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[IIén napenHb Mo IpeMyuemy Jiecy B IOMCKaX XOPOILLEro Jepe-
Ba JIJIA ApoB Ha 3uMy. OKa3aBIIMCh NOJAJIBIIE OT POAHBIX MECT,
OH IpocTo 3a0myauics. VIckan u crapajics BCIIOMHHUTh JOPOTY,
1o Kotopoii on npumén. Ho Bc€ 610 GecrionesHo. Kak gopora
€ero ciojia npuBesa, Tak u nponaia. [TomHus, 4to gopora siBis-
JIach TPYHTOBOM, HO BAPYT €€ He crajo. Ocranack JMIIb AABHO
HE BBITONTAaHHAs TPOIMHKA C KAKUMH-TO CTPAHHBIMU U T'yCTHIMU
3apocisvu. [lapHs 3B Apremuii. OH-TO OBUT HE U3 POOKUX,
MIOTOMY PEIIXJI IOMTU TOM CAMOM JOPOroM, IO KOTOPOW IpH-
IIEJI, OJHOBPEMEHHO HBIPAS B IYCTHIE M OYEHb BBICOKHME TPABHI.
OH BcE EN 1 WEN, NOKa He JIOLIEN JO KaKou-TO siMbl. BHyTpH
OIPOMHOH SIMBI BaJIsUICSl KabaH, KOTOPBIM, IMO-BUAMMOMY, CBa-
yics. OH BaJisICA Ha 3eMJIE U eJ1€ IbIIaJl. APTEMUN CITPBITHYIT



B SIMY, ITOMOT' BBITAIIIUTh 3I0POBEHHOIO KabaHa 1 Mpo ceds To-
aymai: «Bot MHe Kak pa3 u efa OyaeTr», HO He yCIiesl OTIOMHHUTD-
cs1, KaK JKUBOTHOE Ue€JIOBEYECKUM IOJIOCOM B3MOJIUJICS:

— He tporaii mens1, Apremuii. 51 Tebe emie mpuroxych.

[Tapens 3anymaiics: «A 11 4ero oH MHe npuroaurcsa? Passe
9TO JIJIS1 yTOJIEHUSI TOJIOfIa», HO BCE Ke He CTaJl ero TPOorarh, a 00-
padoTa paHy C IOMOIIIBIO TIOMOPOKHUKA (KCTAaTH, 3Ta YHUBEP-
caJlbHasi TpaBa), 3aTeM OTITYCTIJI OeJHYIO JIECHYIO CBUHBIO Ha BO-
mo. Kak kaGaH BcTanm Ha HOTH, ¢ KAKUM-TO CTPAIIHBIM U HETPU-
SITHBIM BU3TOM yOesKaJl TofIajibIlie OT OonacHOCTU. OT TaKOTO BU3-
ra COJIPOTHYJICS BECh JieC. BbUIO OIlyIieHue, 9To 3TOT 3BYK JOXO-
JIAJT I0 CaMBIX TITyOOKUX HEAP 3eMJIM U JI0 CaMbIX JaJIbHUX KPaEB
9TOl MecTHOCTH. Pe3ko crano tuxo. CriepBa B HEKOTOPBIX Me-
CTax MTUIIBI TIEJIM CBOU MECHU MPO Typadyka ApTemusi, KOTOPbIi
M0 CBOEH IJTYMOCTH OCBOOOJUT BEJIMKAHA U TTOMOXKET MPUHIIEeC-
ce BOCCTaTh U3 MEPTBBIX, a IOTOM CaM e MOTryOUT CBOIO IepPEeB-
H10. Ho mapHio-To HeBegoMo ObLT0 00 3TOM 3HaTh. OH Xke He T0-
HUMaJI, O Y€M MOIJIM NeTh NTUllbl. Kak TOMbKO MTUIIBI TPEeKpa-
TWIU TI€Th, HOTHW TIAPHS HavaJId IPOXKaTh, U 3eMJIs 3aBUOPHPO-
BaJia, Kak BO BpeMs pok-KoHuepra. [lapeHs nogyman, 4ro rae-
TO UJIET MYy3bIKATbHBIN (hecTuBasb, Harogooue «Poka Han Boi-
roii», HO oH ommoOascs. Crapasch nepxarbcsi Ha MecTe, Apre-
MUU pelni pa3BeiaTh 0OCTaHOBKY. 3aii/is B caMyIo TIIYIIIb Jieca,
OH OILTWJI HAUCUJIbHENIIIYIO APOKb, KaK YIal Ha 3eMJII0, Ha3a[l
PACKMHYB PYKU U BIEPE BBITSHYB HOTH. Tak OH CHJIEN OKOJIO
MATA MUHYT, MIOKA BCE He peKpaTmiock. Korga cHoBa cTaso tu-



X0, ¥ NTULBl HAYAJIU ME€Th CBOM HOBBIE NIECHU O TOM, YTO 3TOT
Aypaneit pa30yaus IpeBHETO BeJMKaHa, YTO U3-3a TIOPOCTIbEro
BU3ra OH MPOCHYJICSA, ObLT 301 HA BeCh cBeT Oenblil. Wns nanb-
111 CBOeM JOPOroy, MapeHb HaOPEN Ha KaKyI0-TO BETXYIO U IABHO
oOBeTmaTyio n30ymiky. 2Kajb, 4YT0 He Ha KypbUX HOXKKAX.

«Tak, HamoO 3afiTH, TMOMPOCHUTH TIOMOIIM U KaK-HUOYIb Bep-
HYTbCSl IOMOM», IIPOHECIIACH Y HETO MBICIH, KaK JBEPh OT CTa-
poro jiomMa, Kak 1o BOJIIEOCTBY, caMa OTBOPUJIACh. ApTemuii
HEMHOTO TIOJMBUWJICS, HO BCE paBHO BoIen. Boiins, ABeph 3a-
XJIOTTHYJIACh 34 €T0 CIIMHOW, KaK MapeHb OTIPBITHYJ B CTOPOHY,
Y TYT € 3aKIJINCh MHOXXECTBO CBEYEH.

— KT0 31€Ch? — TUXO OH CITPOCHIJI y IYCTOI'O JIOMa U 3aKKEH-
HbIX cBeuell. Ho B OTBeT BCTpeyasa ero THILMHA W 3amax Ka-
KOM-TO CBIPOCTH U 3aTXJIOCTH.

[lapeHp nopoIEN K caMOMy OrPOMHOMY TOJICBEYHHUKY 30J10-
TUCTOTO LIBETa U B3sJ1 €ro B pyKy. OCMOTpeB KOMHATY, OH BIIe-
penu ceOst yBHIEN HAKPBITHIN cTOJ. Ha cTose Kakux TONbKO SICTB
He ObU10. HaunHas oT 3amey€HHON NTyKH, )KapeHOro Tycs ¢ s10-
JIOKAMH, METOM, MEIOBYXOM BMECTO NIUThs1, 3aKaHUMBas Pa3Hbl-
MU cnagocTaMu. OCcMOTpeB NIOMEIIEHUE, OH CEJ 32 CTOJ, CBEYY
C IOACBEYHMKOM ITOJIOZKMJI Ha CTOJT Y ITPUHSLICA 3a Tparie3y. [Tpo-
TepeB PyKH O CBOIO (PpyTOONKY, ApTeMUil MPUCTYIHJI 32 Tpamnesy.
CnepBa noGmxe OOBUHYI K cede TapesiKy C IyKOM, Morpodo-
BaJI €€, 3aTeM COpBaJ )KAPEHYIO LIKYPY OT I'ycs, OIHOBPEMEHHO
chejiast 3eJIEHOTO JIyKa M 3aKyChIBast sI0JIOKaMU, 3aIBajl BCE 3TO
MEJIKOM.



Bapyr nocneiiiancsi Kakou-To CTyK, Kak ApreMuil npekpa-
THJI eBaTh, a MPOCTO 3amep OT crpaxa. OH SBHO MOYYBCTBO-
BaJI Yb€-TO MPUCYTCTBUE 3a CBOEH crinHOW. OOepHYThCS, 3HAYUT,
M0 CBOEW TJIYTMOCTH TMOCTpajaTh. 3aKpbiB I71a3a U ClIeNaB BIOX,
OH BCE ke 00epHYJICs, HO TaM HUKOro He Obuto. Ha ceii pa3 stor
caMmblil 3BYK MOCJIBIIIIAJICS yKe BIepeIn Hero, Bosie nsepu. CHo-
Ba MOMEHTAJIbHO TOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY BIIEPEN, B CTOPOHY IBEPHU.
Ho 1 Tam 6b110 mycToO.

«YT0 32 YepTu KPyTAT MHOM 7», TTOAyMaJl OH U CHOBA TTPOJIOJ-
w1 ecThb. [Toka chean jiyk, 3anvBasi T0 MeJIOBYXOH, B JIOM KTO-
TO BOIIEN. DTOT caMblil HEKTO ObLT 0OJIAYEH B ITIMHHYIO, YEPHYIO
U crapylo MaHTHO. Bolifs, HekTo cMoTpen Ha Hero. IToka ma-
pEHb eJ1 BCEe TPUIACHl YeJIOBEKa, KUBYIIETO B 3TOM JJOME, TOT
YeJIOBEK, OBITh MOXKET, XO3AUH, TUXO OOOMIEN HE3BAHOIO TOCTS
CO CIMHBI M TaK 3acTbUI, Ja0Obl HamyraTh ero. Korma Apremuii
BCE K€ MPeKpaTHI KeBaTh, OH CHOBA 3aMep OT KaKOTr0-TO HEOO'b-
SICHUMOT'O CTpaxa, YTO CIIMHA MOMEHTAJILHO MOKPBLIACh Mypalll-
KaMU, KaK C OTMacKoi 0OepHyJIcs. YBUIEB CTPAHHOTO YeJIOBEKa,
YTO KamioIIIOHOM CKPbIBaJI CBOE JIUIIO, TApeHb PE3KO BCTAJ, SIF0-
JUIIEN MPUCIOHWICS Ha CTOJ, KaK MSATOW TOYKOU Cel Ha KUAKUN
MEI, CBECUB HOI'H.

— B-B-BBI K-K-KTO? — €Jie IIeBeTU/INCh U HEMeJTH TYOBI y map-
HSl.

CrpaHHBII YeTOBEK B Y€pHOM Moa4as. OH MPOCTO TOAOIIENT
K HeMy elié Oike, Kak mapeHb MOYyBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE U MOIII-
HOE€ JIbIXaHWEe 3TOro 4yesioBeKa. ApTeMui, Korga cell 3a MEIOK,



criepBa MoAyMaJl, YTO OT CTpaxa HaJleslal B HITaHbl, HO MO3Xke
BCE K€ JI0 HEro A0IUIO0. PE3KO BCTaB CO CBOEro MecTa, OH MHO-
TOKPATHO M3BUHSLICS MEPE]l ITUM UYEJIOBEKOM 3a TO, YTO PE3KO
BTOpPrcs B Uyxoe BiajieHue. [la eme moen To, 4to ObLJIO MPUTo-
TOBJICHO HaBepHsIKa JUIs 3TOro 4yejioBeka. OOBSCHWII, YTO MOMIEN
B JieC 3a ApoBaMu, U 3a0mymwiics. Jlaxke eciiv U Ha IBOpe JIeTo,
HO OY€Hb CKOPO HACTYNHT XOJIOJHAs 3UMa. A OH caM B JIepEB-
HE KMBET, IJIe HET JIEKTPUUECKOro raza, TOJbKO Meub, TO3TOMY
MIPUXOIUTCS XOIUTh B JIEC 32 ipoBaMu. Ero Koryia-To 3ToMy yqm
oTell.

— Iporry y Bac mpoiieHusi, — YCIIOKOMBIIUCh, TaK TPydo OT-
BETWJI MapeHb, HAXMYPUJ OPOBU U MOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY JIBe-
pH, YTOOBI BHIUTH, KaK OKJIMKHYJI €0 KaKOK-TO JKEHCKHI TOJIOC.

[Mapens cHoBa 3amep. Ho yxe ot ynuBnenus. OOepHyBIIUCH,
OH YBUJIEJI CUMITATUYHOE JIMIIO JEBYIIKH, YTO CHSUJIA CBOU YEp-
HbIM KamoioH. O4yeHb ynuBwics TakoMy Busuty. Ho oqHoBpe-
MEHHO TofiyMas: «BoT KpyTo s monaj. Y MeHs Kak pa3 He ObUIo
ACBYLIKI .

JleBy1ika yapIOHy/Iach €My, a IIOTOM paccMesiiach, KOrja Ia-
PEHb MOIyMall O TOM, YTO XOTeN Obl C HEl TIOCTPOUTh OTHOIIIe-
HUSI, U OHA Ta, KOTopas eMy Muja. Bumats, mpodsa ero MpIC/u.

— [IpuBer, Heo)kMAaHHBIN TOCTh. Kak s MOHsLIA, THI TOT CAMBII
YYEHUK MOETO Jiefia? — CHOBA CO CMEXOM CITPOCHUJIa JIEBYIIIKA.

— Kaxoii em€ yueHuk? — emié 0oJipliie yIUBUICA MapeHs. — 51
MIPOCTOM JIpOBOCEK. 51 IPOCTO 3a0yIuIICs TYT.

— JIpoBocek? — ¢ ynbpIOKO# cripocuia oHa. — Torna, e TBor



Tornop?

[lapenb ocMmoTpencs. Benp OH NOTEpsiyl CBOW €IMHCTBEHHBIN
TOMOP TOIJIA, KOTJIa XOTeJl IPOWTH TPONMHKY. Hato *e ObITh Ta-
KOH pacTsnon!

JleBylllka yBUEa €ro rpycTHbIE I71a3a, Kak B3siIa 32 PyKU
U TIOTBITAJIACh YCMOKOWTH HAcu€T Tomopa. Oemana, 4to OHA
HAWJIET €ro Wiv MOoJapUT HOBBIN.

ApreMuii 4YyTOK YCIIOKOWJICS, Toxe YnbiOHyscsa. Korga
HEMHOTO MTPUIIEN B ce0s1, HaYaJl pacCrpaiiuBarh y He€ mpo Aefa.
HeBymika nmpocro noxasna miedamu. [lapess eme pa3 nocMorpen
Ha KpacaBWily, KOTopasl CTosisla psiioM ¢ Held. Ha cBety oHa mo-
Kazajach eMy elllé KpacuBOW, YeM MPOCTO cuMnaTtuyHou. ['aza
royOble, BOJIOCHI CBET/IbIE, KOCBI TOJICTHIE, IJIMHHBIE, HA TOJIOBE
BEHOK U3 LIBETOB, JIMIIO Oejioe-0eioe, Kak caMoe HacTosiee 00-
JIAYKO, HOC MaJICHbKHIA, TIPSIMOM, JIMIIO OBbLJIO YCHITIAaHO BECHYIII-
KaMH, Ha Hew ObLT Oeblii capadaH ¢ KpacHBIM OPHAMEHTOM, KO-
I71a OHA CHsIJIa CBOM YEPHBIA OaslaxOH, HO OblIa OOCHKOM.

— A 4TO 3a Aell, ¥ YTO 3a YYEHUK? — HE OTBOJS OT HEE IJ1a3a,
CIPOCUJT OH.

— A nen Moy — camblid HACTOSIIIIMK KOJITYH, KOTOPBIN MOXET
3aKOJIJIOBATh JIOOOTO, — JieJIast IIar 3a [1aroM B CTOPOHY TMapHs,
Kak Obl MAHUITYJIMPYS €70 Pa3yMOM M CTPAXOM, OTBETHIA JIEBYIII-
ka. — OH uckas 1eds yxe OoJblle roga. 3aMydnics Tak UCKaTh,
YTO TOTOB OBLT JTIOOOMY TepeaTh CBOM aap. A Thl, MUJIbIA Ap-
TEeMU, OYeHb JaXKe XOPOIIl, — CHOBA OTBETHJIa OHA U MIPUKaIach
CBOUM TEJIOM K HEMY, KaK MOYYBCTBOBAJIA y HEro0 4TO-TO, YTO



PE3KO BHIKAPAIO MEXY HOT. — A BOT 3TOrO He HaJl0, MOM MHU-
JIBIA, — OTBETHJIA OHA, KaK TOTSIHY/IaCh K HEMY ry0aMu U TIolle-
JIoBaJIa.

ApTremMuil He 3HaJl, YTO JienaTh. Bo-niepBbIX, eMy 1€MCTBUTEb-
HO OBbUIO Tiepej Hell HeJOBKO. Bo-BTOpBIX, OTKyJa OHa MOIJa
3Hath ero ums? [la u kro e€ nen? Ilpu yém 31eck OH, eciu e€ aef
ObUT KONAyHOM? OH-TO HUKOTJJA TAKOBBIM HE SIBJISLTICS.

— Hy Huyero, Huuero. YBepeHa, 4Tto Thl CIIPABUIILCS U CTa-
Helllb KOJIAYHOM-YEPHOKHW)KHUKOM, — YCJIbIXaB €r0 MBICIIU, pe-
mmiaa oOpagoBaTh €ro JeByliKa. — KoJmTyHbl-4epHOKHVKHY-
KM OYeHb CHJIbHBIE U TAKUM MOXKET CTaTh HE U3 OOSI3IMBBIX.
Ho 3Haii, Moii MUJIbIiA, — CHOBA OHA MOTSIHYJIACh K HEMY ryoamu, —
910 TeOe MPUAETCS MPONTU UCTIBITAHUSI.

HemHoro ynvBuBIIMCH, TAPEHb CIIPOCKII PO UCTbITaHus. [le-
BYIIIKA TOJIbKO OTBETWJIA, YTO JEJ HHUKOTJa B Takue Belu eé
HE MPOCBEIAET. YCHNOKOWIA €r0, MOABITOXKUB, YTO A€ MOKET
aOCOMIOTHO BCE: HAKa3aTh BPAroB M TeX, KTO MPOBUHWUIICS TIEpeNl
HUM, BbI3BaTh OypIO, CMEpPTh, CApaHuy, HAITyCTUTh TOJION, MOD,
qyMy, OOIIaThCS C ayxamu, 6ecamu u rpuspakamu. Eme moxer
clieNaTh Tak, YTOObI YEIOBEK BIIOOWIICS, Pa3iioOMl WU BbI3/I0-
poBeJ. B ero Biactu Bce yeThipe CTUXUU: OTOHb U BOJIA, BO3AYX
u 3emuist. B ero Biactu cyapObl U KU3HA MHOTUX JTIOJCH.

— A, rjie xe OH ceilvac? — Cpocusl ApTeMHUil.

— Ceiiyac oH MomEN Ha 3a0pOIIEHHYI0 MEJIbHUILY BO3JIe pe-
Ku. ['OBOpUT, YTO NMPOBEET HOUBD, a Thl, EPpocuHbs, MpUIOTH ro-
CT$1, — CHOBA C 3aBOPOKEHHOH YJIBIOKOI OTBETHIIA OHA.



— Edpocunbsn? Tebdst Tak 30ByT? — Kak-TO MOJ BO3JIEHCTBIEM
Yyap CIpPOCUJI MAPEHb.

HeByiika kuBHya eMy. [Tonmpocusa CHSTh IITaHbl, YTOOBI OHA
MorJia TPOCTUPHYTh UX, a MIOKA JJaj1a KaKue-TO JPYyTUe, BHITAIUB
U3 CTApOro CYHAYKa, YTO CTOSLI MO/ CTOJIOM.

— Ha, Hayienp 310, — Gpocuiia eMy 1moj| HOTY Cephble MePCTSHbIS
IITaHbL. — B HUX, KOHEYHO, Oy/IeT kapKO XOWTh B TaKYIO ITOTO/Y,
HO 3TO OVH U3 NEPBBIX UCTIBITAHUI.

ApTremMuil He CTaJl OCITyIIaThCsl BHYUKY KOJIIyHA, TO3TOMY Ha-
nen 6e3 cioB. OH eImng ¢ IeTCTBA U3 CKA30K 3HAJI, YTO KOJIIYHBI
He ObUTM Ha CTOPOHE CBETA U 00pa, MOITOMY BCEr/ia Cpa)asrch
MPOTHUB IJIAaBHBIX repoeB. [la ¥ MOCTOSTHHO MPOUTPHIBATU OUTBBI.
Hano yu cTaHOBUTHCSI KOJTYHOM, €CJTA BHYTPH TeOs1 HET 37100617

— O, Tl gymaerb, B TeOe HeT 37100617 Ommobaenbcst, MBI
Mol Apremuii. B TeGe CkpbiTa crjia W TIOTEHIIUA KOJIyHa, —
CHOBa nopouuia Kk Hemy Edpocunbs 1 nornenosana yxe Tak JoJ-
o, HO XOJIOMHO, YTO TMapeHb XOTeJl BHIPBATHCS U3 €€ 00e3ymMeB-
mmx ryo. OH B HUX He TIOYyBCTBOBAJI CTPACTH, KaK CKopee, Ha-
000pOT, MOTHJIBHBIN XOJIOZ, MOPO3 U CTPax CKOBAJI €r0, YTO I'yObl
HauyaJly B3alpaBay 3aMep3arh.

—Yr0 310 OBUTO? — TpOTasi ryOBI, CIIPOCHIT NIOKMUPOBAHHBIH I1a-
peHb. — [Touemy Mou ryObl Tak pe3Ko MPUMEP3IH K TBOMM U OHE-
Menn?

— DTO MOTOMY, — CHOBa C KaKON-TO TAMHCTBEHHOM YJIBIOKON
OTBETWJIa OHA, — YTO S — CIIy’KUTEIbHUIIA CMEPTH, — U €€ IJ1a3a
3aropesiuch OPAHKEBO-TOMYOBIM I[BETOM, KaK 3pauykyl JAEeBYIIKU



CTaJIA MOXOXH Ha Komlayby. [TapHIo cTajio mioxo oT Takux CIIOB,
KaK OH CKOpee BBIIIEN U3 JIOMa, YTOOBI OCBEKUTHCS B HOUHOM
THUILVHE U [IPU CBETE IMyXJIOIMEKOU JIyHBI.

CosnHue BBHIIVIAHYJIO, KaK MOTSAHYJIOCh CBOMMH JIy4aMH.
Ho B Koe-kakue yyacTKM JIpeMydero Jieca eMy He XBaTWUJIO CHII
PaCTSHYTb CBOM JIyuM. M Kak pa3 TaMm HaXOIWJICS TOT CaMblid CTa-
pblid gom. Korzna napeHs nmpocHysics BMeCTe ¢ MEpPBBIMU JIyda-
MU COJIHIA, OH MHTYUTUBHO MOTSHYJICA U MPOTAHYJ PYKY K OK-
HY, YTOOBI OTKPBITh IITOPBL. OTKPBIB, OH OBLT HEMHOTO IOKKPO-
BaH: TaM /IO CHX M0 CTOsiJIa TeMEHb. XOTs MapeHb MPUBBIK MPO-
CHINIAThCSl C MEPBBIMU JIyYaMHU, HO 3/IECh YTO-TO OBbLJIO HEUKCTO.
BcraB ¢ nmocrenu, oH 0OCMOTpesT KOMHATY: 3TO ObLJIO HEYTO MEK-
Iy YEPAAKOM U NOJIypa3pyLIeHHOW KOMHATOU. B KOMHaTte cTos-
JIM CTOJ1, IaBHO 3arHMBIIEE KPECIO U pa3BajMBIIEHCS MOCTEb,
C TaKUM K€ I'PSA3HBIM MOCTeIbHBIM HaObopoM. Bbulo omryiexue,
YTO MO MAPHIO MOI3/M OYKAIIIKH, YTO OH CTaJl HEBOJIBHO YecaTh-
cs1, KaK MOCKOpee BhIOeKal U3 KOMHATHI.

— A, IPOCHYJICS, IOHBIM MOM YYEHUK, — OTBETHJI KAKOU-TO Ce-
JOBJIAChIA CTApUK Ha KyXHE, YTO BapwuJl €My Kallly... IPsIMO J0-
Ma Ha Kocrtpe!

— Br1? Bbl TOT cambIil KOJITyH?

— Ha, 1 TOT camblii KOJIAYH, — C TAKOM TOPIOCTBIO OTBETHUII CTa-
pUK, OyATO OH ObLIT MUPOBOM 3B€3J101. — A Thl TOT CaMblil yUEHUK
Apremuii?

[Mapens kuBHYN emy. Emy Gombinie Hedero Obi1o ckazatb. OH



CBOMMH IJ1a3aMU YBHUJIEN 3TOTO CAaMOT'0 KOJI/IyHA-YE€PHOKHIKHU-
Ka. ToT ObLT HEe TAKMM BBICOKMM, HO C OTPOMHOM CeJI0i O0pOIoH,
CellbIMU JJTMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMM, MOPIIMHUCTBIM JIUIIOM, TOHKH-
MU pyKaMHU-HOTaMH, HO BeCbMa Jake B MPUSITHON ofigxke. be-
Jast pybaxa ¢ TeM ke KpacHbIM OPHAMEHTOM, KaK Yy ero BHYYKH,
C OueJIbe Ha TOJIOBE, YTO MPHUITOJHUMAIA BOJIOCHI, B OEJIBIX OpIo-
Kax 1 OOJIBIINX KPACHBIX CAIlorax.

— Yro, Tebe He HpaBUTCS MOH BUI? — MOCMOTpeB Ha ceds,
CIPOCUIT CTapuK. — VK 51 MPOCTO KaK-TO YCTpaIIakoIie BhITJIs-
xy?

— 4-To Myman, 4To Bce UEPHOKHMKHUKHU UMEIOT IJTUHHBIN HOC
¢ 60pOAABKOM1, OCTpBbIii MOAOOPOIOK, POKKU, KAK Y KO3, XBOCTHUK,
KOIIBITA, TMHHBIE MAJbIIBI C OCTPHIMU KOTTSIMU, KaK Y MeJIBEe/IeH,
J1a ¥ ropOaThie OHU, eJ1e TIePe/IBUTAI0TCS, OMMPASICh HA TIOCOX UJTH
KJIIOKY.

— Tel, mapeHb, BUOATh, BCSKOW JIMTEPATyphl HAYMTAJICH.
He Bce 4yepHOKHWKHMKU Takue. MOXET, B TBOEH JUTeparype
el Mpo HalIMX CIyTHUKOB HanucaHo? IIpo Haimmx momorHu-
koB? Tam He ObUIO MPO YEPHBIA KOTOB, BOJIKOB, Me/IBE/Ie, COB
Y BOPOHOB?

ApTeMuil NOoIBITaJICs BCTIOMHUTh, HO BCE PaBHO Ha BCSKUN
Clly4aid OTPHIIATENIBHO MOKadajl rosioBor. OH, KOHEYHO, CJIbI-
I1aJ1, YTO y KOJIYHOB ObllIa CBOSI CBUTA B BUJIE UYEPTEH U BCSIKUX
CTpaiHbIX OYK, HO MOYEMY-TO y STOr0 YepHOKHMKHUKA MTapeHb
HUKOTO HEe YBUJIE.

— Thl uillenb MOMX MOMOIIHUKOB? — OMJISIIEBIINUCH MO CTO-



pOHaM BMECTE C MApHEM, CIIPOCHIT KOJIAYH. — Thl 1ake MOXelllb
He ucKaTh ux. OHM IMOKa ¢ MOe BHYYKOM YITUTH Ha KJIaIOUIIE CO-
Ouparth HEKOTOPBIE KOpeHbs TpaB. [IputyT OJ1mke K 3aX0/1y COJTH-
na. Torna u g yiiy Ha MaJeHbKUN XOJIM, YTOOBI IPOBECTH TaM
HOYb.

Apremunt cHOBa rpoMoyai. EMy cTaiio KyTKO psiioM € TUM
CTpaHHBIM cTapukom. Ho, ¢ 1pyroi CTOpoHbI, 4eM-TO OJJHOBpE-
MEHHO 3aMHTEpPECOBAJI MAPHS, IPUBJIEK €r0 BHUMaHUE.

— Xopomio. 4 nmoutu JOBapuil Kaily, Tak YTO MOXEIlb UATU
HA YJIUILY YMBITbCS, U CAAUCh yKE 3a CTOJL.

ApTeMuil TOCMOTpeST Ha yKe MOYTH MOTYXIIHUU KOCTEP B JI0-
M€, KaK JIbIM [MOJHUMAJICS OT KOCTPa Y BBIXOIWJI HA YJIUILY Mpsi-
MO B OkHO. Kamia Tak mpusiTHO maxja, 4To XOTeJOCh MOCKO-
pee cvecTh e€. Ho KoyIIyH HACWIJIBHO 3aCTaBWII UTHA YMBIBAThCSA
Ha ymuiy. [Togan eMy ciToe BpydHYIO MOJIOTEHIIa OeJIoro 1Be-
Ta, MO CepeJHe KOTOPOro ObLIO M300paKeHO COJHIIA, a Mo 00-
KaM aHTPONIOMOP(HBIE AEPEBbSI C YEJTOBEUECKMMU JIMIIAMU U PY-
Kamu-Horamu. Kakoe-To MBIJIO ¢ 3a1axoM XBOU U 3yOHYIO MIETKY
C KaKOW-TO T'YCTOM JKUAKOCTBIO 3€JIEHOTO 1IBETa, KOTOPBIN M3/1a-
BaJI PE3KUI 3ariax.

[MTapenb, OHIOXaB OAHOYKY C KMIKOCTBIO, PE3KO yOpasl Jiu-
110. Hem3BecTHoOe BEECTBO MaxJjIo Tak Pe3KO, HO HE TAK YKACHO,
KaK HEKOTOpbIe MbLIa, HATPUMEP. DTa KaKasi-TO CJIU3b 3€JEHOTO
1BeTa, Oy/ATO pPBOTA JIEPEBLEB WJIM CTPAIIHBIX CYIIECTB C TAKUM
1BeToM Koxu. Ho uto 310 Takoe? Heyxenu 3yOHast macra takas?

— Tel monHOCTHIO yrajgan. DTo 3yOHasi MacTa U3 COCHBI U eJIH.



S cnenManbHO caM Takylo cAefiall. 3amax XOTb U PEe3KUi, 3aTO
MO3%e POT Yy TeOs1 Oy/IeT CBEXKECThIO AXHYTh, YTO MOEH BHYUKE
OYEHb Jlaxke NMoHpaBUTCs. Iy ymMbIBaThCsA. YMBIBAJIbHUK CTOUT
3a MOMM JIoOMOM. Tam ecTb JBe IepeBsIHHbIE BEIPA, a BOJIa OTCIO-
J1a Hefaneko. PoqHUK HaxoauTcest 3a HECKOJIbKO BEPCT OT MOETO
JI0Ma, a cpa3zy MocJie TOro, Kak Thl TPEOI0JIeeIITh eJIOBYIO Yarooy,
OyzieT crosATh KoJoziell. S1 00braHO oTTYyIa Oepy Bomy. Ho kasxibie
BBIXOJIHBIE S XOKY K POJHHUKY 3a BOIOW, YTOOBI HATIOJHUThH KO-
JIOZIell, — CEPbE3HBIM BUIOM OTBETHJI CTAPUK, KAK HACUJIBHO BbI-
TOJIKHYJI IApHS 32 JBEPb.

ApTeMuil CTOsIT BO JBOPE J1IoMa. B HEKOTOPBIX MecTax COJIH-
1€ UTPAJIO CBOMMHU JIy4aMH, POHUKAS B CamMyI0 [JTYyIIb Jieca, 4YTO
OT 3TOTO TIO KOJKe MAJTbYMKA MPOOEKATUCH MYPAIIIKH, & BOJIOCHI
BCTaM JI6I0OM. [lake ecim TyT OBLIO TEMHO, OH BCE PaBHO MOT
pasrIsIeTh KOe-Kakhe y4acTKu 3eMiid. Jlois 10 3aiHel 4acTu
JIOMa, OH YBU/JIEJI HA CTEHE BUCSIINI yMbIBAJILHUK. [IpoBens py-
KOI 10 TMApO3aTBOPY, NOMUJIACh BOJa Ha ero JiajoHu. [TombiB
PYKH U JINIIO, TapeHb nornpodosai Boay. OHa Oblia Tako#l BKYC-
HOM, 4TO, Oepsi B pyKH BOAY, OH AT OOJBIIUMU TIOTKaMu. [lo-
MUB, HAYaJI KICKATh BEAPA, YTOOBI MOUTH K KOJoAIy. Bozie ymbi-
BAJIbHUKA CTOsJT MAJICHbKUI M JTABHO CJIOMAHHBINA JePEeBSIHHBIN
CTYJ1, KyJa MOJIOXKWJI MBLJIO, OaHKY C 3eJIEHOW CIIM3bIO0, JIEPEBSH-
HYIO 3yOHYIO IETKY C JABHO OOJILICEBITUMHM U KECTKUMH BOJIOK-
Hamu. [TocMoTpeB Ha 10M, OH YBUJIEN BBIXOIMBIIUI JIbIM U3 TPY-
OBI, ¥ B HOC pe3KO0 3a0MJICsA 3ar1ax 4ero-To ToOpesioro U MpstHOCTEH.
[locraBuB BCE Ha Ty, ApTeMuid HAIIEN MOl HUM OJHO JIEPEBSIH-



HO€ BeJpo, Ille C HUKHEW 4acTu M JI0 Bepxa Molula TPeuluHa,
HO BCE PaBHO MOIJIO IPOCIIYKUTh €1LE HECKOJIBKO JIET.

— Jlonro He 3aJepKUBAKCs, MOM IOHBI YYEHUK. 3aBTpaK ro-
ToB. [To3:Ke MBI JOIKHBI HaYaTh PadOTy, — MPOKPUYAN CTAPUK,
Oy/ITO y4ysIB MBICJI TIAPHS CXO/IUThH 32 BOAOU K KOJIOJILY, KOTO-
PBIi HAXOAUTCS 32 KWJIOMETP OT 9TOro Mecra. — Tonbko Gepern
ce0s1 OT BCsAKUX pasHbiXx. OcoOeHHO OT Jiemaek (jetu Jlerrero)
¥ OT JIyXOB 00JIOTa, KOTOPBIE 3aXOTAT YTONUTh TeOs1 B Toru. Hu
Ha 4TO He oOpainail BHUMaHue, a UM BIepeN 10 TeX Mop, MoKa
HE OKaKelIbCsl BO3JIE JABHO Pa3pyLIEHHOIO, HO JEWCTBYIOILETO
KOJIONIA.

ApTeMuil OJHsUT BEAPO U TMOILIENT B CTOPOHY TEMHOM Yalliu,
7€ B [ATUCTaX METPa OT HEro BUJIHENACH eJloBas vaia. Jlec, ko-
raa e napeHb, CIOBHO 3aMOJIK Ha HEKOoTopoe BpeMs. [donas
70 Yallly, OH orjisifescs. A Bellb €11 TSHYJIUCh elI€ Ha HECKOJIb-
KO MeTpoB Brepeén. OHU cTosi OOK O OOK, B OJHY ILIEPEHTY,
Oyaro BouHbL. [lo pacckazam MOKONHOUM 0aOyIIKM OH MMOMHUII,
YTO B TAKMX MECTax OOBIYHO MPSUyTCs BOJKH. Jlaxke JeToM Mo-
ryT OBITH TaM BOJIKHM. Tem Ooree ceifuac cepeinHa aBrycra, Korjaa
BCE 3BEepbE MOTUXOHbKY TOTOBUTCS K oceHH. OcOOEHHO Me/iBe-
11, 4YTO MOTYT IIACTaThCs 1O 3TUM OKpyram. [lapeHs normsitancs
Ho/lyMaTh O XOPOILEM, BEAb OH CKOPO MOXET CTaTh YYEHUKOM
KoJiyHa. VI HUKakux MeziBeie ¢ BOJIKaMU 3/1eCh He ObLIO.

be3 BcsKuX MpoucIiecTBUiA AOMIEN 10 KOJIOALA. DTO ObLIT KPbI-
THII Kosoziell ¢ BopotoM. U mpaBaa oH ObLT IaBHO YK€ 3arHUB-
MM, HO Jepkajics Ha ypa. [IpokpyTui BopoT, Kyaa Oblia mpu-



KpervieHa 1efb ¢ KPIOUKOM Ha KoHile. [IpoKkpyTHB 10 KOHIIA,
Ha KPIOUOK TMPUIIETIWII JIEPEBSIHHYIO 0ajibio (BeJpo), KaKk BHOBb
MPOKPYTHUJI TIPOTUB YaCOBOW CTPEJIKM, YTOOBI OIYCTHTh BEAPO
B BoAy. Kora mocusliiiasicst mieck Bofbl, OH CHOBAa Hayasl Kpy-
TUTb, HO yXke€ 10 4acoBo crpeiike. [loiast 40 cepeuHbl, CTaio
TSKEJIO KPYTUTh, KaK BOPOT COBceM He KpyTtuics. Korma pyka
BBICKOJIb3HYJIa, BOPOT CaM Havajl ObICTPO KPYTUThCS B JPYTYIO
CTOPOHY, Kak 0aJibsi BHOBb OKa3ajiach B BOJIE.

«Thdy THI, YEPT», — MOAYMAJ MapeHb, Kak MOCMOTPENl BHU3
kosonia. Tam cTosijia TeMeHb, YTO HEBO3MOXHO OBLIO YBUJIETH
nake Bory. CHSB CBOIO YE€pHYIO (hyTOOJNIKY, OH CHOBA Havas Kpy-
TUTh pbiuar. Ho Ha ceii pa3 OH JIeTKO KpyTHJICs, Kak BO BpeMs
MIPOKPYTKU BENIPO, IIEPEBEPHYBIIIMCH, CHOBA y1ajo B Boay. Ocra-
JIOCh CaMO€ HUYEro — 3aJie3Th B KOJIOAEI M JoCTaTh Oanbio. [la
POBaJIMCh OHO Bc€ mporagom! OcoOeHHO 3T0 0OydYeHHe KOJ-
JOBCTBY. ApTeMUI MPUIIEN B JIeC JIMIIb Py IPOB, KaK ero pe-
WY TIPEBPATUTh B KoayHa... OH 3T0ro He xoteid. OH XoTel
IPOCTO KUTh, pabOTaTh U OBITH TAKMM, KaK BCE JIEPEBEHCKHE
napHu: padoTsiue, Tysaimue ¢ qeBkamu. Tem Oojiee eMy Hpa-
BUJIach ieBulia AHota. OHa J0Yb IJIAaBHOTO Tpeacenarens u 0o-
sgpuHa gepeBHA. OH TaM PyKOBOJWJI BCEMH KOJIXO3aMH M UME
nake 1Ba marasuHa. Koneuno, oHa Ha Hero He mocmoTtput. Kto
OH, a k1o oHa! Tem Gonee 3a Helt MHOTHE yXJEcThiBaM. Oco-
6enHo Muts [TonvH, 4TO y4usIcs B TOPOJIE U UMEN «PaCKpyUeH-
HBII TOPOJICKOU 00pa3», XOTs B JAyIlle OH ObLT TAKUM Ke Jepe-
BEHCKMM, Kak 1 Apremuid. [{axe ecim BHEIIHE BBITISIEN TOPO/I-



CKUM, HO BHYTPH BCE PaBHO ObLT MPOCTHIM KOJIXO3HUKOM. [le-
PEBHIO U3HYTPU HUKAK HE BHITPABUTD.

«Bc€, a4 pemmsl BEpHYTbCS AOMOW», — TMOOyMaJl IapeHb
u orsiaencs. Bokpyr Bc€ ObLJIO TEMHO M CTpaIlHO. A Kyna Wji-
Ti-T0? B Kakywo cropony? HaBepHska MX AepeBHS IAe-TO MO-
6mmsoctu. Ho roe nmenHo?

— HaBepHoe, HyXHO WATH BHEpEN, — cKa3all caMm cede, Kak
MOMIEN BIEPEA, MPU ITOM CTapasiCh HE OIVIAAbIBATbCA Ha3al.
Ho B roioBe nocisIaguch rojioca Kakou-To IE€BYUIKU U CTApU-
Ka. OHM HABA3BIBAIM €MY CBOHM MBICJIY HE XOOUTh B TY CTOPOHY,
HO OH He MocIyIaJcs — noriencs snepen. U 3ps!

Brpyr u3 HUOTKy/a MOIHSJICS BeTep, MbLIb KIyOWJICsS CTOJ-
O0M U B BHJIE BUXPS OKA3aJCs BO3Jie MapHA. ApTeMuidl pyKaMu
MPUKPBLT JIMIIO OT IMbUIX Y MOMBITAICS MOUTH BOEPEN, HO BETEP
BCE CWJIbHEE CAyBaJl U HE IpomycKa gansiie. V3-3a storo nap-
HIO MPUIILJIOCH [I€/1aTh 1Iark Ha3ajl, YToO He 3aMETWJ1, KaK BbILIeN
U3 3TOW caMOU YaIy. BeIXOguT, 4TO YTO-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEH-
HOE He BBITYCTUJIO ero orcioaa. Ho He cnancsa cMensli napeHek.
Kak cHOBa momomeén K KOOIy, rae OCTaBuiI (PyTOONKY, Haaem
€€ W HaayB Ipyau, cHoBa momen Brepen. Ho onsarte ator uép-
TOB BeTep HE MPOMYCTIJI MapHSl, CJIOBHO 3TO Obuia rpanuiia. OH
HE MPOILEN MYHKT NEPEeX0/1a I'PaHULbl. 3HAYUT, HAJO0 IPUIYMATh
YTO-TO TaKOe, YTO OOMAHEeT M 3aCTaHeT BPACILJIOX 3TOr0 BETpa.
[TpuceB Ha 3em0, ApTeMui JIEBOM PYKOM B3s1JI TOPCTh 3€MJIU-
1Ibl, KaK MepesinJl €€ Ha IpaBylo pyKy. CHOBa B35 YK€ B IIPaBYIO
PYKy, KaK cZejajl aHAJIOTMYHOE, HO Ha JIeBylo pyKy. He mor co-



00pa3uTh, YTO MOKHO ObUTO OBl MTpUayMaTh. Kak 0OMaHyTh Be-
tep? Kak ¢ HUM GOpOThCs, ecm 3T0 HeBUAMMBIN Bo3myx? Kak
COBEpLINTh HeoxxuaaHHblid yaap? Tloka aymarn, 3a ero CrMHOu
KTO-TO CTOsUI. BceMM CBOMMM TOUKaMM 4yBCTBOBAJI YEN-TO MTPU-
CTaJIbHBIW B3JIs1] HA criuHy. M 3TOT B3MIsA MOKA3aJICsl eMy CO-
BCEM HeloOpbIM 1 371bIM. HaBepHoe, KOJIIyH BCE e y3HA ero
MBIC/IA, BOT U PEIWI TPOYUYUTh. A METOIBl TaKUX JIIOJEH, Kak
roBOpUTCS, U3oIIpEHHBIE. OHU MOTYT YOUTh, 3apa3vB YeJIOBeKa
MPOKA30M, YyMOH, XOJIEpOil, YEPHOW OCHOM U APYTMMHU CTpAlll-
HbIMU Oone3HsIMu. i emg xyxe — Bce aHaIm3bl y TeOs1 XOpo-
I, HO Thl YaxXHelllb, MeJIJIEHHO TOruOasi, BhIChIXasl U3HYTPH.
[ToMHuuTCSA ApTemMuIo, Kak y HUX cocefika CuibHO 3abonena. ['o-
BOPSIT, JIake e€ pBAJIO )KyKaMH BCSKUMU, OyKalllKaMH, TapaKkaHa-
MM, JIATYIIKAMU, MBIIIAMU U yKaMH. ITO YKaCHasi CMEPTh, yMe-
PEThb BO BpeMs TaKOM «(paHTaCTUYECKOW pBOTHI». Bee B 0fMH ro-
noc ckazanu: nopya! Ha Hell cmeprenbHas mopua! A KTo 310 Oy-
net cauMatb? He Obl10 HU TipopuIiaTesniell y HUX B IEPEBHE, HU
BCSIKMX 3Haxapei, 0a0ok v KonayHoB. [Ipuiiiock cocenke iedb
B OOJIBHUILY, TIOTOMY UYTO Y He€ OOHApY KM MPOOIeMBI C TIOM-
KEJTyIOUHOH KeNe30M, YAl anfeHaAuKe U ceNe3¢HKy. B 06-
IeM, ei MpUIIIoch Hecnaako. KoneuHo ke, 3adoneer. Benp Ko-
I71a-TO B MX JIEPEBHIO TIpue3kajl Tabop 1piraH. OHU TO U jienaiy,
YTO XO/AWJIM, TaJJalIv, TPOJABAIU BCAKOE TPSAILE, OOJIbIIE MOIX0-
Jsitiee Juisi padoOThI B XO34WCTBE, YeM 151 ofiekabl. BoT u cocen-
Ka CUJIBHO O0M[eia BOPOXKEIO IBITAaHCKYIO0, CKa3aB, YTO BCS ITa
HAlIUs [[PITAHCKAas — MOIIIEHHUKH, OOMAaHIIUKH, BOPHI U KX HYX-



HO Ckeub U yOuBath. HaBepHsika He MOHPABWINCH CJIOBA ITOU
L[BITAaHKE, YTO PEelIWIa HAIlyCTUTh nopuy. Bor 1 Ham Apremun
00s17ICs TaKUX BEILEH, UTO HUKaK He BUJes ceOsl KOIAyHOM, TIOp-
TAmmi moaed. Ho kakas-To HeM3BecTHasi M HeBeJoMasi cuiia eé
He oTiyckasa. OH MMbITaJICS COMPOTUBIIATHCS, J1a ObLT OUeHb Oec-
cuseH. TémHas cuia Obuta CHJIbHEE W XUTpee MapHs, YTO B OUH
MUI CMOIJIA 3aKPYTUTh €r0 TOJI0BOU, B35IB B CBOM BJIAJICHUSA 1Ty-
1y, cepaiie U pazyMm. [ToatoMmy oH Oexan BcE Bepén u Brepén,
IBITAsICh BBIOPATHCS U3 ITOM TEMHOW Yallly, HO YeM TITyOxe 3a-
XOIWJI BHYTPb JIeCa, TEM CHJIBHEE CXOIWI C yMa U CTPAXH OKPYy-
’KaJM €ero.

«Yrto xe 310 Takoe? — OIMISAAbIBASCH M0 CTOPOHAM, OBICTPO
KPYTs1 FOJIOBOM TO B3a/[l, TO BHEPEN, MOLyMasl MapeHb U MbITAJICS
npuiiTH B ceds, HO cuiia Obula HeyMOIMMoM. — YUTo ke 31O Ta-
koe? OTKyga Bce 9TH BUJICHUSI ?», 3aKPbIB IJIa3a U YIIHU, Oexa
BCE BIIEPE] U BIEPEN, CIIOTHIKASACh TO HA KOYKAX, TO 3aIlyThIBa-
SICh Ha JITIMHHBIX BETKAX M KyCTaX U CTPAIIHBIX OOJIBIIUX MayTH-
Hax. DTOT Jiec ObUT COBCEM JPYTMM, HE TaKUM, KaKOW OH €CTb.
OHn HamHoroO cTpatHblii! O4yeHb CTpalHbIi !

«[Touemy sxe 6exuIib OT MeHsI, ApTemuii? Thl JymMaJ CKpbITh-
Cs1 OT TOU CHJIBI, UTO TIOCTOSTHHO TIOMOTrasa Tede BO BCEM, U TIpU
HeCTy4JallHBIX 00CTOSTENbCTBAX MpHBesa Te0s B iec? Tebe Herae
CKPBITBCSI, MOJIONION I0HOIIA. Thl Oy/Ielb MOUM, U TOJBKO MO-
UM!» — MOCJIBILIATNCH MBICJIU B TOJIOBE Yy NapHs, KaK OH ymHaj
Ha KOJIEHU, YKa3aTeJIbHble aJIbIIbl 3ACYHYJI B YIIIU U MbITAJICS U3-
0aBUTHCS OT CTPAHHOTO TOJI0CA U3 OE3/IHBI.



— Tol MeHs He Bo3bMENIB! S He craHy KoIgyHOM! — 3a0pan
Ha BECh JIEC, KAK Haydaj ONIABIBaTbCS BOKpYr. Bc€ cruxio.
Hacrynuna rpo6oBast TvinmHa. [ake jec, 4to miymen v 0Kl
Ha HEKOTOPOE BpPeMsl, BAPYI YCIIOKOWICS. 3HAUUT, CUJIa U BUJE-
HUS OTIYCTHJIU TAPHSI, U MyThb TeTNleph €r0 YUCT U CBOOOIEH.

Bceran, orpsaxHyiics, MOCMOTpeN cniepsa Hasaj, Tya, OTKyJa
SIBUJICS, 3aTEM IOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY BIEPEN, TyJa, I1e, KaK eMy Ka-
3QJI0Ch, HAXOIWJIACh €T0 IEPEBH:A. B BO3yxe pe3Ko NOYyBCTBO-
BAJIOCh 3allaX OCEHU, U KaKas-TO TEHb IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA MEX [IBYX
eneii. [lapensb crapasicst He oOparaTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHHE.

— Hy BBl MeHA TOYHO He BO3bBMETE. I He craHy BaM IOJ-
YUHSTHCS, YTOOBI, BCTaB KOJIZIYHOM, IPUYUHSATH BPEJl XOPOIIUM
Y HU B YEM HEBUHHBIM JIIO/ISIM, — OTBETHJI OH BIIOJITOJIOCa, 00ep-
HYBIIIMCh B CTOPOHY JIOMa KOJJIyHa, YTOOBI HE YCIbIIaI. XO-
POLIO 3HAJI, YTO KOJIYHbl YMEIOT YATATh YEJIOBEUECKHUE MBICIIH.
Oco6eHHO MBICITU TAKUX TJIYMbIX U TPYCJAMBBIX, KaK OH. 3aKOH-
YUB BCE 3TO, €MIE pa3 MOCMOTPE B CTOPOHY, OTKyJa MPHUILEI,
3aTeM Ha HeJaJIeKO BUIHEIONINIACS KOJIOZIEIl, YABIOHYJICS caM ce-
0€e 3a Takylo BbIIEPKKY U, CHOBAa TIOCMOTPEB BIEPE, 3allaral.
3a nepeBbsMU OH yBUJEN HeOosbIlue XonMbl. [lomqHsABIIMCH Ty-
Ja, 32 3TUM XOJIMOM YBHJEJ CBOIO JIEPEBHIO. JTO 3HAYUT, YTO
CKOpO OKaXeTcs I0Ma. A IIPO TONOP U APOBa OH HAIIPOYb 11032~
obu1. [axe ecim 1 He HaOpas ApPOB, TO HAOEPET B APYroM pas.
Ho Ha ceit pa3 no€r B coBcem apyrou Jiec. [lopanbiue orcio-
na. Jlunib Obl BHIOpAThCSl M3 TOTO YEPTOBOTO JIOTOBA KUBBIM
Y HEBPEJUMBIM. A OCTaJIbHOE, KaK FOBOPUTCS, IpUjioxurcs. [1o-



TUXOHBKY BCE U3MEHUTCS U CTAHET KU3Hb HAMHOTO JTyYILIEN.
Koraa mapeHs CKpbLICs 3a XOJIMOM, 32 HUM NOIJIsIbIBaJIA YEP-
Has cyOcraHius B Buje obnako apiva. OHa He crajia mpuosm-
KaTbCs K MapHIO, MOTOMY OTITYCTHJIA ero Tak jajieko. Ho Ha-
J07r0 Ju? YCIOKOUTCS JIM MapeHb Mocjie BO3BpaIleHus ToMoi?
N 4t0 32 gpIM 3axBatuiil 310 Mecto? Heyxenn 310 TOT cambii
konayH? 1 gaxe Toraa, Korga Houb OMyCTUJIa CBOU KPbLTbs B 9TY
JIEPEBHIO, JIbIM MIOCTOSIHHO CTOSLT Ha BEPILMHE XOJIMa U CMOTpE
MPSIMO B TOT CaMBbIil JIOM, IJie KW ApreMuid. ¥ apiMa pe3Ko Mo-
SIBIJTUCH JIBA TJ1a3a ¢ OypO-KpacHO-MaJIMHOBBIM I1BeTOM. U OHM
ropejayd B TEMHOM HOUYW. [IOgHSBIIKCH C BEPIIMHBI U B3JIETEB
BBEpX, OH CBOEH YaCThIO 3aKPbUI 3BE3/THOE HEOO, KaK 32 CEKYHY
IPOJIETEN HaJl XOJIMOM, OBICTPO OITYCKasiCh Ha JepeBHI0. B sToT
MOMEHT OYEepTaHUE €ro Juia U3MEHUJIOCh, UICKPUBUIIOCH, Mpe-
BpaIlasch B 37I00HYI0 YXMBIJIKY KAKOTO-TO CTPAIITHOIO MOHCTpa
C OJIEHBUMM poramMu Ha rojioBe. OH CHOBA IPOJIETEN MPSIMO HaJl
JIEpEBHEN, YKPbIB JOMA CBOMM T'yCThIM YEPHBIM IUIAIIOM. B sTOT
MOMEHT IMOKA3JIMCh €r0 UCTUHHBIE 3EJIEHBIC I1a3a U MPUILIIOC-
HYTOE JKEHCKOE JIMIIO C OOJIBIIIMM OCTPBIM MOAOOPOAKOM U Ma-
JIeHbKMM HOcoM. HeusBecTHasi cyOCTaHIIMsI OKYThIBaIa JHIMOM
JIEPEeBHIO M XMUXUKaJIa, 3Hasl, YTO JIEPEBHE Terepb KOHeIT!

kg

BepuyBiivch 1oMol, ApTeMuil MEpBbIM JeJ0M MPOBEPHIT
HOYHOE He0o, Malbl He MPOrIsAeN KaKUX-HUOYAb CYITHOCTEH,
TOHSBINMXCS 32 ero aymoi. Ho He6o ObUIO TEMHBIM, YHCTHIM,



3BE3AHBIM, YTO MOXHO CHIOKOMHO OTJOXHYTb, BBIIIUTh YAIlIEUKY
JMNoBOro 4asi. TOJBKO ces 3a CTOJ, KaK B IBEPb MOCTYYaIUCh.
[Tapenb ocraHoBumIICs, mpeKkparian Apimats. OH nmogymal, 4To
MIPUIIUTA TIOMOIIHUKY KonayHa. CropsataTbesi ObUIO Herje, Beé
PaBHO CYIIIHOCTU HaWAyT ero. OcTaBasoch JIUIIb HANTHA YTO-HU-
Oy/ib KeJie3Hoe (KaKk OH TIOMHII, HEYHUCTh OOUTCS Kejie3a) v Ujl-
TH B aTaKy.

— Apremuid, Tol TyT? OTKpPOH IBEpbH, MOKATYUCTA, — MOCIIbI-
aJics 4Yer-To KEHCKMM Tojloc 3a JBepblo. M moxoxe, rosoc
OBbLT 3HAKOMBIM. JTO 4TO, JIIOOOBb ApTemust AHtota??? — ITo 1,
Amntora. [Tpocty, 4To Tak MO3HO K TeOe npuiuia. Bes Haia nie-
PEBHs Teperyraiach, Korjaa Thl Mponai HeJemo Hazal. Bee no-
JyMaJId, 9TO TeOs1 BOJIKU ChEJIH.

«Yro, MeHs He ObUIO Hepiemo? § ke Jymalt, 9To TOJBKO JIeHb-
nBa. Kak Tak?», em€ Oosblie nepemyrajics ApTeMuid, Kak 3aoe-
rajicst no gomy. Ilogoias K 3epkaiy, BUCSIIEMY Ha CTEHE Y OK-
Ha, IMOCMOTpeN Ha ceds. Bpyr oH 3a 3To Bpems ychell 1ocTa-
petb. Ho Hudero nomo6Horo. Takoe *ke riaaKoe U CBET/I0e JIUIIO,
TaKue K& MaJieHbKKe, TEMHbIE M KypuaBble BOJIOCH. TOYHO Ta-
KO ke HOC, TYOBI, OKPYIJIEHHBIN TOA0OPOAOK ¥ IHUPOKHI JIOO.
Huuero HeoOBIYHOTO, KOHEUHO K€, HET.

— OTtkpoit yx, noxanyucra. 1 xe ogHa npunuia. bes Mutu.
W na, s BUHOBaTa mepes TOO0W. MHe yKacHO CTBIIHO 32 TaKOW
MOCTYNOK MuTH, — CHOBa CKa3aJjia JIeBylliKa Yepe3 JIBepb U TpU-
JKJIbI TIOCTYYaJIach.

«310 Aa, MUTA, KOHEUHO k€, 370U U IPOCTO MIIYIBIM YesI0-



Bek. Ho B uéM ke oHa BUHOBaTa nepeio MHOM ?», CHOBa IOiyMall
NapeHb, KaK MOIOMEN K JIBEPH, YTOOBI OTKPHITH €€.

OcTaHOBUWJICS KaK pa3 TOraa, Korja rno Ty CTOpOHY MOC/IbIIIa-
Csl HE TOJIbKO CTYK, HO M CKpEXeT, Kak OyATO MPOBOASIT KOI'TsI-
MU I10 METaJuly. ITO HE TOJIBKO OCTAaHOBWJIO €T0, HO U CUJIBHO
Hanyrajno. Ho Bc€ paBHO, 3aepkaB AbIXaHUE, PyKamMu OTPO-
HYJICSl IO IIEKOJIIbI OT ABepU. Kak OTKpbUI 1BEph U YBUJEII T1e-
pen coboii ynpibatonyocsi AHOTy. Koraa mojgHOCThIO pacKpbl-
JIach IBEpb, OHA OOHSIIA €T0 U Ha yXO MPOIIeNTala, YTO CUIBHO
cockyumiack. bruta BimoOsieHa eme JaBHO, KOria OH CIojia Tepe-
exalsl. ['oBopuiia, 4TO MOCTOSTHHO AYMAeT O HEM, KeJIaeT ero or-
HEHHOM CTPACTBIO U TOJILKO OH BJIEUET €€.

— Ilopoxkau HeMHOro, Mwiass AHIOTa, — CTPAHHO NTOCMOTPEB
Ha JAEBYIIKY, OTBETWJI MIAPEHb U MPOIAJ U3 MOJIs €€ 3peHus, 3a-
XJIOIHYB JIBEPBIO MPSIMO NIEPe]] HOCOM JIEBYIIIKHU.

[Touemy Tak cnenan? [Ia moromy 4TO NapeHs cloja He nepees-
s*aJt. OH KU1 yXke BOT LeJIbIX JBAALIATh /1Ba TO/1a B 3TOU JIEPEB-
HE, B 3TOM caMoM joMe. [IpaBna, nocie cMeptu Matepy OH Kak-
TO MOHUK B ce0s1. CTapajcs peaKo BHIXOAUTh HA YJIUILY, MOIbI-
TaJICS YUTH B OTILIEJILHUYECTBO, B CKUT. Ho 3Ty miynyio 3areio
npepBasia 0adyIlka, KOTopasi B 9TOT CaMblii MOMEHT HaXOIUJIACh
npy cMepTu. [lapHI0O HUYEro He OCTanoch, Kak UATH HA YCTYII-
KM U TIOKaJIeTh CTApOro YeJIOBeKa. 3HAYUT, U TOTJja CUJia JIbsIBO-
JIa 3HaJIa O TaKOW ero HeNlerkoi cyapoe. Apremuii 0codo He XO-
TeJI MHOTO JIeHer, cepeOpa j1a 30101a. OH He MeuTasl 0 XOpolen
Y BIIOJIHE POCKOIIHOM KW3HU. Ero ycrparBaia Takas KU3Hb, I11e



OH 3apadaTrhiBaJl Oylarofapsi CKOTUHE W BBIPAIIIMBAHUIO OBOIIICH.
Ero 6omnbinie BomHOBaIA J1I000Bh AHIOTHL. OH BCE Bpemsi O Hel
Meuran. Kak BUIUTCS, CHITBI yCIIBIXaJIM O €10 MeuTe. YCIIbIXalH,
J1a TOJIbKO HE Te, KOTOpbIE HYXKHbI. YCIIbIIIala €ro COBCEM HEXO-
polasi U Heuucras cujia. B3aMmeH 3a Bce yclnyru ei HyKHO I1a-
TUTb B TPOMHOM pa3Mepe. Eciu He BO3pMYT AyIily, TO TOTUXOHb-
Ky OyIlyT BBICACHIBATH 3/I0POBbE U KMU3HEHHYIO SHEPIHIO.

— Hy 1H1 kyma nomeén, Apremuii? f ke xay 1e0s, — CHOBa
MOCJIBIIIANICS TOJIOC JEBYIIIKY 32 JABEPBIO.

— Ceituac, He3a0BeHHas1, BHIY. TONBKO NepeoieHyCh, — IPO-
KpyyJaJl [IapeHb B OTBET, a caM MCKaJl ITyTH BbIxona. Becnomuwm,
YTO y HUX €CThb MOMIOJ, U KaK-TO BO BPeMs BOWHBI €ro Mpaje-
JyIIKa PbUT OKOII, TOHHEJb, YTOObI HE3aMETHO BBIMTH U3 Bpake-
ckou Tepputopud. Ilon y HUX AEpEeBSAHHBIM, CTApblid, MIO3TOMY
Ha KaX/IOM LIary JaBHO 3arHUBIIKE JOCKY CKPUIIEIU U U3aBaJIv
3BYyK. [la0bl BeibMa 32 ABEPHIO HE yCIbIXasia, ApTeMuil JIET Ha 1o
Y ME/IJICHHO OTKPBUI KPHIIIKY Torpeda. OTKpBIB, B €r0 HOC MPO-
Ot 3amax meld U 3aTrxjoctu. Crapasich He ABIIaTh, MO-OBICT-
POMY CIIYCTHJICSI BHU3, U TaK € TUXO 3aKpPbUT 32 COOOM KPBIIIKY.

— Hy 15! r1ie, napeHs? — npokpuyaia yxe COBCEM YCTaBIIas
OT OXUIAHUS JIEBYIIKA U Oe3 MpeaynpekIeH!s BOIUIA B JIOM.
Ho B mome ObLIO ImycTO M THXO. — AX THI XK KUBOTHOE! — Tpo-
KpUyasla OHa HE CBOMM T'0JIOCOM M Hayajla U3/1aBaTh CTPAIIHYIO
BOILIb, UTO JaX€ TOHOCUJIACh JI0 yIIerd ApTremMusi.

«YTO 3TO 3a CTpAlIHBIE 3BYKM TAKWE?, 3aTKHYB MNAJIbLAMU
yIY, MapeHb ynaa Ha 3emuio. OH He MOT Jasblle ABUraThCs



1o ToHHeo. CTpalllHblid 3BYK Ipec/eoBall €ro rojioBy U CTa-
paJics IPOYUTATh MBICIIU. — YUY K€, HAKOHELl, U3 MOEH T'OJIOBBI.
PactBopuch! Crunb!».

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3BYKHU IPEKPATUIUCh. Y CIIbIXaB TH-
HIMHY, TAPEHb PEII OI00PY-TI03/I0POBY BAJIUTD U3 3TOTO YEP-
TOBOTO yIJIa, [TOKa €ro He HacTUIIa HeducTb. He ycnen oH uepes
TOHHEJIb BBIMTH Ha YJIUILY, KaK MOCJIBIIIAJICS CBUCT, BOU U IITHUIIe-
HUSI BOKPYT IOMa. DTa HEKUTh KPYXKUJIach BO3JIE HETO B IOMC-
Kax napeHbka. OH, KOHEYHO, yIaqHO HAOPEN Ha CBOM morpeo, rj1e
B TAlHOM MEIIIKE XPaHWINACh CTapble OTLOBCKUE (poTorpapuu,
3aCOXIIMEe KOPOUKH OT XJ1eba, Kakue-To Oymaru co CTpaHHBIMU
3aMMCsMU U MKOHBI XpucTta U Boroponunp.

— Bpéib, He yHa€ib! — NOoCHbIIIACs roNoc JAEBYIIKU YKe
Ha HeOe. Ho Ha HeOe Kpyxkwiach yxke TPEXTooBasi OrpoMHast
3MelKa, U3 MaCTU KOTOPOX U3PbIraJIoCh IIaMsl.

«Yt0 32 yyno-1010 OpET Ha Hebe?», cam cebe B TojoBe Ap-
TEeMMIA 3a/1aJ1 BOIPOC, KAK B3sUl B MPaABYI0 PYKY MEIIOK C Taii-
HUKOM U TIOTON3 JIaJIbIIIe M0 TEMHOMY BBIKOITAHHOMY KOPHIIOPY.
Ho He ycrien B KOHIIE YBUIETh CBET, KaK OTTY/Ia BBICYHYJIaCh TO-
JIOBA CTPAIIIHOTO CYIIECTBA C ABYMS [Jla3aMK 1O OOKaM M OJJHUM
Ha J10y. OHO CMOTpeJIO MPSIMO HA MapHs ¥ ObLJIO OIIYIIEHUE, YTO
MBITAJIOCH B3MJISIHYTh HA €O JAYIILY.

— Yt0 TBI TaKOE? — TUXOHBKO CIPOCUJI MTAPEHDb U JIMIIOM TPH-
’KaJcs Ha 3eMITI0, YTOObl HE YBUJIETh U HE YCIIBIIIATh HEMpPUsITe-
JI51, HAXOASIIIIEroCsl MPSIMO NIePeji BBIXOIOM U3 TOHHEJIS.

— Beineszaii orrtyma, Apremuii, 3TO X $, TBOS JIOOMMast



AHI0Ta, — CKa3asa 3Mesl ¥ ISCTBUTENBHO YIAPUBIINUCH 00 3eM-
JI0, TIPeBpaTUIIach B ero moooBb. Ho B Hell BCE paBHO OBLJIO UTO-
To He To. He To ra3a Takue ke Oonblive, CUHWE, HE TO YIIU
3a0CTPEHHBIE U JIBA TOpYAILIMX KJIbIKA, HE TO YIJTMHEHHOE JIUIIO.
Hy HuKak He cMaxuBajla Ha HACTOSIIETrO 4YejioBeKa. DTO ObLIO
Heuto! Heuto ¢ Takumu OGonbinmmu ra3amu. [locMoTpeB B eé
1J1a3a MOXHO OBUIO YBUJETh CBOIO JIyIITY.

—ThI KTO? — €€ pa3 MOAHSIB rOJIOBY, CIIPOCKII TAPEHD U B ITOT
MOMEHT HayaJl OOIIapyuBaTh MEIIOK B MOMCKAaX MKOHBI. A 3TOT
DJIYTIBIA BOMIPOC OBUT 33/JaH CIIEIUATIBHO, YTOOBI TSHYTh BPEMSI.

—Yro ThI? DTO XK€ s, ApreMun, TBOsI AHIOTa! — CHOBa IIpOro-
BOpWJIA JIEBYIIIKA U TIPOIIMUIIEIIA B OTBET.

[lapeHb BCE€ ke CMOr HATM MKOHY M BBHITAIlIMJ U3 MeEIIIKa,
9TOOBI MOKa3aTh 3Meoke. Kak oHa moporuia, yBuiesa Ik Xpu-
CTa, 3aBU3Xajla HE CBOUM, a CTPAIIHBIM I'OJIOCOM XHUIITHOTO 3Be-
P U TIOMbITAJIaCh HAKUHYThCS Ha NapHs. [lapeHb KUHYJI UKOHY
C IEpEBSHHON paMOM B JIMIIO YYJIOBHIIE U OTIION3 Ha3ad. MkoHa
CJIOMAJIaCh Ha JIBE YACTH U CrOpeia MOC/Ie KOHTAKTa C MOHCTPOM.
Yem oOpaTHO oTnom3ai ApTeMuil, TeM UYyIUIle CUIbHee pyra-
JIOCh, Opajio, KPUYAIO M YeM-TO TSIKEJIBIM OWJIO MO 3eMJISHBIM
CTE€HaM, YTO OT 3TOr0 KPyroM ChIaiach 3eMJISl.

«BoT ke Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY cO3/1aJ1 poOJieMy», BblIe3ast oOpar-
HO U3 morpeda, moaymai napeHb. He ycnen momoiitu kK aBepu,
KaK yCJIbIIIAJ CTYK.

— Muutblit Moii ApTeMuid, OTKPOH IBEPb. DTO Kke 51, TBOSI CyxKe-
Hasl, — CHOBA 3HAKOMBIM T'OJIOC IEBYIIKU. HO KTO 3HaeT, MOXeT,



3TO U BIpaBay OHa?

— JIBepb OTKpbITA, MOXEIIb BONTH.

— 41 He Mory BoiTH. MHe HY>KHO, YTOOBI ThI TPUTJIACKJI B JIOM.

[MTapenb 6e3 MogO3peHUIt B3SJICS PYKOU 3a py4Ky OT JIBEDH,
KaK TYT 3Ke OCTaHOBWJICS. Ero nopasuso To, 4To IeBYIIKa HE MOT-
J1a BoiTH 6e3 pa3pelieHus. ITo ObUIO OueHb cTpanHo. Ho Ha Bes-
KMii ciiydail em€ pa3 nepecnpocuii 000 BcéM. JleBymika xaana
€ro paspelleHus1, HO TaK U He JOXKJalach.

— Tl HE BOIIEITH CIO/IA, HEUUCTD IMPOKJISITAs, — CKa3aJl MapeHb
Y COOpYIWI U3 ABYX MaJIOK KpecT. OTKPHIB IBEPb, HAUaJ MyraTh
JIEBYIIIKY STUM KpecToM. TOIbKO CYIIeCTBO, UTO MPUHSLIIO OOIUK
AHIOTHI HY Ha HIar He CAABUHYJICS ¢ MecTa. Bcé 310 ObUIO CcTpaH-
HO. MoxeT, oHa Hacrosmasa? A He Moria BOMTH TOJBKO MU3-3a
rOCTENPUUMCTBA.

— Hy 4TO ThI ThIUEIIb B MEHSI CaMOJIEJIbHBIM KpecToM. ThI ke
NPEeKPacHO 3Haelllb, YTO sI He KpelieHass. Y MeHs Oalyika
CO CTOpPOHBI Matepu Obl1a OacypmaHkoil. U s1 TeOe He HEeXUTb
KaKasi-To, YTOOBI ITyraThCsl KPECTHOTO 3HAMEHHU L.

Apremuii ycriokousicst, yOpat KpecT U yiabiOHyJcs. JleByika
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO CBOMMHU 3€JIEHBIMU U MBUIAIIMMY I71a32a-
MU, KaK [TOJIMUIHYJIA ¥ CKa3aJla, 4YTO OUYEHb 3aMEP3J1a, BCE KE aB-
I'YCTOBCKME HOYM XOTb U JIETHUE, HO XOJIOAHbIe. VI3BUHUBIINCH
nepe]1 Hekl, OH MPUIJIACKIT €€ B JIOM, HA O YE€M HE MOJI03peBasl.

Boiing B gom Bniepeau mapHs, ApTeMuil He yCIien 3aKpbITh
3a cOOOU JBEpb, KaK BAPYT OTKYIA-TO TMOBATUAJ €KW YEPHBIN
IbIM. [IpIaTh ObLJIO TPYJHO, HUYErO He BUIHO, HO OH PyKamu



MPUKPbUT HOC U CTAPAJICSl HAMTU UCTOYHUK JIpIMa. B mocneanuit
MOMEHT IIOHSUI, YTO Ilepes Heu cTosia He AHIoTa, a Edpocn-
HbsI — BHYUKa KoJIiyHa. [leByIiika yabIOHyIach M CMOTpeJia Ha ero
3padok. bbuio ontyiieHue, 4To OHa rTMITHOTU3UPOBaJia ero. Bapyr
MApHIO CTaJlo TaK JIeTKo, OyITO MyIia B3jeTella BBEpX M HOTU
Ha MeTp oTopBayuch OoT nosa. Oro! Tak Beap 310 npasaa! OH
HE CTOSUI Ha HOTax, a yKe Mapuj B BO3IyXe.

— 0-0-0, 4TO 3TO Takoe? — BAPYT yKacHYJICS ApTeMuid, yBU-
JIEB TAKOE JUBO. — DTO BCE 3a MPaAB.y, ajlb 3TO COH?

— 3a npasay, Mo MWiIblA. Bc€ 310 3a mpaBay, — MOIbITa-
Jlach YCOKOUTh ero E(ppocuHbsl, 4To Kpenko yXBaTUach 3a py-
Ky NapHsS M OHU BMECTE JIETEJIH 110 IEPEBHE.

— Ilo-mo-ru-te-e-e-e! Jl-10-10-10-g-u-u-u-u! A ty-y-y-1! —
NpOKpUYan ApTeMHil, HU3KO OIYCTUB TOJIOBY U CJIOKUB PyKHU
PYIOPOM.

— Kpuum, He kpruu, BCE paBHO HUKTO HE YCIIBIILIUT, — IPOILIH-
reJia JeBylllKa, TOYHO, KaK 3Mesl U MocMoTpesa Ha napHs. OT Ta-
KOTO B3IJIs/1a eMy cTajio mioxo. Ha Hero rmisnenu HeuesoBeve-
CKHe, a KaKHe-TO ykKe JKENThle 3MEMHbIE I71a3a C BEPTUKAIbHBIMU
YEPHBIMU 3pauKaMU U MHOTJA BICOBBIBAJICS PA3/IBOEHHBIN S3bIK.

«['ocrionu, mpocTn MeHs 3a TakoW rpex», MoAyMall MapeHb
v Havya Kpectuthbesl. He yenen onomautees, kak Eppocunbs oT-
MYCTHJIa €0 PYKY, U OH C KPHKOM T0JIeTesT BHU3. A BbICOTa ObI-
J1a GOJIBIION, YTO MOKHO OBLIO 3aIIPOCTO pazouThesl. CKaky Tak,
4TO eMy MpUIUIOCh Hecaaako. OcoOeHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOrja
HaJIETy OHA ero cHoBa nonmasia. Ho Ha celi pa3 He pykamu, a ITH-



YBUMU KOTTSIMU. YcIiena 3a oMU CeKyH/Ibl OOEPHYThCS MITUTICH.
[ToKpyXUB OKOJIO TOTO CaMOIO 3JI0CYACTHOTO XOJIMA, KOJIYHbS
MIOBEPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY Jieca.

KpukHyB HE TO MO-NTUYbEMY, HE TO MO-YEJIOBEYECKH, Pa3-
’KaJla CBOM KOI'TH, KaK BBIYCTWIA MapHsA Ha 3emii0. ToT mose-
TeJl BHU3 U HE yCHeJl JaXe U3/1aTh KPUK, KaK TOJIOBOM OKYHYJI-
csl B BOAY. DTO 3HAUMUT, YTO OHA OpOCHIIA €r0 B KaKOK-TO BOJIO-
ém. I[lox Bomoil ObUIO Tak CBETJIO, YTO KPYroM ILIaBajiv CTPaH-
Hble pbIOBI B (popme momymecsinia. OKa3aBIIMCh PAIOM C HUM,
PBIOBI CMOTPEJIH Ha MAPHS ¥ BBHIITYCKAJIHM KaKyI0-TO YEPHYIO JKITKY
13 CBOMX MAJICHbKMX ITacTeN. APTEMUI MOIHSII FOJIOBY M yBUJIEIT
oTOJIeCKU OTHEll U MepIlaHue TEMHBIX U XOJIOAHBIX 3BE31. OHU
HAIENTHIBAIM €My, YTO OH JOJIKEH ObITh MX YacThio, U BCTaTh
B paabl. UbA-TO AMMHHAA, Xy[OLIaBas, Bolocarasl pyKa MOsBH-
JIach MOJ, BOJOM U CXBATUJIACh 32 ILIEI0 MapH$, KAK HACUJIBHO MOJI-
Hs1JIa BBEPX, BHITAIIUB €ro Ha cyiry. To ObUI TOT CaMbli CTApUK.
ApTeMuii U3psITHO 32 STO BPEMsI HAIJIOTAJICS BOABI U €J1€ AbIIIA.
Crapblil KOJIAYH yOapuil IO €ro CIMHE, KaK NapeHb BBIIUIIOHYJ
U3 CBOETO pra Beapo Boasl. [Ipokanuisas em€ cuibHee, Edppocu-
HbsI TIOMOIJIA €My BCTaThb M MPUBECTH ceOsl B MOPSAIOK. Psom
C HUMU TOpes KOCTEP U BO3JIE HErO CTOSIM CTPaHHbIE uyvena
JKUBOTHBIX.

—Yro 310, AEAYNIKA? — CMOTPS HA AMBHOE TBOPEHUE KOJIyHa,
KalUIss, COPOCUII TAPEHb.

— A, 3707 — OBEPHYBIIXCH B CTOPOHY 4y4eJl, CIIPOCUJI KOJI-
AyH. — DTO, CBIHOK, YK€ BCE IJIOXO€, YTO M3 TeOs MOBBLIE3ANIO



3a 310 BpeMs. Terepp TeOs mpuAETCsA Haka3aTh 3a 3T0. ThI TO-
11ET OBUTO TOJIBKO YMBIThCA, Kak mponait. [lymar, Te0st Heuucrast
yramwia. Her. Oka3siBaercs, Tol IoMoi cOexall. BoH oHO Kak!
W nipocto xoTen yiTH, npeaas cBolo ceMblo? Tenepb Mbl TBOS ce-
Mbs, ¥ Thl JOJIKEH JIIOOUThH HAC, TBOMX yuuTesed, HACTABHUKOB,
CEeMbIO TBOIO, a TIPO APYTUX JoAe 3a0bITh. Pa3 B ceMbe KTO-TO
YTO-TO COBEPIIIAET, TO B OTMECTKY 3a 9TO UAET rpy0oe U KECTKOE
HaKa3aHue.

— Moxer, He HaJJ0O HUKaKOro Haka3zaHusl, 1ef? S ucrpapiioch,
ofernamn, — ucryrajacss ApreMuid, Kak Ha4aJl OTIION3aTh OT KOJ-
ayHa. Ho Toro He oOmanemnb. OH OBICTPO TOYYBCTBOBAJI CTpax
napHs, HO BCE PaBHO MPOJIOJIKAl HAJABIMBATh Ha OOJIbHBIE Me-
cra maps. Oco6eHHO HACUET ponuTeNelt, MUJION, py3eit. JlaBu
Ha TO, YTO TIAPEHb ObLJT OMUHOK U HUKOMY He HYKEH.

— Jena, He HaO Tak cTporo, — ocraHoBwiIa Edpocunbs of-
HOW PYKOW Jefa, a IPYrou ykKasbiBajia, 4ToObI OyayIIHi MOJIO-
JIOH KOJIAYH YCHOKOUJICS U TIPUIIEN B ceOs1. — BCE€ e Thl TOJBKO
YTO €ro 13 BOJbI BHITAIKI. OH MHOTO BOJbI HAIMUJICS, BOT Y HETO
U TIoMyTHeHHue pasyma. Huuero, mocse JioOMMOro u BKYCHOTO
TPaBSIHOTO Yas Aefa OH MPUAET B cedsl.

— Xopoulo, BHyYeHbKa. Kak ckaxenis, — Mocirymaics KOJaayH
CBOIO BHYYKY U MOMIEN OOpaTHO.

Aptemuii, Korja KOJayH MOBEPHYJICSA K HEMY CIIMHOM, 0Opa-
TWJI BHUMAHME HA HAaKWHYTBIA HA €ro CIUHY IIEPCTh KaKOro-To
*u1BOTHOTO. OHa ObLIA HAKMHYTA C3a/IM, a CTIepe/Id BOKPYT IIen
OblTa 0OBsI3aHa, YTOOBI BEIIUIlA He criajgaia. Bers Obla Haku-



HyTa Ha rofyto crimHy. Koka crapuka Obl1a CMOPITIEHHOM, ApsiO-
JIOW, CBUCAJIA C TPEX CTOPOH, J1a €IIE U KOCTISIBOM.

— ApTtemuii, s MOHUMAIO, Thl OOUIIILCS CTATh KOJIYHOM. 3HAIO,
ThI €11I€ HE TOTOB TaK PE3KO U3MEHUTHCS, — [IOJICEB PSIIOM U CKPe-
cTuB Horu, Hauana E¢pocunbs pasroeop. — loBepbcst Mue. C To-
6011 HUYero TIoxoro He ciayuntcs. [Ipocro y mema HeT mpuem-
HUKA.

— A Kak xe TbI? — TYT *ke nepeOus e€ napeHb. — Thl ke ero
BHYYKa. Jla 1 oOnagaenib Thl JOCTATOYHO HEIIOKWUHHOW CUIIOH,
pa3 cMorJIa IPeBpaTUThCS B 3Mesl, 1a U B 00JIAKO mapa.

JleByIika yaplOHY/IaCh €My C TaKOM TEIUIOTOM, YTO TapHIO
OT 3TOro crajo xopoumo. OH mpekparuia Aymarb O TOM, UYTO
CTApUK TBITAJICSI €r0 YTONMUTh. [la U BHIOPOCHIT Takue HeraTuB-
HbIe MBICJTH TIPOYb OT ceOsi. Y mpaBwibHO crienan. Paccmarpu-
Basi BHYyUKY KOJIZIyHa, Oy/TyII1i YepHOKHIKHUK HE MOT OTOPBaTh
or He€ ra3. Ceituac oHa Obl1a IpeKpacHee U B TPU pa3a ova-
poBatesyibHEe U MIPUBJIEKATEIbHEE, YEM B MEPBbIH JI€Hb BCTPEUU.
Ha ¢one e€ roxydoro QJJIMHHOTO TUIAThSI C Hagpe3aMH Ha Tuie-
Yax BBIIEJISUTUCH e1IE OOJBbIINE, KPYIJIble, 3€JIEHBIE, CBETSIIINECS
rmiaza. OH He MOT TMOHSATh, KAKOTro OHM Y He€ ObuH 1Beta. [1pu
TIEpBOI BCTpeue I1a3a ObUTM HeOeCHO-TOyOOoro IBeTa, a cervac
YK€ YUCTO 3€JIEHbIe, Kak TpaBa. [ saasa Ha e€ miaza, ApreMui
NIpeJICTaBIIsLT cebs1 Oeraiommm B Jiecy O0CMKOM 10 MOKPOU Tpa-
Be. MOKpbIE U CIIMIIKOM [IJIMHHbIE TPaBbl HIEKOTAIN €0 MAT-
KM 1 HOTH, a TIoclie ceOs1 OH OCTaBJISUT TIIyOOKHUe BMSTUHBL. ['y-
JISUT, CMOTPEJT Ha BOCXOZSIIIEe CBETHIIO M HACTIAKIAJICS TPOOY K-



JIeHUeM MPUPOIbI v rieHreM ntuil. [ITuiisl mederanu, jJec Kak-To
II0-CBOEMY IIYMeEJ, TPAaBbl M JEPEBbS HA BETPY HAUMHAINA CBOU
HIENOT U PAa3roBOPHI BEJIX O MPEKPACHOM U YyAECHOM BPEMEHU
roga — o BecHe, Havajie Masi. Ho Havasio Masi 17151 mapHsi ObUIO
CITUIIIKOM TSIKEJIBIM U3-32 TIOTepH pojuTesieid. bouta Obl XOTh Ka-
Kast-TMO0 BO3MOXHOCTb, MAPeHb Obl BEPHYJICS Ty[a U UCTIPABUI
cutyauuio. Terneps yke HU4ero He ucrpaBuTh. OCcTaBajIoCh TOJb-
KO MBICJIEHHO TIOIEJIOBaTh KPecT, nodnarogaputh O6ora 3a Aajb-
HEWUIIYIO )KU3Hb U UJITHU J1aJIblIe.

— Dit! XBatuT Aymarh U BUHUTH CeOs B CMEPTU POJUTEIICH.
Tbl ObI HIYEM UM HE CMOTI' [IOMOYb, — JIEBYIIIKA OCTAHOBUJIA €r0
MBbICTH. — Thl TakMM OOpa30M MOPTHIIL CBOIO dHepruio. Eciu
Tam OyayT poOouHBI, TO Tede ke HecqoOpoBaTh. Husmme nyxu
Y3 MUPAa MEPTBBIX MOT'YT IPOHMKHYTh B TBOM MUP M HaBCeraa
pa3pyLIUTh TBOE TEJIO, AyIY U pa3yMm. Bynb cmenee u He faii 3a-
XBaTUTh ce0s1 IPUTBOPCTBE AYXOB. Thl IOJKEH OBITh CUJIbHEE UX
U pa3yMHee.

[lapeHp BUHOBATO OICTWJI IVIa3a U NBITAJICSA B HOYHOM ThME
U3Y4YMTh IIBET M KAYeCTBO MecKa Ha Oepery o3epa. 3BE3/bI BCE
KPYXWIUCh B €r0 MBICIISIX, U3JIydasl XOJOAHbIM CBET U IIe-TO
BHYTpPH TOJIOBBI 3ace 0Opa3 poauTesield, YTO MbITATUCh OOBH-
HUTh €r0 B UX yMBIIIUIEHHOW cMepTu. [Io MHeHuI0 camoro nap-
HSl B CMEPTH pojiuTesell ObLJT BUHOBAT OH caM. DTO ObLJIO 3arpo-
rpaMMHPOBAHO B ero rojiose. byaro B cmeptu ponuteneit Obul
BMHOBAT UX ChIH, a HE OHU caMu. Ho BHyuKa KOJIyHa MbITaaach
YTOBOPUTHh ApTeMust 3a0bITh TAKHME MBICIH U OOJbIIIEe HUKOTIA



K HAM He BO3Bpaniarbcs. [ OBOpuTh, KOHEUHO *ke, JIETKO, a Ha Jie-
JIe 3TO OYEHb TPYAHO.

— Hy BbI rie TaM? — U3 TbMbI JOHOCWJICS TOJIOC CTapyKa. —
Naute ckopee. Mol y4eHUK JOIKEH MPUCYTCTBOBATh BO BpeMsi
KOJITOBCKOT'O JIENCTBA.

— Jla-nma, penynika, Mel cervac pUAEM, — IOCMOTPEB B TEM-
HOTY, B OTBET KpukHY/a EppocuHbs u Bctana, OTTpsIXHYIIA TU1a-
ThE OT TMECKa, BhITEPJIa BCE U MO/aJIa MAPHIO CBOIO PYKY.

ApTeMuil HI MUHYTBI HE Pa3MBbIILIsIs B35 IEBYIIKY 32 PYKY
v nofHsuics. Jlepkace 3a pyKy, OHY MOIUIA B CTOPOHY OTHsl, YTO
SIPKO ropes1 BOim3u o3epa. EdpocuHbs npeanoxuimm nodexars,
KaK yCTaBWJIa HA HEMHOTO M3YMJIEHHOTO MapHsS CBOW IpaBbIi
U yXke MMoYeMy-To BAPYT roiyOou Ij1a3, 4YTo CBEPKHYJ U Ha MH-
HYTY TOKA3aJIMCh B HEM OYIIyIOIIUE BOJTHBI.

— He Hago tak OBICTPO TOHATH MEHS, — BJIPYT 3aHEPBHUYAI
Aptemuii. — §1 1 Tak ycTan nmoyemy-To mocjie BCTpeur ¢ ToOOH
B JIEPEBHE, A ThI EI1IE TSAHEIIb MOIO PYKY BIIEPE, UTO MHE TPYAHO
Jlaxe UATH.

JleBylllka HUYEro He OTBETHJIA, & MPOCTO 37I00HO U HEJIOBOJIb-
HO TIOCMOTpeJia IpsAMO eMy B Iiaza. A, HeT, mokaszajock. [1aza
y JEBYIIKHU BCE e ObLIM 3eJIEHOTO IIBETA.

— He THM MeHd Tak, MokaayucTa, — eme pa3 3aBopyal Ia-
peHb. — Thl k€ TPOCTO OTOPBEILDL MOIO PYKY.

EdpocrHbsa MUIO M TAMHCTBEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh, HO CHOBA HU-
Yero Bo3pakarhb He ctajia B orBeT. OHM COaBUJIM CKOPOCTD M TI0-
IIUIA ITPOCTO MENIKOM. APTEMUI HE MOT MOHATh, KyJa OHU IIUIH.



CriepBa UM MO KaKOW-TO TOJIOM TPONUHKE, IJIe HUUEro He poc-
JI0, 3aTeM CBEPHYJIM PE3KO B CTOPOHY OOJIOT, YAl U MaJICHbKUX
x0mMOB. TTofHSIBIIMCH HA OIUH U3 HUX, OHU OKA3aJIUCh HA BEP-
HIMHE, KaK JEeBYIIKa paccKa3blBasia Mpo ropy «yxu mpeako».
[opy Ha3Basii B YECTb MPEAKOB 3/CIIHET0 HACEIEHUsI, YTO KU-
JIM POBHO TPH BeKa Ha3al. DTU caMble «IIPEIKW», YTO 3[IECh KU-
1 B 1700-e roapl, ObUTM HACTOSAIIMMU KOJITYHAMH, LIETUTEI MU
Y 3HaXapsiMU. Y HUX OOJbllIe JeCSITKH JIeT [IUIa HACTOSIIAs OXKe-
CTOU€HHAs BOMHA 3a nymm monei. [Tobexnanu cBeTbie CTopo-
HBI CHJIBI, TTOKA JIIO/IA PE3KO He Pa3syBepHIIMCh B 60ra U He CTan
MIPOCUTH NIOMOIIIH Y JIMABOJIA.

— A moyeMy OHM TaK MOCTYNWIN? — OCBEAOMUJICS APTEMUIL. —
YT0 MOIJIO MX CIIOIBUTHYTh?

Edpocunbs yiabpiOHyIach eMy. Y MapHs Ha4ajio TPOSIBIISITHCS
JOOOMBITCTBO. DTO 3HAYMT, YTO OHA HA BepHOM myTu. HyxXHO
ObLJIO eMy paccKa3aTh UCTOPHIO 00 OMTUHOKOW rope, 4To CTosia
MOAAJIBILIE OT BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX XOJIMOB M MPUBJIEKAIA HECUACT-
HBIX B JI0OBHU Jiiofieid. HyHO ObLIO 3aMHTEpecoBaTh MapHsl, YTO-
ObI OH caM 3aXO0TeJI CTaTh KOJIYHOM.

— A 3TO MOTOMY, YTO MHOTHMX MPUBJIEKAET Kax/1a O0rarcraa.
Yem uenoBek Ooraye M BJIACTHEE, TEM TaCHET CBET B MX [yIIIE.
A Takue Iy, Kak U3BECTHO CO CTapOJAaBHUX BPEMEH, Yallle
CTAHOBSITCSI JKePTBAMH BCSAKMX HU3IMIMX cujl. U moau, moHumast,
9TO OOr HE XOUeT UM MOMOIaTh B TAKMX CUTYAllUsIX, B CEPALIAX
MPOKJIMHAIOT ero! Tak MpOoKJIMHAIOT, YTO CBET OKOHYATEJIBHO Tac-
HET, ¥ HACTyMAaeT HaCTosIIasi TbMa. A BO TbME, KaK ThI ITpeKpac-



HO 3HAelllb, MOXXET CKPbIBATbCSI HEUTO, UTO 3aX0YET YTALUTD Te-
0s1 B Oe3/1HYy, — pacCKa3bplBajia JEBYIIKA, YTO MAPEHb TaK 3aCITy-
HIQJICSA C PACKPBITBIM PTOM U MPEKPATHII AEPraTh CBOEN PYKOU,
9TOOBI OCBOOOIUTHCS OT €€ MPaBOil PYKU.

— 41 BuKy, THI XOpoIo pasoupaelnibcs B 3ToM. K Tomy xe
OUYEHb MHTEPECYEUIbCS] UCTOPUEN MPEAKOB, — IMOXBAIWI ApTe-
mMui 1 noxJionai E¢ppocunsio no redy. [IeBynike o4eHb He Hpa-
BUJIOCh, KOTJJa KTO-TO TpOraJl €€ 3a IUIeYH, JIMIO, Bolockl. OHa,
KOHEYHO, C/IepKaJlach H HEKOTOpOe Bpemsi, HO Hagoiro ju?! Ilo-
TOMY YCITOKOMJIACh, TITyOOKO 3a/IbIIIAJIa, PACKUHYB PYKHU BIIEPEN
Y OTBETUJIA:

— Mwtelii Moi, goporoii. 1 oueHs He OO0, KOrja TPOraiT
KaKyI0-TO 4acTb MOero Teja. byap 310 U110, 1j1e4o, rpyau, Bo-
JIOCBI WIH TJE-TO, I1I€ HEJO3BOJIEHHO TPOraTh IPOCTOMY YEJIOBE-
Ky, HEMPOIIIEAIIUI 0OpsIbl OCBAIICHUE.

— Yro 3a 06psa? U npoctu mens. Bripeap Oyny 3HaTh, — MO-
MEHTAJILHO OTpearupoBas OyayIuid KOJIYH U OIYCTHII TOJIOBY.
bbul0 BUAHO, 4TO 3TO BCE HE O 3y1a. OH MPOCTO MOMBITAJICS
MOJHSATH AEBYIIKE HACTPOEHHE. XOTh KAK-TO MTOBECEIUTHCS, MO-
IBITATHCS MOALIYTUTH, UTO JU. HO, BUIMMO, 1IyTKa HE yAaach.
CnaBHO, 4TO BHYYKA CTApUKa HE OOM/IENACh.

— V3naemb. Thl MOKa emeE He TOTOB MPOWTH TIIABHYIO 00ps-
JOBYIO YacThb. [IpoIién oHO ucnbITaHue, HO 5 Tede MPeKpPacHO
rOBOpUJIa PO HECKOIbKO. VX Bcero OyneT neBsitb. MUHYC OMH
U IUIIOC BOCEMb. [OTOBBbCA K clefymoleMy ucnbTaHuio. OHO
He Oy/leT TaKuM TSDKENNBIM, HO OyJeT MEp3KHUM U MPOTHBHBIM.



Ecnu BbiAEpKMIIIb, TO TPEThE UCTIBITAHUE MPOU3OKAET BO CHE.
DTta camasl JIErkas 4acTh B IIOArOTOBKE K MOCBsIeHuto. 1, moxa-
JIycTa, IPOUIM BCE UCTIBITAaHUS Oe3 MaJledIero KojeOaHusi, —
MOTJIAAVB JIMIIO TIapHsl, IEBYIIIKa MoliesoBaa ero. — [locnennue
TPY UCTIBITAaHUSI OYAYT Ha CMEJIOCTh, CTOMKOCTb, 3HAHUSI HEKOTO-
pHIX TpaB, KOTOphIe jiefa HayuuT 1eOsi. CKkopee Bcero, 3HaHUS
TpaB OyJIeT S5K3aMEHOM, YeM UcIibiTanueM. Ho Thl yBUIUIIIb, UTO
9TO UCIBITAHUE.

ApTeMuil HU14ero He oTBevasl, a MPOCTO CTOSUT U IUBY JaBaJl-
s, BOCXUILAJICS] KPACOTOM, YMOM U CMEJIOCTBIO XPYIIKOM HA BU/[L
JEBYIIKU, HO C KAKUM-TO BHYTPEHHUM CTEPKHEM. DTO PaioBajIo
napHsi, OMHOBPEMEHHO U BHIBOAWIIO U3 ce0s1. PagoBasio, 4to oH
HAKOHEI-TO OJIM3KO IMOOOINAETCs C MMPEKPACHBIM TI0JIOM, a BHIBO-
JIUJIO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA ObLlIa CUJILHEE.

— YT0 BBI TaK JOJITO TaM? — HEAOBOJILHO MTPOBOPYAIT KOJIJIYH
U yXe XOoTeql ObUIO Haka3aTh MX OOOMX, Moka 3a EdpocuHbio
He Bcrynuics Apremuil. CTapyuky NOHPaBWIIACh TAKasl CMEJIOCTh
Y 3allTa CBOEM BHYYKH, YTO OH MOXJIONAJI B JIAJOIIM U CKa3aJl
O BTOPOM IPOIIEHHOM HUCIIBITAHUU.

— Y10 3T0 3HAUUT? — MOBEPHYJICS NTAPEHb B CTOPOHY JEBYIIKU
Y, YBUEB HUUEM HE YIUBJIEHHOE JIUIIO. — BBl UTO, CHOBA UCIIbI-
TaJyu MeHs1?

— Koneuno. {1 e Tebe ckazasia npo TpeTbe uchbiTaHue. Bor
3TO U CTh TpeThe. Thl 3acTynusics 3a MeHs1. XOTsl YepPHOKHUKHU-
KM HE JIOJDKHBI 3aCTYIaThCs HU 3a Koro. [laxe 3a ceoux. Ho pa3
S SIBJISJIACH BHYYKOW TBOETO HACTABHUKA, TO OH CIEJIA JIJIs TeOst



WCKJTIOUEHHE, — OTBETHIIa COBEPILIEHHO crioKorHasi EppocuHbs.

KomnmyH cMoTpen 1 ciyiman pa3sroBop MOJIOIOH BeIbMbI U Oy-
AyIIero YepHoKHWxHUKa. [ToHMMas, 4To B MapHe 40 CHX TOp
OCTaJIMCh YEJIOBEUECKHE KauyecTBa U Muiiocepaus B ayie. s
TOr0, YTOOBI TIOJTHOCTBIO OT HUX U30aBUTHCS, CTAPUKY MPUIAETCS
IPUJIOKUTh HEMAJIO YCUJIHSA [Is1 BBIBEAEHUS «TOKCMHOB» M «BH-
PYCOB» U3 €ro roJIOBbl, yIAIUTh IA0JOHBI M HABCErJa YHUUTO-
’KUTb CTEPEOTUIIBI 10 IIOBOY CITY>KEHUIO AUABOJIY M HABCETa 3a-
CTaBUTh OTPEUbCs OT O0ra M BCAKOW HEOECHOM paTu.

Apremuii npusagymaica. Ho 310 mponoskanocs Hemouro.
CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MMHYT OH TPOCTO YJIBIOHYJICSI MU KUBHYJI Jie-
Bynike. CHsB ¢ cebs u€pHylo (pyTOOJKY, MPUCET HA KOPTOUKU
W YCTaBWJI B3I/ HA Tuiams OT Koctpa. KonayH u ero BHyuka
YAUBJIEHHO MMOCMOTPEJM JPYr Ha Jpyra, HO He CTaJy MellaThb
MIAPHIO €ro 3aHATHIO. XOTsI ObUIO MOHSATHO, YTO MapeHb MPOCTO
uzneBascs. PyTOOJIKM CHUMATh TYT HU K yemy. IIpocto Mox-
HO OBLJIO CHZIETh Y KOCTpa U MOCTyIaTh Aeaa. Edppocunbs ocra-
HOBWJIA TIAPHS W B3IVISIOM TIBITANIACh OOBSICHUTD, YTOOBI OfEIICS
Y MocITylnas Myzpsle cioBa neaa. Ho nmapens He noHs. OH ewe
pa3 MoCMOTpEJ Ha KOJIJyHa U Ha €r0 BHYUKY, CHOBA 3aKPbL1 IJ1a-
3a, ycescs B T03€ JIOTOCA, MPaByl0 PyKy MOCTABUB Ha JIEBOE KO-
JIEHO C PaCKpbITOM JIaJOHBIO BBEPX, JIEBYIO PYKY Ha IpaBoe KoJie-
HO C TaKOW K€ PACKPbITOM JIaIOHBIO BBEpX. Tak CHJIEN OKOJIO Isi-
TH MUHYT U NBITAJICS PUCTYIIMBATLCA K 3ByKaMm Jieca U TPECKY
nosieHbeB. KomnyH Bo3Jie mapHs MosioKuiI OpeBHO U Cell Ha HEro,
IIPYA TOM CTapAJICA HE U31aBaTh JIMIIHAN IIyM. OH, HAKOHELI-TO,



TIOHSJI, CMBICT IGWUCTBUIN MOJIOIOTO TIApHs. APTEMUN MOMbITa-
Cs1 BOWTH B TPAHC W TMOJHOCTBIO paccinaduthesi. Ho y Hero 3to
OYEHb IJIOXO NOTYy4Yaioch. Kakue-1o mocToOpoHHUE 3ByKHU Mellla-
JIM COCPEAOTOUUTHCS Ha MaBHOM. CHJisl TakK, OTKJIIOUYUJ B TOJIO-
B€ BHYTPEHHUI AUAJIOT, OTOPOCHUJI BCE COMHEHUS I MBICITU, KaK
HAYaJIM NOSABJIATHCS CTPAHHBIE KAPTUHBI Y HETO B TOJIOBE. 3aTEM
Y CTPAIIHBIM TOJ0C MO3BaT €ro B TeMHOTY. OTYETIMBO yBUAEI
ceOs1 Ma1alo1Iero BHU3 B YEPHOTY, a TaM, BHU3Y, MOJIBIXaJT OTOHb,
BCE BbIIIIE U BbIIIE MOJHUMAS S3bIKM TUIaMeHu. OQdepTraHue or-
Hs HAIIOMMHAJIO Y€M-TO Bpoze Y€pra ¢ poramu. Ilnamsa Ha Hero
IJISLIENIO Y 3JIWJIOCh, TIOJTHUMASICh BCE BBIILE U BBIIIE, U BOT YKe
MOYTH JIOXOZIMJIO IO CAaMOT'0 BBICOKOTI'O JIEpeBa B Jiecy. JTa camast
KapTUHKA, YTO PE3KO MOSIBUJIACH B €T0 T'0JIOBE, HUKAK HE XOTena
ucnapAtbes. OHa BCE peciieoBajia €ro MbICIH U P 3aKPhITUN
I71a3 CTAHOBWJIACh BCE sipue U peayctuyHee. OT TaKoro yxaca
OH MPUIIEN B ceOs1 M OTIPBITHYI Ha3a/l, KaK MPaBOil HOToi 3a1ie-
IWJI 32 KOJMIOYKY M yriaji. CTapuk, 4To BCE 3TO BPeMs CUJEN, Ha-
Yaji HeoIOOPUTENTBHO MOTaTh TOJIOBOW. EMy, KOHEYHO, HpaBUT-
cs1 M”HAIIMaTuBa Oyayniero koiayHa. Ho He Takum e criocooom
YBUJETh MU, YTO CKPBIT OT OOBIYHOTO IJ1a3a. ApTeMUil TOJIBKO
YTO MOOBIBATT B MUPE CYIIECTB, OOMTAOIIMX B TIOI3EMHOM I1ap-
CTBE.

— W 410 %€ Thl yBUIEN? — CITYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT TIOUHTE-
pecoBajics KonayH, — [logenuck ¢ Hamu.

[TapeHb MOCMOTpEJT HAa CTapyKa, 3aTeM M Ha AeBYIIKY. OH aa-
e He 3HaJl, KaK OOBSCHUTH TO BUJICHHE, YTO PE3KO MOCETHIIO



ero. OHO OBUIO CTPAIIHBIM U COBCEM HEOOBSICHUMBIM. OCOOEHHO
TPYy/IHO Oy/IeT OOBSICHUTh TOMY, KTO B TAKHMX BeIllax ac.

— 917 51 Buzien cTpalIHbIX CYIIECTB C KAKUM-TO CK PIOUESHHBIMU
naJibllaMu, KaK BETKHU JE€PEBbEB, C VITMHHBIM M OCTPOKOHEYHBIM
HOCOM W TOPSAIIMMU TJIa3aMH. Y HEKOTOPBIX CYIIECTB UMEIUChH
XBOCTHI ¥ pora. OHU OBUIM HACTOJIBKO YKACHBI, UTO MHE XOTe-
JIOCh TTOCKOpee, YTOObI KapTHHA paccesiyiach B Ipax, U BCE 3TO 3a-
KOHUMJIOCh. CTOJIBKO OO 51 HE UCTIBITHIBAJI HUKOT/IA, — C OOJIBIO
B IJIa3aX OTBETWJI APTeMUI U OTBEPHYJICS OT CBOMX CITyTHUKOB.
YcraBui cBO¥ B30p Ha 3BE3AHOE HEOO 1 HAOMIOAAT 32 POKICHH-
eM 3BE3]] U CMOTpeT Ha TuiaHeTy Benepa.

Henyika ¢ BHy4YKo# neperssiHyauch. OHU MOHSIM, 4TO Ta-
peHb He ObLT TOTOB KO BceMy 3ToMy. [TosTomy M nipuaércs mo-
CTapaThCsl, YTOOBI MOATOTOBUTD €r0 TIIATENILHO K MPUXO/TY «BBIC-
IIed CUJIbI», KaK [yMaJl caM CTapblii YepHOKHIKHUK. [TocTosH-
HO BHYYKE TBEpIOWJI, YTO €ro BpeMsl MOAXOOUT K KOHILY, a 3TO
3HAYUT, YTO HY’KHO CPOUHO HAUTH YUEHUKA U OCTABUThH EMY JIap.
OH, KOHEYHO, XOTeJI OCTaBUTh CBOM Jap BHYYKE, HO MO 3aKO-
HY YEpHOKHWKHUKOB M €r0 TPEAKOB HEJb3sl, YTOObl MYKCKOW
TI0J1 OCTaBJISUT sKeHCKOMY. OT 3TOro MOXkeT POU30MTH HeTlorpa-
BUMBII BpeJl Tely U pa3syMy camMOl BeJbMe, UTO MOJydyaeT Jap
oT KosigyHa. Bot u Haménca ApremMuii — MOJIOAOW MApeEHb JBa-
JIIATH JIBYX JIET, CAPOTa, HUKOMY HEeHYKHBIN M3roi. Takue Kak
pa3 camble JIJAKOMbIEe KYCOUKH J/1J1s1 HEUMCTOMN CUJTBL.

— Hy nagno, napens. Y 1ebs Bc€ nonyuutcs. Bepsb B ce0st, —
TMOZICEB PAZIOM K OymymieMy KOJIYHY, HOMNBITAICS MOAOOIPUTD



€ro CTapuk. — Y BCeX Ha NepBbli B3IVISA] TAKOE Cy4YaeTcsl, U OHU
6osTCS, MyraoTcs. Beap OHM CTaJKMBAIOTCS C TaKMMH Bella-
mu Briepsble. 1 y 1e6s Bc€ nonmyunrtcs. Bepb B ce6s. 4 caenaio
U3 TeOs KOJ/IyHa. 3a CUUTAHHbIE MeCsIIbl Thl CTAHEIlb CHUIIbHEe
OOBIYHBIX POXKIEHHBIX. ThI CTaHelb MO0 COOCTBEHHOU BOJIE Ta-
KAM. A Takue CUIIbHEE, U UX TPYIHO OOHAPYKHUTh.

[Mapenb 0OepHyIICS K CTApUKy U YAbIOHY/ICA. Tak 1 mopemm-
. Co crneayoouiero IHs y HUX HAYHYTCA CJIENYIOIIUEe UCTIbITA-
HUS M TIEpBbIE THU TEOPETUUYECKON YIEOBI 10 KOJJIOBCKOM JiesI-
TEJIbHOCTH. . .

Kskok

[Tporuia emé oqHa OeCCOHHAst HOUb. ApPTEMHMI He CIiall, a Jie-
’KaJ ¥ MPOCTO IIIsiieNl Ha MOTONOK. B ero romoBe Opumn pas-
HBIE MBIC/IU 1O TOBOAY POAMUTENEN, AHIOTHI, TEX CTPAIIHBIX CY-
IIECTB U, HAKOHell, Oyayieil JOporu B TPYIHBI MHUP KOJIIOB-
crBa. Bece MbIciu cMelanuch BOEIUHO, KaK OT TAKOTO HAXJIbl-
HYBILIETO MMOTOKa pa30oJenach ToloBa M KPOBb IMYJIbCHPOBAJIa
1o BeHaM. BcTaB ¢ nosypa3pylieHHOM KpoBaTH, MAPEHb PELIIT
HE MEeJIUTh U TIOCKOpEe YMBIThCSI, IPUATU B cedsi mocie Oec-
COHHOW HOYM U PacCIpOCUTh Y KOJIyHa Mpo ux cre3io. Ho B 10-
Me CTOsJIa 3710Belas TUrHa. KosayH ¢ BHYYKOU BEIbMOM OT-
cyrctBoBaIM. CTpaHHO! 3HAUMT, BCE ke APTEMUN OTKJTIOUMIICS
Ha HEKOTOPOE BpEMsl, pa3 He YCJbIIIaJl, Kak OHU BCE MPOIAJIH.
HagsepHoe, cHOBa noluiv Ha Kakyio-1o nosisiny. E¢pocunbs pac-
CKa3blBaJIa, YTO €€ NI/l MOCTOSHHO 0 YTpaM ITpoIajaji Ha Ka-



KOU-TO TIOJISIHE, TIe elIé A0 BOCXOJa COMHIIA COOMPAT KaKue-To
KOPEHbSI, JIeIal HACTOM U Pa3KUTrall «KOJIOBCKUE» KOCTPHI.

«Jla yx. DTO OuYeHb WHTEPECHO, MOAyMasl MapeHb, KOrjaa
B KOMHATe MOJIOIIEN K CTApUHHOMY 3€pKauly U YBU ie ceOsl BIIOJ-
HE B3pOCJIOM BHjie B KpacHOM (pake, IIWJIMHIPE Ha TooBe, Oe-
JIbIX MepyaTkax M ¢ MOHOKJIEM Ha KOHYMKe Hoca. — M-na-a-a-
a, BpeMeHa MeHsoTcs. Bmecte ¢ HUM MeHsioch M 5. MOXHO
TaK CKa3aTb, CO3peBal0, YTO JU?! BBUIMTHINA AKEHTIbMEH», HU-
KaK He MOXeT ApTeMuil HamoOoBaTbess coOoi. Takoe Bomeo-
HOE 3epKaJlo, YTO MOXKET MPeoOpa3uTh YesloBeKa Ha Tebix 15
—20 et Bnepén oH BUAUT BHepBble. HUKorga He cTaJkuBa-
CAl C TAKMMU CTPAaHHBIMU UM HEMHOI'O Iyramoiumu Benjamu. Beé
PaBHO JIIOOOIBITCTBO OepET CBOE. JIIOOOMBITCTBO CUJIbHEE CTpa-
xa. Emeé pa3 orspiBast Toro ceds U3 3epKaja ¢ HOT O TOJIOBHI,
OyayIIMiA KOJAYH pelin BHIATH Ha YJIUIly U pa3Benarbh oOCTa-
HOBKY Bo3Je joMa. Kak emy kazanock, OyATO Ha yjuile KTO-TO
O6poau. [ToCTOSTHHBIN TOMOT OOJIBIIUMHU CAIOTAMU, YEH-TO TH-
XWW ¥ Hepa300pUMBHIN IIETOT 3BAN €r0 32 COOOH.

— Apre-e-e-M-u-1! Tol 30€Ch, ApTe-€-e-M-u-1?! — nocblal-
¢4 LIENOT.

— K10 310? — OrsapBasich 1o CTOpoHamM, CIPOCUJI MapeHb
Y TIPUIITY PUICSL.

— 910 51, ApTe-e-e-M-u-1!

— K10 310? — nepeiuén Ha memnor.

— TBost Mmama. S mpuruia k Tede, YToOb 3a0paTh TeOs1, — CHOBA
MOCJIBIIAIICS KEHCKUU IIETOT.



— Mama? — yaMBIEHHO 331 BOIIPOC, HO ke He TuXO. — Kak
Takoe BO3MOXHO? Bhl ke B Mae morudmu ¢ oriioM. 1 He Bepio
B 3T0!

[Mocne Toro, Kak cKkasan «BbI ke MOrUOINU» TOJIOC TPEKPATHIT
CBOI1 pa3roBOp ¢ mapHeM U ucue3. Kak Hu crapaiicsi OH K HeMy
0OpaTUTHCS U 3aCTABUTh TOBOPUTD, HUKAK HE MOTy4aiock. ['omoc
MPOCTO HE OKJIMKAJICA.

«Bupate, mouyaunaoce MHe BCE 3TO», — MNOLyMall MapeHb
¥ Jajibllie Peli pa3BeiaTh OOCTAHOBKY TEPPUTOPHH JIOMA.
Ha tepputopun crosina TeMens, OyaTo ceivac ObUIO HE yTpO,
a Houb. [Tpoiias HECKOMBKO METPOB, ApTeMuil BO3JIE TOTO CamMo-
0 yMBIBaJIbHUKA OOHAPYKHJI Be Oapu ¢ Boou. Kak onu Morim
OKa3aThCsl BO3JIE YMBIBAJIbHHKA, €CITU MAPEHb HE JOCTABAJ BOLY
u3 xomoaua? Yyneca! B 3ToT camblii MOMEHT, KOorga oH 00 9TOM
TIOyMaJT, IOCITBIIIAJICSI XPYCT BETKH 3a €ro roJIOBOW M CTPaHHOE
yxanbe. [ToqHSIB roJIoBy Ha psOM CTOSIIYIO €KY, OH YBHIEI Ie-
pen coboil COBEpITIIEHHO OTPOMHYIO U ITy3aTYI0 COBY C OOJIBIIIMMU
OpaHKeBbIMH IJ1a3aMU. DTO 3HAYUT, KaK Obl CKa3ajl CTapuK Oy/Ib
OH psijioM, cuia aajna o cebe 3HaTh. CoBa, UTO cujena Ha Eke
MUHYTY Ha3aj, TPHIONHSIACh, BBEPX 3a]paB rOJOBY, PacKphl-
Jla KPbUTbsl M YIIOPXHYJIA OT TapHsI, IIPA STOM KaKJIbIi pa3 yxasi
M U3]aBast KaKUe-TO CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH.

«Bo pena. Hano e Takoe BUIIETh U CIIBINIAT», — OCTAJICS Ta-
peHb C PACKPBITOM MACTHIO M BCE BPeMsI CTapaJiCsi MOCMOTPETh
Ha caMyIo BEpXYIIIKY €JI1, OTKy/a yierena nruna. Ho Gosbiie 3a-
TIOMHWJTHCH T71a32a COBBI. OHM OBUTH HEPEaTbHO OONIBIINMU, KPYT-



JILIMU ¥ KAKUMU-TO 37bIMU. KpyIiible 11a3a, Kak Tapesku, a ca-
Ma nTuiia Oputa orpoMHO#. HeT, maske He MpocTo OrpoOMHOM, Kak
cKkopee KUpHOW. Takux COB HaAo elle Mmouckatb. BugHo, 4to
HermpocTast NTUYKa OblJIa PAIOM.

«JlagHo, Hamo emE pa3 ocMmotrpeTh oM. Ho s Hauvana
YMBITbCSI», — €IIE pa3 MOAyMaJ MapeHb W MPUHSUICA 32 AEJO.
CriepBa B3s1 6a/1pI0 B PYKH 1 HAJTWI B YMBIBAJIBHUK BOJIY, 3aTEM
KaKMM-TO MaXHYIIIMM MBUIOM HaMBLIHII JIMIIOM, TIOYUCTHIT 3yOBl
TOXE KaKOW-TO MaxHyIlIen KuaAKocTbio. CaenaB 1efo, HakOHell,
BBITEP PYKaMH JIUIIO U MOMIENT B IOM, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH Ha JAPO-
Ba. B mepBblii IeHb B IOME PO MOJIBIXAJI OTOHb B KAMUHE, KPY-
rom Obuti cBeun. CTapuk, 1Mo Bceld BUAMMOCTH, CaM MacTepHJI
cBeun. HaBepHoe, Opa maceuHslii BOCK M cKaTaj BCE 3TO, 3apa-
Hee I10 cepe/IHe MOoIOoKUB putwiib. [lapeHb oueHb X0Te, YTOObI
Y OT Hero OblTa XOTh KaKasi-To 1oJjib3a. CeromHs HapyoOuT JpoB,
CIIenuT CBeur u yoepercs B jome. Ho ecm Obl OH 3HauI, Kakue
€ro HEOXXKUAAHHOCTU OYIyT OKUAATh BO BPEMSI CErO 3aHATHS, TO
BOOOIIIE OBl HE CTAJT YTO-TMOO MPEeIITPHHAMATD.

CriepBa B3s1J1 METIY, YTO CTOsUIa B YIUIy, HA4aJl 9TUM IOIMeE-
TaTh OIABIIIKE JINCThs ¥ XBOIO OT eJI1. MeT/ia Obljia ’KE€CTKOM U CO-
BCEM HE XOTeJia MoAMeTaTh. BApyr U3 HUOTKy4a NOAHSIICS BETEP
Y HavyaJl KPYKUTh BO3JIE ApTeMUs B BHUIE MAJEHbKOIO BHUXPSI.
Bc€ 3aHOBO pazdpocaB TO, UTO OH MOAMEN, HAYal MOTUXOHBKY
MOJXOIUTh K MapHI0. BpLIO olllyllieHre, 4To 3TO BOBCE HE CTU-
XMs1, a CHOBA HeKasl CWJIa, 4TO MPOBEPsiIa HEMHOTO UCITYyTaHHOTO
KOJITYHa.



— TIO. Otoiign ot MeHs1, BeTep NMPOKJIATHIA. S He gamcs Te-
6e, — C UCITyTaHHBIM TOJIOCOM MPOM3HEC APTEMHI U OTMaXHUBAJI-
cs1 OT MpUOJIMIKAIOIIErocsl BeTpa CBoeld MeTENKou. B3siB kperko
JBYMsI pyKaMy METJTY, OH OTMaxHUBAJICS €10 U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPO-
Hy. Em€ mpu 3ToM meiTasics nomnacth TOYHO 1O BETPY, HO OH ObLI
JIMIII BETPOM, BO3/IyXOM, YTO HE CMOT HUYEro TaKOro CAesarh.

Cryctst Bpemsi BeTep yTuxoMupuiics. Buxpb ucues. Byayimii
KOJIJIyH CUZIe] Ha 3emMJie U ITyOoKo Jibiai. Berep pactBopuiics,
9TO 3HAYUT, YTO MOOETY MOKHO 3anucarh Ha napHsi. OH OTorHa
371010 Opartiia BeTpa, UTo MBITAJICS BBITYBaTh BCE MBICIH U BBICO-
CaTh JXKU3Hb C TIOMOIIIBI0 MAJIEHBKOTO PeOEHKA — BUXPSI.

«Hy u nagno. { npomén sto. I cMor oxepkarh modeay Haj
3JIBIM U YKaCHBIM BeTpoM. Al f1a si! At Mosonent! — XBaui ca-
MOTro ceOsl ¥ TIPOJOJIKATT MECTH YIaCTOK BOKPYT loMa. YepeHok
OT METJIBI TaK Y MPBITAJI 0 €10 PyKe, TO CKOJIL3UJI, UTO PYKH CaMu
1o ceOe OTHETUISIUCh. A BOT BETKH JIePEBbEB MOCTOSIHHO AEpra-
JIMCh U 1IesiecTesin, OyaTo rosopuiid ¢ napaeM. OTOpocuB B CTO-
POHY METIy, OH IIOCKOpee MmoOexkan mooinmke K oMy, OCTaHO-
BUJICSI BO3JIE KPBUIbIIA U OcMOTpesics. HuKakoro moctopoHHero
NPUCYTCTBUS OH TaM He oOHapy:xui1. CHOBa MOAOMIS K METENKE
Y TIOTPOTraB 32 YEPEHOK, APTEMMUIl B351J1 €€ B PyKH U CHOBA IPO-
JOJIKaJl MECTH IBOP, IPUTOBApUBAsi: — 3aMeETY s1 TYT BCE, U3BEILY
s cTpax cBOM. Jla He BO3bMYT MEHsI, UEPTHU MTPOKJISIThIC» U CMEsLI-
Cs1 TAKMM CTPAIIIHBIM TOJIOCOM, YTO 9XOM Pa3HOCHUIICS €r0 rojioc
1o Bcemy Jiecy. OT TaKoro CTPaIHOro rpoxoTa U3 HeKOTOPBIX Jie-
PEBBEB CTASIMU PA3JIeTaIHCh THIIBL. OCOOSHHO OT OOMBIIION COC-



HBI, UTO HAXOAWJIACh B TPEXCTAX METPOB OT TOI'O MECTA, I7IE CTO-
su1 napeHb. bpocus MeTiy Hazemb, ApTeMuii NOAOMIEN K TIEHBKY,
I7ie JIe3BMeM ObLT BOTKHYT TOIOp. BeITalmmB Tomop, mapeHs py-
KO TTPOBEN 110 JIE3BUI0, MEJJIEHHO MPOBE/Is YiKe Mo 00yXy U 3a-
KOHYMJI CH€ JIeJI0 C XBOCTOBOH YacTu. Ps1oM jiexkanu HeCKOb-
KO HEOOPYOJIEHHBIX TIOJIEHbEB C CyubsiMu. [I0CTaBUB OJJHO Ha Tie-
HEK, OH pa3MaxHyJICsl TOIIOPOM, HO MO MojieHe He nonai. [ome-
HO IIPOCTO OTJIETENIO B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO ObICTpasi sipKasi 3Be3/1a.
Yro-To 60opMoUa mpo cedst CHOBA MOCTABUIT 3TO e CAMOE MOJIEHO
1 pasmaxHyscsa. Ha cei pa3 nmomnan 1o neHTpy, HO JIE3BUE PE3KO
3aTyIuIIo.

«YTt0 32 uygeca?», — nogyman ApTeMUd U CHOBA PeLlnI BOC-
nosb30Bathcsi TonopoM. Ho Ha cell pa3 yaaputhb 1o neHbky. Tak
¥ €CTh — Jie3BHe ObUIOo TynbiM. Hao ObIIo ero KaMHeM 3aTOUYHTh.
CnepBa oH ero ocmotpein. Tornop Obl1 cTapbiM, a Jie3BUE pxka-
BBIM, TIOSTOMY JJIs1 Ha4aJsia CTOMJIO Obl IOYUCTHUTD €10, 3aTEM yike
HauaTb 3aTouKy. [Toka ucKkan BO3MOXHOCTH /1JIs1 UUCTKU JIE3BUS
TOIOpa, B JIECY MOCJBIIAJICA CTPAHHBIM LIYyM, YTO Ha HEKOTO-
poe BpeMsl NApHIO IPULIUIOCH OTBJIEYbCS U OCMOTPETh TEPPUTO-
puto. Ha yyacTke Bo3/e 1oMa HUKOro He OKa3ajock. CTpaHHO.
Ho mrym-10 KTO-TO npon3Bén. B3ss B pyku TOnop, OH Havas Xo-
JUTB 110 JIECY, HEAJIEKO OT AoMa. [lenas Buj, 4To TaKou CMEJbIA
Y HanopucTeii. B siecy Toxxe HUKOro He okaszajiock. Torga Apre-
MuH 3arisHya B 1oM. Ho u gom nycroBan. Crosiia Takasi cTpari-
Hasl TUIIMHA, YTO B 9TOM CaMOM TUIIIMHE MOKHO ObLJIO YCITBIIIATD

CTYK cepaia.
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