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IIpeaucaosue

Iepen TeM Kak Mbl HAUHEM, s ObI XOTEJ KO€ 0 YEM IpeAynpeanTb. [Ieno B ToM, 4To Te KaHpHl,
MPECTABUTENILHULIEH KOTOPBIX B TEOPUM SIBJISIETCS] 3Ta KHHIa, 3[€Ch HECKOJbKO IMepPeMeIIaInCh.
1M, COOCTBEHHO, U OOYCJIOBJICHO pa3fe/ieHhe Ha JIBE YaCTU: OHU TOTYYMIIUChH CIUIIKOM pa3HbIe
o HactpoeHuio. [lepBas yacTb mpeacraBiisieT cOOOM. .. BIPOUEM, 3aU4eM 51 pacCKasbiBalo 00 3TOM
3nech? O TOM, KaKoi BHIIIUIA KHUTA, BBl y3HAETE MOCIIEe TOro, Kak pouuTaeTe eé (3aueM st BaM 00 3TOM
coobmai?). Tak BoT. O xaHpax. OHHU clofla BKJIIOUEHBI HE TPOCTO Tak. Kaskaplil U3 HUX 3[1eCh MpU-
cytctByeT. Ho B Kakoil Mepe, s, K COXaJIeHHIO, cKa3aTh He MOTY, TaK KaK OHHU 3[IeCh MepeMellaiucCh
HACTOJILKO CHJILHO, UTO $1 yKe caM 3aryTajics, riae 4yro. CoOCTBEHHO, K uemy 1 Bc€ 310? K Tomy, 4To0bI
Bbl 0CO00 HE 3aBBIILAIY WM HEe 3aHMKAIU OKuAaHusA. HeoOXonumMo MOMHHTE, YTO TO MPOCTO KHUTA
CO CBOMMM JIOCTOMHCTBAaMU M Hejoctarkamu. Ceryac s, BO3MOKHO, HE CKa3aJl 4Yero-To CBEPXbecTe-
CTBEHHOTI'0, HO, TIOBEPbTE, YK JIydllle MOTy4YUTh YAOBOJILCTBHE OT IIPOUTEHUSI, YEM OT OKUJAHUS.

Hy u, koHe4HO, 51 He MOTy He BhICKa3aTh OCOOYI0 OJIarOIapHOCTh TeM, KTO MOJIePKAI MIPOSKT
Y MOMOTaJl B HanMcaHuu. PedsT, s, BOBMOXKHO, 9TO PEIKO U IJIOXO MOKAa3bIBalo, HO Ballly MOMOIIIb
S LIEHIO OOJIBbIIIE BCETO.
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Yacrs nepsas

IIpoJior

Jloxab JIMT YK€ OKOJIO JIBYX 4acOB, C TOTO CAMOTO MOMEHTA, KaK 3aKOHYMJIACh MOATOTOBKA
K nioxopoHaM. CJIOBHO 3Hasi TPAypHOCTb ITOTO JIHS, MOroja BblAAIACh TACMYPHOM U XOJIOJHOM, TIOJ
crath atMocdepe Ha KiIaaouIie.

['ne-To BAaneke ropoackoy KOJIOKOJ MpoOu AeBsTh. LlepeMoHNs JaBHO KOHYMIIACK, U BCE MTPU-
HIeIINe TPOCTUTHCS C MOrMOIIMMU JABHO YK€ Pa3OIlLIHCh. TONBKO OIMH YeIOBEK BCE elE CTOsII
riepei POBHBIM PSIIOM YETHIPHAIIATY KAMEHHBIX IUTUT. DTO ObUT MYy>KUMHA JIET TPUALIATH, C PhKUMU
BOJIOCAMHU, TOTyOBIMU TJIa3aMU U CJIETKa BIAJIBIMK IieKaMu. Ero ofiesk/ia CJIoBHO OTpaskasia ero BHyT-
peHHee cocTosiHUE. SIpKUii CBETIO-CUHUI Kam30J1, Y€pPHbIE OPIOKU, BHICOKHE, OTIMBAIOIINE TEMHBIM
[JISSHLIEM Callorv, KOTOpPbIE BbIAABAIA BCEM BOEHHBIM, CJIOBHO OTPaXaJld MPEAATENIbCKYI0 PAIOCTh,
3aKpaBIIyIOCA B YTy 3TOrO Y€JI0BEKA, U HA KOTOPYIO TEMHOM IEJIEHOU, B BUJIE JJIMHHOTO IIOXOAHOTO
TUIaIa, Jieria ToCKa Mo moruomumM. YelloBeK CTOsIT Mepe]] CaMOi TIepBOi TUIMTOH M CMOTpEJI, Kak
TSDKETTbIE KaIlUTA yIApSIIOTCSl O MOTHUIBHBIN rpaHuT. Ho MbIci ero ObUid BOBCE He Ha KJIaAOMIIe: BCE
CHOBa M CHOBA OH IEepeXuBall HelaBHUE coObITHSA. Kak HasBy mepej ero ria3amu MeJIbKad sijipa,
KYCKM 3€MJIM U KaIlJIM HEe3aMEKIIencs: KpOBH.

[Torpy:k€HHbIA B CBOM MBIC/IA YEJIOBEK U HE 3aMETWJI, KaK K HEMY IMOAOIIEN IPyroi yvacrt-
HUK HEJABHUX COOBITHI. DTO ObUI My:KUMHA TAKOTO K€ POCTa, B TAKOU ke Oek/ie, HO C YEPHBIMU
BOJIOCAMHU Y CEPbIM LIBETOM IJ1a3. 3a PyKY OH Jiep:Kaj MATUIETHEr0 MajbyKKa, JIMIIO KOTOPOro ObLIO
HaxMypeHo. To JIi OH MBITAICS BBHIMISIETD e cepbE3Hee, YeM OOBIYHO, TO JIU BCE JIENIO B YIIPSIMOM
HpaBe MoJIoAoro HacneaHuKa. CIyTHUK ero ke, HA00OpOT, IIyPUJICS U IPUKPBIBAT CBOE JIMIIO PYKOU
OT BOJIbI, YTO BCE pABHO HEMUHYEMO 3aJIMBaJIa IJ1a3a.

— Hukak, npunuim nonpomarsces, Apyr MO ? — COpOCHII PULIEIIANA Y YeI0BeKa, KOrjaa nojao-
HIEN K CKOpOSIIEMYy.

Tot o6epHysics. JINIo ero He BHIPa3UiIo HUYETO: HU YIUBJICHUs, HU PaJ0oCTH, HU 3710cTh. [Tocre
BCEro MPOU3OILEANIero eMy TO U JIeJIO 3a/1aBajld BOMPOCHl Ha MOAOOHbIe TeMbl. VI qaBaTh Ha HUX
OTBETBI EMY YK€ U3PsIHO NOAHAA0€e0. [I03TOMY OH NpuIyMalt OqHO MPeAIOKEHUE, KOTOPbIM TENEPh
OTBeyYas B MOJOOHBIX ciydasx. Bor u ceffuac oH He MOOpe3roBal UM BOCIOIb30BATHCSI.

— Bbl 3HaeTe MOE MHeHHe 000 BCeX ITUX puTyasiax. S1 He Bepio, UTO MEPTBBIE CIBIIIAT HAC
Ha HeOecax.

— Torna 3auem ke Bbl 31€Ch? — 3a/1aJ1 HOBbI BOMPOC MpHILeammil. — He xoTuTe Jin BB cKa3ars,
YTO 3HAJIM O HALeM npuxoze?

— Her, kak pa3 HaoO0poT. §1 ka1, korga Bce yiayT, HO, BUIUMO, TAKO MOMEHT MHE MPUIAETCS
JKOaTh eIé goiro. Bel Begs NoHUMaeTe, 0 4YEM 517

Heckobko MrHOBEHWI TIpUINIENiel] MPUCTAILHO CMOTpe Ha cOOeceIHUKa, HO TIOTOM B €ro
B3IJIs1/I€ TPOMENIbKHYJIA UICKOPKA IOHMMAaHMS, U OH, HAKJIOHUBILIKACH K MAJIbYMKY, CKa3aJl:

— Vg Ha3aa v 5kAu B Kapere.

— Her-ner. Yto BB1? [laiiTe eMy MOMPOIIATHCS, — CKOPOSIIIIA OTOIIEN OT TUTUTBI, TIepeji KOTOPO
CTOs1JI, 0CBOOOXKJasl IPOXOJI MATBUMKY. TOT MeiieHHO npuom3mics kK Mmoruie. [ocipimanock Kakoe-
TO 60opMoTaHue. Korga Maibumk 3aKOHUYMII, OH, HE OTPbIBas B3IVISAA OT 3eMJIH, MOAOIMIEN K ITPUBE/-
HIEMY €ro CIOAA YEJIOBEKY.

— Xopol11o, — TOJILKO 3TO CJIOBO CJIETENIO C TyO pereHra.

3aremM OH CJIeTKa B3bEpOLIWJI MAJbUMKy €r0 YEPHbIE BOJIOCHL, U TOT MOKOPHO HANPaBUIICA
B 0OpaTHYIO CTOPOHY.

CMmoTps eMy BcJiell, CKOPOSIIINI CKaza:
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— OH nos3pocrien.

— Ecnu Tak, To MHe sierdye OyneT ynpaBiasiThCs C HUM, — OTBETHUI puneanmid. — Kak Obl Takas
BJIACTb, NIOJIyYEHHAsI UM B CTOJIb IOHOM BO3pacTe, HE UCIIOPTHUIIA €TO.

— [Mozabotuthbest 06 3TOM — Balia 0OSI3aHHOCTh, — CKa3aJl PhIKEBOJIOCHIN. — OH ¥ TaK CITAIITKOM
KECTOK.

— Bce ero pomHble moru6ium, Korga emy eme He Obuio TpEX. MaTh ymepra rpu popax. bpar
C CecTpoil CKOHYAIHCh OT Oosie3Hei. [len otnpasieH B Bpanionuan 3a u3mMeHy. A Terniepb emie v OTell.
Hymaro, Bbl IOHMMaeTe, Kak 3TO OTPa3UjIoCh Ha pa3yMe.

— Emié 6m1, — ckazan ckopOsmumid. OH MOMHWII, KaK CBIH KOPOJIsi TpeOOBaJT OT HSHEK pa3InJyHbIe
cka3ku npo Msroes, bpennonuan u nagmmi 3amMok. Kaxaplii pa3, Korjaa ero oTiycKasiu ryisTh, OH
yOerai Ha KJ1aa0uIIe U u3ydan Haarpoobsi. BMecTo cBepCTHUKOB D71 MPEANIOYUTaT KOMIAHHUIO TTO[-
BaJIbHBIX MAyKOB. JIIOOMMBIM pa3BiieueHUEM HaCIeIHUKA ObUTO HaOMOAaTh, Kak HOBOOPAHIIEB KOPO-
JIEBCKOHM OXpaHbl 00ydaloT cTpenbOe u3 MymikeroB. Kaxapiid pas, Koraa ouepeqHast myJis onagasa
B KPOBaBYIO TYIIly, OH BEPELIaJ] OT BOCTOpPra M MPOCHJI JaTh €MY BBICTPEIUTb Hapy pa3. OnHaxapl,
Korja ObIBIINI rBapreel] MPOXOAXUI MUMO CKOTOOOWHH, TO YyTh HE yrasl B 0OOMOPOK, KOT/Ia 3aMeTHT
HaCJIeIHUKa, Kynaomierocst B 0ouke ¢ KpoBblo. Korga Masipurka CIipoOCHIIH, 3a4€M OH 3TO Jes1ajl, TOT
OTBETHJI, YTO HE XOTEeJ UATH Yepe3 BeCh ropoj] K MOPIO M He HAIIET HUYEero 6osiee MOaXOIsIIero.

OTOpBABIIKCH OT STUX MBICIIEH, CKOPOSIIUI CIIPOCHIT:

— Omna y Bac?

— Pa3ymeercs. — OTBETHJI IPHUILEIINIA 1 JOCTAJ U3-T1071 TUIAIa HeOOBIIYIO IIKATYJIKY 3 Kpac-
HOT'0 30J10Ta. — D] 3HAET O Balleil 3aree?

— Her.

— I'ne BbI HaMepeHsl e€ crpsTaTh?

— Bpl ke 3Haerte. [o 3aBemanuio koposis Proriga MHE 3aIpelleHo pasriialiaTh MecTopacrosno-
JKEeHUE TalHUKA.

Kaxkoe-to Bpems1 npuiieamuii Konedascs, HO BCKOpe BCE-TaKH PEIIvII OTAATh MKaTy/Ky. Cro-
KOWHO B35IB MPOTSIHYTYIO BEIllb, PHIKEBOIOCHII MOMECTHII €€ ceOe MO Tu1aml.

— A BBl He OOUTECh TPUCICHTHUKOB? — CIPOCHIT MPUILEIINMA. €20

— 3auem BbI 337Ja€TE BOMPOCHI, HA KOTOPBIE YK€ 3HAETE OTBEThI?

— IIpocro xouy yoenuthcs.

— ben Creniop 1Be Hejie M Ha3a 1 yIIEN B IEHIepHl. . . — OTBETUII pblkeBosockiid. [Tonaua HeHyx-
HBIX OTBETOB MY HauaJla HaJJoe/1aTh. — . ..M MOIJIATHIICS 32 BCE CBOM I'PEXH ’KU3HBI0. UTO Kacaercs ero
COOOIITHUKOB, TO TIepBasi MOJIOBMHA YIILIa BCJIE/ 32 MPEABOJUTENIEM, a BTOpPasi OTCHKUBAET MOXKHU3-
HEHHBII CPOK B Appecre.

— He ormensiite Toro (pakra, yTo TepBas MOJOBMHA MOIJA YIENeTh B IIyOWHE TMemep
Y BBIOPATHCS U3 HUX, YTOOBI MPOJIOJKUTH CBOU Pa300H, — HE YHUMAJICS TIPUILIEIIIUI.

— B Takom ciy4ae 51 He TOHUMAIO CMBICTIA BCEX ITUX MPE0CTePeREeHUI HACUET OCTPO3yOOB, —
KOPOTKO OTBETUJI PHIKEBOJIOCHIN.

— Heno Bame. Ho, nomsiaute Mo€ ciioBo, ben Crteiop KoBapeH U OYeHb XUTEP. A eleé OH
6e3ymHO kuBYyY. He (akt, uTo OH He mepena TUX KauecTB CBOMM Opopsram. Bel ciibluTe MeHs,
I'peii? OHu HalyT CIOCOO BEPHYTHCS K CBOMM JeJIaM, M Torja OyJpTe HaueKy, — MPeJoCTeper mpH-
LIIE TN,

— Bnaronapio 3a GecIoOKONCTBO O MOEU 0e30MacHOCTH, — OTBETUJI TOT, K KOMY MPHIIE/IITAIA
oOparuics o pamusmu ['peit. — Ho, B citydae 4ero, s CMOTY 3aIlIUTUTBCS OT STUX HETOJIsIEB.

[Mpumenmmii yxe codupancsi yiUTH, Kak BIPYr OCTAHOBWICS M OOpaTWiCs K CKOpOsIeMy
C HOBBIM BOIIPOCOM:

— I'peit, s1 TaBHO XOTeJ CIIpOCUTh. Bl BCE elié BepuTe B 3Ty €pyH/Ly O KOJIblax ?

Srot Bonpoc npusén I'pes B rueB. To, n3-3a 4ero M HayalIKUCh BCE 3TU PaCIpH, ITOT UIUOT
MMEEeT HarJIOCTh Ha3bIBaTh €PYH/O0M.
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— JlaBaiiTe 3aKOHYMM 3TOT pasroBop, — ['peil momeITascs 3aMMXHYTh CBOIO 37100y MOJAJIbIIIE.
Ceitvac 1 Tak HanpsoKEHHAsE OOCTAaHOBKA, HE XBATAJIO €IIE CCOpP MEKIy COOO.

— Her, Bl nocaymaiite. [lesio B TOM, 4TO, MOXOXkE, OAHO KOJIBIIO. . .

— Ipekparute, — I'peii ene cnepxuBacs.

— ...Hauwtu. OHo rae-To psaaom ¢ Top...

— XBatut! — BCE ke caepkarh SMOIUM HE TIOTYyYHIOCh. — MBI ¢ YONTepoM JIaBHO yOEIUIUCH,
YTO BCE, YTO MbI MCKAJIM, OKA3aJIOCh BBIIYMKOH. A TO, YTO OOHAPYKWJIM Bbl, HABEPHSIKA SIBIISIETCS
PO3BIrPBIITIEM KaKOro-HUOYIb MomeHHUKa. Vinu emg xyxe. JIoByImKoi.

[Tpumenmui cTos ¢ KaMEHHBIM JIMLIOM.

— 5l noHMMal Bally OCTOPOKHOCTB, — cKka3asl oH. — Ho tem He menee. Ecim 3axorure npose-
purth, e3xaite Ha Topryry. Cipocute Tam, riue HaxoauTcs Oopaenb «MusuHen». [loumure. Bopyr
HAJETEe YTO-HUOY .

— Cnacu6o. — I'peit He qmyman, Oynet M mpoBepATh 3To 3aBesieHne. Tem Gonee Ha Topryre.
['opon, B KoTOpOM, M0 Hjiee, HeT MecTa Jyist ObIBIIEro rBapAeiia. — 5 mogymaio HaJ STUM.

— Yto Xk, TOrma Mo€ MPUCYTCTBHE 37eCh OOJIbIIIe HU K YeMy, — CKaszasl mpuieanmi. — Mos
MUCCHS BHIIIOJHEHA. Terneph Bbl BHIIIOIHUTE CBOIO.

— He Gecrokoiitech, — KOPOTKO 3aKOHYMJI pa3roBop I peii.

JloOMBIIHCH STUX CJIOB, MPUIIEAIINIA PE3KO pa3BepHYJICS 1 HalpaBUJICS OOPaTHO K KapeTe.

JoxnaBimce ero yxona, ['peit moBepHysicsi 0OpaTHO K TUTUTE.

— He Bonnyiitech, rocioguH. He g00epetcs 10 He€. Ox
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I'1aBa nepBast
IpuoniTHE

XOJNOAHBIA OCEHHUI JeHb. TOBbKO YTO MPUOBLIM TOPrOBbIE CYAHA, W JIABKM HAOMBAJIUCH pa3-
HBIMH BUHaMH, (ppykTamu U TadakoM. Kutemm [Nopra-Cenumaina ykpamiaad cBOU AOMa IJTMHSHBIMU
(purypkamu B BUJe YEPTOB U CBETUJIbHUKAMU U3 THIKB. [loAroroBka K npa3gHoBaHUIO XeJUIOyMHA
IIJTa TIOJHBIM XO[OM. B 3TOT mpeanocnequuii OKTAOPbCKUI IeHb BCe KOpaOu CHEHMIN 3aIlIbITh
B [IOPT Y BBITIOJIHUTH TUIAH KaK MOKHO ckopee. [1o Tpaguiuu mocie Toro Kak ryoepHaTop OObsBUT
0 HavaJie MPa3AHMKa, TOPT Oy/IeT 3aKPBIT M BHIATH U3 HETO CTAaHET HEBO3MOXXHO. 113 KabakoB 1oHOCH-
JIUCh KPUKH, TEJIETH C IPOLYKTAMH ME/JIEHHO MOJAHUMAJIKCH IO [JIaBHOM JIOpOTe Ha XOJIM, 7€ HaXxo-
auiics peiHOK. Ero 3a 310 Tak u npo3Banu — « ToOpro.ulil Xoam».

B nopt nipu6sL1 Kopadib noj HazBaHueM «Puiopr». CBOE Ha3BaHME OH TYT ke onpasiai. YyTh
He MPOOUB MUPC, CYAHO KOe-Kak MPHUCTAJo K Oepery.

[To BTOpO# HLTIONKE OT KOPMBI, HAKPBITOM IJIOTHBIM XOJICTOM, HPOILLUIO JIETKOE ABUKEHUE.

— Ilpumibuin! — ¢ HOTKaMHM ene CAEPKUBAEMOI paloCTH B TOJI0CE CKa3al MOJIOIOW YeIOBEeK
net aestHaaati. C BUay OH ObUT IOBOJIbHO HEONPSTHBIN: JABHO HE YECaHHbIE, TEMHBIE KaK HOUb,
JUTMHOM TIO YIITM BOJIOCHI, HEOpUTAsl IETHHA U CJIeTKa TPSI3HbIe BUCKH IIJIOXO COYETANCH C TITyOOKO
BIAJIBIMHU IIIEKAMH, SIPKO-TOTYOBIMH I71a3aMH, KPIOYKOBATHIM HOCOM U CBETJION Kokel. [TapHsi 3Banu
Jxon Mépcep. OH ObUT OfIET B TIBUTBHBIN JOPOKHBIM TLJIAII, BHICOKHE CAIlOTY M TPEYTOJIKY, MOJ Tia-
IIOM — I'psI3HAasl KypTKa.

— XoTb OBl MpeaynpeauIn, YTo OyleT Takas Kayka, — CKazal ¢ MEHbIIEH paJoCThio APYroun
MacCakup IUTIONKH, KOTOPHIM ObLT OUYeHb MOXO0XK Ha JI’KOHA, 3a MCKJIIOUEHHEM CephIX I71a3 U KallTa-
HOBOTO 11BeTa Bojioc. Oniet oH ObUT B TAaKOM K€, KaK My €ro CIyTHHUKA, JOPOKHBIN I1JIalll, HO BMECTO
KaIrioloHa Ha HEM ObUT marepoH (TOJIOBHOM yOOp, MepBOHAYAIbHO — PO KAITIOIIOHA C JJTMHHBIM
«XBOCTOM»). DTOro Oe36useTHrKa 38amu Tom Xorrapr.

— Wrak, naBaii em€ pa3 oOCcynuMm IUlaH JeHCTBUM, — cKasal [IKoH. — MBI BblIe3aeM U3 3TON
IITYKOBUHBI, — OH MOCTYYaJl IO OOPTY ILTIONKH, — BMECTE CO BCEM HEOOXOAMMBIM, OCTOPOXKHO MPO-
XOIVIM MUMO SKHIIAKa KOpaoJisi U UIEM K TBOEMY «3HAKOMOMY», YTOOBI OH JOBE3 Hac A0 TopTyru.

— Jla, HO ecTb OMH MUHYC, — HepBHUYas, cka3aln Tom. — f1... He cka3an eMy, 4TO y Hac Oyaer
KOE-UTO 1IEHHOE.

— BoikpyTumcs, — ckazai [[xxoH, sBHO npomycTuB cjioBa ToMa (13-3a pacnuparoiiei ero pajao-
CTH) MUMO Yiriel. — JlaBaii BHIOUpPAThCSI.

Onu cranm coOupaTh pa3jioKeHHbIE 0 BCEH MUTIONKE BEIIU: HeOONBIION EPEeBAHHBIN SIIHK;
3aIacHylo ONIEKIY, 3apaHee YIOKEHHYIO B JOPOKHYIO CYMKY JI7KOHa; MEIOYeK C AeHbraMHt, a Takke
CaMBbIil TJIABHBIN TIPEIMET — MepPraMeHTHbIN JIUCT ¢ N300paKEeHUEM JIMI] HAIIMX IePOeB ¥ MOAIKUCHIO
«Harpaga 3a noumky: narbcot Ted». IKOH aKKypaTHO CBEPHYII JIMCT M NONOKMWI B cyMKy. Ilocne
HECKOJILKUX MUHYT cOopoB Tom cBsi3am Bech Oaraxk BepEéBKOH, mepeOpocus depe3 OOpT ILTIONKY
U CTaJl MEJJIEHHO CITycKaTh BCE BHU3. Kak TONMBKO Ipy3 OIyCTWJICS HA MpUCTaHb, [[)KOH mpuBs3ail
APYroy KOHeIl BEpEBKY K CHICHBIO B IILTIONKE, Tiepesie3 3a O0pT U CIycTHJIcs K cBoeit nokaske. [locre
Toro kak Tom Toke crycTwicsi, oHU ¢ JIKOHOM B35JIM BCE BEIIM M Pa3BEpHYJIUCh K Tpamy. [[xoH
OKMHYJI B3IJISIIOM MX TPEXHENE/IbHOE MPUCTAHUILE U JBUHYJICS Briepén. Toma, cyas no Tomy, 4to
ero Kojka MMesia CJierka 3eJIeHOBATHI OTTEHOK, NOATAIIHUBAIIO. [oiast 10 cepeanHbl Kopadis, rae
ObLJT CITYIIIEH TParl sl OCTATBHBIX MOPSIKOB, OHH YK€ XOTEJIM IMOBEPHYTh HATIPABO U BHITH K TOPOJLY,
Kak BJIPYT...

— D, BbI! — OKJIMKHYJ Yel-TO OACHUCTHIN TOJIOC.

Harum repou Bctam Kak BKOMaHHBIE. DTO UX WK KOro-To eme? Eciiu He uX, TO MOXHO UITH
nainsiue. ONnpaBUBLIMCH OT CTpaxa, OHU MOMBITAIUCH CIEJIaTh elE rnapy 11aros.

— 51 k Bam oOpammatocs! Bel uTo 371€CH Nenaete?!
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Hamm repou mocMoTpesu HasieBo (OTTy/a, KaXeTcsl, JOHOCHIICS roioc). B msaTH marax ot Hux
Ha Tparie CTOsUT TOJICTBIN My’KYMHA C JJTAHHOW YEPHOU 00pooil. IMEHHO OH OKJIMKHYJT «3aUIIEB>.

— Hy? Kak BbI 31€ch Okazanuch? B numonke npoexaiu, aa?

OH nofomiésn noOvKe v BCTal BIVIOTHYIO. BecruiaTHUKY HEBOJIBHO OIYCTHJIM SIIIMK U pa3Bep-
HYJIUCh JIMLIOM K Oopoaady. ToT cMOTpes Ha HUX MCHENesIsIONM B3IJISIIOM.

— Tak u Gynere MomyaTh?

— MBI pasrpyxkaem cocetHuiA Kopadib, — cka3asn ToM, yka3siBasi Ha BTOpOe CyAHO, IPUYaIMB-
niee K 3ToMy ke MUpcy.

— A TOBap croma HocuTe, Aa? — YXMBUIBHYJICSI Ooponad v NpuOaBwi, YBUEB HEIOyMEHUE
Ha JIMIaX HAIIUX repoeB: — [Ipuyanmi-To oH K Ipyromy IMpcy, — U yKaszasl Ha Mpuvajl ¢ MPOTHBO-
TI0JI0’KHOM CTOPOHBI.

[Mapau o6epHyuch. [leiicTBUTEIBHO, Tpar ObLT OIyIIIEeH Ha Ty CTOPOHY, Ky/a yKa3as dopoay.

— I'enpu, oy crona, momoru! — OKJIMKHYJ 60pojiada KaKOH-TO CTAPUK, U MYXKUYMHA OTOMIEN.
IO OBLT MAHC TIEPEKUHYTHCS TTAPOH CIIOB.

— bexunm, — Tuxo npennoxui Tom.

— Kak MbI moGexum ¢ 31oit mtykoi? — cpocut JIkoH, ykasbiBast Ha k. — K tomy xe. ..

Ho oH He ycnien JoroBopuTh, Tak Kak MoAomeEN 6opogay.

— XopolIo. .. BB 3TO... HWTE, KyJa 1M, U 31eCh OOJbIIIe He NOSBISIHTECh. SICHO?

N myxumHa yxe coOupaiicsi yXoauTh, HO ToM, TOTHSB SIIMK, HE YAEpKal ero M YypPOHUI
Ha Horu Oopomady. ToT mpocTosit mapy cekyH[, sipocTHO cMoTpsi Ha Toma. 3ateM cXBaTHJI €ro
3a IUBOPOT, HO [[)KOH OKa3zasics rpoBopHee. OH CXBATHII TOJICTSKA 32 OOPOILY M Pe3KO NEPHYI BHU3.
Ot 6051 1 HEOKUAAHHOCTU OOpojIad OTIyCTIJT ToMa U cxBaTHICS 3a MOAO0poAoK. Bocmonb3oBas-
[IUCb MOMEHTOM, HAIlIM TepOW TMOAXBATHIIM SIIIMK M CO BCEX HOT MYCTUIMCh K BBIXOAY B TOpPO.
Ho Ha mrHoBenue J)KOHY IMOKa3ajoCh, YTO CTAPHK, OKJIMKHYBIIMH ['€HpU, MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPUT
Ha Hero.

— Heronsu! Bel MHe 3a 3TO OTBeTHTE! — Kpryasl BIOTOHKY O0pojiad.
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I'naBa BTOpas
JIncui XBOCT, MJIM HOBbIE JIPY3bs

Tom u [I)xoH Hecluch cioms rojioBy. JJoOpaBIvch 10 BXOAa B TOPO, OHU MTPOMYAIIHCH SITIé
HECKOJIbKO METPOB, 3aTe€M MOBEPHYJIM HAJIeBO, MOAOEKAIM K Kpalo JOPOTH, I1e pa3Melaiuch pas-
JIMYHBIE NTPUJIABKY, U 3aMeUTUIN 1ar. [Joias 10 TpakTupa ¢ BbIBECKOU «JIMCHi XBOCT», OHU 3aBEp-
HYJIM B HEOOJTBIION TIepeyJIoK, MPUJIETraloIuil K 34aHMI0. TaM OHM OCTAaHOBMIIMCH M TIOCTABUJIM SIIIUK
Ha 3eMJII0.

— Tak, Hago mogymars, urto Oynet aanbine. Kak Ham nonacts Ha Toptyry? — cipocu JIkoH. —
Benp 6e3 TBOEro 3HaKOMOTO HaM 3JIech JIeJIaTh-TO Hevero. B mopr ceifvac jydirie He COBaThCS.

— CoOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, MbI IIPHIIUIN, — OTBETHJ TOM, yKa3biBasi Ha BHIBECKY. — 3aHOUEBATh HAM
re-To Hajgo. BOT TonbKo rae AeHbsru pa3aoOsITh Ha 3T0?

— A MbI 3apaboTaeM Ha npogake, — JI>KOH MOTEP pyKU v OTKPbLUT SIMK. BHyTpH siexanu ykpa-
IIIEHHBIN Pa3HBIMU Y30paMHU 30JI0TOM Iap CO CKBAXKUHOM ISl KJII0YA U YEThIpe CepeOpsiHBbIX KYOKa.

— Ho Beap mbl k€. ..

— IneBatp, 4TO MBI COOMpANTUCh ¢ HUMH ceaTb. OTHECEM Ha ropy M MPOJIAJIUM ABa KyOKa,
a OCTaJIbHOE OCTaBUM. BO3MOXHO, XBAaTUT M Ha TIOKYI KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib TOProOBIIa, YTOOBI TPOBE3 HAC
Ha JIOZIKE WJIM CYJHE.

— Jlanno. Ho cHavasia Ham HaJI0 IEPEOEThCs, a TO Y3HAIOT ElIE.

CrnoBa 3T He ObUTH JIMIIEHBI CMbICTA. [[KOH, KOHEYHO, TIOHMMAJI, YTO BECTh 00 OrpadieHruu
B Canrt-Jlyn, ckopee Bcero, emgé He jonuia A0 3JENIHUX MECT, HO HeJb3sl ObLJI0 UTHOPUPOBAThH TOT
akT, 4T0 KaKON-HUOYIb IPUEIKUI MOT 3aMETHTh HEOOBICHUMOE CXOJICTBO JIByX MOJIOZIBIX TOPTOB-
1IeB ¥ OOBSIBJICHHBIX B PO3BICK 3aCeUEHHBIX rpadutesiell B Coo3HbIX ropogax. [lapeHb OTpbUT SAIIKK
U gocrain Ba riama. [lepeoaeBumcs, 1py3bs NOAHSIIN CBOIO MOKJIaXYy, BbILIUIM U3 MIEPEYyJIKa U OBEp-
HYJIM HanpaBo. BeIiijis K Havasly I71aBHOUM TOPOTH, HAIIIM F€POU JBUHYJIUCH B TOPY — K PHIHKY.

i S

ITyte n0 peiHKa OOOIENCs 6e3 mpukmoueHnid. Cyera y TIOMHOXKS ObUIA HACTOJIBKO OYypHOM,
YTO HUKTO U He 0OpaTvI BHUMAHMSI Ha €I IBYX MPHILIE/IINX.

— He Oynem BBICOKO MOAHUMATHCS, — peIokui [koH. — B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MBI 3/1€Ch HEHa-
noiro. Ham smie Hy’KHO npojate napy yaiil ¥ BCE.

— Xopormo. IToitném noniem cBOGOIHOE MecTo, — cKkazan Tom.

OpnHako HalTH cBOOOHOE MECTO OKazayioch Henpocto. Ha «ToproBom xonme» MOXKHO ObLIO
3aHSATH JOOOW CBOOOIHBIN MPUIABOK MPOCTO TaK. B Teopun. Ha mpakTuke k gecsAty yTpa Bce MecTa
ObUIM yXke 3aHsTHl. [loce HEeCKOJIbKMX YacoB MOWCKA HAIIMM IeposiM TOBE3JI0 HAUTH MaJleHbKHNA
MPUJIABOK Ha camMoil BepiiyHe xoima. OHM BBICTABUJIM Ha CTOJ ABa KyOKa M Ha JOIIeUKe, KOTopast
Jexana Ha MOUIEHHOHN OyJbDKHUKOM Jopore, TBo3AéM Haapanany «. Tyt Tom u JIKoH moHsm,
B KaKylo IpIpy oHM nonanu. Haiiti cBoGogHOe MecTo okasasochk emié noidensl. Best ocHoBHast Macca
JoJer KOTOUIUIIACH Y TIOMHOKbSI XOJIMA, a Ha BEPIIMHE MOSIBIISIIOCH JIMIIb HEOOJBIIOE KOJTMYECTBO
nipoxoxkux. Cepeopsitble uauiu no decsimo magh»

— MoxeT, moHu3uM 1ieHy ? — cripocut Tom. — Vi BooO1iie Opocum 3TO Jes10 U MPUIEM 3aBTpa,
a MepeHouyeM TIjie-HuOy/Ib Ha yauie?

— IMopoxaém e nomyaca, — oTBeTW1 emy [IkoH. — Eciiu HUKTO He MpUAET, TO MONIEM.

Onu npocuesu Ha OHOM MECTE JI0 CaMOro Beyepa, HO HUKTO TakK W He MOAOIIEN K PUIIABKY.

— Hy uto %), nonaém, — ckazan [[xoH.

Onu yxe coOupany BeIy Jisi CIycKa, KOTa MUMO MPHJIaBKa MPOIIEN BHICOKHI YeJIOBEK B TEM-
HOM ILJIAILIE, MOJIbl KOTOPOI'O BOJIOYMJIMCH 10 3emule. CHavasa OH MpOCTO JIEHUBO MIOCMOTPET Ha MPH-
JIAaBOK, HO TYT €ro B3MIAA 3aaepxaiicad Ha [Ixone. Yepes mapy cekyHn [IKOH 3aMETHII TPOXOKETO.

12



I. Paiit. «YTpaueHHas JiereHma»

ToT OB B KaMIOIIOHE, a TOTOMY JIAIA €r0 BUAHO He Obut0. OHU CTOSUTH, CMOTPSI APYT Ha Apyra. Tom
YeJIoBeKa Mo-MpekHeMy He 3amevall.

— YeMm TOpryere? — CipoCchI HE3HAKOMEII.

Tom B31pOrHyJ ¥ IOTHSUT TOJIOBY, BIIEPBbIE TTOCMOTPEB Ha YEJIOBEKA.

— MBI yxe yxogum, — IpocTo ckaszai IxoH.

— A 4em ToproBasii? — BHOBb TIO/IAJT TOJIOC TIPOXOKHUIA.

— Bam-T1o kakoe nieno? — cpocuit Tom.

YesioBek CHsT KamomoH. Y JI’KoHa cep/iie 4yTh He OCTAaHOBHJIOCh. DTO ObLJI TOT CAMBIH CTapHIK,
KoToporo oHu ¢ ToMoM BUzeNM ¢ yTpa, U, CYIs MO YAbIOKE Ha €ro JIMIe, OH SIBHO paJIoBAJICS STOM
BCTpeue (MM BO3MOKHOCTH TIPOYUYHTh MapHey 3a yTpeHHee mnpowuctiectBue). OH ObUT BeChb B MOp-
[IMHAX, C CEJOBATO-PbKUMH BOJIOCAMH, BIAJIBIMH TOJTYOBIMH IJIa3aMHU M OYEHb XPYIKUMH HA BUJ
KOHEYHOCTSIMHU.

— MHe npocTto uHTepecHO ObUIO Obl B3MISIHYTh HA BAIM Yalllu.

VY Ixona u Toma orBucim vyemoct. OTKya 9TOT CTapyK y3Ha I mpo vamm? TaOnuuky oHu
yXke JIaBHO yOpaJIu.

— OTKyga Bbl 3HaeTe 1po. ..

— He Hano MHe pacckasbiBaTh Ballly UCTOpHIO, [IKOH. Sl U Tak BCE Mpo BaC 3HAIO.

Harm repon 6putn emi€ Oonpine yausieHsl. CHauana CTapuk paccKasall UM Mpo Yallid, a Terepb
yrajan ux umeHa! Yl HeBoJIbHO 3a/1a€11bCSI BOIPOCOM: KakK ?

— Otkyna Bbl 3HaeTe Hac?! — cripocut JKoH.

Ha stoT pa3 crapuk He crtaji nepeOuBarh, a MPOCTO YJIBIOHYJCS eIle mMpe, TMOMmAaprl JIEBOM
PYKOH B KapMaHe U JOCTaJl U3-TIOJ I1J1allla CBUTOK MepramMeHTa. Pa3BepHyB ero, crapyk rmokasaj nap-
HSIM HaAmuch. JIKOH cpa3y y3Has e€. To ObLT X MepraMeHTHBIA PO3BICK.

— Uro BaM OT HAaC HYXHO? — C HOTKaMH CcTpaxa B rojoce crnpocusn Tom. — Bel Beb 32 HamMu
MpPULLUIHY, TaK?

— O Hert, BBl MHE HE HYKHBI, — OTBETHJI CTAPUYIOK. — BepHee, MHe He HyKHbI 9TH ICHbI'H. A MHE
HY)KHBI BBl CaMH.

Jpy3bst eperissHyIuCh. UTO 3HAYNT «BbI CAMU» 7

[pomuia MUHYTa, HO HAIIIK T€POM TAK U HE OTOIUIN OT yAWUBJICHHUS.

— Ax, ga!

Tom u Ixxon B3aporaymu. CTapyK Tak HEOXHUIAHHO TOJAJT TOJIOC, YTO MM MPHIIUIOCH OMOM-
HUTHCS OT U3YMJICHHSI ¥ HEBOJIbHO TIOCMOTPETh Ha COOECeTHUKA.

— 4 ’xe He cka3aJ Bam, 3a4eM 5 3/1eCh, — CHOBA 3arOBOPHJI CTapuK. — VITak, s My JBYX IOMOIII-
HUKOB JIJIS1 OTHOTO JIeNia, ¥ BBl KaK pa3 MOAXONTE.

-3-93...

— Her, cnacu6o0. Y Hac 1 Tak MHOTO JieJ1, — cka3ai Tom, nepedus [[xxoHa.

— Ho s Heroxo 3arutauy.

— Bcé€ paBHO Her.

U Towm cran cobupath BCE 0OpaTHO B SAIIUK.

— JlagHo, — ckazain crapuk. — [To-xopomemy, 3HaUUT, HE XOTUM. . .

— Yro? — cipocusiu ogHoBpeMeHHo [I:xoH u Towm.

— Pa3 yx BBl He XOTUTE MPUHATH yyacTHe B MOEM Jiejie T0OPOBOJIBHO, TO 51 Oyay BBIHYKIECH
3aCTaBUTh BAaC MOWTU CO MHOM.

— A ecnu Mbl OTKaxkeMcsl? — C JIETKON HaCMEIIKOM B rojioce crpocuit Tom.

— Torna Bb Oynere mpoAaBaTh CBOU OE3/ACTYIIKY He Ha YIUIIE, a B TIOPbME, — CKa3as CTapHK U,
yBuzieB Toma, IBHO TOTOBOTO PacxoXoTaThCsl, CTaJl MOSICHATH: — BuanTe 1, eciu 1 KoMy-TO OKa3bl-
BaIO YCIIYTY, TO 00s13aTeNIbHO Oepy uTO-HUOYIb B3aMeH. M To, 4To BbI OecIulaTHO Mpoexaiy Ha MOEM
Kopa0Jie, MHE OTHIONb HE HpaBUTCs. Eciu BBl HE cOrIacuTeCh, 51 epeiaM CBE/ICHUsI O BAC TOJHUILIUH.
Ecm Hao6opoT. .. Tak u ObITh, OTAAM BaM 3Ty OyMakKy.
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Towm u [I;xoH neperissHy/mch. FiM B rojioBy OIHOBPEMEHHO ITPUIILIA OJIHA U Ta K€ MBICIb. Pyka
JIxoHa cama coO0ii OTAHY/IACh K KAPMAHHOMY HOKY.

— Ha... W ecnu BBl XOTUTE HamacThb Ha MeHs... He coBeTylo 3Toro nenarb, — cKa3ajl CTapuK
¥ ckuHy Twiai. OH ObUT OfIET B KPACHBIN KAM30J1 C 30JIOTHCTHIMHU Y30paMH M TYTO 3aTSHYTHIM MOSICOM,
32 KOTOPBIM HAXOJWJIMCh JIBa PEBOJIbBEPA.

Harm repou pacrniporaiucs ¢ nocieiHei Haae:xa0i Ha cnacenue. O4eBUIHO, CTapUK XOPOLIO
MOJIrOTOBMIICSL K 3TOM Oecene. YUrto x, menmath Hevero. M, momHsB Bce CBOM «Oe3zienyIiKku», Tom
1 JI)KOH JBHUHYJIMCh 32 CTAPHKOM, KOTOPBIH YKe CITyCKaJICs K TIOAHOXKbIO X0oMa. [IKOH TOJbKO cefuac
3aMeTuII, 4TO, IT0KAa OHU OONTaH, yxe cteMHeno 1 Ha [lopr-Cenumain onmycTuaach HOYb.

k %k ok

— Bot u npunum! — BOCKJIMKHYJI CTApUK M YKa3al Ha IBEPb, PSIIOM C KOTOPOW OCTAaHOBUJICS. —
Jo6po noxanoBath B «JIucuit XBoCT» !

Jpy3bst B3IJISTHYJIM Ha MEPeyJIOK, B KOTOPBIN OHU 3a0eXali ¢ yTpa, yaupast OT TOJICTOro 6opo-
aayva.

— Hy, naBaiite 3aiiiéM, — o3Bajl CTApUK.

OH oTkpbUI ABepb U nporycTu Toma u IIxoHa BEepén.

BHyTpr TpakTHp OKa3ayicsi BIOJHE YIOTHBIM. XAOTHYHO PACCTaBJICHHBIE CTOJMKH, IIECTh
HEeOOJBIINX JIIOCTP CO CBeYaMH, Iepes] BXOJOM Oblla OapHast CTOMKa, a 1Mo OOKaM OT Heé JBe JIeCT-
HUIIBI, Beymue K KomHatam. CTeHbl ObUIM YKpaIlleHbl OJICHBIMH POraMU M KapTUHAMH, Ha KOTO-
PhIX OBUTA N300pakeHBI KA3HU N3BECTHBIX MMPATOB U MPOYMX MPECTYITHBIX JIAYHOCTEH (B TOM UHCIIe
Y MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX ). PaccMaTpuBasi ux, y JIkoHa HEBOJIBHO MOOEKaIM MyPAILKH 110 CIIMHE.

Atmocdepa 31ech Obl1a, MSITKO TOBOPSI, BOMHCTBEHHAs. B BO3/1yXe TO ¥ €O JIeTau KPYKKH,
nocysia U mpoyasi epyHaa. Kpuku, pyradb, Ipaku MOCTOSHHO BO3HUKAIU MEXKJY MMOCETUTEIISIMH.
B nanbHem yrity nuanuct urpan «Ipomanue ®noina».

— Ciona! — OKJIMKHYJI UX CTapUK Yy CAMOT0 JJAJbHErO CTOJIMKA, KOTOPBIM CTOSLT CJieBa OT OAHOMN
13 JIECTHHIL.

— IlpucaxuBaitech, — IPUTIACHIIHN UX.

Tom cen moOnmxe kK GapHOH cToiKe. [IXKOH cel psAaoM, yOpaB SIKK O] HOTH, a MEIIOK TOJI0-
KW Ha KOJICHM.

3a cToJIOM CUIeNy TpU YesnoBeka. [IBa OimM3Hera B Y€pHBIX KaM30J1aX, Carord ObLTA He BUIHBI
U3-TIOJ] CTOJIa, CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI, 3€JICHOTO 1[BEeTa IJla3a W ejie 3aMeTHasi OfieqHOCTh. Psgom cunena
JeBYIIIKA.

— A e 'enpu? — cripocui cTapuk.

— OH MomIEN ¢ KeM-TO «MOOOJITATh» — C CAPKA3MOM MTPOU3HEC OJIVH U3 OJTM3HEIIOB.

— Pasymeercs1, OH MOIIEN B KapThl UTPATh, — CKa3aJl BTOPOU OJTM3HEL.

— Ceituac g eMy NOKaxy, Kak Urparb! — ¢ HOTKaMH SIpOCTH B T0JI0CE CKa3aJl CTAPUK U MOIIEN
uckarb ['eHpu.

Heyno6Hoe monmyanue. Yepes napy MUHYT OJM3HEIBI OT CKyKH HA4aJId O YEM-TO HIEHTAThCS.
JIXKOH MX MPEeKpacHo cibimai. BoT 4To oH U3BNEK U3 pa3roBopa OJIM3HEIOB:

— Kak nymaerib, 310 Te camble?

— Kro?

— Hy, Te, xotopsie ['enpu-To ¢ yTpa obunenu?

— Ilymaio, Her.

— A MHe KaxeTcsl, oHU. Bunei, uro oHu Heciau?

— Her, a uro?

— A g Buzen. SmyK oHU TalWIX, BOT 4TO.

— MoxerT, 9TO He OHH.

— Cnipocum ux?

— Cnypen? He Hayo, ciyraém. Meppu Hac 3a 3T0 YOBET.
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— Moxer, cripocum, a?

— Hy, xoporuo, nasaii.

JIkOH BOBpeMsI TOHSLT, UTO ceivac OyJeT KaKoh-TO BOMPOC, & IOTOMY BHITPSIMUJICS U CHETIa
HETMPUHYKAEHHBIA BU]I.

— [IpocTute, BB U3 KAKOTo paiioHa Wiv OJIMKHETO ToCcesIeH s ? — CIIPOCHIT OIMH U3 OJIN3HEIIOB.

— A MBI... — HauaJs ObUIO OTBEYaTh ToM, HO ero nepeduu.

— Ms1 u3 Cant-Benxo, 4To B MPOTHBOMOIOKXHOHN OyxTe, — OTBeTHI [IKOH.

— Tak U3 Hero ke TUILITh CIoJIa THel JIeCATh, eCi He OOJIbIIe, — CKa3asl BTOpou Onm3Herl. — ITo
BaM He OJIMKHee ToceseH e,

— A 410, TOJKHO OBITH MTOONMAKeE? — cripocut Towm.

TyT OnU3HEIBI NEPErITHYINCh M 3aCMESUIUCh, TIPUIJTYIas TOMOH M pasroBOPHI B TPAKTHPE.
JI7KOH HepBHO nocMoTpen Ha Toma.

— Ho Benp 51 TONIBKO O/IHY MAPTHIO OTOMIEN CHITPATh! — MOCHBIMIANICS C3aa1 3HAKOMBIN Oac. Tom
1 JI)KOH BKaJIUCh B CTYJIbSI.

— CkonbKko pa3 s Tebe TOBOPUJT: He JIeJlail TOro, Yero He yMeelllb.

— A s 4T0, B «Jlypaka», 4TO 1, HE YMEIO UrpaTh?

— Jla TeGs1 MyTafeHer] B 1Ba cY€Ta OObIrpaeT.

K crony nmomomén crapuk, aepxka mon pyky Toro camoro 6opogava. K cuyacteio, Kak 3aMeTHII
JI’KOH, yTPEHHUI1 Bpar He 3aMETUJT UX MPUCYTCTBUS 3a CTOJIOM.

— aBaiite He OygeM CIOPUTh U HAYHEM, — B TIEPBBIA pa3 32 BCE CBOE MPUCYTCTBUE MMOfANA
roJIoC JIEBYIIKA.

— Hagaiite. [y HaYas1a HEOOXOIUMO MPEICTABUTHCS, — CKa3aJl CTAPHK. — DTO HAIIU OJTM3HEIIbI
[Tutep u Pomxep. Hama nama Jlioc Teitnop u Hat cunay I'enpu Iotrep. ['ocnona, 310 Haim HOBbIE
kosteru Ixxon Mépcep u Tom Xorrapa. MeHs &e IOKa YTO MOXETe Ha3bIBaTh ITPOCTO 3a4MHILUKOM.

— Y0 310 OHU 371€ech fAenaT? S Besmen um yoparbces ¢ a3 gonon! — youswics ['enpu u obpa-
TWICS K CTapuKy: — Thl 4TO, MX TOKE HaHsI?

— [a. OHu noMOryT B HallIEM JEJie.

— 3npacekTe, — CKBO3b 3yObl IO30poBasics [enpu.

— Ha, no6psiii Beuep, — otBeTr [xoH. — Kak Bama 6opoma?

— MHe npuIioch 40 NOJIOBUHBI €€ ocTpruyb! — oTBeTHII [ eHpH.

JxoH npurnsiaencs. JefdcTBUTeNbHO, TIOcie UX BCTpeun 6opoaa ['eHpr CUIbHO YMEHBIITHIIACH
B JJIHE U Tenepb OblTa IOX0Xa Ha THOMBIO.

— Yt0 X, HAaUHEM, — CKa3aJl CTapuK M mnpuces BMecte ¢ ['eHpu. — [Ipy3bs, Bbl XOTUTE CTaTh
O0raThIMM M XHUTh cYaciIuBO? S X0uy BaM COOOIIUTD, YTO Y HAC MOSIBUIICS MIaHC. .. Orpaduts Xpa-
HUWINITE N300PETCHUN.

— Tax 370 ke mpakTUYecKr HEBO3MOXKHO, — Bo3pas3uil Pomxkep.

— «[IpakTHYecKn» MM «HEBO3MOKHO»? — CIIPOCHUJI 3aYMHINMK, W ObLIO BUAHO, 4TO Pomxkep
03aJlaueH 3TUM BOIPOCOM. BOCMOIIb30BaBIIMCE €TI0 paCTEPSIHHOCTBIO, CTAPUK IPOAOJIKII: — TaK BOT.
B npunIune, 310, Kak 3aMeTUII Halll IPYT, IeMCTBUTEIbHO HEBO3MOKHO. .. ECIIM TONBKO y TeOst HeT. ...

OH BbIHYJI U3 KapMaHa CBUTOK ME€pPraMeHTa U MOJIOKUJI €ro Ha cTol. Bece MojgoaBUHYIM CTYIbs
noOMxKe, YTOOB paCCMOTPETh CBUTOK monyutie. [lepeeiM ronoc nmogan [Tutep:

—Hy... 1 4ro 310?

— 9TO — Halll JMHCTBEHHBIN LIAHC HAWTH TO, YTO MbI UILIEM, — OTBETUJI 3aUMHIIMK U Pa3BEPHYJI
CBUTOK.

BuyTpu 6bi1a Hagmuce: K 9 12.

Kaxkoe-To Bpemsi Bce cMOTpenu Ha 3TH 1 pbl. B Bo3/1yxe 4yBCTBOBAIOCH BceoOliiee HeoyMe-
HUE, Y JIMLIb OIUH 3aUMHILMK 3TOTO JieJla 3HaJl, KaK ero pa3BesTh, HO M0 KaKOK-TO IPUYMHE OH ITOTO
He Jienait (CKopee BCero, ero 3a0aBisio TIIYIoe BhIpakeHue JII] cooOmHuKoB). Koraa emy Hamoena
THILIMHA, OH CIIPOCHII:
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— W 4ero mbl kaEm?

— Moxert, Bbl IepecTaHeTe Hajl HAMU U3J1eBaThCs U CKaXkeTe HaKOHEll, 4To 3To Takoe? MbI cioa
HE B «yraJaiKy» IpUILII UrpaTh, — HE BbITEpIiesn Tom.

— Jl1s1 TeX, KTO eIlE He TIOHSLI: MBI MEM 3a YepTekaMu, — OSICHWJ 3a4MHIIMK. — 1 310 He npo-
CTO CBUTOK KapakyJjel, 3T0 Nporyck B ApxuB. TaMm ecTh 4epTeKHU TOTO, UTO 3/1€Chb UMEHYIOT «Yep-
HBIMU HeOecamu».

— W nns vero ke oHM BaM MOHAJ0OMINCH? — cripockt [IKOH.

— He mHe, a Moemy crapomy npyry — Yourepy MoOHTErpio, — OTBETHII 3a4UHILIYK.

— Yontepy Monrterpio? Tot, KoTopblil paButesb TopTyru? — ¢ UI3yMJICHUEM U BOCXUIIIEHUEM
cripocut Tom. — 3aueM 310 eMy MOHAIOOMIIUCh ITU, KaK Bbl cKazanu, «Y€pHbie HeOeca» ?

— He Baitie i1eno, — KOpOTKO OTpe3ali CTapuk. — HaMm ckazaHo yKpacTh YepTeku, U Mbl X YKpa-
JEM.

— Hy, a... Ilnan y Bac xots Obl ecTb? — nmountepecoBaics IxoH. HeoOxonumo ObLIO 3HATB,
BO UTO MX BITyTaJIH.

— Ectb. Ho 4T008BI y3HATH €ro mogpoOHOCTH, BaM HaJJO OKOHYATEJILHO BCTYIIUTH B JIE€J10, — OTBE-
T Pomxep (wmum Iutep). — Moxer, gocrasenis Joropop?

— AX, 5a... — MOAXBATHJI 3aQUMHIINVK M, MOPHIBIIMCH Y ceOsl B KapMaHax, JIOCTal emié OfuH
CBUTOK. — BOT, TyT HanmcaHo BCE, YTO BaM HEOOXOAMMO 3HaTh, — CTapuK Bpyuwm juct xony. Tor
HayaJl IOTUXOHBKY BIVISIBIBATHCS B IEprameHT. biaro oH ymen uurars.

Bckope [IxoH yoenuics, 4To CTapuk OKa3asics mpas. B cBUTKe ObLIO HanKMCaHO O BO3HArPaX-
JEeHNH, XpaHEHUM MOJTYaHUs B Cllydae 3axBara U ToMy nonoOHoe. U Bc€ Obl HUYero, Ho TyT IKoH
JOIIEN JI0 CTPOUKU «PacropsikeHus: O TOXOPOHAaX».

— 4 He noHs, 310 uTO. .. [ToMy4yaeTcs, Mbl MOXeM MOTMOHYTH? — C SIBHBIM CTPaxoOM B TOJIOCE
cnpocun [xon y Meppu.

— Hy na, nonacrtp B JIOBYILIKH, HApPBaThCsl HA CTOPOKEBBIX IICOB. .. — OTBETUJI CTAPHK.

— To1 em€ «Metoapl cMepTH» He uuTal, — ckazasa Jloc.

JIXKOH TyT ke IOCMOTpEJ Ha TIepraMeHT M 3aMeTHIT TIEPEUHCIICHHE Pa3HbIX CIIOCOOOB YOUICTB.

— Paccrpen... Ucnenenenue?.. Pacunenenue?!. — BCyx oOpaTuiics OH K CTapUKy, KOTOPOMY
cMsTeHue JIKoHa SIBHO JIOCTABJISJIO YIOBOJILCTBUE.

— Jla, MOpPrHyTh He YcIieellb, KaK KaKOH-HUOyIb KankaH OTOPBET TeOe pPyKy WM HOTY, —
C yCMELIKOM B rosioce otBeTu [lutep 3a 3aunHIIMKA.

— K coxanenuio, Bbl IOJKHBI 3TO TIOIHCATH, TAK KaK JPYroro BHIOOPA y Bac HET, — 3aKJIIOUIIT
CTapuK U Bpyuus [I’KOHY Mepo ¢ YepHUJIAaMH U3 OYE€PEJHOTO KapMaHa.

JIKOH Me/IJIeHHO B3sUI Mepo M 0OMakHy/I B yepHUIa. OCTaBaIOCh JIMIIIb MMOCTABUTh TMOAIHUCH,
HO [I)koH KoneOascs. JIo cuX Mop W3 ero rojioBbl He BHIILIM BOCIIOMUHAHUSI O TOYHO TAKOW ke
CUTYAaIIH, TTPOU3OILIEIIEH YyTh Oosee IBYX MecsieB Ha3aj. Toraa oH moanucal NoxXoxyko Oymary
T0 CBOEI BOJIE M BITOC/IEICTBUM TOPBHKO MOXKAJIEN 00 ITOM.

BHeszanHo ero ronoBy noceruia nopaxaroias MbiCib.

— K70 BBI Takoi? — CIipocu OH y CTapuKa.

— He nonsin?

— Korna Bce npezcTaBiisich Jpyr Apyry, TOIbKO Bbl OJMH HE Ha3BaJIM COOCTBEHHOTO MMEHH.
[Mouemy? — nponomkui IKOH. — BHITh MOXET, TOTOMY, YTO Bbl HE XOTUTE, YTOOBI BAlly JTUYHOCTb
YCTAaHOBWJIM TIOCJIE HAIEro 3axBara, — M, 3aMETHB HEMOHMMAIOIIee JIMIIO CTapuKa, ckasal: — Bl
HE Ha3BaJI1 COOCTBEHHOTO UMEHH, YTOOBI BBIAATH HAC M TIOTYYUTh IBOMHOE BO3HATI PAKICHUE, MHKOT -
HUTO COOOIIMB O HAC, a 320[JHO U BAIlIMX COOOIITHUKOB, KOTOPBIM BbI CKa3aJId HEBEPHOE UMSI.

[Mocite 3TUX CIOB CTApUK CHJIEN C OTBUCIICH YeITIOCTBIO. [IKOH 3HaJI, UTO MOCIIe STUX OOBUHEHUI
oHu ¢ ToMOM TOYHO 3arpemMsT B AppecT JieT Ha nisiTh. Ho To, 4To mpou30IuIo qassiie, Obl10 HAMHOTO
unTepecHee. Ctapuk BeTall.
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— Mens 30ByT Meppu I'peil. S1 orcraBHOI KOMaHIUp JMYHOW I'BapIuM HbIHE MOKOIHOTO
kopoist xxuma ®roiiaa, npasutenss PEPCTXHAA U XPaHUTENIS JEBATH TOPOIOB. DTO HUCUYEPIbIBAIO-
mast uHpopmanusi?

— Ilocnennee He npo Bac, — 3aMeTHl [I)KOH M BHOBB CITPOCHIL: — A TJIe JOKA3aTeIbCTBA, YTO BCE
BBILIETIEPEYUCIIEHHOE — 3TO BbI?

— JlokazarenbCTBa. . .

— 9! Toncrak! I'ne Mou ATHCOT Ted, UTO THI Mporrpan?! — KPUKHYJI HEM3BECTHBIN Opojsra
C Ipyroro KOHIIa 3aJja.

Crapuk o0epHyJICs, TOCMOTPeN Ha KpUYaBIero u repeen B3misia Ha ['enpu. C Toro cioBHO
CTEpJIU JIULIO.

— M1 00CyuM 3TO MOCJIE Jiesa, — CKa3aJl CTAPHUK U BBIHYII U3-32 Ma3yXu OapaOaHHBIN IHCTOJET.

— 1 ne mousn! Bel yero Tam... — Opoxsra He ycnesn 3aKoHYUTh. [1ysis, BeuleTeBIIas U3 aynia
Meppu, nonana eMy IpsiMO B POT U BbIHECIA 33/JHIOI0 YacCTh T'OJIOBbI, OCTABUB OI'POMHOE OTBEPCTHE.
KpoBb 3a0pbI3raia BUCEBIIYIO C33/1M KapTUHY. be3abixaHHOE TeJIo yraio Ha UTPaJIbHBIN CTOJ, U3-32
KOTOPOTO YK€ NIOOYEPENHO BCTABAIU JIpyrue Urpoku. Tem BpeMeHeM CTapuK MEJIEHHO MOAXOIUII
K HuM. [Tutep HaTsaHyN ceOe Ha I71a3a TPEYToiKy U TUXO U3AaJl MPOJOJIKUTEIbHbINA CBUCT.

— Tb1, THI, THI 4 TBI, — TEM BpeMeHeM Meppy NOOYEpENHO yKa3bIBaJI HA CTOABIIMX PALOM C HOBO-
UCTIEYEHHBIM MEPTBELIOM UTPOKOB. — Hazieloch, Bbl 3aIIOMHUIIN, B KAKOM IMOPSIAKE YMPETE.

Takast yrpo3a XopoIio nogercTBoBajia Ha Opoasr. Bee yeTBepo KMHYIMCh HA HEro, Kak roJoj-
HBIE BOJIKM Ha SiITHEHKA. U, k ynuBieHuo JI)oHa, ATHEHOK oKazauics ¢ clopnpusom. Eciu Oponsru
cuntanu Meppu OeCrOMOIIHBIM CTapUKOM, TO caM Meppu cuutan HaoO0poT. BhIXBaTHUB BTOpOM
OapaOaHHBIN MUCTOJIET, OH CIEJIaJT TIapy BBHICTPEJIOB B MIEPBOI'O MOMABIIIErOCs OpPOIATY, elié BHICTPE
B JIPYTOro, U TYT MOHECTIOCh. Bech TpakTup CIIOBHO OXBaTwiIO Oe3ymue. Bee 1o ogHOro mocerurtesnu
CTaJIU IpaThCsl APYT ¢ Apyrom. Takue cutyarmu Obui OObIIEHHBIM AeI0M, [[)KOH 3TO IpeKpacHo 3HaJ.
B mMrHoBeHue oka OH BCKOUMJI CO CBOEIO MECTa, BBIXBATWUJI M3-3a Ma3yXW KapMaHHbI HOX U IpH-
HsUJICS pe3aTh BCeX, KTO Momnajaajcs emy nof pyky. I[Tuanuct 3aurpan Becényio MeIoauio, U BCKOpe
BECh TPAKTUP NMpUIIEN B ABMkeHue. CIIOBHO TaHIlys IMof 3ByKM nuaHo, [Iutep u Pomxep npanuch
JJIMHHBIMU TpocTsAMH, Jltoc 1 Meppu paccTpenuBaiv BCeX HApaBO M HAJIEBO, JOMOJHSASA 3ByKaMU
CTpesbObl KOMITO3UIIMIO MMMaHUCTa. [ eHpr pa3sMa3bIBall KOro-TO 1O cTeHe, TOM JIOBKO yBOpaYMBaJICs
OT YJapoB, 3aCTaBJisisi OOUAYMKOB HEHAPOKOM OWTh ApYr Apyra. I’KOH HAHOCWII ynap 3a yAapom,
nope3 3a nope3oM. U nonavasny emy Be3sio, yBOpPauMBaThCsl OT UYKHX JIE3BHIA ObLIO I0OBOJIBHO IPO-
cro. Ho Bckope Haji ToJI0BOM CTaly CBUCTETH ITyJIH, OT KOTOPBIX Tak MpocTo He yiaeib. Ilocine qByx
WM TPEX IMYJIEBBIX paHEHUH B PYKy U HOry, [I’KOH ynaj Ha 1oJjl ¥ MeJICHHO TIOTON3 B CTOPOHY Oap-
HOM CcTOMKH. JJoOpaBIIMCh 10 1IEIM, OH CIIPSATAJICS 32 CTOMKOM, IPU 9TOM OOHAPYXUB YKPbIBIIETOCS
3nech Meppu.

— Ilomoub He u3BOIUTE? — CIIPOCKII OH.

— Eciu no3Bosute, — otBeTHI JIKOH.

He roeopst Huuero, Meppu nan emy oauH ructoser. O0a BBIIIUTN U3 CBOETO YKPBITHS M OTHOTO
3a IPYTUM TepecTpessuii Bcex noceruteneit. OnuH xoten Obuto yoexkaTb U3 TpakTupa, 1 [IKOH yxe
MIPULIEJIIICA 1Sl BBICTPEa, HO TUCTONET JUIb ENKHYI. [Ty He Bbutetena. ClIOBHO BHYTPEHHUI
pedoiekc 3actaBui J[[koHa METHYTh B Oeryielia CBOi KapMaHHbI HOX. K coxaieHuio, HOX JIAIIb PH-
IBO3IWI 1Al Oersienia K creHe. Ero ke obnagarento yaanocsk yiuTH. JIxoH ObUI0 OPOCHIICS B TIOTOHIO,
HO Meppu ynepxail ero:

— ITyctb npér.

— Ho on coobumt 060 BcéM B mommiuio! — Bo3MyTHIICS [IKOH.

— Ecim u coobmut, To monuims Hudero He HauaeT. Jlioe, mecw mBadpel. Tom, ['eHpu, Tamure
Boxy. [Tutep, Pomxkep... Yoepute cBunerenei.

BnusHenp! yrpoxkarolie cTajar HaJBUraThcst Ha OeHOro nuaHucta. ToT B cTpaxe MOnsATHICS
Haz3ajl.
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— Iloxanyiicra... He Hayio. .. 51 He... s HE CKaKy...

— Hu onnHoit sxuBoit qyrie?!

— Knsnyces! Yem yronHo KisiHych!

Meppu cTosi1 B pa3mbliiuieHusIX. HakoHel| oH BbaBIIT U3 ceOsi:

— Jlagno. Torma npuHecuTe OOYKY poMma.

[Tuanuct BeilIeN Ha 3aIHUI JBOP, 110 IyTH CIIOTKHYBILKUCH O MOPOT JBEPH.

— Pom? — JI;kOH He MOHUMAaJI, 324eM UM POM.

— Bce ynukn He06X0AMMO Ckedb, — MOsICHIIT Meppu.

— Bosnbioit 0040HOK CTOUT Ha 3aJJHEM BOPE, — AOJOXHUJI BOIIEAIININ TUAHKUCT.

— OmmyHo. 3Hauut, BOT 4To. Thl Bcero atoro He BUAE. Thl HUYErO HE 3HAEUIb O TOM, YTO
311ech pousouuio. SIcHo? — cripocust Meppu.

[Inanucr HEpBHO 3aKMBaJl.

— Ommuno. Torga 3a yOOpKy, — MOOBITOXKUI CTAPUK.

TpakTup neiicTBUTENIBHO HYKJaJIcs B uuctote. Ha roiy jiexany kak MUHEMYM JIECSTh TPYIIOB.
CTeHbl ¥ KapTUHBI 320pbI3raHbl KPOBBIO, MHOTHE CTOJIBI M CTYJIbsI TosioMaHsl. [Tutep u Pomxkep B3sm
10 Ba0pe U CTAIU JPanTh TOJIBl. Meppy MOTUXOHBKY BHIHOCHIT TPYITBI Ha 3aAHUIM 1BOP. JII0C BBIMBI-
BaJjia CTEHBI OT KPOBHU.

[Mpomwto okono momyTopa vaca. Bech TpakTvp ObLT BHIUUILECH U BBIMBIT, TPYITH M CJIOMAaHHASI
MeOeJTb — COXKIKEHBI.

— Hy Bort, — ckazan Meppu nocie yoopku. IToctosiB HeMHOro, on ooparuics kK [ xony: — Hy...
Tenepb Tl HaM JOBEpsiCLIb?

JI’xoH He 3HaJI, 4To OTBeTUTh. C OMHOM CTOPOHBI, MeppH Moka3all cedsl Kak OTIMYHBINA O0ell
Y TIPelyCMOTPUTENIbHBIN yesioBeK. Ho ¢ Ipyroit, MOXHO Jiid eMy JI0OBEPSATh? DTO MOKHO IMPOBEPUTH,
JMIIb PUCKHYB. 1 JI)KOH NPUHAJ pelieHue:

— 4 monnuiiy KOHTPAKT.

Pot Meppu pactsiHysicsi B OrpOMHO# YJbIOKe, HO B Hel He OblIo HU4ero 37oBerero. OH mpo-
TAHY pyKy [JkoHy. TOT ¢ yIOBOJIBCTBUEM €€ MOKAIL.

— buecrae.

i S

— ¥V meHs ectb ouH Boripoc. YTo He Tak ¢ ero riamom? — cripocui ToM.

JlxoH 1 Tom Tonanu 3a [TutepoM, KOTOPBIN JOJIKEH ObLT MX MPOBECTH K KOMHATE.

— Trl ipo kapmaHbl? DTO €€ BETOUYKU. TaM Takue MTYKU ecTh... — [lutep roBopui 3araj-
KaMHU.

— U kakue xe?

— 3aBtrpa y3Haete. — [Iutep npuBén Ux K KOMHaTe HOMEp IeCTHaALaTh. — Moi BaM COBeT:
HE 3aJaBaiiTe JTUITHUX BOIIPOCOB.

— Jlerue ckazatb, 4eM caesaTh, — IoKal miaedaMu JKoH.

— JlagHo. CrIOKOIHOM HOYM.

U ¢ atumu cioBamu [Tutep oTripaBuiics: B coOOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY. ToM 1 [[)KOH ocTanuch ofHu.
OHM MOJTYa CMOTPEJIH IPYT Ha JPyra U NOYeMY-TO OOSUTHCH TOTO, UTO UX JKAET B KOMHaTe. MeJIeHHO
Tom B3siics 32 PyuKy, TOBEPHYJ €€ U OTBOPWJI ABEPb. BHYTpH HE 0OKa3aJloch HUYETO HEOOBIYHOTO:
CTapbli IJIATSHOM 1IKa( CO CKPUIISILMMU 3epKaIbHBIMU ABEPLAMH, 1BE€ KPOBATU U O MOJICBEYHUKY
HaJ| KaXJ0H, TyMOOYKa MocepeiMHe ¥ OKHO, BHIXOZsIIee Ha HOUHYIO yuIry. ToM TyT ke CHsUT Tuian,
OpOCHJI ero Ha T0JI, TIOBAJIIJICS Ha JIEBYI0 KpoBaTh U 3axpariel. [)xoH nogHsn OpomenHbii TomMom
TUIAII, TOBECHJI ero B IIKag BMecTe CO CBOMM M, KOT/Ia JIET Ha CBOOOAHYIO OT Xparisiero Toma Kpo-
BaTh, KOE-UTO BCHOMHMWJI. OH OCTaBWJI MELIOK U SIIIMK C YalllaMH U IIAPOM BHU3Y, 110]] CBOUM CTYJIOM!
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I'1aBa TpeThbst
Orpa6JeHue u mooder

HayTtpo I>x0H, TpOCHYBILIKCH, pacliaxHyJ ABEPb M KMHYJICS BHUA3 ocMarpuBarh Oap. CrycTus-
IIMCh, OH TYT e MPUMETHJI MX BUepalHee MecTo 3acefanusi. OIHAKO BCe CTYIbs ObUTH PACCTABIICHbI
Ha MpeXHUE MeCTa, M HUKAKUX CJIEOB UX 3a0bITOr0 MMYILECTBA He ObLIO.

«He Hamo Bnagate B orvyasgHue, — nogyman JIxoH. — Meppu u Jlioc HaBepHsKa yBUAEIU
1 3a0paju sIyK».

OH BHOBb TMOAHSJICS B KOMHATY ¥ OOHApYKWJI, UTO CIISIIIUI MPH ero Bbixoae Tom mpocHycs
U pa3OupaeT Kakue-To TKaH!.

— Tyt 3axomun Pomxep, — ckazan Tom. — OH mpoclil HAETh BOT 3TO, — U MPOTSAHYN [KOHY
MaTepuIo.

To, uro JI’KOH NMPUHSI 32 TKaHb, OKA3aJI0Ch JJIMHHBIM TEMHO-CUHUM ILJIALIOM C 30JI0TUCTHIMU
y30paMHU M 3aCTEXRKaMH, Kak Ha rianie Meppu, U OpIOKHM TaKoro e IBera, Ho O0e3 y30poB. [[koH
HAKMHYJ TIOBepX pyOaIllKy TUIAIll 1, He 3aCTETMBasi, MOCMOTpPEN Ha cesl B 3epKaJlo.

— W Bot 310 €€, — Tom npoTsiHy:1 [IKOHY KpacuBYIO TPEYTOJIKY C EPheBOM OOMBKOMH 1O KPasiM.

JxoH B3si1 Uty ¥ Hazen e€. [lapens Obl1 BHE ceOst oT BocTopra. OH BBINISAET KaK CaMblil
HACTOSIIIUI KanmiTaH KopaoJisi OYeHb BIMATEILHOU U KPYITHON TOPrOBOM KaMITaHUH.

— TbI 0c000 He 3arIAabpIBaKCS, Al ¥ IPYTUM MOTI000BaThCS, — CKazan Tom v moxsuHy [I’koHa
K Apyromy 3epkaiy. Ha npyre ObuT HaJleT Y€pHBIH TU1aI] ¢ KpaCHBIMUA KaéMKaMu U OOPHIOBBIMU ITyTO-
Buiiamu. Crierka norpenaHHas Tpeyrojika 6e3 0OMBKM CMOTpeach OY€Hb XOPOIIIO.

— NHTepecHo, B yecTh Yero takue oonuuusi? — nouHtrepecopaicsa Tom y JIxona. — 9 myman,
MBI UJIEM Ha orpadieHue.

— Bo3MOXHO, MBI OTBJIEYEM CBOMM JIO)KHBIM CTATyCOM OXpaHy, OKa OCTaJIbHbIE Oy/IyT Mpoou-
parbes K XpaHUJIMILY.

— Torna Tel HE yragai, — CKa3aJi rojoc u3-3a JBEpPH, U Yepe3 CEKyH 1y B KoMHaTy Bowien [ Tutep. —
BrI kak pa3 taku ¢ Meppu, ['enpu u Jlioc Oyaere mpoOuparbcsi B 3alIpETHYIO 30HY ApXHBa, a MbI
¢ Pomxepom Oyaem cTOpOKHTH y BXOAA U, €CJIM UTO, TIPELYIIPEIMM Bac.

— A kak? M ke OyziemM JajieKo.

— C nomorpio miania Meppu. Criyckaitech, Bce yxke sKIyT Bac JIIsl 0OCYK/IeHH TUIaHa.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO YacOB TOCIE JAOJIroro OOCYXAEHHS W TMOBTOPEHHs TpyIIia 3aroBOPIIU-
KOB (Kpome Jlioc u I'eHpu) BbllIUIa HA BEYEPHIOID YJIMILY W OKOJIBHBIM ITyTEM, Y€pe3 MOpPT, MOAO-
IIJTa K OTPOMHOMY 3/IaHMIO Tiepe]] TaMoxHel nupcoB. [lepenars, HACKOIBKO OHO OBbLJIO OTPOMHBIM,
HEBO3MOXHO. B BHE AJMHHOTO CTPOEHUs C TOMYKPYIVION KpBIIEH U AByMs OalllHAMU 10 OOKaM,
MOCTpOMKa OblIa yKpallleHa KOJOHHAMM, Pa3IMYHBIMU CKYJIBIITypaMH, MO3aUKON B MPOEMax JJis
OKOH U MaCCMBHBIMM YacaMU C KOJIOKOJIbHEN HaBEPXY.

— Bot 310 rpoMasivHa. .. — cka3aj NopakEHHBIN BeJIruueM 31aHus Tom.

— VBB, HO 3TO HE TO, YTO HaM HYKHO, — OTBeTHJ Meppu. — Ham HeoOxoqumo roracTb B MOJI-
3eMHYyI0 yacTb ApxuBa. Tam Haxo[sATCs BCe YEPTEKHU.

— A 4TO K€ HaxoAuTCs 3ech? — HeAoyMeBasi, clipocu [l xoH.

— Ha Tak. IIpocro npuxoxas, — oreetun Pomxep.

— Jlagno. Hazo criemnts, a To enie He ycreeM MOATOTOBUTHCS, — IoToponui Meppu.

Korpa Bcst rpynmna rpaGuterneii Boliuia, nepes Hell mpeicTana HeOoJbIas KOMHaTa ¢ perucrpa-
TYpOH Ha JIEBOM CTOPOHE OT BXOJA M JBEPbMH B IVIaBHbIN 3aJ1, HATPOTUB KOTOPBIX CTOslJIa OXpaHa,
MpoBepsIBLLIas BXOAAIMX. [IKOH BCIIOMHIIJI NIEPBYIO YacTh Ij1aHa: «Korma Mel BueTBepoM nponaeéM
yepe3 OXpaHy IO JIMIIOBBIM IponyckaM, s 1 Pomxkep ¢ Ilurepom oroiiném Henagosnro. ['enpu u Jloc
OyIyT KJIaTh BAC IBOUX Yy CITyCKa B APXUB».

3aiis BHYTpb, BCE MOOLUIN K OXpaHe, MPOBepsIBIIer pabOUMX U KJIMEHTOB.
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— HoOpeiit Beuep, — oOpatuiicss Meppu K MOJIOZIOMY OXPaHHUKY B CHHEH (popme. — Mbl Ha3Ha-
YHUJIM BCTPEUY C FOCIIOAMHOM DH/IEPCEHOM Ha. .. — TYT OH OTOIBUHYI pyKaB, 1 [I)KOH yBuIeT HEOOIb-
1ve HapyuHsle yackl. Ha yniie oxpanHuka nosisusioch yausneHve. Hapyunsie yacel! HeBunannas,
HOBOM300peTéHHasi pockolib! He KakIplii MOXKET MO3BOMUTH cede Takyio Bellb. OmpHako Meppw,
He oOpalasi BHUMaHUsI HA OXPaHHMKA, 3aKOHUMJ OOBsSCHEHWS BU3UTA: — ...IIECTh YaCOB Bevepa
B JIEBATOM OTJEIIe ApXHUBa.

OnpaBuBIIUCH OT YIUBJIEHWS, OXPAaHHUK 3arOBOPUJI, CIIOTBIKASCh M 3aUKasCh HA KaXIOM
CJIOBE:

— C-c-CKOJIBKO Bac M-M-MTPUOBLI-JIO?

— YerBepo, cap, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUI Meppu.

OXpaHHUK MTPOIOJIKIIL:

— Il-n-npeapsiBUTE NpOIMyc-C-CKa. — CKa3aJl OH. MeppH MOCIYIIHO JOCTasl YEThIpe CBUTKA
C TMOAIKUCHIO «TOCMOAMHA DHAepceHa». [[KOH ke 3HaJ, 4TO 3Ty MOANKUCH BBIIYMAIHM OMM3HEIbL.
OxpaHHUK coOupasics ObLIO B3STh TIEPraMeHT, Kak BAPYT JPYrodl MOJIOIOM TAMOKEHHUK C CepbIMU
BOJIOCAMU TOZIOIIEN U, IPUHSB TIporycka y MeppH, oOpaTuiics K KoJuiere:

— DX, CKOJIBKO pa3 Tede MOBTOPsATh, POCKO, Thl CBOMM 3aMKaHUEM pa3pakaeiib OCETUTEICH.
TeOs1 CKOJBbKO pa3 yxke OTIPABIISIIM K Jiororneay?

— TeGe kakoe ne0? — OOUAUMBO CITPOCKIT OXPAHHHUK.

— Taxkoe, n3-3a €0 JOCTAETCA MHE.

— A THI He JIe3b HE B CBOE Aei1o, beH.

— Cnymaii, Pocko, Oynp 100p, HaydUCh IIEHUTh 9yKYIO TIOMOIIb M pa3roBapuBarh, a TO y HaC
TOJIBKO Ha 3TOW HeJesie yKe OTMEHWJIM MPHUXOJ K ABAIaTh YeOBEK M3-3a OAHATbHON TPYJHOCTH
MIPOXOXKJIEHU S KOHTPOJIA !

— MBI emi€ moroBopyM Ha 3Ty TeMy B KaOMHeTe MUHUCTPA, — 3aKOHYMJI CIOpUTh Pocko 1 yaa-
JIVJICSL.

Tort, koro Ha3zBaim beHoM, cHauasia CMOTpen 3auKe BCJe, IOTOM MOBEPHYJICS K TPaOUTENIsIM.

— Iporry nporeHus 3a MOero Jipyra, — oopatuiicst oH K Meppu. — He 3Hato, 4To HaIwio Ha Hero.
C camoro ytpa cam He cBoil. [logoxkanute MUHYTY.

W oH cran no ouepeny pa3BOpauMBaTh U MPOBEPATH JIMCTKHU.

— Bnaronapio 3a Teprienue, — 3aKOHYMB, OOBSBUI OXPaHHUK. — [Iporry mpoiTH 3a MHOM.

Tyt JI’K0OH He Ha IIyTKY 3aHEpPBHUYAJI. DTO HE BXOAWIIO B IJ1aH. ONIsSHYBIIUCh, OH YBUJIEN, UTO
HE OJIMH OH B3BOJIHOBaH. BiM3HEIbI HEPBHO MeperIsiIbIBAINCE, a Ha ToMe BOOOIIIe JHiia He ObLIO.
OpnuH muibs Meppu cox paHsii criokoicTere. Tem BpeMeHeM OXpaHHUK OTIIEP IBEPb, HAIPOTUB KOTO-
PO CTOSII, ¥ TIPUTTIACKI BOWTH. Meppy YBEpeHHO IIarHy/1 BOepén, OIU3Helbl JBUHYIUCH 32 HUM.
Tom ese €T HA TPSCYIUXCS ¥ HE CITYIIABIIUXCS ero Horax. J[’KOH Toxke HEMHOTrO OOsICS, OTHAKO
CrOpaJI OT JIOOOMBITCTBA: UTO ke JKAET UX BHYTpH?

Boiins, Bce (kpome Meppr) 4yTh He aXHYJIU OT U3yMJIEHHUS. DTO ObUI OYEHb OOJIBIION 3
C MHOXECTBOM OKOH, (haKeJIOB U JIIOCTP /JIsl IOJIHOTO OCBEIIeHHsI. 37eCh ObUIM BHICTABJIEHBI U MO~
BEIIIeHbl HA TIPOYHBIX BEPEBOYHBIX TPOCAX CaMble pa3HOOOpa3Hble MAIIMHBL. [[)KOH HE MOT MOHSTb,
4yTo paccMaTpuBath. C OJHOW CTOPOHBI CTOSUT JJTMHHBINA IWJIMHAP Ha KoJEcax W TpyOOil HaBepxy,
13 KOTOPOU BBIXOJWJIM UCKPBI, U TIPY KAXKJOM TOJTYKE UCKP KOJIECA HAUMHAIM MEJIEHHO KPYyTUTbCS.
C npyroii cTosy OrpOMHBIA MEXaHU3M C PYKOSITKaMH, MPUCOEAUHEHHBIMY, KakK [[’KOHY MOKa3a1oCh,
K JIBYM NIEpEKPELIEHHBIM JIyKaM.

— bammcra, — wennyn JIxony Ha yxo Ilurep.

— bannucra? — nepecripocui Tom. — A pazBe cTpesibl emié Ucrosb3yioT? [TyIku e 1aBHO eCTb.

— Crperbl Jierye u Jeieslie, — NpocTo oTBeTus1 Pomxkep.

— Dii... — JI’KOH IOYyBCTBOBAJI THIYOK B OOK U, 0OepHYBIIUCh, yBuAen [Tutepa, risasiero
KyAa-TO BBEPX.

— Cmortpu.
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JIXKOH TOXe TJISIHYJI BBEpX M pasuHys poT. Hag HUMU Bucen orpoMHbIi Kopadib. [IHO y Hero
ObLJIO TJIOCKOE, MauThl TOPYAJIM B CTOPOHBI, & HA CAMOM BepXy ObUIM BUJIHBI Kpasi OTPOMHOTO, TPO-
J0JITOBATOTO, eII¢ OOJIBIIUX Pa3MepoB, YeM caM KOopalJib, mapa.

— To, uTo Ham Hy)HO, — cKa3as [Tutep ¢ HeOOBSICHUMOW TOPAOCTHIO B TOJIOCE.

Ot kopalJist OTXOIMII Tparl ¢ BEpEBOYHBIMY MEPUIIAMHU K KEJIE3HOMY yY3KOMY MOCTY, UAYILIEMY
OT JIByX JAJIbHUX CTEH 3aJa.

TyT OXpaHHUK OCTAaHOBWJICS BO3JIE POXOJA K JIECTHUILIE, BELyLIEH BHU3.

— V3BuHMTE, HO 51 IOJKEH MOMPOCUTH Y BAC HAIIPABJISIOLLIMIA, — CKa3aJl OH.

Mepp¥u BbIHYJI Ty caMylo Oymary, KOTOPYIO MOKa3bIBaJl IPOIILIBIM BEYEPOM.

—K912... Bor coBnasenue. Kak 6ynro Bcex mocetuTesieil CeroiHsi TSHET B 3Ty YacTh ApXuBa.

— IIpouy npomenus? — cipocust Meppu, Tenepb sIBHO 03aJa4€HHBIN CJIOBAMU OXPaHHUKA.

— CHauana JeByllIKa, MyXX4YMHa, MOJIOIOW MapeHb OTHpaBWIMCh Tyna. Tenepp eme Bol. Kak
OyIITO KTO-TO XOYET OTTY/Ia YTO-TO YKPACTh, — C YCMEIIKOM B rOJIOCE OTBETHJI OXpaHHUK. — He comHe-
BalOCh, YTO MPU BAaC HET OPY:KUsl, HO €CJIM Bbl IIO3BOJIUTE. . .

— Koneuno, — orBetns1 Meppu 1 He /10 KOHLIA TOAHSAT pyKU. OcTaIbHBIE CAETAIM TO KE CAMOE.
[TpoBepuB KakI0ro, OXpaHHUK CKa3a:

— Yo k), Bc€ B nopsake. [IpusrHoii BcTpeun.

W yepe3 HECKONIBKO CEKYH[] OH CKPBLICS 3a TOM K€ IBEPbI0, OTKY/1a OHU U MTPULILIH.

— Tax. Bpemenu Mbl HEMHOTO NOTEPSJIN, TIOITOMY Ceiiuac Bbl ABOE UIUTE BHU3, — MeppH yKa-
3a1 Ha Toma c JI)xoHOM. — A MbI Bac JOTOHUM. 3allOMHUTE, BbI JJOJIKHBI [IOIACTh B IEBSATHIN YPOBEHD,
nBeHaauateii orcek. I'enpu u Jlioc yxe Bac xayt. UouTe.

Towm u [IxoH 6e3 nmpome JIeHu st OTITPABUIIMCh BHU3 1O BUHTOBOM JiectHuIe. [Tpoiins oqHy mio-
114Ky, UM BCTPETUJICS APYroOil MPOXOJ, BEAYIIMA K MHOXKECTBY CTeJUIaXkell ¢ MHOXKECTBOM Iepra-
MEHTHBIX CBUTKOB. PS7I0M € TTPOX0/IOM BHcelia TaOMUYKa C HA/IMUCHI0 « YPOBEHbD TIEPBBIN».

— Ham HyxeH aeBAThIi, — cka3an ToM, 1 OHU IPOJOJIKUIIN CITYCK.

VYpoBeHb BTOpPOIA, TpETUA, YETBEPTHIN. .. [IKOH BHUMATENbHO cMOTpes HoMmep. U BoT, Hako-
Hell, — YPOBEHb JIEBAATHII.

— Ilpumm. Minem n1BeHaauaTsiil OTCEK.

— 3ayeM UCKaTh, Mbl €r0 JABHO HAIILIH, — MOCIBIIIAJICS 3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC.

N3-3a npoxoaa Beiwia Jloc.

— Bei Ol moBHUMaTENBHEN Cityiiam Meppu, — cierka xpuruisiid 06ac I'enpu. — [Nomum, mpose-
JIEM BacC K OTCEKY.

Ho TyT Ha siecTHHIIE TOCTIBIIIATIMCH OBICTpBIE ark. ' eHpu MeyieHHO cxkal KyJaaku. M3-3a yria
nokasasucs Meppu.

— 4 ne ono3pnan? — cnpocui oH. — I[Ipocture, ecnu 3aaepxkaics.

— MBI TOJIBKO YTO MPUILIH, — OTBETHI ToMm.

JIxoH, omHaKo, 3aHAT ObLT apyrum. OH 3Hau, uto [Tutep m Pomkep ocranmvch HaBepxy A
HaJIEKHOM CJIEKKHU, HO HUKAKUX CPEJICTB CBSI3U C HUMU CTapUK HE IPUHEC.

— Yro %k, 1aBaiiTe MPUCTYIUM, — CKa3asl MeppH, 1 BCe NATEPO ABUHYIIUCH K CTEJIIaXy CO CBUT-
KaMU 10/l HOMEPOM JBEHA/IATh.

— Wrak. TlomHuTe ciemyolnyio 4acThb raHa? — cripocui y Bcex Meppu.

— Haiitu cButok ¢ nomerkon «K» 1 cooOmmTs Tede, — oruekanmia Jloc.

— IlpaBunbHO. OXpaHa 371€Ch YCTPOEHA TaK, YTO, €CJIM Mbl BO3BMEM HE TOT CBUTOK, ITPOXOJL
3aKpOETCsl M Mbl OKa)XEeMCsl B JIOBYIIIKE.

— A ectb tutan b? Ha Besikuii ciyyaii? — ¢ TpeBorou cipocuit Tom.

—3-3-3... [Ipuagymaem Ha xony, — orBeTis1 Meppu. — Briepéz.

Bce pazomnumichk B pa3Hble CTOpoHBL. Tak Kak cTesuiax ObLT IBYXCTOPOHHUU U JIOBOJILHO JIJTMH-
HBIf, TO Ha BCEX NMPUXOAWIOCH MO0 HEMAJEHbKOMY KOJIMYECTBY IMOJIOK. [IKOH paccmarpuBaj Bce
OupKH, KoTophle BUeN. [lepeduparh CBUTKM OH HE MOT M3-3a TOTO, 4TO, 10 cI0oBaM MeppHu, ¢ HUIMU
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MorJ1o mpou3oiTi. Ho eMy Merany cioBa B IOTOBOpE PO JIOBYIIKH, OKUIAIONINE UX B CTydae OOHa-
PYKEHHUSI.

— Meppu... — BHe3anHo no3saiia Jloc. — Kaxercs, 1 Haia.

— I'me?! — omHOBpeMeHHO CIIpoCcHIv e€ Bee, mogoderast K Hell.

Jlioc crosina u yka3piBasla Ha MaJIeHbKYI0 OMpKy ¢ OykBoi K.

— Tak. Crom, — ckazai I)xoH. — Uro eciau 310 He oH? YTto Torma?

— Y Hac HeT BpeMEHH CIIOPUTH, TOT JIU ITO CBUTOK WJIM HET, — OTBETHII Meppu.

— [Napenék npaB, — HEOKUAAHHO 151 BceX npodacuit ['eHpu. — Mbl JOIKHBI 3HATh HAaBEPHSIKA.

— Kak? Mbl MokeM NOJIOKUTHCS JUIIb HA UHTYUIMIO, — npoaoskuin Meppu. — Hy, u Ha 3Ty
OUpKY.

— XBarut! — rpo3Ho BcraBuia Jlioc. — [IpocTo BBITSHUTE 9TOT CBUTOK, HAKOHELL.

W, He naB ApyruM ckaszatbh HU CJIOBa, aKKYPAaTHO MOTSHYJIA €ro ¢ NOJNKU. CBUTOK MOTUXOHBKY
MoKa3bIBaJICA Ha IM1a3a. Bor Jlioc BeITalmia ero, u... HUYEro He MpoU301ILIO.

— @y-y-yX, — BBIIOXHYJIX BCE.

— Bcé, — ckazan Meppu, 3acoBbiBasi CBUTOK K ceOe B KapMaH. — MOXKHO I ..

He ycries oH 3akOHUMTD, KaK MOCIBIILIAIOCH €J1€ YJIOBUMOE «IIUIT-NUM-TUI». Meppu 0CTOPOKHO
oTaEpHY pykaB. Ero yacel crpaHHO AE€praamch M IOYEMY-TO IILTA B OOPATHYIO CTOPOHY C HEMMOBEP-
HOW OBICTPOTOM.

— Yro takoe? — cnpocut ['enpu.

— O, 4épr, — ¢ MosIBJIeHHEM TMaHWYECKOro CTpaxa B rojoce rnpousnéc Meppu. — bexum!
BbICTPO! — u, He 0OBsICHSISI HUYETo, pBaHyJ BBEPX MO JiecTHHLE. Bce ocTanbHble TYT ke TOoCeno-
BaM 32 HUM. JI)KOH OeskaJl M TbITacs COOOPa3HTh, UTO Xke MOIJIO JIO ITOTO TaKOro OECCTPAITHOTO
Meppu 3acTaBUTh APOXKaTh OT CTpaxa U NMaHuWKoBaTh. Ha msaTom ypoBHe oH momyuui oteeT. K HUM
HaBCTpeuy Oexau J1Ba rBapieiilia, paHee CTOPOKUBIINE HAa BXOfIe B APXHB, U 0e30 BCSKOTO Mpey-
MIPEKIEHNS OTKPbUIM OTOHb U3 MYILIKETOB 110 I7K0HY U ero apy3psaM. TyT Meppu JocTai o peBosib-
BEpY U3 CBOMX KapMaHOB M BBICTPEJIMJI B Ka/I0r0 I'Bapieilia MUHUMYM JiBa pa3a. KpoBb, XJIbIHYB-
11asi GOHTAHOM, C HOT JIO TOJIOBHI 3a0pbi3raia Jlioc, 6exaBInyio psaom.

— Meppu! — KpUKHYJIa OHa Ha CTPENIABIIETO.

—TIIpoctu. [lepxute, — MOBOpauMBasich, KpUKHYJI OH M, I0CTaBast U3 KAPMAHOB OOJIBIITYIO cadIIio,
JJIMHHYIO M KPYIJIyI0, KaK MIJIa, IINary, ¥ YeThipe peBOJIbBEpa, pas3ziajil OpykKUe OCTaIbHBIM.

Ha nectHunie um GoJbllle HUKTO HE BCTPEYAJICSl, HO OKOJIO BBIXOZA TOKUAAT HETIPUSITHBIN
CIOPITPU3.

[onusBimmck, [IKOH € yKacoM yBUZEN, YTO B HECKOJIBKMX METpPax OT HHUX CTOMT Ha OOEBOM
TOTOBHOCTY HE MEHee /IBaJIllaTh IBapeHLIeB.

— HATTIPABO! — urto 6su10 cuibl 3aopast Meppu. U yepe3 100 CeKyH/Ibl OTPOMHOE KOJTYe-
CTBO ITyJIb BBIJIETEJIO U3 JyJ MyIIKeToB. K cyacTbio, Bce OHM Momnajiy oo B CTeHY, JIMOO B TIPOXO/.

JIKOH U OCTaJIbHBIE B 3TO BpeMsl yke Oexkaau BIOJIb MHOTOUYHCIEHHBIX MeXaHu3MOB. Ho TyT
MeppH BHE3AITHO Pa3BEPHYJICS M CO BCEX HOT OpOCHIICSI 0OPAaTHO K MPOXOAy B ApXUB.

— Bol kyga?! — kpukHyJ1 KoH.

— MOHETDI! — kopoTko KpukHyJ B 0TBeT Meppu.

— MB&I 1 Tak, cumTaiite, 6oraun, — HaPHIBask CBSA3KU U YKJIOHSISICH OT MyJIb, TPOKpUYai [[KoH.

— I0A HET XE, IPYTME MOHETDI! — opan Meppwu, yxe Oeryiiumii B 0OpaTHYI0 CTOPOHY.
JI’KOH pa3BepHYJICS U CTall JOTOHATh Toma, KOTOPBIM YK€ CTOsUI Ha MPOTHBOIIONOKHOM CTOPOHE
y YEPHOTO BBIXO/A, PACTIONIOKEHHOTO PSIIOM C JIECTHULICH, BEAyILel HaBepX, K AUPHKAOIIO.

— Tet ciaun?! — cnipocuna pasbsipénnas Jlioc y Meppwu, Korjaa ToT o0eskalt JI0 Mpoxoja.

— 51 He Mor uX OCTaBUTb, — OTBETUI Meppu, OKa3bIBasi BCEM JIBE 30JI0ThIE MOHETHI C KPACHBIM
pPyOMHOM TIOCepe/InHE.

— Jlagno. CBUTOK y TeOs?
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— KoneuHo, — ckazan Meppu 1 10CTai HOBOYKPAAEHHBIH MTPEIMET. .. KOTOPBII BHE3AITHO IPO-
ObIPSABUJIA U K TOMY K€ MOJOXKIJIAa ITPOJIeTeBIIasi OrTHEHHast myis!

— A-A-A-A!.. — 3akpruan Meppu, 6pocasi TOpsIIMIA CBUTOK U TMBITAsICh MOTYIIUTH €r0 HOTOM.
Ho 6b110 11031HO, TIepraMeHT cropen A0TIa.

— OTVIMYHO! 1 YTO TEIIEPDH JEJIATbH?! — 3akpuuan [IxoH.

— Yeépr, — Beipyrasicst ToM, €JMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO OTCTPEIMBAJCs OT IBApAEHULIEB, U MOTYYMBIINNA
IYJIIO B IJIEYO.

— EnunHcTBeHHbI BbIXOA — HaBepx ! — ckazas Meppu u modeskalt 1o JeCTHUIIE.

— Tomm! — HeoxugaHHO IS ceOsl CKOMaHAOBaI BceM JIKOH M puHYJICs Beiend 3a Meppu.
Jlpyrux yroBapuBarh He MPUIILIOCh, M CKOPO BCSI KOMITaHMSI ObLIa Ha 3aIlIUTHOM sIpyce.

— Yro panbine? — cipocun [IxoH, noruas Meppu.

— MeHs IpocHITN YKPacTh YepTEeKHU TUpHKaliis, a 1 yKpaly caM Iupuxadib! — orBets Meppu
¥ TIOJHSUICS 110 TPAIy Ha OOPT BO3AYIIIHOTO CYyIHA.

JI’KOH, HegoIro aymas, mpocienoBai 3a crapukoM. CITyCTHMBIIMCh Ha HWKHUI 3TaxX BCIE[
3a Meppu, OH yBUAEN, KaK TOT, CHSB ONMMKAaWIIUi (pakels, IPOCOBBIBAET €r0 B OTPOMHBIN KOTEN
C YIJIEM U MacCJIOM.

— be3 aroro He ynernm, — ckazan Meppu, NOBEpHYBIIKCH K [[xKOHY.

C3aau MOCIBIIACS CKPUI, ¥ B HWXKHEH YacTH KOPMbI KOpalJisi OTKPBUIKCH JJBa MPOCTOPHBIX
OKHa, Ky/la 3aTeM BbIIBUHY/IUCh OTPOMHbBIE BUHTHI — [10 OTHOMY Ha KaXJ0€ OTBEPCTHE.

— Ckaxu OCTJIbHBIM — ITyCTh OTCTETHYT 3Ty MaxuHy, — nonpocui Meppu [lxoHa.

N JTxoH noOesxal Ha BEpXHIOI NaTyoy.

— OcBobonuTe CyTHO! — KPUKHYJI OH HETIOHATHO KOMY.

Tom u I'eHpr 0OOPOHSIMCEH OT rBap/IeHIIeB.

— 51 momory, — ckazana nogdesxasias Jloc.

— Ionum, — BHOBb nipuKa3zai IxoH.

Huprxalip ObUT 3aKPETUIEH Ha MATH MACCUBHBIX PEMHSIX.

— Havamn.

OrtcréruBas Mo OHOMY PEMHIO, OHU BBOEM MOTUXOHbKY HAaKPEHUJIU CY/IHO.

— Hepxutech kperye! — KpukHyJI IKOH U, HaJesACh Ha yAady, OTCTErHYJI [TOC/IEAHUN PEMEHb.

W cyano moneteno, HO He BHU3, a Brepél. [IBa BUHTA OBICTPO KPYTHJIMCh U BEJIU AUPUKAOIb.
UYepes cekyHay [IKOH NOHsJI, KaK OHU BBUIETHT.

— [Ipurautecs! — MpoOKpUYaI OH, U CITCTSI MTHOBEHHE KOpalJib BbIJIETEN U3 3[aHUs, TPOTapa-
HUB CBOMM HOCOM OI'POMHOE Pa3HOLIBETHOE OKHO, KOTOPOE OHU BUJEJIH ITPU BXOJE.
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I'naBa yerBépTas
OTrosocku npouLIoro

JIxoH nexait, ene apima. TonbKo Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO CeKyH/I MPpeObIBaHMsI B CTpaxe OH HAKOHEI
MOHAI — Y HHUX BCE MOJIYy4YHJIOCh. OnHu cMomnm 3aIloJIy4YuTb TO, YTO HYKHO. PGIHI/IBHII/ICI), OH BCTaJ
Ha KOJIEHH M MeIJIEHHO TMOAMNON3 K Kpaio Oopra. [IpusATHBI OCEHHMI BETEpOK MOLYJ eMy B JIUIIO,
U Tiepesi HUM TpeJicTasia MpeKpacHeuIasi KapTuHa.

Jlaneko BHU3Y pacKuHyJach mmpokasi Oyxta, umenyemasi [lopr-Cenuanom B 4ecth ropopa,
MIOCTPOEHHOTO B 3TOI OyXTe MHOTO BEKOB Ha3ajl. Bech ropon OCcBETHIIN OTHM ThICSY (pOHApPEH, OKOH
Y THIKBEHHBIX CBETHJIbHUKOB. [IpucMoTpeBimch, [)koH yBUeNI, YTO TIepe]] cCaMbiM MOPTOM coOpa-
JIUCh TBICAYH, MUJIJIMOHBI, 4 TO U 6OHI)I_HG YECJIOBCK, OICHIMBIIMX OT YBHUICHHOIO. Camas riaBHas
AOCTONpPUMEYaTeTbHOCTh OyXThl OyKBaJbHO yierena y Hux u3-mof Hoca! o camoii, kazanoch Obl,
Hesnerol npuurHe. [Ipu BCEM IpW 3TOM ropojcKasi MOJMIMsS BOOOIIe He MOHMMala, YTo JesaTh
CO BCEM 3THM «CTaJIoM». [la, 4eCTHO roBOpsi, OHa OCOO0 U HE THITAACh YTO-TO MPEIPUHSATS.

JIXKOH Tak yBJIEKCS BCEM MPOUCXOISAIIMM BHU3Y, UTO M03a0bLT 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, a TIOTOMY
HEOKUIAHHBIHN TOJIOC, pa3/IaBIIHIACS M3-3a OBICTPO OTBOPHBIIICHCS ABEPH, OYeHb HamyTa ero. [onoc
npuHaiexa. .. Pomxepy?

He nonumas vudero, JIXkKoH penmi HOHaOMoaaTh 3a MPOUCXOASIIM Bo3jie KopMbl. Ceituac oH
ObLT HE B COCTOSIHUM O YEM-JIMOO0 TyMarh.

— Bosbiie s HUKOrAa Tyga He nosesy, casimmiib?! Hukoraa! — kpuuan Pogskep Bo Bech ronoc.

— W tem He MeHee THI Tyaa Moje3, — MOAXBATHI Oeceqy BTOPOM Trosoc, MpUHAAJIEKABIIAN
Meppu. — [ToueMy Thl TOJIBKO ceiiyac Hayall 1yMaTh O BO3MOKHBIX TIOCJIEICTBUSX ?

— A moyemy Thl HaC O HUX He Tpeayrnpenui?! — mpoaoskan opath Pomxkep.

— IIpenynpenw Obl, ¥ BBl OTKA3aJIMCh, 5 TIPaB?

— Her, npocto nmorpedoBaiv Obl YBEIMYUTh HArpajay, — pa3faajics TPETUH rojioc, Ha STOT pa3 —
[Turepa. — Kcrartu, a 3To eme akryaabHO?

— IIpoctuTte, HO HET. Y MeHsI HET CTOJIBKO JICHET.

— Jla MHe mieBath, 4TO y TeOs ecThb, a yero Het! S1... S1... — Pomkep Hauan 3aapIxatbcs, H,
MoXoke, y OeIHATY HAYMHAJIACh UCTEPUKA.
— Bcé, Bcé... — Hayan ycraBath oT pasroBopa Meppu. — [IoTOM OroBopuM Ha 3Ty TEMY.

— Ja, nonutu Pomkep, Haiiném cebe XopoIire KaoThl.

BnusHen, no-BUAMMOMY, HE XOTeJI TaK MPOCTO 3aBEpIaTh pa3roBop, HO, HEMHOTO MOKOIeOaB-
IIMCh, BCE K& HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJICSI U BMECTe C OpaToM OTIPABUJICS BHU3 CMOTPETS JIyUIlIe MeCTa.

— Bot B30yHTOBAJICSA! — CKa3aJl TO JIM C THEBOM, TO JIM C ycMelTkol Meppwu, oo Kk JIxoHy.
ToTt BcTan ¢ KoJieH U onépest o 60pT. — Brpouem. .. §I Mor aaTh OT HUX TaKOUW peakiyu. Y HUX OblTa
OYeHb OlacHas padora.

— He mormm 661 06bsichuth? Kak onn npenynpenuim Bac 06 onacHoctu?.. Hy, tam... B non-
3emenbe. M n3-3a yero 3to Pomkep Tak B3OYHTOBAJICS, [1a U, BOOOIIE, OTKY/a OHM Ha Auprxadie? —
JIXKOH BBIBAJIMJI Ky4y BOIPOCOB Ha MeppH Tak OBICTPO, UTO TOT HE Cpa3y MOHSLI, O YEM UIET Pedb.

— Tbl umeelib B BULYy MoHeThl cypBuiaHce? — U, BUJs Ha JuLe [I’KoHa Tyroe HeMOHUMaHKe,
CTapyK Haxasn Ha nudeponaaT CBOMX Hapy4YHBIX YacoB, Te MPOBEPHYIUCH JIBA pa3a BHYTPb, U U3 HUX
BBICKOUMJIM T€ CaMble 30JI0Thle MOHETBl C KPACHBIM PyOMHOM, KOTOpBIE CTApUK HaKaHyHE TMOKa3bl-
Bai Jlioc. — DTH MOHETHI... B HUX MOXHO CHIpATaTh TOro, KTO OyAeT CIeAUTb 32 TeM WM WHBIM
MECTOM, MpPeIMETOM, HeBaxkHO. CTOUT KOMY-TO CTaTh ONACHBIM IS X035iMHa MOHET, Kak TOT, KTO
CUJUT BHYTPU, HAYMHAET CUTHAJIUTD eMy: «OnacHocTs! beru wim npsubcs!»

— To ecTb BHYTpU 3TUX MOHET CUAMT >KMBOH YEJIOBEK ? — HE BEPsi CBOMM YIllam, CIPOCUT JIKOH.

— Hy... [Nonyyaercs, urto Tak, — o0bsicHuT MeppH.

— IlosichuTe, — HacTauBaJ apeHsb.
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[ToBucna nay3za. Meppu, ckopee Bcero, B3BelIUBaJl pucK. PacckazaTh WM HE paccKa3biBaTh?
W 4epe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH[] OH PelnIcs:

— Xoporo. Uném, s1 Tedbe Koe-4To MOKaxKy, — ¥, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, HAIPABWJICS K IBEPU, U3-
3a KOTOPOM MUHYTY Ha3a/[| BHIIIIE]T BMeCTe ¢ OTM3HEaMu.

Tonbko Tenepp [IkOH 3aMeTwi1, 4T0o Ha Meppu BMECTO yXke€ MPUBBIYHOIO KPAcHOro Iulamia
C 30JIOTHIMU y30paMH1 HaJieTa aTiacHasi 6e3pykaBka. Camoro ruiaiia He ObUIo.

Onu BABOEM MONONUM K JBepr. Meppu mporyctui [[)KoHa, TPUCTATIBHO OIISIIeNCS], YTOObI
yOenuThcs, He IOACMATPUBAET JIM KTO, 3alIEN U TUIOTHO 3aXJIOMHYI IBEPb.

Tem BpemeHeMm [[)xoH paccMaTpuBail KaioTy. 1o Oblia HeOOMbIIasi KOMHATA C OJHUM-E/1H-
CTBEHHBIM OKHOM B IIPaBOi CTOPOHE OT ABEpH. B ri1yOrHe KOMHATHI CTOSUT TUIATSHOM 1K, 1O JIEBYIO
CTOPOHY OT HEro BHCeJIa KapTHHA, N300paxaBinas Kopadb, MONABIINI B CUJIbHBIA IITOPM. B 1eBoi
CTOpOHE OT JIBepHU ObLJT pactoyioxkeH OOJBIION CTOJ, HAa HEM Jiekasla KapTa, Ha KOTOPOU ObUTH M300-
paxeHsl 3eMJH, ¢ 3anaga Ha BocTok, ot momyoctpoBa Baccepeunca u Briots 10 TymaHHBIX BOT, |,
¢ Cesepa Ha IOr, ot JlegsHou mycTomu U A0 cambix MEpTBbIX 3emelib. [lo cTtony To B ofHy, TO
B JIPyT'YI0 CTOPOHY IepeKaThiBaIach MoA30pHasi Tpyoa. PsgoM co cronom crosina kpoats. HecMoTpst
Ha OrpaHUYEHHBIA MPOCTOP, KaloTa ObUIa BEChMa YIOTHAsI, OCOOEHHO MPU OCBEIICHUH HECKOJbKUX
OpEHIOTMAHCKHX CBEYCH.

— Urak, — Hayan Meppu, u [Ik0H IpUroToBUICs €ro ciymarh. — To, 4To Thl ceiluac y3Haellb,
HE JIOJDKHO MOKUHYTh MPEesbl STOW KOMHATHI ¥ TIONIACTh B UyXKUe PYKH, HE CUMTAs], HABEPHOE, HAIIIUX
¢ ToO0¥ cOOOIHUKOB. Tebe SCHO? — TOJI0C CTapyKa 3ByYall CYpOBO U CepPbE3HO.

— Ha, cap, — TUXO OTBETHII [I7KOH.

— Torga cmotpu, — Meppu nofoIen K mkady U BbIHYJ OTTYIa CBOM KpacHbIN IL1aml. 3aTeM
MOBEPHYJI €r0 MyroBUllaMU K [I)KOHY M pacKpbll BHYTPEHHIO YacTh oAeXpl. To, 4To mpeacTano
nepen [JxoHom, ObuTo Heonrcyemo. [lnamy okazaicsi COBCeM He TAKMM MPOCTHIM: BHYTPEHHSIS CTO-
poHa OblTa Kak Oy[ITO c/ielaHa U3 MHOXECTBA IIECTePEHOK, MPYKUH U BCEBO3MOKHBIX MEXaHU3MOB.
Ho Gonbliie Bcero BHUMaHUE MPHBJIEKA OONBIION 00pyY, HAXOAMBIIMICS TOCEPEANHE U CBETHB-
IIAKCS SIPKUM TOITyOOBaTBIM CBETOM.

JIKOH He MOT BBIJABUTH U3 ceOs HU 3BYyKa. [lake MpOCTOil yAMBIEHHBIN «aX» Ka3aJcs eMy
HEBO3MOXHBIM. Ero 3aBopaxuBajo ABMKEHHE BCEX ITHUX MeXaHM3MOB. OTOpBaTh OT HUX B3MJISIA
ObL10 HeBO3MOXHO. U eciit Ob1 He Meppu, 3aXJIONMHYBIINN TUIAIN U YOPaBIIMA ero oOpaTHO B ImKad,
JIXKOH Tak M MpOCTOsLT ObI 3716Ch, HABEPHOE, 11ETYI0 BEYHOCTb.

— Hy kak? — cnpocui ¢ BocroproM Meppu, cypoBOCTbh KOTOPOT'O CMEHWJIACh MPEKHUMU Hece-
PbE3HOCTBIO M CAMOYBEPEHHOCTHIO.

—Yro0...37T0... 661107 — cipocu [I)KOH, Tereph Aaxke He TMBITAsCh CIePKaTh CBOETO YIMBIICHUSI.

—3ro 66wt [Tnam Mcopo. OH ObUT c/ieiaH HeCKOIBKO BEKOB Ha3a/1 B 3HAMEHHTOM ctosuiie Teppa
Jy4IIMMH MacTepaMu CBOETO JIeJa.

— Otkyna oH y Bac? — JI’KOHa Tak ¥ paciMpaIo KeJaHue Y3HaTh O IUIallle MoOoblIe.

— 006 3TOM, £, YBBI, IOJKEH YMOJTYaTh, — OTBeTHII Meppu. — A Terieps uau. Otaoxaute ¢ ToMoM.
BeI 3acmykuiam OTIbIX.

JIOH ¢ oropueHreM ObUI BBIHYK/IEH MOKMHYTh KaoTy. OH yxke ObUI TOTOB OTKPBITH JBEPb
Y BBIATH, KaK BAPYT Meppu ero OKJIMKHYJT:

— Ha, IxxoH, caenaid nBe BenM 3a MeHs1. [lepBoe: 030BU OCTaJIbHBIX B KAlMTaHCKYIO KalOTy,
BTOpOE: JJaBail HA «ThI».

JIXKOH MOJTYa KMBHYJ M BBIIIES U3 KOMHATHI. [lepes HUM mpeacrana orpoMHasi mainyoa: Met-
POB MATHAALATH B INMPUHY U TPUAATH B IUTHHY. [1o 00a 6opTa nmayryosl pacrosaraioch MHOKECTBO
MyIIeK U siAep, CIOKEHHBIX PAIoM ¢ opyxkueM. [locepenuHe ObLM JBa CITycKa Ha BTOPYIO Maiyoy.
MauTsl pacrosioxkeHsl 1o O0KaM, OT HUX K OopTam KopaOJisi HaTSHYTH Oestble apyca. Tak ke ot 6op-
TOB HaBEPX BEJIM MHOXECTBO BEPEBOUHBIX TPOCOB, NMEPEIVIETEHHBIX M0 TPOE B BUE JIECTHULIBI, U TIPH
MOMOIIY HUX JAUPHKAOIL COSAMHSIICS C TUTAHTCKUX Pa3MepOB IIApOM OBAILHON (hOPMBI U 320CT-
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pEHHBIMU KOHIIaMU. OOepHYBIIKCh, [IKOH YBUIIEN BHICOKYIO KOPMY, HATTOMUHABIIYIO 3aMOK. Y JBYX
KpaéB pacrojiarajuch JUIMHHBIE JIECTHULBI, BEAYIIME K BEPXY KOPMbI — IIOMIAAKE CO IITYpPBAJIOM,
y KOTOpOro cervac crosi1 ['eHpu.

— Ixon! — Tom Gexan HaBcTpedy cBoeMy Jipyry. [lapeHb 0OepHYJICS U OTMETHII, YTO JIeBbIN
PYKaB IIpUsTEs MepenaykaH 3acoXIIeil KPOBbIO, a IUIEYO IJIOTHO IEPEMOTAHO TKaHbI0. — JIoc TOJIbKO
YTO 3aKOHYMJIA, — MosicHUT Tom, noiimas B3 JkoHa Ha cBoéM muiede. — Kyna 1ol mpomnan? {1 te6s
Be3Jie 0ObICKaICs!

— Meppu 0oT03Ba1 HA MUHYTY, — OTBETWJI [I)KOH 1, BU/Is1 HEIOHMMAIOIIMI B3IJIsA] Apyra, Ipo-
okt — OH XO4eT BUJETh BCEX B KalIMTAaHCKOM KaloTe.

— 4 uro-TO He paccibiai, M Meppu JeHCTBUTEIBHO XOUeT YCTPOUTh COOpaHue? — MOCIbI-
1aJICsl 3BYUHBIN TOJIOC, M K HUM nofickoun [Iutep u, He AaB ckas3arh Apy3bsM HU CJIOBA, IPOKPH-
yai: — D, Bu Bce! Ctapuk ycrpauBaeT oOiiee coOpanue! BoITh B KaMTaHCKOM KaloTe yepe3 IMSTh
cekyHq! — U oH, He 1okKKIasICh OTBETA, MOIIEN B KAITUTAHCKYIO KAIOTY.

Tom u [I)XOH NeperyisiHy/IMCh, OHSIIH, YTO JIeJlaTh HeYero, U HalpaBUIMCh K JAByM OOJIBIITNM
aBepsM. 3aiiis BHYTpb, OHU YBHUIEH OOJIBIIYI0 KOMHATY, TOJEIEHHYIO Ha ABE Kpyrible yactu. [lep-
Bast 0c000 HE BBIIENIACK, 3[IECh CTOSUI JIUIIb OOJBIION KPYIJIBIA CTOJ, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO YXe BCe
cobpasch. Bropas yacts OblTa MPUKPHITA IITOPOM, ¥ MOKHO OBUIO PA3IJIsAETh JIMIIb YaCTh OTPOM-
HOU JIByXMECTHOI KpOBaTy M OKHA M03aU HEE.

— JIxoH, — oOpatuicss Meppu. — Korna st ckazan: «JlaBaii Ha ,,ThI“», sl He UMeJI BBUY Ha3bIBaTh
MeHS, Kak 3axouelllb. To ecTb He Ha3bIBaTh MEHS CTAPUKOM.

— V3BunuTe, HO Ha BCIO MatyOy opain He s, a [Tutep.

— AX, BOT Kak JieJ10 Ob110. .. — Meppu npucTanbHO nocMoTpen Ha [urtepa.

— Ho... — Hauan Ob110 OTM3HEIT.

— JlaBaiiTe npuctynum, — ckazaja Meppu, SIBHO KeJaBIINi CMEHUTh Temy. — Tom, II>KoH, npu-
CaKMBaNTECh.

Tom cent B Kpeciio ¢ BLICOKOW pe3HOM CITMHKOM, Mesxk 1y [Tutepom u Pomxkepom. IkoH cen psiiom
¢ Jloc.

— Urak, — o6patuiics ko Bcem Meppu. — [laBaiite HaunéM. [lepBbiM gesoM s1 xoTtes Obl ooIa-
rOIApUTh KAXJOro 3a yvactue B HamieM nene. ['enpu, [Iurepa, Pomxepa — 3a OTJIMYHYIO OXpaHy.
JIioc — 3a MpeBOCXOAHYI0 pemuTeNbHOCTb. Tom, JIKOH — 3a Xopolnylo KoMrnanuo. — [lapau ynus-
JIEHHO TIeperISIHY/IMCh. — BTopoe, — mpogomkun Meppu. — Ham HeoOxoqumo pa3oOparthesi B yIpaB-
JIEHUUW 3TOW MaxWHbI, — OH OOBENI pyKamu BCIO KOMHaTy. — ['eHpH, 310 mopyyaio tede. — Bopomau
HaKJIOHWJI NIepeIHUIl KOHUMK CBOEW TPEYroJIKH, NOKa3blBasi, YTO CIIPABUTCS C 3aJJaHUEM. — TpeThe.
Hy:XHO MOmoHUT 3anackl 1 HaOpaTh KOMaHy IJIsl Halllero «kopaoms». Yerséproe. .. PazoOparbes
KO€ B 4€M, — CKa3aJl CTApHK TaKUM TAWMHCTBEHHBIM TOHOM, YTO BCEM CTasio He To cebde. — [Tutep,
Pomxep, — obparuiicst oH K Onu3Henam, Mpy 3TOM HACTOJBKO Pe3KO, YTO Te Jake B3APOTHYJIU. —
Bo Bpems orpabienus Bl 3a0uim TpeBory. [louemy?

BimzHelbl HeyBepeHHO NepersaHYJIUCh, CJIOBHO XOTEIU YTO-TO YTauTh OT CBOETO «KAITUTaHa».

— Ilocne Toro kak Thl MOCJAEIHUM CIYCTWIICS BHU3... — Havyanl [lutep. — Yepe3 mapy MUHYT
OXpaHa Ha BXOJI€ 3aBeJia pa3roBop.

— O 4ém oH ObUT? — posIoIKa paccpoc Meppw.

— Onu GecegoBaJIM O TOM, UTO XeJUIOYMH — BaKHBIN JeHb. Kak Obl 6e3 mpouciiecTBuil 000-
IIJIOCh, — TPOAOJIKII 3a Opara Pomkep. — VI TyT K HUM mogOeraeT OXpaHHUK, MPOBEPSIBIINAN HAC
Ha BXOJE, U COOOIIAeT, YTO B ApXMB MPOHUKIM rpadbutenu. Te ABoe TyT ke COpBAIUCH C MecTa
Y HaTpaBWJIMCh K BaM. Jlanbinie BbI 3HaeTe, — OpaThsi 3aKOHUMIIM CBOM PACCKa3 OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Xopoto, — ckazaia MeppH, CIIOBHO OH MBITAJICS HAUTH B ITO UCTOPUM HEUTO MOAO3PUTEITb-
Hoe. — Tenepp I'enpu. — ToT cTan BHUMaTENBHO Cilymiars. — Beyepom, korna Mel mpuHuManu Toma
u JI’koHa Ha 3aaHue, Tiepel] TeM Kak 51 BEpHYJICS C HUMH, YTO Thl Jieian?
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— Urpaun B kapthl. Thl 4TO, HE MOMHUIIIB? — CIIPOCKJI C SIBHO MOJJIE/IbHBIM YauBIIeHUEM [ eHpu. —
Thl € MOTOM U TIpepBaJl Urpy.

— C keM TbI urpai? — KOpoTko crpocui Meppu.

— Ha Ttak, ocob6o HE ¢ kem, — otBeTua ['erpu. — [Ipocto urpoku, HuUIMe, TbsHUIBL. OauH
ObLT Ooniee-MeHee HUUero. ['oBOpuil oH Kak-To crpaHHoBato. C JIErKUM IIUIIeHUEM B rojioce. Beex
paccripanmsai — KTO OHH, 3a4eM B TOpOJ] MPUObLIH. .. MeHsI OH TOXe MOCIpaIlIuBall.

— Yro Tel eMy OTBeTUJ1? — HEe YHUMAJICS Meppu.

— To xe, uto 1 Bce: 3apaboTarh Mpuexa, MOTOProBarh.

— A Kak OH BBIIJISIJIEN, 3TOT UTPOK?

— 51 He 3Ha10. OH OBUT B KaIIOIIOHE.

— XOpoIIo. .. — TaK *ke, Kak ¥ B POLUIBIA pa3, cka3as ctapuk. — Tenepb. .. [xoH. e Tl ObLT
¢ TomoMm Bclo HOUB?

— Tam, Kyaa Bbl HAC OTBEJIU, — B ClIAJIbHE, — OTBETWJI [[7KOH.

— Torna Kyza Tel BBIXOAWJI € caMoro ytpa? — nonpammsail Meppu.

— 4 uckan Hamy Belllb, — cKazail [[KoH.

— A o npu6biTus B [TopT BB HU C K€M He 00IIaInch?

— Hy... 6bi1 omuH 3HakoMbIil y Toma. OH xoten Hac nonOpocuTh 10 Topryru. Ho s ¢ Hum
BoOOIIIe He odmacs, a Tom pazropapuBall ¢ HUM ToibKO B CaHT-Jlyw.

— Cnymait, Meppu, Thl 4ero 310 TyT AONPOC YCTparBaelllb, Kak Oy/ATo mpeaaresis uies?! —
Bo3MyTwiIcs Pomxep.

— [a, B npuHUMIIE, S 3TUM U 3aHUMAIOCh, — MTOKaJI TUIeYaMu Meppy HEOXKUIAHHO AJIs1 BCEX.

— B cmbicnie? — ¢ yauBiIeHHEM | MOsIBJIEHHEM JIETKOTO THEBa MEePecIipOCHIN OIM3HELIbI.

— Her, g umen B BUly HECKOJIBKO Jpyroe, — cka3ail Meppu. Tyt oH Bcras U, CJIOBHO M3UBast
ayury, npousHec: — ['ocnoga, HaC MOACTABUIIA.

— To ectb kak noacraBuu? — yauBwics JKoH.

— JloBko, — otBeTHI1 Meppu. — BO3MOKHO, Bbl HE 3aMETWIIM, HO BCEX BAC s CIPAIIKBAJ O TOM,
YTO OHM KOMY TOBOPHJIM, YTO OT KOTO CIIBIIIAIM U TOMY M0I00HOe. BCE 3TO 51 BBISICHST HE MPOCTO
tak. [TocnenHee BpeMs s cTas 3ameyars HEKOTOpble cTpaHHbIe Bely. He 3Hato TouHO, HO, BO3MOXKHO,
Bbl TOXKE 3aMETHJIU, YTO KTO-TO CJIEAUT 32 HAMHU.

— Ha. Tak oHo u ectb. Ho Kakas cBsA3b MEXKAYy CIEKKOU M TEMU BELIaMH, O KOTOPBIX Thl HAC
crpamvBai? — HegoymeBasl [{koH.

— Ecnu npucMoTpeTbesi, TO MOKHO OOHApYKUTb, UTO BO BCEX BAIlIMX PACCKa3aX €CTh KTO-TO
MOCTOPOHHUM, Ka)XYIIMNACS HETPUMETHbIM ITPOCTAKOM, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie SIBJISIONIMIACS OIacHe-
IIMM YEJIOBEKOM.

— W KTO %€ 3TO MOKeT ObITh? — CrOpajiv OT HETEPIIeHUsT OJTM3HEIIbI.

— Hajo BRIYMCANTE €ro U MpUAYHIINTh, YTOO HE MyTaJICs MOl HOTaMH M He CO3JaBal JIMIITHUX
nipo6emM! — mpodacwit ['eHpr 1 cenal XapakTepHBIH KeCcT pyKaMHu.

— Bor TyT g ¢ TOOOW, yBH, He cornaceH, — mpepBan Oopomaya Meppu. — Bo-miepBbix, MbI
HE 3HaeM, KTO 3T0. BO-BTOpBIX, MbI HE 3HAaEM O €r0 HaMepeHUsIX. B-TpeTbux, HaM HEU3BECTHO, APYT
OH HaM WJIY Bpar.

— Ho kak Mbl 3TO caiesiaem, eciu y Hac jiake CBeIeHUI 0 HEM HeT? — cripocui Tom.

— Tyt 51 TOXE C TOOOH He cornanrych, — oTBeTHI Meppu. — OHO CBelieHue y Hac BCE Xke eCTb,
Y ThI €r0 TOJIBKO YTO Ha3Bal. TO MyKUMHA. OJJTHAKO MbI HE 3HAEM, CKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK CTOUT 3a BCEM
3TUM. MOXeT, Mbl BUJIEJIM Pa3HBIX JIIOEH, a MOXKET, OQHOTO U TOro ske. Eciu 310 oguH 4esoBek,
TO, KeM Obl OH HH ObLJI, OH JITMOO HEBEPOSITHO OBICTP U JIOBOK, JIUOO CKpbITeH. VIHaYe 0ObSICHUTH €ro
crosb ckopoe npudsiTHe B [Topt-Cenuan HeBo3MoxHo. Eciu Tobko oH He... O 60ke. .. — BHE3aITHO
IpepBaJl CBOU paccyxaeHus Meppu.

— YT0 Takoe? — CripoCuIu Bce pa3oM. — Thl YTO-TO BCHOMHMII?
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— ben Cresuiop, — equHCTBEHHBIE JBa cj1oBa npousHéc Meppu. [locteneHHo 1o ero Juily crajia
pacrnon3arbCs MUPOKast yIbIOKa.

— Meppu? — BCTpeBOKEHHO cITpocuJ [IxoH.

— Kak s cpagy He goragancsi! — BOCKJIUKHYJ Meppu.

— O uém He poragaics? — cripocui Tom.

— Benpb Bcé Ha moBepxHOCTH! — MPOJOIKA paccyskaaTth Meppu, COBEpIIIEHHO HE CJIBIIIABIIUI
BOIPOCOB TOBAapULIEH. — S 3Ha10, KTO 3a HAMHU CJIeJ1JT! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH M HayaJl JIMXOPaI0uHO pac-
cyxaath BCnyx: — ben Cteiop — OTOMTBIN Ha TOJIOBY KJIAJIOUCKATEb, BEJIMKUI YUEHBIA M 3HATOK
Bcero mupa. [ToObIBas rae TonbKo MoxHO. CunTascs moruOmmmM Oonee IBaIATH JIET, ¥ BOT, HAKO-
Hell, OH Bo3Bpaiaercs B urpy! Tom, ToT, ¢ keM Tbl roBoprl B Cant-Jlym, Obu1 Ben. ['enpu, 10T, KTO
¢ To60# urpai, 6uu1 beH. ToT, KTO JOTOXKIIT HA HAC oXpane, Toxke beH. Cripocute, Kak OH Tak OBICTPO
noopaics o IMopra? Jlerko. Yepes O3épnyto nonmuuy. OH 3HaeT e€ Kak CBOU IATh MaJIbIIEB, HEe pa3
obiBas TaM. Hy, Bc€ cxomurcs!

— OnHy MuHYTY, — ipepBaj pasMsliiuieHuss Meppu Pomkep. — Ecii aToT, Kak Tl ckazan, ben
Cresutop BOCKpecuI1 caMoro ce0si U CIeIUT 3a HaMH, TO 3a4eM eMy 3TOo MoHaaoomnock? U moyemy
THI YBepeH, uTo beH ceftuac, Hy v Obu1, B Cenmane?

— OTBeyaio Ha epBbIid BONPOC, — poaokmi Meppu. — 3auem emy Bce 3to. [lepen cBoeii cmep-
ThIO, KOTJ]a MBI C YOJITEPOM aKTUBHO OXOTHJIMCh Ha HETO, OH YIIOPHO UCKAJI MECTO, YTOOBI CITPSATATHCS,
1 HaOpén Ha nedanbHO u3BecTHble ObOMOHCKYe remmephl. Y momeén tyaa. Yepes Henelmo y oHOro
13 BXOJIOB HAIIUTA OOTJIONAHHBINA TPYH C OTOPBAHHOW rojioBoi. [1o onexe OblI0 MOHSTHO, YTO 3TO
Ben. Toraa pemmiu, 4to XuTper ymep, HO, BUAUMO, 3TOT YUEHBII IepeXuTpuil Bcex. Benp HeTpyIHO
ObLIO HAWTH KaKOW-HUOY/Ib CKEJIET B MECTE, TJIe TOJTHO OCTPO3yObIX, HALIEIUTH CBOIO ONIEKY U OCTa-
BUTD y Bxoza. [Ipu nocienneit Haiieid BecTpeue oH ckaszai MHe: «[ToMHw, s e1ié BepHyCh, YTOObI HAUTH
e€!» DTu cIoBa MOKa3aIuch OpeioM, HO, BUAHO, BeHy mpocTo HeoOXoarMMo ObLIO HAUTHU KaKyI0-TO
Belllb. BOoT OH 1 BepHyJics, 4TOOBI MPOIOIKUTH Aeso. Bropoit Bonpoc. OTKyna s 3Haio, uto beH xuB
u 61 B Cenmmasie? Bee mpocto. Mbl Bce ero BUIEH.

— I'ne? — JIxoH cTasl NpUNoOMHUHATh MECTa, I7le OHU MOIJIM YBUJIETh YeJIOBEKa, CKOpee BCEro,
JIeT TSITUJIECSTH.

— OxpaHHUK, — a1 MoJCKa3Ky Meppu.

Tyt no Ixona pouwno. «He sie3b He B cBOE A€o, beHn», — CJIOBHO HasiBYy MPO3BYYasu B rOJIOBE
CJIOBA 3aMKaIOUIErocs reapaenia.

— CepoBoJOCHI OXpaHHUK. .. — Ipou3HEC [IkoH. Bce moBepHyM royioBbl K HEMY.
— Monopen, IxoH, — ckazan Meppu.
— Cron. Bbl xoTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO TOT MOJIOAON OXPaHHMK, 3TO... — Hadas [lutep, HO cTrapuk

npepBaJ ero:

— Jla, na, 1a. DTo OH U ObLI.

— Ho Benp THI ckazan, uto ben ymep npumepHo aBaaiath Jet Hazaa. EMy TomkHO ObITh B paii-
OHE IIATUACCATHU, HO HE ABAaJALaTHU ITSATH, — CKa3aJl HI/ITep.

— IloBepp mue, ben Cresutop ObUT MPEBOCXOAHBIM HcKaTesneM. OH HepeMeHHO CMOT HANTh
YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO YJIyUIIUTb OBl €r0 COCTOsIHUE. UTO X, 51 JIyullie He Oyay Neperpykarb Bac paccka-
3aMU Ha HOUb s, [ToroBoprM 00 3TOM 3aBTpa. A ceifuac yxe, HaBepHoe, Bce ycrau. [lapaiite-ka
Ha O0KkoBY10. Becem 10 3aBTpa! — 3akoHUMII MeppH 1 yIIEN BO BTOPYIO YacTh KalOThl. Bce mocteneHHo
CTaJIA BBIXOJUTH HAPYXKY.

— Bul Bce uaure. S nocromw y mrypBaia, — ckaszai [ 'enpu.

— Tomm, — ckazan IxxoH ToMy, u oHM 00a CITyCTUJIMCh HA BTOPYIO MaixyOy, BeIOpamm cede
IO KaloTe U, HE rOBOPA HU CJIOBA, OTIIPABUJIUCH CIIATh.

JIKOH 3am1€N B CBOIO KaloTy. DT0 OblIa HEOObINAs YIOTHASI KOMHATA C KPYIJIBIM OKOIIIKOM, TTOJ
KOTOpBbIM cTosi1a TyMOa. CiieBa OT BXofia — 3acTesieHHast KpoBaTb. CripaBa — mkad v O1mke K OKHY —
MMCbMEHHBIN CTOJI.
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JIKOH CHsUT ¢ cebsl KaM30JI, TPEYroJKy, Carlord M, pa3loXuB BCE B mIKag, JEr Ha KPOBaTh.
Emy B royioBy s1€311 pasinyHbie BOIIPOCH N0 1noBoay 3toro bena Creiuiopa, HO, B KOHIIE KOHILIOB,
YCTAJIOCTh B3slJIa CBOE, U MapEeHb MPOBAJIUIICS B TITyOOKHI COH.
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I'naBa nsaras
Kanmran Yourep — BOOpY:KéH U onaceH

JI>KOHY BCIO HOUb CHUJIUCH KOIIMapbl. OH HIEN 10 IJIMHHOMY TEMHOMY KOPUJOPY, IIOTOM IpO-
Xo[ IpUoOPEN (popMy TOTHOKHS BLICOKOTOPHOTO XpeOTa. [IKOH MOAXOMMI K OTPOMHOMY TIPOXOLLY
Kyaa-To BOIyOb. OH 3aMETHII, UYTO OKOJIO MPOXO/A JIKUT (purypa, HamoMUHamImas yeaoseka. [[xxoH
noaxoout Omke. Harnbaercs v BUOUT, YTO 9TO TOJIBKO CKEJIET C OCTATKAMU OOITIOHAHHOW IUIOTH.
Jo cityxa mapHsi JOHOCUTCSI Kakoi-To 3BYK. I’kOH oOopaumBaercsi. M3 mpoxoma Ha HEro CMOTPST
IBa KpacHbIX r1a3a. OHM pe3ko MpUOIMIKAIOTCs, TPUHOCS 3a coOoi ThMy. I71a3a HaneTatoT Ha [ )xoHa
C Iylepa3aupaiouM KpukoM. TOT 3aKpbIBaeT roJIoBy pyKamu, a KOrjia peiaeT orjisieTbCsl, BUIUT,
YTO OH yXke B nemepe. OHa Kpyriasi, ¥ B IEHTPE YTO-TO CBETUTCSI KpacHbIM. D10 map. [[koHa TSHeT
K HEMY, HO MapeHb OCTAHABJIMBAETCS U pellaeT YIuTH.

— JI>KOH. .. — BOBET €ro 4eu-To rojioc, TUXUH U MejaoaudHblid. HescHo, Jeld OH, CIIBIIIHO TOJIBLKO
OIIHO CJIOBO «J[OH» ...

Tot obopaunBaetcs, HO, KpOMe Hero, B ielepe HUKOro HeT. CIIOBHO Iap cam C HUM 3arOBOPHIT
U TIO[I3bIBAET K ceoe.

— JIKOH. .. — CHOBA pazfajcs rojioc. — [IKoH. ..

[Tapens nogna€res xKeaaHuIo MOIOUTH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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