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JlerTa Purep
JleBymIKa-BOMTEJbHHALA U
TAMHCTBEHHbIN CTPAHHHUK

HNcropusa 1 Kenraa neepb

Anexcanopa

Mup usmenusics. U, moxanyii, KpoMe MeHsI HUKTO TOJIKOM M He 3HaJl, KAKUM OH ObLJT KOT/1a-
TO — MOYTH YeThipecTa JieT Ha3al. CJI0BHO IMraHTCKUI CMepY I10 Halllel TJIaHeTe MTPOHECIIach BOMHA
— crpamHas 1 6e3xanoctHass. CoOBITHS TEX JIET TOBOPAT JIMIIh O TOM, YTO 3TO ObLIa He OOWHsA, a
TMIOJIHOE B3aMMHOE YHHUTOXEHHE, T7e YK€ HUKOMY He ObLIO Jiefia O MoCcnenCcTBUil. B xon mutn Bee
BO3MOXXHBIE BHJIBI OPYKHsI, B TOM YMCJIE XUMHUECKOE U SIIEPHOE, KOTOpbIe HAHECI HAMOOJBIIUIA
yuiepO 1 HEeroIrpaBUMBbIiA Bpell BCeMy )KMBOMY Ha TUlaHeTe. B TOT jeHb, Korga Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH,
MUP MOKPHITHIA OJIESTIOM TeTUIa BAPYT 3aCThUI B 3BEHSAIICH THIITMHE, HACTala Dpa BbUKUBAHHMS.

B Toii BoliHe moru6;mm MHOTHE, HO, K YVBJICHUIO, BBDKUBIIIHX, OHA HEC/Ia He TOIbKO CMEPTh, HO
Y HEeBEPOSITHBIC U3MEHEHUS B TEHETUYECKOM MPUPOJIE BCeX CYIECTB, KUBYIUX HA HAIIEH TUIAHeTe.
Jlionu, )KMBOTHBIE U JJaKe PACTEHHUsI MOMYYUIM HEBEPOSTHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOKHO
OOBSICHUTB.

A MHe J1ocTanach — Be4Has KU3Hb.

— YepToB jec! — BeIpyranach s, OTKJIOHSISICh OT OCTPBIX BETOK BBICOKOTO J€pPeBa, KOTOPOE TaK
¥ HOPOBWJIO MEH$I cliarnaTh. B cBoM BoceMHaalaTh-yeThipecTa s OblIa JOBOJIBHO JIOBKOM. [la, 310
BOBCE HE OIleyaTKa, XOTs MO BO3PaCT 3By4MT J1I0BOJIbHO cTpaHHO. Ho TaCamasiBoiiHa octaBuia MHe
0coObIll TIONAPOK — B CBOM UYETBIPECTa JIET s 00/1a/iaa BHEIIHOCTHIO U CHUJIAMH MOJIOJON JEBHUIIHL.
U3 roma B ron st He MeHsu1ach. B 3TOM, KOHEYHO, MHOTO TUTIOCOB, HO €CTh U CBOM MUHYCHI. Kakue?
[oxamnyi, packpoio 3T0 B JaJIbHENIIIEM IOBECTBOBAHMY, TaK KaK cefyac s HEMHOT'O 3aHSATA.

S HeckoNBbKO pa3 B3MaxHya ONECTAIMM MeYoM, 00pyOast IpeBecHble PYKU-BETBU, KOTOPbIC
TaK ¥ HOPOBWJIM MEHsI CXBAaTUTh, 0CBOOOKAast ceOe myTh Briepes. [Ipupona, Kak 1 Bce Jpyrue KuBble
CyILIECTBa, OTYasTHHO OOpOJIach 3a CBOE CylllecTBOBaHuUe. Y cerofHsi, Korjaa s yxe JBaAlarhiil 1eHb
MOZIPSIT AepKajia MyTh Yepe3 HeMpOXOAUMbIE KYHIIN KUBOTO Jieca, Moe TeprieHre ObLIo Ha UCXOTIE.

IMoce ToitCamoiiBoiiHBI Jieca CTanu eIUHBIM KUBBIM OPraHU3MOM, OOJAIAIONINM Pa3yMoM,
M He Bcerga ObUTH pajibl HEMPOILIEHBIM TOCTsM. M IHIb MOSI Cusla ¥ OCTPBI Me4 MOMOTajii MHE
MIPOJBUIaThCS BCe ITyOxe M TIyOXke B JIECHYIO Yallly, K KOHEUHOH 1ies Moero roxozaa. Copok et
Ha3aJ1, Korja 5 371ech OblIa B TIOCJISTHUN pas, Jiec Ka3aJics Kyaa Oosee Tuile U 6e3omacHee. A, MOXeT
ObITh, B T€ BpeMeHa s cama ObUla YyTOUKY JoOpee U He IUIa HalpsIMUK, a crapayiack o0xoauTh Jlec
CTOPOHOM, YTOOBI JIUIIHUI pa3 He 3JTUTh M HE PAHUTBD €ro.

Kakux-T0 copok J1eT, a 51 CIOBHO JIpyroi uenoBek. Hukoraa Bo MHe He ObLJIO CTOJTbKO HEHABUCTH
1 oT4asiHusl. MHe HY)XKHO ObUIO BEPHYThCS, UTOOBI CHOBA CTaTh COOOM. .. HO TMOMOXET JI MHE 3TO?
4 He 3HaW. ..

[To myTu MHE TO U J1eJ10 NOMNAAATUCh OTTOJIOCKU MPEKHEN [IMBIIM3ALIUN: KaKHe-TO MOCTPOUKH,
a TOYHee — OCTaBIIMECs] BUAUMO, HA3JI0 TIPUPOJIE, CTOATh HECKOJBKO CTEH BETXOro 3aaHus. I e-to
elle yleses KapKkachkl pkaBbIX aBTOMOOWJIEH, JIEKAIH B TPaBe JIETAIM JIABHO 3a0BITHIX MTPUOOPOB U
Apyrue MpeaMeThl, KOTOpble KOrJa-TO BEPHO CIIYyXKUJIM uyesioBedecTBy. HoueBaTh MHE TPUXOIMIOCH
Kak pa3 BOJIM3M MOUX “Haxomok” — Jlec nx HemomoOIMBaI ¥ OM3KO HE TIOIXOANI.

Ha nBaanats nepBblii IeHb MOETO MOXO/a, U3HYPEHHAs! ¥ yCTaBIlasi OT JAOJTOro MyTH, s BCe-
TaKW CMOIJIa JOCTUYh CBOEH MepBOM 1eJi — 3TO Oblia HeOOJIbIIast xKeTas ABeph B OrPOMHON CKaJle.
Ckana xe 3Ta ObUIa HACTOJIBKO BBICOKOHM U KPYTOM, UTO MOJHSITHCS HAa HEe YesIOBEKY ObLIO MIPAKTH-
YEeCKM HEBO3MOXKXHO. A OOOWTH HUKAaK HEJb3s: BOKPYI Pa3MHOKAJIOCh TUIOTHOE KOJIBLIO KOJIIOYEro
KyCTapHHKAa C METPOBBIMH IIHUIIAMH.
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S mocrana xectsHylo (PISKKY M3 PIOK3aKa M cfienasia HeCKOJIbKO OofbImx rioTkoB. [locrne
rIyOOKMi B30X oOneryeHusi. MHe moBesso — s 11e1a 1 HeBpeauma. CTOUT ckasaTb, OOJIBIIOE CIia-
cr00 MOeMy Hapsay — KpacHbIM OpIOKaM M3 TUIOTHOM KOXH, YEPHON KOKAHOW KYpTKE U BBICOKUM
OOTMHKAM Ha TOJICTOH MOJOUIBE. DTOT HAPSJ OTIMYHO 3aIIMINAT MOE TeJIO OT KOJIOYEK M OCTPBIX
BETOK, KOTOPBIMU OBLJT MOJIOH ¥ TakK oraceH KuBoii jiec. XOpoIo XOTh 3Bephbe, KPOMe MEIKUX TPbI-
3YHOB, MO MyTH HE MOMagaIoch. BuamumMo, Bce KpynHble TBAPU JaBHO YIILUIM 3a JIyYIled XU3HBIO, U
s1 UIX TIPEKPACHO MOHUMAIO.

[TpuceB Ha GOJBITION BaTyH, Ky/Ia NaJaJiv JIyYd Be4epHEro COJTHIIA, 51 peliia HEMHOTO OTJIOX-
HYTh — MHE HYXXHO OBLJIO TIEPEeBECTH AyX — BIepeIu ObLI ellle AJTMHHBIA U He MEHee TPYIHBIN My Th.
VY06paB ¢ uia IIMHHBIE YePHBIC MPSIN BOJIOC, KOTOPbIE BEIOUIVICH U3 MPUYECKH, 1 3a)KMYPHJIa I71a3a,
YIBIOHYBIIIACH 3aXOfsIIeMy conHily. I Oblia ropaa coOoid, Belb CMOIJIA B OOMHOYKY MPEOA0JIeTh
CTOJIb CJIOJKHBIN ITyTh U T0OPAThCS JI0 KeAToi qBepu. [1ycTh 3T0 ObUIO He BIEpBBIE, HO KaXIbI pa3
sl paJjoBaJIach 3TOMY JIOCTHKEHHUIO CJIOBHO peOEHOK.

Ho mos pagocts nminack Heponro. HeoxkunanHo, cpeiy OrpOMHBIX BalyHOB, UTO JIEKAIU Y
CKaJIbl, s yBHJEJA YeJIOBeKa — 3TO ObUIO HACTOJIBLKO BHE3AITHO, UTO s TYT e MOJACKOYMIIA U MalllH-
HAJILHO CXBAaTWJIAch 32 PyKoATKY meva. Cepmiie 3a0MIoch vaire, a yCTaJloCTh Kak PyKOW CHsIO. S1
ObLJIa TOTOBA MPUHATH OOH.

Ho Bckope crasio sicHO, 4To MOsI MaHWKa OblIa TipekaeBpeMenHa. [lomorias Onmmxke, s MoYyB-
cTBOBaJIa ce0s1 HeJIOBKO. Heropaneky ot enToil JBepy CUJIeN cTapell U, Kaxercs, apemai. Ha Hem
ObLTa BeTXasl HAKKM/IKA C KAITIOIIIOHOM, ITOKPHIBAIOIIAs BCE TEJIO M TOJIOBY, a €r0 HOTM 3aIlUIIaJIN CTa-
pble M3HOIIEHHbIe OallIMaKky. 3aKphbIB I71a3a, OH CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY BIEpe, TaK, UTO ero ceaas bopoaa
Kacajach KoJieH. PA1oM, y ero HOT CTOsT 0ObeMHBIN PIOK3aK, KOTOPBIN, KaK U BCE €ro Bellld, BBITJIS-
JeJ1 HEBaXKHO.

OCTOpOXHO, CTapasich HE IIyMETh, 5 MOAOINUIA elle OMVMKEe W POBHBIM TOJIOCOM CIPOCHIIA,
YTOOBI HE BHIJJABATh BOJHCHUS:

— DM, Tl KTO TaKOM?

OH He OTBETWJI, OCTaBAsICh HETIOJBUKHBIM.

Ox, Kperko ycHyJ, CTapuKaiiika, pemmuia si. Hageloch, on He ymep? Xots, eciu u ymep, To,
MOET OHO U K JIyUIlIEMY.

[ypiia MeIKMMU KaMHSIMU 110[], IOJOIIBOM, 51 CA€Jajia Iar ¥ HAKJIOHWJIACh K €ro rojioBe.

— D-3i1! — Ha 3TOT pa3 rPOMKO KpUKHYJIA 5.

Ho craper BHOBb HUKaK He OTpearupoBall U MPOIOIKaT IPeMarh.

— Crapuk! — Toraa KpukHyJia s, Kak MOXKHO TpOMYe M Ha 3TOT pa3 TOJKHYJIA €ro B KOJIEHO
HOCKOM CBOETO MACCUBHOTO OOTHHKA.

3710 cpadoTaNo — cTaper] TyT ke JepHYJICA ¥ MOTHST TooBy. OH yIUBIEHHO TIOCMOTpEN Ha
MeHSI CBOUMH OrPOMHBIMU ToTyObIME I71a3aMu. OHM ObUTM TAKUMU SICHBIMHM, CJIOBHO y peOeHKa.

— ThI KTO TaKOU? — HAKUHYJIACh 51 HA HETO C YIPO30id, HECKOJIBKO pa3 JIOBKO MPOKPYTUB MeU
B CBOEM PYyKe — IyCTh 3HAET, YTO CO MHOM CBSI3bIBAThCS OMACHO.

Crapuk mpoaoKai no-uau0TCKU XJIONAaTh IJIa3aMy U MOJTYaTh.

— Tol HEMOH, UTO JIU? — CITPOCHIIA 1, KOpYa JIMIIO OT HEAJOBOJILCTBA — HAKOHEII, JKUBOU YeJIOBEK
3a CTOJIbKO JHEW U TOT He pa3roBapuBaeTr. — Yero TyT Jenaelib? — s Bce e He Tepsijla Haaexabl. U,
HaKOHell, OH 3aroBopui. BepHee 3ab6opmoTa:

— ... 4... xay, g4 Kay.

— Yero? — s mocTaBwia IpaByIo HOTY Ha KaMEHb M HAKJIOHMJIACh OJTMKE K €r0 MOPIIUHUCTOMY
JIVLLY.

— JIBepb, — OH B3IVISIHYJ HA KEJTYIO0 JBEPb, — MOKA KTO-TO BBIMJET UM BOUeT. Boliiner umm
BOHJIET. ...

— 3auem Tebde 3T0? — 5 C MOJO3PEHUEM TPUIITyPHJIA TJIa3a.
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— MHe HYXHO... — OH HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJI, — 51 IPOCTO CTapuK, U y MeHs ecTh Jejo. [locnennee
JeJ10, KOTOPOE $1 IOJDKEH CliesiaTh Iepel] TeM, Kak YMpY, — OH 5KaJIOCTJIMBO ITOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS.

Hy u 3penuie. [TaxHeT oT HEro Kakom-To OE3bICXOHOCTHIO.

— Tel XOTb 3Haewb, Kyga BeieT 3Ta ABepb? Thl TaM CAOXHEIb B CaMblil ke MEepBbIi JeHb. 5
YIUBIISIIOCH, KaK Thl BOOOIIIE Clofia 100paiCsl, — XMBIKHYJIA 51, @ [TOCJIe CHOBA OIICHUIIA B3IJISIIOM CTapiia
¥ TIyOOKO B3[OXHYJIA: HY Ky/a ke JIe3eT 9TOT Hec’yacTHbI? Jloma Obl cHIeN Jydile U CIIOKOHHO
oMU paJl.

[ToHumasi, 4T0 OMaCHOCTh MHE HE YIPOKAET, 51 yCTPOUJIACh HA BAJTyH HAlIPOTHB CTAPUKA U BbITSI-
HYJIa HOTY, KOTOPBIE BCE €111e TY/AEIN NOCIIe IJTMHHOW I0POTH.

— CMepThb He MyraeT MeHsl, — POCK pUIIeT €r0 roJIoc, — s 3/1eCh yKe YeThIpe JHs, U Oy/1y CUIIETh
70 TeX MOp, MOKa MHE HE yAacTCsl BOMTHU B 3Ty JBEPb.

— Yerbipe aHs, ToBOpUIIB? BIxomut, Tel He Ooutibest [TycThiH cMepTH? — 51 YIBIOHYJIACh eMy
Y, YBUZEB TIOATBEPKICHUE B €r0 Ila3ax, JoO0aBmiIa: — A Thl OTYAsTHHBIN, Ienyss. Trl B Kypce?

— MHe npocTo Hy)KHO KO€-UTO ClIeJaTh NEPEe CMEPThIO, — XPUILIBIM IOJIOCOM MOBTOPUJI OH
CBOE HAMEPEHHUE.

— 3BYUMT, KaK KpPUK OTUYasIHUs, — ChsI3BIJIA £,  TIOCJIE CIIPOCUIIA, — 3HAYUT, CaM Thl HE 3HAEIIb,
KaK OTKpbITh J1BE€pb?

— He 3Hato0, — pazouapoBaHHO OTBETWJI OH, IOTYIIUB B3IJISI.

Crapuk BbIIISAIEI KAJIKUM, 1 MHE TIOYEMY-TO 3aX0TEIOCh [IOMOYb eMy. fl MoHMMasa, 4To OH
OyzieT b 00y301 I MEHsI, U, BOZMOXHO, TOJIBKO YCJIOKHUT MOU yTh, HO MHE IOIPOCTY OBbLIO
CKYYHO. A BbI, HEOOChH, PEIIIIU, 4TO 51 0Opas ayma? Her, Hudero nogo6Horo.

— XM... A 3Haellb, s TyT NOIyMaJja, Mbl MOKEM ITOWTH BMECTE.

Crapuk Ha CeKyHy MpUOOOIPUJICS, a TIOCE BAPYT MPUYHBLT U C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO, TSI/ U3~
TIOJI TYCTBIX CeIbIX OPOBEH, CIIPOCHIT:

— Ho 3auem 1eGe nmomorars TakoMy Kak si? Tl — mpekpacHasi BOUTENBHUIIA, & BCETO JIUIIb
JPSAXJIBIA CTapUK. ..

— Om, 3aTkHuUCh! JlaBaii einb, e, BCTPAXHKUCH B 0OIIeM, CKOpO OTIIPaBUMCS B MyThb. Jlec —
JIMIIb IIBETOYKH O CPAaBHEHUIO C TEM, UTO XKJET HAC 3a 9TO 1Bepbio. S yxe ObBasia Tam, 3HaI0, Kakast
XpeHb TaM TBOPUTCs. Bpary He noxenaeuib, — 51 TSKeJI0 B3JOXHYJIA U TOAHSIACH HA HOTH.

— Kak ckaxerip, — MpoOMSAMIIMII OH U JIOCTAJT U3 PIOK3aka sIONOKO, MOTep UM O Kpaill CBOei
HAKUJKHU, U TYT e MPUHSIICS TOPOIUIMBO, MPUIMOKUBAS, KeBaTh. 3HAYMT, ellle ObLII0 YeM I'PBI3Th
s16;10ku. MoxkeT ObITh, MHE JOCTAIOCh OecCMepTHre, a eMy 370POBBIC 3yObI?

Sl ynpIOHyIach 3TO MBIC/IHU, JOCTaNIa U3-3a CIIMHBI CBOM apOasieT M BJIOKHIA B HEro CTpely —
HY)XHO OBLIO MOZACTPENMTh TIapy NTHUI] — KTO 3HAET, BAPYT B IlycThiHE cMepTH ¢ AWYBIO CHOBA MPO-
Onembl. B mporuiblii pas, s 4yTh He IOruona OT rojofa, pelyB, YTo NTUIIA TaM ellle He MepeBesach.
Bonbliie MHe He XOTeJIOCh TaK PUCKOBATh, OTIPABIISIACH B IyTh O3 IPOBU3UH.

K cuacteio MHe noBe3Jio, Henojaieky s yBUJeIa CEMEUCTBO KypOMaToK, U Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT TPY U3 HUX CTaJIM Moel noObruer. f 3arpysmia cBoe JoOpo B PIOK3aK, MOAOILIA K CTAPUKY
U cKazasa:

— [lopa BeLIBHTATHCA.

— TemHeeT, — 3aMeTWI1 OH, IS B He00. — MoKeT ObITh, IEpEeHOUYeM B Jiecy?

— Cpasy BUIHO, YTO Thl HU pa3y He ObLT 3a 9TOH IBepbio. 1 Kakoro xpeHa Thl BOOOIIE Ty/aa
noniepcsi? — GopMoTaa s, 1maras Brepes.

— Yro Tbl MMeelIb BBUAY? — CIIPOCHII CTAPUK MHE BJIOTOHKY.

Sl noponuia K JBEpU U KPUKHYJIa My Yepe3 IUIeYo:

— JlaBait, Taiy CBOIO CTapyIo 3aJHUILY CI0O/Ia, U BCE Y3HAelllb!

OH HEeTOPOITMBO MOJHSIICS, 3aKUHYJI Ha TIJIEYH CBOU MOXKUTKY U HA YAMBJIEHHE JOBOIBLHO OO/I-
PbIMU Y IIMPOKUMHU IIATaMH MOAOILEN KO MHE.

— Mars TBOI0O! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA £, 3a/IpaB roJIoBy BBepX. — [la Tbl OrpoMHBIii !
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— ¥V MeHs cpeJHUl pOCT, — OTMETHII OH, — IMPOCTO Thl KOPOTHIIIKA.

Eie u sa3BurenpHblii!

— 3aT0 HenmpyMeTHas1, — POLeaIa s CKBO3b 3yObl, OTBETUB Ha €r0 KOJIKOCTb.

1 emie pa3 ¢ omackoi MOCMOTpea Ha CTapyuKa — KOrJa OH CTOsLT ceivac psAOM CO MHOM TakoOn
3I0POBBIA, MHE ObLIO He 10 ceOe. Pa3zHuIia B HallleM pocTe COCTaBIsIa CAHTUMETPOB ABALIATD,  TO
1 OOJIbIIIe, U 51 TIOUEMY-TO TIOUYBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 BAPYT CIa0O0i PsiIoM C HUM.

XM... Xopolasi i1 uziest 6parb ero ¢ codom?

«OH Bcero JMIIb APSXJIbINA CTApHUK, — yroBapuBaa s ceOsi, — Tebe HI4ero He CTOUT YOUTb ero
B CJly4ae, €CJIM YTO-TO MOUJET He TaK».

Ha tom u ycriokomnace.

— Tak, — 1 BepHynach K IBEpH, — HY’KHO MpOM3HeCTH 3aKkiuHaHue. Ceiyac... — s TPUX/BI C
CUJION CTYKHYJIa TIO IBEPU U Havyajia TPOMKO M OTYETJIMBO MPOU3HOCHTH CIIEYIONIHE CI0BA:

Hoy 5, exoorcy s, 08epb, 0m308Ucy,
Bpemsi npuuino, mol mMHe nokopucs!

[Tocne cka3zaHHBIX MHOIO CJIOB, 3€MJISI 110 HOTaMH Havajia JpoKaTh U AIBEPb CO CKPUIIOM TYT
e OTKpbUIach epe Hamu. CTapuK, IIMPOKO PACTIaXHYB CBOM TOTyObIe I71a3a, Tapalycs B IITyOrHY
TEMHOTO IIPOXO/a.

— 3BaksimHanue? U Bce? — yaIUBIEHHO CITPOCHIT OH.

— Tyt HyXHO HACTYNUTH HA JIBA KAMHsI B MPABUJIBHO TMOC/IENOBATEIBHOCTH, U CpadaThiBaeT
MEXaHU3M, — yeMeXHYyJ1ach 1. — Ho 6e3 3ak/IMHaHus HUKaK. XpeH 3HaeT, Kak 3TO YCTPOEHO, HO TaKue
IIpaBUJIa, — MOSICHWIIA 51, HAIIPABJIASACH BIEPEN.

— DM... a TaM TOYHO O€30MacHO? — OH MPOJOIIKAI TAPAIIUTHCS B IPOXO].

— Oi, He apeiidsb, — Opocuiia s eMy, — UIU 32 MHOU, — 51 YBEPEHHO BOIIUIA B TIEIIEpy.

VBuUIEB, 4TO CTapel] HEYBEPEHHO MPOILLEST 32 MHOM, 5 TYT K€ TPYK/bl XJIONHYJIA B JaJOIIU U
JBEPb HAMEPTBO 3aXJIOMHYJIACh. XOTs 3TOT (POKYC 5 IPOJEIIbIBAIIA YKE MHOTO pa3, BCE PaBHO pediek-
TOPHO B3/IpOrHyJ1a OT rpoxoTta. K ToMy ke Mbl MOMEHTaIbHO OKA3aJIMCh B TIOJIHOW TEMHOTE.

— Tlonoxnem, noka mia3a MpUBBIKHYT, — IIENOTOM cKasaia 5. — [Ipunercs uaTu Ha OulyIb.
OCTOpOkHO, HA KPbIC HE HACTYIIU.

— Yro? Kpbichl?! — ycrblinasa s yIMBIEHHbIM M 3aMETHO UCITyTAHHBII I'OJIOC MOETO CITyTHUKA.

— Ilyuy, nypuia, — yapIOHyIach s U gocTaia (hoHaph, KOTOPBIN BCE TO BpeMsl Aeprkajia Haro-
ToBe. — U kpbIc TyT HeT... HaBepHoe, — moclie ¢ ycMmenikou go0aBuia 1.

Crounso MHe HakaTh Ha MaJIEHbKYIO KHOIIKY, KaK SIpKUI CBET TYT K€ HAIOJIHUII NIELepy.

— Wpem, — oOparuiiach 51 K CTapuKy, KOTOPBIN 4aCTO KPYTHJI TOJIOBOM, TIBITASICh OCMOTPEThCS, —
cervac Thl IOMMEIIIb, TIOYeMY HOUb JTyUllle TPOBECTH 371eChb. Majio KTO 3HaeT 00 3TOM MecTeukKe, Kyaa
MBI HaIlpaBJIsieMCsl, HO TaM Mbl CMOKEM Kak clieyeT OTIOXHYTb. [laBaii, He oTcTaBail.

MBbI BOIILTH B Y3KHUH MPOXOJ] ¥ MEAJICHHO ABUTAIMCh MUHYT ABA/IIaTh, IOKA HE JOCTUIIIN MECTa,
IJ1e Telepa pacumpsiiachk. 31ech, ObUIO HECKOJIBKO OTBETBJIEHHIA — OIHO M3 HUX TIOMEYEHO KPaCcHOM
Kkpackoi 1 noanucano: “IlyTs k [TycTbiHEe cMepTH”, OCTaJIbHBIE TP HUYEM HE BBLIEJISUIUC.

— JlaBaii cioia, — 51 yKazaja Ha CaMblil TPaBblil TPOXOJ], KOTOPHIM He ObUT HUKAK OTMEYEH.

— Thl yBepeHa? — C COMHEHHEM B IOJIOCE CIIPOCHII CTApUK, IS/l HA OTBETBJIEHUE C KPAaCHOW
Ha/IITUCBIO.

— Ara! — g He cTasa BaaBarhCs MOAPOOHOCTU M Cpa3y HBIPHY/IA B TEMHOTY.

[Tpoins elie HECKOIBKO JIECATKOB METPOB, NEPe] HAMU CHOBA BO3HUKJIO HECKOJIBKO OTBETB-
JIEHU#, ¥ Mbl BHOBb BOLIUIM B CaMO€ IIPaBO€ U3 HUX. 3/1€Ch MOEMY CITyTHUKY-BEJIMKaHY MPUILIOCH
YaCTO HAKJIOHSITHCS — MIPOXOJ ObLT Y3KUM U HEBBICOKUM.
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— W kyaa Mbl uaeM? — CTapvK Hayasl BOJTHOBAThCS.

— VBumIIb, — CyX0o Opocuiia s emy.

Msuoro Oyaet 3HaTh — CKOPO cOCTa... Aif, 4epT ¢ HUM!

B Kakoii-T0 MOMEHT MBI BBHIIUIM B JIOCTATOUYHO MPOCTOPHYIO Telepy, riae Onectesa BOgHAs
I71a/1b TIOJ3EMHOTO 03€epa.

— Tpunim, — 061eryeHHo BBIJIOXHYJIA 51, — 3]IECh €CTh BOJIa, MOKHO ITPUTOTOBUTH MOECTh, a
ere MOMBIThCs. OX, Kak s JaBHO 00 3ToM Meutana! [lepku, — s KUHY/IA eMy CBS3KY XBOPOCTa, 4TO
coOpaJia mpeJ TeM KaK OTIPABUTHLCS B ITyTh. — ITO OCHHA, MOKET rOpeTh TBEHAAIIATh YaCOB M K TOMY
e TIOUTH He ABIMUT. ECTh YeM pa3BecTy OroHb?

— Jla, — CTapuK CKMHYJI C IUIeY YBECHCTBIH PIOK3aK M Hayasl HIapUTh B HEM PYKOM.

— Iloka 6poch 3TO [IE710 U UM CI0a, — sl HAITPAaBUJIACh K 03epy, a MOCIie MPOIIUIa BJOJIb HETO U
MOBEPHYJIa 32 MPUPOAHYIO CTEHY U3 KaMHs1, CTAPUK CJIeJOBAJI 32 MHOM, — CMOTpH! — s yKa3ajia pyKou
niepes coOow.

[Nepen Hamu ObUTa HEOOIBINASA SIMa, METPa JJBa HA JiBa B IIIUPHUHY U, HABEpHOE, He OoJiee MeTpa
B IJTyOMHY, OHa ObLIa HATIOJTHEHA BOIOM, OT KOTOPOW BBEPX MOJHUMAJICS TIap.

— T0 ropsyas Boja, UaeaJbHOE MECTEUKO, YTOOBI MOIUIECKAThCS, — YIIBIOHYBIIKCH, CKa3aia
. — Tak, a Teneps cBayM oTCiona, s OyAy nmpruHUMaTh BaHHY. Kbim! — 51 cienana cooTBeTCTBYIOIMIUIA
KECT PYKOHU.

Crapuk, 3aMETHO CMYTHUBIIIUCH, TYT e TIOKMHYJT MEHSI.

CrpaHHBIT OH BCce-Taku. YTO-TO B HEM He TaK, AyMmalia s, CTATUBasi C ceOs1 KOKaHbIe IITAHBI.
HyxHO pa3y3Hatb, 4TO y HEro 3a A€o Takoe TAaMHCTBEHHOe. Bce-Taku coMHUTENbHBINA OH Tull. Ha
KOU 4epT sl BOOOIIe CBsA3aIach C HUM? A ¢ APYTrOil CTOPOHBI — XOTh KaKasi-TO KOMITAHUS, 51 YKe JIBa
Mecsilia B MyTH U TOJIKOM HU C KeM He oOmmanack. [la M XpeH ¢ HUM, B UTOTe peluia s, 3ajie3as B
BOMy — Oyapb uTo Oyner!

— Mars ero, Kak XopoIo! — BOCKJIMKHYJA 51, © MOH TOJIOC TYT K€ OTO3BAJICSI 3BOHKUM 3XOM
TI0 BCey Telepe.

XOpOIIeHbKO HAMBUIUB CBOE TEJIO ¥ BOJIOCHI, I €Ille MHHYT TPUAIIATh HeXUIACh B 9TOH BOC-
XUTUTEIFHOM, CO3JIaHHOM MPUpPOION, BaHHe. HakoHeI-To, MOM JIJTMHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCH HEe OyIyT
MaxHyTh JEPbMOM, Ha KOTOPOM MHE MPUXOAMIIOCH CIaTh TIOCEJHUE Mapy MeCsIIEB.

Bruiesas U3 Bozbl, s mogyMala, 4to Mocjie Toro, Kak JIeaysisi HaKynaeTcs, Hy)KHO OyzieT mpo-
CTUPHYTb CBOM BenIMuku. $1 Hajmena yucroe Oebe M (pyTOONKY, KOTOpbIe XpaHWIa Ha TaKOH CITy-
vaid. KypTKy, mTansl 1 O0TUHKHY I OCTaBWJIA HEJAJICKO OT TOpsiueil BAHHBI, YTOOBI POBETPUIIHCH. B
nieriepe ObUIO TETUIO, U sl He BUjieNa HaJoOHOCTH ceivac HajieBaTh UX Ha cebs. EnquHcTBEHHOE, UTO
MEeHsI HECKOJIBKO BOJIHOBAJIO, 9TO MPHUCYTCTBHE CTApHKa — Pa3ry/IMBaTh Nepe] HUM B HIKHEM Oellbe
HE OUYEHb-TO XOTEJIOCh, HO C APYrOM CTOPOHBI — Kakoe eMy Boooie ieo A0 MeHsA? OH ke cTapbiii
U, TIOJH, y’Ke HY YepTa He BUIUT.

1 BBITILTA K KOCTPY U OTMETHJIA, YTO MOU CIIYyTHUK YK€ TIPUJIAJNUI KOTEJIOK, U TeTleph CUINUT Ha
KaMHe, OIUTIBIBAs KypOIaTKy. 3aMeTHB MOU SIBHO HeJJOOPBIH B3IJIsiI, OH CITPOCHL:

— Hapeioch, Thl HE TIPOTUB?

— CeronHsl cheJM OJHY, — OTpe3ana s. MHe He OYeHb-TO HPaBUJIACh UIEs IeJTUThCSI C HUM
JMYBIO, HO €CJIA OH OYy/IeT TOTOBUTS, TO $, MMOKATYH, He Oy/y BO3MYIIAThCS.

— XopoIio, — OH KUBHYJI, — Y MEHSI €CTh HEMHOTO OBOIIIEH M KPyIa, JOJDKEH MOMYYUThCS
HEIUIOXOM CYII.

— OT1M4HO, — 51 cela Ha HeOOJIBIION YCTYII, — 9TO 3BYUMT AMIETUTHO, a 51 )KYTKO TOJIO/IHA.

— Ckopo Bce OyaeT roroBo, — mpoOyOHWIT OH, KaK-TO CTPAHHO KOCSICh Ha MEHSI.

OH uro, nstmuicst Ha Molo rpyab? CoBceM CThIT IOTEPsLT, CTApblil XpeH!

— Hapeiock, — 51 ¢ ykopoMm mocmoTpena Ha crapuka. OH TYT ke CMYIIEHHO OTBEPHYJICS U
MPOAOJIKIIT BO3UTHCS C MTHULIEH.

CMmy1aercst Kak MaJIb9MIIKa, ei oory!
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INoka cyn rotoBuics, s1 pa3oOpasia CBOU BEIM U OCBOOOIIIIA PIOK3aK, KOTOPBIN TOXeE peria
TI037€e OMOJIOCHYTh B rOpsTYei BOJIE.

Vke cKopo B Telepe BUTAIM YyJeCHbIe apoMaThl KUIISIIEro Ha OrHe cyma. 51 yke J1aBuiach
CJTIOHOM, yMUpasi OT TOJIO/IA, & CTAPUK JIMIIb MHOTA IOMEIIMBAJ €ro, MpoOOBaI Ha KPaellKe JIOKKU
Y TOBOPHT:

— Pano.

— Yepr, Korga yxe MOKHO OyAeT ecTh? — BO3MYIIAJIACh 1.

— IMouTH roToB, — CypOBO OTBETHJI OH, CHOBA YKPAJIKOW TOTJIsIbIBAs HA MEHS.

— Jlen, na xBatuT nsmMThest! — orpe3ana si. — CoBcem oxpeHed!

— Pa3Be MOXHO TaKOU KpacuBOM MOJIOZION JIEBYIIIKE TaK IPyO0 pa3roBapuBaTh CO CTAPUKOM? —
OOMKEHHO CIPOCHIT OH.

— Cawm T8 sieBynika! Kak xouy, Tak 1 pasroBapuBato! Eciiu s BHIVISKY Ha BOCEMHA/ILATh, 3TO
ere HUJero He 3HauuT! MHe, MexXay IPOYMM, YEThIPECTa JIET YK€, U Thl MHE B IPABHYKU TOIUIIILCS,
TaK 4TO MeIlai, JaBail Cyn 1 MOMaJIKMBai, — pa3oruiack 5. — M He nisibest Oosbiire!

— YertsipecTta s1eT?! — cTapuK MOJHST HAa MEHs1 yIMBJIEHHbIE I71a3a. — Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— B Hamem mupe 1 He Takoe BO3MOXHO, — OypKHYJIa 51, a TIocjie TUXO J00aBUIa, — I0CTAIOCh
B HACJIEJICTBO €I11€ OT BOWHBI.

— Tak 3HauMT, THl IOMHUIIIL, KAK BCE 3TO MPOU3OLLIO?

— Ecmu 6s1!.. Cto pa3 nomH0! Hudero s yxe He moMHI0! MoxeT ObITh COBCEM HEMHOTO, CaM
e JIOJKEH MOHUMATh, YTO Hallla TAMSTh JAJIEKO He COBEPIIEHCTBO. YeIoBeK ejBa MOKET BCIOMHHUTD,
YTO C HUM OBUIO TOJ Ha3a[, a TYT IeJIbIX YEeThIPecTa. . .

Sl omycTHIa rOJIOBY U € COXaIeHHEM MOyMalia O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CTpaHHAas U JUTMHHAS Y MEHS
KU3HB, U, IOXKATYH, COBEPIIEHHO HUKYEMHas1. XOTs, KOHEYHO, C STUM €I1le MOXHO TTOCIIOPHUTb.

— T'oTOB, HaBepHOE, — BAPYT CKa3asl CTapell, [T/ Ha KOTEJIOK, — ceiuac Hajbio Teoe.

OH B3s1J1 MHCKY, HATIOJTHUJI TOPSTYMM apOMATHBIM CYTIOM M TIOJIAJT €€ MHe.

— CHayana Thl MOelllb, a Tocye 1. Y MeHs BCero OjiHa Tapesika, — MOSICHI OH.

— JlagHo, — 6pocuIa 51, — a Thl MM TIOKa TIOMOACS, TTIOTPeil CBOM CTapble KOCTH.

— 41 He 3HaI0. .. — OH CMOPIIWJICS, CJIOBHO eMy OblIa MMPOTUBHA 3Ta UIesl.

— Wau, nom, — NpUKpUKHYNa 51 Ha HEro, — MOXET ObITh 3TO OyAeT MOC/e/IHsIsl BAHHA B TBOEH
KU3HU.

OH cupen, He NIeTOXHYBIIKCH U OMYCTHB IJ1a3a.

— Jla uro ¢ To60it Takoe? Yero 3actbui? Mau yxe! — MoeMy BO3MYIICHUIO He ObLJIO Mpejiena.

Crapuk HeXOTsl MOAHSIICS U HalIPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY O3€pa.

— Tam MBLJIO ecTh, — KpUKHYJIa 51 EMYy BJIOTOHKY, — IOMOWCSI XOPOIIIEHBKO!

Koraa Moii criyTHUK CKpBIJICS 32 CTEHOW U3 KaMHS, s TYT JKe MPUHsLIAach 3a yxuH. Cyrt ObuT BOC-
XUTUTEBHBIM! DTOT APSAXJIbIN CTApUKAIIKA MTOPAIOBAT MEHS CEroiHs. BRICTPO MPUrOBOPUB MEPBYIO
MOPLIMIO, 5 TYT K€ HAIIOJIHWIIA MUCKY CHOBA.

— Chymaii, — KpyKHYJIa si, — CyI IPOCTO 00aJIIeHHbII | DT0, HABepHOE, CaMblii BKYCHBIN yKUH
3a BCIO MOIO [UTMHHYIO IePbMOBYIO KH3Hb !

Crapell HUYEro He OTBETWII, U 51 Pelllnia, YTO TO3Ke s ellle YCIIel0 CKa3aTh eMy «CIacu00».
HaeBmmch 1ochITa, 51 MOAHSIACH M TTOAKMHYJIA OCTATKA XBOPOCTA B OT'OHb — TENeph B MEHIepe CTaJIO
Ky/Zia cBeTiee. BiMky Boapl HauaIv pUYy/IIMBO TAaHLIEBATh HA CTEHAX U CBOJE Neepsl. S1 mogHsIach,
TIOJIONIIA K 03€py U 3ariIsiHyJIa B HETO, 3aUTI000BABIIICH CBOMM OTPaKEHHEM — MOXKET OBITh U HETLJIOXO
MMETh BEYHYIO MOJIOIOCTh, TTOAyMaJia s ¥ yJIbIOHYIach ceoe.

CrapuK MjIecKascs y:ke MUHYT JIBaALATh WA TPUAIATh, & CaM Be/lb HE XOTeJI TIOHAYATY U/TH.
Y MeHs BHOBb MeJIbKHYJIA MBIC/Ib, YTO OH YK CJIUIIIKOM CTPaHHBIH, XOTsI, KTO 3HAET 3THX CTAPUKAHOB:
y HUX B TOJIOBE, HABEPHOE, BCE yXKe JAaBHO TUIECEHBIO MOKpPbLIoch. Ho MHTYHMIMS BCE ke He naBaja
MHE TIOKOSI — IJIe-TO 51 IBHO IMPOKOJIONAck. Jlaxke Mypariku 1o koxe 3aderaiu.

— Kcrary, crapuk, — KpyKHYJIa 51 eMy, — a KyJa Thl Bce-Taku uemib? A?
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OH Huuero He oTBeTWI. HaBepHsiKa, riyXoBar, peluia s 1 KpUKHYJIa eMy ellie TpomMue:

— DW, TbI, CJBIIAIIL MEHA?

Crapuk CHOBa MOJTYaJI, ¥ 3TO MEHsI OTKPOBEHHO HACTOPOXKMIIO. f mopomuia Givske K CTeHe, 3a
KOTOPBIM HAXOJWJICSI TOPSUMIA UCTOYHUK, U CHOBA CITPOCHJIA:

— To1 31ech? A, crapuk?

B otBer s ychplmana JMib 1ieckaHue BOJbI, TIOTOM ObUIM HETIOHATHBIC IIIOPOXHW U BO3HS, a
MOCJIe Pa3JaICs FPOMKHI «ILTIOX .

Hla, 94To TaM y HEero MpoONCXOaUT?

— Bor uept! — BApyr ychblmana st HE3HAKOMBbI MHE MYKCKOH roJ1oc.

UYro 310 ObLTa 32 XpeHb?! 1 HacTOPOKMUIIACH.

C MeHs1 TOBOJIbHO, pelluia i, U 3arisiHyIa 3a cTeny. [lepeo MHOM, MPUKPBIBIIKUCH OAEKIOMH,
CTOSILJT MOJIOZION BBICOKHI MapeHb ¥ CMOTpeJT Ha MEHs UCITYTaHHBIMH OT POMHBIMH TOTyOBIMU TJ1a3aMH.

— Kakoro xpena?! — BockyinkHy:a 5. — Tbl KTO Takon?

— 41... 9 Bce 00BSCHIO, — OOPMOTAJT HE3HAKOMeIl. — 5] ¥ eCTh TOT CTapHK, KOTOPOTO. . .

— To1, MaTh TBOIO, cOBceM 00op3en? Pemt mpoBecty MeHsi?! — 51 Oblia BHE ceOst OT THeBa.

— 310 151 6€30MACHOCTH. .. — OTPABBIBAJICS MTAPEHb, PACIIAXHYB CBOM U 0€3 TOTO OrPOMHBIE
r1aza.

— Hy, Bce! — 51 pa3BepHyIach U HalpaBUJIACh 32 CBOMM MedoM. — Thl cam Harpocuics!

S 6picTpO HOOpaachk A0 CBOETO PIOK3aKa, B3sla Me4 W OTIpaBmwiack oopaTHo. Eciu oH pa3
oOMaHys1 MeHs1, OOMaHeT elrle, a MHe Takuie B KOMaHly He HyHbIL. [TycTb yx mydre cnoxHer! Muou
BOBCIO OBJIAJIEJIA SMOLIMH, U 51 YKe Topesia KaXJa0i MECTH.

Korna st BepHyach, mapeHs yke ycries HaTssHyTh Ha ce0s1 6enbe U (pyTOONKY.

— WI3BuHWM, yyBak, HO ceiuac s TeOs1 MPUKOHYY, — TBEPIO cKa3asia s, 3aMaxuBasiCh [T yaapa.

— Cuyiai, mocTou, — OH TIOMSATHIICS Ha3al, — s He XoTel 0OMaHbIBaTh TeOs !

— Ho obmany:! — BhICTaBUB MeY BIiepell, 51 JBUrajach Ha Oe33aluTHOTO MapeHbKa.

— 310 camozamumra, He Oonee! Cama momymaii, cMor ObI 1 BOT TaK, Kak eCTh, JOOpPAThCS 10
[TycteiHu cmepTr? MeHs 1aBHO OBl ke KTO-HHOYIb IPUKOHYMII, & JIPSIXJIOro CTapuka HUKTO He TPO-
raet. Hao60poT, Bce XOTAT MOMOYb My, — B [71a3aX MapHs YiTanach Moiboa. — Coracuck, Belb 1axe
THI MPEJIJIOKUIIA MHE TIOMOIITb. .. A THl He 0c000 IpykemoOHas, Kak s MOCMOTPIO.

A BOT 310 ObLI0 0OUIHO. XOTsI OH, KOHEUHO, OB TIPaB — IPYKUTH 51 JaBHO He ymero. Ho Bcé xe.

— IMouemy cpasy He ckazan MHe? — s TPOJOJIKAJIA YTPOKATh EMY MEUOM.

— 41 He 3Han, Mory Ji Tebe JOBEepsTh. ..

— A Kax Tbl TPOBEPHYJI (POKYC C ToJI0COM? — C MOJO3PEHUEM CIPOCUIA 5.

— V¥ meHns ObL1 IprOOP, OH yIaj B BOLY, — Pa304apOBaHHO CKa3al MapeHb.

— W e Th1 ero B3su1?

— Cawm cpenajt, — CKpOMHO TPU3HAJICS OH.

— TbI Bpozie Kak MeXaHUK?

— Vry.

Sl ¢ rpycThio MOCMOTpeNa B €ro Iyia3a — OH ObLT HamyraH U pactepsiH. C BUAy Tak U BOBCE
6e300MIHbII CIIOBHO IIeHOo4YeK. K ToMy ke opykusl y Hero HUKakoro He Ob10. [la, BO3MOXKHO, HE
yOMBaTh ero ObLJIO OIIPOMETUYHBO, Be/lb OH OBUT Ky/Ia KpyITHee MeHsI, HO 51 M He TaKUX BaJIMJIa OJHUM
yZIapOM.

— JlamHo, k yepty Bce, — g yopana Med, — )kuBH noka. Ho yuru, Teneps 51 Oyny Haveky. Ere
BBIKMHEIIIb YTO-TO TIOIOOHOE, 51 pa3roBapvBaTh He Oyy — PUKOHUY cpasy!

— JIOroBOpUJIHCH, — OH TSKEJIO B3IOXHYJI U, YOSIUBIIIHCH, UTO BHE OMTACHOCTH, HaYaJl COOMpATh
CBOM BeIIIH.

— Bpock ux B Bomy, — ckazasia s eMy, — MO3Xe JIOCTAHEIIb ¥ BBICYIIHIITb.

S TyT %e cobpaia CBOIO IPSA3HYIO OAEXKY, KOTOPYIO OCTaBMIIa HEMOJaJIeKy U OpocHia B ropsi-
YyI0 BOAy, MIOKa3aB MapHIO IPUMED.

10
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— JlagiHO, — 32COMHEBABIIIICH HA MTHOBEHHE, BCE XKe COITTACHIICS OH M TTOBTOPUII MOH JKECT.

Korma Mbl BepHYJIUCH K KOCTPY, TAPEHD TYT K€ TIPUCETT y KOTEJIKa U CTaJl 3aUepITbiBaTh B MUCKY
CyIL

— OueHb eCcTh XOUeTCsl, — OIPABJIBIBAICS OH.

1 cTosina psAoM M paccMaTpHBalia ero, Terepb Py sIPKOM CBETe OTHs, 51 XOPOIIO BUENA MSIT-
KHe 4epThl ero jumia. Ha Moit BKyc OH ObUT CUHMITaTUYHBIN, HO YK CJIMIIIKOM IOHBIH.

— O! V Tebs Oesble BOJIOCH U CBETJIbie OPOBH, — BOCTOPXKEHHO CKa3aja s, — 9TO yKacHas
PEIKOCTh B HAIIE BPEMsI.

[Napens cuen Ha KaMHe U C KaIHOCTBIO el cyn. Ha mapy cekyH1 OH OTBJIeKCsI, IOTHSUT HA MEHS
B3MJISA] SICHBIX TOTYOBIX TJIa3, a Mocjie MPoOyOHHUIT C HAOUTHIM PTOM:

— 41 3Har0.

— Kak g He pasmisigena, 4To Thl TAKOW MOJIONEHbKUIA?

— V meHs ObLT rpuM.

— A THI MOJIOZIETI, JIOBKO MEHs IIpoBeJ! — yCMEXHYach $, a Moclie, 3aMeTHB Ha ero pyke opac-
JIeT MOYTH 3a0BITON MHOW KOHCTPYKIIUH, YAMBIICHHO crpocuia: — Yto y Te0s Takoe Ha pyke? Yacki?

— Yacel, — OH KUBHY/JIL.

— DT0 Belb YCTPOMCTBO, KOTOPOE MOKa3biBaeT BpeMsi? BepHo?

— Vry, — OH NPOAOJIKAJ YIIETaTh CBOM CYII.

— Orkyna oHu y 1e0s1?

[NapeHsb TOPOIUTMBO MPOXKEBAI MHUIILY, & YKE TOCTe OTBETHUIL:

— Hocranuce ot geaa. OHu ObUTM CJIOMaHbI, HO 51 MX TOYMHUIL

— 3710poBo! — UCKpeHHe TIpor3Hecia . — A s Be/lb yKe IMOUTH 3a0blIa, KaK OHU BBITJISIAT.
U ckonbko ceituac BpemeHu?

[TapeHb BHOBb OTJIOKHII JIOXKKY, IOCMOTPEJ Ha Yachl U OTBETHIL:

— INonosuna aBeHaaroro. [loytn MoIHOUD.

OH BepHyJICS K eJie, a 5 TIpuceNa Ha YCTYI U NPOAO/DKWIA paccMaTpuBarh ero. Bee-Taku s
OKa3aJiach MpaBa — CTAPUK Ka3aJICs CIIMIIKOM MOI03PUTENIBHBIM He MPOCTO Tak. HaBepHOe, mpuunHa
MOMX COMHEHMH OblJIa B €ro Ija3ax — MX HEBO3MOKHO 3aMaCKMPOBATh, CIIUIIIKOM yX SICHBIA B3IJISIA
y 9TOTO MapeHbKa.

— Cuymiait, — s1 BHOBb OTBJIEKaJIa MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBEeKa OT YKMHA, — a CKOJIBKO TeOe JieT?

— BocemHaaarh, — OTBETUJ OH, a TIOC/ie JOOABII, — HY, TIOUTH.

— Tak 3HauuT, CEMHAALATH?

— IMoutn BoceMHaaTh, — OH CTOSUI HA CBOEM.

— CemHajuath, BoceMHaIaTh — Kakas pasHuiia? [To-moemy, Bce paBHO!

[NapeHs mocMoTpes Ha MEHsI U3-TIOJ] CBETJIBIX PECHUIL ¥ HEJOBOILHO XMBIKHYJI.

— U kypa Tl Bce-TaK¥ UJIellb? — MPOIOJIKIIIA PACCIIPAIIMBaTh 51 er0. — ECin yX Terneph Th He
CTapHK, ¥ 9TO SIBHO HE MOCIIeTHee KeJlaHue Mepell CMEPTHIO, TO. .. — s MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO OCMOTpea
Ha HEero OXujasi OTBeTa.

— 41 pacckaxy mosxe, Koraa ylnocTOBepioCh, YTO MOTY JOBEPATh Tebe, — XOJOTHO OTBETHJI OH.

3TO MPO3BYYAIO HECKOIBKO PACUETIIMBO, HO S PelInia, YTo He Oydy MOAAaBaThCs Ha ero Mmpo-
BOKAlIMK. YK CIMIIKOM OH MYIpPWI, U 5 IOKA HE CTaHy COBaTh CBOM HOC B €r0 jiesia, HO MPU 3TOM
Oyly mpUCTaIbHO HAaOMIOAATh 32 HUM. PaHO MM TO3/IHO s y3HAIO MpaB.y.

— Kak xouemb, — ckazana s, — MHe Bce paBHoO. IloiinemM BMecTe, a TaM, €CJIM HAIM ITyTH
Pa3oiIyTCs — MPOCTO Pa3OEeKUMCSL.

OH KUBHYJI B OTBET.

Koraa napeHb 3aKOHYMIT yKUHATb, S TOAHSIIACH C YCTYIA U MOIOILIA K HEMY — MHE XOTEJIOCh
MOOJTKE YBUIIETh €0 BOJIOCHI.

— Tbi yero? — BO3MYTHIICS OH, KOTJIa 51 CXBATHJIA CBETIIYIO MPS/Ib M HAKJIOHMJIACh, YTOOBI JTyUllle
paccMOTpPeTh STOT HEMPUBBIYHBIN JIJIS MOUX TJ1a3 30JIOTUCTHIN IIBET.
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— He pepraiics tak! — orpe3ana s1. — § 1eds He yKymry.

— Boo0imie-To Thl BTOpraemibcsi B MOe JITYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, — OH PE3KO OTIIPSIHYJ OT MEHH,
a ero MIEKU CTaJIU SIPKO-ITyHIIOBbIE.

— AX, U3BMHH, 5 HE TIOAyMaJia O TBOMX TOPMOHAX, — s BAPYT BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO HA HAC ABOMX
TOJILKO HUKHee Oelibe U (PyTOOTKY.

HagepHoe, 51 ciiibHO cMyTHIIa €ro, KOIjla Tak HU3KO HAKJIOHWIIACh psIoM c ero jmioMm. Hazne-
10Ch, OH HE YBUJIEJI HIYEro JIMIITHEro B pazpe3e Moel (hpyTOONKH.

— He roBopu epyHpl, — OypKHYII OH, TPOAOJIKAst MHJIO CMYILAThCsl. — [IpocTo oToiau OT MeHs
Ha PacCTOsIHUE, — OH BBITSIHYJI PYKY, MPOAOJIKAs OTCTAaMBATh CBOW I'PAHMUIIBI.

— Jla, OOJNBHO HYXHO, — yCMEXHYJIach s ¥ TIOILIA B CTOPOHY 03€pa, — Aa, KCTaTH, S ellle He
3a0blJ1a, KaK Thl CETOHSI MSUTHJICS] HA MOIO I'PY/b.

OH HUYEro He OTBETUJI, TOJIBKO CTHIUIUBO OTBEPHYJICS.

— Toxanyii, nocrany Genbe. [Topa Obl pa3BecHTh, a TO HE BBICOXHET JI0 yTpa. A 1mocie cpasy
CTIaTh — 3aBTPA BBIIBUTAEMCSI C PACCBETOM, YTOOBI IIPOMTH KaK MOKHO Oosbiiie — B [TycToiHe cMepTH
PaHO CMEepKaeTcsl, M HaM JIyuliie He OPOJUTh TaM MO HOYaM.

— 41 momory, — OH NOZHSJICS U MOLIEN 332 MHOI.

— Kcraru, MeHs 30ByT AJieKcaHapa, HO MOXeEIIb Ha3blBaTh MeHsI AJIeKC, a TeOs Kak? — s
00epHYJIaCh U MOCMOTpEJIa B ero roixyoble ri1asa.

— HazspiBait menst CTpaHHUK.

Ncropus 2 [Ipakon
Cmpannux

MBbI BBIIBUHY/IMCH, KOT/IA CTPEJIKM HA MOMX Yacax MOKa3bIBAIU TMOJIOBUHY CEIbMOTo yTpa. 51
BBIOPOCHJT CTapble OOTUHKH U TIepeolyJiCcsl B Te, UTO JIeKaIM B MOEM PIOK3aKe Ha Cllydai, eclii Mac-
KHPOBKa MHe OoJbllie He oHagoouTcs. [IpsaTaTbesi 3a MacKoy cTapuka yxe He ObUIO CMbICHIA — JIEB-
YOHKA MEHSI pacKyCHja, K ToMy ke IpuOop, N3MEHSIIOIIUI MOM rojloc, UCTIOPTHIICS U3-3a MaieHNS B
Bofy. HaksmamgHele ycbl 1 60pojy s Tak ke ocTaBui B netiepe. CBEpHYB CTapbIil TUIALL, 51 3aKPETUII €ro
CBepXy Ha prok3ake. [ToBepx (pyTOONKHM 51 Hajien KypTKy, KOTopasi XOThb U BBIIVISIIENA COBCEM TOHKOM,
Ha camMoM Jieie ObUTa U3 IJIOTHOW TKaHW M OTJIMYHO 3allfiaia OT Xojoaa U BeTpa. Ternepb, BMECTO
KaIoIIIOHA Ha TOJIOBY sI HATSIHYJI TEMHYIO IIAIKY, a IIe0 TPUKPbUT 1apgpoM OeXeBOro 1BeTa U3 0Co-
OEHHOro CEKpEeTHOrO MaTepHaa.

AJekc OBICTPHIMHM IIaTaMH IIIJTa BIEpey, OHA CTyIMaja JIOBKO M YBEPEHHO, CJIOBHO KaKIIbIi
JEHb MPOTyJIUBAJIACh [0 STUM TEMHBIM HETIPUBETJIMBBIM Nelepam. S ke HECKOJBbKO pa3 yaapuics O
CBOJIBI TYHHEJIS IJIEYaMH U TOJIOBOM — BCE-TaKM JIsl MEHs 3/1eCh ObLIO HECKOJIBKO TECHOBATO.

Harn v3HypUTENTBHBIN MOXO[] IO TOHHEJISIM TPOIJIMIICS TIOUTH LIeJIBI Yac, U, KOTJia Mbl, HaKO-
Hell, BBIILIM U3 MEIEepsl, S Ha4aJl 4aCcTo MOPraTh IJ1a3aMu — COJIHIE Ka3aJI0Ch HEBEPOSITHO SIPKUM, U
MHE IMOHAI00UIIOCh HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, YTOOBI BHOBD ITPUBBIKHYTh K €CTECTBEHHOMY JIHEBHOMY CBETY.
Sl moTsAHyICA U cienan HECKOJIbKO HAKJIOHOB B CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI Pa3MsATh TEJO.

— V¥ 1ebs ectb Macka? — cripocuia AJiekc, TIisias Ha MeHs. — MHe oHa He HyXHa, a BOT Thl
MOXeIIb OBICTPO 3aTHYTHCS OT 3/IEIIHEN paJuali.

— EcTb, — 51 CHsIJT PIOK3aK M JOCTaJl M3 HETO OUKHM U IIepUYaTKU, KOTOpBIE Cpasy ke Hajlen Ha ceOsl.

— ¢ umena BBULy pecnmpatop, NpUAypOK, — OHA yIiepsia pyKy B OOKa U IIOCMOTpea Ha MeHs
Kak Ha uauora. — CIOXHYTh XOYelllb?

— Macko# MHe CIT’)XKUT BOT 3TOT mapd, — s KOCHYJICS MajbliaMu OeKeBOM TKaHH, — OH MPO-
MIUTaH CIEIUAIBHBIM PaCTBOPOM, KOTOPBIM MPEKPACHO 3aIIUINAET OT MPOHUKHOBEHUsI OCTATOYHBIX
PaIMOAKTUBHBIX YACTHIL B BO3IyXeE.

— Yro 3a pactBOp? — JEBYILKA BBIVIS/IENA YIUBIEHHON U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOM.
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— Coxk ogHOTO JiepeBa, — MOSICHUII $, — IUTIOC ellle HECKOJIBKO MHTPETMEHTOB, 51 caM pa3padoTat
ero.

— A s CMOTpIO, TH YMHBIA MaJIblid, — KaXKeTCsI, OHA ObLJIa TIOJI BIICUATIICHUCM.

— V¥V MeHS MHOTO TaJIAHTOB, — 51 CAMOJIOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Ja, a emie THI YK OOJBHO CKPOMHBIN, — CheXUHIYAIA OHa. — JIaqHO, I0HBIN TeHUI, HATSITH-
Bail cBOH apd U AaBail yKe Tonarb.

— TMomoxmu, — ckazan s, ocTaBas U3 KapMaHa Kapry.

— Yt0 3710 y TeOs Takoe? — OHA TOJIoIIA OJIFKE U TOMBITAIACH PACCMOTPETh, UYTO H300paKEHO
Ha pa3BepHyTOM Oymare.

— D710 MOs Kaprta, HO Tebe s ee He MOKaKy, — s MOJAHSUT PYKH BBIIIE U OBICTPO TIISHYJ Ha
JIVICTOK.

— AX, ThI! — AJIeKC 13-32 CBOETO HU3KOT'O pOCTa He YCIiesia HUYero pasrisieTh.

— 41 yxe ToBOpHJI, UTO MOKa He MOTy Tebe OBepsTh, — 1 AKKYPaTHO CJIOKHII KapTy U yopas
ee 00paTHO BO BHYTPEHHUI KapMaH KypTKH.

— He moxenibs MHe 1oBepsATh? Thl IOKEH paccka3aTh MHE BCe CBOU CEKPETHI, TOJIBKO 3a TO,
YTO 3TOW HOUBIO s HE MpHpe3asa TeOs1, TTOKa Thl MUPHO CIaJl, — TPOpbIYalia OHa CKBO3b 3yObI.

— Kcraty, — yXMBUIBHYJICS 1, — @ ThI BCET/Ia M3BUHSCIIILCS, KOT/Ia XOUelllb KOrO-TO YOUTh?

— Yt0?! — Tenepb OHa BHITJIsIENIA PACCEPKEHHOM U 51, HA BCAKUI Cyvail, c/iesal napy maroB
Haz3al.

— IpocTo ThI BUepa ckazasa MHe: «VI3BUHU, YyBaK, HO ceiuac 51 Te0si MPUKOHYY», — 51 CIIapo-
JMPOBAJ €€ TOHKHUI TOJI0COK.

— 3aTKHHUCh, PUTYPOK, — OHA CXBATUJIACh 32 PYKOATKY Meda,— a TO Cevac Thl CIOXHEIIIb TyT
0e30 BCAKNX N3BUHEHUI !

— JlagHO-aqHO, — 51 HAYAJI pa3MaxuBaTh PyKaMU, TIBITAsICh €€ YCIIOKOUTD, — s MOIT4y. M3BuHM,
€CJIM CKa3aJl JIUIITHETO.

— Tak MBI UyIeM WM Kak? — OHa Bce elnle OblIa paccepikeHa, HO Ka3aioch, YTO ee ThUT Havuall
ocabeBarh.

— Jla, — KUBHYJI 51, — MHE HYKHO BO-O-OH TyJa, — 5 yKa3aJl Ha CKaJly, 4TO e[Ba BUIHEIACh Ha
JIMHUY TOPU30HTA. BHEITHe OHa YeM-TO HaloOMUHAJIa CUJISIIYIO HA BETKE MITHILY.

— Otmuno. Ham 1o myTu, — KOPOTKO cKazajia AJIeKC U cpa3y Hauyasa CIyCKaThCsl BHU3.

HarsnyB mapd 10 04koB, KOTOpBIE 3aIUINAIA MOU TJI1a3a, S TYT XKe ABUHYJICS 32 HEW.

IMepen Hamu ObLTa TEeMHas MyCTOIb, 32 KOTOPOW BUHEJNCS TONypa3pyIleHHbId TOPOA, HO
HACTOJIBKO JIAJIEKO, YTO €CJIM BBITSHYTh PYKY OH MOT Obl IOMECTUTHCS HA JIAAOHHU. 32 TOPOIOM BU/I-
HeJIMCh ouepTaHus rop. Ham npeactostt Joyruid myTh. S1 CIbIma, 4To B 9TUX Kpasx 0OMTaeT MHOXe-
CTBO TBapeu, OT KOTOPBIX CTOUT JepKaThcs nofaaibiie. KpoMe Toro, 3Ta MECTHOCTh CJIaBUJIACh KUC-
JIOTHBIMU U SIZIOBUTHIMU JIOK/ISIMH, & TaKKe HEMPOXOJUMBIMH TPSICHHAMMU.

Korma MbI criycTHIIMCH K TTOJHOXKBIO CKaJTbI, AJIeKC TIOBEPHYJIaCh KO MHE U CKa3aJia:

— Briepeu 60sota, Oyap HaueKy, AepKHUCh OJIMKE KO MHE, YSCHUI?

Sl KUBHYJI €l B OTBET.

— V T1e0s opyxue ecTb?

S noctast U3 HOKEH CBOUM KWHKAJ U MOKa3asl eil.

— U ¢ atum T1BI coOpasics uaru yepe3 [ycToiHIO cMepTH? — YCMEXHYIach OHA.

— CBoi1 Meu 51 IOTEpsiT B Jiecy, — u3-3a mapdga Mo roJioc 3By4asl HECKOJIBKO TJTyXO.

AJlekc ¢ rpe3peHueM MocMoTpesia Ha MeHsl, CJIOBHO s TTOJTHBIA HeYJauHUK, a MOCIe CKa3aa:

— Tlpupetcs cripaBasATLCS C STUM, — OHA KMBHYJIA B CTOPOHY MOETO KMHXKaJla, — Y MEHs HeT
3aracHoOro Meva Jist Te0sl.

B orBer 4 nuib HENOBKO NOXKaJl IiedyaMu. Sl 4yBCTBOBaJI, KAaK MOM IIEKH IblIaik orieM. 1
Kak eil y1aBajioCch MOCTOSIHHO JIeIaTh U3 MEHsI UAroTa?
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AJekc monuia Briepes, ee mary Obuid OBICTPHIMU, HO TIPU STOM OBLIIO 3aMETHO, YTO OHA OCTO-
poxxHryasia. Korga Mbl MoIonuii K TpsSICMHAM, OHA 3amMepiia Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, TOCIIe TIOBEpHY-
J1ach KO MHE U, IIPUJIOKKB TaJiel] K ry0aM, MmpolenTania:

— Tuxo.

S KUBHYN M MEJJIEHHO JABUHYJICS 32 HEW.

VYrpenHee HeOO OBUIO CEpbIM M Ka3aJloCh TSIKENbIM, OYATO BOT-BOT CBAJIMTCSI HA HAC CBEPXY
¥ npuaaBuT. [1axjio chIpOCThIO, THIIBIO M Majanbio. [axke jec, depe3 KOTOpBIA 51 pOOHBAJICS
HECKOJIbKO JTHEH, Teriepb Ka3aJicsi MPUBETIMBLIM U Oe301acHbIM. MbI IIUTH HE TOPOIISICh, C OCTOPOXK-
HOCTBIO HACTYIasi HA KOYKM U3 YEPHOTO MXa, KOTOpbIE TSHYJIUChH BIIEpel MPUMEPHO HA KIJIOMETP.
Kaxercsi, cront ocTynuthest U TeOsi MTHOBEHHO TOTJIOTUT Oe3[jHa O0JIOTA 1IBETa IPsI3U C TIPUMECHIO
Yero-To raJkoro, HarOMHUHaloIIee, HaBepHOe, camMmylo Mep3Kylo pBoty. Ho, yecTHo roBops, ceiuac
MEHsI 9TO HUCKOJIBKO HE BOJTHOBAJIO, MHE HPABWJIOCHh MJITH TIO331 MOEH CITy THHILIBI — BECh HAIII ITyTh
sI MOT' CIIOJTHA JIIDOOBATHCS €e KpacuBbiMU (hopMamMu. §1 He MOT He NpU3HATh, YTO AJIEKC HEBEpO-
SITHO TIPUBJIEKATENIbHA, U OHA MHE YepTOBCKM HpaBmiiack. Kapue rnasa, 6enast Koxa, 4yThb B3IEpHY-
THIA aKKYPaTHBIA HOCH M YyBCTBEHHBIE T'yObl. CBOM JJTMHHBIE BOJIOCH YTPOM OHA yOpasia B U3SIIIHBIHI
XBOCT, KOTOPBI cefiyac BWISUI MEpPeJo MHOHM Ty[a-Clofla, UTPUBO CKOJIb3s 10 ee cruHe. U s, Kak
3arIHOTU3MPOBAHHBIN, OECTIPECTAaHHO HAOJIONAN 32 STUM 3PEJTUILIEM.

Brpyr Mbl ocTaHOBMIIMCH, EBYIIKA CHOBA 3amepia. Kaszanoch, OHa K 4eMy-TO MpHCITyIIMBa-
nack. I[TocMoTpeB HampaBo, 3aTeM HaJIeBO, OHA OITYCTUJIACh HAa OIHO KOJIEHO M CTajla BCMaTpUBAThCS
B Boay. {1 He mieBenwiicsi, BHUMaTeIbHO HaOmozas 3a Heil. Korpa mocie 3toro, oHa oOepHynach 1
MOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHs, B ee I71a3ax s BAPYT yBuaea crpax. OHa pe3Ko BcTaja, v ObICTPBIM IBUKEHUEM
J0CTaja CBOM Meu.

— bBeperuce! — KpukHya OHa MHe.

Sl pacrepsinicsi, He TOHUMAs1, OTKYZIa MHE KAaTh OMacHOCTH. Tem He MeHee, 51 y&ke KPEenKo CXKu-
MaJl PyKOSITKY KMHXaJa.

Brpyr u3 Bozibl UTO-TO BBIIIPHITHYJIO, U AJIEKC pe3KUM JIBHKEHHEM Meda pa3pyousia 3T0 HeUTO
Ha JBe NMOMOBUHKU. CIeJOM BBHIITPBITHYJIO €1le OJJHO CYIIECTBO, M €ro MOCTUIJIA Ta K€ YJacTb.

— BonoTHele Kpbichl! — KpuKHY/Ia MHe AJiekc. — He nait um ykycutb ceOsi!

W, 6ykBanbHO uepe3 MIHOBEHHE, s1 YCIIBIIIAN MUCK, KOTOPBIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, pa31aBaJiCsl OTOBCIOY.
Sl Hayanm OBICTPO OCMATPUBATHCS — KPBICHI OKPYKHJIM HAC TUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM. OHH CIIOBHO PBIOBI
HaYyaJy BBIIPBITUBATh U3 BOIBI U aTaKOBaTh. AJIeKC 03 OCTAHOBKM pa3MaxvBasla MEUOM, W TBAPH
OZIHO 32 OpyruM Oe3:)KM3HEHHO Majaiyd oOpaTHO B BOAy. fl ke cMaxMBasl STUX T'PBI3YHOB CO CBOEH
OfIEK bl U TIO MEepe BO3MOKHOCTH CTapaJicsi PUpe3aTh UX CBOMM KMHKAJIOM, HO 3TO OBUIO HEMPOCTO,
OHU OBUTH CJIUIIIKOM MaJICHBKUMH U CKOJIb3KUMH.

— Ux cmmkom MHoro! Ipupercs Oexarh! — KpUKHYJIA JAEBYIIKA, MPOJOJIKAs COMPOTUB-
JISITBCS aTake TPbI3YHOB.

— JlagHo! — KpUKHYJI 51 € B OTBET, IOHUMAs1, YTO JIOJTO MBI 3[€Ch HE MPOTSHEM.

— CrpaHHUK, — Kpuyaja JeBylka, — ceityac! I'otoBbcs! beru 3a mHo# cient B cinep! Tol noHsin
MeHs1?

— Ja! 4 Bce moHsi1! — 51 OBLT )KYTKO B3BOJIHOBaH.

— Torna nornanu! — AJiekc pBaHyJa BIIEpe.

Crenytone nATHAALATh MUHYT CTAIW AJIsS MEHsI HACTOSIIEN TBITKOW, KPBICH MPOAOIIKAIIM
MpBITaTh, & MHE HY)KHO OBLIO CJIEIMTD 32 TEM, Kya HACTYyIaeT MOsI CITyTHHIIA. §I CJIOBHO OT Ha30MIIH-
BBIX MyX OTMaxHBaJICSI OT ITPECIOBYTHIX I'PHI3YHOB, & OHU HUKAK HE XOTEIU YCTYNaTh — OHU MPHIraJIu
U TYT € BrPbI3aJIMCh B MOIO OJIEKTy, KOTOpasi, K CYaCThiO, OTIIMYHO CIIPABJISIIACh CO CBOEH 3a/1auei,
He J1aBasi KpbIcaM YKYCHTb MEHSI.

Korga xe mMbl, HakoHell, ObLTH B 0€3011aCHOCTH — B HECKOJIBKMX MeTpax oT KpsicuHoro 6oJ1oTa,
s1 JIOJITOe BpeMsI HUKaK He MOT OTAbIaThcs. Koxka rmoj oyiekjou crana BiaaxkHou, pyTOONKa Ha CIIMHE
MIPOMOKJIa HACKBO3b, U OT 3TOTO s YyBCTBOBAI cels ele Oosee mapimBo. AJIEKC CTOsIA PSAAOM U

14



JL. Pl’llC]’). <<,H€ByLLlK21-BOH reJIbHUIAa U TAMHCTBEHHBIN CTpaHHUK>»

CMOTpeJIa Kak OJecTAT sipKo-3eJIeHbIe IJ1a3a KPpbIC, KOTOpbIE BCe ellle HAOMI01aIv 32 HAMU U3 TPS3HON
BO/IbI, OCTABIIEHNCS TI033/11 TPSICHHBL. § ke CMOTpesT Ha IEBYILIKY U JyMaJl, O TOM, KaKk OHa IPEK PacHO
cpaxanach. Ee TexHMKa BIaJjeHus1 Me4oM Oblla BEJTMKOJIETTHOM, 51 BIIEPBbIe B 000 BUEI MOAOOHYIO
I'PaIiMO3HOCTD U JIOBKOCTb. ITO OBLJIO MO-HACTOSIIIEMY KpacuBo. OHa Oblia KpacHUBOM.

— A 3Haemb, TH KpacuBasi, AJIeKC, — MHE TIOUeMY-TO 3aX0TeJIOCh CKa3aTh €l 00 STOM UMEHHO
ceryac.

B otBer neBymika b Gpocuia MHE MUMOJIETHBIH B3IJISI/L, B KOTOPOM YUTAJIOCh MOTHOE Oe3-
paznnuue.

S cranyn ¢ uua mapd v cnpocun y Hee:

— Ay Te0s ecTb TapeHsb?

— Yro?! — Kazanock, oHa ObLIa MOKKUPOBAHA 3TUM BOITPOCOM.

— Tol BcTpevaenibesi ¢ KeM-HUOyIb?

— MeHs He MHTepecyIoT IApHHU, — OTpe3ajia OHA M CKOPYMJIA TPUMACY, CIIOBHO s TOBOPUJI €
0 YeM-TO MEP3KOM.

— JleBylIKu? — yIMBJIEHHO CIIPOCHII f1.

— Her! — ka3anocs, celiyac u3 ee a3 mojaeTAT MOJIHUU.

— 3HaAuUT BCE-TaKM MIAPHU, — CACNAI 51 BBIBOJI, MIOJJAPUB €11 yXMBLIKY.

Oma croxunia pyKH Ha rpyay U XMypo MOCMOTpesia Ha MeHs U3-TI0f JUIMHHBIX pecHull. Toraa
I TIPOJOJIKHIL:

— BoT TbI roBOpHIIIb, YTO TAPHU TEOSI HE UHTEPECYIOT, a, €CJIM B3ATh TBOH «HEHMHTEPEC» 0
IIKaJie OT OJIHOTO A0 JECATH, TO Kakas nudpa. ..

— Houb! — pe3ko ckazana oHa.

— Houb? — pa3oyapoBaHHO CIIPOCHIT 1.

— Tur 3266117 MHe 4eTbipecta Jiet! S Oblia 3amMmyXeM Tpu pa3a U BCe MOM MYXbsl JIaBHO
MEPTBBI, 51 IMYHO 3aKalbIBaJa UX TeJa, TaK YTO C TAPHIMH 51 IOKOHYMJIA YKe JIET JBECTH Haz3al.

— Tak 3HauwT, y TeOs1 ABECTH JIET HE ObLIO. . .

— 3arknucs! He TBoe meno, mapeHb, KOTOPOMY MOYTH BOCEMHA[IIATh, — Chs3BUIA OHA. — U
KaK ThI BOOOIIE MOXKEIIb ceiiuac 0 TakoM qyMarth? [ OpMOHAIBHBIN U3BpalieHelr!

— Ho 310 Kak-TO Haxe mevyanabHo, — s MPOIOJKAJ JaBUTh HA Hee, He oOpariasi BHUMaHUS Ha
ee KOJIKOCTH, BCe-TaKM He MOXET Takasi KpacuBasi JIeByIIIKa COBCEM HE MHTEPECOBATHCSI MPOTHUBOIIO-
JIO’KHBIM TIOJIOM.

— TloBeps, 6e3 mapHell MHE KyJa Beceliee, — OHa HaTsHy/a YJIBIOKY. — MHe He Hy)KHO HU TI0
KOMY CKy4aTh, BOJTHOBAThCS U TIepekuBaTh. S cama 1o ceGe, HUKOMY HHUYEro He JOJKHA U MHE 3TO
HpaBUTCsl. MHe 10 Jiy1iie Takast )KU3Hb!

— A kak 1ebe a7 Trl Obl OOpaTHiia BHUMaHUS Ha MeHsI? — 51 Pellv UCIIBITATh CBOIO CYIBOY
— 3a4eM TSIHYTh BpeMsl, MMBITAsICh JeJIaTh HeJlenble MONbITKA COONa3HUTh €€, €CIIU CErofiHsl s MOTy
yMEpeTh.

— ¢ yxke ckazana, 4TO MapHU MEHsI HE MHTEPECYIOT, — XMbIKHYJIa OHA, Jielasi COBEPIICHHO
Oe3pa3IMyUHbII BU]L.

— Hy, a eciu ObI THI BCTpETHJIa MEHsI JIET IBECTH Ha3all, a? — He yCTymai .

AJekc, Kazanoch, 3aaymaliach, OHa MPUIIYpHIA I71a3a U OLECHUBAIOIIUM B3IJISIOM BHHMA-
TEJIbHO OCMOTpeJia MeHsI C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI. VIHTEpPeCHO, Kakue MBICIM BUTAIOT B €€ XOPOIIEHBKOM
rojioBke?

— OrBayn! — HEOKMIAHHO IJIs1 MEH CKa3aJla OHa M OTBEPHYJIACh. — XBATUT 3aHUMAThCSI €pyH-
non! Jlo cymepek HaM HYXHO J0OpaThCs IO TOPOa, a Thl CHOBA CO CBOMMH TOPMOHAMH JIe3elllh!
Jlydriie Obl ThI OCTAJICS APSIXJIBIM CTAPHKOM!

— JlagHo, — pa3oyapoBaHHO MPOU3HEC s, U HATAHYI mapd oOpaTHO Ha JIMIIO, — TOT/AA UAEM
yKe.
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[MpusHaThCs, cHavasa s ObLT PacCTPOEH, MOIJIa OBl XOTh YTO-TO OTBETUTh, MYCTh JIAKe, UTO S
HE/IONICJIAaHHBIN YPOIl WU ellle YTO-TO B 3TOM pOJie — JIydllle Takas MpaBja, YeM ee TAUHCTBEHHOE
Mommaanve. Ho ¢ ipyroii cTOpoHbI, MOXET ObITh, HAa CAMOM [IeJie, sl TIOHPABUJICS ei, HO OHa, KOHEYHO,
HU 32 YTO MHE B 9TOM He MTPU3HAETCS — CJIUIIIKOM BBHICOKO €€ CAMOMHEHHE, BOT U YXOIUT OT Pa3roBopa.
Ckopee Bcero, Tak M €CTb, pemui s. M1 oT 3TOi MbICIM Y MeHsI cpa3y MOIHSUIOCh HACTPOEHHe, U Ha
MOEM JIMIIE BO3HUKJIA CAMOJIOBOJIbHAST YXMbUIKA.

Crynas 1o BJaXHbIM KaMHSIM, 3apOCHIMM YEPHBIM MXOM, Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsl Mbl MOJIO-
[UIA K CTPAHHOMY MECTY, KOTOPO€ HAllOMHHAJI0O MHE BBIMEPIIMIA MHOXECTBO JIET Ha3a/l BUHOTPaA-
HUK. CKOpUMBIIIUECS] HEBBICOKHUE JIEPEBbsl POCIH aKKYPATHBIMH PsIIaMU, HA HECKOJIBKO KUJIOMETPOB
Briepea. [Ipupona B I[lycTeiHe cMepTy ObUIa JEWCTBUTENIBHO YHBIJIONM U COOTBETCTBOBAJIA HA3BAHUIO
9TOro MecTa.

— 3ro YepHslll Jiec, — mosicHuWIa AJieKc. — 3/1eCh B 1IeJIOM Oe30I1acHO, KpOMe OJHOTO — Hac
MOTYT YBHJIETb JPAKOHBI, UX THE3/IO T7Ie-TO HeroaaseKy. Tak 4ro mocMarpuBail MHOTIA Ha HEOO.

— Yepnsiii 1ec? Ha nec-1o 0cob6o He oXoxe, — OTMETHUI 1.

— Bbi1 34€Ch KOTrIa-To Jiec, — 3alyMYrBO ITPOM3HECIIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— W b1 ckazana... asM... ApakoHsl? DTO THl CEPbE3HO?

— He Bepuib?

— ThI IPOCTO MBITACIITLCS JUIHUI HAyraTh MeHs. [IpakoHOB He ObIBaeT. TO CKa3KH.

— Torga cuuraii, 4To THI MONAJ B CKa3Ky, — OHA MHOTO3HAYUTEJILHO 3aKaTuJIa rJ1a3a, OUeBUIHO
HaMeKasi, 4YTO s UIHOT.

S1, OBII0, XOTeT CIPOCUTH €e, YTO OHA 3HaeT 00 ITOM MecTe, HO AJIeKC yKe YBEpeHHBIMH U
OBICTPBIMH ITIaTaMH| YIIUIa Briepe/. 51 TyT ke mocaeoBai 3a He, o MyTH paccMaTprBasi cCepo-KOprY-
HEBYI0O KOPOTKYIO TpaBy IO MOMMHU HOTamMH. B Hell KOMOIIMINCh KaKHUe-TO HACEKOMBIe, 3TO OBbLIO
HECKOJIBKO YIMBUTEJIBHO — 51 HE IyMaJl, YTO B TAKOM MeCTe MOXKET OBbITh CTOJIBKO )HuBHOCTH. Ho pa3
JeBYIIIKA-BOUTEIbHUIA HUYETO He CKa3ajia MHEe 00 3TUX XKyKax, 3HAYMT, OMACHOCTH /ISl HAC OHU HE
MIPEJICTABIISLIN.

Bapyr s ocraHOBUMIICS, 3aMETUB KOE-4TO JTIOOOMBITHOE — HA OJHOM M3 YePHBIX KyCTAPHUKOB S
yBHUJET HEOONBIIOE aKKypaTHOE KPYIJioe THe3/10, B KOTOPOM CHes KPOIIeuHbIi nTeHell. 1 Hakiio-
HUWICSA OJIMKe, YTOOBI pacCMOTPeTh ero. OH ObLT PO30BBIN U COBCEM JIBICHIN. [T Ha MEHsI, ITeHYNK
YacTO MOpraj CBOMMH MaJIeHPKUMH TJIa3eHKaMH, Oy/ITO 4ero-To Beokugas. Kakoii 3a0aBHbIN MTeH-
YyuK, per si. OCTOPOKHO MOAHEC K HEMY YKa3aTeJIbHbIN NaJiel] ¥ YyTh KOCHYJICSI €0 MaJIeHbKOTO
kmoBuKa. [IteHer ¢ eme OOJBIIMM YAWBICHUEM TIOCMOTpET Ha MeHS. S HeBOJILHO YIIBLIOHYJICS — JIO
yero e oH Muwiblii! Ho BApyT, ITEHel OTKPbLI CBOM KJTIOB, M PE3KO CXBATWJI MeHs 3a nasel]. Kak oka-
3aJ10Ch, Y HErO OBLIM XOTS M, COBCEM KPOIIIEYHbIE, HO JJOBOJIBHO OCTpPBIE 3yObl, KOTOPHIMH OH KPETKO
BITUJICSI B MOIO KOKaHYIO TIEpYaTKy.

— AX, Thl MQJICHbKHIA TaJICHBII ! — BOCKJIMKHYJI I, CTPSIXMBAs €ro ¢ Majbiia 00paTHO B THE3/IO.

Korma nireHer1, HakoHell, OKa3aJicsl B CBOEM JIOMHKE, a MOM aJiel] Ha CBOOOIE, 51 TIOIHSLI TOJIOBY,
YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, HACKOJIBKO JIAJIEKO 3a 3TO BpeMs ycIiesa YT AJiekc.

— Bor xe uept! — Belpyrascs 1.

JeBy1ika OblTa B MeTpax JIBaAIaTH OT MEHsI, OHa CHJIesia Ha KOJICHsIX, MPIKABIIUCH K 3eMIIe,
a HaJ| Hell MapuJl TMTaHTCKUI JPaKOH, TOTOBBIN ceiluac ke CXBaTUTh €€ CBOMMU KOI'TUCTHIMHU JIaraMu
Y YTalWTh B CBOE JKUJIUIIIE.

Cepbe3no?! J[IpakoHbl Bce-Taku CYIIECTBYIOT?

Tak pacckasbl Tpo IPAKOHOB OKA3aJIMCh BOBCE HE CKa3KkaMu! A s AymaJl, 4To TO MPOCTO CTpa-
IIUJIKA JJ1s1 JETHIIEK.

S peanbHO MAMOT!

He pa3nymbiBasi, s BBIXBaTHIJI CBOM KHUHKaJI, COPOCHII C TJIeY PIOK3aK M UTO €CTh MOYM PBaHYII
MPSIMO Ha OIPOMHOTO 3Bepsi. XOPOIIO pa3deKaBIINCh, 51 C CUJION OTTOJKHYJICS OT 3€MJIU U, BHICOKO
TIO/INPHITHYB, JIOBKO CXBATWJICS 3a INEI0 JPAKOHA, a MOTOM OBICTPO BJIE3 MPSAMO Ha €ro MIMPOKYIO
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criuHy. [IpakoH He OKua OT MeHs MOTOOHOM MPBITH, OH CBATHIICS HA 3€MJTIO, M HaYaJl OapaxTarbcs,
a 1mocJie, BCe ke COOPABIINCH C CHIIAMU, B3MAaXHYJ KPBUTbSIMU U CTaJl HAOMPATh BBICOTY.

— CnoxHu, TBapb! — cka3al s, ¥ KPerKo JIepkach JEBOU PyKOH 3a €ro JUIMHHYIO YellyiuaTyio
I11e10, MPABO BOH3WJI CBOM KUHIKAJI MPSIMO €My TIOJ] TOPJIO.

PaHeHHbIl ApakoH HaYaJl MagaTh, OH MPOTUBHO M TPOMKO KPHYaJT X PUTUIBIM TOJIOCOM, HO BCE
ere MpoAO/DKal OTYAsTHHO MaxaTh KPbUIbSIMH. Pe3KuM JBHKEHHEM, s1 OCBOOOIMII CBOM KMHXKA U
CHOBA BCA/IMJI €T0 TITYOOKO MPSIMO B TOPJIO JIeTaloen TBapy. Yap Obll CUIIbHEe IIPEKHETO0, ¥ IPaKOH
OBICTPO CTaJl TePSITh BHICOTY. [10 3eMiM ObLJIO IPUMEPHO MSTh-CEMb METPOB, 51 Kperue MpHKaJcs K
ocnabeBIeMy TeJly sIepa, YTOObl CMSATYUTh YAap.

3eMJ1s Hecnach KO MHe HaBcTpeuy U... BAM!

TemHoTa.

Kaxkoe-To Bpems 51 mpoObLT Oe3 CO3HAHUSI, ¥ KOTJa Hayasl IPUXOIUTh B ce0s1, TO cpas3y OLTYTH
pe3Kylo 6011b B J1eBoi pyke. ['ooBa rynesna. [IpuoTKphIB 171a3a, s TyT ke yBUes ee — AJeKc crujesia Ha
KOJIEHSIX, HU3KO CKJIOHMBIIMCH Hafo MHOU. OJiHa ee J1a/IoHb Jiekasla y MeHs Ha TPyIH, a IPEeKpacHoe
7M1 OBUIO Tak OJIM3KO, UTO 51 YyBCTBOBAJ B3BOJHOBAHHOE JbiXxaHue. OHa 4To-TO rOBOpUJIa MHE, HO
13-32 3BOHA B MOEH roJIOBe, s1 HUKaK He MOT' pa3o0parh CJIOBa.

Moxet ObiTh, AJIeKc Oarogapuia MeHs 3a ee craceHre? Bo3MOXHO, OHa CKJIOHWJIACh HAJ0
MHOM, 4TOOBI B OTBET MOJAPUTh MHE CBOU MPEKPACHBIN MOLeTyii?

S mpUKpBLT T71a3a U MOTSAHYJCS K Held. Hammm ryObl BCTPETHWIINCh U BHYTPU MEHsI 3arlisicay
6a0ouku. D10 ObUIO BoMmeOHO. HO, K cokalleHnIo, MOe YyBCTBO IOJIeTa, MPOITUIIOCH BCETO Tapy
CEeKYHJ — TOCKOJIBKY TTOTOM $1 BAPYT OIIYTHJI PE3KHIA yaap MpsMO B YETIOCTb, ¥ 9TO ObLIIO YEPTOBCKU
OOJTBHO.

— Tsi coBcem oxpenen uto jm!? — Kpuyajia Ha MeHs JIEBYIIKA.

W noyeMy Moii CIIyX BEpHYJICSI UMEHHO B 9TOT MOMeHT? O, Jtydtiie Obl s e1lie HEKOTOPOe BpeMsI
HE MOT' HUYETO CJIbIIATh!

— Kogzen! Ypon! Yomonok! — pyranacek ona. — Kakoro xpena?!

S mpucen, onvpasich Ha PaBYIO PYKY, U IPUKOCHYJICS K MECTY, KyAa AJIEKC TOJIBKO YTO yIapuiia
MeHsI — 001b OblIa MPOCTO YKACHOM.

— V 1e0s KyJlaku U3 MeTaljia uTo Jiu? — IPOCKYJIHIT 51

— Tey! Tepy! — uieBanacy ona u xoauna kpyramu. — O6cmonsBu MeHs1! Kakas ragocts!

— 3T0 BCEro JMIIb CIIOHH, — TpodopMoTa s1. — OHM BCerJa ecTh, KOra JIOAH HETyIOTCS.

— Tapocts! IN'agocTs! — He mepecTaBaia MOBTOPSITH OHA.

— W3BuHM, HaBepHOE, 51 HETIPABUIILHO TeOs TOHSLI, — CKa3ajl OOMKEHHO 51, — 3aUeM e cpa3y
outb? A, Mexay mpounm, TeOsi OT ApaKoHa criac.

— D710 OBUI CaMbIii UIUOTCKUI TOCTYIOK, KOTOPBIM s KOra-IM0o BUjea, — oTpe3asia OHa,
OBIPSBSL MEHSI €KUM B3IJISIIOM, — APAKoH Obl He TPOHYJ MeHsl. OHM MOTYT BUAETH TOJBKO JIBHIKY-
IIyIOCSI MUIIIEHb, a €C/IM 3aMepPeTh HEeHAJI0NT0, IPAKOHBI MOKPYXAaT HEMHOTO U yJieTaioT. 51 mymana,
ThI 3HAEIIIb !

— 41 He 3HaJI, — 51 BUHOBATO OITYCTUJI B3IJISI.

Morua 661 1 ipegynpenuts. Boobiie-To 3To ObUT EPBBIN JPAKOH, KOTOPOTO s BUJIE.

— A TBHI yKe pelmi, 4To Thl Tepor? 3psi TOJIBKO PUCKOBAJ cBoe Oamikoi, Tymuia! Kyuy
BpPEMEHHU U3-3a TeOsI OTEePsUIH, THI IoTJaca 6e3 CO3HaHMSI TYT JIeKaJl, U S YK JymMaia OpocuTh TeOs
KO BCEM UEpTSIM. ..

— Yro ) He 6pocuia? — s HOTHSJICSA Ha HOTH, PE3KUM JIBHKEHHEM CTPSXHYJI C KYPTKH TIbLb,
¥ XMypo nocMoTpes Ha Hee. Ho Bce Mou cTapanust n300pa3uTh 3710CTh COIILTMA HA HET, KOT/ia sl CHOBa
3aCKyJIUJI OT OOJIU: TIOXOKE C MOUM TUICYOM Cepbe3Hast mpodema.

— He 3Hato, HaBepHOE, 5 CUIIKOM J0Opasi, — OHA pacTepsTHHO MOCMOTpesia Ha MeHsl, a MocIie
BApPYT cripocuia: — Kak uyBcTByens cebs?
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— HopmanbHo, TONBKO pyKa HEMHOTO OOJUT, — CIyKaBWI 5, HECKOJIBKO PACTEpPSIBIINCH, —
TOJIBKO YTO OHA KpHyaJia Ha MeHs, U BAPYT ee Hayajio 3a00TUTh MOE CAMOUYYBCTBHE.

— Jlait mocMOTpIo, — OHa TIOJIOILIA KO MHE U B3sUIa 3a JIEBYIO pyKy. — Buxy, KypTka y Te0s
NopBajach, 37€Ch Mapa HapanuH oKoso Tuieda. Kuth Oyzens, HO Tebe Hy:KHa Apyras Ofesk/a.

— V¥ MeHs HeT Ipyrou.

Sl cMoTpen Ha Hee cBepXy BHHU3 U JIyMaJl BOBCE HE O TOM, YTO Y MeHsI OOJIUT YeTOCTh U HOEeT
Cca/IiHa Ha TUieye, ¥ He O TOM, TJIe MHE TeTlepb JOCTaTh HOBYIO OICKIY, 51 yMaJ O ee pyKe, KoTopast
MO-TIPEKHEMY CHKMMAaJIa MOIO JIAIOHb.

— O, 6oru! — oHa 3aMeTHIIa MOE BOJIHEHHE U TYT ke yopasia pyky. — 3a0yns! [laxe He gymaii
00 3toM! Tsl 1 51 — HUKOTAA! SICHO?

— Jla, — pa3oyapoBaHHO OYPKHYJI MO HOC M KOCO TIOCMOTpEN B CTOPOHY CBOEH CITyTHHIIBI —
HEYy’KeJIM OHA TaK Y He OTBETUT MHE B3aUMHOCTHIO?

Eme Hu pa3y B cBOel JKM3HU 51 HE YyBCTBOBAJ HU OJHOW K AEBYIIKE HUYETO MOAOOHOro, U
MHe OBUIO TOPBKO yMarh O TOM, UTO 1 JUIsl Hee JIMIIb MaJIOJeTHUI MPUAYPOK, KOTOPBIN CBAIMIICS
Ha ee TOJIOBY U JIOCTABJISIET €l TOJIBKO MpoOieMbl. MHe MoYeMy-TO CTajio BAPYT TaK MapIiIvuBoO,
Kak Oy[ITO Aaxe Cle3bl Ha I71a3a HAKaTHIIUCh, HO s1 BCE Ke CMOT B3SITh ceOsl B PYKHU U CIEPKaI HX.
He xBarano ere, uroObl AJieKcaHapa yBHUeIa, Kak s TYT PhiAal0 OT Oe30TBETHOM JIOOBU, CJIOBHO
MaJIeHbKasl IEBUOHKA.

— B ropoze ectpb yoexwuiie, 310 OyHKep, — AJIEKC BAPYT MpepBajia MOU MBICIH, — TaM €CTh
OfIe)KAa U MECTO Uit Houslera. TBOe cuacThe, €C/IM MbI CerofiHsI JI0 3aKara ycreeM TyAa Jo0paTrhCes.
Tak 4To XBaTail plOK3aK U ABUrai Horamu!

— JlagHo, — HEXOTS OTBETUII £, a IOCJIE HATSIHYJI Ha HOC 1apd, MOAHSII CBOM YBECUCTBIN PIOK-
3aK, ¥ Mbl CHOBA JIBUHYJIHCh B TYTb.

Ucropus 3 [lenb poxaeHus
Anexcanopa

INocne cnyvast ¢ gpakoHoM, CTpaHHUK COBCEM PAcKHC, U s Jaxke MOAyMasa O TOM, UTO elle
COBCEM HEMHOT0, U 51 YBUXKY, KaK U3 €ro IJia3 MOKaTATCs clie3bl. M, Kak Hi CTpaHHO, MEHS BOTHOBAJIO
TO, YTO 3TO MeHsI BooOIie BoiTHOBasO. Elnle Buepa 51 XoTesa XJIagHOKPOBHO Mepepe3arh eMy IJI0TKY,
3a TO, YTO OH BBIPSIWICS B CTapuKa, a CErogHs 51 OECOKOMIAch O €ro YyBCTBax. S Beob coBceM
3a0blJ1a, KaK 3TO — JMOOUTh? A Belb, OH, KaXeTCsl, BTPECKAJICSI B MEHSI 110 YIIU — KaXeTCsl, IMEHHO
TaK MPOSIBJISIOTCS YyBCTBA — TO U €O OH TOMHO B3/IbIXaJT U HAOMIOAAT 32 MHOM YKPAIKON M3-TI0]
CBCTJIbIX PECHUILI.

370 Aa)ke HaBesIO MHE MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTOOBI OBITh K HEMY HEMHOT'O MSTYe — MHE TTOYeMY-TO
CTaJIO aJlb TPABMUPOBATh YYBCTBA CTOJIb IOHOTO M BIOJHE cebe Mustoro napHs. OH gaxe Opocuiics
Ha JpakoHa paau MeHs1! A Beb 3a Bce BpeMs, poBeieHHOe B [1ycThiHE cMepTH, f ellie HU pasy He
BHU7IeJIa, YTOOBI KTO-TO YOI XOTSI ObI OJTHOTO JIPAKOHA.

Io Monm nozicueTam Mbl MPOIILTH yKe KUJIOMETPOB JIeCSITh, M UepHBIN JIecC yKe Hauasl Ka3aThCs
MHe OECKOHEYHBIM JJAOMPUHTOM T'YCTO MOCaKEHHBIX KYCTAPHUKOB, KOTJIa s BAPYT yBUjENA KPOMKY
peku, otaenssiieo Hac ot [lokuHyTOrO ropona.

Hy, nakoneu-to!

[NonHsB B3I HA 3aTSHYTOE CEPhIM HEOO, s 3aMeTHIIa:

— CoJHIIe MOYTH Ceslo, HaM HYKHO CKOpee Tepeceub peKy.

— IeperuibiBeM? — MPEATIONOXKUI TTAPEHb.

— C yma comen?! — BOCKJIMKHYIA 5. — B Hell cTonbKo JepbMa, uTo sl COBaThCs TyAa He coOu-
paioch!

— Torna Kakvie BapuaHThl? — OH BBIKHMJAIONIE TTOCMOTPEST Ha MEHS.
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— W, ut06sI THI 6e3 MeHs 311ech aenan? Caox Obl, HABepHOE, — s TSIKENIO B3AOXHYNIA. — Vnem
32 MHOW.

— Tam ecTb MOCT? — ¢ HaJIEKA0I B IOJIOCE CITPOCKIT OH.

— Hepbmoct! Packaran ryoy!

MBbI o BoJk Oepera Harpaso, U, IIPOi/isi METPOB TPUILATh, HATKHY/IMCh HA TpUYall, Bep-
HEe TO, YTO OT HEero OCTaJIOCh.

— 3pech JoKHA OBITH JIOAKA, — 51 3aITIsTHYJIa TTOJ] HaBeC U3 pkaBoro Merayuia. — Ara! Bot oHa,
MOs1 pojiHas!

CTpaHHUK B3IJISIHYJI HA JIOAIKY Y TIPE3PUTEIbHO CKa3a:

— B Heii AbIpbl, MBI ¥ [IOJIOBUHBI PEKU HE MPOIUIBIBEM. DTO IPOCTO KOPBITO.

— Ho Beap T y Hac MacTep Ha Bce pyKH, BOT U MPUAyMail 4To-HUOYAb! — CKOMaHJOBaIa Sl
He nenatb xe MHe Bce caMOid, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

[Napens 0OpeveHHO BIIVISHY/I Ha MEHs, a MOoCJie BCTaN Mepest JIONKOW U Havall 3ayMYUBO ee
paccMarprBath. OH 00oIIIeN pKaByIo MOCYJMHY CO BCEX CTOPOH, 3aryIsSHYJ BHYTPb, MOCTIe 3a0pasics B
Hee, MPOILIesiCs TI0 AHY B OIHY U B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTprBasi Bce Operiu, KOTopsbIe,
OYEBU/IHO, 0OPA30BAIMCH M3-32 KOPPO3UH.

— Ectb oiHa uaesi, — mociie ckazajl OH M CXBaTHJI JIOAKY 3a HOC, — Hy-Ka, AJIeKC, TOMOTH-Ka
MHE BBITAIIUTH ee Ha Oeper.

Bmecte Mbl OBICTPO CIIPaBMIIMCH, JOCTAB JIOAKY M3-10 HaBeca. CTpaHHUK CKHUHYJ PIOK3aK M
OTBSI3aJ1 C HETO CBOYM CBEPHYTBIM I1J1alll, B KOTOPBIN ellle BYepa OH psauiics ctapuukoM. [locie yero
TUIOTHO 3a0WJT TKaHBIO JIBEe camble Oostbinvie Ablpbl. [IoTOM ocTan U3 prok3aka MUCKY, KOTOPYIO TYT
e OTJaJl MHE CO CJIOBAMHU:

— Byzens BeruepnbiBaTh BOLy.

— A 1Bl 4TO Oynenib Aenarh? — BO3MYIIEHHO CIIPOCHUIIA 1, IPUHUMAsi MUCKY U3 €TO PYK.

— I'pectu. YUto ermie? — OH XMypo MOCMOTpeST Ha MEHS — B €T0 I71a3ax Bce ellle YUTaaach oouaa.

WutepecHo, 101r0 OH ele OyAeT JyThcsl Ha MeHst?

Sl pacTepsiHHO cMOTpesia Ha ero CIMHY, TIOKa OH OpojnII BIOJb Oepera B OMCKaX 4ero-Huoy/ipb,
YTO HAMOMUHAJIO ObI Becs10. CITyCTsl Tapy MUHYT OH BEPHYJICS C HEOOJIBIIION, HO IOCTATOUHO ITUPOKOM
KOPSITOM, KOTOpasi HEIIOXO MOIXOAMIA JIJIsl CBOEH POJIH.

— Ectb 4T0-TO, 0 4YeM MHe clie/lyeT 3HaTh? — CPOCHIT OH, KOT1a Mbl BBITOJIKHYJIH JIOZIKY K BOZIE.
OH SIBHO XOTeJ1 MeH#I 33/1eTh, HATIOMHUB MHE O TOM, UTO s HIUEro He CKa3ajia eMy O IpaKOHax.

— IIpaBuna Bce Te xe: Beau ceOst TUXo, OyJb HAYEKY U JIEpKU CBOE OPYKKe HarotoBe, — IMpo-
enTana si.

— Cnacu60, — OypKHYJI OH, a TOCJIe OTMETUI, — BOJA COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOMHA, BCE BPOE THXO,
sl HE YYBCTBYIO OIACHOCTH.

— He noBepsiii cBoeMy 4yBCTBY IOCJIe TOTrO, Kak Bomien B XKenryio nsepb. Eciin BOKpyr THXO,
Ha000pOT, OMACHOCTb OYeHb OM3K0. OHM, HABEPHSIKA, BCE 3aMEPIIU U KIYT, — 5 PUJIOKHUIIA TAJIel]
K ry0am, a rocie HerpoMKo Jjiana komanay: — [oruisuim.

Mpel [pyXHO TOJKHYJIM JIOAKY B BOLY M OJHOBPEMEHHO, CJIOBHO [OTOBOPHBILIUCH, JIOBKO
3anpeIrHyIU B Hee. [TapeHb cpasy npuHsIICS aKTUBHO paboTaTh BECTIOM, U Hallla MOCYJMHA IBUHYJIACh
BIlepe]] — K POTHUBOMOJIOKHOMY Oepery, 10 KOTOPOro ObLIO MPUMEPHO METPOB AECSTh.

He6o0 cranoBunoch Bce TeMHee. MeHst HAUMHAJIO 3TO TPEBOKUTH: CKOPO BCE XUIITHUKH BHITYT
Ha OXOTY. qa IIAHYJIa 104 HOT'U U YBUIEJIA, YTO JIOAKA YKE IIPUJIMYHO HAITOJTHWUIACh BOI[OfI. CxBaruB
MHUCKY, 51 OBICTPO MPHHSIIACH BRIYEPITBIBATH BOLy. He Oymy CKpbIBaTh — OKa MBI IJIBUIH, 5 MHOTO pa3
nojgymMasia o ToM, 4to rmaH CTpaHHMKA JepbMOBBIH, HO BpeMsl MOIKUMAJIO, a APYTUX BAPUAHTOB Y
Hac He ObLIO.

[Ipeomones MonoBUHY MyTH, & ABUTAIMCH MBI HE TaK YK OBICTPO C OIHIM-TO BECJIOM M TOHYIIIEH
JIONIKOM, MBI [IOYEMY-TO BAPYI OCTAHOBUJIMCH.

— Yero croum? — cpocusia s CKBO3b 3yOBl.
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— He 3Haio, — pactepssHao otBeTvi CTpaHHuK. OH caesan Imar Brepea W BBINISTHYI 32 HOC
JIOJIKH, TIBITASICh ONPEAETUTh MPUUMHY HAIllel BHE3AIMHOMN 3aJePiKKH.

— Yro Tam? — cpocuia s, Mpoaokast 6e3 OCTAHOBKU BHIYEPITHIBATH BOLY.

— IMo-moemy y Hac mpobiemMa, — JpOoXKaIIuM roJIoCOM CKas3asl OH U OTIIPSIHYJT Ha3a]l.

— [Jla urto Tam, uept 1eds... Bo-0-0T ke XpeHOTeHb! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 51, KOT/Ia U3 BOJBI MOKa-
3aJ1ach TOJIOBA OTPOMHOTO MOHCTPA, HATOMHHAIOIIETO TUTAHTCKYIO 3MEI0.

— Jlepxu! — s cyHyna napHio MHUCKY. — BeraeprisiBaii Bofy, a st pa3oepych, — 5 10cTaja CBON
Meu ¥ ABUHYJIACh BIIEpE/l Ha PEYHYIO TBAph.

— Xopollo, — NapeHb BbIXBATHII Y MEHSI MUCKY U cpa3y NpuHsiics yepnarb. Xa! Mcnyrancs
MaJIbuuInKa!

l'onoBa MOHCTpa MOIHUMANACh HAJL JIOAKOW BCE BBIIIE U BBIIIE, OBICTPO CKOJB3SI U3 BOIBI HA
IJIMHHOM 1iee. Yepe3 Kakoe-To MrHOBEHHUE 51 YBHEIa ellie ABE TOJI0BbI — CIpaBa U ciieBa. ITo ObUIO
yXe uepecuyp, HO OTCTYyIaTh ObUIO HEKYy/a, MPUAETCS KaK-TO CIIPABUTHCS U TIAPHS 3alIUTHUTh.

PeuHoi MOHCTp BBIKHMIAIOINIE CMOTPEN Ha MEHSI CBOMME OIPOMHBIMU JKEJITHIMHU IJ1a3aMH, TOTO-
BACh K aTake. f Kpernko cxumasia pyKosTKy Meua, ocTaBasich HarotoBe. Cama JOCTaTh 3Ty TBaphb
s He MOIJIa, TIO3TOMY TPUXOIWIIOCH KAaTh. BApYr s yBuzena ABUKEHHE 3paukoOB MOHCTpA: Teephb
oH cMoTpen Ha CTpaHHMKA, KOTOPBIH MPOIOIKA yepnarh Boay. HeoxuaaHHbINA PHIBOK — MOHCTP C
HEBEPOSITHOW CKOPOCTBIO OPOCHIICS Ha TIApHS, HO 1, K CUaCThl0, OKa3aJiach ObICTpee — B3Max Meda U
roJI0Ba 3MEIOKH yrajia B BOAY.

VY MeHs He ObUIO Jake BPEMEHH MepeBEeCTH IyX, Kak JIBe Jpyrue 3Meernoqo0Hble TBapu Opocu-
JIMCh B aTaKy:

— bBeperuch! — KpUKHYyJa 51 4TO €CTh CHJIBIL.

B3max meua u erie oHa rojioBa MOHCTpA yrajia BHA3 M €r0 TYJIOBHIIE TYT e Hayajlo CKpbI-
BaTbCsl B TEMHBIX IIyOMHAX peyHOi Bojbl. B3BoHOBaHHO, 51 0O0epHynack Ha CTpaHHHMKA, KOTOPHIH
B 9TOT MOMEHT, K MOEMY YIMBJICHUIO, KPENIKON XBATKOW CXKHUMAJI TOJIOBY TPETHErO0 MOHCTpA — TOT
JKYTKO M3BUBAJICS, HO BBIPBAThCSI €My HUKAK He yAaBanock. [lapeHb ObICTPO 10CTaT CBOM KMHKAJ U
BOH3UJI €0 MPsIMO B Yepert 3Bepioru. Pasyacst Tpeck U jKeJThle 171a3a MOHCTpa MOraciiy.

— Cnoxnu, — ckazan CTpaHHUHK, a TIOCJIe, BBIHYB KMHXKaJ, HEOPEKHO OpOCcUsT Oe3KM3HEHHOE
TEJIO TBApH B BOLY.

3arisiHyB B peKY, MbI TYT e YBUJIEH, KaK CTau TJIOCKUX 3yOACTBIX phIOEIIeK MOeAA0T OCTAaHKH
PEUYHBIX MOHCTPOB.

— 310 OBUIO. .. BHIEUATISIONIE, — CKa3aia s CTpaHHUKY.

Sl meiicTBUTENHHO ObUIA MOpaKeHa ero MpPBITU. A Be/lb CErofiHsi OH CMOT YIMBUTh MEHS yKe
ABaX[IBI, TIOIyMaia 1.

— Crniacu60, — CKpOMHO CKa3aJl [apeHb ¥ OTBEJ B3MJIs1[], KOTOPBIH MO-TpeKHEMY ObLIT HATIOJTHEH
IPYCTBIO.

— JlagHO, — TMXO CKa3aja s, 3aMETHB, YTO OH BCe ellle He B HACTPOSHUH, — TIOTUTBUIN JaJIblIle.

[Napens B3s1 B pyKH Becslo, a 51 CHOBa CXBaTwiia MUCKy. K cuacTbio, OCTaibHON MyTh Yepes
PEKy MBI MPOIUTBUM O€3 POUCIIIECTBUH.

— Ilpoiizem Tpu KBapTaja mo ropogy u OyaeMm Ha mMecTe, — cKasaja s, KOrja Mbl CIIPSTaIn
JIOOKY B HEOOJIBIIIOM AOMUKE Ha Oepery, OT KOTOPOro OCTaOCh JIMIIIb Mapa CTeH U YacTh KPHIIIH.

— Xoporo, — CTpaHHUK TTOKOPHO KHUBHYJI.

OH CcHOBa BBIIVISI/IEN HECUACTHBIM, U CIIOBHO HAPOYHO JPA3HWI MEHS 3TUM. DTO yKe HAdaslo
HEMHOTO OECHUTh, MOCKOJIBKY MOYEMY-TO OKa3bIBAJIO HA MEHsI BJIMSIHUE — 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA CTHIA, 32 TO,
YTO TaK Ipy0o OTIIMIIA €Tr0, a IOTOM ellle ¥ Bpe3asa xopolieHbko. Ho pa3Be oH He cam Hampocuicsi?

— Cunymaii, — 51 yxe OblJTa TOTOBa Ha BCe, JIUIIIb Obl OH HE YyBCTBOBA ce0sl HACTOJIBKO PACKHC-
UM, — JIaJJHO, 1 OTBEUYy Ha TBOW IJTyIbIN BOMpOC!

— Kakoii Boripoc? — OH BHUMATEIbHO TIOCMOTPENT Ha MEHS.

— Hy, o ToM, 4TO THI CITpaIMBa MeHsl y O0JI0Ta, — HEJIOBKO OTBETHIIA 1.
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— XM... — OH U300pa3nI 3aAYMUUBOCTD. — $1 yke 3a0bUI. .. HATOMHUIIIb?

OH s1BHO cTpowmn U3 cebs Aypadka, yToObl TIO3JUTh MEHSI, HO s pellliia He TIO/IaBaThCs Ha
€ro MPOBOKAIINH.

— O6parwmia Obl s Ha TeOs BHUMaHHUe, eclii Obl BCTPETHU/IA JIET ABECTH Ha3aJ], — CIIOKOWHO
HAIOMHUJIA ST eMY.

— AX, TbI 00 3TOM, — €ro ria3a 3a0JiecTesIi, HO BHEITHE OH OCTABaJICSl COBEPIICHHO CIIOKOM-
HbeM. — Hy, n?

— B obmiem. .. HaBepHOe. .. CKopee BCero, Ho He (pakT... — Gopmorana .

biuH, 1a 4yTO CO MHOM Takoe!

— Jla, — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BhIJJaBUJIA U3 ceOsl s, — HO TO COBCeM Huuero He 3Hauut! [ToHsut
MeHs1?!

— Tlonsin! — u3-3a ero mapda MHe ObIJIO He SICHO YJIBIOAJICS JIM OH WM HET, HO CKBO3b MPO-
3payHble CTEKJIAa €r0 OYKOB, B TOMYOBIX I71a3ax 51 3aMETHJIa CHSTHUE YITLIOKH.

CTpaHHO, HO MHE cpasy CTaJo Jierye.

— W 310 He 3HAYUT, YTO THI MOKEIIb CIIOHSBUTH MEHsI! — pe3Ko J0OaBUIIA 1.

— Boo0iiie-To st Tebst He CITIOHSBII, a TOIeJIOBaI, — TPOOypYasl OH.

— CwMbicnt ouH, — oTpe3asa si.

He60 13 CBUHIIOBO-CEpOro yke MpeBpaTuiioch B TEMHYIO, MIOUTH YEPHYIO TIeJICHY, YTO TOBO-
PHJIO O TOM, YTO HaM HYKHO CITeIIUTh. B ObICTpOM TeMIle MbI TIOAHSUTUCH C Oepera Ha XOJIM, JIaJIbIle
OBLJIO TIOJIE — COBEPITIEHHO Tojast 3eMJIsl, TOKPBITasi KOMKaMU I'Psi3d, KOTOPBIE TaK M JIUILTH K HAIIIAM
O0THHKaM, jesas ux TsokeabiMu. Ho BCckope, HaKOHell, Mbl BBIIIUTM Ha JJOPOTY, BEAYIIYIO B TOPO, U
MeHee YeM 4epe3 MATHCOT MEeTPOB HAYaJIMCh TMePBbIe TTOCTPOUKH.

— OTKyJa Thl TaK XOPOILO 3HAa€lIb 3Ty MECTHOCTh ? — cripocuyi MeHs1 CTpaHHUK, KOI/1a Mbl LIUTA
yepes 1oJie, yTonasi O0THHKAMU B I'PSI3H.

— Yacro 3z1ech ObiBato. [IpaBaa B mocnennuii pa3 Oblia TyT, HABEPHOE, JIET COPOK Hazajl, —
YEeCTHO OTBETHJIA £1.

— W 3auem xe croa Bo3Bpamiatbesi? He camoe sryuiie MecTo jisi OTAbIXa, — OH C COMHEHHEM
MOCMOTpEJT Ha MEeHS.

— 31ech Korga-To OblI MOM I0M, KOIIa-TO OYEHb JABHO. ..

— Jlo BOWMHBI?

— Ara.

— Tak 3HauuT, TeOE YeThIpecTa JIeT, — 3JyMUMBO MIPOU3HEC OH, — a TeOe POBHO YeThIpecTa
WJTA THIA YeThIPeCcTa OIWH, VI TaM YeThIpecTa TPH, WX Ye. . .

— PoBHO! V MeHs cpaHblii 1001Iel, TIOHsUT? — pe3Ko OTBeTHIA f1.

— He o4eHb-TO THI 3TOMY pajia, — OCTOPOKHO OTMETHIT MapeHb.

— A ugemy panoBarbes? IpescraBb cebe TOpT U yeThipecTa cBedek ? [lo-moemy, 310 U3 psaaa
BOH Kakoe JIepbMo!

— B yem npukon? Topt u cBeukn? Kakoii B TOM CMBICII? — OH OBbUT HECKOJIBKO pacTepsiH, U
s TIOHSIJIA, YTO OH COBEPITIEHHO HUYEro He 3HaeT 00 3TOM.

— Panbinie ObIM TaKWe TPAIUIK, HA ICHb POKICHUS JIIOIW TIEKJIA TOPT U BCTABJISUIA B HETO
CTOJIBKO CBEYEH, CKOJIbKO UCIIOTHIJIOCH JIET, — TOSICHIIA f1.

— 3avem? — CTpaHHUK YIMBJIEHHO MIOCMOTpPEJ Ha MEHSI.

— VIMeHVHHUK TOJKeH OBbLT 3arajiaTh jKeJlaHWe U 3ayTh 3TU YePTOBHI CBEYM, — MEHsI Havasa
pasapaxarh 3Ta TeMa pa3roBopa — 5 He JII0OKIa BCIOMHUHATH MPOIILIOe, 0OCOOEHHO CBOE AETCTRO.

— 3a0aBHO, — XMBIKHYJI TTapeHb. — A CBEUKH BBI TOKE eJT1? — OYeBUIHO, OH XOTeJI TIOBECEUTh
MeHs.

— O¥4, 3aTKHUCH YXe! — 51 TOJIKHYJA ero B Tiedo. — Maém. XBaTut 601TaTh.

[Nepeiins yepe3 nOpory, MOKPBITHE KOTOPOW YKe JaBHBIM-JABHO TMOIUIO MHOTOYUCIICHHBIMU
TpEeIMHAMHU, MBI TOJOILIN K 3HAKOMOMY MHe 31aHuio. Korma-To 3/1ech ObLIO YTO-TO BPOJIE BHICOTKH,
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I7ie pacrojiaraiach aJMUHUCTpAIMS TOpoJa, ceiuac ke OT Hee OCTalIoCh KaKUX-TO TP 3Taxa 0e3
OKOH M 4acTU4HO Oe3 cteH. [Ipoiiist MUMO, MBI IBUHYJIUCH AAJIbIlle BAOJb MYCTHIHHBIX YIUII, TAe
M3peJKa MOoNaJaJIuCh pXKaBble U TIOKOPEKEHHBIE KapKachl aBTOMOOMIIEH U CTapOi OBITOBOW TEXHUKH.
Bymaru u gpyroro Mycopa He ObLIIO — BCe IaBHO MPEBPATHIIOCH B TIBLIb.

Brpyr u3 nepeysnka, Mbl YCIIBIIIAMA CAABJIEHHBINA KPUK, a TIOTOM KTO-TO KaJIOCTIMBO 3aBOMMI:

— 3neck kT0-TO ecTh? [Tomorute mue! 4 3nece! [Tomorute!

[TpourHoprpoBaB yCIBIIAHHOE, 51 Cpa3y ABHHYIACH Aabiie. Ho Mol ciiyTHUK He cTait pasze-
JISITh MOE pellieHre, OH OCTAaHOBUJICS M B3BOJIHOBAHHO TTPOU3HEC:

— ToI cipimana?! Kto-1o 30BET Ha omoip!

— He oOpariaii BHUMaHMS, — OTMaxXHYJIAaCh 51 U, XOTes1a ObLIIO WATH JAJIbIlie CBOEW TOPOTOM,
HO TTapeHb BHOBb OCTAHOBUJI MEHSI.

— IMonoxau 31ech, s1 TOCMOTPIO, — OH OBICTPHIMU IIIArAMU HAIPABUJICS B CTOPOHY TepeyJIKa.

— He xonu! — KpukHyna s eMy BIOTOHKY.

— 4 OpicTpO, — ychblmana s ero yIIsIoIIUICs Toloc, a Mocie yBUAENa, Kak CUIyST MapHs
ucye3 B CyMpake YJIHII.

Bor ke cBamics Ha Moto rosioBy! Yro 6 ero!

Sl crosima mocpeny ynuIpl yxke mapy MUHYT M, YTO MEHsI )KYTKO YOMBIISLIO: s, 4epT mobepw,
nepesKMBaja 3a 3Toro nanada! YTpom CeromHsIHero JHsl MHe ObUTO BCe PaBHO, UTO CITYUUTCS C HUM,
¥ HaM, BpPOJIe KaK, OKa3aJioch, 10 MyTH, a BABOEM JOPOra KaXeTcs Jierye v Kopode, U MO3TOMY $1 Oblia
HE TIPOTUB MOWTH BMECTE, HO TAKOro s OT cebs1 He oxkunana! Yto Memmano MHe ceiiuac pa3sBepHYThCS
1 nioiitu B OyHkep? Jlo ropoja s 0Belia MapHUIIKY, a TaM MYCTh caM pa30upaeTcs.

[TocMoTpeB B TiepeyIiok, a Mmocjie B CTOPOHY YOekHIla, a ObJIO OHO yKe TOBOJILHO OJIM3KO, 5
HEpPBHO NIepeMUHAJIACh C HOTM Ha HOry. Moxet ObITh, 1 TipaBaa yitu? K yepry storo CrpanHukal
Mee ke Oynet jeruye! [la v Heruioxo Obl MOCKOpee CBAJMTh OTCIOAA — HA YJIUIE yKe HOYb, a S TYT
TOpuy coBceM ofHa! Jlaxe 11 MeHsI 9TO YePTOBCKH OMacHO!

«He Oyny ero sxmatb», — TBEpIO CKazaia s cama ce0e U TYT ke ObICTPHIMU M YBEPEHHBIMU
II1araMy HarpaBUIach B CTOPOHY yoexuina. Toabko BOT MOUEMy-TO YeM JaJTbIle 5 yXOAuiIa OT MecTa,
r7ie 51 OCTaBJIa CBOETO IOHOTO CITyTHHKA, TEM MeJICHHee s ILIa.

— UYeproB MasipumIKa! — BeIpyraach si, pa3BepHy/Iach U IOMYAIACh OETOM B STOT MPAaYHBIN
TNIepeyJIoK, IIe OH IPOMaa yXe MUHYT ISTh.

Korpa s 3amnna naneie, cympak paccesiics, u s ypuzaena CTpaHHHKa, KOTOPBIH CU/IeI Ha KoJte-
HsIX TIepe] He3HAKOMBIM MYKYMHOM. 3aMEeTUB MEeHs1, OH C OOJIerYeHreM B TOJI0Ce TIPOU3HEC:

— O, Aunekc, o1 31ech? [Tomoxerb MHe? MHe OIHOMY €ro He TIOAHSTh.

— UYro tam y 1ebs1?

[Nonoias 6mmxke, 1 yBUIAEA, YTO y MY>KUUHBI OTCYTCTBYET YaCTh HOTH JI0 KOJIEHA, U OH OBICTPO
MCTEKAeT KPOBBIO.

— OH CKOpO yMpeT, — XOJOHO MPOU3HECA . — YXOIUM.

— $1 HaNOXWIT eMy XKTyT, — B3BOSTHOBAaHHO OTBeTUJ CTpaHHUK, — MOXET ObITh, BO3BMEM €r0
c coboii B Oynkep? Tam ectb nekapcrea?

— Bynkep? ¥ Bac ectb OyHKep? — 00OpMOTaJ paHEHBIN My KUMHA. BBITIsiies OH HeBasKHO: TOHO-
IIIeHHAs TPsI3HAS OJekK/Ia, Ha JIMIIE IEeTHHA, MAacKa CBAIMJIACh Ha TIONOOPOIOK, & OYKOB U BOBCE HE
ob10. Kak on BooOIe TyT okazasncsi? Ckopee BCero, Kakoi-To Mapofep, KOTopble TyT YacTo OIINBa-
0TCSI B TIOMCKaX CTAPUHHBIX BEIIHII, KOTOPbIE MOKHO BBITOJHO MPO/IATh HA YePHOM phIHKe. JloOpacs
xe. ..

— MpbI He MOXeM eMy MoMOuYb. HaM HY’XHO CPOYHO YXOIMTh, MIOKA y HAC C TOOOH ellle eCTh
HOTH, B OTJINYME OT HETro, — pa3BepHYB KOPITYC, 51 yKe Obllla TOTOBa OeKaTh.

— Her, — ocranoBun menst CTpaHHUK, — MOKeM!

— To1 cOpenamn? — pesko crpocuia si. — OH ucrekaer kpoBbio! [louemy s 107KHA TOMOTaTh
emy? [la, s qaxe He 3HAIO, KTO OH BOOOIIIE TaKou!
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— MeHs THI TOXE HE 3HaJIa, HO TIOMOIJIa MHE, — €r0 TOIyOble TJ1a3a CKBO3b MAacKy yMOJISIIOIIE
CMOTpEJIA Ha MEHS.

— Her, — 51 mpopoikana cToaTh Ha CBOEM.

— OH ymupaert! — ¢ HaJipbIBOM B rosoce rnpousHec CtpaHHUK. — VI Mbl MOXeM TOMOYB emy !

Borxe, Kakol OH BCe-TakH elnle peOeHOK !

— Bce korga-To yMpyT... Bce yMUPAIOT, — MEYAIbHO OTBETUIIA S M, Pa3BEpHYBIIKCH, TOILIA
MPOYb U3 MepeyIKa.

B cBoeli ATMHHOM XW3HU s yKe BUJEIa CTOJIBKO CMEpTel, YTO BUAETH €Ile OJIHY y MEeHsI He
ObLIIO JKEeJIaHUS.

— Tbl ocTaBUIIb €ro 37ech? — BAOTOHKY CIIPOCHJT MEHSI apeHb.

— 4 octaBmo 31€Ch HE TOJBKO €ro, HO U TeOsl, €CJM Thl celuac ke He MOAHUMENIbCsl U He
MOTAIUII CBOIO YEPTOBY 3a/IHUITY B 3TOT YepPTOB OyHKep! — CKa3aia CKBO3b 3YOHI s1.

— JlagHO, — OH HEXOTs MOAHSUICA M, OOPAaTHBIIMCh K YMHUPAOIIEMy MYXYHHE, CKa3al, —
W3BUHU, NIpUATENb. 51 caenan Bce, YTo MOr.

— Bui yxoaute? He ocransiite meHst! Ouu BepHyTcst! OHM CKOpO BEpHYTCsI! — KpuJaJl He3Ha-
KOMElII.

— IIpoctu, — eme pa3 ckazan emy CTpaHHUK ¥, HATHAB MEHs, MOJTYa MOOPeIT PAIOM.

OH cHoBa rpyctuil. HU3K0 CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY, OH 1IN TSDKEJO JBIIIA, TO U JEJI0 IIIMbIrast HOCOM.

— Oii, Hy xBaTuT TeOe,— He BbIAEpKaa s, — Thl )K€ caM IMOHMMaelllb, 0e3 HOTH OH 3/1eCh He
xKuten !

— Bce paBHO HEXOpPOIIIO OBIJIO OCTABJIATH €ro TaK, — MPOOYOHMIT OH.

— IIpeacrasp, uto 5 nomory emy? [lomyctm, oH BbikMBeET. M uto gansine? MHe yxe xBaraer
TeOs1 C TBOMMHM TapaKaHaMH, a ellle OIHOTO, TeM Oojiee Oe3HOroro s He MoTsAHY. S BaM He HSAHbKa!

— To ecTb ThI XOUYeIIb CKa3aTh, YTO Thl MOIJIA Obl TIOMOUb OeqHSTE? — YAWBIEHHO CIPOCHIT
MeHsI MapeHb.

— Morzna 6bl, — cKa3ana s CKBO3b 3yObl, — HO JIEKAPCTBO CIIUIIIKOM LIEHHO, YTOOBI pacTpauMBaTh
€ro TOIyCTY.

— V¥ 1e0s HeT cepaia! — ¢ 0OMIOM B rojioce OTpe3ast OH.

— 3aro y MeHs ecTb MO3IH! — psABKHYJIA .

CrpaHHUK XOTeJ OBUIO YTO-TO MHE CKa3aTh, HO ipoMomyai. Korma mMbl modty nomum 1o OyH-
Kepa, rJie-To BAAJIEKe MOCbIIIAJICS BOTUUN BOM.

— A BOT U OHH, — OCTOPO’KHO TpoIIenTaa si, — HoTopornumcs. Bxon Tam 3a yriom, — s ykazana
Ha cepoe JIByX3TaXHOE 3/1aHKe, T7Ie PaHbIIIe Pacroiaraics ouc Moero Jsiu.

— K0 onun?

— Bonku. Mim Ipuspaku, kak Mbl ux HasbiBaeM. 110 HouaM OHM CTassMM BBIXOIAT HA OXOTY.
CrankuBarbcsl ¢ HUMM onlacHo. MneM 3a MHOM, — cKa3aja s, Korja Mbl IOZIOLUIA K KOHEYHO! Lieu
Hamlero moxona. S mopHsIa jKeJe3Hyl0 KPBIIIKY JIIOKA, KOTOPHIA Be B MOABAJ 3[aHUs, U Cpasy
3anpeirHysa Tyna. [lapeHs mociemoBas 3a MHOM.

Koraa Mbl BepHY/ M KpBIIIIKY Ha MECTO, BHU3Y CTaJlo O4eHb TEMHO, U 51 I0CTajia CBOM (DOHAPS.
[Tpoiias HECKOIBKO METPOB IO IMPOKOMY TOHHEJTIO, Mbl YIIEPJIHCh B MACCHBHYIO XKEJIE3HYIO JIBEPb.

— Bor u Bxoz, — ¢ obneruyenneM npousHecaa s. — Tak, HaIeCh, 32 COPOK JIET HUYEro He
CJIOMAJIOCh.

Sl HanpaBuITa cBeT (hoHaps1 Ha 1MGepOIaT ¥ OBICTPO HAOpaia HYXHBIH KO — YTO-TO HECKOJIBKO
Pa3 3BOHKO HIEJKHYJIO, YTO O3HAYaJlo — MexaHu3M B nopsiake. Omimuno! TTotom s cxBatuiach 3a
MaCCHBHYIO PYYKY M C CUJIOW HaJaBWUjIa Ha Hee BHU3 — TsDKesasl ABEPb CO CKPUIIOM IMOAJAIach U
MEJJIEHHO OTBOPHJIACH TIepe]] HAMH.

— Ipoxomu, — ckazana s Ctpanauky. — He Goiics.

S1 BoIIa creqoM 3a HUM M cpasy ke 3aKpblia 3a coOoi aBepb. Hailist KHOIIKY BBIKJTIOUATEIS
Ha CTeHe, Ha)KaJla Ha Hee, U B YOSKHIIE TYT XKe IMOSIBUJICS CBET.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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