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1759 ron. Poccuiickas umnepus. Ha ycanpOy IMammkoBbix Hamagaet pa3ooMHUYbS
1aiika B30yHTOBABIIUXCSI KpeCThsiH. Beio cemblo 1BOpsiH [TamkoBeix yOUBaIoT.
EnuHcTBeHHas1, KoMy yaaercs cnactuch, — Karioma [lamkoBa. Yoerast ot
pacrpaBbl pa300MHUKOB B 3MMHUI TEMHBIH JIeC HOUbIO, BOCEMHAIIATUICTHSISI
JeBYIIIKA HEOKUJIAHHO BCTpevyaeT He3HAKOMIIa, OOUTaTe sl JIECHOM YaIlu, y
KOTOPOTo MpocuT nomorim. OAHaKO HaMBHAs JIEBYIIIKA aXe He MOJ03peBaeT

0 TOM, YTO IOCJIE TOrO TOMAIET B «KalKaH», U3 KOTOPOro He TaK IMPOCTO
BBIPBaThCS HA CBOOOMY....... Ot aBropa: f nuiry npo X-XIXB. pycCKOU UCTOPUM.
B Moux KHUrax ornucaHbl peajiui TeX BEKOB C 3aKOCTEHEJIBIM MaTprUapXxaToM B
OTHOIIEHUSIX, TIABEHCTBYIOIIUM TOJIO)KEHUEM MYKYUHBI U KEHIIUHAX, KOTOPbIE
ObLTU BBIHYK/ICHBI TOAUMHSTHCS, TAKOB ObUT YKJIAJ )KU3HU 001ecTBa. B Moux
KHUTax HeT adblo3a Kak MOIJIO Obl MoKa3aThcs. Hanuimu st mpo paBeHCTBO JKEHIUH
TOTO BpEMEHH, PO AEBUIl KPUYAIIIUX O CBOEM «SI», PO HEKHBIX €TUHOPOTOB —
9TO OyNIeT JIOXKb. S MUIly poMaHbl OCHOBAHHBIE HA UCTOPUYECKUX (paKkTax. DTO
peasibHasi MpaBjia O TOM BpeMEHHU U HpaBax
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Apuna TemioBa
JIeCHOHM KHA3b

OT aBTOpa

MYKI/I JII0OBU 4acTO 3aCTAlOT BpacCIlIOX, HEKJAHHO U HETAJAHHO. ,HOCTEITO“IHO OJHOro B3Ij14d4a,
OJHOIo ABMXCHMUA, OI[HOfI BCTpEYH, YTOOBI HaBCeraa MpomnacTtb B OMyTE JOOMMBIX IJ1a3. ..

Thl posk/ieHa BOCIUIAMEHATD
BoobGpaskeHnue 1mosTos,

Ero TpeBOXUTH U IIEHATD
JI1000BHO¥ ’)KMBOCTBIO IPUBETOB,
BocTouHo# cTpaHHOCTBIO pevel,
bancranbeM 3epKajibHBIX Oueil
N 3101 HOXKKOI0 HECKPOMHOM. . .
Thl posk/ieHa /17151 Hero TOMHOW,

Jlia ynoenus crpacren!
A.C. Ilymkun
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IIPOJIOI'. CTtpamHasi cka3ka

Poccwiickas nmniepusi, Cankt-IlerepOyprckas ryoepHus,
nomectbe [lamkoBbix, 1749 roa, Anpeins

BeuepHsis neTHsis npoxiaga onyctuiiack Ha moMectbe. [llyM BEKOBBIX COCEH U TPesId HOUHBIX
NITUL IPOHUKAJIM B IPUOTKPHITOE OKHO JIeBUYbEH criajibHU. M JHIb Hajiekuid Jiail JBOPOBBIX COOAK
TO ¥ JIeJIo Hapymian TuimHy. [lomymMpak KOMHATHI OcBellaia OHA-€IMHCTBEHHAs CBeYa.

— Hantommka, Munasi, paccKka)u cKasky, — HOIpocusia MajieHbkas Kariora, ycrpeMyB poH3U-
TeJIbHBI HAUBHBIN B30p HA MPUATHYIO MMOJTHOBATYIO CTAPYIIIKY.

EBpnokus HukutruHa nonpasuiia ofesiiblie y CTapiieil IeBsATiieTHel JIN30HbKY, KoTopas yke
Jie’kaia B CBOel MOCTeNH, U, TIOEeJIOBAaB PYCOBOJIOCYIO IEBOYKY B JIOOMK U MEPEKPECTUB ee, 00epHY-
sachk K Kariome.

— Bce ObI TeOe, cTpeko3a, CKa3Ku CIyIIaTh, — C JI0OOBBIO MOXKYpPUJIA JEBOYKY HSIHS, KPAXTS,
HarpaBWJIach K KpOBaTKe BTOPOM JEBOYKH U yceslach Ha €€ MOCTeb.

Cemunetnss Karioia, yxe 4yTh MPUMOTHSIBIINCH HA JIOKTSIX, IPUBETIIMBO YIbIOHYIach EBf0-
kuu HukuTnaHe, cBepKasi B TEMHOTE SIPKMUMU TOJIyObIMU TJIa3KaMHU.

— Jloxkuch Ha MOAYIIKY-TO, — BeJiesa JIACKOBO HSIHSI IEBOYKE U IPOBeJIa PyKOH 10 ee TEMHOBO-
JIOCOM TOJIOBKE, YJILIOHYBIINCH B OTBET. KaTiola mocyiHo OnycTHIach U, BHITAIMB TOHKUE PYYKH
M3-TIOJ] OfIeslIa, BHUMATEJILHO IOCMOTpEIa Ha HAHIO. — OX, OMATh CBOM INISIEJIKM YCTaBUIIA, — TIOXKY-
puna ee crapymka. — [oBopuia ke Tebe, He CMOTPY TaK MPUCTAIBHO Aa MmpsiMo. JleBylka JomKHa
r71a3a oIy AepKarh.

— Oryero *e, HAHW0IIKA? — yIuBJIeHHO cripocuia Karroma.

— OTTOro 4to NEBUYMIA CTHII UMETh HAJI0. A TBOU-TO IJIa3KHM YK OOJBHO XOPOIIM Ja SIPKH,
KOXaHOUYKa MOsl, — JIACKOBO 3aMeTusia Epnokust HukutiuHa, monpasisist OfesiyIko JeBOYKH U TJajs
ee 1o pyuke. — CHHB-TO IJIA30K CBOMX HEOECHBIX ThI MMOJ] PECHUYKAMU MPsIub, a TO JICIIUI YBUAUT
UX JIa YTAIUT TeOs B vary.

— Kak 310 yTamuT? — uicnyraHHo npoJernerana eBOYKa.

— A pasBe Jemive u BIOpaBay ecTh? — TYT ke MOAXBATUIIA 3aMHUPAIOLIUM To0ckoM JIuza, 4yTh
MIPUTIOAHSIBIIIMCH HA KPOBATKE U CMOTPS B CTOPOHY HSIHHU.

— A Kak ke, — KMUBHYJIa co 3HaHueM Jjiena EBnokus Hukurnuna. — OH B JpeMydeM Jiecy KUBET.
Ha monei, koTopble 3a0yIMINCh, K cebe B yallly Ha 00JI0Ta 3aMaHUBAET, & CAMbBIX KPACUBBIX JEBOK
caM KpajerT.

— A 0aTioIIKa roBOPHT, YTO JIEIMX Ha CAMOM JieJie HeT U 9TO BCe CKa3Ku, — BCrioMHmIa JInza.

— 9TO MOTOMY, YTO OH HE BUJEJ €r0. A HApO/I-TO MpaBAy CKa3bIBaeT. Tak 4To OOHU, IXOHTOBbIE
MOH, B JIEC HE XOTHTE.

— A Kak ke 3eMJISIHUKY JieCHYI0 cooupaTh? — cripocuiia KaTioma.

— Bepure ¢ coO0 KOro U3 IBOPOBBIX WU U3 JIEBOK CEHHBIX, 4 TO MATYIIIKA Ballla OYeHb Teva-
JIMThCS OY/IET, €CIIH JICIIUH YTAIUT Bac B CBoe JIOTOBO. OH YK CTPACTh KaK KPacUBBIX JIEBOK JIIOOUT
3aMaHUBaTh B CBOU JIEOPH.

— A 3a4eM eMy JIeBKH?

— OH uX NMpUBOPAXUBAET Ja B )KeHbI ceOe OepeT. 3aTeM OHU JielTaliuaT pokaioT. A JIEBHIIbI TaK
Y XKUBYT, TOPEMBIYHbIC, B JieCy, MO0 BBITU U3 3aKOJIOBAHHOW Yallld HE MOTYT, OTTOrO YTO JIEHINIA
UM TPOIIbl HE MOKa3bIBAET.

— A Kak y3HaThb 3TOro Jiellero, Kakoi oH? — MmouHTepecoBaiach Tuxo Karioma, 3amupasi ot
cTpaxa.

— Jla Moy CKasbiBalOT, YTO OOJMK €ro pasHblid ObiBaeT. MOXeT MPUBHUIETHCS OH POCTOM C
JEepeBO, & MOXKET U KapIMKoM. OJeKU-TO Y HEro JIoOXmMarthle U3 LIKYP Ja Kopsl iecHou. Ha denoBeka
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MOXOX, TOJIBKO CTPAIIHBIN Ja 0OpPOCHINIA BeCh. A I71a3a-TO Y JIEIIEro Bcerja 3ejieHble, KOJIOBCKHUE,
TaKKe, YTO MOTYT 3aCTaBUTh YeloBeKa 3a0bITh 000 BCEM M JJOM CBOM, U POJHIO. . .

— Hanromka, MHe cTpaiiHo. A BAPYr HAc TOXe JIeHMUi YKpajaeT? — nponenerana JIM3oHbKa,
KOTOpasi OblIa XOTh U CTapIlieid, HO Oosee OOs3IMBOM, YeM mulaamas cecrpa Karenbka.

— Bot nostomy 1 roBopio BaMm, KOXaHOUYKH MOM, I71a3a-TO OIyCKAaWTe Jja OJHU HE TYJsITe 1Mo
necy, — OOBSICHUIIA HSHS C JTIOOOBBIO.

— Ho kax e, HSHIOIIKA, a pa3Be HUKTO HE MOXET TOMOYb STUM HECUACTHBIM JIeBUIIaM ? — BAPYT
cripocuiia Karrora, kotopast Obiia JIOBOJILHO OOMKOU JeBUYYIIKON. — Pa3Be jkeHUX JIeBUIIBI HE MOXET
yOUTb 3TOTO JIEIIETO U BHI3BOJIUTH ee U3 Jieca?

— Ecimm xeHux OTBaXHUTCS B 3aKOJIOBAHHYIO JIECHYIO Yallly WATH 32 HEBECTOM CBOEH, TO,
KOHEYHO, MOKET TMOMBITATHCS CIIACTHU JIEBHILY, €C/v HaiineT ee. Ho yOuTh-TO Jielero HeBO3MOXHO, —
3aBOPAKMBAIOLIMM IOJIOCOM MTPOM3HECA HAHS. — Beib OH IyX JIECHOM. .. 1 0OIMYbsI IPUHUMATD BCSI-
KHE MOXKET... Ja U HEBUIUMBIM CTaTh... OJOJIETh €0 HUKAK HEJIb34. ..
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YACTD IIEPBASL. Byps

Kymona ropsr, B Boiocax BeHell,
3a CIUHOM CTOAT OpaThs U OTelIl,
Bepio s, Bor nmpoctut rpex Mol nociaeaHui

Vkpaay Te0s 51 Ha 1J1a3ax y Beex...
CrnoBa E.Baeuru
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I'naBa I. MsarTex

Cankrt-IlerepOyprckas ryoepnusi, Kanopckuit yesn,
ycanp0a AnekcanapoBka, 1759 ron, Hosopb

Beuepnwii momympak okytan umenue [lamkoBeix. TeMHast GuOIMoTeka Ha BTOPOM STaxe jaepe-
BSIHHOTO YCa/IeOHOTO JIOMa 03apUJIach CBETOM SIPKUX (haKesIoB, TOpSIIMX Ha yaule. [Jukue Kpruku Bo
ABOpe ¥ cTpesbOa 3actaBuiy Kariorny ObICTPO OTIOKHUTh KHUTY U MOAOUTH K OKHY. CKBO3b MHEM
yepes XOJIOJHOE CTEKJIO IEBYIIIKA €/1Ba Pa3IIsiesia MHOKECTBO HE3HAKOMBIX JIIO/IEN Ha 3aCHEKEHHOW
ynuiie. Heckonbko Ji0KUH O0pOIaThiX MYKMKOB B TEMHO-CEPBIX 3UIYHAX, C PYKbSIMH U KPACHBIMU
pasropsTYEHHBIMU JIMIIAMH, 3aIOJIHSUIM TIOUTH BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO OKOJIO JIOMA, CTPEsis U3 pyXKei,
1 KECTOKO JIPAJIMCh C JBOPOBBIMU CIIyTaMH, KOTOpbIe BbIOeKaan Ha JBOp. Heckonbko HamagaBImx
OBbLITM BEPXOM.

Konen, napcreoBanus EnuzaBersl IleTpoBHBI O3HaMEHOBAICS HECIIOKOMHBIM BPEMEHEM.
HewnmoBepHbIi THET 1 OecrpaBre Hapoja, KOTOpbIe yXKECTOUMIIUCH B TIpaBieHue gouepu [lerpa, npu-
BEJIM K MHOTOUYHMCIIEHHBIM OYyHTaM M HEIOBOJILCTBY KPECTbsiH. B Te roisl BO MHOTMX POCCHUICKHX
ryOepHHSIX CIIOHTAHHO BO3HUKAJIM ¥ MHOKMJIUCH Pa300MHIYAITH IAHKH, KOTOPbIE MOTOIHSITUCH Oer-
JILIMU KPETMIOCTHBIMU KPECThSIHAMU U COJIIaTaMU-/Ie3epTHpaMy. ATaMaHbl OaHIUTCKUX OTPSIIOB Tpe-
OOBaH JIEHET y TOMEIIMKOB, YTPOkKasi pacipaBo.

Paz0oitHukw, BbILIEIINE U3 HAPOIA, KIJIHA YCaabObl, MyUMJIM ¥ YOUBAJIH JII0fIeH, OECUNHCTBO-
BaJIM Ha peKax, HalaJajii Ha MPOE3:KUX, OCKBEPHSUIN J1axke LIepKBU. KpecTbsHCKME BOTHEHNU S BCIIbI-
XMBAJIM MMOBCIOlY, MHOIJIA MOJ1 caMmbiM HOcoM umneparpulipl. Ensa npop Enusasetst [leTpoBHbI epe-
oupasicss B MoCKBY, MOCTyIaiM CBeJieHns 00 ycuiieHnu pa3doeB u rpadexkeii B Cankrt-IletepOypre.
A Korja rocygapbiHsi BO3Bpalagach 0OpaTHO B CTOJHILY, TYT K€ LM JOKJaAbl O MacCOBBIX Oec-
YMHCTBaX M yOmiicTBax B MOCKOBCKOH ryoepHud. [IpaBUTebcTBO OBUIO BBIHYKAEHHO MOCTOSHHO
OTIPABJISATH BOGHHBIE OTPs/Ibl HA BHIPYOKY Jieca 1o 00e cTopoHsl JoporH ot [letepOypra 10 MocKBbI
st obecriedeHrs1 0e30MacHOCTU U YCMHUPEHHUsT HEIOBOJIBHBIX KpecThbsiH. OHAKO BCe 3TH Mephl He
UMeJH J0JDKHOro 3¢ dekta, u pa30oNHUKH, He O0sICh THEBA TOCYJApbIHU, BEPUIMIM CBOM CyI Ha
HEYTOHbIMU UM IOMEUIUKAMM.

Karioma He pa3 cibilana jeeHsImume KpoBb paccKkasbl 0 OECUMHCTBAX Pa300MHUKOB B COCEI-
HUX UMEHHSX U MOPaXeHHO OCO3HANA, YTO TeNepb 3TU AUKHE JIIOAM HAlali Ha ycaap0y ee poauTe-
neit. OHa BCTIOMHWIIA HEJABHUI CITy4aiiHO YCJIBIIIAHHBINA Pa3roBOp OTIIa ¢ MaTepbio. Bacunmit ®efio-
poBuu [amkoB ObUT OUeHb 00ECTIOKOEH OEeCYMHCTBAMU Pa300MHNYbEN MalKK, KOTOpast MOsSBUIIACH B
OKpYTe U YK€ COBEpLIMIa 1B 3BEPCKUX HarnajeHus Ha tore ye3zaa. Oren Karonm yxe 1oropopuics ¢
COCEIHUMH MOMENMKaMU cOOpaTh HEOOBIION OTPsI BOOPYKEHHBIX JIOAEH /711 OXPaHBI BIAJCHUI.
Ho, Bunumo, He ycnen. U celiuac 3Tv oXajJbHUKY BOPBAIMCh UMEHHO K HUM B UMEHME.

OmapameHHbM 1uKuM B3opoM Katioma cmortpena Ha ynuiy. Mcnyranabie u 6e30pyxKHbIe
JIBOPOBbIE MY KHUKH BCE K€ MBITAJICh OCTAHOBUTH Pa3bsPEHHYIO IaKy pa30OMHUKOB, KOTOpas, Oe3-
’KaJIOCTHO PacHpaBJIsIsICh CO CIIYTaMH, CTPEMIIACH ITPOPBATLCS KO BXOAY B OapCKUI OCOOHSIK, HaMe-
peBasach pa3rpabuTh rOCMOACKUIA I0M. BiieTHbIM JIMIIOM JIeBYIIIKA IIPUHUKJIA K MPOTAIMHE HA OKHE
W, 3aMepeB OT ykaca, cieania 3a mpoucxofsammMm. OHa OTYETIMBO yBUAENA ABYX Pa3OONMHUKOB,
KOTOpbIe OBICTPO pa3/ieNaBIINCh C JABOPHUKOM, NOOMBAIM paHEeHOro Kydepa Miblo. A HECKOJIBKO
CTPAIIIHBIX B3JIOXMAYEHHBIX MYKHUKOB, BOOPYKMBIIUCH OPEBHOM, JIOMAJIM BXOJHYIO JBepb. Katiora
UCITyTaHHO OTBEPHYJIACh OT OKHA U MpUKaJIach K JUIMHHON MOPThEpE, HE B CUJIaX MOLIEBEIUTHCS OT
OXBATUBIIIETO €€ CTpaxa.

Katioma Oputa miaaiied qodyepplo OTCTaBHOrO mopyurka Bacumms Penoposuya Ilamikosa,
nsopsinuHa [letepOyprckoii rydepuun. badymka Katiomm mo mateprHCKO#N TMHAM ObLIa TYPYaHKOM,
KoTopyto B3su1 B 1wieH [aBpuna Kynames, nen Kationm, npu ocaje Typerkoil Kpernoctu Bo Bpems
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PYCCKO-TYpeLKoil BOiHbI ITpu nipasieHuu [lerpa Benvkoro. Briocnencreuu mieHHast TypuaHka 1npu-
HslJla IPAaBOCJIaBUE M BbIlLUIA 3aMyxk 3a ['aBpuity lanunoBuya. A 3areM poania eMy Tpex Jo4epei,
B UMCJIe KOTOpBIX Oblia M Matymika Karomm, Anna [aBpunoBHa. B 1739 romy AnHa oOBeHYasnach
¢ Bacunuem ®enoposuuem IlamkoBeiM 1 nepeexana xuth B MockBy. CIycTs roj y 4eThl poau-
J1ach A0Yb, KOTOPYIO Ha3BaJM B YeCTh UMIiepaTpuibl EnmzaBetoil. ta Obula XOpoIIeHbKasi IeBOYKa
C PYChIMH BOJIOCAMH U TOyObIMHU I71a3aMu. A B 1741 rony AnHa ['aBpusioBHaA nomapuiia MyxKy erie
OJIHy JE€BOYKY, KOTOpPYIO Ha3Baimu EkarepuHOM, B YecTh MOKOMHOUN OaOymiku. Beiiijisi B OTCTaBKYy B
1745 roay, Bacummii ®enopoBud [lammkoB noceanicsi CO BCeM CEMEUCTBOM B POJOBOM MMEHHUU B
copoka Bepcrax ot Cankr-IlerepOypra, Hegasieko oT ropoaka TocHo.

Ot cBoeit 6abymKku-TypyaHku Karioma yHacenoBaia sipKylo He0ObIUHYIO0 BHEIHOCTh. Kpa-
cota muaamiei noyepu IMamkoBbIX erle ¢ IeTCTBa MUIeHsIa BCceX BOKPYT. Y JIEeBYIIKU ObLIA TEMHbIE
T'YCThIE BOJIOCHI, OOJIbIIIME MUHJAJICBUIHBIC 7132 C YePHBIMU OapXaTHBIMU PECHUIIAMHU, SIPKUE TYObI,
MsTKasi TIOCTYIb, TMOKHMIA CTPOMHBIN CTaH M HECKOJIbKO KOIIAYbW JIBUKEHUS BOCTOUHBIX JKEHIIMH.
['maza HeGecHo-TOTyOOrO 1BETa, OJIeIHOE JIMIIO, U3SIIHBIE PYKH, TOHKHE YepPThI JIUIA, TAMHCTBEHHOE
OYapoBaHWE JOMAIIHEH TePEeMHON JEBYIIKM ObUTH MEPEIaHbl i C PYCCKON KPOBBIO TIPE/IKOB.

Bacummit @enopoBud ayiv He Yasii B MIIA/IIIEH T0YKe, TOCTOSTHHO JIacKaul ¥ 6anoBai ee. AHHA
["aBpuioBHA cama 3aHMMasIach BOCIMTAHUEM JEBOYEK M [IOUTH BCE CBOE BpeMs ITpoBoanIa ¢ JInzou u
Kareii. 3a mokiaAuCThIiA, MPUBETIIMBbIA HPaB XO3SUCKHUX JOUEK JIOOMIN BCe JBOPOBbIe. UYepe3 cemb
net y IMamkoBbIx ponuiics 10Aro)JaHHbI ManbyuK. Callla, MMEHHO Tak Ha3BaId chiHa IlalkoBbl,
ObLJT BECEJIBIM, PE3BBIM MAJIbUYTAaHOM M HU Ha CEKYH/1y HE OCTaBJIsUI B OKOE CTapimx cecrep. JKu3Hb
B noMecTbe IlalkoBbIX Mpoxoauia CIOKOWHO U yMUPOTBOPEHHO. M cyacTimBas ceMbsl HE MOIJIa
Ja’Ke Ha MUT [IPEeJCTaBUTh, YTO BCKOPE 3TO PAJOCTHOE BPeMs 3aKOHUMTCSI.

BHOBb OpocHB MCIyraHHbIid B30p BHM3 Ha yauily, Kars yBuaena, 4to pa30OMHUKMA HAKOHEI]
of1071eM 1yOOBYIO BXOIHYIO /IBEPh M BOPBAJIMCH BHYTpb jJoMa. OHa 3Haja, 4To OTel] C MaTephio B
TOCTHHOM, KaK OOBIYHO IO BeyepaM, IbIoT 4yail. JIuza, HaBepHOe, y ce0s1 B KOMHATe, Kak U MaJieHb-
kuii Cama. JleByika OpICTpo TiogOeskasia K e[Ba MPUKPHITOM ABEPH U 3amepiia ee Ha Kiod. [Tpuciio-
HUBILKCH K 3aKPBITON ABepU OMOMOTEKH, OHA Havyasia MPUCITYIIMBAThCS K 3ByKaM CHapyxu. Tsoke-
JIbIe TIIary, IIIyM JIOMAoIeicss MeOesH, UKW BOM JBOPOBBIX CITY’KaHOK M CTOHBI JOHOCHUTUCH JIO ee
yuiei. HeBuasimum omaneBmmM oT ykaca B3IJISAOM AEBYIIKAa CMOTpesa mepes coOOM, 1yBCTBYs,
YTO BpeMsi HEYMOJIIMMO O€XHUT U MpUOIKAeT ee K KpoBaBol pasBsske. [1o pacckasaM JABOPOBBIX
Katioma nmpekpacHo 3Hasa, 4To pa300MHUKN OOBIYHO YOUBAJIH BCIO CEMBIO TTOMEIIUKA U PEIKO KOTO
OCTAaBJISLIU B KMBbIX. B crieiylomuil Mur ee nopasuiy rpoMKre Kpyuky npsMo 3a asepblo. [loxonoznes
10 KOHUMKOB NIAJIBLIEB HOT, OHA YCTPEMMUJIA UCIIyTaHHbI B30p Ha JABEPHYIO PYUKY, KOTOpasl CUJIbHO
3aJeprajiach.

Barsan Katrormm 3ameTasicsi o TeMHOM KOMHATe C €IWHCTBEHHOW 3aX’KEHHOW CBeuell Ha
kaMuHe. OHa JMXOPaJO4YHO JyMasla, YTo Jesnarb. EAMHCTBEHHOE pelleHre, KOTopoe MPUIILIO el B
T'OJIOBY B 9TOT MOMEHT, 3aCTaBHUJIO CTPEMUTENILHO COpBaThcs ¢ MecTa. OHa Opocuiiach K IMCbMEHHOMY
CTONTy W, CXBAaTUB HOX Ui Oymar, 3acyHyJia ero B KapMaH JIErkKoro OeJioro miaths. Jlessue mpompl-
PABWIIO TKaHb, HO OCTAJIOCh B IUIAThE JIEBYIIIKH, 3alIENUBILUCh PYKOSATKOM 3a HU3 KapMmaHa. Kartiomia
MOKJISUIACh ce0e, UTo He AacT YOUTh ceOs Tak MpoCTo.

EnBa oHa cripsitasia HOX, Kak JBepb B OMOIMOTEKY C TPOXOTOM pacliaxHyJIach M Ha MOPOre KOM-
HaTbl OKa3asack purypa myxkuuHsl. Katioma, crosmias y crosna, pe3ko pa3BepHyJiach Ha 3ByK. [Ipu-
Iy pUBILKCH, OHA BIIEpWJIa HAMPSKEHHBIN B30P Ha YeJIOBEKa, BOILIEIIErO B MpayHylo OMOIUOTEKY.
TeMmHble, paciyIeHHbIE O IJIeYaM BOJIOCHI, 3aropesioe JIMIO U YepHbIE TJa3a MYKYUHBI ObLITH OYEHb
XOPOLIO 3HAKOMBI JieBylike. OlrapallieHHo I71as Ha Boiueauiero, Karioma npomenrana:

— 970 BHI, Mecbe?

KaTioma oruetnuBo y3Hana paHily3a, KOTOPBII CIIyXKWUJI y HUX B JIOME Mapy MeCSLEB Ha3ajl
ryBepaepoM. Ee Oariomka Hausn ®pancya JlaBasbe 11 0OyueHus eTeil (ppaHIly3CKOMY SI3BIKY U
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TaHuam. KaTs HejoyMeHHO MOprHyJia HECKOJIBKO pa3. MeHee BCero oHa 0okujana yBUAETb €ro 3/1eCh
Terepb.

— MHuoroyBaxaemasi Exarepuna BacuibeBHa, Moe MOuTeHUE, — CKa3al CIMIIKOM TaJJaHTHO
JlaBa3be no-(paHIily3cKM U KaK-TO MO-IIyTOBCKH IMOKJIOHUJICS IEBYILKE.

dpancya, BOOpPYKEHHBIW MUCTOIETOM U TMAJAIIOM, MPOIIeS B OMOIMOTEKY, a 32 HUM B KOM-
HATy BOPBAJIKChH €I1Ie HECKOIBKO OOPOAATHIX MYKMKOB B MEXOBBIX ITankax. Kats monstunack Hazaz
" YIIEpIach AroguaMv B IMMCbMEHHBINA CTOJ. HaCTOpO)KeHHO A Ha OBIBILIETO T'YBEpPHCpPA, OHa HE
MOTJIa TIOHSTh, YTO Meche JlaBa3be JesiaeT cpeid 3Toro copoaa yOoui.

— Eie onqHa Kypouka! — mpoxpuries1 OAMH U3 MYKHUKOB U JBUHYJICS K JIEBYIIIKE.

— Crosth! — mpornienun yrpoxatoiie ®@pancya no-pyccku. Pa30oiHUK, ¢ OMackoil TOCMOTpPEB
Ha (ppaHIly3a, OCTAHOBUJICS.

— Bbl roToBBI TIOEXaTh CO MHOU? — cripocuit BIpyr JlaBaszbe cHOBa mo-(paHIly3CKH, CMOTPSI
HEMMUTAOIMM TOpSIIMM B30POM Ha JIEBYIIIKY.

— Her, xoneuHo, — Beinayiwiia Kariomia Tak xe no-¢paHiy3cku, He HOHMMasi, TOYEMY OH CIipa-
IIMBaeT ee 00 ITOM.

— Heysxenu Bbl HE MOHUMAETE, OTYETO 3TH JIIAU BOPBAIKCH B Balll 1oM? M KTO cTOMT 3a BceM
stuM? — niponoskai JlaBaswe rimyxo. Kars Mosyana v b npuctaibHO CMOTpESia B )KYTKHAE HEHOP-
MasbHble I1a3a Ppancya. — Dtux BapsapoB npusen s! MmenHo s1! M3-3a Bac! Bam oren BhirHasu
MeHs! Bbl 1ymanu, uTo s orcTymuniock ot Bac? — JlaBasbe roBopui no-gpaniy3cku, u Kars nonsia
OTYEro, YTOObI MMPOCThIE MYKMKHU HE MOHSIIM UX pa3roBopa. — f 3aKkJI0UYnII cornaiieHue ¢ pa30onHu-
KoM KyuKoBBIM, KOTOpBIi KMBET rpadekaMu Ha ycaabObl. 1 ckazan emy, 4To Balll OTell HECKa3aHHO
oorar. Bacumii @egopoBry YHU3WII MEHsI, HO TeTriephb 1 oToMCTUI eMy! U ceiiuac oH JIeKUT C repe-
pe3aHHBIM ropsioM Ha JiecTHulle! — Kard B ykace axHyJla M MHCTUHKTUBHO CyHYJIa PyKYy B KapMaH, Ijie
nexan Hox. — Ho HbiHYe BbI Oygere mMoeii! — 3akoHum1 PpaHcya CBOIO )KYTKOBATYIO pedb U CIesal
HECKOJIbKO IIAaroB IO HAIIpPaBJICHUIO K JCBYIIKE.

B ronose Karomm BUXpeM NpoHECTUCh JaBHUE BOCIIOMUHAHUS. 3UMOM 3TOTO roja, mocie
BOCEMHAILATWIETHETO OHA poxaeHus Kariomm, ena nossuBimch B qoMe IlamkoBbix, ®dpaHcya
JlaBa3be Hauan o4yeHb JeaMKaTHO HaMeKkaTh Kartiomie Ha cBoe pacnonoxkeHue K Hell. OH Bce Bpems
TIBITAJICS] OCTAThCSl C HEI0 HaeluHe, BBICIECKUBAI €€ Be3/le, COPOBOXJal Ha nporynkax. Korga xe
JlaBa3be Havya OTKPHITO (PIMPTOBATH C HEM, IEBYIIIKA HE HA IIIYTKY MCITYrajach CTPACTHBIX IOPHIBOB
(ppaniysa. Karroma noxanosanacek ority. Ilocsie 1oBosbHO xecTkoro pasroopa ¢ Bacuiuem ®eno-
POBHYEM JIBaALIATUCEMIIETHHI JIaBa3be HEMOro moyOaBmI CBOM MBI, HO JIMIIL Ha BpeMsi. CrycTs
rapy MecsilieB OHa y3Hausia, 4to PpaHcya IPOCUJI OTLA OTIAaTh €€ eMy B *keHbl, HO [lamkoB oTBeTHI
KaTeropuyeckM OTKa30M, IPUTPpO3UB (ppaHIy3y-I'yBEpHEPY YBOJIbHEHUEM. JIaBa3be onsATh 3aTaniics
1 Ben ceds ¢ JIeByIIKOU BrioynHe joctoiHo. Ho mHorma Kats 3amedana TeMHBINA TOPSIIMA B3IJISIT
(ppanity3a, HanpaByieHHbI B ee ctopoHy. MHctunkTHBHO Katioma onacanack ®paHcya, 4yBCTBY,
YTO OH HE€ OTCTYIMUJICA OT CBOUX CTPACTHBIX JKeJTaHUMA U MBICJIEN OTHOCUTEILHO HeEe.

Bckope ee oTely cTan OTKPHITO 3asIBJSITh, YTO JEBYIIKE HEOOXOAMMO TOIBICKATh TOCTOMHOTO
keHunxa, kak Jluze, koropas yxe Obuta obpydeHa. [locne storo JlaBasbe Hauasn ycTpamBath Kate
ciieHbl peBHOCTH. [lapy pa3 OH TallkoM HauWHaJl BBISICHSITH C HEW OTHOIIEHUs MPsSIMO B caiy, rjie
OHA 4YacTo TyJisila [0 yTpaM. A CITyCTs KaKOe-TO BpeMsl TAKOM IPOHUK B €€ CIAJIbHIO U MOTIbITAJICS
roresoBarh JeBymiky. Torna Kars nomHsiia Takoii Kpuk, 4To B €€ KOMHATY cOeskasiach BCsi IBOPHS BO
rase ¢ Bacumem ®enoposuuem. Ee marymika, AnHa ['aBpriioBHa, Hayajla UCTOIIHO KPUYaTh, 4TO
B JIOME HET MOKOsI U IEBOYEK HeJb3sl OCTaBUTh Oe3 mprcMoTpa. Otell, OTBECUB Harjomy (paHiry3y
HACKOJIBKO YBECHUCTBIX OIUICYX, THCBHO BBII'HAJI JlaBa3pe u3 IOMECTbA, 3alIPETUB HpI/I6JII/I)KaTLCH K UX
ycapoe.

IMoce Toro mpoucmectsus Karrorma Oonbire He Bunena ®pancya JlaBasse. Ho cefiuac oHa
MOHAJIA, YTO OH IMPOJOJIKAJI CBOU 'HYCHBIC IMOIIBITKH 3aBJIaCTh €10.

— OnoMHUTECH, UTO BHI AenaeTe? — MoIbITalach 00pa3yMHTh JeByKa ®paHcya.
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— MeHs# yxe He OCTaHOBUTBH! — oTYeKaHwuJ 310 JlaBasbe. — Bbl M TOJIBKO Bbl BAHOBATHI B TOM,
41O §1 cTaj HeronsieM! Paubliie st ObUT IpyrUM, XOTEN KUTh YECTHO, 3apad0TaTh ACHBIY M BEPHYThCS
oOpatHO Bo PpaHIMIO, KyUTH JOM, 3eMJTI0, ’KeHUThcsl. Ho BB cienamm u3 MeHs uygoBuie. Bol Obiin
CJIVILIIKOM K€CTOKH CO MHOM. §I 00w Bac, a BhI... CMesUIMCh HaJl MOMMU dyBcTBamu! Ho Tereps Bbl
MeHs He oTBeprHete! Teneps BHI. ..

— XBaTuT yke O0NTaTh! — B3peBell BAPYT OOMH U3 MYKHKOB, KOTOPBI HE TOHMMAJ HU OJHOTO
CJIOBA U3 pasroBopa (paHily3a U AeByIIKU. — VK 1eBKa ueT ¢ HaMH, WIA Mbl €€ IPUKOHYMM, KaK
u ee cectpy!

dpancya 6pocuIT MpeAOCTePeraloril B3I HA MYKHKOB.

— Tomoxmu! — yrpoxaroie 3amett JlaBasbe Ha pycCKOM, 0OpaIiasich K MyXKHKY, W, BHOBb
MOBEPHYBIIUChH K JAEBYIIKE, MPUOMM3IICS K HEH U TUXO MO-(paHIly3cKU MpousHec: — Bamn eaun-
CTBEHHBIH IIIAHC CMIACTUCh, TIOWTU CO MHOM, — YBellleBaTeIbHO Mpeioxk i JIapasbe mo-ppaHiry3cku. —
Msi yenem Bo PpaHIuio, U Bl OyeTe CYaCTIMBbI CO MHOM.

— 4 Hukyna He noeny, — orpe3aia Karg no-pyccku.

— Momnuute! — 3akpuyan JlaBasbe U, CXBaTUB €€ 3a PyKY, 3aKpbLI JEBYILKY CBOUM TEJIOM OT
OCTaJILHBIX MYXUKOB. — Bbl He moHumaete! Onu yowmu Beex ! Bamux popureneit, cectpy, Opara. Onu
3Bepu! Tonbko 51 Mory crnactu Bac!

[Toxonones OT ero cyoB, AEBYLIKA OLIYTHIIA, YTO TopJIo nepecoxyio. OCo3HaHUE ero CTpaIlHbIX
CJIOB TIOPA3MUJIO €€, ¥ OHA OIIy THJIa HECTEPIUMYIO OOJIb B CEp/LIE, OTKA3bIBAsICh BEPUTD, UTO €€ POJAHBIX
AENCTBUTENIbHO YOMIH. M 9TOT CTpaiHblii YeJIOBeK, KOTOPBIN ObLI IIOBUHEH B CMEPTHU €€ JTIOOMMBIX
monei, TpedoBasl, uToObl oHa yexasia ¢ HuM? Ho 310 6bu10 mipocto nuko! Kats noaHsina Ha JlaBasbe
KyTKOBATBIM MPEKPACHBIN B30P U MpoLIerTaa:

— Bu1 mxere. ..

— BriiiiuTe Ha ecTHUILY U yOeIUTeCh, Ballld POJHbIE MEPTBHI!

OH roBopuJ1 Tak yBEpeHHO U Aep3Ko, uyTo Kars omytuia, 4to oH roBoput npasay. CkaBLIMCh
OT y’Xaca, IeByIIIKa HEUCTOBO AEPHYJIACh OT HEro B CTOPOHY U, 0TOEkaB OT JlaBa3be, XpUILIIO BHIMOJ-
BUJIA:

— B 3TOTr0 M1 NTOOGMBaNKCE, YTOOHI 51 3aBUCeNa OT Bac! Bul MHe ipoTuBHBI! Bel youiina! $1 myurie
OCTaHYCh 3[IECh U YMPY C MOl CeMbeid, YeM OTJamcs BaM, Mep3aBell!

Omna yBuena, Kak 00poaThlii KOPEHACTHIA MYKHMK OOHAXKWJI CBOY TMaJIalll U KAET MOMEHTa,
YTOOBI pacripaBUThLCS ¢ Heil. PpaHCcya BHOBb CXBATHJI €€ 32 PYKY M OTTAIIWJI IBYIIKY B yroJl, 3aro-
ponus ee cBouM TesioM. CkJIOHUBIIMCH Hajl KaTioieid, OH HEpBHO MPOXpUIIET:

— Ionymaiite, Katu! 3auem Bbl X0THTE YMepeTh? S HeOeneH. Bo @paHimu s o4eHb HpaBUIICS
JEBYIIIKaM, OTYEro e Bbl HE XOTUTE CTaTh Moei?

Kars mMomyana u nuib cMOTpenia Ha Hero pa3bspeHHBIM UCTICTIENSIIONIUM TOJTyObIM B30POM.
Kak oH He MOHMMaeT, YTO OHA HUKOT/IA He CTAHET KeHOU YOUUIIBI ee poauTeiei’?

— Her, — Txo ogqauMu rybamu nporienTaia OHa, YyBCTBYs, YTO TOJIOBAa OE3yMHO T'yIUT.

— §1 mo6mo Bac. Bbl camast mpekpacHasi JeByIllka Ha cBeTe, — mpoaosskai JlaBasbe cTpacTHo,
CTUCKUBAas CUJIbHEE ee pyKy. — [locimymiaiite meHs, s cnacy Bac. Heyxenu Bbl A€CTBUTEIBHO XOTUTE
yMepeTh 3/1eCh?

Katioma nepesena sipocTHBIN 3aTpaBJieHHbI B30p 3a ClMHY JlaBa3zbe U yBHUJENA, UTO BTOPOU
MYKUK TOXe BbITaMI najiaml. Her, oHa He XxoTena ymupatb. Benp oHa Oblia emme tak Monoaa. Eit
ObLIO Bcero BoceMHaath. OHa Tak XoTesa KUTb, IbIIIATh, BBIATH 3aMYyXK, POOUTh JETHILECK U KUTb
cuactmBo. Ho Terepp m3-3a 3TOro 006e3yMHUBIIIErO YeloBeKa ee JKM3Hb MPEeBpaTiiach B KPOBABbIN
XKYTKUH KOIIMap, B KOTOPOM He ObUIO MecTa ee MeuTaM. HeoxkuaaHHO B HaNpsKEHHOM JI0 Tpefesa
CO3HAHUM JEBYIIKH BCIUIbUIA OHA (ppa3a, KOTOPYIO KOTa-To IAaBHO MPOU3HEC ee OATIoIKa:

— Korga obcrosiTenscTBa wim oy cuiibHee Tedsi, KOTEHOK, CMUPHCh, TIOAYMHNUCH. Beiurpait
BpeMs. A notom y Te0st OyIeT BO3MOKHOCTb, M Thl CMOXEIITb BCE.
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Karst HampspkeHHO pasMbIIUIsia HaJl CBOMM MONOXeHueM. UTo MpoKy, ecnu oHa Oyher |
Jajbllie YIpsIMUTBCS U ee YObIoT? A eciii cOorlacuThCs yexarh ¢ dpaHcya, OHa OCTAHETCs KHUBa U
TocJie CMOXeET yOekaTh OT Hero? YBepeHHOCTh B MPAaBUIIBHOCTH BHIOOpA Kperuia B Hel. Yike uepes
mur KaTiola npuHsiia Ts:kesoe pelieHue U X0JI0IHO KOPOTKO MpouIernTaa:

— 4 nmoeny c Bamu.

C HEeHaBHCTBIO OHA MOCMOTpena B TeMHoe Jnio Ppancya. OH U3MyUeHHO YJIBIOHYJICS €l B
OTBET, MMOYTU HE Bepsl B TO, UTO JIEBYIIIKA coracwiack. BiactHo odxBaruB Katiomry 3a tanmio, oH
MIpUKa3a:

— Ioiipemre, Karwn. ..

ITpoBensa Kariomy mMumo BOOpYKEHHBIX MYXKMKOB, JlaBazbe BbiBesl ee B Kopunop. Ha secr-
HUIIE OHM HATKHYJIUCh Ha TpyH cayrd. OT KyTKOro BU/Ia OKPOBABJIEHHOTO TeJla CTApUKa, KOTOPOTO
JEBYIIIKA 3HaJIa C caMoro JeTcTBa, Kars nmoxomnonena u ObICTpO 3akMypHIIa 171a3a, Mo3BosuB JlaBasbe
yBJIe4b ceOs1 BHU3 10 JiecTHHILIE. Kpyrom xo3siiHmyamm pa300iHMUKHY, a Te HEMHOTHE U3 CITyT, KOTOpbIe
erte ObLTM JKUBBI, XKAIUCh TI0 YIJIaM WJIH TIBITAJIMCH TIEPEBSA3aTh PAHEHBIX. YBIIeKaeMasi HACTOMYHMBON
xBaTKo# JlaBa3be, KOTOPBI TaK M YAEpP/KUBAJ AEBYIIKY 32 TAIHIO, CIOBHO OOSJICA, YTO OHA MCYe3-
HeT, Karioma noutu crycTuiiach BHU3, KOTIa 3aMeTHIa HaBepXy Mep3Kyio clieHy. OauH u3 pa30oii-
HUKOB-MY’KMKOB TalllJI B CTOPOHY CHaJieH OPBIKAIONIYIOCS M KPUYAIIyIo AEBYIIKY-TOpHUYHYI0. Oco-
3HaHWE TOTO, YTO KPOBOKAJHBIN YOUIIIa HAMEPEH YUYMHUTD TUIOTCKOE HACWIIME HAJl CBOEH KEepTBOM,
TMOSIBUJIOCH B OOJIBHOM co3HaHMM KaTioiy, cTaB ouepeIHbIM yIapoM, M OHA CYIOPOKHO CITIOTHYJIA.

JlaBaspe notammn Katiomry 10 KOHIIA JIECTHUIIBI, U TYT B30p JEBYIIKHU YIepcs B OKPOBABJICH-
HBbIE TeJla POAMTENIed, pacpocTepThiX Ha noy. OlierneHeB, OHa PACIIMPUBIIMMUCS OT OOJIU U yXKaca
I71a3aMH YCTaBUJIACh Ha O€3KM3HEHHBIX OTIIA U MaTh, OIIYIIAasl, YTO Cevac JMIIUTCS IyBCTB. TeMHO-
60pIoBOE TUIAThe MATEPH OBLIIO TAKOTO XKe 1IBETa, KaK M KPOBb, KOTOpas 3aJIMBAJIa €€ TOPJIO U IPy/b.
JKenmmHa jexana Ha CIMHE, a ee CTEeKJISIHHbIE 171a3a ObLI0 OTKPHITHL. Bacunuit enopoBud Haxo-
IWJICS PSIZIOM, M €TO MepTBasl pyKa yaepKuBajia pykbe, KoTopoe ObUTo Bce B KpoBu. TommHOTa Mof-
crynuia K ropay Karomm, 1 oHa nomatHysach, ejpa He rorepsis cosHanue. Ho cunbHas pyka JlaBa-
3b€ NOAEP/KMBAJIA €€ 32 TAIUIO U HE J1ajia el ylacTb.

— He cmotpute, — Beinasiui Haj ee yiikoM JlaBasbe nmo-pyccku.

Kak 6ynro B kommapHom cHe KaTioma riepeBesia B30p OT MEPTBBIX POIUTENEH Ha JIMIIO Yesio-
BEKa, KOTOPBIN ObUI MOBUHEH B MX TMOEJU M OIIYTHJIA, YTO XOUET BLETUTHCS B HETO U HEMEJIEHHO
BbII[apanarh rma3a. OHako JIeByIIKa MPeKpacHo MOHMMAaJa, YTO He MOKET STOTO CIeIaTh, UOO B 3TOT
MUT Mep3KUi (ppaHIly3 ObUT €IMHCTBEHHOH €€ 3aIllUTON OT TUKUX JIIOAEH, KOTOpbIE IIHBIPSLIIM 10 ee
pornHomy omy. JlaBasbe Mo-cOOCTBEHHMUECKH AepkKall ee 3a TATHIO U BeJiesl MTU JIaJIbIIe.

— IMonoxute, — rityxo npoinentasia KaTioria, 3aMeTUB B OKPOBABJIEHHOW PyKe MaTepy YepHbIe
YETKH.

Ona BeicBOOOOMIACH M3 00bATHI JIaBasbe M CTPEMUTENIBHO HAKJIOHWIACh Hall AHHOU ["aBpu-
70BHOU. OCTOPOKHO MPHKPHIB NAJIBIIAMH I71a3a MATEPH, IEBYIIIKA OBICTPO BBITAIIMIIA YEPHBIE I'PaHa-
TOBBIE YETKH, COCTOSIIIME U3 BAIIATH HEOOJBIINX KAMHEM, U3 PyKU TOKOWHHMIIBI M CYTOPOKHO CKajia
¥X B JIaIoHU. KaTiora moMHMIa, 9T0 3TH YeTKU IPUHAIeKATH elle ee 6aOke-TypuaHke. VI3HadanbHO
YEepHBIN rpaHaT ObLT OAHUM OOJIBIIMM KaMHEM M CITY>KHJI IparolieHHou rnoaseckoi. Ho 3arem, koraa
6aly1Ka MpUHsJIa MPaBOCIaBKe, OHA MTPUKAa3aia PaCKOJIIOTh KAMEHb Ha ABA/IIaTh OAMHAKOBBIX YacTen
U c/IeNaTh U3 Hero YeTKu. AHHa ['aBpuiIoBHA OYEHb JTI0OMIIA STOT TPAHATOBBIN 0OEper CBoel MaTepu
Y TIOUTH HHMKOTJA He paccraBayiach ¢ HUM. [109TOMy HEYIMBUTENBHO, YTO B TIOCTCAHUI MHT KU3HU
YyepHble YeTKU Obutn ¢ Hell. KaTioma 61aroroBeifHo mojiouia YeTKM B KapMaH IUIaThsi, OCO3HABas,
YTO 3TO, BOBMOXHO, MOCIIETHSsI Belllb, KOTOpasi OyleT CIykKUTh €l HATOMHUHAHUEM O POTUTENSIX.
Koraa-To 1aBHO ee MaTyIKa pacckasbiBaja, YTO STOT KaMeHb, IpaHaT, U3 KOTOPOro ObUTH CO3/IaHbI
YeTKH, 00NaJjaeT MarndeckuMu cBoiictBamMu. OH criocoOeH BBI3BATh CHJIbHBIE CTPACTHBIC JKEJIAHUS,
KOTOpbIE TIOPOW 000PaYMBAIOTCsI TPOTUB Biaesblia. Ho ecnu yeoBek mpeoioneeT Bee Mperpajisl 1
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HECYacThsl Ha CBOEM ITyTH, TO 0Oeper HEeMpeMEHHO MPUHECET eMy yAady B JIIOOBU U CIEIaeT CBOETO
BJIa/IeNIbIIa CYACTIIMBBIM.

CnoBHO B KakoM-To Openy, Karioma mozsommia JlaBasbe BbiBecTH ceOsi Ha ynuity. HepBHoe
HEHOpPMAJIbHOE COCTOSTHHE JIEBYILIKU YISPKUBAIO €€ JIMXOPAJI0YHbIE TUKUE MBICIH B y31e. Cresbl
3aCThUIM B ee OOJBIIMX IJa3ax, a MEpTBEHHasi OJEHOCTh JIMIA COYETaIach C IMyHIIOBBIMH TOpsi-
muMu 1mekamu. Kpaem riasa oHa yBuzena, 4to mo ABOpy OeraioT BOOpPYXEeHHbIe pa300WHHUKH, UTO-
To Kpnya. B nepeaneit Karioia ycrnena 3aXBaTUThb JIMIIL TEIUIBIA MTyXOBOU TUIATOK, KOTOPBIA HAKU-
Hy/a Ha 1ieun. HosaOphCKui Jierkuid MOpo3ell BMUT OCTYIWII ee ropsdee Juio, U Kars cpasy xe
o3s1011a. JIaBasbe, 3aMeTUB 3TO, CHSIJT CBOM KaM30J1 U YKYTaJl B Hero JieBylky. HepazOepuxa, 1japus-
111ast BOKPYT, Aajla UM BO3MOXHOCTb OeCIIpensITCTBEHHO BBIATHU cO J1BOpa. Pa30oiiHMKY He oOpaiaim
BHUMaHMs Ha (ppaHily3a, 3Hasi, 4TO OH CIY)XUT MX IJI1aBapio U Ha XopolleM cuery y Hero. OHa nuia,
nojiiepXkrBaeMasi TBepIon pyko JlaBasbe, MIMO MEPTBBIX TeJl IBOPOBBIX, y3HaBAasI B KAKIOM U3 HUX
3Hakomoro. TolHoTa BHOBb MOACTYMNUIIA K ropiy, HO Kars 3actaBuia cedst riryOoko apimarh. Criessl
yXe TyIIWIY ee, HO U3 MOCNIeTHUX CHJT OHA CTapalach CAEPXKAThCsS M HE 3aIlIaKaTh.

UyTth noopasb, y Oepesbl, ObUl MpUBsA3aH pbikuil kepederl. Kats mo3sonuia ¢paniry3y noca-
IUTh ceds Ha KOHs MOo-MyKXcKH. PpaHCya 3ampbITHYJ B CEJUIO MO3aJW Hee W, OOXBATUB JIEBYILKY
PYKOH 3a TajMio, HaTsHY/I MoBOAbs. KaTioma Haiymnana B mpaBoM KapMaHe CBOETO IUIaThs HOX U
CYAOPOXHO BIETIUJIACH B €T0 PYKOSITKY.

— 41 obermato, yTo MOMOTy BaM 3a0BITh BECh ITOT YKac, — MPOIIeNTat JJACKoBO JlaBasbe, HaKJIO-
HsIsICh HaJl ee yimkoM. Kats cxxana yemocTu, 1aObl CAepKaThCsl M TYT Ke He BCAIUTh HOX B 3TOTO
Mep3aBlia, OCO3HaBasl, YTO eIlle He MPHUIIIO BpeMs U HaJl0 OTheXaTh HEMOTO MOJAJIbIIIEe OT OCHOBHOM
Ak pa300iHUKOB. CITyCTsI HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl KX PhIKMI KOHb BbIEXaJl CO JBOPA M HECIelIa MocKa-
KaJI 1o TyOOBOM aiiee ycaabObl. A HEHABHCTHBIN (hpaHIly3 BCe IMIENTAN y ee BUcKa: — Mbl roeaeM
KO MHe. Moii JOMUK B...

JlaBa3pe He ycrien JOroBOpHTh. Tak Kak MOYYBCTBOBAJ OCTPYIO, HECTEPIUMYIO OOJIb B OOKY.
Kartora, moBepHyBIIICH K HEMY, PE3KO BHITAIIVJIA OKPOBABJIEHHbIN HOX U3 ero )kuBoTa. OHa Bujena,
Kak m1a3a JlaBaszbe nopaxeHHO OKPYIJIMIIUCh, M OH YCTABUIICSI HETIOHUMAIOIIM B30pPOM Ha TEMHOBO-
JIOCYIO JIEBYIILIKY C JIEISTHBIMH I1a3aMu. Ero pyku cranu ocnabeBarh, M uepe3 CEKyH/y OH BBINAN U3
cemia, Tepsisi co3HaHue. Kars, mbITasich yaepkarh BBIIABIINE U3 CKPIOYEHHBIX pyK JlaBa3be moBops,
HEUYasHHO YPOHIJIA Ha 3eMJTI0 OKPOBABJICHHBIM HOX M KaM30J1, KOTOPbIN ObUT HA ee Tiieuax.

C rpoxoToM pyxHYB Ha 3eMJI0, (ppaHIly3 MCIYCTUJ TPOMKHUU KpUK oTdasiHUs. KaTs 4yTb
3aMeIKaNach, MBHITASCh YCMUPUTD MCITYTABIIYIOCS PhIKYIO Jiomiaab. HakoHell el yaanoch HaTsHYTh
MIOBO/IbSI, M JIEBYIIIKA, YMEJIO YJapuB HOraMu B OOKa KOHSI, HarpaBuJIa Jjomas Brepea. OHa mocka-
Kajla B CTOPOHY YycaleOHBIX BOPOT Ipoub OT JlaBa3be, KOTOPBIH, XPUIIs, JIeKal Ha MEp3JIOi 3emIie.
OHa nmouTH JOCTUIIIA OTPajibl, KaK pasaascs BeicTpes. Kars mouyBcTBOBaa, 4TO KOHB IO HEW APOT-
HYJI. 3aTpaBJIeHHO 0OEpHYBIIINCH, OHA YBHENa, uTo PpaHCcya IepKUT B pyKe MHUCTOJIET, U3 KOTOPOTO
TOJIBKO YTO BBICTPEJIWII B )KUBOTHOE. PaHeHas Jomanps Havana najgars, u Karioma esa ycrena cocko-
YUTH C Hee, YTOOBI He OBITh MPUIABICHHON KUBOTHBIM.

3BYK BBICTpeJia MPHUBJIEK BHUMaHWe pa30oWHUKOB. Kars HeBombHO oOepHynach. Bumis, uto
MYKUKHA CMOTPAT B UX CTOPOHY, OHA OEroM ycTpeMuiach mpoub yepe3 ycaaeOHble BopoTa. JIumb
Ha MUT OTMETHUB, YTO OXaJIbHUKHM IMPOBOPHO HAIIPABMIIMCH K paHEHOMY (ppaHITy3y, AEBYIIKa, BHICOKO
MIPUTIOTHSAB CBETIYIO I00KY, CTPEMHUTENILHO Mo0eskKaia B CTOPOHY Jieca, KOTOPbI BUIHENCS BIIAJIEKE.
Oma crpilana, Kak e Beyell CTPeNisioT, HO TIOHUMAJIA, YTO HaXOAUTCS ellie CJAMIIKOM JaJIeKO U IyJu
Pa300MHUKOB HE MOTYT JoCcTaTh ee. OTMETHUB, YTO YacTh pa300MHUKOB YCTPEMIIIACh B €€ CTOPOHY,
OHa pUHYJIACh JAJIbIIe, CO3HABAs, UTO Y HEE HET JIPYroro BHIXOJA, KpOMeE Kak OekaTh OT ITUX TUKUX
monei. Ve mpeofosnieB OOJbIIYI0 YacTh pacCTOsIHUS J10 Jieca, KaTioia oOepHynach Ha3a/l v yBHea
3apeBo Mo)kapa, KOTOPOe OXBATUIIO BECh yCaJeOHBIN JI0M, JIOM €€ pOIMTeNei, B KOTOPOM OHA POIH-
Jack Korna-to. Ho aeByIika, sjpocTHO KyTasich B TEIUIBIH TUIATOK, Oekasia Jajiblie U Aajibllie B CTO-
POHY JIECHOH Yally, MHITasiCh CKPBHITBCS OT KECTOKUX JIOJEH, KOTOpbIe YCTPEMIIIUCH BCIIE 3a HEl.
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Vixe cremHeno. KpyrnHeie MsIrkve CHEKMHKH MaJalld BHU3, TOKPBIBASI MEP3ITYI0 YUEPHYIO 3€MITIO
6enbiM MoK pbiBasioM. Katst He oco3HaBana, Kyga 0exut. EMHCTBEeHHBIE YyBCTBA, KOTOpPBIE BJIaJen
AEBYIIKOM, — 3TO CTpaxX CMEPTH M KeJlaHKMe CIacTUCh OT OE3yMHBIX KPOBOXKAIHBIX JIIOAEH, KOTOpPBIE
yousIM ee cemblo U Tereps npecienoBaiy ee. OHa mpudIM3miIachk K jecy. YepHas MpavHasi JiecHast
yaiia He IMyraja ee, ¥ OHa YCTPEMIIach B Hee, KaK B CIACHTEJbHBI MUp, OLIyIIas, YTO UMEHHO
31€Ch CMOXKET YKPBITHCSI OT PACIIpaBbl 00e3yMeBIINX Pa300HHUKOB. CHEr yCUIIUIICS, U OHA, TIpoderast
MHMO BEKOBBIX COCEH, TIOUTH He BUJIEJIa HUYETO MOJl HOTaMH, HATBIKASICh HAa MaJICHbKHE KyCTAPHUKU
u JiepeBbst. CyMpak OKyTaJ Jiec, BOKPYT ObIJIO TEMHO U XOJOHO. JIeByIIKa CIIbIIaia KPUKH JIIOfIEH,
KOTOpBIE LIUTH 110 ee ciiefy. Ho KMBOTHBIN CTpax W KejlaHue BbIKUTH Benu KaTtiomy Bce riiyOxe BO
MpaK.

[Mnatok ymam c ee ruied, HO OHA HE 3aMeTWJIa STOro. XOJOof CKOBaJI HOTH, OOJaueHHbIE B
JIOMAIITHUE TPAMUYHBIE TY(EeIbKH, U BepX OOHAKEHHBIX IUIeU, HO OHA TPOJIOIKaIa Oexarh MEeXIy
nepeBbsiMu. Kprku craHoBuimch Bee cbliHee. Kariora nonrMana, uto ee HaroHsoT. OT crpeMu-
TEJIbHOTO HETIPUBBIYHOTO Oera JeBYIIKA yKe 33/IbIXaach M U3 MOCIETHUX CHJI TIBITANIACh IBUTAThCS,
poOupasich CKBO3b JepeBbs. MIHOTIA OHA CMIOTHIKAJIACH U Ta/1aj1a, HO TYT jKe BCTaBaJla ¥ CHOBA 3aCTaB-
nsina cedst ObicTpee mepeduparh HOraMH, 3Has1, YTO MHOTO criaceHus HeT. CITycTsi HEeKOTOpoe BpeMst
Kariomma yxe He 4yBCTBOBaJIa HOT, KOTOPBIE TOCHHENN U 3aKOYEHEN OT XOJIOAA.

B Kakof-TO MOMEHT, CHOBa 3allHYBIIUCh U YIMaB Ha JICASHYIO, MOKPBHITYI0O CHETOM 3eMJIIO,
Kariomma omrytuna, uro cui Gosblie HeT. [pIxaHue ee cpblBajioch, a TeJIO APOKAIO OT X004, Mpo-
HU3BIBAIOIIETO BCE ee WIeHB!. [IeByIlKa 3aTpaBieHHO oOepHyach. [lanekue (akenbl mprOIKavch.
Ona oco3Hauna, uTo criacenus HeT. Ele HeMHOTO, 1 OHa OKakeTcs y HUX B pyKax. M Bce OyneT KOH-
yeHo. Ha mMur onHa npezcraBuia, Kak ceiiuac 0OECCUIICHO YIaeT, U Toima Oe3yMIIeB pacTep3aceT ee
TaK e, KaK 1 ee CEMBIO.

W3 nocneqnux cun Katioria BHOBb MOIHSIIACh HA 3aKOYEHEBIIINE, COMTHIE KOPSIraMUd OKPOBaB-
JIEHHbIE HOTH ¥ IEPHYJIach BIiepel, CAej1aB HECKOIbKO m1aroB. Ho mytnHHas 100Ka 3a11enuiiach 3a BETKY
IWMKOM MaJIMHBI ¥ TIOTSIHYJA AEBYIIKY Ha3al. sKanoOHO BCKpUKHYB, Kats nepHyrna ee, 1 U3 r1a3 Biep-
BBIC 32 3TOT CTPAIIHBIA BEYEp XJIbIHYJIU CIIE3bI.

— Bce, 370 KOHell. .. — mpoienTaia oHa cama cede 3aMep3muMHA OECKPOBHBIMU TYOAMH.

CynopoXHBIMU TPSICYIIIUMUCS] PyKaMy TIPOBOPHO OTIIENHJIa I00KY ¥ CHOBA Mo0eskasa, CrioThI-
KasiCh U OIVIS/IBIBASICH Ha ITYM, KOTOPBIN ciiblmasics mo3aau. OHa yxe pa3Oupasa MaTepHbIe CIOBa
KYTKMX MYKMKOB, KOTOpbIE ITUTH 32 Hell. Horu ee morpsiznu B HeOoubiom cyrpode, u Katioma 3aty-
MaHEHHBIM OIIApPAIIeHHBIM B30pPOM MocMoTpena Brepen. CHer Jiekal B yaile TOHKUM MOKPOBOM.
Omna npobupaiiack CKBO3b O€JyIo TieJIeHy, HO HOTH ee He CIYIIAINCh U B3I B cyrpoOax. B Goky
JMKO KOJIONO, & B TOpJie ObLIO TaK CyXO0, YTO OHA 3a/IbIXaJIach.

CHoBa MOBepHYBIIKCh Ha akenbl, 4To ObLIM TMO3aaM, Karioma HEeBOJBHO HATKHY/Ach Ha
nepeso. [Toutn nmagas, neByIKa MPOTSHKHO OONE3HEHHO 3aCTOHAIA OT yJapa, HO BAPYT MOYYBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO KaKasi-To CUJa MpUMOAH:IA ee 3a rieun. [ToBepHyBImcs 00paTHO K aepey, Katioma non-
HsiJTa T71a3a BBEpX U Noxosoziena. Bricokast TemHast (purypa desioBeka MM JIECHOTO CYIECTBa B JIOX-
MaTbIX OfIEK/1aX, 3aPOCIIEro ¥ CTPAITHOTO, IPUBEIA €€ B JISACHSIIHNA yXKac.

B ronose Kariommm 3a0miack qukasi MBICIb O TOM, YTO OHA HAsIBY BUIUT JIEIIETO, TOTO CAMOTO,
0 KOTOPOM KOTJa-TO JIAaBHO B IETCTBE paccKasbiBaja eil HsHs. TYT ke BCIIOMHHB CTPAIITHbIE CKa3bl O
JIECHOM JIyXe, IEBYIIIKA 3aMepiia B )KyTKOM OLIETIEHEHUH, OTUYETIMBO BUSl CBETSIIUECS TEMHO-3¢elle-
HBIE TJIa3a BBICOKOTO JIECHOTO CYIIECTBa, KOTOpPBIE TIOMIIOIAM €€ CBOel CUJION M cBeToM. Bipyr B
CO3HAHUE JIEBYIIIKM BOPBAJIMCH 3BYKH BBICTPEJIOB pyXkeid, n Kariola 3aTpaBjieHHO OCO3HaIa, YTO Ipe-
CJIeZIOBATEIIN COBCEM PsiIoM. B KakOM-TO TMKOM KOIIIMape OHa BMHT TOHSUIA, YTO TeMephb STOT CTPaIll-
HBIH JIECHOU JTyX WJIM YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN ObLT BBIIIIE €€ Ha 1IENTyI0 TOJIOBY, — /IMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXET
CIIACTH ee OT pacrpaBbl Oe3yMHBIX Joiel. He moHnMasi, 4to aenarh, ¥ JMIIb OIyINas KMBOTHOE
OellieHOe KeJlaHWe BBIKWThH, OHA YCTPEMMJIa CBOM B30p Ha 3apociiiee TEMHOW OOPOION JIMIIO Yello-
BeKa-IlyXa U U3 MOCJEAHUX CHJI TIPOIIeTTala 3aMep3IIMMH Iryoamu:
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— ITomorwure, iporry! OHM XOTAT yOUTh MeHs1 !

CynopoXkHO Lerisisick 0OMOPOKEHHBIMM NMaJILIAMU 32 OOJIBIIIYIO0 (DUTYpPY JIECHOTO CYIIECTBa,
Karomma Hauasia crionzats BHU3. B ee yimax xyTko 00J1€3HEHHO T'y/Iesio, M OHA OCO3HAJIA, YTO IPHUILIEST
ee MocJieqHUN Jac. [J1a3a JeByIIKY 3aKPbUINCh, U CUJIBI OCTABUIIM €€.

CuiibHBIE PYKM MYKUYHMHBI HE JAJIM AEBYIIKE OocecTh Ha 3emutio. OH JIETKO MOJXBATUII HEe3Ha-
KOMKY Ha pyKH. M C %anocThio OTMETHJI, YTO OHa OIeTa JIMIIIb B JIETKOE CBETJIOE IIaThe, 6e3 KopceTa
Y HIDKHHX I000K, KOTOPOE COBEPIIIEHHO He JaBaio Teruia. FOOKka 1 OKpoBaBJieHHbIE HOTH ee ObUTH BCe
B T'PsI3H, CITyTaHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI CBUCAJI MOKPBIMH 3aCTHIBIIUMHU TPSIISIMU C €€ TOJIOBBI.

BpocuB ObICTpBIA B3MIISI HA CBET (DAaKeNoB, KOTOPBIN ObLT BUIEH M3-32 JIEPEeBbEB, MYKUMHA,
MIPUIIYPUJICS Y TIOHSUI, YTO JIIOAW COBCeM Onm3k0. MrHOBEHHO NIPUHSB PellieHre, OH BOAPY3UII Oec-
CO3HATEJIbHOE TEJIO JIEBYIIKM Ha CBOE MOIIHOE TIJIEYO U, PE3KO pa3BepHYBILIHCH, TPOBOPHO MOOEKaI
MpOYb, YCTPEMUBIINCH HA JIETKMX CHETOCTYIax B camylo I1yOb Oe3MoiBHOroO MpauHoro jeca. Cry-
CTs1 YETBEPTh Yaca JIIOACKOW LITyM CTaJl TIOYTU HE CIIBIIIEH, U OH HEMHOTO cOaBWII XOI. YaepXKuBas
OJIHOM PYKOH JEBYIIKY OT MaJEHUs CO CBOETO Iuieua, MY)KUYMHA C CHJION OTTAJIKMBAJICS MAJKOW OT
TBEPION 3eMJIH, IOKPBITON cHeroM. Elne uepe3 kakoe-To BpeMsi OH CBEpHYJT K HEOOJIbIIIOMY 3aMep3-
meMy pyublo. MyK4rHa JIOBKO TiepeOupal HoraMu, OOyThIMU B BaJIEHKH, K KOTOPBIM OBUTH TTPUBSI-
3aHBI CHETOCTYIIBL.

CHer Bce majasl ¥ MajaJl, a TEeMHBI OE3MOJIBHBIN JIeC CIIOBHO 3aMep W B3Wpal Ha CTPAHHYIO
KapTUHY: KaK BBICOKUI IMMPOKOIJIEYHI JIECHOU TyX, OOJa4eHHbI B TEMHBIE OJIEK/Ibl, YMEJIO Tepe-
MeIaJics 1o ApeMyuei Jaiie, Hecsl Ha ceOe JeBYIIKY B JIETKOM OeJIoM IuiaThe, Oe3KM3HEHHO CBHCA-
IOLIYIO C €r0 MOIIHOTO TUleya. . .
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I'napa II. U30ymka

Crpax... Mpak... 60Jb. ..

He npuxons B cozHanue, KaTioma cioBHO npeObiBaia B KyTKoM cHe. Eif Bce kazanock, 4To
OZINYaBIIIME KPOBOXKAHBIE JTIOM HACTUTAIOT €€ U MBITAIOTCS yOUTh. 3aTeM el BUJEINCh OKPOBABIICH-
HBle 00pa3bl OTIAa U MaTepu. M OHa MCTOIIHO KpUyasa, CyIOpOKHO U3rubasch BceM OOJIE3HEHHBIM
MOKPBIM OT TOPSTYKH TEJIOM Ha MOCTEIH.

B 3T1 MOMeHTHI ee 3a00T/IMBO YACPKUBAIM PYKU MYKUMHBI, HE JaBasi AEBYIIKE YIIaCTh Ha MOJI.

Hesnakomka, kotopyio VMBan nmogoOpan Ha OKpauHe jeca, Openuiia yxe BTopsle cyTku. OH
BCIIOMHWJI, KaK 1OCJIe HEeY/IauHOW OXOTHI HAa KaOaHa yKe HallpaBUJICS K CBOEH N30YIIKe, HAXOIAIICHCS
B JIECHOH Harlle, Kak HEeOKHMJAHHO 3aCIIbIIaN KPUKY JTIOAEH. YIMBUBIIUCH TOMY, YTO B TaKOE MO3[-
Hee BpeMst KTO-TO OpPOJMT IO JIECHOH INIYIIM, OH OCTOPOKHO MPUOM3UJIICS Ha IITyM, 3aMETUB SIPKUE
OTCBETHI (DaAKEJIOB.

EnBa pazmuuB nanexue orau, FIBaH OCTaHOBUJICS, TIBITASICh PACCMOTPETh CKBO3b MPaK JIIOJIEH.
B Kkakoi-To MOMEHT BIlepeiy OH yBU ieJT OeJTblil CTPONHBIN crty3T. CHavasa ornemw, MogyMas, YTo
eMy MepelIuTcs HeuTo crpanHoe. HeBbicokasi skeHcKas (purypa B CBETJIOM JJIMHHOM IUIaThe 3acTa-
BUJIA €ro MOXOJIONETh, M OH HA MIHOBEHHUE MOIyMaJl, YTO BUIUT Mpu3pak. Ho korja crpoiiHas xeH-
MHA B O€JI0M CTPEMUTEIbHO MPUOIM3IIIACH K HEMY, OH TIOHSUI, YTO OHA XKUBasl.

3aTpaBiaeHHO O3MPasCh U CIIOTHIKASCh, HE3HAKOMKA 10 HEOCTOPOKHOCTY HaJleTesa MpsiMo Ha
HETO0, C CUJIOW CTYKHYBIIHCH O €ro Ipydb. 3aCTOHAB, OHA TIOHSIA TOIOBY U 3aMepia. Ee Ge3noHHbie
OrpOMHBIE 171232, MOJTHBIE yKaca U O0JH, B3JISI, YCTPEMJICHHBI Ha €ro JIMIO, BHI3BAIU B CYIIIECTBE
MBana HeBeroMoe focene BoiHeHne. OH TYT jKe OCO3HAJI, YTO MEepejl HUM COBCEM IOHasl IEBYIIKA C
IPSA3HBIM, HO HEBEPOSITHO MPEJIECTHBIM JIMIIOM. PacTpenanHasi TeMHOBOJIOCAS U3SAIIHAS HE3HAKOMKA,
ofieTast JINIIb B JIETKOE IJIAThe U CYTOPOKHO ApOKaIias Ha HOSOPbCKOM MOpO3€, BBI3BAJIA B €T0 JIyIIie
HEBOJIBHYIO JKaJIOCTh. YKe Yepe3 MU, He CITyCKas C Hero MKOro 0e3yMHOTO B30pa, IEBYIIIKA CYXUMHU
ry0aMu B3MOJIMIIACH O IOMOIIM. OTYero-To eMy 3aX0TesIoCh TOMOYb 3TOMY Oe33alUTHOMY CYIIECTBY,
KOTOPOE YIaJo B €ro 0ObsAThsI, TOHUMAS, UTO JIIOH C (pakeIaMu TpecIeayioT ee.

JlBa nHs Ha3an VBaH mpuHeC MoayMepTBYIO EBYIIIKY B CBOIO M30Y B IIIYXOH vaile jeca.

Tora, MOJIOXUB HE3HAKOMKY Ha CKaMbl0, OH KPUTUYECKU orJisizien ee. [leByIka, ckopee BCero,
ObLIa TBOPSTHKOM, MO0 ee Jierkoe 000pBaHHOE TUIAThe OKA3aJI0Ch CITUTHIM M3 Joporoi Mmatepuu. Ho
OTYero oHa Oexasa OfHa, pa3/eTasi, B XOJIOJAHOM HOSIOPbCKOM Jiecy, OH He moHumai. Horu ee kpo-
BOTOYMJIM Y ObLTH TIOKPBITHI IPSI3IO U TAJIbIM cHeroM. OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO JIeTKKe TY(heIbKH, OOPbIBKU
KOTOPBIX BUJJHEJIMCh Ha €€ CTYITHSIX, COBCEM He 3allMIIaIH JeBYIIKY OT X0JIOZIa M HeNoroasl. Bugumo,
oHa OblJIa CMEPTEJILHO HallyraHa u Oekasia, He pazOupasi JOporu, He oOpaliasi BHUIMaHUSI HA PaHBI,
KOTOpbIE HAHOCWJI €1 HETIPUBETIIMBBI HUKHUI TIOKPOB JIeca.

JleByIliKa Tak ¥ He MPUXOUJIA B CO3HAHKE, U OH MTPUHSUT pellieHUE BBIMBITh €€ PaHbl U YKYTaTh
ee B Teruioe. [IpoBOpHO cTalyB ¢ Hee MIaThe, JIETKYI0 HIKHIO 100Ky U IJTMHHYIO COpPOUKY, VBaH ¢
YIUBJIEHUEM OOHAPYKHUJI, YTO OHa HEBO3MOKHO XOPOIIIa M HeBEPOSITHO 10HA. CTpoiiHOE ee Teso ObUIo
MHUHHUATIOPHBIM U ITPEKPACHBIM. BBICOKUE IEBUYbH TPY/IH C SIPKO-KPACHBIMHU COCKAMHM SIBHO HE 3HAJIN
erle AeTCKOro pTa M ObUIH He UcTiopueHbl pogaMu. OKpyIiible CTpoiHbIe Oe/ipa, TEMHBIA MaJIeHbKHIA
TPEYTOJIbHUK BOJIOC, Y3Kasl TAJIMsI M TOUSHBIE CTPOWHbIE HOTM HE3HAKOMKH BBI3BAJIM B HEM HEBOJILHOE
BocxuieHre. Omryias, 4To ero JbIXaHue CTaJIO MPEepbIBUCTHIM OT BUJIA €€ TUICHUTEILHOTO OOHa-
JKEHHOTO TeJia, VIBaH MepeKoum CBoe BHUMAaHUE Ha €€ HOTH, KOTOpbIe HYKIAJIUCh B HEME/IJIEHHOM
neyeHnu. CorpeB Boy, OH OOMBLT ee 0OMOPOKEHHOE TeJIO M TIepeOMHTOBAI HOTM YMCTBIMH TPSTI-
kamu. [TonoxuB 0OHaXkKEHHYIO IEBYIIIKY K ceOe Ha IOCTeNb, OH HAKPbLI €€ CBEPXY OfIESTIOM, CIIIUTHIM
U3 JIOCKyTKOB TKaHU ¥ OTOPOYEHHBIM MEABEKbUM MEXOM.

Housblo BTOporo qHs AeByIIKa repectaia OpeauTh U 3aCHYJIa TSKEIbIM CHOM.
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Crenytonm Bedepom MBaH Kak pa3 rOTOBHUI MOXJIEOKY, CTOS y TIEUH, KOT/Ia 3aCIbIIIAI IOPOX.
OH pe3ko 0OepHyJICS K KpoBaTd U ObICTpO mpuOmm3uics K aepymke. OHa Obutla B co3HaHuu. Ee
OrPOMHBIE TOYOBbIe T71a3a, OOpaMJICHHBIE TYCTHIMUA YEPHBIMHU PECHHIIAMH, HEMOHUMAoIEe ¢ 60s3-
HBIO CMOTpEJIM NPSIMO Ha Hero. TeMHble, epeTUBaloIIMecs BOJIOCH HE3HAKOMKH PACCHINAIUCDH T10
nofyiike. biegHoe 10HOE JUIIO ee OBUIO 0 TOro MpeKpacHbIM, UTo VIBaH 3amep HaJl Hell He B CHJIaxX
3acTaBUTH ceOsl OTOPBATh OT Hee B30P.

Karrora Bo33puiiack Ha BBICOKOTO He3HAKOMIIA, KOTOPbIN CKJIOHWICS Haj Hel. Bosbimas, mpay-
Hasi (purypa My>KUMHbI OTYETO-TO BbI3BAJIa B €€ CYIIECTBE HEMPHUSATHOE YYBCTBO TpeBOru. Pychbie
JUTMHHBIC B3bEPOIIIEHHBIC BOJIOCHI, Pa30pPOCHBIE TIO TIJIeYaM, I'ycTas TeMHasi KOpoTKast Oopoaa v yCbl
oOpamisiiii ero Jmio. [71a3a He3HaKOMIIa HEBO3MOKHOTO TEMHO-3€JIEHOTO 3JI0BEIIEro OTTEeHKa, He
OTpPBIBASICh, TMOTJIOIIAJI €€ CBOMM MpPayHbIM CBeTOM. Ha BUJ eMy OBbLIO JIeT COPOK, JIEBYIIKA MMOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa HETOJIEIbHBIA CTpax U B MCIyre Cckajla pyKaMu ofiesiio, KOTopoe MOoKpsiBajio ee. Kpo-
BaBO-KpacHbIe TyObl KaTiomm 3aieBeinch, 1 OHa XPHILIO MPOIIENTaa;

— Bur nermmin?

— K10? — onemms, cipocuii My>K4rHa TTyXUM MPUATHBIM OApUTOHOM, IPHUITOJHSIB OPOBHU.

— JlecHol AyX, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA THUXO, BCMAaTPUBAsICh B €ro sipKue 3eJIeHbIe IJ1a3a, MPEeKPacHO
MOMHSI CJIOBA HSIHU O TOM, UTO JIEIINe UMENU 3eJIeHble O4d. — Bl Tak MOX0XKU Ha HEro. ..

— BsI uTO, TpOHYNIMCH yMOM? — YAMBUIICSI OH M CJIOBHO caM ceOe TUXo OypKHYJI: — XOTs 9TO
HEYIUBUTEILHO. . .

— Tawm B Jsiecy, BbI ObUTH? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, TIBITAsICh BCE BCIOMHUTb.

— Jla, — OTBETUIJI NIyXO MYKUYMHA.

B crepyommii MUT OH TIPOTSIHYJI PYKY U MOJIOKHUI CBOIO CYXYIO IIIMPOKYIO JIAJOHb Ha ee JIoO.
Ot ero npukocHoBeHus1 Katst Harpsiriach ¥ UCITyTraHHO MOMPOCUJIA:

— He nHapo...

— V¥V Bac Bce elnie xap, — 3aMeTUI MY)KYMHA. — XOTS U He TaKoW CHIIbHBIA yxke. Kak BbI ceOs
YyBCTBYeTe? — 03a00YEHHO CITPOCHII OH, CMOTPSI Ha OJISHYIO JIEBYIIIKY.

— T'osoBa oueHb OOMUT U TOPIIO, — MpornienTaia Karrorra.

Tonbko mocne 3tux cnoB Kats kak Oyaro nmpuiuia B ceds 1 OCO3HANA, YTO Tiepe]l Hel KUBOU
YeJIOBEK, a He JIECHOM [IyX, Kak il MOMEpeInIOoCh, €Ba OHA MPUIIUIA B CO3HAHUE.

— K10 BBI? — HEBOJILHO BHIMOJIBUJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— 41 oxorauk. JKuBy 371ech B jtecy. MeHst IBaHOM 30BYT, — OTBETUJI POCTO MYKUMHA, youpast
PYKY C ee Juua.

— BbI )kuBeTe OfIvH, 371ECh B Jiecy?

UyTh MPUIITY PUBIIKCH, MYKUYMHA TTPOU3HEC:

— Ja.

— UBaH... — 3amsutack Katioma. Eif Ob110 HEyqOOHO 3BaTh €ro 1o MMeHU. — A TIOJIHOCTHIO Bac
Kak BeJIn4aTh?

— NBan AsniekceeBuu.

— lBan AnekceeBudY, a JepeBHS Kakasgs-HUOYAb €CTh MOOMM30CTH? — HAMPSKEHHO CIPOCHIIa
Kartioma, orymiast, 4to el CTAaHOBUTCS He TI0 cebe OT OCO3HAHUS TOrO, YTO OHA HAXOIUTCS B JieCy,
O/IHA, C HE3HAKOMBIM MYKHUKOM.

— Her. Brimxkaiimas nepeBHs oTciofia o4eHb qayieko. [loutu aecstok Bepct OyeT yepe3 00oTo.
A ecnu o vare uiarH, eme oosnpine. — OH oMoJan U Joo6aBuit: — Bam Hevero 0osATbcs. Y MeHs
BbI B 6e30macHOCTU. — Ero rpyaHo# HU3KHIA TOJIOC CIIOBHO JIWJICS M 3aBopaxkuBasl. Katiomia mapy pa3
MOPTHYJIA, M €l CTaJIo He Mo cede OT ero ropsIero HeOTPHIBHOTO B3MJIsIA.

— Braronaprio Bac, — ckazasia JieByImika Tuxo. — Eciiu Obl He BB, OHH. . .

OmHa 3aMs1ach, ¥ €e KPaCHBOE JIUIO UCKA3WJIOCh IPUMACOU OOJH.

— Bac xotenu youts? — cipocuit ViBaH, HanpskeHHO BCMaTPUBAsICh B €€ UyIHBIC IPKHe ToTyObie
r71a3a, oOpaMJIeHHbIC YSPHBIMU ITyIMUCTHIMU pecHutiamu. — [Touemy? Kto stu mmom?
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Kars momyana u, muiis nomkas ryosl, CMOTpesnia Ha Hero.

— 41 He Mory 00 3TOM rOBOPHUTb, — HAMPSI)KEHO BBIIOXHYJIA OHA U TMlepeBesia B3IJIsA B CTOPOHY,
100 MyK4YMHA YK€ COBCEM HENPWIMYHO PasIJIsbIBAN €€ JIMIO, U OT TOrO €l CTAHOBUJIOCH HE T10
cebe.

Bonbltast mpocropHast nepeBstHHas M30a OcBelaiach TYCKJIOHN JTyduHo#. Terio, ucxonusiiee
OT 3aTOTUICHHOM Teuu, ObLIO IyIIeBHBIM U JIACKaJIO Onie/iHble meku Katiomm. 3aHaBecka, BUCEBIas
B IPYTOil CTOPOHE KOMHATHI, OTTOpaKMBaJIa TPETh IPOCTPAHCTBA JepeBSIHHON N30bL. [lyOOBBIH CTOIN Y
OKHA, CYyH/IyK, IKad ¥ napa JJaBOK COCTABJISIA yOoroe yOpaHCTBO Xuiuina. Ha mpoTuBomnonoxHom
CTEHE OHA 3aMETUJIa PYXKbsl, TUCTOJIETHI, & TAKKE XOJIOJHOE OpYKHE.

Omna HeBOJIbHO 3aMepiia, Korga MiBaH BApYr nmpuces Ha Kpail OCTeNH, TAe OHA JIeXKaa.

— Kak Baie nms?

U Karg BHOBb IepeBenia B3I HA €r0 MPayHOE JIUIIO.

— ExarepuHa, — OTBETMJIa OHa TUXO U OIYCTHJIA IJ1a3a Ha OJEsIO.

Ero temHoO-3e/ieHble TJ1a3a JIACKOBO MPOOEKAIHCh KaJHBIM B30POM IO T'YCTHIM PEeCHHIIAM
JEBYILIKHU U JlaJiee 10 €€ TOHKOMY HOCUKY, U OH TUXO 3aMETHII:

— Karioma, uynecHoe umsi. — OH poKanuisijics, YToObl IPUBJIEYb €e BHUMaHKE, U TPOJOJIKHUIL,
TOJIBKO TOCJIE TOTO KaK OHAa TMOJHSIA HA HErO CBOM rofyOoi HeXHBIN B30p. — A 1o Oationike? Bol
nBopsiHka? — Karsi ynopHo Monmyasna, BHOBb OILIYTHB, Kak ee cepiiie MPOH3UI0 00Ie3HEHHOe BOCIIO-
MUHaHue o poautensix. — He xoture rosoputs? — cripocun MBan. — Hy uto k... Bamie npaso, —
I00ABIJI OH, IIOJKAB IJICYaAMH.

— MHe 6b1 BozIbl, — TporienTaia Kars XpuruisiM roiocom.

OTMeTHB, 4TO JIEBYIIIKA BCS 3apesiach OT ero 01mM30cTi, ViBaH ObICTPO BCTaNl M HAITPABUJICA K
nieur. HanosnHuB iepeBsHHBIN KOBII, OH BepHyJIcs K Kartiome.

— Boineiite. 10 oTBap U3 KOpeHbeB. OH BEPHET BaM CHUJIbI.

Kars uyTh npunonssiia rojioBy, 1 ViBaH, CKJIOHUBIIUCH, MOIHEC K ee rydaM KoBIil. OCTOpOKHO
CWJIbHOW PYKOM IPUIEPKaB €€ rojIoBY 3a 3aThUIOK, VIBaH momor el HanuTbes. JeByIika oTnuia nojo-
BUHY U, TOOJIArofapyB, BHOBb TSIKEJIO YIajia Ha MOMYIIKY. Y Hee 3aKpyXujiach TojoBa.

WBan oromen k neun. Katioma BHOBb ocMorpesnack. OHa Jexkaja Ha IIMPOKOM KpOBaTH,
MOKPBHITOM MSTKOM TEMHOM IIKypoil. Opesio, CIIMTOE U3 MHOXECTBA JIOCKYTKOB, Ha HApOAHBIN
MaHep, NOKpbIBaJIO ee Tes10. CTpaHHOE OUTyIIEHHUE, YTO OHA I'ojiasi, BBI3BAJIO Y IEBYIIKH UCITYT, U OHa,
MIPUTIOTHSAB OIesI0, ocMOoTpeta cedst. JleficTBUTeNTbHO, OHA OblIa MOJIHOCTHI0 OOHakeHa. MTHOBEHHO
MOKPACHEB OT CThIA, OHA YCTPEMMJIA OIIAPAIEHHBIII HEPBHBIN B30pP HA BBICOKYIO IIMPOKOILIEUYIO
(urypy My>KuuHbI, KOTOPBII YTO-TO HAJIMBAJI M3 OOJBIIOrO KOTEJIKA B JEPEBSIHHYIO MUCKY. Yepes
CUJTy CIJIOTHYB M OHIyIasi TUKyIo 6016 B ropie, Kariomma cripocuna:

— 3auem BbI pazjienu MeHs?

WBan oOepHyJIcs K Hell M OOBSICHILT:

— Bu1 O6bu1M BCst B Ipsizu. $1 BBIMBLI Bac.

Ero ¢pasa BbizBana y Karomm ouepeHOil CTHIIMBBIN ClIa3M B CEpILE, U OHa HAaXMYpPHJIaCh.
ViBaH BHOBB MpUOIM3UIICA K AEBYIIIKE, YAEPKHUBasi B OJJHOW PYKY MHUCKY, U3 KOTOPOU I map.

— A rae mMoe 1iatbe? — HACTOPOKEHHO 3aMeTHIIa OHa, CJIes 3a TeM, KaKk OH IOCTaBUJI MUCKY
PSIIOM C KpOBAaThIO Ha HEOOJIBIITYIO JEPEBSIHHYIO CKaMbIO M BHOBD oToIesl. OH BEpHYJICS C IepeBsiH-
HO JIO)KKOM U TIO-CBOWCKM BHOBB YCEJICSI Ha TOCTEJIb PSIIOM C HEl.

— OHo coxHet. Ho 51 He qymalo, 4TO BBl cMOXkeTe HajleTh ero. OHO CUJIbHO MTOPBaHO.

JleBy1iKa CyIOpOKHO BLEMUIACh PYKaMH B OJEsI0 U, CIJIOTHYB, IPOLIENTaIa:

— Kak xe? 51 Beap He MOTy... — OHa 3aMsIaCh, HECYACTHO CMOTPSI EMY B JIMLIO.

— Hapenere moto pyOaxy, — BinactHO Besies1 ViBaH u, B3sIB MUCKY B pyKy, 1oOaBui: — [loemibTe,
3TO IIK.

[IporaruBas eyl cyn, oH yCTpeMWJI Ha Hee HacTOM4MBHIM B3op. Karioma memyieHHO cena Ha
MOCTENH, yIEPAKUBAsI pyKaMU ofesu1o Ha Irpyau. OJHaKo, KOI/ia OHA IPOTSIHYJIa PYKY K MUCKE C CYTIOM,
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TSKEJIOE OIeslI0 HEYassHHO COCKOUYMIIO C €€ CTPOMHOIO TeJla, U €€ IPyb Ha Mapy CeKyH]| OKa3ajlach
oOHaxeHa. VIBaH CKOJIb3HYJ TOPSIIIIUM B3IJISIOM IO OEJIOCHEeKHOM IEBUUbEH IJIOTH, HO B CJICAYIOIIHIA
mur Kats pe3ko npukpbuia ee, 3apAeBUINCh OT CThIIA.

— 4 nopepxy, — ckazan VIBaH 1 pOTAHYJI MUCKY AEBYIIKE.

Kartomna, ogHOM pykoii ynep:KuBasi Ofiesiyio, ApYrou B3sijia JIOKKY U C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM OTXJIEO-
HyJIa TYCTHIX IIeH. Yke depe3 mapy JIOKEeK OHa, JKesasl pa3psAuTh HANPSKEHHYIO THETYIYI0 00CTa-
HOBKY, KOTOpasi HEBOJIbHO BO3HHUKJIA OT OIM30CTH MYKYMHBI, TUXO CIIPOCHUJIA!

— Yro 3710 32 Msico? OueHb BKYCHOE.

WBan Bapyr ynbIOHYyJCS €i, ¥ OHa OTMETHJIA, YTO B €0 IJIa3ax MOsIBUJIACH JIacKa.

— Kocyns. INo3aBuepa noacrpeni, — otBeTrsl oH. OHM BHOBB 3aMonyanu, U Katioma ocro-
poxHO mnpopokuia ectb. Ilocne Hepmonroro momuanus MBaH BOpyr npeanoxui: — Bl cuibHO
60nbHBL. OTTOTO MOXETE OCTAThCSl Y MEHsI, ITOKa He TIOUYBCTBYeTe ceOsl Jiydiiie. A TOTOM 51 TOMOTY
BaM BBIMTH U3 Jieca U JOOPaThCs A0 ONMVKANIIeH JepeBHH.

— bnaroaapio Bac, — nponeneraia Katiomia u BApyr olyTysIa, 4YTO y Hee nponat anmneTut. OHa
OTCTpaHWJIa €ro PyKy C MUCKOW M BHOBb JIETJIa Ha MOCTEJIb, U3MYU€HO IIPUKPBIB IJ1a3a.

Oco3HaHKe TOro, YTO OTHBIHE €i COBCEM HEKy/a MITH, 3aXBaTWJIO MbICIH AeBYIIKU. OHa He
3HAJIa, XO3SIMHUYAJIU JIM ellle B ee POHON ycaapOe pa3OOMHUKY WIH YKe TIOKUHYIH oM. 1 mostomy
He TIOHUMaJIa, YTo eil enaTh Jaspiie. Ho MHCTUHKTUBHO 4yBCTBOBaJIA, YTO B AJIEKCAHPOBKY €I11e
MIOKa OMACHO BO3BpaIaThesl. B ee ronoBe 3a0pe3kuia MbICIb O TOM, YTO HaIo exath B [letepOypr,
K Teryuike [apbe, ponHOW cecTpe NOKOWHOW MaTyliku. [lapbs ['aBpuiioBHa Kujia cO CBOMM ceMeil-
CTBOM B cTonuiie 1 oueHb modmia Karionty. Ho ee myx, [lerp MBanoBuu HennmoB, nMen CKBepHbIN
JKETYHBIN XapaKTep v HeIoMoOIMBa ee OTIa 1 MaTyiky. Ho Beixona apyroro He O6b110. OHa JO/KHA
ObLJ1a OTIPABUTHCSA K TETYIIIKE M paccKa3aTh 000 BCEX 3JIOKIIOUEHUSIX, YTO TIOCTUTIIH €.

Karioria BHOBB OIIyTHJIa, YTO y Hee HECTEPIUMO TOPHT TojioBa, a TOPJO CagHWUT OT OOu.
[NousB, yro MBaH 1mpaB u, Moka He TIOMPABUTCS, el TskeNo OyneT gooparbes no lerepOypra, oHa
BHOBb OTpbLJIa IJIa3a ¥ 3aMETUJIa, 4To VIBaH BCe Tak e MOMIOLIAIoIee U HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPUT MPSIMO
B €€ JIML0. OT MyKUMHBI CUJIBHO N1AXJIO IOPOXOM, 5KKEHBIM JIEPEBOM U €llle KAKUM-TO €JIe YJIOBUMbIM
MYKCKMM apomaToMm, 1 Karioma Ope3rimmBo momopinuiack. Ho, TyT e MCIyraBIych, 4To OH 3aMe-
THUT €€ OTBpAIlleHHe, MONBITAIACH TIPUBETIMBO YABIOHYTHCS €My U MOMPOCHIIa:

— Ecnu BbI O3BONMTE, 51 IOXUBY Y BAC HEKOTOPOE BpeMs. A TO YyBCTBYIO, UTO OYEHb CJ1ada.
Heckosnpko anHei uim Hezpeno.

— Bpsa 11 BBl IONpaBUTECH 3 CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMsl, — HauaJl yBelleBaresibHo MBaH, nocTaBuB
MOJTyITYCTYI0O MUCKY Ha JIaBKy. — JKap y Bac He criajaeT TpETbU CyTKU. A HOC He ABIINUT. Buaumo, Bbl
cuiIbHO 3actyauinck. Hy, 3To HectpanHo. Byny ornavBath Bac TpaBamu. [lymaro, uepes napy Hejienb
BBI MonpaBuTech. Ho BaM Hafo mocTosiHHO Jiexathb. MHaue OyzeT xyxe.

— MHe HeyI0OHO TaK JIOJro CTeCHATh Bac, ViBaH AJiekceeBuY.

— BbI coBepiieHHO He crecHsieTe MeHs, KaTiola, — TUXO 3aMeTUJ1 OH, U €r0 pyKa O4eHb OCTO-
POKHO IPUKOCHYJIACh K €€ TEMHOBOJIOCOM I'OJIOBE M JIACKOBO IPOBEJA M0 PACIHYIIEHHBIM BOJIOCAM.
JeBymika 3amepia, u MIBaH, OTMETHB 3TO, OBICTPO yOpast JIAJIOHD C €€ BOJIOC ¥ MPOHUKHOBEHHO J100a-
BWI: — BBl y MEeHs XBaTuT JUIs Hac ABoMX. HeiHYe 3uMa, e mMano. Bot 1 no3abodych HEMHOTO O
BaC, XOTh KAKOE-TO pa3HOOOpa3re B MOEH MPaYHOM KU3HH.

CrnoBa MyX4MHBI OTYETO-TO HE MOHpaBWIMCh KaTiolle, OHa MOYyBCTBOBa/Ia B HUX KaKOW-TO
CKPBITBIN IoTeKCT. K TOMY ke OJIM30CTh 3TOr0 MYyKUMHBI yTHETANIA €€ U BhI3bIBaJ1a cTpax. Ero temHo-
3€JIEHBbIM CYPOBBIN B30P, KOTOPBIA HU HA MUT HE OCTABJISLI €€ JIMLA, OTYEr0-TO BHYILAJ €i YyBCTBO
OIACHOCTH, U Y Hee BIPYT MOSBUIIOCH HEMCTOBOE JKeJIaHWe HEMEJICHHO yOexkarh mpodb. Bums asnbie
IIIEKM 1 HEpBHBIN B3MJIsA] IEBYIIKU, VIBaH BHOBb MOAHSICS C MOCTENU U, 3aXBaTHB C COOOW MHCKY,
OTOLIEN K MEYH.

Kars1, oGneryeHHO B3/I0XHYB, CHOBAa OTKMHYJIACh Ha TOAYIIKY M YCTaJO MPHKpbUIA IJIa3a.
['onoBa packaspiBasiack OT OOJU Te-TO BHYTPHU, TOPJIO CUJIBHO CAJHWIO, U Y Hee COBCEM He ObLIO
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cui1. OHa Jiexana ¢ 3aKphITHIMU IJ1a3aMH JIOBOJIBHO JIOJITO, Kak OyATo BO cHe. Ee MbIcin XaoTH4HO
NepecKakrBajl, U OHA [IOYTHU HE IOHUMaJIa, YTO IPOUCXOAUT BOKPYT. MIHOrIa oHa OTKpbIBaJia I71a3a,
U Tiepeji B30pOM IUTbUTH TeMHbIe Kpyru. CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH OHa IpoJieskalia Tak, vac, ABa Wi Oornee,
Kars He oco3HaBasia, MOCTOSIHHO MIPOBAJIMBasiCh B OecnaMsaTcTBO. OJJHAKO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT OHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €€ MOUYEBOH Iy3bIph MEPENOIHEH, U OHA HEUCTOBO XoueT oOneryuthes. OHa
OTKpbLIa IOKPACHEBIINE IJ1a3a U HEBOJIBbHO B3/1porHysa. Moo ViBaH 0T4ero-To CTosi1 B M3rojioBbe ee
KpOBAaTU U MPUCTAJILHO CMOTPEJ HA HEEe HEMUTAIOLIUM B3IJISIIOM.

— WzBunuTE, 51 OBI XOTENA. .. — U3MYUYEHHO mpoiientana Kariomia, 3aMsBIIMCh M 3apAEBIIUCH
OT CThIAA.

— Ha nBop? — nmomor MBaH, BHUMaTeNbHO 151711 Ha Hee. Karsa kuBHyma. OH OBICTPO OTOIIIEN
K JIEPeBSIHHOMY CYHIIYKY M JIOCTAJ U3 HEero cepyio pyoaxy u3 rpyooro xoscra. [lonoiins k aeBymike,
oH Besiesl: — Hazjenbre BOT 310. [laBaiite s1 MOMOTyY, — NMPEIJIoKUI OH U YK€ HaKJIOHWICS HaJ HEew,
Jepka pyoaxy B pyKax.

— Her, Her, — npoxpunena Karoma uenyrasso.

— Ho, — VBan HaxmypuJics u nomxai ryosl. Karioma, codpaB cuiisl, MEJICHHO cefia U, yruep-
KUBasi OfIESJIO HA TPY/H, TIPOTSHYNA PYKY.

— $1 cama, — moGaBMIIa OHA M BBHIXBATHJIA U3 €T0 PYK pyOarlky.

— OTXOXee MeCTo He Ha yJuIle, a B JoMe, — OOBSICHIII OH, He CITyCKasi C Hee HalpsKEHHOTO
B3MUIs1/1a. — BOH 3a TOM MaJIeHbKOU JBEPBIO.

OH yka3asn Ha HeOOJbIIYIO ABEPb HAIPOTUB KpoBaTH. Kars KMBHYIa, MOKa3biBasi, YTO MOHSIIA.
U xotena yxe onetbcesi, Ho ViBaH Kak OyaTO HE COOMPAICS OTXOAUTD OT KPOBATHU U CTOSLT HEMOJBHUKHO.
JleBy11Ka HanpsikeHHO YCTaBUJIACh HA HETO KPACHOPEUMBBIM B30pPOM M HaxMypuilach. OH Bce MOHSI
1, OBICTPO OTBEPHYBILUCH, OTOIIEN B IAJILHUN YOI KOMHATHI.

Kars, yBuznes, uro MiBaH CTOUT K HeW CIIMHOM, TOPOIUIMBO HAKWHYJA Ha cebs pydaxy. Berpb
ObLJIa TOBOJILHO IIUPOKasi, U JIEBYIIIKA YTOHYJIA B Hell. Py0axa oka3zaiach YMCTOM U Jake MaxHyIien
KaKMMHU-TO TpaBamMu. OHa CIycTHJIa HOTHM C KpOBaTy U MolbITajack Berarh. Ho eiBa oHa nogHsnack,
KaK OILlyTHJIa, YTO HOTH He ciyluaTcs. B cinenyonmii mur, He moHUMas1, 4Tto mporcxoaut, Kariora
PYXHyJIa Ha 1I0J1, HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYB. VIBaH cTpeMUTENIbHO HaBUC HaJ AEBYIIKOM, CUSILEN Ha pac-
CTEJIEHHOH y KpOBaTH IIKype MeJBe/isl.

— Y0 Takoe? — 00ECIIOKOEHHO CITPOCHIT OH.

— Horu, ¢ HUMu 4to-T0 He Tak, — BEIMOJIBWIA McilyraHHO KaTs u mocmoTpesa Ha Hero CHu3y
BBEpX, UyTh HE IUIaya. — 5] MX coBceM He olyao!

WBaH crped AeByIIKYy B OXarKy U IMOCaAWI 0OpaTHO Ha KpoBath. [IpuceB psaom ¢ Hell Ha Kop-
TOYKH, OH HauaJl CUJIbHBIMU PYKaMHU OCTOPOKHO OIIYTIBIBATH €€ CTYITHH, NepeBs3aHHbIE TPSIIKAMHU.

— YysctByere? — yTOUHMJI OH ¥ BHUMATEJIBHO TIOCMOTpEI B ee OJIeIHOe JIUIIO.

— Her, — oHa oTpuaTensHO 3aMOTaja rojioBOM, UCITYTaHHO TS B €r0 MpavyHoe Oopoaaroe
nMIIo, OBIBILICE HA YPOBHE e IJia3.

VBan nepeBen pyKy BbIIIIE TI0 HOTE JEBYIIKM U MPUKOCHYJCS K ee rojeHsM. Karoma tuxo
BCXJIMITHYJIa, HECYACTHO CMOTPsI HA HETO.

— A 31€ch? — IpoOIOJKaJl OH, HAXMYpPUBLIKMCh. Ero crsbHble NMasiblibl, HAYaau OLIyIbIBATh €€
KOJIEHU.

— Her! CoBcem Huyero He 4yBCTBYIO! — B ICTEpHKe BOCKJIMKHYJI1a KaTiola 1, CKUHYB €ro pyku
CO CBOMX HOT, HayaJia cama OBICTPO OIIYILIBaTh MX. JJoOpaBimch 10 Oeep, OHa TUXO MpoJierneTaa: —
Tonbko 371€Ch, HaBEPXY, — YCTPEMUB Ha HETO HEMIOHUMAIOIMI UCITyTaHHbII B30p, POXPUIIESa CUII-
JbIM O0JIe3HEHHBIM rosiocoM: — OTuero 31o?

— HaBepno, ooMopoxenue, — oObsicHuI VIBaH, BHUMATENIBHO TJISIsl HA JIEBYIIKY B IIMPOKON
pyOaxe, KOTopasi efjBa 3aKpbIBaJia €e STOAMIIBI U BEpX CTPOUHBIX Oefiep.

— M kak ke g cMOory... — 3aMsBILINCh, BBIIOXHYJIA KaTs, 1 Ha ee I1a3a HAaBepHYJIUCH CJIE3BI.

WBaH, yBuzeB, 4To ee ria3a yBIaKHWINCh, KAK-TO BECh HAMPSTCS ¥ TIOIKAJ HEIOBOJIBHO I'yOBI.
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— BpI uTO *)e, mnakath Hagymasu, Katioma? — cripocuit odecriokoeHo oH. — He Hao atoro. ..

Ho Kats yxe 3akpbljia JIMIIO JIATOHSIMH U 3aIulakaiia, Oosee He kejasi BUIETh 3Toro 6oposja-
TOTO OMACHOTO YesioBeKa. DTo ObUT KaKOW-TO KYTKUU HecKOH4YaeMblii kommap. CHavasa yxacHoe
KpOBaBOE HamaJeHue Ha ycaap0y ee poauTesiei, MOTOM OHa e/1Ba CIaciach OT OJEP/KUMBIX JOJEH, a
Terepb cujena OobHAsI, HEMOIIHAS B TJIyXOM JIECy B JIOroBe AMKapsi. Bce 3To ObUIO Tak JKyTKO, YTO
Kars1 HeBoIbHO ckanack OT crpaxa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee, U OIIyIIala CBOIO
3aBUCUMOCTB OT 9TOTO MPAavyHOro Myxuka. OHa ¢ OTYassHUEeM AyMaJa, YTo He TOJBKO MPOCTYXeHa 1
OOJIbHA, HO €lle U XOIUTh HE MOXKET, CJIOBHO JUTS OECIIOMOIIHOE.

— 51 oTHecy Bac B OTXOXee MeCTO, a TIOTOM ellle pa3 HOrM IOCMOTPHUM, — YCITBIIIIAIa OHA THXH,
CIIOKOMHBIH, BIAaCTHBIN OapuToH VBaHa.

B cnenyrommii MUT OH JIETKO MOIXBATHII IEBYILIKY Ha PYKHU U OTHEC €€ B MAJICHbKYI0 KOMHATKY.
Tam, nocagus Kario Ha HEYTO MOJOOHOE CTYIy C IBIPKOM BMECTO CHEHHMSI, OH BBIIIIEJ, OCTABHB €€
onny. Kats oGnerunnace, Bce erie 6e3MosBHO 1uiada. OH BepHYJICS 3a Hell Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT,
MIpeJBapUTEIbHO MOCTYYABIINCh U CIIPOCUB pa3pelleHus BOTU. BepHyB ieBylIKy B nioctesns, MBan
TMIOJIOXKWUJT €€ Ha CIIMHY.

— Io3BoinbTe, 1 OCMOTPIO Ballld HOTH? — TOMPOCHII OH BEKJIMBO M TIEYAJIbHO YJIBIOHYJICS €.
Kars mocnymmHo KMBHY/ A U 3aKpblia 1J1asa.

VBaH HaKkJIOHWIJICS HAJl HEW M OCTOPOKHO MPUKOCHYJICSA CHAavyaja K ee CTYITHSIM, a 3aTeM K
KOJIeHsIM. Pa3MOTaB TKaHb, OH ¢ OOJIerYeHneM 3aMeTHII, YTO PaHbl HA €€ HOTaxX 3aTSHY/IUCh, U ObLIH
BU/IHBI JIMIIIb HECKOJILKO HeOObIIMX Mope3oB. Horu ee, OTKphITHIE €ro B30pY /10 CaMoro Bepxa oezep,
6I>UII/I MPEJICCTHBI: CTpOfIHbIG, TOYCHBIC, 66)11)16, C TOHKMMH U3AIIHBIMU CTYITHAMM. IIepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KaK KPOBb MPHJIMIIA K ero BUckaM. CrivHa ero BMUT BCIIOTENA, a PyKH
3agpoxanu. [IoTcKoe keanue, KOTopoe BO3HUKJIO Y HETo ellle B EPBBI JeHb, KOrJa OH pa3aeBal
ACBYIIKY U MblJI, CHOBA HAXJIBIHYJIO HA HETO. B])ICTpO 3aKOHYHMB OCMOTP, HNBan HaKpbLUT ACBYLIKY OO€-
simoM. KaTioma oTpbliia m1a3a 1 HEpBHO B3IJISIHYJIA Ha HETo.

— 3aBTpa CXOXKYy K 3Haxapke, — yBeIoMus oH. — OHa KMBET Ha OKpauHe OJNVDKAWIIero cera,
MIOrOBOPIO C Heil. MOXKeT, OHa CMOKET TIOMOYb.

Kats monua kuBHysna. OHa OTBEpHYJIACh OT HETO U YTKHYJIACh JPOKAIUM OT YHUXKEHUS U
CTpaxa JIMIIOM B MOYIIKY, CIOBHO UCIYTaHHBIN PeOeHOK.

WBan, BUs, 4yTO OHA OOJIBIIE HE XOUET C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, COBCEM He OOHIEICs, TIOHUMas,
YTO JEBYIIIKA ellle JJO KOHIIa He OTOIIIa OT Opesia, OTTOro TaKk Hepa3roBOpYMBa U rpyoda.
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I'nasa III. YeTkn

BnenHbiil Tyd MOPO3HOTO BEYEPHEro CONHIIA MPOHHUKA Yepe3 ObIYMi My3bIphb, HATSHYTHIA HA
MaJIEeHbKOE OKOHIIE, ¥ OCBEIal TEMHYI0 MpayHylo n30y. KaTioma Tskesio OTKpblia CBUHIIOBBIE OMyX-
IIMe BEKU U OCMOTpeach. Y0oroe yOpaHCTBO A€PEBSHHOMN N30bI BHI3BAJIO Y JIEBYIIIKY TOPbKIE Mpay-
Hble MbICTH. Ee BocnoMyHaHMsI He ObUTH KOIIIMapHBIM CHOM, OHH OBUTH CypPOBOM peasibHOCTHIO. [TouTtu
BCIO MTPE/IBIAYIIYI0 HOYb OHA TUXO MPOILJIaKasa, yTKHYBIIKCH JIMIIOM B TEMHBIN MeX, 00sICh Pa3OyauTh
CIISIIIETO HeTOJaJIeKy Ha JIaBKe MyKUMHY. TOJIBKO 1Moj yTpo OHa 3a0bl1ach B OECIIOKOMHOM CHE.

OCTOpOXKHO MPHUITOAHSBIIKCH Ha JIoKTe, Kars orspenacs. B u3de Hukoro He Obuto. JlaBka,
CTOsAIIIASI B YITy U MTOKPBITAs IIKYPaMHU, Ha KOTOpoii ciiasi Buepa MBan, O6buta mycra. Kars 3agymanace.
B n36e mmenach Bcero ogHa KpoBaTth, M OHa ObUIa 3aHsTA MMEHHO elo. [IeByIiKa NmoHsIa, YTo 3TOT
HETIOHSTHBIN YeJIOBEK YCTYIUII CBOE JIOKE €M, JIMIIHUB ceOst yIoOCTBa. DTO MOKA3AIOCh € CTPAHHBIM.
3ayeM OH Tak ycy:xJmB ¢ Heli? U BooOitie, rie oH Terniepb? Cy/is o cyMepKaM, yxke HaCTYITIIT Beuep.

HeoxumaHnHo oHa BCMOMHWIIA, YTO Buepa VBaH roBOpUJI YTO-TO MPO JEPEBHIO, B KOTOPYIO
cobupascs cerogts. OHa HEUCTOBO XOTesa MUTh U, TIOBEPHYBIINCH, 3aMETHJIA, YTO Y U3TOJIOBbS KPO-
BaTU Ha JIABKE CTOUT JiepeBsiHHAs KpykKa. OHa HEBOJIBHO JOTSHYJIACH IO Hee, TaM OKa3ajlach BOJA.
JleByIlIKa ¢ HaCIaXJICHUEM BBHIITIIIA €€ BCIO, B JyIle MoOJaroJapuB MyKUYHHY 3a IPEIyCMOTPUTEIb-
HOCTh. OHa ONIYTHIIA, YTO €€ MOYEBOM ITy3bIph NOJIOH. KaTiolia HecuacTHO MOCMOTpena Ha IepeBsiH-
Hble OpYChs, U3 KOTOPBIX OblIa CII0kKEHA MPOTHBOMOJIOKHAS CTEHA, 32 KOTOPOW HAXOIUJIOCh OTXOXee
MECTO, He 3Hasl, YTO el jieiaTh. Be/lb MoMoYb el ObUI0 HEKOMY.

Vike yepe3 MUT OHA TSKEJNO cella Ha TOCTeNH, TIOATSHYB MOHMKe pyOamiky VBaHa, B KOTOPOit
cnana. C ycuiveMm JIeByIlIKa BHOBb TOMBITAJIACH BCTaTh, HO, KaK M HaKaHyHe, ynaia Ha noi. Cuns
Ha TEMHOW IIKype, OHa BHOBb 3arulakajia. Bapyr ee B3mis OCTaHOBUJICS Ha HEOOJBIIOM KOpPHITE
C BBICOKMMH KpasiMH, CTOsIIIIEM OKOJIO KpoBaTh. OHa MoHsiIa, uto VIBaH crienuaibHO OCTaBUJ €ro
PsIOM, YTOOBI OHA CMOIJIA BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS MM KaK HOYHBIM TropimkoM. OHAKO MPeCcTaBUB, KakK
HE3HAKOMBIH UesIoBeK Oy/ieT BHIHOCUTD 32 Hell MCTpaskHeHus1, KaTs CThIAIMBO MOMOPINMIIACE.

Ho MoueBoii my3bipb Oosee He Kenas TepreTh U MPUYUHST OYTH OOJIe3HEHHBIE OIIyIICHHS.
Kariomma, npumnopHsBIIMCh, CHION3TA CO MIKYPHI U, ONMUPAsCh HA JpOXalye pyKH, MOMoI3ia B CTO-
POHY MaJIeHbKOM JABepU. XOTb MOJ U ObUT AEPEBSAHHBIM, YTO PEAKO BCTPEYAIOCh B M30aX, OH BCE Ke
oKazajics cTyneHbld. Pykamu u 6egpamu Karst oTueTimBo onryiaia Xoso/, UCXOOUBIINNA OT IPyObIX
HAIOJIbHBIX OpeBeH, HO BCE K€ HACTOWYMBO MEJICHHO TMOJ3J1a B HYXHYI0 cTopoHy. C OoJbIIMMU
YCUJIMSIMHU JIEBYIIIKA JIOCTUIIIA OTXOKEr0 MeCTa U MOclie BEPHYJIAch 0OPATHO K KPOBATH TaK XKe O3~
KOM. 3amep3liiasi, ApoxKaiiasi OHa TONbKO Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO MUHYT, COOpaB MOC/IeTHUE CUJTbI, BHOBD
B300pajach Ha HU3KYI0 KpoBath. CTyda oT xosoaa 3ydbamu, Katioia cipsitanack noj oiesijio v Jieria.
['onoBa packasisiBasiach OT OOJIM, ¥ OHa CKajla BUCKM pykamu. ['opio 6omnero.

He mpormuio u AByX 4acoB, Kak CHapyXu MocCiblmaics mym. Bepb B U130y OTBOpHIIACh, U
MOPO3HBII BO3/IyX BOPBAICS BHYTpb. VIBaH, OIETHIi B MOXHATBIN TYJIYI U INAIKY, BOIIET BHYTPb.
Karioma cpa3sy e noBepHy/ach M UCIYTaHHO MOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero. B joxmaroil TeMHOU ofesxe
BBICOKMI X031MH M30bI TIOKa3asics Kare erre Oosee 3710BEIUM, YeM HaKaHYHe.

BpocuB 1ienkuil B3I B CTOPOHY mocTtenu, VIBaH 3aMeTwJ1, 4To JAeBYIIKa He CIIUT U BHUMa-
TEJIbHO CMOTPHT B €ro cTopoHy. OH npuBeTMBoO YibiOHyscs Kartiome u, cOpocuB ¢ 1uied OOJBIION
MEIIIOK, OIYCTHJI €0 Ha IOJI.

— Kaxk BbI 31€Ch 6€3 MeHs1? — CIPOCHIT OH, CHUMAs BEPXHIOIO OJIEK/1Y C IMMPOKHX ILIEY.

— Xopomo, — yepe3 cuily orBeTwia Karoma 1 Tskeno npanogHsiach Ha JIokTe. — Bac goinro
He ObLIO.

BricTpo omnonocHyB pyku B yMbIBaJIbHUKE, VIBaH noptorien omxke k 6onbpHOM. Kak u Buepa, Kats
cKaJtach IMPH ero MpuOIMKeHUH. B3I ero ropsimmx ri1a3 OCTaHOBUIICS Ha ee OJIeTHOM U3MYUeHHOM
nute. TeMHble criyTaHHbIe BOJIOCH! €€ Ka3aInuch Oe3KM3HEHHBIMHU.

23



A. TemoBa. «JlecHOM KHS3b»

— 4 B nepesHio xoau. JJopory uepe3 0010TO CHIIbHO 3aHecsio. HaBepHoe, B crieyomui pa3 B
00XO0J1 MPUJIETCS UJITH, STO B JIBa pa3a joJbiie. [IpuHec Bam oexay. Bel 1aBHO npocHymuch? — Kars
OTpHIIATENILHO TTOKayasa ronoBou. — Kak Bamm Horu?

— Taxk 3xe, — oTBeTHJIa IEBYIIKA U OMYCTHJIA T71a3a.

WBan, 6pocuB OBICTPBIN B3MJISA] HA MAJIEHBKOE MYCTOE KOPBITO, TTPEIIOKILT:

— OTHecTH Bac B OTXOXee MeCTO?

Kars orpunarenbHO mokayasia rojloBoM ¥ THXO MpoJieneTaa:

— 4 cama yxe cxoguia.

— Kak xe? — nepe6w ee VBaH, u ero oceHu 0. — Heysxemnu Bbl MOI3aiu 10 JieJssHoMYy oy ?! —
Kars nonHsa Ha Hero mia3a v KuBHyna. OHa BHJeNa, KaK ero JIMIO HAIPATJIOCh, M OH IJTyXO BbIIa-
i — BB UTO Ke U3-3a CBOEH INTYTOM rOpIOCTH PEIIvIM OKOHYATEIbHO 3aCTYAUThCS ? !

OH BMHT TIpe/ICTaBIJI, KaK OHA TMOJ3JIa 10 MOy C FOJILIMA HOraMu, MO0 ero pydamika XoTb 1
ObLTa eft OoJIbIIIasi, HO BCe e He 3aKphIBaJia TIOJIHOCTHIO HOTH.

—41... — mompITaNack ckazarb YTO-TO B CBOE orpaBaaHue Kariorma.

— [Touemy BbI HEe BOCHOIB30BAIUCH KOPHITOM? $1 e HaMepEeHHO OCTaBHJI €r0 OKOJIO KpoBaTu?

Kars nmokpacHena u oryctiia riasa. ToT pa3roBop Ha MHTUMHYIO TEMY 0 KPaHOCTH CMYIIIA
ee.

— Heyxenu Bbl He MOHMMaeTe, YTO BaM Hellb3sl OoJiee 3acTykaTbcsi! — MPOAOIKal OH BO3MY-
IIIEHHBIM XPUIUTBIM TosiocoM. OH POBOPHO HAKJIOHWICS K JEBYIIKE U MPHJIOKHUI PYKYy K ee Joy,
OTMETHB, 4TO OH BCE ellle TopsIril. — Y Bac onsATh kap! Uto K, Bac 1 Ha Yac OCTABUTh OfIHY HEJb351?

Karst uyBcTBOBasIa ce0s1 M TaK 10 KPalHOCTU MEP3KO, & OT €r0 CJIOB U3 €€ IJ1a3 MOJIUJIUCh TUXUE
oonbime cine3bl. OHa BUaesna, uto MBaH He Ha HIyTKYy pas3iwics Ha Hee, U JIEBYIIKA PEelInia, 4To ee
MIPUCYTCTBUE Pa3[Ipaxaer ero.

— IIpoctuTe, 4TO TaK CTECHSIO Bac, — MPOIENTala OHA, OITyCTUB TOJIOBY.

VBaH OTUET/IMBO OTMETUJI €€ CJIe3bl, KOTOPbIE yKe XJIBIHYJIN U3 OOJIbIINX 1713, M TYT ke OCTHLI.
OH HanpsikeHHO cMoTpen Ha Kartiomry 1 orryiman B cebe HapacTaroliee ejlaH|e 3allUTUTh OT BeeX
HEB3TOJl 3TY MCIYTaHHYIO JAEBYIIIKY, HECYACTHYIO 1 HEOOBIYaliHO KPACHBYIO.

— 41 nmpuHec BaM JieKapcTBa Aa MIETKY JUIsl BOJIOC, — 3aMETHII OH ykKe Oojiee CIIOKOWHO, PEelnuB
MIepeBECTH Pa3roBop B Jpyroe pycio. OH oTolen 1, B3sIB MEUIOK, 4TO MPUHEC ¢ COO0M U3 AepeBHH,
TIOJIOXKWUJT €ro y KpoBatu. Pa3Bs3aB BepeBKy, MIBaH Hauas OCTaBaTh U3 HETO BEIIM, PACKJIabIBAs UX
Ha KpOBaTh Iepe/] Helo ¥ TUXO KOMMEHTHUPYs: — BOT XomioBast NoaCcTHIIKa Ha KpoBaTh. S mogymad,
YTO BaM HEMPHATHO CIaTh Ha MEJBEKbEN IIKYpe.

B crnenytonmit Mmur ViBan u3BJIeK U3 CyMKHM HECKOJIBKO O€JIbIX JJIMHHBIX pyOalliek u Ba pyc-
CKHMX capad)aHa CHHETrO M KPAacCHOTO LIBETOB. A TaKke Bs3aHble HOCKH, YYJIKH, IETKY AJIs BOJIOC U
HECKOJIbKO HeOombImMX OaHouek u3 Oepectsl. Ofexay oH monoxui nepen Kareit, u neBymika Herno-
HUMAIOIIMM B30pOM TIOCMOTpesia Ha Hee. baHKM M OonbIoi OyThUTh ¢ MOJIOKOM OH TMOCTaBHJI Ha
HEeOOJBINON TyOOBbIN CTOJ, CTOSIIMI Ha IMPOKUX OpeBHAX OKOJIO MEYH.

— Bor, 3Haxapka gayna mMasu 1eneOHble Ui Topiia U Balllux HOT, — OOBbsICHWI OH. — Hacumy
OThICKaJ 9Ty 0a0Ky. PaHblIlie OHa Ha OKparHe celia Kiiia. A HbIHYe OOMTCS OIHA OCTABAThCS, K I0YepU
nepeexaia B n30y. B aToii nepeBHe HecrokoiHO. TaMoIHero moMeIymKa iBa Mecsia Hazaz yousu,
12 ¥ XO3IMHUYAET Ha ero 3eMJIsSIX pa300MHUK ofiuH, Ky4yKoBbIM KJIMUYT. DTa JepeBHs y HEro Ternepb
BpOJIE JIOTOBA, IJIe OH CBOMX JIIOAUILEK PACCEITHI, 3aCTaBIISIET KPECTbsIH KOPMUTD UX.

— A 310T pa3boitHuK. Bel Buzienu ero? — ¢ 3aMupaHueM cepiia Clipocuiia JIeBYIIKa.

Ona omrymana, 4ro ot cjoB VBaHa eil ctano He mo cebe, a cepiie HaOJHWIOCh KYTKUMU
KpPOBaBBIMH BOCIIOMUHaHHSAMH. Beh OHa mpekpacHO MOMHMJIA, YTO Kak pa3 ¢ paszdoiHukamu Kyuy-
KOBa Haraj Ha X uMeHue mepsasell JlaBasbe. OHa ¢ OTUYAsTHUEM OCO3HAJIa, YTO OTHBIHE HE MOXKET
TMIOSIBUTHCS B 9TOM JIEpeBHE, UTO HAXOAUJIACh ONvke Bcero K n3de VBana, Tam ee MOIIM y3HaTh pas-
OONHUKM.
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— Her, ne Buzen. OH Kak pa3 co CBOMMHU JIIOAUIIKAMH B KAKOM-TO paz0oe ObUI. A BbI 4TO,
3HaeTe ero? — CIpoCUyl OH BIPYT, TOBEPHYBIINCH K HEN.

— 4?7 — onemmna neBynika.

— 41 mpocto noxymait, pas Bbl ClipaliMBaeTe 0 HeM, — OypKHYJI MIBaH U Kak-TO MPOH3UTEIBHO
IIOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee.

OH 3ameTwI1 Ha ee JIHIIe UCTTyTaHHOE BRIPAKEHHUE, a ee TIPEeJIeCTHbIE I71a3a ObUIM MOJTHBI CTpaxa.
Karst cmyTriach oz ero B3opom, ¥ el oKa3asioch, YTo VIBaH CIIOBHO 3HAET BCE KYyTKHUE MOAPOOHOCTH
TOT'0, YTO C HEW CIIyYMJIOCh HECKOJIbKO THEW Hazal.

— Her, a1 HuKOr1a He BUzena ero, — nposeneraia Karromia.

— 9710 U K nyumemy. [ToroBapusaiot, yto 310T KyukoB BClo OKpyry B cTpaxe Aep:KuT. Kaxkapii
MecsIIl Kakolo-HUOyIb ycaap0y sxokeT. VM Kyaa Hallla umMrepaTpHia CMOTPUT? — cKas3all OH yxke Helo-
BOJIBHO.

KaTioma noutn He ciymiana ero, a 3aTUXHYB, BHOBb IpWJIEIVIa HA MOCTEIb M CTEKJISTHHBIM
HECYaCTHBIM B30POM CMOTpeia repes coooil. BHOBb Ha Hee HaXJIBIHY/IM CTPAITHble BOCHOMUHAHUS
O TOW KpOBaBOW XKyTKOW HOYHM, KOTJa MOruOaM ee poaHbie. Yepe3 MrHOBeHUE U3 ee IJ1a3 MOIUIUCh
MOJTYAJIUBBIE CJIE3BI.

— Bo1 onisiTe rotauete, Kariora? — tuxuii 6aputon ViBaHa BeIBeN ee U3 MeYaIbHOTO OIIETIEHEHU 1.
WBaH cTosi1 psAOM C KpOBAaThIO, 4yTh HAKJIOHUBILIKUCH K Heil. OHA HEBOJIBHO MTOJHJIA HA HETO IJ1a3a. —
BpI Tak 1 He cKa3anM MHe, Kak Bac 1o OaTIoIIKe 30ByT?

— BacunbeBHa, — THXO OTBeTHJIa OHA MevanbHo. OH BAPYT YIBIOHYJCS el ¥ mog0apruBalolie
3asABUIL:

— A He XoTHTe J11 BBl MapHOTO MOoKa, Karepuna BacunbeBHa? S u3 njepeBHM IpUHEC.

Vixe yepe3 nonuaca Katioma B Oesioil ITMHHOM BHIIIMTON PYCCKOW pyOalike, KOTopasi 10cTa-
BaJia ey JI0 rojieHel, chjesia Ha KPOBaTH | C YIOBOJILCTBHEM TIOIJIONIAJIA eIlle TEeTUThIA PiKaHo! XJieO
C MOJIOKOM, KOTOpbI VIBaH nipuHeC U3 AepEeBHU.

— 51 Toxe ymero neus xJie0, — 3aMeTHsIa BAPYT JeByiKa. BKycHasi eja BepHysia eil CHIbI, M OHa
nopecesena. MiBaH, KOTOPBIA B STOT MOMEHT IOIPABJISUI IPOBA B MEUH, OOCPHYJICS U YCMEXHYJICS.

— Heyxenu? — ynuBUiICs OH, COMHEBASICh, UTO €€ TOHEHbKUE HEKHbBIE PYUKH XOTh KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib
MECHUJIU TECTO.

— Hla, ymelo, — 0OMKEHHO BO3paswiia JeBYyIIKa. — Maryika yuuia MeHs XO35icTBy. 51 ymero
TOTOBUTB, & €IlIe IIUTh U BBIIIKBAIO XOPOLIO.

OH BHMMAaTEJIbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha HEe U CIIPOCUJT:

— A Kak ke 30ByT Ballly MaTyIKy?

Katsa Hanpsriack ¥ BHOBb BCIIOMHMJIA CTPAIIHYI0 HOUb, KOTJJa 4yJ0M OCTajach kuBa. [IoHAB,
yTo VIBaH IBHO XOTeJ BBIBEATh O €€ MPOLUIOM, OHa HaXMYypuJIach U 3amonyania. OnycTuB rojioBy,
JEBYIIKA TSKENO B3JOXHYNA. VIBaH MOHS, UTO OHAa HE HAMEpPEeHa OTBEYATh, U BHOBb NIOBEPHYJICA K
Teyu.

— Teneps s HaBCcerja OCTaHYCh HEMOIIIHOW ? — BHIMOJIBMJIA HecyacTHO KaTioliia yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT MOJTYaHUSI.

WBan 3amep Haj orHeM U Haripsircst. [IoBepHyBIIHCH K HEl, OH OBICTPO MPEOOIIeN pACCTOSTHUE
70 IEBYIIIKH U OCTAaHOBUJICSA y ee KpoBaTH. C HEKHOCTBIO HAIIPSDKEHHO IS B sIPKHE royOble 03epa
HaMBHBIX IJ1a3, OH TUXO OTBETHII:

— He gymaro. Bel mpocto nomkHbl ycniokouTbes, Kartioma. Bel %&e Bce BpeMs 1u1adyere u nepe-
kuBaete. 1o BpeaHo. [ToToMy-To 1 HOTM Bac M He ciymniaioTcs. — MiBaH kak OyaTo 0 4eM-TO BCIIOM-
HWI ¥ HEMEJICHHO TOfIoNIeN K HeOOMBIIIOMY CYHIYUKY. JJocTaB U3 HEero He4To, OH BO3BPATHIICS K
Kare 1 npotsiHyn K Hell pyKy. — Bo3MoxHO, 3TO Bac opajayer, — J00aBUI OH THXO.

KaTioma nopaxeHHO ycTaBuIach Ha IpaHaTOBbIE YETKU MaTepy, KOTOPbIE JIEKAJIM Ha €ro IIUPO-
KOl 1a10oHU. JleByIIIKa BMUT HAallpSIIach U JpOsKalllei pyKo# B3sila YETKU C €ro MPOTSAHYTOM J1aJOHHU.
C GnaroroBeHHeM MOAHECS YepHbIE KAMHHU K JIMILY, OHA PUHUKJIA K HUIM CyXUMH TOpsTYMMU rydoamu
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Y TIpHUKpbUIA Ma3a. ViBaH Momya HaOmonan 3a ee AeHCTBUAMM, U JIMIIb CIYCTSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
Kariomma oryctuia KaMHM OT CBOETO JIMI[A BHU3, CKaB UX B JafgoHsaX. OOpaTuB Ha MyKUMHY Onaro-
JIApHBIN TIPEJIECTHBIN B30P, OHA TUXO CKa3aja:

— bnarogapio Bac, IBan AniekceeBrud. Bbl gaxxe He npeAcTaBisere, YTO OHM 3HAYAT JJI1 MEHS. . .

— 4 paa, 4To cMor nopajgoBaTh Bac, — Tak ke TUXO IIPOU3HEC OH, HE CITyCKasi C €€ JIMLA NOIJIOo-
IIAIOLLETO B30pa.

—I'ne BBI X HaM?

— Onu ObUTH y Bac B pyKe, Korja s ogo0paj Bac B jiecy, — oTBeTwI VBaH.

OH BCMOMHWMII, YTO JJake B OECCO3HATENILHOM COCTOSIHUM Kartiola cyIopoXHO CKMMala 3TH
yepHble kKaMHU. Eme torna MBaH mogymasl, 4yTo 3TH NEpeaMBaOIIMEcs YETKHU, HABEPHOE, OUYEHb
JOPOTrY JIEBYIIIKE, Pa3 OHA HE MoTepsiia UX.

— OHu npyHAUIeKATH ellle Moel O6adyIke, a TOTOM MaTylike, — oObscHIIa Kats, 1ackoBo
TOIJIaJUB TBEP/bIE KAMHHU. — DTO YEpHbIE I'PaHaThI.

— YepHblii rpaHaT JOBOJIBHO Pe/IKMi KameHb, — 3ameTu MBan. U Kartiomma yaueineHHo nogHsia
Ha HEro IJ1a3a, He IOHUMasi, OTKY/a OH 3HaeT 3T0. Beib OHa ymara, 4To MpoCcToil MyKHK, KOTOPBIN
KMBET B IpEMYYEM JIECY, [Ja)Ke Ha3BaHUs KaMHsI I'paHaT 3HAaTh HE JI0JIKEH.

3amertus, yto KaTioma Kak-To CTpaHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero, MIBaH cMyTUJICS, IOHSB, YTO CKa3ajl
nviHee. OH 3aCyeTHICS W, OTOWAS OT ee TOCTe I, OypKHYIT:

— 41 cBapio Bam B3Bap ¢ MaaMHOU. OH CHUMET Xkap.

OH Havas BO3UTHCS C Mevblo, a Kars HanpskeHHO CMOTpesia Ha ero IMPOKYIO CIIMHY B CEPOM
MIPOCTON pYCCKOH pyOaxe M pasMbllIUIsiia O TOM, 3a4eM 3TOT YeJIoBeK 3a00THTCS O HeH, co3aaBast
cebe HeynoocTBa?
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I'maBa IV. /IeBa

BkycHBII 3amax TOJBKO YTO MCIIEUYEHHOTO XJieOa 3aroiHWI BCe HEOOJNBIIOe MPOCTPAHCTBO
n30ymku. Kariora, moBepHynack Ha OOK U MedasibHO IOCMOTpeJa, Kak VIBaH gocTaeT u3 nevu Kapa-
Bail ¢ MOMOIIBIO JUIMHHOM Jonathl. Kak oHa ycrayia OecripecTaHHO Jiexkarh B ioctenu. Eil 6e3yMHO
XOTEJIOCh BCTaTh U CHAEATh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb.

Bce T GeckoHeuHO JI0rue JIBe Hefleu, 4To oHa Oonena, VMiBan 3a6otuics o Hell. Kopmmu,
OTMauBaJl TPaBaMH, KOTOpbIE Jlajla eMy 3HaxapKa M3 JIepeBHU, HOCWJI Ha PyKax B OTXOXee MecCTo,
Korja 3To OsUT0 HykHO. Eiie Heemo Ha3an Kartsi mouyBcTBOBasIa ce0si 3HAUMTEIIBHO JIyUIlle U MOTTbI-
TaJlach BCTaThb C OCTENU. B 3TOT MOMeHT VIBaH BepHYyJICs C yJIMLIBI C OXAIIKOW IPOB, KOTOPbIE TOJIBKO
YTO PacKoJoN. YBUAEB, uTo Karsl meITaeTcsi cectb, OH 3aKaTHJI TAKOW CKaH/A, KOTOPOro JAEBYIIKa
COBEPIIEHHO HE 0KMJajia OT 3TOr0 MOTYAIMBOTO MPAYHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

— Hemennenno noxurtech! — Bo3MyTuiicsi oH. — Heyskenu Bbl He MIOHUMaeTe, YTo OOJIbHBI U BaM
HEOoOXO/IMMO JieaTh B KpoBaTH!

— Ho s yxe 4yBCcTBYI0 cebs JTydllle U X049y BaM IIOMOYb, — OMNbITaJIach onpasjaarkes Kariomma
TOT/a, HO ee peub ObUIa Tpydo oOopBaHa.

— Boi xoTuTe, 4TOOBI Y BAC BHOBB MOSIBUJICSA Xap? — Mpox purnes VIBaH 1 OUTH HACKIIBHO YJIOKIIT
ee B TIOCTeJTb.

HcnyraBimmch HEIOBOJIBHOTO, THEBHOTO BBIPAXEHHUS €ro Jinia, Kats mociyIHo sera u ¢ Tex
MOp HE OCMENIMBAJIACh MMPOTUBOPEUNTH 3TOMY CYpPOBOMY BJIaCTHOMY MyskuuHe. TOJbKO MO HOuYam,
aymas, uto MIBaH criut, Kats THXO Tu1akasia B HOAYIIKY, OLIYINAsi, YTO HUKOT/IA HE CMOXKET BRIOpAThCS
13 9TOM 3a0pOoIIeHHON U30YIIKHA U U30aBUThCS OT OOIIECTBA OTIIE/IbHUKA.

CambIMU HETIPUSITHBIMM MOMEHTaMH ISl AEBYIIKHM ObUtM pactupanus Hor. Eme B mepBblit
IeHb, Korna MBaH BepHYJICsS U3 IepEeBHHU, MOCIE Y)KUHA OH pacTep ee HOTM Masblo, YTO Jjajia 3HaXapKa.
A 3areM Ka/Iplil IeHb OHa, UCTIBIThIBAasi HEBEPOSITHBIN CTHIJI, TepIiesia MPUKOCHOBEeHUsI pyk VBaHa.
Eile HuKOrIa HY OAMH MY’KUMHA HE BUJIEN ee OOHAKEHHBIX HOT M TeM OoJiee He TIPUKacajcs K HUM.
Crporoe Bocriutanue Kariorm gaBasio o cede 3HaTh, HO IEBYIIIKA, €Ba HE IJ1a4a, BCe-TaKU MOCTYIITHO
Tepriena, HaJesich Ha TO, YTO BCKOPE BBI3IOPOBEET U CMOXET YUTH U3 3TOTO YOOroro Mecra.

Kars otmeTnia, Kak OH Mepesokui XJjied Ha AepPEeBSAHHYIO JOCKY U BEpHYJICS K M€Y, YTOObI
nocrath 1noxjeoky. CHsB ¢ eqpl pody, OH YIOBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJ M OOepHYJICSA. YBHUIEB, UTO
JeBYIIKAa CMOTPUT Ha Hero, MBaH mpenioxu:

— MokHoO Tpane3Hnyarh. TONMbKO CriepBa BBIIBETE OTBAP C MEAOM.

OH 4TO-TO HaMeIlIaJl B IGPEBSHHON Yalllke U MOJIHEC K AeByiike. Kats mpoBopHO cena cama,
MIBITASCh M30€KaTh €ro PyKH, KOTopasi y’ke HamMepeBalach MOMOYb el MOAHSAThCS. MiBaH HaxMypuI
OpoBu, HO mpomoyaj. OHa BBIMKMJIA OTBAP U MOOJAroapuia ero.

ITocne Toro kak oHa moena, VIBaH mo-CBOWCKM ycescs Ha KpOBaTh PsJOM C HEH M OTKUHYJI
ofiesiyIo.

— Teneps Bamm HOTHM, — CKa3aJ OH TaK MSATKO, yTo KaTs ucryraHHO BO33pHiIach Ha HEro.

Pycple rycThie BOIOCH ero ObUIY TPSI3HBI U, KaK 00BIYHO, B3I0XMaueHbl. TeMHast 0opofia MoK phl-
BaJia OOJBIIYIO YaCTh IMMPOKOCKYJIOTO JIMIIA, OCTABJISAs COBCEM HEMHOTO OTKpPBITOro Mecta. CypoBoe
JIMIIO OTTEHSUTM €r0 )KMBbIE TEMHO-3€JIeHbIE IJ1a3a B 0OpaMJICHUM TEMHBIX OPOBEH M pecHHUII, Jesast
ero oOMK uyTh Msarde. [ToBagku ero 6bu1M pe3ku U rpyooBarsl. OIHAKO MHOTA, B OCHOBHOM KOT/a
OH TepeMeniascs Mo n3oe, IeByIIKa ¢ YAUBJIEHHNEM OTMedYala HEKYIO BBIIIPABKY, KOTOpast Jiejiajia ero
durypy crarHoit 1 BenmuaBoii. Ho Takre MOMEHTHI ObIBAIM TaK PEKH, YTO OBICTPO UCUE3ANIU U3 e
namsTy.

Karioma, OTKMHYBIIHCH Ha TIOMYIIKY, TIOCTYIITHO Tepriesia MPUKOCHOBEHUS €r0 CHJIBHBIX PYK K
CBOMM HOTaM. B Te MOMEHTBHI, KOr/ja ero JiaJjoHu JOOMPAIUCh 10 Havala ee Oefep, JeBYyIIKa OTYeT-
JIMBO OIIIyITajia TeIUIo U CUITy ero nasyblieB. CMyIieHHast, 00poBasi OT CThI/Ia, OHA JIeXKaa C 3aKpbl-
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THIMH TJIA3aMHU ¥ HANPSKEHHO TBITANIACh CUUTATh JIOJTMe MIHOBEHHS. XOTs 3Ta mpolieaypa Oblia
HerMoBepHO HerpusitHa Kate, oHa Oostmack ociymarsesi MiBana. Bunena, uro npu maseiiniem ee
HETMOBUHOBEHUH OH pazzpakaiics. K ToMy ke OHa HEeMCTOBO XOTeJia TIOMPABUThCS U HAKOHEIT TTOKH-
HYTb 3TOrO CTPAHHOTO YeJIOBeKa, OOIIeCTBO KOTOPOT'O BBI3BIBAJIO B HEM UyBCTBA OMACCHUSI M TPEBOTH.

WBan B ouepenaHo pa3 mpoliesics pyKoi BHU3 10 €€ HOraM M CIIPOCHUT:

— I'ne BbI uyBCTBYETE?

— Ha xoneHsx, — mpoimenTaia THXO JIEBYIIKa, He OTKPbIBas IJia3.

OH Ts1KeJ10 B3JJOXHYJI U, B35IB U3 OAHOUKH €11le HEMHOTO Ma3H, IIPOJIOJIKIII CBOE AEHCTBO. Xao-
TUYHBIE CTPACTHBIC MBICII TeP3aJIk €ro CYIIECTBO. BceMu crlaMu OH TMBITAJICS HE TIOKa3aTh CBOETO
HEHMCTOBOTO BOJIHEHM . Bu 0OHaKEHHBIX TIPEJIECTHBIX HOT JEBYIIKH JI0 TOTO CMYIIAJI €T0 M pa3jipa-
JKaJl HyTPO, HATIOJTHS S €T0 TEJIO SPOCTHBIM KeJIaHueM, uTo VIBaH crapasicst Hanpsiub PyKU Kak MOKHO
cuibHee, nadbl He Tokaszarh Kartiorre, kak oHM apoxaT. OH MONbITAICS HAPaBUTh CBOM MBICIU B
APYroM HalpaBJICHWW U 3aCTaBJIsLT ceOsl MOAyMaTh O HACYIIHBIX Jesax. BoT yxke /Be Hesienu, Kak
OH He XOouJ Ha oxoTy. Ho 3aBTpa ObLI0 MPOCTO HEOOXOAMMO MOACTPENIUTh KAKOrO-HUOYIIb 3BEps U
MPOBEPUTh KanKaHbl. Msica yke He OCTaBaJloCh. A KPyIy B JIepeBHE MEHSIIM TOJBKO HA MyITHHUHY.
OnHako MpadHble MBICIIA O TOM, YTO OMACHO OCTaBJIATH JIEBYIIKY OTHY, TOUMIH ero cymectBo. Ho
OH TOHUMAJI, YTO HeJb3s1 OE3BBUIA3HO HAXOAUTHCS TOIE Hee.

— 3aBTpa Ha paccBere 5 yijly Ha oXoTy, — 3ameTus1 MiBaH. Kars oTkpbuIa 171a3a u mocMorpena
Ha Hero. — $1 ¥ Tak oYTH JBe HeJear MPOCU e ToJyIe Bac.

— IIpoctute. .. — mponienieTasia OHa TYT Ke.

— 41 xe He ykopso Bac, KaTioia, — JJacCKOBO YCITOKOHJI OH, YCTPEMHUB TEMHBIN B30p B TOJIyObIe
YHCThIE 03epa 1a3. — OHaKo MHe OOSI3HO OCTaBJISATh Bac OHY. Bce-Taku s yiiay ¢ paccBETOM U Ha
IeJBIA IeHb. Bbl cMoXkeTe o0oiTHCh 6e3 MeHs?

— KoneuHo, s cripaBIioch, — KMBHY/IA OHa BOOAYIIIEBICHHO, OOpaJlOBaHHAsI TeM, UTO XOTh Ha
BpeMsl U30aBUTCS OT TIOCTOSTHHOTO KOHTPOJISl STOrO0 MPAyHOro BJAcTHOTO uenoBeka. Ila, ViBaH He
CHZEN HETIPEPBHIBHO OKOJIO ee rocTenu. M60 BCio MOCIeHIOn HEeARMIO YTEIUIsiI 0aHIo, KOTopasi, Kak OH
cKazaJl, MpoXyauiack, 1 oTToro Kars oTueiMBo cipliana ¢ YLl CTyK ero TOrmopa Wik MOJIOTKA.
Ho mouTu exxevyacHo oH 3axoaui B 30y, IPOBEPUTh, BCe JH ¢ Hell B iopsike. Ero mocrostHHas omneka,
a ere Oosnee GecripecTaHHOE Jie)KaHWe B MOCTENU 32 TU JBE C JIMIIHUM HEJeH YKe TaK YTOMUIA
JeBYIIKY, YTO €e HEepBbI ObLIM Ha Mpejiesie. A Terneph el MPeICTaBIsIach BO3MOKHOCTh HE TIPOCTO
MOCHJIETh, HO M TIOMBITATHCSI CAMOM Ha KOJIEHSIX J0OpaThcs A0 OTXOXkero mecra. M oHa Morjia 3to
chenaTh, MoKa ero He Oy/eT J0Ma, M OH, eCTECTBEHHO, He y3HAaeT 00 9TOM U He pa303JUTCS.

— OGemaiiTe MHe, 4TO He OyeTe Moi3aTh MO CTYIEHOMY MOy, — BEJIe OH.

Karts, c;ioBHO ofiMaHHast Ha CBOMX TaWHBIX MBICJISIX, 3aMepJia U JIUIIb CITyCTsI MUHYTY COTJIACHO
KuBHYJIA. MBaH 3aprikcupoBa ee 3HaK, HO OTYETr0-TO TSKEJIO B3JOXHYII. HaBsA34MBBIE MBICIIV O TOM,
YTO B €r0 OTCYTCTBHUE C AEBYIITKOW MOXET MPOU30MTH YTO-HUOY/Ib TJIOX0e, He OCTABJISIU €ro.

Hakownern pactupanuie ObU10 3akOHUEHO. [IpOBOpHO MOAHSABIIMCH ¢ TIOCTeH, MBaH 3axBaTui ¢
coOoit 6aHKy ¢ Ma3bio 1 oTorresn oT Kariomm. BeIMBIB pyKy, OH HAKWHYJT Ha TUIEYA MEXOBOU TYITYTI
Y BBIIIEJT HA YJIHITY.

WBaH cTOST OKOJIO TIOJICHHUIIBI U, TIOJHSB JIAIO BBEPX, HAMTPSIKEHHO CMOTPEJT Ha 3BE3/Ibl, MEP-
raworiye B TeMHoOM HeOe. OH MBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTHCSI U HEMHOTO OCTYJUTh CBOHM CTPACTHBIE TIOMBICITBI,
KOTOpBIE CHeIaM ero cyiectBo. OH moHnMal, uro Karrora 60sbpHa, CMITKOM HaWBHA U JIUKO HAITy-
rana. Ml Maseiimii HaMeK ¢ ero CTOPOHBI Ha HeXKHOE PacIioioKeHUE K Hel, a YK TeM OoJiee Ha MHTHM-
HBIC JKeJIaHUsI BBI3OBET y JICBYIIKKM OuepeHON HepBHBIN mpuctyn. Ho B mocnennee Bpems VBany
CTaJIO TPYIHO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOU MOPHIBBL. OUeHb YacTo, eiBa OH npuommkaics k Kariome, Bce
ero CyIEeCTBO HAYMHAJIO HEUCTOBO TPETIETaTh, a B TOJIOBY YIOPHO JIE3JH CJIAIOCTPACTHBIE 00pasbl U
MeYTaHUsI, B KOTOPBIX ObLIa 3Ta MPEIECTHUIA C TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU M TJIa3aMU HEOSCHOW CHHEBBHI.
[MocTostHHOE MPUCYTCTBHE JAEBYIIKU B €ro KUJIMIIE JeIayio X13Hb VIBaHa CIaJIkON ¥ TOPHKOW OTHO-
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BpeMeHHo. [Ipenectu Katomm pacnansm ero BooOpaxkeHue, a 0OCO3HaHHE TOrO, YTO OH HE UMeeT
MpaBa MPUKOCHYTHCA K HEel, ObUIO MYYHUTEIIHHO /IS HETO.

JlexaOpb yKe MOJHOCTHIO BCTYIIJI B CBOU TpaBa, NEpeBajMB 3a cepequHy. Mopo3Has 3uma
OKyTaJla CBOUM O€JIBIM MOKPBIBATIOM OKpYTy. CBeKUI MSTKUN CHET 3aChilajl JepeBbsl U MEP3IyI0
3eMJTI0 TYCThIM ciioeM. CoNHIle eBa MPOIJISIIBIBAJIO W3-32 CBUHIIOBBIX TYY, a BETEp IIyXO 3aBbIBA
B yarlie Jieca.

VBaH ¢ OXOTHMYBUM pYKbeM M KOTOMKOH 3a CIHMHOW JIETKO TMepeaBUrajcs ro cyrpooam,
CKOJIb351 HA NIMPOKUX CHErocTymnax. JIeHb TOJNBKO 3aHsICS, HO OXOTHHMK OBUT yXke HECKOJIbKO 4acoB
Ha Horax. OOXo/s MOCTaBJICHHbIE KAITKaHbI U JIOBYIIIKY, VIBaH CTaBUJI HOBBIE U ITIeJ AajIbIle. 3a JBe
HeJIeJM TOTAJTUCh JIMIIIb JICHIIA, TIapa 3ailieB Ja riayxapb. OCTOPOKXHO 3aCyHYB MEPTBBIX 3Bepel U
NTUILLY B JIETKYIO cyMy, MIBaH pemmi, 4Tto 3Toro mMajo. 3a 100buy B JEpEBHE OH CMOXKET BBIPYUUTh
JMIIb TIapy pyosieid, 1a u 3To OyzeT ynauen.

OH pem HaBeaThCs B OJIMKaidIIee JIOrOBO Berpeid. BoaMoxHO, eMy 1MoBe3eT, U OH CMOKET
noObITh Kabana. OH Mpeoonesl Ha CHErOCTYIMax OKOJIO TOJMYBEPCThI, KOIZIA 3aCIbIIal BU3T AUKHX
KUBOTHBIX. VIBaH OCTaBUJI CyMy C ITYIIIHUHOM Ha BHICOKOM JIEPEBE M HAJIETKE OCTOPOKHO Havas IpH-
OnMmKaThCs K JIOTOBY. M3-3a 3aCHEKEHHBIX JIEPEBbEB OH YBUJIEN HEOOJBIIYIO TOJSHKY, TIOKPHITYIO
IPSA3HBIM TaJIbIM CHeroM. HeckoJbKO YepHBIX HU3KOPOCIIBIX )KMBOTHBIX Pa3Jieryich Ha nonsiae. OnuH
BENpb YTO-TO KEBAJI, 4 €Ille OIMH C OKECTOUEHUEM Tepcsi O IEPEBO.

VBaH cHs pysKbe ¢ Tuieua v mprLeTuiics. Bputo qaneko, 1 OH peli, 4To € TAKOTO PacCTOSTHUS
eMy He TOMacTh B TOJIOBY BeMpsl, Jiexkalero Ha cHery. OH Hauausl TUXo npuoOmmkatbesi. JJoOpaBImch
10 IepeBa, YTO POCJIO Ha KParo MOJSIHbI, OH OCTOPOKHO CHSIT CHETOCTYIBL. PyXbe ero BHOBb 3aHSIIO
MecTo Ha miede. OH npunenwics. Ho mon HOro¥ cKpurmHysia BeTKa, U )KUBOTHBIE BMUT BCTpETICHY-
nmck. Jlexarye Ha 3emiie 3Bepr MTHOBEHHO BCKOYMJIM Ha KOIIBITA U, TIOUYSIB ONTACHOCTh, OPOCHJIHCH
MpoYb C NMONsiHBL. VIBaH BRICTpeNWII, HO TPOMaxHyJcs. Pa3nocanoBaHHbIi cBOel Heyaavyel, oH Opo-
CUJICS TIPSMO Ha Taslylo 3eMJyIio mojisiHbl. OuH KalaH 3amenikasicsi, U VIBaH BHOBb NIPUIIETUJICS B
Hero. Ho B cieayionyio ceKyH/ly OXOTHMK HEOXKUAAHHO yIall Ha 3eMJTI0, CHECEHHBIN MOIIIHOM CHJIOM.
[TouyBcTBOBaB OT ygapa Tymylo Ooib B Hore, VIBaH MOHsUI, YTO OAMH U3 BENpeil BEpHYJICS U COUT
ero ¢ Hor. HanaBmmii Tukuil KabaH, pa3bsipeHHO BU3XKa, TPOOEKa 1O MPSMOM JI0 iepeBa U OCTaHO-
BUJICS, OeIIeHo TepeOs KOIBITOM Tpsi3Hyio 3eMimio. [Ipy majgeHnn pyxbe BhNaio u3 pyk MBana, HO
OH, MTHOBEHHO COPUEHTUPOBABIIIKCH, BCKOUMJI HA HOTM M BBIXBATWJI U3-32 MA3yXH IIMPOKUNA HOXK.
Benppb yke pa3sBepHYJICs U, YrpOXKaloIle BHICTABUB OCTPbIe KJIBIKM, BHOBb MPUTOTOBUJICS K Harajie-
HUIO. VIBaH Hampsrcst ¥ ¢ CHJION CXasl pyKoATKY Hoxka. KabaH 3aBU3kal HU3KMM I'PYJHBIM TOJIOCOM
Y KUHYJICS Ha YeJIoBeKa.

Paspsska Obuta ObicTpod. B TOT MOMeEHT, Korja IUKOe KMBOTHOE C YepHO-Oypoil I'pHBOM
JOCTHUIJIO OXOTHHUKA, OH BBHIOPOCHII HOX M YMEJIBIM YAapOM BCaAWJ JIe3BHE MO CaMyl0 PYKOSITKY B
ropyo kabana. Bropoii pykoi OoH ¢ HSUMOBEPHOU CUJION yaep:KUBasl OeNblid KJIBIK BEIpsi, He MTO3BO-
75151 00e3yMeBIIeMy OT 00Ji KabaHy HaHeCTH ceOe cMepTelTbHbIe paHbl. Ellle HeCKOIbKO CeKyH/T OIlia-
JIeBIIIee KUBOTHOE IMBITAJIOCh HAHECTH y/Iaphl STOMY KOBAPHOMY YEJIOBEKY, HO PyXHYJIO Ha 3eMIIIO,
yBJIeKasi OXOTHHKA 3a coOoi. VBaH ymeno oTckoun, 1a0bl BeMpb, najast, He MpUIaBui ero. Pesko
BBHITAIIIB HOX U3 PaHbI OBEP:KeHHOTo KabaHa, ViBaH OBICTPO 0OepHYJICS Ha3ajl, TOTOBBIA K HOBOMY
HaraJIeHuIo.

Ho psimom HUKOro He ObLIO BUIHO. JIUIIb TIIyXOW BETep HOCHII CHEXHBIE Iapbl MEXIy JAepe-
BbeB. TuIlMHA Jieca Jplana CrIOKOMCTBUEM M Oe3pasnnuveM. BuaumMo, octaibHble KaOaHbl, UCITY-
raBIIKCh, yOexanu npoub. MiBaH oOepHyIICs K cBoei 1o0biue. [ poMaiHast Tyia Berpsi jiexkasa Hero-
IBWXHO, M U3 PaHbl Ha Ilee BbITeKada KpoBb. OH HAKJIOHWICS HAJl KUBOTHBIM M BHMMATEIIBHO
ocMOTpeJI ero. DTo ObLI 3peliblii KabaH IBYX-TpeX JIeT, u VIBaH BMHT TTPUKHUHYJT, CKOJIBKO MOXKET ObITh
B HeM Beca. OkoJio BochMu MyaoB. OH MogyMal, YTo HEMHOTO Msica MOKHO OCTaBUTh Ha COJIOHUHY,
a ocTaJIbHOE OOMEHSTh Ha HEOOXOIMMBbIE BEIIU U TIPOBU3HIO B JIEpPEBHE.
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WBan otoimen ot Benps U TOJIBKO Tereph MOYyBCTBOBAJ CHIIBHYIO O0Jb B HOTe. 3a/1paB IITa-
HUHY, OH OCMOTpeJ1 60bHOe MecTo. Panbl He Obut0. VIBaH 0TMeTHII, UTO KabaH Hauec eMy He CHITb-
HBI ygap v OyleT JIMIIb CUHSK. Xpomasi, OH PUOIM3WIICS K €IbHUKY, PEIuB HAOpaTh MOXHATHIX
BETOK U CeJIaTh MOA00Ke 101032, Ja0bl TIOJIOKUTH TyAa JOOBITY.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO YacOB OXOTHUK MPHONU3UIICS K 3aCHEKEHHON MaJICHbKOW M30YIIKe, YTO
CTOsIJIa Ha BBICOKOM MeCTe HeJjaJIeKo oT 60s10T. Belo mopory 1o noma Hora MiBana GoJ1e3HEHHO HbLIA,
HO OH TOYTH HE 3aMevall 3TOro. A Takxke TOro, 4To Tymia KabaHa, KOTOPYIO OH BOJIOKOM Taluj Ha
CaMOJIEJIbHOW TIOJCTHJIKE M3 €JIOBBIX BETOK 3a COOO0M, HEBO3MOXKHO Tskenaa. OH JayMan o TOM, Kak
CKopee 100pathbes 1o 1oMa 1 yBueTh Katiorry. Ho ernre oHO 6ecriokounsio ero. Y IeByIIKy He ObLIO
TETUION BepxHer onexipl. CHavana MBaH penm, 4yTo MOACTPENUT MONIIOKIHBI JIUCHIL U OTIACT UX
CKOPHSIKY B IEpeBHE, JUIsl TOrO YTOObI CIIUTH el m1yOKy. Ho uepe3 kakoe-To Bpemsl, epe/iBUrasichb
10 3aCHEKEHHOMY JIeCy, OH TIOHSUI, YTO HA OXOTY yWIET MHOTO BpeMEHH. A ofiek/1a JeBYIIKe HyKHa
ceivac, Uisi TOro 4ToObl OHA CMOIJIA JBIIIATh CBEKMM BO3AYXOM. VIMEHHO 3TH MBICIU U KPYTHIIUChH
B rosioBe VBaHa Bcio 00paTHYIO JOPOTY.

EnBa 3aBuzien nepeBsiHHYI0 M30YIIKY, OH BCIOMHMJI, YTO CErofiHs HAKOHEII-TO CMOXET 3aTo-
NUTH HEOOJBIYI0 OaHbKY. TONBKO BUEpa OH 3aKOHYMII yTEeIJIeHHe ee CTeH. PaHbllie OH peiko XOIuII B
0aHIO, ¥ CKBO3HSIKM HE CJIUIIIKOM JIOKYYaJli eMy Ipu MbIThe. Ho GosbHas IeByIIKa MoIJia 3aMep3Hy Th
B XOJIOMHOM OaHbKe. OTTOro Noc/eJHAe HECKOJIBKO AHEH OH MOAOTY YMHUI MAJIEHBKYIO IEPEBSIHHYIO
noctpoiiky. [Toutu Tpu Hepenu Kariorma xuia y Hero, 1 ele HA pa3y OHa He MbLIach. JIUIb B epBbIil
neHb VBaH BIIAXXHOM TPAIKON OOMBUT ee OT KpoBU U Ips3u. Ho cefiuac aeBymike ObIIO yXke JTydIe,
Y OH HAMEPEBAJICS CErOfIHs XKe MOMapuTh ee B 0aHe CrielMaIbHON XBOEH, KOTOpasi U3TOHsIIA U3 Tesla
BCE XBOPHU. DTO OCO3HAHKE 3aCTABUJIO €r0 CepiIie 3a0UThCsl ObICTpee, U OH MOCHENIHI K IOMY.

JloOpaBiIrcy 10 HEOONBILIOrO PACUUILIEHHOTO OT CHera ABopa, ViBaH ocTtaBui yOUTOTO BeTps
Ha yJIuile, HaMepeBasch MOcie OCBEKeBaTh KMBOTHOE. JIOBKUMH BMKEHUSIMU CUMCTHUB HAJIUIIIIIEE
co cHeroctynoB, MiBan nocraBui ux B ceHsiX. C HEKOTOPBIM TPENEeTOM OH BOIIE BHYTpPb TEIJIOTO
JIOMHKA U Cpasy ke OTHICKAJI B3IJISAOM TEMHOBOJIOCYIO JIEBYIIKY, KOTOpasi cuziena Ha KpoBatu. OH
rpoOexkascs Mo Hel IenmkuM B3opoM. Ha Held ObLT IJIMHHBIA KpacHBIW capadaH, U3-1moj KOTOporo
BUJIHEJIVICh HOTH B BSI3aHBIX UyJIKax. [0pso ee ObLI0 00BSA3aHO TEIUIBIM IJIATKOM. Ee ATMHHBIE BOJIOCHI
ObLTM cOOpaHBI B TOJNCTYIO Kocy. Onexaa aenana ee ToXoxkel Ha JIepeBeHCKYIo AeBYyMKy. OmHako
TOMHBIA HEMHOTO BBICOKOMEpHBIH B3rIsi Katiomm, yToHueHHasi U 3bICKaHHAsI pedb JEBYIIKH, ee
rpalvo3Hble TIaBHbIC IBMKCHUS BHIIABAJIM B HEW IBOPSTHCKYIO TTOPOLY.

EnBa on nosBuiics Ha nopore, kak KaTioma BCKuHYyJIa Ha HEro HarpsikeHHbIU B3DIAA. VIBaH
npoies B 30y 1 MOJOKWII MEIIOK Ha JIABKY B yIJIy.

— Otuero Bbl He JIexuTe? — CIIPOCHIT OH HEJTOBOJIbHO, Pa3Bs3bIBasi CyMYy U I0CTaBast MOWMAaHHBIX
KUBOTHBIX.

— 4l ycrana Bce BpeMsl JiexkaTh, MHE yxke JIydiie. S Mory moMoratrb BaM IO XO3SICTBY.

WBan oOGepHyJIcs K HEell M KECTKO 3aMETHUIL:

— Bul errie He MONPaBMITUCH U CJIA0bI CIOBHO JTUTSI.

— 310 He Tak. MHe ropasio Jiydine, — Bo3pasuia Kars Tixo, He moHMMas1, 0TYero OH BCe BpeMst
MIBITAETCS] BHICTABUTH €€ HEBO3MOXKHO OONbHOM M HeMoIIHOW. — [Ipoiy, mo3BosibTe MHE XOTsI Obl
TOTOBHTb.

VBan BHOBB OTOpBasics OT mymHUHBL. [Tpubnususimcek k KaTiome, oH BHUMATEIBbHO OTJIsIe
ee M OTMETHJI, YTO IIBET ee JIMIa ObLT yKe He TaKUM OJIeHBIM, KaK HefIeNo Ha3a/l. A ee riasa, mpo-
3payHble U SICHBIE, TETePh CBEPKAIM MOIOOHO IBYM SIPKUM roiyObiM TonasaM. OHa JedCTBUTEIBHO
Kazajach BIOJIHE 3J0pOBOM. Bce 3Tu BHIBOIBI COBCEM He IOHpaBW/IKCh VIBaHy, HOO OCO3HAHUE TOTO,
YTO JIEBYIIIKA BCKOPE MOXKET OKOHYATEIbHO MOMPABUTHCS M TIOKMHYTh €ro JKIJIHIIE, BBI3BAJIO B €0
AyIlle HeJJOBOJIbCTBO. YBU/IEB B ee OOJIBIINX MMeYaIbHBIX I71a3aX MOJILOY, OH poOypUat:

— Bul 1axe Ha Horax He croute. Kak BbI cOOpatich TOTOBUTH ety ?
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—IlocaauTe MeHs 32 CTOJ WU PSAOM C TUTUTOM. [11s1 TOro 4TOOBI KAty MeaTh Jja TECTO MECHTh
HE HY)XHO CTOSITb.

WBan nipurypuiicsi. OH 3Hau1, 4To OHA TpaBa. U, Buaumo, Oosee Hemb3st ObUIO 3aCTaBISTh ee
JieKaTh B ocTeau. Bapyr aeBynika 3akanisiack.

— Bot Buaure, 51 ke rOBOpUII, UTO BbI €11l HE3I0OPOBbI, — 3AMETUJI OH.

— Ho pyku-To y MeHs 310poBbl, — Hamuiack Karsi, Kak TOJIBKO NepecTasia KaluisTh.

— Hy nagno, Bama B3si1a, — NpousHec HEJOBOJBbHO VBaH M yka3as Ha Iiyxapsi, KOTOPOro OH
rapy MUHYT Ha3aJ1 [OJI0KWII Ha JEPEBSHHBIN CTOJ. — BBl cMokeTe ero omunars?

— KoHeuHo, 1 MHOro pa3 nomoraja Ha KyxHe MuiaHbe Kyp OLIMITBIBATb.

— Bamneii kyxapke? — nepecripocui VBas.

— Hy ma. ¥V Gatiomku B moMecThe OHa Jydle Bcex... — KaTs TyT ke oceksiach, MOHSB, U4TO
OH CMeHaIbHO 3aJaJ1 KaBEP3HBIN BOMPOC, Aa0bl OHA paccKasaa uyTb Oodblie o cede. M, HaxMypuB-
[INCh, JOOABWIA: — DTO HEBAXKHO.

VBaH BHUMATEIbHO TIOCMOTPEI HA JIEBYIIKY, MBITASICh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb MPOYUTATH O €€ MPOo-
IIJIOM Ha OJISHOM JIMIIe, U YKe Yepe3 MUT B3I0XHYJI, TOHsIB, 4To Kartioiia 0oiee HU4ero He CKaxer.
OH npuOIM3HUIICS K Hell BIUIOTHYIO U TIPEJIOKIT:

— Yo Xk, 1aBaiiTe s MOCaXy Bac 3a CTOJ, YTOOBI BaM ObLIO yIOOHEe.

Jlerko noaxsaTuB ee Ha pyku, VIBaH mepeHec ee Ha CKaMblo, HAXOIUBIIIYIOCSI OKOJIO CTOJA.
VYcanvB AeBYIIKY, OH HE OTOLIEN OT HEe, & OCTAJICS CTOAATh PSAOM, 3a CITMHOIL.

— Teneps noBonbHbl, Katepuna BacunbseBna?

— [a, BIIOJHE, — KMBHYJ/IAa OHA, HE MIOBOpaYMBasi K HEMY JIMLA.

Bapyr ero nasblipl IpUKOCHYJIMCH K €€ BOJIOCaM 3a yIIKOM, U Karsl B3aporsysa, noBepHyB K
HEMY JIULIO.

— Ilepo ot nogyniky B Balmx BOJOCaX, — OTBETUJI OH IIYXO.

VY06paB pyKy, OH cenan BUl, 4TO YTO-TO BeIOpachiBaeT. KaTs okatuia ero ObICTpBIM IPOH3HU-
TEJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM U OTBEpHYack. [IpoBOpHO MOJOABMHYB K ceOe riryxapsi, OHa Havyasia OIIUIIbIBAT
NITULLY, CTapasich HE AyMaThb O TOM, YTO OH TaK U CTOUT 3a €€ CIHUHOW. He mpoluio u HeCKOIbKUX
MIHOBEHUH, KaK OHa OIyTWUJIa, KaK IMIMpOKas Teruias JiaJoHb VBaHa jiersna Ha ee rojiioBy. MejjieHHO
Y OYEHb JIACKOBO OH ITPOBEJI PYKOM IO €€ TEMHOM Koce cBepXy BHU3. HeBoIbHO 3aMepeB OT ero npu-
KOCHOBEHHU$, AEBYIIKA MepecTalla OLIMIIBIBATh NTHULLY.

— C 2TO# KOCOW BBl CIOBHO JIEBOYKA, — TOPTAHHBIM ITPOHUKHOBEHHBIM OAPUTOHOM MPOM3HEC
NBan.

Ero pyka nBuHynach Jasipliie BHU3 U IEPEMECTUIIACH HA €€ CIMHKY. KaTiola pacTepsiHHO CMOT-
pena nepes codoi, 6osIach MOBEPHYTh K HeMy Jiio. CTpaHHBIE, CIUIIIKOM UHTUMHBIE TPUKOCHOBE-
HUS1 3TOTO MYKUYMHBI IIPUBEJIM €€ B CTOIOP, M OHA HE NIOHMMaJIa, 3a4eM OH 3TO JeaeT. OTUeTIMBo
OILIYyIIasi ero ropsiuee JbIXaHue Ha CBOEM 3aThUIKE, OHA, MHITAsICh Pa3psAUTh HANPSDHKEHHYIO 00CTa-
HOBKY, KOTOpasi BOHMKJIa MEX/ly HUMH, UCITyTAHHO BbIITAJINIIA!

— MHe Obl MUCKY TSI TIEPbEB.

VBan meanieHHO yOpas pyKy, KOTopasi yKe IOYTH JOCTUIIA HU3A €€ CIIMHBI, U, B3JIOXHYB, THUXO
OTKJIMKHYJICS:

— Ceituac nogam.

Crycrst mapy 4yacoB OHM BIIEpBBIE BMECTE CHJIENU 32 HEOOJIBIINM TyOOBBIM CTOJIOM M Tpares-
Huyai. Ha yxun Karioma nop rieH3opckum B3opom MBaHa, KOTOPBIN TO U JIEJIO YKa3bIBaJ, UTO €
JenaTh, CrOTOBHJIA TPEYHEBYIO Kallly ¢ HEOONBIIUMH KYCOUKAMH MsICa TOTO CAMOTO TIIyXapsi, KOTO-
poro omuIana 4yTh pasblie. ViBaH nepecaan ee K Ieuu, U JeBYILKa, IPUBCTaBasi HA KOJIEHH, BIIOJIHE
YMEJIO CMOIJIa ¥ MONPaBUTh B [IEUM OTOHb, U MIOMellath Kairy. M Ternepb OHM CHJIENIM HAlIpOTUB APYT
apyra, u Karioma, packpacHeBlasicsi OT IEYKH, C alllIETUTOM TOIVIONIANA YKUH, CTapasiCh IOMEHBbIIIE
CMOTpeTh Ha Hero. M6o ero npucTaabHbIN, KAKOR-TO TEMHBIN TIHITJIMBLIA B30 HE OCTABJISI €€ HU Ha
MHUHYTY, HEUMOBEPHO cMylIasi. Yepes Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH BBIMOJIBUJI:
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— 4 3aTormun 6aHIO, CKOpO OHA Oy/IeT roToBa. Bam HaJ0 MOMBITHCH.

VYcnpbimas ero nocneaHon ¢gpasy, Kars yaupieHHO BCKMHY/Ia Ha HETo IJ1a3a U CIpocua:

— ITombIThCA?

— Jla. 41 oTHecy Bac B GaHbKY W TOMAPI0 XOPOIIEHBKO, YTOOBI BCSI XBOPb BBINLIA. A TO BBI YK
OOJILHO CWJIBHO KalluisieTe, — OOBICHII OH.

Xots Karrormia 6e3yMHO *kax/1aia moMbIThCS, CToBa ViBaHa BeI3BaM HeJjoyMeHre. B ee ronose
HApUCOBAJIACh KaKasi-TO HEMPUCTOMHASL KAPTUHA C €T0 YUaCTHUEM.

— BBl 4TO X, XOTUTE MEHSI CaMU MapUTh? — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA YIUBJIEHHO, OKPYTJIMB IJ1a3a.

— KoHeuHo, — OTBETHII OH.

Kars 3apnenach, cIOBHO ajoe si0JI0Ko.

— 3T0 HEAOMYCTUMO !

— Ortuero xe? BplI elie CIUIIKOM c1a0bl, U 51 TIOMOTY BaM BBIMBITHCSI, — 3aIBUJT OH BJIACTHO.

— 41 He movigy ¢ Bamu B OaHIo! — TyT *e Bhinmaimia Karioma, cBepkas Ha HEro HEMOKOPHBIMU
r1a3aMy M JyMasi, 4TO OH, KOHEYHO ke, MIyTUT. 60 3T0 OBIJIO MPOCTO HElpUeMIeMo, YToObl OHa
MbLTach Ipy HeM B Oane. U, KOHEUHO ke, HUKaKas ee HeMOIIb He omnpasbiBajia 3Toro. OIHaKo Ha
ero jmile ObUIa HallMCaHA Takas YBEPEHHOCTh B CBOel mpaBote, uto Kartiorma, xenast cpa3y ke Ha
KOPHIO TIpeceyb 3TU €r0 pa3BpaTHbIe 3asIBJICHUS O TOM, YTO OH HAaMEpPEeH IMapuTh €€ cam, 3asBIIa: —
S1 He Tak HeMoOIIHa, KaK BBI MBITACTECh MHE JJOKa3aTh, MIBaH AJiekceeBrnd. U BrojHe MOry 0OOUTHUCH
B OaHe ¥ Oe3 Balleil MOMOIIIH.

— U xT0 )¢ Bac BeHUKOM oxBatut? He OoiiTech, CHIIBHO s cTeraTh Bac He Oy/y, — Hadal OH
CHOBA.

— Heyxenu Bbl HE MOHUMAETE, YTO 3TO HEMPUIMYHO?! — BOZMYTUJIACh OHA.

— Bul npeyBenmunBaere, Katepuna BacuibeBHA, — HEOBOJIBHO 3aMETWII OH. — YTO Takoro,
€ClIu 1. ..

— Her, — veyutuBo nepeduia ero Katioma. — Eciy Bbl I€HICTBUTENIEHO XOTUTE MHE TIOMOYb, TO
MIPOCTO OTHECHUTE MeHsI B OaHIO, a JIaJIbIIIe s cama.

— Ho BBI HE cMOXeTe MOMBIThCS OfIHA, — HANIPSIKEHHO CKa3asl OH, YCTPEMUB Ha Hee MpeaocTe-
peraroLuil MPOH3UTESbHBIN B30p TEMHO-3€JIEHBIX IJ1a3.

— Cmory, — 3asBiJIa OHA TaK YBEpeHHO, 4To OpoBu VBaHa CONUTUCH Y TIEPEHOCHIIBI, i OH OITY-
crun ma3a. OH 3acTaBuil ceOsl IPOIJIOTUTD eIlle OHY JIOKKY Kallli, HO Yepe3 MUT PE3KO BBHICKOUMII
M3-3a CTOJIA U HaYaJsl OfIeBaThCs HA YJIMILY.

— oy mpoBepio, Kak Tonutcst. HapepHoe, poBa eliie HyKHbI, — Oy pPKHYJI OH U OBICTPO BBIIIIEI
13 U30BI.

Kats cmoTperna Ha 3aKphITYIO ABEpb, 3a KOTopou rcue3 VBaH, 1 Bce OoOJIbIIe yTBep:KAaaach B
MBICJIA, YTO HAJI0 KaK MOKHO CKOpee MOIPaBUThCS U MOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO, XO35IMH KOTOPOIO SIBHO
XOTeJT IOOUTHCSI OT Hee Yero-To OOJIBIIEro, HeXeNr MPOCTHIX CIIOB OJIarolapHOCTH.

UyTh Mo3Ke OH JICUCTBUTEIHFHO OTHEC €e B OAHKY M OCTaBWJI B MBUIBHOM, KaK OHA W TMPOCHIIA.
Hoxnasmmchk, korna Mean yiiner, Karioma mpoBopHO cHsita capadaH u pyOariky, yxe JOBOJTBHO
yMeJio, HO BCE e OCTOPOXKHO Ha KOJIEHSIX MEPEeMecTHIach B IApHYIO U MIPOCHIEa TaM HEKOTOpOe
BpeMs. 3aTeM TaK ke Ha KOJIeHsIX MepeOpaiach Mo TETrioMy IOy B MOeUHYI0. Pa3Bess Teruioi Bojbl
B KOpbITE U 3aMETUB Ha JIaBKE MUCKY C JKUJKMM MBLIbHBIM KOPHEM, BbIMbLIA JIBa pa3a rojioBy. A
3ateM U Bce Tesio. OHa TOPOIUIMBO 3aKOHYMIIA MBIThCS M BBITEpJIa BJIAKHBIE BOJIOCH TPSA3HON pyOarii-
KOU. VIMEeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT 3acJIblIaja B peOaHHUKe Tsokesbie maru Mana. VciyranHo cXBaTuB
capadaH, KOTOPBIF BHUCEI 4yTh COOKY, OHA yCIIesIa JIUIIb IPUKaTh MATEPUI0 K CBOEMY OOHAKEHHOMY
teay. MBaH 3amen B MoeuHyto 0e3 CTyKa, ¥ TYT K€ €ro TEeMHBIN HEeMKUi B30p BIWICS B JCBYIIKY.
upoxuit capadan, NPUTUCHYTHIN K ee Tely, NpuKpbiBas Kationry ot rpyaei 10 KoleHel, U OHa
BMWI CMYTWJIACh OT €r0 Harjoro rmoBeAeHusl.

— Bbl 3akoHuMIIM ? — CIIPOCKJT OH € BBI30BOM U KaK-To 3710. VI KaTsi HeyBepeHHO KMBHYJIa B OTBET.
OH OpIcTpo MPUOTM3WICS K Hell M OecliepeMOHHO HAKWHYJI Ha Hee OJiesyio, He JIaB JIake OEeThCH.
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3aBepHYB JEBYIIKY, KaK KYKJy, OH BbIHEC €€ HapyxKy, IPeIBApUTEILHO TMOMPABHUB OJEsJIO Ha ee
rosioBe. B n36e on omyctun Kario Ha KpoBaTh ¥ 3asiBUJI sIIOBUTHIM TOHOM: — OieBaiiTech, s1 He Oyny
BaM MelIaTh.

Korza nBepb 3a HUM 3akpbuiach, U Kats ocranach oHa B MpavHO# M30YIIIKe, OCBEIaeMOi
JIMIIb OTHOM JTyYMHOW, OHA HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIIyOOKO B3/I0XHYJA, TIHITASICh IIPUBECTHU JbIXaHUE B MOPSI-
nok. Eie B GaHbke ee Topiio CKOBaJl TAaKOH CTpax, YTo oHa 0osiach MOIIEBEIUThCS B pykax VBaHa,
Koraa oH nomgHsu ee. U ceiiuac omrymasna cedst mogoOHO 3BEpbKY B KallKaHe W CIIOBHO 3aBHCENa OT
MHJIOCTH OXOTHHUKA. OH MOT MepeIOMUTD €H IIel0, & MOT ¥ OTIYCTUTb Ha BOJIO. M1 9TUM OXOTHUKOM
ObLT UMEHHO 3TOT YeJIOBEK.

Katioma 6e3 nmpomMenieHrst Hajena Ha ceOsl YUCTYIO JUTMHHYIO pyOallky, KoTopas Jiexana Ha
KpOBATH, ¥, 3aMOTaB CTApPOi PyOaIlKod BOJIOCH, 3ajie31a Moj Terioe ofesio. TobKo Terneph OHa
BJIPYT OCO3HaJIa, uTo VIBaH KaK-TO CTPAaHHO JiepKasl ee, Hecsl B M30yIIKy u3 OaHu. OHa OTYETIIMBO
OIIYTHJIA, KaK ero Aep3KKe PYKH JIepXkaju ee He 3a Oe/pa, Kak JOIKHBI ObLIH, a 32 ITOMIIBL. A 60pO-
J1aToe CYpOBOE JIMILIO €0 MOYTH Kacaloch ee IIEKH, OTYero JIeBYIIKa Jake Ha MOpPO3e NOUyBCTBOBAJIA
ero ropsiuee HepoBHOE JibixaHue. V1 Bce 3Tu BBIBOJIB, a ellle 00jiee MHCTUHKTUBHOE YyThe, YTO XO35UH
M30YIIKK SIBHO UCTIBITHIBAET K HEl Jajieko He HEeBUHHBIC KeJIaHWsl, TPUBEIH CyiecTBo Karomm B
paccTpoKCTRO.
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I'naBa V. Bpennblii

Katioma, yBuieB, 4To KphIIIKa 4yryHKa HavaJla MPUTIOHAMAThLCS, HAKJIOHUJIACh BIIepel, BCTaB
KOJIEHSIMM Ha JIaBKYy, M B3sula yxBarT. [lepeBUHYB Kallly B CTOPOHY, IOJAJIbIIIE OT OrHs, OHA CHOBA
ceJia U IPUHsJIAch JIENUTh NeJIbMEHU. TecTo, packaTaHHOE TOHKUM CJIOEM, B PyKax JIEBYIIKH YMEJIO
HAYMHSIOCHh PyOJIEHBIM MSICOM U MPUHUMAJIO (hOPMY MaJIeHbKHX MOTyMECSIIEB.

[Tpomwno yxe Bocemb AHEN, Kak VBaH O3BOMIWII €i 3aHMMAThCS TPUrOTOBJIeHHEeM nuiy. [lep-
BbI€ THU OH KPUTUYHO CMOTPEJ 32 TeM, KaK JIEBYIIIKA NIEpEeIBUTaeTCs M0 JJaBKaM Ha KOJIEHSX, MEXKLy
CTOJIOM ¥ TUTTOMW. JIaBKkM ObUTH CrieIMaibHO MOCTABJIEHBl HA pacCTosiHUM, ynooHoMm s Karu. [a,
OHA He YyBCTBOBAJIa CTYIHEH HOT, HO KOJIEHH ee ObLIM MOIBMKHBI, U Kars sierko mepemernanach
MEX]Y MeYbIO U CTOJIOM.

3acnplliaB oyepeHOM CTyK Tomnopa, Karsa momymana, 4to 3TOT 4YelOBEK MPOCTO HE MOKET
cuaeth 6e3 ena. Bee 3T 1HU, YTO OHA MpOBeJa B JIECHOM Kuiuile, MBaH Bce BpeMsi YTO-TO YUMHUI,
XOMJI HA OXOTY WJTM 3aHUMAJICS XO3SICTBOM. JIMIIIb 110 BeuepaM IocJie Y:KMHA OH CaJuiics Ha O0JTb-
ITI0M TIOKPBITHIA CTAPON MEIIKOBUHOM CYHAYK M HAUMHAJ MepedupaTh Opykue, KOTOpoe OCTOPOKHO
CHHUMAJT CO CTEHBI, TPOTUBOIOIOKHON KpoBaTh. OH YUCTUIT PYKbsl, TPOTUPAIT U TOUMJI HOXU. MHOTIA
Karsa 3ameuana, 4To OH 1aAUT OpyXkue. B 3T MOMEHTHI €ro JIMLIO NPUHUMAIIO CTPAHHOE BbIpake-
Hue. OHO CTaHOBUJIOCH MATKUM, OTCTPaHEHHBIM U MeuTaTesIbHbIM. KaTiolie oT4ero-To ka3anoch, 4To
VBan BcrioMuHaeT o yeM-1o. Bo3aMokHO, 0 TaBHO mpomieamux AHsX. M BocnoMuHaHUs 3TH ObLIH
s;BHO moOuMbI MiBanoM. CypoBOCTB €ro Jiniia Ky/a-To ucdesasa, ¥ OH Ka3aics ed apyruM. JleByIika
OlLIyIIaJIa, YTO Mepe/l Hell HE3HAKOMBIN YeJIOBEeK.

Kars eme He 3akOHUMIIA YKJIA/BIBATh HA JIOCKY TEPBBIM psifl MieJbMeHeH, Kak B U30y BOIIEN
NBan. CTpsxHYyB CHET ¢ MOXHATOM IIIAIIKK, OH MOJIOJKUJI €€ Ha BBICOKYIO MOJKY. CHsUT Ty/TyH U Harpa-
BUJICA MBITh pykH. [Tpoxonst Mumo Hee, MIBaH ocTaHOBUMIICS.

— Kak BBI cHsiTH Kariry? — yAMBUJICS OH.

— VxBarom.

— Otuero e MeHs He NI03BaJIn? — CIIPOCHJI OH HEJJOBOJIBHO.

— 3avyem? Bbl 3aHsATHI ObUTH. VM BBI BCE el1le cunMTaeTe MeHs OECIIOMOIIHOM ? — YCMEXHYJIach
oHa. — BOT 51 mesbMeHM MoYTH 3aKOHYMIIA CTPATIATh.

— Buxy, — cepouro OypkHya VIBaH 1 HanpaBWIICS K YMBIBJIBHUKY.

CrycTst 4eTBepTh yaca OHU €11 BKYCHYIO Tpeuy C COJIEHbIMU I'prOaMy 1 3alTUBAT MEJOBBIM
yaeM. lBan mommuan. C Havyasia Tparnesbl OH TO M JeJI0 CTpaHHO nornaipBai Ha Katio. OHa 4yyBcTBO-
BaJjia, YTO OH XOUET €M UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE PEIIaeTCs.

— BbI cerogHs He 3aMep3/iy HOYBIO? — CIIPOCHJI OH BAPYI M BHUMATEJIBHO IOCMOTpES Ha
JeBYIIKY.

OTtyero-To 3TOT Borpoc HacTopoxku KaTro.

— Her.

— 41 BOT mymaio, MOXeT, yTermTh u30y? A TO CKOPO MOPO3bl OyAyT JIOTHIE. S-TO MPUBBIK K
X0JI071aM. A BOT Bbl MOXKETE CHOBA IPOCTYAUTHCS.

CHayana ero cjoBa BbI3BAIM B JyIlle JEBYIIKM YyBCTBO OnarogapHoctd. Ho cryctss MUHYTY
Kars 3agymanace. Heyxenu oH ymaer, 4To OHa OCTaHeTCsl B €ro u30yIlIKe HaJIonro U Oyaer nepe-
KUAATh KaKue-To Mopo3bl? Her, 3Toro mpocTo He MOrJIo ObITb.

Bor yxe Henmemo, expa Katoma modyBcTBOBana cedsl Jiydille, OHa Pa3MBIILISIA O TOM,
YTO JenaTh jAanbine. Bo3BpaTuThcs B pa3sOpeHHOE MOMECTbe OHa He Morna. BeposTHo, pa30oii-
HUKU-YOMHIIIBI BCE ellle HaXOIWIUCh TaM. [103ToMy OHa Bce-Taku pernia oTnpaBuThes B [letepOypr
K cBoei ponHou TeTke. Ho Kats Obuta HeMoIIiHa, ¥ e JUHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN MOT BBIBE-
CTH €e U3 9TOM IIyXOH valy jieca Obul MeHHO VBaH. [leByIika pemmia, 4To yke BIOJIHE 310poBa,
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YTOOBI BBIIEPXKATh JIONTHUIA MyTh JO CTONMUIBL. MO0 OHa OCO3HaBaja, YToO Jlajiee OCTaBaThCS B 9TOM
yO60oromM 3a0BITOM BCEMHU KUIIUIIE C €T0 CTPAHHBIM, CYPOBBIM XO35TMHOM HEBO3MOXHO.

Teneps VBaH BB HECKOIBKO MHAYE, YeM MecsIl Ha3a[, Koraa KaTioma BriepBbie yBuena
ero. OH cTaJl YacTo MBIThCA B OaHe, TIO TPH pas3a Ha Hezesle, 0ObYHO rocie Hee. Celiyac OH coOU-
paJt BOJIOCHI B TYTOM y3eJI Ha 3aThUIKe, TIepeBsA3bIBas X KOPOTKOM XOJIIIOBOM BEPEBKOU, UTOOBI OHU
HE Melaiy. DTa MpuYecka OTKPbIBaJIa BHICOKHI JI00, M €0 JIMIIO Ka3aJoch 0oJiee BHIPa3UTEIbHBIM.
Bonblime xuBbie TEMHO-3€JIeHbIE I71a3a ero ObUIM ITyOOKO mocaxkeHsl. [Jaxke naxHyTs ot MiBana crano
JydIie.

C camoro niepBoro aHs#, eaa Kartrora nocenmuiack B JiecHON M30YIIKe, OHA 3aMevasia HacTOM-
YMBYIO AJTYHYIO 3aMHTEpecOBaHHOCTH VIBaHa B ee nepcone. Eil coBceM He HpaBUJICS €ro OCTOSTHHBIN
rOpsIIMI TEMHBIN B3IJIsIT, HATIpaBJICHHBIN Ha Hee. [ToHauaity oH Belt ce0st 1ocTaTouHO caepskanHo. Ho
3aTeM IpU MaJIeHIINX MOMbITKAX AEBYIIKH JEPKaThCsl OT HErO HA PACCTOSTHUU WM OBITh CAMOCTOSI-
TEJIbHOM, ero MOTJIOIIAIOIINI B30p CTAHOBUIICS YTpOKAIOIMM. VIBaH HUYEro He TOBOPHII € MOCThI/-
HOro, HO KaTsi MHCTUHKTHBHO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 33 3TUM MOJIYAIMBBIM HEJJOBOILCTBOM VIBaHa CKpHI-
BAeTCs YTO-TO eIlle.

Kars1, kak ToJMBKO MOIIIa, MBITaNach U30JMPOBaATh ceOsl OT TOro venoeka. OHa mompocuiia
ero czenarh e OOJNbINUe JIANTH, B KOTOPBIX OHA Ha KOJIEHSIX MOIVIA cama TepeaBUraThes 1Mo u3oe.
XOTb Tako# croco® nepeBrKeHust ObUT ISl AEBYIIKH TpyaeH, Kars Moriia uM nosip30BaThCsl MPH
M0X0/IaX B OTXOXEee MECTO WIIH ke Korjia VMiBaHa He ObU10 JoMa. DTa HeOOMbIIast CAMOCTOSTEIbHOCTh
pamoBana ee. OMHAKO MOMHOCTHIO M30eraTh oOmecTBa VMBaHa ObU10 HEBO3MOXHO. EnBa mossisiics
Ha nopore 30yIIKH, OH He 1o3BosIsiT Kate nepensurarbcst caMoi, a, MoOJT4a yraJpIBasi ee HaMepeHusI
WJIM HACTOMYMBO CITPAIIMBasi O HUX, IEPEHOCHII IEBYIIKY Ha Hy)kHOe MecTo. [Ipu 3ToM Bopua 0 ToMm,
yro Karioma morsia 6b1 He OOSIThCSI POCUTH €ro O MOMOIIHY. biiaro mo mpomecTBUy MepBhIX ABYX
Henesb MBaH cran octaBaThesl JoMa ropasio pexe, YeM paHblIie.

C kaxapiM nocneytonmm gHeM Kate ka3anochk, 4to qep3kue MpUKOCHOBEHHU S 3TOTO JIECTHOTO
OTILIEJIbHUKA, @ UMEHHO Tak Mpo ceds1 oHa HaspiBasia MBaHa, cTraHOBATCA Oojiee HacTouuBbIMU. U
OHa BUJIENA, YTO B MOCJIE/HEEe BpeMsi OH Jjaske He COOMpAJICSl CKPBIBATh CBOETO JKaJHOTO MHTEepeca K
Hell. Ha qHSAX OH MajoHbI0 0OXBATUII €€ Ipy/b, SIKOObI MEpernyTaB ¢ Tajluel, a BYepa, Koraa pa3sMu-
HaJI C Ma3bl0 HOTH, HETIO3BOJIMTEIbHO BHICOKO 3aIyCTUJI PyKHM O ee pyoarky, 1 korjaa Kars Heno-
BOJIbHO 3BIPKHYJIa Ha Hero, VIBaH ¢ BBI30BOM IOCMOTpeEN Ha Hee, U PyKy yoOpan He cpasy. Ha Bce
€ro TMOMBITKM CMYTHTh €€ M HarJIo MPUKOCHYThCsA, KaTiomma Monvana u aenana B, 4ToO He 3aMedaeT
aToro. [leBynika moHUMaIa, 4To CKaHAAJbl He PUBELYT HU K YeMy xopoiieMy. M He 3Hasa, yero ee
MOXHO OBUIO OXHMJATh OT TOTO BHICOKOTO MOTYYHA C MIPOH3UTEIbHBIMHA TEMHO-3€JIEHBIMHU TJ1a3aMU
Y Mpa4yHbIM BblpakeHHEeM Ha juie. Ceituac OHa MOJTHOCTBIO 3aBUCENIa OH 9TOr0 My:KuuHbI. Y nopoii
el 6e3yMHO XOTeJIOCh YOeKaTh, 3a0BITh ITY MAJICHbKYIO M30YIIIKY, KOTOpas CTaja Jijis Hee OJHOBpe-
MEHHO ¥ MPUCTAHUINEM, U JIOBYIIKOW. M eil OblJI0 HEOOXOAMMO KaK MOKHO CKOpee MOKMHYTh 3TO
[JIyX0€ MECTO.

Kars momuana fnonro, oT4ero-tTo HepBHO TepeOsi JOXKy. MBaH periw, 4To oHa 3aaymasach
0 CBOEM U, TIOXOXe, He COOMpaeTcsl MPOIOIKaTh pasroBop. OH MPOKANLISIICS, YTOOBI MPUBJIEYb €€
BHUMaHMe, U CKa3a:

— Karepuna BacuibeBHa, Tak 4TO BBI yMaeTe O TOM, YTOObI yTeTUIUTh U30y?

— He nymaio, 4yto MeHsi 9TO KacaeTcsi, — OTBETHJIA OHA Oe3pa3IMYHO.

— Ortuero xe?

— OrtTOrO, 4TO 51 HAMEPEBAIOCh YeXaTh OTCIOIa M KAK MOXKHO CKOpee, — 3aMeTHJIa OHA TUXO, HO
TBEPIO.

— Vexars? Bor e1ie HOBOCTb! — Kak-TO pa3f0cai0BaHO BCIBUIAJ OH.

— MBan AnekceeBud, 51 )KUBY y Bac Mecsl. f yxxe moutu 300poBa. MHe Oonee HeyaoOHO cTec-
HSATh BaC CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM.
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— Karioma, BbI He ctecHsieTe MeHs1. M BooOInie, He TIoiiMy, K YeMy Bbl 3aBEJTH STOT pa3roBop? —
CITPOCHJI HAIIPSI’KEHHO OH.

— BbI Mo bl OTBE3TH MEHs B JICPEBHIO?

— 1 e yXe rOBOpWJI BaM, UTO TaM OTAacHO, — ObICTPO BbINav VIBaH, BepHB B Hee HEJOBOJIb-
HBII B30p.

— a, momH0. Ho 51 He mpo Onmkaiiiiiee ceno ropopio. B okpyre xke ecTb U Jpyrue JepeBHu?

— Kakue eme npyrue? IloGmuzoctr ToNbKO 3Ta. B ocranbhbie s He xoaui. OHH, CKopee BCero,
He Oymke IBaauaTy cemu BepceT. M nopory 1o HUX 5 He 3Halo.

— A Capckoe ceso gayieko otcioaa’?

— Jlo Hero Toxe BepcT TpUILaTh OyneT, He MeHblle. TONbKO B Ty CTOPOHY uepe3 O00Ta UITH.
N60 3Ta yama ¢ Tpex CTOpOH OKpyKeHa TOMSAMH. A €clv MO JUIMHHOMY IyTH, MUHYsI O0JI0Ta, TO
BEPCT COPOK C JIMITHUAM OyJeT.

— Ho Benp Tpuanars BEpCT MOXKHO 3a JIEHb ITPOUTH.

— 3a ;Ba, ecau JEeToM. A Ha CHErocTyrax Xojf ropasao MeijeHHee. [la u Tpomna tenepp Bcs
3aHeceHa, — 0OBSCHWI OH. — M BooOIIle, 51 He MoliMy, 3a4eM Bbl BepcThl cunTaere, Kareprna Bacu-
nbeBHa? XOAUTh-TO Bbl BCE PABHO HE MOXKETE, — 3aKOHYMJI OH XOJIOAHO.

— Ho BBI MOrM 6I>I MCHA OTHECTH, — IMPEJIOKNIAa OHA HEYBCPEHHO, YCTPEMUB Ha HETO YUCTHIN
MIPOH3UTEJIBHBIN TrOIy00l B30P.

— Kak 310 oTHECTH? — cripocuit VIBaH, HAaXMypHBILUCh, IPEKPACHO NTOHUMAs, O YEM OHA FOBO-
pur.

— Bpl ke npuHecIu MeHs CI0a, KOI/a HAIIIU B JIECY. ..

OH [10/1r0 NMPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEJ B €€ B3BOJTHOBAHHOE KPACHUBOE JIMLIO U JIMXOPAJ0YHO MCKAJ
B CBOUX MBICJIAX Hy)KHbIﬁ OTBET, IITO6]:»I 3aKOHYUTH DTOT HerHHTHbeI pas3rosop. HOTOMy YTO OH
COBEPIIEHHO He Xakaasl Kyla-JIu0o HECTH ee.

— Ha, s npunec Bac. Ho ckaxy s Bam, Bbl COBCEM He Jierkas Howa. S mapy pa3 orgsixain. 1
enBa Jo0pascs 10 u30ymku. TsSKKO IpsiMo, — He MOPrHYB IJ1a30M, coBpasl MBaH, nmpekpacHoO 3Has,
YTO JIEBYIIIKa OYeHb Jierka. Koraa nepeHocui1 ee Ha pyKax ¢ MecTa Ha MECTO, OH Jlake ITOJHUMAJ ee
0e3 HarpsKeHHs. A TOW HOUBIO Ha ero Iuieye OHa MOKa3ajach eMy He Tshkeliee BOTUHIbL. OTTOro
B TOT 3JIOTIOJTyYHBIH JIeHb, KOTJA CIac ee, OH J00pascs 0 CBOed M30YIIKU JOBOJBHO OBICTPO, UOO
NepeMelaycsl Ha CBOMX CHErOCTYIaX, He CHUXKasl MPUBBIYHOIO TEMIIA, KOTOPHIM XOIMJI TIO JIECaM.
Tsxenoit Hotel VIBaH cunTast TuIib yOUTYIO TYIIy BEpsi, KOTOpasi MOIJIa BECUTB 0 TI0XKUHBI ITy/I0B.
Ho Bcero sToro oH, ecrecTBeHHO, He cOOMpaJics paccKasbiBaTh KaTtiolre, mpecienysi CBOM TailHbIe
UHTEpecHl. M, yBepeHHO CMOTpsI Ha Hee, TPOAO/KIIL: — ToNbKO Ha paccBeTe 100pacs. A 3TO OUTH
nonHoud. Beitoxcs. [Ipocto yx 601bHO kajiko ObUIo Bac. BOT u Teprien u3 nmocieHux Cuil. A HbIHYE
yX yBosibTe. He cMory s joHecTH Bac Tak jganeko. U myTh-To ceiiyac B Tpu pasza Oosbliie HagoOeH,
Ja U 3UMa Ternepb.

Kats Haxmypuiiack, Hapsik€HO pa3MBIILIsIS, U YK€ Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHU MPeIJIOKUIIa:

— A ecnv NIOJICTUIIKY CHeIaTh U3 BETOK, TUMA CAaHOK? Bbl Obl CMOIJIM BOJIOKOM MEHsI OTBE3TH.

— UYro emie 3a mIynocTh? — OMEMUI OH, HAXMYPHBIINChH, TOPA3KBIIKCH €€ COOOPA3UTETLHOCTH.

ITOT pa3roBop HEBO3MOXHO Hampsirain MBaHa. OH MpekpacHO 3HaJl, 4To, ecii Obl JIeHCTBU-
TEJIbHO 3aX0TeJ, OH Hares Obl CIoco0 JOCTaBUTD AEBYIIIKY HE TOJIBKO JI0 AajIbHEW JIepeBHU, HO U JIO
[NetepOypra, ecau Hato. Ho OH coBceM He XoTe, YToObI OHa ncye3asia u3 ero n30yku. Moxer ObiTh,
MOTOM, 4yTh MO3ke. BceM CBOMM CyIIECTBOM OH SIPOCTHO JKasKAasl, YTOOBI 3aBUCHMOE TIOJIOKEHHUE
Katiomm npu HeM npojonkanoch 1 ajiee U OHa HEIPEMEHHO HaXOIMJIACh 3/1ECh TIOIJIE HETO.

— Tax xe B caHsX JIIOAU 3UMOU €3/4T.

— A 3710 y) BoOOIIIE TiTymasi MbIcib, Karepuna BacuibeBHa, — 3aMeTHII OH, HAXMYPHUBIIHCH. — U
K TOMY € MOpPO3bI CTOSIT JIIOThIE TENIEPb, [ja U TPOIly 3aHecs0. V1 Ha MoACTUIIKE 3TOW BBl 3aMEpP3HUTE
HaCMEpPThb. A HUATU MHE MPUIACTCA IMOYTH TPU JHA U B JIECY HOUEBATDL. Bbl HE BBIACPKUTE TAKOIO.
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Kariomna 1oro Monyana, ”HCTUHKTUBHO YYBCTBYS, UTO OH YEr0-TO HEIOTOBAPUBAET WIIU MPO-
CTO TIBITAETCS €l BHYIIUTh, YTO €l HUKAK He BHIOPAThCS M3 €ro JIOroBa. TO COBCEM He HPaBHUJIOChH
el U BbI3bIBAJIO HENPUSTHBIC AyMbI O TOM, UTO OH CIIEIIMAILHO JIeNIaeT BCe, YTOOBI He OTITYyCKATh ee
otcioa. M oTToro oHa THXO HaNpsiKeHHO BCIIbUIMJIA!

— MHe otdero-to kaxercsi, iBaH AJieKceeBUY, YTO BBl MIIETE MPEJIOT, YTOOHl 51 OCTaslach
31IECh.

OH ynep B Hee TEMHBII FOPSILLIUI B30p U JIMIIb YEPE3 MUHYTY C BHI30BOM IPOU3HEC:

— A ecnu ¥ Brpapay uiry?

— 4 yxe noHsa 310! — BOCKJIMKHYJA JIeByIIKa. Y, BUIs, YTO OH Ha4Yajl UrpaTh B OTKPHITYIO,
HEpBHO CcKa3aja: — M 3HaeTe, uTo sl BaM CKaxy. .. 3HaeTe? — OHa 3aMsIach U, CIJIIOTHYB KOMOK B ropJie,
BBINIAJIMIIA: — BBI JOJKHBI TOMOYb MHE BbIOpaThes U3 steca! JlomxkHb!

— Homxen? C 4gero Ob1 3T70?! — eXuIHO (PBHIPKHYI OH, OCKAIMBIIVCH HE TIO-100poMy. — Y MeHs
COBEPIIIEHHO HET XKeJIaHWsI B TAKOH JIIOTBHI MOPO3 OTIIPABIATHCS KyAa-ToO, JIa ellle 32 COPOK BEpCT.
Enpl Ha 3UMOBbE y MEHsI XBaTUT Ha Hac 0Oonx. K ToMy *ke s 0XOuych MOCTOSTHHO. A BOT BECHO,
MOXET ObITh, KOT/Ia CHET COMIET, a M Bbl TIOMPABUTEC. . .

— Kak BecHoii? — onemmia BkoHenl Karioma.

— Bot umenno! JIo BecHbI 1ake HE 3aMKATECh O TOM, — 3aKOHYMJT OH B1acTHO. [I[poBOpHO BcTaB
u3-3a crona, ViBaH OBICTPO OTBEPHYJICA W OTOLIEN OT JAEBYIIKH, BUIMMO, HAMEPEBAsCh 3aKOHYUTh
3TOT BaXKHBI /1JI51 HEE Pa3roBOP.

— BbI He nMmeeTe npaBa yaepKuBaTh MeHs 37ech! — Bo3MyTHIach B cepanax Katioma, HepBHO
CMOTPsI Ha €ro IMPOKYIO CIIMHY U OIIYIIAs, 9TO OT HETOIOBAaHMSI Y Hee IUKO CTYyJuT cepate. — MHaue
s... s... — OHa 3aMsUIach, MOAOMPAsi B TOJIOBE CJIOBA, M, HEPBHO Kycasi TyObl, TOHMMasi, YTO HE MOXET
3aCTaBUTh €T0 C/IelaTh, Kak el HaJoOHO.

N60 tenepp, GecriomorHas, ¢ OOILHBIMA HOTaMU, OHA TOJIHOCTHIO ObLIa B €ro BJIACTH, U OH
penm 6eccoBECTHO BOCIOMb30BATLCS 3TUM €€ HEMOIIIHBIM ToJIokeHneM. VIBaH pe3ko oOepHyIIcs K
HEell, B TPY MPbUKKA BHOBb IPUOIM3UIICS K JIEBYIIIKE M YTPOXKAIOIIE CKJIOHWICS HAJl HEl.

— W uto xe BbI cienaere, Katepuna BacunbeBHa? 3akpuunre? 3amuiavere? Uto eie? — ¢ BbIZO-
BOM U KAaKOI-TO U3JIEBKOM MPOXPUIIET OH €M MPSMO B JIULIO.

Karioma yxe HamepeBasiach JOCTOMHO OTBETUTb 3TOMY Harjieily, HO, BUAS HECKpPHIBAEMYIO
yIpo3y M JKECTKOCTh B €r0 TEMHO-3eJICHBIX ONACHBIX I71a3aX, yXKe Yepe3 MUI 3aMepia, BCe ke He
PEIIMBIINCH OOJiee CIIOPUTH C HAM.

— C BaMu COBceM HEBO3MOXKHO rOBOpUTh, MIBaH AnekceeBud, — OOMKEHHO BHIMOJIBHJIA OHA.

— A BBl U HE TOBOpHTE, — 3aJUPHUCTO OTBETWI OH. — Kora Momumte, BbI MHE OOJIbIIIE HPABU-
TECh. ..

Karioma o6mkeHHO 3aMoiTyaa 1 OIMyCTUsIa B30p B CBOIO TapesKy. Ha ee ria3a HaBepHY/HChH
cne3bl. MIBaH, OKMHYB TEMHOBOJIOCYIO T'OJIOBY J€BYIIKH MTPEAOCTEPETAIOIMM B30POM, OTOIIIEN OT Hee
Y TIPUHSUICS] CHUMATh CO CTEHBI CBOE OpYXKHe, KaK M OOBIYHO, M0 Beuepam, HaMepeBasiCh MOYNCTUTD
ero. Karst kuaana Ha Hero HepBHbIE OBICTpbIE B3MJISAAB M XMypwiiach. OHa MOHMMaNa, 4to Oosee He
MOXET OCTaBaThCs 37ech. Ee 0 KpallHOCTH CMYIIAJIM U HEPBUPOBATIM TEMHbBIE MTPUCTAIBHBIE B3OPbI
VBaHa 1 ero nocTosiHHbIE SIKOObI HEYastHHBIE IeP3KUe IPUKOCHOBEHU S, KOTIa OH HOCUJT e B OaHbKY
WM pactupan Horu. Kakoe-To BHyTpeHHee UyBCTBO TOJCKA3bIBAJO JAEBYIIKE, YTO OHA HPABUTCS
WBany kak aesuria. Ml oTToro oH, BUAUMO, Mpeciieys] CBOM TEMHBIE KeJlaHusI, He XOTeN OTITYCKAaTh
ee 13 cBoero JiecHoro xkwmia. Ho Katioma Beeli ymoii sxaxaia BBIOPaThCst U3 9TOU TITyXOH Yariy
Jeca ¥ 30aBUTHCS OT BJIACTH STOTO MPAYHOTo, CypOBOTO OTIIEIbHHUKA.

Uepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl OHa, He BhI/IEPKaB HAIPSDKEHHU s, yCTPEMUJIa Ha HETO OTYasTHHBIN B30P.

— He noiimy s Bac, — 3ameTiia OHa HEpBHO. — BBl UTO ke, Tipejiiaraete MHE HABEYHO OCTaThCS
31ech?
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— Ortuero xe? — ryxo orBeTvs1 IBaH, BHOBb IOBEPHYB K Hel JIMLO. — Bei3nopasinuBaiite cko-
pee, 4ToOBl HOTM Balllk CaMU XOIUTh MOTJIH. [la uiuTe Ha Bce YeThipe CTOPOHBI. A caM s BaC HUKYyAa
He noHecy! 1160 He mop cuity 9T0 MHe. ...
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I'naBa VI. bepkyr

— Urak, o pykam, — COIIacHICs JOBOJBHO MaJICHBKMI CKOPHSIK M JJOOPOMYIITHO YABIOHYIICS
BBICOKOMY OTIIEJIbHHKY. — B TeueHue Tpex clieqyIourX MecsIeB Bbl JOJKHBI Oy/ieTe MPUBO3UTh MHE
YeThIpe JIMChH MIKYpKU B MecsIl. C yuyeToM 3TUX MATU. YKe K anpeltio Mbl OyleM B pacyeTe

— HNoroBopuiuichk, — kuBHy! MBaH. — Korna st cmory 3a0pats mryoky?

— Xotb ceryac. Yxke Heless, Kak s CIINJ €€ Ha HYXKHBII pa3Mep, KaK Bbl U 3aKa3bIBAJIH.

Tpunuars nepBoro aekadpsi Bech JeHb 11 cHer. Katioma, nevaibHasi, cKyJaonias, cujiena y
okHa. Oben yxe ObLT COBCEM T'OTOB, M OHa OTCTPAHEHHO CMOTpeJia CKBO3b HATSIHYTHII HA OKHE ObIYMIA
Iy3bIPb HA YJIHITY. XOJIOJHBIA 3MMHUI CBET e/IBa IIPOHUKAJ BHYTph N30bL. JIaBKa, Ha KOTOPYIO ee rapy
4yacoB Ha3aj nocaawi MiBaH, Haxoauiach OKoJIo reuky, U Kariorma xgana, korjaa 3akunur cyt. [lepen
CBOMIM YXOJIOM BC€ HEOOXOIMMBbIe TTPOAYKTHI U TIpuIpaBbl MIBaH mocTaBul Ha HEOOJBIION CTOM, AJIs
TOro 4TOOBI JieByIIKe ObLIO ynoOHee. KaTioma Teneps Obiia B M30yIIKe ofHa, nOo erne ¢ yrpa MBan
yIIes 1o JieJiaM B OKaKIylo IepeBHIo.

CeronHsi KOHUQJIUCh CBATKU. [Ipa3qHUYHBIE TAMHCTBEHHBbIE JHU, KOTopbie Katioma yodua
eme ¢ gercTBa. OHa MOMHUIIA, KaK B 3€JIEHON TOCTUHOM B POAUTEILCKOM JIOMe Ha CBSITKU COOMPATUCDH
MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIE TOCTH U YCTpauBaJIMCh 3BaHbIe Beuepa C IUISICKaMU U rafiaHusMu. B ycaneOHOM
nome [amKkoBbIX JBE HEAENU MOAPS MaxJI0 CBEXKUMH aNMeTUTHBIMU MUPOTaMU U 3aCaXapeHHBIMU
dpykramu. Kats BciommHasia, Kak elne IeBOYKOM OHa cecTpoil U 6paTom yderania UTparh Ha 3acHe-
JKEHHBIA BOP, YTOOBI IMOKATAThCs ¢ OOJBIION JIEASTHON TOPbI, KOTOPYIO MO BEJICHHUIO €€ OaTIONIKU
JBOPOBbIE 3AIMBAIIM KAKAYI0 3UMY JJIs1 TOCTIOACKHX JIETEH.

Kars He 3ameTmiia, Kak U3 ee I1a3 MOJWIMCh TUXHE CIe3bl, a cepille 3a0MIoch YacThIMU TITy-
xumu yaapamu. Kak qaBHo 310 6b110. M TOT/12 OHA [Jake TOAyMaTh He MOTJIa, YTO €€ JIIOOMMBIE POJIHBIE
moau OyayT 3BepcKr youTsl pasOoiiHrKkaMu. OHa ele cama O KOHIIA He TIOHMMala, KaK OCTasach
*kuBa. VMl mouTu He Bepuiia, YTo BCe COOBITHS, KOTOPbIE IIPOMCXOIVIIM C HEH ceiuac, ObLIA peaTbHO-
CTBIO, & HE TUIOIOM €€ OOJIBHOTO BOOOpaKEHHSI.

Bornee mecsia ona oourana B xwmine MBana. U 3a Bce 9T0 BpeMs ee HOTU TakK U He BbI3JIO-
posenu. CTynHel U MKp OHa He 4yBCTBOBaIa. Hu pactupanus, HU cHagoObe 3HAXapKy HE TIOMOTJIH.
W Kars ¢ kaxapmM gHeM Bce Oosiee 1 Oojiee OTYamBasiach, AyMasi, YTO YK€ HUKOTAA He BEPHETCs K
CBOEM TMPEXHEN CIIOKOMHOM, MOJTHOM JIOCTATKA Y HETH JKU3HHU.

Kariora 3akpblia Ha MUT 17132 ¥ BCIIOMHIMJIA WILTIOCTPAIMIO U3 OAHOW JABHO IMPOYMTAHHOM €10
(bpaHITy3CKOM KHUTHU: BHICOKMI KPACUBBIH IIETOJIb B MOTHOM CBETJIOM Kam30Jie, B OeNIbIX UyJKax, B
OalMakax ¢ BBIYYpHBIMU NPSKKAMU CKJIOHSIJICS B M3BICKAHHOM PeBEpaHce repesi KOKeTIMBOH rpe-
JIECTHOM JIEBYIIIKOW B UYJECHOM ILIaThe. BOIOCH MyXUMHBI, CKPHITBIE MO/l 3aBUTHIM MAPUKOM, TIpe-
KPaCHO COYETAJIMCh C BBICOKOW HaMy/IpeHHOU NMpruieckoi qambl. Elie ¢ paHHel I0HOCTH B XOPOIIIEHb-
Koii rosioe Katiomm cioxuicst o0pa3 OyayIero Myxa — yTOHYEHHOTO, TAJJAHTHOTO MPUABOPHOTO,
KOTOPBII YMEET KPAaCHUBO U3BSICHATHCS M TOBOPUTH BO3BBIIIIEHHbIE KOMIUIEMEHTHI CBOEH BO3JTIOOJIEH-
Hoii. boratbiii, ycTielHblid, OH HEMPEMEHHO JIOJKEH 3aHMMAaTh XOPOIIYIO JIOKHOCTD 1pu JBope. U
ceilyac oHa B OUEPeIHON pa3 BCIIOMHMIIA CJIOBA MIOKOMHOTO OTIIA:

— Karenbka, Thl 1OCTOIHA CaMOTO JIyUIIIero MysKa.

Ata ¢pasa emie ¢ JeTCTBA YIOKUINCH B TOJIOBE JEBYIIKM HEM3MEHHON UCTMHOM, M OHA Mey-
TaJia Koraa-HuOy b CTaTh U3bICKAHHOM CBETCKOM 1IaMOH, JOCTOMHOM CaMOTO0 XKeJIAaHHOTO IMTPUABOPHOTO
KaBaJsiepa.

Kppimka uyrynka 3aape6esxana, u Katst ouHynach ot CBOMX ClIaJOCTHBIX Mbiciei. OHa mepe-
ABUHYJIA M BOOK M CHsi1a mpoOy. ByinboH u3 (pazaHa ObLT HABAPUCTBIM M UMEJ MPUSATHBIA BKYC.
JleByIIKa 3aKpbula KPBIIIKY W COOMpANach yke CIyCTUThCS C JIABKH, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a [Be-
pblo paspancs myMm. [lonsB, uto BepHyscst VBan, KaTtioma HaxMypuiiach, MOBEPHYBIINCH K JBEPH.
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Uepe3 MUHYTY CypOBBIN XO35IMH TMOSIBUJICSI HA MOpOTe, BOWIs B Terutyio n30y. Ero moiHast BeIcO-
Kas ¢urypa B TeMHOM, TpyOOM TyJ1yrie nokasaiack Kare coBcem HerpurisiiHoi. MoxHaTast yepHast
I1anKa, HaxJIOOyYeHHasl Ha ero rojioBy, BbI3BaJIa Y Hee Ope3rIMBOCTb.

C nopora 1mpo6e:KaBIIKCh TOPSIIUM B3IJISI0M 10 TOHKOW (PUTypKe IEeBYIIKH y Medkd, MBan
yXke Oosiee He yIycKasl ee U3 BUAY U, Jake MepeMeliasch no u3be, To U Jei0 KOCHICS I1a3aMu B
€€ CTOPOHY.

— IlaxHeT-To Kak BKyCHO! — MOXBAJIMJI OH, OIMYCTUB CBOIO TIOKJIaXy Ha CTOII.

— Ilu ToNBbKO MOCTeN!, a MTMPOKKH C TPUOAMH B TIEUKE OCTHIBAIOT.

OH MPOBOPHO CKUHYJI CBOIO BEPXHIOIO 0Ky M HACKOPO OMOJIOCHYJI PYKH B YMbIBAJTbHHKE.

— Bbl 1 BrIpsiIMb MCTHHHAST XO3SIIOIIKA, — JIACKOBO 3aMeTw1 VIBaH, mprOMu3uBIIKCh. — 51 3ps
COMHEBAJICS B Bac. Bbl yke 3aKOHUYMIIM TOTOBUTH?

— la, — kuBHyna Kartiora, cMOTpsi Ha €ro XUTpO-/I0BOJIbHOE BBIpaKEHHE JIUIIA.

He cnipammmBas ee cornacusi, VIBaH j1erko noaxBaTuJl AEBYIIIKY Ha PyKH M TIEpeHeC Ha KpOBaTh.
Kars xoTena BO3MYyTHTBCSI €ro MOCTYIIKOM, HO peluia poMoadaTh. VIBaH BEpHYJICS K CTONY U, pac-
KPBIB XOJIIIOBBIN MEIIOK, I0CTaJ OTTY/a JIUCHIO yOKy. C BHEIITHE! CTOPOHBI U3/ie/re ObUIO CITUTO U3
KpacuBOro 0eJIoro CykHa, yKpaieHHOro Mo30JI04YeHHON HUTBIO, & BHYTPH IIYOKH ObUI I'YCTOM PBIKUIA
MeX.

— Dro Bam mogapok, Karioma, — ckazan MBan Temio u yiabiOHyscs eil. OH mogHec 0OHOBKY K
AEBYIIIKEe, ¥ OHA OTMETHJIA, YTO €ro JIMIIO CTAJIO MPUBETIMBBIM U Jaxe MpusTHHIM. HemHoro onemms,
Kars cupena mMomua v JMIib yIUBIEHHO CMOTpesia Ha 11yOKy, KoTopylo VIBaH MOJOXWI K Hed Ha
kosieHu. OH OCTaJICs CTOSTh PSAAOM C Hel U KaK-TO IPOHUKHOBEHHO 100aBUII. — S momymait, 4to Bam
00s13aTeNIbHO HYyXHa IIyOKa. §1 mocTapaioch BaC HOCUTh €KEIHEBHO HA YIIUILY, U Bbl Oy/ieTe ABIIaTh
cBexkuM Bo31yxoM. He nesno 3To Bce BpeMst BaM B u30yiike cuaets. Hanensre ee, npumepsre.

Kats ObicTpo B3MIsHY/Ia HA HETO ¥ BHOBB MepeBesia OllapallieHHBI B30p Ha IIyOKy, 3aBOPO-
JKEHO TIOIJIa/IUB PhIKUI MATKUM MeX. [leByllika OCTOpOXKHO Hajiesa 3Ty KpacuByIo Beuily. BcraB Ha
KOJIGHKH, MIPSIMO Ha KPOBAaTH, OHA KOKETJIMBO Havyasla OMpPaBJISATh HA IIee PbIKUNA MeX M YKe uepes
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl YJILIOHYIACh.

— Kakas Ternas, ga kakas Kpacupasi, — IpoJienieTasa OHa JOBOJIBHO.

WBaH, cTOS psAIOM C HEIO U, YCIBIIIAB BOCXMIIIEHHE B TOJIOCE, IOBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYJICS JIMIIb
yroJKamu Ty0, co3epiiasi HemojieabHyio KartommHy paiocTb, KOTopasi OTUYETIMBO YHATAJIACh Ha ee
JMLe.

— 51 coBcem 3a0bu1! — BOCKJIMKHYJ VIBaH BAPYT M CHOBA HAMPaBUJICS K CyMe.

OH u3BNeK HEOOMBIIYI0 MOXHATYIO JIUCHIO IIANIOYKy, W mofan jaeBymike. Kats Hanmena ee Ha
TEMHOBOJIOCYIO TOJIOBY ¥ JIOBOJIBHO YJIBIOHY/IACh eMy. HeBOJIbHO B 3TOT MUT €l [TOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO JIMILIO
VBaHa He MpOCTO MPHUATHO €€ B30pYy, a JOBOJIBHO MpUBJIeKaTeabHO. JKecTkas CKiIaKka Ha ero Jioy
pasriaguiaach, TeMHbIE OPOBHU ICTETHUHO 0OpaMIIsIM JOOpbIe IJ1a3a, a KPacuBO OYEpPUEHHBIE TyObI
BBIJICJISUTICH HA (DOHE TEMHOW OOPOJIBI.

— Tenieps 51 cmory rynsats! Crac6o Bam! — BOOIYIIIEBJIEHHO CKa3aia OHa.

MeurartesibHO PUKPBIB IMa3a, KaTioma TearpaibHO yraia Ha KpoBaTh, HACTAKIASICh MSTKO-
CTBIO ¥ IPUATHOCTHIO Mexa. OHa TYT ke MpeCTaBuIIa, Kak Mpueskaer Ha caHsix B [letepOypr, oneras
B TAKyI0 KpacuByio I1yOKy. Bce mpoxoxue u3bICKaHHbIE KaBaJiepbl 3aMeTAT ee Ha YJIuIle U, TOrJa. . .
Kars Bapyr oTkpsuia ria3za v noxonozena. Hag Heli Bo3BbIIIanach MpayuHasi, M poKoruieyas (purypa
JIECHOT'O OTILEJIbHUKA, KOTOPBIH, UyTh CKJIOHMBIINCH HaJl paClIpOCTEPTON Ha KPOBATH AE€BYILIKOW, BHU-
MatesIbHO CMOTpEJT Ha Hee. DTO pa3uTesIbHOE OTIIMYME MEKly 00pa3oM My XXKUHMHBI U3 €€ Tpe3 U Yesio-
BEKOM, KOTOPBII ceryac MpOH3UTENILHO CMOTpEN Ha Hee, BbI3Basio y Katu ucnyrannsiii Bckpuk. OHa
Pe3KO cesia Ha KPOBATU M Havasla HePBHO CTACKUBATh C ceOst OOHOBKH.

— Yro-TO He Tak? — BcTpeBoxmics VIBaH. — Bam He HpaButcsa?

OH mbITaICs MPOYMTATh MO MTa3aM Kariomu, 4To Tak onevainsio ee, HO He TIOHUMAJI, YTo BCe-
TaKM CIy4ryiocb. OH OTMETHII, YTO HACTPOSHUE JIEBYIIIKM BMHUT U3MEHHUJIOCh OTYEro-TO, a €€ B3I
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crai nenssHeiM. [lonoxuB myOKy M Imanky Ha Kpail KpoBartd, Karioma ynana Ha TOIYIIKY JIMLIOM
BHU3 U 3arviakaia. Cros Hag Hell, ViBaH XMy puIl TeMHbIe OpOBH, HE TIOHUMAsI, YTO TIPOU3OIILIO U YTO
OH cJieJlal He TaK, pa3 OHAa TaK CWJIBHO paccTpomiach?

VBan BHOBB Jiexan 6e3 cHa. OurymeHue Toro, yro KaTioma Haxonunack BCero B HECKOJIbKUX
11arax oT Hero, He JaBajio eMy Nokosi. [IocTosiHHO 4yBCTBOBaTh HEBBIHOCHMOE, CKUTAIOILIEE KEeTaHUEe
K 9TOU I0HOH TpeJieCTHULIE. 3HAaTh, YTO OHA B €T0 BJIACTU, U HUKTO HE CMOKET ITPUIUTH €/ Ha TIOMOIITb.
Ho nonnmars, 4To OHa cKopee OOUTCS ero, HesKeU paja ero o0IecTBY M HEM3MEHHOMY ITPHUCYTCTBUIO
psinoM. Bee 3T MyunTenbHbIe AyMbl Oypiriii B rojioBe VBaHa v Tep3aiu ero ayIy.

CkBO3b 3yOBI IPOTSDKHO B3IOXHYB, OH CHOBA 3aKPbLI I71a3a U MPEJCTaBUII ceOe KapTUHY TaBHO
MUHYBIIMX THeW. 30J10Tas 3aJ1a, OCBeleHHas: MHOKEeCTBOM cBeuell. HapsiHbie mapbl, O0MKO OTIUIS-
cbiBatolie TaHel. JKEeHIIMHBI, CTOSILIUE PSIIOM, JIOBSIT KaXA0€ €ro cI0BO U B3MIsAA. OH HEBEPOSATHO
I0H, XOPOIII COOOM, 3JIETAaHTHO OJIET B CBETJIBI BOGHHBI MYHIUP C KpaCHbIMHU oOmnuiaramu. Jla, torma
JKEHIIIMHBI BOCXUILAIUCH UM, JKeJIajld ero OOIIecTBa.

WBan pe3ko pacraxHy’a mia3a. HeT, oH coBceM He XOTesn Bo3Bpara K TOW IpekHen 0e33a00T-
HOH Tpa3JHOM KU3HU. [IpOCTO eMy Ha MUT MOAYMAIOCh, YTO, €CM Obl OH BHIIVIS/IEN KaK paHbIIe,
BO3MOXHO, Katioma oOparuna Obl Ha HETO BHUMaHKE, a He Myrajgach KakIoro ero MpuoOImKeHUs.
Jla, Tenepp OH MpeBpaTWIICS B MPAYHOIO, MOJTYAIMBOIO JUKaps C LUENKUM ONACHBIM B3IVISAOM M,
BU/IMMO, BHYIIAJ JIUIIb CTPaxX UCIyraHHOM feBymike. OH He 3HaJI, 4TO ellle cienarh, ytoosl Kariorna
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero JAPYTMMH IJIa3aMH, YTOObl YBUJIENIA B HEM MYKUMHY, YeJIOBEKa, CIOCOOHOTO
moOuTh 1 000KaTh ee. Bce ero crpacTHble HAMEKH, a OOl Aep3Kre MPUKOCHOBEHH I, Kak OyaTO He
3aMeYaJIiCh €10 WIM UTHOpUpOBaIuCh. OH OIlylall, YTO ¢ KaXJIbIM JHEM €ro BOXKJEJIEHUE K 3TOW
IOHOW IIPEJIECTHULIE HAPACTAET U CKOPO YKE CTAaHET HeyIpaBisieMbM. Ee X0lIoqHOCTh U paccTosiHuE,
KOTOpPO€ OHa MOCTOSIHHO YCTaHABJIMBAJIa MEX,ly HUMHU, JIMIIb CUJIbHEE pacnialisiv ero. M oH omyiasn
B cebe HeTepreHre OXOTHUKA, KOTOPBIN IpeciieayeT HEOKOPHYIO JIaHb, IOCTENIEHHO 3aMaHUBasl ee
B KarkaH, 13 KOTOPOTrO OHA YK€ He CMOKET BHIOpAThCSI.

[MpotsxHO 3aBBUT BOJK. U VIBaH mogymalt, 4To 3aBTpa Hajo OyJeT mpoyecaTh JieC BOKPYT U305
Y TIPUITYTHYTh HETPOIIICHHBIX XUIMHUKOB. [loceiHre THU BOJIKY YK OOJIBHO OJM3KO CTaJIv MOA0U-
parbcs K 0MY.

Mpiciu ero BHOBb BepHY/UCh K Kartiorie. OHa OblTa Tak MOJIOJa M HEBMHHA, HEOTIBITHA U TTpe-
KpacHa, 4yTo VIBaHa BHOBb 3aXBaTHJIM aJTYHBIE HABSI3UMBBIE MBICIIM 00 00J1a1aHny AeBYIIKOH. Oco3Ha-
HHE TOTO, YTO eIlle HY OIMH MYXXYMHA He OOHMMAJI ee, He Ha3bIBaJl CBOSH U He LIeJIOBAJI, TAaK PacHaIsiio
ero BooOpakeHue, YTO OH MOCTOSTHHO MPECTABJIsI, YUTO MMEHHO OH OyJeT MEepBbIM €€ MYKUYMHOM.
Tem, k1O nokaxet Katiolie HEM3BECTHBIN MUP TUIOTCKUX CTPACTEH, XKaTHBIX JIACK U OMbSHSIONINX
TOLIEJTYEB.

He B cunax Gonee cnep:KMBaTh CBOM CTPACTHBIE TIOPBIBBI OH TUXO BCTAJT M MPUONM3HUIICS K KPO-
BaTH, IJIe craja JieBymka. JlyanHa Tyckiio ocBemaia n30y, U OH YeTKO pa3inyal U3sIIHbIEe YePTHI ee
ruOKoro crana. Ero B3op, TEMHBII 1 TOPSIIIIUIA, OMTHCAT HECKOJIBKO KPYTOB IO e 0e3MATe;KHOMY JIUILY,
u VIBaH THXO0 B310XHYJI. TeMHbIe, IEpeIUBAIOIIMECs B TYHHOM CBETE BOJIOCHI JEBYILIKU Pa3METAIUCh
no noxymke. ToHeHbKas1, Oenasi pyka Jiexxasia MmoBepx ofiesiyia, a ryObl ObUTH CJIeTKa MPHOTKPHITHL.

OH oryeTMBO OCO3HaBal, yTo Karioma He TOJIbKO 00JalaeT peIKoi Japylomel KpacoTou,
HO M JIeBCTBEHHA, YMCTa U HeBUHHA. Ee ciaiocTh B COYETAHNM C HEUCKYIIEHHOCTBIO MPUTITUBAIIH
ero cj0BHO MarHUTOM. Ellle HUKOrIa OH He UCTIBITHIBAJI TAKOTO HEMCTOBOI'O BOCXMILIEHHUS JIEBULIECH.
Jla, Korga-To JaBHO B €r0 KM3HU CIIyYWJICS HEMPHUATHBINA OypHbBIA pOMaH C OJHOW OapblIIHEW MpH
JBOpE, HO Ta €ro IJIOTCKasl JII0OOBb ObLIa XKECTOKO pa3pyllieHa TOW caMOl AeBUIIel, KOTOpasi COBCEM
HE OLIEHWJIA €r0 AYLIEBHbIX MOPHIBOB M IpeAaHHocTU. O ToM pomane VBaH BCIOMMHAN C HEKUM
YYBCTBOM TOPEUN W HETIPUS3HU.

OpnHako, MoBCTpeyaBIIuch ¢ Katiommei B TOT CTpaliHblil HOSSOPbCKUI JIeHb B XOJIOTHOM JIECY,
OH OIIYTHJI, YTO €T0 CEP/IIE BCe eIlle KMBO U CIIOCOOHO YyBCTBOBaTh. M 9Ta AeByIIKa, KOTOpasi Tenepb
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oburana B ero n30yIke, Kazaiach MiBaHy cCOBepIlIEeHHO qPYrou, He TaKOM, KaK Te JIEBUIIbI ITPU IBOpe
MMIIepaTPUIIbl, C KOTOPBIMU OH MMeJ Aeno paHee. OHa Obl1a HEMOCPEACTBEHHA, HAMBHA, MUJIA U
OTKpbITa, KaK peOEHOK, KOTOPBI HE YMeeT CKpbhIBaTh CBOM MCTUHHBIE YyBCTBA, KOTrJa €l OBIBAJIO
BecesIo — OHA CMesllach, a Koraa rpyctHo — myakaia. M VIBaH ckpeHHe Hajiesics, YTo ¢ 9TOM Tpe-
JIECTHOM JIaHbIO Bce OyJIeT NO-Ipyromy, MHave, YeM Toraa, mpH 1ope. OH 3HaJI, 9TO PaHO WJIM TIO3HO
9Ta YapOBHMIIA C JUTMHHBIMU YEPHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH U 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIMHU OTyOBIME 03€paMH IJ1a3 BCe
PaBHO CTaHET ero Bo3MoOeHHO!. [Ipyroro BeIxoaa y Hee He ObLIo.

[TyxJbie aypie ryObl ee ObUTH IO TOTO MPUTSTaTeIbHBI, YTO YKe uyepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, He B
cusax caepxkarbesi, MiBan MeieHHO ckiloHwmics Haj Katioreid, u ero ryobl MPUOTKPBUTHCH, IPEIIyB-
CTBYSI JJOJITOXJAHHBIN Torienyidi. Ho IMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa BJIPYT 3aBOpOYaJIach BO CHE U Iiepe-
BepHYJIach HAOOK, OKA3aBIIHCh CIMHOW K HeMy. Ee cTpoiiHas CiHKa ¢ Y3KOW Tajuel U OKPYIJIBIMU
OepaMu 4y Th OCTYIUIH TOpHIB MBaHa, HO HE 3aryTyIIIN B HEM CTPacTHOTO BOXIeJeHus1. UyBCTBys,
YTO B BUCKaxX OCIIEHO CTYYUT KPOBb, OH CKJIOHHUJICS CUJIbHEE K CIISIIEH JeBYIIKE, U €r0 TBepAble Topsi-
yre ryObl IPUTHCHYIUCE K ee Iree c3aau. He:xxHocTh ee koxu, a 6osee ee 00BOTaKUBAIOIINI CIa KU
TIbSTHSIIIIUN 3araxX MPUBEITH €ro CYIIECTBO B HEMCTOBBIN TPEMET, U OH MOHSLI, YTO JA0JIKEH HEMEIEHHO
MIPEKPaTUTh, MOCKOIBKY elle HEMHOTO — M OH He CMOXET CIepKaTh CBOM Oe3ymHble kenanus. OH
HEXOTsI BBIIPSIMUJICS, JIACKAsI )KapKUM B30POM OYEPTaHUS €€ MPEIECTHOTO U3SIIHOTO Tea.

Ortuero-to MBaHy nogymasoch, 4To eMy HeCKa3aHHO MOBE3JI0, YTO TOrZia B TEMHOM JIeCy OHa
HEeUYasHHO HaTKHYJIaCh Ha HEro, MOMpocuB 0 omolny. Benp MiBaH nmpekpacHoO MOHUMAJ, Y4TO, BCTPETh
oH Katiomy, Hanpumep, B ogHoM 13 [leTepOyprckux cajloHOB Wi Ha Gaty, OHa MorJia Obl CIIOKOMHO
YCKOJIb3HYTh, JJa’ke He 0O0paThB Ha Hero BHUMaHus. 100 ¢ ee BoMIeOHON KPacOTOM M MaHKOCTHIO
CHpEHBl BOKPYI' Hee TOYHO Obl BUJIACh TOJIA MOKJIOHHMKOB, KOTOpBIE Mesu Obl el qudupaMObl 1
COUMHSUIM B €€ uecTh CTHXH. A VIBaH HMKOrga He ObUT JAMCKUM YrogHUKOM. OH He yMes TOBOPUTD
KOMILTUMEHTHI JaMaM U Y& TeM OoJjiee MOoKa3HO B3pIXxaTh. OH ObLT OTKPHIT, MPSIMOJIMHEEH, MPOCT U,
HE CMYIAsiCh, TOBOPUJI IEBUIIaM 00 OTCYTCTBHM CUMMATHIA K HUM. Ero oTKpoBeHrst 0OBIYHO MPHUBO-
oM OGapellieHb B KpaiiHee CMyIeHHe, U B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM OHM OOMKEHHO 3asIBIISIA €MY, UTO
OH KpaiiHe HeBOCTIMTaH. JIUIIb OAHAXABI OH TIOAYMAJI, YTO IEUCTBUTEIBHO BIIOONEH, U TIPU3HAIICS
B 9TOM JIEBYIIIKE, TOra eMy ObLJIO BCero aBaanarh Tpu. Ho Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH JJOBOJIBHO IJIAYEBHO U
rpyctro. Ceiivac xe KaTioma ocTpo HyXJanach B €ro oMoy, 1 ViBaH HaMepeBasics crieniath Bce
BO3MOXHOE M HEBO3MOXHOE, YTOOBI 3TO 3aBUCHMOE TOJIOKEHHUE TOIMyOOIIa30i MpeseCTHULBI TPH
HEM IPOAOIKAIOCh KaK MOXHO JIOJIbIIIE.

Karst 4yTh IpHOTKpbLIa BEKM U IOCMOTpeia niepes coooit. JIuio ee ObUI0 MOBEPHYTO B APYTYIO
CTOpOHY, 1 VIBaH He MOT BHIETh, UTO OHA He cruT. OHa 3Ha/A, YTO OH CTOUT Yy KPOBATH M CMOTPHT
Ha Hee. DTo ObIBAJIO yKe He pa3 3a MocjeHue ABe Heaenu. IMeHHO TO3TOMY OHa OTBEPHYJIACh, KakK
TOJIBKO TOYYBCTBOBAJIA €ro MPUCYTCTBUE PsIIOM. A KOrJa OIyTHUJIa ropsiuve ryObl Ha CBOEH Iiee,
HEpBHO 3amMepJia, CJIOBHO 3aTpaBJIeHHBIN 3BepeK. Kariomma 6osiack mokasarb eMy, YTo He CIHT, a elle
6oJee oracanach TOro, 4YTo OH He OCTAHOBUTCSI HA OMHOM YKPaJeHHOM YKpaJKo# mouenye. Panblie
VBaH HUKOTa HE MO3BOJIST ce0e 11eI0BaTh ee. A JIMIIb MO0y pacCMaTpUBAJL, CTOSI Y U3TOJIOBbSI
KpoBaTH, Aymasi, YTo oHa cruT. Ho ceromHs oH aep3Hyn MpuKOcHYThes, 1 KaTioma moHsina, 4to
STOT MYyXXYMHA OTaceH /js Hee. PaHee OHa TOJNBKO MOAO3peBasa, YTO HPABUTCS €My Kak JeBYIIKa,
HO CETOJIHSIIHUI ero Jep3KUil MONeayid JoKa3ald, YTO OH KaXkJET HACTOSATh HAa CBOEM MHTUMHOM
JKEJIAHUU TI0 OTHOIIEHUI0 K Herd. OH ObICTpO MpepBasl MOLeNyH, BHIPSAMUBIIMCH, HO Katiomna Bce
PaBHO YYBCTBOBaJIa, KaK €€ ropJIo CKOBBIBAJI YAYIIIMBBII KOMOK JIMIITb OT OCO3HAHKS TOTO, YTO MOIJIO
ObI TPOM3OUTH JaJiee, ecv Obl BAPYT VIBaH MPOJOIKUT CBOU JTACKH.

Cre3bl 3aMoNMHWIIN TJ1a3a JIEBYIIKU, U OHA, MOKaB I'yObl, HAPSKEHHO Pa3MbIIUIsLIIa O CBOEM
HEBBIHOCHMOM TI0JIokeHuH. OIHa pyccKasi OCIOBUIIA TIPUXOWIA € Ha YM — U3 OTHSI 1 B MOJTBIMS.
Ecnu 6b1 OHa TONBKO 3HANA, Korjga yoeraia B peMydnit Jiec ot @pancya JlaBasbe, 4TO HAlJIET 3/1eCh
ropaszio Xyamyio MyKy, TO IogyMaia Obl AecsiTh pa3, Ipekae 4eM caenath 31o. Karioma npekpacHo
BUjIeNa, 4o VIBaH HepaBHOIYIIECH K Held. FIMeHHO Tako# e TOPSIIIHIA, JTaCKatouid B3op ObuT 1 PpaH-
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cya. M u3 atoro Bhuia xytkas ucropus. K tomy ke Bo B3misiae MBaHa 6110 uTo-TO ermre. Heurto
aMKoe, HeoOy3/1aHHOe, ornacHoe, 1 3To myrajio Karo. Tak Kak oHa OTYETIMBO OCO3HABANA, YTO HE
CMOXeT Jiaxe yOoexaTh OT HEero, eCJid OH BJIPYT PElINT cIesiaTh ee cBoel moOoBHUIer. OT Geccrms
YTO-7TMO0 U3MEHHUTH TOpbKasi cjie3a MOKATUJIACh TIO IIEeKe JAEBYIIKH.

3acnpimas, 4to VIBaH OTOIIEN OT Hee U JIer Ha CBOIO Y3KYIO JIaBKY, J€BYIIIKa HEMHOTO paccria-
OWIach ¥ MOMBITANACH YCHYTb.

HarpsixeHre Mesk1y MOJIOIBIMU JTIOABMH JJOCTUIJIO amnoresi uepe3 napy AHei. Beuepom nocre
yXKUHA, KaKk OObIYHO 1O cpenam, Tormiu Oanio. Korma okono Bocbmu MBan 3arien B u30yIIKY,
Katioma 6bi1a yke roropa. OHa cuzesia Ha KpoBaTH B OIHOM pyOallike, ¢ paciyIieHHOW KOCOW U
6ocas, nprwkuMas K cede unctyio pyoamky. OKMHYB ee [IeH30pCKUM B30poMm, MIBaH OypKHYIL:

— IToiipemte, Bce roTOBO.

OH OBICTPO CHSUI € TBO3/1s1 OOJIBIIYI0 MEXOBYIO ME/IBEXKbIO HAKU/IKY U, 3AXBATUB €€ BaJICHOUKH,
npuOIM3MIICcs K AeBymike. KaTioma mpoBOpHO HaTsSHYy/Ia Ha HOTM OOYBb U, CHJIbHEE MPUXKaB K cede
YHCTYIO pyOaIlKy, MOAHsIa Ha HEro I71a3a, MOKa3biBasi, YTo rotoBa. ViBaH 0OepHYIT AEBYIIIKY B [IIMH-
HBI MeX, KOTOPBIM MOJHOCTBIO CKPBLT €€, ¥ JIETKO MOJHST Ha PyKH. Y BBIXO/Ia OH, OCTAHOBHBIIKChH
JIMIIb HA MUT, YMEJIO 3aCYHY/I HOTH B BaJIEHKHM U BBIIIEN Ha MOpo3. [Ipoiiist o y3KomMy JBOpY, OH
BOIIIEJT B HU3KYI0 OaHBKY, TOJIKHYB HOTOW JIyOOBYIO IBEpb. 371€Ch, B MpeAOaHHMKE, MOCAINB ee Ha
CKaMblI0, CHSUI C IEBYIIIKM MEXOBYIO HAKMIKY. CTanms ¢ cedsl TYJIyI U BaJICHKU, OH OCTaJICSI OOCUKOM
Ha XOJIOHOM JiepeBstHHOM Toity. [ToBepHyBImch k Kartiore, kotopas yke pa3yaach, MoAomes K Heil.
VXBaTvB OHOM PYKOH 3a TaJIMIO, @ BTOPOM NOJ AToAuLbl, ViBaH CTpeMUTEIbHO MOAHSI €€ C JIaBKHU.
JleByIiIKa TUXO OXHYJIa, OKA3aBIIMCh BEPTUKAIBHO MPUTIEYaTaHHOM K €ro IUPOKOU TPY/Ar, HEBOJIBHO
CXBaTHUBILIMCh PYKOM 3a €ro MMpoKylo 1eto. Ee Horu He gocraBaiu 1o nosa. ViBaH MeijieHHO Harpa-
BWJICSl B MOEUHYIO, TaK )€ HOTrOW TOJKHYB JABEPb M BOIIIE] B MAJICHPKOE MMOMEIICHUE, OCBEIIIEHHOE
JIMIIIb OHOM JIyYMHOU B yTITy.

ITa CTpaHHOE MOJIOKEHKE — KOTJJa OH JIEPXKaJl €€ BEPTUKAIBHO, CUJIBHO IIPUTUCKHBAS IEBYILIKY
K CBOEMYy TeJly U Jiepka pyKaMH 3a TaJMIO M STOAMIIBI, — N0 KpaitHoctu cmyTuiio Karomry. Ho oHa
HE cMeJIa 1a)ke BO3pa3uTh, MO0 BUena, yTo MIBaH CMOTPHUT Ha Hee MCHETIeNSIIONIMM B30pOM U JIUIIb
xmypwurcs. Ee murio 66010 Ha ypoBHe ero mia. OH OCTaHOBUJICS MOCEPEIMHE, YIIEPEB B Hee BJIACTHBIN
B3IV

— INo3BonbTe MHE MOMApPUTh Bac, — MOMPOCKI OH OOBOJIAKMBAIOUIMM TOPTAHHBIM X PUTLIBIM
rojiocoMm. — §I HajlomMas HOBBIX Oepe30BbIX BETOK. BaM nmoHpaBwurcs. . .

[Tocnennue ero cnoBa BbI3BaJIM B Iyllle AEBYIIKY B3BOJIHOBaHHbIM HEPBHBIN Tperer. OHa mpe-
KPacHO MOHS1Ia, 4To VIBaH BHOBb, KaK M BCE MPEIbIIYIINE THH, IBITAETCS] HACTOSITH HA CBOEM KeJIaHUH
TIONIAPUTH JIEBYILIKY, HECMOTPSI Ha €e HekenaHue. B ero B3misizie, TEeMHOM, TIOTJIONIAIOIIEM, OTYETIIMBO
YUTAIOCh CTPACTHOE AMKOBATOE BBIPAKEHHUE.

— Her, — Thxo, onHuMM ry0aMu HeyBEpEeHHO MPOM3HECIIa OHA.

— Karrorma, oTuero xe HeT? — HACTOMYMBO BBITIATIAII OH CPBIBAIOIIIMMCS OT OSIIEHOr0 BO30Y K 1e-
HUS TOJIOCOM, He CITyCKasi B3IVIS/1a C ee JIMIA, JKeJlasi HAWTH B I71a3aX JIeBYIIKM XOTh HEMHOT'O JIACKH K
ceOe. VBaH onrymas, Kak ussinHoe Teso KaTtiomm, KoTopoe cXUMali ero pyKu, HEeBO3MOXKHO HEKHO
¥ ynpyro. DTa UHTUMHAs 11032, KOrJa OHa MOJHOCTBIO ObLIa TpHKaTa K ero Topcy, a ee dy/iecHble
OM3KHe 03epa I71a3 BO30YXJaJlH, 10 KPAlHOCTH HaKaJIsijla BCe ero CTpacTHbIe NOMbICIBL. Ee crnaakuii
3amax, HeMOBTOPUMBIN M BOJHYIOIIMI, HEMHOTO YCHUIMBILIHICS OTTOTO, YTO OHA MbLJIACh B OaHe TpH
IHSI Ha3aJ1, BBI3BIBAJI B €r0 CYILECTBE Kryuyee Bo30yxaeHue. ’Kenanue, koropoe VMIBaH caepxkuBai B
ceOe yxe MOoYTH JjBa Mecslia MOApPs, MPOCTo CHenaio ero. OH CHITbHEe Ckall y3KyIo Taimuio Karorm
IIPaBOil PyKOM, YyBCTBYSI, UTO €TI0 TEJIO CIOBHO ropuT. Ero sieBas pyka Hayasia Jep3Ko JIacKaTh Yepes
TOHKYIO TKaHb COPOUYKH YIPYTue STOAMIIBI JEBYIIKH, TOIIaXXUBasi X U 4yTh CxkumMast. [Ipubnmsus
BIUIOTHYIO CBOU I'yOBI K ee TyOKaM, OH HU3KMM OapUTOHOM INpoxpurnen: — Bel uto, 6outech MeHsi?
Ooberarto, uTo He OyIy MpPUKACAThCA K BaM. S TOTBKO BEHHKOM. . .
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OH cam nouTH MOBEPUJT CBOUM CJIoBaM. Bee ero cyiecTBo xaxaano XoTs Obl MOM0O00BATHCS Ha
COBEpIICHHOE OOHAKEHHOE TEJIO STOM MPEIECTHUIIBI, U OH OBUT FOTOB JI0 TIOC/IETHETO AepKaTh ceOs
B y3/I€, JIUIIIb OBl TOJILKO HACJIATUTHLCS CO3epIIaHEM €€ KPacoThlI.

Katioma He moBepuia HA eTUHOMY ero cioBy. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIa, UYTO OH MBITAETCS JIUIIID YChI-
MTUTh ee OUTEITLHOCTB, 2 TIOTOM JIOOUTHCS OT Hee OOJIBIIETo, TaK Kak Jlaxke Tereph ero ropsdast JIaJ0Hb
HAarJIo0 CTUCKMBAJIA U JIACKAJIA MAJIbLIaMK ee Aroauiibl. Kak ke B 9Ty CeKyHIy OHa XOTesa HaJaBaTh
eMy TOIIEYHH 32 ero Jep3Koe MOoBe/IeHHe, JKak/1ada OTTOJKHYTh, MeuTaJla BRIPBATHCS U3 €r0 JKaTHBIX
00BATHIA M yOekKaTh OTCI0fIa, YTOOBI OOJIee HUKOT/IA He 3aBUCETh OT BOJIM 3TOTrO yenoBeka. Ho oHa He
Mora. OHa onacasnach 3Toro Myxunty. Fi6o oH, pa3o3aMBIIMCh, MOT BBHIKUHYTh UTO-HHOYIb ykKac-
HOE, M OHA TMPEKPaCHO YyBCTBOBaJIa 3T0. Beb He pa3 JeBylKka 3amevana, 4To, KOraa MpOrCXOAUIIO
HEUTO MPOTHB €ro BOJIM U KeJlaHus, VIBaH Brajia B arpecCUBHOE HeIOBOJIbHOE cocTostHue. Kartrora
CIJIOTHYJIA KOM B TOpJIE ¥ OCTOPOKHO TMOIBITAIACh HEMHOTO OTCTPAHUTh CBOE JIUIIO OT €ro JIUIIA, YyTh
OTBEPHYB €0 B CTOPOHY.

— [pomry, oryctute MeHs Ha cKkamblo, ViBaH AJiekceeBUY, — B3MOJIMIIACh OHA HE B cuiax Oosee
BBIHOCHUTD €ro OJM30CTh. — $1 Oyay mapuThCs ofHa.

OHa OTYETIMBO OTMETUJIA, KaK €ro PyKU 3aMepiId U HAMPATINCH. BBHICTPO TOCTUTHYB CKaMbH,
OH ITOYTH OPOCWJI JIEBYIIIKY Ha JepeBsSHHYIO JIaBKy. KaTiomia 60IbHO TUTIOXHYJTaCh Ha HEe ATOTUIIAMHU.
HeBonbHO OTHSAB HA HETO IJ1a3a, OHA YBU/IENA, YTO OH Pa303JIHIICS U, MOXKaB ryObl, OKaTUII €€ TeM-
HBIM yT'POXKAIOIIM B30POM.

CxaB kynak, VIBaH 3acTaBui ceOsl BBIUTH M3 MOEUHOM, CUJIBHO XJIOMHYB TSKEJIOW JBEPHIO.
OpHako BOBce BBIUTH M3 OaHBKU OH He cMor. Bocol, B IITaHax M B MPOCTOM BHIMYIIEHHOUW pyOaxe,
OH OCTaJICS CTOSITh B TIPOXJIAAHOM TipeadaHHuKe. [IprCIIOHUBIIMCH MOIITHBIM TUIEYOM K IBEPH, OH,
CKPECTHB PYKH Ha TPY[H, HauaJl IPUCTYIIIUBATHCS K TOMY, YTO IIPOMCXOAMIO B MOSUHOM ¥ TIAPHIIKE.

CrycTst UeTBepThb Yaca OH yCIIBIIIAN, KaK TOJIMIACh BOJIA, ¥ IOHST, UTo Kariora, BUaMMO, Mocu-
JIeB B MapujIKe, Hayasla MBIThCSl. BMUT Mpe/icTaBuB B CBOMX BO30YXKJICHHBIX MBICISAX KapTUHY, KaK
JeBYIIIKAa HAMBUIMBAET MOYAJIOM M3 COJIOMBI CBOe Oestoe Teno, MiBaH 3aapoxkait Ot OeleHoro Bo30yx-
nenus. Krydee HaBsI3UMBOE JKeJIaHWE BOMTH Terleph B MOCGUYHYIO OBJIAJENIO UM. SIpOCTHO CTHCHYB
JIAJIOHBIO PYYKY JBEPH, OH J0 OOJIM C:KaJ CKYJIbI, THITAsCh YAepKaTh ceOsl OT MOCTYIKa, O KOTOPOM
OBl oTOM cozxaiien. OH nonnma — Kariora c/IMImKoM HEBMHHA W YUCTA, YTOOBI OH BeJI ceOsl ¢ Her
MOI0OOHBIM Pa3BSI3HBIM 00Pa30M, HO €r0 XKapKue, TOJITHbIE BOXK/IEJICHH s TIOMBICTIBI HE JaBaJIv €My pac-
CIabUThCA Jaxe Ha MUHYTY.
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I'naBa VII. [ep3kmuii

B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT OH YCJIBIIIIAJ, YTO OHA TIepecTasa JIMTh BOAY. YKe uepe3 MUT CIIOBHO YTO-
TO HAJIOPBAJIOCh B HeM, U VIBaH ObICTPO CXBaTWJI CBOM Ty Tyn. HakuHy:1 ero Ha ruiedu, He 3acTernBas,
MOIXBATHJI MEIBEKbIO HAKUIKY W PBaHYI IBepb. [10UTH BJIeTeB B MOSUHYIO, OH BITUJICS ATYHBIM B30-
POM B CTpoiiHyI0 Oenyio purypky neymiku. OHa cujesnia Ha CKambe, JIMIIOM K HeMy, OOHaXeHHasd, U,
TMIO/THSIB PYKH BBEPX, MBITAJIACH 3aKPYTUTH B MTyUYOK BJIAKHBIE JJTUHHBIC TIPsIH Bosioc. OT ero HeoxXu-
naHHorO mosiBiieHus1 Karioma ucryranio axxyna. OHa CTpEeMHTENIbHO CKPECTHIIA PYKU Ha TPYyAU U
CTHCHYJIa HOTH CUJIbHEE BMECTE, MBITASICh IIPUKPHITH OT €r0 TOPSIIEro B3IJIsAAa CBOM HeXKHbIE TeBUYbU
OKPYIJIOCTH U MIPOMEKHOCTH C HEOOJIBIIIMM TEMHBIM TPEYTOJIBHUKOM BoJioc. Ee Bonochl pacchinanuch
T0 TUIeYaM MOKPBIMHU TeMHBIMU TpsiIsaMuU. VIBaH BUIEI, UTO YMCTast pyOarka JieXKUT Ha TIPOTUBOIIO-
JIO)KHOM JIaBKe.

— 41 emie He 3aKOHYMIIA, — POMSIMJIMJIA OHA UCITYTaHHO, YCTPEMHUB Ha €ro MpadyHoe 6opoaaroe
JIMLIO HEPBHBIN B30D.

— A g yXe ycTas kK/1aTh, TIOKa Bbl TYT HAMOETECh! — BHITIAJIAI OH 3JI0.

[NocremHO cXBaTHB ee YUCTYI0 pyOallKy, oH caenan K Hel mar. Kariomnra Obiia BeIHYXJeHa
OTIEINUTh OJIHY PYKY OT TPYIM M BRIXBATUTH U3 €r0 PyKH pyOamky. OH CTpeMUTEIBHO MpHKajia TKaHb
K CBOEMY OOHa)KEHHOMY TeJly ¥ B3MOJIMJIACh:

— Bl ObI MOIJIM BBIATH ?

— Her, He mMor Obl, — POLIEIT OH C BHI30BOM, BHAIIYIO YCTABUBIINMCH HA HEe.

Kartomna, GnietHast Ot CThizia, ¢ MyHIIOBBIMU TOPSIIMMU IIEKaMH, 3aTPaBJICHHO MMOCMOTpesia Ha
€ro BBICOKYIO (pUrypy, KOTOpast HaXOIMJIach Tak OJIM3KO OT Hee, YTo eil cTasio He 1o cede. OHa Buena,
YTO €ro TeMHbIE IJIa3a HEOTPBIBHO CKOJIB3SAT MO €e JIMILY, Ha JeBUYbI0 TPydb U BHU3, HA €€ HOIH.
BripaxkeHue ero Jimiia nokasaaoch AeBYIIKE AEP3KUM U cTpacTHbIM. [TOHSB, UTO eil Jydile ogeThes
ObICTpee U CKPBITh CBOM IPEJIECTH OT €T0 KI'y4ero B3opa, OHa OBICTPO pa3BepHyJa pyOaliky v, HaKu-
HYB €€ Ha r'0JIOBY, IPOBOPHO HavyaJla HaJieBaTh €€ Ha BJIaXHOE TeJlo, CTapasiCh ke He yMaThb O TOM,
YTO ee MOJparnBaloIias BjaxHas rpy/ib OYeHb XOPOIIIO BU/IHA EMY.

Korpma ona 3akoHumnia, MiBaH HakMHYJT Ha Hee MEABEKbIO HAKHUJIKY, IMOJTHOCTHIO YKPHIB €€ C
TOJIOBBI JIO HOT. JIerko MmofgHsB JIEBYIIKY HA PYKH, OH HalIPaBWJICS NPoUb U3 OaHbKU. EjiBa OH BbIIIEN
Ha CHeT W CAeNa napy IIaros, Kak OIIyTHJI, YTO HOTaM HEBO3MOKHO X0J0qHO. OH Ha MHI' OCTaHO-
BUJICS W, KUHYB B30 BHU3, YBHJEI, YTO, IPeObIBAs B CBOEM JIMXOPAJOYHOM COCTOSIHUM, BIOIBIXaX
3a0blT HA/IETh BAJIEHKU U TeTephb CTOsT Ha cHery Oocoil. Ho cuiibHee HaxmypuBImch, ViBaH mocre-
JOBaJT Jauibliie K u30e mpsiMo OOCHKOM, JIMIIb CHITbHEE CKaB CKyJIbl. KaTiola, Toxe 3aMeTuB, 4To OH
60Coii, pelmia MpoMOIYaTh, BUs, YTO OT HETO MPOCTO UCXOISAT BOJIHBI SIPOCTH.

BuyTpr y MBaHa Bce KJIOKOTalI0 OT HErOIOBAaHMS M WCIIETICNSIONIETO BOXKJIEICHHUs, HO 3Ta
JEBUIIa, BUJVMO, CIIEIIMAIIBHO HE XOTela BUJIETh €r0 CTPACTHOTO KelaHus. U OH yXke B CeHsX, He
BBIJICPKaB, MPOIIIUTIEIT €i MTPSMO B JIAIIO:

— Bui 3pst Beete ceOs Tak, Katepuna BacuibeBHa.

OH Borten B n30yIIKy ¥ OBICTPO MOCAINI JEBYIIKY Ha KpOBaTh. 3a0paB HaKHUKY, MIBaH BbuIe-
TeJ poub 3 N30kl KaTs oOneryeHHo B3OXHYJIa MOCyIe ero yXo/a, fyMasi, YTo Ha CETOJHS ee Myue-
HUsI OKOHUWJINCH. V1 OHa CMOXeET, HaKOHell, U30aBUThCS OT €ro HaCTOMYMBOro BHMMaHus. OH Bep-
HYJICSI CITYCTS YeTBEPTh Yaca, MPUHECs ee BaJleHOUKU. EiBa Boiis B M30YIIKY, HEIOBOJILHO OKATHII
ee B3nIs10M. Ho zieByIiika, KoTopast yKe MouYTH HacyXo BHITepJia BOJIOCHI, CH/IeNa, HATIOIOBUHY YKPbI-
Tasi OIesyIOM, B HOUHOM COPOYKE, OTMETHJIA, UTO €ro JIMIIO CTaJI0 HEMHOTO criokoriHee. OH pazjercs,
TIOMBUI PYKH H, B35IB OaHOUKY C Ma3blo, mojoies K Heil. [1o-CBOCKM yceBIIMCh Ha TIOCTENb PSAOM
¢ Kartromeii, oH BJIaCTHO 3asiBIJIL:

— Y6epute ozesino. § pa3oTpy Baiy HOTH.
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— He nymato, 4To ceromHs CTOUT 3TO JieyaTh, — MpoJernerana HeyBepeHHo Kariorna, He kenas
MIEPEHOCUTB eI1le OIHY MYUYHTEIbHYI0 MHTUMHYIO ITPOIIEAYPY C ero ydactueM. — Bol ycram. Bam Hao
OTJIOXHYTb.

— 4 coBceM He ycTan, — TYT ke HapupoBajl OH

Ero pyka cama crpeMuTeNbHO OTKMHYJIA C €€ HOXeK ofesuno. KaTioma yBujiena HermpekJIoH-
HOCTb Ha ero juue. OH MO3BOJIMJIA €My pacTUpaTh CBOM HOTU CIIE/lyIOIME YETBEpPTh yaca. Yxke B
KOHIIEe 3TOro aericrea Karioma oTMeTuia, 4To ero AblXxaHue CTalo MpepbBUCTBIM. Korna 3akoH4m,
OH TTOCTaBWJI OAaHOUKY C Ma3bl0 Ha JIEPEBSHHYIO JIABKY, CTOSIIIYIO PSIOM.

— bnaromapio, — mpomenTana Karsi, iCKpeHHe Ha/iesich Ha TO, YTO OH HAKOHEIl OCTABHT €€ B
MIOKOE, ¥ OHa CMOXET JIeUb CIIaTh.

Ho VBan He BcTast ¢ moctenu. A cujibHee MPUABUHYIICS K JICBYIIIKE, U ero OeIpo yIepiioch B ee
Horv. OHa HEBOJIbHO TMOJHSIA Ha HETO B30p M OMEIIWIa OT €r0 UCTIETENSIOEro TEMHOrO TIaMeHH,
KOTOpOE JIJIOCh U3 ero mia3. Ero mmpokasi 1aJjoHb CTPEMUTENIBHO JierIa Ha KojeHKy Kariorm, u
CUJIbHBIC TIAJIBIBl HAUQJIM JIACKATh €€ HOTY, MOCTENEeHHO IepeMeniasich Bee Bbime. OHa cxanach u
OITYCTHJIA CMYILEHHO B30p, TIOABJIsAs B cebe HEMCTOBOE JKeJaHWe 3aKpUYaTh, YTOOBI OH HEMEJICHHO
npekpatuil. Korza e oH uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUI CUJIbHEE MPUIBUHYJICS K HEW, U €ro Jep3Kas
JIaZIOHb yKe OKa3aiach Ha BHYTPEeHHEH cTopoHe ee Oenpa, Katioia, He BeIIepKaB 3TOro MOTJaJIMBOTO
JOMOTaTeIbCTBA, HEPBHO CKMHYJIA €0 PYKY CO CBOEW HOTH U BBINAINJIA!

— He nago tak, IBan AjnekceeBny.

Ona oTMeTHIIa, KaK ero JaJoHb CKaylach B KYJIaK, ¥ OH CUJIbHEe CKJIOHWJICA K Hell. Ero ropsiuee
JbIXaHUE YKe OMajsiio ee Jio0.

— BbI MorM GBI 3BaTh MeHs IPOCTO 110 MMEHH, — TIIyX0, OapXaTHBIM 3aBOPAKUBAIOIINM Oapy-
TOHOM BBIMOJIBUJI OH. OHa HEBOJIBHO MOJHSJIA Ha HEro IVla3a U TYT K€ YTOHYJa B TEMHO-3€J€HOM
ToryiomanieM B3nsae. 3amepes, KaTioma sBCTBEHHO OCO3Hasa, YTO OH XOUeT ee rnouenoBars. OH
MIPOHMKHOBEHHO BBIOXHYJI: — Bbl Takast kpacusasi. S1 HUKOrja He BCTpeyvas JeBYyIIKY, TOTOOHYIO BaM.

B crnenytormii Mur pyka MiBana cTpeMHUTENIBHO NEpeMeCTUIach Ha e TalMIo, ¥ TyObI yKe CKJIO-
HWIKCH K ee rydam. KaTioma morsiTanach OTCTPaHUTBCS OT HEro, MCIYTaBIIMCh MOIIHOM CTpacT-
HOH CUJIBI €T0 B30pa, B KOTOPOM ropesia TbMa. OHa yrepiach KyJaykaMy B €r0 TPpydb, HO OH CHJIb-
Hee 0OXBaTWJI ee TAJIMI0 pyKaMH M pe3KO TMPHBJIEK AEBYIIKY K cede. Kars axHyna, MOJHSIB Ha HEro
ucyranHele r1a3a. Hemenms ViBaH BIacTHO 3aXBaTWJI B TUIEH ee I'yObl, HABSI3bIBasl €l TOpsTIuil Tolie-
ayit. McnyraBimch ero Haropa, Katioma Hauasia OTYastHHO BBIPBIBATHCS U3 €T0 KeJIE3HbIX OOBSTHIA.
[TouyBCTBOBaB €e COMPOTHBJIEHUE, OH HAIPATCs U 3amep. B KOTOpsIi pa3 3a ceronHs 3acCTaBUB CBOM
YyBCTBa MOMYMHUTHLCS pasymy, VIBaH MeJIeHHO HeXOTs yopas pykH ¢ ee ctaHa. Kartioma cpasy xe
OTIOMN3/A OT Hero K OpeBeHuYaTor CTeHe W 3aMeplia B HAIIPsKEHHOM mo3e. Tskesno Apliia, AeByIIKa
00XBaTHJIa COTHYThIE KOJIEHN PYKaMH, MBITasiCh YCIIOKOMTBCS M HE TIOAAThCS TAHUKE.

WBan He caBuHyCs ¢ MecTa. JIMIb ero B3MIsL — IPOCTHBINA, HEJOBOJIbHBIN U UCTIETIEISIONTUH,
HAaIpaBJIeHHBIN MIPSMO B €€ JIUII0, — ObUI TaK KPACHOPEUMB M OIIACEH, YTO OHA TOXOJIoIeNa 10 HCIyTa.

— INouemy BBl Tak XOJOJHBI CO MHOW? — MEJUIEHHO MPOU3HEC OH, PACTArMBasi KakI0e CIIOBO.
Kars Mmomyana u nuinb cujibHee CKMMaa MajbIllbl, KOTOPBIMH SIPOCTHO BUENWJIMCH B KOJIeHU. — 1
crac Bac. JleHb 1 HOUb 3a004YCh O Bac, — Mpookai oH. ['oyoc ero Hauas rpyoeTh U cTal yxe Oosee
KecTKUM. — Heyxenu st He 3acimykui XoTsi Obl HEMHOTO Balliell 0O1aroqapHOCTH U JIACKH ?

Bort. Bort 1e cnoBa, koTopeix 6e3ymHO Oosiack Katiorma. OHa Bce mpeKpacHO UyBCTBOBAA,
HO JieJiajia BUJI, YTO He TMOHMMAaeT ero HaMeKkoB. Ho ceiiyac OH cKa3as OTKPHITO, UTO JKIET OT Hee
YIOBJIETBOPEHUS CBOMX THYCHBIX keJlaHuid. KaTsi BMur omrytuia cesi Takoi HECYaCTHOM, OMMHOKOM
1 OECIOMOIITHOM, YTO e 3aX0Tesioch 3ariakath. CTpafaibueckul M B €ro XMypoe JIMIo, OHa
TPEBOXHO MCKaJIa BBIXOJ M3 3TOTO KalKaHa.

Hukoe xenanve caeano Meana. OH 10 cUX MOp ONTyIIaI Ha rydax BKYC ee cIaKoro pra. B ero
BUCKax OEIIeHO CTy4vasa KpOBb, a B TOPSIYEH rOI0BE POXKAAiach TOIBKO OHA MbICb: «OHa B MOei
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BiacTi». OH MPeKpacHO OHUMAJI, YTO MOKET B3AATh JIEBYIIKY cuiior. Ho octatku Giaroponcrsa Bee
ere ObUTH B €T0 Ceplie, yAepKUBast OT THYCHBIX TIOCTYIIKOB.

Karoiie BApyr MpuIinia B rojioBy ClIaCUTEbHASI MBIC/Ib, U OHA MPOIIENTaa:

— IIpomry Bac, momorute Mue n1oOpartbcest 1o [letepOypra. Tam xuBet most Tetka. 1 Bam Gonee
He HaJOOHO OyzieT OEeCIOKOUTHLCS 000 MHE.

B stor mur KaTtioma oT4eTIMBO OCO3HaNA, YTO € HEMEUIEHHO HAal0 MOKMHYTh 3TO IITyXOe
MECTO, TOCKOJIBKY OCTaBaThCs 311eCh, B IpeMyydel valiie, C STUM HelpeacKa3yeMbIM YeI0OBEKOM ObLIO
ornacHo. Besib Toro, 4ero o xotes JOOUTHCS OT Hee, OHa He Moria eMy AaTh. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, 4TO
UX JaJIbHEHIIee COBMECTHOE CYIIECTBOBAHUE MOIJIO OKOHYMTHLCS TPATMYHO 11 HUX OOOHUX.

Jluto MBana npeBpaTiiioch B KaMeHb, a Ha CKYJIaX ero 3aXOIUJIU JKETBAKH.

— K kakotii emie Tetke? Bbl MHe HUYEro He paccKas3biBaIA O He! — MPOLeANI OH.

— Ona ponHasi cecTpa Moe OKOWHOM MaTyIIIKU, — 00BSICHIIIA IposKaIM rojocom Karorma. —
Myx ee — Hemnos Ilerp MiBanoBuu. X nom Ha Masoit Menanckoit ynuiie, Hejaieko o @oHapHOTo
nepeyJka.

WBaH 3acThUI OT €e CJIOB M BECh HAIPATCS.

— $1 yxe roBopus BaM, 4TO HUKyAa He moHecy Bac! C 4ero BbI B3sUIM, YTO sl U3MEHII CBOE
MHeHHE? — OTYEKAHWIT OH, ITOXHWpPad €€ PasbAPECHHLIM B3IJI110M TEMHBIX I'J1a3.

— Ipomy Bac, — B3MOMMIach JeByIIKa U3 nocneqHux cuil. — [lerp ViBaHOBWY 3aruiaTuT Bawm,
CKOJIBKO IIOITPOCUTE, 3a BAlllKM TPYAbl, — MOACHUJIA OHA, B3BOJIHOBAHHO B3Wpad Ha HETO I‘OHY6BIMI/I
IIe4aJbHBIMH OYaMU.

OH TyT ke HaJgBUHYJICS Ha Hee. KaTioma B ucrnyre pemia, 4to ceiiuac OH KMHETCSl Ha Hee.
Ha ero nmiie 6bUT0 HamMcaHO Takoe OENIEHCTBO U KeJlaHWe, YTO OHA 3aMeplia, Kak jKepTBa Mepe
XHUITHAKOM. VIBaH CKJIOHWJICS HAJl HEelo U, MPUOIM3UB CBOEe OOPOIATOE JIUIIO BIIOTHYIO K €€ OJieTHOMY
Jny € OrpOMHBIMUA MCITYTaHHBIMU I1a3aMU, ITPOXPUIICTT:

— Bol ynpsimas feBunia! A Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO 51 MOTY CZIE/aTh C BaMU Bce uTo 3axouy? 160 BbI B
MO€W BJIaCTU Terepsb !

Kariomma cy1opoxHO CIJIOTHY/Ia, U BCSl Ckaiach. Ha Mur mpeacTaBuB KapTUHY HACHIIMsI, OHA
CMepTesIbHO noxosonesa. Ero Harisle ciioBa mpo3ByYasiv Tak CAaMOYBEPEHHO U JKECTKO, UTO IEBYIIKA
OIIYTHJIA, YTO UMEHHO 3TO OH M COOUPAETCS C Hel CHesaTh.

Kak sxe MIBan xoten copBath ¢ Hee 3Ty Oelylo pyOallky ¥ 3alesioBaTh A0 MOTepU CO3HAHMS.
A TOTOM JacKath, TUCKaTh U MSATb €€ I0HOE, TPEJIECTHOE TeJIO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIbKO Obl 3axotes. Ho
OH BUALCI, YTO Karroma HallyraHa M, CJIOBHO 3anaBJIeHHbII'/JI 3BCPCK, IMbITACTCA y6C)KaTI) ot Hero. 1
3TO OOCTOSITETILCTBO HE TOJBKO HE OCTYXKAJO €ro IbL, a ele CHIbHee pa3KUrajo B HeM IJIOTCKHUE
xenanusi. OH CTPEMUTENIBHO CXBATHJI JIAJIOHBIO €€ TUICYMKO U BJIACTHO CKaJl XPYNKYIO IUIOTh TIOYTH
1o Gonu.

B ymax Kariormm 3atymesio ot )KyTKOTO UCITyTa, ¥ OHA, JIMXOPAJIOUYHbIM O0JIe3HEHHBIM B30POM
CMOTp#I TIPSMO B €ro Topsiliiie, Kak yIi, IJia3a, 3aluiakajja. YBUICB MPO3pavyHble KPYIHBIC CIIe3bl,
KOTOpbIE MOJUJINCH TIO ee JuIly, VIBaH MOouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK OH OMEp3UTeJIeH U MPOTHUBEH cede. DTa
MIPEJIECTHHILIA, OIMH BHJ] KOTOPOM CBOAWI €ro ¢ yMma, 6osiiack ero. OH 3TO OTYETIMBO BUJIEN, UCITY-
FaHHOC BBIPpAKCHUE 3aCTbIJIO B €€ OI'POMHLIX HEBUHHBLIX OYaX. A OH cJIOBHO Oﬂep)KI/IMHﬁ TIbITAJICA
HACTOSITh HA CBOEM M IOJTyYUTh OT Hee OTBETHOE UyBCTBO, KOTOPOTO OHA, BUIMMO, HE MOIJIA JIaTh €MY.

— He nano, nporry Bac, — nporenTaia Katioma Tak HecuacTHo, uTo VBaH, Kak OIINapeHHbIH,
OTIIPAHYJT OT HEC, BCKOYMB HA HOI'K U CBITLISA ITPOKJIATHAMMU.

OH Havas, Kak TUKWA 3Bepb, METAThCS MO M30YIIKE U3 yIJia B YIO, Jeias BUM, UTO SIKOOBI
yro-TO Mer. O6una, OEMEeHCTBO U HEyeMHOe BOXKAEIEHHE CMEIAIUCh B €ro AyIle, U OH TOYTH
00e3yMeJ1 OT CBOMX YYBCTB U MOMBICIIOB. OH XOTeJI JIMIIb OIHOTO, HAaKa3aTh ee, YHU3UTh TaK ke, KakK
OHa YHIKaJla U TIpeHeOperaia uM.
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Karomma, ckBo3b IesieHy crie3 HaOJmofiasia 3a 3TUM BbICOKUM, 3[0POBEHHBIM MYKUMHOM, KOTO-
PBIi, Ka3aJIOCh, ceYac B30OPBETCS OT SIPOCTU U 37100bI, U, JPOXKa BCEM TEJIOM, IPOAOIKAIA Hero-
ABUKHO CUIETH HA KPOBATH.

VBan Havan BOPYT CYETHThCS U KyJa-To coOuparbces. JlocTaB JIeTKyio JOPOXHYIO CYMKY, OH
MOJIOKHJI B HEC ITOPOX, x71e0 ¥ OrHUBO. BI)ICTpO HaTsAHYB TCEILUIbIC IITAHbBI 1 BAJICHKU, OH CXBATUJI
Me/IBEXKbI0 HAKUJKY U IepeOpocuIT yepes 1iedo pyxbe. Kars HaOmonana 3a HUM, He MOHUMas, Kyja
OH coOpaJicsi ¢ py’KbeM Ha HOUb sl Haxyio0yuuB Ha B3bepoIIeHHbIE BOJIOCH IANKYy, MIBaH KMHYI
TMIOCJIE/IHUI 3JI0M OTUYasIHHBIN B30p Ha JEBYILKY, KOTOpas UCIyTaHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro, U CTpPeMU-
TEJILHO BBILIEJ HA YJIUILY.

Cankr-IlerepOyprckas ryoepaus, [lnmccensOyprekuil yes,
ycanp6a Mypuno, 1759 roa, 06 ssHBapst

Mapusi, KyTasch B TEIUTYI0 COOOIBIO IIyOKY, OBICTPO CITyCTHJIACH TIO 3aCHEKEHHBIM CTYTIEHbKaM
K CaJoBOMY JIOMHUKY. UeTBepTh uaca Ha3aja OHA YBHIEJa CO BTOPOrO 3Taxa ycaaeOHOro J0Ma, YTo
OKHA JIOMMKA B CaJy 3aTSHYThl TEMHBIMH IITOPAMH. DTO ObUI CUTHAJI, KOTOPOTO OHA OXMIAJA YkKe
oonee AByX Henesb. MOpO3 CTOSUT JIIOTHIA, U JIEBYIIIKA, 3aCYHYB PyKH B MY(PTOUKY, MOYTH OErom
npeojiosesa HeOOMbIIOe PACCTOSTHUE IO MAJIEHBKOTO IEPEBSIHHOTO IoMa. 3ai/isi B IOKPHITYI0 MPaKOM
KOMHaTy, OHa Harpsjia 3peHue.

— Cecrpuiia, s 311ech, — ycabiaia Mapus TIyxol HU3KUN roioc cOoKy ot cebs. OHa pe3ko
MOBEPHYJIACh U Pa3JIMYMJIa B TEMHOTE BBICOKYIO, TUIEUUCTYIO (PUTYDY.

— Bans! — BockimmkHys1a oHa. — Hy, HakoHen-To. Ml sxanu Te0st Kk PoxkectBy. Muxann Wina-
PMOHOBMY TOCTHJI Y HAC mounTail aBe Henmenu. Tebs moxunancsa! Buepa tonpko B [etepOypr Bep-
Hyscsl. OTyero Th Tak 3ano3zaan?!

WBan mMomyan, Juiiie HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPEJI Ha JIEBYIKY, YEPTHI JIMLa KOTOPOil IJIOXO pa3jinya-
JIMCh B TEMHOTE 3a0pOIIEHHOTO JJOMUKA.

— C 1o00¥1 Bce Xopomo? — cripocuiia HanpsikeHo Mapwst.

— la. MHe HaJi0 IOMBIThCS U TIEPETOBOPUTD C TOOOM, Maria, — orBetun VBaH.

— Ckopo cremHeeT. [Tpuxonu ¢ 3aiHero BxoAa cpasy KO MHE B CIIAJIBHIO. YJIbsiHA OTKPOET Tebe.

— JloroBopuinch, — ckazan Tuxo MBaH, u Mapusi, npeononeB B ceOe xkellaHue OpOCUTHCS B
00bsATHS OpaTa, BHOBb 3aCyHYJIa PyKH B MY(PTOUKY, OBICTPO IMOKMHYB XOJIOJHbIN CaJ0BbIN JIOMUK.

WBaH TAKKO B3/10XHYJI M BHOBb CEJI Ha CTApblid CYHAYK Y cTeHbl. OH HEMMOBEPHO YCTaJl 3a J0J1-
TUe TPU JHS, YTO MPOBEJ B JIECy, MOCe TOro Kak CTPEMUTENbHO MOKUHYI JIecHyIo n30ymky. [lep-
BbI€ HECKOJIBKO YacOB OH, KaK Oe3yMHBbII, CKATAJICA TI0 JIeCY Ha CHETOCTYIax, MIOYTH He BU/S1 HUYETo
niepes; co0oii OT OOYSIBILIEH ero ApocTH. XONMoAHOCTh Katu, ee MmornbITky n30ekarh ero mpuKOCHOBE-
HUI 10 KpaiiHocTH B30ecuu VBaHa.

Bor yxe cemb JieT OH BeJ1 pa3MepeHHYIO OTIIEIbHUYECKYIO KU3Hb, IPHOOpeTasi CTpaHHbIe MpH-
BbIYKH. HO Tereps, ¢ OsIBIeHNEM TEMHOBOJIOCOM KPAaCaBHIIBl B €ro U30yIIKe, HaYall 3aMevarh, YTo
ero TPUBBIYHBIA YKJIA/ KU3HU Havajl CTPEMHUTESIbHO MEHSIThCS. PaHbllie OH MOr CyTKamMH Ipora-
JaTh HA OXOTE, HAC/IAXKJAasACh IOMCKAMU JIMYM, U NIOJTy4asl OT 3TOr0 UICTUHHOE YI0BOJIbCTBUE. OH MOT
COBCEM HE pacuechiBaTh BOJIOCHI, KOTOPbIE, CJIOBHO I'yCTasi Ipsi3Hasi IpUBa, CIaJajli Ha IUIeYH, Jesas
ero MOXOKMM Ha JuKaps. Mor HeelnsiMu He XOAUTh B OaHI0, MO0 eMy Ka3aJioch, YTO HE3a4eM YacTo
MBITbCSI. MOT IUTaThCsl OMHUM CyXUM XJieOoM U JTykoM. U BoBce He mpubupath B u30yike. Bee 310
ycrpauBajio VBaHa, 1 €ro KU3Hb Ka3aliach éMy BIIOJIHE MPUEMJIEMOIL.

B cuio nopy oH crapascst BEpHYTbCSI C OXOTHI ObICTpee U PeIKO KOTAa 3a/IepKUBAJICS B JIECY
nonblie noayaHs. OH npuyuymit ceOsi peryasipHO XOOUTh B OaHIO, pacyechiBaTh BOJOCHI, COOMpast
MX Ha3aJl B XBOCT, YUCTUTh HOTTU U MEHSATDb I'PS3HYIO Ofekay. BHavyane oH crapalicsi TOTOBUTH €1y
noTyyine, yToObl HAKOPMUTH OOJIBHYIO JIEBYIIKY, 2 BCKOPE OHA caMa CTajla XJIOMOTaTh y MEYKU U
cTpsinajla O4eHb BKYCHO.
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VBan yxe He MOHMMAaJ, KaK paHbIlle CyIIeCTBOBaJI Oe3 3TOM Xpyrnkou AeBymku? U tenepb
HEe TIpelICTaBIsT cBoel xku3HU Oe3 Hee. [locTosiHHOE mpucyTcTBUEe Kationm psaoM HaloJHUIO €ro
CyILIECTBOBaHME TTyOOKMM HEBEJOMBIM Ji0celie cMbIciioM. U ceityac oH 6e3yMHO O0sjICs TOrO, 4TO
Karroma nokuner ero xwiuiie. M Toraa ero Ku3Hb He CTaHET NpekHel. Benp Mmo3HaB OgHAX/IbI
PangocTh OOIIEHHUs C ITOW MPEJIECTHUIIEH, He TaK POCTO ObLIO ObI TOTOM HAyUYHMThCSI BHOBb KUTh 0€3
Hee. Panblnie 1axe B BooOpaxeHnu VBaH He Mor mpeicTaBuUTh cede, 4To OyJeT HACTOMBKO CHUITBHO
3aBUCETh OT KaKOU Obl TO HU OBUIO JAEBUIIBI, OT €¢ HACTPOEHUS WM MOCTyNKoB. Ho Ternepb OH TOYHO
3HaN, yTo Karioma Oputa HeoOXoquma emy, JJIs TOrO YTOOBI YyBCTBOBAThH Ce0s1 cCUacTIMBBIM. YacTo,
Jiexa 6eCCOHHBIMU HOUaMHU Ha CBOEH XKEeCTKOM JIaBKe Oe3 CHa, OH MeuTaJl, Kak oHH ¢ KaTiomeii Bckope
OOBEHYAIOTCS B OJIHOM U3 AEPEBEHCKUX LIEPKBEH U 3aKUBYT 0OIMM JoMoM. CHavasia, BO3MOXHO, B
TOH e M30YIIIKe B Jiecy, a 3aTeM U Ha JIIOJISIX, TlepeexaB B CBOU AOM.

OpnHako OH MOHMMAJI, YTO MEpesl STUM HaJ0 HEMPEMEHHO Bce o0cyauTh ¢ asaei. U yx nocne
3TOoro oHu ¢ Kareil cMOryT OTKpPHITO JKUTh B MMeHMH ¢ cecTpoit win B [lerepOypre. K Tomy xe oH
JOJKeH ObUT OTKPBITH CBOE HACTOSIIIEEe MMsI IEBYIIIKE M MOTYYUTh ee cornacue Ha Opak. Ho nveHHo
B 9TOM M 3aKJII0Yaaach IraBHasi npoonema VBana. To TpaBWIO JieHb M HOYb ero aymry. Kariomna
COBCEM He XOTeJIa IPOHUKATHCS K HEMY TPETIETHBIMU JIIOOOBHBIMU YyBCTBAMH M ITOCTOSTHHO ITHITANIACH
n30erarh Jaxe MaJedIMX ero MpUKOoCHOBeHui. B cBoeM cepaiie MBaH yxke maBHO Hazpan Kariomry
CBOEH HapEeYEeHHOU U Terepb JKakJaJl TOIBKO OJHOTO, YTOOBI KaK MOKHO CKOpee OHa TOXe MOIo0uIa
ero. Otcrynars MBaH He coOMpasICcsl M TIOCTOSIHHO Pa3MBIIILISUL, KaK ellle MPUBJIeYb JEBYIIKY, Aa0bl
OHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero XOTh HEMHOT'O MTPUBETIIMBEE.

Ty 3710M0Ty4HYI0 HOYb, KOTJIa YIIIEJ B HOYb, OH IMPOBEJ HA MOPO3€, YKPHIBIIHUCH MO/ TYCTBIMU
eJIsIMU M pa3Bells KocTep. B mocnenyiomye 1Ba AHs OH MPOIeS Ha CHEroCTynax AECSTKU BepCT, He
JKeJasi BO3BpAIIAThCsl B M30YIIKY, TEM CaMbIM PEIIMB HaKa3aTh HETIOKOPHYIO JeBYIIKY. Pa3 oHa He
XOYeT ero OJIM30CTH, TaK MyCTh MOMPOOyeT 0O0UTHCH Oe3 Hero, JymMasl OH 3710paaHo. Bo BTopyio HOUb
ero 3araj HeMHOTO TOYTUX, U Mbiciu VBaHa npuHsam 6osnee criokoriHoe HarpasieHre. OH BHOBb
HavyaJl JIMXOPaZA0UHO Pa3MBIILIATh, Kak JOOUThCS pacrionoxkenus Karu. [lox yTpo, moyTy He COMKHYB
I71a3, OH HaIlleJl pellieHre, ¥ OHO MOKAa3aJ0Ch eMy JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIUM. Bipixas MOpPO3HBII yTpeHHUI
BO3J1yX, OH HAIPABUJICS TI0 3HAKOMBIM 3aCHEKEHHBIM JIECHBIM TpOIlaM B CTOPOHY PUHCKOrO 3aJTMBa.

Vxe cremHeno, korga lBan Boien B cBemiylo KoMHarty Mapuu. Ensa oH niepectynui nopor
CMaJIbHU, KaK JIEBYIIKa B OSJIOM MapYOBOM IUIaThe OpOCHIIACh K HEMY Ha ITIelo.

— 4l Tak ckyuana, 6pareir, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA Martia, a 3aTemM, HEeMHOTO OTCTPaHHMBIIUCH OT BBICOKOM
curypsl 6para, nponomkuia: — Tede u BIpsiMb CTOMT MOMBITBCSI! Thl MaXHEITb KOCTPOM U €JI0BOU
CMOJIOH.

Mapus Owputa muammedn cectpoii MBana. Crapas neBa, ABaJIlaTH CEMH JIET, OHA BCIO CBOIO
CO3HATEJbHYIO KU3Hb MPOBEJia B 3arOPOJHOM UMEHHMHU poauTeseil. Purypa neBymiku Oblia cyxoBara,
a JIMII0 ¥MeJIo OJieJHBI HeB3pauHbIi BUI. MalleHbkre, TTyOOKO MocakeHHbIe I71a3a ee ObLI OJieK-
JILIMU, PECHUIIBI CBETJIBIMU. BOJTBITION ¢ TOpOMHKOI HOC, Y3KHeE TyObI M YTJIOBaTbhIe YEPTHI JIUIA COBCEM
He yKpamaii ee oomuk. OHa oOnagana BsIbIM TEMIEPAMEHTOM M HEBEPOSITHO CTECHSIIACh TyKUX
He3HakoMbIX Jionieid. Emme B mectHaaats et Mapusi BriepBble nionasia B [letepOyprekuii cBet. Ho
CTOJIMYHBIE KPACABHIIBI HACTOJIBKO 3aTMUJIM CBOMMH SIPKMMU TPEJIECTSIMU HEKpacuByio Mairy, 4to
JEBYIIIKE 32 BECh CE30H HE AN HU OIHOTO JJOCTOMHOTO BHUMAHUS MPEIOKEHUST O 3aMYKECTBE.
Ha cnepyronmii rog moBTopuiiach Ta ke ucropus. JKeHUXu K Hel He cBataiuch. OnedaauBIIUCh,
Maina oco3Hana, 4To 3aMyX)ecTBO He ee yaen. OHa CKpbLIach B JEPEeBEHCKOM MMEHHHU OTLIA U Oe3BbI-
JIa3HO KWJIA 371€Ch, COBEPILEHHO He ObIBasi B OOIIECTBE.

VBan mMe[uieHHO TipoliiesT B KOMHATY M yCeJicsl Ha TEMHOE CUHee KPecyio, OOMTOE IIETIKOM.

— Ecnm MoxHo, cectpulia, st Obl XOTeN MOOPUTHCS, — CKa3aJl OH TUXO, IOTPOTaB I'yCTYIO IIOPOCIIh
Ha JIMLIE.

CrycTst mapy 4acoB, 1OCJie BaHHBI, Pa3pyMsTHEHHBII, YUCTHI MOJIOION YEJIOBEK CTOST Y 3ep-
Kajla U KpUTUYECKU OCMATPHUBAJl CBOI0 HOBYIO BHEIITHOCTh. [J1aJJKO BHIOPUTOE JIMIIO €T0 C YACTBIMU
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BOJIOCaMU, 3a0paHHBIMU B TYTOM XBOCT Ha I1iee, ObIO MY KECTBEHHO M IIPUBJICKATEIIEHO, C BBICOKUMHU
CKYJIaMH ¥ KPacHMBO OYEepPUEHHBIMH T'yOamMu. Mapusi ofioluia K HeMy |, 3arjisiHyB Tak e B ero oTpa-
kKeHue, TI0-100poMYy YIILIOHYIach OpaTy v 3aMeTHIa:

— 41 m 3a0buIa, KaKoO¥ THI KpacaBeir!

MBaH BHUMAaTEIbHO IOCMOTPEI Ha CECTPY U CIIPOCKIT:

— Ckaxwu, Marma, eciiv Obl 51 He ObLJT TBOMM OpaToOM, Thl CMOTJIa OBl BIIOOUTHCS B MEHS ?

— Emie Ob1! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa, HE pa3yMbIBasi, U MevaibHO qoOaBmia: — ToMbKO Takoi crar-
HBIT 3()(PEeKTHBIN MOJIOON YEJIOBEK, KaK ThI, Jaxke He MOCMOTpPesI Obl B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Heyxenu? — HetoBepurBO ycMexHysicsl ViBaH.

Mapus 3ameTnsa B ero ria3ax CTpaHHbII OTOHEK, KOTOPOI'O paHbllle HUKOTAA HE BUJEIA.

— Tel uBMeHMIICS € OCIeIHETo pa3a, Kak Mbl BUAEIUCh. YTO-TO pon3ouuio?

[Non nBITIMBBIM B3MJI10M cecTpbl VIBaH cMyTHIICS U, OBICTPO OTBEPHYBIIIKCH OT 3€pKaJia, BbIMa-
JIAJT:

— Ipory, nait MHe HEOOJBIIIOE 3epKAJIO, YTOOHI sI MOT OPUTHCS Yy ceOsl.

— Heyxenu xouelis 3BepsiM NMOHpaBUThCS ? — ynuBuiach Mapus.

— Ecnm TeGe xaub 1151 6para 3epkajia, Tak ¥ CKaxu! — 0OMXeHHO OypKHYJI OH.

— Jleno He B 3TOM, — HAXMYypWJIach Mapusi, BHUMATEJIbHO BIJISABIBASICh B €0 OOJIbIIIME TEMHO-
3€JIEHBIE JIyUUCTBIE IJ1a3a. — 51 BUXKY, UTO Thl U3MEHWICA. [louTn cemb JONTUX JIET Thl KUJT HETIOLUMOM
Y HE BbUIE3JT U3 CBOEH M30YIIIKH.

— Tl 3Hae1b, 51 HE MOT TOCTYNIUTh MHAYE.

— 3Hato. Ho Bce 311 rofipl Thl )KWJI KaK IIPOCTOM MYKHUK, B INIyXOW Yallle, U 1a)Ke HEe MOMbILIUISII
noOputhesi. OT4Yero Tenephb Thl el npuBecTy ceds B nopsinok? He nmonnmaro. A nomHIo, Kakum
ThI OBUI paHbIlie, O BCEX TeX COOBITUM, — OHA TOMOTYaJIa U, ¢ TOOOBbIO IIIsi/is Ha MiBaHa, toGaBuia: —
4 crmikom xoportio 3Haio TeOs1, Oparenr. M oT4ero-To MHe KaxkeTcs, YTo 37eCh 3aMelllaHa JKeHIIMHA.
Ho Benp B necy He BogsTcs xeHUMHBL. Tonbko 3Bepbe. Benp Tak?

— Tak. 4 3Hat0, 4TO THI GOMBHO YMHa, Maillia, HO TBOM JOTAJKU HEBEpHBI. 3HAEIlb, 1 TIPOCTO
yCTaJI OT CBOETO TUKAPCKOTO BU/A, MIOTOMY W eIy HeMHOro odnaropoauth ceds. K Tomy xe s
OYEHb T'0JIOJIEH, A Thl CJIOBHO IbITAEIIb MEHSI.

— U13BuHM, Oparer, ceityac!

Mapust BBICKOYMIIA U3 CIIAJIbHU, TIOIXBATUB JJIMHHbBIE I00KH.

WBan Opocui B3I Ha TyaJleTHBIA CTOJIMK CECTPbl U 3aMETHUJI TYCTYIO INETKY JJIsi BOJIOC.
3atem, HEMOTO TOJIA3UB, OH HAIleJI TaM K€ AYXH C TPUSATHBIM 3al1axOM U HeOOJBIITYI0 KOPOOOUKY C
nyapoid. Bcem 3THM OH MOMONHUI CBOIO CyMY M K Ipuxoay Mapuu Kak HY B 4YeM He ObIBaJIO ycesics
BHOBb B KPECJIO.

— Bce yxe cnsat. Haimna Tonpko yxy a KypHUK, — HOSICHWIA JAEBYIIIKA, CTaBsl HA HEOOBIION
CTOJIMK Y OKHa MOJHOC C €0H.

VBan mpuicen Ha MpeAIoKEeHHbIA CTYJ U C anmneTUToM NpuHsiics 3a eay. Cectpa ¢ JII0OOBBIO
CMOTpeJia Ha 6para U CIyCTs] HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl CIIPOCHJIA:

— ThI eme He Hagymasl BEpHYThCs B cTonvily? Jsiasi TOBOPUT, UTO TaM BIOJIHE OE30MacHO U
Oyps1 yJierach.

Ha st1 cnosa cectpel VMiBaH nmogaBwics U CWIIBHO 3akauuisuicd. Mapus Havdana cTyvarb €ro
JIAJJOHBIO T10 IIMPOKOU CIIMHE.

— Iloka Her, Mama, — oTBETHJI OH IIIyX0. — BO3MOXKHO, BCKOpe 51 U pemych Ha 310. Ho He
Terepb, — J0OABWJI OH, MTHOBEHHO MPECTaBUB 00pa3 TEMHOBOJIOCOM AEBYIIKH B CBoel moctenu. U
Aaymasi 0 TOM, 4TO, oka Katioiia Haxoaurcst B ero u30yIlKe B Yallle Jieca, y Hero eCTh BpeMsi 3aBOeBaTh
ee U czienarh cBoei. U i motom, rmocsie Toro Kak OHa MoJMIOOUT ero M CTaHeT ero BO3II0OIEHHOM,
OH TOCTAPAETCs] YCTPOUTh UX KU3Hb HAWIYUIIUM 00pa3oM, MOXeT ObITh, B cTonuile. Ho HUKak He
panbie. V160 on auko Gosuicst Toro, yto ecnu Kariore BOpyT yaacTcst BHIOPAThCsl U3 €ro M30YIIKH
paHblIle, TO OHa BIIOJIHE MOXKET YCKOJIb3HYTh U3 €r0 pyK. [IoaToMy eTMHCTBEHHO JOpOroii Ha cBOOOLy
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st Katiomm 6pU10 MOHOE MOJYMHEHNE eMy, KaK IyIIeBHOe, TaK U TeJecHoe. — Mosi KU3Hb MEHs
BIIOJIHE yTPauBaeT.

— Heno TBOE, — moxkasa miedamu Mara. — § Tebe HOBYIO OfieK Ay IPUroTOBIIA. MOXeET, IeHer
BO3bMeElIb?

— Her. 4 xe teGe 0OBSICHSI, UTO HE MOTY TMOSIBUTHCS B JIEPEBHE C JEHbIaMU. DTO BBI3OBET
nogo3penus. OTKyna y 6eIHOro HeTioauma 3051070 ?

— Ho, Banroma, s 3Ha10, Kak TeO€ TSKEIIO KUATh JIUIIL OXOTOM.

— 41 yxe NMpUBBIK, MUJIAsl CECTPUIIA, — MOXKAJ IJIe4aMH MOJIOZION 4enioBek. — Tem Oonee mpo-
CTOW OXOTHUK, OOMEHHMBAIOIINIA IIKYpbl 3Bepell Ha ey, Ooliee peasluCTUYeH U MOHSITEH MPOCTOMY
IOy, HeKeJIM TalHbIA Oorad. XOpoIIo eClii TOJIBKO Pa300MHUKH HATPSIHYT B MOE JKWJIUIIE B TTOWC-
Kax HaXUBBL. A €C/IM O CTPaHHOM OTIIEJIbHUKE, COPSIILEM JIeHbraMu, JA0JIokKat Biactsam? f mymaio,
Taitnast Kanuensipusi BMUT 3aMHTEPECYETCSI MOEW MEPCOHOM.

— Ho ns7s1 ckaseiBas, uto Teneps B cTonuile BrioiHe 6e3onacHo. M o Tede no3adbuin.

— Hapzerocp Ha To.

Mapus nogHsiIa pyKy 1 JJACKOBO TOTJIaauiia Opara 1o MOIIHOMY TUIeYy.

— Kak 051 g1 xoTena, 9to0sl Tl cTall npexxHuM. BepHyrics B [letepOypr u uit kKak nopodaer
MIPY TBOEM TIOJIOKEHUH.

VBaH MpavHO B3IVISIHYJT Ha CECTY.

— Moxer ObITh, Tak 1 OyneT Koraa-uuoyns. MHe nopa, Mara, st 1 Tak y 1eOsl TIOJTHOUU CHXKY, —
npousHec VIBaH Kak-TO OTCTPaHEHHO.

— OnsATh B HOYB NOWJEIIBL? — C TPEBOIOM cripocuiia Mapus.

— Ha, uto Takoro? — 6e3pa3nuyvHo 3asBUI VIBaH, 3aKOHUMB Tparie3y v epeoaeBasich B YNCThIE
OfIeKIbl, TIONaHHbBIEe cecTpol. — S moneit onacatock Oosee, HexeNu JiecHbIX 3Bepeil. [lopoii Mmensens
MIOHSATH TOPA3/Io JIlerye, YeM YesIoBeKa.
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I'naBa VIII. IleyaabHuna

Jlanekuil BOil BOJIKA HATIOMHUJ [JTyXMM 3BYKOM THUINMHY vany. Kariora, BHOBb CyJOPOKHO
C’KaB BSI3aHUE B TOHKHMX PyKax, 3aTPaBJIeHHO 0OepHYIach K IBepH. [IMKre 3ByKH TEMHOTO Jieca, KOTO-
pble BCce TpeblAyIye THU M HOUYM HABOJIWJIM HA JIEBYIIKY KMBOTHBIA CTpax, CHOBA 3aCTaBUJIM €e
3agpoxathb. Kars mocMoTperna Ha 32 KEeHHYIO CBE1Yy, OTMETHUB, YTO OCTAJICS JIMIIIb HEOOJBIION Orapok
Y BOT-BOT CIIACUTEJIbHBINA CBET MCYE3HET. Yxke cBetaso. Boii 3atux. M meByiika, roppko HECYaCTHO
BBIJIOXHYB, TIPOIOJUKIJIA BSA3ATh, OIIYIIAsi, YTO €€ roJioBa TYJUT OT OeCCOHHOM HouM. Bee Tu HU
Kars npeOrbiBasia HepBHOM M3MAThIBAOIEM cOCTOsSTHIH. OHa 4yBCTBOBaIA ceOs1 Oe33aIUTHOM B 3TOM
3a0pOIIIeHHON U30YIIKe U TUKO OOosilach OOMTaTeN el JIECTHOW Yallly.

Tpu nHs Hazan, ensa 3a MIBaHOM 3axJI0MHYysIach AyOOBast IBEPb, IEBYIIKA MIEpBbIE Yachl mpe-
ObIBasI B HEPBHOM COCTOSIHUHM TIOCJIE UX TIeperasiki, HEUCTOBO Kajla ero Bo3ppaiieHus. OqHako oH
TaK U He BepHyJcs. [lo camoro yTpa He COMKHYB IJ1a3, Katiora npocuzena Ha nocTesu, HanpsikeHHO
VIS Ha 3aKPBITYIO ABEPb. YKe Ha PaccBETe ee MOCEeTUIAa MBICTb O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, VIBaH He
XOYeT BO3BpAIaThCs M TEMepb OHA OCTaach COBCEM OJIHA B 3TOW 3a0poreHHON m30ymike. He Ha
IIyTKY MCITyraBIuch, KaTioma nomnsitanack ycrokouTthes. M nmoHavyany naxe XxpaOpuiach, MbITanach
BHYIINUTH ceOe, UTO U caMa CMOKET 0 ceOe T03a00TUThCS, U VIBaH eii coBepiiieHHO He HykeH. Ho yxe
K Beuepy MepBoro JIHs1, KOra CONHIE BHOBb CITyCTHJIOCH 32 XOJIOAHBIN JIeC, CTpax Havyas MOCTENEHHO
3aBJiajieBath e10. Kars noHsiia, 4to 3aBbIBaHUS BETPa 32 OKHOM U OIMHOKHWI BOU BOJIKA BBI3BIBAIOT Y
Hee cTpax U TpeBory. Elie Hu pa3sy oHa He OCTaBajiach Tak HaJJOJITO OJHA B 3TOM MaJIEHbKOM KHUTHIIIE,
na eiie ¥ Ha HoYb. [TocTostHHOE nprcyTcTBIE VIBaHa psiioM yCTIOKauBaJIo JEBYIIKY U IaBaJio YyBCTBO
3aIIMIIEHHOCTH OT 3TOTO JUKOTO HEMOHSTHOIO JieCHOro mupa. Ho B Ty BTOpyI0 HOYb OMSATH B OIU-
HOYECTBE OHa OT CTpaxa He MOIJla COMKHYTh IM1a3. HayTpo, ciie3asi ¢ mocrenu, OHa MOYTH 3aCTaBUIa
ce0s1 OeThCsl, YMBITBCS M TIOECTh, & 3aTeM BHOBb IPUJIEIVIA HA TIOCTESb ¥ HEMHOTO B3/IpEMHYJIA.

K obemy, HeMHOTr0O HaOpaBIIMCH CHJT OT KPAaTKOBPEMEHHOTO CHA, KaTioma, n3MydeHHast CBOUMHU
NepEeKMBAHUSIME U CTPAXaMH, JIMXOPAJOYHO MPUHSIA PEllleHre HEMEJICHHO TIOKUHYTh 3Ty yOOTyIo
n30ymKy. HaneB uchblo myOKy ¥ IIAnkKy, oHa Ha KOJEHKax, OOYTHIX B JUIMHHBIE JIANITH, IPOBOPHO
JOKOBBUIsIIA 10 1Bepy. [IpUIoKMB HEMaIble CUJIbl, OHa OTKpbUIA TyOOBYIO IBEPh U BBIILIA HAPYKY.
Caexuid MOPO3HBIM BO3/1yX yAapwui ed B JMLo, U Karsd 3akmypuiack OT OCIEIUTEIBHOIO COJIHIIA,
KOTOPOE BBICOKO CTOSIJIO HaJl BEPXYyLIKaMHU AepeBbeB. Beblii MK psIuiics: CHer, TIOKpbIBaj Bce OT HeOa
10 3€MJIU M TOJIBKO 3€JIeHbIe MOXHATHIE BETKM BEKOBBIX COCEH UyTh MPOIJISIBIBAIA CKBO3b TOJICTHIH
ciioi 6enoro nokpeiBasia. Karsi Obla mojHa penmMMOoCTH U 3acTaBria ceOs CAeaTh HECKOJBKO IIaroB
Briepea. [Ipoiiis Ha KoJieHsIX HeOOJBIION YTONTaHHBIA JBOP, OHA YCTPEMUJIACh K Tpore, KoTopast
BeJa B JieC.

Tpoma Gbl1a XOPOIIIO YTONTaHA CHETOCTyaMu VIBaHa, 1 IeByIIIKa HarpaBUIach 1o Herd. OfHako
yXke uepe3 HeCKOJIBKO IaroB OHa HEYasHHO YyTh CMECTMJIACh M TYT e MPOBAIMIACH B TIIYOOKUIA
cyrpo0 no campliii osic. [Toutn yeTBepTh vaca Kariora nbitayiack BHIOpaThCsi U3 JIEASTHOTO KalKaHa,
HO 3TO el yJajioch cenarh ¢ OOJNBIMMY YCHIMAME. 3aMep3iiasi, MOKpas U 3aruiakanHas Kariorna
BIOJI3J1a 00paTHO B U30YIIKY, pyrasi MiBaHa. [IeByika OTYET/IMBO OCO3HAJIA, YTO OH OCTaBUJI €€ OIHY
CIIEIUAIbHO, YTOOBI OHA TOHSIIA, YTO HEe MOXeT 00oUTUCh Oe3 Hero. Ecium Obl OHa OblIa 310pOBa,
OHa cMoria Obl YITH, HO OH TIPEKPAacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO ¢ OOMBHBIMHM HOTaMH €l He TIOKUHYTh 3TO
3a0poIIIEHHOE MeCTO. B TOT MOMEHT, Korja oHa CTSATruMBaia ¢ ceOsl 3aCThIBIIYI0 HA MOPO3€ MOKPYIO
onexny, Kars ocpimana MiBaHa BO3MOKHBIMHU HETIPUSTHBIMU CIIOBAMH, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO 3Hasa. OHa ¢
TPYIIOM CTsIHYJIa ¢ ce0s1 MOKpYIO pyOaxy | nepeosesiach B CyXoi capacdaH U Teruible Bsi3aHble TyJIKH.
3aTem MoInuB BOJIBl K1 HEMHOT'O YIIOKOMBIINMCH, BHOBb Ha4Yajla XpaOpUThCs, rOBOpsI cede:

— JlaiHO, 1 HE MOTY YITH, HO 3a00TUTBCS 0 cebe MOTy IPEeKPacHo U cama. 1 elnie J0Kaxy 3TomMmy
HEBO3MOXXHOMY YeJIOBEKY, YTO He OeCIOMOIIHA.
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Kars pemma pactonuts nedky, 100 B U30YIIKE CTAJIO yke JOBOJIBHO X0noaHo. OHa Haluia Ha
MIPUCTYTIKE JIPOBA M Pa30KIjia OTOHb, 03a00YEHHO OTMETHB, YTO JPOB HE OCTAJIOCh U B CJCAYIOIIHUIA
pa3 Hazo OyneT UATH 32 HUMU Ha Bop. CBapuB Kally M HAOpaBIIUCh CUJI TIOCTIE e/Ibl, AEBYIIKA cefla
Onrke K TIeYKe U CTala HaNpsKeHHO CMOTPETh Ha TpbIraionye oronbku. CIycTsi mojrgaca oHa Moi-
Masia ceOs1 Ha TOM, YTO HEBOJILHO MIPUCITYIIMBAETCS K 3BYKaM 3a JABEPbIO, HA/IEsCh PA3IMUUTh CKPUIT
cHerocTyrnoB. BHOBb paccepnuBiuch Ha MIBaHa 1 Ha €ro MOCTYIKY 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K Hell, KaTs Heyo-
BOJIbHO BEpHY/IaCh Ha TIOCTeJb U pelliiia HeMoro nos3ath. Eie aBe Hepenu Hazaa VMBaH npuses eit
U3 JIEPEeBHU MOTOK IIEPCTH [ AepeBsHHbIE cnvliibl, U Kats ¢ ynoBonbcTBHEM 110 Beuepam Bszaia. Ho
ceiiyac Bcerga yMesible Majblibl He CyIIaINCh AEBYIIKY, M OHA TO U JeJI0 HEYassHHO CITyCKaJla eT/IH.
HepBol ee ObuM HaMIpsKEHBI /10 MIPEZeNa, HO OHA 3acTaBisiia ceOsl He TyMaTh O TOM, YTO HaXOAUTCS
COBEPIIIEHHO OJJHA B TJIyXOM OMacHoM Jiecy. OJJHaKO OJHA HEOTBSI3HASI MBICJIb TO U JIeJI0 BO3HUKAJIA
y Hee B TOJIoBe, O TOM, uTo VIBaH pajyercsi ee HEMOITHOCTH U He COOMPAeTCsi CKOPO BO3BPAIIATHCS.
OnHako ycuiIvMeM BOJIM OHA MIPOTOHSUIA 3TO TPEBOKHOE 3aKTIOUEHUE U3 CBOMX IHETYIMX MPAYHBIX
AyM U TIBITAJIACh COCPEOTOUUTHCS HA BS3AHUM.

K Beuepy Karioma 3axriia cBeuy u, ceB psIOM C Held, eYaIbHO CMOTpesia Ha Topsiiiee Tuiams,
OTYET/IMBO CJIbIIIA CUJIbHBIN 3JI0BEIM BeTep 3a ABepbio. Koria ke Ha 3MMHMIA JIeC CIyCTUJIach HOUb,
Kats yxe ropbko 1iakania, pemms, uto ViBaH He BepHeTcs: BooOiie. Eif MOCTOSHHO 4yaniIoch, 4ToO
OKOJIO IoMa OpOIsAT MEABEAN U BOJIKH, KOTOPBIE TOJIKO U XKIYT, KaK Obl HAOPOCUTHCS HA HEE U ChECTb.
OHa HecKOJIbKO pa3 MpoBepsiia 3acoB, KOTOPhI MBaH yMeno OTKpBIBA OTHUM JBHKEHHEM TOHKOW
nanku. Ho feByiiike oH Ka3asics HEHAJAEeKHOW 3alIUTHON OT XUIITHUKOB.

[Mportakas moutu Ao nonyHouw, Kars, ycrano onepimch Ha MOAYIIKY, 3aCHYJIA TPEBOKXHBIM
cHoM. Eii cHusoch, OyATO KPOBOXAIHBIE UKHE JIIOAU, TIOXOKHE Ha TeX, YTO pacTep3aii ee poauTe-
Jeft, mopouparotesi K u30yiike VBaHa, BPhIBAIOTCS B HEe, M OHA B y)Kace BUIWT, YTO 3TO MYKHUKH
C BOJIYBMMHM TOJIOBAMU M OCKaJIEHHBIMH 3yOamu. B TOT Mur riyOookoit Houblo Kartioma, 3akpruyaB
OT yXaca, MPOCHYJIaCh U Pe3KO cefla Ha mocTenn. Ee omaneBmuil B30p MpoOekaics Mo MyCTHIHHOW
JepeBSIHHON M30e, OCBEIICHHON JIMIIb Meplialeil cBevoil. Tak U He pa3/ieBasch, OHA JiexKayia Ha
6eJ101 MKy pe U3 TOMAITHEHN KO3bl, KOTOpast CIIyKuJia OKPHIBAJIOM Ha IOCTENb, U BCIO HOYb ITHITAIACH
3acHyTh. HO COH MpUXoanI K Hell ypbIBKaMH, MOCTOSIHHO OKPAIIIEHHBII KPOBABBIMH KOIIIMApaMHU.

Crnenyommii 1eHb TPOILIEN Kak M MpeblIylvid, JUIIb ¢ TOil pa3sHuuel, yro Karg Havana
HEpBHO JyMaTb O TOM, 4TO ¢ VIBaHOM YTO-TO CIIyumsioch. Bapyr ero pacrepsanu 3BepH, WM OH
3amep3 HacMepTh? U Tenephb yke HUKTO He IOMOXET e, M OHa 0OpeveHa Ha FOJIONHYI0 CMEepPThb. XOTs
JEBYIIIKA CTapajach OTBJICYLCS, TOPbKUE CIIE3bl TIOCTOSIHHO KaTMIIMCh U3 ee I71a3. B ee qyie Havano
TMOSIBJIATHCS €lle OIHO YYBCTBO, UyBCTBO cokajieHusi. OHa coxkasena o ToM, 4to ooujena Vpana.
Jlaxe ero morenyi, yKpaJeHHbII HACUJIBHO, HE Ka3aJICs JIEBYIIKE TAKUM YK JEP3KUM M ragkum. U
ecsii Obl 3TO MPOU3OIILIO Ceilyac, BOBMOXKHO, OHA Obl He ObUIA TaK XOJIOHA C HUM M TIPOCTO ITOITbI-
TaJlach Obl OOBSICHUTBCS TIO-XOPOIIIEMY, He pazjapakas ero. Eciam Osl OH TombKO BepHYJcs. OHa Obl
TMONBITANIACH TIOHATH M €r0 YyBCTBA, a HE yMaTh TOJbKO O ceOe. OHa Obl MocTapanach ObITh C HUM
TIOMsATYE ¥ XOTsI Obl BRICAYIIATh ero. B 3t nonrue yackl oguHovectBa Karsi moHsiia, 4rto, moka oHa
3aBUCHUT OT 3TOTO YeJIOBEeKa, JOJDKHA UTPaTh MO €ro MpaBuiiaM, MHaYe ee XKU3Hb OyIeT HEBHIHOCHMA.

TpeThbst HOUB MpPOIILTA TaK ke, Kak 1 nepsas. M AeByIIka, MouTH He CMbIKas 1J1a3, 3a0bIBajIach
TPEBOXHOM IPEMO¥ JIMIITh HA HECKOJIBKO YacoB. OKOJIO YeThIpex yTpa ee pa3Oyaus MPOTSKHBIN BOM
JIECHOTO XMIIHMKA, ¥ Katioma, 6osee He B cuiax Jiexarh B MOCTENH, OJes1ach U, CeB Ha KPOBATH,
pelmia noBsi3aTh, YTOObl XOTh HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOMThCS. UyTh MO3Ke OHA pacIlyCTHJIa KOCHI, JKeJast
nieperiecTd ux. VIMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT CHAapyXH TMOCHbIIACs 1mym, U KaTs ucryraHHo Harpsir-
J1ach, BBITSHYBIIMCH BCEM TEJIOM, CJIOBHO TETHUBA, M HANPS)KEHHBIM B3IJISJOM YCTaBUJIACh HA JBEPb.
OHa OTYETIMBO YyCIbIIaga 3HAKOMBIE TsKeNble Imark B ceHsx. Korga yepe3 MrHoBeHHe JBepb pac-
MaxHy/1ach ¥ Ha TIOPOre BO3HUKJIA 3HAKOMasl BBICOKAsI IIMPOKOIUIedast (pUrypa oTiienbHuka, Kariomna
MCKpeHHe 00pafoBaiach ero npuxony. ViBaH mporiesn BHyTpb U30b 1 OKMHYJI €€ HENKUM IPOH3H-
TEJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM.
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— 51 Tak paga, 4TO BBl BEPHYJIMCh, — MPOIIIENTaIa HanpsbkeHHo Kats, onryias B ayiie JMKoBa-
HHE OT €ro MOsIBJICHHUS.

B tummHe n30yiku ee cjoBa Mpo3ByYaiy JOBOJIBLHO IPOMKO.

VBaH OBICTPO CTSIHYI IIANKY U OpOCKIT ee Ha CYHIYK, CTOSIIIME HeroAasieKy oT Bxoaa. He pas-
IeBasICh, OH IPOBOPHO MPHOMM3KIICS K CHSIIEH Ha TIocTenu AeByke. Ero rasa ¢ qukoi pagocThio
MPOOEKATUCH TIO €€ IYCTHIM TEMHBIM PACIyIIEHHBIM BOJIOCaM, OJIEAHOMY BJIQKHOMY OT CJIe3 JIMILY
Y CBEPKAIOIIUM TOTyObIM TJIa3aM.

— Bam 6bu10 TUT0X0 6€3 MeHs? — CIPOCKIT OH EXUTHO.

Bce pagocTHbIe pUBETIMBLIE CIIOBA, KOTOpbIe KaTioma roropuia B TedeHue MOCIeAHUX CyTOK
B €r0 aJpec, TOTYAC UCHAPUIINCh U3 ee TOJIOBBI. AX, OH eme u3neBaercs? OH MpeKpacHo 3HA, YTO
OHA He MOXeT OOXOOUTHCS €3 HEero, M CrelMabHO HaKa3al € CBOMM TPEXJHEBHBIM OTCYTCTBUEM,
a Terephb elle W MOATPYHMBAeT Haja Hell. Kars omycTuia ria3a Ha CBOM JpoXallue PyKH, TbITasiCh
CHepKaThCsl U HE OTBETUTh eMy Tpy0o, cCMepTeIbHO O0sICh, UYTO OH CHOBA YHIET.

— ¥ MeHs Bce xopouo. Sl mpocTo MI0X0 cnajia Houb, — IPOMSIMJIMIIA OHA.

OH HakJIOHWJICS HaJ HEH M, OCTOPOKXHO MaJbllAMU TPUIOJHSIB €€ MOAOOPOIOK, 3aCTaBUI
MOCMOTPETh Ha cedsl.

— Crnieipl OT cJ1€3 OTYET/IMBO 3aMETHBI Ha BallleM JIHILIE, — TPOM3HEC OH TBEPO U IyXo. — 51 ke
3HAI0, YTO BaM ObUIO TUIOXO Oe3 MeHs. OTYero xe Bbl He MpU3HaeTe 3T0?

Ero rnaza xrim ee TeMHBIM cBeTOM, U KaTs 10 KpaltHOCTH CMYTHJIaCh.

VIMeHHO B 3TOT MUT OHa HEBOJIbHO OTMeTHIa, uTo MBan m3menwics. Ero o6muk cran apyrum.
['ycras TeMHast G0pofa v yCbl HICUYE3JTH, OTKPbIB JOBOJILHOE ITPUSTHOE JIUIIO. TBep/pie BHICOKUE CKYJIbI,
BOJIEBOM MOAOOPOIOK, IPSMON HOC ¥ KPACHBO OYEPUEHHBIE, Uy Th ITOJTHOBATHIE TYObI eI €ro JIMILIO
MYKECTBEHHBIM M MpUTSraTeJbHbIM. Ero rycteie pychle BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHBIE B XBOCT, JOBEPIIAJIH
ero HOBbIM 0Opa3. [axke maxyo or MBaHa Kak-To MPUSTHO U cBexo. KaTts monro cMotpena mpsmo
B €ro OOHOBJIEHHOE HAIPsI)KEHHOE JIMIIO U JyMaJa, CKOJIbKO ke eMy Ha caMoM jere jieT? B nepsbie
JHU 3HaKoMcTBa VIBaH mokasasicsi ei 3pesbiM MOXUBIIMM 4esloBeKoM. [1o3ke, mMprcMOTpPEeBIINCh K
HEeMy BHMMarTeJIbHee, IEBYIIIKa OTMETHJIA, YTO ero IJ1a3a JI0CTaTOYHO MOJIOIBI, M PEIIna, YTO eMy He
6onee copoka Jyier. Ceituac ke OHa C yIWBJICHUEM 3aKJII0UMIa, YTO OIMHUOIACh, U €My HeJlb3sl ObLIO
nath Oosee TpuaLaTy. bopona u ychl SIBHO IOPTHJTH, CTAapsl €ro JIMIIO U CKPbIBasi YeTKUE MIPABIIIbHBIC
MYKECTBEHHBIE YepThl. Ero 3eseHble 171a3a B COUETaHUM C TEMHBIMH OpOBAMH U 00Jiee CBETIIBIMU
MPsISIMHU BOJIOC Ceiuac BBIIISIEIHM BBIPA3UTEIBbHO, UTO HE 3aMEYaioch IEBYIIKON paHee.

WBan Buzen, uro Kariomma ¢ HeCKpbIBaeMbIM MHTEPECOM PAaCCMATPUBAET €r0, U €ro CYIIECTBO
HAaIOJTHWJIOCh HEBEPOSATHOMN HEKHOCTBIO K TOM TEMHOBOJIOCOM IPEJIECTHULIE.

— Tak nmy4ine? — cipocust oH 6apXxaTHBIM OOBOJIAKUBAIOIIM OApPUTOHOM U YJIBIOHYJICS e Oeso-
3y0oii yneiOKo#. Katsi OkoHUaTeIbHO CMYyTHIIACh.

— UYro nyuie? — nepecnpocuiia OHa 1, yOpaB ero majbllbl CO CBOEro MoAOOPOIKa, OIMyCTHIIA
r1aza.

— Be3 6oponst? Kak Bbl cuntaere, Ekarepuna BacuibeBHa?

— MHe Bce paBHO, — IPOMSIMJTIJIA JIEBYIIIKA U OTBEPHYJIACh.

He orpeiBasich, OH cMOTpesT Ha Hee 1 XUTPO mrypusicss. OH MPeKpacHO BUEI MUHYTY Ha3aj ee
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIA B3MIsiA. A Tereph KaTioma mnbitasiack yOequTh €ro, 4To OH ei HeOe3pas3iinyeH.
BcrioMHUB, 4TO HE CHSUI € IJIeY TSKEIYI0 CyMy, KOTOpasi OTTATMBAajIa €ro CIMHY, OH PE3KO CTSHYIT
c cebs MeIIoK M OpOocKIT ero Ha NoJl. PaccTerHyB MyroBUIlbl HA TYJIyIe, OH CTSIHYJ €ro U HeOpeKHO
Opocut Ha KpoBath. [IprceB Ha KOPTOUKH HAJ| CBOEH TOKJIakel, OH OBICTPO M3BJIeK BEPXHUE BElln
U TIOJIOKHJT OCTOPOKHO MX Ha KPOBATh PSIIOM C JAEBYIIIKOM.

— ITocmotpurte, KaTioma, 310 Bam, — MPOM3HEC OH TPYAHBIM TOJIOCOM M 3aMep Hajl Heul.

Kats ObicTpo B3IIsIHYJIA HAa HETO, a 3aTeM TepeBelia TAKOU ke OBICTPBIN B3I Ha €ro JIaphl,
nexarye cOoKy oT ee Oenpa. Msarkas pacdyecka, priakoOHUMK TyXOB, Oejiasi MyXoBasl IIajib U eIle
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ofiHa HeOobIasi 6eNoCHekHasl, OOTSAHYTasA TKAHbI0 KOPOOOYKa BBI3BAIN Y AEBYIIKHM MHTepec. OHa
TO/IHSUIA HAa HETO B30P U THUXO CKa3aJa:

— Cracu0o.

Kars1 HeBOIbHO OmycTHIIa J1aIOHh HAa KOPOOOUKY C IyXaMH U, OTKPBIB ee, MoHoXala. BKYCHBIH
MIPUATHBINA 3aMax CUPEHM HAIlOJHWII ee HO3[pU, M OHA MeJIeHHO ynbsiOoHynmack. IleTtka s Bosoc
npusiekia ee BHUManue. U Karsi, ymeno B3sB ee, OCTOpPOKHO IIPOBEJIa 10 CBOMM T'YCTBIM BOJIOCAM.
[psine BMur 3abmectena, u MBaH, KOTOPBIHA CIIEIWT 32 BCEMH JICUCTBUSMHU JICBYIIKHU, HE CACPKaB-
IIKCh, OCTOPOKHO MTPUKOCHYJICS JIAIOHBIO K €€ BOJIOCaM.

— OHM Takue MATKHe, — IPOBOPKOBaJI OH. — CJIOBHO 1IEpCTKa Y KOTEHKA. . .

Kars 3amepra ¢ pacueckoil B pyke U 3aHepBHMYAa. Ero HamepeHus npuiackarb ee He Ipe-
PHIBAIMCH J1aXke Ha HekoTopoe Bpemsi. M BHOBb Kats momymasia, kKak OblIo ObI XOpOIIIO OKa3aThCs
MOZIAJIbIIE OT 3TOTrO MIyXOro MeCTa, KOTOPOe CTaslo 1S Hee Kak JIoByIIKa. Pyka Monogoro yenoBeka
MPOIILJIACh BHU3 IO €€ BOJIOCaM, M OH MPUCEI PSIIOM C Helo Ha KpoBaTb. Ero pyka npopoikuia nepe-
Oupathb ee Bosochl, M Kariora, HarpsiKeHHO B3IJISHYB MPSIMO €MY B JIMI0, OYEHb OCTOPOKHO TOMPO-
cua:

— MBan AnekceeBud, 51 BHOBB mpoiiry Bac. OtBe3ute MeHs B [letepOypr, — rosioc ee coppascs,
HO OHa, CY/IOPOKHO CIJIOTHYB, Mpofokana: — OT4ero Bbl He MOKETe MOHSATH, YTO 51 HE MOTY Haxo-
JWUTHCS 3[€Ch BMECTE C BAMU. DTO HEMPABWIIBHO U. . .

Ona He ycrena J0roBopuTh, 100 VIBaH CTpeMUTENIBHO U KaJHO CXBATHII €€ B OObATHS U, TIOBa-
JIMB Ha KPOBaTh, Ha4YaJl HEUCTOBO I1eJI0BaTh ee ryObl. KaTs eqBa He 3a/I0XHY/IACh OT €ro HaTUCKA U
TMIONBITANIACh BHIPBAThCs. Ero ropsumii HEMCTOBBIN POT BCE CHIIbHEE PACHANISUIICS U TOUTH Kycal ee
ryobl. Karsi 3acToHasia rmoj HUM M Havala HEMCTOBO OTTAJKUBATh €ro, HO Y Hee HUYero He Ioy-
yriioch. CIycTsi MUHYTY MOJIONOHM YeJIOBEK OTCTPAHWIICS OT Hee, UyTh MPHIIOAHSBIINCH HA PyKax.
Pa3bspeHHO BiepyB B UCITyraHHbIE [J1a3a JEBYIIKY CBOM TEMHBIN YIPOXKAIOLIUI B30p, OH IPOU3HEC
XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Ecnu 1 eme pa3 ycrbliny OT Bac O TOM, 4TO BBl XOTUTE YeXaTbh, Bbl OyAeTe MOIBEPrHYTHI eIl
OOoJIbIIIEMY HAKa3aHUIO, YeM ITO. ..
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A. TemoBa. «JlecHOM KHS3b»

I'nasa IX. IIpo3penue

B nocnenyomue nau Karst B oo Mepe olyTusia, 4To 3HauuT HeloBoSIbCTBO MBaHa. C Helt
OH BOOOIIIe MepecTas pa3roBapruBaTh 1 JIake He CMOTpEl B eée CTOpOoHY. LIeiMu IHSIMY OH TTpomajast
Ha 0XOTe, BO3BPAIIASCH JIUIIIb IMO3/THO BeuepoM. YacTo OH MPUXOIWII B CHHSKAX U IJapariHax, OCTaB-
JICHHBIX TUKUMU oOuTaTesIsiMu Jieca Ha ero tene. W Karioma, Bujist, Kak OH oOpadaThiBaeT HEOOb-
e paHbl U MOpe3bl, XOTesIa TIOMOYb, HO He pelanach MPeJIoKUTh CBOU YCIYTH, UOO ero B3IJIsI
BBIpa’KaJl TAKOIO HETIPHA3HB, UTO JAEBYIIKA HEBOJBHO CKMMAJIACh OT HEMTPUSTHOro 03HoOa. OHa Oblna
HEMHOTO OIlIaparieHa ero N3MeHUBITMMCS TioBeieHreM. KaxIpiii Beuep, yxke MPUroTOBUB yXKHH, OHA
B3BOJIHOBAHHO kJIaJla €ro MPUXoja, B JyIle oracasch, 4to ViBaH He BepHercsa. EnBa oH BXomwi B
M30YIIIKY, TPeBOra BMHT OCTaBJIsiJla cep/lle JeByIKu. OHa MPUBETIIMBO yIbIOaIach MPAYHOMY OXOT-
HUKY U TIBITAJIACH HAJIAUTh ¢ HUM pasroBop. Ho ViBaH He oTBeYas el U JIMIIb XOJIOJHO CBepKasl Ha
Hee CBOMMHU TeMHO-3eJICHbIMU TJIa3aMH. 3aTeM MOJT4a Che/iajl PUTOTOBJICHHBIH €10 Y)KUH U OTIIPAB-
JISITICS 3aHUMAThCS JOMAITHUMH JieiaMu. Koson npoBa, pa3zenbiBal TYIIM TOMMAaHHBIX JKUBOTHBIX
WJTA YMHUT U30YIIIKY.
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A. TermoBa. «JIeCHON KHA3b»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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