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Anekcanap Baagumupos
IIloy 3;10BeIUX CKa304YHUKOB

Yacrs nepsas
Anckni co06Jia3zH

I'1aBa nepBast
YepHasi KHUTA

Ecnm Bam korna-HuOyap goBezietcsi opBath B CtapoM OcKone, Bbl OPa3sUTeCh YAUBUTEIBHOMY
apXUTEKTYPHOMY Pa3HOOOPa3HIo ropoja, yMeJOMy COYETaHHUIO CTAPHHBI U HOBOCTPOEK: U3 JeBATHA-
ALIATOrO BEKa, C Y3KUX YJIOYEK C JepEeBSHHBIMHM JOMMKAMU, BeCeIbIMU 3a00paMu, OTKY/a CIIbIIIEH
3aJIMBUCTBIN Jlail cOOaK, BIPYT B OIHO MIHOBEHHE, Oy/ITO NepelIarHyB HEBUUMYIO TPaHHUILy, Iiepe-
HOCMILIBCS B BEK JABaJLATh NEPBBIM. 310€Ch YK€ — U OIPOMHBIE 3/1aHUSA, U BU3T JIETAIIMX MAIlWH, U
SIPKKE peKJIaMbl, ¥ crientamnye Jnoad. CTapuHHAsA 4acTb TOPOJa C COBPEMEHHBIMM IIOCTPOMKAMU pac-
II0JIO’KEHA Ha XOJIME, CITyCKasACh C KOTOPOT'o, MOMNAJAeIllb B MUP TULIAMIIEN IIPUPOIbI — JIECHBIX Mac-
CHBOB, HEOOJIBIIION CepeOPUCTOI PEKU ¢ KPOXOTHBIMHU 3€JICHBIMU OCTPOBKaMH. B0k 9101 peKku Mbl
Y NIPOTYJIMBAJIMCH C MOMM APYIOM, MECTHBIM ITpeanpuHuMareseM AsiekceeM Hukomaesnuem Axyio-
BbIM. OH IPeAJIOKIIT IOBEPHYTh Ha JOPOTY, BEAYILYIO B IYIIy aKalMid ¥ CUPEHH, YTOObI B3JISAHYTh
Ha JKMBOITMCHBIE TIOCTPOWKN «HOBBIX PYCCKHMX», CTPEMSIIIMXCS MOPA3UTh BCEX M KaKJOro HEOOBIU-
HOCTBIO ApPXUTEKTYPHBIX cTHIen. KpacaBipl-qoMa CJIOBHO Kpu4aii U criopwii: «5 mydie!», «Her,
st!». Ho BOT OIMH M3 HUX CIIOBHO 3apaHee OTKAa3aJiCs OT JOOBIX MOJOOHBIX CIIOPOB, CIIPSATABIIMCH
Ha OTIIHMOE 32 BBICOKMM, IITyXMM 3200pOM, TOJIBKO KPBIIIA ¥ TOpYaJia U3 JINCTBBI BHICOKUX JEPEBbEB.
[Monoiins 6mke, s yBunen Ha 3a6ope Haamuch: «[Ipomaercsi».

— YynHoe Mecto, — cka3an s Anekcelo Hukonaesuuy. — Ho, HaBepHoe, LieHa OacHOC/IOBHA ?

— He 3Hato, kakoBa ero 1eHa, — OTBETHJI OH. — M KynsiT 1 ero Koraa-HuOyp.

— Bor kak? — ynusuic 1.

— Ero ucropus kak pa3s A TBOEro HOBOro pomaHa yxacoB, Asiekcanap Ilasnosuy. Pasueivu
CJIyXaMu MOJHWICA ropof. OHU TOBOPAT, UTO 3[1eCh OOMTAET CTPAHHbINA YEJIOBEK U OOJBILION yye-
HBI, IKOOBI OTKPBIBIINIA PELIENIT MOJIOZIOCTH W XKUBYILMIA HE OIHO CTojeTHe. MaJlo Toro, oH Jaxke
OXXMBJISIET IOKOMHUKOB.

— Crapo! — ycmexHyiics 5. — Yke 0bl1 «Peanrmarop». 3aueM UCHONIb30BaTh 3a€3KUE CIOKETHI.

— Ectb 1 apyras Bepcus, — nponomkan Asnekceid Hukonaesnd, — Mo, TyT cobupaercs uesas
11aiika MaHbSIKOB, 4 MX IJ1aBapb CBSA3aH C TEMHBIMU criaMu. OHU yCTpauBaloT caTaHUHCKUE OOpPsiIbl,
Y KaXJbli, KTO NIEPECTYIUT MOPOT I0Ma, MOMaJaeT BO BIACTb 3JIbIX JyXOB.

— Bo3MoxkHO, TyT ObIBaeT cXojka, TOJbKO HE MaHBSIKOB M3 (PHIIBMOB YKAcOB, a OOBIYHBIX
MOILIEHHUKOB. DTO TaK TUIIWYHO ISl CETOJHALIHETO JHA.

Anekceit HukonaeBn4 NOHsUI, YTO MHTEpeca K CIPATAHHOMY 3a 3a00pOM OCOOHSIKY Y MeHs
HE BO3HUKJIO M TMPEIOKMI MPoUTH Aanbine. Hamocnenok st oGepHysicsi. MHe BAPYr MOYyAMINCH
KaKMe-TO IIyM, B3/I0OXH, BCXJIAIbIBaHK. 1 pa3aaBasmice OHU. .. CO CTOPOHBI 3TOTO AoMa. 51 HEBOJIBHO
OCTaHOBHUJICH, 3aMeEP.

— Yro takoe? — cnpocun Anekcent Hukomaesuy.

B Ty ke ceKkyHIy 3ByKHM 3aTHXJIM, pACTBOPHJIMCH B TEHU aKalllid. A, MOXET, HIYEro ¥ He ObLIo?

— Ioka3zanocs. ..
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MBbI IBUHYJIMCH JAJIbIIE, W 51 BCKOpe 3a0bLT PO CTpaHHBIN A0M. He BcromuHas 0 HEM 5 U B
MOC/IEYIOIIME THU, KOorja BepHysicss B MOCKBY.

Kak BeisicHuIIOCH 1033%e, — 3psi! COOBITHS, CBSI3aHHBIE C 3TUM IOMOM, TOJIbKO HAYMHAJIM pa3-
BOpPAUMBaThCA.

Ceronns Muxaun Muxaiiouu PaguiieB BepHyJCs 1OMOM MOYTH K MOAyHOUM. Bripouewm,
’keHa ero Panca AnekceeBHa IPUBBIKJIA K [MO3HUM BO3BpallleHUAM Myka, Muxann Muxaiinosuy,
u3BecTHbI B CTapom Ockosie apxuTeKTop ObUI, 4TO Has3bIBaeTcs1, HapacxBat. Ero xnamm u Gecuuc-
JIEHHbIE 3aKAa3UMKU U3 HOBOSIBICHHBIX OOraTeeB, M PyKOBOAMTENW KPYMHEWIIUX MPEANpUsITUH, U
PYKOBOJICTBO TOpO/1a; PEKTOPA BY30B YaCTO OOPAIAITUCH C IPOCHOOM «IIPOYECTh XOTs Obl OHY-€/AMH-
CTBEHHYIO JIEKLINIO». 3a TIO3JHUM Y>KUHOM OH pacCKa3blBasl KeHe MocieiHue HoBocTH. OKa3bIBaeTcs,
CETOJIHSI €ro MPUIJIACKIT I7IaBa TOPOACKON aJMUHUCTpaIu. Pa3roBop okazasicsi HEOOBIYHBIM.

— ... Tol Beqp 3Haemb, Pas, 0 3araloyHoOM JIoMe B paiioHe HaOepeKHOM.

— Kro He 3HaeT. CTONBKO pa3HbIX JIETeH]] PO HETO XOAMT.

— Ha, na. Tak BOT Hal M1aBa aAMUHUCTPALIANA PaCCKa3ayl MHE YIUBUTEIbHYIO HCTOPUIO. Jltonu,
MIPOXOJMBIIME MHUMO TOTO OCOOHsIKa, HE pa3 KaJIOBAIUCh Ha KaKMe-TO CTOHBI, KPUKHM O TOMOIIIH,
SIKOOBI pazfatonnyecs: u3-3a 3abopa. Korma crydyamm crydars B BopoTa — Bce cMoikano. [lo3anu
MUWJIUIIMIO, HO Ta HE peliach MPOHUKHYTh BHYTpb. Bee-Taku yacTHast coOctBeHHOCTh! OHa y Hac
ceivyac LIEHUTCS Topas/io AOPOXKe YesloBeuecKoi ku3Hu. CooONMIM T71aBe, M OH J1aT KOMaHy B3JIO-
MaTh BOpOTA.

Muxann MuxaitioBuu czienai nay3y (OH JIOMUBaJI Yaid), 4eM elire OoJIbIIie TIOIXJIECTHYII JII00-
TIBITCTBO KEHBI.

— Haneine, Muia, gasbine!

— Huyero He Hanum. HUKoro tam He oka3ajocs.

— Toraa kTo ke Kpuyall, 38l Ha nomoib? Muctuka!

— Ha =et, Bce 0ObsicHumMo. Kpuuanu rae-To psaoM, a MpoXokHUM MOKa3aiock. .. Bee Obl Tak
Y OCTaJIOCh, HO TYT MOSIBUWIKCH WieHbl napTun «CrpaBeiMBOCTh U MOPSIIOK», KOTOPBIE B KAYECTBE
CBOEH ITTaBHOH MPeIBHIOOPHON LIeSTN OOBSBIIIN OOphOY IPOTUB TEMHBIX CHJT: KOJILyHOB, YEPHOKHMXK-
HUKOB, BeJpbM. OHM KpHYaIH, YTO HA/I0 YHUUTOKUTb OOMTENb 3714, YTO 3JI0 IPOCTO JIOBKO 3aMaCKH-
POBaJIOCh, U YTO OHU BCE PaBHO COXIYT JOM. UTO ocraBasioch Jenarh aBe aaMuHuctpauuu’? OH
TIOTIBITAJICST CBSI3ATHCS C XO3SIMHOM «3JI0TO OCOOHSIKa», JOTOBOPUTHLCS O MPOIJAKe J0Ma, HO TOT KakK
ucyes... Toraa HaIl 171aBa Ha CBOM CTpax M PHUCK MPUKA3aJl CHECTU OCOOHSIK.

— A Kak xe Biajener?

— OH NoyYuT HOpMaJbHYI0 KOMIEHCALIUIO.

— Ho kakoe oTHOIIIEHHE K TON UCTOPUU UMeellTb Thl, Muiia?

— I'naBa agMuUHUCTpaLMKU NOIPOCUIT MEHS ITPOBECTU IKCIEPTU3Y: UMEET JIM ITOT JIOM KaKylo-
HUOYJb UCTOPUUYECKYIO LIEHHOCTb. § BHMMaTenbHO Bce ocMoTpelt. B Ctapom Ockosie MHOTO yIWBH-
TEJIbHBIX MECT, OCOOHSIKOB, KOTOPBIX HAaJ0 pectaBpupoBarh. Ho 3TOT nOM He 13 ux uucia. OH 3710-
poBo oOBetial. Takoe ornyieHue, 9Yto oH 3a0porreH. CeromHs s MOANMCcal Bce HEOOXOIUMBbIE TOKY-
MEHTHI, U «3araIoYHbI» OCOOHSIK MIET MOJ] CHOC.

— MHe HeMHOT0 KaJjib, — BAPYT B310xHyna Panca. — [ToMHu11b, rOBOpUIIM, TaM CIIpATaHA KaKasi-
TO YepHasi KHATra BEJIMKOIO yYEHOro, MpOJABILIEro Aylly AbsaBony? W 4Tto TOT, KTO MPOYMTAET €e€. ..

— INepecranp, Pas, — o6opBai Mmyx. — Pa3Be MOKHO MOBTOPATH IO100HBIE riyniocTy. HeT Huka-
KOU TaKOW KHUTH.

— Xopol110, XOpolIo, — %eHa He CTajla CIOPUTH C YCTABIIUM, HECKOJIBKO pa3ipaxkeHHbIM Muxa-
oM MuxaitnopuyeM. Havyanace oObraHasi GONTOBHSI CYNPYroB, KOTOPYIO Bpojie Obl HUKTO HE CITbI-
IIUT.

Ho Oombiyto 4acTe MX pasroBopa CIbIIAN CbIH BeHsi, I0roBs3bi, BOCEMHAAATUIECTHUI
napeHb, CTYAEHT MECTHOTO MEAULIMHCKOIO YHUBepcUTeTa. TUXUI U CKPOMHBIM OT IPUPO/Ibl, B KOM-
MaHUsX Jpy3edl ¥ MOAPYr OH MO OOJbIIEH YacTH MOMYa, Ja U CaMH KOMIIaHMU TMOCeHIal PeIKo.
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NurtepecoBasicsi BeHsi B OCHOBHOM OIHUM: MaTeprajiaMy O TAMHCTBEHHBIX MUPaX, HEBEIOMBIX TIPH-
IIeJIbIIaX U3 MHBIX U3MEPEHUI WM TAIAKTHK, 3araJI0YHbIMUA MaHYCKPHUITTAMH, TO3BOJISIIOIIUMH XOTh
YyTh-UyTh IPUOTKPBITH 3aBecy IIpomutoro. B ToT pokoBoii 17151 Hero Beyep BeHs noren Ha KyxXHIo K
POIUTEIISIM, YTOOBI TIOJKENIATh MM CIIOKOMHOW HOUM. W TyT ycrblman cjioBa Matepu o YepHoii KHUTe.
Kak sxanb, 4to oTell He J1aj ei JoroBopuTh. A BApYr KHura cymiectsyet? 1o kpaitHelr Mepe, OH yke
HEOIHOKPATHO CJIbIIIAN O Hell. [laxe n3BeCTHBIN coOoTeuecTBEHHUK UcTopuk Medoauii Bukynos B
CBOEM 3HaMeHHUTOM Tpyze 00 uctopuu Craporo Ockona KpaTKo YIOMHHAET 00 TOM JKYTKOU PevK-
BUH, «JAI0IIEeN HEOOBIUAHYIO CHITY, HO CUJTy CATAHMHCKYIO», YTO 3aIlpsTaHa I1e-To B OQHOM U3 CTa-
pbIX paiioHax ropoaa. Tonbko — rae?

Bens onry i HeBosIbHOE cepiiieOreH e, OH He MOIIeN Ha KyXHIO K POIUTENISIM, a Ha LIBITIOYKAaX
BEpHYJICS K ce0e B CMaJIbHIO M HBIPHYI B TIocTenb. U mpenasicst meuram. Eciy 6b1 OH MOy YT BEIUKYIO
Maruveckyo crity!.. OH ObI CTaJI COBCEM JAPYTUM YEIOBEKOM, B MHCTUTYTE O HeM Obl TOBOPMIIU KaK O
Jydiem crygente. M yx, KoHeuHo, Ha Hero oOpatuia Obl BHUMaHue Bepa. Kak yacto oH HaGmonan
3a Hell M Ha JISKIMSX, M Ha CTYAEHYECKUX BeueprHKax. Habmonan TaiiHo, MOHMMasi, 4TO y HEro HeT
IIAHCOB 3aBOEBaTh Cepjlle STOM YEPHOOKOM KpacaBullpl. OHA Aa’ke W TOJIOBBI HE MOBEPHET B €ro
cropoHy. Pa3a Tpu 3aroBapuBasia ¢ HUIM 110 KAKUM-TO HUUETO He 3HAUYaI|M ITycTsikam. Bepa He Moxer
HE pa3roBapuBaTh CO CTYIEHTaMHU, OHA — CTAPOCTA TPYIIIIHI.

«Ecnu 6b1 moTyunTh Marmueckyio cuiy ! » — noBTopsit Bens. Ero myraso coBo «caTaHMHCKast».
Ho, moxer, 310 1 HenpaBaa? MoskeT, Ta cijla HUIKaKOro OTHOIIEHUS K caTaHu3My He nMeet? Hasep-
HsIKa He uMeet!.. BeHs 3achiman u BUjeN BO CHE, KaK U3 HEYKJIIOKEro, MPHIIIaBOro IOHOIIY OH CTa-
HOBUTCS CYIIEpPMEHOM, TTOXOKHMM Ha Teposi TOJUTUBYICKUX 00eBUKOB. OH COBEpIIAET rOJIOBOKPYKH-
TeJIbHbIE TIOJBUTH, 32 HUM OETYT TOJIIbI KPACHBBIX XKEHIIMH, U cpein HuX — Bepa. Teneps yxe He oOH,
a oHa JoBUT ero B3isAa!.. Bepa! UepHsble ma3a neBylIIKY MPOHUKIIM B cepalie BeHu, HarmosHss ero
TETUIOM U paJIoCThio. BeHs 3achinait, yToObl YBUIETh MPOJOKEHUE MMPEKPACHOTO CHA.

T'oBopsT, yTpO Beuepa MyzpeHee, HO M yTpo He n30aBwio Bennamuna ot rpes. Y Hero Bos-
HUKJIa HAaBSI3UMBasl Ujiesl MPOHUKHYTh HAa TEPPUTOPUIO 3araJOYHOr0 OCOOHSIKA M IOMPOOOBAThH OTHIC-
KaTh KHUTY. Pa3yMm Mpu3biBal €ro OCTAaHOBUTHLCS, HE BEPHUTh INIYIBIM JIET€HJaM, OJHAKO SMOLUH
3armymany Bce! Ha 3aHATHAX OH ObUT paccesiH, efie JOXKAAICA UX OKOHYAaHHS U TYT Ke modexal K
OCOOHSIKY.

JloM 1ouTy croMasiu, BOKPYT JIeKai TPybl KAMHEH, Mycopa, CTOJI00M CTosiia TbUTh. OJMH 13
pabourx NMpUKPUKHYJ Ha BeHio, 4ToObI TOT yOrpajicsi oT rpexa nogasbiie. M kak pa3 psjoM pyxHyJia
creHa. Bens ot0esxa, 3aBOPOKEHO IJIs/1s1 HA OKYTABIIYIO0 OOJIOMKHM KOPUYHEBYIO IThUIb.

— Tel emmie 31ech, npuaypok?! — 3aopan padouwmii. — 51 xe Tede ckazal...

Bens mprkancs K moaypaspylieHHbIM BopoTaM. EMy XOTenoch CKpBIThCS, /1a He ObLIO CHJ
CIOBHHYTHCS C MECTA. ...

— D10 *e BeHnamuH! — pazpaics psaoM ele oauH roioc. BeHsi yBUIeT BHICOKOTO, KPETKO
couroro MmyxunHy. Kakoe 3Hakomoe Juiio!

— OH... TyT!.. — cepauiics padbouunii.

— la monoxau Tel! — 000pBaJI €ro BHICOKHI MyK4MHA. — DTO cbiH Muxanna MuxaitsoBiya. A
MeHs He y3Hau, Benst? 9 Crenanos ['eopruii [TerpoBuy. [Tpopad. MHoro siet padboTaio 1o HadajaoM
TBOETO OTIIA.

— I'eopruii [lerpoBuy?

— $1 mpuxoaui K BaM, Korja Thl ObLJT COBCEM MaJICHbKUU, Kavyasl TeOs1 Ha HOTe, a Thl MEHS 3BaJl
nsaner Crenou.

— 51 Bac momHI10, — yepe3 cuity yabiOHyscs Bensi, a mpopad ycrano nokavan rojoBOi:

— Hy u pa6otst TyT 6bu10! THI XOTEN YBUIETH MUXxaniaa MuxaitioBuya?

Bens kuBHy1. OH Besib HE MOT CKa3aTh, YTO OKA3aJiCs 3€Ch COBCEM HE B MOMCKAX OTIIA. ..

— Tak b1 onoznan. OH yxe yien/
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Tenepp, Korga cTpax nepeq Maaawiiel CTeHON ¥ IPO3HBIM OKPUKOM pad0oyvero IMpoiies, Ha1o
BBISICHUTb IJIaBHOE, TO, payl Yero OH TyT. BeHsI OCTOPOKHO CrIpOCHIt:

— A Korjia 3akoH4YaTcs padoThI?

— Mps1 noutu Bee 3aBepiind. CTeHbI-TO THUJIbIE, HE JIOM, a PyXJIsiib.

— Xopouo, — 3akuBajl Bens.

— Yro «xoporo»? — He nmoHsi1 CTenaHoB.

— Yo cromasu IOM BCEro 3a OfIMH JIeHb, — Haiesicss BennamuH. — 3aBTpa yxe n30aBuTech OT
HETIPUSTHON padoTHI. ..

— HenpusitHas padora! — paccmestics CrenaoB. — dto Hama [IOCTOAHHAS PABOTA. A
JoMaTh — He CTpouTh. CeroHsl Ha OOHOM OOBEKTe, 3aBTpa — Ha ApyroMm. CerogHsi CTpOMM, 3aBTpa
JIOMaeM.

— Koneuno, — BeHsl MOHsI, 4TO He HeNb3sl TaK IMONAAaTh BIPOCAK, HUKOMY M B TOJIOBY HE
JOJKHO TIPHIATH, YTO OH COOMPAETCsT UCKATh MO OOJIOMKAMHK Pa3pyIIeHHOTro JoMa YepHyio KHUTY.

OH BepHYJICS IOMOH U Cpasy J0CTall Hay4dHO-ucTopruueckuii Tpya Medoaus Bukynosa: «Hcrto-
pust Craporo Ockona». Tak... Crpanura 230. Tyt Bcero nuibs HebombIoi ad3ar! Ad3ail, KOTOPHIi
Bens nepeuntan mHoro pas: «[lo mpeganusam B 3ToM aoMe (MMeeTcst BBUIY JOM, KOTOPBIN paspy-
WA ¥ KyJa NpUXoaui BeHs. — mpum. ABT.) XWJI TO JIM KOJI/IyH, TO JI YUEHBIN, IPOJIABIINI CBOIO
ayury TeMHbIM cuiaM. OH Hamucasn KHUTY, KOTOpyio okpectwin YepHoil. HUKTO He 3Haer, Kakue
CTpAIIIHBIe CEKPETHI P OBeJaTh MUpPY aBTop. OHU rOBOPSIT, YTO TaM 3alM(pPOBaH CEKPET BEU-
HOH MOJIOZIOCTH, APYTUE — HEOr PAHMYEHHOM BJIACTH, TPEThU — OYIITO aBTOP PEIINII BEUHYIO IIPOOIeMy
AIXMMHKOB, TIOKa3aB, KaK U3 PTYTH JI00bIBATh 30710T0. B OMHOM BCe CXOAATCSA: MO3HAB CEKPET KHUTH,
MOXHO TIOJTyYUTh HEOOBIYAHYIO CHITY, HO CHITy — CATAHUHCKYIO.

I'ne Tor KonayH nam y4yeHslid cpsran kaury? B nome? Ha yuactke? 3a ero npeaenamu? A,
MOXET, He ObUIO HUKAKON KHUTH?»

Ho Bensi ¢ ropsiueii, HEOObSCHUMON YBEPEHHOCTBIO BOCKIUKHYIL:

— Omna ectb! U onHa Ha Mecte TOro gomal!

OH omryThiI, KaKk 3Ta CTpaHHasi yBEPEeHHOCTh B CYILECTBOBaHMM UepHOI KHUTH BCE CHIIbHEE
3axBarbiBajia ero. [ je oHa cnpsitaHa?..

Orer o1ATh BEPHYJICS O3HO. BeHs BTOPMYHO MPOKpasicsi HOOIMKe K KyXHe U OJICTYIIa UX
C Matepblo pa3roBop. Muxamn MuxaitioBud ObUT HETOBOJIEH TOCJAEHUMH COOBITUSIMU, OH CUMTAI,
YTO €ro BTSIHYJIM B TEMHYIO HCTOPHIO CO CHOCOM 3araJIoqHoro JioMa. «3Haellb, Pasi, KoMy-TO O4YeHb
CUJIbHO TIOHAJ00MI0Ch 3T0 MecTo. [ToaTromy 1 mosiBuiach opranusanus «CrpaBeyIMBOCTb U TIOPsI-
JIOK», OHA BCeryia Tam, TJie CoBepIuaeTcsi ouepeHoe 6e33akonue. MeHs IpocTo MCHoMb30BaIu! D10
UM C pyK He coiiner. Paguines He TakoB!». JKeHa ycriokanBana ero, yoex/jaia He Biie3aTb B HEHY K-
HBII KOH(JIMKT, I1le HUYero HUKOMY He Jokaxkelb. [lorom Muxawn MuxainoBuu pacckasal, uTo
3aBaJIbl Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEH PacumCTSIT, U OT IoMa He OCTAHETCsI JIake BOCTIOMUHAHUM, TIOCKOJIbKY
cpa3y Ha4HeTCs HOBOe CTPOMTENbcTBO. «Heckomnbko nHei! — ckazan cebe Bens. — Y meHs B 3amace
HECKOJIbKO THEI!»

OH cMor 3aCHYTb J1aJIeKO 3 TIOJTHOYb, HO M BO CHE HE HaIllell MOKosl. UepHasi KHUra Bce BpeMs
ObL1a TIepe/i HUM, TIOKEJITEBIINE CTPAHUILIBI Iy PIIAIA THXO U 3aMaH4YMBO.

Ha cnenyromuii neHr BeHst He cMor HOXAaThCsl KOHIIA 3aHSITUMN, cOeXall C TOCIIEHEN Maphl
Y HampaBWICs K MeCTy paspylieHHoro noma. Ceilyac 371ech CTOsIa TUIIMHA, OMHU PaOOThI 3aKOH-
YHUJIHCh, Apyrue (10 pacuucTKe TEPPUTOPUH) He HAUMHAIMCh. BEeHHaMUH OCMOTpesiCSt U OCTOPOKHO
npoOpasics K rpyae kamueit. [Toonusoctu Hukoro! Hano HaunHath moncku. BeHst punonHsi nepebie
JOCKH, TIOBTOPHB IPO ceOs:

«Y MEHS{ TOJIbKO HECKOJIBKO JHEM».

OH 1mpoBes TYT JOJITHE Yachl, OCMATPUBAI KQXKAYI0 MEJIOYb, IIIyTall 3eMJII0. .. MHOro pas cro-
THIKAJICS, TIAJIAN1 ¥ Jake pa30ml B KpoBb KosleHKH. OiHaKo O0Jb He MOIJIa OCTAHOBUTDH BeHio, OH ee
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MPOCTO He uyBCTBOBaJI. TanHCTBeHHAs1 YepHast KHUTA HEU3BECTHO TJie CTIpsiITAHHAST HEBEIOMBIM yue-
HBIM, O0Jiee TOrO, HEM3BECTHO CYIIIECTBYIOIIASI JIM HA CAMOM JIeJie, He OTITyCKajla ero Hu Ha MUHYTY.
JleHb CMeHUJICSI BeUepoM, Beuep — HOUblo. BeHst mpwuiiiesn 10Moi B IOJTHOM OTYasiHUU, OIHAKO
chenai Bce, YToObl HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI ero coctosiHusl. CBoe mo3/Hee BO3BpallleHue OObSCHUT TeM,
YTO 3aJiepxkajcs y Apyra (FOTOBUJIMCh BMECTE K CEMUHAPY ), UCIIAYKAHHYIO OJIEKAY — BO3BpallleHUEM
Yyepe3 CTPOUTENbHYIO TUIOMIAKY (Tak Kopode!): yras u cuiibHO yiuocs. OH yepes cuity yibloancs,
OTBeYasi Ha BOIPOCHl MaTepy, OYKKMHAJI, XOTS1 UYyBCTBOBAJ OTBpAILIEHHE K eJie, oxenal Pance Anek-
CEeBHE CIIOKOMHOI HOYM U YIIET B CBOI cHajibHIO. Bekope BepHyscss Muxaun Muxaiinosuy. Kak
BCEI/la OH YKMHAJI C CyNpyroi, a BeHs onsaTh nogkpascs K KyxHe U Hanpsr ciyx. Ha ceit pa3 oren
HUYEro He TOBOPHJI O Pa3pyIIEHHOM 3araJJOuHoM JioMe. Jlesio caenaHo, ¥ 0 HeM CJiedayeT 3a0biTh.

Her, Bens He Mor 3a0bITh 0 YepHOU KHUTE, OHA Oe3pa3e/bHO BJIACTBOBAJA U HAJl PACCYIKOM
Y HaJl 9yBcTBaMU. EMy CHIITHCH pa3BasIMHBI IoMa, KaMHH, TOCKU. W BOT, IO Tpy/Ioi KPacHBIX KHUp-
MUYel, OH BIPYT 3aMevaeT 4To-To 4epHoe... Kopemok ¢ommanra! JIpoxammmu ot Bo30yKIeHUS
pykamu Benst kacaercst ero u cibiut: «Bo3bmu Mensi! Ckopee Bo3bMu!» ['0510¢c HEMHOTO XpHILIO-
BaThIi, HO TOT XpHIT BO30ykaaeT eie ooibiee xenanve B3ATb POJIMAHT B PYKMN.

YTpom, BMECTO TOrO, 4TOOBl MATH B MHCTUTYT, BeHMaMUH BHOBb MOMYAJICS K MECTY CBOMX
packornok. Kak 1 BYepa TyT CTosijIa TUILINHA, JIUIIb U3 ABOPOB COCEAHUX JOMOB CIIBIIIAJICS JIal COOAK.
Bens pasrpe6an u pasrpedai 3aBasibl B HAJIEK /1€ OTHICKaTh HEBUJIAHHOE COKpOBUIIE. YTO-TO rpoX-
Hyno psaom!.. OcraTtku pa3pyieHHo creHbl! CTpax Iauics cekyHy, BeHs qaxke He nmogymail, uto
MOT TIOCTPaJaTh.

BHezanHo ero BHMMaHMe NMPUBJIEKJIM rojloca, OHU pa3jaBayiuch Hemoaaieky. U xors Bens B
3Ty MMHYTY HE MOT COCPE/IOTOUMTHCSI HU HAa YeM KpPOME KHUTH, OH HEBOJIBHO BCITYIIAJICS.

— 3HauuT, CErofiHs BCE 3TO HAYHEM pacuMIlaTh?

— Ja. Ckopo npujieT TpaHCIopT. ..

«CKOpO OHM HAYHYT PacUMIATh 3aBaJIbl, U KTO-TO APYroi Hailaer YepHyto KHUTY !»

Bens uyTh He 3akpuuai ot 3n0ctu. Mckars! Ho rae?.. On yxe o6masun 3aech Bee. [lepen ria-
3aMH 3aMeJTbKamy cTpouku Medomus Bukynosa: «JIE TOT KOJIIYH MJIM YUYEHBIN CITP4-
TAJI KHUT'Y? B IJOME? HA YYACTKE? 3A EI'O IMPEAEJIAMU? A, MOXET, HE BblJIO
HUKAKOI KHUTU?»

...HE BbIJIO HUKAKOV KHUTH?..

HE BbUIO!

«Bpaku! Ona — ECTb!»

PacnaBmasicst creHa mpezcTaBiisijia coO0M rpydy OMTBHIX KpacHbIX Kupnuueid. Buezanno Benu-
aMuH BCIOMHMI cBoii co. TToq KPACHBIMU KMPITMYAMU TOPUYUT YEPHBIN KOPEIIIOK
®OJIMAHTA.

Bens pacmseipuBan kycku kuprmuent. [me?! I'me?! A ronoca yxe 61m3Ko, paboure 3axXoasT
Ha TEPPUTOPHIO YUACTKA.

Uro-TO IEHCTBUTEIBHO TIOKA3aJI0Ch 32 TPYAON KpacHOro mycopa... KHura B uepHoii oOoxke!

— DI, mapeHb, — NOCBIAJCS pe3Kui rojioc. — Thl UTO TYT Aesaelb?

Bens ysxe packomnait (posMaHT, CXBaTUII €r0, CIIpsITal O KypTKoi. U TonbKo mociie 3toro odep-
HyJicsi. HeBbICOKMIA KOPEHACTBIN MYKUMHA JIET TPUILATH, C MEJIKUMU KyAPSIIKaMHu OEJIbIX BOJIOC
CMOTpEJT Ha Hero OTHIOAb HE APYKETOOHO.

—41... ceituac yiny... — 3a6opmotain Bens.

— Ja yx, ymatbiBaid. 31ech UIYT paOOTHI.

U Gonbiie Hruero He ckasan. Huvero He 3anogo3puit! Bens ObicTpo yien. OH HU CEKYHIIBI He
COMHEBAJICS], UTO HalleJ UMEHHO Ty camylo UepHyio KHUry.

Ckopee nomoit!
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OH 3aniepcs B CBOel KOMHaTe, 10CcTasl (DOJTMAHT; OOHAPYKUB, YTO KHUTA BCS B TIBUIH, TIATEILHO
npoTep ee. 3aTeM MocMoTpelt Ha 00NoKKy. HazBaHMsI y KHUTH HET, BMECTO HETrO KpacyeTcsl 30JI0ThIM
THCHeHHeM OykBa «B», a moJ] Heil — MOBEPHYTHII BHU3 TPEYTOJIbHUK.

— «B»? IloBepHYTHIN BHU3 TPEYTobHUK ?.. YTO BCe 3TO 03HavaeT? — mpodopMoTast Bensi.

OH coOupasicsi OTKPHITh KHUTY, HO BIPYT OIIYTHJI AUKOE cepaiieOneHne, Oroub cTpaxa nepem
HeBeioMbIM kapko onami Berwo. Kuura naseizaercs YEPHOI !

HeoxuaanHblil cTyK B IBEpb 3aCTaBUJI €r0 B3IpOrHYyTh. Benen 3a 3TUM mocislmancs rojoc
MarTepu:

— Bens, ThI yero 3anepcs?

BenuamuH 3ameTascst o KOMHaTe, UIlla MecTo, Kyaa Obl CipsTaTh KHUTY. BoT B 9TOT mikad. . .

— Bena?!..

— Ceituac, Mmama, — BeHst Bceraa HaXOqWICS B CIMIIIKOM CUJIBHOM 3aBUCUMOCTU OT POAUTEJIEH,
Y B CBOM BOCEMHA/IIIATh YYBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 IOTHOCTBIO OE33aIIUTHBIM Mepei HUMHU.

— Tel nouemy 3anep ABeps? — NOBTOPUIIA MaTh.

— 4... 4 Xorei moOLITh OUH.

Panca AnexceeBHa BHUMATEIBHO ITOCMOTPEIA HA ChIHA:

-V 1e6s HenpusTHOCTH?

— Her! C yero bl B3s11a?

— A MHe Kaxercsl — HepusATHOCTH. B unctutyTe?

Hano 6b1710 cpovHO cripoBagnuTh MaTh. A Kak 3T0 caesnaTh? TOMbKO OHUM CIIOCOOOM: TIOJIBIT-
pbIBas eil.

— Inoxo oTBeTn Ha cemuHape. Ho s1 peaOmmTupyioch.

— IousrHo. ITopsiB TBOM onoOpsio. Caguck, rotoBbesi. Y Hevero 3akpbiBaTh JBEPb.

— Mawma! — Hacynuiics Bens.

— JlagHo, moctymnaii, Kak 3Haenb. Ho 4ToObl 0TIy HE MPHUIILUIOCH 3a TeO0s1 KPacHETb.

— He nipupertcs1, — noobeman Bens u 3axonHyn aBepb. YepHbiil (poIMaHT BHOBb ObLT B €r0
pykax. Bensi mocmotpen Ha 0OJIOKKY H... 3amep. EMy mokasasnock Oyaro oHa — 3epKaJibHasi, U OH
BUJIUT B Hell cBoe oTpaxeHue. KOHOIIA CIIIOTHYIT CITIOHY M OLITYTHJI, KaK TYJIKO 3a0MJIOCh Cepaile.

B cnenymomuii MOMEHT OH XOTeJ BHIOPOCUThH KHUTY. .. HET, Jydlle cxedb. OIHaKO mepes ri1a-
3aMU BO3HHKJIa Bepa — HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KpacHBasi M COBEpILIEHHO Oe3pa3inyHas K BeHnamuny.

«Her yx, g 3arsany!»

OH 0CTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICS TIEPBOM CTPAHMIIBI, M OHA, TOHKO HIeJecTsiasi, OyaTo cama rnepesep-
HyJack. BeHs npounran:

«Tbl, oTKpbIBLIMI MOI0 KHUTY BeuyHOCTH, MPUKOCHEIILCS K TallHaM, O KOTOPBIX J10CENe HE UME
TIOHSATHSI, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE CBOU 3HAHUS M OMBIT. ThI MOCTUTHEIIh HACTIaXJEHHEe, MOTYIIIECTBO, Oe3-
IPaHUYHYIO BJIACTh HaJl JTOAbMU. Thl OCTUTHENIb T1aBHOE TaUHCTBO Ha cBeTe — BEUHOCTD».

Bens nepeBepHya crpanuity. [lepen HuM — nepBast miaBa ¢ Ha3BaHueM: «DpoTuka. Hacnaxae-
HUe 0e3 rpaHull».

IOHomIa 1MX0pagouHO MPONKCTHYI CTPAHMILY U YBHUE] HECKOJIBKO LBETHBIX JIMTOrpaduil, Ha
KOTOPBIX N300paKeHbl PE3BAIIMECS HA 3€IEHOM JIyTy OOHaKeHHBIE KeHIMHBL. [10100HpIMY Belamu
ceilyac He yIUBHIIIb HUKOTO, J1aXe JeBCTBeHHMKA BeHio, BTaiiHe oT poautesnel aucrapiiero «Ilnei-
60i1», «[lenTxay3» WM MpocMaTpUBAIOIIETO HOUHBIE SpOTUYECcKUe porpaMmel. Ho cierka 3agepxkan
Ha «HUMax» B30p, IOHOIIA TIOHSUI, YTO OHM OcoOeHHbIe. VX 11a3a Tak cMoTpesu Ha BeHio, TO4HO
OHHU. .. )KUBBIE.

— JKuBbie? — mpoGOpMOTAIT IOHOIIIA.

B nmep3kux rmazax oOHaXeHHBIX HUM( BCIIBIXMBAJIM MUCKPHUCTbIE OTOHBKH, KOTOPBIC JKAJIIIH
Benro B camoe ceptie. MHOXECTBO JIACKOBBIX PYK MOTSIHYJIOCH K HEMY; HEOOBIYAiHO TIPUSATHBIEC apo-
Marthl 3alIeKOTaIM HOC. BeHsl 3aTpsic TONOBOM, MBITasich OCBOOOAUTHCS OT HABAXKICHHS, HO OHO HE
npoxoguio. Hao6opot, Bens onrytun pyku HUM$ Ha CBOEM TeJie, IAJIOBIUBbIE MaJTbYUKA CHUMAJIH

10



A. Brnagumupos. «Illoy 3710Benmx CKa304YHUKOB»

C Hero ofiekay. .. OT HEOXKUJAHHOCTH U CTpaxa OH 3aTpereTall, XOTeJl 3aXJIONHYTh KHUTY, OHAKO OHA
cTaJia TSDKEJION, TOYHO IPAHUT, HU OJTHY CTPAaHMILY IEpEeBEPHYTh ObLIO HEBO3MOXKHO. A HEXHbBIE PyUKU
MIPOHMKAJIU JaJibllle, Jajiblie, Kacasach ero miaoTh. CTpax I0HOLIM OTCTYINII, BMECTO HETO BCIBIXHYJIO
IMKOE 9pOTUYECKoe BO30YKAEeHHE, TOI0Ba 3aKpyKIIach, BeHs 1 He 3aMeT1, Kak KOMHATa ¢ ee OKpY-
KAIOIIMMHU TIPeIMETaM1 PaCTBOPUIIACH, M OH OKA3aJICsl HA OTPOMHOM 3€JICHOM JIYTY, Iie Oe3MSATEeKHO
Urpajay Harve Kpacasuibl. Tereps 1 BeHst Obul 0OHaeH, ero poT 0e3 KOHIIA OTBeYasl Ha ropsiuue
TIOIEJTYH, SI3BIK CHaYaJla HeyMeJlo, IIOTOM Bee OoJiee MCKYCHO IeKOTal odepeanHyio naptHepiry. Kpa-
CaBUIIbl CTOHAJIH, TIPU3bIBas ero K cede. O/lHa U3 HUX C KOMTHOM OTHEHHO-PBIKHUX BOJIOC pa3/IBUHYJIA
HOTH ¥ TOMHO Tiporrentania: «Mnu ko Mue, Bens!». OH ObU10 OpOCHIICS K HEld, HO BTOpast )KSHIIHA C
OJIMBKOBBIM IIBETOM KOKHM BbITHYJIach TOUHO naHTepa: «Her, ko mHe! Ko MHe!». Bens cxoaun ¢ yma
Y OT OTHEHHO-PbIKEH, M OT MYJIaTKH, U OT OEJIOKYpPOI CKaHAWHABKH, U OT MOCTOSTHHO OOTM3bIBAIOIIEH
ryObI TIBIIITHOTPYION, PO30BOIIEKOH AeBHIbl. Kopoue, oH cxogui ¢ yma oto Beex! OH pactepsiics,
roJIOBa KPYKUJIach CHJIbHEW U criibHe. OH KyAa-TO MOBAJIUJICS. . .

Korma Benst ounysics, TO MOHST, YTO JISKUT HA quBaHe. EMy moTpe6oBasoch HECKOIBKO MUHYT
YTOOBI BCIIOMHUTD BCe... UepHasi KHUTa Jiexkasa HelaleKo, OTKPBITasi Ha TOW ke cTpaHuie. «MHe
MOYYIWIOCh», — CKa3zall cebe BeHs, HO OnATh pa3jajics TUXHUIA CMEX KpacaBWII, CKBO3b KOTOPBIN
SIBCTBEHHO CJIBIIIAJIOC:

— ITO TOJIBKO HavyaJIo!

Tenepsb yxe Bensi He 60sicst uX, HAOOOPOT, OH OTYASTHHO XKakKIaJl HOBBIX JIOOOBHBIX MIPHILL.
BarsiHyB Ha 3acThiBIIME Ha JUTOrpadu (PUrypel, OH CPbIBAIOIIMMCS TOJI0COM CITPOCHIL:

— Korna 6yner nponomkenue?!

Emy nukTto He orBetmi. Torna BeHnaMuH nepeBepHyII ClIAYIONIYIO CTPAHUILY, HO Ha HEll He
ObLIIO HY PUCYHKOB, HA (PMIIOCO(CKUX Pa3MBIIIICHUH, HA apOpru3MOB, HU ITUTAT. TOMNBKO 10 GesoMy
JIMCTY, TOYHO KaIUISIMU KPOBHU, PACION3aIUCh OYKBbI, COSAMHSIIONINECS B TPO3HOE MPEAYNIPEkKICHUE:

«Croit! He cmeit uaru ganeine! Thl HE cMOXKeEIIb NOAHATHCS Ha CIELYIOIIYIO CTYIEHb, MOKa
MOJTHOCTBIO HE UCCJIeIoBaJT TIepBYI0, Moka He uctibitai Bee craguu HACJIAKIIEHUA. OcranoBucs,
WY TIOTHOHEIIIb | »

Bens nepenyrascsi u BEpHYJICS K «PE3BAIIMMCS Ha JIYTy J€BYIIKaM». Te BHOBb JIyKaBO CMOT-
peJM Ha Hero U LIeNTalIu:

— ... BonHous... B noyiHoYb. ..

[TorsiHynuCh TOCKJIMBBIE Yachl OXUIAHUS MOIYHOUM. BeHs BOPYr OLIyTWI pas3jipakeHue OT
BCETO, YTO €ro OKPYKajo: OT 000KaEMBIX POIUTENEH, OT CIIYKHUBIIETO B IOME 100pOro YIpaBJIsiio-
niero Onera BacuibeBruya u ero cynpyru SKOHOMKH AJieKcaHpbl I pUropbeBHbI, OT HEU3MEHHOTO
Apyra — KOMIbIOTepa, OT 3BOHKOB OJHOKYPCHHUKOB. ECTeCTBEHHO, OH M He TIOyMaJl CecTh 3a y4eo-
HUKY. [IpexHsIst KU3Hb NOKa3anach BeHe yauBUTENBbHO CKYYHOU, cepoid. O01eHne ¢ 00HaKeHHBIMU
KpacaBULIAMH C JIMTOrpacuu NEpeBEpHyYJI0 Bee B ero ayiie. CTpemileHne K HaclaxIeHUI0 JOBOAUIIO
€ro J0 COCTOSIHMSI yMOIIOMPA4Y€HHsl, XOTEJIOCh KpUUaTh U BbITh OT OXKU/IaHUSI HOBOU BCTpeun !

OH cipiman 60l HACTEHHBIX YacoB, CIBIIIAN, KaK BMECTE C 3TUM OOEM CTYYUT €ro Cepale.
OpuHHAIATh, TIOJIOBUHA JABEHAALATOTO... Pomutenu (dept Obl X moOpai!) 3anum B KOMHATy K
CbIHY, YTOOBI TTOKENaTh CIOKOWHON HOYH.

— Kakoii-1o Tbl HeBecesblil cerofus, — npomosBuil Muxann MuxainoBuy.

— 4 tebe roBopuia, — ckazana Panca AjnekceeBHa. — Y Hero HENMPUSTHOCTH, a OH HE XOYeT
roBopuTb. Bens, kto Tebe Onmxe Bcex? Ponutenu! [lymaens, s moBepuia, 4To Thl IEpeKUBACIIb U3~
3a HEYJJauHOT'O OTBETA Ha CEMUHApe. . .

«Kak ux orcrona cripoBaguts?!..»

— YV MeHs Bce B NOpsZIKE, — OTYASIHHO BTOJIKOBBbIBaJI ponuTessM Bens. Crapmuil Panuiies
IIpUces K HEeMy Ha KpOBaTh:

— 3Haelb, YTO 5 MOLYMAJl: B CJIEJyIOLIee BOCKPECEHBE /1aBail MaXHEM Ha 03€p0, Ha MOIBOJHYIO
pbIdanKy?
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Bens 060%aJt MoIBOAHYI0 pHIOANIKY, OIHAKO TEreph OHA €ro HUIyTh He Tpesiblaia.

— Pan, ceiHOK?

— QOuenp, namna, — BeHs1 HACKOJIBKO MOT PacTsIHYJI TYOBI B YJIBIOKE.

— Bot u ommnuno. Crin!

Poaurenu HakoHen ynuu, 1y BeHu BbIpBasicsi paIOCTHBIN B3/10X. Byab IPOKIIST OOBIIEHHBIH
nenb! OH xaan uHoro. .. JKaan ¢ Hereprnienuem! B TeMHOTe He BUTHO HU CTPEJIOK YacoB, HU 1udep-
Onara. [lonoBuHa JBEHAIIATOrO AABHO MPOOMIIA, HO KOTJa Yackl OTCTydYar MoaHOub? MoXeT, OHU
OCTAHOBWJIUCH, CJIOMAJIUCH?

[Tpo3Byuan 10arox/AaHHBIA METOAUYHbIN 3BOH! BeHs1 BCKOUMIT ¢ KPOBATH, BKJIIOUMIJI HOUHUK,
Opocuics K KHure. JKpuiisl JII0OBU yKe JKIaJIM €ro M TYT K€ 3aBJIEKJIM B OMYT HOBBIX HEBEPOSITHBIX
crpacreil. Tenepb oHM Besin BeHIo 10 y3KMM TPONMHKAM CpeAy OrPOMHBIX KOCTPOB, TUIaMsi KOTO-
PHIX B3IBIMAJIOCh K YepHOMY HOYHOMY HeOy. BHe3anmHO OHM OpOCHIIHCH MPSIMO B OTOHb, yBJIEKast
ero 3a codoit. FOHoIa He ycren axe UCIyraTbCsl U MBICIEHHO PachpoliaThes ¢ kKu3Hbo. [Tnams
HE IPUYMHIIO eMy Bpe/a; Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE OH TOHSUI, YTO HAXOOUTCS B IEHTPE OTHEHHOTO KOJbIIa
PSIOM ¢ OOJIBIIMM KPAaCHBIM IIaTpoM. M3 3TOro marpa BhIIILIA KEHIIMHA B IIIJIEME, C XJIBICTOM; Ha
Hell ObUIa JIMIb KPOXOTHAs HaOeApeHHas MoBsi3Ka. KeHIrHa paccekia XJIBICTOM BO3AYX U CTaja
npubmkarbes K Bene. CypoBoe JHIo, CBEpKaIoIIUe 3710 TJia3a, IMEeKy NepeceKkas mpam, KOTOPHIi,
KaK HU CTPaHHO, BbI3BaJl y BeHU NpuiiMB JUKOM CEKCyabHOM CTPACTH.

— Tor Mol pad! — 3axoxoTasa KeHImHa. — Thl Oyaents HCoMHATL Mou Tipuxotu! Bee 1o enu-
Ho!

XubicT 006BUI Teio BeHu, KOTOpwIii 00e3yMert oT 00M U CTpacTu oqHoBpeMeHHO. OH Gosiics
JKEHIIHBI C XJILICTOM U OoJiee JKU3HU XOTes ObITh ee padoM! OHa MpoTsAHYIA HOTY, TPUKA3aB JTN3aTh
ee, OH TYT e IIPUIaJ K CTyITHe rydaMu, ITOTOM, KaK caMmylo CIaKyIo Belllb Ha CBETe, 00JIM3aIl KaxX bl
ee MaJIbuvK.

— IIponomxkaii, pad, — KpUKHYJIA KEHIIMHA, BTOPUYHO OrpeB BeHI0 XJIbICTOM.

Bens Gnarogapui ee 3a Bce YHHKEHHS, KOTOPBIM OHA €ro MoJBepraa, 3aTo Mocyie KaxIoro
TAKOTO YHUYMKEHHSI TOCHIOKA MO3BOJIsIa €My TMOJHUMAThCS Bhille U Bhiie. Ho TyT miers oOBuiIa
€ro IIel0 TaK, YTO OH CTaJI 33/IbIXaThCsl.

— TbI roTOB yMepeThb 32 BBICIIMH MUK OakeHcTBa?

— Ha! Ja! a!

OH /1eficTBUTEIIHEHO FOTOB OBbLT yMEpETh Ha MeCTe, M TOYHO HEMCTOBBIN IIIaXUJI, CTOPETh B OKPY-
JKaIOLIEM KPAaCHOM ILJIAMEHH.

— Ha! Ja! a!

Harpaoit emy ObUT 1 HE3KHAsI KOXKa TPy, U YIIPYTHI )KUBOT, U CKPHITOE MEXy HOT' BOJIIIEO-
HOE JIOHO JII0OBU, B KOTOpPOE BOIIUIA ero TioTh. Teno Benn Oyaro 3a6usock B KOHBY/IbcHsiX. Huko-
I71a B )KM3HU OH HE UCTIBITHIBAJI U THICSTYHOM JI0JIM TIOA0OHOTO O1axkeHCTBa. OH TOTOB OBUT YMEpETh B
0OBATHAX 37T00HOM U 10 HEBO3MOKHOCTH TPHUBJIEKATETbHON UCTSA3aTEIbHULBI!

Kaxercsi, oH moTepsi co3HaHMe. A KOrJa O4HYJICS, YBHIEN, YTO KOCTPHI JaBHO MOTaciu, YTo
HET HU KeHIIMHBI, HU maTpa. Ho ocrasics 3aMaH4MBBIN JIyT TAMHCTBEHHOTO MHpa, TJie BBIOLIAsICS
y3KOM 3MeNKOH Tpona 3a3biBajia BeHio B HensBecTHOCTh. FOHOIIA TpUIoAHsIICS, Olylias, Kak CHJIbI
€ro pacTyT ¢ KaxJou MuHyTOM. Ha BCsikuid cityyail mocMoTpest Hazall, B CTOpoHy cBoero [poriuioro;
€ro 3aKpblj1 I'YCTOR-TIPETyCTOM JIEC. ..

Ho Bens u He cTpeMuiicsi Ha3a/l, OH YXOAWI B CTpaHy Oe3ylepKHOTO HACIaXAEHHsI; TIO3HAB
YHUKEHHE, OH TeTeph CTPEMUJICS MoBeseBath. M BOT yxe HoBast HUM(a, UCTIOHSIONIAS B 9TOM KOIII-
MapHOM CIIEKTaKJIe pojib paObIHU, CMEsICh, U3JIeBasICh HaJl IOBEPUYMBBIM IOHOIIIEH, YBJIEKJA €r0 B CBOM
OO0BATHUS. ..

VY1pom Muxann MuxaitnoBuu u Pauca AjiekceeBHa Jjaxe MPEACTaBUTh HE MOIJIM, YTO BUASAT
niepen; coOO COBEpIIEeHHO MHOTO BeHio. 3a cTooM OH BEKJIMBO YIIbIOAsICs, 00elan HaBeCTH MOopsi-
JOK B KOMHaTe, IJIaBHOE, MOPaJoBaTh POAUTENEH CBOMMH ycrieXaMu B MHCTUTYTe. OJJHAKO HUKTO He
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MpeICTaBIslI, YTO TBOPUTCS B ero ayuie! PoauTenbckuii 1oM ¢ €ro KOHCEpBAaTUBHBIMM HOPSIKAMU
craut u1si BeH mpocToO HEBBIHOCKHM, MPEBPATHIICS B TIOPbMY, U3 KOTOPOW HYKHO TIOCKOpee yOeKaTh.
He Haxomuit OH YCTIOKOEHHS M B MHCTUTYTE: CJIOBA JIEKTOpa Oy/ITO TasyIi B BO3yXe, HU HA CEKYH/Ty
He 3a/lepkUBasich B €ro rojose. OH OToLIEN OT AEMPECCUU JIMIIb TOT/A, KOTa BEUEPOM HAIPaBUIICS
B U3BECTHOE 3aBe/IeHNe HeKoel rocrnoxu BronerTsl. Tam kJaiu ero peaibHbIe KPUIlbl TIOOBU.
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I'naBa BTOpas
Bropoi co0Jsa3H

B xotopblii yxe pa3z BeHs nbitaics BCaymaTbcss B MOHOTOHHYIO Pedb CTaporo ceoro rnpodgec-
COpa, CWJISICh XOTb YTO-TO MOHSTh, HO CMBICH JIEKIMM OCTaBajcs Il Hero HepocTynHbM. CTeHa
MeXJy MUPOM, B KOTOPOM OH PEaJIbHO CYIIECTBOBAJ M CTPAHOW HACIIAXAEHUIA, TJIe OH KW TallHO,
HO SIBHO, CTAaHOBHJIACh BCe MoIIHee. BeHsl BCMOMHMII CBOe TepBOe MOCEIeHre MyOIuYHOro 0Ma,
BCTIIOMHIWJI XO3SIHKY, yXke TOXWIYIO KeHIIMHY, C JIIOOONBITCTBOM CMOTPEBIIYI0 Ha BeHI0 CKBO3b
CTEKJIa OYKOB. YiKe JBa Mecsla BeHs HaHOCWII BU3BUTH B €€ 3aBEAECHUE, HO JI0 CUX IOp HE 3Hall
ee Hactosiero umenu. Kakas pasauia! ITycts ocraercs «rocroxoit Buonerroit». I1aBHoe, 4To €
TIOMOIIIBIO ee KpuI] JToOBU BeHs mo3Han cample W3OLIPEHHBIE CEKCyallbHble UTPbL. Ternepb OH ObLT
TBEPIO YBEPEH, UTO KEHIIMHA — CBOE0OPA3HOE CYIIECTBO, CO3JAHHOE MCKIIIOUMTEIBHO IS YOBIIE-
TBOPEHUSI IPUXOTEN MYKUMHBI.

HO 4TO XE 'OBOPUT JIEKTOP?

OkxkazpIBaeTcsi, OH 00paTUJICs KOHKPETHO K BeHnamuHy. YepHble 171a3a crapika BOMPOCHTEIBHO
CMOTpEJIM Ha «YIIEAIIEero B ce0s» CTyJeHTA.

— Hy-c, Mmononoii yesioBek, MOBTOPUTE MOIO MOCTIeTHION (pazy.

Bens Bckoum1, mpoOOPMOTAIT UTO-TO HEBPa3yMUTEIbHOE, MPodheccop MoKavYasl roJoBOM:

— Ha nexuum xopsat He meurarth, a usyvarb npeamer. Cagurech. W 3aroMHuTe: 1pu Takom
OTHOIIIEHUH K JIeJIy BaM CECCHIO HE CIIaTh.

— Sl ucripaBmock. — BeHst BUHOBATO BTSHYJI rOJIOBY B Iieun. [Ipodeccop yxe Oosbiiie He CMOT-
e B €ro CTOPOHY M MPOJIOJIKAT YTO-TO OOBSICHSATh, PUCYs HA AOcKe. BeHsi crapasicsi oTOPOCHTH CBOM
MeUTaHUs U BCe-TaKU BHUKHYTH B IpeaMeT. Ho ¢ ykacoM MoHs1, 4To cAesarh 3Toro He cMosker. Bo-
TIEPBBIX, OH YK€ COMJICS C MBICJIH, TIPOITYCTHB MUMO YIIIeH OOJBIINYIO YacTh JIEKIIUH, BO-BTOPHIX. .. O,
9TO CTpAIITHOE «BO-BTOPbIX»! OH MOHSLI, YTO aHATOMUSI, KaK HayKa, eMy Oe3paznudHa. Bripouem, He
MHTEPECYIOT €r0 U JIoOble APyrue MpeaMeThl. 3aX0TeI0ch TYT ke yOexkaTb U3 ITOro 3aja, coexarb 13
uHcTuTyTa BooOIIe! Kyna?.. KoHeuHo e, B 3aBejieHHe rOCrioxku BHOMETTHI.

Bensa €Ba CIIPaBUJICA C OXBATHUBIINM €TI0 ITIOPbIBOM. Ho BOBpPEM:A BCIIOMHUJI O MOCJIEACTBHUAX
¥ BO3MOKHOM HEMPHUSATHOM pasroBope ¢ otioM. OH aymaji IMeHHO 00 OTIIe, C KOTOPbIM B TOCIIEI-
Hee BpeMsl Y HUX YCTAaHOBWJIMCh «OCOOO TETUIble OTHOIIeHUs». Muxana MUuXaijloBU4y U B TOJIOBY
HE MOIJIO TIPHIATH, 4TO BeHs Kakaoe yTpo MPOHMKAET B ero KaOMHET, JOCTaeT OyMaXHUK U OepeT
HeMHoro JieHer. COBceM HEMHOTO, YTOOBI pACCESTHHBIN apXUTEKTOP HE 3aMETUJI, HO JOCTATOYHO IS
CBOETO OYEPEIHOTO MOCEIICHHsT TIOOBEOOUTbHBIX JEBHUI] FOCTIOKRU BHONETTHI.

— A 310pOBO 51 HayYHJICS THOPUTD Y HEro AEHbIU, — YAbIOHY/ICS BennamuH.

Emre HemaBHO OH ObI M HE TIOMBICTIMUI UTO-TMOO YKpacTh Y OTIA WJIM Marepu, ceiiyac BeHs
JIMIIb CMesIJICS HaJl CBOEH IMpekHeH MIeNneTHIbHOCThI0. [loueMy Obl MIJIOMY Harovyke HEMHOTO He
MoACIMTLCA C pOAHBIM CBIHOYKOM, HE OIUIATUTL €0 HEBUHHLIC AJIOCTH?

Jlekims 3akoHYMIIaCh, OCHOBHASI Macca CTYAEHTOB MOTSHY/IACh K BBIXOIY, HO Bepa, kak crapo-
CTa, MOMNpOCUIIa TPyNIly HEHAJOITO 3a7epKaTbCsl. BeHs ocrancs BMecTe co BCEMHM, He MpeICTaBIsis,
0 YeM MOXeT UITH pedb. OKa3bIBACTCs, PEIIUIN OOCYIUThH €ro.

— Pebsita, — obparmnachk kK cokypcHuKaMm Bepa, — Hasio mogymars o HaieM ToBapuiie Benna-
MuHe. OH cTasl OTcTaBaTh MO BCEM IIpPeAMETaM, Y HETO Macca «XBOCTOB». Eciu Jeno tak noujer u
JaJiblle, ero OTYUCIIAT.

— Hy u ut0, — Bo3pasuia ee noapyxka lOnus — tosncras, HekpacuBasi JeBUOHKA. — Yero Ham
aymarthb 3a Hero? HaxBaTasn «XBOCTOB», ITCTh UCIIPaBJIsi€T. A He UCTIPaBUT. .. «Kak Moo ciyunrbscs
— [IPAMO Ha TPaHULYy...».

— Tlonoxau, — octaHOBWI ee BUKTOp, BBICOKUI OJIOHIVH, CIIOPTCMEH, CUUTABIIMIACS CAMbIM

KpYThIM Ha Kypce. BeHsi, 1a u octasibHble, He 0e3 OCHOBaHMSI CUMTAIM, 4To Bepa He paBHOAYyIIHA
14
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K BukTopy, Kak BrpouyeM, U OH K Hell. — Bepa npaBuiibHO cKa3aja: OH Hail ToBapuill. HaunHan o
XOPOIIIO, MEPBYI0 CECCHIO CHAT TPOCTO YOOIHO. A Tereps... YTo-To y Hero mpousonuio. BeHs, yro
CJIy4rJIOCh?

— Huuero, — 6ypkHyn BennamuH.

— Mozxer, oH BioOwmIcs? — paccMmesiachk Bepa. — [Tpu3HaBaiics!

Bens ¢ Tpynom croepikai BoHeHHE M He Bbiiani ce0s. HecMoTps Ha moydyaemMoe um n3oouiie
«JToOBU» B 3aBEJICHNH rOCTIOKU BrosneTTsl, 4yBcTBa K Bepe no-npesxkHeMy ocTaBaJIMCh OY€Hb CHJTb-
HBIMHU.

— Tak BrmoOUICSA WM HeT? — MOIXBAaTUJI IIYTJIMBBIN Jornpoc Bukrtop.

— Her, — mocnenmt orBeTuTh Beng.

— Torna B uem xe geno?

Hano 6b110 uto-TO OTBeuath UM. Tomnbko — uTo? He packphiBarh ke TallHy CBOMX TOXOIOB B
obutenb moOBuU. [ToaTOMY OH MOKAaJ MJIeYaMU U TUXO MTPOU3HEC:

— He ycnesato. Het ciocoGHOCTET.

— Panpirie 6bi1H, a Tereps BAPYT He ctayio? — s3BuTebHO 3aMernia H0ns. Ho, B ommuume ot
Hee, OCTaJIbHBIE CTY/IEHThl OTHOCUJIUCH K BeHe Herioxo. CKpOMHBII TUXHiA TAPEHb, CbIH YBaKaeMOTO
B I'OPOJI€ YeJIOBEKA.

— JlaBaiiTe eMy nomoxem, — rpeaioxui Bukrop. — Kto-To nozanumaercsi ¢ HUM.

— Ja, na, — mpodopmotan BeHsi, KOTOpbI Bee ke OOsIICS OTUUCTICHUS U TTOCIIEAYIOIIEro MpH-
3piBa B apMuio. — [lomorute mue. §1 oronaropapio.

— Kak tebe He cThiiHO! — Bo3myTriack cHadana Bepa, a 3atem u ocraibHble. — [laxke B Hare
BpeMs He Bce n3MepsieTcs AeHbramu. Mul momoskeM TeOe, motomy uto Tel — HAIII TOBAPUIIL.

— Kro Bo3bMeT HecuacTHOro BeHeuky Ha nmopyku? Bo3bMeT OT U30bITKA JPYKECKUX YyBCTB? —
nouHTepecoBasiach FOns. — § cpa3y oTKa3bIBaloCh.

— Tebst HUKTO U HE MPOCUT, — MaxHyJ pykoil Buktop. — be3 Te0s Haiinercst noOpasi aynia.
7Kanp, uro y MeHs B Ommkaiiiiee BpeMsi COpeBHOBaHHMS. 3aT0 y HAC ecTh... Bepa.

— 41?7 — BOCKJIUKHYJIA IEBYIIIKA.

— KoneuHo, — noaresepansi BUKTOp, a 3a HUM U Jpyrue CTyaeHThl. — Thl y HAC U CTapocTa, U
OTJIMYHHULIA.

— Xoporiio, — 00peveHHo B310xHYyIa Bepa, — s cortacHa. BeHs omy T, Kak Bce BHYTPH Y HETO
3aroJIbIXajio, ¥ TPYAHO cTajio awimark. [Jo yero xe emy Bepa HpaBurcs!

Koraa nokupanu aynuropuio, Buktop o6Hs1 Bepy 3a reun, BeHst TOCKJIMBO muiesnicst ciieom.
Tenepsb ero pazbenasa 371as peBHOCTb: HAJIO ke, 00HUMAIOTCs1! BUKTOp HE cUMTaeT ero 3a COnepHUKa,
BOOOIIIE He CTaBUT HU B rpomi! Cam MpeayioKul 3TH 3aHTHUSI.

Bens HepBHO 3acMesicsi: BOT M Xopoio! BUKTOp noruiatutcs 3a cBolo OecrieyHOCTh M caMo-
YBEPEHHOCTb.

IlepBoe 3aHsATHE OHYM NTPOBENU B ayIUTOPUU. BeHs ciibllan ee HeXXHO Kypualluil rojoc, ¢ Tpy-
JOM BHHKAasi B CMBICJI CJIOB. MexaHMuecKu MOBTOPsiI ee (ppasbl, 4acTo IyTascs, BbI3biBast y Bepsl
BO3ITIACH] HEIOBOJILCTBA:

— Heyxemu Tak TpynHo 3aniomHuTh? I1o-MoeMy, Thl JyMaellb O PYrOM.

— Her, Her, — npumupuTesipHO NpotecToBasl BeHs. — fl Beap roBOpWII: MHE TPYIHO JaeTcs
MaTepuaJl.

OH Bce-Taky coOpajicsi C MBIC/ISIMU U TIepecKasa cogepikaHue 3aHATHs. Bepa KuBHyna:

— O1mmuHo, Tak aepxars. S nomuia.

Y Benu, KOTOPBIH yke MpUoOpesT HaXaJIbCTBO C JKEHIIIMHAMY U3 3aBe/IeHr s BHONETTHI, CJIOBHO
OTHSIJICS SI3bIK. A Be/Ib OH TaKk MeuTaJl cKa3aTb eil: «f mpoBoxy». Ho, ecrecTBeHHO, He cKkazal. ..
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[Ipuns nomoi, oH ynan B KpoBaTh U 3apbliajl OT 3JI0CTH. B TOT MOMEHT OH jymall TOJBKO
o Bepe, Hu Kk Kako#l rocroxe Buoserte He moresn, TOOOBHBIE UIPHI C IEBULIAMH U3 OOpIeNsi ero
paszapaxainu.

Bepa, Bepa, HeoctynHas meura!

On onsate Bciomaw, kak Buktop OBHAJI EE 3A TIJIEUU. Bens toraa ckasan cede, 4To
CUACT/IMBBIN TepPOH MOTUIATUTCS 32 OECIIEYHOCTh M CAMOYBEPEHHOCTb, HO. ..

HO EMY HE KOHKYPUPOBATbD C BUKTOPOM!

OpHO 1e710 — IeBOYKHU, KOTOPBIE 32 JICHBI'Y TIPOJAIOT JTI0O0BH JTIOOOMY: 0€3yCOMY COTUISIKY VJTH
pasBpaitieHHoOMYy cTapity. [pyroe neno Bepa — HenmpucTyIiHas KperocTh!

Bens Bapyr BcrioMHm1 o YepHoil KHUTe, BAPYT OHA MY TIOMOXET?

Emy nokazanock, 6ynro kaura PACKPBIJIACh CAMA. Packpbuiach Ha TOM K€ CTPaHHUIIE C
JKEHILMHAMY, BECEJIAIIMMUCS Ha 3€JIeHOM JIyry. KeHIIMHbI 3aCMEsINCh, YTO-TO 3arienTaiu Bene.
[Mermot 6bUT TUXKMIA-THXMIA, OMHAKO BeHst Bce paccibimain. U Toxke 3acMesuicsi. OH MOHSUT, YTO JaJIEKO
HE BCE MOTEPSHO. ...

Bukrop yexan Ha copeBHOBaHMe, a y Bepel 1 Benn Hameuanocs HoBoe 3aHsTHe. Ponuteneit
Benu npuriaciiii B rocTH, Tak YTO OH OCTaJIcs ioMa ofnuH. Ternepb Hago ObUIO 3aMaHUTh K cede
Bepy. Korna ona no3Bonmia B Ha3Haue€HHOE BpeMsi, BeHst OTBETUIT cllaObIM rOJIOCOM:

— 51 3a6onen u He MOTy MPUATH B UHCTUTYT.

— Torma no cienyoniero pasa.

— Ho Beap nocne3aBTpa ceMuHap 1Mo XMMHM, — 3aHbUI BeHs. — Tol 3Haelb, Kakasg XMMHU4YKa
MIPOTUBHAs TETKA, OIATh apy BJIETIUT.

— Y0 THI NIpeJIaraeub?

— 3axonu ko MHe. CIOKOWHO IMO3aHUMAEMCS, 320[JHO TIOC/TyIIIaeM MY30H. Y MEHsI eCTh KJlacc-
HBIE JUCKH.

— Heyno6Ho. YTO CKaxXyT TBOM POAUTEITH?

Bens periit cXutpuTh, He CKa3al, 4To poauTesei 1oma Het. [TonoOnyto cutyanuio Bepa moxeT
HCTOJIKOBAaTh M1O-CBOEMY.

— Huuero He ckaxyT. OHM y MEHSI MUPOBBIE.

— Pa3 Tak... — HeyBepeHHO npousHecna Bepa.
— Mupossie! — noutn kpuyan Bens. — OHu Beera pajpl FOCTSIM.
— Yepe3 yac Oyxy.

— Xny. — Bens nocrapasicsi oTBETUTh Kak MOXHO criokoiiHee. Mtak, yepe3 yac!

On BcTpetwit Bepy y BOpOT 1 MOCTIEIINIT POBOIUTD B IOM. JIeByIlKa cripocuia:

— Eciu 11 6051€H, TO CTOWIIO JIX BOOOIIE BBIXOAUTE?

— Ho 51 He Mor He BcTpeTuth 1eds!

Bepa ynbiOHYyIaCch 1 OCMOTpesa OrpOMHYIO CBeTIIyI0 rocTuHy0. OHa oXuaana yBuaeTh Muxa-
wia MuxaiinoBuda PaguineBa, Takoro 3HaMEHUTOTrO B Topojie YesioBeka. Ho Bce KOMHATBI, KOTOpbIe
oHu ¢ BeHeli mpoxoauiu, ObLIH MyCTHI.

— Popureneii cpouHO BBI3BAJN, — KaK Obl M3BUHSIIOIIMMCS TOHOM IPOOOPMOTAIT I0HOIIIA.

—DT0 Jaxe K JydIleMy, — HEKOTOpOe CTeCHeHHe Bephl MpoIiio, a CKpOMHBIN, THXHi BeHs He
BHYIIAJI €4 HU MaJIEUIIIEro ONaceHUsl.

— MoxeT, cHauasa rnocjaymaeM My3bIKy ?

— CogepilieHHO HeT BpeMeHH. JlaBaii 3aHUMAaTbCSI.

Bens cupnen coBcem OM3KO OT Hee, 1 JKaJHO CMOTPEJ, KaK OHAa pa3MaxHUBaeT pyKaMH, CTapasich
ObITH OoJiee yOeIUTebHON B CBOMX OOBSCHEHUSX, KaK OTKHUJIBIBAET CO JIOA HEMOKOPHYID TEMHYIO
nipsiyib. OHa OblT1a HeOOBIKHOBEeHHOM! OHa — KOpoJieBa, OOTUHS, HeXKHBIN IIBETOK, KPACOTY KOTOPOTO
OOMIIILCS UCTIOPTUTH OJIHAUM HEOCTOPOXKHBIM JIbIXaHWeM. M BAPYT MOCTBIMIANICS 3HAKOMBIA MIETIOT
KEHIIMH U3 YepHo! KHUTH:

«OHa — 00OBIYHAs caMKa, CKPBIBAIOIIAs CBOIO TIOXOTh. Tak UTO MpUCTyMai K ey !»
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«Kak?» — BeHs1 HEBOJIbHO BCTYIWII C HUMU B MOJTYQJIMBBIN TUAJIOT.

«MBI TOMOXeM Tede, OACKAKEM. »

B3op Benu cnerka 3arymaHuscs, OT HEro Havyajl UCXOIUTh YAUBUTEIbHBIN Kap, KOTOpbIil Bepa
obicTpo omrytuia. [lo Teny aeBymiku mpoOexasna cTpaHHast Apoxb. OHa M cama He MOIJIa TOHSTh:
yTo ¢ Heit? Bepa BHOBb nocmotpesna Ha Benio, Ho yxxe MTHBIM B3ITIAJOM.

«['oBopu! — menTanu Bene xeHmHbl U3 KHUTU. — [loBTOpSAI1 32 HAMM. .. »

OH 3aroBopuJI O CBOEH JIIOOBH, O TOM, YTO UMEHHO M3-3a Hee CTajl OTCTaBaTh MO IpeMeTaMm,
YTO IPU OIHOM €€ TOSIBJICHUH TepsieT TooBy. Bpone Obl 0ObruHbIe, OaHaIbHBIE (Ppa3bl CTPOUIIHCH B
YAVBUTEJIBHO MPABUJIBHOM MOPSAKE U TaK KOJIOJM CO3HaHUE Bepbl, 4TO YKOJIbI 9TU HEBOJILHO OTO3Ba-
JIMCh B €€ CeplLie, ¥ OHO ITPOTUB BOJIM 3aTpenerano. Cepblil, HepUMETHbII BeHs, Harepekop BCsKon
JIOTHKE, CTaJl IPEBPALIaThCs B. .. el MY)KYMHBI, B pblLIapsl €€ MEUTHI.

Benst ocTopokHO MpUABUHYJICS, B3SUT pyKy Bepbl, OkazaBIyiocst yAUBUTENbHO OE3BOJILHON U
TMO/IATJIMIBOM, 3aTeM 3alllenTal el YTO-TO JIACKOBOE, KaK Obl CITy4aifHO KOCHYJICS TyOamu Ieu. Bepa
B3JPOrHY/Ia OT MPOOeKaBIIEro MO Tey TOKa, ee IryObl «HEOKHUIAHHO» BCTPETHJIKCH C €ro ryoamu.
JleBy1iKa He IOHUMaJsIa YTO MPOUCXOIUT. ..

A BeHst TOBOpHJT M TOBOPUJI € O CBOEH JIIOOBH, JJaBaJl eil YAMBHUTEIILHO KPacHBbIe UMEHA, U
KaxJoe AeficTBoBaIo Ha Bepy Oyarto cuiibHOAEHCTBYOIMI HApKOTUK. OHA Kyda-To TUIbLIA, TIe-TO
napwia. OHa He MOMHMIIA, KaK OKa3aJlach B MOCTENH, HE IOMHUIIA YK€ HUYETO. ..

Korpma Bepa ounysiach OT CTpaHHOTO CHa, OHa CMOTpesa Ha BeHio ¢ ynusienueM u yxacom. 1
teriepb He Moria oHATh: KAK ona pemmnacs? [IOYEMY ona Ha 310 pemmnacs? U ¢ KEM pem-
nace?!..

— 51 mo6mo Teds1, — ckazan oHoma. — S Oyay JToOUTh TeOs1 BEUHO.

Bepa Bckounia, HAOpocHiia Ha TIeYr KaKOW-TO BUCEBIIHI PSIIOM XajaT, B BOJIHEHUH 3aX0IIIa
10 KOMHATE, MBITasICh OCO3HATD: UTO €U JIeJIaTh JaJiblie?

— 41 mo6mo Tebs1, — moBTOpHI BeHs.

— Ha, na, koneuHo... Koraa npuayt TBOM pogurenn?

— lyMaro, yepe3 Jac Wi JiBa.

— OpeBaiicsi, y HaC MaJIo BpeMeHHU.

— 4 JIFOBJIIO TEBS! — Benst Bo3BbIicHII rosioc. Bepa BHUMaTeIbHO OCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero, U el
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH M IpaBaa 6e3yMHO BioOseH. Tuxuil, ckpoMHbIl Berst!

Bepa He moriia coBiiaiaTh CO CBOMM MOPBIBOM, HarHyJIaCh ¥ KPEIIKO TOLIEI0BaIa €ro.

Bens Bansicst B KpoBaTH M paiocTHO HareBasl. CerofHsIIHUN JeHb ObLT caMoi OOJBINON yia-
yeil B ero xu3Hu! Kak cmorpena Ha Hero Bepa! Ona toxe JIIOBUT EI'O!

OH BcrioMHuHAN He camy (pU3MYecKylo OJM30CTh, a UX Mpollanue. Bepa Toporuiack, 00sCh
HATKHYThCS Ha ponuTteneit Benu, a oH ee cripocui:

— Koraa mbl yBuanmcs?

— Te1 3TOTO XOUelH?

— Koneuno!

— M1 MOXXEM BUIETHCS Yallle.

OH coOupajics ee mpOBOIUTH, OQHAKO Bepa pemmTensHo oTKasanach (Bce-Taku BeHs 6omen).
JloM ¢ ee yX0/10M OITyCTelT, HO B €r0 OMYCTEBIIMX CTeHAX MPOJOJIKAIIO 3ByYaTh: « Mbl MOKEM BHIEThHCS
qare».

Buezanno Bens momymain, yro ¢ Bepoil Morio Huyero m He mnonyuutbes. EMy momornu
«mozpyru» u3 Yepnoii kauru. Hago Ovl ux moGnarogapurh.

Bens Bortanmn u3 mkadga 3HakoMbli (poanT. Kak 00bIYHO OTKPBLT MEPBYIO CTPAHUILY, KUB-
HYJ «HUM(am», KOTOpbIe TIOYEMY-TO OTBETUJIM €My SI3BUTEIbHBIM CMEXOM. BeHst IOMHMIT 0 npeny-
MpeXJeHNH He MepeBOpavYrBaTh CTpaHully. [lpenynpexaeHrn HaCTONBKO IPO3HOM, YTO Y HErO U B
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MBICTISIX HUKOTa He Obuto ocmymiaTthesi. Ho ceftuac cama pyka Heripon3BosibHO TsHy/1ach [IEPEBEP-
HYTbH CTPAHULLY.

N on nepesepuyn! Ho tenepb Tam Oblia apyrasi HaQMMUCh, COCTOSIIAsE BCErO U3 JBYX CJIOB:
«[Toksonenune baxycy».

Bens cipixom He cibixvBasi HU 0 KakoMm baxyce. Kto 3to takoit? [louemy oH goikeH emy
MOKJIOHATHCS?

CambIM TIPOCTBIM TSI HETO ObUTO OBl MOPHIThCS B VIHTEpHETE MM KaKOH-HUOYIh OTIIOBCKOM
SHIMKJIONENY U OTHICKATh 3HaY€HNEe TAMHCTBEHHOTO MMeHU. OJJHAKO I0HOIIA BAPYT OLIYTHI CTPaXx,
Baxyc B ero cozHaHuM MpeACTa MOCIaHIeM PEUCIOTHEN, TPUIIIEAIIAM 32 €r0 JyIIOu.

Kakwe xe onacHocTH Taut B ceOe mpokJsaTas YepHas kaura?! He cimiikom Jim JOporyio 1eHy
OH 3aruiaTuJI 3a 6m30cTh ¢ Bepoit?

Bepa, Bepa... B ero cozHanum BCIUIBLIA CJIOBA KEHIIUH ¢ Jutorpadgun: «OHa — oObYHas
caMKa, CKpbIBAIOIIasi CBOIO TIOXOTh». B ofnHy cekyHny Bepa mepectana ObITh ISl HETO UIEAJIOM. ..
Camka! Camka!.. Haymena mxuByio Macky HemoTporu. A Beap Toraa Bukrop oOHsut ee! OOHST 110-
apyxecku?.. [l Hac, TypakoB!

ITon Beneit non 3axoaui xogyHoM. Eliie Buepa oH BocxuIajcs BceMu kauecTBaMu Bepbl: nipsi-
MOTOM, O0EBUTOCTHIO, 3a10poM. OHA HEMHOTO HAITOMUHAJIA KOMCOMOJIOK M3 JaBHUX huibMoB. Ho
Ta 3M0Xa KaHyJa B mponuioe. Kak roBopui mamna: TaM CIMIIKOM MHOTO ObLIO JIUIieMepusi. 3HAUMT,
Bepa muuemepka?

[NonaBnennsiii BeHst cnoHsics u3 yriaa B yroi, 6e3pe3y/IbTaTHO MCKaJl BBIXOA W3 TYIHKA, B
KOTOpbIN 3arHai cedst cam. Ho Bee, uto okpyxaio Benio, 6yaTo crienaibHO OIETHHUIIOCh, BOCCTAIIO
npotuB Hero. CilyyaiiHO OH 3aJieJT PhIYakOK, OTKPBIBABIINIA IBEpIly B BUHHBIN Oap. [IBepiia pacnax-
HYJIACh C MEJIOAWYHBIM, JJACKOBBIM 3BOHOM, U TEpe/l B30POM IMOSIBUJIOCh MHOKECTBO MAJICHBKUX U
Oonbimx OyThUIOK. PaHbiie BeHst HUKOTIa He MPUTPAruBacs K CIIMPTHOMY, XOTSI IPY3bsi HECKOJIBKO
pa3 YCWJICHHO MpeJjiarajii «0TOPBAaThCS 1O MOTHOM». YTo oM ere rooprutu? Tlon karidpom 3a0bI-
Baelllb 0 podaeMax. .. «MoXeT, 51 IeHCTBUTEIBHO OTOM/IY OT IpoOIeM?»

Benst ocTopokHO, TOUHO 60sICh 00KEUbCsl, KOCHYJICS MOYATON Oy THUTKU € OeNI0M KUAKOCTBIO. . .
Boaka! Crout nonpo6oBats?

[Nepen Beneii BO3HUKJIO JIMIIO OTIIA, KOTOPBIH CIIOBHO HAIOMHHAJ ChIHY O CybO€ CBOETO JBO-
fopontHoro Opara Buranmus. Bens xoporio 3Hau asaio Butanus, Hekoraa neperneKTUBHOTO HAy4YHOTO
padoTHHKA, Tereph ke — OOMKa, MOTEPSBILETO PadOTy, CEMBIO, KBapTUPY, TIoTepsBIiero sce! Heko-
TOpoe BpeMs Ha3a/l BeHst BCTpeTwu1 ero y [Bepeit Mara3uHa B KOMITAaHUU JPYTrux OOMKew; nsaas Bura-
JIMA YHUKEHHO BBITIPAIIMBAJI IEHbIM Ha OyTBHUIKY. YBUIEB BeHio, cXBaTHJI €ro 3a pyKaB:

— Inemsika, Boipydaii... Y 6aTbku TBOETO B ceiidpe ecth Koe-uto... Hy, Tbl MeHs moHMMa-
emb... CaM-TO OH He MbeT, a npudeperaeT i BakHbIX rocteid. Crerail, TOMOW, PUHECH IsAbKE
OTOXMEJTUTHCS.

— 41 He mory, — nponeneran Bens.

— ¥V MeHs Ayla ropur, ChIHOK !

— Her, nana ne paszpemaer. OH roBOpuJI, YTO U BaM He CJIEyeT MMUTb.

— He cnenyer muth? On ommmbaetcs. .. Ho Benp Thl He Takol, Bens? Beneuka, apyr!

— 41 He mory, He MorYy...

— Hy, 1 TBapu e BbI ¢ TBOUM MaIo! — MPOCSAIINI rOI0C Mepelles B 3BepUHbIN peB, B OTYASH-
HYIO pyraHb, B IOTpsiCaHue KyJlakamu. BeHst He Biiepxkai, nodesxai. [To nopore odepuyscs... [1o6-
pblid 1517151 Butanuil u3peiran MpoKJIsTHs, TPbIraj Bo3Jie ABEpel Mara3uHa, OyATo B HETO BCEJHJICS
oec!

— ...Bpock, Bens1, — mocnplmaics 4ei-To 1mernoT, — HeyKeJu 13-3a OTHON PIOMKH Thl TIPeBpa-
Tulibcs B asai0 Buramusa?! Tlpocto cmerHo.

T'omoc 3Byyan HaCTONBKO YOeAUTENbHO, YTO BeHs coryiacHo KMBHYI:

— Koneuno, Her!
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Tem He MeHee, KOrJa OH HAIOJTHST CTaKaH, PYKH CJIETKa TPSICIIMCh, TOYHO OH TOTOBUJICS COBEP-
IIATH CTPAIITHOE MPECTYIUICHHE.

«[lewn, Bens, neit!»

OH 4yTh HE 3aJIOXHYJICS OT OTHS X TOPEYHr, HO BCKOpE OToIIeT. BO3HUKIIO CTpaHHOE OITyIIeHHe:
KOMHATa 3aKPykKHIJIach, MOILJIbLIA.

OH onsith BecnioMuu Bepy. Tak nuniemepka oHa wiv Het?.. U BIpyr nogymait: kakas pazHura?!

IT10 OBUIO HOBBIM, HEOKHMJAHHBIM TTIOBOPOTOM B €ro oTHoIIeHnH K Bepe. OH Oosbiiie He 000-
JKECTBJIST U He peBHOBaJI ee. OH MPOCTO €10 MOJb30BAICSA. B KaKOM-TO CTapoM CTHUXOTBOPEHUH OH
MPOYMTAJI, YTO UCTUHA B BUHE... «/cTuHa B BuHe, Bensi!»

BeHs1 paiocTHO 3aXOXOTal: HAO ke, KaK OBICTPO YIETYYUJIMCh €r0 COMHEHUs, CTpaJIaHusI.
OpuH cTakad 0eiol XUAKOCTU U3JIEYHII €T0, CAeIal HACTOSIIIAM MYKHUKOM.

«MCTUHA B BUHE, BEHS!»

OH ¢ ynoBosbcTBUEM 100aBMIL. [I0TOM yMeNo CripsiTant cliefbl «IPecTyIUIeHHs», 100pacs 10
KpOBATH M 3aCHYJI MEPTBELIKMM CHOM. Bo CHe OH, COBEpIIIEHHO TOJIbIA, TUISICATT CO CBOUMHU TOIPY K-
kKamu HuUMdamu. 1 y kaxaoi B pyke Oblia OyThUIKA.

Ha cnenyromuii neHs oH ciiydaifHO y3Has — KTo Takol baxyc. Oka3bIBaeTcs, 3T0 BCEro JIUIb
JlnoHuC — ApeBHerpevYecKkuid OOr TIONOPOAs, BUHOMCHS, Becebs. TakoMy O0ry He Tpex MOKJIO-
HSATbCS !

U Bewns ¢ ynoBonbcTBUEM MOKJIOHWICSA. Ho caenan 3To BTuxapsi, BHEIIHE OCTaBasICh Mai-Mab-
YUKOM.

— ...Bepouka, THl y MeHs Takas KpacuBas, — cka3asia AH¢uca VIBaHOBHa, MOIPaBIsAsl U BHU-
MarteJIbHO OIJISI/IBIBAsl HOBOE IIaThe Ha Tuiedax novepu. Kak cumur! Touno no curype.

— [Ipocro 3ameuaresibHO, MAMOYKA, — C OTTEHKOM JIeTKOU rpyctu oTBeTusia Bepa. — Thl myurias
NopTHHXA B ropofe. Takyio Belllb He MPUIyMall Obl HUKTO U3 HAIIKX JYYIIHX MOAETbEPOB.

— TonbKo THI YTO-TO HE OYEHb Becena?

— Mawma! 4 Becemocs! { cuactiuBa! BeHuH namna opraHu3oBajl HaM Takoe!

— Muxaun MuxaiiioBud — 3aMevarte/ibHbIN YeIOBeK.

— Ho tcc! IlomHu o Hariem cekpere.

A cekper 3aKJIoyacs B CIAEAYIOIEM: 110 CIIy4yalo OKOHYaHHUS NIEPBOro Kypca MHcTUTyTa (Bens
C TPEXOM TIOTOJIAM 3aKOHYMII €r0) CTapivid PajuineB pemmm ycTpouTh Uit CTYJEHTOB HACTOSIIIHIA
npa3gHuK U cHsuT Kade. Ho cBoe nMs crioHcopa XoTesl coxpaHuTh B TaiiHe. OgHako uH(popMaIus
OBICTPO MpocovMiIach. Bee 3HAMM MMS 3aUMHINMKA MTPAa3JHUKA, HO BUAY HE MOaBaJIH.

Bepa B KOTOpBII pa3 mocMoTpesna Ha cedst B 3epKaJio: TEMHO-BHIITHEBOE IIJIaThe C elle 3aMeT-
HOW 30JI0THCTOIN HUTBIO IJIOTHO MPUJIETAJIO K €€ CTPOMHOM (PUTYype, TYCThIE BOJIOCH PACCHINTAIUCH TIO
riedam, oOpamJisisi ciierka OJieHOe JIMIO ¢ TEMHBIMH IJla3amMu. Bepe Moka3anoch, 4To CEeroiHs ee
O1eqHOCTh 0COOEHHO OpocaeTcs B 71a3a. Tonmbko Obl MaMa He 3aMeTmia ee cocTosiHus! TonmbKo Obl
He yrajajia IJ1aBHoro. . .

06 stom rnaBHOM Bepa y3Hana Buepa. OHa GepemeHHa. KoneuHo, oHa goragpiBaiach, Bce-
Taku OyIyImui Bpad. A BUepa Mojyqnia OKOHYATEIbHOE TIOATBEPKICHUE: TECT JaJl MOTOKUTETbHBIH
pe3yJIbTar. ..

Hano ckazarb Bene!

Bepa 10 cux nop He noHMMasa ero oTHoleHus K cede. OH Beeraa Tak 4yToK, BHUMATENIeH, Tak
KpPacuBO TOBOPUT O CBOei mo0BU. MIHOTIa eil KaxkeTcs1, YTo WAyIlee OT Hero TErIo COrpeBaeT, uTo B
ero Iia3ax — OKeaH MCKPEHHUX YyBCTB. B Takyie MUHYTBI €My XO4YeTCsl BEpUTh, BepuTh BO BceM! Ho
OBbIBAET — YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE, OTUYKAEHHOE CKBO3WT B €ro B30pE M KPACHBBIX CJIOBAX, MOXKET, TIOTOMY
Bepa 110 cux mop Tak HUKOMY M He cKazaja 00 UX OTHOMICHUsIX ... OH JeUCTBUTENBHO ee JIIoOUT?

N mob6ur mm ona ero? HaBepHoe. B omimune oT MHOTMX CBOMX MOJAPYT OHA Obl HUKOTJA HE
TOILTa Ha OJIM30CTh C MOJIOZIBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, €C/Ii Obl HUYEro MoIo0HOTO He MCTBIThIBAIA K HEMY.
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Bepa pemmna, 4to Ha 3aBTpaliHel BeuepuHke oObsicHUTCS ¢ BeHeid. Bosblie xaaTh Helb3sl.
Ckopo o0 ee GepeMEHHOCTH y3HAIOT BCE.

OrpomHbIi 3aj1 ObLT pacliBeUeH SIPKUMH KPACKaMHM, OTJIYIIEH MY3BbIKOM U BECEIbIM FOBOPOM;
O(pUILIMAHTKY C MOJAHOCAMU OCTOPOKHO JIABUPOBAJIM MEK/Iy TAHIIYIOIMX Map, YTOObI 3aT€M C BEX-
JIMBBIM TIOKJIOHOM TIPUHATH OT TOCTEH OuepelHOH 3aKka3. 3a OOJBIIMM CTOJIOM CHIMAIHCh LIYTKH,
OCTPOTBI, aHEK/I0THI; HAXOAUMBHIM TaMa/ia MOCTOSIHHO MPOBO3MJIaIai TocThl. [IpaBaa, My TONbKO
nerkvie HamuTKU. C 0coOBIM BOCTOProM ObLIM BCTpEYeHBI oro3fapiivie Muxann MuxaiyioBud u
Panca AnekceesHa. Ctapiuii Paguines moHsi, 4to paccekpedeH, HO MPOIOKa UI'PaTh Poib OObIY-
HOT'O TOCT$1, He UMEIOIIET0 HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS K OpraHu3aluy npa3gHuka. Cpeau MHOKeCTBa CMe-
IOIIUXCS JIUL, TOXATYH, JIMIIb OHO BBINJIAAEIO HEMHOTO TPYCTHBIM M CyMpadyHbiM. DT0 Buktop,
KOTOpBIY B MOCJIE/IHEE BpeMs CHJIBHO TMEepeXuBall M3-3a OTHOIIeHu# ¢ Bepoit. Kak Bce y HuX ObLIO
xopo1uo, u BApyr... Ho nouemy?.. [Touemy?! Heckonbko pa3 oH mbITajics ¢ HEM 3aTOBOPUTH, BbISIC-
HUTH TIPUYMHY TAKOTO HEOXKUAAHHOTO XOJIOZIA C €€ CTOPOHBI, OJJHAaKO Bepa pemmTenbHo yXxoauia ot
pasroBopa. A 1Ba JHsI Ha3ajl nonpocuia BukTopa HaBceraa 3a0bITh O Hel, KaK O «CBOEH JEBYIIKE.

BuxkTop THxoHBKO HaOmOna 32 Bepoii; oHa MOCTOSIHHO ocMaTpuBaeTcsi, OyATO KOro-TO HIIET.
Omna B3BosHOBaHa? OJHA U3 CTYAEHTOK INpuriacuia Bukropa Ha TaHel, OH UIyTJIMBO OTKa3aJcs,
HA3BaB KaKylo-To GaHasbHyIo npuundy. On HE MOI' TAHLIEBATEH HM C OJHOM JIEBYIIIKOM,
KPOME BEPHI!

«Ecm mue npurnacuts Bepy? Ecnu norpe6oBath ot Hee otBeta? Ecrm?..»

OpnHako czenath permTelbHbIN mar BUKTOp He cMor.

A Bepa uckana Bento. OH HeJaBHO HAXOWIICS 3/1€Ch, B 3aJie ¥ BAPYT vicde3. Ero He ObUIO HU 32
CTOJIOM, HM Cpe/i TaHIylomux. Moxer, oH Bblmes B Tyasner? Ho Beb ero HeT yxe 1aBHO. A BAPYT
€My CTaJIO IIJI0X0?

Bepa nopHsnack u3-3a croina, o0oIIa TaHIIEBAIBHYIO TUTONIAAKy. Heyxenu on yien u3 kade,
yIlIeJ TaliHO, He CKa3aB er Hu cjioBa?.. [IpocTo B3su1 1 cKpbuics !

Her, oHa He xoTena B 9TO BEpHTh, OHA CIIPOCKJIA Y HECKOJIBKUX TOCEeTUTeNel Kade, y opuiu-
AHTOK: HE BUEJY JIA OHU TAaKOTO-TO MOJIOAOTO YesnoBeka? OiHa U3 IeByIeK BCIIOMHIIIA, OyATO OH
CITyCTHJICS B TTOBAJIYHK.

— 3auem? — yauBwiach Bepa.

— Tam OT/IMYHBII BUHHBIN TOTPeOOK.

— Ho Benp Bensd He mbet!

OdurmanTKa noxasa rje4amMmu: oHa BooOIIe He 3Hasia BeHio. A yx MbeT OH WM HeT. ..

— I'ne sTor nogBabuuk?

— Ilo crynenbkam BHM3.

Henoywmesatomast Bepa criyctusiachk B HeOOMbIIIOE MOy TEMHOE MIOMEIIEHUE U TIOYTH CPa3y yBU-
nena Beno. OH cuien 3a croiikod Oapa CMHOM K BbIXoay. Bepa moponia Onvke U yBuaena, 4ro
niepen Beneii ctosiu. .. 6yThUTKA BOAKY M 3aKYCKa B BUZIE HAPE3aHHOTO MEJIKMMHU KyCOYKaMH Oryplia.
3penuiie ObUIO CTONb CTPaHHBIM, UTO Bepa 3amepna, u Oblla HE B CHJIaX BHIMOJIBUTH HU €IMHOTO
cinoBa. A BeHsi TeM BpemMeHeM IJIECHY/T BOAKH B CTaKaH, BBIWJ, U TI0 JIMIY €r0 pacroisniack Ona-
JKEHHasl yJIbIOKa.

— BeHs. .. — Bce-Taku BbIaBWIIa U3 ceOs1 Bepa.

Bennamun o6epHyics, yAMBIEHHO MOCMOTpeN Ha Bepy 1 JIeHWBO Mpou3Hec:

— A, 3TO THI.

— Bensa?!.. Kak?.. [Touemy?..

Bepa ne Bblmepxaia, Opocuiaach Oexarb. CMaznmuBas GapMeHINa C 3eJIeHBIMU T71a3aMH €IKO
cnpocuiia BeHnamuHa:

— Iompyxxka?

— Vry.
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— HenoBonbHa?

— OHa He 3HaJA.

— Yro Oynenib genath?

— YenoBek JI0JKeH ONpoooBaTth Bee. VIHavYe KW3Hb HEMHTEPECHA.

— I[paBuibHO MBICTHIIE. — BapMmeHIia coOa3HUTEILHO HAKJIOHUIIACHh K HEMY, — MOXKET, XOUelllb
TpaBKU?

— Iouemy Ob1 1 HeT? Tonpko 3Haelb. .. B cnenyommil pa3. Ho OBA3ATEJIBHO. A ceityac
JOTOHIO €e.

— JlaBaii, — XOXOTHYJIa 3eJieHorna3as 6apMenina. — He yrmyctu nTuuky.

Bepa He BepHyJach K Jipy3bsiM B Kade. OHa BBICKOUMIIA HA YIIUILY U, TSDKEJIO JIbIIIA, TTPUCTIO-
HWIAch K creHe. [Ipexnuiit oOpa3 BeHn, CKpOMHOro MasiburKa, HUKOT/Ia He TIPUTParuBaroierocs Hu
K CIIMPTHOMY, HHM K CUTrapeTe, pacTasyl B OJIHO MTHOBeHUe. Ee He CTOJIbKO Hamyraso, 4To OH I,
ropasfo cTpaliHee ObIO CMOTPETh Ha BhIpaskeHue ero yimna B ToT MomeHT. On JIOBUJI OT BOJIKU
KAND!

OHa mbITasiach OCO3HATh MPOU3OIIEAIIEE, HO CMEX U MOCTOSTHHBIE Pa3rOBOPHI MPOXOSIINX
MUMO JIIOJIEN Melajii cocpeoTounTbest. CHavasia BeHsi roBoput, YTO OH JIEBCTBEHHUK, OJHAKO BeJ
ceOs1 Kak 3ampaBCKUI JOHKYaH, TIOTOM — YTO B POT He OepeT HU Karuld CIMPTHOroO. Tak Kakow xe
OH Ha camoM jiesie?

[TornomenHas roppkumMu pazgyMbsiMu Bepa He cpa3y 3ameTniia BOZHMKILIETO psiom Benua-
MuHa. OH B yrop cMoTpes Ha Hee. CMOTpel1 HeMPUSTHO, CTPALITHO. . .

— Permvia mmuonuts 3a Mo ? [IpsiMo BTOpast Mamouka!

— BeHs1, 0 uem Tbl TOBOPHUIIIB?

— Ho Benp 1ol ciycTuiiack Tyaa!

— Cryctunach, — IpU3HAIACh JEBYIIKA, — MIOTOMY YTO XOTejla CKa3aTh Tebe OUeHb BAKHYIO
Belllb.

— Hano ke, BaxHylo Belib! — pacxoxortasics Bens. Pa3Bsi3HbIl TOH, mpeHeOpexeHue, 3J10CTh,
KOTOpbIe OH Ceiluyac OTKPHITO JEMOHCTpUpOBal K Bepe, B CeKyHAy paspyliwivd NpexHUi ujaeal.
Hanexna Ha cuacThe OKasaach Xpynkoi; Bepa kak Oyaro crosiia BO JBOpIIE U3 MMECKa, KOTOPBIN
pasnerencs OT OHOIO JIETKOro MpUKOCHOBEHHs. B Takylo MUHYTY OHa He XOTesa U He MOIJIa CKa3aThb
eMy O CBoel OepeMeHHOCTH.

— 3HauuT, TaK, — 3asBWI BeHs, — Xxouelb BCTpeyarbesi CO MHOM — JaBail. Ho mmuoHuTs He
cMent. Criplinninb, He cMed HUKoraa!

HeoxunanHo mosiBUJICS OIMH U3 CTYIEHTOB U CKaszajl BeHe, UTO ero poauTenu yxe YU C
Mpa3IHUKA U KJIyT €ro B MallnHe.

— Ioiay, momnpoiaock ¢ npeakamMmu, — OTBETW BeHnaMuH. — A, BlipoueMm, Moejy A0MOM, 4ero
MHE TYT JIe/1aTh?

Bens neHMBO ciycTUIICS CO CTYINEHEK Ha JOPOXKKY, UTO BeJsla K aBTOCTOSIHKE, W TOIEeN YyTh
nouIatsiBaolerics noxoakoil. Hekoropoe Bpems Bepa otpelieHHO cMoTpesia eMy Beiiell, U TyT HOBast
MBICJTb BUXPEM BOPBAJIACh B €€ MO3T: «A, MOXET, U s B YeM-TO He npasa? Bapyr s ero obumena? f
Be/Ib Jake He CMOTJIa OOBSICHUTB, YTO He COOMPAIACh INMMOHNUT, YTO TIOMAJIa B IOrpe0oK CIIyJaiHo. . .
Her, Her, Henb3s gomyckaTh ckanaana! f momkHa, s 00si3aHa ¢ HUM MOroBOpuTh!.. [ToroBoputh?
Ho Beap on ockopoun mMeHs. OckopOw aBaxsl! CHavuama CBOMM TbSIHCTBOM, TIOTOM — CJIOBaMH,
otHomieHneM. Ham He o yem rosopurts!.. Bepa, Bepa, HEJIb31 HAUMHATDH OTHOIIEHMA CO
CKAHJAJIA. OH pa3roBapuBaJl Tak, OCKOJIBbKY ObLT IbsiH. §1 OCTapaioch pa3 ¥ HaBceraa OTy4uThb
€ro OT TOH NaryOHOU PUBBIUKM».

Ona kose6aJiach errie MUHYTHI TPH, 3aTeM, Oydy4d He B CHJIaX OOPOThCsI C COOOM, Opocuiach 3a
Beneii. AcdanbroBast IOpoXkKa BUATAach BIOJL AyOOBOM ajlieW M TOBOpavrBaia K aBTocTosiHke. Ho
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enBa Bepa crynmia Ha IOpOKKY, Kak TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE. DTO «UTO-TO» 3aCTABHIIO
€€ OCTAaHOBUTHCSI.

Ee ocraHOBWII 1I€JIECT JIMCTBBI, YAVBUTETIBHO TPEBOXKHBIA, MIPEAYPERKJAONNA O rPO3SIIei
onacHoctu. Cepriie IeByIKY OOJIE3HEHHO €KHYJIO, HO OHA OTOTHAJIA JypPHbIE MBICIH U TOCHEIINIA
nanpie. M TyT Ha ee yT BOSHMK OIPOMHBIH /1y0, OH MPOTSHYI K Bepe cBou rycTeie BETBU, CJIOBHO
cobupascs cxarh ee B 00bATUsAX. Bepa BeIpBanach, OIHAKO CTPaHHOE JEPEBO HE OTCTYIWIIO, €ro
«PYUHIIU» XJIECTAIU AEBYIIKY 1O JIMILY, €Ba JIM He PBAJIM Ha Hell Tuiathe. Bee 9To conpoBOXAaI0Ch
ryjsoMm: «He mymyyy! He nymyyy!»

Bepa BbIpBanach U3 OOBATHI CEpIUTOrO WCHOJIMHA, CAENANa IIar B CTOPOHY, HO cienaia
Heyaa4Ho, ciioMasicst KaOmyk. Kazasoch, Bce Ha cBeTe ObUIO IPOTHB TOTO, YTOOBI OHA ITJTA HA TY aBTO-
crostHKy. Jla pa3Be Bepy ocranoBuibs! Ona cHsina Tyduu, nodexana aaniblie, He oOpalas BHUMA-
HUSI Ha XOJIOAHBIN achasibT U BOJIOYAIIUICS 110 3eMJIe Kpai IJTMHHOTO TUIaThsl. Y3Ke BUAHEETCS BIAIU
aBroctosiHka. Ho Bapyr... y Bepsl CJIOBHO HOT'M BPOC/IM B 3€MIIIO.

Ona yBuena, kak BeHst Beniet nop pyky O0el0Kypylo IEBYIIKY B TOITyOOM IUIAThe, YTO-TO TOBO-
put eit u cmeetcs. 1 ato eme He Bce! OH MpeaCcTaBisieT ee pPOIUTeNIsIM U CaKaeT B OTIIOBCKUI «Mep-
cesec».

Bepa 3akpbiia ria3a, n6o HaOMoAATh 32 BCEM 3TUM Jajibllie He MMEJIO CMbICIA.

Oma pemmia, 4To MOHsIA TPUYMHY IPUTBOPHOM ccopbl U rpydoct Benu. Tpyc! V Hero He
XBaTHJIO MYXXECTBO CKa3aTh el npsiMo: «M3BuHM, y MeHs ecTb japyrasi!». HaBepHoe, oH 1 mu Jis
XpadpocTH. ..

Uro eit genarh gambie? Kak kuth? B ee upeBe peOGeHOK, OTI[y KOTOPOTro OHa Oe3pa3/inyHa.
HagpepHoe TouHO Tak xe BeHe Oyner OGe3pa3iuyeH peOeHOK. . .

Bepa omyTtiia cebs crosieit Ha Kpaio 6e31Hbl. CIIpSTaBIINCh B JIMCTBE A€PEBa, YTKHYBIIKCH
JIMIIOM B €ro KOpPSIBBIA CTBOJI, JaObl HUKTO MOCTOPOHHMH HE 3aMeTWsl ee Oe3MEepHOro ropsi, OHa
PBITAJIA. Bapyr HeaneKko MocbIaioch:

— He ropioii, THI ere Tak Mosiozia. Y TeOs1 BCe BIIEpeIy.

Ko efi ckazan atu goopele ciioBa? MoxeT, BCeBUISIIIUI BETEp PEIIUI YTeITUTh HECUaCTHYIO?..

«Crmacu6o!» — mpomenTania emy Bepa.

U TyT OHa 3ameTHIIa BHICOKOTO My KuMHY. OH yTelIas CTOSIBIIYIO PSIIOM JIEBYIIKY.

— He ropioii, ThI e1ie Tak MoJiofa, — MOBTOPHUJI MykurHa. ClioBa yTeleHus mpeIHa3HavYaIuCh
He Bepe! Her Ha cBeTe Toro, KTo crocoOeH ceiyac NMOHSATH, pa3/ieuTh ee rope!

Bepa egBa He ymimmiIach 4yBCTB. ..

Bepa ne yBunena rnaBHoro! Bens, jkenast moKpacoBaThCsl Mepeji HOBOM CTyYailHON 3HAKOMOM,
MIONIPOCHJI OTLIA JOBEPUTh MY BECTH MAIIMHY (OH HEeaBHO MOTYYHII [TPaBa), MaTh CU/IENa Ha 3a/IHEM
CUIACHUH U B TEMHOTC HC pasrjidgacjia COCTOAHUA CbIHA, KOTOprI;'I, K TOMY K€, CTapaJICAd ACPKATbCA
«TBEpIO M YBEpeHHO». Muxami MuXxailJloBU4 ToKe HUYEro He 3aMETHJI, MO0 OTINYasICs HEKOTOPOr
paccestHHOCTBIO. HUKTO He Bo3paxkai, yroOsl BeHs cen 3a pynb. Ponuteneit yiuBuio u 06eCoKonIio
Apyroe: 4to 3a JeBymika psaom ¢ HuM? U roe Bepa, kotopast HECKOJIBKO pa3 OblBajia B UX JOME U
KOTOpasi UM O4eHb HpaBmiack? Ho, ecTecTBeHHO, CpalBaTh HU O YeM He CTaJIu.

MarmvHa pBaHy/ia B Y4epHOTY HOUM. BeHs ¢ caMOIOBOIBHOM YIBIOKON paccKa3biBajl HOBOW 3HA-
komoit JIiobe — Kakol OH KpyToi BoauTesb. CunieBImi c3aau Muxann MuxaiioBud cienai ChiHy
3aMevyaHue exaThb MeJIeHHee, HO BEYHO MOCIYIIHBIN BeHs i paccmesiicsi B OTBET:

— Bce Oyzet B mopsiaxe, na!

Jlio6a BocxuIneHHO HaOTI0/1a1a 32 «KPYTHIM MapHeM». OHa ycrena pacckaszaTb eMy, YTO YUUTCS
B TEXHUKYME, U Ha CJICYIOIIHIA TOJ] COOMpAeTCs MOCTYIaTh B MHCTUTYT. BeHs pacCestHHO CIyIan u
BIPYT OIIYTHJI, YTO €r0 OKOHYATEIbHO Pa3Be3Jio, UTo TEpsIeT OPUSHTALIMIO, a I0OPOra KaK-TO CTPAHHO
pacruibIBaeTcs repes HuMm.
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Cre1oBajio OCTaHOBUTHCS, TIEPEAaTh PYJib OTILY, OIHAKO, YTO MOAYMAET KPachBasi CBETJIOBOJIO-
cast Jlio6a? Toxe MHe, KJIacCHbIN BOOUTENh! B KakoM-TO aMeprKaHCKOM OOEBUKE repoil Besl MalliHY
B CTeJbKY IbsAHBIA. U Kak Bed!

Opnnako rosnoBa Benu kpysxkuiack 6ombiie u 6onbine. CaMogoBOIbHAS YIIBIOKA MCUe3TIa C ero
mvua. OH ucryrajics, 4ro emie HeMHOro — 1 Bee!.. OH He CMOXET yAepKaTh 3TOT MPOKJIATHIN PYJlb.
B romnose cryyaina mMbicib: ckopeit Obl joexath! Ckopeid!..

U tyT emy nokazasnoch, OyATO KpOMe HUX YETBEPhIX B MAIITMHE HAXOJUTCS KTO-TO MATHIA. DTOT
TMATHIA TOYHO BBUICTIMIICS M3 MIJIBI HEM3BECTHOCTH M IieryeT BeHe B camoe yxo:

— Yero th1 Goumibest? JlaBail, naBaid, MpOKAaTH MX CO CKOPOCThIo cBeta! Th ke Tak JOOUIIIb
octpsle omrynienust, Bens! IlaBaii, naBaii! CtpemuresibHasi CKOPOCTb, MUT OITACHOCTH! DTO MOKpYUe,
YyeM OOIIEHUE C JEBOUYKAMU CTapoil IIUTIOXU BroneTTsl.

HeBectb OTKyaa rpsiHy1a Becenast My3blKa U M3 TEMHOTHI, JIETSIIEH 32 OKHOM, OyATO MaTepua-
JIM30BATUCH XMeJTbHBIE KpacaBullbl. OHU 11e10Baji BEHI0 1 yMOJISIN «IIPOKATUTh UX C BETEPKOM>.
Bens kynasncs B Jydax ClaBbl M TeTiepb HE MOT' OT Hee OTPEUIMThCS, OH BUjEN ceOsl HACTOSIIIIM
[[ymaxepom (3HAMEHUTHIN TOHIIUK. — IIPUM. aBT.). A 3HAYUT — CKOPOCThb, ckopocTh, CKOPOCTD!

Kasxercsi, 4TO-TO Kpryaim Math ¥ OTell, OJHAKO TOT HeBeIOMBIH [1ThIi, UTO 3aces B ero Mo3ry,
MPUKa3bIBAJI He 0OpaliaTh BHUMAHUS M CIIyIIaTh TOJMBKO ero. OH 0e3 KOHIIa YTBEep:KaJl, YTO TOJbKO
YBEJIMYHUB CKOPOCTh, MOKHO BBIKUTH B HBIHEIITHEM Mupe. KTo He ycrieBaeT, TOT — Ha 0O0UMHE HCTO-
pun. «Bce, KoMy MOCYacTIMBIIIOCH YTO-TO MPUXBATUTh B TOM KU3HU, BeHs, MOCTOSHHO YBEIMYH-
BaJIU CKOPOCTh!»

Bens moBepui1, MOCKOJBKY TOXE XOTEJT YTO-TO YXBaTuTh B ku3HHM! Ho Ha mopore BO3HUKJIM
OrpOMHBIE, TEMHBIE (DUTYPbI, OUEBHIHO, COTIEPHUKH, HE JKeJaolue MoamycKkarh BeHio k ero Oymy-
meMy cyacTbio. YToObl YCKOMB3HYTh OT HUX, OH OTYAsSHHO MIOBOPAYMBAII PYJib TO BIIPABO, TO BJIEBO.
Kro-T10 (KaxeTcs oren) melTajics IOMOYb EMY CIIPABUTHCS C YIIPABJIEHUEM, HO lopora ucyesna. [lepen
JIMIIOM OTIACHOCTU BeHsl mbiTasnicst cOPOCUTh CKOPOCTh, HO MAlllMHA He ciiymianach. Eme HeCKOIbKo
MTHOBEHMH JJIMJIACh CXBATKa CO CMEPTHIO, & IOTOM — I'POXOT, OTJIYIIUTEIbHbIE CTPAIIHBIE KPUKH. . .
Benio nmopOpocuiio, OH Kyaa-To MojeTer. . .

Benbixnyn sipkuii cBeT, BeHst omnyTii1 HecteprnuMyio 00Jib, OyATO KTO-TO pBajl HA YacTH €ro
TOJIOBY, PYKH, TO3BOHOYHUK. . .

ITorom cBert norac.

ITo 3T0i1 e mopore exan peiicoBbiii aBToOyC. U cpa3y pa3manuch KpUKH maccaxupoB: «CMOT-
pute, cMotpute! MammHy MpocTo BApeOe3ru...». Bogure b MrHOBEHHO OCTaHOBUJICS, HECKOJIBKO
CMeJIbYaKOB BBICKOUMJIU M3 aBTOOyca M OPOCHIIMCH K MecTy aBapusi. Koro-to Bug 00e300pakeHHBIX
JIOJIe! MPUBEJ B 10K, KOTO-TO CTOUIHUJIO. BonuTesb TyT ke CBA3AJICS C MUJIMLUEH.

Munvims 1 cKopasi TpuObLIA TIOUTH cpa3y. Bece cokpymieHHo kadanu ronoBamu: «Hamo xe
kakoil yaap! Bce meprtBbl!»

— 41 y3Ha1 morudiero MyxumHy, — 3asiBII Bpay, — 310 PaauimeB Muxann MuxaidioBuy, Hail
W3BECTHBIM apXUTEKTOP, a KEHIIMHA PSIOM C HUM, BUAUMO, €TO JKEeHa.

— Tyr emte kakas-To geBynika. Kto ona?

— Cmorpure, emme onuH Tpyn! Kyma ero BeiOpocuio!.. CoBceM MOIOION MapeHsb. ..

Bpauu ckyionunuce Haj Benent u 3akpuyainu:

— OH nHe ymep! OH xuB!

... Tpym cBeT0B0OI0CcO# JII0OBI MOIOKMIIA HA HOCWIIKH;, TOTyObIe I1a3a AeBYIIKH ObUTH IIIUPOKO
OTKPBITHI; €11le HeJaBHO IAPUBIIMI B HUX MPEIICMEPTHBIN CTPax MCYe3, Tereph OHM CMOTpPENU Ha Oec-
KpaiiHee He0O, Ha CBEPKAIOIIME B HEM XOPOBOJIBI 3BE3/1 C HEKOTOPBIM YIUBJIEHUEM, OyATO BOIPOIIIAs:
«[Touemy Tak ObIcTpO 0OOPBAJICS MO KU3HEHHBIH 1y Th? [ToueMy, ellie He HavyaB KUTb, 51 yXKe T0TKHA
YXO[IUTh B MHOM, HEBeJJOMbId MUp ?» HUKTO U3 TeX, KTO HeC HOCWIKH, He 3HaJI, YTO ee YucTas qyiia
yXe YCTPEMHJIACh BBBICh, UTO €€ TaM OKPYKHJIM YAUBUTEIbHBIE TI0 KPACOTE CO3[AHUS U YBJIEKJIH
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Tyna, rae napsrt [Joopo u Beunas Jlo60Bb. M TOMBKO HATETEBIIMEI BETEp B MOCIEAHUIA pa3 CMaxHYyT
BOJIOCHI C €€ I0HOT'O JIMILIA.

W3 teMHOTHI 10 MyJbcupyloIero co3Hanusl Benu goHecnocs:

— OH He 10TAHET 10 OOIBHUIIH. . .

TemHOTa OKOHYATENIBHO CTYIIAJIACh, CJI0BA JIIOAEW PEeBpalaICh B MOHOTOHHBIN r'yil. Ho Bapyr
Ha MIHOBEHHME sIpKO OniecHyI cBeT U BeHs ycrpimai:

— 51 BeITaIy TEOs U3 Jar CMEpPTH.

TbMa cTasia KpOMEIIHOM, OIHAKO KTO-TO YIOPHO 3BaJl €ro:

— BrIxoau U3 TeMHOro KOJIoALa. Berxoau, Tel KUB!

B YepHoii kHure, KoTopyto BeHst ocTaBuII Ha TOJIKE, CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M TepEeBEPHYIIHCH JIBE
IJIaBHI. ..
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I'1aBa TpeThbst
HouHon nmoceTuTe b

TUXOHBKO CKpUITHYNA JBEepb, U Bepa, uToObl He pa3OyIuTh MaMy, MPOIIMBITHYJIA B CBOIO KOM-
Hary. Ternepsp, Korja jeByIka OoJblle He Bepuia, uTo ¢ BeHell y HuX OyayT cepbe3Hble OTHOIICHHUS,
¥ KOTJIa B3PbIB SMOIMI UCCSK, HY’KHO OBLIO BCEpbe3 3a[yMaThCs O JaibHeuIel ku3Hu. Yem Oosbiie
Bepa nymana, Tem eii Bce Oojee CTaHOBMJIOCH Kaulb... MaMy. Kak ke oHa paccrpourcsi, OemHasi!
CkoJbKO TTpo0IIeM s el JOCTaBJIsIo!

Orten; Bepsl moru0, yyactByst B KOHTP-TEpPPOPUCTHYECKON ornepary Ha KaBkase, Korja oHa
ObLa eme peOHKoM. AH(uce VIBaHOBHE MPUIIUIOCh BOCITUTHIBATD JI0UKY OIHOM; K TOMY e, TIEPUOJL
TOT OBUT OCOOEHHO CJIOKHBIN — JIIO/IM TOIAMHM He TTOJTyYaid Aaxe KPOXOTHYIO 3apIuiaty, a TPy TAJIaHT-
JIMBOTO MHXEHepa, KaKuM sIBJIsIach BeprHa Mama, MOTHOCTBIO oOectieHuscs. AHpuce MBaHOBHE
MIPUIILIOCH TIEPEKBATU(UIIMPOBATHCS HAa «HYXKHYIO popeccrio». K cuacTrlo, ee TalaHT MpOsiBUICS
Y B IOPTHOBCKOM JIeJIe; TOSIBUJIMCH 3aKa34MKH, MOIUTH KOe-KaKue AeHbI'H, YToObl obecrieunTs Bepy.

Bepa BcrioMHMIa, Kak MaMOYKa 10 HOYaM CTy4Yajia Ha MalllMHKe, BBIONHSISI CPOYHbIE 3aKa3hl,
YTOOBI «IIOJYyYIlle OfIETh JOUYPKY, KYIIUTh €l KaKOH-HUOYIb MOAAPOK, a eCIU MoTpedyeTcs, HaHATh
pernierutopa». K cyactbio, Bepa xoporo nonumara, CKoJib TPYJHO MaMe, T03ToMy oOxXoamiach 6e3
mo6oro penerutopctBa. OHa OnecTsIe caana SK3aMeHbl U B IIKOJIE, U ITPY OCTYTUICHUY B METUIIH-
CKUM MHCTUTYT. AH(puca MiBaHOBHA TOBKO ropAMiiach ycrexaMmu Ao4ku. Teneps yxe Bepa nepenuia
Ha BTOPOM KypC, BCE CKJIABIBATIOCH TaK XOPOIIO U BAPYT ...

Bepa ynana Ha kpoBatb U pa3peaiacs. .. Hy, nouemy Bce ciayunsaoch uMeHHO Tak?! CKBO3b
CcJIe3bl OHA BUJIEa BUCEBIIIee Ha CTeHEe TeMHO-BHUIITHEBOE IUIAThE, MJIaThe, KOTOPOe MAaMOUKa CIeIH-
QJTBHO CIIIWJIA K MPA3IHUKY, OHO «JIOJDKHO TIPUHECTU CUYACThE».

Cuactbe. .. BoH Kak Bce 00epHYIOCH!

Bepa Bckoumia, 3amerasiach 1Mo KoMmHare. PermieHue HyXHO mpuHuUMath cpouHo! OHa ere
ycreeT cenath abopr. .. 3aBTpa! OHa pemmT 3TOT BOMPOC 3aBTpa!

Bepa 3appiiana B ouepeiHON pa3, HO He U3 XkalnocT K cebe. OHa mogymana 0 MaJIeHbKOM,
0e33aIMTHOM CYIIeCTBe, KOTopoe cooupaercs youTb. BoT 1 0Ha, HCIyTaBIIMCh CJIOKHOCTEH, TOTOBA
MepEeCTYNNTh CTPAIIHYIO TPaHMILy, 32 KOTOPOH — TATvaiIiee npectyruieHne. EcTh MHOXKECTBO Jpy-
T'UX CrIOCOOOB pelieHus pooOeMbl. borareie Oe3/1eTHbIe Taphl CTPEMATCS 3aUMeTh peOeHKa U Jake,
TOBOPSIT, IJIATAT O'POMHBIE JICHBTH. . .

«Bepa, Bepa, o uem 1h1?! Kakue neHbru?»

BuesarHo Bepa moHsina, uto 6e3ymHO mo0uT eme He poauBiierocsi pedbenka 1 HUKOI'IA,
HUKOMY EI'O HE OTHACT.

«Hukorpa!.. Hu 3a uto!»

N mama noiimet ee. [lokHa MOHATS!

Koneuno, nocne poxaenus pedbeHka Bepe Oyner TpyaHO, IpUIETCsl UCKaTh MOAPAOOTKY, HO
oHa cripaButcs. OOs3aTeNbHO CIIPaBUTCS !

Bepa 3a0panacek mox oziesisio, 3aKpbuia 11as3a, ei Mokasaaoch, YTO HACTYITUIIO XKeJAaHHOE YCIIO-
koeHue. Ho Bckope coObITHS MOCIEIHMX YacOoB BHOBb B3SLJIM €€ 32 TOPJIO JKeJle3HOW xBaTkor. OHa
MpUIILIa Ha TIPA3HUK B OKUIAHUM CYACTBS, 4 YIIIa YHUKEHHON U OCKOPOJIEHHOM.

Bcst HOoub 711 Bephl mpoliia B TOMUTEIBHOM OXUAAHUU CHA, JIMIIb TMOf YTPO OHA BCE-TaKH
ycHyna. Ho mokost 1axe B TOM KOPOTKOM CHE TaK M He HAIllIA. ..

Omna Gponuiia 1o Kakou-To MBUTBHOM opore, cpeid OECKOHEYHOM TOJITBI OJIETHIX B JIOXMOThSI
monei. VIx HeOpuThie, Xy/ble U1 ObUTH CTPAIIHBI, JPOXKaIlue PyKH — )KeHCKHUEe, MYKCKHE U IETCKHUE,
0e3 KOHIIa TSHYJIHCh K Bepe ¢ mpockOoi opastaus. Bepa ocMoTpena cBon KapMaHbl, 1 OOHAPYKHUIIA,
YTO OHM ITyCTBl. A PyKH BCE TSIHYJIUCH, TSHYJIMCh K Hel!

— 51 e mory Bam nomous! He mory! — uyTh He 3apbiiana Bepa. — ¥V mMeHs y camoii Hu4ero Her!
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Ee kpuk 3armymany pasavpaioiiye MO3T CTOHBI M KpUKU. Bepa mbiTanach 3aTKHYTH YIIW,
3aKpHITh IJ1a3a, HO €€ MOCTOSTHHO TOJIKAJIM, NMUXaJIM, U OHA TIOHSJIA, YTO HE CMOXET HaXOOWThCS B
M3OJISIIIAM OT STOTO KOIIMAPHOTO, CTPAHHOTO MHpA.

Oma nonwia gajplie, OKuaas, 4To Koraa-HuOyab CKOpOHasi 10pora 3aKOHUUTCS, U CPEAU CEPOro
Mpaka OJIECHYT sIpKMe COJHEUYHble Jyuu. biecHyTt, uToObl yBecTu Bepy B MHYIO KM3Hb, MOJHYIO
cuacThsl 1 moOBu. Ho Her, mpocBeTa He HACTyHajio, HAOOOPOT, MpakK CryIIaJics, yOuBasi OCTaTKU
Hanex b1, Jlioeit B cepbiX, MOTPENaHHbIX OfIekAaX, YHUKEHHO MPOCSIIHX MOJasHUSI, CTAHOBHIIOCH
Bce Oonpirie. OHM OTYASTHHO CTYYaJIMCh B OTPOMHbBIE OCOOHSIKH, ITPOCUJIMA MTOMOIIM Y TeX, KTO IMpsi-
TaJICS 32 TOJICTHIMU KaMEHHBIMH CTEHAMH, HO BOPOTA He JKeJaln pacKpbiBaThesl. Kazanock, 9T CTeHbI
HaBCer/ia COXPaHST BOAOPA3/IeN MKy AByMsI MUPAMH.

Ho Bapyr... pa3pasncs cTpaHHbINA Ty, B OMHO MTHOBEHHME 3arjTyIIMBIINIA BCEe APYTUe 3BYKH.
Takoe orrymenue, OyITo ryaesia 3emiist. 3emiis 3aTpsciiach, B HeW MOSIBIJIMCH TPEIIUHBI. . .

JIronu, no3a0bIB 0 CBOMX HEB3rogax, Mo3a0blB 000 BCEM HA CBETE, C BOIUIAMU 3aMETAJIVCh,
pacTankuBasi Jpyr Apyra:

— 310 Apmareanon! ApmarenioH!

TpemyHbl B 3eMJie BETBUCTO Pa3pacTaliiCh, HE OCTABJIsAs HUKOMY HaJeK/abl Ha criaceHue. OT
BO3PACTAIOIIUX O CBOEH CHJIEe TOMTYKOB Pa3BaIMBAIMCh 3[IaHUsI, TOYHO C/IeJIaHbl OHU ObUIM U3 Kap-
TOHA WJIM Taribe-Mallle, 1 BMECTe C HUMH PYIIIJIACh WLTIO3HS CUYACThsI TeX, KTO HAaJesICs] BEYHO Mpsi-
TaThCs TIOJl CBOJJAMHU CBOUX OOraThiX OCOOHSIKOB. ApMare/yIoH HacTyrat!

Bepa meranack cpean ode3ymeBineld Tonmbl. KTo-To psaom ¢ Hel Kpudal, 4To 3TO JIeNO PyK
Yy’KaKOB, KOTOpPbIE PELIIIIMCH Ha OECTIOIAIHy0 BOWHY, 1a0bl 3a0paTh 3/1€Ch OCIEHEE, KTO-TO T0JI0-
CHJI, MOJI, 3TO HaKa3aHbe BoXbe, M pymiarcsi JBOpLB Oe33akoHMsI, Onyna, pa3Bpata. Bepa He 3Hama
WCTUHHYIO MPUYMHY KaTacTpobl, HO JIOTapIBAIaCh, YTO BUHOBATH B HEW BCE: M CKPHIBAIOIIUECS B
OCOOHSIKaX M YHM)KEHHO MPOCSIIIHe MoAastHusL. A, 3HAUNT, BUHOBATA. .. ¥ cama Bepa. U niis1 vee Toxe
HET criaceHusi?

Ho Tyt maxe B 3TOM BceoOIeM xaoce el yaaaoch pasrisieTh TeMHYI0 (pUrypy, Kotopasi mpo-
TaruBasia el pyku. [locslmanics ronoc, MpopeIBABIINIACS Yepe3 Iy, TPOXOT, CTOHBI:

— Wau ko mHe!

[NonBnactHast ronocy, TAaKOMY CHJIBHOMY M TerjioMy, Bepa Takke MpoTsiHy/1a pyKy HEU3BeCT-
HOMY, KOTOPBII MOJIHSLT €€ U TIOHEC.

— 310 ThI, Bens? — nuitanack noHsts Bepa.

Mosxer, oH, a, MoxeT, HeT! Ho ucxoasimee or HensBecTHOro Terio pacTonuiIo Jiej cTpaxa
COrpeJsio U3MYyUYeHHOE Ceplle. A BHU3Y, IJie TPOXOTAJIM B3PBIBBI, OTYETIIMBO MOCIBIIIAIOCE:

— Bepa! Bepal!..

JleByIiIka OTKpbLIa IMa3a, ee Oynuwia Mama. Bepa MalmHaIbHO IOCMOTpEa B OKHO: ykKe JICHb,
CyZs 10 BCEMY, YacOB IECATh WU Jake OOJIbIIe.

— 51 mo3mHO ycHyna, — BUHOBATO 3aMETHJIa AEBYIIIKA.

— Bepa! — Bo B3m1s11e AH(uUCH VIBaHOBHBI YHTAJICS YKaC.

— Yro ciayuwiock? — npoientaia Bepa, npeauyBcTByst HOBYIO Tpareuio.

— B mecTHBIX HOBOCTSIX nepeaaiu... Muxaun MuxaiioBuy U ero xeHa Pauca AnekceeBHa
noru6;nu. Pa3ommuck Ha MalmHe.

— W Bensa?!

— OH joctaBieH B 6onbpHUILYy. HO cocTosiHMEe KpUTHUECKOe, Bpaur TOBOPST, YTO OH BPSJL JIH. ...

Bepa, He nocnymaB MaTh, oTepsiia CO3HAHUE.

— ... To1 kuB! — nmoBTOpM Bene Bce TOT ke ronoc. — $ caepskai cioBO U BbITAIMI TeOs 13
JIart CMEpTH.
— On xuB! U Oyaer uTh! — MOBTOPSUIN JIIOAW B XaslaTax. — BBl COBEPUIMIIM HACTOsIIIEE YYTIO,
nipocpeccop.
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— JleicTBUTEIbHO, MAPHIO TIOBE3JI0, — COMIACHIICS TTPOBOIMBIINI OMEPAIUIO TIOKUIION XUPYPT.

Xupypr He XoTen ceOe MPU3HATHCS, YTO MPOU3OINE/IIee Ha ONEPAIMOHHOM CTOJIe SIBJISETCS
yynom u i Hero camoro. [IAPEHD BbIJT ABCOJIFOTHO BE3SHAJIEZKHBIM, Ho... BBIKAPADB-
KAJICA!

— OTBe3uTe ero B najary, — CKa3aj Xupypr CaHUTapam.

Cam OH 11T B OPAMHATOPCKYIO U TIOBTOPSLI:

— Yyno! Hacrosiee uyno!

...Bens omrymain qukyio 60k, KOTOpasi pBajia ero Tejo, pealbHOCTh U BOCIIOMUHAHKS ObLTH
CKPBITBI OT €r0 CO3HaHMS KaKUM-TO YepPHbIM MOJIOTHOM. OH He y3HaBaJl HUKOTO W HE UCITBITHIBAII
HUKaKuX UHBIX orryiieHuid kpome BOJIM. On kpuya, cpbiBasi rojioc, CTOHaJ, BbUJI, YCIIOKAUBASICh
JIMIITH HA KOPOTKOE BPeMs TIOCJIe CHIILHOM 10T 00e300/IMBaIoIIero.

C TeueHHEM JJTUTETLHOTO BpeMeHH (pr3ruecKkast 00k CTaia OTCTYIaTh, BO3BpaIaiach MaMsITh:
CHayvasa HeOOJBIIMMU (PparMEeHTaMH, TIOTOM 3TH (hPparMeHThI CKJIABIBAIUCH B €IUHYIO KOIIIMAPHYIO
KapTUHY TOTO Beuepa. .. «51 ObUI IbsiH, YTOBOPHJI OTIIA pa3pelinTh MHE BECTH MAIIUHY H...». «M» —
9TO KyTKas KatacTpoda, KoTopasi IpOU30IILIa 10 ero BUHE.

Bmecre ¢ BocriomuHanusmu [lpomuioro mpumuio oco3HaHue Tparmyeckoro Hacrosiero.
[Moru6smu ero pomutenu, morudia He3HAKOMast JIEBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH B3sUICs TIofiBeCTU. A caMm BeHs,
TMOJTYYMB TSKENYI0 TPABMY ITO3BOHOUHUKA, BO3MOKHO, HUKOT/IA YK€ He CMOXET XOIWTh.

HUKOI'JA HE CMOXET XOUTb!

OH 3aKkpbIBaJ IJ1a3a, OIIyIasi, Kak Mo IeKaM TeKyT ropsiuue clie3bl. Beunsiii kaneka! Pa3se
MOeT ObITh UTO-HUOYIb Xyke? OH HUKOrJa He MPOOSKUTCS TI0 3eJIeHOW TpaBe Wi (PyTOOTBHOMY
TOJTI0, He TIOOEeCUTCS Ha TAHIIJIOMIAKE, He CMOXKET JToOUTh. BeHs yxke Buaen ce0s B MHBAJIUIHON
KOJIsICKe, BUJIENT OOpallleHHbIe Ha HEero JKaJIOCTIMBbBIC B3MJISIB TeX, KTO ellle HelaBHO TJISIJIe)T C 3aBH-
CThIO U mofoOocTpacTueM (chiH camoro Muxauina MuxaiiioBnya!). Terepb OH yxke He 4esoBeK, a
nomyesioBeka. A 3to camoe crpariHoe! TBoi MO3r paboTaeT ¢ TOi ke TOPsTYHOCTBIO, UTO M paHbIIIe,
cepiiie ObeTCs Tak ke SIPOCTHO M CTPACTHO, HO TBOE TeJI0 MEPTBO, OO OECIOMOIITHO, HECTIOCOOHO
K KaKOMY-JIOO JIEHCTBUIO.

ITo HOuam BeHs yacTo BUIEN OHY U Ty e KapTUHY: OH KaTUTCS B UHBAJIMIHOMN KOJSCKE, a
HABCTpeuy UJIET MOJIOfasl JKeHIIMHA C YYyJICCHOW JIEBOUKOM JieT maTh. JleBouka rmokassiBaet Ha BeHio
PYUKOH U CHpAIlIMBAET:

— Mamouka, Kakoil cTpaHHbId Asigeuka. OH 4TO, He MOKET XOJUTh TaK ke, KaK Mbl?

— Her, — oTBeuaer mama.

— Ilouemy? — He yHUMaeTCsl IeBOYKa.

— He 3aaaBaii romynsix Boripoco. [lomm!

Bens BriusgpiBaeTcsl B KSHIUHY, HAJesICh, YTO ITO CIydyailHas MPOXOXkasi, HO KaKAbI pa3
y3HaeT ee. Korma-To oH ObL1 ee BO3TI0OJIEHHBIM U CJIBIIIAI IMBITKKE (Dpa3bl 0 BEUHOM JTIOOBU. A ceiiyac
OHa OTBOPAYMBAETCS, CIICIIUT MTPOYb.

...KAKOU CTPAHHBI JIOEYKA!..

Bens nipoceimnasics, ucromHo kpudai. [Ipuberany Bpaun, yCIOKaMBaIu €ro, HO OH pyrajics,
MTPOKJIMHAJI VX 32 TO, UYTO OCTABWJIU ero KUTh. JIyurrie 661 oH ymep! Torma Obl ObIBITIAS BO3TIOOICHHAS,
000XeCTBIIsABINAs cBoero BeHo, ppijiaia y ero MOriiibl, a He OTBOpaYMBaiach, He Oexaa!

Ho on xuB! Tounee, xusa IIOJIOBUHA BEHUA!

[ToroM K HEMy CTaJii MPOCUTHCS TMOCETUTEN, OCOOYI0 HACTOMYMBOCTH TMposiBiisia Bepa.
OpHako BeHst mpocrl HUKOTO He MYCKaTh, OH HE MOT M He XOTeJl BUIETh UX JKAJOCT/IMBbIC IJIa3a.
Bpauu BHsuIM ero mpockOe, CKa3ay MOCETUTENTSIM, UTO «CBUIAHUE ¢ OOJBLHBIM ITOKa HEBO3MOXKHO».

[MpaBna, Wi ABOMX OBUIO C/IEIAaHO MCKITIOUEHWe — JIsl YIpaBJsionero B jome orua Orera
BacunbeBrua u ero cyrnpyru Anekcanaps! [ puropbeBHbL. DTa moxuiasi, Oe3/ieTHas apa U paHblle
OTHOCHJIach K BeHe MouTH Kak K ChIHY, ¥ TeTleph IPOSBIISIA O HEM IPOCTO TporaresibHyio 3a60T1y. M
OH cziean uckmodeHrie. OHM MPUXOIWINA K HEMY CHauyasia HeHaJ0JIro, 3aTeM BU3UTHI CTAHOBHIIUCH
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oonee JUIMTEILHBIMU. BeHsi MpUHUMAT MX, IIOTOMY YTO YyBCTBOBAJI — MHA4YE COMIET C yMa OT OIH-
HOYECTBa U MOTHOM Oe3picxoqHocTH. CTapasich XOTh Kak-TO MoA0oApHTh IoHoITy, Oner BacuibeBnd
TOBOPUJI:

— B xwu3Hu ObiBaeT nosioca vcnbitanuil. Ee Hano nepexuts. U HamesAThes Ha Tydiee. Y Ou0-
nerickoro maps CojloMOHa MMeJIOCh KOJIbIIO, Ha KOTOpOM ObUTO HamucaHo: «M 31o mpoiiner». Korma
eMy CTaHOBHJIOCh OCOOEHHO TPYJHO, OH CMOTpEJI Ha Ty Ha/IKCh, TOHUMAsI €€ OrPOMHBIN (prstocod-
CKHUI CMBICII.

— Her, Oner BacuibeBny, — MpauHo otBeuasi Bens. — 1o He mpoiier. bone3ns He npukoBasia
ConoMoHa HaBEYHO K MOCTEJH.

— Ho 161 Moxerib nonpaButbes! Tl BcTaHels !

— 41 Hukora 6osbie He Bcrany, Oser BacuibeBuy.

— Henp3sa Tak, moii Mmasibunk. Hanevics Ha myainee! Jla, BOT errie 4to: ¢ TOOOM MO TIOBOY 3TOM
Tparequu Oyzet OeceoBath MMM He roBopu UM, 4To 3a pyaeM Haxoausics Thl. Hu B Koem ciryuae
He TOBOpU. MepTBBIX He BOPOTHIIIb, a TeOsI He IOJKHBI OOBUHUTb.

— Kakas Tenepp MHe pa3Huua’?

— Ilepecranb! Bee B k13HU elie MOXET nepeMeHUThcsl. OJHO 4ydo YKe MPOU30IIIO: Thl KUB.
PeasibHO 1 BTOpOE — ThI BHI3IOPOBEEIIIb, CTAHEIIb IPEKHUM U ellle MOOeKHIIb Ha CTOMEeTpOoBKY. Ho
eciu TeOs1 OOBUHSAT B MPECTYIJICHUH, KOHell Bcemy. .. Oberaenis Momyarh?

Bens onycrun masa.

[Mpomwio emme HekoTOopoe Bpems, 1 BeHio Bbimucam u3 6ompHuUIbL. [To mpockbe toHomm Oner
BacuibeBru JOroBOpWIICS ¢ aIMHHUCTpAIMEd OONBHHUIIBI, YTO 3a0€peT CBOEro MUTOMIIA HOYbIO,
TaiiHO. Bpaueil monpocui He AaBaTh HUKOMY HMKaKoW MH(pOpMAIMU HA O cOCTOssHMM BeHnamuHa,
HU 0 ero MecToHaxoxJeHnu. K Houn nogbexana mMaiimHa, yesina Benio nomoit. FOHolie nokasasnocs,
YTO C €r0 POAHBIM JOMOM UTO-TO ITPOM3OIIUIO: HA BOPOTAX — 3aMKH, CTAaBHU 3aKOJI0UEHBI. Takoe ory-
1eHre, OyATO BCE 3/1eCh BHIMEPIIO.

Tpoe caHUTapOB BHECIIM KOJISICKY C Mapain30BaHHBIM BeHeil B KomHaty 1 ObicTpo yuutu. Oner
BacwuibeBnu ckazain:

— Bort TBI ¥ OIIATH JOMA.

— loma! — ¢ ocTepBeHEeHHEM U 0OPEYEHHOCTHIO MOBTOPUIT BeHs.

CMoTpH, Kakoil cTos npurotoBuiia Asiekcanjpa I'puropbeBHa.

— bnaronapio, HO 1 HE XO4y €CTb.

— 3ps, 3p4g... Hy, na nagHo. 3anoMHu OIHO, MOW MaJIb4MK: Thl Aajieko He OemeH. Muxawm
MuxaiinoBrud 3apadoTalt XOpOIie JeHbI' U yIauHO UX Bioxku. U emme: vy 51, Hu Anekcanapa ['puro-
pbeBHa TeOs1 HUKorAa He OpocuM. [Ipuriacum Jiydmmx JOKTOpoB, BbuteunM. O0s13aTebHO BbUIeUnM !

— Cnacu60, — mpodopmoTtan Bens, ciyias JoOporo crapuka U MeJICHHO Mpoe3kast 1o KOM-
Hatam. Oner BacunbeBry npoposkant:

— O yem THI IOAYMaJ, KOra noabe3xai K gomy? Uro Tyt Hukoro Het? I1paBuibHO?

— a, ga...

— 51 onsATh Ke BCe ITO cliesial o TBoew mpockde. OOBSIBIII, UTO THI — HA JICYCHUU 32 TPAHUIICH.
Tak 4TO HUKOMY M B TOJIOBY HE NMPUJET UCKaTh TeOsi B POAHOM THE3JIE.

— Cnacu6o. $1 emie goaro He 3aX09y HUKOTO BUMETb.

— JaBaii ynoxum Te0s1 B IOCTEb. . .

— Her, — 6bicTpo oTBeTr Benst. — § yxe Hayumyics iepemMeniaThbes B OCTeNb ¢ KOscKu. Maute
otapixaTh, Oner BacuibeBuy, a s e1lie HEMHOTO MOCHKY.

— Xopor1o, Mo MaJIbyMK. 51 IefICTBUTENBHO ycTall. B ciyyae yero no3BoHuMIb MHE WIIN AJIEeK-
canape ['puropbeBHe. A BOT TyT 3BOHOK /J1s1 oxpaHbl. OHa Ha nnepBoM 3take. Eciu Bee ke 3axouelib
MOKYIIATh. . .

— Bonbioe criacu6o!
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Korna cmonkiu maru Onera BacunbeBuua u Anekcanapsl ['puropseBHsl, Bene nokaszanocs,
YTO €ro MepBoe BIEYaTJIeHHE MO BO3BPAICHUH U3 OONBHHUIBI OBUIO BEPHBIM: IOM yMEp; MepTBas
THIIMHA TIPEPHIBAIACH JIUIIIb TUXUM CKPHUIIOM KOJISICKU. BeHst 6eccMBICTIEHHO KaTalicsl B3aj-BIepe];
B KaXI0M KOMHaTe octayiock ero 3070toe BUEPA, Ho He 6bi10 CEI'OJIHS, 1, ckopee Bcero, HUKOTIa
He Oyner 3ABTPA.

CnyyailHO OH 3allenui JOPOry Ba3zy, MOJAPOK OTILy OT TFOPOACKON ajMHUHMUCTpaiuu. Baza
yraJia ¥ pa3ousach, XoTsi BeHs npeanpuHIMa HEYKJTIOKYIO MONBITKY ee rmoimath. OH MoCMOTpes Ha
OCKOJIKM ¥ 3apblIajl OT COOCTBEHHOM OECIOMOIITHOCTH; OH PEIlJI, YTO OIIYIIEHHEe MEPTBOrO J0Ma
BO3HUKJIO JIIIb IoToMy, uTo YMEP CAM BEHS. OH GecripecTaHHO MOBTOPSUT: «3aueM Bpayuu 3TO
cnenanm? 3adem criacau MeHs?! [loueMy st He orud B TOM KatacTpode BMECTe C OCTAIbHBIMU ? !»

Korga cun peiaath yke He octaBajioch, BeHsi BCHOMHMII O CBOe MOApyre — OTHEHHOU BOJIE,
KOTOpasi Tak nozagena ero! Ho ceiiyac oH orATh yBUAENI B HEll BpeMeHHOe U30aBJIeHUe OT TYIIEBHBIX
MyK. Bonblniast OyThUIKa Ha CTOJE JKJET €ro.

loppkas Biara ocTpo 0OOXIJIa OPraHM3M, OJIHAKO M OHA HE MpHUHeca oOJerdyeHus: yoexarb
ot ceOst Bens He mor! He B cuitax ObUT OH UM 3aCHYTh, HAOyXIIIMe BEKH HE JKeJaly CIUNAThCS, B HUX
CJIOBHO 3aCTPsITM UTOJIKM; 371€Ch, B IOME JETCTBA, OKA3aJI0Ch IaXe XykKe, CTpalllHee, TsoKesee, YeM B
OOJIBHUIIE Cpeu Uy XKUX JIIofiel. 31ech Bce MpekHee, POTHOE, 1a TOJBKO caM BeHsl MHOM, HaCTOJBKO
cnadbIil, Oe33aMTHBIN, YTO eMy TpeOyeTcs: oxpaHa!

BuesarmHo BeHst omryTui Takyio ropedb, YTO B TOJIOBe OJIECHY/A HOBasl JKYTKasl MBIC/Ib: HeE
MOKOHYHTH JIK cO BceM cpa3zy? TlonocHyTh OpUTBOM MO TOpIiy, U cpa3y UCYE3HYT My4YeHUs: — (pU3H-
yeckue U ayxoBHble. Kak ke oH panblne He mogyman? [Ipoctoe pemenue Bornpoca, 04eHb rmpocrtoe!

Bens Bbexan B KOMHATY OTIIa; TaM, B TYMOOUKe, JOJDKHBI JiexKaTh Jie3Busi. Ha ceii pa3 oH exau,
3aMupast OT JIETKOTO IIyMa MHBAJMIHOW KoJsickU. OH 6osiics, uto Oner BacunbeBuy, Anekcanapa
['puropbeBHa UM KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 OX PaHBI IOMHUMYTCS K HEMY, OTHUMYT OpHUTBY U TOrja. .. Uto Oyner
toraa? CrpsiayT Bce octpoe? CBsKyT eMy pyku? YrekyT B nicuxieueOHuity? s Benn aGcomoTHo
HE Ba)XHO: COOCTBEHHBIN JIoM M ricuxyedeOnuiia. Ho 3a aum cranyt CJIE[JUTD. Ero HaBceraa
OCTaBSIT CTpaJiaTh B MHBAIUIHOM Kpeclie.

OH NpOHUK B KOMHATY OTIIa, CyMeJ OTKPBITh ABepIly MiKada, goctan 6puty. OcTpas crajib
KocHyJsach ropia. CexyHza u koHell!.. «[laBaii, Bens, nasaii!»

He mory!!!

«Torma BCKkpoii BeHbl | »

OH MOHsJT, YTO AJIs1 PEHIMTEIbHOrO IIara JI0JKeH BBIMUTH emmle. Ckopee — B 3aJl, TaM JKJAeT
criacutesibHas Bojka. XJieoHnyts! Eme!..

BuesarHo Bene mokasasnock, 4YTo B KOMHATe KpoMe Hero KTo-To ecth. OH ompenesnus 3To 1o
CTPaHHOMY JIETKOMY KoJieOaHuo Bo3ayxa. Ho KTo 31ech MOKET ObITh?

— Oner BacunbeBuy, Bbl? — cripocuil B TEMHOTY BeHns.

OTBeta He mocneIoBao, oaHako BeHs omryman ybe-to apixanue. Cyas 1o Bcemy, 3To He Ba
YXQKUBAIOIINX 32 HAUM JOOPBIX CTapuKa M He OoXpaHHUKU. OHU OBl HE CTaJM MPATAThCS U TYT Ke
OTKJIMKHYJTUC.

— [Mocnymariite, — cka3an BeHst, — ey BbI PUIILTA OTPadUTh MOM IOM, 51 HE CTAHy BaM MelllaTh,
MOTHUMATB IIyM. $1 MOoKaxy MecTo, Iie TIOKOMHbIE POAUTENH MPSATATIM IEHHOCTU. A BBI Iooderaere
UCTIONIHUTD OHY MOIO TIpockOy. S Xouy ymepeTb, HO... He B CHJIaX MOKOHYUTH C cOOOM. Bbl MeHs
roHumaerte?..

BeHs ycrplimas Ierkuil CMeIokK, 3TO ero pa3o3JIuIo.

— Cwmeemibesa? A nogHumy ceifuac mym. MHe Belb BCE paBHO, UTO Thl CHEJIACIb CO MHOM. A
TeOs1 cXBaTAT!

— Ionosxu, — pa3pacs Xpuruislii rosioc. — He Hayto HUKoro 3Bath. S momory tee.

— ITomoxemn?.. Ckonbko Bac, xenalonmx mMHe rmomoub?! Tak, pasai! Ilapaii! ITokoHuu c
HECYACTHBIM KaJIEKOW. DTO HE CIIOKHO.
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N3 TemHOTHI OKa3asnack gurypa. BeHs He Mor paccMoTpeTh, KTO ero roctb. Mosnonoil oH uiu
crapbiii? BeHst MOTsAHYJICS K BBIKJIIOYATENIO, OIHAKO TAMHCTBEHHBIN MOCETUTENh TYT K€ OCTAHOBHUII
ero:

— He crout npusnekars BHUMaHUE.

— Ho 51 He Mory pa3roBaprBaTh B TEMHOTE, HE BU/ISl TBOETO JIMLIA.

— Croi1, Bens, a To s yiiy, ucue3Hy. A Belp s AelcTBUTENbHO Tipuiient, uroost [IOMOYb. Ho
HE CMEPTHIO, a HACTOSIEH KU3HBIO.

— U3pneBaenibcsi? — ropbKO BOCKJIMKHYJI BeHs.

— OTHIOOD.

— Tul MeHd maxe He 3Haelnb. Kak u g 1ebs.

— Mp1 3nakomsbl! Bermomum, koraa Thl onaji B KatacTpody, ¥ Bpaud CUMTAIN, YTO HE JOTH-
Helb 70 OonbHULEL. .. Bcmomun mowm ciosa: S BBITAIIY TEBS U3 JIAII CMEPTU. 4 o6emmain,
s ucioHWI. $1 cnac Te6s1 qaxapl! OneprupoBaBIINi TeOs1 BEIMKHUI XUPYPr HU HA UTO HE HAJESTICS.
OH nocuuTan ygauHyio ornepanuio yyaom. Ho To He ero uyno, a moe.

— Troe uyno, rocnoguu Benukuii @anrtazep? — BeHs oTyassHHO CUITWIICS YBUIETH JIMIO HEW3-
BECTHOT'0; eMy TOKa3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO CTapHK... [IpopucoBbiBaiack Bpoae Obl OOpona, AJMHHBIE, HO
peAKre B3JI0XMad€HHbIE BOJIOCHL. Y BeHM BAPYT MeJIbKHYJIA HEOKMJAHHASL MbICIIb. — Thl, HABEPHOE,
xypnamuct? [Ipobpacs B 4oM, 4YTOObI HAITUCATh 000 MHE CTaThiO?

— DTO CJAUILKOM MEJKO JJIs1 MEHS.

-0, na! Trr y Hac kpynHas ¢urypa, crapuk! COTBOPUJI YY 10! Hukak nocnas cioa HeOec-
HOU KaHuesipuei?

— Her, ner, s npencrapisio MHOE BEIOMCTBO. — [lake B TEMHOTE BUIHO, KaK JIyKaBO OJlIECHYIIN
r1a3a crapuka. Jla v He Takoi oH Bpoje Obl M cTapuk. [1o KpaiiHell Mepe, MOXO0/IKa y Hero 4eIoBeKa
elle He CTaporo.

— K10 TBI? — IpOCTHO BBIKpUKHYI Bens.

— Tak cpazy u He oObsicHuIb. [ToMuuIb y I'ete: «YacTriia cuisl s, jKenaBIed BEYHO 371a,
TBOPUBILIEH JHIb Onaroex». O, a Thl, MO-MoeMy, He u3ydan ['ere. XKab, kaib, MpeaoOONbITHAS,
npeMyzapas BeIuLa y Hero 31ot «daycr».

— Ilepecranp myunTs 3araskamu. MHaue no3oBy oxpany.

— He mymaenis v ThI, 9TO OHa criaceT TeOs1 OT camoro ceOsi, OT O0JIe3HH, PUKOBABITIEeN TeOs
K Kpecity?

— Ilpuien nousaesarbcst HaO MHOM! — rpocToHan Bens.

— Twt HecipaBeyIUB! — BOCKJIMKHYJT TAMHCTBEHHbIN Bu3uTep. — CHavana MeHs Mmyrajau oxpa-
HOU, 3aTeM IOI03PEBAIOT B YEM-TO HEIPUCTOMHOM, B M3JE€BATENIbCTBE HaJ JIMYHOCTHIO. [ToBTOpSIO:
s riputiest, ytoosl [IOMOYb.

[ocnenuss ¢gppaza HOYHOTO BU3UTEpPA ObLTa CTOJb YOeOUTENIbHOM, UTO y BeHM cTpaHHO 3aKo-
JIOTUJIOCh CEpALIE.

— ... Tak MHe yiTi?

— Ocranbcs!

— To1 getictButensHo XOYEID 9TOI'O?

— Ha! Ja!

HewusBecTHbIil mprOMM3KIICs, cell HAMpOTUB BeHu; cen Tak, 4To TEMHOTa CKpbIBaJIa €ro JIUIIO.
Bewnst mo-nipexxHeMy CMyTHO BUJIEJ TOJIbKO OOPOY U AJTMHHBIC, B3JIOXMAUYEHHBIE BOJIOCHI.

— KakoBa TBosI r1aBHast Mmeura?

— Crpannbiii Boripoc. Bunuis 3ty kosnsicky. Eciu 61 st Mor ¢ Hee Bctath! Ecm Obi!..

— Yro Obu10 OBI TOrIA, Bena?

— 41 681 Geran, mpbiran, ckakai! Tompko ceiiyac s MOHMMAID, Kak 3TO 3[J0POBO: CKaKaTh, Kak
KO3eJl. A CKOJIbKO Obl Yy MeHs ObUIO skeHIIuH! 1 Obl... 51 Obl... He xouy naxe meurars! Ciumikom
OOJBHO U TSIKEJIO.
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— Ilponmomxkail, — MOMPOCKH HEM3BECTHHINA. — §l Beb HEe CiydaiiHO 3agan Tede TOT BOIPOC.
Berarp, ckakaTh, JTIOOUTH KEHIIUH. .. 1 101r0 651 3TO MPOAOIKAIOCH?

— Bcio xu3Hb.

— A dto TBOS %13Hb? MraoBenue. He ycrien HacnaauTbest 6€30071a4HbIM IETCTBOM, U YKe —
IOHOILIA; HE YCIIeN MOPaoBaThCsl CBOEMY MAaKCUMAJIM3MY, a YKE€ — MOJIOION YesIOBEK, /1J1s1 KOTOPOTrO
r1aBHOe — OyyInast IepcrieKTUBa; YyTh MOAHSIICS MO CIYKeOHOM JIECTHUIIE, TOTPATUB Ha 9TO HEBe-
POSITHYIO yiiMy CHJI, a K TeOe oOpaIaioTcs yxke He «MOJIOJON YeJIOBeK», a «TOCHOIUH». A TaM U
CTapoCThb He 3a ropamMu. Tak 4To cyacThe TBOE B JIIOOOM ciiyyae OyleT HeOIT M.

— Ho... — Bens xoten cka3zarb, 4TO €CThb €CTECTBEHHBIN IIUKJ KU3HU UEJOBEKa, YTO eMy
Obl MPOXUTh HOPMAJILHO XOTsI Obl 3TOT MEPUOJ, OIHAKO clloBa Hens3BecTHOro 3acTaBMIIM €ro 3aay-
Mmatbcsi. TBOE CHACTDBE B JIIOBOM CJIIVUYAE BYJIET HEJJOJIT'IM... «MHe Obl rof rpexHeit
KU3HU!» — 4yTh He 3akpuyasl Bens. HemsBecTHblil paccMestics:

— Tw1 He mpaB! Xopolero MHOTO He ObIBaET.

Bewns pem, 4To €ro rocTb yMeeT YMTaTh MBICIH, ¥ OT 3TOro noexuics. Hounoii mocerurensb
TMOCTICIINIT YCTIOKOUTD:

— TBom cTpemiieHUs] TIOHSTh He CJ0XHO. OCOOEHHO /ISl TAKOTO, KakK $1, CTOJIBKO BCEro MOBU-
JABLIErO Ha CBETE.

— K10 TBI? — BTOpHYHO 3a7aJ1 BOIIpOoC BeHs, omyIasi CTyk CBOUX 3yOOB.

— Tor, kTO MpHHEceT Tebe cuacThe U MOIHOE OCBOOOKIEHHE OT MyK. Thl XOUelIb N30aBUTHCS
OT MOCJIEICTBUI KaTacTpodsl, 51 IOMOTY ...

— B camom ziene?! — nepe6un Bensi.

— Tsl cMIIKOM MHOTO BpeMEHH MOTepsiI B OOJNbHMIIE; Bpaul OSCCHIIbHBI TEpesl 3HAHUSIMU,
KOTOPBIMH BJIAJIEI0 TOJIBKO 1!

— He Bepio! — B3Bu3rayn Bens. — [Tycteie obemmanusi, 6eccMbICTEHHbIE HATEKIbL.

— Cxkopo TbI yoenuibesi B Moel rpaBote. Ho aToro masio: s1 nogapio tede BeUHyI0 MOJIOIOCTb.
Meura anxumMukoB CpeTHeBEKOBBS, BBICIIIEH TUTJIEPOBCKOM 3HATH, COBPEMEHHBIX Oorayeii AMeprKu
u EBporel. Ha Kakue TOMbKO MpecTyrieHusl OHU He IIUTM ¥ He UAYT, YTOOBI 3a/iepKaTh MpuoOImKe-
HUE CTAPOCTH. YBHI, UX TIOMBITKYU TIIETHHL. .. — He3Hakomer| mogqmurHys Bene u no6apwi. — Beunas
MOJIOAOCTh! DTO MOKpYyYe BIACTH, AEHET, CJIaBhl, CJAIle CEKCa M Pa3HbIX MPOYUX YIOBOJILCTBUN. ThI
CTaHeIllb MOTYIIIECTBEHHee, Ooraue JIoObIX mpaBuTeseil. Thl MepecTynHib OUepUYEeHHYIO YelIOBEKY
T'PaHUILy, ThI CTaHEIIb OOKECTBOM.

— Bonbioi myTHuK, aen. Tebe Obl B IUPK WM B HAIIIK BJIACTHBIE CTPYKTYPHI. . .

— Ockop6unstentib. Yto %k, pa3roBop He noayuusics. OcraBaiicsi B MHBATMJHOM KOJISICKe.

— Ha croit xe! Croii! [Tpeanonoxum, st moepio Tede. Uto norpedyens B3amen? lensru? bepu
BCE MOE COCTOSIHUE.

— DTOro Mycopa y MeHsl HaBaJIOM.

— Torma uro?

— OpHa TBOS pacIucKa.

— Pacriucka?..

— YTO THI OTHBIHE IPUHAJICKHIITH MHE.

— [Nonumaro... A nomkeH HarMcath €e KpOBbIO?

Her! He 6ynem 6anasisabIMU, — pacemesiyicss Heznakomerr. — [Ty oObIMHON PyYKOA.

W oH Hauasn AMKTOBATh; TEKCT IIeJT HA HEU3BECTHOM sI3bIKe, BeHs He mpecTaBIisii, uTo 3a Kapa-
KyJI BBIBOUT, U KaK €My y/IaeTcsl MX BBIBOAUTb, OIHAKO MHCAJ M MHCAJ, TOYHO BO UCIOIHEHHUE
Ybe-TO UyXKOH BosM. HamcaHHble cioBa caMul CKJIaJbIBAJIMCh B MTPEAJIOKEHUSI, HEBEIOMbIE CTPOYKH
3anoHsM Oymary. MHorna Bene ka3asock, 4to criemyeT octaHoBUThCS. Ho Het! YUto oH Tepsier?
Kuznb? Ee u Tak HeT, ecTb JIMIIb KaJIKOe Po3s0aHre B MHBAJIMIHOM Kossicke. [leHbru? 3aueM emy
Terepb JeHbI'W. BAPYT TOT, KTO CKpBIBAETCS MO/ MACKOW CTAPHKA, ICHCTBUTEIHHO TIOMOKET eMy?
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— Hy, Bot u xoporo, — 3amerun He3nakomen. — Ternepp citymiail BHUMATEJIbHO U 3aIIOMUHAM.
He nepenyraii!

Bens BciymmBaiicsi B €JI0Ba HOUHOTO TOCTSI, OT HANPSIKEHUS €ro JIoO MOKPhUICS MCIIAPUHOM,
npenynpexiaenue: «He nepemnyraii!» 3By4ano yrpoxaroiie.

— Bce nonsn?

IOnoma cynopoxno kuBHy. Crenyioras (ppasa Obuia He MeHee XJIECTKOU U KECTKOM:

— Cmotpu, HE TIEPEEJAI!

Bene nokazasnock, yro HezHakomer| pe3Ko BBIPOC ¥ 3arOIHMI cOOOM BCIO KOMHATY, JIEASHOM
BUXPb MPOH3WJ IOHOUILY, IIPOHMK B €r0 BHYTPEHHOCTU. BeHsl OllyTWII, Kak CBEJO KaX/blid Opra.
Korna, nepecunus cebsl, permicsi BHOBb B3IJISTHYTh Ha OCTs1, 0OHapy kw1, uto B KomHate HUKOI'O
HET. HouHoli HOoCeTUTENDb TaKke HEOKUIAHHO MCUE3, KaK U MOSIBUJICS.

Henyto HOub BeHsi HE COMKHYI a3, peajbHOE U CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE CIIWIUCh B €IUHBIN
NoTOK; BeHst GapaxTascs B HEM, CHIIMJICSI TIOHSITh: YTO ke Mpou3onuio? W mpou3onuio Jim 310 B
nevictButenbHOCTA? YTpoM nosisuiicst Oner BacwibeBruy, HO yBUJeB BeHio B KOJISICKe, BCILIECHYI
pyKamu:

— Tak 161 He crian? 3ps s mocayiai Te0s U He TOMOT IIepedpaThesi B KPOBATh.

— 4 cnau, — 6sicTpo otBeTH Benst. — 9 mory cnath 1 B TakoM niosioxkenun. Oier BacunbeBud,
MIPUOTKPONTE CTABHH, 51 XOUY YBUAETh CBET.

ITpaBusbHO, MO¥ MaIbUMK, paBUIbHO! JKU3HB NpooKaeTcs.

Bens1 Henpou3BOIBHO CYHYJ PyKY B KapMaH M Halynaja Tam JUCTOK. OT OXBaTHMBLIETO €ro
CUJILHOTO BOJIHEHMSI OH C TPYAOM MOHKUMAJ, 4To roBoput Oner BacuibeBuy.

— Io¥iny, npuroToBIT0 TEOE BaHHY.

EnBa Oner BacunbeBud yien, BeHst BoITaIlII JTMCTOK, BHUMATEIBLHO MTpoYelt ero. ToT camblil
TEKCT, YTO OH IMHUCAJI HOYLIO. 3HAYUT, 3TO HE COH?

Bens nmouyBCTBOBa, YTO XPaHUTh TEKCT OnacHo. Ero Hago BelyYMTh HAU3YCTh U YHUUTOXKHUTD
Oymary. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MIOBTOPUJI HE3HAKOMBIE CJIOBA Ha HEBEIOMOM $I3bIKE M BAPYT TMOHSUI: OHU
YETKO OTIIeYaThlBaIOTCSA B ero namsru. Ilocie BToporo pasa oH yxke MOT CLIOKOWHO BCE MOBTOPUTD.
Ho Ha Bcskuii ciyvail oH nepeunTan TAMHCTBEHHBIN TEKCT ellle pas.

W TyT npou3onuio HOBoe yAUBUTEIBLHOE SIBJICHUE: JIMCTOK BCIBIXHYI! BenbixHyn cam mo cebe,
Bens ezBa ycrien BHIOPOCHUTS €T0.

OH cMoTpen, Kak sIpKoe TulaMsi B CEKYHIy COXpajio Oymary, CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oM He OCTaBHB
OT Hee OOBIYHOW TOPCTKH TIeTlia.
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I'naBa yerBepTas
CrtpamHoe OTKpbITHE

Oco0HsIK Ha OKpanHe ropoyia ObLIT OKPY:KEH IBETYIIUM CaJJOM U HeIaBHO BBICTPOEHHOIN KaMeH-
HOH Orpajioii, TAKOW OrPOMHOM, CJIOBHO 3aaueid XO3siMHa ObUIO CKPBITh TaHBI JOMa M €ro o0uTare-
neft. JIom ObLT KYIUIEH HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3a] COBCEM MOJIOIBIM YeJIOBEKOM 10 MMeHH AHTOH Maii-
ckuil. HUKTO M3 MECTHBIX JKHTeNel He 3HAJI: OTKYJa OH U 3a4eM IMPUObLT B UX HEOOJBIIION TOPOIOK.
OpnHM yTBEpKAAJH, UYTO OH SIBUJICS U3-32 pyOeka, YTO OH MIOTOMOK KaKMX-TO OOraThIX PYCCKUX apH-
CTOKPATOB, Apyrue — OyITO OH OOBIYHBIN OAHIIUT, C/ICNABIIHIA COCTOSTHIE HA HE3aKOHHBIX OMepaIsax
Y caM e OT 3TOr0 CEPbE3HO MOCTPaAABUIMIA. AHTOH HE BCTaBaJI C KOJISICKU BCJIE/ICTBUE Mapalnya.

Cam x0351MH 0COOHSIKAa HUKOT]a HUYEro He MOATBEePKAall U He OTPUIIAJl, OH BOOOIIE CTapasics
HU C KeM U3 cocelield He oOmarbesi. Kazanoch, MUp 17151 HEro 3aMKHyJIcs IoMoM 1 caioM. OH yacamu
MIPOCHKUBAJT Y PACKPBITOTO OKHA, HAOMIOIas1 32 MOJIOABIMHU 3/I0POBBIMH paOOTHUKAMH. YTO 32 MBICTH
TMIOCEIIAJIH er0 B 3TH MUHYTHI? BO3MOKHO, OH 3aBHI0BAJT 1yKOMY 3[J0POBbIO, BOZMOKHO, JTIOOOBAJICS
UM, TIpeZICTaBIsAs ceOs1 Ha MecTe CaJIOBHUKA WU ciyxkaHku? Korya ycraBan cuiets B OTHOM U TOM ke
1103€, OH OITyCKaJl TOJIOBY, 3aKPBIBAJI 71432 M KOPOTKO OTIABaJl pacropsiKeHue CIyre HacueT odena,
BaHHBI UJIM Yero-HUOY/Ib TPYroro.

T'opomok ObUT MOX0X Ha MHOXKECTBO ApYrux B Poccuu. B neBsIHOCTBIE OH CIIMIIIKOM CHIIBHO
TIO/IBEPICsl «PBIHOYHON CTUXUM», OOJIbIIAs Macca HACENICHUsI OTYasTHHO MCKala padoTy, MTOCKOJIbKY
MPENPUATHS 3aKPbUIMCh. A B HOBOE BPEMs UX ITOYEMY-TO UMEHHO 3/I€Ch U HE CTPEMUJIMCh OTKPbI-
BaTh. Tak YTO HalTM PaOOTHUKOB IO YXOAYy 3a JIOMOM U cagoM MaiickoMy Tpyaa He COCTaBWIIO,
TeM OoJiee 4To MyIaThiI oH Xoporiro. Ho, ctpanHoe 1eso, Moan y Hero mofgoiry He 3aJep:KUBaJIHCh.
W rnaBHas npuyrHa 31ech ObUTa B cieaylomeM: paboTaolye B JOMe MOJIOAbIE MApHA U AEBYIIKH
(Marvickuii IpuHUMAJT TOJIBKO MOJIOABIX ) BAPYT 3a0051eBaIu, cadesi, HAYMHAN BHIIISIIETh TOPa3ao
crapuie cBoux JieT. [o okpyre nomia Mosisa: MoJi, atTMocgepa B J0Me Kakasi-TO He3/10poBasi, HEIpU-
SITHas, YeJIOBeK, rorajas Ciojia, OIlyIIaeT, KaK CJIOBHO BCESAHBIN YepBb 3a0MpaeTcs B HEro U BbICa-
ChIBaeT )KM3HEHHBbIE COKHM. MOXET, 9TO BCETrO JIUIIb CIIyXH, a HeOObsCHIMAsI 00JIe3Hb PAOOTHUKOB —
coBrnajieAre? Yto 1o HeMmpUATHON atMocdepsl... X03siMH Beeria ObUT YITUB, HUKOT]A HUKOTO HU B
yeM He norpekail. Tak 4To cpa3y HalUIMCh 3AIIMTHUKY MaicKkoro, Mpyu3bIBalole coceaen He pac-
MYCKaTh TIIyTble CIyieTHU. Ho CriieTHH CIUIeTHSMM, a KeNalolnpx padoTaTh B 1oMe AHTOHA PE3KO
noyOaBuiioch. [Ipuiiock qaxe HaHUMaTh racrapOaitepoB. Ho 1 Te, mopaboTaB HEKOTOpOe BpeMs,
BCKOPE CKPBIBAJIUCH T/Ie-TO B HEOOBSTHBIX MpocTopax Poccum.

OnHOM U3 TeX, KTO pe3KO BBICTYIAJa MPOTHB INIYIBIX CIUIETEH M 00OXKaia XO35MHA, Oblia
lanuna PsazaHoBa, uim, Kak ee Bce HasbiBaM — TeTsl ['ans. EquHcTBeHHas U3 mepcoHana oHa Oblia
yXke B Bo3pacTte (4yTh 3a MATHAECSAT) M BHIONHSIA OCHOBHYIO PaboTy IO AOMY: OT SKOHOMKH JIO
noBapuxu. ['anmHa yacto roBopusia 3HaKOMbIM:

— Jlroou ceityac monuti caadble, HEMPUCTIOCOOIEHHbIE K Ku3HM! [lyHEeT BETepOK — y HUX yXke
Kalllesib, MOJAHUMYT TSKEIOe — CXBAaTUT OCTEOXOHApo3. §1 BoH paboralo y rocrnogvHa Maiickoro
HECKOJIBKO JIET, U HUYEro!

OpHaxapl OHa mpunuia K AHTOHY U cKas3aa:

— Ham Benib HyXHBI JiIoAu?

— Koneuno, — orBetiy1 Maickuii.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh 1BOIOpOHAS IUIEMSIHHUIIA, 30BYT ee JIuza. 3ameuarenbHas 1€BOYKA, OYEHb
LIyCTpasi ¥ CMbIILLUIEHAs], BCE YMEET JesaTh.

— Ouenb x0Opoio.

—IIpaBna, ei1 Bcero cemHaanarb. OHa cMpoOTa, pOAUTENIN YMEPIU. [IeBOUKa NOKA KUBET y MEHS,
HO JICHET He XBaTaerT.

— CemHaauark. .. CIMIIKOM IOHAA.
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— Brl He nmoxaieere, rocriogud Marickuii. 9TO HaxoAka I Bac. XOTb BBHIIISIOAT OHA COBCEM
neBoukoil. Ho pasBura He 1o rogam.

— IomHoCTHIO TOBEpsI0 BaM, TeTs [ ans.

Cynp6a JIuzsl ObUla peleHa.

JInza okazasiach Xy/10i, C KOITHOM PbIKUX, BBIOIIUXCS BOJIOC, )KUBBIM, IOABKHBIM JiuiioM. [Tpu
BCTpeye JeBOUYKA C JIIOOIBITCTBOM TOTIsAbIBAIA HA OYIyIIero XO3s1Ha.

— MHe ckazanu, Jluza, Tbl ymeellb aguTh, CTUPATh, IIUThH?

— U eme roroBuTs.

— lotoBut y Hac Tets [ayist ¥ TOTOBUT HEIUIOXO. BO3MOXKHO, el OHag0OUTCS] TBOSI TIOMOIITb.
['maBHOe, OHa OyzeT MOChIIaTh TeOsI 10 BCEM XO3SIHICTBEHHBIM MOPYUYEHHUSIM.

— 4 cornacHa, — npocto orBeTwia JIuza.

— Toraa npucrynaii k padore.

— C cerognsHero aHs?

— Ha, na, npsimo ceityac.

— Iotinem co mHoM, — 'anMHa noBena meMsaHAMITY. JIn3a Ha MrHOBeHHEe 0OepHYJIach, ee Tia3a
BCTPETWIMCh C IIa3aMyd AHTOHA. XO3SIMH TOKa3ajics €l MHBIM, YeM BHavajie BcTpeuu. Torjga oH
BBIIJISIJIENT TIPUBETJIMBBIM H... HECKOJIbKO kajmkuM. [To-kpaiiHeil Mepe, Tak ero BocnpuHsiia Jluza —
COBCEM elIle MOJIOZION, a yXe Kajeka. Terneps OH ImpeCTaBIsIICs Topasio 6osee B3pOCbiM, a B3I/
ObLT BHUMATEJIbHBIM, M3ydarolmM. JInza He mpuaasa 3TOMy 3HaueHWs, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, XO3SIMH
XOYeT MOHSATh, YTO 32 YeJOBEeKa OH HaHSII.

Brpouem, yxe uepe3 MraoBenue nepes JIn3oi cuzien B MHBAJIMAHOW KOJISICKE TOT K€ MPUBET-
JIVIBBIIA, HECYACTHBIN MOJIOZION uesioBeK. [leBouKa YJIBIOHYIaCh U OTIPABHIIACh BCIIE]T 3 CBOCH TETEH.
Ona He ycblmnana, Kak AHTOH THXO TTPOOOpMOTAT:

— Eme panoBaro. OHa JOIKHAa HEMHOKKO MOB3pociieTh. COBCEM HEMHOXKKO. ..

Tenepp pbikast Xyapliika JIn3a BUXpeM HOCWIACH T10 JIOMY, HAIOMHSIS J1ake BO3/1yX HEYyTOMHU-
Mol sHeprueit. OHa MblJIa, cKkpebia, BHITUPaa, U KOMHATHI OJIMCTAIN YUCTOTOM; TPUHOCHIIA XO3AUHY
3aBTpaK, o0es, ykuH. Beuepamu, korjma AHTOH, YKPBHIBIIHUCH IIEJIOM, CHJIEN B MOMyIpeMe, YnTaja
€My ra3eTHble MaTepuasibl WIU XyIOKEeCTBEHHYIO JuTepatypy. JIuza BooOIe o0oxana uutate. B
nomMe AHTOHA HaXoIuIach Oosbias ouomoTeka. C paspelieHns X03s1Ha IeBOYKa MOCTOSTHHO Opaa
KHHTH; 3]1ECh OBLTH TIOBECTH, POMaHbBI KJIACCHKOB M COBPEMEHHBIX aBTOPOB, TPYbI ITO UCTOPUH, (PUITO-
cocum, apxutekType. Bedepamu, a, mopoi, 1 B epepbBax Mexk Iy padoToM, JeBOUKA JI0CTaBajIa Ove-
peaHoi (hOTMAHT U OCTOPOKHO, Aa0bl YTO-HUOYIH HE TIOMSATh, HE IOPBaTh, OrPYyOEBIIMMH OT PaOOTHI
NaJTbYMKaMU MEePeSTUCThIBAJIA OHY 3a Jpyrou crpanuiibl. CopepkaHue HEKOTOPBHIX KHUT €il TIOHSITh
OBLJIO CIIOKHO, TPeOOBAJIOCH CIielraiIbHOe 0Opa3oBaHue. XO03MH IMOMOYb el He Mor. OIHaX/bl OH
ckazan Jluze, 4To OONBIIMHCTBO KHUT He uMTal. «Bubnmoreka MHe JOCTanach OT POICTBEHHHUKOB,
OHU ObLTH (haHATAMU UTEHHMS, a 5 — TaK, IOCTOJIBKY — TIOCKOJBKY . ..». TeTs ['ajst mpocTo He moHnMasa
IeBOUKY: «Yero 3ps ra3a Hanpsrars? OtnoxHysma Obl ocae padotsl. [Tocnana, Win Kyzia CXoaumia.
Ho yem nasbliie, Tem Gosbinie v Oosbine JInza norpyskanach B HEBEIOMbIE paHee 111 Hee MUPBI CIIOK-
HBIX 00Pa30B, MHTEPECHBIX UJICH, )KUBOIUCHBIX KPACOK JIMTEPATypPHOTO CJIOBA.

Bckope Maiickuii oOpaTii BHUMaHUE Ha ellle OIHy OCOOSHHOCTh Xapaktepa JIM3bl: IeBOYKa
CTpOro Jiejiajia TOJbKO TO, YTO € BeJiesid, HUKOTrJa He TPOSIBISIA M3JIHMIIHEro JI0OOMBITCTBA, HEe
OTKpBIBAJIA JBEPIIH MKA(OB, HE PhIIACH B BEl[aX XO3AWHA M TOMY MOA0OHOe. DTO AHTOHA BIIOJTHE
yCTpauBaJio, M BCKOpe OH ckazai Jluze:

— Tet momopent. S mory noBeputh Tebe YOOpKy Moeit Tadoparopuu. Muem.

Jlaboparopust HaxomuiIachk B mojBaje qomMa. [Ipoiias mo AIMHHOMY KOpHUIopY, JIu3a yBuaena
BEIYIIYI0 BHU3 JIECTHUILY, PSIZIOM C KOTOPOW HAXOMWJICS TpeJHA3HAYABIIMICS JJIs XO35MHA CIIeIH-
aJIbHBIN MogbeMHUK. CaMa JleBouka cOexasia 1o CTyNeHbKaM U OKa3asach Nepe]] KelIe3HON JBepblo.
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B pykax AHTOHa 3BsIKHYJIa CBSI3Ka KJTIOUEH, OJHUM M3 KOTOPBHIX OH OTKPBUI €€ U NIEPBbIM BbeXall B
TEMHYIO0 KOMHaTy.

— 3axonu, Jluza.

JIuza omryTriia HEKOTOPYI0 poOOCTh, HO Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE 3/1eCh BCIIBIXHYJI CBET, 1JabopaTopust
MPEeBpaTUIach B OMHY M3 OOBIYHBIX KOMHAT OrPOMHOTO JIOMa, TOJIbKO CO cBoel crienudukoii. Ha
JUTMHHBIX CTOJIAX CTOSUIM KOJIOBI C pa3HOIIBETHOM KUAKOCTBIO, JIEXKAIN KAaKUe-TO MHCTPYMEHTHI.

— 41 3nech MPOBOKY HEKOTOPBIE OMBITHI, — CKa3al AHTOH. — [IoaToMy yOrparh HaI0 OCTOPOKHO.
Byzenib MbITh TIOJT, BBITUPATh MbUIL CO IIKa(OB, CTONA, MPOTHPATh BOT 3TH MHCTPyMeHTH. Ho HU B
KOEM CTydae He Tporaid IpoOUpKu 1 Kookl [IoHATHO?

JIuza KuBHYJIa, AHTOH MPOTSAHYJI €1 KJIIOY:

— D10 ayonukar. Youpathk 31ech Oyaelib pa3 B 1Ba IHsA. [leBouka eie pa3 OKUHYJIA B30POM
OrPOMHYI0 KOMHATY; HAaIllOJIHEHHbIE Pa3HOLIBETHOW KUAKOCTBIO KOJIOBI TOYEMY-TO HATIOMHHWIIU €H. . .
MaJIeHbKME BO3IYIITHbIE MApUKH. «IHTEPeCHO, YTO B STUX CTEKJISIIIKAX 7>

Bripouem, 310 coBceM He ee JIeno.

B TOT nIeHB B omMe Maiickoro ciyunsioch erne ogHo coObitue. [Toce obena kK Hemy B KaOWHET
SIBUJICS Obep, ¥ OHU O YeM-TO JIOJNTO pasroBapuBaiv. JInza ycibliana JUib OKOHYaHHEe Oecepl,
KOTJa pacKpbuIach JBepb, U MIodep 3aCHelni K BHIXOAy. XO031H BClIel KpuJalt:

— 51 yBermuy Tebe xasioBaHue B JBa pasa!

— Her, xo34uH, He Mory.

— I'ne o1 emme 3apadoTaens Takue AeHbru? Y Te0s cemMbsl.

— Kak-HuOyap BBIKpYYYCb.

— JlypakThbi, 6parerl, TOBEPUJI HEJIETIBIM CIUIETHSM !

JIuza 3Hauna, yto modep B nocaeJHee BpeMs 4acto 00J1es1, TOCTOSHHO KallUIsil, CHIIBHO TOXY-
7€, TIO1 TJIa3aMU TOSIBUJIUCH TeMHBIE KpYTy. OH CBSI3BIBAJT YXY/IIIEHHE CBOETO COCTOSIHUS C padOoTOM
B 9TOM JIOME, [1Ba JHS Ha3aj npsmo 1ipu Jluze 3asBui o0 3tom tete ['ane. Ta B 0TBET BO3MYTHIIACH,
HasBaJia ero (pantazepom. OnHako modep CTosI Ha CBOEM:

— Yt0-TO 31€CH HEYUCTO. I YXOKY.

— 3auem? X034MH TaKOU MPUATHBIN U 1IeApblid yesoBeK. [lotom noxasneers.

— He noxanero. 4 momnonoit, pyku, Horu, ciaBa bory, ectb. Ters ang eme pa3 nmonpocuiia
nioepa Kak cieyer nogyMarb, HO OH JIaxke He CTajl IPOJoJIkKaTh pa3roBop. M BOT cerogHs oH yIen.

Anton npurnacui Jluzy, IeBodka cpa3y 3amMeTH/Ia, YTO HACTpOeHHe Yy Xo3suHa ruioxoe. OH
Pa3apakeHHO CTyYall KOCTSIIKAMU MajbleB MO CTONY, B3I ObUT HEJIOBOJIBHBIM, 3JTBIM.

— Wnnotsl! — 6opmotai oH. — Kakue e uauoTsl!

JIuza crosina, nepeMuHasich ¢ HOrM Ha Hory. Hekotopoe Bpemsi X0351MH ee CI0BHO He 3ameyall,
MIOTOM OCTBUI, U YXe 0oJiee MATKUM TOHOM IPOM3HEC:

— ITokunyn Hac I'eHa. ITpocTo B35 M XJIONHYI ABEPBIO. A Bellb OH M 110 MarasuHaM €3/1WJ1, 1
0 Pa3HBIM KOHTOPaM C MOUMH MOPYYEHUSIMH.

AHTOH B3JI0XHYJI U ITPOOJIKAIL:

— [punercs TeGe B3SITh Ha ceOs ellle YacTh XO3SUCTBEHHBIX 3a00T, Mpeke BCEro — 3aKymarhb
NponyKThl. JJoroBopuiauch?

JIuza kuBHyna. JInio xo3sMHa cpa3y 0KHMBUJIOCH, T71a3a TIOBECEJIeIH:

— 3aprutaty Tede 51, KOHEYHO e, YBEeJIHUYy.

— Cnacubo.

AHTOH YJJOBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJI M BAPYT KaK-TO CTPAHHO IOCMOTPEJ Ha JIEBOUKY:

— Thl Takas XyaeHbKast. Yk He OosibHA JTK yem?

— Yro BbI, — nocnemHo orBeTwia JIuza. — Ilpocto g ouenp noaBuxkHasA. Ters ['ans roBopwur,
YTO s HE XOXKY, a JIeTalo.

— Ha, na, — ynelOHYJICSl XO3MH, OH OISITh Ka3ajcs Ha PEAKOCTb MPUBETIUBBIM. — Thl OYEHb
Hrycrpasi.
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— Pazpemmre, 51 noiiny? V mens macca aedn.

— KoneuHo.

JIuza ybexana, ¥ MOTOMY HE BHJETAa YCMEIIKM AHTOHA, HE CIIBIIIANIA €ro TUXUX CJOB. — ThI
OBICTPO B3pOCIIeelb, AeBouKa. CKOpo MpUAeT U TBOM Yac.

Ecnu 61 OHa gaxe yciplmana, To He TIOHSUIA B YeM JAeJO. . .

[TpoGnema ¢ mogepom pazpemmmnack ObICTPO, YKe uepes IeHb rmocie yxoaa [ enHaaus Ha 00b-
siBJIeHre MaicKoro 0 BAaKaHCUM OTKJIMKHYJICS YeJIOBeK ¢ YKpawHbl o uMeHn CinaBa. Emy Obuto 1Ba-
ALATh TPH TOJa, BBICOKHUMA, KYIPSBBIA, C 100pO YJIBIOKOW, OH OYKBAJILHO MCTOYAJ CUITY U 3710POBBE.
O «35oM poke Oose3Hel», MpecieAynIIuX pabOTHUKOB B JoMe Maiickoro, oH JIMOO He CJIBIIIAl,
00 «He o0pallial Ha TaKKe MeJIOYM BHUMAHUs». AHTOH ObLT HEBEPOSATHO JOBOJICH €0 MOSIBJICHHIO,
yIBIOAJICS, 3a/1aBaJT BOIIPOCHI:

-V Bac Gosnbinasi cembsi?

— 41 neTnoMOBCKMIA.

— Bor kak? — mogoOHoe cooditieHue moyeMy-To ere 0oJbine oopagoBaio Maiickoro. — U 'y
BacC HET POAHbBIX?

— Her, — maxnyn pykoit CiiaBa. — Matb oTKa3ajach OT MEHs.

— INouemy?!

— 4 ee mpoctun. Bpems torna Ha YkpawHe ObIJI0 OUYeHb Tspkesioe. 1 He momHI0 ee. MOKXHO
CKa3arh, COBCEM HE 3HAIO.

— A Kak y Bac co 3710poBbeM? — ionHTepecoBaicsi AHTOH. U TyT ke 100aBII. — YK U3BUHUTE
3a BOITPOC, HO pa0bOTHI B IoMe MHOT0. M MHe HyKHa NMOMOIIIb. 51 Be/lb CAMOCTOSITEIILHO TTEPE/IBUTaThCS
HE MOTY... A KOrjia 4eJiOBeK MOCTOSTHHO OIOJIJIETEeHUT . .. [ToliMuUTe MEeHsI IPaBUIIBLHO.

— He Bonnyiitech, — CriaBa 1€MOHCTPATUBHO TIOUTPaJl MYCKYJIaMHU, — 1B WJTA TPH pa3a B KU3HU
ToceIna Bpaya, 1a ¥ TO ¢ MPocThiM obcnieioBanueM. Ha pabote TpeGoBasu CIipaBKy.

— Omm4uHO, OTIMYHO! A 3a CaJloM MPUCMATPUBATh MOXEIIb? — AHTOH yiKe TIepelies Ha «Thi».

— EcTb y MeH$ ¥ OIBIT CaJIOBHUKA.

— Torma Gyzenb 1 mogepom, U CaJOBHUKOM. 3apIuiaTy CTaHellb MoTy4Yarh ABOWHYIO.

AHTOH Ha3Basi cymmy, CliaBa MPUCBUCTHYJT M JIOBOJIBHO PaCCMESICS:

— INonxonur.

CnaBa B3suics 3a paboTy, 3acyurB pykaBa. Kak paGOTHUK OH ObLT HACTOSIIECH HAXOIKOMU, J1a
Y YeJIOBEKOM OKa3aJicsi OOLIUTEIbHBIM, BECEJIBIM, 3aBOJHBIM: TeTI0 [aJTio 1o Becesyio My3bIKy IpH-
Iainaj Ha TaHell. Ta BHaYasie OTMaxuBasiach, HO 3aTeM, YCTYIasi HACTOMYMBBIM ITPOCKOAM MOJIOZOTO
YejioBeKa, coryammanach. Co CTOPOHBI MX TaHEI] BBIIJISIIE HACTOJIBKO KOMUYHBIM, 4TO JIn3a oT cMexa
BaJIWJIACH C HOT. A TIOTOM JIOXOIMJIa o4yepeb 1o camort JIusel, ee, mpaeaa, CliaBa Ha TaHel| He MpHU-
r1amniaj, Ho 6e3 KOHIa oTyeBas 3a0aBHbIMU 1IyTKaMu. [Tocnie oOmenus co CraBoi JeBOYKa OIIIy-
11aJ1a, 9To el XOUeTCs KUTh, BECEIUThCS, M BEPUJIA, UTO JII0ObIe POOIEeMBbI pa3peraTcsi caMu COOOM.

IMporwio Hekotopoe BpeMsi. OaHak bl JIu3a 3anuia B KaOMHET X035IMHA, TOT CUJIET Y PaCKphl-
TOrO OKHA W, KaK OOBIYHO, HAOJIOA 32 LBETYIMM, OypsiuM MupoM. JIuza ropomnnia Oivke u
yBujiena 3a okHoM CraBy. B 9TOT Teruiblii BeCEHHUI JieHb OH paboTas B caly OOHaKEHHBIM JIO T0sICa.
Kask1p1id MycKyJI ero Tejia OyIro urpajl, nopaxas MOIIbIo, KPaCOTOM 1 310pOBbeM. [IeBoYKa HEBOJIbHO
3a11000BaJIACh MOJIOJBIM YEJIOBEKOM M TYT 3aMETHJIA, YTO M X03uH cMoTpuT Ha CiaBy. U kak cMoOT-
put! Bynro xummHuk!

— Xoport? — BAPYT cpocusl AHTOH.

JIuza 3acMyInianack, pacKpacHesach, HO Bce-Taku KuBHysa. M TyT ona nogymana: «[louemy 30
XO3SIMH UHTEPECyeTCsI My)KUnHaMu?..». AHTOH, BUAUMO, IIPOYUTAIT €€ MBICITH, 3aCMESLICS:

— 51 HopmasTbHBII My)kunHa, JIn3a. Koria Obu1 310pOBBIM YesIoBeKOM, 000ka xeHIuH. Couii-
koM o6oxan! Terepb Mory 000XkaTh MX TOJIBKO MBICJIEHHO. 3aT0 JTI00YIOCh 3I0POBbEM JIPYTHX, CTABIIIO
ceOst Ha MX MecTo, Ha MecTo Toro ke CiaBbl. VBB, JIn3a, 9T0 TO, YTO MHE OCTAJIOCh.
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JIuza TsKes0 B3AOXHYIA, e ObLIO MO-HACTOSIIIEMY JKaJlb XO35MHA.

— JlagHo, JIuza, 3aiimMuchk aenamu. HyxHo yoparbcs B 1abopaTopuu.

JleBouka Opocuia ele ofuH B3MJIsAA B CTOpoHY caga. CnaBa HareBasi, U Jake COJHLE pajo-
BaJIOCh, Jlapsl eMy JIeTKUi 3arap. YBujeB B okHe JIuzy, momaxai eil pykoi. Y JI€BOYKH JIPOTHYJIO
ceplie, oHa NoHsiia, urto CraBa eil HpaBUTCS.

Tak mporeTesio erie HECKOJIBLKO MecsIeB, 1 co CllaBoi BAPYT YTO-TO CTaJIO MPOUCXOAUTh. OH
CHJIBHO TIOXYJIEJT, IIOCTOSTHHO 7KaJIOBAJICSI HA HeJIOMOTaHKe, KalllIsI, Y HEro 4acTo MOJHUMAJIACh TEM-
nepatypa. AHTOH cpasy ke TPOSBUI O HEM YAMBHUTENIbHYIO 3200TY, ochkuian CliaBy B OOJBHUITY Ha
oOcieoBaHNe, HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 BBI3BIBAJT Bpaua Ha JJOM, OTUIAuMBaI JiekapcTBa. Bee JokTopa roBo-
PYJIN OJTHO M TO K€: HIYETO CEPhe3HOT0, MPOCTO HEJTb3s MePeyTOMIIATHCS, Hellb3s1 padoTaTh TOJIbIM Ha
BeTpy Jaxe jietoM. AHTOH fas1 CiaBe HECKOJIBKO BBIXOJHBIX JIHEH, HACTOSIB, YTOOBI OH TOXKUJI B €T0
JoMe Kak roctb. Ho HU OT/IBIX, HY JIeKapCTBa, HA COBETHI Bpadyell He TIOMOTali HeCYaCTHOMY TMapHIO.
Bckope JIuza ¢ ykacom Havyajia 3amMedarh, Kak Ha MosiofoM Jiuie CiaBbl OSBUIMCH MOPIIUHBI, a
BOJIOCHI TPOHYJIA ceinHa. K KOHITy JleTa B HeM TPy/IHO OBbUIO Y3HATh MPEKHETO MBIITYIIETO 37I0pOBbeM
KpacaBlia, KOTOPOMY 9yTb 32 JBA/IATh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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