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Korga-auOynp ofHax b1, Yepe3 MHOTO JIET,

Thb1 HaOepENIbCsSI CMEJIOCTH C/IENATh IIar HApyKYy.
[No-nercku yOeKIEHHBIN, YTO PaccBET

Tem sipue CBETUT, YeM CUJIbHEE HYXKEH.

Wnu nonmy4duTes, 4to B IBIMKE OeperoB
He paznuuuiiis ThI cCOOCTBEHHOE MM ?
Wnm noiiménp, 4To Kpaii u3 AETCKUX CHOB
W Hebo muBHOE yCTIeNN CTaTh 1yKUMHU.

U Torna BepHEMILCS, MOKET ObITh,

B cBo#1 Kpenkuii ¥ IpOoCTOM 3epKaJIbHbIN TOPO/.
Ho Hukorna He cMOXelb Mo3a0biTh

3amnax KOCTpOB, IPU3bIBHBIN, APEBHUI TOJION.

[Ipocry1o, pa3bACHAIONIYIO CYTh:
TakuM, Kak Tbl, HEJIb351 ObITH CPEIU MPOYMX.

WU s1a 1poxb, 4TO HE JAET YCHYTH,
TeOs 3acTaBUT BBITh IOCPEI HOYH.
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HepymMukoH, 1enp Yronmero mecsia, 11

[ar.

Emg€ mar.

Backa mpo6upainack 1o He3HaKOMOMY Jiecy. MecTHbIe Ha3bIBaIM €r0 «MEPTBBIM». OHU HEe 00b-
SICHSLJIM TIOYEMY, U CO CTOPOHBI polla BHIIVIsZAENA COBEpLIeHHO HopMasbHOW. Ho Backa noraipia-
J1ach — 3TOT JIEC CTOWJIO nepeceyb rnockopee. Hu ofuH nucTouek He JBUraics, v vaila He Jpliiaja,
He xmna. OHa rmpocTo crosiia: 6e3 3BYyKOB, 0e3 11e/d, Kak 3aMopokeHHasl. [IpeBHsIsl Marvsi, MpayHo
nogymana Backa. Koe-rjie ona nporpasuiia camy 3emunio. Bc€ 31ech 1aBUIO yKacHOM TUIITMHOM, KOTO-
PYIO pajiu cBOero xe Onara He CJIeJOBAJIO HApYIIaTh.

Backe 310 6b110 6e3pa3IMYHO: COOCTBEHHBIH IIIyM B €€ TOJIOBE HE yTUXaJl HU HA MUHYTY.

Omna Bciony mpyMeyvasa CUJIKH, XOTs JUIsl HAX yKe He ObUIO HY NTHIl, HU 3Bepeil. U Bcé xe
B HEKOTOPBIX UTO-TO OONTAIOCHh. A Apyrue ObLIM CIIOMaHbl M pa3METaHbl, @ 3eMJISI PSJIOM CTPAITHO
BoHs1a. [log Horamm Backa Hamuia KycOK TPSIITKH C TIOMYCTEPTHIM OesibiM KpecToMm. HekoTopbiM
TOISIM KaXKeTCsl, YTO SMOJIEMBI JIENIAl0T U3 HUX HEeYSI3BUMBIX repoeB. HampacHo. ..

MEpTBBIii Jiec HaBeIAIH JIUIIh OTYASTHHBIE JTIOMU: OOPIIB ¢ BHEITHUMHM MOHCTPaMU, OeTJIelibl
OT 3aKOHa, UCKAaTeIn HpPIKJIIO‘IGHHfI. ..U 6pOILHI‘I/I, KOTOPBIM TEPATH COBEPHICHHO HEYETO U MOXKHO
uaTH Besne HanposioM. HaBpone Backu.

XpycT nof MOAOIIBOM, YTO-TO MaJleHbkoe. CTpeMUTENbHbINM CBUCT Hajl 1jiedyoM. Backa 3amepina
U BBIIOXHYJIA.

Tyt cnumkom MHOTO JioByIiek. [Toromy uto oHa emg 6;1m3Ko K ropoay. Yem Oosbliie Ha rpa-
HUIIE C JIECOM XUTPOYMHBIX MEXaHU3MOB yOWICTBA, TeM CIIOKOiHee crutcst kuteism Codanbra.
Camu oHM yepe3 yallly He XOIAT, OHU CJIMIIKOM HOopMalibHble. CTpaliHee JIOBYHIEK TOJIBKO TO, UTO
MOXET MPOOYAUTHCS, €CITM MHOTO IIYMETh U CKakarh. [109TOMy HYKHO OYeHb XOPOIIIO COCPENOTO-
YUTHCS U MATKO 000uTH BCE. [IpouyBCTBOBATS Jiec.

Tonbko nec. Backa 3akpbula I1a3a, MOMbITAIACh HE XMYPUTbCs. E€ pecHMIIbl 4yTh B3Jparu-
BaJIM — @ KOMY ITOHPABUTCS JIMIIATH ceOsl 3peHusl B TAKOM MecTe?

Tosnbko stec. He CoOanbT, OCTaBIIMIACS TI033/11 U CUSIIOIINIA pPa3HOIIBETHEM HEPYMHBIX OTHEH.
He Buepamnmii npazguuk. He TaBepHa, rae oHa ymyzapuiiack 3aJapMa IMOYKWHAaTh, U HE KOCTED,
KOTOPBII OHAa CErofHsl pa3BeJET MO Ty CTOPOHY oTpaBiieHHON vaiiy. Jlaxe ne nuno [llanca, Topon-
JMBO Jionouyiero nepea eé yxonoMm. Cocpenorouscsi, Backa! Crapoe, HO xopoliiee yrnpaxHEHUe.
Tombko sec.

KOFI[EI Tbl HAYUYHIIBCA NIEPEABUTATHCA TaK, HAOIIYIIb, KOIJa Thl NEPECTAHCIIb ITPAa3JHO pa3Ma-
XHUBAaTb pyKaMU 1 INOYYBCTBYCIIb MMOAYHICYKAMU IMAJIBLEB OCTPLIC BETKU TCPHOBHUKA, KOI'ld Thl YCJIbI-
b 1104 HOraMU TUXUU-TUXUAN XPYCT JaBHO BBICOXIIIEN YCPHUKU; KOIla Thl, HAKOHEL], OKUHCIIb
BHYTPEHHUM B30pPOM BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYI U MOYYBCTBYEIb TOHKUI MOTOK BO3[yXa MEXIY
ACPCBbAMMU. Koma CTaHCIIb YYBCTBUTECJIbHA K MaJIERIINM ABUKCHUAM BOKPYT. Bor TOorjga, BaCKa, ThI
MOJTHOCTBIO COCPEIOTOUYMIIACh U [TIOHMMaellb, rae Thl. OTKpoi I1a3a.

INMoka Backa He Bupena, Hamom3 roayOoBaThlii TyMaH. VI oHa MpOCTO HE 3aMedana ero?
He nymana, kak orpanndeH o63op? Ctein. He sTtomy e€ oOyvanu B MHOpryme.

«OcTraBaiicsl CIIOKOWHOW U COOpPAHHOMW, HUKOTa He TIO3BOJISI YeMy-Ti00 3acTaTh TeOst Bpac-
110X. Pa3Be He Tak Thl IPUBBIKJIA KUTb?»

Bcé npaBmiibHO. [ToaToMy OHa emé BooOie KuBa.

Bueparnee myremecrsue 6b110 gonruM. Korga Backa nodpasack 10 ropoia, Tam Hapyuiy cyma-
TOXa U Mpa3gHuYHas cyeta. Mecta ObLIM TOJBKO B TaBEpHE COOAIBTCKOTO YHHBEPCUTETA, TIOTOMY
YTO CI0Ia HEYUEHBII HapoJ XOOuTh crecHsuicsl. a m Bo3pactoM Backa Ha cTyneHTKy cxoamna. Ei
HE XOTeJIOCh TUIATUTh (PECTUBAJIbHBIE LIEHBI, TAK YTO OHA [03aUrpbiBaja ¢ TpakTupiuukom. Cama yau-
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BWJIACh, KaK €€ M3MOTAHHBIM BUJ MOT TIPOM3BECTH HYKHOE BIIEUaTJIEHHE, HO 9TO MOYEMY-TO pado-
tasio. [Toutu Bcerna padoraso.

Backa ycrano OyxHynach 3a JaJIBHUAN CTOJHMK, C HEKHOCTBIO TOIVIAINIA KPYKKY (PPYKTOBOM
Oparu. Bokpyr cmesutiuch IIKOJSPhI, COONA3HUTENBHO MAaXJI0 MSCOM M Kapromikod. Kro-to men
Ha MHOPUICKOM C omMrOKamMu. Backe Bc€ He HECNH ey, ¥ OHA MOKa BIWJIACH B JOPOXKHBIN XJieOell.

«Hepyma He xBaraer...»

Hepym Obl1 € IMHCTBEHHBIM, Y€ro eil He CTOMJIO ceifuac ynoTpeossaTh. DTU 30JI0THCTO-MeIOBbIE
ClIaJIKMe KPUCTALTBI He IS €€ U3MOXK/IEHHOTO TeJia, He ceiiuac v BOOOIIIE. . .

3a e€ cTonMK OyXHYJICS CUMIIATUYHBIN I0HBIA CyrHUp. Backa ¢ mHTepecoM momgHsia OpoBH,
HO BCE€ ke pernwia He HaurHaTh. Cuil He ObUIO, em€ 3aBTpa MPOIUPATHCS Yepe3 «MEPTBBIN JIeC» . . .
Jla 1 OH coBceM MaJsibumIlIKa. Backe Takue He HpaBUIIKCH.

Cepokoxuii MApeHEK HABUC HaJl KPYKKOU C CUJIBHO MTaXHYIIMM TpaBoi BapeBoM. M 3acBepkan
KENTHIMHU IT1a3aMHU.

— Mens lanc 30ByT. Ycblian TBOM pa3roBop ¢ TPAKTUPIIMKOM. Tak Tl y HAC, 3HAYUT, UHO-
puiika? JIio60-0MbI-bI-bITHO. . .

Backa norsiHyJ1a HOCOM.

Cyns o 3anaxy — Kakasi-To MeJIoByXa, HCIIOpYeHHasI TOJIbIHBI0. 1 TouemMy CyrHUpHI Tak JII0OSIT
MIOPTUThH XOPOIIIME HANIMTKU Takoi ropeunto! Y crmagkas HOTKa, HU C YeM He CIyThIBaeMblid apoMaT
Hepyma. Ero 3mech kpaiam B TaKMX KOJTMYECTBaxX, OyATO yMenu IIeHUTh. Backa TIIOTHYJ1a BO3AYX,
HaJEesACh, YTO COOECEIHNK HE 3aMETUT €€ OJIECTAILErO B3IVIAAA.

On, HaBepHOE, CrHcaJl ero Ha MHTepec K cede.

— Tak uT0 )¢ nepxut npurenuity u3 HebecHoit cromuip 31ech? HeprHa — Takol CKpOMHBIN
Marepuk 1o cpasHeHmIo ¢ [apsamnmm OctpoBom!

Backa ycMexHynach Ha €ro MpOHHIO.

— Bo3moxkHO, OTCyTCTBHE OOMIUX JeJT C THOPUHIIAMU, — ITaprpoBajia oHa. EE riasza mpekparuimm
BIIMBATHCS B UYXKYyI0 KPYXKKY, Backa nmpuHsiiack paccMaTpuBarh CEPOKOKEr0 HE3HAKOMIIA.

VY cyraupa ObUJIO OYeHb MOABMKHOE JIUIIO, OYATO OH MBITAJICS BBIPA3UTh MHOXECTBO SMOLIUI
cpazdy. UyTb BHITSIHYTOE, M OCTpBIE YIIIM HE OMYIIEHbl BHU3, KaK y OOJIBIIMHCTBA COPOIUYEH, a Pe3BO
pacTornsipeHsl B CTOpoHBI. M miasa maxke He COBCEM KENThIE, a C €KUM 3€JIEHOBATHIM OTJIMBOM,
cioBHO OyThutouHoe crekisio. Opet Illanc OblT B cMelHOe, Jake Mo UX CYTHUPCKUM MepKaM, 00H-
yme Tpsnok. OT 6exeBoro 10 TEMHO-3€JIEHOT0, U BCe — C KAKMMHU-TO KAPMaHYMKAMU U ITHYPKAMH. . .
13 HEKOTOPHIX BHIOMBAJIMCH TpaBa 1 Oymara.

['yGB1 MOTOIOTO CyrHUpA MOCTOSHHO MPUTUISACHIBAIIH, 1O IIPUYMHE ¥ Oe3 0OHAXa s MEJTKHUe 3yObl
C CUpeHeBaThiM OTJIMBOM. KyTioi1 B3bepOIIeHHBIX, MEMeIbHO-PYCHIX BOIOC KOJIBIXAJICS Hall HUM, KOTAa
napeHEK BepTesl rOJOBOM. 3aBUBAIOIIMECS Y CaMbIX KOHIIOB MPSIM CMEITHO OOpaMJIsSIA JJTUHHbIC
yIIM — yIiu 6e3 MPOKOJIOB, KaK Y OOJBIIMHCTBA CEPOKOKHX.

Hecmotpsi Ha pe3Bylo OONTOBHIO M OEINble PacCHpoChl, CYTHUP HE OTIMYAJICS LENKOCTHIO
B3rsiAa. [lapa OrpoMHBIX CHSIIONIMX I71a3 JOOPOAYIIHO, B YIIOP PasIIsAbIBAIMA MyTEIIECTBEHHUILY.
B otimmure ot camoii Backu, KoTopast 3a HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/ ycriena n3yunts [anca.

— Xei, Thl, MOXKET, AyMaelllb, uTo s IMNHOoH? PaccrpammmBaio Tedst 0 BCSIKOM, XOTsI Mbl COBEp-
IIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBHI. . .

Backa nipsicHy1a.

— Tol — mmuon? TloBepb, Aaxe MBICIM He BO3HUKJIO, — OTBETHJIA OHA U OTXJICOHY/1a OpaXKH.
OO6bruHOM Oparu. be3 Hepyma.

XOTs B 4EM-TO OH TPaB, B TOM YaCTH KOHTUHEHTA TYJSUIO OOJIbIlle PEBOJIIOIIOHHO HACTPO-
eHHBIX peOsT, ueM Backe Obl X0Ten0Ch. [OTOBBIX IPUAYIIUTH JIIOOOTO, KTO C BOCTOPIOM 3arOBOPHUT
o Ceetnoit bamne. [la u 6e3 Bocropra Toxe. Tak uto myuine Obl [llaHcy 3aTKHYThCSA WM HavaTh
TOBOPUTDH O Hayke U uctopuu. OH Bellb, HABEPHOE, 3Ty epyHIy u3ydaer? MHave 4to eme cyrupy
B UyJaYeCKUX TPSAMKAaxX JeaTh B YHUBEPCUTETCKOW TaBepHe?
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— $1 BOOOIIIe-TO ATXUMUK, — pE3BO MOJEIIWIICS OH U IIeBeJIbHYI yiamMu. — VI3 YHuBepcutera.

OH npoaeMOHCTPUPOBaJl 3aTEPABIIMICS B CKJIAJKaX 3HAYOK.

Backa kuBHyna. M BCmoMHuia, 4T0 COBEPUIEHHO HE MPEICTaBUIIACh.

— Backa Bocrpa. {1... BoJbHas CTpaHHHULIA, TaK CKa3aTh.

[Ilanc yBaXWTETBHO IJISiIEN HAa TPSMKY C OCTPOKOHEUHBIM OENIbIM KPEeCTOM, HAMOTaHHYIO
Ha ruiede Backu. Moxker, Tenepb OH KJaJl OT HE€ Yero-To BHyHIIUTEIbHOTO, MOJI, IIPUBET, 5 aAr€HT UHO-
puiickori MukBu3unmu. .. [lox npukpsituem, pasymeercs. VIMEHHO MOTOMY y MEHSI CTOJIbKO T'psi3u
Ha carorax | Jiie, TEMHO-pPYChble BOJIOCHI 3aIIETEHbI KOe-KakK, a U3 JOPOrUX BEILEel Ha MHE TOJILKO
3yoOpucras caos.

OpHako Oelblii KpecT MOT HOCUTh KaK/blid, KTO CUYMTAJI, YTO €My BIIOPY Cpa)kaTbCs C MOH-
crpamu. Vnm sxenan 3aienuTh B3I BOZMOXHOTO padoTogateis B. .. B OOMIEM-TO, B JTIOOBIX JefIax.
Cmotpurte, 51 CUIBbHBIN, 51 MOTY JieIaTh pa3Hble Benu. Takux, kak Backa, smMOneMa ¢ KpectoM OT/u-
yana oT 6aHIUTOB M MapoaEpoB. U Koe-Koro moxyxe, XOTsl 3TO peJKue ciydau. Backe ObuT HyXeH
3TOT ONO3HABATEJIbHBIN 3HAK.

[Maxc mpoTsiHy cepo-(pHOIETOBYIO PYKY C OCTPbIMH, 3arHYTHIMH BHYTpPb Korotkamu. C 0oiib-
LIMM CMYILIEHUEM, YEM Keall.

— MHe ouenb npusTHO, Ba-Backa. Y MeHsi COBCEM HEMHOTO JIpy3eH. . .

«He ynuBistioch 1 10rapiBaloch, OYEMY .. .»

Backa ocrynunack 1 BeIpyraiach, KOrja rnoj Horoi cHoBa xpycTyso. OHa He 3aMeTHIa BETKY
TEepPHOBHMKA M HACTYNMJIa HA HEE MOJTHOM cToror. MEpTBBIN JIeC paCKUHYJI CBOU JIallbl HA MHOTO BEPCT
B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, M HY OfIHA JIOBYIIIKA He OyJeT % AaTh, HoKa Backa cooOpas3ut, 4to nonanack. 31ech
HY)XHO OBUIO PacCUMTHIBATH KaXK[BIH IIIAr, Be/Ib MO JTOOBIM OpEeBHOM MOIJIO JIeXkaTh HEBECTh UTO.
Ho nocnie iHopryma oHa 1 He Takue MecTa rnpoxoauna. TyT IJ1aBHOe — IBUTaThCsl TUXO, HE KIATh
paccBeTa M He 3aJepKMBAThCS HA OJHOM MECTE CIIUIIKOM JONIT0. DTO ke MEPTBBIN Jiec, 1a, HO 3TO
HE 3HAYUT, YTO OH MYCTOH. ..

E€ MbIcT ipepBasio HeMCTOBOE OpsillaHue C3a/11. 32 TYMaHOM UYTO-TO JIBUTAJIOCH, YTO-TO pe3-
Koe, OecriepeMOHHO paspbiBalolliee TUIIMHY Jieca. [lepeBens nyx, Backa moHsnia, 9To 3TO MPOCTO
nyTenecTBeHHUK. OH 11€1, HapyIas Bce mpaBuiia 0e30MacHOCTH. YTO-TO METaTMUECKOe 3BEHEO
y HEro B Belllax, YCWJIMBasl HEJleNocTh npoucxopsiero. [IpuruisiceiBaonieid moXoakon — U Kak OH
HE TIonajcs B apKaHbl? — U, MOAYMaTh TOJBKO, YTO-TO HACBUCTBIBASI! — OH PEIIMTENHHO 1 OECKOM-
MPOMUCCHO TpUOIMKaics K Backe cKBO3b TyMaH.

Backa orpoMHubIMu T1a3amMu yeraBuiach Ha IllaHca, HakOHeIT OCTaHOBHUBIIIETOCS TIEpe] HEell.

— 51 3Ha1, 4TO 1OrOHIO TeOs. XOTS Tl FOPA30 paHbIlle yIula, YeM s JyMal.

— Tt uto, 3a0pEn 3a MHOU B ITOT Jec? — Backa ycraBuiach B HETEpIIEIUBO TOpsIIHe Ta3a
Cyraupa. — X0opoIlo, BHIKJIIbIBal. 3aueM 51 Te0e Tak TOHaq00nIach?

— Tel ynuta u3 ropoga, — lllanc 3aMsics, HO B I1a3ax ropesa notaéHHas pemmMocTb. — [1po-
CTO B3sUJ1a M YIILIA, KyAa Xouelb. He Oecrokosich HM 0 KaKuX THIIbAUSIX, YHUBEPCUTETAX. .. C ITOU
MOBSI3KOM. §I HE XOuy OcTaBaThCsl, KOra KTO-TO IPYrod BOT TaK YXOOUT. 5 Toke peruwt yuTH.

Bor Tak BOT mpocTo? BONTOBHYM O MPUKJTIOYEHHSAX ¥ CBEPKAHUS IJ1a3 B IPEABKYIIEHUH JI0JTOM
JOpOTH XBaTWIIO, YToObI 3acTaBuTh IllaHca n3meHnTh 00pa3 ku3HU? Backa BHUMATENIBHO OIJIsaesa
€ro C TOJIOBBI JJO HOT M OCTAHOBWJIACh B3IMISAAOM Ha ymax. OHM HEPBHO MOIparvBayv, OXugas eé
cyioBa. Bei1o OBl COBEpITIEHHO O@30TBETCTBEHHO, ake MPECTYITHO OpaTh CYTHUpPaA ¢ COOO.

— Xopouo. Ioinem.

Omna pasBepHyJiach U nodpena BIEpEN M0 HAYMHAIOMIEMY THUXO MpoOykaarkes jecy. [ poxot,
¢ KoTtopbiM niepeapuraics Illanc, HaBepHsKa MOT TIOTHSATDH JIa)e 3aXOPOHEHHBIX 3[1eCh MEPTBEIIOB.
HekotopbIx — OyKBaJIbHO.

Yro %, TEM UHTEPECHEE 10POTa.
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HepymukoHn, 1eHsb Yronmero mecsana, 13

— A-aarpx! [Ipokisrse!

Vixe.

TOoJIBKO YTO BBHIIIUIK HA JOPOTY, U BOT YiKe.

Backa 3acronana ot 6o B civHe. YyoBuine, NIBHIPHYBIIEE €€ Ha KAMHH, 3apblYajio ¥ Ha/IBU-
rajgoch Briepes. XOTs 3TO Iake He YyJOBHIIE.

— Yt00 TebA. ..

Teno He XOTeJo MeBeaUThCA. Bosbh MPOH3MIIA CYCcTaBhl, HO 33jieTa ObIa TOJIbKO crivHa. U cca-
aunbl. OnHa Ha JI0Y.

[Iym noactynan K rojoBe, HeBeposTHBIN 1yM. «Eciu Ob1 ObUT HEpYM...» — HO Backa TyT xe
OTBEpIJIa 3TH MBICIIH.

Wanotckuii, npecaoByThIi, MEP30IMaKOCTHBIN TojieM!

Backa cixana 3y0uarslil Meu 1 CO B3/I0XOM 3acTaBuiia ceOst mogHsThes. [llanc menbrernmn rae-
TO 331, OTBJIeKas ronema, Ho omoru ot axca. ..

[Toranslii ronem.

CBoOozHas pyka nogHsiiach Brepén. Backa nomnbitasiack BeITyCTUTH VICKpY... HO Ha Masibliax
BO3HMKJIM JIMIIb KAJIKKUE eKO-3esEHble oroHbky. llym B ronose TyT ke ycunwicsi. Backa ckpun-
HyJa 3ybamu. [onem rynko 3apslyan v CHOBa MOBEpHYJICSA K Hell. Backa yxe Koe-Kak o4yxasach
Y 3aCTaBWJIa TEJIO YBEPHYThCS OT JPOOSINEro yaapa. PyKu-HOrM ciyniaauch Jiydiie, 4eM OHa OXH-
Jaja, MallMHAJIbHO BBHITMONMHSSI HATPEHUPOBAHHBIE NBYKEeHMs. HO HOBBIM NpUCTYN ITymMa B TOJIOBE
3aCTaBWJI €€ COTHYTbCS TIOTIOJIaM.

— Backa!

[IaHc 0TYastHHO KECTUKYIMPOBAJI, YTO-TO KpHYa.

Tonem BbIpBaJT U3 3eMJIM KaMeHb, O KOTOPBIM HemaBHO KMHYN Backy. Illupokasi TeHs sernia
Ha He€. JlerenmapHas HEMOBOPOTIMBOCTb ITUX cymiecTB? Yymib! Ckaszku! IToT ymyapsuics 1ieBe-
JMThCs BecbMa pe3Bo. L1lym B rosioBe oTCTynusI Ha MUHYTY, HO OOJIb BO BCEM TeJIe Melllajia CpaXaThCsl.
W KMHOK ¢ 3yOpHCTHIM JIe3BHEM TYT He IIOMOXeET. DTO He Takou Bpar. [IpukuHyB, Ky/ia rojiem coou-
pajicst IBBIPHYTH ITBIOY, Backa nocnernmia yoparbcsi B CTOPOHY — IIOUTH BOBPEMs, U BCE e OCKOJIKH
nocranu e€. Crapasch BHIIAIETh 00O, OHA BCKOUMIIA HA HOTH. [lepes r1a3amMu OT Takoro CKavka
BCE IMOMYTHUJIOCH.

— Vxonum! beru k nepeBbsim, [lanc!

C:xaB 3yObl U eie TIepecTaBisisi HOTH, OHa MoOexkaia 3a CyrHupoM. ['oemM pervai u Tonan yxe
32 HUMH, HO BCE-TaakW CKOPOCTh HE MO3BOJIsIa eMy AOTHaTh 100buy. EmE oquH KaMeHb moseren
B CTOpOHY Backu u pa3ouiicst (poHTaHOM OCKOJIKOB Heroaneky. Kperko cxxrmMast OecrionesHblii Med,
Backa Habupana ckopocts. OHa gaxe MOIJIa He MPUMagaTh Ha JIEBYIO HOTY, €CJU CUJIbHO CTapasiach.
[Taxc ObLT yke MeXIy IepeBbeB U C TPEBOTON CMOTpEIT Ha HeE.

— Mopok pacnyctu, octpoyxuid! — ripopeBesna Backa, xpomas k vaiie. CyrHup BCTpeneHyJics,
BMHOBATO 3amMaxajl pykamu. Heyxenu He ymeer? 3aTo OH 3apbUICS B CyMKE U BBITAIMIT HEOOJBIIOMN
MIPOIOJITOBATHIN MPEIMET, MOXOKUI Ha pakeTy i eiiepBepka.

«O 3BE37BI, MBI celTyac 00a MOJOXHEM. . . »

[Manc yto-To uMpkHy/1. Backa mpogomkana 6exars. Co CBUCTOM Haj HeW TpOHECCS 3apsifl.
[ToTom 3a cnMHO¥M pa3faiicsl TPeck, Jetenu oroHbku. C KOoMoTSAImMMcs B BUCKax cepimem Backa
nocturiaa pyoexa aepeBbeB. HolpHYB B momiecok, oHa mortamtwia Illanca mpodb OT mpecioByToi
TIOJISIHBL.

MuHYT NSATHAAIATh OHU €IIE HECIMCh, XOTS 3a CIMHOM AaBHO cTuxia rorons. Illanc Havan
MONMCKMBATh U OTCTaBaTh. Backa M cama HaKOHeIl OCTaHOBHJIACH, CO CTOHOM PyXHYJIa HA BaJICKHUK.

CyrHup, TPEBOXHO IIEBeIs yIIamu, nprcel psgoM. OH MoTya CMOTpeIT Ha Heg.
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Backa He Bhiaepxaa.

— Cropetb Obl eMmy BO BHerniHem miamenu! — B 00J1e3HEHHO! SIPOCTU BBIKPUKHYJIA OHAa. — Ham
Be/Ib HY’KHO ObLJIO IPOCTO MPOUTH!

Ona ocekJsiach — OT 00WBI M OO y HEE 3aciIe3unch I71a3a. Backa ObICTpo OTEpna JHIO
1 ocMOTpea ceosl.

Bces onmexaa Oblla M130pBaHa M B TPSI3U, U3 HECKOJBKHMX CCAIUH COYMIIACh KpOBb. CephE3HBIX
paH He ObUIO, HO CITHHA. . .

— Tume, npunsr, — 3acrpyunack peus llanca. — Bor, Bbinei sto.

— 310 4yTO?

— 3-3enbe?..

Backa Bpaxae0HO ycTaBIIach Ha My3bIPEK.

— 51 He nbI0 HE3HAKOMBIE 3e7bsi. U 51 1a’ke He 3Hal0, HACKOJIBKO Thl TaM XOPOIIl B CBOEW aJIXU-
MUHU. ..

Veunes muio lanca, Backa noraganace, 4to B3sijia CIAMIIKOM PE3KUIA TOH.

— YV MeHs ajuteprusi Ha HEKOTOpBIE MpenapaThl, — MorpodoBaia oHa nmomsrde. — [lostomy s
HE TbI0 HE3HAKOMBIE 3€JIbsl.

CyrHup 3aMsuICs U OIYCTHIT YIIIH, Tipejyiarasi Backe 3arsisiHyTh B CyMKy. JTa akKypaTHEHbKasl,
JIAKMPOBaHHAsI KOJKaHas CyMKa OCTajlach MOYTH eJUHCTBEHHOW M3 BCeX Belllel, uTo Backa ybennia
ero mpoyarth B NiepBoii ke aepeBHe. OHa Bucena y [llanca Bcerna Ha OOKy, ¥ OTTyAA MPUATHO MAXJIO
TPaBO, MENOM M HepyMOM. BHyTpu OJiecTesio MHOKECTBO YUCTECHBKUX OAaHOUEK C 3eITbsIMHU.

— 9710 nopokHbIE. MeIMK U3 MeHsI He OYeHb XOPOIIHA, HO OHU JIAI0T CUJIbl U TIOMOTAIOT UTHO-
pUpPOBaTh paHbl.

— Hukakux «jieynsiok»? — BHUMaTebHO Disifid B 11a3a [llancy, gonsiteiBanack Backa. — Kisi-
HEITbCSA?

— H-Her 3aech uCHENAONMX 3e/Mid, — 3aCMYIIABIINCH emme OOJbIIle, MpojieneTan MapeHek. —
Tonbko nopoxHbie. LIeHHOCT HCIENSIONMX BOOOIIe MpeyBe/InIeHa. . .

— Xopoio. YyToK CHT MHE TIOHaJJOOUTCS.

Backa nporiotusa HacCTOWKY, CTapasich He MOPIIUTBCS OT eJKOro BKyca. [1ycToi my3bIpek Bep-
HYJICSI B CYMKY. B rosioBe HeMHOXkKO miposicHuiock. [1laHc moBecesnen u mpuHsics 00TaTh O BBICOTE
AIXMMUH B T BpeMeHa, KOorjia B Mupe emié Obii Maru. A Backa cieania 3a HUM KpaeM I71a3a u cripa-
mmBajia cedsl, CKOJBKO JKe MTPORIET BpEMEHH Tiepe]] TeM KaK CYTHUP JOTrafaeTcs, oyeMy e Heslb3s
MTUTh JIedeOHbBIC 3eTIbsl.

— D10 Haie yoexulle Ha cerogHs, — pa3Bens pyku, Backa mpogeMoHcTprupoBasia 3a0poIeH-
HYIO ME/IBeKbIO OepIiory.

— Pa3Be MBI He coOMpanch yxe BeuepoM ObITh B Bonbcrpmaiiepe? — CKENTUYeCKHU OTO3BAJICS
[lanc. — U... y 3T0r0 yoexuina TOYHO HeT XO3siHa?

OH cMenHO TIOTSHYJI HOCOM BO3JyX, IPUHIOXMBASICh K CTapoMy 3amaxy 3Bepsa. Ho mensemu
OYeHb YMCTO copepxkar Oeproru. [1axiio enpio, MEXOM U MXOM.

— Ceitvac nero, BepHo? Bce menBenu cHapysxu OpoasT, — Backa yka3zasia naJjibiieM B TIOTOJIOK. —
Beepxy.

[IIym maBwt Ha e€ yepen U3HYTpPHU, HO OHA YXe He oOpalaia BHUMaHHS Ha 3Ty TOCTOSHHYIO
JOKYUYJIUBYIO OOJIb.

— Kak 6bl TO HU OBLIO, CerogHs 00paThCs JI0 TOpoJa HaM He CBETUT, — B3JIOXHYJIA OHA. — DTU
OyOWHBI CBSI3aHBI APYT C IPYTOM, TeTlepb OHHU BeCh JICHb Oy/IyT HAC UCKATh.

[Mpokssareii ronem. OH He JO/DKEH HamagaTh Ha MUPHBIX MYyTHUKOB. VX Beb CIEUATbHO
HavyaJId YCTaHABIUBAThH BJOJb JOPOT, YTOOBI 00ECeUnTh Oe30IIaCHOCTb, H... BHemHuii OroHb, OHa
JoJDKHA OblTa, OHa 0Osi3aHa ObLIa MpeayrafaTh, YTO TAKOW TojieM 00s3aTe/IbHO Ha Heé Ha0pocuTcs!
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[Maxc onmycTrics Ha THO OepiIory, HOKOPHO OMYCTHB YIIU. «OH SIBHO HE TIPUBBIK K TAKOMY», —
C HOTKOM kaJIoOCTH nojaymaiia Backa.

— MBI MOKeM pa3BecTH KOCTED, €CITH XOUelllb, — APYKeT0OHO cKa3aja OHa.

— IIpsimo 3nech?

— Hy na. EnoBble BETKH MpEeKpacHo ropsT, a Cy4beB 5 BUJea CHAPYXH JOCTATOYHO.

OHM KM KOCTEP, CUAs Ipyr HAIIPOTHUB Jpyra U YHBUIO IJsJs B oroHb. ElIE He cremHero,
10 KOHLIA JHS OBUTO IAJIEKO, U BCE MHCTUHKTHI 3BAJIM UIITH AaJibine. MOJOYHO-30JI0TUCTBIN THEBHOM
CBET Ia/1aJ1 Yepe3 OTBEpCTUE B MOTOJIKE, Ky/a YCTPEMIISUTUCH CTPYHKH biMa. Bee miaHbl, Bce CHITbI,
BCE MBICITY OBUTM HACTPOEHBI Ha Ty TEIIeCTBHE . .. ¥ Backa nmpokymHama cedsi, HO He IBUraiach C MecTa.
Oma crapasiach He [yMaTh O TOM, YTO €€ COOCTBEHHasl CIa0OCTb AEPKUT UX B OEPIIOKbEM IIJICHY.

HyxHO ObLIO HOKIAThCS, TIOKA MATPYJIbHBIN YCIIOKOUTCS U YCTAHET MCKaTh. Wit otnpaButcs
JOKJIaIbIBaTh KOMY-HUOY/Ib O MOSIBJICHUH YyIuINa Ha Joporax. M mpocto BOagér B CBOIO TIIMHS-
HYIO CIISTUKy. UTO OHM Tam, rosemsl, aenaioT? Tak Wi uHaye, OH JAOJDKeH ObUT YWTH C UX JOPOTH.
A norom Backa ¢ [llancom BBINIONBYT, MEPECEKYT TPAKT, M CHOBA MOUIYT ITyXOW Yallleil 10 Ceayo-
11ell OTMETKM Ha KapTe.

Cyubsi TUXO Tpellav B OTHE.

Onu xpanm.
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HepymukoH, 1eHp YTonmero mecsia, 17

bywm.

By-6ymm.

Her, 310 He roem ObET MO rosioBe. ITO KPUKU U TPOXOT. .. cHu3y. OHa nexut rae-to. B kpo-
BaTH, YTO xapakTepHo. Ubs kpoBars? Kakoi ropo. ..

By-0ymmm!

— OX... 0-0X... — Backa nmpunonHsiach Ha JIOKTSX U TYT ke 3aBaIUIach OOpaTHO.

[Mo 3amaxy mpocCTHIHM MOXHO OBUIO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO Kakas-To AeléBas TaBepHa. [la
M HE HYXKHO OBITb MHKBU3UTOPOM, 4YTOOBI Joraaatbcsi. Kakue mormm ObiTh BapuaHThl? UTOOBI
MPOCHYTHCS B YEH-TO XO3SICKOM MOCTENH, HYKHO MyTEIIECTBOBATh O€3 CITyTHUKOB.

CBeT mpoxoaui uyepe3 CTaBHU M HETIPUSTHO CBETHJI B I71a3a. Bbuto Gomblie momyaHs.

«YTO CcTpsICIOCh HOYBIO?» — OHa CMYTHO TIOMHIMJIA KPUKH U IITYM U CYETY, TOCTOSIHHO MeJIbTe-
mramiee nepes Heit o [anca, u elE kakue-to iuua. .. Buepa Backa npoBesia cOBEpILIEHHO MpH-
SITHBIA BEYEp U HU C KeM He Jpasiack. Ho Temeps, Koraa oHa mpoOoBajia MOMIEBETUTHCS, TEJO OT3bI-
BaJIOCh CTPAHHOU APOXKbIO U cygoporoi. Eciau nogymars, Backa He Moriia noxanoBarbcsi Ha IPsSIMO-
TAaKM TJIOXO€ caMOuyBCTBUE. HeT, oHa yske MpOCHY/ach M 4yBCTBOBaIA ceOsl HA yIUBIIEHUE OOIpO.
OT HeaBHMX paH HE OCTAJIOCh U CJieJa, M KPOBb CHOBA IeJ1a, MPOTeKasi MO KWaM. .. CTOIL DTO Clajl-
KOBATo€ TEeHKE.

Hepy™m, koneuHo xe. Buepa onu pounum-taku 1o Bonbcupmaiiepa, u Ilanc 3arapuiics
Ha sipMapke HepyMoM. .. [IsTasncs nondonputk Backy yroienrem, a oHa BO3bMHU M COXPHU BCE.

«Tak, ObUI eImg KaKoW-TO MOJIOION YeJIOBEK, C KOTOPHIM S CI0[]a HOUBIO MIOJHUMATIACK. . .>»

Bripouem, HeBaxkHo. OH HaBepHsKa yOpasics Tiepell TeM, Kak BCE MmoKaTuiioch B [Tpoom.

CHu3y CHOBa paszjasics myM. 3aTteM KTO-TO TOPOIUIMBO B30eXkaJ MO JIECTHHIIE.

JIBepb MPUOTKPBUIACH U CTYKHYJIA.

— Backa! Backa, npoceinaiics, — Ha TpeOoBaTeIbHO-CTpOroe JMio mepernosonieHHoro [llanca
ObLIIO CMEIITHO CMOTPETb.

«CTaBJIi0 Ha YTO YTOJHO — BCIO HOUb, TIOKA 51 TYT MBITANACh MOJOXHYTb, OH HOCUJICS BOKPYT
MeHsI C TIPUMapKaMu... XOpOIIo, YTO s CKa3aja He OTIavWBaTh MEHs JIeYeOHBIMH 3e/bsIMH. A TO
cMepTh ObL1a OBl emié u 6ose3HeHHou. OX, s 3a/I0/Kajla eMy NMapouKy OObSICHEHHH, 1a7»

— Yto mpoucxomut?.. — Backa crapanack ObITh JAPYXeTI0OHON 1 criokoiHOW. OHa miepexuia
HOYb. 3HAUuT, BcE Xopoio. — [loueMy s g0/1kHa BcTaBaTh?

[Manc nHepBanyain. Ero muio OGpICTPO MEHSIIOCh, M OH MsUT MATBIIAMU CKJIAJJKy CBOMX TPSIIOK.

— Tam... BHM3Y OXOTHUKU. OHU 3HAIOT, YTO ThI — NEPEHCUBUUASL. . .

Ox, 6nectsme. Tak 0OBSACHSTH ke HIYEro He HykHO? Backa moGoposia xKenaHue BHpyraThCs
Y TIpHIIypUJIa I71a3a.

— To1 Bemb He caMm 3TO BbIsICHWI, BepHO? K10 emé Buaen mens? YUro BooOIe MpouU30ILIo
HOYbIO?

—Hyy... s cunen BHU3Y. .. KOTJa TOT TUII, C KOTOPBIM THI. .. TBOM KaBajep, B 001eM, OpOCHIICS
OIPOMETHIO U3 TABEPHBI, & CBEPXY YTO-TO I'POXHYNO. §l MOIIEN MpOBEpUTh U YBUJEN TeOs B MeHe
Ha nony. [ToHs1, YTO caM He CIIPaBIIoCh, Ja U Thl TOBOPUJIA. .. B OOIIEM, s TOMYAJICS 32 JOKTOPOM.
IToka mckai, nogHsJICS NMEperosox, Bce craiu cnpammuBarb. Ho g1 Hukomy He ckaszai! §1 cam Huuero
He MoHs11. ToMbKO MOTOM Bpayu HaKOHEIl OCMOTpe TeOsl. . .

Backa B310xHym1a.

— Cniacu6o0, Ilanxc.

VK 4T0-4TO, 2 OJIArOAAPHOCTH OHA 33J0JIKaJla EMY TOYHO. YIIIKHM CYTHUpA MMOPO30BEIH U Yy Th
TIOJTHSLTUCH BBEPX.

— CusbHast MTHTOKCUKAIWS, OH CKasall. ..
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— He nponoskait, s 3Haio.

«51 mpITasack HE €CTh HEPYM CTOJIBKO JIHEH... U BCE paBHO YPOBEHb /14 TaK BBICOK 7» — Backa
TOIVIsIAENIa Ha CBOIO PYKY B 3alyMUMBOCTH, CKaJla M pa3kaja MaJIblibl.

Be3 3abotwl [llanca oHa BOOOIIE-TO MOIJIa yMepeTh, WM JOJKHA Oblla yMepeTh, YIUThIBA,
KaK TPEBOXKHO OH 00 3TOM pacckasbiBaeT. OH Obl He IOMYAJICS CaBaTh €€ MPOXOKUM U3-3a JIETKOM
OTKJIIOYKH.

«CKOJIBKO k€ 5 coXpana...»

— OpnHako ceityac 3T0 Bc€ HeBaxHO, — nocepbe3Hen [lanc. Tam mogu BHU3Y. OHU BOT-BOT
MOIHUMYTCSI.

Bce 3Byku Ha MepBOM 3Taxke UCYE3JH, CIOBHO HUKOTO TaM M He Obuto. Backe He HyXHO ObLIO
MPOBEPSATH, YTOOBI 3HATh, YTO 3a ITUM KPOETCs: Oyrau HaKOHel YOeuIv TPAaKTHPIIUKA He MellaTh
yOUBaTh TOCTOSIJIBIIEB U 3aTAUJIMCh HA JIECTHUIIE.

— Ckomnbko ux?

— Yerbipe 1 emI€ 1Ba CHApYKHU.

B ofmem urtore cuTyarys CKJIapBaach YIUBUTEIBHO OJaronpusiTHasi, pa3Mbliuisuia Backa.
Bonpsias sHeprusi CoHEYHOro HepyMa, 1o KOTOpOW OHa TaK CKyyasa, COBEPILEHHO M3Jieunna eé
OT HeB3roj jopory. He 3pst U3 Hero jiekapcTpa enaiT. A To, YTO IS He€ 3TO 5. .. KAKUM-TO 00pa-
30M Ha cerofHs Backy craciu. A To, 4TO U3 TaBepPHBI MPOPBIBATHCS MPUAETCs ¢ Ooem? Backa ycmex-
Hynachb. OCTaTKy HEpyMa IeJiM B €€ KPOBH, KaK OHM HUKOI/IA HE 3aIlOI0T B JKMJIAX MPOCTHIX JIOIEH.
WM nasxe 61M3KO He MPeCTaBUTh, KaK XOPOIIO OOAPAT ST 30JI0TUCThIE KPUCTAIUIHL. . .

— T'otoBbes, Ilanc, — kuBHYNIA OHA CITyTHUKY. — Ceityac TyT Oy/leT MHTEepeCHOe HAJalo JHSI.

OHa MeJIeHHO pacrof3aiach B YXMbLUIKE, XUIIHO s Ha 1yOOBYIO IBEPb.
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HepymukoH, Houb 18—19 YTommero mecsina

Backa niexxana Ha TpaBe, pasriisiabiBasi 3BE3/bI.

— Hy xoporo, goryctum, — paccyxgai rosnoc lanca. — A Tbl He GOUIIBLCS TPOCTO. .. HE 3HAIO. . .
3anereTb? C TakoM KU3HBIO. ..

Onu pazounm sarepb 3a yeptoit aepeBHu. [locne nocneqaux npoucinecTBuil Backa pernmia
M0OCTEPEYbCs IOCTOSIBIX IBOPOB. Y TeX HEAOTEN AOJIKHBI ObLTH ObITh Ipy3bsi. OUeHb JIETKO IPYKUTh
MPOTUB MOHCTPOB.

Backa ycmexnynace. Beé-taku Ianc pemmics 03By4nuTb CBOM COMHEHUS HACUeT €€ MoBeje-
Hus B ropogax. Hy uTo nozaenars, ecy OHa Tak JIETKO cxoAaujack ¢ moapMu? [a, NeByIIKM B 3TUX
Kpasix HEYacTo YBOJAT B CBOIO KOMHATY KPacaBUMKOB, KOTOPBIX 3HAIOT Nomyaca. [TpusHaemcs yecTHo:
HE BCEe U3 HMX Aaxe KpacaBUMKH. Ho JEBYIIKM B 3TUX ropofax W He YXOISAT B HESICHOCTh JOPOTH
Ha CJIeAYIOIIMI ke IeHb, U ¢ MOHCTpaMu 13 BHemHero [linamenu He nepyrcs.

U BcE xe, B MHopuyme, rae Backa oOydanack, Takoe cOwIn Obl ByJIbrapHOCThI0. B THOpruyme
Be/ib ObUIO MPUHSATO BCE CKpbiBaTh. XoTs cama HebGecHas Cronuiia Moriia Obl TOXBACTATHCS TAKUMHU
UCTOPUSIMH, YTO U Backy Obl B KpacKy BOTHAJIA. . .

B mo6om cityuae, uytoOs! Tam IllaHc HU BooOpaxan, Backa HuKoraa He OeIOKypuiia CO CITyT-
HUKamu. Ha 310 ObUTM PUYMHBL

— He, He 601och, — mpoMblUaia OHa B OTBET Ha BOMpocC. — [lepexuBIme He poXKaioT JETEH.
MpblI He 3HaeM HHM JIIOOBU, HU POIUTENILCKUX MHCTUHKTOB. CIMIIIKOM 3aHSATH MOAMETaHueM aopor. [la
U Tak ceOe U3 Hac Obl BHIIILIA POTUTEITH.

Omna noutn yyBcTBOBasa cMmyienue Illanca, KOTOpbIi Oe3yCrenTHo MbITaics BBIISAETh OOM-
KMM M HerlokoieOnMbIM. OH ke M COOCTBEHHOE UMsI He MOT TIPOU3HECTH Oe3 3alTUHKH, €CITH TyMaJl
0 4E€M-HUOY/Ib XOTh MaJIO-MAJILCKH pacryiieHHoM. CeroiHs, BUIUMO, HaOpascsi cmenocty. Vo 3to
BCc€ HOYb. [la, onpenenénHo. Houb Beerga Beex 3acTaBisieT OTKPOBEHHUYATD.

— Kak 3xe BB TOT/Ia. .. pa3MHOXaeTech? — COMBUMBO CIIPOCHJI OH, ¥ Backa ueTko mpencraBuia
ce0e, Kak po30BeioT ero yiu. [ToBopaurBaTh rojioBy, 4TOObl YBUAETh, OBLIO JICHb.

— Ilepepoxnaemcsi, — MpocTo OTBETWIA OHA. — BO3MOXHO, OTOMY HAac NEpPEeKUBIIMMU
1 30BYT. [a, BOBMOXHO.

[Tay3a. lla"c 0 4éM-TO Aymaul.

— 4] ynran Bcsikoe o Bawen pace. Hukorna He Hajessics yBUIETb )KUBOTO TIPEACTaBUTEIIA.

— Hac Hukorma HUKTO He HajeeTcs YBUAETh, — XMbIKHYJIA Backa. — Ckopee HaoOopoT. A
BOOOIIIE pajia, uTo Tl HE YOexkal B TOT ke Beuep. [locie Toro, Kak OTrpaBuiI KO MHE JOKTOpPA.

— Korna st moHs, 4to K yemy, ObUIO ke 03HO, — ipu3Hasics [laHc. — 51 es yxe He Oosics.
Chymiaii, a 3T0 MOTOMY Ha HAac rojieM Opocuics?

— Ara. OH jomkeH pearnpoBath Ha MOHCTpoB YT Axpa. Ha 3apaxénnbix. M koHTponupy-
EMBbIX.

— Bceex, kTo HeceT B cebe [peBHee 3710. .. — 33 JyMUYHBO MPOJOJDKUI CyTHUP. — 3a0aBHO. XOTs
3TO CEPOKOKME HAPO/IbI MOSIBUIIUCH OT JOJITOM KU3HU MOJL 3eMJIEN U COPUKOCHOBEHMS C MOHCTPaMH,
MeTa(pU3NIECKU B HAC ITOTO 3J1a COBCEM HET. A B IIEPEKUBILIMX OHO IIPOSABIAETCS B KAXKJON MEJIOYH.
UYro e Bbl TaM HATBOPHWJIH TaKoOe. . .

— O wHer, Illanc. Eciu Thl k€L OT MEHs pasrajku Beanuaniumx tailH Cdepsl, To aaxe
He HauMHail. §l He moMHIo peabiAyIHe Ku3Hu. U He xenato. Botock, oHU Bce ObUTM OTMHAKOBBIMH.

[Maxc 3apymaiics.

— Ha kagenpe Bricokoii Anxumun Oblia oiHa cribduiika. Eil mouemy-To B3rpe3usioch, 4to eé
cocen ObUT epeskuBIIMM. OHa 10 KyTH 00sITIach €ro, Jake OJHaX bl MOPOK €My B OTOpOJI 3aITyCTHIIA.
A TIOTOM HCIyranach, 4YTo OH BBICJIEIUT €€ U OTOMCTHT, yeXaJa B Ipyror ropoj 1 CTajia MpayvKoil.

—Ipd!
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— A em¢ MHKBU3UTOPHI KAJIOBATKCH HA Ball poll. HUKTO He 3HaeT, Kak ¢ BaMu 0OpaIiaThesl.

— He cnymaii ux. OHu Jiyuiiie Bcex 3HAIOT, KOTa JeJio JOXOAUT 10 HeurcTH. EcTh MOHCTpsiubU
MpU3HAKU — BCE, «JIpeBHee 3710». be3 Bormpocos.

— K cyraupam u cunbugam y HUX HET IPETEH3UM.

— UYro ke Torga s IHopryme Ballmx rpejcraBuresieit He Berpevaia? [la u kakue u3 ciib(uIoB
MOHCTpHI. .. OHU ke Kak jedeau. [lepps, BO BCAKOM ciydae, 13 rojoBsl Topyar. Ho, kcratu, cepoko-
KUe Toxe ObIBAIOT mepexuBmMu. U Toraa naxe nedens B Cyn KUHYT.

— Tebs nbITasUCch YOUTD?

— Her, no Takoro He mpoxomwio. Hy, pa3se uTo Ha OBITOBOM YpOBHe, Kak Buepa. S crapaioch
HE TPUBJIEKATh IMMOKO MHOTO BHUMaHUs1. [|BUTaloCch, MEHSIIO JOPOTH U OIIEK1y. 3aBOKY 3HAKOMCTBA,
n30eraio 3HakOMCTB. JIpeBHEMY 371y IPUXOAUTCS OBbITh M3BOPOTIMBBIM, €CJTM OHO XOUeT CTaTh MOJI-
HOITPaBHBIM WJICHOM OOIIeCTBA.

— Cnymai, a. ..

- Mmm?

Io romnocy Ilanca MOKHO OBUIO TIOHSITD, YTO €MY OITSATH MPHUIILIO B TOJIOBY YTO-TO HEJIOBKOE.

— Bansii yxe.

— A XBOCT y TeOsl. ...

— IIxa-xa-xa!.. — Backa 3arpsiciack ot B3pbiBa xoxota. [llanc nputux.

— ThI... THI cepb€3HO!

— Hy... cama 3Haenpb, 4To Mpo Bac MUIIYT B KHUTAX.

— Her, y MeHs HET XBOCTa, — BBITUpAs KaleJbKu CIIE3, YECTHO OTBETHIIA Backa.

[Taxc B310XHY.

— VanoTckuii Boripoc.

— Jlydmie, yeM Tep3aTbcsl B COMHEHUSIX, — CHOBA 3acMesiiach Backa.

— Tak Tbl... 3 HOpUyMa, BepHO? — BHOBB nocJbiiaics rojgoc Illanca. Backa B3ppornysa
Y NIpUOTKpbUIa M1a3a. OHa Aymana, CyrHUp yxke 3aapemall.

— Ia, 51 yunnach Tam, — 6e3 SMOLIMI OTBETHJIa OHA U 3eBHY/a. — CeMb JIeT poBera.

— W Bupena Ceetnyio baiiHio?

— JIOBOIMJIOCH 3aXOJUTh TY/A.

— Torna nouemy Tb1 31ech? [Ipocto Tak u3 MHopuyma He yxonat. U gaxe Te, KOro s BUjen. . .

— ...MOXHO He ocTtatbcsi B IHOpuyme, Ho MIHopryMm octaéresi B TeGe? — mportrupoBaia Backa
M3BECTHOE BbIpakeHUE. — Ara, 3T0 TOYHO. Kak TOJIbKO MPOBOHSEIIBCS TAMOLUIHUM AYILIKOM. .. HUKO-
raa He otMoeltibesi. CTaHelllb CBUHBEN U JIMIEMEPOM, KaK OHU BCE.

[anc B3APOrHYA Tak pe3KO, YTO LIEJIECT MPOKATUIICA MO TpaBUHKaM. Backa Haxmypuiack.

— TbI TOXE U3 TEX, KTO YUTAJ TOJIHKO UCTOPUH O HEOECHOM CTOMNHIIE C OETbIMU CTEHaMH U 30J10-
TBHIMHU Kpblliamu, 1a? OCTpOB-CKa3Ka, MapsIuii B 00laKax, CBATasl CBATHIX, I00JIb XO3WKH MUPA. . .
nipumu e€ 38E3111. Tonbko Opest 910 BeE. Tam 3HaTh, Kak BO Beex ropoaax. Tombko emg xyxe. ['opazno
XyxKe.

— A 1H?

— 51 xouy BepuTh, UTO MEHS CIIOKHEE MOJIOMATh, YeM MpocThIX Jioael. Ho He nymaii, yto MeHs
3TO He KOcHYJI0ch. Henb3st moTporaTh rpsA3b U He UcayKaThesl. [lake eciiu Thl IepEeKUBIINI C ThICS-
YeJsieTHe! ucropueid. Bripouewm, ucropus Tak ceoe.

— Tax... yto Tam npoucxoaut? UHTpUru? IO ke LEHTP KYIbTYpPbl, HAYKH. ..

— IIkoma Tam xopoiasi, He criopio. Ho B miepByIo ouepesib OHU y4aT, Kak ObITh UHOPULIYAMU, —
Backa ¢ npe3peHreM BBIIUIIOHYJIA TIOC/IeIHee CI0BO. — OHUM «UHTPUTH» CJI0KHO 3TO BCE OIUCATD.

— 3HauuT, TeOe He IOHPABUIIOCH, U THI YIILIA?

— Xa-xa! Her, pasymeercsa! Kak tam MoxeTr He moHpaBuThCcsi? He Bepio, 4To KTO-TO H00-
poBoIbHO yxoauT u3 MHopuyma. [locTenbku CIMIIKOM MSTKHe, MyCTh Jake CraTh IPUXOAUIIOCH
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BIONIIA3a. A s1 OOJIbIIIE HE TaM, IIOTOMY YTO, BO3MOXKHO. .. S1... HE Mpeycrena B UX HayKe JOJIKHBIM
o0pa3oM, BOT Tak. SI He OUeHb KaJelo.

— Tebs kTO-TO 3actaBun yittu? [loTomMy UTO THI. ..

—TIldd, ver. U na, u Het. Hy, oHM He COBCeM 3HAJIH, KTO ... IPEACTABIISIelb, YTO Obl HAYAJIOC.
Mrinopoxaénnas B Ceemiold barine.

— Her, — yectHO npusHasics Ilanxc.

— Ha. 4 Toxe. Ho MbI ObI TYT ¢ TOOOI He OGeceoBaM, STO TOYHO.

— Tak uro Tam?

Backa HeynoOHO moép3asia Ha TpaBe. Eif He XOTesloch KOMOIIUTh MPOIILIOe, HO 9Ta HOUb yKe
3acTaBWiIa €€ MHOroe pacckasatb. Houbto Becerna tak. [Ipuaércs BoIKJIagbpIBaTh OCTAIBHOE.

OHa B3J10XHYJI.

— Tam 6bu10 ABa Mactepa. Macmepa, NOHUMAeIIb. Yke JI0CTaTOUYHO, YTOOBI OBITh CBEpXCaMO-
JOBOJIbHBIMU MH/IIOKAMU U ITUTh KPOBb Y BCEX MOIPSIL, HO L€ HEJOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKO. MM Tam BceM,
B MlHOpHyMe, HeI0CTaTOuHO BBICOKO. [1ycTh OCTPOB M MapuT Hal OOAKaMH. . .

Tak BOT, 3TUM MacTepaM HETPEMEHHO IPUIILIO B T'OJIOBY COPEBHOBATHCS 3a MPEUMYIIECTBO
apyr Hag apyroM. U s Obl1a yueHuLei ogHoro u3 HUX. EMMHCTBEHHBIN crIOCO0 MPUBJIEYh BHUMAHUE
1 3apaboTaTh XOTh KaKOE-TO YBAKEHUE — UTPaTh B UX UTPY, BOT 51 M MOAKIIOUIIACh. Bripouem, uro s1?
MHe u camoii 310 HpaBuiock. [lotomy uto y MeHs nosyvanochk. Mactep MHe. .. OX, 4yTb HE CKa3aja
«HoBeps». D10 OblIa OBl rpybas ommoka aist MHopuyma. Hy, st 6b1a ero myurieit yuenurieit. I mue
BBIIIAJIa YECTh YCTPAHSATh CONEPHUKA.

— W 1 oTKa321ack? [lepenymana?

— la Her, 51 BcE cenana npaBwibHO. CIUIIIKOM BEJTMKOJICITHO, Ha MOH B3JIsiI. $1 ObUIa Y4acThio
UTpbl, MOHUMaelb? A 1o MpaBuiIaM 51 ObUla OfIHA — OfIHAa MPOTHB BcexX. [loatomy, 3aryOnB oiHOTO
Bpara, st OTIPaBUJIACh YHUUTOXKATh pogHOTo Mactepa. OH JA0JIKeH ObLT IONacTh B pACCTABICHHYIO UM
CaMUM JIOBYILIKY.

— W 4uro ciayumiocs?

— Hy... mnan nmoutu cpadorai. f 3mopoBo Bc€ nmpocuntana. [lepexusiime BooOIe JOBOIBHO
TAJIAHTJIMBBL B Takux Bewax. Ho B mocneanuii MoMeHT MHe nomernanu. [losBuics... HeoxunaH-
HBI CBUIETENIb U BCE MHE paspymiwil. Jla Tak, 4TO MPUIIIIOCh YOUPAThCsl, TIOKA MUJIBIA yUHUTENb
HE y3HaJI, KaKOH MoIapoyeK s AJIsl Hero MpUroToBmiIa. A 3TO BHE3aITHO MOSIBUBIIIEECS] JOOPOIETEb-
HOE JIMLIO, C HUM s He Morvia Hudero caenatb. C Heill. BopoHbsl 3aqHMIIa, IOYEMy OHAa CBAJIMJIACh
MMeHHO Ha MeHs1? He moBe3sio 1o noyiHou rmporpamme. . .

— Yto xe 310 3a Jmno Takoe crpamHoe? W mouemy moOponeresnbHoe? Thl ke TOBOPHIIID,
YTO BCE...

— Heeer, Her, ona Obuia uykauka. [Tpuiiias, 3aKOHOMOCIYIIHASI, HE 3HAJA MPABHJI WIPBI
1 00 Urpax HUYEro CIbIIaTh He xoTesna. M, kK Tomy ke, oHa Obuta unkeuszumopom. Torna-To s v mo3Ha-
KoMuyach ¢ HUMH. [IpociaBieHHsle OOpLBI MPOTHB YyAOBUIL. YTO %, MEHsSI OHA TOYHO MOIJIa Obl
CJIOXKUTH OTHUM yAapoM. 3Haellb, Kak rpo3ayu e€ meu? «Kacarka». Y He€ Obutn yauku. M oHa
3HaJ1a MOIO KpoBb. Bc€. MHe XBaTuio, 4ToObl CBAIUTH OTTY/IA.

[Manc momuast. Backa kycasa ryobl.

— Xei, Illanc.

-A?

— Thl MHE 3210JTKQJT KCTOPHIO.

-A...

— [Moyemy ThI TIOMEN 3a MHOU? Yero Tebe Tak He cupaenock B Codanbre? Heyxkenn Toxe ITo-
TO IIpUXKajo?

— BoBce HeT... MOsl )KU3Hb CKy4YHEe TBOEl.

Onu 00a MOKOCUJTMCH Ha JIMHUIO TOPU30HTA. 3BE3/IBI TAM YKe TasisTh, HeOO Uy Th-4yTh PO30BEJIO.

— Jloxmanuce pacceera, — IPOTAHYJ CYTHUP.
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— Ara. MoxHo criaTh. — Backa 3eBHyJ1a ¥ IOyI00Hee yCTpOWIach B IPUTPETOM TPABSTHOM I'HE3-
JIbIIIIKE.

— ThI Bcerna qOXuIACIIbCS PACCBETA, YTOOBI 3ACHYTh? — CIIPOCHIT CYTHHUP.

— A Tbl BHUMATEJILHBIN.

— Jla mpocTo BCE ITH [IHU. ..

— Xa-xa, s 3Hamw. [a.

— IonsTHO. ..

Houb nonxonuna k koHiy. Backa eig pa3 3eBHy/a 1 Mo€p3aa, cuylias, Kak HeIaJleKo OT Hee
LIEJIECTUT CYTHUD.

— 21, Backa.

- Mm-mm?

— EcTb emé onqHa npuynHa, o KOTOpoi Hapobl TaK OOSATCS MepeXUBIIMX. [ OBOpSIT, OHU Beeraa
CTaHOBSTCSl pa30OMHUKAMK, OpOISTaMU M CAMBIMHU OTUYaSTHHBIMU YOMALIaMK O€3 JKaJIOCTH U COCTpa-
JaHUs.

— He mory ornpoBepruyTsb.

— Ho ewi€ TonKyIor. .. roBOpAT. ..

— Banaii, Ilanc.

— ...4TO, HECMOTPSI HH Ha YTO, Y IEPEKHUBIIMX €CTh Jap YBJIEKATh C COOOM YeIOBEYECKHUE TyIIH.

Backa 3agymasiace.

— 1 He 3Ha10. 3a MHOW JIIO/IX YacTO YBA3BIBAIOTCA Oe3 MPUYMHBL. BOT B3sTh TeOs1, HarIpuMep.
Kyna, To1 Hazeenibes, 51 Tedst npuBery?

CyrHUp YTO-TO XOTeJ CKa3aTh, HO TIOCMOTPEN Ha CTPEMHUTENILHO po30BeIee HeOO U 3aMOJIK.

Houb nopomnuna k koniyy. Backa 3aceinana.
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HepymukoH, 1eHb YTonmero Mecsana, 26

— Mensiem kypc? — nouecan B 3arblike IlaHc.

— Jla. B AnbcBajiope BCE KMILUMT JIETaBbIMUM, OXOTHUKAMU U IIPOYMMH TPEICTABUTENSAMU Pa3-
JIMYHBIX CYOKYJIBTYP.

— 41... BoOOIIe-TO, s XOTeJl 3aNaCTUCh UHTPEAMEHTAMH B TWJIbIUMH AJIXUMUKOB, HO, HABEPHOE,
MOTY HalTH UX MPEICTABUTEJIEN U B IPUTOPOAAX CTOJIULIBI. . .

Backa 3agymasiace.

— Moxem 3aiitu B TpuaykaH, XOTsI 9TO 3aCTaBUT CJieIaTh KPIOK. . .

Vi [lanca B y:xace NOANPHITHYJIH.

— Tpunykan! Camblii ganbHUi U3 TpUropooB AsibcBagopa! OouTenb HAEMHUKOB U OaHANUTOB
U... OX, JaJHO.

OH ABHO yXe HacTpowicsi Ha AJIbCBAaJOp, CTONUIYY KOHTHMHEHTA, MOJHYIO 30JI0TOM JIMCTBBI
Y KaMEHHbIX JBOpLOB. Bo3MoXkHO, /1e510 1axe He B 3enbsX. Backa y:xe MHOXECTBO pa3 IpoXoauia
yepes KpacuBenimii ropoa HepuHsl, U i Jierko ObLI0 MOkKEePTBOBATH OCMOTPOM JOCTOIPHMEYATE Th-
HOCTEH.

— Kyna xe Mbl uziém tenepb? — nocayiHo npunogsi ymu laxe.

— B Munesy.

— 310 )€ apyrou KoHel Hepunsi!

— Jla, no;kHO OBITH Beceso, — ycMexHy/1ach Backa, orisiHys1ach Ha CIIyTHUKA M HAXMY PUJIACh.
OHa npuBBIKJIa K OECITPEKOCTIOBHOMY MOYMHEHHMIO €€ TUIaHaM TeX, KTO C Hel IyTelecTByeT. B KoHie
KOHIIOB, OHa HUKOI'O HUKOITIA C COOOW HE TAHET.

Ho lanc, x0Ts1 1 cTapasics BRIISAETh O0Qpo U HareBal 1oyl Hoc: «MuHe-eBa-MuHeBa-a, Hed-
PUT ¥ CUHEBA-A. ..», CMOTPEJICS JOBOJIBHO NOHUKIIMM.

«Bpsiz 11 OH IPUBBIK K Iy TEIIECTBUSIM TAKOTO MaciTada», — B3oxHy/1a Backa. Ha MruoBenme
el oKa3aJIoch KecToKUM TamuTh [laHca yepes Becb KOHTUHEHT 1O MUHEBBI, JTMIINB BO3MOKHOCTH
XOPOLLO OTIOXHYTb.

— DMM, MBI MOKEM OCTaHOBUTbCA B TpuykaHe Ha HECKOJIBKO [THEW, — HAKOHEI] TPOM3Heca
oHa, ckpens cepaue. lllanc B3aoxHyI1, HO MOBecese] HEHAMHOT 0.

«OH ® 32 3T0 JIoJKeH OBbITh OJaromapeH, — 3akycuia ryoy Backa. — 1 BooOie He xody Tyna
uaru!»
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IHocTyaarsl 451 00y4eHus1 SK30PIHCTOB

* Ymobbl u32oHsams 310 U3 mMupa, s npupy4y 310 8 cede. Ymodol npupyuums 310, 51 NPU3HAIO,
YTO 3710 €CTh BO MHe. Mou cmpacmu écezoa nood konmponem. Cuna —HU4mo 6e3 6epHo20 HanpasAeHUs.

* Pacceem nacmynum, ecau si He 0Yoy €20 Hcoano.

* Mos J#cu3Hb — He npoCmo OUepPeOHoe 36€HO 8 Uenit NepepoNtCcOeHUs. B moux cunax kasxcowii
O€eHb HANOAHUMb CMbICAOM.

* YMupa}l, Mbl NOHUMAEM 3AKOHbL HCU3HU. CpCZJfCCZﬂC b, Mbl oUUUAEM MUD. Mpalc 6 Hautux Oymax
HYIHCEH, umoobvl 8UOEMb CKBO3b momy.

* Hukakas JHepeust He odacm maoeo, 4uez2o youce Hem eHYympu MeHA. Ilonse C€6}l, A M02Y U36/1€KANb
CUABL U3 HEOUEBUOHOZ0.

» Cpepa 2Kuznu 3axarouaem @ ceoss Hnopuym, Hepuny, Caxacan u Hudxxcruii mup. Beé aumnee,
uyorcoe, 2opum 3a eé npedenamu. Tax dice u s1 oOmoOpouty 8cé HeHYNHCHOE ONsl MEHsL 3a CBOUL Kpye.

» Teao u oyx — 0sa ne38ust 00H020 Kaunka. Kozda 510 nokurem meno u pasym, dxHeneso oopa-
IMUMCSL 8 3010MO0, U B0A0CHL HABCE20A NODENEIOM.

S e —_l'iﬂ i %g‘ -,
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Karakunon, Houb Mmecsua sKarssl, 1

31ech HaJI0 OBITH OCTOPOXKHEe. MOKPBIH IMECOK — 3TO XOPOIIO. DTO MPeKPacHO. ITO OCHOBHON
uctouHuK Boabl B Caxacasie. Ho MOKpbIii IIecOK — Takke U 3p10yunii mecok. OueHpb 4acro.

XbIOro TMOTpaBUI ajblii 1apd, 3aKkpbBaOIUi cBeTio-cepbie T'yobl. Illapd OblT MOKpBIT
OT MOTa, HO UMEHHO TI03TOMY CHUMATh €ro ObUIO HeNb3sl. XbIOTO YMeJ IIEHUTh KaKIyI0 Karulio BIIary.

«Ecnu roe-to B Apyrom Mupe KTo-TO UCIOJIb3YET CJAUILIKOM MHOIO BO/bl, TO UMeHHO Ha Caxa-
cajie TapMOHMSI OTHITPBIBAETCS 3a MMOTEPU», — TOBOPST 3/1€Ch, U CUJIb(MUIL YKE Hauall COMHEBAThCS,
HIYTKa JIM 3TO U3pEUYCHUE.

CreBa BBICUJIOCH HECKOJIBKO TEMHO-KPACHBIX OYyJIbIKHUKOB. TlocTaBUB prok3ak, Xbloro Havam
METOIUYHO HATATHBATH CPEIM HUX BEpEBKU U ofiesyia. OH CrelmiI co3aTh yoexuiie, oka He B30-
IIUIO COJTHIIE U BO3[yX HE CTaJl AYIIHBIM U ropssuuM. KTo-To 1m1yTui, 4to cosHie B 3T0 BpeMs rojaa
HYKHO Ha3blBaTb «MOPO3HbIM». YTO yromHO, HO MOpO3a B NIEPBBII JIEHb BECHBI XbIOTO HE OLIYILA.
Emy BooOI1ie HUKOTAa He ObLIO XOJIOAHO, 1ake HOYbIO B IycThiHe. He ObUIo XOJI0IHO ¢ TeX Mop, Kak
OH TiepeOpaJics B cell )apKuid Kpai, IJie TOIbKO KpacHasi 3eMJIsl U PbIKHe TIECKH, a BOJIbI HET.

V6enuBIIMCh B TUIOTHOCTH 3eMJT BOKPYT YOekHIIa, XbIOro PacTSHYJICS 1O HABeCOM U TPH-
KPpBbL1I I71a3a.

I'apmonusa Caxacana OTKpbIBajach TOMY, KTO IPUHUMAJ €ro Xaoc. M yeM xaoThyHee Thl caMm,
TeMm Jierye. [la, 31ech MHOroe oJUMHSIJIOCh PUTMY COJIHLIA, HO Janeko He Bc€. Caxacas, MPOTUBHO
TOMY, YTO O HEM YacCTO AyMaJIi, 3TO HE TOJIBKO MECKU. JTO Liesiasi CUCTEMa rop, KAHbOHOB U CKAJIb-
HBIX TOHHEJIeW, KaMEHHBIX JOJIUH C KUIISIIEH BHYTPU KU3HBI0. MECTHBIE KUTENIM Pa3InYHbIX pac
C 3aKaJIEHHBIMU CEPALIAMU Y YTHETEHHBIMU, HO BCE €IlE KUMAIMMU ayinaMmu. M nogyac oyeHp yau-
BUTeNbHOU (payHOU. Korya yeoBek TOJBbKO MMOMNaaai Ciofia, OH Hen30eKHO CTATKUBAJICS C TIOJTHOW
BCTPSICKOM CBOETO pUTMa KU3HH. [IHEM TbUTaeT yOuBalolee COJHIIE, & HOYbIO MPOCHINAIOTCS XHII-
HUKY — ¥ MX J00bIYa, KOTOpasi ToJuac He MeHee onacHa. M Kak JoJiro Bbl CMOXKETe MPOAep:KaThCs
HA KaTaKy — AJIXMMUYECKH OYUIIIEHHOM COKE PhIKHMX KaKTYCOB, Karlisi KOTOPOIO 3aMeHsIET OpraHu3My
uenyio quisiry Boabl? Kartaku qa€t BEIKUTH, HO HE OTMEHSIET U3MOXeHus. [ly1ia v Teio o1MHaKOBO
tBepaeoT B Caxacane. U peus elg naxe He 3axoauia o rojioBopesax u Jiopaax Toprosoit ['unbaum,
HABOJIHSIIOIIMX BeCh KOHTUHEHT. Kakayio HOUb OHM, MOJOOHO 3BEPsSIM, BBUIE3AIOT U3 MHOTOUYHCIICH-
HBIX TIeIep U BO3OOHOBJISIOT BEYHYIO BOMHY 3a T'OCIOACTBO HAJl MHOTOUYHMCIIEHHBIMUA PYTHUKAMH.
[Toatomy, HECMOTpsI Ha kap, MOIOOHBIN caMoMy BHemHeMy rutamMeHH, Xbioro MpearovnTa myTe-
IIECTBOBATh JHEM, KOIJa BCE MIECUYaHBIE aKyJIbl CIAJIH.

MecTHble KUTENM 3BaJId €T0 MUCCUOHEPOM, U XbIOTO HUKOI/IA HE OTKA3bIBAJICS OT 3TOTO 3Ba-
HUsA. XOTS 9TO MOTJIO OBITh TIyTiee, YeM pacCKa3biBaTh CHUIIb(HIICKUE yueHus mpo Oenoro JIyHHOro
6ora B Caxacaye? Mecre, rie n3-3a p:kaBoy NbUIY JTyHa BCeTIa BUIWIACH KPacHOH. «Xbioro ['eprko —
MUCCHOHEP», — YXMBUIbHYJICSI Xbloro. MHoOr#e Obl ynmuBrirch. Ho co 1mkomaMu 1 KHUTaMH Ha STOM
MaTepHKe MMOCIeIHNE IeCTh COTEH JIET JieJ1a 0OCTOsIIN OYeHb I10X0. Ha uto pymnokonam Takue Beru?
Ho onu ¢ ynoBosibcTBHUEM IUIATUIIH 32 paccKasbl XbIOTO U 3a BpeMsl, TPOBEAEHHOE C UX AeTbMU. Oco-
OEHHO Bce JIOOMIIN CKa3KH IMpo TO, Yero He Moru yBuaeTb. KpacHeie bBbl B Caxacasie BOAMIUCDH
B U30bITKe. A OeJiol JIyHBl M CHEXHBIX 3Bepeil OHM He Bujenu. K Tomy ke, pacckasbl PO JKUBBIX
OOroB Bceraa MPUHOCUIIM HAJEKTy. XbIoro JIoOui xku3Hb. [Toatomy npo JIbBa u Xozsiiky Cetioin
baiHu oH oueHb peiko pacckasbiBall.

Jlaxe CKBO3b 3aBeCy MbIC/Iel XbIOrO MPOIOJIKAT CJeIUTD 3a IIypliiaHueM necko. U Haj nec-
kamu. CKaJibl, KOTOpbIe OH 00JII000BAJI, 00JIeTIIsAA KENTOBATAS pPACTUTEIFHOCTD. A T/ie HAMEK Ha ey,
TaM U KeJlalollye MojlakoMuThesl. Pasymeercs.

XBbIOTO Ckajl KOPOTKOCTBOJIBHOE HEPYMHOE PYKbE, TIOKOSIILIEECS O[], CKJIAJKaMHU JIOPOKHOTO
riama. OH ycTan v He XOTeJl OTTOHSATH 3Bepeil. Ho mycTh TONbKO KaKas-HUOYIb PENTHIINS CYHETCS
K €0 PIOK3aKy, OH YCTPOMT 3[1€Cb MUCCUOHEPCTBO.
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[lyprranvie npokpanock MUMO. «Tebe ke Jydlre», — mogymai Xbloro u, T0TSHYBILIUCH 10 PIOK-
3aKa, 3arIsTHYJ/ B OMH U3 HaKJIaJHBIX KApMaHOB.

Kopo6ouka ¢ HepymMoMm — ripuBeT 3 HepuHbl, OXOTHHYUI HOX, TOPCTKA HEPYMHBIX TIATPOHOB,
MaJieHbKask OyThUTOUKA KaTaku. YeThipe JOPOKHBIX XJ1eOa.

He nup, kKoHeYHO, HO CEerofiHs MOXHO OBbLJIO TIO3BOJIUTH ceOe YKUH.
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HepymukoHn, n1enn mecsina sZKatssbi, 1

«Bot u ocenb», — mogymana Backa, mpotaruBast pyky K 3010TOMY JIHCTY. B mpeqmectbsix Asb-
CBaJIOpa pacTyT 3HAMEHUTHIC MIUTMBI, UX HapsiJ TaKoro 1Beta Bcerga. Ho ckopo u npyrue nepeBbs
OKPACATCS B KETHINA U PBUKUI. ..

— OcTOpOXkHO, — IIENHYJIa OHA OIJISABIBAIOIIEMYCsI CYTHUPY. — B TpuaykaHe OXOTHHKOB TOXe
MHOTO. ...

He tak maBHO OoHa OblIa BCEro JIMINL CBOOOAHOM ITyTEeIIeCTBEHHULIEH, PUXBATUBILEH CITyT-
HUKa. I BOT Tenepb — OHU CJIOBHO OeIJible MPECTYITHUKY, HBIKAIOIIMeCs OT Bacteil. Beio sxu3Hb Backa
Ha3bIBAJIa 3TO «IIPEJOCTOPOKHOCTBIO», HO psanoM ¢ IllaHcoM oHa yyBcTBOBasIa cedsl MOYTH BHHOB-
HOM. Bc€ u3-3a myde3apHoii aypbl HOKOPHOCTH U 0OPOJETEM BOKPYT MapHs. 3Hazia Obl, HU 32 YTO
He B3sis1a ObI ¢ COOOM. . .

[Taxc Tak ¥ CTOST CTOIOOM Ha TUIOIIAAN, pa3Be YTO POT HE Pa3UHYB, IIIEBEJIUIT YIIIaMU B OBICT-
POM TeMIIE U Pa3IJisiIbIBal BBICOKME CEPOKAMEHHBIE JOMa U 30JI0ThIE IEPEBbSI.

— A 9TO THI XOUeIllb, MBI PsiIoM co ctonuieid Hepunsl. Eciiu BepuTh UCTOpUSIM, BECh KOHTHHEHT
korga-to Oput TakuM. M Caxacan Toxe.

— [Murmel B HaIIMX Jiecax TOXe PacTyT, KOHEYHO... HO He TaKoro 4mcroro Igera. M peako —
B TAKOM KOJIMYECTBE. . .

— Bcé, xBatut, Harmsaencs, — norepsiia teprienue Backa. — [olm uckats npucTaHUIIe.

— Hac xto-10 Moxet 3ametuth? — [llaHc mocTapasicst ObITh CEPhESHBIM.

— Her, npocro 6ecumb yxe, — Backa cierka xJonHyia HarapHUKa Mo TUiedy 1 MoBelia B CTO-
POHY rocTrHUIIBL. TONBKO KpaeMm I71a3a OHa Mo3Bonmiia cebe HaOoAaTh 32 TEHbIO, TIOUTH CIIMBIIEHCS
C JJaJIbHEW CTEHOH.

«['opetb MHe 3a Cepoit! DTOT B3I MHE 3HAKOM», — C JOCAJJ0M pa3MBILUIsIA OHA.

OHu npoluM Ha 3aHUIA IBOP TOCTUHUIIB U TYT YXe Backe MpHIIiock 3aCThITh C OTKPHITHIM
pTOM.

—I'-r-r... rpucoH! — BeIIOXHY/a OHA, CTapasich HE 3aMevaTh, Kak BCE BHYTPU BCTPENEHYJIOCh
Y OTKJIMKHYJIOCh BOclOMUHaHUsAMU. — Hacrosimmii rpudon!

I'pudpon 3actan e€ Bpacriox.

JKMBOTHOE CTOSIJIO Y CTO#IA, ero MepHaThIi OOK TEPCS O Teperopoaky. MacCHBHBIN KJTIOB CTY-
YaJ 1o KOCTOUKaM, pa3OpocaHHbIM Ha 3emJie. KopiuuHeBbie rephsi JaBHO MOTYCKHENH, U BU] Y 3BEpsI
OBbLIT COBEPIIIEHHO HeyXOKeHHBIN. Horu ObUTH KOPOTKOBATHI, J]a Y KPBUTbSI HE MOpaKavd pa3MepaMHu.
Crapoe, BpeHOe CylIiecTBO, OTMeTWIa Backa, HO axe rocje 3Toro He CMoIia CAepKaTh IMOpbIBa
BOCXUILIEHHs. BecriopoancThiid, HECYaCTHBIN, YXallJOKaHHBIM. .. HO Bcé-Taku! I'prcpon!

E€ BocxunieHHbIi BU MPUBJIEK BHUMAHUE CTPEMSIHHOTO.

— JlaBaii, uau otciona, — pa3ayBIINCh, KUHYJI OH C JlaBKU. — [ pucdoHOB He Buaena’?

— Bupgena, — npusHanace Backa. — MHoro.

Ho nmasHo. ..

Be3 crpaxa mpUOMM3UBIIKCH K KUBOTHOMY, OHA 3a0BITHIM JIBUKEHHEM KOCHYJIACh KECTKUX
JKUPHOBATHIX TepbeB Ha miee. ['prdoH mapaxHyscs oT He€, 3M00HO CBEPKHYB YEPHBIMH IJ1a3aMH.
N3 ero ropna BeIpBajICcsi KOPOTKUI KJIOKOUYIIUN PhIK. JIbBUHAs Jlara HACTYMIIa Ha KOCTH.

—23i! Oroiigu ot Hero! TTopBET, MHE ¢ TOOOH MOTOM HSIHUUTHCA. . .

[axc TorTasncs y gajabHEH CTEHbI, C TIOOOMBITCTBOM IS Ha Tipoucxosiiee. Ero yim mrHo-
BEHHO OTPearupoBaIH.

— Mm1 yxe yxonuM, yecTHo. Hukto He xoueT cepauts rpudoHa. ..
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— Xa! Dror-T0 nopeT? Mensi? — pasropsiumiach Backa. OHa emg pa3 ¢ BOCTOprom orJsiaesnia
HEJIOBOJILHOE KMBOTHOE, HO BCE-Taku oTomwia. — [lociymaii-ka, a Tede He Hy)kHa romois? S kak
pas mory...

— Wnu yxe, He TO X035iIMHA MTO30BY, — MOTEPSJT TepIeHNe cTpeMsiHHOW. OH NPUBCTAJI C JIABKU
¥ TI0/I01IENT K TIOONIEYHOMY, PEBHHBO ToMpaBiisisi peMHu. — C Bac, 3eBaK, yKe JAeHbI'M OpaTh MOKHO!
Pazborarero. ...

Backa cBepkHyna miazamu ¥ nomuia npodys. OHa HEMHOIO 3JWJIach, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA U Ipe-
JATeJIbCKYIO JPOKb, CJIOBHO IMPUKOCHYJIACh K KyCOUKY cBoel Aymu. I'pucgonsl! Bor kTo nomkeH eé
COIPOBOXJaTh. be3 CHIIbBHOTO M HaAEKHOTO 3BEPs KAKOW BOUH. . .

— Onm xum B MIHOpryme, — 0OpBIBUCTO MOSICHWIIA OHA HeOyMeHHO Tisiismiemy Illancy. —
Ha kom ke emg e3nuth kuBymuM B oOmakax? OX, Tel Obl BUjiel. .. [IBa rpudoHa KOrTSIMU BO3BMYT
MaJIAHKMH. .. BCE B IParolieHHou copye. .. f v momymMars He MOIJIa, 4To Tak Oyay CKy4aTb 1O HUM.

Omna nokavasia rojoBoy 1 3amMoJryaja.
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Hepymukon, mecsin sZKaTBbl, 2

[NonyneHHslil CBET 3ajaMBajl KOMHATKY TaBepHbL. Backa clagko MOTsAHYJIAch W TOAHSIIACH
Ha TMOIyIIKe, IIypsiCh OT JJACKOBOTO COJTHIIA.

— Thl onATH BCIO HOUB KJaia paccBeTa? — pazaaics rojoc [lanca 3a cnuHoR.

— Boa! He oxwupnana, 4to Thl TyT, — AEBYIIIKAa TOKOCKJIACH HA COCEJHIO KPOBaTh, Ie BOCCENAl
cyraup. Cyzs 1o CHJIBHOMY 3araxy TpaB, OH YCIeN yKe He TOJIbKO MPOCHYThCS, HO U IOXUMHUYHTh.

— OMM... MBI B OIHOM KOMHaTe, NoMHU1Ib? [Toromy 4TO y Hac. ..

— [NomHI0-TIOMHI0, HE HartoMHUHal ! — oTMaxHyJack Backa. Illym B rosioBe BepHysics U C:KUMAT
BUCKH. — Y HAC HEJJOCTATOYHO JCHET.

I1pd. CepresHo, eciy OHU XOTAT OCTAaHOBUTHCA B TpHIyKaHe, UM HYKHbI CPE/ICTBA HA KU3Hb.
Brnpouewm. .. Gosnbiioe noceseHne — 6oJbIre BO3MOKHOCTH, BepHO? He MoxeT ObITh, YTOOBI Cpeau
CTOJIbKHMX JIIOIEH XOTh KTO-TO HE XOTeJ Obl KOTO-TO YOUTb.

Ona risHyna B okHO. OTcioa Obula BUIHA IJIOMIAIb U 3aKOYJIOK, TJie OHA BUepa BUENIA MOA0-
3puTeNbHYI0 TeHb. Ceifuac B HEM ObUTO CBETNIO U IycTo. Kpuku aerei v 1aii cobak Hapymaau TUIUHY,
12 ¥ TOJBKO.

Bosayx Ha ynwie Obut emé mo-jeTHemy ropsuuil. JKurtenu 3aHUMaCh KaXIblii CBOUM
JEJIOM — YTO-TO HOCWJIY, YMHWIIH, NTpofiaBaiu. Psa10M ¢ pplHKOM Kpryasia AeBULa, PacXBaIuBasi ChIp.
OTKyza-To naxJo xJieGoM U KapeHbIM MsicoM. MeJKue TaBOYHUKH MOTJIsIIbIBaIM Ha Backy B coMHe-
HUSIX, CTOUT JIM MBITATHCS MPOJATh el 1BETHBIE JIeHTHl ¢ Oycamu. OHa yibiOasiach U nuia Mumo. Eé
COOCTBEHHBIN B3IJIsA]] COCPEOTOUEHHO TIepeOrpall MPOXoKuX B Toire. [ToBszka ¢ 6enbiM KpecToM
MOHCTpOOOpIIa OOTSArMBaIA IJIe40. A BOKPYT APYroro rjiedya — Y€pHasi MOXOPOHHAsI JISHTOUKA — 3HaK,
YTO 3yOpUCTBI MeY MOKET BBHIIOTHATh U MeHee OnaropogHyio padoty. M Backa Bpone kak xoauia
0 CaMbIM JIIOAHBIM MECTaM, XOIWIa MeJIEHHO, TI03BOJIsis cedst yBuaeTh. Ho B TO ke Bpemsi SICHO
YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO HE MO AyIlle eid BOT Tak ObITh Ha BUAY. CJIOBHO KaX/Abli 3eBaka ObLT CIIOCOOEH
y3HaTh €€. [IoHATh, KTO OHA.

— Pazoiinu-u-uck! — npokpuyan rojgoc, 1 MuMo Backu mporpemena Tesiera, rpyxeHas JJECOM.
He ycniena Backa BepHyTbCS HA MOCTOBYIO, KaK BIPYT UTO-TO — BEpHEE, KTO-TO, — €€ aTaKOBaJI.

Czanu u cBepxy. Backa ynana Ha koneHo. [lepekaruiach, BCKOYMIa Ha HOTU. 3yOpUCTBIN Me4
OOHAXUIICS, IEBYIIIKA pa3BepHYJIACh K MPOTUBHUKY. TOT He qaj ce0st paccMOTpeTh. MelbKHYJIO YTo-
TO sipkoe. COOKyY, CIMIIKOM OJM3KO, BO3HUK KUHkajl. Backa OnokupoBaia ¢ marom Hasaj, 3aTeM
OTCKOYMJIA, YXO/51 OT BTOPOTO KJIMHKA. YTO-TO )KYTKOE 3aUrpasio B €€ KpoBU. B KOpoTKoil mepepliike
OHAa 3aMeTHJIa, KaK 4acTo JBIIIUT, KaK PBETCS TEMHOM necHer e€ ceprue. Kak ryosl pa3beskaTcs
B JIypHO#1 ynbiOke. Het, 31ech He TOJIBKO a3apT OUTBHL.

Yro-T1o emg, mouemy?..

BMmecto oTBera BosHA BeUHOro Iryma repedwia e€ mbician. Bonb ciaBuia BUCKH, 3aCTaBUB
Backy 3ackpexerars 3y0amu. [Torom BoJiHaA CTMXJa, M ocTanach sicHOCTb. C pajoOCTHBIM KPUKOM
Backa nepenuia B Hanasienre. Med pa3pyOait BO3IyX MIMPOKUME B3MaxaMu. E€ yunim He ocTaBisTh
CBOOOIHOM PYKY, a MCIOJIb30BaTh ISl LIUTa UK BTOporo opyxusi. Ho y Backu Obliii cBOM Tipeario-
JIO)KEHUS Ha 3TOT cY€T. 1 OHa ycriena pasrisageTs NTPOTUBHUKA.

[poruHuity. Cyraupky. C oOBEMHON BOMHOM PBIKUX BOJIOC, KPYYEHBIMU TPEYrOJbHBIMU
poramMu M roHIIOBCKU OBICTpBIM CTHJIEM. Backa B SIpocTH HaHOCHIIA KOChIe yIapbl BOKPYT. [leBUOHKa
YKJIOHSIJTACh Kak maHrtepa. [lnsicka cranoBuiack Gemienor. Cepptie OMI0ch BCE ObICTpEN B jKaJHOM
Bocropre. 1 ckBO3b JUKUI TeMII, ONaCHENIIIME JIe3BUS U Yepeay ynapoB, Backa mbitanach 1ymarh.
[ToTomy uTO 1151 TOOEBI HAJO YCIIeBaTh OLYMaTh.

Opnexza y mpoTUBHUIIL ObUIa He oxoaHast. OHa He Moria Backy BeiciexkuBaTh, He ObUIa pas-
BEAUMLEN WU OXOTHUKOM. CTHIIb — CKOPOCTh M U3MATHIBAHUE, KUHKAJIbl, CIUIIIKOM HU3KO /17151 ITpe-
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craButens Baactu. M yto oHa genaer? MHOro ynapoB, HO OHUA CKOpee IyraloT U IyTaloT, YeM MOTYT
3aJIeTh 11eJIb BACKUHOTO ypoBHs1. Ckopee Bcero, y Hee€ nmpumnaceHo 4to-to emieé. Mopok? BoaMokHo. . .

Backa B ouepeiHOI pa3 yKJIOHWJIACh U B3MaxHY/la MEYOM, C HEJJOBOJIbCTBOM OCO3HAB, YTO OHA
eIl€ HU pa3y He rnonajia. beicrpa, Mep3aBka.

Cyraupka nputopmosuia. Y npuHsiach KojaaoBars.

«Hy koneuno! Mopok, Kak 1 gymaia.»

AJBIi TYMaH TIOTON3 OT CEPO-CUPEHEBBIX PYK, Ha KOTOPBIX 3aCBETUJICS OArpoBbIid Y30p BEH.
Kunxanb! 3anbliagm KpoBaBbIM CBETOM, a YacTh MOPOKa ycTpeMuiiach K Backe.

«Kabs1 He Tak!» — Backa BHIOpocHiIa BIepEn JIEBYI0 PyKY. 3auCKPHIICS 30JI0TOH (heiiepBepk
Y C LIMIIEHUEM pa3Besil KPOBaBblil MOPOK.

— T-1e1 Bnageemb Mckpoii... — OropolieHHo MpolienTana cyrHupka, Ho Backa He pana ei
3akOHYMTH. [LINpOKMIi B3MaxX NCKPUBJIEHHOTO 3yOPHUCTOTO JIE3BHSI TIOUTH 3211 TUIEUO PhIKEH, BTOPOi
3acTaBUI €€ J1aJIeKO OTIPHITHYTh, & TPETUI HATOJIKHYJICS HAa YCTOWYMBBIA OJIOK U3 KUHKAJIOB.

B aT0T MOMEHT, KOT/Ia 00€ CMOTpEJH APYT IPYTy B I71a3a, pa3aajics KpHK.

— OcranoBurech, Mapa! Ymossio, nipocture MeHst! Pagu cBsteix JIbBa, Jluca m Xo3siikwy,
HE pexXbTe 9K30puucmal..

['opoaHnH BONWII Ha Kpao YJIULIbl, B TAHUKE CMSIB LUIANY. Backa n3ymileHHO Iiisiiesia Ha Hero.
Bokpyr yxe coOpasiack Tonma Joaei, ¢ BOJIHEHUEM M B3[I0XaMH HaOMogaBIIMX 3a OuTBoil. Bee mop-
JepKUBAJIM TIAHUKEPA, HO HE pelllaich BMelaThes. HanaBias 3amernianach, CMYIIEHHO OIJIsIbI-
BaJIach, U sIBHO, MOJOOHO Backe, He 4yBCTBOBasa KeJIaHMs MPOIOIKATh MoequHOK. HenoBepunBo
MIeperyIsSHYBIIUCh, AEBYIIKHM PACLENUIA KIMHKY U OTCKOYMIM Ipyr oT Apyra. Tombko Torma Backa
3aMeTuIIa, C KaKOM CHJION el MPUXOJUIIOCH IaBUTh HA OPYXHUeE, YTOOBI yepKaTh OJIOK.

Ona nepectynuiia ¢ HOTM Ha HOTY, rajgasi, pa3outo ju koneHo. Crapasi, HO HEIaBHO 3alllu-
Tas M OTCTHUpPaHHAsl JOPOXKHAs OfiekJa 3a OIHY JApaKy MpONUTAIach NOTOM U IbLIbIO, BOJIOCHI I10-
3BepUHOMY pacTpenayiuck. CyrHupKa ke, HeCMOTpsl Ha pa30OMHUYMI CTHIIL 0051, BHITJIsI/IENIa OYeHb
COJIUAHO B IIEJIKOBOM OJEK/I€ ¥ CTPOroM Iulalle ¢ AByMsl XBocTaMu. M 0caHKOM, KaK y T'epLOrvHU.

Kpuuammii 4enoBek ¢ y)xacoMm B3Upajl Ha 0OeHX.

— Mapa uHKBH3UTOp, 51 OHMOCS, KOrjJa BaM e€ mokasaj. Xo3sikon CBeTion OalliHu KIISHYCh,
s cryTas e€ ¢ 0ObIYHOM nepesxuBinei! Kak s mogymars Mor, 4to, Mapa, éul — sk30puucm! — nocinen-
HsAs (ppaza yxe oOpamanack kK Backe, kotopast usymisiiack Bc€ Oonbine. OHa MEJIbKOM B3IVISTHYJIA
Ha OTPS/I HMIMPOKUX MyHAUPOB y KPUKYHA 32 CIIMHOM U COAPOTHYJ1ach. OOBIYHO, YBUEB €€ CYITHOCTb,
OHM Obl HE 3aMeIMJIM HAMacTh. XOTSl HABEpHSIKA C HUMU BCEMH ObLIO OBl JIerde yIpaBUTHCS, YeM
C 9TOM HECHOCHOU MHKBU3UTOPILIEN. . .

«KoHeuHo, — MpayHO noaymaia Backa, KocAch Ha CyTHUPKY. — Be3yMHBI 1 CMEPTOHOCHBI.
MHKBU3UTOPBI».

— 4 xecToko omuOCs, BB TAK CKPOMHO OJIETHI. .. U s COBCEM HE 3aMETHJI KpecTa Ha IUIeye. ..
cBsATor Jluc, pa3Be MOXKHO €ro Tak mpsATaTh? — Jikell, nogymana Backa. JDxeun u mepsaBell. —
Ho Tosbko GOMIIB! BBICITIEN HIKOJIBI MOTYT IMOJIb30BaThesl Vickpoii! TToTomMy BB, HECOMHEHHO, 9K30P-
LIMCT, I03TOMY ITPOCTUTE MEHS1, UTO MPUBEI CI0fla MHKBU3UTOPA!..

— Tak, Hy... UHIIUJICHT UCYEPIIaH, 51 HA/IEI0Ch? — KOMaHIHBIM TrojiocoM repedmia Backa. Bee
BOKPYT ObUI B CMSITEHUH, ¥ Backa mobuna Takue MoMeHTHI. [IoToMy 4TO B 3Ty CEKYH/y JOCTAaTOYHO
JIMIIb YBEPEHHOTO BU/IA, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh KOHTPOJIb HAJl CUTyalel. JIuc 3Haer, YTo MMEHHO Ipo-
HCXOJIUT, HO TIOKA BPOJZie Yrpo3a UIET Ha chaf.

— DMMM. .. Thl HpolEH. Bo3Bpaiaiics kK ToMy, uTo Aenai. Y yBeau yxke 3TuX, — OHa HEPBHO
KHMBHYJIa OXpaHHHUKAaM.

[Nonss, uto npaku OGosble He Oy/eT, TopoxaHe Hadyanu pazOpenarbes. Backa u cyrHupka Bcé
EILE CTOSIM C OPY;KUEM HaroJo, I Apyr Ha Apyra.

WukBusuTopIina reppast yopaia KMHKaJIbl ¥ TPUHSIA BHE3AITHO MUPHBIN BUJL.
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— [IpuBeTcTBYI0, 9K30PIMCT, — OHA CKJIOHMJIACh B HEOOJIBIIIOM TIOKJIOHE ¥ OYeHb OBICTPO, PhIB-
KOM BbIpsAMWIack. — Mens 30ByT Mapa. JloHecan, 4To Bbl MIJIOPOKAEHHAsA, a S NIOYyBCTBOBAJIA
KpoBb JIpeBHero 3i1a ... — OHa OCEKJIaCh, BEPOSITHO, Pa3MBIILIsAs, HACKOJIBKO COLMAIBHO YMECTHO
3ByunT «JlpeBHee 310». Backa cMoTpena Ha He€, Kak Ha 3a0aBHBIN aTTPAKIIMOH.

— Ilouemy MeHs Ha3bIBalOT 3K30puucToM? UTo 3T0 3a cI0BO Takoe?

— Uro? Tak... Tak Tl He U3 Joma Ix30pyucmos? — otmaraynack Msapa. — Ho TBost KpoBb. ..
a, sICHO, — OHa CIIBUHYJIa OpOBH. — BCE-Taku ThI OTHA U3 OPOIAUNX TIePESKUBIIIHX.

Backa naxmypunack. OHa HauMHaJIa 3IUThCA.

— 41 OBl IpenoYsIa yCabIaTh U3BUHEHUE 32 aTaKy, — Ternephb el 3aX0TeNIOCh BHIBECTU U3 ceOst
MHKBU3UTOpIIY. — VT MO Med MoTpedyeT, eclu Thl CIOCOOHA TOJIBKO ceOsl CITyIIaTh.

— Yro ), — npeHeOpekRUTETHHO MOBEJA IJIEYOM CYrHUpKa. — $1 BOoOOIIe-T0 AOo/KHA Oblia
MOHSATh, YTO SK3OPIMCTHI AEPYTCS JIydile. .. Tak 4To U3BMHU, YTO CITyTajia TeOs C OOHUM U3 PeKpy-
ToB. Hy 1 3a araky.

WNukBusuropsl. [laxke Korna oHM BUAAT, UTO Halajid Ha pa3yMHOIO YeloBeKa, BCE paBHO yBe-
pEHBI B cBOel mpaBoTe. Besib MHKBU3UTOPHI HUKOTA He omubaoTcs. V1 OHM HUKOTIa He TIOKaKYT,
yto paccepkeHbl. PeIpkHYB, Backa yOpasa meu.

— bosbHO Hazmo. HaBepHsika 3T0 oyepeHOe MApUOHETOYHOE oy OoT MHOopuyMa, KOTopoMy
MHKBU3UTOPCKHE COOAUKH Bpofe TeOs yKe HACKYYWIU. S mpomyity 1MpK, crnacuoo.

— Cob6auku?! Jla enquHCTBeHHAs Opofistuast ABOPHATA 3/1eCh — 3T0 Thl! Tl Haxke He 3Haeutb, 9T0
cymiectByeT JloM DK30pIMCTOB, KaKO€ Thl UMEEIIb MPaBo CyauTb? Thl MPOCTO MyCOp, JIETAIOLIUN
no obounHaM Ccpepsl KU3HN ¥ yMHOXKAIOMIUI C KaKIBIM TIEPEePOXKAEHUEM CBOM I'PEXH, — BOIIPEKH
OXMJAHUSM, CyTHUPKA U3YMUTENILHO JIETKO pa3oluIach U JBUHYJIACh Ha Backy, cBepkas CMHUMU I71a-
3amMu. PeIkocThb 1J1s1 CyTHUPOB, TaKOW HACHIINIEHHBI TEMHO-CUHU 11BET. Backa xmypo caenasia mar
HaBcTpeuy. — oM DK30pIUCTOB CrelHaibHO ObUT CO3aH ThMOPOKAEHHBIMU, IOTOMY YTO HU OIUH
MHKBU3UTOP HE MOXET mak cpaxarbes ¢ peuum Brernum 310m! HukTo Gosbliie ero He MoHU-
maert!.. Eciii XOTh KTO-TO U3 MEPEKUBIIUX MBITACTCS KUTh MPUIAYHO U JEHCTBUTEILHO TTOOOPOThH
3Ty 3apa3sy, TO Thl... TaKUE, KaK Thl, IPOCTO MO30PAT Bcex Hac!

«Bcex nac?»

Backa ¢ xuIHo#i ycMeInkoi 3akycuiia ry0y U OOJBIIMMU, TIOJTHBIMU 37I0T0 BOCTOpra IJa3amu
CMOTpesia Ha NpoTUBHUILYY. BoT oHO 4To. BOT OTKYyna 310 omymenue. Bor oHo, oka3biBaeTcs, Kak
BBIIVIAAUT. BOT, OTUero Tak mnesa KpoBb ¥ pBAJIOCh CEPALIE, U BCS €€ MIVIOPOKIAEHHAS CYLITHOCTD IPH-
BeTcTBOBaJIa Ooii ¢ Mapoil.

Takas xe.

— Xa-xa-xa, 1a YToObl MHE B WIIIAaKa B ClIeAyOmui pa3 nmepepoauthbesi! Tak Tol Toke [IpeBHee
3710? — B ynnoeHUr BOCKJIMKHYJIa Backa. [Ipoxonsnmii MMMO My XYMHA HEPBHO OIVISIHYJICS U YCKOPUIT
mar. — U 1e6s B3sym B MHkBu3uimio? Kak Hepaz6opunBo. MIHTepecHO, B ycTaBe CKa3aHO, UTO ThI
JOJKHA KuaThesi cama Ha ce6s1? Co CIMHBI, XKeJlaTesIbHO, — MOAYEPKHYJIA OHA — KOJIEHKA [0 CHX TOp
HbLIA OT 3HAKOMCTBA C 3eMJIEM.

— 3aTKHKCh, — OCKAJIWJIACH JIEBYIIIKA, HO TIbUIA B €€ rojioce ObLIo MoMeHbIle. BpeMeHHo, mojy-
Masia Backa. — 4 ugy B AnbcBagop, 4ToObl MPUMKHYTh K 9K30pLMCTaM, UCKYIUTh IPEBHUN Tpex.
W naBcerna creperb gypHOE KJIEMMO CO CBOETO UMEHU !

— Yro *x, otmmuHO. Mowm cobone3HoBanus JJomy. OqHOM cymacieieid OyaeT Oombliie B CBs-
IIIEHHBIX PsiJiax.

[epenanka npuenach Backe. OnHa BbIMeCTWIA pasfpaxeHHe, Topa ObUIO 3aBS3bIBATH
U 3aHAThCA JenoM. TouHo, y He€ Bedp Obuto aeso. JdeppMo Oyia, Kak 3Toi AeBKe yIanoch YKpPacTh
y HEE CTOJIKO BpEMEHU ..

— Vnaun nommsarbcs K OOIIecTBY Tede U TBOUM OyayrmM Apy3bsM u3 Jloma. Kieiimo BI,
KOHEYHO, HUKAKOE HE OTOTPETE, HO MOXKETE MOMNBITaThCs CTaTh CMUPHBIMU, — KUHYJIA OHA, pa3Bopa-
YUBASICh.
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— Jlyuiiile CMUpPHOI, YeM JTOpOKHOM MaIajiblIuIen, — MajbHy/a B oTBeT Mapa.

Backa pe3ko oOepHynach — 1 jajia OBOJ] YXMbUIKE pacliBECTH Ha TEMHBIX CYyTHUPCKHX I'y0ax.
ITnaruHOBEIE KJIBIUKM M CMHUI OrOHBb IJIa3 cMesiich Hajg Hel. [Tokonebasimch, Backa 3acraBuia
ce0s1 cMOoTYarTh.

W GpicTpo 3armaraia npoys.

«YT10 3710 OBIITA 32 UAMOTCKASA CIieHa, Pa3ioM MHE B KOUEPBIKKY ?..»

Oma ObICTPO TOMAJIA MO YJIUIAM, B IPOCTHU TOJIKas TPOXOKUX. Bl XOTeoch BEpHYThCSI M HAOUTD
JIIIO CaMOJIOBOJILHOM BBICKOUKE, U TOJIBKO JIM TIOTOMY, UTO OHA Ha3BaJja €€ JOPOKHOM MaasIbIIuIei?
Mep3ko, HO. . . TPaBKBO, B 0011IeM. Backa rorpaBuiia 4€pHylo JICHTOUKY Ha pyke. E€ riaza cy3uimuch,
BCKUIISITWINCH, CTAIM TaKUMH, KaKMMU MX HUKorga He Buaen Illanc v KTo-mmbo U3 Tex, KoMy
Backa nbitanach noHpaBuThes. Celiuac OHM OTpaxaiyd TbMy BHYTpU. OT KOTOPOIl HE CIIpSTaThCs,
He yOpath e€ HuKyzna. He moctaBuTh Ha MOJIOUKY, 3aMEHHB CBEPKAIOIIMM HAIJIEYHUKOM C SMOIEMOit
KaKOro-HUOYIb Op/IeHa ¥ OTPOMHOM 3BE3/I0U «51 SK30PLIUCT».

Jla komy BooOIIie MPUAET B TOJIOBY aBaTh KPACHUBBIE THUTYIIbI MIEPEKUBIIAM ?

Tepescusuwium?..

N3 Bcex mopeit?.. PazBe MOXHO 3a0bITh, 4TO OHM chenanu?.. OTKyga OHU MOSIBIJIMCH C TOU
MIJION B Jy1ie?

W pasBe Bce TbMOpOOMBIIMECS HE CTAHOBSITCS, MPOCTO CIieAys CBOEH HaType, OaHIUTaMU
Y M30IIPEHHBIMU youiiiiamMu? [IpecTynHUKaMu 1 OOMaHIIMKAMH, BEYHBIMU Bparamu rpovux pac?..
[NepesxuBivie 001a1A0T TAJTAHTOM JeJ1aTh YKacHbIE BeI. Y NCHOMb3YIOT €ro, YTOObI MCTUTD JIIO/ISIM
3a HEHaBHCTb K ce0e, KOTOPOH JIIOAX, B CBOIO OUEpPe/ib, MCTST MEPEKUBIIUM 32 COOBITHSI OTPOMHOM
JaBHOCTH. ...

[lepexuBume u [IpeBHee 3510 — 370 cCMHOHMMBL. He cyrHupbl, OXokHe Ha MOHCTPOB M3-3a
POroB M TEMHOM KOXH, He CHIIb(UIIBI, UX OoJiee IeraHTHbIE CEPOKOXKUE COOPaThsl, B KECTOKOCTH
nopoii mpeBocxoasimue modyio pacy. [lepexupme. MrinopoxaéHHbie. ThMOPOIUBIIUECS.

W Ha 310 ecth npuunHsl, ['0Hel ux 3a1epu.

Cpenu kotopbix He TobKo [Iporom Chepbl BoceMb BeKOB Ha3ajl. JJoCTaTOYHO 3aryIsIHYTh B COO-
CTBEHHYI0, M3HOIIEHHYI0, OrpYOEBIIIyIO YLy, YTOObI MMOHATH MpaBay. [lepeKuBIIUM HeJb3sl A0Be-
PsITh, UM HeJb3s MOopydYaTh HUUbE criaceHue. [laxe Bo uMs uckyrieHus. OHU Beerza camu 3a ceosl.

Backa npencraBuiia, Kak cAaBIIMECs B IyNalbla PEIMTMO3HOIO CTpaJaHUsl IECUKU-IK30PLIM-
CTBI CTOSIT Ha KOJICHKAX, & KaKOW-HUOY/Ib TOJICTHIN s pell u3 IHOpryMa 3a4nThIBaET MM JIEKIIUIO O BCE-
npomenun. M ¢ orBpameHremM nomopumiack. [a Het, He Oyaer storo. [lepexuBimii — 3TO BOJIK,
KOTOpBIN Bceraa OyzeT BOJIKOM, UTO Tl C HUM He czienaid. Kaxapiii n3 Hux. OHU poXIAI0TCS U YMU-
patot Bosikamu. Poxxaatorcs u ymupaior. OHU He JafsT Jaxe Jpyr ¢ APYIOM.

B pasmbiiienusx Backa pomuna go TaBepHel. OHa OCO3Hala, Kak CWIBHO XOYET IUTh.
W narmutees. U crpabacrtarh B JIGHMBOM JIypMaHe KaKoTro-HUOYIb MPOCTAUKa-CUMIIATATY, U 3ACTABUTh
€ro BOCXUINATLCS cOOOM. 3aCTaBUTh MPU3HATb.

— DM, neByIika! — OKJIMKHYJIU e€, CTOWJIO JIUIIb BOWTH. — He Xxouems modontats? 4 yromaro!

ITOT rosoc ObUI COBEPIIEHHO HE TAKOB, KAKUM OOBIYHO MPOU3HOCHUIIMCH MOA0OHbBIE (Dpasbl.
Crvkom TBEPABINA. CUIIKOM JieioBoM. Backa oOepHyach.

V cronuka B MOTYyTEHU CUAECN AOPOTO OJETHIM TYYHBIN MYy KUMHA. B3risi y Hero ObLT XUTPBIN.
Ho on cmotpen He B miio Backe, u He Ha e€ nomxapoe teno. [laxe He Ha rpyab. OH CMOTpes Ha Opy-
xue. Pazosn€éHHas crelukoid, Backa nmoBecuia ero Ha BUy, Kak MpeJOCTepeKeHUE sl CKYYaloIuX
WJIM HEPBHBIX.

— OmmyHO, — MOXaB IJIeYaMH, OHa cena 3a cToMuK. — OT Oparn He oTKaxych. Tonbko Oe3
HepyMa.

My>x4rHa yJabIOHYJICS U HAJIWII €f U3 KyBIIMHA TEMHOH KUAKOCTH. Backa BHUMAaTesbHO pas-
rsiapiBaia ero. OfeT Kak Kyrell. PacimumTeiil xanar, crpaHHasi KOHycooOpa3Hasl Iarnka, KOTOpble Tak
MOOAT TUIIBACHCKHE. .. HeYKeJN padoTy MOAKUHET?
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— Cnabasi cropoHa Bamen JMYHOCTH, — TPOMYPJIBIKAN OH. — JINUHOCTH, HECOMHEHHO, TOTHON
TaJIAaHTOB.

«[IpekpacHo, Teniepb Bech TprayKkaH 3HaeT, KTO 5 Takasi», — Backa MbICIIEHHO BbIpyrajach.

— U KoMy ke NpUIISIHYIMCh MO TaJIaHThI?

— 4 kak pa3 XxoTes MpencTaBUThCs, — KyIell OIHST TOJIOBY U 3araIouHo OJIECHYI MOXKeITeB-
MM 1asoM. — Caitpok 3yo, Toprosas ['mibans CpeivHHBIX MUPOB.

«Cpenunnbix MupoB? 1o Hepuna u Caxacan, JBa KOHTMHEHTA... XOpollas y HUX JIOJDKHA
OBITH PadOTKA...»

— Boi ouenb apexTHO cpakanmvich. He Kaxaplil JeHb BCTPETHIIb MyTEIIECTBEHHUKA, CIIOCO0-
HOT'O COCTaBUTb KOHKYPEHIIMIO MHKBU3UTOPY, J1a. .. 51 Obl XOTEJ1 UMETh Ha CBOEH CTOPOHE TAKYIO CHITY.
Ckaxwre, BBl CMOIJIH ObI e€ yOUTh?

Backa nogHsina 6poBb. IHKBU3UTOPBI SIBHO TIOKUMAJIHA HE €€ OHY.

— Tax uro 3a 3amanue? Yxke yoOnuBaeM KOro-1o?

— Boo0iie-To, Ham Hy:KeH XOpoIuii 00el] 1711 I0JATrOCPOYHON padOThI, — OTBETHII Kytell. — Kto-
TO, KOMY Mbl CMOXEM JIOBEPSTh, KTO HE YMPET uepe3 Mecsll M Tak aajee. Her Huuero xopoiero
B [IOCTOSIHHOM CMEHE. .. JIMLI.

— U, eciu 51 cornanrych paboTaTs, 51 JOJKHA OBITh O] PYyKOM IMOCTOSIHHO, — 3aKTouria Backa. —
41 He cMory yiTH U3 ropoja, IOMYCTHM. .. WM BCTYIHUTh B KAKOW-HUOYAb DK30pIHCTKUI [Jom?

I'pucbonbe neppMo, Kak 310 crietelio ¢ si3bika? OTKyaa 9TO MPernooKeH!e B3sIoch BOooIe?

— Her, Hu B KoeM cityuae, — nokauas rojiopor Caiipok 3yo. — Ham HyXHbI TOCTOSIHHBIE JTIOJIH.

OT1myno. DTO JMyuIne, yeM OpoauTh B HeM3BeCcTHOM HarpasieHnu. Ho kyna nesats Illanca?
AX, cyrHUp BCE paBHO pBAJICS OCTaThCsl B ropode. Takas padota BooOIe MpearosaraeT myTele-
CTBUSI, HO KOMIaHMIO, Backa dyBcTBOBaIa, el He nanyT BeiOupath. Hy, x0T miatuth OymyT. Bos-
MOKHO, OHa JJa)K€ CMOKET rae-To xkuTh. Henonro. Bpems oT BpemeHu.

— 4 monymaro, criacu0o. .. s ke MOry IMoayMarh? — ¢ TPEBOTOM CIPOCHIIA OHA.

Caiipok noxaJ rjiedyamu.

— Paspiiute MeHs B AnibcBasiope, B MPpUEMHON [ Wiibanu, eciu permmrech. Sl Be4epom OTrpaB-
JISII0Ch B CTONULLY.

Backa cnenuna B3MISI0OM, Kak TYYHbIA KyIell MOJHUMAETCS, €0 PyKU B MEPCTHSIX BBITPS-
XMBAIOT KPOIIKM U3 CKJIAJOK xajara. Mapp 3yo pacriatiicsi KpylHOW MOHETOM, KMBHY/ Backe
u Boiesn. Cama Backa ocrasiach ¢ HEJJOITUTHIM KYBIIMHOM U KPY:KKOU, MIOYTA HETPOHYTOM, B KOTO-
PYyIO OHa Tenephb 3aAyMUYUBO BIEMHIIACH 3yOaMH.

Omna pa3MmbliuIsiIa.
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Karaknon, nesb Mecsina 2KatBbl, 2

— Caxacaut... oxo-xo, Caxacal... TOT KpacHbI KYCOK KaMHsI )XUBEE, YeM MOKHO MOIyMaTh
u3 HepuHbl! — BOCKJIMIIAT KaKOU-TO MBIKUCTHIN, CYIs 110 OAEXK/E — HAEMHHK. — 3/1€Ch KOTO TOJILKO
He BCTpeTHib! PaHblilie, rOBOPST, TOJIBKO JIIOIU XKWJIH, A TeTeph IISIHb — U JIIOIU, ¥ CYTHUPBI, H...
0, clb(!

— Cwibua, BOOOIE-TO, — KOJIKO YABIOHYBIIUCH, XbIOTO MOCHEIINT OTBEPHYThCS K CTOMKE
Oapa.

— Cunbpug, isiuTe-Ka! — He yHUMaJsIcsl My KHK. XbIOrO TPEBOKHO CIIEANI 32 HUM, IPUKUIbI-
Basi, MOXHO JI €€ YIU3HYTb Yepe3 IVIaBHbII BXO.

— Xeit, 310 ke XblO-MHCCHUOHEP, — TOXJIONA HAMHHUKA MO TUIeYy OJUH U3 MOCEeTUTesen. —
OcraBb gpyra B MOKOE.

HaémHUK yTHXOMUpWIICS, TIpaBa HEXOTsA. XbIOro ¢ OOJerdeHreM B3JOXHYIT U Pa3BEpHYIICS
K CTOHKE.

O komdopTe MOXHO OBUIO 3a0BITh — MHTEPECYIOIIMECS B3IJISIAbl CO BCEX CTOPOH CHINAJIHCh,
XOTb OH U JeJ1aJl BUJI, UTO HE 3aMevall UX.

[Ipornotus 3aJmoM OCTaTKU 3€jibsi, XbIOrO MOCIEHIN PETUPOBATHCS, MOIMYTHO HATATUBAs
Ha simio mapd. Jlydie nepxarbesi MoAasblle OT TaBEpHbI B 3TOM JUKOM IOCENOYKE, IJe HET HU
OXpaHbl, HU Jpy3eil. U KTO € TOT TUIl, y3HaBILIUI €r0 U AaKe Ha3BaBIIMHI 110 UMEHU ?

«CTaHOBIIOCH MOMYJISIPEH, HE MHAUE», — 3aKJTIOUMIT XbIOTO C TPEBOTOM U, OBICTPO OTJISAEBIINCDH
10 CTOPOHAM, HalPaBWJICS Yepe3 MOCENIOK.

Kpyrisie ManeHbkre JOMUKM W3 KPACHOW TJIMHBI, OO0 KEHHBIE BEUHO MAJISAIIAM COJHIIEM,
OKPY’KaJIU €ro CO BCEX CTOPOH ¥ ObUIM €IMHCTBEHHBIM TUIIOM MOCTPOEK B OKpyre. Ho kak Obl HY ObLI
YHBUI 3TOT Mei3ax, eme nevyaabHee Obula MepCreKTUBA MyCKaThCsl B JOJTHHA MyTh C €TUHCTBEHHOM
OyTBUIOYKOH KaTaKH.

«[Ipun€rcs xeBaTb KakKTYChl, — IPYCTHO Pa3MblUIsl Xbioro. — Cpeau MyCTBIHHOTO 3BEpbs
Ha HUX BOOOIIE-TO KOHKYPEHIIUS. A elll€ OHHM BBI3BIBAIOT IAJUTIOIMHAIINY, A 1 HE MIJIOPOAWBIIUIACS,
CIIOCOOHBI UM TIPOTHUBOCTOSITh.»

ConHile CBETWJIOCH Yy CaAMOIO TOPU30HTA. YCTaBUBILMCH HAa HETO, XbIOro MOCTOSII HEMHOTO
B Pa3MBbIIIEHUSIX, & 3aTeM IIPOJOJIKUII IyTh K OKParHe TOPOJIKA.

B CaxacaJe npaktudecku He ObJIO MOHCTPOB. UTO CTPaHHO, BeJb KOHTUHEHT HAXOAMJICS HUXKE
Hepunsbl. A tam x0oTb ceprioM Kocu 31ux «Mt Axpa», Kak Ha3biBad X B HuxkHem mupe. Ha a3pike
CepoKOkMX 310 3HaumO «[Ipumenmme n3 [namenn». 1 cepokoxue Huxnero Mupa nmesnu rnosgHoe
MIPaBo, cYUTaNl XbIOTO, 1aBaTh Ha3BaHUs MOPOKIAEHUAM be3qHbI.

Buumo, Caxacait ObLT CIIMIIIKOM CYpOB Jaxe is uynosuil] u3 Bruernero Oras. [Tpusneyen-
HBIE 3TUM, CI0fla CTEKAINUCh xkuTenu u3 Poguana. 3ps.

Brictpo Temueno. Hebo poropaio, n3 KpoBaBO-KOPUIHEBOTO CTPEMHUTENIBHO CTAHOBSICH TITy00-
KUM 4YepHWIbHO-cMHUM. Hurzae 3ato, coBepIiieHHO HUIE Helb3sl YBUIETh TAKOTO HIMPOKOro, Iy-
OOKOro0, 3aBOpakuBaoIe OPUUTMAHTOBOrO HeOa. [ e-To Tam Oblla U ero COOCTBEHHAsI CYACTINBAS
3B€3/1a, HO ceifuac OHa eIlI€ He 3aXIJ1ach B po3pavyHoit Jaiu. Kasanocs, eciny 10j1ro cMOTpeTh, MOKHO
JOUTH B3MJISAAOM J10 BepxHer rpaHuiibl Cpepsl — MUMO 00JIAKOB, MUMO KPACHOPYAHBIX TOP, MUMO
camoro MHopuyMma. .. YBuaeTh ckazounble 3BE31Hble [TaaTel, Kyaa OTIpaBisiioTcst BCe O1aropoHbie
aymd. Y 4To-10 emme, KpoMe 3Toro, Kakyko-TO BO3BBIILIEHHYIO, YAUBUTEIIbHYIO TalHY.

XpIOro MoKayaja rojoBOW, pa3MHUHasi 3aTeKilylo Iel. Eciu crosaTh nmocepenuHe MyCThIHU
C 3aKMHYTOW K HeOy TOJIOBOH, 3BE3/IHBIC ABOPIIBI U MPaBJa MOKHO YBUAETh OueHb ObIcTpo. HykHO
YCTAaHOBUTb NMAJATKY B O€30MaCHOM MeCTe, [1a JIOKUTC crath. U mydie cienarh 310, TIoKa He MOMeEpK
CBET. A TO PHCKYelllb, IPOCHYBILHCH, y3HATh, YTO pa3OwI larepb MOCpeIu OaHAUTCKOTO TTOCEIEHHUS.

«Ho enuHcTBEeHHAst OyTHUIOYKA KAaTaKH. ..»
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XBIOTO BCIOMHIJ, YTO B Mape BEPCT OTCIoIa KOTa-TO KU 3HAKOMBIN HHTeHOaHT. OH cHaOXa
MECTHBIX HAEMHHMKOB HapKOTOH U IpuriacaMu, HO ['epuKo ¢ HUM MMO3HAKOMWICS] B UCKJIIOUUTEIBHO
HEBUHHOM KOHTekcTe. OH Torja eme TOJAbKO HaYMHAJI pacCKas3blBaTh CKA3KH, M BBIXOIWIIO ILIOXO,
HO cTapuk JI)xoxaH BCE paBHO COIJIACUIICS YKPBITh €ro oT rojioBope3oB Toproeoit ['wiibauu. . .

Ecmu JIxoxaH emé Bener gena ¢ OaHAUTaMH, €ro MOKHO OyIeT HalTh TOJMBKO HOUbK0. JIHEM
OHM YMEIOT NPATaThCs. XbIoro 3eBHY/. CHIIb(UIBI OOBIYHO 3aCHITIAIOT C 3aKATOM, OPOAUTH IO HOYaM
He B ux Hatype. Ho oH moGpén.

TemHoOTa orycKkanach, U BCKOpe MoKa3ajlach 3HaMeHUTask KpoBaBas jTyHa Caxacana. OHa cBe-
THJIA Sipue 3BE3[, sipue Jake OTHEeW MOCENKa C3a/11, U HEHAJ0JITO MOraciive MecKy B e€ JIydax CHOBa
ropenu aiabiM. A He0O Tenepb Ka3aaoch TYCTHIM U (PUOJIETOBBIM.

Kazanoch, mycteiHsa 3BeHena. Ilpumieneny Mor moxanoBaThCsi HA BEYHYIO THUILMHY BOKPYT,
HO JUISl MCTIBITAHHOIO yXa IMEeCKM HUKoraa He monvanu. Celyac OHM NMOTHMXOHBKY MPOCHIIAIUCH
OT JAHEBHOI'O XKapa, BbUIE3AJM SILIEPKU U CKOPIMOHBI, MECYaHble JTUCUUYKU U HEKOTOPBIE KPYIIHbIE
TBAapH IMOOTMACHee. XbIoro HaOpEN Ha Yepeay HEBBICOKHMX CKal M CTapaJiCsl JIepKaTbCsl BIOJNb HHX,
HE TM03BOJISIS YK CJMIIKOM OYEBUIHO BBIAEIATHCS CBOEMY CUITYITY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 110]] €r0 HOraMH BO3HUK HEIIMPOKUI KaHbOH. XbIOTO OCTAHOBUJICS, CHSLI IIEP-
YaTKy ¥ Ha4aJl MSITKO OLIYTIbIBaTh KAMHH BOKPYT ce0s1. B Tom mecTe, rie mprpoHas OCTpoTa rpaHnTa
BJpYT CTAHOBWJIACH IJIA/IKOM, 110J1arajoch U eMy yXBaTUThCs 3a BbICTyIL. [lonaTbes Briepén, nepecra-
BUTb HOT'Y, TIOTUXOHBKY HaX0/sl MPABWJIBHBIN CITyCK IO KPYTO# cTeHe. Plok3ak Mermasics 1 Lerisics
3a 4TO IMOMNAJI0, HO OCTaBUTD €r0 ObLIO Helb3s1. Ecii He XoYelb nmonacth B MAMOTCKYIO CUTYAIHIO, TO
Aaxe B LIEHTPE MyCTOIIN CTOUT UCXOIUTD U3 TMPEIONIOKEHHUS, YTO PSAOM MOXET KTO-TO OpOAUTb.

be33ByuHo mocbuiass MoaUTBb 3BE3AHOMY JIMCy, XbIOrO MOTUXOHBKY MPEOJOIeBall KPyTOn
cryck. [Ipyroit Obl Ha €ero Mecte pyrajcs, IMPOKJIMHAS XUTPOYMHE TeX, KTO OAyMAJICS MPOJIOKHUTD
Takylo Kpytyto Tporny. Ho Xbioro mén tepneamBo M MSTKO, CIyIIaa MOACKAa3KA KaMHEN U MbIC-
JIEHHO YTIpalIMBal CKally, YTOOBI OHA €ro He CKMHY/1a. HakoHell OH cMOT CIIphITHYTh Ha TBEPAOE JHO
KaHbOHA.

Mecrto BBIIIAEN0, KAK JABHO MEPECOXILEe Pycao MaJeHbKOW peuku. VIHTepecHo, MOIIo Jn
9T0 ObITh Tak? Bogoémel ncuesnu nz Caxacana CIMIIKOM JaBHO, YTOObI CKa3aTh TOYHO.

— Kyna naneie?.. Bcnomunaii ke, Xpioro, — mpoOOpPMOTa OH IO HOC.

— Xbioro? — pazziajaoch 3a ClIMHOM CWIb(HIA paHbllle, YeM OH CMOT OrJisiieThesl. — HepuHckuit
OxoTHUK?!

XBIOTO B3/IPOTHYJI, MBICJIEHHO BBIpyrajicss — U OOepHyJICs. 3BE3bI Tenepb ObUIM CIUIIKOM
JaJIeKko, YTOOBl OCBETUTh JTHO KaMEHHOU paclIeIMHbI, HO KPAaCHOBATOE CHSHHE JIyHBI OTPAXaJIOCh
ot creH. Tonpko y XbIOro r71a3a emié He MPUBBIKJIA, YTOOBI BUJETh B TAKOM CJIaOOM CBeTe.

— Tak 370 THI WK HeT? Xbioro ['epuko ke Bpoje 1octaiu. — [I1yxoi rojoc Ka3ajics CIUIITKOM
I'POMKHM, XOTsI HEBUIMMBII YEJIOBEK €]jBa HAalpsAraj ropraHb.

Hocraiu, 3T0 BEPHO CKa3aHo.

— Kro cnpammmbaet?

CuutyaT nokosne6acsi, Ho OCTajics BO TbMe. XbIOro BBIPYTajics eI pa3 v He3aMETHO MOTSHYJICS
3a HOXOM. Pykb€ BHCENIO Ha CIMHE — a 3TO TO e caMoe, eCIi Obl ero 1 He ObLIO.

— Ecnu o1 1B, TeOs Ob1 3a0panu Micpupata, — HECMOTpPSI HAa OCHILIIOCTh, XbIOTO BCE OOJIbIIEe
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO TOJOC COBCeM MOJIOAoi. C Kak[IbIM MpeJIOKEHUEM OH JPOXkKajl 4yTh OOJbIle, KakK
ecii Obl TOBOPSIIUI MTPUXOANI B CUIIbHOE BOJTHEHHE.

— Kposasas be3nna, k1o 310 emié takue? [la mokaxuch Tol yxke! — 3Hast, YTO HOXK KPErKO CUIUT
B pyKe, XbIOro HEOXKUIAHHO PE3BO MOJAJICS BIEPEN, B TEHb K COOECETHHKY.

Ero pyku 3auepnHy/u mMycTOTY U XOJIOJHbINA BeTep HOUU. Tam, Iie TOIBKO YTO BEIlasl U3JIUIIHE
I'POMKMUI1, HIEPIIABO-OCTPBIN TOJIOC, TaM, IJI€ BUJHEJICS TEMHBIM CUIIy3T HEMIOHSATHOM Pachl — TeNepb
TOJIBKO JIETaJl IECOK M CBEPKaJl 3€PHUCTBIM T'PAHUT 110J] KPOBABBIM CBETOM HOYHOW IYCTBIHM.
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XbIOro 0OEpHYJICS BO BCE CTOPOHBI, TIOKPYTHMII TOJIOBOH, 3amep, Mpuciymmasasick. OH U30 Bcex
CWUJI BIVISLABIBAJICS, OUTYIIbIBAs B3IJISIIOM CTEHBI U BBICTYIIB KaHbOHA. [IOBEpHYIICS CITMHOI K CTeHE,
n30erasi HEOXXUJIAaHHOTO HaraieHusi. OH CTOSUT TaK, He IIeBeJIsCh, C YeTBEepTh yaca. Ml H1 OauH 3BYK
OoJbIIIe HEe Pa30pBal HOYHOM BO3/IYX.

«[IpuBHuaenocr MHe, 4TO J?» — XBIOTO MPEKPACHO 3HAJ, YTO HeT. 3y/sinee OecroKONCTBO
JIMIIb HAPACTANIO C KaX 0l MUHyTOW. OH OBI ITpeAnoven HanaeHue, ObICTpyIo CXBaTKy. Terneps emy
XOTEJIOCh YUTH OTCIOfIA, U OBICTPO.

He pemasick CHoBa UMETBb JIEJIO C OMACHOU TPOIIOi, XbIOr0 3aIiara Imo pyciy ymesbs. OH Obut
HACTOJIbKO HAMPSIKEH, YTO IIard MOMUMO BOJIU MOTYYaIUCh 3arTyIIIEHHBIMMU.

3a TeMHOTOU pa3faJicsl JIau.

Xbioro nepeBén ayx. Cobaka, KOTopasi peciie/lyer, JaeT uHade. Y Hero Korja-To Obuia TOHYasl.
A 3TOT Jj1aii 3HAUMJ1, YTO KTO-TO 3allEN Ha NECHI0 TeppuTopuio. Tenepp Xbloro MpUIOMHUI, YTO /1Ba
C MOJIOBUHOM Iofja Ha3al B rocTsx y [loxaHa OH m1aaui orpoMHoro mactuda. BepostHo, ctapuk
U TIEC €IIE KUBHI. ..

— 31, ko uaet? — I'poMKuii, HO Topa3ao Oojiee MPUATHBIN roJIOC MPOPOKOTAI U3-3a OBOPOTA
KaHbOHA, U XbIOTO B3JIOXHYJI ¢ oOerdyenrem. Cefiuac OH CHOBA CTaHeT TOOphIM XbIOro, Oe30MacHbIM
HEYKJTIO)KMM XbIOr0, XbIOro-CKa304HUKOM M MUCCHOHEPOM. MOKHO OyIeT He MpUIITyIIaTh [Iary.

Ho nipesx/ie 4eM OTKPBITO BBIMTH B 3BE3JHO-JIYHHBIN CBET, CUIIb(U] MOCIAT OIUH TPEBOKHBIN
B3[JIsA] yepe3 1iedo. TaMm TEMHOM 3MEUKOM TSHYJIOCh KPUBOE JHO KaHbOHA IO/ TAKOH K€ W3BUBAIO-
merics nosnocout HeOa. Y 6osbliie HIYEero He ObUIO BUJIHO.
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Hepymukon, mecsn sZKaTBbl, HOUb 2—3

Backa Bomnuia B komHary. I1lanca He ObuIO.

«['me 310 OH MponagaeT? — u3ymMuIach OHa. — Yk He B Oefy i1 mornas?»

Oma 3axra cBeuy U 3a0pajiach Ha KpOBaTh, Pa3iokUB CBEPTOK C JOPOKHBIMU XjeOuamu. EE
¢rsira mouTH ormycrena, K 60bIIOMY BackuHOMY coajleHHIo: MecTHasi Boja o0Jiajjaia prUBKYCOM
MeTaJljia ¥ MUrMoBoro coka. Ha moourensi.

Uepes kakoe-To Bpems nokazasics v [lanc. OH npuOpEN MOHUKINH, YCTAIBIA U COBEPIIEHHO
pactepsiHbIit. Ho Backa Oblia pajga ero BUzIeTh.

— Xeii, — OKJIMKHYJIa OHa.

— IIpuser, — nomesenus yiamu, otBeTw lanc. M Backa cpa3y nmodyBcTBOBaja, 4To 3a TUM
«TIPUBET» TOCJeAyeT 4To-TO Oojiee Beckoe. UTO-TO, UTO el COBEpIIeHHO He moHpaBuTcs. CyrHUp
HUYEro He ymes ckpbiBath. Ho oH 1 He roBopui. [lay3a TsaHynacs.

— V MeHs ObUT BecEblid JIeHb, — yCMeXHYJIach Backa.

— Jla, o BaIei CThIUYKE yXkKe FOBOPAT BOBCIO. «DK30PLUUCT U UHKBU3UTOP» ... Ja TOJBKO BOT
ThI HE 9K30PLIUCT.

[anc, kotoporo Backa 3Hasia, HUKOraa Obl He MTPOU3HEC ObI MOCIIEAHION (Ppa3y C CepbE3HBIM,
a He KOMUYHBIM, JTMLIOM. OJHaKO UMEHHO 3TO OH U CAesall.

— Ia, moka, BO BCSIKOM cilyuyae, — y caMoi Backu efjBa XxBaraso TeprieHus NoLAepKUBaTh cap-
KaCTUYHBIHN TOH.

«Hy BbIKJ1a/IBIBal THI k€, UTO CIIyYHIIOCH ! »

— A TbI YeM 3aHuUMaJICs? — CIPOCKJIa OHa.

[Hanc nomymasn, nmopickai ria3amu, MoIeBesI yiiaMu U cesl. B cBere cBeun ero ocrpoyxas
TEHb PACIOJI3JIach JAJIEKO I10 CTEHE.

— B AnbcBaiope HaXomUTCsI OfJHA W3 KO MHKBU3UTOPOB, — MOJIOKIIT OH. [10 HEOOBIIHOM /17151
3TOTO CYIIECTBA PEIIMMOCTHU ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OH JIONTO HAOMPAJICS CMEJIOCTH, TTPEXIe YeM IPHATH
K Backe c¢ 3asaBieHueM.

— Ja, g 3Ha10. 1 4T0? — € HAIyCKHBIM MPOCTOAYIIMEM CIPOCUJIA OHA, JKeJasl 3aCTaBUTh €ro
cKazarb BCE, UTO OH y ce0sl TaM MPUTOTOBHIL.

— 4 Xouy craTth UHKBU3UTOPOM. JIaBHO, C AETCTBA.

Backa 3actbina, He toHecs xJeberr 10 ryd. OHa He OTphIBasiCh CMOTpeJIa B 3eJICHOBATHIE IJ1a3a
CYTHUPA, B KOTOPBIX OTpax)aJjcs CBEYHOW OTOHEK.

3abaBHble I71a3a. Beé-Takm ero paca oTMyasiach MbUIOM UM €CTECTBEHHBIM XKapOM 3MOLIUH,
u ceityac B ckpomHoM IIlaHce ropesn 3T0oT AyIlIeBHbII OTOHb.

Backa orBena r;a3za u HaKycuia xjeoe.

— Hy Tak craHOBHCB, 4ero, — C HAOMTBIM PTOM MPOOyOHMIIA OHA. — OT MEHSI-TO ThI YeTO XOUeIllh?
BnarocnoBenus?

[Manc Txo B3AOXHYN ¢ obneryeHreM, U Backa Kpaewm r71a3a mpojoiikana CJIeAUTh 32 HUM.
OHM nyTenecTBOBAIM BMECTE C TPY HEAEIH, 3TO HE JEJIaJI0 MX BEUHO MPUBS3AHHBIMU JIPYT K JIPYTY.
[Touemy sxe Torma Takoe uyBcTBO, 4to Illanc nemaer uro-to mpecrymHoe, yxonsi? [Touemy Backa
JyMaja O CyrHUpE, pa3MBbIILUIsAs O BCTymyieHnd B [wibanio? Bo3MoxHO, W3-3a 9TOM MOTpsicaronieit
COBMECTUMOCTH XapaKTepoB, MoxyMasia oHa. Eil Hy)kHO Ge3rpaHnvHO KoMaHJoBath, IllaHc Moxer
MPEKPACHO MOTYUHSATHCS.

W1 Backa neficTBUTENBHO HE 3Haja, CTOUT JIM € YyBCTBOBATh CeOs PEeIaHHOM, €CIi U3 BCeX
NpUYMH MOKUHYTH e€ [1lanc BbIOpan IMEHHO JOPOTY MHKBU3HUTOPA.

ITO MOXBAJIBHO Bellb, cpakarbcs ¢ IpeBHUM 3710M. MOXHO NMOEPHUYATH HA TEMY LIEPKOBHbIX
MIOBOJIKOB, HO BE/Ib JAJIEKO HE BCE MHKBU3UTOPHI NPsIMO nogunHsoTcs THopuyMy. Hekotopble u3 Hux
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MPOCTO CTPAHCTBYIOT, YHUYTOXAasi MOHCTPOB Be3Jie, Ile HaiayT. M OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX — YYJIO0-
BUIIHO JI00pOIETebHbIE JIIO/IH.

Backa Bcriomnamiia Mapy ¢ e€ peuamu 1 nomotana rosioBoid. Eil He XoTesnoch pemarb BOIPOCh
Mopanu. SIcHO ObUIO OOHO. DK30PUUCTHI, MHKBU3UTOPHI, ToproBast ['wiipaus... Bce AOpOrH BeH
B AJIbCBAJIOP.
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Karakuon, mecsiny 2ZKatBbl, 3

depxapan He ObUT OOJBIIMM TOPOIOM, HO OTHUM M3 KpyNHEHIMX B 3Toi yactu Caxacana.
XBIOTO MPOIIEN ykKe CTOBKO KPOXOTHBIX CEJICHBUII, YTO OTBBIK OT BUJIA BHICOKMX JIOMOB M OKUBJIEH-
HBIX ynul. JKutenu 37ech He COApOraauch Mpu BUJe He3HakoMua. 1 He TAHYJIUCh K OpYyXKHUIO.

Me:x 1OMOB MOBCIOAY BUCEJTH I'YCThIE OXAITKM LIBETHBIX JIOCKYTOB, BBIKKEHHBIX COIHIEM. bia-
rofapsi STOMy IOJIOry MOKHO ObLI0 OponuTh 1o Pepxapany yacaMu M He yIacTb B OOMOPOK OT COJI-
HEYHOTO yAapa. XbIoro OMmyCTHJI JIIOOMMBIN IIapd € JUIa U pacCTerHyl BOPOTHUK. [IpImarh cpasy
CTaJIo JIer4ye U BeceJee.

Io ynoukam Oerana peOATHs, HA TUIOMAAN Y KOJOIIA TOJIMMINCH KEHIIUHbL. OHM Hamos-
HsUM BEZIpa 1 OONTANH, HE Criela pacXoquThesi. BOKpyr Bombl Beeraa OblIo OOJIbIIe BCEro OXKHUBIIE-
Husl. Xploro 3ame i mar. OH CIIMIIKOM IUIOXO 3HaJI MECTHOE Hapeule, HO eMy HpaBWJIOCh CMOT-
PETh Ha CMEIOIMXCS IeByILeK. [IeByliek HelocTaBaso B MyCThIHAX, 3TO TOYHO. Pasdymeercs, um tam
U Jlenath-To Hevuero. Ho cBsAThIe 3BepH, Kak ke OpOi He XBaTajlo TaM UX YJIBIOOK !

OpnHa ero 3ameTusia, KOPOTKO YJIBIOHY/IACh U TYT Ke CIIpSITasa JIMIO. XbIOTO BECEJIO MoKaval
TOJIOBOM 1 TIOIOLIEN K KOJIOJLLY.

Boma, 6ecrutatHas Boga.

Kononer 6b11 320paH yacToil pemeTKoi, 4ToObl TyJa HUYTO He MOIJIO MpoBauThesi. Heynu-
BUTEJILHO, 3/1eCh B TIOMCKaX BOJbI KOMATh MPUXOAUTCS CIUIIKOM ITyOoKo. Jlaxke BbIeMKa /sl Belipa
cOOKy, 32 KOBaHOM JBepLIeil. XbIOro HeBeceao MPOBEN MO Hel nmasiblieM. BoT opHamMeHT, BOT pyyka,
a BOT KOJIBLIO JUIS1 3aMKa. XOpolllee HalTOMUHAaHKUe O ToM, 4To B Caxacajie Hapojly He IPUHAJIEKUT
Huuero. Kaxapiii KaMeHb, KaIylo KaruTio BOIBI BOJIEH KOHTPOJIUPOBATh KTO-TO, EPECUNTHIBAIOIIUI
30JI0ThIe KBaHTaThl. M1 oTOMpaTh, €civ HAaCTymaeT ux Bojsl. VI majgaer 1ieHa Ha KaTaky.

Her, Bcé-Taku, 310 HeBeposITHO. becnaammuas éooa.

Xosoz 00MBUT ero 3aBETPEHHOE JIMIIO U cTeKal 1o mee. [IpustHoe yyBcTBO. [IeBYIIKM CHOBA
3aXUXUKAIA. XbIOTO BECEJIO MOCMOTPES Ha HUX, IOAMUTHYJI U XOTEJN MOJOUTH.

Korna crpanHble 3ByKH pa3Iavch U3 COCEHEro KBapTaja.

Heckomnbko pa3 Ouid B TOHT, MOTOM Pa3fajioch 9XO CYXOro BU3IVIMBOTrO Tosoca. KeHIIMHbI
MIPUTHXJTA U CTAJIY TIOCTETIEHHO pa3oupaThb BEAPA. XbIOTO C JTOOOMBITCTBOM MOAHSIT OpoBH. OH MOMIET
Ha rosioc. Cyzs 1o 3amnaxy, OH MpUOIMKaJICs K PhIHKY.

OH He ommbOcs. KpacHokaMeHHbIe JoMa BHOBb PACCTYIMJIHMCh, TPHUIJIAIAsT €r0 HA HIMPOKYIO
rtontaab. TOproBieB mouemy-Tto ObUIO MaJlo, MOJIOBHMHA JIOTKOB ITyCTOBAJIO. 3aTO HAPOAY CTOJNITH-
JIOCh IOCTaTOYHO. Bce cMoTpeny Ha iepeBsSHHbBIA TOMOCT. XbIOTO TOXe MOCMOTPENT — U ero YJIbIOKa
MI'HOBEHHO MCUe3JIa, a IJla3a MPayHo MOraciy.

Mortozioro yenoBeka BOJOKIM BBepX. OH OblI pasaer mo nosic, sBHo Out. Cyns mo teny —
HIaXTEP WM Ky3Hel. TOYHO He HaéMHHUK, Mo He To. Ho cusbHBI.

HenocraroyHo.

BusrnuBelii rosioc Hepa30OPYMBO 3aYMTHIBAI MPUTOBOP M OOBHMHEHMSI B IOKYCHTEIbCTBE
Ha YbI0-TO COOCTBEHHOCH, MapeHb Kpuyvai U ynupaics. Ero B ueTbipe pyKH Talid K OrPOMHOMY
KOJIeCy Ha TOMOCTE, a TaM yske ObUIM TOTOBBI M BEPEBKM, M Majiay ¢ HIMIACTON manuieil. B tonme
CIIBIIIIAJIMCH B3[IOXHU, PyTaHb M Jaxe cMeX. OOpeuE€HHOro KTO-TO pyraj, a KTO-TO 3aIlUIIal 1 OIpaB-
IbIBAJ — HO BCE O€3 TOJKY, MPOOUTHCS Ha TIOMOCT Yepe3 Obl4ap-OXpaHHUKOB ObLIIO HUKOMY HE IO
cuny. Ho HUKOMY, B 00I1IeM-TO, ¥ B TOJIOBY 3TO He Tpuxorio. M XpIoro Toxe CTOsII, XOJIOTHO TSI
Ha CLIEHY.

— Kowner; OnoBssHHOMY, Xa-Xa, — pa3gajioch psaoM. — Bcé-Taku 3a Hero He 3ariatwim. A Kakue
pyku ObuH!

XbIOro MOMOPIIMJICS U pa3BepHYJICs. EMy 3aX0Tenoch yWTH U3 ropoja Kak MOXKHO CKOpeEe.
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Crpactu Ha crieHe HaOupamu cwiry. KOHomy npuBssaiu. OH ObLT HACTOMBKO OJIETHBIA, YTO
3T0 Opocaoch B Ila3a Jake 3a CosMU 3arapa ¥ rpsi3u. OH Bce eme MbITaicsl BIPBAThCs, XOTs,
KakeTcs, ObLT OTM30K K 00MOpOKY. [anaun pasroBapuBayiu. HakoHell oMyuH U3 HUX HEPAJOCTHO OTED
HOC ¥ B3s1JICS 32 IPOOUJIKY.

XpIoro HabMpaJ miar, MeAJIeHHO, HO YITPSIMO MPOOMBASICh CKBO3b BOIOIIYIO OT SMOIMIA TOJITY.

3a ero CrvHOM Ha JaJI€KOM MOMOCTE Majiay MpUMEPSUICS K MEPBOM KOCTU, KOTOPYIO eMy Mpe/-
CTOSIJIO pa3MO3KUTh. [OMHSIT MHCTPYMEHT, 3aMaxHYyJICS.

N Bapyr nouemy-To ymnasn.

XBIOTO HUYETO HE YCIIBIIIAT — M He XOTeJI CIBIIIATh, HO HEOKUIAHHO BO3HUKINIAS TUILTMHA UCITY-
raja ero OoJbllle, YeM OXujaeMble KpUKU 601. OH MOMEHTAJIbHO pa3BepHYJICS, MBITAsCh ONpejie-
JIUTh UCTOYHMK BHE3AITHO HAXJIBIHYBILETO YyBCTBA OMacHOCTU. ToJma ryaena, u3yMiisiiach, MojcKa-
KkuBaja. Huyero Hemb3st ObUIO MOHATh. XMYpsCh, XbIOTO CTaJl MEAJIEHHO MPHOIMKATHCS OOPAaTHO
K amadoty. /laBka ycuiuBaiach, IpUXOAUIIOCH C CUJION OTOIBUTATH JIIOJEH C MyTH.

[Manay mpocro ymas, He W3aB HU E€JUHOTO 3BYKa, KOJOTYIIKA TPOXHYyJach psjoM. [lape-
HEK OOJMBAJICS TIOTOM, IJIS/IsI HA HETO OrPOMHBIMH Tnazamu. M3 ry0 jiearnero BhIIION3Ia MajleHb-
Kasl CTpyHKa KpoBU. XbIOTro MpucaymuBaiics. Tonma Kpuyana, BOCKJIUIAA, CTPAKHUKU TPEMEJIH. . .
HO 3TO BCE HE TO, ITO BCE OH MBITAICA OTCEATh. A BOT U TO, OT YEro €ro Tak nepenepuysio. Hag Bcemu
STUMHU 3BYKaMU TIOBTOPHO Pa3/ajicsl eBa pa3InuMMblidl CBHCT.

OH Oyaro mén mpssMo M3 BO3/yXa, HAJl IUIOMIA/AbI0. XbIOTO OCTAHOBWJICS IIArax B JECSATH
OT [OMOCTa, TBEPIO PELIMB HE UATH JIAJIbIIIE.

W3 110’k1HBI OX paHHUKOB TPOE MEIEHHO MOBAIMIUCH HA 3€MITIO.

OcraJyibHble HaYaIM MAHUKOBATh, TOJIKATh JIOACH BOKPYT, OelieHo orsapBarbces. OHU TbITa-
JIUCh YKPBITBCSI MIMTAMHU OT HEBHIVMBIX CMEPTOHOCHBIX 3apsaoB. Torga Kaxylmasicsi HUILIEHKA
U3 TOJITIBI MOAICKOYMJIA K OMHOMY M HEBEPOSITHO M3SIIIHBIM JBIKEHHEM 3arHajia YyTo-TO TOJ I0CTeX.
Boerr B3peBen u notepsisl paBHOBecHe. BBIXBaTUB ero ke Med u3-3a mnosica, (purypka KpyTaHysach
Y CcHeclia emMy rosioBy. E€ Henb3st ObL10 pasryisiieThb MO/ BHIIBETIIIMM MOKPHIBAJIOM, CITYKUBIIIUM ILIa-
mom. Korza oHa aBuranack, TKaHb He ClieTaia C TOJIOBBL.

Yro-T0 mMOXO)Kee MPOUCXOAWIO TMOOHasb, Iie J1Boe (PUTYp B JIOXMOTBSIX B3SUIM IITYPMOM
nomoct. K HIM yxke mpopbiBaIuch HOBBIE CTPAKHUKH C Kpas IUIomaau. B tonme Havanoch HEBOOO-
pasumoe. OBaiun, cMech BOCTOpra 1 yXaca, KpUKY ¥ yTIOTIOKaHbSI.

XBIOTO OTJISIABIBAI KPBILITH OMMKANIIMX TIOCTPOEK, Uil CTpeJiKa ¢ ApoTrkaMu. OH ero He yBU-
e, HO TIPUMEPHO cOO0pa3uJI, OTKYJa HYKHO CTpesisATh. VI cABUHYJICS 32 YKpPBITHE — HY TaK, Ha BCSI-
KUH CITyyvait.

— Jla cnenaiite e yro-HuOyab! [Mormumure crioma TpeTuil oTpsa! — mpopepeso npsamo y Xbioro
HaJl YXOM, U TSDKEJIO BOOPYKEHHBIM BOWH, IpeMsl JIOCIEXaMH, YCTPEMIICS uepe3 Oypisiiyio IIo-
maab. 3a HUM MOTSHYJMCH MOAYMHEHHBIE, KTO-TO HATSATHBAI IIIJIEM Ha XOLy.

B kakoi-To0 MOMEHT CTaJjio Ka3aThCs, UTo 1ieJiast opaBa JiioJen y smadora npeBparuiach B BOC-
CTaBIIMX yOouiIl. Bee ObUTH 01eTHI OIMHAKOBO, ¥ BCE TOJIKAIUCH M Kpruaiu. [lapy pa3 Xbioro ciblmat
CBUCT CMEPTOHOCHBIX APOTHKOB — 3BYK, KOTOPBIF ThI CO BpEMEHEM HayUHIIbCS U3BJIEKATh U3 JII0OOTO
IIyMa, €CJI X0uellb KuTb. CTpasku 00e3yMesH 1 B TIaHUKE OCHINANIM yaapamMu Beex noapsia. U naxe
XbIOTO HE cpa3y cooOpa3wi, YTO CMEPTOHOCHBIX (PUrYp Kak ObLIO, TaK M OCTaBaJOCh BCErO TPOE.
OpnHa MenbKHYJIa ¥ MCue3Nia U3 BUY, BTOpast MPOAOIKaJIa JIMXO CPaXaThCsl BIAJH, & TPETHS. ..

TpeThs necuaHoi maHTepo BCIPHIrHy/Ia Ha 31adoT, OKOHYATETbHO JOOUB Majlavya 1 YyeJoBeKa
C BU3KAIIMM I'OJIOCOM, 3aTeM YXBaTHJIACh Ha KAHATHI M BCKapaOKaJiach i€ BhIIIe — Ha IIECT C BBICOKO
TIOJTHATBHIM BTOPBIM KOJIECOM, TOKa3aTeJIbHBIM. Yceaach Ha Hero, 0oitas HoramMu. A TOTOM, KOraa
HECKOJIbKO CTpeJI MPOJIETENT MUMO M BHE3AITHO MTPEKPATHIIUCh, TPUHSIACH XOXOTATh.

370 BBI3BAIO Napanu3yomuil 3¢pgekT. [Jaxke Ha MIOMAIN Clerka 3aTUXJIM — KeM Obl YeIOBEK
B TpsANKax He ObLI, OH 3aBJajes cuTyanuen. Vi oHa — Henb3st ObUIO pasmisiieTh HU T0J1a, HA Pachl,
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HY TJ1a3 HapymmTesns. JJaxe rojoc Mor npuHaiexars yeMy yrogHo. O4eBUIHO JIUIb, YTO OHO OBLIO
MOJIOHO ¥ CHJIBHO. Y JIUIIIEHO COMHEHMI, KaKOH OBl HY ObLIA LIETD.

— IIpuBet BonbHBIM xkuTeNsIM Pepxapanal — MPOKPUYAIIO CYIIECTBO C BHICOTHI, CHOBA 3aJIMBa-
sich XOXOTOM. — Pabckue nymm! He xBatuiio 3aruiatuth 3a cBoero!.. xpeOrta y Bac He xBatuiio! Hy,
Tak OyHeT Halll TeTepb. ..

XpIOTO BHUMATEIBHO BIVISIIBIBAJICS, THITASICh 3aMETUTh XOTh YTO-TO HOBOE — IO JIBMKEHUSM,
o ciioBam. EMy He HpaBWJIOCh BUZIETH BEIIM U HE TIOHUMATh, YTO MPOUCXOOUT. EMy He HpaBHIOCH
BUJIETh CUJIbHBIX JIIOJICH Y HE MIOHUMATh, OTKYJa OHHU B3SLTHC.

durypa nopHstack. OHa He ObUTa 0cO00 KPYyITHOU WK penbedpHoin. Ho ocanka BHyIaia yBa-
keHue. B 3TUX 3eMJIIX HACTOJIBKO MpsMasi OCaHKa MOTJIa BHYIIATh JJaKe CTPax.

— Byapre cyacmiuBbl, kutenud BojbHOro ®epxapanal.. — npokpuyaio cymiectBo. OHO yxe
HE CMEesIOCh, 30pKO BBIIVIS/BIBAS YTO-TO B TONE. — B cienqyronmii pa3 Mel He IpUAEM. A MOXET,
Y IIPUJIEM, KTO 3HaeT!

B nocneamii pa3 X0XOTHYB, OHO SICTPEOOM CIIETENIO 10 MIECTY ¥ PACTBOPHIIOCH B TOJITIE B OJHO
mMrHoseHue. [locnenHee, 4to Buiesl Xbloro — KPUBYIO 3BEPUHYIO YCMEIIKY, MPHUCYIIYIO WM CEPOKO-
kel pace, WM TMepeXUBIIMM. Bripouem, Tak MOIJIM YXMBUISITBCSI U HEKOTOPBIE JIIO/IH.

Ha mnomanu crasno MeHblie mozaei. Tesa OXpaHHUKOB JIeKaJH B MBI, XOTSI KPOBH ObLJIO OYEHb
Mato. TosbKO ¢ 00€3171aBIEHHOrO HATEKJIO, ¥ er0 OOXOIVIIM CTOPOHOM. A, BIIPOYEM, CJIOKHO CKa3aTh,
KOTJa BCS IUJIONIAb BBIMOIIIEHA KPACHBIM KaMHeM... KaMHeM, KOTopblii 100bIBaloT BO Bcém Caxa-
cajie, He TIOKJ1aiasi pyK, HO KTO U3 CaxacasiblieB MOXET Ha3BaTh €ro CBOMM?

A meHHMK OeccrieJHO ucye3. Xbloro He BUMEN, YTOOBl €r0 OTBS3BIBATIM WM YBOIWJIH, XOTS
cTapaJicsl CJIeITh 32 BCEM OYEHb BHUMATEJIBHO. YIIEpKUBAIOIIHE er0 BEpEBKH, pa30pBaHHbIE, Kavya-
JIMCh Ha KoJIece.

Haxkonen-to momane ouenuina apmus. ['yIkuil KOMaHAHBIA TOJ0C OTAABAT PACIOPSKEHUS,
BCIOIly CYETUJIUCh COJI/IAThI, BHIMCKUBAS UCUE3HYBIIME TeHH. Kutenu pazopenanuch, TPOMKO JIeIsCh
BIIEUYATJICHUSIMH, Ha BCEX KOHI[AX TUIOMIAN X OCMATPUBAIIH, TIepe]] TeM KaK MPOITyCTUTb.

— 3akphiTh TOpof! YcTpouTh 00NaBy Ha HUIIUK KBapTai... 3aaepKarh U JOMPANIMBATh BCEX
HeMecTHBIX! S He 3Hal0, CKOJIBKO JiepbMa Bbl BHIOBETE M3 3TOTrO FOpOAa, 51 XOUy 3HaTh, YTO ITO, MATh
Bes3nnbl, ObuT0!.. S XOUy 3THX IIyTOB 3aBTpa Ha BHcenuie! !

3ano3aasno npuoObIBIIIast BIACTh IPOXOTAJIA, OTJaBast PACOPSKEHH s, COBEPILIEHHO HE COOTBET-
CBOBaBIIKE MpeAnouTeHusiM Xbioro. [103ToMy OH cesan HeCKOIBKO IaroB MOJ TeH! SIPKOTO JIOC-
KyTHOTO TI0JI0Ta, PTYTHO CBEPKHYJI IIa3aMHU U, MOJ0OHO HEAaBHUM TAaMHCTBEHHBIM OyHTapsiM, pac-
TBOPUJICS B TEHH.
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HepymukoHn, 1ens sKaTBbl, 4

Bpemsa nmyremectsus o cronmuel Backa pactarumeana, Kak TOJBKO MOIVIA. B KOHIIE KOH-
IIOB Cepble CTEHBI C Pe3HBIMM OAlTHSAMM BBIHBIPHYJIM M3-32 IIBETYIIMX XOJMOB, a Backa emg Tak
Y He pellnia, 4yTo JejaTh co cBoel ku3Hbio. [laHc cTaHoBWIICA cyacTivBee ¢ KaJ0M MPOMIEHHOM
BepcToil, a Backa — 3agymunBee.

«Wapa, Paznom tebe B 3agamiry! M3-3a e€ cI0B MHE IEHCTBUTEILHO MOXET MPUITH B TOJIOBY
CTaTh SK30PLUCTOM. . .»

Oma He X0Tesa 3TOro, He XOTesIa MPUBS3BIBATH Ce0sI K KAKOK-TO (PpaKkIy UM 3aHAMATh JI0JTK-
HOCTb, TJIe ¢ He€ MOryT 4To-To noTpedoBath. Ho syume m GeccmbicineHHas padora Ha [wibamio?
I'ne-to B nyme Backa 3Hasia OTBET, U €l OH COBEPIIIEHHO HE HPaBUJICSI.

ITO CKOBBIBAIOIIIEE, JIMITKOE OILYIIIEHHE, YTO YTO ObI TH TaM HE lyMaJl, 2 BCE paBHO MOCTYITHIIb
ornpezenéHHpIM 06pa3om. Hep3upas Ha paccykaeHus, IPUOPUTETH U CYTHUPCKHE HACMEIIIKH.

«51 mMpocTOo X04y c/ienaTh YTo-TO AOCTOMHOE CO CBOEH JKU3HBIO.»

Heysxenn MHKBU3MINIKA HE Bpajia, M Ha CBETE eCMb MECTO, IJie TIePeKHBIIMX BCTpevalnT Oe3
npe3peHus M cTpaxa B rmazax? Ecmum rae-To nopoOHbIe ei cyliecTBa cOUBAIOTCS BMECTE, €CITH 3TO
MPOMCXOIUT TaK Onu3Ko... Kro Backa Takasi, 4To0bI OCTaThCsl B CTOPOHE?

Backa B3/10xHyJ1a, KOrjja Ha HE€ yrnajia TeHb MAaCCUBHBIX CTOJIMUHBIX BOPOT. Bpems npuHuMars
pewenue. Kakoe TaMm, OHO Befib yke IPUHATO. ..

[anc n3ymMIEHHO NMOMIAABIBAI HA €€ U3MYYEHHOE COMHEHUAMU JIALIO.

— He xouerip i1 Thl ¥ caMa MOCTYNUTb B UHKBU3UTOPCKYIO KOy ?

— CmenHee Beero, — XMbIKHY/Ia Backa. — Uto Tel moutu yrazgas.
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Karakuon, nenb mecsina 2Katsbl, 10

Kamnu. Cepple kKaMHH. XbIOTO OpOCHIT PIOK3aK U Oekasl Kak CyMaclIeANIHid, a 1o cKajlaM U3-
TI071 €r0 HOT' CTPYSIMHU OCBINAJIMCh MEJIKUE CEepble KaMEIKH.

Hakonerr oH BckapaOKaJicst Ha BRITUPAOIIUH yTEC 1 3atamics. [IpeciegoBareniv JOIKHBL ObUTH
MIPOUTH IO HU3Y, MEX/1y CKaJl, M HE 3aMETHUTh ero. XoTs B yIie XbIoro yke MpHHUMAJ Hen30e:KHOe.
Ero uckanu, oH gan oOHapykuTh ce0s1, U IPATaThCs 31eCh ObUIO HEerJIe.

KopanoBslil paccBeT mpoTekan MexIay CKajl, HO TyMaHa He Ob110. CKpBITh CHITh(UIa OpasTuch
TOJIBKO XOJIOIHBIE cepble KaMHU. OT 03H00a y XbIOr0 HAUMHAJIMA CTy4aTh 3yObl.

— Bpuiesait, TeGe Oosnblile HEKyga MATH. XBaTUT MPSATAThCs. Thl jKe 3HAEIllb, YTO Mbl UAEM
10 TBOUM cJiefiaM, CUJib!

«JlepbMO», — TPYCTHO MOgyMas XbIOro.

OcraBajioch Majio BBIXOJOB. BparoB Ob10 MHOTO, OKOJIO jiecsiTKa. KTo-HHOYaH» Gonee oTBax-
HBII Ha ero MecTe puHYJICs Obl B Oe3HaAEkHbIN 60i1. KTo-HMOYIb, MOXeT, naxke Obl oOeqi. Ho Bot
OJIVH TIeYaUTbHBIN (PakT 0 XbIOro: OH ObUT HE HACTOILKO CyMacOPOIHBIM.

Tak 4TO, MOXOXE, €ro UCTOpUs NMoAXOoAWIa K KOHIy. OH IMPOCTO HE MOI' BEYHO INPOAOJIKATh
Oerartb u psTathes. Heysxemu [xxoxan Beé-Taku caai ero? Vi 3To OH cam HaBJIEK MOTOHIO, TTOSIBUB-
ek B ropoae? Berpeda ¢ Hen3BecTHOM (pUIypo elli€é B TOM KaHbOHE T'pbI3/ia U IpbI3/ia ero. Xors
OH OB BABOWMHE OCTOPOXHEE C TeX MOp, HO KTO-TO ero BCE-Taku Bhicieawt. He 3psi, oX He 3ps OH
B y)Kace mapy HOYel Ha3a/l YBUJIEN, KaK ero cuacTIMBasi 3Be3/1a COpBaiach ¢ Heoa.

— HepuHckuii mc, ecm Thl AyMall, YTO HUKTO He rmocjenyeT 3a ToOow B Caxacall, TH eImé
rynee, 4eM Mbl JyManu!

Ha 3Has oH BcE. Bce Tpu roma, 4to oH «MHUCCHOHEpCTBOBa» B Caxacasie, XblOro HOCHJICS
OT TIOTOHM. 3aueM Jpa3HuTh ero? Beap 3TH MOCTOSHHBIC MepeOekKH, BeCh ITOT MUCCUOHEPCKUI
dapc. .. [Jaxe BHEIIHUI MOHCTpP OBI IOTaIaJICsl, YTO BCE 3TO — 4TOOBI 3amecTH ciiefpl. OHU B Kypce,
910 XBIOTO OT HUX Oeraer.

— Tam Tapa-taaam, — c3aau pa3Aajcs ToJIOC OIHOTO M3 YOWiill, 1 XbIOro MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK
pyuent nota crekaer 3a muBopoT. [lemryok 3arBopa. Ero Hamumm.

— Mapp Xrbloro-Oerzer, BaM HpeIbsBIsSETCS MHOXECTBO OOBMHeHHMI! YOuiicTBa, moacrpe-
KaTeJIbCTBO, TOProBJIsl CeKpeTHOW MHGOpMaIMel 1 BOPOBCTBO TailH HEBEPOSTHON BaXHOCTU... —
HACMEIIUTUBO TOBOPUJI Y€JIOBEK 3a CIIMHOW M XBbIOTO, MOAHSB 00€ PyKH, MEUICHHO Pa3BEepHYJICS. —
O Hounoii ['onerr, MmHe aOCOMIOTHO Oe3pa3IMyHO, HO ThI XOThb MPECTABIISACIIb, CKO1bKO OHA TOTOBBI
3aIJIaTUTh 32 TBOIO FOJIOBY?

XBIOTO XOTeJ XOTs1 Obl BU/IETD IV1a3a TOTO THUIA, YTO BCAJUT MEJIKYI0 HEPYMHYIO JpoOb B €ro
rosioBy. KpoBu OyzneT MHOTO, 1. .. DTO ObUT MPOCTOM YEJIOBEK, CKOpEe BCETO Jake He MepeKUBIIHIL.
[Momymath TOJBKO, MOCTIe BCEX €ro MPUKIIIOUSHUM, OBITh YOUTBIM OOBIYHBIM HAEMHUKOM. . .

OH cynopoxHo cooOpaxain. Her. He momyunrcs. I[Ipocto, HecMOTpst HA MHOTOJIETHHE YXMUIII-
peHus U yznady, ObIBaIOT TaKMe CUTYalluH, 4To He yoexars. Ho Benp... Bcerma nomyvanocs?.. Kak-
Oblid pa3 1O cero MoMeHTa. KTo-To WM 4To-TO MPUXOOWIIO Ha MOMOIIb. XbIOTO HE MOT HE TyMaTb
O TUICHHHUKE, KOTOPOTO BBIKPAJIM C KoJieca MOCPEAr BEJMKOJIEITHO OXpaHseMol ruiomagu. EMy Obl
ceiiyac Takoe mpuroamiock. Ho 371ech, B 9TUX 3aCHINAHHBIX MECKOM JEOPSIX, B )KAPKOM M BETPSHOM
HErOCTeNPUMMHOM Kpaio 0e3 BOIbl, y HEro He ObUIO HY €IMHOTO HAacTOosIero Apyra. CIUIITKOM MHOTO
3HAKOMCTB, HO HUKOTO, KTO COTJIaCHJICS Obl CpakaThcs 3a Hero. Bee octanuck Tam, B 3e1€EHOM MUpE. . .
MEPTBBIE B OCHOBHOM. A BOT JIOJITY HAILUIX €I0.

— [pusrens, ectb cnocod 0OCYAUTh ITO Pa3yMHO, — IPOTUB BOJIM PACTSHYJICS B YJIBIOKE pOT
Xpioro. OH BHIIIEBBIBAN IIAOTOHHBIE (Ppa3bl, COBEPIIEHHO HE JICHCTBYIOIIME B TAKUX CHUTYallUsIX.
OnHAaKO MMEHHO SI3BIK TaK YacTO BhIpydYasl XblOro B 0e3HaJEKHBIX 00cTosITeNbCTBaX. CBETIO-Ccephle
ryOBl, pacTpecKaBIIMecst OT CYXOro BO3[yXa, MOKa3aauch U3-moj mapda.
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Haémuuk rmokayas roiaoBoit.

— Tw1 B nepbme, cunbdun. U octpoymue Teds ceituac He CriaceT.

— Jlenbru?

HaémHuk XMBIKHYJ ¥ IOBEN roioBoid. OcTalIbHbIE eIE PhICKAIM BHU3Y, HE JI0Ta/IbIBAsICh MO/~
HATb ToJIoBYy. CyJisl IO TOMY, YTO MY:KYMHA HE CIEIWI 3BaTh MpUsITEIel, OH PACCUMTHIBAI MOTYYUTh
BCIO Harpaay oauH. Ha 3ToM MOXHO ChIrparth.

— He nibiTaiics. Y Te0s HeT HU KBaHTATa, JIMCAPA.

— Ckomnbko 1e0s1 Ob1 yerpomio? JlecaTh Thicsia? — He caaBajicsi XbIoro.

HaéMHUK XMBIKHYII.

— Ecnu To1 yOBE1IH MeHs1, cKombKo Tede BbiaensaT? Tpu-uetsipe, He Oosnbiie. Ecnu n36aBuibes
OT APYXKKOB IO MyTH, TO MOJYYHIIIb. .. HE 3HAIO, ISATHAAIATh?

CtBoN camocTpena B ynop npudmmsmics K Xpioro. OH MOHUMAJ, 4To He cpaboTaeTr, HO SI3bIK
OTKa3bIBAJICS] MOTYATh.

XoTs OBl Tiepe/i CMEPTHIO TIepecTaTh I0JIUTh W BHICKAJIb3bIBaTh. [1yTaTh 1 BpaTh. HeBO3MOKHO.
XbIoro Tipe3upa ceds B MoceJHIe MOMEHTHI repe]] cMepThio. [TOHSB, UTO OT 3TOro He N30ABUTHCS,
OH TIO3BOJIMJT SI3BIKY TTPOJIOIKATb.

— Xa! JIBaaniath ThICSY HAJTMIHBIMU MOTJIA ObI UCTIPABUTH MOJIOKEHHE, J1a?

— Tet 3a upuora MeHs aepxkwuiib? [la Oyab y Te0st ¢ coOOM XOTh CTO THICSY, Thl JyMaelllb, 5
npenam Kpacroca? [poiaiics ¢ &u3HbI0, CUIIb(, 51 HE TOPOILTIOCHh PUCKOBATh CBOEH.

OH NOAHSA CTBOJ U ICCTBUTENILHO TTPUTOTOBUJICS] BBICTPEJIUTD.

XbIOTO, 9yBCTBYS, KaK CTPaX JUMKUMH OOBSITUSIMH CKUMAET Pa3yM, eIlle BbIllle BCKUHYJ PYKU.

— Her! Her, norogu, apyr. Tel He Xouenb MeHs1 youBaTh. 51 TeOe HyxkeH, ...

Hwuuero myTHOro He 1uio B rojioBy. B 3T0T pa3 neiicTBuTenbHO HeT Hajexabl. Hukak. BooOie.

«Her, ner-ner-Her! Ox, JlyHHblii 3Bepb, noxanyicral» — B3MOIWJICS OH B OTYAsTHUM U CTal
eIé MpoTUBHee caMomy ceoe.

— 3arkHu nacth, Jluc. Vinu Tel fymaeliib, 4To sl He 3Hal0, KTO Thl? — OTEPsI TepIieHre HAaéMHUK.
OH THIKaJT CTBOJIOM XBIOTO B TPY/lb, ¥ TOT C YAMBIICHUEM OOHAPYKHJI B TOM HOBYIO BOBMOKHOCTb.

— ThI mymaeriib, s1 He HACJIBINIAH O TBOMX IMPOJIENIKAaX M BBIXOAKAX? — HE YHUMAJICS youuIa. —
Ilymaeliib, s1 He 3Hal0, Ha K020 Thl TOJAMM TaK ycrentHo oxotuwics B Hepune?.. nu kak Thl 3aroBa-
puBaJT 3yObl MTHKBU3UTOPAM U KPUMHUHAIBHBIM TUTAHTaM ?

«Hy, ¢ ruranTamMu THI IBHO MTPEyBEIUIUIT», — MOAyMaJl Xbioro. PermyTaiyst pocia y Hero 3a criu-
HOM, a OH M He 3Hal. [la u kimuka sta, «HepuHckuit nmc» ... Uro-to HOBeHbKOe. MHTEpecHo,
HACKOJIbKO BBICOKOTO MHEHHMSI O HEM ITOT uesioBek ? boutcst i oH ero? YBaxkaer? XoueT Jid MoKpa-
COBaThCs, TIPEXK/IE YeM YOUTh?

Hcnonps30Bark, UCHONB30BaTh, BCE 3TO HYKHO KCIOIb30BATD.

— K0 e Tl cam Tako#? — BRIKMHYJ XbIOTO. — BpOocIt cBoMX napHei BHU3Y, YTOObI B35ITh MEHS
B OJIMHOYECTBE, HECMOTPSI HA MOM CTPAIITHbIE TUTYJIbI?

— A — TOT, OT UbLH PyKM yMUpPaeT Xbioro [ eprKo, — BbIIABUII CKBO3b 3yObl OaHIUT. — HepuH-
ckuil OxotHuK U benas Jluca Caxacana.

XblOro mevyasbHO ycMexHyscs. Kak ero Tonbko He Ha3blBaM TMOCe TPEXJIETHEH OeroTHU
IO MIECKAM.

PaccBer pasropaiics.

— Sl mpocTo MUCCHOHEp ¢ OUeHb TIOXOM yaauel, — OH pa3Bén pykamu. — Bpsin i mapp Kpacroc
oOpaTHT Ha TeOs1 BHUMAHUE 3a 3TO YOUICTBO!

— 3aTKHUCH! — HAEMHUK BCKUHYJICSI, HO MOKA He CTpeJsisil. XbIOro MeJICHHO OKUBAJI, OMSTh
MOIXBAaYEHHBIN HAIEXK TOM.

['maBHOE — HE MepeCOPIIUTS.
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— 41 Hu Ha cekyHy He 3a0bIBaI0 O TOM, KTO Thl, [€pruko XbI0ro, — yXMbUIbHYJICS HAEMHUK. —
Moskenib BUIATh Aypaka CKOJIbKO TeOe HpaBUTCS, HO sl HE HACTOJMIBKO IJTyII, YTOOBI BECTHCh. BCE, uTo
TeOe HY)KHO 3HaTh — 3T0 uTo Ixxap CranbHast Pyka HarpaauT Te0st cMepThIO.

Bor Teneps ero o nprodpeso XOIOAHYI0 PEIMMOCTb, U XbIOTO OHSUI, YTO HUYETo He TOJTy-
yriocb. OH 4yBCTBOBAN cedst OOMaHyTHIM — BBICIYIIATh BCIO OaxBasly MAMOTA-HAEMHHUKA U HUYETO
He J0OUThCs. VI HUKTO He MPUXOAXIT Ha TTOMOIIIb.

N3-3a rop MenieHHO BhINON3ajio coiHue. Kak riyno: 1oxkaarbcsi paccBeTa, HO BCE paBHO yme-
peTb. Beé-taku nHora nopaxkeHue — 3To U ecTh nopaxenve. Hagexaa yiina coBecem.

Hy uto? OcraBanock TONBKO CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb [IIyTIOE TIepe]] CMEPTHIO.

— Tak cebe nMeuKo, KCTaTH, — CKBO3b CHITY YJIBIOHYJICSI Xbioro. OH MOT CKOJIBKO YTOTHO MTpe3u-
parb ceds B TIIyOUHE JIyIIH, HO éMy He XOTeJIOCh YMHUPATh C CEpbE3HBIM BIIOM. EMy BooOIIIE He XOTe-
JIOCh YMUPATb.

Xpioro Jo0u xku3Hb. Ho KO HEM30€KHOTrO €ro HACTHIJIH.

Paznancs BeicTpel.
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HepymukoHn, n1enb mecsia s7Katsbl, 10

[Non TakvMuK BEICOKMMHU TOTOJIKaMu Backa rofa Tpu He 6ponuiia, HaBepHoe. JIBopel] SIBHO Mpu-
HaJIeXaJl JpeBHEN albCBaJOPCKOM 3HATU. BO3MOXKHO, KOTIa-TO €ro Jaske CTPOWIM ISl TIPUCTIel-
HukoB [IpaBegroro Kopossi. BrioHe Bo3MoxHoO. .. Ha yTpeHHel 9KCKypCHy JOJKHBI ObLITH 9TO pac-
CKa3bIBaTh, HO Backa Ha He€ MpUITU HE YI0CYKUIACh.

JITMHHBIN 3271 06CKOHEYHO YXOAMJI B 00€ CTOPOHBI. OUeBHUIHO, 3TO ObLIA JIUIIIb OHA U3 OBIBIIIUX
cronoBbIX. Tenepb — HaBepHsIKa eAMHCTBEHAs1, BCE OCTAJIbHBIE IOMEIIEHHU T TPUCTIOCOOUIIH 17151 00Y-
YaIOIIMX ¥ BOGHHBIX IIEJIei. A Moogaib HAUMHAIMCH KOPUOOPHI, Bedyllre B ropas3io 0ojee CKpoM-
Hble KOMHATKU. Backa Obl1a cyacT/ivBa BOZMOKHOCTY OCTaBUTh CBOU Y3€JIKM B OHOH U3 HuX. Bcemy
OCTaJIbHOMY, YTO MTPOMCXOIMIIO C Hel B TIOCTIEAHUE [BA JAHSI, OHA OTHOCHUJIACh C MEHBIIIUM SHTY3Ha3-
MOM.

30JI0TUCTBIH CBET POCAUYMBAJICS Y€pPe3 BHICOKHME pe3Hble TPOEMBI OKOH. 1o moronkom jerana
CBEpKaloIasi Ha COJHIIE MMbLTb, 32 KOTOPOW BUHEIUCH MOP/IBI 3BEPUHBIX OapesbedoB.

Crospl ObUTM CTPaHHBIMU: CJIOBHO KTO-TO 3aKa3asl ClejlaTh UX OYeHb AJIMHHBIMH, Ha Ka3ap-
MEHHBII MaHep, HO MOTOM PACIMIAI HA MHOTO YeTUHEHHBIX CTOMMKOB. CMEIHO, HO MOHATHO. Xa!
TosbKO B YOKHYTOM BOOOpPAKEHUH MOKHO YCAIUTh TAK MHOTO MEPEXUBIINX 32 OJHOW CKATEPThHIO.
EnuHcTBEeHHAs MApOUKa AJIMHHBIX CTOJIOB CTOSUIA, BUIMMO, U3 3CTETHUECKUX COOOPaKEHHI, TIOCPEIH
CTOJIOBOM. 32 HUMU, HABEPHOE, HUKTO M HE CHJIEe-TO HUKoraa. [IoaToMy 3a oiHy M3 OrPOMHBIX CTO-
JIeNTHUIL Oe3 KaKoro-aroo 3a33peHns coBecTr OyxHyJach Backa. OHa B CMEIIaHHBIX YYBCTBAX IJIsl-
7ieNia Ha CBOIO TapesiKy, TO JIM pa3MBIIUIsIS HaJ| €€ cofiepKaHueM, TO JIM TBITAsICh MPUAyMaTh capKa-
CTUYHYIO IIYTKY TIO €r0 MOBOMY.

Hy u, pasymeercsi, UMEHHO 3a €€ CTOJIMK U3 BCEro BEJIMKOTO pa3sHOOOpa3usl JOAYMAJIHCh TLTIOX-
HYTbCSI HEKasi PbIKEBOJIOCAs] CYTHUPKA U — Ky/a Obl eIlIE YBJIeKaTelibHee? — YeThIPEIK/Ibl «BETUKUN»
HacraBHuk.

Onu naxe BHMMaHMsS Ha Backy He oOpaiaiu, MOBEpHYBIIMCh K HEH CIIMHOW W Oecenys
00 YyTOHYEHHBIX MaTepusiX. [IeByIlKa MoCKpHIesna Ha CKaMbe, TBITASICh JIOKEUKON — KPACUBOM, OJIO-
BSIHHOH JIOXKEUKOW — MOIETh TSHYIIYIOCS TUIEHKY Ha Y€M-TO, TIOXOJMBIIEM Ha KalieoOpa3HbIid CyII.
Her, eciu OBITh OTKPOBEHHOM, MO BUY 3TO OOJbIIE HATIOMUHAJIO CJIel KOPOBLETO KOIIBITA, 3JTU-
THI BECEHHUM TOJIOBOJJbEM CO BCEM €r0 MHOTOOOPa3HBIM COAEPKMMBIM, KOTOPOE TOTOM TTOAMEP3IIO
1 emé He 10 KOHIIA pactasiio. Backa cuutana cebs HemprBepeITMBOH B I1aHe muim. Ho cefiuac e
XOTEJIOCh TI03BaTh Ha TIOMOIIIb.

— 51 He Mory 3TO ecTb, — BBIIOXHYJIa OHA HaKOHell. — ] xouy msica.

W>pa xe DOBOJIIBHO YBEPEHHO 3arpedajia 3T «pa3KMKeHHbIe MUHEPAIbl», KaK YTBEPXKIAIH
JIOMY 3HAIOIME. JTO JIa)ke OPraHUKOW CJIOKHO OBbLTIO Ha3BaTh, HO, KAK OOBSCHSIIA, TAKUE «KHUBbIC
KPHUCTAJUTBI» CIIEIMAIBLHO BBIPAIIMBAIIN /TS UMM B OKPECTHOCTSIX AJTbCBAI0pA.

— Takas ema yKkperuisieT ayX, — 3asBUJI CEIOBOJIOCHI HACTABHUK, BIIEPBbIE MOBEPHYBILIUCH
B BaCKHMHY CTOpPOHY. — [locie 3TOoro MoxHO 3aHSTHCS M TEJIOM.

Backa 3bIpkHYyJIa Ha Hero.

— Hepym Obl ceiiuac ykpemnwt MO# JIyX.

HakanyHe oHa cHOBa HaxxpaJiach HepyMa, BbI3BaB HOBBIH IPHCTYII TAHUKU Y CYTHUPA. A yTPOM
yXe CTosla, TIOKaunBasich, B 3ane UnCTOTH, Tjie e€ MpoBO3Maliaiy 3K30puuctoM. HactaBHUKM
B KPACHBbIX CHHMX MaHTHSIX MPOU3HOCUIA MHOTO BaXKHBIX pedeid U MO3/IPaBIsuIv MPOIIEIINX BCTY-
MUTENIBHBIN 0TOOD, a Backa mmbIrasa HOCOM U CKBO3b TYITYIO OOJb B TOJIOBE iyMaJia O TeX, KTO Hau-
rIynedmM oopa3zoM norud B 3ToM TypHHpe. Camu 1o cede MpOoXOoaHbIe UCTBITaHusI He ObUT 0c000
ornacHbl. MOXHO OBUIO TIPEOIONETh MX, He UMesl HUKAaKMX O0COObIX HaBbIKOB. Ho mepexusiive tem
Y OTJIMYAJIUCh, YTO YMENU co3[aBarh cede mpodieMbl. ThMOpOIUBIIUECs HE XOaAT crassmMu. Koraa
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BCTpEYAIOTCs XOTS Obl JIBOE, YacTO MPOJIMBaeTcs KpoBb. Ho Takyio ToNMmy MIiopoxaEéHHBIX Backa
3a 3Ty XKU3Hb YBHUAJa BriepBble. M Kaxplid, pasyMeeTcsl, CTPEMUIICS TIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATDH 3yOHI.

[Nocne peuveit Havaoch Ge300pasue. Y Kak[IOro peKpyTa B3sUIM HECKOJIBKO Kareslb KPOBH,
a4 4€pe3 MUHYTY Ha HUX BCEX YKE HABCIIMBAJIN, KaK O].HGIZHI/IKI/I, MAJICHbKUEC TAJIMCMAHBI U3 IIPOCTOIO
xKene3a. «Bot yxe nepBbie OKOBBI TOILTH, OyKBaJIBHO!» — ykacaiach Backa, olrymnbiBasi XOJIOAHYIO
HETIOYKY.

— HuxkTo u3 Bac CH_[é HE ABJIACTCA SK30PLUCTOM, ITYCTh BBl 1 6y,ZL€TC HOCUTDH HAIVJICYHUKU C CUM-
BosioM [loma, — oOpajoBan TiaBHBIN BeicTymatoimid. [IpenBoaurens Beelt qukoi 3ater. OH ObUI
C TYCTOH TEMHOW OOPOIOii, JOPOTrO OfIET, HO O3 MAHTUH, U KaXKIbIi ThMOPOXJIEHHBIN B 3aJI€ JIETKO
YYBCTBOBAJI: B HEM HeT KpoBu JlpeBHero 37a. SIBHO BOMH, Cy/s 10 OCAHKE; SIBHO YMHBIH, Cy/s IO IJ1a-
3aM. Ho uenoBek. M 0H cTOs11 Ha BO3BBILIIEHMH, KaK OBLIA TOCpeu BOIKOB. Kak crenern cpeay Je3BUil.

— MbI He MOXeM U3MEHUTD Bac, JaB JIUIIb 3BaHUE. DTO JIOJTUIN MyTh, KOTOPIA KaX/Iblid U3 BaC
JOJDKEH TIPONTH caM, ¢ Harlel momoinbio. Tamucman OnpenenieHrs OyaeT HarlOMHUHATH BaM 00 STOM.
Tenepb Balllk JYIIH CBA3aHbl C HUM Y€PE3 KPOBb, U €CJIN Bbl CTOUTE 31€Ch, 3HAYUT, Bbl COITIACUJIUCH
MIPUHSATH TOT pHCK. Terneps MyTH Ha3a/ HeT: YTOOBI MOTYYUTh 3BAHUE HACTOSIIErO 9K30PILKUCTa, BaM
HY)XHO CYMETb IIPEBPATUTDH ITY KeJIE3Ky B 30JI0TO.

«310 Kakas-To Metadopa, 1a?» — Backa HECKOJIBKO pa3 YTOUHSIIa C MPOHHUEH, HO BCE C CepbE3-
HBbIMU JIMIIaMH OTBE€YAJIN CI'/JI, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U HY)KHO OCYHICCTBUTD. Tor 6ynemb OCTaBaTbCA y4c-
HUKOM-PEKPYTOM Ha MOOEryIiKax, MoKa 3Ta BEYHO XOJIOfHast OMPIOJIbKA Ha TPYJM HE 3aCHsIeT, U BCE
HKO6BI 3aBHUCUT OT YCIIEXOB B JIMYHOM ITPOCBCTIICHUU.

Backa cobupanach mposiBUTh BCIO CBOIO YCTPEMJIEHHOCTb, BHITIOJTHEHHB 3aJaHKe JIyUIlIUM BO3-
MOHBIM 00pa30M U B KpaTJyaiIiie CPOKU. DTO 03HAYAJIO — B OmKaiiIiee xe BpemMs oTHeCcTH Tamc-
MaH B aJIXMMHYECKYIO JTabopaTopwio, rae ceiuac nmogpadateiBai [1lanHc.

Her, ny ceppésno!! Kycok xenesa — B 3010mo?..

Ecu 61 oHa MOTI1a 3TO JieniaTh, OHa OBl He MCKaia padoTy 1o JIBopam. . . To ecTh, lomam DK30p-
1rcToB. Backa cunrana ce6st BecbMa MPOHUYHOM, HO KTO Obl HA MPUIYMaJl TaKyIo 3aa4y, sIBHO Tpe-
BOCXOAMJI e€ Ha rojioBy. B ciydae Heymauu ¢ e€ Jymioi JOKHO ObUIO IPOU3O0MTH YTO-TO BEChMa
HETIPUSTHOE, HO 3Ty YacTh Backa yxe mpociyiiana, moToMy 4To e€ CHIbHO MYTUJIO TIOCPEH liepe-
MOHHH, ¥ OHA MeYTaJla JIMIIb, YTOObI €€ He CTOITHUIIO HA TIOJI.

Jlaxxe cefiuac 1yM c1aBIMBaJ BUCKH, OT HEro He ObLIO criaceHus1. TOIBKO MeIOBbIE KPHUCTAILIbI
MOIJIA Pa30THaTh BEUHBIH T'yJ1, HO IIOTOM OH BO3BpAIIAJICs C JBOMHOM Ooiblo. Tak uro... aa.

— Hepym Obl ceiiuac ykpemnui MO# JIyX.

— Thl cHOBa 3a CBOE, — ckpuBmiack Mapa. Pazymeercs, cyrHupka He mMorjia octarbCsi B CTO-
pOHe. — DTOT capKasMm, 3TO. .. HeyBaKeHHE KO BCEMY.

— Her, s npaBna xotena Obl ceifuac OTKITIOUMTHCS HEHAOITO, — TpodopMoTana Backa. — Win,
MOXET, MHE TIOCYACTIMBUTCS, U 9TA CJIaKasi IPsIHb MEHS HaKOHell YOBbET.

W>pa mioxo ckpbiBajia pa3apakeHue.

— W storo 1wl xouemn? Best ku3Hb, Bes crila, BCE HEOOBIYHOE U HEBEPOSATHOE, OOJafaTeeM
Yero Thl TEMeph cTajla — BCE 3TO TeOsi COBEPIICHHO He BIieyaTisieT?

— A ¢ 4ero 3To JOJKHO MeHSI BIIeYaTIATh? 31ech KOPMAT, 00CMIAoT 3aluTy U cTunieHavo. Hy
3aMevaTesIbHO, s TOTOBa padoTtath 3a 310. C Kakoi be3mHbI Tebe craimch Mou SMOIyn?

— BappiiHu. . . — nbiTasncs BMelaThesl HactaBHUK. Ho OH elE He moHMMall, B Yblo CCOpY BJIE3.

— Y 1ebs1 ecTh BO3MOXHOCTb UCTIONB30BATh C TOJKOM CBOIO KM3Hb. Cienarh MUp JIydiie. ITOT
CTaTyC, KOTOPBIM BBI3BIBAET YBAKEHHE... IOTOMY YTO JIIOAW BEPAT B SK30pLMCTOB! BepAaT, 4to Ml
HAKOHEI[-TO MPUHECEM UM MUp! A Takue, Kak Thl, IPOCTO HE UMEIOT Mpasa ObITh B [Jome!

— OcrtbiHb, W3pa, — HacTaBHUK MSATKO IbITAJICA yaepxkars Mapy 3a ruieun. — Kak moxkHo? OHa
TOXE 3/IECh MEPBbIN JIEHb.

Backa cmopumniace.
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— Jlionu typaku, eciii BEpsIT, YTO BOT-BOT MPUAYT BOIIEOHbIE CIIACHTENN C OSJIBIM KPECTOM
Ha J0CTieXax M pa3oM MOKOHYAT ¢ ux Oemoi. CKOIBKO JieT mporio co BpeMeHn PaspeiBa Kymomna?
JIBe, Tpr coTHU? A CKOJIBKO CTOJIETUH CYIIeCTBYIOT MHKBU3UTOPHI? [1s1h?.. U Tenepp, koraa Bul 00na-
’KQJIMCh U TTOHSLJTH, YTO TOAUTECH JIMIIIL HA 3aITyTMBaHUE M HUKYEMHBIE O1aropoHbIe JIO3YHTH, 9K30p-
LMCTHI JOJKHBI IPUMATH U CTIACTU BeeX ?

WNspa nonHsnace u yrpoxaroie HarnpaBuiach K Backe. PasroBop Bcepb€3 yrpoxan nepeitu
B gpaky. Ho Backa yxe 3aBenace.

— Tenepb Mbl TOJKHBI ClIacaTh T€X, KTO BEKAMU MPOKJIMHAI Hac U Ha3biBas [lepexuBimmun?
Thl, KOTOpasi CKpbIBAJIa CBOIO CYIIHOCTh, YTOObI HE OBITh MPUIIUTON JIPYKKaMU-UHKBU3UTOPAMH,
Teriepb FOBOPUIIIb, YTO OHU BepAT B TeOs1? []a Mbl POCTO HOBBIN CKOT Ha 3akjaHue! CBexast KpoBb,
koTopyio Opocar Ut Axpa!

Kaxercsi, ona xBatuia muiiky. Y Backu BHauase Bpoje He ObLIO jKeTaHHsI HUKOTO OCKOPOJISITH,
HO Ja be3nHa ¢ HuM. Mapa ¢ HeHaBUCTHIO CMOTpeia el B 1J1a3a.

— ThI He npescTaBIIAeb, KAKOBO 3T0, Backa Boctpa. Thl He MOXellIb Aake HayaTh IIPEeICTaB-
JISITh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh cepokoxkeil B IHkBu3ummu. [lepesxcusuteri cepoxoxeit B Unksuzuimu! U To1
MPEJCTaBUTh HE MOXEIllb, Y€PEe3 UTo 5 MPOILIA. . .

— Bauem?

B nactynuBiuen tuimHe riasa Mapbl BCObIXMBAIM TIA3MEHHBIM CBETOM.

— U dr0 THI 3Haemb 0 MOHCTpax, — MPOAODKWIIA BAPYI CYTHHMpKa rojlOCOM, OT KOTOPOTO
MpocToil yesoBek Obl copporHyics. Ho, pasymeercsi, He Backa. E€ sto numb Becemio. OHa emg
HE MIOHMMaJIa, MoYeMy, HO 3Ta MHKBU3UTOPIIIA POCTO He MOIJIa e€ HaryraTh. Kakue Obl rpaHIno3HbIe
peun oHa He Bemana, Mapa Obuta ¢ Backoii Ha oqHOM ypoBHe. EmE ¢ Toro MoMeHTa, Korjia Harasa
Ha He€ co criuHbl B Tpuaykane.

— YTO THI MOXEIlIb 3HATh O BHEIIHUX MOHCTpax, — MOBTOPWJIA CYTHUP, UCTIENIEIISIIONIE VIS
Backe B raza. — Tel He xxuiia B Huskaem mupe. Tol He Bunena Kymos B Tom Mecte, r1e OH TPECHYJI.
Tol He BUZIENIA ceMbH, pa3opBaHHble MIT AXpa Ha KYCKH, U JIIOJIeH, KMJAIOIIMXCs B OO Ha TUTAHTCKUX
YyJOBHII] C KUPKaMH U JIOTIATAMH, YTOOBI 3AIUTUTH TIOOUMBIX. Tebe Obl TOJBKO I'YJSATH MO 3€1EHOM
TpPaBKe, JIN3aTh HEPYM M TPATHUTh KU3Hb, 3HAsI, YTO OHA BCEraa K TeOe BEpHETCS — BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI
cliesiaTh XOTh YTO-TO TMoJIe3Hoe. Tak 0 4eM Thl BOOOIIe TOBOPHIIIH?

— CTONBKO pa3sroBOpoB O YECTH... — IPOCBEpKaJIa Miazamu Backa B OTBET Ha JUKUI B3I, —
OpHako ThI BCE-Taku Opocaelibest ¢ KWHKaJIaMu co CIIUHBL Thl HacTOsAIIas NiepexuBIas, Mapa — kak
U s1. 3a MO30JI0TOU IepbMa He CKPOEIIIb.

A B BaCKMHOW MaMsITH MeJIbKaJIM HETIpolIeHble KapTuHbl Poinana: cepoid, BEYHO 3aTEHEHHOM
CTpaHsbl, B Hapojie uMeHyemoil HuskauM mupom. Mupa kaMHeil, KpoBu U peikoro ceera. Bo3nyx Tam
BEYHO IaX M3BECThI0. 3apa3a, MpOoNuUTaBIIas BCE BACKMHO JETCTBO. TOJBKO OHA Mpearnoda 4YTo-To
caenath ¢ coOOM, YToObI BIPBAThCS. CKOJIBKO CHJT OBUIO TTPUIIOKEHO, YTOOBI JOOPATHCS /10 30JI0TOTO
NHopuyma, a MOTOM 1 HEpUHCKOU TpaBbl. M Backa He cTpemmiach MPUHOCUTH ce0sl B )KEPTBY paju
TEX, KTO TOJIbKO ’KaJIOBAJICS] U CTEHAJL.

— Mapa Backa! Mapa Uspa, — He BeITepIies HACTaBHUK. — Tak He rmogodaeT BecTu cedst 9K30p-
LIMCTaM, JIa’ke B MEPBbIi IeHb !

Wspa ocraHoBUIIA PYKY, YK€ TAHYUIYIOCS K PYKOSITU KMHXKAJIA.

«Koneuno, — xmbikHys1a Backa. — [lociyiHa naxe cefyac.»

Omna npeHeOpexXUTeTbHO MOMHSIA PYKU U cliesiaia mar Ha3ag — CMOTPUTE, MOJI, 51 ceOsl KOH-
Tponupyto. Mapa crnenana npumMepHo To xe. OHAKO 3pUTENIbHBII KOHTAKT OHM Pa30pBaJIA B CAMBbIii
TMIOCJIeJTHUI MOMEHT Tiepe]] TeM, KaK pa3oiTuch B ctopoHbl. M Backa eré qonaro He Moruia 3a0bITh 9TOT
CUJTbHBIN B3IJISI MBUIKKX, TIPeJaHHbIX ey r1a3. Kak, Hagesach OHa, OCTPO JOJIKHBI ObUIM OTBETUTD
Ha TaKOU B3IV €€ COOCTBEHHBIC, TIOJTHBIE JIESTHOTO MPE3PEeHUsL.
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3elkapuTOH, HOUb Mecsana sKarebl, 10—11

— @0, 6eperuck! ONATH HE MOMYYMIIOCH. ..

®dnopeHTUHA KMHYJAch B CTOPOHY, YBOpauMBasiCh OT Ipaja KamHei. Mejikue TEMHBIE 1yXH,
Bepellla, HaroJIHsUM Tieriepy. Kanauao nmposepsil 3anachl 3eMKapuTOHOBOM B3pbIBUATKU. CIIUIIIKOM
MaJIo.

Pa3 3a pa3zom, Kax/IbIii IeHb, OU3HEIB! MPUXOIMIN B Tietepbl. OHU UCTPeOIs HETaTUBHBIX
IyXOB JeCATKaMH, COTHSIMH, YTOOBI HAPYIIUTh paBHOBecHe. VIHOrma momyvaioch, a MHOT/IA — Kak
CEerofHsl.

— WX cHOBa MHOTO, — rpycTHO cKka3ana ®rnopeHTuHa. Bpat B3H0XHYII, Tepeds KOPOTKUE B3bEPO-
IIEHHbIE 3aBUTKHU CBETJIBIX BOJIOC.

— 3aBTpa CHOBa MOMPOOyeM.

D10 KUBHYJIA.

[TonoxuTtenbHbIE AYXU TUXO IIEIECTEIU M0 KpassM KaMEHHOM 3aJIbl, JKysI IECOK M UCTOoYas ToJTy-
6oe cusHue. HeraTvBHBIC MOPBIKUBAIIM, TY/IsISI MEXy KOJIOHH, I[aparajf CTeHbl M MHOTAA Kycaiu
MOJOXUTENbHBIX. OHU CBETWJIMCh KpacHbIM. M ObuM emé apyrue, cTpaHHbIe, X IIBET MEHSUICS
OT TPSI3HO-KENTOrO J0 ocyenuTeNibHO Oeoro. OHM Aenanu, uyto xoteau. dropeHTrHA He 3HaA, Kak
WX Ha3BarTb.

Emgé npeBHre roBopuiin, 4To BCE B MUpE JIOJHKHO OBITh cOalaHcupoBaHo. Eciiv cBeTibie TyxXu
BBIJIC3AI0T M3-TIOJ] 3eMJIM M HABOIHSIOT TEIIephl, TO U TEMHBIE 00s3aTe/IbHO MOsABIAIOTCA. Ecmm
HaBepxy, B HepuHe, 30710ThIe TUCThS U cepeOpsHble pyubd, TO B Caxacaje HEeT BOABI M OIMH TIECOK
C TUTAHTCKUMU sitliepuniamMu. A 31ech, B Ponuane — 1o Ha Tonkom Kymosie, 1 MHOKeCTBO MOHCTPOB.
U Gyner emié Gomplne, eciu B THOpryMe He yCeloT puayMaTh peliieHue 10 Toro, kak Kymosn ucton-
yntcs NoaHOCThI0. U x0T HebecHas Cronmiia CyIecTByeT pajay 3TOM IENU, YTO-TO MOJICKa3bIBAJIO
drnopenTHHE, YTO B IeHb MTPOPBIBA kuUTeM HukHEero Mupa ocraHyTcst HaeJHe ¢ OeIo1.

B Mupe nmporcxoamT Tak MHOT'O TI0X0ro. Tak MHOTO HeclpaBeyIMBOCTU. Eciin 310 U eCTh TOT
«baJslaHC», Ta TOYKA OTCYETA, IO KOTOPOU U3MEPSIOT FAPMOHHIO B MUPO3JIaHUH, 3HAUUT, ITOT TMOKa-
3aTesib HaJlo CIBUHYTh. Bellb CIBUHY/IM JKe ero MOATOPhI THICSYH JIeT Ha3aj, youB ComHeyHoro Oora
u Xozsiky Cdepsi? Tak mycTh Tenepb HOpPMaJIbHBIM CTAHET YTO-TO mostyuiie. Eciau mMasTHUK Kax-
JIbIA pa3 BO3BpAIlaeTcsi K HYJII0, HaJI0 iepeHecTy Hoib. Be€ mpocto. Hy:kHO HapymuTh MUpO3/1aHue.

[Toatomy ®nopenTriHa 1 Kanauao Kax sl JeHb YXOAWIU B 3aCEIEHHBIE MOHCTPAMU U yXaMu
nierepsl Ponyiana u yHuaTOXKAMM 371bIX. ECi OHM yOBIOT I0CTATOYHO MHOTO HETaTHBHBIX CYIIIECTB,
HACTOJIbKO, YTOOBI JJOOPBIX JIyXOB CTAJIO Ha MOPSIOK Oobiie, To u Bo Beel Cepe KuzHu craner
HEMHOXKEUKO JIyyYIIle.

Benp B miyOmnax Popmuana, Beb MMEHHO 3[1eCh HAXOAWUTCS OOJBIIMHCTBO TaiH Benmukon
Cdepsl. I myxu-xpaHuTenn, 3aKOHOJATENN MOPsAAKA, U3 X unciaa. OO 3TOM MaJio KTO 3HAeT, eIe
MEHBIIIE TeX, KTO MBITAICS UCKaTh, U COBCEM MAJIO TeX, KTO HaIlIEI.

dnopenTrHa BHITEpia MOT co j10a. OHa OYEeHb yCTasia, HO 3TOT JIeHb He IPUHEC HUKAKUX I1JIO-
JIOB.

3aBTpa OHU TIONPOOYIOT CHOBA.
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Karakuon, mecsiiy 2KatBbl, Houb 10—11

BricTpen emni€ otnaBasics B yimax Xbloro, KOrjaa OH MpHIIENT B ceOs U MOHsLT, YTo KUB. [1o Bcem
3aKOHaM OH JIOJKeH ObUT yMepeTh. OH 3HaJI, UTo yaauya ucuepnana cebs. M Het?..

OTKpBIB I71a3a, OH ycTaBUjIcs B He0o. 311ech, B Caxacasie, CBeTH/Ia BCer/ia ObUIM COKPHITHI piKa-
BOM IMbUTBIO, HO CUACTIIMBAs 3Be3/1a KAKMM-TO UyJJOM ObLTa Ha MecTe.

He moxet 6piTh. OH CBOMMU IJ1a3aMU BUJEJ TIApy JHEN Ha3ajl, Kak OHA COpBAJiach U ClieTena
3a rpaHMIly PBAaHOTO TOpU30HTA. M BOT Tereph OHAa CHOBA JIapujia eMy HEpOBHOE UTPUBOE CHSHYE.

XbIOTO JIeXKaJ JIMIIOM BBEpX B XOJIOTHOM pydbe. OH He MOMHWII, KaK yraJj, He IIOMHUJI, KyJa
Jencs eHb, U 3HAJI TOJIBKO, YTO MPOIIUI0O MHOTO BPEMEHU U UTO UYJECHBIN CIIACUTENb — €CIIU eMy
HE MPUBHICIICS BECh ITOT MU30/, YKE TAIEKO.

Ho oH 00s13atebHO y3HAET, YTO 3TO OBLIO.

OpnHo U3 Tex 3HaHWUM, YTO XbIOTO Ha3blBAJl «HECOMHEHHBIMU». UTO-TO BpoJe Japa, a MOXET
pocTo cObIBaroIieecs cyeBepre. Takke, Kak OH 3HAJI, UTO ero yaada ucuesna. M BoT, oHa BepHYJIach
Y TIOMMUTHBAJA eMy ¢ HeOockIoHa. [ToqHABIIHCH, XbIOTO OTOPOTIE.

Pyueit?

On 3a roaw! xu3HU B Caxacaje, Ka3ajJoch Obl, TOJKeH ObLT MPUBBIKHYTH K MECTHBIM JIAH/I-
mapTHBIM 0coOeHHOCTSM. M ero JomkHO ObLIO Cpa3y HACTOPOXKUThH — HET, HAIyraTh — YTO OH OKa-
3aJiCs B BOJIE.

B Tonmire Boas! BooOIIe He Obu10. He MoXkeT ObITh, UTOOBI OH BHE3AITHO HAIIIEN CKPBITHIN 0a3¥C.
Ux ner.

XbIOro HeZIOBEPUYHBO MOXJIONAT 1O KYypUaIllel Bojie U Jake MPOTEP I71a3a. 3aTeM C YIUBJICHHEM
OIJIsIIe]T MYCTHIHIO, TIOTOHYBIIIYIO B HOYH, aJIble IIECKU U CepeOPHCTYIO TOPOKKY pyueiika. KoTopsiii
OexaJ1, TOYHO He 3Hasl, YTO €ro 3IeCh OBITh HE JOIKHO.

«Bemukas Cepa Kuznu, 9to ke ¢ ToOOH B 0Yepe/THOM pa3 MPOUCXOIUT ?» — mogyMall Xbioro,
CHOBA s HaBepX. Ero TpeyrosbHbIe YIIIU ClIerka Jaske MOMIEBENTUINCH OT YAWBJICHUS, KaK y CyTHH-
POB.

3Be3ga cusnia.

Kypuana Bopna.
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Hepymukon, Hous 7KarBbi, 10—11

—PaccBer nacmynum, ecu To He OyeIIb ero KaaTh, — HEeyBepeHHO poroBopuiia Backa, rsns
B He0O.

Tonbko B JlJomMe DK30PIKCTOB €l HAKOHEeIl OObSICHIIIN, YTO 3TO O3HAYAET, 3TO MHCTUHKTUBHOE
TOMJIEHUE B I'PY/H, HE JAIOLIEe YCHYTb, MIOKA Thl HE YJOCTOBEPHILILCS, UTO Ha FOPU30HTE 3aXkKercs
OroHb 3apu. A Backa BCIO KW3Hb BEPUIIA, YTO ITO €€ JIMYHOE.

B cropone ot koctpa cuaena Mapa, 3akuHyB ToIoBY K HeOy. HacTaBHMK pemmi B BOCITUTA-
TEJIbHBIX LIEJISIX OTIPABIIATh UX BABOEM Ha Bce 3a1aHusA. CyrHUpKa TOKe OTKa3bIBaJIach ClaTh, IIOKA
He Joxaercs yTpa. HUKTo u3 HUX 06 9T0M He roBopw1, KoHeYHO. OHM IIPOCTO 3HaM 6e3 CIIOB.

Onu — nepexuBIIre, MIIOPOKAEHHBIE. CKOJTBKO HETACKOBBIX KJIMYEK MPUIyMasi TeM, Oaro-
Japsl KOMY TOJITOPbI THICSYM JIET Ha3aJ KaXJ0€e YTPO BCTaBaJl COJTHEYHbIA JUCK U3-3a Pa30pBaHHON
T0JIOCHl TOPU30HTA.

BripouemM, Bc€ 3akOHOMEPHO — BeZlb OHU ke B CBOE BpeMs 1 yousu Ajioro JIbBa, OTBEYAIONIETO
3a moxbEéM cBetwiia. U, HaBepHOe, BO MHOrOM Onarofapsi IepBbIM MEPEeKUBIINM TOPU3OHT OOPET
pBanyio ¢opmy. Ho 3t0 ceiiuac He BonHOBasio Backy. OHa pa3mblluisiia, KAKOBO 3TO — COTBOPSITH
paccaer.

CHoBa 3T0 HOYHOE HacTpoeHue, 3ameTiia Backa. Tonbko B 3TOT pa3 psiiom He muaiika [1lanc,
a cyraupka Uspa, mo-Bomubu missamas Ha jyHy. CJIOBHO BOT-BOT 3aBOET. Y HEE TOXE 3TO, HOU-
Hoe. [lo npodwio BUugHO. TakoMy 4yBCTBEHHO-POMAHTHUECKOMY ITPOMUIIIO, KOTOPbI Ha KApTUHAX
MOJAETCS CO 3BE3IHBIM CUSIHUEM U JIETKMM TYMaHOM 1o Kpasim. U, cyns no Tomy, yto Backa gymana
00 3TOM MouTH 0e3 UPOHUN, HOUHOE HACTpOeHUe MpoOpasio e€ OoJble, 4eM Ka3zanock. OHo BooOIe
oracHoe, 3T0 HoyHoe. EmE uyTb-4yTh, 1 BOBHMKHET coOnasH ¢punocodpcTBoBath. Mapa, BOH, yxke
roTOBa BOCTIAPUTH K JIYHE.

JleBy11Ka OTKMHYJIaCh Ha 3€JIEHBIN KOBEP TPaBbl U BAOXHYJIA HOUHON BO3IyX.

CnaBHast 0X0Ta BbIJaIach CerofHs. MoXeT, He TaK YK U 3psi ux ¢ Mapoit oTnpaBuiv 00ydyarbCes
BABOEM. Ecim He 00cy)JaTh HPaBCTBEHHO-ITUYECKHUE MPEANOYTEHHS], KOMaH A MOoTyJyaeTcs HerIo-
xas. Kak cunpHo Wapa ormmuaercs ot nogamimeoro u nyrmsoro anca! Ona He ciymaer Backy,
HUKOI'Ja, HO OHa CJIyIIAeTcsl CBOMX 3aKOHOB. M koraa Backa BelyuuT UX BCE IO OTHOTO U HAyUMTCS
UCIIONB30BAaTh MO0 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO, 3TO OYIET TO Xke, KaK ecli Obl CYTHUpPKa TTOBMHOBAJIACH €.

N Tyt Backe BniepBbie CTaIo TOITHOBATO OT CBOMX MBICJIEH, U 3TO K30PLIMCTKOE «U3IOHU 3J10
u3 cebsi»... OHa ynuBuiachk. «HouHoe», — pelimia oHa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB M B3/IOXHYJIA.

W>spa nopkuHyna XBOPOCT B OroHb. Backa MOEKMUIICH OT IPOXJIaabl U TOAMON31a OIMKe K Tpe-
MIAIUM s13bIYKaM KocTpa. OHu ¢ Mapoil oueHb Majio pa3roBapuBasiv, U, B OTJIMYUE OT OOIIEHUS
¢ lancom, 1M 310 ObLIO HEe HYXHO. OHH MTPOCTO MIOHUMAJTH APYT JIPyTa, TaK KaK YyBCTBOBAJIU OJJHU
u Te ke Beld. CHMMETPUYHO YCTPOMBILUCH 10 Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI OT OTH$, BE IOHBIX K30PLUCTKU
IIPUTOTOBUJIUCH CTIATb.

— CriokoiiHO# HOUH, — He BeiAepxkaia Mapa.

Backa HeomnpenenéHHo nmomaxasna pykou. Eif gaxe 310 ObUIO JIMIITHUM.

JIBIMOK OT MX MAaJICHPKOTO KOCTepKa MOAHMMAJICS BBepX, K HeOy. I Hu Backe, Hu Wape
HE HYKHO OBLJIO MMOJHUMATHCS, BCTABATh HA IBITIOYKH, BIVISIIBIBATHCS] B ME/IJIEHHO MPOSIBIISIONIYIOCS
011eIHO-PO30BYIO TOJIOCY, YTOOBI 3HATH, YTO HACTYNAET PACCBET.

YTO OH BCE-TAKM HACTYIIAET.

OyeHb 10T0 UM NPUAETCS 3ayYMBaTh [IOCTYJIAThl 9K30PLUCTOB, IPOBOAUTH ITHU B TPEHUPOBKAX
U Pa3ayMbsiX, MEAUTHPOBATb, YTOOBI OCO3HATH T MPOCTHIE BEellly. Backa 3Hana, 4yTo MoTyYeHHbIN eil
Tamucman OnipenenieHust OyaeT eine I0Iro OTpakarh e€ CYIIHOCTh PKaBoW U OECIoNe3HOH, Mpesk/ie
yeM 3acBepkaet. U ckopee yxk ero xkene3o o0paTutcsi OesbiM 30JI0TOM, Kak M e€ BOJIOCHL, 1 e€ AyIia,
YeM OHa CMOXKET CIIOKOMHO 3aChINaTh 10 MOJYHOUM.
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[Toromy uTO ecTb MOHCTPHI WM HeT ux, Poguan unu Caxacan wiv Hepuna, rpaBbl MHKBU3U-
TOPBI WJTK HE OYCHbD, U KaKasi Obl KPOBb HE TEKJIa B TeOe — caMoe BaKHOE, CaMOe HeIPEMEeHHOE U HY K-
HO€, 3TO 3HaTh, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB COJIHIIE PAHO WJIY TTO3HO MMOJHUMETCS.

CauIIKOM CTpAIIHO KUTh, €CJIM He KJaTh paccBeTa.

He60 okpammBaiocs po3oBbiM. Mape 1 Backe yxe CHUIHMCH CHBI.
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Yacte 11
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HepymukoHn, 1ens mecsia s7Katssbl, 15

3akar oKpalmBall JOIMHY KpacHbIM. TyT 1 TaM NOJ MOI3YIIMMU JIyYaMH 3arOpajIuch 30J10TOM
nATHA TUrMoBo# JUCTBBL. C X0iMa OBUIO XOPOIIIO BUAHO OKPECTHOCTH, U BEUSPHUIA JIETHUN BETEp
MSTKO Tperial BOJIOCHL. BbIO IPUsATHO cHIETh Ha OpeBHE, CyIIATh TPEHIAIIMI KOCTEP U MECHU MTPO-
ChIMamxcs cBepykoB. [1axio MononpiMu LIBETaMMU.

Backa ynctuna cabmo oT KpoBH.

— OnATh ynblp. .. — IPOLIMBITaj MOJIOJOM SK30PLIMCT, MOSIBIISACH U3-3a CIIMHBL. Backa 3a Bech
M0XOJ] TaK U He 3a1IoOMHuMIIa ero uMeHu. OH Jpajics 3HAYMTENIBHO XyXke UX ¢ Mapoii, BOT UM ero u HaBe-
cumm. Vinm g1t Toro, 9ToObl IEBYIIKA OKOHYATEIbHO HE 3arpbi3fiv Ipyr Apyra. — [ae-To B nonuHe
WCTOYHHK 3apaxeHusi, He nHave. Kakoe-HuOymp 00I0TO ¢ ApeBHel Maruei. Yxke 4eTBEpPTYIO TBaphb
BCTpEYaeM.

— Honoxum B [Iom, MyCTh yCTPauBaIOT MOJHOLIEHHYIO OXOTY IO UX JYILH, — CHOKOMHO OTBETHJIA
Backa. — Yenogek mects. Eciii, KOHEUHO, HE XOYelllb caM cervac Ty/a je3Tb.

— 4 Ow1 cxonmt.

Backe HpaBwics 1oHBI pekpyT. Ero pacnupas oronb, OIHaKo OueHb CBETJIbIE IVIa3a BCErna
OCTaBJIMCh MPUCTATbHBIMUA U YMHBIMU. OH He 00siicsl yOUBaTh, XOTsI pBaJICS JeJ1aTh TOJIBKO Onarve
OEsTHUS.

Korna-to Backa 1 noBeputs He MOIUIa, UTO TPOE MEPEKRUBLIMX MOTYT CUJETh B OTHOM Jlarepe,
He ycTpauBasi Urpy Ha BbikuBaHue. Ho Mrmiopoxa€HHble, BeTynuBiige B [JoM, 1€MCTBUTENBHO Beln
ceOs1 mprmaHO. Kak 1071ro 310 npommTes, nepej TeM Kak TEMHasi KpOBb BO3BMET BEPX, Pa3MBIIII-
nsina Backa. Henokopmu uim nepekopmu, U KTO-HUOYIb TOYHO COPBETCS ¢ IOBOjKA. Backa He Mora
JaTh FApaHTUM, YTO cama He MOUJET Bpa3HOC B O[IUH JieHb. E€ nonnmana armocdepa loma, rie Ku3Hb
TEeKJIa TaK CIIOKOWHO, TaK MpaBWbHO. Ka3zanock, BOT-BOT 0OpYIIUTCS 3aHAaBeC, BCE COPBYT C ceds
MacKH ¥ OOHaKaT BOJIYbH MACTH.

Ho sk30p1ucTsl npogonkany BEpuTh B TO, UTO Aeanu. M Backa He yHMManace, NbITasch Ux
crpoBolpoBathk. BoT u ceftuac. Kak sxe 3Basim atoro 1oHoiry? OH kazasics crapiie Backu, HO coBep-
IIIEHHO HE YMeJ CpakaThCsl, TOITOMY OHA OTHOCHJIACH K HEMY KaK K PeOEHKY.

— Xouellb repoeM CTaTh, s MOTJISTKY ?

— A mouemy Obl ¥ HeT? MbI 31€Ch, YIIBIPH TaM. MOKHO 3aIIUTUTD ONMKalIe JepeBHU U Clie-
JIaTh YTO-TO 3HAYUMOE.

— 3HauuMoe, Xax... Hy, BOT VIapa BepHETCS OT 3aKa3urKa, OBE/Iaelllb € CBOM IUIaH.

Backa npuaMpurBo ocMaTpuBasia KJIMHOK I0J MOCJIEJAHUMU JydaMu conHua. Eil ka3anoce,
KPIOYOK Ha KOHIIE M30THYTOTO 3y04aToro Jie3Bus cierka noruysics. [lapenék ycencst psaaom.

— A 3auem ThI nipunnia B JJom? 3amura Tebe Bpojie Kak He HyxkHa. [la v ciaBa, Kak MOTJISTKY,
TOXE.

— CnaBa? «CoBepIuTh 4TO-TO 3HAYUMOE» — 3a0aBa )i TeX, KTO KUBET oauH pa3. OHU Tak
MBITAIOTCSL JOOUThCS OeccMepTrs. A S-T0 B JIOOOM ciiydae Oyay WTh JOJIBIIE, YeM JI0Oble MOU
MOCTYIKH.

— Hy, 3Haemb. .. MOXHO POCTO CT/1aThCs TEHDIO, TEPSIs IMYHOCTD MOCIIE Kaxk /101 cMepTH. Bep-
TEThCs, KaK IIMYHTUK B yacax. Ho pa3Be 1ebs1 9Ta nepcrextriBa He 6ecut? BoT Tede pa3Be He XoueTcs
pazopBaTh 3TO OTHOOOpa3Ke, B KOTOPOE HAC CKPYTHJIa KU3Hb, M TIOKa3aTh, YTO Thl — HEUTO OOJIbIIIEe,
4yeM 3BeHO B 1ienu? Caenarh 4To-TO HACTOJIBKO YIMBHUTENIBHOE, YTOOBI Jaxke MOCie MepepokIeHuUsI
BOCXHMIIIAaThCsl coO0i? Pa3zBe TeOe He XOueTcsl MoAapuTh CBOEMY CJIEyIONIeMY BOIUIOIIEHHUIO BPOK-
JEHHYIO MAMSITh O TOM, KaK OBITh Tepoem?..

Backa xo1ogHo cMoTpesia B ero pasropeBllyecs rjias3a.

— Her. {1 He xouy BbICTUJIaTbCSI KOBPOM I€pe]l STUM MUPOM, CTPaAaTh pajy HEro, TOJIbKO /s
TOTO, YTOOBI UMETh OTMETKY «Tepoii» B Ouorpacduu. U s He X04y MOMHHTH MPeAbIAYIINE KU3HU.
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— IMotomy uto npe3upaenib ux Bce? Jlymaeliib, YT0 OHHU, KaK U TBOSI HBIHEIIHsIsI, ObLITM HAIOJI-
HEHBI TOJILKO OOJIbIO M HEHABKCTHIO?

— Crnymiaid, OTKyJa Thl B3s1JICSI TAKOM ?..

Backa cobpanach cepbE€3HO OcaguTh €ro, HO €€ OTBJIEK TEMHBIA CHIYyIT B COOMpAIOIIEMCS
BeuepHeM TymaHe. Pocnas ¢urypa Beiaensiiach Ha ¢oHe orHen aepeBHH. FOHoma mpocienun
3a B3MIs10M Backu v cxBatuiics 3a Med.

— OctbHb. D10 He Bypaanak. dto Uspa.

Cyraupka nofonuia onmke U octaHoBuiach. OHa M30aBUIIACh OT PIOK3aKa, KOTOPBIH MOILIA
JOCTABJISATh TOPTOBIY. 3HAYMT, 3aJaHue O(UIMAIBHO BBIONHEHO. HO B jMIle SK30PIMCTKH ObLIH
coMHeHusl. Pora Gpocany pe3Hble TeHH Ha e€ JIUIIO.

— Yero Takoe?

— OH... aa... Kopoue, BOT.

Napa nporsHyna cBEPTOK KOpu4yHeBOM Oymarw. Backa paseepnyna. U criortnyna. Ilapens
3arIsiHYIT Yepes3 11eydo.

Bce Tpoe orpoMHBIMU I71a3aMU CMOTPEJIN HA JIEPEBSHHBIN JIAPYMK.

— 3aKa3uuK cKa3aJl — OAUH JIUIIHUMA.

— To ecTb THI yBepeHa, uTo ero He OyayT vckaTth? OH Tak U CKa3ajl «OIUH JIMITHUI» ?

— Ecnn nmogymats, MHe cpa3y MoKa3ajloch CTPAaHHBIM, — KUBHYB, CKa3aia Mapa. — uto B 3akaze
OBLJIO yKa3aHO ceMHAIIaTh KOpoOOK. OOBIYHO MX MaYKaMU 10 BOCEMb MepeBs3hIBAIOT. BUuauMo, KTo-
TO OIIHMOCH.

Backa criotnyna. Lensrit. Yro6 ero. Amuk. Hepyma.

MarneHbKHii TApUMK TOMENIAJICS B JIAIOHSIX, ¥ BHYTPH ObUIO YHIMIA AecsATh, He Oonbine. Ho nist
HUX, TSI MIJIOPOKAEHHBIX, STOT OOBIYHBIH JIECEPTHBIM KOMIIOHEHT Ka3aJiCsl HEBEPOSITHBIM KJIaZOM.
U ero He OyayT UCKaTb.

Backa 3Hana, uto O1arogapst 9K30pIUCTCKON eTe sijia B e€ opraHu3Me nmoyoaBmiock. To, 4to
HOPMAaJIbHBIM OPraHK3M IepeBapuBaeT BoooOIIe 0e3 BOMPOCOB, ceifuac, Tak 1 ObITh, HE MPEJCTABISIIO
i1 Backu cMepTesibHOM OMacHOCTH.

— Tak 4uto ¢ 3TUM fenatb-T0? — CIJIOTHYB CIIOHY, MTOAAJ TOJIOC MapHUIIIKA.

Backa ¢ Uapoii nepernsanyauck. Y Mapel cusiio coMHeHue B Ia3ax, Ho Backa Hanmpasia B3M1s1-
JOM.

— Pyan, Geru B iepeBHIO, — HAKOHEIl CKa3ajia CyrHUpKa.

— Tamm BUHO 1 crienuy, — nogxsaTiiaa Backa. — Celiuac mokaxeM tede, 4To C STUM IeNAaTh.

— A ynbipu?..

— Ynbipy iepeHoCSTCS Ha 3aBTpa — U, €CJIM Mbl JOKUBEM 0 3aBapyIlKH, TO 310, PyaH, Oyaer
CaMblii BOCXMTUTEJIBHBIN OO B TBOCH KU3HHU.
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Karakuon, nenb mecsinia 2Katsbl, 17

— A s 3HaJ1 omHOTO crJb(a, MOX0Xero Ha Tedsl, — 3asiBUJI UTPOK B KapThl. — B MOpoke, Maruu
9TOM BaIlel cepokokel, OH ObUT He CHJIEH, HO TOJIOBY MOPOUYMTh yMe BechbMa Herioxo! He To Xaro
€ro 3BaJiv, He TO XyrO... JIaBHO 3TO OBLIO. ..

— Hy 31ech Ol ero yxe JaBHO MPHUCTPETUIIN, HABePHOE, — MOCTIEIINIT 3aBePUTh XbIOTO.

Nrpok paccmestiics.

— 4 Bcerna yamMBIIsIICS, KaKk €My YIaBaJoCh BHIITyTaThCsl U3 niepeesiok. Tam, B Hepune, napenn
OBLT JIETeH 0N,

— Y MeHs KO3bIPHOIA.

— BoT Be3yHYHK. .. — UTPOK MEPEKTIOUUIICS Ha KapThl, MOMEHTAIBHO 3a0BIB O CTAPOM 3HAKO-
MoM. OH MPOUTPHIBAJL.

— V MeHs TOXe ecTh OJHa 3HaKOMasl, — YIbIOHYJICS cuitbua. — E€ 30ByT Yiaua.

— CMoTpH, He TTPOBOPOHB CBOIO yauy, — PaCCesTHHO OTBETHJI UTPOK. — OHa He JoOuT, Koraa
O Hell yIIOMUHAIOT BCIIyX.

Xpioro 0buT0 Beceno. C MOMeHTa HEOXKUAAHHOTO CIIACEHHUsI €ro CJIOBHO MOIXBATUJIO PYYbEM
KaKoro-TO HOBOT'O BJIOXHOBEHHUSI, PJIOCTU KU3HHU.

— A 9 BOT HCTOPHIO UHTEPECHYIO CIIBIIIAT, — ME/JICHHO, Kak Obl HEeB3HAUal, HavaJ oH. — [ 0BO-
pAT, B [lonmnHe BoLy BUAEIN.

Urpok mpucBUCTHY/I. 3a COCETHUM CTOJMKOM Jaxe OOEpHYIUCh M KWUHYJIU Ha cuibguua
HACMEIUIUBBIA B3IJIs.

— 4 cam B Caxacajie HeJaBHO, OTKYy/la K€ MHE 3HaTb, — Mpoaosikan Xeioro. — Ho pa3 myrerie-
CTBEHHUKH TOBOPAT. . .

— TyT npoCThIX CTPAHHUKOB HE BOAMUTCS, — HE TIOJHMMAsI B3MJIsi1a, OTBETUI UTPOK. — Kakou-
HUOYb CTaphlil TUIYT, [OHEIl ero jepu, Iesblil IeHb OyJeT NeTh TeOe MeCeHKH, JIUIIb Obl BHIOUTD
CKUJKY Ha KaTaKHu.

— Ox, Tak 3HAYUT, KaTaKu He yraja B 1ieHe? — MPUTBOPHO KAJIOCTIMBO CIPOCH XbIOTO. —
N B nonuue HUKTO He BUAET BOAy?

— O6manymu Tebs1, PykKOK, — TOHOM 3HATOKA OTBETUJI coOeceTHUK. Thl CIIUIIKOM JIOBEPYUB.
Ho uto nogenars? Bel, cunbdupl, kKak net. HauBHOCTH Tak U MPET.

XbIOrO TPOMKO B3/I0XHYJI, HE3aMETHO TOATACOBBIBAsI KAPThl U3 PyKaBa.

— BoT KTO IefICTBUTENILHO BHEIIIHEE OTPOIbE, TaK ITO HAEMHUKY [ WIIbInu, — CUIIb(U/ PeImi
3alTH ¢ Apyroro Kpas. — CIblian, oqHoro 0e/1o1ary Ha JHSIX 9yTh He MPUCTPETHIN COBCEM PSIJIOM,
B JloxxOune. Tot yneneTHy:1, TOIBKO NATKU cBepkayi. CaM He 3HaeT, Kak craccsi ot camoro Jxapa
CranpHol Pyku.

— Yo 32 aypatkoe npo3uiie?

— W3 mopeit Kpacroca, roBopsir.

Nrpok 3amep ¥ MOJIOKWIT KapThl.

— Kpacroc nepemernyscs k Toprosoii ['mnbauu. .. Hy nena. .. JIeldCTBUTENBHO MECKU MPUILLUIN
B JIBVDKCHHUE. . .

Ero B3miga TpeBOKHO OTOPBAJICA OT CTOja M M3ydaj Xbloro. TOT MOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO B3SJI
OIACHBIA MaHEBp, U celvac paoBaICs, YTO ObUT OOMOTaH IapgoM MoYTH JI0 TJ1a3.

— 3ansarHas ucropus. Ko x Tebe e€ pacckazan?

XbIOr0 HEJIEMNO MOXKAJ MJIeYaMU.

— Tak, TONKyeT Hapof, — U, BCTPETUB €IlE OJUH UCTILITYIOIIUNA B3IJISA, MPEANOYE 3aHEPBHU-
yarth 1 3a0erath mazamu. — Hy, nomyctum, s TnaHO WH(pOpPMATOpa B I71a3a He BUJIEI. .. TOBOPST, OH
YEJIOBEK CEPbE3HBDIA!

Nrpok tuxo 3acmesics.
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— Ha, apyr, Tsl mpocTto HeuTo. OTKY/A ke Thl 3€Ch TaKOW B3suICA?

— A muccuonep u3 Poguana, — orBetus1 Xpbioro. — M MHe TpEeBOKHO MycKaTbCsl B JIPYTrOil TOPO[,
KOTJa T0 TIeCKaM OpOAST TaKKe TUTIBL.

— A Caxacan BooOmie Mecto ornacHoe. OcoOeHHO ceituac. Bce Hayamy BHIOMpATh CTOPOHBI.
Kpacroc, kak Buauiiib, kMETCA K ['vibauu. . .

— Kakue emni€ croponsi?

— A ux Bcero aBe. U ecnm He XO4elIb BHIOMpATh — a sl HACTOSITEIbHO HE COBETYIO JIe3Th Ty/a —
TO Bcerja nmyreuectByi AHEM. HouHast mycTeiHs, npUsaTesb, 3T0 Apyroe Mmecto. Ho s ciblinas, Bai
HapOJ U TaK BCErAa CIMT O HOYaM. . .

Xbioro nomopiuics. OH 1 paBaa NpeArnounTal NepeaBUraTbCs THEM, HECMOTPS Ha OUYEBU/I-
Hbl€ KJIMMaTUYECKUE 3aTPyAHEHUS.

— HNurepecHo. A uto Oyner, eciym MeHsl OQHaX[bl MOCTaBAT nepen camoctpenom? Ilocpenn
KpacHOro aHs?..

— Monuce, utoOsl Th ipuroanics Mcdupara. Bo3amoxkHo, OHM TeOs1 BBITAIIAT. .. XOTs YTO UM
B3SITh C TaKOro OoBaHa?

— Komy?..

Nrpok npoposkan THXO CMESIThCS.

— Ecnu Haémuuku w3 [unpauu, ga emé u cnoppyunsle Kpacroca, BB Ha Oefonary, To
Tosbko camu Mcupara mormu ero cniactu. [IJist HUX JIeNo TUIEBOE.

XbIOrO TUXOHBKO 3aIIEBEIN YILIAMHU.

— Yro ThI MMeeLb B BULY? — CIPOCUJI OH, NTOJCTABUBLIKCH 1071 KAPTOUYHYIO aTaky. Pasropsuén-
HBIA TONTOXIaHHOW TIOOEI0M, UTPOK 3arOBOPHIT KUBEe.

—T'oBopsT, BriepBBIe 32 HECKOJIBKO cOTeH JieT B Caxacasie NosiBUIach Hogas 2uavoust. He Ganna,
MOJBsI3aHHAsI K TOProBIaM, HE CTasi MapoIEpOB, HE IMAXTEPCKUIM KOHromepar. Uto-to npyroe.
HuKTO HEe MOHUMAET, KTO OHH M OTKY/a B3SUTUCh, HO. .. IPUCMOTPHCH, KOT/1a Oy/Ielh XOIUTb IO Kpac-
HBIM TIecKaM, cuiibgd. CMoTpu BHUMAaTebHO. i BooOIIe HE CMOTpH.

— YeM ke OHM 3aHUMAIOTCS TOrga? DTO HOBOE OOIIEeCTBO?

Wrpok cHss KapTel ¥ MOMOTAJ roioBoi. XbIOrO BUJEJ, UYTO Karelbka 10Ta MOTeKJIa 10 ero
BUCKY. HaBepHoe, cyxoit Bo31yx. M oH yxe KaJiell, 4TO PacyCTHII SI3bIK.

— Y106 MHe BO BHeliHeM OrHe croperb, €CJM s caM YTO-TO MOHMMAi mpo Hux. Hy ma mue
Y He HYXHO. 3pI0yurii ECOK! — OH BAPYT Pe3KO Pa3ApakMIICs, MepeMsiT KapThl U XMYpO OIMyCTHJ
I71a3a, AaBas [oKas3arb, YTO Pa3sroBOP OKOHYEH.

«Hy nagHo Torma», — 3alyMYMBO CJIEAMBIINI 32 COOGCEJHUKOM XbIOTO MPOJOJIKUI UTPYy Oe3
paccnpocos.

Ucupara.
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Hepymukon, 1enb Mmecsna sKarssl, 17

CyMepKH COBCEM CTYCTHJIMCh CPE/IU 3JIATONUCTHIX JiepeBbeB. TUXO U TEMHO.
Cren Briepeau oberman JoObuy.

[Nocne mamsTHOTO AHS, KOT/ia OHU ¢ MIapoii 1 napHUIIKO#, Msi KoToporo Backa cHoBa 3a0bia,
pa3fenwiy SIUK HepyMa C TopsTYuM TMPsSIHBIM BUHOM, UX %kJ1a71 B JloMe yiHHBIN BRITOBOpP. Beg, uero
Backa no0uack 3a mpeaIecTByIolye THA APECCUPOBKOM CO3HAHMsI, OBUIO YTEPSIHO, U 171 BEPHYJICS
B opranusM. M Backa cBormMu 11azamMu BUjieNa, Kak yrposxaioie noremuen Tamucman Onpesesnenust.

«Hy xopo1110 XOTh He NOIIEN PKABYMHOM».

Backa He 3Haa, XBaTUT JIM Yy HEE CUJT ¥ BOJIM IIPOUTH BCE 0OyUYEHHUE, UM OHA CTAHET TeM, KOTO
SK30PIMCTHI 32 I71a3a Ha3bIBAIM «HEBILIENKaMu». CIIOMaHHOM 5KeJITOBOJIOCOM OTCTYIHUIIEH C MPO-
prkaBeBIneit aymoi. B mobom ciryuae, B €€ TulaHbl OTHO3HAYHO HE BXOJWJIO JIOMAThCSI TaK CKOPO.

Wapa, xkaxercst, BooOIe paccTporsach. [1o MHOra BCIIBIXMBAOIIUM UCKOPKaM B ITyOMHE I71a3
Backa Bujiena, 4to oHa X0Ts1 ObI He kajeeT. DTo ObLI0 Obl cOBceM 00MIHO. MOXeT, CyTHUpKa yTelaia
ce0s1 TeM, YTO OHM BCE-TAKM YCTPOWJIM YYJOBHUIIHBIN pa3HOC HE3/y YIbIpeil Ha OOpaTHOM ITyTH.
Jlyudriie, 4eM BUHO U HEpYM, 110 MHEHMIO Backu, Moriia ObITh TOJIBKO Jpaka nocje Takoro nupa. Koraa
BCE TEJIO 3BEHEJIO HACKBO3b, M KaXJa KPOBU 3aXJIECThIBAJA, U B KaKJOM JIBUKEHHM OIyLIAJIach
Heyracumasl Cuia.

Backa caenana 3nak Mape, ckpblBalolieics 3a 1€peBoM, U IPUHSLIACh KPacThCsl JaJlbllie.

Paznancs mopox u xpycr. O6epHyBIIMCch, Backa yBraena, Kak MeBeIsTCs BETKH, HO CO CTO-
POHBI 3TO OBLIO MOXOKe Ha NTUYBI0 BO3HIO. Koraa 3Byku 3aruxiiu, Backa BeITammmia opyxue U npu-
OMM3MIach eme HEeMHOTO K LIeJTH.

Mouctp Ut AXxpa cTos1 IpsAMO BIEPEAN, B CBETE JIYHBI, pa3aupasi U Moromas ioTh Kakoro-
TO JKMBOTHOTO. Backa Hajesiack, 4To 3TO OBUIO )KUBOTHOE. XOTsI, BIIPOYEM, €l ObUTO BCE PaBHO.

Ene cnpiHo cBuctHyB M3pe, OHa crenana eme HEeCKOJIBKO TUXMX IaroB Brepén. Kpacrbes
y Backu 06bI4HO HE 0YeHb MOTyYaoch, IIO3TOMY €i MTPUXOAMIIOCH CIEIUTD 32 KaXIbIM ABHKEHUEM,
Ka/1pIM 11aroM. Mapa ke Kak-To 1o-3BepuHOMY 3aTauilach CpeIy BETBEI TUTMBI, TaK YTO €€ COBCEM
He ObLJIO BUIHO.

... xonen. Ilo nociegnemy BackmHOMY CUrHany CyrHMpKa KMHYJIaChb BHU3, L€ MOHCTPY
B ropsio. Kak nanrepa.

«Tak BOT Kak 3TO BBIIVISIIUT CO CTOPOHBI», — ycMeXHYsach Backa, BcrioMyHas Hanasienue B Tpu-
IOyKaHe.

3akpruaB 4TO-TO yrposkaroliee, OHa KMHY/IACh B aTaKy U3 CBOEro Kycta. MOHCTp ObLT paHeH,
€ro 3aCTaJI BPaCIUIOX, OIHAKO OT OOJIM €ro HeueJoBeuecKasi Chiia JIMIIb Bo3pocia. Yto x...

INoka Mapa BeITUIsSICHIBAJIA C KMHKAJIAaMU, HAHOCSI OBICTpPBIE yIapbhl OTOBCIONY U OTBJIEKasl Bpara,
Backa ycnieBana pyOuTh 3yOpHCTBHIM KJIMHKOM M HAHOCHUTB CepbE3HbIe paHbl. CIM3uCTas pBaHas KOka
YYJOBUIIA TIOKPBUIACH €r0 COOCTBEHHON KPOBBIO — IPSI3HO-KOPUYHEBOM, My3bIPYATON, CMEIIAHHOW
C THOEM.

Heckosnpko pa3 oHO nbiTasiock noiiMath Backy, 1 el IpUXoauIoch YBOPauMBaTbCsl OT THUJIBIX
3y0OB Ha MCKaXXEHHOM JIMIIE, JINOO OT KOI'Tel Ha Yepecdyp JUIMHHBIX, )KUJIUCTHIX pyKax.

IlepekaruBiuce B cropoHy, Backa oka3zayach y cTBojia MBBl. MOHCTp HECCA NMPAMO Ha HEE,
1 Backa oTnpbIrHysia B OC/I€IHUI MOMEHT, XOPOILIEHBKO ITHYB TBaph CalloroM BAOTOHKY. OnHako
MOHCTP M He JyMaJl Bpe3aTbCsl B iepeBo. Ero peakuysi 1 HOUHOE 3peHHe 3HAYMTEIbHO MPEBOCXO-
UM BaCKUHBI okuaHuss. OH JIMIIb OTTOJIKHYJICS OT CTBOJA M IpbIrHY/1 Ha Backy. Ta kunynach
B CTOPOHY, CHOBa IIepeKaTuIach, OTIPbIrHYyJIa. 3aryIsiHyJIa B KPYIIHBIE, 3AJIUThIE THOEM SIPKO-KENThIE
I71a3a ¥ CO BCEW CUJIbI BOTKHY/Ia KJIIMHOK Mek1y HUMH. B creyomuii MOMEHT e€ 001asio Mep3KIM
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ObIXaHMEM Yy/AHWINA, TaK YTO OHA OTIIATHYJIAach. OHO emE MeBeInIoch M Jaxke cCoOMpaIoch Mpoao-
’aTb OMTBY, HO YK€ JBUTAJIOCh ME/IJIEHHO ¥ XaOTHYHO. M3pa BhITama 1enb 1 HakuHyJa e€ Ha 11eto
MoHcTpy. Harsinyna. E€ canor ynépes B BICTynaonuii xpeoet. Yyauiie 3axpurieno, ero teso cnado
3a0usiock. Y Backu nosiBuiachk BO3MOXXKHOCTh YXBAaTUTHCSA 32 3YOPHUCTHIN U TIOTSHYTh. .. HO KJIMHOK
r1yOoKo 3acen B yeperie. Toraa oHa BbIXBaTUJIa U3-3a MOsiCA KOPOTKUI OXOTHUYMIA HOX M, BHIOpaB
MOMEHT, BOTKHYJIa ero cOOKy B ropio Ut Axpa. ['ajikoe jie3Bre JIerko BOIUIO U ¢ TAXUM YaBKaHbEeM
MOKUHYJIO MOJYTHUIYIO TUI0Th. KpOBb XJIbIHY/IA HA TPaBY M TYT YyJMILE YKE HE YCTOSIIO.

OHo e1é OMII0Ch B KOHBYJIbCHSIX KaKOe-TO BpeMsi, OMEp3UTEIbHO KpIoyach Ha Tpase, a Backa,
MIPUCEB Ha KOPTOUYKH, XMYpPO HaOmogas1a 3a HuM. Vspa npennoysia oTBepHyThCS M OTCTYIUTD B ITOJTY-
MpakK.

Haxkonen uyauine nepecraio ApblratbCs B arOHUM, XOTS OHO BCE €LIE KPIOUMJIIOCh, Korna Backa
MHYJIa €r0 HOroil. DTU TBAPU YKACHO JIOJITO MOJbIXAIOT.

— HysxHO moxopoHuTh Gefonary, — pa3gajicsi i3 TeHH rojloc HanapHuIpl. Backa nmogHsina OpoBb.

— Hukak BmoOuiach, IOKa ero 1ernbko aymmia?

— A npo 31oro, — Mapa ykaszasa Ha rpyay TpsIbs U Msca, HaJ KOTOPOil OHM HAIIUTY Yy/IOBUIIIE.
Jla, 310 OBLIO He KUBOTHOE. Kakoi-TO KpeCThIHUH, €CJIN CYIUTh IO OMMETKAM OJICIK/IbI.

— Ox, ma 6poce. [TpoBeps Jiyulire, HET JIM y HETrO Yero IeHHOoro, — Opocuiia Backa.

Nspa Haxmypuiiace.

— OH uenoBek. U 3acimyxkuBaeT, 4TOOHI €ro MmogodaroIe MpoBOAWIN K 3BE31HOMY OOry!

— JlagHo, 1 cama ero odIapio, — roxasa riedamu Backa.

— OX... Hy noyeMy ThI Takas!

Backa B3noxnyna. Haunnaercs.

— OH xe yesnoBek, Kak u Tol! Hacrosiiee ;xuBoe cyecTBO, OJHa KPOBb. .. HEYKEJIM TaK CJI0KHO
MIPOSIBUTH HY XOTb KaIulio cOuyBCTBUA? ] yke He roBOPIO O MMPOCTOM YBaKEHUU K MEPTBBIM !

W>pa 31m006HO cMoTpena, Kak Backa, cMOPIIMBIIMCH OT OTBpAILCHUs, epeOupaeT KpoBaBbie
JOXMOTbsI. YTO OBl CyrHMpKa He rOBOpWJIA, Ha YeJOBeKa 3TO ObUIO MOXOXKe O4YeHb Mayio. Backe
MIOBE3JI0O — B OIHOM M3 KapMaHOB OHA Hallla MOHETHI, a Ha Iuee BUcesa KyJloH. Bo3MmoxHO, 4To
U [IETI0YKa, ¥ TIOJIBECKA ObLIIM U3 HACTOSIIIIETO 30JI0TA.

— Ox, /12 K KOMY s 00palacs. .. — npogokana kumnets Mapa. — Tel u 00pydaabHOE KOJTBIIO
C HEro CHUMEIlb, HE TaK JIn?

— O! Xopomas unes, — coracunach Backa, mocmorpesna Ha Tpyn U B310xHy/a. — He Bbiizer.
Ero pyka yxe cpezeHa.

— Thl... TH... — mOKpacHeBIas oT rHeBa Mapa cxpatmina Backy 3a miedo. — Te6s BooOIe
HE BOJIHYET HMYEro, KpoMe HaKMBBI U COOCTBEHHOTO yHOBOJIBCTBUSA? Thl IPOCTO caMoyBepeHHast
rveHa, crepsaTHuia!.. Thl ke moHuMaenb, uTo oH Bcé enié 31ech? Ero ayx. [loka psjgoM He nosiBu-
ek crenbl 3Bé3aHoro Jluca. Y s Hagesiack, 4To BeTyruieHue B JIoM XOTh HEMHOTO TeOst 00pasy-
MHUT. ..

Backa crapanach 1epxaTbcsl U He OTBETUTH — CJIOBOM MJIM KyJJakoM. OHa pe3Ko CTpsIXHYJIa PyKy
CYTHUPKH C IUIeYa.

— He nmuc, a nuopHc. Pa3zee B MHkBu3uium He nipenofatot peauruio? Vi BaMm TONbKO HaBSI3bI-
BaIOT TaM TpereT nepez nocrynaramu? — Backa no-ponusu risigesna Ha Mapy. Ta ockanuiack B OTBeT,
U B CBeTe JIyHbI OnecHysu e€ Oenble KIbIKU. — M ecnu cam 3BE3AHBIN KOPOJIb HE CUMTAET HYKHBIM
MIPUIATH 110 JYIIy 3TOrO KycKa Msica, TO oYemy 1 JA0JKHA CUIETh HaJl HUM?

— Kak e Tbl OecHilb, — OTKpPOBEHHO 3asiBUJIa CyrHUpKa. — Jlaxke ceifuac, Koraa Mbl JOJKHBI
padorarh BMeECTE. ..

— 51 TeGe HUYEro He JNOJKHA, 9TO pa3, — epedwia pa3apakeéHHas Backa. OHa dyyBcTBOBaNA,
YTO eIIé HEMHOTO U BCe MPeJOX PAHUTENN COPBYTCS, — §1 He KJIsiach OBITh 3AIIUTHIKOM CIPaBe -
BocTH — 11iBa. U...
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— Jla iieBath 5 XoTesa Ha TBou LU epku, — He Boiiepxkaia Mapa. — [lymaeriib, caenaelis poxy
MOKUCJIEE U CTaHellTb MyJIpeil BceX 9K30PLUCTOB?

— Kak MMHUMYM OJHOM, 9TO TOUHO, — OrpbI3HYJIach Backa 1 oTHIaTHYJIACk OT yaapa 110 JIUITY.

3aKpbIB I1LEKY JIQJIOHBIO, OHA C HEHABUCThIO ocMoTpesia Ha Wapy. Cyraupka crosiia, pacrna-
JIMBLUASICSl, pacTpENaHHasi, ¢ SPOCTHBIM OTHEM B IMa3ax. Ceiluac OHa sIBJIsIaCh MOJIHOM MPOTUBO-
TMIOJIOKHOCTBIO TOMY, 4eM cTpemuiiach Obith. [lomymaB 00 stom, Backa He mMoriia He paccMesThes.
ITO NOIYYMIIOCh TIIYXO U COBEPILIEHHO HeBecesio. HaBepHoe, oHa cama BbIIIIsiesia He JIydllle, C pac-
TpPEMNaBLIMMCS XBOCTOM BOJIOC U MIEPEMa3aHHBIM JIMIIOM, OHa HEMHOTO MO-IMKOMY YXMbUISUIACh, UTO
OUYEHb He II0 YeJTOBEYEeCKOH pace.

— B criepyronmii pas st orBeuy, — npeaynpeansia oHa, moTporas meky. Ta ropena, Ho He oryxaia.
K cuacrtbio, Mapa ynapuiia He TOi pyKoii, Ha KOTOPOI HOCHJIA BCE CBOU KOJIbLIA.

W3naB npe3purenbHOe pbluaHue, CyTHUpKa OTBEpHYJIach. Bo3MoXkHO, 10 HEE joluia Bes IIy-
NOCTh cuTyauun. Mapa HaKJIOHWIach K TPYILy U, He IIsis Ha BacKy, mombitanack yJI0KUTb ero Oonee-
MeHee aKKypaTHO. TIIETHO — HECYACTHBIN YEJIOBEK CKOpee MOXOANI Ha PacTep3aHHbIi MEIIOK C MSIC-
HBIMH OIIMETKamMU. Vapa B30XHYIa U MTOKavyasia roJI0BOM.

— Xouenib Komarh sIMy, BaJIsiil, — C IOYTH HAITyCKHBIM paBHOAYyIIHEeM Opocuia Backa u orcry-
nuia K MOBEPKEHHOMY MOHCTpY. — fl momorars He Oyay.

JlyHHBIH 11apb U ero Oesible JTMCHI-TIOMOITHUKY M TaK HAUIYT Iy HECUACTHOTO, YTOOBI YBECTH
ero B 3BE3HBIN uepTor. Backa He coOmpasiach kJaTh, MOKA PSIIOM MOSIBATCS CIEJbl MSTKUX JIarl.
Ecnu, koHeuHo, TyIia BOoOIe JOCTOMHA TaKOW yJacTH.

Uynosuiiie CIOXJI0 OKOHYATEIBHO. YTIEPEeBIIIHIChH CAallOrOM B MOPITMHUCTHIN JI00, AeBYIIKA yXBa-
THJIAach 3a 3yOpUCTBI M pe3ko MOTsHy/a. [locne HemoArux yCHIMA KJIMHOK BHIIIENT U3 Yeperna,
BBI3BAB €1IE O/IMH PyuYeeK TyxJon KpoBu. [TomopiyBivics, Backa npuHsiiach BHITUPATh MEY O TPABY.
N3penka oHa Gpocaia Kochle MoOOMBITHBIE B3MIAAB Ha Mapy. CyrHupka crosiia HaJ TpyIoM CIIMHOM
K Hell U He 1IEeBEJIIIaCh.

«3anpusbIBHYI0, YTO JIM, YuTaeT?» — nogymaia Backa, HO Monmyaa.

Hakoner, korna Bce Bely ObUI COOpaHBbl, a OpYKUE U [IETTh OYUIIIEHBI U CIIOKEHbI, THKBU3UTOP
obepHyack. E€ ¢pmoneroBo-cepast koxka cepeOpuiiach B CBETE JIyHBI.

— [otiném, — KOPOTKO KMHYJA OHA ¥ OBICTPO HAIIPABWJIACH MPOYB C TIOJISTHBI.
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Hepymukon, Houb sKatBbl, 19—20

Backa cuzena B ieHTpe 3aia.

B uenrpe 3ana nius Menurauuid.

Backa Obl1a He U3 TeX, KTO TUXOHBKO MPOOMpaeTcsi B OOUIMIA 31, YTOObl 3a0paThCsi B YIo
Y HEJIOBKO TMOBTOPSITH 32 OCTAILHBIMU. Pa3 yk oHa npuIiuia, oHa coOMpasach MOIy4IUTh CBOE 1O MaK-
cumymy. [lostomy oHa ycenack npsiMo nocepeauHe, Nonoxuia nepex rmasamu Tanucman Onpene-
JIEHUS1 U BCEPbE3 MbITAIACH COCPEAOTOUNTHCS.

W Bce-Taku oHa npuIlIa HOUbIO. 3BE3/Ibl CBETUIN CKBO3b BHICOKME Y3KUE OKHA; AK€ HE OKHA,
a IIeJTi B CTeHaX, 3a0paHHble MAJICHBKUMU OeJTBIMU CTEKJIBIIIIKAMHU.

Czamm pazpanuch marn HacraBauka. Ero ums Backa Tak u He ygocyxunach 3anioMHUTh. OH
CTOsIJT 32 €€ CITMHOM HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, HO Backy 310 He 6ecriokomio. OHa cujena, HemoABUKHAS
KaK KaMeHb, ¥ TI0 Hell CJIOKHO OBUIO CKa3aThb, OJO3PEBAET JIM OHAa BOOOIIE O Yy)KOM MPUCYTCTBUM.
N ppiomr nu BooO1e.

— B te6e BcE-Taku ecTh MOTEHIINAN, YTOOBI CTaTh SK30PIUCTOM, — IIPO3BYYaIl TIIyXOM, HO 100-
pblii roJioc.

Backa ycraiio nokayasia ronoBom.

— Bbl oTBIIEKaETE MEHS OT YMCTBEHHBIX 3aHATHIL, YUUTEIIb, — CAEPKaHHO OTBETHIIa OHA. [TouTn
6e3 UPOHUH.

[Nocnenaue THU OHA MOTPATHJIA HA TOTMBITKU YECTHO MPOSIBUTH MHTEpeC K 00yuenuto. B MHo-
puyMe yu€Oa aBanach ei Jerko, u Backa Bceraa cumtana cebsi ClocOOHON M OCOOEHHOM, HO C TeX
nop, kak nokunysna [apsimii OcTpoB, y He€ He ObUTO TPUYUH CTPEMUTHCA K YeMy-mOo. Teneps —
BO3MOXHO, U3-3a M3pbl, KOTOpas Belb MOXKET U BHIPBAThCS BIIEPEN, U HAYaTh 3a3HABATHCS. .. WJIU €€
3a0pasia 3Ta o0OmIas armocdepa HpaBCTBEHHOCTH M ycTpemiieHus1? Vinu ucryranu pacckassl O Mmpo-
BaJIMBLLIMXCS HEYJaYHUKaX, HOTEPSABLIMX AyIIU?.. A MOXeT, ToToMy uTo Backe HakoHel npeiaran
pa3BUBaTh TO, YeM OHA SIBJISUIACH HA camMoM Oene. DK30PLUUCTBI — CTpaHHble pedsTa. VHorma oHu
Kasamch Backe cMenHbpIMU M HecepbE3HbBIMU. M B TO ke BpeMms... OX, HET, OHa He MOIJIa BOCXU-
I1aThCS] UMU.

W Bor Bemp, Backa maxe cpeaum poauMyend ymydpsiiach ObITh MOpPAJIbHO Oe3HAIEKHOM.
Hacronbko, 4To gaxe He MbITaaach BOCTOPraThCs T0OJECTHBIMHU KaueCTBAMHU WA CTPEMUTHCS K HUM.

Ona — [IpeBnee 350. [ToroMOK MIJIOpoauBIIKXCS, CO3AaBUIMX pa3pbiB B Cdepe U 3anmycTuB-
X BHYTPh MOHCTPOB 13 BHemHero [Tnamenu. 910 Obuto 6113K0 1 OHATHO. OHA HE yaepkasach
B MHOpUyMe, OHa He cTajia YeM-TO BEJIMKKAM WJIM TIOTPSICAIOIIMM, OHA MPOCTO Oe30MHasi Opozsira,
HaéMHMIIA M TIOTACKyXa, Kak pyraiachk Vapa. Bypaanauuii moHoc, 3a4yeM oHa BOOOIIe 31eCh?

— Bce cpaxatorcs ¢ MOHCTpaMH, — 3aroBopuiia oHa. — VIHKBU3UTOPBI, aJaMaHTOBAas rBapaus,
OXOTHUKU-OAUHOYKHU. .. [Touemy sk3opuuctsi? [Touemy Bbl Bee 310 3atesn? Yem Mbl Jyyiie ux?..

Backa ciymana tummHy, Kycas ry0y. OHa 1a)e He pacCUMTBhIBaJIa BCEPbE3 MOTyUUTh KaKue-
TO HOBBIE OTBETHI.

— 4 Bupgen, kak Te cMoTpena Ha Kapniepuna. Tel He nipu3Haénb ero, — Kak Backa u oxupjana,
HACTaBHHK OTBETHJI COBCEM HeBromnaja. Kakoit 6ecTOIKOBbII HACTABHUK.

— KapnepuH. .. raBHbIA MacTep 9K30piUcT? A, HET, OH HE MOKET ObITh 3K30puucToM. OH mpo-
croii yenosek. He nepexuBiumii.

— Ia. Tbl He corylacHa MOTYUHSATHCS YETIOBEKY ?

— [a Her, Bc€ nmpaBuiibHO. MBI — AWKKE 3BEPH, B KOHILIE KOHIIOB. KTO-TO AOMKEH AepkaTh MOBO-
JIOK, 4TOOBI He CITYIHJIOCh OeIbl. .. — Backa mpejicraBisiia, Kak Xmyputces purypa 3a e€ cnimaoi. OHa
ycresa MmoHsATh, yto Kapriepuna mo6wmu B lome. OH npugyma uieo, ol Hadamt 31o Bc€. OH, Oyayuu
CTapblM BOMHOM M YCIIEIIIHBIM TOPrOBLEM, Ha CBOW AEHBIM HAa4yaJl OCYLIECTBIISATbH OJHY U3 CaMbIX
POMaHTHUYECKUX UEH, Koraa-indo, HaBepHoe, BO3HUKaBIMX B ripeaenax Cgepsl )Kuznu. Pazpickatsb
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3aCITy’KEeHHO MPOKJIATHIX CYLIECTB, COOpaTh UX B TeIUIe U A0Ope. .. AaTh HANEKAY, AaTh TUTYJ, JaTh
maHc. .. ToJbKO HerepeKUBIIUI MOT N300peCcTH Takoe.

— OH BmOOJEH B MIVIOPOJMBIIMXCS, — HACTABHUKY HAKOHEIl HACKYUYHJIO CTOSITh BHE 30HBI BU/IU-
MOCTH, ¥ OH BBIILIEJT BIIEPEN, B JIyUH CBETa MHEEBO-CEPeOPHCTOM JIyHbI. — Koria oObIYHbIE JOIH, WITH
CEpOKOKUE — KTO YTOAHO — CMOTPSIT HAa MOHCTPOB, OHH BCET/1a OLLYIIAIOT OIHO U TO *ke. Yikac. HeHa-
BUCTb. OTTOpKEHUE. 3HAKOMBIE ClloBa?

3HakoMmble. Tak Ha3bIBaIMCh (POPMBI JIMIL, C KOTOPBIMU JIIOAU CMOTpeu Ha Backy.

— ...M TaK OHHU BC€ W UAYT B OOM, — MPOJOJIKAJ CTAPUK. — 3AIUTHUKU. OXOTHUKH. VIHKBU-
3UTOpbI. BenKonenHble MEYHUKH, BCE OHU, HO B KOHEUHOM CYETe BCE, YTO OHM JEJAIOT, IPOUCXO-
JIWT U3...

— ...CTpaxa, —3akoHumIa Backa. OHa yyBCcTBOBasIa, Kak HOTKA 3JI0paIHOI0 BOCTOPra COpBaJlach
C €€ A3blKa B 3TOM CJIOBE.

— 3a cBoto ku3Hb. YecTh. 3a moOumbIxX. 3a Oyayiiee MUpa, B KOTOPOM OHU pacTAT jetei. Bee,
OT Yero Mbl ¢ TOOOW M3HAYATIBHO M30aBJIEHBI. A UTO Thl YyBCTBYEIIb, KOIJ]a CTOMIIb Nepe]l YyA0BH-
em?

Backa 3a1yMunBO yCMEXHYJIaCh.

Bosteesa? Ona korna-To 3amyctuiia MOHCTpoB B Cepy Kusznu. BHeniHue pa3pymaim mnos-
cepsl, pa3pyIIvIv THICSAYM KU3HEHN, UCKA3WIM HaBcera /iBa Haponaa. OHU OTHSUIU TOKOW Y BCEro
MUpa.

Ho xoraa Backa crout oiHa nepe1 IMBHEBBIM BYp/IajlakoM, HE CYLIECTBYET HUYETro TaKOro, 4To
3Ta MaKOCTh MOIJIA OBl y Heé OTHSTb.

Korma-to ona 3amycruina moHctpa B Cepy Kusnau. D10 ommdka, KOTOPYIO el Clie/lyeT Ucrpa-
BUTh. M 3TO He ornucaTh HY TpaKTaTaMH, HU HacTaBjeHUsIMU. Korjga-1o JaBHO, MHOTO KU3HEN Ha3a/l,
Backa ObUTa cpeiv mepBbIX, KTO IIOCMOTPENT MOHCTpaM B 1ia3a. M ¢ Tex mop Mexay HUMH YCTaHO-
BUJIACh CBSI3b, UTO HE 3a0BITh 32 COTHAMM TepepoxkieHnid. C TeX Mmop OHU HECYTCsl HaBCTpedy JAPYT
Apyry.

— Tel uyBCcTBYEIIb 3TO?

Backa monmyana.

— OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, — MPOAOJIKAN MeTh HactaBHUK. — MBI cpakaeMcsi He OT Oe3bICXOTHOCTH,
Y HEe paau novecteil. DK30pIUCThl BIUBAIOTCS B JIEJI0, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TO Hauie J1el0, 3TO B Hallel
KpoBU. MenuTupysi, Tbl OYMINAEIIb MBICIU C OJHOW LIEJNbI0: OTIMYUTh MO-HACTOSIIEMY Ba)KHOE
OT ocTajbHOrO. MI3roHsiens BCE uIHee U3 padyMa. Yaajselb NpeApacCyIKi, HEKOHTPOJIUpPyeMbIe
SMOIIUH, JIMIITHIE COMHeHus. Jlyia qomkHa 00eCIIBETUThLCS, a He BOJIOCH. BOJIOCH MOOENe0T camMH.
N 310... — 0H nokazasn Ha Tamucmad. — ThI 3HAEIb, UYTO €10 HE B METAJLIE.

Backa ciymana. [Ipuctans K Held CTapuK JHEM C STMMU HACTABJICHUSIMH, OHA OBI. .. HET, THEM
HacraBauk He Hamén Ob e€ B 3aie MenuTaiuii. A BOT HOYHasI TOCKa jiepxkaina Backy 3aeck, Tpe6o-
Bajia ciaymath 6osbiie. bosbloe aeno, oTBeTcTBEHHOCT. .. Ho urto, eciiu Backa coBceM He Takas,
Kak Bce 9Tv Jiionn? B Helt He ObTO BCTPOSHHOTO OJIaropojiCTBa, He OBLIO TyXOBHOM KPacOTHl M JOO-
poaereni. OHa okazanach B JJomMe DK30pIMCTOB HE OT UyBCTBa JI0JITa, & JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO ITPOXO-
JIJIa MUMO.

OHa Bc€ ucKasa OTBET Ha 3aJjaHHblid Boripoc. UTo OHa Ha caMoOM [iesie YyBCTBYET, CTOSI Tiepe/]
Nt Axpa? Yto ke 3T0 32 OIllyIleH!e TaKoe. ..

Backe nierko manvich 60eBble MCTIBITAHMSA... Ja Kakue ke 3T0 Oblii ucrhbitaHus? [TomoBuHa
PEKPYTOB camM¥ MOyOMBaIM JIpyT Apyra, MUHYs npaBuia. M B uém-To 310 ObLIO Beceso. Backa ocra-
JIach B BBDKUBIIIEH MojIoBMHE. Ho 3TO He 3HaUMII0, 4TO OHA JTydIiie. DTO JIMIIb 3HAYUJIO, UYTO OHA Oojiee
CrocoOHa K BbDKMBaHUIO. KaXIblii, KTO CTPACTHO KeJlaJl MPUCOSTUHUTLCS K IK30PLUCTaM, HO ObLI
yOWT TIO TIIYIIOCTH, BCE-TAKM 3aCTyKHBAJI STOTO 3BaHUS HA MOPSAIOK OOJIbIIIE.
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«OuncTU cOo3HaHME, BHIOPOCH BCIO OTPaBy 3a Mpejesbl CBOed cepbl KU3HHU, — MBICIICHHO
nopTopsia Backa ¢ 3axMypeHHbIMM I1azamu. OHa MPUBBIKJIA HEPYMOM MPOYMINATh CO3HAHUE. —
ITycTh BCE HEHYKHOE IOpUT 3a e€ npenenaMm». M BCE-Taku, 4To ke 3TO 32 IEpIIaBOe YyBCTBO, KOTO-
poe 3axBaThIBAeT €€ MPHU BCTPEeUYe ¢ MOHCTpaMu?..

— Thl BUIMILI, — POAOJIKAI [TIyXOM Tojioc c3aau. — OUuCTu pasyM, Cpeiy NepernoHSIOIEro
IIyMa pasbllliy TO, YTO NO-HACTOAILIEMY MMeEET 3HayeHue. Toraa TBOs UCTUHHAS KPOBb IIPOCTYIIUT
CKBO3b OOBbIZIGHHOE BOIUIONIEHUE. M TOrga Thl YCIBIIIUIIIb FOJIOC MITIOPOAUBIIMXCS, )KUBIIUX 10 TeOs
B LIENIU peMHKAPHALIUN.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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