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AHHOTaAIMUSA

CymecTtByeT NATh Marndeckux MupoB: Bendus, 3apma, Omanus,
®napus u Kactopa. Bce oHu cBsizaHel Mexay co0oil, U y Bcex
ecTb CBOsS 0COOeHHOCTh. K cokajeHWio, OJMHHAIUATh JIeT Ha3aj
Kacropy yxe ycrmenu 3axBaTUTh JAEMOHBI, KOTOpble KIMUYT cebs
BoslaHamu. KoHcTaHumm v e€ BepHOMY Opyry Koty Celky mpeacTouT
nyTelecTsre 1o AuBHOMY mMupy ®napus. IlpekpacHsle netaoriye
OCTpOBa M TeEW3akH, Marvsl U MoneTel Ha Kopadmsax. [IpopouecTBo
IJIACHT O TOM, 4TO pedsITa JOJKHBI CTIACTH STOT BO3AYIIHBIA MUP, TEM
cambIM BepHYB cebe Mup Kacropa m obe3omacuth Ipyrue MHUpH OT
HAIIECTBHUS TEMHBIX CHIL.
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I'maBa 1

IlepBas BcTpeua

Hauano ucmopuu. 24 urons 1968 e.

B HeGomnbioM ropoake Bunsops, okpy:KEHHBIM BOJOH, Cpe/int
IYCTBIHHBIX YJIUL, B MAJIEHBKOM U YIOTHOM JOMUKE KHUBET CEMbS
AJbMaH34: OTell, MaTh M UX MajieHbKas Jouypka KoHcraHums,
KOTOPasi CEroiHs Mpa3JHyeT 3aMeyaTesIbHbIM ITPA3IHUK C I0JTy-
YEHHUEM TIO/IapKOB.

KoHcranms — MajieHpKasi M XpyIikas ieBo4Ka ¢ OJ1eHOM Ko-
el M CBETVIBIMH, PYCBIMH BOJIOCAaMH, KaK y €€ MaMbl ¥ OOJIBIIN-
MU, CHHAMH IJIa3aMHU, Kak y €€ otua. [JIeBouke ucronHsaercs ce-



TOJHSI BOCEMb JIET. XOTh 3TO U HEKpyIyasi 1aTa, HO IJis IeTer
KKl UX JI€Hb poxJeHus BaxeH! Pogurenn neBouku, Kara-
puHa u JI9BUI, — OYeHb NMPUATHAS M KpacuBas napa. Mx cowo3
CYUIIECTBYET yke JOBOJIbHO a0iro! [To3HaKkoMUIUCh OHH, €IlE, B
MIO/IPOCTKOBOM Bo3pacTte, korjga Katapune ObUTO IIeCTHAAIATD,
a IsBuny BocemHaanath. OHU Tak CHJIBHO JIIOOST APYT Opyra,
YTO BEPUTCS — JIIOOOBb JICHCTBUTEIILHO CYITIECTBYET, U OHH TOMY
SIPKUU TIPUMED.

Tak Kak ceMbsi HEJaBHO Iepeexajia B HOBBI TOpod, Opy3ei
y KoHcranmmm coBcem He ObUTO, Ja ¥ POIUTENN HU C KEM eIle
He OOINATCS B TOPOJIKE, & BCe POACTBEHHUKH JKUBYT “Ha JIpy-
I'OM KOHLIE CBETa”, HO MOJAPKU /11 MAIIOTKU BCE-TAKU MPUCTIA-
7 K cpoky. Ha mpa3zanuk Karapuna ucrnieksia BKyCHeHIvii KiryO-
HUYHBIA TOPT, KOTOpbIid 000kaeT Koncranims. CTon BHIIJISAAT
U3SIITHO )T TAKOTO KOJIMYECTBA YeJIOBEK: Oeast CKaTepTh C y30-
pamu, rmoceperHe CTosiia Ba3a ¢ OyKeTOM KPACHBIX U OeJTbIX PO3,
KOTOPBIE POCJIM B CaJly Y MaMbl, Ky4a pa3JU4HbIX CalaTOB U KOH-
(etsl pazabIx BUIOB. [leBOUKa CHITBHO O0paI0BaJIach BCEMY, UTO
MIPUTOTOBWJIM J1JI1s1 HEE CETO/IHS POUTEIM, HO BCE ke, KOe-Yero
OHA OXMJIAET C HETEPIIEHUEM — MTOAAPOK !

Bce o4eHp BKYCHO MOKYIIAIM, HO OCTAJIach EIE Ky4ya HETpO-
HyTOU efibl. KOHCTaHIM S Chela TOBbKO OAHY MOPLMIO CalaThKa U
napy koHdet. HykHo ke OCTaBUTb B KMUBOTE MECTO JJIsl CAMOIO
BKYCHOIO B Mupe TopTa!

TyT, HeoxunaHHO 11 KOHCTaHIMM, MOCHBIIAICS JIETKUI
CTYK BO BXOJIHYIO0 1Bepb. Mama u [lana oTripaBUIMCh OTKpbIBATh,



a JIeBOUYKa ocTajach cuJeTh Ha Mecte. OHa Aymasna, KTO 3TO MO-
JKeT OBITb.

Paznancs roinoc mamsl.

— KoHcranuus, uau ciopa! — no3pajna Mama JIOUypKy.

JleBouka ObICTpO TpuOekaia Ha 30B Mambl. Korja oHa yBu-
Je7ia KTO 3TO, ybIOasich, €€ I71a3a HAMOTHUIVCH enlé OOJIbIIei
PaIoCThIO.

— C Iuém Poxnenus! — B ouH rosioc ckazaiu OadyIika u
JeyIKa.

— babymka! lemymka! Bl npuexamu! — ona modesxasia K HUM
B OOBSTHSI.

— [Ipusert, munas! — oOHsIa e€ GadyIka.

— He mornu xe Mbl IpomycTuTh TBOM J1eHb, KoHHU! — paocT-
HO CKasaJl IeAyIIKa, B3SB Ha PYUKH JIEBOUKY.

— JlamneHnbko, Mam, Tiar, Bbl, CKOpee Bcero, rojojanbie. JlaBaii-
Te pa3JeBalTeCch U UIEMTE 3a CTOJI, — cka3asia Karapuna.

— Ha... Kars He noxaena ceromHs npoayKToB. Eii Obl TOJIBKO
CKOPMHTH €€ KOMY-HUOY/Ib, — cKa3an [[aBuj, B3pIxas, a mocie
YXMBUTbHYJICS.

— Xax! Kak cmemno, [IsBun! Haméncs Tyt mytHuk! — oTBe-
tuna Karapuna.

Bce nocmestuch, a KoHcTanus cnesna ¢ pyk JAeAyIiky U 1o-
Oexara ooparHo 3a cro. [To3xke K Hel Bce MPUCOEIMHUIIHCH.

babymka u nenymka Koncraniumum no mamunou iuau. OHu
OueHb pUsATHBIE JiIoau. VX coro3 okazasncst HeoObryHbIM. [lemytin-
Ka TOp/IbIi U CUJIbHBIN, KAKUM U JIOJDKEH ObITh MYKUYMHA, HO OH



JOOUJT TOITYTUTh, & OCOOSHHO JIIOOUJT MOAIITYYMBAThH HAJT JTI000-
BBIO BCEW CBOeH u3HW. baOyika muias U 1o0past KeHIIHa,
KOTOpasi HUKOT/Ia He OOMXKaiach Ha IITyTKU MYy’Ka, TOTOMY 4TO e
camMoil ObUIO BEceslo, M OHa JII0OWIIa OTBEYaTh €My TOH ke MOHe-
TOI. BOT Tak OHM CONUIMCH, MOALTYYMBAsI IPYT HAJL IPYTOM.

U BOT, cIIycTsl Yac KOMHATA HATIOIHUJIACh CMEXOM H eIIIE O0JTb-
IIAM CYACTHEM.

— Babymika, a Mama MPUroToBUIA MOU JIIOOUMBINA KJIyOHUY-
HBIIA TOPT! — PaJOCTHO CKa3aja JIeBOYKA.

— IIpaBna? He tepnutcst morpo6oBath, — OTBETHIIA OadyIIKa
C YJIBIOKOM.

— Cornacen! KarapuHa, HecH ye TOpT, — MpOBOpYAJ Hara.

U BOT, camoe npeKpacHoe B MUPE TBOPEHNE HAXOIUTCS MEPe/
HocoM KoHcrannuum. JleBouka co CIIOHKaMU CMOTpEa Ha TPEX-
CJIOMHBIN OeJbIid TOPT C psAiaMK KIIYOHMKH, TJ1a3ypb OKpyKaja
KaXblii CIIOM, TaK e Ha KaX/OM cJioe ObUIM CBEUH, a Ha Bep-
XyHIKe cTosiia g pa BOCEMb U3 IOKOIA/1a, OKPYKEHHAsI CBeva-
MH.

— Kakas 1o1 B3pocias, KoHHH, yxe BOCEMB JIET. .. — CKa3aJl Je-
AYyILIKA, 33/lyMaBILIICh TaK, KaKk OyJTO BCIOMUHAET CBOE AETCTBO.

— MHe elie He BoceMb JieT! MHe UCITOJIHUTCS BOCEMb, KOTIa
1 33/1y10 CBe4H! — cKa3aJia IeBOUKa.

— Ox, Hy IPOCTH, MUJIas1, — TIOCMESIICS JISYIIIKA.

— Io sTOMYy, 51 He Oyay MX 3a1yBaTh, — YJIbIOHY/IACh IEBOYKA.

— Kooonun, gymaio — He BBIAAET, — TOXE MOCMESUICS Tamna. —
Tebe B mob0oM ciryyae UCTIoNHUTCS BoceMb JieT! Tol poaunack B 9



Bedepa. [1o aToMy, pOBHO B JIEBATH TeOE UCTIOTHUTCS BOCEMb. A
CBEUU CO3/IaHbI JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI 3ara/IbIBaTh C UX MIOMOIIIBIO JKe-
nanue! Hy a ceituac yxe 8:55. He nopa niu npuaymats xkenanve?

JleBouka axHyJsa M 3a)KMYypUJIa I71a3a, JyMasi O JKeJIaHUHU.

“Xody... X04y... XO4y KUTh Ha JIETAIOIIMX OCTpoBax!” — mpo
ce0s1 momymana Konum.

— PoBHO nieBATh yacoB! 3agyBaid, — KpUKHYJI [ana.

W neBouka 0qHUM AYHOBEHMEM IOracuiia BCE CBEUM Ha TOPTE.

— Xax, a3T0 TasiaHT! 3a1yBarh C IEPBOTrO pa3a CTOJIBbKO CBEY, —
MOCMESLICS JIeAyIIIKA.

— A Terniepb Noapok ! — moTpedoBasia JIeBOYKA.

— 3! Hy He Toponuch Th TakK, — YIBIOHYJIACh MaMa JI0UKe. —
CHauana mokyuiai TopT, a narna Mnoka CXOIUT U MPOBEPUT MO-
napok, — Karapuna nepesena B3misa Ha [IaBuna v noqMurHysia
€My, a TOT Cpa3y e BCE MOHST U MOCTENINT 32 TOIaPKOM.

— Ila! CHavana Mot TIOOMMBIN TOPTHK ! — TOCMesiIach IeBOY-
Ka U IPUHSUIACH €r0 KYIIaTh.

[Moka meBouka yruierana TOpT U He oOpallaia BHUIMaHUe Ha
BCE OKpY:Karoliee, HaCJIaXJasCh MPEKPACHBIM COYETaHUEM BKY-
coB, JI9BU/ aKKypaTHO 3allIEN B KOMHATY.

— Munas, ¢ JIném PoxaeHns, — CHOKOMHBIM IOJIOCOM CKa3all
Tara, 4ToOkI. .. He UCITYTaTh TOJAPOK ?

JleBouka OBICTPO MEPEeKTIOYNIACh Ha MIPOUCXOJAIIEE U PE3KO
NOBEpHY/Iach. B pykax y mamsl cujien MaJleHbKUIA Oelblidi KOTE-
HOK. Ero miasku ObllM COHHBIMU, BUIUMO €My TTOMeIIaly CIIo-
KOIHO cnath. KoHcTaHIMs 3aKpbUia poT pyKaMu OT YAUBJICHUS



Y 13 €€ I71a3 MOJIWJINUCh KaleJIbKU CIIE3.

— KOTHK? — TMXMM TOJIOCKOM CIIPOCHWJIA JA€BOYKA. — DTO Ke
npaBJa KOTUK?

— Ha, muias. 910 KOTUK, — CKa3ajla MaMa TOXe MOYTH I1avya
OT PaJIOCTH IOUKH.

JleBouka nmoOesxaia M akKypaTHoO B3siia KOTéHKa. Crierka rnpu-
’kaJa ero K cede, kKak OyaTo Oosiyiachk ciioMatb. BMecTe oHu cMOT-
peauch camMoOM HEBMHHOW Mapoykod B mupe. JleBouka cena ¢
KOTEHKOM Ha [IMBaH, MOJIOKWJIA HA CBOM HOTH, a TOT MOCIYIII-
HO ynérca u 3amypislkasl. OnHon pykou KoHcTaHnus BeiTrpaa
CJIE3bI, a IPYroM Miaauia Korta.

— Mawma, nana, cnacu6o 605blI0e, — Yepe3 CIE3bI cKa3ala Je-
BOUKA.

— Hy, Hoporas, Bceraa, noxanyucra. Ho modyemy TbI Iu1a-
Yelllb? — CIPOCUJIa MaMa, CEB PAIOM C AEBOYKOM.

— 9710 KOTHK, MamMa! { Tak cuactimBa. I Tak XxoTena KOTHKa.
Ho s He mpocuiia y Bac ero, motoMmy 4To Aymalia, 4to OH Oyaer
BaM MelllaTh, a Bbl nogapwiv. Kak Bel y3HAIN?

— MpI ke TBoM ponutend. Mbl 3HaeM BCe TBOW kKeaHus! —
I'PaH/IMO3HO CKa3aJl OTell.

— He npeyBenuuuBsaii, [IaBua, — nocmestiach Karapuna. — Mol
IPOCTO... 3HAJIM, — yTaWia MpaBay Mama, YJIsOHyBIIHCh. — [la
Y OH COBceM He OyjieT HaMm Meniath! Mbl Oyziem ero JioOuTh Tak
JKe, KaK U ThlI!

Ha camom pnienie, oHM MPOCTO CIIy4YallHO YCIIBIIIANY, KaK Jie-
BOUKA Wrpajla B OMUHOYECTBE Y ceOsl B KOMHATE U BCIIYX TOBO-



prJia 0 TOM, Kak ObLJIO ObI XOPOIIIO, ec/ii Obl OHA Urpaja cernvac
C KOTUKOM.

Ho neBouky ysxe He uHTepecyeT 3ToT Bonpoc. ['onydoro 1iBeta
MaJIeHbKHE KpYyIJIble IJ1a3a OTKpbUIMCh. KOTEHOK MpOCHYJICA OT
MIPOUCXOMSIIETO U BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MPOAOJIKATD JIeXKaTh, OH
IpYcesT U HayaJl OOHIOXMBATh JIEBOYKY, a 3aT€M HaydaJl JIU3aTh e
JIMILIO.

Pa3nancs cyacyiMBbIi AETCKUN CMEX.

— Kotuk He Hafio MeHs IeKOTaTh, — APYKEeTIOOHO CKOMaH/I0-
Basia KOHHM, HO He OCTaHaBIMBaJsa €ro, OHa HA0OOPOT pagoBa-
Jlack TOMY, 4TO OHa, BpPOJE KakK, IOHPABUJIACH KOTY.

— MoskeT OH XO4eT MUTh, — MpeArnonokmIa 6adymnka. — Cxoau,
KonHwu, Haneit eMy B OJTIOIIIE BOTUYKH.

JleBouka mocTaBrjIa KOTEHKA Ha JIMBaH, a caMma IOCTIEIInIa
Ha KyxHI0. B3sB Tam mepBoe momnasiieecs: OJIOJICUYKO U, HAJIUB
B CTakaH BOJAY M3-TIOJ] KpaHa, OHa ObICTPO BepHYJIaCh OOpATHO.
KoHcraHmus npuicena KoJeHKaMu Ha TIOJ, TIOCTaBIIa OII0IEYKO
Y HaJIWJIa TyAA BOJIbL, 4 MOTOM B3s1JIa KOTEHKA U MMOCTABUIIA PSAOM
¢ OnmoALieM, yKa3blBasi MaJIbUMKOM Ha BOJY.

— Koruk, neit BoguuKy, — HEKHO ITPOU3HECIIA OHA.

KoT€Hok mocmoTpest Ha IEBOYKY, a IOTOM Ha Boxy. OH ocTo-
POXKHO JOTPOHYJICS HOCOM JI0 BOOAUYKHU U TIOTOM CITOKOWHO Ha-
YaJl JIakarh.

— KoHcranuus, moxet, npugymMaeniib uMs Koty ? Tsl Beapb eme
HE 33/lyMbIBaJIach HaJl HUM? — CIIPOCUJI Ie1yIIIKA.

— Yry, He 3Hal0, HO MOXET Ha3BarTh €ro... Cerkun? — cnpocuiia



JIEBOUYKa, ITOCMOTPEB Ha BCEX.

— HeoOpruHOE MMS1, — cKa3asl MaMa, — a OTKY/Ia Thl €ro B3sij1a?

— B kHure Bujesna, — oTBeTUIIA JEBOYKA.

— A naBaii TOCMOTpPUM, — Hayasl TOBOPUTD oTell. — OT30BETCS
OH Ha Hero win Het? Eciu oT30BETCA, TO OCTaBUM 3TO UMS, a
€CJI HeT, npuayMaeM HoBoe? M? — npemioxkun IaBu.

KoHcTanus nocMoTtpena Ha KOTEHKa.

— Celikuy, — 103BaJjia OHA HEKHBIM I'OJIOCOM KOTEHKA, HO TOT He
oTpearupoBaj U MPOAOJIKaJ JlakaTh Boay. — He or3biBaerc. ..

— Hy, mpocto naii eMy 10mUTh BOGMYKY ¥ IOMPOOYid CHOBA, —
CKazajia MaMa, OCMESIBILUCH.

Mawma u nana cesu 3a CTOJM U MPOJO/KUIU Pa3roBOp, MHOT/IA
HaOImo/1ast 3a KOTEHKOM, a KoHcTaHus ycenach Ha JUBaH U Ha-
yaJia TEPIEIUBO KJaTh, KOrga KOT JOIBET.

— Kotuk TbI Takou MasieHbkui. 1 Kak B TeOs1 BJI€3aeT CTOIBKO
BOJIbI? — C 3a0aBHBIM TOHOM I10;KaJIOBaJIach JIEBOYKa.

— He narnerait Ha Hero, pofHasi, — mocMesiiach OadyIika.

Koté€nok ormycTomm Omojlie, JOBOJILHO TMOTSHYJICS U HavYaul
MBITbCS. KOHCTaHIMs cpasy ke 3TO YJIOBWJIA U PE3KO, HO OCTO-
POKHO IMO3BaJIa KOTEHKA.

— Celiky, — CHOBA MO3BaJjia €ro AeBOYKa, 00Jiee HACTOMYNBO,
HO HeXHO. TOT mocmMoTpesn Ha He€, MOAOLIEN K €€ Horam, Haqal
TEPEThCs U MYPJIbIKaTh. [leBOUYKa paIoCTHO B3sij1a €r0 Ha PYKH.

— Ceilky, — CHOBa Ipou3Hecsa oHa ero ums. E€ nuio eme
CHJIbHEE 3aCBETUJIOCHh OT cuacThsl. — CelKu, 3HaUuT, Tebe Hpa-
BUTCs 9T0 MM ? VI MbI Oyziem ¢ TOOO0U JpyKUThH?



KoT€Hok npopomkan MypiiblkaTh, CMOTPsI Ha IEBOUYKY. KOoHHU
B35JIa €T0 Ha PYKHM M HEXHO MPUKAJIA €0 MAJIEHbKYIO TOJIOBY K
CBOEMY JIMITY, @ KOTUK Hadas e€, Kak OyJITo, I1eJIOBaTh B IIEUKY.

— Ceiiku, 51 O6yny 3a00TuThes 0 TeOe! Y Hukorga He Oporiry! —
U3 e€ mia3 CHoBa MOMWINChH Cié3bl. — Celiku, MbI Beeraa Oynem
¢ T0OO# Apy3bsimMH!

Bckope KoHcrannus 3a3eBajia M OTIIpaBUIIACh CIaTh BMECTE
CO CBOMM MaJIeHbKMM ApyroM. OHa HEXHO YJOXHJIa ero Ha Io-
JyIIKe U YKPbLIA OfIESTIOM, HO TOT Yepe3 BpeMsi COeKal U yercs
B HOTaX JIEBOUKH.

Balymika u neayiika octaiuck 3aeck. Katapuna u JIsBuj Ha-
CTauBAJIM HA TOM, YTOOBI OHM HE eXaju B OTeJb U HOUEBAIU Y
HUX JIOMa, SIKOOBI 3[ICIITHIE OTEJIU YKacHBI, a y HUX Jjoma Oosee
yioTHO 1 KoMopTHO. KatapuHa 1 e€ mama oOmamch 060 BCEM,
YTO MPOU3O0IILIO C HUMU 3a ABA rOfa, MOKA OHU HE BUJIEJHCH,
yOupaiu Bc€ co CToJa, BBIMBUIM MOCY/Y Y BBHITWIU €ni€ Mo va-
HIeuKe ropsiuero yas. A [IsBuj ¢ AeAylIKOM CUIeNIM Ha BepaH/ie
Ha JIBYX MSTKUX, MAJICHBKUX KPEC/axX M TOXe 0OCYXIan BCE,
YTO MPUXOJWIO B TOJIOBY, MO HOYHbBIE 3BYKH MPUPOIBL.

UYepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs 3TOT MaJIeHbKUW, HO TAKOW CYACT-
JIVBBIN JIOMHK U3 HEOOJIBIIIOTO TOPO/A C IyCTHIHHBIMU YJIUIIAMH,
MOTPY3UJICS B COH.



14 urons

— Celiky, anopt! — 1eBoYKa Jajla KOMaHAy KOTEHKY Y KMHYJIA
MaJjKy, HO TOT HAYEro He MOHSUI U HavyaJl HEMMOHUMAIOIIE CMOT-
peTbh Ha KoHcTaHmo.

IleBouka npucesia psijioM ¢ KOTOM.

— Ceiikuum, Thl JOJKEH MOHSATH, UTO, KOTJa sl Kpuuy “anopt”,
THI JOJDKEH OeXarhb 3a IMaJIKOH, — IbITaach KOHHU OOBSICHUTH
KOTY, HO TOT JIMIIIb Ha4aJl JI3aTh CBOU Jiallbl.

— KoHcrannus, 4ro Thl Aeaels? — Cupocuia, MaMa, YBU/IEB
CBOIO JIEBOUKY BMECTE C KOTOM.

— 4 xouy Hayunth Celiku Oerath 3a MajaKoH, KOorja CKaxKy, —
BO30YXKJICHO CKa3aJia IeBOYKa.

Karapuna cierka nocmesiiace.

— KoHHH, HO OH ke KOTEHOK, a He NEcUK. OH He OyleT yuuThb-
¢ KOMaHzaM, — CcKasajga mama. — Jlyume cnenam u3 ¢paHTHKa



OaHTHUK, IPUBSIKU €ro K HUTOUKe U Oeraii ¢ HuMm, a Celiku Oyaer
JIOBUTB 3TOT OAHTHK.

HeBouka nogymarna.

— Ho g He Xouy mocTosiHHO Oerath... — mpomMsiminia KoH-
CTaHIUS, — 1a U KOTUK YCTAHET.

— Konnu, Ger — 310 croprt, a Cropt — 3T0 XOPOIIO, — HACTaM-
Bajla MaMma.

— Hy, xopoiio, — cornacunach geBouka. — Mamouka, a Kyga
THI TION1J1a?

— B marazus.

KoHHu cpasy ke MOHsia, 4TO TOSIBWICA INAHC TOKYIIATh
CIAJIKYIO efy.

— Mawma, a, Kyn KJIyOHUYHOE MOPOKEHOE, — ITOMpOCHJIa Jie-
BOUYKa, COCTPOMB MUJIoe JTUUuKo. — [loxkamnyiicra.

— XopoI110, HO THI MIOKYIIAEIIh CYTI, — CKa3aJla MaMa U OTrpa-
BUJIACh B MYTh.

Kak un mocoBeroBasia mama, KoHcraHiumsa crueiasia OaHTHK.
CHavaJia v e¥l ¥ KOTy OBLIO Becesio, HO HACKOJIBKO ObI JIETH ObUTH
HE SHePrUYHbI, OHU, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TOXKE JIIOIU. Y CTPOUBIIIKCH
B TEHbKE JIepeBa Ha TpaBe BMECTe C KOTEHKOM, JIEBOYKA HayaJia
MeUTaTh.

— Celiky, — cKa3aja I€BOYKa, yCTaBUIMM IOJIOCOM, — BOT TOJIb-
KO TIPEJICTaBb, KaK MbI C TOOOM JIETUM B JIOJIKE BOKPYT O POMHBIX
OCTPOBOB, KOTOpBIE MapAT B HeOe. DTO ke 370pOoBO!

Kotuk Bcero suiiib jiexan u Mypuai B OTBET.

— [IpaBaa, mama Obl ckazana, uro 3ro OYEHD onacho, — mo-



cMmesiiach AeBouka. — Ho ato u npaBaa onacHo, Ceiku, mo3To-
My s Oymy 3ammmarh Teds KOTMK! — 3asiBUjIa OHa. — A ToCTe
TOro, Kak Mbl [MOKaTaeMcsl Ha JIOJIKE, Mbl ITPUJIETUM Ha OJIMH U3
9TUX OCTPOBOB U BCTPETUM Ky4y I'OBOPAIIMX KUBOTHBIX, KOTO-
pble OYeHb JTIOOST ITOrOBOPHTH U, TIPaB/a, 3TO OBICTPO OBl HAJIO-
eno! — mocMmesiack AeBouka. — Ho 3ato Thl TOe Oyaelis roBo-
puthb! 5 cMory monumarh Tedst! Mbl CMOXkeEM pa3roBapuBaTh 000
BCEM!

UYepes HekoTOpOe Bpemsl BepHyJach MaMa. KoHCTaHLMA U
Celiky OCTIENMIIA IOMOM, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh, YTO OHA KYITH-
na. JleBouka B3si71a MOPOKEHOE, HO, M0 CJI0BaM MaMbl, OHa €ro
HE CBECT, IT0Ka HE MOKYILAET CYII, a KOTY J10CTaJIC BKYCHEHUIIINI
KOPM C KYPHIIECH.

W BOT HaurpaBIIKCh U HAEBIIKCh, OHU OTIIPABUJIMCh B KOMHA-
Ty. 3aiaa B KoMHaTy, CelKu 3alpbirHy/I Ha KPOBaTh, a JIEBOY-
Ka yCTpeMWIach OCTaBaTh U3 MiKada KOPOOKY ¢ KHUTaMU, KO-
Topylo el nopapuu Gabymika u geaymka. Kopooka Obina Kpa-
cuBasi, Jaxke IMHKapHas. BelkuabiBaTh €€ ObLIO ObI OrpOMHOM
omOkoi. OHa Obl1a KpacuBO yKpailieHa y3opamu. U nocepenu-
HE KPacoBaJIOCh HA3BaHUE CEPUM ITUX KHUT. DTO OblIa IeTCKas,
NpUKJIIOYeHYecKas iuTeparypa u3 6 kaur. Kaura 6puta mpo rnpu-
KJIIOYeHue B Apyroil Mup. KoHcTaHmM oueHb NoHpaBuilach 31a
cepusi, U OHA YMTaIa €€ KaxX/blil JeHb.

Boo6ie, kak Tonmpko KarapuHa Hayuunia cBOKO JIEBOYKY YH-
TaTh, Ta OYEHb CUJIBHO 3aWHTEpecoBajiach uTeHueM. M BCE Bpe-
Ms Mpocuia Y MaMbl HOBble KHUTM. OHA ¢ MHTEpPECOM YMTana



JlaKe HAy4HYIO JIUTepaTypy, XOTsl MHOTJA OHA YEro-To B HeWl He
noHumasna. Bc€ ms neBouku ObLIO TaK MHTEPECHO U TO3HABA-
TesibHO. KatapuHa u [I3Buj TOJIbKO paloBaJIUCh TAKOMY YBJIeUe-
HUIO JOYKH U C paJIoCThi0 MOKyNAIM eil HoBble KHUTU. Ho, naxe
YyuTasi yMHble KHUTH, A€BOYKA BEpUa B CYILIECTBOBAHUE BCETO
HECYIIECTBYIOLLEr0. MeuTa o JIETAIIMX OCTPOBAX Y HEE MOSIBU-
JIOCh OT BJIOXHOBEHU S (pIHTE3MNHBIMU KHUramu. OHa He YynTaia
KHUT O JIeTallux octpoBax. OHa cama BbAymMasla 3TOT MUDP U
ero Bo3MokHOCTH. “ [Tapsiiuye ocTpoBa. .. Kak ObUIO ObI 3J0POBO
CMOTPETH BlIaJIb, HA IPYTHE OCTPOBA, KOTOPbIE BHU3Y U HABEPXY,
a TIOTOM CECTb Ha JIOJIKY W B3JIETEeTh HaJl HUMHU. ~ — JlymMasa oHa.

V:ke HacTynuJ1 MO3JHUI Beuep, a JEeBOYKA BCE ITO BPEMs Uu-
Taja BCIYX, YTOObI KOTUK TOXE CIIYIIAT 3Ty YAUBUTEIbHYIO UC-
Topulo. Bopyr, B KOMHaTy BXOIUT Mama.

— KoHcranuus, foporasi, — MaMa IMpUCaKMBAETCsl HA KPOBaT-
ke. — JlaBaii 3akaH4YMBall YMTATh, YUCTH 3yOKU U JIOKUCH CHATh.

JleBouKa MOJIOKWIA 3aKJIAAKy MEXy CTPaHULAMH, JOBOJIb-
Hasl 3aKpbUla KHUTY U TIOJIOXKIIIA €€ Ha TYMOOUKY PSIZIOM C KO-
BaTkoi. [Toka neBoyka unctmia 3yOku, KarapuHa pacrpasuiia
el KpoBaTh.

— Mawma, a Thl TIOJIEKHUIITL CO MHOW? — BEpHYJIach IEBOYKA U3
BAHHOU.

— Koneuno, noporas.

JleBouka Jieryia, ONOXKKUB KOTUKA K ceOe Ha JKUBOT, TOT IO-
CITYIITHO JIET ¥ HavaJl 3achinath. Mama siexxana psaoM Ha OOKy U
CMOTpEJIa Ha CBOIO JIEBOUKY.



— Cellky Tak TPOMKO MYPJIBIUET, — cJerka nocMestiach Kara.

— W npaBaa, — neBouka yauBMIach U TOXe MocMesiachb. — Ma-
Ma, MOXHO TeOsI CIIPOCHUTH?

— Ha, noporas?

— Jlpyrue Mupsbl CylecTBYIOT?

Karapuna yipi0Hymach.

— Het HMYero HecyliecTByOLIEro.

— 3HAuUT, U JIETAIL1e OCTPOBA CYILIECTBYIOT?

— IloHrMmaenib, B 3TOM MUPE 3TUX OCTPOBOB TOUHO HET, a BOT
B KaKOM-HUOY/Ib JIPYyTOM, MOXET €CTb.

— A Tyaa MOXHO IONacTh?

— Hy... He 3nHao. HaBepHoe, OTKpBIBAIOTCS KaKue-HUOYIb
MOPTaJIbl, — 33AyMAaBIIIKCh, OTBETWIA Mama. — ToJbKO, He crpa-
IIMBaM, KaK HAUTU UX WM KaK OTKPbITh, — TOCMESIACh OHA.

— Hy, maaama, ckaxu, — cmesAch, norpocuna Konuu. — Ter
MOX0Xke B Kypce!

— 41 ve 3Ha, KonHn, — Ha Jjmile MaMbl ITOSBWIACH JIETKas
yneiOKa. — YecTHo!

Onu 00e CHOBa MOCMESTUCH, a 3aTeM, 33 JyMaBIIINCh, 3aMOJI-
yasiu. U Bckope KatapuHa 3amernia, 4To €€ JAeBOYKa yke 3a-
KpbLia ra3a. OHa OCTOPOKHO BCTala U TUXOHBKO MOCTIENINIA K
BBIXO[1y, BBIKJIIOUMB CBET.

— Mawm, — BIpYr NOCJIbIIAJICS C33A1 COHHBIM TOJIOCOK.

- Ha?

— MoxeT HyXHO ObITb OCOOEHHBIM, YTOOBI TTOPTAT OTKPBLI-
ca? — cnpocuina KoHuHu.



— Henb3s ynyckath Takol BapuaHTt, — 3ametuiia Kars. — Kax-
TIBIIA YeJIOBeK OCOOEHHBIN TI0-CBOeMy. Tak 4To y BCeX ecTh BO3-
MOXHOCTb, — B3H0XHYy1a Karapuna. — Tak, KoHHu, ecnu Tol
BCTPETHIIIb KOrJa-HUOYIb KaKOK-HUOY/Ib MOpTaJl, He CMel Tyna
nazarb. MlHaue, Thl HE CMOJKEIlb BEPHYTHCS JOMOM !

— Ho mam, oTKyza Tel 3Haenb? B KHUrax, KOTOpbIE 51 YUTAJIA,
BCE I'epOU BO3BPAIIAJIUCh TOMOM.

— KonHu, cniy, naBaii yxe, — nocmestjiach Mama. — CHOKOMHOM
Houn! JIio0Osmo Teds!

— U g 1ebs, mam! CriokoitHo#n HO4H!

JIBEpb 3aKpbLIaCh, 1 TEMHOTA HaroOJIHWIA KOMHATy. KoHCTaH-
1M 3aCHYJIa C MBIC/ISIMU O Jpyrux mupax. Ho tenepb onvH Bo-
MPOC HE BBIJIETAJ U3 FOJIOBBI MaJIeHbKOW JIeBOUKM: “I e ke Hau-
TH 3TOT nopran?”



23 urons

CeronHs ObLT OOBIYHBIN JIETHUH 1eHb. CBETWIIO COJIHIIE U ObI-
J10 )kapkoBato. KoHcTaHus cuena 3a CTojioM B CBOEM KOMHATe
U THITAJIACh HAPMCOBATh KapTHHY, KOTOpas u3o0paxkana Obl eé
coH, a CelKH CIIOKOMHO JpeMall Ha KPOBATKe.

B xomHary Bonuia Karapuna.

— KoHHu, yeM Thl 3aHMMaeIbes ?

— Pucyro cBoii coH.

— XM, a 4To TeOe MPUCHWIOCH TAKOE, YTO ThI PEIUIa 3TO 3a-
nieyamieTh Ha Oymare? — 3aMHTepecoBaJlach MaMa.

— Kak s u Ceiiky Hayumnch JietTath! Mbl ipbirajiv Ha oOna-
KaxX, 1 OHU Ka3aJIUCh TAKUMU MSATKMMU U MyIUCTeIMU. [ToTOM
MBI CIIPBITHYJIA C HUX B BOIy. BbIJIO OY€Hb CTPAIITHO MPBITaTh U3-
32 BBICOTBI, HO Mbl BCE PaBHO MPBITHYJIU, ¥ TIOTOM 51 TPOCHYJIACh.

— Oro! 3noporo! He momHI0 1axe, CHUIOCH JIU KOra-HUOY b
MHE YTO-TO TAKO€ MHTEPECHOE U HEOOBIYHOE.

— Huyero, mama, eciiv He CHUJIOCH, €1IE MPUCHUTCS !

— Koneuno, npucHutcsi! — KarapuHa yxe codupanach yxo-
JIUTb, HO TIOTOM BCIOMHMWIIA. — KcTaTh, Kako AeHb Thl yKE CH-
quib foma? IlocMoTpu Ha ynuiie Kak Xoporo. MoxeT, CXOAUIIb
nporyysaThesi ¢ Cerku 10 JeTckou momanku? [lozHakomunibes
TaM C IPyTUMH peOsSTaAMU.

— Ha ynuue Tak kapko... He oxoTa!

— Hy-ny, Ha o6oport Ha ynuiie xoporo! [laaii mporynsiics, a
TO TaK BCIO )U3Hb MPOCUIUIIIL 32 KHUTAMH.



— Hy nagHo. .. TOMTbKO 3aKOHUYY KapTHUHKY.

— YMmHunuka mos! — PagoctHo ckazana Kara m ornpasuiace
110 CBOUM [I€JIaM.

JleBouKka ¥ KOTEHOK IILTM IO TOPOKKE, YIOKEHHOU KaMHEM.
Ha opnoii cropoHe Obuta rmyOoKasi pedka, KOoTopasi OTAessiia
JPYTYIO 9YacTh TOPO/A, 1O KOTOPOH MOKHO OBLIO JOOPATHCS TOJTh-
KO 4epe3 MOCTUK. Hen3BecTHO 1o KakuM MpUYUHAM, OH Ha3bl-
Bajics — MocT PazeH. Dta cropoHa ropoja Obuia KpacuBee TOM,
Ha KOTopo# kuBeT KoHcTaHMs. 31ech KUIu OqHA Oorauu, 3a-
HUMAIOIIHE BHICOKHE TOJKHOCTHU B OOJIBITMHCTBE TIOIMTHUECKUX
npodeccusix. be3 HUX 3TOT ropop nepecrai Obl paciiBeTaTh. Xo-
Ts1 ceiiyac pa3BUTHE TOPOJIKA OCTAHOBUIIOCH Ha IOCTUTHYTOM. Ha
JPYToil CTOPOHE JOPOTH pacriojiarajiach 4acTb TOPOJIa, Ie KUK
oObIuHBIe IOAK. Tak ke B 3TOW YacTH ropoa ObLIH pa3InJyHbIe
Mara3vHBl.

Hyn cBexuil Berepok. KoHcTaHIuMs, 3aJyMaBIIUCh, CMOTpe-
7a Ha He6o, a CelKu MPOCTO MIEN PSIOM C HEel U pas3IIisiIbIBAT
OKpyKaroiee.

— Tak cTpainrHo 3HAKOMHTBCS C KeM-TO. .. — ckazajia Konnu. —
Mosxer, Jiyuliie mpocTo MporyasThes mo ropony? f 3aech eme
MHOT'0 4ero He Bujesa. Bo3MOXHO, 4TO-TO U3MEHUIIOCh.

Kak Obl CHIIBHO JIeBOYKA HE XOTesia WITH Ha TUIOMIAJKY, HO
OHM BCE PaBHO UM TI0 HAITpaBJIeHUIO K Hel. Kak u oxumanock,
KOTJIa OHU TMPUIIUIM K MyHKTY Ha3HAuUeHMsl, Ha TUIOHIaKe ObLIO
MHOTO JIeTel, ¥ Bce OHU ObUTM pa3HbIX Bo3pacToB. KoHcTaHIms
B3/IOXHYJIA U MOLUIA TyAA.



Bce netu urpanmu apyr ¢ apyrom, Beceaunch. KoHHM ke cu-
neina BMecte ¢ CelkM Ha CKaMeMKe M CMOTpEJIa Ha X paiyIoiiy-
ecs uiia, Aymas: “3auem s croja BooOire mpunuia?”

JleBouKa He BblAEpKasla CKyKU U yXke XOTesla YUTH, HO K Hel
KTO-TO IOJOILEN.

— Ilpuser, 310 TBOM KOTEHOK? — CIIPOCHJT MAJIbUYUK, [TOCMOT-
peB Ha KoHCTaHIIMIO IIa3aMM TaKOTO K€ CUHEro 1IBETa, KaK y Hee
caMoit, a ero OJIOHJVHHUCTBIE BOJIOCHI OJIeCTe N Ha COJTHIIE.

KoHHM nocMoTpesia Ha Hero v B OTBET KUBHYJIA, & OH € MUJIO
YIIBIOHYJICSL.

— MOXHO noriaguThb?

KoHHU cHOBa B OTBeT KMBHYJa. MajbuMK Cesl Ha CKaMEUKy
u Hayas riaauth Ceiiku. KOTEHOK CIIOKOMHO MPUHSLT €ro NorJia-
JKUBAHUS.

— Moé€ nmsa bannep, — ckazan MalbuvK, pe3KO ITOCMOTPEB B
rna3a Konnu.

— A-a... g KoHcTaHus, — CMyIIIEHHO MPOU3HECa JIeBOYKA.

— KpacuBoe nmsi, — oH ysIbIOHYJICS €1 ¥ TOTOM ITePEeBEN B3I
Ha KOTE€HKa. — A Kak 30ByT TBOero apyra?

— Ero 30ByT Celiku.

— Takoe xe HEOOBIYHOE UMSI, KaK U y XO3SMKHU. YTO k! — OH
BCTaJ CO CKaMerKu, CeMKM OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH OTKPBLUI I71a3a U
B3JISIHYJI HAa Masibuuka. — [IpusTHO no3Hakomutcsi KoHcTaHums
u Ceiiku! [laBaiite 1pyxuthb?

— Hagaii, — pe3ko ckazasia Konnu. OHa yxe cuzena Bcs Kpac-
Has OT crecHeHUs. Hukorma oHa He ymara, 94ro OyleT ApyKuTh



¢ MaJbuiKkoM. — Kcraty, TBOE MMS TOXe HEOOBIYHOE U KPacH-
BOe, — 0OaBmIIa ieBouka. OH yJIBIOHYJICS 1 TOOIarofapu eg.

— Torga, MOKeT, mporyJssieMcs B Apyroe mecro? 31ech CKyd-
HO, — MJIbUMK IPOTSIHYJI PYKY IEBOUKE.

— Hla, 31ech CKY4YHO, — COIJIacHJIach JIEBOYKA, YIBIOHYBIIMChH
eMy, ¥ B3si1a ero pyKy. OHu 0OMeHSITUCh pyKoroxkatueM. — [Tpu-
SITHO TIO3HAKOMMUTCSI, — ITOYTH 3a0bIB 00 3TOM, CKa3alia JeBOYKa.

— Hy, Torna novigémre! {1 3Ha10 01HO KpacMBOE MECTO, YBEPEH
BaM MOHPABUTCS !

MauiburK NPUBEN UX K PEKE, a TOYHEE CKa3aTh Ha JPyrou Ko-
Hell roposia. Ha mpotuBormnosnioxxHoM Gepery ObUI CIUIOIIHOM JieC,
KOTOPBIN OTpak)aics Ha BoJe. 31ech AeUCTBUTEIHHO ObUIO Kpa-
CHMBO, TeM OoJiee ISl MX MaJleHbKoro ropoaa. B BunBopne naxe
Y HET HUYEro 3HAYUTEIbHOTO, BPOJIE MAMSTHUKOB, HO KPACHBbIE
MECTa BCE K€ UMEIOTCS, XOTh U MaJIO.

111 oHM, KOHEYHO K€, JOJIrO M MOKa UX MyTh MPOAOJIKA-
Cs1 OHM 3HAKOMUJIMCH ApyT ¢ apyrom. [IpaBna, 6osbiiie Bcero ro-
Bopwt bannep, a KoHcraHiust meITanack nmoaiep:xuBaTh Oeceny.
On crapiie KoHcraHiuy Ha ABa rofa, Mo3TOMY OOIIATHCS UM
OBLIIO BCE ke Jierye.

— 3HauuTt, y Te0sl HET Apy3ei, MOTOMY UYTO BbI HEJIABHO Tepe-
€XaJIM B 3TOT TOPOJA? — CIPOCUIT MAJIbYHK.

— [a, g e1E He ycnesa HA ¢ KEM ITO3HAKOMUTbCS.

— [loHATHO, — KaK-TO rPyCTHO CKa3aJl MAJIbUMK U [OTOM J0-
6aBui. — Jlymato, st mory ObiTh TBOUM jApyrom! Eciu, koHeuHO,
ThI HE ITPOTUB?



— Her! 4 ne npotuB! — ckazaya neBovka Tak, Kak OyaTo eé
YIUITHYJTA JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI OHA 9TO BHIKPUKHYJIA.

Bannep nocmesics Hag KoHHM 1 mocMoOTper eu B 1J1a3a, a Je-
BOYKA MOKpacHeJsia, HO OTOM TOXe MOCMesiIach.

OHM CTOSUTM TIOUTH PSZIOM C BOAOU M BCSIKOE OOCYKAAH, a
Ceiiku UTpaj ¢ BOJTHAMU, KOTOpPbIE BCE OMMKe MPUOTKAINCDH K
HeMy, Kak OyaTo B3aMMHO pa3Biekaivch. CHavana pedsiTa pe-
IIWJIA TIOUTPaTh B JOTOHSUIKH, 3aT€M, CKYIIIaB 10 KOH(ETKe, KO-
TOpPbIEe OKa3aJIUCh Y MAJIbUMKa, IETH C/Ie1aIu U3 (paHTHKA OAHTHK
u urpam um ¢ Ceiku. beras no T€roMy necky, OHM CMESUIUCh
U pagoBaiuck. B atoT MomeHT KoHHU Oblia Tak cyacTIvBa.

CosHile yxe HaunHaJIO OTIYCKAThCs 32 TOPU3OHT. banjep, He
npuHUMasi otkaza KoHHU, mpoBogwi €€ U KOTEHKA A0 MX AO-
Ma. OHM OMPOIITAITUCH U TTOOOEIAIIH, IPYT APYTY, CHOBA BCTPE-
tutcsi. Katapuna v JIsBuj1 ObUIA YIUBJIEHBI TAKOMY 3HAKOMCTBY.
Onu 1ymanu, 4yTo Oy/IeT YTO-TO MOCPEACTBEHHOE U HE MaJIbUUK,
HO... KTO 3HaJ?

KoHcranmus, Bcst iepeBo30ykKIEHHAS TEM, UTO C HEll CeroaHs
MPOU3OIILTIO, €Jie YCHYJIa, HAJesICh, YTO T BCTPeUYa MOBTOPUTCS,
Kak oH — bangep — et moobGerai.

“bangep...”



I'maBa 2

JIyummii 1pyr

4 urons 1970

[Tponuto Tpu roma. KoHcraHumy yxe OOUHHAALATH JIET, HO
OHA TaK U OCTaJIaCh MAJIEHbKOM, XPYIIKOM IEBOYKOM, a CerKu U3
MaJIEHBKOTO KOTEHKA BBIPOC B KPACUBOI'0, MYKECTBEHHOTO KOTa,
¥ Terepb OH HOCHT Ha Iiee OaHaaHy KpacHoro 1Beta (KoHHu pe-
II1JIA, YTO ITO CHAEJIAET ero eie 0ojaee 0COOEHHBIM).

3a 310 BpeMsi KoHcTaHIMs opyKuUIach CO MHOTUMH peosi-
Tamu U3 Kjacca. EcTb ofHa 1eBoYKa, ¢ KOTOpOoi OHa o0Laach
yauie BCero, HO BOCIIPUHUMATh €€ MOJPYroil HEBO3MOKHO, TaK



Kak Ta 3aMeTHO 3aBuaoBajia Konnmu. E€ 3Banmm Dim3a. Ona u3
OoraToi ceMbt U CJIMIIKOM BBLICOKOTO MHEHHUS O ceOe.

Uro kacaercsa bangepa, To KoHcTaHuus Buaena ero TOJbKO
OJIVIH pa3, U 3TOT pa3 ObLI B TOT JA€Hb, KOTJIa OHU MTO3HAKOMMJIUCh.
Kak okazanocs, 24 utons 1968 roga on npona. [Jo cux nop ero
He HallUT, ¥ ponuTtenei y banaepa He 6bu10. B mKkone ero toxe
HUKTO TIOYTH HE 3HAJI, TOBOPHIIU, YTO OH ObLT HEOOIUTEIIbHBIN
MaJbUMK U 0COO0 He IMOKa3biBasl ceOsl ¢ APYKETOOHOU CTOPO-
Hbl. KoHHU y3Hasa 06 3TOM eIng B ToM Tofy, KOrjia B KJ1acce ero
BCIIOMHIJTM B Pa3roBope Kakue-To pedsTa. HUKTo He 3Has, 4to
IOCJIEHUM, KTO BUEN ero, Obliia Koncranmms.

ek

B xomuate KoHcranimu o6pa3zoBaach enas ononoreka. Eé
POMUTEINISIM TIPUIILIOCh MPUOOPECTH IBa KHYIKHBIX mKada (Ha
OoJtplliee He XBATWJIO MECTA): OJWH OOJIBIION, JPYroil MOMEHb-
mie. Kaxaplii Mecsl| KHUT CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE OOJIBbIIIE, KAK U CITH-
COK TOTO, YTO HY)KHO IpounTarh. KOHEYHO ke, 3TUX MKaQpIMKOB
OKazasioch MaJjio. KHUrM BCE€ paBHO CTONKAMU JIeKaIM Ha MOJy.

Iloka KoHcTaHms JOYMTHIBaJa OYEPEIHYI0 KHUKKY B KOM-
HATy 3al1a MaMa.

— KonHu, k Te6e npunum, — ckaza Karapuna. U B 1Bepsix 1o-
asmiachk Jlngus.

— Ipuset! — ynpIOHYNACH IEBOYKA C KOPOTKUMH OJIOHTUHU-
CTBIMU BOJIOCaMU. — $] XOTes1a o3Bath TeOst MPOTYJISAThCA.



KoHHuU Ha mapy cekyH/ OTopBajiach OT KHUTH.

— MHe cefiyac 3T0 He UHTEPECHO, — PAaBHOAYIIIHO TPOU3HECIA
KoHcTaHIIMs ¥ TPOIOSIKUAIIA YATATh.

— KonHu! — rpo3Ho cka3ana mama. — Bo-niepBbIX, 3TO HEBEX-
JBO. BO-BTOPBIX, POTYISICS M MOABIIIN CBEKUM BO3yXOM. B-
TPEThHX, KHUTA OT TeOs1 He YOSKUT.

KoHcTaHIIMsI CTIOKOWHO B3I0XHYJA U BCE-TAKM 3aKPblia KHU-
ry.

— 41 cXOXy TOJIBKO MOTOMY, UTO XOUYy MOJBIIIATH BO3IYyXOM.
Mosxers ook aTh MeHs1 Ha ynuie? — ooparuiach oHa K JIu-
TV,

— XopoI110, — paJOCTHO OTBETHUJIA Ta.

KoHcranmus Hayana cobuparbes. Kak ata geB4oHKa y3Haa,
rjie oHa kuBET? EauHCcTBeHHO, yero xotena KoHHU, 3TO 4TOOBI
HUKTO He 3HaJ 00 3TOM, 0COOEHHO 3Ta IeBYOHKA. Bcé, paHo win
MO3/IHO, BCILJIbIBAET . . .

— Ceiiku, THI IOWAEIIH CO MHOU? — cripocriia Konnu, pa3oy-
JIMB CIISAIIEro KOTuka. TOT MOTSAHYCS, HO MPOJOIKUII CTaTh. —
Cetiku, HY THI U 0ONeHWICS B ocienHee BpeMsi! Hy-ka, ObicTpo
MOWAEM CO MHOM, YTOOBI XOTh KTO-TO YMHBIN ObLIT CO MHOM.

KoHcranmus BbilLia u3 goma, a Jlnaus crosiia 3a HeOObIIM
3a00pom. Psiiom ¢ Helt crosum enié 1Ba Majibunka. KoHHu cpa3zy
e TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

Omna nogonuia K HUM.

— K10 3107 — cripocuna Koncranums y Jluanu, ocmarpusas
peOsIT MOIO3PUTETbHBIM B3IISIOM. BHITTIsiie i OHU cTapine v He



TIOKa3bIBAJIM JIOBEPHsI, B OOJIBIITMHCTBE CBOEM, M3-3a TOTO, UTO
TIOXOXH HAa OOBIYHBIX 3a/IUP.

— KoHcrannus, nozHakombes. 910 Anzek u ['peit, — ckazana
Jluaus pagocTHbIM T0J1I0COM. — OHU U3 HAIIEH IIKOJBI.

— KoHeuHo u3 HaIiei mKoJbl, OHA K€ €JUHCTBEHHAs] B 9TOM
ropoze, — ckazana Konnu. — [IpusTHO MO3HAKOMUTCS, HABEPHOE.
Ho Bot npotnema! MHe coBepilieHHO HEMHTEPECHO MPOBOIUTD
C BaMM BpeMsl, TIO3TOMY JaBalTe pa3ouIéMcs MO pa3HbIM Ha-
NpaBJieHUsIM? — IPOU3HECIIA OHA, YBIOHYBIIKCH. 3aTeM 03B
Ceiiku, ¥ OHM PaJIOCTHO BMECTE TOILTH T'YJsATh. Pedsita Hu4Yero
HE OTBETWJIH, JIUIIb TIPOBOXAIU €€ 37I00HBIM B3MJIsiioM. Bosbiie
BCEX 3TO, KOHEYHO e, He TOHpaBUJIoCh Jlnauu.

Koncranius n Celiku MpOryisijiuch 10 IIEHTpa ropoja, rje
pacnionaraicst MocT. [Io HeMy OHUM mepenuI Ha JpPYrylo 4acTh
roposa. 31eCh OHU HE BIIEPBbIE.

— Ceilku, CMOTpPU, — YKazaja OHa. — TaM MOSIBWICS HOBBIM
marazuH! [omuim, nocMoTpuM! — IEBOYKA C 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM
B3IJISIZIOM MOOeXkaa K STOMY MarasuHy.

DTOT Maras3uH MpoJaBasl UTPYIIIKH, MPaB/a, HEOOBIUHBIE WT-
pymku! K coxanenuto, oH ObLT 3aKpBIT, HO €0 BUTPUHA OblIa
oTKphiTa. TaM gaske ropest cBeT, HaBepHOE, JIJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI ITPO-
X0KH€ MOIJIY pa3[JIsIETh HA HEW MOYTH BCE, UTO TaM MTPOAAETCA.
KoHctaHIms OyKBaJIbHO MPUIUILIA K OKHY.

Tam pacrnonarajoch MHOTO HEOOBIUHBIX KYKOJ C 3araJJOuHbl-
MU BbIpaKEHUSIMU JIUIIA: OHU OY€Hb KPACHBBI, B UX OJEK/IE B OC-
HOBHOM Ipeo0yagaT Oesble 1iBeTa. Bee 9TU KyKJIbl BBITJISIIAT,



Kak kuBble. Tak jxe ObLIM MOJBEIIeHbI pa3IMYHbIe MaCKapaJHbIe
MacK¥: OHU OBUTH YKpallleHbl KPACHBBIMU y30paMH, a HEKOTO-
pble Oniecten Ha cBeTy u3-3a Onéctok. OnHa Macka Oblla HajleTa
Ha OOJIBIIIOTO UTPYIIEYHOTO PHIKEro KOTa C MIMPOKOU YIIBIOKOM.
Kpome 3Toro kota, TaM ObLIM ¢ TAKMMU Ke YABIOKaMU 1 JpyTrue
KUBOTHBIE, TOJILKO MeHbIlle. VX Juia He myraiam, a HaoOOpoT
BBITJIsIIEM 3a0aBHO. [laxe Ka3anock, Kak OyJTO OHU TOBOPHIIH,
91O BCE OYNET MPOCTO 3aMevaTesIbHO.

Iloka KoHcTaHIMs BOCXMINAJIACh UTPYILIKAMM, Hadajcs Ma-
JIEHbKUU 10kJb. Kak TOJNBKO OH yCWIMJICS, OHA 3aMeTha. XO-
POIIIO, YTO OHM ObLIM TIOJ] HEOOJBIIIMM HABECOM OT Mara3uHa.

— Hy, BOT... Kak 3Haja, 4YTo HE HaJJ0 HUKY/A UJTH. .. IPUOET-
cs npoxaarb, — Konnu B3suia Cellku Ha pyKd, Aymasi, YTO OH
MOXET 3aMEP3HYTh U HAMOKHYTb, U IIaawia ero. Kor B oreer
MY pJIBIKAJL.

OHu cMOTpeY TOJIM Ha 10K b, KOTOPbI BCE HUKAK HE XOTE
3aKaHYMBaThCs, TOJIM MIPOCTO BIAJb, JyMast O 4éM-TO. X MbIc-
JIM TIpepBaJl YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN HEOKHUIAHHO PE3KO 3a0eKa Mo
Hasec. Kazasioch, OH NOABWICA U3 HUOTKYAA.

KoHcTaHuM ycTaBUach Ha HEro IMPOKO OTKPBITHIMMU IJ1a3a-
MU | JI0JITO HE CBOJIWJIA MX. DTOT HE3HAKOMeEIl ObLIT B MacKapas-
HOH Macke OOpIOBOrO IBETa ¢ YEPHBIMU y30paMu, YEPHOM 1IH-
JIMH/IpE U B OPIOYHOM KOCTIOME, TIU/KaK KOTOpOro ObuT (proste-
TOBBIM, a IITaHbl YEPHBIMU. HarmioMurHaso teaTpaibHyIo ONEXKIY.
Ho BOT Ha HOrM ObLITM HAJETH TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIE OOTHHKH, KO-
TOpPbIE COBCEM HE MOIXOJWIN K KOCTIOMY ¥ CMOTPEJIMCh CTPAHHO.



OHHM Tak ¥ CTOSAIM MOJTYa MO, STUM HaBECOB, OKM/1As1 OKOHYA-
Hud goxas. Korma He3Hakomer| Bee ke 3ametui, yTo KoHcraH-
1IUsI B YIIOP CMOTPUT Ha HETO, OH APYXKETIOOHO MO3I0pOBAJICS C
Hel, TPUNOJHAB CBOU WIMHAP. KOHHU TONMBKO KMBHYJIA B OT-
BET, a TIOTOM HEJIOBKO OTBEPHYJIACh, HO IJ1a3a e€ BCE paBHO ObI-
JIM IIIUPOKO OTKPBITHL. KaxeTcs, 1eBOYKY OYEHb CHUJIBHO YAWBUII
€ro BHEIIHUI BU/I, BE/Ib OHA paHbIlle HUKOT/A He OblIa B TeaTpe.
Ceiiku mpoaoKall CIOKOMHO CUAETh Ha PYKax JIEBOUKHM U HUKAK
HE pearrpoBajl Ha 3TOr0 OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

[Mocne Toro, Kak J0X b 3aKOHUWJICS, IETH OBICTPO PUHYJIUCH
nomon. Bech ocratok Beuepa KoHHM TO yMTtana, To urpaia c
Ceiiky, TO MPOCTO MedTana, CMOTps Ha notosok. Ilepen cHom
OHAa CHOBA BCIIOMHWJIA HE3HAKOMIIA, HO TIOTOM TOMbITAIACh BbI-
KUHYTH €r0 U3 TOJIOBBI, yMasi O Y€M-HUOYb IPYTOM, U B UTOTE,
3acHyJIa.

‘j‘\
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Koncranuus crana B3pociee u KatapuHa yske JaBHO peluia,
YTO, KOT/Ia €€ JJ0uKa He OyJIeT CJTbHO 3aHsTa, OHA OyIeT e€ OHY
OTIIPaBJISITh B MarasuH 3a npoayktamu. CeronHst BblJaICs Kak
pa3 Takou JeHEK !

C yrpa nopasblie, KoHCTaHIMs1 CHOBa CHOKOMHO YMATAJIa KHU-
ry, a Celiku criajn psjiom, oOHUMas e€ Hory. B KoMHaTy mocry-
yasach KatapuHa.

— Joporas, s xotena Te0Os1 IONpOcuTh. MHe HyXHa TBOSI T0-
MOIIb. Moelb ceroqHsa CXOOUTh B Mara3uf?

— KoneuHo, mam, — KoHcTaHIM$1 C pajioCThio MPUHSLIA TPOCh-
Oy MaMBHl.

— Torna, s cefiuac HaruITy TeOe CIUMCOK, Yero HyKHO KyIUTh!

KoHHM gaBHO y3Hasa, 4ero XotAr ot He€ poautenu. Karapuna
u JIoBU] BCerja NblITAIMCH JieaTh CBOIO IEBOUKY CUYACTIIMBOM, U
y HUX 3TO XOPOIIIO MOJy4aJiock. XOTh OHU U HEOOTaThIe, U HETIO-
MyJIsIpHBIe, HO MHOTOTO 0o0mIich. OHM BCeraa CTapaloTcs Moj-
nepxuBaTh KoHCTaHIIMIO, Kak M OHa WX, npaeaa KoHHu aenaer
3TO He3aMeTHO. PEOEHOK ¢ MBIC/ISIMU B3POCIIOTO YEJIOBEKA. . .

Koncranuus Bmecte ¢ Celiku JBUHYJIUCh B ITyTh UICKATh MECTO
nios1 HazBanueM «Oropoj [le6w». [TyTh 10 MarazuHa JOJTHiA, 1M0-
3TOMY JIETUIIKHU €IIE yCelv Mo gopore nourpars. KoHcTaHims
pe3ko nodexana Brepén, Ceku OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU UCITyTaJICS,
MSIYKHYJ 1 TioOexan Beien 3a Heil. [loberanu oHu Tak Apyr 3a
JPYrOM HEJIONTo, HO 3aTO MPEOJIoe I OOJBIIYIO YacTh ITyTH.



I[To nopore Koncranmms Berpetmia Aizeka u ['pes u, He 00-
pailiasi Ha HUX BHUMAHUSI, MPOIILIA MUMO.

— Pazgpaxkaer meHs1 3Ta IeBYOHKaA, — cKazau ['peid, cMOTpst
Bcien Koncraniuu. — BoineHapuBaeTcsi 1 YMHUYAET MHOTO.

— Jla... ¥ CHOBa CO CBOMM KOTOM, — 100aBui Anizek. Pedsra
pELIIM POUTUCH 3a Hel, a KoHCcTaHnus, HU4Yero He 3ameyvasi,
111712 JaJjIbllle.

N BoT onu nipunuiv k Marazuny. Koncranims u Celiku 3aiuim
BMeCTe, HO MPOJABIIMIIA 3alpPeTHa 3aX0IUTh B MOMEIIEHUE C
JKUBOTHBIMU. . .

— Celiku — He XMBOTHOE!

— Vinu onHa, WK S BBITOHIO TeOsI ¢ TBOMM KOTOM! — MPOJIOJI-
JKWJIa HACTAMBAaTh HA CBOEM HETOOPOIYIITHAS KEHIIUHA.

KoHcTaHmsi BUAMT 371€ch BIepBble 3Ty 0co0y. Ciuikom
MHOTO KOCMETHUKH, OJIETA CTPAHHO, J]a U K TOMY ke, elIE U Ipy-
0a. Panblnie 31ech padoTana Musasi CTapylika, KOTopas JaBaja
Konnu koHpetky, a Celiku HeMHOTroO MosioKa B Omoneuke. Cra-
pymiky 3Banu [leOu, He CEeKpeT, YTO Mara3viH MPUHAJICKUT Ci.
Korna ta npuxonuna B mara3us, Jledu Bceraa nHTepecoBasiach
TeM, KaK y e€ poauTesied M Kak y IeBOUYKU 00CToAT nena. KoH-
HU TaK k€ MHTEPEeCOBaJach y CTapylIku B oTBeT. KoHcTaHims
MoOUT 00Cyk/1aTh ¢ Hell KHUTU. OHA eMHCTBEHHBIN 3HAKOMBIMA
JUIs1 HE€ YeJIOBEK B 3TOM MAJIEHBKOM FOPOKE, KOTOPbI UHTEpe-
cyeTcsi KHATaMH TakK ke, Kak oHa cama. Takxke [leOu naBana e
MHOTO KM3HEHHbIX COBETOB, HO Mamy U Mafy OHa, KOHEUHO, He
3aMeHsIeT M0 BOCHUTAHUIO.



KoHcTaH1Ms BbIBE/Ia KOTUKA HA YJIUILY.

— TMonox o MeHs 371eckh, s ObIcTpo! — 1 3a0eskasia 0OpaTHO.

Ceilku MOCIYIIHO CTOST Y BXOJa B Mara3uH, ocMaTpuBasi BCE,
BCJIYIIMBASICh B 3BYKU, U TBITAICSA YUYSTh KaKue-HUOY/Ib BKYC-
Hble 3anaxu. Ho Bot Celiku ycblman mpuovKalonuecs Mar.

— Hy nipuBer, koTuk! — co 37100HOM pagocThio cKa3an Aii3ek.

OHu nouTH cxBaTwiu ero, Ho CerKku pe3Ko JEPHYJICS U MO-
6exxan ot HuX. Aiizek, octaBuB [ pest oxxunath KoHcraniuio, pu-
HyJIcs1 Oexxath 3a CellKu, HO KOTHI ObICTpee B JII0OOM ciydae, 1o-
3TOMY OH MOYTH MOTEPSUT €ro U3 BUAY U TOJIBKO B MOCIEIHUI
MOMEHT yBHJIEJ, KaK KOT nmo0exas B TYNMUK. Majpuuiika cpasy
K€ pBaHyJ Ty/a, 4ToObI YCHETh €ro TaM MOMMAaTh.

— Ceiiku, Hy BOT Buuiib? S ObI-cTpo, — BeiOexkana KoHcran-
1M, Bpe3aBUIMCh B ['pesi, MOUTH ypOHUB NAKET C e/101.

— IIpuser, KoHncranuusi!

JleBouka cpa3zy ke MOHsIA B YEM JIEJI0.

— I'ne Ceiikn?

— a o1 He iepeskuBaii! [oiném, — on rpy6o B3s1 Konnu 3a
npeArJieybe.

OHu npunu HaBeTpeuy Anzeky, ToT aepxa Cerku 3a HKUp-
Ky, 3aBsI3aB ero OaHaaHy y ceOst Ha pyKe, U IIET OH C TaKOH J10-
BOJIbHOM YJIBIOKOH, 4yTh 1 He 10 ymel. Kak Tonsko KoHcran-
II¥s1 YBUJIENIa 3Ty KapTUHY, €€ OXBaTH/Ia Oe3yMHasi 3710CTb. XOTe-
JIoch pBaTh U MeTaTh. OHa MOMNbBITANTACh BHICBOOOIUTH CBOIO PY-
Ky, HO ['peil cuIKkoM CUiIbHO €€ cikall, Torjja OHa yaapuia ero
HOT'O B KOJICHO, OT Y€ro TOT COTHYJICSI OT OOJM 1 OCIabuI CBOA



xBar. KoHHH, BOCIIONIb30BABIINCH STUM IIAHCOM, BBICBOOOIMIIA
pyKy u nobexana Kk Ceiku.

— OtnycrH cervac ke Moero kora! — kpukHy/ia Koncranuus.

OHa cTosKHy/1ach ¢ AM3EKOM U MONbITAIACh YIAPUTh €0 TO-
e B KOJIEHO, HO AI3€eK CyMeJsl YKJIOHUThCSI U B OTBET yIapui B
KosieHo camy KoHHH, a 3aTem elié U KyJakoM B jKMBOT, OT 4€ro
KoHcTraHnua ynana Ha 3eMJTo.

— Hy uTo Teneppb ckaxelb, YMHEHbKAs I€BOYKa? — HACMeElll-
JINBO cKazajl An3ek, ckyoHuBIIMCh Haj KoHcranumen. Celiku
y’Ke TPO3HO HIUMEeST Ha Hero 1 Iapanaicsl.

—TIld. .. BB BCE Takue ke IIyrbie U cadbie. bbéTe 1eBouKy, —
esie mpousHecsia KoHHu, HagcMexasch.

Torga Aiizek ele pa3 yaapui e€ B KUBOT, HO YK€ HOTOl.

— I'nmynas neB4yonka! EmE cmeens 4To-TO TOBOPUTH?

— CusbHO ke OHa yJapuia MeHsl, — PUXpambIBasi, MTOJOIIENT
I'peit. — [Jaxe Hory ene crubawo... — u yaapwi KoHcTaHiuio B
crnivHy. Ynap nony4uics cnadbsiid, mostomy KoHHM nodTtu He 11o-
JyBCTBOBaJA OOJIH.

Celiku yKe He MOT cepkKaTbCs OT 3710CTH. OH BCE-TaKM JOTS-
HYJICA IEPEeIHUMMU JIallaMU J10 pyKU Al3eKa, OATAHYJICS U CUJIb-
HO YKYCHUJI €ro.

— I'agkuid KOT! — BCKPUKHYJI TOT U Cpa3y Ke OTITYCTHII €TO0.

Ceiiku ObICTpo BcTan nepen KoHcraHiuel, 3akpeiBas e€ ot
NapHei, 1 Hayal Ha HUX unetb. Kak TONbKO OHM MbITAINMCh
NPUOTM3UTHLCS, OH BBIITYCKAJI KOTTH.

—Tak-Tak. .. — cka3aJy 3HakoMbIN 1J1s1 KoHHU rojtoc. — 3HauuT,



o0MKaeM MaJIeHbKHX, J]a elI€ U JeBOYKY... — IO Toiocy ObUIO
TIOHSTHO, YTO MYKYMHA ObLT OUeHb HEJIOBOJICH.

KoHcTaH1us xorena nocMOTpPETh KTO 3TO, HO HE MOTJIA ITOBEP-
HYThCS U3-3a 6ommu. [TapHu oHeme M OT cTpaxa. AW3eK pe3Ko Io-
Oesxaut, a ['peit BCE Tak ke OHEMEBIIIMIA CHavas1a He 3aMeTHJI TOTO,
KaK JIPYT KUHYJI €r0, HO IIOTOM, TTPUXPaMbIBasi, TOOEKAIT 32 HAM.

Morooii ueioBeK MOMbITAJICS TIOIOUTH K CTpaalolieid ot 60-
s ieBouke, Ho CelKu He XOTeJsl MOAIMYCKaTh ero K Heu.

— CnokoiiHo, 1pyxoK. I Huuero mioxoro He caenatw. [lyctu
MeHS WM TBOEH X03siike 0e3 moMoIu OyJIeT CTAHOBUTBLCS BCE
OoJbHEe M OOJIbHEEe, — CKa3aJl, HacTavBamoiee MyxkunHa. Celku
OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, HO BCE elIE OOosiIcH.

— Kak 1617 CuitbHO 00HMT? — CITPOCHIT HE3HAKOMEII.

— 4 He... He ero X0341Ka, s ero Apyr, — TAXUM roJI0COM CKa-
3asia KoHcTaHnus. — A pasge... IO MHE HE BUAHO... KaK MHE
00JIbHO? — OHa eJie MPOU3HeC/Ia ITH CJIOBA.

— Tak, aa, mynble BONPOCHI, — OH MOBEPHYJI IEBOUYKY Ha CITU-
HY. — 32KMYpb, MTOKAITYUCTA, CUIBHO [JIa3a.

KoHHM caenana Tak, Kak OH cKazajl. MyXkurHa pacroiokuI
CBOIO JIaJIOHb HaJl €€ )KUBOTOM M 110 BO3IYXYy Haual BOOUTbh KPyru
1 BCJIE] 3a €0 IBMKEHUSIMM TTOSIBIISIIIUCH KEJIThIE U 3€JIEHbIE. 3a-
TEM OH ITOBTOPHUJI TO € CAMOE CO CITMHOU U KOJIeHOM. bonbs KoH-
CTaHILIUU Ccpa3y ke yTuxJja. [leBouka oTkpblia ria3a. OHa ocTo-
POXHO MPUKOCHYJIACh K KOJIEHY, KOTOPOE MUHYTY Ha3aj HbUIO
oT 00JIM U Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHO OOJIBIIIE HUKOIA HE 3aKUBET, HO
BCs1 00JTh MOMEHTAJTLHO TTpoIiiia. JleBouka MeJIeHHO TIO/IBUTaAIA



HOT'Oi4, CHOBa YOEIMBIIIKCh B TOM, UTO BCE yIMBUTEIbHBIM 00pa-
30M 3aKUJIO.

— Kak BBl 310 cpenanu? — cnpocuna KoHHu apoxamum u
YAUBJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— DT0 HeBaXXHO, IJIABHOE, YTO Terepb OT TBOMX paH U cjena
Her! [locnymmai, Tel HE JOMKHA HUYETO TOBOPUTH POJUTENSAM O
CJIyYMBIIIEMCSI, OHU BCE paBHO HE CMOTYT UM HHMYEro CJesaTh.
MoxeT 3TuX pedsAT U He HaKaXeT MOJIMIUs, 3aTO HAaKaXeT CyIb-
6a. D10 51 Tebe yke roBopio Kak hakT. Mbl emig BCTpeTumcs ¢
TOOOI B CKOpOM BpemeHH. Torna y MeHs He Oyaer BoOopa, U s
TeOe BCE pacckaky U oObsACHIO. TonbKo moobernail MHe, XOpo-
mo? 51 ke 3Halo, YTO Thl yMHAs AEBOYKA U BCE MONMEIIb.

— 41 obemaio, — TMXO U HEYBepeHHO npousHecaa KoHcraHusl.

Heznakomerl moMor eii MogHSATHCS C 3eMJIU, TIOIaB PYKY.

— BoT TBOM MpOAYKTHI, B IIEJIOCTH ¥ COXPAHHOCTH, — OH BpY-
9yl el B pyku nakeT. — C TBOUM MaJIeHbKUX U OTBKHBIM ApY-
rOM TOX€E BCE XOpoIIo!

— Cnacu6o Bam Gosblnoe, — ckazaina KoHHHM, yabIOHYBIIHICH
HE3HAKOMILY, TOT YJIBIOHYJICSI B OTBET.

— Ax, na! Bor emg, — o mogan B pyku 6anaany Ceiiku. — 910
Belllb PUIAET TBOEMY JPYry OCOOEHHOCTh, BEPHO?

— Ha! — ynpioka Koncranim emé Oosbliie pacimpiiiach. —
MHe kaxeTcs ogHoro cracu6o Maso. Hazerocs, y MeHs Moy YuT-
cs1 OTONarofapuTh Bac 4eM-HUOY/Ib CTOSIIMM, KOTJIa Mbl BCTpe-
TUMCS B CJIE/IyIOIIUE pa3, Kak Bbl yTBepxkaaere. Harpumep, yro-
11y BaC CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM MOPOKEHBIM!



— He crour, koHeuHO. XOTs... BCE %Ke OT MOPOKEHOIO sl He
OTKaXYCh! — CJIerKa MOCMesyICs OH.

KoHcranuus emé pa3 oronarogapuiia He3HaKoMIa — OHU TIO-
npomanuch. OHa o6Hsiia Celiku U 6e3 OCTaHOBKM Onaroapuiia
ero u npocuia npoiieHus. Kotuk B oTBeT mpuxkaics K JeBOUKe
Y CBOMM MYpPYaHHUEM YCIIOKauBall e€.

Onu BepHyIMCh IoMOoM. KoHCTaH1IMS Ha BOITPOC MaMbl O TOM,
MOYEMY OHa TakK JIOJro, OTBETUIIA, 4TO 3aurpanack ¢ Ceilku no
Jopore. 3aTeM OHa M KOT OTITPaBUJIMCh B CBOIO KOMHATy. KoHHHA
paccMoTpesia nepej 3epKajoM Mecra ynapos. Hu cHHAKOB, HU
XOTs1 Obl HaMEKA Ha ylapbl He ObLTO, Kak OyATO NEWCTBUTENHHO
HU4ero He npousonuio. [lo myTu goMol oHa 4acTo BCIIOMHHA-
JIa — TI0YeMy K€ 3TOT ToJIoC el ObUT Tak 3HaKoM. Ho moTuxoHs-
Ky 3BYYaHHE IOJI0Ca MCUE3AJI0O U3 TOJIOBBI, U OHA YK€ HE MOIJIA
BCIIOMHUTb — KOMY OH ITPUHAJIEKMUT.

bimxke k aecaru yacam Bedyepa KoHcraHuus sierna cnarb B
00HMMKY ¢ CeliK1, 1 OHU KPETKO 3aCHYJIH.
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B 3T10T IeHb ceMbst AJIbMaH3U pelvid Che3AUTh Ha pblOa-
Ky! ['1e-TO OKOJIO 111eCTH YacoB Beuepa OHU OTIPABUJIMCH 32 TO-
porn K GoMbIIIOMY 03epy ¢ HeOObIYHbIM Ha3BaHueM — CepeOpu-
croe 03epo. KoHcTaHIuM HUKOTJa paHbllle He YIaBajIoCh MOPbI-
6a4nTh, KOrIa poAUTENN Opasu e€ ¢ coOO0it, HO B 3TOT pa3 poau-
TeJIM B3SUIM /7151 He€ CrelUaIbHYI0 MaJIeHbKYIO YIOUKY.

KoHHU ¢ pagocThio KMHYA €€ B BOLY Tak, 4TO JiecKa 3amyTa-
Jlach B BOJIOPOCIISIX, OHA TsAHYJIA €€ 10 yropa, MOoKa JieCKa 4yTh
He nopBayack. K cuacteio, [I3BUa BO BpeMsi 3aMeTHII ¥ TIOMOT
nouke. CelKi, K HEOKUIAHHOCTH, He 00sJICA BOIBI Y TO CLIOKOM-
HO JIpeMaJt B JIOJIKE, TO CMOTpPEeJI Ha TO, KaK PHIOKU OPHIKAIOTCS
B BeIEpKe, IymMasi O TOM, YTOOBI UX CKyIaTh. HUKTO B cembe He
YAUBJISIETCS TAKOMY HEOOBIYHOMY IMOBEJCHUIO KOTa. Bce u Tak
3HAIOT, 4YTO CelKU — OCOOEHHBIN YJIEH CEMbBU.



OHu ppIOGAUMIM ABa Yaca — COJTHIIE HAYMHAJIO OTITYCKAThCS
BCE Hike. KOoHCTaHIs cMoria moimarh TOJIbKO TPU MaJIeHbKUX
PBIOKH, 8 OCTAJIbHBIX MPOCTO YITYCTHJIA, HO U3 KaJIOCTH OHA U UX
OTITyCTHJIa 0OpaTHO, a B MBICJISIX TIpooOerasio: “Korma oHu BeIpac-
TYT, UX BCE paBHO KTO-HUOY/b NMOWMAET U ChECT, HO MyCTh TIOKa
HACJIAXJAI0TCS KU3HBIO .

Katapuna B moe3nKy B3sijia ¢ coO0 HEMHOTO €/1bl, U OHU pe-
IIWIA YCTPOUTh MaJIeHbKUI MUKHUK. CeMbsl pacrooXuiiach Ha
Oepery, nocrenus 1ieA. KarapuHa gocrana u3 KOp3MHKH OyTep-
OpOojIbl, COK U MaJIeHbKHeE KPYXKKU. OHU yIOOHO pacriooKUINCh
v npuHsuich Kymars. s Cenku Kars 3axBaTiiia HEMHOTO KOJI-
Oacku.

[Toce eapl OHM eIIé HEMHOTO IMOCHIENU, IPOCTO HaOoIast
u cnymast npupony. Issua u Katapuna paszroBapuBaiii, HaOII0-
Jasl 32 KPacMBBIM BUJIOM, HACTAKAASICh TUIIUHON U MPUSTHBIM
TEIUILIM BeTpoM, a KoHcraHims urpana ¢ Celku.

Bce cenu B MammHy u otnpaBuinch gomou. [lo gopore oHn
BCTPETUJIM He3HaKoMIIa. TOT CTOsUT y OOOUMHBI M MaXajl PyKOH,
npocsi octaHoBUThes. [IaBua u Karapuna ¢ ynoBOJIbCTBUEM CO-
IJIACUJTUCH TTOJIBECTH €r0 JI0 TOpoja.

KoHcranuus ycnena 3acHyTh, CelKu ciajl y He€ Ha KOJIEHKax,
MO3TOMY OHM He 3aMeTwin 3toro. Ho yepe3 coH oHa crblmaia
pasroBop.

— Ha Te6e Hanger HeoObuHbIid KocTioM! [logasnics B Teatp? —
uHTepecoBaiack Katapuna. Ponqurenu neBouku kak Oynro Obun
pajibl BCTPETUTh ITOTO HE3HAKOMIIA.



— MoOXHO U Tak cKa3aTb, — OTBETUJI HE3HAKOMeEll, HEMHOI'O
MPU3aJyMaBIIVCh HAJlT OTBETOM.

Kak tonpko KoHcTaHIMs ycipliana 3T0T rojioc, €M cpasy ke
IIPUIIIEN B TOJIOBY 00pa3 TOro My>K4MHBI, KOTOPBIi €€ criac, HO eil
Ka3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO BCE COH.

— A 3auem TeOe MackapaHasi Macka? — cripocut [[aBu.

— DTO CKPBIBAET MOIO JIMYHOCTb.

— To ecTb TMYHOCTH NEPCOHAKA, KOTOPOIO Thl TENEPh UIPa-
emb? — ucnpasuiia ero Karapuna u nocmesiace. — OueHp MHTE-
pecHo!

— 4l CIUIIIKOM CHJIBHO BXKUJICSI B POJIb.

— Thl kak Bcerga, Bapn, — nocmesiics IBu.

KoHcTaHus npocHynach, Kak TOJAbKO OHU MOIbEXaU K JI0-
Mmy. B0 yxe moutu necsts yacoB. BepHyBIIHCH B CBOIO JIIOOU-
MYIO 1 YIOTHYIO KOMHaTKy, KonHu BmMecte ¢ Ceilku cpasy *ke Jier-
JIM CHaTh, BIEPBBIE 3a JI0JITO€ BPEMS, HE NTPOUYUTAB NE€pe]] CHOM
KHWKKY! [leTh CHIIbHO ycTanu.
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Ceroanst KoHcTaHIMs BcTasla O4eHb PaHO YTPOM U OOJIbIIIe He
xotena cnatb. OHa NpocHy/Iack U3-3a Koumapa. Hukorga eit 1o
9TOr0 HE CHWJIOCh HUYETO MyTaloIIero U CTPaIrHoro.

Koncmanuus u Ceiiku, HU 0 uéM He 3a0yMAasuiiict, padoCmHO
bezym kyoa-mo no necy. OHu uzparom 8 O02OHSNKU, NPAUYMCS
opyez om Opyeza. Koncmarnuyus 6edxcum oanvuse 6 nec. Y eé Hoe pe3-
Ko nosieasiemcs oopwis. Yyme ne ynas, Konnu omxooum nasao,
Ho euoum, kak Celiku cMompum myoa 6HU3 U 3amem HeOHCUOAH-
HO npwvlzaem myoa. Koncmanyusi xomena ocmarnosums u noi-
Mamov Koma, Ho OHa He ycneaa. Heodxcuoanno nadaem uacmo
3emau, Ha Komopoii ovina oesouka. M ona, cmomps na Ceiiku,
NemuUm emecme ¢ HUM 8 UEPHYIO ObIPY U 8CE NOKPbIBAEMCS 80
mpak. Huuezo ne suono, kax 6yomo 2na3a 3akpoimel. ..

Bcs B noty KoHcTaH1us BRIIPBITHYIA U3 KPOBATKY M HaYaIa



nckath Celiku. YBUAEB €ro CIIAIMM Ha CBOEW MaJIEHBKOM KOIIIa-
9beil KpoBaTKe, OHa C OOJIerYeHrneM B3J0XHYya. PoruTeny B 310
Bpems e crnaav. KoHHM, TONMUB XOJIOIHOW BOIWYKY, MPUHS-
JIaCh YUTATh KHUTY, YTOOBI TIOCKOpEEe 3a0bITh TOT COH.

[To Hayaymy C MOMOIIBI0 KHUTH HE TOIYYalIoCh BHIOPOCHTH
9TOT COH U3 T'OJIOBBI, [IOTOMY KHUT'Y OHA YMTaJIa [IOYTH BCE YTPO.
K stomy BpemeHu Bce yxe mpocHymch. [Toodenas, Koncranims
u CeliKu OTIIpaBUIINCH I'yJsATh. KOHHM XOTena BEpHYThCS K TOMY
3araJJOYyHOMY MarasuHy ¢ UTpyIIKamH, HO KOIJia OHM MpPUIILIA
TyJa, Mara3uHa He oOHapyxu. O6aymaB Bech MyTh, OHU T10-
HSUTH, YTO BCE-TAKU HE OMIUOIUCH Toporoi. Bo3MoxkHO, Marazux
IPOCTO Tepeexan Kyaa-HuOyap B npyroe Mecto! 1 onu pemmna
NOOPOAUTH HEMHOTO TI0 TOPOIY, UTOOBI IOUCKATH €To.

Jlione#t XoauyIo Majo U 3TO HUYeMy He MeIayio, HO OOJbIe
Bcero KoHcTaHIMs He kenajia CHOBa BCTpeTUTh Alzeka u I'pesi.
VIMeHHO OHM Tenepp SABJAITCA CaMbIMU HEXETaHHBIMU 3HAKO-
MBIMH, CMECTUB DJIU3Y.

Huyero noxosero Ha TOT Mara3uH JIETU TaK U HE HALIUTH, KaKk
Oy/ITO OH MPOCTO MCYE3 C TOrO MECTa, Kak Mo BOJIIIEOCTBY, WK
ero Tam BooOI1e He ObUIO!

KoneuHo ke, KoHcTaHust nmorpycrHena, u €il He XOTeJoCh
BO3BpAIllaThCsl IOMOI B TakoM HacTtpoeHuu. [loatomy, oHa pe-
1I1JIa OTIIPABUTHCA K peUKe, ¢ KOTOpor No3Hakomui e€ bangep.
C toro gHd oHa OOJIBIIIE HE ObLIA TAM.

[TyTe ObLT man€ékuii, HO 3TOro M jaoduBagack KoHcTaHIus,
9TO0OBI y He€ OBLIO OOJIbINIE BpEMEHH Ha TO, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTCS U



MOPa3MBIIUIATh O YEM-HUOY/Ib BOOTYIIEBIISIONIEM.

— 3x, Celiku, BpemMsl NEUCTBUTEIBHO TaK OBICTPO UAET, —
B3/I0XHYB, cka3as KoHcraHms. — MBI MCKaJI 9TO MarasuH 2 ya-
ca, a KazaJjoch, yto nponuio tonbko 20 munyT! Kak Obl xoTe-
JIOCh YIPABJSITh 3TUM BpeMeHeM! OCTaHOBUTD €ro, 4ToObl pac-
CIaOUThCS OT €ro OBICTPOTrO TEUYEHHsI ¥ IOTOM CHOBA BEPHYThH B
JIEVICTBHE.

Celiku MsyKaJsl B OTBET.

— Wnu ipezicTaBs, eciti Obl Mbl MOTJIM OBICTPO MEPEMEaThCs
1 OBICTPO YTO-TO Jeaath! BoT 310 ObI C3KOHOMMITO Hallle Bpemsi!
BoT TOIBKO, K COXAJIEHUIO, HAM TOKa YTO 3TO BCE HE MOJ] CUILY . ..
Tb1, HaBepHOe, cripocullb: “Tloyemy noka 4To?”, a MOTOMY 4TO
MBI MOTJI Obl 3TOMY Hay4uThcsi! I BO MHOTMX KHUTaX 4uTasa,
YTO y YeJIOBEKA JOJIKHO JIMIIb TOJIBKO MOSBUTHCA KEJIAHUE -
Jath yto-To! B Hamem ciyvae — yuutbcsi. Mbl TpOCTO HaIEM
crocod 3ToMy Hay4uuThcs, ¥ Bc€. Ho XoTs, eciu Obl BC€ ObLIO Tak
JIETKO. ..

OHnu y:xe noutu 1onum Ao peukd. KoHcranus cpasy xe no-
HsJ1a, YTO U 3[IeCh YTO-TO He Tak. Kak OyATO 4TO-TO M3MEHUJIOCH,
HO OHA He 3aMeyasia, YTo UMeHHO. OHa He BUJelIa, Kak B OTPOM-
HBIX 3apOCJISIX TPaBbl CTOsUT 3HAK «OmnacHo». [Toatomy oHM mpo-
CTO CHIOKOMHO TPOIILIU JAJIbIIIE.

Hoiinst 1o caMoii pedku, OHU €€ He OOHApPYXKUIU. YIUBU-
TEJIbHO, HO HU PEYKU, HUA TOrO MPUATHOIO TEIJIOTO MecKa 3[eCh
He ObU10. Tonmbko u€pHast Oe3mHa 0 Apyroro Oepera U BHU3Y
He ObUTO BUJIHO el KoHIa. KoHcTaHIus wcmyranach, efl cpa3sy



’Ke BCIIOMHWJICSI CerofHsHui cod. OHa yrnaja Ha 3emMIo, U eé
OXBAaTWJI LIOK. DTa Jblpa BbINIAAENA TaK Myraoie. CeMKy UcIty-
rajics 3a XO3sMKy ¥ HayaJla JIu3aTh €€ B LIEKY U MsAyKaTb. KoHHH,
BCIIOMHMB BECb CIOJKET CHa, ObICTPO BCKOUMIIa, cxBatmia Celku,
TprKaJia ero K ceoe u rmodexasna JTOMOM.

[Ipuary JOMOU B XOPOILEM HACTPOCHHUH, KOHEYHO K€, HE T10-
ayuuinock. KoHcTaHnus 3a1erena B CBOI0 KOMHATY U CIIPATAIach
o onesstoMm. LIok Beé emé oxBareiBas e€. Ponurenen qoma He
OKasaiock. HaBepHOe, OHM MPOCTO UM NporyisThes, HO KoH-
CTaHUMIO U 3TO Haryrayio. CerMKy BCE MbITAJICS YCIIOKOUTSD e€. OH
MypuaJ, Ju3all e€, MsayKaJl, HO He Mojlydajnock. Yepes napy Mu-
HyT KoHcTaH1us npocTo ycHyJa.

IsBun u Karapuna, BepHyBIIMCh AOMOU, 0OHapyxmiu Kon-
cranumio v Ceniku cnsiiiuMu. VX Hrvero He ynuBuiio. KoHncran-
IIUI0O OHU HE CTajiu OyIUTh U MPOCTO MPOAOIKUIN 3aHUMAThCS
CBOUMH JI€JIaMHU.
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JIBa nHs Hazaa y mambl KoHcTaHu ObUT J6Hb POXKICHUSI.
[TpoBenn OHM ero, Kak OOBIYHO, B CEMENWHON OOCTaHOBKE, HO
BcE paBHO ObUIO Beceno. [Iasua mogapru Karapuxe oxepenbe ¢
OpWITMAHTaAMHU, BBITJISIZIENIO OHO OYeHb JJ0poro. KoHcTaH1ws 1mo-
Japuiia MaMe CIeJIaHHYI0 COOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMU WIPYLIKY U3
Oymaru, pa3yKpacHB €€ pa3HBIMU IIBETAMH — 3TO ObLT KOTEHOK.
KarapvHa odeHb yaMBUIach TAKOMY MOAAPKY, OHA Jake He 3Ha-
J1a, 4TO €€ JI0Ub YMEET TaKOe BBITBOPATH, HO B TOXKE BpEeMsl OHA
Obl1a OYeHb cyacTiuBa. B obiieM, B ToM He ObLIO MHOTO pajio-
CTH /17151 BCEX.

[Mocrne Toro cinyyas ¢ peukoit KoHHM OBICTpPO TIpUIILIA B HOP-
My. Ha crienytomuii ieHp oHa IipocIiaia MoYTH MEeCTHAIIATh Ya-
coB! IlpocHyBIIMCh, OHA Hayalda MHOTO AyMarb. B yactHoCTH
o peuke. B ronoBy KoHcraHIuy mpuxoaniao MHOTO JIOTHUHBIX



MBICJIEN HA 9TOT CYET. Beb oHa He Obuta Tam ABa roga. Koneuno
e, 33 3TO BPeMsI MHOTO€ MOIJIO U3MEHUThCA !

Ho B ceropHsHui 1eHb MPOM30LUIO HEUTO CTPALIHOE U My-
ratoriee! KoHcTaHIMs penivia CHOBa MPUATH K PeUYKe U ITOCMOT-
peTh, Kak Tam o0ctosT Aena. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO JOJIKHA TY-
712 BEPHYThCS, B YEM-TO YOAUTH ce0sl, YTOOBI YCTIOKOUTH AYIIY.

[TpuyecaB cBOM AJMHHBIE BOJIOCHI U ITpUyecaB mepcTh Celkuy,
OHM OTIPABWJIMCh HA JIPyrod KoHell ropoja. ety ObLIM OueHb
BHUMATEJIbHBI, YTOOBI CHOBA HE BCTPETUTh HEKENIATEIIbHBIX JIHII.
OHU 3aryIsIHY/ M K TOMY MECTY, I/ie ObUT Mara3uH 3araIoqHbIX -
pyiuek. Ero tam 1eficTBUTENBHO HE OKa3aJI0Ch, HO HAJIEK A, YTO
OH MOeT OBITh TaM, ObLIA.

W BOT cHOBa 3HAKOMasi MECTHOCTb TIepe/l TPOIMHKOM K peyKe.
Huuero He m3MeHmnock ¢ Toro aHs. OHU OBICTPO MPOCKOYMIIH
JaJibllie ¥ CHOBA OKa3aJIMCh B 9TOM IyraoiieM mecte. Be€ Tak ke
6e3 u3menenuii. Ha 3ot pa3z Koncranimu 6bU10 He Tak CTpalllHoO,
HO y’Kac OXBaThIBAJI TOJIbKO U3-32 OOIIMPHOCTH TOTO MECTa.

[Momxonuts Onrzke ObLIO cTpantHo, Ho KoHcTaHmums 310 cnie-
nana. OHa mpucesia Ha KOJIEHKH, MOAMNON3/Ia K caMOMy Kpaio U
nocmoTtpena BHU3, CelKu Toxke 3TO c/iena, HO OJM3KO MOATOoN-
3aTh HE CTaJl.

— W yT0o MHTEpecHO MeHs CHOBa IpuBeo cioa? Yto s JomkHa
311eCh YBUJIETh WU CHEJATh?

Ceilku MsSIyKHYJ1 B OTBET, U 3TO 3BYK pa3Heccsl MO BCel simMe
CTpAIITHBIM 9XOM, KakK Oy/ITO cpa3y HECKOJBbKO rOJIOCOB, pa3HOM
VHTOHAIMY NOBTOPUJIM 32 CerKH.



— K10 TyT? — KpuknHyna Koncranuus.

W e€ KpuK Tak ke pacpOCTPaHWJICS 110 BCEX TEPPUTOPUH, HO
ObL1 rpoMye U cTpaiHee. Y KoHHUM Jaske moliuia JpoxKb MO Tely.

3aeck Tak TMxo. He moHATH, ycrokaupamoomiass 3Ta TUIIMHA
WIN TIpeJBelamuas yTo-1o crpamHoe. KoHcranimsa ornonsna
OT Kpad U cena Ha TpaBy. CerKr NPUCOEIUHWIICA K HEH.

— Hy uro Takoe, Ceiiku? [louemy s cHoBa 31ech? A kak Oyn-
TO MpHUILLIA CIOJa HE TI0 CBOEW BoJie! — OHA JIeIIa Ha TPaBy U I10-
cMoTpesa Ha He0o. — Ho 371ech Tak THXO U... CIIOKOWHO. .. JIaXe
KaK-TO. .. CTPAIHO. ..

I'naza KoHcTaH1My Havyam 3aKpbelBaThCsl, HO OHA BOBPEMS 3TO
3ameT1a U OBICTPO BCKOYMJIA.

— Tax! 1o HeHOpMasbHO! DTO MecCTO. .. Kak OyITO OHO Crie-
MaabHO MeHs 3amaHuBaeT! Cenku, yXxoaum orcroaal

Kot MaykHyJ B OTBET.

OHM NOJOIIIM K TPOIMHKE U HEOXKUAAHHO 3€MJIA NEPEe] HU-
MU HayaJla TPECKaThCs, Kak cTekJio. KoHcTaHus ObicTpo B3sia
Celiku Ha PyKM U CMUPHO BCTaJIa, ymasi, 4YTO €CJIM OHa IBUHET-
cs1, 3eMJIs1 PyXHET I0J] €€ HOTaMH.

— Yro 310 Takoe? — McmyraBIIUCh, cKasana KoHcraHims. —
Hy>XHO 4TO-TO pUIyMarth. .. U OBICTPO.

Crpax omonen e€. B ronose Obuta JMIb Y€PHOTA W TTAHUKA.
Ona npocTo cTos1a Ha MecTe, Kak cTaTys, 0osjlach JBUHYThCS, a
TpELIYHA [TOLUIA JAJIbIIE, U BPEMEHU OCTaI0Ch Mailo. Kak Tosb-
KO OHa coOpajach MpbIrath, 3eMJIs MOJ €€ HOraMHu Havyajia py-
nmTheA. Kakas-1o cuna OTKHHYya e€ Ha3aj ¢ TaKoW CHIIOW, YTO



OHA MPU3EMJIAIIACH Y CaMOr0 OOpBIBA, BHITYCTUB U3 pyK Celku.
Kot xe npuzeminics Ha namnsl psagoM ¢ Hed. C ykacoM B [1a3ax
OHa yBHjIeJIa, KaK 3eMJis OOpYIInIach BHU3, KaK MECOK U MOTHS-
nack nbUTh. OHA OHSJIA, YTO OKa3aiach Ha KAKOM-TO MaJIeHbKOM
0OpBIBKE MOCPEIH, TITyOOKOM sIMBI. DTOT OOPBIBOK AepiKaJics “Ha
HUTOYKE”.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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