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Bce mpaBa Ha u3AaHWe 3alIMINEHbI, BKJIOYAs MPAaBO BOCIPOM3BEICHUS TOJHOCTBIO WM
YACTUYHO B JOOOH hopme.

Ito u3gaHre onyomMKoBaHo ¢ pasperteHus Harlequin Books S. A.

Tosapusle 3Haku Harlequin u Diamond npunaanexar Harlequin Enterprises limited uiau ero
KOPHOPATUBHBIM a(ppUIMPOBAHHBIM WiIEHaM M MOTYT OBIThb MCIIOIB30BAHBI TOJBKO HA OCHOBAHUM
CyOJIUIIEH3MOHHOTO COTJIAIICHHMSI.

ITa KHUTA SIBJISIETCS XY/I0KECTBEHHBIM ITPOU3BEICHUCM.

Nwmena, xapakTepbl, MecTa JHCTBHS BHIMBIIILJIEHBI WM TBOPYECKHU TMlepeocMBbIciieHbl. Bee ana-
JIOTHH C JEWCTBUTEILHBIMU MEPCOHAKAMH WA COOBITUSIMU CITyYaiHBI.

Oxpansercst 3akoHOAaTeIb,CcTBOM P® 0 3amyre MHTE/IEKTyaIbHbIX PaB.

BocnpousBeeHne Bcell KHATY WM JIIOOOH ee 4acTH BOCTIpeliaeTcs: Oe3 MUCbMEHHOTo pa3pe-
IIEHUS] U3JaTerIs.

JlioOble MONBITKY HAPYILIEHUsI 3aKOHA OyAyT NIPECeoBaThCs B CYJeOHOM MOPSIIKE.
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I'maBa 1

Pazymeercs, o Obu1 31€ch. Meiicon ByH.

Jpea MakmoHaib u3beraia ero Bce 3T TOfbl, HO ceilvac TOro cienarh He noinyuurcs. Eit
MIPUJIETCS OOIMIATHCS C HUM IO TIPOheCCHOHATBHBIM BOIpocaM. X0TeJIoCh Obl TyMaTh, YTO OH OOJIbIIe
HE TPEBOXKWJI €€ YyBCTBa, YTO BCE yxke 0TOO0JIeN0, UyTo OHa Bee 3a0buta. Ho pasBe Takoe BO3MOKHO?
VBB, OH OCTaBWJI TNIyOOKUI U HEU3IJIAJIMMBIH CJIe]] B e Cep/lle.

MeiicoH crosin B KOH(EpeHII-3aJie, ONEpIIUCh Ha CTEHY U CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPyAH, U HaIlps-
JKEHHO HaOMIOAJ 32 Held, He OTBOJISI YTOJIbHO-YepHBIX TJ1a3. Ha Hero ciiokHO ObUIO He 00paIaTh BHU-
MaHUs1. BBICOKMIT M OCIENUTENIbHO KPACUBBIM, OIETHIN B JIETAHTHBIM TEMHBII KOCTIOM, OH BHYILIAJ
YBa)XEHHE U U3JTy4Yall yBEPEHHOCTb.

Korna ona 6bl1a Mosoxe, ee K Hemy CUJIbHO TsAHYJI0. Ho OH, He 3aaymMbIBasich, IpeHeOper ero.

Jlyuiiie Bcero 6bU10 ObI OTHECTUCH K HEMY ¢ Oe3pa3inyreM, KUBHYTh U YUTH. He Hy:kHO moka-
3bIBaTh, KaKyI0 0OJIb OH IPUYMHII eid. UTOOBI OH He 3aMETHJI CTpajIaHKe B ee Ila3ax WU PyMsIHEIl
Ha ee koxke. OHa MHOTO pa3 MpeJcTaBiisiia cede uX BCTpedy.

Ee cepauie yacto 6usioch B rpyau, MOTOMY YTO OHA Oblla HE €IUHCTBEHHOM, KTO JIUIIWJICS B
JKU3HU CaMoro 1ieHHoro. He eIMHCTBEHHOM, Y KOro B Jyiiie ObUIM TITyOOKHe IIpaMbl. MEHCOH TOXe
CWJIbHO TIocTpajai. [IBa roja Hazan OoH octajics Oe3 KeHbl M HEepOXkJIeHHOro peOeHka. [loteps u
CKOpOb TOJIBKO YCYTyOWJIM YYBCTBO BHMHBI, KOTOPOE OHA WCIBITHIBAIA M3-3a TOrO, YTO OH €l TaK He
HpaBWiICcsA. MelNCOHy COYYBCTBOBaJI BeCh Topoll. TpyIHO HEHABUIETh MY:KUYHMHY, I1OJIb30BABLIETOCS
BceoOIed noaaepkkoi. YyBCTBO BHHBI CheIasIo €€, XOTS OHa MMelia TOJIHOE MPaBoO Ha HEro oOu-
JKaThC.

Cros niepen CcTosioM i1 KOH(epeHlnH, Jlpea 3aKOHYWIA MPE3EHTALMI0 CIEAYIOUMMU CJIO-
BaMM:

— U 6naromapst meapoctu MeiicoHa ByHa u ero ceMbu MBI YCIIEIITHO Hadad cOOp CPEJICTB.
Haina ness — 18a MUJUIMOHA AOJIAPOB.

Bpauu, amMuHUCTpaTOPBI OOJIBHUIL M WIEHBI KOMHUTETa OJIarOTBOPUTEIHHOTO (hOH/IA TIeperJis-
HYJIUCb, CKeTITHYecKU noaHsB 6poBu. Ludpa Obuia oueHb BHICOKOI, 9TO BEPHO, HO OHA BCer/a mnoa-
rajach Ha CBOIO pElyTalfio U HACTOMYMBOCTh B JIOCTHKEeHUU Liesiell. Tem Oonee 4To B 3TOW YacTu
Texaca 1M MHOTHE OOratble 3eMJIEBIAEIbLIb.

— DTO BBHINOJHUMO, — Pa3JIaJICsl YBEPEHHBIN I'0OJIOC U3 TITyOMHBI KOMHATHI.

Bce ronossl noBepHyauch k Meiicony byHy. Heckonbko necATuineTuin Ha3aj ero cemMbsl NoJo-
*kuia Hayauio ropoaky byH-Crnpunre B Texace, n 60sbHUIIA OblIa HEABHO MEpeMEHOBAIA M3 MEMO-
PUAIBHOM OKPYKHOWM B MEMOPHAJIbHYIO OKPYKHYI0O MMeHU byHa. MHOro4YMCIeHHBIE YIEHBl CEMbU
ByH npaktuuecku Bnagenn BceM ropoIoM, IPUYEM Jiydlien ero yactelo. IloatoMy koraa roBopui
KTO-TO U3 ByHOB, /0111 Citylnaiy.

— D70 BIOJIHE BHINIOJIHUMO, €CJTH MBI TTOCTapaeMcs1, — HactanBasa [Ipea, cHoBa u3beras B3ruisia
TeMHbIX 11a3 MelicoHa. — W TMYHO 51 COOMpPaIOCh OYEHb IOCTAPATHCSI.

— YMHuUIIa JeBOUKa, — cKazall ceoBiackiii oktop KuctoyH. — Mel goBepsiem TeGe, AHzpea.
Tr1 — HamIa HageXxaa.

— Cnacu6o, nokrtop. S ueHio Bairy noajaep:xky. Bmecre y Hac Bce OIyduTCS.

OHa ynbIOHYJ1aCh, UyBCTBYS ceOs1 YBEPEHHO B YEPHOM KOCTIOME M BUIITHEBBIX TY(IISIX Ha BBICO-
KOM KaoOmnyke. Ee UIMHHBIE TEMHO-KAIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH! OBUIM TJIAJIKO YiIokeHbl. OHa sIBJIsiIa COOO0M
BOILIOIIEHHE OU3HEC-CTUIIA.

Ata padoTa Ha 6;1ar0 OOTBHUITHI TO3BOJISIIA IOCTUYb CPa3y HECKOJIBKUX Iiesiel. B cirydae ynay-
HOT'O 3aBepIlIeHHs] MTPOEKTa CTAHOBUIJIOCH 00Jiee BEPOSITHBIM €€ MOBBIIIEHUE 10 BUIIe-TIPe3UueHTa B
KOHCJITUHTOBOM KoMITaHuy «COJTIOIIH3 UHK.», B KOTOPO OHa paboTasia B Hbm—ﬁopxe. Ho uro 601ee
Ba)KHO, OHA XOTeJIa C/IeNiaTh XOpOIliee JIENIO JIIsl MecTa, B KOTOpoM BbIpocia. COOp Cpe/ICTB TUIaHu-
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POBAJICS IS CTPOUTENILCTBA KAPAUOJIOTHUECKOTO OTACIEHHSI, M OHA 3aHUMaJlach 3TUM B MaMSTh O
MaTepH, KOTopasi ymepiia OT CepIeYHOro MpUCTymna. A ele OHa XOTesla BOCCOSUHUTBCS CO CBOMM
60mbHBIM OTIOM. K coxalieHun1o, 3To 03Ha4Yaso XHUTh B KOTTeke, KOTopblii ByHbI nopapuim Makio-
HaJIbJIaM TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK (PaKTHMUECKU YKpad X ceMelHoe paHdo «I po3oBbie xonmbl». Cornacue
OTIIa HA UX YCJIOBUSI CUJIBHO ee pasapakao. Kak oH Mor mpuHSTh MX JAap, BeAb Xu3Hb JIpio Oblia
paspylieHa, BbIpBaHa ¢ KOPHEM TOcjie TIOTepy MX poaoBoro ruesna. OHa motepsijia CBOM 0M, HO
OTell, MOXOXke, He 3aMeTUJI, KaK CHJIBHO 3TO €€ PaHuUJIo.

IMoce cobpanus dpea cobupasia Oymaru, akKypaTHO CKJIIbIBasi MX B CTOIKY, KOTJa BAPYT
yCIbIIIaa MpUOIMKAIOIIMECs ATy U 3aTania JbIXaHue.

— OtmuHas pabota, [pea.

ITOT MIyOOKMIA YBEPEHHBIH rojioc BHIOWI ee U3 Koser. TeMOp, TOH, MHTOHAIUS, C KOTOPBIMU
Meiicon npousHec ee UMsl, BCKOJIBIXHYJIM BOCTIOMUHAHUsI, TIEPEBEPHYB €€ MUpP BBepX JHOM. Boxe,
HO TIOYeMY MMEHHO OH BO3IJIaBJIsT 3TOT KomuTeT? XoTs Jlpea 3Haja OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIpPOC. Y ero
OepeMeHHOM KeHbl ObUTO OOJTbHOE Cepiilie, ¥ €€ He CMOIIM cracT. Y Hux ¢ MelicoHOM ObUTH OfHU
Y T€ K€ MPUYMHBI ObITh BOBJICYEHHBIMHU B 3Ty OJIArOTBOPUTENIBHYI0 KaMMaHMIo. [IpekpacHO MoMHs,
Kakyio 00JIb OH el TPUYMHUJI, OHA BCE Ke C I0CAI0i OOHAPYKIIIA, YTO B3BOJTHOBAHA ITOW BCTPEUCH.
Omna obukanach Ha BCe CeMelCTBO ByHOB, HO Ha HEro — B OCOOCHHOCTH.

MeiicoH CTOsLT TUIIOM K HEel, CBEpIIs ee Illa3aMu, U OHa, B3sB ceOsl B PyKH, OJJapyiia ero CBoei
JIydIIel yabIOKOH.

— Cnacubo.

3a qBeHaAnath JIeT OH BO3MY:KaJl U CTaJl ellle MpUBJIeKaTelbHee: Ierkast HEOpUTOCTb Ha OI00-
POIKe, BOJIOCHI, 3a4ecaHHble Ha3al, Onectsimue u yepHslie. Ho 310 HMvero He 3Haums0. OHa mpocto
PaBHOJIYIITHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, Kak OyATO OH He MPOW3BOMII HA Hee HUKAKOTO BIIEUATIICHUSI.

— XOpoIIIo BTSN, — 3aMeTh1 MeficoH. — OTell HaBepHsiKa Oy[eT paj BUIETh TeOs JoMa.

— 51 3mech BpeMeHHO, — CKa3asa OHa, 3acTernBasi MopTdes.

— U Bce e BcTpeva MoMaeT eMy Ha MoJb3y.

Omna orBena B3MJIsIA. A UTO IMOLUIO Ha MOJIb3Yy €i? SIBHO HE Te AHU U HOYM, KOIja e MpHUXo-
IUJIOCh Opath Ha ceOsi PoJib B3POCIIOH, MOTOMY UTO €€ OTel] ObLT MepPTBEIKH NbsiH. OH HUKOrIa He
TOTOBUII €Ty, HE CTUPAJ OICKAY. Y JBEHAIATHIIETHEW IEBOYKH MOSBUIICS peOSHOK, POJIb KOTOPOTO
Urpaj ee COOCTBEHHBIN OTell. A BeJb OHA TaK OTYAsSHHO HYXKJaJlach B JTOOBU U 3a00Te!

— Tawm Gyner BumHO.

— Tw1 emie He Obuta TOMa?

Omna nokavasia rojoBOu:

— Her, s npuexana ciona npsiMo 13 a3poropra.

— Jpea... — npousHec oH U 3amonvai. OHa oTBeNa B3MJIsA, YTOOBI HE CMOTPETh Ha HEro, u
MPOJOJIKUIIA BO3UTHCS C 3aCTEXKKOM MOpTdesst. — XOpoIlo, YTO Thl IoMa, — CKa3aJl OH HaKOHEll.

— 4 3pech 1o ey, — KMBHYJIA OHA.

— Ha, tak u ectb. [Ipeanaraio crulaHIpPOBaTh HAIIK MTPEACTOSIIHE Jiesia. Mbl MOIM OBl MOy XH-
HaTh BMECTE U BCE OOCYIUTb. ..

— Her. — Ee ronoc npo3Bydan pe3ye, 4eM OHa XOTeJa.

310 ObUTO HenpogecCHoHaTbHO. MEHCOH OCMOTpeN Ha Hee Tak, CJIOBHO OHa COILIa C yMa.
MosxeT, Tak oHO 1 ObUT0. OHA Ha/IesIach, YTO BEPHETCS AOMOU M ClIeNIaeT YTO-HUOYIb XOpOoIIee st
CBOEr0 POJHOTO TOpoia, MOUTHUT NaMATh MaTepH, Jaxke eCM TO 03HA4YaJo, 4To eil npuaercst pado-
Tath ¢ MeiiconoM. Ho ceifuac ee uyBcTBa ObUTM HACTOJIBKO 3aAITyTaHbl, YTO OHA HE MOIJIA OTIEUTh
1podeCCUOHAILHOE OT JIMYHOTO.

Jlpea mpuexana ciofga AJisi IPOBEAEHNs KaMIIaHUU 10 cOOpY CPEACTB, U € TUIATHIIN, YTOObI
OHa JIoBesa Jieio 10 KoHna. Eil mpuxoaunock HamoMuHaTh ceGECHOBA M CHOBA, YTO OHA Jiesiajia 3TO
B IIaMSTh O MaTepU.

— Her? — npumypusicsa MevicoH.
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— $1 umena B BUjy, 4to J1am TeOe 3HaTh. S MEHCTBUTENILHO OYeHb 3aHsATa, MeticoH. CeromHs
MHE MHOTO€ HYKHO 0O1yMarTh.

Omna omapuiia ero JieiaHoH YbIOKOM, KOTopasi ero He 0OOMaHyJIa.

— Jla, 1 MIOHKMMaI0, — KMBHYJI OH, B €ro T0JI0Ce SIBHO 3BYYaJlo pa3apakeHue.

Xa! MelicoH He umel rmpapa ObITh HeJJOBOJIBHBIM e10. [Ipr mociieiHelt X BcTpeve OH Bell ceOs
TaK, OYATO OHa MyCTOE MECTO.

OH niepenas el BUBUTHYIO KaPTOUKY, KOCHYBIIHCH €€ PYKH CBOUMH JUIMHHBIMU TOHKMMU T1aJTh-
namu. Cepatie [Ipea 3a6usock ObicTpee, HepBHOE HallpsiKeHHe Bo3pociio. Ero KopoTkoe Terioe npu-
KOCHOBEHHE IPOH3UJIO €€ TEJIO EKTPUUECKUM TOKOM.

— Jlaii 3HaTh, KOTa y TeOst OyneT BpeMs. Ha Bce y Hac ecTh pOBHO MecHIll.

Ero HactoitunBoCTh He ycKonb3Hya oT dpea. 1715 Hero 31o Aeno ObUIO TaK ke BaKHO, KaK U
st Hee. VIX oObenuHsiia o01mas 1esb — Crelyain3upoBaHHOE KapAUOJIOTHuecKoe oTeseHre B byH-
Cnpunrc. Ho mecsiir paboTsl 60K 0 00K ¢ HUM Ka3aJicsi BEeYHOCThI0. He roBopst yke 0 ToM, 4To OHa
OyleT )KuTh B KOTTe[lke Ha paHyo Paiisunr-Cnpunrc. Ha pogHoit 3emiie MevicoHa.

— AX, 3TO Tak e BKYCHO, KaKk U Tpexze, — npousHecna Jlpea, mporioTuB OOMBIION KYCOK
IIOKOJIaJJHOTO KEKca.

[ornomare croiabko My4yHOro He nogodano jgeau, Ho Katn Pomxepe, ee mogpyra nercrsa u
BJIaJICINIIA TICKapHU, OOUIe1ach Obl.

ITonpyra paccmesinach u cHsina aptyk. OHa noBecuiia Ha iBepb KoHauTepckon «Kekeol Katn»
TaONMMUKY «3aKpBITO» M MIPUCOETUHMIACH K [lpea 3a CTOIMKOM.

— Th1 He pa3zovyapoBasia MeHs, — ckazaia [Ipea. — VI Tbl HOMHHMIII, YTO S JTIOOTIO.

— Koneuno, nomHuio. He mory 3a0bITh TO BpeMsi, KOT/Ia Thl MPUXOJMIA KO MHE M Mbl BMECTE
nekym. CKOJIBKO HaM Toraa ObLIOo JIET, NECATH?

— Jla, HO HaIIIM KEeKCHI Jake OJTM3KO HE MOTJIM CPABHUTBCS C TOM BBHITIEYKOM, KOTOPYIO THI Jeja-
elllb JJIs1 CBOeU KOHJUTEPCKOM. S Tak rop:Kych TBOUMU JocTHxeHUs MU, Katu. [lepky napu, o yrpam
Bech byH-CrpyHIC TONMUTCS B 0Yepear 32 TBOMMU TBOPEHHUSIMH.

— 51 He *kanyiock, — OTBETHJIa OHa. — Jlesa Uy T XxopoIio. 340poBO, YTO Thl BEPHYJIACH B TOPOI.
4 ckyuana o teoe.

Hpea cxana pyky Karu:

— 51 Toxe mo Tebe ckydana. He morna yexars B Paitzunr-Cripunre, He OBUIABIICH C TOOOH.

— 4 pana. Tosnbko He X04y, YTOOBI 3TO OBLJIO BpeMEHHO. MHe XoueTcst 00IaThCsi ¢ TOOOH JINYHO,
a He 0 BU/ICOCBSI3H.

— Yro %k, mompodyeM MCIOIb30BaTh MOe MPeObIBaHKE 3/1€Ch TI0 MAKCUMyMY. Y Hac 00erx KydJa
11, HO 1aBail JIOTOBOPUMCS], UTO IOCTAPAEMCsI BCTPEUaThCsl HECKOJIBKO pa3 B HEJEJII0, — IIPE/JIOKMIA
Hpea.

— Knsarea Ha MU3MHYMKAX ?

OHu cuenuM Nasblibl, KaK Jejiald B IeTCTBE.

— O6emaro.

— O1muHo, pemeno. — Katu npuBcTana. — He xouens m yaniedky koge, 9ToObl 3aruTh KeKe?
SI Mory 3aBapUTh CBEXETO.

— Korpa 310 TBOM Kekchl HyKHO ObUTO 3armuBath? — yiabiOHyIack [Ipea. — Her, ciacu6o. Enieo-
IuH Kope — U 51 3ax71eOHyCh. [laBail mpocTO MOrOBOPHM.

K3t ynbiOHynach 1 IUTIOXHYJIACh HA CBOE MECTO.

— Xopomo. Utak, Tel Begelb cOOp CpeACTB 151 OOTBHUIIBL.

Ilpea KvBHYyJIA.

— C Meiiconom?

— Jla, ¥ 9TO MIaBHBIN HEJOCTATOK MOETO BO3BPAILIEHUs JOMOM. $1 JOKHA COCPeOTOUMThCS Ha
cOope AeHer, IO3TOMY M BBIHYK/IeHa TeprieTh byHOB.
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— 41 monumaro, uto Tede Tskeno, Ipea. Ho Meiicon notepsin Jlapucy u pedenka. Kak st cibl-
I11aJ1a, OH TOJIBKO cefiuac HaYMHAET MPUXOIUTh B ceOs1 OT TrOpsl.

— D710 Tparequs. Ho nasaii He Oynem o Bynax. [Totomy uTO, eclii Mbl TIPOJOJIKKM, 5 3aaM
Bonpoc o Jlykace.

I'maza Katu okpyrimnuce.

— A nipu yem 3z1ech JIykac? Mbl ipocTo Opy3bsi, He Oojiee Toro.

— Yry. Cnenaio Buj, 4to 51 TeOe oBepuIa.

— Panu Gora, [Ipea, oH ObLT MOMOJIBJIEH ¢ MOel cecTport u pa3ow [llemu cepatie, Korma yimesn
CITY’)KUTh B MOPCKYIO IT€XOTY.

— Ho s cablnana, 4to oH BepHyics, — 3aMeTuiia Jlpea, OTKyCHUB ellle KyCOueK Kekca.

— He nanomunaii MmHe o HeM. Illenm Bce ele He MCHENMMIACH OT IYIIEBHBIX paH. DTO ObLT
takou mok! Eit kazanock, uto y HUX ¢ Jliokom Bce no-Hactosiemy. [locne paccrapanus [lennu tak
nepexuBaia. Mama yoexaeHa: Bo BceM BuHoBar Jliok. Kak Oynro 3to 61 He JIoK, a Puck.

Pusep «Puck» ByH, cepauieen 1 ObIBIIMI 3HAMEHUTHIN TOHIIMK POJEO, U3 BceX ByHOB mmen
CaMyIo IUIOXYI0 pelyTaluIo.

— Jla, HO MBI HE MOeM 3a0bITh, UTO OH byH, — HamomHAMa Jlpea.

K3Tu ynuBneHHO nofHsiia npaByio OpoBb M MOKAYaia TOJIOBOM.

— Wrtak, nociie CTONbKHX JIET. .. THI TOXE ellle He UCIeTUIach?

— Ucnemunacek ot yero? OT TOro, 4to ByHbl HAKUIIMCh HA TOPE MOETO OTIA ¥ 320paiv y Hero
Haute nnomectbe? Jlonroe Bpems Hallld CEMbU APYKWIH, HO, KaK TOJIBKO MOH OTel] IoMaJl B TPYAHYIO
CUTYAIINIO, OHU BOCIIOJIb30BAJIMCh 3TUM, M TeNIepb Y HAC JIUIIb KOTTEIX Ha MX 3emye. OHU 1aju rare
KaKylo padory cMotputens. K Tomy ke u3-3a MelicoHa MHe Npunuiocs. ... O, He BaxHo. He xouy
aaxe roBoputh 00 3ToM. — OHA MaxHy/a pyKOW, 3aKOHUUB TUPALY.

Kstu 6pocuna Ha Hee cepbe3HBIN MOHMMAIONMKA B3rIsAA. Ho moapyra 3Hana ganeko He Bce.
Jlpea He pacckasaiia eif, YTo IPOU3O0IILIO Tocse ee HeyaauHoro oomeHus ¢ Meiiconom. Kak oHa 6po-
CHJIaCh B OOBSTHS IEPBOTO MOMABIIETOCS MYKUYMHBI M JIMIIWIIACH IeBCTBeHHOCTH. Kak 3a0epemeHena
U noTepsiia pedeHka. 1o ObUIO Xy/llee BpeMs ee KU3HH.

— JlyMalo, HaM HY>KHO OCTaBUTb ITPOLJIOE 103a1u, [pea. f v cectpe MOCTOSHHO TO TOBOPIO.

— la, HO MHOI/A JIerye cKas3arb, YeM CHENaTh.

JoeB KeKc M CIIM3HYB [JIa3ypb C NajblEB, OHA MPUKPBLIA I71a3a OT HACIAKICHUS.

— 1 cnpimasia, TBOM OTell He COBCEM XOpoIo cedst 4yBcTByeT. Ha mpomuioit Hesiesie OH CUITbHO
ynaist. Korga s y3Hasma 00 3ToM, TO MpuBe3fia eMy KOpOOKY aOpMKOCOBBIX MEUSHUN U TOJII0KHBI
KEKCOB.

— Thr1 camas myuras nogpyra. OH moOuT Takue neveHbst. Crack0o, 4To mpoBeana ero.

— OH oueHb paji, 4TO Thl BEpHYJIACh.

— [a, s 3Halo.

Jlpea He MOrJIa MHOTO TOBOPHUTH 00 3TOM, €€ TIepPETIONHSIN SMOIUU. MOKeT, UMEHHO MO3TOMY
OHa TsHYJA BpeMsl, He TOPOIIsACh exarh JoMor. KoHeuHo, OHa cKyvana mo oTiy | Joduia ero. Ho,
ecJIM TIOCMOTpPETh TpaBJie B 1a3a, [pio MakaoHanp1 HUKOTAA He TOMy4YuT Harpaay «Orterr roga».
I'opbko, HO (hakT.

— On usmenwics, pea. OH oyeHb cTapaercs.

Ta B310XHYyJA.

— IloBepro, Korga yBUKY, — IPOM3HECTAa OHA W B3MVISIHYJIA HA 4Yachl, — M CAEJAI0 3TO MPSIMO
ceiiuac. MHe He XOueTcst paccTaBaThCsl ¢ TOOOM, HO 51 JOJI)KHA €XaTh.

— CesxeMmcs nozxe?

— Koneuno.

O6e Bctauy, 1 Katu noruia 3a npuiiaBok.
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— OpHy cekyHay... f He ormyIny TeOs JOMOW C MyCTHIMU pyKamH, — 3asiBHJIa OHA U Tojaia
nofipyre Oesylo KOpoOKy ¢ JIakoMCTBaMu ¥ (pripMeHHOM Hakierkon «Kekcbl Katu». — BoT Tenepb
uau. J1oOpo mnoxanoBarbh JOMOM.

— Cnacu6o, nogpyra. YyBCTBYI0, MHE HE MOJTyYUTCSI COXPAHUTh CTPOMHbIE Oeipa.

— MHe Toxe 3T0 He ynanock. Mbl Bce 0OpeyYeHbI.

Hpea ycMexHynach v norenoBayia Katu B mieky.

— Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe, O/IEM KO JHY BMECTE.

[NokunyB KOHAMTEPCKYIO, [pea omyTiia naHuky. Bonbine Henmb3st ObU10 MeUTh. [puiuio
BpeMsl OTIIPABUTHLCSI B MECTO, KOTOPOE OHA HUKOI/IA HE CYMTAIa CBOUM JIOMOM.

JleByIIka MmpumapKoBaia MallMHy Tepej JOMOM OTIa Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTrJja OCEHHee
COJTHIIE CTaJIO KJIOHUThCS K 3aKary. TeMHO-pO30BbIe U Iy pITypHBIE OPBI3TH OKpachiId HeOO Hajl ToNIo-
Boil. OHa 1 3a0bUTa, KaKue MoTpsIcalolIye 3aKaThl B 3Toi yacTu Texaca. Korna mocneqnuii pa3 oHa
BUJIENIa TAKOW SIPKUIA M KPACOYHBIN TOPU30HT? OTKPBITHIE MPOCTPAHCTBA ITOTO IITata ObLIM OyATO
CO3/IaHbI CTIEIMATBHO TSI TAKUX YAUBUTEIBHBIX 3pEJHIL. DTO SIBJICHUE TPUHECIO HEMHOTO TIOKOSI ee
B3BOJIHOBAaHHOMY CEp/IILy.

OpHako oHa 6osbilie He OblTa IPeXHEN TeXacCKOM TeBUOHKOM.

[TocMOTpeB B CTOpOHY BacHMJIBKOBOTO KOTTEIXka, OTIAETaHHOrO OesbIM, OHA YBHjENa OTIa,
CHUZEBIIIETO B Kpecye-Kavyalke Ha repeHel BepaHie. 3aMeTuB ee, OH cliesiall OMbITKY BeTaTh. Ero
JIMIIO TIOKPACHEeJIo, HO He OT OO0JM, KaK OHa MPeroyioKuia, a OT pa3oyapoBaHMs, TaK KaKk OH He
CMOT 3TOTO CIeJIaTh U ILTIOXHYJICS 0OpaTHO Ha cujieHbe. [1pu ciemyomeli MombITKe OH MOATSHYJICS Ha
PyKax U MpHUCIOHUIICS K cTonOy Bepanabl. Ero Bosock cranu emie 6enee, Teno — 6ojiee KOpeHACThIM,
HO OH Bce elrle ObLT KpacuB, U B €r0 3eJIeHBIX I1a3aX IUIscaii UCKOpkU. OH omaxai efl pyKou.

Jlpea momaxasa B OTBET, 3aTauB JIBIXaHUE W HAIOMHUB ceOe, YTO ITO He TOT CAMBIH MbSHUIIA,
KOTOPBIY 1TOCJIe CMEPTU €€ MaTepy PEIuI IyCTUTh CBOIO JKM3HB 1O 0TKOC. OH MBITAJICS OBITH XOPO-
UM OTIIOM, HAyYHJICS TIOJIb30BATHCSI CMAPT(POHOM U 3BOHMII €f KaXIyl0 HellelTio, YTOOBI TIOroBO-
puth. Hu pa3y He ynpekHys ee B TOM, UTO OHA He IpUe3kajia, HU pa3y He TMOMPOCHI Mepeexarh 1
KuUTh ¢ HUM. HO OHa Bce paBHO 4yBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 BUHOBATOM.

Beriing u3 mammnel, Ipea noctana cBoy 6arax. Korma oHa moponuia ke, Be3st 3a coOou
YeMOJIaH, OH IIIUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS, OTUETO CTaJl BHIIJISACTD JIET Ha AECATh MOJIOKE CBOMX IECTUIECATH
TIATH.

— IIpuser, nanoyka, — cka3ajia OHa.

[Nouemy oHa Bapyr Ha3Baia ero Tak? OHa Tak He rOBOpUJIA C TeX TOp, Kak repecrayia ObITh
peOeHKOM.

— IIpuser, neBouka mosi. [JoOpo MoxanoBaTh 10 MOM.

Jpea Bce ke mojarajia, 4To ee HaCTOSIIIUM JOMOM ObUIN «['POMOBBIE XOJIMBI», X POAOBOE
MOMeCThe, KoTopoe 3a0paiu ByHBI ¥ BKJIIOUMIIA B COCTaB CBOEro BianaeHus Paisunr-CripuHre.

— Cnacubo, — ckazana Jlpea, HOTHSBIIMCH MO CTYNEHbKAM M OKA3aBILIHUCh JIMIIOM K JIMILY C
OTIIOM.

OH ObL1 OsiesieH, IBUTAJICS MEJITIEHHO, HO €T IJia3a OJIecTeNId OT BOJTHEHUS1. PackpbiB 00bATHS,
OH CJieJ1aj 1ar K Hel, ¥ TeHb CTpaxa Ha MrHOBEHHUE MPOMeJIbKHYIA Y Hero Ha jmine. OH ucmyrancs,
YTO OHa ero He OOHUMET. B IeTCTBe OHa CHIIBHO HYKJaJIach B €ro 0ObATHSX, ero 3a0ote. Ho mporuioe
octanock no3aay. lllarnyB, oHa KOPOTKO K HEMY MPUKaIach.

— Pan 1e6s1 Bunets, Ipea. Thl Takas KpacuBasi, COBCeM Kak TBOsI Mama. Kak y 1ebs nena?

— Y MeHs Bce XOpoIo. A Kak Thl, rnarna?

— ¥V MeHs# Bce B MOPSAKE.

Ona emy He noBepwiia. OH ynaJ, v, KOIjia OHa CIIpaliyBaia ero 00 3ToM 1o TesnedoHy, cruca
BCE Ha 3acTapeJiblii apTpUT, HO, TIO cioBaM KaTH, KO Bpauy exaTh OTKa3bIBaJICS.
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B npesxHue BpeMeHa OTel] B COCTOSIHUM OTIbsIHEHHSI TEPsUT pAaBHOBECHE U TIaJaJl HECKOJIBKO pa3
B JieHb. Ternepb OH, BEPOSATHO, OOSUICS, UTO OHA HE TIOBEPHUT B €r0 TPE3BOCTh, MPU3HANCS OH, YTO
CBAJIWJICS C JICCTHHUIIBI.

Jlpea oyeHb HaJesIach, YTO OH HE COPBETCS.

— Hawm Hy)XHO MHOrO€ HaBepcTaTh, JEBOUKA MOSI.

— Ia, koneuno. [TorigeM BHYTpb. Sl MPUroTOBIIO HAM YKUH.

I'maza otua 3a6necrenm.

Bce yxe caenano. f mpurotoBmi TBoe MOOMMOE KapKoe B TOpIIodKe M Kaptodenb. 51 naxe
nonpoOoBa ucreub (PMPMEHHOE NeUYeHbe TBOSH MAMBI.

— Trl 910 caenan? — Hukto He menan JoMalllHee IeYeHbe Tak, Kak ee Marh. BosMmoxHo, Kot
ObL1a 1paBa. Bo3aMoXkHO, OTel] AeHCTBUTENBHO MBITAJICS CTaTh JIyulnie. — YTo k, MoiIeM BHYTpb 1 BCe
norpoOyeM. YMuparo ¢ royiofy.

— ¥V MeHs TOXe ypuuT B kuBOTe. HO riiaBHOE — 51 Tak paji, 9TO MOsI MaJIeHbKasl I€BOYKA Bep-
HYJIach JOMOM.

Ei1 6b10 ABaIIaTh IEBATH JIET, OHA YK€ He OblIa MaJICHbKOM eBOUKOM. U eii mpuaercst umeTh
J€JI0 CO CTAPBIMKM BOCTIOMHUHAHUSIMU M OOJIBIO, KOTOPYIO OHH BBI3BIBAJIH.

Cnenytonmm BeuepoM Jlpea B310XxHyna ¢ 00JeryeHreM, BEpPHYBILIICH B CBOM KOTTEIK MOCIe
OYeHb MPOIYKTUBHOTO pabouero aHs B OOMbHUIIE B OTCyTCTBUE MeiicoHa. Llenbiii 1eHb oHa, 3aTauB
IbIXaHKe, JK/1aJa ero MOsIBJIEHH S, HO OH TaK M He TOKa3aJics, U oHa OblIa pajia, YTo He HYXKHO UMETh
¢ HuM Jiesio. OHa 00CyansIa HEKOTOPbIe BaKHBIE aCIIEKTHl cOOpa CPE/ICTB C PYKOBOIUTENISIMU Pa3iny-
HBIX JENapTaMEHTOB M COBEPILIIIA 3BOHKH ISl TIONTBEPKICHUS CIIMCKA TIPEIMETOB MCKYCCTBA IS
MPOJaXH B OArOTBOPUTENBHBIX 1esiX. OCTalbHbIe MEPONPHUATHS HYKHO ObLIO OOCYIUTH C TIpe[-
CTaBUTEJISIMHU ceMeiicTBa ByHOB, 1 y Hee He OCTaJIoch APYTroro BeIOOpa, MPHUIILIIOCh CBSA3AThCs ¢ Meii-
COHOM.

Oma BoI1U1a B CBOIO CIIAJIBHIO, OCTABJIEHHYIO HETPOHYTOH C TEX MOP, KaK OHA JKHJIA 3/1€Ch, YTOObI
CMEHHTb JIEJIOBOM KOCTIOM U TY(pJIM Ha BBICOKOM KaOJyKe Ha JDKUHCHI M (DyTOOJNKY € HaJMHCHIO « 51
mo6mo Heo-Mopk», KOTOpylo OHa TOJydiIa 3a y4yacThe B 3a0ere Ha MATbh KHJIOMeTpoB. ITotoM,
coOpaB BOJIOCHI B XBOCT, YMbUIACh M TIOUMCTIIIA 3yObl. [J1s17151 B 3epkario, [Ipea yauBuiack, 4To CHOBa
CTasla TIOXOKa Ha IIKOJIbHMIYY. HeMHOro Makusika W miagkas Mpuyecka CUIbHO IpeoOpaxaiii ee
BHerHOCTh. Ho BHYTpHM OHa Bce ele Oblla TOM HeyBEepeHHOW B ceOe, HACTOPOKEHHON MaJIeHbKOW
JE€BOYKOIL.

Bce okazanock He Tak yX yKacHO, OTell JeHCTBUTENILHO TMepecTas MHUTh, a OHA U130 BCEX CUJ
crapajach 3a0bITh Tipornuioe. OIHAKO ee IpaMbl ObUTH ITYOOKH U MPOCTHUTH €ro OblIo Hellerko. He
TMIPOIILJIO ¥ JIHS, YTOOBI OHA He TIoIyMaJsia 0 peOeHKe, KOTOPOro motepsiia. To He ObUT peOeHOK Meii-
COHa, HO OHa BUHWJIA €T0 3a TO, YTO OH OTBEPI €€, pa3pyllIuB €€ YBEPEeHHOCTh B ceOe U TOIKHYB B
OOBATHS TIEPBOTO MYKUMHBI, KOTOPBIH MPOSIBIII K HEW MHTEpEC.

CTyK B IBEpb CIIaJIbHU BBIBEJ €€ U3 33 JyMYMBOCTH.

— JIpea, MOXHO TIOTOBOPHTH C TOOOM ?

OTKpBIB ABEPb, OHA YBU/IENA OTLIA, A JAJbIIE 110 KOPUIOPY, B TOCTHHON — YETBEPHIX MYKUMH:
Meiicona u Pucka ByHos, ynpasistiomero panyo [Ixo bakiu u [lysitHa, OTHOTO U3 CiysKalux.

— Ha, mana. Yrto mpoucxoaur?

Oren mokayas rosoBoy, Bblpaxkasl pacKasiHue.

— 41 3a6bu1 006 Urpe B mokep. Mbl 0ObIYHO cOOMpaeMcest 371eCh 10 Beuepam Bo BTOpHHUK. [1pocTy,
Hpea. S Tak oOpagoBaics TBoeMy IMPUE3Ty, YTO COBCEM 3a0bUT 00 3TOM. MHe cKa3arh, YTOOB OHU
yuu?

— Her, nmana. Koneuno Het. { He X0uy, 4TOOBI U3-32 MEHsI HAPYIIIATKMCH TBOM ILJTAHBI.

Wponus 3akmoyanach B TOM, YTO B JETCTBE OHA BCErga YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsi TIOMEXOW B €ro
KU3HU, TaK KaK Mellaia eMy THTh.
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— Onu npunecu nuuuy. Y3 nunnepun «Bunna AHtoHno», mexay npounm. [loyxuHaens ¢
Hamu?

UYro ona mMoria oTBeTUTh? JI5KO el HpaBWJICS, OH BCerJa K Hel XOPOIIo OTHOCHIICS. [lyaiiH ObuT
ee poBecHMKOM. OHM BMecTe XOAWIU B 1IKoiy. Eil He HpaBuiach MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO IPUAETCS CECTh
3a ouH cTon ¢ ByHamu, HO ronon gaBaji o ceOe 3HaTh, M HE MOIJIA K€ OHA BCIO HOYb MPSITATHCS B
CBOEM KOMHare.

— JIymaio, MHE HE CTOMT 3TO JeJIaTh.

OHna BolLIa B TOCTUHYIO BMECTE C OTLIOM, U MYXXUYMHBI CHSJIM LUIsANbl. Bece nmo3popoBauce,
kpome MeiicoHa. [lepka NIy B pyke, OH IOCMOTpPEJT Ha Hee JOJITMM B3[JIsLJOM M KUBHYJI.

— Th Bce elme pa3duBacib cepaua Myxkund B Helo-Hopke, JIpea? — cripocun Puck, 3apasu-
TEJIbHO YBIOHYBILICH.

Puck Obu1 09apoBaTesbHBIM, HO OHA BCErja HEMHOTO OIacasach ero.

— He 3Ha10, HO MHe XOueTcs lyMath, YTO sl pa30MBal0 UX APYTUMH CIIOCOOAMHU.

— Jlepxy mapu, 4TO TaK.

— Pan Te6s Buzets, [Ipea. Tol XOPOIIIO BBINISIUING, — cKa3a [{xo. — JlaBHO HE BUIEIHCH.

— Ja, naBHO, — oTBeTWIIA OHA. — Kak Mapu Jly?

— Bce B nopsaxe.

— Iloxanyiicta, nepefaiite el OT MEHsI IPUBET.

— Byner caenano, — mpou3Hec OH, YJIbIOAsCh.

— Ilpuser, dpea, — ckazan [lysiiH. — BcnomuHai o TeGe Ha BCTpede OJHOKJIACCHUKOB B YECTh
AECSATUJIETHS BBIITyCKa.

— INonumaro. § mpocto He Morya mpuexarb, HO K3t MHe 060 Beex pacckasana. [lo3apasisiio,
s CHTIBIIIANIA, Y TeOsT POIUIICS PeOCHOK.

— Hla, BepHO. MbI ¢ Xu3ep HazBau ero beHaxka MUHOM, B YECTh MOETO OTLA.

OH pgocran tenedoH u nokaszan eu ¢ororpaduio ChiHa.

— OH TaKkoi MUJIBII.

— Mmui Toke Tak gymaem. Criacu6o.

— 3HauwTt, BH ¢ MelicoHOM Oynere BMecTe padoTtarh Haja cOopoM cpencts? — cripocui Puck,
niepeBeJ B3MJIsi Ha Opara v IOIMUTHYJI eMy.

Omna He 3HaJIa, HACKOJIBKO B KypCe ero ceMbsi 00 X B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUSX ¢ MelcOHOM.

— TakoB 1u1aH, — cka3ajn MelcoH, IpUCTalbHO I8 Ha Hee. — [locie cerogHsiHero nokepa
s1 ObI XOTEJI MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOH 00 3TOM.

— OOBIYHO MBI 3aKAHYMBAEM HE CJIMIIKOM TO3HO, — BMEIIACs oTell. — Bespb 3aBTpa y Bcex
padoumii eHb.

— Xoporo.

Hy 4ro x, eif mpuaetcs Bectu cedsi cyxo U no-aeaoBoMy. OHa yxe BHYTPU TOW CUTYallMH, U
y Hee Obl1a padorta.

MeiicoH KMBHYJ, U BCe YCeNUCh 3a oOefeHHbld cton. OHa eBajia MUIy M MIJIa Yaid co
JIb/IOM, BpeMs OT BpeMEHH YK PaIKOH MOTJIsAbIBast Ha Hero. M Kaxplii pa3 ero yrojbHO-4epHbIe I71a3a
yCTPEMJISUIMCh Ha Hee, Kak OyITo oHa OblTa ofHa B KoMHaTe. OH 3aCTaBIIslI ee TperneTaTh OT BOJIHe-
HUS, M €i 3TO COBCEM HE HPABUJIOCh.

Mesxy Hert 1 MelicoHOM Bcera 4To-To ObU10. MoXkeT OBbITh, TOJNBKO C ee CTOPOHBI. B cemHa-
ALATH JIET OHA MPOHMKJIACh YyBCTBAMH K MAPHIO Ha INIECTh JIET CTapIlle ee, U e BIOOIEHHOCTh C BO3-
pacToM ToJIbKO pociia. POBHO /10 TOro MOMEHTa, Kak OH OTBEPT U YHU3UII €e.

[Nocne yxuHa MyX4YMHBI CEJTM UTPaTh B TIOKep, a [lpea 3aHsuiach genamu: yopajia Ha KyxHe,
coOpasia KOpOoOKM M3-TIOfI THIIIBI U YCTAHOBUJIA TaliMep Ha KopeBapke Tak, 4TOOBI Uyepe3 ABa Jyaca
ObLT TOTOB Ko(he. MyKUMHBI TIPUHECITH MTMBA, Ha YeM, Kak y3Hasia [Ipea, Hactosun ee oren. OH He
XOTeJI TIOPTUTh UM Bedep M3-3a CBOMX MpodiieM ¢ ayikoroneM. [lepes HUM CTOsUT BBICOKHMI CTaKaH C
YaeM CO JIbJIOM.
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Tpu roga oH coxpaHsi Tpe3BOCTh. Boxe, oHa Hazesiach, 4To Xyqulee yxe rmo3anu. Ho Bce
PaBHO ee Tep3aJii COMHEHHUs1. BO3MOkKHO, OTell IPOCTO XOTeJ MOKa3aTh e, YTO N3MEHUJICS.

[Noka onu urpaym B KapThl, [lpea momuia B CBOI0 KOMHATy M BKJIOUMJIa HOYTOyK. Ha skpane
TMOSIBMJIACh 3aCTaBKa C BOCXOJOM COJTHIIA Haj [aBaitsimu. DX, Kak Obl OHA XOTesla OKa3aThCsl BHYTPH
aToi KapTuHKU! Ho, yBBI, 9TOr0 HUKOI/A HE CIyduTcs. Bo3MOKHO, Takas 6e3MATeRKHOCTh BOOOIIE
HEJJOCTH)KUMA.

OHa OTKpbUIa JIEKTPOHHYIO TaOJMIly ¢ KaJIeHIapeM W 3aHsuiach padotoil. Eil HykHO ObLIO
CITAaHMPOBATh BCE JI0 MeJIodel, YToOBl cOOp cpeacTB Obul yeremieH. OHa MOTHOCTBIO MOTPy3UsIach B
pacyeThl, Korja CTyK B IBEpb HAPYIIIJI €€ KOHIIEHTPALIMIO, ¥ OHA MOICKOYMJIA.

Cryyan sSIBHO He OTell, 3ByK ObUI OoJiee pe3KMM M HACTOMYMBBIM. M OHa, KakeTcsl, 3HaJia, KTO
taMm. [Tonoist K JBepH M pe3Ko ee pacraxHyB, oHa ObUIA TOTOBA BCTPETUTHCS ¢ MEHCOHOM JIMIIOM
K JIMILY.

Jlpea cpa3y movyBCTBOBAJIA APEBECHBIN 3allax €ro OIeKOJIOHA U 3arisiHy/1a B Oe3I0HHbIE TeM-
Hble T1a3a. OH ynepcst pyKamu B IBEPHOUM KOCSIK, M OHA MOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 B JIOBYIIIKE.

— IIpuser, — cka3zan OH.

Ona oxugaina, 4To oH OyzeT TpedOBaTh, HACTAMBATh, YTOOBI OHH IMPHUCTYIWIU K paboTe, TaBUTh
Ha Hee. Ho oiHO 3TO €J10BO, MPOM3HECEHHOE TUXO, YAUBUIIO €€, U OHa HACTOPOXKUIIACH.

— MeiicomH. ..

— 4l... 51 3Ha10, YTO yXe MO3[JHO, HO HaM, HaBEPHOE, CTOUT MOrOoBOpUTh. Eciiu ThI HE MPOTUB,
KOHEYHO.

Bbis10 errie He M03/IHO, TOJBKO JAEBATH TPUALIATH. B HanpsikeHHbIE IHU el HepeKO MPUXOIUIOCH
pabotatp 10 nonyHourd. Ho B ByH-Cripunrc Bce ObIJIO He Tak, Kak B OosbinoM ropoae. Temm ObLt
Me[JIeHHee, HOUM KOpode, a YTPO HACTYMAJO paHbIIe.

— Bce B nopsaxe.

— IIpekpacHas Houb. [Touemy Obl TeOe HE B3SITh KYPTKY M HE BBITH CO MHOM Ha 3a/IHUIA 1BOP?

Hpea 3amoprana. Eil He XoTenoch ocraBaTbesl HaequHe ¢ MelCOHOM B JIyHHYIO HOYb, HO U
MOKa3bIBaTh CTPAX CBOW OHA HE XkeJaa.

— Xoporno, — otBeTuja oHa. — [1o1ox 1M MUHYT Ky, BCTPETUMCS Ha YJIUILIE.

MeiicoH KMBHYI U BBILLIEI.

Jlpea 3aKpblia ABEpb U MPUCIIOHIIIACH K HEH, CyIas OeleHblid CTYK cepaiia.

BocnomuHaHust BCIIBIXHYJIM B €€ TOJIOBE, HO OHA MpOorHajia ux mpods. Eif Hyx)HO ObUIO pado-
tath. OHa MpeTeH0Baa Ha JOJKHOCTD BUIle-TipesuieHTa «COMOIH3 UHK.». MHOroe 3aBuceso OT
MpOsIBJIEHUsI ee IPO(heCCHOHATIbHBIX HABBIKOB B cCOOpE J€HEkKHBIX CpeACTB. M oHa He Moria mo3Bo-
muTh MeiicoHy ByHy BcTath y Hee Ha IyTH.

Ceryartasi ABepb OTKpbUIACh, U [Ipea BhIILIAa HAPYXKY. MelHCOH BCKOUMJI CO CBOETO MeCTa, Kak
TOJIBKO yBHJE ee. Ha neByiike ObLM HKUHCHI, CUMITATUYIHAS] pO30Basi pyOallka v yepHasi KoxkaHasi
KypTKa. Ee Boiockl ObUTH cOOpaHbl B XBOCT, HECKOJIBKO BOJHHCTBIX TIPS BHIOWIIMCH U3 TIPUYECKH.
OHa BHITIIsEIa MIJIO M TIPUBJIEKATENILHO, COBCEM HE TaK, KaK Ta HalpsDKEHHAsl, 3aCTerHyTas Ha BCe
MYTOBUIIBI KEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO OH BCTPETUJI BUepa B 3ajie 3acCeJaHHi.

MHoro JieT Ha3aj OH ObLT YBJICUEH €10, HO TIOTOM pa3yM B3sUJ1 BEPX, U OH HE PEIIUJICS MTPBITHYTh
B oMyT uyBCcTB. CeMHaauaTuieTHss: AHapea MakIOHAIb CMOTpesIa Ha HEero ¢ TakuM o0oxaHueMm!
Ho ona 6b11a ouepsio [lpio, 3amyTaBieics 1eBOYKOH, Hy X JaBlIeics B T0OBU. MeiicoH ObLT cTapiie
¥ MIPEATOJIOKUTESIBHO MyJIpee, OH Obl TOJIbKO CIIOPTUII ee.

Ternepb OH XOTeJ CKa3aThb, YTO €l HeYero OOsAThCs, OH MepecTal OLyINaTh ceOsl KUBBIM, C TeX
Mop Kak J[Ba rofia Ha3aj yiuia u3 xu3nu Jlapuca. XoTs, MOXeT ObITh, OH MHOTO Ha ceOst Opas. Bos-
MOXHO, OH ee BooO1e OoJblie He nHTepecoBasl. OHa n3MeHwIach. Bripouem, kak u oH. [Iponuioe
Jy4dia€ OCTaBUTb B ITPOLIJIOM.

— IIpunec Tebe kode, — ckazas OH, yKa3blBasi Ha YallIKy, CTOSBIIYIO Ha IUIETEHOM CTOJIMKE.
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Jpea yapIOHYIach, IBHO yIWBJIEHHAS 3TUM KECTOM.

— Cnacu6o.

— 41 He 3Ha0, KaK THI 3TO IHEIIIb.

— IIpocto yepHblii kKode.

MeiicoH npOoTSIHYJI €11 YaIlKy, WX Majblbl CONPUKOCHYJINCH, U OH 3aIJIsIHYJI B €€ KpacuBbIe I71a3a.
Jlpea orycTuiia BeKU ¥ OTBEPHYJIach. [ J1a3a ObUIM CBETIO-3eIeHbIMU, Kak Yy [Ipio, a IyiMHHbBIe O1ecTs-
M€ TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI M OJIMBKOBYIO KOKY OHA yHacJie[joBajia OT Matepy, Mapuu. Bo BHelHocTH [pea
MOPa3UTETLHBIM 00pa30M COYeTaNach UPJIaHACKast U JJAaTHHOAMEPUKAHCKAs KPOBb.

— Iocuauiis co MHOM? — OH yKa3as Ha CKamel Ky, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIEN CaM.

Jlpea HEXOTs celjla Ha Kpaelek.

— 3HauuT, TH BCe ellle oOrmkaenibcst Ha ByHOB? — cripoCcH/T OH BHE3AITHO.

DTOT BONPOC HE JaBaJl eMy MOKOs C TeX MOop, Kak OH YBUJIE] ee BuUepa.

JleByIiKa BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, M Kohe HeMHOro pacriieckaics. K cyactpio, oHa He 00O0KIJIach.
MeiicoH HUKOTAa ObI cebe STOro He MPOCTUI.

— Ha xoro-To Gosnbilie, Ha KOrO-TO MEHBIIE, — CKa3ajia OHa, ee IJ1a3a Cy3WIUCh, U OHA yKe He
Ka3ajaach HAMBHOUM MAaJIBITIIKOU.

— MBpI nbITanuch NoMoub TBOeMy oTity, Jpea. OH OT4asiHHO B 9TOM HYXKJAJICS. ..

— 41 3Ha10 3Ty UCTOPUIO, HE HYKHO €€ MepecKa3biBaTh.

— Moxet ObITh, U HYyX)KHO. MOXeT ObITh, 3TO €JUHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO BBISICHUTH OTHOIICHUS
MeXJy HaMHU.

— To ecTb 51 fOKHA 3a0BITH O TOM, UTO BYHBI OTKa3aJI eMy B CCyJie U OH B pe3y/ibTaTe MOoTepsiI
nom? A eire 3a0bITh, UTO Hallla 3eMJIs OKa3aJ1ach BHIKYTIJIGHHON BaMH, Tiare MPUILIOCh TPOTJIOTUTh
CBOIO TOP/IOCTh M YCTPOUTHCS K BaM Ha padoTy, a s MoTepsijia JOM.

— Bce Obu10 He Tak, dpea.

— 4 Toxe Tak gymato, MeiicoH. Bee Ob110 ropasio Xyxe. 1o ObUIO CTpaliHOe PeAaTeIbCTBO.

— Tgoti orerr. ..

— Yto moit oter;? OH HaYaJI CUIILHO MUTH MOCTIe CMEPTH MaMBl, H.... OH HUKOI/IA YKe He Oyaer
TIPEKHUM.

YV MeiicoHa He XBaTuJjIo IyXy ckasath lpea npapay. Eciu [Ipio Momuan Bce 9T rofipl, TO HE ero
JeJI0 OTKPBIBATh € I71a3a U OOBSACHSTh, YTO BOCHPUSTHE (PAKTOB MAJIEHHKOW AEBOYKOM OBLIO OIIH-
60uHbIM. [Ipio B350 ¢ oTIIa MeficoHa obelanme He pacKpbiBaTh AeTayu caeiku. [Tockonmbky ponutenu
Meiicona MHOTO JIET Ha3a[ MOruoiIM B aBuakaractpode, Terepb OH YyBCTBOBAJ CBOIO OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTbH 32 COOJIOfIeHre JIOrTOBOpeHHocTel. Ecim [Ipio He XoTen HU4ero pacckasbiBaTh JOYEPH, TO U
OH, MeWCoH, TOro AeaTh He OyJer.

— ¥V TBOero otI1a ceityac Bce XOpOIIo, — TOJIBKO U CKa3asl OH.

— Tak mHe roBopst Bce B byH-Cripure.

MeiicoH nokavaji rojloBOu:

— Pa3Be ThI He pajia, UTO OH CTAJ Jydille ceOs] KOHTPOJIMPOBAThH?

— Koneuno, paga. Eciu Ha 10T pa3 Bce no-Hacrosemy. — Ee rosioc noHu3uics Ao menora. —
S1 paHbliie 4acTo pa304apoBbHIBATIACH.

MeiicoH npoBes pyKo# 1o JIUILY.

— 3Haro, Tebe ObLIO Heslerko, [pea.

OHa nokauasia rojioBoi, 1 e JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI IIEJIKOBUCTOM BOJTHOM PACCHITANIMCH MO TIJIeYam.

— Tol HMYero 060 MHe He 3Haelllb, MeNCoH.

OH BcTpeTu1 B3I €€ TPYCTHBIX 3€JIeHbIX Va3, U Y HEero 3alleMuIo Ceplle.

— 41 3Ha10 GoJIbIIIe, YeM ThI JyMaelllb.

— Kak Hacrosimuii ByH, Tl 3asBJisiellb, 4TO 3HAEIllb BCE HA CBETE. ..

OH mprxas Ba najblia K ee ryoam:

— Tue, Ipea.
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OHa nocmoTtpesia emy B I71a3a.

MeiicoH He MOT MOBEPUTb, YTO MPUKOCHYJICS K Hel. [JOTpOHyIICcs 10 ee MITKUX ry0, 3aCMOT-
peJics B 9TH Aep3Kue 11a3a. BriepBbie 3a MHOTO JIeT OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOsl )KMBBIM. DTO OBUIO IThsi-
HslIee OIIyIIEeHNe, U OH X0Tes Oobinero. OH XOTen yepkaTh Ty BHYTPEHHIO UCKpY, KOTOpasi CBU-
JETeJIbCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH 5KUB, OH JIBIIINUT.

Ero nasblpl CKOIb3HYJIH 110 €€ IIeKe, TOTPOHYJIUCH JI0 BOJIOC.

— Meiicon, Thl ¢ yMa comen? — npouenTaia Ipea, HO B3IIsA] €€ I1a3 cKazal eMy, YTO OHa
AyMaeT MHaye.

— Bo3moxHoO.

— Thl TOrO HE caenaeub. ..

— Cpenaro.

OH npukasicst Ty0aMu K ee rydam | OLTYTHJI X CIafoCTh M CreIocTh. Ee ryObl ObUTH CO3/1aHbI
s norenyeB. JlaBHO 3a0bIToe OIIylieHHe 0XBaTWiIO ero. OH MOMHUII ee, IIOMHWJI JIEBYILIKY-TIO/-
POCTKa, HYKJaBIIYIOCS B JIIOOBU, OTKPBIBIIIYIO €MY CBOIO IYIIy Y MPEJIOKUBIIYIO CBOE TEJO.

Emy npuiuiock ee nmporsars.

JIi060¥i MOPSAIOYHBIA MYKYMHA MOCTYNUI OBl TaK.

Ho Anpnpea yxe He pedeHoK. 1 eMy ObLI0 XOPOIIIO ¢ Hel, HACTOJILKO XOPOIIIO, YTO €r0 OXBATHIIO
YyBCTBO BUHBL. Ero ceptie nmpuHaiexano Apyroi u Bceraa OyneT MpruHaaIekaTh.

Ero BHe3arHbIii MOPHIB B3BOJTHOBAJI ero. MelcoH Kak OyATo CHOBaA Tepsist roioBy. Ha nmpotsike-
HUM MHOTHX JIET B €r0 KU3HH He ObLJIO HUYEro BHE3AITHOTO U UMITYJIbCUBHOTO. TeM Oosiee 4To psaom
¢ HuM Jlpea, KOTOpyI0 eMy HUKOT/Ia U HU TPH KaKUX OOCTOSATENbCTBAX HEJb3s1 ObUIO 1EJI0BATh.
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I'maBa 2

I'y6sr [Ipea 3agpoxanu, koraa Meficon noresioBai ee. OHa He MOIJIa TIOBEPUTh B PEAIbHOCTb
MIPOUCXOJIAIIETO U HE XOTeNa ero, MycTh Jaxke ero ryobl ObUIM TaKMMU TBEPABIMU U BOCXUTUTEIb-
HBbIMHU, TAXHYIIMMU KO(E 1 CBEKECThIO HOUHOTO BO3yXa.

On oOxBaTun ee 3a reun, Tpedys Oonee cTpactHoro mouenys. Ee mynbc ydactuics, Teno
0010 KapoM M MeXIy Helo U MeHCOHOM YTO-TO TPOUCXOIHUIIO, YTO-TO peasibHOe, UyBCTBEHHOE,
MOYTH BBIXOJMBILIEE U3-1I07 ee KoHTposis. Her, oHa He nomkHa. B mponuiom u3-3a HEro oHa coBep-
mana 6e3ymMHble, UMITYJIbCUBHBIE TIOCTYNKU. Ee cTpacTh K HeMy MOYTH yracja, OHa paspyliuia ee
KU3Hb, U ITOTO 3a0bITh ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Kpemnko 3a:kMypHUBIINCh, OHA TOJIOKUIA PYKY €My Ha
Ipy/b ¥ OTTOJKHYJA U30 BCEX CHUIIL.

MeNCcoH OTKJIOHWJICS Ha3ajl, B3IPOTHYB:

— Yepr, Hpea.

— MeiicoH, g He 3Hal0, O YeM Thl AyMaellb. . .

— O ToM *ke, 0 yem u Tol. O nouenye.

— 41 He xouy 3TO0T0.

Ona HamepeBaJiach JaTh €My MOMIEYHHY, HO. .. 9TO ObUIO OBl Yepecuyp ApaMaTHU4IHO.

— 4 Toxxe He xoTen TeOs1 1eoBaTh. XOPOIIOo, XOTell, HO TOJIbKO B TAHHBIA MOMEHT.

— 4 nymana, Tl CKOpOSIIUII BOOBEL.

Hpea noaHecna pyky Ko pTy, HO... o3aHo. OHa He MorJia B35ITh CBOM CJIOBa OOPATHO.

Mer¥icoH ycTaBHJICS Ha Hee, ero 1Jia3a MoTepsuu OJiecK.

— Tak u ecTb, — OTBETHJI OH CITOKOMHO.

Torna 3ayem 1ienoBath ee? OHa 3aMoiT4aia, B 3aMelIaTelIbCTBE, MBITAasICh Pa300paThCst B 3TOM.

— DT0 OBUIO. .. HEOXKUJAHHO.

— ITonumaro. [ MeHs TOXe.

JleByIIKa CKpecTusa pyKy Ha Ipyau, ee TyObl PUITYXJIM OT MOLIEys.

— Tbl HEe umesn npaBa.

— 9TO0 A TOXE 3HAI0.

— 3ayeM ThHI 3TO czenan? — crnpocuia [pea, 3arisiHyB eMy B IJla3a, ¥ yBUje/la B HUX Oypio
SMOLU.

—4...9-9-3... YectHO?

— Pazymeercs.

Me¥icoH TTpoBesT PyKOH I10 JIWITY, TIOTIa VI ITOAOOPOIOK.

— 41 uto-TO MOYyBCcTBOBAJ. UTO-TO %MBOE Yy ceOs1 BHYTpH. Kak OynTo 3T0 BO3HUKJIO, KOT/A S
MIPUKOCHYJICS K TeOe, U 51 XOTeN POAOJIKaTh YyBCTBOBATh 9TO, XOTsI OBl HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

-0Ox...

Jpea nonsina. Kaxkercs, oH ObUT cuaciuB B Opake, OHM kaaiu pedeHka. M Bapyr Bce 310
ucuesno. OHa ToXe WCMBIThIBATA MOJOOHOrO pojia MOTepI0 U OT OTYasiHUs Opocuiiach B OOBATHSA
TMIEPBOT'O MOMABIIIEr0CsI MYKYMHBI, Korjia MeiicoH ee oTBepr, 1 3a0epemeHena. Cirydricsi BBIKUIBIII,
OHa roTepsiyia peOeHKa 1 yiuia oT bpaga YuibsiMcoHa, MyK4YKMHBI, KOTOPbIH 00 ee. ToT rox Obut
CaMBIM TSDKEJIBIM B €€ KU3HU.

A Temnepb OKa3aJi0Ch, YTO UMEHHO OHA SIBUJIACh TPUYMHON TOTO, YTO0 MENCOH YTO-TO MOYyB-
crBoBaJl. Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— Iouemy... 9?

Me¥icCoH KpUBO YJIBIOHYJICS U TIOKaYyaJl TOJIOBOM:

— IloHATH4 He UMelo.

— Hy 4TO ), 4eCTHBIN OTBET.

— [louemy THI OTBETHIIA HA MOLETYA?
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Omna He mogmactcs coOa3Hy, He CKaXeT eMy, Kak MHOTO OH KOTIJIa-To 3Haumi i Hee. Kak
ObLIO OONBHO el, ceMHaAlaTuIeTHe. M Kak OHa 3JIMTCS Ha Hero ceivac, MOTOMY YTO OH 3aCTaBHII
ee TOXe YTO-TO TMIOUYBCTBOBATb.

— Thl XOpOWIO LIETYEIIbCS.

— W 310 BCe?

— KoneuHo, 310 Bce. fI JTaBHO HUM C KEM HE BCTpeyasachk. ..

— JlagHo, st oHsUT. — OH BBIIOXHYJT 1 3aITyCTHJT AJTBLIBI B BOJIOCHI, BBITJIS/IS TIPU 9TOM paccTpo-
€HHBIM U HeMHOTO cepauThiM. — Crymiai, nqaBaii 3a0yjieM 00 3TOM.

— HoroBopunuck. Yto nanblie?

— A nasbliie Mbl CIeJIaeM TO, Pajiv 4ero coOnpatuch Berpetuthes. [ToroBopum o cOope cpecTs.

— JlagHo, y Hac HeT BLIOOPA.

Meiicon naxmypuiics, 1 [lpea onrytuia jierkoe Topxkectso. [1o kpaiiHeit mepe, OH He TOIbITa-
eTCsl ee CHOBA MOIIEJIOBaTh. DTO ObLIO ObI OOJBIION OIIMOKOM C €ro CTOPOHBI, U e111e OONbINeH OMmo-
Koil i Hee. [Toka OH AEpXKUT CBOM PYKH MOAAJIbIIE OT Hee, ¢ Hell Bce Oyzer B nopsiake. [my6oko
BIOXHYB, OHA TOIBITAIACH YCTIOKOUTH OEIeHO KOJOTUBILIEECs Cepile.

— Urak, ¢ yero HauyHeM? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— C toro, 4To s pacckaxy TeOe O CBOUX UjIesX, a Thl IPU3HACIIH X TeHUATBHBIMHU.

Yepes noryaca Meticon norpornasics ¢ Jlpea, kotopas yluia B CBOI0 KOMHATY, W HaPaBUJICS
Ha KyXHIO.

— Cpenartpb Tebe eme kode? — cripocu [pro, BEIXOIS U3 TOCTUHOM.

— Jla, ecii MOxkHO. MBI Bac He IMOOECTIOKOMIN ?

— Her, s He HacTOnMBbKO ycTas, 4ToObl cnarth. BoT, penmi BIMUTH KOe W MOCUAETh 31eCh
HemHoro. [Ipucoenunsiics.

MeiicoH 3HaJl, Kak CTapHK JIOOUT KOoe, TOITOMY HATMJI eMY YallKy, TIOJIOKHUII Ty/1a Ba KycKa
caxapa u npotsHyin [pro. ToT 61 cllagKoexkKOoM, HO JIydile caxap, YeM aJIkOroflb.

— Ha camom pienie s xotesn Obl IOTOBOPUTH C BaMH, — MpousHec MeiicoH. — Ecim BbI TOTOBBI
K 9TOMY.

— Bpiarpeiil B okep Bcerga MeHs BooayluesisieT. Bol ¢ Ipea mpoBenn HEKOTOpPOe BpeMst
HaeauHe. Mex 1y BaMH BCe XOpoIIo? — CIIPOCHII OH.

Meiicon norienoBan Ipea. OH He ObUT yBepeH, uTo 3a0y[eT 3Ty UCKpY, KOTopasi 3aXIach y
Hero BHyTpH. Tak 4To HET, HUUero Xopoio He Obut0. [Ipea oH He HpaBMIICS, @ OH YyBCTBOBAJ ceOs
BUHOBATBIM, CJIOBHO M3MEHWJI JKeHe. DTa IpbI3yIasi 00/Ib He YXOIUIa, 1 OH COMHEBAJICS, YTO CMOXKET
CETO/IHSI BBICTIATHCSI.

— a, Bce ommmuHO. OHa OYeHb YMHasl U OTJIMYHO CHPABJISIETCS CO COOPOM CPE/ICTB.

— 3HauyuT, MUcc MakIOHAb] TTOJEUIIACh C BAMU CBOUMU UAESMU ?

— Ha, pazymeercs. Y [Ipea ommunble ugen. OHa 3HaeT, Kak HY)KHO padoTaTh.

OHH M1aHUPOBAJIM HAYaTh C TISATHUYHOTO ayKIIMOHA, HA KOTOPOM OYIyT MPOJaBaThCst padOThI
XyIO)KHUKOB, MECTHBIX M HE TOJIbKO. B cyOO0O0TY HEM peltieHO ObLJIo TPOBECTU CeMENHbIN (heCTHBAIH
1o cOOpy CpeACTB, C UT'paMH, KaTaHWEM Ha IOHM, aTTPAKIIMOHAMU M JioTepeel i nereid. Beuep
9TOro AHs ObUT OTBE/IEH /1715 TAHIIEB, U Jlpea yke Besa neperoBophl ¢ KAaHTPU-Tpynoi «bimo», HoMu-
HUPOBaHHOM Ha «I pamMmu». OHa cobupasach MpHUBJEYb TATAHTIMBOTO IU3aiiHEpa K CO3aHMIO caiTa
Y OpraHr30BaJIa MpUIJIAlIeHre TOOPOBOJBIEB Il yYacTHsl B MEPOIIPUSITUH.

Meticon OyneT oTBevaTh 3a JIOTHCTUKY U KOHTPOJIMPOBATh OOIIMI X0 padot, moka pea u ee
KOMaH[1a OyayT padoTaTh Haj AETAISMHU.

VX TpuAIaTUMUHYTHBIN Pa3roBOp MOCJIE TMOLIETYs CyMeJ 3aBJaieTh €r0 BHUMaHHUEM, U OH CTa-
pasicst He oOpalaTh BHUMaHUsI Ha €e KPacHBbIe 3eJIeHbIe 71a3a M HEsKHOE TeJIO.

— S1 ropxxych €10, HO MHe OBl XOTEJIOCh, YTOObI OHA HEMHOTO OT/BIXAJIA.

— ¥V Hac oueHb MaJIo BpeMeHH, YTOOBI Bce OpraHU30BaTh, Jlpio.
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— 51 umelo B BH1Y, s 3HAIO, YTO TOTO HE 3aCIy)KUBAIO, U, BUAUT OOT, s TPOBEy OCTATOK CBOMX
IHEH, MbITasiCh HABEPCTaTh YIyIEHHOE. 5] ObLI e MJIOXUM OTIIOM, KOT/Ia OHA TaK HYK/aJ1ach BO MHE.

— Omna Bce noiimer. [Toromy uTo JIOOUT Bac, Jlpro.

— Ila, HO efl He Bcer/ia HpaBsITCSl MOM MOCTYTIKH.

MeiicoH notep moagdopoaoK.

— Tera Jlortu BepHynach 1oMoil. OHa npuexasa BUepa BeUepoM U3 MyTelecTBusi B AQppuky,
oueHb XoTesa yBuaeTh [pea. Tak 4to oxugaiite ee ¢ BUSUTOM.

— Jlortu? Kakoro uepra oHa aenayia B Appuke CTOJIbKO MecsieB?

Meticon yemexnyicsi. OH roo3peBait, uto [lpio JiioOu1 ee Koraa-To, HO OHU ObLIH COBEPIIEHHO
HECOBMECTUMBI, Kak HedTh ¥ Boaa. M y HUX ObUIo cBoe mporwioe: JIOTTu U mokoiHas xeHa [pio,
Mapus, nonroe Bpems IpyKUJIH.

— INoustus He umero. Cpocute ee, Korja oHa 3aijier.

Jlpio OTBEpHYJICS ¥ TPOBOPYAJI, YTO OHA HE OUYEHb-TO U XOTEJIa €r0 BUIETh.

—Yro?

— Huyero.

— Tersa Jlorti cobupaercs crnenars [Ipea ciopripus, Tak YTO HUYETO el He TOBOPHTE, JIaTHO?

— $1 Huuero He ckaxy. Moil poT Ha 3aMKe.

— INama, Te1 rOBOpUIIIL caM ¢ coO0i? — cripocuia pea, 3aiijist Ha KyXHI0, HO, 3aMeTHB MelicoHa,
PE3Ko ocTaHoBMIIack. — Thl Bee ele 3/1ech?

O monmua kuBHYJI. [Ipea Obuta B pO30BOM MUKaMe, IITaHaX U 00JIeraloleM Tore, OUYTH HUYero
He CKpbIBaBIeM. Bo pTy ero BHe3ammHo nepecoxJyio, Ho MeicoH coxpaHuil caMoo0OsagaHue, XOTs SMO-
IIUM OZI0JIEBAJIU €TO.

— 51 kak pa3 coOMpaJICsl yXOIUTb.

Ona crnoxuia pyku Ha Tpyad. Ecim oHa tymasia, 4To 9TO 3allUTHAS 11034, TO CHIIbHO OLITHOMACh.
TkaHb TOJNBKO TUIOTHEE HATSHY/IACh HA €€ TPYAH.

MeiicoH pa3BepHYyJICs U IOCTaBUJI KO(PEHYI0 KPYKKY B pakoBuHy. OH He MOT OOJIbIIIe CMOT-
peTh Ha Hee HU CEKYH/Ibl, MHAUE U €M, U €€ OTILy CTaHeT OUEBHIHO, KaK CHJIbHO OHA €ro MPHBJIEKAeT.

OH He BepwJ1 CBOMM olyIieHusiM. JIpea pa3Oyauiia BIaBIIero B 3UMHION CIISTYKY MeIBe[s, 1
OH MpocHyJcsl. Tak 4To Hy:KHO ObLIO OBICTPO YOMpaThes oTciona. OH HANpaBUIICS K IBEPH, CTapasich
OCTaBaThCs CIMHOM K MakJI0HaIb/1aM.

— Cnacu6o 3a urpy, [po. CriokoiiHoi HouH, [dpea.

3aTeM OH BBIIIEN U3 KOTTEIKA, HE IJIs/1s1 HA HUX.

Ha cnenytommii nens pea oobexana Bech OKPYT, IOCTOSIHHO OCTAHABJIMBASICh U CBEPSISCH CO
CIIMCKOM [IeJ1 B CBOeM cMapT(goHe. BhiIo cTpaIiHo Jaxke MpeiCTaBUTh, BAPYT YTO-TO CIIyYHUTCS C ee
TesIe(pOHOM MJIM TUIAHIIIETOM — U BCS €€ KU3Hb OKakeTcs cTepToil. [IpunapkoBaB MalHy Ha MOAb-
€3/IHOM JIOpPOXKKE OTIIOBCKOTO KOTTEKa, OHA 3aKpblIa IJ1a3a U Mpo cedsi MOBTOPHUJIA CaMble BaKHbBIE
MYHKTBHI.

CBs13aThCsl C MOCTABIIUKAMU.

O0o01TH MECTHBIE XyI0KECTBECHHBIE TaJIepey.

[NepenpoBeputs ¢ Katn, kKakum 00pazom OyayT yKpaIaTbesi KeKChl TSl JETEH.

[onpocuts rpymnmy «bio» qath 61aroTBOPUTENTBHBIN KOHLIEPT.

Ilepecrath gymats 0 MeficoHe.

UYepr. Yem OoJibilie OHA cTapasiach, TeM TPyIHEe 3TO ObUIO OcyIecTBUTh. OHA He MOTJIa BBIOPO-
CUTbh U3 TOJIOBHI €T0 MAJbIIbl, KOTOPBIE MATKO KOCHYJIMCh €€, MTHOBEHHO BBI3BaB JKap IO BCEMY Tely,
PEIIMMOCTD B €ro I71a3ax, KOrjaa OH HeXKHO KOCHYJIcA ee Ty0. OH 3aTpOHYJT UTO-TO B HEH, M OHA OTBe-
THJIa HA TIOLEITYH.

MeiicoH cka3aj, 4yTO C Hell MOYyBCTBOBA ceOsl KUBBHIM. A OHa He cojraja, OyaTo 3T0 ObLI
Jy41UMi ouesyy 3a Josiroe Bpems. Bee kak-To cpasy 3amyTtaiocs. OHa HeHaBuiena MelicoHa 3a 1o,
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YTO OH YHU3WIJI ee, OTBepr 1 pa3ou eii cepaie. [lotepsiB yBepeHHOCTH B cebe, OHa OTaasa MepBoMy
TOMABILIEMYCS] MYKUMHE CBOE TEJIO, HO HE CEep/LIE.

CTyK Mo CTeKJy BBIBEN ee M3 3aJyMunMBOCTA. OTKpPHIB IJ1a3a, OHA YBHENA YIbIOABIIYIOCS eil
KEHIIMHY.

— Ipea, munasi. I He MoryIa )KIaTh HA CEKyHbI, YTOOBI YBUIETh TeOs. Hanelock, He uctyrana?

— Jlorti?

— Jla, 51 BepHYJIaCh ¥ YMHPAIO OT KeJIaHUsI TIOTOBOPHUTH C TOOOH.

— Ax, JlorTH, Kak xe s pajga 1edst BUIeTh!

Mawma [Ipea u JIoTTi ObLIH JTyYIITUMU TOAPYTaMHU, TIOCIe CMEPTH Mapuu JKeHITIMHA CTaJia yie-
7Th Jlpea MHOrO BHUMaHUS U JTIOOBH.

B cBou miectbaecar Jsiet Jlortu He BhiDIsAeNa yBsaned. OHa ciieiniia 3a CBOe BHEITHOCTHIO,
HOCHJIa MOJIHYIO OfIEXK[1y, OCTaBaJIaCh TAKOM K€ CTPOMHOW M Kpacujia CBOM Ce/ible BOJIOCHI B CBETIIO-
MEJIOBbI OTTEHOK.

— IIpekpacHo BbIIsAAMIIb. Tl HUKOTJA HE [TOCTA PEEIb.

— Bo3spacr — 310 Bcero b 1pgpa, Munasi. — JIOTTH CHOBa y/IBIOHYJIACh, OKUHYB €€ B3IJIs-
noM. — Thwl camast Kpacusasi, pea. Tol yxxe B3pocias. $1 3Hai0, 4To rOBOPIO 9TO KaX/BIA pa3, Koraa
BUKY TeOs1, HO 9T0 npaBia. C KaxIbIM JHEM Thl Bce OOJbIe U OOJIbIIIe TIOX0Ka Ha CBOIO MaMy.

— Coury 3TO 32 KOMIUIIMEHT.

— Boxe, Mbl He BUIEHCH LEJbIX JBa rofa!

— JTa, 1Ba rofa Ha3a/ TH IpHE3KaIa HaBeCcTUTh MeHs B Hplo-Vopke.

— MBI OTJIMYHO MTPOBETN BpeMsi, XOAWJIM Ha 110y, TI0 Mara3uHam.

— Jl511 MEeHsI OYeHb Ba’KHO, YTOOBI MBI OCTaBAJIMCh HA CBSI3U.

OHM YacTO CO3BAHUBAJIMCH U TIOCHLIAJN APYT IPYTy COOOIIECHMSI.

— 3M, yero pacurymenucs? — ckasan JIpio, MeUJIeHHO BbIIIEIIINI U3 IOMa.

JloTTn 3akaTuiia 1a3a u nporenTana:

— TBoit otery Bce GoJblle MpeBpalaeTcs B CTaporo BOpUYyHa.

— 4 cnpiry Te6s1, Jlortr, — Haxmypuics dpio.

— Mens st0 He BomHyert, [Ipio. PaHo te6e rotoButhest kK Moruie. COpoch HECKOMBKO JIMIITHUX
KUJIOTPaMMOB — U TTOYYBCTBYelllb ce0s1 OOHOBJIEHHBIM.

— Hy, Tenepsb TbI 1 OKTOpOM 3aaenanack. Tl 3TOMY B AdpriKe HayumIach?

JlorT ycmexHyace:

— 41 Ha camom fiesie MHOTOE y3Hasia TaM. [lo3HakoMuIach ¢ BpauoM-roMeOnaToM.

— Ax Bot kak! OH BbUICUMIT TBOU OOJIC3HU?

— Ecnu 661 oHM Y MeHs1 ObuTH, — THXO cKazania JIoTTy, — 51 yBepeHa, [IKoHaTaH BbUIEUMIT OBl UX.

Ha cexynny smunio dpio moonenHeso.

— JlagHo, 1eBOYKH, BXOAHTE B OM U OOJITAMTE CKOIBKO XOTHTE.

My>xurHa npuaepkain BxoaHyio asepsb 1ist Jlortu u pea. JIoTtu npuHecna ¢ coOoil mpuro-
TOBJICHHBIH €10 Y’KMH — Ka/IXKyHCKOTO IBITICHKA U TIACTY C KpeBETKaMHU, ee (prupMeHHOe OJTI0/I0 U OHO
13 moOouMbix Omox Ipea.

Jpio cuaen u ciaymain, Kak ero 1o4b u JIortu Gonrami 000 BceM Ha cBeTe — 0 OpoIBEHCKUX
nbecax, ofexkae, My3blke. Beskuii pa3, Korja Mprxouia 3Ta KEHIIUHA, OH HAYMHAJ YyBCTBOBATh
ceOs crapbiM. Ee sxu3Hemooue 1 KU3HEPaI0CTHOCTD BHITISIENIN Y€PTOBCKY MpHBJeKaTebHO. [Topoi
OHa Y’KacHO ero pazJpaxaia, Ho OHa Tak:ke ObUIa ero Ipyrom Ha Bclo ku3Hb. OHa Beerna 6e3 oOnHs-
KOB BbICKa3bIBaJla cBOe MHEHMe. Koryia oHa yxonuia, oH cKkyvas 1o Heid. OH ycras, ero KOCTH HbLJIH,
HO, ciyiiasi O0NTOBHIO 1oyepu U JIOTTH, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI yMUPOTBOPEHHE.

— Iamna, JloTtu roBopuia Tede, uTo e3auia Ha cacdapu?

— Ene Ob1.

— 3T0 3/10pOBO, TNpaBjaa?

— Hy... HaBepHoe.
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— 310 OBUIO TPaHAMO3HOE MPHKIIIOYEHUE, — cKasaia JIOTTH, U ee MATKHE Kapue Iia3a 3adie-
crenu. — 5l Hacnaxjauach KaxJ0i MUHYTOM.

— Ho teneps-To THI JOMa, fa? — cripocuiia dpea.

— Ha, cnaBa 6ory. $1 noma yxe maBHo. Texac y MeHsI B KpoBH. §l cKydyasia 1o HEMy ¥ MOUM
IJIEMSIHHUKAM.

Ooneryenue, KOTopoe ModyBcTBOBa Jlpio, 3acTaBuiio ero 3axymarbesi. [louemy oH ObLT Tak
OTKPOBEHHO CUACTJIMB, KOrJja OHa npuxoauia B ero gqom? Beskuil pas, korga JloTtu okasbiBasiach
PAI0M, €ro NMepenoNHsIIi CMEIIaHHbIE SMOLMH.

— U 51 ocobeHHO paaa, 4To BEpHY/Iach BOBpeMsl, YTOOB! YBUIETh Tes1, — ckazasia JIoTTH, B3sB
pyky [dpea. Ona Obiia 1y1s ero gouepu OoJbIlle MaTepblo, YeM OH OTIOM. — Kak Hagonaro Thl 31ech,
musas?

— Ha HeckonbKo Heqielb, Toka uaeT cOop 0aroTBOPUTENIBHBIX JIeHET IS OOJTBHUIIBL.

— MeiicoH pacckaszan MHe 00 3ToM. Bl 1Boe paboTaere BMecTe, IOTOMY 51 HE COMHEBAIOCh
B yCIIEXE.

— Jlymaio, y>KMH TIOYTH IOTOB, — 00bsIBUI []pIo.

— boe, Kak BKycHO naxHeT! — BockJIMKHyna [pea.

— ITO KaJAKyHCKUN yKUH JIOTTH.

— TBoit moOuMBIi, mamna. — [lpea MUpoKo yILIOHYIACh eMy, ee Iia3a 3a0IecTeu.

— Hackonbko 51 TOMHIO, 3TO U TBOSI JIoOMMast efa. Bumur Oor, oHa HUKOI/IA He TpUHecTa Obl
HUYEro BKYCHOTO, eCJi Obl 371eCh ObLT TOJBKO 1.

JIoTTH KMBHyJa B €r0 CTOPOHY:

— Jpro MakjoHasib, mouemMy Thl BCeryia BceM HeJloBOjIeH?

— ThbI xouemnb cKkazaTh, YTO MPUTOTOBMIIA TOT OCOOBIH 00er 1Is1 MeHs?

JlorTn 3akatuia masa. OHa 4acTo Tak Jejiajia, ¥ OH HaXOIWJI 3TO Pa3ipakaloliuM, HO MUJIbIM.

— 41 roBopIO, YTO ec/ii HaM BCEM HPABHUTCS STO OJTI0/I0, TaK TIOYeMy Obl He MOMpoOOBaTh.

— 3Byt 3aMaHuMBO. S mporycTuia oded u ymupario ¢ rojoay. — JIpea Bcrasia u Opocuiia Ha
HUX 000MX OBICTPBINA B3IJISII.

— 4 HakpbUI Ha cTOIN, — 3asBUI Jlplo.

Hy nagno, Jlottu Toxe nomorana. OHa npuexaia 3a HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT JIO TOro, Kak [lpea
BEpHYJIaCh JIOMOM, U OHHU OBICTPO BCE CAENAIM. Y HEro 3aMepio Cepille, KOrjaa OH YBUAEN MOAPYTY
JKEHBI, ¥ C TeX MOP OH ObLT HEMHOTO B3BOJIHOBAH.

Korma JloTTu mpornuia MUMO Hero, pyka o0 pyKy C ero J04epbio, OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ CJIAIKHI,
(bpyKTOBBII apoMaT, HATIOMHUBIIMI €My O CBEKECOOPAHHOM KIIyOHUKE.

OceHnHee COJTHIIE MTOKA3aJI0Ch HAJl TOPU30HTOM, 03apsisi 3eMIII0 CBETOM M japs eit Teruio. pea,
MpYCeB Ha KOPTOUKH, pyKaMH B TiepuaTkax BbliepruBaia copHsku. OHa nmooberana cede, 4To npu-
BEJIET B MOPS/IOK ABOP Niepe] JoMoM. Tak Kak ee paboTa HAauMHAIACh TOJIKO B OIMHHAALIATh, CETOIHS
ObLTa OTIMYHAS] BOBMOKHOCTb Ha4YaTh OJIaroyCTpONCTBO.

— Tbl MeHs1 He ofoneenb, — MOTSHY/IA OHa W30 BCEX CHJI HEMOMIAIOIMICS COpHSK. — $1 Bce
paBHO Tebs1 yCTPaHIO.

CopHsik oaascs, ¥ MHepIws oTopocuiia ee Hazal. OHa mpu3eMITWIach B Ky4y YBSIIIMX METY-
HUM.

- Oii.

— IToxoxe, COpHSIK He €IUHCTBEHHBIN, KOTO OOJIEIH.

ITocmoTpeB BBepx, oHa yBujena MeiicoHa ¢ YXMBUIKON Ha JIUIIE.

— Otkypa Thl B3sICA?

OH TIpOTSHYJT PyKY, YTOOBI TIOMOYb el TIOAHSTHCSA. J[pea mMpourHOpupoBaia ero U, yrepiivch
pPyKaMu B 3eMJTIO, BCTaJla M OTPSIXHYNA TPsA3b C JKMHCOB. [ToueMy TOT MyKUMHa BCerja BUAUT ee
B HEJIOBKUX CHUTYaIUsIX ?
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— $1 0ObIUHO Geraio 1o yTpam.

OH ObUI B UEpHBIX CIIOPTUBHBIX IITaHAX 1 OeJIoN (DyTOOJKE, OTK PhIBABILIEH MYCKYJIMCTHIE PYKH.
OH OTJIMYHO BHIMJISAZIEN, OT HETO AyX 3axBaThiBasIO. [IbIIyIuii 310pOBbEM U )KU3HEHHOW CHIION CeK-
CYaJIbHBI MYK4YMHA.

Ila, MeticoH Bce ertie ObLT KpacuB, HO TOT TOLIENTYH. .. OH e HI4Jero He 3Haum1. OHa 1erisiiach
3a 3Ty MBICJIb, [IOTOMY YTO y Hee He ObUIO APYro ajibTepHaTUBbI, OHA HE XOTesa OOJIbIIe CTPaaaTh.

— 4 3anoMHIO, — CKa3aJia OHA.

Omna nocrapaetcst U30eraTb ero B 3TH YTPEHHHE YaCHhI.

— TsI paHo BcTau1A.

— 3aHMMAIOCh CaZOBOJICTBOM, KakK BUauIIb. OTell COBCeM 3a0pOCHII IBOP, XOUy NIPUBECTH BCE
B TIOPSI/IOK.

— YBepeH, Thl JOCTUTHEIIb cBoei 1ie. Cyxy 10 TOMY, Kak Thl paboTaelib HaJ cOOpOM CPEJICTB.

On 6wt TipaB. [lpea Obula HesneycTpemiieHHOW. Eif Bcerma He XBarajio ofoOpeHus B KU3HHU,
OHa BBIHYXkJEHa OblIa BCErO JOCTUraTh OOJIBIIMM TPYIOM U MPU STOM HYyXJajlach He B ClaBe, HO B
OIIYIIEHNH COOCTBEHHOMN HYKHOCTH M TIPU3HAHUM.

— Cnacubo.

OH npoBes pyKoii 10 BOJIOCAM U CEPhE3HO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee:

— Cnymiaii, y Hac HeOoJbIas mpodyiema ¢ rpymnmoi «bmo». § pasroBapuBal ¢ MX areHTOM
BYEpa BEUYEPOM, U HE MOXOXKE, YTO OHU MOPAAYIOT HAC CBOUM TPHUCYTCTBHEM.

— Yto? Kak Takoe MoxeT ObITh? B IpoIuibIii pa3, Koraa Mbl pa3roBapruBaiv, OHA 3aMHTEPECO-
BaJIUCb.

— Ha, npumepHo Tak u ectb. Thl roBopuia ¢ [llonom Mandpenom, comucToMm, U OUYEBUIHO,
NapeHb COYYBCTBYET HAIleMy Jiesy. Y ero Marepu ObLI CepIeUHbIi MPUCTYII, U OH X04eT nmoMoyb. Ho
areHT He COIJIAIaeTcsl, OKa ero TpeOOBaHUsI He OyAyT BBHITIOTHEHBI.

— Kakue xe y Hero tpeboBanus?

— OH He ckazas. Xo4eT 00CyIuTh.

— OtmuHO. Mory 310 B35Th Ha ce0s1. Kora oH yCTbIIuT, Kakoe 3TO Xopoliee JIeo. ..

— Jleno B TOM, 4TO B 3TU BBIXOAHBIE Y HUX KOHLEPT B «l oumByn boyn» B Jloc-Anmxkenece, a
MX MEHE/IKEp COIJIaceH TOJIBKO Ha OYHYIO BCTpedy. YecTHO roBOpsi, Mbl HE MOKEM MO3BOJIMTH cede
TPATUTh Ha TO MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Mn1?

— Jla, MBI

— 4 cnpaemock cama, MeiicoH.

— MB&i 06a cMoxeM yoenuTh ero Jiyuiiie. Bocrosnb3yemcst Mmoum camosieTom. K Tomy ke 3a01HO
s TIOCMOTPIO 3€MeJTbHBINA YYaCTOK, Ha KOTOPBIA JaBHO TOJIOKHII TJ1as3.

— B Jloc-Angxenece?

— Jla, Ha moGepexbe.

— He 3nHana, 4To THI TIOOUTEITH TUISIKEH, — OTBETUJIA OHA CIIOKOMHO, HO Cep/ILie e 3aKOIOTHUIIOCh
Kak OerrieHoe.

Eit npunercs npoBoAXTb C HUIM MHOTO BpeMeHH Hae/luHe. XOTb 3TO ¥ OM3HeC-TI0e3/1Ka, HO BCe
xe. ..

— Ha camom nene HeT, HO, MOXKeET ObITh, PUIIUIO BpeMsi MHE HEMHOTO pacmupuThbes. Jlapuca
BCeraa Jmo Owia kK. YTBepkaaia, 4To 3T0 YCIOKauBaeT ee, TaeT YMUPOTBOPEHHE.

— Tebs ToXE ycriokauBaeT?

OH noxarn rieyamu:

— Jla, HaBepHOe. 3HauWT, ToroBopwinch? Enem B cy000TYy yTpOMm.

— Xopoto. A B cy000Ty BeuepoM yxke BEpHEMCS, BEpHO?

MeiicoH PUKUHYJI, YTO UM IIPECTOSIIO BHIOIHUTS 3a JeHb. [Tonet B Jloc-AHakenec 3aHuman
Tpu yaca. VIToro mectb 4acoB IoJjieTa 3a JIeHb.
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— Ecnm arent noeejieT ce0s1 Kak HOpMaJIbHBIH YeJIOBEK, MbI Bce ycrieeM. — Ero riasa 6necHyu. —
VY T1e6s moOoBHOE CBUIaHKE B CYyOOOTY?

— YV MeHsI HeT BpeMeHHU Ha CBUIaHMsI. S KOHIIEHTPUPYIO BCE CBOM YCHIIUSI Ha COOpe CPE/ICTB.

— Torma nagHo. § Bce ycTpoio, U Th BOBpeMsI BEpHEITbcs K 60phOe C COPHAKAMHU.

— Xoporo.

Hwudero xoporiero. Ona npukycuia ry0y, 6opsick ¢ amorusmu. C OJHOU CTOPOHBI, el HyXKHa
ObL1a 9Ta rpynmna ist 01aroTBOPUTEILHOTO MeporpusaTus. OHa Ouiach JJOOM B KUPIMYHYIO CTEHY,
MIBITASICh YTOBOPHTH MX, TOKa He noroBopwmia ¢ [llonom. OH y6enui ee, uto npodiem He Oyner. Ee
OIIMOKOM CTAJIO TO, UYTO OHA CHAaYasIa He 3apydymriach NOAAEePKKOM areHTa. Termephb OIJIONIHOCTh Tpe-
O0BaJIOCh UCTIPABUTh, NMOITOMY MOe3/IKa OblTa HeoOxoauma. Ho, ¢ Ipyroii cTOpOHBI, 3TO 03HAYAJIO,
YTO LIeJIBIA JIeHb OHA mpoBezeT ¢ MelicoHoM. OHa MOKJIsIach cede, YTo He MO3BOJIMT YyBCTBAM K
HEMY BBIIUIECHYTHCS HAPYXKY.

— U s xouy, 4TOOBI Tl IIPEKPATUI ITO JETIaTh.

— lenatp uTo?

— JIoBUTH MeHS B HEJIOBKUX CUTyaluuax.

Buepa — B momariiHe# ofesx e, ceroqHsi — B OUTBE C COPHSIKOM.

Ero yxmputka mpeBparuiach B IIMPOKYIO YIIBIOKY.

— HasepHoe, 1mpocTo nosesno.

Meiicon moOesxai Jabllie 1Mo JOpore, U OHa 3aI000BAIACH €r0 JTMHHBIMUA MYCKYJIACTBIMU
Horamu. TpereT mpoOe:xai 1o ee Telly, U OHa MPUKYCHIIa TyOy, MBICJIEHHO TTPOKJIMHAS JKap, HAIOJI-
HSIIOIIUI €€ U3HYTPH.

22



Y. Conpgce. «Kimou k ero cepairy»

I'nmaBa 3

B cy660T1y yrpom [Ipea BcTasia 1 elie pa3 mpoBeprUIa cBoit 6arax. OHa B3sijia ¢ COOOM JOMOITHHU-
TeﬂbeIfI KOMIUJIEKT OACXKIbI, 4 TAKXKE HOKYMCHTBI, HCO6XOI[I/IMBIC I HCpCFOBOpOB CarcHToOM rpyrIrIbI
«bmo».
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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