1M y HUX MEHTaJIbHas CBS3b, C IOMOILBI0 KOTOPOI OHU
obmaorcsi? X0Ts He AyMalo, YTO APaKOHbI CIOCOOHH Ha 3T0. Ho Kak JpakoH MOHMMAET MPUKa3bl
UMIIepaTopa, X0oTsl TOT He ToBopwl HU cioBa? [Toka st 00yMbIBaJIa 9Ty MBICITb, APAKOH YIOBUJI MOIO
3aJepPKKY Y MPHITHYI BIIEpEN. DTO ObUIO CIMIIKOM OXHMIAEMO, sl YKJIOHWIACH OT KOTTHUCTBIX JIAll 1
HaJleTesla Ha €ro Yellyilyarylo CliiHy. BOH3UB B HEro KOI'TH, YKycuia 3a 3arpuBOK. J{pakoH B3BbLI
U ynaj Ha CIIMHY, IPUXKHUMasi MEHs K NoJy. YIapuB 3a/JIHUMU JlallaMU B KUBOT, CIIMXHYJIA MAaXUHY
c ce0s 1 nmepekarmiack. He mpocTo cpaxaTbcsi ¢ MPOTUBHUKOM, IMPEBOCXOIAIIMM TeOsI TIO CUJIE U
pasmepamu. Moruia Obl s1 IPUHATH HOPMAJIBHBIA pa3Mep, U UCXOJl ITOM JIpaku ObLT Obl perieH MrHO-
BeHHO. Cocpennorouscs, Tamd! Tl Beib yMHeEe U J1I0BU€€, BOCTIONb3YICS TUM. JIpakoH MPUOTKpPbLI
1acTh, U3 KOTOPO MOKa3ajaoch miaMs. Tskesno Aplilia ¥ BBITYCKas ap U3 HO3JpEN, OH, IOBEPHYB-
IIUCh K AJIBANCY, BBITYCTUB CTOMO Mi1aMeHu. Sl 6pocuiack Hanepepes, Janbl CKOJIb3UIH TI0 TIOY, s
BUJIeNa, KAK OTHEHHbIE CIIOJIOXH OTPaXkaloTcs B cepo-TomyObIx mia3ax mara. He ycnesarw...! Cobpas
BOKpYT ce0sl JOCTATOYHO SHEPIUH, OTKPbUIA MOPTAT U MPHITHYJa B HETO, NMePeMECTUBIIUCH Tepes
napHeM. 3aBUCHYB B BO3JlyXe, pacKpblia KpbUlbs U 3apblyaiia. [1nams Bpe3asioch B BHICTaBJIEHHBIN
MHOI0 Oapbep. OH MOKphIJICs ToMy00i psiObio, HO YCTOSLT MO, HATUCKOM CTHXHU. [IpOHUKHYB B 9HEp-
TUI0 IpaKOHa, pa3opBajla ero HUTH, paccesiB Marvio. OH 3aMep Ha MecTe, CMOTpPsI MHE B I71a3a U JIUIIIb
Ha JIOJI0 CEKYH/IbI, 1 3aMeTUJIa MPOMEJIbKHYBIINI B HUX cTpax. Kaxercs, oH elmE He MoHsI, IPOTUB
koro nouien! CloXuB KpbUlbs, TSKEIBIM MPbIKKOM OIYCTUJIACH HA TI0J1 M BCKUHYJIA OJIOBY, CMOTPS
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Ha SIHTapHYI0 KpblUiaTylo siepuny. Teneps moi uepen! Ilepen riiazamu mpoMenbKHYIIM €71€ 3aMETHbIE
MOJTYNPO3payHble HUTH, COeJUHSAIONIME umieparopa ¢ apakoHoM. OmiyHo! Tenepp npunuia most
ouepenb 3a0aBnAThcs! OKpYKUB ceOsl SHEpruel, rmepeHecia CUIy B XBOCT U C pa3Maxy ylapuiia uM
0 KaMeHHBIH 1oj1. OT MOIIHOTO TOMYKA OT MEHSI B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI MOOEkKaIu TpemuHbl. OCKOIKA
KaMHEe! MOoAJIeTeNIM B BO3YX, 110]] JaBJICHUEM SHEPruu. 3apblyaB, MOJHSIA TOJIOBY U MPUOTKPbLIA
nacTb. VICKpbI YMCTOM NMPUPOIHON SHEPrUM, MOJAOOHO TUIAMEHHU JIPAKOHA HAKATUTUBAJIMCH B IPYIH,
oXMjas BHIIJIECKa Hapyxky. Bo3ayx crycruscs, crtaB TSDKEIBIM M AaBALMM. [IpakoH, IOYYBCTBOBaB
CUJIY, CKaJics M MEJIJIEHHO OTCTyNMII Hazaz. Kakercs, Ternepp 1O HEro AOILIO0, KTO OXOTHUK, a KTO
noGbrva! f marnysa Brepén U 1Mo Jaro, mojl ¢ TPOXOTOM TPECHYI. XJIOMHYB KPbLIbsIMHU, BMUT OKa-
3aJ1ach PSIOM C APAKOHOM M BHITycTHIA cTONO Maruv. C TPOMKHUM IIYMOM, TOXOKMM Ha IneOeT
MUJUTMOHA MITULL, OH YCTPEMUJICS Ha TPOTUBHYKA U BBICTABJICHHBIN UM IIIUT, HE BblAepxkal. [IpakoHa
OTKMHYJIO Ha HECKOJIbKO METPOB, ITPAKTUYECKU MapaIn30BaB. SIpKasi BCIIBIIIKA 3aJI1JIa CBETOM 3aJl.
PaccesB sHepruio, nogHs/1a ToJI0BY U C BBI30BOM IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha UMIIEpaTopa. 3a CIMHOM MOCTIbIIIA-
JIUCh MOPaKEHHBIE B3/I0XU, PUHAJIEKABIINE CTPAXe U IPY3bsIM AJIbAKCA, CaM K€ OH HEOTPHIBHO
CMOTpeJ Ha MeHsl. YOeqUBIIKCh, YTO Mar B TIOJIHOM IOPSI/IKE, OIYCTHJIA TOJIOBY, TIOCMOTPEB Ha JIpa-
KOHa, MMPUKAaToro MHOM K nony. MiMnepatop nogHsuics ¢ TpoHa. BelmycTuB KOITH, OCTaBUIIA JIaIly
Ha €ro MOpAYy Y HAKJIOHWJIACh K MacTu sepuiibl. Y 31o Bel Ha3biBaeTe gpakoHoM? Kakoii mosop!
Cocpe0TOYMBIINCh, OTHICKAIa HY)KHYIO HUTb U NEperviesa uX, YCUINUB CBSI3b MEXAY JPAaKOHOM U
yesloBeKOM. MeJIeHHO, ITpoBesia KOI'TeM 0 sIHTapHOM yelllye JpakoHa. CTapuk 3alunmel, U s nepe-
Besia B3rIsi. OH MOAHST MOPIIMHKCTYIO PYKY U IOTHEC K IIeKe, TJIe ceiiuac KpOBOTOUMIIA HEOObIIIasT
poBHas napanuHa. [lomyunsocs... MnepaTop cMaxHy1 KpOBb U yAMBJIEHHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha PyKY,
3amMeTuB ajbiii cies. [TouyBCTBOBAB, Kak CTpax KOJIbHYI B cepiiie, 0OepHysiach Ha Mara. Yero oH Tak
ucnyraics? Bens umrnepatop cam BbicTaBU ycioBue. CIIPHIrHYB C JpaKkOHA, IOBEPHYIACh K CTPaX-
HUKaM. OTIycTHB AJbauca, OHU MOAOEKaslv, BBICTABUB Breped Meud. W XOTs X pyKd IpoKaiiu,
a mia3a OnecTeny OT cTpaxa, OHU He JIBUTAIUCH C MecTa. S (DbIpKHYIa U HEPBHO yIapuiia XBOCTOM.
Mauto? I'lo 3amy pazfajics ciaBlIe€HHbII CMeX, 32 KOTOPbIM I10CJIEJOBATIA HECKOJIBKO I'YJIKHX XJIOIKOB.
O0epHYBIIMCH, TOCMOTpeia Ha umneparopa. M BrpaBy, cymaciie/animii!

—BpaBo! V TeOs1 nelicTBUTEILHO HEOOBIUHBINM M O4eHb YMHBIH IPAKOH, AJIBIHC!-Mar cepkaHHO
KHBHYJI. -YOepuTe OpyXue. —CKOMaH/I0BaJI CTAPUK M CTPAKHUKHU NOTYUHIIIUCH. S IOOIILIa K TApHIO
Y BCTaJIa 3a €ro CIVHY, BHIIJIAIbIBASA U3-32 HOT. —51 X0uy caenath Tede npeioxkenue, Anpauc! Yto
TBI XOUEIllb B3aMEH 3TOro JipakoHa?

—IIpocrute. .. ?-BblAABUI TAPEHD, A 51 HANPAIACh. YTO 33 yMall 3TOT MEP3KUI CTapUKallKa?

—TBoii 1pakoH HEBEPOSTEH U 51 XOUY, YTOObI OHa cTana Moei! UTo Thl mocuuTaen» paBHOICH-
HbIM 0OMeHoM? [Ipocu, uTo 3axouenb. —s MOAHsIA [71a3a Ha Mara. BCcTpeTHBIINCH ¢ HUM B3IJISAOM,
TOMBITAJIACH TIOHATDb, O YEM OH JyMaeT. YTo, €Ciiv y HEero ecTh 3aBETHOE KeJIaHUEe, KOTOPOE OH XOYeT
UCTIONHUTD. Besib 51 17151 HEro HUKTO M HE [yMalo, YTO OH BBIOEPET MEHbIIIee U3 30J1.

—IIpocrtuTe, Bailie MPeBOCXOAUTENLCTBO, 3TO IIPUKa3?

—Her, Bcero nuiib BexkJIMBast MPOChOa.-yIBIOHYJICS UIMITEPATOP PUTBOPHBIM FOJIOCOM. AJIBINC
3aBEJI PYKH 32 CIIMHY M CKaJl UX B KYJIAKH.

—B Takom cityuae, npory NpuHATh MO BEXKJIMBBIN OTKa3. Sl He MOry OT/1aTh BaM €€ 1 He Xouy !-
XMBIKHYB, CTApUK OIYCTHJICS Ha TPOH U MOA03BAJ K ce0e CBOEro ApaKkoHa.

—OuyeHp KaJlb, YTO Tl HE BOCIIOJIb30BAJICSI MOUM ILEPbIM IpeasiokeHreM. B Takom ciyuae,
yxoaute. Bce pacriopsikeHus s yxe nepeaai Mzmyniy. —Abanuc HOKOPHO MOKJIOHWIICS U pa3BEPHYB-
IIMCh, MEJIbKOM NOCMOTpeJT Ha MeHs. OH U npaBay oTkazajcs? KuBHyB B CTOPOHY BbIXO/1a, ITAPEHD
HAITPaBUIICS K TEJIENOPTY, KOTOPBI OTKPbUT 3Mymil. ¥V camoii BOPOHKH, s1 OOEpHYJIacCh M MIOCMOT-
peJia Ha uMIiepaTopa. BHyTpeHHMIA rooc noAckasbiBall, YTO OH TaK IPOCTO HE CACTCH, s TaK U He
CMOIJIa MIOHATh, YETO OH XOTeJ, HO AyMalo, HaM elI€ NpuiaeTcs nepeceuscs. Vimneparop Belaep:kai
MOW MCTIBITYIOIIMI B3MJIsI U IEPHYJT YTOJIKOM TyO B KpUBOM yXMbUIKe. PBIPKHYB, OTBEpPHYJIACh U,
pacrnpaBuB KPbUIbs, IIPHITHYJIA B BOPOHKY.
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7 ri1aBa

B BopoHKe £ o111y THIIa 4yKYyI0 Maruio, epecTanBalollyo nopraji. Kto-to Xxouer u3MeHUTs Tpa-
extopuio? Heysxenu. .. S noneitanack BMeIaThesl, HO Tak Kak 3To Obula Marus He Anbauca, a 3my-
Wjia, HUYero He cMora caenatb. Ecam oHa npuBelET Hac B JIOBYILKY, sl MOTY He ycneTb... [IpuHsB
HOPMAJIbHBIN OOJIMK JIPaKOHA, MOIIHBIM IIOTOKOM HEPI'UH pa30pBajia HUTU BOPOHKH, U OHA BBITOJIK-
HyJla MEHsI Ha KakOM-TO IycThipe. Kak TOJIBKO B3I yIaja Ha MaroB, sipOCTh MOJIBIXHY/IA C HOBOM
cutoil. Yobio! JlecATok MaroB OKpy:KUIM AJIbauca U ero Ipys3eil, B3sB B TeCHOe KobLo. CHOBa TEM-
Hble! Ha MO€ nosiBjieHre JIIOM OTpearupoBaiv CTPAXxoOM, HO s MIOUYBCTBOBaJIa KaKyl0-TO CTPAaHHYIO
sHepruio. Bpemenn pazouparbcsi He ObLIO M, BHITYCTHB CTOJIO Marvy U3 TIacTH, pa3Ouia 3aMKHYTHIA
kpyr. "[lnamu" pa3dexannch Mo MyCTHIPIO, HE OTXOAS JAJNEKO OT MaroB. $1 MemieHHO mojonuia K
Aupaucy, yIOCTOBEpHBIIIMCH, UTO OH B mopsike. Kaxercs, ycnena. .. O6neryéHHO BBIIOXHYB, BCTpe-
THJIA €r0 M3yMJIEHHBIH B3IVIAJ, BHUMATEJbHO paccMarpuBaiolvii meHs. Hamen Bpems! ®bpkHyB
eMy B JIMLIO CTpyHKaMu napa, oOepHyJiach Ha BparoB, 3aKpbiBasg MaroB codou. Jlorapn u Mzmyuin
yXKe CpakaJIMCh ¢ TEMHBIMM, 3allMIIas Moo criuHy. Ha Hac oHM Hanmajgath He OTBAKUBAJIKCH, JIMIIb
MEeJJIEHHO OCTOPOKHO TOAOUPAIUCH BCE Orke. B3rmsamoM nomneitanack HAWTA MCTOUHMK JIABSIIIEN
HEMOHATHOU CUJIbl. OHa COBEPILIEHHO OTIINYAJIACh OT YEIOBEUECKOM, HO IOraJKa, KOTopas NpuIllia B
TOJIOBY, JI0 ApOXH Hamyrana. OTKyga 31ech B3ATbCSI ICTUHHOMY ApakoHy! Jla 1 SHEpruio CBOMX poa-
HBIX 51 IPEKPACHO 3HAI0, ¥ OHU CUJIBHO OTJIMYAIOTCS OT 3TOi. Pa3orHas chopmupoBaBIytocst Kyuky
"miameit” enié oHMM MMOTOKOM Maruu, MOYyBCTBOBAIA yAap U oOepHysack. Kakoi-To oTyasHHbIN
YeJIoBeK 3aMaxHYJICSl HA MEHS1 MeUOM, yAapuB 10 Kpalo Kpbuia. Ha ero yxac e3Bue pasierenoch Ha
OCKOJIKM, MOs1 Yelllys ITpoyHee ux Metayia. [IoqHAaB XBOCT, OTKMHYJIA YeJIOBEKA Ha HECKOJIbKO MeT-
poB. He mernaiicst mog Horamu. AJibUC aTakoBaJl HECKOJIBKMX MaroB M OpOCUIICS BIEPEN.

—¥YBenu ero orcioaa!-kpuknyin Jlorapn, o6epHyBLIMCh HA MeHs. S1 (bBIPKHYJIA 1 3aKaTUJIA I71a3a.
be3 TBoMx nosckaszok pazoepycs! [loBepHyBILIMCH, TOAATACh BIEPEN U yXBaTHIIa PBYLIErocs B OO
Mara 3a BOpOT, IIOJIHSIB HaJ| 3eMJIeH.

—YTO THI...-Mar JEPHYJICA, HO MO MOU I'PO3HBII PHIK YCIOKOWICS. S B3MaxHy/a KpbLIbIMU
Y, OTTOJIKHYBILNCH Jlanamu, B3jerena. Co3naB BOPOHKY B BO3[yXe, yCTPEMUWJIACH BHYTpPb, HO BIPYT
TUIAaHTCKAsl CETh HAKpbUIa TEJIO. DJIEKTPUUECKUI pa3psAl TPOH3WII U CKOBaJ Tello. 1 BelTycTria Ajib-
AMca U3 MaCTH, ¥ OH yIaJ Ha TpaBy. MeHs jke ceTb IIPUKOBaJa K 3eMJIE B HECKOJIBKUX METpax OT HEro.
[Tapens nopHsICA U 00EpHYJICS B MOIO CTOpPOoHY. K HeMy HaBcTpedy BbILLIEeS Mar B TEMHOM IUIAlle.
OH cwIbHO XpoMaJl Ha MpaBylo HOTY, a €ro IJIall CKpbIBaJ rop0 Ha crivHe. VIMeHHO oT 3Toro yesno-
BEeKa MCXOIWJIa Tsokénasi cuibHast sHeprus. beru, nypak! Te6e ¢ Hum He cripaButcs! Ho, Anbauc u
C MecTa He caBUHYJICS. TEMHBIN TOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, CIPSATAHHYIO B IITyOOKOM KaIIoOIIIOHE, TOCMOTPEB
B MOIO CTOPOHY.

28



JI. C. KoxanoBa. «Cepnue 1pakoHa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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