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I'1aBa nepBast

B manom 3ane A 3acegaHuil BOKPYr OBAJIBHOTO CTOJA CHIETN YJIeHbl KOPOJIEBCKOUM TUHA-
cruy, Bxoausive B BepxoBHbil CoBer Ceepcrana. [Ipunip Octop, IUIOTHO niepe] STUM OTKYIIAB-
WA, OTKPOBEHHO TIOXPAIBIBAI B YIIOOHOM Kpeciie, pa3BaIMBIINCH U MPUOTKPBIB pOT. OcTaibHbIe
YJIEHBl COBETA Pa3MBIIUISUIA KTO O YeM, IPEKPACHO MOHKUMAs!, YTO UX MHeHue i Kopois Cesep-
CTaHa HUYEro He 3HAYUT, U MPUIJIAIIEHbI OHU CIOJIA JIMIIIb Oarogapsi BEKOBOM TPaIUIIVH.

CupeBinid BoO 11aBe ctosia TOppeH, CypoBO XMYPSCh, A€l BUJ, YTO CIYLIAET JTOKJAJl CeHe-
1ajisi O COOBITUSIX, CIYUMBIIMXCS B CTpaHe 3a BpeMsi ero oTcyTcTBusi. OIUH ero CypoBbIi B3IJIsI]
HABOJWJI TPENeT Ha BceX CUISAIIMX B 3ajie. [T Ha ero B3pICKaTeIbHOE JIMLIO, HUKTO U MPEICTaBUTh
HE MOT, YTO KOPOJIb MOMPOCTY HE CIBIIAN CJIOB — OH AyMaJl O MPEJECTHON JIEBOUKE, XKIyIIeW ero
B CHAJIbHE.

OT OIHOM MBIC/IM O TOM, YTO YK€ COBCEM CKOPO OH CMOXKET TBIJIKO MPUKATHCA K ee rydam U
CIITBCS C HEH B OJJHO IIeJI0e, BCE JieJla KOPOJIEBCTBA Ka3auch MEJIKUMU M HeHYKHbIMU. W oTped-
HOCTb CHJIETD 3]IECh, [IeJlasi YMHOE JIUIIO, YTHeTaa.

[TpepriBasi nOKJIa1 ceHelalls, B 321 BCTYIIJI ellle OJMH YeJI0BEeK U 3aMep Ha Iopore, He 3aX0/s
BHYTpb. Bce, Kak OIWH, MOBEPHY/IUCh K HEMY U ToOieanem. Koposis Toxke MocMOTpes Ha HEero U
HEJIOyMEHHO MPUTOAHSLT OPOBb.

Uro 371ech HYKHO 1J0pMeHy Bette, riaBe TaitHOro KoposieBckoro cbicka? Kak oObyHO, Mpu-
HeC AypHble BecTu? DX, Kak He BoBpeMs! ToppeH paccuuThiBal MUHYT 4epe3 JeCATb 3aKOHUYMUTh
COBelllaHue U TIepeiTy K Oosiee MPUATHBIM JIelaM B COOCTBEHHOM crianbHe. He monyunrtcs. OO0meHne
C MJOPMEHOM, KaK MPaBUJIO, PacTATUBAJIOCh HA HECKOJIBbKO YaCOB.

— Uro-TO cpouHOe, yBaxkaeMbIil IJ1aBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa? — CIIPOCHUII OH, BCe ellle
HAJIESICh OT/AENAThCS OT HACTBIPHOTO MOJIAHHOTO.

— Upe3BbIYaifHO CPOYHOE M BaKHOE, Ballle BEINYECTBO, — BeTTe OblT Kak-TO OCOOEHHO XMYP.

Ero koctiom GbUT B HEOOBIYHOM OECropsijIKe, Ha KOCTOUKAX MPAaBOM PYKU BHHEIUCH KPACHO-
BaThle IPaMbl, OYITO KTO-TO YMYAPHUIICS MOTPBI3ThH MIOPMEHY IsicTh. Kopoib, HegoymeBast, raja,
KTO ObI 3TO MOT ObITh. CoOaka? Ho Kak Takoe IOMyCTHJI caM JII0pMeH?

OrtBiiekas ero, mpo3Byyan TpedoBaTebHbIN Borpoc Bette, ckopee aaxe npukas:

— Bbl MOKeTe yaenuTh MHE KPYITUILYy BAlllero AParoleHHOro BpeMeHH, Ballle BEIMYeCcTBO?

Ero ToH ObUT MPOHUYHBIM, JaXe BbI3bIBAIOIIUM. TOppeH MOHsLI, YTO JeJI0 U BIPSIMb HE Tep-
NUT oTIarateIbCcTB. CMUPHUBIIKCH, HEOPEKHBIM KUBKOM OTOCJIAJ POAMYEH ITPOUYb ¥ BEJTMYECTBEHHBIM
JKECTOM BeJIe]I IIaBE TAMHOI'O ChICKA 3aHATh MECTO ITOJJIE Ce0sl.

CeB B npeyIokeHHOE €My Kpecsio, BeTte noxascs, Korjaa 3ajl NOKMHET MOCIeJHUIN MpecTa-
BUTEJIb KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbH, U3yYalollle MOCMOTPEST Ha KOPOJIsl M TOJIBKO TOT/IA C HATIOPOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Ha Amupesb He JeiCTBYIOT 3allIUTHBIE aMYJIeThl, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO!

ToppeH mocMoTpest Ha YKpalaBIIui ero pyKy OpacyieT U yCOMHUJICS:

— Drtoro He MoxeT ObITh! 1 He moguMHAIOCH €i1!

DJI0pMEH OTPULIATENILHO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— D70 BHI TaK cYMTaeTe, MOW KOpoJb. Baiia n3dpaHHuIIa MPOCTO He BhigaBaia ceds. 51 Toxe
ObLIT yBEpeH, UTO C aMyJIeTOM MPOTUBOIEICTBUS MHE ee MPHUKa3bl He CTpalllHbl, HO omubcs. boree
TOro, — IJlaBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA CKPUBUJICS U OpOCKI CKOH(YKEHHBIH B3IJIS Ha CBOIO
MOKOIIAHHYIO PYKY, — OHAa MOXET yIpPaBJIATh JIIOAbMU MbIcTIeHHO! [laxke He Bciyx!

Koposmio 310 mokasanoch NOIHON epechio, ¥ OH MO3BOIUI cede MpeHeOpeKUTEIbHO YCMeX-
HYThCS.

— C 4gero BHI 3TO B3 ?

DTa yCMellKa 3a/ie/1a TOpAEIMBOrO CEBEPCTaHLIA.
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— OHa ryJisijia o JBOPIIOBOH IIJIOIIA U BO BpeMsI Ballleil KOPOHAIIMM BOIIPEKU BallleMy 3arpeTy.
Sl mBITasICsl OCTAaHOBUTH €€ U HEe CMOT, XOTsI Ha MHE ObLI 9TOT amyJieT. Boee Toro — 1o ee npukasy s
CTaJl COBEpIIaTh HEJIeTIble MOCTYIKH, KOTOPble HUKOTAa He COBEPIIMI Obl cam!

Kopoimio He X0Tenoch B 3T0 BEpUTh.

— Bo3MoxHO, Ball amyaeT HCIOPTHIICS ? — MPEATIONOKUI OH.

— Panpinie oH feficTBoBaIT 6€30TKa3HO, MO KOPOJIb, — I0PMEH MPUIIOMHIII OTBPATUTEIbHBIN
BKYC COOCTBEHHOTO KyJIaka BO PTY, CBOIO OECIIOMOITHOCTbh M HETOyIolle KOHCTaTUpoBal: — Boiock,
CUJIbl AMHpenb 3a TIOCTIeJHee BpeMsl YCHITHITUCh. MHOTOKpaTHO.

— Kak 310 Mor/1o mpou3oiti? — moMpayHeB, 3aJaJ1 YUCTO pUTOpUdecKuil Borpoc ToppeH, yxe
MpeAronaras, yro CIy4rIoch.

— OHa Hania amyJnet KoposeBsl Jlycuu, — moaTBepaun ero norajaky Berre. — Bugumo, oH ObL1
HE CJIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO CIIPSITaH.

— He cnmmkom xoporio crpsitan? — BO3MYILIEHHO TIOBTOPUJI 32 HUM KOPOJIb. — [la Mou npeKu
MCKAaJIM ero Bce BpeMsi C MOMEHTA MTPOMaXH, a UMEHHO rocsie cmeptu ABaotus Tperbero! Bech aBo-
pell mpovecasi cBepxy JoHu3y. [IpoBepeHo ObUIO Bee 10 MocieHero qoiiMa. Mo# nef 1 oTel] Toxe
STUM 3aHUMAJTUCh U HIYETO He HaIlum!

Berte pa3Ben pykamu. B cBoux BbIBOIax OH ObLT yBEpEH.

— Torpa ocraercs ofHO: — amyJieT Mo3Bas ee caM. He 3Hato Kak, HO KaMeHb Ternepb y Hee OfIHO-
3HauHO. U 3TO cMepTenbHO omacHo M AJis Bac, U i Bcero CeBepcrana. Hukorma He 3Haelb, YTo
MOXeT B30PECTH B TOJIOBY JIEBUOHKE, PYKOBOIMMOM Marn4ecKuM KamHeM. Bpsij iu oHa cMOkeT nof-
YUHUTH ero ceode.

Koposib rysko CriioTHyJ 1 Harpsrcs.

— Henpaena. OHa He IPUYMHUT MHE HEMPUATHOCTEN. Tak e Kak U CBOE CTpaHe.

SnAopMeH MOMpaBUl €ro, HEMPUS3HEHHO OCKJIA0sICh:

— He nmpuymHsiia, HOTOMY 4YTO BBl €€ He TPOTraiv. A eclu el He 1o JyIie TO, YTO Bbl coOupa-
erech ¢ Hell crenarh? Ecim oHa permmt MctuTh? Torma Mel Bece OyieM COBEpIIEHHO Oe33allUTHBI.
BcriomuuTe, Beqp I71aBbl 3HATHEWINIMX POIOB KOPOJIEBCTBA yKe MOKIISUTUCH el B BepHocTu! Eciu He
CTaHeT Bac, 4To JJIs Hee BOBCE He Mpo0JieMa, OHa CTAHOBUTCS €MHOBJIACTHOM KoposieBoii! U 310 He
oOcyxmaetcs. [IpoTuBoneiicTBOBATh €i He CMOXKET HUKTO.

[NoHsB ero npaBoTy, KOPOJIb 3aKPbUT PyKaMH JIMIIO U TUXO 3acToHal. Heykto y AMupesns ObLt
CTOJIb JIaJIeKO UAyIwii mian? OH B 9TO HE BEPUJL.

— Konaynsio Hamo yOpath! — r1aBa TalHOTO Chicka ObuUT Oe3amnesuissimoHeH. — [IpuueM Kak
MOXHO ObicTpee. Ilpolre Bcero mBBIPHYTh B €€ TOKOW CKJISIHKY C YAYHIUIMBBIM Ta30M M TUIOTHO
3aKPBITh JIBEPb.

— Her, — KOposb IOIHST TOJOBY M C BBI30BOM TIOCMOTPEN Ha MPAYHOTO COOECeJHUKA. — DTOro
s1 HE TI03BOJTIO!

— Torma rotoBbTECh OTEPSTH IPECTOI, Ballle BEIMYECTBO! — 3710 OTPyOMJI IJIaBa TAitHOTO KOPO-
JIEBCKOT'O ChICKA. — ECIIM BBI TOTOBBI JKUTh, KAXKYI0 MUHYTY OKHIasl yaapa B CIIMHY, TO s BaM HIYEM
MIOMOYb HE MOTY.

OH BcTas1, He CIIUIIKOM HU3KO MOKJIOHWJICS M BBILIE, MOCIETHUMH CJIOBAMH pyrasi po ceos
KOPOJIS 32 IJTYIYI0 MSITKOTEJIOCTh U MIUOTCKYIO BITIOOJICHHOCTb.

Ocrapumich oauH, TOppeH THEBHO 3apblyajl, OTKMHYB TOJIOBY M JI0 OO/IM CkaB KyJaku. Emy He
XOTeJIOCh BepHUTh BerTe, HO OH MoHUMAaJ, 4To TOT He BpeT. [la u 3auem? Ero cioBa j1erko mpoBepurh,
YTO OH cefuac U cliesiaer.

HemHoro nomeams, 4To0 YCIIOKOMTHLCS, KOPOJIb HANIPaBHJICS B CBOM MOKou. ClioBa a5i10pMeHa
ero obeckypaxwm. Eciu BeTte nipaB, 1 AMHpesis MOKET yIPaBJIATh JTOIMHU JIa)Ke MBICJICHHO, HE
OTKpbIBasi pTa, TO YTO €l CTOMT 3aCTaBUTh €T0 OTPEUbCsl OT TPOHA B CBOIO MOJb3y? la HUYero.
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Ho on Bce paBHO oT Hee He oTkaxercs. Hu 3a uro. [IpeacraBuB ee HEBEpOSATHBIE CUHUE TJ1a3a,
MaHSIIMEe PO30BbIe TYObI, YCKOPHJI IIIAr U 9yTh He ToOexasl. PacraxHy JBepy B ee TIOKOU U HEKHO
MO3BA:

— AmMupenb! — HUKTO He OTKJIMKHYIICS. OH KpUKHYJI ellie pa3, morpomye: — AMUpesb, Joporasi!

OtBeroM emy OblIa MEpTBEHHasl TUIMHA. Hexoporiiee nmpeqayBcTBUE TPOH3WIO TPpyab. Top-
PEeH OBICTPBIMU IHIAramMK OOOIIIE)T CMATBHIO W Myl TOCTHHYIO, OTHaHHYIO ed mon Oymyap. I[Tycro.
[TpoBeput Bce ee KOMHATBI, IOTOM CBOM U JIa)ke B TapAepOOHOM Cpe/in Ofiek abl TocMoTpet. Hukoro.

Bboinies1 13 okoeB, ¢ KaMeHHBIM JIUIIOM CITPOCUJT CTPAKHUKOB, JICKYPHUBIINX Y BXO/IA, HE BBIXO-
aina i Amupesb. CTpakKHUKH, BCE C aMyJIeTaMH TTPOTUBOACHCTBHYSA, TPYKHO OTBETUIIN, YTO TIOKOU
BOOOIIE HUKTO HEe TIOKUAJ.

Toraa oH BeI3BAJT KAMEPUCTKY C TOPHUYHOW M CBOMX JIOBEpEHHBIX CIyr. [Ipuka3an um oObic-
KaTh MOKOM U BBISICHUTb, UTO MCUe3J10. becc cpasy poraganachk, 4to CIyIuioch, U, OOJIEJHEB, PhsHO
MIPUHSLIACh 32 TIONCKH.

Kopons cunen B cBoeM TMUHOM KaOWHETe, Oe/IHbIA, KaK Y3HHK, U3 KOTOPOTO MBITKOU BHIITY-
CTUJIH BCIO KpoBb. C:KMMasI B pyKax OOKaJl C BUHOM, YyBCTBOBAJI JMYaiilliee pa3oyapoBaHUe U HE
3HaJI, YTO €My JIeNIaTh.

['maBa TaifHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA OBLT MpaB — JIOBEPsATh AMHpeIh ObLIO Henb3st. OHa coe-
JKaJia Jlaxe Mocye TOoro, Kak OH, 10 CyTH, OTAAJI € CBOIO KU3Hb !

W He ToNBKO KU3HB — MpeHeOperas BCeMH 3aKOHAMM KOPOJICBCTBA, CO3JAHHBIMU €r0 BeJIH-
KVMH TIPEeJKaMH, OH PeIvI Bo3BeCcTH Ha TpoH Oactapna! [TycTh 3aMacKMpOBAaHHOTO TIO]T 3aKOHHOTO
pebeHka, Ho, 1o cyTH, yomoaka! M BoT yeM oHa eMy oTIuiaTuia!

Crosip yepHO# HeOIaroIapHOCTH KOPOJIb elrie He 3Hal. Teneppb Bce To, 0 YeM rOBOPHII eMY IJIaBa
TAHOTO ChICKA, U BO YTO €My OTYASIHHO HE XOTEeJIOCh BEPUTh, OKA3AIOCh KECTOKOW HETIPUIJISIIHOM
MpaBJIOi.

AMupeJib BITIOJTHE MOXKET 3aXOTeTh BJIACTH, IyCTh He ceivac, a B OyaymieM. M craneT KoposieBow.
U Bo3bMET Ccebe Myka, 1 3T0 OyaeT He oH. VI poiuT neTeil, KOTopble 3aKOHHO MPUMYT y Hee MPecTol
1 KOPOHY.

W crapuHHas muHACTHSA, PEICTABUTEIEM KOTOPOR OH SIBJISICTCS, TIPEPBETCS.

OH He MOXET 3TOro JOIMYCTHUTb.

Ee npenarenbcTBO BCe pelaer.

Jo 1aBIINCh, KOT/IA CYTH ¢ OEJBIMU OT CTpaxa JIMIAMU JOJOKUIA eMy TO, O YeM OH JIaBHO
Jorajajcs, BeJes Mmo3BaTh IJ1aBy TAHOTO KOPOJEBCKOTo Chicka. TOT siBUJICS OBICTPO, IOHMUMAS, YTO
yXe MPOU30ILIO.

— Amupens ucuesna, — 3assBii ToppeH, eiBa I0PMEH OTBECHJI MOA0OAIONTHIA TIOKJIOH. — B
MO€W OfieXkIe.

ToT HUYYTh HE YOVBHICS.

— 4 storo u oxugan. Ho cMero Bac 3aBepuTh, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, U3 JBOPIIA OHA HE BBIXOAMJIA,
BO BCSIKOM Clly4ae, U3 JBepeid, X Bcero Bocemb. S mpoBepu Bce.

— Kax BbI 3TO MOTITH clieiaTh? — KOPOJIb MOKa3asl COOECeTHUKY Ha OYTBUTKY C BUHOM, TTpejyiarast
BBIITUTh, HO TOT OTPUIIATEJIHHO KA4YHYJI TOJIOBOM. — BHI jke caMu yTBepXkIaeTe, YT0 OHA MOXKET IPH-
Ka3aTh, ¥ ee HUKTO He yBUIUT. VI He 3anoMHUT, uTo BUjel. HaBepHsIKa OHa Takoe W MPOBEPHYJIa
C MOVIMH JIIOJIbMHU.

— BuHO 3aTymaHuBaeT MO3IH, — )KECTKO CKa3as IJlaBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa, HEOH00-
PUTENILHO TIISTHYB Ha OOKaJI B PyKax KOpPOJIs.

— A MHe OHO HeOOXOIMMO, — MPAYHO TTpu3Hajcs ToppeH, M BOKPYT pacoKyCHPOBAaHHBIM
B3IA0M. — CIMIIKOM BHE3aIHO Bce Tmpou3oluio. Korga xkienib U Bepulllb, MpeIaTeTbCTBO 0CO-
O6eHHO OOJIE3HEHHO.

OH He Mpou3HeC CIIOBO «JII0O0Bb», M BeTTe ObLT eMy 3a 3TO UCKpeHHe OnmarogapeH. He xBarao
eMy ellle BIIOOJIEHHbIX yTemarh!
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— BbIsICHUI 51 3TO OYEHb MPOCTO, — COU3BOJIIJI, HAKOHEIl, MOSICHUTh. OH TepreTh He MOT IIbsi-
HBIX, ¥ KOPOJIb UCKJTIOUeHHEM He ObUL. UTO TONKY FOBOPUTH C YEJIOBEKOM, HEe CIOCOOHBIM TOYHO BOC-
MIPUHUMATH JIEMCTBUTEILHOCTH? — BOKpyr nBOpIa cTosAT Mou joau. [Ipruem Tak, yTo0 He CIbIIATh
HU4ero u3 npoucxoasimero. Ho Buaers. Tak BOT, MHE HUKTO HE JOJIOXKUI O TOM, YTOO KTO-TO, TIOXO-
KU Ha BaIly W30paHHUILY, BBIIIET U3 IBEPEN U MepeceK orpaay. 3HAYNT, OHA YIIUIA JPYTUM ITyTEM.
Wnum BooOIIIE e11ie BO TBOpIIE.

ToppeH SpOCTHO 3aTpsiC TOJIOBOM, C TPYAOM COCPEIOTAYNBASICh.

— Ecnm, xax BbI yBepsieTe, OHa MOKET YIPaBJISTh JIIOAbMUA O€3MOJIBHO, TO BaIlH AEHCTBHS Oec-
cMbiciieHHbl. OHa MOIJIa PUKa3aTh, YTOO ee HUKTO He 3aMevall, TOJIBKO M BCETO.

DNAOpMEH NPUILYPUJICs, OLIEHUBAsI, CTOUT JIM COOOIIATh KOPOJII0 Hal/ICHHBIE UM CBE/ICHHUS.
PemmuB, 4T0 OT COKPHITHS MJIM pa3IJIAIlIeH!s] KX BCE PABHO HUYETO He M3MEHHTCSI, BECOMO MTPOU3HEC:

— 4 mongHsAN TaliHble UCTOYHMKM, HAMMCAHHBIE CBUAETENISIMU O JKU3HU KoposieBbl Jlycun. Tak
BOT, TaM IPsIMO TOBOPHUTCSI — OHA YIpPAaBJIsiia JIOAbMH TOJIBKO Ha pacCTOsHUM ciblmmmoctu! Uy
HAC HET OCHOBAHWM Mperonararb, Y10 AMHUpeNTb MOKET OoJibilie. YK CKopee MEeHbIIe. XapakTep y
Hee ropasjio ciadee. Borock, oHa BooOIIe noarmnasa noj BiaacT CeKyH/10, a Ha U4TO OH CIIOCOOeH 0e3
KOHTPOJISI CBOETO BJIAJIETIbIIa, MBI HE 3HAEM.

— To ecTb ee BIOIHE MOXHO YOUTh? — B TOJIOCE KOPOJISI CIIBIIIAIIACH OMACKA 32 CBOIO JIIOOUMYIO.

— BrionHe, — Ge3MATEKHO COINACKIICS IJ1aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOro chicka. — Kak u moboro
YeJioBeKa. Y Hac ecTh JIyKH U CTpeJIbl, apOasieThl 1 apOajieTHbie 00Tl V1 ONbITHBIE JIyYHUKH U apOa-
neTyrku. OHU BIIOJIHE CMIPaBATCS € 3TOM 3a/1a4eld. Bam crouT Tonbko npukaszars. Haittu mbl ee cMo-
K€M, OHA CIIMIIIKOM MPUMETHA, YTOO CKPBITHCS.

— Her, — Koposb OYyBCTBOBAJT IMKUI CTPax 3a Hee, TaKylo cadyio U XpYIKylo. — YOUBath ee
s 3anpemato! Ho nmoiimats — npukaseiBao. Ho 6e3 uneHoBpenutensctBa! Kak MoxHO msrye!

— IIpu novMke BO3MOKHBI BCSIKUE CUTYyallMM, MOW KOPOJIb, — BKPaJuMBO 3ameTui Berre. — 4
HE MOT'Y FapaHTUPOBATh €e OE30MaCHOCTb.

— Ecim ee mpuaercst OorIymuTh MpH MOMMKE, TO Ha 3TO 51 COIJIACHe J1al0, — JKeCTKO OTBETHJI
kopoib. — Ho He Gornee!

SnAopMeH MOKJIOHUJICS, TIpsYa JIyKaBble I71a3a.

— Cpenaio Bce, 4TO B MOMX CHJIaX, — XOJIOHOBATO 3aBEpWJI OH. — BBI MO3BONMTE MTPOBEPHUTH
BalllM IOKOM? YBEpeH, YCKOJIb3HYJIa OHA U3 HUX.

— OHHu B BaIleM pacriopsKeHUH, — YIPYUYSHHBIH KOPOJb ObLT HEMHOTOCIIOBEH.

[NonHscs v BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI, YTOO He Memmarth novuckaM. [Ipormesn mo 6ecCKOHEeYHbIM KOpU-
J0paM JBOpLIA, 3AJI0KUB PYKH 3a CMHY. Berpeuasiivecs: Ha MyTH MPUIBOPHBIE CKJIOHSUIACH B HA3-
KHX TIOKJIOHAX, JaMBbI JeJIaji TITyOOKHe PEeBEPaHCHI, TIO3BOISABIIUE 3aTJISTHYTh B UX JIEKOJIBTE TOPa3/io
ryOske, HeXeau JO3BOJISUIM MPIIMYMS, HO OH He OTBEeYall, He BU/sl HUKOTO M HUYETO BOKPYT.

Bce Bokpyr Kazanock eMy cepbIM U YHBUIBIM, JIa U cama KU3Hb Obl1a He MuJta. [Tokyna oH ObLT
yBepeH, 4YTo Amupesnb OyeT IpUHAJIekKaTh eMy A0 TeX Mop, OKa He HAJIOECT, YTO MPEACTaBIsIOCh
MaJIOBEPOSITHBIM, MUP BOKPYT CBEPKAJI IPKUMH KPacKaMH, ObLJIO pay 4ero JoOMBaThCs M BIIACTH,
Y TIOBUHOBEHHUSI MTO/ITAHHBIX.

Tenepb Bce MoMeHAI0Ch. M TOBKO OTTOr0, YTO OH HEMPABUIJIBHO OLIEHMJT [TIOMBICIIBI 9TOM IIYCT-
poit neBuiibl. [l1s1 yero oHa coexana? Heyxenu oH HACTOJIBKO e IPOTHUBEH ?

B 310 He Bepuiiock abcomoTHO. Bee KeHIMHBI BOKPYT pajibl OKa3aThCs B ero mnocreinu. U He
CKPBIBAIOT 3TOr0. Bonee Toro — 3aBieKaoT ero BCeMU MBICTUMBIMU MyTSIMHA. 3HAYUT, 3/1€Ch UYTO-TO
apyroe?

B ronoBy npuxoansa oiHa TOJIBKO MbICIb, YK€ BbICKa3aHHAs [TIABOI TAHOT'O ChICKA: € IOHpa-
BUJIach BiacTh. OH 1o ce0e 3HaJI, KaK 3aTArMBaeT Haclak/AeHUe HEeOrPAaHMYEHHOM BJIACTBIO, KAK OHO
TEIIUT CamMoJTioOue.
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HeyxTto oHa momnasachk Ha 3TOT ke Kpiodyok? OH MOMbITAJTICS BCIIOMHUTH €€ CJIOBa, B3IJISIbI,
HACTPOEHUE U He cMOT. B ee MpucCyTCTBUU BCE €ro CUJibl yXOIWIM Ha CAEPKMBAHUE €CTECTBEHHBIX
MY>KCKUX KeJTaHWM, pa3roBapyuBaId OHU KpaiiHe MaJio.

B pesynbrare OH He 3HAeT O Hell MPAKTUYECKU HUYEro!

Ocraetcst HaJIeATHCS HA TAWHBIN CBICK M €r0 SMUCCAPOB U areHToB. OH CIIbIIIAT MHOTO BOCXH-
IIIEHHBIX POCCKa3HeN 00 MX M300peTaTeIbHOCTH, YyThe U JIOBKOCTU B IMOMMKE MPECTYITHUKOB. BoT
MyCTh ¥ JIOKAXYT 3TO Ha Jiesie. AMUpesTb JJTs Hero BaskHee BCcero Ha cBere. Ecim oHa He Oyniet Hail-
JIeHa, TO CMBICJT COTIEpKaTh TaKylo JOPOTYIO U TPOMO3IKYIO CITyKOY, KaK TalHBIN KOPOJIEBCKHIA CHICK,
rcue3HerT. [la ¥ CMBICIT ero KU3HU — TOKeE.

[MopOesxaBimii CTpaXHUK MPUCTYKHYJT 00 MOJT IPEBKOM ajieGap/ibl v ¢ TOPOILTMBBIM TTOKJIOHOM
JOJIOKWIT:

— Moii kopoib, aI0pMeH BeTTe mpocut Bac MpoiTu B Oyayap rocrioxku AMUpPEIb.

«Harnum TaitHblii xo1? — TPOMENIbKHYJIO B rojioBe npuHIia. — [Ipsimo y mens nog Hocom? Kak
9TO MOXET OBbITh ?»

OH nocremm1 B CBOU IMOKOW, 000THAB TIOCaHIIa. [ 71aBa TaltHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA MPAYHO
CTOSIJT y CTEHBI, TIOKPHITON MeIBEXber HIKYPOH, 32IyMUYUBO TOIJIAKMBAST YMCTO BBIOPUTHINA MOA00-
POIIOK.

— Y10 3107 — KOPOJIH TIOZIOIIEST K HEMY U TOXE YCTaBUJICS Ha CTeHY. — Bbl uTO-TO OOHApY)Mmm?

— [MocmoTpuTe BHU3, MOU KOpPOJib, — BeTTe ornycTuil pyKy, YKa3biBasi Ha YTO-TO BUIUMOE €My
OIHOMY.

Koposb Brisigencst B CThIK MeX1y MOJIOM U CTEHOM.

— Huuero He BUXKy, — BBIHYKIEH ObLT Mpu3HaTh. — CTeHa Kak cTeHa. UTo 0cOOEHHOTO BHI B
Hell yrsjenu?

DJI0pMeH 4yTh CJIBIIIHO B3JOXHYJ. KOposib cuuTancsi mpoHUIATeIbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, HO He
BU/JIEJT OUEBUIHOTO.

— Ioxn 30ech OMBIT OYeHb CTPaHHO. Beszie OH MaeabHO YMCT, M TOJIBKO 371eCh Oeriechie pas-
BOJBI BHU3Y. V1 OHU HE CTHPAIOTCSI, TTOXOkKEe, OCTABJIeHbI BEKOBOH MBLIbI0. CKOJIBKO OBl CITy’KaHKU HU
TMBITAIUCH UX OTMBITh, HUUETO HE BBIXOJIUT.

Hacropoxusimiicst ToppeH ¢ CUION pBaHYII 3aK PhIBAIOIIYIO CTEHY MEIBEKBIO IIKYPY, COPOCHB
ee BHU3. [IpUKpBIB I71a3a, POBeJT PyKOH 10 Ka3aBIIeics aeaabHO pOBHOM, O€3 TPeIyH 1 3a3yOpuH,
MOBEPXHOCTHU.

— 3a cTeHol 4yBCTBYIO X010/ U IycTOTy. [Toxoske, BbI IIpaBbl, 37€Ch TaiHbIi Xoa. Ho kak ero
Haiitu? U Kak OTKpbITH?

— 4 Toxe 06 3TOM 1yMan. MOXHO, KOHEYHO, CIIOMaTh CTEHY, HO IBOPEL] CTPOMIIU Ha COBECTb, U
TallHbIe MEXaHU3MbI, OTPHIBAIOIINE X0/, YHUUTOKUTH OYeHb TPYAHO. [la ¥ KTO 3HaeT, Kakue CIOPIpU3bI
KJIyT TOTO, KTO MOMBITAETCSI BOUTHU B TallHbINA X0 HacuIbHO? U He 110 Toro ceituac. OnacHOCTb B TOM,
4qTO 3/1€Ch MOKHO HE TOJIBKO BBIATH, HO U BOUTU. 3aueM 37iech He3BaHble roctu? Tak 4yTo BaM CTOUT
MIOMEHSITh [TOKOM, a Y 3TUX Ha BCAKUI CIIyyail OCTaBUTh IOCTATOYHO CUJIbHBIN Kapaysl. Ho rnaBHoe —
HYKHO BBISICHUTb, Ky/Ia HAIIPaBUJIACh Ballla M30pPAHHUIIA, Y IOATOTOBUTH TaM 3acajy.

Koponb ¢ Hagex 101 NocMOTpe Ha /1JOpMeHa.

— Bsl gymaere, ee ygacrcsi moimMaTth?

['maBa TaifHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA YBEPEHHO MO0OEIIA:

— 3r0 HecnoxHO. OeBaTh-TO €l YTO-TO HAJIO, HE BEK ke OHA Oy/IeT IEeroIsATh B BAITUX IITaHAX.
Jymaro, 3a BeliaMu oHa moejeT B ABepHOypr. To OTTyJa ee YBOJIOK I0OpPMEeH ABEpH, 3HAYHT, y
Hee TaM HaBepHsIKa eCTbh Kakoe-To xuiuiie. [TomHuTe, HaM 0 HeM roBopuII Kyrel? 3psi Mbl TOr/1a He
Y3HAJIH, TJIe OHO HAXOAUTCS, HO Mbl OBICTPO 9TO BBISICHUM.

[Tpn ynomuuanuu BpiokTa, BO3OMHHUBILIETO, YTO MOXKET KEHUThCS HA ero AMUpEIb, KOPOJb
pa3apaxkeHHO CKpPUIHYJT 3y0amu.
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— BoT nMeHHO, — BEpHO MOHSUT €ro BCIBIIKY rpad. — [TOCKOIbKY 9TOT HAIJIbIA KYITYHIIKA
3HAeT ee JIOM, TO CMOXET HaM €ro W Iokas3arb. VMl 4em ObicTpee Mbl YCTPOMM B HEM 3acaiy, TeMm
ayudrie. B ABepHOypr s moexy cam. Ho 1u1st BEpHOCTH Pa3oIILIio MPHUKa3 IO BCEM OTAEIESHUSIM TAHOTO
ChICKa CTPaHbl UCKAaTh CUHEIJIA3YI0 JAEBYIIIKY, CKPBIBAIOIILYIO JIMIO. Ecii TakoByio oOHapyxkar, mycTb
HEMEJIEHHO LIUTI0T MHE I'OHIIA.

— W mue! — HeOBOJIBHO TPUKa3al KOpoiib. — Ho nyutiie st moeny ¢ Bamu.

— Hu B xoem ciyuyae, Mol KOpoJib! — BCTPEBOKWICS IJIaBa TAlTHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA. —
Torna uesp Halero myTenecTBys OyIeT U3BECTHA BCceM, U AMUpEIb TaM He TIOSIBUTCS. MbI JOJIKHBI
JeWiCTBOBATh CKPBITHO, & KaKkasi MOXKET ObITh CKPHITHOCTD, €CJIM Bac BCe B cTpaHe 3HAT B Jwio? C
BaMH MBI €€ HEITPEMEHHO YIIyCTHM !

Hymia Toppena pBasiach exaThb 3a CBO€i N30paHHUIIEH, HO apryMeHThl BeTTe Oblii BECOMBIMHU.
K Tomy ke, cTporo roBopsi, CHoBa ye3kaTb U3 CTOJIUIIBI OH ce0e TIO3BOJIMTH HE MOT. 3a BpeMsi ero
OTCYTCTBUSI HAKONIJIOCH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO HEOTJIOKHBIX Jef. [lopa OblJIo JaTh MOHATH HAPOIY, YTO
BpEeMeHa M3MEHWINCh, M YTO BO IJIaBe TOCYJApCTBA CTOMT JPYroi YeloBeK — TpeOoBaTesbHbIH, HO
CMpaBe/JIMBBIN.

— Xoporio, — BIHYK/IeH ObUI OH coracuthest ¢ Bette, — HO OynibTe KpaliHe OCTOPOXXHBI M HE
npuuuHAnTe Amupens HUKkakoro Bpeza! IIpocto yceimure!

— KoneuHo, — 6e3ponoTHO coriacuiics ri1aBa TalHOTO ChICKa, He COOMPAsICh BHITIOJHSATD pacro-
pskeHne Koposis. I[ouTuTebHO MOKJIOHWIICA, cooOmuB: — MHe nopa. HyxHo crienmmth. AMupeb
MOXET OBbITh yXke JTaJIeKO, OHa OTlepekaeT Hac Ha mapy 4acoB. Haio ycrneTs ycTpouTs 3acaiy, HOTOM
3TO OyZeT crienarh CIoKHee.

OH oTnpaBuUJICcs B INIABHOE OT/IEJICHUE TAIHOTO ChICKA, PACIIONOKEHHOE Ha IPYTOM KOHIIE KOPO-
JIeBCKOM Tutomaau. Bemen 3anmpsirath KOHEH B KapeTy, B3s1 ¢ COOOW HeCKOJIBKO OMBITHBIX SMECCA-
POB U /IBaALIATh YeJIOBEK CTpaxu. [IpoAMKTOBAI MOMOIIHMKY MTPUKA3 O TIOMCKE CKPBIBAIOIIEH JIMIIO
AEBYIIKYM C CAHUMH TJIa3aMU, PAaCTIOPSIANIICS pa30ciiaTh €ro Mo BCEM OTAEIECHUSIM TAHOTO ChICKa U
nomyascs B ABepHOypr, OTKy/a MOJITO/Ia Ha3a/l MOMOT IPUHITY IPUBE3TH JEBUILY, YMYIPUBIIYIOCS
3a CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMsi IOMEHSTh BiacTh B CeBepcraHe.

Berre ycrano mokaumBajcs B ObICTpO Myalieicsl Kapete, TO 3achilas, TO IMpochinasch. Bee
OCTaJIbHbIE, €XaBIIIMe BEPXOM, HE CIIAJTM TOJIBKO Oaronapsi IpUHUMAaeMOMY UMY OOAPSIIEMY 3eJIbI0.

B ABepHOypr r1aBa TaHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA CO CBUTOM MPHOBLT MO3/IHEN HOUBIO Ha BTO-
pble CYTKH, HUTJIe HE OCTaHABJMBASICh HA HOWIET U HE C/ejaB HU OIHOW JJIMTEJIbHON OCTAaHOBKH.
TosbKO MEHSIT KOHEeH Ha 3acTaBax, Ja HAaCKOPO B 3TO BPeMs MIEPEKyCHIBAIL.

JloOpaBiIuck 10 ropoja, OCTAHOBUJICS B IJIABHOM TOCTUHHMIIE, TAJT OTJBIX M CBOUM YCTAJTBIM YJie-
HaM, ¥ CBOMM M3MYYEHHBIM CITyTHHKaM, BCE PaBHO IMOCPEAN HOUM Pa3bICKUBATh KYMIIa ObUIO TITYTIO.
PanHuM yTpOM, NO3aBTpakaB M MEPEOIEBIIUCh B CBEXKYIO OIEXKY, OTHPABHUJICS B COMPOBOXKICHUM
CBOMX JIofiel Ha pbiHOK. Harmen naBky BpiokTa, mprkasai nokasarb JoM KoiayHbd. TOT, HEXOPOIIO
IIypsCh, CKPETIsl CEep/Le OTBEN UX K HEOOJBIIOMY TOMHUKY Ha OKparHe TOPOICKOrO Mocaa.

OTrnpaBuB Kyrlia BOCBOSICH, TJIaBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA JIMYHO MPOBEPHUIT YCTPOWCTBO
3acapl. XOpOIIo, YTO cerlyvac JieTo, a He 3UMa, MpeJaTeSIbCKUil CHEeT cpa3y Obl BbIIAJ IPUCYTCTBUE
B JJOME UyKHUX JIofel. Pa3permsi cBouM oM UCTIONb30BaTh BCE MOAPYYHBIE CPEACTBA, TOJIBKO O
J€BYOHKA HE BHIPBAJIACh, M PEIYIPEIUII, UTO CIeIaTh BCe HY)KHO BHE3AITHO, YTOO OHA M OIOMHUTHCS
HE ycriena, HaYe UM BCceM OyIeT TUIOXO.

O TOM, YTO OHa MOXKET YIPABJIATH JIOABMHU MBICIEHHO, HE TOBOPHII, & TO C TIEPEIyTy MpUObIOT
eme. OnpaBbiBaiicst oToM nepes ToppeHoM, a 00eTUThCS Mepe BIOOIEHHBIM MYXKYMHON B CMEPTU
ero BO3JI00IEHHOM B[ JIU KOMY YAACTCSI.

Harocnenok oGortien TOMUK BOKPYT, YOSIUIICS, UTO IaXKe €ro OMBITHOMY B3IJISITY 3alIEIUThCS
HE 32 4T0. A yX He OXHMJAIoNe 3acaabl AMHUpesb U MOJaBHO.

Bce roroBo. Ocranioch kaath, KOrja NTUYKA MOMAIETCs B CETH.
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Ona nomnasiach ropaszio paHblile, YeM OH pacCUMTHIBAN. Y3Ke CIIAYIONIM YTPOM B €r0 KOMHATY
MOCTYYaJl OIUH U3 areHTOB U JIOJIOKILT:

— Bce roroBo, 1eBka noiiMana, JISKHUT B Jome 0e3 co3HaHusl. [IpuIiiock orpers ee pyKosiTKON
Meya 110 3aThUIKy. YTO ¢ Hel aenarb?

DNAOpMEH He CIiellia 3aKOHYMJT 3aBTPaK, MPOTEP PYKU PACHIMTHIM KPACHBIMHU TETYXaMH I0JI0-
TEHIIEM M BBIIIEN Ha ynuily. BCKOUMB Ha yXke OCeIIaHHOTO KOHIOXOM KOHsI, TIOHECCS K oMY, /e
HaXO/IMJ1ach OVMaHHAsI KOJIAYHbSI.

Awmmuperns Jiekasa Ha KpOBaTH, KPETKO CBSI3aHHasi, 0e3 CO3HAHU S, C OKPOBABJIEHHBIM 3aThLJIKOM.
[TpocTeiHs o Helt OblIa BCsl B KpoBU. Mopiiia HOC, 910pMEH CMOTpe Ha JIEBUILY, pa3yMbIBasi, YTO
C He# Jienath. Be3Tu K KOpoimo Hellb3sl, OHa CHOBA TOMMaeT Toro B cBou cetu. OH Mor Obl ee yOUTb,
HO CpeM B3ATHIX UM C COOOM CTPaKHUKOB HABEPHSIKA €CThb ITHOHBI KOPOJIs. A OH MPEKpacHo 3HaJ,
4To crenaer ¢ HuM ToppeH, ocimymiaicsi OH ero MpsiMoro 3arpeTa.

AcTp, OIUH U3 JIy4IIUX €ro SMUCCAPOB, 3AMETUB HEIITyTOYHbIE KOJIeOaHUsI CBOETO TOCIOIMHA,
eJie CJIBIIIHO MPEIOKUI, YTOO HUKTO OOJIbIIIe HE YCITbIXAT:

— Otaathb ee Hapofy, IyCTh YCTPOSIT CAMOCY/L M COXTYT Ha KOCTpe, KaK MOATYI0 KOIIYHbI0. A
KOPOJTIO IOJIOKKM, UTO ee y Hac otoOpanu. Hac Bens HemHoro. Eciin Ha Hac HamaeT ToJmna, Mbl MaJjio
YTO CMOXEM CJesIaTh.

['maBa TailHOrO KOpPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA JOBOJIBLHO YCMEXHYJICS. B ero nonoxeHuu 3to ObUT Hau-
JIyYILIUI BBIXOL.

— Jleno ocTtaniock 3a MajbIM: CIIPOBOIMPOBATH TOMIY. CMOKeIlh ?

AcTp 3710Bele OCKJIAOUICS:

— BaMm Bezib M3BECTHBI MOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, JIOPMEH, 51 CIY)KYy BaM 0e3 MaJloro IBaaiarh JieT.
Pasge 51 Bac korga-HrOyab OABOAMI?

Berte ¢ oberyeHrem BBITOXHYT:

— Cornacen! [leiictByii! EnuHCTBEeHHOE YCIOBHE — YTOOBI HUKTO M3 HAIIUX JIIOAEH HEe TOCTpa-
aai.

— Her, koHeuHO, — sMuccap OOMIYMBO IJISHYJ Ha JI0PMEHa HETIPUSTHBIMUA BOJASHUCTHIMU
r1azamu. — JJoCTaTOuHO MpeaynpeauTh 3a4MHITMKOB, YTO €CJIM B CBAJIKE MOCTPAJAIOT JTIOAU KOPOJIs,
OyIyT HaKa3aHbl BCE TOPOKAHE, HEB3UPAsl HA CTETIEHb BUHBI.

['maBa TalfHOro KOpPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA TMOJIOIIEN K JIeKalllel Ha JIaBKe JEBYIIKe, He oOpariast
Oonbllle BHUMaHKs Ha smuccapa. Korga ot ymesn, He 3amervin. Haka3oB eMy HUKAakMX HE JaBal, B
MPOBOKAIMSIX ACTP CMBICIMI OOJIBIIIE HETO.

[omrymnan myabe Ha MPO3pavHOM 3amsicTbe AMupesns. Cepaiie Ounoch efe-efne, 4yTh 3aMeTHO,
HO Omitoch. OTTSAHY/ BEKO, 3aryisHy B IIa3a. 3payok MOYTH HE COKpAIAJCs, 3HAUUT, YIApUIH ee
CJIMIIIKOM CHJTBHO. DTO ObLIO OBI TIOXO0, €CTM O OH TUIAHMPOBAJT OTAATH AEBUILY KOPOJIO. A 3TOro OH
AenaTh He COOMpacsl.

[Nepen HUM cTOs1a 33/1a9a TIOCTIOJKHEE: HAMUTH U CHSTH C IEBYOHKHM KaMeHb KOpOJieBbl. [ 1ie oH
MoxeT ObITh? OH OKMHYJI €€ BHUMaTeIbHBIM B3IJIs10M. [Ipunercs pazaeBars. DToro emy JejaTh He
x0Tesiock. OHa CIMIIKOM KPacKBa, 9YTOOB MOXKHO OBLIO IPojIesiaTh 3T0 Oe3 yiiepda JIisi CROero Myx-
CKOTO 37I0POBbsl. A CIIUBAThCSI C HEM HeJb3sl Kareropuyecku. OH HUKOIJA He CTajl C TEMH KEHIIH-
HaMH, KOTOPBIX 0OpeKasl Ha CMepTh, €My TOTO He MO3BOJIsIA YECTh JBOPSHUHA.

[MomopuMBIIMCh, TOCMOTPET HA €€ TOHKYIO IIE: HUYEro, HUKAKUX KOJNbe WM LEerovyeK.
3atem, Ope3nIMBO CMOPIIMB HOC, OIIYTIAN €€ CBEPXY JOHH3Y, TIIATEIBHO MPOBEPSIS BB HA OJEKIE.
CHsIB ¢ Hee carory, BRIBEPHYJI UX HAaU3HAHKY U Jaxe pa3pesan nogomssl. ITycro.

3HauuT, OHA CTIpsiTAa/la KaMeHb He Ha cebe. YUTo Kk, 3T0 Aaxe xopomo. Ecim Beputsb eTonucsim,
KaMeHb BbIOMpaeT cebe X03s/MHa caM, M He XBaTaJjlo ellle eMy CaMOMY MOMACTh MO €ro BIaCTh. XOTs
KTO 3HaeT? Bapyr y Hero XBaTuiio Obl CHJIBI C HUM CJIaAUTh?
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OH erie pa3 ¢ COMHEHHEM IIOCMOTpeJT Ha eBYIIKY. MoXeT ObIThb, CTOUT PUBECTH €€ B UyBCTBO,
U, TIOJIB3YSICh ee c1abocCThio, TorpocuTh? HeT, Tak puckoBarh He ctouT. OIMH pa3 OHa yXke MoKa3asa
€My, Ha 4TO CIIOCOOHA, a OH OBICTPO YUUTCS HA COOCTBEHHBIX OIMOKAX.

AmmupeIs THXO 3aCTOHANA, YyTh MIOBEPHYB rojioBy. K ero yausieHmio, ee kanoOHbI CTOH OTO-
3BaJICSI COYYBCTBEHHOM OOJIBIO IIe-TO ITyOOKO BHYTpU. BeTTe 0OCTOPOXHO MPUKOCHYJICS K €€ 3aThUIKY.
[Non maspliaMu My IbCMPOBAJIA OTPOMHAS IIMIIIKA, XOTSI CO BpEMEHH yaapa MpoIuIo ykKe MOYTH ABa
Jaca.

VY Hero MeJsbKHYJIa IajibHAasl MBICTb YBE3TH €€ B CBOM POJOBOM 3aMOK M CIIPSITaTh, YTOO OHA
npuHaiekana emy ogHoMy. Ho oH mocmesuicst Haj coOOi: Kak OH MOXKET CIIPATaTh TY, YTO B JIIOOOM
MOMEHT MOET 3aCTaBUTh €T0 JIeJIaTh TO, Yero OH BOBce He xoueT. OniylieHne COOCTBEHHOro KyJIaka
BO PTy €EMY HE 3a6bIT]:» HHUKOrga. He 3axuBmime A0 CUX IOpP KOCTOYKH HOIOT B HEMIOIroAy, HaltOMHUHasA
eMy O COOCTBEHHOU 0e33aIMTHOCTH.

3a orpajioil pa3ascs TpPOMKUM IITyM, KPUKH, KAaKOU-TO rpoxoT. OH BHIIJISIHYJ B OKHO. Ha ynuiie
cobupascs Besikuil copor. I'psisHble GopoaThie My KUKU B IPaHBIX apMsIKax C JPEKOIbeM Hau3ro-
TOBKY TOJIMUJIACH TIepe]] KAJIMTKOW, IPO3s1 BOPBATHCS B JIOM.

Brictpo xe cpaboran Actp, ObicTpo. Ho XBaiuTh €ro 3a 3T0 3110pMeHy He XoTenock. OH
MOCMOTpEJT Ha OE3MOJIBHO JISKAITYIO IEBYIIIKY, M €My BIIEPBbIE HE OHPABUIIOCH TO, UTO OH AENal.

Moxet ObITh, HYyX)HO JeficTBOBaTh Kak-To nHaue? Ho kak? Illym Ha ynuie Bce Bo3pacral,
paszgaIvcCb AMKUE BOIUIM, OT KOTOPBIX 3aKJIaAbIBAJIO YIIN:

— OtnaBaiiTe HaM KOJIyHbIO!

CTpaXHUKU BOIPOCUTEIBHO CMOTPENM Ha MJOPMEHa, OKUIasi KOMaHIbl — UM CPaXaThCs,
WA CAaBaTbCs. Pa3MbIuiaTe o APYrux nyTAax 6bIHO TI03JHO.

['maBa TaifHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA BHIIIET HA KPbUIbLO. [lepes HUM Kobixaaoch MOpe BO3-
6y>KIICHHbIX IMPOCTOIIOANHOB, BOOPYKECHHBIX BCEM, UTO IIOINAJIOCH IOJ PYKU: POXHAMU, IMAJIKAMU U
KaMHAMH. Y HEKOTOPBIX BUOHCTIUCH 3aPAKCHHBIC, HALICJICHHBIC EMY B I'PYJb JIYKH. HOpaIIOBaBIHI/ICb,
YTO €ro 3aliuiIacT KperKkas KoJb4dyra, BerTe BBICOKO MOOHAJ PYKY, JOXKIAJICA TUIIWHBI U TOJBKO
TOTJIa BBICOKOMEPHO CITPOCHIT:

— Yero BbI X0TUTE?

W3 TONMBI BBIIIET MOITHBIA MYKHK C OarpOBBIM KPUBBIM IIPAMOM TOTEPEK HIEKH U 3BEPCKUM
BBIpaXXEHHEM KOHoMaToro juia. OQuH 171a3 y Hero NoYTH He OTKPBIBAJICA, Aenast ero (PM3MOHOMMUIO
MIePEKOIIEHHON U AUKOU. [ITMHHBIM MPBIKKOM 3aCKOYMB Ha KPBUIBIIO, OH 0€3 Tpy/a 3aryissHy/I BHYTPb
yepes neperopaxusaroniero emy sxoq Berre. Hukoro He yBuzieB, rpo3Ho nmotrpedoBat:

— OtnaBaii HaM KOJIAYHBIO, HE TO MBI M TeOsI Ha KOCTep OTIpaBuM !

— Bor kak? — ¢ HApOUMTON MATKOCTHIO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS B3OCIICHHBIH IJIaBa TAltHOTO KOPO-
JIEBCKOT'O CBICKA. — A KTO I TaKOW, Thl 3HAEIIb?

— He 3Hato 1 3HaTh He X04y! — oTpe3an pa300OMHUK U B3MaxHYyJ pykou. — Mo, Hapon! 3a
MHOU !

Berte He ycren OMOMHHTBCS, Kak OKa3aJics JieKaluM Ha ToJIoi 3emiie HocoM BHU3. CTomb
BOIUIOIIETO MpeHeOpekeHnst K CBOel O1aropoiHOM MepcoHe OH ellle HUKOI/A He UCTIBIThiBa. ['HeB
OXBaTHJI €70 PACCYIIOK, M OH TooOemia cede, UTo 3a COflesTHHOE BCe TU Pa30OMHUKU OymyT BUCETD
Ha CTOJIOAX IIaBHOM 1utomaau ABepHOypra. OH yCTaBWICS HAa 3aYMHIIUKOB, 3aTIOMUHAS JIUIA, YTOO
BO3/IaTh MM 1O 3aCITyTaM.

OTTONKHYBIIMIA €ro pa3OOMHMK MPOTAIIMI MUMO 3aKMHYTYI0 Ha TUIEUO OeCcCO3HATENIbHYIO
Awmmupenb. Ee ronoBa 6onTanack, Kak y CJIOMAaHHOW KYKJIbI, OCTaBJIsIsl HA 3eMJIe KPOBaBbIe Karim. Y
NAOPMeEHA 3aCcBepOeIIo B HOCY, PYKU caMu COOOM CKAIUCh B KYJIAKH.

BHCpBbIe B )XKU3HH OH OTYAAHHO IMOXKAJICI OTIIPABJICHHYIO UM Ha CMEPTH JACBYIIKY. n TYT XKE
HaroMHIJI ce0e, 33/1aBUB HEHYKHYIO JKaJIOCTh: TaK Ha/I0, BCe K JIydriemy. Ternepb y Hero OyaeT Beco-
Moe OIpaBIaHue Ui HeIOBOJIBHOTO KOPOJis. A yK 4To B30emeHHb ToppeH caenaer ¢ KUTeIsaMu
3TOro ropoja, He ero 3a0oTa.
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B Tosnme BO3MYIIEHHO OpaJIn:

— 9T0 TOYHO KoayHbsi! CMOTpUTE, OHA B MYKCKHMX MopTKax 1ieronsier! Cpamuuna! CoBcem
CThIJI TIOTEpsiia!

KT0-T0O moxaOHO mpeayioku, IBHO kKeJlasi MOoI000BaThCs Ha TONIbIA 6A0Ui 3a/1:

— Moxer, BBITOPOTH €€ CHavasa, a IOTOM yXe CXKeub?

C TpynoM NopHsABIIKCH, BeTTe, mpuxpamMbiBasi HA BHOBb YIIMOJIEHHYIO HOTY, Ty CAMYIO, UTO yKe
MOCTpaiajia MUHYBIIIEH 3MMOM OT apOaieTHOTo 00T, OTIPABUJICS BCJIe/ 32 BO30YKICHHOM TOJIITOM.
3ammuinas CBOero rocrofnHa, KOpoJeBCKUe CTPAXKHUKH IIUTH PSIOM C HUM C OOHAKEHHBIMHA MEYaMH,
HE BMEIIMBAsICh B YMHUMBIN MTPOU3BOJI. Jla ¥ Bce MOMBITKU 0TOOpaTh JEBYIIKY y 9TOro cOpona Obuim
3apaHee oOpeyueHbl Ha mpoBal. KoHumnock Obl TeM, 4TO MX OYOMBaIIM, 2 AMHPEITh BCE PABHO COKIJIH.

Ha rnaBHo# rutoriaan ABepHOypra Tojra OCTaHOBIIIACH BO3JIE BHICOKOTO AEPEBSIHHOIO CTONOA.
[Non HUM yKe JiesKaTi BA3aHKU CyXOro XBopocTa. My MK ¢ JOBOJBHBIM BHIOM CKHUHYJI C Tieva oec-
YYBCTBEHHYIO JIEBYIIKY U TPUHSUICS MPUBSI3BIBATH €€ K CTONOY, 0€3:)KaTOCTHO BRIBOPAUMBAsI PYKH.

B npenBkymennu KpoBaBoy MOTEXH TopokaHe BO30YkKIEHHO LITyMeJH, Kpuda «CMepTh KOJILy-
HBE», «CXKeUb, YTOO APYT'UM HENOBAJHO OBLIO» U «HA KOCTEDP €C».

PacrankuBas Hapoq, K cTon0y pelmmTebHO MPoOpasicsl BHICOKMIA KPENKUH AeTUHA B YEPHOM
JUIMHHOMOJIOM Kadtane. Y3HaB bpiokTa, Berte o3agauenHo Haxmypuics. Yero emy TyT Hajo? Kak
OBbI TOT ellle O/IMH BIIIOOJICHHBIN HEe UCTIOPTHJT €My BCIO UTDY.

— Jlronqu 1oOpbIe, — TPOMKO FapKHYJI KYTIell, — €CJIM Bbl IOMHHTE CTAPHHHBIE 0ObIYau, TO 3HAETE,
YTO KOJAYHBIO MOXHO BBIKYIIUTb, €CJIN B3ATh €€ B JKCHBI.

Tosnma Heroaylole 3amymera, a rjaBa TAlHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA HE Ha IIYTKY Pa303JIUJICS.
Hey:xTto stor mmynen B3gymain cnact Amupesns? Toraa Bee ero muiansl HacMapky! Ho oH sToro He
JOIYCTHUT.

— Ecnu BBI OTHamuTe MHe ee B JKEHBI, s BBIKaUy JIeCATh 00YEK OTMEHHOro cujpal — rpOMKO
nooOema Kyrel 1 co 3Ha4YeHHEM MOTPSIC TYTO HAOUTHIM KOIIEJIEM.

— A MOXeT, KTO-TO 3aX04eT JIaTh O0Jbilie? — pa300MHUK C MOTYOTKPHITHIM IJIA30M C HAeK 10U
orysizien tonmy. — CMOTpHTe, Kakasi ClipaBHAsI IEBUYOHKA! — M TKHYJT €€ TOJICTBIM MaJIblieM Tof] peOpo.

Awmmpens JepHyniach OT 00U, HO B CO3HAHUE HE MPUIILIA.

N3 60KOBOW yNHIIBI HA TUIOIIAAb BHICKOYKIT OTPSI/T BOOPYKEHHBIX BCAHUKOB.

«dnmopMeH ABepH, MO OecITyTHBIN Ky3eH! — MBICJICHHO 3aCTOHAJI IIaBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEB-
CKOI'0 CbICKa, YBUJIEB CKAKaBLICTO BIICPEAU BCAJHHUKA. — Ero 3€Ch TOJIBKO U HE XBaTajo! F)Iyr[blfl
manbunnika! Kyna on snezer? Heyxenu Bee elie He OCTaBUII MBIC/IU CTaTh KoposieM? 3psi 1 OrpaHu-
YHJICS OTAJION 32 MOKYILIEHHe Ha MEHsI M HaCJIeJHOTO MPUHIIA, HAJI0 ObUIO OTIIPABUTH €T0O B KA3eMaThI
KOPOJIEBCKOTO MoA3eMerbs1. TeTyIIKy MoxKael, BOT Tenephb v Oyay pacxJieObBaTh MOCIEACTBHS COO-
CTBEHHOW JI00POTHI».

— A Hy pazoiiaurtech! — CBUpeno norpedoBall BIaeTellb STUX MECT, He 3amMedasi CBOero cro3e-
peHa. — 1o Mosl kKeHIluHa!

Ho BpiokT cnaBatbest He xoTesn. YyBCTBYs MOJ/IEP:KKY OTPOMHOM TOJIIIBI, OH CMEJIO BO3Pa3UJI:

— BBl yke oquH pa3 ee yBO3WIJIM, Yero k He keHuIuch? Tereps s ee BaM He OTaaM! — U MaxHyJT
PYKOW CBOMM CTOPOHHHMKAM.

DnAopMeH XOoTel ObLIO MPOPBATLCS K CTONOY CHIION, HO €ro CTPAKHUKHU YBSI3/IU B JIOICKOM
MOpe€, 3alpyIUBILEM ILIOMIAb.

— Ecnm Ham sniopmMeH B3ymall JKEHUTBhCSl Ha 3TOW JEBKE, IyCTh BBICTABUT HAPOAY TPUALIATH
OOueK cujpa U JIecsITh JUKMHA! — TPOMOIIACHO 320pajl pa300MHUK, TOPTYsICh, KaK 3allPaBCKUI 3a3bl-
Basa. — Hy, Tak kak?

ABepH OBICTPO KMBHYJI, COTTIAIIASCH, M Pa30OWHUK MPHUHSICS OTBSA3BIBATH AMUpEITb.

['maBa TaiiHOTrO KOPOJIEBCKOT'O CHICKA Pa303JIEHO IEPHYJICS, KeJlasi BMELIaThCsl, HO KPYTOM CTOSLT
TaKOU BOM, IITyM U TaM, 4TO OH He CJIbIIIaJT camoro ceOsi. KuBkom mono3eas k cebe Apcra, IpoKprda
€My B CaMo€ yXoO:
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— Iomutn Ha KpbIy apOaeTINKOB, MYCTh 3aCTPEIIAT ee nociie oopsiaa. Ho caenaior 3To 6sicTpo
Y THUXO, KOTJJa HApOJ OTIIPABUTCS IMTh OOCIIaHHBIN 110pMeHOM cuap. Ham TyT KpoBaBasi Oyva He
HyXxHa. Kak Obl camuM B HEll He MOCTpaaTh.

TOT NOHATIMBO KMBHYJI U CKpBUICS B Tosme. HECKOIbKO yCOKOMBIIMCH, BeTTe mpomossku ¢
NpeHeOpeKUTEPHON MIUHOW HAaOMIONATh 32 CBaJEOHBIMU PUTOTOBJICHUSIMH.

SnaopMeH XoTen ObUIO B3ATh OECUyBCTBEHHYIO JIEBYIIIKY HA PYKH, HO JIIOW TPUHSLIMCH OPaTh:

— CHauasa BbIKaThIBail O0UKM C CHIPOM J1a JKUHOM, TTOTOM COBEpIIai OpaduHblil 00psa. A yk
TOT/Ia MBI OTJAIUM TeOe Ty KOJIIYHBIO.

Brazeresns 3THX 3eMesb ¢ IPUILYPOM CMOTPEN Ha OPYIIMX, 3alIOMUHAsI CAMBIX PETUBBIX. BOT
3aKOHYMTCS 3TOT OaylaraH, ¥ OH CyMeeT BBIUMCTUTh U3 CBOErO ropojia 3Ty miBajb. [loBecuT Ha npu-
JOPOXKHBIX IEPEBbSIX, CIABHOE Oy/IeT yKpallleHe.

CKBO3b OpYIIYIO TOJITY ITOJ, KOHBOEM HECKOJbKHUX MYKHMKOB, aKKypaTHO MOJOOpaB TOJIbI
ceporo OanaxoHa, MeAJEHHO MPOOMpPAICs HEIOBOJIBHBIN M Pa3I0CaJOBAHHBII APOTTUH MECTHOTO
Xpama Oora BoiiHbl. Takoro 6e300pa3us Ha ero namsT B ABepHOypre ele He ObIBaJIO.

Bcrag Bo3ne cronba ¢ npuBsI3aHHOW K HEMY JIEBYIIKOM, TIOMBITAJICS ObUIO BO33BaTh K Pasymy
BEPYIOIIMX, HO TOJIMA He MoXkenaa ero ciymars. [locy/ieHHast 31J0pMeHOM BBIMMBKA ObLIa MPero-
YyTUTEIbHee 0OSIaHHON JPOTTHHOM Kapbl BEPXOBHOTO Oora. Bee TOT ke MyXKHK CO IIpaMOM TpH-
IpO3UJI APOTTUHY CBEPHYTh €r0 TYIYIO OAIlKy, €CJIM TOT He CAENaeT BCe TaK, Kak eMy BesieHo. Kaxk-
AyIasi BHIMMBKY TOJIMA JIPYKHO €ro MoIepxKaa.

W3 npoysnka BEIKATUIA O0YKH C CUIPOM U IKUHOM, HO SJIOPMEH 3asIBUJI, YTO 3aIUIATUT 32 HUX
TOJIBKO TIocyie 0Opsizia. Tonma nonbitanack ObUIO BOBMYTUTHCS, HO ABEpH HATIOMHWIT M, UTO BHavase
o0psiz, a cBaieOHBIN MUP MOTOM, U HE HAaJO0 CTaBUTh TeJlery rmorepen jomanu. Hapon BeHYXIEH
ObLJT COTIACUTBCS, U BCE TOT K€ KPACHOMOPIIBIN NIPEIBOAMUTENb TIO, OJ0OPUTEIIbHBIE BHIKPUKH TOJIITHI
BeJIeJT IPOTTUHY MOTOPONUTHCSI.

PazouapoBaHO MOJHSB PYKH B 3HAK COTJIACHS, IPOTTHH BeJIeN IOCTABUTh JEBYIIKY Mepej1 COO0i
Y TIPUBECTHU €€ B YyBCTBO, IOTOMY YTO COBEpIaTh OOpPs]] C HUYETO He NMOHMMAIOIIEH HEBECTOW OH
He Oyger.

Ha Amuperns 6e3kaiocTHO BHIUIECHY/IN B Bepa JeATHON KOJIoAe3HOM Bojibl. OHA MOAHsIIA
TOJIOBY M MYTHBIM B3IJISIIOM MocMoTpena Bokpyr. [lepen riazamu Bee mibuio. Eif mokasanock, 4to
oHa y3Hasia BpioKkTa, HO ero ToicTyio (PM3MOHOMHMIO TYT K€ CMEHMJIO JIOIIAJHOE JIMIIO JI0pMEHa
ABepHa, IASAIIEro Ha Hee CO CTPAaHHBIM BbIpaKeHHEM, OYATO Ha CBOIO 3aKOHHYIO I00bIUY.

Otkyna oHu 371ech B3svch? OHa He MOMHMJIA, KaK Tornasa cioa. U mouemy tak 601uT rojosa’?
Oma xoTena MogHATh PyKY, YTOO MOIIYNaTh 3aThUIOK, HO PYKH HE CITyHIAIMCh, OOITasICh BIIOMb TYJIO-
BUINA, KaK I1eTH. HeT, 3Toro He MoeT ObITh, HABEPHSIKA 3TO €d YyIUTCS.

JpOTTHH, HEAOBOJIBHO HIYPSICh, CIIPOCKIT y CTOSIIIMX Tepe]l HUM MYKUUH:

— Tak KTO *)eHHX? — HaJIesiCh, UTO OT KOJILYHbU OTKaKYTCS BCE.

— 4! — omHOBpEeMEHHO OTBETUJIM U BPIOKT, U 3)1J0pMeEH.

BprokT, oOpaImasce K Torme, 3asBUT:

— ITomoruTte MHe, U 51 BBICTABIIIO OOJIbIIIE BBITTMBKY, Y€M HaIll SJIIOPMEH.

B otBert Tonma 3aopana, TpeOys OTaaTh KOJAYHBIO KYIIILY.

AMupenb ¢ CHIION 3aKMyprJia U CHOBA OTKpbUIa 1a3za. Bunenue He ucyesno. Yro 31o ¢ Hen?
Tonosa Gonut, epen miazamu Bce TuibiBeT. OHa 3a0osena, u 9710 e Buautcs? Vi Het? OTKyaa-To
W3HYTPH BBIPBaJIach cTpacTHast Mosboa: «I[Tomorm»! — K koMy oOpariiaiack, OHa He 3Hajia, HO CHOBa
MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIMJIAch: — «[Tomorn»!

— A myckaii onu nogepytcs! Ha Kynakax ! — BBIKpUKHYJI U3 TOJIIIbI BU3IJIMBBIH JKEHCKUM TOJI0C. —
Kro mo6eaur, Toro u geska!

Hapon onoOpuTtesbHO 3akprudal, 0OpeTst HOBYIO IMOTEXY:

— BepHo, nyctb nepytest! U 6e3 xenesa!
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Kymen ¢ ynoBoibCTBMEM CTal 3aKaThiBaTh pyKaBa, OOHaxkasl IMyAOBbIE KYJIaKH. DIJOpPMEH
HEXOTsI CHsUI KYPTKY, [IOHUMasi, YTO B KyJIAUHOM OOI0 €My IMPOTHUB 3TOro aMOasia He BBICTOSITh.

JIpOTTUH OKHMHYJI CTPOTMM B3IJISIIOM MOEAWHIIMKOB ¥ TPOMKO BOIPOCHII, 00PAIasCh K TOJIIE:

— MosxeT, cpeay Bac ecTb elIle JKeJaloliye B3STh KOJIYHBIO B KEHBI M TEM CIaCTH ee OT COXIKe-
HUSI Ha KocTpe?

— Ectb! — paznasicst cuiibHBIN 3BOHKHUH TOJIOC, ¥ K CTOJNOY, pa3pesast TOJIY Kak TapaH, MPoIes
BBICOKHMH, CTPAHHO TOHKHIA ¥ THOKWI MapeHb B HEOOBIYHOW YEPHOM OfIeK /e, ONOSICAHHBIN cepeOpu-
CTBIM MEYOM H C JIYKOM 3a Tuledyamu. Ero uepHsle, CTSHYThIE y3/I0M BOJOCHI, 3Meel KOJBIXaIUCh O
ciimHe. OH Ka3aJcsi ONMAacHbIM 4y’KakoM — YepHbIX Bosoc B CeBepcTaHe cpeliy MPOCTOMIOANHOB He
ObIBAJIO, J1a U CPEIU MOTOMKOB, NMPHEXABIIUX C MpHUHIEcCOl Jlychel apucToKpaToB, JaBHO YKe He
POX/IAJIOCh YEPHOBOJIOCHIX JIETEH.

OH BcTaJ psijIoM C MpeTeHIeHTaMU M HACMEIIUTMBO UX OIJIsiIIed.

Onu 06a OTIIATHYJIUCH, CUIILHO TI0OIeiHeB. [71aBa TallHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOPAKEHHO
BcTpenenyscs. OTyero-To mo Koxe rmpoien 3550kuii 03H00. Kto 310 Takoin?

[NapeHsp moBepHYJICS, TOYYBCTBOBAJI TSDKEJNBIN B3MVISAA BeTTe M ¢ yrpokaiommM MpHIIypoM
MOCMOTpeJ eMy B JIHLO. TOT TSKeJo XBaTHiI BO3/yX pToM. Ha Hero cMoTpesu TOUHO Takue ke ri1asa,
4yTO U 'y AMUpeEb!

«3T0 ee OpaT? — I1aBa TAWHOTO ChICKA HATIPACHO MBITAJICS CKPBITh UCTTYT. — CIIUIIKOM MOXOX
Ha Hee. Ecnit oH 001a1aeT JUIb HUYTOKHOM YacThio CHOCOOHOCTEH KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH, TO MOMBITKA
ero youTb MOXeT JIoporo o0oiTuch HaMm BceM. Ho ecit on Opat AMupesib, TO Kak OH MOXET Ha Hel
KEHUTHCAA? DTO KE KPOBOCMECUTENILCTBO ! ».

OH 1)1 3HaK CTpaKHUKAM TOIOWTH MOOJIMKE.

— Actp, apOaneTunKu yxe Ha Kpbliie? — TOT KMBHYJI, HEIOBOJIBHO KOCSICh HA HOBOSIBJIEHHOTO
JKEHMXa, YYBCTBYS HCXOJSIIYIO OT HETO HEIIyTOUHYIO Yrpo3y. Berte npukasan: — [lait UM 3HaTh, 4TO
Korjga oOpsi] 3aKOHUUTCS, HEBKHO C KeM, IyCTh OHH TMOJICTPENIAT U JIEBUOHKY, M 9TOro napHs. M He
B3IyMaroT mpoMaxHyTbcsi! — M Tixo nodasmit: — OX, ¥ He HpaBUTCS MHE Bce 3TO!

JIpOTTHH IPOMKO, YTOO BCE CIIBIIIAN, CIPOCUIT Y HE3HAKOMIIA:

— Bbl BoMCTHHY kenaeTe B3SITh B KEHBI 9Ty KOJIIyHBIO?

— Hukoro s B eHbl OpaTh He X04y! — pa3apakeHHO 3asBUJI TOT. — Jlydllie oTaiiTe MHe ee Tak!

Tonmna nporectyioie 3apesena. [lapeHs, He YyBCTBYS CTpaxa, MOJOXUI PYKy Ha Med U TOpiKe-
CTBYIOILIE YCMEXHYJICS.

— Bot mscopyOka ceituac Oyger! — eMy SIBHO MOHPABUIJIOCH OOMIIME MPOTUBHUKOB. — [loTe-
mmmcst!

Awmmuperns TpunofHsiia pa3onTyIo TOIOBY, ¢ KOTOPOH JI0 CHX MOpP Kamajia KpoBb, MOCMOTpeia
BOKPYT' MyTHBIMU IJIa3aMH M CKa3aJia:

— Henp3s ux youBarb, oHUM 01! — U CHOBa OECCUJIBHO YpOHWJIA TOJIOBY Ha TPYyaAb, MOTEPSB
CO3HaHMe.

— INouemy MHOI Bce KOMaHIYIOT? — BO3MYTHJICS CTPAHHBIN TUI. — §] 4TO, MaIbuMK Ha Tooe-
rymKax? — BHITOBOP y HEro ObLT CTpaHHBIA. ByaTO OH BBHINaJI OTKYA-TO U3 CTAPUHHBIX BpEMEH HJIH
MpOCHa IJe-TO HECKOJBKO BEKOB. — {1 BEJIUKUi repoil, Mex/1y nmpounm!

— Bort 4ro, Benukuii repoii! — nepe HIM, HACMEIIIMBO OCKJIAOUBIIKCh, BCTAJI OTPOMHBIH 3aBO-
auna. — Vinu gepuchk 3a 3Ty IeBKyY, a TOTOM HaM OOYKH C CHIPOM BBIKAThIBal, UM CaM KaTHCh OTcrofa!
W noxuBeid, He TO BBUICTUIIIb OTCIOA, KAK MTAIKa CU30KpbLias, a 1 TeOe MOMOTyY ! — 1, BOCXHUILICHHBIH
COOCTBEHHBIM OCTPOYMHEM, 3apiKall, Kak kepeoell.

Tonmna nogepxkana ero JUKUM XOXOTOM M OTJTYIIMTEIbHBIM CBUCTOM. HesHakomily He rmoHpa-
BWJIMCh 3aHOCYMBBIE CJIOBa MYXHMKa. Moya cXBaTUB €ro 3a rpyAKH, OH MOJHSUII BHICOKO HaJ| TOJI0-
BOU TSDKEJICHHYIO TYIIIy BEpP3HJIBI M C pa3Maxy OpocHil B LIEHTP opyiuero copona. Beicoko mponeres
HECKOJIbKO (DYPJIOHTOB HaJl IJIOTHO CTOSIIIUMM JIIOAbMH, TOT YTOAMUJI B CAMBIi LIEHTP TOJIIBI, OTKYAA
MOHEC/IMCh KPUKH U TPOKJISAThS TIOKATEUEHHBIX JIOJEH.
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— WanTe Ko MHe Bce KeJaloliye MoapaThest! — JOBOJIIBHO MPEIOKUT HEBECTh OTYETro pasBe-
cenMBINMICS mapeHb. — OOeman Med He BHIHUMATh, pa3 yk yOwBarh Bac Henb3sa! [ToBecenumcs
MasocTb! A To ckyka cMeptHasi! To Henb3s1, 9TO HeJlb3s1, U 1ake ToJIOBY HUKOMY He CBEpHU ! — MOBep-
HYBIIIMCB K COTIEPHUKAM, MO3BAJT: — A 1aBaiiTe BbI CO MHOW BIBOEM JIpaThcsi OyneTre? XOoTh pa3OMHYCh
YyTOK, a T0 CUJIbBEp CBOMMU TIOYUYEHHUSIMU JIOCTATT YKe.

['maBa TaifHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA HU Pa3y He CJIbIIIAT MOAOOHBIX MMEH. DTO BHI3BAJIO eIle
Ooupiue mono3peHns. OTKyaa B3sICS 3TOT CHMHENTa3biii OaxBayi? Ho ckopocTh, ¢ KOTOPOU MpeBOAM-
TeJIb MECTHBIX pa300IHMKOB MPOHECCs HAJI TOJION, BIIeYaTIsiyia. DTO K KaKyl0 CUIIMIIY HAJI0 UMETh,
YTO0O OTHOM PYKOH 3alIBBIPHYTH B TAKYIO 1aJIb O POMHOTO MYKHKa?

Tak k1o *e oH? Heyxenu, BOpsMb, Tiepe]] HUIM HACJEHUK KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBH, CIIEIOBa-
TeJIbHO, KOPOHBI ¥ Tipectosa? OT Hero HyKHO U30ABUTHCS, U HEMEJIS.

[TpuKpbIB I71a3a PyKOH OT CIIETISIIIETO COJTHIIA, YBUAEN, KaK MO KPYTOMY CKaTy ABYX CMEKHBIX
JOMOB KpPaJIyTCs JIIOIU ¢ apOaneTaMu B pyKax, BHIOMpast JIydIlyio Mo3uIuio. YTo x, KJIaTh OCTAIOCH
Henouro. Elle HeCKONMbKO MUHYT, U Bce Oy/IeT KOHYEHO.

Hapon 3amymen cuibHee, noHyx/jasi bpiokTa ¢ an10pMeHoM ABEPHOM MPUHSTH BbI30B. OHU
BBIIILIH BIIEPE/I, HA OCBOOOKAEHHOE JIIOABMU MPOCTPAHCTBO. [1epBbIM Ha CIIOKOMHO CTOSIIIEro He3Ha-
KOMIIa OpOCHJICS KyTIell, 3aMaxHYJICsI, HO yIapUTh He yCTiell, TYT e yHajl ¢ MepelOMaHHON PyKOML.
SNAOpMEH, MOMBITABIIMICS yIAPUTD CJEIOM, IPUKPHIBASICh KYIILIOM, ITOJTYYMIT yIap B IPyIb U OTJe-
TeJI B TOJIY, N0OeJIeB OT OOJMU M CYJOPOKHO IBITAsICh B3I0OXHYTh.

[NapeHs HEIOBOIBHO MOCMOTPEN HA BBHIOBIBIIUX M3 IPaKu OOMIIOB U pa30vyapOBaHHO MMOCTAHO-
BUJL:

— Hy u xankue xe cnadaku! — W ¢ Hagex 101 MpeIIoKuI CTOSIBIIUM BOKPYT TPUMOJIKIIIAM
My’KMKaM: — A J1aBaiiTe Bbl HA MEHsI BCEM CKOINOM KuHeTech, a? Pa3Beemcs cierka? Yero 3ps Kuc-
HYTb?

Te nepersHyaruch U IPyKHO OTKA3AJIUCH:

— Her, Ml 32 3Ty KOJIyHBIO OUTHCS He coOnpaemMcst. U 3a mpocTo Tak ¢ BamMu IpaThcs He OyaeM.
MBpi elnie KUTh XOTUM, M He KaJiekaMu. BbI yx jkeHUuTech, JaBaiite, pa3 pemmim ee cedbe 3adparh. —
W npocutenbHo 10OABHUIIN, B3POTHYB OT NIEPEKOCUBIIIEH €ro JIMIO HEJOBOILHOM I'PUMACH: — Y HAC
Tak nosoxeHo. OObruaii Takoi. He Hamu 3aBefieHO, YK N3BUHUTE.

JIpOTTHH, BIIEUaTJICHHBIN CHUJION HE3HAKOMIIA U OTACAIOIIMICS HEMpeacKa3yeMOoro MoBe/IeHUsI
OrPOMHOM TOJITIBI, TOPOIUIMBO Havas oOpsifl, He NOKUAASCH cornacus modenutesns. Hudyero He nmoHu-
Maroras moixyoOMOpoUYHasi HeBeCTa MpoMOTJalia, KOIjia ee CIIPOCHIIH, KeJIaeT JIU OHA CTaTh KEHOM
9TOr0 MY>KUHHBI, YTO COWIM COIJIACHEM, Belb OTKa3a OT Opaka He MpOo3ByYalo.

Ha TpaguimoHHbIl BOMPOC «TOTOB JIA OH 3a00TUTHCSI 00 STO KEHIIMHE BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb7»
JKEHUX TPSIMO 3asIBIJI, YTO HU O KOM OH 3a00TUTHCS HE KeJlaeT, ¥ KeHa eMy BOBCE He HyXKHa, HO 4T00
ero Mockopee KeHWIH, a TO eMy HEKOT/1a, y Hero JeJ MOJHO.

Heckombko onemmBImii OT mogoOHOro 3asiBJIeHUsT JPOTTUH BCe-TaKH 3aBEPIIHII 0Ops/L U TIpel-
JIOKT:

— BbI MokeTe moniesioBaTh HOBOOPAuHYIO, — Ha YTO MapeHb (PHIPKHYI U HEOPEKHO MaxXHYJ
PYKOW, OTKa3bIBasICh.

OH XOTes MoaXBaTUTh AMHpPEITh HA PyKH, UTOO YHECTH, HO HapoJI 3alTymel, MoTpedoBaB ode-
HIAHHBIA CUJIP.

— §1 Bam HHMUero He obeIIal, Hy a2 BO3bMUTE, HA/ICI0Ch, 3TOTO XBATUT! — U HOBOMCIICUCHHBIN
MY OPOCHJI CTOSIBILIIM PSIJIOM MYKHMKaM HECKOJIbKO MOHET.

— 30110T0! — 3aBONWIN OHU M KMHYJIUCh K TOPTOBBIM PsiIaM 32 JAPMOBOM BBIITUBKOM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3zajcs yrpokaloiuil CBUCT, ¥ C KPBIIIH OJMKANIIero JomMa B TapHsa U AMH-
peJib MOHECTUCh apOaJIeTHBIE OOJITHI.
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Bce ocTanbHOE MPOM30IILIO 32 JOJIM CEKYH/IbI: TAPEHb BMUT BHIXBATHII YTPOKAIOIIE CBEPKHYB-
IUA Med, Tiepepyort OONITHI Ha TOJIETe, CAEPHYJI C IJIe4a CBOM JIYK, BBICTPEIUI, U apOaIeTUUKH C
MPEJICMEPTHHIMUA KPUKAMH YTl Ha MOCTOBYIO.

['maBa TaifHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA CJeJajl OMac/MBbINA Iar Ha3ajl, CKPBIBAsCh 3a YbEU-TO
IIMPOKOHN CIMHOW; JepKa B PyKe MEPUAIOIIMI yIrpOKalOIMM CUSIHUEM Med, MapeHb MPUCTAIbHO
ocMarpuBa Momaab. CTpaKHUKY CTPEMUTENBHO 3aTepsUIMCh B TOJIIE, HAJEsICh HA CIIACEHHUE.

— Ecnu emie kto-To monpoOyeT MPUYUHUATH Bpel MHE WJIM 3TOM JAEBYIIKE, TOT He Xuiel! — ¢
HENPEeKJOHHON YBEPEHHOCTBIO 3asiBIJI TapeHb. — Bee nousum?

Tonna ucnyranHo 3amymena. CTpeMUTENbHOCTh M METKOCTh TIAPHSI BIEYATIAINA HE TOJBKO
OIBITHOTO B TAKMX JIeJIaX IJIaBy TAHOTO KOPOJEBCKOTO CHICKA.

— Bot u xoporo! — napeHs JIErKo 3aKUHYJ AEBYIIKY Ha TUIEYO M, He yOupas Med B HOXKHBI,
OBICTPO MCUE3 C IUIOMIAH.

Berte notep r1a3a, He MOHMMAs1, PUBUAECIOCH EMY 3TO WJIM HET. YK CIUIIKOM IPOBOPHO IS
OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBEeKA ABUTAJICS HOBOSIBJICHHBIN KeHUX. [1osIBUBIIMIACS psAAOM ¢ HUM ACTp OOSI3ITUBO
JOJOXKUIL:

— DTOT CTpaHHBIM TUN — 4YykecTpaHel. Y Hero MoHeThl He CeBepcraHa. [la v OfeT OH He Io-
Haremy.

— UYro? — r1aBa TaliHOTO ChICKA HE TIOBEPUJI CBOMM YIIIaM. — DTOro He MoxeT ObiTh! [Tpunecu
MHE €ro MOHeTy !

Smuccap pa3Bes pyKamu.

— OHa 30710Tas, KyMIIBl €e IPOCTO Tak He OTAaayT. Eciy TONbKO MOMEHSITS.

BerTe nosnes B KOIIe/Ib ¥ BBITAIIMIT 30JI0TOH. ACTp OTPHULIATENIBHO MOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM.

— He nonoiiner. Ta Tskenee paza B TpH.

[omopumBIIHCh, TI0PMEH AOOABHII €Ille 1B MOHETHL. ACTp yOekasl U BCKOpE BEpPHYJICS C
HEOOBIYHBIM 30J7I0ThIM. OH ObLT OOJIBIIE U SIpUe CEBEPCTAHCKOTO.

— MeHbllie ipuMecH Mey, — ONBITHBIM IJIA30M OIpeaew nJopMeH. Hankycun MoHery,
nonpoOoBaB ee MATKOCTh. — 30510Ta ropaszzio Oosnbiie. — [TocMoTpeB Ha HaaMKCh, TPU3HAT: — SI3bIKa
He 3Halo0, HO repO Buael. It1o TepmuHyc.

— Tepmunyc? — Actp nopaxeHHo nokauai ronoBord. — Ho otkyna? K HuM xe Xxoza HeT BOT yxk
HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHUHA. ..

[NonkuHyB MOHETY B pyKe, I71aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA PACTEPSHHO MPU3HAL:

— TepMUHIIBI KAaKMM-TO 00pa30M TMPOILIA MO OOPYIIEHHOMY TYHHEIIO 4epe3 ropbl, JPyroro
nyTd K Ham HeT. Kak um 310 ynanocs? U st yero onu 31ech? — OH MOMpPavHes U HalpaBUiICs K
TOCTHHHUIIE, IJIe OCTaBWJI CBOM BeIllM. YK€ Ha X0y pacriopsiiwics: — Hamo cpoyHo mpeayrnpeauThb
kopossi. BosBpamaemcs B cromumity! OctaBb HaOMOOaTh 32 AMUPEIb C TPHUIIETIBIEM Mapy 4eloBeK,
MYCTh JOHOCAT 000 BCEM, UTO BUIAT, OOBIYHBIMU MyTsSIMU. YBEpeH, Ije OyleT OH, TaM OyleT U OHa.
JleBKa CHIIbHO paHeHa, eBaThCsl el OT Hero Hekyna. K Tomy ke Tenepb OHa ero xeHa.

[Momymag, uto GyneT, Kora Kopojib y3HaeT O CBaIecOHOM pUTYyaJie, CBA3ABIIEro ero M30paHHUITY
C He3HaKoMIIeM, Oosie3HeHHO MpuKycui ry0y. Kak ToppeH B3mymaeT Haka3aTh €ro, HEBOJIBHO STOMY
MOCIIOCOOCTBOBABIIIEMY, JJa’Ke MPEICTABUTH OBLIO KYTKO.

Ho BblexaTh cpa3y OH He CMOT — IOpOra BO3Jie TOCTHHUIIBI ObLIa 3arpysKeHa pas3ry/sBIIAMUCS
rOpOXKaHaMH.
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I'1aBa BTOpas

Amupesnb OYHYyJIACh OT HENIPUATHOTO MOKAJIBIBaHUSA B 3aTbUIKe. KTO-TO Tporasn ee Koxy Ipo-
XJIAJHBIMU TAJIbI[AMU, CEPAUTO BHIFOBApMBAasi Ha €[Ba 3HAKOMOM sI3blKe. XOTs KacaHus ObUIM elie
OIIIyTUMBIMH, OCTpasi 00JIb BCE paBHO MPOHM3bIBAJIA €€ OT MAKYIIKH JI0 CaMBIX IATOK. [louyBcTBOBaB
Ha I1Iee YTO-TO OTBPATUTEJIbHO JIUIIKOE, BOHIOUEE, MOMBITAIACh IOTPOraTh roJI0BY, HO pyKa OECCHUIIBHO
yhnasna.

— Y10 3T0 CO MHOW? — IpOILENTajIa OHA U YCJIBbIIIAA B OTBET:

— Tebs KpenKo MPUJIOKKIIM IO TOJI0BE, KOMAyHbsI. — ['010¢ ObLT HE3HAKOMBIM, YyTh HACMeEIII-
JIMBBIM, CO CTPaHHBIM akLeHToM. [ToueMy-To ogymMaoch, 4YTo Tak Moruia Obl pa3roBapyBaTh KOPO-
neBa Jlycusi, ecim 6 Oblta kuBa. — Ho BOT Kakoro AeMoHa 51 KUHYJCS TeOsl cracaTh, He IOHUMAIO.

Ona c Tpynom nozaHsuia Tsikessle Beku. CoHLE CIenuIo, XOTs OHa U JIexkasla B TEHA BBICOKOTO
BA3a. HEMHOrO NpUBBIKHYB K APKOMY CBETY, pasIvIsfeia CKJIOHMUBLIEIOCS HaJl HEM TOHKOKOCTHOTO
MAaJIbYALIKY B CTPAaHHOM OJE7K/IE C HABUHYTHIM Ha caMble IVIa3a KamoinoHoM. Ho koria oH 3aroBopuit
HEJJOBOJIbHO-YKOPU3HEHHBIM OapUTOHOM, PELINIa, YTO Mepes Hell BCe-Taky MapeHb.

—Ilouemy He BbI3/10paBIMBaeIllb? — YKOPU3HEHHO CIPOCKII OH. — S Ha TeOs CTOJIbKO CBOEH CaXu
U3BeJI, XOTS €€ OCTAIOCh COBCEM MAJIO, U ee Oepeub HYKHO, a Thl BCE JISKHMIIIb, Kak TOKoiHuna! — U
clieJlaJl CTPaHHBIN BBIBOA: — BpenHas Thl, OXOXE, Yepecuyp.

— Tol neynib MeHsI caxeil? — yAMBICHHO YTOUYHWIa AMHUpeb, cCOOOpasuB, OTKyAa y Hee Ha
KOKE€ MEP3KOE OLYIIIEHUE JIMITKOCTU U I'PA3HU.

— Hy na. I[Ipuaem Bcem nomoraiio, a rede Het. — OH paccMaTprBal ee, Kak CTpaHHYIo OyKaIlky,
He MOJUYMHSIONIYIOCS OOLIETTPUHATHIM MTPABHIIAM.

OHa npuIoiHAIaCh Ha JIOKTE, YTOO BHUMATEJIbHEE IOCMOTPETh Ha HETO, M BCKPUKHYJIA: HA Hee
CMOTpEJIN €€ ke IPOH3UTENIBHO-CUHUE IT1a3a. Eil Bce cTano NMoHATHO.

— ThI TOXE IpeBHEH KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH, — CKa3aja, 00eCCHIEHHO OTKMHYBIIMCH Ha TPaBy. A
KPOBb HE JIEUUT KPOBb.

— Bpenuib? — cepauTo-00€COKOEHHO crpocuil napeHb. — Kakass kpoBb? KoposeBckas?
OTkyna y MeHs KOpoJieBcKast KpOBb?

— MctuHHas KoponeBcKas KpoBb, — yIIPsAMO NMOBTOpHIa AMUpesb. — M jiedunis Tl HE caxkel,
a MpOCTO pyKaMH, Kak U 1. C 4yero Thl NPUILIET KaKyI0-TO Caxy?

— Her, s1 Tebs1 BoOOIIE He MOHMMAIO, — TapeHb 03a00YEHHO MoIIynai ei J100. — JKapa Bpoze
HET, HO MOPEUIb ThI YyIb.

C TpyaoM CIJIOTHYB TATYUYIO CTIOHY M OCO3HAB, UTO pa3roBapuBarh OOJIblE HE B CUIaX, AMU-
peJib NONPOCUIIA:

— Jlait nUTh, a TO B TOpJIE MEPECOXIIO.

Ho napens BopwinBo BO3pasuit:

— B uem s tebe muth nam? B nagonn? U roe Bomy Bo3bMy? Her y Menst Hudero. $1 BooOie
HaJlerke ey, oauH. M cnenry. Mopoku ¢ To60i MHe TOJIBKO U He XBaTajio. M ¢ yero Tl HaBsA3as1ach
Ha MOIO I0JIOBY?

Amupens NPUNIOMHIIIA, KaK Tiepe] OecrnaMsATCTBOM T03BajIa Ha TIOMOIIIb.

— Tel MeH# criac, oToMy 4To 51 TeOs1 mo3Basia. M Tel MeHs ycobliain! 3HauuT, Mbl OAHOW KpOBH !

— 41 Te6st BOOOIIIE BIIepBhIE B )KU3HU BUXKY ! — TPUKPHIB I71a3a JII0HBIO, OH C TOCKOW TOCMOTPEIT
Ha 3axopsiuee conHue. — Kak Tel Moria MeHs 1o3Barh? f HUKaKuX rojocoB He Cabliia!

— HasepHoe, KpoBb cniacaeT KpoBb, — pPa3yMHO IIPEATIONOKNTIA OHA. — 5l camMa B 3TOM IIJIOXO
pa30Mpaioch, HUIZE O CBOEW KPOBM HE HAIILIA, XOTh IPOCMOTpEJIa MOYTH BCE KHUTU U PYKOITMCH O
koposese Jlycuu, 4to OblIM B KOPOJIEBCKOM KHUTOXpaHuuile. MoxeT ObITb, Thl 3Haelllb OoJblie?

— Huuero s He 3Hato 1 3HaTh HEe X04y! — cepaMTO OTpe3an OH, BRIIPAMIIAACH. — M BooOI1IIE,
MHE exaTb rnopa!
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AmupeIs cocpeioTounIach U MpHUKa3asa, HalesCh Ha MOMOIIb CBOETO aMyJieTa:

— Jlaii MHe cHaJaJja IIUTh!

— Bor npucrana! — napeHr BkoHel pa3zo3nwics. — Thl He MOHMMaeEIIb, YTO TeOe TOBOPAT?
[MoBToputs? Het y MeHs iis1 TeOst Hu4ero!

HeByiiika pacrepsiiach. HeyxTo oHa yTpaTuiia BO3MOXHOCTb YIpaBisTh qoabmu? Wi te, B
KOM TOXX€ TeueT UCTMHHAsI KOPOJeBCKasi KPOBb, HE MOAUUHSIOTCA ee nprkasam? M kamens Jlycun
HE MOXXET UMU yTIpaBJIsATh?

Ho nutsb XoTemnock ykacHo, 1 AMupesb, PUBCTaB, OCMOTpesia BOKpyr. OHa Jiexasa Ha Kpako
Jieca, BIAJIeKe yTpoKaloliM TEMHBIM aOpHCOM BUIHENNCH CTOpOXeBble OamHu ABepHOypra. ['opon-
CKOM 1ocaj OTCIoga COBCEM OJIM3KO!

— Y MeHs 31ech HeroAaseKy oM, — OHa MaxHyJIa pyKo# HarpaBo. — Tam ecTb 1 Bojia, U KPYKKH.
W neunsrn.

— YV MeHs ecTh JeHbI'M, MHE UYXKUX He HaJlo! — BBICOKOMEPHO OTKa3zascs napeHs — Bot eme!
Oboiimycs!

— 41 Tebe cBom u He npenarai. OHU MHE caMOl HYXHBI, — MUPOJIIOOMBO TOSICHIJIA OHA, pa3-
MBIIILISISA, KaK Obl CTEPETh C 3aThUIKA U IIen Mep3Kylo caxy. — Kcraru, kak 1ebs 30ByT? S Amupens
Beputu, u3 KpecTbsH.

OH MpUOCaHMIICS ¥ TOPIAEMBO COOOIINIT:

— ®eppyH. S cam o cede.

AmmupeIh HeTOBEPUYHUBO TMPHUIILY PHITACh.

— Kakoe crpanHoe nms. Hukorna Hudero nonoOHoro He cibixaia. Thl oTKkyna?

OH noBepHYJICS K 0Ty ¥ UyTh IPUHAXMYPHJICS, BIJISIIBIBASICH B HEM3BECTHYIO €1 J1aJib.

— W3 TepmuHyca.

— Tepmunyc? — AMupesnb HUKaK He MOIJIa BCIIOMHUTB, 4TO 3T0. HazBaHue ObUIO 3HAKOMO, HO
roJIoBa OT HANpsiKeHUs1 pa30oenach Tak, YTO B Ila3axX HavyasM IUIaBaTh KPOBaBbIe TOUKM, HE JaBast
aymatb. — I'ie 310? Hukak He Mory cooOpasursh. ..

OH mocMoTpes Ha Hee Kak Ha HeJIOyMKa.

— D10 cTpana Ha ore or CeBepcraHa. He 3Haerb, uto jm? XoTs, € Thl U3 KPECThsIH, TO
OTKyga Te0e Mpo 3TO 3HATH?

[TpuBBIKHYB K €ro BHICOKOMEPHOW MaHepe M3bCHSTHCS, AMUpENb HA TPEHEOPEKUTETbHBIN
TOH HE OTpearupoBaa.

— A, BcriomMHmMIa! — 0OpagoBanach OHa HEOKHUIAHHOMY MPOCBETY B MbIC/SX. — OTTya K Ham
npuexana koposesa Jlycus. 1o oT Hee y MeHsI KOPOJIEBCKasi KPOBb.

OH HEIOBOJIBHO XPIOKHYJI, 33/IpaB HOC.

— l'oBop#T, KOpoNeBckas KpoBb ronydas. OHa y Te0s 4to, romydas? — @eppyH mpoBel 1o ee
3aTBUIKY PYKOH U TIOKa3aJl el KPaCHYI0 OT KPOBH JIa/IOHb. — YTO-TO HE NOXOXKE.

— ITO e MPOCTO TaK TOBOPUTCS, — HEJIOBOJILHO BBIIOXHYJIA AMUpEb. — Y JII0Ael KPOBU TOJTy-
6oro 11BeTa He ObIBaer.

deppyH Ope3rIMBO BHITEP OKPOBABJIEHHYIO PYKY O TpPaBy.

— YV 1ebs kpoBb He ocraHaBnuBaeTcsa. Countcst u countcs. [lepeBsizath ecth yeM? {1 cBoO
OfIeXk Iy U3-3a TeOs1 IOPTUTh He COOMPAIOCH.

Ona ornsnena ce6s1. Ecnu 6 oHa Obl1a B I1aThe, MOXKHO ObLIO ObI OTOPBATh MOJIOCY OT HUXKHEN
100ku. Ho pBaTh 1 6e3 Toro nopBaHHylo py0axy 3HAUMIIO OCTAThCs MOMyrosnoi. CHOBa Monmpocuia:

— JlaBaii moiieM Ko MHe JIOMOM, TaM Y MEeHsI €CTb YeM MepeBs3aTh paHy. 1o Hejaseko. [Ipapna,
TaM Ha MeHs 3acajia Obla ycrpoeHa. HaBepHoe, 3T0 onacHo. BApyr KTO-To Tam ocTascs v ogKapay-
nmuBaeT? — AMUpeb TYT JKe MoxKasena o ckazaHHOM. Eii ka3asiock, 4To Mociie 3TOro npeayrnpeskieHust
deppyH TYT ke OTKaKeTCs C Hel UIITH.

K ee ynuBnenuio, 3Tu cioBa Bo3piMenn oOpaTHoe AeicTBHe. [lapeHb TyT ke B30OApWIICS U
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO 3asIBIII:
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— Hukakux 3acap st He 0010Ch, 3TO [Isl MEHsI pa3BJieueHre, TaK To MOWAEM K TeOe, yroBOpuJa.
Ho Te6s1 mepeBsa3arh Hajlo ceituac, OBICTPO, MOKA KPOBBIO HE MCTEKJa. MOXKET, OT TBOMX IITAaHOB
KYCOK OTOpBaTh?

Awmmuperns npeacTaBuia, Kak ee rojisle HOrM MeJIbKaloT CKBO3b JIpaHble MITaHuHbL. [a emie u
caror Ha HeW HeT, KOMY OHH BApPYT MoHagoommmch? Majo Toro, 4To HOru O00cCkle, Tak eIle U Myx-
CKHe IITaHbl Ha Hell OyayT pBansiME! BoT mo3op-to kakoii! Ecim KTO-TO BCTpETHUTCS], HE MUHOBATb
OCKOpOJICHUH.

PemmrenbHo 3anporecroBaa:

— MeHs u Tak uyTh He YOWIIU 32 TO, UTO 51 [TO-MYKCKU OJIETa, a €CJIY eIlle ¥ HOTW HaroJio OyayT. ..

— Hy u orcranas xe y Te0si crpaHa! — OH OCMOTpeJI BOKPYT € BBIPaXKEHHUEM PEBOCXOICTBA
1 33/1paJt Io0OPOJIOK.

OHa nopasuach.

— Ay Tebs uTO, He Tak? KeHIMHAM MOKHO B MYKCKOU ofiekie XxoauTh? B camom nene? To
He Bpelb?

deppyH 03aJaUSHHO TIOYECAT B 3aThUIKE.

— He 3Hato, g Ha 620 BoOOIIEe He cMoTplo. Kakoe mMHe nieno, B yem oHM XoasaT? XoTs ArHecc
B IITaHax oT rpada yoderana, 310 s nomHo. — UM yrpiomo ckazan: — JlagHo, nonum K tede. XoTs
BPEMEHM KaJlb. Y MEHS ero Majo. MeHs KayT.

Awmmupens 00paoBaHO KMBHY/Ia U BCKPUKHYJIA OT OCTpoy O0JH, poH3uBILIel yepert. [1puo-
KUB PYKY K IyJIbCUPYIOIEMY 3aThUIKY, IIPOCTOHAJIA:

— Hapeioch, 3acagpsl MHe OoJbllie ycTpauBaTh He OyAyT. A TO elle OfHOTO TaKOro yaapa MHE
HE TIePEeXUTh.

— A Bapyr OyayT? — 310 OBUIO CKa3aHO C TAlHOW HaAekJIoH. — A 4to, TeOs IMEHHO TaM U
CTyKHYJIU?

Ona HepBHO MOATBEpAMIIA. BCTOMHUIKCH 3710paIHBIE CIIOBA «IOMAJIACh, FOMYOYIIIKa» U MOCIe-
JOBaBIIast 32 TUM cuibHast 0ok, Eil He X0Tesoch BO3BpAIIAThCS B CTABIIAIN OMACHBIM JIOM, HO TaM
OCTaJIOCh BCE HYXKHOE JUTsl )KU3HU. Terepp, KOraa y Hee CTpalHo OoJiesia roloBa U COCPeIOTOUMThCS
OHa He MOIJIa, YIIPaBJIATh JIOAbMU He nonyuntcsi. be3 nener et He mpoxuTh. nTu Bce paBHO mpH-
AeTCH.

— Jlagno, ceftuac, — HeBecTh YeMy 0OpanoBaHHbIN PeppyH MOCBUCTE, HA €r0 30B MPUMYAIach
CUMIIaTUYHAsi TOHKOHOTas Jiommaaka. [loxyionas ee Mo Kpyry, OH MPEACTaBIII ee, Kak 4eJoBeKa: —
Ito Arge. OHa Bce NoHUMAET. YMHHULIA.

Ammuperts MPUKpbLIA TJ1a3a U MONbITAJIACh TIO3BATh CBOIO, BEPHEE, YTHAHHYIO JIOIIA/Ib, HO HUYETo
He MoTy4nsiochk. CTOWIIO el HarmpsIbcs, 9T00 BBI3BATh B TOJIOBE 00pa3 JIOMAIu, Kak 00k HapacTana,
He J]aBast HM O YeM JAyMaTb.

Buns ee cnabocts, ®eppyH JIerko MOAHSUT AEBYIIKY Ha KOOBUIKY, 3ackoumn cam. OHa Oec-
CHJTHHO ITOJIOKMJIa OOJIEBIITYIO TOJIOBY €MY Ha TUIEYO, IavKasi KPOBbIO ero qoporoi kagpran. OH momop-
IIUAJICS, HO POMOJTYAIL.

Arde nerko noHecna ux Mo MyCTHIHHOM AOpore /10 Mocaja.

— Hukoro u3 ropoxan Het. [Toxoxe, Bce B ropojie, OTMeUaloT Hairy cBaap0y. Tam Kakoro-to
TOMJIa BHIKATHJIM HECKOJIBKO JECSATKOB OOUEK, IMOKa BCEe HE OIyCTOIIaT, He onoMHsTcs. — DeppyH
OLICHMBAIOIIIE CMOTPEJ IO CTOPOHAM, OTMedasi M HEB3PaYHOCTh MECTHBIX JIOMUINIEK, U HEPHOpaH-
HOCTh ABOpOB. — Hy 1 yboro TyT y Bac, — cienan oH HenpuATHbIN a1 CeBepcraHa BIBOA. — 51 Obl
31€Ch JKHUTh HE XOTElL.

Ammupens ycrbliana TOJIbKO OHO U MEPECpoCHa, PelInB, YTO OT OOMM e CIBIIIUTCS YTO-
TO HECYCBETHOE:

— Ysio cBagp0y OTMEUAoT?

OH ¢bIpKHYII:

— 4 yxe ckazait: Hamny. [ocie ynapa mioxo CAbIIIMIIG ?
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Ona nomosyasa, 0co3HaBasi CHOrcumOaTeIbHyI0 HOBOCTb.

— A 3ayeM THl HAa MHE XEHWICA? — CHJI BO3MYIIAThCS Y Hee He ObLIO, HO BCE PaBHO TOJIOC
MPO3BYYasl pa304apoOBaHHO.

— MosHO nojtymMathb, 3To Moe kestanue! f Takke XoTen Ha TeOe JKEeHUThCS, KaK Thl BHIXOAUTH 3
MeHSI 3aMYyX, — CKaHAaIbHO 3asBuI PeppyH. — MHe mpuIuiock, utod crnactul Teds. Keratu, s xoten
BCE 3TO OBIIIIO IPOCTO-HANPOCTO MOPYOUTH B KAITyCcTy, HO Thl MHE He Aaja! [Toaromy Ge3 npereH3uii!
Cuiu TUXO M He BO3MYIIIAKCS MOMYCTY! — MU YHUUMKUTENIBHO H00aBII: — Mutast skeHyIka!

Awmwuperns BooOIe He IOMHMJIA, YTO MPOU30IIO Ha TOPOICKOH IUIOMIAAN, TIO3TOMY peliia
HE 3JIUTh CBOETO BCIBUILYMBOIO CMACUTENS. YKa3aB Ha KpalHWIA JJOM Tepe]] JIOTOM, paloCTHO BOC-
KJIMKHYJIA:

— Bot crout moii fomuk. BepHee, He MOiA, a KOJyHbH, KOTOPYIO 32 UTO-TO COXKIJIM Ha TUIOIIAIN
B TIPOIILIOM TOJY.

deppyH BO3MYILIEHHO OKPYIJIMI I71a3a.

— Kakwue nukue TyT oObruan. S He MOMHIO, 9TO0 Y HaC KOrO-TO X, BOT pa300iHMUKOB BEIIAIOT,
osBasio. Ho 1 T0 peako. [Ipu MHe HU OTHONM MyOJMYHON Ka3HU He ObUIO. A TYT 9TO pa3BlieUeHHE,
YTO JIK, TaKoe, Bpojie Oaslarana ckomopoxoB? JKuBerte ckydHO?

OcCTaHOBUBIIMCH BO3JI€ HEBBICOKOT'O IITAKETHUKA, OH CIIEIIIIIICS, OTKPBUT KAJIUTKY, 3aBel Arde
BHYTPb 3apOCIIETr0 COPHSKAMH JBOPUKA, OCTOPOKHO CITyCTHJI AMHpeNb C JOmaa U Mocaaul Ha
HU3KYIO CKaMEeuKy BO3JIe Yallly KOJIOIIA.

— Bor, neil ckonbko X0ouelllb, a 5 MPOBepIo, YTo TaM y Teds B ioMe jaenaercs. IHTepecHo, u3
3acapl KTO-TO OcTasicsi? XopoIo Obl. .. — C MPEABKYILIEHUEM TPOTrOBOPUIT OH.

BrITammB 13 HOXEH Med, OJHAM MPBDKKOM 3aCKOYMJI Ha KPbUIBIO, pacliaxHy/l He3anepTylo
ABEPb U BOILIES BHYTPb.

C TpynoM HakJIOHMBIIMCH, AMUpENTh Habpasia B JIAIOHU XOJIOJHYIO YUCTYIO BOAY U MPUHSLIACH
MUTh MAJICHBKUMHU TJIOTKAMH, TO M JIeJIO B3[IparuBasi OT Pa3AaloluXcsi BHYTPU CTYKOB U IIOPOXOB.
HarnuBimcs, mpusieria Ha CKaMenKy, CUJI CHIETh He ObLIo, c1abocTh JOHUMAIA.

deppyH BbIIIENT HAPYKY, YK YOpaB Medu B HOXKHBI, U Pa304apOBaHHO 3asIBILI:

— Her Ttam HuKOrOo. A Xaib. JJaBHO MeuOM He Maxall.

AMUpeIs ¢ yKOpoM CIipocuiia:

— TeGe HpaBuTCS YOUBATH JIIOAICH?

Jlerko noaxBaTuB JEBYIIKY HA PYKH, OH MTOHEC €€ B JIOM, TOSICHSISI Ha XOMY:

— HopmasbHbIX Jiozieit HeT, BparoB Ja. — M kak camo co0oi pasymMerolneecs 3asBUII: — 3Haelllb,
KaKoW 51 cuyIbHbINA BouH? Jlydiie MeHs Ha BceM OeJioM cBeTe HeT!

Awmmuperns Bepriia, YTo 3TO TaK, HO HEyMepeHHasi oXBaibOa pe3asa yim. M 4ero oH mocTosHHO
xBactaeT? He 3HaeT, 4To Tak He MPUHATO?

YcanuB ee Ha KpoBaTh, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— YemM 1ebe ronoy nepepsa3ath? Kposs Bee ernie countcs. Ito mioxo. M kak Tede moMoub, s He
3Ha10. — C ykopoMm 100aBuJI, OYTO 3TO UCKTIOYUTETHHO ee BUHA: — Beex Jieunt, a Te0s He MoTyJaeTcs.

Omna Benenia I0CTaTh U3 CyHOYKa Oelylo HOUHy0 copouky. IlogHsB Kpbiky, ®eppyH npu-
CBUCTHYJI:

— Jla ThI IeBMILIA C TIPUIAHBIM, OHAKO! Yero TyT TOJIBKO HeT! — BHITAIMII OTAETaHHbIE TOHKUM
KPYXEBOM HEKHO-PO30BbIe TTAHTAJIOHBI M HEOPEKHO PACTPSAXHYJI.

Ammuperns cTpeMUTeNbHO TIoKpacHesna. Jlydiie Obl OHa cama 4To-HUOY/Ib Halia !

®eppyH MpUIIOKUI UX K cede, Ipbirast JIMHHBIMA HOTAMH U KOKETJIMBO MOBOPAYMBASICH TO
OZIHUM OOKOM, TO APYTYM, BUXJISISI TIPU STOM TOIIMM 33/I0M.

— U xak s te6e, HpaBIIIOCh? — MPONUITAT, TIOAPAKas BHICOKOMY KEHCKOMY TOJIOCY.

— A Hy TIOJIOKM 0OpaTHO, TIIYIBIA MaJbuMIKa! — mpormiena AMUpesb, HAIIPACHO THITAsICh
BcTaTh. OT yCHIIMS KPYKIJIAch rojioBa, M YePHOTA 3aCTUIIANA TJ1a3a.
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PaccmesiBimch, OH HEOPEKHO MIBBIPHYJ MAHTAJIOHBI OOPAaTHO B CYHIOYK M JOCTaJl TOHKYIO
OeJTyIo COPOUKY.

— 3rta, 4To JU? — OHA KUBHYIIA.

Py6ariiky 6b1710 ab, ee M Ui Hee 1o 3aka3y Menucc emie B Xoroypre, HO UTo JiesiaTh?
Bonbliie paHy nepeBs3aTh ObLJIO HEUEM.

deppyH OTHUM JBMKEHHEM pa3opBall ee Ha 1Be HepoBHbIe yacTu. [lomoren k AMupers, repe-
BEPHYJI €€ Ha )KUBOT ¥ TIOTHSUT HABepX BOJIOCHL. YBUEB I'PS3HBIN KOJITYH U MepeMa3aHHbI B KPOBH U
cake 3aThUIOK, BHIPYTAJICS, B35JI CO CTOJIA ITYCTYIO KPYKKY M BBIIIEIN U3 IoMa. BepHysics yxke ¢ BOJOI.
Hamoun nosioBrHy COPOUYKHU M MTPUHSIICS OCTOPOXKHO OTTUPATh € KOXKY U BOJIOCHI.

AmMupesnb MOPIIWIACh OT JIEJSIHOM BOJIbl, TKaHb Ka3ajiach )KECTKOM, HO OHA CTOMKO TepreJa.
Jlonbilie BCero OH OTTUPAJ 3aMeKIIyIocs TIOToJIaM ¢ caxer KpoBb ¢ 1ieu. [IoTom Tyro nepeBsizan paHy
Y CITPOCHIL:

— TeOs1 BBIMBITh BCIO, 2 TO ThI OOJILHO Tpsi3HAs?

3acTecHABIINCH, AMUPETh HeMeJIsl OTKa3aJIach.

— Hy v BoHs# fasibinie, €civ XOuelllb, — MHUJIOCTUBO Pa3pellIvy OH U MOIIeN K BBIXOLY. — A MHE
1opa exarb.

PazoOmxenHast AMupesns XoTesa cka3aTb, YTO OH BOJIEH JIeJIaTh BCE, YTO XOUET, HO BCIIOMHIIIA
O NpUBUAEBLIEMCS €1 Ha IJIoIaau sgopmene Berre. A ecim 310 u Bipssmb oH? U 3710 TOra, Korna
oHa coBepiieHHO OecriomornHa? Ee HakpblTa BojTHA cTpaxa.

— Tob1 xouemb MeHs TYT ocTaBuTh? Ho MeHs ke yObloT! — OHa B MaHUKE MPOTSHY/IA K HEMY
pyku. — B ABepHOypre cam riiaBa KOpOJIEBCKOro TatHOro cbicka! OH HaBepHsIKa Mmpuexas 3a MHO¥!
N 3acany mHe yctpous Toxke oH!

Ho ®eppyH HeOpe:KHO OTMaxXHYJICH.

— MHe He 10 Tebs1, Hy’KHO CIelnTh, B TepMUHyce ueT BOMHA.

— Tol npuexan B CeBepcTaH 3a moaMoroi? — norajganach AMUpPesb.

— MOXHO ¥ Tak ckaszarb, — IpoTsAHYJ1 PeppyH. — MHe HykeH Balll KOPOJIb.

— Torga eI IpocTO 00sI3aH B3ATh MEHsI C coO0OM! — AMUpeNb 10 IpoKU OOsIaCh OCTABATHCS
31ech B oiMHOYeCTBe. — $1 3Hato opory B cronuity. K Tomy ke 51 TBOsI 3aKOHHAs! KeHa, ¥ Thl TOKJISLIICS
MeHS 3aIlyIIaTh!

OH cepauTo BO3pa3wI:

— 51 Te0s yxe pa3 3alIMTUI, M XBAaTHT, Oonbilie He Oymy, Hekorga MHe. Eciu Thl OCTOSIHHO
BJIMIIACIIb B HEMTPUSITHOCTH, TO 5-TO TYT IIpU4YeM?

Ammperns cTano xajb ceds 10 ciie3. ITO OHA-TO BIMMaeT B HenpusitHocTu? Jla OHa MeuTaeT
O TUXOW CIIOKOWHOM ku3HU! Pa3Be oHa BUHOBATa, YTO B HEWM MPOCHYJIACh 9Ta BOBCE HE HYXKHas e
KopoJieBckast KpoBb? Eci 6 y Hee He ObLIO 9TOM KYTKOW KPOBH, OHA *KUJIa Obl CIOKOMHO B CBOEH
JepeBYIIIKe, MOKET, 3aMyXkeM Obl yke OblIa. . .

JleByIIKa TUXOHBKO BCXJIMITHYJIA, HETOLYSI HA CBOIO KOBAPHYIO CYyIbOY.

deppyH ¢ n0canoi Mpocaean 3a KarnaoluMi U3 ee I71a3 clie3aMu. PacxoauBiimecs: BOTHAMU
BOKPYT Hee ropedb M CTpax HeOKMJAHHON BUHOM Jiersii emy Ha ceprie. OTBEpHYBIIMCh U CKPUITHYB
3y0amMu, yCTyrasi HeIPUBBIYHOMY COUYBCTBHUIO, OH HEXOTSI COTTIACHJICS:

— JlagHo, cerofiHs s OCTaHyCh 371ech, ¢ ToO0M. Ho 3aBTpa moeay nasbiie. — B3risiHyB Ha cTpe-
MUTEJIPHO TeMHeoIee HeOo 32 OKHOM, OECCTpacTHO pa3odapoBal: — M He Hajewcs, YTo BO3bMY TeOs
¢ coboii. MHe Takasi BOJILIHKA HU K YeMy.

— KoneuHo, ocraBaiics, — mprodoapuiiace AMUpeEITb, Bellb HEM3BECTHO, UTO ele OyJeT 3aBTpa,
BO3MOXXHO, OH HHMKYAa He TIOe[eT WM BCe-TaKM BO3bMET ee ¢ cOOOM, — HOUBI0 Ha TEMHOM JOpore
JenaTh Heuero. Huuero He BugHo. Jla 1 omacHo.

— 41 cebst ropazo Jiydiiie YyBCTBYIO HOUBIO, — XOJIOIHO BO3pasuil oH. — CoJHIle MEHS CIIETIHT.
Xopolo, 4To 371eCh OHO He Takoe sipkoe, Kak B Tepmunyce. Ho Bce paBHO B pasrap JHS MPUXOAUTCS
HATATUBATh HA TOJIOBY KAIMIOIIOH, YT00 cOepeyb I1a3a.
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Ammupenb noexunack. [la gyenosek i oH BooOie? Koxka y Hero cimimkom Oesnasi, BOJIOCHI Uep-
HbIE, KaK CMOJIb, TAKUX B CeB@pCTaHe OHa OTPOAACH HE BCTpeUasa, 1a U BUIUT OH B TEMHOTE JIy4lIIC,
4yeMm mipu OesioM cBete. MokeT, OH Bypaaiak Kakoi? OT 3Toi MBIC/IM CTAJIO He To cede, U 1Mo Koxke
MIPOHECIIACH HETIPUSITHAS TTIO3EMKA.

Ho cnabocth He gana goaro 06 3ToM pa3ayMbIBaTh, OT JIOOOTO CaMOrO HUYTOKHOTO YCHITHUS
rOJIOBY HAYMHAJIO JIOMUTDb TaK, OyATO B HEW HOX MOBOpavyMBaid. Jla M Kakasi el pa3HHIa, KTO OH?
Ecnu 6 He oH, Hem3BeCcTHO, uTo O ¢ Hell cTano. CKBO3b TyMaH B FOJIOBE CMYTHO TTOMHUJIUACH ITPETEH3UH
BpiokTa, ero crop ¢ MeCTHBIM JIA0PMEHOM.

Yero oHm Bce OT Hee XOTAT? B ux moO0Bb OHa He Bepuiia. ABEpH HAJEsUICs C ee TIOMOIIBIO,
BepHee, C MOMOIIIBIO €€ BO3ZMOKHOCTEH, €CIM M He 3aHSTh KOPOJIEBCKUM MPECTON, TO XOTsI ObI MOITBI-
tatbest. Uto u cnenan ToppeH. [Ipu MBICIIH 0 KOpPOJIE OHA MOMOPIIIIIACK, 320bIB O PAHEHOM 3aThUIKE.

— Uro, romoBa cuibHO HoeT? — ®PeppyH 3ameTnnn ee Ooje3HeHHbIe rpuMachkl. — JlaBaii XOTb
IIUIIKY pa3oTpy, MEHbIIIE CAHUTD Oy/IeT.

OHa MOKOPHO MOJICTAaBUJIa €My 3aThUIOK M TOJIBKO TUXOHBKO IIMIENa OT 00U, KOrJa OH CIIy-
YyaiiHO 3ajeBaj HambOosee Oone3HeHHble MecTa. [locne pacTupaHusi CyKpOBHIIA MPOCTYIMIIA CHOBA,
BBINIAYKaB TepeBa3Ky. OH CHsI MOKPYIO TKaHb, OTOPBAJI OT COPOUKH HOBYIO TIOJIOCY M TIEpeBsI3all ee
TOJIOBY 3aHOBO.

[Nocne nepeBsizku 60Jb OTCTYNHIIA, M AMHpEbh MTPOBATIIIACH B COH, JaXe He MOJyMaB pas-
JIETbCS.

[MocMoTpeB Ha HaBs3aHHYIO eMy keHy, PeppyH MPHUIIETKHY MaibliaMH, OyATO MPOTOHSIS
HEJIeTYI0 MBICTIb, ¥ OTIPABHJICS Ha pa3BeKy. YTo-To eMy rOBOPHMIIO, UTO JIIOAU, CTPEISIBILIME B HETO
C KPBIIIIM, HA 9TOM HE YCTIOKOSITCS.

Emy He HpaBmiiach 3Ta BapBapckas crpaHa. Hamanmate Ha cnaOyio Oe33aluTHyIO JeBYIIKY, 1a
K TOMY XK€ TallHO, U3-3a YIJIa, MOIJIM, TI0 €r0 pa3yMEHHIO, TOJIBKO KaJIKHUE TPYCHI.

Brliins 3 qoma, o0oIeN ero BOKpYT, JIETKO MEepenphbirHyB Yepe3 MOKOCUBIIYIOCS U3rOpPO/ib.
Huuero onacHoro He 0OHapyXUB, BEPHYJICSI OOpPATHO, JIer Ha TPaBKe BO3JIE KPbUICUKA, HA BCSKUIA
CJTy4aid TIOJIOKUB PAJOM C cOOOM OOHaKEHHBIM MeY U JIYK CO CTpesIaMHu.

Emy o4eHb xoTenock, 4tod Te, KTO Hamajl Ha JEBYIIIKY, BEPHYJIUCH CI0f1a 9TOW HOYbI0. BoT Torna
Obl OH HaKa3aJ UX Kak ClieqyeT, Hy U pa3Biekcs Obl 3a01HO. Ml HUKTO O eMy cioBa Mornepek cKasaTb
HE TI0CMeJT, BeJlb OH ObUT ObI MOJTHOCTHIO B cBoeM mpaBe! U naxke CuibBepy, 6€30CTaHOBOUHO pajie-
IOIIEMY 32 CITPaBEIUBOCTh, HE B UM OBUIO Obl €r0 YIPEKHYTb.

Arde 6e3mMATeKHO Maciaach B 3apoclieM TPaBOW Oropoje, U3peaKa JOBOJIBHO BCXparbiBas,
Haias 0co0o0 BKycHYI0 TpaBKy. Houb crosina Tuxasi, Oe3nmyHHass u 6e33Be3[Hasi, Kakas-To Oenecas,
nouty OecrBeTHast. PeppyHy yxke MPUIILIOCh TPOBECTH HECKOIBKO HOUEH B STOM HE/IPYKETI0OHOM
Kpalo, U JIaXe 3Be3/Ibl 3/1eCh ObUIM TOpa3o Mebye U He TaKKe sSipKue, Kak B pogHoM TepmuHyce.

3akpbIB I71a3a, 3alpeMaJl, He TBITasiCh OOJbIIE OCTAHABIMBATH IUISCABIINE TEpel Ia3amMu
HETIOHSATHBIE YeoBeueckre TeHu. HeckobKo pa3 MesbKkHyna AMUpPESh B HEYT0OOHOM CTapOMOJHOM
OfIEsSTHUH, TIBITABINIASICS YTO-TO €My CKa3aTh, HO OH TOJIBKO MEepeBepHYJICS Ha APYron OOK, Jocays,
YTO Ja)ke BO CHE OT Hee HEeT MOKOsl.

[Tocpenyrne HOUM MPOCHYNICA OT TMXMX Kpaaylmuxcs maroB. Kakoi-ro MykuuHa 11en croaa,
MIBITASICh OCTAThCS He3aMeueHHbIM. EMy Obl 3TO y/aiock, OH JBHrajcs noutu ecurymHo, Ho PeppyH
00J1a/1a)T HEUeIOBEUECKUM CITYXOM, CIIOCOOHBIM PACCIIBIIIATh MOJIeT OA00UKH.

OH 1IaBHO, KaK JAWKUUN 3Bepb, MOJHSUIICS, BCTAT 32 PACKUIUCTYIO CTapylo OJIbXY, POCIIYIO
rocpeavHe 1Bopa, u npuciywmaics. [laru nokpyxuiam BOKpyr I0Ma, IIOTOM YILIM 32 KaJUTKY Ha
ynuity. PeppyH Mocie1oBai 3a He3BaHBIM FOCTEM.

OCTaHOBUBIIIKCH BO3JIE IMATKOTO 3a00pa, TOT MaxHYJI PyKOH C 32)KaThIM B HEll OTOHBKOM. 3auH-
TpuroBaHHelii PeppyH nmogodpascs modImxke, xenask pacCMOTPETh OTOHEK MOOHAKe. ITO OKazascs
CBETSIIUICS B TEMHOTE (DUOJIETOBBIM IIBETOM KaMeHb. TaKuX OH ellle He BUJIeN, 3aX0TeI0Ch MOCMOT-
petb nobnuxke. Ho M0O0MBITCTBO MPUIIIOCH NMEPECUTUTh — HA CUTHAJT TIOATSIHYJIUCh BOMHBI, CTapa-
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TEJIbHO TPHUICPKUBAIONINE PyKaMi OOHaXKEHHBIE MEUH, YTOO HE IIyMeTh, HO Teé BCE PAaBHO CJErka
MO3BSIKUBAJI B HOYHOM TUIIIMHE.

HesBansble roctvt roBopiin THX0, HO PeppyH Bee cblalt U Buaen. M 1o, 9To OH CIbIa, eMmy
HE MOHPABUJIOCH:

— I'maBa TaifHOrO CBICKa TMpHUKa3ajl YCTPOWUTDH 3acay 3/eCh, — IIENTaJl HEMPUSITHBIN CUTLIBIA
rosioc. — CHoBa. OH yBepeH, 4TO JIeBKa HUKYyAAa YUTH HE CMOXET, O3TOMYy BepHetcs cioga. OHa
CUJIbHO paHEHa M UCTeKaeT KPoBblo. Ee HaJjo cBA3aTh M MPUHECTH B TOCTHHUILY K II0PMEHy. A BOT
ee HOBOUCIIEYEHHOTO MYyKEHbKa YOUTb.

OnuH 13 COOOITHUKOB MCITYTaHHO MPOOOPMOTAIT:

— A Kak nopemuTh 3TOro cuHera3oro geMoHa? OH ye IByX HalllixX Ha TOT cBeT cripoBaaui. C
HEro CTaHeTCs ¥ Hac MOyOrBaTh, OH ke HACTOSIIME Oepcepk. S Takux ere He Buaai. M Bcrpeyarbes
¢ HUM B 0010 He xouy. U He B 6010 Toxke. OH JMofei KaJleuuT U yOMBaeT, KaK CeMEUKH IIEeJIKaeT.

— Huxkro Te6s B 60if 1 He mockinaeT. Caenaere Bce TUXO, U3 3acaibl. UTo, BBl BCEMEpPOM He
OTIpPaABUTE HA TOT CBET OIHOTO ToIIero napHs? He BecTynaiite ¢ HUM B OIMKHUIA OOH, TOJIBKO M BCETO.
ApbGaeTsl ke y Bac ecth? CTpensiiTe co Bcex CTOPOH, Kyaa-HuOyab na nonanere! He TpychTe, MOKHO
TO/TyMaTh, BBl BIIEPBBIE JTOJICH yOrBaeTe! — MogOoApIIT UX TJIaBaph U JOOABUIT YKe CYpOBO: — Bhiror-
HsIUTE MPUKa3 110pMeHa Bette, a To oH Benb 1 pa3o3muThest Moxet! Camu 3HaeTe, 4to Toraa oyaer!

Bospaxkenuii He nocienoBaio. Ociymarbes I1aBy TalHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOT TOJIbKO
TOT, KOMY KM3Hb HaJI0€Ja.

deppyH mpeABKyIIAIONIE YIBIOHYJICS BO BECh POT W IMOIJIAAWI CBOW BepHbIA Medu. BoT oH u
noxkpaancst coero yaca! Bee nocnennee Bpemsi PeppyHy ObLIO y)XacHO CKy4HO. CKOJBKO pa3 OH
MOKaJIeNT, YTO TOCIYIIAICS KaKylo-TO JPEBHIOK Pa3BajMHY B KOPOJIEBCKOM JBopie TepMuHyca u
oTrnpaBucs cieioM 3a CHIbBEPOM BMECTO TOTO, YTOO exaTh BOEBaTh C MMrapiaiamMu. Botr tam emy
ObLIO OBbI TOpA37I0 Beceee.

INoxon B Ceepcran BBUTIIICS B OECKOHEUHOE MpepeKaHue ¢ CBIHOM HaMecTHUKa. To He morwy,
3TO He cMeii! Pasrpebanne KaMeHHBIX 3aBJIOB B TYHHEIE MOJ] TOpaMU U BOBCE CBeJIo ero ¢ yma. Ho
Terepb-To OH pas3Beercsi! OTBeAeT AyIly 3a BCe MOCEHEE YHBIIIOE BPEMEUKO.

BecrryMHO nieperpbirHyB uepe3 orpajy, OH BHE3aITHO, He TasiCh, CIIPOCHI Y CTPaKHUKOB, BCE
elle TOMYYIIMXCS Ha OTHOM MecTe:

— Jliobute youBath?

Te MOMEHTaIbHO 3aMaxHYJIUCh YK€ M3TOTOBJIEHHBIMU JIs1 0051 MEYaMH M TYPbOOI KUHYJIHCH
Ha Hero. Bee, kpome Actpa, nocnemmusiiero yiutu. Ho He ycrien oH ciiesiaTh ¥ HECKOJBKO I1aroB, Kak
JIETKO TePEeNPHIrHYBILINIA Yepe3 rOJIOBBI MBITABIINXCS OCTAHOBUTDH €r0 CTPAKHUKOB MapeHb OKa3aJIcs
niepes HuM.

— ThI Kyna? — HEJOBOJILHO CIPOCKJT OH M YTPOXKAIOIIIE MOBEN 3aCBEPKABIIMM XOJIOAHBIM cepeo-
POM MeUuoM. — A Hy, cpaxkaiicsi Toxxe! Pa3Be He Thl y HUX [JIaBHbINA?

JlioGumert r1aBbl TAHOTO ChICKA HUKOT/IA U HU C KeM He OWJICS B YeCTHOM OOI0, OH U OPYKHe-TO
B pPyKax JepkaTh He ymeld. BOT U Tenepb MOMBITAICS CHOPATATHCS 3a CIUHBI CTPAKHUKOB, HO OBLT
TOTYAC PACKPOEH HAJBOE OMHUM YJapOM OCTPOro Meua.

He BuzeBime B TeMHOTE rO€IIM CBOETO ITPEABOMTENS CTPAKHUKHU HAYyTa/1 KPYKUJIUCh TI033/1H,
oOpa3oBaB Kpyr. PeppyH OecITyMHO MPU3EMIIIICS BHYTPH TOrO KPyra M JJACKOBO MO3BAJI:

— Ay, g TyT!

Onu Opocuiuch Ha HEro, U ObLTM OJJHOBPEMEHHO 00€3IJIaBIeHbl OIHUM B3MAaXOM Meva KpyT-
HYBIIIErocsi Ha OAHOM Mecte PeppyHa, TyT ke OTIPHITHYBIIIEr0 B CTOPOHY, M30erast XJeHyen us3
TeJI MOTOKAMH KPOBH.

XJ1aTHOKPOBHO MEPECUNTAB JIeKAIHe Mepel HUM Oe3roIoBbIe TPYIIbl, OH HErPOMKO MTPUCBHUCT-
HYJL.

— Cemepo. XopoIio, HO MaJjo, — MPU3HAI OH, BHITUPAst Me4 00 KadTaH OTHOTO U3 JIKAIIIX
niepen HUM Tell. — Korna xotenu cxeub AMUpesb, X ObUTO JBAAIATh B 3TUX CMEIIHBIX JUIMHHOIIOJBIX
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ozexkax. — OH MPUIIOAHSLIT OCTPHEM Meva IOJTy OTHOTO U3 KaTaHOB, TIOCJIE YETO C JISI3TOM 33 JBUHYII
Meu B HOXHBI U TPUHAXMYPHJICS, TpUNIoMuHast: — Jla, ¢ HUMH ObLT elrie OMH B YEPHOM OapXaTHOM
nyoinete. Bot ero 6s1 MHE I0CTaTh MEYOM. DTO HABEpHSIKA OH IPHUKA3aJl CTPEJIATD [0 MHE U AMHpEh
u3 apbasietoB. S ¢ 3TMIM ragom Korga-HUOyIb BCTPEUyCh, HAZICIOCh, YTO CKOpo. U Toria oH y MeHs
y3HAeT, KaK 3TO BECeJO — MOoJTyyarh U3-3a yIjia pyKOsTKON Meya IO 3aThUIKY, OCOOEHHO KOI/Ia 3TOro
HE OKH[Aelllb.

OH ynoOHO yCTpOMIICSl Ha CBOEM IPEkKHEM MECTe, 3aBEPHYJICS B IUIAI M OE3MATEKHO 3aCHYIL.
VrpbI3eHust COBECTH ero He TpeBoXuan. HaoGopot, Ha ayie ObUTO GJIaroCTHO OT YyBCTBA XOPOIIO
MCIIOJIHEHHOTO J0JITa.

Haytpo Amupens nouyBcTBoBasIa ceOst HaMHOTO Jiyunie. [Toutu HU pa3y He MOIIAaTHYBIIUCH,
BCTaJIa, YMbLIaCh IIPUHECEHHOH ¢ Beuepa PeppyHOM BOIOW M HECKOJIBKO pa3, OTMbIBasi, MpOTEpia
MIOTHOE I'PsI3HOE TeJI0 MOKpOo# Tpsimuield. C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM Hajlesla YiucToe Oelbe, KEHCKOe TUIaThe
13 IJIOTHOW CHHEN CapXkHU U OIVIS/IeNach BOKPYT.

Kaxk e eif HpaBUJIOCh B 9TOM MaJIeHbKOM TUXOM JJOMHKE, KaJlb, YTO CHOBA MPHUETCS ero MOKHU-
HyTb. Ho BBIOOpa HET — WM cMepTh, WK pOOKast HaJIeK/1a Ha CIIaCeHUe TOJ 3aIIMTOM STOTO JUKO-
BUHHOTO MYyXa. Eciii OH cou3BONUT ee ¢ co0oii B3AATh, KOHeUHO. CaMoii el He CIAaCTUCh, CITAIITIKOM
OoyuT ymmbIeHHas! rojioBa.

[Nocne paHeHMst OTYAsTHHO XOTENOCh ecTh. HyXHO YTO-TO MPHUTOTOBUTH, U OBICTPO, MOKA HE
npocHyJics ee 3amuTHUK. Ho rie ke on? HeyxTo Bce-Taku yexai 0e3 Hee? OT 9TOUM MBICIIH Ha I1a3ax
HABEPHYJIUCh CJIE3bl OOMIIBI M OTOPYEHH S, ¥ OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCXJIMITHYJIA, HO BCE-TAKH HE pacIuia-
KaJiach, HAIIOMHUB cebe, YTO HyKHO MOTOPOIUTHCS, €ClIM X04eT kuTh. M, 31ecy PeppyH Wi HeT,
HY)KHO YTO-TO CIIEIIIHO MPUTOTOBUTH Ha 3aBTPAK U CHOBA OEXarTh.

Brliins Bo 1BOp 3a BOIOM, UyTh HE CHOTKHYJIaCh 00 HEro, MPUBOJIBHO JIEKABIIETO HAa TPaBKe
niepe]] KpblJIGYKOM C 3aKPBHITBIMU I1a3aMu. Bce Tak ke He OTKpbIBas I71a3, OH CEpPAUTO (DBIPKHYI,
MIOBEPHYJICSI HA APYror OOK M CHOBA 3aCHYJI. AMHpeIh ¢ 0ONeryeHreM B3J0XHYJIa, HO TYT e 3a/y-
MaJjack: 4to 310 ¢ HUM? OH 3Xe KyJa-To creni?

JIBUrasicb Kak MOXHO THIIIE, 4TOO eMy He MellaTh, Habpaja B BeApO BOBI, TPUKPbLIA 32 COOOM
IBEpb M OTHPABUIACh Ha KyXHIO. 31ech Bce ObUIO TOYHO TaK, KaK B TOT J€Hb, KOTJa OHA YIIIa Ha
PBIHOK, a TIoraja B 3arpeOyIiue Jjamnsl JopMeHa ABepHa. BOT TONBKO B YyTryHKe CyIl COBEpIIEHHO
BBICOX J1a XJ1e0 pacchinajcs B cepble Kpomku. Ho 3aTo kpyrma, XpaHsiasicsi B TUIOTHO 3aKPBITHIX TJU-
HSIHBIX TOPIIIKaX, COXpaHuiach. [ToHIOXaB ee 1 norpoOoBaB OHY KPYNHUHKY, PEelInia, 4To Ta BIOJIHE
elle MpUroHa.

Pacromnmiia neds, mocraBuiia BapuThes TCTYIO Karry. Bce BOKpyT ObLIO 3HAKOMO, MTPUBBIYHBIE
7iena yCcrioKanBajy, HO OHAa IOHMMAJIa, YTO 371eCh €l OCTaBaThCsl Helb3s1. Ecii He aMuccapsl TailHOTO
CBICKA, TO KTO-HUOY/Ib M3 BUEPAIIHUX Pa300HHUKOB, TPEOOBABIIINX €€ COKKEHUsI, HETPEMEHHO HaBe-
JAI0TCS CIofla CHOBA. YBUJIEB, UTO OHA 371€Ch, BPSAJ JIM OHU OCTaBST €€ B TIOKOE.

Awmmuperns TOTOBWIA €1y, pa3lyMbiBasi, Kak €il yJaomaTh HecropopunBoro deppyHa B3sTh ee
¢ coOoil miaM XOTs Obl TAHO MPOBOMUTH MO XOITOypra. Tam ee B OMHOM U3 CBOMX 3aMKOB MOT
cripsitath rpad, a 371ech e rpo3uT BepHasi cMepTh. IHTepecHo, yOuTh ee MprKasail pa3o3jIeHHbIN ee
no6eroM ToppeH, Wi 3TO pelieHre caMmoro 1aopMeHa Berre?

Eii ectb yero 6osThes. [T1aBa TaliHOTO ChICKA O€3KaJIOCTeH M KOBAapeH, OHA B 9TOM yOeaUIach Ha
coOcTBeHHOI 1IKype. M OH He OCTaHOBUTCS, TIOKa He 100beTCst CBoero. BeTTe siBHO Bo3HaMepuJIcs ee
yOUTb, IyCTh U UY)KUMH PyKaMH, Kak BYepa. Eil jaxe ceromHsIHe, Takoi TUXOW, HOUbIO, YyUIIHCH
YbU-TO KPUKU U JISI3T MEYEH.

— Yro, BBICIaTach? — Ha KyXHI0 Oe3 cTyka 3aien PeppyH Oe3 pyOaliku, ¢ MOKPBIM TOPCOM U
OJMECTAIMMU KarIsIMHA BOJbI HA TJIAJIKOU OeJoi KOXe.

W Ge3 Toro HamyraHHasi peJbIIyIIMMHI HEMPUSATHBIMEI COOBITUSIMU AMUPENb TPOMKO B3BH3T-
HyJIa OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH.
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— Tol x0Th OBl cTyuasicsi! — HETOAYIOIE BHITOBOPHJIA OHA, KOTJA SI3BIK HAYaJl €€ CIIyIaThCsl. —
Bxonute 6e3 cTyka HempUJIMYHO !

— Eme omna nobopHutia atukera! — otopui ee @eppyH, HAPOUUTO CMOPIMBIIHIACS OT €€ BU3Ta,
Kak rnepecyiieHHas ppida. — Hudero st reGe He 10KeH, Th MOsI JkeHa, He 3a0bi1a? C Kakux 3To Mop
MYXbsI JOJDKHBI CTY4aThCsI, KOTJa BXOIAT B KOMHATHI K JKeHaM?

Awmmupens NpUTHXJIA, IS0 HA HEro MUCIyraHHBIMU Ia3aMu. B camom pene, eciu OH BOpPYT
PEIINT OCYIIECTBUTH CBOU 3aKOHHBIE TIpaBa Myka, 4To i aenars? [IoquuHUTCS I IPOTECTOBAThH ?
Benp cornacus Ha 3aMykecTBO OHa He JaBasia?

deppyH B35U1 CBOIO pyOAIlIKy W PUHSLICS €€ HATSATUBATh, IPUTOBAPUBAS IIPU 9TOM, HE TO YCIIO-
KauBasi IEBYIIKY, HE TO U3/IEBASCh:

— He 6oiics, Thl MHE cOBceM He HpaBUIIIbCA. S Ha TeOsT CMOTpIO, OYATO B 3ePKAJIO TJISXKYCh.
[IpotuBHO, OHAKO.

— 4 4t0, Takas HekpacuBasi? — OT OOMIBI AMHUpENIb TYT ke 3a0blIa, YTO HEe XOTesa 32 HEero
3aMyK, 1, TIO)KaB IryObl, OTYErO OHM MPEBPATUIIVCH B Y3€HBKYIO MOJIOCOUKY, 3asiBUjIa: — 5 Bpoae He
ypozka.

— 51 Toxe He ypon. Ho nienoBarbcesi ¢ camum coOoit BOoOIIe-To MpoTuBHO. M Tebe HpaBUTCS
MUJIOBATbCSl CO CBOMM OTPaK€HUEM? — SI3BUTENIbHO nepekocuiicss PeppyH. — Yacto aTuM 3aHuMa-
elIbes?

Ammuperns pacTepsiiach OT €ro CJIOB M He Cpa3y Hallllach, YTO OTBETHUTH, MICKOCA MOIJISIIBIBAS HA
3acTeruBaioniero pyoaxy napHs. Ha ero crpoitHoM Tesne pesibehHO BBIICSUTICH TBEPIbIe MYCKYJIbL.
CMyI1IeHHO OTBe/isl B3IJIsi] B CTOPOHY, BBI3BIBAIOIIIE 3asBUJIA:

— Tsl MHe TOXe He HpaBUIIIbCA. Y TeOst Mep3Kuii xapakTtep. U menoBarscs 51 ¢ ToOoM He coOu-
paroch.

— DTO XOpOIIo, — CHUCXOAUTEIHHO ofo0pui ee perienue PeppyH. — MHe HpaBuTcs. Y Bac
Pa3BOIBI OBIBAIOT?

— Her, — Amupens crano Kak-To He 1o cede.

He ycniena 3amy:x BBIATH, Kak ¢ HeWl yxke pa3BecTUch XoTAT. U mycts deppyH eil He HpaBuiICs
Y JJaXke CTpAIlvI, HO ObITh 3aMY)KHEW KeHIIUHON Ka3aJloch Kak-To Oe3oracHee. MoXeT ObITh, TIO]
ero 3alMToN 10 Hee He JoOepeTcs U AnopMeH Berre, Hu cam koposs? deppyH yxe BceM I0Kazal,
YTO CUJIEH U CMEJL.

— XKanp. Y Hac ObIBAIOT, XOTS 11 STOTO HYXKEH OYeHb BECOMBIH MTOBO]I.

— Kakoii moBoz? — ¢ unrepecom cnpocuiia oHa. — Mamena? A ubsi? Tonbko keHbl? Myska He
cuuraercs?

— He tonpko. Eciu sxeHa cymacienimast uim myx. Hy u BooOriie pasHoe. 1o pelaeT HamecT-
HUK.

— Eaunonnyno? — AMupesb TpeACTaBiia, YTO 32 COOTBETCTBYIOIILYIO M3y JIOOOr0 MOKHO
OOBSBUTH CyMACIIESIINM, U YKACHYJIacCh.

— Her, koneuno. Y Hero MHoro Jiiofei B nogunHenuud. Ho HamecTHUK cambii I1aBHbIA. [TpaBna,
ectb eme CoBeT APHCTOKPATOB, HO OHM COOMpalOTCs peko. M TakMMu Menodamu, Kak pa3BObI
MIPOCTOJIIOIMHOB, HE 3aHMMAIOTCS. XOTS Y Hac eule KapauHail umeercsi. — OH Ha MTHOBEHbE ITpHU3a-
AyMmaJics, a 3aTeM BHe3aItHO paccepanics: — S aTuM HuUKorna He nHTepecoBaics. OTkyna MHe ObUIO
3HaTh, YTO MHE MPUAETCS KEHUTHCSI, YTOO CMACTU KaKyl0-TO AYPOUKY, & TIOTOM C Hel pa3BOIUTHCS?

AmMupenb yIMBUJIO BHYTPeHHEe YCTpoucTBO TepmuHyca, Bo3myienue deppyHa oHa mpory-
CTUJIAa MUMO YIIEH.

— Ectb apuicToKpaThl, €CTh HAMECTHHK, €CTh KapIUHAI, a I1e ke KOpOoib?

— ¥ Hac HeT KOpoJisi, — TOCMOTPEJT OH Ha Hee ¢ HeOI0OPUTENIbHBIM MpHIIypoM. — KoponeBckas
JOVHACTUS MpepBajiack cpasy nocie npuesna B Cepepcrad koponessl Jlycuu. Tel uTo, 3TOrO He 3Ha-
11194
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— 3Hnao. O6 3TOM Bce oOpa3oBaHHbIE JTIOAM 3HAIOT. Ho Heyxenu 1o cux mop He ObLT BIOpaH
HOBBII KOpoJib? Beab CTOBKO J1eT mpoIuio?

deppyH OTBETUIT HEOKUIAHHO CEPbE3HO:

— Br16ops! KOpOIIst BBUIMIIMCH OBl B TPAXAAHCKYIO BOWHY, YTO HEAOMYCTUMO. MbI TIOCTOSIHHO
00OpOHSIEMCSI OT HAIJIBIX COCEJIel, TIOUTH BCE CHIIBI YXOISAT Ha OecKOHeuHble BOWHBI. Ecim eme u
BHYTpEHHHE Pa300pKU MOWAYT, CTPaHbl MOMPOCTY He CTaHeT. ECTh yKasbl MOCIEAHEro KopoJs, 1o
HUM U KUBEM.

Ammuperns BriepBble ¢ YBaKEHHEM B3IJISIHY/IA HA JISTKOMBICJIEHHOTO, HA TIEPBBIN B3IJIsA[, MApHS.
Ona 1 He mpearnonaraja B HeM Takol JajJbHOBUAHOCTU. Ho OH B OIMH MUT pa3pyIInil Bce ee yBaxe-
HUe, 3a5BUB:

— B pasBonmax Bcerna BUHOBATHI KeHBl. DTO y HAX YMa HE XBaTaeT CIIYIIAThCsl CBOMX MYKEH.
My>k4rHBI BOOOIIIE HAMHOTO YMHEe KEeHIIIVH.

Bo3mymieHHas ero 6e3ane/uisiiuoHHOCTIO, AMUPEITh PeIUTENbHO BCTYIUIACH 32 CBOM TION:

— Tl 4TO, COBCEM 3KEHIIMH He Jioouib? Jlake math?

— He 3Hao Hukakoi matepu! — rpyoo otpyow oH. — 51 Bcerga Ovut onuH. [ymarmo, ee y MeHs
MPOCTO HET U He ObUIO HUKOT/IA.

Awmmperns xoTena BO3pa3uTh, YTO MaTepu €CTh y BCEX, HO mepeaymaia. Eciam oH Tak 1uioxo
AymaeT 000 BCEX KEHILMHAX, TO y HETO JOJKHBI OBITh [IIsI STOTO BECKHE MPHUUHBL.

HemHnoro nogymas, oH 100aBWII:

— Mue HpaButcs Tonbko ArHecc. Ona poOpas. Hy u ®enmunus eme HUUero. A octajibHbIe
MPOCTO JIypbl, — OH MHOTO3HAYMTENILHO TIOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee. — Bee, 6e3 UcKITioueHusl.

HeBymika nmokopHo B3n0xHy1a. Hy u nagHo. [lypa Tak aypa, oHa He Bo3paxkaeT. [ 1aBHoe, 94100
OH HE OCTaBWJI €€ 3/1eCh OfIHY.

OT Tl JOHECCS apoMaT HaripeBilel Kaim. PeppyH oBeJaT HOCOM U Harpsrcsl.

— To1 uto-TO cBapua? Ecth X0uy yx)acHo.

Oma nocriemmia K ImTe, MoJAXBaThIIa KOTEJIOK 32 YIIKH Yyepe3 IUIOTHYIO TPSTIKY, BCeria BUCEeB-
IIyI0 BO3JIE TUTUTHI, M TIOCTAaBUJIa €T0 Ha CTOJ Mepe MyXKeM.

— Kamry. KopuuneByio, — oTBeTHIa, TOQHUMAS KPBIIIKY U BBITYCKask 00JIaKo AYIIHCTOrO Mapa.

— UYro 310 emme 3a Kamia takas? — @eppyH 3arsHya B KOTEJIOK U PEeHeOPEKUTEBHO XMBIK-
HyJI: — Y Hac Takylo He BapsT.

— Kama kak kama. Ectb Xo4enib, Bce chelllb. — AMHpeSb TOPOIIMBO Pa3ioxkuia ee Mo IJIONI-
KaM, OOJIBIIIYIO YacTh OTJaB eMy. — BOT TOJIBKO y MeHsI HM Macjia HeT ee coOpuTh, HU Xjeda. [a u
BOOOIIIE U3 e/1bl OOJIbIIIe HIUEro HeT. Bee, uTo Ob110, 3a Mpoleinee BpeMsi WIN CTHUJIO, UK 3aCOXJIO.

— Xne6 y meHs ectb. Kynun HakanyHe. U MsIcO KormueHoe, — OH TIOJIaJT €id CBOU MeIoK. — Pexb
JaBaii, OeIUM U TOeXas, BpeMsl IO KUMAET.

Ortpe3asi KyCKH KpaloXu U YKJIaJbIBasi HA HUX TOJICTBIE IIMATHI Msica, AMUPETb CIIPOCHJIA, Pay-
sICh, YTO HE HYKHO €r0 YIpalirBaTh:

— A dero THI permmi MeHs1 ¢ coboit B3aTh? Ellle Buepa mpoTus ObLIL.

— Briiizienis 3a orpajy, MoiMelllb, — HEMOHSITHO OTBETHJI OH M C alllIETUTOM TPHHSLIICS 3a efly.

Ammupers ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM JI0€J1a Kallly, MMOJ0K/1a/1a, KOra JOeCT OH, U MOMPOCHJa;

— OTOnBUHD, OXKANYICTA, CYHIYK K CTEHE, Y MEHSI CUJI HeT.

— A, TyT y TeOs TalHWK ? — JOraiajicsl OH U CJIerKa TOAITHYJI HOror Kpai cyHayka. [loackouus,
TOT KakK IIIeNKa OTJIEeTeN B CTOPOHY.

— OcropoxHee! — cepauTo KprKHY/I1a AMupens. — B Hem Bce mou Benu!

— W gt0? Cama mpocuia MOABUHYTh, YeM Terepb HemoBosbHA? [laBaii ObicTpee, — PeppyH
OISATh HavaJ 3MUThCs. — M3-3a Te0st 51 1 Ge3 Toro 371ech Ha napy jaHei 3actpsij1! Bananmaenibes moyem
3ps! 4 xmy Tebs Bo 1BOpe, MOTOparuTuBaics!

[Nonnmasi, 4TO €ro He mepecrnopuTbh, AMUpENIb, BCTAB HAa YETBEPEHBKH, NPUMOIHSIIA Kpaii
JOCKH M BBHITAIIWJIa YBECUCTBIN Komesb. [logBs3ana ero Ha mosic, CHOBa Hajeja MYKCKHE IITaHbI,
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HATSHYB MOBEPX MIMPOKYIO I00KY, YTOO HUKTO HE YIPEKHYJ ee B HapymeHuHn ycroeB CeBepcraHa,
HAKHMHYJA TUIAI, B3sJIa PUTOTOBJIEHHBIN €Ille B MPOIILIOM IOy MEIIOK C CaMbIMUA HEOOXOAUMBIMHU
BEIIaMH.

C coxajneHneM IMocMOTpesia Ha M3Pe3aHHble KEM-TO CarlorH, W3-3a Yero MpHIUIOCh HAJeTh
KOpPOTKHME OallMayky, HEe CMIIIKOM YIOOHBIE JJIsl €3[bI BEPXOM, BBIIILIA HA KPBUIEUKO M COOOITHIA
paccMaTpHBaIOIIEMy TPaBKY MYXY:

— 4 roroBa!

®eppyH momien BOepes, YTO-TO JOBOJIBHO HACBUCTBIBAsA. Tallla TSKEJBI MELOK, AMUpEIb
CBEpJIJIA €T0 CEPAMTHIM B3IISIIOM, HAJesICh, UTO OH AOTagaeTcs B3sTh Y Hee MOKJIaKY, HO OH U He
TMOJIyMaJl TIOBEPHYThCS.

Hanerke npo6exaB /10 KaJUTKH, 3BOHKO MPUCBUCTHYI. Arde TyT ke mopdexana K HeMy U
TKHYJIACh MOPJIOH B ero rie4o. OH HeOpeKHO MOTpernal ee 1Mo XOJIKe, MATOM 3aCe/JIall U MOTOPOTHT
Amupeib:

— He 3anepxuBail MeHs1, maraii OpicTpee.

HeBymika obuzenack. Bot Beab Oe3ayiHbIi! 3HaeT, 9To OHA ¢1ada, Kak HOBOPOXKICHHBIN 3aii-
YOHOK, U eIlle MOIPEKaeT.

OH BbIBeJ1 KOOBUIKY 3 Orpajly ¥ TOTYAC Ha Hee BCKOUMJI. AMUpeEIb MOAOIUIA K HEMY, OH MTPo-
TSHYJI PYKY U PBIBKOM Tocaaui Briepeau ceds. IToknaxa 4yTh He BHIBEPHYIA €i pyKy, HO OHa Clie-
nuia 3yObl, U He ymast KaJoBaThCs.

VBecucTsiii Meliok O @eppyHa 1o HoraM, ¥ OH Pa3ipakeHHO CIPOCHIT:

— A dero % Thl Bce OapaxJio u3 1oMa He B3suia? [locrecHsuiach?

OHa u3My4eHHO npuKpbUia m1a3a. Jda oH npocto Tynoil ckanaamuct! Tonbko UM HpaBUTCS
MIPUANPATHCS KO BCSIKOM Mesiour. BrioHe Mor Obl MpUBSI3aTh €ro c3a¢ Ha CeIJI0 U eXaTh CIIOKOMHO.
[Nomxkana ryosl, MeITasiCh YCIIOKOUTHLCS, U TYT K€ B3IPOTHYJIa OT I'yjia BO3MYIIIEHHBIX TOJOCOB.

Hcnyranno otkpeuia riasa. [lepes HUMU CTOSIIM KUTENIU TOCaAa, TO BO3MYIIEHHO KpUya U
TpeOysl CIIPaBEIMBOCTH, TO KAJOCTIMBO MPHUYUTASI.

deppyH HarpaBII JIOMIAIb MPSIMO HA JIOJEH, Mpeaynpeskaatolie cBUCTs. Te OpicTpo pa3bexa-
JIMCh, OCBOOOK/1asI IOPOTY, U AMHUPEIIb C COIPOTaHUEM YBH IeNla 00e3ITIaBIeHHBIE TPYIIHI.

— Y10 310? — cnipocuiia, 4yTh He JIMIIMBIIACH CO3HAHUSI.

— A 3TO Te, KTO XOTeJ Halled cMepTu. 310poBo, aa? — deppyH ropaeivBo MpoBesl pyKon
BOKPYT, SIBHO KPacysChb.

CrplaBInme TY CI0Ba JIIOAW OTOIUH ellle Tofasibiie. [IoBepHyBIIMCh K HUIM, OH YT POKAIOIIE
OOBSIBILL:

— Iepenaiite 3TOMYy CBOEMY IJIaBe KaKOro-TO ChICKA, YTO TakK OyJeT CO BCEMH, KTO B3IyMaeT
HaM BpeauTh. M MHe ruieBath, Oy/b TO I1aBa Yero-To TaM, repLor WK caM Koposb! Kaxaplii momyduT
csoe!

On xuionnyn Arde no 1iee, U Ta JIerko NoHecsach Brepel. [lepeckounia yepe3 MomnasIIyio
el Ha JIopore JIECHHY, BBIHYAUB AMUPEIh TUIOTHEE MPHKAThCS K CHEBIIEMY KaK BIMTOMY B ceijie
MApHIO, U OT OXBATHBIIEH ee CTa00CTH MOJIOKUTh TOJIOBY €My Ha I1JIedO.

— Onsatp Tebe wioxo? — ero pazgpaxana ee 3a0MHTOBaHHAsS rojioBa. — Yero Thl KBeJas-TO
takasi? C yTpa e OblIO momyurie?

— Xotena Obl 51 Ha TeOs1 MOCMOTPETh, Koraa Tede JaayT MO TOJNOBe, U ThI TIOUTH JIeHb Oy/ellb
UCTEeKaTh KPOBBbIO! — AMHUpEJb C BBI30BOM YCTPOMJIACh Ha HEM Moyno0Hee 1 3aKpbuia I71a3a.

deppyH HIUETO HEe OTBETHUII, TOJBKO CBEJI B OJHY JIMHHIO YTOJIBHO-YepHble OpoBU. Ero Momua-
HHE TIOPaI0BaJio AMHUpEIb, €l He XOTEIOCh C HUM CCOPHUTBCS.

— A Kak Tbl y3HaJI, YTO 3TH JIIOAU, — OHA C TPYJAOM CIJIOTHYJIA, BCTIOMHUB 3aJIUThIe KPOBBIO
OEe3roJIoBLIE TeJIA, — IUIU K HaM?

— OHu 3TOTO M HE CKpbIBaJK. PasroBaprBaiy Tak TPOMKO, YTO MX W MOKOMHUK OBl YCIIBIIIAL.
WX oTripaBui1 Kakoi-TO J1JOPMEH.
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— DnpopMeH Berre, m1aBa TallHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CBICKA, — C COAPOraHUEM YTOUHMIIA OHA. —
CrpalliHbiii YeJIoBeK.

— Taitnbli ceick? 0 UTO erie 3a 3Beph? — PeppyH naxe cen popHee. — Heckonbko pa3 1o
Ha3BaHME CJIBIIIAN, HO YTO TaKOe, HE 3HAIO.

— B TBOEI cTpaHe HeT Takoro?

— He cnpiman Hukoraa.

— A KTO TOrja Ha3upaeT 3a MopsiAKomM?

— HamecTHUK M CcTpaskHUKU. A y Bac 3a MOPSAJKOM CJIEAUT 3TOT CaMblil TalHBII cbick? W utO
e OH Jienaer?

— DMHuCccapbl TAHOTO ChICKA BBIJIABJIMBAIOT TEX, KTO HEJOBOJIEH KOPOJIEM U ero 3akoHamu. Hy
U nenuTeNnbHUI Toxke. CTPaKHUKU Y HAaC TOXKE €CTh, 3TO OHU CIEAAT 3a MOPSIKOM B CTPaHe.

Memok cHoBa ypapwi PeppyHa 1o HOre, OH BbIpYTraJics.

— MoxeT ObITh, CTOUT TIPUBSI3aTh €r0 c3aau? — Olaropa3yMHO Mpeiokumia AMupesb. — Tak
OyzeT ynooHee.

Oma sx1a71a BOJTHBI BO3MYILICHHSI, HO TIApeHb OCTAaHOBHJI KOOBUIKY, CIIPBITHYJ U OBICTPO TIPH-
BsI3aJ1 MEIIOK TM033/I1 ceyla Ha Kpyrne. AMHpeSb kKJIajla ero, BUEMUBIINCh 00eMMU PyKaMH B TPUBY
nomaay, 6osich yractb. Ta HEIOBOIBHO NepeOrpaia KOMbITaMu U (hbIpKaa, MOJ03PUTENBHO KOCS Ha
AEBYIIKY JIMJIOBBIM I71a30M, SIBHO HE JIOBEpsisi HEOTIBITHOW HAae3HUIIE.

3anpeirnyB o0paTHo, PeppyH OTIENII PyKH JEBYIIKM OT IPUBbI M JJACKOBO TOXJonan Arge
IO XOJIKE.

— He obparait Ha Hee BHUMaHUs1, MOs KpacaBuIia. Yero Bo3bMellb ¢ OECTOIKOBBIX AEBUIL?

— A Jomangp, MeXIy MpoOYrM, TOXe KEHCKOTO PO, Kak U s1! — MCTUTENIBHO 3aMeTHIa AMU-
peiib. — 3HaUMT, O-TBOEMY, TOXKE Aypa.

— XKuBoTHBIE TypakaMu ObITh HE MOTYT, — Pa3yMHO MONPABIJI OH ee. — OHM KUBYT MHCTUHK-
TaMH, a He MO3raMH, KOTOPHIX y TeOsI sIBHO He XBaTaeT. Arde BooOIe yMHUIA! — U XJIaAHOKPOBHO
rocas Jomaap Blepel.

Ta ¢ xomy pBaHyna B Kapbep, OyATO MCTS 32 BO3BEJICHHYIO HA Hee HallpaciuHy. AMUpEb,
OO0JIE3HEHHO OXHYB OT BCTPSICKH, OblIa CHOBA BBIHYXJEHA TUIOTHO Tprkathes K PeppyHy, odeccr-
JIEHHO TIOJIOUB TOJIOBY Ha €ro 1uiedo. OH TOCKJIMBO B3[J0XHYJI, HO HE BO3Pa3UJI.

Arde ckakaya ObICTpO, HO XO[ Y Hee ObUT Ha PEeAKOCTh IJIaBHBIM, 1 AMHUPEb, HEMHOTO OCBO-
MBIIIKCh, CIPOCHJIA TO, YTO €€ IaBHO MHTPUTOBAJIO:

— W3 TepmuHyca K HaM HUKTO HE TIPUXOIMI YK€ TaBHBIM-JIaBHO, HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIeT. A Kak
ThI pouen cioga? U ¢ kem?

[MpucranbHO OrIIsABIBAs IOPOTY U OKPECTHOCTU B MOUCKAaX BO3MOKHOM 3acaibl, PeppyH Tem
HE MeHee OTBETWJI TIOIPOOHO:

— Kak u ObU10 HauepyeHo B CTApUHHOMW KapTe, MPOIUIA MbI O TOpoH, 1o TyHHemo. Ho oH
ObLT 3aBAJICH CTapbiM 3eMJIETPSICEHUEM, 3aBaJIbl IIPUIIUIOCH Pa30MpaTh, IOTOMY MbI M 33/I€PXKaJUCh
Ha nosrozia. [ToBesno, Ham MecTHbIE KUTETH TIOMOTIU C TOM CTOPOHBI TOPBI, HE TO MbI POBO3UJIHChH
OBl ellie HeBeCTh CKOJIBKO. A mpwuinel 51 ¢ CUIbBEpOM U elie C MAThio BonHaMu. OHU OCTAJIHCh KJIaTh
BO3JIE TYHHEJIs, 51 OTIIPABUIICS B CTOJIMILY, & HATKHYJICS Ha TeOs.

— A kt0 Takor CuiibBep? — AMHpesib HUKOT/Ia He CIIbIIAjIa TAKUX UMEH, TOSTOMY MPOroBOpHIIa
ero ¢ onackoil. Moxer ObITh, 9TO ¥ He MMs BoBce? A ob6o3HaueHue KosmyHa? Vmu tutyn?

Haxwmypusiuce, eppyH oTpyout:

— Cunbiep — 310 Cusbeep. ChiH Harlero HamectHuka. [lotomy n komaHayeT NOCTOsIHHO! — U
HaJMEHHO 3aMOJT4al, BCKUHYB MOA00POIOK.

[Nouss, uto PeppyH He XOUYET rOBOPUTH O 3arafgouHom CusibBepe, AMUpPEIb MOMPOCHIA:

— Pacckaxu MHe 0 TepmuHyce. B HallmMx JIETONUCAX O HEM CJIMIIKOM CTapble cBelieHus. Yro
TaMm Jesaercs ceiyac?
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Omna He gymasa, 4TO OH BBITIOHUT €€ MPOCchOy, HO OH BIIPYT MPUHSJICS PacCKa3bIBaTh O CBOEH
CTpaHe, O TSKeJIOH BOIHE, KOTOPYIO BeleT TepMHuHyC, 0 HAMECTHUKE U €ro CHIHOBbsIX. M co cTpaHHOM
IJTs1 HETO HEeXKHOCTBIO — 00 ArHecc, KoTopasi cyMmesna yoearhb OT 3aKOJI0BaHHOTO KaMHsI, ITPaBAa, C
ero, deppyHa, TOMOUIBIO.

— A e ceiiyac 3TOT KaMeHb? — C TPENeTOM CIPOCHIa y Hero AMHUpesib, IOTaIbIBasICh, YTO 3TO
TaKOW ke OCKOJIOK, UTO U Y Hee.

DdeppyH B3JOXHYJIL.

— He 3nat0. MoxeT ObITh, Cropesn Mpu mnoxape, a MOxeT, 1 HeT. HUKTo He 3HaeT, 4To ¢ HUM
crajo.

— Kak xanp! — AMupenp xotena ObUIO paccKa3aTh eMy O CBOEM, HO U3HYTPH IPHUIILIA TPOTHU-
BAIIAsICS STOMY BOJIHA, M OHA pa3apa)eHHo cxaiia ryosl. CKosb 10Iro OyJeT MpooKaThCsl TOMBI-
KaHUe el0 Oe3AyIHBIM KaMHeM?

— Ia. ’Kab, — BrepBbie COTIACHIICS OH C Heil. — MOXeT ObITh, C HUM MBI CMOTJIM OBl BHIUTPATh
9Ty Oe3HaJIe)KHYIO BOMHY.

— A Kax OH BHIISIUT? — AMHpeSb pelmia yOeIuThCsl, YTO TOBOPUT OH TOYHO PO KAMEHb 13
KOPOHbI TEPMUHCKUX KOPOJIEH.

— Kpachuiii, naxe kpoBaBbiii. OH noguuHsiet cede moment. C ero nomorripio rpag Konrtpapuo,
y KOTOPOTO s KuJI, Aenain cebe paboB. OHM mocie puTyaia He MPEeKOCIOBUIM eMy HU B ueM. Ho u
rpad, Kak ropopusia enuims, Toxe MOoANal Mo BIacTh KOJIOBCKOTO KaMHs M TOBHMHOBaJICs emy. Ho
BEPUTD JIU B TO, YTO rpad CTal TaKUM M3-3a KaMHS, He 3Hal0, OH Bcera ObLT HeJOOPHIM YETIOBEKOM.
['oBopwTH, KOT/Ia-TO OH OBLI BITI0OIEH B PEeNUIMIo, a OHA B HETO, TaK YTO OECTIPUCTPACTHON OHA OBITH
HE MOXeT.

Amupens noexwiack. I'pad nonnan nox BiaacTh KaMHs M MoBUHOBavIcs: emy? Heyxkro u ee
KJET Takas ke HezaBHIHast ydacTh? Hemapom ke OHa cTasia OCTymnarh Tak, Kak HUKOTJA Mpexe?
W npotrBUTHCA aMyJIeTy OHa He MOXeT. B mymny 3akpasnach naHuka.

— W xakumM oH cTan? — cnpocuiia, CTpamniach CaMoro Xyamiero.

— 3JIBIM U KeCTOKUM, — pe3Kko oTBeTvi PeppyH u Hanpsrcs. — [IpaBaa, oH u 10 KamHs Onaro-
HpaBueM He oTnvascs. Ho ¢ KaMHeM OH JKMBbeM Opocall JIIofiel B KOJIOZIEI] B CBOEM 3aMKe, KpbIcam
Ha cbesieHre. S 310 Buaen ceoumH rnazamu. Ho Oput civmkom main, ytoOsl BMemmarhbesi. Ceftuac Obl
sI €My 9TOTrO He TIO3BOIMJI. A TOrJa HUYEro M3MeHUTh He MOT, ]a U He ThITasics. B Ty mopy s rpada
KonTpapmo usberai.

JleByIiIka UCITyraHHO OXHYJIa, Ha JIOY OT CTpaxa MosBIJIACh JIMNKas ucrnapuna. Kak xe el n3oa-
BUTHCS OT 3J10fIefickoro kaMHsi? OHa ke MPeBpaTUTCs B 3JI00HOE TyHOBHIIE !

Ho nouemy Tornga koposesa Jlycust He crana 3nozeiikoi? [Toromy uto Oblia 3aKOHHOM Biajie-
nvtedt amyneta? Ho Beib OH caM BeIOpast ee, AMUpeib, caM, OHA TIPO HEero Jaxe U He aymaal

deppyH TBepoO# pyKOH MpuAepXkal ee BO BpeMs NpblkKa Arde uepe3 OYepeanyio JyxKy, U
Ammpesb BCIOMHMJIA O CAMOM BaKHOM:

— Twt npuexain 3a nomorpio? Ho kakoit? Xouernbs nonpocuts Haiero koposst Toppena Ilep-
BOTO MOCJaTh ¢ TOOOH Bokicka? Ho yem BbI Oyzete ¢ HUM pacruiauuBarbesi? 3omotom? WMmm gparo-
LEHHOCTSIMU ?

— Boo0me-to MHe HyxkeH CeKyH0, BTOPOW OCKOJIOK Maru4ecKoro KaMHsI U3 KOPOHbI HAIITMX
Koposiel, — HeOpexxHO npusHaics ®eppyH. — OH gomkeH ObiTh BO ABopiie. Ho, ecim Koposb Takoit
pacyeTIMBBIf, OH MHE ero MOXeT W He JaTh. Y Bac KOpOJIb 4TO, kaaHbli? — PeppyH Ope3rimBo
nomMopuics. [[jist Hero camoro AeHbI'M HUKAKOTO 3HAYEHUS HE MMEJH.

CexyH[10 Ha TpyAr AMUpeIb YyTh HArpesics, 3ampelnias ToBOpUTh o cede. B3noxHyB, OHa MoKo-
pusIach, Kak 0OBIYHO.

— Koponb oueHs. .. — OHa moMeasnia, He 3Hasl, Kak 0003HauMTh CBOE OTHOIIEHHe K Toppeny.
W pemmna caenats 310 oqHUM ciioBoM: — OH mipocto kKopoitb. Kopons CeBepcrana.
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— U 4to, THI XOpOIIO0 ero 3Haelb? — co cMermkoM cripoct Peppyn. OH ObLT yBepeH, YTO OHa
BHJIE/Ia KOPOJIS B JIYYIIEM CTyyae Ha MOHETax.

Ho on omm6ces. KopoTko B3I0XHYB, OHA IPU3HANIACH:

— ToppeHn xoten cenath MeHs1 CBOeH JIIOOOBHHULIEH, HO 51 OT Hero coexara.
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I'1aBa Tperbst

310 OBUT IIOK !

Ot HeoxuganHoctn PeppyH 3akallUIsUICS, MAIIMHAJIBHO HATSHYB IOBOIbs, OTYero Ardge
TMIOMBITAJIaCh BCTATh Ha JIBIOBI. AMUpPEb JakKe 3aropAaniack ObLIo cOOO0M, HO Oblia OBICTPO MPHUBEICHA
B YyBCTBO IJTyMJIMBBIM:

— Toi? Koponesckas mo6oBauia? [la Ha 1edst cMotpeTh-To ipotuBHO! Koxa na koctu! Bperib
bl Bce! — VI deppyH criecuBo 3apal HOC, IOKa3blBasi, YTO HE BEPUT €l HU Ha T'POILL.

TepneHre AMupesb JIOMHYJIO.

— A Hy OCTaHOBH JIOLIa/b! — MpHKa3aia OHa.

Arde TyT ke ocTaHOBMJIACh KaK BKOIaHHAs.

— 3710 ewte uTo Takoe? — PeppyH ObUT BO3MYILEH TAKMM CBOEBOJIMEM HOBOSIBIIEHHOM CYIPYTH. —
Kaxkoro npsiBona Tl KOMaH Iyelb Moel Koobutoii? Arde, Briepen!

Ho ta nums npsia ymamu, ynpsMo cTosi Ha Mecte. AMHpelib, CTapaTesIbHO COCpeJoTOovach,
OTYero rojioBa 3adoJena eie ChibHee, MPeICTaBMIIa CBOI0 Kaypylo Jomaaky. MBICJIEHHO Mo3Basia
ee, Ha/lesiCh, YTO Ta YCIBIIHUT U NpuOexkut. OHa mepecsiieT Ha Hee U CMOKET M30aBHUThCS OT TaK
JOCTABLIETO €€ ICEeBJOMYKEHbKA.

— ThI pemmia nenkom 3a MHOM OeskaTh? — eXUAHO OMHTEpecoBasICs BPEeAHBIN napeHs. — Tak
oeru, s1 He mpoTuB. [locMoTpuM, Kak Thl 6erate ymeenib. Ho yury, 31eck BOIKM BOgATCs. XOTs ceituac
JIeT0, OHU chiThle. He 1ymalto, 4To OHM mo3apsATcs Ha TBOU KOCTH.

Heyika onomHuiIacek. Her, el Henb3s Tak pearrpoBaTh Ha cioBa PeppyHa. Takoe 4yyBCTBO,
YTO OH €e Ha MPOYHOCTh npoBepsieT. Kak pedeHok ponurteneil. OHa BUAENa Takoe B CBOEH ceMbe.
BriBaso, KTo-HUOYIb U3 JOPOCIIMX JI0 )KEHUXOBCTBA OpaTheB MbITAJICS OTCTOSATh CBOE JKEJIAHHE IOT'y-
JISITh BEUEPOM MOJIOMBILE, HO POJUTENM UM CIYCKY He JaBaid. [la u crapiuvM AeTsM JOCTaTOYHO
OBLIO OTBETHTH MJIAJIIIM TIOCTPOXKE, YTOOBI KallPU3bl KOHYAJIUCh.

Bor u Tyt Tak xe. HaBepHsika nemoOumbiii ®eppyHom CunbBep He JaBal TOMY pacHosi-
ChIBaThCsl, OTCIO[A Y HUX U OeckOHeuHble npepekaHus. Eil Hy)KHO eMy He NOTakaTb, a OTBEYaTh
MOCTPO:XE, YTOO yBaxkaJ, TOJbKO U BCETO.

— Tb1 HecHOceH! — cepauTO cKka3ana oHa eMy. — IIpocTo xBacTyH u ckanzanuct. Ha B3pocioro
yeJioBeKa BOBCE He MOXOXK. JIUTATKO Kakoe-To OajJloBaHHOE, a He MmapeHb. [1opoTh B cBoe BpeMsl Tebs
HEKOMY ObUIO, IOTOMY Thl ¥ BBIPOC HECHOCHBIN TaKOH.

OH 1yT *Xe Hagyics.

— Thl Takas xe 3aHynHas, kak U Cusbeep. Ha Hero Toxe He yronuis. Bee emy He Tak. JlaaHo,
NoeXaJiy JaJiblie.

Amupens mouyyBcTBOBasa ceOsi modeautenbHuLed. A uro? [lycte MasieHbKasi, HO mooOesa.
CrnieBa pa3naioch MpU3bIBHOE PikaHKe, U Ha IOPOTY BbIOekasla yrHaHHas elo Jomaaka. OHa Kak Obuia
TOJ1 CE/IJIOM, TaK U OCTaIach.

— 3710 uTO, TBOsA? — PeppyH MOMaHMI Jomaap naasiueM. — M He cToiaHo Te6e? OHa CKOIBKO
BpeMeHu nof cejioM xoauT? Cornpena, HeOOCh, BCS.

— 51 He BUHOBATa, YTO MHE IO rOJIOBE CTYKHY/IU! — AMUpesb 00K1Ies]T He3aCyKEeHHbIA YKOp. —
Ha Houb 51 ee Bcerga myckaja nacTuch 6e3 ceyia.

— INoepems Ha Hell? — PeppyH He ymyckan ciaydas s KaBep3, mycTh U Mekux. Ilycts sta
JIEBUIIA 3HAET CBOE MECTO U HE MBITAETCS €r0 YUMTh.

Awmmperns roprenuBo cpbirayna ¢ Ardge. ['onoBa TyT ke 3akpysxuiack. [Ipeonornesas cinabocTs,
OHa C TPY/IOM B3IpOMO3/IMJIaCh Ha ITPUCBOEHHYIO JIOIIA/Ib U [T0eXasla BIepes, yke MOHUMasi, 4To nepe-
OLIEHMJIa CBOU cuJibl. PeppyH TPOHYJICS 3a HEW, IPEKPACHO 3Hasl, KaK OHA ce0s1 YyBCTBYET, U C HEKO-
TOPBIM 3JI0PaJICTBOM YCMEXasCh.
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Cuziets BepxoM 0e3 MOAJeP:KKU OKa3aJIoCh A1l AMHUpENTb HETIOCHIIBHO, MyTh Tiepe]] I1a3aMu
paspacranach, rpo3si MorIOTUTh BCe BOKPYT. B Kakoil MOMEHT moTepsijla CO3HaHWe, He 3aMeTHsIa
cama. ExaBmmii mo3aau ®eppyH, yBUIEB, UTO OHA OIMACHO 3aKaydasiach, HampaBmwl Arde nodmmke u
BOBpEMSI TTOJXBATUII )KeHY, CHOBA TOCA/IUB Tiepes] COOOM.

Crierka moxJionaJ 1o mekam, MpuBojs B co3HaHWe. EBa oHa OTKpblTa HEMOHUMAIOIIHE TJ1a3a,
SITOBUTO 3aMETHIL:

— Yro, nodopapidaunnace? Eciu 6 s He ycrnen TeOs moiMaTh, Thl Obl HABEpHYJIaCh MyCTOM
rojioBeHKoi BHM3. Kak THl qymMaeriib, 4to Obl Iocjie 3Toro ¢ To060i crano? XoTs sl BOBCE He MPOTUB
OKazaTbCsl BIOBLIOM. HUKOMY HUYEro He JIOJKE€H, HUKTO HEe BOCIUTHIBAET U HUYETo He TpeOyeT. —
CmbIC ero ¢/10B ObLT HEMPUSTEH, HO TOBOPHJI OH MSATKO, C COUYBCTBHUEM, M Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH ITPOCTO
KYPUT HECMBIIIJICHOE YaIyIIIKO.

Ammupens TSKKO B3JJOXHY/Ia M CHOBA YJIOXWJIa TOJIOBY €My Ha Tuiedo. Bce-Taku oH coBceM He
TaKOW BPEIHBIN, KaKk KaxeTcsl. BoT u Teneps n30aBwi1 ee oT OoNbIINX HenpusATHOCTer. HyXHO ObITh
C HUM TeprievBee U He TEeTUISTHCS K KaKI0OMY €ro CJIOBY.

[NokaunBasich MOJ MEPHYIO PHICh, JJIs1 BEPHOCTH OOHsIIA €r0 3a TAJMIO U OT C1abOCTH, OXBa-
THBIIIEW BCE TeJIO, TYT Xke 3acHyna. Co CTOPOHBI OHM Ka3aJIMCh HE B COCTOSIHUM OTOPBATHCS IPYT OT
apyra BmoOIeHHON napoukoid. PeppyH cujiell ¢ HETPOHUIIAEMBIM BUIOM, W TIOHSTh, HDABUTCS €My
5TO WK HET, ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO.

[NepenoxHyTh peliai Ha OCTOSJIOM JIBOPE, TOM CaMOM, I7ie B OIHY U3 MPEAbIAYIIIX HOUeH
OCTaHaBJIMBalach eaymas B ABepHOypr Amupenb. Ha ceii pa3 JeHbrM 3aruiaTuTh 3a OCTOM y Hee
obun. CTparach CKaHJAJIOB M3-3a BCIIBUILYMBOIO HOPOBA CITyTHHKA, OHA IOTpeOoBasa MoaaTh YKIUH
3a JIOIIATOM MePeropoKo, OTTOPAKUBAIOIIEH YTOIOK OOIIEro 3aja.

W3-3a 3T0i1 meperopoiku OHU U He 3aMETHIIM JIopMeHa BeTrTe, Tparne3HnyJaloIero ¢ ocrar-
KaMH CBOEro OTpsijia B MasioM 3ajie. OH TOPONWJICS B CTOJIUILY C JOKJIAJ0M KOPOJIIO O MPOUCIIECTBUM
B ABepHOypre u cuien y okHa, korjaa ®eppyH npuBe3 AMUpEb.

VX HexHble 0O0BATHS Pa303MIM TJIABY TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO chicKa. [Jsiast Ha OnegHoe
JIMYMKO JIEBYIIIKM, OH MBICJIEHHO MTOOOEIIAI:

— T OueHb CKOpPO CTaHeIIb BIOBOM, oporas. Eciu He ymperlis nepBoi.

OH nyKaBWJI, ¥ CaM 3TO IOHUMAaJI. YOUTD ee MPU TaKOM OXPaHHHUKE Heuero ObUIO U THITAThCS.
KoneuHo, MOKHO ObLIO HAamacTh Ha MapHs celvac, HO OH OKa3aJiCsl HACTOSIIMM BOMHOM, TTOOBIBAB-
IIIUM HE B OIHOM CPaXXE€HUH U HEMPEMEHHO Aajl Obl OTIIOP, TIOCJIe KOTOPOTO OT ero U Oe3 TOro OroJo-
BMHEHHOTO OTpsiia Majio Obl YTO OCTAJIOCh. DIIAOPMEH C TOPEYbI0 B TOM YOeIuICs, YBUIAB MOrHo-
IIMX B T0Ca/Ie CTPAKHUKOB BO IIaBe C APCTOM, PAaCKPOSHHBIM CBEPXY JOHHM3Y OJJHUM HEBEPOSTHBIM
yZapoM.

[MocmoTpen Ha CBOMX JTI0[e, MpauHO YTKHYBILIHUXCS B TapeJaKy. BunenHoe B ocaze nmotpsicio
Bcex. Kaxaplii ;ymas, 4to Ha MecTe JIIoO0ro U3 00e3rIaBIeHHbIX COCITYKUBIEB MOT ObITh OH.

Hy:xHo crienHo npexynpeanTs KOposisi O IOSIBJIEHUH B CTPaHe OMACcHOro rociaHna Tepmunyca,
3a7iepKuBaThCcsl Henb3sl. Hackopo nepekycuB, BeTte man cTpakHUKaM 3HAK YXOOUTh, CEl B Kapery,
3aJIepHyII IITOPBI 1 JIeT Ha CHJEHbE, HAMepeBasiCh XOTb HEMHOTO B3JPEMHYTh.

OH 6e3MATeXHO 3aapemMall, YKauMBaeMblii Ha MATKUX TMOAYIIKAaX, KOrJa pa3falcs yrpoxaio-
il Bouuid BoM. VcryranHsie JIoIaqu ToTyac noHecau. Kapery 3aMoTao u3 CTOpoHbI B CTOPOHY,
¥ IJ1aBa TAHOTO CHICKA €/1Ba YCIeN YIETUThCS 32 PeMeHb, CBUCAIOIIUI CO CTEHBI, YTOO HEe CBAJIUThCS
Ha non1. C TpynoM nogHsiicst ¥ cest. OTOABUHYJI IITOPKY, BHIIJISTHY/I HAPYXKY M UCITYTaHHO BCKPUKHYT,
4yepTsi B BO3yXe JpOXKalleil pyKoi 0OOpOHUTENIbHbIE 3HAKH.

Io omymike jieca BAOIb JOPOTH TEMHBIMHU MATHAMH HECJIACh BOJYbS CTasl, CBEPKasi B TEMHOTE
ocdopectmpyiomyMu 3e1eHbIMU IJIa3aMu. DIF0OPMeH pactepsuics. Yto oHu 311ech aenat? Ceituac
Jeto, He 3uma. OHM He JOJIKHBI HallagaTh Ha Jonei!
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Ho Bonku otHioAp He mytuu! [IBoe U3 HUX MOACKOYWIU K Jiomaau bpesa. Jlomans 3akpyTu-
Jlach Ha MeCTe, CTapasiCh JIATHYTh 3aXOMBIIETO K Hel cOOKY BOJIKa. Bpe3 BhITAlMI Med, MBITAsCh
O0OOPOHSTHCS, HO BTOPOU BOJIK, KPYITHBIN, MaTePhIi, TSKEJO MPBITHYJI Ha HETO M BHIIIMO U3 celyia.

Ha rnaszax BerTe BOJIK OIHUM PBIBKOM pa3opall TopJio ynaBIlero. bpes cyaopokHoO B3MaxHYI
PYKaMH U 3aCTbUT HABEKH.

Kapera nponeciacb MUMO, U IJlaBa TalHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA OTKMHYJICSI Ha MOLYUIKY,
MEJIKO JIpOXa.

— He ocranaBnuBarscsi! He ocranaBnuBaThesi! — HAIpbIBHO BOITUII KTO-TO. — Hac ciaceT Tonbko
ckopoctb! ['onute somaneii!

Kapera B okpyKeHUM BOOPYKEHHBIX BCAIHUKOB MYaJIach JaJIbIIIe, TO U JIEJI0 PUCKYS MOTEPSITh
KOJIECO Ha OYepeHOM yxaOe U nepeBepHyThcs. Ha Takol cKOpocTH Hedero ObUIO Ha/IesiThCsl HU Ha
JIyK, HA Ha apOajieThl — Ha TIOJTHOM XOJy [ ellieé B TEMHOTE MONAacTh CTPEJIoN MM OOJITOM B MUaB-
IIErocs CJIEJJOM BOJIKA HE CMOT ObI HUKTO.

DNJ0PMEH MMOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPEJI Ha JOPOTY B 3a/IHEE OKOILIKO KapeThl. 3a HUM €XaJjlo Tpoe
BCA/IHMKOB U3 ueTblpex. MesbkHya cepas, elBa BUAMMasi B CyMpayHOM CBETE JIyHbI T€Hb, U BCA-
HUKOB OCTaJIOCh JIBOE.

Yro 310? Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO BOJIKHU 32 YTO-TO MCTAT KOHKpeTHbIM JojisiM. Ho 3a uto? Yto onun
cresiaiy BojikaM? BeTte BCHOMHMII O IEBYIIKE C KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBBIO U MPUJIOKUI PYKY K Tropiy,
OyIITO criacasich OT OCTPBIX BOTUBUX 3yOOB.

Hey:xTo 310 OHa HaTpaBua Ha HUX BOJIKOB? BoJblile Takoe He MoJ CUJTy HUKOMY. XOTsl, 4TO
OH 3HAE€T O CMHEIJIa30M BOWHE, XJIQJJHOKPOBHO OTIIPaBMBILIEM Ha TOT CBET OJIHUM YAApOM CEMEpBIX
3aKaJIeHHbIX BOMHOB? Eciiv OH TOe MCTUHHOI KOPOJIEBCKON KPOBH, TO €MY BIIOJIHE IO/ CUITY CIIpa-
BUTBCSI HE TOJIBKO C JIIOIbMU, HO U C BOJIKAMHU.

Torna moruOHYT Bce, KOro ApCT OTITPABIISUI B 3acay Ha AMUpEb. DIJOPMEH MOIJa, He Mpo-
M3HOCS HU 3BYKa, HaOMIOAN 3a TeM, 4To Jienaercsi Ha fopore. Koraa cripaBa ynaj nocieiHui 4eso-
BEK M3 TeX, KTO ObUI B 3aCajie B IOMHUKE KOJIYHbH, a BOJIKH, KaK 110 KOMaH/Ie, [IOBEPHYJIU U CKPbLIHCH
B JIeCy, TIOHSJI, YTO OXOTa Ha JIIOAEW 3aKOHYMIIAC.

PannuM yTpom norpernaHHast KapeTa IJlaBbl TAWHOTO ChICKA BbeXajla B CTOJIMILY B COIPOBOX-
JEHUM BCEr0 TPOUX U3MYUYEHHBIX BEPXOBBIX, HE CUMTAsl Kyuepa Ha KO3Jax.

CrTpaxHMKM, BCTPEUYaBIIME MX HA I0)KHOW 3acCTaBe, C TPEBOrOM BCMAaTPUBAIMCh B CEpble OT
cTpaxa M ycTajocTu juua npuexasiux. [Touemy ux tak mano? I'ie xe ocraypnble? IIpoBoas nopo-
3pUTENLHBIMY B3[JISIIAMHU KapeTy, OHU MPUHSUIMCh OOMEHHMBATHCS MPEAJIOKEHUSIMU W JJOTaIKAMH,
OJIHA HeJieriee IPYroi.

Berte npescrapisi, kKakue KyTKHUE CIYXHU HOIUIBIBYT CHayasa Mo CTOJIMILIE, a IOTOM U 10 BCer
crpaHe. Kto-HrOyab 13 COMPOBOKAABIINX €r0 CTPAKHUKOB BCE PABHO MTPOTOBOPUTCS, TAKOE CKPBITh
He yaactcsl. Bonku Hakazany BUHOBHBIX! DTO MOCTpalHee KpaMosibl KaKoro-HUOYIb apuCTOKpaTH-
YECKOro pojia, BeJlb BOJIKOB B CTPaHE MHOTO.

[Mpuas k ceGe, r71aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA MEPEOJIEIICS, BBIIUIJI BOCCTAHABIMBAIOIIEE
CUJIBI 3€JIb€ U OTIIPABUJICS K KOPOJIIO C IOKJIaZOM.

ToppeH NpUHSLI ero B MaJIoM KOPOJIEBCKOM KaOWHETe, CHIsl B Kpeciie Mo IIOPTPETOM KOPOJIEBbI
Jlycun. On Obu1 OnefieH, Mof I1a3aMu 3aJIeNId YepHBIe TeHHU, B yIlaX I'y0 MpOpe3asluch KEeCTKUE
CKJIaIKH.

[TokyioHMBIINCH, IV1aBa TATHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOEKUIICS MO MPUCTAJIBHBIM B3[JIs1I0M
HApUCOBaHHOW KOPOJIEBbI, TAK HAIOMUHABLIEW AMUPEIb, U IPUCTYIIII K HETIPUATHOMY JOKJIady:

— Barie BesimuecTBo, s Haiesa Baily U30paHHMILY, HO. .. — OH 3aMOJIK, M KOPOJIb HETEPIIETTMBO
noTpedoBa:

— Ho uro? He meau, roBopu! — OH JaBHO yKe TOXkaJses, YTo He Toexal B ABepHOypr JIUYHO,
JOBEPUBIINCH I[JIABE TAHOTO KOPOJIIEBCKOTO ChICKA.

— Ha nee nananu xutenu ABepHOypra i OOBUHWIH B KOJIIOBCTBE.

35



T. Tepmuk. «Cepebpo Houn. Cexynmo. Kanra 3»

ToppeH cxan KyJlakd ¢ TaKOM SIPOCTHOM CHUJIOM, YTO W3-TIO]l HOI'TEW MOSBWIUCH KareabKu
KPOBH.

— Ecnm oHa nocrpanana, s CHecy 3TOT aJKUi TOPOAMIIKO U Ka3HIO BCEX, KTO B 9TOM Y4acT-
BoBa!

— AMupenb noctpajana, €e CUJIbHO CTYKHYJIM IO OJIOBE, HO OHA KMBa, — O CBOEH POJIU B €€
PaHEeHUH MI0PMEH TOBOPUTH He codupaiics. — Obe3ymeBilas Tojmna 0e3 cyga XoTena Ckeub ee Ha
KOCTpE, KaK 3J1y10 KOJIJYHbIO.

— Hapneroch, Bbl BOBpeMsi BMEIIAINCh? — 3JI0BELIE MPOCKPEKETAT KOpPOJb, U IJ1aBa TalHOTO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 IPUTOBOPEHHBIM K CMEPTH.

— Hawm He nanu, — HepBHO MOSICHWIT OH. — TaM OblyIa 1ieJ1asi ToJIIa, BOOPYKEHHast YeM I0Taio, a y
MeHsI ObLIO BCETO-TO JBa JIECSITKA CTPAXHUKOB. HO TOT KyTel, 4To XoTes Ha Hell JKeHUThCs1, TOMHHTE
TaKoro? — N0k JaBIIUCh OATBEPKIAIOIIEr0 KMBKa KOPOoJis, J0roBopuil: — [Ipeayiokus ee BBIKYNUTb,
JKEHUBIIIMCh Ha HEW, Hy U MOOOEIaB MMOCTABUTh HAPOIY JIecsITh O0UYEK CHIIpa.

— [epBsiii pa3 ciblliny, 9TOO TIPUTOBOPEHHYIO K COXKEHHUIO KOJTTYHBIO MOKHO OBUIO BBIKYITHTh
MOI0OOHBIM 00Pa30M, — KOpPOJIb MyUYHUTENIBHO TIOKPACHET OT PEBHOCTHU, YTPOXKAIOIIE MOAHUMASCh U3
Kpeca.

Berre ormarHysca. Takum OH KOpoJIst HUKOrga He BHUJEIN. Ternepb OH )KMBO HAIIOMHWI €My
CBOIO MaTh, KOposieBy I epaiibly, y KOTOPOI BO BpeMeHa MPHUCTYIOB CyMacCIeCTBHsI ObLT TOUHO TaKOW
€ TOpsTYeYHO-UCCTYIUIEHHBIN B3IVIsA. TOPOIUIMBO CKa3all, OTBJIEKask KOPOJsl OT CBOEH MEPCOHBI:

— EcTb Takoii crapuHHBIN 00bIYaii — MPUTOBOPEHHYIO K CMEPTH MOKHO CIaCTH, )KEHUBIIMCH HA
Heil. Hy u HaoGopor.

Koponb nogo3putesibHO MOCMOTpEIT Ha I71aBy TaHOTO ChICKA.

— BbI uTO-TO CKpBIBacTE, 37110pMeH! ['oBopuTe KOpoUye — OH Ha HeW KEeHUJICS ?

— OH Her, — Berte cTpammics npu3HaTh, 4TO CIyYWIIOCh, U TSHYJ BpeMsl, — B J€JI0 BBA3AJICS
ellle M Halll CTapblil 3HAKOMELl, MOM POICTBEHHUK, 3110pMeH ABepH. OH TOXE U3bSIBUII KEJIaHHUE
n30aBuTh AMupenb ot oris. Ho ciyunnock Heuto HeoxxunanHoe. [losBuiics: TpeTuil.

Koposnb B HeTeprieHny NoiICKOYM K HEMY U BCKpUYall:

— Yro BbI U3 MeHs1 Kbl TssHeTe? ['oBOpUTE, KTO OH TaKOM?

OH yrpoxarolie HaJBUHYJICS Ha BetTe, TOT caemnas onaciaMBbIi 1ar Ha3a v ObICTPO MPOTrOBO-
pu:

— B tom-TO0 M 51eno, uro He 3Haw! Ho oH Mosio/1, HeBepOsATHO CUJieH U JIOBOK. U y Hero Takue
K€ CUHME I1a3a, Kak Yy AMupesib. OfeT OH oueHb CTpaHHO. 1 roBop y HEro CrapuHHbI, Tak B HaLIEW
CTpaHe He TOBOPAT YK€ HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHIA.

— Heyxenu KTo-TO 13 TEPMUHILIEB IPOOPAJICS Yepe3 ropbl ? — HEIOBEPUMBO IIPOrOBOPUI KOPOJIb,
Hacynschk. — JlagHo. 910 notoM. Yto oH caenan’?

I'naBa TailHOro KOpOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA 3aKMYpWJICS, KaK Mepel MPbKKOM B JIEASHYIO BOLY U
BBITAJINIL:

— /Kenwics Ha rocrioxke AMUpEb.

— Uro? — KOoposnb B3peBesT paHEHHBIM 3BEpeM. — DTOro He JOMKHO ObUIo cryuuThesi! Kak Bbl
9TO AOMYCTUIN?

Berte onyctuiics Ha OTHO KOJIEHO Y TIOBUHHO CKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY.

— $I mpITancs 3TOro He JOMYCTUTH, Ballle BEIMYECTBO. Sl OTIpaBMI apOaJIETYMKOB HA KPBIITY
COCEIHEro JIoMa, yToO OHM ero 3acTpenwid. Ho oH ymyapuiicsi B OJHO MTHOBEHbE BHIXBATUTh MeU U
OTOUTH JIETSIIUE B HErO apOajieTHbIe OONTHI, M TYT ke U3 CBOEro JiyKa yow crpensBimx. U coenan
3TO TaK OBICTPO, UTO 51 AaXKe He Cpa3y OCO3HAJ, UTO ke MPOU3OIILIO.

Koponb nomomnyas, ¢ Tpy1oM npeacTaBisis Cl1y4rBLIEECs.

— OTpasui MeuoM JieTsiime apOasieTHbIe OOTHI? — MEAJIEHHO TIOBTOPUJI CJIOBA IJIABbI TAHOTO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO chicka. — Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO? A 4eJIoBeK Ji1 OH?

36



T. Tepmuk. «Cepebpo Houn. Cexynmo. Kanra 3»

— He 3Hai0, — 4yecTHO MpU3HAICS AOPMEH U MOEKUIICS, BCIOMHUB MTPOH3UTEIbHBIN B3IJISI]]
He3HakoMIla. — Ho Ha 0ObIYHOTO YesioBeKa OH He Moxoxk. OH KakeTcsi MATbUMIIKON, HACTOIBKO OH
TOoHOK. 1 MoCpean AHA IMPAYCT JIMIO B KAITIOIIOHE. V nero CTpalllHbIC IJ1a3a. MHse ero B3IVIAL BbIOCP-
’KaTb He TIOJ] CUITY, a sl B CBOEH KU3HHU MOBUAAJT HEMAJIO.

ToppeH HeTepreMBO MaxHy/ PyKOH.

— Ilycts ero! I'oBopute ckopee, 4yTo ¢ AMHUpeEb?

— 51 moragancsi, 4To C paHEeHOM JIEBYIIIKOM Ha PyKaxX OH BCE PaBHO OyleT BHIHYKJIECH BEPHYTHCS
B €€ JIOM, U OTIIPaBWJI Ty/a JIIOAEH, BEJIeB UM YBE3TH AMUpEIIb U OTIPABUTh HA TOT CBET €€ HOBOUC-
MIEYEHHOT0 MYka, HO OH YOWJI BCEX.

— CKOJIBKHX OH yOMJI? — KOPOJIb CXOIWII C yMa OT TPEBOTH 3a paHEHYI0 AMUpEb U CheAaBIIen
€ro JII0TO! PEeBHOCTH.

— CemepbIX KOPOJIEBCKUX CTPAKHUKOB M OJHOTO AMHCCapa TAWHOTO chicKa. [TyOoKoi HOYBIO,
Korjga 6I>UIO HU 3 HE BUIATh.

— Omun? Hukto emy He nomoran? — ToppeH cxail Kpail cTona Tak, 4To IMOJ| €ro CHJIbHBIMU
naJblIaMK Ha4YaJI0 KPOIIUTHLCS IEPEBO.

— Ha. Tlonaraio, cTpaXXHUKOB OH YOWJ ofHUM yrmapoMm. Tejla ¢ Me4yaMu B pyKax JieKayd IO
Kpyry. bes rosnos. [Toxoxe, OHU €ro OKpyXWid, HO OH OKazajcs ObicTpee. M cuibHee.

[IpencraBuB 3T0, KOPOJIb MPAYHO BOCKJIMKHYIT:

— Toraa on Hactosimil BouH. Ho Bce paBHO OH JIUIIb OJUH. A C OIMHOYKOM CIIPaBUTHCS Kya
Tpolie, uyeMm c 1esbm otpsiiom. Ho rae ceituac Amupens? Baiu monu cinenst 3a Hei?

— OH c Hell efieT cloAa Mo MIABHOW CTOJMYHOM jopore. OTBOPOTOB C Hee HET, TaK YTO CKOPO
OHM OyayT 37eCh. 32 HUIMU HUKTO HE CJICJUT, XOTsI sl U OCTABHJI JIsI STOTO JIIOZIEH, HO 3TO HAITPACHO.
3a ero JIoma/Iplo HUKTO YTHAThCSI HE MOXKET. f meperHait ux TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO BbleXaJl paHbIlle UX
U exaJs Bcio Houb. Ho, ecim 6 3HaU1, 4TO XkJET MEHsS M OCTaTKM MOETo OTpsiJa, TO NepeHoYeBas Obl Ha
MOCTOSITIOM JIBOPE, IIe OHM OCTAHOBWJIMCH Ha HOUb. Tak ObUIO ObI Oe30macHee.

— Yro cnyunnocs? — yrpiomo cnpocus ToppeH. OH yxe He kJ1al OT IJIaBbl TATHOTO KOPOJIEB-
CKOTO ChICKa JOOPBIX U3BECTHH.

— Ha nac Hamasia crasi BOJIKOB, — IPOTHYBIIIMM rosiocoM coodmmmi Berre. — Ot Moero orpsiza
OCTaJIOCh TOJIBKO TPOE.

— Ha Bac Hanaym Bojiku ? — ¢ comHeHnueM riepecnipocun ToppeH. — [Tocpeaune sieta, Ha OOJIbIION
npoesxeit gopore? OTKyzna OHU TaM B3sTMCh? TaM U jieca-To MOYTH HET, KPYyroM pacliaXaHHbIE 110151
Y TIacTOMIIA.

— He 3Hato, Moii koposb. Ho oHM 1eficTBOBaI OCMBICIIEHHO, KJISIHYCh BaM. BeIOvpas sxepTBy,
C6I/IBEUH/I C KOHA U y6I/IBaHI/I Ha MOHUX IJIa3ax. DTo MOT'yT NOATBEPAUTDL U BCE OCTABIIMECA B KUBBIX.
Tax 4TO 3TO Mpasna.

ToppeH mo3BaJi cekperapsi ¥ PUKa3a:

— [onutute Ha TIABHYIO AOPOTY OOJMBIION OTPSIL OXOTHUKOB, MYCTh CENAIOT 00JIaBy 1O BCEMY
necy. Bomnku coBepiieHHo oOHarsenu. HamaneHne Ha BOOPYKEHHBIN OTPsIJ] — 3TO HEIOMYCTUMO.

— Byzner ucnosnHeHo, Mol KOpoJib! — ceKpeTaph MOKJIOHUJICS U BBIIIIEN.

HpOBO}II/IB €r'0 3aBUCTJIMBBIM B3IJIAA0M, JITJOPMCH, YYBCTBYA, KaK OT 6CCCOHHOI';I HOYM MYTHUTCA
B TOJIOBE, C HAJIEHKION CITPOCHIL:

— 4l pacckazan Bam Bce, UTO 3HaJI, MOTY UATU?

— Croiite! — ToppeH HakOHeIl penmJics y3HaTh TO, YTO BOJIHOBAJIO €ro Oofblie Beero: — B mome
OHM CHaJii BMecTe? — T0JI0C KOPOJIsl 3ByYasl HAATPECHYTO, KaKk OT OCTPOU OOu.

['maBa TaiflHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CBICKA OIYCTMII IJ1a3a, O0sICh KOPOJIEBCKOW MECTH, HO BCE XKe
cKaszaJj To, YTO AyMall:

— Ja.

Koposnb ynapuin TsokensiM KyJIaKOM IO CTOSIIEMY PSJOM CTONY M3 AParolieHHOTrO KPacHOro
aepesa, nprBe3eHHoro eie u3 Tepmunyca. Cton pa3Baywics Ha 4actu. Ho Koposist 3To He ocTaHo-
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Bu10. OH IOCMOTpEJT BOKPYT MOJIYyOEe3yMHBIM B3IJISIIOM, OT KOTOPOTO y 3aKaJIEHHOTO IJI1aBbl TAHOTO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOPO3 MPOIIIEJ IO KOXKe.

— IlpokusaTee! — ToppeH cxBaTwI CTYJ M IIBapKHYI ero 06 non. Kycku pasnerenuch mo Kom-
HaTe, PacKOJIOBIIAsICS HOKKA MPOJIETeNa BCEro B Mape AI0WMOB OT BUCKA IJI1aBbl TAHOTO CHICKA.

— locrioxka Amupels odeHpb c1ada Toclie paHeHu s, — TOTOPONIJICS BHITOBOPHUTH TJOPMEH U
chena ele napy IaroB Ha3aJ, MojAabIle OT OECHYIOIErocs: Koposs. — MoxeT ObITh, 9TO €ro ocTa-
HOBWIO? — OH He BEpWJI B O1IaropoJIcTBO HEM3BECTHOTO, HO TOppeH HyKaascs XOTs Obl B IPU3PAYHOI
HaJexKIe.

Koposnb ckprBui ryObl B HEJOBEPUMBOW YCMEIIIKE, HO MeOesTb JIOMaTh IiepecTal.

— ComHaeBatock. Ho 310 HUvero He mensier. OHa B JII0OOM citydae OyeT Moel, IycTh JAaxe U
1ocJie KPaTKOBPEMEHHOM MPUHAJIEKHOCTH IPYTOMY MY KUMHE. XOTb 3TO MEHs U OECUT, HO 1 TOHU-
Malo, YTO HUYEro MpeIpUHATD ObUIO HEb3sI.

— §1 yBaxaio Balle pelieHue, Balie BeJIMUeCcTBO, — COUyBCTBEHHO 3amMeTHIT BeTTe, pamysch, 4to
Oypsi, yrpoaBIIiasi CTaTh CMEPTEJIbHOM, 33/IeJ1a €ro JIUIIb KPbUIOM. — UTO MpUKakeTe AeNaTh C UyKe-
3emMuem?

— He 3Hato. Ecii 6 0H ObUT MOMM TIOIIAHHBIM, BOIIPOCOB ObI HE BO3HUKJIO.

UYro crasio OBl C YeJIOBEKOM, TOCMEBIIIUM OTOOPATH JIIOOOBHUILY Y KOPOJIS, 3MJOPMEH He COMHe-
Baicsl. ToppeH My4ri1 Obl €ro Tak, YT0 CMEpTh I0Ka3aaach Obl TOMY M30aBJICHUEM.

— Ho on siBHO 13 TepmuHyca, 1 iesath ¢ HAM TO, YTO XOUeTcs, s cebe Mo3BoIUTh He Mory. Bo
BCSIKOM cCiydae, roka. CHavyana HyXKHO BBISICHUTh, 3aU4€M OH €JeT B CTOJIMILY. YBUJETHCS CO MHOM?
Jns yero? Ham npunercs kaateb. Y ObITH TOTOBBIMU B JTIOOOH MOMEHT OTOOpaTh y Hero Amupess! —
BBIKPHKHYJI KOpOJib, 0003Ha4asi IJaBHOe. — Tenepp, Korga oHa Tak c1ada, 3TO HETPYIHO CAeNaTh!

I'maBa TaitHOro KOPOJIEBCKOrO Chicka KUBHYI. OHU KpaTKO 0OCY/INIIH ellle HECKOJIbKO HEOTIOXK-
HBIX BOIIPOCOB, U BeTTe TOpOIMBO OTKJIaHSIICS, HAllesiCh, HAKOHEII, TepeIoXHyTh. Ero He mokuaano
YyBCTBO, YTO KOPOJIb AyMaeT TOJIbKO 00 AMHUpeNb U Apyrue mpoOaeMsl, Jaxe HauBaKHEHINUe, ero
JIMIIb Pa3IpaXKaloT.

ToppeH ¢ pagocThio N30aBUIICS OT MPUCYTCTBUS TJIABbl TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChicKa. ToT ero
OTKPOBEHHO Oecmil. BeTte HeHaBuzen u Oosyicss AMUpEITb, XOTS M CTapaTebHO CKPBIBAJI 3TO MO/
JIMYMHOW HEBO3MYTHMOCTH, U KOPOJIb MIOHMMAJI, YTO B JeJie ee MOMCKa U MOMMKH J10pMeH Berte
CKOpee OMaceH, YeM I0JIe3eH, HO JI0Ka3aTesIbCTB y Hero He ObLIO.

Moxert, co3aTh ele OHY TAHYIO CITYXO0y, Ha Ceid pa3 IJist KOHTPOJIS 32 TAWHBIM KOPOJIEBCKUM
CBICKOM, O KOTOPOU 3HaTh OyJET TOIbKO OH caM? A TO pacIyCTHIMCh U3-3a Oe3Haka3zaHHocTu. Hamo
OyleT mogymarh HaJl 3THUM.

A moka emy camoMy MPHUIETCS 3aHATHCS BBIICHEHHEM, UTO e MPUKIIOUIIOCh B ABepHOypre.
Pacckasy sangopmena oH He noepuii. ECTb 4TO-TO e11ie, 0 4eM TOT yMOTYIL. A O Y4eM MOKET YMOJIYaTh
I71aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOro chicka? TOMBKO O TOM, YTO HAPYILIIJI MIOBEJIEHHE CBOETO KOPOJISL.

ToppeH no3BaJl JeKypUBLIETO y JABEpEN CTpaKHUKA U3 CBOEH JIMYHOM I'BApIUM U BEJE eMy
MOCKOpee MPUBECTU KOro-HUOY/b U3 TeX, C KEM IJIaBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA €311 B ABEpH-
oypr.

Uepes nomyaca HETEPHEIMBOTO OKUIAHUS B KAOMHET BOIIEN CephIid OT YCTATIOCTH M HEJOCHITIA
Myx4uHa. TyHHKa Ha HeM ObUIa YUCTasi, BUAMMO, IEPEOIEThCS OH YCIIelN, a BOT MEPEAOXHYTh — HET.

Koposns Monva Hanmin eMy 3eJ1be BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS M HAOMIOAAN, Kak TOT MbeT. BhInuB, cTpax-
HUK C MUHYTY MOCTOSUI C 3aKPBITHIMU IJ1a3aMu. [T0TOM mocMoTpest Ha KOpoJist y:Ke OCO3HAaHHBIM B3IJIs-
JOM.

He naBast eMy OMOMHUTBCS, KOPOJIb CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak Obi1a paneHa rocrioxxa AMupens?

CTpaxHUK, He 3Hasl, YTO yOUNCTBO — pelieHue /10pMeHa Betre, oTBeTHII 4ecTHO:

— Bpes, cuneBmmii B 3acaie, CTYKHYJI IGBYOHKY CITHIIIKOM CHIIBHO, He paccuuTai. OH HUKOTra
ee He BUJIeJ, He 3HaJI, YTO OHA TOHEHbKasl M XPyIKasi, BOT U MepeycepACTBOBAI HEMHOTO.
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— I'me on? — ToppeH He cMor coBiaaTh C AMKUM JKeJIaHUEM JaTh 3TOMYy HarioMmy bpesy B
Hoc. U BooO11ie M306UTh TaK, YT0O TOT HE MOT XOAUTh. A TIOTOM MOBECUTDb Ha TUIOLIAN B HA3UJAHUE
OCTaJIbHBIM.

— 3arpeizeH Bojikamu. — CTpakHUKA MEepeIepHyI0. — DTOM HOUBIO.

EnvHCTBEHHOI MBICITBIO Ha 3TO CTPAIITHOE U3BECTHE Y KOPOJIS OBLIIO «ITOBE3JI0 STOMY MEp3aBILy
bpesy».

— PacckasbiBaii! — moTpeOoBas OH ¥ MBICIIEHHO ITOOOEINA ITPEIaTh I71aBy TAHHOTO ChICKA MYYH-
TEJILHOW CMEPTH.

— MpI BbleXaJiil ¢ MOCTOSUIOTO ABOPA IO TJIABHOW CTONMYHOM Jopore. M Ha cepeanHe Ha Hac
Harasia crast BonkoB. OHU yOWJIM AECSTh YeNOBEK, — IIIYXO JOJIOXKUI cTpaxHUK. Kopomnb 3ameTn,
YTO PYKH y HEr0 MEJKO Jpoxanu. — Hac octanock TOJbKO Tpoe, elle Kydep U eXaBIIUi B KapeTe
angopmeH Berre.

— Bonku Hamaganm Ha BCex MOAPSIT WM HA KOTO-TO KOHKPETHO? — TIPOAOJIKAIT IOTBITBIBATHCS
0 TPaB.bl KOPOJIb.

— MHe nokasaioch, 4YT0 OHU yOMBAIM TeX, KTO ObLT B 3acajic B JIOMUKE TOW JICBYIIKH, AMU-
peJib, — CTpaXXHUK, TIOXOXKE, U CaM He BEPUJI TOMY, YTO TOBOPHIL.

— Onu mctunu? — HepoBepunBo yTouHui Toppen. CinoBam BeTte oH He moBepu1, HO BOT YKe
¥ BTOPOH OYEBHJEI] TOBOPHT TO ke camoe. — To ecTh JeCTBOBATIM OCMBICIIEHHO?

— dymaio, uto aa. Tex, KTo HE IPUUMHIII €1 BpeJja, OHU HE TPOHYJIU.

Koponb paccripammBan ero moiro, y3HaBasi BCe HOBbIE M HOBbIE MOAPOOHOCTU. B pesysb-
TaTe eMy 3aXOTeJIOCh HeMeJIsl IOMEHSITh IJ1aBy TaHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CBHICKA, BEIYIIEro KaKylo-To
O/IHOMY €My BeIOMyIo TaiiHyio urpy. Her, To, 4yro oH 6outcsi AMUpesb U ee BOZMOKHOCTEH, ObLTO
o4eBuIHO. Ho Kak OH rmocmesn HapyIuTh MPsIMOM MPUKa3 He PUYMHSATD eid Bpe/l, JaHHBI KOpOoJieM,
KOTOpPOMY TPHHEC KJIATBY BepHOCTH? Vnn OH He Kitsuics?

[Noxoxe, Ha obiem cOope, Koria riaBaMy apUCTOKPATHUECKUX POIOB MPHUHOCHIIACH KPOBHAS
KJIAITBA BEPHOCTH, IJIaBbl TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChicKa He Obu10. He motomy sn BetTe u nokymasncs
Ha J)KU3Hb €ro JIOOMMOM, UTO XOTeJ OCTAaThCsl HE3aBUCUMBIM, Belb 0e3 AMUpeb 00ast KJISITBA JIUIIb
ITyCTOM 3BYK?

Kopomio cHoBa 3axoTesioch yOuTh Harjiena coOCTBEHHbIM MeuoM. Ho jmenath 3Toro ObUIO
HeJb3s1, TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe, Tak cpa3y. [71aBa TallHOro KOpOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA 3HAJ CJMIIKOM MHOTO,
B €r0 pyKax CXOJAMJIMCh BCE HUTOUKM TallHOW ceTH B cTpaHe. Eciu ero He cTaHeT, MOpsSA0K MOXKET
HapymuThesi. CHavaia Hy’KHO MOATOTOBUTH €0 IMPeeMHHKA, 6€30roBOPOYHO BEPHOTO KOPOJTIO U3 TEX,
KTO TIPUHEC POJIOBYIO KIISITBY.

C stumu MeicassMu ToppeH BbIIIeN 13 KaOMHETa U, 3aJ7I0KUB PYKH 32 CIIMHY, TIOIIeN 110 KOpH-
nopy. HyxHo ObUIO pemmTh, 4To JAesiaTh C KUTeIsIMU ABepHOYpra, B3lyMaBIIMMUA OOBUHUTH AMU-
pesb B KOJIJIOBCTBE U CXeub Ha KocTpe. OH MOCTYMUT C HUMHU TaK K€ XKECTOKO, KaK OHU XOTEJH
MOCTYIHTS C ero JIo0oBbi0. OH COXIKET BECh TOPOJI, 3allepeB B HEM BCeX ero KHTeliei !

[pencraBuB cebe maMsi, KPUKHU U yKac CKUTAEMBIX 32)KHUBO KUTEJIEH, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUB-
HYJI ¥ TIOIIIEJT JIAJTbIIIE.

Hacrymuio Bpemst o6ea. [TockonbKy BO IBOpIie HaxoawIach repioruns Mnana co cBoeit Mate-
PbI0 M HEMAJIEHbKOW CBUTOM, 00€Ibl TIPOXOAUIA B MaJOil KOPOJIEBCKOUM Tpare3HOW MpHU U3PSIHOM
CKOIUICHUH HApoJa.

Hesecra yutnBO mpricena repen HAM B HU3KOM MPUIBOPHOM pPeBEpaHCe U MIJIO €My YIIBIOHY-
nack. Kopois moymas, 4to, o KpaiiHei Mepe, B IOCTeNIb ¢ Hell JIOKHUThLCS OyeT He mpoTuBHO. OTBe-
CUB OTBETHBIW MOKJIOH, OH TMPEJIOKUI el PYKY U MOJBEN K CTOY. YCaauB BO IIaBe, KaK XO3sIHKY,
ceJ1 HarpoTuB. MaHa rojana 3HaK 1ojaBaTh Ha CTOJI.

ToppeH npuHsijics 3a ey, MPoAoKash MyYHTEebHO pa3AyMbiBaTh O paHeHoi Amupenb. Kak
oHa, 4To ¢ Heit? U 3710 comneTh mpyu MbIC/IU 00 ee HeBECTh OTKYy/a B3siBIIeMcs Myske. [1oaTomy oH He
Cpa3y pacClbIIIa JIMChH CJIOBA TepIIoruHU JIaBBeT, MaTyIIIKU €r0 HapeueHHO!.
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— Bare Betu4ecTBO, BBl He MOITM Obl HA3HAYMTH JIaTy cBabObI? Ham Obl XOTEIOCh JTOCTOMHO
MO/ITOTOBUTHCSI.

Koponb uyTh Ob1IO He Mpou3Hec KpamosibHoe: «Kakoi cBabObI?», HO BOBPEeMsI CITIOXBATHIICS.
Emy ObL10 BOBCE HE /10 HEHY)KHOM KEHUTHOBI, HO OTKAa3aThCsl OT HEee OH He MOT, HapyIIUTh KOPOJIeB-
CKoe oOelaHre 3HAUYMIIO MTOCTABUTH IOJ] COMHEHHE YCTOM CaMOU KOPOJIEBCKOM BJIaCTH.

Hckoca B3MIIsIHYB Ha UCITyTaHHO 3aMEPINYIO0 B OKUJAHUM €r0 OTBETa HEBECTY, KPUTUIHO OTMe-
THJI: B CAMOM JIeJie, i yke IBaAlaTh JBa roja, Aajiblie TSHYTh HeKy/aa.

— Jlymaio, B TIepBblii IeHb OceHH. Bac 310 ycTpouT? — cKazai 3TO TOJIBKO 3aTeM, YT0O OT Hero
OTBSI3AJIUCh.

CujieBime 3a CTOJIOM AaMbl IIYMHO BBIIOXHYJIM U 00pajoBaHo 3amymenu. Miana ¢ ykopom
MOCMOTpeJia Ha KEHHMXa, OHA-TO Ha/essIach Ha MPONODKEHUE TOW HU K 4eMy He OOs3bIBaIOIIeH
MOMOJIBKH, HO TOppeH CHOBa YTKHYJICSI B CBOIO TapeJIKy U 10 CTOPOHAM OOJIbIIe HE TJIsiIel.

INocne o6ena KOpoOIb TOKMHYJ HEBECTY, HE CKa3aB HU ciioBa. MitaHa ¢ MaTepbio OTHPaBUIIHCH
B CBOM TOKOU.

OcraBivch HaeAMHE, TEPIOTHUHS C YIOBIETBOPEHUEM CKa3asa J0UYepH:

— Hy, nHakonen-to! {4 yx mymaisa, Thl TaK M OCTaHEIIbCSl CTapoil AeBOW. Thl HUKAKUX YCU-
JIViA, 9TOO ero MpHBJIeYb, He Jienana. HyxHo ObITh OoJiee )KeHCTBEHHOM, MOsI TOporasi, KOKeTHUYATh,
IJ1a3KH CTPOUTD, OOHUM CJIOBOM — COOMA3HATH! MyKUMHBI KaK JETH — UM 00s13aTEJIbHO HYKHbI HOBBIE
UTPYIIIKH.

Nnana 60s131MBO MOEXKUIIACh.

— Jlyuiie 6 s B caMoM Jiesie ocTajiach crapoit nepout, mama. s1 Toppena mpocto 6otock. OH
OezxanocTHbiid. OT HEro MOXHO K/1aTh BCETO, Yero YroaHo.

— Tol umeens B BUILy cMepThb aopmecchl CoyuteHn? — Mpe3puTeNbHO YTOYHUIIA TePLOTUHS. —
Bo Bcewm, 4TO ¢ Hell MpOM30IIUIO, OHA BUHOBATA MCKJIIOUMTENILHO cama. Eii Hemb3s ObUTO HapylaTh
ycioBus coramenusi. [Ipurom uro Toppen caenain ee opunmanbHOR (paBOPUTKON BOIIPEKH 3aKOHY
CeBepcraHa U BoOJIe OTIIA, C €€ CTOPOHBI OePEeMEHHOCTh U TOMBITKA OCTABHUTH TUIOJ ObLTM YepHOM
HeOnarogapHocThio. Hy, a To, 4To OH OTpaBMII CBOIO Mavyexy — IIPOCTOe HeJOPa3yMeHUe, — TePLIOTHHS
HE CUMTaJIa HY)KHBIM NIEPEKUBATH TI0 CTOJIb HUYTOKHOMY TIOBOAy. — XOTs1 PoBeTTa 1 Obliia HerJI0X0i
KOPOJIEBOM, HO YK OOJIbHO CKPBITHUYAJIA, BRITOPAKMBAs MAMOUKY, 32 UTO U MOIJIaTUIIACh. YUTO CTOMIIO
el cKa3aTh, KTO ObUI OPraHM3aTOpOM MOKYIIEHWI Ha HacJIeAHOro npuHIa? XoTsi, Mosi Ioporasi, Bce
K JIy4IleMy, — C JOBOJIbHOM YJIbIOKO# nofpIToxuia oHa. — Ecm 6 Toppen He ynuutoxun Poserry,
Jlepan JIBeHaquaThIiA JO CUX MOP 3aHUMAaJ Obl TPOH, U CTPaHa MO-TIPEKHEMY THXO pa3BaJIMBajIach Ha
yactu. [1o cyTu, eMy He IOTUMHSLIACh TIOJIOBMHA 3HATHBIX pOAOB cTpaHbl. He To, uto Teneps. Temneps
Bce oHM y ToppeHa B kynake! — M oHa ¢ cuitoi cxxasia J1aJIoHb, IOKa3bIBasi I0YepH, HACKOJIBKO KPETTKO
ee KEHUX ACPKUT B MOAUYMHEHUN APUCTOKPATOB.

Omna MorJ1a OBl e111e JOJITO pacCyXAaTh Ha 3Ty HENPHUATHYIO [U1s1 VtaHsl TeMy, y HUX HUKOI/IA He
COBMAAAJIM B3IJISI/IbI HA caMble OObIIEHHbIE BEIllM, HO JJOUb PEIIMTENIBHO MpepBaia ee Oosee HacyIl-
HBIM BOIIPOCOM:

— Koposns B GemeHcTBe, Thl 3aMeTusIa? — TepHOTMHS B OTBET KMBHYJA, Ope3riMBO TMOIKaB
ryObl. — DTO U3-3a TOTO, YTO €ro M30paHHMIIA Ucue3na’?

— Kakas ona nz0paHHuIa, — mpeHeOpeKUTENHHO 3aMeTHIIa TeplioruHs JIaBBeT, — OHa IIPOCTO
BOHIOUAS KPECThSIHCKAsI JIEBKA.

— Ho B Hell uCTMHHAS KOPOJIEBCKasl KPOBb, — 3HAYMTENILHO MOHU3MIIA ronoc Mnana. — Mue no
CEeKpeTy ee KaMepucTKa, becc, ckazana, 4To Mo oqHOMY ee CJIOBY BCe JIeNalv TO, YTo OHa xoTena. U
WCKJTIOUEHWIA He ObUTO!

['eprioruHs BHICOKOMEPHO CBeJla OPOBH B OIHY JIMHHIO U HEXOTsI MpU3HAIA:

— a, c ee nomoipio ToppeH cBsizaln Bce apUCTOKpATUUECKUE POJia KPOBABOM KJISATBOR. DTO
crparHo. Ho oueHb BHITOJHO /17151 TTpaBsIIel AMHACTHY, TO €CTh U [Tl Bcex Hac. U Tebst B ToM vucie.

WNnana coenquiamia pyku niepes rpyabio B MOJISIIIIEM KecCTe.
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— Toppen moburt ee. § eMy He Hy)XHa, — B €€ T0JIoce TIOCbIIIAIACH TalHAST HAIEK/a.

Mars oOoapsitoltie MorJauia ee 1o riedy, CouTs, 4To Ta MePeKUBaeT N3-32 BOZMOKHOM XOJIOJI-
HOCTH OYIyIIIEero Myxa.

— 310-TO M XOpOoIIo. 3aueM Tede ero JO0BL? DTO COBEPIIIEHHO JIUIITHEE U TPUHOCHUT CIUIOII-
HBle HeyJoOcTBa. Poquinb ABYX CHIHOBEH M CMOXEIb KHUTh, Kak Xxodercs. [Ipu 10cTaToOuHOM M3BO-
POTJIMBOCTH M OCTOPOXXHOCTH 3aBejieliib cede modoBHUKA. Eciiu ToppeH He BepHeT U30paHHMUILY, €0
Oy/IyT yTemaTh MHOTOUYKCIIEHHbIe (DaBOPUTKH, M eMy Oy/IeT BCE PaBHO, UeM Thl 3aHUMACIIIbCA. A eciu
BEpHET — ellle JIyYllle, KaKoe-TO BpeMsl OH Oy/IeT 3aHAT TOJIbKO e OTHOM.

Ot nopo6HoI nepcniekTrBbl y Mnansl moxosnozesnio Ha ceparie. He TakiM oHa pucoBajia B MeuTax
cBoe 3amyskecTBO. OHa MOIHSIACH U HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MpOIILIa [0 KOMHATE, IPek e YeM OCTAaHOBUIIAChH
niepe]] MaTepbio ¥ MOTEPSIHO MPU3HAJIACK:

— MHe He HpaBUTCS Takas KA3Hb, Mama.

['epriornHst HEOPEXHO OTMAXHYJIAC.

— I'mynoctu! Thbl TPOCTO CIUIIIKOM MOJIOAA, YTOOBI pa30MpaThCs B )KU3HU. Thl CTaHEIIb KOpO-
JIEBOH, Y 9TUM BCe CKa3aHo.

— 41 OB ¢ yIOBOJBLCTBHEM BBIIILIA 3aMYX Ha KOTO-HUOYIb JPYroro, — yrnpsimMo IMporoBopuia
nesymka. — [Torporre. Jlaxke He 3a apuCTOKpata, MyCcTh 32 MIPOCTOrO ABOPSIHUHA, JIUIIL Obl OH MEHS
JIIOOWJI, 1a U 4 €r0 TOXE.

— Uro 3a HeslenocTu! — HeBepsiIie MOCMOTpeSIa Ha I0Yb TepIOrHHS. — Thl YTO, HAYMTAIACH ITUX
AypalKux rpuByasHbIx pomaHoB? {1 ke 3ampernana tede 3a0uBaTh rojioBy nogoOHo# epyHon! Cama
MOIyMaid: Iaxe ceiluac, UMes CTaTyC JIUIIb KOPOJIEBCKOM HEBECTHI, ThI BBIIIIE BCEX 3HATHBIX JIaM KOPO-
JIeBCTBA, a YTO OyJeT, KOraa Thl CTAHEIIIb TIOJIHOBJIACTHOM MPAaBUTENIBHULICH? DTO XKe. .. — FepPIOTUHS
3axJIeOHyJ1ach OT BOCTOPIa, MPEJCTaBUB COOCTBEHHBIE BO3MOKHOCTHU B POJIH Telu Kopoist. [TocMoT-
PEB Ha yIpsiMoe JIMIIO JOYEpH, YKe CTpoxke 1o0aBuia: — K TomMy ke MbI CTOJIBKO CHJT U CPEJICTB BOY-
xaJm B 9Ty moMosnBKy! Tel e 3Haenb, uto pona reprioroB Karapu u CBuHTA TOXe TIpeTeHAOBAIN Ha
9710 3BaHue! M oHu umesn Ha 3TO MpaBo, OHU, KAaK U Thl, YWIEHBI KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbH !

— 41 3Hat0, Mama, 3HaI, — JOCA/UTMBO B3/I0XHY/a Miana. — Tl MHe 00 9TOM roBOpmiIa MHOTO
pas, s IOMHIO.

— Tak 1ieHu HaIM yCUIIMS M HE yMail O BCSIKOM epyHJe! — yOekIeHHO 3asiBUJIa TepIOTUHS. —
Bynp 6naromapHoii!

Nnana orBeTHIIa BEKIMBBIM KMBKOM, YIIPSIMO TIOBTOPSISI TIPO ceOs1, UTO €€ BIIOJTHE Obl YCTPOMIT
HE CJIMIITKOM 3HATHBINA M OOTaThIi, HO JOOPHIA MYXK, TPEANIOUYUTAIONINN ee, a He CBOK0 (DABOPUTKY.

A TeproruHs MpUHSIACh YCUJIEHHO TOTOBUTHCS K JAOJITOXKIAHHOM CBa/IbOe. ITO COOBITHE OXKHU-
JaJIOCh TaK JIaBHO, YTO B HEro He Bepuia J100past TOJIOBUHA KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH, He TOBOPS YK 00
OCTaJILHOM Hapojie. M BOT Terepp y repliorvHu MOsIBUJIACh MpeKpacHast BOZMOXHOCTh YTEpeTh UM
BCEM CJIMIITKOM Y’ BBICOKO 3a/IpaHHbIE HOCHI.

W reprioruHs co 370pafCcTBOM, CjerKa MPUTIOPOIIEHHBIM JIECThIO, MPUHSIACH OMOBEIIATh O
MIPE/ICTOSIIIIEM COOBITUM BCE TBOPSHCTBO cTpaHbl. OHa ObUTa yBepeHa, UTo el BIIOJIHE 110 CHJIaM MO[-
TOTOBUTH TOPKECTBO, IOCTOMHOE OCTaThCSI B JIETONKCH KOPOJIEBCTBA. B 001mem, e OblIo CIMIIKOM
MHOT'0, YTOOBI PACCHKUBAThHCSI.

A Karpu3bl HEBeCTHI BIIOJIHE MOKHO UTHOPUPOBATH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE IEBYIIIKYU OMACAIOTCS
CBaIbOBI, HO MOCJIC 3aMYKeCTBa 3TO OJIarormoyqHo MPOXO/HT.
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I'1aBa yerBepTas

[Tocne mpocToro CHITHOTO Y:XKMHA HAa MOCTOSUIOM JBOpe AMMpEINb MOIHSIACH B OTBEIEHHYIO
el KOMHaTy. BoJIbIIIyIo YacTh HEOOJBIIIOTO TIOMEIIIEHHS 3aHUMaJla KPOBaTh, PACCUMTAHHAS Ha TIsTe-
PbIX TaKMX, KaK OHA. Pa3neBimvce orona, mpotepna BIaXHOW TPSIMHULIEH TeJo, CTapaTebHO 00XO0s
MOBSI3KY Ha 3aThbUIKE, HATSHYJA TEIUIYI0 HOYHYI0 COPOUKY U YJIerjiach Ha KpOBaTH, OTMETHUB, UTO Ta
JOBOJIBHO MSATKAs.

B sTOT MOMEHT pacrnaxHysiach JBEpb, 3aCTaBUB €€ UCITyTaHHO 3aMepeTh. Bolteimii B KoMHaTy
deppyH Kpenko 3anep JABepb U3HYTPU, MOJOKUI MeY, YK U KOJTYaH Ha CTYJ U TUXO CITPOCHIT:

— ToI crimmb?

— 3aueM Thl 3[1eCh? — TOATSHYB K I'PYIU OAEsJI0, OTBETUIIA CKOPEEe pa3oca 0BaHHAs, YeEM UCITY-
raHHasi IeByIIIKa.

OH Heme1s1 Pa303IUJIC.

— Y 3aueMm 31ech? A noragayica-ka cama!

Ammupers He cTajia TepIieTh ero MpeHeOpeKUTEIbHbIN TOH:

— TbI mpocTo ckanaanuct! — 3asBUJIa OHA, CEB HA MOCTEM U MPUKPBIBAsCH ofessioM. — Hop-
MaJIbHO Pa3roBapuBaTh BOOOIIE HE yMeelllb !

— W gero paau s1 105KeH HOPMATBHO € TOOOH pa3roBapuBaTh, €CJIM Thl MEHS TIPOCTO OECHIIb? —
OH TUIECHYJ Ha JIUIIO XOJOJHOM BOJIbI U3 Ta3a U CKPUBUJICS.

— Yewm 3710 51 TeOs1 Oerry? — He TIOHSUIA ero 3arajia AMUpeb.

— CBouM cy1iecTBOBaHUeM, YeM ke einie! S BooOiie He cooupaiicst JKEHUThCS, a yke TeM Oosiee
Ha Tebe! OT TeOsI CTONBKO HenpUATHOCTEN !

AmMuperib PUKpbLIA IIa3a ¥ OCTapasiach He J1e3Th B OyThUIKy. Kak jxe oH HaroMuHau el Muiaji-
X OpaTheB, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TOPA3/I0 UX CTapile.

— XOpo1II0, THl KEHUThCS HEe XOTEJ, TaK JKe KaK U 51 BBIXOAUTH 3a TeOst 3amysk. Ho Kakoi cMbICiT
3JIMTBCS TETIEPb, €CITM BCe PABHO HUYETO M3MEHUTH Helb3s1? — Ml upoHnYHO nooderiana: — YMuparh,
4yTOO THI CHOBA CTaJI CBOOOHBIM $1, YK U3BUHU, HE COOMPAIOCh.

OH ctsHyI canory, ayosner u pyoamky. OCTaBIIMCh B OJIHUX IITaHAX, TIOJIOKWII PYKH Ha TIOSIC,
HaMepeBasCh CHATh U UX, HO AMUpeTb, CMYTHUBILIUCD, PEIIUTEHHO 3aPOTECTOBANIA:

— He mano, ve canmaii!

— Ilouemy 310 Bapyr? — ®PeppyH OKHMHYJ €€ BO3MYIUEHHbIM B3IAIOM. — Cama B OOHOMN
COpOUKe, a 51 BAPYT AOJIKEH ChaTth B ofexae?

— $1 He mymana, 4To Thl IPU/EIIb CI0A, — MOCTapasiach BO33BaTh OHA K €r0 3[JpaBOMY CMBICITY. —
A 1O GBI HE pa3neBasach.

OH yrposxarolie HaBUC HaJ| HEW.

— Kak Tl Mory1a 3TOro He 3HaTh, €CJIM MHE MPUIILJIOCh CKa3aTh XO3KHY, YTO MBI )KEHATbI, U Th
9TO mpeKpacHo ciblinana? Beap Bce BUaenu, 4To npuexaiy Mbl B 0OHUMKY. Korna el BUugena, 4rod
CyIpyraM AaBajii pa3Hble KOMHATHI?

— Te6e Hag0 OBLIO CKa3aTh, YTO MBI OpAT U CECcTpa, — B3JOXHY/Ia OHa. — Bee Obl moBepuim. Cam
TOBOPUJI, UTO MbI OUYEHb ITOXOKH.

®eppyH BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aKaTUJI IJ1a3a.

— XBaTUT MHE yKa3bIBaTh, YTO 51 JOJKEH U UTO He NokeH! Pa3 yik s okaszalicst HU ¢ TOro HU
C Cero ;KeHaThiM, TO JIOJKEH Ke s TIOHSATh, €CTh JIU B 3TOM XOTh 4YTO-TO Xopoiiee? Bor ceifyac 3ato
Y IpoBepio!

OH OIHUM IPBIKKOM OKAa3aJICsl PSIOM C HEW, MOBAIWJI HA CIIMHY U MPUKaAJI K KPOBATH BCEM
TEJIOM.

— Her, HeT, He Hai0! — He Ha IIYTKY KCIyrajaach OHa.

— Iouemy? — mogoO3puUTENHLHO OCBeIOMUICS OH. — He HpaBioch?
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DTO MPO3BYUYAIO C OTKPOBEHHOW Yrpo30il, 1 AMUpeSb MocTapajach CMSATYUTh HAIpsKEHUE,
YT00 HE MPOBOLIMPOBATH €ro eIle OOJIbIIe:

— Tr1 Mue HpaBuibes. Kak 6par. Hegapom ke Mbl Tak TTOXOXKH.

— 3Haelp, KeHyIKa, — €ro rjia3a CBETWJIMCh B TEMHOTE, KaK KOIIAubM, TOJBKO CBET ObLI
cuHuM. — Eciii ThI He xouellb, 4To0 s1 TeOs1 Tpora, TO He 371U MeHs, IOHATHO?

— IonsiTHO! — AMEperns Oblla caMa CKPOMHOCTb M CMUPEHHUE.

OH OTKMHYJICSI HA COCEJHIOI MOAYIIKY U HIMPOKO 3eBHYI. IToToM mpunoaHsuics, NOATSHYJ
BIUIOTHYIO K KPOBATH CTYJI C OPYXKHEM.

— Tel nymaenib, Ha HAC KTO-TO MOXET HANacTh? — UCITyTaHHO IpollenTana AMUpeb, 3aMETUB
€ro MpUroTOBJICHHUS.

— MHe He NOHPaBUJIMCh HEKOTOPBIE TUIbl BHU3Y, — C TPEABKYIIIEHUEM Ipu3HaiIcs oH. — Cui-
KOM TMPUCTAJILHO OHU 32 Hamu HaOmonamu. He xouy, 4yTo0 3acTaim BpacIuiox.

— MoxeT ObITh, MHE TIOKapay/IUTh? — AMUpEb pelInia, 4To MpeJyCMOTPUTEILHOCTD He OyaeT
JIMIIHEN. — A Thl OTIOXHEIIb.

— Crm, He ep3ail. S citpliny, Kak MBIIIb CKpeOeTcs TOJ TOJIOM Ha HYbKHeM 3take. Eciu kto-To
nonpoOyeT MPOHUKHYTh K HaM HOYBIO, 51 TYT e MPOCHYCh, — YCIIOKOWJI OH ee U npukazan: — Crm! 51
HE X04y BO3UTBCS C TOOOH AHeM. Tak 4To mocrapaics Moaydile OTAOXHYTh, YTOOBI €XaTh Ha CBOEH
JIOIIA/IY, a HE BUCETh MEIIKOM Ha MHE.

It0 OBLIO XOTh U TPYOO, HO BEPHO, U AMUPEJb TOJIBKO TieuaibHO B3AoXHYMa. CTpaHHas y Hee
*u3Hb. Huuero He nonydyaercs Tak, kak xouercs. M kro Tomy BuHOM? KoposieBckasi KpOBb WU €€
HecyacT/MBasi IaHuja?

Bot 1 Myxa oHa nosyunia BOBCe He TAKOTo, Kak XOTeJ0Ch. 3HAUMT, OOMaHyJI ee COH, NOKa3aB-
mmiicsl BeuwM. [IpunomuHas Becenble cepple I1a3a, OHA YIUIbUIa B COH C €IMHCTBEHHOMN MBICTIBIO —
YBUJETh UX CHOBA.

[TpocHysack B OJIHOM TEMHOTE OT BHE3AITHO CeBILEro psiaoM PeppyHa. YcibixaB TOHKUM JIS13T
Meya, UCIIyTaHHO CIIPOCHJIa:

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

B ero rosoce nocnislmanoch pagocTHoe B30y KIeHHUE:

— Croa uryT Tpoe BOOPYKEHHBIX MYXHUKOB. [TozabaBumcs.

BcriomMHuB, Kak OH «103a0aBUJICS» CO CTPKHUKAMHU, JIMIIb BBIMOTHSIBIIMMU YYKOH MPHKa3,
AmMupesib B3IpOrHyJia.

— He nayo ux yousarts! — co ciie3amu B3MOJIMIACH OHA. — S IPUKaKy UM YHTH.

— W gro, onn Teds nociymaiot? — @eppyH HeIOBEPUMBO XMBIKHYII. — He Bepio.

— Ecnu onu He yiinyT, Toraa Tel ux yobenib. [Iporiry Te0s1, He Haio Oosble KpOBU U CMEpTei !

[Tocne Henonroro Mom4yaHusi, BO BpeMsi KOTOPOTO CIIBIIIAJIOCH TOJIBKO €ro HEIOBOJIBHOE COIle-
Hue, PeppyH HAaKOHEL Pa3pELI:

— Jlagno. ITpoOyii. [TocmoTpum, uto y TeOs moiayuutcs. — M mparmMatnyao 100aBWI: — A TO
MHE Ha I'psI3HOM MOCTENH criaTh HeoxoTa. KoMHaTKa 3/1ech MajieHbKasi, a KpoBH OyIeT MHOTO.

Bosne aBepu pazaasnock ese ciblHoe medypiiaHiue. AMUpeNb XoTeNa cpasy MprKas3arh, 4Too
HE3HAKOMIIbI yOrpasuch oTciona, Ho PeppyH 3axai eil pyKoi poT U MPOIIUIIeS Ha YXO:

— Ilyctb cHavasia BOMAYT, 1 XOUy BU/IETh UX HarJble MOP/bI!

[Tpunutock TepneanBo kAaTh, KOTAA JAEPEBSHHBIN 3aM0p CIOMAETCS, NEePENUIEHHBII OCTPhIM
TECaKOM, U B KOMHATy BOPBYTCSI Tpoe MyXHKOB. CKBO3b HE3aHABEIIEHHbIE OKHA ObLIM BUIHBI UX
OAHIUTCKUE POKH.

deppyH OTHST PYKY OT JMIla AMUpENb U TOJIKHYJ ee B OOK, MPU3bIBasi HAYMHATb.

— Croiite! — npukazanga OHa OCHUIIIIMM T'OJIOCOM, HAJIEsACh, YTO Y HEE XBATUT YBEPEHHOCTH C
HUMM CIIPABUTHCS.

Paz6oitHuku 3amepii.
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— Kakoro nemero! — oquH U3 HUX, MOXOXKeE, IIaBapb, CUINJICS CHEJIaTh XOThb LIar ¥ HE MOr. —
Thl 4TO, KONIYHBS?

PeppyH XpUILIO paCCMESIICA.

— 3p10poBo Thl Ux! A Teneps CpocH, 4Yero UM TYT HYKHO, U KTO X MOCHIAJ.

AmMupesns npuKasaa:

— Capimianu? OtBevaiite!

I'maBapp MenieHHO, ToMasi ce0si, TPOTOBOPHJI, 3AMTMHASICH HA KaXJIOM CJIOBE:

— OrpaOuTh XOTeJH, IIOTOM MOPENNTh. A MOCHUIATh HAC HUKTO HE TIOChLIAJ, MBI CaMU 10 cede.

— X03511H B J0J1e? — MPOJOJIKII BHITBITHIBaTh PeppyH, HO OAaHIUT MOTYAI, N30 BCEX CUJI CTHC-
HYB 3yOBl.

deppyH NOATONKHYI B 00K AMUpEIb, 1 Ta MOCTYIITHO BeJena:

— OTBeuaii Ha Bce BOIPOCHI !

B otBeT pazmancs ckpexer 3y00B M pblualiee «Jax».

— JlagHo, yKTail CBOIO AYIIECTIACUTENILHYIO MyPY U ITyCTh BRIMETHIBAIOTCS, 51 crlaTh xouy ! — dep-
PYH BOJIBITOTHO PACTSIHYJICSI HA MIOCTEJIM U 3aKUHYJI PYKH 3a TOJIOBY.

AmMupesns xoTena cKas3ars:

— «Hukorga 6osbliie He MPUUUHSATE Bpe JIIOASAM M UCTIPaBbTe yikKe CIeaHHOe 310! A Terepb
yXOOUTe!» — HO BMECTO 3TOr0 MOYEMY-TO MpHKa3aia: — VinuTe BHU3 U kKIUTE HAC BO ABOpE. YTpoM
MBI PEUINM, YTO C BaMH JeJIaTh.

Paznancs Tsoxenblii TONoT O6erynmx Hor, TIOTOM TPOXOT IO JIECTHHILIE U BCE CTUXJIO.

— Cnu! He gymato, 4To 3TOI HOUBIO €11 KTO-TO 3asIBUTCS, — 3¢BHYJ PeppyH. — A ¢ HUMU U
C XO35IMHOM pa30epemcs 3aBTpa.

AMupesb XxoTesa ClIpOCUTh Y HETO, YTO OH PEIlII CIeNaTh C MPECTYIHBIM TPAKTUPILIMKOM, HO
MyX yxke criasl. B31oxHyB, B 04epeIHOM pa3 MOCETOBajIa Ha HEHYKHOE BMEIIATEIbCTBO KOJIIOBCKOTO
KaMH$l, CBEpHYJIaCh KaJJaYMKOM TOJIJIe HETO M 3aKpblla IJ1a3a.

CyKeHoro-psikeHOro He 3Bajia, HO BCe-TaKU HaJles1ach, YTO HA HOBOM MECTe €l IIPUCHUTCS TOT,
KTO TaK moHpaBwicsi. OH He MPUCHUJICS, HO OHA BIIEPBBIE 32 MOCTEIHEE BpeMs criayia 0e3MsATEeRHO,
BU/IMMO, W3-3a MPHUCYTCTBUS CHJIBHOTO MY)KYMHBI PSIOM. XOTsI HOpoB y PeppyHa ObLJT CKBEPHBIM,
OHa BCE PaBHO €My J0OBepsla.

YTpoMm npocHynach OT FPOMKHX BOILIEN CO IBOPA.

— INomorwure, moau 10Opbie, YOUBAIOT! — UCTOIITHBIN MOPOCSYUI BU3T pe3asl YIIIH.

Awmupenb nocmotpesa Ha KpoBatb. [Tycro! Tak ato ®eppyH BHU3Y pa3Biekaercsi? Murom ofe-
JIach M creTesna BHU3 M0 cKpumyyei JiectHulle. Ha rps3Hoil 3eMie HeUMIEeHOro JBOpa Ha KOJIEHSX
CTOSUIM: CaM XO35IMH MOCTOSUIOTO 1BOPA, MOAABAJIBIIMK U Ky4ep, C HUMHU €11e HECKOJIBKO MYKUKOB CO
3JIBIMU IJ1a3aMU. Bo3Jie KOHIOIIHYU TONMMIIKCH MOCTOSUTBLIBI U OCTAJIbHAS TIPUCITYTa, OOSI3JIMBO BBITJIS-
JbIBAIOIIIME U3-3a CJI0KEHHOTO PsIIOM C BOPOTaMU CTOT'a CEHa.

[Nepen npekJIOHEHHBIMU JTIOABME pacxaxuBasl PeppyH, HEOPEKHO MOMAXUBAIOLIIIA OOHAKEH-
HBIM MEYOM. AMHpEIb KUHYJIACh K HEMY.

— Yt0 THI enaenip? — OHAa CXBaTWJIAa €ro 3a PyKy C MEUOM, CO BCEW CUJIbI MOTSIHYB €€ BHU3,
MBITASICHh OMyCTUTh. PeppyH Ha ee yCuiMs BHUMaHUS He 00paThJI, Kak He 3aMeTHJI Obl CEBIIYI0 eMy
Ha PYKy MyXy.

VYkazaB MeUOM Ha X035IMHa, BEJIE:

— A Hy, CIIpocU-Ka €ro, KTo y HUX Bce 3T0 opranu3oBai? Kto momy4an Gonblnyio JO0 OT
pa3bosi? A TO OH MHETCsI, TOBOPUTH He XellaeT. A, MOXeT, U Ooutcs, He moimy. Cam cripammBarhb
HE X0uy, 00I0Ch YOUTh paHbllle BPEMEHH.

AmupeIts IIIyXuM OT BO3MYIIIEHHSI TOJIOCOM MOBTOpMIIA rprKa3. OHa 3Hama o pa3doe Ha 00Jb-
KX IOpOrax, HO JiyMasia, 4To Ha IMOCTOSUIBIX IBOpax OOSAThCS HEYETO, MX ke MOCTOSTHHO MPOBEPSIIOT
SMUCCApbl TAWHOTO ChICKA.

[ToMsBIIMCH YYTOK, XO35IMH NTPU3HAJICS:
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— JKeHa mMos1 B 3TOM JieJie TIaBHasi. DTO OHA U JIIOZIe HyKHBIX Halllla, ¥ HarpablIeHHoe Mpoja-
Basa. be3 Hee B 9TOM Jejie HUKaK.

Awmmpens cama, 6e3 noackazku PeppyHa, MoBepHy/Iach K HaOMIOAABIIAM 32 HUMH JHOASAM U
3BOHKO IpHKa3aa:

— Xo341iKa, uau-Ka cromga!

K Hum ene-ene, 3arerasich 06 cOOCTBEHHBIE HOTH, MPHOIU3MIACH TOJCTYXa B HEOMPATHOM
CEepOM IIJIaThe, C KPACHBIM OT HAMPSDKEHHUs JIMIIOM ¥ TIEPBBIM JEJIOM 3aBOIUIIA!

— Ila Bpet oH Bce! §1 HUKOMY HUKaKoro 371a He faenana! 91 3aBcerna o moasx nekycs! U yopats,
Y IIPUTOTOBUTH — BCE HA MHe!

— Tuxo! — Amupens nomopiuiack. — ['oBopu npasay! 1o THl I1aBapb OaH/BI, YTO MyTHUKOB
BO CHe yOuBasa u rpabuna?

Bo nBope Bouapwiack THmmHA. Bee ciymanu, 4to oTBETUT TONCTYXa. Ta, COPOCMB Macky
CKPOMHHUIIbI, TOPAO MOAOOYEHUIIACh, yIiepsia pyKU B OOKa U BHINAJIWIIA:
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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