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AHHOTaAMSA

Kyna npuBoaut wusnuiuHAs JoBepunBocTh? IOHyio Okapy
ToGepoH, paaM cYacThsi CECTPbl OTKA3aBIIYIOCSI OT HAaBSI3aHHOTO
Kpellamy Opaka, OHa MpUBelia Ha BO3AYIIHBIA KopaOib. JIMmuBIIMCh
BBICOKOTO TIOJIO)KEHHUSI B OOIIECTBE, Terephb JEeBYLIKA BHIHYXAEHA
MOCTYNUTh HA UMIEPCKYI0 CIykOy U XUTh OOK O OOK C TOH, 4TO
yKE OJHAXIbl Ipefajga M JIOTO HEHaBUAUT ee. UYTo eme Xxyxke,
MPUJIETCS MTOHOCTBIO MOYMHUTBCS OeCCMEPTHOMY, Ublo pyKy Okapa
Tak ompoMeTuynBo oTrBepria. nmu Her? Kto coactes nepeeim? [la u
KakK M30eKaTh MECTH 3THX JIBOMX, KOTJa Y CyAbObl Ha JIEBYIIKY CBOU
T1aHbl?
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IIpoJaor

Houb. B m1a3zax pebeHka oHa BBIIJIsi/IENIA 3araJIOuHON U OfI-
HOBPEMEHHO ITyrawiei. ['opcTh ApKUX MepLAIINX 3BE3/1, pac-
CBITIAHHBIX 10 YEPHUIIBHOMY HEOECHOMY TIOJIOTHY, 3aBOpaKUBA-
Ja. Bokpyr KoBaHbIX pOHapey, pa3roHsIONIMX TEMHOTY, JIETaIu
CBETAIIMECS HOUHBIE 0a00UYKH. 3amnax KUMOJIOCTH, CMEIIaHHBIN
C apOMaTaMHu LIBETOB, BUTAIOIIMMU B BO3/1yX€e, JAPWUJI OIIYIIICHUE
MOKOS1. A BOT BBICOKHUE CTE€HBI, OKPYKaIOI1e UMIIEPATOPCKUM 3a-
MOK, I'JIe IIPOXOIXJ I'PpaHAUO3HBIN Oal B YeCTh OECCMEPTHBIX, He
JaBaJId YyBCTBA 3alllMIIIEHHOCTH. MebKamolas To TyT, TO TaM
KapayJibHas cTpaxka HepBUpPOBaJIa erre OOJIbIIIE.

PeGeHKy moa KaxapIM KyCTOM, BAJIYHOM, J€PEBOM Mepelu-
ychk OecrenecHble. [Toxokue Ha TPUBEICHUS C BO3MOKHOCTBIO
BCEJISITHCS B YEJIOBEUECKUE TeJla, OHU HABOJWJIU KUBOTHBIN yXkKac
HA )KUTEJIEW UMIIEPUH, YTO YK TOBOPUTD O JIEBOUYKE AECITH JIET.

Haneren Teruiplii BETEPOK, U KPOHBI JIEPEBbEB 3alllypIIAJIH.
JleBouka B3/1pOrHyJja u orcrynuia Ha3zaj. OrisiHy1ach Ha rocTe-
MPUUMHO PaCHaxHYThle ByCTBOpUYATHIE BBICOKUE JIBEPH, BEILY-



mpe Ha Oamoctpaay. B 1000l MOMEHT MOXHO BEpHYThCS, HO
neBouka He Moria. He cenvac. CHavana Hy)KHO COpBaTh LIBETOK
y UMIIEPATOPCKOrO 03€pa 1 J0Ka3aTh OpaTy, 4YTo OHA HE TPyCcHXa.

Ha, 03epo HaXOAWJIOCh B JAJIbHEN YacTy cajia, KyJa ponuTenu
3aIrpeTHIi XOUTh, HO HaCMeNIKH 3aaupuctoro Kegwina myra-
71 GOJIbIIIE POAMTENHCKOTO THEBA. bpar MmoCcTOsSHHO yHIKA ee
niepe]; oOIMMH JIpy3bsiMu. Ho ceromHs ObLT IIaHC TOKa3aTh, YTO
oHa ropaszzo xpadpee Keduna. Eme yBuaum, KTo TyT HacTosi-
i Tpyc!

JleBouka Mora copBath JIIOOOH LBETOK, POCIHIMN Yy JOPOK-
KU, pa3HULIbl He ObLI0 HUKakoi. Ho Toraa Obl mpuUIILIOCh COBpaTh
Ipy3bsM. A BpaTh, Kak TOBOPUT COBETHHMK OTIIA, B JHH, KOTAA
OeCUMHCTBYIOT OECTelIeCHbIE, ONacHO. TBapy MOYYBCTBYIOT JIOXKb
¥ MOpadoTSAT TeJlo, a AYIY BBITUTIOHYT, KAaK HEHYKHBIN XJIaM.

BcrnomHEB 0 mapa3uTax, Kak HasblBajl MX OTell, IeBOYKa IOo-
€XKWJIach U c/iesajia HecCMelTbli IakoK Brepel. Bropoit, TpeTuid,
YeTBEPTHIN, ISTHIA. .. MEJIKAsi KAMEHHAsI KPOIIIKA MTPOTUBHO XPY-
cTesna Moji HoraMu, HaroHsisI ere OOJBIINIA CTpax.

C BeTKM JiepeBa BCIIOPXHYJIa NTULIA, 3aCTaBUB peOeHKa 3amMe-
peTh U B KOTOPBIN pa3 00epHYThCSI HA paclaxHYThle ABEPH, Be-
aympe B 3ai1. JIIoOonsITCTBO 1o0enIo. JleBouka BHUMATEILHO
IpUCMOTpesiach K TeMHoTe. Tam, y caMoro noBopora, rjae no4ru
He ropenu (oHapH, el CHOBa MOYyAnUsIoCh HeuTo crpaHHoe. [o-
Ka3aJioch, OT KYCTOB OT/e/Iach OecpopMeHHas TeHb U, CKOJIb3-
HYB T10 JJOPO’KKE, CKPbUIACh 3a MOBOPOTOM. XOJIOIHBIN JIUTIKUI
HOT CKaTWJICS 10 CITUHE.



— To1 3a0mynunace? — pazaascs Mo3aau 3a00TIUBHIA MYyKCKOU
roJoc.

JleBouKa MCIyraHHO MUCKHYJA U, Pa3BepPHYBIINCH, BCTPETH-
J1aCh JIMLOM K JIMILY C CAMMM OE€CCMEPTHBIM.

Ona He ObLJTa JIMYHO MPEACTABIEHA MY, 3aTO 3Hajla — OH TOT
caMBbIil Xapy1, KOTOPOTo Maroyvka yBakaja ¥ OHHOBPEMEHHO Mo0a-
uBasics. Bce B OeccMepTHOM BBI3BIBAJIO OJIATOTOBEHHBIN TPETeT:
Y TEMHbIE OJIEK/Ibl, 1 YBEPEHHBIE IBUKEHUS, U ropias OcaHkKa.
U1 HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO HE3HAKOMEIL BHIISI/IEN YCTaBIINM — Te-
HU 3JIETJIH TIO71 €ro IJ1a3aMH, — PSAOM C HUM JeBOUYKA HAMTPOUb
3a0blj1a O CTpaxax ¥ IJTyIbIX NepeKMBAHMIX.

— 51 nomkHa npuHecTH OpaTy LIBETOK MeJIbA0ca, PacTyIIui y
MMIIEPATOPCKOro 03epa, — C BAXKHBIM BUAOM MPU3HAJIACH OHA.

My’K4rHa TOMOPIIUIICS, KaK €Cli Obl BMECTO JIIOOMMOTO MO-
POJKEHOTO €My TOACYHYJIM 3eJIeHYI0, COBEpIEHHO HEBKYCHYIO
OBOIIHYIO 3arekaHKy. OT OIHOI MbIC/I 00 OBOIIHOM 3alleKaHKe
JKEJYIOK JIEBOYKH CKaJiCsl B Tyroil Komok. Omacasich, 4to Oec-
CMEpPTHBII HEMEJJICHHO HasiOeTHIYAEeT ee 0TIy, OHa TOPOILIABO
TIOMpOCHJIa:

— He roBopute, noxaiyiicta, MOUM POAUTENSAM, YTO BUJIEH
MEHsI 31€Ch.

XMypast CKJIa/Ika Ha JIOy He3HAKOMIIa He pa3riaguiack, 1 ae-
BOYKA, TIOPa3MBICJIMB, MpHUOETIa K CBOEMY JIydIlleMy CIOCOOy
yoexaeHus. OnmycTus 1J1a3a, HaOpaiack CMEJIOCTH U, CIIOKUB Jia-
JOIIKHY, YMOJISIIOIIE TIOCMOTPENA Ha MYKUUHY.

Tor mmpoko yabIOHY/ICA — AEBOYKA €ro Mo3adaBuia, Jake B



cepeOpHCThIX, TOXOKUX Ha 3aCTHIBIINE JIHAWHKH, I71a3aX 3aCBep-
KaJI1 CMeIIMHKY. BHe3arHo B ero pyke npsiMo u3 Bo3jyxa cop-
MUpOBaJICS 1IBETOK. [Ipy BUe MBIIIHOTO OEIOCHEKHOTO OyTOHA
JIeBOYKA BOCXMIIIEHHO axHYysa. He3Hakomell ¢ ynblOKO#M MpoTsi-
HYJT BOJIIIEOHBIN TTOIAPOK MaJIeHbKOM ITpoKa3HuIie. TOYHO Takoi
Ke poc y o3epal

JleBouka poOKO MPOTSIHY/IA PYKY U, 3a0paB 0OeIIaHHbIN Opa-
Ty Tpodeid, bepexHo nprskaa Kk rpyau. LIBeTok max THHOIA, a Ha
€ro JIenmecTKax Mpo3pavyHsIMu OyCHHKaMu ToBHUca poca. Hacro-
siuii! [Tobnarogapre He3HAKOMITA, OHA TIOBEPHYJIACh C HAMepe-
HUEM YWTH, HO B MMOCJETHUI MOMEHT CTPYCHUJIA U, OTJISIHYBIIIUCD,
npeaynpenuna:

— $1 HUKOTIa He BBIIJTY 32 Bac 3aMyK.

Myx4rHa yCMEXHYJICS W C JIyKaBOU YJIBIOKON TIOMHTEPECO-
BaJICSA:

— [louemy sxe Musass BOPKOpPHS HE KeJlaeT cTaTh MOeH Xap-
noun?

JleBouKa ¢ UICKpEHHUM HEI0yMEHUEM BO33pUJIaCh HAa HEro U
MOSICHUJIA OYEBUJIHOE:

— Bbl ke cTapbiid.

He rotoBbIfl K TakKOW OTKPOBEHHOCTH, HECBOMCTBEHHOM 3Ha-
T, MY>XUMHA BIIEPBbIE 32 I0JIT0€ BPeMsl 3JIMBUCTO PACCMESLIICSL.
[TouyBCTBOBAB, YTO pyraTh €€ HUKTO He COOMpPaeTCs, MPOKa3HK-
112 peluia MpoAOJIKUTh:

— OauH xpell MHe cKa3aJsl, 4To KOorja sl BBIpacTy, TO JOJKHA
OyIy CBSI3aTh CBOIO KM3Hb C JKU3HBIO OECCMEPTHOTO.



K KkoHIly ee peuu B rojioce mpo3Byvaiyd TparuuHbie HOTKH.

— TeGe He xo4eTcsl, — MOHUMAIOIIe KMBHYJI HE3HAKOMEIl, U Ha
€ro 3aropesioM JIMIE JIEHNMBO pacIuIblIach yibioka. — [louemy?

— BeccmepTHbie JKMBYT Ha BO3IYIIHBIX KOPaOsX, a st OOIChH
BBICOTBI, — IIIETIOTOM IPU3HAJIACH JIEBOYKA C TAKUM BUIOM, OYIITO
CO3HAJIACh B CAMOM CTpPAaIIHOM rpexe. — M oHu ympasisior Oy-
peHocuamu!

H3-3a BHEITHEro CXOACTBA C OE3MMKUMU OHA TOJCO3HATEIb-
HO Oosutack OypenoctieB. Kak Oymyinero mara-Bo3ayIiHUKa, ee
CTpaIlIMIa Y9acTh CTaTh OECTENECHOM.

YV moBopoTa MOCIBIIAIOCH MuUMeHre. [leBoUuKa Harpsriach u
TIOKOCHJIACh Ha KYCTHI Y IOpOXKU. OHA CUIIBHO Ha/IessIach, 4TO
OTTY/Ia BCETO JIMIIIb BBHITION3ET 3Mesl.

— Berom Bo gBopen! U He ornsapiBaiicsi! — ckoMmaHgoBas Oec-
CMEPTHBII M MOATOJKHYJ peOeHKa K ITMPOKUM CTYIIEHSIM, BeJ1y-
MM Ha OaIIOCTpay, a OTTY/Ia B CIIACHTEITbHBIN 3aJ1.

VBUJIeB, Kak pyKH MYXYHUHBI OKYTaJIO CEPeOpUCTOE C TEMHBI-
MU MPOXWIKAMH CHSTHHE, IeBOUKa odexana K asopity. Ho, He
npoOekaB M MOJOBUHBI TyTH, OCTAaHOBWJIACh. Bce BHYTpU Hee
pBajioch 0OpaTHO, Ty/a, IJie OHa ocTaBuia OGeccmepTHoro. Pas-
BEPHYBIIIKCh, JEBOYKA, €/IBa MEPecTaBysis OT CTpaxa HOrH, To-
Opena o6parHo. OHa pelnia BEpHYThCS, [IOTOMY UTO BCTIOMHH-
Ja, e BujeIa 0ecCMepTHOro. DTO B YeCTh €ro MoOebl Haj Oe3-
JIMKMMU TipoBoavuIH Oatt. Jlaxke cMoria MPUIIOMHUTD €ro UMs —
Hoap.

U ceituac xapn Joap GeccrpariHo nmpubimkacs K pa3ivBIiie-



MycCsl TI0 MEJIKOM KaMEHHOM KpOIlIKe TeMHOMY NATHY. YepHas
KJISIKCA B3JPOTHYJA, W30THYJIACh, BHITSHYJIaCh BPOBEHb C Oec-
CMEPTHBIM, a [10CJIe OCBETIENA U Y:Ke HAallOMUHAJA TPUBE/IEHHE.
Mo3kHO ObLIO PACCMOTPETh PYKH, HOTH, TOJIOBY U JIaKe MEP3KUIi
OCKaJl Ha mpu3paqHoM june. OT Takoil yIblOKM HEONHCYEMbIi
yKac 3aTONWI AyIlly J€BOYKH, HO OHA TPOJOJIKAJIA UTH BIIEPE.

— TeGe He M130aBUTHCS OT HAC, BIIAJIBIKA, — 37IOBEIIIE TPOIIHTIEIT
0€3JIMKHA, 1 CBETJIbIE I11yTaJIblia, TEMHbIE HA KOHLIAX, PBAHYJIHU K
OGeccMepTHOMY.

BonHa cepeOpucToro cBera ynapuia B CyIiecTBO, TOKPhIBas
urynaisla japaoM. [lacc pykaMu — 1 CUIIBHBIN TTOPBIB BETPA MOJ-
XBaTUJI OE3JIMKOIO U, 3aKPYyKUB, BTSHYJ B 00pa30BaBILyIOCs BO-
POHKY.

[To kKamMeHHOW KPOIIIKEe CKOJIb3HYJNIA BTOPast TeHb, PUOIN3UB-
ek K Jloapy co civnbl. IIoBUHYsICh CTpaHHOMY MOPBIBY CIIACTH
1 J1I000# LIEHOW 3allUTUTh OECCMEPTHOrO, JIeBOYKa OpocHiIach
32 TEMHOM KJISIKCOM.

BbeccmepTHBIN OTHOM pyKOM KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI BETPSIHBIE ITOTO-
KM, a JPYroil OTOMBAJICS OT MBITAIOUIMXCS JOTSHYTHCS JI0 HEro
CKBO3b BETPsAHYI0 BOPOHKY Inynasel. JleBouka 4yBCTBOBaJA,
YTO OECCMEPTHBIN BBIKUAAI, HO Yero?

Tenr mourm moOpanach no [Jloapa. OmnymeHne Oeccuus
3aTONMWJIO JIEBUYIIKY, M U3 €€ TPyaud OECKOHTPOJIBHO XJIBIHYI
OCJIETISIONINI cepeOpUCTbIi TOTOK cBeTa. becchopmeHHy0 TeHb
HAKPBLJIO OTHEHHOW BOJTHOM, a TOCJIe OXBATHJIO KI'yuee CUsHUE.
Korga Bcnonoxu mjiaMeHy MeJJIeHHO MCTOHUMJIMCh U MOraciu,



Ha 3eMJIe OCTaIach JIUIIIb TOPCTh MEIIa.

— Yxomu, — ynepxuBas cMmepy, npopsyai Joap.

JleBouka BUJENA, YTO OECCMEPTHBIN 3JIUTCS, ¥ HE MOIJIA T10-
HATb IOYEMY.

—Ho s... cnacna Bac, — pacTepsiHHO TPOrOBOPUIIO TUTSI.

OHa nmonATWIach Ha3aJ W HEOKHMIAHHO BJIANAIACh B HEUTO
BSI3KOe. XJlonasi, MOAHsUIA OAHY HOry, Ipyrywo... Ho nunkas
cyOctanims He ormyckana. Iloxoxkas Ha Kuceslb mMacca OBbICT-
PO MOAHMMAJIACh OT LIUKOJIOTOK K KOJIEHSIM U Bblllle. IHCTUHKT
NIPUKa3biBall OekaTh, HO OHA Uysla, YTO CKPHITHCS HE YIACTCH.
OHa nomnanace.

B rnazax 6eccmepTHOro, KOTOpPBI CMOTpell Ha peGeHKa, Mo-
SIBUJIACh XOJIOJHAsI, OMACHAasl, KaK Jie3Bue, pelmmmMocTb. Ero 3a-
MACTBE OKYTAJIO SIPKOE KENTOE CUSHUE, U CMEPY BCIBIXHYJI OT-
HeHHbIM (pakesioM. JKyTKue KpUkH pa3pe3aqr HOUYHYIO TUILUHY.

— Mmbl ycrpounu 3acagy, M Thl YrOOWJI B JIOBYIIKY. Tbl
yMpelilb, — 00/1aBasi 3JI0BOHHBIM JIbIXaHUEM, 3allluIesa JUIKast
cyocranmus. — [ocrne Hee.

U nornotuina pebeHka, 3aKpbiBasi € poT, HOC U IJ1a3a. Bo3my-
Xa He XBarasio. 3a[bpIXasch, JeBOUKA MOMPOOOBAIA MOIIEBETUTD
pyKam#, HO OHU OBUIM TUIOTHO TIpWKaThl K Teny. CKBO3b CIION
BSI3KOM TaJIOCTH JIOHOCUJIUCH 3BYKU OOphObI. JKassiiue mpukoc-
HOBEHMSI 1IapPOB, KOTOPBIE OHA CKOpee OlIylaia, YeM BUJENA,
HE J1aBaJIU JIMILIMThCS cCO3HaHUs. HeBbIHOCHMOE k:KeHUE B TpyIu
CTaJIO CHJIbHEE, roJIoBa PacKasbiBajiach, OyATO B Hee BOTKHYIU
THICSIYM UTOJIOK. BoJb cTama Hecteprumon, U cepeOpUCTHIN T10-



TOK CHOBa BbIpBaJICs U3 rpyau. Ho nyunku cBera, pacxonsiiue-
Csl B CTOPOHBI, HE MOTJIM TTPOOUTHCS Yepe3 CAEPKUBAIOIIYIO ee
BS3KYIO TEMHOTY, He ObLJIO M HaMeKa Ha rpobneck. Marnveckue
BCIUIECKM BSI3JIM, MyTAJIUCh B YEPHUJIBLHOM MapeBe, Ky/a, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, ME/IJIEHHO MPOBAIMBAJIOCH TUTsL. [laBieHue B rpyau Hapac-
TaJI0, ONaJjIsis AbIXaHUE HACTOAIIMM UCCYIIAIOIIMM kapoM. [1po-
JOJDKast CKUMATh B PyKe IIBETOK, OYATO OOSCHh MOTEPSATh CBSA3b
C MHUPOM >KHBbIX, 3aCThIB B 0€3MOJIBHOM OOJIE3HEHHOM KpHKE,
JIeBOYKA IMO3BOJIHJIA MAT'MHU MOJTHOCTHIO BHITUIECHY THCST OOKHTal0-
mied aBoil. [lourtu Tepsist coO3HaHKe, OHA MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA BUOpa-
uuio. [To okpyskaiomemMy ee TeMHOMY KOKOHY MOILTN TPEUUHBIL.
['moTok BO3/MyXa BOpPBAICS B €€ JIerKKe, HAMOTHII TeJIO CUJION.
JleBouka cenajia HEyBEpPEHHBIN 11ar, IPyrou, U NpuiInIas K
Hell IPOTHBHAsI Macca OChINANACh Ha 3€MJII0 CYXUM KPOIIIEBOM.

— be3nukuil He cMor 3aBiageTh peOeHKOM, — YCIbIIlana OHa
3aJyMYMBBI, YCTIOKAMBAIOIINIA TOJIOC OECCMEPTHOTO U OT HaKa-
THBIILIEH cIa00CTH MOKAYHYJIACh.

JleBouka OlIyTWIA, KaK CUJIbHbIE PYKH IMOAXBATWIM €e, U,
MIPEesK/ie YeM MPOBAIUTHCS B OeCaMsATCTBO, MOHSIIA, UTO IIBETOK
NIPEBPATUIICS B TOPCTKY MeTia M OCe TEMHBIM ISITHOM Ha CBET-
JioM BeuepHeM miarbe. C norepen 1iBeTKa ee HexHasi AyIla MOr-
Jla CMUPUTBCS, a BOT C IOTEPEN JIIOOMMOTO TUIAThs — HET.



I'naBa 1
TeHb npouIoro

— Ilonapute MHe cieAyOLMil TaHell, TPeKpacHasi BOPKOpUs?

BusriuBbiii ronoc debda mapanHyi1 ciyx, CIOBHO KOIIKa MPoO-
BeJa KOrTSIMH 110 cTek1y. OKapa BBIMYYEHHO YJIbIOHYIach U, CTa-
pasich He KPUBUTHCS, BEKIUBO OTBETHIIA!

— IIpoctute, Bopk Ped, MOs JTOOPIKKA HE TOTOBA K HOBBIM
TIOJIBUTaM | BCe elie OOJUT MOCIIe TIOCIIEAHEro HaIllero TaHIIa.

Bricokuil, HO HecKJIaJHBII MapeHb JocammBo Opocun Ke-
pumny:

— TBog cecTpuia Bcerjaa Takast BpeaHasi?

Oxkapa efiBa caepXkanach, 4TOObl HE OTBETUTh HEBOCTIMTAHHO-
My YBaJIbHIO, YTO HEKPACUBO CHavasa OTIABUTh HOTY CITyTHUIIE,
a MoTOM OOBHMHSTBH B TOM, YTO OHA HE CKa4eT TakK e Beceso, Kak
rOpHast KO30UKa. YIIBIOHYBIIKCH Opary, KOTOPBIA U HE AyMaJ 3a-
HMIMINATh ee, JeBYIIKa OTBepHYIach. OTHICKAB B3IJISIIOM MaTh
OLIEHMB BHEIITHOCTh €€ KaBaJiepa, 3aBUCTIIMBO B3[JOXHYJA: OTIA B
3aMKe He ObUIO, 1 MaMa MOTJIa HOUb HalpoJieT TaHIeBATh C KEM
XOTeJia M CKOJBKO skenana. Okape ke MPUXOIUIOCh pa3BlieKaTh
6ecuyBCTBEHHOTO Opartiia 1 ero MpoTHBHBIX Apy3eil. Hu ¢ omaiM
U3 HUX OHA He cTajia Obl T0OPOBOJIBLHO TaHIIEBaTh. Tak UTO BTaii-
He OHa Obl1a OnarogapHa HeykJoxkeMy Pedy 3a T0, YTO OTIABHIT
eit Hory. 1 3o mpu ToMm, uTo HOra /10 cux nop Heuta. Ho ecim Obr



NpeJIIoKEHUEe UCXOMIIO BOH OT TOTO rojiy0orIa3oro OJIOH/VMHA,
OHa He OTKa3aIach Obl 3aKPYKUTHCS B BAJIBCE JJaKe C KOCThLIEM!

HeoxungaHHO My3blKa CTHXJIa, U OECTIEUHO MOPXAloIye IO
OaJbHOMY 3ajly Tapbl OCTaHOBWJIKMChH. BhICOKME pe3Hble TBEpH
MEJJICHHO OTKPBLIHCh, ¥ TPUCYTCTBYIOIINE IOBEPHYJIUCH K BXO-
ny. Ha nmuiax rocreit 3acThijio TOOOMBITCTBO. BeeM ObLIO WH-
TEPEeCHO, UTO e 3a MPHUIO3IHUBIIHIACS TOCTh TpHexan Ha 0aJ,
paau Koro ocraHoBuM TaHen? Okapa ToXe CHJIMIACH PasIiis-
J€Th HOBOIIPUOBIBIIIMX, HO BUJI 3arOPaKUBaJIU IPY3bsi Opata. Bu-
I 3aTpynHeHus cectpel, Keduul, XomoaHo nmocMenBasch Haj
Hel, IEJTKHYII ee 10 HOCY Y TOCOBETOBAJI IIPUHECTH CTYII, YTOObI
YHSTB JIIOOOTBITCTBO.

— Bopk [Joap ¢ conpoBoxkaeHrueM! — BaKHO BO3BECTHUII LIEpe-
MOHUMMENCTEP.

Oxkapa MTrHOBEHHO TOTpYCTHeNa: OHa *kjana cectpy. KeoHa
oberana, yTo 00s3aTeNIbHO yereeT K Oamy. CepenuHa jiera, HO
OT Hee coBceM He ObuIo Bectell. HaBepHoe, oHa mpocTto 3a0bLia
o manHoM Okape 0OelaHny WK Ke IMOCYUTaIa OOIIECTBO HaJl-
MEHHBIX ¥ 3aHOCUMBBIX BOPKOB HE CTOSIIM ee BHIUMaHusl. [Topa
niepecTaTh JkKJIaTh U HAJESITHCS, UTO CECTPA CIaceT ee OT HaIa0K
Opariia. X, ¥ IOYeMy OHa He PUTBOpUIach 6ombHoM?.. ['ynsina
OBl ceifuac BepxoM, J0OysICh 3Be3IHBIM HEOOM, 1 OblIa N30aBIIe-
Ha ot obmiecta Keduia.

V nBepeil BO3HMKJIA HEMOHATHAsI BO3HA. KTO-TO TOHEHBKO
BCKPHMKHYJI. 3auHTepecoBaBivch, Okapa obomuia Opara ¢ ero
Apy3bsIMH 1 TIofio1nIa Omke. LlepeMoHmniiMeicTep CHOBa BBICTY-



nui Briepe. OT ero HeBO3MYTUMOCTH HE OCTAJIOCh U ClIeia — Ha
TIOKPBITOM OMCEPUHKAMU TIOTa JIUIIE aJIeJT KpacHbIe MsATHA. 3a-
OBIBIIIKCH, MYXKUMHA B BOJIHEHUU TTPOBEJT TI0 BOJIOCAM, U CEJI0BA-
THIN MBIITHBIA TAPUK CheXasl HAOOK.

— Xapn Hoap u ero cyMepeyHuKu! — MOCMenHO BhIKPUKHYJT
OH.

3an 3aBonHOBaIcA. [py3bsa Kedwina oOmeHsich HepBHbI-
MU HIETIOTKaMU, a ¥ caM Opar cJI0BHO ocTosnOenen. Bocmonb3o-
BaBUINCh TEM, YTO OH OTBJIEKCs, OKapa NpUrHyJIach U TUXOHBKO
npodpasiack MEXIy 3aCTHIBIIMMHU OT U3YMJICHHS TOCTSIMU K TsI-
*kesoi OapxaTHoM 3aHaBecke. Tam, 3a TKaHbIO, CKPBITasl IBEPIIA,
KOTOpasi BefIeT K cBOOOJEe OT OCTOYEPTEBIIUX paclIapKUBAHUIA
C HeHaBUCTHbIMU roctsiMu! Elile mapa MUHYT, U OHa BBIPBETCS
U3-TIOJ1 yAymamIei oneku o6para. Okapa yxke MBICJICHHO BHJIE-
7a ce0s1 BEpXOM Ha IHEJIOM jkepeOiie 1 OIIyINaia CBEKHUe MOpPHI-
Bbl BETpa, Pa3BEeBAIOIINE TSKEJIbIE CKIIAKU €€ IJ1aThsl, KaK BAPYT
Bpe3ajach rojIOBOM BO YTO-TO TBEPIOE.

— Oii! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA U, TIPHKAB KO JIOY JIaJIOHb, HEJIO-
BOJIBHO ITOCMOTpEJIa HA MYKYHHY.

«OTKyga oH B3suicsA?» — HeloyMeBasa oHa. Okapa morJa 1o-
KJISICTBCS: TOJIBKO UTO TYT HUKOTO He ObUIO!

TeMHBII KaM30JT W3 JOOPOTHOW TKaHH, aJible MYTOBUIIBI W3
orpaHeHHOro pyouHa. Tako¥ e KaMeHb, TOJILKO JIy4IIIero Kadye-
CTBa, IPO3pAuHbIi U SPKHIA, CBEPKaJl B KOJIbLIE HA TIPOTSHYTON
He3HakomileM pyke. Cama pyka Okape MoHpaBUJIach: OPOH30-
Basi OT 3arapa Koxa, JJTMHHbIEe U3SITHbIE Nablibl. B3risi neByii-



KU CKOJIB3HYJI 0 MPEIIeyblo, IIMPOKUM ILIeUaM, a 3aTeEM OITy-
CTWICA K AJMHHBIM Horam. OmmuHas ¢urypa! Ho npu BHem-
Hell MPUBJIEKATETbHOCTH B IBUKEHUSIX HE3HAKOMITa He ObUIO HU
KaIlIM )KEMaHHOCTH.

— Bam nnomoun?

A BOT OT €ro XOJIOHHOTO rojioca Opocwyio B apoxb. Okapa
BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY M, CTOJKHYBIIMCh B3IJISIOM C TEMHBIMHU, Kak
Oe3JlyHHasi HOYb, IJIa3aMU MYXKUMHBI, 3aCThlIa OT yxkaca. [1ps-
MBbI€ BOJIOCHI OOpaMIISITH XY/IOIT[ABOE JIIIO, & B YTOJKaX KpacH-
BBIX TIOJKATBIX TYO 3aJIeTyI )KECTKUE CKIIATKH, CIIOBHO 3TOT Ue-
JIOBEK He YJIBIOAJCsl KaKk MUHUMYM cTo JieT. Okapa jorajpiBa-
Jlack, KTO niepes Her. TOT caMblid Xap/1 — TEMHBIN BJIaJIbIKa, KOTO-
POro COBCEM He/laBHO 0OBsIBUII LiepeMoHuiimericTep. [lepen Heit
CTOSUT 6eCCMepTHBIT !

— INoxanyii, OTKaKych OT Balllero IeAPOro NpeaoKeHus, —
JepeBSHHBIM rojlocoM 3asiBuiia OKapa U TyT ke OLIYTHB J1ypHO-
Ty, IPOBAIUJIACH B TEMHOTY.

Benecviii mymannuwiii cuaysm navin no 6030yxy, Kaxk  600e.
JlauHmble 8010Chl cyuwecmea noKauUueaalucs, CAO0BHO 8000POCAU
Ha eoanax. Okapa noxonooena: cepoye OYOmo CHCANU KAMEHHbLE
MUCKU, HO2U CIAAU 8amHbIMU. X0menocs yoexicams, HO OHA He
cmoena coenams HU wiaza. Bee, na umo xeamano cun — cmom-
pemv HA NPUOAUICAIOUeECS NOAYNPO3PAUHOE HEUMO U OHCUOAMDb



HeU368eCcmHo20, HO HEeU30eNCHO20.
Con, npecnedosasuuii Oxapy MHO20-MHO20 Aem, KA3AdA0Cb,
02ICUBAN, NPUOOPEMAst HOBble OemAal. ..



I'maBa 2
Henerckue Mmacku

— Ounyiace. [laiTte BOAbI, — BOPBAJICS B CO3HAHUE JEBYIIKHU
BJIACTHBIN KEHCKHUH roJIoC.

['y0 kocHynach MpUsITHAasH MPOXJIaa KepaMUUECKON KPYKKH.
Oxapa nonwia u 6J1arofqapHo BbIOXHYJIA:

— Cnacu00. .. MHE yKe JTydIIe.

— Hamyrasia mens!

Ha ynuBnenue, BopuaHue nokasanaoch Okape 3HakoMbIM. [le-
BYIIIKA C YCUJIMEM ITPOrHajia AypHOTY U NoAHsIa a3a. OHa Ha-
XOIWJIaCh B MAJIOW TOCTUHOU.

— Keona, — Teruto ynmsiOHynach oHa cectpe. — 1 oueHs panma
TeOS BUNIETD.

— Buxy, — uponnuno xmbikHys1a Keona. — Paga no nmorepu
yyscTB! Beex nepenosomma. Yro cirydnnocs? 3aueM permia
NPUTBOPUTHLCS OonmbHOW? Heysxemn Gpatel JocTal CBOMMH TTpH-
qupKamu?

— Keona, — sipoctHo 3amunen Kedpusii, — nocneam 3a s3p1kom !
Thl He Ha BO3/IYITHOM KOpabiie Cpe/ii COKETOB, a B BBICIIIEM 00-
mecrse!

— Kotopoe ¢ ynoBonbcTBMEM Obl TPOMEHsIIa HA BO3/AYIITHU-
KOB, — MIJIO YJIBIOHYIach Keona. — JIioOo¥ u3 cokeToB gact (opy
KaXJIOMY HAITbIITIEHHOMY TIOITyTalo0 Ha 3TOM Oaiy.



— C mens xBatut! — peikHya Kedpuin. — Moxeriib nornpouars-
cs1 co cBonmu cokeramu! Twl X OOJIBITIE HUKOTIA HE YBUIUIIIb !

— He 1ebe pemarts! — B3BWIIach cectpa. — S He aOwl KTO, a
NIepBbII MOMOIIIHUK TJIABHOTO KaruTaHa HemoOeuMOoi apMa/ibl!

— IIpexne Bcero Tl MOs1 cecTpa. 3ax04y — OCTAHEUIbCS JIoMa.
[Tpukaxy — BBIAJEIH 3aMyXk 32 TOTO, 32 KOro OyIeT BeJICHO.

Oxapa HenpusI3HEHHO MOCMOTpeJIa Ha Oparta: caMoo0yIaJaHe
y’ke BepHYJIoch K Hemy, ¥ Keduit onrymman cebst X03MHOM 1O-
noxenust. OH He yIycKaJ ciiydasi, YToObl YHU3UTD CecTep Nepes
JpYy3bsIMU W TIOKPACOBATHLCS Tiepeji HUMU. YTIHUBasiCh COOCTBEH-
HOW 3HAYMMOCTBIO, OpaT BBITSHYJICS BO BECh POCT M PaCIIPaBILI
rieur. BckuHyB og0opoIoK, OH MOKOCHUIICS Ha CTOSIIETO HeTlo-
JlaJieKy MpaqHOro OpIoHeTa.

Kedusuty ObUTO MPUATHO HE TOJNBKO BJIACTBOBATH HAJI CECT-
pOH, HO OTHO TO, YTO OH WCIIOJBOJIb MOT JIOCA/UTh Jaxe Oec-
CMEpPTHOMY, BO3BBIIIIATO €r0 B COOCTBEHHbIX MMa3ax. Ho oH
ommoOcs B pacuetax. Jloap He CMOTpeIN Ha ChIHA XO35IMHA JI0MA,
€ro BHMMAaHUEM 3aBJaJiesia Jep3Kasl KpPacaBULIa, MOJTyJesKalas
Ha JIMBaHe.

Okxkapa, o1y THB Ha ceOe B3IJIs/1 TEMHOTO BJIACTEIMHA, TOeKHU-
Jack. Ha He€ cHOBa HaBaiMiIach AypHOTA, a Nepejl IIa3aMHu 10-
TJIBUTA KPYTH.

OpuH By GeCCMEPTHOTO HArOHSUT HA JAEBYIIKY yxac. CTpaH-
HO...

«C 4ero Obl 00AThCSI HE3HAKOMIIA ?» — HaxMypuiiack Okapa u
OTBEPHYJIACh, MBITASICh IPUIIOMHUTH CBOM YYBCTBA IPU BCTpEUe



C IpyruM OeccMepTHhIM. DTO, MpaBja, OblIO JTAaBHO, U TMAMSITh
OTKAa3aJ1aCh BBIJABATH JIMLIO TOTO MYKYMHBI, HO OHA HE IOMHWJIA,
4TOOBI TEPsIJIa PU HEM CO3HAHUE.

JleByllIKa NOTsAHYJIa 32 PyKY MpauHYI0 1 HEJIOBOJIbHYIO CECTPY:

— Keona, He momoskems MHE ITOgHATHC ?

Okapa paccuuThiBaja, 4To OpaT MO3BOJIUT €i yIAIUThHCS, HO,
KOHEYHO, IITyTo ObUI0 0xkuaath oT Kedmna couyserus. [Toce
TOr0, KaK OH OIIYTUJI ce0si KOPOJIeM MOJIOKEHHM 1, TIOCTIe TOT0, Kak
€My y/IaJIoCh MpHBJIeYb BHUMAHUE BAXXHOTO TOCTS, OH HE COOM-
pajicsl Tak MPOCTO OTITycKath ero. Ha cectpy emy ObLio Harute-
BaTh.

— Keona, Tl BOBpeMsI rpuexara, — sJ0BUTO-ClalaBas yiblo-
Ka Opara MoJeicTBOBaIA HA CECTep OMUHAKOBO: JIEBYIIIKUA HACTO-
poxuamuck. — S cam momory Okape, a Thl ITIOJApY TaHEL] BOPKY
deby. Haia HeocTopoxkHast MaJIbIIIKa OCTYNUIACh, TOBPEIXIIA
HOT'Y M HE MOXKET TaHLEBATb.

N Kedunn KUBHYJI CTOSIBIIEMY PsIOM [PYry, yKa3blBasi
B3[JISJIOM Ha CECTPY.

Oxkapa n300pa3uiia Ha JIMIe BeXJIMBYIO YIABIOKY, HO €l XOTe-
JIOCh KPUKHYTh Ha Bech 311, YTOObl BOpKY Pely 3anpeTuiiu mno-
cemarh Oaibl. [Ipsimo Tak— 3anperuu! OHa ene caepxanach,
9TOOBI HE HAYATh OMPAB/BIBATHCS MEPE] CECTPON U BaXKHBIM TO-
creM. HecHocHblIi Jpyr Opata HECKOJIBKO Pa3 HEOCTOPOKHO MPO-
1IeJICS 110 €€ HOBBIM TY(JIsIM M OTJaBUJI HOTH.

Cnacna nosnoxxeHue BO30OHOBJIEHHasI B 3ajie My3blKa. Yepes
NPUOTKPHITYIO BEPh OBUIO BUIHO, KaK Mapbl 3aCKOJBb3MWIM TIO



napkety. CUSIOINIHIA, CIOBHO HATEPTHIN IO 3epKaJbHOTO OJecKa
JaiiHUK, Ped MPOTSIHYJ paCKPHITYIO JIaJJOHb:

— Ilogapute MHe TaHell, npekpacHast Keona? — 1, 3anonyyus
PYKY TOHUKIIEW AeBYIIKH, 06e103y00 ynblOHYJCsS: — Bel cranu
erie oOBopoxutenbHee! Popma cyMepeyHUKOB BaM HEBEPOSITHO
uaer! Ho, KOHEYHO, s MPeANnOYUTAIO TUIATHA. . .

— Tak HOcH, 51 TYT pyuYeM, — ycibiiana Okapa eiBa CIbIIIHOe
BOopuaHue cectpbl. Kepuin xmMypo caBuHys 1 OpOBU, M BMUT T10-
JoOpeBINas CecTpa MarHy/a K 3aCThIBIIEMY B HETOyMEHUH MY K-
uynHe. Ha nurie ee paciiena BexmBasi yiabIOKa, U OHA TPOMKO
nobaeuia: — Hageroch, 4To cyMero KOMIIEHCUPOBATh CBOW HEMO/I-
XOJSIIUA BHEITHUI BT TIPUSTHBHIM OOIIICHHEM !

[lon MpauHbIM B3IJIAIOM He3HakoMmua Okapa 4yBCTBOBaIA
ceOs1 HEYIOTHO, U CaMa TOITBITAIACh TIOIHATHLCS C IMBaHYMKA. Pa-
3ymeeTcsi, Opar JaJibliie CJIOB He TTPOJIBUHYJICS, U AEBYIIIKE TIPU-
IIUIOCh JEVCTBOBATh caMOCTOATENIbHO. B nonnmanuu Kedunna n
oberraHus o3ab0TUTBCS O cecTpe Oojiee YeM JgocTaTouHo. [oa-
HSBIIMCh, IEBYIIKA YHBUIO MTOCMOTpEJa Ha SIPKYI0 CTalKy MO-
JIpyT, TOPXAIOIIKX MO 37Ty, U TUXOHbKO B3JI0XHYJA. [[eBUOHKU
BCTPEBOXKEHHO MCIIOATHUINKA HAOTIONAIM 32 HEll, HO HU OfTHA He
PUCKHYJIA PUOIU3UTHCS, TTIOKA OpaT psIOM.

Kewiin xe He OoTphIBaJl BEICOKOMEPHOTO B3IVISAAA OT CyMe-
pEeYHMKa, C KOTOpbIM IpuIia cectpa. ['pomko, yroOs Joap xo-
POIIIO PACCbIIIA, TPOU3HEC, IKOOBI 00paIiasich K TOMSIIMMCS
y IBEPU B TOCTUHYIO JAPY3bsIM:

— Mozxer, BeIaTh cectpy 3a Peda? Xopormas maptus. XBaTUT



el 3aHuMarbcsl epyHaoi! JKeHilmHe He MeCTO Ha BO3IYUIHOM
CyIHe, 1a U KOMITaHUI0 OypEeHOCIIEB HeJb3s1 HA3BaTh IMTPUSITHOM. . .
S kax bl IeHb NEpeKUBalo 32 Hee — He nonoiHwia v Keona
psabl Oe3MMKuX !

BeccmepTHbI MoT4a HanpaBuJics K Beixoqy. OKapa HEBOJIb-
HO TOIIATHYJIACh, KOTAa MY>KYMHA IMPOXOAW MUMO. 3aIpoxkaa,
OIIYTUB UCXOSIILYI0 OT [loapa XooaHy0 1 onacHyo Moiib. Ho,
KOTJIa OH MCKOCA IJISIHYJI Ha Hee, BHICOKO MOAHSIIA MOAO0POIOK,
Oy/ITO IPUCYTCTBHE TEMHOT'O BJIAJIBIKA BOBCE HE ABUJIO HA Hee.

[IpoBonuB MyxkuuHy B3rIsiAoM, Okapa 3aMeTwia, Kak
B3JIporHyJia u nooseanena Keona, korga Habmonana 3a yXonom
cBoero kanutana. Cectpa ymoJsiole nocMoTpesa Ha Opara, 3a-
TeM BcTpeTuiachk B3rsaoM ¢ Okapoii... A yto ta morna? Ilo-
Oexarh, OCTAHOBUTH, MOMPOCUTh BepHyThcs? [lonoxa pyky Ha
cepmie, Okapa He crayia Obl 9TOTO JIeIaTh, Jake €CIU OT ITOro
3aBucesia coOCTBeHHast )ku3Hb. [IprcyTcTBUE GeccMepTHOro OyK-
BaJIbHO JIMIIIAJIO CHIL

Oxapa He BUjIeNa, Kak OH MOKWHYJI 0aJl, 3aTO OTYETIIUBO pa3-
auuuiaa oONerdyeHHbI B3/I0X, MPOKaTUBIIMICA mo 3aiy. [lox
PYKY ¢ OpaToM OHa BEpHYJACh K TOCTSIM U JIMIIE3pesa Beceso
Kpyxarmuecs apbl. C yXxonoM 0ecCMEpTHOTO pa3roBOPbI CTaIN
rpoMyue, Koe-TJie pa3aaBajics, OyATO MepesrBbl KOJIOKOIbUMKA,
JneBrurii cMex. TeMHBbIX BIaJbIK YBaKasM, a Kak UHave, HO Ma-
JI0 KTO XOTeJl JIMYHO C HUMU o01arhes. VX cuia qaBuia Ha mo-
CPE/ICTBEHHBIX MaroB, KOMX B UMIlepun ObUIO He cyecTb. Ho 1o
0OMOPOKOB OOBIYHO JIEJIO HE T0XOAWIO. BuaHO, CH IeByIIKY He



XBaTaJio Ha OAaHAJIPHYIO €CTECTBEHHYIO 3allHTYy.

— Kak nymaems, 3auem oH npuxonui? — cripocut y Kedui-
na ®eb, korga MyunTeIbHBIN [1si KeoHbl TaHell HaKOHEI] 3aKOH-
YUJICS.

— Yro TyT nymarh? — moxan rjedamu Opar, 0OBelT BBICOKO-
MEPHBIM B3IJISIZIOM TOCTe U, YOAUBIINCh, YTO BCE MTPUCITYIIIH-
BAIOTCSI, TPOMKO ITPOrOBOPUIL: — 3aCBUETELCTBOBATH MHE CBOE
MOYTEHUE, KOHEYHO!

— l'oBopsT, 4TO 151 GECCMEPTHBIX HE BaXKHBI TUTYJIBI, — T10-
MBITAJICS. BO3PA3UTh OMH U3 MPUITIAIIEHHBIX BOPKOB.

Kedwin cmepun My unuHy TakKdM JIEASTHBIM B3[JISIIOM, YTO
TOT CTYILIEBAJICSI M UCYe3. A XO35IMH Beyepa J0OaBUIT:

— Ham poa apeBHUIl U BIAMSATENbHbI, TEMHOMY BIAJbIKE
HEBEPOSTHO MOBE3JIO 3aM0yYUTh MOIO CECTPY B IIEPBbIE IIOMOIII-
HUKU.

— Mosxker, neno B 1pyrom? — 3aa1ymuuBo niporopopuit Cumyc.
Sroro npusTens Opata Okapa nmoutu yBaxkaia. Myxk4nHa He
MPOITyCKaJl HA OIHOM I00KH, HO, B OTJIMYKE OT JIpy3ei, 0Oaman
HEJI0)KMHHBIM yMoM. — Criblialt, ckopo Opakys oObsIBUT HEBe-
CTYy TEMHOTO BJIaJIbIKH.

— W GeccmepTHBI caM pemwit BeIOpaTh ceOe KeHIUHY? —
noziHsi1 Apyra Ha cmex Kedwmt. Ho ynbiOka ero pacrasiia, korjua
oH cmepw1 KeoHy onieHuBarommM B3risioM. B cBeTibix miazax
Opara Okapa 3ameTuIIa aTuHbIi oroHek. — Eciiu mogymats. .. 310
MOXET OBITh TIOJIE3HBIM [IJIs1 BCEW CEMBbH.

Bocnonb30BaBmMch TeM, YTO MYKYUHBI TIPUHSUTUCH OOCYX-



JaTh BO3MOXKHbIE TlepcnekTuBbl, Okapa noodpena k cecrpe. Keo-
Ha, Kycasi ryObl, TO C TOCKOM IIOCMaTprBaia Ha ABEPb, TO 3710 KO-
cuiack Ha Opata. [1pu 3TOM OHa mepecTynajia ¢ HOrd Ha HOTYy U
cjerka Mopumiack. Tak ¥ ectb! DTOT OereMoT OTTOITAN e CTO-
IIbl, ¥ CallOr'¥ HE 3alUTUIIN.

— Bor e 60onTyH, — npommmunena KeoHa u, yxBaTus cecTpy nop
JIOKOTb, YBJIEKJIa AAJIbIIE OT IPYMIbl MyX4UH. — [ OBOPAT U camu
HE [NOHUMAIOT, O YEM.

— Tet mpo Opakyna? — yrounwia Okapa v noxaja jie4yamu. —
Ja mycts GonraloT. 3aT0 OT HAC OTCTAJIH.

Omna Haciaxjaiacb IPUCYTCTBUEM CECTPBL: 3BYKOM €€ TrOJIO-
ca, OJIECKOM CBETJIbIX I71a3, CBEPKAIOIIMM IIeJKoM Bojioc. Keo-
Ha KpacoToy MPEBOCXOAMIA IEBYILIKY TaK ke, Kak Jebeb BOpo-
Oymika, Ho B Okape He ObLIO HY Karu peBHOCcTH. Eif ouens xo-
Tenoch 0OHATh KeoHy, HO Ta He moOuia MOTOOHBIX JKECTOB, Ja
€IlE U Ha JI0JAX, TI03TOMY OHa clepxkanack. [la U MbICIM cecT-
PBI, CyZsl IO PAacCCesSIHHOMY B3IIsIAY M OMyKIaloIell Ha HeKHBIX
ry0ax ynelOKe, ObUTH JAJIEKO.

— IIpo Opakyna, — npomentaia Keona v Bapyr npuskanach K
cecrpe.

DTO BBIIUIO TaK HEOXKMIIAHHO U HENOXOXkE Ha Hee, 4yTo Oka-
pa HeMHOTO Hcrmyraiack. Ho TyT ke oOpamoBanack u oOHsIA Jie-
BylIKy. Ei1 Tak ee He xBaraJo.

B ux cembe NposiBJI€HHE CUMIIATUM HE NPUBETCTBOBAJIOCh.
Orerr ObLT XOJIOZIEH U K COOCTBEHHBIM JJOYEPSM OTHOCWIICS HE
JydIiie, YeM K AETSIM COCeia, 3aTo chiHa 6oroTBopwit. Kedu. ..



9TO Konwsi Bopka ToOepoHa, ToNbKo Oosee KarpusHasi U HeTep-
nrMasi. Matb, CJIOBHO SIPKOKPBUTYIO 0a004KY, 3aHUMaJIa JIUIIIb €€
Kpacota. M ToJbkO KOHIOX D3KaH, Ka3zanock, oTHOcuics K Oka-
pe ¢ 3a00TIMBOI HEKHOCTBIO M OTEYECKOM JIIOOOBBIO, OTYETO OHA
omryIiana ceds HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

Ho ceromns cectpa 6bita mo-ocobomy mmia ¢ Heil. Cocky-
yniack? Bo3amoxxHo. PaccTpounack, 4to GecCcMepTHBIH yInies, He
nonpomasimck? HaBeprsika. Uto Obl HU MOCTYKUJIO TPUYH-
Hoit, OKapa C pajgocThio MPOBOIMIA BpeMs ¢ cecTpoil. KeoHa
NpUOIM3UIACh BIUIOTHYIO M C TIPEIBKYIIAOIIEH YIBIOKOW MIer-
HyJIa:

— Hapnetoch, Opakyn BeIOepeT MeHs, Have. .. — OHa ME/IJIEHHO
OTCTPaHWJIACH U 33/[yMYHMBO MOIIa 1A PyKOSITh KHHKaJIa, KOTO-
PBI BHICEJT B TIOSICHBIX HOJKHaX. — MlHaue MHe HeT CMBICTIa KHTh
JaJbliie.



I'naBa 3
IIpuBBLIYKH OTI[OB
NpeBPamarTCs B MOPOKHU JeTel

['ocTi pa3onuIMCh TOMBKO MO YTPO. YCTaBIIMe AEBYIIKH MO/
HSUTHCh B CBOM CTIaJIbHU, Tora Kak Kedwn yecrpemusics B kaOu-
HeT oTua. ToT HelTaBHO BEPHYJICS, U MOJIOZIOMY BOPKY HE Teprie-
JIOCh TOJEJUTHCS XOPOIIMMHU HOBOCTsIMU. BeccmepTHeiid, moce-
THUB UX OaJl, JaJl MOBOJ JIsl CIJIETEH U JIOMBICJIOB. MHOTHE rocTu
nocuuTany, uyto Joap HaxonuTcs B 0cCOO0OM OTHOIIIEHUH C CEMbei
TobepoHoB, 1 1o ouepeny 3aBeprn Keduiia B cBOMX JTydmmx
JpyXecKux HamepeHusx. [IpuriaieHHple I71aBbl BIUSATEIbHEN-
HIMX CeMeil UMIIepUH MOKeaal MOPOAHUTHCS ¢ HUMU. Bopkam
ObLI0 O€3 Pa3HUIIBI, KTO U3 CECTEP COCTABUT Mapy UX CHIHOBbSIM,
MOTOMY 4TO 00€ JIEBYIIIKH JUBHO XOPOIIIH.

Tak 4TO ¢ OTHOM NPEACTOSsT AOJATUI PasroBop. YIOBJIETBO-
peHHO moTtepeB pyku, Kedun mocrydyan B nBeph KaOHMHETa.
VYenpima BractHoe «Bxoau!», Hakasl Ha IBEPHYIO PYUKY U Tie-
peluarHys yepes rnopor.

— baromka, Okape nopa 3amyxk. CecTpeHKa 3acuaesiach B
JIeBKax, — HALIEMMB Ha JIMIO YJbIOKY, yBepeHHO 3asaBui Kedui,
HO JPOTHYBILUI I0JI0C BbIAJ BOJTHEHUE.

B npucyTtcTBuM CypoBOro OTiia OH TEPSICS U HEpBHUYAIL.

— He mammm, Kedun. ['oBopu, 3aueM mpuiles, Ui He Me-



ail MHe, — He OTPhIBAs IJ1a3 OT pa3JoKEeHHBIX Ha CTOJe Oymar,
paznpaxkeHHO poroBopri BOpk TodepoH. — Bpak Okapbl MOxeT
¥ MOJOXKJATh.

MenienHo, HanoMuHasi cebe 0 cOOCTBEHHOM BakHOCTH, Ke-
(punt mopoen k crony, 3a KOTOpPbIM cuzen otell. Habpasimch
XpaOpOCTH 1 CTapasich BHIINIAETh HEBO3MYTHUMO, OH MOJTYA B35
co crojia rpadvH, pa3iaui UMIIEPCKUNA BUCKM IO CTaKaHaM W
OIvH MpoTsHYJ BopKy ToGepony. OTtel ObLT BlieyaTiieH nepeme-
HOW B ChIHE, KOTOPBIA OOBIYHO TPsICCSA TIEpe]] HUM.

— 51 Tebs ciyman, — MPOU3HEC OH M, B35IB CTAKAaH, OTKUHYJICS
Ha MSTKYIO CIMHKY KpecJa.

3akpbiB rpacuH, Keduiit cen B Kpecsio HalpoTHUB U, BBITSHYB
HOTHU, PaccabIeHHO MTPOrOBOPUIT:

— Bopk I'epauir npocuit pyku Okapsl.

OH Hacjmaxaajics HENPUBBIUHOW peaklMed OTLA, KOTOPbIU
HEJIOBEPYMBO MPUCMOTPEJICS K ChIHY W, MTOHSIB, YTO OH HE IIIy-
TUT, CAEJaJl HIeJpblid [JIOTOK BUCKU. BeInpsimMuiics B Kpeciie U ¢
COMHEHHUEM CIIPOCHIL:

— Tak I'epaum mpocun pyku Okapsi? — ToOGepoHy CII0KHO Obl-
JIO TTIOBEPUTb, UTO €I0 3aKJIATHIN ONIOHEHT B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Ma-
JlaTe BOPKOB MOXkeJaJl U3MEHUTh MPUHIUITY «HE UMETh HUYErO
o6mero ¢ Tobeponamu». — [Mouemy? Uto oH xouer B3amen? Ka-
KOBBI €T0 yCJIOBHSA?

Kedust HeOpexHO nepeepHy 1 IiedaMu 1 OpOCKIt:

— Huyero!

['maza oTma HegOOPO CY3UIUCh, M MOJIOIOM BOPK TMOHSI, YTO



Ternepb, KOrga OH MOJTHOCTHIO 3aBJa/ieJ1 €r0 BHUMaHUEM, MTPUILLIO
BpeMs pacckazath 000 BceM. [1ocTaBMB HETPOHYTHIN CTaKaH C
BUCKM Ha ctoi, Kedpusut nogHsiscs u, pacxaxuasi o KaOUHeTy,
NOBe/Iajl O HEOXKUAAHHOM BU3UTE OECCMEPTHOTO U MOC/IEI0BaB-
IIIEM 32 €r0 OTHE3/IOM BOCXUTUTEIBHOM O€3yMHH T'OCTEH.

Korga Mosonoil BOpk BEpHYJICSI B KPECIIO, TOJI0C €ro Clierka
OXpMII U, B35IB CBOU CTakaH, Keduiin 3ammom ocymun ero.

— Hemutoxo, cbiH, — 0moOpuTeIbHO KUBHYI BOPK ToOEpOH.

TsKeno MOAHSIBIIUCH, TUIECHYI ce0e M ChIHY HOBYIO ITOPIHIO
BHCKM, YEM BBEPr B IIOK U nopagoBai Keduna. Panbiie oren
HE OKa3bIBaJl TAKMX 3HAKOB YBaXKEHMSI.

Jnsi cBOMX MPEKJIOHHBIX JieT crapimuii ToOepoH BhIIIsiieNn
MosioxkaBo. IIpsimas ocaHka, cenple IJIMHHbBIE BOJOCHI, OCTPBIA
B3[JIS, UAEAJIbHO CUISIIMI KOCTIOM NMOJYEPKUBAJ KPENKOe Te-
JIOCJIOKEHHE, KOUM He MoT noxBacTtarbesi cam Kedpuiun. Mosnopoit
BOPK 001a/1a71, YBbI, 32y PsITHON BHEIIHOCTHIO. BpICOKUIA, CTPOIi-
HBII, TUOKU, OH HE CUJIHO OTJIMYAJICS OT CBEPCTHUKOB. HeBbI-
pa3uTeIbHbIE YEPTHI JIMIA OH IBITAJICS OKUBUTh MOJHON KOPOT-
KOI OOPOJIKON U YCUKaMMU.

Bopk Tobepon obortien cToi 1, MpUOTU3UBIIKCH K ChIHY, 3a-
JYMUUMBO IPOU3HEC:

— Twt yBepeH, uto [loap BeiOeper Keony?

Kedwin Hanpsirest v 1uist XpaOpoCTH cienas Mie/Ipbiid TII0TOK
BUCKU. SIHTapHas KUIKOCTh 0O0XKIJIA FOPJIO, HO YBEPEHHOCTH He
prOaBUIIOCh.

—Keona Tak cunTaer, — BBIBEpHYJICS OH B CJIy4ae BOZMOKHOIO



MpOBaJja, CBAIMB MOCJEICTBUS Ha CECTPY.

Orten ycMexHYJICA U YCIIOKaUBAIOLIE MOXJIONAJ ChIHA MO TLIe-
qy.

— Ha cnyuaid, ecnu He Boiiiger ¢ KeoHol, y Hac ectb Okapa.
Haunu neperoBops! ¢ ['epauiiiemM, yckopb noanucanue 100pay-
HOT'O JJOrOBOPA.

OH BbIpa3uTEIbHO IOCMOTPEIT HA ABEPb.

— 3aBTpa JI0rOBOPIOCh O BCTpeue, — BHOBb OIIYTUB ceOsl Ha-
IIKOJMBIITUM MaJIbUMIITIKOM, TOPOIIMBO mporoBopui Kedui.

Mo xMypo cBeleHHBIM OPOBSIM OTIIA, OH MOHSLJI, YTO 3aCHIeN-
csl, ¥, BCKOYMB, KaK ObLJI, CO CTAKAHOM B pyKe, TOPOIUIMBO Ha-
MIPABUJICS K BBIXOZY.



I'masa 4
3a0yaeM A3bIK, HA KOTOPOM
MbI IIOHMMAJIA APYT ApPYyra

Bpems meperaraysio aneko 3a MojiieHb, KOraa TOpHIYHAS
pazoyaunina Okapy. IIpocHyBIIMCE, eByIIKa MOXaJIOBAlIach Ha
paHHee IpoOyKIeHUe, a BCIOMHUB O CECTPE, OBICTPO CKATUIIACH
C TOCTEJM ¥ TIOMYANIach yMbIBaThcsl. biiaro ropanyHas moszado-
THJIach 00 3TOM 3apaHee W ycriesia TIPUHECTH BOJIBI B Yallly IS
yMbIBaHMS. BriOpaB HeOecHO-romy0oe I1aThe U 00IaYUBIIUCH B
HEro, JIeBYIIIKA CITyCTHJIACh B CTOJIOBYIO, T/Ie €€ OKHUJIaa CecT-
pa. [MonnaBmmck 6e33a00THOMY HacTpoeHuo, OKapa MO3BOJIIA
ceOe Ha/IeTh Hapsj ¢ Oosee rITyOOKUM BbIPE30M, OTKPBIBAIOIIM
TUIeYH.

— Xouenib TPOryIsSIThCS MO BO3AYIIHOW OpuUraHTUHE? — 3a-
TOBOPILMLIKMM T'OJIOCOM Npemiokuia Keona, BbliIsA HaBCTpeUy
U3-3a CTOJA.

— Xouy! — 3aropenace Okapa U pacIuibuiach B CYACTIMBOM
YIIBIOKE.

['maza KeoHs! yIOBIETBOPEHHO OJIECHYIH, U IEBYIIIKA TIOBEP-
HYJIaCh K CJIyTe, 3aCTBHIBIIEMY y OKHA B OKUJIAHUU Pacopsike-
HUM.

— Cobepu HaM B IOPOTy KOP3UHY C 00€10M 1 OTHECH B IILTION-
Ky. YOenuch, 9YTo HaM TMOJIOKHJIA CTOJIOBBIe MpUOOpHL. — B ciy-



Yyae HepacTOPOMHOCTH CIIYTH €ro KAajia MopKa.

OO0 3TOM OTYETVIMBO TOBOPWJI BECh BHJ JIEBYIIKHU: KECTKHUM
B3IIsSI/I, METAJUIMIECKME HOTKHM B TOJIOCE, 3aCTHIBIIIEE HA JIUIE
BbIcCOKOMepue. OKkapa pacTepssHHO M M3YMJIEHHO CMOTpesa Ha
HE3HAKOMKY, KOTOPYIO CUMTasa cecTpoi. [ ofpl ciryxObl Ha Garo
uMIiepun n3MeHn M KeoHy, HO IeByIIIka HafesIach, 4To TaM, B
DIyOWHE JyIIN, OHA OCTaJIach MPEkKHEH.

HcriyranHblii ciryra MOKJIOHUJICS TOCHIOXe U OeroM Opocuiicst
K HEMIPUMETHOU JIBEPU JIJIsI IPUCITYTH.

Ortnas pacriopsixkenue, Keona yiabiOHynach.

— Be3nenbHuku. VX MOCTOSTHHO HYKHO TOHSITh, — CO 3HAHHEM
Jena 3aMeTwia oHa, 1 OKkapa CHOBa OTMETWJIa HEMPUSITHbIE U3-
MEHEHHUSI B CecTpe.

Panblie sxecTOKOCTh e He Obuta cBorcTBeHHA. CTapaHusMu
Kedwina ux mpucinyra npekpacHo BBIIIKOJIEHA U 3amyrada. Vim
He HY)XKHa JOMOJHUTENbHAst MOoTUBaIMsI. OHU U Tak COMBAJIUCh C
HOT, YTOOBI BBITTOJTHUTH MPUKA3 XO35IEB.

— Coexarb coOpanuch? — 3actai AeBymiek B xoite Kedwr,
M CECTpaM TMPHIIOCh 3aepkaTbcsi. OHU MPU BCEM KeJTaHUH He
CMOIJIM TTPOMTHOPUPOBATh ero nosiejienue. OH MOT HarOBOPUTD
OTITy TAaKOro, Mocje 4Yero AeByIleK Obl Hakazamu. — OObscHU-
TECh!

Ot pe3koro okpuka 6para Okapa THXOHBKO 3aCTOHAJIA U TIPO-
Jerierana:

— Keona cornacunack rnokasars MHE OpUTaHTUHY, — U YBUZIEB,
KaK TIOTeMHEJT JIMIIOM Opart, ObICTPO 3aBepria ero: — Mbl K Be-



Yyepy BepHeMC.

— Bbl 10oKHBI OBLTH CHAYaJIA Y MEHS OTIIPOCHUTHCS | — BCIIBLIHIT
Kedwnn.

— Mue He TpebyeTcs TBoe paspellieHue, YToObl OTIPABUTHCS
Ha OpuranTuHy! — XonoqHO Bo3pasuia KeoHa.

— Tebe ner! A eii na! — TkHyn naneiiem B Okapy MoJomon
BODK.

Emy 6bL10 0ueHb BaxxHO, uToObl KeoHa roHsiia, 4to 1oMa oHa
00s13aHa TTOTYUHSTHCS Opary.

— Onm mMoryT uat. — Ha KpuKk# BBIIIeN U3 CBOEro KabuHeTa
BOopk ToOepoH.

— Ho orel... — pacrepssaHo Bo3pasui Keduiin.

— He 3anyacrByid. IlycTh A€BOYKHM MOBECENSTCS, — KECTKO
000pBaJ ero raBa CeMeCTBa, BIIEPBbIE BCTAB HA CTOPOHY J0Ye-
peil.

He 3anono3puB HUYEro CTpaHHOIO B MOBeAEHMHU Bopka To-
Oepona, KeoHa 310pagHo ycMexHyJIach U IIPOIIIECTBOBAJIA Yepes
OTKpBITHIE CIYToi ABepu Ha ynuily. [loOmaromapyus oTia 3a Be-
mikonymme, Okapa nodesxaia cieaoMm.

B BO3AyIIHON NUTIONKE JEBYILIEK KAajla KOP3UHKA, JOBEPXY
HaroJIHeHHas Jenvukarecamu. Ciiyra siBHO paccrapasics.

— Kyna nmyte nepxumM? — paccTaBUB HOTH, TIOMHTEPECOBAJICA
HAEMHBIN BO3yIIHUK, KOI/Ia CECTPbI PACCEIUCh IO MECTAM.

— Jlepxu Kypc Ha OpuraHTtuHy, — npukasaia emy Keona u
ynoOHee yCTponiach Ha OOUTON OapXaToM CKaMbe.

[Tonynpo3paunas cdepa, Kak OJUH OrPOMHBIM MbUIBHBIA ITY-



3bIpb, OKPY’KaJla TPEXMECTHYIO IUTIONKY, 3alUILAst OT CHJIbHBIX
MOPBIBOB BETPA, JIUCTHEB, MECKA U JPYrOro MEJKOro Mycopa.
KeoHa 1 cama morya ynpasisiTb BO3YIIHbIM CYTHOM, HO TIpeJI-
104J1a BOCMOJIb30BaThCSl YCIYIraMy HAEMHOI'O Mara U BMECTO 3TO-
ro YMHHO cujena ¢ cectpoid. O yuemM Okapa HEMHOTO COKaJlena.
Eit Tak XoTenoch MOHAOMIOATh 32 CECTPOU B Jienie, Beib Keona
OJIH U3 CUJIbHEUIIIUX BO3/AYIIHUKOB, KOTOPHIX € JOBOAWIOCH
BCTpeyats. Eie 10 noctyruieHus Ha ciyk0y UMIIEPUU OHA MOT-
Jla TBOPUTH TaKOE€, YTO OOBIYHO YeJIOBEKY U BOOOPA3HTh CJIOK-
HO. Mora ynpasJisiTh IOTO/I0N, COOMpast WJIM Pa3roHsisl TPO30-
Bble TyuH. Co3/1aHHbBIE €10 BO3IYIITHbIE BOPOHKH BHIKOPYEBHIBAIN
JiepeBbsl, OCBOOOXKAsi MO /s MOCeBOB. [laske mMoria cTaBuTh
Marmdeckue muThi! 1o 11 OKapsl ObLIIO BEPXOM MaruyecKoro
VICKYCCTBA.

Penkue mymmcTbie o0aka CKOJIB3WIM 10 HeOy, oOeras Terl-
JIbIA COJNHEYHbIN AeHb. Ha 3070THCTBIX mmuisix OarlleH urpa-
JIV COJTHEYHbIe ONMUKU. VI3sIIHbIe apKU 1 caflbl YK paIliaid 3aMKH
BOPKOB. B IIeHTpe CTONMIIBI KPacoBaJICs MPEKPACHBIN IBOPEL] C
MpPaMOPHBIMU KOJIOHHaMH U poHTaHaMmH. [To3aau Hero mo nogo-
OuI0 TaOMPUHTA PACKUHYJCS Cajl, a TaM, 32 BBICOKMMU KaMeH-
HBIMM CTEHaMM, Ha OKPauHe JOJUHBI X1 rpocToi Jofa. Ha do-
He SIPKOro HeOa MX JIEPEBSIHHBIE JIOMA BBIICISUIUCH PA3MBITHIMU
[[BETHBIMU MSATHAMH.

Mar B3MaxHyJ1 pyKaMmH, U LUTIONKA MOUUIA HA CHYKEHHE. Y
MPUCTAHU, TIPSIMO MOJ HUMM, HA BOJIHAX [OKAuMBajach IMpU-
mBapToBaHHasi OpurantuHa. CryIlieHHbIe YepHble rapyca Tpe-



nerany Ha BeTpy. CMepTesbHO OJeIHBIMU, MOTYHPO3PAYHBIMU
HeTPUKAsHHBIMU AyIIaMHU HaJl OpUTaHTUHOU KPYKUIIM OypeHoc-
bl — OTEPSIBIINE YEIOBEYECKHIA OOJIMK Maru-Bo3ayIIHUKH. VX
JUIMHHBIE, PEJKHE BOJIOCHI IUIABHO Pa3BEBAJIMCh HA BETpY, ITy-
CTBIE BIAJIbIE I71a3a HA OOTSHYTOM OJIETHOUM KOXKel JIUIIE BBITIIS-
aenu xKyTkoBaro. Ha uto onu criocoOns1, OKape He XOTeNOCh BhI-
sicHATh. Kak cectpa coOupanach MpoBECTH UX Yepe3 BO3AYIIHBIX
CTpasKkel, IeBYIIIKE CIOKHO ObLJIO IIpeicTaBuTh. Y He eil oHOM.
[TpuOMM3MBIIUCH K OPUTaHTUHE, HAEMHBIA Mar OITyCTUJT HAIIPsI-
JKEHHbIE PYKH, MTO3BOJIUB LUTIONKE AperdoBarh B Bo3ayxe. I1o-
YyBCTBOBAB MX IMPUCYTCTBUE, OYPEHOCIHI 3aMETAINCh U CTael
00e3yMeBIIMX MTHUI] C TPOH3UTENHHBIM BOEM 3aKPYKIIUCH HAJl
KOpabdseMm.

Keona pykou nonana 3Hak asurarscs Brepel. Ilapens noko-
CWJICS Ha Kpyx)aumx OypeHOCLEeB, MOATSIHYJI IITaHbl, 6€3 TOro
HOpPMaJIbHO CHJEBILIME HA HEM, U pacrpaBui meud. OnacivBo
NOIJISIIbIBAsT HAa CTpaxel, NoAHs1 pyky, 1 OKapa olyTuiIa Xo-
JIOZIHOE IYHOBEHHME HEOXKMJAHHO HasleTeBluero serpa. llmonky
CUJIBHO KayHyJ10. YTOOBI HE BBIBAIMTHCS 32 OOPT, IEBYIIIKH BIIe-
NWIKCh B OapXaTHbIe CKaMEWKH.

— Ilpoctute, — HEPBHO MPOOOPMOTATT HAEMHUK, HE CITyCKast
COCPEIOTOUEHHOTO B3IIsiIa C OypEeHOCIIEB.

[1naBHBIA B3Max pykamu, U JIOAKA Kak MO BOAHOM ITIaIu 3a-
CKOJIb3UJIa K OpUTaHTHHE.

— Korna BepHeMcsi B 3aMOK, BeJTio TeOsI BHIIOPOTh! — IepHYIa
yronkom ryd KeoHa u, pa3xkaB majblibl, BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH.



HaemHBIlI Mar ¢ paBHOLYIIHBIM JIOOOTBITCTBOM TTOCMOTPEI
Ha Hee. CJIOBHO BOBCE HE €r0 COOUPAJICH BHICEUb.

— 3abaBHo. U1 kak BbI coOMpaeTech OCyIIeCTBUTh CBOIO yTIpo-
3y?

YyBcTBY#, 4YTO Ha3peBaeT ckanaal, OKapa HEyKJIIOKE MTOIHS-
J1ach CO CKaMbH U, TIOIIATHIBASICh, IPUBUHYJIACH K CECTPE.

— ¥V Te0s1 He MOyYUTCs €ro HaKa3aTh, — BIIOJITOJI0CAa COOOIIH-
J1a OHa U, 7a0bl cecTpa yCIOKOMIACh, HErPOMKO 3aMeTuiia: — Pas-
BE UTO YBOJIUTb 32 AEP30CTh.

— 51 yro-HMOYAP MpUAYMAaI0, — HEMPEKJIOHHO 3asiBria Keowa,
OTKa3bIBasICh CMEHSITh THEB HA MUJIOCTb.

Okxkapa ¢ coxajieHMeM MOCMOTpelia Ha MapHUIIIKY C BUAY Ofl-
HOTO C Hed Bo3pacTta. OOBIYHO UM MTPUCITY)KUBAJT CEMENHBII Mar,
HO CErOfH:I OH yJIeTeN ¢ nmocnanueM Bopka ToOepoHa, u ero cme-
HWJI BHYK BO3/IyIIHMKA, MojipadaThiBalonii HaeMHuKoM. [lap-
Hsl, KQXKeTCsl, 30BYT. ..

— Topn Jlapc, — npunomumina Okapa, — BaM He O 4eM Oecrio-
koutbcs. Cembst ToOEpOHOB HE HAaKa3bIBAET HAEMHYIO TIPHCITYTY.

VBaxkaeMblii Cpeiv TPOCTOMIOAWHOB TUTYJT TPAJIOB CEMbE Map-
HUIIKKA TpUCcBOU eme npajnen OKapbl 3a BEPHYIO U JIONTYIO
ciyx0y. Eciu kTo-HUOYAb ClTy4yaifHO y3HAET, uTo 10ub Bopka To-
OepoHa coOpanach HaKa3aTh HAEMHOTO CJIYTy, CKaHJajla He W3-
6exarb. Okape He XOTeJIOCh MTPE/ICTABIIATH, B KAKOI THEB MPU/IET
ee orelnl. Ha otiia, kak cBopa coOak, B UMIEpaTOpPCcKOi nasiare
HAKUHYTCSI BOPKH, TpeOys oObsicHeHnid. C JIMYHON MPUCTYTron
Ha KOHTPAKTe 3HaTh MOIJIA JEJaTh YTO TIOKETAeT, & BOJIbHBIE Obl-



JI HeTIPUKOCHOBEHHBI.

— He tebe pemats ero cynpOy, cectpa, — KeCcTKO TPOroBopuiia
Keona.

— Ho orer... EMy He moHpaBUTCs, — HEYBEpPEHHO BCTYIIIIIACH
3a mapHsa Oxkapa.

— OH He y3HaeT, — XOJIOHO CKPUBIJIACH CECTpa, JAaJIbIIIe TPo-
JOJDKUATH pa3ropop y OKapbl He MOTYUYHIIOCh.

OHM TOAIUTBIM K OpUTaHTHHE, PYKM Mara 3aJpoKajiv, W
ILTIONKY CTaJIO CHJIbHO PacKaurBaTh.

Jleraromas Hajm kopabneM crass OypeHOCIEB TOHECTach K
HEe3BaHbIM rocTsM. M3gaBaembli UMM HEYEJIOBEUECKHMI BU3T
NIPEeBPATUJICS B ODJTyHIAIONIMK Ty, Mar yrnpsiMo 3apbluai u cjie-
JIaJT HECKOJIbKO KPYroBbIX B3MaxoB pykamu. IILmonky, Kak my-
IIMHKY, TIOAXBATWII TTOTOK BETPa, U OHA TIOMYaJiach Ha BCeX TM0-
pax K npucranu. [To cBupenomMy Jily MapHUIIKA OTYETIUBO Obl-
JI0 BUJTHO, KyJIa €My XOTeJIOCh ITOC/IaTh IAMOYEK C UX MTPOTYJIKOM.
Harnyrannas u ormymeHHast Okapa Oblla He POTHB MPOTYJISTh-
CS1 ¥ TIO U3BECTHOMY a/Ipecy — MOJABIIUCh K YePTy Ha KyJIMUKH.
[TpuKpBIB yIIIM, OHA TIPUTHYJIACHh U TIOJUBIIIACH TOMY, KaK Xpao-
po Bena ceds ee cectpa. PaccraBuB Horu, KeoHa criokoiHoO cTo-
sla ¥ COBCEM He Apoxkana oT yxkaca. HaobopoT — oHa ysbiOa-
JIach, a ee r1a3a CBETUJIMCh TPEeBOCXOICTBOM. OKapa ¢ HempHsIT-
HBIM YMBJICHUEM OCO3HaJIa — CECTpy 3a0aBJIsll ee U Mara CTpax.
KeoHa ckjioHWIach K KOp3WHE M JOCTaJIa... CepeOpsSHYIO JIOXK-
Ky. «Jloxky? — HemoymeBana Okapa. — OHa OyzeT 3alumarbcs
noxkou?1». OHa codpanach ObUIO OTAATH PUKA3 TOBOPAYUBATH



00paTHO, HAJIESCh, YTO UM KAKUM-HHUOYIb UyJOM YJacTCs Cra-
CTUCH, KaK BApYT KeoHa KpukHya:

— Bama pans! — Y notpsicina Jioxkoit Haj rojioBoi. — [Ipomy-
crure Hac!

Ornymaromnuii Boi CTHX, U OypeHOCIIbI OrPOMHOM TEMHOM Te-
HBIO TIPOHECITUCH HAJl NUTIONMKOW. OHU HAXOMWINCh OYeHb OJIN3-
k0. Hacronbko Gim3ko, uto Okapa cMoria yBUAETh JIUIO OIHO-
ro u3 crpaxeil. OOTAHYTHII MEPTBEHHO-OJIEIHON KOXel uepern
C OOBETPEHHBIMU INEKAMHU M TYCKJIO-CEPbIMU Oe3KN3HEHHBIMU
IJ1a3aMu BBEpr ee B ykac. OHa OTKpbLIa POT, YTOOBI 3aKpUYIATh,
U mepeymaia, Korja CTpax sKyTKO npoiunes: « Thl. ..»

Bcero Ha KpaTKuil MUT B IyCTOM B3IUIsiie OypeHocla MosIBU-
JIOCh HEUTO TaKOe, UTO 3aCTABUJIO JIEBYIIKY 3a/JyMaThCsl, a TaK
JI1 OH MEPTB.

OpuH U3 cTpakeii BoIxBaTHI y KEOHBI BOXK/IETIEHHYIO JIOKKY,
1 OypeHOCIIBI CHITOM MTULIEH BEPHYJIUCh Ha CBOM MOCT, B3MBIB B
HeOo.

— OHu coOMPAIOT JTOKKHU? — HE B CHJIAX TIOBEPUTH B CITy4MB-
1Ieecsi, otToporneno cnpocuia Okapa y cecTpsl.

— OHu cobupaioT cepedpo, — CIOBHO HEPAIUBOM YUEHHUIIE 0-
sicnmna Keona. — CepeOpo — ux cBsi3b ¢ ponuibiM. B 6opboe ¢
Oe3NMKIMU Marvd HOCAT ¢ cO0O0M cepeOpsiHble KIMHKHU. TONbKO
9TOT MeTaJUl MOXET UX PaHUTh, Kajlb, 4YTO He youts. Ho He y
KaXkJI0rO OHM BO3bMYT AaHb. UTOOBI 3aIIaTUTh 32 TIPOXO[, HYX-
HO OBITh 3aIeYaT/ICHHBIM C KOpaoJiem.

— 3aneuyar... Yero? — He noHsna Okapa.



— 3areyvaTieHHbIM, TIIYIBIIKA, — CHUCXOJUTEBHO YIBIOHY-
nacek er Keona u ropaenmBo 3akoHumna: — [IpoBopurcsa cnenm-
aJIbHBIM PUTYaJl HA KPOBH, IOCJIE KOTOPOI'O 1A€TCS IPABO BIUAThH
Ha OypeHOCIIeB.

Oxapa mopaaoBaiach, 4YTo y cecTpbl ObUIO 3TO mpaBo. Mua-
Ye... MIHaYe OHU MOIVIA U HE BBUKUTD.

Mar oGeccriieHHO pyXHYJT Ha CKaMblo, TIO €ro OJIeJHOMY JIHITY
rpajgom crekai not. lmonka c6aBuia xoa U, OMyCTUBIIUCH HA
BOJly, HEMHOTO [TOKauMBasiCh, MOAIIIbUIA K TUXOM raBaHu. Okapa
c oOsieryeHreM BHIIOXHYJIA, €i He TEpHesIoch Oy TUTh TBEPAYIO
NOBEPXHOCTh Mo Horamu. KopaOiu, ILUTIONKKY ee myrajid — oHa
HE yMeJla HY I1J1aBaTh, HY JIETaTh.

«3a4yeM BOOOIIIE COIACUIIACH HA STY MPOTYJIKY 7» — MBICIIEHHO
KOpHJIa oHa ceOsl.

[IpoBens pykamu IO BJIaKHBIM KOPOTKMM BOJIOCaM, Mar Ioj-
HSUICA U, TIPOTSIHYB PYKY, IOMOI' MM B300paThCs 10 KaMEHHOM
JIECTHULIE Ha IEPEBSHHBIN MUPC.

— Kop3uHka, — BeJIM4eCTBEHHO IOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY, IS CBEP-
Xy BHM3, Besiesia Okapa CToSIEMY B HUIIONKE MapHUILKE.

Ha nupce Obuto MHOrO mogeid. Myx4uHbl B CBOOO/IHBIX pY-
0axax M INTaHax-IIapoBapax MEPeHOCHIN 3aTeMHEHHBIE MOp-
CKAM BETPOM SAIIMKU. BOpKM B IOpPOrMX KOCTIOMax IE€peroBa-
PUBAJIICh, HEKOTOPbIE HETEPIEIUBO MOTJISAbIBAIN HA OPUTaHTH-
HY, a Jipyrue HaOmoaanu 3a aeBylikamu. Kaszanocs, yBaxxaemble
BOPKH KOro-To sk1anu. [TogHuMast ¢ moMoIbpio Maruv KOpoOkw,
KpPacoTKM HapaBHE C MYKYMHAMH MEPEHOCHIIN UX Ha KOpaOIb.



3acTernyTele 10 caMoy IIeu IPOCTOPHBbIE PyOaIllku He CKpbIBa-
M okpyriocred. CavIkoM NblHbIX Ha B3naa Okapel. Ho xy-
e OBbLJIO TO, YTO JICBYIIIKKM HE HOCHIIM 1000K. CTpOMHBIE HATPY-
’KEHHbIE HOTY OOTATMBAJIH, CIIOBHO BTOPOU KOXkeEH, MOJOTHSIHbIS
OpIoKH, 3arpaBlieHHbIE B BBICOKUE carord. He B cuax mosnblie
CMOTPETH Ha BYJIbrapirHy, Oxkapa moBepHyJIach K HUTIOIKE, YTO-
Obl IOTOPONUTH Mara, U 3acThla B HEMOM yauBjieHuu. Hemio-
’KMHHOW CWJIbl MYKUMHBI C YEPHBIMHU TIOBS3KAMHU Ha rOJIOBax 3a-
Opasin y mosiBuBIIIerocst Ha mupce Jlapca KOp3uHKy ¥ MoI4a OT-
namm ee Keone.

— Yrt0 mpoucxoauT? — HeyBEpEHHO CITPOCUJI TApeHb, OTCTYIAs
K JIECTHUIIE.

— [Nozapasnso! Tel 3aunciieH B cokeThl. Tebe mocyacTIvBu-
JIOCBh CIIY’KUTh BO (PJIOTE €ro MMIEPATOPCKOIO BEJIMYECTBA IO/
MOHM HAyaJioM.

MecTb cecTpbl CBEPIIMIACH — C YHABIIMM CEpALEM MOHsIa
Okapa. Ilepen ee MbICIEHHBIM B30POM BCTAJI0O HEBO3MYTHMMOE,
HO Takoe J0Opoe JIMIIO CEeMEHHOro Mara, KOTOPHI B AETCTBE
BO3WJICS ¢ HUMU. Kaxayio cBOOOAHYIO MUHYTY OH IMOKa3bIBaJl
BIIEYATJIMTEIbHBIM JAEBOYKAM BOCXUTHUTEJIbHBIE uyneca. Pasro-
HsUT Ty4H, KOIJIa CECTPaM XOTeJIOCh YCTPOUTh MUKHUK HA TPUPO-
ne. [IpusbiBas BeTep, packaumBall Kavyeliv, U TOraa OKpyra orjia-
11ajach 3BOHKOM TpPeJblo AEeTCKoro cmexa. Ha pamocts neBou-
KaM, BBIHUMaJI M3-32a Ma3yxu kam3oua 1Betsl. [ToB3pocies, Oka-
pa 3amoI03puIIa, YTo MOCIeiHee ObLIIO TPIOKOM, HE CBS3aHHBIM C
marueu. [IpocTo omHa)Ipl OHA yBU/IEIA Mara, CpbIBaIOILIErO XpU-



3aHTEMY, 4 YYyThb IMO3XKE, PACIIAXHYB KaM30JI, OH MPCEIIOJHEC €€

JIEBYIIIKE.

— Cecrpa, noxanyicra... — B 6eccunuu noripocuia Okapa,
HACTOPOKEHHO TSI HA MY)KYMH, CXBaTUBILUX O] PYKHU TMap-
HUIIIKY.

KeoHa ¢ yrpiomMbIM BbIpa)k€HMEM Ha JIMIE KUBHYJA, U JBOE
I'POMMJT MOTALIMIIM I0HOTO Mara K Tparty.

— Otniyctute MeHs! §l He moanuCchIBasICs CIIYKUTh BO (piote! —
3aJieprajicsi B MOMBITKE BHIPBATHCS MAPHUIIIKA, HO COKETHI TMPO-
JOJIKAJIM TAlUTh €ro BIepe[.

A 4toObl He Memian, Jlapca ygapuiim KylakoM IO 3aTbUIKY,
¥ OH 0e3MOJIBHBIM KyJIeM IOBHUC B UX MOTYYUX HATPYKEHHBIX
pYyKax.

[0 Ha pa3BepHYBILIEECS IEUCTBO, TOCTONOYTUMBIE BOPKU
XMYPHIUCh ¥ C BUJIOM «MEHs 3TO He KacaeTcs» Opes3rIMBO OT-
BOJWJIM I71a3a. [IpeObiBasi B JIETKOM IIOKE OT TOTO, YTO HUKTO HE
BCTynuJIcs 3a napHUIKy, OKapa NMo3BOJIMIA CECTPE MPOBOIUTD
ce0s1 Ha OopT Kopadiis. A OHa, JypouKa, NepexnBaa, Kak Oyaer
MO/IHUMATBCS 110 IIMPOKOH JIepeBsIIKe, UMEHYEMOM TParoMm.

— He no3opb MeHs1, — npormurena eii B yxo Keona u ormycruna
ee JIOKOTb.

CHoBa ormryTuB ce0sl MPaBoOil pyKOW KaluTaHa, JEBYIIKa 00-
BeJla XO3MCKUM B3IJIS1J0M NaTyOy M 3aMeTHI1a XJIMIIKOTO Ha BUJL
napHUIIKY. TOT Talw HACTONBKO TsIKeJble BeJpa C BOIOM, UTO
TOJ1 X BECOM €ro Xy/Ible HOT'M MOAruOauch. BiacTHbIM kectom
KeoHa nogo3Basa ToIero cokera, u ToT, y3peB HerJIaCHBII MpH-



Ka3, TIOCTaBWJI HOIITY, C TPYIOM PACIIPSIMUII CITUHY U TTOMYAJICS
K Hell. BcyunB emy kop3uny, Keona kopoTko Benena:

— Hakpotii oben B Moeii Katote.

[TokJIOHUBIIKCD, TAPHUIIIKA YMYaJicsi B Hem3BecTHOM Okape
HarpapjieHuu. EcTh IeByIIIKe MepexoTenoch, BIPOUEM, 1 Kesla-
HHE HaXOAWTHCS B OOIIECTBE cecTphl mponaio. Barisay Oxapsl
HEBOJILHO yCTpeMWJICsl 3a OOpT, Te MpOTSHYJIOCh TUXoe, Oec-
KpaiiHee Mope, TiepesTUBaIoIeecs] BCEMH OTTEHKaMU yiIbTpama-
puHa. B jyyax mosyneHHOroO COJIHIIA Ha BHYTpPEHHEW OOIIMBKE
KOpabJIst M3 TEMHOTO JiepeBa oTpaxasuch omukn. Kazanock, 1yHb
BETED, U MpsIMbIE TIapyca Ha IBYX OYEHb BBICOKMX MauTax B3MeT-
HYTCS1, @ KOCble Ha HOCY OpUTaHTUHBI HATSHYTCS, U KOpaoJib, Oya-
TO MPU3paK, yHeceTcs B HeOeca. OT pasrisiapiBaHust Kopaois ee
OTBJIEKJIM TIOSIBUBIIIMECS] HA TTATTyOe COKETHI.

[IIupoko B3MaxuBasi METKAMHA U METIAMH, OHU TTPUCTYIIHJIH
K HaJpauBaHuIo Namyosl. OKaThiBasi IpyT Apyra BOIOW U3 Besiep,
CMesiCh, OHHM CKpeOJIn IepeBSIHHBINA HACTHUJL.

— Cmorpu Tyza, — ycasimana Okapa DpUMUAPUTENBHBIN TOJI0C
CECTpHI.

He B cunax OoJbliie 31UThCS U 00elast Mo3Ke BEPHYThCS K
cynpOe mara, JeByIlKa MocCMOTpena Tyaa, KyJa ykassieana Keo-
Ha. [To KaHaTHBIM PACTSHKKaM, MPUKPETUIEHHBIM K MadTe u 60p-
Ty KOpabiisi, MPOBOPHO B30OUPAJICS COKET.

— DT0 BaHTHI, — NOsICHUIA cecTpa. — [Ipunuia cMeHa napHs
BECTHU JI030p B BOPOHbEeM rHe3zie. OHUM HaOMOA0T 32 TOPU30H-
TOM U JIOKJIABIBAIOT 000 BCEX 3aMEUYEHHBIX CTPAHHOCTSIX.



Boponbe rHe3/10 BBIIISIIENo, Kak IMUPOoKasi KOp3uHa, Orudaro-
mas Mauty. OT pasrisagbpIBaHuA CIOKEHHBIX TapycoB U pert Oka-
Py OTBJIEK 3BYK MAJAIOIIEr0 BEApa.

— Temunle nemonsl! Kto nocrasui cioga Begpo?! — Bckpuyai
OJVH 13 IPOMUJI, YTO COBCEM HellaBHO yBes Jlapca u ycnesn Bep-
HyTbCs. CBEpKas COBEPILEHHO JIBICOM I'0JIOBOM Ha COJTHUE, MYXK-
YMHA XMYPO OCMOTpE] MOKpbIE CAllory U JIy’Ky Y CBOUX HOT U
MIO/IHSUT CY3UBIIMECS IJ1a3a Ha MEepenyraHHyIo KeHCKYI0 (purypy
co ckpeOkoM B pyke. — Thi!

— OHO He Moe, — UCITYT'aHHO TpoJieneTana He3HakoMasi Okape
JIeBYIIIKA Y TOBEPHYJIACh K BEAPY, CTOSIBILIEMY C APYTOi CTOPOHBI
OT Hee.

— Torna ube? — B3peBeJ1 310POBSIK.

OT Hero UCXoAWJIM TaKKe BOJIHBI THEBA, 4To Yy OKapsl 10 Cru-
He TpoOesKalT XOJIOIOK.

— O06en HaKPHIT, — ¢ yIBIOKOU cooOrma KeoHne napHuIika, Tot
CaMblii, 4TO OCTaBWJI Oe3 MPUCMOTpa Bepa.

Oxkapa cpasy ero y3Hana. bbuto B HeM He4TO Takoe, 4To 3a-
CTaBWJIO HEBOJIbHO 3allOMHUTH ero. [Ipsamoil B3risid, yBepeH-
Hbl€ JBUKEHUS, U XOTsl OH JIEPKaJICA C BUIUMOM MPOCTOTOU, B
HEM YyBCTBOBAJIOCh BHYTPEHHEE JOCTOMHCTBO, KOTOPOE HE MOT-
JIa CKPBITh TeMHas (popMa COKETOB.

[Tpu Buse 3acThIBIIEN Ha KOJNEHSIX JEBYILKH JIMLIO MapHs KC-
Ka3WJIOCh B rpumace yxkaca u otdassiust. OH NonsTuics u Obul
ocraHoBjieH KeoHoil.

— TBoux pyk Jeno? — KMBHYJIa OHA Ha BEAPO, OCTABJIEHHOE



0e3 MpUCMOTpPa y MauTHI.

Korma no3Basna ero, cecrpa siBHO He 0OpaTijia BHUMaHHSI, YeM
3aHMMAJICSl TIApHUINIKA. B I71a3ax cokera mpomesibKHyna oope-
YEHHOCTb, U ObLJIO BUJIHO, YTO OH HE MOT BHIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA.
Ho, pacripaBuB 1jieuu, oH NIyOOKO BIOXHYJI, KaKeTcsl, cCOOMpa-
SICh TIPU3HATBCS, KaK pa3alicsl BAHOBATBIN IEBUUUI TOJIOC:

— [IpocTtute, 3T0 MOSI OTLIONITHOCTD, — ¥ €r0 00JIaJaTebHUIIA,
OTJIOKUB CKPeOOK, C OIMYIIEHHOW T0JI0BOM MOIHSIACH HA HOTH.

— YroOsl iombITh mamyOy, lapuHa, Thl MpuHecHa cede Tpu
Bejipa Bojibl? — ObICTpO mofcunTtaia KeoHa, He MOBEpUB JIEBYIII-
Ke.

— Vry, — MOHYpO KMBHYJA Ta, U HA JIMIIE MapHs MPOCTYIIIIO
oOJieryeHue, CMeIaBIINCh C COKATEHUEM.

Coxaneer oH! A oTayBarbCs 3a HEro MPHUIETCSA APYromy?
YyBCTBO CripaBeilIMBOCTH B3brpasio B Okape. Pa3 ona He cmora
nomMoub Jlapcy, HUKTO He MoMelaeT eil BCTynuThes 3a Jlapuny.

— Ee BuHBI B cityumBIIIeMcs HET! — 3aMajibuvBO 3asiBUIIA JIE-
BYIIIKa, COOMPAsiCh pa300IaunuTh UCTUHHOTO BUHOBHUKA.

[Tneun [TapviHbl B3APOTHYJIH, U €€ B3IJIsA]] 3arHAHHOTO )KUBOT-
Horo MeTHyJcs K Okape.

— YT0 BaM U3BECTHO, BOPKOPUS? — PHIKHYJ 3JI0POBSIK, CBEPK-
HYB THEBHO TJIa3aMHU.

Hapuna ymornsiome nmocmorpesna Ha Okapy, U TOW MPHUIILIOCH
OTCTYIUThCHL.

— 41 3Ha10 POBHO CTOJIBKO %K€, CKOJIBKO U Bbl, — BHICOKOMEPHO
npousHecia Okapa, cTaBs Haxaua Ha MecTo. — Bbl oviH BUHOBa-



Thl B ciiyumBIiemMcs. [1og HOru Hajjo CMOTPETb.

['pomuiia xJionHyI 1a3aMu, ¥ B HUX OKapa pa3innyduiia onac-
HBII OJIeCK— ee 3amucaid B KPOBHBIE Bparu, a rocJje ero JIMio
TOIILJIO KPACHBIMM MSITHAMU, U OH TapKHYJI:

— B kJyieTKy 1€BYOHKY!

— Her! He Hapo! — moackounn k Hemy napHuIika. — JlapuHa
He BMHOBarta! 910 Bce MOsI BUHA!

— Hamient koro 3amminars, — ObIJI0 €My OTBETOM, M COKETa OTO-
JBUHYJIM B CTOPOHY.

Hapuny Ouia MeJKast Jpokb, PyKH IMOBUCIU BAOMb Tena. [1o
BCeEMY OBbLIIO BUAHO — JIEBYIIIKY U3HYTPH chenan cTpax. Ho o mo-
11[aJie OHA He MPOCUJIa, a CO CMUPEHUEM MPUHsIA HaKa3aHUe.

— YBoau! — otnana npukas Keona, He yioCyKMBILIKCh BO BCEM
pazoOparthCs, U MOTYYHe JIAJIOHU ee, Kak aorajaanack Okapa, rmo-
MOIIIHUKA COMKHYJIUCh HA XPYNKHUX JIEBUYbUX IJIeUaXx.

— OrtcTaBUTh! — pa3aaioch MOBEIUTEBHO C KATUTAHCKOTO MO-
CTHKA.

I'omoc Oxkape nmoka3sajicsi CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, M K HUM CITy-
ctwiics cam xapn Joap. beccMepTHbIN pa3UTENbHO OTAMYAIICS OT
TOr0 MYKYHMHBI, UTO TIOCETHJT MX OaJl POILION HOUbl0. TeMHBIT
CIOPTYK CMEHWJIA YepHasi TPOCTOPHASI TYHUKA U3 TOHKOI'O MOJIOT-
Ha C KPYXEBHBIMM MAaHKETaMH, MepexBavyeHHas nosicom. Pac-
NaXHYTBHIM BOPOT OTKPBIBAJ CHJIBHYIO 3aropesylo uew. Bmecro
9JIETAaHTHHIX OPIOK MYCKYJIMCTBhIE HOTM O@CCMEepPTHOro ooJeraim
JI0 KOJIEH aTyiacHble TeMHO-00pIoBbIe ITaHbl. Bo B3rsae Hoapa,
OporienHoM Ha OKapy, MOSBUIICS OIIEHUBAIOIINE OJ1eCK, 3acTa-



BUB €€ HEOXKUJAHHO 3aHEPBHUYATh. A CMYTUTHCS OBUIO OTUETO.
BricoueHHbIN, IIMPOKOIUIEYNH, TIPUBJIEKATEIbHBINA, C BHYTPEH-
Hell MPUTATATEILHOCTHI0, OECCMEPTHBIN 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS €IO.

— Otniyctu [Japuny, — OTpBIBUCTO MpHUKa3al 310poBsKy oap,
U TOT, XMYPO XMBIKHYB, OTITYCTHJI JE€BYIIIKY.

— Brnaromapio, karmutaH, — poOKO IPOroBOpUJIa Ta U, TOAHSB
CKpeOOK ¢ naityObl, OTOILIA B CTOPOHY JpauTh NaryOy Jasibllile.

Tsoxensiid B30I JJoapa ocTaHOBUJICS HA MApPHULIKE.

— Pun I'e33, cobepu pasnutyio Bomy B Bepa v Oofblile He
OCTaBJIsIi 6€3 MPUCMOTpA.

— Bosblie He OCTaBIIO, — NOCHENIN 3aBEPUTh €TO COKET.

— 3a0yzelnb— U1 COCTaBUIITb KOMITAaHUIO Oy peHOCIaM, — KeCT-
Ko nipeaynpenu ero Jloap, u napeHb HemesIst OpOCUICs UCTION-
HATB €0 yKa3aHUe.

«Y Hero He 3a6ajyelib», — puiUIa K BbiBoxy OKapa 1 noBep-
Hynach K Keone. Ta, CJI0)XKUB pyKHU 3a CIMHOM, ITYCTBIM, PaBHO-
JQYUIHBIM B3[JIIOM CMOTpeia Ha KanutaHa. CKpblBajia 4yBCTBA
— npeanonoxwia Okapa v MBICJIEHHO IIOCOYYBCTBOBAJIA CECTPE.

— [IpusiTHO¥ MPOTYJKY, AEBYIIKH, — HEOPEKHO MPOU3HEC Oec-
CMEPTHBII U, CKOJIb3HYB €lIe pa3 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM B3[ISI0M
o Okape, HaIpaBUJICA K Tparty.

— ITokasbiBaii, rae TBOS KaloTa, — 00/IpO MPOM3HECA IEBYIIIKA,
BbIBO/Is1 KeoHy u3 3a/lyMUnBOCTH.

Ho 10 karoTel UM Tak J0UTH U HE yAAJIOCh.

Boszayx 3Hakomo 3aapoxas. Okapa OJHOBPEMEHHO C CecT-
POH BBHITSIHYJIA PYKY, U UM HA JIAJOHU YHAJIU CBUTKHU C MEYaThIo



KperoB. 3a0bIB O BBIIEPKKE, C a3apPTOM BIIOOJIEHHOW JEBYIII-
k1 KeoHa copBaza ucrienipeHHyIo 30J10TUCTBIMU BEH3EISAMU I1e-
YaTh, pacKpbliia CBUTOK U, TPOOEkaB MO HEMY IJIa3aMU, HEJJOBEP-
YMBO [TIOMOTAaJIA TOJIOBOM. 3auHTpuroBaHHasi, Okapa HETOPOIUIU-
BO PacKpblla CBOE MOC/IAaHUE U, IPOYUTAB €r0, MOHSIA TPUUUHY
CTPAHHOTO MOBEACHUS CECTPBI.

— 3aBTpa BeUepOM Kpelibl TOTOBBI Ha3BaTh UMsI CYKEHOM Oec-
CMEpTHOI0, — cliepkaHHo MporoBopuia Okapa.

He ynepxaBimch, oHa omisiHyjach U mocMortpena Ha [Joapa.
OH CTOS1J1 HAa IPUCTAaHU B OKPYKEHUU BOPKOB U CBBICOKA B3UPAJ
Ha HUX.

— BosBpamiaemcsi tomoit. Hago rotoButbest k 6any B umre-
PaTOPCKOM ABOPIIE, — pEIUTEIbHO 00bsiBMIIa KeoHa u 1axe BbI-
3BaJIa 10 TAKOMY CJIy4al0 BOPOHKY ITOpTaJIa, XOTh Ta M OTHUMAJIA
MHOTO CHJL.

B 3amke TyT e MOIHSUICSA CTPALIHBIM NEpPEenoioX: FTOpHUY-
Hble Oerajau u3 KOMHATHl B KOMHATY, TIOKa3biBasi BO30YkKICHHBIM
CECTpaM PHUCYHKHM MOJHBIX IUIATheB, KOTOPBIE PEKOMEHIOBAJIA
uM Matb. CamMa ke OHa He MOIJIA Y/IEJIUTh BHUMaHUE JOYEpsIM,
OHU M TaK MOJIOZbl U KPACHBbI, a €l HYyXKHO IOCTApaThCs, UTO-
OBl BHITJISIIETH JIYIlle CBOMX TOIPYKEK U 10 COBMECTUTEHCTBY
M3BEYHBIX conepHull. [IoaToMy B 3aMOK HEMEIJIEHHO BBI3BAJIU
JYUIIMX 3HAXAPOK C JMKCUPAMU, Ma3MHU U 4yJOACVCTBEHHbI-
MU NUSIBKaMH. ..

Orern 3aniepcsi B KaOMHETE U, BBI3bIBAS TIOJIPSTYMKOB, TIPUKA-
3bIBAJT HAWTH JIYUINIUX [IBEH, MACTEPOB U I0BEIUPOB, YTOOBI Ce-



Mbsi TOOEPOHOB He yaapuiia B Irps3b JUIIOM.

Beuepom Okapa pyxHy/a Ha KpOBaTh IIPSMO B OIEKIE U TO-
YTH HE OUIYyIIaja, KaK CIy)KaHKU pa3feBaloT ee, a yTpoM Oe3y-
MHe NMPOAOIKMIOCh ¢ HOBOM cuiloid. [lo Oajla Bcero HUYero, a
CTOJIBKO HYKHO ycrieTs! Bpems JieTesio co CKOpOCThIO TOHIOJIBI
TOProOBLA, CIIEIIAIIETO POJATh JIEXKAJbIA TOBAP.



I'i1aBa 5
NHoraa MajieHbKas J0XKb
pPoO:KJaeT 00JbIIYI0O U ONIACHYIO

Bpewms Giuzusioch k 00ely, HanpsikeHue Bo3pacraiio. [IBepb ¢
IIyMOM pacrnaxHysack, 1 Okapa paJocTHO OpOCHJIaCh HABCTpedy
BOPBABILIEIiCS] B KOMHaTy TOPHUYHOM. BhIpBaB U3 ee pyk pas-
HOIIBETHBII BOPOX IJIaTheB, HETEPIIEIUBO MOAOEkKaTa K OrpOM-
HOMY HarojibHOMYy 3epkaity. COpocuiia TKaHU Ha CTOJIMK U BOC-
KJIMKHYJIa:

— Hy Hakonen-to! — BeinepHyJia U3 0Xarnku Mojyrnpo3pavyHoe,
CJIOBHO a)XypHas ITayTHHA, TOHYauiee Kpyxeso. — Cmorpu! 910
K€ peqyaniiee pesiecCKoe MIUThe!

— ITaTh 3070THIX 3a JIOKOTH! — OIAroroBefHO IMpoJerneraia
ropanyHasi. — Bopk Kedunn HeoObryaitHo menp!

— OH HeoOBIYaHO YeCTONMIOOUB, — XOJIOHO 3aMeTHIa Bocce-
naroiasi B Msrkom kpeciie Keona. — Eciiu mbl OyzieM ofieTbl XOTb
Ha OJIVH 30JI0TOM JEIIEeBIIEe, YeM KEHbI U CECTPHI €10 Ipy3el, OpaT
BBIOPOCUTCS U3 OKHA.

— He Bopun, Keona, — onepuyina cectpy Okapa 1 BeceJio yIbo-
Hynach eu: — [locMOTpH, Kakoil KpacuBbIA OTPE3 JI0KOTE€HUCKOTrO
meska Kedwnn g teds kynwt. SIpkuil TpaBsSHUCTBIA OTTEHOK
NOIYEPKHET TBOM MOTpsicaoIIre N3yMpyaHble ra3a. C 3TuM Ha-
PSIIOM OHM OYIyT CHSATH elnie sipue! Xoderb, MprUKakeM MOJIUCT-



Ke CcIieJIaTh BhIpe3 Tiryoke?..

Oxkapa npuIoXuiIa rarke K cede 1 kKecTaMu MoKasasa, Kak
MMEHHO TpejjlaraeT ero N3MEeHUTb.

— He crout 6ecriokouThcst 000 MHe, JTydllie TIogyMai o ceoe.
ban cerogns Beuepom, — NMoaHsBIIMCH, HarloMHWIA KeoHa, — u
TBOE IJIAThE JI0 CUX TOpP HE TOTOBO, TOTOMY YTO Thl HE MOXEIIIh
BBIOpATh 17151 Hero KpyxeBo! — OHa mojomnia v, CKpecTuB pyKH
Ha Ipyau, POHUYHO nokocuiack Ha Okapy: — [lIBen yxe nasb-
I[bl B KPOBb MCKOJIONM JJIsI HAIllel MaTYIIIKH, TaK eie W Thl 3a-
CTaBJIsIENIb Maru4ek padoTaTh Ha u3HOC. Tebe To OgHO, TO ApY-
roe He HPaBHTCS.

— Tlouemy THI ceromHs Takasi Oyka? — IIYTJIMBO CIPOCUIIA
Oxapa u, OTJIOKUB TUIaThe, JIETOHBKO JIEPHYJIA CECTPY 3a JITUH-
HbIE pacIyIIeHHbIE BOJIOCHL. — TOCKyellb 0 CBOeM KarnuTaHe, 1a’?
[IpusHaiics!

— I'mynbimka, — OypkHyna KeoHa, HO OT BHMMATEJILHOTO
B3r1s1a OKaphl HE YKPBUIOCh, KaK TIOPO30BEITH IEKU CECTPHI.

— Meuraens, utoosl Opakyn 00bsIBUIT TeOs1! — BOCKJIMKHYIA
Okapa ¥, CXBaTUB PYKH CECTPhI, 3aKPYKIJIACh BMECTE C HE I0o
KOMHaTe. — X04elllb, 4YTOObI Balllv Cy/IbObI Meperyieich Ha BEKU
BeuHble?! — OCTaHOBUBILIMCH, OHA PACCMESIACh U XUTPO MOKO-
CWJIaCh Ha cierka cmyuieHnyio Keony: — [Ipencrass! Ml B M-
NIepaTopCKOM JIBOpIIe, HApsITHbIE U BaKHBIE. .. Boixogut Opakyn,
Ha3bIBaeT TBOE UMsl, U BCE TOCTU cMOTPAT Ha TeOs1! Heyxenu He
XOUelllb B TAKOM MOMEHT CHSITh sipue pyOMHA Ha Majblie TBOETO
kanuraHa? Her, usympyna. 3eneHslil TeOe Oomblie uieT.



— IpaBwibHo! — Ycenbimap ronoc Opata, o0e B3APOTHYIHA U
OOEPHYJIUCH K JIBEPSIM.

Kedust 6sicTpo npudnusuiics. Beipas u3 pyk Okapsl 1mieri-
KOBOE IJIaThe, KMHYJI €r0 CIIEeAYIOIIEN 3a BOPKOM MOXKUJION KEH-
IIMHE U PABKHY:

— Ilepenenats! Bee camoe syuinee ajist Keonst!

— Ho Bopk Kedunn, — tuxo mporesnecrena nooseaHeBInas
1IBesi, — 3TOT LIEJIK He coYeTaeTcs ¢ I00KOM U3 TsKeIoro 6apxa-
Ta. BoT ecii 3aMeHUTh KOpceT U I00aBUTh MApUH. . .

— Momuars! — rpy6o o6opBan ee Kedpwn u, pasBepHyBIIHCH
K Hel, yKa3ajl Ha OMPIO30BBIN OTpe3 TKaHU, IEPEKUHYTHIN uepe3
BBICOKYIO CIIMHKY Kpecia: — f nepegyman. Huuero He Hy:xHO me-
penenbiBath. — [lIBest B3goXHYa ¢ 0OeryeHreM, a opar rmpoo-
xwi: — CiuenTe HOBOE TuiaThe !

—IIpomy nmpoienus, Bopk Kedusui, — pactepsiHHO OTCTynuiia
miBesi, MprkumMasi K cede muarse. — [lo 6ana ocrayioch coBcem
MaJio Bpemenu. Hartm cuiibl ucromeHsl. Mo ImBen padoTaiv He
MOKJIafasi PyK, OCTABILIEICS] MArMK HE XBaTUT HAa HOBOE TIAThHE.

— Tak HailiguTe eille MacTepull, — pa3apaxeHHO OTMaXHYJICS
MyxkunHa. — S orauy! U 3a cpoyHOCTb, U 32 BOZMOKHBIN TIOJI-
PBIB Balllell Marvu.

— B okpyre He ocrtanoch CBOOOMHBIX MACTEPHUI] BHICOKOTO
YPOBHSI, — UCITyTAHHO OTIIATHYJIACh IIBEsI, BXABIIUCH CTUHON B
JIBEPHOM KOCSIK.

— Bbl B31yManu BOOUTh MEHS 32 HOC? — yrpoXkarolie npoue-
qt Kedwn. IlIBes criiotHysna v nmokadasa ronoBou. — 1 cam



JIMYHO CIIBIIIAT OT Bopka Peda, uto Bopkopus [uajbs yxe OT-
IIyCTHJIA CBOMX MOAMCTOK. 30BUTE UX.

— D70 ABa IHA MyTH IO 3eMJIE. . .

Io rna3zam xenmumHbl Okapa BUJesa, YToO €M CTpaIlHO BO3pa-
&KaTth Opary, HO padoTaTh IO MOIPbIBA Maruu ObUIO Ky/a CTpalll-
Hee. [lotepsiB cBOII HEOOMBINION, HO TOJNE3HBINA Jap, MOIKMCTKA
avIUTCesl paOoThl M HEMAJIGHBKHUX JIEHEeT K cyllecTBoBaHMIo. Ee
YCJIyTY CTOWJIM HEJEIIEBO.

— J103BOJI5I10 BOCIIOJIb30BATHCS MOEM BO3IYIITHOM ITUTIONKOM, —
cvunoctuBmics Kedu.

— He tBOEH, a oTIa, — exuaHOo Bo3paszwia Keona. — MHue He
HYXHO BTOpoe muiatbe. Ilopoiiner u nepsoe.

— Koneuno nonoiizer, — kuBHy Opar. — [{1s1 nocemenus 6a-
na. Ho mocne Toro kak Opakys oOBbsSBUT TBOE UMS, ThI JOJDKHA
Oyzelb cMeHUTh TyasieT. OKape Toke He MOMEIIAET MepeoieTh-
cs1. Bel 00s13aHbI 3aTMUTH BCEX B UMIIEPATOPCKOM jBopiie. Hane-
10Ch, 3TO sicHo? K yXuHy mpuieieT 1oBeaup, s cam BbiOepy s
Bac ykpaueHus. He onazgsiante!

W nocuntaB pasroBop ¢ CeCTpaMHU OKOHYEHHBIM, MOKHMHYJI
cnajibHIO. Benen 3a BOPKOM, THXOHBKO CETysl Ha HEMOCUJIbHYIO
padoTYy, BHIIIUIA TIOXUIIAS KEHIIUHA.

— Cpazy aBa GaJIbHBIX TUIAThsI! — PAJOCTHO 3aKPYXKUJIACh TIO
xomHare Oxkapa. — [laxxe He Bepurcs!

— JIBa miatbs? — Haxmypuiack Keona. — Vikac.

— Ilouemy? — uckpenne ymuBuiack Okapa. — IlomHuTcH,
paHbIIIe Thl 000Kaa HapsoKaThesl M Oasbl moomna. Oterr 1 Opart



HIe/Ipbl KAK HUKOT/A, a Thl HEAOBOJIbHA. B yem aeno?

— Jloap TeprieTb He MOXET U3JUIIECTB, — OTBEPHYBIIIKCH K OK-
HY, TUXO ITPOrOBOPHJIA CECTpA.

Oxkapa nocmoTpena Ha Hee U mogxkaina ryosl. Keona siBHO
HepBHUYasia. OKape OYeHb XOTeJIOCh YTEIUTD €€, a JIy4llle — pa3-
BecenTh. OHU CTONIBKO BpEeMeHU He BUjIeuCh. BoT OBl mpory-
JIATHCSI BEPXOM WJTU TIOUTPaTh B IPSITKH, WiH. .. OKapa THXOHBKO
XUXUKHYJIa 1, TIOKOCUBIIMCh HA HEJIOBKO NEPEMMHAIOLIYIOCS Y
3epKaJia TOPHUYHYI0, IPUJIOKIIIA MaJel] K Ty0aM. A moce moj-
HsIJTa PYKH, ¥ C KOHYMKOB TIAJTBIIEB COPBAJIMICh TOHKHE CepeOpH-
croie HUTH. [leperierasch, OHU COOpATUCh B €IUHBIN MMOTOK U
HalpaBUWINCh K KPECy, YTO CTOSJIO psAoM c cecTpou. TouHee,
K YKpallamoiei ero BHIIMTON MoAyIeuke. [ opHuyHas, 3aMeTUB
9TO, MpUKaJia JIAJJOHU KO PTY U M3aaia OyJIbKalommii 3ByK. [le-
BYIIIKA 3HAJA, YTO 3ayMajia BOPKOPHS, U HE CMOIJIa CEPkKaTh
cMexa ot npeaBkyieHus. Keona o6epHynack, HO ObUIO MO3/IHO.
BanereBiasi Haz ee rojoBOM MOAYIIKA MO JEHCTBUEM Marvuu
JIONHYJIa 110 OOKOBOMY IIIBY, ¥ Ha Hee, CJIOBHO KPYITHBIN ITyIITH-
CTBII CHET, MOCHINAINCh OJIOCHEKHBIE TEPbSI.

— Okapa! — npocronana ona. — Hy uto 3a pedssuectBo? Ham
YTO, CHOBA IO JeCAThH JieT?!

— Her, — co cmexom cormmacuitack ¢ Her Okapa U, CXBaTuB C
T0J1a MIPUTOPIITHIO MEPbEB, IIBLIPHYJIA B cecTpy. — Ho Tak naxe
Beceree!

[Mponomxas kunats B KeoHy niepbs, nogdesxana K TOpHUYIHON
u cripsiTanack 3a Hee. CecTpa He BblIepXkalia U paccMesiach. 3a-



YEPITHYB C [10J1a MPUTOPIIHIO, C SHTY3Ma3MOM [IOMYAJIACh MCTUTh
Oxape. Marust Keonbsl Obuta HAMHOTO CUIJIbHEe, W TIO] €€ Jeii-
CTBHMEM Tiepbsl 3aKPYXKWINCh B KpacuBble BUxpu. CecTpsl Bece-
JIMJIUCh, KaK B JJAJIEKOM JIETCTBE, CJIOBHO CTapiliasi HUKOI/a He
yXxoauiia Ha ciyxk0y, a MIIa/ilasi HUKOT/a He BCTpevasiach ¢ 6e3-
JIAKUM.



I'maBa 6
Korjga Hactynur 3aBTpa

Oxapa mpocHyach 3310510 10 paccBera. OHa OblIa HACTOJb-
KO B3BOJIHOBaHa, 4TO W yCHyJa ¢ TpydoM. Jla K ToMy *ke BCIO
HOYb JIEBYIIKE CHWJIUCH JIETAIOLIME HAJl HEM NIOTyIIPO3payuHbIe Te-
HU. OTOTHaB OT ceds KyTkue BuaeHus1, Okapa MpUMoOgHSIACh U
KJIMKHYJIa TopHUYHY0. [Ipuciyra, mmpoko 3eBasi, BOILIa B KOM-
Hary.

— Pano BH cerogns, Bopkopus! U dero Bam He cnajoch? —
IIpOBOpYAJIA OHA.

— He tBOE pemo! — Okapa HEBOJIIBHO CKOIMPOBAJIA BBICOKO-
MepHbIe HOTKHU cecTpbl. — [loaroroBs k Gamy Moe ruiathe, a s
TeM BpeMeHeM noaodepy ykpaiieHusi. Yl BeJ HaKpbITh B CTOJIO-
BOI1 3aBTpakK. YBepeHa, Mama 1 KeoHa nossxe npucoeguHsTCs KO
MHE.

— YTO BbI, OHM HE CKOPO MPOCHYTCS, — OTMaxXHYJIaCh TOPHUY-
Hasl. — MaTyIka Baria nprkasaia pa3OyauTh ee C EPBbIMU JIy-
yaMH, 4TOOBI BBINVISIAETH KaK MOXKHO cBexee, a Keona... — OHa
3aItHyJIach ¥ OBICTPO TepeBesia TeMy, B3JIOXHYB MEUTATEIbHO: —
Sl Bam Tak 3aBugy0! Kak Obl s XOTesna XOTh OIHUM IJIa3KOM
B3[JISIHYTh HAa HACTOSAIIMEI O6a1 B uMriepatopckoM fsopiie! Tam,
HaBepHoe, OyeT OYeHb KPAaCHUBO.

— Kaxaplil pa3 3a1 BBIISIAUT MHAYE, — TYT K€ MOrpy3usIach



B BocriomuHaHusi Okapa. YibIOHYBIIMCh, OHA Cela B KPOBaTU
Y JJOBEPUTEJILHO MPOroBOpMIIa: — B MpOLIBIA pa3 KOPOJIEBCKUE
Maru 3aKOJ1JI0BaJIM MapKeT, U My3blKa pa3/laBajiaCh, CTOMJIO KO-
My-TO 3aKpYXUTbCSl B TaHUe! MHe He TepnuTcs YBUIETb, YTO
OHM TpurotoBuM ceroans! Bupyr Tam OymyTt TaHityomme Oa-
6ouku! Mmu wHer... He Kaxapiii JeHb Kpelbl HAXOAST CyXKEHYIO
camoMy OGeccmepTHOMY. Maru JOJKHBI TPUTOTOBUTH HEUTO OCO-
6enHoe. 3Hao! — Okapa BO30YK/I€HHO MOJCKOUYMIIA U, CJIOKUB
JIAJIOHH, TiepervieNna 3aAyMUYUBO Najblibl: — Bo3MOXHO, OTUH U3
HUX OyJIeT UCTIONHSATH kenaHus rocreii! Y torga s cMory mosxe-
nath yto yrogHo! IMomporny Hako1oBaTh OOPOJABKM Ha JIUIIE
Kedwunna.

Beceno paccmesiBimch, Okapa cOCKOYMIIA ¢ KPOBATH U BIIPU-
MPBUKKY MOMYAJIACh K CBOEMY IulaThio. CXBaTUB MaHEKEH, OHA
3aKpYyKUJIaCh C HUIM B BaJIbCe, a TOPHUYHASA C YJIBIOKOW HAOJI0-
Jlasia 3a BOPKOpHUEH. 3a 3TUM 3aHATHEM U 3aCTajla X MarTb.

— Okapa! — BockJimkHyna oHa. — HememyienHo npekparu! Ter
yCTaHellb erle 10 HacTyruieHus 6ana. Oterl BeIOpas it TeOs
JOCTOMOYTEHHBIX BOPKOB, C KOTOPHIMU TeOe MPEeACTOUT TaHIle-
BaTh. EMy He NOHpaBUTCs, €CJIM U3-32 TBOETO IJIOXOI'0 CAMOYYB-
CTBUSI KOMY-HHOYb U3 HUX TIPUAETCS OTKA3aTh.

— Jla, Mama, — mpuBBIYHO OTBeTUJIa OKapa, CTpallach HaroHs; st
OT OTIIA.

— I'ne TBO# cecTpa, a? — Math ocMoTpesia KOMHaTy. — Y Hac
BO3HMKJIa MTpodiieMa, mporay Mar ¥ HeKOMy Be3TH roHjiony. He
MorJ1a Obl OHa. . .



— Moria Obl, — pe3Ko OTBETHJIa MOSIBUBIIIAsICA B IBepsx Keo-
Ha. CecTpa nmpuBajiWiach K KOCSKY M C JIETKUM HeJOyMEHHEM
cMoTpeJia Ha MaTh. — OJJHAaKO 51 MOTY exaTh Ha 6ai Jmbo B Kave-
CTBE Bauledl Jouepu, JMOO B KayecTBe M3BO3YMKA. BBINOIHUTH
00e 0OSI3aHHOCTH He TIOJTyYUTCHI.

— Kasp, — oOmkeHHO MOMKaia TyObl MaTh ¥ B3MaxHyJa py-
koii: — Hy xopomo! Besio ctapuky oTBe3TH Hac, yckai MoToM
3aHMMAaeTCsl IOMCKaMM CBOEro BHyKa. OTipIxaiiTe U He Iepe-
TPYXAalTeCh, YTOOBI K Beuepy ObITh CBEKUMH U TOJTHBIMU CHIL.

— 51 xoTb certuac roroBa exars, — mpopopuasa Keona. — JIump
ObI TOOBICTPEE MMOKMHYTH 9TO MECTO.

— PasBe TeOe He HpaBUTCs IoMa? — A€PXKach 3a CIIUHKY KpO-
BaTH, 10K TOPHUYHAS 3aTArMBajIa KopceT, yrounmia Okapa.

— [Touemy MHE TYT JOIKHO HPABUThCS? — XOJIOIHO YTOUYHMIIA
CecTpa U KMBHYJA CyX0: — §l mporynsioch, MoKa Thl 3/1eCh COOU-
paeltbcs.

— TeGe Toke He MOMeEIaeT HA/IETh IJIaThe BMECTO MYKUIIKMX
LITaHOB, — pbIKHY Kedwn. Bpar npoxonun Mumo u 3aaepxain-
cs1 y komHatel Okapsl. — Twl He Ha Kopabne. Tak yTo Gerom rme-
peoneBarbcsi!

Keona ckpuBmiack, HO moguuHWiIach, a Okapa c yiabIOKon
NIOJICTABMJIA JIUIO YMEJIbIM pyKaM ciykaHok. Ckopo ymio Oy-
JET CUSITh CBEXKECThIO, a BOJIOCHI Mopakath OneckoM. B coopax
J€Hb MPOJIETUT HE3aMETHO, U OHU HAKOHEIl OTIPABATCS Bece-
mutbest! CerosiHst 0COOSHHBIN MPa3IHUK, TPUEIET MHOTO TOCTEN.
[MocmynHO MOBOpaYMBAasACh, YTOOBI TOPHUYHOW ylnoOHee yKpa-



marh Bosockl, OKapa MpUTONTHIBAIA HOKKON U MBICIIEHHO ObLTa
yXe Ha Oaiy.

['oH1071a MATKO ¥ MEPHO MOKaYMBaJIach B BO3AyXe, KaK KOJIbI-
6en1p Mastbllna. HeynuBuTebHO, YTO MPUTOMUBLIASICS OT COOPOB
Oxkapa ymyapuiach 3aapemarh. M3 ciiaikoil TEMHOTBI CHA €€ Bbl-
PBaJ BOCTOPKEHHBIH T'OJIOC MaTepH:

— JleBoukw, mocMoTpuTe, Kak KpacuBo! Hesepositho! IoTpsi-
carore!

Okapa moAHsIach ¢ MATKOTO CHAEHHS M TMOAOLUIA K HeH.
B3risiHyB Ha CHSIOMUI B CBETE BOIIEOHBIX OTOHBKOB JJBOPEII,
OHa ObLTa CKJIOHHA COTJIACUThCS ¢ MaTepbio. CBepKaloIie Bbl-
COKMe OalllHU U KyTI0J1a 3aBOpaXuBasu u3suiectsoM. Hax nBop-
1I0M, Ha (hOHE HOUHOTO Heba, PACKUHYJIACh HEOBIBAJIOW KPACOTHI
pamyra. OT yBUAEGHHOTO Yy JIEBYIIIKH MEPEXBATUIIO IbIXaHue. Ma-
T'Y ¥ BIIPSIMb paccTapaiich. KeoHe 1 Toii He yainoch CKphITh BOC-
XuieHus. Buenusmmce B OOPT JIeTsAIIENH TOHI0Mbl, OHA ClIerKa
nofaiack Bepes, YToOs! JTydllle pas3risaAeTb Marnyeckoe yopaH-
CTBO JIBOpIIa.

— OcropoxHee, cectpuuka! — yagepxkan ee 3a JokoTh Ke-
¢usn. — Tak 1 BHIBAJIUTBCA HE JI0JITO, & Thl AJIs1 CEMbU MMeEEIllb
CeromHst 0cCOOYI0 IIEHHOCTb.

— BreBasuthCs1? — MOUyBCTBOBAB ce0s1 OCKOPOJIEHHOM, XOJIO/-
Ho yrounuia Keona. Keusut mocmen cpaBHUTH ee ¢ HeONepuB-



memMcst coketom. — 517! Moi toporoi Oparelt, J1a s JIETKO IPOM-
JyCh TIO OOPTY 3TOTO XJIMITKOTO CY/IEHBIIITKA JJaKe B 3TOM ITOXO-
K€M Ha TIepPEBO3HYIO MBITOYHYIO OOUKY TUIaThe, KaOyKax | C Ta-
POV KWJIOPaMMOB yKpallleHUi U He TTOKaYHYCh !

— XJIMIIKOTO CyAEeHbIIKA? — BKPAIUYMBO MEPECIIPOCUIT OTEIL.

B ero rosnoce npo3Byuana yrposa.

— IIpoctu, mama, — TyT *ke nepeMeHwnach B juile Keona. —
['onpona BenmkonernHa. Trl ObUT OUeHb BHUMATESIEH K HaM, U HU-
KTO HE YCOMHUTCSI B TBOEH IIIE/IPOCTH.

Orer; ynoBieTBOPeHHO KMBHYJ, a Kedwut eme HekoTopoe
Bpems cBepiawsl KeoHy yHUUMKUTETbHBIM B3MIsiioM. He BBs-
3bIBasiCh B CEMEWMHYIO CKJIOKY, He OTBoas B3misiga, Okapa BO
BCe IV1a3a JIoOoBaIach ABOPIIOM. DTO OBLJIO HEUTO HEBEPOSATHOE:
IIMAIA YCHITIAaHbI PA3HOIBETHBIMU OTHSIMH, OyITO OTPOMHBIMU
CBET/ISTYKaMH, CT€Hbl MEpIIAIOT, CIOBHO JpParorieHHble KaMHHU.
Toicsiun (poHaper OCBeIaay NUTIONKU U TOHAOMbI, CO BCEX CTO-
POH cTekamomuecs: Ko apopity. [longganHble cnenmvim 3acBue-
TEeJILCTBOBATH MTOUTEHUE UMIIEPATOPY.

YV Oxapbl Ayx 3aXBaTbiBaJIO OT MPEIYYBCTBUS MPECTOSIIEN
CKa3ku!

MepHOo TOKaUMBasiCh, JOOKA OMYCTHIACh HAa TOCAJOYHYIO
TUIOIIAKY, U CIIyTH B HIMKAPHBIX, U3YMPYAHOTO OTTEHKA JIMBPE-
SIX TOJAJIA TOCTSIM PYKH, TIOMOrasi CyCTUThCS Ha 3emumio. Oka-
pa CTynujia Ha MSTYaiui ajblii KOBEp U, OMUPAsICh HA JIOKOTb
Opara, YUHHO, KaK TOJIOXKEHO BHICOKOPOIHON BOPKOPHH (XOTh U
XOTEJIOCh OeXaTh BIPUIIPBIKKY ), TBUHYJIACH K OTPOMHBIM aXyp-



HBIM JIBEPSIM.

PasmisiieB pa3HOIBETHYIO CTallKy MOAPYT, OHA KCHPOCHUIIA
pazpelieHus1 y Opara Mo3I0pOBaThCs ¢ HUMU U, TIOTYYMB €ro,
OBICTPO HarpaBUIach K IOHBIM BopKopusM. [Ipu oqHOM B3rUisizie
Ha Hee MOAPYIU 3aMepJIM OT BOCXHUIIeHus. [leByIika 3ameruna,
KaK CBEPKAIOT OT 3aBUCTH UX IJ1a3a, ¥ Ha JyIlle Y Hee MOTerIeso.

— Okapa! — nojyiereniu K HeM co BCEX CTOPOH noapyru. — Oro!
[Inatee BbIIMTO HactosMMM ameructamu! IIpsmo nopn uBer
TBOMX IJ1a3. A cepexku? §l HUKOrja B KM3HU HE BUJIETA TAKUX
YUCTHIX (PUAIKOBBIX carpupoB!

JleByIIIKM OCTOPOKHO MPUKACATUCH K JKYTKO JIOPOTMM YKpa-
HIEHUAM. 3aBUCTJIMBO PACCMaTpUBAIM PEIKHE TKaHU (puoJe-
TOBOTO IIaThsl. HeBosbHO JII0OOBaAMCH 10 Oe300pa3usi KpacH-
BO YJIO)KCHHBIMHU B 3aTE€UJIMBYIO IIPUYECKY JIOKOHAMU. Y NOAPYT
npuYecKy ObUTU He XyXe, HO BCe OHU COILIMCh BO MHEHHH, YTO
y Oxkapsl jyuiiie!

— Bawm ¢ Keonoii moBe3io. Bopk ToGepoH HUYEro He kajieeT
JUIsl CBOMX JIOUEpel, — C 3aBUCTHIO BBIJIOXHYJIA JIpyTasi, Ybe 30J10-
TUCTOE TIJIaThe BBITJISI/IEN0 OCOOEHHO CKPOMHO Ha (poHe pa3oje-
ThIX IOAPYT. — Mol Aaxe Ha yKpalleHus1x cakoHomui! 1 cropio
OT CThIJIa, €CJTU KTO-TO BCTIOMHUT, 4TO 51 B HUX ObLJIa B MPOIILJIOM
rony!

— Wnuiis, konbe Tede k quiyy! He nepexxuBail, HUKTO HUYEro
HE 3aMETHUT, — BeceJIo nporopopuia JunrHa u norpaBusia o6op-
KU Ha IIMKapHOM HapsiJie SHTAPHOIO OTTEHKA.

Okxkapa pacchbliiana B rojioce NoAPYrd HOTKY MPEBOCXOJCTBA



U noxasiena oeqHs KKy Mimuiiio, Ho Ta Oblla MTHOBEHHO OTOMITIE-
Ha. Okapa yJoBWIA TOCKJIMBBIA B3DIsi JIVUTMHBL, OpOIIEHHBIN
Ha yKpalllaBIIMi ee 3amscThe OpacieT. 3aBuI0BaTh ObLIO YeMy.
Bpacner cocrosi1 U3 colBeTHsi UCKYCHO MOA0OpaHHbIX (uose-
TOBBIX CarupoB 1 HEKHO-PO3OBBIX PYOMHOB B JIOBEpIIIEHUE, U
Oxkapa He caepkaia HoOeaHON YAbIOKH. 3aTMHUTH ee ObLIIO HEBO3-
MOXHO, OTell caM MoAOUpaIl JOPOrve yKpalleHusl, MPernoaHecs
UX JIoUepsiM Ha OapXaTHBIX MOAYIIEUKaX.

— Okapa, Ham 1opa, — nopoien k HuM Kedun. Ox npuaup-
YMBO OCMOTpEJ TOAPYT CEeCTPhI U, 3a4epkaB B3I Ha Mnmiie,
yCMeXHYJICS: — BIiKy, BbI OUeHb JTo0UTe 3TH yKparieHus. He mo-
’KETe C HUMU PacCTaThCsl Jake Ha Beuep.

JleByllika BCIIbIXHYJIA O KOPHEW Bosoc U, koraa Keduiin yBo-
JWJI CECTPY B CTOpOHY BopoT, OKapa ycibliana IpUrTyieHHbIE
pHIIAHUS:

— On 3ametus1! CThi-bI-biJ1 Kako! § HUKyIa He moUay-y-y!

Oxapa onryTuia Jerkuil yKoJ BUHBI 32 Opara, HO, YBUJIEB Tie-
pen coboil TsKeNble MapagHble IBEpH, TYT ke 000 BceM 3a0bl-
na. OHa OTHpaBJIsIach B CKa3Ky, a B CKa3Ke He ObLIIO MECTO Ipy-
cru. [o Teny aeBymiku mpoderaau Mypaliku, a Kakablid Iar,
Ka3aJIoCh, MPUOIMKaeT ee K HOBOW kw3HU. CeromHsi 0COOCH-
HBIM JIEHb, OHa cepaueM 4yBcTBoBasa! Moxer, ynacresa nosHa-
KOMUTBCS C TIPEKPACHBIM MTPUHIIEM, KOTOPBII BIIIOOUTCS B Hee?
Oxapa TUXOHBKO B3/I0XHYJIA U MOJ PyKy ¢ OpaTom BoIllUIa B rO-
CTENPUUMHO PACTIaXHYThIE BEPU.



Ii1aBa 7
3aKoyJKH CydbObl

banbHas 3ana norpscana ceoei pockoisio. Ha BuonoHuensx,
apde u ¢nenTax urpanu 3bgel. ['010BOKpyKUTENIBbHASA KaIpUITb
Y YOTIOPHBIE KOTHJILOHBI CMEH STUCh TUIABHBIM [TOJIOHE30M U 0Ye-
peaHbIM BasibcoM. [lapel mopxasu 1o HauMIIEHHOMY TapKeTy, a
ME3K/Iy HUIMHU B TAKT MY3bIKE CTPYSAIIMMUCS BO3AYIITHBIMU JIEHTA-
MU KPYKWJIKCh JieriecTKU po3. Haj ronoBamu rocreii OyieBaio
OrHEHHOe Mope. SI3bIKH M1aMeHH, OyATO TaHITyIOIIe Ha BOJTHAX,
SIPKUMU OJTMKaAMK OTPaKaJIMCh B OTPOMHBIX BUTPAKHBIX OKHAX.
[Mo yrimam GanbHOM 3ajbl CTOSUIM KaJKU ¢ OOKECTBEHHO Kpacu-
BbIMU LIBeTaMU. UyTb MO3Xke UX HepeasbHOW KpacoTe HAILIOCh
oObsicHenue. [locne Banbca, HA KOTOPOM HACTOSLT OTel] JeBY-
ek, OKapa nosyvnsia oT BOpKa MoAapoK— CBEPKAIOIIYIO Mep-
JaMyTpOM HEXHYIO po3y Ha TOHKOM XpyrkoM creOre. Oka3as-
IIKCh B pyKe JEBYIIKH, JIETIECTKU OyTOHA 3aMepLaJv, U B BO3/1Y-
Xe MosiBUJIach Haamuch: «HecpaBHeHHas». [leBynika 3amo6oBa-
JIach TIepeNIMBAOIIUMUCS OYKBaMU, HO CITYCTsI CYITAHHBIE MI'HO-
BEHHUSI OHU MCUE3IIH.

— KoposneBckue Marv He CMOIJIM TPUIYMaTh HUYEro Jyyiie? —
(ripknyna Keona.

— He 3aBunyii! U TeGe TBOM KanMTaH MOAAPHUT IMTOJOOHYIO Mpe-
JiecTb, — Becesto 3aMeTiiia OKapa 1 KOHYMKaMU MajibLEB MOIJIa-



auIa GapXxaTUCTBIE JICTIECTKY 1IBETKA.

Bopk ¢ mpeyBeMueHHbBIM BOCXUITIEHUEM CMOTPET Ha JICBYIII-
Ky, 1 Okapa 4yBcTBOBaJa ceOs1 MOJbIIeHHOW. U B TOXe Bpems
HACTOPOKMUJIACh.

— YMoJ1s110, OCTaBbTE 32 MHOW MOCJIEHUIN TaHell, — Iy TJIUBO
IIPOM3HEC OH B TO BPEMsI, KaK ero TOPSIIHIA B3IJISI/T OCTAHOBHUIICS
Ha ee ryoax.

Bpoze BOpk roBOpHT IPUATHBIE CIIOBA, HO B IVIa3aX MYK4YH-
HbI OblJTa HACTOPAKMBAIOIIIAsI JIEBYIIKY YEPTOBIIIMHKA U TUTYTOB-
ctBo. OH He MOXOIWII Ha OeCTieuHbIX Apy3el Opara, B HEM OIIly-
I1aj1ach HeKasi pacIymeHHOCTh. Bopk 6e3 pa3peliieHust Opa ee
3a pyKy, HOPOBUJI TIpHKaTh K cede B TaHie. OH MOCTOSTHHO 3a-
CTaBJIsIJT €€ HEPBHUYATh, U YXaXKUBAHUsI MYKUYMHBI ObLIA €M B TS~
roctb. Bripouem, oHa uMsI ero no3adbuia cpasy, Kak 3aKOHUHNIICS
Bajibc. OKapa ¢ oOJieryeHreM BCIIOMHMIIA O HACTABJICHUW OTIIA
He Jie/iaTh HUKOMY aBaHCOB M HE JaBaTh JIOKHBIX OOCIIaHWI.

— IIpoctuTe. .. 3M... — OMbBITAJIACH BCIIOMHHUThH UMSI TIApTHE-
pa JeByIIKa, HO CKOJIbKO HY CTapajiach, Tak U He BcroMHmIa. U
9TOOBI CIJIAJIUTh HEJIOBKOCTD, CHsIIA OpaciieT ¢ OalbHOW KapTod-
KOW W 3arisiHyJ1a B Hee. — MOM TaHIIbl BCE PacIVCaHbI.

My>KUrHA KPOHUYHO MPUITOAHSLT OPOBU M TIOTIBITAJICS 3arJIs-
HYTh B KapTOuKy. VcryraBmimce, 4To oOMaH ee OyJeT pacKphbiT
— rapa MecT OCTaBaJiaCb CBOOOTHBIMU, — OKapa BEekKJIMBO YJIbIO-
HYyJIach 1 OBICTPO BEpHYJIa OpacjieT Ha MecCTo.

XOJIOTHO YCMEXHYBIIMCh U OKWUHYB JICBYILIKY B3[JISOM, OT
KOTOPOT'O y TOM MOXOJI0fIesIa CIIMHA, MYKUYMHA MOJTYa pa3BEPHYII-



Cs1 ¥ OTOLIEN K TOCTSIM.

— ThI 3HaeIIb, KOMY TOJIBKO YTO OTKa3aJia? — CApKaCTUYHO MO-
CMEMBasCh, BIIorosoca crpocuia Keona.

— OgHOMY M3 ManuHbIX Apy3ei? — obpedeHHo cripocuia Oka-
pa, AyMasi, YTO €il Hy’)KHO CPOYHO BIKCATh MOC/IEAHEE UMSI.

OueHb el He TOHPABUJIOCh, KAKMM 3JIbIM Ha MUT CTaJl B3IJIS]L
BOpKa. BOT TOUHO noX)anyeTcs OTIy, U MPUAETCS HECIAIKO.

— Xyxe, — HacMeluMBo rporoBopuiia Keona, 3a6asssich 3a-
TPYAHEHUSIMU cecTpbl. — Thl TaHIIEBaJIa CO BTOPHIM IO HACIEAUIO
Ha UMIIEpaTOPCKUM ITpecTor npuHLeM Meorasumom.

«W rme TompKO BBIMCKAIM Takoe 3yOOnpoOMTENbHOEe MMed-
k07» — HeroyMeBasia Okapa. [IoHATHO, 4TO Takoe 10Jr0 B IOJIO-
BE HE ylepXkHilb. A B JIeHb Oaja, KOrja TBOPUTCS CTOIBKO MH-
TEpECHOro, 1 noaasHo. [lopasmeiciue HeMHOro, Okapa BCIIOM-
HWJIA, IJIe MOIVIA CJIBILATH €r0 paHblile, U COBCeM NpuyHblIa. OH
emie v ipuHn? OTel| TOYHO He 0OpaayeTcs.

— Te1, HaBEpHOE, CrBIIIAJIA O €70 MOXOKIEHUAX ? — ITO-CBOEMY
VICTOJIKOBAJIA €€ pacTepsaHHbIM BUI KeoHa. — birynHbli cbiH, JT10-
outenp keHIuH. Ero yacto HaseiBaloT npuHiieM Ho.

ToT, C KEM POIUTENN C OIPOMHOM HEOXOTOW OTITYCKAIOT TaH-
1ieBath gouepeii? Okapa yJIplOHYIaCh: KaKeTcs, yada Ha ee CTO-
pOHE.

— [Nama 661 He oyeHb 0OpamoBasCcs, oOelai s eMy TaHel? — ¢
HaJIeXK 101 TPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— He yBepeHna. I'oBopsT, imniepatop ycraj OT POJEJIOK ChiHA
u Besien Mo Haiitu ceOe HeBecTy.



— Bynem HanesTbcsl, OTEll HU O YeM He y3HAeT, — UICKPEHHee
3agBwia OKapa M Moliia TaHLeBaTh CO CAEIYIOUIMM IO CIUCKY
KaBaJiepoM.

K cepenune Gasa jieByIliKa BIOBOJIb HACIYIIAIach KOMIUIU-
MEHTOB M coOpaa 1ejblii OyKeT BOCXUTHUTENbHBIX 11BeTOB. Ee
TaHUEBAJIbHASI KAPTOUKA JABHO MOMOJHWIACh HOBBIMU UIMEHAMHU.
Oxapa nmMena Ha Oany HeBUAAHHbIA ycriex. OuapoBaHHbBIE €10
BOPKM K€JIAJIM MPOJOJIKUTh 3HAKOMCTBO, €€ IpUIJIalllajid TO Ha
MPOryJIKY B IIapK, TO HA UMIIEPAaTOPCKUE CKauKH, TO B oniepy. [e-
BYIIIKA HE OTBAKHMBAJIACh O€3 JO3BOJIECHHS OTIA TPUHSATH 3aMaH-
YKBbIE MPUIJIAIICHUS U OTBEYAJIa YKJIOHYMBO, YTO MOAyMaeT. 3a
9TUM 00s13aTeJIbHO ClieloBajla Muias yIblOKa. 3a UCKITI0YeHUeM
MIPUHIIA, BCE BOPKHU IPUHUMAJIH 3aBYaJIMPOBAHHBIN OTKa3 O1aro-
JKeJaTeNbHO.

Ouepennoit kaBanep npuriacui Okapy Ha TaHen. OTaaB cKy-
yaloieil cectpe OyKeT, JEeBYIIIKAa OYapOBATENIbHO YJIBIOHY/IACH
MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBEKY U, HArPa/IMB €ro N3bICKAHHBIM, OTpabOTaH-
HBIM IIepe]] 3epKaJIoM JI0 Ujieaa peBepaHcoM, NONOKUIIA JIa/l0-
IIKY Ha €ro COrHyTYIO B JIOKTEe pyKy. M nos nepBble aKKOp/IbI Jie-
TAIIEH, CTPYSIIENCS MY3bIKM CTATHBIN CBETJIOBOJIOCHI BOPK CO-
Opayicsi OTBECTH €€ K TaHITYIOIIMM TapaM, HO TYT y BXOJa TOJ-
Hsi1ach cymatoxa. Okapa obepHynach Ha nym. B iBepHOM mpo-
eMe B KOMIIaHWU HacjieqHoro npuHia Mpeuka crosi xapa Joap.
MepKOM B3IVISIHYB Ha 3aCTHIBIIYI0 B U3YMJIEHHOM BOOAYIIIEB-
nenun cectpy, Okapa nopajgoBaiach 3a Hee. C mpuxomom oec-
CMEpTHOrO Beuep 3aurpaet 17151 KeoHbl HOBbIMU KpacKaMu.



BHOBB TpUOBIBIIIKE C TTOJTHEUIITMM Oe3pa3iMurieM OCMOTPETN
HEPBHO XMXHKAIOIIHX JIEBYIIEK, 1 OyATO He 3aMevast HaBeJeHHO-
ro Meperosoxa, IBUHYJIUCh Briepea. OHU 1M YBEPEHHO, HE [JIs1-
151 IO CTOPOHAM M UTHOPUPYsI TIOI0OOCTPACTHBIE MTPUBETCTBUS
BOpKOB. Kazayoch, OHM TOYHO 3Ha/M, Kyga uu. K Hemamomy
yauBieHuto OKapbl, MX MyTb Jiekal K HUIM C CECTPOM.

B yepHbIX 3/IeraHTHBIX KOCTIOMAaX, MYKUMHbI HEMTPUHYKICH-
HO IIUTM K MPUTUXIIMM AeBylIKaM. VX oKpy:kaya aypa yTOHYEH-
HOU UCKYIIIEHHOCTH, Jieias ele Oosiee MpuBIeKaTeIbHbIMU 1151
Bopkopuii. Okape gocene He JOBOOWIOCH OOIIATHCS CO CTOJb
3HAYMMBIMU B UIMIIEpHU OCOOAMM, U OHA C BOJTHEHHEM HaOJTio/1a-
Ja 3a ux npubmkeHueM. Ee B3misg HEBOJIBHO BO3BPATHIICS K
xapay Hoapy. OHa mocMoTpena Ha CHUJIBHOTO, BBICOKOTO MYKYH-
HY Y HEOXKUJAHHO MOHSJIA, YTO HE MOKET OTBECTH OT HEro IJIa3.

— IIpunecu neBylIKe cTakaH BofAbl, — MpUOIM3UBLIMCH K OKa-
pe, HeOpe:xHO noBeJien ee naptHepy JHoap. — OHa BBINIINUT Tak,
OyATo yBHUjIEIa OE3TMKOrO.

[Tnpoko packpeIThiMU M1a3aMu OKapa IponosIKaia MsuIuTh-
cs1 Ha OeCCMEPTHOr0, He 3Hasl, PaJJOBaThCsl UM MEYaTUThCS €ro
BHUMAaHHMIO.

CHsB ee ocnaGeBIIye Majblbl CO CBOETO JIOKTSI, MOJIOION ve-
JIOBEK YyMYaJICSl B MOMCKAX PAa3HOCUBIIMX HAIUTKU U 3aKyCKU
CIIyT.

— Pa3Be Bam He nonaraeTcs ¢ pagyIiieM U PU3HATEIbHOCTHIO
BCTPETUTb MOE IpUIJIAIIIEHUE HA TaHel? — UPOHUYHO MPUIIO/-
Hs11 OpoBu Jloap.



OH cnoBHO npounTtain ee Mblciu. «[louemy s17» — KpyTHIIOCH
B rosioe y OKapsl.

JeBy1ika GecrioMOIITHO MOCMOTpesia Ha CECTPY, HO B Ila3ax
TOM CBETWJIACh JIMILbL Topedb. BpocuB MoyHbI pazoyapoBaHUs
B30I Ha OKapy, OHa NpUHSUIA NTpUIIalieHue npuHua. [lansnst
KeoHbl MeJUIEHHO pa3kajuch, U LBETHI ynanu Ha noi. Coxae-
Hue 3aronuio aymy Okapsl, 1 OHa, HEYBEpPEHHO MOIHAB IJla3a
Ha OeccMepTHOro, coorpanach OTKa3aTh eMy.

— Tonbko nmonpodyiite, — cyxo npeaynpenun ee Jloap u B3siB
XOJIOJJHBIE TAIBIIBI, TIOAHEC K TyOaM.

Terutoe, mouTn oOXHrarmIiee KacaHue BEPHYJIO JIEBYIIKY B
peanbHOCTh. OTKaXu OHa OeCCMEPTHOMY, U CKaHala He u30e-
Karb. Bce Mar-razeTeHKM pa3HeCyT HOBOCTbD IO CTOJIMLIE 3a CUU-
TaHHbBIE YACHI.

3a3Byuasa My3blKka. PacripaBuB ruieun, AeByIIKa poOoKo yibio-
Hynach Jloapy M mosjioxuiia pyKy Ha ero JIOKoTb. beccMepTHbIi
BBIBEJI €€ K TAHLYIOLIMM U1 3aKpykul B Basibee. [laptaep Okapel ¢
JIETKOCTBIO CKOJIB3WJI 110 MAPKETY, JBUTASCH C JICHUBOM I'PALIUEH.
Eil moutn He mpUXOIMIOCh Mof Hero nojcrpanBarbcs. OH Bel
B TaHIle, a el OCTaBaJIoCh ciefoBarh 3a HUM. COuTas ¢ TOJNKY,
JEBYIIKA PACCESHHO paccMaTpuBalla JIallKaHbl CIOPTYKa U Iepe-
JKMBaJIa U3-32 pa3MOJIBKM C CECTPOMU.

— Munas BOpkopusl, €CJIM Bbl HEMEJIJIEHHO HE IOCMOTPUTE Ha
MeHs1 ¢ 000kKaHUeM, KakK 3TO [eJaloT Apyrue JeBYIIKH, oraca-
I0Ch, BAC 3alIMUIYT B HEBEXKbl. BylleT nevanbHO, €CIIM HAJEeK bl
BaIllMX POJUTEJIE HAUTH BaM JIOCTOWHYIO MTAPTUIO pa300bIOTCS O



OecrouBEeHHbBIE CITyXH, — CKy4alolliM TOHOM 3ameTu [loap, ox-
HAKO B €r0 T0JI0Ce MOCIIBIIIAINCH POHUYHBIE HOTKH.

— [Mouemy npuCYTCTBYIOIIME JIOJDKHBI CUATATH MEHST HEBEX-
J0I? — BCKUHYB TOJIOBY, B CMSITEHUH MOUHTepecoBasiack Okapa
¥ 10714712 B TUIEH TEMHBIX I71a3 OECCMEPTHOTO.

— Bopkopru 0ObIYHO ITPUXOAT B BOCTOPT, CTOMT UM OKa3aTh-
Cs CO MHOM B OJJHOM NOMeENIEHHUHA. Bel B MOUX OOBATHUAX U HE
IIBITAETECh YNACTh B OOMOPOK OT CUacThsi, HE 3aMKAeTeCh U HE
KpacHeeTe, — JICHUBO YCMEXHYJICSI OECCMEPTHBIN U, TIOHU3UB TO-
JI0C, SIBHO TIO[Ipa3HUBAs JEBYIIKY, COOOITWI: — Bbl coBceM He
CMOTpHUTE Ha MeHsI BIIIOOJICHHBIMU TJ1a3aMU. DTO... JIaXxe pa3o-
YapOBbIBAET.

Ot [Joapa Bessto Takum BecesibeM, 4To OKapa He ciepxaach
U yapiOHynack eMy. OHa OIIyTHJIa, KaK HAMpPsKeHUE TOKKUIAeT
ee, a MOJTYaJIuBasi CCcopa C CeCTpOUl KaxeTcs TIyNor U He CTos-
el nepexxuBaHuid. Bot 00bsiBAT kpetibl KeoHy criyTHHIIEH 3TO-
IO 3araJJOYHOrO MYKUYMHBI, ¥ pa3MOJIBKa MEXKy cecTpamu 3a0y-
JeTCHI.

— B takom ciyyae 51 foKHA BaM IMTPU3HATHCS, YTO MOE Ceplie
TIOKa He MO3HAJIO JII0OBU, — paccMesiyiach JIeBYIIIKA.

Jlerkas ynpiOka, Omyxaaolasi Ha Ty0ax My>KUMHBI, TIpeBpa-
TWJIach B HEJJOYMEBAIOILLYIO.

— B umniepun npoxusator ogHu riymip? Hamgo ObITh crien-
1IOM, YTOOBI MTPOMYCTUTh TaKyl0 KPacoTYy.

OKuHYB ee 33 yMYMBbIM B3IJISIIOM, OTHUM HEOPEKHbIM JIBU-
KeHreM OeccmepTHbd TputsiHyn Okapy K cebe Tak OJU3KO,



9TO MepexBaTuJIo Abixanue. OreoMIeHHas HAOPOM, JIeBYIIKA
cOmIach C 1ara u 00s13aTesIbHO yrasia Obl B €ro OObATHUS, HO MY-
3bIKa HEOXKUJAHHO YMOJIKJIA, U TIAPTHEP 0c1a0bui1 00bsATHSA. [ 010-
ca rocTeyl CTUXJIM, U K TAHIIYIOIIUM [IapKaloIei MOXOIKOM Bbl-
11e1 MyXKYMHa ¢ JUIMHHOUN Oopogoii. Ha xkperie Obla cepast Xia-
MHUJA U3 IOPOrOM TKaHU, MOJNOSCAHHAS BEPEBKOM BMECTO MOsI-
ca. MipBuk ¢ KeoHol no pyKy NpHOIU3WIICS K HEMY.

— JKpelibl TOTOBBI OTKPBITH HAM MMS$1 U30paHHUIIB! Xapaa Jlo-
apa? — ¢ BeJIMYECTBEHHBIM BBHICOKOMEpHEM, Ha IMpaBax Hacje-
HOT'O TPHHIIA, CIPOCUJT OH Y OpaKyJia.

TOT KOpOTKO KMBHYJI M, OTBICKAaB B3IJISIZIOM OECCMEpTHOTO,
MIPOU3HEC OIHO-€IMHCTBEHHOE UMSI.

— Bopkopus Okapa ToGepoH.

[TpuroToBUBIIVCH TIO3PABIATH CECTPY, IEBYIIKA C YIBIOKOW
HarpaBujIach ObUIO K KeoHe, HO Kor/1a MOHsIJIa CMBICT CJIOB Xpe-
112, HEpeIIUTEIbHO OCTAHOBMIIACh. YJIBIOKA MCUesfa C ee JIUIA,
OCTaBUB MecTo OecKoHeuHOMY HenoBepuio. KeoHa ¢ oOxuraio-
IIel POCTHIO CMOTpesia Ha Hee. ['0ToBbIe copBaThcsi ¢ Ty0 orpaB-
nanust OKaphl 3aCTPsUIA B TOPJIe MO YHUUMKUTEIIBHBIM B3IJIS-
JIOM CECTpBHI.

[ocT pa3om 3aroBOpUIM ¥ OKPYXKUJIM TUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM,
orrecHsA Keony. OTOBCIOy CIBIIIAINACH TO3JPABJICHHUS.

— JKpenp ommomch, — HAKOHEI[ 00peTs ToJI0C, TPOOOPMOTa-
na nog Hoc Okapa, 4yBCTBYs ceOsi BUHOBATOM Mepe]l CECTPOil. —
S He Mory OBITh. .. UI3OPAHHON HE MOTY OBITb 1. ..

— Bel Most u30paHHUIIa, M BaM MIPUAETCS C STUM CMUPUTHCS, —



Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBajio 0ObsABWI [loap, JIMIIMB JIEBYIIKY M-
JIIO3UH.

Oxkapy npocTo MOAMBIBAJIO paccKa3aTh, KyAa OH MOXET UATU
CO CBOMM CMHUPEHHMEM, HO OIacasiCh, 4To IMO3Xke IMokKajeeT, je-
BYIIIKA C/IEPKAJIACh.

— IIpoctute. MHe Hal0 Ha CBEXHU BO3AYX, — IMpoJiernerana
OHA U, BBIPBAB PYKY, YCTPEMWIACh K JBEPU B Ca/l.

['ocTi MOCTOSIHHO €€ OCTaHABJIMBAIM, TOBOPWJIM KaKHe-TO
cioBa o joire v BeseHud. He BenymmBasics, Okapa oTBevyasa um
BBIMYYEHHOW YJIBIOKOW U IIUIA JAJbIle. Y3Ke Hayajao Ka3aThbCs,
YTO OHA HUKOIJ/IA HE BBIPBETCS HA CBEKUM BO3JYX U HE MOIpy-
3UTCS B TUIIMHY, HO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT I'OCTH TNlepecTaiu Moj-
XOIUTh C TIO3/IpaBJicHUsAMU. JIro HaYaau OTIIATBIBAThCS, OY/I-
TO0 y OKapsl 32 CIIMHOM CTOSUI CaM JbSIBOJI, Y AEBYIIKA CMOIJIA
BBIPBAThCSI HA CBOOOMY.

B mouckax yKpoMHOro MecTeuka, rje MOXHO 000 BCeM TOy-
Marth, Mogo0paB 100KH, JEeBYIIKA MMOMYANIACh TIO TOPOKKE TyAa,
r71ie B cBeTe (hoHApel CBepKayiv OJTMKY Ha BOTHOM IJ1a/Iu.



I'maBsa 8
Br100op — 3TO Bceraa CJI0KHO

Sroro He MoxeT ObITh! CiiOBa Xpela BHOBb M BHOBb 3BEHE-
mm y Hee B ymax. Bopkopus Okapa Tobepon! Okapa TobepoH.
Okapa... [Touemy?

Kak Takoe ciyuninocs?! [ToueMy n30paHHOM CTajla OHa, a He
cectpa? Buna nepen KeoHoil packajieHHbIM keJie30M Kajuiia ee
ayury. HamoHeHHBI HEHaBUCTBIO B3IVISI/L CECTPBI MPECIe OBl
JEBYIIKY, 3acTaBissa Oexarb naiblie. Tyna, rae, Kak el Kasa-
JIOCh, HUKTO HE CTaHET €€ UCKaTb, U IJe OHA CMOKET CIIOKOWHO
000 BCeM MOLyMaTb.

KeoHna o0okaeT cBoero KanuTaHa, )Ku3HUA Oe3 Hero He MbIC-
JIUT, a KpeLbl Ha3BaIM UMs APYrou. BhicIue CHiIbl TOYeMy-TO
petmy, yro Okapa crtaHeT uaeaibHoM napou ajis Hoapa?

N36panHyo 6eccMEepTHBIE UIIYT €/1Ba JIX HE CTONETUSIMU, U HE
BCeM yzaaercs ee HailTh. UyBcTBa TyT HU nipy yeM. JIIoOuTh OHU
MOT'YT KOI'O YTOIHO, HO I€TH, OyIyIiye CTUXUMHUKYU C BbICIIUM
Maru4eckyM MOoTEHLIUAIOM, MOTYT POAUTHCS TOJIBKO OT TOM, KTO
UM HJeaIbHO NoaxoauT. Kakue nMeHHO KpUTepry UCIIONb3YI0T-
sl KpelaMu pyu 0TOOPe HEBECTHI, CKPBITO 32 CEMBIO NIeyaTsMu
Y XPaHWUTCA TOJ, CTPOXAUIINM ceKpeToM. OHM Ha3bIBAIOT UM,
Y UM BEpPAT Ha CJI0BO.

Buna nepen KeoHoil He xefana OTIycKaTh IEBYILKY, HEBU/IU-



MBIMH THCKAMH CKOBBIBAS CEpJILIE, M OHA TIOHSIA, YTO YKE THXO
HeHaBUIUT Oymymero myxa. OH OTHSUI y Hee caMmoe JIOPOroe —
cectpy. ETUHCTBEHHYI0, UTO IOHMMAaJIa, Kak OMUHOKO ObLTo OKa-
pe 1o/ THETOM BJIACTHOT'O OTIIA U CAMOBITIOOJIEHHOTO OpaTa.

He cuecTtb, ckonbko pa3 KeoHa ee 3amuinana u Opajia BUHY Ha
ceOs1, yTOOBI Myt el He Tionasio. OTer| UX BOCIUTHIBAI B CTPO-
TOM TOCJTyIIAaHUM W HaKa3bIBaJl 32 MAJICHINYI0 TIPOBUHHOCTD U
mo6oe HEOCTOPOKHO OpollieHHOe cIoBO. He ynmuBHTENBbHO, 4TO,
TIOB3POCJIeB U OTKPHIB B ceOe Jap BO3MYIIIHUKA, CECTPA MOCTYIIH-
JIa Ha UMITEpaTopcKyto cyx0y. Bopk TobepoH He moxenan ma-
paTh UMSI CEMbU HU3KMMHU KOPaOeIbHBIMU YMHAMH U, BOCIIOJb-
30BaBIINCh CBOUM IOJIOKEHHEM, TTOTPeOOoBa 1Sl jouepr ou-
nepckuii ynH. KeoHa B3omuia Ha GOpT MJIAIIIUM TTOMOITHUKOM
cTapIero MOMOIIHMKA KaluTaHa. 3a HECKOJIBKO JIET CITY:KObI OHA
BO3BBICUJIACH [0 CTAPIIEro MOMOIIHUKA KalUTaHa, YTo CTajo C
ee npemmecTBeHHUKOM, Okapa He 3Hana. HaBepHoe, momydu
CBOM KOpaOJlb U KOMaH/LYy.

C oTpe300M CecTpbl HUYEr0 HE U3MEHWUJIOCh, TOIBKO OKape
MIPUIILIOCH 32 CBOIO HEC/IEPKaHHOCTh OTBEUATh CAMOW.

BcrioMHIIOCh MpayHOE JIMIIO KEHUXA C TUIOTHO CKATHIMU T'y-
Oamu, Korja OH TOHSUI, YTO OHA cobupaercst cOexarh, OCTABUB
€ro OOBSACHSTHCS C TOCTSIMU, MPSIMOM, HEBO3MYTHMBIN B3IJIsL,
KOTOPBIM OOBIYHO CMOTPSIT KpailHe yBepeHHbIe B cebe JIoiu, U
cepiiie JIeBYIIKY HEBOJILHO POrHYJI0. HeokumaHHO poMeITbK-
HYJIa MBICJTb O TOM, UTO, HE UCIIBITBIBAM CECTPA CHIIbHBIC 1yBCTBA
k Jloapy, Okapa cmora Obl ero momoouts. Ho oHa, TyT e MbIc-



JIeHHO 0003BaB cebsI TIYTIO, BHIOpOCHIIa BCE U3 royioBhL. Ee xke-
HUX ObUT OMpENesIeHHO CIUIITKOM BBICOKOMEPEH, YTOOBI KeaTh
BBIMTH 3a HEro 3amyx. M nmouyeMy ero rmpocTo HeJib3s OCIaTh K
0e3/MKKUM, a Jiydiie npsMbIM xofoM K Keone? Ona B ominuue
ot Okapsl OT Hero 6e3 yma.

He cOaBmnsis Temmna, AeByIIKa BeIOesKaaa K 03epy ¥ TOJIBKO TO-
raa ocraHoBuiack. Ee B3I CKOJIB3HYJ 110 YEPHOU IJ1ay BO-
Jbl, Ha TIOBEPXHOCTU KOTOPOU 30JI0TUJIUCH OTCBETHI (POHApPEN, U
OHa HaKOHEI| CMOIJIa HEeMHOTO MpuiiTu B cebs1. HecmoTpst Ha oT-
yasgHue, KOMKOM BCTaBlIEE B rOpje M MEMAee HOPMAJIBLHO
JpinaTth, Okape NpuIuIoch NPU3HATh: OTEL HUA 3a YTO HE IpOo-
CTUT, ec/v OHa oTKaxeT Jloapy. 3a BCIo UCTOPUIO UMIIEpUH Oec-
CMEPTHBIM HM pa3y He OTKa3blBaIU. UTO COBCEM HE yAUBUTEb-
HO — UMETb 34Ts-Xapa HeBepoATHO noyetHo. Ho ¢ apyron cro-
ponsl... Eciu Heectoil Hoapa craner Keona, ans Bopka Tobe-
poHa HU4ero He u3MeHutcs. Kak 3actaButh 6ecCMEpTHOrO Iie-
penymars? Ellie ocTaloTcs Kpelpl ¢ UX npeackasaHusMu. Ecim
cecTpa coBceM He OyleT COBMECTUMA C HUM, y HUX HE POAUTCS
neren, u pon oapa Ha HeM u 3akoHumMTcs. Hackonbko [loapy
J0JKHAa HpaBUThCsl KeoHa, 4ToObl OH OTKa3ajics OT Oyayliero
notomctBa? M Okapa ¢ sICHOCTBIO OCO3HAJIa, YTO OOpeueHa.

«OH nomkeH ObITh OT Hee 6e3 yMa», — TOACKA3all JEeBYIIKe
BHYTPEHHUH TI'OJIOC.

— MHe Henb3s 3aMyx! — npocToHasa Miaimas ToOepoH. —
He 3a [loapa!

— Yem A Bac He ycTpauBalo? — YCJbIIIajga OHA HU3KWM Ha-



CMEIUTUBBII TOJIOC ¥ B3/IPOTHYJIA.

Oxkapa B U3yMJIEHUU MTOBEPHYJIACH U MOTPsICEHHAS] HEOKUIAH-
HOM BCTpeuel C jkeHUMXoM, okameHesa. OHa Obula yBepeHa, uTo
KpOMe Hee y 03epa HUKOro HeT. U y’k TOYHO Jake MbICIU He JI0-
nyckasa, yto Jloap oTpaBUTCs Ha €€ TIOMCKU.

[MoiimaB Ha ceOe MPUCTATBHBIN B3IJISA]] )KeHUXa, OHA C 3aIliH-
KOW mpoOopMoTaa:

— $1 He crplaia, Kak Bbl MOAOIILIH.

— He BBI iepBast MHE 9TO TOBOPHTE, U IyMalo, He B MOCTISHUN
pa3, — oTMaxHy’ncsi beccMepTHBIN. — [JoMHHTCSI, MBI ¢ BaMH# Ta-
Hell He 3aKOHYMIM. [lymMalo, mporyska cTaHeT paBHOU 3aMEHOM.

B3siB onemmuBIiyo OT TakoW Jep30CTH AEBYIIKY IO JIOKO-
TOK, MY>KUMHA MOTAIIWJ €€ TT0 Y3eHbKOM JOPOKKE BOKPYT 03epa.
Cectpa MraoBeHHO ObUTa 3a0bITa. [lonbIxaoiiye OT rHeBa IMeKu
Oxkapbl 001yBaJ MPOXJIAAHBIN BETEPOK, IMIEMIYIIUIA B OKPYKalo-
IIUX 03epO KPOHax JepeBbeB. s MpOryIuBaoIIMXCs MO caxy
rocreii onu ¢ JloapoM ocTaBaMch He3aMeUeHHBIMU.

— Bama camoyBepeHHOCTh Korna-HuOyab» Bac MOryoOWT, — He
cnepxana koikoctu Okapa.

— Ona ompaBnanHa. He Haxomute? — ¢ HEBEpOSATHON yOexK-
JEHHOCTHIO 3as1BUJT keHuX 1 OKape 3aX0TeJIoCh CTepETh ero Hal-
MEHHYIO YXMBLJIKY C JIUIIA, [TyCTh HE MOLEYNHOM, TOrJa CJIOBAMHU.

— Cnaercs MHe, BbI camu ceOsi BBepIyM B 3a0myxaeHne. Hu-
YTO HE MOXKET OINpaBJaTh XaMCTBO, — YIpsIMO rpousHeca Oka-
pa, ¥ TeMHbIe, TIOUTH YEPHBIE I71a3a MYKYUHBI OMTACHO CBEPKHY-
. K 3ToMy MOMEHTY y IeByIIKA MHOT'O HAKOMMJIOCh Ha AyIlIE, U



OHa He coOMpasach OCTAHABIMBATLCS. — Bce BOpKOpUM B OKpY-
re 00OXKaloT Bac, 3209YHO KJISTHYTCSI B BEYHOH JIIOOBH, @ BBI UTO?
BpI 1axe He 3HaeTe 00 UX CyIIeCTBOBAHUY WJIM HE 3aMevaeTe BO-
BCce, — 00mM/1a 3a CECTpy B3bIrpasia C HOBOM cHJIoN. — Bbl 1 Baiie
YepCTBOE Cepilie HeJIOCTOMHBI JTIOOBH, U s 00eIal0, KEHUBIIMCh
Ha MHe, BBl TOTYAC TIOXaJleeTe 00 STOM.

— C Baileil CTopoHbl, BOPKOpHSI, KpailHe OIPOMETYHUBO Opo-
caTbCsl TAKMMU yrpo3aMu, — Jloap OCTaHOBWIICS M Pa3BEPHYJI Ae-
BYIIKY K ceOe.

Okapa oTcTynuia, HO ynepsach CMHOM B KOJIIOUHAN KYCT KHU-
BOi1 orpajpl. ClienuB 3a CIIMHOM Masiblibl PYK, OHA YIIPSIMO BCKU-
HyJIa TOAOOPOAOK U MPOU3HECA:

— Sl mpeanoyMTaio cka3aTh TO, YTO JyMAIo O Bac, paHbllie, YeM
CBSIKY KM3Hb ¢ BamM HaBcerga! — OHa Ipoxkana BCEM TEJIOM,
HO He KeJlasia OTCTYIaTh ¥ PEIIUTEIbHO JoOaBIIa: — 3aueM Bam
HemoOuMast xkeHa? OTKaxuTech OT MOMOJIBKH !

— Orkasarbcs? — cyxo nepecripocuit loap U OKMHYB ee 3a-
JYyMYHBBIM, HEKHBIM B3TJISIJIOM, IIArHyJ1 OIvxKe.

Heckonbko TOMUTENILHBIX MTHOBEHUI OH HE CBOIWI C HeE,
yke TbUIAloIIed OT cMylleHus, ma3. OgHuM OOMaH4YMBO
HeOpeXXKHbIM JIBM)KEHMEM OH MPUTSHYN ee K cebe, U ux Oenpa
COIPUKOCHYJIUCh, & PYKHU JIEBYIIKU YIEPIUCh B MOIIHYI0 MYXK-
cKylo rpyab. [ToToku konkux 3amevanuii Bepreauch y Okapbl Ha
SI3bIKE, HO OJIM30CTh MYKUMHBI HEBEPOSITHO CMYIaja, U MO3TO-
MY MBICJIM IIyTQJIUCh, HE KeJasi CKJIa/IbIBAThCS B YHUUMKUTEb-
HYIO OTIIOBE/Ib.



Bocronbs30BaBIIMCh 3aMUHKOM, OECCMEPTHBIN MIPHXKAT €€ TeC-
Hee K cede 1, 00XBaTHB MaJIbLIAMH, TPUTIOJHSIT TOIO0poaoK. [o-
KJIABIINCh, KOTJA JIEBYIIIKA B3IJISIHET HA HETO, OH MSTKO MPOro-
BOPUJIL:

— Tl penIaraenib MHe OTKa3aTbCsl OT HEKHOTO, €111 TOJTKOM
He pacrycTuBierocst 0yrona? OT COBEpIIIEHHOU KPacoThl, KOTO-
pYIO ellle J1a)ke He 3aMeyaloT JApyrue, HoO KOTopasi, HECOMHEHHO,
CKOpPO BOUJIET B cuity?

Cepatie Okapsl 3a0UIOCh TaK YacTo, YTO CTAJIO TPYIHO JIbI-
marh, a B Mo Opocuiack Kpacka. KakoB Harnenr! O6HuMaer,
JEPKUT TaK, 4TO U B3MMIsAAa He oTBecT. O TOM, UTO IJ1a3a Xapaa
MOCTOSIHHO MPUTATHBAIOT €€, JEBYIIKA CTapaiach HE JyMaTh —
MaJio Jil y Koro Kakue HenoctaTku. Keona oboxaer [loapa, Bot
NYCTh CaMa M CMOTPUT Ha Hero, a Okape Jjiydlie nogymarh, Kak
3aCTaBUTh OECCMEPTHOTO OTKA3aThCsl OT Hee.

— Bol crienent! — nporunena oHa, XOTsl BHyTPH Bce IIepeBopa-
YMBAJIOCh OT yXkaca.

— Bul Tak B ceOe He yBepeHbI? — KpUBO YCMEXHYJICS Xapi U
MSITKO TIPOBEJT MOAYIIEYKOU OOJBIIIOrO Majblia Mo HUXHel ryde
Oxapsl. ¥V 1eByHIKU NEpEXBATUIIO IbIXaHUE OT €ro HarJIOCTH, a B
roJjioce Xxapza rnosiBUIach Xpurorua: — 3ps. ..

— 4 He o Tom, — MOTHYJ1a rojoBord Okapa, 3a0IHO CTPSXU-
Bas nasblipl Joapa. — Bel ciensl, HOTOMY UTO He 3aMedaeTe ove-
BusiHOro! C BaMu psi/IoOM HAXOOUTCS IEBYIIIKA, KOTOpast 000KaeT
Bac!

Omna momnbITanack BHIOpPAaThCs M3 3aMaJHA OECCMEPTHOTO WJIH



XOTs1 ObI OCTTAOMTH OOBATHS.

— U ta neBymika, Ha/Io IOHUMATh, HE BBI? — C TIOJYYJIBIOKON
OCBEJIOMUJICS Xapjl, He TO3BOJISIsS HEBECTE BHIPBATHCS U3 KOJIbIIA
PYK W IpOJOJIKasi HABUCATh HaJl Hell, 1o0aBuiL: — $1 BrKy OOJIb-
uie, yeM Bol gymaere, Okapa. He Hy:xxHO peBHOBaTh. [locie cBs-
IIEHHOTO 00ps/1a 1)1t MEHsI He OyJIeT CyIeCTBOBATh IPYTHX KEeH-
IIMH, KPOME 3aKOHHOU CITy THUIIBI.

— PeBHOBath? — 3a70XHYyJIach OT Bo3MmylieHusi Okapa. — A?
Bac? Cmemno! U 51 Bam ceituac 10Kaxy, 4To Bbl MHE Oe3pa3iiny-
HBI. ..

— Jloka3piBaiiTe, — BEJIMKOAYITHO pa3pemini Xapd U HakJo-
HUJICS K HEH.

[s151 Ha ero MpUOVIKAIIeCs KPaCUBO OYEpUYCHHBIE T'yObl,
Okxkapa cxanach, Kak KpOJIUK TIepe]] yAaBOM, Pa3pbiBasiCh MEKIY
’KeJaHUEeM OTTOJIKHYTh MYXUHUHY HU... TIO3BOJIUTh €My CAesaTh
TO, YTO OH coOupaJicsi. PaHbllle ee HUKTO He 11e10BaJl, U 4YyBCTBO
azapra OXBaTHJIO JIEBYIIIKY — €i He TEpIIeIOCh OIIYTUTh TO, YTO
OHA HUKOT/IA HE UCTIBITHIBAJIA.

«Bcero onuH morienyi, a MOTOM 51 €ro 00s3aTeNIbHO OTTOJIK-
Hy», — mooOemana cede mnammas TobepoH. U, mo3adwiB, Kak
JBIIIATH, HEBOJIBHO TIOTSHYJIACh HABCTPEUY KEHUXY. ..

Xapsa 3amep, Ka3ajoch, 32 MTHOBEHME JI0 TIOLENysl 1 BHUMA-
TEeJIbHO MOCMOTpEJ B I71a3a JEBYIIKH, KOTOPbIE OHA TYT e TO-
CIenIHo 3akpbuia. [IpuroroBuIack Oy TUTH TO, O YEM JIUIIb YH-
Tajia, KaKk BAPYT YCIBIIIAIA XOJIOMHBIN cMeIoK. Jloap BEIIOXHYI
eil B TyOBI:



— Buxy, Bam COBEpILIEHHO BCE PaBHO.

OH usnesaercsa? Bee miaHbl KOTY MO XBOCT.

— A s cMOTpI0, BBl U3 pOOKHX? — paclaxHyB IJ1a3a, CEPAUTO
orpei3Hysach Okapa. — He 3Haere, Kak JeBYIIKY MOLEJIOBATh?

— 51 rOTOB BBICITYIIATH COBETHI, — OE3Pa3IMIHO MOXKAT IjIeda-
MU OeCCMEPTHBIN.

OT 0CcO3HaHMS TOTO, UTO TAK U HE MOJIyYUJIa KEJTaHHOT'O ToLIe-
JIysi, OT 0OKIbl Ha GECCMEPTHOrO CTaJI0 OYEeHb TOPBKO, a MPU BOC-
MOMUHAHUM O CECTPE U CThIIHO. YepT, xapa urpai ¢ Heu, Apas3-
HWI, KaK BKOHEI] OOHAIJIEBITIast KOITKA HAMBHYIO MBIIIIb, KOTOpast
10 CBOEU TITYIIOCTY PElInIa, YTO 3BEPh HE 3aMHTEPECOBAH B OXO-
te. Ho Gosbliie Bcero pasapakaio, YTo OH MPOJOIIKAT IepKaTh
ee B 00paATHAX. U, Kaxercs, NeNCTBUTEIBHO KIaJI COBETOB. U3-
JIEBAETCS1, MEP3aBELl.

— Heyenu BbI HAMeKaeTe Ha paciyIeHHOCTh CBOeH OymyIiein
HEBECTHI, Xap/? — CTapasCh HE COPBATHCS Ha KPUK, XOJIOIHO IO-
uHTepecoBanack Okapa, crenana ryOOKUN BIOX W TTPOIOIIKY-
Ja: — A BOpOYEM. ..

JleByliKa yMBIIUIEHHO 3aMoyaia, no3BonauB Hoapy nomy-
MaTh COBCEM HE CIIy4alHO YIYIIEHHYIO MbIC/Ib. Bapyr xapn mo-
CUMTAET €€ CJMILIKOM pa3BpallleHHON U caM OTKaXeTcs OT Hee?
BOuThle romaMu cOBETHI MATYIIKU O TOM, KaK JOJIKHA ceOs Be-
CTU BOCIUTaHHAsi BOPKOPHUS, B 3TOM HENMPOCTOM U 3allyTaHHOU
cUTyaly Masio nomoraiau. YroOsl oObIrpaTh 6ecCMepTHOTrO, eil
HYKHO 3a0BITh BCE, UEMY €€ YUUJI C JIeTCTBA, M CTaTh TOU, KEM
OHa, MO CyTH, He ABsIack. Ho pagu cectpel OHa JOKHA MOMPO-



OoBaTh.

C yero Hauatb, Okapa npeacrasisiia ¢ TpyaoM. Eil mano 4ro
OBLJIO U3BECTHO O PACHYIIEHHBIX JEBYIIKAX, JIUIIb CIIyXU U3Pel-
Ka fonetany 10 Hee. OIHAKO MOMBITAThCS CTOWJIO. Pamu cecTphl.
Jla v He HyXHO M300paxarh PacIylIeHHOCTb, JOCTATOYHO MO-
Ka3aTb HEYBaKEHHE U MPOSBUTH HA30MIMBOCTG. [lymaercs, Ma-
TyIIIKa 3HAJA, O YeM ToBOpmia. MyXKUYHMHBI HE JIOOSAT Yepecuyp
YMHBIX ¥ IPUCTABYYMX KEHIIUH. BOT U IMaHC MpOBEpHTh.

— CoBerT nepBblid, — CTapaTeNIbHO MPOroBapUBast Kax 10e CIIOBO
U C TPYIOM C/IepkuBasi MoOeaHyo yiabioky, Okapa mepenuia K
neny, — OyapTe cMenee. [loBepbTe, IEBYIIKM HE KyCaloTCsl, U BaM
HE CTOUT UX OOSIThCS.

— Cmenee? — I'yowl loapa npornymu, OyATO OH CAEPKUBAI
yIBIOKY. — D710 Kak? [Tokaxkwure.

— Ip-p-d! Beemy Bac yunts Hajo!

Okapa TOJIOKMIA JIAJONIKA Ha TBEPAYIO, NMOYTH KaMEHHYIO
rpyab OeccmeptHoro. O, Ooru, kakoe y Hero Tesno! Ilamsars
YCIYKJIMBO TOACYHYJa 00pa3 CTOSIBIIETO Ha KOpadie B MOYTH
pacriaxHyToi pyOarnike Jloapa, 4eTKO OUepUYEeHHbIE MYCKYJIBI KO-
TOpOro Tak W mpuTaruBaim B3rsiA. HeBepositHo! KoHunkamu
NaJIbIEB OHA OIIyINasia TBepbie Oyrpsl MbII. OT OIHON MbIC-
71 00 3TOoM onayio meku. Parbine Okapa He coBepiaia HuJe-
O CTONb OE3yMHOTO, JIake BO BpeMsI TaHIIA OHA JIepXkaiach Kak
MOKHO JIaJIbIlie OT KaBaJsiepa. bim3ocTh Xapaa cMyiasnia, u rmoka
OH He Tepelnes K akTUBHBIM JICHCTBHSAM, HaJI0 ObLJIO OT HETo 13-
OaBIIATHCS.



Yro Tam gainbiie?

Mama Bpoze yuwia, YTO B3DJISiA IOHAs BOPKOPUS JOJKHA
CKPOMHO omyckath B moj. Eme uto-To mpo cmex. A! Henbss
T'POMKO CMeSIThCSI, 9TO MPU3HAK TypHOTO BOCIMTAHUsA. YIIBIOKa
cama coOOM pacruibuiach Ha Jiuiie neBymku. [omyyait, 6eccmept-
Hblii! OKapa BCKHHYJIA TOIOOPOIOK, TOCMOTpEJa MPSIMO B IJ1a3a
MYKUMHE W PaCX0XOTasach.

Jluno Jloapa Ha MrHOBEHUE YAUBJIEHHO BHITSHYJIOCh. HO TyT
e POT MEPEKOCHIIa YCMEIIKa, W XapH BITYCTWI IEBYIIKY U3
CTAJIbHOTO KOJIbLIA OOBSITHI.

«[Tonmyuunocs!» — e1Ba He BCKPUKHYJIA OHA OT PaJIOCTH.

MoskeT, ceruac OH MOMIET U OTKAXETCI OT Hee?

— Jlymaro, s Bac MOHsLI, — 33 AyMUYMBO TOJEJIUIICS Xap/l.

[locne Toro, uto oH caenan aanbiine, Okapa 3aCOMHEBAIACH,
YTO OH ee CJIyIIa, U BooOIIe 3a0bljia, KaK JbIIIaTh.

Jloap MONOXUI PYKH i Ha Tpyib, a MOC]AE TUXO paccMesiI-
cs1 B ymno. JleBymika xBataiga proM Bo3ayx. OT Harmoctu Oec-
CMEpPTHOT'O U3 TOJIOBBI BbUIETEIM BCe MbICH. He Haiins mogxo-
JSIIMX CJIOB, YTOOBI OMUCATh OJI0JIEBABIIYI0 ee Oe3rpaHUYHYIO
3JI0CTb, JIEBYIIIKA 3aMaxHYJIach M MOIBITAIACh YIAPUTh XapAa 1o
mieke. Ho pyka ee Obljia epexBadeHa, a 3arsiCTbe MyKCKUE Majlb-
IIbI CJKAJIM B XKEJIC3HBIX THCKaX.

— Boi!.. — 4yBCTBys, Kak MbUIAIOT OT THEBA IIEKH, BHIMATAIA
Okxkapa. — Bel cambliii HacTosimii ojyient! — OT nepenoHsBIIUX
€€ IMOIMiI rosoc aporuyi. — Kak Bel nocmenu?!

YO6enuBImch, 4TO JIeBYIIKa He coOupaercs aparbes, oap



MeJJIEHHO Pa3kKasl Majblibl U, TPUTIONHSB CMOJISTHBIE OpOBH, Ha-
CMEILIMBO ITPOU3HEC:

— BbIHYKE€H NpPU3HATb— W3 BAaC HUKYIBIIIHBIA YUYUTEb,
Okapa. Ilonarato, MHe 3Ta posib HoxouAeT OoJIbIIIe.

Bce emme npedwiBast B 10Ke OT ciyuuBinerocs, Okapa mbita-
JIaCh TOHSTh, KaK OBITh JIAJIbIlle. 3aKaTUTh UCTEPUKY, HAIIICTITHI-
BaJl BHyTPEHHMI rojioc. «Ho Torma HU4Yero He permTcs», — BMe-
mancs pasyM. «Yro Torma genars?» — HeJOymMeBaJla JIEBYIIKA.
Ecnu Huvero He npuayMarh, €e BbIAAYyT 3aMYy:K 32 3TOIO MOH-
CTpa, MMyCTh U OYEHb KPACKUBOI'O, HO TAKOIO... TAKOTO... HEMPO-
6uBaemoro! OHa cxkaJja KyJakd U CEpIUTO MOCMOTpea Ha YJIbl-
OaroIIerocs: My XK4uHy.

— He nymaro, 4to BB npuHsIM BEPHOE pelieHue, xapa Hoap.
Bel BUgUTE, 51 HEAOCTOMHA CTaTh BAILIEH KEHOM, M HAYYUTh MEHS
XOpOIIMM MaHepaM He nonyuutcs. HeoOyuaemas 1.

— Brl cebs HenoolieHnBaeTe, BOpkopusi. | 0TOB mocroputsb, u3
BacC BBIMJIET ITpeKpacHasn YUSHHMIIa, — HABMC HaJ| HEel OeccMepT-
HBII.

Hecmotpst Ha TO, 4TO OH coBceM He Kacaiicsi OKapel, OT €ro
IIPOHU3BIBAOILIETO B3IVIsAJa OHa 3arpernerana. CHOBa TArydee,
oOXUrapIlee 1 HepBUPYIOIIIEe OIIYyIIeHUe B IPy/AU OXBATHJIO ee.
['yonr [Joapa Obuth Tak Onmu3ko. YeTko OuepueHHbIE, CTPOTHE
Y YyTh NPUOTKPBITEIE. Be3yMHO MaHsiume. .. IHTYyuTUBHO OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CTOMT OTKJIMKHYTHCSI HA OE3MOJIBHOE MPUIJIa-
HIeHKe, U oHa noxaieer. CUIIbHO NoXajieeT. Tak CTOUT Jiu puc-
xoBath? Ho xapn [oap mar 3a marom smman ee Boidopa. On



TMO/IAJICS. HEMHOTO BIepell, U UX T'yObl OYTH CONPUKOCHYIIUCH,
a JpIxaHue cMemanock. OKapa HEBOJIBHO B3/I0XHYJA U OLIYTH-
Jla TPEBECHBIM, PONMUTAHHBII MOPCKOM COJIBIO U BETPOM, apO-
MaT, KOTOPBIM HIEKOTAJl HOC U Tasijl Ha A3bIKE MPUBKYCOM JIbIM-
HoW cmonbl. OX, nouemy Jloap HACTONBKO MPUSTHO MaxHET?

Mama y4dnia, 4yTO Hy’)KHO XPaHUTb CKPOMHOCTb U IOJAPUTh
TIepBHII MOLIENTYH BO BpeMst Opakocouetanus. «Ha Tex, KTo gaer
ceOs1 MoIIesIoBaTh 10 KJISATBBL Yy ajlTaps, He KeHSATCs», — He pa3
noBTopsiia oHa. Ecnu noaiaThesi jkelaHWI0 M OTBETUTh HA TO-
eIy, TOT/Ia XapA JOJKEH OTKa3aThCsi OT n30paHHUIBL. OH He
CMOXET MOCTYIIUTh NO-Apyromy. Beap HeMbICIMMOE €10, 4TO-
Obl JIEBYIIKA MOIIEI0BAJIA MYKUMHY TIepBOM !

«Hy xe, Okapa, naBait, rieyii ero!» — nogdaapusaia oHa ce-
Ol

He obpariasi BHIMaHUsI Ha BBIPBIBAIOIIEECS U3 TPYIH, OTYa-
SIHHO Oblollieecst cepalie, JeByIIKa MPUITOAHSIIACh Ha HOCOYKH,
MOTSIHYJ1aCh K MYKUMHE M. ..

— Kak 51 u roBopmii, 3 TeOs BHIIUIA OTIMYHASL yYCHHUIA, —
TIXO mporoBopw Jloap moutu eil B TyObl. — M ThI 00s13aTENBHO
CTaHelllb MOeM KEHOM.

Oxkapa 3acTeila Ha MecTe, OyITO TpOMOM MopakeHHas. To
€CTh OH HE CUMTAET ee HelocTorHoM ? U He coOnpaeTcst OTKa3bl-
BaThCsl OT CBaAbOBI? A eciii Obl OHA OTTOJIKHYJIa OeCCMEPTHOTO?
Torzna Obl OH OT Hee oTkazaicsi? Okapa BCXJIMIHY/IA U, OTIPS-
HYB, 3aKpblIa MbLIAIOIIEe JIUIO JIAJOHIMU. XyKe U ObITh HE MO-
xer!



— Bopkopust Keona TobepoH? — BIIpyT ycIbiliaga OHa XOJIOA-
HBIIA TO10C 6eccMepTHOTO. — Bbl 3a0mymumics?

Oxapa pe3Ko pa3BepHy/Iach 1 NPy BUJIE CMEPTENIBHO OJieTHON
cecTpbl OpocHiiach K Heul.

— Keona! Ioxanyiicta, BbicTyIai MeHst!

Ta mocmorpena Ha Hee TaKUM ITPE3PUTENIBHBIM B3IJISZIOM,
yro Okapa 3acTbiia, OyATO BPE3aBIIKMCh B HEPYIIUMYIO CTEHY.
[IpuaBneHHas HEHABUCTBIO, CBETSILIENCS B IIa3aX POHOM CECT-
pbl, OHA €iBa MOIJIa JblaTh. B roioBe npomesnbKHya yxacHas
MBICTTb O TOM, 4TO KeoHa Buena, Kak oHa OOHMMAaeTcs C ee Ka-
IIUTAaHOM M KaK OHM 4YyTh HE IOLEJIOBAJIMCh. Ykac. Tenepsp ToO,
gyro OKapa 3T0 Jesana, JUIb YTOObl OeCCMEPTHBIN 0TKA3aJICs OT
Hee, Keone He nokaxenib. Cepaiie 00JMBagoch KPOBBIO, a K TOP-
JIy TIOJKATHJI KOM OT OCO3HaHHUs, 4To I cecTpel OKapa crajia
CaMbIM HEHABUCTHBIM BparoM.



I'maBa 9
Jajiekue u 0JIH3KHe

Oxapa IpoCHYJIaCh PaHO YTPOM OT OXBATUBILIETO €€ 03HO0A.
Oma 3aKkyTajachk B MyUIMCTOE OfIESJIO, HO APOKb HE MPOXOAUJIA.
JIeByIIKy BCIO HOYb MYy4MJIM KOLIMAaphbl, B KOTOPbIX HaJ HEN TO
uzaesasca Jloap, pacckasbiBasi O TOM, KaK BOCIMTAET U3 HEE I10-
CIIyLIHYIO €HY, TO IIPOH3aJI JIEASHBIM IIpe3peHueM B3riisa Keo-
HBI.

CrpexuBIINCH OT X0J101a, 4TO Olylaia BHyTpy, Okapa cBep-
HyJIaCb KOMOYKOM. Buepa, nocie Toro, 4to npou3oiio B cauiy,
oHa xotesia ymepeTb. Ho Tonpko kto eit no3ponut? Ipe3penue
CECTPHI ¥ TBEPIOE JKeTaHue OeCCMEPTHOTO KEHUThCS Ha M30paH-
HMIIE CTAJIM HE €AMHCTBEHHBIMU HenpuATHOCTAMU. C BO3Bpalle-
HHeM JJOMOU ee Oe/ibl He 3aKOHYIITNCH. OKapy J1aJ1 CTPOTHIA BbI-
TOBOP OT OTIIa, KOTOPOMY HE TIOHPABMIIOCH, UTO JI0Yb cOeskasa
cpa3zy mocie oObsIBJIeHUsI ee HeBecToi xapaa. CBoed MMITyIlb-
CHBHOCTBIO ¥ MAJIOLYIIIEM OHA ITOCTABUJIA €TO B HEBBITOJHOE I10-
JIOKEHUE TIepe]], BBICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIMU 3HAKOMBIMM.

U kyna xe 6e3 Kedpuna? [Nognepxusas oriia, 6parerr chmat
CapKaCTUYECKMMHU 3aMEYaHUsIMH, HE MPEMUHYB 3aMETUTb, 4TO
CecTpHLIe JIydllle NOJOXKAATh CBabObl, YeM OOXUMAThCA C XKe-
HUXOM B TEMHBIX 3aKOYyJIKax ajied. K KoHIly ero exugHou pe-
4yn Keona BeIrIsiienia Mpausee Tyud, a Okapa rotoa Opuia mpo-



BAJIUTHCSI CKBO3b TOJI TOCTUHOM, Kya UX MPUTJIACKI TIOCTIE YTO-
MUTEJIBHOTO Bevepa I71aBa ceMeiicTBa. BeromuHas norpsicatorie
KpacuBBIN JBOpEI], AEBYIIIKA TOAyMaJia, YTO C ITOro JIHs Oyder
OTYasTHHO HEHABUJETh JII0ObIEe TTPa3THECTBA.

EnuHcTBeHHOe, Yero ceituac xotenoch OKape — 3To 3apbIThCst
B OIESLIO U TaM TepekaAaTh Oypio.

Bort Tonbko Oypst He kellasia MPOXOJUTh MUMO.

KeoHna cTpemutesibHO MpUOIU3MIACH K CECTPe M OKaThia ee
YHUUTOXAIOIIUM B3IJIsIIOM. [IeByllika Ha MUT pacTepsiiach, HO
MIOTOM, BCTIOMHHMB, YTO OHa BOPKOPUs, a He KaKasi-HUOY/b MPH-
ciyra, 9YToObl C Hell Tak oOpaIaivch, C JOCTOMHCTBOM BBIMPSI-
MUJIACh U, MEIJIEHHO TIO/IHSIBILIUCH, IPUBETIIMBO YJIbIOHYIACH:

— Hobpoe yTpo.

— He obonpmaiics, — npommrnena Keona. — Ono nepecraner
OBbITh 151 TeOs JOOPBIM MPSIMO Cceiuac.

U neoxuganno ynapuiaa Okapy 1o mieke. [leByiika npuxkana
JIAJIOHb K TOPSIIIIEMY JIMITY ¥ B TIOTPSICEHUU OTIPSIHYJIA:

— Te1 ¢ yma conuna?!

— Cama Hampocuiace! — 3710 cBepkHyJa ra3zamu Keona u
TKHYJIA MaJIbleM B Ipyib cecTpbl. — Thl penana meHs!

— Huxoro s He npenaBana! Tem 6onee Teds1! — ¢ 00MI0N BbI-
namna Okapa. Ee Teno 6uina kpynHas Apoxkb, U OHA MEIJIEHHO
OITyCTWJIACh Ha MoJ1. [IprCIOHMBIMCH CIMHOM K KPOBATH, YCTAJIO
nporoopuia: — §l He BUHOBaTa. DTy OMMOKY JOMYCTUIH Kpe-
1ibl. OHU Ha3BaJIM HE TO UMSI.

— dymaenib? — u3eBatenbcku ycMexHysach Keona u ckiio-



HWIACh HaJ| cecTpoil. — IMeHHO 00 3TOM BBl pa3roBapvBalM C
xapnoM [loapoM, KOrjaa Tl Harjo MprUcTaBajja K HEMy B caay?

WM oHa cHOBa 3aHecna pyky ajs yaapa.

— OcraHoBuch! — 3akpryana Okapa. YBepHYBILIMCH OT IOILIe-
YKMHBI, OHA BCKOYMJIA HA HOTU M OTTOJIKHYJIA OT cedsl cecTpy. —
[lovimu ThI HAKOHEL, HE MpUCTaBaIa g K HeMy! S yimb. ..

— Henmosanace? Coonazusuia? — Yneioka Keonsl HanmoMuHasa
ockaJn 3Bepsi. — He ornupaiicsi, Okapa, 51 Bce Bujena!

— He 3Hat0, 4T0 ThI TaM BUJIENA, HO S TIBITAIACH YOEAUTH Xap/a
OTKa3aThCsl OT CBaJbOBI, — B OECCHJIMK OITyCTUJIACh HA TIOCTENb
miamas Tobepon. — [oxanyiicta, moBepb MHe.

— TeGe? — HenoBepuMBO nepecnpocuia Keona u, TpsxHyB ro-
JIOBOM, celna psAaoM. — CKaKu YECTHO, Thl IEMICTBUTEILHO YTOBa-
pUBajia KanwWTaHa OTKa3aThCsl OT CBaIbObI? MHe HyXHA TOJIBKO
npaBJa.

[To ry6am KeoHsl ckonb3Hya rpycTHast yablOKa, HO B IJ1a3ax
MOSIBWJIACh HA/IEK1A.

— Kiranycp! Thl MOXeEIIb MHE BEPUTB! — rOPSY0 BOCKJIMKHYJIA
Oxkapa u cxBatuia JagoHb cectpbl. — Ho [oap... oH...

Omna 3amoinyana, He 3Hasl, Kak cKa3aTh, 4YTO OECCMEpPTHBIN He
coOupaetcs OT Hee OTKa3biBaThcsl. OKapa He XoTesa MPUINHSITD
cectpe 601b. KeoHa nojiHs1ach v, TOBEPHYBIIKCH K HEH JIMIIOM,
cxBarwia 3a mieyd. Okapa 3aMmepina, He OTBOAS B3MJIsSa OT 3a-
TYMaHEHHbIX 0e3yMUeM U3YMPYIHbIX IJ1a3.

— OTkaxuch oT cBafbObI! — BCTPSIXHYB €€ 3a IUIeYH, MOTpe-
6oBana Keona.



— Y-ur0? — npobopmotrana Okapa, He y3HaBasi cecTpy. — Tbl
3Haellb, 1 HE MOTy !

— Moxemb! — ckpuBuiach crapiasi ToOepoH U ¢ yrpo3oil B
rojioce nodasmia: — «Her» OyzneT qocraTtouHo!

— Hymaems, [loap npumer otka3? — moprayJa Okapa u ¢ co-
’kaneHnem npodopmotana: — ... ve mory. I[Ipoctu.

— Twl u3BUHSEHIbCS? — COBCEM HEXOpOIIo yabiOHyIack Keo-
Ha ¥ cy3uia ma3a. — YTo, NojoxKuia 11a3 Ha MOero Kanurasa?
[TpuzHaBaiicsi, Mep3aBKa!

— O yeM TBI? — HEMOCITYITHBIMU OT CTpaxa rydamu mposierne-
tasna Okapa.

— VMmoo Tebs1, cecTpeHka, OTKaxkuch OoT Hero. He nuimnaii
MEHS1 HaJIeXKIbl HAa CUACTbe, — OTIYCTUB IUIeuH, norpocuia Keo-
Ha. Ee pyku nersmu nosuciv BAosb Tena. — He cron mexny
Hamu. He Hago.

— Me:xnay Bamu? — pactepsiHHO nepectipocuia Okapa. Benom-
HUB, KaKk MeuTasa o noienye ¢ Jloapom, BHOBb TOYYBCTBOBaJIa
ce0s1 BUHOBATOW TEpes CECTPOr ¥ YIMABIIMM T'OJIOCOM yTOYHH-
na: — Tel HpaBUIIBbCA emy?

— A Thl gymana unaue? — obuzenach Keona. — Heyxenu ny-
Maellb, 4To Oyapb mo-apyromy, [oap moutun Obl CBOMM BU3H-
TOM JIOM Haiero otua? — JleBylika BHOBb pa303JIMJIACh, U €€ JIH-
IO HEKPAaCUBO UCKA3WJIOCh OT 'HeBa. — M cunraens, oH paau
Te0s1 Ha Oaut npuien? Pagu Toil, o cyliecTBOBaHUM KOTOPOW U
HE MOJ03peBajl? — HEMIPUATHO XOXOTHYJIA OHA U CMEPUJIA CECTPY
BBICOKOMEPHBIM B3IJ1110M. — Tbl HUKTO! [1ycThINIKa, MpUrogHas



IUIsl OHOTO — pasBjieKkarh Oyayiero myxa. M mar u3 1edst Hu-
KaKoM, MpsAMO Kak 13 cimyxaHku koponesa! Trl 6ecnionesna. Co-
gyBcTBYyI0 [loapy. EMy npunercs csi3ath cyap0y ¢ TOM, 4TO yMe-
€T TOJILKO NephIIIKK NofgHuMaTh. [Ipeacrapisenis, KaKum 1mo30-
POM THBI CTaHeIb Jisi OeccMepTHOro? 3a ero CuHou OyayT cMme-
atecsi. Ho oH mpegan nMmepry 1 MOAYMHUTCS KPELaM.

— Ho oH roBopuI. .. — MomsITanach BCTAaBUTH XOTb c10BO OKa-
pa.

— HeBaxxHo, uT0 OH TOBOpWII, — 0OOpBasia ee cectpa. — Jo-
ap coBpan tebe. OH He oOUUT Ty, UTO cinadee ero. Tem OGoree
HeBecty. Ero jonr nepes ummnepuei 1 caMiuM coOOH 3aIriaTh
TeOs1, C YeM OH MPEKPACHO CIIpaBisieTCs. A Thl pa3Becuiia Iy U
BEPUIIIb KaXJIOMY ero cioBy. Jloap He TepruT cnadbocTh, HO eMy
NIPUJIETCS] KEHUThCS Ha OJHOM M3 TeX, KOro oH mpesupaer. Ka-
KO yzap cyabObl.

— IIpe3upaer? — pacrepsinHO niepecnpocuiia Okapa.

Ona He Moria ceGe MpeCcTaBUTh, YTO Xapyl BUepa MoTerniai-
cs1 HaJl Hel, HO B cyioBax KeoHs! OBLIO CMIIIKOM MHOTO TIPaB/Ibl,
4TOOBI B3ATh M IPOCTO OTMaxHyThcsl. OKapa cnadblii Mar, U 3Toro
He U3MeHUTh. Bee, 4To y Hee ecTb— 3TO MpUsATHAs BHEIIHOCTD
U Xopoliiee nmpoucxoxaenue. [laxe He nucanHas kpacasuna. Ec-
i Obl He ceMbst, Okapa crana Obl... HuKeM! A BoT KeoHa mo-
OMIach BHICOKOTO TIOJIOXKEHUSI U TOPAMTCS 3THM 10 TipaBy. CKo-
pee BCero, Xxap/ Ha caMoM JieJie pa304apoBaH BEIOOPOM KPEIOB.
HacronpKo, 4T0 OTKPOBEHHO TMOTEIaJICsl Hajl CYy)KEeHOU B cajy,
a OHa MPUHSIA eT0 YXaKMBAaHUS 32 YUCTYI0O MOHeTy. Kakas oHa



BCE-TaK1 HauBHasl.

— Iloiimu, cecTpeHKa, — CMEHWIA PE3KMMA TOH HA JIACKOBBIN
Keona u, o6HsB Okapy, Msrko mporoBopwia: — 5 xe o tebe,
riynas, Oecriokoloch. beccMepTHbIe BeeX c1aOblX MaroB Mpe3u-
pawot, a Tl oHa U3 HUX. OT 3TOrO0 HUKYyAa He aerbesi. Cornac-
HO TpaauisaMm Jloap xeHuTcs: Ha Tede, a oclie 0Opsia BEIKIET
BpeMs 1 U30aBUTCS.

— N3b6aButca? — Bcrpenenynack Okapa. — Kak?

KeoHna suiib KpMBO yXMbUIbHYJIACh U HEOMPEAEIEHHO MOBeJia
TIe4aMu:

— Ha xopa0sx MHOTrja TPOMCXOAAT HeCYaCcTHbIE crydan. Hu-
KTO HE YAMBUTCS, €CJIM HENPUBBIKIIAS K KOpaOeIbHOW KU3HU
JKeHa Xapa CJy4yaiHO CIIOTKHeTCs M yrnazeT 3a 6oprt. [do 3emim
naneko. Tebe He BBIKUTH.

VYV Okapbl OT 3TUX CJIOB CIIOBHO CKOBAJIO JIb/IOM 3aThUIOK. [le-
BYILIKA B OTYASSHUU MTPOLIETITaA:

— Yro MHe nenath?

— OTKa)u 6eCCMEPTHOMY, — C TBUIAIOIIM B30POM ITPOIIIHUTIE-
Jia cecrpa.

— [lana meHs yobeT, — ucryrajiach BTOpas.
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