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AHHOTaAIUSA
@®eppyn B Cepepcrane. YpaacTcs U €My HaWTH MaruyecKuu
OCKOJIOK M3 KOPOHBI Koponeil TepmuHyca, 3a KOTOpbIM OH IyCTHJICS
B CTOJIb JJOJITMH M OIACHBIN ITyTh, M HEBPEAUMBIM, BMECTE C BHE3AITHO
0OpeTeHHO! KEeHOM, BEPHYThCSI OOPAaTHO, B YeM €My BCEMH CHIIAMH
nbITaeTcs nomerars Kopoib CeBepcrana.
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I'naBa nepBas

B manom 3ane s 3aceaHuil BOKPYT OBAJIBHOTO CTOJA CH-
JIeJT YJIEHbI KOPOJIEBCKOM AMHACTUU, BXOIUBIIINE B BepXoBHbIii
Coger Ceepcrana. [Ipuniy OcTop, TUIOTHO MEpes 3TUM OTKY-
IIaBIINI, OTKPOBEHHO TMOXparbiBal B yIOOHOM Kpeciie, pa3Ba-
JIMBILXCH U IPUOTKPBIB POT. OCTaIbHBIE YWIEHBI COBETA PA3MBIIII-
JIST KTO O YeM, MPEKPACHO MOHUMAsI, UTO UX MHEHHE JIJIsI KO-
poist CeBepcTaHa HAYETO He 3HAUMT, U MPUIJIAIIEHBl OHU CIofa
T OJ1arofapsi BEKOBOW TPaJAUIIUY.

CupeBluil Bo rmase ctosia TOppeH, cypoBO XMypsICh, JeJial
BUJI, UTO CITyIIAET JOKJIaJ] CEeHEIaIsi O COOBITHSX, CITyYUBIIUXCS
B CTpaHe 3a BpeMs ero orcyTcrBusi. OIMH €ro CypoBBIM B3IJISIT
HABOAWJI TPETIeT Ha BCeX CUSINIUX B 3aj1e. [ /15 Ha ero B3bICKa-
TEJIbHOE JINLIO, HUKTO U MPEICTABUTH HE MOT, YTO KOPOJIb IIOIPO-
CTY HE CJIbIIAJ CJIOB — OH JyMaJs O MPEeJIeCTHON JeBOYKE, KILY-
HIEH €ro B CIaJIbHE.

OT OIHOM MBICIM O TOM, YTO YK€ COBCEM CKOPO OH CMOXET
MIBUIKO MPHKAThCS K €€ Ty0aM M CIIUThCS ¢ HEell B OJJHO LIeJoe,
BCE JIeJIa KOPOJIEBCTBA Ka3aliCh MEJIKUMU M HEHYXKHbIMU. U 110-
TpeOHOCTh CUJIETh 3/1ECh, [IeIasi YMHOE JIMIIO, yTHeTaNa.

[IpepriBasi AOKJIA]1 CeHeImas, B 3a1 BCTYIUJ Ille OJIUH YeJIo-
BEK M 3aMep Ha Iopore, He 3axo/s BHYTpb. Bee, Kak onuH, 1o-
BEPHYJIUCh K HeMy U nodnenHenu. Koponbs Toke mocMoTpen Ha
HEro ¥ HeJIOyMEeHHO TIPUTIONHSLT OpPOBb.



UYro 31ech HY)KHO 35110pMeHy Berte, riaBe TailHOro KOpoJieB-
ckoro chicka? Kak 00bIYHO, IpHHEC TypHBIE BECTH? DX, KaK He
BoBpeMs! ToppeH paccuMThIBaJI MUHYT Y€pe3 JECATh 3aKOHYUTh
COBelllaHKe U MepelTu K OoJiee MPUSATHBIM JIeJlaM B COOCTBEHHOM
cnanbHe. He momyuntcs. OO1eHue ¢ a110pMeHOM, Kak MpaBy-
JI0, PACTATABAJIOCH HA HECKOJIBKO YaCOB.

— YT0-TO CpOUYHOE, YBaXkaeMbI IJ1aBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOIO
ChICKa? — CIIPOCHJI OH, BCE €I1Ie HAaJIEsACh OTIENAThCS OT HACTBIP-
HOT'O TIO/IJAHHOTO.

— YpesBbualiHO CPOYHOE U BAXKHOE, BALlle BEJINYECTBO, — Bet-
Te ObLT KaK-TO OCOOEHHO XMYP.

Ero koctioM ObUT B HEOOBIYHOM Oecropsiike, Ha KOCTOYKax
NPaBO PYKW BHUIHEJMCh KPACHOBATHIE IIPaMbl, OYATO KTO-TO
YMYIPWICS MOTPbI3Th NJOPMEHY IAcTh. Kopois, HenoymeBas,
rajiai, Kto Ob1 310 Mor ObITh. Cobaka? Ho kak Takoe JomycTut
cam J10pMeH?

OTBniekasi ero, Mpo3Bydasn TpeOoBaTenbHbI Borpoc Berre,
CKOpee Jlaxe MpUKas:

— Bbl MOXeTe ynenuTs MHE KpYIHUIly Balero AParoleHHOro
BpPEMEHHU, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO?

Ero ToH ObUT HPOHUYHBIM, JJa’Ke BBI3BIBAOIIUM. TOppeH Mo-
HsUI, YTO JIEJIO W BIPSAMb HE TEPHUT omiararenbcTB. CMUpUB-
IIMCh, HEOPEKHBIM KMBKOM OTOCJIAJ POIMYEH MPOYb U BeJTYe-
CTBEHHBIM JKECTOM BeJIeJl [JIaB€ TAHOI'O ChICKAa 3aHATh MECTO
rnojyJie ceods.

CeB B mpeyIOKEHHOE €My Kpecno, Berre poxpaics, Koraa



3aJ1 TIOKUHET TOCeIHUN TPeICTaBUTEIb KOPOJEBCKOM CEeMbH,
U3yyalle MOCMOTPEN Ha KOPOJISl U TOJBKO TOTJa C HaropoM
TIPOU3HEC:

— Ha Amupens He AeUCTBYIOT 3alllMTHBIE aMyJIEThI, Ballle Be-
JINYECTBO!

ToppeH mocMoTpes Ha YKpaIaBIUi ero pyKy OpacieT u yco-
MHMJICS:

— 10ro He MoxeT ObITh! S He nogYMHSAIOCH eii!

DJI0pMEH OTPULIATEIBHO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOIA.

— DTO BBI TAK CUUTAETE, MOI KOpOJIb. Baria n3dpanuuiia mpo-
CTO He BbljIaBasa cebs1. 51 Toxe ObLT yBEpeH, UTO C aMyJIETOM IPO-
TUBOJEWCTBUS MHE €€ MPUKa3bl He CTPaIlHbI, HO omuroOcs. bomnee
TOro, — IVIaBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA CKPUBUJICS U OpO-
CWJI CKOH(DYKEHHBIW B3IVIA]] HA CBOIO MOKOLIAHHYIO PYKY, — OHA
MOJKeT YIPaBJISITh JTIOIbMU MbIcieHHO! [lake He BCiyx!

Kopostio 3T0 mokasanock MOJTHOUN epechio, M OH MO3BOJUI ceOe
IPEeHeOPEKUTEILHO YCMEXHYThCS.

— C yero BbI 3T0 B3sIn?

DTa ycMelKa 3ajielia TopeIMBOro ceBepcTaHiia.

— OHa ryJsija no ABOPIOBOM IUIOIIAAN BO BpeMsi Balllel KO-
pOHAIIMK BOIIPEKHU BallleMy 3arpeTy. S Mmeitajics OCTAaHOBUTH €€
¥ HE CMOT, XOTsSI Ha MHe ObLT 3TOT amyJieT. bonee Toro — mo ee
MIpUKa3y s CTaJ COBEPIIAThH HeJIETble MOCTYNKHU, KOTOPblE HUKO-
I7a He CoBepIni Obl cam!

Koposio He XoTenoch B 9TO BEPUTbD.

— Bo3moxkHO, Balll aMmyJIeT UCIOPTUJICS 7 — IPETIONOKUI OH.



— PanpIne oH feiicTBOBasI 0€30TKa3HO, MOM KOPOJIb, — JJIOP-
MEH ITPUITOMHIJT OTBPATUTEJIBHBIN BKYC COOCTBEHHOT'O KYJIaKa BO
PTY, CBOKO OECITIOMOIITHOCTb M HETOyIOIe KOHCTaTUPOBa: — bo-
10Ch, CUJIBl AMHpEIb 3a MOCJIeJHEEe BpeMsl YCHUIIWIUCh. MHOro-
KPaTHO.

— Kak 310 MOMIO MpOon301TH? — MOMPAYHEB, 3aJAJ1 YACTO PU-
Topuyeckui Borpoc ToppeH, yxe npeanonaras, 4To CIy4usioch.

— OHna Haiwta amyset koposieBsl JIycuu, — noaTBepau ero ao-
rajiky Berre. — Buguimo, oH ObLT HE CITUITIKOM XOPOIIIO CIPSTAH.

— He cimmmkom xopomo cripAtad? — BO3MYIIEHHO ITOBTOPUJ
3a HUM KOpOJib. — [la MOM IIpe/Iku UCKaJlu €ro Bce BpeMs C MO-
MEHTa MpPONaXu, a UMEHHO Tocsie cMepTh ABnotus Tperbero!
Bech aBopen npodecanu cBepxy J1oHu3y. [IpoBepeHO ObLTO BCe
J0 TIOCJIeIHEro JoruMa. Mo ie 1 OTell TOXE ITUM 3aHMMAJIUCh
Y HUYEro He Haluim!

Berte passen pykamu. B cBoux BeIBogax OH ObUT yBEpEH.

— Torga ocraercst ogHO: — aMyJieT To3Bai ee cam. He 3Haio
KaK, HO KaMeHb Terepb y Hee OAHO3HAYHO. U 310 cMepTebHO
OIACHO M JJIs Bac, u it Beero CeBepcrana. Hukoria He 3Haellb,
YTO MOKET B30PECTH B FOJIOBY JIEBYOHKE, PYKOBOAUMOW Maruye-
CKUM KamMHeM. Bpsii Tu OHa CMOXeT OYMHUTH ero cede.

Kopousb rysko ChJIOTHYN 1 HarpsAres.

— HemnpaBna. OHa He MPUYMHUT MHE HEeNpUsSITHOCTEN. Tak e
KaK M CBOEU CTpaHE.

DnaopMeH MOMpPaBIl €ro, HEMPUSIZHEHHO OCKJIA0SICh:

— He npuumnHsiia, OTOMy 4TO BBl €€ HE TPOrajau. A eciu en



He TI0 JyIlle TO, 4TO BBl coOupaetech ¢ Hell crnenars? Eciu ona
permt Mctuth? Torma Mel Bce OyZieM COBEpIIIEHHO Oe33aIluTHBL.
BcnomnuTe, Bellb I71aBbl 3HATHEUIIIMX POIOB KOPOJIEBCTBA YKE
MOKJISUTUCH € B BepHocTH! Ecin He cTaHeT Bac, uTo 1151 Hee BO-
BCe He IMpo0dJiemMa, OHA CTAHOBHUTCS €JMHOBJIACTHON KOPOJICBOM !
U 310 He obcyxkaaercs. [IpoTUBONENCTBOBATH €l He CMOXET HH-
KTO.

[loH$B ero npaBoTy, KOPOJIb 3aKPbUI pyKaMH JIMLIO U TUXO 3a-
croHasl. Heyxto y AMupens ObUT CTOJb AaIeKO MIYITUH T1aH ?
OH B 3TO HE BEpUIL.

— Konaynbio Hayio yopaTs! — riaBa TaifHOTO ChicKa ObLT Ge3-
anesutssumoHeH. — [Ipuyem kak MoxHO ObicTpee. [Ipore Bcero
HIBBIPHYTb B €€ MOKOU CKJISIHKY C YIYHIUIUBBIM ra30M U IJIOTHO
3aKPBITh JIBEPb.

— Her, — KOpoJib MOIHSIT TOJIOBY M C BBI30OBOM MOCMOTPEN Ha
MPa4YHOTro coOeceIHUKA. — DTOro s He MO3BOJIO!

— Torga roroBbTeCh NOTEPATH MPECTOJ, Ballle BEJIUYECTBO! —
3710 OTPYOHJI IJIaBa TAITHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa. — Eciu BhI ro-
TOBBI JKUTh, KaX/Iyl0 MUHYTY OXHJasl yiapa B CIIMHY, TO s BaM
HUYEM [OMOYb HE MOTY.

OH BcTaJ1, HE CJMIIIKOM HU3KO MOKJIOHWICS U BbILLIE, TOCTe -
HVMIMU CJIOBAMH pyrasi po ceOst KOpoJIs 3a TITYITYI0 MSTKOTEIOCTh
Y UJUOTCKYIO BIIIOOJIEHHOCTb.

OcraBuich oavH, TOppeH THEBHO 3apblyall, OTKMHYB T'OJIOBY
u J10 6o cxaB Kynaku. EMy He xoTenoch Beputh Berte, HO oH
MOHMMAJI, 4TO TOT He BpeT. Jla u 3auem? Ero cioBa jierko mpo-



BEpUTh, UTO OH CelYac u ciesaer.

HemHoro nmomems, 4To0 YCIIOKOUTHCS, KOPOJIb HATIPABUIICS
B cBoM nokou. CioBa angopmena ero ooeckypaxkwiu. Eciu Bet-
T€ 1paB, U AMUPESIb MOXET yIPABIATH JIIOJbMU JaKE MbICJICH-
HO, HE OTKpbIBasl pTa, TO YTO €l CTOMT 3aCTaBUTh €r0 OTPEUbCS
OT TPOHA B CBOIO Nonb3y? Jla HUYero.

Ho oH Bce paBHO oT Hee He oTkaxercda. Hu 3a uro. Ilpen-
CTaBUB €€ HEeBEpOsITHbIE CUHME I71a3a, MaHSIIUEe PO30BbIe T'yObl,
YCKOPWJI IIIar ¥ 4yTh He mobdexan. PacnmaxHys qBepu B ee IOKOU
Y HEKHO NO3BaJ:

— Amupeiib! — HUKTO He OTKJIMKHYJICSA. OH KPUKHYJI ellie pas,
norpomue: — AMupelib, goporasi!

OTtBeroMm emy OblJTa MEepTBeHHasl TuIMHA. Hexoporiee npe-
JyBCTBUE IMPOH3UJIO I'Py/ib. TOppeH OBICTPBIMU IIAraMu 0OOIIIENT
CMAJIbHIO ¥ MaJyI0 TOCTUHYIO, OTJIaHHYIO el nioj Oymyap. ITycro.
[TpoBepui1 Bce ee KOMHATbI, TOTOM CBOM U Ja’ke B TapAepoOHOI
cpeau onex bl nocmotpes. Hukoro.

Beiien U3 nokoeB, ¢ KAMEHHBIM JIMIIOM CITPOCKJI CTPaXKHU-
KOB, JIC)KYPUBIIHUX Y BXO/1a, HE BbIxogwia u Amupenb. CTpaxk-
HUKH, BCE C aMyJIeTaMH MPOTUBOAEHCTBUS, JPYKHO OTBETUIIHU,
YTO MOKOM BOOOIIE HUKTO HE TIOKUAAIL.

Torma oH BbI3Bajl KAMEPUCTKY C TOPHUYHOM U CBOMX JIOBEPEH-
HBIX cayr. [Ipukazan uM oOBICKaTh TIOKOU W BBISICHUTbH, YTO MC-
ye3so. becc cpazy moraganack, 4Tto CIy4msIoch, W, MOOJIETHEB,
PbSIHO MPUHSLIACH 32 TOUCKH.

Koposnb cunen B cBoemM JIMYHOM KaOuHeTe, OJieTHbIH, KaK y3-



HUK, U3 KOTOPOTO MBITKOW BHITYCTHJIN BCIO KPOBb. CXKUMAI B Py-
Kax OOKaJI ¢ BUHOM, YyBCTBOBAJI JIMYAlIIIee pa30dapoBaHue U He
3HaJI, YTO EMY JIeJIaTh.

[maBa TallHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOrO ChICKa ObLT MPaB — JOBEPSATh
Awmuperns Ob110 Heib3s1. OHa cOekaia Jaxke Mmocje Toro, Kak OH,
IO CYTH, OTJAJ €i CBOIO KU3Hb!

W He TONMBKO XU3HBL — MpeHeOperasi BCEMH 3aKOHaMHU KOpPO-
JIEBCTBA, CO3JJAHHBIMU €r0 BEJIMKUMU MPEeIKaMU, OH PEIlnI BO3-
BecTU Ha TpoH Oacrapaa! ITycTh 3aMacKMpOBAaHHOTO TOJT 3aKOH-
HOro peOeHKa, HO, 1Mo CyTH, yomonka! M BOT yeM oHa emy OT-
naruial

Crosb yepHOit HeOIarogapHOCTH KOPOJIb ellle He 3Haul. Tenephb
BCE TO, O Ye€M T'OBOPUJI €My IJ1aBa TAWHOTO ChICKA, U BO YTO EMY
OTYasTHHO HE XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh, OKA3aJIOCh KECTOKOW HETTPUTJIS/I-
HOW MPaBIOK.

Amwupenb BIIOJTHE MOKET 3aX0TeTh BJIACTH, MYCTh He ceryvac, a
B Oyaymiem. U craner koponeBoii. I Bo3bmer cebe Myxka, ¥ 3TO
Oyner He oH. U pomut meteil, KOTOpble 3aKOHHO MPUMYT y Hee
NIPECTON ¥ KOPOHY.

W crapunHas AMHACTHS, IPEACTaBUTEIeM KOTOPOU OH sIBJIsI-
eTcsl, IpepBeTCsl.

OH HE MOKET 3TOro JOIMyCTUTb.

Ee nmpenatenscTBO BCe periaer.

JloK 1aBIIMCh, KOTIA CYTU ¢ OeJIbIMU OT CTpaxa JIMIAMHU JI0-
JIOXWJIA €My TO, O YeM OH JaBHO JOTaJIaJICsI, BeJiesl TO3BaTh IJia-
BY TAMHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa. TOT sIBUJICS OBICTPO, IOHUMAS,



9TO YK€ TPOU3OIILIO.

— AmMupenb ucuesna, — 3asiBui1 ToppeH, e1Ba 3JIA0pMeH OTBe-
CHUJI ITOI00AIOIIMI TTOKJIOH. — B Moelt ofexe.

ToT HUUYTh HE YAVBUICS.

— 4 sroro u oxugan. Ho cmero Bac 3aBeputh, Balle BeIMYe-
CTBO, U3 JJBOPIIA OHA HE BBIXOAWJIA, BO BCSIKOM CJlyuyae, U3 JiBe-
peu, UxX BCero Bocemb. S1 mpoBepuit Bee.

— Kax BbI 3T0 MOI/IH caieniaTh ? — KOpOJTb TOKa3al coOeCeTHUKY
Ha OyTBUIKY C BUHOM, TIpe/Ijiarasi BbIIUTh, HO TOT OTPHUIIATEIEHO
Ka4yHYJI TOJIOBOMl. — BBl e camu yTBepxkJIaere, 4YTo OHa MOXKET
NIPUKAa3aTh, U €€ HUKTO He YBUAMT. VI He 3aITOMHUT, UTO BUJIE.
HapepHsika oHa Takoe ¥ MPOBEPHYJIa C MOUMHU JTIOJIbMH.

— BuHO 3aTymMaHuBaeT MO3rH, — )ECTKO CKa3aJl IJlaBa TAHHOTO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA, HEOMOOPUTETBHO TIISTHYB Ha OOKaJT B pyKax
KOPOJISL.

— A MHe OHO He0OXOMMO, — MpavyHO Mpu3HaJics: ToppeH, Tis-
151 BOKPYT pacOKYCUPOBAaHHBIM B3IsIOM. — CIMIIKOM BHe-
3aITHO Bce Mmpoun3omnio. Koraa skiemib v Bepuillb, IpeaaTeIbCTBO
0COOEHHO OOJIE3HEHHO.

OH He mpou3HeC CJIOBO «JII00OBb», U BeTTe ObUT eMy 3a 3TO
ucKpeHHe OnarojapeH. He xBaranio emy eire BIOOJIEHHBIX yTe-
1aTh !

— BBISICHUT 51 3TO OYEeHb MPOCTO, — COM3BOJIAJI, HAKOHEII, T10-
SICHUTB. OH TEPIETh HE MOT TbSIHBIX, M KOPOJIb UCKJIIOUEHUEM He
ObU1. UTO TOJIKY TOBOPUTH C UEIOBEKOM, HE CLIOCOOHBIM TOYHO
BOCITPUHUMATH JAEUCTBUTEIFHOCTh? — BOKpyT ABOpIIA CTOSAT MOU



monu. [Tpuyem Tak, 4ToO HE CIBIIIATH HUYEro U3 MPOUCXO/ISIIIe-
ro. Ho Bumers. Tak BOT, MHE HUKTO HE HOJIOKMI O TOM, 4TOO
KTO-TO, TIOXOXHIA HA Ballly U30paHHMILY, BBIIIEIT U3 JIBEPEH U Tie-
pecek orpaay. 3HauuT, OHa yIuIia apyrum nyteMm. Vi BooOiie
e1rie BO JBOPIIE.

ToppeH sIpoCTHO 3aTpsiC TOIOBOM, C TPYIOM COCpe0TaYnBa-
SICh.

— Ecnu, kak BB yBepsieTe, OHa MOXKET YIPABJIATh JIIOABMU Oe3-
MOJIBHO, TO Balllv JIEHCTBUS OeccMbIcieHHbl. OHa MOTJIa MpuKa-
3aTh, YTOO €€ HUKTO He 3aMeyall, TOIBLKO U BCEro.

DI0pMeEH TIPUIIYPUJICS, OLIEHUBAsI, CTOUT JIM COOOIIATh KO-
pOJII0 HaliIeHHbIe UM CBelieHus. PelvB, 4To OT COKPBITHS WIH
pasriialleHrs uX BCce PaBHO HUUYETO He M3MEHUTCSI, BECOMO MPO-
W3HEC:

— $1 monHs TaliHBIe KICTOYHUKHY, HAITMCAHHBIC CBUJICTENISIMU O
’KU3HU KopoJieBsl Jlycun. Tak BOT, TaM MPsIMO TOBOPUTCS — OHA
yIpaBJisijia JIOAMH TOJIBKO Ha pacCTOsiHUU cibimumoctu! Uy
HAC HET OCHOBAHUWH TMpEeIoiarath, YT0 AMHUpPETb MOXET OO0Jb-
me. Y& ckopee MeHbllle. XapakTep y Hee ropasfo ciadee. bo-
10Ch, OHa BoOOIIIe moarnaia nox BiaacTb CeKyHI0, a Ha YTO OH
crocoOeH 0e3 KOHTPOJIsS CBOETO BJIaJIeIbIla, Mbl HE 3HACM.

— To ecTb ee BNOIHE MOXHO YOUTh? — B TOJIOCE KOPOJISI CIIbI-
I11aJ1aCh OMAacKa 3a CBOIO JTIOOUMYIO.

— BrionHe, — Ge3MATEKHO COIJIaCHIICS TJIaBa TAlHOTO KOPO-
JIEBCKOTO chicKa. — Kak 1 mo6oro yenoBeka. Y Hac €cThb JIyKU U
CTpesibl, apOasieTsl U apOaeTHbie OONTh. U OMBITHBIE JTyUHUKA



u apbOanerunku. OHU BIOJHE CHPABATCS C 9TOM 3a1aueii. Bam
CTOUT TOJBKO TMpUKa3aTh. HallTh MBI ee cMOXeM, OHa CITMIIKOM
NPUMETHA, YTOO CKPBIThCS.

— Her, — xoposib OYyBCTBOBaJ AUKUI CTpax 3a Hee, TAKYIO
crnalyio 1 Xpymnkywo. — Yousats ee s 3anperniaio! Ho noiimars —
npukasbBaio. Ho 6e3 wieHoBpenutenscTBa! Kak MoxkHO Msrye!

— Ilpu monmKe BO3MOXHBI BCSIKUE CUTYAIIMU, MO KOPOJb, —
BKpaurBo 3ameTui1 Berte. — §1 He Mory rapaHTupoBarhb ee 0e3-
OIAaCHOCTb.

— Ecnu ee mpuzeTcst orymmTh MpH MOUMKE, TO Ha 3TO 5 CO-
r1acue J1alo, — )KecTKO OTBEeTUJ Kopoiib. — Ho He Gonee!

DnaopMeH NOKJIOHUIICS, TIPsYa JIyKaBble I71a3a.

— Crnenaio Bce, UTO B MOMX CHJIAaX, — XOJIOAHOBATO 3aBEPHJI
OH. — BbI M03BOMMTE MPOBEPUTH BaIlv MOKOU? YBEPEH, YCKOMb3-
HyJIa OHA U3 HUX.

— OHu B BaIlleM pacropsKeHUM, — YIPYUYEHHbI KOPOJb ObLI
HEMHOT'OCJIOBEH.

[MomHsuics M BBIIIET U3 KOMHATHI, YTOO HE MEIIaTh TIOMCKaM.
[Mporen mo GECKOHEYHBIM KOPUIOPaM JIBOPIIA, 3AJI0XKUB PYKH
3a cruHy. BerpeuaBiivecs Ha MyTH NPUABOPHbIE CKIIOHSIINCH B
HU3KUX MOKJIOHAX, JaMbl JIeJIaJIi ITyOOKHE PEeBEPAHCHI, MO3BO-
JISIBINIME 3aTJISTHYTh B UX JIEKOJIBTE TOPa3/Io TIIyOXke, HeXKeIu J03-
BOJISUTM TIPUJIMYHMSI, HO OH HEe OTBEYaJsl, He BUIS HUKOTO M HUYEro
BOKPYT.

Bce BOKpyT Ka3aJloch €My CEpbIM U YHBUIBIM, []a U CaMa )KU3Hb
oOb1a He Muiia. [Tokyna oH ObUT yBEpeH, uTo AMUpeb OyleT mpu-



HaJlJiekaTh eMy JI0 TeX MOp, MOKa He HAaJI0ECT, UTO MPE/ICTABIs-
JIOCh MQJIOBEPOSITHBIM, MUP BOKPYT CBEPKAJI IPKUMU KPaCKaMHu,
OBLJIO pajid Yero J0OUBAThCS U BJIACTH, M TIOBUHOBEHHM S TTOJIJIaH-
HBIX.

Tenepp Bce nmomeHsuiock. M TOBKO OTTOrO, 4TO OH HEmpa-
BUJIBHO OLIEHWMJI IIOMBICJIBI 3TOM IIIYCTPOU AeBUIIbI. IS 4ero oHa
coexana? Heyxenu OH HACTONBKO €i MPOTHUBEH?

B 310 He Bepuitoch adcomoTHO. Bee jkeHIMHBI BOKPYT pajibl
OKazarbcd B ero nocrenu. M He ckpsiBatot sroro. bosee toro —
3aBJIEKAIOT €0 BCEMU MBICIMMBIMU Iy TSAMUA. 3HAYUT, 3[1ECh YTO-
TO JApyroe?

B rosnoBy nmpuxonuia oHa TOJIBKO MBICIIb, YK€ BbICKa3aHHAs
[JIaBOW TAaHOTO ChICKA: edl MOHpaBwiach BiacTb. OH 1o cebe
3HAJI, KaK 3aTATMBAET HACIAKACHUE HEOIPAHUYEHHOW BJIACTBIO,
KaK OHO TEIIUT CaMOTIoOue.

HeyxTo oHa nonaiach Ha 3TOT ke Kpio4yok? OH nombitancs
BCIIOMHUTb €€ CJIOBA, B3IJIsIbl, HACTPOEHHE U He cMoT. B ee nipu-
CYTCTBUM BCE €T0 CHUJIbl YXOAWIY Ha CACPKUBAHUE ECTECTBEHHBIX
MY3KCKHX JKEJIaHUM, Pa3roBapyBaIv OHU KparlHe MaJlo.

B pe3ynbTate oH He 3HaeT 0 HeWl MPaKTUYEeCKU HUYero!

Ocraercs HaneATbCS HA TAWHBIA CBICK U €r0 SMHUCCAPOB U
areHToB. OH CJIBIITIAJT MHOTO BOCXHUITIEHHBIX POCCKa3Hel 00 Mx
U300peTaTeNIbHOCTH, YyThe U JIOBKOCTU B TIOMMKE MPECTYITHU-
KOB. BOT mycTh 1 I0KaXyT 3TO Ha Aejie. AMUPESb AJIsl HEro Bax-
Hee Bcero Ha ceete. Eciu oHa He Oyjer HaiijjeHa, TO CMBICI CO-
JepKaTh TaKylo JAOPOTYI0 M TPOMO3IKYIO CITyKOy, KaK TalHbIA



KOPOJIEBCKUM ChICK, UCUE3HET. [la 1 CMBICIT €ro KU3HU — TOXKE.

[Non6exaBmImii CTPaKHUK MPUCTYKHYIT 00 TOJ IPEBKOM aJie-
6ap/pl ¥ C TOPOIUIMBLIM MOKJIOHOM JIOJIOKKIT:

— Moii kopob, ang0pMeH Berte npocut Bac ripoiitu B Oyayap
TOCIIOKUA AMUPETb.

«Hanum taiHbliA X017 — MPOMEJBKHYJIO B I'OJIOBE IIPUHIIA. —
[Tpsimo y meHs noa Hocom? Kak 310 MOkeT ObITh ?»

OH nocrienui B CBOM NMOKOU, 0OOTHAB TociiaHna. [ 1aBa tai-
HOT'O KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MPAyHO CTOSUI Y CTE€HbI, MOKPBITOM
MeJIBEKbel MKYPOU, 3alyMUNBO TOTJIaXKUBAsI YUCTO BHIOPUTHIN
NoA0OPOIOK.

— Yo 310? — KOpOJIb MOJOIIEN K HEMY U TOXE YCTaBUJICS Ha
creHy. — Bl uTO-TO OOHApY)KUIN?

— Ilocmotpute BHU3, MOW KOpOJb, — Berre omyctun pyky,
yKa3blBasi HA YTO-TO BUIUMOE EMY OTHOMY.

Koposnb Briisiiencs B CThIK MEk/1y MOJIOM U CTEHOU.

— Huyero He BuXy, — BoIHYK/IeH ObUT pu3HaTh. — CTeHa Kak
crera. Yto 0cOOEHHOTO BBl B HEH yriisiienu?

DJIOpPMEH 4YyTh CIBIIIHO B310XHYJ. Koposb cunrasncs npo-
HULATEIbHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, HO HE BUJIEJI OUEBUIHOTO.

— Ilon 31ech MOMBIT OYEHB CTPaHHO. Be3ie OH niealibHO YKCT,
M TOJIBKO 371eCh Oestechle pa3Bombl BHU3Y. M OHM He cTupaiorcs,
TIOXOJKE, OCTaBJIEHB BEKOBOH MbLTBI0. CKOJILKO OBl CITyKaHKHU HU
IBITAIUCh UX OTMBITh, HUYETO HE BBIXO/WT.

Hacropoxwusiuiicss ToppeH ¢ cuiioil pBaHyJl 3aKpbIBAIOLIYIO
CTEHy MEIBEXbIO IIKYpy, cOpocuB ee BHU3. [IpHKphIB Tasa,



MIPOBEJT PYKOU O Ka3aBIIeics uiealbHO POBHOM, O€3 TPEIvH U
3a3yOpuH, IOBEPXHOCTH.

— 3a cTeHOU 4yBCTBYIO X0J10]1 U IycTOTy. [ToXoXe, BBl MpaBHl,
3nech TarHbiid xoa. Ho kak ero Hailtu? M Kak OTKPbITH?

— 41 Toxe 06 3TOM 1ymMato. MOKHO, KOHEUHO, CJIOMaTh CTeHY,
HO JIBOpEILl CTPOWJIU HA COBECTb, U TAHbIE MEXAHU3MbI, OTPbIBA-
I0II[E XOJl, YHUUTOKUTh O4YeHb TPyAHO. [la U KTO 3HaeT, Kakue
CIOPIIPU3BI KYT TOTO, KTO MOMbBITAETCSI BOUTH B TAaHBIMA XOJ] HA-
cribHO? U He 1o Toro certuac. OnacHOCTB B TOM, UTO 3[1€Ch MOX-
HO HE TOJILKO BLIMTHU, HO 1 BOUTH. 3a4eM 3]1eCh HE3BAHBIE TOCTU ?
Tak 4TO BaM CTOMT MOMEHSTH MOKOU, & Y 9TUX Ha BCSAKHU CITy-
Yyail OCTaBUTb JOCTATOYHO CHJIbHBINA Kapaysl. Ho rinaBHOe — Hy K-
HO BBISICHUTb, Ky/Ia HAITPABUJIACh Ballla U30paHHUIIA, U TIOTOTO-
BUTh TaM 3acajy.

Koposnb ¢ Hasexka01 NocMOTpesT Ha J1I0pMEeHa.

— Bbl gymaere, ee ygactcs nomumarth?

['maBa TaltHOTrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA YBEPEHHO MOOOEIIAL:

— 910 HecnoxHOo. OaeBaTh-TO €1 YTO-TO HAJI0, HE BEK e OHa
OydeT mIeroiATh B BallUX IITaHax. Jlymato, 3a BelaMu oHa To-
enet B ABepHOYpr. To OTTy/a €€ YBOJIOK /I0pMeH ABEpH, 3Ha-
YUT, y HEEe TaM HaBEpHsSIKAa €CTh Kakoe-To xuiuile. [lomHuTe,
HaM O HEM roBopuJI Kynen? 3psi Mbl TOrJa HE y3HAUIU, IJIe OHO
HAXOIUTCsI, HO MbI OBICTPO 3TO BBISICHUM.

[Ipn ynomuHanuu BpiokTa, BO3OMHMBIIIETO, YTO MOKET Ke-
HUTHCS HA €r0 AMUpeJib, KOPOJb pa3ipakeHHO CKPUITHYII 3y0a-
MH.



— Bor nmeHHO, — BepHO MOHsI ero BenbliliKy rpag. — Ilo-
CKOJIbKY 3TOT HAIJIBIF KYMUMIIIKA 3HAET ee JOM, TO CMOKET HaM
ero v nokasarb. 1 yem ObiCTpee Mbl YCTPOUM B HEM 3acajy, TeM
ayuine. B ABepHOypr s noeny cam. Ho 17151 BepHOCTH pa3oluiio
MpUKa3 MO BCEM OTAEJIEHUSIM TallHOTO ChICKA CTPaHbl UCKATh CU-
HEerJIa3ylo JIEBYIIKY, CKPBIBAIOIIYIO JMIO. Ecim TakoBylo oOHa-
pyXar, myCTb HEMeJJIEHHO ITUTIOT MHE TOHIIA.

— W mHe! — HenoBosIbHO ITpUKa3a Koposib. — Ho nyuiie 51 no-
e/ly C BaMu.

— Hu B KOeM citydae, Moi KOpoJib! — BCTPEBOKUIICA I71aBA Tau-
HOT'O KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa. — Tora 1e1b Haiiero myTemecTBus
Oy/ieT U3BecTHa BceM, U AMUpENb TaM He MOSIBUTCS. Mbl JOJIK-
HBI IGUCTBOBATH CKPBITHO, 2 KAKast MOXET ObITh CKPBITHOCTB, €C-
JIM Bac BCE B CTpaHe 3HAIOT B Ju10? C BaMU MbI €€ HEITPEMEHHO
yryctum!

Hyia Toppena pBanach exartb 3a CBOe W30paHHUIIEH, HO ap-
rymeHTsl Berre Obutn BecombiMu. K ToMy ke, cTporo roBops,
CHOBA ye3’KaTh M3 CTOJIMIIBI OH ceOe TIO3BOJIUTh HE MOT. 3a Bpe-
MsI €0 OTCYTCTBHSI HAKOIUJIOCh CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO HEOTJIOXHBIX
ned. [Topa ObLJ10 AaTh MOHATH HAPOLY, YTO BpeMeHa U3MEHUJIHCh,
¥ 4TO BO IJIaBe TOCYIAPCTBA CTOUT JPYTo 4yesioBeK — TpedoBa-
TEJIbHBIM, HO CITPaBE/JIMBbIM.

— Xopoltilo, — BIHYX/IeH ObUI OH corylacuThesl ¢ BeTrte, — HO
Oy/IbTe KpaiiHe OCTOPOKHbI M He MPUYMHSNTE AMHUPEh HUKAKO-
ro Bpena! IIpocro yceinure!

— KoneuHo, — 6e3ponoTHO cornacucs IiaBa TalHOTO CHICKA,



He coOMpasiCh BHINIOJIHATH pacrnopsbkeHue Kopods. [loururens-
HO MOKJIOHWJICSA, co0OImuB: — MHe nopa. HyxHo cnetnmts. AMu-
pesib MOXET OBITh YK€ JajieKo, OHa oTlepekaeT Hac Ha Mapy ya-
coB. Hayio ycnerb ycTpouTh 3acafy, MOTOM 3TO OyzeT ciesarh
CJIOXKHEE.

OH oTnpaBWiICA B IIABHOE OTJEJIEHWE TAaUHOIO ChICKA, pac-
TMIOJIOKEHHOE Ha JIPYTOM KOHLIE KOPOJIEBCKOM ILIOIMAaau. Benen
3anpsAraTb KOHed B KapeTy, B3sil ¢ COOOW HECKOJIBKO OMBITHBIX
SMMCCApOB M JBaLATh YeJIOBEK cTpaxu. [IpoaukToBan nomor-
HUKY IIPUKa3 O MOMCKE CKPBIBAIOIIEH JIMLO JEBYIIKHA C CUHHU-
MHU [JIa3aMU, pacriopsAIuIICs Pa30ciaTh €ro Mo BCEM OTACJIEHUAM
TallHOTO ChICKA U MOMYaJicsi B ABEpHOYpr, OTKy/a NOJIroAa Ha-
3a]] IOMOT IIPUHILY IIPUBE3TH JEBUILY, YMYAPUBIIYIOCS 34 CTOJb
KOPOTKO€ BpeMs ITOMEHATH BIacTh B CeBepcTaHe.

Berre ycrano nokauuBasicsi B ObICTPO Muallleiics KapeTte, TO
3achlnas, To NpockHNasachk. Bce ocranbHble, €XaBIIMe BEPXOM, HE
CMajy TOJIBKO Onarofapsi MpUHUMAEMOMY UMU OOIpsIIeMy 3e-
JIBIO.

B ABepHOypr r1aBa TAalHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA CO CBUTOM
npuOBLI NO3/IHEN HOYBIO HA BTOPBIE CYTKH, HUTJIE HE OCTAHABIIU-
BasICh Ha HOWIET U HE CIEJIaB HU OJIHOM JUIUTEIbHON OCTAaHOBKH.
Tonbko MEHAI KOHEN Ha 3acTaBax, Ja HACKOPO B 3TO BpeMs Ile-
PEKYChIBAJL.

JoOpasiucek 10 ropoja, OCTAaHOBUJICS B IVIABHOM T'OCTUHHUIIE,
JaJl OTABIX U CBOMM YCTaJIBIM WIEHaM, U CBOUM H3MYyYEHHbIM
CITyTHHKaM, BCE PaBHO MOCPEAN HOUM PA3bICKUBATH KYITIa ObLIO



ryno. PaHHUM yTpoM, 03aBTpakaB U MEPEOIEBIINCH B CBEXKYIO
OZIek 1y, OTIPABUJICS B COTTPOBOK/IEHUU CBOUX JIIO/IEN HA PHIHOK.
Hamen naBky bprokra, mprkaszan nokasarb 10M KOJIAyHbH. ToT,
HEXOPOIILIO IyPsICh, CKPersl cep/ilie OTBeJ UX K HeOOJbIIIOMY J10-
MHKY Ha OKpauHe rOpOACKOro 1nocaja.

OTnpaBuB Kynua BOCBOSICH, IJlaBa TailHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOIO
ChICKa JIMYHO MPOBEPHJT YCTPOICTBO 3acajibl. XOPOILO, YTO Ceil-
Jac JIeTo, a He 3uMa, MpeJaTesIbcKUil CHET cpasy Obl BbIAAJ MPH-
CYTCTBUE B JIOME€ UYXHUX Jofeil. Pa3pelun cBoum Joasm uc-
MIOJIb30BaTh BCE TMOAPYYHBIE CPEACTBA, TONBKO O NEBYOHKA HE
BBIPBAJIACh, U MPEeIYNPEANI, YTO CleJaTh BCe HYKHO BHE3AITHO,
4100 OHA ¥ OTIOMHUTbCS HE YCIIeNa, MHa4Ye UM BCeM OYIIET MJI0XO.

O TOM, Y4TO OHa MOXKET YIPABJIATH JIOJbMU MBICJIEHHO, HE IO-
BOpWJI, & TO C Mepemnyry npuobioT emme. OnpaBabBaiicss TOTOM
nepen ToppeHoM, a 00eUThCS TIepe/1 BIIOOIEHHBIM MYKYMHOM
B CMEPTH €ro BO3/MOOIEHHOU BPsi/L JI1 KOMY YIacTCsl.

Harociieok o6oiiien JOMUK BOKPYT, YOeAUICs, 4TO Jake ero
OIBITHOMY B3IJISI/1y 3ALIEIUTBCS HE 3a UTO. A YK HE OXKHAJAOIIEN
3acajibl AMHpEIb U MOAABHO.

Bce roroBo. Ocranochk %1aTh, KOrja NTHYKA MONAJETCs B ce-
TH.

Omna nomnasnack ropa3fio paHbIlle, YeM OH PACCUUTHIBAIL. YikKe
CJIEIYIOIIMM YTPOM B €r0 KOMHATY MOCTy4asl OJUH U3 areHTOB U
JTOJIOKIAJT:

— Bce rotoBo, aeBka noriMaHa, JIEXUT B IOMe Oe3 CO3HAHUS.



[Tpuiuiock orperb ee pyKOsITKOM Meua Mo 3aThlIKy. UTo ¢ Hel
Jenarh?

DnI0opMeH He crella 3aKOHYMJI 3aBTpakK, MpoTep pyKU pac-
IIUTHIM KPACHBIMU METYXaMHU MOJIOTEHLIEM U BBIILIEJ Ha YIIUILY.
BckouuB Ha yke OCeJIaHHOTO KOHIOXOM KOHsI, TOHECCs K JIOMY,
I71e HaXOAWJIaCh OMMAaHHAas KOJIYHbsI.

Awmupens Jiexana Ha KpoBaTH, KPEINKo CBs3aHHasl, 0e3 CO3Ha-
HMSI, C OKPOBABJIEHHBIM 3aThUIKOM. IIpocThIHS 1oj1 Helt ObL1a Bes
B KpoBH. Mopilia HOC, 3JJOPMEH CMOTPEJ Ha JIEBUILY, pa3lyMbl-
Bas, YTO C HEU JesiaTh. Be3Tn K KOpoo Hesb3s, OHa CHOBA MOU-
MaeT Toro B cBou cetu. OH Mor Obl ee yOUTb, HO CpeJy B3THIX
UM C cOOOM CTPaKHUKOB HaBEPHSIKA €CTh IIMHOHBI KOPoJIsi. A OH
IPEKpPacHO 3HaJ, YTO cAesIaeT ¢ HUM TOppeH, OCIyIaics OH ero
IPSIMOTO 3aIpera.

AcTp, OAMH U3 JTyYIINX €r0 SMUCCAPOB, 3AMETUB HEIIIyTOYHbIE
KOJ1Ie0aHHs CBOErO IOCMOAMHA, €€ CJIBIIIHO MPeJIOKUII, YT00
HUKTO OOJIBIIIE HE YCIIbIXaT:

— Otnarte ee Hapofy, IyCTh YCTPOSIT CAMOCY/L, M COXKIYT Ha KO-
CTpe, KaK MOAJIYIO KOJIIyHbI0. A KOPOJIO JOJIOKHUM, 4TO €€ y Hac
oroOpay. Hac Beip HemHoro. Ecin Ha Hac Hamazet Tosma, Mbl
MaJIO 4TO CMOXEM C/IeJIaTh.

['maBa TailHOro KOpOJIEBCKOTO CBICKA JOBOJBHO YCMEXHYIICS.
B ero nonoxeHnn 310 ObUT HAWTYUIIIUI BBIXOI.

— Jleno ocrajioch 3a MaJIbIM: CIPOBOLIMPOBaTh TONIy. CMO-
Kellp?

AcTp 3710Be1Ie OCKIaOUIICS:



— Bawm Benh n3BeCTHBI MOM CLIOCOOHOCTH, NAOPMEH, 5 CITYKY
BaM Oe3 Masioro ABaauarh jeT. Pa3se s Bac Korma-HUOYyIb NOM-
12700104 0) 04

Berte ¢ oOneryeHueM BbIIOXHYII:

— Cornacen! JleiictByii! EnuHcTBEHHOE yC/IOBHE — YTOOBI HU-
KTO M3 HalllMX JIIOAEW HE MOCTPaJall

— Her, xoHeuHO, — 3Muccap 0OMAYMBO IJISTHYJ Ha J110pMe-
Ha HEeTIPUSITHBIMU BOJSIHUCTBIMU I71a3aMu. — JlocTaTouHo npey-
MPEAUTH 3aYMHIIIMKOB, YTO €CJIM B CBAJIKE TIOCTPAIAIOT JIIOJH KO-
porist, OyayT HaKa3aHbI Bce TOpOXkKaHe, HEB3UPasi HA CTETIeHb BH-
HBI.

['maBa TaltHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOAOIIIEN K JIexkaIlen Ha
JIaBKe JICBYIIIKE, He oOpaias OoJbllle BHUMAHUS Ha SMHUCCapa.
Korpa tot ymen, e 3amerus. Haka3oB eMy HMKakuX He jaBal,
B ITPOBOKAIUSAX ACTpP CMBICIUIT OOJIBIIIE HETO.

[Momrynan mysisc Ha TPO3pavHOM 3arisicTbe Amupens. Cepatie
OusIoCh ene-efe, 9yTh 3aMeTHO, HO Omtock. OTTSIHYJT BEKO, 3a-
DJISTHYJI B I71a3a. 3payoK MOYTH HE COKPAIAJICS, 3HAYMT, YIapuiIn
€€ CIIMIIKOM CHJIBHO. DTO OBUIO OBl TUIOXO, € O OH TUIAHUPO-
BaJI OT/IaTh JAEBUILY KOPOJIO. A 3TOrO OH JiesiaTh He COOMpAICSL.

[Mepen HYM cTOsIA 33/1a4a TIOC/IOKHEE: HANTU U CHSATH C JIEB-
YOHKHM KaMeHb KOpoJseBbl. [ e oH MoxeT ObTh? OH OKUHYI ee
BHUMAaTeIbHBIM B3IIsiA0M. [Ipuaercs pazaeBarb. Toro eMy Je-
JaTh He XoTeaoch. OHa CIMIIIKOM KpacHuBa, YTOOBI MOKHO ObLIO
npojieNiaTh 310 Oe3 yiepda JUIsi CBOEro MYKCKOTO 3I0pOBbs. A
CIIUBATbCS C HEW HeJb3s Kareropuuecku. OH HUKOI/Ia He cnajl ¢



TeMU KEHIIMHAMU, KOTOPHIX OOpeKasl Ha CMepTh, EMY TOTO He
MO3BOJISLIA YECTh ABOPSIHUHA.

[TomMOpIIMBIIKCE, TOCMOTPES Ha €€ TOHKYIO IIEI0: HUYEro, HU-
KaKMX KOJIbe WM LIeNoveKk. 3aTeM, OpesriiMBO CMOPIIUB HOC,
OILYTIAJ €€ CBEPXY JOHU3Y, TIIATEIbHO MTPOBEPSisl BBl HA ONIEK-
ne. CHSIB ¢ Hee camnory, BRIBEPHYJI MX HAU3HAHKY U JIaxe pa3pe-
3as1 nopowssl. [Tycro.

3HauuT, OHA CIIpsTaia KaMeHb He Ha cebe. Uto kK, 3T0 Aaxe
xoporto. Eciiu BepuTh JieTonucsM, KaMeHb BHIOUpaeT ceOe X0341-
VHA CaM, ¥ HE XBATAJIO €Ille €My CaMOMY ITONACTh O] €TI0 BJACTb.
Xots K10 3HaeT? Bapyr y Hero XBaTuio Obl CHJTBI C HUM CJIAJIUTh?

OH elle pa3 ¢ COMHEHHMEM MOCMOTpPEN Ha JEBYIIKY. Moxer
OBbITh, CTOUT MIPUBECTH €€ B YYBCTBO, U, MOJIb3YSCh €€ CJIa00CThIO,
jorpocuts? Her, Tak puckoBarh He ctouT. OIUH pa3 OHA yxke
NoKa3ajia eMy, Ha 4TO CIocoOHa, a OH OBICTPO YUYMTCSI Ha COO-
CTBEHHBIX OIIMOKaX.

AMHpesnb TUXO 3aCTOHaIA, 4yTh MOBEPHYB rosioBy. K ero
Y/IUBJICHUIO, €€ KaJIOOHBI CTOH OTO3BAJICSI COUYBCTBEHHOM 00-
JIBIO Te-TO TTyOOKO BHYTPHU. BeTTe OCTOPOXKHO MPUKOCHYJICS K
ee 3arbUIKy. [loa manbliaMy IysbCMpOBajia OrpOMHAs IIMIIKA,
XOTSI CO BPEMEHU yJapa MpOIILIO yKe MOYTH J1Ba Yaca.

VY Hero MenbKHYJa IIajbHAsi MBIC/Ib YBE3TH €€ B CBOU POJIO-
BOW 3aMOK U CIIPATaTh, YTOO OHA MPUHAJIEKATA €My OTHOMY.
Ho on nocmesiics Haj coOoi: Kak OH MOXKET COpATaTh Ty, 4TO
B JIIOOOM MOMEHT MOXET 3aCTaBUTh €ro JeJaTh TO, Yero OH BO-
Bce He xoueT. OnrymieHre cOOCTBEHHOTO KyJlaka BO PTy eMy He



3a0BITh HUKOTIA. He 3a)kuBIIME 10 CUX MOP KOCTOUKHM HOKT B
HETIOrojy, HAMOMUHAS eMy O COOCTBEHHOM O€33alUTHOCTH.

3a orpajoy pasjaycs rpOMKHUM IIyM, KPUKH, KAKOK-TO I'po-
x0T. OH BBITVISIHYJT B OKHO. Ha ynuiie codupasicst Besikuid cOpo.
['psi3HBIE OOpOnaThie MYKUKH B APAHBIX apMsKax C JPEeKOIbeM
HAM3rOTOBKY TOJITWINCH MEpe]] KATUTKOM, rpo3s BOPBAThCS B
JIOM.

BricTpo ke cpadotan Actp, ObicTpo. Ho XBamuTh ero 3a 31o
MIOpMeHy He xoTesiock. OH MmocMoTpes Ha Oe3MOJIBHO Jieka-
HIyI0 IEBYIIKY, U €My BIEpPBbIe HE MMOHPABUJIOCH TO, UTO OH Je-
Jaj.

MoxeT ObITb, HY’KHO JIEHCTBOBaTh Kak-To MHavye? Ho kak?
[Iym Ha ynwuile Bce BO3pacTall, pa3laiuch JUKUE BOIUIU, OT KO-
TOPBIX 3aKJIAIBIBAJIO YIIIU:

— OtnaBaiite Ham KOJIAYHbIO!

CTpaxHUKM BOMPOCUTENILHO CMOTPENU Ha JI0pPMEHa, OXKH-
Jiast KOMaH[bl — WM CPAaKaThCsl, WM CABaThCs. Pa3MBIILIATE O
JPYTHX MyTAX OBUIO TIO3]THO.

['maBa TaliHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA BBIIIE Ha KPbUIbLIO. [1e-
pell HUM KOJIBIXaJIOCh MOpe BO30Y K AEHHBIX MPOCTOJTIOIMHOB, BO-
OpYXEHHBIX BCEM, UTO TOMAJIOCh MO/l PYKU: POKHAMMU, MAJIKAMU
Y KaMHSIMU. Y HEKOTOPBIX BUIHEIUCH 3apsiKEHHbIE, HalleJICHHbIS
emy B rpyas Jiyku. [TopagoBaBiych, 4To €ro 3aluiinaeT Kper-
Kas KoJibuyra, BeTTe BHICOKO MOTHSI PYKY, JOXKIAJICS THUIIAHBI
Y TOJILKO TOTJIa BHICOKOMEPHO CIIPOCH:

— Yero BBl X0oTHTE?



W3 TONIIBI BBIITIET MOIIIHBIN MYXUK C OarpOBbIM KPUBBIM ITpa-
MOM IOTepeK EKH U 3BEPCKMUM BbIPaKEHMEM KOHOMATOTr O JIMILIA.
OpnuH 171a3 y Hero NovTy He OTKpbIBAJIC, Jesiasi ero (pu3MOHO-
MHUIO MEPEKOIEHHON 1 AUKOH. JIIMHHBIM MPBIKKOM 3ACKOYMB Ha
KPBUIBIIO, OH 0€3 Tpy/Aa 3arjIsiHyJl BHYTPh Yepe3 Meperopaxknpa-
fortiero emy Bxoz Berte. Hukoro He yBuzieB, rpo3HO OTpeOOBA:

— OTaaBaii Ham KOJIIYHBIO, HE TO MBI M TeOs1 Ha KOCTEp OTITpa-
BUM!

— Bor kak? — ¢ HapOYUTOW MSATKOCTHIO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS
B30EIIEHHBIN IIaBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA. — A KTO s Ta-
KOM, ThI 3HaEIIb?

— He 3Hato 1 3HaTh He X0uy! — OTpe3as pa300MHUK U B3MAXHYI
pykoii. — [Tomwm, Hapon! 3a MHoM!

Berte He ycries1 OTOMHUTBCSA, Kak OKa3ajcs JekaluM Ha ro-
7011 3emiie HocoM BHU3. CTOJIb BOIMIOIIETO MpeHeOpeKeHus K
CBOel OlaropojiHOW MEepCoHe OH elle HUKOTA He WCIBITHIBAL.
['HEeB OXBaTHJI €r0 PacCyIOK, M OH IMoodeIna cede, uTo 3a cofe-
SITHHOE BCe 9TH Pa30OMHMKM OyayT BHUCETh HA CTONOAX IJIABHOM
wiomaay AsepaOypra. OH yCTaBWICS Ha 3aYMHIITUKOB, 3aITIOMU-
Has JuIa, yto0 BO3/1aTh UM IO 3aCIyraMm.

OTTOJNKHYBIINI €ro pa30ONHMK MPOTAIII MUMO 3aKMHYTYIO
Ha 1y1e4o Oecco3HatenbHyo Amupesb. Ee roosa 6onranack, Kak
y CJIOMAaHHOM KYKJIbl, OCTaBJIsIsl HAa 3eMJie KpOBaBble Karuii. Y
9MI0pMeHa 3acBepOeio B HOCY, PyKHU caMU COOOM CKATUCh B KY-
JIAKH.

BriepBbie B KM3HU OH OTYAsSIHHO TMOKaJIes OTIPABICHHYI0 UM



Ha CMepTh JIeBYIIKY. M TyT ke HaroMHuMII ceOe, 3a/1aBUB HEHY K-
HYIO KaJIOCTh: TaK HaJo, BCce K Jydmemy. Tenepb y Hero Oy-
JIeT BECOMOE OIpaB/IaHue ISl HEJIOBOJILHOTO KOPOJIsA. A YK 4TO
B30eleHHbI ToppeH clieNaeT ¢ )KUTeIIMU STOrO ropojia, He ero
3a00Ta.

B Tosie Bo3My11ieHHO opanu:

— D70 TOYHO KONAYyHbst! CMOTPHTE, OHA B MYKCKHX TTOPTKaX
nierossiet! Cpamuuna! CoBcem crbi norepsiial

KT0-TO MmoxabHO mpeIokuI, IBHO KeJlast TIOMo00BaThCsl Ha
TOJIbI OaOMii 3a;

— MoseT, BHIITOPOTh ee CHavaJia, a OTOM YKe Cxkedb?

C TpynoM MOAHSABIIKCH, BerTe, mpuxpambiBas Ha BHOBb
YHIMOJIEHHYI0 HOTY, Ty CaMylo, 4TO yXKe IMOCTpaiajia MUHYBIIEH
3UMOW OT apOAIETHOTO OO0JITa, OTIPABHUIICS BCIIE/ 32 BO3OYKICH-
HOU TOJINOW. 3aluIas CBOEro roCIoJHa, KOPOJIEBCKHE CTPaX-
HUKH [IUTK PSJIOM C HUM ¢ OOHA)KEHHBIMU MeYaMu, He BMEIIIMBa-
sICb B YNHMMBIN TpOU3BOIL. [la M Bce MOMBITKU OTOOPAaTh JAEBYIII-
Ky y 9TOoro copoyna Obutn 3apaHee oOpeueHbl Ha rpoBait. KoHun-
JIOCh ObI TEM, UTO UX MOYOUBaIM, a AMHUPEITh BCE PABHO COXIJIM.

Ha riaBHoO¥M mtoraay ABepHOypra Tojra OCTaHOBUIIACh BO3-
Jie BBICOKOTO JIepeBsHHOro ctoyoa. [lom HUM yxke Jexanu Bs-
3aHKH CYXOr0 XBOpPOCTa. MyXUK C JIOBOJILHBIM BUZIOM CKHHYJI C
Tieva OECUYYBCTBEHHYIO JIEBYIIIKY W MIPUHSIICS TTPUBSI3bIBATD €e
K CTOJIOY, 6€3KaJJIOCTHO BHIBOPAYMBasi PYKH.

B nipenBkyIieHrH KpoBaBOW MOTEXU TOpoXaHe BO30YXKICH-
HO IITyMEJTH, KPHYa «CMEPTh KOJJIYHbE», «CKeUb, YTOO JAPYTUM



HETOBAIHO OBLIIO» U «Ha KOCTEP ee».

PacrankuBast Hapof, K CTOJIOY PEeNIMTENILHO TPOOPAJICS BHICO-
KM KPENKUM IETUHA B YEPHOM JJIMHHOIIONOM KadTaHe. Y3HaB
BprokTa, Berre o3anaueHHo Haxmypuics. Yero emy TyT Haao?
Kax Ob1 3TOT el1ie O1H BII0OJIEHHBIN HE UCTIOPTUJI eMY BCIO UT'DY.

— Jhiomn moOpBle, — TPOMKO TapKHYN KyIell, — €CIU BBl
TIOMHHUTE CTapUHHBIE 0ObIYau, TO 3HAETE, YTO KOJIYHBIO MOKHO
BBIKYIIUTb, €CJIU B3Th €€ B )KEHBI.

Tonmna Herogyolle 3airymena, a rjiaBa TAlHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO
ChICKa HE Ha IIYTKY pa3o3iuics. Heyxkro 3ToT riynen B3aymait
cnactu Amupens? Torzaa Bee ero miiansl HacMapky! Ho oH storo
HE JIOMYyCTHUT.

— Ecnu BbI OTHaMTE MHE €€ B KeHBI, 51 BBIKAUy JecATh O0UeK
OTMEHHOTO cHjpa! — TPOMKO TOOOEIIas Kyrell ¥ CO 3HaYeHUeM
HOTPSIC TYTO HAOUTHIM KOIIIETIEM.

— A MOXeT, KTO-TO 3aX04eT JaTh Oosblie? — pa30OIHUK C I0-
JIYOTKPBITHIM IJIa30M C HAJEKA0M orisien toimy. — CMorpure,
Kakasi CripaBHas JeBUOHKA! — M TKHYJI €€ TOJICTHIM IaJIbLIeM O[T
pedpo.

Awmwupenb epHynach OT 60U, HO B CO3HAHKME He MPUIIUIA.

I3 60KOBO# Y/IUIIBI HA TIIOIIA b BHICKOUMIT OTPsI] BOOPYKEH-
HBIX BCAJJHUKOB.

«dnyopMeH ABepH, Mo OeCIyTHBIN Ky3eH! — MBICJIEHHO 3a-
CTOHAJI I71aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA, YBUJEB CKaKaBIIIe-
ro Brepeau BcagHuka. — Ero 3aeck Tonbko u He xBarano! [y-
nei Manbuminka! Kyna on siezer? Heyxenn Bee erie He ocTaBuI



MBIC/IY CTaTh KOposyieM? 3psl sl OrpaHUYMIICS OMAJION 3a MOKYIIIe-
HHUE Ha MEeHS U HACJIeJJHOTO MPHHIIA, HAJJ0 OBUIO OTIIPABUTH €TO
B Ka3eMarbl KOPOJIEBCKOTO Moj3eMelibs. TeTyIKy noxarnesn, BOT
Terephb 1 Oy1y pacxyieObIBaTh MOCECTBUS COOCTBEHHOM T00pO-
ThI».

— A Hy pazoranuTech! — CBUpENo MoTpedOBaT BIIAJIETENb STUX
MECT, He 3amMeuasi CBOEro Clo3epeHa. — ITo Mosl KeHIIuHa !

Ho BpiokT cnaBatbest He xoTen. YyBCTBYs OAIEPKKY OIPOM-
HOM TOJITIBI, OH CMEJIO BO3PA3WIL:

— Brl yxe onuH pa3 ee yBO3WIIH, Yero k He xkeHWIIch? Tenepp
s ee BaM He OTJaM! — 1 MaxHyJl pyKOU CBOMM CTOPOHHUKAM.

DnaopMeH XoTen ObLJIO MPOPBAThCs K CTONOY CUJION, HO €ro
CTPaXXHUKH YBSI3/IM B JIIOJICKOM MOPE, 3alpyIUBIIEM ILIOIIAb.

— Ecnm Ham sn10pMeH B3lymall KEHUTBhCS Ha 3TOW JIEBKE,
MYCTh BBICTABUT HApOMy TPUALIATh OOYEK CUApPA U JAECATh IKU-
Ha! — rPOMOIJIACHO 3a0pajl pa30OMHUK, TOPrysCh, KaK 3arpaB-
ckuii 3a3biBasia. — Hy, Tak kak?

ABepH OBICTPO KUBHYJI, COTJIAIIASICh, U pA30OWHUK ITPUHSLICS
OTBSI3bIBaTh AMUpEIIb.

['maBa TallHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA PA303JIEHO [EPHYJICS,
’KeJIasi BMelIaThCsl, HO KPyroM CTOsUT TAKOU BOM, I1IyM U I'aM, UTO
OH He cIbiman camoro ce0s. KuBkom momo3BaB k cedbe Apcra,
IPOKpHUYAI EMY B CAMOE yXO:

— Iomm Ha Kpel apOaeTUNKOB, MYCTh 3aCTPEIST €€ IMo-
ciie oopsima. Ho caenaloT 310 OBICTPO M THXO, KOTJIa HAPOH OT-
MIPAaBUTCS AT OOEIIaHHBIN 1I0pMeHoM cup. Ham TyT kpoBa-



Bas Oyda He HykHa. Kak Obl camyM B Heil He MOCTPaaaTh.

TOT MOHATIMBO KWBHYJI ¥ CKpbLJICs B ToJe. Heckonbko ycrno-
KOMBIIHCh, BeTTe MpoIoKuil ¢ mpeHeOpekKUTeTbHOM MUHOM Ha-
OmonaTh 3a CBaJeOHBIMU [TPUTOTOBJICHUSIMH.

DnaopMeH XoTesl ObUIO B3SITh OECUyBCTBEHHYIO JIEBYIIIKY HA
PYKH, HO JIIO/IM TIPUHSUTUCH OPaTh:

— CHauaJia BbIKaThiBali OOYKHU C CHAPOM Jia [UKUHOM, TTOTOM
coBepiiail OpayHblii 00psd. A yk Toraa Mbl OTAaUM TeOe 3Ty
KOJI/IyHBIO.

Brnagerens 3TUX 3eMelNb ¢ IPHUIYPOM CMOTPEN Ha OPYIIHX,
3allOMUHAsI CaMbIX PETUBBIX. BOT 3aKOHYMTCS TOT OajnaraH, u
OH CyMeeT BBIYMCTUTh U3 CBOEro ropoja 3Ty mBaib. [ToBecut Ha
MPUAOPOKHBIX JIEPEBbSIX, CJIABHOE Oy/IEeT yKpallleHue.

CKBO3b OpYIIYIO TOMITY MO/ KOHBOEM HECKOJIbBKUX MYKHUKOB,
aKKypaTHO Tofo0paB MOJbI Ceporo OajaxoHa, MEJIEHHO Ipo-
Oupaicsi HeJOBOJIbHBIN M pa30CalOBaHHbIA JPOTTUH MECTHOTO
Xpama Oora BoriHbI. Takoro 6e300pa3us Ha ero nmaMsiTi B ABEpH-
Oypre ele He OBIBAJIO.

Bcras Bo3Jie cTonba ¢ mpuBsS3aHHOW K HEMY JIEBYIIIKOH, TTOTTBI-
TaJicsi ObLJIO BO33BaTh K pa3yMy BEPYIOIIIMX, HO TOJIMNA He MOXesa-
7na ero ciymiath. [TocyneHHast S110pMEHOM BbIMMBKA ObLIa Mpe/I-
MOYTHTENIbHEEe OOEIaHHOW JIPOTTUHOM Kapbl BEPXOBHOTO Oora.
Bce ToT e MyXHUK CO IIPaMOM MPUTPO3WIT JPOTTUHY CBEPHYTh
€ro TyIylo OallIKy, €cii TOT He CJIeJIaeT BCe TaK, Kak eMy BeJIeHO.
7Kaxaymiasi BHIIMMBKY TOJIA IPYKHO €ro Mojjiepxaa.

W3 npoysika BRIKATUIIM OOYKY C CUAPOM U JHKUHOM, HO JI0P-



MEH 3asBWJI, YTO 3aIUIATUT 32 HUX TOJIBKO mocie oopsia. Tomma
HOMBITAIACH OBLJIO BO3MYTUTHCS, HO ABEpPH HATIOMHWII MM, UYTO
BHavase oOpsiji, a cBaIeOHbIN MU TIOTOM, U HE HAJI0 CTABUTD Te-
jery nonepeq Jiomiagu. Hapon BbiHYk[eH ObUI COIIACUTHCS, U
BCE TOT € KPACHOMOPIbIA MPEIBOIUTEND MO OHOOPHUTEIbHbIS
BBIKPUKU TOJIIBI BEJIET JPOTTUHY MOTOPOIUTHCSI.

Pa3zouapoBaHO OJHSAB PyKU B 3HAK COIVIACHUS, IPOTTUH BEJes
TIOCTaBUTD JIEBYIIIKY Iepeji COOOH 1 MPUBECTH €€ B YYBCTBO, I10-
TOMY YTO COBEpIIATh OOPS/I C HUUETO He MOHUMAIOIIEH HeBeCTOM
OH He Oyzer.

Ha Amupens 6e3KaocTHO BHIIUIECHY/IM [1Ba Belpa JeASHOMI
KOJIOAE3HOM BOAbl. OHa MOAHSAIA TOJIOBY M MYTHBIM B3[JISIIOM
nocMotpesna Bokpyr. Ilepen rinazamu Bee ruibuio. Eil nokaszanocsk,
YTO OHA y3Hasla bpiokra, HO ero ToJICTyI0 (PU3MOHOMUIO TYT Ke
CMEHMJIO JIOIIAJAWHOE JIMLIO 110pMeHa ABEpHa, MIISASAIIETO Ha
Hee CO CTPaHHBIM BbIpaXeHHEM, OyATO Ha CBOIO 3aKOHHYIO JI0-
ObIuYy.

Otkyna onm 31ech B3sumich? OHa HE NMOMHMJIA, Kak IOMNasa
ciona. I mouemy Tak 6omut ronoBa? OHa xoTena MOAHATH Py-
Ky, 4TOO MONIYNaTh 3aThUIOK, HO PYKH HE CIYIIATHUCh, OONTAsACh
BIOJIb TYJIOBUIIIA, KaK 1ieTd. Her, 3Toro He Moxet ObITh, HaBEP-
HSKa 3TO €U YYIUTCSI.

JpOTTHH, HEOBOJIBHO IIYPSICh, CIIPOCUJT Y CTOSIIMX TepeN
HUM MYXKUUH:

— Tak K10 keHux? — HaJesACh, YTO OT KOJJYHbU OTKAXKYTCS
BCE.



— SI! — OIHOBpEMEHHO OTBETUJIM U BPIOKT, U 31110pMEH.

BprokT, oOparasch K ToJIe, 3asBUT:

— IToMorute MHe, 1 51 BLICTABJIIO OOJIbIIIE BHITMBKU, YEM HaIIl
MI0PMEH.

B otBer Tonma 3aopana, Tpedys oTIaTh KOJIIYHBIO KYTIITY.

AMUpeNb ¢ CUIION 3a:KMYPHJIA U CHOBA OTKpbUIa I1a3a. Bune-
HHe He ucuesno. Yto ato ¢ Her? ['onoBa 60T, nepes riazamu
Bce ruibiBeT. OHa 3a0o7ena, 1 31o el Buautca? Mnu ver? OTKy-
Ja-TO U3HYTPHU BBIpBaJach crpacTHasi Monboa: «[lomorm»! — K
KoMy oOpalnanach, OHa He 3Hajla, HO CHOBA MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIH-
nack: — «[Tomorm»!

— A nyckait onu nogepytesi! Ha kynakax! — BBIKpUKHYJ U3
TOJITIBI BU3IJIMBBIN sKeHCKUH rosioc. — Kto moGenut, Toro u geBka!

Hapon ono6putensHO 3aKprdat, oOpeTsi HOBYIO TIOTeXY:

— BepHo, nyctb nepytcs! U 6e3 xenesa!

Kyrer ¢ yioBoibCTBHEM CTall 3aKaThiBaTh pyKaBa, OOHaKas
MYJIOBbIE KyJIaKu. DITOPMEH HEXOTsI CHSUI KYPTKY, TOHUMAsI, 9TO
B KYJIAYHOM 0OI0 €My MTPOTUB 3TOro amOasia He BBICTOSITb.

Il pOTTHH OKWHYJI CTPOTUM B3IJISIZIOM MOEAUHIIIUKOB ¥ TPOMKO
BOIPOCHJI, 00OpAIlasch K TOJIIeE:

— Mosker, cpeau Bac ecTh elle JKeJakolire B3sTh KOJJIYHbIO B
JKE€HBI ¥ TEM CMACTH €€ OT COXIKeHUsI Ha KocTpe?

— Ectb! — pa3pancs cuiibHbIN 3BOHKHIA TOJIOC, U K CTONOY, pas-
pe3asi TONMy Kak TapaH, Mpolies BHICOKHIA, CTPAHHO TOHKUU U
'MOKMIA TTapeHb B HEOOBIYHOUM YEPHOM OJIeXk/Ie, OTOSICAHHBIN Cce-
peOpUCTBIM MEUOM U C JIYKOM 3a 1iedamu. Ero uepHble, CTAHY-



ThI€ Y3JIOM BOJIOCHI, 3Me€el KOJIbIXaIUCh Mo cruHe. OH Kazascs
OIACHBIM YYy’KaKOM — 4YepHbIX Bojioc B CeBepcTaHe cpeau Mpo-
CTOJTIOIMHOB He ObIBAJIO, J]a M CPe/ld MOTOMKOB, IIPUEXABILIUX C
npuHueccon Jlycueil apucToKparoB, JaBHO YK€ HE POXKAAIOCh
YEPHOBOJIOCHIX JIETEM.

OH BcTaz pAJOM C MPETEHJEHTAMU U HACMEIIUIMBO MX OIJIs-
Jell.

OnHu 06a OTHIATHYJMCH, CUJIbHO MoOnenHeB. [aBa TaitHOrO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOPaXeHHO BcTpenenysics. OT4yero-To no
KOXe Tporriesn 390kuit 03H00. Kto 310 Takoin?

[Tapenb noBepHyJICS, MOUYBCTBOBAJ TSLKEJbIN B3I Berte u
C YTPOKAIOUIMM MTPULLLYPOM OCMOTPES eMY B JIULO. TOT TsAkeno
XBaTWJI BO3/yX proM. Ha Hero cMotpesu TOUHO Takue xke 11a3a,
4yTO U Yy AMHpes!

«310 ee Opar? — miaBa TallHOTO ChICKA HAIIPACHO MBITAJICS
CKpbITh Mcnyr. — Crumikom noxox Ha Hee. Eciu oH oOnanaer
JIMIIIb HUYTOKHOW YaCThI0 CIIOCOOHOCTEW KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH,
TO TIONBITKA €r0 YOUTh MOXET JOpOoro o0oWTHCh Ham BceM. Ho
ecJii OH OpaT AMUpETb, TO KaK OH MOXET Ha Hell )KeHUThCsA? DTO
K€ KPOBOCMECHUTEIBCTBO |».

OH faJt 3HaK CTPaKHUKAM TOIOUTH TTOOIMKE.

— Actp, apOanieTYnku yxe Ha Kpbiiie? — TOT KHUBHYI, HEO-
BOJIbHO KOCSICb Ha HOBOSIBJIEHHOTO KEHMXA, UyBCTBYSl MCXO[sI-
HIyI0 OT HETro HEeUIyTO4YHYI0 yrpo3y. Berre npukazan: — dait um
3HATh, YTO KOT/Ia 0OPsi]] 3aKOHYUTCS, HEBAXKHO C KeM, IyCTh OHU
HOJICTPEJIAT U AEBYOHKY, U 3TOro napHs. M He B3gymaior npo-



MaxHyTbcst! — U tuxo modaBwi: — OX, M HE HPaBUTCSI MHE Bce
310!

JIpOTTHH TPOMKO, YTOO BCE CIIBIINAIM, CIIPOCHIT Y HE3HAKOM-
na:

— Bbl BOUCTHHY KeaeTe B3STh B HKEHBI 3Ty KOJIIYHbIO?

— Huxoro s B xeHbl OpaTh He X0uy! — pa3apaxeHHO 3asiBIIT
TOT. — Jlydllle oT/AanTe MHE ee Tak!

Tonna npotecryronie 3apesesna. [lapeHs, He UyBCTBY# cTpaxa,
MOJIOKUJI PYKY Ha M€Y U TOPJKECTBYIOIE YCMEXHYJICS.

— Bor mscopyOka ceituac Oyaer! — eMy SIBHO MOHPABUIIOCH
obure mpoTUBHUKOB. — [loTermmmcs!

Awmupens npunogHsiia pa3oUTyio rojoBy, ¢ KOTOPOH 0 CHX
Mop Kamajia KpoBb, MOCMOTpPEa BOKPYI MYTHBIMU IJla3aMH U
CKazaJa:

— Henb3s ux youBaTh, OHU JTIOM! — M CHOBA OECCUIIBHO yPO-
HUJIA TOJIOBY HA I'Py[lb, IOTEPSB CO3HAHUE.

— Iloyuemy MHO# Bce KOMaHAYIOT? — BO3MYTHJICSI CTPAaHHBII
THIL. — 51 94TO, MaJIbYMK Ha MOOETYIIKaxX ? — BRITOBOP Y HEro ObLI
CTpaHHbII. ByATO OH BBINAN OTKY/Aa-TO W3 CTAPUHHBIX BpeMeH
WUJIU TTPOCTIAJ IIE-TO HECKOJIBKO BEKOB. — §] BEJIMKUI repou, MEX-
1y ipoyum!

— Bor d4ro, Beqmkum repov! — mepen HUM, HACMENUIMBO
OCKJIaOMBIIIMCh, BCTAJI OPOMHBIN 3aBofMIa. — M epuch 3a 3Ty
JIeBKY, a TIOTOM HaM OOYKHU C CH/IPOM BBIKATBIBAH, WM CaM Ka-
tUCh orciona!l Y moxuBen, HE TO BBUIETHIIL OTCIO[A, KAK IITAlll-
Ka CU30KpbUIas, a s Tede moMory! — 1, BOCXUITIEHHBIN COOCTBEH-



HBIM OCTPOYMHEM, 3apKaJl, Kak skepeder.

Tonna noagepxana ero AUKUM XOXOTOM M OITYIIUTEJIbHBIM
cBuctoM. He3HakomIly HE TOHPaBWIIMCh 3aHOCUMBBIE CIIOBA MY-
’KMKa. Moua cXBaTuB €ro 3a IpyJKH, OH MOAHSJI BBICOKO HaJ| TO-
JIOBOH TSIKEJIEHHYIO TYIIy BEP3HJIBI U C pa3Maxy OpOCHII B LIEHTP
opyiero copozaa. Bbicoko mposieTeB HECKOIBKO (DYPIIOHTOB HaJl
IUIOTHO CTOSIIIIMMMU JIIOAABMU, TOT YTOAMUJI B CAMbIil LIEHTP TOJIIIbI,
OTKy/1a TIOHEC/IUCh KPUKH U MPOKJIATHS MOKAJIEUYEHHBIX JIIOIEN.

— N nure Ko MHe Bce kenaroye NogpaTbcsi! — J0BOJIBHO MPE-
JIOKWJT HEBECTh OTUYETO pa3BeceNMBIIMIACS MapeHb. — Odemano
Meu He BBIHMMaTh, pa3 yx yOuBaTh Bac Hesb3sl! [loBecenumcs
Mastoctb! A TO ckyka cmepTHasa! To Henb3s, 9TO HeNb34, U Ja-
€ TrOJIOBy HUKOMY He CBEpHM! — IOBEPHYBIINCH K COIIEPHUKAM,
No3BaJI: — A J]aBaiiTe BbI CO MHOU B/IBOEM JipaThcsi Oyaere? XoTb
Pa30MHYCh 4yTOK, a TO CrjbBep CBOMMHU MOYYEHUSMH JOCTAI
yKe.

['aBa TallHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA HU pa3y HE CJbIILIaJ O-
JIOOHBIX UMEH. DTO BHI3BAJIO erle Oosbinve nopo3perns. OTkyna
B3sUICS1 9TOT CUHera3blid 6axBasi? Ho ckopocTb, ¢ KOTOpO# npea-
BOJIUTEJIb MECTHBIX pa300MHUKOB IIPOHECCS HaJl TOJIOM, Brievar-
75718, DTO K KaKyIo CHIIHIIY HaJI0 MIMETb, YTOO OTHOM PyKOil 3a-
HIBBIPHYTb B TAKYIO J1aJIb OTPOMHOIO MYKUKa?

Tak k1O %€ oH? Heyxenu, BnpsiMb, nepe] HUM HACJETHUK
KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBH, CJIEJOBATEIbHO, KOPOHBI U mpectosa? Ot
HEro HY)KHO M30aBUThCSI, U HEMEJIS.

[IpuKpBIB I71a3a PyKOU OT CJEIAILETO COJHIA, YBUIEI, KAK I10



KPYTOMY CKaTy IByX CMEXKHBIX JIOMOB KPaAyTCsl JIIOAU C apOaie-
TaMU B pyKax, BEIOUpAs JIUIIylo MO3UIUI0. YTO K, KIaTh OCTa-
Jock Henonro. Erle HecKobKO MUHYT, M Bee Oy/IeT KOHUEHO.

Hapon 3amymen cuiibHee, MOHy:kAasi BpiokTa ¢ angopMeHoM
ABepHOM TpUHATH BbI30B. OHU BHIIIUIM BIIEPE/, HA OCBOOOX-
JEHHOE JIIOJbMHU ITPOCTPAHCTBO. [IepBbIM Ha CIOKOMHO CTOAIIIE-
r0 HEe3HAKOMIIa OpPOCHJICS KYTIEIl, 3aMaxHYyJICs, HO YIapuTh He
ycren, TYT ke yhajd ¢ MepelOMaHHOW PYKOW. DJJIOpPMEH, Io-
TIBITABIIANACS YIAPUTD CIIEIOM, IPUKPHIBASCH KYIIIOM, TIOJTYYHIT
y/ap B TPy/b U OTJIETeN B TOJMITY, MOOENIEB OT OOJIU M CYTOPOXKHO
TIBITASICh B3/IOXHYTh.

[TapeHb HEOBOIBHO MOCMOTPEJ HA BHIOBIBIIIMX U3 JIPaKH OOM-
1IOB ¥ pa304apOBAHHO MOCTAHOBUI:

— Hy u xankue xe cmabaku! — W ¢ Hame:x1oi TpeasiokiI
CTOSIBIIIIM BOKPYT TIPUMOJIKIIIUM MYXHKam: — A J1aBaiiTe Bbl Ha
MEeHsI BCEM CKOIOM KHHeTech, a? Paspeemcs cierka? Yero 3ps
KUCHYTb?

Te neperisiHyIMCh U IPYKHO OTKA3aJIHCh:

— Her, MblI 32 3Ty KOJ/1yHBIO OUTHCS He cooupaemcst. U 3a mpo-
CTO TaK C BaMU Aparbcsi He OyaeM. Mbl elie KUTh XOTUM, U He
KajiekaMu. Bel yXk jKeHuTech, aBaiiTe, pa3 pemwim ee cede 3a-
Opatb. — Y mpocutenbHO 100aBIIM, B3IPOTHYB OT IEPEKOCHB-
1Ield ero JIMIIO HeJOBOJILHOM rpUMachl: — Y Hac Tak MOJIOKEHO.
OOvbruait Takoil. He HamMu 3aBeqieHO, Y)X U3BUHUTE.

HpoTTHH, BrieYaTIEHHbIA CUJION HE3HAKOMIIA U OTacaroui-
Cs1 HETIPE/ICKa3yeMOro NMOBEJIEHUSI OTPOMHOM TOJIIbI, TOPOIIMBO



Hayas oOpsilI, He JOKUIASACh cornacus nmodeaurens. Hudero He
MOHUMAIOIIAS TIOJTyOOMOpPOYHAsl HeBeCTa poMoJTJyaa, Korja ee
CITPOCHIIH, XKEJIAET JIU OHA CTaTh )KEHOUW 3TOr0 MYXUYHHBI, UTO CO-
YJIM COTJIaCHMEM, Bellb OTKa3a OT Opaka He MPO3ByYaio.

Ha TpaauiimoHHBII BOIPOC «TOTOB JI OH 3a00TUTHLCS 00 ITON
JKEHIIIMHE BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb?» JKEHMX MPAMO 3asIBUJI, YTO HU O
KOM OH 3a00THTBCS HE KeJlaeT, M XKeHa eMy BOBCe He HY)XHa, HO
YTOO ero NocKopee KEeHUJIU, a TO EMY HEKOT/1a, y HETO JIeJ IMOJTHO.

HecKonbko OremmBIIMi OT TIOJ0OHOTO 3asBJICHUS IPOTTUH
BCE-TaKM 3aBEPIIAI OOPS/I U TPEITIOKIIL:

— Bbl MoXeTe morieioBath HOBOOPAYHYIO, — Ha YTO TapeHb
(bpipkHYI 1 HEOPEIKHO MaXHYJI PYKOH, OTKA3bIBASICh.

OH XOTes MoaxXBaTUTh AMHpENb Ha PyKU, YTOO YHECTH, HO
Hapo[I 3aIryMeJ, OTpeOoBaB OOCIIaHHBIN CHJIP.

— 51 Bam HUYero He obela, Hy Jia BO3bMUTE, HaIel0Ch, TOTO
XBaTUT! — M HOBOWCIICUEHHBI MYyX OpPOCHJI CTOSIBIIIUM PSIOM
MYKHUKaM HECKOJIbKO MOHET.

— 30710TO! — 3aBONWIJIA OHYU U KUHYJIACh K TOPTOBBIM PsIaM 3a
JTAPMOBOM BBITTMBKOM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pasfasics YyrpoXaloluid CBUCT, M C KPBIIIH
OnmKamInero qoMa B mapHs 1 AMUpesib IIOHEeCIMCh apOaJieTHhIE
OOJITHI.

Bce ocrayibHOE MPOM30IILIO 32 J0JIM CEKYH/IbI: TApEHb BMUT
BBIXBATUJI yTPOKAIOITIE CBEPKHYBIIMIA Med, Tiepepyors1 OOIThI Ha
HojijIeTe, CAACPHYI C IJIedYa CBOM JIYK, BBICTPENWI, U apOAJIETUNKU
C MPEeICMEPTHBIMU KPUKAMH YIIAJIM HA MOCTOBYIO.



['maBa TaltHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTrO ChICKA ClIEall OMACAMBBIN IIar
Ha3aJl, CKPbIBAsICh 3a YbEU-TO MIMPOKOM CIIMHOW; AepXka B PyKe
MEPLAIIIUI YTPOXKAIIMM CUSHUEM M€Y, NTapeHb MPUCTAIBHO
ocMaTpuBal miomanb. CTpaKHUKY CTPEMUTENIBHO 3aTEPSUIUCH B
TOJIE, HAJIESICh HA CMIaCEeHUeE.

— Ecinu emie KT0-T0 onmpoOyeT MpUYMHUTD BPE MHE WU TON
JEBYILIKE, TOT HE XWiel! — C HEITPEKJIOHHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO 3a-
SIBWJI NTapeHb. — Bee noHsam?

Tonna ucnyranHo 3amymena. CTpeMUTENBHOCTb M METKOCTb
MapHs BIEYATJIWIA HE TOJILKO OMNBITHOTO B TAKUX JIEJaX IJIaBy
TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA.

— Bot 1 xopo1110! — mapeHs JIErko 3aKMHYJ IEBYLIKY Ha MJIEY0
1, He yOupasi Med B HOXKHBI, OBICTPO MCUE3 C TUIOIIA/IH.

Berre notep rnasza, He MOHUMAasi, TPUBUIEIIOCH EMY 3TO WU
HeT. YK CJIMIIKOM IIPOBOPHO /151 OOBIYHOTO Y€JIOBEKa TBUTAJICS
HOBOSIBJIEHHBIN skeHuX. [TosiBUBIIMIACS psAIOM ¢ HUM ACTp 60513-
JIMBO JJOJIOXKHITL:

— DTOT CTPAHHBIY TUII — YyKeCTpaHell. Y Hero MoHeTsl He Ce-
BepcraHa. Jla 1 OfIET OH He IMO-HalleMy.

— YT0? — m1aBa TaHOIO ChICKA HE MOBEPUJI CBOMM YIlIaM. —
Sroro He MoxeT ObiTh! [IprHECH MHE ero MoHeTy!

Dmuccap pa3Bes pyKaMu.

— OHa 30510Tas, KyHibl €€ ITPOCTO TaK He OTaaayT. Eciau Tob-
KO [IOMEHSTb.

Berte mone3 B Kolenb W BBITAITWI 30JI0TON. ACTp OTpHIa-
TEJILHO MOKa4aJl TOJIOBOM.



— He nopoiiaer. Ta Tsxenee pasa B Tpu.

[MomMOpIMBIIKCE, 3/I0PMEH JOOABILI eI1le ABE MOHETHL. ACTp
yOexkaa ¥ BCKOpe BEpHYJCS C HEOOBIYHBIM 30710THIM. OH ObLI
OoJIbIlIE U SIpYE CEBEPCTAHCKOTO.

— MeHbliie npyuMecy Me/in, — OTIBITHBIM IJ1a30M OMPeAEIIIII Il
nopmeH. Hankycun MoHeTy, morpo0oBaB ee MATKOCTb. — 30710Ta
ropaso Oosnbine. — [TocMOTpeB Ha Ha/IMKCh, MPU3HAIL: — SI3bIKa
He 3Halo, HO Tep0 Buaen. 1o TepMuHyc.

— Tepmunyc? — Actp nopaxeHHO rmokavas royioout. — Ho ot-
Kyaa? K HMM e xo[a HEeT BOT yK HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHH. . .

[lonkrHYB MOHETY B pyKe, IJIaBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOI'O ChIC-
Ka pacTepsIHHO MpPU3HAT:

— TepMUHIIBI KAKUM-TO 0Opa30M MPOIUIU MO0 OOPYIIEHHOMY
TYHHEJIIO Yepe3 Iopsl, Ipyroro nyTu K Ham HeT. Kak M 310 yna-
jock? W 1y14 4ero oHu 34ech? — OH MOMPAYHEN Y HAIPaBUIICA
K TOCTMHULIE, I1Ie OCTABUJI CBOM BEIM. YK€ Ha XO[y pacropsi-
nuncst: — Hamo cpouyno nipepgynpenuts kopossi. Bo3Bpaiiaemcs
B cronmuily! OctaBb HaOMOOATh 32 AMUPESh C TPHIIEITHIEM T1a-
Py UeJIOBEK, MyCTh JAOHOCAT 000 BCEM, YTO BUAAT, OOBIYHBIMU
nyTsMU. YBepeH, rje Oyner oH, Tam OyleT U oHa. [IeBKa CUJIbHO
paHeHa, IeBaThCs el OT Hero Hekyaa. K ToMy ke Tenepb oHa ero
JKEHa.

[Momymas, uto OyneT, Koraa KOposiib Y3HAeT O CBaIeOHOM pu-
TyaJie, CBSI3aBIIIEr0 ero n30paHHUILYy C HE3HAKOMIIEM, OOJIE3HEH-
Ho nipukycui ryoy. Kak ToppeH B3gymaeTr Haka3aTh €ro, HEBOJIb-
HO TOMY MOCTIOCOOCTBOBABIIIEMY, AK€ TPECTABUTH OBLIO XKYT-



KO.
Ho BriexaTb cpasy OH He CMOT — JOpOra BO3Jie TOCTUHHUITBI Obl-
JIa 3arpy’KeHa pasry/sBIIMMUCS rOpoKaHAMHU.



I'1aBa BTOopas

AMupesib OUHYJIACh OT HEMPHUSTHOTO MOKAIBIBAHUS B 3aThL-
Ke. KTo-To Tporai ee KoKy MPOXJIaJHBIMU TATBIAMH, CEPOUTO
BBITOBAPHBAsI Ha e[IBA 3HAKOMOM si3bIKe. XOTsI KacaHWs1 ObLIH eJie
OILyTUMBIMH, OCTpasi 60JIb BCE PABHO MPOHU3bIBANIA €€ OT Ma-
KYIIIKH JIO CaMbIX MATOK. [I04yBCTBOBAB Ha Ilee 4TO-TO OTBpA-
TUTEJIHHO JIMIIKOE, BOHIOUEE, MOMBITAIACH TIOTPOraTh TOJNOBY, HO
pyKa OecCHIbHO yrania.

— Y10 310 CO MHOW? — MPOIIIENTANIA OHA U YCJIbIIIIAIA B OTBET:

— Tebs1 Kpenko MPUIOKUIM IO TOJI0Be, KOJIyHbs. — [ooc
ObUT HE3HAKOMBIM, YyTh HACMEIIUIUBBIM, CO CTPAHHBIM aKIICH-
ToM. [ToueMy-To MOgyMaJIoCh, YTO TaK MOIJIa OBl pa3rOBapHBaTh
KoposeBa Jlycusi, eciut 6 Obuta kuBa. — Ho BOT Kakoro aemMoHa
sl KUHYJICsI Tes1 criacaTh, He TIOHMMAIO.

OHa ¢ TpyIoM NoAHsiIa Tshkesble BeKu. COIHIIe CIIeTUIo, X0-
TSI OHA W Jie)KaJla B TEHH BBICOKOTO Bsiza. HEMHOro MpuBHIKHYB K
SIPKOMY CBETY, pa3Iiisijiena CKJIOHHUBIIErocst HaJl Heil TOHKOKOCT-
HOTO MaJIbYMIIKY B CTPAHHOM OfIe’K/Ie C HAJBUHYTHIM Ha CaMble
ia3a KamomoHoM. Ho Korja OH 3aroBOpHJI HEIOBOJIBHO-YKO-
PU3HEHHBIM OAPUTOHOM, pelluia, YTo repe]] Hell BCe-Taku Ma-
peHb.

— Iouemy He BbI3OOpaBIMBaCIIb? — YKOPUZHEHHO CIIPOCHI
oH. — 51 Ha TeOs CTOJNIBKO CBOEW CakM M3BEJ, XOTS €€ OCTaOCh
COBCEM MaJIo, M ee Oepedb HYKHO, a ThI BCE JICKHIIIb, KaK IO-



konHuna! — M caenan crpanHbiii BbIBoA: — BpeaHas Thl, moxoxe,
yepecuyp.

— Thl ieuunI, MeHs caxxeil? — yAMBJIEHHO YyTOUHWIA AMUPEITb,
coo0pa3uB, OTKY/A y Hee Ha KOKe MEP3KOe OIILyIIeHUE JIUTTKOCTU
Y TPSI3U.

— Hy na. I[Tpruem Bcem nomoraiio, a Tede Het. — OH paccMart-
pUBaJ ee, Kak CTpaHHYIO0 OyKaIllKy, He TIOJYMHSIONLYIOCS 00Ie-
MPUHATHIM [PABUJIAM.

OHa mpuIoiHsUIach Ha JIOKTE, YTOO BHUMATEIbHEE ITOCMOT-
peTh Ha HEero, ¥ BCKPUKHYJIA: HA Hee CMOTPEJIH ee K€ MPOH3U-
TeJIbHO-CHHUE 11a3a. Eil Bce cTaio MoHSTHO.

— Tl TOXE ApEeBHEN KOPOIEBCKOW KPOBH, — CKa3aa, 00eccH-
JICHHO OTKMHYBILIMCh Ha TPaBy. A KPOBb HE JIEYUT KPOBb.

— Bpepummb? — cepnuto-06eCOKOEHHO CIIPOCUI TapeHb. —
Kakas kpoBb? KoponeBckasa? OTkyma y MeHsI KOpoJeBCKas
KPOBb?

— WctuHHas KOpoJieBCKasi KPOBb, — YIIPSIMO IMOBTOPUIIA AMHU-
pesb. — W ieynib Tl HE caxked, a MPOCTO pyKamu, Kak u a. C
Yero Thl MPUILIET KaKylo-TO Caxy?

— Her, sa 1e6s BooOIIIe He MOHUMAIO, — TTAPEHb 03a00YEHHO
nornynai eu y1o0. — XKapa Bpoe HeT, HO OpeIIb Thl YYIIIb.

C TpyaOM CIJIOTHYB TATYYYIO CJIIOHY U OCO3HAB, UTO Pa3roBa-
puBaTh OOJIBINE HE B CHJIaX, AMUPESIb OMPOCHJIA:

— Jaii nuTh, a TO B ropJjie NepPecoxio.

Ho napeHb BOpWIMBO BO3pa3WIL:

— B uem s tebe mute qam? B maponu? U roe Bomy Bo3bMy?



Her y mens muuero. 1 BooOmie Hanerke emy, onuH. U criemy.
Mopoku ¢ ToO0i MHE TOJIBKO M He XBatasio. U ¢ 4ero Tel HaBs-
3aJ1aCh Ha MOIO I'OJIOBY ?

Amupenb NPUIMIOMHUJIA, KaK repes 6ecnaMsTCTBOM M03Baia
Ha MOMOIIb.

— Tw1 MeHs cnac, motomy 4to s Tebs mo3ana. U Tl MeHst
ycnblian! 3Ha4uT, Mbl OTHOU KPOBU !

— 41 Te6s1 BOOOIIIE BIIEpBbIE B )KU3HU BIKY! — IPUKPBIB I71a3a
JIAJIOHBIO, OH C TOCKOM MOCMOTpEJ Ha 3axopsiiiee conHue. — Kak
Thl MOIJIa MEH$ M03BaTh? I HUKAKMX roJIOCOB HE CIbIIIAN !

— HaBepHoe, KpoBb criacaeT KpoBb, — pa3yMHO MPEANIONIOKUIIA
oHa. — {I cama B 3TOM II0XO pa3dbUpaioCh, HUTJE O CBOEW KPOBU
HE Hallla, XOTb MIPOCMOTpEJIa MOYTH BCE KHUTH U PYKOIIUCH O
KopoJeBe Jlycuu, yTo OBUTH B KOPOJIEBCKOM KHHWTOX PaHWJIUIIIE.
MoskeT ObITh, Thl 3HAEIIb OOJIBIIIE?

— Huuero g He 3Ha10 M 3HaTh HE X04uy! — CEpAUTO OTPEe3all OH,
BBINIPAMJISISICh. — M BooOIIIe, MHE exaTth nopa!

AMUpens COCpeaoTOuMIach W MpHKa3aia, HAJEsICh Ha IO-
MOIIb CBOETO aMyJIeTa:

— Jlaii MHe cHavaia nuTh!

— Bor npucrana! — napenb BKOHEl pa303auics. — Tbl He TO-
HUMaellib, yTo Tebe roBopsaT? [loBroputs? Het y MeHs 1yist TeOst
HUYeEro!

HeByika pacrepsinack. HeyxTo oHa yTpaTuia BO3MOXHOCTh
ynpasisaTh Joabmu? Vi Te, B KOM TOke Te4eT UCTUHHASI KOpPO-
JIEBCKasi KPOBb, HE MOAUUHSAIOTCS ee npukazam? 1 kamens Jly-



CUM HE MOXET UMH yIPaBJIAThH?

Ho nute xotenock yxacHo, 1 AMUpelib, IPUBCTaB, TOCMOT-
pesia Bokpyr. OHa Jiexkasia Ha Kparo Jieca, BIAJIEKe yrpoKaoIum
TEeMHBIM a0pHUCOM BHIHEIIMCh CTOPOKEBBIE OAITHM ABepHOYpra.
['opozickor mocajt oTcioa coBceM OJTM3KO !

— ¥V MeHs 31ech HenopajaeKky oM, — OHA MaxHyJla PyKoW Ha-
npaBo. — Tam ecTb ¥ BOJIa, U KpykKu. Y neHbru.

— VY MeHs ecTh JIeHbI', MHE YYKHMX He HaJI0! — BLICOKOMEPHO
oTKazaJscs napeHs — Bor ere! O6oiiaych!

— 51 TeGe cBom u He mpeaarain. OHM MHE CaMOU HYXHBI, —
MHUPOTIOOUBO TIOSICHWIIA OHA, PA3MBIIILIsSAS, KaK ObI CTEpETh C 3a-
THUIKA U I1Ien Mep3KYyIo caxy. — Kcratu, kak Te0s1 30ByT? I AMu-
penb Beputu, u3 KpecThsiH.

OH MPHOCAHWUIICS ¥ TOPAETUBO COOOIITHL:

— ®eppyH. 4 cam mo cebde.

AmMupesb HeJJOBEpPYMBO MPUIILYPUIACh.

— Kakoe crpannoe nms. Hukoria Huaero nogoOHOro He Clibl-
xajya. Tel oTKyna?

OH NoBepHYJICH K 10Ty U YyTh IPUHAXMYPHIICS, BIISIABIBASICh
B HEU3BECTHYIO € JaJib.

— N3 Tepmunyca.

— TepmuHyc? — AMHUpESb HUKAK HE MOIJIA BCIIOMHUTb, YTO
910. Ha3BaHue ObUIO 3HAKOMO, HO TOJIOBA OT HAIPSKEHUs pa3-
Oosenach Tak, YTO B IJla3ax HAYaJIv IJIaBaTh KPOBaBble TOUKHU, HE
naBasi tymatb. — ['ie 3to? Hukak He Mory cooOpasuThb. . .

OH nocMoTpesT Ha Hee Kak Ha HEJJ0YMKa.



— 9710 cTpaHa Ha ore ot Ceepcrana. He 3Haemb, uyro nm?
XOTs$1, eclv Thl U3 KPECThsIH, TO OTKYy/Ia TeOe MPO ITO 3HATH?

[IpUBBIKHYB K €ro BBICOKOMEPHOW MaHepe W3bSICHITHCS,
Awmmupenb Ha peHeOpeKUTENbHbII TOH HEe OTpearupoBaa.

— A, BcriomHMIIa! — 06pajioBasiach OHA HEOKUIAHHOMY TTPO-
CBETY B MbIC/ISX. — OTTya K Ham mpuexana Koposesa Jlycusi.
DTO OT HEe Y MEHSI KOPOJIEBCKAsi KPOBb.

OH HeJOBOJILHO XPIOKHYJI, 3aJ]paB HOC.

— l'oBopsIT, KOpONIEBCcKast KpoBb ronydasi. OHa y 1edst uTo, To-
nybas? — GeppyH MpoBeJI MO ee 3aThUIKY PYKOW W MOKa3asl ei
KPAacHYIO OT KPOBH JIAJJIOHb. — YTO-TO HE MOXOXKE.

— ITO K€ MPOCTO TaK FOBOPUTCS, — HEJOBOJILHO BbIIOXHYJIA
Awmupenb. — Y mofeil KpoBU roy0oro 1pera He ObIBaerT.

deppyH Ope3rMBO BHITEP OKPOBABJIEHHYIO PYKY O TPaBYy.

— Y 1e6s kpoBb He ocTaHaBnuBaeTcs. Counrtcs u countcs. [le-
peBsi3aTh ecTh yeM? §l CBOIO ofieskay u3-3a TeOsi MOPTUTH HE CO-
OMparoch.

Omna ornsigena ce6s. Ecnm 6 oHa Obuta B 11aThe, MOXKHO OBLIO
ObI OTOPBATH MOJIOCY OT HYKHel 100ku. Ho pBath 1 6e3 Toro mo-
pBaHHYIO pyOaxy 3HAYMUJIO OCcTaThesl moayrosioi. CHoBa momnpo-
cua:

— JlaBaii moneM KO MHE JOMOM, TaM Y MEHS €CTb YeM Iepe-
BsA3aTh paHy. D10 Henaneko. [IpaBia, Tam Ha MeHs 3acana ObLia
ycrpoeHa. HaBepHoe, 310 onacHo. Bapyr KTo-To Tam octaiicsl u
MOJKapayIuBaeT? — AMUpENb TYT ke MOXKaJeIa O CKa3aHHOM.
Ei1 ka3asiock, 4TO MocJie 3Toro npeaynpexaeHus PeppyH TyT ke



OTKa)XETCH C HEM UATH.

K ee yauBieHmio, 3TH coBa BO3bIMENN O0OpPAaTHOE JICHCTBUE.
[MTapenb TyT e B30OAPUIICS U YAOBJIETBOPEHHO 3asIBUL:

— Hukakux 3acaj st He 60I0Ch, 3TO U1 MEHsI pa3BJeyeHue, Tak
9TO MoKAeM K Tebe, yroBopuia. Ho Teds mepeBs3aTh HajIo Cel-
gac, OBICTPO, MOKA KPOBBIO HEe MCTeKIa. MOXKeT, OT TBOMX IITa-
HOB KYCOK OTOpPBaTh?

AMupep pe/ICTaBUIa, KaK €€ TOJIble HOTH MEJIbKAIOT CKBO3b
JpaHble ITaHuHBL. [a erie u canor Ha Hell HeT, KOMY OHU BJIPYT
noHagoommmcs? Majo Toro, 4to Horu OOChIe, Tak erle U MyX-
CKMe IITaHbl Ha Hell OynyT panbiMu! Bot mo3op-to kakoii! Ecnm
KTO-TO BCTPETUTCS, HE MUHOBATh OCKOPOJICHUA.

PemmrenbHo 3anporecroBana:

— MeHs 1 Tak 4yTh He YOWJIU 32 TO, YTO s MO-MYXCKHU OfIeTa,
a €CJY ellle ¥ HOTU Harosio OyayT...

— Hy u orcranas xe y Tebs cTpaHa! — OH IOCMOTpEN BOKPYT
C BBIPAQXXEHUEM MPEBOCXOJICTBA U 33Apat OAOOPOJIOK.

OHa nopa3uiiach.

— A y Te0s1 uT0, He Tak ? JKeHIIHaM MOXHO B MYKCKOH OfIeXk-
ne xogutb? B camom aene? Tol He Bpelb?

deppyH 03agaueHHO M0Yecas B 3aThUIKE.

— He 3Haro, 51 Ha 620 BooOIIe He cMoTpio. Kakoe MHe nieno, B
yeM oHU XoAAT? XoTs ATHecc B ImTaHax oT rpada yoerana, 3o
s nmomH©. — U1 yrpiomo ckazan: — JlagHo, nonum K Tede. Xots
BPEMEHMU KaJlb. Y MEHS ero Majno. MeHs KIyT.

Awmmupens 00paoBaHO KMBHY/IA 1 BCKPUKHYJIA OT OCTPOM 00-



JI1, IpoH3UBIIeH ueperl. [IpuokuB pyKy K MyJIbCUPYIOLIEMY 3a-
TBUIKY, IPOCTOHATIA:

— Hapetock, 3acajibl MHe OOJIbIIIE YCTpauBaTh He OyayT. A TO
ellle OJHOIO TAKOTO y/lapa MHE He MEPEXUTb.

— A Bapyr OyayT? — 3T0 OBUTO CKAa3aHO C TAWHOW HAJEK IO, —
A 4T0, TeOs1 IMEHHO TaM U CTYKHYJIH?

OHa HepBHO MoaTBepaWsa. BCIOMHUIUCH 3710pajiHbIe CJI0-
Ba «IOMNaJIach, rofyoyIlKa» U IMOCEA0BAaBIIAs 32 STUM CUJIb-
Has 60sb. Eff He X0Tenoch BO3BpaIIaThCs B CTABIIUI OMACHBIM
JIOM, HO TaM OCTaJIOCh BC€ HYXKHOE /151 ’KU3HU. Tenepb, Koraa y
Hee CTpaIHO OoJiesia rojioBa M COCPEIOTOUUTHCSI OHA HE MOIIa,
YIPaBIATh JIOAbBMU HE MONYy4UTCs. be3 IeHer e He MpPOXKUTh.
Nnru BCe paBHO npuaeTcs.

— JlagHo, ceifuac, — HeBeCTh YeMy 0OpaioBaHHbIN PeppyH 10-
CBUCTEJI, Ha €r0 30B MPUMYAIach CUMITATUYHASI TOHKOHOTasl JIO-
magka. Iloxsonas ee no Kpymny, OH IpeACTaBUII €€, Kak 4eJloBe-
Ka: — 910 Arge. OHa Bce MOHUMaeT. YMHHUIIA.

AmMupenb IPUKpPbLIA 71432 U MOMbITAIach MO3BaTh CBOIO, BEp-
Hee, YTHAHHYIO JIOLIa/lb, HO HUYEro He Noay4yuiock. CTouso en
HAaIpsiubCsl, YTOO BBI3BATD B TOJIOBE 00pa3 Jiolaiu, Kak 60b Ha-
pacraia, He JaBasi HU O YeM IyMaTb.

Buns ee cnabocts, PeppyH JerKo MOAHSIT AEBYIIKY Ha KO-
OBLIKY, 3acKOoumT caM. OHa OeCCHITHHO MOIOKKIIa OONEBIYIO TO-
JIOBY €My Ha IUIEYO, Mavkas KpoBblo ero goporoit kagprad. OH
MOMOPUIWICSI, HO TPOMOJTYAJL.

Arde JIErko JOHECa WX MO MyCTBIHHOM JOPOTe 10 MOcajaa.



— Hukoro u3 roposxkan Het. [Toxoxe, Bce B ropoJie, OTMEUYaroT
Harny cBapOy. TaM Kakoro-To rowia BHIKATHIA HECKOJIBKO Jie-
CATKOB OOUEK, MOKA BCE HE OITyCTOIIAT, He oroMHSTCs. — Dep-
PYH OLIEHMBAIOILIE CMOTPEJ 10 CTOPOHaM, OTMeYasi U HEB3pay-
HOCTb MECTHBIX JOMUIIIEK, U HeMTPUOPaHHOCTh JBOPOB. — Hy n
yOoro TyT y Bac, — criesiajl oH HenpustHbI yisi CeBepcTaHa Bbl-
BOJI. — $1 OBI 3/1€Ch KUTH HE XOTEJL.

AMupenp yciblilana TOJAbKO OHO U MEPECHpPOCHia, PEIINB,
9TO OT OOJIU €M CIIBIIIUTCS YTO-TO HECYCBETHOE:

— Ysio cBagpOy oT™MevaoT?

OH (bIpkHYII:

— 4 yxe ckazan: Hauy. [Tocne ygapa mioxo CJIblIHIb ?

Ona nomMoJTyana, 0Co3HaBast CHOTCIMOATENbHYI0 HOBOCTb.

— A 3a4eM Thl HA MHE KeHWUJICS1? — CHJT BO3MYILIAThCS y Hee He
ObLIO, HO BCE PABHO TOJIOC MPO3BYYasl pa304apOBAHHO.

— MoHO nonymars, 3To Moe xejaHue! f1 Takxke XoTes Ha Te-
0e JKeHUTHCS, KaK Thl BHIXOOUTh 32 MEHSI 3aMYXK, — CKaH/IaJIbHO
3asBr1 PeppyH. — MHe npunuiock, 4tod criactu teds. Keratwm,
s XOTeJT BCE ITO OBIIJIO MPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO MOPYOUTH B KAITyCTy,
HO Thl MHe He fana! [Toatomy 6e3 mperensuii! Cuam THXO U He
BO3MYIIIAKCS MOMYCTY! — ¥ YHUUMAKUTENBHO J100aBuI: — Mutast
JKEHyIIKa!

Amupens BooOIIIe HE TTOMHUJIA, YTO MPOU3OILIO HA TOPOJ-
CKOM IUIOIIA/IY, IO3TOMY PEINIa HE 3JIUTh CBOETO BCIIBUIBYMBO-
ro cracutesisi. YKa3aB Ha KpaHUW JJOM Tepejt JIOTOM, PajioCTHO
BOCKJIMKHYIA:



— Bot crout moit tomuk. BepHee, He Moii, a KOJIIyHbH, KOTO-
PYIO 32 YTO-TO COXKIVIM Ha TUIOLIA/IM B IPOLUIOM TOfY.

deppyH BO3MYILIEHHO OKPYIJIMAJ [JIa3a.

— Kakue nukue Tyt oObruan. 51 He MOMHIO, YTOO y HAC KOrO-TO
*r. Bot pa3ooitHuKoB BemawoT, ObiBaio. Ho u To peaxko. [pu
MHE HU OJTHO¥ ITyOJIMYHON Ka3HU He ObLJIO. A TYT 9TO pa3Bjede-
HUe, YTO JIM, TaKoe, Bpojie OaslaraHa ckomopoxoB? JKuBerte cKy4-
HO?

OCTaHOBUBILIMCh BO3JIE€ HEBBICOKOIO IITAKETHUKA, OH CIle-
LIWJICS, OTKPBLI KAJIMTKY, 3aBeJ1 Ar¢pe BHYTPb 3apOCLIETO COPHS-
KaMu JJBOPHUKA, OCTOPOKHO CIYCTHJI AMUpEb C JIOIIAIU U T0-
ca/vjl Ha HU3KYI0 CKAMEEUKy BO3JIE Yalllk KOJIOMLA.

— BorT, meit cKoJIbKO XOuelllb, a 51 TPOBepIo, YTO TaM y TeOs B
nome penaercs. IHTepecHo, U3 3acaabl KTO-TO octajcs? Xopo-
IO OBI... — C MPEABKYIIEHUEM IPOTOBOPHUIT OH.

BeiTalimB M3 HOXEH M€Y, OJHMM IIPbIKKOM 3aCKOUYMJI Ha
KPbLIbLIO, PACMaxHYJ He3alepTylo JBEPh U BOILLEN BHYTPb.

C TpyaoM HaKJIOHHMBIIKCH, AMHpesh HaOpasia B JIQJIOHU XO-
JIONHYIO YUCTYIO BOY W NIPUHSJIACH MTUTh MAJIEHbKMMHU IJIOTKa-
MH, TO W JIeJIO B3[paruBas OT Pa3/allUXCsl BHYTPU CTYKOB U
mopoxoB. HanuBiimch, mpuseryia Ha CKaMenKy, Cujl CU/IETh He
ObLJTI0, CTA0OCThH TOHMMAJA.

deppyH BbIIIET HAPYKY, yKe yOpaB Med B HOXKHBI, U pa30oya-
POBAHHO 3asBUJI:

— Het tam Hukoro. A xaib. JJaBHO MeuyoM He Maxail.

AMUpENb C YKOPOM CIIPOCHUIIA:



— Tebe upaBuTCs yOuBath Jitoziei?

Jlerko moaxBaTvB JEBYIIIKY Ha PYKH, OH MOHEC ee B A0M, MO-
SICHSISI HA XOAY:

— Hopmauphbix moneit Her, BparoB ga. — M kak camo co-
6011 pasymeroltieecst 3asiBUJT: — 3HACIITb, KAKOU 1 CUJTbHBIA BOMH?
Jlydre MeHst Ha BceM OeJIoM CBeTe HeT!

Amupens Bepuiia, 4To 3TO TakK, HO HEyMepeHHasl MoXBajib0a
pe3aiia yimu. 1 yero on nocrosiHHo xBactaer? He 3Haer, 4To Tak
HE MPUHSTO?

YcaauB ee Ha KpOBaTh, OH CIIPOCKIT:

— Yem Tebe rosioBy nepeps3ath? KpoBb Bce ertie counTcst. ITo
wioxo. U kak TeGe momoub, s He 3Ha0. — C yKOpoM J00aBuII,
OyATO 3TO MCKIIOYMTENILHO ee BUHa: — Bcex yeun, a Te0s He
MoJTy4aercsl.

Ona Besiena O0CTaTh U3 CYHIyKa O€yl0 HOYHYIO COPOYKY.
[MonHsB KpbiKy, PeppyH MPUCBUCTHY.T:

— Jla THI ieBHILIA C IPUJAHBIM, OHAKO! Yero TyT Tosbko HeT! —
BBITAIIIMJI OTAEJIaHHbIE TOHKUM KPY>KeBOM HEKHO-PO30BbIE MaH-
TQJIOHBI ¥ HEOPEKHO PACTPSAXHYIL.

Amupenb cTpeMUTeNbHO NoKpacHena. Jlydie Obl oHa cama
YTO-HHOY/Ih HaIlIa!

deppyH NPUITOKIIT UX K ceOe, Apbirast JJTUHHBIMA HOTaMu U
KOKETJIMBO IIOBOPAYMBASICH TO OJTHUM OOKOM, TO JIPYTUM, BUXJISISI
IIPY STOM TOIIUM 33JI0M.

— U kak s TeGe, HpaBIOCh? — MPOIHUIIIAJ, MTOIPasKast BHICOKO-
My KEHCKOMY TOJIOCY.



— A Hy MoNOXU 0OPaTHO, TIYMbIA MAaJTbUMIIKA! — IPOIIUTIE-
Ja AMUpeib, HAPACHO MBITasiCh BCTaTh. OT yCUIIMS KPYKUJIACh
rOJIOBA, M YEpHOTA 3acTUIaJIa [JI1a3a.

PaccmesiBInch, OH HEOPEKHO IIBBIPHYJT TAHTAJIOHB 0OPATHO
B CYHJIyK M JJOCTaJI TOHKYIO OeJTyI0 COPOUKY.

— JTa, YTO JIU? — OHA KUBHYJIA.

Py0ariky ObUTO KaJib, ee WM IS Hee 1Mo 3akazy Memccu
eme B Xomuiroypre, HO 4To jAenath? Bosbllle paHy nepeBsizaTb
OBbLIIO HEYEM.

®deppyH OIHMM [IBUKEHUEM Pa30opBall €€ Ha JIBE HEPOBHBIC
yactu. [logomen Kk AMupenb, nepeBepHyI €e Ha KUBOT U MOJI-
HsLJ1 HABEPX BOJIOCHL. YBUJEB I'PS3HBIN KOJITYH U NEPEMa3aHHbIN
B KPOBM U Caxe 3aThUIOK, BBIPYTaJICs, B3sUI CO CTOJNA IYCTYIO
KPYKKY W BbIILIEN U3 JoMa. BepHyscs yxe ¢ Bogoud. Hamounin
MOJIOBUHY COPOYKH M MPUHSIICS OCTOPOXKHO OTTUPATh €1 KOKY
Y BOJIOCHI.

AMupenp MOpIIMIACh OT JIEASTHOM BOJbI, TKaHb Ka3ajach
JKECTKOW, HO OHA CTOMKO Tepriesna. Jloiblie BCero OH OTTUpal 3a-
TMIEKIIYIOCS MOMOJIaM C caxker KpoBb ¢ 1ien. [lotom Tyro nepessi-
3aJ1 paHy U CIIPOCHJI:

— TeOs1 BBIMBITB BCIO, @ TO ThI OOJILHO TpsI3HAS ?

3aCTeCHABIINCH, AMUPENb HEMEUIS OTKA3AJ1aCh.

— Hy v BoHs# nasnblie, eciiv Xo4elllb, — MUJIOCTUBO Pa3perui
OH U TIOUIEN K BBIXOY. — A MHE IIOpa eXarb.

PazoOmxkeHHass AMHpeIb XOTella cKa3aTh, YTO OH BOJIEH Jie-
JlaTh BCE, YTO XOYET, HO BCIIOMHWJIA O MPUBUJIEBIIEMCS €1 Ha



riomaau ajgopmene Berre. A ecam 310 1 BopsaMb oH? U 310
TOT/a, KOrjia oHa coBepieHHo OecriomorHa? Ee Hakpbuia BoHa
cTpaxa.

— Tl xouenib MeHs TyT octaBuTh? Ho MeHs ke yobioT! — oHa
B MAHMKE MPOTsHYJIA K HeMy pyku. — B ABepHOypre cam riasa
KOPOJIEBCKOTO TauHOTO chicka! OH HaBepHSsIKa Iprexas 3a MHOM |
W 3acapy MHE yCTpOWII TOXE OH!

Ho ®eppyH HeOpe:kHO OTMaxHYJICH.

— MHe He 10 Te0s1, HY’)KHO CIIeNNTh, B TepMuHyce uieT BOMHa.

— To1 mpuexan B CeBepcraH 3a mogMoron ? — forajanacs AMu-
peJib.

— MoOXHO U Tak cka3arb, — NpoTsaHy1 PeppyH. — MHe HykeH
Balll KOPOJIb.

— Torma eI MpocTO 00s513aH B3SATh MEHS ¢ CO00i! — AMHpEIh
70 IpOXH O0sIaCh OCTABaThCS 371€Ch B OMMHOYECTBE. — S 3HaI0
nopory B croiuiyy. K ToMy ke 1 TBOSI 3aKOHHAs1 K€Ha, U Thl MO0-
KJISJICA MEHA 3alUInaTh!

OH cepauTo BO3pa3miL:

— 41 TeOs yke pa3 3aIuTII, U XBaTUT, OOJIbIIIE He Oy1y, HEKO-
raa MHe. Eciu Tbl NOCTOSIHHO BJMMAENIb B HEPUATHOCTH, TO -
TO TYT Ipu4em?

Amupenb CTajo kaib ceOs A0 ce3. DTO OHA-TO BJIMIAET B
HenpuATHOCTU? Jla OHAa MEYTaeT O TUXOW CIIOKOWHOW KW3HHU!
Pa3Be oHa BUHOBaTa, YTO B HEW MPOCHYJIACh 3TA BOBCE HE HYXK-
Has el KopoJieBckasi KpoBb? Eciu 6 y Hee He ObLIO 9TOM Ky TKOU
KPOBH, OHA JKIJIa Obl CIIOKOMHO B CBOEH JIEPEBYIIIKE, MOXKET, 3a-



MyX)eM Obl ke ObLia. . .

JleByIlIKa THXOHBKO BCXJIMITHYJIA, HETOYsl HA CBOIO KOBapHYIO
Cynp0y.

deppyH ¢ mocamoil mpociaeaul 3a KanalolMMUA U3 €€ I1a3
cinezamu. PacxoauBiivecss BoTHaMu BOKPYT HEE ropeyb U CTpax
HEOXKMJAHHOM BUHOM JIeITIM eMy Ha cepaue. OTBepHYBIIMCh U
CKpUIIHYB 3y0aMH, YCTyNas HEMpPUBBIYHOMY COYYBCTBHIO, OH
HEXOT$ COIJIACUJICH:

— JlagHo, ceromus st OcTaHych 371ech, ¢ ToO0i. Ho 3aBTpa mo-
ey asbiie. — B3rIssHyB Ha CTpeMHUTENTHHO TeMHelolee Hebo 3a
OKHOM, OeccTpacTHO pazodapoBail: — M He HaJelcs, YTO BO3bMY
Te0s1 ¢ coOoi. MHe Takast BOJIbIHKA HU K YeMY.

— KoneuHo, ocrapaiicsi, — npuoOoapuiach AMupesb, Bellb
HEW3BECTHO, YTO emle OyneT 3aBTpa, BO3MOKHO, OH HUKYAa He
NOeJIeT WM BCe-TaKM BO3bMET €€ ¢ COOOM, — HOYbIO Ha TEMHOM
nopore nenars Heyero. Huuero ne BunHo. [la u onacHo.

— 41 cebs1 ropaz o Jyuliie YyBCTBYIO HOUBIO, — XOJIOIHO BO3pa-
3uJ1 OH. — COJHLIE MEHA CJIenUT. XOpoUIo, YTO 3/1€Ch OHO HE Ta-
Koe sIpKoe, Kak B Tepmunyce. Ho Bce paBHO B pasrap AHS IIpU-
XOWTCS HATATUBATh Ha TOJIOBY KAIlIOLIOH, YT00 cOepeyb Iiiasa.

Awmmupenb noexusnace. [la yenoBek s oH BooOme? Koxa y
HETo CIIMIIKOM Oeiasi, BOJIOCH YepHbIe, KaK CMOJIb, Takux B Ce-
BEpCTaHE OHA OTPOJSCh HE BCTpEvasa, 1a U BUJUT OH B TEMHOTE
Jyd1ie, yem rpu 6esioM ceere. MoxkeT, oH Byprasiak Kakoi? Ot
9TOM MBICIIH CTAJIO He MO ce0e, U MO KOXKe MPOHECACh HEMPUsT-
Hasl MO3EMKaA.



Ho cnaboctpb He gana goinro 06 3ToM pa3IyMbIBaTh, OT JII0OO-
r0 CaMOro HUYTOXXHOTO YCHJIMSI TOJIOBY HAYMHAJIO JIOMUTh TaK,
OyATO B HEll HOX MoBopauuBaiu. Jla M Kakas efl pa3HuIla, KTO
oH? Ecim 6 He OH, HEM3BECTHO, UTO O ¢ Hel crano. CKBO3b Ty-
MaH B roJIoBe CMyTHO TIOMHUJIMCH IpeTeH3uH BpIoKTa, ero criop
C MECTHBIM 3JIJIOPMEHOM.

Yero oHu Bce OT Hee XOTAT? B ux 1000Bb OHAa HE Bepua.
ABepH HajesIcs ¢ ee TOMOIIbIO, BepHee, ¢ TIOMOIIbI0 e BO3-
MOKHOCTEH, €CJI U He 3aHSATh KOPOJIEBCKUM MPECTOJN, TO XOTS
O onbITaThest. Yto u caenan Toppen. [Ipu Mbiciu o Kopose
OHa TIOMOPIIIWJIACH, 320bIB O PAHEHOM 3aThLJIKE.

— UYro, rosioBa cuibHO HOeT? — PeppyH 3ameTus ee OoIe3HeH-
Hble rpuMachkl. — JlaBaii XOTh IUIIKY pa30TPy, MEHbIIIE CaJHUTD
Oyzier.

OHa MOKOPHO MOJICTaBUJIa €MY 3aThUIOK M TOJIbKO TUXOHBKO
ImMIesa oT 00JM, Korja OH ClIydaiiHO 3ajeBasl Haubosee 60e3-
HeHHble MecTa. [locyie pacTupaHus CyKpOBHIIA POCTYIHJIA CHO-
Ba, BbIMAYKaB nepeBsisKy. OH CHSIT MOKPYIO TKaHb, OTOPBAJI OT
COPOYKH HOBYIO TIOJIOCY U MEepeBsI3all €€ roj0BYy 3aHOBO.

[Tocne nepeBsi3ku OOIb OTCTyNIIIA, U AMUPESTh TPOBATUIACH
B COH, JJa’ke He MOJAyMaB pa3/IeThCHl.

[TocMoTpeB Ha HaBsI3aHHYIO eMy keHy, PeppyH NpUITIETKHYJT
naJibliaMu, OY/ITO MPOTOHSISI HEJISMYI0 MBIC/Ib, U OTITPABUIICS HA
pa3BefKy. UTo-To eMy roBOpHIIO, UTO JIIOU, CTPEJISBIINE B HETO
C KPBIIIH, HA TOM HE YCTIOKOSITCSI.

Emy He HpaBuiach 3Ta BapBapckas crpaHa. Hanmanate Ha cna-



Oyio 0e33alUTHYIO JIEBYIIKY, Ia K TOMY K€ TallHO, U3-3a yIja,
MOIJIH, TI0 €T0 PA3yMEHUIO, TOJBKO KAIKHE TPYCHI.

Bpiiizist u3 joma, 000I11esT ero BOKPYT, JIETKO MepenpbhirHyB Ye-
pe3 MOKOCUBIIIYIOCSI I3ropo/ib. Huuero oracHoro He OOHapyXuB,
BEpHYJICSI 00paTHO, Jier Ha TPaBKe BO3JIe KPbUICUKA, HA BCSIKUI
ClTy4aid TOJIOKUB PAJOM C cOOOW OOHAKEHHBI Med U JIYK CO
CTpesamH.

EMy o4eHb XOTenoch, 4To0 Te, KTO Hamasl Ha JeBYIIKY, Bep-
HYJIMCh CIOJ]a 9TOM HOYbI0. BOT ToOr/1a Obl OH HaKa3aJl uX Kak clie-
JyeT, Hy W pa3BJieKcst Obl 3a0/1HO. M HUKTO O eMy cJIoBa Torepek
CKaz3arh He TIOCMeJ, Be/Ib OH ObLT Obl MMOJTHOCTHIO B CBOEM ITpaBe!
U naxe CumbBepy, 6€30CTAHOBOYHO PaJICIOIIEMY 3a CIIPABEIU-
BOCTb, HE B 4eM OBUIO OBl €r0 YIPEKHYTh.

Arde 6e3MATEKHO Maciach B 3apOCIlieM TPaBOW Oropojie, u3-
peaKa JTOBOJIBHO BCXparibiBasi, Halsi 0COO0 BKYCHYIO TPaBKY.
Houb crosina Tuxass, Oe3nmyHHast U O6e33Be3/Hasi, Kakasi-1o Oe-
Jecasi, mouytu OeciiBeTHasi. PeppyHy yKe MPUIILIOCh MPOBECTU
HECKOJIbKO HOYEH B 9TOM HEZIPYKETIOOHOM Kpalo, 1 1aXKe 3BE3Ibl
371ech ObLTM TOpa3[0 MeNbue U He TaKhe SpKHhe, Kak B POJHOM
Tepmunyce.

3akpbIB IV1a3a, 3apemMaJl, He TIHITasCh OOJIbIIe OCTAaHABIUBATH
TUISICABIIIME TIepe]| IMla3aMK HETIOHSTHbIE YeJIOBEUECKUe TeHHU.
Heckonbko pa3 MenbkHyJa AMUpenTh B HEYIOOHOM CTapoOMO[I-
HOM OJICSIHUM, TBITABIIASICS YTO-TO My CKa3aTh, HO OH TOJIBKO
NiepeBepHYJICS Ha Jpyrou OOK, A0cajays, 4To Jaxe BO CHE OT Hee
HET MOKOSI.



[TocpeariHe HOUM TIPOCHYJICS OT TUXUX KPAAYIIMXCS II1aroB.
Kakou-To MyxuuHa 1ies croja, nbliTasCh OCTaThCsl HE3aMEYEH-
HbIM. EMy OBl 3TO ynanoch, OH IBUTAJICS TIOUTH OECITyMHO, HO
deppyH 00naaT HEUETOBEUYECKUM CIYXOM, CIIOCOOHBIM pac-
CHBIIIATH MTOJIET 0A0OUKH.

OH 11aBHO, KaK JIMKUH 3BEPb, MMOJHSICA, BCTAJ 32 PAaCKU/IU-
CTYIO CTapylo OJIbXY, POCHIYIO IOCPEAUHE IBOPA, U MPUCTyIIaI-
cs1. [1laru nokpysKuiaM BOKPYT Jioma, OTOM YIIUIY 32 KJIMTKY Ha
yauily. PeppyH NOCie0Bal 3a HE3BAHBIM TOCTEM.

OCTaHOBMBIIIUCH BO3JIE MIATKOTO 3a00pa, TOT MaXHYJ PyKOH
C 3a)KaThiIM B HEW OTOHBKOM. 3aMHTpUroBaHHbI PeppyH mo-
no0pasics moONmxke, Kejnask pacCMOTPETh OTOHEK MOOJHKe. ITO
OKa3aJICs CBETAIIUICS B TEMHOTE (DUOJIETOBBIM IIBETOM KaMeHb.
Takux OH ellie He BUJIEIN, 3aX0TEJIOCh TIOCMOTpeTh noomke. Ho
JIOOOMBITCTBO MPUILIOCH TIEPECHITUTh — HA CUTHAJT TTOATSHYJINCh
BOMHBI, CTapaTeIbHO TMPHUICPKHUBAOIINE PyKaMy OOHAaKEHHBIE
Meuu, 4ToO He IIIyMeTh, HO T€ BCE PABHO CJIETKA TO3BSIKUBAJIH B
HOYHOMW THUIIIAHE.

He3sBanble rocty roBopwiiv Thxo, Ho PeppyH Bce Ciblian u
Bujien. W TO, 4TO OH CJIbIIIaJl, eMy He TOHPABUJIOCH:

— I'maBa TaliHOTO ChICKa MpUKAa3al YCTPOUTh 3acany 34ech, —
HIeNnTaa HENPUATHBIM CUILIBIN Tosioc. — CHoBa. OH yBepeH, 4To
JIeBKA HUKY/la YUTU HE CMOXKET, MO3TOMY BepHeTcs cioaa. OHa
CWIbHO paHeHa W UCTeKaeT KpoBblo. Ee Haj0 cBsi3aTh U mpuHe-
CTU B TOCTHUHHUILY K JJJOPMEHY. A BOT €€ HOBOMCIIEYEHHOTO MY-
KEHbKa YOUTb.



OnuH U3 COOOITHUKOB UCITyTaHHO POOOPMOTAJT:

— A Kak NnopemuTh 3TOro CMHEer1a3oro neMoHa? OH yxke JByX
HAIllMX Ha TOT cBeT crpoBaaui. C Hero craHeTcsi U HaC MOyou-
BaTh, OH ke Hactosimid Oepcepk. f Takux emie He Bugan. U
BCTpeuaThcsi ¢ HUM B 6010 He xouy. U He B 6010 Toke. OH moaei
KaJIeYnT U YOUBAET, KaK CEMEUKH INEeJIKAeT.

— Hukro 104 B 6011 1 He noceliaer. Chaenaere Bce THXO, U3
3acaapl. YTo, BBl BCEMEPOM HE OTIIPABUTE HA TOT CBET OJHOIO
Tomero napHs? He Bcrymaiite ¢ HUM B OMMKHUN OO, TOJIBKO
u Bcero. ApOasietsl ke y Bac ecth? CTpensiite co BceX CTOPOH,
Kyaa-HuOyab aa momnanere! He Tpychre, MOKHO MOIyMaTh, BbI
BIIEpBbIE JII0Iel yOuBaeTe! — noa0oApuII UX I1aBapb U J0OABUI
yke cypoBo: — BrinonHsiite npukas sngopmeHa Berre, a To o
Belb U pa3o3muThesi Moker! Camu 3Haete, 4to Torga Oyzer!

Bospaxenuin He nocneaoBano. Ociaymarbes I1aBy TalHOTO
KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MOT TOJIBKO TOT, KOMY KHU3Hb HaJI0€J1a.

deppyH MpeaBKyIIAoIIe YIBIOHYIICS BO BECh POT U MO
CBOM BepHBIN Med. BoT oH 1 noxaancs ceoero yaca! Bee nocnen-
Hee BpeMsi PeppyHy ObUIO ykacHO CKyuHO. CKOJIBKO pa3 OH TO-
KaJiel1, YTo MOCTyIIaJICs KaKyIo-TO IPEBHIOK Pa3BaIMHY B KOPO-
JIEBCKOM ABopue TepmuHyca v otripaBuics cieaoM 3a CuiibBe-
pPOM BMECTO TOTO, YTOO eXaTh BOeBaTh ¢ UMrapainamu. Bor Tam
emMy ObUIO OBl TOpa3/io Beceiee.

[Toxox B CeBepcraH BbUIWICS B OECKOHEYHOE MPEepeKaHue ¢
CBIHOM HaMecCTHHKa. To He Moru, 310 He cMeli! Pasrpedanue ka-
MEHHBIX 3aBAJIOB B TYHHEJIE I10J] TOPaMU ¥ BOBCE CBEJIO €T0 € yMa.



Ho tenepb-To oH pa3seercs! OTBezeT Aylly 3a BCe MOCIEIHEE
YHBUIOE BPEMEYKO.

BeciirymMHO nepenpbirHyB 4epe3 orpaay, OH BHE3aIHO, HE Ta-
SIChb, CIIPOCUJI y CTPAKHUKOB, BCE €I TOMUYIIMXCA HAa OJHOM
MecTe:

— JlioOute yousats?

Te MOMEHTaJIPHO 3aMaXHYJIHWCh YK€ W3rOTOBJICHHBIMU [IJIs1
6051 MeyaMu U rypbOOi KMHYJIMCh Ha Hero. Bee, kpome Actpa,
nocnemusiiero yutu. Ho He ycrien oH caenath 1 HECKOJIBKO I11a-
IOB, KaK JIETKO MEPENpPhIrHYBIIWNA Yepe3 TOJOBbI MBITABIIMXCS
OCTAQHOBUTD €r0 CTPAKHUKOB MAPEHb OKA3aJICS Mepes] HUM.

— Thl Kyaa? — HEAOBOJIHO CITPOCUJI OH M YTPOXKAIOLLE MTOBEJ
3aCBEPKABIIMM XOJIOZHBIM cepeOpoM MeuoM. — A Hy, cpakamncst
Toxe! Pa3zBe He Thl y HUX IJIaBHBIN?

JIroOGuMert r1aBbl TAHOTO CHICKA HUKOT/IA M HU C KEM He OWJICS
B YECTHOM 0010, OH U OpYXHe-TO B pyKax Jiepkarb He ymesn. Bor
¥ TETIEPb TMOITBITAJICS CIPSATATHCS 32 CIUHBI CTPAKHUKOB, HO ObLIT
TOTYAC PACKPOEH HA/IBOE OJHUM yAAPOM OCTPOro Meya.

He BuaeBmue B TeMHOTe TMOENM CBOETO MPEABOAUTEIS
CTPKHUKU HAyraj KpyKWJIMCh Mo3aau, oOpa3zoBaB Kpyr. dep-
PYH OeclTyMHO TPU3EeMJIIIICS] BHYTPH 3TOTO KPyTa 1 JJACKOBO I10-
3BaJ:

— Ay, g 1yT!

OnHu 6GpoCHITUCh HA HETO, U ObUTM OJJHOBPEMEHHO 00e3IJIaBie-
Hbl OJTHUM B3MaXOM Meva KpyTHYBILErocsi Ha ofHOM Mecte Pep-
PYHA, TYT ke OTIPBITHYBIIIETO B CTOPOHY, N30erasi XJIeIyIen u3



TeJI IOTOKAMHU KPOBHU.

XJ1aTHOKPOBHO IEPECUUTAB JIeKAIHe TIepei HUM Oe3rooBbIe
TPYIIbl, OH HE'POMKO ITPUCBUCTHYII.

— Cemepo. Xopolio, HO MaJio, — TIPU3HAI OH, BBITUPast Med
00 kadTaH OIHOTO M3 JIeKAIIUX Nepe] HuM Tel1. — Korma xorenmm
CKedb AMUpEITh, X ObUIO JBAJLIATH B 3THX CMEIIHBIX JUTMHHO-
HOJIBIX OfIeXKKaxX. — OH MPHUITOAHSIT OCTPHEM Meua TIOy OIHOTO
U3 KapTaHOB, MOCIIE YEro C JISI3rOM 3aJBUHYJI M€Y B HOXHBI U
NPUHAXMYPHJICS, IpUroMuHasi: — Jla, ¢ HuMu ObLI ellie OJVH B
yepHOM OapxaTHoM fyonere. BoT ero Obl MHE 1OCTaTh MEYOM.
DT0 HaBepHSIKA OH MPHUKA3aJl CTPEJIATh M0 MHE U AMUpEITh U3
ap6asietoB. 51 ¢ 3TUM ragoM Koraa-HuOyAb BCTPEUyCh, HAIEIOCh,
41O CKOpo. U Tora oH y MeHsl y3HaeT, Kak 3TO BECelo — IMOIy-
YaTh W3-3a YIJIa PyKOSITKOM Meya I0 3aThUIKY, OCOOEHHO KOrja
9TOTO HE OKHACIIIb.

OH yno6HO yCTPOMIICS Ha CBOEM MPEKHEM MECTe, 3aBEPHYJICS
B ILTAI ¥ OE3MSTEXKHO 3aCHY/I. YTPBI3EHHUSI COBECTH €ro He Tpe-
Boxui. Hao6opoT, Ha ay1e Obi10 61aroCTHO OT YyBCTBA XOPO-
1110 UCTIOTHEHHOTO J0JTa.

HayTtpo Amupens mouyBcTBOBaJIa cedst HaMHOro Jiyuine. [To-
YTH HU pa3y He MOIMIATHYBIIKCh, BCTAJIA, YMbLIACh TPUHECEHHON
¢ Beuepa PeppyHOM BOJION U HECKOJIBKO pa3, OTMBIBAsI, IIPOTEP-
JIa TIOTHOE TPSI3HOE Tesio MOKpo# Tpsnuiei. C yIoBOIbCTBHEM
Hajiesa yicToe Oenbe, KEHCKOe MIaThe U3 IIOTHOM CHHEW Capku
¥ OIJISIJIeNIach BOKPYT.

Kak xe el HpaBWJIOCh B 3TOM MAJICHBKOM THXOM JOMHUKE,



’KaJlb, YTO CHOBA MPUJIETCS ero MOKMHYTh. Ho BEIOOpa HeT — uim
CMepTh, WM poOKasi HaJIe)kKJa Ha CraceHHe IO 3allUTON ITO-
ro JMKOBUHHOTO MyXa. Eciiu OH cou3BOMUT ee ¢ COOOi B3Th,
KoHe4yHO. Camo¥i eil He CIIaCTUCh, CJIMIITKOM OONUT YIIMOIeHHAs
TroJIoBa.

[ocne paneHust OTYASTHHO XOTENOCh €CTh. HYXHO 4TO-TO Mpu-
TOTOBUTb, U OBICTPO, TIOKA HE MPOCHYJICS ee 3amuTHUK. Ho rie
ke oH? HeyxTo Bce-Taku yexan 6e3 Hee? OT 3TON MBICIIY Ha TJ1a-
3aX HaBEPHYJIMCh CJIe3bl OOU/IbI U OTOPYEHHMSI, U OHA HECKOJIBKO
pa3 BCXJIMIHYJIA, HO BCE-TaKU HE pacIllakasiach, HAIOMHUB Ce-
0e, YTO HYXHO MOTOPONUTKLCS, €CIIU X04eT kuTh. U, 3mecr Pep-
PYH WM HET, Hy’KHO YTO-TO CHENTHO MPUTOTOBUTDb Ha 3aBTPAK U
CHOBa OeXarb.

Bpiiizist BO 1BOp 32 BOJIOW, Yy Th HE CLIOTKHYJIACh 00 HEro, Mpu-
BOJIBHO JIEKABIIIETO Ha TPaBKe Mepe]] KPhIJIEYKOM C 3aKPhITHIMU
r1azamu. Bee Tak ke He OTKpbIBas 171a3, OH CEpIUTO (DIPKHYI,
TIOBEPHYJICS Ha IPYroi OOK M CHOBA 3aCHYJ. AMHpeIh ¢ 00J1er-
YEHHEM B3/I0XHYJIA, HO TYT e 3aJyMaJiach: uTo 3T0 ¢ HUM? OH
e KyJa-To crermmi’?

JlBUrasich Kak MOXXHO THUIIle, 4YTOO eMy He MelllaTh, Habpasa B
BE/IPO BOJIBI, MPUKPBLIA 32 COOOM ABEPh U OTIIPABUIIACH HA KyX-
HI0. 3/1eCch Bce ObLJIO TOYHO TaK, KaK B TOT JIeHb, KOT/J]a OHA yIIUIa
Ha PBHIHOK, a Tonaja B 3arpeOyliye Jarnbl 1J0pMeHa ABepHa.
BoT TO/IBKO B UyryHKE CyI COBEPIIIEHHO BBICOX JIa XJIe0 pacchl-
najyicst B cepble Kpomku. Ho 3aTo Kpyma, XxpaHsiascs B IJI0T-
HO 3aKPBITHIX IJIMHSIHBIX TOpPIIIKaX, coxpaHwiack. [loHoxas ee u



NOMPOOOBAB OJHY KPYIHUHKY, PEIlnia, YTO Ta BIOJIHE eIle Mpu-
TrofiHa.

Pacronmia neus, mocTaBuia BapuThes TyCTYIO Karry. Bee Bo-
Kpyr ObUIO 3HAKOMO, MPUBBIYHBIC JieNia YCIIOKaWBaJd, HO OHa
NOHKMMaJIa, YTO 37IeCh € OCTaBaThCsl Hesb3s. Ecim He aMucca-
PBl TAHOTO CBHICKA, TO KTO-HMOYIb M3 BUEPALTHUX Pa3OOHU-
KOB, TPeOOBABIIIMX €€ COXKEHUsI, HEMPEMEHHO HaBEAAIOTCs Clo-
J1a CHOBA. YBUJIEB, UTO OHA 371eCh, BPSIJ/I JIM OHU OCTABSIT €€ B I10-
Koe.

Ammuperns TOTOBIIA ey, Pa3ayMbIBasi, Kak el yloMarh Hecro-
BopunBoro deppyHa B3ATh ee ¢ COO0i WM XOTsI Obl TAWHO TTPO-
BOIUTH 10 XOmiTOypra. Tam ee B OJHOM M3 CBOMX 3aMKOB MOT
cnpsaTarh rpad, a 3/1ech €l IpO3UT BepHask cMepTh. MHTEepecHo,
yOouTh ee puKa3an pa3o3jieHHbl ee moderom ToppeH, wim 310
peleHre camoro snaopmeHa Berre?

Eii ectb uero 6osThes1. [1aBa TallHOTO ChICKa O6€3kKanocTeH 1
KOBapeH, OHa B 9TOM yOeauach Ha COOCTBeHHOM mikype. 1 on
HE OCTaHOBHUTCS, MOKa He J0ObeTCs cBoero. Berre siBHO BO3Ha-
MepuJICs ee yOUTb, IyCTh M Uy’KUMHU pyKamH, Kak Buepa. Eii ia-
e CerOHSIIITHEN, TAKOW THXOH, HOYbIO, YYUIIHCh YbH-TO KPUKH
U JISI3T Meveil.

— Yro, BeICTIANIACh? — HA KyXHIO Oe3 cTyka 3arien PeppyH 6e3
pyOarku, ¢ MOKPHIM TOPCOM U OJIECTSIIUMM KarlIssMy BOJbI HA
JIAAKON OeJION KOXKe.

U 6e3 Toro HarmyraHHasi IpebLIy MU HEMPUSATHBIME COOBI-
TUSIMA AMHpPESb TPOMKO B3BU3THYJNA OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.



— Th XOTh OBI CTYYaJICSI! — HErOoyIoIle BHITOBOPHIIA OHA, KO-
I/1a SI3bIK HAvaJl ee CIyIaThes. — BxoauTh 6e3 CTyKa Hemprimy-
HO!

— Eme ogHa noGopHuiia stuketa! — oropui ee PeppyH, Hapo-
YUTO CMOPIIUBIIUIACS OT €€ BU3ra, Kak mnepecyiieHHas ppioa. —
Hwudero s tebe He nOIDKeEH, T MOS JKeHa, He 3a0bu1a? C Kakux
9TO TIOP MYXbsI JIOJKHBI CTYy4YaThCsl, KOTJAa BXOASAT B KOMHATHI K
KeHam?

AMupesb IpUTUXJia, IJIs18 Ha HEro UCITyraHHbIMU I71a3amMu. B
caMoM JieJie, €CJIM OH BJPYT PEIIUT OCYIIECTBUTh CBOU 3aKOHHBIE
npaBa Myxa, 4to eii aenarb? [ToquuHUThCS WK MPOTECTOBATH ?
Benp cornacus Ha 3aMyKecTBO OHA He J1aBaja?

deppyH B351J1 CBOIO pyOaIlKy U IPUHSJICS ee HATSATUBATh, ITPU-
roBapuvBasi MpU ITOM, HE TO YCIIOKauBasi AEBYIIIKY, HE TO U3/e-
BasICh:

— He Goiics1, ThI MHE coBceM He HpaBHIIIbCs. 51 Ha TeOs1 CMOT-
pio, OyATO B 3epKajio MIsiKych. [IpoTHBHO, OHAKO.

— 4 dro, Takas HekpacuBasi? — OT OOMIB AMHpENb TYT ke
3a0blJIa, YTO HE XOTeJIa 32 Hero 3aMyX, U, TIO[I)KaB T'yObl, OTYETO
OHU IIPEBPATUIIMCh B Y3E€HBKYIO MOJIOCOUKY, 3asBUJIa: — S Bpone
HE ypOIKa.

— 4 Toxe ve ypon. Ho nienoBarbcsi ¢ camum co6oi BOOOIe-To
npotuBHO. Vmu Tebe HpaBUTCS MIJIOBAaThCSI CO CBOUM OTpaske-
HUeM? — A3BUTENIbHO Nepekocuiicss PeppyH. — YacTo sTum 3aHu-
Maenbcs ?

AmMupesnb pactepsiiach OT €ro CJIOB U He cpa3y Halulach, YTO



OTBETHTh, UCKOCA TOTJISIAbIBAS HA 3ACTETUBAIOIIETO pydaxy map-
Hs. Ha ero crpoitHOM Tene penbepHO BBIACISIIACH TBEPABIE MY-
cKyJbl. CMyIIIEHHO OTBe/sl B3IVIsIL B CTOPOHY, BBI3bIBAIOIIE 3a-
SIBUJIA!

— Tl MHe TOXe He HpaBuUIlIbCsA. Y TeOs1 Mep3kuii xapaktep. U
1eJIOBAThCA I C TOOOH He COOMPAIOCh.

— 3TO XOpOUIO, — CHUCXOAUTENILHO 0100pu ee petenue Pep-
pyH. — MHe HpaBuTcs. Y Bac pa3Bojbl ObIBAIOT?

— Her, — AMupesns crajio Kak-To He 1o cebe.

He ycnesa 3amyx BBIATH, KaK C HEH YK€ pa3BECTUCh XOTAT.
U nycts deppyH el He HpaBWICS U Ja)ke CTPAIUI, HO ObITb 3a-
MYKHEH KeHIMHON Ka3aJoch Kak-To Oe3onacHee. MoxeT ObITb,
TIOJ1 €ro 3aIUTON 10 Hee He ToO0epeTcs HU iopMeH Berrte, Hu
cam Koposb? PeppyH yKe BCEM JOKa3all, YTO CUJIEH U CMeEJL.

— Kanb. YV Hac OBIBAIOT, XOTsI JIJIS1 TOTO HY)EH OYEHb BECO-
MBIA ITOBOJ.

— Kakoii noBoa? — ¢ uHTEpecoM cripocuia oHa. — Usmena? A
ybsi? TosbKo keHbl? Myxa He cuuraercs?

— He tonbko. Ecim xeHa cymaciuenmas uinu Mmyx. Hy u Bo-
o0I1ie pazHoe. ITO peliaeT HaMeCTHUK.

— EnuHonmnuHo? — Amupenb NpeAcTaBuia, 4To 3a COOTBET-
CTBYIOIIYI0 M3[y JIOOOrO MOXHO OOBSIBUTH CyMACIIEIIIAM, U
yKACHYJI1aCh.

— Her, xoneuHo. Y Hero MHoro Jonaeu B noqgunHenuu. Ho Ha-
MECTHUK camblil I71aBHbIW. [IpaBaa, ectsb eme CoBeT ApUCTOKpa-
TOB, HO OHM COOMpAIOTCs peako. Y TakuMu Menouamu, Kak pas-



BOJIbI IIPOCTOJTIOAMHOB, HE 3aHUMAIOTCS. XOTsI y HAC elle Kapau-
Hasl umeetcs. — OH Ha MFHOBEHbE NPU3ayMaliCs, a 3aTeM BHE-
3aItHO paccepauics: — $1 3TUM HUKoraa He uHTepecoBasicst. OT-
KyZla MHE ObLJIO 3HaTh, YTO MHE MPUAETCA KEHUThCS, YTOO Cra-
CTH KaKylo-TO AypOYKY, & TIOTOM C Hel Pa3BOAUTHCS?

AMupeIs yauBUIO BHYTPEHHEE yCTpOUCTBO TepMuHyca, BO3-
Mmynienue PeppyHa OHa MPOMYCTUIIA MUMO YILEH.

— EcTb apucTokparsl, €CTh HAMECTHUK, €CTh KapIuHal, a Ije
e KOPOJb?

— Y Hac HeT KopoJisi, — IOCMOTPEJT OH Ha Hee ¢ HeOI0OpUTeTb-
HbIM npuiypoM. — KoponeBckass nuHacTusi pepBajiach cpasy
nocie npuesna B Cerepcran koposiebl Jlycun. Thl uto, 3T0r0O He
3Haelb?

— 3nato. O0 3TOM Bce 0Opa3oBaHHbIe Jiou 3HaoT. Ho Heyxe-
JIM IO CHX TIOp He ObUT BEIOPaH HOBBIH KOpOoJib? Besb CTONBKO J1eT
npouwio?

deppyH OTBETUII HEOKUIAHHO CEPHE3HO:

— Be16opBI KOpOJISt BBUTHITUCH OBl B TPAKIAHCKYIO BOWHY, UTO
HEeJONMYCTUMO. MbI MOCTOSIHHO OOOPOHSIeMCsl OT HarJIbIX coce-
el IOUTH BCe CHJIBI YXOASAT Ha OecKOHeuHble BOWHBI. Eciu erne
¥ BHYTPEHHHE pa300pKH MOMIYT, CTPAHbI MOMPOCTY HE CTAHET.
EcTp yKka3bl OC/IETHETO KOPOJIs, 10 HUM U KHUBEM.

Amupeb BliepBbIE C yBaKEHUEM B3IVIsTHYJIA HA JIETKOMBICJIEH-
HOTO, Ha MepBbI B3N], NapHs. OHa U He MpeJrosaraia B Hem
TakoW AajbHOBUIHOCTH. HO OH B ofMH MMr paspymimi Bce ee
yBaKE€HUE, 3a5IBUB:



— B pa3Boaax Bcerga BUHOBATHI KEHbl. DTO Y HUX YMa HE XBa-
TaeT CIIYIIAThCSI CBOUX MYXel. My KUUHBI BOOOIIIe HAMHOTO YM-
HEE KEHIIVH.

BosmyiieHHast ero Ge3anesuisiiiiOHHOCTbIO, AMUpESb pellly-
TEJIbHO BCTYMWJIACh 32 CBOM MOJI:

— Tl 4TO, COBCEM KEHIIMH He aroouIs? [laxe Math?

— He 3Hato Hukakoii marepu! — rpyoo otpyow oH. — ¢ Bcerna
ObL1 onuH. Jlymaio, ee y MeHsl IPOCTO HEeT U He ObLJI0 HUKOT/IA.

Amupenbs XoTesia BO3pa3uTh, YTO MaTepu €CThb y BCEX, HO Iie-
penymaiia. Eciv oH Tak TUIoxo ymaeTr 000 BCeX KeHIIUHAX, TO
y HEro JIOJDKHBI OBITh JIsl STOTO BECKUE MPUYUHBI.

HemHoro nogymas, OH JOOABHII:

— Mmue upaBuTcs Tobko ArHecc. Ona noopas. Hy u @enumms
€l11e HUYero. A OCTaJIbHBIE POCTO IyPbl, — OH MHOTO3HAYUTEIIb-
HO TOCMOTpe Ha Hee. — Bee, 6e3 NCKTIoueHu .

HeByika nokopHo B3noxHysaa. Hy u nanHo. [dypa Tak nypa,
OHa He Bo3pakaeT. [ 1aBHOe, YTOO OH He OCTaBWJI €€ 3/1ECh OfIHY.

OT wmMTHI TOHECCs apoMar HaripeBlen Kamu. deppyH Mosen
HOCOM U Hampsrcsl.

— To1 ytO-TO CcBapmiia? EcTb X0uy yXkacHo.

Omna nocnemmia K IUMTe, NOIXBaTrjIa KOTEJIOK 3a YIIKHU Ye-
Pe3 IJIOTHYIO TPSIKY, BCErla BUCEBIIYIO BO3JIE IUIUTHI, U MOCTA-
BUJIA €TI0 HA CTOJI IEPEJ] MYKEM.

— Kanry. KopruuHeByo, — oTBeTU/1a, TOAHUMAs KPBIIIKY U BbI-
mycKasi 00JIaKko JIyIIICTOro napa.

— Y0 3710 enie 3a kama takasa? — deppyH 3anisiHy/1 B KOTEIOK



U MpeHeOPEKUTETIHHO XMBIKHYJI: — Y HAC TaKylo He BapsT.

— Kama kak kama. Ectb xo4elib, Bce Chelllb. — AMHUPESb TO-
POIUIMBO Pa3/iOKWiIa €€ MO TUIOIIKaM, OOJBIIYI0 YacTh OTIaB
emMy. — BOT TofbKO y MeHsI HU Maciia HeT ee CIOOpUTb, HU XJie-
6a. [la 1 BooOI11IE U3 eapl OOJIbIIIE HUYEro HeT. Bee, uto ObuIo, 3a
MpolIe/iee BpeMs Wi CTHUJIO, WU 3aCOXJIO.

— Xne6 y mens ectb. Kynun Hakanyne. U Msico komueHoe, —
OH 1ozJaJl el CBOM MeIIOK. — Pexp gaBal, IoeauM U MOeXaliu,
BpeMsI MTOI)KUMAET.

Otpe3ast KyCKU KpaloXy M YKJIAbIBasl HA HUX TOJICTBIE IIMa-
THI MsiCa, AMUpeSIb CIIPOCHIIA, PaIysCh, YTO HE HYKHO €r0 yIpa-
1IMBATh:

— A 4ero T permi MeHsl ¢ cooor B3aTh? Ellie Buepa mpoTuB
OBLI.

— Buiiigeris 3a orpay, moimeliib, — HEMOHSITHO OTBETUJI OH U
C aInreTUTOM MPUHSJICH 32 efly.

AMupess ¢ yI0BOJbCTBUEM JlO€JIa Kallly, MOAOXKJaa, Korjaa
JIOECT OH, U TIOTIPOCHIIA:

— OTOnBUHb, MOXATYICTa, CYHIYK K CTEHE, Y MEeHSI CUJT HeT.

— A, TyT y TeOsl TalHUK? — AOTaJaJCcsa OH U CJierKa MOAIMHYJI
HOro# Kpai cyHayka. [TonckoumB, TOT Kak IIenKa OTJIETeN B CTO-
POHY.

— OcroposkHee! — cepnuTo KpukHyJia AMupesb. — B Hem Bce
MOH Beru!

— W yro? Cama npocuiia ogBUHY Th, YEM TENIEPb HEIOBOJIbHA?
Hasaii 6bicTpee, — PeppyH OnATh HAYAI 3MUThCS. — V3-3a Te0s 5



1 06e3 Toro 37ech Ha Tapy JHer 3acTpsii! Bamanmaerbcs modem
3ps! 51 &y TeOst BO ABOpe, OTOparuMBaics!

[loHumasi, 9To ero He mepecrnopuTh, AMUpPEIh, BCTAB HA YeT-
BEPEHbKU, IIPUIIOAHAJA Kpail IOCKY U BbITAIUJIA YBECUCTBIN KO-
miesb. [lones3ana ero Ha nosic, CHoBa Hajejla My KCKHE ILITaHBI,
HATSHYB MOBEPX IMPOKYIO 100Ky, YTOO HUKTO HE YIPEKHYJI ee B
HapyieHnu ycroeB CeBepcTaHa, HaKMHYJIA TUTaIll, B3sj1a MPUro-
TOBJIEHHBIH €ll1e B MPOIIJIOM TOfly MEIIOK ¢ CAaMbIMU HEOOXOH-
MBIMU BEUIaMH.

C coxaneHreM MocMoTpesia Ha U3pe3aHHble KEM-TO Carlor,
13-3a Yero NpUIIOCh HA/IETh KOPOTKHE OAllIMAaYKH, HE CJTUIIIKOM
ynoOHbBIEe JJIs1 €37bl BEPXOM, BBIIILIA Ha KPBUIEYKO M COOOIIMIA
paccMaTpuBaIOLIEMYy TPABKY MYXKY:

— 4 rorosa!

deppyH no1iesn Brepe, YTo-To JIOBOJIBHO HACBUCTHIBas1. Ta-
1A TSKEJIbIA MEIIOK, AMUpPeIIb CBEPJIUJIA €r0 CEPAUTHIM B3IJIsI-
JIOM, HaJIesiCh, UTO OH JIOTaJaeTCsl B3sITh Y Hee MOKJIaxy, HO OH
Y He MOJyMaJl MOBEPHYThCSI.

Hanerke npo0e:xaB /10 KaJTUTKH, 3BOHKO MPUCBUCTHYI. Arde
TYT ke Tooeskaia K HeMy U TKHyJIach MOPAIO# B ero ruiedo. OH
HeOpeKHO MOTpenal ee Mo XOJIKe, MUTOM 3aCe/|JIal U MOTOPOITHIT
Amupers:

— He 3anepxuBail MeHsl, maraii OpicTpee.

HeBymika odunenacs. Botr Benp Oe3aymiHbiii! 3HaeT, 4to oHa
craba, Kak HOBOPOJKIEHHBIN 3aTYOHOK, U €Ille TIOMPEKaeT.

OH BbIBeJ KOOBUIKY 32 Orpajly ¥ TOTYaC Ha Hee BCKOYMII. AMU-



peJib MOJOoNUIA K HEMY, OH MPOTSHYJI PYKY U PHIBKOM MOCAIMIT
Briepenn ceOs1. [lokimaxka 4yTh He BBIBEPHYJIA €l pyKy, HO OHa
cuenuia 3yobl, U HE TyMasl ’KaJoBaThCsl.

VYBecucthiil Metok 6u1 PeppyHa Mo Horam, U OH pa3apakeH-
HO CIIPOCHL:

— A 9ero x Thl Bce OapaxJio u3 qoma He B3siia? [TocrecHsiiach?

OHa U3My4eHHO NMPUKpbLIA J1a3a. [la OH MPOCTO TYIOM CKaH-
nanuct! Tonbko UM HpaBUTCS MPUAMPATHCS KO BCAKOM MEJIOUH.
Brionxe mMor Obl MPUBSI3aTh €ro €33/ Ha CEeJI0 U eXaTh CIIOKOM-
Ho. [Toyxana ry0bl, MBITAsCh YCTIOKOUTHLCS, U TYT XK€ B3/IPOTHYJIA
OT I'yJla BO3MYLIEHHBIX TOJIOCOB.

WcnyranHo otkpeiia rmasa. [lepes HUIMM CTOSIM KUTENH T10-
caja, TO BO3MYIIIEHHO Kpr4a v TpeOysl CIpaBeIJIMBOCTH, TO Ka-
JIOCTJIUBO MTPUYMTAS.

deppyH HanpaBuI JIOLIAAb PSIMO Ha JIOJEH, Tpeaynpex/ia-
fotrie cBucTs. Te ObicTpo pa3dexasnuch, 0cBOOOXast AOPOry, U
Amuperb ¢ conporaHieM yBujena 00e3riaBjIeHHbIe TPYIIHL.

— Yo 3107 — cripocuia, 4yTh HE JIMIIKUBIIKACH CO3HAHMS.

— A 3TO Te, KTO XOTeJI Halllel cMepTu. 310poBo, aa? — deppyH
TOpPAEIMBO MTPOBEJ PYKOH BOKPYT, SIBHO KPacysiCh.

CapllaBIIvie 3TU CJIOBA JIIOIW OTOILIM ele nopajbiie. ITo-
BEPHYBIINCH K HUM, OH YIPOXKAIoIIe OOBSIBILL:

— IlepenaiiTe 3TOMY CBOEMY IJIaBE€ KaKOrO-TO CBICKA, YTO TaK
Oy/ieT co BceMH, KTO B3[yMaeT HaM BpenuTb. VI MHe rieBaTh,
Oydb TO IJIaBa YEro-To TaM, Teplor WM caMm Kopojib! Kaxmbii
IIOJTY4HT CBOE!



On xyionHyn Arde no 1iee, ¥ Ta JIETKO MOHECIach BIEpPEs.
[lepeckounia yepe3 NOMaBIIYIO €1 Ha IOPOre JIECHHY, BHIHYJUB
AMuperb JI0THee PUKAThCS K CUJEBIIEMY KaK BIMTOMY B Ce[l-
Jie TIAPHIO, U OT OXBATUBIIIEH ee cIabOCTHU MOJIOKUTh TOJIOBY eMy
Ha IJIeYO.

— Omsare Tebe TIoX0? — ero pasapakaia ee 3a0MHTOBaHHAS
rosioBa. — Yero 1ol kBesasi-to Takasi? C yTpa e ObUIo nomyyrie?

— Xortena Obl 1 Ha TeOs1 IOCMOTPETH, KOorjia Tede AaayT IO To-
JIOBE, U ThI TIOYTHU JIeHb Oyelb UCTEKaTh KPOBbIO! — AMUpEb ¢
BBI30BOM YCTPOMJIACH HA HEM TMOYIOOHEe 1 3aKphljia IJ1a3a.

deppyH HMUYEro He OTBETW, TOJBKO CBEJ B OIHY JIMHUIO
yroyibHO-uepHble OpoBu. Ero mMonuanue nopasoBano AMupelb,
el He XOTeJIOCh C HUM CCOPUTHCS.

— A Kak Tbl y3HaJI, YTO 3TH JIIO/IU, — OHA C TPYJOM CIJIOTHYJIA,
BCIIOMHMB 3JIUThIe KPOBbIO O€3roJI0BbIE TeJa, — UM K HaM?

— OHu 3TOrO0 M He CKpbIBa/IU. Pa3zroBapuBaiy Tak rpOMKO, YTO
VX ¥ TIOKOMHHMK OBl ycItblall. IX oTrpaBuiI KaKOK-TO JIIOPMEH.

— Dnaopmed Berre, n1aBa TalHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA, — C
coflporaHrieM yTo4HuIa oHa. — CTpalllHbIi YesloBeK.

— Taiinblii ceick? D10 UTO enie 3a 3Bephb? — PeppyH naxe cen
poBHee. — HeckombKo pa3 3T0 Ha3BaHUE CIIbIIIAN, HO UTO TaKoe,
HE 3Hal.

— B 1BOEM cTpaHe HeT Takoro?

— He cnblinan Hukorna.

— A KTO TOrja HaJI3upaeT 3a MopsiAKoM?

— HamecTHuk u crpaxHuku. A y Bac 3a MOPSIAKOM CIEIUT



3TOT CaMbIil TalHbIN ChICK? U uTO *e OH nemaer?

— DMuccapbl TAHOTO ChICKA BBLIABIMBAIOT TEX, KTO HEJIOBO-
JIeH KopoJieM U ero 3akoHamu. Hy u nemurensauil Toxe. Ctpaxk-
HUKH Y HAC TOXE €CTh, 9TO OHU CJIEJIST 3a MOPSIIKOM B CTPaHE.

Merok cHoBa ynapuin ®eppyHa 1o Hore, OH BBIPYTaJICs.

— MoxeT ObITh, CTOUT MPUBSI3ATh €r0 331 ? — O1aropa3zyMHO
npeiokuina Amupens. — Tak Oynet ynoOHee.

OHa kJ1aa BOJHBI BO3MYIIIEHUS, HO TTAPeHb OCTAHOBMJI KO-
OBLIKY, CIIPBITHYJT ¥ OBICTPO MPUBSI3AJI MEIIOK T03aJ1 Cejijia Ha
Kpyre. AMUpenb Kaajia ero, BIENUBIINCh OOEMMH PYKamMH B
TPUBY JIOIIA/IU, 0OsICh yNacTh. Ta HEJOBOJBHO Tlepedupaa Ko-
NbITaMU U (pbIpKaJIa, MOAO3PUTETBHO KOCS Ha JEBYIIKY JIMJIOBBIM
I71a30M, SIBHO HE JIOBEPsIsl HEOIBITHOM Hae3/THULIE.

3anpeirayB 00paTHO, PeppyH OTIENWI PYKW AEBYHIKU OT
I'PUBBI U JIJACKOBO MoXxJjionan Arde no xoJke.

— He ob6pammait Ha Hee BHUMaHM S, MOsS KpacaBulia. Yero Bo3b-
MeIIIb ¢ OECTOIKOBBIX JAEBUIL?

— A Jnomaap, MEXIy MPOYUM, TOXKE KEHCKOrO poia, Kak 1
s1! — MCTUTENIbHO 3aMeTI/Ia AMUpPEIb. — 3HAUUT, TTO-TBOEMY, TO-
Ke ypa.

— ’KuBoTHBIE Typakamu ObITh HE MOTYT, — Pa3yMHO MOMPABHII
OH ee. — OHU KMBYT UHCTUHKTAMU, a HE MO3TaMH, KOTOPbIX Y
TeOs1 IBHO He XBaraeT. Arde BooOIne yMHHUIa! — ¥ XJIa THOKPOB-
HO TOCJIaJ JIOMAb BHEepe/.

Ta ¢ xomy pBaHy/a B Kapbep, OyATO MCTS 32 BO3BEICHHYIO
Ha Hee HaIlpacvHy. AMUpesib, O0JIE3HEHHO OXHYB OT BCTPSICKH,



OblJIa CHOBA BBIHY)KJIEHA TUIOTHO Mpukatbesi K PeppyHy, odec-
CWJICHHO TIOJIOKMB T'OJIOBY Ha €ro Iiedo. OH TOCKJIMBO B3J0OX-
HYJI, HO HE BO3Pa3uJL.

Arde ckakana ObICTPO, HO XO[] y Hee OblT Ha PeIKOCTb I1aB-
HBIM, 1 AMUpeJIb, HEMHOI'O OCBOMBILIUCB, CIIPOCHJIA TO, YTO €€
JABHO MHTPUTOBAJIO:

— W3 TepmuHyca K HaM HUKTO HE TPUXOAUII YKe TaBHbIM-/aB-
HO, HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIeT. A Kak Tol niporuel cioga? U ¢ kem?

[TpucranbHO OrisipIBasi IOPOry U OKPECTHOCTU B IMOUCKaX
BO3MOJKHOM 3acanpl, PeppyH TeM He MeHee OTBETHII OIPOOHO:

— Kak u ObUTO0 HaYepueHo B CTApPUHHOW KapTe, MPOILTA MbI
noj ropoyi, no TyHHemo. Ho oH OblL1 3aBajieH CTapbIM 3emile-
TPSICEHUEM, 3aBaJIbl IPUIILIOCH pa3dupaTh, IOTOMY MbI U 3a/1ep-
’amch Ha nosrona. IloBesno, HaMm MeCTHbIE KUTEIN TOMOT AN
C TOH CTOPOHBI TOPHI, HE TO MBI IPOBO3UJIMCH ObI €I1le HEBECTh
CKoJbKO. A mpunien s ¢ CUIbBEPOM U €ILE C MATHIO BOUHAMU.
OnHM ocTayIuCh KJaTh BO3JIE TYHHEN, S OTIIPABUJICS B CTOJIULLY,
a HATKHYJICS Ha TeOsl.

— A k1o Takou CuiibBep? — AMUpPEIIb HUKOT/IA HE CIIbIIIAJIA Ta-
KHX UMEH, [I03TOMY IPOrOBOPUJIA €r0 C ONackoil. MoxeT ObITh,
9TO U He UMsl BoBce? A oOo3HaueHue komayna? W turtyn?

Haxwmypusmvics, @eppyH oTpyOwI:

— Cunbiep — 310 CrutbBep. ChIH Halero HamectHuka. [loro-
MY ¥ KOMaHZYET ITIOCTOSIHHO! — ¥ HAIMEHHO 3aMOJI4aJjl, BCKUHYB
10I00POJIOK.

[lousaB, yto PeppyH He XOUET FOBOPUTH O 3arafiodHoM CHiib-



Bepe, AMUPEIb MOMPOCUIIA:

— Pacckaxu mue o Tepmunyce. B Hammx jeronucsax 0 HEM
CJIUIIIKOM CTapble CBefieHus. UTo TaMm Aenaercs ceryac?

Ona He qymalia, 4TO OH BBITMIOJHUT €e MPOCchOy, HO OH BAPYT
MIPUHSJICS paccKa3biBaTh O CBOEM CTpaHe, O TSXkKeJIor BOMHE, KO-
TOpyI0 BeAeT TepMHHYC, O HAMECTHHUKE U €ro ChIHOBbsX. M co
CTPaHHOW JIJIS1 HEr0 HEXXKHOCTBIO — 00 ATHecc, KoTopasi cymerna
yOexaTh OT 3aKOJIOBAHHOTO KaMmHsl, IpaBaa, ¢ ero, deppyHa,
MOMOIIIBIO.

— A rae ceryac 3TOT KaMeHb? — C TPENETOM CIIPOCHJIa Y HEro
AMUpesb, A0rabIBasICh, YTO ITO TAKOM k€ OCKOJIOK, UTO U y HEe.

deppyH B310XHYIL.

— He 3Hat0. MoxeT ObIThb, Cropet IpH ToKape, a MOXKET, U HeT.
HukTo He 3Haer, 4yTo ¢ HUM CTaJIo.

— Kak xanb! — Amupesnb xotesna ObIJIO paccka3arb eMy O CBO-
€M, HO M3HYTpU NpHUIUIA MPOTUBSAILAACS 3TOMY BOJHA, U OHA
paznpaxkeHHo cxkana ryosl. CKojb Jonro OyleT MpojoiiKaThes
MIOMBIKaHHE €10 Oe3/TyIITHBIM KaMHeM ?

— Jla. 7KaJjb, — BriepBbIe corylacuiics oH ¢ Hedl. — MoxeT ObITb,
C HAM MBI CMOTJIM Obl BHIUTPATh 3Ty OE3HAJEKHYIO BOWHY.

— A Kak OH BeIISIAUT? — AMUpenb permmia yOeauTbes, 9To
TOBOPUT OH TOYHO ITPO KAMEHb U3 KOPOHBI TEPMUHCKHUX KOPOJIEH.

— Kpachpiii, naxe kposasbiii. OH noguuHsieT cebde moaein. C
ero nomolipio rpag Konrpapuo, y kotoporo s xwui, aenan cede
paboB. OHu Mocyie puTyasia He TPEeKOCIOBIWIM eMy HU B ueM. Ho
v rpad, kak ropopuiia Peumims, Toxe NOANAI MOJ, BJIACTh KOJI-



JIOBCKOTO KaMHs U NoBUHOBaJIcs1 emy. Ho BepuTh j B TO, UTO
rpad cray TakuM M3-3a KaMHs1, He 3HaI0, OH Bceraa ObuUT He100-
pbIM yesioBeKoM. [ oBoprH, Kora-To oH ObLT BimoosneH B Penu-
IIMIO, & OHA B HETO, TaK YTO OeCIPUCTPACTHOIN OHA OBITh HE MO-
KeET.

Amupens noexuiaach. ['pad noanman mox BIacTh KaMHSA U
noBuHoBaics emy? Heykro u ee kIeT Takas ke He3aBUHAs
yuactb? Hemapom ke OHa cTajla MOCTynaTh TaK, KaK HUKOIZAA
npexae? VI mpoTUBUTBCA aMyJIeTy OHa HE MOXeT. B nymry 3a-
KpaJsach MaHUKA.

— W xakum oH cTan? — cnpocusia, CTpamiach CaMoro XyIiero.

— 3JIbIM U )KECTOKUM, — pE3KO OTBETU PeppyH U HANIpSrcs. —
[TpaBna, oH ¥ 10 KaMH# OyaroHpaBreM He oTimdaiicst. Ho ¢ kam-
HEM OH KMBbEM OpocaJl JIofel B KOJOJEI B CBOEM 3aMKe, KPbI-
caM Ha cbefieHue.  3To Buesn ceoumu razamu. Ho 6wt ciuni-
KOM MaJi, 4ToObl BMeriaTbes. Ceituac Obl 51 eMy 9TOro He Mo3BO-
JWII. A Torja HUYero M3MEeHUTh He MOT, [1a U He IbITalcs. B Ty
nopy s rpacga Konrpapuo uzberan.

JleByIiKa MCITyraHHO OXHyJa, Ha JOy OT cTpaxa MOsIBUJIACh
nvnkas vucnapuna. Kak ke eil u30aBUThCs OT 37I0[EMCKOro Kam-
Hs1? OHa ke peBpaTUTCs B 37100HOE YyJOBUIIE!

Ho nouemy toraa koponesa Jlycus He crana 3noaevikou? [o-
TOMY 4TO OblIa 3aKOHHOM Biafenuieil amysera? Ho Beab oH cam
BbIOpaJ1 ee, AMuUpeb, caM, OHa PO Hero Jaxe U He aymanal

deppyH TBeprOi pyKOH IpUIepKaj ee BO BpeMsi IPpblKKa Ar-
(pe yepes ouepenHyo NyKy, 1 AMHUpEIb BCIIOMHWIA O CAMOM



BAXHOM:

— Ter mpuexan 3a nomompio? Ho kakon? Xovens ONpoOCUTh
Hamero koposist Toppena [lepsoro nocnate ¢ ToOoi Boiicka? Ho
4yeM Bbl OyzieTe ¢ HUM pacruiauuBaTbes? 3omotom? Wnm aparo-
HeHHOCTAMU ?

— Boobe-to mue HyxkeH CeKyH[10, BTOPOW OCKOJIOK Marude-
CKOT'O KaMHsI U3 KOPOHBI HAIITMX KOPOJIeH, — HeOpeKHO MpU3HaJI-
cs1 ®eppyH. — OH gomkeH ObITh BO fBOpIie. Ho, eciu koposb Ta-
KOI pacyemIvBbIA, OH MHE €r0 MOXET U He /1aTh. Y Bac KOpPOJib
qT0, XKaaHbIi? — PeppyH Ope3rmBo nomopuics. s vero ca-
MOT'O JIEeHbI'M HUKAKOT0 3HaYeHUs1 He UMEJIH.

CekyH10 Ha rpyM AMUpENb YyTh HarpeJcs, 3arpelas roBo-
puth 0 cebe. B3noxHyB, OHa MOKOPUIIACH, KaK OOBIYHO.

— Koponb o4eHs. .. — oHa momemia, He 3Hasl, Kak 0003Ha-
4YUTh CBOE OTHOIIeHHe K Toppeny. U pernmia caenath 9T0 OAHUM
cioBoM: — OH nipocto kopoib. Koponb CeBepcrana.

— W 4r0, THI XOpOIIO €ro 3Haenib? — O CMENIKOM CIPOCHUJT
®eppyHn. OH ObUT yBEpeH, YTO OHA BHENA KOPOJS B JIydIlleM
CJlydae Ha MOHETaXx.

Ho on onmm6cs. KopoTko B310XHYB, OHA MTPU3HATIACH:

— Toppen xoten cnenaTh MeHsI CBOel JIIOOOBHMIIEH, HO 51 OT
Hero coexana.



I'1aBa TpeTha

310 OBUI 1IOK!

Ot HeoxunanHocTh PeppyH 3aKallIAICs, MAIIMHAIBHO Ha-
TSIHYB TIOBOJIbs, OTYEro Ar¢ye MOmbITagach BCTaTh Ha JBIOBI.
Amupenb Jaxe 3aropauiach Obl10 co0oi, HO Oblia OBICTPO MPU-
BEJ/IEHA B YYBCTBO INIyMJIBbIM:

— Twi? Koponesckast modoBuuiia? [la Ha Tebss cMOTPETh-TO
npotuBHO! Koska ga koctu! Bpens To1 Bee! — Y @eppyH criecuBo
3aJpaJl HOC, MIOKa3bIBasi, YTO HE BEPUT €M HA Ha TPOLL.

Tepnenne AMupesib JIOMHYJIO.

— A Hy OCTaHOBM JIOIIAJb! — ITPUKa3aJia OHA.

Arde TyT ke OCTaHOBWJIACh KaK BKOIIaHHA.

— 310 ente uto Takoe? — PeppyH ObUT BOZMYILEH TAKUM CBOE-
BOJIMEM HOBOSIBJIEHHOM CYIpPyru. — Kakoro 1psiBoa Tl KOMaH-
ayerib Moeli koObutoni? Arde, Briepen!

Ho ta jmib npsna ymamu, ynpsmo cTost Ha Mecte. AMUpedb,
cTapartelIbHO COCPEI0TOYach, OTYETO rojioBa 3a00J1ea elle CUilb-
Hee, MpeJCcTaBuIa CBOI0 Kaypylo Jiomaaky. MbICJIeHHO Mo3Bania
ee, Ha/IesCh, YTO Ta YCIBIIINT U npudexut. OHa nepecsaeT Ha
Hee ¥ CMOXeT N30aBUTHCS OT TaK JOCTABIIIETO ee TICEBIOMYKEeHb-
Ka.

— Thl pemmia MemKoM 3a MHOM OexaTb? — eXUAHO MOUHTE-
pecoBasicsl BpeqHbIN napeHb. — Tak Oeru, st He mpotus. [TocMor-
puM, Kak Tl Oerath ymeenib. Ho yuTtu, 31ech BOJKM BOIATCS.



Xorts ceiuac J1eTo, OHU chiThie. He aymaio, 4To OHM mo3apsrcs
Ha TBOM KOCTH.

HeByika onomHwiack. Her, el Hesb3s Tak pearupoBaTh Ha
cioBa PeppyHa. Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO OH €€ Ha IPOYHOCTh IPO-
BepsieT. Kak pebeHok ponuteneit. OHa Bujiena Takoe B CBOEH ce-
Mbe. BpIBasio, KTo-HUOYAb W3 AOPOCIHIMX 10 KEHUXOBCTBA Opa-
ThEB IBITAICA OTCTOATh CBOE KEJIAHWE MOTYJIATh BEYEPOM IIO-
JOJIbIIIe, HO POIMTEIIM UM CITyCKY He JaBaiu. [la u crapmumm ae-
TSIM JIOCTATOYHO OBLJIO OTBETUTH MJIA/IIIIMM ITOCTPOXKE, YTOOBI Ka-
IIPU3bI KOHYAJINCh.

Bot u TyT Tak xe. HaBepHsika Hemooumsiii @eppynom Cusib-
BEp He JaBajl TOMY PacCHOsIChIBAThCS, OTCIONA Y HUX M OECKOHEY-
Hble npepekanus. Eil Hy’)KHO eMy He moTakaTb, a OTBeYaTh IO-
CTpOXe, 9T00 yBaXaJ, TOJIBKO U BCETO.

— Tol HecHOceH! — cepauTo cka3asa oHa eMy. — [IpocTo xBa-
CTYH U CKaHAaucT. Ha B3pocioro uenoBeka BOBCE HE MOXOKX.
JUTATKO Kakoe-To OaJloBaHHOE, a He napeHb. [TopoTh B cBOE Bpe-
Ms1 TeOsI HeKOMY OBLIO, TIOTOMY ThI M BHIPOC HECHOCHBIN TaKOM.

OH TyT %€ HagyJICs.

— Thl Takas xe 3aHyaHas, Kak U1 CuibBep. Ha Hero toxe He
yroguiib. Bee emy He Tak. JlagHo, noexany gaieiie.

Awmmupens MoYyBCTBOBaa ceOsi moOeAnuTenbHULIeH. A 49TO?
[Tycte ManeHbkasi, HO moOena. CieBa pa3fanoch MPU3BIBHOE
prkaHue, U Ha Iopory BbiOekasa yrHaHHasi elo jomaaka. OHa Kak
ObLJIa TOJ1 CeJJIOM, TaK M OCTAJIACh.

— 9710 410, TBOA? — PeppyH NMOMAHUI JIOMAAb MAJIBLEM. —



W He cthiiHO TeOe? OHa CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHM TOJT CEIJIOM XOIUT?
Corpena, HeOOCH, BCS.

— 41 He BUHOBATa, YTO MHE IO rOJIOBE CTYKHYJIM! — AMUpEb
oOuien He3acmykeHHbI yKop. — Ha Houb 51 ee Bcerja myckana
[MacTUCh 0e3 ceia.

— Iloepems Ha Hen? — PeppyH He ymycKall cilydas IS Ka-
Bep3, MycTh U MeJkuX. [IycTh 3Ta AeBuIIa 3HAET CBOE MECTO U He
IIBITAETCS €r0 YUUTb.

Amupens ropaenuBo cripbirayia ¢ Arge. I'onoBa TyT *ke 3a-
Kpyxkuiack. [IpeogoneBast ctabocTh, OHA C TPYIOM B3IPOMO3IH-
Jlach Ha TIPUCBOEHHYIO JIOMIA/b U ITOeXaJia BIiepe/l, yKe oHuMasl,
YTO NepeolieHnIa CBOU cuibl. PeppyH TPOHYJICA 3a HEW, Ipe-
KPAacHO 3Hasi, Kak OHa ceOsl YyBCTBYET, M C HEKOTOPBIM 3JI0Paji-
CTBOM yCMEXAasICh.

Cuzieth BepxoM 0e3 MOIJICPKKH OKa3aJloch JIsi AMHUPEh
HEMOCWJIbHO, MyTh IEPE] [Ia3aMU pa3pacrajach, rpo3s MOIo-
TUTb BCE BOKPYT. B Kakoil MOMEHT notepsijla CO3HaHUe, He 3a-
MeTmia cama. ExaBmmi nozaau @eppyH, yBUIEB, UTO OHA OMAC-
HO 3aKavaJiach, HarpaBwi Arde noodmxke U BOBpeMsl IOIXBATHIT
’KEHYy, CHOBA MOCA/UB Mepes; COOOM.

Crierka noxJjonali no mekam, IpuBojisi B co3HaHue. EnBa oHa
OTKpbLJIa HETTOHUMAIOIITHE I71a3a, SAOBUTO 3aMETHLL:

— Uro, nodopneidoauniace? Eciu 6 51 He ycnien TeOs moiMarh,
ThI Obl HABEPHYJIACH ITyCTOM TOJIOBEHKOM BHU3. Kak Thl qymaentib,
9To OBI TIOCJIE TOTO ¢ TOOOK crano? XoTs s BOBCE HE IPOTHB
OKazaThCsl BIOBLIOM. HUKOMY HMUYEro He NOJKeH, HUKTO He BOC-



NUTHIBAET U HUYEro He TpedyeT. — CMBICI ero CJIOB ObUT HEeTIPH-
SITEH, HO TOBOPUJI OH MSITKO, C COUYBCTBUEM, U Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH
MIPOCTO KYPUT HECMBIIIIJICHOE YayIIIKO.

Amupenb TSKKO B3/I0XHYJIa U CHOBA YJIOKUJIA TOJIOBY €My Ha
miedo. Bce-Taku OH COBCeM He TaKOW BPEIHBIM, KaK KakeTcs.
Bort u Tenepr n36aBui ee ot OosbIMX HenpustHocTerd. HyxHo
OBITH C HUM TEpIIe/IMBee U He LIETUISIThCS K KakK/I0MY €ro CJIOBY.

[TokauynBasich MOJ MEPHYIO PbICh, AJIsI BEPHOCTH OOHSIA €ro
3a TAJIUIO M OT cabOCTH, OXBATHBIILIEH BCE TEJO, TYT JKe 3aCHY-
sa. Co CTOPOHBI OHU Ka3aJIMCh HE B COCTOSIHUM OTOPBAThCS IPYT
OT Jipyra BiII0OIeHHOM Mapoukon. PeppyH cues ¢ HempoHUIlae-
MBIM BUJIOM, Y TIOHSITh, HPABUTCS €MY 3TO WJIM HET, ObLIO HEBO3-
MOXHO.

[lepenoxHyTh pemiM Ha MOCTOSIJIOM JIBOpPE, TOM CaMoOM,
re B OJHY U3 MpeAbIIyIuX HOUel OCTaHABIMBAIACh e1ylliasl B
AsepHOypr AMupeins. Ha ceii pa3 IeHbI'M 3a1j1aTUTh 3a TTOCTON
y Hee Obutu. CTparach CKaHIAJIOB U3-3a BCIBUTBYMBOIO HOPOBA
CITyTHUKA, OHA TIOTpeOoBasa Mo/IaTh YKHH 3a JIOMATON Tepero-
POZIKOM, OTTOPaKUBAIOIIIEN YTOJIOK OOIIEro 3aa.

W3-3a 31011 Neperopoiku OHU U He 3aMETUJIH 110pMeHa Bet-
Te, TPANe3HUYAIOIIEro C OCTATKAMH CBOETO OTpPsi/ia B MAJIOM 3a-
se. OH TOPONWIICS B CTOJIUILY C JOKJIAZAOM KOPOJIO O MPOUCIIIe-
cTBUM B ABepHOypre u cujen y okHa, korma ®eppyH npuses
Amupenb.

VX HexxHble 0ObATUS PA303JIUIIHU IJIABY TAMHOTO KOPOJIEBCKO-
ro ceicka. [s1s1 Ha OJeIHOE JIMYMKO JEBYIIKHW, OH MBICJICHHO



rmoooerat:

— Thl OueHb CKOpO CTaHellb BAOBOW, Joporas. Eciu He
yMpellb [EPBOU.

OH JtyKaBWJI, ¥ caM 9TO IOHUMaJI. YOUTb ee Py TAKOM OX paH-
HUKE Heuero ObLIO U MbITaThcsl. KoHeuHO, MOXXHO OBLIO HAMACTh
Ha TIapHS cefivac, HO OH OKa3aJiCs HACTOSIIIIUM BOWHOM, TIOObI-
BaBIIIMM HE B OJHOM CPaX€HWH W HENPEMEHHO JaJl Obl OTIOP,
I0CJIE KOTOPOT'O OT €10 1 03 TOro OMOJIOBUHEHHOTO OTPsI/Ia MaJlo
OBbI YTO OCTAJIOCh. DJIOPMEH C TOPEUBI0 B 9TOM YOeAUJICs, YBU-
JIaB TIOTUOIIHX B MOCajie CTPAXXHUKOB BO TJIaBe ¢ ApCToMm, pac-
KPOEHHBIM CBEPXY JIOHU3Y OHUM HEBEPOSATHBIM yIaPOM.

[MocmoTpen Ha CBOMX JII0fIeN, MPaYyHO YTKHYBIIMXCS B Tapei-
ku. BunenHoe B nocajie motpscio Bcex. Kaxpiii gymar, 4To Ha
MecTe JTI000ro n3 00e3rIaBIeHHbIX COCTYKUBIIEB MOT OBITh OH.

HyXHo crienHo npeaynpeauTb KOposisi O TOSIBJIEHUH B CTpa-
He oracHoro nocnatia TepMunyca, 3aepxuBaThcs Hemb3s1. Ha-
CKOpO TepeKycHB, BeTTe nas cTpakHUKaM 3HaK YXOOUTh, Cell B
KapeTy, 3aJepHYJI IITOPHI U JIeT Ha CUJIEHbE, HAMEPEBASICh XOTh
HEMHOT'O B3JI]PEMHYTb.

OH 6e3MsTekKHO 3a/1peMaJl, yKaunBaeMblil HA MSATKUX MMOAYIII-
Kax, KOIja pasjajcs yrpoxawoumii Bomuuii Boil. McryranHeie
JIoIaau ToT4yac noHecau. Kapery 3amorasno U3 CTOPOHBI B CTO-
POHY, U IJIaBa TAlHOTO CBHICKA €/]Ba YCIIEN YIEMUThCS 32 pEMEHb,
CBHCAIOIIUI CO CTeHbl, YTOO He cBaIUThcs Ha mnon. C Tpynom
nofHsuics U cenn. OTOABUHYI IITOPKY, BHIIJISTHYJT HAPYXKY M UC-
MYTaHHO BCKPUKHYJI, YePTsI B BO3yXe JpOKaIeld pyKoi 000po-



HUTEJIbHbIE 3HAKHU.

[lo omyike Jieca BAOMb IOPOTH TEMHBIMU TMSITHAMU HEC/ACh
BOJTUBSL CTasi, CBEpKasi B TeMHOTe (hochopeclMpyoluMu 3es1e-
HBIMU [JIa3aMU. DIJOPMEH pactepsiics. YTo oHu 3€ech JenatoT?
Ceryac seto, He 3uMa. OHU He JOKHBI HallagaTh Ha JIoae !

Ho Bosiku otHions He mrytunu! JIBoe U3 HUX MOACKOUMIM K
nomaau bpesa. Jlomaape 3akpyTusiach Ha MecTe, CTapasich Jisr-
HYTb 3aXOJVBIIIETO K Hel cOOKY BoJIKa. bpe3 BeITaImia Med, mbl-
Tasicb OOOPOHSATHCS, HO BTOPOHM BOJIK, KPYIHBIN, MaTEPHId, TsI-
JKEJIO MPHITHYJ Ha HETO ¥ BHIIIHAO W3 ceia.

Ha rna3zax BeTte BOJIK OTHUM PbIBKOM pa3ofpaj ropio yras-
uiero. bpes cynopokHO B3MaxHyJ1 pyKaMu U 3aCTbLJT HABEKHU.

Kapera nponecnach MUMO, U IJlaBa TalHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOIO
CbICKA OTKMHYJICS Ha MOAYILKY, MEJIKO JpokKa.

— He ocranaBnuBatbcs! He ocranaBnmBarbesi! — HaJpbIBHO
BOMNWI KTO-TO. — Hac criacet Tonbko ckopocts! ['oHuTe nommaneii!

Kapera B OKpyXeHHMH BOOPYKEHHBIX BCAHUKOB MYaslach
JaJIbIIle, TO U JIeJI0 PUCKYS OTEPSITh KOJIECO HA OYePeHOM yxade
U TiepeBepHyThcsl. Ha Tako ckopocTy Heyero ObUIO HaAesIThCs
HU Ha JIyK, HY Ha apOasieThl — Ha MIOJTHOM XO[y Jia ellle B TEeMHOTe
MOTACTh CTPEJION WM OOJITOM B MYABIIIErOCs CJIEIOM BOJIKA HE
cMoOT Obl HUKTO.

DnI0pMeH MOBEPHYNICA UM MOCMOTpEN Ha JIOpory B 3ajHee
OKOUIKO KapeTbl. 3a HUM €XaJlo TPOE€ BCAJHUKOB U3 YEThIPEX.
MenbkHyna cepasi, €Ba BUAUMAasl B CyMpPAauHOM CBETE JIYHbI
TEeHb, U BCATHUKOB OCTAJIOCh JIBOE.



Yro 3107 Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO BOJIKM 34 YTO-TO MCTAT KOH-
kpeTHbIM JmoaaM. Ho 3a yto? Yro onu cnenamm Bonkam? Berre
BCIIOMHIJI O AEBYILIKE C KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBBIO Y IPUJIOKUII PYKY
K ropity, OyATO criacasich OT OCTPbIX BOJTYBHX 3yOOB.

HeyxTto 310 OHa HarpaBuja Ha HUX BOJIKOB? Bosbiie Takoe
HE MOJ CWJIy HUKOMY. XOT$l, 4TO OH 3HA€T O CMHENIA30M BOU-
HE, XJIATHOKPOBHO OTIIPABUBIIEM Ha TOT CBET OTHUM YAAPOM Ce-
MEPBIX 3aKaJIeHHbIX BOMHOB? Eciiv OH TOXE UCTUHHOM KOPOJIEB-
CKOM KPOBH, TO €MY BIIOJIHE TOJl CUJIy CIIPABUTBCS HE TOJIBKO C
JIOIBMU, HO U C BOJIKAMH.

Torna noruGHyT Bee, KOro ApCT OTHpaBIIsI B 3acady Ha AMU-
penb. DIAOpPMEH Moiya, He IPOU3HOCA HU 3BYKa, HaOJo1asl 3a
TeM, 4TO Jejaercs Ha gopore. Korna crnipaBa ynman nociaeqHui
YeJIOBEeK U3 TeX, KTO ObLT B 3acajie B JOMHKE KOJIIyHbH, a BOJI-
KM, KaK 110 KOMaH/I€, IOBEPHYJIM Y CKPBLJIUCH B JIECY, IOHSLI, YTO
0XOTa Ha JII0JEU 3aKOHYMJIAC.

PanHuM yTpoM moTpenaHHasi Kapera IJIaBbl TAWHOTO ChICKA
BBEXAJa B CTOJIMILY B COMPOBOXIEHUH BCETO TPOUX U3MYUYEHHBIX
BEPXOBBIX, HE CUMTAs Kyyepa Ha KO3J/ax.

CrpaXHUKH, BCTPEUYaBLIME UX HA I0KHOM 3aCTaBe, C TPEBOrOM
BCMATPUBAJIMCh B CEpbIE OT CTpaxa M yCTAJIOCTH JIMLA MPUEXaB-
nmmx. [Touemy nx tak mano? I'ne ke ocrasnbHbie? [IpoBoas mogo-
3pUTETHHBIMU B3IJISIIAMU KapeTy, OHU IPUHSUIMCH OOMEHUBATh-
A IIPEJIOKEHNUAMM U JIOTaJKaMU, O[HA HeJleTiee Jpyrom.

Berre npeacraisi, Kakue KyTKHUE CJIyXH MOIUIbIBYT CHayaa
1O CTOJIWIIE, a TIOTOM M 10 Bceld cTpade. KTo-HuOynp U3 comnpo-



BOK/IABIIIMX €r0 CTPAXKHUKOB BCE PABHO MPOTOBOPUTCS, TAKOE
CKPBITh HE yaacTcs. Bomky Hakazany BUHOBHBIX ! DTO mocTpari-
Hee KpaMoJibl KaKOro-HUOY/Ib aprCTOKPAaTHYECKOrO poja, Belb
BOJIKOB B CTpaHe MHOTO.

[Tpuns k cebde, r1aBa TAWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA MIePeoIe-
Cs1, BHIITIJI BOCCTAHABIIMBAIONIEE CHJIBI 3€JIbe M OTIPABUJIICA K KO-
POJIIO C JIOKJIA/IOM.

ToppeH NpuHSLT ero B MaJIoM KOPOJIEBCKOM KaOuHeTe, CUs B
Kpeciie o noprperoM Koposiebl Jlycuu. OH ObL1 OJ1eeH, 1oj
I71a3aMH 3aJIeTJIM YepHBIe TeHH, B yIyiax Ty0 Mpope3asmch KecT-
KHE CKJIAJIKH.

[TOKJIOHUBIIKCD, TJ1aBa TaWHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA TO-
€XKWJICS TIO/I TTPUCTAJIBHBIM B3IJISIJIOM HAPUCOBAHHOU KOPOJIEBHI,
TaK HAIOMUHABIIIE AMUPEJb, U IPUCTYITUI K HETIPUSITHOMY JI0-
KJIamay:

— Barie BesiuecTBo, s Halllen Baly U30paHHUILY, HO. .. — OH
3aMOJIK, U KOPOJIb HETEPIIEIMBO MOTPeOOBaT:

— Ho uto? He mMenn, roBopu! — OH JaBHO yXke IMOkKaJes, 4To
He roexaJi B ABepHOYpr JTMYHO, JOBEPHUBIIHCH IT1aBE TAIHOTO KO-
POJIEBCKOT'O CBICKA.

— Ha nee Hananm sxutenu ABepHOypra i OOBUHMIIU B KOJIJIOB-
CTBe.

ToppeH ckasl KyJaku ¢ TaKOM SPOCTHOM CHJIOM, UTO W3-TIOJ
HOTI'Tel MOSIBUJIMCH KarelbKU KPOBU.

— Ecnu oHa noctpanana, st CHECY 3TOT JKaJIKHMIA TOPOIMIIIKO U
Ka3HIO BCEX, KTO B 3TOM y4acTBOBa!



— AMupelib ocTpajaia, € CUIbHO CTYKHYIIHU T10 TOJIOBE, HO
OHA KMBa, — O CBOEH POJIU B €€ PaHEHUU JIOPMEH FTOBOPUTH HE
cobupacs. — Obe3ymeBinas Tonma 6e3 cyzia XoTesna cxkedb ee Ha
KOCTpE, KakK 3JIyl0 KOJIIYHbIO.

— Hapneroch, Bbl BOBpEMSI BMEIIAIUCH ? — 3JIOBEIIE TPOCKpEKE-
TaJl KOpPOJib, U I[JIaBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOIO ChICKA MOYYBCTBO-
BaJI ce0s1 MPUrOBOPEHHBIM K CMEPTH.

— Ham He panu, — HEpBHO NOsICHUI OH. — Tam Oblia nenas
TOJITIA, BOOPYKEHHAs1 YeM TIoTaJio, a y MeHs ObLJIO BCEro-To J1Ba
JecsITKa CTpaKHUKOB. Ho TOT KyTiell, 4To XOTes Ha Hell )KEeHUTb-
cs1, IOMHUTE TaKOro? — TOk/IaBIIMCh TOATBEPKJAIOIIEr0 KMBKa
KOpOJIs, 10roBOpuJI: — [Ipeasoxut ee BBIKYIIUTb, JKEHUBIIUCH HA
Hell, Hy 1 oo0eIIaB MOCTaBUTh HAPOAY JecATh OOUEK CHIpA.

— IlepBblil pa3 cibiiny, YT00 MTPUTOBOPEHHYIO K COXIKEHUIO
KOJITYHBIO MOXHO OBLJIO BBIKYMHTH MOJOOHBIM 00pa3oM, — KO-
POJIb MYUHUTEIBHO MOKPACHEN OT PEBHOCTH, YIPOKAIOIIE MOAHU-
MasiCh U3 Kpeca.

Berre otmiarnynca. Takum OH KOpoJis HUKOTAa He BUe. Te-
niepb OH XMBO HAIIOMHWJI €My CBOIO MaTh, kKoposieBy ['epaiibay, y
KOTOpOW BO BpeMeHa MPUCTYIOB CyMAacIIeCTBUsI ObLT TOUYHO Ta-
KOl %€ ropsiueYHO-UCCTYIUIEHHBbIN B3MUIsia. TOpOruMBo ckasail,
OTBJIEKast KOPOJIsl OT CBOEH MEePCOHBI:

— EcTtb Takoii crapuHHbIH 00bIYA — MPUTOBOPEHHYIO K CMEp-
TH MOKHO CIIaCTH, )KE€HUBIIUCH Ha Heil. Hy 1 HaoO0opoT.

Koposnb nono3puresisHO NOCMOTpEN Ha I71aBy TAlHOTO ChICKA.

— BbI uTO-TO CKpBIBaeTe, angopmen! 'oBopute Kopoue — OH



Ha HeW JKeHWICA ?

— OH Her, — Berre crpammics npu3HaTh, YTO CIIyYHJIOCh, U
TSIHYJ1 BpEMs1, — B JIEJIO BBSI3AJICS €11I€ M Halll CTapblid 3HAKOMEII,
MO POJICTBEHHUK, 1J0pMeH ABepH. OH TOXe U3bsBUJ Keja-
HUe U30aBuTh AMupesnb oT orHs. Ho ciayunnoch HeuTo HeoXu-
nanHoe. [losasuiica Tperun.

Koposnb B HeTeprneHuu MoJCKOYMII K HEMY W BCKpUYal:

— Yt0 BBl U3 MeH4 kWbl TsAHeTe? ['0BOpUTE, KTO OH Takou?

OH yrpoxarwolie HagBUHY/ICS Ha Berre, TOT caenan onaciu-
BBIY IIIar Ha3aj U OBICTPO TTPOTOBOPUIT:

— B Tom-10 1 geno, uro He 3Ha! Ho oH Mos10/1, HEBEPOSITHO
CHWJIEH U JIOBOK. W y HEro Takue e CUHUE I1a3a, Kak Y AMHUpPEb.
Opet oH oueHb cTpaHHO. M TOBOp y HEro CTapyHHBIN, TaK B Ha-
1IeU CTpaHe HE TOBOPST YK€ HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHM.

— Heyeu KTO-TO U3 TEPMUHIIEB MPOOpasICs yepe3 Topbl? —
HEJI0OBEpYMBO ITPOrOBOPUII KOPOJIb, HACYIACH. — JIanHO. D10 10-
toM. YUTO oH caenai?

['maBa TalHOrO KOPOJIEBCKOIO ChICKA 3aKMYPUJICH, KaK Mepes
MIPBIKKOM B JIEASIHYIO BOLY W BbITTAJIMJL:

— Xenwics Ha rocnioxke AMUpESb.

— Yro? — KOpO/Ib B3pEBEN PAaHEHHBIM 3BEPEM. — IJTOrO HE
JOKHO ObUTO cimyunThest! Kak Bel 31O momyctimm?

Berte onycTuiicst Ha OHO KOJIEHO M IOBUHHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIO-
BY.

— 41 mpITancd 3TOro He AONMYCTUTH, Ballle BEIUYECTBO. S OT-
IPaBWIT ApOATIETYMKOB Ha KPHIIITY COCETHETO JOMa, YTOO OHU €70



3actpemwid. Ho OH ymynpuicsi B OIHO MTHOBEHbE BBIXBATUTh
Med ¥ OTOWTH JIETAIIME B HEro apOajeTHbIe OONTHI, M TYT Ke U3
CBOETO JIyKa yows crpenssimx. W caenan 3To Tak ObICTPO, UTO
s 1aXe He cpa3y OCO3HaJl, YTO K€ MPOU30LLIO.

Koponb nomonuas, ¢ Tpyaom NpeacTaBiisis CIy4uBIIEecs.

— OTpasui MedoM JieTsiiye apOaIeTHble OONTHI? — ME/ITIEHHO
MOBTOPWJI CJIOBA IVIaBbl TATHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOro chicka. — Kak Ta-
KOE BO3MOXHO? A 4esIoBeK Jii OH?

— He 3Haio, — yecTHO mpU3HAJICS NJOPMEH U MOEKUJICH,
BCTIIOMHWMB TTPOH3UTEJIBHBIN B3IJIsIT He3HakoMIla. — Ho Ha 0ObI4-
HOTO YeJIoBeKa OH He Moxoxk. OH Kakercs MajbuMIIKOM, Ha-
CTOJIBKO OH TOHOK. VI mocpeau 1HS npsiveT JULO B KaIIOIIOHE. Y
HEro CTpailiHble r1a3a. MHe ero B3misj1 BblAEpKaTh HE MO CUITY,
a 51 B CBOEH M3HU MOBU/IAJ HEMAJIO.

ToppeH HeTepreIMBO MaXHYJ PyKOH.

— Ilyctsb ero! I'oBopute ckopee, 4To ¢ AMUpESh?

— 41 pmorapancs, 4To ¢ paHEHOM JAEBYIIKON Ha pyKax OH BCE
paBHO OyNeT BHIHYK/IEH BEPHYTHCS B €€ JIOM, M OTIPABIII Ty/a
JIONIeH, BeJIeB UM yBE3TU AMUpESb U OTIIPABUTH HA TOT CBET €e
HOBOMCIIEYEHHOT'O MY’Ka, HO OH YOUJI BCeX.

— CKOJIBKMX OH YOMIJI? — KOPOJIb CXOIIWII C yMa OT TPEBOTH 32
paHeHyl0 AMMpENb U CbEAABIIEN €r0 JIIOTOU PEBHOCTH.

— CemepbIX KOpPOJIEBCKUX CTPaKHUKOB M OJIHOIO 3MHccapa
TaHOTO ChICKA. [ TyOOKOI HOUBIO, KOT/ja ObLIO HU 3TY HE BU/IATb.

— Oaun? Hukro emy He nomoran? — ToppeH cxan Kpail crona
TaK, YTO MOJI €ro CUJIbHBIMU MaJIbI[aAMH HAYaJI0 KPOUIUTHCS -



peBo.

— Ha. Tonarato, CTpa)XHUKOB OH YOUJT OTHUM yiapoMm. Terna ¢
MevaMu B pyKax Jiexasu ro kpyry. bes ronos. [Toxoxe, onu ero
OKPYKHJIM, HO OH OKazasics obicTpee. U cusbHee.

[IpencraBuB 310, KOPOJIb MPAYHO BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Torna oH Hactosmy BouH. Ho Bce paBHO OH JMIb OMH. A
C OJJMHOYKOM CITPABUTHLCS KyJIa MPOIIE, YeM C IeJIbIM OTPSIIOM.
Ho rne ceituac Amupens? Baiu jmoau cinensT 3a Heil?

— OH c HeWl efieT clofa Mo IJIaBHOW CTOIMYHOM opore. OTBO-
POTOB C Hee HeT, TaK YTO CKOPO OHU OYAYyT 3/1eCh. 32 HUMU HH-
KTO HE CJIEJIUT, XOTs I U OCTABHJI JIJIST 9TOrO JIIOAEH, HO 9TO Ha-
MpacHoO. 3a ero JIOIIA b0 HUKTO YTHAThCsl HE MOXKeET. S meperHan
UX TOJIbKO MOTOMY, UTO BbleXaJl paHbIlle UX U €Xasl BCIO HOYb.
Ho, eciiu 6 3HaJ1, 4TO K/IE€T MEHSI M OCTATKA MOETO OTpsijia, TO
nepeHouYeBas Obl HA TIOCTOSIJIOM JIBOPE, TJie OHM OCTAaHOBUJIMChH
Ha HO4Yb. Tak ObUTO OBl Oe30I1acHee.

— Yro cinyumiiocs? — yrpiomo cnpocun ToppeH. OH yxe He
KJIAJT OT TJIaBBl TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA TOOPBIX M3BECTHIA.

— Ha Hac Hamana crast BOJIKOB, — IPOTHYBIITUM T'OJIOCOM CO00-
1 Berre. — OT Moero oTpsiia OCTajloch TOJILKO TPOE.

— Ha Bac Hananu Bonku? — ¢ coMHeHureM nepecnpocuit Top-
peH. — [TocpenuHe sieta, Ha 60JBINON TTpoe3keit nopore? OTKyna
OHU TaM B3suMch? Tam U jieca-To MoYTH HET, KPYyroM pacraxaH-
HBbIE T10J1S1 U [TACTOMIIIA.

— He 3nato, moi1 koposnb. Ho oHM 1efiCTBOBaIM OCMBICIIEHHO,
KJISTHYCh BaM. BbIOMpasu skepTBy, cOMBaIM C KOHS M yOMBaJIH



Ha MOMX IJIa3ax. DTO MOTYT MOATBEPAUTH U BCE OCTABIIUECS B
JKUBBIX. Tak 4TO 3TO MpaBaA.

ToppeH no3BaJ cekperaps ¥ puKas3a:

— [Tonutute Ha r71aBHYI0 A0POry OOJBIION OTPSJ OXOTHHUKOB,
MYCTh CHENAl0T 00MaBy 1Mo BceMy Jiecy. Bonku coBepiiieHHO 00-
Harienn. Haragenue Ha BOOPYXKEHHBIM OTPAJ] — 9TO HEJOITYCTH-
MO.

— Byner ncnonHeHo, Moyt Koposis! — cekperapb NOKJIOHWIICSA
Y BBILLIEI.

[IpoBOIMB €ro 3aBUCTIIMBBIM B3IVII0M, J1IOPMEH, YyBCTBYH,
Kak OT OECCOHHOW HOYM MYTHUTCS B TOJIOBE, C HAIEKIOH CITPO-
CUIL:

— 41 pacckazast BaM Bce, YTO 3HAJI, MOTY UITH?

— Croure! — ToppeH HakOHell pelWICs y3HaTh TO, YTO BOJI-
HOBaJIo ero OoJblIe Bcero: — B jome oM cnanu BMecTe? — rojioc
KOpOJIsl 3By4aJl HAATPECHYTO, KaK OT OCTPOM OOJIH.

['maBa TaitHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA OMYCTHUI I71a3a, 00sICh KO-
POJIEBCKOM MECTH, HO BCE K€ CKa3aJl TO, YTO JyMaJl:

— Ja.

Kopoub ygapui TskenbIM KyJIaKOM IO CTOALIEMY PAJOM CTO-
JIy U3 JparoleHHOI0 KPacHOIo JepeBa, MPUBE3EHHOIO €IIe U3
Tepmunyca. Cron pazBanwica Ha yactu. Ho Koposns 310 He ocTa-
HOBWIO. OH MOCMOTpEN BOKPYT MOMYOe3yMHBIM B3IJISOM, OT
KOTOpOI'0 y 3aKaJIEHHOIO IJIaBbl TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA
MOPO3 IIPOLLIET 110 KOXKE.

— IpoknsaTee! — ToppeH cXBaTWI CTYJN W IMIBapKHYIM €ro 00



nos. Kycku paszjierenuch 1Mo KOMHATEe, PacKOJIOBIIIAsICS HOXKa
npoJieTelia BCero B Mape A0MMOB OT BUCKA IVIABbI TAHOTO CHICKA.

— locrioxka AMuperts odeHb ciiada Mmocie paHeHus1, — IIOTOPO-
IIWJICSI BBITOBOPUTh JOPMEH M CIeial ellle napy IaroB Ha3aj,
TIO/IAJIBIIIE OT OECHYIOIErocs: Koposs. — MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO ero
OCTaHOBUJIO? — OH He BepwJ B OJIArOpPOJCTBO HEU3BECTHOTO, HO
ToppeH HykaaJics XOTS Obl B IPU3PAYHOM HAJICK/IE.

Koposb ckpuBuII ryObl B HEIOBEPUMBOM YCMEIIIKE, HO MeOeITb
JIOMath MepecTall.

— ComueBaroch. Ho 310 HUvero He MeHsieT. OHa B JIIOOOM CITy-
yae Oy/IeT MOeH, MyCTh JIa)ke W Mocjie KPaTKOBPEMEHHOU IMpH-
HAJUIEXKHOCTH JIPyroMy MYKYHMHE. XOTh 3TO MEHS U OECHUT, HO 5
MOHMMAIO, YTO HUYETrO MPEANPUHATH ObLIO HENb3sI.

— 4 yBakaio Baimie pelieHue, Ballle BEJINYECTBO, — COUYB-
CTBEHHO 3ameTn1 Bette, pajyschk, uto Oypsi, yrpoxkaBiiast CTaTh
CMepTeJIbHOM, 3ajieia ero JIMIb KPbUIoM. — UTO npuKaxeTe Je-
JIaTh C 4yXe3eMieM?

— He 3nato0. Ecri 6 oH ObUT MOMM MOAJAHHBIM, BOITPOCOB OB
HE BO3HHUKJIO.

Yro crasio Obl ¢ YEJIOBEKOM, ITOCMEBIIIMM OTOOPATh JTIIOOOBHH-
Iy Y KOpOJisi, JIOPMEH He COMHeBaJIcs. TOppeH My4uy1 Obl ero
TaK, YTO CMEPTh IMOKA3aIach Obl TOMY U30aBJICHUEM.

— Ho on siBHO 13 TepmuHyca, 1 Ae1aTh ¢ HUIM TO, YTO XOUeT-
cs1, s ceOe TO3BONIMTH He Mory. Bo Bcsikom ciyyae, rmoka. CHa-
Yajia HY)XHO BBISICHUTb, 3aU4eM OH €JIeT B CTOJIMILY. YBHIEThCS
co muoi? Jlns yero? Ham npunercs xaath. Y ObITH TOTOBHIMU



B JIIOOON MOMEHT OTOOpaTh y HEro AMupesb! — BBIKPUKHYJ KO-
poib, 0003Havas raBHOe. — Terepk, Korja OHa Tak cada, 3To
HETPYIHO C/IeNaTh!

['maBa TaltHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKa KMBHYI. OHU KpaTKO 00-
CYIIMITH eI1le HECKOJIbKO HEOTJIOKHBIX BOITPOCOB, U BerTe TOpor-
JIMBO OTKJIAHSUICS, HAaJesICh, HAKOHEL, epeAoXHyTh. Ero He no-
KHMJAJI0 YyBCTBO, YTO KOPOJIb JyMaeT TOJIbKO 00 AMUpESb U Ipy-
rve npoOJieMbl, axe HauBaKHEHIINe, ero JUIIb pa3apaKaior.

ToppeH ¢ pamocTbio U30aBUJICS OT TIPUCYTCTBUS TJIaBbl Taud-
HOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO Chicka. Tor ero otkpoBenHo Oecui. Berre
HeHaBUIeJ1 ¥ 00siics AMUpEIb, XOTS U CTapaTesIbHO CKPbIBAJI 3TO
T0/1 JIMYMHOU HEBO3MYTHUMOCTH, ¥ KOPOJIb IIOHUMAJ, UTO B JIesie
ee TIOMCKa U TMOMMKHU 3JIOpMeH BeTrTe ckopee oraceH, 4eM Io-
JIe3eH, HO JI0Ka3aTeIbCTB y HEro He OBLIO.

MoskeT, co3aaTh ere oqHy TalHyIo CIykO0y, Ha ceil pa3 JJis
KOHTPOJISI 32 TallHBIM KOPOJIEBCKUM CBICKOM, O KOTOPOW 3HATh
OydeT ToJIbKO OH caM? A TO pacIyCTUJIMCh M3-3a Oe3HaKa3aHHO-
cru. Hano Oyner mogymath Hag STUM.

A moka eMy camMOMy MPHUJETCSl 3aHATHCS BBISICHEHUEM, UTO
e MpUKTounIoch B ABepHOypre. Pacckasy annopmeHa oH He
noBepu1. EcTb 4TO-TO elie, 0 4eM TOT yMoa4al. A O 4YeM MOXKET
YMOJIYATh IJIaBA TAMHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO chicka? Tosbko 0 TOM,
YTO HApPYUIUJI MOBEJIEHUE CBOETO KOPOJIsl.

ToppeH no3Baj AeXypUBILEro y JBepeil CTpakHUKA U3 CBO-
el JIMYHOW IBapAMU U BeJIENl eMy NOCKOpee MPUBECTU KOrO-HU-
OyIb U3 TeX, C KEM IJ1aBa TAHOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CHICKA €3/ B



ABepHOYpT.

Yepes momyaca HETEPIIETUBOTO OKUIAHUS B KAOMHET BOIIET
Cepblii OT YCTAJIOCTH U HeAIOChINa My K4unHa. TyHHKa Ha HeM ObLia
YKCTasi, BUAUMO, TIEPEONIEThCSl OH yCIes, a BOT MEepelOXHYTh —
HeT.

Kopons Momya Hammi eMy 3ej1be BOCCTaHOBJICHUsST M HAOMIO-
JaJl, Kak TOT IbeT. BbINUB, CTPakHUK C MUHYTY MOCTOSLI C 3a-
KPBIThIMU T11a3aMu. [ToTOM mocMoTpes Ha KOpoJis yKe OCO3HaH-
HBIM B3IJISIIOM.

He naBas eMy OOMHUTBCS, KOPOJIb CIIPOCHJ:

— Kak Obi1a paneHa rocnoxxa AMUpess?

CTpaxHUK, He 3Has, YTO YOUNCTBO — peEIIeHHe JJ0pMeHa
BerTe, oTBETHII YECTHO:

— bpe3, cuneBmmii B 3acaje, CTyKHYJ JI€BUOHKY CIMIIKOM
CWJIbHO, He paccurTan. OH HUKOI/A ee He BUJIEJ, He 3Hal, 4To
OHA TOHEHbKAas U XPYITKasi, BOT U MepeycepACTBOBAT HEMHOTO.

— I'me on? — ToppeH He cMOr COBIAIaTh C AUKUM KEJIAHUEM
aatb 3ToMy Harsiomy Bpesy B Hoc. M BooO1ie n30uTh Tak, 4rtod
TOT HE MOT XO/IUTh. A MOTOM [TOBECUTD Ha TUIOLIAIU B HAa3UIaHHE
OCTaJTbHBIM.

— 3arpbzeH BojkamMu. — CTpaKHUKA MEPENepHYNIO. — DTON
HOYBIO.

EnuHCTBEHHOW MBICIIBIO HAa 3TO CTPAIIIHOE U3BECTHE Y KOPOJIs
OBbLIIO «IIOBE3JI0 TOMY Mep3aBily bpesy».

— PacckaspiBait! — morpedoBaa OH W MBICJICHHO MMOOOEIIa
IpeAaTh I71aBy TAWHOIO ChICKA MYyUMTEJbHOW CMEPTH.



— MB&I BbleXaM ¢ MOCTOSJIOrO IBOpA MO IVIABHOM CTOJIMYHON
nopore. U Ha cepeqviHe Ha HAC Hamasa crast BOJKoB. OHM yousm
JIECSITh YEJIOBEK, — [TyXO JIOJIOKMI cTpakHUK. Koposb 3ameTui,
YTO PYKM Y HETO MEJIKO Apoxainu. — Hac ocranoce TonbKo Tpoe,
ellle Kyuep U exaBlluil B KapeTe 3/110pMeH Berre.

— Bosnky Hanazanu Ha Bcex MoApsi WM Ha KOro-TO KOHKPET-
HO? — MPOJOJIKAJ IOMBITHIBATHCS 10 MTPAB/Ibl KOPOJIb.

— MHe nokasanoch, YTO OHU YOUBAJIM TeX, KTO ObUI B 3acajie
B JJOMHUKE TOM JIEBYIIKU, AMUpEJIb, — CTPAXKHUK, IOXOKE, U CaM
HE BEPUJI TOMY, YTO TOBOPHII.

— Onu mcTwin? — HegoBepuuBO yTouHui ToppeH. CioBam
Berte oH He noBepuI1, HO BOT YK€ U BTOPOU OYE€BUJIEL] TOBOPUT
TO XK€ caMoe. — To ecTb JeUCTBOBAIA OCMBICJIEHHO?

— Hymato, uyro ga. Tex, KTO HE MPUYMHWI €M Bpela, OHU He
TPOHYJIU.

Koponp paccrnpammBain ero Joiaro, y3HaBas BCE HOBBIE U
HOBBIE MOAPOOHOCTU. B pe3ynbrare emy 3axoTenoch HeMemss
MOMEHSATh [JIABYy TAWHOIO KOPOJIEBCKOTO CBICKA, BEAYIIEro Ka-
KYyI0-TO OTHOMY €My BeIOMYIO TaiiHyio urpy. Hert, To, 4to oH 00-
uTCs AMHpenb U ee BO3MOXHOCTel, Obuto oueBraHO. Ho kak oH
MOCMEJT HAPYUIUTD NPSMOU MPUKA3 HE IPUUMHSATD €l Bpell, JaH-
HBIA KOPOJIEM, KOTOPOMY MPUHEC KJIATBY BepHOCTH? VK OH He
KJIsIcs ?

[Toxoxe, Ha obiiem coope, KOrjaa raBaMu apuCTOKpaThye-
CKHX POJIOB NPUHOCUJIACh KPOBHASI KJISITBA BEPHOCTH, IJIaBbI Taii-
HOT'O KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChIicKa He Obl10. He motomy iu Bette u mo-



KyIIAJICSl HAa KU3Hb €ro JIIOOMMOM, UTO XOTeJ OCTAaThCsl HE3aBU-
CHMBIM, BeJib 63 AMUpeJh T00ast KJISITBA JIWIIh ITyCTOU 3BYK ?

Koporio cHOBa 3axoTesioch YOUThb Harsera COOCTBEHHBIM Me-
yoMm. Ho penatsb 3T0oro 010 Helb3s, MO KpaiHel Mepe, Tak cpa-
3y. ['71aBa TallHOro KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChICKA 3HAJI CJMILIKOM MHOTO,
B €0 PyKax CXOIWINCh BCE HUTOUYKM TaMHOU CEeTHU B cTpaHe. Ec-
JIM €70 HE CTaHEeT, MOPAAOK MOXKET HapyluThcs. CHavana HyKHO
MO/ITOTOBUTH €ro MPEeMHUKA, 0€30rOBOPOYHO BEPHOTO KOPOJTIO
U3 TeX, KTO MPUHEC POJIOBYIO KJISITBY.

C stumu mpicissmu ToppeH Bbien n3 KaOWHETa U, 3aJI0K1UB
PYKH 3a CIIMHY, TIOIIeN 1Mo KOpuaopy. HykHO ObLJIO pemmTh,
YTO JIeNIaTh C KUTENSIMU ABEpHOYpra, B3JyMaBIIUMU OOBUHUTD
AmMupeNb B KOJIOBCTBE U Cke4b Ha KocTpe. OH MOCTYIUT C HU-
MH TaK ke KECTOKO, KAK OHU XOTEJIN TIOCTYIHTBH C €ro JIOOOBBIO.
OH cOoxkeT BECh FOPOI, 3allEPEB B HEM BCEX €r0 KUTEJen !

[TpencraBuB cebe muiamsi, KPUKHU U YKac CKUTAEMbBIX 32KHBO
JKUTENEH, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJI U TOLIEN AaJIblIIE.

Hacrymuno Bpemst o6ena. ITockonbky BO ABOpIIE HAXOOMIACH
repuorvHsi MnaHa co cBoell MaTepbl0o U HEMaJIEHbKOM CBUTOM,
00e/Ipl TPOXOIMIIN B MAJION KOPOJIEBCKOW TPArie3HOM MpY U3Ps-
HOM CKOILIEHMH Hapo[a.

Hesecra yuTuBO IpHcena nepes HUM B HU3KOM ITPUIBOPHOM
peBepaHce M MUJIO eMy YabIOHYyIack. Kopons mogymai, uro, mo
KpaiiHell Mepe, B TIOCTeNb C Hell JIOKUTbCs OyJeT He IPOTUBHO.
OTBeCcHB OTBETHBII MOKJIOH, OH MPEIJIOKMWI €l PyKy U MOIBEN
K CTONy. YCaauB BO IJIaBE, KAK XO34MKY, ceJl HarpoTuB. Mnana



1ojiajia 3HaK MO/aBaTh Ha CTOJL.

ToppeH npuHsIcs 3a ey, IPOJOIKAsI MyUUTEIBHO Pa3lyMbl-
BaTh 0 paHeHou Amupesnb. Kak oHa, uro ¢ Hen? U 310 conerp
IIPY MBICTIH 00 ee HeBeCTb OTKy/a B3siBIIeMcs Mmyxke. [loatomy oH
HE Cpa3y paccblliaj JUChH CI0Ba repluoruHu JIaBBeT, MaTyIIK1
€ro HapEeYEHHOMU.

— Bame BennvecTBo, Bbl He MOTIM Obl HA3HAYMTH ATy CBa-
Ib0b1? Ham OBl XOTe10Ch JOCTOMHO MOATOTOBUTHCS.

Koposnb 4yTh ObIIO He Mpou3Hec KpamosbHOe: «Kakoi cBa-
apObI?», HO BOBpeMsl crioxBaTwicsa. Emy ObUlo BOBce He /10
HEHYKHOI KEeHUThOBI, HO OTKa3aThCsl OT HEE OH HE MOT, Hapy-
IIUTh KOPOJIEBCKOE OOelaHre 3HAUMIIO MTOCTaBUTh MO/l COMHE-
HUE YCTOM CaMOM KOPOJIEBCKOM BJIACTH.

Hckoca B3MISIHYB HAa UCIYTaHHO 3aMEpILYI0 B OKUAAHUM €r0
OTBETa HEBECTY, KPUTUYHO OTMETUJI: B CAMOM [IeJie, el yxe JABa-
J1AaTh /1Ba rofia, Jajblie TAHYTh HEKy/a.

— Jlymato, B mepBbIii ieHb oceHu. Bac ato ycrpout? — ckazan
39TO TOJIBKO 3aTeM, YTOO OT HEro OTBS3AJIHC.

CuneBiye 3a CTOJIOM JaMbl IIYMHO BBIJOXHYJIM U 00paoBa-
HO 3amymenu. MaHa ¢ yKOpoM nmocMoTpesia Ha jKeHHXa, OHa-
TO Ha/IesJIach Ha MPOJIOJKEHUE ITOM HU K YeMy He 0OsI3bIBalo-
1€l OMOJIBKM, HO TOppeH CHOBa YTKHYJICS B CBOIO TapejKy U
10 CTOPOHAM OOJIbIIIe HE TIISIIE.

[Mocne obGena KOposib MOKUHYI HEBECTY, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBA.
WNnaHa c MaTeppio OTIPABUIIMCH B CBOU MTOKOMU.

OcraBIuch HaeAMHE, TEPLOTMHS C YIOBJIETBOPEHUEM CKa3alla



JOYepH:

— Hy, Hakonen-to! { yx mymasa, Tl Tak ¥ OCTaHENIbCS CTa-
poii eBoit. Thl HUKAKMX YCHJIHIA, YTOO €r0 IPUBJIEUb, HE JieNIala.
Hy:xHO ObITh GOJIEE KEHCTBEHHOH, MOsI 10porasi, KOKeTHUYarh,
IJIa3KW CTPOUTH, OIHUM CJIOBOM — COONa3HATh! MyKUMHBI Kak
JETH — UM 00s13aTeIbHO HYKHBI HOBBIE UTPYIIIKH.

Wnana GOSI3IMBO TOSKIIIACH.

— Jlyume 6 s B camoM Jiesie ocTajnach CTapoy JIeBOH, Mama.
S Toppena npocto 6010ch. OH Oe3kanocTHbIA. OT HEr0o MOXHO
KJIaTh BCETO, YEro YIOJHO.

— Tsl uMeelb B BULY cMepTh gopmecchl ComieHu? — rpe-
3pUTEJIHO YTOYHWJIA TEPLOrUHsA. — BO BceM, 4TO ¢ HeW mpo-
M301IJI0, OHA BMHOBATa MCKJIIOYUTENbHO caMa. Eil Hemb3st Obl-
JIO Hapywiarhb ycioBus comtamenus. IIpurom uro ToppeH cae-
Ja ee opuIMAIbHON (PaBOPUTKOW BOIpEKU 3akoHYy CeBepcra-
Ha U BOJIE OTIIA, C €€ CTOPOHbI OEpEeMEHHOCTb U TOIBITKA OCTa-
BUTH IIJIO/ ObUIM YepHOU HeOnmarogapHocThio. Hy, a 1o, 4yTO OH
OTpaBWJI CBOIO Mayexy — IPOCTOE HEAOPA3yMEHHE, — TEPLIOTrMHA
HE CUMTAJIa HY’)KHBIM II€PEKUBATH 110 CTOJIb HUYTOKHOMY ITOBO-
ay. — Xots PoBerTa 1 Oblia HEII0XOM KOPOJIEBOM, HO YK OOJIBHO
CKpbITHMYAJIA, BHITOPAKMBAS MaMOYKY, 3a YTO U MOIUIATUIIAC.
Yro cromno ey ckaszarb, KTO ObLJI OPraHM3aTOPOM IMOKYIIEHHUH
Ha HacJIeAHOro MpuHLA? X0TA, MOs JOporas, BCe K JIydlemy, —
C JOBOJILHOW YJIbIOKOM noapiToxxMIa oHa. — Eciin © ToppeH He
yanutoxui Poserry, Jlepan [IBeHaaiareiii 10 CUX MOP 3aHUMA
OBl TPOH, U CTpaHa MO-TIPEKHEMY THXO Pa3BaIMBAIACh HA YACTH.



[o cytu, eMy He MOJUYMHSIACH MOJIOBUHA 3HATHBIX POJOB CTPa-
Hbl. He 1o, uto Teneps. Teneps Bce ovn y ToppeHa B Kynake! —
W ona c cuiioii cxkana JiaJioHb, MOKa3bIBasi I0UEPU, HACKOIBKO
KPEIIKO €€ KEeHUX JEPKUT B IOAUYMHEHUN apUCTOKPATOB.

Ona Morna Obl ele JOJITO paccykIaTh Ha Ty HEMPUSITHYIO
Juist inansl TeMy, y HUX HUKOTJa He COBMAJalv B3IJISI/Ibl Ha ca-
Mble OOBIJICHHBIE BEIIH, HO J04Yb PEIIUTEIbHO MpepBaia ee 00-
Jiee HaCYIIHbIM BOIIPOCOM:

— Kopois B GerieHCTBE, Thl 3aMeTHIA? — TePIIOTHHS B OTBET
KHMBHYJIa, OPE3MIMBO TMOKAaB TyObl. — DTO M3-32 TOTO, YTO €r0
n30paHHMIIA rcuessia?

— Kakas ona u3OpaHHuUIa, — peHEOPEKUTENHHO 3aMeTHIIa
repuioruHs JIaBBeT, — OHa MPOCTO BOHIOUAsl KPECThsIHCKAs IEBKA.

— Ho B Heil ucTuHHAS KOPOJIEBCKASI KPOBb, — 3HAYUTEJIHHO MO-
Hu3wia roioc Nnana. — MHe 1o cekpeTy ee kamepucTtka, becc,
CKazajia, YTo 110 OJHOMY €€ CJIOBY BCE JeJIaJId TO, YTO OHA XOTe-
na. U uckmovenuii He ObUTO!

[eprioruHst BHICOKOMEPHO CBeJia OPOBY B OJIHY JIMHUIO U HEXO-
TS TIPU3HATIA:

— IIa, c ee nomotibio ToppeH cBs3a Bce apuCTOKpaTuyecKue
poza KpoBaBoM KJIATBOM. D10 cTpaiHo. Ho oueHb BHITOAHO 151
TpaBsIIel TUHACTUAM, TO €CThb U JUIsl BceX Hac. Ml 1eOst B ToM umc-
Je.

WNnana coepyHuia pyku nepej rpyapio B MOJISIIEM KeCTe.

— Toppen mobur ee. 51 eMy He HyXHa, — B €€ TOJI0Ce MOCIbI-
11ajach TalHasA HAAEKIa.



Marp oboapsitoiiie rmoraaauia ee 1o miedy, CouTs, 4To Ta Ie-
PEKMBAET W3-3a BO3MOKHOUN XOJIOAHOCTH OYIyIIEro Myxa.

—T0-TO M XOpoII0. 3aueM Tede ero ToO0BL? ITO COBEPIIICH-
HO JIMIIIHEE W MPUHOCUT CIUIONIHBIE HeynoOcTBa. Ponuiib nByx
CBIHOBEU M CMOJKEIIIb KUTh, Kak xoueTcs. [Ipu qoctarounon uz-
BOPOTJIMBOCTH ¥ OCTOPOKHOCTH 3aBejielb ceOe JIoOoBHUKA. Ec-
i ToppeH He BepHET U30paHHUILY, ero OyayT yTemarh MHOTO-
qucieHHble (PaBOPUTKH, U eMy OyZIeT BCe PaBHO, YeM Thbl 3aHU-
Maelbcs. A ecii BEpPHET — ellle JIydllle, Kakoe-To BpeMsl OH Oy-
JET 3aHAT TOJIBKO €1 OJTHOM.

Ot nogo6HOW nepcrieKTUBbI Y MTaHbl TIOXOIOAENIO Ha cepl-
ne. He takum oHa pucoBasia B MeuTax cBoe 3amyxkectBo. OHa
TMIO/IHSJIACh ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpOIIla M0 KOMHATE, IPexX/e YeM
OCTaHOBWJIACH MEPe]l MATEPBIO U IOTEPSHO MPU3HATACH:

— MHe He HpaBUTCS Takas KU3Hb, Mama.

['epriorvHs HEOpPEKHO OTMAXHYJIaCh.

—I'mynoctu! Tel TPOCTO CAMIIIKOM MOJIOIA, YTOOBI pa30upaTh-
cs1 B XU3HU. Thl CTaHelb KOPOJIEBOM, M TUM BCE CKa3aHO.

— 51 OBl ¢ YIOBOJILCTBUEM BBIIILIA 3aMYK Ha KOTO-HUOY/Ib JIPY-
roro, — yrpsiMo rporoopuJia feByiika. — [Torporre. laxe He 3a
apUCTOKpaTa, MyCTh 32 IPOCTOrO JBOPSHUHA, JIUIIL Obl OH MEHS
MOOWII, 1a U 51 €TO TOXKE.

— Uro 3a Henenoctu! — HeBepsille MOCMOTpesIa Ha JI04b rep-
HOTUHs. — Thl UTO, HAUKTAJIACH TUX AYPAKMX IPUBYa3HBIX PO-
MaHoB? ¢ ke 3amperana Tede 3a0MBaTh TOJIOBY MOAOOHON epyH-
jgor! Cama mopymau: Jaxe cerdac, UMesl CTaTyC JIMIIb KOPO-



JIEBCKOU HEBECTHI, ThI BBIIIIE BCEX 3HATHBIX JJaM KOPOJIEBCTBA, a
910 OyJIeT, KOT/Ia Thl CTAHEIIh TIOJIHOBJIACTHOU IPABUTEITLHUTICH ?
D70 *Ke... — reproruHs 3axJicOHyJIach OT BOCTOPra, MPeiCTaBUB
COOCTBEHHbIE BO3MOKHOCTH B poyiu Temmu Kopossi. [Tocmotpes
Ha yrpsiMoe JIMIIO I0YepH, yxke CcTpoxe godasmia: — K tomy xe
MBI CTOJIBKO CHJT ¥ CPEJICTB BOYXasu B 3Ty MOMOJIBKY ! ThI 5ke 3Ha-
elib, 4To pona repuoroB Karapu u CBUHTaA TOXe MTPETEHI0BAIN
Ha 3T0 3BaHue! V1 oHM MMeIu Ha 3TO MPaBoO, OHU, KAK U Thl, 4Jie-
HBI KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbH !

— 41 3Ha10, MamMa, 3Hal0, — JocaaIMBO B310XHYIa Minana. — Tol
MHe 00 3TOM rOBOpPHMJIa MHOTO pas3, sl IOMHIO.

— Tak 1eHu Halll yCWIKs W He Jymaill O BCSIKOM epyHje! —
yOeskIeHHO 3asBUJIa TepLOruHs. — bynb OnarogapHoii!

WNnana oTBeTM/Ia BEKIMBBIM KUBKOM, YIPSIMO MOBTOPSISL PO
cebsl, uTO ee BMOJIHE Obl YCTPOWJI HE CJUIIKOM 3HATHBIN U Oora-
THIF, HO AOOPBIN MYyX, MPEANIOUMTAIONINI €€, a He CBOIO (paBo-
PUTKY.

A replorvHs NpUHSIIACh YCUIIEHHO TOTOBUTHCS K IONTOXKIaH-
HOM cBajibOe. DTO COOBITHE OKUAATIOCH TaK JIABHO, UYTO B HETO HE
BepuJa 100past OJIOBUHA KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbH, HEe TOBOPsI YK 00
ocTaJibHOM Hapofe. U BOT Terneps y replioriHu MOsIBUIIACH TIpe-
KpacHasi BO3MOXHOCTb YTEPeTh UM BCEM CJIMIIIKOM YK BBICOKO
3aJIpaHHbIE HOCHI.

U repuiorvHs co 370paCcTBOM, ClErka MpUIOPOIIEHHBIM Jie-
CTBIO, TPUHSIACH OTIOBEIATh O MPEACTOSIIEM COOBITUN BCE TBO-
psiHCTBO cTpaHbl. OHa ObUIa yBEpeHa, UTo el BIIOJIHE IO CUJIaM



TIOITOTOBUTH TOPJKECTBO, JIOCTOMHOE OCTAThCS B JIETOITUCH KOPO-
JeBcTBa. B 001mem, Jies1 ObUIO CIIMIITKOM MHOTO, YTOOBI PACCHIKU-
BaThCsl.

A Karpu3sl HeBeCThI BIIOJTHE MOJKHO UTHOPHUPOBaTh. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, BCE JICBYIIIKM OMACAIOTCSI CBAJbOBI, HO TIOCIIE 3aMyKe-
CTBa 3TO OJIATONOTYYHO TIPOXO/IHT.



I'1aBa yeTBepTasn

I[Tocnie mpocTOro CHITHOTO yKMHA HA NIOCTOSJIOM JBOpEe AMU-
pejb NOHsAJIAch B OTBEACHHYIO €l KOMHary. bosblnyio vacTb
HeOOJIBINIOTO MOMEIIeHH ST 3aHUMalla KPOBaTh, paCCUMTaHHAs Ha
IATEPBIX TAKUX, Kak OHa. PazneBiuck gorona, mporteprna Biax-
HOH TpAMULEH Teslo, cTapaTesbHO 00X0/s MOBA3KY Ha 3aThUIKE,
HaTsHYJIa TEIUIyl0 HOUHYIO COPOUKY U YJIerlach Ha KpOBaTH, OT-
METUB, 4TO Ta JOBOJIBHO MSATKAS.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pacnaxHysach Bepb, 3aCTaBUB €€ UCITyTaHHO
3amepeTh. Bomenmmii B komHary ®eppyH Kpenko 3arep IBepb
V3HYTPH, MOJIOKUIJI MeY, JIYK U KOJTYaH Ha CTYJI U TUXO CIPOCUIL:

— ToI criamb?

— 3aueM ThI 37€Ch? — MOATSAHYB K TPyAM OIEsIo, OTBETUIIA
CKOpee pa3/localoBaHHasl, YeM MCITyraHHasl JEBYILKA.

OHn Heme1a pa3o3IuiIcs.

— 4 3auem 3nech? A goragaiicsa-ka camal

Amupesnb He cTaja TepreTh ero NpeHeOpeKUTeIbHbII TOH:

— Thl MpocTO CKaHJAINCT! — 3agBUJIa OHA, CEB HA MOCTENIN U
NPUKpPBIBasCh ofesioM. — HopMasibHO pasroBapuBaTth BOOOIIE
HE yMmeelb!

— W gero paau s JoJKeH HOPMaJIbHO € TOOOM pa3roBapuBaTh,
€CJIM Thl MEHsI POCTO OECHIIIb? — OH IJIECHYJI Ha JILIO XOJIOXHOM
BOJbI U3 Ta3a U CKPUBUIICS.

— Yem 310 51 TeOs Oerry? — He TIOHSIA €ro 3anajia AMUAPEITb.



— CBonM cyiecTBoBaHMeM, 4eM xe erre! S BooOie He co-
OupaJics KEeHUTHCA, a yxke TeM Oonee Ha Tede! OT TedsT CTONBKO
HeNnpusATHOCTEM !

AMupens IpUKpbLIa I1a3a ¥ TocTapanach He JIe3Th B Oy ThIJI-
Ky. Kak xe oH HarloMHMHaJ el MJIaJImx OpaTheB, HECMOTPS Ha
TO, UTO TOPA3/I0 UX CTapIIIE.

— XopoI110, Thl JKEHUThCSI HE XOTEJI, TaK ke KaK U 51 BBIXOIUTh
3a TeOst 3amyk. Ho Kako¥i CMBIC]T 37TUThCS TETePhb, €CIIA BCe PABHO
HUYEro U3MEHHUTH Henb3s1? — Y upoHrYHO noodeniania: — YMu-
path, 9TOO THI CHOBA CTaJ CBOOOIHBIM I, YK U3BHHU, HE COOM-
paloch.

OH ctaHyn canord, ayoser u pyoaiky. OCTaBIIMCh B OMHUX
IITaHaX, MOJIOKUJT PYKH HA TMOSIC, HAMEPEBAsICh CHSTh U MX, HO
AmMupesib, CMyTUBIIKCH, PEITUTEIHLHO 3aIPOTECTOBANIA:

— He nano, He cHrumai!

— Tlouemy 310 Bapyr? — ®eppyH OKMHYJ €€ BO3MYIIEHHBIM
B30IsIoM. — CamMa B OTHOM COpOYKE, a 51 BAPYT JAOJDKEH CIaTh B
onexje?

— 51 He ;mymana, 4TO ThI MPHJCIIH CIOJIa, — MOCTapaiach BO3-
3BaTh OHA K €r0 3[ApaBOMY CMBICTY. — A TO Obl HE pa3/ieBasach.

OH yrpoxaroliie HaBUC HaJl Hel.

— Kaxk TbI MOIJ1a 3TOTO HE 3HaTh, €CJIM MHE TIPUIILIOCHh CKa3aTh
XO35IMHY, YTO MbI JKEHATBI, U ThI 9TO MPEKPACHO chbimaia’? Beap
BCE BUJIEJIM, UTO TIpUexaiu Mbl B OOHMMKY. Korma Tel Bujena,
9100 Cymnpyram JIaBajid pa3Hble KOMHAThI?

— Tebe Hago OBIIO CKa3aTh, YTO MBI OpaT U CeCcTpa, — B3I0X-



HyJa oHa. — Bee Ob1 moBepun. Cam roBOpHUT, YTO Mbl OYEHb T10-
XOXKH.

deppyH BO3MYILIEHHO 3aKaTWJI [J1a3a.

— XBaTuT MHE yKa3blBaTh, YTO 51 JOJIKEH U YTO HE HOJIKEH!
Pa3 yx s okazajcsi HU ¢ TOrO HU C CEero *eHaTblM, TO JAOJIKEH
e s IOHSATh, €CTh JIK B TOM XOTb YTO-TO Xopoiuee? Bor cenyac
3TO U IIpoBepio!

OH 0gHMM NPBIKKOM OKA3aJICS PAAOM C HEW, TOBAJIIT HA CIIU-
HY Y IIPUXaJl K KPOBATU BCEM TEJIOM.

— Her, Her, He Hafo! — He Ha IIYTKY UCITyrajach OHA.

— Ilouemy? — nomO3pUTENBHO OCBEJOMMUJICS OH. — He Hpas-
Joch?

DTO NPO3BYYAJIO C OTKPOBEHHOM yrpo30il, 1 AMUpeTb MocTa-
pajiach CMSATYHTH HAMIPSKEHUE, YTOO HE TTPOBOIIMPOBATH €TO eIlle
Oosbliie:

— Tot Mue HpaBuibcs. Kak 6pat. Hegapom ke MbI Tak MOXO-
K.

— 3Haellb, JKEHYIIKA, — €r0 I71a3a CBETUIMCh B TEMHOTE, KaK
KOIIIAYbU, TOJIBKO CBET ObLIT CUHUM. — ECJTM ThI HEe XOYelllb, YTOO
s1 TeOs1 Tporasl, TO He 3711 MEHsl, IOHSITHO?

— [NonsaTHO! — AMUpeIs OblIa caMa CKPOMHOCTh M CMUPEHHE.

OH OTKHHYJICS] HA COCEJHION MOAYIIKY W IIAPOKO 3eBHYJI. [1o-
TOM MPUIIOHSIICS, MOATSHYJI BIUIOTHYIO K KPOBAaTH CTYJI C OpY-
KHUEM.

— Thl AyMaelib, Ha HaC KTO-TO MOXET HAMAaCTh? — UCITyTaHHO
npouientaiza AMUPESb, 3aMETUB €r0 PUTOTOBJICHUS.



— MHe He MOHPaBUJINCh HEKOTOPBIE TUIIbl BHU3Y, — C IPE/IBKY-
LIEHUEM NpU3HAICA OH. — CIMIIKOM MPUCTAJIBHO OHU 3a HaMU
HaOmoaam. He xouy, 4Tto0 3actaim Bpacruiox.

— MoskeT ObITh, MHE TIOKApAy/IUTh? — AMUPESb pelInia, 4To
IPEAYCMOTPUTETIBHOCTD He OyJeT JIMIIHEN. — A Thl OTJOXHEIIIb.

— Crin, He ep3ail. { cipliny, Kak MBIIIb CKpeOeTCs MOJL TIOJIOM
Ha HUKHEM 3Taxe. Ecam KTo-To nonpoOyeT NpOHUKHYTh K HaM
HOYBIO, 51 TYT K€ MPOCHYCh, — YCIIOKOWJI OH €€ W IpUKazal: —
Crn! 4 He xo4y BO3UTHCA ¢ TOOOU aHeM. Tak 4To mocTapancs
NOJTyYIlie OTJOXHYTb, YTOOBI €XaTh Ha CBOEH JIOIIAAH, & HE BU-
CeTh MEIIKOM Ha MHE.

3710 OBUIO XOTh U TPyOO, HO BEPHO, U AMHpEIb TOJIBKO Tie-
yaJibHO B3JI0XHYJ1a. CTpaHHas y Hee *ku3Hb. Huuero He nomnyya-
eTc Tak, Kak xouercs. M kro tomy BuHOU? KoposieBckast KpoBb
WIN €€ HecuacMBas IiaHuaa’?

Botr u mMyxa oHa mosiyunsia BOBCE HE TaKOro, Kak XOTeJOCh.
3HauuT, 0OMaHyJ1 ee COH, TIOKa3aBIuiics Bemum. [IpurnomuHas
BECEJIbIE CEPBIE I71a3a, OHA YIUIbUIA B COH C €IMHCTBEHHOU MBbIC-
JIbIO — YBUJIETh UX CHOBA.

[IpocHysach B OJTHOM TEMHOTE OT BHE3AITHO CEBUIETO PSIOM
deppyHa. YcibixaB TOHKUH JISI3T Meva, UCITYTaHHO CIpOCUIa:

— Yro ciyuninocs?

B ero ronoce nocasImanock pagocTHOEe BO30yKIeHHE:

— Crona uyT Tpoe BOOpYKEHHbIX MY:KMKOB. [To3abaBumcsi.

BcriomHuUB, Kak OH «10320aBWICS» CO CTPAKHUKAMU, JIUIIIh
BBINOJIHSIBIIMMU YYKOW MpPUKa3, AMHUPESb B3IPOrHYJIA.



— He Haymo ux youBats! — co ciiezamu B3Mosmiach oHa. —
IIPUKAXy UM YUTH.

— U 4ro, onn Tebs mociymaiot? — deppyH HEJOBEPUMBO
XMBIKHYJI. — He Bepio.

— Ecu onm He yiiayT, Toraa Tel ux yobenb. [Ipomry Teds, He
HaJ10 OOJIbIIIE KPOBU U cMepTei!

Ilocne Henonroro MoT4aHus, BO BpeMsl KOTOPOTO CJIBIIIAIOCH
TOJIBKO €r0 HEJJOBOJIbHOE coneHre, PeppyH HaKOHEell pa3penmI:

— Jlagno. ITpoOyii. [Tocmotpum, uto y Te0st nomyuutcs. — U
NparMaTiyHoO JOOABWJI: — A TO MHE Ha IPSI3HOM MOCTENH CIaTh
HeoxoTa. KoMHaTka 371ech MajieHbKas, a KpOBH OyIeT MHOTO.

Bosne aBepu pasaasnoch ese ciblHOe medypiiaHue. AMu-
peJib XoTesa cpa3y MpUKas3arh, YT00 HEZHAKOMITH yOUPAITUCh OT-
crioaa, Ho DeppyH 3axa e pyKor pOT U MPOIIUIIEST Ha YXO:

— Ilycth cHavasa BOWIYT, 1 XOUy BUAETh UX HArJIble MOP/IbI!

[Ipuiiock TepnenuBo k/1aTh, KOI/a AEPEBSHHBIN 3a110p CIIO-
MaeTcsl, MEPENUICHHbIA OCTPbIM TECAKOM, U B KOMHATY BOPBYT-
cs1 Tpoe My uKoOB. CKBO3b He3aHABEIIICHHbIE OKHA ObLITM BUJIHBI
uX OaHIUTCKUE POXKH.

deppyH OTHST PyKy OT JiMilla AMUpeSb U TOJIKHYI ee B OOK,
MpU3bIBasi HAUUHATD.

— Croure! — npukaszana oOHa OCUIIIINM rOJIOCOM, HAJIESCh, UTO
y Hee XBaTUT YBEPEHHOCTU C HUMU CIPABUTHCS.

Paz0oiinuku 3amepiu.

— Kakoro semiero! — oquH U3 HUX, IOXOXKeE, INIABAPb, CHIIWIICS
clienaTh XOTb 1Iar U He Mor. — Thl UTO, KOJNIyHbs1?



deppyH XpUILIO pacCMESICH.

— 310pOBO THI UX! A Tenepp CPOCH, YErO UM TYT HYXKHO, U
KTO UX IOCJIaJI.

AMupess npuKasana:

— Capnamu? OtBevaiirte!

['maBapp MenieHHO, ToMast ce0s1, IPOrOBOPHII, 3alIMHASICh HA
KaXJIOM CJIOBE:

— OrpaOuTb X0TeNu, MOTOM MOPEIUTh. A MOChUIATh HAC HU-
KTO He IMOChLIAJ, Mbl CaMH TIO ceOe.

— X034MH B J107€? — MPOAOJKUI BHIIBITHIBATh PeppyH, HO
OaHAUT MOJTYaJI, 30 BCEX CUJI CTUCHYB 3YOBI.

deppyH NOATONKHY B 00K AMUpeTb, U Ta TIOCITYITHO BeJena:

— OTBeuail Ha Bce BONPOCH! !

B oTBeT pazpmascst ckpexkeT 3yOOB U phlUalliee «1a».

— JlagHO, yMTall CBOIO AYIIECTIACUTEbHYIO MYPY U ITYCTh BbI-
METBIBAIOTCS, 51 cllaTh X0uy ! — @eppyH BOJILIOTHO PACTSIHYJICS HA
MOCTEJIU U 3aKMHYJ PYKH 32 TOJIOBY.

AMHpesb XoTesa CKa3aTh:

— «Hukoryia 6osbliie He MPUUUHSATE Bpel JIIOASAM U UCTIPaBb-
T€ YK€ ClIeJIaHHOe 3J710! A Ternepb yXoauTe!» — HO BMECTO 3TOrO
NoYyeMy-To Npukaszaia: — Viaure BHU3 U KAWTE HAC BO JIBOPE.
YTpom MBI pemmM, 4To ¢ BAMHU AEJaTh.

Paznasncs Tsokenblil TOMoT Oerymux HOr, MOTOM TPOXOT MO
JIECTHUIIE U BCE CTUXJIO.

— Cnm! He gymaio, 4to 3TOM HOYBIO €I1le KTO-TO 3asBUTCS, —
3eBHYJ PeppyH. — A ¢ HIMU U C XO35IMHOM pa30epeMcs 3aBTpa.



Amwupenb xoTena CpoCUTh Y HETO, YTO OH PEIl C/IeNaTh ¢
MPECTYIHBIM TPAKTUPIIMKOM, HO MYX yxke cnasil. B3noxHys, B
OouepeHOM pa3 MOCEeTOBAJIa HA HEHY)KHOE BMEIIaTeIbCTBO KOJ-
JIOBCKOTO KaMH$I, CBEpHYJIaCh KaJIAUMKOM ITOJIJIe HEeTO U 3aKphljia
raasa.

CyKeHOro-psi’KeHOro He 3Bajia, HO BCEe-TaKU Halesiach, 4To
Ha HOBOM MECTe €l TPUCHUTCS TOT, KTO Tak NoHpaBwics. OH He
MIPUCHWJICS, HO OHA BIIEPBBIE 3a MOCJIEIHEE BpeMsI criaia 6e3msi-
TEKHO, BUIUMO, U3-3a MPUCYTCTBUS CUIILHOTO MYKUYMHBI PSIIOM.
Xots HopoB y PeppyHa ObLT CKBEPHBIM, OHAa BCE PABHO MY [I0-
BepsIa.

YTpom npocHys1ack OT TPOMKHUX BOIUIEH CO IBOpA.

— INomorute, roau 100pbie, yOMBAIOT! — HCTOIIHBIA ITOPOCS-
YMU BU3T pe3asl yIlu.

Amupens nocMmoTpena Ha KpoBatk. [lycto! Tak ato ®eppyn
BHU3Y pasBiieKaeTcsi? MuUrom ozesnach M cjeresa BHU3 110 CKPH-
nyuen jectHuiie. Ha rpsi3Hoi 3eMyie HeUrIleHOTro JBOpa Ha KO-
JICHSIX CTOSUTU: CaM XO35IMH TOCTOSLIOrO ABOPA, MOABAJIBIIUK U
Ky4dep, C HUMH eIlle HECKOJIbKO MY)KHMKOB CO 3JIbIMU TJIa3aMHU.
Bo31e KOHIOITHYU TOJUIMCH TIOCTOSJIBIIBI U OCTAJIbHASI TIPUCITY-
ra, OOSI3JIMBO BBHITVISABIBAIOIINE M3-3a CJIOKEHHOTO PSZOM C BO-
pOTaMu CTOra CeHa.

[lepen mnpekJOHEHHBIMU JTIOABMHM pacxaxuBasl DeppyH,
HeOpEKHO MOMAXUBAIOIINI OOHAKEHHBIM MEUOM. AMUPEITh KH-
HYJIACh K HEMY.

— YTO THI IENaenib? — OHa CXBaTWJIa €ro 32 PyKy C MEYOM, CO



BCEU CWJIBI TIOTSIHYB €€ BHU3, MbITasCh omycTuTh. deppyH Ha ee
yCUJISI BHUIMAHUSI He 0OPaTHJI, KaK He 3aMeTHIT ObI CEBIIYIO EMY
Ha pyKy MyXy.

VYKazaB MEYOM Ha XO35IMHA, BEJIEI:

— A Hy, CIIpOCH-Ka €ro, KTO Y HUX Bce 3T0 opranu3oBai? Kro
NOJTy4Yast OOJTBIITYIO JIOMIO0 OT Pa30osi? A TO OH MHETCS, TOBOPUTD
He KeJlaeT. A, MOXKeT, U OouTcs, He noiiMy. Cam cripaiiBarh He
X04y, 00I0Ch YOUTDh paHbIlle BpEMEHHU.

Amupenb TIIyXuM OT BO3MYILIEHHSI TOJIOCOM TIOBTOpUMIIA TTPU-
ka3. OHa 3Haa 0 pazdoe Ha OOJBIIMX JOPOrax, HO [yMaja, uTo
Ha MOCTOSUTBIX JBOPaX OOSATHCSI HEUEro, UX e MOCTOSIHHO IPO-
BEPSIIOT SMUCCAPBl TAHOTO ChICKA.

[ToMSIBIIUCH UyTOK, XO3SIMH TIPU3HAJICS:

— JKeHa mos B 3TOM Jieiie IIaBHAsA. DTO OHA U JIIOAEU HYKHBIX
Halll1a, ¥ HarpaOJieHHOe NIpoiaBasia. be3 Hee B 3TOM jiene HUKaK.

Awmmupens cama, 0e3 nonckaszku PeppyHa, MOBEPHYJIACh K Ha-
OJTIONABIIIMM 32 HUMU JIIOJSIM Y 3BOHKO MPHUKa3aa:

— Xo34iKa, uau-Ka cropa!

K HuMm ene-erne, 3arietasic 00 COOCTBEHHbIE HOTH, TIPUOIIHU-
3UJ1aCh TOJICTYXa B HEONPSATHOM CEPOM ILIaThe, C KPACHBIM OT
HAIPsIKEHUS] JIMIIOM U TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM 3aBOTIHJIA:

— Jla Bpet oH Bce! { HUKOMy HMKakoro 3ja He aenana! 4 3a-
BCer/a o Mofsx rnekycs! M yopathb, ¥ pUTrOTOBUTH — BCe HA MHE!

— Tuxo! — Amupens nomopiuiaack. — ['oBopu npasay! 1o
ThI [JIaBapb OaH/IbI, YTO MYTHUKOB BO CHE yOMBasa 1 rpaduia?

Bo nBope Bomapuiachk ThimmHa. Bee ciymiany, 9to OTBETUT



Tonctyxa. Ta, cOpOCHB MacKy CKPOMHHUIIBI, TOPAO MOAOOYEHH-
J1ach, yrepia pyKd B OOKa U BBINAIWIIA!



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.
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PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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