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AHHOTaAIMUSA
ITo Bone Cliydad, g OKa3ajlaCb B MHUPE J'IIO,I[CfI U TOo4YTHU Cpasy
yrogwia B pyKH MaroB, KOTOpHIE: CYHYJM MEHSI B TeCHYIO KJIETKY,
Harpagujin CTPpAaHHbBIM MMEHEM, 3dCTABWUJIA BBIIIUTb TI'OPBKYIO KHXKY,
e]llé U TIpUBA3AJIM KPOBHBIM KOHTPAKTOM K OOHOMY W3 HHUX. J4|
Ka3aJIOCh 6LI, ropa NpocCcTuThCd € JOMOM, POOHBIMHU U CMHPHUTHCA
C Y4acCTblO ,Z[OMaH.[HefI 3BEPYLIKHU, HO 3TO HE B MOUX IIpaBUJIAX. bl
BBIITYTAlOCh U3 BCEX HerHHTHOCTCfI, Haﬁ,[[y BBIXOA U HE OTCTYIUIIO,

Be/Ib 51 — UCTUHHBIN JIPAKOH U 51 He cramcs!
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Cepane apakoHa
1 rnaBa

XJI0MaHbe KPBUIbEB PA3AAIOCH HAJ TOJIOBOM, W MOTOKH TEI-
Joro Bo3ayxa oogamu yentyo. ClienomM mocieoBai TOMYOK, U
3emJi cofporuyiack. Crapasich MOTHOCTbIO UTHOPUPOBATh CO-
NIeHKe HaJl yXOM, IpuTBopuIiIack cisuie. [loronrasmmcs psagom
CO MHOW Mapy MUHYT Y U3/1aB YTPOOHOE pPhIYaHUE, KOTTUCTAs JIa-
Ta Ipomuiack mo 60Ky. f yaapuiaa XBOCTOM O 3eMJTIO U YCIIbIIIA-
JIa, KaK HaJloeda OTCKOYMIA B CTOPOHY. OOeryéHHO BBIIOXHYB,
noyoOHee pacnolokuiIach Ha rossiHe. Msrkasi Tpapa IieKkoTaia
JKUBOT, & YTPEHHUE MIEPBBIE COJTHEYHBIE JIyYH ITPUSATHO COIPEBA-
. [IIopox 3a CrIMHOW 3aCTaBWIT TIPUCITYIIIAThCS, TIPOTOHSIS Oe3-
MSATEKHOCTb.

—Tamu-u-u-ud! — pazgancs Haa yxoM KaJaoOHbINA TTUCK. — Th
B€Jlb HE CIUIIb!-5 (DBIPKHYJIA, OTBEPHYB I'OJIOBY B JIPYTYIO CTO-
pony. —Tanu-u-u-ud! — HeCHOCHAs JIEBYOHKA MOJKPAIach U
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa HA CBOEM XBOCTE €€ Jianbl. [IEpHYB UM B CTOPO-
HY, MOJHSJIA €ro HaJ TOJIOBOM MOAPYTH U OIYCTUJIA C TPOTUBO-
MOJIOKHOW CTOpOHBI. OHa 3apbluaiia, THIETHO MbITAsICh U3JIOBUTh
MOM XBOCT. BHOBb pazfajicsi OpoX, U MOCIBIIIAINACH TSKETbIE
niaru. Koro eme Henérkas npunecna? [louyBcTBoBaB 3amnax eig
OIHOM TIPOOJIEMBI, MBICJICHHO 3aphiyasia. M mouemy Obl UM He
OCTaBUTh MeH# B nokoe? Heyxenu s MHOroro npoity. . .



—Mcapwu, octaBb xBocT Tanud B mokoe!-pa3gancsi BHICOKO-
MepHbIi Oac. [TokyIenrst Ha MOM XBOCT IIPEKPATHITHCh.

—Kxen! Ona He obOparaer Ha MeHs1 HUKakoro BHUMaHus1! 1
xouy nosetars! M3-3a 3Toro riynoro 3anpera Tenepb MHe pa3pe-
MIAIOT JIETaTh TOJIBKO C COMPOBOK/IEHUEM. ..-OHA OOMKEHHO 3a-
comena, a Kxes nmpbIcHyI co cMmexy.

—Ilocne TBOMX-TO MOABUIOB, 51 BOOOIE YAMBJIEH, 4TO Tebe
MOXHO MOKU/IATh IOM!-51 OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a, OPOCKB B €r0 CTOPOHY
HEIOBOJIbHBIN B3I, OH MOAOMIEN U YAETCS PSJIOM CO MHOU. —
Kaxercs, KTo-TO ceronHs He B ayxe. bwuia Tsokénas Houka? —
1 3apbluajia U pacKpbula KpbUibsd. Hareny npuiiocs yBopaun-
BaThCsl, U OH OTCTYIWJI Hazaj. loBOJIbHAS YXMBLIKA MCUE3Na C
€ro JIM1Ia MOJ1 MOUM B3IJILI0OM. S MOJHSIACKH C TPABbI U CIIOKUIIA
KPbLIbsI.

Hous u BripaBy Obuta mpocto yxacHou! Yepes 3 Henem Moé
COBepIIeHHOIeTHe U s Oyly MpeacTaBlieHa MpeaKam, KOTOpbie
HapeKyT MeHs BTOpbIM UMeHeM. [1oMuMo 3Toro 51 10/1KHA pej-
CTaTh CO CBOMM M30PaHHUKOM, KOTOPBIM Pa3eiUT MOIO CHITY, U
MBI TIOJTyYUM OJ1arocioBeHHe MPeaKoB, KOTOPOE COSANHUT HAIIH
cynpObl. Ho aToT BBIOOD /enalo He s, a Marxana — Most 6abyInka,
Hapeuy€HHas Mmyapou. 1 e€ Beidop ocranoBmiicsa Ha Kxene. Ml
JPYXUJIH B IETCTBE, HO sl HE XO4Y, YTOOBI MOIO XW3Hb PaCIlJIaHU-
poBanu 3a MeHs! [loaTomy, Korga s BOCOpOTMBHWIIACH BOJIE PO-
JUTENEn, 10 CAMOT0 pacCBETa Mbl PYTajiCh U 3TO, KAKETCs, CIIbl-
maau Bee. baOyiika Oblla B IpOCTH, HO s HE XOTeJla OTCTYIaTh
M CKazaja To, Yero Hesb3s OblIo roBopuTh. CII0Ba BHOBb 3a3BY-



Jyanu B namsAT. S né€pHyna ronoBod u odepHynach Ha Mcapu.
OHna nojickouMsIa Ha MECTe, U B [J1a3aX BCIBIXHYJ SIPKUI OTOHEK.
[MonGexaB K Kpaw CKaJbl M MPHITHYB, OHA B3jeTena B HeOo. 5
OCTaHOBUJIACh Y OOpbIBA U MOCMOTpEJSIa Ha YUCTOE roydoe HeOo.
ConHile Me/IJIEeHHO MOIHUMAJIOCh, 3aJIMBasi CBETOM U TEIJIOM BCE
MPOCTPAHCTBO. BHU3Y OeCKOHEUHBIM OEJIbIM TIOKPHIBAIOM MeJI-
JICHHO TUTBLTH 00/1aka. Mcapy KyBBIPKHYJIaCh B BO3/IyXe, U €€ Ue-
HIysl 3aMCKPUJIACh MEPIaMyTpOBbIM OneckoM. §1 ciokuia Kpbl-
Jibsl, IIATHYJIA BIIEPE] M HaYasla MMKUPOBaTh. Bo3iyx 3acBucren
B yIlIax, 5 IPUKpPbUIA [J1a3a, OIIyIas Ha Yelllye ero notoku. Koc-
HYBIIIMCh TIEPETHUMH JIallaMy 00JIaKOB, PacKpblia KpbLibsl. Bo3-
JyIIHBIE MACChl YCTPEMUIIUCH B KPbUTbs, MOATAIKUBAS MEHs 00-
parHO. OHU BO3HECIM MEHS HaJl TOPO, U s1 MEIJIEHHO Mapuiia
B HeOe. Mcapu mposieTesa 1ojio MHOY M IopaBHsIAch. Eit ObLTO
HEMpOCTO JIETETh HA TAKOW BBICOTE, U Mbl HEMHOTO CHU3WJIHCH.
OnHa NoaHAIach HAJI MOEU TOJIOBOMA.

—Tamud, a ThI OBLIA TIO TY CTOPOHY OT 0OJIAKOB?

—Her.

—Heyxenu Tebe He MHTEPECHO, YTO TaM, BHU3Y?!

—Tam mup mozeit, B KOTOPbIM HaM 3alpelieHo CITyCKaThCsl.
Tak 4TO OCTaBb CBOUM HECOBITOUHBIE MEUTHI, MHAYE TEOSI IECTBY-
TEJIbHO 3anpyT Joma.-Mcapu niputuxiia u 3acornena. OHa He Jio-
OuUT, KOT/1a sl pa3roBapyBalo C HeW B CTPOrOM XOJIOJHOM TOHE, HO
OHa JIOJKHA TOHSATh, YTO Takoe 3ampeT. Tem Oosee e€ xenaHue
YBUJIETD JIIO/IEN OTACHO ISl KU3HMU.

—Tbl Belb OJHA U3 CWJIBHEUIIHX! -51 MOCMOTpENA Ha TMOJSHY



u yoeaunack, 4to oHa mycra. Bumumo, Kxen ymén, Hy... Tem
ayudre! -5 mymasna, XoTst ObI THI MEHS TTOIAEPKUIIID | -UHTOHAIIN
B €€ ToJI0Ce SIBHO JIaBaJIH MOHSTh, OHA OOMIEIIacCh.

—Mcapu, s He...-s oOepHyJachk. [{pakoHMXa CIOXKWIA KPbl-
JIbsl ¥l HAUaJ1a MuKupoBaTh. OHa coOpaack nposeretsh 6apbep? S
CMOTpeJIa B HAZIEXKE, UYTO CENYac OHA PaCKPOET KPbUIbA U IOJIe-
TUT B CTOPOHY IOpPbI, HO 3TOr0 He npou3ouuio. OHa Mpoaoka-
J1a HabUpaTh CKOPOCTb, CTPEMUTENILHO PUOIMKASICh K OOJIaKaM.
Her, rnynas! $1 pa3BepHysace v nosnerena 3a Heil. BoITSHYBIIMCH
BCEM TeJIOM, CTapajach Kak MOXHO OBICTpee IOTHATh YIPAMYIO
JPaKOHMXY. BbICTaBUB Jiarbl, MOMbITAIACh CXBATUTh €€, HO OHA
YBEPHYJIach U CKpbLUIACh B 001akax. MHe HUYero He OCTaBaJloCh,
KaK moclieioBarb 3a Heil. Eciii oHa okaxercst Ha 3emMJie, TO MOjI-
Bepruer cedst ormacHocTu. babyIka u ocTajgbHbIe HE TOJBKO €€
3aIpyT, HO U MHE MaJIO He MOKaxeTcs!

[ToToKM Maru4yeckoi Hepruu, CKphIThie 32 0O0JaKaMH MPOH-
3uM Teno. $1 3apelvana, 9yBCTBys, Kak HemeeT Teso. OOnmaka
paccessnch, U A yBUAea, Kak Mcapy nmajaer CliMHOU K 3eMIIE.
Kaxercs, oHa notepsijia co3HaHue, mpoxops yepes Oaprep. Ona
BCEro Ha TPU rojia MJIaJiiie MeHsl, HO JI0 CHX TOp II0X0 oOpara-
€TCsl C Mar4eCKUMHU NOTOKaMU. BepHYB KOHTPOJIb Ha/1 MBIIIILIA-
MU, [IEPEBEPHYJIACh B BO3/IYXE M, PACIIPABUB KPbUIbs, MOIJIETE-
Jla K nofpyre, ooxBatuB e€ yanamu. [oToku maruu He ciyia-
JIUCh, S TIBITANIaCh HAOpaTh BBICOTY, KaX[blil HOBBI B3MaX BbI-
3bIBaJ1 0OJb B MBIIIIAX 10 Cyaopor. Mbl Havaiu majaarh, HO Yy
CcaMOM 3€MJIA MHE YZIaJIOCh CMATYUTH €r0, IPUTOPMO3UB, U MBI



pyxHy/nu Ha TpaBy. OCHOBHOW yaap NpUIIECS HA MEHs, 5 3a-
Kpbuta Mcapy cOOCTBEHHBIMU KPbUTbIMH. Marust 3eMJIv 1aBuia
Y CKOBBIBaJIa, OHA OTJIMYAJIACh OT TOM YUCTOU SHEPTUU, KOTOPAs
OKpy’KaJjia M 3aliuiiana Hac Ha rope. Mcapu BbIOpajiach U3 MOUX
Jlan U MPUHSJIACh PacCMaTpyBaTh OKpYXKawllyo Hac ¢uopy. A
MO/THSJIACh HA W MEJUIEHHO CJIOKWIIA KPbUIbsl, YYBCTBYSI OOJb B
iede. Hanerock, cMory nepeHectn Mcapu uepe3 Oapbep 1 OHO
He npoBeleT MeHd. [loka s ocMmarpuBaiach, Uilla MOAXOASIIEE
MECTO 7151 B3JIETa, 3Ta Mep3aBKa Kyaa-To Jenatb. B gercree s
4acTo MepednsIa PoauTesIsAM, HO HUKOTAA He HapylIajla 3aKOHBI
JpEeBHUX. 3apbluaB, yaapuiia XBOCTOM 3€MJIIO U, IPUHIOXABIIUCh,
nouwuia no e€ cieay. Pa3nBuHyB poramu BETBU JIepeBa, YCIIbIIIa-
JIa XKaJloOHOe phlYaHKe M Opocuiiach Briepén. Bribexas Ha 1mojis-
HY, yBUIena, 4to Mcapu 6apaxTaercsi Ha TpaBe, Jiexka Ha CIIMHE,
3aImyTaBIIKUCh B ceTU. Ha HEel CKJIOHUTUCh HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK,
JIMKYSl OT pajlocTu. SI TPOMKO 3apbluajia M BbIIIUIA BIEPEN, Oro-
JIsisl JUIMHHbBIE KJIBIKA W TIPUIIOAHSAB Kpbutbsl. Jliogu Opocuimch
B PACCHINHYI0, CTaB MEJIEHHO OKpyXkatb. [[puxonunock BepreTh
TOJIOBOW U PE3KO TIOBOPAUMBATHCS, YTOOBI YCIICTUTD 32 UX JBH-
keHusiMu. OMH U3 HUX, TPOMKO 3akpuyail. S obepHyIach Ha
HEro, BTOPOW KMHYJ Ha MEHsl yAaBKY, TPETUI MIPUTOTOBUJ Py-
KbE C JPOTUKAMU. S 3apbIyalia, ¥ roJ0C¢ 9XOM IIPOHECCH 10 JIECY.
VYBepHYBIIUCH OT y/IaBKH, XBOCTOM Y/Iapuila YeJIoBeKa C IpOTU-
KaMu. YesioBeK HAIIPOTUB MEHS, 3aKpbiBalolvid Mcapu 3amel-
KaJIcs, U 51 MIEJIKHYJIa MACThIO psiioM ¢ HUM. OH OTCKOYMJI U, CO-
pBaB 3y0aMu ceTh, OTKHMHYJIA €€ B CTOPOHY, OCBOOOXIast Mca-



pu. CxBaTuB €€ JaramMu, OTTOJIKHYJIACh OT 3€MJIM M B3JIETENA,
OKYTBIBasi MEJIKYIO SHEepruei, 4roObl Mpoxofs uepe3 6apbep, OH
BHOBb He TMOIJIOTHI €€ critbl. KonoBath sHepruen Jmoen ObuUio
TPYZIHO, U 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MOH pe3epB ObICTPO OMYCTOIIAET-
cd. OTTOJKHYBIIUCH OT 3€MJIY, IIPBITHYJA, PACKPBIB KPbUIbsl, HO
IUIEYO ITpeaTeIbCKM 3aHbLIO, A HA JIale 3aTAHYJICS CUJIOK.

—Jlomoii!-pbikHyna s1 1 Mcapu B3jieTena, UCIyTaHHO OOEPHYB-
IIMCh Ha MeHs1. Marnueckas BepeBKa J10 KOHIA OIyCTOIINJIa MO!
pe3epB, U s BHOBb pyXHYJa Ha 3eMitio 6e3 cuit. OT Maruveckoun
HEXBATKH, TEJI0 HAYAJI0 YMEHBIIIAThCSl M BCKOPE S CTasia He 00Jb-
11e KOUKU. JIoony NogHsAIM CeTh C 3eMJIM U HAITPaBUJIMCh KO MHE.
B ronose g nuckasia 1myTH BeIXOZA: BEPEBKY pa3opBaTh -CUJI HE
xBaTuT. [Iparbca? C MOMMM-TO HBIHEIIIHUMH Pa3MepamMu YEThIpe
YesioBeKa OBICTPO OfONEI0T MeHs. BoT e Biurmia. . .

Co CTOpOHBI pa3IaaucCh LIary U Ha MOJISIHY BBILLIM €I1E TPOoe
MYX4YMH B JJMHHBIX OexeBblx Tuiamax. Hy, uymecHo! Mox-
HO TIOyMaTh, MHE 3TUX MaJio Ob10. Jlionu B Iamax cuenanm
HECKOJIBKO IACCOB PYKaMH, BO3AyX BOKPYI 3aUMCKPUJICS U OHU
3amepiu. VIX Tena OokyTanM eBa 3aMETHbIE MarMyecKue HWUTH,
KOTOpbIe 00€3/IBUKIIIN JIIofiel psiioM co MHOM. Jlionu B ruiaimax,
onu mMaru? [Toka 1BOE M3 HUX Pa3OMpPaCh C 3aMEPIIIUMU UCTY-
KaHaM¥, TPETUI TOMEN B MOIO CTOPOHY. $1 momsiTuiach, OOBHB
Jlarbl XBOCTOM U OTOJIMB KJIBIKUA. XOTS1, BPsi/l T MOW HbIHEIIIHUIA
BU/JI CTIOCOOEH KOro-HUOYIb HAIyraTh. .. Mar onmycTuicsi Ha Kop-
TOYKM B HECKOJIBKHMX IlIarax OT MEHS U MPOTAHYJN PYKY. S 3apbl-
Jajia v MENKHya 3y0aMu B CAHTUMETPE OT ero nasibiieB. Bepes-



Ka He MO3BOJIUJIA MPUOIM3UTHCS K YeTOBEeKY OJIKe, U 51 yKyChIIa
JIMIIb BO3YX. 3aTO YeJIOBeK OTCTYIHJI Ha3a, MOI03BaB K cede
BTOPOTO. §I mepeBena yrpoxkaroluil B3MJIs/1 ¢ OAHOTO Ha BTOPOTO.
Heckonbko MUHYT OHM MPUCTAJIbHO PACCMaTpUBAJIN MEHs, a s
Jlake He MOIJIa HUYero ciaenarh. [lsansarcs, cIoBHO yBUIEIU AU-
KOBHMHHYIO UI'PYIIKY Ha BBICTaBKE.

—MareHpKasi OHa Kakasi-TO.-IPOTSHYJ BTOPOU.

—MoxeT emni€ AeTeHbII COBCEM 7-M0Kal IJIe4yaMH MEPBbIi. -
Beipacret!-BTOpOIi KMBHYJI M OHU C/IEIAJIM HECKOJIBKO MaccoB. S
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MEHA OIUIETAET Marndeckas 1ierhb. HIenk-
HyB 3y0amu, pa3opBajia HUTh M TPHUIOAHsUIA rpedeHb. -OHa
cMoria 000pBaTh TBOID MAaruio?-BTOPOW CKUHYJ KAMIOIIOH U 51
yBUJIENA €ro JIULO. BIOHIUH ¢ CMHUMU I/1a3aMH ellié pa3 BHU-
MartesIbHO ocMoTpent MeHsA. OH cienaj HECKOJIBKO M1acCoB, MOCIIEe
KOTOpBIX 51 OblIa HE B CHJIAaX TOIIEBETUTHCS. B Bo3ayxe nosiBu-
nack kJerka. OHa omycTHiiach psAAOM CO MHOM, U OJIOHJVH TO-
caaui MeHsl BHYTpb. Kak ceituac MHe XO4ueTcst OTTANaTh eMy py-
Ky! Kak Tosbko 51 0Okazanach BHyTpH, OlleNIeHeHne mpouuio. Pes-
KO 0OEpHYBIINCh, pBaHYJIa BIEPEI, HO JBEpIIa 3aXJIOMHY/IACh U
51 Bpe3aJiach B IIPYThsl. Maru NoAHAIN KJIETKY, U OIIOpa UCYe3a.
$I nokauHynach, MHITasICh YCTOATH Ha Janax. Cepaiie B rpyau Oe-
IIEHO CTy4aJio, MHE BIEpBbie ObLIO Tak cTpariHo! [loOpanack m
Mcapu 10 10Ma, cMOIJIa JI1 OHA MPEeoaoeTh Oapbep, a IJIaBHOE,
4TO Ternephb OyAeT CO MHOM. . .



2 rjiaBa

Kak Obl 51 HU TIbITasIaCh pa3OUTh, PA3rPHI3Th WM XOTs Obl HO-
Hapanarb MpyThsl KJIETKH, Bc€ ObuTo Oecrosne3no. OHa He mpo-
MyCKajia MarmdecKre MOTOKH, ¥ BOCCTAHOBUTH COOCTBEHHYIO Ma-
ruio 51 ObUIa He B clJIaX. A Kak Obl XOTEJIOCh IPUHSTH POAHOE 00-
JIMYME U, PACKMJAB 3TUX JIIOJEW, BEpHYThCA goMoi. [locne cor-
HM KQJIKMX TOTBITOK BHIOpAThCs, Jieria, 3a0uBIIMCh B yron. Ha-
Jetock, XoTs1 Obl y Mcapu Bc€ xoporo. OHa BeJjb Tak Tieperyra-
J1ach, HO MOXET, 9TO MOCITYKUT €l YPOKOM, IpaB/ia BECbMa Cypo-
BbIM. U yBU/IEB MIOfIEM OTHAK IbI, OHA [IEPECTAHET MEUYTATh BHOBb
CITyCTUTBCS Ha 3eMJTI0. TOJIBKO, UTO JIIOM CAEIAI0T CO MHOM, 1715
MEHsI OCTaBaJIOCh TaiiHOM. YObioT? Torma cienanu Ol 9TO Ha Me-
cTe, 3a4eM 3aNMuXHyIM B KJ1eTKy. [Tonbitatorcst npupyuntsb? Ku-
BOW 51 UM TOYHO He Jamcsl. [ ie 9T0 CibIXaHo, YTOObl MCTUHHBIN
JPaKOH, MOPOKIEHUE BCEJIEHCKON Maruu MpyUCIyKUBajl JIoAsIm!
[MpomamyT KoHTpadaumoi? 1 4to moTom. ..

Krerka pe3ko HakpeHWIach, BbIAEPruBasi MEHsI U3 pa3Mbllll-
JIEHUH, U {1 TIpUIaja K IPOTUBONOIOKHOMY yriy. [TonHsas rono-
BY, 3apblyaJjia, ouaparnas poramu rnorosok. Kierka samepia. Mol
OCTaHOBWJINCH? CBETJIOBOJIOCHIM Mar 3arjIsiHy/1 CKBO3b IIPYThS U
yro-TO npomentai. CioB s He pa3o0paja, HO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK TeJIO TSKEJIEET U CKOBBIBAET, HE JlaBas noueseauTscs. He
B COCTOSIHUM HUYETO ClieJiaTh, s JUIIb IpoMyYe 3apbluaiia u oec-
CWJIBHO yTaja Ha JHO. Mar OTKpbUI KJIETKY U HMPOTSHYJ PyKY,



UTHOPUPYSI MOU YIpo3bl. BUaumo, B ciiie CBOMX 3aKJIMHAHUN OH
ObLT yBepeH. B3sB 3a 3arpMBOK, OH BBITAIMII MEHSI Ha KaMeH-
HbI anTapb. S1 Gpocriia Ha HEro 3I00HBIN B3IV U TOBEPHYJIACH
Bnepén. Ilepeno mMHo# crosim emE JBoe BbICOKMX MaroB. Of-
HOTO $1 yXe BCTpeyasia B JIECy, a BOT BTOPOIrO BHJIEJa BIIEPBBIE.
OxkazaBIIMCh BAAIM OT KJIETKH, 51 IOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KAK Maruye-
CKH€ MOTOKY MPONUTHIBAIOT BO3/LyX HACKBO3b U OKPY:KaIOT MEHSI.
OcTaBUB MOMNBITKM YKYCUTh MaroB, COCPEAOTOUMIIACh HA HEp-
T'MH BOKPYT ¥ pacKpbuia pe3epB. XOTb 3eMHAsl Marusi OTIM4yaiach
OT TOM, K KOTOPOH 5 MPUBBIKJIA, ITO OBLIO JIyUIlle, YeM HAYETO.
Uyskas marvsi npensiTcTBoBajia MOMIONIEHUI0, HO MHE yAaJioch
npoOUTh B Hel Opelllb U yepe3 He€ BIUTHIBATH SHEPIUIO MTPUPO-
apl. Ho Henb3st ObUTo 3a0bIBaTh O JIOISX, CTOSIBIIMX COBCEM psi-
aoMm. f Tak TimaTenpbHO rmpogupaa OJ0K Mara, 4To yIycTHIIa To,
YeM OHM 3aHUMAaJIUCh. 3a TO BpeMs, Ha ajirape MOsIBUICS KUH-
’KaJl, IBE€ MUCKH C BOJOI, OT KOTOPbIX MaxJIO TPaBsIHBIM HACTPO-
€M, TOHKUI YEPHBINA Tpudesb U CBUTOK. BTOpoi mar, KOTophIi
TOXe OBUI B JIECY, B3$UI €70 M HA4aJl BOAUTS T10 AJITapIo, BEIPUCO-
BbIBasi CUMBOJIbI BHYTPU Kpyra. BIIOHAWH OTCTYIUII K TpeTbeMy
Mary, ¥ Bech CBOM CJIyX 51 00paTujia Ha HUX pa3roBop.
—Hukoraa He BUaes mogoOHOM OKPAcKy, 1a U pa3Mep MaJleHb-
KM COBCEM. YBEPEH, UTO OH CTOAUTCA ?-H IJIs YEro Ke 5 TOJKHA
CTOIUTCS, XOTEJIOCh 3aKprUYaTh MHE, HO BbIJaBaTh ceOs1 He cTasa,
Ja ¥ He JlyMalo, YTO OHM OLEHAT MOH MOpbIB 3HATh MX IJIaHbI
Ha TaKyl0 MaJIeHbKYIO MEHs1. BJIOHAMH 3aKOHYMII pUCOBaTh TMEH-
TarpamMmy U MepeBUHYJI MeHs B €€ LIEHTp. 51 yrpoxkarolie 3apbl-



yaJia ¥ ero pyka Bc€ ke JporHysna. OH OTOIIEN K OCTaJIbHBIM.

—Hy u xapakrep. ..-6pocun 6moHauH. I rpoMKO (DBIpKHYIA U
OH 00epHyJIcs Ha MeHsl. -KakeTcs1, caMOuKa.-4To 3HAUUT KaxkeT-
ca! Cnernoii 4ToO JU. ..

—Buaumo, Thl €il He MOHPABUJICS.-YCMEXHYJICSI BTOPOH, KOTO-
pBIii OBLI B JIECy.

—MHe BCE paBHO, OHA HE MHE IIpeAHa3Havasach. Y MeHs yKe
ecTb yemyivatbii. Ha He€ s He mpereHnylo. [maBHoe, 4yTOOBI
Anbauc ObUT B 0€30MACHOCTH.-OH TIOBEPHYJICS K TPEThEMY Mary,
CTOSIBILIEMY MEX1y HUMHU, /10 CHX ITOP HE CHSBILIEMY KAIIOIIOH.
-YBepeH, 4to e€?

—¥Y Hac HeT Jpyroro BbIXOZA, OH YK€ 3aKpbUl C AECATOK IIy-
CTOT 0€3 Maruv JPaKkOHOB W TOCJIEJAHUIN pa3 3TO ero 4yTb He
yOusI0!-BCIIIECHYT pyKaMH Mar 3 Jieca ¥ MIOBEPHYJICS K He3Ha-
KoMI1y. - Thl KOHEYHO, CHJTbHBIN Mar, HUKTO HE OTPULIAET, HO I10-
MolIb TeOe HykHa. Jlekapu cIMBaay TBOW pe3epB MO KyCOuKaM
HECKOJIbKO YacoB Toclie B3pbiBa. M TeGe KpyImHO MOBE3Jo, uTo
ThI YK€ MOXeIllb IBUraTbCs U KOJIIOBATh.-s1 MOCMOTpEJIa Ha 11a-
TEeHa C KOPOTKOW CTPMKKOH U NiepeBeJia B3IV Ha TpeThero. Bot
MOYEMY OT HEro UCXOAUT Takask HepoBHas sHeprusl. Pe3eps eme
HE BOCCTAHOBUJICSI M OT STOT'O €ro Maruueckuit (poH HEPOBHBIN U
JOBOJIBHO CJ1a0bIiA. Mar KUBHYJ ¥ IPHOIU3IICS K anTapio. 51 Tu-
X0 3apblyaiia, OJI0K OJOHIMHA Hayal cnabeTh U MOl pe3epB BCE
OoJIbllIe 3aMONHsIA SHEPrUsl. YesloBeK OCTAHOBUIICS U BBITSIHYI
BIIEpEA pyKy. OT Hero NpUsATHO MaxJjo, OH B3sJ1 OAHY U3 MUCOK
¥ TIPUIBHUHYM KO MHe. §1 (pbIpKHYNIa, OpOCHB HA HErO CKeNTHYe-



ckuit B3, OH, mpaBja, QymMaet, 4yTo s Oyay 1o nuth? Mar
CKMHYJT KaMIOIIIOH U €r0 CePO-TOTyOble I71a3a YCTAaBIIINCh Ha Me-
He. JlMHHBIE, IOUTH Oelble BOJIOCH 3aTSIHYTH B XBOCT, a TOJ
MaHTHUEN CKPBIT CHHUI KOCTIOM. OH B351J1 BTOPYIO MUCKY U OTITAJI
TPaBsIHOM HAcTOW. BJIOHIMH MOAOIIEN KO MHE U, B3SIB Yallly, Ce-
JIaJI KOPOTKHUU ITac pyKor. Marndeckas sHeprus ycrpeMuIach KO
MHe, HO 51 0TOMIIa e€ cOOCTBEHHOM. Mar yIuBJI€HHO OCMOTpE
Ha MEHs Y MpoJieJiajl MaHeBp €1lE pa3, HO 51 He TIO3BOJIMIIA HETIO-
HATHOU CyOCTaHIIMU MPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb.

—[Tpo6aembI ?-MOIOIMIEN [TaTeH, MOKOCHBIIKMCh Ha TIOJTHYIO
MHUCKY.

—Hwuuero He noHnmaro! Mou 3akJIMHAaHUS HE TPOXOAAT ?-111a-
TEH MPbICHYJ CO CMEXY U MOXJIONAJ ero Mo IUieyy.

—Jlorapn, naxe y Tedst ObIBAIOT OCEUKH. ~-OJIOHIUH HEJIOBOJIEHO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha MEHS.

—3HauuT, IpUAETCA BIMBATh MO CTAPUHKE! -OH B3$1J1 MOIO IO-
JIOBY M pa3[BUHYJ 4emoCTU. S (pbIpKHY/IA U 3apblyaia, HO Mar
JIMIITb CUJIbHEE CTUCHYJT MEHSI CBOMMU OOJIBIIMU OT PyOEBIIIIMU
pyKamu.

—I[lonerye...-BCTpsiyI IaTeH U 51 OpocuIIa Ha JIIOfIe sIPOCTHBIIA
B3MJISAL.

—Jlyume Obl TOMOT!-TIPOIIKIIENT Mar W B3sIB MUCKY, BBUIHJI
COZIEP’)KMMOE MHE B MacTh. JKMka OKa3ajlaCb OTBPAaTUTEIbHOW:
rOPHKOBATO-TEPIIKUN BKYC OOXEr MacTh M OCTaBWII enieé Oosee
Mep3Koe TIOC/IeBKycHe. BIIoHIMH pa3kall pyKu U, yOpaB MHECKY,
orctynui. {1 3adpipkana, mpITasch N30aBUTHCS OT JIIOACKOM Ta-



JOCTU BO PTY, MPU ITOM UYBCTBYsl, KAK OHa CTEKAET IO CTEH-
KaM ropJia, BbI3bIBasl MOKAJIbIBAHUE W HETIPUSATHBIE PeIeKCHI.
[TouyBCcTBOBAB Ha TOJIOBE PYKY, MOAHSIA YTPOKAIOIIMN B3IJISI,
BCTPETUBIINCH C CEPO-TONYObIMU I71a3aMu. B HUX He ObUIO HU
TEHU CTpaxa WM COMHEHUsI, €r0 Marusi OKyTajla MeHsl U HeIllpU-
SITHOTO JKKeHUe OTCTYIUIO. JINIo Mara ObUTO HEITPOHUIIAEMbIM,
HO s TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO TOT BBIIUIECK YHEPTUU MPHUHEC eMy
6osb. Ero marnueckuil (poH MomaTHyJICS U OIHO M3 CIIMTHIX
MEeCT BHOBb HAJIOPBAJIOCh. §l MpeKpaTuiia peyath, OyKBAIBLHO 3a-
TUITHOTU3UPOBaHHAs ero B3misiioM. Crierka HakJIOHHUB TOJIOBY,
KOCHYJIACh €r0 JIAJIOHU SI3BIKOM, HO TYT ke OflepHy.1a ceOsi. 3Ha-
YUT, B €r0 poay ObLTM 000pOTHHU. JI1011, KOTOpPBIE MOTJIM MIPUHU-
MaTh OOMYMe 3BEpsi, B €f0 Maruu 3TO SIBHO OTpakeHo. Takum
Maram JIeTKO TIOTYMHUTH JII000E )KUBOE CYITIECTBO C HEBBICOKUM
UHTEJJIEKTOM. [1py OOJIBIIION crjie MOXKHO Jaske TOTIMHSITD JII0-
Jieid, HO Mar Ha 3To elng He criocodeH. f ke pasymHa u Mosi SHep-
r'si MOJABJISIET €r0 Marvio, IOTOMY, TaKUe IITYYKU HA MHE He
npoiayt! S meénkHyna 3ydamu, U OH OEPHYIT PYKY.

—Cmotpu, Kycadast MeJioub!-(hbeIpKHYJ Os1oHaMH. Mar-o6opo-
TEeHb B3sU1 KUHXKAJI, U 51 Hanpsiranach. OlieneHeHye XoTh U 0cnad-
JI0, HO TIOJTHOCTBIO HE UCUE3TI0, a ITO 3HAYMT, YTO OBICTPO YKJIO-
HUTBCS OT yaapa sl He cmory! Mar nogHéc KJIMHOK K pyKe U To-
JIOCHYJ1 JIE3BUEM 10 Najbly. Asast KpoBb oKponuia meta. [la-
TEeH Pa3BEepHYJI CBUTOK, M Mar IMpuka najer| K Oymare, OCTaBUB
KPOBaBbI OTIEYATOK. BIIOHJH NOBEPHYJICSI KO MHE CO 3JI01 yX-
MBUIKOH.



—Tenepb TBOsI ouepenb!-s1 3apblyaia, MEAJICHHO MATSACh Ha-
3a1. Mar notsaHysica KO MHE, HO BAPYT BO3[yX pa3pe3as Only-
HIAIOIINN PBIK.

—Kxen!...-q BckunHyna ronoBy k HeOy. Ha ¢one TéMHO-CH-
HUX OOJIAKOB SIPKO CUsUT COJTHEUHBIN cBeT. OH mpopBa Oapsep
pbikOM? OTHEHHBIM APAKOH HAa4yaJl IAPUTh HaJl JIECOM, KyJa Mbl
ynami. OH ObUT TOBOJIBHO JaJIeKO M IaXe €CJM S 3apbluy, yCH-
JIMB TOJIOC Marue, Bpsiji JId OH YCJbIIUT MeHs. JIonu OTBIIeK-
JIMCh, OOEPHYBIINCH HA 3BYK. DTO MOl m1aHc. .. CoOpaB Bclo Ha-
KOMNMBIIYIOCS SHEPTUIO BBIIUIECHYJIA €€ OJHUM MOIIHBIM IIOTO-
KOM Y TIOKPOB Maruu OJIOHIMHA, CKOBBIBAIOIII MOU JIBUKEHUS
paccesiicsi. OHaKO Ha 3TO YILEN BECh MOW pe3epB U Maruu Io-
YTHU HE OCTAJIOCh! B3MaxHyB KpbUIbsIMH, B3JIETEJIA HAJL AJITAPEM.
Bprimie! UtoOb1 Maru He CMOTJIH IOCTaTh MEHsI, a TIOTOM ObIcTpee
k Kxeny. On nomoskeT! 3a CIMHOM MOCBIIIAICS TOJIOC OJIOHAU-
Ha, IJIEY0 NpeaTebCKU 3aI0MUIIO, U 5 NOIIATHYJ1aCh B BO3/LY-
xe. Marudeckas 1j1eth 00BsI3aJia 3a/IHUE JIalbl M Havasa TSHYTb
K 3emJie. PazopBarh moToK Mara 0110 He YeM, BCe CHUTBI YIILUTM Ha
paspyieHue Gapbepa, CaMOHAJIESTHHO | TJTYTIO HafIo CKasarth. .. 51
00epHYyJIach, MEHTarpamMmMa sipKko BCIIBIXHYJIA M HECKOJIbKO HEOHO-
BO-CHHUX LIeTIel YCTPEMUIUCh KO MHE, CKOBbIBasi Kpblibs. [1o-
TEpsSIB PAaBHOBECHE, PyXHYJIa HA XOJIOIHbIM KaMeHb. BckounB Ha
Jiansl, 3apblyaiia Ha npuommkaoimuxcs moaei. [Tpous! f nepe-
BeJa B30I Ha HeOo, Kxen seten B Haity ctopoHy. Heyxenu, on
yenbiian! 1 B3mMaxHyna KppUlbsIMU U OTTOJIKHYJIACh OT KaMHS,
HO Kak TOJIbKO MOM JIallbl OTOPBAJIMCh OT KaMH$, YEJIOBEUECKUE



PYKH CXBaTHJIN KPbUIbsI U OOJIBHOE TUIEYO XPYCTHYJIO. S IpOCTHO
oOepHysIach Ha OJIOH/IMHA, OH TIPUKAT MOM KPBUThS K TEITy.

—Pexb OblcTpee, Moka OHa BHOBb HE TIOMBITANach coe-
katb!-nipouenun Mar. S 3agepranach, IBITasCh BbIPBATHCS.
MBICITb O TOM, UTO 51 €€ MOT'Y BEpPHYThCS JOMOU MTpUIaBajia CUl,
¥ s OTKa3bIBaJIaCh C1aBaThCsA. B KOHILIE KOHIIOB, JTy4llle YMEpPeTb,
YeM MOJAYMHUTBCS U TIPUCITYKHUBATh YeJIOBEeKY !

—Ei1 ynanoce pa3pyluuTh TBOE OLIETIEHEHNE 7-yCMEXHYJICS 111a-
TeH. —Kaxercs, OoHa He Tak mpocTa! -He 3Hal, KAKUMHU JIPAKO-
HaM¥ 003aBeJINCh 3TU IBOE, HO Y ICTUHHBIX IPAKOHOB €CTh TOp-
JOCTh ¥ MBI HE CKJIOHUM TOJIOBY Tepel] caObiM aTdHbIM Yelio-
BEKOM.

—TOT ruraHTCKuil ApPakoH JIETUT K Ham!-MPOTSHYN IIATEH,
BIJISAIBIBAsACh B cutyaT Kxena.

—BrpicTaBu mUT ¥ pUHKUMAiics yxe 3a aeno! Anpauc, 6epu
KMHXkaJ!-Mar-o60poTeHb B35JT KJIMHOK U TPUOIM3UICS KO MHE.
Ecny Most KpoBb MOMNAAET HA MEPraMeHT, S yKe HE CMOT'Y Bep-
HYTbCS AoMoM! BOKpyr anraps NosABUJICS MPO3pavHbI Marnye-
CKHUI KymnoJi, OJIOKUPYIOIIMI BClO BHYTpeHHIoI0 Maruio. [lareH,
BCKMHYB PYKH BBEpX, CTOSJI PSJIOM, U3 €ro JIAJOHEW B3MbIBAJIU
BBEpX TOHKME HUTU SHEPIUH, CIUIETaloIuMecs B muT. Kxen mpo-
JIeTes1 HaJl HAMH, HO KaXKeTcsl, OH HUYero He o4yBCTBOBAJI. BhITh
He moxerT... Cepaue pyxHyno Buu3! Her, He crany! { He cra-
HY UM MOAYUHATHCA. .. He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHUs Ha MyIbCUPYIO-
11y O60Jb B IJIeUe, pacKpblia KPbUIbsl, OTTAJIKUBAsI PYKH OJIOH-
JMHA ¥ BCKUHYB TOJIOBY, M03Basa JpakoHa. OH JIOJKEH YCIIbl-



mate! Kxen! S 3nece!

Ho oH He ycnbimman. Mol KpUK, CMEIIABIIMKUCA C PblYaHU-
€M, paccesiCs MoJ, BEPIIMHON KYIOJIa U PACTBOPUIICS B BO3[LY-
xe. BiionauH cxkan Mou KpbUbs U B3MaxHyJ1 pykor. OHa u3 Le-
neii 0OBMJIaCh BOKPYT MOP/Ibl, CTUCHYB UeJIoCTH. § ynana Ha aj-
Tapb, OKA3aBIINCh IUIOTHO Npukaras K Hemy. M BCE, 4to g cen-
yac MOIJIa, 3TO CMOTPeTh Kak Kxen pa3BepHyBIIUCH, TPOJIETAET
MHUMO, HaOupas BblcoTy. OH He NOYyBCTBOBAJI, HE 3aMETHII, UTO
s1 ObLTa TaK OJIM3KO. A Be/lb CBS3b MEK/IY ApO TPAKOHOB CHITb-
Hee YeJI0BeYeCKOr Marnu 1 6apbep Obl He cMoT ... S1 mporioTiia
00pa30BaBILMUICS KOM B TOpJIE ¥ CMOPIrHYJIa MOJACTYUBILIUE CJIE-
3bl. JIpakoH mojierest K pasjioMy Oapbepa U CHIIbHBIM PbIBKOM
Brietes1 B Hero. O0naka COMKHY/IUCh M TEIUIBIN CBET, UCXOIUB-
mmii ¢ Heba, rorac. Mcues, BMecTe ¢ Moeii HafaexJoi. Mar B3t
MOIO JIally ¥ pe3aHyJl KJIMHKOM. Sl IepHyJ1ach, HO CIBUHYTHCS C
MecTa He CMOIvIa. 3HAUUT, HUKOTO U3 HUX s OOJIblIe HUKOTa He
yBUXKYy? Mcapu, mamy ¥ marty, 6a0yiky, octaibHbIX. Mar mop-
HEC CBUTOK K jare. $1 ocranych cpeam moaei, oOpeueéHHass Ha
cMepTh... KpoBb OocTaBUiIa OTIIEYaTOK MOEro Majbla, a KOroTh
cljierka Hajiopajl Oymary. Bokpyr nepeaHux jar, Ha 3arsicTbsx
BCIBIXHYJIM CUHUE, TIOJIYIPO3pauHble MarnyecKue OKOBBI, CBS-
3aBIIIME MEHsI C TEM MaroM KOHTPakToM KpoBu. U Oyab s1 XOTh
B CTO pa3 CHJIbHEE, 10 00O0I0THOMY COTJIACHI0 00EUX CTOPOH, HU-
KTO HE CMOXET HApYILUTh WIXA Pa30pBaTh €ro. A MOTOMY, HBIHE,
MOs1 XKU3Hb oOpeyeHa. boib B miieye cTana HeCTepIUMOM, CHJTbI
Pa3oM MOKMHYJIM TeJO, a IYCTOU pe3epB HENPUATHO 3yded. [le-



pel1 I1a3aMu BCE€ MOTEMHEJIO, U 5 POBAJIMIIACH B 3a0bIThE, JIUIIIb
OIITYTHB OOKOM XOJIOHBIN KaMeHb. U mocieiHee, 9To s 3aMeTH-
J1a, ObLIM CBEPKHYBIIIME B ITOJyMpaKe cepo-ToTyOble I71a3a Mara.



3 ri1aBa

Co3HaHMe MeAJIEHHO CTaJIo Bo3Bpauiarscs. ['ososa ryaena, a
IUIEYO HETPUATHO HBUIO M TAHYJIO. B mamMsaTy BO3HUKIIM BOC-
NOMUHAHUSI MPOUIECAIIEro THS, KAPTUHKU 3aMeJIbKalli Tepen
IJ1a3aMu, MPUHOCA elE Oobllylo rojioBHyl0 Oonb. KoHTpakr,
Kxeu... Cepatie mpeaaTesbCKy 3alleMIIo, HO s OTOpocuiia 1yB-
cTBa B cropoHy. Ceiluac MHE 9TO HUKaK He IOMOXKET, TaK YTO Ha-
JI0 MBICJIUTH panimoHasibHO! YTo 51 mMeto B utore. § Obuia mpaga:
Kxen mHe He napa. [lymaio, 6a0y1iika moiMeET 3T0, KOrja y3Haer,
YTO OH HE HAUIEN MeHs B Mupe Jiofer. KoHTpakT co3laH, HO 5
TMIOKa He 3Hal0, KaK OH paboTaeT, XOTsI HaBEPHSIKA T OKOBBI UTO-
TO 3HAYMJIM, M TaK MPOCTO s UX He cHUMY. JlamHO, Oyay pemarsb
npoGieMsbl o Mepe ux nocryruieHus. Celdvyac r1aBHbIM BOMPOC:
rae a? IlpucnymaBimmce, He 3aMeTHIa HUKaKUX MOCTOPOHHUX
3BYKOB. BOKpyr 0b110 THX0. OTKPBIB IV1a3a, MPUIOAHSIIA TOIOBY
U orsfenack. B KoMHare napui noayMpak, s jiexasna Ha Msr-
KOM IUIe/ie, HaXOAMBIIEMCS Ha crosie. OT JaMIibl [oJ, OTOJIKOM
VICXOIMJI TYCKJIBIA CBET, BUJHEIUCh OYepTaHUsI KaKoi-To Mebe-
JI1, HO MaroB psaoM He Obuto. [TogHSBIINCH Ha JIambl, 3aMeTHIIa
IIPUOTKPBITOE OKHO psAaoM co crosioM. Otmuno! Tloka ux Her,
nosnyuyuTcs coexarb. 3a BpeMsl, UTo s OTJIeKMBaIach Oe3 co3Ha-
HMS, HUKTO HE OIpaHMYMBAJI MHE MOIIOLIEHUE SHEPTUM U MOU
pEe3epB HAMOJIHWICS MOYTH HAanosoBUHY. YacThb 5 cpasdy Harpa-
BIJIA B KPBUIO, YTOOBI MCLICITUTH MMOBPEKIEHHBIE MBIIIIIBL. TAHY-



11ast 00JIb YIIUIA, XOTS 51 MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MO3KE HA/I0 Oyaer
6onee OCHOBATEIbHO OOPATUTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHue. [IphirHyB Ha
NOIOKOHHMK, MOPAO# ToJKHYJIa pamy. C3a11 MOCIBIIAIKCH 1A~
T, 1 B KOMHATY BOIIIEJI Mar, ¢ HeOOJIBIIIUM TOJIOTEHIIEM B PY-
Kax. BeTpeTuBiych ¢ HUM B3IJI5110M, OTBEPHYJIACh, paclipaBuiia
KPBUIbSI M, OTTOJIKHYBIIIHMChH OT MTOJJOKOHHUKA, B3JieTeNia B He0O.
BHOBb mOocMOTpeB Ha mara, yBujesa, Kak OH MOAOMIEN K OKHY,
CMOTps1 MHE B ciiefl. Bunumo, ero copcem He 3a00THIIO, PSIIOM 51
wim HeT. K yeMy Toraa ObUT TOT IIymblid KOHTPAKT? DBIPKHYB,
OTBEPHYJIACh U CTaJla HAOUPATh BBICOTY, OTIAISISICH OT JIOMA.
Banetes nop odnaka, oTopocuiia HOCTOPOHHUE MBICIH O Ma-
re, 3a4eM 5 BooOIle 0 HEM JyMaio, Kakoe MHE JIeO IO OJHOU
YyeJiIoBeuecKor Ku3HU! MOXeT 3TO Tak KOHTPaKT JENCTBYET Ha
cosHanue? Vmm ero nap odopotrsi? [lepHyB ronoBoid, MbICIEH-
HO (pipkHYa cama cede. Hy, He BaxxHo! CocpeoTOUMBIIUCD,
HayaJla CKaHMpOBaTh Oapbep HaJ0 MHOM, Ul MOAXOASIIEe Me-
cro. HyxHo nonpo06oBaTh MpoOUTh ero COOCTBEHHBIMU CHIIAMH C
9TOU CTOPOHBI, BAPYT, onyuutcs! [IpaBaa, moka u3bsiHOB B HEM
s He Haxoawia. OIHaKo, CAaBaThCS TaK PAHO HE B MOMX IPaBU-
Jlax, a 3HA4uT, s Oyay YNpsiMO JIeTeTh BIEpEN, MOKa He Haiay
TO, 4TO HYkHO! {l y)e Janeko omieresia oT JoMa Mara v ropof,
B KOTOPOM OH HAaXOJWJICSI, BUTHEJICSI HEOOIBITUMHE CTPOSHUSIMU
no3au. DTU Cepo-ToayOble IJia3a. .. BbljIo B HUX YTO-TO MPUTS-
rMBaollee U 3arajoyHoe! § 3applyana B rosaoc, onsTb HE O TOM
aymato! Ecnu Tel periuit nposiBUTHCS, IETCKUM 1yX MPUKITIOYe-
HUIA 1 JTIOOOMIBITCTBA, TO BHIOPAJI cCaMOe HETIOAXOASINEe TSI 9TO-



ro BpeMs. Tak 4TO yroMOHMCh U He OTBJekan! Moxer, cTouT
NOIIETeTh MOOIMKe K 00JlakaM, KOHEYHO, He HYKHO 3a0bIBATh
00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, HO HA 3TOM PACCTOSIHUM BCE JOBOJIBHO Pa3-
MbITO. C/1€71aB HECKOJIBKO CHJIBHBIX B3MaXOM, MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO
nojiieTena K 6apbepy U OILIyTHIa MEKTPU3YIOIIUNACS TIOTOK YH-
croi sueprum. JKajb, YTO HE MOT'y TOIJIOTUTH €r0, OH OBl B pa3
HAaTOJHII MOW pe3epB. B3noxHyB, nonerena B1oib Heda, cocpe-
JOTOYEHHO aHaIM3upys 6apbep. He 3Halo, Kak J0OTo0 51 cMOry Tak
JIETETb, HO. .. DNEKTPUYECKUI pa3psij MPOLIECS BOTHOM MO TeITy
¥ CKOBAJI BCE MBIIIILIBI, HO MIOYTH Cpa3y OTIyCTHII. S moKauHynach
B Bo3ayxe. Uto 3710... [louemy oH He myckaer meHs? CoOpaB
SHEPryio, BBITYCTHIIA CTOJIO Maruu B Oapbep, NbITasch IPOOUTD
3armmty. OH 0TO3BAICS C1a0O0i BCITBIIIIKOM B 00JIaKaX U paccesii-
cs1, pacnpeeNMBIINCH M0 BceMy Oapbepy. S1 CHOBa ynmapuiia Ma-
rvei ¥ nojJieresia K Hemy, HO BHOBb MOTy4mJia pa3psj. [a uto ¢
HUM Takoe, oyemy OH OJIOKHMpPYET MOIO Maruio, Beflb 51 He U3 3TO-
ro mupa! Tak mouemy! CoOpaB BCI0 HAKOMMBIIYIOCS] SHEPIUIO,
BBITYCTHJIA €€ MOIIHBIM IIOTOKOM M, pa30rHaBIINCh, BJIETEIA B
oOJaka. DNEeKTPUYECKUA UMITYJIbC MAJUTMOHAMY UIJT BOH3UWJICS B
TeJIo, U s 3aKpuyYajia OT MPOH3UTENbHOUN 00u. CUiT He OCTaIoCh
Y s KAMHEM HadaJjia najaars BHM3. Kak ke tak... [louemy oH He
npuHUMaeT MeHs1! MoxeT ObITh BUHOW TOMY KOHTPAKT W TeTH
Ha 3aIsCThsIX, KOTOPbIMU I CKOBaHa Ha KpPOBU € TeM Marom? ¥V
camoy 3eMJIU, MHE YJaJIOCh pa3BEPHYThCS U, PACIIPABUB KPbUIbS,
s16e3 cul ynana B rose. M3 r1a3 pyusém JIUIICh €3k, 10 00mm
CKaB YeJOCTH, CHJIMJIACh HE Pa3pbLIaThCs OT OOMIBI U TOCATBI.



[TosiexaB Ha TpaBe U HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMBIIWCH, TOAHsIACh. U
Kyzaa tenepb? bapeep MeHs He nmyckaeT. BepHych B jiec, TaM X0T
Obl MOXKHO YKpPBIThCS OT Jitofieil. CornacuBIIUCh ¢ COOCTBEHHbI-
MU MBICJISIMH, Pa3BEPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY JEPEBLEB, HO KaK TOJIb-
KO cJiesiania 1mar, 1eny OOJIbHO CKaulu 3arsicThsl. Sl 3apelyaiia u
IIOCMOTpEJIA Ha 30JI0THIE MATMYECKUE HUTH, KOTOPBIE OKYTHIBAJIN
Mou. OHM ObUTM HATSHYTSI JI0 TIpesiesnia, ciado MepIiaiy U MMyib-
cupoBaiu. OrpaHnueHue B pacctosiuun? $1 mornpoOoBaia pa3o-
pBaTh OJHY U3 HUTEW, HO OHA JIMIIb CBepKHYJa. PazopBaTth He
BoIifeT... OOepHYBIIHCH, TOCMOTpENa Ha JieC, KOTOPBII Haxo-
JOUiCs B KWioMmeTpe oT MeHs. [lo Hero He noOepych. 3HAuuT,
OCTaeTcsl BEpHYTbCsl 00paTHO B ropon? MoxkHO nmornpoOoBaTh
COPATATbCS Ha KPBILLE OJHOTO U3 JOMOB, HO BPSiJI JIU MHE Y/IaCT-
¢ ocTaTbcs He3aMeueHHOU. [la v 1onro s tam He nporsany! Io-
JIABUB TSDKEJIBbIA B3JI0X, pa3BepHYJIach ¥ oopesna K ropoxy. py-
I'MX BapUaHTOB BCE paBHO HET! IIpuaercst BBIKUBATD.

bike K paccBety s todpasiack 1o ropona. Mzoerats npuxo-
JWUJIOCh aOCOMIOTHO BCETO: JoIeH, co0aK, TPOMKHUX ITyMOB, KO-
TOpbIE 3aCTABJISIM B3/lparuBaTh U NMOACKAKUBATh Ha Mecte. [1pu-
XOJIMJIOCh NIPATAThCS B Y3KMX YJIOYKaX WM Ha KpbIIIaxX JOMOB.
[ocnequuii 7EKTPUYECKUII UMITYJILC HEIAAHO MOIJIOTHII BCIO
HaKOIUJICHHYI0 MHOM 3HEPruio. 5 y’kacHO ycrasa, Kpblbs IIOXO
CJIyIIAJIACh, XBOCT BOJIOUMJICA T10 3EMJIE, U €JI€ TIEPECTABIIAS HO-
ru, Opena 1o eme COHHOMY Tropofy. 3a CIIUHOUN pa3jacs 1yMm
u ronoca Jozei. IlojckounB, MeTHYIACh B OJMMKAWIINAN 3aKO-
YJIOK, TIpsidack B TeHH Aoma. OIryTHB MO JanaMu Biary, ooep-



HYJIach, 3aMETUB Ha gopore Jyxy. [logoins Kk Hel, 3arisHyna
B MYTHOE OTPaKEHUE M OTCKOUMJIA OT HEro, Kak OLINapeHHas B
CJICITYIOIIHH ke MUT. D10 OblIa 517 MeIsIeHHO MPUOTN3UBIIINCH,
MIOCMOTpEJIa Ha BOLLy ¥ IPUHSIACh pa3miisabBaTh cedst. UTo cra-
JI0 ¢ Moeil yelnyeil? Beerna nsympyaHasi, OT/IMBaBIIask YEPHBIM
Oreckom, ceiiyac oHa ObUIa MOX0Xa Ha LIBET MOKPOTo acab-
Ta. TEMHO-Cepblil OTTEHOK Ka3aJiCsi MOYTH YEPHBIM U JIMIIb [J1a-
32 OCTAJIUCh IPKMMU U3ymMpygamu. Ho nmouemy uennys uamMeHmna
IIBET 1 Korja 3710 nmpousonuio? Korma mpoxonuia yepes 6apbep?
Korma Obut 3akmoueH KOHTpakT? Pa3ouB oTpaxeHue XBOCTOM,
OTBEpHYJIACh OT JIykU. Briepeay mpowm cuaysThl, U 5 pUkKa-
Jlach K CTE€He, OCTaBasiCh He3aMeueHHOU. [IpuHioxaBuIch U He
MIOYYSIB 1O OJIM30CTH JIIO/IEH, BBIIILIA HA IOPOTY U TPYCIIOM 1ooOe-
JkKauia 1o creayomen yaouku. Ho B Hel 51 oka3anachk He Of1Ha, Ye-
ThIpe KPYIHBIX COOaKM OOHIOXMBAJIM CBAJIKY Y CTEHBI. 3aMETHB
MeHsI, UX UHTepec K 00beqKam Mporiai, U OHU CTaId MpUoOsu-
’karbcsi Ko MHe. [TouysB Moii 3anax, OHM 3apel4aid U MeJJIEHHO
CTaJu OKpyXath. Pa3BepHyBIIHCH, OpOocHIach IPOYb IO YJIHIIE,
IBITAsACh YApaTh OT OemeHbX MchH. OIHAKO MOM JIANKK ObLIH
KOpOY€e, U OHU OBICTPO AOTOHSTN MeHs1. PacripaBuB Kpbuibs, OT-
TOJIKHYJIACh OT 3€MJIM U B3JI€TeNia, OMYCTUBIIUCh Ha KPBIIILY Ofl-
HOTO 13 IOMOB. Jlokuna. .. Yauparo co Bcex HOT OT CBOPHI COOAK.
Jla uX CBOpPOH-TO SI3bIK HE MOBOPAYMBAETCS Ha3BaTh, TAK, YEThI-
pe Xyapble ABOpHSAKKHU. OTABILIABIIMCE, TIOCMOTPENA Ha KpyXka-
mux BHU3Y coOak. OHU, KakeTcs, YXOIUTh HUKyJa He cooupa-
JIMCh, HAOOOPOT, YOSTUBIIHCH, YTO 51 HA KPBIIIE OMA, 3aJIHIIHCh



I'POMKHM J1aeM. Tak OHM Clojia BCexX JIIoAeH B OKpyre MO30BYT,
9TOTO MHE TOJIKO He XBatayio! DBIPKHYB B UX CTOPOHY, TiepeJie-
TeJa C OHOM KPBIIIM Ha JPYTYIO, CTapasicCh TUIABHO OITYCKAThCS
Ha BJIQXHYIO YeperuyHyIo kiaaky. Hakonerl, MHe nosesso. Bre-
peu rmoka3ajics 3a0pOIeHHBIN JIOM, U 5 3a0pajiach B OTBEpCTHE
MOJ, KPBIIIIEH, OKA3aBIIKACh B TEMHOM, XOTS U TEILUIOM YepIake.
CBepHYBIIHMCH KaJTAYMKOM, TIOJIOXKUJIA TOJIOBY Ha JIaIlbl U YKPbI-
7a ceOs1 KpbUTbsIMH, 3[16Ch MEHsI YK TOUHO HMKTO HE HaiJer, a
3HAYUT, MOKHO OTJIOXHYTb. YCTAJIOCTh HABAIWJIACh BHE3AITHO U
s cpa3y yCHyJa.

VI3 IpUATHOM IpeMOThI MEHSI BBHITAIIUIIO YTPOXKAIOIIee HITHIIe-
HUe, ucxoausiee cOOKy. OTKpBIB IJ1a3a, OIHsLIA TOJIOBY U YBU-
JieJ1a B3/IbIOJIEHHY10 KOIIKY. E€ mepcTh Topuaia Bo BCe CTOPOHBDI,
BBITHYB JIyTOl CIIMHY, OHA MeJIJIEHHO TOIXOIWIa KO MHE, CBep-
Kasi OOJIBIIIMMU JKEITHIMU IJIA3UIIAMK. 32 e€ CIIMHOW NPSATAINCh
JBOE mosocathix KOoTAT. Kaxercs, 51 3aHsuia ux mecro. [loaHss-
IIKCh HA JIamibl, HE YCIIeNa ONIOMHUTBCS, KaK KOIIAubsl KOTTUCTAs
JIara mponuiach Mo Iiee, OCTABUB IapariHbl U3 KOTOPHIX HA Ue-
IIy10 BBICTYNUIA KpoBb. COPBABIIUCH C MECTa, MyJICH BHICKOUM-
JIa U3 IOMa, yBOpPaYMBasich OT BTOPOro yaapa. Beuieres, onycru-
JIach Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ OpOCHIIach HAYTEK, YYBCTBYs, Kak OeIleHo, KO-
noTtutcs B rpynu cepie. Kakas ke 51 jxanmkas, ceiiuac 1axe Koil-
Ka CHIbHee MeHs. Moii pe3epB JI0 CHX MOp MOYTH Ha HyJIe, XOTs
COJIHIIE Y:Ke MPUOIMKAIOCh K 3aKary. Kaxercs, s Bech ieHb Mpo-
craja Ha 3ToM uepaake. OOepHyBIIUCh, TOCMOTpPeSia Ha 37I00HO
CBEPKAIOIINK B3I KOILIIKM U HajleTesia Ha 4yTo-To. [locpiman-



Cs1 4eJIOBEYECKUI roJioc, U sl 3amepiia. MejieHHO 0OepHYBIIIUCH,
TMO/IHS1JIA TOJIOBY M yBUjIeNa YyesioBeka. OH MPUCTaIbHO paccMar-
pUBaJI MEHsI, IOBOJIbHO YXMBLUISISICh. BTOpOIt YesioBeK BhIIIIeN U3-
32 €ro CIMHbI, 1 MEJJIEHHO MOMATUIACh Ha3ajl, YyBCTBYS, Kak
CTpax MPOH3AET TeJIO.

—Kasxercs, Ham ¢ ToO0# cerogns Be3€T! [locmoTpu Kakas rpe-
JecTh cama npubexana K Ham! 3a Takyl HIKYpPKy Ha YEPHOM
PbIHKE OTBAJIAT Kydy JEHET, Kajlb YTO pa3MEpuuK MajoBar! -
YCMEXHYJICSI TIepBbIit. $I ocTynuiach, yroius jarnod B HEOOIb-
uryto sMky. [omarHyBimces, 3aena cTosiBilee psaoM BeApo ¢
0oTOpOCaMH, U OHO TIEPEBEPHYJIOCh, BHIBAJIMB BCE CONECPKUMOE
NpsIMO Ha MeHs. 3JI0BOHHBIN 3aax ygapui B HOC, U s CMOPIIIH-
J1ach.

—A oHa 3a0aBHas1! — s CKUHyJa ¢ ce0s1 00BEKU U OBOIITHbIC
ouncTku. OTCTyNUB Ha3aj, yrepaach CIMHOM B yroj CTeHbl. YTo
nenatb?! § B snoByike... Jliogu npubIMKaaIuch, 1 HAMEPEHUs
B UX MBICJISIX ObUTH OTHIOAb He paayxHble. CaMa ¢ HUMM s HE
CHPaBIIOCh, a IOMOIIIb KJaTh He OTKyaa! Bxkasach B cTeHy, MHe
XOTeJIOCh CIIPATAThCS, UICUE3HYTh, YOeKaTh U3 ITOTO YIJIa, HO JII0-
I HE JayT Takou BO3MOXHOCTU. OT cTpaxa, 3aKkphbuia 1jia3a u
cnanach. bopotbcst 6ecnione3Ho u rnyno. Cuil HeT, Maruu Toxe,
HaJIeAThCs He Ha YT0! MBICJIEHHO MPOCTUIACh CO BCEMU POJIHBI-
MU M kj1ajla HeMuHyemon ydactu. [Ipocture, uto oka3zanach Ta-
KOU c1a0oii 1 He CMoTJIa BEpHYThCS oMol ! 3a BCE MpocTuUTe. ..

Bapyr pspom co MHOM SHeprusi Hayajla CTPEMUTEIbHO
CTYIIaThCsl, 0OPa30BbIBASI BOPOHKY, CBEPKABIIYIO 30JIOTUCTHIM



OneckoM. VI3 He€ BhIIes OeJTOKYphIid Mar, U3 JIoMa KOTOporo coe-
’kaja Buepa. 1 mogHsIa Ha HEero rJ1as3a, OH JIMIh OPOCHII B MOIO
CTOPOHY KOPOTKHUM B3IJISI/I ¥ IOBEPHYJICS K ABYM JofisiM. YUTO OH
371ECh AejaeT?

—OcraBbTe JIpakOHa U yOUPANTECh OTCIO/IA TIOKA LIEJTbI.-XOJIO-
HO MPOM3HEC Mar U B €ro rojoce Mpo3Bydaju METALINYECKUE
HOTKM OT KOTOPBIX Jaxe s MO&KUIach. MyKUUHBI TIEperysiHy-
JIMCh U, (PHIPKHYB, BCTAM B OOEBYIO CTOUKY.

—MpI epBbIE €€ HAIIUIY, OHA. . .-MYKMK TKHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY
KPUBBIM MajbiieM. —Most 1oObrua !

—OHa MOH JIpaKkoH.-TaK K€ XOJIOJHO W CIIOKOWHO MPOU3HEC
Mar. I mocMoTpesa Ha ero HMPOKYIO CIIMHY, KOTOPOM OH 3aCJIo-
HWI MeHs OT Jiofiel. [ITnHHbIe cepeOpsiHbIe BOJIOCHI, I0CTaBaB-
IIKe TI0 1osica, CBOOOIHO HUCIAJAITN Ha criiHY. OH MTPHUIIIEN, 1Mo-
TOMY YTO TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4TO s B oracHocTu? [la HeT, He MoxeT
obiTh! ['mynoctu kakue... EMy OT MeHs TOXe 4TO-TO HaJlo, Kak
1 3TuM ByM. Ho Kak OH Halll€l MeHs: 0 TeM CaMbIM HUTSIM,
YTO BIUIETEHBI B MOIO aypy? [1oka 51 nymana Haz1 3TUM, JIIOIU YKe
HayaIM CpakeHue, TOYHEee TBOE MY>KUMH 3aIMyCTUIN HECKOJIbKU-
MU CTyCTKaMu 3Hepruu B Mara. Ho oH ¢ HenpuHyXIEHHOM JIET-
KOCTBIO paccesiyl uX ¥ OJHUM 3aKJIMHAHUEM 00e3/IBUKIIT JTIOCH.
[Moxoxee 3akJMHAHME S YKe BUJeNa B Jiecy. Mar oOepHyJcs KO
MHE |, TPUOIU3UBIIUCH, OMYCTUICS HA KOPTOUKH PSIIOM.

—Ilepenyranace? Iynas.. .- TMXO 3aBOpYasia, OTBEPHYB OT
Hero rojioy. [lo3op-To kakoi! MeHs cnac 4yenoBek, Ja e u
TOT, U3-3a KOTOPOro £ 3actpsiia 3aeck! —Hy u 3amamok ot te-



Os1.-ycMexHyJIcsl apeHb. -Heynaunbiii aeHb, na?-s1 QbIpKHYIa,
y/IapuB XBOCTOM 10 3eMJie. —YOeaunack, cOexarb He TOTyquT-
cs. [Tonnmato, Tebe He HPABUTCS, HO OOJIbIIIE HE TIHITAMCS Pas3o-
pBaTh HUTH, MHE OBUIO TOBOJILHO HETIPUSITHO!-sI TIOKHYJIA ¥ 3a-
Karuia ra3a. HempustHo emy, a MHe KakoBo? Korma Gapwep,
CO3JIAaHHBIN ISl 3aIlUTHI, IMAPAXHYJT MEHSI TOKOM, OMYCTOIIWB
Bech MoW pe3epB! Mar MOAHSUICS ¥ BHOBb OTKPBUI BOPOHKY. —
WUném!-g momenmia, CMOTpsSI B Cero-ronyobie 11a3a. B Hux He
ObLIO HU 3JI0CTH, HU TUIOXOTO yMbicia. Ho cTouT jin MHE MITH C
HUM, oOpeKasi ce0s1 Ha poJib JOMAITHEero pyvYHoro 3Bepbka? Ho
Bellb, BHIOOpA Y MEHsI HeT: OCTaHyCh Ha YJIMIIE W JIONTO He Ipo-
TsHy. K TOMY Xe, Mar roka He cjie/iaJl MHe HMYEro IioXoro, He
CuMTasl camMo co3laHue KoHTpakta. OH He oOpaiajicsi co MHOM
IUIOXO, HEe yrpoKasl v gaxe. .. crnac! He xouercst mpu3HaBath, HO
OH MOSI eqVHCTBEHHAsI HaJek/]a Ha criaceHue B 3ToM mmpe. K
TOMY JKe, Teriepb sl y Hero B Joiry. Mar TeprenvBo xajl, moka
s B3BEIIy BCE «3a» U «IPOTUB». HeyBepeHHO IarHyB Brepé,
MIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha YeJIOBeKa, YTOJIOK ero ryod IporHyI B MOTYYJIbIO-
ke. S1 ¢ppipkHyna. He oOonbinaiicsi, y MeHsI MPOCTO HET APYToro
Boixona! I[lomOexas, nmepBast MpHITHYJIA B TIOPTAT U Yepe3 MrHo-
BeHbe OKa3zasiach nepen AoMoM. OrisiieBInch, yBUjIeNa, 4To B
IIPOCTOPHOM ABOpE Tepel JOMOM PaCHoaraeTcs MbIITHBIA Cajl
C IepeBbsIMH, 1IBETYIIMMU KyCTApPHUKAMU 1 KiymOamMu. Mar 1o-
SIBUJICS 32 MOEW CITUHOM, BOPOHKA PAacTBOPHIIACH, U B BO3/IyXe
BBIPOBHSIICS TIPeXHUN Marnyeckuid poH. A copBasiack ¢ Mecrta
¥ TIPBITHYJIA B KYCTHI, IPSYach B MX 3€JIEHBIX BeTBsAX. Mar obep-



HYJICSI B MOIO CTOPOHY U T0f103BaJ K ce0e. HeT yx, s oTciona Hu-
Ky/ia He BbIiy. Masio i uto B30pes€T emy B royioy! -51 ocraB-
JII0O OKHO OTKPBITBIM, €CJIA 3aX0Yelllb, 3aX001 B JOM.-IIPOU3HEC
Mar 1 CKpbUICA B IoMe. S1 BhIllIa U3 KYCTOB M IIPUCMOTPEIA Of1-
HO U3 JepeBbeB. 3a0paBIIMCh Ha HErO, pacloloKMIach Ha IIIH-
POKOM BETKE U, NOTSAHYBILUCh, OITyCTHJIA TOJIOBY Ha JIallbl. 34€Ch
OH MEHS He JIOCTaHEeT, a 3HAYMUT, CMaTh s MOTY CIIOKOMHO. 3€B-
HYB, OITyCTWJIA TOJIOBY U, 3aKPBIB IJIa3a, 3aCHYJIA.

HeckonbKo HEH 51 mpoBea B cajly, B OCHOBHOM Ha TOM CaMOM
Jepese. Mar nodry HUKy1a He OTJTy4YauIcs ¥ TOCTOSTHHO HaXOWJI-
¢4 B 1oMe. Yepes OTKpBITOE OKHO, 1 U3PEKa BUJEJIa €r0 MEb-
Katoimui cutysT. OH MeHs He 10CTaBall U BOOOILEe He OECTTOKOMJI.
JInip BBICTABJIAT HA MOJOKOHHUK MHUCKY C KYCOUKaMH MscCa U
KaK TOJIbKO Ca/IMJIOCh COJHIIE U 51 ObIa YBEpEHHa, YTO OH Kperl-
KO CITUT, CITyCKaJach C JIepeBa, AJIsi TOrO YTOObI MOECTh M1 HEMHO-
ro nosierars 1o canxy. Emme oH BeicTaBUII 101 OKHOM HEOOJIBIION
Ta3uK C BOJIOH, B KOTOPOM sI CMOIJIa CMBITh YKaCHbII 3amax OT-
XOIOB ¢ yelyu. Peseps MeyIeHHO, HO BCE K€ BOCCTAHABJIUBAJI-
cs. 5 maxe cMoriia moyorpeTh BOLy, YTOOBI HE MIECKAaThCs B CO-
BCEM XOJIOAHOU. BCE ocTasibHOE BpeMs, MpsATanach OT KapKUX
Jy4el COJHIIA B TEHW KPOHBI JIEPEBa, JpeMasla U HaKaIluIMBaja
sHepruio. Ho B onuH 13 HEH OH MPaKTHYECKH BBIOEXKAT U3 J0-
Ma, Ha XO[ly 3acT€ruBas Iiail. 1 mogHsia rojJoBy M NoCMOTpesa
emy B ciesl. Mar cienai KOpOTKUM Iace pyKoH, 30JI0ThlE UCKOP-
KM COPBAJIMCh C KOHUYMKOB €I'0 NMaJbLEB, U epe] HUM BO3HMKIIA
BOpOHKa. OH CTPEMHUTENILHO BOIIEN B HEE, M OHA 3aXJIONHYJIACh



3a ero cnuHoi. Kyna oH tak cnemut? Xots... Kakoe mHe nae-
70?7 OnyCTHB TOJIOBY, MOJACTABUAJIA CIIMHY TO]] COJTHEUHBIE JIy4H,
Haclaxaasach TeriomM. He 3Hato, CKOBKO MPOIIIO BpeMEHH, HO
BHYTPH MOSIBUWINUCH HENPUSTHBIE OLYIIeHUs. I OTKpbLIa I1a3a
Y TOJIHSUIA TOJIOBY, Mar He Bo3Bpaitaics. Ho oTkyna 3to crpan-
HOe YyBCTBO? Bapyr, 3010TUCTBIE HUTH 3aBUOPHPOBAIIH, U TIO
HUM MpoIiia Oone3HeHHas BoyiHa. 1 Bckounsa Ha janbl. [a uyto
npoucxoaut! Bo3ayx BOKpYr MeHs 3aUCKPUJICS, UCKaxasi Mpo-
CTPAHCTBO U 3aTATMBasi MEHsI B BOPOHKY. Sl mombiTanach B3je-
TETh, HO SHEPIvsi HAKPbLJIA C TOJIOBOM U Uepe3 Mapy MrHOBEHUH, 51
OKa3asach B HEU3BECTHOM MeCTe Ha KaKOM-TO ImycThipe. Bo3myx
31€Ch ObLT TSKENBIM U CIIEPTBIM, OBbLIIO TPYIHO ABIIIATH U MOTO-
KM Maryeckor SHepruu XaoTUYHO METAINCh B PA3HBIX HAIPaB-
JIGHUsIX, co3aBast qucOananc. Boasieke yciblimaia B3pbiBbl, YTO-
TO HEMPEOIOJIMMO TSHYJIO MEHSI B Ty CTOPOHY, HO pa3yM TOJICKa-
3bIBAJI, YTO Tyla UATU He crout! Hutu BHOBL 3aBMOpHUpOBAIH,
Y OJHA U3 HUX HaJlOpBajach, U3aB 3ByK MOPBAHHOM CTPYHBI. S
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TIPOH3AIOIYI0 OO0JTb, HO OHA SIBHO MPUHA/IJIeKA-
na He MHe. Heyxenu 310 60b Mara? C HUM 4TO-TO CJYYHUIIOCH?
Ho ecnu 310 TakK, CTOUT /11 MHE BMeIMBaThes? YTo eciu oH 1o-
T'MOHET TaM, U sl U30aBJIIOCh OT KOHTPAKTa. A 3HAYUT, CMOTY BEp-
HYTbCS1 JoMOi. OTBEpHYBIIIUCH, HANIPABIJIACH B OOPATHYIO CTO-
POHY, HO CITyCTsI Iapy I1aroB octTaHoBwiachk. OH BeJlb criac MeHs
U {1 mepesl HUM B 10ry! Yike ABakAbl s MOIVIa PACHpOIIaThCs
CO CBOEM JKM3HBIO, HO 9TOTO HE CITyYMIIOCH JIWIIB OJ1arogapsi emy.
J€pHyB rosoBOM, (hBIPKHY/IA caMa ceOe 1, B3MaXHYB KPbUIbSIMHU,



rojieTesia B CTOPOHY B3pbIBOB. U uTO 51 enaio. ..
[TpuOGMM3UBIIUCE K MOJTIO 001, YBU/IENA YeTHIPEX MaroB. JIBoe
JIexany Ha 3emie, KaxeTcs, 6e3 CO3HaHUS, UX Marndeckuil (poH
ObLT COBCEM CJ1a0bIM U €Jie pa3anyaics BO BCEOOIeM Xaoce.
Ho 10, 4TO mo-HacTosiiiieMy MeHsl Hamyrayio, OblIM He JIOIH, a
OrpOMHasl MPOCTPAHCTBEHHO-BPEMEHHAs JbIpa, BUCEBLIAS TIPsI-
Mo B Bo3ayxe. OHa 3araruBaia B ceOsi Marmdeckyio SHeprio,
TOIJIONIAs Maruio JIIOJEeN U 3Hepruto npupoasl. OTKyga OHa BO3-
HUKJIa ¥ IJ1aBHOE, Kak! OmyCTUBIIUCH HA 3eMITIO, TPUOTU3UIIACH
K JbIpe. TO Bedb 3HAMEHHUE KOHIIa CBeTa. .. Marepus pa3pyiia-
eTcsl, pa3BaJIMBaETCsl, yHUUTOX)asi camy ceOsi. bosib BHOBb TPOH-
3UJ1a TeJIO, s1 CMOPILMJIACh U MTOBEPHYJIA IOJIOBY, B3MJIAIOM MILA
mara. OH CcTosu1 Bliepeiv, B HECKOJIBKMX METpax OT MeHs. Maru-
YEeCKMI MOTOK OKPYKWJI Kpasi IbIpbl U ME/JIEHHO CTATUBAJ UX,
yMeHbInasi pa3peiB. Ho, kKaxercsi, oH ObUT Ha TIpesiesie U enBa
cTos1 Ha Horax. IIpucmoTpeBIIUCh K €ro pe3epBy, YBUIEA, YTO
IIBbI, CIEPKUBAIOIINE PAa3PbIBbl pacxoquinch. Kaxercs, Te 1Boe
MaroB 4TO-TO TOBOpWIM 00 3TOoM. Ero peseps cmmBamm 1o Ky-
coukam? U certyac OH TpemuT 1o mBaM. Maru, noaaepxuBao-
IIMe ero, yxe Jiexanu 6e3 CO3HaHUs C OMYCTOIIEHHBIMU pe3ep-
BaMmu. OH lymMaeT B OIMHOYKY 3aKpbITh Iblpy? Ho Beap emy 310
He 110 cuity! XoTs yOUMBUTEIIBHO, 4TO OH eme aepxutcsa. Camo-
YBEPEHHBIN [IIyTEl WM OTYAsIHHBIN F€pOi, TOTOBBIM MTOKEPTBO-
BaTh co00I paau apyrux? XoTs 3T0 He BaKHO, Pa3 YK 5 BCE paB-
HO TYT, HE MOTY %€ sl OCTAaBUTb €ro OOPOTHCSI C 3TUM B OJJMHOUKY.
Mar nomarHyscs ¥ ynaj Ha OHO KOJIEHO, HO, HE CMOTpsI Ha 3TO,



€My yIaJIoCh yaep:KaTh MOTOK Marku, XOTsI OH U ocyiadesn. OoIpk-
HYB, B3MaxHyJla KpbUIbsIMU U B3JIeTe1a. MO pe3epB MOJHOCTBIO
BOCCTaHOBWJICS, @ 3HAYMUT, S CMOr'Yy OTIUIaTUTh Mary. [IposnereB
MHMO Y€JIOBEKA, OYTH BIUIOTHYIO NOAJIETENA K JIbIPE U 3aBUCIIA
B BO3[IyXE.

—He npuGmukaiics k Held, yObET!-3akpryan mar. 51 Kpaem ria-
3a TIOCMOTpena B ero ctopony. Cepo-royOble I1a3a CBEpKaju
SpocThi0 U BosHeHHeM. OH nepexuBaeT 3a MeHA? [lepHyB ro-
JIOBOM, OTBepHyJack. Jla HeT, mokazanoch! BbITh Takoro He Mo-
KeT, A Bellb HUKTO Jyis Hero. Ho cMOTpu BHMMATEIbHO U ThI
YBUJMIIb, YEJIOBEK, HA YTO CIIOCOOEH UCTUHHBIN IPAKOH, POXK-
JEHHBIM B YUCTOM SHEPruu Mupa. PacripaBuB KpbUibsi, CKOHIIEH-
TpUpOBaJia Maruio, COOMpasi e€ U3BHE U CIUIeTast C COOCTBEHHOM.
DHeprus mara 3aTyxajia v eiBa caepkuBaia Kpas qpipel. Coopas
JOCTaTOYHO SHEPrvd, OTKPbLIA I71a3a U, BTAHYB B cebs1 coOpaH-
HYIO SHEPruio, BbIIOXHYJIA MOIIIHBIA cTOIO Maruu. OH ycTpeMui-
Cs1 B LIGHTP JBIPHI.

—IIpekparu! OHa BBICOCET TBOIO Maruio...-s1 BCKMHYJIa rojo-
BY M COE/IMHWIJIA Kpasl KpbUILEB HaJl ronoBou. Bes sHeprus, Ko-
TOPYIO § BBITYCTHIIA, C(OOPMUPOBAIACH B CPepPY, PSAMO BHYTPU
JbIpbL. SIpKO MepenrBasich BCEMU LIBETAMU Pagyrd, OHa CXKUMa-
Jach, HAOMpas cuity U KOHLIEeHTpupys e€. Kpas apipbl 3agpoxka-
JIM, ¥ Marvs mMara IoJHOCThIO UccskJia. Ero peseps omycrel, Tak
Jnaxe ayuie. Tenepp, y3pu e UCTUHHYIO YMCTYIO Hepruio. 5
pPa30MKHY/Ia Kpblibs U 3apelyasia. Cepa crpeMuTesIbHO Hava-
Jla yBeJMUMBAThCs, BOMpas B ce0s1 YepHOTy xaoca. MrHOBeHbe



Y pa3Jajicsi MOLLHBIN B3PbIB, BHIIYIIIEHHAS! KOHLIIEHTPUPOBAaHHAS
SHEpPrusl Nepekpbuia MyCcTOTy, 3anoMHUB e€. Marnueckuii (poH
CTaJl BbIPABHUBATHCS, JbIPY HAMOIHUJ SIPKUI CBET, U Oblolas
SHeprus BbITecHUJIA Xaoc. [IpocTpaHcTBeHHas Ablpa Ucyesna, a
BMECTE C Hell U OeCOPSIIOYHO CTPYUBIINECS MTOTOKHU BHIPOBHSI-
JIMCh, IpUOOpeTast HopMaJbHyI0 (popMy. OMyCTUBIIKCH HA 3eM-
Mo, oOepHynach Ha Mara. 3amepeB, OH CMOTpEJT Ha MEHs, U B €0
B3JIs17ie OBbUIO UTO-TO HOBOE. KaxkeTcs, OH MOpakeH U ... BrieyaT-
nen? Ilomoiins k HEMy, MPOBepHIIa CBOM pe3epB, OMATh MOTPa-
THJ1a OOJIbINe IOJIOBUHBL. MeHbIIe BHITEHIPUBATHCS HAJ0 ObLIO!
Hanuia nepen kem! Mar npoTsiHyJ1 pyKy, IBITasiCh IPUKOCHYTHCS
KO MHE, HO s OTCTyNWIa, TUXO (pbIpkHYB. Pa3zBepHyBIIMCH, TO-
CMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY ropojia U MepeBesa B3MJIsA]] Ha YeIOBeKa.

—MHe HyKHO 3aKOHYMTb 3/1€Ch, IOMOYb MOCTPAJABIINM.-
B3MaxHyJj1a KpbUIbSIMU U B3MbLIa B BO3ayX. Co3/1aB HEOOBLIYIO
cepy, OTTOJIKHYJIa €€ XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY Mara. OH Harpsrcs,
HO OBUT TaK cy1ad, 4To JIake He ycren YKJIOHUThcsl. VI KoMy oH
XOYEeT IOMOYb B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH, KOT/]a €My CaMOMy TpeOyeTcst
nomouib! Mosi SHeprusi coequHNUIA HECKOJIBKO pa3pblBOB B €r0
pe3epBe U npujaana HeMHoro cuil. [IpockanupoBas enie pas ero
Marudeckuil (hoH, rosieTesia B CTOpOHY cajia. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB,
MYCTh J€JIA€T, YTO XOYET, 51 He CTaHy €ro OCTaHABJIMBATh, K TOMY
K€ MOH JIONT Mepeji HUM OIUIaueH.



4 ri1aBa

[Tporuio emE napy AHeH, KOTOpble Mar Oe3BbIIA3HO MPOCUIET
noMa. OHO ¥ MOHATHO, KyJa MOXXHO OTIPABUTHCS C TAKUMU TO-
BpexkieHnsAMEU. HeBosTbHO 51 HaOmogana 3a HUM 4epe3 OTKPhIToe
OKHO Y BpeMmsi OT BPEMEHU ITpoBepsila ero pe3epB. XOTs MOBO-
JIOB JIJIs1 BOJTHEHUS He OBLJI0, OH JJOBOJIBHO OBICTPO BOCCTAHABIIH-
BaJICsl, U 3TO HE MOIJIO HE pa/loBaTh. Mar 4acto nmogxoau K OK-
HY, BBICMaTpUBasi MEHs1, HO § MPATAIACh 3a JIUCTBOM, HE3AMETHO
HaOmonas 3a HUM. Houb BeIAAsIach MPOCTO YXKACHOM, JieASTHON
JIOK/Ib JIWJT KaK U3 Bellpa, U Jlake KpoHa JepeBa He criacajia Me-
HS OT OOKHTAIOIINX XOJIONOM Kamesb. CKaBIIMCh B KOMOK, CTa-
pajiach COXpaHUTh TEIUIO, HO YCJIBIIIAB IIIyM CO CTOPOHBI JOMA,
MOJJHs1JIA TOJIOBY. Mar BblIIlIeN Ha KPbUIBLIO, PSIZIOM C HUM CBEPKAJT
CBETOBOM CHOJIOX. $1 BBIMJISIHYJIA U3 CBOETO YKPBITHSI, U YeJIOBEK
MaxHYJI MHE PyKOH.

—3axomu B JOM!-B3IVISTHYB Ha 4épHOe HeOO, TMOHsJIA, UTO
JIOK/Ib 3aKOHYUTCSI HE CKOPO, a YIPSIMUTBCS M MEP3HYTh TIIYIIO.
CrippirHYB C BETKH, B HECKOJIBKO TMPBIKKOB TIEpeceKsa IBOp U
3a0eskalia B MPUOTKPHITYIO IBEPh. Mar 3aIén clieloM U 3aKpbul
nBepb. 51 3a0mIack B yros, He CBOIUB HACTOPOKEHHBIN B3TJISALL C
Hero. OH BbIIIEN B IPYryl0 KOMHATY. fI OTpsiXHyJach, CMaxHyB
Karuiv BOJIbl, CTEKaIoIIMe 1o yerye. Mar BepHyJcs, Iepka B py-
Kax noJjioteHue. OH OMyCcTUsICs PsAOM CO MHOM Ha KOJIEHH, S TIO-
MATWIACh, TUXO pblya. —Hy BOT 4ero Thl pbIUMILb, S BEAb HUYE-



ro IJIOXOro TeOe He Clesa.-B3I0XHYI Mar. §1 MojiHsIa Ha Hero
I71a3a, BCTPETUBIIUCH C CEPO-TONYObIM B3MIII0M. OH Me/IJIEHHO
OITyCTWJI HA MOIO CIIMHY TIOJIOTEHIIE, OTYETO 5 B3APOrHyna. beuio
HEMPUBBIYHO OIyIIATh HA Yellye YbU-TO PYKH UM UyBCTBOBATh
yyxoe Terio. OH akKypaTHO MPOBOIMI IMOJIOTEHIIEM [0 MOE
CIMHE, XKUBOTY, miee. Cama He 3aMeTWIa, KaK Hayasla HEKUTb-
Csl OT Y/IOBOJIbCTBUSL. —3HAYUT, Thl YMEEIIb HE TOJILKO PblYaTh U
(oipkaTh?-ycMexHyscs Mar. f menkHyna 3yoamMu, OH OIEPHYI
PYKH 1 BBIPOHWJI MOJIOTEHIIE. YIILIOHYBIIUCH, ETKHYJI MEHSI IO
Hocy. Sl ckocwia r1a3a ¥ mIMBITHY/Ia HocoM. OH yIbIOHYIICS, HO
yepes3 MUT cTall cepbe3HbIM. —Criacu0o, yTo npuiuia Torna. Mue
HE XBaTWJIO CWJI MPU3BATh TeOsl, MOITOMY M HE JyMaJl, YTO Thl
cama MpUIEITh.-s1 HAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK, HO OH OTBEJI I71a3a,
COpsTaB OT MEHs CBOM B3MJIsAA. Mar coopyanit U3 NOJIOTEeHel Mo-
Jo06uve rHe3/1a U CO3AaJ1 HECKOJIbKO CBETOUYEH, OT KOTOPBIX UCXO-
auiio Teruio. Sl cena Ha MArKyio JiexkaHky. —OTapixai, rpeics. —
MOAHSBIINChH, Mar OKAYHYJICS U 3aKaluIsics. A pe3epB-TO ero
JI0 CHX IIOp pa30pBaH, Y€pe3 MAJICHbKUE TPEIMHBI BBITEKAET €T0
Marvs M Aaxe caMoe IPOCTOe 3aKJIMHAHUE (TOT Ke CBETOY) OT-
HUMAeT CUJIbl ¥ TpUuuHseT 60ib. U BcE-Taku OH Oe3paccyqHblii
YeJIOBEK.

Bobinie st He MOKUIa1a oM, JIMIIb U3peKa HouaMu BhIOUpa-
Jlach 4epe3 OKHO MOJIeTaTh U pa3MsITh MBI, Mary cTaHOBU-
JIOCh Xy’Ke, ero pe3epB He BOCCTAHABJIMBAJICS, 2 HAOOOPOT Me[I-
JeHHo paspymanicsa. Ho g He crienuanu3upyloch Ha JiedeOHOM
Maruv ¥ BC€ 4TO MOTY, 9TO JIUIIIb JOOABIATh €My COOCTBEHHON



Maruu, 4ToObl 3amMeiTh 3 ¢eKT u 00e300mmTh. Bosblie s He
BHUJIeNIa B HEM Yrpo3y M CTpaxa repej HUM He UcTbIThiBana. [1o
HOYaM $ BCE eIIE MbITaslach MPOOUTH Oapbep, YTOObI BEPHYThCS
JIOMOM, HO TOCJIe TIEPBOTO ke pa3psia BO3BpaIiagack 0OpaTHO,
YTOOBI HE MOBPEIUTh COOCTBEHHYIO SHEPIUI0 U OCTaThCs He3a-
MeueHHOH. $1 mpu3Hato, 4to ommbanack B Mare. OH Obl1a JajIeko
HEe TJIYIIIOM, U He CTpOWII U3 cedsl repost. 3a HECKOJIBKO JTHEH,
4TO 5 MPOBEJa B JOME, CMOIJIa MOJyyllle y3HaTh ero. Mar oka-
3aJICsl MOJIOJIBIM TIApHEM, TTYCTh OH ObUI Uepecuyp CaMOHAMIesH,
HO BO MHOTOM HalllA B3IJIs1/1bl coBMaayi. OH He KT TIOMOIIH
OT IPYTHX, HaJIesJICS TONBKO Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CHJTBI U JKEJaJ MH-
pa 6e3 BOH U YeIOBEYECKUX I'PEXOB B JIIOOBIX UX MPOSIBICHUSIX.
MosxeT ObITh 3TO U TIO-MaJIBUUINEYbH, HO MO MUP UMEHHO Ta-
Kou. JIpakoHam He4yero JeMTh, Mbl yBaXKaeM M [IEHUM TO, UTO
JaeT HaM TPUPOJIA, YTO-TO Oepsi, MBI OTJAEM B3aMeH. [IpakoHbI
’KUBYT JIOJITO, UCHIOJIB3Ysl YUCTYIO SHEPIUI0 MUPa, HO KOTJa Moj-
XOIUT CPOK U JIPAKOH OOJIbIIIe HE MOXKET UCIIONb30BaTh MAruio,
OH JIMIIAETCS] CIIOCOOHOCTH JIETaTh W BUETh MOTOKH CUJIbL. [1o-
TOMY CTapble IPaKOHBI TPHITAOT ¢ [IparHaiiTa, 1 BO BpeMs ma-
JIeHUs X TeJIO MPeBpaIliaeTcs B YUCTYIO SHEPTHI0, BO3BPAIASICh
B Mup. Tak IpakoH yxomuT 3a rpadb. Ho 1pakoHa MOXeT yOUTh
YeJI0BeYeCKOe OpyKHue, BBHIKOBaHHOE U3 oOcuauaHa. Tak ymep-
7a Mosi ipababyIika, IMEHHO TMOCyie e€ CMEepPTH MOM AeayIKa
BBICTaBMJI Oapbep, BIOKUB B HETO CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO SHEPIuIo,
orpaxkjasi CBOMX MOTOMKOB OT e€ y4yactu. baOy1ika He pa3pera-
€T TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM M TIO3TOMY s He cripanmBaia. Ho mymaro,



OBbLJIO YTO-TO €IIE, XOTS ITO JIUIIb MO JIOTAIKH.

[lo komHaTe pa3gaBanvch OBICTpPBIE IIATH, S OTKPBUIA 71232 1
nofHs1a royioBy. Mar xoamn Tyaa-ciona. Ha HEM Obln cTporuii
TEMHBII KOCTIOM, OH 3aBS13aJ1 CBOM BOJIOCHI B XBOCT. ¥l THXO 3a-
pbluasia, 1 Mar 0OepHYJICSI HA MEHs.

—Pa3bymun?-s1 cena m BomporaoIie MOCMOTpena Ha Hero.
Kyna on cobpasicsi? Tonbko Be/lb BU€pa HOBBI IIPUCTYIT Kalll-
Ji1 OCTaHOBWJIA. —MHE HYKHO B CTOJIMILY, OCTAHEUIbCS 32 IJIaB-
HYI0.-4TO-TO MHE TMOJICKa3bIBaJIO, YTO Mar TyAa He 0CO00 XOYerT.
S ¢pbipkHyIa ¥ NOTAHYNMAack. —BepHYCh K Bedepy.-Mar OTKPbUI
JBEPD U BbILIEN BO 1BOP. 1 moyeMy MHe KaxkeTcs, YTO €CJIi OH
NOWAET OAMH, MHE IOTOM MPUAETCS CHOBa criacath ero? Cuaersb
OJJHOH B IOME€ HE OUEHb-TO U XOTEJIOCh, [I0ITOMY BBUIETEB UEPE3
OKHO, NPU3EMJIWJIACh PAJIOM C HUM M YXBATWJIACh 3a Kpau IljIa-
ma. Mar oOGepHyJIcsl, YIUBJIEHHO BHITHYB OpoBb. —[loiaens co
MHO¥M 7-KaskeTcst OH 0e3 Tpyaa MOHsUT MOUM B3IJISI U TTOBEPHYJI-
cs1. —Tam Oyaer MHOTO JO[ei U ApyTve APAKOHBI.-IpyrHe JIpa-
KOHBI? JIaBHO XOTeJsa B3MISAHYTh, KOTO K€ 3/1€Ch JIIOAU CUMTAIOT
CBOMMHU PyYHBbIMHU JIpakoHamu. PBIpKHYB, OTIIpaBUIa Mary Ma-
rUYecKyio cepy, yToObl OH He Tparsi COOCTBEHHbIE CHJIbI, OT-
KpbLT repexo. BopoHka B 3TOT pa3 Oblla HEOECHO-CHUHEH, T10-
TOMY UTO Ha Tmepexof Oblia 3aJeiCTBOBaHa MOsI Marusi. Mar BbI-
TAHYN pyKy. Jlymaer, s caly eMy Ha pyKH, s HE KOIIKa U cama
B COCTOSIHUM UITH. 37100HO (PBIPKHYB, NE€pBasi BOIILIA B IOPTAJL.
[louyBcTBOBAB MO[ JIaIAMU XOJIOAHBIM KaMEHb, OHSLIa TOJIOBY
U 3amepria. Briepequ Bo3BbIIasicst OeJIOKaMeHHBIN 1BOpell. Bbi-



COKHE pa3HOYpPOBHEBbIE OAIIIHU MOKPHIBATA CBEPKAIOIINE, TIOTY-
Kpymible Kynosa. Ha Bcex OKHaxX MCKPUIJIMCh IBETHBIE BUTPAXH,
Ha CTEHaX BBIIPAaBMPOBAHBI Y30pbl. A TI0 OOKam OallieH HaxO/u-
nvch Oenble ctaryd. § Tak 3amoOoBaiach 3TOM KpPacoTou, 4To
nasxe 3a6bi1a mpo mara. OH yke yCIien 3aKpbITh BOPOHKY, pacce-
AT MOIO Marvio " IOJOWTH.

-9t10 Tacmun-aBopen, Mmneparopa. Unem, y Hac maiio Bpe-
MeHU. He oTXoau oT MeHs HY Ha 11ar. —pa3roBapuBacT, Kak ¢ Ma-
JIEHbKOU. MBI IIPOILIY XOJUT U, HOIHSBILKCH 110 IIMPOKOH JIECT-
HULIE, 3allJTU B OIVH U3 3aJ10B. OC/IENUTENIbHBIM CBET Pe3aHyJI [0
r1a3am, u s 3aKMYPUIIACh.

—Uném, Tede Tyna!-s OTKpbUIa I71a3a M IOCMOTpeEa Ha mara.
OH cros y Bosbepa, 3a KOTOPBIM HAXOJWIKCK. .. IpakoHbl! OHU
Y BIIPaBIy 4eM-TO ObLIM TIOXOKU Ha HAC, 51 OBl Jake cKazaja ¢
BUjIy, He ommumib. Ho ux marusi Oputa BO MHOTO pa3 ciabee
U 51 He BHJeNa MpoOJecKOB Pa3yMHOCTH B MX B3rIsAaax. Ckopee
OHM HAIIOMUWHAJIM [IPUPYYEHHBIX )KUBOTHBIX. HO, Hafo 3ameTnTs,
sl CUJIBHO yCTymaja uM B pazmepax. OHM ObUTA pa3MepoM ¢ Jio-
manp. S gomwkHa uaTh K HUM? YBUIIEB MOE CMSITEHUE, Mar KUB-
HYJI 1 MaxXHYJl pyKou, mojsbiBasi omake. —[laBail, Te0st He mmy-
crat Kk Mmneparopy. [locuauie 3aeck, oKa s 3aKOHYY Jena. —1
HEJIOBOJIBHO (PBIPKHYJIA, HO MOCITYIIHO 3allljla B BOJbep. Mar 3a-
KPbLI €r0 U, KUBHYB MHE, HAITPaBWJICS K IJTMHHOMY MPSIMOYTOJIb-
HOMY CTOJIy, HAXOAMBILEMYCS B JAECATH METPax OT Bosbepa. S
MPOCJIeIMIa 32 HUM B3IJISIIOM, NIApEHb OCTAHOBWIICA U K HEMY
nofouuy Boe. Kak ToJibko OHM OBEPHYJIUCH, Cpa3y y3HaJIa Ma-



roB u3 jeca. [llateHa u GoHIMHA, BTOPOTO I OTKPHITO HE Iepe-
HOIIIY, MOMNAJ1Ch MHE TOJIbKO, IPUIIOMHIO BCE, YTO OH czenan!
W 6nok cui1, ¥ TECHYIO KJIETKY, M 00€3JBIKMBaHKE, U BIMBAHUEC
MEp3KOW KUXKHU yepe3 cuity. [IpakoHbl, cpearupoBaB Ha HOBHUY-
Ka, TPYIIKOM CTaIH MPUOJIMKATHCS KO MHE, CTapasich OOHIOXaTb.
S yrpoxaroie 3apblyaja, METHYB HAa HUX YIPOKAIOLIVK B3IIAA.
IlouyBCTBOBaB MOE IIPEBOCXOACTBO B CUJIE, OHU MIHOBEHHO OT-
CTYIWJIH, JIPYKHO 3a0MBILKCH B TPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIN YroJl BOJIbe-
pa. Bot u uynHo, mycTb syuttie 60sitest. OMmyCTUBIIMCH HA TETUIBINA
T0J1, TOJIOKMJIA TOJIOBY HA JIallbl 1 BHUMATEJIBHO CTajla CIIeIUTh
3a nepemMeleHnsAMu Mara. Heckoibko MUHYT OH pa3roBapuBal
B KOMIIAHUM JByX MaroB, MIOTOM K HUM IPUCOEJUHUINCDH ellE
Tpoe. Bbu10 JOBOIBHO CKYYHO, HO BHYTPEHHHI I'OJIOC TBEPANII HE
TepsITh OMUTEIBHOCTb. BCKOpE BBIIIEN eIE OyH YeoBeK, 1 BCe
NPUCYTCTBYIOIIME TIOIHSIMCh CO CBOMX MECT, a IPAKOHbI JPYXK-
HO MPEKJIOHWIU TONOBHL. §1 ke ocTanach HEMOABMKHO JIEXKaTh,
CKaHUpYys ero B3MIsIOM. Bumumo, 310 1 ecTh MX UMIEpaTop U
Kak s TIOHSUJIA, CITYCTsI Yac HAOMIOICHUS 32 JIIOABMH, OH y HHX,
YTO-TO Bpoje Moeii 0alymiku y Hac. Ero cioBa HeocnopuMsl, €ero
NIPUKa3bl BHITOIHSIOTCS TOYHO U OBICTPO, OJHAKO, 51 YyBCTBOBA-
Jla BotHeHHe Mara. Korna npo3Byydany Tpyu MUMEHH, TapeHb U 1Ba
ero Apyra HoJHsJINCh CO CBOUX MECT.

—Anbauc, pajl BHOBb BUIETh TeOsl B I0OPOM 3/1paBUH.-JICHU-
BO MPOTSHYJ UMIIEPATOp, OTIMB U3 KyOKa. YUTo X, Bps[J JU OH
oOnajiaeT Marviey, pa3 Jaxke He CriocoOeH yBUIETh, UTO pe3epB
Mara ejie JepKuTcs. 3aTo, KakeTcs, APy3bsi 3TO MPEKPACHO OCO-



3HaBaJIM, HO NpoMoTyauiv. [lapeHs Juiib ciepkaHo KUBHYIL.

—3mywit, kak 0OCTOSAT fieia ¢ HOBUYKAMMU ?-1IaTeH KaILIsTHYIT
Y BBITSIHYJICS TIO CTPYHKE.

—BBbIMyCKHUKOB aKaJleMHU CTAHOBUTCS BCE MEHbIIe, OHU 00-
SITCS 32 CBOM KM3HM, 3allyTaHHbIE PA3HBIMU CIIyXaMU. —T1apeHb
TIOCMOTpEJT Ha CTapHKa, a UMITEPATOP JICHUBO MPUTYOUIT BUHO.

—3HauuTt, 00s3yiiTe ux. [IpeacraBpre 31O, KaK CIy:KeHUEe KO-
POHE BO MM UMIIEPUH.

—Jlorap, Kak 0OCTOAT Jiesa ¢ ApaKOHaMU ?-OJI0HIUH TTOTHSLII-
cs CO CBOETO MeCTa.

—JIpakoHOB 0Oy4alOT TpU MecsIa, HO MaJIO KTO U3 HUX Tiepe-
’KMBAET MEPBOE 3aKPbITUE «ITYCTOThI». —3HAUYUT, BPEMEHHBIE JIbl-
Pbl OHU Ha3bIBAIOT «ITyCTOTAMM» 7

—Cokpatute oOy4yaemMoe BpeMsi 1O MecsIa.-pPaBHOMYIIHO
MPOTSHYJ UMIepaTop. BJIOHANH KOPOTKO KMBHYJI U CEJl HA Me-
cro.  nepesena B3 Ha Mara. OH CKMMaJl KyJIaku, U 51 YyB-
CTBOBaJIa UCXOJMBIIIEE OT HETO HETOAOBAHUE.

Bc€ ato cobpanue TsHyIOCH emé noirux Tpu vaca. Mwre-
paTtop paBHOAYIIIHO COKpAIlad CPOKU U (pakTHUecKu TpedoBas
HEBO3MOXHOro. Mar u ero Jpy3bsi OTOLIUIM B CTOPOHY OT CTOJA,
4T0-TO OypHO 00CYy*)as. f mepeBena B3MISIT HA CTON U 3aMETH-
Jla, KaKk OJJHa U3 JIEBYIIEK, Mojdexana K MecTy, Ijie Cuaen Ia-
PEHb, U BBICHINAJIA KAaKOW-TO MOPOIIOK B ero 6oka. [lomHsB ro-
JIOBY, BHUMATEJIbHO MPOCJIeInIa 3a HeW 1 BCTasla Ha Jyianbl. OHa
MI'HOBEHHO CKpPbLIACh, a Maru BEPHYJIUCh Ha CBOU MecTa. Mmme-
paTtop MOAHSUT KyOOK U, IPOU3HECS TOCT 3a MPOIBETAHNE UMIIe-



pur, ot BuHO. [lapeHs B3s1 O0Kan U s HanpsAriack. [ToHs-
TUS HE UMEI0, YTO MOAMEINaa TyAa JAEBYIIKA, HO COMHEBAIOCH,
YTO 3TO YTO-TO MOMJET eMy Ha Mosb3y. C JErKOCThIO Mepemax-
HYB Yepe3 BOJIbep, MPOKpaach Moj CTOJIOM M 3alpbirHYyJIa Mary
Ha kosieH!. OH OIyCTHJI TOJIOBY, YAMBIEHHO NMOCMOTPEB HA Me-
Hs1. Pa3BepHyBIIHCH, XBOCTOM BBIOMIa OOKAJI M3 €ro PyK, U OH
CO 3BOHOM yTHaJl Ha TOJI, pacIuiecKaB COAEPKUMOE.

—Yto oHa TBOpWT...-nipoueau Jlorapa, Opocast Ha MeHs
37100HBI B35 PHIPKHYB, OTBEpHYJIACh OT OJIOHIMHA U TKHYJIA
HOCOM B JiaJioHb Mara. OH 0OepHyJICSl Ha pa3iuToe BUHO, U Ja-
e He BOOPYKEHHBIM IJ1a30M ObLJIO BUIHO 1, CJIA00 IIUTISIIANA
B 4JIOM BUHE.

—Cnacu6o0. . .-1enHy1 napeHb MHe Ha yxo. Mmmepartop uzy-
Yaouie NOCMOTPENT Ha MEHS.

—Anbauc, y Tebs1 MOsIBUICS APaKkoH?-mMar KuBHYJI. —[lo3pas-
nso! 1[Ber e€ yemyn JOBOJBHO HEOObIYEeH. Y HeE ecTh Ka-
Kasi-HUOY/Ib CIOCOOHOCTH ?-51 TOKOCHJIACh HA CTAPUKA, CUJISIIIIETO
BO IVIaBE CTOJIa HA TPOHE.

—OHa oOueHb YMHas.-KOPOTKO OTBeTWJI Mar. KMmmeparop
YCMEXHYJICA U KUBHY1. BApyr 51 oco3Hana, 4To CHKY Ha €ro Ko-
JIeHSIX, ¥ PE3KO CIIPHITHYB Ha T0JI, HE3aMETHO BEPHYJIach 00par-
HO B BOJIbEP. AJIBAKC MOJHSJICA U BBIILIET CJIEJOM 32 UMIIEPaTO-
poMm. Ero Jipy3bst mpuOIM3MIMCh KO MHE U OTKPBUTH BOJbep. JIBa
JpakoHa OOYKOM, Opocasi Ha MeHsI OCTOPOXHBIE B3IJISIbI, MeI-
JIEHHO BBIIILIM 32 €ro Mpejiesbl, MoAoiAs K MaraM. Psiiom c mia-
TEHOM OCTAHOBWJICSI KOPUYHEBBIM APAKOH C TEMHBIMU MSITHAMU,



a psIoM ¢ OJIOHIUHOM, TOIyOOM ApakoH. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MHU-
HYT U3 COCEJJHETO 3aJia OBICTPBIM IIIarOM BBIIIIENT AJIBIHC, BCKJIO-
KOYEHHbIN Y HEPBHBIM OH MOJIOIIEN K Maram.

—AJbANC, KakK MPOLIO. . .-OCTOPOXKHO cripocui M3myn.

—Hukak! DTOT cTapuk He XOYET HUYErO MOHMMATh ! -IPOCTHO
OpocuII Mar ¥ TIOBEpHYJICS KO MHe. MeJIbKOM B3IJISTHYB Ha Jipa-
KOHOB, COMBIIMXCS B KYUKY B JaJIbHEM YTy, KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY
nsepu. —ném! —s BbllLIa U MbI cpa3y MOKMHY/M aBopell. Jlo-
rapj co3aJl MopTaj U MEPEHEC HAC HA OKPAaUHY ropoja, rie CTo-
UT JIOM NIapHsl.

—Thl 7O cux mop He Aal el ums?-Bapyr crnpocun U3myws.
AJbIuC TPOBEN PYKOH MO BOJIOCAM M OOEPHYJICS Ha MEHSI.

—Moxert Pes? OHa NOCTOSHHO PBIYMT. —1 TUXO 3apblyajia, BO-
o011e-To y MeHs yxe ecTb uMms. f... Bapyr 3a cnmHoi iponso-
1€ BCIUIECK SHEPTUU, Maru, TOke MOYYBCTBOBAJIU €r0 U 00ep-
HYJIACh. AJIBAXC METHYJICS KO MHE U, OTKPbIB BOPOHKY, TOJIKHYJI
MeHs1 B He€. CTpena, CIuleTeHHasl U3 MaruuyecKux HUTEH, Mpo-
HECJIACh MUMO MEHS$1, BOH3UBILKCH B T1e40 Aubanca. OH 3aliu-
e OT OOJIM U, OKAYHYBIIIKCh, yTaJl Ha KoJieH!. I xoTesa Opo-
CUTBbCS BIEPEN, HO K MOMM Jariam nojJjierena cgepa, U pa3aai-
Cs1 B3pbIB, OTKMHYBIIUI MEHS1 HA HECKOJIbKO METPOB B CTOPOHY.
BopoHka 3axJ10MHyJ1ach, ¥ 1 OKa3ajach y camoro goma mara. Hy
gro 3a myrnen;! EMy Beap He cripaButhesi 6e3 MeHsi! Ckoopau-
HUPOBAB JIBUKEHUS, B3JIETENA U YCTPEMUIIach OOPaTHO Ha OKpa-
vHy. Bo uTO OH onATh Biasnaincs! ['yn B ymiax npogosokancs eme
napy MUHYT, 3T0 cOMBaJIO ¢ TONKY. Korma st cMoria 3ariymmuTh



00JTb 1, OTHICKATh 110 HUTSIM MApPHS, IEPBOE UTO YBUJENA, TPYIIITY
U3 IIECTU MaroB, 3aKyTaHHBIX B YEPHBIE IIalU. TPsAXHYB royno-
BOI, orisifiesiach U TYT e Mo4vyBcTBOBaja 0osb. He cBoio. D10
Obl1a 605 Mara. Ilouckas ero B3IVISAOM, HAllLIa B OKPYXKEHUU
Tpéx maroB. OH yXke He MOTI CTOSATh Ha HOrax, JJBOE €ro Jpy3eun
ObLIM AaJIeKO, YTOOBI IIOMOYb €My, CpakasiCh C IBYMS APYTUMH
Maramu. BHe3arHo, BO3AyX cKaJcs U MOTSKENeN, PSAMO PAAOM
¢ AnbaucoM B BO3IyXe BO3HHUKJIA «IycToTa». OOeCCUICHHBIMH,
OH ynaJl Ha 3eMJII0, He B CUJIax morieBenuTbes. Hutu, csizbiBa-
IOIIME €T0 CO MHOM CTAJIM JIOMNATHCS OJHA 3a APYrOM U €CIIM TaK
NIPOIOJIKUTCS, OH YMPET depe3 mapy MUHYT. BriOopa He ocra-
BaJIOCh, MEJUIUTh ObUIO HENb3sl. Ero py3bsi CAMIIIKOM 3aHSATHI U
€/IMHCTBEHHBIM €r0 [IAaHCOM Ha CIIACEHUE SIBJISIIOCH 51, BOT TOJIBKO
91O OyNIEeT MOCye TOro, KaK 5 CAENA0 TO, O YEM IyMaio. . .
PackpsIB cBOW pe3epB, B BO3[MyXe MPHUHsIA UCTUHHOE OONIH-
YK€ IpakoHa, TPeBOCXoAslIee MpexHee pa3MepPOM B IECATH pas.
TomukoM, OMYCTUBIIUCH PSAOM C MaroM, OTTOJIKHYJIA OTHOTO U3
«YEPHBIX» XBOCTOM, M3/1aB OIVTyLIAIOIIMI peIK. Maru 3amepiy,
orctynuB Haza. OOepHYyBIICH HA AJTbIKCA, 3aMETHIIA er0 TYCK-
Helolue cepo-royobie rmasza. OH o CUX MOp B CO3HAHUU. 3Ha-
YUT, €lIE eCTh IIAHC CMACTU ero. HakphiB ero KpbuioM, pa3Bep-
HYJIaCh K JbIPE U MOBTOPUJIA TO, YTO ClIENAJIa C HEN B ITPOLUIBIN
pa3. Ccepa, B30pBaBIIMCH BHYTPH MYCTOTHI, OBICTPO 3aMOIHIIA
U paccesia e€. MaroB OTKHMHYJIO Ha HECKOJIbKO MeTpoB. OHa-
KO JIOJITO MOJAEP:KMBATh TaKyl0 (pOpMY IpakOHa OY€Hb TSKEIO
Y paCXOAIyeTCs CIMILIKOM MHOIO SHEepruu. BaMaxHyB KpbUIbSMH,



B3JIeTesIa M 0OpaTHIach, MPU3EMJIMBIIKMCH HA OTHO KOJIeHO. YEp-
HBIE BOJIOCBHI CKOJIb3HYJIA BIEPEN, XJIOMHYB KPbUIbSIMU 34 CIIH-
HOM, CXaJla B JIQJIOHSX CYXYI0 3€MJIIO, BIMBIIKCH B HEE KOITSI-
Mu. [TonHAB rosoBy, MpoXIya UCHENEAIOIUM B3IJII0M MaroB
Y NofiHsIach Ha Horu. [lonynpo3payHas atinacHO-4€pHasi TKaHb
CKOJIb3HYJIA 110 OefipaM, pa3BUBAasCh OKON. YEpHOE oxkepenbe,
IUIOTHO ITPUJIETAIONIEE K 111, YAECPKUBAJIO TKaHb Ha Tpyau. TeéM-
Hasl Yelllysl 3aKpblBaJia MIOUTH BCE YUYACTKH TeJa, 32 UCKJIIOYEHU-
€M JIMIa, )XKMBOTA U NaJIblieB. S o0epHy/ach Ha Mara, ero BbIpa-
JKEHUE JIIIa TOBOPUJIO caMo 3a cebs. OH yBUIEeT MEHs U CTpax
CBEPKHYJI B €ro cepo-royiyobix razax. Ceituac He BpeMsi 00 3ToM
aymarts! $1 onepHyna ceOsi U, MOBEPHYBIIUCh K Maram, HakKJo-
HWIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK. B mamonu 3axkriack témHas cdepa. Co-
OpaB BCIO CBOIO SIPOCTh, METHYJIACH K JIIOASIM, 32 JIONIO CEKYH/Iy
OKa3aBIIIKUCh PSJIOM C OJHUM U3 HUX. BICTAaBUB BHEpEN PyKy,
npoH3miIa cepoll YeaoBeKa U ero Tesio, MOTsSKeleB, OOMSIKIIO,
ynaB nepeo MHoU. Kankue crnaOplie co3iaHusi, BO3OMHUBIIIE
ceOs1 BceCWJIbHBIMU B 3ToM Mupe! JIBoe MaroB BHITYCTUJIA B Me-
HsI HECKOJIBKO chep, s 00epHYJIaCh U OIHUM JIBMIKEHUEM PYKHU
paccesijia X Maruio.

—Yro oHa Takoe!-3aKkpyuYall OAVH U3 «TEMHBIX» MaroB u Opo-
CWJICSI HA MEHsI CO CIUHBL I packpbula KpbUIbs U, MOIJIETEB,
yYBEpPHYJIAch OT ero yaapa. [IponereB Hax ero rojsoBou, Npu3eM-
JIMJIACh 32 HUM Y BOH3WJIA IIMITbl HA KPBUIbSAX B €0 CEpALIE, IPO-
6uB nérkue. Mar 3akpuyan v ynau 3ameptBo. Ocrascs rnociea-
HUit. Pe3ko 0OepHyBINCh, B3MaxHY/Ia KPbUISIMU U, TIOJJIETEB



K 4€pHOU (purype, CXBaTUIA 3a TPYIKU, MMOAHUMASCH BBHIIIIE B
He00. YenoBek 3a0uIics, MBITAasiCh BHIOPAThCS, U 51 YJIOBUJIA TUXUE
BexJyunibl. COpBaB KamioloH, Y3Hala JIUIO JEBYIIKU U3 JIBOP-
na. MiMeHHo oHa mopchinana s B Ookan naps. Tuxo 3apsryas,
Opocuiia Ha He€ HEHABUCTHBIN B3IIsi. JleByIiKa BCKpPUKHY/IA OT
y’kaca, OTTOJIKHYB MeHsl. §1 pa3zkana pyku M IeBYOHKA Haydasa
najaTh Ha 3eMITI0. Sl Me/IJIEHHO OITyCTUIIACh PSIOM C e€ Oe3KM3-
HEHHBIM TeJIOM U, (bBIPKHYB, OTBEpHYJach. EIE 1Boe Maros, Jie-
*am B ctopoHe. He xBaraer opHoro! Coesxan? Hy na namHo, 06
9TOM He ceityac! OGepHYyBIIKCH Ha €T0 Ipy3eH, YBUENa, 9TO OHH
CTOSII PAJIOM C TIApHEM, MPOKUTasi MeHs B3msiiamu. S mpu-
OM3MIIach, HO OHM BBICTABWIIM Ha MeHsI cepy.

—Kro thi!-npoueaun Jlorapa. —4Uto bl Takoe!-s1 HEJOBOJILHO
JNEpHYJIA PyKaMH U OKOBBI C KOPOTKMMHU IIETISIMU 3a3BEHENIM Ha
3arsICThSIX.

—4 npakon Anbauca, Ta, 4TO CBSI3aHA C HUM KOHTPAKTOM KpO-
BU !-TIpOpbIUasia, CMOTPsI B I71a3a OJIOH/IMHA.

—/IpakoHBI He MOTYT IPUHUMATD YeJIOBEYECKUI OOJIMK, U CTa-
HOBUTCS B JIECSITh pa3 OoJbliie B 0HO MrHOBeHbe! KTo ThI, OT-
BeYail npapjy Wik yMpELIb!-s B TOJOC 3apblyaa.

—He memaii mue!-mar BbinmycTiil cdepy, HO 51 paccesiia e€
OJIHAM JIBMKEHHEM M OTOPOCHJIA MaroB IO pa3Hble CTOPOHBI OT
Anbnuca. [lomolins kK HeMy, KOCHYJIach ero rpyau, ciadoe cepi-
1ieOMeHre TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO OH elI€ HB, HO Marn4yecKuii
(boH Kprya, 9YTO OH XOMUT MO IrpaHu. BEIHYB Maru4eckyio crpe-
JIy, BBITSTUBAIOIIYIO U3 HEr0 SHEPruio, OOepHYJIach HA MaroB. —



Ecnu xoTuTe mMoMoub CHacTu €ro, Bbl 3HA€Te, Iie OH!-HaKpbIB
ceOs1 KpbUTbSIMU, 00paTIiiach U OCTOPOJKHO B3sIB Mara JIallaMH,
B3JIeTena B He6o. HykHo ToponuThces, OH oueHb cnabd! Yepes ma-
PY MUHYT, 51 YK€ IPA3EMJIMIIACh BO IBOPE €I'0 I0OMa U C [IOMOLIBIO
TeJIenopTa MepeHecia Mara B oM, YJIOXKUB Ha KpoBaTb. Huko-
r71a emg He Obula B €0 KOMHATE, HO HET BPEMEHH Ha paccMaTpu-
BaHue uHTephepa. [IpuHsaB 001MK YeoBeKa, pasopBasia pyoarl-
Ky U [poBeJia pyKou Hajl rpynablo. Pe3eps n3opBaH, Bce CHIMTHIE
KYCOUKHM BHOBb MOPBaHbl U HACTOJBKO MEJIKO, YTO CHIMBATh MX
Oecrosnie3Ho. Y MeHs 0CTajiach YeTBEpPTh pe3epBa, STOr0 Majo,
9TOOBI BEPHYTh €My CO3HAHHUE, HO JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI ylIepKaTh
B HEM kM3Hb. OTKPbLIIACh BOPOHKA M B KOMHATY BOIIUIM Maru. 5
oOepHysach Ha HUX. He gymana, 94to OHU IPUAYT.

—YT0 HYXHO AeaTh!-BCTPEBOKEHHO CIpOCcK M3mymir.

—I[lonepxwure ero.-6pocuna s, cocpenotaunBas cuty. [llaten
00XBaTUJI HOTY MapHsl, a OIOHJVH MPHXKaJl ero TUIeYH K MoCTe-
m. Co3aaB cpepy U3 OCTAaTKOB COOCTBEHHOW Maruu, Me/IJIeHHO
nomecTuia eé B Mara. OH BBITHYJICS M OTKpPbUI IJ1a3a. Pamyxka
nepenIach U3 cepo-roayooro B candupoBblil LIBET U BEpHYA
NIPEKHUM OTTEHOK. Pacripenienus sHepruio no BCEMY €ro Teiy,
yClbllaia, Kak Mar ciesiall CyI0poKHbII BIOX. Mosi Marust uc-
CSIKJIA, U 51 BEPHYJIACh B MPeXHee 00INIMe MAJICHbKOTO JIPAKOH-
YMKa.

—U uto Ham Teneps Aenats ?-npoperyai Jlorapa. A kinannyna
3y0aMu, HO BCE ke YCTAaHOBWJIA C HUIMU MEHTAJIbHYIO CBSI3b.

—[lonnepxuBaiiTe ero COOCTBEHHOM Marve, Kak TOJIBKO 5 Ha-



Oepy IOCTaTOYHO SHEPTrUH, CMOTY YaCTHYHO BOCCTAHOBUTDH €rO
pe3epB. —Ha TOT pa3 Marv He CTaJIM CIIOPUTH, a MPOCTO CJIENIAN
TO, UTO 5 CKa3ana. {1 jxe BhIOpaiach BO IBOP M JieTJIa Ha JIEPeBo,
9TOOBI OBICTpEE UepIaTh SHEPruio U3 Mpuposl. He 3Halo, Kak 310
OOBSICHUTD, HO Sl OU€Hb X0UY, YTOOBI AJIBINC MPUIIENT B ceOsl, He
X04y, 9YTOOBI OH yMep, IIPY TOM, 4TO s OblIa psigom. He 3nato, BO
YTO BBSI3QJICS TOT IJIYIIbIA CAMOHA/ICSTHHBIN Mar, HO MHE XOUeT-
cs1, 4TOOBI OH Mepexkui 3Ty Houb. OHA CTaHeT /JIs1 Hero peliam-
mieid. B moroHe 3a ’KHU3HBIO, HA TPaHU CMEPTH, OH 00sI3aH HAUTH
B ceOe cutbl U BepHYThes. [IpocTo 00s13aH!



5 rimaBa

Mar nepesxui1 Houb, HO B CO3HaHUE TaK U HE BepHyJcA. Mbl
TPY JHSA U JIB€ HOYM 110 OYE€pEI BIMBAJIM B HETO SHEPTHIO, HO
JieJla C pe3epBOM OCTaBaIMCh Hen3MeHHbl. HykHO ObLIO YTO-TO
JeJ1aTh, HO MOMX CHJI MIOKA XBaTaJIo JIMIIb Ha TO, YTOOBI YIEPKU-
BaTh HEPTUI0 BHYTPH HETO, YKPEIUIsis ero CBOe COOCTBEHHOM.
STO OYEHb BBIMATHIBAJIO, U B NEPEPhIBaX, KOrja 3TUM 3aHUMA-
JIUCB €r0 APY3bs, s MOYTH BCeraa cnaia. bouia u eme onHa mpo-
67eMa, MoKa Maru He 3afaBajy BorpocoB. Kak u s, oHu nepe-
KB 32 KU3Hb AJIbMCA, HO KOI/Ia OH NMPUIET B ce0s, B UEM 5
Obl1a yBEpeHa, MeHs1 KAET JOMPOC, U IPOCTO TaK OHHU HE OTCTa-
HYT. A 3HAUUT, MHE MPUIETCS pacCcKasaThb MpaBay O ceOe, XOTs
Obl YacTh, BOT TOJIbKO... Kak oHM BoCpUMYT TO, 4TO sI-(hakTH-
YECKM JIETeH/1a U1l HUX, COLLE/IIas CO CTpaHuL KHUT. [l npa-
KOHOB TPOIIUIO HE TaK MHOTO BPEMEHHM C TOsIBJICHUs1 Oapbepa,
JU1sl Hac BpeMs Ha [parHaitte Tedet no-apyromy. [lis monen xe
NPOILIA BEeKa, U Hallle CYILECTBOBAHME OHU CUUTAIOT JIUIIb BbI-
JyMaHHOM CKa3KoW. Pacckaxu s1 UM NpaBy, 4TO OHHU CHEJIAl0T?
W3menuT 11 AnbIuc CBOE OTHOLLIEHUE KO MHE? Borpockl pou-
JIMCh Y MyTAJIUCh B TOJIOBE, IPOrHAB MX, OTKpbLIa r1a3a. ConHie
YK€ CKPBLJIOCh 32 TOPU30HTOM, BO3YX CTaJI CHIPHIM U MPOXJIAJI-
HbIM. [lopa Bo3Bpaniarscs B oM. CIIpbIrHYB, HOAJIETENA K OT-
KPBITOMY OKHY M, II0Kasl KOI'TSIMH, ITPOIILIa B KOMHATy Mara. V13-
MYWJ1, 3aMETUB MEHsI, TOKAYHYJICS U B3SJICS PyKOM 3a rosioy. 5



NpUHsJIa OONMMYKe AEBYIIKY M OKyTajla AJIbKCa CBOEH Marueu.
OTBEpHYBIINCH OT MaroB, ceja Ha Kpaid kposatu. C HUMU 51 HE
o0I111a71ach, 1a 1 OHU HE TOPEJIU KeJTaHUeM MOrOBOPUTh CO MHOM.
OHM MpOCTO BBIIUIM U3 KOMHATHI, IPUKPBIB 1BEpb. B komHaTe
CTOSLJT OJIyMpakK. I MoBepHy/ach K Mary, MOANEPEB T'OJIOBY Ofl-
HOH pykou. Ero OGnegHoe NMIIO0 BHIIISIENO YCTaao, OH CHIIBHO
noxyzen. [Ipsivbie OpoBU, BBIPA3UTEIIbHBIE CKYJIBI, 32 STH THU 1
NOIPOOHO pAacCMOTpeSia U 3alIOMHIIIA KAk IyI0 YepTy €ro JMIa.
Benokypele AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CITyTABIIMCh, XAOTUYHO JIeKaJIn
Ha noxyuike. Heckonbko npsifeit ynanay Ha JMLO, I OCTOPOXKHO
B3su1a UX. Ha onynb oHM ObUIM TAKUMU MATKUMH. .. YOpaB X ¢
€ro Jinia, KOCHYJIaCh ThIJIbHOW CTOPOHOM JIAJIOHU €ro 1ieKu. Ta-
KOI XONOAHBIN. .. [TpUKpBIB I71a3a, MOAABUIIA B3I0X U OTBEPHY-
J1ach, CITyIIast TUIIMHY, KOTOPYIO HApYyIIaJIo JIMIIb TUXOe OneHre
ero cepaua. IlpockanupoBaB Mara, IpoBepuJia, YTO OCTaBILIUE-
CSl HUTU Maruv padoTaloT MPaBUJIbHO, MPOBOJsS MOTOKH IHEP-
rud. ObIPKHYB, JepHY/Ia ronoBod. [louemy s HU4YEro He mMory
cliesiath, Belb 51 CaMo CPeIoTOYMe YUCTOM Heprud. Tak nouemy
ceilyac s Tak OecriomornHa!

B ronoBy npuiiia uaes, OT KOTOpoil 1 conporHyJack. Beko-
YMB C KPOBATH, OTIIATHYJACh OT Mara M Blle4aTajach CIIMHOW B
CTOAIIMK Y CTeHBI cTo. { cnsAtuna! JIEpHYB rojoBoy, OTKUHYJIA
BOJIOCHI 32 CIIMHY M OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY. Cieniaid s To, 0 4éM Io-
Jdymaiia, 1 cBoOOJbpI MHE TOYHO He Buath. Ho ¢ apyroii ctopo-
HBI, OCTaBb $I €r0 B TAKOM COCTOSTHMHM, 0OpeKy Ha cMepTh. Ho 6e3
€ro corjiacusi OKOBbl MHE HE CHSATb, 1, €CJIM OH YMPET, 51 OCTAHYChb



3arepTa B TOM MUpe HaBe4HO. .. CKaB KyJIaKH, CTUCHYJIA 3YOBI.
OOepHyBIIUCh HA Mara, HETOJIBUKHO JISKABIIIEr0 Ha TIOCTEIH,
MEJICHHO TOJIoNUIa K HeMy. Byap uto Oyzaer... [Ipunoxus na-
JOHM K €ro Ipyau, 3aKpblia I71a3a U MOCMOTpesia Ha ero HUTH.
[MoTepsBive G1ecK, OHU EPKATUCH JIUIITH HA SHEPTUHA MaroB 1
moeit. [logHecs pyky k ry0aM, BOH3UJIA KJIBIKY B 3aITSICThE U T10-
Mopiuiaack. KpoBb cTpyiikamu noreksa rno koxe. OTKpbIB IJ1a-
3a, HAKJIOHWJIACh K Mary ¥ cxkaJja JajJoHb. ['opsumne Karum Havya-
7 TIajiaTh Ha cyxue ryowsl mapHsa. OJHAKO 3TO ObLIO CIMIITKOM
MEJICHHO, paHa yXKe ycresa 3aTsHYThCsI,  MOsI KPOBb TaK U He
MIPOHUKJIA BHYTPb Mara. BHOBb yKYCHB 3aIisICThe, BTSHYJIA KPOBb
B ce0sl 1, HABHCHYB HaJl MIApHEM, [TOCMOTpeEJa B ero Juio. Xo-
4y CHOBA YBHIETh €ro cepo-ronyooit B3mis! OmycTUB rojioBy,
HAaKpbLIa ero TyObl CBOMMH U BJHJIa KpoBb B Hero. Kak Tojb-
KO OHa OKa3ajach BHYTpPH, SHEPrusl Cpa3y Hayaja CMEIIUBaTh-
csl, IPUTATUBAsI K cebe Marnyeckue MOTOKU, MSTKO OOBOJIaKH-
Basl UX M BOCCTaHaBMBasl. S1 pacKkpbuia COOCTBEHHBIN pe3epB U
MPUHSUIACH CPALIUBATh Pa30pBaHHbIE YyacTu pe3epsa mara. [Ipo-
1IeCC JIONITUI ¥ KPOTIOT/IMBBINA, KaX Iyl HUTh HEOOXOIUMO OBLIO
OIJIeTaTh SHEPruen, yKperuisis e€, 3aTeM COeIUHATh C COCE/IHEM,
MIPY 3TOM CpainyBasi ux Bc€ Tou ke maruei. Ho mocrenenHo pe-
3epB Mara BOCCTAHABJIMBAJICS M €r0 COOCTBEHHAsI, XOTb U cliadast
Marusi OKyThiBaJla BO30OOHOBJICHHBIE CBSI3HU.

[onHOYM 51 MPOBO3MIIACH C ITUM, IPAKTUYECKHU HE ABUTAsICh C
Mecta. MHe yiaaoch BOCCTAHOBHUTD OOJBIIYIO YacTh €r0 pe3ep-
Ba, MIOCJI€ YEro MOsI Marusi MOYTH UCCSIKJIA. 3aKPbIB Pe3epB, OT-



CTyNuUJIa OT Mara, U yCTajio MOCMOTpesia Ha UTOT CBOEH pabOoTHI.
OtmuHO! YV MeHs MOy4YHusIoch U Tereph ero COOCTBEHHAsT Ma-
r'sl BOCCTaHABIMBAET OCTaTKM pe3epBa. 51 ctepna c ryd octaTku
KPOBHU TBUILHOU CTOPOHOI J1afgoHu. [Tapens n3aan ciadblii Xpur
¥ CMOPUIWICS, TIOBEPHYB ToJoBy. BCKOUMB Ha HOTM, BhIOEKaIA
U3 KOMHaThl. Maru, cuzieBIlye Ha JuBaHe, OOEPHYIIUC.

-1, kymna cobpanack!-kpuknyn Jlorapn. -UYto ¢ Anbam-
COM. ..-BBICKOUMB U3 JIOMa, 3aXJIONHYJA JBEPh U MPUCIIOHUIACDH
K Hell CIIMHOM, CyIOpOKHO BBIIOXHYB. Cepaiie OeleHo KOJIOTH-
Jock B rpyau. Yero s tak ucnyraiack? CoBcemM Ha MEHS HE MO-
xoxe. .. OTCTynuB OT JBEPU, MEIJIEHHO MOJOILIA K TPUOTKPhI-
TOMY OKHY B KOMHATEe Mara ¥ OCTAHOBUJIACh PSIIOM, ITPUCITYIIIAB-
IIMCh K OECITOKOMHBIM TOJIOCaM.

—Anbauc. . .-BOCKIMKHY M3Myni. —HakoHel-To Tel mpuIiesn
B ce0s1! —001er4€HHO BBIIOXHYB, TPUCIOHWIIACH TOJIOBOU K MPO-
XJIATHOM cTeHe joMa. BHyTpu kazanock, Bc€ ropeno. —Kak Tel
ceOs1 YyBCTBYEIIIb ?

—Xug...-oro3Basics cnadwlii rosioc mara. —Ho Terno Takoe Ts-
KEJIOE. . .

—Tsl yynom xuB octasncs!-B3goxuyn Jlorapn. —YUro nocnen-
Hee TIOMHMIIb ?-HACTYIWIA TUIIMHA, KOTOpasi IaBWia Ha MEHSI.
Sl xmana ero oTBeTa, CIBINIA, KAK YCKOpsieTCs OMeHue cepria.
[larnyB Briepén, OCTOPOKHO 3arfisHy/1a B okHO. [lapenb cunen
Ha KpOBaTH, ONIEPEBIIMCH CITMHOM Ha MOAYIIIKH, & €T0 APY3bsi CTO-
SUTM TIO pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

—Or1yHIUTeIbHBIN PBIK. . .-MEJIEHHO MPOTSIHYJI Mar, MPUKOC-



HYBIIUCh PYKOW K BUCKY. —/ TUTAHTCKYIO T€Hb, 3aK PHIBILIYIO Me-
H# OT ynapa. [lotom HacTynuiIa TEeMHOTA. . .- OO, 3AKOHYMIIA 5
3a Hero. Benp ucrnpitana nogoOHoOe, XOTs M HEe Tak CHJIbHO. Maru
Momyand. OH He TOHSUI, YTO 3TO OblIA $1, IaXke He OCO3HAJI, UTO
3aKpbUIO ero oT ynapa. HaBepHoe, Tak paxe syudre. S ynsiOHy-
JIaCh CBOMM MBICJISIM U, OTBEPHYBIIKCh OT OKHA, IPUKPbLIA [J1a-
3a. Yroiku ry0 ApOrHy/Iv U, TIPUHSIB 0OINYMe MaJIEHbKOTO Jpa-
KOHYMKA, B3MaxXHYJ/1a KPbLIbsIMHU.

—A 4TO C IpaKOHOM ?-CITIPOCHJI Mar U B €ro rojioce Mociblia-
JICh TPEBOKHBIE HOTKU. MHE HY’KHO BOCCTAHOBUTb CUJIbl, O HEM
Tenepb Mo3adoTATCS ero Apy3bs. Baneres, ycrpemMunach B TEM-
Hoe He0o, HO KpaeM yxa ycJbliaia cyxoi orseT Jlorapaa.

—C Hell BCE B MOpsIIKE.

[Tpouuta Henenst, AnbAUC MONPaBUICS, HO Maru 3arpeTuiv
€My BBIXOUTb U3 JoMa. Sl ke, Kak U paHblile MpsTaiach B cauiy,
B BETBAX JI€PEBbEB. Mar HECKOJIbKO pa3 BBIIVISbIBAT U3 OKHA,
HO Jlorapn HaJIOXWI 3aKJIsATHE HA JIOM U TIApeHb ObLT HE B CH-
Jlax MepecTynuTh nopor goma. Kax/plil JeHb OH BBICTABJISAT HA
MOIOKOHHUK MMCKY C MSICOM, HO 5l HU pa3y He MPUTPOHYIAChH
K HeMy. Maru pasymMHO MpoOMOTYaar 000 MHE B TOT JIeHb, pac-
CKa3aB JIMIIIb, YTO IOMUMO HEU3BECTHBIX HAIaJaBIINX, BO3HUK-
Ja «1rycTtoTa» . CBepHYBIIHICH KITyOOUYKOM, Jie’kKasla Ha BETKe, CITy-
mias 1esect JUCTBbl. Tlogymars cTpalliHo, CKOJIbKO 3aIlpeToB s
HapylIuIa 3a 3TU JHU B 3ToM Mupe. HaBepHska, npeiku mpocto
B SIPOCTH, BeJlb 51 HE TOJILKO BMeIIaiach B Cyap0y YesloBeKa, HO
¥ TIOJIeJTIIACh C HUM cOOCTBeHHOM cuitoit. Ecnu 6a0yrika y3Ha-



eT 00 3ToM... § cTrcHYyNa 3yObl U ylapuia XBOCTOM IO CTBOJY
nepesa. Illenku KOpbl OTJIETENN B CTOPOHY. YCIIBIIIAB I11aru, 3a-
Mepia. Te€mas pyka KOCHyJ1ach MOEW YellyHu.

—CHoBa npsiuenbcsA?-s 3aKpbula 171a3a, NbITASICh YTOMOHUTh
KOJIOTSIIIeecs cepiie. —ITo Beb Thl criaciaa MeHsi? TBo# spoct-
HBIA PHIK S CJIBIIIAT. ..-MEJJIEHHO TOJHSB TOJIOBY, OOEpHYJIACh
¥ 3aIisiHyNa B cepo-TonmyOble 11a3a Mara. B Hux He ObUIO CTpa-
Xa WIA COMHEHHUs], OH C TEIIOTOM CMOTpeN Ha MeHs. — Harty-
raj Te0s7-0H TIPOBEJT PYKOW M0 MOEH TojIOBE MEXIy POTraMHu.
bregnocte Ha ero Jymue €me ocraBajach, HO HE3I0POBAs XY-
100a TOCTeNeHHO yxoauiaa. Boiockl ObIIM OMpATHO YOpaHH B
XBOCT U nepeBs3anbl JeHTou. [Tocrou. .. Kak oH okazascs 31aech!
Benp 3akymmHanue. .. f nmpockaHMpoBasia €ro SHEPryI0 U YBUJIE-
Jla HeOOJIBIIION HAIPHIB. 3apblyaB, 3JI00HO TIOKOCWJIACh HA Ma-
ra. Bor uto on tBOpUT! EIE Benp He uzneuwnscs ao konua! Hy
4TO 3a Aypak, BOOOIIe He yuuTcs Ha omuoOkax. Mar yopan pyky
U o0epHyJICsl Ha oM. —Tbl 13-3a 3TOro 3uibes? [TycTsaku.-oT-
MaxHyJIcsl TapeHb. —MHe ObLIO CKYYHO CHIETh B OIMHOYECTBE B
YeThIpex CTeHax.-(PbIPKHYB, 3aKaTWJIA IJ1a3a U CIPBITHYB, MOIIUIA
K JoMy. —T'bl Kyna?-3anpbirHyB Ha MOJOKOHHUK, cefla U o0ep-
HYJIaCh Ha HEro, KMBHYB I'OJIOBOM B CTOPOHY JOMa. A HY Mapiil
ooparao! CkyuHo emy Buute ju! Mar ycMexXHyJICSI U BEPHYJI-
cs1 B AoM. CIIpbIrHYB Ha M0J, MOJOILIA K UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOMY
THE3]ly, KOTOpPOE COOPYIMII AJIsl MEHS MapeHb U3 MOJOTEHEl] U,
MOTOITABIIKCh, JIeTJla, BHUMATENIbHO CJIeisl 3a €ro Mepe/iBUKe-
HUsAMU. OH NOIOMIEN U MOCTaBUII PSIOM CO MHOM MHUCKY C MsI-



coM. —Thl 32 3TU IHU HUYETO HE €J1a, MOellb.~(PbIPKHYB, OTBEP-
HYJIa TOJIOBY. Y MEHsI HET OCTPOU MOTPEOHOCTH B €/Ie, 5 €M JIUIIIb
JUTS yAOBOJILCTBUSI. Mar B3I0XHYJT U, TIPUCIIOHUBIIIUCH CIIMHOM K
CTEHE, CeJl pAJOM CO MHOW. —Thl Be[lb OTVIMYACIIbCS OT APYIUX
JPaKOHOB.-s1 Opochia KOPOTKUI B3IJIsA HA Mara. —BOM IJasa,
oHu Apyrue... Korga Tel CMOTpUIIL HA MEHS, MHE KaXeTCsl, YTO
Thl Bc€ noHuMaelb! [Touemy Thl cHOBa m30eraenib MeHs? Bceé
eI€ CUuTaelllb, YTo s MOTy HaBpequTh TeOe?-Her... $1 Tak He
cuuTao. Thl MPOCTO TIIYMBIA Mar, KOTOPHIA He OepexkeTr ceds u
HE TIEHUT COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb! —ITO Be/lb THl BEPHYJIA MEHS K
KU3HHU, KaK TeOe yIaJoch BOCCTAHOBUTh MOW pe3epB, Be/lb OH
e ObLT pa30pBaH B KJIOUbs 7-Mar MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE U s OTBe-
JIa B3IJISI, JIAIIb YAAPUB XBOCTOM O TIOJI. —3HAI0, 4TO 3TO ObLIa
to1. Hu M3myw, Hu Jlorapa He criocoOHBI Ha Takoe. A emg s
YYBCTBOBAJI TBOM MPUKOCHOBEHHSI M Marvio BHYTpU MeHsl. Thl
BOCIIOJIb30BAJ1aCh CBSI3bI0 HAIIETO KOHTPAKTa?-1 KOPOTKO KHUB-
HyJsa. —Criacu0o!-yapIOHYJICS Mar U TPUABUHYJ KO MHE MUCKY. —
U BCE ke moelnb, nHauUe ocnadeelib U CTaHelIb ellé MeHbIIIe. -5
I'POMKO (DBIPKHYJIA U IEMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJIACh OT HEro. —
He nyiics.-napeHp 3amomyai, gymasi O YEM-TO CBOEM, a 3aTeEM
3akanuisicsi. O0epHyBIIUCH, yOeuIach, 4To OH B nopsiake. OH
TIO/THSLT PYKU ¥ ¢J1a00 yIBIOHYJICS. —BCE XOpOI110. —1 KOTO OH TIbI-
Taercst 0OMaHyTh. OBIPKHYB, OTBEPHYJIAch. [10MHSAB XBOCT, IMO-
JBUHYJIA MUCKY Y MPOIJIOTHJIA HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB Msica. —Mo-
JIofen ! -pajIoCTHO OTO3BAJICA Mar M NMoAHsuIcA ¢ noja. OcraBuB
TapeJsKy MycTou, OOJIM3HYJIACh U TTOBEPHYJIach K HeMy. Yemy oH



Tak paayercsi... Kakoi sxe oH Bcé-Taku crpaHHblid. Ho B ero ria-
3aX 3aKETCsA UCKPALIMICA OTOHEK, BIIEPBBIE 3 TO BPEMs, KaK OH
pUIIEN B ceOsl.

PazBepHyBIlIKMCh, Mar HampaBWiICsS B CBOIO KOMHary. OctaB-
IIKCh B OAMHOYECTBE, MOJIOXKKJIA TOJIOBY Ha Jambl, CMOTPsl Ha
MPUKPBITYIO ABEPb. 3a OKHOM TIJIe-TO PSJOM IPOTrPEMEN IPOM.
Bzapornys, obepHynach Ha OKHO. SIpkasi BCHBIIIKA MOJHUU
OCBETWJIa KOMHATy. [IBepb THXO CKpUIHYJIA, U 51 TOACKOUYMIIA,
MOBEPHYBIUIMCh Ha 3BYK. AJIbAUC MaxHYJI MHE PYKOMH, MOA3bIBas
K ceOe. be3 konebannii Opocuiack K HeMy, IPYach B €ro HOTax.
OH ycrokavBaoIie MpoBE JIaI0HbIO 10 MOEH CIIMHE U TTPUKPBLIT
JIBEPb.

—I"po3bl ucnyranach?-s (pbIpKHYJa, HO TPOMKHUI pacKar rpo-
Ma, 3aCTaBUJI B3IPOTHYTh M BkaThcs B mojl. —He Ootics, 3/1ech
TeOe H1uUero He yrpoxkaet. [Ipeirail Ha KpoBaTh, BABOEM OydeT
HE TaK CTpairHo!— mogdexkas, 3alphirHy/ia Ha MOCTelb U, TO-
TOITABIIMCh HA MATKOM ojiesiyie, Jieryia. —f He mpoTUB KoMIia-
HUW.-YCMEXHYJICS Mar U CTSHYJT pyOainky. 1 OkuHyJ1a ero B3riis-
nom. Topc napHst ObLT IepeOMHTOBAH, Ha TUIeYe BUTHEICS IIIpaM
or crpeinbl. [IpurHyB rojioBy, BCTpeTHIach C HUM B3IJISIIOM. —
3T0 epyH/1a, He OECIIOKOICs |-Mar Jier B TIOCTEJb U TOTJIaINIT Me-
H# 10 TOJIOBE, a CEPILE 3alEMUIO B IPyAH. —3HACIb, KOTIA Th
criaciia MeHsI, s IOMHIO el Koe-4to... C 1000 OblIa JIeByIII-
Ka?-ToJHSB TOJIOBY, 0OepHyJack Ha Hero. Heyskxenu oH momMHuT!
Horamanca? —Y He€ ObUIM JUIMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH M SIPKHE
u3yMpyaHble r1a3za. [ToMHio, Kak 0Ha 00epHYJIach, U 51 yTOHYI B



e€ B3rage. Kro oHa. . .-BbIIOXHYB, onycTiiia ronoBy. OH He 110-
Hs1. HaBepHoe, 3T0 1 K sydmiemy. —BoT Obl CHOBa yBUJIETH €€.-
B3JIOXHYJI NTapeHb. $1 TUXO (PBIPKHYJIA U CBEPHYJIACh KITyOOUKOM.
['ynblil MaIbUMILKa, OH YyThb HE MOTUO B TOT JIeHb, €1Ba BbIKUJI,
a BCE, 4TO €ro ceyac BOJHYET, TaK 3TO HE3HAKOMKA, O KOTOPOM
OH HUYEro He 3HaeT! BcE-Taku 1oy CTpaHHbIE CYIIECTBaA. . .



6 ri1aBa

V710BUB €Ba pa3InuMMblid B TUILIMHE IIOPOX, OTKPbLIA IJ1a3a
¥ TIOAHSJIA TOJIOBY. Mar cTosis1 CIMHOM KO MHE, HaJieBasi YEPHYIO
TYHHKY C 3aKaTaHHBIMU IO JIOKOTb pyKaBaMH 1 30JI0TOM BBIIINB-
koil. B¢ nake cosHile He MOIHSIOCh, a OH yxke Betal... Cnaa-
KO 3€BHYB, IIOTSAHYJIACh U, PACIPAaBUB KPbUIbSA, Pa3Msjia MBILILIBL.
[Tapenb oOepHYJCs, ¥ Ha ero rydax nmosiBUIach yJIblOKa.

-5 Teds pazOyawmI, mpocTy.

XOTb Mar u yiplOajicsi MHe, s 4YyBCTBOBaJIa €ro BHYTPEH-
Hee HanpshkeHre U OECIOKOMCTBO B I71a3ax. YTO-TO CIy4nIoch?
MaxHyB pyKO#, OH BbILIE U3 KOMHAThl M HAIIPABUJICA K JIBEPU.
N xyna ero onsATh HeJierkas MOHECA B TAKOW PAHHUM Yac, YTO
’K eMy Ha OIHOM MecTe-TO CHOKOWHO He cuauTcs? CockouuB ¢
KpoBaTu, 0OOrHajla ero U mperpaania J0pory y caMou JIBepH,
THXO 3apblyaB. —MHe HyXHO BO BOpell.-s1 (PBIPKHYJIA, HO C Me-
cTa He cBUHYJach. EIIE oHa CThIYKA ¢ MaraMy WA «ITyCTOTOM»
U JJake 5 He cMory cractu ero! Heyskenu 3ToT riiynel He OHU-
MaeT? BHAB MoeMy cTporomMy B3IJISy, TAPEHB OITYCTUIICA Mepe-
70 MHOH U TOTSIHYJ PyKy K Moei rosose. f kianHyna 3yoamu
U BbicTaBuiia pora. CBOMMHU JIackaMu MeHs He 3a100pulib! —51
JOJDKEH TIOWTH, Y MEHsI €CTb 00SI3aHHOCTH, KOTOPbIE 51 BHIHYX-
aeH ucnonHATb. He BonHyiics, co Mo OyayT Jlorapa u Uzmy-
WIIL.-51 TPOMKO (bBIPKHYJIA, MOKHO ITOJyMarb OHU YEM-TO CMOTYT
NIOMOYb. B mporuiblii pa3 4yTh caMu He MOruoIH, a YK 3alUTHTh



ero u nogasHo. —[Iponycru, Ped!-ycipimas kKiIndky, KOTOpyIO
JaJl MHe Mar, OpOocuJia Ha HEro THEBHBIN B3IJIS U B3JIETEB, yAa-
pUJIa XBOCTOM MO MaKyIIKe. —XO0pOIIO-XOpo1lo, NoHsL1. MM Te-
0e He HPaBUTCS.-s1 BHOBb OIYCTHJIACH NIEPe/l ABEPbIO, HaOMoaast
3a TeM, KaK Mar pactupaet yimuoneHHoe Mecto. Co3aB HeOOb-
11yio cepy, OTTOJIKHY/IA MapHs OT MOpPora, MPUKOBala K Kpec-
Jy 1 3a0JIOKMPOBaJIa €ro MOTOKM Maruu, YToObl He MBITAJICS W3-
6aBUTbCA OT MoMX 4Yap. ITycTh cuauT nomMa, MHE MeHble 3a00T
Oyner! 3anpbirHyB Ha psIOM CTOSIIMI JMBaH, JIerya, OMYyCTHB
rosioBy. TummHa ¥ MOKOM, IPOCTO NMpeKpacHo! Mar HECKOIBbKO
MUHYT NOBO3WJICS B KpecCie, a MOTOM 3aTuX. YyIHEeHbKO, MOKHO
IIPOJOJIKUTh YTPEHHUM COH . —[lociy1naii, Tl HABEPHSKA HE 3HA-
elllb, KaKk 00CTOAT Jiesia B TaCMUHCKOW MMITEPHH, HO BCE OYeHb
w10xo0. «IlycTtoTs», KOTOpbIE T BUJEJA, MOSBUINCH [1BA/ALIATDH
JIET Ha3a/l ¥ C TeX MOop, Halll MUP MOCTENEHHO, HO HEOTBPATUMO
ymupaer. Marusi craHoBUTCsl BCE Oosiee HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMOW U
JaJIeKO He KaK/IbIi YeJIOBeK MOXET MCIOJb30BaTh e€, He yOuBast
ce0s1. Toraa Mmneparop MpUHSLT pelieHne, o CO3JaHu AKae-
MUH Maruw, rje JIoeH, CyMeBIIMX 00y31aTh B cede Maruio, 00y-
YaJIM KOHTPOJIIO HAJ] SHEPTUer U 3aKpbITUIO ITyCTOT.— s BHUMA-
TEJIbHO CJIyIlIajia Mara, HO He nojlaBajia BUja. -MeHs otnanm 1y-
12 B IECATH JIET, KaK TOJIBKO OTEI] OOHAPYKHJI MOH CIIOCOOHOCTH,
a Jepes JBa rofa s y3Hasl, YTO OH MOTrH0 Ha 3aaHNU, 3aKpbIBast
OYEPENIHYIO ITYCTOTY.— MOIHSAB I'OJIOBY, IOCMOTPEJIA B JIMLIO Nap-
Hs1, HO OH OTBEJI B3IVISA/1 CMOTPS Ky1a-TO B CTOpOHY. —[1o okoHYa-
HHIO BOCBMUJIETHETO 00yuYeHus, (GOPMUPYIOTCSI OTPSI/IBI U3 BBI-



MYCKHUKOB U Oojiee CTapiimx MaroB. $1 monaia B KOMaH.y, rie
MO3HAKOMMJICA cHavdajia ¢ I3smyunom, a notom ¢ Jloraponom. Hac
CTaJIM TOCBUIaTh HA 33JJaHUs: KaK TOJILKO OTKPbIBAJIACh «ITyCTO-
Ta» MBI OTITPABJISUTUCH B TO MeCTO. OTPsIbl COCTOSITA U3 JIeBATH
YeJIOBEeK, HO COCTaB MOCTOSTHHO MEHSUICS, TIOTOMY, KaK HU OJJHO
3a7aHue He oOxomuioch 6e3 keptB. [lycrora MO0 BHITATMBANA
BCIO Maruio 13 4eyioBeKa, 3a0upasi ’KM3HEHHbIE CHITBI, TUOO COO0-
CTBEHHAsI Marus 4eJjoBeKa CXOAuiIa ¢ yMa U OYKBaJIbHO pa3phbl-
BaJia ero u3HyTpu. Yepes qBa roga MeHs Cleaar KOMaHIuPOM
OTpsAAA, a eI Yepe3 Iofi IEPEBENN B IIUTHBIN OTPAL IMIIEPATO-
pa BMecTe ¢ apy3bsiMu. Ho korjia st okazasicst mpuOIvmKeH K Ko-
pOHe, TIOHSLT, YTO UMIIepaTop 3a00TUTCS BOBCE He O Orare Hapo-
na, a cBoéM cooctBeHHOM. OH nockuian M3mynna 100sBaTh eMy
JPAaKOHOB, KOTOPBIE YMUPAJU MTOUYTH KX IBII MECSII. —sI BCIIOM-
HWJIA JIPSIXJIOTO CEJOr0 CTapvKa C MOTYXIIUMU OJie/THO-KENThI-
MM TJIa3aMH ¥ KPUBO# YXMBUIKOW. OT HEro U BIPaB/y UCXOMIA
TsDKenasi, s1 OBl JJake cKasaja OoJbHasl SHeprus, HO TOraa s He
npuaia 3ToMy 3HaueHue. —l ¢ Tex mop, Kak s Momnaji B «3JUT-
HBIi» OTPsiJ, BCE HAIM 33JaHUs 1O 3aKPHITHUIO «ITYCTOT» OTO-
IIJTY Ha BTOpPOW TuIaH. MHOTHe TOBOPWIIM, YTO UMIEePATOp TPO-
HYJICSI yMOM, ¥ OH TIPEeC/IeIOBaJI JIMIIb OJJHY HaBSI3YMBYIO UJICIO!
['maBHOW HarIel 1esblo OBUIO OTHICKATH CepIIle ApaKoHa!-yCIibl-
IIaB CJIOBA Mara IMoICKo4YmJIa ¢ Mecta. Mar oOepHyIcs, opakeH-
HbIIA Moel peakieri. KpoBb 3acTydana B BUCKax, a Cepile CU-
JIJIOCHh TPOJIOMUTH pedpa. OTKyna JToasM U3BECTHO 00 3ToM?!
W 4dt0 XyXe BCero, OHM IBITAIOTCS €T0 OTHICKATh. .. MBICIIH B TO-



JIOBE POWJIMChH U IMYyTaJMCh, 51 AEPHYJIA TOJIOBOM MBITAsICh YCIIO-
KOUTh MeJbKaouMe B rojose goraakud. Cama He 3aMeTuiia, Kak
SHEpPrusl Hauyajla CKaruiMBaThCsl BOKPYT MEHsl, OTYEro BO3/1yX 3a-
VCKPWJICS, IEPETIOTHEHHBI Marven. AJIbUC UILET 3TOT KAMEHb,
a 51, KaK ero JApakoH JIOJDKHA Oy/y 3alllMIIaTh ero OT BCEro, YTo-
Obl OH He 1morud, oOpeKasi MeHs1 Ha CKUTaHus B Mupe Jofei.
Yro ecnu MHE NPUIETCS CpaKaThCsi TPOTUB CBOEW ceMbH. .. Her!
WM He nocratk ero, HUKoraa! TombKo UCTUHHBIN IPAKOH MOKET
BOCITIOJIb30BAThCSl KPUCTAJLJIOM, HO M 34 3TO MPUAETCS IUIATUTh
HeManylo eHy! Hu onvH 1pakoH U3 MX MHUpa HE CMOXKET yKa3aTh
MyThb K CEP/ILY, JUIIb BBICIIIMM U3BECTHO €T0 MECTOHAXOKICHHUE.
Ero cuna caumIlKOM BeJMKa, JaKe CTapEeUIINHbI HE UCTIONb3YIOT
ero, 0OsSICh MOCTEACTBHI €r0 Marvu. 3HAYUT, JIIO/ISIM €ro He JI0-
CTaTh, U Mar HE CMOXET. ..

—Tuile, MaJbllliKa, YCIOKOKCS | -yCIbIIIaB TOJIOC TapHsl, MO/I-
HslJIa Ha HETO IVla3a U cepiue €KHYJIO B Ipyau. Mar Bxaics B
COMHKY Kpecya, K KOTOPOMY $1 €ro MpUKOBaJIa, MbITAsICh OTAA-
JIMTHCS OT UCKPSAIIENCS U 3/IaBaBIIel Tpeck roimyoou cgepsl. 51
noTepsijia KOHTPOJIb HAJl SHEpruen... MeTHyBIIMCh BIEPEN, OT-
TOJIKHYJIA €€ XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY. IIpoMYaBIIMCh B HECKOJIBKHUX
CaHTUMETpax OT JIMIAa Mara U pa3douB OKHO, OHA BbLJIeTesa BO
JIBOP, BIEUYATABIIUCh B CTBOJI OJJHOTO M3 JepeBbeB. [lapeHs 00-
JIETYEHHO BBIIOXHYJ, 51 OTJIeTeJla OT HEro U, paccesiB 00e3/1BU-
’KMBaIOIIKE Yaphbl, OMyCcTUIach Ha AuBaH. Ha mecre, rae s nexa-
JIa, Marvsi MpOXrJia TKaHb, OCTABUB TIOYEPHEBIIINE OrpyOeBIe
Kpas. DMOLUHU B3sJIM BBEPX, U SHEPIUs BBIIUIECHYIACh HAPYKY,



Kakoit nmo3op! Yemy mens yunsa 6adymika! Hukorna e monna-
BAaThCs1 YyBCTBAM, OCTABJISAITh Pa3yM XOJOAHBIM M PACUETIMBBIM.
[Mocne Toro, Kak monaia Ha 3eMJTI0, TOJIKO IITYTIOCTH COBEPIIIAIO
Y HapyIlalo BEeKOBbIC 3aKOHBI MTPEAKOB. XOpolla HACIETHHUIIA. . .
AJTbITUC MEJJIEHHO TMOJIONIEN KO MHE U OITYCTHJICS HA KOJICHH, TThI-
TasiCh 3aIVITHYTh MHE B I71a3a. B3m1s11 MeTascs u3 CTOpOHbI B CTO-
POHY, CTpax CKOBaJI BCE Tesio. Y3Hail 6abymika 00 3TOM U OHa
CaMOJIMYHO OTIIPABUT MEHSI 0OPATHO B MUP JIIOJICH, HE ITyCTUB Ha
ropor coOcTBeHHOro joma. 1 naxke eciv s 30aBIIOCh OT KOH-
TpakTa, 310 Oyaer Oecnionie3Ho. OHa He MmoxajieeT MeHs U, UTO-
Obl COXPaHUTh CEKPETHI pojia, MOKEPTBYET BHYUKOM. JI0Ooi Ha
e€ MecTe MOoCTYNII Obl TaKkKe, M 51 UX TIOHMMAIO, HO YTO Xke Oy-
net co MHou! JlpIxaHue y4yacTUiIOCh, MHE HE XBaTajlo BO3[yXa,
U g 4yBCTBOBAJIa, KaK NAHMKA HAKPBIBAET C roloBOU. Beé 310
ommoOKa, onHa OoJpnas omuoka! 9 He nomkHa Oblla OKa3aTh-
csl B 9TOM MHUpe, £... OUIyTUB TeIuible pyKH, KOTOPBIE TTOAHSITH
MEHsI ¥ IPHKAJIM K IIMPOKOK IPYM, B3APOTHYJIA U TOJHSIA IO-
7oBy. Mar GepexHO OOHsT MeHs, CH/sS Ha Moy y auBaHa. Ot
HEOXMJAHHOCTH S 3aCThLJIa, ¥ BCE MBICIIM TOKUHYJIH To10By. OH
MOJTYaJI, IPOCTO OOHMMAJI, He TOBOPSI HU cJloBa. S crbliasna 6u-
€HHUE ero cepiiia, YyBCTBOBaJIA POBHOE JIbIXaHHUE, U MHE BIPYT
CTaJIO TaK CMOKOHHO. Bce cTpaxu yneTydusnch ¥ HampsiKeHue
yuuio. $1 BEIIOXHYA ¥ TPUKasach K HEMY.

—Tw1 kak? [oneryano?-oH B3BOJIHOBAHHO MOCMOTPEI Ha Me-
Hs. 5] TKHYJIa HOCOM €ro JIaJIOHb, M OH pa3XaJl 00bsATHS, OITYCTHB
MeHs Ha AuBaH. OOepHYBIIKCH HA TTPOXKKEHHOE MECTO, MOYyB-



CTBOBAJIa CTHIJ] M OIyCTUJIa rojioBy. -He nepexkuBaii, 4to-HuOyIb
IIPUIYMAI0, 3TO EPYH/IA!— OLIYTUB BCILIECK MAarv, MIOBEPHYJIACH
Ha MCTOYHMK PSJIOM C JABEPbI0. AJbIUC 0OEpHYJICS, TIPOCIICIVB
32 MOMM B3II10M. Bo3/yx 3arckpuiics u Havau crymarbes. Ye-
pe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI 00pa3oBajiach BOPOHKA, U3 KOTOPOM
Boiest Jlorapa. OH OKMHYJ B3IVIAAOM KOMHATY U 3aJ€pKaJics
Ha Hac.

—Aupauc, Kakoro... ITouemy Tel JO cux nop 3aeck! 4 nmoutn
JecATh MUHYT JepsKasl OPTaJl U3 TBOETO 1BOPA, a KOIa Thl TaK
Y HE MOSIBWIICSA, MOMBITAJICA OTKPBITh APYrOM, U3 TBOETO JOMA.
Ho mHe He ynaBanoch mpoOUThCs, OYATO YTO-TO OIOKMPOBATIO
Y HE IMPOIYCKAJIO MEHS.-MOsI SHEPrus Mojasiisjla €ro Marvio u
MIO3TOMY OH HE CMOT IIEPEHECTUCH CIofia. TONBKO KOT/a s MOJIHO-
CTBIO BepHYJIa ce0e KOHTPOJIb, EMY yIAJIOCh BHICTPOUTH TIOPTAJL.
Hymaio, Anbayc Toke 10rajiajcs, HO IpoOMoJTyall, MOJHSABIIUChH
Ha Horu. -Mném, uMrepaTop TEPIEHUEM HE OTJIMYAETCSA, Thl ke
3Haelllb!-1IapeHb KUBHYJI U NIOAOLIEN K Jlorapmy.

—CKopo BepHyCbh, He CKy4ail!-OmoHANH (DBIPKHYIT U pa3Bep-
HYBILIKUCh, BOLIEN B TejenopT. Ocrarbes goma? A eciii 3TO XO-
Js4yee Helopa3yMEHUe BHOBb HATKHETCSA HA MaroB WM "IycTo-
Ty"? Jla ¥ nOoMa cueTh OJHON COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh, MOITOMY
CIIPHITHYB C JMBaHa, MOA0EeXasla K BOPOHKE U MPBITHYJIA CJIEAOM
3a AJIBIUCOM.

Bl U3 BOPOHKH, TpsAXHyJa rojoBou. DHeprus Jlorapna
MHE He HpaBUJIaCh, U Yepe3 Ero BOPOHKHU MTPOXOAUTH ObLIO Kpaii-
HE HEMPUATHO. YJIOBUB UyXKOM 3allax ¥ pblYaHUE, OTKPbUIA IT1a-



3a, YBUJIEB Tiepe/l COOON KOPUYHEBbIE HAYMIIICHHBIE CATIOTH, SIB-
HO He NpUHAJIexKanme AJbIUCY. YBEpHYBIIMCh OT IIMIACTO-
'O XBOCTa, IOAHAJIA TOJIOBY M BCTPETUJIA YCMEXAIOIIMICS B3IJISA]
umneparopa. OH IPUCTATILHO, C HE3JOPOBBIM MHTEPECOM JI0CKO-
HaJIbHO paccMaTpuBai MeHsl. [loexuBimce, OTCTynuia, Cibliia
c3aau rosioc mara. M3-3a TpoHa crapvka MEIJIEHHO BBIILIEN STH-
TApHBIN JIPAKOH C TOAMNAJIBIMU ITATHAMU. YTPOXKAIOUIE pa3Maxy-
Basi XBOCTOM, €r0O SIPOCTHBIE I71a3a MPOKUTaIN MeHs. BricTaBuB
CHHUY Pa3IBOSHHBIN S3bIK U3 TIACTH, OOHIOXAJ MEHS1, IPUHUMAS
32 yy’Kaka u yrposy. JIpakoH puKuMaJl MEHs K CTEHE, OTAAIIAA
oT AJpauca, 51 ke MOKOPHO nsATwiIack. Hamany Ha umneparop-
CKOTO JIPaKOHA, Y MOMNAJET HE TOJIbKO MHE, HO U MApPHIO.

—Bame npeBocxomMTenbCTBO, OT30BUTE ApakoHa. OHa He
yrpo3a! He myraiite e€ em€ Oombliie.-s1 MBICTIEHHO (DBIPKHYIIA,
KaK JKe JIIOOU PECMBIKAIOTCS niepes cBouM ummneparopom. Ho B
rojioce Anbyica CKBO3UJIA TPEBOra, HEYKeJl OH HaCTOJIbKO Oe-
3YMEH, UTO MOXET MOKaJIeUnTh JpaKkoHa NOAYMHEHHOro? Eciu
JpaKoH HamaseT, st Oy/my 3alluInaThCsl, He XBaTajlo, 9YTOObl Hepa-
3yMHasl PENTUINS 3allyTMBaJla UCTUHHOIO JipakoHa. I1ycts oH n
Oosibllle MEHS MOYTHU B TPU pa3a, HO MOsI SHEPTUS C JIETKOCThIO
MOIABUT €0 Maruio, €CJiv s 3Toro 3axouy. Ho 3To ToJIbKO B Kpaii-
HeM ciiy4ae, 9YToObl He pacKphiTh cedst! Ecmm nvmneparop 3Haer
0 cep/lie IpakoHa, HABEpHSIKA 3HAET U 00 UCTUHHBIX JPAKOHAX.
4l nepeBena B35 HA Mara, OH METHYJICSI B MOIO CTOPOHY. JIBoe
CTPa)XHUKOB, /IO 3TOr'0 HETIOJBUKHO CTOSIBILIMX Y CTEHbI U HaIlO-
MUHAIOIIMX CTaTyH, B OHO MIHOBEHbE OKA3AJIUCh PSAIOM C Iap-



HEM M CXBaTWJIY €T0 32 PyKH, yAepkuBas Ha mecte. MiMniepatopa
SIBHO TI0320aBHJIa PEaKIysi Mara, ¥ OH C YXMBUTKOW HaOJTI0/Ia 32
Hamu. [Ipy3bsi Mara npuOIM3UINCh K HEMY U 32 HUMHU MTOKOPHO
NIOCJIEIOBAJIM MX JPAaKOHBL. VIMniepaTtop NoaHsII pyKy, M Maru 3a-
MepJIH, JIUIIb Opocast Ha AJbIuca B3IJISIIBL.

—He Gecniokoiics, s1 X04y BCEro JiMIIb y3HaTh, HA YTO CIIOCO-
O€H TBOH JPaKOH.-MPOTSIHYJ CTAPUK U MaxHYJ PyKou. S1 BBITHY-
JIa CIIMHY M, PaCKpbIB KPbUIbs, YTPpOKalOILE 3apbuana. 5 nyma-
JIa, 4TO JPAKOH celvac Hanaja€eT, HO OH OTCTYIWII U, Pa3BEPHYB-
IIMCh, METHYJICS B CTOPOHY Auibanca. Takoro s He oxugana, u
IIPUILIIOCh PEarnpoBaTh OYTH MIHOBEHHO. B3ietes, mpockoun-
JIa MEXJly MaroM 1 IpakOHOM, OTTOJIKHYB BTOpOro. JlpakoH a€p-
HYJI TOJIOBOM M TOZIHSUI HA MEHS SIPOCTHBIN B3N, S omycTu-
JIaCh Ha TOJI ¥ BBIIIUIA BIEPEN, OCTABUB NapHs 3a CIMHOU. [lyma-
€T, 51 MO3BOJI0 TPOHYTh ero? [IpakoH MeIeHHO CTajl OOXOIUTb
HAC, a s HEOTPBHIBHO HaOJ0/1a1a 3a HUM U uMIiieparopom. MHre-
PECHO, KaK YeJIOBEK OTHAET MpUKas3bl ApakoHy? EcTh 1M y HUX
MEHTaJIbHAs CBS3b, C TIOMOIIBIO KOTOPOW OHM 0OIIaoTcsa? XoTs
HE JlyMalo, YTO JIPakoHbI CIOCOOHBI Ha 3T0. Ho Kak apakoH mo-
HUMAET IPUKa3bl UIMIIEPATOPA, XOTA TOT HE TOBOPWJI HU CJIOBA?
[Toka s1 0OtyMbIBaJIa STY MBICTIb, JPAKOH YJIOBUJ MOIO 33/IEPKKY
Y TIPBITHYJ BIEpEA. DTO ObLIO CIUIIKOM OXHUAAEMO, 51 YKJIOHH-
Jlach OT KOTTUCTBIX JIall M HAJIETENIA HA €r0 YelIyn4arylo CIIUHY.
BoOH3MB B HEro KOITH, yKycuia 3a 3arpuBOK. JIpakoH B3BBbLT U
yIaJl Ha CIIMHY, IPYUKKUMasi MEHS K 1oJTy. Y/1apyB 3aJHUMH Jiara-
MM B XHBOT, CIIMXHYJIA MAXUHY C ce0sl 1 iepekarmiack. He mpo-



CTO CPakaThCsl C MPOTUBHUKOM, MPEBOCXOSIIIIUM TeOsI 110 CUJie U
pasmepamu. Moria Obl 51 TPUHSATH HOPMAJIbHBIN pa3Mep, U UCXOJ
9TOM ipaku ObLT ObI petrieH MrHoBeHHO. Cocpenotouncst, Tamud!
Tol Beb yMHeEe U JIoBYEe, BOCIIONb3Yyiics 3TuM. [[pakoH nmprot-
KPBUI TIACTh, U3 KOTOPOH MOKAa3a10Ch Tuiams. TsoKeso japia u
BBITYCKAsl TIAp U3 HO3/IPE, OH, TOBEPHYBIIUCH K AJIBTUCY, BbI-
nycTuB CTONO TuiamMeHu. 1 Opocuack Harepepes, Jarbl CKOJMb-
3WJIM TIO TIONY, s BUJeJIa, KaKk OTHEHHBIE CIIONIOXH OTPAKAIOTCS B
cepo-romyObix rma3ax Mara. He ycriearo. . .| CoOpaB Bokpyr ceOst
JOCTaTOYHO SHEPrHH, OTKPhUIA TIOPTAT U MPHITHYNIA B HETO, TIe-
PEMECTHBIINCH Tepe/l MapHeM. 3aBUCHYB B BO3JyXe, pacKpbLia
KpbUIbs U 3apbluaia. [Tnams Bpe3anoch B BHICTABJIEHHBI MHOIO
6apbep. OH TOKPBUICS TOMYOOU psIObI0, HO YCTOSUT TIOJI HATHUC-
KOM cTUXuH. [IpOHMKHYB B SHEPrHio JIpakOHA, pa3opBajia ero
HWTH, paccesiB Maruio. OH 3aMep Ha MecTe, CMOTpsI MHE B IJ1a3a
¥ JIVIIIb HA JIOMIO CEKYH/IbI, 5 3aMEeTHJIa TPOMETbKHYBIIUIA B HUX
crpax. Kaxercd, oH emi€ He noHsu1, npoTuB Koro mnomen! Cio-
JKWB KPBUIbSI, TSKETBIM MPHIKKOM OITYCTHIIACH HA TION U BCKUHY-
JIa TOJIOBY, CMOTpsI Ha SIHTApPHYIO KpbUIaTylo smiepuity. Terneps
Mo uepen! [lepen rnazaMu mpoMeNnbKHY/IM elle 3aMETHBIE T10-
JyNpo3pavyHble HUTH, COEAMHSIONINE UMIIepaTopa ¢ TPAaKOHOM.
Otmuno! Teneps npurnia Most odepenb 3adaBisitbest! OKpy-
KUB ce0sl SHEpruei, epeHeca CHIy B XBOCT M C pa3Maxy yia-
pujIa UM O KaMeHHbIH noj. OT MOIIIHOTO TOTYKa OT MEHS B pa3-
HbIE CTOPOHBI MOOEKaIU TpeuHbl. OCKOIKYA KAMHEN MOJJIeTeNn
B BO3/YX, O] JaBJI€HHEM SHEPrur. 3apblyaB, MOAHSIA TOIOBY



Y MPUOTKPbUIA MacTh. ICKpbI YMCTOM MPUPOTHOUN SHEPTUH, TO-
JO0OHO TUIAMEHH IPaKOHA HAKATUTMBAJIMCh B TPYAU, OKU/AS BbI-
IUIECKA HapyXy. Bo3yx crycrusics, cTaB TSKEIBIM U IABSIIMM.
JlpakoH, NOYyBCTBOBAB CUJTY, CKAJICS U ME/IJIEHHO OTCTYIIWJI Ha-
3an. Kaxercs, Tenepp JO HEro JIOILIO0, KTO OXOTHUK, a KTO JI0-
Obrya! §1 marHyna BOepén v Mop Jano, Mo ¢ TPOXOTOM Tpec-
HyJ1. XJIOITHYB KPbUIbSIMH, BMUT OKa3aJ1aCh PSAJOM C IPAKOHOM 1
BbIMycTHIIa cTONI0 Maruu. C rpPOMKHUM IITyMOM, [TOXOKMM Ha I1ie-
0eT MIWUIMOHA MTHUII, OH YCTPEMIJICS Ha TPOTUBHUKA U BBICTAB-
JICHHBIY MM ILIWT, HE BblAEPKAJL. [{paKOHa OTKHMHYJIO HA HECKOJIb-
KO METPOB, ITPAKTUYECKU Mapan30BaB. SIpKas BCIIBIIIKA 3aJIH-
Jia cBeToM 3aJ1. PaccesiB sHepruio, NogHsa rojioBy U C BI30BOM
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha MMIIepaTopa. 3a CIMHOW MOCIBIIIAIUCH MOpa-
JKEHHBIE B3[I0XU, [IPUHA/IJIEKABIINE CTPAXKE U JPY3bsIM AJbIuCA,
caM ke OH HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpEJ Ha MeHs1. YOeIUBIIUCh, UYTO Mar
B TIOJIHOM TOPsIJIKE, OIYCTUJIA T'OJIOBY, IOCMOTPEB HA APAKOHA,
MPUKATOro MHOM K nosty. Mmnieparop nogHsijics ¢ TpoHa. Beimy-
CTHB KOI'TH, [TOCTaBWJIA JIAIYy HAa €T0 MOPy ¥ HAaKJIOHMJIACH K I1a-
ctu suiepulibl. 1 310 Bl Ha3biBaeTe apakoHoM? Kakou mo3zop!
CocpenoTounBIIMCh, OThICKAJIA HYXKHYIO HUTh U TIeperuiena ux,
YCUJIUB CBSI3b MEXAY JAPAKOHOM U YeOBEeKOM. MeIeHHO, Mpo-
BeJIa KOI'TEM M0 SHTapHOM velye ApakoHa. CTapuk 3aimmen, u
g nepesesia B3nIsAA. OH MOJHAT MOPLUIMHUCTYIO PYKY U IOTHEC
K IIIeKe, IJie ceiiuac KpOBOTOUMIA HEOOJbINasl POBHASI LApary-
Ha. [Tonyuunnocs. .. imnepatop cMaxHyJ1 KpOBb U YAUBIIEHHO TO-
CMOTpEJI Ha PyKY, 3aMETUB aJIbli criefl. [IouyBcTBOBaB, Kak cTpax



KOJIBHYJI B cep/iiie, 0OepHyJiach Ha Mara. Yero oH Tak ucmyrajcs?
Benp nmneparop cam BeicTaBuI ycinoBue. CIIpBITHYB C APaKOHA,
MOBEPHYJACh K CTpaskHUKaM. OTIycTUB AJbuca, OHU O0eka-
JI1, BBICTaBUB BHepe/l Meuu. U XOTs ux pyKu Jpoxaiu, a 11a3a
OrecTeny OT CTpaxa, OHU HE JIBUTAMCh ¢ MecTa. § dbipkHyna
Y HEPBHO yaapwia xsoctom. Maio? o 3aimy paspascs caaBieH-
HBIM CMEX, 32 KOTOPBIM IOCJIEIOBAIA HECKOJIBKO T'YJIKUX XJIOTI-
koB. OOepHYBIINCh, IOCMOTpeNa Ha umneparopa. M Bripasny,
cyMaciieammii!

—BpaBo! ¥V Te0s1 aeficTBUTENTHHO HEOOBIYHBIA M OUYeHb YMHBIN
JpaKkoH, AJibIucC!-Mar cAepKaHHO KUBHYIL. - YOepHUTe OpyKHe. —
CKOMaH/0BaJl CTApUK U CTPA)KHUKU NOAUYMHWIKCH. S mogonuia K
MapHIO U BCTaJla 3a €ro CIMHY, BbINISIIbIBAs U3-3a HOT. —$1 Xouy
coenath Tede mpeioxkenue, Anbauc! YTo T XOouelb B3aMeH
3TOro JipakoHa?

—IIpocrure.. . ?-BplAaBUI NTAPEHB, a g HanpsArack. Yro 3ay-
MaJl 3TOT MEpP3KUI cTapuKaika?

—TBo¥i IpakoH HEBEPOSTEH U 51 XO4y, YTOOBI OHA CTajla MOEH !
Yro Thl HOCUMTAEHIb paBHOLIEHHBIM 0OMeHoM ? [Tpocu, uTo 3axo-
yelllb. — MOAHSAJA [Ia3a HAa Mara. BeTpeTuBIIvch ¢ HUM B3IJISI-
JIOM, TONbITAJIACh MOHSATh, O YEM OH AyMaer. YTo, eciu y Hero
€CTb 3aBETHOE JKEJIAHWE, KOTOPOE OH XO4YEeT UCTIONHUTB. Benp g
1T HETO HUKTO U HE JIyMalo, YTO OH BBIOEPET MEHBIIee U3 30J1.

—IIpocrure, Baille MPEBOCXOAUTENLCTBO, ITO MPUKa3?

—Her, Bcero b BexamMBasi pochOa.-yIbIOHYICS UMIIepa-
TOP IPUTBOPHBIM I'OJIOCOM. AJIBAUC 3aBEN PYKH 34 CITMHY U CKAJT



UX B KYJIaKH.

—B Takom ciydae, mpoury NpyUHATb MOW BEKJIMBBIA OTKa3. S
HE MOTY OT/IaTh BaM €€ U He X0UY !|-XMBIKHYB, CTAPUK OITyCTUJICS
Ha TPOH M MOJI03BaJI K cebe CBOEro JIpakoHa.

—OueHb Kajlb, YTO Thl HE BOCIOJIB30BAJICA MOMM IIEIPbIM
npenjoxeHueM. B takom ciyvae, yxonure. Bee pacnopsixeHus
4 yxe nepenan Mamywity. —AJbIuc NOKOPHO MOKJIOHUJICS U pa3-
BEPHYBILNCh, MEJIBKOM ITIOCMOTpes1 Ha MeHA. OH 1 IpaBay OTKa-
3ajcs? KuBHYB B CTOpPOHY BBIXOJA, TAPEHb HAIPaBUJICS K TeJie-
NIOPTY, KOTOPBIA OTKpbUT Vi3Mywui. Y camoit BOpOHKH, 51 0OEpHY-
Jlach ¥ MOCMOTpEJIa Ha uMreparopa. BHyTpeHHMI roioc nojacka-
3bIBaJI, YTO OH TaK ITPOCTO HE CACTCH, A TaK U HE CMOIJIA [IOHATD,
YEro OH XOTeJl, HO AyMalo, HaM eIlE NpuIeTcs nepeceuscs. Mm-
NIEPaTOP BbLAEPAKAJ MOU UCTIBITYIOLIVN B3I U AEPHYJT yTOJIKOM
ry0 B KpUBOW yXMbUIKe. PBIPKHYB, OTBEpPHYJIACh U, PACIIPABHB
KPBUIbS, IIPBITHYJIA B BOPOHKY.



7 riaaBa

B BOpoHKe £ o1yTHIIa 4y:KYI0 Marvio, epecTaruBaolyo op-
tasl. KT0-TO X0ueT usmennts tTpackroputo? Heyxenu. .. S norsl-
TaJach BMEIIATHCS, HO TaK Kak 3TO OblTa Marusi He AJpayca, a
W3mywna, HA4Yero He cMoria caenarb. Eciu oHa npuBenér Hac
B JIOBYIIIKY, sI MOTY He YCIeTbh... [IpuHsIB HOpMaJIbHBI OOJMK
JPaKOHA, MOIIIHBIM MMOTOKOM SHEpPruy pa3opBajia HUTH BOPOH-
KM, ¥ OHA BBITOJIKHYJIA MEHS Ha KaKOM-TO IycTeipe. Kak Tob-
KO B3IVISAJ yHaJl Ha MaroB, SIpOCThb MOJIBIXHYJIA C HOBOM CHUJIOW.
VYobio! [lecsTOK MaroB oK pyKuiau AJIbavca 1 ero Apy3eil, B3sB B
TecHoe Koublo. CHOBa T€MHBIE! Ha MOE nosiBiieHue oan oTpe-
arvpoBajiM CTPAaXxOM, HO f MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA KAKylO-TO CTPAHHYIO
sHepruo. Bpemenu paz0uparbcsi He ObLIO U, BBITYCTUB CTOJO
Marvu u3 MacTu, pa3ouia 3aMKHYThIA Kpyr. "Tlnamm" pa3oexa-
JICh TI0 IYCTBIPIO, HE OTXO/ISI JAJIEKO OT MaroB. §I MeJIEeHHO To-
Jonuia K AJbIucy, yIOCTOBEPUBIIMCH, YTO OH B mopsiake. Ka-
xKercs, yeriena...O071eryéHHO BbIJOXHYB, BCTPETUJIA €ro U3yM-
JICHHBIY B3IVIS/, BHUMATEJILHO paccMaTpuBaoiuil MeHs1. Haen
BpeMsi! BIPKHYB eMy B JIMIIO CTPyWKaMu Tlapa, 0OepHy/Iach Ha
BparoB, 3aKkpbiBasi MaroB codou. Jlorapn u Vi3amyui yxe cpaxa-
JIMCh C TEMHBIMH, 3allUINas Moo criuHy. Ha Hac oHu Harlaiath He
OTBaKMBAJIUCh, JIMIIH MEAJICHHO OCTOPOKHO MOAOMPATUCH BCE
omke. B3rsom nomnbitaniack HAWTH UICTOYHUK JAABSIIIEH HETIo-
HATHOM CcuJbl. OHA COBEPIIEHHO OTIMYAJIACh OT YEJIOBEYECKOU,



HO JIOrajJiKa, KOTopasi pUIIUIa B FOJIOBY, 10 1poxu Hanyrana. Ot-
KyZJa 3[€Ch B3ATbCS HICTUHHOMY JpakoHy! Jla u sHepruo cBoux
POZIHBIX 51 IPEKPACHO 3HAI0, 1 OHU CUJIBHO OTJIIMYAIOTCS OT 3TOU.
Pazornas cpopMupoBaBIIyiocs Kydky "miaimei’” eme ogH1um no-
TOKOM Maruu, oYyBCTBOBaIA yaap 1 obepHynach. Kakoii-to oT-
YasHHBIN YEJIOBEK 3AMaxXHYJICS HA MEHS MEYOM, yAAPUB IO KPalo
Kpbl1a. Ha ero yxac ne3Bue pasnerenoch Ha OCKOJIKH, MOSI Ye-
1Iys mpoyHee ux merasuia. [IoqHsAB XBOCT, OTKMHYJIA YEJIOBEKa
Ha HEeCKOJIbKO MeTpoB. He mernaricst moa Horamu. AJbucC aTako-
BaJI HECKOJIBKMX MaroB U OpOCHIICs BIEPE.

—¥YBenu ero orciofa!-kpuknyn Jlorapa, oGepHyBIIMCh HA Me-
Hs1. S ppIpKHYNIa 1 3aKaTuia r71a3a. bes TBoMx mojckaszok pasoe-
pychb! IloBepHYBIIMCh, TOAAIACH BIEPEA U YXBAaTHIIA PBYLIETOCS
B 00I1 Mara 3a BOpOT, TIOJHSIB HAJl 3eMJIEH.

—YTO THI...-Mar AEpHYJICS, HO MOJ MOM I'PO3HBIM PBIK YCHO-
Kowics. S B3MaxHys1a KpbUIbSIMU U, OTTOJIKHYBUIMCh JIAIIAMU,
B3isietesna. Co3aB BOPOHKY B BO3yXe, YCTPEMUIACh BHYTPb, HO
BIPYT TMTAaHTCKAas CETh HAKPbUIA TEJIO. DNEKTPUUYECKUU Pa3PsL
IIPOH3UJI M CKOBAJI TeJIO. S BhIMycTMIA AJbaUcCa U3 TIACTH, U OH
ynaj Ha TpaBy. MeHs ke CeTb IPUKOBaJIA K 3€MJIE B HECKOJIbKUX
Merpax oT Hero. [lapeHb MOgHSIICS ¥ OOEpPHYJICS B MOIO CTOPO-
Hy. K Hemy HaBcTpeuy BblIe Mar B TEMHOM Iu1aie. OH CUIIbHO
XpoMaJl Ha MpaBylo HOTY, a €ro IIall CKpblBaJ ropd Ha CIMHE.
VIMeHHO OT 3TOro 4ejoBeKa UCXOAWIIA TSKEIAass CUJIbHASI SHEP-
rus. beru, nypak! Tebe ¢ Hum He cnpaButcsi! Ho, Anbauc u ¢
MeCTa He CABUHYJICA. TEMHBIN MIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY, CIIPATAHHYIO B



rTyOOKOM KaTIoIIOHe, MOCMOTPEB B MOIO CTOPOHY.
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