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Hapbss MsicCHUKOBa

Yynooa, nan Ilpukmouenns Anouku u Bacn
OT A

S »>TvO1w™

knuze «4Y/IOBA, uau Ipuxkarouenus Anouku u Bacu»

Ipugem,

opye!

Thl Bcerma pacckasbiBaelllb O TOM, YTO C TOOOW MPOM30IUI0, cBouM poautensm? Her?
ITousaTHO. .. HekoTopble uCTOprM OCTAIOTCS TOJIBKO B TBOEW MAMSITH.

ThI AepXKUILB B PyKaxX KHUTY O MPOCTHIX, HO OMACHBIX MPUKJIIOYEHHUSX HEMOCEJIMBON AJIOUKH.
Ona BMecTe cO CBOMM MJIAJIIINM OpaTuIlKor Baceii Mckana MpUKIIOUeHus Be3/ie, Ie TOIbKO MOTJa
ux HaiTH. OIHAKO 4TO Obl C HUMH HU CITy4aJioCh, PEOSTUIIIKYA COXPAHSLIA MPUCYTCTBUE IyXa, MbIC-
JIVJIY TIO3UTUBHO Y HAXOIWJIM Pa3yMHbIE BBIXO/bl U3 CAMbIX CJIOKHBIX KU3HEHHBIX CUTYalIUH.

Korga Anouka crasa B3pOCioi, Aaxe COBCEM B3pOCIION, TO eCTh 0a0yIIKOM, OHA peruia pac-
CKazaTh 000 BCEM, UTO C Hel MPOUCXOIWIO B JAJIEKOM-/IaJIEKOM JIETCTBE, CBoel BHYyuKe Katomike.
W3 3TMX COKpOBEHHBIX, TaHBIX UCTOpUN W monyumnach KHUkKKa «UYOBA, nmm [Ipukmodenus
Anouku u Bacu». Yuraem?
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about the book «THINNESS, or
Adventures of Alochka and Vasya»
Hello, friend!

Do you always tell your parents what happened to you? No? I see ... Some stories only stay
in your memory.

You are holding a book about the simple but dangerous adventures of the restless Wand. She
and her little brother Vasya were looking for adventures wherever they could be found. However, no
matter what happened to them, the children kept their presence of mind, thought positively and found
reasonable solutions to the most difficult situations in life.

When Allochka became an adult, even quite an adult, that is, a grandmother, she decided to
tell about everything that happened to her in a far, far childhood, to her granddaughter Katyushka.
From these innermost, secret stories, the book «THINNESS, or the adventures of Elochka and
Vasya»turned out. Reading?

00 aBTOpe pacckas3oB [Japbe MscHUKOBOM

Jlapps 3pesa Kak aBTOp JOBOJIBHO JIONT0, MepBble PaccKasbl MOSBUIIMCH HA CBET, KOIJIa e yxe
ObL10 copok JieT. CocTosBIIascA Jieau (MaMa YeThIpEX peOATHILEK, AUPEKTOP KOHCAITUHTO-TBOpYE-
CKOTr'0 areHTcTBa
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«JlecTHUIa», U3BECTHBINA OM3HEC-TPEHEpP, KaHAWAAT COLMOJIOTMYECKUX HayK, JOLEHT Ypalib-
CKOIO

(benepabHOrO YyHMBEPCUTETA, OCHOBATENb U PEKUCCEP CTYAEHUYECKOTO TENEBUIEHUS CTYIUU
«TBuCT») mpocTo B3si1a pyuKy B pyKM M Hadajia rnucars. .. E€ pacckassl

IJ151 B3pOCJIbIX M I€TEH HAIOJIHEHbl ONTUMHU3MOM M HEHCCSIKaeMOH JTI00OBBIO K JIOISAM, K UX
«MaJIeHbKUM rpexam». Kaxaplii pacckas v pa3Biekaer, 1 yuuT. [Ipoussenenus dapbu MscHUKOBOR
3aCTaBsIT YMTATEJIs YIBIOATHCS U O0Jiee KPUTUIHO IOCMOTPETh HA CBOM KaKIOAHEBHBIE TIOCTYIIKH.

Ceeriana Oumdoupenko: «IIpouna pacckassl Japsu MsicHukoBoil. MHe O4eHb OHpaBU-
nock! o omymeHusiM ot e€ paccka3zoB, OyATo Obl BEpHYJIach B JETCTBO, Korga unrtana Hukomas
HocoBa «MwuiikrHa Kaia», «Butsa MasieeB B mikosie ¥ JoMa» U Apyrue. .. JKajako Jaxke crajo, 4to
OHU 3aKOHYMJIUChH».

Banum N'ageabmun: «Takue cepbE3HbIe Belld, Kak APYyKOa, ColepekruBaHue, BOCIIMTAHNE,
MOAIJICPKKA, TIOOOBB, yMETh IepeaTh UX MIPOCTBIMU cJIoBaMU. .. He kakiomy 310 1aHo, a BOT y Japbu
MscHukoBoii nonyumiiocs. Y 1o norpsicatorie! «Kparkocts — cecTpa TanaHTa», Kak nucan Yexos
A. TL».

JIngus MortoBa: «B e€ pacckazax ecTb CKBO3Has
«3MOIIUsI», OHA YMeeT JIepkaTh BHUMaHue. VI OHM Takue... I0Opbie W Clierka HauBHBIE. DTO
0c000€ BOCTIPHUSITHE OKPYKAIOIIEr0 MUPaX».

Kcenus KpyrioBa: «CnosHO B ieTcTBe oObiBasia. OObIYHBIC CIIOBA, OOBIYHBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl,
CIOXKETHI,

HO CTOJIbKO JYIIEBHOM MpocToTh M 100poTh!!! Kak ke Ham ceituac storo He xBartaet!!! Kak xe
XOYeTCsl IOCTY4aThCsl IO Oyl HAIMX JETOK ¢ MpochkOoil: «He criemmre ObITh B3pOCHABIMHU, “KyMaii-
TeCch” B JIETCTBE, BE[lb OHO YK€ HE MOBTOPUTCS»... Pacckasbl BecElble, MHTEPECHbIE, JIETKO YuTac-
Mbl€. .. Bo3bMy UX [J1 CBOEW IIPUHIIECCHI».
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About the author Darya Myasnikova

Darya started writing quiet late, her first stories came out when she was just forty years old.
Accomplishesd lady (mother of four children, director of the consulting creative agency “Lestnitsa”,
popular business coach, PhD in Social studies, assistant professor in Ural Federal University, founder
and director of the student TV of the studio “TViST”) just took a pen and started writing... Her
stories for adults and children are full of optimism and infinite love for people, for their “little sins”.
Every story is both entertaining and educative. Darya Myasnikova’s pieces of work will make a reader
smile and see his or her daily actions in a more critical way.

Svetlana Oliphorenko: “I've read Darya Myasnikova’s stories. I did like it! I had an impression
that I went back to mu childhood when I was reading Nikolay Nosov’s “Mishka’s porridge”, “Vitya
Maleev at School and at Home”, etc...I felt even sad that there was no more”.

Vadim Gadelshin: “It is important to be able to express such serious things as friendship,
sympathy, upbringing, support, love with the help of simple words... Not everybody’s meant to have
this talent, but Darya Myasnikova has managed to do that. And it is incredible!””Brevity is the sister
of talent”, — quoted Chekhov A.P.”.

Lidia Molotova: “There is a cross-cutting “emotion” in her stories, she can hold attention. And
these stories are so...kind and a bit naive. It is a special view of life”.
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Ksenia Kruglova: “I felt like I was in childhood. Ordinary words, and ordinary, one would
think, plots, but there is so much sincere simplicity and kindness!!! Today we miss it so much!!!
There’s an overwhelming desire to reach out to our kids with one demand, “Don’t hurry to become
adults, “swim” in childhood, because it won’t happen again”... The stories are funny, interesting, and
easy-to-read...I’ll take them for my princess”.

3a énkon

— Jlena, a moueMy BB ¢ OaOyrikon énky He Hapsauau? Bens HoBblii ro ckopo! — cpocuia
MaJieHbKasi BHyuka Kartiomika, néprast 3a pykas Jieia, KOTOPBIH yke OOJIbllle yaca MbITAJICS COCPEHo-
TOYUTHCS M 3aKOHUYUTH HAYYHYIO CTAThIO.

— Jla! B camom jsienie! — oTYasIBIIMCH 3aBEPIIUTH HAYATOE CETOqHS eJI0, C YIBIOKOW TPOU3HEC
nen. — laymHa! — KpUKHYT OH BO3MBIIEHCs Ha KyxHe 0abe ['ane. — Cxoxy-Ka 51, MoXanyid, BHyYKe
3a EJIKOIl.

— Cmotpwu, Bonoast, xononHo tam. MosxeT, Mbl 6e3 €1ku 00oiaémcs? KaTiolky yx u ponuresnu
CKOpO 3a0epyT, — 3aiiis B KaOMHET Myxka, nmporoBopwia 0ada ['ans, HO, yBU/IEB SHTY3Ma3M B €ro
TOpSIIIMX IJ1a3ax, MOHIA, YTO MOAJCPKKY €€ TPEe3Bble MBICIM HE Halll- JI. — Thl XOTh 3HAEIIIb, TJIe UX
npoaaoT? — 3a00TIMBO IS MO CITUHE MY’Ka, IIPOU3HECIA OHA.

— Ja! — nocypluancs KOpOTKUIA OTBET.

Jlen XJIOMHYJI B JIAJIONIN, COOpasl CBOM Oymarw,

AKKypaTHO pa3JIoKUB UX IO Maroykam, U MoMyascs

OfIEBAThCH.

— 4 Toxe xouy 3a €nkoit! ba, MoxkHO? —

3akaHouywiIa KarepuHa.

— Iloromu, Kartior, TaMm cerofHsi O4eHb XOJIOAHO, ¥ TTOTOM, CKOJIBKO Jiefia OyaeT €1Ky UCKaTh —
HEW3BECTHO. .. [laBail jtyuliie st BBITAILy CTapble UTPYIIKK U TUPJISHIBI, M MBI C TOOOH YKpacum KBap-
THpY, — CKa3ajia HeyéMHOI BHyuKe 0abda ["ans. — KaTb, Thl MOMOKEIIb MHE 3aJ1e3Th Ha aHTPecon?

BHyuka 3amymanach B HepelmmTeabHOCTH. ['ynsaTh ¢ geoM ObUIO OYeHb Beceso, HO M aHTpe-
COJIM, HaXOZSIIMECs O CaMbIM MOTOJIKOM JI0Ma, ObLTM Y€M-TO COBEPIIEHHO CKa30YHBIM M MaHsi-
M. Tam j1exaso MHOrO CTApUHHBIX BEILEH, KOTOPbIE €M ke JaBHO XOTeNoch yBUIETh. U TyT Takas
BO3MOKHOCTB !

INoka 6aby1ika yropaprBaja BHYUKY OCTaThCs AOMA, 6] COOPAJICS U yXKe CTOSUI B IBEPSIX.

— Bcé, nepuara. JKmute mMeHs1, ckopo Oymy! — BBINATHI OH, BIOXHOBJIEHHBIH Uieeil HEMHOTO
MIPOBETPUTH MO3TH U MOPAJOBATh BHYUKY.

Ha anTpeconsix oka3ajoch yKacCHO MHTEPECHO: TaM JIeKaJId aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHbIE CTapbie
KOBPBI, KHUTH, KYPHAJIBI, TTOICTABKA /7151 €JIKU B BHJIE OTPOMHOW CHEKUHKH, SIIIUKHU C THPJISTHAAME
¥ HOBOTOJHUMHU UTpyIIKaMu. DTo ObUT KJIaae3b HeU3BeIaHHOTO, 1 KaTiomika Bc€ 3T0 BhITaCKHMBasIa
Y U3yyasna.

UroObl Kak-TO OTBJIEUb BHYUKY OT MEPETPSXUBAHMS CTAPOro XJjama, KOTOpOro ObUIO emé
MHoro, 6ada I'ang ckazana:

— Karonika, moiiném-ka monbeéM daii ¢ KoHderamu, u 51 Tede pacCKaky OfIHy BECETYI0 UCTOPHIO
PO TO, KaK MbI C OPaTUKOM XOAMJIM 32 EJIKOH B JIec.

— TonbKo MOTOM $1 TyzIa emie 3aJie3y, JaJHO? — CITyCKasiCh 10 CTPEMSIHKE, OTBETHJIA JTIOOMBIIAS
©aOWHBI paccKas3bl BHYYKA.

[Mpomrymen 1 BHIKIIOUMIICS YaiiHUK. Babymika nmocrana OOMBIION MEIIOK Pa3HOIBETHBIX KOH-
der.

— VYrapaii, Kakoro 1peTa 3Ta ciaakast Kogera? — Beceso crpocuia 6adymika [ans, 3acoBbiBast
PYKY B KYJIEK C pa3HOIIBETHBIMHU CJIAJJOCTSIMHU.

— 3enéHoro! — UrpuBO OTBETHJIA BHYUKA.
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—He yragana, ve yragana! — ynsionynace 6adyiika. — Tenepb 310 Most KoHeTa. Yrajaii, Kakoro
1IBeTa 3Ta cliajkas KoHdera?

— Mosxer, kpacHoro? — ¢ Hazexaoi cripocuiia Kars.

— Monoperi! Dta koHdera TBosi! — IPOTSIHYB

«Kpachblit Mmak», mporopopuia 6ada ['ans.

Kariomka ¢ paocTsio pazBepHyJia MIOKOIAIHYI0 KOH(ETY, OTKYCHIA U C alleTUTOM 3ariia
e€ JaeMm.

— Tenepsb s xouy BonuTh, — 3a0upast ceOe KyJIEK, CKa3aia BHyYKa. — YTajai, Kakoro 1BeTa 3Ta
crajikas KoHgera?

— Xeénroro!

— Kaxkas b1, 6202, xutpasi! ¥ meHs tak u koHger He octaHercsi! Ha,

aepxu! — v mpoTsiHyia 6adyike

«AHanacoByio». — Chymaid, 6a, Thl MHE XOTeJla paccKa3arh MpoO TO, KaK Bl C OpaTUKOM 3a
€JIKON XOAWIN. . .

—A... Hy ga! — mpox€BbIBas apomMaTHyo KoHdeTy, oTBeTria 6ada [ans.

Korga 6abymika HauMHaNIA paccKasblBaTh O CBOEM JIeTCTBe, KaTiomika 1ypuia ria3k u

NPEeACTaBIIANA, YTO MajieHbKas [‘asouka — Ajouka (310 JeBOYKa U3 JIETCKOTO caja, ¢ KOTOPOr
OHH YacTO XOJSAT 32 PyKH, yKe JaBHO JIpyXkKaT U JeJISATCS CAMBIMH COKPOBEHHBIMHU CEKpeTaMu. A Bce
BOKpyT npuroBapuBaior: «Hy Hano xke, kak KaTomka u AJouka Moxoxu: U yIblOKO#, 1 (purypoi,
1 )KMBOCTBIO XapakTepa!»)

[Ms11s Ha MCKPUBILMIACS B I1a3aX BHYYKM MHTepec, 0alyIllka Hauaia CBOM paccKas.

Jleo ObLI0 3UMO¥, B OTHOH JIepeBYIIIKe Ha YpaJie, rje pa3Meliaiach BOeHHast 6a3a MOEero oTua.
[Namna 6b11 Ha padote, a Mbl ¢ OpaTikoMm Baceit u mamoii rotoBuiric K HoBomy romy. Mue Torna 6s110
neT aecsAthb. Bacbke — okoso nsitu. CHery BBINajao MHOTO-MHOTO. Tak BOT, pelivin Mbl ¢ OpaTHUKOM,
MIOKa MaMa rOTOBUT 00el, CTOHSITH 32 Enkoil. KoHeuHo, MaMe HI4ero He CKa3aJiu, IPOCTO MOTUXOHBKY
B3sUTH JIBDKM, TATKMHY MWTY ¥ TIOMIArajy B CTOPOHY Jieca, KOTOPBIA ObUT pAIOM — depe3 mose. Ml
XOIIMJIA OT OJTHOM EJIKM K APYrod M HUKAK HE MOIJIM HAaWTH MOIXO/SIILYIO.

— TebGe HpaBuTCs 3Ta €1Ka? — B OYepeTHON pa3 crpocuia OpaTuka AJouka.

— He-a. Ona kakasi-To KJIMBasi, — OTBETHJI, KapTaBsi, pa30opuuBblii Bacbka.

— Hy na, Te1 paB. [lonum gaseiie, — B30XHYy/Ma AJIOUKa. — A BOT 3Ta, MOMJISIIU, MOIOUAET? —
C HaJIeK/I0M Ha OI00pEeHHe CITPOCHIIA CECTpa.

— Ora cdkrom MasieHbKas, y [letbku Oosbiiie! — HaXMypuB OPOBH, OTBETHIT HAYAJIbHUK BBICO-
TOW C METP.

— «Y Ilerpku, y Iletbku» ! CKOMBKO €€ Mbl TYT XOAUTb MO cyrpodam Oyaem? Thl 3Haelb, 4TO
ckopo conHile caaer? Hac, HaBepHOe, yxke MaMa ToTepsiia, a MBI ellié 1 €Ky He BRIOpaiv, — Havasia
HerofoBarh crapiias cecrpa. — Hy kakyio tede Hago €nky? Thl Bellb 1 caM-To He 3Haels! BoT crimmo
ceiyac nepByIo MONAaBIIYIOCs, U IOWAEM JOMOM, MOHS? — OUYTH

nepexos Ha KpUK, ckasana AJouka.

— C dudxamu, — 6ypkHyn Bacbka.

— Yero?

— C ¢udkamu, nymmctyio, O0JIbIIYI0, — YETKO Mepeuncsis HeOOXOIUMbIE KauecTBa EJIKH,

npoulenessBIuI MIAIIIUI Opar.

AJT0uKa OCTAaHOBMJIACh OKOJIO BHICOKOTO JIepeBa 1 3a/ipajia ToJIOBY BBEpPX.

— Tak, KOMaHaup, CUJM TYT, a 51 T0JIe31a 32 TBOEH E1KoM ¢ muImKamMu. CMOTpH, Takasi Moaou-
n€t? — cripocuia Anouka y Bacbku, ykasbiBast Ha camylo

BEPXYLLUKY OTPOMHOI CTapO BETBUCTOM €111, YBEIIAHHOUN IPO3AbSIMHU IIMIIEK.

— Ara! — pajIocTHO KpUKHYJ OpaTHK.

PemmrensHas Anodka nonesna Beepx. Beckope Bacs coBceM norepsn e€ u3 Bugy. XOQuTh 110
Jnecy ObUIO BeceJio, a CTOSITh U JKJIaTh CECTPY CTAaHOBHJIOCH BCE XOJIOHEE U XOJIOIHEE.
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— Auta, THI TaM CKOJIO? — HavyaJl HbITh MJIAIIUE OpaTuiika. — MHe XononHo. .. Thl 4€ TaM Tak
aoiro?

— 4 mumo. MHe Toxke XOJIOMHO, HO s ke TepIumio. Thl ke XOdYelllb caMylo KPacHBYIO €KY C
IIMIITKAMHU Ha MaKyIIIKe? — MOCTIBIIIAJICS OTKY/IAa-TO CBEPXY I'OJIOC CECTPBI.

Uepes HEKOTOpOEe BpeMsl KaTOOHBIN TOI0C

KOMaH/IMpa Orepalyy MpoIurIa:

—l'anka, cne3zail, He X04y 1 3TU IUIOKJIATHIE (PU(PKU, TYT CIIBIIIHO, KaK BOJIKH BOIOT. .. TEMHEET,
s 3aMeJI3 COBCEM. .. MHE CTJIAIIHO. . .

B oTBeT cibiIancs ToMbKO OTYASTHHBIA BU3T TIHJIBI M XPYCT BETOK.

— Otoiiau oT €1Kku Ha 1ATh maroB! Thl cabiminb, Bacs! — KpukHyaa 4To ecTh MOuYM AJIOUKA.

Opnypesiero ot xonoaa BackKy cracio TOJIbKO TO, YTO OTIHJIEHHAS CECTPOM MaKyIKa E1KU
MOBHUCIIa HA OOJBIIION HIKHEN BeTKe M He CMOIJIA yIapuTh MaJblia. AJia CIIphITHYJIa HA 3eMITIO U
TOJILKO TOT/A TIOHsIIA, KaK PUCKOBAJA, CKUHYB EJIKY Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Anouka, TH ciiesna, yi-ya! [oliaém momoit! — KuHyscs B TEUIbie 0OBATHS cecTpbl Bacuimii.

— Bcé, npyxwuiie, Mbl ¢ TOOOM HAIIUIA CaMyIo KpacuByIo &Ky B nepeBHe! [oingm!

PacrepeB 3amépsime pyku w1 HOrM OpaTwka, AJIOYKa, Tamia 3a coOOU &Ky, NBUHYJIACH K
nomy. 3es€Hast peieCTHUIIA OKa3alach TOBOJIBHO yBecucTou. [IprurHON ObLIM OrpOMHBIE TPO3/bsI
IIHIIEK, KOTOPbIe

HETISJIACH 32 ITHU M KOYKH, He JIaBasi TOJIKOM JBUTAThCS TI0 3aCHEKEHHOMY JIECy.

— l'anka, 1 He Mory GoJbIlie UATH, 5 yCTa, —

3actoHas1 Bacebka.

— Hy uto mHe ¢ To60i#1 nenars?.. Canmvai sbku! Caauch Ha €nky! S Tebs moBe3y! — ckomaH-
J0BaJIa cecTpa, UIsl KOTOPOU ku3Hb Backku OblIa Kyaa OoJiee BakHa, YeM OTBOEBAHHBIN y TTPUPOJIBI
Tpoder.

— JlagHoO. .. — cTy4a 3yb6amu, MPOrOBOPHJI

OpaTHIKa.

Bacbka 3ane3 Ha €Ky, a Aja U30 BCEX CUJI, pbIBKaMU, TsHYJA €€, MOJIOKUB Ha BacloTKMHbBI
JIBIKH.

HVckarenv npukITIOYeHNI BU/IEN OTYETIIMBO Yepe3 MPOJIeCOK | IoJie IOM, HO TeTlepb UM, YCTaB-
[IUM, C OTPOMHOM MOKJIaKeH, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO JI0 HETO THICSITYM KUJIOMETPOB.

HagpepHoe, oHM Tak 1 3aMEp37u ObI B TOM

3aCHEKEHHOM JIeCy, e Obl X He HAIIEN BEPHYBIIMICS C paOOTHI OTeIl.

— IIpuser, pedsTa! ['ne 310 BB Takyio €Ky ¢

IIAIITKAMU HAIILTA? — YAUBUJICS 3albIXaBIIUICS OT Oera 1o cyrpodam rara.

— ITO M-M-MBI TaM, HaBEPXY, MaKyIIKy EJKU

MU-TTU-TIAJIAITAL.. .. — OTYUTAJICS 3aMEP3IIIMU TyOaMu

KOMaH/IUp Oreparyu.

— Mononrbl, 3HaTHas y Bac €nka! Tak, HO, BUKY, OO#IIa HA/IO criacath! — MOJAHUMAs ChIHA Ha
PYKH, TPOroBOpI narma. — Bacio u €71ky s1 6epy Ha cebs1, a Thl, ['anuHa, 6eru Biepén 1 ycrokoi Matb. U
o0errai MHe, 4TO 3MMOM, Ha HOUb TJISI/s1, BB OHU, Oe3 B3POCIIBIX, OOJIbIIIe B Jiec He noiaéTe. JlamgHo?

— Xoporo. A Mmama MeHsI CUJIbHO Hapyraet?

— HarBopuiia — orBeyai.

Katiomka ciymaina 6a0ymiky He Moprasi.

— Bosnbliie Bcex B 3TOM UCTOPUM AOCTATIOCh MaMe, He YCJeIUBIIeH 3a 1eTbMU, U B 9TOT HoBbIT
roJ] OHa OblJTa HEMHOTO I'PyCTHasA. A OOJIBICEBIIIas C OTHOTO OOKY €J1Ka BCE paBHO OblIa camasi KpacH-
Bas B JiepeBHe. HecKkoIbKO MIMINEK Ha HEeW yIIesiesio W BhI3bIBAJIO HETIOICTbHYIO 3aBUCTh Y MECTHOM
MaJTBIIITHA, — 3aKOHYMJIa CBOM paccka3 6ada [ass.

— Hy, neBuara, npuHuManiTe JIECHYIO
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KpacaBuIly! — TPOMKO KPUKHYJ KPAaCHOIIEKUI Jie]], CTOSIIIUI C OFPOMHOM MYIIUCTON E€7IKOW Ha
ropore.

— Vx 181, Aena, monopen! Kak mpusitHo nmaxuet! Tenepsb y Bac Oyner Hacrosiuii HoBwiid rog,
KaK B TBOEM JICTCTBE, J1a, 6a0yIKa? — mphirasi BOKPYT 3eJIEHOM rOCThH, pagoBaiach Katormka.

Baba I'ans ynsiOHymach, ¥ B € 11a3ax 3a0JiecTellu eJjBa 3aMeTHbBIEC CIIE3UHKH.

Getting a Christmas tree

— Grandpa, why haven’t you decorated the Christmas tree with granny? The New Year is soon,
isn’t it? — asked little granddaughter Katushka pulling her grandfather’s sleeve. It’s been over an hour
that grandfather has been trying to get concentrated and to finish his academic article.

— Yes! That’s true! — said grandfather with a smile having abandoned all hope of finishing
today’s work. — Galina! — he cried to Baba Galya who was occupied in the kitchen, — I think I'll go
to get a Christmas tree for our granddaughter.

— Be careful, Volodya, it’s cold outside. Perhaps, we’ll do without a Christmas tree? And
Katushka’s parents will take her home soon, — said Baba Galya going into the husband’s study, but
after having seen the enthusiasm in his fi eyes, she understood that her real-life thoughts hadn’t found
any support. — Do you know at least where can you buy Christmas trees? — uttered Baba Galya petting
cherishingly the back of her husband.

— 1 do! — there was the sound of the short answer. Grandpa struck the hands together, collected
his sheets of paper, arranged them carefully on the shelves,

and rushed to get dressed.

— I also want to buy a Christmas tree! Ba, can I? — whined Catherina.

— Wait, Katush, it’s very cold today, and after all, we don’t know how much time he will be
looking for a tree... I'd better pull out our old toys and garlands, and we’ll decorate the flat, — said
Baba Galya to her irrepressible granddaughter. — Katya, could you help to get to the entresols?

Granddaughter took thought at a loss. To walk with grandpa was very joyful, but the entresols
under the very ceiling were something very magic and tempting. There were a lot of old things that
she’s wanted to see for a long time. And now she got the chance!

While granny was persuading her to stay at home, grandpa was already ready waiting at the
door.

— Well, girls. Wait for me, I'll be back soon! — he blurted out inspired by the idea of cutting
loose and cheering up his granddaughter.

It turned up to be super interesting in the entresols: there were carefully put old carpets, books,
magazines, a stack-stand for a Christmas tree in the form of a huge snowflake, boxes with garlands
and Christmas toys. That was a fund of unexplored things which she was pulling out and studying.

In order to distract her from throwing about this home junkyard which there was many, Baba
Galya said,

— Katushka, let’s drink some tea with sweets, and I'll tell you a story about my brother and me,
how we went to look for a Christmas tree.

— But I'll go up there again, okay? — descending the ladder answered the girl, she adored the
Granny’s stories.

The kettle made a noise and turned off. Granny got a bag with multicolored sweets.

— Guess what color this sweet is? — asked lively Grandmother Galya putting her hand into a
bag with multicolored sweets.

— Green! — granddaughter answered playfully.

— You haven’t guessed, you haven’t guessed! — smiled granny, — Now this sweet is mine. Guess
what color this sweet is?

— Maybe red? — Katya asked hopefully.

— Attagirl! This sweet is yours! — said Baba Galya giving “Red poppy” to her.

13
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Katushka unwrapped the chocolate sweet with joy, bit off a piece and took tea with an appetite.

— Now I want to make play, — said granddaughter taking the bag. — Guess what color this sweet
is?

— Yellow!

— So cunning you are, Baba! I won’t have sweets so if you play like that! Well, here you are! —
and she gave “Pineapple” sweet to her grandmother. — Listen, Ba, you wanted to tell me how you had
gone to get a Christmas tree with brother. ..

— Abh,...yes! — pronounced Baba Galya chewing her aromatic sweet.

Whengrandmotherstaredtellingaboutherchildhood, Katusha was narrowing her eyes and
imagining that little Galochka — Alochka —is a girl from nursery, that they often walk holding their
hands, that they’ve been friends for a long time and they share the most intimate secrets. And
everybody says: surprising the way Katusha and Alochka are alike: their smiles, figures and vivacity
of characters!

Lookingatthesparklinginterestinthegranddaughter’s eyes, grandmother continued.

It was winter in one small village in the Urals where was located my grandfather’s military base.
Dad was at work, and we with my brother Vasya and mother were preparing for the New Year. |
was about ten years old, Vasya — about fi Well, we decided with my brother while mum was cooking
lunch to go and fetch a Christmas tree. Of course, we said nothing to our mum, we just took our skis,
dad’s handsaw and headed towards the forest that was next to us — over the fi We went from one tree
to another and couldn’t possibly fi an appropriate one.

— Do you like this one? — Alochka asked her brother once again.

— Nope. It’s clooked, — answered scrupulous Vasya mispronouncing the sound “r”.

— Well, you're right. Let’s move on, — sighed Alochka. — And this one, look, is it good? — asked
sister hoping to win his approval.

— That’s is too small, Petka has a bigger one! — answered one meter tall chief having bent the
brows.

— Petka, Petka! And how long are are we going to climb snowbanks? Do you know that the
sunset is soon? Maybe, mum is already looking for us, and we haven’t chosen a tree yet, — elder
sister started to resent, — but what tree do you want? You don’t know yourself! I'll cut down the first
available tree and we’ll go home, you see! — said Alochka almost switching to yelling.

— With cones, — grumbled Vaska.

— What?

— With cones, downy and big, — lisped younger brother strictly specifying the necessary qualities
for the tree.

Aloshka stopped near a tall tree and raised her head up.

—So, commander. Be here, I'm going to get a tree with cones. Look, this one is good? — Alochka
asked Vasya pointing at the very top of the huge, old, branchy spruce that was full of cones.

— Yes! — brother cried joyfully.

Determined Alochka climbed up. Soon, Vasya lost sight of her. He had fun walking in the
forest, but it was getting colder and colder to stand and to wait for sister.

— Ala, you finif soon? — younger brother started whimpering. — I am cold...what are you doing
there for such a long time?

— I am sawing. I am also cold, but I stay patient. Isn’t that you who want to have a beautiful
Christmas tree with cones at the top? — he heard the sister’s voice from somewhere above.

After a while a plaintive voice of the operation commander peeped.

— Galka, get down, I don’t want these curfed cones, I hear wolves earn... it’s getting dark, I'm
so cold... I'm scared...

— Do five steps back from the tree! Do you hear me, Vasya? — cried Alochka with all her
strength.
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Only the fact that the sawn top of the tree drooped over a big lower twig saved him, terribly
frozen, from being hit. Alla jumped off and only then she realized how she risked after having thrown
the tree.

— Alochka, you are here, hullay! Let’s go home! — Vasiliy threw himself in his sister’s warm
arms.

—Well, pal, we’vefoundthemostbeautiful Christmas tree in the village! T'll carry you! —
commanded sister for whom Vaska’s life was more important that the trophy recovered from the
nature.

— Okay... — said brother with chattering teeth.

Vaska climbed up the tree, and Alla pulled it jerkily as she could, she had put the tree on
Vasya’s skis.

The adventurers saw clearly the house over the forest gap and the field, but now they were
exhausted and with the huge load they had an impression that there are thousands of kilometers to it.

Perhaps, they would have frozen there if their father hadn’t found them who was back from
work.

— Hello, children! Where have you found such a tree with cones? — he was surprised and out
of breath after a run through snowbanks.

— W-w-we have sa-a-a-wn the top of the tree there... — reported the commander of the
operation with the frozen lips.

— Good job, the tree is outstanding! Well, but I see that we should save the soldier! — said dad
taking son in his arms. — Vasya and the tree, it’s up to me, and you, Galina, run ahead, calm your
mother that you’ve been found. And promise that in winter, at night, alone, you will never go to the
fi without adults. Okay?

— Okay. And mother will scold me?

— You’ve made a mess. Take rap.

— Katushka was listening to her granny without twinkling eyes.

That was the mother who had the most of the problems because she hadn’t kept an eye oh the
children, and this New Year she was a bit sad. But the thin on one side tree was anyway the most
beautiful in the village. Some cones came off undamaged and made sincerely jealous local kids, —
Baba Galya fi her story.

— Well, girls, take a forest beauty! — shouted loudly ruddy grandpa who was at the door with
a huge, downy tree.

— Wow, grandpa, good job! It smells so good! Now we’ll have the real New Year like in your
childhood, that’s right, granny? — Katushka was glad jumping around the green guest.

Baba Galya smiled, barely noticeable tears gleamed in her eyes.

Heoxunanubiii

KOCTIOM

3ameuartesibHOE BpeMsi — HOBOrofHue mpa3aHuku! [Joma Terio u Beceso. B3pocibie yibida-
I0TCSI ¥ HUKY/IA HE CIIellar.

Ha kyxHe cerogs ObUIM BCe: OT MaJsia 0 BeJMKa. Mama pe3ana caiarsl, Oa0yIika B3OnBaia
TecTo Juist TopTa. Kariolika, KoTopyio CerojiHsi He yBesu B CaJIMK, COCPENOTOYEHHO, BHIIATHB T'yOKH,
YUCTWIA IIATYIO JOJIBKY YECHOKA.

— Kartiom, — ackoBo ckazaia Mama, — Io-MoeMy, yxe XBatuT. [laxke marma, KOTopblii 000XkaeT
BCE OCTPOE, MOXKET MCITyraThCsl CBEKOJIBHOTO CaJlaTa, eCI sl TIOJIOKY B TApeJIKy eIlé MsATh 3yOUnKOB!

— Torma mbl otnagum 3t1oT canar deny Mopo3y, — cepbE€3HO mapyupoBaia JO4YKa.

— A mouemy MMeHHO eMy? — CIIpOocuIIa C YJIbIOKOM modorbiTHas 6ada [ans.
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— ba, nmocmoTpu B okoiiiko. Buauiis — tam xosoaHo. Ito den Mopos efer Ha caHsix 10 Jiecy.
3améps,

HaBepHoe. Harir casnat ¢ 4eCHOKOM ero corpeer. BeIrOHUT Bce ero COIuIv, — NOTSAHYBIIUCH E1IE
3a OJJHOU JOJIbKOU

YEeCHOKA, NIMBITHYB HOCOM, CKa3aJja craparesibHas BHyUKa.

Mawma ¢ 6a0ymkoi xuxukHyau. Y Karu cerogns 0buto mpekpacHoe HacTpoenue. OHa BbICTIa-
J1ach, He Kanpu3HUYasIa, TOMOrajia TOTOBUTH MPAa3JHUYHBIN YKHH, J1a U B3POCIIbIe, K €€ YAUBICHHIO,
TOE CUJIbHO U3MEHUIIUCH. B3Th, K pumepy, Mamy. Haxe

KOrJa y He€ ObUT IeHb POXKASHHS M OHA KJajla TOCTel, e€ B3I OblT CephE3HBIM, 03a004EH-
HbIM. CeroziHs ke Mama Oblla COBCEM JIpyrasi — Becénasi, pacciadieHHast, 0O4eHb-OUeHb KPACHBasl.

—Mawmyib, — penmB MpogoJIKUTh Oeceny, ckazasa Karsi, — Thl y MeHsI camasi KpacBasi Ha cBeTe!

— Jlaxxe B OUrynsax u xanarte? — yaAMBUIACh Mama.

— Ara! — ckazana Kars.

— Hy uro xe, npuaércs coorBercTBoBaTh! K TOMY %€ CKOpO y*k€ IOCTH MOABATCH, — IS/ Ha
Yacel U pa3Bs3biBasi papTyk, MporoBopmiia Mama. — [loronure, 51 ceifuac BEpHYCh.

Uepes MATh MUHYT KyXHsI HAITOJTHUJIAChH

cBepKarolie kpacotoir CHesKHOM KOpOoJieBbl. B OesbIX, BHINUTHIX OUcepoM, TY(UISIX, JITMHHOM
royooM ITulaThe, YKpalieHHOM MUIIIYpPOW, U C Pe3HOM KOPOHOW Ha TOJIOBE CTOsUIa Hey3HaBaeMasi
Mama.

— VX 1h1! — XOpOoM niporoBopuin 6ada [ans u Katiomka.

— Hy, nous, B TakoM BHJe Tenepb TeOs K CBEKJIE MOMITYCcKaTh Hesb3s1! CUM 1 OTABIXAM, a 51 BaM
paccKaxy Mpo To, KaKk B IETCTBE CBOMM HEOKHMJAHHBIM KOCTIOMOM YAMBHMIIA BCEX TOCTEH.

Katiomka BHuMartenbHO cMoTpena 6ade ['ane B r1a3a u Be€ mymana: «Heyxenu Most 6adymika
TOXE KOrma-to OblIa Kak 517 BOT 310poBO ObUIO ObI BCTPETUTHCS, IOMIPaTh ¢ MajeHbKou [anou-
KOM-AJIOUKO# U cripocuTh: “Kak y 1ebs1 gena?”».

Tem BpemeHem OaOyIlKa Havyasia CBOM paccKas o e€ ¢ OpaTUKOM MPUKITIOYCHUSIX.

B 1ot roa namy, mamy, Anouky u Bacbky mo3Basv oTMeuyaTh HOBOTOJHUI MPA3AHUK COCEAU
1o ynurie. Y HuX ObLJIO TPU ChIHA, MIOTOJKH, YyTh CTaplle U 4yTh MiIa/ie AJIOYKH. Yke ropa Obuio
BBIXO/IUTh, HO OHA TaK U HE pelInia, B KAKOM Hapsijie UATH K MajbuuiikaM B roct. Eciu Obl Tam
ObLIN IEBOYKH, TO BOIPOCOB Obl HE BO3HUKJIO, & TYT — MAIlaHBbI. . .

Ecnu oHa HaJieHeT 1uiaThe CHeXMHKHU, paciivToe ONECTKAMU M MUIIYPOH, TO 3TH COPBAHIIbI
00s13aTeIbHO Oy T AEpraTh e€ 3a yKpallleH!s U HelpeMeHHO BCE 0TOpBYT. Ecii oHa BeIOEpeT KOCTIOM
KOTa, TO IOMOW BepHETCs Oe3 xBocta. MoxkeT, KocTioM Jiuchl? Het, 3a Tpu rojia iuca e yxe Hajoena,
Y TIOTOM, IO/ STOM INANKOH C yIIaMH B TEMJIOM JJOMe €€ BOJIOCHI BCTIOTEIOT U CIIUITHYTCSI.

— Asouka, eTouka, Tei rotoBa? 51 Bacio ysxe ofenia v B3siia KOCTIOM METYyIKa. A Thl KeM Oy/Ielib
Ha Mpa3JHuKe? — CIIPOCKIIa MaMa, CTapasiCh HaJeTh IIANKy HA HEMPEPBIBHO KpyTsierocs Bacio.

— 4 pemmna oneth OpIOYHBIN KOCTIOM. Byy... Oyay JeBoukoi B ToyOOM KOCTIOMe! — CyXo
OTBeTMJIAa AJIOUKa, KOTOpasi OYeHb JIIOOWIIA TOpakaTh FOCTe CBOMMM HapsJaMH, HO CETOJHSI YTO-TO
TOILJIO HE TaK.

— CrpanHo, Hy JagHo. Pemmia, Tak penmia. Hy uto, BeIxogum? — cripocuiia Mama.

Ha ynune Obl1a HacTosiasi CkazouHasi HOYb.

[Manan cHer. [Tox cBeToM (poHapel MOKHO ObUTO YBUIETh YAUBUTEIbHBINA TaHEI] KAk IO JIeTsI-
11el cHeXXMHKH. JIopoKKa K IoMy coceiel cBepkasia OpuMaHTaMu. AJIOYKa COBCEM He TOPOIHJIIACh
U/ITH K COCEICKMM O30PHBIM MAJIbUMIIIKAM, TOMajla BCE MeJUIeHHEee U Me/IJIeHHee, HacIaKaasiCh CBe-
JKECThIO BO3/IyXa U KPaCOTOM HOBOTOJHEW HOYH.

— Houb, Hy rae TH Tam? MBI yXe CTyduMcsl K cocelsiM! — HEMHOTO HEIOBOJIBHBIM T'OJIOCOM
MIPOM3HECTIA MaMa.

— Ceituac! I ToJIbKO JONEIUII0 MaJIEHBKOTO CHETOBHKA — U JIOTOHIO Bac! — CTaBsl OIMH KOMOYEK
CHera Ha Jpyroi, OTBeTHIa AJIOUKa.
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Yepes necsaTb MUHYT BCE CEMENCTBO — Marna, Mama, Bacs u Ajiouka — yxe cujesu 3a CToJIOM U
€JIM TOJIBKO YTO MCTICUEHHBIC XO3SIUKON IOMa TUPOKKHU C MAKOM. ITO ObLIIO camoe JTII0OUMOe JIAKOM-
CTBO Bcex JieTel U, KOHeYHO, AstoukH. [Tocse TpEX MUpoKKOB JETH HACBITHIIMCH U Ha PaoCTh B3pOC-
JIBIM Pa30esKaTiCh 1O AOMY.

— Pas, nBa, Tpu, yersipe, nATH, 1 ULy UckaTh! KTo He cripsATaics, s He BUHOBAT! — KPUKHYJI
BochbMMIeTHUI JIEIKa.

Aunouka 3a0exaina B OMKafiyio TEMHYI0 KOMHATY M BTUCHYJIACh 1of cTapbiid quBaH. lensb
MeXKy JUBAHOM M TOJIOM OblIa y3Kasi, HO XyJeHbKass AJIOYKA B OOTATHBAIONIUX TOMYObIX OpIOYKax
KaK pa3 TyJa BJe3Ja.

JIémka yxe aBaxapl Mpodekanl MUMO CEKPETHOTO MECTa, Iake 3aryIsiIbIBAJl 1 CMOTPE PSIMO
AJlouke B 171232, HO B TEMHOTE TaK HUKOTO TaM He YBUjIeJl. AJI0UKe cHavasia ObUIo CMENTHO, HO IOTOM
CTaJIO CKYYHO U J]a’ke IPOTUBHO. 31€Ch, MO/ JMBAHOM, TABHO HE YOUPAJIH, M Y He€ CUIIbHO 3a4€Ccajioch
B Hocy. OHa He MoIJia yJepkaTbCs U Hauala 'POMKO YMXaTh, YEM U IPUBJIEKJIa BHUIMAHUE OKOHYA-
TEJIBHO MOTEPSBLIETO €€ JIEmKH.

TeMm BpeMeHeM JOBOJIbHBIE U pacciabIeHHbIE B3POCIIbIe CUIIETH 32 IPA3AHUYHBIM CTOJIOM, pac-
CKa3bIBast 00 ycriexax CBOMX JIETEH, TO U JIeJIO C TMKaHheM MPOHOCUBITIMXCsSt MuMo. Hakowrer, JI€mka
OOHAPYKWJ YMXAIONTYI0 AJIOUYKY U BBIBEJI €€ K TOCTSM U3 TEMHON KOMHATHL. 3a CTOJIOM BOLIAPUJIACh
THILIMHA, ¥ TOJIbKO MaMa He CMOIJIa CAEPXKaThCs:

— T'asa, mocMoTpH, Ha KOTO Thl IOXOKa?!

TyT Anouka yBuaesna CBOE OTpaxkeHHe B cepBaHTe. BMecTo MUIIoii 1eBOYKH B roiyOooM Opiod-
HOM KOCTIOME Ha HE€ CMOTPEJIO YYJIUILE C BCKIOKOYEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, MOKPHITBIMUA KOMOUKAMU
MHOT'OJIETHEH IMbUIH, KOTOPAasi IOYTH paBHOMEPHO paclipe/iesniach 1 1o BceMy Hapsay. [1o komHate
MIPOKaTUJIach BOJIHA cMeXa. XOXOTaIM BCE: U MAJIbUMIIKK, U B3POCIIBIE 32 CTOJIOM, M JIa)Ke CTapEHb-
KW Aef], KOTOPBIA CUJIEN B KPECJie U COBCEM HE MOT' XOIUTb, XUXUKAJ U BCE PUTOBAPUBAJL:

— Hy, ymopuna, neBka!
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Eme HecKompKo CeKyH/I, M CIIE3bI OO bl XJIBIHYIIN OBl U3 I71a3 AJIOYKH, HO TYT €€ 03apuJia ujesl.
Ona ckopumIa Bec&IyIo TpuMacy 1 Hadajia HOCUThCS [0 KOMHaTe, n300paxasi UKy 00e3bssHKy. OHa
npbIraja, BU3Kaja, KyBelpKaiachk. E€ moBeneHne o0ecKkypaxuio B3pOCIIbIX, HO MaJTbUMIIKHY MTPUIILTA
B NOJIHBINA BocTopr. [Ipa3iHuk yancs!
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Ha oOGpatHoM myTu fomMoi AJTouka Moty Yrsia HarOHsIi OT pOIUTEIEeH, 3aTO MOCIe 3TOM BCTpeun
HoBoro rosa coceickrie MaJbUMIIKKA HE TOJIBKO CTAIX € yBakaTh, HO M MPU3HAIM CBOUM IPEIBO-
AUTETIEM.

Katiomika ynbiOHymack v, B3saB 6a0y ['amo 3a pyky, ckazana:

— 3mopoBo! Tel Monozett, 6adyIika, 4To He

pacrepsiiach M Halluia BeIXoj 13 riojioskeHust! He peBeTs ke Bech HOBBII roj1 Haji HICIOPYSHHBIM
koctiomom? Tloiimy-Ka s Toke 4To-HHOYIb MPUAYyMalo. .. — U BIOXHOBNIEHHAs KaTiomika monerena B
IETCKYIO

nepeoeBaThCsl.

Surprising costume

New Year holidays are wonderful time! It’s warm and merry at home. Adults smiles and don’t
hurry. There was everybody in the kitchen today: from baby to adult. Mother was cooking salads,
grandmother was beating batter for a cake. Katushka who wasn’t at the nursery today was peeling the
fifth clove with concentration and protruding lips.

— Katush, — said her mother lovingly, — I think it’s enough. Even dad who loves everything spicy
might be scared by this beet-root salad if I put five cloves more in the bowl!

— Then we’ll give the salad to the Father Christmas, — daughter answered seriously.

— Why to him? —asked curious Baba Galya with a smile.

— Ba, look out the window. It’s cold, you see. Father Christmas is driving in a sledge in the
forest, perhaps, he’s cold. Our salad with garlic will warm him. It'll get him rid of snot, — uttered
careful granddaughter having sniffled and making a reach for another clove.

Mum and granny giggled. Katya was in a good mood today. She has a good night’s sleep, didn’t
grizzle, she helped to prepare festive dinner, and the adults, to her surprise, changed a lot as well.
Think, for instance, of her mother. Even when it was her birthday and she was waiting for the guests,
she was serious and occupied. Today she was absolutely different — merry, relaxed and extremely
beautiful.

— Mummy, — said Katya after having decided to continue the

conversation, — you’re the most beautiful on the face of the earth!

— Even with hair curlers and a bathrobe? — mother was surprised.

— Yes! — answered Katya.

— Well, I'll have to answer this description! Anyway, the guests are about to come, — pronounced
mum untying her apron and looking at the clock. — Wait, I'll be back soon.

In five minutes the kitchen was full of the Snow Queen’s beauty. Mother was with beaded
white shoes, a long blue dress decorated with tinsel and a carved crown on the head, it was difficult
to recognize her.

— Wow! — said Baba Galya and Katushka in unison.

— Well, daughter, in this dress we should keep you away from the beet-root! Sit down and relax,
I'll tell you how I amazed all the guests with my surprising costume when I was a child.

Katushka looked into Baba Galya’s eyes very carefully and thought, “I can’t believe that there
was a time when grandmother was like me. That would be wonderful to meet, to play with little
Galochka- Alochka and to ask, “How are you?””.

Meanwhile, grandmother started her story about the adventures with her brother.

That year the neighbors from the same street invited father, mother, Alochka and Vaska to
celebrate the New Year. They had three sons, a year apart in age, a bit elder and younger that Alochka.
It was time to go out, but she hasn’t decided yet which dress to put on to pay a visit. If there were
girls, there wouldn’t be any questions, but this time there are boys...

If she puts on a sequined tinseled snowflake dress, these troublemakers will certainly pull the
decorations and rip everything. If she chooses the cat costume, she’ll back home without tail. Maybe,
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the fox costume? No, she’s been fed up with the fox in three years, and, anyway, her hair will sweat
et become gummed up under the hat with flaps in the warm house.

— Alochka, baby, are you ready? I've clother Vasya and taken the rooster costume. And who
will you be at the party? — asked mother trying to put on the hat on constantly twirly Vasya.

— I’'ve decided to put on a trouser suit. I'll be... a girl wearing a

blue suit! — answered drily Alochka who did love to amaze guests with her costumes, but today
something went wrong.

— It’s strange, but okay. If you've decided like that.

Well, can we go out? — uttered mother.

It was a real magic night. It was snowing. One might see a wonderful dance of every flying
snowflake under the street lights. The path to the neighbors’ house sparkled with diamonds. Alochka
wasn’t in a hurry at all to see the naughty boys, she walked slower and slower enjoying the freshness
of the air and the beauty of the New Year night.

— Daughter, where are you? We are already knocking at the neighbors’ door! — said mother
in a bit annoyed voice.

— I’'m coming! I'll just finish up my snowman and get up to you! — answered Alochka putting
one snow ball on another.

In ten minutes all the family: father, mother, Vasya and Alochka were already at the table and
were eating pasties with poppy seeds baked by the housemistress. It was the most favorite delicacy
of all the children, and Alochka loved it too, of course. After three pasties the children were full and
spread in the house to the adults’ delight.

One, two, three, four, five! Ready or not, here I come! — cried eight year old boy Leshka.

Alochka run into the next dark room and squeezed under the sofa. The crack between the sofa
and the floor was narrow, but thin Alochka in skinny blue trousers just wriggled into there.

Leshka has run already two times past the secret place, he even peeped and looked into
Alochka’s eyes, but he saw nobody in the dark. At first, it was ridiculous, but then she was bored and
even disgusted. They haven’t washed under the sofa for a long time and her noses started intching
much. She couldn’t help it any longer and started sneezing loudly, that’s how she attracted attention
of Leshka who had definitively lost her.

Meanwhile, content and relaxed adults were at the table talking about the success of their
children who blasted past whooping over and over again. Finally, Leshka found sneezing Alochka
and led her from the dark room to the guests. Silence fell at the table, and only mother couldn’t help
saying a word.

— Gala, what you look like?!

At that moment Alochka saw her reflection in the sideboard. Instead of the cute girl in the
blue trouser suit there was a monster with disordered hair covered with long-lived dust-balls that
were equally spread on her costume. The wave of laugh swept the room. Everybody was roaring with
laughter: boys, adults, and even an old man, who was in a chair and who couldn’t walk, were giggling
and saying,

— Oh, you’ve made me die of laughing, girl!

A few seconds more and her eyes let flow with tears in desperation, but she had an idea.
She made a funny face and started running about the room imitating a little monkey. Her behavior
discouraged the adults, but the boys were filled with complete admiration. The party was a big
success!

On the way back, Alochka got her pennyworth from the parents, but after the New Year all
the boys next
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door started not only respecting her but also recognized her as their leader.

Katushka smiled and having taken Baba Galya’s hand, she said.

— Nice! You are an attagirl, granny, that you didn’t become puzzled and came up with a solution!
That’s not the case to cry all the New Year because of the spoiled costume? I think that I'll come up
with something. .. — said inspired Katushka et went to the children’s room to get changed.
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Cnoacéunasa
KyKJa

Bor yxe Bropyio Henenmo heBpasis B CaAMKax U IKoJIax OblUT KapaHTHH. CPOKHM BCE CIBUTAIIH
1 capuraiy. Katiomike v e€ pomHbIM MOBE3JIO: TPUIII 0OOIMIEN UX CTOPOHOW, M OHU Tereph MPOCTO
OTIBIXaJTH, HACJaX1asiCh OOIIIEHHeM B Kpyry cembu. Korza 3a3BoHII 7OMO(OH, cTapiive JeTH ObLn
3aHATHl ypOKaMU, a Mama ¢ KatepuHoi Ha KyXHe KOJIJOBAJIM C BUTPAKHBIMHU KPACKaMHU.

— Ilpuser, neBuonku! Bot npuiuia npoBegarb

MOJIOZIOE TIOKOJIEHHE, — OTPSIXMBAsI CHET C IIyOBbl,

cKazaJsa, Bxoas, 6aoa ['aa. — Yem 910 BBl 3aHUMaeTeCh?

— MbI TOTOBUM JIOMAIIIKY, — YMOKHYB B 00€ IIeKH 0aOyIIIKy, OTBETHIIU €l CTapIiiie BHYUYKH,
TMO/IXBaThIBasi MOKPYIO OT cHera IryOy. — Bparuika criut, a Mama ¢ Kateil yTo-TO 1enaloT Ha KyXHe.

— A MBI TYT, MaMyJib, Bce B TBopuecTBe. Ham B KatrHOM cayike npeuioxkuiy noy4acTBoBarh B
KOHKypce Mo nokapoOe3onacHocTd. Hy:)kHO HapucoBarth Iiakar, — KpUKHY/Ia U3 KyxHu Mama Kare-
PUHBI, HE OTPbIBast B3IV OT KPACOK.

— Cmorpu, 6abyIika, Kakor y Hac ¢ MaMou

cNoH-To)kapHUK mnomyuwicsi! Kitacc? — cxBaTtuB 3a masel] eme He pasfeBIIyIocs JI0 KOHIA
6a0yIIIKy, 3aTapaTopria BHyYKa.

— 3uarsbiii Kpacaseil! [la emé u B no3zonoueHHon kacke! Kariotir, a uro 3Hauut «01» Ha Baiiem
pucyHKe? — TOJIMUTHUBAs I0YEePH, CIIpOCcHiIa OadyIIKa.

— 3T0... 3T0 HOMep TesedoHa MOXKAPHOW CIyXKObl, KOTOPBIA HYXKHO HaOWUpaTh B Clyvae
noxapa, — 4€TKO, Kak Ha 9K3aMeHe, TPOroBOpHJIa BHYYKA.

— Monopen, Karioma, Bc€ 3naet! Hy, He Oyay Bac oTBiieKaTh. .. Bbl pucyiite, pucyiite, a s BaMm
ceiyac pacCKaxy OJHY UCTOPHIO PO AJIOUKY — PO MEHSI, MaJIeHbKYIO.

— babymka, a mpapJty TOBOPST, YTO MBI C TOOOH, TO €CTh C AJIOYKOM, O4eHb ITOXO0KHU ? — BHICTABUB
TMOOOTIBITHBIE YIITKM M HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HaOOK, mpousHecna KaTtiomika.

— Hdymaio, 310 Tak. [Jaxe Hamm ¢ TOO0i TOOMMBbIE KYKJIbl HEMHOTO MOX0XHU. BOT ciyrmaii.

Kak-1o pemymika nogapui Anouke COBEpIIEHHO HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO KYKJTY, IpsIMO uynio! V Heé
ObLIM OrPOMHBIE CHHHME TJ1a3a C MYIIMCTHIMA PECHUYKAMHU, KYJPSIBbIE 30JI0THCTbIE BOJIOCHI U IIUISTIKA
13 TOHKOH COJIOMKH. AJTouKka Oeraja Leiblid JeHb ¢ KYKJIOH, TiefIa el eCHU, MOKa3bIBaJia CaJl v JIOU-
Mble 11BETHl. BeuepoM coBepIieHHO cuacTIvBasi IeBOUKa YCHY/Ia B OOHMMKY C KyKJIoi. U maxe con
el IPUCHIJICS TIPO e€ JIIoOUMYIO KyKJTy, HO OH OKa3aJicsi KOPOTKUM. AJIOUKa MPOCHYJIACh U OTKpPbLJIa
raza. Kykibel B KpoBaTke He OKa3aioch.

B xoMHare ObUTO OYEHb TEMHO, U HE Cpa3y MOJIy4aaoch pas3risaeThb, YTo Te JIeKUT. Bumumo,
Mama
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Anouku yOpasna Kyaa-To Kykjy. [leBouke HElPEeMEeHHO 3aXOTeJIOCh HAWTU CBOKO JIOOMMHUILY.
OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO OKOJIO TIAlIMHOM KpOBaTH, Ha TabypeTKe, JiexkKaT CIIMYKU U CUTapeThl, a B BEpX-
HEeM SIIMKEe Ha KyXHEe — CBEUKHM, TaK, HAa BCAKMUI Cllyyaid, €CJIM BIPYr OTKJIOYAT JIEKTPUYECTBO.
AJlouKa BbITAllIMIIA CBEUYKY, YAPKHYJ/IA CIIMUKON U 3aKIJIa OTOHEK.
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[Tpu cBeTe cBeun KOMHaTa MPOCTO Mpeodpasmiack. Beé BOKkpyr crano BommeOHbM! AJloUka
yBUJIENa CBOIO KYKJTy: OHA CH/Iela Ha CepBaHTe, OJecTesna ra3kaMu, Moprajia OOJIbIINMHU MYHIACTBIMU
pecauiamu. Kazasocs, 4to Kykiia oxuia. JleBouka odomiiena M THXOHBKO MOJOILIA K Hel — PacCMOT-
peTh e€ HexHyIo YabiOoKy. CBeua o3apuiia MUJIOE KYKOJIBHOE JIMIIO U BIIPYT. .. MIBIIIHOE roaydoe Iia-
Th€ KYKJIbl BCIIBIXHYJIO OTHEM. AJIOUKA CXBaTWJIa CBOIO JTIOOMMMILY U Mprkaia K cebe. CBeua ynasna
Ha KOBEp, U oH 3aropesicsa. Ot 6011 1 cTpaxa AJIOUYKa 3aKpHyaa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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