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I'maBa 1

Monuka n Mesnmcca co JHs Ha JIeHb K/J1au npuesfa pogureneid. [Iporesn yxe mecs, u crpa-
CTH YTUXJHM. [JHM mponeTany B IPHUATHOHN paccradineHHocTH. Bukrop yacto Gpain ¢ codoii Ha mpo-
I'yJIKM IeBoYeK U busuiu, a Beuepamu OHM NMOONTY MWK Yail B rocTuHO# y Tetu. MHorna Capa ocra-
BaJIach HAa HOYb, ¥ TOT/Ia OHK ¢ Menccoii HaYMHAIMA CTPOUTD JOTAKH U IPEITIONIOKEHUST O COOBITHSIX
MUHYBIIMX JHed. Kazanock, yTo B HEMPOHULIAEMO ThMe HOUU

OXKMBAJIM 3JI0BELIME MPU3PAKU M HABEBAJIM UM TATOCTHbIE BOCIIOMMHAHUS, OT KOTOPBIX OHU
HUKaK He MOIJIM M30aBUThCs. [IHEM Ha 9Ty TeMy rOBOpUTH ObL10 HenpuHATO. Hu Buktop, H1u MoHuka,
HM yX TeM Oosee Buim HUMKOrAa He 3aBOAMIIM 00 3TOM peyb. Bupmmo crapinme kpanmm rpuesna
ponuTenei, YToOsl 00CyuTh Bee B AeTaisx. OfHak bl pAHHUM YTPOM B JJBEPb TPOMKO IOCTYYaJIH,
MoHuKa OTKpbLIa JBepb M YBU/IENIA Ha opore b3y, Ty camMylo keHy NoutaiboHa. OHa npolypyasa
YTO-TO HEBPA3yMUTEJIbHOE, CYHY/Ia KOHBEPT B PYKY TETH U, HE I0KUAACh OTBETA YIILIA.

A B KOHBepTe ObLJIO MUCbMO OT XWJIb/bl, B KOTOPOM Ta TOBOPUJIA O TOM, YTO Y HUX MOSIBUJIMCH
BaxkHble Jesa B Paitna-TayHe, u uro Belexath B bpud-Koct onn He cmoryT. Takske oHa nornpocusia
MoHuKy otnpaBuTh Memnrccy oOpaTHO IOMOM K Havdaity ydeOHoro roja. Eii HyxHO Oyzier 10 HOBOro
rojia noceuiaTh MIKOJy, a IOTOM OHH Bce BMecTe nepeenyT B bpud-Kocr, kak u npeanonaraim.

KoHeuHo e, Takoe U3BecTHe He MOIJIO He PacCTPOUTh HalluX Jpy3ei. Ha coBMmecTHOM coBete
ObL10 pelieHo, uyTo Buktop orBe3er Menuccy 00paTHO, IMYHO BPYUYMT B PYKH POJUTENIEN U BEPHETCS.
Korga Hacran JieHb npollaHbsi, Bce APYKHO BBICBIIAIM BO JBOP M IMPOBOKAJIM HAIIUX JApY3eil co
cae3aMu Ha riaszax. Cepaiie Menuccsl rOTOBO ObLIIO pa3opBaThcsl HA YacTH, C OAHOW CTOPOHBI OHA
OYeHb CKy4Yasa M0 POIUTEIIsIM, a C JIPyroil — eil Tak He XOTeloch MOKUAATh MoouMblil bpud-Kocrt
Y 1po3s0aTh e1le Tpu Mecsla B 3Toi Aplpe noj HazBaHueM PaitHa-TayH. Kpome toro, oHa nocro-
SIHHO BCIIOMMHAJIa CTPOYKHM U3 NMUCbMa MaMbl: «Meircce HeOe30MacHo TyT HaXOAUThCs». Heyxenu
Bce noMeHsiioch? Beero-to 3a kakoii-to Mecsu. Eil ka3anock, 4To OHa eJeT B CTPaIlHYI0, TEMHYIO
Hen3BeCTHOCTb. biiaro, ¢ Heli OyzneT BUKTop, KOTOpBIiA cTa 1151 Hee O4eHb XOpOIIUM JipyroMm. Jlopora
UX MpOTeKasa CIIOKOWHO 0e3 HaKJIAJOK M MPUKJIIoYeHnid, Mecca y3Hana Koe-4To MHTEPECHOE U3
MPOLLUION %U3HU Mo3Ta. OKaspiBaeTcs TeTst MoHMKa Oblla ero nepBoy J1000BbIO, U OHU CTOBOPUJIUCH
MOKEHUTBCS MEPEJ] ero YXOI0M B MaTpOChl, HO TaM JaJIeKO, B Uy)KUX CTPaHaX, OH BCTPETUJ APYTYIO,
KoTOpasi pazouia ero cepaue. MHoro yero ere pacckasbiBan Buktop Memmcce. OH penwiics ¢ Hel
UCTOpHEN CBOEH TyIIH, U TIOE3[IKY HHA Ha CEKYH/y HeJIb3s1 ObUIO Ha3BaTh CKY4HO. M BOT HaKOHeI OHn
nocturmm npeamectiii Paitia-Tayna. Bee ocranock Ha cBonx Mectax OyaTo Obl OHA U HE ye3kaja:
TOJIBKO TpaBa B M0JI€ U3 3€JICHOW ITPEBPATUIIACH B JKEJITYIO: BHITOpeia 0, 3HOMHBIM JIETHUM COJTHLIEM;
JIUCTBA Ha JIEPeBbsIX TOXKE MOMEHsIJIa CBO LIBET: BCe OOJIbIIIE KPACHBIX M KOPMUHEBBIX JIMCTHEB TETIEPh
BIUIETAJIOCh B MOI'y4He KPOHBI.

W3-3a rop nyn npoxniaaHslil M 6oapAMid Betep. Menucca o4ty 3a0bljia O TOM, YTO y3HaJla
O CBOEM POJIHOM TOpojie — O €ro MOAIMHHOM, 3/10Belei ucropuu. Tenepb Bce 9TO Ka3aloch TAKUM
JaJIeKUM, TYMAaHHBIM M Pa3MbITBIM, CJIOBHO CTpAIlIHBII COH. AX, 3aBTpa e B mkoiy! Y magam I'pe-
ropus norpedyet rumH Ko [IHio O6perenusi! A oHa naxe v He Opasach 3a Hero! [la ¥ Kak OHa Ternepb
HaIIleT XBajeOHbIe CJI0Ba MOHAxXy AJIbTepy, KOIJla OHa yxke 3HaeT o ero 3nonesHusx?! Memnucey
nepeznepHyo. [a mycts Magam I'peropus 3mutces! Her, oHa He BHIIaBUT U3 ceOst HU OTHON (haIbIIIv-
BOW CTPOUKH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa CKOPO yeleT orcioga. A K 14 oKTa0ps, K TOMy «CaMOMy Bak-
HOMY B ee ku3HM [IHi0 OOpeTeHus», OHa COYMHUT TAKOW TMMH, YTO y BCEX Ha IIOIIAIU BOJIOCHI
apiooM BeranyT. Jla, na, 1a, oHa oTkpoeT uM Beio npaay! a! Oxa nanvmiet Beio npasay! Ee 6po-
CHJIO B Kap, KaXeTcsl OHa Jiorajanack, oHa noHsuia! Tak BoT oHo uto! Bot kakimM oOpa3om ee JmTe-
paTypHBIE CIOCOOHOCTH CBSI3aHBI C TEMH 3araJJOYHBIMU COOBITUSIMH, KOTOPBIE TPOUCXOAMIN B HAYaJIe
neta! Bo3MOXXHO, HEUTO MBITAIOCH MTOMEIATh €l 103HaThes 10 npasapl! KoHeuHo, Beb y3HaB ee,
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OHa HEMPOM3BOJIBHO 3aX0Tesa Obl HamucaTh 00 STOM M pacckaszaTh Bcemy ropoay! Bor ono uro! U
KakK OHa paHbllie He goraganack! KoHeuHo, HyXHO MOCOBETOBATHCS C POAUTENSAMU. BHITh MOXKET, He
CTOUT HUKOTO OOJIMYaTh, a TIONPOCTY CJIeayeT yexarth orciona?! Mex1y TeM MOoBO3Ka OCTAaHOBUJIACH Y
noma JieBoukd. [Toka BUKTOp BO3MIICS C JIOIIAABMHU, OHA TOJOIIA K KATUTKE U C YIUBJICHHUEM OOHa-
PYXKWJIa, Y4TO Cajl HAXOAUTCS B KpaiHe 3amylleHHOM cocTosiHuu. CopHasi TpaBa pa3pociach BAOJb
ra30HOB, JTIOOMMBIE IIBETHI X WJIb/IbI 3aBSUIH, a IEPEBbsI, BETKU KOTOPLIX APTYp 0OBIYHO 00pe3all, CTo-
SUTM HETPOHYTHIMU. MeJncca TOJIKHY/Ia KaJIuTKY, Ta MpeaaTebcku ckpunHysa. Kak ke tak?! Yious-
JIEHUIO ee He ObUIO TMpejiena: OHH U MEeT/IM He CMa3biBaloT Ternepb? Memmcca OCTOPOKHO TOCTaBHIIa
Bely y 3abopa U, THXO CTyIasi Mo 3apocCIIeil TPOIMHKe, rnojonuia K asepu. OHa npuciymanach K
nomy. TummuHa. 3noBenias TuinuHa. Heyxenu pogureneit Het noma? Kyna xe oHM Jesuch?

Menucca TONKHYJIA BXOTHYIO 1Bepb. 3akpbiTo. A kimod! Kimod-To oHa He Opana ¢ codoit! Kyna
e oHu nponain?! OHa o3rpajiack IO CTOPOHAM M HUKAK HE MOTJIA [TOHSTh, YTO K€ €M 1eJ1aTh AaJIbLIe.
HeoxunanHo, ckpumHy/ia Kaqutka. Memmcca B3IporHyia, cepaie 3a0MiIoch CUIIbHEE: MOXET 3TO
ponuteny BepHymch? OHa 3a0exaia Bo ABop U yBuaeaa BepHanga. OH, ciierka mpuxpamMbiBasi, 1ie
K He.

— Bepunang, npuser! ['1e xe poaurenu?!

OHa KuHYJIach K HEMY U KPETKO OOHsIIa.

— leBouka most, 3apaBctBy#! Thl TONIBKO Mpuexaia? — 3a00TJIMBO OCBEIOMUIICS OH ¥ TIOTJIa, VT
ee 10 ToJIoBe.

Merucca OTCTpaHuIach U BHUMATEIBHO OIJIsIeNIa ero ¢ HOT 10 TojioBbl. Kazanock, uTo 3a eto
JIECHUYMIA CHITBHO mocTapest. OH cyTyauscs OoJblie MpekHero, BECh MOHUK U OCYHYJICS], @ MOPIIHBI
Ha €ro 3aropeJsiom JIMIe CTaju rIyoxe.

Merucca npukycuia ry0y ¥ OCTOpPOKHO MOBTOPHJIA CBOW BOIPOC:

— Musbiit BepHang, a rae ke pogurenu?

JlecHnuMii MpoOIIKa CKOH(YKEHHO yIbIOAThCsl M CHOBA HE JJajl BHSTHOTO OTBETA!

— Iloitnem-ka B oM, eBouka! $1 mpuroToBmI yKuH.

Menucca HaxMypuIach, eil ctayio He 1o cebe. OHa npucTanbHO ocMOTpesa Ha BepHanna, a
TOT, B CBOIO OY€pPe/ib, OTBEJ I71a3a B CTOPOHY.

— BepHnanp, 51 y’xe He MaJieHbKasi! — ef[Ba CAepXKUBasi Clie3bl, TPOM3HECTa OHa, — [loxkayiicTa,
CKa)X¥ MHE IIPSIMO ceryac: rie MOU poauTesin?

JlecHUYMH TSXKeEN0 B3JOXHYJI U IPUCE]T HAa KaMCHb, Menucca Tak ¥ ocrajiach CTOATD, IIPpU-
CTJILHO TSI/ Ha HEro.

— Menucca, — OH BHITAII MaJICHBKYIO AITMPOCKY U 3aKyPHIL, JIUIIO €r0 HA HECKOJIBKO CEKYHIY
YTOHYJIO B KJiyOax cuzoro apiMa. — C TBOMMH POIUTENISIMU BCE B MOPSIJIKE, — OH BbIIEPKaJl HEOOIb-
HIYIO ray3y.

Merucca obnerdyeHHo B3I0XHYJIa, HO TPeBOra O KOHIIA He paccesiylach, OHa MOJTJaa, Mpoaoi-
’Kast IPUCTAJILHO BCMaTPUBAThCS B CBOETO JIPyra.

— IIpocro onm, — nponomkui oH. — HemHoro npudosneny.

— Kak? — Bock/MKHYJ1a JeBOYKa U BCIIecHy 1a pykamu. — Kak mpudonemu? O6a? U yem? Onu

MPOCTYAUIIUCH ?
— Her, — mokayvai ronoBoit BepHana u Tsikesno B3JoxXHYJ. — OHU. . ., — OH 3amHysics. — HemHoro
He B cele. ..

— Yto 3HAUUT HEMHOTO He B cebe? — 3apoxkana Memwcca.

— Hy, HEMHOT0 JIMIIIVIACH PacCyliKa, — OH CHOBA 3aMOJTYaIl ¥ CeJIall OOJIBIIYIO 3aTSKKY.

Menmucca cTosiia, Kak TPOMOM TIOpakeHHas, € TIOKa3aJI0Ch, UTO CTPAIIIHbIE COOBITHSI, KOTOPbIS
HAYaJIMCh TPU MeECsIA Ha3ajl, CHOBA 3aTATMBAIOT €€ B 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO BOPOHKY. ['0yloBa 11112 Kpyrom
OT Takux HoBocTed. OHa C TPyAOM BbIIaBHIIA U3 ceOs:

— Korna sto npousomnno? I'ne onn?
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CkpurHysia KaJiTKa ¥ BO ABOP 3alliell yAuBJIeHHbI Buktop. OH yXke MOHSLI, YTO TPOUCXOIUT
HeuTo HenagHoe. Menucca cpasy ke IO3HaKOMMJIa ero ¢ BepHaHaoM, MyX4rMHBI OOMEHSITUCH Kpel-
KHMH PYKOTIOXKATHSIMHU.

— I'ne xe ee ponutenu? C HUMU YTO-TO CIYUMIIOCh? — cripocui Buktop.

— D70 Mpou301UI0 OYKBAIBLHO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO THE TOcje TOro, Kak Thl yexasa. Mx coBHO
nopMeHwM. OHM HUKOTO HE Y3HAIOT, BCE BpeMsl MOJIYaT, U TOJIbKO OpomsT Tyga-ciona. BoT u Bce.
ITO 3aMETWIU Te, KTO MPUXOIWI B JIEUeOHUITy 32 JIEKapCTBaMU, U paccKasain Mapy Paseny, a ToT,
HE JOJITO JyMmasi, 3arep X B KJIMHUKE. 32 HUMH HaOJTI0/1aeT HOBBIH JIeKapb, BHIMMCAHHBIN U3 Bpud-
Kocral

Bomapuiacek rpo6oBast TuinHa. CIBIITHO ObLIO TONIBKO, KaK MO/ KPbIIIeN YHBLIO MUIIHT KaKasi-
To nituna. [TomHsICs CUIIBHBIN BeTep, U BETBU JIEPEBbEB C CUJION ylIapwiv B CTaBHU. Mesicca MojI-
Yaja, HO el XOTeJIOCh TPOMKO KpUYaTh, M OHA C OOJBIIUM TPyIoM caepkuBaia ceds. Ceituac HyKHO
OBITH CUJTBHOM, HYKHO!

— Kro0 e Torga Hanmcan to nucemo, Memcca? — BUKTOp MOJI0KuMII € pyKy Ha 1uiedo, — Tel
yBepeHa, YTo 3TO ObLIT MOYePK XUJIbbl?

— Ila, HeT, He 3Hal0, — JEBOUYKA 3aMOJTyaja ¥ 3aKpbUIa JIUIO PYKAMH.

— Iloka ux He ObLIO, 5 CIIEIUI 32 JOMOM. A Terephb Oyay KHUTh C TOOOH.

— Cnacu6o orpomnoe, BepHanz, HO HaI0 4TO MpeANnpUHUMATh! §1 XOuy ceromHs xe MouTH K
HHUM U TIOTOBOPUTH C 3TUM HOBBIM JIEKApPEM.

— IpaBwiibHO, IEBOYKA MOSI, CETOIHS e HABECTUM UX. TONBKO Thl CHavasa MpuBeau cedst B
MOPSIIIOK ¢ loporu. Tede 06s13aTeNIbHO HYKHO MOAK penuThesi. Cxoam K cebe HaBepX, a Mbl ¢ Buktopom
3aiiMemMcs efoil.
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I'maBa 2

Mo mopore, BexyIei B ropoji, OHM LT MOJTYa BCe OBUTH TMOTPYKEHbI B TATOCTHBIE Pa3MBIII-
nenus. [leBouka rpo ceOst ckazana BepHaHy «cracu0o» 3a TO, 4TO OH TOBeJ ee OKpanHoi DaitH-
Tayna, ero 6obIIMMU 3a0pOIIEHHBIMU ITyCTHIPSAMH. Eil cOBepIIIeHHO He XOTeNI0Ch MPOXOAUTh Yepe3
BECh FOPOJI, HE XOTEJIOCh BU/IETh €r0 COHHBIX, YBAHJIUBBIX OOUTATENIECH.

Hakonern, onn go6pasmich 10 sedeOHuIbl. OIHOITa)KHAS TOCTPOiKa OeNIoro 1peTa TOHyJIa B
OyiHbIX 3eJ1eHbIX 3apocisax. Cepaiie Menucchl APOrHyIio, CKOJIbKO pa3 OHA MPUXOAMIIA Clofa K POIu-
Tesnsam! A Teneps, 34€Ch YKe Apyrue xo3sena!

OHu oo K HeOOJBIIOH KeJIe3HO! ABepy, BepHaH ] MOTHSIT TSKeI0e KOMbLO M OCTYYal
HECKOJIBKO Pa3.

— JlokTop JIbloKc, HOBBIN JieKapb, — Kak Obl, MEXy MPOYMM, 3aMeTUJI OH. — JKuBeT 31ech xe.

Mernucca B310XHYIa. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT MOCIIBIIIAINCH MEUIEHHBIE IIapKalollye 111ary,
ABEPb OTKPBLIACh, ¥ HA IOPOre BO3HMK BBICOKHIA TOJICTHI MY KUYMHA C 3aCMIAHHBIMU I71a3aMU, OJETHII
B I'PSA3HBIN 3aCAJICHHBIN XaJlaT.

Mesnucca 6pe3ruBo nomopuiack. M 31o HoBbli tekaps! @y! OHa BCrioMHMIIa OTLA, KOTOPBI
Bceraa ObUT OOIp M COCPEJOTOYEH, a XaJaT ero BCeraa Cusil OeMM3HOM.

JIbtouc 1eHMBO MOCMOTPEIT Ha TIOCETUTENIEN U, eJie BOpoYasi I3bIKOM, IIPOU3HEC!

— A, 310 cHOBa Bbl, BepHann?

— Ja, — cyxo otBeTHJI JiecHnuuil. — CoO MHOM MX JOYb M XOPOLIMH JIPYT, OHU XOTesu Obl TOBU-
JaThCsl C HUMU.

— Botock, 3710 HEBO3MOXKHO, OHM HE B COCTOSIHUM ITPUHUMATh BU3UTEPOB.

— 910 ewie noyemy? — POMKO CKa3aJla OHa U cJieiajla pelnTeNbHbIN ar Breped. — 51 Tpedyio,
YTOOBI BBl ITYCTUJIM MEHS K HUM!

JloKTOp 3€BHYJI M MTOKa4aJjl roJI0BOM:

— Her!

— UYro 3HauMT HeT? — B ee IMa3ax 3aKIJIUCh HeoOpble OroHbKU. — HemensieHHO mpomycTute
MEH$ BHYTpb!

— BoI cipimanu? — rpy06o u TpoMKo ckaszan BukTop, 1 Hauasl 3akaTeiBaTh pykaBa, — MHave s
BacC MPAMO TYT pas/iesialo 1oj opex!

JIbtouc nonsATUIICA Ha3a U HEAOBOJIBHO MTPOOypyall:

— Xopol110, XOpoIIO, He OyeM CCOPUTHCSI — OH HEMHOTO OTOJIBHHYJICS, TIPOITyCKasl UX BIIEpe.

Merucca peruTebHO Npolia B KOPUAOP, KOTOPBIi TeTeph BHIIVIAAEI JOHEb35 3ayIIEHHBIM.
OxHa ObUIM HarIyX0 3aJIepHYTHI IPSA3HBIMU ITOPKaMHU, a B YIJIax KJIyOusach mmbutb. Menmcca cKpu-
BWJIACh, BCIOMHUB O TOM, KaKyl0 YUCTOTY POIUTENN NMOAJECPKUBAIM 31€ECh.

— Yem oHm 60IBHBI? — TPO3HO cripocuiia Menmcca.

JlokTop mpoTep 171a3a, CHoOBa 3¢BHYJI U JIGHUBO OTBETHII:

— 1 HuKaK He MoTry onpenenuTh, feBouka. Hukak, — oH pa3sen pykamu. — Kakasi-to abcomoTHO
HoBas1 popma Ge3ymusi.

— ITO BCe, YTO Bbl MHE MOXETE CKa3aTb? — TOH MEeJMCCH CTall ele pe3ye.

— Ha, — 6e3 BCAKUX SMOLMIA OTBETUJ JIBIOMC M, OCTAHOBUBIIKUCH OKOJIO OTHOM M3 MHOTOYMC-
JIEHHBIX JJBEpeid, OTIep ee.

— Musoctr niporiry! — GeCIIBETHBIM I'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC OH.

— 51 mopoxay Bac 34ech, — IPYCTHO cKa3asl BepHaH M OTBEpHYJICS.

Bukrop n Menucca 3amm B nanary v ysuaean Aprypa u Xuibay. OHM CUIEIN Ha pa3HBIX
KOWKaxX Jpyr HAIpOTUB Jpyra U abCOMIOTHO OECCMBICIEHHBIM B3IJISIOM CMOTpenu B HUKyna. OHu
MIOXO/IMJIM Ha 3aCThIBLIME KaMEHHbIe n3BasiHuA. Menucce crayio 6e3yMHO crpaiiHo. OHa IpUKpbLIa
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JBEPb U Cc/ieNajia HECKOJIbKO HeTBepbIX 1aroB. Ponurenu He 3amerniu ee nosieieHus. Toraa oHa,
HaOpaBIIIKCh CMEJIOCTH, MOAOIIUIA K MAaTepH, BIMISIHY/IA B €€ JIUIO M OTHIATHYJIOCh. [ 71a3a sKeHIIMHbI
HE BBIPaKaJI POBHBIM CUETOM HUYET0, OHU OBbLITH ITyCThI, COBEPILIEHHO ITyCTHI, TYObl — TNIOTHO CKATHI,
a OpoBU 4yTh HAXMypeHbl. Ee M0 HAOMUHAIO MAcKy — MacKy TYIoro 0e3pasinyusl.

Menucca epHyna ee 3a pyKaB ¥ TUXO [TPOM3HECIA:

— Mawma! Mawma, 3t0 1 Menucca!

Xuib/ia MeJIEHHO TIOBEPHYJIA TOJI0BY M MOCMOTpESIa KyAa-TO MUMO Hee, HUUEro He OTBETHUB.

— Mawma, — co ciezamu B rosioce nosropuia Mesnucca.

— Xwbaa, npuseT! Tl noMuwIs MeHs? 9 — BUKTOp, TBOM IpyT AeTcTBa! — OH MojIomies Oxke
Y TIOJIOKUJI PYKY €M Ha IUIeYO.

Huxkakoii peakiiuy He Mocien0Bao.

Torpa Menucca nogonuia K oriy. BelpaxxeHue ero jmna oavMH B OIUH NOBTOPSJIO BIPAKEHUE
nvia Matepu. OH ObUT Takke Oe3MOJIBEH M HETIOIBUKEH.

Jpy3bst BB U3 MajaThl, JIbiorica moOau30cTy He ObLIO.

— Yro nenatp, Bepnana? Oum npunyt B ce6s? A? Ckaxu? Kak ux neunts? Ckaxu? HyxHO
HaWTU JpYyroro JieKkapsi, 3TOT LapjiaTaH Kakoi-To, — APOkKalIiuM TojocoM ropopuia Menucca, aep-
’ach 3a roJIoBY.

— INovigemte otciona, — BepHaH B3su1 ee 32 pyKy U MOTAIIWI K BBIXOY.

ITo myTu um Berpetmiicss AOKTOp JIbloMc, KOTOPBII XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3arh, HO BUKTOp nosenu-
TEJIbHBIM )KECTOM OTCTPAHMII €T0, U OHHU OBICTPO BHIIIUIM Ha YITUILY.

JlecHUYMIA 3arOBOPWIT TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOTAAa OHU OTOILIM HA JOCTATOYHOE PACCTOSIHUE OT JieueO-
HHUIIBL.

— Menucca, — Havan oH. — 5 TeOst oueHb MPOIITy, 1aBaii ceituac He OyeM 0OCYk/IaTh 3Ty TeMy.
41 oTBeuy Ha BCe TBOM BOMPOCHI, KOTJa Mbl BEpHEMCSI OOPaTHO.

Jloma oHu cenm 3a cToll U BepHan1, 3aKypHB TPyOKy, TPOU3HEC:

— Bor Tenepb MOHO rOBOpUT!

— YT0 BCE 3TO 3HAUMT? — CIIPOCUJIA OHA.

— Ox, Menucca, 51 He 3Hal0, Kak Te0e OOBSICHUTD, HE 3HAI0, — Ha €ro JIMIEe OTPa3nIach MyKa. —
Huxkakoii 1ekapb TBOUM POIUTENSAM HE TOMOXKET!

— Kak? — BckpukHyna neBouka. — [Touemy He nmomozxer?

— Heyxenu Bbl Bepute 3TOMY 11apnatany?! — Haxmypuics Bukrop.

— KoneuHo s emy He Bepio! fI naxe cCOMHEBalOCh B TOM, YTO OH JIEMCTBUTENBHO JieKapb!
OoJbIIIe YeM yBepeH, uTo Map PaBen criermanbHo BbIOpas iMeHHO ero! Heymexy u ieHTssI.

— Ho 3auem emy 310 Hy:)XHO? I He nmoHrMaio! Beab MOMUMO MOMX pOAMTEINEH, B TOPOIE MHOTO
APYTUX JI0eH, KOTOPbIM TaK WJIM MHAUE, TOHAJOOUTHCS TIOMOIIb?

— Menucca, — BepHanp ycrasno B3A0XHY/I. — Thl MHOTOTO He 3Haelb 00 3TOM TOpojie U O TOM,
KTO IPaBUT UM!

Menucca KpuBO YCMEXHYJIACH:

— Bam Tonbko Tak kaxercsi, noporoii Bepnana! Ha camom nene st 3Hato ropasno Oomblie, 4yem
BBl IIPEATIONIAraeTe.

BepHang HacTOpOXKWMICH:

— Yo TH UMeelTb B BULY?

— Ha, Menucca, 4to Thl UMeellb B BULy? — nofai ronoc Bukrop.

— MHoroe, — Menucca HarmycTuia Ha ceOsl TAMHCTBEHHBIN BH, ITOTOM HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/]I
MOMOJTYaJIa ¥ BblJ1aJ1a UM BCE O CBOUX MPUKITIOUEHUSX.

— Kak xoporo, 4uro s moexan ¢ To6oit, Menmucca! 9 tak u 3Hai1, 4yTo BH ¢ Capoii 4ero-to He
noroBapuBaete. OKa3bIBaeTCsl, BCE HUTOUKU TSAHYTCS OTCIOfa, — B3J0XHY/1 BukTop.

— Bol mpaBsl, — lecCHUUMIA KMBHYII, — 3Haellb, Mesucca, BBUISUUTh POIUTENeH CMOKEIIb TOJIBKO
Thl. Ham npencrount nonras 6opsda. He cnpammBailt Menst Hu o yem. [loka 51 He Mory ckasatb Tebe
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Bceit ipaBabl. Ho s 311eck 111 Toro, 4ytoObl yKa3arh Tede MmyTh, KAK IMEHHO MOXHO UX BBUICUHTS. S1
npocto Oyay HarpapisTh Teds1. Hu o uem He gymaii v toBepbest MHe. Bot 1 Bee. [leno Ham npeacTout
KpaiiHe TpyaHoe. Ml Ham HykHa OyJeT JOMOJHUTEbHAS TOMOIIb. BUKTOp, BBl CMOXETE BEPHYThCS B
Bpud-Kocr u npusestu ciona Monuky? 51 661 MOr Harmucath 00 STOM paHbliie, YTOObI Bbl TPUEXAIIH
Bce BMecTe. Ho Bce nrchMa nepexBaThiBaloTCs, a sl HE MOT OCTAaBUTh POIUTENIEH U IOM.

— Koneuno! 4 tak u cnenaro! INoeay 3aBtpa xe! Ho BBl yBepeHbI, UTO cripaButech 6e3 MeHs?

— Ha, 51 y)xe He MepBbIi TO/I HECY 3Ty CIyk0y, — IPyCTHO OTBETMJI CTapuK, — Kpome Toro, oH,
TOT KOTOPBIN OXpaHseT Tebs1, Menricca, oH Becerga He3pumo psijioM. Korga-To oH criac M MOIO JKU3Hb.

— Bol umeere B Busie Beprunmana? — BcraBui Bukrop.

— Bl yxe 3HaKOMBI ¢ HUM, — YJIBIOHYJICS OH, — £ Tak ¥ 3HAI.

— Huyero cebe! laxke BUKTOp ¢ HMM 3HaKOM, a MHE OH Jake Ha IJla3a He TOKa3biBascs!
JlamHo, — maxnyna pykoit Menucca. — Cefiyac 3T0 MHeE yke He oueHb uHTepecHo. Ho ecin oH Takoit
CUJIbHBIA ¥ JOOPBIH, TO MOYEMy OH HE MOXKET IPUITH CI0fIa U CTIACTH MOUMX pojauTesel! — BCKpruvasa
OHa.

— Emy Henb3s1 Tenepb HaXOAUThCS 371€Ch, — MeYasibHO YiIbiOHYIICs: BepHana. — Tonbko He cripa-
muBai Mensi, noyemy! I[Ipuaer Bpemsi, ¥ Thl MO3HAKOMUIIIBCS ¢ HUM! OH TeOs1 OTHIIIIET.

— A mouemy MbI He MOXeM 3a0paTh pOAMTEINICH U yexaTh OTCIoAa MpoYb?!

— Ecnu bl Tak cenaem, To MpourpaeM, BOSHUKHYT OCJIOKHEHH s, C KOTOPBIMH MBI HE CMOXKEM
CIpaBUTHLCS B OyayieMm, — BepHaHa pe3ko BCTasl U BO30YXKICHHO IpoIIesics 1Mo KomHare. — 1 He
MOTy TIOKa TeOe HU4ero cka3arb! 9T1o Bce ucroptut! f Oymy HampaBisTh TeOsl, Hy a IOTOM ThI cama
BCE Y3Haellb.

— Yro ucnoprur? — cnpocuna Menucca.

— A? — He noHsu1 ee BepHan.

— BsI ckazanu, 1o Bce ucnoprur! Yro Bce?

—Bopb0y! — KOPOTKO OTBETHII JIECHUYU U Cpasy xke 100aBuII: — TONBKO He CIpalBai, Kakyio!
Jonryio, u3HypUTeIbHYI0 60ph0Y, K KOTOPOW Thl UMEeEIllb HEMOCPECTBEHHOE OTHOIIeHHE !

Menucca B3noxHyna. Tak ona u gymana! Jlagno, ona Oyner 6opotbest. Y ponutenyt nmpuayT B
ce0s1. U oHa yenet mpodb OTCIona.

— BepHag, BbI cka3asm, 4TO OH Crac BaM KU3Hb. XOTs Obl 00 3TOM BBl MOXETE paccKa3arh Ham?

— Ia, s pacckaxy! [IpurotoBbrech, 310 OyET IIMHHAS UCTOPUSI.
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I'nmaBa 3

— JlaBHBIM-/IaBHO, B Ty TIOPY, KOI/1a 5 ellie ObLT MOJIOABIM, TO JKHJI HE B ITOW BETXOM CTOPOXKKE,
KOTOPYIO ThI TaK XOPOLIO 3Haellb, Menucca, a B camoM ceprue Paiina-Tayna. Pogurenn mou nep-
*ay OyJlOYHYIO Ha YIUTy, B TOM JIOME, TJie ceiiuac HaXOAMTCS anTeKa.

B nercrBe s, Kak M Bce OCTallbHbIE, C PalOCTbIO, OJ1arOrOBEHUEM U TallHBIM TPENETOM BCTpe-
yan lenp O6petenust. [lo cux nop NoMHIO, Kakast TOpXKecTBeHHasi arMocdepa BoLapsulach B HallleM
J0oMe rnepe]] npa3aHuKoM! MaTb TIaTeIbHO rOTOBHJIACH K TOPKECTBY. BbITackuBasa U3 1mkada Halm
OeJble OfeK b, OEPEeKHO CTHpaia MX, CYLIMJIa Ha COJHIE, a IOTOM JOJITO pasriakuBasia KakIbli
Kycouek TKaHu. Ee mpuroTtoBieHMs Ka3aluch MHE OYeHb BaKHBIMH M BO30YK/IAJIM HETIO/IEIbHOE
BostHeHue. OTell e MPUHOCKIT U3 OyIIOYHON OTPOMHBIN SIOMIOYHBIA TMPOT, IOKYIAJ I0POroe BUHO U
BCSIKME BKYCHOCTH, KOTOpbIe 3aka3biBasi 13 bpud-Kocra. B 31 npeanpasiHnuHble Beuepa Mbl cajiu-
JIUCh 32 KPACHBO CEPBUPOBAHHBIN CTOJ, MOKPBITHIA OEJI0M CKAaTEPThIO, U YKMHAIU C BEJIMKOH TOpXKe-
CTBEHHOCTBIO M Pa3MEPEHHOCTHIO, KaK Ha BEJITMKOCBETCKOM MpHeMe. A IOTOM PaHO JIOKUIJIUCh CHATh,
YTOOBI BCTaTh HA CJEAYIOIIUI JeHb CBEXKUMU, OOAPHIMU U MOJTHBIMH CHJI.

VYTpoM, 00nauMBIIMCh B MPa3AHUYHbBIE ONCKIbI, Mbl BCTPEYAIUCh C HAIIUMHU COCEISMH —
ceMbell bekeToB 1, CKOBaHHBIE €IMHBIM TPETIETHBIM JJyXOM, BJIMBAJIMCh B OOIIYIO TOMITY, COBEPIIAIO-
IIyI0 IEeCTBHUE IO MpOcTeKTy. f men psaom ¢ bertu, ObIBIIEl B TO BpeMsl MOEH JIy el oApyKKOM.
Omna Obl1a IpesiecTHBIM CO3JaHueM: OeJIOKypasi, ¢ TAKUM IPOCTbIM, OTKPBITBIM, O30PHBIM JIULIOM.
Jlro6uina oHa momanuts. OpieBasach BCeria B MaJbUMILIECKYIO Ok Iy, YTOOB yIOOHee ObLIO JTa3UTh
o iepeBbsiM. Ho B [lens O6peTeHnst oHa Oblia moxoxa Ha AHrena, corre/mero ¢ Heba. Pyka 06 pyky
I1araJiv Mbl, YUHHBIE U CIIOKOMHBIE. TakuM ObUI 7151 HAC ITOT MPA3AHUK.

[0 Bpems, 5 moluien B KOy, HO Mbl MPONOIKAIN ApyA«UTh ¢ Bertu. U BoT yxe, Oynyun
B BBIITYCKHOM KJIacce, 51 BAPYT MOHSUI, 4TO JII0OMo ee. S uciyrascs, cran u3beratb ee, HO OHa cama
BbIBEJIa MEHSl Ha Pa3roBOp M MPHU3HAJIAaCh B OTBETHOM YYBCTBE. YTO-TO HOBOE MOSIBUJIOCH MEKY
HaMU, Terepb HAllIK [TPOTYJIKY MO 3HAKOMBIM MECTaM Ka3aJIMCh COBCEM APYTUMU. Mbl OpOIUIIH, B3sIB-
IIMCh 32 PyKH, 1 O0JITaI 000 BCeM Ha CBETe.

Tak npo1uIo Lesoe JeTo, HOKa He HacTyInui1 ouepeiHol e OOpeTeHus, K KOTOpoMy s TOTO-
BUWJICS TILATEJIbHEE, YeM Ipexae, noo xoten caenars bertu npeioxenue. Bee 1o cBoum yepeaom,
MBI, KaK BCET/a, HAIPAaBJISUIHCh K IUIONIAIM, HO OHA CMOTpeJia Ha MeHsI yXe MO-IPyroMy: ¢ 0COObIM
BBIPAKEHUEM 3aTACHHOW PaJOCTU M NPEIBKYIIEHUEM CKOPOro cyactba. OHa JOraaplBajgack, 4To
X0uy MpeUIOKUTb €l pyKy U cepaLie.

W BoT Hauasicst 0Opsz, I/e IHOIIM Npeylaraiy JeBylKkam xkeHuTh0y. [lepBbiM Bhiten Pasen,
CbIH TOTAIIHErO M3pa, U KaK Thl IOHMMAEIllb, Halll HBIHEIIHUI M3, U K MOEMY yKacy cliesiaj pea-
noxenue berru! Tonna B3BosmHOBaHHO 3acThula! Kak xe?! Kak xe?! Cpin camoro mapa! [la passe x
BO3MOXXHA Takas ygaada i npoctoil qepymiku! Ho Bertu miBbIpHYy/ia eMy BEHOK M3 poMalliek, 4To,
Kak ThI IOMHHIIIb, O3HAYaeT O0TKa3! B Tonre Bonpeky 3aBeieHHOMY 00bIYal0 pa3/iaJicsi HeIOyMEHHbIN
BO3IJIAC.

PaBen Bech cikascs, OMyCTUII IJIEYM M METHYJ OCTPBIA, 3700HBIN B3I Ha Bertn. A motom
BBILLIET 51, TOJIIA eIlle He OTOIUIA OT HEOOBIYHOTO TPOUCIIECTBHS, HaJl TUIOIIAbIO [IAPUIIO TPOOOBOE,
TSKEJIoe MoTyaHue. $1 TMXO M MpocTo ckazail: «berTr», Tosma CHOBa B3[IPOrHy/1a U BCE YCTaBUJIUCh
Ha Hee, OHa e, FOPII0 PACMpPsAMUB IUI€YH, MOAHSJIA IOJIOBY U TBEPIOH MOXOAKOM MOIOILIA KO MHE.

— A TIOTOM, — OH B3IOXHYJI ¥ C TPYJOM CTaJl NOAOMpaTh CIoBa: — A MOTOM, TIOTOM, BCE CTaJlo
MIPOMCXOIUTD TaK OBICTPO M CTPEMHTENBHO. [ 0pos1 HABOMHUIIM CITyXH O TOM, UTO MbI ¢ BerTu mocsr-
HYJIM Ha ero CBSAILIEHHbIe YCTOU. XOTsS Mbl HUCKOJIBKO He HapyIviv puryana. Harporus, Bech 00psiz
ObLT TpoBefieH, coracHo crporuM npasuiaM. Ho xuteneit ®aitna-TayHa 310 He BoiHOBajio. B
OyJIOUHYI0 K MOMM POJIMTENEM Y€ He 3aryis/blBalv MOKYyNaTelu, a CTOJspHAs MacTepCKas CEMbU
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Bertu nepecrana npuHOCUTSD J1oxoabl. [lepea camoit cBabOOi s MpUIIIeN K Hel, M YBU/IEI ee 3arlia-
kaHHoe Jimno. OHa mepesana MHE 3alMCKy, M TOMPOCHIIa, YTOObl 51 OOJbIIIe HE TPEBOXKUI ee. B
3anucKe ObUIO CKa3aHO, YTO MIP MPUXOAWI K €€ POAUTENSIM M HAMEKHYJL: €CJIM Ballla 0Yb He BbIN-
net 3a PaBena, TO CIIOKOMHOM JKM3HM TpUIET KoHelr! VX MacTepcKyo BOOOIIE 3aKpOIOT, a 04Ub U ee
JKEHUX HUKOT/IAa HE CMOTYT HalTH padboTy. Map B pa3roBope ¢ poauTesiMu beTtu aenan ynop Ha To,
YTO CBOMM IOCTYIIKOM OHa OpOCHJIa TeHb Ha YeCTh TOPOJa, HAHECTIa CMEPTeIbHOE OCKOPOJICHUE ero
cbiHy Ha Jlne OOperenus u nogopsaia ocHOBbI ku3Hu Paitna-TayHa. [Janee, bertu nucana, uro ei
MpUIETCS BBIMTU 32 PaBesa, uHaue ee ponuTesiel kJIeT HUIeTa, ocykaeHue u rnosop! A meitancs,
TMIBITAJICS IOCTYYaThCs 10 Hee, TOBOPUJI O TOM, YTO Mbl MOKeM OekaTh U3 TOpOAa, M HAIIIA POJUTEITH
TOXE€ MOTYT yexaThb BMeCTe C HamH, ecid Mbl yroBopuM ux! Ho Bce TmierHo! OHa u ciymiaTh He
xotena. JlaBHO 310 ObLIO, MUTast Memcca, U CKaxy s Tede, 4To pa3duToe cepille s Koe-Kak mepe-
KU1, HO TOTO, YTO MOCJIEI0BAJIO 32 3THM. ... ByKBasjbHO yepe3 Mecsiil mocjie Toro, Kak bertu pacrpo-
I11aJ1ach CO MHOM, M3p 00bsiBUI BHeouepeaHou [lens Oopetenus! Tol Tonbko nipesacTaBs! XKutensm
COOOIIUJIM: OHM JIOJDKHBI TIOBEPUTH B TO, UTO HA JBOpPE HE cepenuHa Jiekadps, a — okTsaopb. U Bee,
BCe, Kak OapaHbl, CTTM MIOKOPHO TOTOBUTHLCS K MPa3JHUKY, pa3 HA/I0 — Tak Hajao! M BOT, HA HOBOM
e Ob6perenus Pasen caenan npennoxenue bertu, n oHa cormacuiack! KoHeuHo, Bee ke JIOTIKHO
ObITh 10 MpaBuIaM! Ckaxy TeOe Oe3 yTailku, s Joaro cTpajai. bertu ¢ Tex mop He BCTpevas, OHa
riepeexa’sa KUTh B PE3UICHIINIO MIpa. A Korjaa Hactas ouepeaHou denp OOpeTtenusi, s He Molien Ha
HEro, ¥ Ha CJIelyIonMid Toxe He rorien. Hemonro s xan Bo3Me3aus, Kak-To MoyTpy KO MHE TpH-
IIUTH JTIOI U3 MIPHH, 3asiBUJIH, UTO s1 HAPYIIAIO YCTOSIBIIMIACS MOPSIIOK, MOAPHIBAI0 OCHOBBI )KU3HU
ropojia, MOCSralo Ha CBSTHIE 3aBEThl CAMOrO MOHaxa Aubrepa. 11 MeHs BhICTIany B MOe TerepeliHee
KUJTUIIE, CKPOMHYIO XMKMHY B Ualiie Jieca.

Sl okazasncs oTpe3aHHBIM OT BCEr0 MHUpA, OKA3aJICs HUKOMY He HYKHBIM, BBIOPOIIIEHHBIM 32
HEHaJOOHOCTHIO HAa MIOMOUMKY. Mou ponuTesn OTKa3zaiuch ot MeHs. Jlerb OOpeTeHus ObUT 11 HUX
BaXkHee M Iopoxke chiHa. Thl mpencTaBb ceOe, Menucca, OHM MOCYMTANH, UTo o npenan ux! [peman!
W3-3a Toro, 4to s1 OTKphITO momien npotuB [IHs O6perenus! OHu Ha3zBaM MeHsI HEOIArofapHbIM
CBIHOM W 3asIBWJIM, YTO TeNepb BUIETh MEHS He XOTAT. M BOT, B OWH U3 NOKIJIMBBIX U CTPAIIHO
TOCKJIMBBIX THEH s OLIYTUJI TaKOe HEeNepeHOCHMMOoe, Oe3yTelIHOe OIMHOUECTBO, UYTO PEILII CBECTH
CUETHI C )KU3HBIO. $1 3aXBaTWJI MPOYHYIO BEPEBKY U BBIIIEN B Jiec. biaro, qepeBbeB MHOTO, M HAUTU
BETKY, OIXOSIIYIO IO MO POCT, He TaK Yk 1 TpyaHo! Korna s yxe cobupascs mpocyHyTb rOJIOBY
B TIETJIIO, NOsIBUJICS OH, Bepruiman! CHauana 51 yBUIE THXOE CBEUSHHUE U PEIII, YTO CXOKY C yMa.
JII000TIBITCTBO B351JI0 BEPX, 51 CIIPHITHYI ¢ OpeBHA Ha 3eMJTIO, U CTaJI BIJISBIBATHCS B CBEUCHHUE, KOTO-
poe mproIMKaIoch Ko MHe Bce ObicTpee U ObicTpee. Her, MHe coBceM He ObuTo cTpamHo! Haobopor,
s1 OIIYIIAJ KaKyl0-TO O€3rpaHuYHYI0 PaJIoCTh U BAPYT MOHSUL: TO, YTO 51 BUXKY — 3TO HEe 0OMaH pac-
CTPOEHHOTo co3HaHMsl. CBeYeHNe MPUHSIO OOJIMK YesIOBEKa — MOJIOAOTO MY)KUMHBI, B TPOH3UTEIb-
HBIX IJIa3aX KOTOPOro, Ka3alioch, OTpaxanoch He6o. OH Ha3BaJl MEHsI 110 UMEHHU U CTasl yOexXJaTh He
COBEpIIaTh ITOro CTpaIHoro nocrymnka. CinoBo 3a cinoBo, U Mbl pazropopuiuck. C Tex nop Bepru-
JMaH ctan MouM Jpyrom. OH YacTeHbKO 3axaxuBai Ko MHe. OT Hero s y3HaJl paBy O ropoje.

BepHan 3akoHYMIT U TSKENO B3I0XHYI. Bee ero mpormuioe mpoHecaoch nepes HUM B CTPeMU-
TEJIbHOM KPYXKEHUU.

Menmucce crano xaib ero. [la, He 3ps oHa HemomoOIMBaia 3toro xmeipst Papena! U Bcerma
YIUBIISIACH TOMY, TIOUEMY Takasi KpacuBasi U yMHasl )KeHIIHA, Kak bearpuc, Bbiuia 3a vero! Yept
BO3bMHU, HY TEMEPh-TO €l TOYHO HUKTO HE MOMeIaeT HanvcaTh UICTUHHYIO UCTOPUIO TOposia U OrJia-
CUTb €€ Ha Bech CBeT. Tak OHa OTOMCTHT 3a BCeX — 3a ce0sl, 3a pouTesneit, 3a BepHana u 3a HecyacT-
Hylo bpenny!

—3Haete, BepHaH[1, BOT UTO 1 pelInIIa: a HAMKUIIY-Ka 51 paccKas, B KOTOPOM OTKPOIO BCIO PaBIy
o HameM npesiectHoM PaitHa-Tayne. Y mpounTaio ero Ha rpsiaymem ue O6pereHust BMecTo rumHa
To-To e oHM Bce 3anpseiraiot! Yx! — Menucca ygapuia KyJlakoMm 1o croiy. — Ml MHe 1ij1eBath Ha 1o,
4yTO OyaeT aasbiie!

12



M. IlericaxoBa. «Memucca. Yactp 2»

BepHan B31porHys1, OUHYyJICS OT CBOMX MBICJIEH M paJIOCTHO ocMoTpest Ha Memccy. OH BCKo-
YHJI C MECTa ¥ BCKPUKHYT:

— JleBouka Mos1, Thl Ha mipaBuiIbHOM myTH! Ha mpaBuibHOM! IMEHHO Tak Thl CMOKeEIIb TIo0Oe-
IWTh, — BAPYT OH OCEKCs M ceJl 00paTHO, OIYCTUB B3IJISII.

Tak. Tak. Kaxercs, oH uyTh 06110 He TipodonTaics. [Todequts? Ho koro? OHa ¢ uHTEpecoM
MoCMOTpesia Ha Hero. [la, KaxeTtcs elle HECKOJIbKO JTHEeW, M OH Bce paccKaxer! Menucca BIOXHOBH-
J1ach TOIOOHBIM PACKJIAIOM. 3HAYNT, OHAa Ha BepHoM TyTu! [a, moxkanyi, Kk 14 okTa0psi, OHa HaIu-
IIeT TaKOW 'MMH, 4TO Majam ['peropusi coxper cBor coocTBeHHble 0uku! ToNbKo BOT, €ii IBHO He
J0CTaeT MaTepuaia, 4ToObl KapThHa crana nonHou! Bo Bceil 3Toil ucTopum ¢ MOHaxXoM AJbTEpoM
ecTh oueBUHbIE TpooOenbl! Hy na nagHo, y Hee elie T0CTaTOYHO BpeMEHH, YTOObI yCTPAHUTh HX !

HeoxunanHo Buktop cxai ee pyKy ¥ TpOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— V 1e6s Bce momyuntcs ¢ pacckazom! 51 ysepen. {1 Bcerga rotoB momous Tede. Thl IeiicTBU-
TEJIbHO Ha MPaBUJIBHOM ITyTH. TBOPYECTBO — TO HAII MY Th!

— 51 nonHocThio MoAaepkuBao Buktopa! Menucca, Thl JOMKHA 3HATH erle Koe-uto. Tede 00s-
3aTesbHO HYXKHO 3aBTpa MOWTH B MIKOTY. 32 OKHOM yke cMepkaetcsi! TeGe u BUKTOpy HYXKHO XOpo-
IIIEHBKO BBICTIATHCS.

Menucca Haxmypuiack. B mkony! Kakas teniepb TyT MoxkeT ObITh mikosa?! Hy namHo, pa3 Hajgo
— TaK Hamo. OHa OyzeT cimymarbcsi Bo BceM BepHanpa.

OH CJIOBHO TIpOYeST €€ MbICIIH.

— INoBeps MHe, eBOYKa, — CKa3al OH yoeauTenbHO, — B mkony tede HyxHO maru! Tel cama
CKOPO CMOXeIllb yOenuThcst B 3TOM. TOJNBKO cpa3y Mpeayrpesk/jiaio Teds: OTHOIIeHHe K Tede Y Becex
W3MEHUJIOCh.

— D710 U3-3a poauTenei, 1a? — npeanoioxuia ona. — Hy u mycts! §I Bcerna ux Bcex Heomo0-
JIMBaa, MycTh YK Jy4llle HeoOOBb OyIeT OTKPHITOM, YeM TaiiHoW. Tak dectHee!

JlecHnuMiA JTJaCKOBO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee:

— JleBouka Mosl, 51 TOPKYCh TOOOI !
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I'naBa 4

Pano ytpom oHM npoBoamiu BukTopa, OTIycKath HOBOTO Jpyra ObUIO OUYEHb TSKENO, U
Menucca 3amakana. Tonbko Obl B fopore ¢ HUM HU4ero He ciayumiock! Ho ecu psoom Oyner Bep-
T'WINMaH, TO 32 HETrO MOXKHO He 00AThCs. A el JKe IPEICTOS TSKEJbI U YHBUIbIN JIEHb B LLIKOJIE.

Omna cBepHyJ1a ¢ TPOCEJIOYHOU IOPOrH U BolIa B ropoA. OTciona HaunHaIICA JUIMHHBIA CTapbli
IIPOCIIEKT, MPOXOIAIIMI Yepe3 IUIOIAAb U PaTylly U BeIyIIMi IpsAMO K 3[JaHHIO IKOJbL. Memmcca
HOBBIMM IJIa3aMHU MOCMOTpeJia Ha MaJleHbKUE JBYXITaXHBIE JI0OMa, CTOAIIME MO 00EMM CTOPOHaM
noporu. Kro-to xe 3aech xun Tpucta jet Hazaj! Kro-to ke mokunyn ropoa! Ho mouemy? Kyna
nemck Bee kutenu? O, BOT yero el He xBaraeT st pacckaza! Touno! Bor oH siBHBIN mpober!
ViMeHHO 3T0 eii ¥ Hy’KHO OyZieT BBISICHUTB, YTOOBI €€ paccKas CTall LeIbHbIM U npaBauBbeiM ! KoHewHo,
ouumanbHas ucropus Paitna-TayHa HUKOrIa He 1acT el OTBETa Ha 9TOT BOIPOC.

UYem naspiiie Menucca 11171a, TeM CUJIbHEE pa3birpblBasioch ee BooOpaxeHue! OHa Bujena, Kak
3JI0BELLMI MOHaX BeJleT 3a cOOOM JIo/el, U3MyUEHHBIX JOJITMM IepexoqoM. Bo3MokHO, OHUM LI
MMEHHO T10 3TOH YJHIIE, yCTasble 1 00e3yMeBIIne, OJ1a)KeHHO YIBIOANCh M CMOTPEJIH Ha MYCTYIOIHe
J0Ma, IPUMEPSIsICh, KaKoi Obl BHIOpATh cede.

B namsTy Beruibio JMno MoHaxa Asstepa. Jlaxe eciiv 3aXo4elllb, TO HUKOI/IA ero He 3a0y/ellb,
Onarogapsi nopTpeTaM, pa3BellaHHBIM 10 IIKoJie. BoT ero ManieHbkue Kapue ri1a3a, TeMHasi 0opoKa
BOKPYT BJIACTHBIX, TYTO CKaThIX I'y0 U AJIMHHBIE ITPSIMbIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI, TPOHYTHIE CEJMHON — TAKUM
ero n3oopaxaiot! M1 oH cMoTput Ha TeOs1 0TOBCIoLy! 3a MHOTO JIET OHA MPUBBIKJIA IOCTOSIHHO BUIETh
€ero, ¥ OH CTaJl HEM3MEHHBIM aTpUOYTOM IIKOJIBHOW XKU3HH, TAKUM Ke, KaK, CKakeM, cTapasi rmapra.
Merucca nonsiTajgack BCHOMHUTh, KAaKOE OH IPOM3BEJT Ha Hee BIeYaTIeHe, KOrjla OHa yBU/Iela ero
B niepBblii pa3! Ho TimerHo! B naMsaTi HUYero He OTJIOKUIOCH.

TeM BpeMeHeM Ha yJIUIax CTaIM [OKa3bIBAaThCs MEPBbIE POXOKUE, OHU MEIIEHHO U HECTIELITHO
IIJI TIO CBOMM JiesiaM. Mercca 3aMeTHIa, YTo MHble KMJAIOT HA Hee BeCbMa CTPaHHbIe M MHOTO3Ha-
YUTEJIbHBIE B3IVIA/BL. A Te, KOTOPBIX OHA 3HAET JIMYHO, OMYCKAIOT IJa3a U SIBHO HE U3bABJIAIOT keJla-
HHUSI 3/I0pOBaThCsl ¢ Hel. Menrccy HUCKOJIBKO 3TO He 3a71eNo, HaoOopoT, eif craio serde. He HyxHO
(basbIMBO yBIOATHCS, OCTAHABIMBATHCS U PACCKa3bIBaTh, KaK OHA MPOBEJA JIETO.

Omna nepecekiia Iom@ap M, CBEPHYB 3a PE3UACHLMIO M3Ipa, MOLUIA MO TPOIMHKE, UIYIIEH
yepes napk. Ox yx 31ot m3p Pasesn! Kak on mMor tak nocrynuts ¢ Beprangom?! Crapelii HanbIILEeH-
Hbld nHIOK! OHa npencTaBuia cede, 9To B 3TOM OOJBIIOM JIOMe TOMHUTCS bearpyc u BCOMUHAET
CBOE CYACTIMBOE Mpolioe. XOoTsA, OHa cama BUHOBaTa BO BceM! Moria Obl 1aTh OTIIOP 3TUM HEro-
As15M, HACTOATh Ha CBOEM M yexarth ¢ BepHanjom, Hanpumep, B bpud-Kocr. Hy, ee, sty bearpuc!
Kankas nymonka!

Menucca HaxMypuilach: Bce Terepb € Ka3anoch (hasbIIMBbIM, COTKAHHBIM M3 KYCOUKOB I'HU-
JIOM TKaHU, KOTOPYIO 4yTh JIepHU — cpa3y nopsercs. VIHTepecHo, a MagaMm I'peropust XpaHUT Kakylo-
HUOYb TaiiHy? Menucce crano cmeniHo. TanHcTBeHHast Maiam [ peropusi! Uro xe ckpeiBaeT oHa?
Mosxet ObITh, OHa paHbliie ObUIa MyXunHOI? He 3pst y Hee Takow rpyOsiii rosioc! Menwicca 3acmesi-
J1ach COOCTBEHHBIM MBICTISIM.

Bor yxe n3-3a epeBbeB NMOKA3aIMCh AJTMHHbIE IIIHUJIM IIKOJIbl, @ CKBO3b 3€JIEHYIO JIMCTBY Masi-
YMJIa KpacHasi KUPIMYHAs KJajKa. Mencca IIsiHy/Ia Ha Yackl: 10 Havaja oOriero coopa ele 4er-
BepTh yaca. Ho oHa yke cipliana HEeBOOOPa3MMBIH rajijiesk Ha IIKOJIBHOM JBOpE, M €l COBCEM He
XOTEJIOCh BIIMBAThCS B 9Ty LIYMHYIO TOJITY.

IToTomy oHa perniia OcTaThCs B apKe, U, CBEPHYB C TPOMUHKH, MOJOIIIA K YEJUHEHHOH jepe-
BsIHHOW Oecezike. Meucca yBepeHHO BOIIUIA BHYTPb U 3acThljia OT yauBieHus. OHa yBujena MoJo-
Ayl0 JEBYIIKY, KOTOpasi YhTajla KHUTY. Menucca Xotena ObUlo pa3BEepHYThCA M YUTH, HO AEBYIIKA
TOJ/IHSAJIa TOJIOBY Y MPHUBETIIMBO YJIBIOHY/IACH:
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— Ho6poe ytpo! IMpoxoau! ITpoxomu! He crecHstiics!

Merucca B3JOXHY/IA: Aa TeTiephb Yke He YOeKHUIIb HUKY/Ia — HeTPUIMYHO Bce-Taku. MIHTepecHo,
KTO OHa Takasi? PaHblile, KaxeTcs, 1 ee He BCTpeyaa.

Merucca cena HapOTUB U CKOH(YKEHHO 3amMoiTvaia. A JeByIIKa, MeXIy TeM, yopasia KHUTY
B CYMKY U IIpoTsAHYsa Menucce pyky:

— Bynewm 3Hakomsl, s1 — Mupra!

— Ouenb pana! Menucca!

I'ma3a HE3HAKOMKU PaIoOCTHO 3arOpesivch, M OHA YABIOHY/IACh eIlle [IIpe:

— Kakoe y Te6s uynecHoe nms!

— V¥ Bac Toxe, — y/npIOHYJIach B OTBET JEBOUYKA M MPUCTAILHO MOCMOTpesia Ha Mupry.

Jla, oHa SIBHO He OTCIO[a M pacriofiaraet K cede cpasy xe. Y Hee [UIMHHbIE, TyCThle KalllTAHOBBIE
BOJIOCHI, OOJTBIIHNE, ITYOOKHE 3eJIeHbIe TIa3a, OTKPBITOE JIUIIO C YyTh BBICOKUM JIOOM U OJ1e IHOM-01e/1-
HOU KOXeH.

— Cnacu6o te6e, Menucca, — MPUSTHO U 3BOHKO paccMmesiiack MupTa v OTKPBITO IJIsSIHYJIA Ha
JEBOYKY.

Memnucca, OTOpOCUB CMYIIIEHHE, peliia 3aJaTh BOIPOC:

— A s Bac TyT paHbliie He BUjena, Mupra, Bbl ke He u3 PaitHa-Tayna?

— O Her, — orBetuiia Mupra. — 51 u3 bpud-Kocra.

— W3 bpud-Kocra! — pagoctHo BockimkHyna Menucca. — A y MEHsI TaM TETs )KUBET, U 5 TOJILKO
BUEpa BEpHYJIaCh OTTY/A.

— Ma? — nporsinyna Mupra. — Kakoe unrepecHoe conajenue! MHe oueHb PUSTHO!

— A mHe 3HaeTe Kak npusaTHo! A rae Bbl TaM kuBete? Ters — B kBaprasie Cunsep!

— O, oboxaio 31y vacts ropoaa! Ho s xxuBy B apyrom mecte. MOXKeT, 3Haelllb Ty y3€HbKYIO
YJIOUKY, KOTOpasi BeJeT OT IUIOMIa g1 BITyOb ropojia, Ty, Iie JIaBKa Mactepa 1o cepedpy?

— KoneuHo, 3Hato! MbI ¢ nozapy:xkoit Capoit yacteHbko Tam ryiusuiu! A yem Bbl B bpud-Kocre
3aHUMaeTech?

— 4 XynoxHuua.

— O, Xy#o:XHUIIA, — MeUTaTeIbHO NpoTsHy/1a Menucca. — Kak 310poBo! A Bbl 3HAKOMBI C [I03TOM
Buktopom? OH MOW XOpOIIUA APYT.

Mupra cHOBa paccMestIach:

— Kro xe B bpud-Kocre ne 3Haer Bukropa? YectHo roBopsi, s MHOTO CJIbIIIajia O HEM, H,
KOHEYHO e, BCTpeyasa Ha yiuIle, M Jake YATalla ero CTHXH, HO JIMYHO MHE He JIOBEJIOCh TTO3HAKO-
MUTBCS C HAM.

— Kak xanko! OH Ob BAM IOHPABUJICSA OYE€Hb, — M TYT Menucca 3aymaiach, HEMHOTO TTOMOJI-
yaJjla M1 OCTOPOKHO crpocuia: — Mupra, a 4To Bbl AeaeTe TyT, y Hac? Heyxkenu uist XyJOXKHULBI B
3[IEIIHUX KpasiX eCTb HEUYTO UHTEPECHOe?

— Hla, B @aitaa-TayHe, KOHEUHO He Ha YTO CMOTPETh, — OHA IMOKavyaJia roJIoBoi 1 gjodasumia: — 5
Ballla HOBAsl YUUTEJIbHHUIIA TI0 JIMTepaType ¥ pUcOBaHUIO. Thl, HABEPHOE, CIIBIINIAIA, YTO MajiaM DTepH
HE CMOXET Terepb MperoiaBarh.

Memnmucca 6bu1a mopaxkeHa! Bot kak! Kakast npekpacHast HoBocts! Tenepb y HUX OyaeT XoTs1 Obl
OfIHa MOJIOJasi U MHTepecHas yuuTeIbHUIA!

— Kak 310poBo! — neBouka gaxe noackoumnia ¢ JaBku. — Ho, — oHa ckoH(y:xeHHO 3amonyaia. —
Ho, ecnu BHL Xy/IOKHMIIA, KaK BBl Oy/ieTe BECTH JIUTeparypy?

— HaBepnoe, Tax ke, Kak ¥ MaiaM DTepy BeJa U TO U JPYroe, a Mexky TeM He Oblla 3HATOKOM
HU B PUCYHKE, HU B JIUTeparype, — yabi0asch oTBeTwia MupTa. — A 51 paHbllie MperojaBaa JuTepa-
TYpy, IOTOMY, KaK ToibKo B Bprd-KocT nmpuien 3anmpoc Ha HOBOro yuuTens, s cpasy ke Mpeiokuia
CBOI0 KaHAuAATypy. Thl, HABEpHOE, 3HACIIb, YTO HACTOSIIIIM TBOPYECTBOM JIEHET He 3apadoTaelllb,
a MperofiaBaTh BCera MHTEPECHO.

— Hy na, — Menucca Bcriomamnina BukTopa u ero padoty B nopty. — Bel mpaBbl, Mupra.
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HeoxunanHo ux Oecemy HapyIlIviI MPOH3UTENbHBIN yaap ronra. Menucca u Mupra B37por-
HYJIU: TPOMKUH, IPU3bIBHBIN KJIWY [TPO3BYYaJl AUCCOHAHCOM B 9TOU THXOH, YyeJUHEHHON aTMocdepe.

— Yt0-TO MBI COBCEM 3a0bUIH O BpeMeHu ! — cXBaTUiIach 3a rojioBy Mupra. — [loiinem ckopee, —
OHa TMOJIHSIACh U B3s1a Menuccy 3a pyKy. — boeBoii Kiimd K cOopy Ha IIKOJIBHOM JIBOPE, — YJIbIOHY-
JIach OHa.

Menucca pagocTHo noruia Besie 3a Muptoid. OHUM BBIIIUTY U3 TTApKa U OYYTHIMCh B HECKOJTb-
KHMX METpax OT HIKOJIbHOM orpasl. HoBasi yunrtenpHMa noTpenana Meiuccy 1o rojioBe M cKkaszaja:

— JleBouka Mosi, 51 TOOETy B IpyTrylo CTOpPOHY. 3Haelllb, — Mupta ynsioHysack. — Thl MHE OYeHb
MOHpaBIach. YeCTHO roBOpsI, Y BaC TYT M MOOOIIATHCSA-TO HE ¢ KeM. f yke MouTH TP Mecslia 31eCh,
Y TOJIbKO BOT C TOOOM YIAJIOCh AYIIEBHO MOTOBOPUTS.

— Cnacu6o Bam, Mupra! — o0pasoBanace Memucca 1 Jaxke HEMHOTO TIOKpacHea.

N eii Bapyr 3axoTenoch pacckaszarh JieBylike o cBoeMm rope. Ho Mupra yxe pactBopuiach
B TOJIIIE ILIKOJISIPOB. Menucca TsKeso B3/I0XHYJIa M NOILIa UCKAaTh CBOMX OJIHOKJIACCHUL, KOTOpbIE,
JOJKHO OBITh, YK€ BHICTPOMJIUCH B CTPOMHBIN OTPSII M XKIyT HUCXOXKIEHUsI MagaMm [ 'peropumu.
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I'naBa 5

Eme n3naneka oHa y3Hasna CBOMX OIHOKJIACCHUII, OHU, COMBIIUChH B CTAiKy, O YeM-TO OXKHUB-
JeHHo ropopwin. KoHeuHo ke, Bce BHUMaHue ObLIO NpukoBaHO K KaponuHe. Menucca Haxmypu-
nack. OHa BCTIOMHMIIA JIETHHE CHBI, TIe KaponmHa npescraBaia B oOpase ykacHOro dynosumia. [la
YK, HE CTOJIb JAJIEKU KOLIMAaphl OT peanbHocTH! YeM Onnske OHa MOAXOAMIIA K OJHOKJIACCHULIAM, TEM
CUJIbHEE el XOTEJIOCh PAa3BEPHYThCA U NMOWTH OOPATHO JOMO.

Omna yxe mnojouuia coBceM ONMM3KO M 3aMeTuia, 4yro tojictas Kiapa yBunena ee. Memucca
Harpsra 3penue, Kiapa cienana uciyraHele I71a3a, YTO-TO MPOLIENTaNa U KeCTaMH IoKa3asa
JEBOYKaM B ee CTOpoHy. Bce cpa3y 3amonyanu. Menucca yxmblibHYysIack. Kaxercs, HauMHaercs 1o,
0 4eM ee mpenynpexaan Bepaana. Ix, ciona 6s1 Capy, oHa ObicTpo Obl MX mpoyumia! Kak xaib, 4To
Merucca He Takast AMKapKa U COBCEM He YMeeT JpaThCsl.

— 31paBCTBYITE, IEBOYKH, — HAPOYMUTO BEKJIMBO CKa3alla OHa.

B orBeT oHa He yciblana poBHbBIM cyeToM Hudero. OHU YIOPHO Jieslalid BUJI, YTO HE 3aMe-
yatot ee. 1 Tonbko ongHa KaponuHa cMoTpesa Ha Hee co 3JI00HbIM TOpXkecTBOM B Iia3ax. IloBucio
HarpspkeHue. Kaszanock, 4To OTHOKJIAaCCHULIBI HE 3HAJIM, YTO UM JeJIaTh U Ky[a CMOTPETb.

Memucca Hasno moponuia Omke. [IeBOYKM Bce, Kak OAHA, PE3KO OTCTYMMJIM OT Hee Ha
HECKOJIbKO I1aroB, a KaponmHa ocranachk cTosTh Ha MecTe U cBepiwia Menucey ekuM, HeloOpbIM
B3IV1110M. HeBOIbHO B MaMsATH BCIUIBUT TOT KOLIMAp, KOTOPBIA cHUJIcA el B bpud-Kocre: Kaponuna
1 OCTaJIbHbIE OJJHOKJIACCHULIBI TOJIKAJIM €€ BHU3 [0 TEMHBIM JIECTHULIAM Iof13eMenbsi. Kaxercs, coH
oryactu 661 BetuM. Ho Menncca He pactepsiiach U ¢ BBI3OBOM CIIPOCHJIA:

— Bel uT0, A3bIKM TPOIIOTUIN?

Te ynopHo xpaHuM MoyaHue, a KapoianHa nodtu BIuloTHylo nojpouuia k Menucce. OHa npo-
J0JDKaJla CBEPJIUTD ee B3IIA10M. HecKoJIbKO CeKyH/1 OHU CTOSUIM B IOJIHOM THUILIMHE.

— SIBunack — He 3arbUIMIIACh, — HAKOHell por3Hecia KaponuHa.

— SIBunace, a yto? Tebs uTO-TO HE ycTpauBaeT? — B TOH el oTBeTHIa Menucca.

— Jla, He ycTpanBaeT! — TOMHYJIa HOTOM MPOTUBHAS J€BOUYKA. — TaKMM Kak Thl, TYT HE MECTO.

KpoBb ynapuna Memuicce B rofioBy, €l 3aXoTesioch oTBecuTh KaposmHe moleurHy, HO OHa
cIepKajiach U C JOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETHJIA!

— Moumnuw, BeICKOUKa!

Kaposnmna B31pornyia. 3a ee CliuHOM pa3Jajloch yIMBIEHHOE OXaHbE IEBOYEK.

— Yro THI cKazaza? — 37100HO MPOIIKIIESa OHa.

— Yro capimana!l — noseicuia rojioc Memucca. — To, YTO Thl MJIEMSIHHUIIA JOCTOIIOYTEHHOTO
M3pa, He JaeT TeOe HMKAKOro mpaBa OCKOPOJIATh Apyrux. Tel mpocTo Ge3mapHOe HUUYTOXKECTBO, —
YIIOEHHO IpoAospkaia oHa. — M 1eds Bce BBIIM3BIBAIOT C HOT' JI0 TOJIOBBI TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO TBOM
POIUTENIN METYT XBOCTOM I€peji BIACTh UMYIIKM !

Merucca Tak rpOMKO FTOBOPHJIA, UTO pedsATa U3 IPyrux KJIACCOB YCIBIIANM €€ BO30Y:K/IEHHYIO
peub. BoKpyr ux rpynrku 3aTux LIyM U ram, Bce C yKacoM CIeAnn 3a npoucxonsumM. Kaponuna
3aCThLJIa C OTKPBITBIM PTOM, HE B COCTOSIHUM BBIMOJIBUTb HU CJIOBA. Takoe CIIy4MJIoCh B IEPBBII pa3!
BnepBble KTO-TO ocMemuJIcs BBICKa3aTh €l B JIMLO BCIo NpaBay. OHa Aaxe rno3eieHesna oT 3710CTH.

— Menucca! — pazgaiics rpoMKuii, BO3MYIIEHHBI, CPbIBAIOIIMICSA HA BU3I rojoc Magam I pe-
ropuu. — Menucca! beicTpo noqHuMuch croza!l

VuntenpHUIA CTOSIA HA CTYTNIEHbKAX, A€pkach 00EMMM PyKaMH 3a Iepuia, €€ JIMLIO BbIPaKalo
Oe3rpaHYHOE U3YMJIEHUE U CTPAX, CMEIIAHHBIA C THEBOM.

Merucca He ABHUHYJIach C MecTa. Bce BOKpYT 3aCTblIM, OKKJasi pa3Bs3KU CTOJIb HEOPAUHAPHOM
Y CKaH/IaJIbHOW CLIEHBI.

— Th1, uto Ornoxna? — yxe Kpuyaia oHa. — HemeyieHHo nogHuMaiics croga!
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Pasnanca Bropoii ynap ronra, Menucca B3Aporay/a 1, Topao MOIHSB I'OJOBY, MOJHSNIACH IO
CTyTIEHbKAM.

Mapam ['peropus ycraBuiiach Ha Hee BO BCe IVIa3a, Meucce oKa3aloch, YTO OHA BOT-BOT €€
YApUT, HO 3TOTO HE MPOU3OIILIO.

— Mapm 3a mHo#! Ha oOmmii cOop Thl He TIOWjIeIIb, — MPOIIUIeNa KIacCHas Jama, rpyoo
CXBaTWJIa €€ 3a PyKYy U MOTallWIa B ILIKOJY.

Kak To/IbKO OHM BOILIM B TEMHBIN JUIMHHBII M MPauHbIl KOPUOOP, HAa Memuccy HaxJIbIHYJI0
crapoe, 10 00K 3HAKOMOE, HO 3a0bITOE 3a JIETO OIIYIIEHHE: B CYMTAHHBIE CEKYHIbI U3 CBETJIOTO JIHS
OHa MONaJAeT B KPOMEIIHYIO ThMY.

— Kaxoit mo3op! Yikachslii mo3op! Kak tereps MHe pacxyieObiBaTh 3T0? — IpUYMTANIA YIUTEb-
Hula. — ['oBoputh Takoe o Kaponune, o jydnieid yueHule B Kjlacce, yHOMUHATh UM M3pa B TaKOM
HE/I0CTOMHOM KOHTeKcTe! D10 ke ckangan! Tol cnisatuia, uto sm? Kak tBou ponurenu, a?

Menucca pe3ko BbAEPHY/Ia PyKy W3 Jianbl MajgaMm ['peropum M ocTaHOBWJIACh IOCPEIUHE
IIyCTOro KOpHIO0pa.

— He cmeiiTe Tak roBOpuTh O MOUX POAUTENSIX! — THEBHO 3aKpuyaja OHA M HEMPOU3BOJIBHO
clieiasia yrpoKarolyi mar B CTOpoHy MajiaM I'peropun. Ta B u3ymiieHuu otnpsiHynia Hazal. — Kyna
BbI MEHsI BeJleTe? — BhI3bIBAIOIIIE MTPOIOJIKIIIA HacTyIIleHne Menucca.

— K aupexTopy, — ucnyraHHbIM roJI0COM OTBETMIIAa MaAaM [ peropusi 1 CHoBa MOMbITANACh MOM-
MaThb PyKY JI€BOUKHU.

— 41 moiimy cama, — ckBO3b 3yOBI Mporiequiia Menurcca ¥ yBepeHHO 3aiiarajia Brepes.

Magawm I'peropust Opocuiiach cieioM 3a Hell 1 CHOBA MPOIOJIKIIA:

— Thb1 x0Ts1 OB MIOHUMaETIIb, YTO ThI ceftuac HarBopuia? A? [Tonumaerns?

— 51 He cobupaloch TepreTbh OCKOPOIEHHUs OT KaKOW-TO Oe31apHOi BHICKOUKH, — SIZIOBUTO OTBE-
THJIA IEBOYKA.

Mapam I'peropust axHyJ1a U CXBaTUJIACh 3a CEPALIE.

— Hy xoporo ke, — npormurnena oHa. — 51 BixKy, ¢ TOOOW pa3roBapuBarh OECCMBICIIEHHO, ITyCTh
AUPEKTOP MOCTABUT TeOEe MO3TH Ha MECTO.

Onu e1ie J0MTO I U3BWJIMCTBIMU TUIOXO OCBEILIEHHBIMU Kopuopamu. Manam I'peropust xpa-
HWIa 37100Hoe Momyanue. Kpaem riasa Menucca yBunena Bxoq B moasaj. Ha coTyio JoITio CeKyH/IbI y
Hee pazOosenachk ronosa. [lepes razamu MpoHecaach KApTUHKA: YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM, TO JIA UJIET, TO
JI TUTBIBET TI0 BO3/IYXY, BOKPYT PaCKHIaH Mycop, OOpBIBKM OyMar U MoBCIOAly CJIBIIIHBI YKacalolue,
AylIepa3IuparoLie KpUKku.

Menucca TpsxHyJia TOJIOBOW U OTOTHaJIa CTpaliHoe BuaeHue. OHU, HaKOHell, JOUUIY 0 JUPeK-
Topckoil. Magam I'peropusi mocryvana, W, He HOXKAABUIMCh OTBETA, OTKPbUIA JBEPb, BTOJIKHYB
Mernuccy BHYTpb. 3a ctosioM cuzena Maaam CredaHus 1 CIOKOMHO JIMcTaia Kakue-1o Oymaru. OHa
Me/IJIEHHO TIO/IHsIIa TOJIOBY, MOIIPAaBUJIa OUKU M BHUMATEJIbHO [TOCMOTPENIA Ha MPUILEIIINX.

Mapam I'peropus BblIpsAMUJIa CIIMHY Y TOPKECTBEHHO ITPOU3HECIIA:

— T'ocnoxa nqupexTop, nodpoe yTpo!

— MmmM, MIJTOUKA, 3[IpaBCTBYM, — JJACKOBO OTBeTW/Ia OHa. Majam I'peropusi B3aporHysia, oHa
TEpIIeTh HE MOTJIa, KOTJIa €€ Ha3bIBAJIM MIJIOUKOM, U, 3JI00HO TIO[KaB T'yObl, BBISTHIIA TPYb BIEpE.
Manam Credanusi yquBIeHHO BCKMHY/Ia OpOBU U T€M e JIACKOBBIM TOHOM CIipocuia: — YTo y Bac
CTPSCIIOCH?

— Ckanpian, rocroxa qupekTop! — oHa noaroyikHysia Menuccy Bnepes. — DTa HerofgHasi IeBOUKa
IIpU BCEX Ha LIKOJIBHOM JIBOpe okJjeBeTasa KaponuHy u ynomsiHyna B HEJOCTOMHOM KOHTEKCTE UM
HAlllero MIpa.

— O! — magam Credanus BCIUIECHY/IA pyKaMU. — BBITh Takoro He MOxer?! — TOH ee ronoca
HUYYTh He nepemeHuics. — Kak ke 3to nmpousomnuio, Munas aesouka? Kak 1eds1, kcratu, 30ByT? —
OHa CHOBA MOMPaBUJIa OUKH, U BIJIsiAEach B Memnuccy, — A KaxeTcsl, sl IPUIIOMUHAIO, Thl ske MuieHa!

— Menucca, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJIA MPECTYITHULIA ¥ [IOCMOTpeJIa MPsIMO B I71a3a JUPEKTPHUCE.
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— IIpoctu, mpoctr, Menucca! A A-To qymasia, 9To ThI CJIaBHAsI AEBOYKA, — MPOAOJIKAIA TUPEK-
TpUCa, U B TOT MOMEHT MajiaM [ peropust XMbIKHYa. — § lymaio, Thl MHE cefiuac cama BCe paccKa-
xerrb! TBOIO KJIACCHYIO TaMy MBI Be/Ib YK€ BBICITYINIAH, TEepb oYepeb 3a TOOOH, — OHa repeBera
B3MJIsA Ha MajiaM ['peropuio: — Muouka, Bbl MOXeTe UATH, YKe HACTAJIO BpeMs IIKOJIBHOTrO cOopal
[TpoBenuTe *xe ero, kak cieayer! A s moka TyT noxypio Muieny, o, To ectb Menuccy.

Mapam I'peropusi no3eneHena ot 370CTH, YK OY€Hb €d XOTeJOCh YBUIETb, KaK ITUPEKTpHCca
MOCTABUT HA MECTO MaJICHBKYIO XaMKYy, HO CITIOPHUTh He ObLJIO BpEMEHH — YUESHUIIBI K17 €€ BO ABOPE.
Ona nokonmnack Magam CtedaHun 1 ObBICTPO BBHINIUIA U3 KaOWHETa, KUHYB OCY KON B3I/
Ha JICBOYKY.

— Uro ke Th cromib? Caguchk! — nupekTpuca ykazaia Memnucce Ha ctyi. Ta cienana HECKOJIbKO
HEYBEPEHHDIX II1aroB U cea.

— Hy xe, neBouka mosi, — JackoBo rpuodoxapuia ee magam Credanus. — Pacckaxku MHe, Kak
Bce OBLIO Ha CaMOM Jielie, — MOCIIeTHHE JIBa CJI0BA OHA €/1Ba 3aMETHO BBIJEIIHIIA TOJIOCOM.

—locnoka aqupeKTop, — Hauasia HEMHOTO ycrokoeHHas Menucca. — Bbl, MOXeT ObITh, CITBIIIATN
O TOM, YTO MOM POJAUTENN CEPbe3HO OOJBHBI, — OHA BBIACPKAJIA MTay3Yy.

Magam Credanus yyacTivBo KMBHYA. B ee m1a3zax oTpaswiuch coxkajaeHue u 00ib.

— 4l y3Hama 06 3TOM TOJIBKO BUepa, — MPOIOIKUIIA OHA. — M BOT, s PUXOXKY B IIKONY, & JIEBOYKU
BOPOTSAT OT MEHSI HOC U JIa)Ke He YIOCYKHUBAIOTCS TIO3J0POBAThCsI O MHOM. M Korja s mpocTo Crpo-
CWJIa, 4TO, COOCTBEHHO, MTPOMCXOAUT, BMemanach KaponuHa u 3asBuia: «Tbl OonbHA, KaK ¥ TBOU
ponutenu. TeGe 31ech HE MECTO».

— Kakas ona Hexoporas! — axayna magam Credanusi.

— 41, KOHeYHO ke, He cAepKajlach ¥ OTBETHJIA HA OCKOpOJIieHHe, CKa3aB YMCTEUIITyIO TpaBy!
JIeBOUKM M yUUTeNIs PECMBIKAIOTCS Tepe]] Hell TOJILKO TIOTOMY, YTO OHa TuleMsIHHUIA mMapa. Cka-
KuTe, pa3se g He npaBa? I B uem Mosi BUHa? — B ronoce Menucchbl MOSIBUIINCH CJIE3/IMBBIE HOTKH,
elle HeMHOTO U OHa Obl pacIlyIaKkasach.

— Ax, muiouka, — Maam Creanust pactepssHO BCIUIeCHYIa pykamu. — KaponuHa, mpasaa,
CJTUIIIKOM 3aHocuMBa. Tebe He CTOWT oOpaiarh Ha Hee BHUMAaHUsA. A Tenepb, JaBail MUTh Yaid, — U
OHAa MWJIO YJILIOHYJIACh.

— Yaii? — Menucca yIuBJIEHHO yCTaBUJIach Ha Hee.

— To1 He moGuIb Yaii? — ucryranHo cripocuia Majiam Credanust. — Torga s Mory HAJTUTB Kode.

— Her, Her, cacu6o0, Bce B OpsiaKe, — OTBeTWIa Meinucca, Mpogokast BO BCe I71a3a IIsIIeTh
Ha majiaMm Credanuio. U 3to HakazaHue ot qupekropa? Xa!

— Bce paBHO cOop 3arsHeTcst Ha YeTBepTh yaca! Uto xe Tede, OeHSIKKe, B 9TO BpeMs JiesaTh?
He cupets xe B myctom kjacce? Jlyurie 31ech, CO MHOM, MOMUTH Yato ¢ OyJIOYKaMH, — U OHA BBHIIILIA
B CMEKHYIO ¢ KaOWHETOM KOMHATY, KOTOpasi CITyKHIa el KyXHeq.
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I'maBa 6

Menucca nokuHyaa kabuHeT Maiam CteaHny B IPEKPacHOM pacoioKeHHUH yXa. 3a KOpoT-
KO€ BpeMs, IPOBEJEHHOE C HEM, OHA BHIC/yIIAJIA HECKOJIBKO UCTOPUH O pO3aX, POCUIMX B JUPEKTOP-
CKOM cajly, y3Haja BCIO MpaB/ly O TOPTEH3UsX Pa3HbIX COPTOB M O MAarHOJIMSX, HECYILIUX B ceOe Bce
IU1aMsl CTPacTy 3€MJIN.

Bort tak aupekrop! — nymana Memmcca. Kak xoporio, uto oHa Ha ee cropone! Kopunops! Obuti
3aIpyKEeHbl yYEHUMKaMM, KOTOPBIE CIIENIMIN B cBOU Kiacchl. [loka Menucca monuia 1o cBoen ayau-
TOPUH, OHA MoMMaIa JI0KMHY N3YMJIEHHBIX B3IVIS10B, HAIIPABJIEHHBIX HA HEE U yCIIbIIaia OOpPbIBKU
(pas, ABHO OTHOCAIMXCA K €€ NIEpCOHE. « Tl 3HAEIIb, YTO CErOHsA YTPOM OHA TOBOPUJIA Ha IIKOJIb-
HOM nBope?!», «Kak eil B roJIoBy MPHUIILIO TaKoe. ..», «BOT cMoTpu, cMOTpH, 910 OHa uet! 3 kabu-
Hera Magam Credannu. I[Ipencrasnsens, Kak ee TaM B3rpenn!».

Ha, na, B3rpenu, He To coBo! ['opsunil yaii 1 cOOHOE NeYeHbe, Talllee BO PTy, CaMOe XOpo-
niee Hakazanue! Bor ke ociel! — mymana Menucca. Korma oHa OTKpbLIa IBEph Kjlacca, BCe yxke
CHJEJIM Ha CBOMX MecCTax, a Majam ['peropus crosia y JOCKHU. [IeBOUKM 3aMepiM U CTapajucCh HE
cMoTpeTh Ha Menuccy, a KaponuHa cMepuiia ee 37100HO-TOPKECTBYIOIMM B3IJISIIOM, KOTOPBIN cpasy
K€ TOTyX, KaKk TOJIbKO OHa yBHUIENa ee JoBoJIbHOe JmLo. [la, noporas Kapomwha, s He nonydnia
HUKAKOW BBIBOJIOYKH, TaK YTO MOKELIb HE €XUIHUYATD!

Menucca nonuia ObUI0 K CBOEW MapTe, HO yBUjENa, YTO Ta 3aHsATa TOJICTyLIKoM Kiapoi.
JleBouka 3acTblia B HeloyMeHuH, a KaponrHa n3gana NpOTUBHBIA CMELIOK.

— Ja, Menucca, Tl Terepb CUIUIIL Ha mnociegHerd napre. OgHa! — MocienoBago XoJaomHOoe
nosicHeHue MagaMm I'peropum.

Mesucca Moria Obl M IPOMOTYATh, HO BCE K€, HE ylepKallach:

— 310 eule noyemy?

Knacc Hanpsres u axnyin. Majgam ['peropus cxkaja KyJlaku U CKBO3b 3yObl IpOLIEIUIa:

— Ilotomy.

— Xoporo, — noxa’ia riedamu Memucca. — Manam I'peropusi, Bbl Kak Beerja BecbMa 00CTOsI-
TEJILHO OOBSICHSIETE CIIOKHBIC [JIsI TOHUMAHH S BEIIIH.

— Yk, noBepb MHe, TeOe 3TO ¢ PyK He coizieT, — mpoOypyasia oHa U nokpacHena. KoHeuHo ke,
OHa Jlorajgayack, 4ro Majgam Credanus He Hakazana Memuccy.

JleBouka mpolia Ha MOCIEAHIO MapTy M JIEMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJACh K OKHY. KiaccHas
JlaMa HavaJla CBOI0 M3JIOOJIEHHYIO 3aHYAHYIO JICKIIMIO O TOM, KaK MPUATHO CHOBA BO3BPAILAThCs B
IIKOJIY, U O TOM, KaKUM BaXHbIM OyJeT JIsl HUX 3TOT IoJ — Belb UM CaMHM IPUJIETCS COUMHUTD
rumH i JJas O6perenus. Mencca, HACMOTPEBIIUCH B OKHO, CTasa Oy JaTh B3IJIS0OM IO KJIACCy
Y B3JpOTrHYJA: Haj JOCKOM BHCeN MOPTpeT MoHaxa Asbrepa. Ero ria3ku-yronpku 61ectesiv u3-1moj
KaIoIIIoHA, a Y/bIOKa McTovYala MPUTOPHO-CIaakui ! M BOT ceiivac, B 3Ty caMmylo MUHYTY MaJaM
I'peropus noet emy audupamObl! DTOMy MyUUTENIO U PEAKOCTHOMY Herofsio! A IeBOYKH 3aBOPO-
KEHO CIYIIAIoT ee. AX, ecy Obl OHM 3HaIM npaBay! Memmcce 3aX0Tesloch BCTaTh M paccKas3aTh UM
Bce! Ho Her, Henb3d! Torna eit HMKTO He nact cioBo Ha JlHe OOpeTeHus, 1 Bech ropoj Tak M OCTa-
Hercs B HeBegeHuu. Hano norepners. OHa CHOBa KMHYJIA B3IVIA[, HAa MOPTPET, TENEPh €1 Ka3aoCh,
4yTO AJIBTEP 3HAET O €€ HAMEPEHBSX, CMOTPUT €1 B IJIa3a C )KYTKOM HEHABUCTBIO, M MPSIMO cernvac
COMIET C XOJICTa, U YTAIUT €€ B CBOI 3aMOK, Iie OyAeT U3/1eBaThCsl HAJl Heil — OUTDb U IBITATD.

Menucca oTorHana CTpaiHoe BUJIeHHe M NoiiMasia Ha ceOe MOf03pHUTeNbHBIN B3IV MajiaM
I'peropun. Ta, kaxkercs, 3amernia, 4to Memncca HEOTpbIBHO cMOTpUT Ha noprpeT. Crapas Beapmal
Hosnro oHa eme Gyaer ciequTh 3a MHOW ?
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— Menucca, — mpo3Byyas ee rojioc, Ternepb OH ObLT U3/IeBaTeNIbcKH HekeH. — CKaku-Ka MHe,
Harjcana Jii Thl YepHOBUK rMMHa Ko [JHio O6perenus? Kak s nomMHIO, y TeOs1 OTKPBUIHCH KaKKe-TO
HEMMOBEPHBIE JIMTePaTyPHBIE TAIAHTHI, ONTPaBAAJa JIU Thl UX?

Mernucca Bctania u yBuiena, uto Kaponina nmoBepHynach Bojo00poTa U HAMPSIKEHHO CIIEANUT
3a pa3BUTHEM COOBITUI. Menurcca ycMexXHY/1ach U TBEPIO OTBETHJIA:

— Her! {1 Huyero He Hanucana!

Kilacc cHoBa axHyiI.

— Ilouemy? Hey:kenu TBO TaJJaHT — 3TO MbUIBHBIN ITy3bIpb?

Menucca pacnipsiMuiia TUIeud M CHIOKOMHO OTBETHUIIA!

— Mapam I'peropusi, s1 coOUpaioch HamMcaTh CaMblid JTyUIIWH, CaMblidi TIPEKPACHBIA TUMH KO
JHio O6perenus. S BRIHAIIMBAI STY UjIEI0 B CBOeH rojioBe! Bbl, KOHEUHO, He 3HaeTe, HO MHOTIA Ujiest
MCYe3aeT, eCJIM ee paHbllie BpeMEHH U3JIOKUTh Ha Oymare.

Manam I'peropus ckpurHyia 3ydamu, a Kaponuaa coctpounia mpe3puTesbHy0 MUHY.

— KoHeuHO, MHe HEW3BeCTHO, — Mpoleana KJaccHas jJama. — IJTO ke Thl y HAC TaJaHT.
Canuce! — ckomanioBana ona. — M, uroost k 10 okTsA0psi y MeHs Ha CToJIe JiesKall YepHOBOM BapUaHT.

— Tak Touno! — Menucca BO Bech pOT YJIBLIOHY/IACh U CeJia Ha CBOE MeCTO.

Haruiy-xa s (pasibIIMBBIA Y€PHOBUK TMMHA, M TEM CAMBbIM YCHIILTIO MJICHIIIAE TO03PEHUS
cTapoii neBhl, a Ha JITHe OOpeTeHust TPOYUTAI0 TEKCT, OOHAKAIOIIHIA TTPaBTy !

Omna yxe npuKuHyna, o yeM Oyaer mucath. B ee pacckase OyaeT pacKpbiTa UCTHHHAS CYII-
HOCTh MOHaxa AJibTepa, 3/1ech ke nosieutcs uctopusi ['pes u bpennsl, Bepnanga u bearpuc. Ocra-
eTcsl TOJIBKO y3HaTh, ouemy xuteau Paiina-Tayna nokunymu ropoa! Kak-to mpuagercst 3To BbIsic-
HUTh. [a, Hamo OydeT ele TaTenbHO POAyMaTh CBoe BhICTyIUieHHe Ha [Ine OOperenus! Benp ee
MOTYT CTaIllUTh CO CLeHbl! A 3TOro Henb3s gonycTuTh! HyXKHO npenpsaBuTh UM Jl0Ka3aTenbcra. Y
Hee ocTaych Oymaru, oObIThie B 1iKosie CuiBep U AHeBHUK BpeHbl. Xopolo, 4yTo OHa crpsiTaia
UX BUepa B CBOEH KOMHATe, B YKpPOMHOM MecTeuke. Herioxo Obl pa3y3Harth ele 4To-HuOy b, ¥ TOrAa
oHa ofiepkuT rodemy! la, 3To OymeT camblii TJIaBHBIA paccKas B ee )KU3HU, HAIKCAB U O3BYYUB KOTO-
PpbIii, OHa HAaBCEr/Aa MOKUHET 3TOT YHBLIBIN ropos!

Merucca HaCTONBKO TMOTPY3WIach B 3TH MBIC/IHM, YTO HE 3aMETWIIA, KaK OBICTPO MPOJIETENIO
Bpemsi. [Ipo3BeHesn 3B0OHOK, 1 OHa MTHOBEHHO BBICKOUMJIA U3 KJlacca. [a, Tenepb, el npuaeTcs NocTo-
SIHHO BoeBaTh ¢ MajgaMm I'peropueii u Kaponunoii. Onu He octasar ee B nokoe. Hy, Huuero! Cripa-
BUMCs !

[pencrasisio cebe, Kak paccTpoutcs: BepHan1, Korga y3HaeT O ee CEeromHsIIHUX 3JI0KJI0Ye-
HUsAX. MoXeT ObITh, OH MOACKAXKET, KaK el BecTH ceOs gasbie? OHa BHINLIA 32 MIKOJIBHBIE BOPOTA
1 00JIerYeHHO B3[JOXHYIIA.

JleBouKa cBepHYyJIa Ha TPOITMHKY, BEAYIYIO B MApK, U YCIIbIIIANA 10331 cedsl YbU-TO JIETKUE
I1ary, OHa 0OepHyJach U yBuaeaa Mupty. JIuio aeBymky OblJI0 BCTPEBOKEHHBIM M HEMHOTO HCITY-
TaHHBIM.

— Menucca, — THX0 ckazana oHa. — [oiinem B 6eceKy. MHe Hy:KHO OTOBOPUTH C TOOOM.
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I'nasa 7

Kaponvna BblllIa U3 IMIKOJBI M OTHPAaBUJIACh AOMOW. 3JIOCTh AyIIAJA €€ C HOBOW CHJIOH.
ITouemy magam Credanus CcrycTuiIa ¢ pyk 3Tou Mep3Kkor Memmcce Takoy Bblniaz mpotus Hee? Kak
oHa BooOI1e cMena, 3Ta Menucca, Takoe ckaszaTh 0 Held, o Kaponune? Huutoxecto! [la cama oHa
HUUTOXECTBO, KaK U ee Oe3ymHble poautenu. Her! Drtoro ona tak nmpocto He octaBut! OHa paccka-
KT BCe MaTepH, a Ta IyCThb MOBJMAET Ha A0, YK OH-TO BBI30BET MEP3aBKY K ceOe U yKakeT, IIie ee
Mecto! Vnu mycTsb Jiydriie 3akpoeT B OOJIbHHUIIE BMECTE C €€ HeHAr IS, THBIMUA MAMOYKOH U MarovYKOM.

Ha camom pene, 3nocts KaponuHel jierko oObsiCHANACh U IpyrMMU NpuurHaMmu. Kak Tosbko
rOpoj1 B3BOJIHOBAJICA U3BECTHEM O TOM, UTO poauTenn Menuccsl conut ¢ yma, Kaponza Boctopxke-
crBoBasia. Hano ckazare, oHa JaBHO HepomooOnmmBaia Memmccy. Bo-miepBbIx 3a TO, YTO Ta HUKOTIA
He MpHU3HaBaJa ee aBTOPUTETa, a BO-BTOPBIX 3a TO, YTO JIEBOYKH M3 KJIacca MUTAIN K HEl Kakoe-To
IUIOXO CKpbIBaeMoe yBaxkeHue. Bee 310 coBeplieHHO He HpaBuiiock KaponrHe, HO OTKPBITO BBICTY-
IUTh NMPOTUB Mesmcchl OHa He MOIJIa, y Hee He OblJI0 HUKAaKKX MOBOAOB Ui 3Toro. OHa noHumala,
YTO €l OyleT OYeHb CJIOKHO HACTPOMTh OJHOKJIACCHMII MPOTHB Hee. M TyT Takoe usBectre! Martb
C OTILIOM cpa3y cka3ayu eil: «KaponuHa, no Bo3amoxkHocTH He obmaiica ¢ Memuccoit! Ee poautenu
OO0JIbHBI, KTO 3HAET, MOXET Ta K€ Y4acTb OKuAaeT 1 ux 1o4b! [Toromy ocreperaiics eel». DTux ciioB
nist Kaponuael ObI10 JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI BocTOpkecTBOBaTh! Eif 1ake He MpuieTcss HUKOrO HAaCTpa-
MBaTh NPOTHB Meucchl, OHa OblIa YBEpEeHa, YTO POAUTENN OCTAIbHBIX OIHOKJIACCHUI] CKA3aJI CBOMM
Yazam Te ke camble coBa! C kakuM HeTeprienneM KapostiHa sk z1aia mepBoro CeHTsiopsi, YToObl HaKO-
Hell, yKazaTb MeJmcce Ha ee MecTo, YTOObl HACIAJUThCS ee Clie3aMu, ee OOWIoN, ee MaJeHneM 1
notepeii aBroputera! Ho He TyT-TO 6BUTO! Maso Toro, 4ro oHa NPHITIOIHO OCKOpOMIIa ee, TaK elle
Y He TOHeCsIa 32 TO HUKAKOro HakazaHus. Kakercs, eii BooOIe Bce paBHO, OyayT oOmarbest ¢ Her
O/IHOKJIACCHULIBI UJTU HET.

Kapommna pazgymeiBania, Kak Obl OTOMCTHTH €id. Bce-Taky kajloBaThCsl HA HEe POIUTENSM —
neno mycroe. Te Bpsa mm OynyT OecriokouTsb sal0 PaBerna mo Takum myctskam. Her, 3aeck, Hago
NpuaAyMaTh 4To-HUOYAL Oosiee u3ompenHoe. Ho uro?!

KaposnuHa permia npoaHaim3upoBaTh CUTyalluio, B KoTopylo nonaia Memucca. Ee pogurenu
Terepb U3roM, 1 oHa cama u3roil. Ho eit, Menucce, 31o 6e3pa3nnyHo. U Bce-Taku CTpaHHO, KaKk MOTYT
JIBa YeJIOBeKa OTHOBPEMEHHO COITHU ¢ yMa? MOKeT, 3/1ech COKpbITa Kakasi-HUOY/Ib IOCThIIHAS TaiiHa?
MosxeT, Ha caMOM Jiesie Bce 0OCTOUT MHauye? Yk KTO-KTO, a €€ POAUTEM TOUHO 3HAIOT npasy! OHu
e TOBepeHHbIe JTnia Mapa! Ml »MeHHO OHM IIepBbIe Y3HAIM HOBOCTD O OOJIE3HHM poauTesnein Memucchl,
Y y3HaJIM OHU €e, UMEHHO OT 11 Pagernal

Kaposnmna norepna pyku. Kakas ke oHa Bce-Taku noraaimsas! Mrak, oHa BceMu npaBgaMu 1
HEIpaB/aMy JJO3HAETCs JO UCTUHBI U PACCKaXKET €€ BCEM, U yXK Toraa — aepxkuch, Memmcca. Ckopee
BCEro, OHa M CaMa-To He 3HAEeT, YTO MTPOM3O0IILIO Ha camoM Jefie. Toraa 3to Oyzaer A Hee IBOWHBIM
yaapom!

Kaposmna monuia 1o goma ¥ TUXO OTKpbUIa KAJIMTKY. OHa Mmpolula yepe3 MaJeHbKUAN KyLbli
CaJMK, B KOTOPOM HE POCJIO HUYETro, KpOMe aKKypaTHO MOACTPUKEHHOM ra30HHOM TPaBbl, M OCTaHO-
BIJIach y nopora. OHa mpucItyImanach K 3ByKaM, IOHOCSIIMMCS U3 AoMa. CIBIITHO OBUIO TOJBKO, KaK
KyXapKka rpeMuT nocynoil. Kaponvnna MeiieHHO IpUOTKpbUIa IBEPh M IIMbITHYJIa B KOPUIOP, THILE
MBIIIH OHA TIOJOIIUIA K CTOJIOBOM, I7ie OOBIYHO MPOBOIVIIM BPEMs POIUTENIH U 3aCThUIA B OKUIAHUH.

— JlapeH, CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU? — ycIiblllajia OHa IoJIoC MaTepH.

— Oxkor10 yaca, roporasi, — mocjeioBa orseT. — CKkopo odef.

— Jla 51 He o ToM, uanoT! — pazapaxeHHo (bIpkHyIa PpaHuecka. — KaponmHa BOT-BOT 101KHA
BEPHYThCA.

— A, — ipotrsinyn [lapeH.
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—Yro a? Tei 320bUT YTO JIM, YEpe3 HAITY I0Yb MbI JIOJKHBI Y3HABATH HOBOCTH 00 3TOH JIeBYOHKeE !

— [TomMHI0-IOMHIO, — JILCTUBO Iponuian Japex.

Kaponuna BoznukoBania! Kakas ynaua! 3Hauut 31€ch, AEUCTBUTEIBHO, YTO-TO HE YUCTO!

— Hawm ceromns k PeBeny uaru BedepoM, HageloCh, 9TO Thl XOTh MIOMHHMIIB? — HE YHUMAJIACh
Ppanyecka.

— Koneuno, foporas! 51, noxanyii, CXoxXy Ha KyXHIO, Y3Hai0 Y BT, 4TO Tam ¢ obenom.

KaponuHa oTiipeiTHYIA OT IBEpH, U C/Iesiajia HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3a/l, Aesast BUuj1, OyATO TOJIBKO
YTO 3alia.

— JloueHbka, — pagocTHo 3aBornui JapeH. — HakoHel-To Tbl mpuIiuia. A Mbl ¢ MAMOM 32K JAJTUCh
TeOs1. Vinm ckopee K Hell, paccKaxu, Kak MpOIIeN TBOM MEpBbIH JeHb B TIOOUMOII 1iKoe !

Kapommna yisiOHyIach BO BECh pOT, OOHAKHUB Psili KPUBBIX 3yOOB, U MPOIIECTBOBAIA B KOM-
Hary. PpaHUecKa BO3Jekala Ha OTTOMAHKEe M Kypusia TOHKHE CHUTapeThl, YBUICB JI0Ub, OHA TOXE
PaIOCTHO B3BU3THYJIA:

— Kapomnmna, Hy HakoHen-To! Kak TBO# nepsblii AeHb?! Pacckaxu mHe Bce-Bce!

Ha, — momymana KaponuHa, — paHbliie OHU He MPOSIBJISUTA CTOJIL OYPHOTO MHTEpeca K MepBOMY
naio 3aHsaTuil. Kak Heymeno onu xutpst! Tak riryro u HecypaszHo. M Kak TONBKO A/ JePKUT UX Ha
TaKOW OTBeTCTBeHHOM padoTe? Ho oHa TyT ke yKacHYy/lIach CBOMM MBICJISIM M OTOTHAJIA UX MPOYb.

— Oi1, mamouka, 3apaBcTByil. CerogHs 610 Takoe! Tol mpecTaBUTH cebe He MOXKeIllb, YTO
ydyIuia 3Ta rajikas, mpotuBHass Menmucca!

Kazasiocs, @panyecka TOJIBKO TOrO M KAaJa:

— AX, 4yTO *)€?

— OHa 0003BaJjia MEHS BBICKOUKOH M CKa3ajla, 4TO CO MHOM OOIIAIOTCS TOJBKO M3-3a TOrO, YTO
s TUIEMSIHHMIIA M3pa! — BO3MYIIEHHO 3asBUJIA JEBOYKA.

— O, boxe moii, — ®paHyecka MPUKPbUIA POT pyKoil. — BoT Haxanka! A mouemy ke OHa Tak
ckazana? IIpocro Tak, HU ¢ TOro, HU C cero?

— Her, ner, — Kaponuna 3amaxaiia pykamu. — OHa Nojioniia K HaMm ¥ ro3aopoBajack. JleBoukw,
KOHEYHO, HMUEro el He OTBeTIIIU. Tora OHa Crpocuiia, oYeMy Mbl MOJTUUM, HY, a s pelllijia BHECTU
SICHOCTb, ¥ CKa3aJia ei, 4To TaKMM, KaK OHa, TYT He MeCTO.

KaponuHa 3ametnia, 4To B IJ1a3ax Marepy MPOSBISETCS IyBCTBO ITyOOUYAMIIEro yIOBIETBO-
penust. OHa 3aTsHYJIaCh, BBITYCTHIIA KOJIBIIO AbIMA U KaK ObI MEXKIY JICJIOM, CIIPOCHJIA:

— To ecTh HUKTO U3 IEBOUEK HE OOIIAJICS CEroqHs C Hell?!

— Her, Ho mama, — KaponuHa yauBieHHO ocMoTpesia Ha Hee. — TeGe, uto Bce paBHO? OHa xke
OcKopOMJIa MeHsI pu Bcex !

— Ax, Kapomuna, pacckaxu 06 3tom Majaam ['peropum, s gymaio, Ta YCTPOUT el B3OyUKy, —
dpanuecka BHUMATEIBHO BIVIS/IBIBATIACH B I0Yb.

— Tak yxe ycrpowna! M noranmna k Magam CredaHnu, HO Ta, Kak OOBIYHO, BUAUMO, HAIlOWJIa
€e JyaeM U OTIYCTHJIA Ha BCE YeThIpe CTOPOHBI, — THEBHO 3aKOHYMJIA CBOM paccka3 KaponuHa.

— Hy, 1 nymaio, ¢ Hee IOCTaTOYHO M TOTO, YTO BBl He oOmaerech ¢ Hell. K Tomy ke Mamam
['peropust Tenieps He acT e IPOXO/Y, OHA ke TaK JIIOOUT TeOs U He TIOTePIHUT OCKOPOJICHUM, AUTS
Moe, — Jiuro PpaHdecku mpruoOpesto elle Oojee yIOBISTBOPSHHBIN BU, U KapoivHa noHsa, 9to
Marth y3Haja To, YTO XOTeJa.

— Mama, — eil B roJioBy NpuIIlia XUTPOYMHasl Uesl. — A MOXHO s1 CErOJIHsI C BaMU IOy K
nsae? § Tak JaBHO ero He BUJIENA, a eIlle MHe OUeHb XOUeTCs MooOIaThes ¢ TeTei berTu.

dpanvecka Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I 33/lyMaach, MajbIbl €¢ TPEBOKHO 3a0eraiy Mo Kpaio OTTo-
MaHKH.

— Hy noxauyiicra, — Hauajia KOHIOYMTH JIEBOYKA.

— JlagHo, JIaJHO, TUTSI MOE, — OTMaxHyJiach MaTh. — Thl MOMJIEIIb C HAMHU, TOJILKO Y4TH, MbI
uzeM 1o aeny! Tak uTo He Hajelcs, 9YTo MbI Oy/ieM pa3BiieKaTh TeOs pa3roBopamu!
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— 4 v He Hazgeloch, MaMyJisl, — MU0 KaposMHbl IPUHSAIO caMOe KPOTKOE BbIpakeHHe. A Mpo
ce0s1 oHa mogyMaiia: «He oueHb-TO MHE U Hy)KHa Bailia OOJITOBHSI».
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I'maBa 8

— Bes mikona Tonbko 00 3TOM M TOBOPUT, — Mpou3Hecaa Mupra, Korja OHU PacroNoKUIUCh
B Oecelke.

— Jla, s 3Hat0, — OTMaxHyJlach Menucca U ¢ UHTEPecoM MOCMOTpena Ha AeBYHIKy. s yero
OHa MpuBea ee crona’?

— Kaxk b1 cebs1 uyBcTBYyeIb? — BO B3IUIsiie MUPTHI OTPa3UIOCh HENOIEIbHOE BOJTHEHHE.

— Tak cebe, — ycTajio OTBETWJIA OHA U YCMEXHYJach. — Bbl, KOHEYHO, 3HaeTe, YTO CIYYUIIOCh
C MOMMH POAUTENSIMU ?

— 3Haro, — B3/10XHYy/1a MUpTa, HEeMHOT'0 TIoMoJTJaia u njodasmia: — Korja s mpuexana cioia, Bce
TOJIBKO 00 3TOM M cygauniv. MHe, eclii YeCTHO, OY€Hb HEMPHUSITHO OBbLJIO 3TO CIyIIaTh. S HUKaK He
MOTI7J1a IOHSITh, TOYEMY OHH TaK B3beJIUCh Ha TeOs1. Hao00poT e, Ha/lo MoMoYb peOeHKY, MOTaBIIeMy
B Oeny!

Pebenky...Menucca ynbiOHy1ach ipo ceds1. [la, KOHEYHO, OHa ellle peOeHOK.

— OHu camu Bce cymacuiequue!

— 910 yXk TouHO. ['0BOPAT, Maiam CreaHusi cepbe3HO HE OTHECTACh K TOMY, YTO MPOU30IILIO?

— Vry, — noarBepawia Menucca. — OHa TOJIbKO HATIOMJIA MEHSI YaeM.

— Bce xe ecTb Ha cBeTe ClipaBeUIMBOCTD, — OOJIETYEHHO BBIZIOXHYJIA ICBYIIKA, M B3IJIS]] €€ CTall
pelmTesIbHBIM U cepbe3HbIM, — BoT uto, Mencca, ociyinai MeHsi BHUMAaTe IbHO, ecii TeOe IOoHa-
IOOUTCS TIOMOIIIb, ThI BCET/Ia MOXEIb 00OpaTUThcsl KO MHe. Kak kajko, 4to MeHs1 He ObUIO PSIOM,
korna Kaposnuna Hayana roBoputh Tede rajjocT, s1 Obl OBICTPO €€ MPUCTPYHIIA.

— Cnacu60, Mupra! — Mesnucca rycto NokpacHena, eii CTao HeJIOBKO U B TO e BpeMsi PUSTHO
OT TOT0, YTO HOBAsl yUMTENIbHHIIA 3a00TUTCS 0 Hell. — Hao60poT, 310 XOpOI110, YTO Bac He ObLIO PSIOM,
nHave Maiam ['peropus u Ipyrue yuautesisi oeqoM Obl BaM ChelTi. 3aueM BaM Takue Mpooiembl? Bol
e TOJIBKO-TOJIbKO MIPUEXaIU K HaM.

— YTO THI Takoe TOBOpPUINL? — B TIYOOKMX 3€JIEHBIX I1a3aXx MUpTHl BCIBIXHYJIM THEBHbIE
OroHbKH. — Hey:kemnu Thl Jymaelib, 4To u3-3a padoThl 1 Oyay npeHedperars cripaBeaanuBocToio? Her,
Menmucca, 3TO HE B MOEM XapakTepe, — OHa HEMHOT'O MoMoJTyasia. — 3Haelllb, KOrja JeTOM Hayaluch
BCE 9TH KPUBOTOJIKM BOKPYT TeOs1, 5 yKe TOI/a peluia, 4to He JaM TeOst B O0uTy.

Merucca ynapIOHyIach. MupTa HpaBuiIach el Bce 6ombliie v 6osbiiie. OHa BHUMATEIbHO B3IJIs-
HyJIa Ha Hee U ellle pa3 Mopa3uiiack ee cusionlel kpacore. Bes ee ¢urypa, ToHKME, HO BMECTE € TeM
CTpOTHe YepThl JIUIA UCTOYATIM KAKYIO-TO BOMIIEOHYIO MSATKYIO CHITY.

— Muprta, — ocTopoxHO cripocuia Memwmcca. — Pa3 Bbl B Kypce BceX 37CIIHUX COOBITHI, Kak
BBI JlyMaeTe, 4eM 3a00J1e/Id MO POIUTEIN ?

Mupra B3pOrHy’ia, TPEBOKHO OIJISIIENACh IO CTOPOHAM U IIENIOTOM OTBETUJIA:

— MHe KaxeTcsl, OHU He 3a00J1eH.

Menwucca cpa3y BciomHuIa cinoBa BepHanna. OH roBopus pUMEpPHO TOKE CaMoe.

— A 4t0 %e Torga?

— 41 nymato, MX 3aKOJI0BaJIM, — BCE TaK K€ IIENOTOM OTo3Basiach MuprTa.

Menucca oTmiatHynach ot Hee. Ha HECKOBKO CeKyH[I eii cTasio cTpariHo. Bokpyr crosina 31o-
Bellas TuivHa. [lepen ee ria3aMu MpOIUIBLUIA CTPAIIHbIE BUICHUS: YEIOBEK B YEPHOM ILIAlle UJET
10 TIYCTOMY T'OpOJLy, BETEP B3METAET MYCOp M OOPBIBKU OyMmar.

— Ho kT10 1 3auem? — ¢ TpyAOM OTOTHAB CTpAIIHble KAPTUHKH, CIPOCUJIA OHA.

— Bot 3710 TeGe u npuaercs BbISICHUTH! — OTBeTHIa MUpTa U BHIIPSMUIIACH.

— 41 BBISICHIO, — €/1Ba CIIBIIIIHO CKa3ajia AeBOYKA U BIIPYT BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO AOMA €€ JKIET JIECHU-
4Mii, U, HaBepHOe, yke BoiHyeTcs. OHa pe3ko nojackounia, — Ox, Mupra, MHe HaIo CIEIIUTh JAOMOiA!
Cnacu6o Bam 6osbinoe 3a noanaepxkky! Cracuoo!
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Menucca npotsiHyaa ei pyky. Muprta Kpernko noxasa ee u ckasana:

— Jo Bcrpeun. f oueHs paja, uTo ciay4vai cBes Hac cerofnsi yrpoM. [TomHw, Tereps y TeOs ecTh
HOBBII JIPYT B MOEM JIULIE.

Merucca mpoKo YIBIOHYIACh M MEIIEHHO BhIIUIA U3 Oecenku. Ha camom zierne, eii coBcem He
XOTeJIOCh TIOKUAATh MupTy, HO BepHaH]I K /IeT U el Hellb3sl ero paccTpanuBarh.

Jloporoii ee He TOKUAAJIU MBICIIM O TOM, 4TO cKa3asa e Mupra. 3akongosanu! Ho kro?! 3xuecs,
B ®aitnn-TayHe oHa He chblaza HA 00 OJHOHM KOJyHbe! YK He JyX M MOHaxa AJbTepa MmocTa-
pasicsi?! Ix, O6buta 061 30ech Capa umm Tetss Monuka! Kak 61 onu eft momoriii! C HuMu Obl OHA YyB-
cTBOBaJIa ce0s B Oonbinei 6e3onacHocTr! Eciim Buktopy B fopore ynelOHEeTCs yaada, To TeTst Oyner
31Iech JIHS Yepe3 ueThipe. Beigepkarh Obl Ux !

l'onoa uner kpyrom! Uto xke Bce-taku TyT ipoucxoaut?! CBepHYB Ha MPOCETIOYHYIO JOPOTY,
Menucca yxe nzganeka 3ameruia BepHanja, oH cuen Ha KaMHE U IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEJ B CTOPOHY
ropoza. Korza oH ee yBujes, To pe3Ko BCKOUMJI U PaJJOCTHO 3aMaxall pykamu. BonHyeTcs, — yibio-
Hynack Menucca. Kakoii e OH Bce-Taky XOPOIIUi, ¥ KaK 3/I0pOBO, YTO OH HE OCTaBWJI €€ OJIHY.

— Yro ke ThI TaK J0JITO? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CITPOCHJI OH.

— Ox, Bepnanp, 3a 3T0T AeHb CTOJIBKO BCEro mpou3oluio! — orBeTia Menucca.

— Haperocw, Hrudero mioxoro?

— Her, — ormaxnynacs Menucca. — Bee B opsifike, — oHa paccMmestiach. — He BOTHYHCS ThI Tak,
1 Te0e ceiuac BCe paccKaxy.

— Ila, 1a KOHEYHO pacCKaXelllb, TOJILKO CHavYasla Moelllb, a TO Thl TOJI0fIHasl, HaBepHoe? §I Takomn
BKYCHBII 00€/1 TPUTOTOBIJI! — M B JOKA3aTeJIbCTBO CBOMX CJIOB OH BBITEP PYKU O (papTyK XWIIbJIBL.
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I'maBa 9

— Takum BoT 00pa3om pazoOpasack co MHOI Magam Credanusi! — 3akoHYMIA CBOM pacckas
Menucca.

OHu cuenm B TOCTHHOM, JeBOYKa 3aHsJIa JIIOOMMOE Kpeciio MaMbl, BepHan cuien Ha iuBaHe,
MONBIXMBASI CBOEH CTapeHbKOW TPYOKOH, B KaMUHE MOTPECKMBAIM JPOBA, a 32 OKHOM THUXOHBKO
LIyMeJl BETED.

— Maa, — npotsaHys BepHan[ nocse HeKOToporo MoyaHusl. — §1 mpeBuiesl HeuTo NOJ00HOE.
Ho, xak xoporuo, yro y Magam Credanuu ecTb rojioBa Ha Iuiedax.

— 3710 ee He Bce, — go0aBmiIa Menmcca. — 5 mo3HakoMuIach ¢ HOBOM yUMTeNIbHUIIEH MUpTOH,
Y OHa OTHECJIaCh KO MHE C INyOOKHM Y4acCTHEM.

— O, BOT 310 OTIIMYHAsA HOBOCTh! MupTa — XOpolas AEBYLIKa, S YKE CBEJ C HEM KOPOTKOe
3HakoMcTBO. OHa YacTeHbKO Tyssia B jecy. Kak Tebe oHa, oHpaBUIach?

— A 1o! Kak Takas moxer, He noHpasutcs! Cpasy BUAHO, YTO OHa aoOpas. [a emie u Xyaox-
Huna. JKanko, yto oHa ¢ BuktopoM He 3HakOMa, a TO Obl MBI IOTOBOPWJIM O HEM! — C YyBCTBOM
oreeTwiIa Meinucca.

— Korzaa BukTop BepHeTcst ¢ MOHUKO#, TO OHM 0053aTeIbHO MO3HAKOMSATCS ! — 33 JyMUUBO CKa-
3aJ1 OH M J00aBmiI: — M 0 yeM xe Tol OeceoBaia ¢ Muproii?

— Tak, o ToM — 0 cem, — Menncca noxasa redamu. — [la, kcraty, oHa ckaszajia, 4To pOAUTEIIEH,
CKOpee BCETO, 3aKOJII0BAJIH.

BepHan B31porHy.1 1 BEIIPAMUII CIIMHY, Melicca 3aMeTns1a, 4To ero pyka, Jepiartas Tpyoky,
IIPEJATENIbCKU IEPHYJIAC.

— B0o3MOHO, OHa 1 IIpaBa, — OTBETWJI OH YKJIOHYHBO.

— Ckopee Bcero, nipaBa, — B3fgoxHyJ1a Memmcca. — Ho kro, Bepnann? Otsers MHe! §1 ke BUKYy,
THI 3HAEUIb [TPABLY.

JIn1o necHnYero NCKa3uaoCh rpUMacor OTYAsIHbS, OH MTOKAaYaJl TOJI0BOM M ITPOLIENTA:

— IIpoctn, neBouka Mosi, 51 MOKa He MOTy cKa3ath Tebe npasay. Eme pano! Ciuiikom paHo!

— Pano, — npomenrana oHa 1 3agymaiacs.

Bce He Tak yx umoxo! YV Hee ectb BepHann, nosisuiace Mupra, ckopo npuener retst MoHuka,
71a elie OTKy/a-TO M3JaJieKa 3a Hell HaOMoIaeT 3TOT TauHCTBeHHbIN Beprumman. [la, na, Bce Oyzer B
nopsiake. OHa y/plOHYJIach U CJAJKO 3€BHYJIA.

I'naza Havanu cimnarecs, ee NOTAHYJIO B COH. CBEpHYBIINCH KaJIAYMKOM, OHa 3agpeMana. Ho
HUYET0 XOPOILETO OHA HE yBUJEIA.

CHoBa oHa — B MMpe KolIMapa, rae MagaM [ peropus, cXxBaTuB €€ 3a BOJIOCHI, TALUT I10 IEPBOMY
sTaxy mKonsl. HaBerpedy uM naer MoHax AJbTep ¥ TUXO LIEITYET:

— IIpaBuiibHO, npaBuibHO! COTpUTE 3Ty MEP3aBKY C JIMLIA 3€MJIH !

Eme cekynna, 1 oHa okasblBaeTcs B nogseMenbsax. Bnepenn — magam Creanus co ceeuon B
PYyKe, OHa TIOeT KaKyI0-TO BECEIyI0 IIECEHKY M, Kak Obl MUMOXOIOM, OpocaeT Menucce oOpbIBKH (pas:

— Hy, Oyzer tebe Tak nepexuBath! Ceiiuac 51 MOKaxy TeOe HEUTO OUeHb, OUEHb MHTEPECHOE,
KOTZIa THI 3TO YBUAMIIb, TO JIEBOUYKM BMHI NepecTaHyT oOmwxkars Teds. a, na, Munena, Hu4ero He
ooric, He oorics!

Menucce CTaHOBUTCS CTPAITHO, OHA JIeJIaeT TOMBITKY yOeXkaTh, HO HOTM CTAHOBSITCSI BATHBIMU
Y HETIOCTYIIHBIMU. BIIpyr, HEOKMIAHHO OTKYAA-TO U3 CTEHBI BHIXOOUT Mupra, u magam Credanus
pe3ko ucuezaer. OT IEBYLIKU UCXOOUT sIPKOE, YyTh rosiyboBatoe cBeuenue. Ee mpucyrcrsue B TOT
’Ke MUT BceJisieT B Menrccy CroKONCTBIE U yBepeHHOCTh. OHa yxe He Ooutcst Huuero! CTeHsl moji-
3eMellbs IOCTENEHHO HAYMHAIOT MCYe3aTh B KPAaCHOBATOU JABIMKE, M BMecTe ¢ MUPTOM OHM OKa3bIBa-
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I0TCS1 Ha OOJIBITIOM 3eJIeHOM JyTy. [1e-To Baajieke CIIbIIeH IyM MOpsi, @ BO3IyX IPOIMKTAaH COJIBIO U
OCTPBIM 3aIIaXOM BOZIOPOCJIEN.

Mupra aepxxut Menuccy 3a pyKy U Be/IET €€ K BBICOKOMY TOHKOMY JIEpPeBY, KOTOPOE OJUHOKO
CTOMT Tocpeu Jiyra. M3-3a Hero Me/IJIeHHO BBITUIBIBAET CBETSAIIMICS CHITY3T. Meucca 4yBCTBYET BO
BCEM €ro 0OJIMKE YTO-TO JI0 OOJIM 3HAKOMOE M POTHOE, OHA OYEHb XKAJIEeT O TOM, YTO HE MOXKET pa3-
[JISIIETh €r0 JINIA, U BUJIUT TOJIBLKO JJTUHHBIC, YepHbIe Kyapu. YeoBek Bech 00bAT cCBeTOM, Menucca
3aBOPOKEHO CMOTPUT Ha HEro ¥ OyATO OBl M3/1ajieKa CIIBIIIUAT rojioc MUpTHL:

— Menucca, cmotpu, 310 Beprmma!

JleBouka 3acThIBaeT, UCIIOJHEHHAs Tpenera. Bepruinan roBopuT ¢ Helo, U €ro cjoBa Jieyat
AYIILy:

— Menucca, Hudero He 6oiics! 4 ¢ Toooi! 51 Bce Bpemst ¢ ToOO#!

Betep ycunuBaeTcs, McTBa BTOPUT rosiocy Bepruimana, u3gaBas mesecTsIme THXHe 3BYKU.
He6o craHoBUTCS BCe CBETIee U CBET/Iee, €€ HAMOMHSET OILyIeHue HeObIBAJIOTO CYACThsI U TIOKOS.

HeoxunanHo npekpacHoe BUJEHUE UCYE3aeT, U JIEBOUYKA MOMaJaeT B KOMHATY C TFOJIbIMU CTe-
HaMH, U3 MeOeJli B Hell — OMH-eMHCTBEHHBIN CTya. Menucca B HEIOyMEHUU CAIUTCS HA HEro U
CMOTPUT Ha JBEpPb, KOTOpasi B TY K€ CEKYH/Iy OTKPbIBA€TCs, M BHYTPb 3aXOOUT MoJofasi, OneiHast
JeBYIIKa, ofieTas B JUIMHHOE Oeroe tuiatke. OHa nopaskaet Menuccy cBoelt Xyno00it, 0COOSHHO BIle-
YaTISIOT €e JIAIOHU — TOHKKe, XPYIKUe U HexXHble. [IeByIKa CTAHOBUTCSI OKOJIO JIBEPU U TIeUaTbHO
CMOTpUT Ha Hee.

— 3npaBcTBYid, Menucca, — TUXO MPOU3HOCUT OHAa.

Ee ronoc kaxercs 3HaKOMBIM.

— Kr0 BbI? — cripammBaeT 1eBOYKa.

— Mu1 3HaKkOMBI ¢ TOOOM, Memmcca. 1 — Bpenpa!

— bpenpa! Heyxenu, 310 THI1?!

— Jla a! — oHa rpycTHO ynbiOaetcs. — $1 mo3Bana Teds ciofga. 371ech, JHIb TOJIBKO 3/1eCh MBI
MO’eM TIOTOBOPUTH € TOOOI!!

— Yro 3710 32 MecTO?

— OnuH U3 MUPOB Ha MepeceYeHUr CHOB, — TUXO OTBEYAeT JCBYIIKA.

— Bpenpa, ckaxu MHe, mouemMy Thl HazBajia Moe uMsi? Toraa, B jome ['pesi? — HEOXXKUIAHHO 11T
camo cebs cripamvBaeT Memcca.

— 51 mpocro 3Hana, 4To THl Npujels! — npoienecresna bpenna. — Ho Tel He moiiMerib MeHs,
€CJIM 51 He PaccKaxy TeOe CBOI0 UCTOPUIO! — OHa 3aMOTJajia U OIMyCTUIA B3IJISI.

— Pacckaxwu, pacckaxxu mue, bpenga! He momun!

— ¥V MeHs ceilyac COBCEM Majlo BPEMEHU. 3J1eChb, Ha ITOM IEpEeCceueHnr, MHE He MO3BOJIEHO
J0JITO HaxoouThes. S pacckaxy Tede ceromusa, Memucca, HemHoroe. Ho motom mpumy cHOBa, — OHa
B3JIOXHYJIa, © BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTpeSia Ky/Ia-ToO Ha CTeHY, Oy/ITO TaM BUCEJIM Yachl, TI0 KOTOPBIM OHA
HaOmoana BpeMs, oTMepeHHoe eil. — TOoJbKO TMocie CMepTh HauuHaeIlb MHOTOe TIOHUMaTh. O4YeHb
MHoroe. Thl unTasia MO THEBHUK W MIOMHUIIIB TOT CTpaliHbiid oOpa3 ['pes. [la, s cunrana ero Takum!
Ho, Menucca, B HeM, B 3TOM HECYaCTHOM UeJioBeKe, ObLIIO He TOJIBKO 3710, ObUT B HeM U cBeT! ] uyB-
CTBOBAJIA 9TO BO BpeMsI HAIIIMX BCTPEY JIO 3aMy’KeCTBa M [TOCJIe, HO s, s ObLIa HACTOJIBKO HAITyTaHa, YTO
HE XOTeJla paCKPbIBaTh B HEM €ro BTOPYIO, CBET/IYIO CYITHOCTh. Briepeau MeHs Torja i Mo cTpax
1 Moe nipeyoexaenue mpotuB Hero! Trl 3Haenb, Menucca, moyemy s cMorsa youts ero?! ITotomy,
YTO OH, TIPOBOJISI CBOM CTPAIITHBIA PUTYaJI, HE CMOT 3ayIIHTh MeHs. Koraa ero pyku COMKHYJIUCh Ha
MoOeH I1iee, KOT/ia BhI3BaHHbBIC UM JICMOHBI CTAJIM BXOJWTH B HAIll MUP, OH YBUJIEJI MOU TJIa3a, MOJTHbIe
00U ¥ OTYASIHbS, K OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY. PyXHyim 6e3 CHJT B Kpeclio ¥ 3akpudalt: «Yoer! Yoein MeHs
ckopee!». § cxBaTwiia KMHXKaJl, KOTOPBIH JieKal PsijioM CO MHOM Ha TOJTy, U BOH3WIA B €ro Ipyib.
A 1oTOM, BEpHYBIIKChH Ha TIPEKHEE MECTO, YBUJEJa I1a3a IEMOHOB, U CEpALe MOe pa3opBaJioCh OT
crpaxa. s ymepia, Menucca, HO MO [Iyllla HE HallIa MOKOs Mocjie cMepTH. S 3acTpsiia B IpoCTpaH-
CTBe, IJIc HET HU ThMBbI, HA CBETa, T7Ie €CTh TOJIBKO MycToTa. A 3Haelb, modemy?! Mos ayia cBs3aHa
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c mymioit I'pest, a OH HeCUaCTHBIN, HAXOAUTCS B MIPOKJISITOM MECTe, I1ie KaXaasi CeKyH/1a ero ObITus
HAIlOJTHeHa a/ICKUMH MyKaMu. Ero cTpaganus JOMOHSIIOTCs OCO3HAHMEM TOTO, KaKOW yXKacHOM Oblyia
ero ;ku3Hb. Menucca, TOJbKO KOrJa Thl 3aBEpIIMIIb HAYaToe, Thl OCBOOOIMIIb €r0 U MEHsI BMecTe
¢ HUM!

—Uro? Yro s nomxkHa 3aBepimth, bpenna? OtBetuts MHe! — Bckpruaia Memmcca. — XoTst Obl
Thl, MUJIasi BpeHaa, He ToMU MeHs 3arajgkamu!

Ho Teno neBymiku Hayano Gl1eKHYTh, M OHA €J1e CIIBIIIHO MPOIIeNnTaia MocieJHIe CI0Ba:

— Thl Xouemb HamMcaTh — Thl HA MPABWIBHOM IyTH, HO 3TO JIMILb 4YacTh €ro. B cienyioriyio
Hally BCTpedy 51 pacckaky Tede o ku3Hu ['pes, s1 Xody, 4TOOBI ThI MOHSIIA €r0 ¥ U3MEHWJIA K HEMY
CBO€ OTHOIIIEHUE. DTO 0ueHb BaxkHO. [Tporaii!
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I'nmasa 10

KaposnuHa cuzena B cTonoBo#, oHa yabliOasack, KMUBaja U jesaia BUJl, YTO C MUHTEPECOM CIIy-
11aeT pacckassl gaau Pasena. Ha camoM nene, ieBouka n3Hemorasa OT HETEpIEHU ], BbIKUAsA, KOTraa
3aKOHUYMTCS HYJHBIN YKHMH, 1 MOXXHO OyAeT NOJC/yIIaTh NeperoBopbl poautesed u asaau. OObIYHO
OHM TMOJIHUMAJIUCh HABEPX, K HEMY B KaOMHET, Ile HA HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs 3alipaJIiCh.

KaposmHa risHys1a MCOATHILKA Ha OTLA: TOMY, KaXETCs, BCE paBHO, KOIZla UITH HA JIEIOBYIO
6eceny. OH ¢ aJHOCTbIO HaJleral Ha O/0/a, CJIOBHO JJOMa €ro IepXkaju Ha Xj1ede U BoJe. A BOT MaThb
3aMETHO HEpBHMYAJIA U MOMVIAJbIBAJIA HA Yachl, BUJHO, €1 XOTEJOCh KaK MOKHO CKOpEE paccKa3arb
Opary HeuTo HeroMepHO BaxxHoe. KaposnHa nepesesna B3ruis 1 Ha TeTio betty, Ta cuziena, npsMas, Kak
aJIKa, J1eraHTHO M KPacrBO OJieTast, U JIMLO ee BbIpaxkaJlo KMBENIIni nHTepec K 6ecene. Toabko BOT,
TO BCETO JIMIIIb MacKa, KOTOPYIO OHa HaJIEBaeT NpH rocrsax. KaposmHa Kujana Ha Hee NPUCTaJIbHbIE
B3[JISABI M IOIMEYAJsa: MHOTAA TETS POCTO-HAITPOCTO MaseeT oT cKyku. Kak narepecHo! Ilo-moemy,
s CTasla OueHb HaOMIoaTesIbHOM, paHbllle HUKOTJa He oOpaliajia BHUIMaHUsI Ha OKPY’KAIOIIUX, a BOT
Terepb, Onaroyapsi 3Toil MeJmccke CTaHOBITIOCh HACTOsIIEH uielikoii! KaposnHa qaxe rnmokpacHena,
ee Tak M pacnpaiio ot ropaoct. Hy korna ke oHn 3akoH4ar ectb?! CKOJNBKO ke MOXKHO!

Hakxonen, nana Pasen Bcran 1, NOKJIOHUBIIUCH TeTe berTH, pagynHo 3ameTwr:

— Hoporas Bearpuc! Criacu6o tede 3a npekpacHblid yxkuH! Thl — HACTOSIIAS IyIlIa 3TOTO JOMa!

Bearpuc nenaHHo ynblOHynach M KMBHY/Ia. B croBax msmm Kaponvza mouyBcTBOBasia 1emylo
TOHHY OYE€BUJHOIO JIMLIEMEPHS.

— Hy uro b1, P3Ben?! Thl TOXE IpUHUMAJT y4acTue B BEIOOpe OJTIof A1 YKMHA!

— AXx, bearpuc, Thl uynecHas xeHa U xo3sarka! He ckpoMHuyaii! — panslimBo paccMmesiach
®dpaHyecka.

Kaponuna u Tyt nogmertuia sisHy1o dainsiib. Y 115 yero ona sta genaer? Yro e 1o bearpuc?!
He nonumaro!

— JloueHpKa, MuIas, MOCUIU TYT C TETEH, a Mbl IIOMIEM HABEPX, HaM IPEACTOUT BaXXHBIU pa3-
rOBOp, — MPOAOJIKaja BOpkoBaTth PpaHuecka.

— Koneuno, mamyis, — yipiOHynack KaposrHa 1 MeJIbKOM IUIsiHYJIa Ha TETIO, OHA SIBHO HE UCTIbI-
ThIBaJIa PaJOCTH OT MPECTOSIIErO OOIIEHNS C TUIEMSIHHULICH.

NurepecHo, uto oHa 000 MHe nymaer?! Ters Bcerga onMHaKoBO J0OE3HA CO MHOM, a BIPYT
OHa MEHs TEPIETh HE MOXKET U MPOCTO YMEJIO UI'PAET CBOIO POJIb, Kak M Bce ocTaybHble?! KaponmnHa
MOpa3wlach TAKOMY YMO3AKJIIOUEHHUIO, HO TOMBITAJIaCh OTOTHATh HEHYKHbIE MBI/, Jla Kakas pas-
Huua! { xe c Hel He KuBY!

Ponurenu n nan4 HecniemHo nogHsuich HaBepx. Teneps nepen KaponuHou crosia 3a1ava,
KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM OTAENaThCsl OT TETH M MOMACcTh Ha BTOPOH STaX.

— CkyuHo Te6e, Kapomua? — cripocuna Bearprc 6ecriBeTHBIM roJIocoM M IOCMOTpeNia Ha Hee
OTPELIEHHO, CUJIACh ITPUJATh B3IVIAAY palylIve.

— Jla 4ro Bbl, TeT? Kak MOXKHO! — OHa OMOJIYaJIa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/, a OTOM Ao0aBuia: — 5
TYT BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO BBI OOEIIaiy MHE KHUTY! Vike He MOMHIO Ha3BaHMsl, HO YTO-TO Takoe O Mope!

Ters Hanpsmia NaMATh, €€ JIMLO YEPE3 HEKOTOPOE MTHOBEHUE MTPOSCHUIIOCH.

— Ax, na! KoneuHo xe, ceiiuac s Tebe mpuHecy ee U3 OMOIMOTEeKH, TIONOK 1 MeHs TyT! MHe
MIOHA/I00UTCSI BPeMsl, YTOOBI OTHICKATh ee! — OBICTPO MPOrOBOPHMIIA OHA U MCUe3Ia B KOPUIOPE.

Bor oHa, ynaua! KaponuHa Bcrana, u, NogoxaaB napy MUHYT, Opocuiack Ha jiectHHLly. OHa
yXke MpoayMaia riaH. Paaom ¢ kaOMHeTOM HaxOQWJIMCh [JBE KOMHAThl, MOKHO BOWTH B OJIHY U3 HUX
U, IPWIOKMB YXO K CTEHE, IOJCITYIIaTh pa3roBop.

Kaponna 6e30 BCAKUX MPETsITCTBUN MOAHSIACH HA BTOPOM 9TaX M 3aTaniach. [IBepb B OHY U3
KOMHAT ObLJTa 3aKPBITA, & BOT BTOpasi OTKpbITa HacTexb! Kakas ynada! [leBouka GecIryMHO mpomnuia
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Ty[la, OCTOPOXKHO M THIXO MPOKpaiach kK creHe. Eil moBe3/io — oHa He 3ajie/ia B TEeMHOTE HU OJIHOTO
npeamera. OHa MPUHKKIIA YXOM K OapXaTHBIM 00OSIM U CTaJia BCITYIITMBATHCS.

— Ja, na, moxanyi, 5T0 OTJIMYHO, OTIMYHO, — YCJIbIIIAIa OHA ToJIoC Asiau. — § aymaio, oHu
OIOOPAT TAKOW PacKJa.

— HyxHo u ertie Ham 4TO-TO JienaTh, Opatel? Vnu moka Bce uieT, Kak 1mo Maciy? — po3Byvall
ronioc PpaHyecKu.

— 51 mymaio, moka Bce ueT MpocTo OmIMYHO. OHU JIealoT CBOE JIesio, Mbl — cBoe. OHU CKa3aJu,
YTOOBI MBI HE TIeperudaiy majaky, MHaue MOXeT ObITh TOJBKO Xyxke. Thl %ke 3Haelllb, Joporast cecT-
pHIiia, — OH HEMHOTO TIOMOJTYAI, TSKEJIO B3AOXHYIN U TOOABUI: — Y HUX CBOsI MyJpeHas CTparerus,
HaM ee HMKOI/Ia He MOHSTh.

— 3TO TOYHO, — IPOKAIIUM TojiocoM oTBeTHIIa PpaHyecka, B Hem KaponuHa yioBuia Hermpu-
KPBITBIH CTpax.

NutepecHo o yeM 3to onu? Bpsin i o Menucce? Hy, naBaiite xe, rosopure erie! ['oBopurte, —
npo ceds1 B3AMOJIMJIACh OHA.

— 4 nymaro, Magam I'peropusi — OTJIMYHOE OPYKHE B HALLIMX PyKax, — 3aKJI04n PaBelr.

«3HauuT Bce-Taku 0 Hed, 0 Menucce!» — BoctopikecTBoBasia Kapomnuna!

— Jla, TonbkO BOT JIEBUOHKE Terepb MoMoraeT BepHaHz, 3TOT jecHuuMid, — BctaBuia Ppan-
Yecka.

— 4 mymaro, 3TO HEHA0JITO, — XMBIKHYJI P3Ben.

— O, — uzymmnacy @panuecka. — bparerr, Tbl YTO-TO OT MEHS CKpbIBaEIIIb?

M>p paccMesiicsl ¥ IO3BOHU B KOJIOKOJIBYHK.

— IMomoxau cectpuiia, ceiiyac Mbl BHIIIbEM HEMHOTO, U sl pacCKaxy Tede.

Crpax ckoBan KapomnwHy ¢ ronoBsl 10 HOr. Yeprt, ciiy’kaHKa UM Yero XyKe cama TeTs MOTYT
3acTyKaTh ee 371ecb. OHa, HeJIoJITO TyMasi, BRICKOUMJIA Ha JIECTHUITY ¥ HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJIach ¢ bear-
puc, KoTopasi BeIOexkana u3 Apyrou, coceiHel K KabuHeTy, KomMHaTbl. O0e 3aCThUI B HEMOM HEZo-
ymenun. Ho uepe3 Heckonbko cekyH Bearpuc B3siia ceOst B pyKH, ee B3IV CTal PEeIIUTEIbHBIM U
CTPOTMM, OHA CXBaTWJIa IJIEMSHHHMITY 32 PYKYy ¥ ToTanuia BHu3. [ pydo BTOJNKHYa ee B OMOIHUOTEKY,
ycaauia B Kpecyo, cejia HalpOTHB U MPOIOKUTEIBHO TIOCMOTpesia Ha Hee.

KaponuHa He 3Hasa, 4To ¥ ToBOpUTH! 3a0aBHO BHINLIO: OHU 3aCTYKaJM JAPYr apyra. bearpuc
HECKOJIBKO pa3 MocTyvasia MajbliaMH 10 CTOJTY, a [IOTOM MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO TTPOM3HECIa:

— Haperoch, Thl OCTaBUIIb 3TO B TallHe, AOporasi IjieMsiHHALA?

KaponuHa B31poruysia, HUKOTJa paHbllie OHA He CJIBIIIIAA B FOJIOCE TETH TAKUX BJIACTHBIX HOT.
JleBouka IpojosrKaia MOT4aTh, JTMXOPAIOYHO COOOpakasi, Kak Obl el MCIOJIb30BATh CHTYAIMIO B
CBOIO TIOJTB3Y.

— 41 He 3Hal0, I Yero MoACIyIIUBaa Thl, — rojioc bearpuc crai eme 6onee ctporum. — Mue
9TO HEMHTEPECHO, HO 51 IyMalo, TBOSH MaTepy He OYeHb IIOHPABHUTCS, €CJIM OHA Y3HAET O TBOUX IIITTH-
OHCKUX urpax. Tak 4to, — OHa IIeIKHYyJIa nayibiiaMu. — [Ipeyiaraio yroBop: Thl MOTYHIIb, ¥ ST MOJTYY.

KaponuHa mocynHo KuBHYJIa ¥ XoTes1a ObUIO BCTaTh C KPecya, HO TETs JKeCTOM OCTAHOBHUJIA ee.

— 4 Tak 1 He ycIpIIana oTBeTa! — ¢ HAKMMOM MPOU3HEC/IA OHA U IJ1a3a, ee CBePKHY/IA HeJ00-
PBIM OTHEM.

— Xoporio, TeTs, — BeiaBuia u3 ceds Kaponuna. — 9 6ymy MomJath.

— Bot u cnaBHO, — BBIIOXHY/IA kKeHIMHA. — Tebe Bce ele Hy)kHa Ta caMast KHUTra 0 Mope?

— Ma, na, — nponwuiaia oHa. — Beuto OB OYEeHb KCTaTH.

Bearpuc nopomnia k mkady, [ocTana TOICTYI0 KHUTY U IpoTsiHyia ee Kaponune.

— Tebe Ha/io OOJBIIIE YUTATH, JEBOYKA, — CYXO CKa3aJia OHa.

KaponuHa Brienmuiach B KHATY U TTyJIel BHICKOUMIIa U3 OMOMMOTEeKH. B cToMOBOI OHA ycenach
3a CTOJI M 3aJITIOM BHINWJIA CTaKaH JIMMOHaa. Bot s momana-to! Ho 3aT0 y MeHs ecTh XOTh Kakue-
To 3anenku! 3HauuT, Ha Meuccy uaeT Tpasiis, liesieHanpaBieHHas Tpapiisi! OCTanoch TOIBKO BhIsSIC-
HUTbH TMIOYEMY M Mep3aBKa — B Moei Biacti! KaponuHa 3axjieObBasiach OT BOCTOPra, MpeICTaBIsAs,
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Kak Menucca OyzieT CTOsITh Ha KOJICHSIX U CJIE3HO MOJIUTh O TOM, YTOOBI OHa JIepXkaJia B TallHe CTpaill-
HBII cekper! BOT TonbKO, 1151 4ero moAcaymmBaeT TeTsi? Bugumo, neno TyT AeCTBUTEBHO O0JTb-
o BaxxHoCcTU. KTo Takue «oHu»? Te, 3arajiouHbie «OHU», O KOTOPbIX roBopwid poautenu? OHa
y/IBIOHYIach cBOMM MbIC/IsiM! Kak MHOTO Bcero MHTEpECHOro el MPeACTOUT y3HAaTh!
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I'maBa 11

— Bor Tenepsb oTmyHO, — BepHana KuHy: olieHuBaonmii B3rsaa Ha Menumccy: — Hy-ka oroiiin
YyTOK Hazajl.

Menucca MOBUHOBAJIACH M, YJIBIOASICh, TOCMOTpeIa Ha JiecHn4ero. CeroyiHs yrpoM OH 3aHsUICS
YKMCTKOM €€ TuiaThs. OH Halles Ha HEM Iapy IPA3HBIX IATEH U HUKaK HE XOTeJ OTITyCKaThb €€ B TAKOM
BUJIE.

JI7151 BEpHOCTH OH ellie pa3 MpOILeJICs IETKOM 10 3eJIEHOMY PYKaBY M 3aKMBAJL.

— OTM4HO, OTVIMYHO, — MPOKPAXTEN OH. — Tenepp MOXellb UATH, A€BOYKA. TBOA Mama He
CcKazaza Obl MHe criacioo, eciii O y3Hasa, B KAKOM BUJIE Tl XOAUIIb B IIKOIY.

Menucca noyemy-to BciomH1a Capy ¥ 4yTh ObLIO He paccMestiack. Ta mo gjopore B HIKOTY
yMyZpsilach MCHIAUKaTh I1J1aThe, PYKH, JIULO, U HUYEero! A TyT-TO BCEro JIMIIb apoyKa e/1Ba 3aMETHBIX
TSATEH.

— Cnacu6o, BepHana, Thl Takoi 100pBIi 1 Xopomuii! — npotsaHyaa Menucca.

— Hy 1e6s, — oH cMy1IeHHO 3amaxail pykamu. — JlaBaii, uau, uam, a To onosgaenis! U He 3azep-
kuBaiicsi! A To 51 Oymy BOJHOBAThCS !

Menucca kuBHyna. Jla, ¢ HUIM XOpPOLIO KUTh BMECTE, TOJILKO BOT TOCKYET OHA MO POAUTENISAM.
Hano Oyzner 3arisiHyTh K HUM Ha AHsIX. Menucca B3noxHy:1a. Eciu 6b1 He BepHan, oHa Obl yke JaBHO
pacKJjiensiach 1 BO BCIO JIMJIA CJie3bl!

Menucce BCHOMHMJICS CTpaHHBIN coH 0 bpenze. Kaxercs, oHa JeCTBUTENBHO MPUXOAMIA K
Heil. Bosbiie Bcero aeBouky nopasuiia ucropust o I'pee! Heyxenu, B 3ToM yenoBeke ObUIO YTO-TO
xopoiee?! Ilaxe He Beputcsi! Ho Bpenna oGemana npuiitu eme! Menrcca Hajesiach Ha CKOPYIO
BCTpedy ¢ JieByniKoii. [Tocie Toro, kak oHa rmpousia JTHEBHUK, ee 00pa3 CTajl pOAHBIM U OIU3KUM, U
Merucca UCKpeHHe pajioBajiach TOMy, 4To bpeHna mpojoskuia ¢ Heil 3HaKOMCTBO, XOTh U TaKUM
CTpaHHBIM crlocoOoM. PaHblIie JeBovKa nmopasuiack Obl TAKOMY CTEUSHHIO OOCTOSITENBCTB, HO ceivac
OHa y’ke HUYeMy He yauBisulack. Ee pelieHue HarmucaTh pacckas HOIKPENuIoch Tenephb U CJI0BaMU
Bpenapt! Kak xopol1o, 3HauuT OHa JEHCTBUTEIBHO Ha ITPABUIIBHOM IyTH !

HecnenHoli moxoakoil oHa I0CTUIVIA IIKOJBI, U, CTApasCh HE JyMaTh HA O YeM IJIOXOM, BOLILIA
B 371aHKe. OTKpPBIB IBEPb KJIACCa, OHA B Ty Xe CeKYH/y TOYyBCTBOBaJIa HEOOBIYatHOE HAIIPSIKEHUE.
Vpok elle He Havascs, HO OIHOKJIACCHULIBI YK€ CHIEIM TUXO M BO BCE IVla3a CMOTPEJM Ha MaJiaM
I'peropuio, KOTOpasi cO 3HAUMTEIBHBIM BUJJOM 3aCThLIA Y JOCKH.

— Mesnucca, Moxerb He 3aX0QUTh B Ki1acc! Mbl ceiiuac yXxoaum Ha coOpaHue, — BaKHO CKazasia
OHa U MaxHyJ/a PyKOW JIeBOYKaM, YTOObI Te€ MOJHUMAIUCh CO CBOUX MECT.

OHU pa3oM BCTaJIM, ¥ 1O OTHOMY, CTPOMHBIM IIaroM CTaJIi BBIXOAWTD M3 KaOuHeTa. Menucca
OTOIIJIa B CTOPOHY M 3aMETHJIa, YTO OIHOKJIACCHUIIBI CTAPAIOTCS] HE CMOTPETh Ha Hee M HACTOMUMBO
omyckarot rmasa. M toneko Kaposnuna Opocuiia B ee CTOPOHY SJ0BUTHIH B3IUIA/1, B KOTOPOM YHTAJIOChH
HE TO CKPBITOE TOPXKECTBO, HE TO HEMPHUKPITAasi HEHABKCTb.

Magawm I'peropus Bo3riiaBuiia lecTBHE, U BECh KJIACC IO Mapam, MOJI4a U TOPKECTBEHHO MOLIE
3a Hell. Menycca 1ies1ach B CaMOM KOHIIE, CTapasiCh IEPKaThCsl, KaK MOXKHO JIaJIbllie OT YHBUIOH MTPO-
neccun. ViHTepecHo, a B 4ecTh yero coopanue? OnsaTh OyILyT rOBOPUTH O BAXXHOCTH MPECTOSIIETO
Hust O6perenus? Vnm ycrpanBaioT Kakoi-HUOYAb HOBBIN AypallKuil Mpa3aHuK ?

Korga onu nopomum k akroBoMmy 3aiy, Menucca yBuzena, 4ro 100pasi MOJOBHHA YYEHUKOB
U3 IPYrUx KJIAcCOB YK€ CUAEIN Ha )KECTKUX, HeyAOOHbIX cTynbsiX. Magam ['peropus ropzio Boria
B ITOMEILIEHNE U TIOBEJIMTENIbHBIM KECTOM IOKa3ajla JeBOYKaM Ha cBOOOAHBIE MecTa. Te mociyniHo
BBITTOJIHWJI HEMO#I TprKa3. Menucca XoTena ObUIo CHpSATAaThCS 32 KOJIOHHOM, HO Majam ['peropust
ornepeuia ee 1 ojo3Baja K cede:

— Her, Her, TeGe He ciona. Crieyii 3a MHOW.
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Hewmnoro ynuenennas Menucca romuia Beisief; 3a KJIacCHOM 1aMoi. CIIOKOMHO CUISIIUE IIKOJb-
HUKHU C ABHBIM JIIO6OHI)ITCTBOM IoIyIdapIBaJid Ha HEE. Koma OHH JOIIJIM OO0 IEPBOro psAaa, KOTOprfI
OKa3aJICsl COBEPLIEHHO MYCThIM, MaJaM ['peropus noBeauTenbHO cka3ana:

— Capuce!

Menucca omycTuiiack Ha CTyJ. 3a €€ CIIMHOM pa3/aBajiiCh KAKUE-TO HESICHbIE ILENOTKH, B
KOTOPBIX OHA TO U JIEJIO Clibliajia cBoe uMs. Manam I'peropusi ynoBjaeTBOPEHHO OKHMHYJIA B3[JIs1I0M
COOpaBIIMXCS, YIBIOHYJIACh M B30OILIA MO IMPOKUM MPAaMOPHBIM CTYIEHsIM Ha clieHy. OHa cena 3a
OOJIBIIIM OBAJILHBIM CTOJIOM U, TIONIPABUB OYKHU, TPOMKO IPOU3HECA!

— MHe KaxeTrcs, MOXHO HaYMHATh!

VYcnpimas ee KiM4, Ha CLIEHY Hayaulv MOJIHMMAThCS OcTaslbHble yuuTess. Korna onu paccenuce,
HACTYNUJIO HEMPOAOKUTENIbHOE MOTYaHue. 3aJl 3aMep B OKUIaHuU. Mesmcca oTMeTHIa rmpo ceos,
4qTo MI/IprI cpean MnpeaceaaTcjibCTBYIOIMUX HET. HCO)KI/I)laHHO TUIIWMHY HapyIIniI 3BIYHBIA TOJIOC
majam ['peropun:

— Menucca, st nonporty TeOsi BCTaTh U MOJHATHCS K HaM.

JeBouka B3apornyna. OHa He cpa3y MOHsUIA, K KOMY OOpaIaercsi KJlacCHasi Jama 1 Mpojoi-
’Kajla CUJIeTh Ha MecCTe.

- MCHHCC&, TBI YTO HE CJIBIIIUIIL? — C HAXKUMOM IMOBTOpPUJIA Ta, X B3IJIAAbI IOYTCHHLIX YUHUTC-
JIel ¢ YKOPU3HOM BIWIKCH B JIEBOUKY.

OHa pe3ko BCKOYMJIa U HEAOYMEHHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— MHe HyXHO NOIHATBLCS K BaM?

— Ja!

Menucca pactepsiHO Nokasa Iie4aMu U NogHsIack Hapepx. OHa BCTajla HAalIPOTUB KJIACCHOM
JaMbl U 3aMepiia, OXKUIast JATbHENIINX YKa3aHUM.

— Bcranb 4yTb JieBee OT CcTo/a, — CHOBA MOCJIEA0BAIIO JIEJHOE NTpUKa3aHue. — JIoM K 3aiy.

Menucca MToBUHOBAJIACK. HGCHTKI/I JIIO6OHI>ITHBIX, KaJHbIX 1O 3pEJivila Ijia3 BIIMJIUCh B HEC.

— MBeI cobpaituch 371ech He IPOCTO TaK, — MPOIoJIKaia ToBOpUTh MafgaMm I peropusi. — MbI cobpa-
JIUCh U3-3a Te0s, Menucca.

Krnaccrast mama Beiieprkasia ray3y v KUHYJIa Ha IEBOUKY 37I0OHBIN, TIOHBIN MTPe3peHus B3IJISII.
Menucca npoaoskana Moirdarh. XOJ0IHOE OLENEHEHNE CKOBAJIO €€ C HOT JI0 I'OJIOBBI.

— MpI XO0TUM 00CYIUTh TBOE HEOCTOWHOE MOBEACHNE! — C A7J0M B roJIoCe MPOIIHIIENIa OHA.

[Tocnennue cnoBa Mpo3ByyYaid, Kak XJIECTKMHM 3BYK MMOLIEYMHBbL. Menucca NoKpacHena, OHa
ObLJ1a He B CHJIaX BBIMOJIBUTD HU CJIOBA M CMOTpeia Ky/1a-TO BJIaJIb, CJIOBHO MBITAIACH TPOOUTD B3IJIsA-
JIOM CTEHY.

— Tol Buepa 6e3 BCAKOro MoBoga OCKOpOMIa He TOJBKO JIYUIIyI0 YYEHHITy KJlacca, HO elle U
MEHS, a 320[JHO U HAIlIeTO CIaBHOIO M3pa, — MajgaM [ peropus roBopuia yxe crosi. — M Tel JomKHa
TIOHECTH 3aCTy’)KeHHOE Haka3zaHue. BepHO? — OHa IIsiHyJ1a HAa CBOMX KOJUJIET.

— Ha, na, n1a, — ApOCTHO 3arajiieiu Te.

— U omyctu-Ka ronoBy, — BAPYI OHA COpPBAJIach Ha KpUK. — YTO-TO THI €€ CIMIIKOM BBICOKO
3agpana.

Menucca cxajla KyJlaky, BHYTPY BCE HEMCTOBO KJIOKOTAJIO, M OHA, MOBEPHYBIIUCH JIMLIOM K
CTOJIy, C JIOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETHUJIA!

— Hu 3a xakue Grara Mupa s He OMyIily TOJIOBY, a Y& TeM OoJiee He Oy/y CITyIIaTh Ballly HaTlbl-
IIEHHBIC pEYU.

3a axHy1, OypHOE BO3MYIIEHHE BOJTHOM ITPOHECIIOCH IO HEMY. YUuTesl Bce, KaK OfIMH, HaYaJIu
KpH4aTh 4TO-TO yrpoxamwoinee. Magam ['peropusi cTykHyna KyJakoM IO CTONY, MPHU3bIBasi COOpaB-
HIMXCS K MOJYAHUIO.

— 4 Tak ¥ 3Ha”a, YTO TH MPOAOJIKUIIB JIeP3UTh, HeOIarogapHasi JeBUYOHKA, — IIMIIea MaJamM
I'peropusi, Opbisras cmoHoi. — Ceifiuac TH Y MEHsI 32 BCE OTBETHIIb, — M OHA JJOCTaJla M3-TI0f1 CTOJA
IIy4YOK PO3T, — XOTh OHU JIABHO OTMEHEHBI, HO B JAHHOM CJIy4ae MOKHO CJIeJIaTh UCKJIIOUEHHE.
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3aj npuTHX, a Ha JIMIAX yYUTesIed MOSIBIIMCH JJOBOJIbHbIE YIBIOKH.

Brpyr otkyna-To n3-3a KOJIOHHBI JJOHECCS] TPOMKHIA TOJIOC:

— Ocrasbre ee B nokoe! HemennenHo!

Mernucca yBuaena Mupty, Kotopast ObICTPHIM U PEIMTEIBHBIM I1IarOM HAIPaBJIsIach K ClEHe,
JIMLIO €€ TbUIAJIO, a IJIa3a FOpesu IPOCThIO.

He oOpamas BHUMaHMsSI Ha PONOT HEONOOPEHMsI M MHOTOYMCIIEHHbIE MPOTECTBI, OHA JIETKO
BCKOYMJIA Ha cIieHy, OyaTo Obl B3jeTesla, MUMOXOIOM Hoxasia Menucce pyKy M BCTajla HAIpOTHB
majam ['peropun.

— KoneuHo, ¢ Baieid CTOpoHsI, ObIJIO OYeHb OJIaropasyMHO He 3BaTh HOBYIO YUMTEIbHHILYy Ha
CTOJIb Ba)KHOE cOOpaHue, HO, KaKk BHIWTE, 51 BCe-TaKM MpHIUia, — MuUpTa 3aropopuia pe3KuMm, yBe-
PEHHBIM ToJIocoM. — U 51 He TIO3BOJTI0 BaM M3/I€BaThCsl HAJl HECUACTHBIM PEOSHKOM.

— Jla, KTO BBl Takasi, YToObl YKa3plBaTh HaM! — C IPOXKBIO B TOJIOCe 3aKpryasia Magam [ pero-
pusi. — MBI y’ke HECKOJIBKO AECSATKOB JIET MPEToIaeM 31eCh, a Bbl, HOBEHbKasl, HIKOMY HEM3BECTHasI
napiaraHka!

Mupra ckana KyJakyd U yrpokKaiole IarHysia K Hei, Ta OT HeOXKUAAHHOCTH TUTIOXHYJIACch Ha
CTYIL.

— 51 monporry Bac He ockopOnsATh MeHs1! W He Haso IymMath, YTO BCE B Ballel BJIACTH, — C UPO-
HUel npousHecna Mupra, 1, OnepiMch O CToJ, HakJIOHMIach K Majgam ['peropun. OHa mocMotpena
B €€ MaJICHbKHE, TopsiIiye OT 37100k IJ1a3a, ¥ TPOMKO A00aBwia: — Bbl, MOXET ObITh, XOTUTE MOTACTh
3a peleTKy, UCIOJb3Ysl IaBHO 3arpeleHHbIe TeJeCHble Haka3aHus? YK MoBepbTe MHE, s Haloy Ha
Bac ynpay. B Bpud-Kocrte y MeHss MHOTO 3HaKOMBIX !

Manawm I'peropust mofckoumia, BIENUIach B COOCTBEHHYIO TPUYECKY U 3aBU3kKaja, KaK OIIIa-
pEeHHasi KOIIIKa:

— Bon otcioga! Bon! {1 Bce paBHO oTcTeraio 3Ty Mep3aBKy.

— Yro 3a 11ym, a Jpaku HeT? — HEOKUAAHHO pa3JaJiCsl CIOKOMHBIN, HO TPOMKUH roJIoc.

Magawm ['peropust 3acTbiia B HEIOyMEHUH — OMEPIINCh O CTEHY, Y CaMOM JJBEpH CTOsI/Ia MaJlaM
Credanus, u, cyas 1o ee BUIy, OHa HaOMOAAMa 3Ty OTBPATUTENBHYIO CIIEHY BOT yX€ HECKOJIBKO
MuHYT. COBEPIIIEHHO CIOKOIHO, C JIETKOU YJIBIOKOH Ha Ty0ax OHa IMPOIILIACH 10 3aJTy U CeJjla B IePBbIi
psm.

— Hy-c, 4to y Bac TyT mpoucxonut? — BCe TAKMM ke JTI0Oe3HBIM TOHOM OCBEJOMIJIACH OHA, U
C MOOOIBITCTBOM TOrJIsiieNna Ha Menmuccy u Mupry.

Magam ['peropuist BRITSIHY/IACh, KaK COJNJAT M C IPOXKBIO B TOJIOCE, HEMHOTO 3allUHAsICh, OTBE-
THJIA:

— I'ocrioxka AUPeKTOp, Mbl XOTEJM MPHU3BATh K OTBETY YK€ M3BECTHYIO BaM YUEHHILy, KOTopas
BYEpa TaK Jep3Ko ceOsl MoBera.

Magam Credanusi 3eBHYIIa, 4y Th IPUCITYCTIIA OUYKU U, OPOCUB MUMOJIETHBIH B3IJIsA]] HA MaJlaM
I'peropuio, cipocuia:

— A 4TO 3TO y Bac B pyKax, MUAJIOUKa?

KrnaccHas nama ToOnmbKO ceidvac MOHsUIa, YTO MyYOK pPO30T JO CHX TMOpP KPEIrKO 3a)kar B ee
JIaJJOHMU.

— MmMmM, — 3a0iesa oHa. — DTO AJIs TOro, YTOOI UCIIPABUTH HEMOCIYITHYIO YUCHUITY.

Tyt manam Credanusi Tak TPOMKO XJIONHYJIA B JIQIOIIH, YTO BCE B3IPOTHYJIH.

— MoxeT, s 4ero-To He MOHUMAI0, MUJIAsl MOsI, — B €€ TOHE TIOCTIBIIIAIMCH CTaIbHbIe HOTKH. —
Ho, kaxeTcsi, TenecHsle HaKa3aHuUsl IAaBHO 3arpeleHbl.

— Ha, 51 3Ha10, — HaYasa OINpaBAbIBAaThCS KJIaccHast 1ama. — Ho HerogHast IeBYOHKA JOCTOMHA
ux! Kpome Toro, HaBepHOe, Bbl HE 3HAaeTe, HO B €€ JIOMEe Celvac )KMUBET TOT OTIIETEeHEl, U3THAHHbIMA
13 ropoja jJecHnuui BepHana!

[Tpu ynomunanuu nmenu BepHanaa, Memrcca B3aporHysia u xotesa ObUT0 HAKMHYTHCS C KyJ1a-
Kamu Ha Majiam ['peropuio, Ho MupTa BOBpeMsl CXBaTWIIa €€ PyKY U KPEeTKO CKaia.
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— W uro ¢ Toro? Kakoe Bam A€ej10 10 TOro, ¢ KEM x)UBeT MuseHa! — ¢ HAXXMMOM OTBETIIIA MagaM
Credanus u Bcrana. — MHe KaxeTcs, Bbl B TPOLI HE CTABUTE MOE MHEHHME. A, MeXy IpounM,
aupekTop! — ee mia3a BCnbIxHYIU. — [To-MoeMy, s BUepa yske pasroBapuBaia c aeBoukoii! U, Boooie,
KTO JIaJI BaM IPaBO yCTpauBaTh coOpaHus 6e3 Moero Begoma?

Mapam I'peropusi mokpacHena, Kak pak, ¥ TyIO yCTaBUIach B MoJ. OCTabHbIE yUUTENS YTIOPHO
JeJaav BUJ, YTO HE UMEIOT HUKAKOro OTHOLIEHUsI KO BceMy npoucxoasiemMy. OHU UM paccesiHO
CMOTpEJIH TI0 CTOPOHAM, WJIM O€3[yMHO KaJIsKaI B CBOUX OJIOKHOTHKAX.

— Bbl MmomumnTe? — Takke rpo3HO NpoJokaia AUPEKTOP. — A MExAy TPOYMM, ITOKa Bbl 3acea-
eTe, He TIPOBOJSATCS YPOKH, — OHA HEMHOTO [TOMOTYasia, a moToM godaBuia: — CTHIAUTECHh, MIJIOUKA !
CamoyrmpaBcTBO — aypHas Belib! Ecm B ceyonuii pa3 mpou3onieT HeuTo MogoOHoe, Bbl y MEHS
B TpU cueTa BbuleTUTE U3 IKOJbI! CrbluTe?

— Ia, — BeimaBwia u3 ceds magam ['peropus. Ee nuio ObUT0 yke He KpacHbIM, a TTYHIIOBBIM.

— A Teniepb, pacxoaumcs, 1amouku! — Becesio npornesna magam Credanusi, — A Bbl, MUIasi MOs,
ceiyac e U3BMHUTECH niepesi MUIeHo.

KrnaccHast tama HEpBHO Ji€pHYJIach, MOAHIIA HEAOYMEHHOE JIMLIO U IIPOX pUIIesia:

— 17 VzBunHUTHCA iIepe] Helt?

— a, na, munouka! — mpuoOonpuia ee yisiOkoii aupektpuca. — Hy, Briepen xe!

Kazasiock, uto enie HemHoro u majgam ['peropuio pazopser ot 310ctu! Ho, npukas ectsb npukas,
Y OHa, CJIerKa MOBEPHYBIIUCH K Menuccee, mpolunena:

— IIpouy npomenus!

— BpaBo, 6paBo, — magam Credanus 3axionana B JaJolm. — A Tenepb, CKopee, Ha 3aHATH !
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I'maBa 12

[Tocne mo30pHOII ClieHbI, pa3birpaBIlIeiicss B aKTOBOM 3ajie, MajaM [ peropus cyxo u XOJ0IHO
Besia ypok. OHa roBOopujia CKBO3b 3yObl M C BEJIMUYAMIIIMM TPYJOM BblAaBIMBaIa U3 ce0sl CJIOBa, a ee
JIEBBIN 1123 HEPBHO Jeprayicsl. OHa cTapajiack He CMOTPETh Ha Mennccy U yopHO Jejajia BUj, 4To
JIEBOYKHU HE CYIIECTBYET BOBCe. Bce ocTaiibHble YUEHUIIbI CHJICITH TUXO, KaK MBI, O0SICh CIIeIaTh
JIMIITHEE BYKEHHE — He J1ail 00T HaBJIEKYT Ha ceOsl THEB KJIACCHOM JJaMbl!

Opna Kaponuna OecriokoiHO ep3asia Ha cTyse U norisabiBaia Ha Menuccy. Eil He naBana
IOKOsI MBICJIb O TOM, 4TO Meucca He IMOHeC/a Haka3aHWs UM He Oblla oTcTeraHa. Kakoe ke oHa
UCTIBITAJIa pa30yapoBaHue, Korjga ta MoJiofasi AeBuiia Mupra nomeniana CBEpIIMTLCS CIPABEIH-
BOMY akTy Bo3Me3usi! KapoimHa cama rotoBa Oblia BRIOEKAaTh Ha CIIEHY U Kak CJIeyeT OTXJIECTaTh
Memmuccy. Ho Bce e Hazesiach, 4To MupTa He CMOXKET IIoMelIaTh OJlariM HamepeHusIM Majiam [ pe-
ropud. Ho koraa nossunace manam Credanus, Kaponvna nonsiia — Bce nponaio. Yto ke Takoe? —
Herogoajia oHa. Hy nouemy 3toit Mmep3aBke Bce cxogut ¢ pyk! M magam Credpanus HecipocTa BCTy-
nuiach 3a Hee! HaBepHoe, 31ech Toxke KpoeTcs Kakasi-To TaiiHa! B yem ee 0coOEHHOCTB, eciu Aaxe
caM M3p TOBOPUT O Hell Ha BakHOM coBeliaHnu? Kak ke y3Hath X0oTs Obl uTo-T0? KaponuHa 3amy-
MaJiach ¥ BCIIOMHUJIA O TOM, YTO Ha KaXJIOTO YYEHHKA B IIKOJIE 3aBOJUTCS JTUYHOE JIENI0. X PaHSTCS
9tn Oymaru B kaOuneTe Majam Credanuu. BoT Ob TpOHUKHYTH TyAa! BHITH MOXET, TaM OHa CMO-
xeT Haiitu otBeT? Kaponuna obpanosanace. la, aa, na! Hago He3aMeTHO MPOLIMBITHYTh B KAOWHET
MagaMm CredaHuu 1 HaWTH €10 Memnuccst!

Taxk, nocne nonyaHs Majam CredaHust OObIYHO OTIIPABJIAETCS K ceOe B call, a KJII0Y OT Kabu-
HeTa OCTaBJIsIeT B yuuTellbckoi. Hamo OyieT Bcero ymib mpoOpaThest Tyaa v CTHyTh Kiod! JIuio
Kapommns! ipocsetieno! Jla, ceropHst oHa UMEHHO Tak U caenaet! OOpaloBaHHAS STOU MBICITBIO, OHA
00JIerYeHHO B3JJOXHYJIA U MepecTaia r1a3eTh Ha MeJmccy.

[Nocnennsis yxe ycrnena npuiitu B ce0st mocie npousoinesaniero. OHa THX0 MOCMENBalIach Hall
HEy/JaBILIeVCs MOMBITKOM 9K3EKYIIMU U 3aMeTuIIa, uto KaponmHa BOT-BOT JIOMHET OT 3710cTu. Bot xe
rynasi nqesunia! lHTepecHo, 4to ceifyac mpoucxoauT y Hee B rojioBe? Takoe OllylleHHe, YTO OHa
roToBUT TuiaH MecTtu. Hy u uepr ¢ Heii! Ee riynocTs eiie ceirpaet ¢ Heil 311y10 Iy TKY.

[Nocnenymomue Tpu ypoka: MaTeMaTUKU, XUMUU U (PU3UKY MTPOILIH [U1si Menucchl Kak Heslb3sl
ayutiie. [TouteHHBIe yunTeIs1, Ka3aJI0Ch, ObLIA KpaltHe CMYIIIEHbI TEM, UTO IPUHSLIIA YYaCTUE B IPEI-
MIPUSITUM, KOTOPOE MPUIILIOCHh HE TIO BKYCY AUPEKTOPY, U, IIOTOMY, He Tporajau Memnuccy U He Jieand
el HUKaK1X 3aMevaHuil. Bocrob30BaBIIMCh CUTYalIMEN, JeBOYKa CMOTpelia B OKHO, a He Ha JOCKY
Y IPOAyMbIBAJIA TUIAH PaccKasa.

IMocne 3ansATHIA OHAa TIpeObIBasia B OJIaroAyIIHOM HACTPOEHWH, U, He oOpaliasi BHUMaHHUs Ha
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIE B3IJIS/Ibl, KOTOPbIE OpPOCAJIH B €€ CTOPOHY YUEHHUKH JIPYTUX KJIACCOB, HAPABUJIACh
B Oecesiky. (Bo Bpemsi oiHOM U3 niepeMeH K Heill nogonia Mupra v nonpocuia JoKAaThCs ee TaM).

Menucca npuiinia Ha MECTO BCTPEUH, U, O3KU/1asl TIOSIBJICHUS] MOJIOION yUUTEIbHUIIBL, OCTaa
naket ¢ 0o0e/IoM, KOTOpbIii eil 3a00TuBo Bpyuns BepHanna. OHa sxeBana OytepOpon ¢ BETUMHON U
6e33200THO OoJtania Horamu. JIaCKOBOE CEHTSIOPhCKOE COJHIIE MPOHUKATIO CKBO3b T'YCTYIO JIUCTBY
TO/1 KyroJ OeceJKU U OCBEIaNIO JepeBsIHHbIE OATKU 30JI0TUCTHIM SIPKUM CBETOM.

Menucca ObICTPO YHUUTOXHUIIA BECh CBOM ITPOBUAHT, U €/]Ba yCIesa CTPSXHYTh KPOILKH C IJ1a-
Thsl, KaK B OeceKy 3anuia Mupra.

— Hy npuset, Menucca, — Beceno npousHecna oHa. — Kak tBoe HacTpoenue? Kak mpoiuiu
ypoku?

— Jla Bce xopoio, Mupra! — oro3Banack Memucca. — Ciaci0o, 4To BCTaJIM Ha MOIO CTOPOHY
ceroans yrpom!
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— Yk oBepb MHe, 51 ObI HY 32 UTO Ha CBETE He MO3BOJIMJIA STOU CTapoid xkade oTxJjiecTaTb Teos! —
Mpe3pUTeIbHO CKpUBWIA TyObl Muprta, — Bo3MokHO, el KpyrmHO moBe3io, uyto Majaam Credanus
BOBpEMSI BMEIIAIaCh.

— Ha yx! 5 Buzena ee m1o, Korjaa Bbl CKa3ajd, 4To HaijieTe Ha Hee ynpaBy! Eil Takoe nepBblii
Pa3 B XKU3HU MPUIILIOCH YCTbIaTh. AX, MUpTa, HECMOTpPSI HM Ha YTO, MO€ HACTPOEHHUE MPOCTO TIpe-
KpacHoe, — BbIIoXHYy1a Menucca. — [Tocmorpute, kakas yygecHas norofga! Tak u xoueTtcst OpocUTh
BCE U MPOryJsAThes 1o Jiecy! CoOparh KJIEHOBBIX JIMCTOUKOB, JKeTyAeH, KallTaHoB!

— A naBaii Tak u caenaem, Menucca, a? [oiinem B siec mpsiMo ceityac! — npegioxuina Mupra.

— O! 4 c ynoBonbctBuemM! — Menucca B BO30YKIEHUU BCKOUMIA. — TOJNBKO BOT HAJ0 3aliTh
JOMOi1 cKa3aTh BepHaH[y, 4TO MBI IeM TynsITh. MOXeT ObITb, M OH K HaM MPUCOEANHUTCS ?

— OTMuHO, — KMBHYJIa rojIoBoi AeByika. — Hy 4ro, Toraa B myTh?
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I'naBa 13

IMocne Toro, Kak 3akOHYMIIKCh YPOKHU, KaposHa BbIIIa Ha IIKOJIBHBINA JBOP BMECTE C OCTaJIb-
HBIMU yueHHnamMu. HecKosIbko MUHYT OHH CTOSUIM Ha CTYIEHbKaX, 00CYXKIaly YTPEHHUI MHIMICHT,
pyramu Mupty u Menuccy, Harpaxaast iIX CaMbIMU HEJIECTHBIMU SITUTETAMH, U YKe ObLIIO COOpaInch
UJTH JOMOM1, KaK BApYr KaponuHa nNpuTBOPHO axHysa U cliesiaja HeJOBOJIbHOE JIULIO.

— Yro Takoe, KaponuHa? — poOko novHTepecoBaiach y Hee Tosctymika Kiapa.

— Bor He3anaua, — KaponuHa ckpuBumiack. — §1, kaxercs, 3a0buia CBOIO TETpab MO XUMHUU B
knacce! [Ipunercs Bo3Bpaiarbes!

— O#i, Bor kak! — paccrpomnack Knapa. — Hy, Huuero, Tol cberaii 06paTHO, a MBI TeOsI TyT
nonoxjeM. [Ipasaa, neBouku?

Te eqMHOAYIIIHO 3aKUBAJIM, BbIpaXas TEM CaMyl0 UCKPEHHIOI BEPHOCTb M IpelaHHOCTh Kapo-
JIVHE.

— Oii Het, He HaJI0 MeHs KAaTh, — OTMaxHynach Kapommna. — §1 eme xouy 3aiitu B yoopHyio. He
3HAI0, KaK JIONro 51 TaM MpoOyay, — U OHA pa3pasuiack TPOMKUM CMEXOM, MOIYEPKUBAsi TEM CaMbIM
HCKPOMETHOCTb CBOEH IIyTKH.

JleBOoUKH, He JOJro Aymasl, paCCMEsUIUCh CJIEOM 3a Heil, MokKenanu el ynauu B yOOpHOU U
OTHPaBUJIMCh BOCBOSICH.

Kaponuna B310xHyna ¢ oberdyeHueM — IIyIble KypHibl Hudero He 3anono3puiu! [la kyaa nm!
OHUM HACTOJIBKO TYIIBI, YTO HE MOTYT OTJIMUMThH YepHOE OT Oesioro. [IeBouka BOpOBATO OIJIsi/ENach
10 CTOPOHAM M BEpHYJIach 0OpaTHO B mKoiy. [lo Kopunopy eme Opoauiy y4eHUKH, 3aHsAThie COO-
CTBEHHBIMHU JIeJIaM{, HO OHU He 0OpaTWIM Ha Hee BHMMaHMs. OHa MPOIIMBITHY/IA K Y3KOH, TEMHOU
JIECTHUILIE, KOTOpasl BeJla B yUUTEIIbCKYIO.

VunTenbckoil MoJb30BAIMCh PEKO, HO, TEM HE MEHee, B Hell CTOs1J1 HEOOJBILION CTOJIMK U Iapa
KOXKaHBIX, HEYTOOHBIX TMBaHOB. [IpernosaBareny HUKOra He COOMPAHCh TaM — IOMEIIIEHUE IITKOJIbI
OBUIO HACTOJIBKO OOUIMPHBIM, YTO y KQXI0TO UMEJICs CBOM JTMYHBII KaOuHeT. [ToroMy 3Ty KOMHATY
UCIIO/B30BAJIM TOJIBKO KaK MECTO [l XpaHEHHU sl KJIIoYel.

KaposmHa nogHsAnace no yiectHuile U nocrydana. TummHa! 3Haunt, HuKkoro Her! OHa pe3ko
TOJIKHYJIA IBEPb U BBAJIMJIACh BHYTpb. [loonuia K mkaguuky, B KOTOPOM XPaHWIUCh KJIIOUH, U ee
B3IJISI/I HATKHYJICS Ha OOJIBINION KJIIOY ¢ OMPKOM, CIeJTaHHOW W3 TUIOTHOM po30Boi Oymaru. Ha Heit
ObLI0 TTOATIHCaHO «[IupekTopckasi». KapomHa OpICTpbIM IBHKEHHEM CHsLTA KJTIOY C KPIOUKa, 3armX-
HyJIa B KapMaH 1 MOCIIEITHO BhIIUIA U3 KabuHeTa. OHa CITyCTHIIach, OIJIs/IesIach, yBU/IENa, YTO KOPHU-
0P IYCT U OOJNIErYeHHO B3/I0XHYJIA.

BecnieuHoil HecnenHOM NOXOIKOW OHA TOILIA B CTOPOHY AMpEKTOpckoid. OHa Oblla yBepeHa,
yro MagaMm CredaHusa yxke ylnula B cajJl 3aHUMaTbCs pO3aMM U PaHBILIE YEM 4Yepe3 4ac He SABUTCH
oOparHo. [la m HUKTO U3 yuuTeneii He OyaeT coBatbes Tyaa. Bee 3Hatot, yro magam Credanus mpo-
BOJMT 3TO BpPeMs1 Ha CBEKEM BO3[yXe.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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