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AHHOTaAMSA

Ona o6opoTeHb W HacleAHUWIA KjaHa Peicell, ee JOroBOpHOM
Opak ¢ BoMHOM Hu3 KjaHa YepHbix BOJKOB — /€0 peleHHoe,
0CTAaJIOCh JIMIIIL BBIOpaTh jkeHnxa. K omHOMY TsHeTcs cepatie, ooeras
CYACTJIMBYI0O CEMEHHYIO KW3Hb, BTOPOW BBI3BIBAET JIMIIb 3JI0CTh U
nipe3perue. Bridop npoct? Ho kTo-TO yXke chenan ero 3a Jlecrany,
Y Tenepb OHA CBSI3aHa C TeM, KOro HEHaBUIUT Bcel Aymioil. CMoxeT
JIM UCTUHHAsA Tapa, 0Opy4YeHHas! JTYHOM U CMEPThIO, IPOUTH MyTh OT
HEHABUCTH JI0 MOOBK? DTO 3HAIOT TOJNBKO WX BHYTPEHHUE 3BEpH...
OIHOTOMHHUK !
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I'maBa 1. /IBa Boaka

V Hero OblM cuHUE I1a3a. JlectaHa TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO Y BOJI-
YbUX OOOPOTHEN OHM OBIBAIOT JKEJThIE WM Kapue, PeJKO — Ce-
poie. Ho Tonbko He cuane! A stor Bosik cMoTpes Ha Hee CHHUMU
IJ1a3aMU, KOTOPBIX Y HEro ObITh He Moru10. [IpoH3uTeIbHO, HEBO3-
MOXHO SIPKMMH U CTOJIb 5K€ HEBO3MOXKHO HareiMu! Jlectana efi-
Ba HE MOEKMUIACh, HO TOJBbKO BBIIPSIMUIIACH B CEIJIE €Ile CUIIb-
Hee, 33/1paB MoA0OPOIOK, CTUCHYJIA MOBO/IbSI M OTBETHJIA CAMbIM
HAaJJMEHHbIM B30pOM, Ha KOTOPBIi OblIa CIocoOHa MOCye MATH
CYTOK YTOMUTEIBHOMN JOPOIH.

Xouer nourparb B «OTBEpPHUCH IEpBBIM» ? UTO X, 3TO OHA TO-
ke ymeet! Bce paBHO mpuaercs kaaTh, MOKa 3aCTPSIBILYIO T10-
BO3KY He YOepyT ¢ IOpOru, YToObl NOCOIBCTBO MOIJIO CIIOKOMHO
npoexaTh B BOPOTa.

Bosnk, HI9yTh HE CMYyTUBILIUCH, TIPOIOJIKAT €€ Pa3IIsIIbIBATh.
PocJiblii 1 IIMPOKOIUIEUri, ¢ pacTpenaHHbIMUA YEPHBIMHU JIOXMa-
MU, NIepeXBaYeHHBIMU C33/14 B KOPOTKHUI XBOCT, OH MOKa3aJICs
Jlecrane Bbl11Ie J11000T0 U3 COMPOBOXKJAIOIIHX €€ BOMHOB-PhIcei.
CMortstHBIe TIPSAIM TYCTBIX BOJIOC BIEPEAU M Mo OOKaM ObLIM 00-
pe3aHbl HEPOBHO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEOPEKHO OTXBATHII MX HOXKOM,
4TOOBl HE Melllayiv, U 3aropesioe Juuo Bonka Jlecrana Bunena
ormmuHo. [lInpokue OpoBH, NpUIaBaBIIME eMY AUKOBATHINA BU],
CJIOMaHHBIY ¥ HE OYeHb POBHO CPOCIIMIACS HOC, yabIOKa... Her,
Ja)ke yXMbLIKa!



¥ Hor Bosika niexxait, 3anpoKMHYB IOJIOBY M OTJIMBAasi Ha COJIH-
1IE P>KaBbIM 30JI0TOM HIKYPbI, MaTepblid oieHb. HaBepHoe, 3/1ech
Jiec Toxe ObUT COBCEM PSIJIOM, Kak Uy Phiceid.

— Xoporiasi 1o0blua, — TUXO CKazani psaom Oparen MBap, u
Jaxe BeuHasi HacMenHuia Kaiica coryacHo yrykHyna.

Jlecrana u cama oLeHWIa pa3Max BETBUCTOU KOPOHBI POTOB —
TMOJI/IIO)KUHBI OTPOCTKOB, HUKAK HE MEHBIIIE. A €llle — OIMHOKYIO
pe3aHylo paHy Ha Iee. DTO 3HaYUJI0, YTO OXOTHUK MOA00paics
K OJIEHIO JJOCTATOYHO OJIU3KO, YTOOBI B HECKOJIBKO IMPBHIKKOB OKa-
3aTbCS PSJIOM M, CXBATUBILKMCH 32 TSKEJbIE pora, Ipyrod pykou
MIEPEXBATUTH TOPJIO 3BEPS] OXOTHUYBUM HOKOM.

— Hymaerib, oH ero cam 100bu1? — oTo3Bas1ack Jlectana, cHoBa
CMEepUB B3IISIAOM Kperkylo ¢purypy Boska, oneroro B norepryio
3aMILIEBYIO KYPTKY, TAKME K€ IITAHbl U MSATKHE OXOTHUYBM Ca-
noru. — U ciona noranmn? [Jaxe He 3anaukasics... MiHTepecHo,
CKOJIBKO Hac elrie OynyT 37ech Jepxarhb?

Bonk ycmexHyscs erie mmpe U HaxajibHee, OnecHyB Oeno-
CHEXHbIMU 3yOamu. MaxHyJl pyKoW MOAOEKaBIIUM TOAPOCT-
KaMm, MOKa3aB Ha TYIIy OJIeHs], YTO-TO CcKa3al. Bonyara, OTKpbIB
HEeOOJIbIIYI0 KAIUTKY, MOTALMIN JOOBIYY KyJa-TO 3a BOpOTa, a
OH MPOAOJIKUII paccMaTpuBaTh JIecTaHy U ee CIIyTHUKOB, YXUT-
PASCh HA C KEM HE BCTPEYAThCA B3MVIAIOM AOCTATOYHO JAOJIO,
YTOO 3TO COIILIO 32 BBHI3OB.

Jlecrana pa3npaxeHHO NepeKuHyJIa Ha3az KOCY, HEM3BECTHO
KOI/Ia YCHEBIIYI0 OKa3aTbcsl Ha rpyau. W yero ator Bomvapa Ta-
paiurcs, cJIOBHO HUKorga Peicent He Bunen?! W niid Hero ne-



BYIIIKA B MYKCKOW ofiexk/ie B HOBUHKY? Tak Bomuuiiel, Bce 310
3HAIOT, ¥ CaMH B IpaKe XOPOIIIHY, 1 IeJIAMH B CTae 3alpaBiisioT He
pexe MyxumH. JlectaHy oTell 0COOEHHO HACTaBJIsUI, YTOOBI yBa-
JKUTEITBHO BeJia ce0s1 C MECTHBIMU XO3SIKaMHU. A BOT PO HATJIBIX
BOJTYAp, CJIOBHO OOJM3BIBAIOIINX €€ B3IJIS/IOM, HU CJIOBa CKa3aHO
He Obuto! W Hu ommH npwmasbiil Kot Ob1 ceGe Takoro He mos-
Bom1! Ho 4To Kaath OT cram, Tie lake BCTPETUTDb UX, Kak To-
JIOKEHO, HE CMOIJIH?

CIIOBHO yCIIBIIIAB €€ CepANThIE MBICIH, BOJIK ¢ sIBHOW JIEHIIOM
OTBEJT HAKOHEII B3I M COM3BOJIMII OOPATHTh €ro Ha 3J10CYacT-
HYIO TIOBO3KY, M3-32 KOTOPOH JI0KMHA Phiceil HUKaK He Moria
npoexarbh B BOpOTa ropoauiia. Bosnie moBo3kyu X10onoTany Bo3-
YUK ¥ TPOE CTPAKHUKOB, IBITASICh PUTIOAHSATH U Pa3BEpPHYTb,
9TOOBI OCBOOO/IUTH 3aCTpsIBIIEE KOsieco. JlecTaHa Besiesna Obl CBO-
el oXxpaHe MoMOoYb, HO TOHMMAJIA, YTO TOJIKY OT 9TOrO He Oy/IeT:
ele KOMY-TO B Y3KMX BOPOTax K MOBO3KE MPOCTO HE TIOJOUTH.

SIBHO MOHUMAJT 3TO ¥ HE3HAKOMBIN BOJTK, TOTOMY UTO HE CTas
OeCTOJIKOBO XBaTaThCsl COOKY, a OTCTPAHMJI HIYIJIOrO BO3UYHKA,
BCTaB Ha €ro MECTO KakK pa3 BO3JIe 3JIOMOIYyYHOTO KaMHsI, 3aKJIU-
HMBIIIETO KOJIeco. HerpoMko peIKHYJI 4TO-TO CTpaKHUKAM — U Te
HIOCJTYIITHO 3amMepid. Elie ofiuH phIk — ¥ Bce YeTBEpO pa3oM IpH-
TIOHSUTM TTIOBO3KY. JlecTana Busiena, Kak Hanmpsriach OOTSHyTas
TEMHOM 3aMIliell CMMHA, TJIeYH OYATO pa3BEpHYJIVCH €llle CUIIb-
Hee, KaK TOJNbKO KypTKa He TpecHyna! CuHernasbiii Bonk nots-
HYJT TSDKEJTYI0 TOBO3KY Ha ceOsl, IPUIIOJHUMAsI YTOJI BBIIIIE, A I10-
TOM THYJI KAMEHIOKY — 1 Ta yJIeTesia B/ajlb, @ TOBO3Ka C XPYCTOM



OITyCTHJIaCh OOPATHO HA 3eMJTIO.

— MoxeT, 1 cam IOTaluII OJIEHS, — TaK e TUXO POKOMMEH-
TUpPOBAJI yBUIeHHOE MBap.

JleliCTBUTENIbHO, €CJIM Ha BOJIOKYIIIE. . .

Jlectana noiimaja ce0s Ha TOM, YTO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BHH-
MaHus yessieT HaxaJlbHOMY BoiTyape, 1 HaxMmypuiiack. [loqyma-
elllb, Kakol-T0 OXOTHUK! Masio nu ux cpean YepHbix Boskos,
CJABSIIIMXCA JOOBIUIMBOCTBIO?

Bo3uuk, ToporuimBo nodnarogapus, KUHYJICS K JIOIIAH, CTa-
pasick IOOBICTpee BhIeXaTh U3 BOPOT, a BOJK HEOPEKHO KUBHYIT
CTpa)XHUKaM M CHOBA MTPUBAIMJICSI K BODOTHOMY CTOJIOY, pasriisi-
JIbIBasi TEMeph yke TOUHO ofHy JlecTtany.

— IIpouy npoieHus 3a 3a1epxkKy !

B ocBoOOMUMBIIMXCS BOPOTAX MOKA3AJICS eIlle OIMH U3 XO035-
eB-BosikoB. Mo1ojioii, BRICOKMIA, OTYasTHHO KpacuBbIii! YiibiOa-
IOIIUIACS CBETJIO U SICHO. .. TaKkue ke YepHble BOJIOCHI, KaK Yy BCeX
311eCh, ObLTM TIATENILHO 3aIlJIETeHbl B KOPOTKYIO KOCY, TIepeBH-
TYI0 aJIOW JIEHTOM — JlecTaHa ee XOpOIIO paccMoTpelia, Koraa
BoJik y4THMBO MOKJIOHWJICS. A ellle OHa YBUJIENA TOHKYIO LIEIb
C MeJaJIbOHOM TIOBEpX CBETJION IIEJKOBOM pyOalliku, HAaYUIIeH-
HbIE Carlory C OKOBAHHBIMHM HOCAMU M KaOJTyKamu, HaOOPHBIH 10-
SIC Y LLITaHbI U3 TOHKOM 30JIOTUCTOM 3aMIIIK. . .

[Ilerons OBUT HACTOJNBLKO XOpoII coOoM, uto JlecraHa BMUT
BCIIOMHWJIA O JIOJITOM JOpOre, IJie Jake MOMBIThCSI TOJIKOM He
yaaBajiock. Yl ofexxaa y Hee 3anblUIniach Tak, 4YToO MO30p BCEMY
KOIIAYbEMY POAY, M KOCY JTaBHO CJIEIOBAJIO pacyecarb U mepe-



TJISCTH, H. ..

[my6oKO B3JOXHYB M IMOCTAPABIIUCH BHIOPOCUTH M3 TOJIOBBI
JIMIITHUE MBICJIM, OHA CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY B OTBET, PacCy/UB, YTO
30JI0TOM MeJIaJIbOH B BHJIE BOJIUbEH T'OJIOBBI O3HAYAeT TO JKe ca-
MO€, 4TO Y Hee CaMOl — MeJJaIbOH C PhICBIO.

— 41 bpanrapn, ceiH Box g MHreBanbaa, — oaTsepau ee 10-
rajiky oHoma. — [Iporty, Boiiiute B HaIll A0M U Oy/ibTe B HEM
’KeJJAaHHBIMH TOCTAMU !

Boiitu? Ha mur Jlectana 3aaymaliach, He ClEAyeT JIU CIie-
IIATHCS U3 YBAKEHUS K X035€BaM, HO OoJiee CBeAyIIUi B 0ObIYa-
sx MBap mpocTo TpOHYI MOBOJ — M €r0 KOHb OMepeIn KOOBLIKY
JlectaHbl, iepBbHIM TPOWJIS B BOPOTa. bpaHrapa cHOBa pagyIiHoO
YJIBIOHYJICSI, @ OT BOPOTHOT'O CTOJI0A JOHECIOCh TPOMKOE HaXallb-
HOE (pBIPKaHbE.

[Ipoe3zxas mumo, Jlecrana ckocuia ria3a Ha Boska, crosiie-
r0 Tak OJIM3KO, YTO MPOTSIHA OH PYKY — U MOT ObI KOCHYThCSI ee
carora. Ecimu Ob1, KOHEYHO, OHa eMy 3T0 no3Bosmia! He xBarano
€I1e BCAKUM TSAHYTb IPA3HBIEC Jarlbl!

Ha mur nokasasioch, 4to BOT €llle HEMHOTO... Jlep3kas yx-
MBbLJIKa CTaJia elle HacMmeluiuBee, v Jlectana ¢ Tpyom yaepxa-
J1ach, YTOOBI HE OTIIATHYThCA. [la uTo ke 310 Takoe?!

Bosmymiasice, OHa HEBOJIBHO BTSIHYJIA BO3AYX, U €€ UyThsl KOC-
HYJIaCh CMECh 3aIlaXxOB: XBOWHAsS TOpeyb, Mnajas JUCTBa, pas3ro-
pSAYEHHOE 3BEPUHOE TEJIO U OJIeHbsl KPOBb. JlecTaHa cmopiimia
HOC, CTapasich, YT0O ITO BBIIUIO He3aMeTHO. Bosku. .. Bripouem,
Yero " *Aarh OT MPOCTOrO 3BE€POJIOBaA?



Bpanrapa Toxxe nocMoTpes B Ty CTOPOHY € KAKUM-TO YCTaJIbIM
YKOPOM.

— 310poB M OTel]? — BMECTO NPUBETCTBUS WINA BBIPAKEHUS
NOYTEeHUs1 OPOCHUIT €My OXOTHUK.

Bposu Jlectansl camu co6o0ii cierka NOTHSUIUCH OT U3yMUle-
HU. 71O OH 0 BoxkAe? OHa 1axke OMISIHY/IACh, MBITASICh EIIE Pa3
paccMOTpETh Harjiela IOBHUMATENIbHEe.

— Orerr Besen, 4ToObI THl K HEMY 3alllesl, Kak BepHEIIbCsl, —
POBHO OoTBeTW1 BpaHrapa u oTBepHyJIcs OT BEp3UJibl, CHOBA TeTl-
JI0 ¥ y4TUBO ynelOHYBIIMCH Jlectane. — CriokoeH i ObUT Ball
myTh, rocroxa Jlecrana, nous Paccumopa? Mbl pazipl IpUBET-
CTBOBATh BAaC U Ballly CBUTY.

— BnonHe cnokoen, rocnoguH bpanrapa, — yd4TMBO OTBETHIIA
Jlecrana. — biarogapio 3a rocTennpuuMCTBO.

CnpammBarb, KTO CTOUT Y BOPOT, €id OoJbilie He ObUIO HYX-
abl. Ecy cuHeria3plii Haxall Toke 30BET OTLHOM BOXs YepHbIX
Boakos, 3HauuT, 310 XO0JIBM.

Jlectana HEBOJIIBHO CONPOTHYJIACh. B mamATH BCILUIBLIM CI0Ba
OTLA, KOTrJJa OHU MOCJIEIHUM Pa3 BUIEJINCH NIEPE]] OTHE3/I0M.

«¥Y WHnreBanbia ABa CbiHa, — MEPHO POHST BOXAb Phiceit mo-
cnenHve HactapieHus. — Crapuimii — XoJibM, OT NEPBOM JKEHBI,
ymepiuen pogamu. M miaammii — bpanrapn, or CurpyH, HelHEI-
Hell ero napbl. [OBOPAT 0 HUX BCSIKOE, HO 51 XOUY, YTOOBI ThI CaMa
yBUJEa 000UX IJ1a3aMU cepilia, a He TONbKO pasyma. Ham Hy-
JKEH 3TOT COI03, OYE€Hb HYXKEH, U Thl 3TO 3HACIIb HE XYXKE MEHSI.
bes nopaepxku YepHbix BosIKOB HAC yxe 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET



comHyT Meneenu u Pocomaxu. byap y MHreBanpaa Xxote oHa
J04b, 51 IpocHl Obl ee pyku ajisi ViBapa, MycTh OH M HE TPSIMOM
HACJIE/IHVK, a JIMIIb MOU TuieMsiHHUMK. OpgHako y Bonka — aBa
cbiHa. U eMy 3TOT coto3 Toxke HyxkeH. [loaromy BeiOupaii, Jlecra-
Ha, ¥ TIOMHU: 1 JIOBEPSII0 TBOEMY BBIOOPY, HO JIOMOM ThI JOJIKHA
BEPHYTHCS C 0OpyJaIbHBIM OpaciieTOM M JOTOBOPOM O COIO3HH-
YECTBE.

— A Bl — UBap, s nonarato? — oOpartuics bpanrapa k ee 1Bo-
10poiHOMY Opary, 0e30IMO0YHO BHIOpaB ero u3 jecsTka Pbi-
cer-Myk4nH. — Pag 3HakoMmcTBY. Hazieoch, BaM y Hac NOHpaBUT-
cAl.

[loka VBap oT3bIBajiCs MOJIOKEHHBIMU CJIOBAMHU YUTHBOCTH,
Bpanrapa onHuM JerkuM ABMKEHHEM B3JIEeTesl B CeI0 MOjiBe-
JEHHOTO eMy THeJoro epellia U CIOBHO CIWJICS C HUM, SIBHO
Kpacysch U McKoca norsapBas Ha Jlectany. Ot cTonba cHOBa
JOHECJIOCh (PBIPKAHBE, HA ITOT pa3 pa3Apak€HHOE.

«Jla 30ech ¥ IymaTh He O 4eM, — YOeXJeHHO cKaszaia ceOe
Jlecrana. — U Bei60pa-To Het HHKakoro. He Xomem xe! Tonbko
He XonbM! 3HaunT Bpanrapa... A BApyr g eMy He OHPABJIIOCH ?
MoxeT ObITh, yXke He TOHpaBWIach. VI y HEro KTo-To €CTh...»

Ona nocMmoTpesia Ha MOJIOJIOrO, BCETo I'oJja Ha /iBa cTaplie Hee
camoi, Bonka. Takoro kpacuBoro, HapsiAHOTO, JII0Oe3HOTO. .. U
OH MOXeT cTaTb ee napou? Heyxenu MHreBanba coracurcs Ha
no100HbI cot03? Benib BoTumii BOkIb HABEPHSIKA 3HAET, uTo Jle-
CTaHa... JI0ub BOXK[s Phiceld, ypokaeHHas pbICh 1O OOEUM JIH-
HUSIM. .. YTO OHA — HETIOJTHOIICHHBI 000POTEHb, 32 CBOM JEBSAT-



Ha/JlATh JIET HU Pa3y He NMEPEeKUHYBUINICS B 3BepUHYI0 (popmy!
Marsb-Prick mporseBasiacbh Ha Hee 3a 4TO-TO!

Ecimu 1o noctuxenus nBaauary jet y JlecraHsl He MOJTy4YuT-
cs1 00EpHYTbCS, KJIEWUMO HETIOJTHOIIEHHOM JISIKET Ha Hee OKOHYa-
TeqpHO. Torma el He TO YTO 3a ChIHA BOXKIS HE BBEIUTU — JIaXE
HEe BCSKUI 000POTEHb U3 MPOCTHIX COTTIACUTCS B3ATh €€ B KEHBI,
PUCKysl Oy/IyIIIIM TIOTOMCTBOM. . .

«1 He 6yny nymath 00 3TOM ceituac, — odopBaia cebs Jlecra-
Ha, 6eCIIOMOIITHO ¥ TPOTHBHO X0JIoAes U3HYTpH. — Bee oboiiner-
cs! Y meHs emrie OoJblne Mecsa 40 JBaAIaTOrO JHS POXKACHHUS.
4 cmory, s cnpaBimiock! Y HUKTO He OyneT blpkaTh MHE BCJe,
Kak 3TOT ero Harjblii Opareil, ynacu MaTb-Phich OT Takux poj-
CTBEHHUKOB!»

— Hano ke, kakue pasHble, — mennyia Kavica, korna bpanrapg
npoexaJ Brepes, MoKasbiBasi 1opory. — Jlecta, a Helmb3s 000uX
B3Th? OHOrO Oy/IelIb HapsKaTh U KOCHl éMYy TUIECTH, a Ha BTO-
POM — Ha OXOTY €31Th. BepxoM. A 4TO, TaKOH JIOCHILIE 3aITPOCTO
TIOJ1, CEJIJI0 CTOAMTCHL.

— Kaiica! — npommnen MBap, a Jlectana ¢ TpyioM yaepxaniach,
4T00 HE paccMesiThCs, U Ha cepilie y Hee — cracuO0 yMHUIIE-TI0-
Jpyre — HEMHOTO TOJIervyaio.

k %k %k

ITocenenue YepHeix Bonkos e He noHpasuiiocsk. Hacrosnmm
6oJpIIIM TOpOIOM, Kak y Menseneit, Jluc um Bonkos Cepbix,
€ro Ha3BaTh OBUIO HENb3sl, HO JIENO JIaXe He B pa3Mepe. Ap3uH,
ropoz Peicen, mpociaBuiics He BEJIMUMHOM, @ KPACOTOU U yMe-



JIBIM COYETaHMEM YIoOCTBa C TIIATETHHO COEPEREHHBIMU U TIPU-
PYUYCHHBIMH JIECAMU BOKPYT. 31€Ch K€ BCe ObLIO KaK-To. .. JUKO!

Vauipl — KpUBbIe, MbUIbHBIE U LIyMHbIE. [loMa CTOAT Bpas-
Opoc, 0e3 BCSAKOro IJIaHa, 3aTO 3a00pbl BHICOKUE U KPETKKe, Tak
YTO U3-32 HUX BUJHBI TOJIbKO BEPXYIIKHU KPBIII Ja KyIpsiBas Ty-
rasi 3eJieHb JiepeBbeB. HeKoTopple KaauTKu ObUTM paclaxHyTH,
u Jlecrana, crapasicb BEpTETh IOJIOBOM KAk MOXHO HE3aMETHEe,
BUJIENA, YTO MOYTH B KaXJI0M JiBope Urpalot AeTH. [ToaHo ux Obl-
JI0 ¥ Ha yJIMIIaX, BU3Ka M a3apTHO Irenkas 3yoamu, Bomyara ro-
HSUTACH JPYT 34 APYToM, MHOTJA MEHssl 0OMube mpsiMo Ha Oe-
Iy, APAJIUCh, UTPAJIM B KaKUE-TO HETIOHSTHBIE UIPbI, CTPENISIIN
U3 JIYKOB U (PEXTOBAJIM NaJIKaMH. .. berieHas cras!

Her, Pricsita TOXE HE caMble KPOTKHME B MUPE CO3/1aHM 1, BCE-
TakMd OXOTa Y HUX B KPOBH, HO... OObIUail peicel, B yeloBeye-
CKOM OOJIMKE WJIM 3BEPUHOM, YUHT TUXO BBHICICIUTH JOOBITY, a
NOTOM OECITYMHOI CMEpThI0 METHYThCSI HA Hee CBepXY WJIM U3
3acajpl. Jlecrana TOJIbKO B3JIOXHYJIA, KOTJ]a OUY€PETHOUN BOMSIIUN
KJTyOOK BBIKATHJICS TIOYTH O] KOTIBITA €€ KOOBUTKH, TaK 4TO MPH-
IIJIOCh HATSIHYTh MOBOJL U CAEPIKATh MEPEyraHHyIo JIOIa/lb.

Enynmii psgom Bpanrapn u yxom He MOBe, TOIBKO OpOCHIT
napy cJIoB — M pa3HOBO3pacTHble Bouara npeICHY M BO BCE CTO-
POHBI, OCBOOOK /1451 BCATHUKAM YJTUITY U TTPOBOKAS MIX JIIOOOTIBIT-
HBIMU B3[JIs1JAMU.

Ha, 31ech Bce ObUTO He TakuM, Kak goma. .. M neoper; Boxs
OKazajicsl ropa3fio MeHblle, KOPUIOPhl M1 KOMHAThI — TEMHEE U
TECHEE, a OTIeJNKa — ropaszfo npoiue. Ha oy 3BepuHble Ky psl



BMECTO KOBPOB, Y3KH€ OKHA MOXOXH Ha OOWHUIIBI, a Tpydas Ka-
MEHHasl KJIaJKa He Be3/ie MPUKpPbITa XOTS Obl MOOETKOM, He To-
BOpS YK O robesieHax 1 JepeBsHHON OOIIMBKE.

— Ham ropon ponuscst coBceM HeITaBHO, — CKa3aJl COITPOBOX-
Jalolui ux bpanrapn, BUAMMO, 3aMETUB €€ B3[JIs/Ibl BOKPYT. —
JlBoperr erie He Tak OOraT M KpacuB, Kak JKMJIUINA BOXIEH B CTa-
PbIX MOCEJEHUSIX, HO Mbl BEPUM, YTO BCE BIEPE/IH.

Jlecrana nokpacHena: Heyeau OHa OblUIa HACTOJIBKO HEBEX-
JIMBa, YTO MO3BOJIMJIA 3aMETUTh TpeHeOpekeHne?

Kak HexopoIo BbIILIO.

— OH u cenyac yyzeceH! — MoToponuIachk OHa UCITPABUTB BIIe-
yarjaeHue. — 31ech oueHb YI0THO! CTOJNIbKO OXOTHUYBUX Tpode-
€B... A BHI JIOOUTE OXOTY, rocrioguH bpanrapn?

U crosa rimynocts ! Pa3Be Moxet Bonk He moOUTh OXOTY, eciu
910 ero cymHocth? Mnu Her? Hy nmoyemy oHa Takasi HeJOBKas,
a ropsiyasi KpoBb U3 I1IEK OpOCHIIach yXe B YIIIU, M OHU TOXKe Ha-
BepHsKa MokpacHe u! Xopolo, 4To KOPUJIO0pP TAKOM TEMHBIH. . .

— $1 game ocratock 1oMa, YTOOBI IIOMOYB OTILY, — OTBETUJT Ha
ee Mbiciii bpanrapa. — CiiaBHbIA OXOTHUK Y Hac XosibM. Bbl ero
yKe BUJEJU TaM, Y BOPOT.

O na, emre Kak. .. Buaena. M npenamnouna Obl HA STOM 3HAKOM-
CTBO CO CTapIlIMM HacC/lIeHUKOM BOJIKOB 3aKOHUUTB.

— Bor Bamm nokou, rocnoxa, — ykasaj bpanrapa Ha rpy6o
OTIIOJIMPOBAHHYIO JIEPEBSHHYIO ABepb. — Bamna cnyTHuia ocra-
HETCsI C BAaMU WA HAaWUTH €Ul IPyTryl0 KOMHATy?

— Her-ner, Kaiica Oymer ®uTh cO MHOW, — TOPOILUIUBO OT-



KJIMKHYJIach JlectaHa v IMBITHYJIa B IBE€Pb, YYBCTBYSI, UTO €CIIU
HEMEJUIEHHO HE CHUMET OMNOCTBUIEBIIYIO JOPOXKHYIO ONEKIY U
He BBIMOETCS1, TO B3BOET He Xyke 000 Bomuuiipl. — biaronapio,
rocrionuH bpanrapy. ..

— 30BUTE MEHsI IPOCTO MO UMEHU, — JOHECIIOCh U3-3a IBEPU. —
TopXkecTBeHHBII YKWH B YECTh BaIllero MPUOBITHS HAYHETCS Ha
3aKare, a IoKa OTJbIXanTe, rocnoxa Jlecrana, s celyac MpUILITIo
ciyxaHok. I'ocnogun MBap, npouty ciieioBaTh 3a MHOU. . .

[llaru Bpanrapaa u octanbHbIX Pricei pa3nanuch aajbliie 1o
KOpUIOpY, a JlecraHa co CTOHOM OIYCTHJIACH HA IIMPOKYIO HU3-
KyI0 KpOBaTh, 3aCTEJIEHHYIO LIBETHBIM MOKPBIBAJIOM, U OIVISAZE-
Jack. Ha oty ne:xxuT Bce TOT ke BE3JEeCyIMi MeX, Ha 3TOT pa3
MenBexuil. OOBIYHOTO 3Bepsi, pasymeeTcsi, He 000poTHs1. Ha cre-
HAaX — KOBPBI M3 3aSYbUX IIKYPOK, MOJOOPAHHBIX IO I[BETY B
HexuTpbiid y30p. CyHIYK B yIJy, YMBIBAJIbHUK... MaTbh-PbICh,
KAKOE K€ 371€Ch BCE. .. IUKOe!

— XM, a HUYEro TaK, YIOTHEHbKO, — TOKEe OIJISIIEBLINCH, ITPO-
TsaHya Kanca, crackuBas canoru u cHUmasi Kyptky. — He 3a-
Mep3HeM, nokanyu. [Jaxe 3uMon.

— Kakas 3uma?! — Bce-Taku B3BbLIa JlectaHa. — 4 yxe xouy
nomon! Kaiica, onu sxe BapBapsi! Llesbiii roposs HeBOCITUTAaHHBIX,
JMKHUX, HaXaJbHbIX BOJKOB. ..

OnoMHUBIIMCH, OHA CHU3WJIA Ha TIOCJIEAHMX CJIOBAaX roJoc, He
CTOJIbKO U3 OTACKH, YTO Oy/IeT YCIIbIIIAHAa, CKOJIbKO U3 BEKJIUBO-
cru. Jloub BOX[Is1 NOKHA OBITH yUTHBA Beeraa u co Bcemu. Ho. ..

— D70 TH NPO KpacaBuuka bpanrapga? — naykaBo yrouHuia



Kaiica, omyckasce Ha KOJIEHO U nomoras JlectaHe CHATh y3Kue
canoxku. — He takou yx oH u quknid! A BOT HAaCKOJIBKO Py4YHOU
— HaJo ellle MOCMOTpPeTh. 3aTo OpaT y Hero Tak U HalparivBaeTcs
Ha CTPOrvi OllIEeNHUK, BepHO? Y moBOAOK Mokopoye?

— Jlaxxe He TOBOpU MHE O ero Opare, — MpauyHO OTO3BAJIACh
Jlecrana. — {1 nydine 3a MeaBeas-aTyHa BbIMAY, YEM 34 ITOrO!

OTKUHYBIIKCh Ha Ky4dy MOAYIIEK, OHa MO3BoJIMIIa cede mose-
KaTb, MoKa Oosiee kpenkas Kakica pacnuxuBana mo cyHIykam
COZIEP’KMMOE MX CYMOK M OTITPABJIslIa MOSIBUBIIMXCS CITYKAHOK
3a ropA4Yen Bofou. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs B KOMHATE Kak I10
BOJIILIEOCTBY OKa3asach AepeBsiHHAs 0a/ibsl, a B HEH — HECKOJIBKO
BeZIep BOAbI, UCXOAANIEU QYIIMCTHIM [APOM.

— O, MOXXKEBEJOBYI0 XBOIO 3aBapWid, — IMPUHIOXABUIKCH,
onoopwa Kavica. — Jlasait, Jlecta, mosne3saii ckopee. Ham ernie Bo-
JI0ChI TeOe CYIIUTDb U YKJIaJbIBATh.

Vnpammusare Jlecrany He npunuiocs. CKUHYB BCE, OHA OIy-
CTUJIaCh B ApOMATHYIO BOY U OJIAXKEHHO 32 KMYPHIIACh. ITO, KO-
HEYHO, HE MpaMOpHasl KyHaJibHSl Y HUX JOMa, KyJa ropsiuasi u
XOJIO[JHAsI BOJIa TEUET 10 TpyOam, HO Bce paBHO cuacthe! Erre Obt
HOTU BBITSIHYTb, HO HE B 0ajibe, YBBI.

MrHoBeHHO IOrOBOPHMBIIHMCH CO Ciy:kaHKamu, Kaiica gocra-
Jla MEIoYeK C ee TOOUMBIM 3eMJISTHUYHBIM MBUIOM U TIPOYNMU
CHAI00bsIMHU, BOOPYXMJIACh MIEPCTSIHON MOYAJIKON U KOBIIIOM. . .
Yepes yac Jlecrana, orrepras 10 CKpuIla, cUjejia Ha KpOBaTH,
BBITHAsi BOJIOCHI, CITy’KaHKW MEHsUIM Bofy B Oajbe, a Kavica ne-
JIOBUTO Tiepedupasia MpUBe3eHHbIE C COOOW HAPS/IBL.



— 3eJIeHOe WM CUHee, Kak Jymaelib? [l KpacHOro Bpoae
PaHOBATO, CIIUIIIKOM YK OHO... TOPXKECTBEHHOE, — PacCyXkaaia
oHa BciyX. — [Tup Oyziet Beuepom, a Ipu CBeuax CUHee CITUIITKOM
temHoe. Jlecra?

— A? — onomHunace Jlecrana. — 3eneHoe, HaBepHoe. Mnu cu-
Hee. ..

— Bce ¢ To6011 sicHO, — noapiToxkmia Karica. — 3Hauur, 3eie-
Hoe. Wnu crona, nmymmucras mosi! XBatut medrath o bpanrapae,
OyJeM ero 04apoBHIBATb.

— Kanca! — BoamyTtmiiace Jlecrana, CHOBa OTYasiHHO TIOKpac-
HEB M MJISIHYB HA CIYXKaHKY, BBICOKYIO KPEMNKYIO JIEBYIIKY, YTO
KaK pa3 BhITUpaJIa pa3iuTyI0 BOKPYT Oaabu BOAY.

JleBu1ia, OOBIYHBIN Y€JIOBEK, He 00OPOTEHb, OIYCTHUIIA FOJIOBY,
0e3yCIIeNHO CTapasich CKPHIThH YIBIOKY.

— A dro, He o Bpanrapae? — usymunacy Hacmernnuia Kaiica,
nozacrynas k Jlecrane ¢ ratbeM. — Hy u npaBusibHo! Ovapyem
BCEX, a MOTOM BbhIOEpeM, KTO NpurisiHeTcs. Pyku nogaumu !

Eme npumepno yepes 4dac Jlecrana NpuaupunuBo pasmiIsjibl-
Bajia ceOsi B HEOOJBIIIOM 3epKaJjie, KOTOpoe JABUrajia rnepea Heu
Kaiica. Ona 1 6e3 Toro nmpekpacHo 3Hajia, Kak BHIJISAUT B 3TOM
TUIaThe, KaK U B JIIOOOM APYTOM U3 CBOMX HAPSIIOB, HO CETOMHS. . .
Ceronns el HyxHO ObITh Oe3ynpeunoii! Ha yxune B uecTb mo-
COJILCTBA HaBepHsIKA OyayT camble 3HaTHbIe Bonku u Bomuuiipi,
He jaii Matb-Prich onozoputbes!

Ona mpoBesna JaJoHsIMU 1O Taiuu 1 Oeapam. bapxar nBera
JIeTHEeW TPaBhl MOCYIIHO OOJeran KaxIplii u3rud Tena, KBaj-



paTHBIA BHIPE3, OTICJIAHHBIA CepeOpPSHON TECHMOM, IMOTYSPKH-
BaJI HEOOJTBIITYIO BHICOKYIO I'PY/b, @ IITHY POBAHHBINA KOPCAX Jeal
Jlecrany crpoiinee. [llupokas 100ka B 1oJ1, HOCKU MapuOBbIX, TO-
*Ke cepeOpsIHbIX Ty(delieK ¢ BHICOKUMU KaOMy4YKaMH 9y Tb BbITJIsI-
JBIBAIOT HApYXKy M3-107 nojosa. PykaBa pacimpsiiorcs OT JIOK-
TS ¥ (PUTYPHO BBIPE3aHBI, @ U3HYTPU MOAOUTHI CEPeOPSHBIM XKe
KPYKEBOM. . .

Beicoxiime 1 TiiartespHO pacuecaHHble Bosiockl Kaiica 3arwe-
Jia €M B TOJICTYIO KOCY U YJIOKWJIA Ha 3aThUIKE B KPACHUBBII BbICO-
KWH y3€1, BBIITYCTUB HECKOJIBKO MPSIOK Ha BUCKH, YTOOBI 00Opam-
JIJM JIMLO. B noyMpake KOMHaThl, OCBEIIEHHOW ITApOW MacJIsi-
HBIX JIaMmIl, JULO JlecTaHbl B 3epKajle CBETUIIOCh, KaK JKEMYYT, U
TOJIBKO YIIPSIMO CXKAThI{ POT NOPTUJI BIieuaTsieHue HeskHocTr. Ho
BCE OocTajibHOE — Xopoio. Heyxenu emy He noHpasurcs? Emy?

Jlecrana mogonuia K OCTaBIIEMYCsS BEIPY M PELIMTENIbHO
IUIECHYJIA B JIULIO YMCTOM XOJIOAHOM BOAOM. XBAaTUT YK€ Kpac-
HeTh! He nuno, a crienad 3eMJIsIHUKa. . .

— C yma comua! — Bo3mytuiack Kavica. — [Tnatbe 3a0pbi3ra-
elllb.

Cama oHa OBICTPO OMNOJIOCHY/IACH U NEPEOIeIach TaK CTPEMU-
TeJIbHO, uTO JlectaHa HeBOJIbHO MO3aBUI0BaJIa TPOBOPCTBY. Kaii-
ca-MonHus, Tak ee 3Banu goma Mosoabie KoTel, xenas yrooqurs.
Kaiica Ha cTonmb rpyOyio JiecTh HEM3MEHHO OTBeYasa SI3BUTEINb-
HbIMU HacMmelkaMu. Kak xopoiuo, yro oHa psagom! Bynet He Tak
CTPAIIIHO Ha yXHHE.

B nBeppb nocryyamm. CitykaHKu yxke yIIJIM, B KOMHATE OCTa-



ymck TonbKo Jlecrana ¢ Kaiicoit, u 00e BCKUHYJHCh, TIEPeriisHyB-
k. Jo 3akara enie yac, He MEHBbIIIE.

«A Bpanrapa nmpocu 3Bath ceOst TOJIBKO 10 KIMEHH, — HEKCTa-
TH nogymasioch Jlectane, M OHa ¢ TPY/IOM OTOTHajIa OT cedst 00-
pa3 Kpacasia-Bonka. — Jla kTo xe Tam?»

3a aBepblo OOHAPYKUIACH OUepeTHas CiyxaHka. [TokJIoHuB-
IIMCh, OHA OOWKO IJIsSHYJIA Ha JIEBYIIIEK U OBEpHYJach K Jlecra-
He.

— Cemnas rocnoxa Peick, BeeHO Bac nmpoBoauTh. ['ocnoxa
CurpyH OeceoBaTh C BaMH KeJlaeT.

Curpyn? Xena Boxasa? Cepnue B rpyau Jlecranel Ha mMur
MPUTHUXJIO, & TIOTOM CTYKHYJIO TPOMYE, €Ie U elle, 3aKOJI0TUIIOCh
norManHou nruner. Havamocs! BoT oHO, HacTosIee ucrbiTa-
Hue! Crapias Bomuniia XO4eT MoroBOpUTh C HEM 10 YKMHA, Ha
KOTOPOM, KOHEYHO, Oy/IyT €€ ChbIH M TIAaCHIHOK. JKeJTaeT mpucMoT-
peThcsi K BO3MOKHOIM HeBecTke? He oOsi3atenbHO — Oyayiiei, a
TOJIBKO BO3MOKHOM. UTO OBl HM TOBOPHJIT OTEll, PBICSIM 3TOT CO103
HYXeH OOoJIbIlie, U caMy BOJIKM 3TO IpeKpacHO MOHUMAIOT.

Jlecrana GecrioMolHO orisiHy 1ach Ha Kaiicy, 3amepiiyio ¢
3epkasioM B pykax. Her, Opatb ¢ coboit noapyry Henb3si. Ona
He MaJIeHbKasl IEBOUKa, OOSIIAsICSl OKA3aThCsl ¢ HE3HAKOMITAMU
OJIVH Ha ONWH, a 104b Boks1! VctuHHas Prick, 9To OBI HU TO-
BopusM 3ible s3biku! [loapyr, gake cambix OMM3KUX, HA TaKue
nieperoBopsl He 6epyT. Ho, BO3MOXHO. ..

— A Mol Opat? — cripocuiia OHa CITyKaHKY, IeTUISIsCh 3a T0-
CJIEAHIOK MPU3PAYHYIO HAJIEkK/1y HA MIOMOIIb B IEPErOBOPAx.



WBap — nieMsHHUK BOX /151 U BTOPOH B ITOCOJILCTBE MOCIE Hee.
EMy-T0 — MOXHO, HaBepHOE?

— BeneHO TOJIbKO BAac MpPUBECTH, FOCIIOkA, — MTOKaYaJia rojio-
BOU CiTy)XaHKa. — Bbl TOTOBBI MJIM MHE 000K 1aTh?

— 4 rotoBa, — GIarocKJIOHHO YJbIOHYJIach JlectaHa oqHUMU
rybamu. — Mnem. Kaiica, Bcrpetumcs uim 31eCh, UM HA YKH-
He, — METHYJ/Ia OHA Ha MOJPYTy OBICTPBII B3I,

Ta Mo4a KuBHYJIa, TOXE BCE MOHUMAas!, KOHEUHO.

IlBepb 3a BbllIe/IIed U3 KOMHAThl JlectaHou 3aKkpbuiach, U,
HECMOTpPSI Ha JIaMIly B pyKax CIIy’aHKd, Kopuaop Bomubero
JIBOPILIA MOKA3aJICsl TEMHBIM Y CTPAIlIHbIM, CJIOBHO B CKa3Kax, KO-
Topsle Jlectana cnpliiana B gerctBe. Kak ke 31ech... Henmpu-
BenBO. Ho eii Heyero 6osiTtbest, BepHO? OHa HacneqHua Phi-
cer. Camas 3aBHIHAs HEBECTA MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOIO KJIaHa, U eIle
HECKOJIbKO HEZIeJb JJaXke 32 CIMHOM HUKTO HE MMEET IpaBa Ha-
3BaTh €€ HernosHoIeHHOM! Ee kieT cynpyKecTBO ¢ TOCTOMHBIM
JKEHUXOM, KOHEYHO ke, 310 Oyaer bpanrapn! M manbine — cua-
ctbe! OOs3aTeNBHO. . .

Jlecrana mouru yropopua ce0sl, ¥ 5TOro ClOKOMCTBHS XBaTH-
JIO Ha BCIO IOPOT'Y MO U3BWJIMCTHIM TEMHBIM KOPUAOPaM 10 KOM-
HaThl crapiieil Bomuuiibl, oka3zaBiiencs 4yTh JIM HE HA APYroM
KoHI1Ie ABopua. CiykaHka Bejla ee KaKUMHU-TO TUXUMHU NIEPEX0-
JaMH, TOJIbKO MHOTIA OHY MPOXOIUIA MUMO SIPKO OCBEIIIEHHBIX
3aJI0B, OTKY/Ia CJIBIIIAIKCh TOJIOCA.

U Bce ObLIO XOPOIIIO, TIOKa OHM HE CBEPHYJIU B OUEPETHOM KO-
PHUIIOP, B KOHIIE KOTOPOTO, 3aJIMTasi CBETOM M3 BUCSAILIEW HA CTe-



HE JIaMIIbl, ITOKa3ajack aAsepsb. [louemy-to Jlecrana cpasy nons-
JIa, YTO UMEHHO CI0ia OHU U Npunuii. CTpax OTCTyNHJI KyAa-To
B INIyOMHY Y1, CBEPHYJICS TaM MaJIEHbKUM KOTTUCTBIM 3BEpb-
KOM, M3peJIKa JIETOHbKO Liaparnasich... JlecraHa riyOOKo B3J0X-
HyJIa — U 4yTb HE OTIIPbITHYJIA, KOrJa U3 TEMHOW HUIIU PIOM
C ABEPBIO K HUM MIarHyJ BRICOKUH crity3T. Heno6po GnecHynm
TEMHBIM SIHTapeM I71a3a, U JlecTaHa HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHU HE
MOIJIa y3HaTh MX 00J1aaTesns, a MOTOM HEBOJIbHO MOPA3UIach —
KyJla ¥cuesJia Tak 3aroMHuBIIascs e cuieBa? U mouemy?

— Hobporo Beuepa, rocroxa Jlecrana, jpour Paccumopa, —
YXMBUIbHYJICS XOJIbM TaKOW kK€ HE3HAKOMOW YJIBIOKOH, yike He
HaxaJIbHO-OLIEHUBAIOILIEH, a OTKPOBEHHO 3JI0M. — YBUANUMCS Ha
YAKHHE.

U ymren, 6ecryMHO CKOJIB3HYB B TEMHOTY Kopuaopa. A Jle-
CTaHa, PacTepsIHHO W WCITyTaHHO MPOBOJMB €r0 B3IVISAAOM, IO-
BEpHYyJach K JABepu U 0Oe33ByyHO B3Monwiack Martepu-Poicy,
1poCs Y Hee CMEJIOCTH.



I'naBa 2. /IBa Opara

— ITpoxoau, Mumas, — no3paja HEMOJIOAAs!, HO CTaTHAs U BCE
ellle KpacuBasi KeHIIMHA B TEMHO-KPACHOM NTapYOBOM ILJIaThe, U
Jlecrana, koTopas 3amepria Ha Opore, cAejiaia Imar Brepen.

[onoc y crapeit Bomuuiibl Toxxe ObUT XOPOIIL: HU3KUH, IPyl-
HOU, MATKUH. .. [Toutu cnaakuit. [da Tonbko Jlectana, kak Besikas
PbIch, OTIMYHO 3HaJIa, YTO OT JIACKOBOTO MYPJIBIKaHbsI JJO BBIITY-
IICHHBIX KOI'TEX — MMUT.

— 31paBCTBYHTE, FOCMOXKA, — [IOKJIOHWJIACh OHA TIOYTUTEJIBHO,
HO HE CJIMIIKOM HU3KO, OCTAHOBUBIINChH Ha TOW €Ba YJIOBUMOM
rpaHulie, Ie YBakeHUe K CTapilell U Xo3s1iKe JoMa IpeBpaliia-
€TCA B YHU3UTEJIbHOE CMAPEHHE.

Her, storo He O6yner. OHa XOTb U MOJIOfa, HO paBHa CUTpyH
1o nosoxenuio. [la, CurpyH — xeHa BOX/1s1 U MaTb BOZMOKHOTO
HacjegHuKa, 3aTo JlectaHa — cama HacJIeIHUIIA CBOEro KJjaHa!
Tonbko syyriie ObI 1€JI0 HE JIOILIO A0 BBISICHEHHsI, Y KOTO 3yObl
OCTpee Y KOI'TH JUIMHHEE, €CIIH YK UM MPEICTOUT OPOAHUTHCS.

— bnmxe, neBouka, — Tak ke MATKo ckazana CUrpyH, U B ee
roJjioce MPOCKOJIb3HYJIU BKPaIuyMBO-JOBOJIbHbIE HOTKU. — Jlail Ha
Te0s1 B3MIsAHYTh. CiTy’KaHKM MHE BCE YILM MPOXKYKKaIM, Kakas
KpacaBHIia [M0KaJI0BaJIa B HAlll CKPOMHBIN JIOM.

B ymu u meke Jlecrane Gpocunack kpacka. To-To MecTHbIe
JIeBUIIBI, TACKABIIIME BOAY, TAaK 0€33aCTEHUYMBO €€ PasIIsabIBaIIH,
noka Jlecrana ruteckanack B Oaape. HaBepHoe, Bce ycrnienu pac-



CMOTpETh U J0N0kuTh. Hy 1 mycTs, el Heuero ckpeiBaTh. Huka-
KMX TaliHbIX MTOPOKOB M HEJOCTATKOB... [IpaBaa, 1 peaKOCTHOM
KpacaBulieil oHa ce0s1 HUKorna He cuutaia. Ciaumikom OeaHas,
Jaxe OJieKyasi Mo CPaBHEHUIO ¢ OONBIIIMHCTBOM PBIKUX U 30710~
TUCTO-pychiX Priceii. ['ma3za mouru OecrBeTHbIC... A Ha YepHO-
BOJIOCBIX U SIPKOTJIa3bIX BOMKOB Tem Ooiee HY Karii He TIOXOXa.

Omna BIpYT CJIOBHO yBHJENa ceOsl 4yKUM B30POM, IIPUCTAIIb-
HBIM, XOJIOAHO W MpPUIMPUMBO oleHuBawoumM. Ho BMecTo To-
0, YTOOBI OKOHYATEJIbHO CMYTHUTBCS, TOIBKO BBITPSIMUIIACH EIlIe
CUJIbHEE, BBITSIHYBILUCH B CTPYHKY M OTBETUB Bomuuiie npsiMbim
B3[JIAZIOM. A MOTOM, 3aMETHB HACMEILUIMBYIO UCKPY B 30JI0TH-
CTO-Kapux Ila3ax, ypoHWUJIa:

— Bam BusHee, rocrioxa, He MHE CyIUTh O COOCTBEHHOM Kpa-
core. [Iputom, oTelnt 1 MaTh YYUJIM MEHS, UTO €CThb BEIIM ropas/io
BaXKHEE.

Bosuuiia HeMHOro HakJIOHWJIach BIiEped, U OTOJIeCKU ovara,
TOPSIILETO B YTy, HECMOTPsI HA TEIIbINA BeYep, JIETJ I 30JI0TUCTOM
ByaJIbl0 HA €€ CMYIJIOE JIULIO.

— 1 T0 BepHO, — cornacuiach OHa C TOM K€ MATKOU yCMelll-
koil. — TBou ponutenu myapsl... Ho Bce ke nogonam.

Jlecrana, ci0BHO 3aBOpOXEHHasi, cAefiaia Ilar Brepe[, eie
onuH. HeOonbimas komHara, OOCTaBJIEHHAs! CJMIIKOM TTPOCTO
JU1s1 )KEHbI BOXK/1s1, BAPYT MOKa3aJ1aCh TECHOM, ’KapKOH U TyIITHOM.
HasepHoe, 3T0 oroHb BUHOBAT. 3[1€Ch AK€ TOMAT KaK-TO UHAYE,
1aMsi He JIACKOBOE U YIOTHOE, KaK JJOMa, a MOXOKee Ha JKa/IHble
B3IJIs1/161 BOJTKOB — TOTO ¥ IJIsi/1M, OOOMKIKET.



OHa ocraHoBWIack B Tpex marax or CUrpyH, TBEpIO pPELIUB,
gto Omke He nomoaeT. Ho Bomuuiia 61arockJIoHHO KMBHYIIA,
BIJISI/IBIBASICh B €€ JIUIIO, a TOTOM HErPOMKO CKa3aa:

— 4 copinana o tebe MHOro xopoiuero, a1oub Paccumopa.
Heuacrto HacieqHuIIel TaKOro APEBHETO KJlaHa CTAHOBUTCS JIEBA.

— Marb-Poich HE ofapuiia MOUX POIWTENEH CHIHOBbSIMH, —
crepxkaHHo oTBeTwIa Jlectana, mpeKpacHO MOHUMAs, 9TO coOe-
CEJIHUIIE 3TO U3BECTHO.

Ho TakoBbI yk Urpbl BOXJIEN: MHOM pa3 TO, KaK FOBOPAT, TO-
paso BaxkHee TOro, 0 4eM ropopAr. Bor nu Bomuunia cHoBa Jie-
TOHBKO KMBHYJIA, COIJIAIAsCh, @ TOTOM 3aMEeTHIIA:

—Ho y crapiueii cecTpbl TBOETO OTIIA €CTh ChIH, TPOAOJIKATEIb
Baiiero pojga. O4eHb JOCTOMHBIN IOHOINA, KaKk MHe ckazayiu. He
npaBuIbHee i ObLIO OTATh MEJATLOH HACIIETHUKA eMYy?

— 41 He yKa3bIBal0 CBOEMY OTILYy, YTO €MY JeJIaTh, — XOJIOIHO
otBetuia Jlecrana. — Eciiu oH couTeT HyKHbIM OTaTh KJ1aH VBa-
py, Tak ToMy u ObiTh. Ho 10 Tex mop s ero mpasasi pyka, U KJIaH
C 3TUM COIJIACEH.

«A 4y)XUM B HalllM JieJia MeaThCsl He3a4eM», — J0O0aBUIIa OHA
npo ceds1, U XOTb BCIIYyX TO HE MPO3BYYaso, HO ria3a Bomuuiisl
MOHMMAIOUIE CY3UIIUCh.

— XOpolIIo CKa3aHo, — 0To3Bajach CUTPYH M yKa3aja Ha [Iu-
POKYIO HU3KYIO CKaMblO, CTOSIIIYIO Y cTeHbl. — [Ipucsap, Munasi,
pas3roBop Oy/IeT HEMpPOCTOM.

Jlecrana moOC/IyIIHO OMYCTWJIACh HA CKaMblo, 3aCTEJIEHHYIO
TOJICTBIM MEXOBBIM OJIESJIOM: BCE TE K€ 3as4bM IIKYPKH, U3 KO-



TOPbIX Ybs-TO yMeJiasi pyKa Hape3aja pPOBHbIE KBaJpaTUKH, a
MOTOM CIIMJIA UX MEXIy COOOH, MojoOpaB phikeBaThie W Oe-
Jble Briepemenky. Ofeso crnagajo co CKaMbH JI0 CaMoro 10Ja,
OOBIYHOTO, IEPEBSHHOIO, HO KaXkAasi JoIIevKa Oblia TIIATeIbHO
oTuuM(OBaHa U HATEPTA BOCKOM, TaK 4TO MOJ MOTYYHUJICS [JIaj-
KMM, KaK 3epkasio. Bomuuna cena B HU3KOE YIOTHOE KPECio Yy
cToja, 6epekHO pachpaBuiia IiaThe, OMsATh nocMoTpena Ha Jle-
CTaHy, BIPYT BECEJIO CMOPIIUB HOC U YJILIOHYBIIHCh.

— Hy, He mmnm, He mmnm... Hago ke, ¢ xapakrepoMm. 1o
XOPOLLIO.

W nponomkuia JOBEPUTENBHO, CJIOBHO JTaBHEW 3HAKOMOW, a
TO W HOJpYTre:

— 3Haelllb, ToueMy s ¢ TOOOH peliuia OCKopee MOroBOpUTh?
DTH MyKYMHbI HUYETO HE MOHUMAKT. YTO TBOM OTell, YTO MO
MyKEHEK, 1ar eMy Marp-Bomuuna xopormen oxotsl. .. To mm ae-
JIO MBI, KeHIMHbI. CKaxu, 1€BOYKA, Thl BE[b YK€ BUJEJA TEX,
paau koro npuexasa’?

— 51 mpuexasia pagu AOroBopa o IOMOLIH, — OCTOPOKHO OTBE-
Tiia Jlecrana, crapaTtesbHO He 0TBOAA B3I, — Ho. .. Bammux. ..
— Ona B mocieiHAM MUT 3alHyJach, BCIOMHUB, YTO CUJALIAS
HaMpPOTHUB JKEHIIIUHA — MaTh TOJIbKO OJJTHOT'O U3 CBIHOBEW BOXK/s1, U
ucnpaBmiack: — Barrero ceiHa 51 Buaena. U ero 6para toxe. OHu
o0a BcTpeTusM Hac y BopoT. Kakercs, rocnogyH Xo/ibM BO3Bpa-
HIAJICS C OXOTHI.

— Hy xoneuHo, — B3goxHysna CurpyH, npuHuMasi 0OMaHuYMBO
3a00TJIMBBIA 1 TIOUTH TpOraTebHbIA BUI. — OX yX 3TOT XOJIbM,



HakazaHue MHe ¢ HUM. [IpescTaBisiio, 4To Thl HOIyMasia O Halllen
CEMbE, MUJIas, ITISIHYB Ha 9TOro AUKaps. 1 Mosxkellb He cTapaThCs
OBITh BEXKJIMBOM, y TeOsI HA MOp/IAIIIKE BCEe HAMKMCAHO.

Jlecrana Bo3mMylIeHHO B3JJOXHYJIa, HO TpoMomyaia. O yem te-
nepb CJe0BAJIO0 MOAYyMaTh, TaK 3TO O TOM, KTO JI€CTBUTENILHO
OyzieT pemiath cyap0y ee 3aMyKecTBa, BOX/Ib BOJIKOB WM ero
KEeHa. A ellle — KaK el JKUTh C TaKoW CBeKpoBbI0? «Brpouem, —
C HEJIOCTOMHOM 3JI0paJHON pajocThio pemnia Jlecrtana, — KUTh
PS/IOM HaM Kak pa3 U He npuuercs. bpanrapn yener co MHOM.
Benb yemet xe? A 9To MaTh XO4eT y3HaTh, C KEM CBSIKET CYIbOY
€€ eJJMHCTBEHHBIN CbIH, 3TO BIOJIHE MOXHO MOHSTh. JIuIib Obl B
TOCTY IIpUE3KaIa HE CIAUILIKOM YacTo».

— Kak ckaxere, rocroxka CHUrpyH, — CKJIOHWIA OHA TOJIOBY,
crapasick ObITh BeXJIMBOM. — HO pa3Be s1 Moria mogymars o Bac
mioxo? Ilpocro rocnona bpanrapg u Xonem... OHU JOeCTBU-
TEJIbHO OYEHb... pa3HbIE.

— O na, — orkiukHynach CurpyH. — Pa3Hble, Kak JIeCHOH Mo-
’Kap W BOT 3TOT oyar, Muiasi. Bposie Obl 1 TaM, ¥ TaM OrOHb, HO
OJIMH COTPEET, 3alUTUT OT 3UMHEHN CTY)KU U TOJIOJa, a BTOPOU
MOXET JIUIIb TYOUTh BCe Ha CBOeM IMyTH. Thl yMHasi J€BOYKA,
Jlecrana, nous Paccumopa, 1 moromy st Gosnbliie He Oydy MyTaTh
CIIEMIbl, a CKaXy BCE MPSMO.

OnHa nomMomnyasna, risitHy/1a MUMO HaCTOpOKUBILIeNCs JlecTaHbl
B TOT CaMbIil OYar, a NOTOM MPOAOJIKIIIA, POHSS Kak/10€ CJIOBO
TSIKEJIO U YBECUCTO, CJIOBHO 30JI0TYIO MOHETY:

— Tel, KOHEUHO, 3Haenb, yTo X0IbM MHE He ponHou. Ho oH



CTapIliMi, 1 MHOTHE KEJal0T BUJETh HACJIEIHUKOM UMEHHO €rO.
TBo#1 oTelr My/Ip, €CJIM He UCITYTAJICS, YTO ThI IEBYIIKA, a BRIOpaT
HACJIe/IHMKA TI0 YMYy U CTapaHUI0. YBBI, MOM MYk, OJarocjioBu
ero Marp-Bommuniia, He BUOUT B CBOEM IIEPBEHIIE HUYETO LY PHO-
ro. XoJbM 30J1 ¥ IEP30K, OH TUKAphb, HEe MPU3HAIOIIHI 0ObIYaeB
W BJIACTH cTapimmx. Ero uCTUHHBIN 3Beph He MOIaeTcst 00y3/aa-
HUIO, 1 MOEMY MAChIHKY MTPUXOAUTCS MPSTaTh €ro B Jiecax, yTo-
7151 Kaxkay KpoBu oxotou. Cripocuiib, moueMy xe Bonku xena-
10T ero B OyayIye BOKaku?

— Jllymaio, BB caMu MHE 00 3TOM CKaKeTe, TOCIoxka, — elle
OCTOpOKHEe O0To3Baach JlectaHa, ClienMB Ha KOJIEHSIX MOXOJIO-
JEBIIINE TAJIbLIBL.

O ner, CurpyH He cTajna eil HpaBUThCS OOJIbIIE, U B €€ HC-
KpeHHOCTh JlectaHa He 0co00 Bepuia, CIUIIKOM YK YepPHBIMU
Kpackamu Bouwmiia pucoBasia HemoOumoro nackiHka. Ho Ha 1my-
CTOM MECTE TAKOE HE COYMHHILDL, Ja U XOJIbM, KaK I0KAa3aJI0Ch
Jlecrane, ObUT MMEHHO TaKMM, Kak TOBOpHWJa ero madexa. U
3TO... Myrajo.

— Mb1, Bosku, 1ieHUM cuily, — OTKPOBEHHO cKa3aia CUrpyH. —
VY Hac 10 cux nop J000il BOUH MOKET OpOCUTh BHI3OB BOKIIO,
Y €CJIM TOT IPOUTpaeT NOEANHOK, B KPYT JOKEH BBIMTH €ro Ha-
cnegHuK. Ecm notepnut nopaxxeHue M OH, BJIACTh HAJl KJIAHOM
nepeier K nodeautesio. Moit Mmyx yxe Hemonon. Bonku dryT
€ro, HO paHo WJIM MO3[IHO HAWAETCS NEP3KUM I0HEll, YTO PEIIUT
CTaTh BOKAKOM I10 IpaBy Meva. I MHOrue 1ymaroT, 4To CIIy4HCh
TaKO€ — OH CIIOTKHETCS 0 XOJIbMa, KOTOPbIM YAEPKUT KJIAH OT



Pa3aopoB. YBbI, 3TU MHOTHE MYTAIOT CUIIy U JUKOCTh. BpaHrapn
— CJIaBHBIY BOMH U OXOTHHK, €r0 )eHE He MPUIETCS CThIAUTHCS
c1aboCTH My’kKa, HO OH CTapaeTcst MoOekaaTh He MEYOM U KJIbI-
KaMH, a cJIoBOM. 3a00TOi O Aesiax KjaHa, MyApPbIMU pEIIeHUsI-
MH. ..

— 9T0 AOCTOMHO BOX s, — coracuiach Jlecrana.

«Henerko, HaBepHoe, bpaHrapny cmupstb HpaB OeIIEHOTO
Opata? Tem OoJbliie clieyeT ero 3a 3To yBaxaTh», — IMoAyMasia
OHa.

— 4 paga, 9TO THI TaK YMHa, IEBOYKA, — YJIBIOHYMach CUrpyH
C HEOXUJIaHHOU TeruioToi. — CKaxu, MO ChIH MpwuIiescs tede
o cepaity? 51 3Hai0, 4TO BbI JIMIITh HECKOJIBKUMU CJIOBAMU Tiepe-
MOJIBWJIMCh, HO MbI, Bonku, BeIOMpaem ¢ niepBoro B3rsga. Ot
TeOs s 3TOrO He K1y, PhICH CIaBITCA OCTOPOKHOCTBIO M paccy-
JIUTEIBHOCTBIO, HO. .. OH TeOe MPUIIISTHYCS ?

—Tl'ocrioguu BpaHrapa oueHs. . . Xopoiil COO0M, — C TPY/IOM BbI-
MonBuia Jlecrana, 4yBCTBYsl, UTO LIEKU BCE-TAKU 3aIOJIbIXAJH. —
OH y4THB 1 JTIOOE3EH. . .

— Bot u cnaBHO, — nponokuia yisioarecst Bomuuna. — {1 Ha-
JIEI0Ch, ThI IMOJTIOOMIITL ¥ €0, U Halll KJIaH.

— Knan? — B Henoymenuun BckuHyJach Jlecrana. — Koneuno,
s1 Oy/Ly OYeHb JIIOOUTH U YTHTh CBOMX OYIyIIUX POTMYEH. ..

— 310 xopoio. [TorTomy 4To HacIeAHUKOM MOEro Myxa OyeT
Bpanrapa. — YieiOka Boruuiisl crana camyio MajaocTh IIMpe, HO
3yOblI BOPYT OKa3aJIKCh 3aMETHee 1 OJIECHYJIU OCIIeTUTENTbHO-0e-
JBIM. — A OyIyIuil IpeBOANTENh KJIaHa He MOXET IMOKUHYTh



€ro U yexaTh B IOM CBOE JKEHBI.

— [a, HO... — C y’)kacoM BbIJOXHYJa JlectaHa, MoHMMas, Kakas
JIOBYILIKA BJIPYT pa3Bep3iach nepes Helo. — Mbl fyMasu, 4To OH
MJIAJIINN, ¥ OTELl. ..

— Boxaps Paccumop no3Bosmn BeIOMpath Tede, Mujasi, He Tak
m? 51 Bugena ero nuckMa K MmoeMy MyKy. OH BEpUT B TBOU BbI-
60p, ¥ THI BOJIbHA €T0 caesiaTh. TBOU Opak — /Ieno pelieHHoe, a
BOT UMl KEHHXa — HeT. XOouelllb OCTaThCsl HACJeHUIIeH U Oy-
OyIIMM BOXJieM Priceil — 1e0 TBoe. X0/IbM He OCIyIIAeTCsl OT-
11, OH MOBeAET TeOs B Xpam JIyHbI-TpapoAUTEbHUIIBL, 2 TOTOM
yener ¢ ToOOi. YBepeHa, eTH y Bac OyayT 3[0pOBbIE U Kperl-
K1e, a Kakas ellle OT Hero MOXeT ObITh MOJIb3a, MHE U MPUIyMaTh
TpyaHo. Ho noroBop o nonaep:xke TBOU OTell NOTyYHT.

[Mpomomxas yabidateest, CUrpyH BCTajia U3 Kpecna, MojpoIuia
K Jlectane u cenma psuoMm, B3sB €€ 3a pyKy. JlectaHy npoH3wi
MI'HOBEHHBIN CTpax, M TOJbKO C JETCTBA BIUTAHHBIE MpaBUJIA
MPUJINYKS HE 1T BBIIEPHYTh JIAIOHb U3 LIETKUX TOPSUUX MaJb-
LIEB, OIHAKO OHA B3/IPOTHYJIA.

— VYcnokoncs, munas, — XxMblkHyJ1a CUTPYH U MTO-XO3SIMCKU
TNoryIaiuiia ee 1o Bosnocam. — 1o TBosA Prick myraercs moeit Boin-
yniiel. Huuero, onn nozpyskarcs. § Oyay tede xopoiiei CBeKpo-
BbIO, IeBOYKa. [louepu y MeHs HeT, U Thl ee 3aMeHulIb. Hukomy
B KJIaHE IJISIHYTb Ha TeOs KOCO He MO3BOJIO0, HE TO YTO OOU/IETb.
BpaHrapa yMHbIH 1 JTJAaCKOBBIM, OH CTaHET YyJIECHbIM MYyxkeM. [To-
BEPb, s MPABIJILHO BOCIIUTAJIA ChIHA, OH OCUACTIIMBUT JIIOOYIO JIe-
BYIIIKY, €CJIM OHA OKAXETCSA JOCTOMHA 3TOro. A BJacThb. .. YTo K,



Paccumop otact HacneicTBo TBoeMy Opary, a Thl KOTia-HUOYIb
CTaHeUIb cTapiier cpeny BosKoB, :keHOM BOXK[ISI M MaTephlO Ha-
CJICTHUKOB. DTO XOpolas cyabOa, neBouka. Mel, Bomuuipl, 3Ha-
€M, KaK CTOSITh 3a TJIEYOM CBOETo MYy:ka, OBITh €r0 OMOPOM U To-
JIOCOM MYAPOCTH, IIPABUTh EI'0 PYKAMH U PyKaMU HAIlIUX ChIHO-
Beil 1 OpaTbeB.

— 41... MHe Ha/I0 ele MogyMarh, rOCHoXka, — BIOXHYJIA Jle-
CTaHa, C)kKaB MaJblibl CBOOOIHON PYKH TaK, YTO HOI'TH BOH3UJIMCh
B JaloHb. — I He Mory garb orBeT cpasy! Oten He rOBOPWII
MHE... H...

— KoHeuHo, 1eBouKa, nogymai.

CurpyH oTmycTujia ee pyKy 4 BCTajia, oTousi Ha mmar — Jle-
CTaHe cpa3y CTaJjo Jierye JblaTh.

— INocne3aBTpa HauHeTCs OOJbINAsT IpMapKa, — cKa3ajia OHa
CMIOKOMHO U OarokeareibHO. — ByayT ry/isiHbs, 0XoTa, pa3Bie-
yeHus. Thl cMOXeIlb yBUIETh 0Ooux: U Bpanrapaa, u XosibpMma.
[TprcMOTpeThesl, MPUHIOXAThCS, OIIEHUTh. .. U BeIOpaTth. 51 yBe-
peHa, Tl 00sI3aTeNIbHO BhIOEPEIIh BEPHO. A cefiuac Uy, Muias,
TeOs1 KIYT K Y)KUHY, J1a U MEHS TOXKeE.

Kugnys, Jlectana Toxe BcTasia v, €1Ba yAep:KaBIIIKCh, 9TOO HE
no100paTh MO0 U He KMHYTHCSI U3 KOMHATBI OMIPOMETHIO, 3a-
cTaBWJIa ceOs1 BHIMTH M3 KOMHATHI YMHHO U [JIABHO, KaK 1og00aeT
HacjieqHuIe U HeBecte. HacMepTs nepernyraHHou, pacTepssHHOM
1 HUYEro He MOHMMAIOIIE HEBECTeE.

% sk ok

XoNpbMy OUYeHb XOTEIOCh KOro-HUOYIb 3arpbi3Th. COMKHYTh



KJIBIKU Ha MSTKOM MONATJMBOM TOpJie, CTUCHYThb MEJJIEHHO,
YCITBIIIAB KAJIOOHBIA XPYCT, U IEPKATh, UyBCTBYSI, KaK ropsiaast
COJIeHasi KPOBb TeYeT MpsIMO B poT... OH MOMOTa rojlOBOM,
cOpacpiBasi HaBakieHUe, OTep JIAJAOHIMU BUCKH. A XOPOIIO Obl,
na. bpocuTh Bce M yiTH Ha napy Heaenb B jiec! berats B uc-
TUHHOM OOJIMKE, CIaTh Ha XBOWHBIX MOCTEJISAX MO eJTKaMHU, JIO-
BUTb, Jlypavyach, TOJICTHIX BKYCHBIX 3aHIIeB, a TO U MOCEPbe3HEe
KOTO 3aBaJUTh... ¥ [mybGokoro Jlora kabanbe ceMeicTBO BUje-
mm. Ceitdac Obl CXJIECTHYTBCS C MAaTePhIM CEKauOM B CaMblil pa3!
MoxeT, XOTb 9TO [IOMOXET?

— TbI yero?

Bpanrapn kak Bcerma Obun HaOmopateneH. M nepexuBai o
HEM KCKpPEHHE, OT 3TOro Ha Aylle ObUIO ellle MapiiBee — ax
BBITh XOTEJIOCh. TOCKJIMBO, 3710 U IPOH3UTEIILHO, YTOOBI BCAKUN
YCIIBIIABIINN TIOCTapaicsl yOpaThCs C JOPOTH.

— [ousTHO, — B3OOXHYN Opart, Kj1ajas eMy pyky Ha miedo. — C
Maryiikou ropopui? Hy mpoctu.

— Tebs1-To 32 4TO? — XMYPO CIIPOCHIT XOJIbM, JTaBsI PBYIUIACS
PHIK ¥ XkeJlaHre COPOCHTh HEMPOIIICHYIO YYaCT/IMBYIO JI/IOHb.

— Jla 3a Bce, — CHOBa B3JJ0XHYJ1 bpanrap.

Bosbion 3ai1 nmocreneHHO HaoHsAICa Boikamu, MenbKain
Y MHOTOYMCJIEHHBbIE TOCTH: K BOJBINOi OceHHel sipMapKe B ro-
PO KTO TONIbKO HU mpuexai. Measenu, Pocomaxu, Cepble Opa-
Ths-Bonku u Jlucel Bcex macreit, fjaxe napy bapcykoB yaanock
pasrsaets. Ho Xombm cedst He 0OMaHBIBaJI, B TOJIIIE OH MCKAJl
OJHY-EIMHCTBEHHYIO TOHKYIO (PUT'YPKY — 1 He Buzes. HaBepHoe,



10 cux Top ¢ rocnoxoit CurpyH Oeceyet. HasbiBath jxeHy oTIa
MaTyIIKOM y HETro 3a BCE T rOJibl TaK U HEe NMOBEPHYJICS SA3bIK. Y
Hero, XoJibMa, MaTh OblJIa OJIHA, U YK OHA-TO HE cTasa Obl MpU-
CTpauBaTh €ro B UyKU€ PYKH, CJIOBHO HEHYKHOTO IIIEHKA.

— Ioinem-ka! — Bpar pemuTenbHO MOTSAHYI €ro K UX JIIoOH-
MOMY MECTY, YKPOMHOM HUIIIE MEXJy OKHAMU B CTOPOHE OT CTO-
na. — [otonkoBatk Hazo.

PasroBapuBarh He XOTenOCb. A BOT MOCHIETb BAAIU OT
OCTaJIbHBIX M YCHOKOUTHCS — 3TO, MOXKATYH, XOPOIIasi MbICIb.
Bpanrapn nmpaB, Kak ¥ BCETAa, OCO3HAHUE ITOTO TOXE 100aBIs-
et ropeur. M3 6para BeIIET OTJIMYHBINA BOXIb! YMHBIN, 3200T-
JIMBBIA K CBOMM JofAsM. .. HeBaxkHo, yro XonbMa 31ech ykKe He
OyzieT, eMy ecTh Ha KOrO OCTaBUTh BOJIKOB.

OHU HBIPHYJIM B HUIILY, TIOJTHOCTBIO MPUKPHITYIO C OOKOB TsI-
KEJIBIMU 3aHAaBECSIMH, TOJIBKO MOCEpeiHe OcTanach Iueib. B
JIeTCTBE, KOrJa UM, MEJIKUM, ellle He MOJIOKEeHO ObLJIO eCcTh 3a
B3POCJIBIM CTOJIOM, XOJIbM U BpaH 4acTeHbKO 3[1eCh NPATATNUCH U
CHUJENU THXO, IS U Caymas. 1o ObLIO MOXOKe Ha 3acafy. ..
XonpMy, TipaB/ia, ObICTPO HaJOenallo, a BOT bpaH npeBparaics
B CIUIOIIHbIE IJ1a3a U YIIIN U KaK-TO OOPOHUII, YTO U3 Pa3rOBOPOB
3a MEJIOBYXOM U OJIEHMHOM O JieJlax KJIaHa y3Haelllb OOJIbIIie, 4eM
Ha moOoM coBete. Ha coBeTs OH, BIpodem, Toxe MpoOrpaIcs.
WctunHblii Bokak ¢ aercTBa. U, 3HauuT, Bce cripaBesivBo. . .

— Hymaerib, oHa BeIOepeT MeHs1? — B J1o0 cripocui bpanrap.

— A koro emie? — HEBOJIBHO CKPUBIJI T'YOBI B 3JI0U YJbIOKE
Xombm. — Tyt 1 k BegpMe He xoau. OHa Tak Ha TeOs1 cMoTpea. . .



3aBOpPOKEHHO, CUSIIOIIMMU TJIa3aMH CepeOpsIHOTO 1IBeTa, Kak
BOZIa B pyube B Xapkuil aeHb. JlioOboBanack ero, Xonpma, Miai-
MM OpaToOM W pa3Be YTO He OONM3BIBAIACH, HO CIIMIIKOM XO-
pol1Io s 3Toro BocnuraHa. He mMorna no3BosuTh cede mpose-
CTHU TIO HEXHBIM PO30BBIM I'yOaM OCTPBIM BJIQKHBIM SI3BIYKOM. . .
Xo0J1BbM €/1Ba HE 3aCTOHAJI OT Pa30M BCIIBIXHYBILIETO 1 ONAJIUBLIIE-
r0 U3HYTpU *kenaHus. [la 4To ke ¢ HuM Takoe TBOpUTCs! Emy
Belb HPABATCS COBCEM Jipyrue aeByliku! I'opsune, HacMenuu-
Bble, OolikMe. .. U Kenaionmx pa3aeauTb ¢ HUM MOCTeNb XBaTa-
€T, He CKa3aTh, YToObI oroiofan. Hukak He ckazarte... Ho omun
B3MJISIT B CTOPOHY HAJMEHHOW 4YyKauyKW BBIOPOCHJ U3 TOJIOBBI
BCE IJIaHbl HA CETOAHSAIIHIO HOYb. Kpome omHoro — coitu c
yma!

— Hy, noromu eme, — paccynuresbHO 0TO3BajICsA Opar, Mpu-
IJIAABIBASCH K TOMY, YTO IPOUCXOAMT B 3ajie. — OHa HacleaHU-
1a. Moxer u He 3aX0TeTh ocTarbcA y Hac. Ee roroBuim yrnpas-
natb Peicsmu, y Paccumopa npyrux aereit Het. Pa3se uro mute-
MSAHHUK. .. VIBap 31OT.

— A uto MBap? — MpauHO cripocui XOJIbM, MbITAsICh OTBJI€Yb-
cA.

— Jla cTpaHHO KaK-TO FOTOBUTH B HACJIEHULIBI IEBYIIIKY, €CIIU
ectb mapens. OH Bpoze Obl He nypak. [louemy Paccumop He Ha-
3HAYUJI HACIIEAHUKOM €ro?

— He 3Hato u 3HaTh He X0uy, — OECIIOMOIIHO OrPBI3HYIICS
XompM. — Kak Tb1 He noHnMaelb?! Yexars ¢ Hewo... Kem s tam
Oymy? IlpubmynHeiM BoskoM cpeaut KotoB? Thl MX BUjEN, TO-



cosbeTBO 3T0? JII0O6Oro mocagu Ha Bechl, Ha APYTYIO yally He
3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO 30JI0Ta HACHITIATh, TAK OHM ceOs eHAT. [Ipes-
HUI1 poJl, TOPIOCTb MPEAKaMU. .. Mbl 17151 HUX TPsI3b MO JIallaMu
— TOTO Y IVISIAM, 3aMavyKaioTCs.

— 3ps THI TaK, — B KOTOPbII yKe pa3 B3[10XHYJ bpanraps, Bbl-
TaIWJI U3 KapMaHa Cyxapb M cjioMaJ nornosjam. — Ha BoT, morpel-
34, a TO MOKAa e11e Ha cTo1 HakpoloT. C royofyxu Ha Bcex Kuaa-
€IIbCS.

W cam 3axpycres NOAPYMSIHEHHBIM B TI€UM PKAHBIM JIOMTEM
TaK CMa4HO, 4TO y XOJIbMa 3aypyaJlo B KUBOTE, a POT HAITOJIHUII-
ca cmoHou. U BpaBay Benp ¢ yrpa He kpai! Iloka onens Bo-
JIOKJIM JI0 TOpOfa, MoKa 37ech... A BpaHrapn Kak Tackai ¢ JeT-
CTBa B KapMaHax BKYCHSIIIKH JIJIsI CTAapIlIero, BEYHO 3a0bIBAIOIIE-
ro MOecTh Opara, TaK U MPOAOIIKAET 3TO JAesaTh 0 CHX IOp.

B nosHoM MoT4YaHUM OHM ChEJTM KA /IbIil CBOIO TIOJIOBUHY CY-
xaps, 1 y XoibMa HEMHOIO, CAMYyI0 MaJIOCTb [IEPECTAJIN BbITh HA
cepmie OenieHble BoKK. He n3-3a yToneHHOro rojiona, KOHEYHO,
a MPOCTO HAaKaTWJIA TUXasl M CJIeTKa BUHOBATAasl OJIaroqapHOCTh K
Bpanrapny. Hy He BuHOBaT Mutaimmii, uto rocroxa CurpyH 6e3
yMa OT €IMHCTBEHHOI'O ChIHA HACTOJIBKO, YTO TOTOBA I'OPbI CBEP-
HYTb — U BBICTEJIUTh UMU IOPOTY CBOEMY JAUTATKY. Yero y:x roBo-
PUTH O HEJTIOOMMOM TackiHKe! A BeJlb OH Obl HUKOT/IA He TTpeIal
Bpanrapna, Bcio kU3Hb NPUKPBIBAT Obl €My CIIMHY U CITyIIAJCS,
KaK MOJIOKEHO CiylIaThes Boxkaka. [1ycTh OH U cuiibHee. ..

3710 y)e ObUTM HEXOPOIIIUE MBICIU, U XOJIbM UX TOPOILIMBO
otopocu. parbscst ¢ 6paTom 3a mepBeHcTBO B poay? Her, Hu-



xoraa! Yto Ob HY TOBOPHJIM MOJIOZIbIE iep3KkKe Bosku, KOTOphIX
OH, XOJIbM, BOIUT HA OXOTY. ..

— He obuxaiicst Ha MaTh, — mornpocut BApyr bpanrap, CIOBHO
yrajiaB, Kak ¥ BCErJa, €ro MpIC/IM. — Y HEE€ HUKOIO HET, KpOMe
MeHs1 1 Haiero otia. Ho ero, cam noHumaens, BOCOUTHIBATh U
6epedb yKe TO3IHO, OCTaoCh 5. UTo moenaTh, eciii OHa Takas?
51 ee moOm0, HO Opat y MeHs1 Toxe OnuH. U 1 He X0uy, YTOOBI ThI
HajiesiaJl IyNoCTeu, Jypajiell MOXHAThIM.

— He poxpenibesi, — ycmexHysacsi XoibM, YyBCTBYsl ceOst
HEJIOBKO OT TaKOW OTKPOBEHHOCTH. — Jlyumie ckaxu, Jlecrana,
OHa... TeOe HpaBUTCS?

— Xopomuias AeBoYKa, — CO CJMIIKOM, MOXalyd, cTaparelib-
HBIM Oe3pasnmuneM oto3Basicst bpanrapa. — KpacuBasi, yMHEHb-
Kas, yutuBasi. CJlaBHOM XeHOU OyzieT, HaBepHoe. XOJIbM, Thl Ye-
ro?

OH BHUMATEJIbHO IVISIHYJI B I71a3a HEBOJIBHO MIOBEPHYBILIEMYCS
K HeMy XOJIbMYy, YKOPU3HEHHO MIOKa4yaJl FOJIOBOM.

— Kibiku cripsiub, 1ypesb. BoH, yxke oTpactars Hadasu.

— Henp-p-paBna, — TMX0 Nporopopuii XoJjbM, MbITasiCh HE CO-
pBathcs Ha pbuaHue. — 51 ceOs nep-p-pxky! A Th... Kak Tbl HE
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OH 6e3HaIe’KHO MaXHYJI PyKOMH, ISCTBUTEILHO HEe IOHUMAS,
nouemy bpanrapn tak cien. M ryx. Y BHE3anHo Jimics Hio-
xa. Begp He MOXET OH BCEpbE3 HE 3aMeuarb, YTO HACJIETHUIIE
Priceil 1oCTaTOYHO MPOCTO PSAAOM MPOUTU — M KPOBb B JKUJIAX
3aKHUIIAET, U3HYTPU MOJHUMAETCS TOMHUTEIbHBIN CJIAJKUM Kap,



a B roJIOBE Takue MbICTH... He moxeT Benp bpanrapn storo He
JyBCTBOBaTh?! A €CJM TaK... 3HAYUT, OpaT eMy BIEPBBIC B KU3-
HU JokeT? OX, Kak He XOueTcs Jaxe QyMaTh 00 3TOM, HO HaClie/I-
HUIIa Priceii — npekpacHbIil BIOOD 17151 OyayIiero Boxst Yep-
HbIX BosikoB. CAuIIIKOM MTpaBWIIbHBIN, 4TOOBI yMHUIA BpaHrapn
ee yImyCTuJ.

— Wnem, — BCKOYMJT OH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO OTIYCTWJI TYTO HaTs-
HYTYIO TETUBY, U CTpeJia COpBaIach B KOPOTKHUM CTPAILIHBIA TO-
net. — 1 mycTb oHa cama BbIOMpAeT.

— IIpsmo ceryac? — HacCMENUIMBO YTOYHWUI bpaHrapn, BMur
CTaB YY’)KUM M BbBICOKOMEPHBIM. — Jlaii IeByIlIKe XOTb MO CTOPO-
Ham orisneTbes. IloecTs ¢ Joporu, HapsiiaMu MOKpPacoBaThes. . .
Hukwmii Te1, Opatent. I mypHO#i, kak jiock B rone. He Tonkaii ee
Ha TO, O YEM CaM MOTOM MOXKAJIEEIIb.

— A Tl MeHsI He yuu! — He BblIEpKaa BCe-TaKu, COpPBaJICS
XoneM. — Ecnint oHa Tebe u B camoM Jienie Ge3pasnuyHa, yiau ¢
Jnoporu!

— Jypak! — toxe moBbicus rosioc bpanrapn, He 3a0biBas,
BITPOYEM, TOIJISI/IBIBATH, YTOO HUKTO HE TMOAOIIEN K UX YOeKH-
11y CAUIIKOM Onu3Ko. — Thl XOTh caM cHavyasia pa3depuch, Yero
TeI X0uemb! K Pricam ThI exarth He xkenaenib! Ho 31eck ocrarbes
BCe paBHO He BhIAzeT. [a, s moo6mo Mats. Ho oHa Tebs co cBery
CKUBET, U s 3T0 nmoHuMamw. $1 tebe, qQypeHs, oopa xenato. He
xouenlb K Peicam, cMotpu, npugerca k Menseasam exats. Mnu
BoBce K bapcykam. A nodka y Paccumopa cimiikom xopoiia,
9TOOBI TypaKy otaark. M XxBaTuT Ha MeHs1 3yObl CKAJTUTh — COBCEM



B cBouXx Jiecax ogu4aii! Toxe MHe, BOXKaK. ..

Ha Xonpma CIIOBHO IUIECHYNIH JIEASIHOM BOJIOW — C pa3maxy
HEJTyI0 Oa/IpIo.

OH ockanuicst Ha Opata? CJI0BHO. . . HACTOAIIMI Hepa3yMHBbIN
3Bepb? OH, CBIH BOX /51, ICTHHHBI 0OOPOTEHb, BJIA/ICIONTUI CBO-
UM BOJIKOM JIeTKO ¥ MPUBBIYHO, KaK YacThio ceOsi?

XO0JbM 3aTpsIC TOJIOBOM, pacTep JIAJAOHSMU HOIOIINE BUCKU.
Yro-To 1 BripaBay AeHb He 3aaaincs. CteiaHo-To Kak! Toraa, mo-
cne Bcrpeun ¢ CurpyH, ObIJIO HE CTBIJIHO, a cervac... bpanrapn
emy He Bpar. Oau Opatbs. JloOsmme apyr apyra Opatbsi, Kak Obl
HU MbITaNach UX pazaenuts CUrpyH.

— Jlyurie Obl MOMBUICS J1a OIEXKIY CMEHWI, — 0e3)KaJ0CTHO
no6un ero bpanrapn. — 3a neByIIKON OH yXaXuBaTh cOOpascs.
Her, ecnut THI XO4UeIIb COUTH €€ C HOT 3araxoM TpU JHS He MbI-
TOrO camiia, To Bce npaBwibHO. OHA cOMJIEeT, Thl €€ Ha TIeY0
— ¥ B JIoroBo. Jluiib Obl JeBUIly He cTOIIHMII0, oHa Korka Bee-
taky, a He Kadanuxa.

— 3aTKHHCh. .. — MPOCTOHAJ XOJIbM, U3HEMOTrasi OT CThiaa. — 51
ceiyac... BepHYCbh... A ecnu Thl... Bpanrapa... Ecnu Te1, moka
MeHs He OyJieT. ..

— MecTto psiioM npUIIEpKy, TAPENIKY MOKAPAYIIo, TeBYIIKY —
TOXe, — HACMEIIUTUBO Moo0ema ckoTuHa-Oparerl. — OTily cka-
XKy, 4TO CKOpo Oyzienib. U naBaii yxe, HAUMHAHN JymMaTh TOJIOBOM,
a He TeM, 4uTo y Tebst o XBocToM. Thl Be/ib ymMeelllb, KOrjia Hyxk-
HO, 51 3HAIO.

OH ocmoTpesicst CKBO3b 1 B 3aHABECSAX U MPUAEPKAT UX



it XonbMa. TOT BBIIIMBITHYJT U3 YOXKHUIIA U TPOOPAJICs K BbI-
XOMy W3 3aJ1a, KOPOTKO B3MOJMBIIMCh Martepu-Boruwiie, 4ToObt
He BCTpeTuTh HU JlectaHy, HU eile Koro-HuOyaw u3 Peiceit. o
HUX eMy Jiesia He ObUIO, HO He XOTeJIOCh YBUIETh B HAJJIMEHHBIX
B3IJISI]aX KOIIAKOB CBOE OTpaXkeHHe, BCTPENaHHOe, 37I0€, pacTe-
pSIHHOE.

Bonkam, monagaBImmMMcsi HaBCTpedy, OH KOPOTKO KHUBaJ,
HE3HAKOMIIaM CIEepPKaHHO KJIAHSUICS, ChIH BOXKIS JTOTKEH OBITh
yutuB. [ne-To mobmmsoctu menbkHyMa cratHasi ¢urypa Cur-
PYH B pacIIuTOM 30JI0TOM TEMHOM IUIaThe — XOJIbM OTBEPHYJICS,
CTHCHYB 3yObl, 1 IooOermnan cede, 4To OyIeT C Mauexou MpUBeT-
7vB paau Opata u otia. A JlectaHy OH Tak M He BCTPETHII, U 3TO
TOYHO OKAa3aJI0Ch K JIydIlieMy. XBaTUT TOTO, YTO OHA YKe BUJE-
JIa ero MepeKoIeHHYIo rnocje pasroBopa ¢ CurpyH poxy. Eiie u
Haryraji, HaBepHoe, JeBYOHKY. Hexopoiiio, coBceM HeXopollio.
[TpaB Bpanrapa — kak ectb aypak! Ho tenepb Bce U3MEHUTCHI.
['maBHOe — nocTapaTbest 3a0bITh, UTO CUTPYH COOMpaeTcs OTIIpa-
BUTH ero K Pricsim. Hayo moroBoputs ¢ oriiom. OH norMer, 4to
XopMy HEOOXOAUMO OCTaThCsl I0Ma, MTPOCTO HE MOXET He TO-
HATh. Benp tak?



I'maBa 3. 'ocT 1 xXo03s1eBa

Crowo JlectaHe NOKMHYTh KOMHATY rocroxu CUrpyH, Kak B
KOPHUJIOpE K HEW KMHYJIUCh JBE JIEBYILKH, OJHA — sIBHAs Borun-
11a, Ipo BTOpyIo Jlecrana HUYero He MOHsIIA, €i ObIJIO HE JI0 TO-
ro, 4TtoObl pa30MpaTh, KTO U3 MECTHBIX HACTOSIIMNA 0OOPOTEHbD,
a KTO OOBIYHBII YeJIOBEK 1071 HOKPOBUTEILCTBOM KJIaHA.

— Ckopee, rocrioxa, ckopee, — Harepedoii 3aroBOpHIIN JIeBU-
bl — B GosibimioM 3aiie Bce yke coOpasivch, JKAyT TONBKO Bac U
rocroxy Curpys!

— A oHa... — JlectaHa HeyBEpEHHO OIJISIHYJIACh HA 3aKPBITYIO
JBEPb.

— Y Hee U3 KOMHATHI Ipyrou Xo[ ecTb. TOJIBKO OH Yepes3 Kyx-
HIO, a Bac, rOCMosKa, HeJib3s1 TaK BECTH, — NMosicHuIa Bomumuiia.

Jlecrana nonumarome kusHyna. Koneyno, CUrpyH HaBepHs-
Ka 3aX04eT AaTh KyXapKaMm M MPUCIyTe NOCIEIHUE YKa3aHUsl. ..
['ocTbs eil B TakoM Jiesie OMEIIaeT, Ja ¥ HEPUIMYHO 3TO.

Oma 1111a ¢ AeByIIKaMH MO NETISIONMM CyMpPayHbIM KOPUIO-
pam, ciylasi Becelylo, HO MOYTUTENIbHYI0 OONTOBHIO. [leBuUIbI
paccKas3bIBaIN, Kak B KJIAHE JKJaJIv Mpre3/a IoHoM rocnoxu. O,
a MOJIOZION TOCTIOAIVH B CEPOM ILIaIlIe — 3T0 OpaT ToCHoxu Poi-
cu? Kakoil kpacusblid. .. I oOpyyasibHOTO OpacnieTa HeT, 3HAYuT,
HHUKOMY ellle He aaji oOeutanue? M octanbHble My)XYUHBI TOXE
xopowu! BeICOKuME, CTaTHBIE, BOJIOCHI TAKKE. . .

Tyt Bomuuua ymyapuiach Ha XOQy MeEUTaTeIbHO 3aKaTUTh



r71a3a, a ee noapyxka npeicayia. Hy na, Bonku, kak 3amerniia
Jlecrana, npeanoynTaIv CTPUYBLCA KOPOTKO, CAMOE JJIMHHOE —
o rieun. Y Priceid e MyXUuHBI OTPAIUBAINA BOJIOCHL A0 TOSI-
ca. O6bIuaii BpeMeH JIpeBHel KJIaHOBOM BpakIbl, KOT/Ia Koca To-
OexJIeHHOro BorHa Oblia styuriiM TpodeeM. Cpasy BUIHO, UTO
Yepnbie Bosku — Mo0101 KJIaH.

Oma ynpiOHyIach, 0TBeYas Ha Borpochl. [a, Bap ee Opar, HO
HE POIHOM, a JBOIOPOIHBIM. V1 HEBECTHI y HETo MOKa HET, OH BCe-
IO roji Ha3aj MPU3Bajl BHYTPEHHEro 3Bepsl. [eByIKY MOHUMAI0-
IIe KUBHYJIM: KTO K€ TIOMJIET 3aMyK 3a 0OOpOTHsI, HE JTOKa3aB-
IIeT0 CBOI0 UCTUHHOCTH? A JlecTaHy KOJIbHYJIO PUBBIYHOE yXKe
TOMUTEIbHOE OECIOKONCTBO, MOTSAHYJIO TAe-TO BHYTPU TaJKUM
CTpaxoM — 4Tto, eciu. .. OTOPOCUB APSHHYIO MBICITb YCHUIIMEM BO-
JIW, OHA TIPOJIOJIKIIIA YJIBIOATHCS U TOBOPUTH — JI0Yb BOX[IS HE
JIOJKHA TOKA3bIBaTh OECIIOKOMCTBO.

— Jlecra, BOT ThI re! — BBICKOUMIIA U3-32 OYEPEAHOIO MOBO-
pota odecriokoeHHas Kaiica. — TBou ykpameHus !

Ox, u mpasaa! Jlecrana nomrynana mycTyo MO4ky yxa. Cepb-
I'l, C KOTOPBIMM OHA HUKOIJ]Aa HE paccraBajiach, nogapok Meapa
Ha AeBATHaauaruierue! bpar e3qu 3a HUMU K MacTepaM KJa-
Ha bapcyka, 1 oTel] OTIyCTHII €ro ¢ HEOXOTOM, MOTOMY 4TO HE
umelonmi 3Beps MBap cunrancs eme noxpoctkoM. Ho Bce 060-
IIJIOCh, OpaT MpuBe3 el YyJeCcHBI TOIapoK, a BCKope U Matb-
Poick ofapuiia ero cBoei MUJIOCTBIO.

— CoBcem 3a0bui1a, — CMyIIeHHO oTo3Basiack Jlecrana. — CHs-
Jia, KOrja MbUIach, BOT H...



Ona B3s171a TsTKeTIble cepbru C J1agoHu Kaiichl, Haolymb BJe-
Jla B yXO OfIHY, IoToM Apyryio. CepeOpsiHble KOIauybd MOPIOY-
KM, YCHITTAaHHbIE KPOIIEYHBIMUA OPWIJIMAHTAMU, IIPUBBIYHO 3aKa-
yaJiuch B ymax. B miaza macrep BcTaBuil sIpKUE U3YMPY/bl, KO-
TOPBIMU KOIIIKU-CEPEXKH XUIIHO CMOTPEIN Ha MUpP BOKpYT. Jle-
CTaHe cpa3y CTaJi0 CIOKOWHee, CJIOBHO 3HAKOMas W JoOuMast
Belllb Orpajinia ee, Kak MUT WK POJHOE TUIEYO.

Kaiica B 3T0 Bpems HakMHyJ1a HA HEee U 3aCTErHYJ1a C3a/11 LieMb
C MACCUBHBIM M€JIaJIbOHOM — 3HAKOM HACJIETHUIIbI KJIaHa.

— Bor teneps coBcem npyroe Aesno, — cKkazasa yaoBIeTBOPEH-
HO Y TIOBEPHYJIACh K TEPIEIMBO OKUAAIONIMM ClTykaHKaMm. — Hy
YTO, MOIIEM IOCMOTPUM, YEM 3J€Ch HAKOPMSAT HAIlIMX MaJIEHb-
KHX TOJIOAHBIX KOTAT? YX, KaK MHE HaJ0eJ0 TOTOBUTh UM B JI0-
pore! Bpoze Ob1 Prich, a nomanot, Kak cTago KabaHOB OCEHBIO!
Byaro UM Toe Haio B 3UMY JKUP HAryJIuBaTh.

JIeBUOHKM XUXUKHYJIM U COINIACWIINCh, YTO BCE MYKUMHBI Ta-
KKe, XOTb Pbich, X0Th Bosku — uM suiib Obl IOBKYCHEE U T10-
Oopie!

Jlecrana Toke paccesiHHO YJIBIOHYJIaCh, HO €€ MBICJIY ObLITH Ja-
neko. HyxHo norosoputs ¢ MiBapom! Jlyuirie 661, KOHEYHO, C OT-
1IOM, HO TIOKA FOHell AOMYMTCS A0 Ap3UHA, TIOKA BEPHETCS C OT-
BeToM. .. Crmiikom jionro! Pemars HykHO ObIcTpee. A MOXET,
noTAHYTh BpeMsi? HUKTO He TpeOyeT OT Hee OTBeTa MPsIMO CEei-
yac. Orelr gymal, 4To oHa MPoOYAET 3/1eCh HE OIHY HeJeJIio, M0-
Ka OKOHYATEJIbHO BHIOEpET U3 JIByX IpeTeHeHToB. Ho emy B ro-
JIOBY He TIPUIILIO, 4TO BOJKM 700aBAT CBOE YCIIOBHE K JOTOBOPY.



Omna BcTpeneHysach U OTBJIEKJIACh OT pa3AyMuil, JIUIIb KO-
rJa BIEepear MOKA3AIMCh BHICOKHME, PACTIAXHYTHIE HACTEXKD JBYX-
CTBOpYaThle JBEPHU, 3a KOTOPbIMH BHJIHEJICS JEHUCTBUTEIBHO
OOJMBIION 3as. 3aMeauia Iar, cooupasch ¢ JyXoM, IIyOOKO
B310XHYyJa. CilyKaHKM CKa3ajy MpaBay, 3a JUIMHHBIM CTOJIOM,
MPOTSHYBLIIMMCSI OT OIPOMHOIO O4ara K caMoM JBEpH, yKe BCe
paccenuch, U Terepb MHOKECTBO I71a3 ObLIO YCTPEMJIEHO Ha Hee
Y €€ CITyTHMII.

Bripouem, ciyxxanku u Kaiica 31ech HIKOMY HE WHTEPECHHBI.

[MpuBeTMBas ynplOKa agach e Tak e JIETKO, KaK CIOKOW-
Hasl poBHas moxonka. B koropwiii pa3 Jlecrana moOnarogapunia
MAaTYIIKY, YYUBIIYIO €IUHCTBEHHYIO JJ0Yb-HACIIEHUILY BECTH CE-
0s1 C JOCTOMHCTBOM TJIe U Korjia yrogHo. Ml HeBaxHO, 4To cepie
BHYTPU TPEMbIXAETCs, KaK 3assYMi XBOCT, a B I1a3aX TEMHEET OT
HanpsiokeHus. Jlectana 1iia, Ciiblia eiBa yJI0OBUMbIM CTYK CBOUX
KaOJIyUyKOB B PA3JIMBIIEUCS TI0 3aJly THIIMHE, U CMOTpesia, Kak
YUY, BBICOKO, TTOBEPX TOJIOB, YTOOBI JIIOOOM IO ee OCaHKe BU-
JieJ1 — BOT UJET J0Yb BEJIMKOIO KJIaHa.

— IlpuBercTBYI0 ApParolEHHYI0 TOCThIO, — TMOIHSUICS Ha-
BCTpeuy e CUJIEBIIUI BO IJ1aBe cTojia Hemosnonou Bonk. — [Tpo-
11y pa3JesiiTh C HAMM IHILY U TEIUIO.

BpICOKMI ¥ IIMPOKOIIEYNH, OH YKE ITOCEAEN U CIIErKa OIUIBLI
B Mosice, HO JlectaHa Teneps BUeNa, B KOrO MOIUIMA CTaThio 00a
Opata. Ctapimmii Tak ¥ BOBce ObLIT KOIUe oTIia, HO y bpanrapna
YEePTHI JIUIA CMATYMIMCH MATEPUHCKOW TOHKOCTBIO.

— IIpusercrBy1o0 ciraBHOro MHreBasnbaa, Moryuyero Boxas Yep-



HbIX BOJIKOB, — 'pOMKO OTO3Bajiach OHA, TMOWMAaB J0OpOKEa-
TEJIbHBIN B3IVIA] TEMHO-Kapux Iva3 Bonka. — Mou oreny Paccn-
MOp TIOCHUTAET BallleMy KJIaHy TIOKeJIaHusI JoOpa U 3aBepeHHs B
apyxoe.

CurpyH, cunsmasi psjgoM ¢ MyxeM, yIbIOHYIach Jlecrane,
CHOBa OJIECHYB SIPKO-O€JbIMM KpPENKUMH 3yOamu. YIbIOKa y
Bomuwiiel Ob1a Ha IMBO JIacKoOBas, ToJbKo Jlecrana enBa He 3a-
IHYJ1aCh IOl BHUMATEJIbHBIM B30POM, CJIC/ISIIIIUM 32 KaXKIbIM e
nBwkeHreM. VBapa, Kak ¥ MOJIOKEHO, YCAIUIM T10 JIEBYIO PYKY
ot CurpyH, u Jlectana BriepBble Noxasnena, 4To y Bosikos, oka-
3bIBAETCS, TOKE 3HAIOT ITUKET. Jlyuinie Obl cUAeTh PsiIoM ¢ Opa-
ToM. Eli, Kak camoli 3HaTHOW TOCThe, MPeTHA3HAYAIOCh TYCTO-
BaBIIIEe MECTO PSIJIOM C XO35UHOM, a JaJIblIle. . .

[lexn JlecTansl mpenaTenbCKy 3aropenuch — y bpanrapna Obl-
JIM TaKKe ke 30JI0TUCTO-KapHe I71a3a, Kak y ero MaTepu, TOJbKO
Teruible U sicHble. OH BCTaJl M BBIIIIEN M3-32 KOPOTKON CKaMbH,
9TOOBI MPOMYCTUTH JlecTaHy, U, KOTJa OHa MoJ, B3I 1aMHU TOJTy-
cOTHM BOJIKOB ¥ MX TOCTEl MPOTHCKUBAIACH MEKIYy CKaMbel U
CTOJIOM, YyBCTBYSI ceOsl y’KacHO HEYKJTIOKel, BpaHrapn okazasncs
COBCEM OJTU3KO.

WX pykaBa COIPUKOCHYJIMCh, KOTJIa OH CeJl M TIOBEpHYJICS K
Hell, HerpOMKO ToskenaB Jooporo Bedepa. [Ipenatensckue meku
3aropeJivch elne cuiibHee, 1 JlectaHa ToJIbKO B3MOJIMIIACK TIPO Ce-
0s1 Matepu-PricH, 4T00 3TO HE 0Ka3aJI0Ch CIIMIIKOM sSIBHBIM. Ha-
OpaB 10OOJIBIIIE BO3/IyXa, OHA OTBETUJIA YTO-TO BEXKJIMBOE, €1Ba
crbIa cedsl, ¥ ¢ HEMMOBEPHBIM OOJIErYeHreM yBHU IeNa, UTo BCe,



KTO HaOJTI0/1a71 32 Hel, BEPHYJIMCh K CBOMM JieJlaM, OOpaTvB BHU-
MaHHUe Ha TApeJIKU U KyOKH.

Kaiicy Tem BpeMeHeM ycaauiu 1o Ipyryio pyky Bpanrapna,
a TocJie/IHee MECTO Ha 9TOM KOHIIE CTOJIa 3aHsUl TOT, OT OJM30-
cru Koro Jlecrane 3axoTenoch nepenepHyThCs U OTOJBUHYTHCS
HoJAJTBIIIE.

XonbM. TakoW ke MpauHbIi, KaK HEJIaBHO B KOPHUJIOPE, HO
CMEHUBIIUI ONIeKAY U MPUTIAAUBIINIA pacTpenaHHble BIaKHbIe
Bosiockl. Ceifuac Ha crapinem u3 OpaTbeB Oblia TEMHO-CUHSISI PY-
OaIlka U3 TOHKOTO CYKHa, 10 BOPOTHUKY M MaH)XeTaM pacIivi-
Tast 30JI0TOM, a CMOJIsSTHbIE TIPSI/IN JUTMHHBIX JI1s1 Bosika Bojioc oH
CKPETnJI 30JI0TbIM Y30PHBIM KOJIBIIOM U BHITJISIAET BIIOJTHE MPU-
maHoO. «J1y1s YepHoro Boika — MprImyHO, — yTOYHMJIA TIPO ceOs
Jlecrana, HO TYT e MCIPAaBUJIACh, IJISTHYB UCKOCA HA HAPSTHOTO
BpaHrapna B cBETI0-ro;ryOOM IIIeJIKe, KOTOPOro He MOCTHITUIICS
Obl gaxe 1merosib ViBap. — Kakue oHM Bce-Taku pasHBbIE. . . »

— YT0 MO3BOJIMTE BaM MPEJIOKUTD, TIPEKpacHast?

Bpanrapn, ymeiOasch, cierka CKJIOHWICS K HEll U 3aroBop-
IIAIIKMM TOHOM TIOCOBETOBAJT:

— Bot 3TuX nepenenok ¢ opexamu MaTh FOTOBHJIA cama, Io-
npoOyiiTe — He noxasieere. OJICHUHY TOMUIN B OPYCHUYHOM CO-
K€, a BOH Te MMPOXKHA — C MATUHOUN B MeJy .. .

Tomeko ceiuac Jlecrana moHsia, Kak oHa rojogHa! Kaxer-
csl, yTPO C JIETKUM 3aBTPAKOM ObLJIO LIEJTyI0 BEYHOCTh Ha3al, U. ..
OX, HET... KeJyJOK MOATBEPIU 3TO HEJOBOJIBHBIM OypUYaHUEM.
Bpanrapn, HUYEM He BHIJAB, YTO YCJIBIIIA TAKOE HENMPUINIHe,



PEIUTeTbHO COOOIIIHIT:

— Ioxanyi, syuriie BCero moHEMHOKKY.

W nipuHSICs HAMOMHSATH €€ TapesIKy HEeKHO-30JI0THIMU Tiepe-
NeJIKAMU, KYCOUKaMH PyMSIHOW OJIEHWMHBI B TEMHO-KPAaCHOM CO-
yce, TYLIEHbIMU OBOLIAMU U €IE YEM-TO YIOUTEIbHO MaxXHY-
uwmM! Jlecrana, riotasi CiOHY, TOJBKO PaloBasIaCh, YTO HUKTO
He oOpariaeT Ha Hee BHUMaHus. CripaBa BoXIb VIHTeBauIb]| pac-
cnpammBai MBapa, yem Peicu Toprytor ¢ CeBepHbiMu Jlucamu,
creBa, Tae 3a bpanrapnom cupenm Kavica 1 XosbM, OBLTO TIO-
no3putenibHo TXo. Hy, 3a moOumMyio Mogpy XKy MOXHO He 00-
SIThCSI, TOJIOAHON OHA HE OCTaHEeTCs, Jake €CJIM TUKapb XOJIbM
HE yMeeT yXaxuBarb. VIHTEpecHO, a OJieHb HE TOT JIA CaMblii?
Hey:xenu ycnienm tak 6sicTpo ipurotoButh? Ho cripammBath oHa
TOYHO HE CTaHET, He XBaTaJIo elle, YToObl bpaHrapn pemwt, Oya-
TO OHA UHTEpeCyeTCst ero OpaToMm.

Bokpyr craHoBujIoCh Bee rymHee. ['0cTi 1 Xx0351€Ba BbIXOIU-
JIM U3-32 CTOJIa U CHOBA BO3BPALAJIUCH, KTO-TO MOAXOAUI K BO-
IO, CITY’)KaHKU O 4eM-To cripaiuBaiv CUTpyH, U TOJIBKO CJieBa
Jlectana mouTH KoXel oIlyIiaga MpayHylo BSI3KYIO TUILIUHY. . .

— 51 ciplat, 4TO BHI €11l€ He TPU3BAJIU 3Beps, peKpacHasi? —
CIHOKOMHO cripocus bpaHrapsa, ymesno pa3aenaB KpyIHYIO jKape-
HYIO PHIOMHY TaK, 4TO BCE KOCTU OCTAJIMCh Ha OJTIOfE.

— Jla, 3T0 BEpHO, — HACTOPOKEHHO OTBeTUsa JlecTtaHa.

— Torja BaM ciiefyeT CXOAUTh K HalllEMY CBSIIIEHHOMY UCTOY-
HUKY. Boia B HeMm 11ienieOHast, a eciu ipuHecty aapsl, Jlyna-ITpa-
POAUTENIbHUIIA HEMPEMEHHO OAAPUT BAC MUJIOCTHIO.



Bpanrapn msrko ynsionyscs Jlecrane.

— O06s13aTeNIBHO CXOXKY, — OTBETHJIA OHA, BAPYT MIOYyBCTBOBAB,
YTO COBEPILEHHO ChITA.

Bor HM Kycouka Ooibilie checTh He cMokeT. Ml HacTpoeHue
UCTIOPTUJIOCH, XOTS ellle MUHYTY Ha3a] OHa Obla CYaCT/IMBA CH-
JeTh PSIIOM C KPaCUBBIM JIIOOE3HBIM BOJKOM, CiymiaTh, Kak OH
paccKasbIBaeT IMPo 3[EIIHUK Jiec. .. VI HyXHO Obl. . .

Omna 3amsiach, He 3Hasl, Kak NOIMPOCUTb BBIYCTUTh €€ W3-
3a crona. [lotoM, TUXO ypOHUB M3BHMHEHME, OKJIMKHY/Ia Kaiicy
Y yKa3aJsa B3IJII0OM Ha BBIXOJ M3 3aj1a. Ta MTHOBEHHO MOHSIIA,
JIOBKO BHIOpajiach cama 1 Momoria Boiiitu JlecraHe.

— Hy uro, miagmuii Bomuok tebe Musee? — moMHTEpecoBa-
Jlach MOZIpYra, CTOMJIO UM OKa3aThCsl B KOPUIOPE.

[Mocne 3ana, Xapkoro OT MHOXECTBA Tel W TOPSYHMX OO,
3[1€Ch LIapuJa MpUsATHAs NpoxJjajaa, u JlectaHa B3JOXHyJa CBO-
OoHee.

— IepecTanb, — ompocuia OHa CMYILIEHHO, TPUKJIaIbIBasI Ja-
JIOHU K ObUIAIOIMM 1iekaM. — OH Takou. ..

— O, eme kakou! — nmogxsatwia Kainca. — Ho 3Haenib, MHe
CBOETro coce/ia cTaio aaxe xajako. OH, OeqHsra, K KOHIly Beuepa
KOCOIJIa3bIM CTaHET — TaK B TBOIO CTOPOHY B3IJISIIOM TSIHETCS.

— Cocena? — He cpasy nonsuia Jlecrana. — Ax, sToro?

Ona ¢wipkHYIa, cooOpas3us, uto Kaiica ropoput o Xonbme, u
peluTesnbHO 3asaBuia: — Hy, ato ero aeno. Ilycts XoTh Han3HaH-
Ky BeiBepHeTcs! Kaiica, a Thl 3Haelb, rae 37ech. ..

— Y6opHas? 3Hato, KOHEYHO.



[loapyra cBepHy/a B KakoW-TO y3KUi npoxof, U JlecraHa mo-
crefoBasia 3a Herd. OHM ITPOLIUIY Mapy KOMHAT Y BAPYT BBILIUIN B
MaJIeHbKUU JIBOPUK, OKPYKEHHBIA CTEHAMH, HO MO OTKPbITHIM
HEOOM.

— CHapyxu? — yxxacHynach Jlecrana. — Kak e oHu 3umon?

— Hy... — nmporanyna Kaiica u xuxuknyna: — Hasepnoe, mep-
CTH MHOTO, OTMOPO3UTh HUYETO He OOSATCS.

— Kaiica! — Jlecrana Toxe npbICHyJIa.

Berepok npuHec apomarsl LIBETOB, JlecTaHa pas3iMuunia HOY-
HyI0 (priasiKy, HaBepHOE, €€ HAPOYHO 3/1€Ch MOCA VI, YTOOBI OT-
6uth 3anmax. OHa Halllla B3[VISI0M MaJleHbKOE CTPOEHUE U MY-
’KECTBEHHO 3alllarajyia Tyja, yropapuas cebsl, YTo He MOKET Bce
ObITH coBceM II0X0. ['ocroka CUTrpyH HaBepHsIKAa CTporast Xo-
351MKa U TPSA3U HE MOTEPIIHUT.

B camom jene, BHyTpu ObLI0 yKcTO, U Jlectana, ObicTpo cie-
JIaB JieJ1a U TIOIIPaBUB ILJIaThe, BHICKOUMJIA HAPYXKY, MaxHYB Kaii-
ce. Ta ckpblach B yOOpHOI, a JlectaHa oToIIa nogasblie, mo-
TOMY 4TO (PUAJIKM (PUATIKAMH, HO JIETO K€, TEIUIO. ..

BikHIOO CTeHy 3aKpbIBajl BETBIMU OTPOMHBIM CTapbli B3,
u Jlectana meuTaTesbHO MOAyMasia, Kak ObLI0 Obl CJTABHO HE BO3-
BpalllaThCsl B IIIyMHBI )KapPKUH 3aJ1,  3aJ1€3Th MOBBIIIIE U, YCTPO-
UBIIIMCH HA YIOOHOW IMIMPOKOU BETKE, TIOCUIETh, MTOTI000BATHCS
3Be3gaMu. .. Kak qoma! Ho 31echk Bee uyxkoe, 1 Hy’KHO BECTH Ce-
01, KaKk MooOaeT HaCAeHHIIE KJIaHa. ..

— Tak-Tak, a BOT M Hallla MAJIas KOILIeYKa! — pa3gajcs Bapyr
TOJIOC, M U3 BBICOKMX KYCTOB BBIIIIEJI, HA XOy MMOATATMBAs IITa-



HBI, HE3HAKOMBII OOOPOTEHbD.

Pe3kuii 3amax pa3ropssYeHHOrO U SIBHO JIaBHO HE MBITOT'O TENA
3actaBu Jlectany ckpuBuThcsi. OHa 4yTh He 3axaja Ope3rivBo
HOC, BOBMYTHUBIINCH BCEM Cpa3y: U 0OpallleHueM, U HeTIPUCTOM-
HOCTBIO TOTO, YTO YyXkaK JeJlajl B KycTax. YOopHas xe psijiom!
Ho oGopoTtens marny: Biepes, K Heid, 1 Jlectana Bapyr noHsinia,
9TO OPE3IMBOCTh — ellle He caMoe TUI0X0e 4yBCTBO. [ToTroMy uTo
el craso crpamHo. Heznakomen okazancsa Mensenem.

keksk

IToBugate otua g0 yxkuMHa XOJbM HE ycnen. Y BOXAA Oel
Oonbllie, YeM Ha OpoasueM Tice OJI0X, a B MocyieiHee BpeMsl 3a-
60T emie nodaBusock. ['opos pacter, KaxIblil rofl CTPOSITCS HO-
BbIE KBapTaJibl, MACTEPCKHE, KYIIEYECKME JIABKU U CKJaabl. To
TYT, TO TaM BCIIBIXMBAIOT CCOPbI M3-3a 3€MJIM U TOPTOBJIU, a I
BoJIKOB HACTOSIIIMI 3aKOH OIMH — CJIOBO BOX/s. BOT U mpuxo-
autces HronsBy ycneBath oscoy. CHOBa KOJIbHYJIO 3HAKOMOW
JI0CAJI0N: PsIIOM C OTLIOM B MOBCEJHEBHBIX JIE/IaX BCErAa OKa3bl-
BaeTca bpan. YMHBIN, Becelbli, yMEIOIUMI [TAPOU CII0B OCTYAUTh
CJIUIIIKOM TOpsTYMe TOJIOBBI, a IJIE HAJ0 — U KJIBIKU MOKa3aTh. ITO
IIPaBUJIBHO, YTO OTEL| UM TOPAUTCS, OAHAKO 1 XO0JbMa Y HEro
BCE pexe HAXOIUTCs JoOpoe CIIOBO, 3aTO CIIPOC C HEro, CTapie-
IO CbIHA, HO HE HACJIETHUKA, — C KaX/IbIM JIHEM CTPOXKE.

Ho passe Xonsm BuHOBaT, yto Marth-Bonmuuia He Hajgenu-
Jla ero TakuM ymoM, Kak bpanrapna? Ha cBoem mecrte OH XO-
poui! Kto Mecsil Ha3zag ¢ QI0KUHOU JPYKUHHUKOB pa3rpOMMUIT
Pa30OMHIYBIO MIANKY B TpH pa3a Oosbiie? [ymieryobl MUCKHYTh



HE ycresy, Kak XoJibM 1 ero Bosku pa3zHeciu ux JjioroBo! U seca
K 3aKary OT Tropojia Terepb TUXU U OE30IACHHI. . .

A KTO B IIPOIIJIOM TO/y JaJl YKOpOT oOHarjaeBmuM MejiBe-
asm? Ilycth 3TO M He OblIa HacTosIasl BOWHA, HO He bpaHrapn,
a XoJbM TIOBeJT 32 COOOM COTHIO CTapIIe APYKUHBI U OTCTOSLI
3emuid BONTKOB, 3aXBaueHHbBIE kKaJHBIMU COCE/ISIMU, a TIOTOM €llie
Y TIPUXBATWI CIIOPHYIO TIOJIOCY, TIEPEABUHYB I'PAHUIIBI B TIOJIb3Y
cBoero kJjaHa. [laxe oTer Toraa npusHaj, 4To 3TO ObLT HAa pe-
KOCTb y/IaUHbIIA MOXO[ !

Ho tenepr Bonku Bce yaie goroBapvBaioTcs B Criopax, Io-
Ka MeYU TOCKYIOT B HOKHAX, a KJIBIKM OCKAJMBAIOTCS TOJIBKO B
yibIOKax Aa Ha mupax. OTer| roBOPUT, YTO HA BeK XOJIbMa Jpak
ellie XBaTuT, Ha To Matb-Bonuuiia u Hajgenuia ero ropssuum Hpa-
BOM, HO B MUpHOe BpeMsi bpaH Boxi0 Kyna monesHee, a Cur-
PYH ellle HU pa3y He YITyCTUJIa Cydasi 3To Mog4YepKHyTh. Ee mo-
clymiath, Tak bpaHrapn — BoruiolieHue Bcex J1oOpoaertesneit, a
XompM — OerieHsIi 3Bepb. .. M Beap ciaymmaot! Y He 0ObsICHUIIIb,
YTO €My CaMOMY Me/IaJIbOH BOJKaKa HYKEeH, KaK MPOILIOTOAHUI
crer! ITyctb BpaHrapn OyaeTt HacJeJHUKOM, HO 3TO BeJlb HE 3Ha-
YUT, 4TO MJIaJIeMy OpaTy Hy:KHO OTaaTh Bce?

XO0JIbM 0KECTOUEHHO BOTKHYJI HOXK B KYCOK OJIEHUHBI, TaK YTO
JIe3BHE LAPAITHYJIO IO OOy, ¥ CHOBA MOKOCHUIICS B TY CTOPOHY,
OTKYJIa 3ByYaJl pa3jipaxaroliie CaMoJOBOJILHBIN royioc Opara. ['o-
CTbsl TOBOPUJIA COBCEM PEJKO, a BOT Ipoigoxa bpan mypisikan
HEMPECTaHHO, CJIOBHO OBUT C HEW OJHOTO KOIIAYbero IMJIeMEeHH.
3ap-paza cinagkopeurBasi. . .



3aro BTOPYIO AEBYIIKY U3 NOCOJILCTBA, TO JIM MIOAPYTY, TO JIA
CIIy’KaHKY, MOCAAWIN PSAJIOM C HUM, CHOBA TKHYB XOJjbMa HO-
COM, 4YTO €ro MeCTO — JIaJIeKO 3a OpaTIieBbIM XBOCTOM. PhIkeHb-
Kasi Ppich OKa3anach MaJIeHbKOM, €1Ba JIM eMy 10 TIe40, HO OO0ii-
KO ¥ C HACMEIILIMBBIMU KapuMHU 1a3amu. [1o npaBuiam Besxim-
BOCTH XOJIbM JIOJKEH OBbLT 32 HeW yXaKUBaTh, U OH YECTHO TIbI-
TaJICSI: TIOJIOKWUJI €M Ha TapesiKy BCero, 10 Yero JOTSHyJCs, Oma-
IO PYKM JJIMHHBIE, HAJIWJI CBETJIOTO CIaJJKOTO BUHA, CTAPATEJIbHO
BBICITYIIAJ, KAK Y HUX 3[IeCh UHTEpPeCHO... TobKO BOT OOTATh
C JIEBYOHKOM y HETO S3bIK HE MIOBOPAYMBAJICS, M OHA, CTPEJIbHYB
Ha HEro OCTPhIM MOHUMAIOIIMM B3[JISIOM, 3aMoIyaa, yrjeras
YIOUIEHHE C OTMEHHBIM allETUTOM.

A XomnbM 3acTaBiisi ce0s1 CMOTPETh KyJla YTOHO, TOJIBKO He
Bi1eBo! Ho Tosky ot 3Toro He ObuTO HuKakoro. Jlecrana, novp
Paccumopa, crosina y Hero nepej BHyTPEHHUM B30pPOM Tak siB-
CTBEHHO, CJIOBHO HasIBY — BOT TOJIbKO PyKY IpoTsiHu. 1 naxe rmna-
3a He HaJI0 3aKPbIBATh, YTOOBI BCIOMHHTH KaK/IYI0 MEJIOUb, Bpe-
3aBIIYIOCS B TaMsATh! X0/1bM I7I0THY BUHA. He nerkoro, 4ro Ha-
JIJT COCEJIKE, a TEMHOT'O KPEIKOoro Moia, 4to no oosva Bos-
KOB Ha MMy MO1aBaJIM TOJIbKO MyK4nuHaM. ['ycras Teprnkas Bia-
ra B ropJjio NOIUIa MSTKO, HO B JKeJTy/IKe pa3iviiach XUIKUM Or-
HeM, U XOJIbM MOCIEIIHO 3aKUHYJI CJIeIOM KYCOK oJieHUHbI. He
XBaTaJIOo eIle OMbsHETh. .. Ho Kak oTBieubcsi? Kak BBIKUHYTh U3
T'OJIOBBI, UTO CTOUT [TOBEPHYTHCS, U IOBEPX T'OJIOBbI CUASALIEH PsI-
oM Peicr BUIHO KperKoe Iiedo 1 yisioaromeecs Juino bpan-
rapaa, a Jajpliie, cpa3y 3a HUM. ..



V Hee, eQUHCTBEHHON B 3aJle, CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH. He Oelble,
KaK OTLIOBCKAsl CEJMHA, & UMEHHO cBemble. Tak yncrenimas Bo-
Ja B pyube cepeOpUTCs Ha COJTHIIE SICHBIM JTHEM, CHOBA IMPHUIILIO
emMy Ha yM. U onaTh, Kak py NepBoy BCTpede, X0labMy HEME/-
JIEHHO 3aXOTeJIOCh PACIJIECTH TOJICTYIO KOCY, OCBOOOIUTH Mpsi-
JI-CTPYUKH, 3aIyCTUTh B HUX PYKH, IJ1aJls1 U TPOTITUBASI MEXK Ty
naJibliaMH. ...

OH ellle pa3 IJIOTHYJI BUHA, [TIOYTH HE YYBCTBYS KI'y4ero BKY-
ca, ¥ OTcTaBWJI KyOOK. ['0710By XOTesoch JepKarh SICHOM, YTOOBI
Ja’ke TeHb OIbSIHEHUsl HE CTep/ia U3 MaMsATH, KaK OH BIEpBbIE
yBupen Jlecrany, 1oub Boxas Peiceid. Becero-to yrpom, a 6yaro
MOJKU3HU TIPOILIO!

Tam, y BOpOT, M0 CIIyTHUKAaM JIEBYOHKH OH TOJIBKO Ma3HYJ
B3[VISIIOM: B HUX HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO He ObL10. Bomocsl MyskunH
Y HEBBICOKOM CKYJIACTOW JIEBUIIbI TOPEIN OOBIYHOW PBICEN Pbl-
*uHoU. Vnu ppicunoi? MoxeT, naxe, ppicsubeid — X0JIbM HU-
KOTJIa He 33yMbIBJICS, KAK OHO OyeT MmpaBwiibHO. Prich 1 Phi-
cH, OOBIYHBIE UyKAKH, TPUEXABIINE K OTITY 32 TOMOIIIBIO, TIOKPO-
BUTEJILCTBOM WM colo30M. Ho aeByliika, exaBmas Blepeau Ma-
JIEHBKOT'O OTPsiia, OblJIa YEM-TO OCOOSHHBIM.

C nepBoro B3misiia XoJbM 3ariisifIeNicss Ha CTPOMHYI0, HO He
Xpynkywo ¢purypky. HeBbicokas u nagHas, cBemioBosocas Poich
JepXajach B Cejie KaK BJIMTAasA. A Kak BO3MYILEHHO CMOTpeEa
Ha XonbMa! I71a3a y Hee Toxke, Kak U BOJIOCHI, CBETUJIUCh PEY-
HBIM cepeOpom, XoIbMy Jake MOKa3aJloch Ha MUT, YTO OH UyB-
CTBYET BKYC XOJIOHOM CBEXKEU BOIBL. A TIOTOM BETEP JOHEC A0



HEro 3amnax HON Pbicu, HaZIMEHHO Mpoe3KalolIei Yepe3 BOpo-
Ta coBceM psnoM! «Matb-Bomuunna! — pactepsHHO ycnesn nogy-
MaThb XOJIbM, TIPEK/e YeM 3aXJICOHYThCS IMBHBIM apOMaTOM. —
Tak ke mpocTo He ObIBaeT. . .»

Ona naxJia TOM caMOl YUCTON BOAOH, YTONSIIONIEH KA1y He
TOJIBKO TeJla, HO ¥ 4ero-T1o OoJiee TIyOOKOro, CKPHITOTO BHYTPU
KQKJIOT0 MYXKYMHBI. A ellle — 3eJIeHbIM JIECHBIM MXOM, TaKUM
e MATKUM, KaK JOJKHBI ObITh MSITKU ee Bosiochl. U sironamu. . .
CJ0BHO eJ1a X COBCEM HE/IaBHO, U HE OT 3TOrO JIM YETKO OYep-
YeHHbIE MyXJIble TYOKU Takue po3oBble? «3eMIIsSHUKA, — C yIu-
BUBIIMM €ro CaMoro MIaJbHBIM BOCTOPIoM MogyMai XOjdbM. —
Ona naxHeT 3eMJISIHUKOU, WK 51 He Bosk, a mblib ecHas. 1
elie 4Yem-To...»

CKBO3b UHCTBIEC 3aTIaXH Jieca, BOIBI U ATOJ TPOOUBAJICS TOH-
YAl CIaJKOBAaThll apoOMaT, KOCHYBIIMICS YyTKOTO HIOXa
XobMa ¥ BMUT 3all0JIHUBIINN [IJ151 HETO Bech MUp. Bosk BHyTpu
HEro MOTSIHY/1 HOCOM U 3aMep, HE B CHJIaX OTOPBaTh B3IJIsi] OT
TIOCJIAHHUIIB! PBIChETro BOXK/I5, IOTOMY UTO IOHSUT — 3TO €€ CO0-
CTBEHHBII 3anax. M TyT ke yBujes, Kak CBETJIOBOJIOCAS U CBET-
nornazast Prick HAIMEHHO 1 CepIUTO CMOPIIIUJIA HOCHK, a ee OJu-
JKAMIIANA CITyTHUK, PBIKUUN U Kaperja3blid, TOCMOTPeNT Ha XOJb-
Ma C TUIOXO CKPbIBAEMOW Helpusi3Hblo. IHTEpecHo, moyemy?

Bripouewm, 10 uyBcTB He3HakoMmoro Kora Xonbmy He ObUIO HU-
KaKOro JieJ1a, OH TaK Y MPOAOJIKal Obl KaJHO BOMTHIBATD I71a3a-
MU 1 HIOXOM OOJIMK CBETJIeHbKOW Prick, HO nosiBuiics bpanrapn
— ¥ BCE UCHIOPTHI!



Il Bcrpeuu rocrert Opatenr mocrapaics! Ilenk, 3omoro, 3am-
ma... [Ipsmo He Bosk, a spmMapouHsiil Jienenen, OJaecTsIimui u
cnagkuii. Bpanrapa Bcernma JIOOW MPUHAPSAUTHCS, U OOBIYHO
XospMy ObLT10 Bce paBHO. OIHAKO TOT/a, Y KJISITHIX BOPOT, MOYe-
MY-TO TIPE/ICTABUIIOCH, KaK CJIABHO OBUIO ObI M3BAJISITH MJIAIIIIETO
B OJIvpKaiIIed JTyke — BOT IPSMO TaKUM HapsaHbIM. .. U Henpe-
MEHHO Ha I71a3ax y XopolieHbkoi Pricu! UToOb HEe cMOTperna Ha
Bpanrapna, kak pedeHOK Ha KOH(eTy.

['mynocth kakas... HemoHsaTHOE pazapaxeHune Ha Opara vc-
Ye3J10, CMBITOE MTHOBEHHOM BUHOW — MOJXOOHOM IMAKOCTIMBOCTH
XonpM paHblire 3a coOoit He 3amevan. Her, Bpanrapsia oH Obl 1o
3emMJIe MOBAJIST C YAOBOJIBLCTBUEM, HO KaK OOBIYHO, B UECTHOM
OpaTcKo¥ MOTacOBKE, PaJy UTPbI M yIOBOJILCTBUSA. A ceivac. ..
Oy/b OH B BOTUYbEM OOJTMKE — U IIEPCTh Obl MOTHSIACH Ha 3arPUB-
ke!

Bot Torga XosbpM M MOHsI, IOYEMY OTELl BEJIET €My HE OT-
JIy4aThCsl U3 Topoia Hafouro. JleByiika u3 HeOOJBIIOro, HO CTa-
PUHHOTO Y TOPIIOTO KJIaHA, EAMHCTBEHHAS JOYb U HACJIEIHULA —
JaKe CaMOMY TYPHOMY €XKHKY SICHO, UTO B TOCTH K BOX10 Boi-
KOB, Y KOTOPOI'O /IBa CbIHa, OHA ITpUexa’sia He npocto tak. Ho stor
BOCXUIIIEHHBIN B3IJIs1]], KOTOPbIM OHa ofapuia bpanrapaa! Hy u
3aueM UM XosbM Toraa? YtoOsl Opatel] psaoM ¢ HUM Kazajcs
elle spye, CJIOBHO PACIYCTUBIIMI XBOCT (pa3aH?

CrucHyB 3yObl M1 OTOPOCHB 3aHO30M 3aCEBIIMI B TAMSITH 00-
pas, OH HE BBIAEPKAJ, BCE-TaKM IMOCMOTpeI HasieBo! Jlectany or
HETO MOJIHOCTBIO 3aKpbIBajl bpaHrapn, HO 3peHne certuac HU4ero



He 3HaYII10. XOJIbMY HE HYKHO ObUIO UX BUJETh, YTOOBI ITpecTa-
BUTh, KaK CMEIIMBAIOTCSA JBA 3alaxa: 3HAKOMBIU JI0 MOCJIEAHUX
HOTOK — bpaHrapna v To AMBHOE ONlaroyxaHue, CBexee, CIaaKkoe,
JyPMaHHOE, KOTOPBIM €r0 Ha MUT OBeslIa CBeT/Ioa3as Prick — u
3a0paa ¢ codo. BHyTpeHHu# Bosik XoibMa He TOJBKO IEPCTh
B3JIBIOVIT, HO U KJIBIKH OCKAJTII, TIOKA eI1le TOJIBKO MPeAyTpekaa-
I011I€, HO HU3KUU PbIK YK€ PBAJICSl U3 CAMOI'0 HYTpa, Ipeaynpe-
KJas, 4to OyleT ¢ TeM, KTO 3allesl B UyXKue BIaIeHHUs.

«Hy 4ro co mHoOil TBOpuTCS, a? — O€3HAJEKHO MOILyMA
Xomem — He moxer Beap... la Het, miynoctu kakue! OHa —
Prick. BricokomepHasi, Ope3riivBasi U HaaMeHHast, Kak Bce Kor-
Ku. W, moxaityii, XOpoIio, 4To HeXkHble B3IJIsI/Ibl OHa OpocaeT Ha
Bpanrapaa — Mitaanmmii Kyia OoJIbIIe ei IOIXOIUT, OH TOXE yMe-
€T IPOUTH IO I'psA3M, HE 3aradkas jan. OH yMHBIM, KPaCHUBBI,
POXJICHHBII MPaBUTh. .. V1 BOWH OTJIMYHBII, MHE JIU HE 3HATh, €C-
7 51 caM ero yunit. OTiryHas napa Jist mo0oit aeByku. Toib-
KO He [i71s1 9Toi ! HUKTO HE MMeeT rmpaBa CMeIlMBaTh C Hel 3amnax,
DJISIZIETh TaK JeP3KO0, MPUKACAThCS, OBITh PSZIOM U 3BaTh ee 3Be-
p4... Hukro!»

Ectb pacxoresnoch OKOHYATEIbHO. XOJIBM CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY
HaJl TapeJIKOi, He 3amMeuasi HUYero BOKPYT, U BCKUHYJICS TOJb-
KO, KOTJ]a pblKeHbKasi PbICh, CUASAIIAS PsIIOM, JIOBKO BBICKOJTB3-
HyJa U3-3a crona. 3a bpaHrapnoM mesbKHY/a 3€1€Hb IJ1aThs —
Jlecrana toxe Bbixoguiia. YyTtkun ciyx Boska ynoBui neBuube
nryiykanbe. Hy, MOHATHO, 1€/10 KUTENCKoe. . .

Teneps, Korna ux He pasgessuia noapyra Jlecransl, bpanrapn



KUHYJ Ha Xo/lbMa ucnbiTyomuid B3misa. HatkHyscs Ha ero —
MPaYHO-TIPELYNPEKAAOIIMNNA — U JOCAJIMBO TOMOPIIHJICS.

— He B3mymaii HUYEro yCTpoOWTh, — CKa3ajl eMy IOUTH Oe3-
3BYUYHO OIHUMHU I'yOaMHU M TaK ke ObICTPbIM B3IVISIOM yKa3all Ha
TIOJTHBII 3aJ1 TOCTEM.

Camo co6oii, iepen aykakaMy HeJib3s1 TIOKa3aTh Jake TeHU
COMHEHHUsI, UTO CEMbsI BOX/Is He efirHa! Mor Obl U He HaIllOMM-
HAaTb... HACJIEIHUYEK. . .

XO0JIbM B OTBET pa3pakeHHO MOBEJI TUIEUOM, HO OOJIbIle HU-
Jyero ceOe He TO3BOJNIWII — W BIIpaBay He BpeMs. OIHAKO 3TO
OH TIOHUMaJI PACCyAKOM, & BHYTPEHHUI BOJIK OECHOBAJICS, PO-
csICb Ha BOJIIO U Tpedys norHatk Jlectany. OH HUYero He crienaer
IUIOXOTO, MPOCTO MpUHIoXaeTcs noomke! JInzHer HexHylo Oe-
JIYI0 KOXKY 3aIlsICThsl, [IOUYBCTBOBAB HE TOJIbKO 3amax, HO U BKYC,
TKHETCS HOCOM B OOTSIHYTHIE 3aMIIIEBBIMU IIITAHAMU KOJICHHU. . .
Bripouewm, Her, ceituac oHa B tuiatbe! U 3710 elie xyxe, moromy
9TO MATKUI Oapxat oOJsieraer ee TakK, 4To CKYJIbl CBOJUT OT JKe-
JIaHUSI TIPOBECTH TI0 HEMY JIQJIOHSIMH, IyBCTBYS KaK/IbIid U3TUO
CTPOMHOIO TeJa. ..

«XBaruT! — MPUKPUKHYJ caM Ha ceOs1 XoabM. — Thl HUYEro
o Hel He 3Haelb! [la, oHa KpacoTka. M maxHeT Tak, 4To rojioBy
caocut c ed. U. .. U ona He mns 1ebds. Ee Bcrpeuan bpanrapa!
N oHa, TOMBKO YBUJEB €ro, pacliBelia, Kak BECEHHee JEPEBO, a
Ha TeOs ¥ Torjua CMOTpena, U celvac MpooiKaeT IIsAAeTh, Kak
Ha joxuyio xa0y. Tak uro 3a0ynp U mopaayiics 3a Opata, Cibl-
100070001985



Ho papoBarbcs ero Bosik He xotesl. OH yIpsAMO XOTEN TOJIBKO
OJHOIO: NMPSAMO Celvac MOUTH IO CJIEy, TAKOMY SIBHOMY U YeT-
KOMY CJie[ly IMBHOTO apoMarta. A Haii/is ero HICTOYHHK, COOMpaJl-
sl IOMETUTDb U MPUCBOUTH, YTOO HUKTO JPYrOM Jaske Clie[ Jiarbl
PSIIOM OCTaBUTH He TIocMeJl. XOTh B UeJIOBEYECKOM OOJHKE, XOTh
B 3BepuHOM. Hukro npyron? Xospm BIPYT 3aMETWII, YTO 32 CTO-
JIOM HE XBaTaeT ellle HECKOJIbKUX rocrer. Haxmypuiics, Bcriomu-
Hasl, KTO rje cuped... TpeHrupoBaHHas MaMsTh YCIIyKJIUBO MOJ-
CyHyJIa 00pasbl, U €ro BOJIK MPEAYNPEXAAIOIIe 3apblaall.

— Ilokny nporynsiock, — THXO CKa3ajl XO0JbM, BCTaBas U3-3a
crona. — Her, Bpan, s cam. [la ycriokowicsi Thl, — J0OABWII OH,
cTapasich BBIIVISIIETh HE Oojiee MpPayHbIM, YeM OOBIYHO — a TO
BeJIb €r0 XOpolliee HACTPOEHUE HACTOPOKUT Opartia eie ObICT-
pee, 4yeMm 3710CThb. — [IpocTo BO3ayXoM mopiity.

OH CIOKOMHO BBIIIEJT U3 3aj1a, HO, OKa3aBIIMCh B KOPUIIOPE,
N00aBuUII 11Ty, JIOBS €/1Ba YJIOBUMYIO TeHb 3araxa JlectaHsl cpe-
IM COTeH APYTUX: 3HAKOMBIX U HE3HAKOMBIX OOOPOTHEH, CIyT-
JIOZIEW, BUHA U €JIpl, TOPSYEro Macya OT CBETUJIBHUKOB... Mo-
KeT ObITh, OH OIIMOAETCS U TOTOB OOJasATh BETep, CJIOBHO TITy-
MBI IIEHOK, HO JIy4Ille OH OOYAET 1ypakoM, YeM MO3BOJIHT CITy-
YUTHCS KAaKOW-HUOY/Ib rafocTu !



I'maBa. Me:xay Boakom u Mensenem

— IIpocTuTe, Mbl HE 3HAKOMBI, — cCKa3ajia JlecTaHa Kak MOKHO
CIIOKOIHEee, HO e[Ba CACPKUBASICh, YTOOBI HE KUHYThCSI HAyTEK.

Becrosnie3HO — 10roHUT. Byb OHa B MATKHUX OXOTHUYBUX 0O-
THUHKAaX, MOXHO ObLJIO ObI TIONMPOOOBATh, HO KAOIYKH, JJTUHHOE
miathe. .. A eme — Kaiica, 4to BOT-BOT BhIFAET U3 yoopHou. [la
¥ BOOOIIlE, C KAKOU cTaTh yoeraTb OT HE3HAKOMIIA, MyCTh Jaxe
u Mengens? Hy u 4dro, eciii y Pricert ¢ HUMU [1aBHSS Bpax/a,
OHU BeJIb 3/1eCh TOXE B TOCTSX, He Oyaer MeaBeib MO30pUTHCS
Ha YyXHX 3eMJISIX HEMoa0OaIMM MoBeIeHreM, BepHo? . ..
Oynet?

OH mar"yn K Heu ene pas, u JlectaHa MoHsa, 4TO MapeHb
nbsgH. He 10 TakoW cTeneHu, YToOBl IIJIOXO CTOSATh Ha HOrax, HO
B CaMyI0 OMACHYI0 Mepy: KOrja TeJso ellle CIYIIAeTcs, ropsydast
KpOBb TpeOyeT OXOTHl WJIM JIPAKH, a BOT Pa3yM... pa3yM yxe
CMWT, OH BE/lb Y MbSIHBIX BCETJa 3aChIMaeT MePBbIM — TaK YUIII
ee oTell.

— 3HauYuT, O3HAKOMUMCS, KUCKa, — 0eslo3y00 yCMeXHYJICS
Mengenpb, MeIJIEHHO, HAMIOKA3 IPOTITMBasi K HEH OTPOMHYIO py-
YUIILY.

Kakoii e oH ObUT 370poBeHHBIN! MaccuBHBIN, HO HE TOJ-
CTHII, a Bech Oyrpsimiics Myckyiaamu. CBeTias IIeJIKoBasi py-
Oarnka, 3ajMTasi Ha TPyAd BUHOM, HE CKPBIBAIA UX, & TOJIBKO
CWJIbHEE TOTUYepKuBaia, u JlectaHa mokaszanach cede Kpored-



HOU psAIOM ¢ 9TUM rurantoM. OH ke Bblille TOJIOBH Ha fBe! U
IJIEYM — KaK y... y MeaBeas, BOT uMeHHo! Y Jlecransl nepexsa-
THJIO TOPJIO OT Y:Kaca, ¥ TeNepb OHa Jake Ha MOMOIIb HE CMOIJIA
Obl 1o3Bath! OrpomHoe Teno MeiBeasi 3aCIOHUIIO CIIACHUTENb-
HBII BXOJ] BO JIBOpELl, U TENEpb yke TOUYHO HE BHIMJET HU YBEP-
HYTbCS1, HU yOEXarh. ..

— 51 Te6s1 He OOMKY, — HACMENLTMBO CKa3al OH, JKaJHO IIa-
Ps IO HEM HAIJIBIM B3MJIAIOM, Tak 4yTo JlectaHa nmoutu 4yBCTBO-
BaJla MEp3KUeE JIMIKKUE MPUKOCHOBEeHUs1. — Bee Bbl, Koriku, rop-
Ible, HOCHI 3aqipaeTe. .. A mprkMens TeOs OoKpemnye, Tak Jiac-
KOBas cra”ews, a? Hy, nomypieikaid MHe, Jlaniouka! Vx, kakas
Thl CBETJIEHbKAs1, MATOHbKAS. . .

— He cmeii. .. — Bce-Taku BeigaBmiia Jlectana, He BEpsi, YTO 3TO
IIPOMCXOIUT UMEHHO ¢ Heu. — Sl... g goub Paccumopa, Hacnen-
Huna Peiceit. TpoHenb MeH4. ..

— W uyt0? — pacxoxotaincs Bapyr Measeapb. — Koiiika aypHas,
ThI K€ CIO[Ia ITpUeXasa 3aMyX BbIXOAUTh, BepHO? VK ThI jKeHU-
XaM pacCKaxkellb, KaK B IEPBbIM KE JEHb KMHYJIACh HA 3aJHEM
JBOpE C KeM Momnao 3axkumMatbces? Kro Tede moBepur, 4To Thl He
cama MeHs# cioa no3pana? Hy nasaii, He ynpsmbcs! Pacuenyi
MEeHSI XOPOIIIEHbKO, OOHUMH, & 51 HUIKOMY HE CKaxy...

— Otcranb OT Hee! — nocibimancs Bo3MylIeHHbIM ronoc Kai-
Chl, M MOJPYKKA OKa3alach pAaoM c JlecraHou, mbITasch MpU-
KpBITh €€ co00i. — MbI — rocti Boskos. [la oHu ¢ 1081 IKypy
CITYCTSIT, €CJIU B UX JIOME. ..

Orpomuas pyka MeaBenss ¢ 0OOMaHUMBOM JIETKOCTBIO TIOHSI-



Jlack b pa3 — v Kaiica, BCKpUKHYB, OT/IeTeNa Ha TPaBy.

— Kaiica! — 3akpuyana Jlectana Bapyr mpoOMBIIUMCS TOJIO-
COM U KMHYJIACh K noapyre, Ho MenBeap nepexBaTuil ee, npu-
*KaJ K ceOe, MOTHSB, CIIOBHO KYKJTY, U TIPUXKAJICS MEP3KUM CJTIO-
HSIBBIM PTOM K €€ IIeKe PSJIOM C TyOamH.

Karnca, nepeBepHyBIINCh, BCKOUWIA Ha HOTH, OOJHOM PYKOH
nogg0upasi Mooy, a BTOPOW C:KUMAsl TOJICTBIA KOPOTKUH CYK.

— Her! — oruasinHO KpuKkHyna Jlecrana, moHnmMasi, 9to xpao-
PO, HO MaJIEHbKOW Y TOHKOM MOAIPY’KKE XBAaTHUT €lIe OIHOTO y/a-
pa, utoOsl. .. — beru! ITo3oBwu. ..

Bontouas nanuia 3axana en por, JlectaHa SIpOCTHO €€ yKy-
cuiia, 3a0BIB PO OPE3NTMBOCTh U UCCTYILIEHHO MOJISICh, YTOOBI
BOT ceiuac, MpsiMo B 3TOT MUT CyMETb IIpU3BaTh 3Bepsi. Prich ee
criacna Ob1! Kpenkue KJIbIKY, CTpaiiHble KOTTH — OHa Obl BOH3H-
Jla X BCE B HEHABUCTHOI'O Bpara, peajia ero, Kycaja, 1 1jieBarb
Ha Ope3rmBocTh! Bropas pyka Msia e rpyab — JlectaHy HUKTO
HUKorga Tam He Tporai! CTOWIO NOAYMaTh, YTO OHA OCTAHETCS C
Mengpenem HaeIMHE ellle XOTh HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHMM, TToka Kaii-
ca He BEpHeTCs C MOMOIIbIO... Ee uyTh He BBIPBAIO, KETYJOK
CKaJICS ¥ TIOJCKOYMI K CaMOMY TOpITy. . .

Mengens, 4TO-TO PSIBKHYB, YOpaul pyKy ¢ ee jumia, u Jlecrana
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA BO PTY COJIEHBIM BKYC 4yKOM KPOBH.

— Bor nackyaa... — NpOTSHYJI OH HEXOPOIIMM TOJIOCOM, He
OTITyCKasl ee BTOPOW PyKOH, HO TyT JlecTaHe nmoka3asaock, 4To Ha
HEe CBEpXY PyXHYJ BUXPb.

TsKenbId, MIOTHBIA, MOIIHBIA OPBIB BETPa, YTO BBIPBAJ €€



13 MEP3KOro Nopooust 00BATUH, HO HE OTOPOCHII, @ MSITKO TOJIK-
HYJI B CTOPOHY, MTO3BOJIUB yAepKaTbcsl Ha Horax. [loackouunBiias
Kaiica orrammia ee eje Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaros, OOHsJIA... A B
HECKOJIbKUX IlIarax nepej HUMHU Ha TpaBe Karajcsi OrPOMHbBIN
KOM, B KOTOPOM C TPYAOM YraJbplBajiCh OUYepTaHUsl JBYX Te!
Bot oH pacnasicsi — MpOTUBHUKY OKa3aJKMCh Ha HOTaXx.

OnuH — OrpOMHBIH, CTPAIIHBINA, C IPOCTHO PACKPHITHIM PTOM.
OH OBUT TaK XYTOK, 4TO y JlecTaHbl CHOBa MepexBaTUIIO JbIXa-
HUeE, roJIOC IIponasl, U OHa CTUCHYNA pyKy Kaiichl, He B cuiax HU
OexaTb, HU KpUJaTh.

Bropoii... OH ObuT HEeMHOTO HIkKe MeIBeis 1 yke B Tuieuax.
3aro ropasao ObicTpee, IOTOMY 4UTO yIaphbl, KOTOpIMUA MeaBeb
OCBITIAT BO3[yX, HU pa3y He JOCTUIIM CONepHUKA. TOT ClIOBHO
TaHLIEBaJ Mepe]] BEP3UIOi, JIETKO YKJIOHSISICh, & TOTOM PUHYJICS
BIIEpe]] — U OKazaics npsamo nepeq HuM. OT ymapa B 4ellioCcTh
MenBeb MOKAYHYJICS U TYT e MOJy4YUJT BTOPOU — HOTOM B JKU-
BOT. COrHYyJICSI, KOPOTKO U XPUIUIO PHIKHYB, a MPOTUBHUK Oec-
TIOIIAHO JOOABWII €My KYJIaKOM TIO JIMITY — yKe C JPYroil CTO-
ponbl. CHOBA PHIKHYB, TIOYTH 3aXpurieB, Measeib MoBaIWICS Ha
3eMJTI0, BCTAJ1 HA YE€TBEPEHbKHU. .. JIecTaHa yciibliana XpycT, KO-
I71a TOT, BTOPOH, THYJ MeaBens no pedpam. U eire. ..

— XBaTuT. .. — BCXJIMITHY/IA OHA, UCITYTaBIIIMCh, YTO BOT CEM-
Yac Ha ee IJia3ax IMbsSHOTO Aypaka M Mep3aBlia MPOCTO 3a0bIOT JI0
CMEPTH.

WM nycTh OH 3acmy kW1 HaKa3aHUE, HO He Takoe ke?!

— [Top-pBy... — PEIKHYJ €€ CIIACUTEb KYTKAM r0JIOCOM, B KO-



TOPOM HUYETO YesIoBeYecKOro He OblIo. — ['op-piio BHIp-pBY...
TBapp-p-pb. ..

— XBarur! — KpukHysia panoM ¢ Heu Kaiica, HO ee Toxe He
YCJIbILIAJIH.

MavsieHbKuil 1BOp BIPYT 3alOJHUIICSA LIYMOM TOJIOCOB, KTO-
TO TIOACKOYIJI, IPUHSIJICS OTTACKUBATh IOOEANTENSI OT JKEPTBHI,
¥ JIVIIb TOT/IA KYTKOE YYJOBHIIE, YTO N3OUBAJIO MOBEPKEHHOTO
Mengens, OCTAHOBUJIOCH.

— Hy xBaruT, XBaTur. .. — CHOKOMHO NMOBTOPsi1 bpanrap, npu-
JEepXKUBAs €T0 32 IJIEYH.

O06opoTeHb pa3paxkeHHO COPOCHII €r0 PYKHU U el Iiar B
CTOPOHY OT CKOpUMBLIErocsl Ha Tpase Tesa. Ha Mur oH 3amep, He
00opaumBasiCh K HUM, HO TIOXOJIOJEBIIast OT yxkaca Jlecrana yxe
3HAJIA, Yb€ JIMLO BOT-BOT YBUIUT. YepHbIE BOJIOCH!, CBA3aHHBIC B
XBOCT, HO pacTpenaBlIMecs B ipake, CUHss pyOallka, pocrT. ..

XO0/bM BCE-TaKM MOBEPHYJICS K HUM OJHUM IUIaBHBIM 3BEpH-
HBIM JIBUKEHHEM, 1 JlecTaHa CheXKUIach, Tak ObLI CTpAIIIeH CTap-
i celH BokAsA YepHbix Bonkos. I'opsmpye KyTKUM KeJIThIM
OTHEM IJ1a3a, B KOTOPBIX HUYETO HE OCTAJIOCh OT IIPEKHEN CUHE-
Bbl, UICK&KEHHOE OCKaJIEHHBIMH 3yO0amu Ju1lo. .. He nuiio — mo-
9Ty Mopza... Jlecrana HUKOrIa He OOsIach 3Bepeid, HU TUKUX,
HH CBOMX COOpaTheB B UCTUHHOM OOJIMKE, HO 3TOT MOTYy3BEpH-
HBII-TI0JTy4E€I0BEYECKMI BUJ] MCITyTall €€ 1O TEMHOTHI B [JIa3aX.

On 6bu1 cTpamHee Mensensi! TOT — NbsIHBIN, HATJIBIN, Mep3-
KU1, HO TIpM B3JIsiie Ha Hero JlecTaHe He XOTesIoCh B3JIETETh Ofl-
HUM IPBIKKOM Ha BEPILVHY BSA3a U 3aMEPETh TaM, BLICITUBIINCH



B BeTKy. Cepilie ee cTyyasio, BbIPbIBASICh U3 TPYIU, PYKU CBEJIO
CTPaHHOM CyJOPOIoM, OHa 3aMOTajla FOJIOBOM B OTBET HA HEJO-
yYMEeHHbIW B35 Bpanrapaa u OelieHslii, Bce elne 3BepUHbINA —
Xomnbma.

—T'ocnioxa Jlecrana, c Bamu Bce XOpOILIO? — TUXOHBKO M OYEHb
JJACKOBO OKJIMKHYJI ee bpanrapz.

Heckonbko mopocnieBimx BonkoB yramumm 0e3KU3HEHHO
oOmsikinee Teno Mensens, a Jlectana, He B cujlax HY OTBEPHYTh-
csl, HU MPOJOJIKATh CMOTPETh, MpoJieneTaia:

— -pa... 5 TOnbKO. .. MyCTh OH HE NOAXOIUT! — MPOPBAINCh
y Hee Bce-Taku pbigaHusl. — [loxka-a-anyicra. .. mycTh OH. ..

— OH K BaM OoJibllie He NMPUTPOHETCS, He OONTECh, — HENO-
YMEHHO cKa3as bpanrapn, Ho JlecraHa, moMOTaB IOJIOBOM, KUB-
KOM yKa3aJia Ha XO0JIbMa, CrOpOUBIIIErOCsl, HAMTPSIKEHHOTO, XHUIII-
HO OJIECTSAIIEro STHTAPHBIMU 3paYKaMHu.

— Her! OH... IlycTb OH yHJET. ..

Ona mnoaHsna pPyKy K yXy, BAPYr IMOYYBCTBOBAaB PE3KYIO
00JTb, — CepeKKHN He ObUT0. DTO OKA3aJI0Ch MOCEeTHEN Karlieu.
Jlonruit TsKebld IeHb, pa3roBop ¢ Bomuuiiei, notom nup, rjae
BCE Ha HEE€ CMOTPEJIY, IOTOM 3TO. .. OKa3aTbcs Mexk a1y Measenem
u Bonkowm, crath puYrHON apaku... OHU Be/b 32 Hee CXJIECT-
HYJIMCh, KaK JAWKHE 3BepH 3a 7o0bray! U eme mogapok Opara. ..

— Cepexky norepsja... — paculakaiachk Jlecrana, u TyT ee,
HaKoHell, 00Hs11 noadexasimii MIBap, 4To-TO THEBHO BBITOBAPH-
Bas Bonkam.

Emy paccynurensHo u aenoButo orBedan bpanrapa, Kaiica



TpeboBaia nmockopee yrectu JlectaHy B KOMHaTY, a eii ObLJIO Bce
PAaBHO, TOJILKO OYE€Hb XOJIOIHO U cTpamiHO. CTpaniHo, Kak HUKO-
I71a B JKM3HUA. A TaMsITh XKer OelIeHbId BOYUN OCKaT Ha YeJlo-
BEYECKOM JIULIE U TAKOU K€ KYTKUH B3IVIAL. . .

% %k ok

— XonbMm!

Cryk B aBepb. U cHOBa, yXke ¢ pa3IpaKxeHUEM:

— Jla BycTu MeHs, 1ypeHb!

Cyns no rosiocy, bpanrapn tepsit teprienue, u XosbsM, IOMOp-
IIMBIIKCh, 32CTABUII Ce0s1 CIION3TH C MOCTEIH, TIOIOUTH U OTKH-
HYTb 3aCOB Ha J1Bepu. Ecim Miagmemy Gpaty 4To-TO MOHA00u-
JIOCh, TOYHO HE YHJIET, IOKA HE MOJyYUT KeJaeMOe.

— Hy? Yero Te6e? — cripocun on Bpanrapaa, BcTaB Ha rmopore
TaK, YTOOBI Cpa3y CTAJIO SICHO: TAJIbIIE TPOUTH HE MOTyIUTCS.

— Jypa-a-ak... — NpUIJISIEBUIMCh K HEMY, NPOTAHYN bpan-
rapJ 4 B3JOXHYJ: — Bripouem, 310 He HOBOCTb. BOT ckaxu, Thl
3a4eM 3ToMy MeBeIo YenoCcTb CBepHYJI?

— Maso cBepHyn, — OypkHyn XomsM. — Hamo Obuto ciomarts.
W nanbl 3a00HO — 4TOO HE pacmycKall.

— W meo, — nopxsarun bpanrapa, — 4to0 He KpyTHJT TOJIOBOI,
BBICMATpUBAs 4yKUX JEBULL. XOJIbM, Thl COBCEM caypen? OH uy-
kak. Ecrm yx Tebe Tak mpumnepiio ero HocoM B 3eMITIO HATBIKATb,
HaJ10 OBUIO WJIM HA TIOSJJMHOK 3BaTh, WM OUTH MO-THXOMY. He y
BCEX HA IJ1a3ax.

— 4 xe eme u BuHOBar?! — Bo3myTwica XoiabM. — OH ee Ha-
nyran! Cxsarui. ..



CTOUJO0 TOJBKO BCIIOMHUTh — U KPOBAaBO-aJ1asi IPOCTh CHOBA
3acTeNIiIa [1a3a, TyMaHs paccyaok. Yyxkak mocMes MocArHyTh
Ha Jlectrany! Ero, Xonema, n3bpannuily! HeBaxxHo, 4to myma-
10T 00 3ToM otell, bpanrapn, CurpyH u Bce octayibHble. Jlecta-
Ha OyzieT mpuHaIexkath emy. M y)x TOUHO HUKTO He TOCMeeT He
TO YTO Jialbl K HEW MPOTAHYTh, a 1ake CJIOBOM WJIM B3LJISIOM
OCKOPOUTb. ..

OH 00/IM3HYJT BMUT TIEPECOXIINE I'yObl, C MyTaloliei ICHOCThIO
BJIPYT IIOHSB — XOPOILO, YTO bpaHrap okas3aycs B TOM IBOPHUKE.
Wuaye MeaBenp TOUHO He yiiesn Obl OTTy/IAa HA CBOMX Horax. B
JIy4IlleM Cllydae — ero Obl YHECTH BCEphe3 MOKAJIeUeHHbIM, KaK,
BIIPOYEM, U CIIYYUJIOCh, A B XYIIIIEM. ..

— OH ee HanyraJ1, — ylpsiMO IOBTOPWJI XOJIbM, IBITASICh CKU-
HYTh 3JI0€ HaBaXJeHUe, TpeOyolllee BOH3UTh KIBIKH B TOPJIO
0o0M/IUMKa, CIOMAaTh TOJICTYI0 KOPOTKYIO IIE0, a TIOTOM IIBBIP-
HYTb €0 TYIIy K HOraM TOW, Ha KOTOPYIO Mep3aBell MOIHSIT py-
Ky. — W uyTh He obecuectun! f Bumesn, Kak oHa OTOMBaJIach!

Bpanrapn 6e3Ha/ie:kHO MaXHYJ PYKOH.

— A THI Hamyrarn eie cCujibHee, — MPOU3HeC OH ¢ OeCKOHeu-
HBIM TeprieHueM. — XoJibM, oHa He Bomuuna. OHa K TakoMy He
MPUBBIKJIA, KAK Thl HE TOHUMaeIb? Bbl ee 06a Harmyraim, TOJIbKO
Mengenst 3TOro oHa OOJbIIE HE YBUIIWT, & Thl OCTAHEIIbCS 3/1ECh,
PAAOM.

— A7 — uzymmics XosibM, UICKPEHHE HE MOHUMasl, TTI0YeMY B
rojioce 1 B3rJIsAAe Opara Takoe ocyxjeHue. — S ee sammTmin! A
OHa...



fApocTh yiuia, cxJiblHYy/a, KaK BOJHA, CMEHUBILMCh TOPbKOI
00uI0¥, YTO KOMOM BcTania B ropie. OH Bens n30omn Mensens,
noTomy uTo TOT oouen Jlecrany. Kak oHa mMoria 3Toro He ro-
HaTh? JlloOasa Bonuuniia Ha ee MecTe Oblia Obl CYACTIMBA, YTO
cTaja npuarHou noeawHka! M ropamiack, 4to oOMIYMK Haka-
3aH, a MOOeAUTENb KIET ee OHOOPEHHS 1 OJIaroqapHOCTH. XOTs
OBl JTACKOBOTO CJIOBEYKA, B3MVISA. . .

— Kcraru, a rae 31o1? — MpayHo cripocusi oH bpanrapaa, u
OpaT Kak Bcerjia MOHSUT ¢ TIOTyCJIOBa.

— Ilomoit yener. Y Hero BI0OABOK K YeJIOCTH ele U pedpa
niepesioMansl. .. Thl ke MuHaelbes, Kak Jock! Heckonbko aHei
OTJIEXKHTCS, a KaK Ha HOTY BCTaHeT — yOepeTcs nofassbiie. Ero
CIYTHHMKH Y€ U3BUHUJIMCH TIEpe] OTLIOM, Yy Aouepu Paccumopa
MOTIPOCAT MpolleHus 3aBTpa. Hexoportio Beimuio, Xonbm, oTelt
JIOJITO KAaJl pasroBopa ¢ MeaseasiMu.

Ha, xpan. Y bpanrapn — XoapM 3Hall — TOXKE MHOTO Clesial
st toro. C Measensimu y YepHbix BonkoB 3p10kuil MUp, Ha-
CTOPOXEHHOE YBaKEHUE HEJIABHUX BPAroB, KOTOPBIE MOIIEIKAIN
3y0amu, BBIIPAIM IPYT Y IpyTa MO KJIOKY MIEPCTH U PELTUIU, YTO
Jpaka He MPUHECET BBIrO/bl. A BOT TOPropiisi — BrojiHe. U BbI-
XOIIUT, YTO MOCTYMOK XOJbMa CKJIOHWJI Yallly BECOB B CTOPOHY
Priceit, 3aT0 MenBeassM o4eHb He IOHPABUTCA.

— MHe )aJib, — elie MpavyHee OypKHYJT XOJIbM U TYT e YIpsi-
MO A00aBuII: — Ho 3TOT neHb MOXHATBIM CaM BUHOBAT.

[lotomy 4TO ClIy4uCh TO K€ caMoe C APYroi AEBYIIKON — He
TrOCTbEN, He HACJIeMHUIIEH BOXK I, He. .. Jlecranoi — 1 X0JIbM 1O-



cTynui Obl TOYHO TaK ke. Henb3st oOmkarh KeHIIUH, a BOT Ha-
OUTH HATTYIO TIbSIHYI0O MOPAY, PACITyCTHBIIYIO JIAmbl, 3TO CBSATOH
J0MT T000r0o MyX4rHbL. Hy 1 ylIOBONBCTBHE, YETo YK OTIHPATh-
csi. Xots 6ynb MenBenb orpessee v Mojiopyee, Ipaka MoHpaBy-
Jack Ob1 X01pMy ropaszio 6ossine. Ho Bce paBHO OH ObLT TTpaB!

— JlagHo, 3a0ynb, — XMbIKHYI bpanrapn. — Eciu Bce mpaBuiib-
HO 00epHyTh, MeBe 1 HaM ellle IOMKHBI OCTaHyTCs. [leByIIKy
€My TpOrarh He CTOWJIO. $ ¢ HUX MOJ] 3TO JEJIO e1lle Napy YCTYIOK
crpscy. Ha Bot, 6epu!

Ha naponu, npotsHytoit Bpanrapaom, OiecHysna MCKpHCTast
3Be3/1a. beno-ronybasi, pacchinamomas KpouleyHble KOJIKUE Jy-
YUKW B CBETE JIAMIIbl, BUCSILEN Y ABEPU XOJbMOBON KOMHATHI.
Cepesxka, Mopziouka peicH. .. Ta camasi, norepsinHas JlecraHoi.
XoipM TIpo Hee 3a0bL1, a Bpanrapa — OH HUKOTra HUYero He 3a-
ObiBaer!

— 3ayem? — 3710 cripocuit X0/bM, BOT Ternepb YyBCTBYs cels
JypakoM, Be[lb MOT K€ MOMCKaTh M0 3anaxy. XOTb TOT U IJIOXO
JEpKUTCS HAa MeTajule, Ho apoMat Jlectanbl OoH OBl yTOBUJI Ha
yeM yrogHo! — Tel Halen — Tol ¥ BO3Bpallail.

Bpanrapa 3akatui rasza, ciaBlIeHHO NMoMsHY1 Matb-Bomun-
Iy ¥ TYNOH KOMOK IIEPCTH, JOCTABIIUICS €My B OpaTbsi HEU3-
BECTHO 324 YTO, CHOBA 3alIsIHYJI XO0JIbMY B IJ1a3a.

— OmHa ele He CIIUT, — CKa3ajl, CTapaTejibHO BbIrOBapUBast
CJIOBA, CIIOBHO U TIPaB/a pa3roBapuBaJl C MOJHbIM OOJIBAHOM. —
[Tpupenib npsMo ceityac, oTaanb MOOPSKYIIKY, Ce/aellb I1a3-
KM, KaK y II€HOYKa, MOJI, HE XOTeJl BaC UCMyrarb, NpeKkpacHas!



XoinbM, He Oyap OpeBHOM HeoTecaHHbIM! Prick coBcem He Takue,
KaK Hallld JEBYIIKHM, C HUMHU JIACKOBO HaJ0, MATKOM JIAllOW IO
HIepPCTH. . .

— A enie XBOCTOM MOBWJIATh M Y30 MOACTaBUTh? — IOHU3UB
rojioc, npopbryast XonbMm. — He MHoro yim yectu? { HU B uem
He BuHOBar! Hy, pa3se B TOM, 4TO XOTeJ 3alIUTUTh OIHY Kpacu-
BYIO BBICOKOMEpHYI0 nypy! Xouemb — cam K Her uau! Tonbko
HEe B3JyMaii MeHs B 3TO BITyTaTh, — MOCIIEIIHO J0OaBUJI OH, 3Has,
YTO ¢ MHOroyMHoro bpaHrapia craHeTcs BHICTYIUTh YyKHUM IO-
CIaHHUKOM. — Bce, oTcrans, s cnath xouy!

TonkHyB Opara B rpyfb, TAK 4TO TOT HEBOJILHO C/I€/IaJ 1ar Ha-
3a]1, X0JIbM UCXUTPUJICS 3aXJIOMHYTh ABEPb IIPSMO NEPE €r0 HO-
coM. [Ipucnymasncsi, roOTOBbIM YC/bIIIATh B OYEPEAHON pa3, YTO
OH Jypak, HO B Kopujope 0buto Tuxo. HaBepHoe, Bpanraps pa3o-
3wiica 1 ymell. Bor u xopomo! Bot u cnagHo. ..

BepHyBiuch k nocrenu, XosabM cel Ha Hee U YCTaBUJICS KY-
J1a-TO HUYEro He BUISAIIMMU [azamu. [lepen ero BHyTpeHHUM
B30POM CTOSIJIO UCKAKEHHOE HCITYTOM JIMLO JeBYHIKU. CBeIbie
I1a3a, pacTpenaBlIMecsl MpsiIKK cepeOpsiHbIX BOJIOC... Takas
HeskHasi, Oe33amuTHasi. .. Kak oH mor ee Haryrath? Besb He xo-
teut ke! [louemy ona He nonsuia? Ilouemy mcnyrasiace ero, 3a-
IIUTHHKA, OoJbine, yeM Mensessi? Heyxenu oHa NefiCTBUTENb-
HO TaKOBa, KaK OH B cepatax opocwui bpanrapny? Her, He Mmoxer
ObiTh. U 3aBTpa OH cCHOBa MONPOOYeT ¢ Hel MOroBOPUTb, TOJb-
KO He MPUCBaMBasi YyKUX 3aCIyT, BPOJe MPEeJIOKEHHOU OpaTtomM
CEpeXKH, a YeCTHO, OT Tymu. OHa JOJKHA NOHATH, YTO XOJIbBM



yyBcTBYeT. M eciu ux 3Bepu NOTSAHYTCSA IPYT K JPYTy, Jaxe rop-
nasi Peich He CMOXET He PU3HATH, YTO 3TO 3HaK. Obemmanue To-
T0, 4TO M CYK/IEHO ObITh BMECTE.

k %k %k

[lepByio yaliKy ropsiaero TpaBsitHoro orsapa ¢ meaom Kaiica
BJIMJIA B HEe TTOYTHU CHJIOH, MTOAHECS K ry0aM 1 TO JIACKOBO YTOBa-
puBas, TO CEpANTO Ha3blBasl AypOUYKOM. JlecTaHa BhIIWIIA, CTy4a
3y0aMu 0 Kpai, 3aKyTajiach B TEIIOE OISO, CIEPHYTOE C KPo-
BaTH, U JIUIIb TOTJIA CMOIJIA YIEPKATh B pyKaX BTOPYIO MOPILHUIO.
[TuTh y)e He XOTeN0Ch, HO JIEASTHOW 03HOO He YXOIIJI, TO U AeJO0
IIPOKATBIBASACH IO TEy MEP3KOU APOXbI0. [la uTo ke 310 ¢ Hen
Takoe!

— Hy 41O ThI, COHBIMIKO?

Kaiica TpeBOXHO 3arjisiHysa eid B JIMIO, celia PAIoM, OOHSIIA
32 [JIEYU U TUXOHBKO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Moxer, Bce-Taku LieauTens no3Barb? Pa3 He momoraer. ..

— II-nomoraer. .. — ynpsamo oreeruia Jlecrana, cxxumas B Jia-
JIOHSIX TOpAYyI0 KpykKy. — He Hano uenurens. .. Ciyxu nonayr!

W eme kakue! OnHO n1eno, Korjga Bce BUAEIH, UTO IJIaThe Ha
Hell He MOPBaHO, CUHSIKOB HET, ¥ BOOOIIE OHA BCETO JIUIIb UCITY-
rajiacb. M1 coBceM apyroe, eciu 1o3earsb Jiekaps. TyT Bce MUTomM
3aJyMaloTCs, 4TO €1 Takoro caenain Measenp. 11 HanpugyMbiBa-
I0T CTOJIBKO, YTO OMpaB/bIBaThcsl MOTOM OyzeT OecnonesHo. He
NIOMOXeET Jaxe To, 4Tto JlectaHa Bce BpeMs ObUla C MOAPYTOM,
Be/Ib TIOHSITHO, YTO Ta BCEMU CHJIaMU Oy/IET €€ BHITOPaKUBATh.

— 910 13, — B3a0xHyJa Kaica, Toxke HaBepHsKa MoaymaB O



TOM ke camoM. — Huuero, ceituac eliie momnbeliib ¥ COrpeelbesl.
A HalmmMM JparoleHHbIM X03si€BaM-Bosikam g 3aBTpa MHOTO 4ero
MHTEPECHOTO CKaxy!

I'maza y Kaiicel cepauto cBepkanu, u Oyab noapyra B UCTUH-
HOM OOJIMKe, cefiuac TONopInuiIa Obl KaX/Iylo IEPCTUHKY, a KH-
CTOUYKH Ha yIIaX PacIyIIvwIniCh Obl. JlecTaHa HEBOJIBHO YIIBIOHY-
Jlach, MpeJICTaBUB, Kak MasieHbkas Kaiica, 3aipaB rojioBy, oT4u-
THIBAET 3[JOPOBEHHBIX BOJIKOB, U MOBEpUJIA, UTO TEM B CAMOM J€-
ne nocranercs. Kaiica, oHa Takasi, yMeeT HachllaTh KOJMIOUEK MOjL
XBOCT.

— He Hazio, — TMX0 nonpocuiia oHa. — OHu He BUHOBaThI. Be3ne
MOET HAUTUCh MEp3aBell.

— CnenuTh HaIO 32 TAKUMHU YyAMIIAMH, — XMYpPO CKazala
Kaiica, — JlagHo, uto Bce obonutock. Ecm 6b1 He TBOM Bomiok. . .

— OH He Moii! — BckuHyJ1ach JlectaHa, efja cooOpa3uB, O KOM
roBopuT nogpyra. — C yero Tbl B3si1a?

— Hy He TBO#, Tak He TBOW, — nornaguia ee Kaiica no ronose,
Kak peOeHka. — Jlecra, muiasi, a eciu Obl OH XOTh Ha HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT omno3aan? [pyrue-to npubexanu yxe Ha myMm. U ecnu
Obl OTOMBaTH TeOSI HE KMHYJIC. . .

— He nanomunaii, — noexuiach Jlectana.

Ha, Hexoporo BhIILIO. X0MbMa OHa obuaena 3ps. U ¢ dgero
Tak ucnyranack? Hy, o6oporenb. Hy, yBuena oHa ero Ha Io-
JIOBMHE IIpeBpailieHus1. Jloma CKOIbKO pa3 3T0 BUAENA — U AaXKe
He aymauia nyrarbes. [IpaBna, Tonpko y otia, Matymku u Msa-
pa. Ila eme y Kaiicel, HO 310 He B cuet: Kaiica B 3BepuHOM 00-



JIMKEe HEBO3MOXKHO XOPOIIIEHbKasl, €e He OOSAThCS XOUeTcs], a 3a-
TUCKaTb. MOXeT, Bce Aeso B TOM, YTO K Boskam oHa mpocTto He
npuBbIkiaa? M B ApocTH, 4TO 3Bydasa B ronoce Xonpma? OHa
Be/Ib 1 IIPaB/ia NoBepuJIa, uto Bosk yObeT ee oOuqurKa. 3arpbl-
3eT npsiMo Tam. U 3arpei3 Obl, He BMelaricss bpanrap!

O, tenepp oHa noHnmana CUrpyH, KOTopast Ha3blBaJla IaChIH-
ka yynosuiem. Enie HemHOro — u XoiabM TOYHO ITPEBPATUIICS
Obl OKOHYATEJIbHO, 4 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO HE OH BJIaJieeT UCTUHHBIM
OOJIMKOM CBOETro 3Bepsi, a 3Bepb — uM. Kak Tonmpko y Bpanrap-
Ja XBaTWJIO XpabpocTu ero orTackuBarh! Benpb 3Bepb 3a0bBaeT
MIOYTH BCE, YTO CBA3BIBAET €TI0 C YEJOBEYECKUM MUPOM, TOJIBKO
OTIBITHBIE U XOPOIIIO BIAEIoN1e OO0 0OOPOTHHU MO TY CTOPO-
HY NpeBpallleHNs IOMHST, KTO OHM, Y3HAIOT POAHBIX U JAPY3EH.
A yX B IpOCTH. ..

Ona onATh NOeXWIach, OTIIMIIA YK€ OCTBIBAIOLIETO OTBApa, U
TYT B IBEpPb IIOCTYYaJIH.

— Hapnetoch, 3170 KTO-TO U3 X0351€B, — XMIIHO MPUIILYPUIACh
Kaiica. — ¥ MeHs kak pa3 noaxopsiiee HacTpoeHue !

Ho B aBeps 3amianya MiBap, a oTOM U BoLIE, TPEBOXHO IJIS-
I Ha Jlecrany.

— Kak Tb1, cecTpenka?

OH npucesr Ha Kpall KpOBaTH C JAPYr'OM CTOPOHBI, MOIJIA NI
Jlecrany no rjievy, ¥ OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OKPYKEHA TETLIOM
CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— S roBopuit ¢ BoxkaeM, — ckazai MBap. — OH npuHec nu3BuHe-
HuA. I Measenn Toxe MPOCUJIM NEPeNaTh, YTO COXKAICIOT. ITO



MJIQIIINNA TUIEMSIHHUK UX BOX[Isl, OH BIIEPBbIE BbleXaJl 3a Mpeae-
JIbl 3eMeJIb KJIaHa. BRI JIMIIHEro, nmoTepsil rojloBy OT TBOEU
KPaCOTHI. . .

— Jlyuriie Obl OH KOe-4TO JPYyroe noTepsil, — CEPAUTO BCTaBUIIA
Kaiica, 3abupas y Jlecransl onycreBinyto vamiky. — M BooOiie
aoma octaBuiI. MOXeT, TOrja rojioBo Aymal Obl, a He 9TUM Koe-
yeM. Hazeloch, OH yener, Kak TOJIbKO CMOKET?

— Vener, — kuBHyn VIBap 1 100aBUI 4yTh U3MEHUBIIUMCS TO-
HoM: — Jlecta, HO TeOe Toxke HyKHO ObITh OcTOopokHee. [To TBo-
eMy TMOBE/IHUIO CYIsAT 000 Bcex Pricsx.

—Yro?

CHavasia OHa He ToBepwua CBOMM Yyiiam: Kak VBap BooO-
1ie Mor cka3ath nopooHoe? [Torom efBa He pa303/mMiIach, HO Ha
37I0CTh CHJI YK€ He OBUIO, /1a U IB€ YaIlIK{ YCIOKAMBAIOIIETo OT-
Bapa CleJai CBOe [eJo, JlecTaHa cMOIvIa TOJIBKO M3yMJIEHHO
BbIJJOXHYTb:

— 9T0 s, NO-TBOEMY, BUHOBaTa?

— WBap, na o1 pexHyica! — paBkHyna Kaiica, ynepes pyku B
O0Ka M 3710 Ha Hero ycraBuBHIMCh. — C 1yda ronaoBoi HEaBHO
He magan? A moxoxe! Ham uto, 1o yOopHO# Ha/io ObLJIO UATH C
oxpaHoi? Ml B roctsx wim rie? Kak y TeOst I3bIK IoBOpavrBa-
erca ynpekarsb Jlecrany? OHa storo Mensens B 1iasa He BUze-
JIa, TIOKa OH OTKyJa-To He Bblie3! lymaii, uto roopuiib! A TO
MIOJTy4aeTcsl, 4YTO 3TO HE OH BUHOBAT, & Mbl?

— Tuxo-tuxo... — IBap npumupsioliie moaHsu1 JiaaoHb. — Kai-
ca, He kpuun! Hudero Takoro s ckazare He xotein. Jlecra, mpo-



cru. {1 Benp Toxke 3a Tedst ucnyrasnicsi. Hy nmpoctu, cecTpeHka. ..

OH nomtaaui ee 1o rojoBe, 3alpaBuil Ipsib PaCIUIETEHHBIX
BOJIOC 32 YXO M PAaCTEPSIHHO CIPOCHJI:

— A e cepexku? OHM TeOe pa3OHpPaBUIIKCH?

—Iorepsna onny, — OypkHyna Kaiica, craBs yamiky Ha CTOJI. —
Tl 5xe Tam ObUI, HE CITBIITIAN?

— 4 Bemo nouckare, — HaxMypuiics Bap.

Jlecrana BricBOOOIMIIA PYKY U3 OJIEs11A, IIEJIKHYJIA 3aCTEKKOM
OCTABIIIEHCS CEPbIU U C TPYCThI0 IOCMOTpEJIa Ha KOIIAYbI0 MOP-
JOYKY.

— Ilotom Hazeny, — ckaszasia oHa BUHOBarTo. — He HOCUTD xe
6e3 mapbl. A eciiv BTopasi He HalIeTcs1, BEJIO U3 3TOM KYJIOH Clie-
narte. Karica, BO3bMH.

U noka nozipyra 6epexHo youpasia IparoreHHyIo CEpexKy B
HIKaTYJKY Ha CTOJIe, TOBEpHYIach K VBapy.

— [loroBopuTs Hano, Oparell.

— Ceitvac? — VIBap ynuBIIEHHO TTPUTIOAHSIT OPOBY U BAPYT Ha-
cropoxuics: — Jlecra... 4To-To Ciryunnocs? 10T MenBens. ..

— Hdypak! — obuzenace Jlecrana. — MBap, Tel TOUHO ¢ ayda
yhaj ¥ He Ha Jialbl Ipu3eMiIniIcs, a rosiopod. Her, ato npyroe.
Kaiica, He yxoau! — OKJIMKHYJIA OHA COOPABIIYIOCS OCTABUTh X
BJBOEM NOAPYry. — MHe coBeT HyxkeH. OueHs. . .

PacckasbiBath 0 npeoxeHnr CUrpyH OKa3aloch HEOKHIaH-
HO CJIOKHO. JlectaHa axe 3aKkMypuiiach B CaMOM HENIPUSATHOM
MecTe, Korga oObsCHsIIa, 4To BIOOpa Boruuiia eii Ha caMoM fie-
ne He jana. He moxer oHa Bcepbes npeyiokuThb Jlectane BoIMTH



3a XonbMa! Ho u ocrarbest y BoskoB skeHoit bpanrapna — ato
TOXkE HE BBIXOJ.

— Bot cyka xurpas! — co 351eiM o00peHreM oto3Baach Kaii-
ca. — Bce nmponymana! Jlecra, munas, ycriokorcsl. BoiBepHemcs
KaK-HHOY/Ib !

WBap momua, u, DIsi/isl HA ero XMypoe 03a004YeHHOe JIUTIO,
Jlecrana nokayasa rojoBou.

—Yro Tyt npuaymaein, Kaiica? — ¢ THXUM OTYassHUEM CIIPO-
cuia oHa. — Jlydiie B OMyT ¢ KaMHEM Ha Iliee, YeM 3aMyxk 3a
XompMa. OH... g ero 6010ch, noHumaelb? OH TOJIBKO INIAHET —
y MeHs1 Mypaniku 6eryT u yiu nprkumaiorcsi! OH. .. 3Bepb!

— Tak MblI Bce 3BepH, — paccyauTesbHO ckazania Kaiica. — Ilo-
nymaeiiib! Hy magHo-1aqHO, yerokoiics, jJanoJdka. 3a XojibMa Thl
HE XOuellb, 51 MOHsa. A 3a bpanrapna?

Jlecrana crienuiia riepeji COOO# COrpeBINMecs] HAKOHEII-TO Jia-
JIOHU U KUBHYA.

— 3a Hero — 1a! — BBIJOXHYJIA OHA, YMOJISIOIIE TOCMOTPEB Ha
Kaiicy, HO mogpyra, yCHUB, UTO JIEJI0 CEPbE3HO, TaXkKE HE TyMaJla
HACMEIIIHUYATh.

— Ho He ocraBatbcs ke TeOe 37ech, — MPOTsHY/IA OHA 3a/1yM-
yrBO. — CIIUIIKOM KupHO 3TMM Bonkam Oyzet. MBap, a Thl 4tO
mMomunis? Kto y Hac Tyt coBeTHuK Jlectanbr?!

— 4 nymaio, — orpbizHyscs MBap u ycrano norep najabliamu
BUCKU. — JlecTa, Kak mosaraenib, OHa HE U3MEHUT CBOETO MHe-
HUs?

Jlectana oOpedeHHO MoKayasia roJI0BOM.



— Mosxer, nocBararb Bonkam Jpyryio HeBeCTy? — HEYBEpPEHHO
npeIoKUT OH. — Jloub KOro-HuOY/Ib U3 COBETHUKOB OTIIA. .. [la
HET, Terepb ITO MOKaKeTcss ocKopOyieHneM. Panbliie Hao ObLIO,
HO KTO 3Hau1?

— Panpiie ycoBust Obutu ipyrue, — u3My4eHHO ckasana Jle-
CTaHa, B CAMOM JieJie He BU/Isl HUKAKOTO BbIXo/a. — Bosku oberma-
JIM OTAATh ChIHA BOXK/(s1 HaM. TOJTBKO 51 BUJIENa T€ TUChbMa, TaM TaK
BCE COCTaBJIEHO, YTO He NojiKonarbcs. 1o CUrpyH, NOKJIACTHCS
Mory! A eciii OTKa3arbCs, OHU. .. [IPOCTO HE MOAMMIILYT JI0TOBOP.
Sl He Mory BepHyThCSI O3 0roBopa! DTOT COI03 HaAM ropaszio
HYyXXHee, 4eM uM!

— IIpuaymaem uTo-HUOYAB!

WBap nonHsuicA ¢ nocresnu, B3NIAHY Ha JlectaHy ¢ KaJlOCThIO
Y YPOHWIL:

— Cmn, cectpenka, Bce Oyaer xopomo. Jla momoxer Matb-
Pbicb HaM ¢ BEPHBIM pEILIEHUEM.

Korna on Bbien, Jlecrana oOHsiIa KOJIEH!, YKPHITBIE TTOK PbI-
BAJIOM, OMYCTHJIa HA HUX MOA00pOIoK. Beck 3TOT GEeCKOHEUHBIH
JIeHb HAaBAJIWJICS HA HEE CBUHIIOBOU TSKECThIO. YTPEHHUE BCTpe-
4u, pa3roBop ¢ CUrpyH, up U Bce, YTO ObUIO MOTOM. .. CJIOBHO
yTpoM B BopoTa Bomubero ropoauiia Bbexajia COBCEM Jpyras
Jlecrana! I'opnas u cMmenas HacineIHULIA BOXK/s, 3HAIOMIAS, YTO
€e JIopora npsiMo M YeCTHO BEJIET K BBINIOJHEHMIO J0Jra. A Te-
1epb BCE TaK CJI0XHO!

— 41 He cripaBIIOCh, — BCXJIMIIHYJIA OHA, NpsAYa JuLo. — S nox-
Bey otia, Kaiica! Mens mocianm, 4toObl ciactu Priceid, a s ux



yxe onozopuia! Henp3st Obi10 noBomuth ¢ Mensenem 1o apa-
ku... VBap mpaB, 310 u3-3a MeHs! $1 nomkHa OblIa OIyMAaTh,
YTO HEeJIb351 XOAUTh [0 HE3HAKOMOMY MECTY TOJIbKO BlBoeM. U
CurpyH. .. [louemy 51 He cMoriia ee ocaguTh? [louemy He Haluia
HyxHble croBa? Oterr Ob1 cmor! [laxke MBap Obl cMor, HaBepHOE,
OH YMHBIA U OCTOPOXKHBIN. A ... S HE CIIPaBUJIACh. ..

Oma pej1aia B3axJjie0, BBITUIAKMBast 3aM03JaJTbIA CTPax U yHU-
3UTEJbHYIO CJ1A00CTh. UTO TOJIKY C IETCTBA YUUThCSI TPABUTD, €C-
JIM TIPY TIEPBOM CTOJIKHOBEHHMHU C TPyOOH CHIION BCE TBOE yMe-
HUE JIOTOBAPUBATHCSI HUYEro He 3HauuT? Eciii B 3TOM AUKOM MHU-
pe To-TIpeskHeMY pEIlaloT He CJIOBA, a KPernKue KyJlaku, 3yObl U
cranb? Eciiu HeueM OTBETUTD Ha UyXKYI0 XUTPOCTh, & JOMA KIYT,
YTO THI OITPAB/AEIIIb BO3JIOKEHHBIE HA TeOs1 HAJIe K JIbl M BEpHEIITb-
Cs C TOMOUIBIO. . .

Xonpm wiu bpanrapa? K Bpanrapay Tsaxynuck u pasym ee,
u ayma. OH yMHBIN, KpacUBBIA, XpaOpbiid... OH OyIeT OTand-
HBIM KOHCOPTOM, KOTJ]a OHA CTaHEeT MpaBuTeibHuIeN KiaHa! Ho
OCTaTbCsA pagy HEroO B 3TOM XKyTKoM BomubeMm ropoae? I'ne ona
YyKasl 1 HUKOIJ|A He CTaHeT CBOei, 4To Obl HU roBopmia Cur-
pyH? A momymath 0 Opake ¢ XoapMOM BOBCe HEBO3MOXHO! CH-
Hernasbii Bosk myraer ee /10 Ipoku v OTBpailieHus. byap oHa
HACTOSIIIEN PBICHIO, IUTIea Obl U CKAJIMJIACH TIPU OJIHOM BOCTIO-
MUHAHUH, HE TOBOPS YK O B3MIsAAE Ha Hero. M mo3BoyMTh eMy
XOTsI Obl IPUKOCHYTHCSI?!

— Jloxuch-Ka Thl CHaTh, MYILIUCTast MOSI, — PEIMTEIBHO CKa3a-
na Kawuca, nonpasiisisi ee nokpeiBasio. — Jlapait-naBau. [loMHMIIIb,



Kak marymika ropopuia? «Houb 3a00Thl pa3roHSIET, CHIIBI IIE/-
po npudaBiseT. YTpoM Mpodb OHA YHIET U AypHOe 3a0eper. ..»
Cru, 3aBTpa Oyaem nymarth!

Jlecrana nmocnyiHo onycTuiiach Ha MOAYIIIKY, 3aKpblia I71a3a,
TIOBTOPSISE HEXUTPYIO KOJIBIOEbHYI0, KOTOPOW MaTyIlKa OaloKa-
Ja u ee, u ocuporeBulylo Kaiicy, craBuryio Jlecrane iydien no-
apyro. CoH HaBaJIWICS TEIUION AYIIHOU NEJIEHOM, KaK MEXOBOE
ogesuo. Inu Kak 4be-To ;KMBOE TEIUIO, YKPBIBIIEE €€ C OJIOBBI
70 HOT. MSITKOE, € TYCThIM KOPOTKMM MEXOM, TIaXHYyIllee 3HaKO-
MO 1 BOCXUTHUTENBHO. .. Ho 4TO 3TO 3a 3amax, oHa Tak 1 He CMOT-
J1a TIOHSITh, XOTSI €d XBAaTHJIO OTHOTO B/IOXA, YTOOBI YCIIOKOMTHCS
¥ TIOYYBCTBOBATh CeOs1 COBEPILIEHHO 3alTUIEHHON U JIIOOMMOIA.



I'naBa 5. Uyxkue pazroBopsbl

Y1po nnsa Xonbma Havasioch ¢ apaku. [IpaBna, uyxkoi. He
yCTIeJl OH BBIATHA BO BHYTPEHHHI JBOP, YTOOBI Pa3sMsAThCS Iie-
pell 3aBTPaKOM, KaK €/1Ba HE CIOTKHYJICS O JBYX KaTaloIUXCS
no yrontaHHou 3emJiie Bonkos. [lpurnsnencs, xmbikHya. Boin-
KM OKa3aJIMCh U3 MJIQJILIEN IPYKUHbI, HOBUYKH, XOJIbM B35 UX
TOJIbKO TOM BecHOW. Kpernkue napHu, 1 ¢ opy:KMeM XOPOIIIU, HO
roJyioBbl ropsture. Kyna ropsiuee, 4em y Hero caMoro, a 310 0 4eM-
TO TOBOPMUT.

[Monoiins k 60uke ¢ BOAOM, MPELyCMOTPUTENIBHO MOCTABJIEH-
HOM y CTeHBI, OH HaOpaJs BeJpo, BEPHYJICS K ApauyyHaM U BbIILIeC-
HYJI €ro pa3oM Ha 000MX. YXMBUIbHYJICS, CITyIIasi OpaHb, a NOTOM
Bonku BcTanmm ¢ 3eMii, MOKpbIE, B3bEPOLLEHHBIE U 3710 CMOTPS-
mue ucnoyioObs. Ternepp yxe Ha Hero, a He OJUH Ha APYroro.
ITO XOPOLIO. .. 3HAYUT, HE BCEPbE3 APATIHCH.

— 3a 4TOo rphI3eTech? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS XOJIbM, OYATO He
3aMeyvasi CKaBIIMXCS KYJIAKOB M Cy3MBIIMXCA M1a3. — [loBoxa X0Th
TTOCTOWHBIN ?

— Harmte neno, — 6ypKHY/I MpauHbIid, Kak Tpo3oBas Ty4a, Po-
TBOJII, yTUPasi KPOBb M3 pa3OMTOro HOCA.

— Camu pazbepemcs, — noaaep:kai ero Jleis, y Koroporo Ha
CKYJIe CTPEMUTEJIbHO Ha0yXaJl KPOBOIOJTEK.

— Bamm imuHble /1e1a KOHYWINCh TaM, Ije Hadalach JpyKH-
Ha! — ppIKHY XombM. — Bam, mieHkam gypHbIM, B OO BMecTe



xonuTb. OCTaHeTCsl TAKOE BOT JIEJIO HE PELLIEHHBIM, a TOTOM JIPYT
JIpyry CMHY AOBEepUTh He cMmoxete. [locnennui pa3 cripaiu-
Bal0, 3a YTO rpbI3Hs? Eciu mpuurHa cTosias, 30BUTE OIUH JIpY-
r'Oro B KPyr, HO KaK IOJIOKEHO. A €CJIM ITPOCTO JIambl YEIyTCs U
MOpAa KyJaka IpOCHUT, 1 BaM 3TO U Tak ycrpow. Hy?

Enie HeCKOIBKO MTHOBEHHMI OHU MPOAEPKATIUCH, IIOTOM OT-
BEJIM B3IJIsA]l, HE pelasch OPOCUTh BbI30B. POrBOJIT OCTOPOXHO
MOTPOTaJl PaCIyXIINi HOC, HAJIMBAIOIIUIICS CUHEBOM, JIeWB 4y Th
BMHOBATO MOKOCHUJICS B Ty CTOPOHY.

— Jla He Gepu B roJIOBY, BOXaK, — HEJIOBKO cKa3asl OH. — Hu-
Yero Takoro. .. M3-3a JeBYOHKM CLIETIUIUCh. DTOH. .. Pricu. ..

— U3-3a koro?! — ycnpimman XoibpM cOOCTBEHHBII To10c OyATO
CO CTOPOHBI.

Yro-TO Takoe, BUAHO, MPOCTYIUJIO y HETO Ha JIMIIE, TOTOMY
4to 06a Boska risiHy/IM HeJIOyMeHHO U OTaCjIuBO.

— M3-3a Pricu, — noareepaun Porsomna. — Hy, Toit, 4ro ¢ Ha-
cnegaunent npuexana. [lompyxka ee, ManeHbKkasi Takast! Pbi-bI-
pDKasl. ..

U mMeuTatenbHO pacIuIblICS B YJIBIOKE, IIIMBITasi OKPOBABJICH-
HBIM CU3bIM HOCOM.

[Monpyxka? Tak onu He o Jlecrane?! OH coBceM 3a0bL1, UYTO
B [IOCOJIbCTBE OHA HE €JUHCTBEHHAs AEBYIIKA. TouHee, 1axe He
MOyMaJl, 4YTO MOXHO 3aMETUTh KOro-To Apyroro! Xonbm riry0o-
KO BJOXHYJI IPOXJIaJHBI YTPEHHUI BO3[yX U BBIAOXHYI, YCIIO-
KauBasch. A ellle napHew aypakamu mpo cedst HazBasl. CTOMIO
co00pa3uTh, YTO BPSJI JIM OHM MOCMEIOT JIa)ke HOCOM TIOBECTU



B CTOPOHY HacJeHUIIbl KjaHa. YTo XK, €CclM 3TU JBOE pellu-
JIY IPUYAAPUTh 32 pblkeHbKOU Phichio, MaTh-Bonmuuniia um B no-
mortb! Ho Haio mpucMoTpeTh, 4TOObl OCTOPOXKHEE YXaKUBAIH.
[locne Bueparixero.

— Jlamel ipu ceGe nepxuTe, — XMypO Mpeaynpeat oH. — A
TO TIOOOPBIBaI0. PHICH U Tak JIyMaloT, 4TO MBI TYT BCE JIUKUE, HE
3HaeM, KaKOU CTOPOHOM IIKYpy Ha ce0s HajeTh. Tak 4To He Io-
30pbTECh, BEXKJIMBO YXa)KUBAUTE.

— a kyna BexuinBee! — XMbIKHYJ JIeiB, Ha 171a3ax Becesesl. —
BoH, Kak pa3 pemany, KTO €e Ha IpMapKy IMPUIJIACUT CO BCEM
nouteHuem. [loutu penmim. . .

— Hopemanuch? — eXugHo crpocut XoibM. — Ternepb K JeB-
YOHKe ¢ OMTHIMKM MOpiamMu nioiiete? Jlaxe He 3Hal0, 3aX04eT JId
OHa PSIJIOM C TAKMMH rope-00iIiaMy TIO30PUTHCS ?

Cynsi 1o BHITAHYBIIMMCS (PU3UOHOMUSIM, TIOIOOHASI IIPOCTast
MBICJIb 3TUM JABOUM B IOJIOBY He nipunuia. MiHade, HaBepHoe, 3a-
paHee JIOrTOBOPHITUCH Obl IO poke He OuTh... OKUHYB UX CHUC-
XOJIUTEJIBHBIM B3[JISII0M, XOJIbM TIOIIEN K CTOMKE C OPYKHEM,
3aKPEIJICHHOM IO/l HaBecoM, HO nepeayMal. Ilomaxats Meuom
OH BCerJa yCreeT, a CerojiHs Hy’kKHO 00s13aTeJIbHO MoMMaTh OTIIa
¥ MOrOBOpHTH ¢ HUM 0O Jlectane. [la v 3a BUepariHee Xopoio Obl
W3BUHUTHLCS. Ecii Ob1 OH yMe B oIoOHbIe MUHYTHI TyMaTh pac-
YeTJIMBO M XJIAJJHOKPOBHO Kak Bpanrapn! M paboTarh s3bIKOM
XOTs1 Obl BIIOJIOBUHY TaK ke ObICTPO, KaK MEYOM U KyJIaKaMH.

[Ipu mbiciiu 0 bpaHrapae Ha cepille CHOBa CTajio TSIKENO.
XoJbM MPUBBIK BEPUTH OpaTy BO BceM, jiaxe Korga CUrpyH u30



BCEX CHJI MBITAJIACh UX MOCCOPUTH. BpaHy 310 camomy ObUIO He
IO AyII€, OH MPAYHEJ U IbITAJICS] OCTAHOBUTbh MaTh, HO Ta HE Ke-
Jlajia HUYero CIbIIAaTh, IOYEMY-TO pa3 U HaBCEr/a pelluB, YTO
X0JIbM MEUTaeT CTaTh BOXJeM. MOXeT, OH U IypeHb, HO He Ha-
cronbko! Ero Mecto — Bo m1aBe IpyKUHBI, TaM OH 3HAET, YTO JIe-
JlaTh, Y AaKe CTapIlKE BOMHBI, TPU3HABIIME XOJIbMA MTPEIBOIU-
TeJsieM, ero ciymarorcs. A CUrpyH U B 9TOM BUANUT NOATBEPK/IE-
HUe, 4T0 XOJIbM PBETCS K BIacTH!

Teneps oHa 3ambiciIa IpUOpaTh K pykam Jlecrany, BbliaB
ee 3a bpanrapga. [Ina Yepnasix Bonkos 310 npsamas Beiroga, mno-
poaHUThCs ¢ PricsiMu — decThb a1 Mononoro kiaHa. Y Peicsam
XOPOIIO, BOTYbM MEYM HAJIE:KHO MTPUKPOIOT UX OT Menseaen. A
raBHoe, Jlecrane bpanrapz o cepaity, BUaHO xe! Pagom ¢ Hum
OHa TaK U CBETUTCH. ..

XO0JIbM CTUCHYJI 3yObl, yroBapHuBasi ceOsl He 3JIMThCS Ha OpaTa.
Bpanrapn urpaet 4ecTHO, OH BUepa MpUHEC eMy cepexKy Jlecra-
HBI, XOTS MOTI' OTIaTh caM. Jla u moysken Obl1, BooOie-To! Ecin
Obl y XoJbMa TIOSIBUJIACH TaKasi BOBMOXHOCTh CIeJIaTh JICBYIIKE
MpUATHOE, OH OBl B Hee BIIETWJICS Bcell macThio. A Bpanrapy. ..
Heyxenu emy u npaBja He HyxHa Jlecrana? Vnu oH mpocTo Xo-
JeT, yToObl XONMbM yexasl K PhicsIM ¥ BeUHbIe pa3fophl B JIOMe
IIPEKPATUIIACH ?

Marb-Bonuunia, Kak e Bce 3TO ¢0:KHO! Mep3Kko gymMaThb, 4To
TBOSI CEMbsI pPeluia OT Te0s1 N30aBUTHCS, IIOTOMY UTO Thl HE HY-
seH. CIMIIKOM AMKUH, Kak roBoputT CurpyH. CiauilKkoMm omnac-
HBIl — a BeJlb OH BCErjga CUMTall, 4To 3TO noxBajia. CIMIIKOM



CTpAlllHbld — U Buepa XOJbM YBUZAE MOATBEP:KACHUE ITOTO B
UCIYIaHHBIX 1a3ax JlecTtaHsl.

[Ipexe yeM BepHYTbCS B CBOIO KOMHATY, OH 3arJIsIHYJ B KY-
NAJIBHIO U C YAOBOJbCTBUEM OOJIWIICS MPOXJIAJAHOW BOAOH. 3ps
Bpanrap Haji HUM BYepa IMOCMesiICs, MbIThCSI XO0JIbM JIIoOuI. B
MOXOJIE 3TO POCKOIIIb, A U B JIECY HE BCETA MOXHO OTBICKATh
noaxoasmui pydeit. Ho ecm yx oH 1o0upacs 10 peku, To MOr
IU1aBaTh YacaMu. BOJIKM — YMCTOIUIOTHBIE 3BEPU, XOTh U COBCEM
nHade, yeMm Pricu.

Opexay OH TOXE CMEHWJI, XOTh U IIOHUMAJI, YTO C Haps1aMu
Bpanrapna taratbcs Oecriofie3Ho. Mulaamuii ofeBaeTcsl Ha 3a-
BUCTh JIIOOOW JIeBUIle, a Ha XOJIbMe TOJIBKO JOCMEX CHUIUT Kak
BauToil. Ho Bomuuiibl HUKOrAa He CTaBUIA €My 3TO B YKOp!

B nBepp nocryyanu, korga XoJibM ObITAICA TPUKUHYTh, Ka-
KOM IOSIC TTOJION/IET K HOBOW YepHOM pyOallke U OYeHb JId 3aMeT-
HO, YTO OHA HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB IpoJiekala B CYHIyKe CIIOKEH-
Hor. U Kak oH BOOOIE JOJDKEH MOAXOOUTh?! SICHO TOJIBKO, 4TO
TMOOUMBIN KOKaHBIH PEMEHb CITMIIIKOM MOTEPTHIH, KpacKa ¢ Hero
JIABHO cJie3J1a OT 10K Aer U comHIa. [lokonaBIIMch B TOM e CyH-
JyKe, IJie yMelajlach BCSl €ro OJeKJa, XO0JIbM OThICKaJl BTOPOU
nosic, nogapeHHbI bpanrapnom u HU pa3y He HaleBaHHbI. Ho
Ha KPaCMBOM PEMEIIKe C YeKAaHHBIMU CepeOpSHBIMU OMSIIITKAMU
HE HallUIOCh KPIOYKOB 151 HOkeH. Hy KTo /1es1aeT My KCKoM nosic
6e3 kperuienus aist opyxusa?! U kro takoe Hocut? [IpaBusibHO,
TOJIbKO €O JIOPOroi Opatell. . .

B nBepb omsiTh HACTOMYMBO 3a0apadaHmIIH.



— Yero Ha0? — MpavyHO cripocui XOJIbM.

—I'ocnoguu bpanrapn Besien nepenare, 4To rocty ey K JIyH-
HOMY MCTOYHUKY, — IOCJIBIIAJIOCH U3-3a JIBEPU. — EciM Bbl ¢ HU-
MH, TaK OTOPONUTECH!

K ucrounuky! bBe3 nero! IlomsiHyB ckBO3b 3yObl Matb-Bor-
YHIly ¥ €€ XBOCT, XOJIbM 3aXJIECTHYJ Ha ceOe MPUBBIYHBIA pe-
MeHb, IIEJIKHYB MPSKKOW U yXke He Jaymasi, MOJXOAUT OH K 4Ye-
MY-TO WM HeT. BBICTpO, Kak 1o TpeBore, HaTsSHYJ caroru, Oma-
T'0 HOCHJI TIOXOJHBIE, CKPOEHHBIE 0e3 pa3InJms MPaBO U JIEBOI
Horu. 1 BbuIeTeN1 U3 KOMHATHI, Ha X0y LeIiAs K nosacy med. He
TO YTOOBI OH KOTO-TO OMacajics BO BiajgeHUsIXx YepHbix Bonkos,
a JIyHHBIN ICTOUHUK OT rOpojia BCEero B yace e3/1bl, HO 6e3 opy-
WS 9yBCTBOBAJ ce0sl XyKe, YeM TOJIbIM.

['ocTr yxe canumch Ha JIoImazeu. .. Jlecrana co CBoer peiken
nozpyrou, ee 6par u napa Koros. A emie bpanrapn u nsa Boi-
Ka U3 ero oXpaHsbl, npucraBieHHoil CurpyH. B cene bt Bee,
Kpome BpaHrapaa, TOT miaui o Mopze CBOIO KOOBLTY M YTO-TO
OXWBJICHHO OOBbsICHSIT Opary JlectaHbl, TO M IeJI0 yKa3biBasl Ha
nsopell. Kpacosaics, kak gazan!

Ho yxe B cnepyioniee MrHoBeHHe XO0JIbM YCThIINJICS, TOTOMY
4TO TMpU BUJIE HETO B Ilazax bpaHrapaa mosiBUIOCH SIBHOE 00-
JlerdeHvie, U Oparell ObICTPO 3aBepIIvI pacckas. Bpemst TsaHy:!
Hy TouHO, BOH Kak Haxmypuiach rocroxa CUrpyH, BblleaIas
NPOBOAUTH ChiHA U Priceil. Mauexa cnaiko yabioanach ¢ Kpblib-
1[a, MPUYEM BIIOJIHE UCKPEHHE — POBHO JI0 TOTO MOMEHTa, Kak
yBuzena Xonabma. Kak Toneko bpan ymynpuics npy Her KOro-to



MOCJIaTh C U3BECTUEM ?

— A BOT ¥ Mo¥i jioporoi Opar! — mpoBo3riacun bpanrapa u
KUBHYJI XOJIbMY Ha MOCJETHION OCEIJIaHHYIO JIOMIAb PSIIOM C
coboit. — Tel Beb ¢ HaMu?

B rnmazax CurpyH, mojkasiieid ryObl 1 ele CHIIbHee BBIPS-
MUBLIENCS, BCIIBIXHYJIA 3710CTh. Ha XonbMa oHa MeTHYyJ1a OVH-
€AVMHCTBEHHBIN B3IJIsA]I, HO MOJKHO HE COMHEBAThLCS: TIOCJIE BO3-
BpalieHusi jomou bpaHrapna oxkupaer HenryTo4yHasi rposa. U
cHOBa XOJIbM 3aAyMAJICs, UYTO K€ TBOPUT XUTPOYMHBIA MJIAJI-
i ?

OH MOT4a BCKOYMJI B CEJ1JI0, BCEU CBOEU BOJTYbEU CYThIO OITY-
mias1, yto Jlecrana coBceM psaoM. [1paBaa, Mexay Helo U XOJb-
MoM — Bpanrapa. Ho Bce paBHO 3TO Tak OJM3KO, YTO cepilie
3aMUpPAET, & YyThe HAMPSITaeTCs, CTAPasCh YJIOBUTH HEXHBIN 3a-
nax ee Bosioc. Mos:keBenoBasi XBosI ¥ 3eMJIsTHUKa. 1 HeyioBUMO
TOHKUU clakuii apomar camoil Jlectansl... XojbMy HeCTepIU-
MO 3aXO0TeJIOCh OOMM3HYThCS, HO OH CAEPKAJICS, KOHEUHO, TOJTb-
KO MIOKOCWJICS TY/1a, T/Ie 3a KpENKUMU IJieyamu bpanrapia meb-
KaJjia cepeOpucTasi ToJIOBKa C YJIOXKEHHOM BEHIIOM KOCOU. MoXeT,
B Jjopore OyeT ciydail [IOroBOPUTh?

% sk ok

Korna cnyxanka mpuHeciia 3aBTpak B KOMHATy U Tiepejana,
YTO MJIQJIINUI CHIH BOXIS 30BET TOCIOXKY CO CIYTHUKAMHU Ha
nporyiky, Jlecrana rotoBa Oblla MPHITaTh OT CUACThsl, KAK WT-
paroruii KoteHok ! Kaiica TofpKO roioBoi mokavajia v gocTalia
OIEXKy IS BEPXOBOU €3/1bI.



[Torom, misaas Ha Jlectany, TOPOILIMBO KYIOILYIO TBOPOKHYIO
JIETICUIKY, TIOIpyTa He yAepXKajaach U BCEe-TaKU CIIPOCUJIA:

— Hy u 4dto Oypems genarh, €Cliv MaTyIllKa TBO€ COKPOBHUIIE
OT 100K HE OTIYCTHUT?

Msirkas u Terias, TOJIbKO U3 MeYH, JIeTIeNIKa e/1Ba He BCTasla y
Jlecrans! B ropsie. OHa IIOTHYJ1a MOJIOKA U3 INIMHAHOIO CTaKaHa
— Y HUX B Ap3vHE U3 TaKUX UM Pa3B€ YTO KPECThSIHE — U C
TPY/IOM IMPOIJIOTUIIA TIOKa3aBIlieecsi 6e3BKYCHBIM TECTO.

— He 3naio, — ckazana Tuxo, cpazy NnoTepsiB KejlaHUE eCTb. —
Kaiica, g He 3Ha10, yTo MHe nenaThb... OH Beab TOXKE HE MOXKET
Opocutsb kiiaH. Kak s Mory norpe6oBath, YT0ObI OH HAPYIIUIT PO-
autenbekyo Bomo? [la u... He cymacuenuui ke oH. OcTaBUTh
POZIHOI TOPOL, IlIe OH CbIH BOXSl M HACIEAHUK, paau... Panu
yero?

— Panm te6s1? — monckasana Kaiica, risiis Ha Hee C OTKPOBEH-
HOW KaJiocThlo. — JlecTa, Hy Thl k€ BUIMIIb, KAKUE OHU Pa3HBbIE.
Tsoii Bpanrapa ¢ PbicsiMi TOUHO yKMBETCS, OH CaM CJIOBHO KOT
XoMneHbld. Jlambl Msrkue, mepctb OapxarHasi, a yx mypuut! U
HE CKaxelllb, 4To Bosik. A XonbM — oH apyrou. B Ap3une emy
TaKoU BOJIM He OyJIeT, pa3Be YTo Ha rpaHully oT TeOst cOexut. He
TOU OH MOPOJIbI, YTOOBI HA TIETTN CUJIETh. . .

— A ut0 XoneM? — BenbIxHyJ1a JlecTaHa, BCKakuBas U3-3a CTO-
JIa ¥ O)KECTOUEHHO CTaCKUBas TUIaThe, YTOObI IEPEOIETHCS B 3aM-
IEBYI0 KypTOUKY M mTaHel. — OH aukapp! f u He cobupaioch
ero HUKyaa 3abupath! MeHs mocnany 3a Cynpyrom, a He 3a...
3Bepem!



— DTOT 3Beph BUEpa OPOCHUJICA HA TBOIO 3AIUTY, — YIPSIMO
nponoskaia Karica, Toxe npuHABIIMCE epeoaeBarbes. — Jlecra,
HY ThI K€ HE JIypa, a TBOPUIIIb TIYNOCTU. XOTb Obl €ro mooaro-
napuia!l

—3a 4t0? — ¢ TUXOM 3JI0CTBIO OTO3Bajack JlecraHa, moHumas,
YTO HE IIpaBa, HO TOXE 3ayNpAMUBIINCE. — Mbl roctu Boskos,
OH 00s13aH ObLT Hac 3amuIIath. Jlymaeriis, eciiv Ob bpanrapn no-
SIBUJICS TIEPBBIM, TO OCTaJICs1 Obl B cTOpOHe? ClIbIIIaTh HUYEro He
xouy o Xonpme! OH... cTpauHblii!

Kanca cHOBa nokavasia rojsioBoy, I7ss Ha Hee C BbIPAaKEHU-
eM, o kotopoMm Jlectana npearnouna He Aymarb, YTOObl HE OOU-
aetbesl Ha nofpyry. KoHeuHo, Ta xkenaer guib JoOpa, HO Kak
oHa He norimer? Henb3s maxe qymars o Opake ¢ TeM, KOro 00-
nibest! la, pasymeercs, oHa nooOmarogaput Xonsma. M mocra-
paercs AepkarbCs OT HErO Kak MOKHO AaJibliie!

Harsanys canoxku 11 BepxoBoi e31pl, Jlectana 3akpytuia
KOCY BOKPYT TOJIOBbI M 3aKpenuia ee INuibkaMu. [JsHyna B
3€pKaJIo, IOCTaBJIEHHOE 10MOBUTOM Kaicol Ha CyHIIyK y CTEHBI.
BuepamHsis 6nemHOCTS Mponiuia, cerofns Jlecrana yyBCcTBOBasia
ce0s1 310pOBOM M IOTOBOM K JIIOOBIM UCIIBITAHUAM. VIHTEpecHo,
Bpanrapny HpaBsTCs IEBYIIKY B IITaHAX ?

B mieku 6pocuiiack KpoBb MU MBICIIH, YTO BYepa OH MOT He
paccMoTpeTh ee urypy, 1a u ofeskaa Obula MblibHasA. A cero-
AHs. .. OHa KPYTHY/IACh, NIbITAsICh Pa3IsAAETb B HEOOJBIIOM 3€p-
KaJje, Kak oOseraeT ee BHIUMILIEHHAs TPUCTYroil Bosikos 30510TH-
cTas 3amila.



— Jla xopora, Xopoiiia, — BOPYIMBO 0To3BajIach Kaiica, Toxke
oOyBasich. — [oiinem yx!

WBap yxe kJ1an ux Bo JBope Bmecte ¢ AinbMoM U PoHaHoM,
napoil BouHOB U3 otpsna. A psajgoM... Cepnue Jlectansl crnaji-
KO 3aHbLIO, Korjga bpanrap marnyn K HUM HaBCTpeuy U yUTH-
BO MOKJIOHWICS. BembixHyB, OHa yibIOHY1ach B OTBET. MBap xe
cJlerka HaxMypuJICs.

— Cepexka Tak M He Halllach?

— HoBble Ha qBaaLaTh JIET CeCTpe NoAapulllb, — 330PHO OTO-
3Basiack Kamca, a JlectaHa 4yyTh KauHy/a roJloBOM.

JIIoOUMBIX KOIIIEK-CepekeK JIEMCTBUTENBHO ObLIO Kaslb IO
CJie3, OHAa HE HOCWJIA B YIIIaX HUYET0, KPOME HHUX.

— Kcrary, o cepexkax! Ham oueHb xkajib, 4TO B HAIlIEM JIOME C
rocnoxou JlecraHou citydmnace Takass HEPUATHOCTb, — CKa3aJl
Bpanrapa. — Eciu npekpachHas JlectaHa Mo3BOMUT caeiarh €1
HeOOJIbIIION MOAAPOK. .. B 3HAK yBaKeHUs !

OH npoTsIHYT HEOOBIITYI0 KOPOOOUKY U3 MOJIMPOBAHHOTO Jie-
peBa, u MBap cHOBa HaXMypUWJICS.

— He 3Hato, yi0OHO JIK. .. — IPOTSIHYJI OH.

Paccynkom JlecraHa moHMMasna, 4To ABOIOPOAHBINA Opatell
npaB. [Toka oroBop He 3aKJOUeH, MPUHUMATH IMOJAPKH HE CTO-
ut. Bot ecrii 6b1 Bpanrapn yxe Obl1 ee KeHUXoM !

—ITycroe, noporou MBap, — HOCIBIIIAIOCH C BBICOKOTO KPbLIb-
ua, v Jlecrana yBujena Ha HEM CTaTHYIO (pUrypy rocroxu Bosn-
yniibl. — Ham ToXke HeJTOBKO, UTO MUJTYIO FOCThI0 0OuIenu. bpan-
rapj caM BBIOMpas ei oJapoK, HO €CITM Tak Oy/eT MpuinJHee,



ClIelaeéM BUJl, YTO OH OT MEHSI.

U ona co 3HaueHHeM YIbIOHYJIACh ellle CUIbHee TOKPACHEB-
et Jlecrane, y KOTopo# Tenepb He ObLIO HUKAKOW BO3MOKHO-
CTU OTKazarhbcsl. B3siB KopoOouky, JlectaHa oTKpbuia ee U TH-
XOHBKO axHyJ1a OT BOCXMIleHUsI. [[Ba cepeOpsIHbIX 1IBETKA, YChI-
MaHHBIX OpWJUIMAHTAMM, CBEPKHYJIM Ha YTPEHHEM COJIHIIE pa3-
HOIIBETHOM POCCHITIBIO UCKP. B cepearHe kaxaoro HeskHO Oerena
KpyIHas keMuyxuHa, 1 Jlectana cpasy y3Hana paboty bapcy-
KOB. MoOXeT ObITh, 9TO TOT CaMbIii MacTep, y kKotoporo MBap 3a-
ka3piBaJl ed nogapok ? Hepaxno! Cepbru uynecHsl. 1 eciiu bpan-
rapji B CaMOM JieJie BHIOMpAJI X caM... XOTs OT Hero OHa B3siia
Ob1 00YyI0 femeByio Oe3nenymky! C pagocTsio!

— [IpuHUMaro ¢ GaromapHOCTHIO, — TUXO CKa3ajia OHa.

[Mpumuans TpeboBany 3a0paTh MOAAPOK B KOMHATY M HAJETh
ero MoToMm, Ho JlectaHa 4yTh JIM HE BIIEPBbIE B )KM3HU pellnia
npeHeOpeub 3tukeToM. [log HeonoOpuTENbHBIM B3IIsII0M VBa-
pa OHa B3sJ1a U3 KOPOOOUKH CUSIOIIEE UYI0, M CEPhIU MPIIIbHY-
JIM K MOYKaM YIIIeH Tak, CIOBHO ObUIM TaM BCET/a.

— T'ocnioxa Jlecrana, BBl IpeKpacHbl, — MOKJOHWICA bpan-
rapi.

[ox ero BOCXMILIEHHBIM, HO YYTUBBIM B3[JIsI0OM JlectaHe mo-
Ka3aJioch, 4TO OHa TaeT. OHa Bcerna gymasna, 4ro 3TO JeBUYbU
BeiiyMKH! Hy pa3zBe MOXHO Tak 3a0BITh TOPAOCTh, YTOOBI IPETh-
csl B MY)KCKOM BHUMAaHHUH, CJIIOBHO KOIIIKa Ha colHue? A oka3a-
J0Cch — ObIBaeT!

U Bce Ob110 ObI XOpOIIIO, He MosiBUCh XombM! Hy 3auem Tomb-



ko Bpanrapn 3anepxascs, pacckasbiBas MIBapy, Kak UMEHHO Tie-
pecTpamBaiiv ABOPEL NOCE MoKapa HECKOJBKO JIEeT Ha3aa?!

Jlecrana Tskesno B3IOXHYJA, CMUPSSICH C TeM, uTo bpanrapn,
NOX0Xke, OYeHb JIIOOUT CBOEro Opara. ..

Hopora k JIyHHOMY UCTOYHMKY OKa3zajach uyynaecHa. OHa Bu-
Jlach TIO CKJIOHY HEBBICOKOM TOpbI, IIMPOKAsl KaK pa3 HACTOJb-
KO, YTOOBI JIBE JIOIIAU CIIOKOMHO UM PSAOM, HO JIJisl TPEThei
MecTa yxe He Obu10. M KoHeuHo, Jlectana ¢ Bpanrapaom exa-
qu Briepeau. Bropoi napoii okazanuck XonsM u MBap, HO ec-
7 Oparell pacCUMTHIBAI HA WHTEPECHBIH pa3roBop ¢ Bomkow,
TO npocuuTaics. Bewo nopory Xonem Monyan, u Jlecrtana cnu-
HOU 4yBCTBOBAJIA €T0 HAIPSIKEHHBIH B3IJIsI]T, OT KOTOPOTO MEX Ty
JIONAaTKaM¥ 4ecaioch U HEBBIHOCHMO XOTEJIOCh TIepeIepHYThCS.
Bpanrapn omsite ObLT M0OE3eH 32 000MX, PaccKas3biBas O MECT-
HOM Xpame JIyHbl, KOTOpBII BO3BEJIM HA CAMOM BEPUIMHE TOPBI Y
CBSIIIIEHHOTO MCTOYHMKA.

Jlecrana ciymasia, HO He CTOJIBKO TUIABHO JIBIOIIIEECsT TTOBECT-
BOBAHUE, CKOJILKO rosioc Boska, MATrKuu, IEMCTBUTEIBHO MYp-
JIbIKAOIMK, Kak ckasaia Kaiica. Jlaxke B 3TOM OH MOJHOCTBIO
MOJXOIUT €U, NpuposkAeHHO Pricu! A XosibM MoJTYa, U 3TO Ka-
3aJI0Ch YTPO30H OOJIbIIel, YeM 000K THEB, BHIpaKEHHBIN CJIO-
BaMU.

BepinimHa ropsl OTKpbLIach nepes HUMU HeOXXUAaHHO. Tosb-
KO 4TO Tepe/l I1a3aMu ellle MeJIbKaJl CKJIOH — M BOT OH PE3KO
o0opBaJICsl, a U3-3a JEPEBbEB MPOCTYIIIO YTO-TO CEPOE, TIa-
Koe... JlectaHa mpUBBIKJIA K aXXyPHBIM HapsIIHBIM XpamaMm Ap-



31HA, CJIOBHO BHITOYEHHBIM U3 MPaMOPHOI'O KPYKeBa, U HE Cpa-
3y MOHSUIA, YTO cepasi rpoMaa v €CTb CBATWIMIIE. YTO X, MHO-
r0 B 9TOM JIMKOM Kpato ObLIO Obl CTPaHHO OXUIaTh. Bonku-Bou-
HBI CIIENINJINCh IEPBBIMU U TIPUHSIIM MIOBObs rocter. bpaHnrapn
nofan pyky Jlecrane, HemHoro onepeaus MBapa, v UX JIAAOHU
CONPUKOCHYIIUCH — JlecTaHy CHOBa OpOCHIIO B Kap, HO He 0oJie3-
HEHHbIU, a NPUSITHBIN, CJIAJKUN.

Ona ynbiOHynack bpanrapay... Y TyT e clI0OBHO ygapui Ho-
PBIB XOJIOIHOTO BeTpa — Jlectana Bcrperuia B3rsAn Xonpma. Cu-
Heryasblil Bosk cTosi1, ypoHUB PyKy Ha Med, OyITO Kj1ajl Hama-
JIeHUsI, BCEM BUJIOM MCTOYasi XOJIOAHYIO 3710CTh. U ciioBa Omaro-
JApHOCTH, MPUTOTOBJIEHHbIE ISl HETO, 3aMepiu y JlectaHsl Ha
ry0ax, 3aX0TeJIoCh TOEKUThCSI, OTCTYIUTh, YKPBIThCs 32 Bpan-
rapIoMm, a JJisl BEPHOCTH €1IE U OCTAJIbHBIX CITYTHUKOB OCTABUTh
Mex Iy coO0i u. .. aTuM. [a uto ke c Helo Takoe! Hy moyemy ona
O6oMTCsl TOrO, KTO HUYEro IJIOXOro eil moka He caenan?! M kak
9TO OTBPATUTEIIHHO — OOSATHCS !

[NocnemniHo oTBEpHYBIIKCH, JlecTaHa MOOIIA K UCTOUYHUKY,
ObIOITIeMY M3 paclieIMHbI HeOOJIbIIoN cKajbl. [TonsiHa Oblia 1mo-
YTU MOJIHOCTBIO OKPYKEHA IEPEBbSIMU, a BOJJA UCTOUHUKA I10 BbI-
JIO)KEHHOMY KaMHSIMHM PyCly oruOajia XpaM U py4beM CITyCKa-
JIaCh KyJ1a-TO BHU3 MO JPYTOMY CKJIOHY.

[MocnenoBas 3a Heid, JlectaHa Toke 0OOIUIA XpaM U 3amep-
Ja. HEeMHOro Hu:xe CKJIOH ropsl NEPEXOnJI B IUIATO, HA KOTOPOM
PACKMHY/IACh Yalia HeOOJIBIIOro, HO YucTeiiero ozepa. K nemy
BeJIa JIECTHUIIA U3 IMPOKUX KAMEHHBIX CTYTIEHEM, a pSIOM C HEelo



TEK py4el, Kak pa3 HaroJHSBIINANA O3EPHYIO Yally.

— Crniesbl JIyHBl, Tak MBI €r0 30BEM, — HEI'POMKO CKa3aj bpan-
rapii, OCTaHaBJIMBASICh PSJIOM C HEW B HauyaJsle JECTHUILIbL. — Eciin
y Bac €CTh 3aBETHOE eJaHue, rocnoxa Jlecrana, mpouienyure
€ro 3TOW BOJIE, 3aYE€PIHUTE JIAJOHSIMU, BbIIIEHUTE U OCTABbTE IO-
Japok. Hamm neBymiku napAar Jlyne npsap cBoux Bosoc. .. Bos,
BUauTE?

Me:xay BEpILIMHOM rOpbl ¥ 03€POM POCJIO HECKOJIBKO MBIIIHBIX
KyCTOB, U, NpUITIsAAeBIIUCh, Jlectana yBuiena, 4YTo Ha UX BET-
BSIX Pa3BEBAETCS OT BETPA TO, YTO €M MOKA3aJI0Ch JUKOBUHHBIM
MxoM. JIJIMHHBIC TIPSM, Yallle BCEro 4YepHble, HO ObUIM Cpein
HUX U CBETJIbIE, U PbIKHUE. ..

— Xouy! — cka3ana oHa pemuTenbHO. — Kaiica, Tl noienis?

OnHa BBITAIIWIIA IIMWIBKYA, U OCBOOOXKICHHAS KOCA TSIKENO
yhaJjia Ha 1ie4, a JlecraHa npuHsijiach ee paciuieTarb.

— Jla kto *e Tak pexer? — B3BbLIa Kaiica, korjga Jlecrana ot-
XBaTWJIa C BUCKA TOJICTEHBKYIO NIPsi/ib B3ATHIM Y MIBapa HOXOM. —
Kak 51 Tebs 3aruierars Oyny? V-y-y-y...

[Toka oHa mpuMepsIach K CBOUM BojiocaM, JlectaHa cOexaina
IO CTYIEHSIM, OCTAHOBMBIIMCh Y CAMO BOAbI. 3€pKaJibHas IJ1a/lb
OTpakajia 4yacTh COJTHEUHBIX JIy4eid, HO IIIyOrHa o3epa Ka3aiach
0e3/I0HHOM, a eIlrle 3/1eCh OBLIO TOpa3/io XOJofiHee, CIOBHO Jle-
CTaHa CYCTWJIACh B MOABAJI-JIEHUK.

O3epo CI0BHO ka0 4ero-To, 1 JlecraHa Bcrana Ha KOJIEHU
MPsIMO Ha TIOCJIEAHIO KaMEeHHYIO IuTy. Uto ke mpocuth? B
pacTepsITHHOCTH OHA TOHSIIA, YTO ellle HeJJABHO Y Hee ObLIO TOJTb-



KO OJIHO CaMoOe BaKHOE U 3aBETHOE JKeJaHWe — MPU3BaTh 3Bepsi
Y CTaTh HAKOHEN NOJHOUEHHOU Prichio! A Tenepw... OHa ensa
HE OIVISTHYJIACh TYJIA, TJIe HaBEpXy OCTAJIUCh CTOSATH €€ CITyTHUKH,
HO czaepkanack. [onr wnm mo6oBs? Ee BHyTpeHHMIT 3BEph WU
bpanrapn?

«Jlyna-nipapopurensauna!l — or4astHHO B3Monmiach Jlecra-
Ha. — Thl Be/ib MOHUMAEIITb, 3TO S He OT kagHoctu! [oxanyii-
CTa, ecd MOXHO, UCTIONHU 00a mMoux kenanusi! 51 xouy craThb
Hacrosiiei Prickio, kak Bce Mou nipeaku! U xouy mo0Bu 1 ObITH
mobumoii B otet! [Ipomy Te6s... Ho ecmu... Ecim xenanue
JOJDKHO OBITh TOJIKO OJIHO, TYCTh s1 HUKOIJIA He CTaHy PhIChIO,
TOJIbKO Obl MO OYHAYIIMIA MYk JIIOOWT MEHSI U TAKOW».

Eil mokasanoch, 4TO MOBEPXHOCTh O3epa APOTHYJa, HO 3TO
IIPOCTO MpoIUIa psIOb OT BeTepka. JlectaHa 3aueprHyJia CJIOKeH-
HBIMM JIQJIOHSIMU BOIYy M YyTh HE BCKPUKHYJIa — TaKOW Jie/Isl-
HOM OHa Obl1a. TOpomIMBO OTNMIIA, I10Tast OOKHUTAIOIIYIO XOJIO-
JIOM BJIary, Ha MUT 3QKMYPHJIACh... A TOTOM, BCKOYMB, TaK Ke
OBICTPO MOOEekKaja HaBepX, MO MyTH OCTAHOBUBIIIVCH U TIPUBSI3aB
JUIMHHYIO CBETJTYIO MPsi/ib BOJIOC HAa CBOOOJHYIO BETKY KyCTa.

IMoka k o3epy cnyckanach Kaiica, Jlectana cHoBa 3aruiena Ko-
Cy, CTapasich HA Ha KOro He risnaets. lllexu mbianu, HO BHYT-
pY Kperuia CTpaHHasi yBEPEHHOCTh, UTO OHA BCE CJIeayia BEPHO.
[TpaBaa... HaBepHOE, CTOUJIO MPOCUTh B MY*bsl UMEHHO BpaH-
rapaa, Ho JIyHa Beqb ¥ Tak BUIUT, Koro Jlectana moout? a, yxe

mobut! Beem cepaiiem!
k ok ok



B ropos oHM BEpHYIUCH TOIBKO K 00e1y. XO0JIbM, OCTaBIIHIA-
cs1 0e3 3aBTpaKa, yke rOTOB ObLT MPSMO B JIECY MIEPEKUHYTHCS 1
NoMMaTh Kakylo-HUOYAb MeJI0Ub, YTOOBI IEPEKYCUTh, HO OCTAHO-
BUJIO, 4TO JlecTaHa v Tak CUMTAET €ro CAUIIKOM 3BepeM. CTpaH-
HO, OHa BeIb cama — Prick, Borutomenue xummuoctu! Heyxenu He
moout oxoty? Kapkoe ynouTtenbHOe YyBCTBO, KOTJJa MUHUIIIBCS
10 JIECY, YIIPYTO OTTAJIKMBASCh JIATIAMU Y HACTIAK 1AsICh TIOCITYIII-
HBIM CUJIbHBIM TEJIOM. .. DTO MIOUTH TaK ke MPEKPACHO, KaK ObITh
C KEHIIMHON !

OH cunbHEe CKall B JIAIOHH TTOBObSI, BAPYT MOMaB ceds Ha
IPOCTOM MBIC/IM, KOTOpasi HA MUT BbIOMJIA AbIXaHUE, OIJTyIlnIa
W 3acTaBuiia 3a0bITh Bce ocTaibHOe. A ObLT i y JlectaHsl Ko-
r/1a-HUOYIb BO3TIOOIEHHbIN ? !

CgetioBosiocast Prichk aepkanach Tak CKPOMHO U ropo, 4YTo
€My B TOJIOBY KaK-TO HE TIPUIIUIO. .. A Belb €CJIM OHA BHIOWpaeT
’KEHMXa, 3HA4YMT, erie ceodonHa? Hu onna Bomuuna He cornacu-
J1ach Obl BBITH 32 HEMIOOMMOTO, €CJTH YK€ OTasla KOMY-TO Cepl-
1e. TO NPOTUBHO CaMOM KEeHCKOU npupoae! Besaxkui 3HaeT, uyTo
JIMIIb B JTIOOBU POKJIAIOTCSI CHITbHBIE 3[I0POBBIE JI€TH, HaJIeNIeH-
HbIE IapOM JIBOIHOTO 00nuKa. .. Het, ecm Obl y Jlectansl KTO-TO
ObLT OoMa, BOXIb Paccumop He cran Obl IPUHYKAATH € K Opa-
Ky. ... Mor 11 OH pemurs, 4to cow3 ¢ YepnsiMu Bonkamu
BAJKHEE CUACThs jo4epu’?

XonbM orisHyJIcs Ha JlecraHy, cHOBa efyiyo psjaom ¢ bpan-
rapiom, ¥ pa3o3uiics Ha ceOst 3a rrymnblie comHenus1. Kakast pas-
HUIIA, 9TO OBLJIO paHbIIle, /U ceiiyac OHa BrIOpasia ero opara?!



Emy, XonbeMy, OHa IOCJIe BUEpAIIIHETO CI0BA CKa3aTh HE XOYET,
a CTOMT IJISIHYTh B €€ CTOPOHY — Pa3Be€ UTO HE IIapaxaercs, Kak
MYTJIMBBIA 3aiiY0HOK. Bee ee ynbpiOku 1 B3mIsIbl — A1 bpanrap-
na! I pymsHell Ha IeKkax, U KOpoTKas Mpsiab 0Ope3aHHBIX BO-
Jioc, Kotopyio JlectaHa, CJIOBHO 3a0BIBIIMCH, TIOTPOrajga PyKou,
KOrga MJIaAIIMKY NPUAEPKAT CJIUIIIKOM CUJIBHO HAKJIOHUBIIYIOCS
HaJl TPOIIOW BETKY, UTOObI PhICh MOIJIa 1O/ Hel Mpoexarth. . .

3nHaunt... Bce motepsaHo? Kak Obl HU TIBITAJICA MJIAAIITHMA
YPaBHATb UX BO3MOKHOCTU, HO €CJIM JEBYIIIKA YKE pellnia, KTO
€l HyXEH, XOTb Hau3HAHKY BBIBEpHMCH — He momoxker! U cro-
UT JIU YHUKATHCS, POCS JIIOOBU TOM, KTO TeOsl TaK CTapaTesbHO
He 3amedaer? Oco3HaHME STOr0 HAKaTWJIO TaKOW OOJIBIO, CIIOB-
HO XOJIbMa CaIaHyJIM TIOJT JIbIX CarlorOM, HO OH CTUCHYJI 3yObl U
TIOCJIaJ1 JIOIIA/Ib BIEPEH, OTOPBABILKCH OT OTPS/Ia U CIUHOU 1yB-
CTBYS B3IJISI/ABI.

Ero HUKTO He OKJIMKHYJI, ¥ 9TO OKOHYATEILHO YOoeauao Xoib-
Ma, 4To OH mpaB. HaBepHoe, Jlectana erie u B3goxHysa ¢ 0oser-
YEeHUeM, KOrja psaoM ocTalics Toiabko bpanrapa!

V3Kkas ropHas Tpona cama CTEIWIACh MO KOMbITA JIOIIAH.
XoJbM J1oexaj 10 He3aMETHOM Pa3BUJIKM, KOTOPYIO MOT pasIJisi-
JETh TOJIbKO TOT, KTO O HEHM 3HaJl, U CBEPHYJI, COKPATUB IyTb
J0 TIOOHOXbsSI TOPBl BO MHOTO pas. Ilpuiiioce, npaena, exarb
10 Jiecy, Koe-Tjie TpoOupasich MEKAY 3apOCisiMU OOSIPHIIIIHUKA,
BCTaBIIIErO I'yCTOM CTEHOM. 3aTO OH OCTAHOBWJICS y Py4bsi, BJO-
BOJIb HATTWJICSI X JIOJITO OpOCall JIEISTHYIO BOALY, €/1Ba 3aMETHO Max-
HYIIYIO 36 MJISIHUKOM, B MbUIAOLIEE JIUIO. [ToMOrmo He ciuiikom,



HO XOTS OBl PacXOTEJIOCh OCTATOK JIHSI TIPOBECTU B BOJTYbEM 00-
JviKe. XBaTUT YKe BECENTUThCS, IoMa 3a00T TMOJTHO!

3aBTpa HaunHaetcsl bonbmas Jletnsasa Spmapka, u Xots Bce
TOProBbIe Jiesia Ha bpaHrapae, y ApyKuHbI, 3a KOTOPYIO OTBEYaeT
XoJibM, TOxe ropssurie 1HU. HyKHO ciiequTh 3a OpSIAKOM, HE J10-
MyCKasi, YTOObI TOCTH MEePePATUCh JPYT C APYTOM UJIH C XO3sie-
BaMHU. PazHuMaTh 3aXMeJeBIIMX CIOPIIUKOB U YCMUPSITh CIIMIII-
KOM OYWHBIX. ..

A ellle HY)KHO MPUKYNUTh TONOPOB JUIsl MJIAAIIUX JIPYKUH-
HUKOB, eca bapcyku npuBe3yT no cxogHou neHe. Y Bonkos,
KOHEYHO, €CTh Ky3HEIbl, HO C TOJICTOMSATHIMU KPEMbIIIIAMU B pe-
MECJIEHHOM JieJie HUKTO He cpaBHUTCS. 1 Herioxo Obl 3aKka3aTh
UM JIecsSITKa TPU-YeThIpe JIyKOB, Tak, Ha Oyayiiee... Jla mano ium
XJIONOT y MPEIBOAUTENS IPYKUHBI WIH, KAK €r0 UCCTapU 30BYT
Bosnku, Knbika? Ilycts XonbM cran KiblkoM TOJBKO /1Ba rofa
Ha3ajl, HO OH YK TOCTapaeTcs, YTOObI OTEIl UM TOPIUJICS XOTS
Obl B 3TOM!

Hlo roponma oH goOpajicst Topa3io paHbllle, YeM TrOCTU B CO-
MPOBOXk/IeHMU bpaHrapna. 3aBepHy/ Ha KyXHIO, HE JI0KUJAsICh
o0efa, OBICTPO CKEBaJI TIOJIOBUHY KApEHON KypHIIbl U TIapy MH-
POXKKOB CO CBEKEW YepHUKON — OHA TOJBKO-TOJIBKO Havasa mMo-
SIBJIATBCA B JieCy. SITOMHBIM 3anaX ¥ BKYC HEKCTaTH HATOMHWIIA O
3eMJISTHUYHOM apoMare, npecieaymoieM XoiabMa noscoay. Ho
OH yIPSIMO OTOPOCHJT STH MBICJIH, a YePHUKY 3aeJ1 TPEThUM ITH-
POKKOM — C IIEYEHKOM, M XKHTh CTAJIO HE TO UTOOH Becesiee, HO
KaK-TO MPOIIIE, HE Tak TOCKJIMBO. [IpaBaa, 3aX0Tesioch moBassATh-



s TAe-HUOY/Ib B TCHBKE. . .

OTorHaB HEKCTaTH MPOCHYBIIYIOCS JIEHb, XOJIbM JIOIIET 10
OTIIOBCKUX TOKOEB, HO OKAa3aJioCh, YTO OTeI] C MOMOIIHUKAMHU
yexas Ha MPUCTaHb, TaM YTO-TO CIYYHIIOCh C Kopabnem Pbixux
Jluc. Bor Benp! D10 03Ha4asio, 4TO OTEll BPsif] JIM BEPHETCS K
o0eJly, 3HAUUT, 3a CTOJIOM OyJeT eJMHOBJIACTHO MpaBUTh Cur-
pyH, 1 XO0JIbM MpayHO MOAYyMaJl, YTO B OOIIUH 3411 yKe HE TOK-
net. Bor u cnaBHo, y Jlectanbl HaBepHsIKa HAWAETCS, O YEM I1OT0-
BOPUTD C MaTepblo Oy/IyIlero Myxa, a y:x bpanrapn Haiiner remy
1UIst Oece/ibl, ake pa3OyIy ero HOUYbIo U MIOJBECh BHU3 TOJIOBOM,
KaK JIETY4YIO MBIIIIb!

Buzers emy HUKOro He XOTeNOCh, U XOJIbM AOMIET 10 OpY-
JKEMHOW, Ha BCAKUU Cllydayl ellle MPUKKUHYB, YTO MOKYNaTh Ha
sIpMapke JIIs APYKUHHBIX HYk/1. [IoToM He Toporisick o0oren
KOHIOIIHHU, 3arISIHYJI B KY3HIO. .. W TIOHSUJT, YTO OTKPOBEHHO Ma-
ercs oypblo. A elie — OOUTCS OKa3aTbCsl PsiIoM ¢ OOeIeHHBIM
3aJI0M, CJIOBHO HAIlPOKA3MBIIMK MaJIbUUIIKA, YTO MPSYETCS OT
B3poCibIX. YyBCTBO OBIJIO IOUTH 3a0BITHIM, HO TAKUM HETIPUSIT-
HBIM, 4TO XO0JIbM Ha3J10 ceOe pelivI MOWTH Ha 00e/1 M HICTIOPTUTD
HacTpoeHue XoTsi Obl CUTpyH.

OH y:xe npoiiies JJIMHHBIM KOPUI0POM, BEIYIIUM B Ty YacTb
JIBOPIIA, TJe ObUIM TTOKOW BOXKJISI 1 TOCTEH, yXke CBEpHYJ K 00e-
JEHHOMY 3aJ1y... Kak BApyr HesicCHOe YyBCTBO OMACHOCTH BeJiesio
3aMepeTh Ha MECTe, a YyThsl XOJIbM IIPUBBIK ciymiarbes. B cie-
JYIOIIUI MUT OH HECJIBIIIHO OTCTYIWJI B TEMHYIO HUIIY, OCTaB-
LIyIOCS B KOPUJIOpEe OT MOCIeAHer nepenenku komHar. CteHa



31ech OblIa He TIIyXOH, B HEll OCTasiach U3psiiHas iefb CO CTO-
poHbl Kopuaopa. 1 B sToi menn XoibpM 3aCTbll, IPEBPATUBIIKCH
B CJIyX Y HaIpsKEHHO BJIbIXasl BO3/AYX.

[TouTu cpa3y OH MOHsLI, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 MPUTAUTHCS B 3a-
cazge. 3amnax! Jlaxe B 4eJIOBEUeCKOM OOJIMKE OCTATKHM BOJIUYLErO
OOOHSTHHS Pa3INIMIIM TYCTON MEIBEKHMIA TyX TPUOIMIKAIONIETO-
cs1 yenioBeka. [IpsitaTbest OT roctelt B COOCTBEHHOM ABOPIIE OBLIO
Ob1 ynio! Eciiu Ob1 He BuepaiHss Apaka. Ml He TUXHiA pa3roBop,
KOTOPBIN SIBHO HE MpeIHa3HAYAIICA JJ1s1 IOCTOPOHHUX YIIIEH.

— Jlo6aBuTH HA/IO OBI, — CKA3aJI X PUTLIOBATHIN HU3KUH TOJIOC, U
ecyi Obl y XoJbMa cefiuac Oblia IIepCTh, OHA BCTalla Obl ABIOOM.

Oobnanarenpb rojoca ObLT OMACeH — YyThe MPSIMO Kpryajo 00
stoM! A elre oT Hero IaxJio He MeaBeneM, a Kak-To uHaue, 00-
Jiee pe3Ko.

— Kyna 106aBnsith? — mpou3HeC HEIOBOJILHO BTOPOM, B KOTO-
poM XonbM 6e3 Tpyaa orno3Hall crapiiero u3 Mensenein — BOH
OH KaK pa3 max IpaBWJIBHO, COOON caMuM. — $I 3a Takue JAeHbI1
TPOUX HAHATH MOT Obl!

— Tpoux pa3oM B Kpyr HE BbICTaBMIIlb, — YCMEXHYJICS, CYIs
IO TOJIOCY, MIEPBbIA. — A Thl Be[lb HE MPOCTO B I'PsI3U MAPHS MO-
BAJIATH XOYellb. 32 KPOBb IUIATAT MOJOPOKE CUHAKOB. A YK 3a
TO, YTOOBI y BOXK/ISI BCETO OTUH CBIH OCTAJICH. . .

— A3bik npuaepxu! — peikHYT MeaBens. — Yim Besze.

OH paxe He MoA03peBajl, HACKOJBKO TMpaB, U XO0JIbM BO30/a-
ropapwi Marb-Bomnmuuity, 4To Bech ABOpel M Tak mporax Bos-
KaMU, TIOTOMY €ro COOCTBEHHBIH 3arax psiioM C TOBOPSIIIMMUA



He 3ameTeH. [lorpoOyii orpeesnu, mpoires OH 3/1eCh YTPOM WIH
CTOUT PSIJIBIIIKOM, 3aTauB JIbIXAHUE.

— W noGaminsii, uiam pasropopa He OyeT, — PaBHOAYIIHO
Opocui TOT, NepBblii. — MHe MOTOM OeXaTh MPHUJIETCS CO BCEX
nan. Y 6osbiie Ha 3eMiu BokoB He MOKa3bIBaThCs. A XOUYEIllb
JIeHbI'M TT00epeyb, MOTY TIAPHS TOJIBKO Mofipe3aTh. [IpoBansercs
JIOJITO.

— Her, — tsxeno yporws Measenab. — VI3 kpyra oH BHIATH He
JookeH. 3a 310 U 1avy. JlagHo, nodapmo. Ho Tonbko mocie
Jiena.

— Torpa BABOE, — TaK %€ PAaBHOAYIIIHO COOOIIMI PEe3KO Tax-
HYIIMA, 1 XO0JIbM HAKOHEI] OMO3HAJ 3Ty OCTPYIO BOHb.

Pocomaxa! Bot, 3HaunT, koro Menseau HaHUMAIOT, OCTaB-
mmch B cropoHe! U naske He HyXHO ObITh yMHUKOM BpaHrapiom,
9T0OBI COOOPA3UTh, Ubsi CMEPTh UM HYKHa. KOHeYHO, TOro, KTo
MCKaJIeunJI IJIeMSHHUKA BOX 1!

X0JIbM BCIIOMHUJT CKOPYMBIIIEECS] Ha 3eMJie OTPOMHOE TeJIO U
3JI0pPAaJJHO MOHAAESICS, YTO JIEYUTHCS MEP3aBIly MPUAETCA JOJ-
ro, a JJOMaHble KOCTH OYyyT HAallOMHHATh O ceOe BCIo Ku3Hb. Hy,
roctu foporve! XoTuTte NpoaokKUTh pa3BiiedeHre — Ballle npa-
BO!

Mensenp u Pocomaxa yuum gansliie 1o KOpuaopy, a XoJibM,
TIOJIOXk/IaB HEMHOTO Y BBIOPABIIUCH U3 YOEKUIIA, BAPYT MOHSIT,
YTO MIPOCTO BHIMIBBIPHYTh ITUX YOJIIOAKOB C BOIYBKMX 3eMeNb He
BbIlET. Ero cioBo npoTuB ciioBa uyxkakoB AJisi BojkoB, KoHeu-
HO, TOTsKesee OynieT, HO ele OHOM ccopkl ¢ MensensimMu, ia



ellle TaKOW IPSI3HOM, OTEI] EMY TOYHO HE TPOCTUT! 3HAYUT — YTO?

3HauYNT, HY’)KHO JefaTh BUJI, YTO HUYETO TAKOTO OH HE CJIbI-
man! A Korja ero BbI30OBYT Ha MOEAWHOK MO/ KAKUM-TO MpeJ-
JloroM — 00s13aTesIbHO BBI3OBYT, pa3 Yk Pocomaxa roBopui mnpo
KpYT — TO caMOMYy Tpupe3arh HaeMHuKka Meapeneit. Kto nomen
Ha OXOTY, HE PACCUMTaB CUJIbl, MOXKET OKa3aThCs AUYBIO!

Ha mur MenbKHYIa MbICITb, HE IOCOBETOBAThCS Jiv ¢ BpaHrap-
JI0M, HO. .. bpar HaBepHsika 3anpetut aparbes! [lpuaymaer uro-
HUOYIh U 3arpetuT! A MOMIOCTh HAI0 HAKa3biBaTh, 1a U TIPs-
TaThCS 32 XUTPOCTh MJIAJIIIETO MPOTUBHO JI0 TOIHOTH! ToNMbKO
He cefiuac, Koraa u 6e3 toro Bece napuiso! He xBaraer ere, 4to-
Obl BpaHrapy ero BHITACKMBA U3 HEMPUATHOCTEH.



I'naBa 6. Houb nepen rpo3oi

JlHem u BeyepoM XoJIbM TPU pa3a OTIIPABJISLI CIYTY y3HaTb,
JOMa JIA OTel, ¥ KaX/blil pa3 MOCBUIbHBIA OTBEYaJl, YTO BOXAb
ele B ropozie. bpanrapa nocie yrpeHHen Noe3aKy TOXe Ky1a-TO
3arponaj, HO 3TO Kak pa3 ObUIO HEYIWBUTEIbHO, Y MJIAJILIEro
Bcerga xsatajo jaen. Mnm ynusurensHo? Pasee He mosarajoch
Oparty ceffuac KaxIyio CBOOOIHYI0 MUHYTY MTPOBOIUTS C Jlecta-
HOM, ovyapoBbiBasi Peichk n1 yoexas ee, 4to B KU3HM y Bonkos
HET HUYEero CTPaIIHoro?

Crouno XosbMy nogymaTb 00 9TOM, U Ha Jyllle CTAaHOBHJIOChH
myTopHO. OH Benb MpUHSIT pelieHne! A eciu He 0OMaHBIBAThH
camoro ce0sl, peleHre MPUHSUTA 32 Hero, ¥ TIoJesIaTh C STUM HU-
4ero Hesb3sl. /KesnaHHyIo AEeBYIIKY He MOOeAUTh, CJIOBHO Bpara,
B MIOEJJHKE, HE B35ITh OXOTHUYbEN J100bIUel, He MPUHYAUTD TI0-
JOOUTH TOTO, KTO €i He MWL DTO Y JIIOAEH KEeHIIIMH 4acTo Tpe-
BpaIIaoT B paOblHb, M BCE MPHUHUMAIOT 3TO KaK JIOJKHOE, HO B
cepaLe TeX, KTO MOET C JIyHOU, KUBET IUKUU 3BE€Pb, KOTOPHIA B
HEBOJIE UJIM YMPET OT TOCKH, WJIM 00e3yMeeT U BLENUTCS B TOPJIO
TOMY, KTO JIMIIIUJI €T0 CBOOO/IBI.

XonbM omnepes JaAoHSAMHU O MOJAOKOHHHMK OTKPBITOIO OKHA,
BIOXHYJI HOUHYIO lypMaHHYI0 cBexkecTb. Bocxonsias jyHa, ro-
YTH NOJIHASL, KPYIJIOOOKas U XkeJTast, MaHUJIa IEpeMaxHyTh MO/I-
OKOHHMK OJHMM IPbIKKOM, OKa3aBIIKUCh BO BHYTPEHHEM ABOPE,
a MOTOM CKHMHYTh OMOCTBUIEBIIYIO OAEKY — CIyTH YTPOM IOA-



OepyT, UM He BIIEPBOUN — MPUHSTH PBYIIETOCS U3HYTPH 3BEPS,
CTaB UM HE TOJIbKO AYIIIOW, HO M TeJIoM. .. U osruii 6er cHavaia
1O CHAAIIEMY TOPOAY, MOTOM 32 BOPOTa — U B Jiec!

OH jasxe r71a3a NpUKpbLl, IPEICTaBIsAs, KaK MATKas BJlaKHas
3eMJIs1, IOKPBITast JTUCThsIMU, JISKET MOJ MOITHbIE JIallbl, KaK Ae-
CATKYM Y COTHU 3aMaXOB HATIOJHST HO3JPH, a YIIIA HACTOPOKEeH-
HO Oy/lyT JIOBUTHh MaJIeHIyio TeHb 3ByKa... CBoboma! Cyactbe!
3BepurHas MOllb, HE 3HaWoUIas Mperpaj, He MOMHSIIAs TIIYTbIX
YeJIOBEUECKMX OrpaHUUYEHU BpOJe J0Nra. ..

EnBa He 3acToHaB OT pa3zouapoBaHMsi, XOJbM BBIHBIPHYI U3
CJIQJIKOTO MPEABKYIIEHUS U 3aCTaBUI ce0sl YCIIOKOUThCs. berre-
HO CTyuailiee ceplle, FOTOBOe MepeKayrBaTh KPoBb [Uisi 00pa-
IIEHH I, HEOXOTHO 3aMeIAJIO PUTM, HAallPsKEHHbIE MBbIIIIIBI pac-
cnabumch. Henb3st! He ceituac. Bo aBopiie camimkom MHOTO 4y-
’KaKOB, U B JTIOOYI0O MUHYTY OTIIy MOXeT MOTPeOOBAThCSI TOMOIIIh
CTapILEro chlHa, a ApykK1uHe — KoMaHabl Kitbika.

Ho kak ke My4uuTenbHO CO3HAaBaTh, YTO He eMy OexaTh MOJ
TIOJTHOW JIYHOW, CJie/isl, KaK MUMTCSI BIepeau cepeOpsiHast TeHb,
CJIOBHO JIETS 10 BO3AYXY M MaHs: JIOTOHU, NOWMau, OBJiajaen!
Cnenaii cBoeil u cam ctanb — ee! JlloOOBHas urpa, crapas, Kak
MUP, HEBEeJJOMas1 JIIOSIM, UTO YTPATUJIM CBOETO 3BEpsl U C TEX MOp
0e3yCrelnTHo MBITAI0TCS 3aMEHUTh 30B CTPACTH JICHbraMH, BJia-
creio wim HacreM. O, Kak Obl OH JIoroHs1T Jlectany . . .

CkpurnHyB 3yd0amu, X0JIbM OTOIIIEN OT OKHA, Cell Ha KPOBAaTh.
Crowuo Obl 3aXJIONHYTh CTABHU, YTOO HOYb HE TaK CHJIBHO Ma-
HWIA, HO TOTJIa B KOMHATe cTaHeT nynrHo. Ceidyac Obl TOKIA. . .



[TponuBHOTO, C rPO30H, YTOOB MOJIHUM PBaJIM HEOO B KJIOYbs, a
I'POM PYLUIMJICS CBEPXY TsuKeJIbIMU yaapamu! Oter roBOpuJI, YTo
X0JBM poAWIICS B IPO30BYI0 HOUb, HABEPHOE, MIOTOMY TaK JIIO-
6urt Oyplo. A ellie OH Bcerjia MpaydHell, FOBOpsl O TOW HOYH, U 00-
pbIBaJI paccka3 Ha IMOJyCJIOBe.

N XombpM, KOHEYHO, 3HaJI, OTYETO B [JIa3ax OTLA MEYETCA My-
YUTEJIbHOE OECCUITNE, CTOUT EMY BCIIOMHUTb POXKAEHUE NIEPBEH-
ua. B Ty HOub ¢ IpO30BBIMM yAapamMH U NEPBBIM KPUKOM POJIVB-
merocsi Boimuonka ero marsb yiuia HeOGecHsIMU ioporamu B Kpaid
Ho6poii Oxotel. OcTaBuiaa U MyXka, M ChIHA, €JBa YCIEB IpHU-
JIOXKUTD €r0 K TPyId. DTOr0 OTELl HE pacCKa3biBajl, XOJIbM CaM
y3HaJ1 y ctapblx Bosrunil, KOTOpble BOCITUTHIBAINA €TI0 MAJIBIILIOM.

OHu mIs1e1M COYYBCTBEHHO, a TOTOM HIENTAIUCh MEKAY CO-
60i1, 9TO OpavYHBIN COI03, HE TOATBEPKACHHBIN B Xpame JIyHbl 1
Martepu-IIpaponutensHulpl, cyacTbst He TPUHOCUT. 1 Hamo Obl-
JI0 BOXKJIIO, €CJTU YK OH MOJIIOOMIT IEBY U3 UyKOTO KJIaHa, pUHe-
CTH, KaK TIOJIOKEHO, KePTBHI U MPOCUTD OJ1aroCcJIOBEHUsI HA TPO-
JokeHue pona Boskos uyxon KpoBblo. ICTUHHO Beb, 4TO ec-
JIM IBOE JKENAIOT ITOTO MO-HACTOSIIEMY U COI03 JOOPOBOJIEH, TO
pa3nyre uX UCTUHHBIX 3Bepeii momexoi He OyneT. Y netu Toraa
POXJIAI0TCS 3J0POBBIMHU, @ MaTh JIETKO ONPABJISIETCS OT POAOB.

XO0JBM HE 3HaJ, 4TO CJIyYWJIOCh TOI/A, YTO MOILIO HE TaK...
He mor Benp otel noxaneTb AapoB IS Xpama UM He JTI0OUThb
Matb CBOero Oyayiero ceiHa. Ml oHa ero Toxe jo0uia, eciia paau
Yepnoro Bojka, Toraa ere mpocToro BOMHa, OpoIsArd 1 OXOTHH-
Ka, MIOKMHYJIa MOTYIIIECTBEHHbIM KJIaH MenBenen. A orer Moi-



yas. I Ha oCcTOpOKHbIE HAMEKU, U Ha mpsiMble Bompockl. [Toka
HE CKa3aJl OHAXIbI, YTOOB XOJIbM He Jie3 He B CBOE JIEJIO U BCIO
KU3Hb CTapaJsiCsl IepkKaTh CBOETO 3BEPs] B KPEMKUX OKOBaX pac-
cynka. [Toromy 4Tto KpoBb Y HETO NOpY€eHasi, AUKasl.

«[Topyenast kpoBb, — munena Beaen emy CUrpyH, Koraa otua
He OBUIO PAJIOM. — 3BEPEHBIII, TUKOE HYTPO, JI0 POKACHUS TPO-
KJISITHIN. . .» Ho XombM MpUBBIK TyMaTh, YTO 3TO U3-3a €r0 HeTo-
CJIyIITHOTO HpaBa, J]a ¥ He 32 YTO Mayexe JIoOUTh MAachlHKA, Ha-
MOMUHAIOUIETO POJHOMY OTILy O MOTEPsiIHHOM xeHe. CiioBa oTua
CTaJIA yAapOM, BEIOUBAIOIIMM JIbIXaHKe, y X0JIbMa JIaXe B Ila3ax
notemHesio. I BompocoB oH Oosibllie 3a/1aBaTh HE CTall. 3Bepb
TaK 3Bepb. ITO ObLJIA €ro IeCTHAIIaTas BECHA, U XOJIbM YTPIOMO
NO/yMaJl, 4To ObITh 3BepeM sl OOOPOTHS KyJla eCTeCTBeHHee,
YeM YeJIOBEKOM. A BOT cenyac. ..

B nBepb nocryvanu, u cityra, KOTOpoMy XOJbM BeJIe JI0JI0-
’KUTh, KAK TOJIBKO OTEL] BEPHETCSl, OCTOPOKHO 3aIIsIHYJI B IBEPh

— Boxp npuexait, — cKa3ajl OH NOYTUTENbHO. — CXOonuil B Ky-
NAJTBHIO, a cervac y ceosl.

— SIcHo, — 6pocuit XoibM, — Grarogapio.

ZKenanue rpo3bl WM XOTsI Obl IOk Is1 CTAJIO IOUYTH HEBBIHOCH-
MbIM. [lo¥TH, 4TO 1M, B BOAY OKYHYTbhCsI? MOXHO B3ATh KOHS
Y ChE3[IUTh HA PEKY, & MOKHO MPOCTO MOIUIABaTh B MAJIEHbKOM
o3epliie Bo3ie ropoaa. .. OTOrHaB TOCKJIMBYIO jKaxk1y MPOXJIa/ibl,
OH MpPayHO IJISIHYJI B 3aKPBIBIIYIOCS 3a CIIyTOM [1BE€Pb, BCTAJ U,
TMOIPaBUB MOSIC C MIPUBBIYHON TSKECTHIO M€Y, BBIILIET U3 KOM-
HATBL.



«[TomHOYB TpoILIa yke mapy yacoB Hazaj. JlectaHa, HaBep-
HOE, ITABHO CIUT, — JyMaJs XOJIbM, POXO/si PUTUXIITUMU KOPU-
Jopamu asopua. — IHTepecHo, 4to eul cuutcsi? Matbh-Bonuuna,
TIONUTA € CBET/IbIe CIIaJKWe CHBI, a €CId MUJIOCTh TBOSI OydeT
BEJIMKA, IMO3BOJIb MHE MEJIbKHYTh B HUX TEHbIO, YTO CTAaHET Oe-
peyb ee MOKOu. . .»

W3-niog ABepy OTIIOBCKUX MOKOEB MPOOMBAIach MOJIOCKA TeM-
JIOTO JKEJITOrO CBETa, CJMIIKOM sIpKasl [IJI1 HOYHOWM CBEYH, U
XonpM noctyuas. Oterl einie He CIUT, 3HAYUT, MOKHO TTOIPOCUTD
O pasroBope.

— Bxoau, koro npunecio! — pa3ianoch U3 KOMHATHI, U XOJIbM,
TOJIKHYB TSIKEJYIO IBEPb, IEPECTYIIII TTOPOT.

W enpa ymepkaiics, 4ToObl HE TTOMOPIIUTHCS: OTell ObLT He
onuH. K cuactbio, 310 OKa3zanack He CurpyH, HO U bpanrapna
ceifuac BUJETh HE XOTeJoCh. bpaT paccTesnui Ha IIMPOKOM CTOJe
y OKHa JIMCTBl TOHKO BBIAEJAHHOTO NepramMeHTa, MpuIaBuB ero
Mapoy MOJICBEYHUKOB, MOJIHBIX TOPSIIMX CBeUel — OHU-TO U 03a-
psUTM KOMHaTy, Opocasi pe3Kue TeHH.

— A, Xonpm! — ckazan otell, MOJHUMASCh HABCTPEUy eMy C
kposaru. — Kak mooxotuicsa? YTto B ApyxuHe HOBOro?

Oxora? Ipyxuna? Bce 3T0 MOKa3ajgoch TaKUM JAJIEKUM. ..
XoJbpM Jjake He cpa3y BCIIOMHUJI, UTO B CAMOM JIeJie BYepa yTPOM
BepHYJICcA U3 Jieca. M Hayio ObUIO 3aiTH K OTILy cpa3y, HO Buepa
OHM TaK W HE YCIeJIU TIOTOBOPUTSD JI0 YKMHA, TTIOTOM CITy4YWJIach
npaka ¢ Mengenem, 1 yxe ObUIO He 10 Oeces, a ceroas. .. «Ku-
BEM, CUUTAil, B OJJHOM JIOME, — YCTaJIo nmogyMai XojibM, — a BU-



JUMCS Kak J1aJIbHUE COCEU, pa3roBapuBaeM U Toro pexe. U kak
OT/IENIAThCSl OT MBICIIU, YTO OTIY AaXKe 3TH PeIKhe pa3roBOpbl B
TarocTh? Panblie Tak He ObU10? W st ipocTo He 3ameyvan? nm
HE XOTeJl 3aMeyaTh ?»

— B npyxwuHe Bce XOpolio, — cKkazall OH CIIOKOWHO. — M oxoTa
ObLJIa HETJIOXOW. A Kak MpoIes TBOU JeHb, OTell?

— XJIOMIOTHO, — XMBIKHYJI TOT, IIPOXO/s MUMO XO0JIbMa K BO3sI-
nieMycs ¢ yeprexamu bpanrapay. — Jlymaem BOT pucTaHb pac-
HIAPSATH. By/ib y mpryanoB 0oJbIlie MecTa, TAKoro KoHgys3a, Kak
ceromus ¢ Jlucamu, He BIIIO Obl. He pa3onumick kopabnem ¢
Bapcykamu, O6ynTo UM peka y3kasi!

— Peka He y3kas, — oTo3Bajicsl bpaHrapn, yBJI€4eHHO YTO-TO
HaMeuasi Ha KapTe. — A BOT IPUCTaHb — J1a. $l JaBHO rOBOPIO, YTO
HOBBII MpUYaj CTpOUTh HaJo. U He 31ech, a HUXke M0 TEYEHUIO.
3pech pycio cyxkaercs, OyATo OyTHUIOYHOE TOPJIBIIIKO.

— 3aTo OTMeJieil HeT, — BO3pasuJj OTel, CKJIOHSSACh HaJ CTO-
JoM. — Jlaxe B camoe CyXoe JIETO HUKTO Ha MeJlb He CSJIET. ..

[Tpo Xonbma oHM cI0BHO 320bUTH. OH CTOST M CITyIIAJI, KaK
oTell ¥ OpaT CropsT, 3aKJIaAbIBaTh JU HOBYIO IPUCTaHb WJIM pac-
HIUPSATH CTApYyIo, U B ropjie KOMOM cTosiia ooupa. JlagHo, myctb
OH B 9TOM JIeJie He MacTep, TaK Bellb M bpaHrapaa He yuusu cTpo-
UTh U TOProBaTh, OpaT A0 BCErO JOXOOMJ CBOUM YMOM. XOJIbM
He coOupaJcs JIe3Th HEYKJIIOKMMHU JIallaMu Ty/a, TAe HUYEero He
CMBICJIWJI, HO 3TO U €ro ropoj Toxe. EMy moTom 3Ty npUcTaHb
OXpaHsTh, @ TO U OTIPABJIATH BOMHOB Ha Kopabmsx. Ero xe...
IIPOCTO OTOABUHY/IMU. Tak, cI0BHO XoOJibMa YK€ HET B TOPOJE.



CJIOBHO €ro HeT B 3TOU CEMbE.

Bpanrapn, OyATo MOYyBCTBOBAaB HeJIaJHOE, OOSpHYJICS, MaxX-
HYJI PyKOM.

— Wmm ciopa, migae. Yto ckaxenib?

XO0JIbM OUYEeHb XOTEJN OTPHIBHYTHCSI, C YE€T0 ITO UM MOHAI00MII-
Cs1 eTO COBET, HO 3arHaj oouay norityoxe. JlagHo, 9ero yx, cam
BUHOBAT. MeHbllie mporiaiai Obl Ha OXOTe, IJIS/IUIIIb, U OTel] Obl
yarie 3BaJl ero oroBOpUTh O Jesiax.

OH mojomeN v TISTHYJ Ha MOAPOOHYIO KapTy, Tie YePHBIMU
YepHUIIaMH ObliTa 0003Ha4YeHa CTapasi MPHUCTaHb, a KPACHBIMU —
SIBHO pyKoy BpaHrapna — HoBasi, HUXe 10 TeUYSHHIO U IAJIbIIE OT
ropoja.

— O0a npaBbl, — CKa3aJl OH MPAYHO, elle 3/5ICh TO JIM Ha Po-
Jvder, To Jim Ha camoro ceOsi. — Ctapasi prcTaHb yKe He TO-
JITCsI, HO 3/1eCh U mpaBaa Mesko. Bor! — OH yka3as Ha JIMHUIO,
0003HAYAIONIYI0 CTAPYIO MPOTOKY, MEPECOXINYI0 MHOIO JIET Ha-
3a]1, OT pyciia peKU OCTAJIMCh JIMIIIb MEJIKUe o3epIia 1 O0JoTIa. —
Hano nenath 3ampydy Bblllie MO TEUEHUIO U MYCKaTh CIOJa BOMY,
a BBIBOJUTD €€ B OCHOBHOE pyciio. Toraa u B cyxol rojg otMenei
He OyJieT.

— C yma comen? — Bo3amyTuicsi otell. — Mol Te0e uto, BoOpsi,
3arpyabl genath? C 4ero Tl BOOOIIE B3sUI, YTO BOJIA CIOJa TOM-
JeT? DTO ke CKOJIBbKO KONaTh U CTPOUTh — e JIIOAeH B3sTh? A
€CJIM BOjIa CHOBA yujer?!

OH ¢bIpkHYI, 1 X0IbM MOTYa noxan miedamu. Hy na, cun
NPUIIIOCH Obl BJIOKHUTH HEMepeHo! DTo He TO e camoe, UYTOo



MIPOCTO BBICTPOUTH HOBBIN Mpuuai. HyXkHO 4ucTuTh cTapoe pyc-
710, yOupasi Bce, 4T0 BOJIa MOKET BHIHECTU U KOBAPHO MOAKUHYTh
noj JHuIna Kopadneil. Hy’HO cTpouTh Jaxe He 3anpyny, a 1ie-
aywo miotuHy. Y Bonku — touno He BoOpbl, 3HauuT, npunercs
3BaTh ITO yMeJIOe, HO KagHOE TUIeMsl, YTOOBI TIOMOIJIA XOTsI Obl
C Pa3METKOM, a TO U BCIO IUIOTUHY OTAABATh UM JIJI1 CTPOUTEIb-
crBa. CnoxHo. loporo. OKynurcs He CKOpO, a JIIOIA HYXHBI B
Opyrux mecrax. OnsTh OH IIYIOCTh TpUAyMaJ, iHaye bpanrapa
OBl TaBHO TTPETOKHUIT 9TO CaM.

— Orer, a Betb XOJIBbM IIPAB. .. — C OOMIHBIM yIUBJICHUEM CKa-
3a;1 BpaHrapa, 4To-To C JIMXOPaJI0YHOM OBICTPOTOM MoMeuasi Ha
kapre. — lener yiiner, koneuHo! M1 Bo6poB Hano 3BaTh, 6€3 HUX
Hukak. Ho ecimu nonmyuurcs... Thl TOIBKO OCMOTPH, €CIIM TO-
JIyYUTCS, Mbl IOJHUMEM YPOBEHb BOJBI, U 3[E€Ch 1aXK€ TSKEbIE
kopabnm Kabanos npoxomuts cmoryTt! Mul ke y Mensenei To-
I71a TOProBbIM MyTh OTOOBEM, IO Halllel peke A0 MoOepexbs B
roJiTopa pasa omxe!

— Imynoctu roBopute, — HEAOBEPUYMBO POTOBOPUJI OTELl. —
Otkyna Bozia IUIIHASA Bo3bMeTCA? XOTh Ha JiBa pyciia JeJv, XOTh
OIHUM TTyCKail — OOJIbIlIe ee He CTaHeT.

— Craner, — 3aBepu1 ero bpanraps, yasioasch 0 yiieu 1 Bbl-
VIS0 TIOBOJIbHBIM, CJIOBHO KOT, 3aITyCTHBIIHM JIANTy B KPBIHKY
cmeTanbl. — U kak s cam He mogyman?! 3abbu1 COBCEM PO 3Ty
U3JIy4UHY !

XO0JbM MPOMOJTYAIT, XOTSI MOT OBl CKa3aThb, uTo BpaHrapn 3a-
OBbLT MPOTOKY, MOTOMY YTO BPSI/I JIM BUAEN ee BKUBYIO. Jlen y



MJTIIEro NOOMM30CTH He ObLI0, 2 OXOTUTHCS HA TITUILY, KOTOpast
TaM THE370Bajach, bpaHrapn He JIOOW, MpernounTas BCTpe-
YaThCsl C YTKaMU U T'yCsSIMH, KOTJa UX yXKe MoJaiu Ha crol. Bor
Y HE TIOMHUJI O CTApOM pyciie, KOTopoe X0JIbM U3J1a3uil BIOIb U
TOTIEPEK €llIe B IETCTBE.

— W rae o1 panbine ObuT, a7 — MPOYYBCTBOBAHHO BO3MYTHIICS
Opar. — Kcraru, a npaBaa — rae? Kakas myxa Te0s yKycuia, 4to
Thl OT UICTOYHHMKA CaM JJOMOU yexas?

Byaro He moruMaet! XoibM CTUCHYJI 3yObl, TIepesKuIast HaKa-
THUBILYIO 3JI0OCTb, Y BAPYT IOMMAaJI TPEBOXKHBIY B3IJIS MJIAILIETO.
Hy HeT, HUKaK1X OCKaJICHHBIX KJIBIKOB U MIOTEPU YEJIOBEYECKOTO
oOnuka. OH He TOJIbKO 3BEPh, UTO Obl TAM KTO HU TOBOPHII!

W Bapyr ocTpo KOJbHYJIa MBIC/Ib, HEYXKEIU XUTPOYMHBIA U
BcesHatoluil BpaHrapn He pa3HIOXall JaBHbIM-AaBHO UCTOPHIO C
nosiejieHueM XoJbMa Ha cBeT? [loueMy oHM HMKOT/1a He TOBOpH-
m 00 3ToM?

Meicip Obula TakoOW OOJIE3HEHHOW M HEe KO BPEMEHHM, 4YTO
Xo0JbM MOKa OTJIOKUJI €€ MOAAJIbIIE U, PEIIMBIINCH, [JISTHYT HA
oTLA.

— Ham Obl TOrOBOPUTH, — YPOHIJT OH MPOCUTENBHO. — ECiu ThI
HE OYEeHb YCTall.

— A s noiiny, noxainyi! — ToporuBo 3asBuI Opar. — [Joopoi
HOYH, OTell, ellle 3aBTpa MogyMaeM. X0JIbM, U Tede JOOPBIX CHOB.

Bepe:xHO B351B CO CTOJIA JPArOlieHHbIE YEPTEXKU, OH CBEPHYI
UX, Y caMOW JIBepH OINISIHYJICSI Ha XOJIbMa U, KaXeTcs, XOTell
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MPOMOJTYAJ U TOPOILIMBO BbIILEN, a XOJIbM,



OCTAaBIIKCH C OTIIOM HaeWHe, BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBAJI CeOsI OMHO-
KHMM, KaK BOVIH, YbIO CIIMHY B OOI0 HUKTO He MpHKpbiBaeT. C uero
otu rirynoctu? [Ipudem TyT O0¥, Belb OH IPHIIIEST TOTOBOPHUTH C
ponHbiM otioM! Ho 4yBCTBO HE TPOXOAMIIO, CTAHOBSICh TOJIBKO
cuibHee, U XO0JbM TITyOOKO BIOXHYJI BCE TY K€ HOUHYIO JIyXOTY,
MHUMOJIETHO TIOKaJIEB, YTO HE OOMMIICS BOJOH MO MyTH cioa. A
MIOTOM OOEpHYJICS M CHOBA MONMAJT TSKeJIbIi OTIIOBCKUI B3IJISII.

k %k %k

Jlecrana cnana u 3Hasa, 4TO CIUT. DTO ObLT OYEHb CTPAHHBIN
COH, OHa CJIOBHO KayaJlaCh Ha BOJIHAX CJIQJIKOW JPEMBI, HE OT-
JIaBasICh €Ml MOTHOCTHIO, HO ¥ HE MPOCHINasich. BoiHbl yHOCHIN
€€ BCe JIaJibllie, OHU MaXJIA COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM, TOPSYMM ITyIIH-
CTBIM MEXOM, TIPEJIOi JIMCTBOM, rpudaMu U 3eMIIsTHUKOM. CIIoB-
HO OHa OKa3aJlaCh B POIHOM Jiecy Bo3jie Ap3uHa!

[NoguuHssich 3TUM BOJIHAM, JlecTaHa MoBepHYIach Ha KUBOT,
Oy/ATO COOMPAsICh IJIbITh, U BAPYT MOHSJIA, YTO BMECTO PYK y Hee
— nanbl. ToncThie MSITKHE JIANKH, TIOKPHITHIE CBETIIO-cepeOpu-
ctbiM MexoM. OHa NO/IHSIIA UX K JIUILY, YIMBJIEHHO Pa3IJisiibiBast
PO30BBIE MOYIIIEYKY, TAKHUE HEKHBIE, CJIOBHO HUKOTIA HE XOIU-
7 1o 3emJie. Hampsiria nasislibl — ¥ HaJ| MOAyIeuKaMu O1ecHy-
JIY TIOJTYTIPO3paYHbIe JIE3BUsI KOITEM. . .

Huyemy He ynuBisisicb, HO C BOCTOPXEHHBIM YYBCTBOM
MPaBUJIBHOCTUA TIPOUCXOJSIIEro, JlectaHa MoTsHy/ach, BBITHY-
Jla CIMHY. .. Mup BOKpYT IUIbUT KpacKaMM M 3araxaMu, Helpu-
BBIUHBIH, MTOJTHBII HEMOHSATHBIX ontylieHuil! U crosina ona B ka-
KOW-TO HEOOBIYHOM 103¢, Bpojie Obl HA YeTBEPEHbKAX, HO 3TO ObI-



JI0 TaK ynoOHo... EcrectBeHHO!

«Tak BOT Kak 3T0 ObIBaeT? — C TEM K€ TUXMM CJIAJKHM BOC-
Toprom noaymaina Jlecrana. — §I Poick? Hacrostiias Peich!»

YyBCTBO JIETKOCTM M IPAaBWIBHOCTU 3aXBaTWJIO €€ IOJIHO-
cThio, JlecTaHa CHOBa TOMHO MOTSIHYJACh... BOKpyr ObL1 Jjec,
HO, TOXaJIy!, He JieC Ap3uHa. 3[1eCh MaxJjo Kak-To uHadye. bo-
Jee pe3ko, Oonee onacHo? Ee ymm BcTpeneHysInch, OBOpAvYU-
BasACh, 1 JlectaHa MoHsIa, YTO CIJBIINT BOU. XOJIOMHBIN KyTKUNA
BOW, MOYEMY-TO HABOAMBILHIA Ha MBIC/IU O JIyHHOM CBeTe, OyaTO
ObLT MpornuTad M. JlecTaHa nmpuciyImanach — 1 i CTaio KyTKO.
Pa3HexeHHOe yI0BOIbCTBUE, TOJIBKO YTO HAIOIHABIIEE €€ TeJIO,
BMUTI UCYE3JI0, CMBITOE TpeBOroi. OHa MomsiTajack BCKOUYUTD Ha
HOTH, HO TeJIO He cnymanock. OHO He KeJiajio BeCTH ceOs HU To-
YeJIOBEYECKH, HU NTO-3BEPUHOMY.

«1 Poic! — ¢ Hapacraomum yxacoMm nogymaia Jlecrana. —
S mory B30Oparbesl Ha nepeBo! Hukakue BOJKM TaM MEHS He
nocranyt! A mory...»

Ho sanbl, Takue CTpOMHBIE, CWJIBHBIE U YIIPYTHE, TH JIATIbI
0€CIOMOIIIHO My TAIUCh, HE MOAYMHSISICh, & BOM BCe MPUOIMKaI-
Csl — M OHA 3aKpUYaJia, 30Bs Ha MIOMOILIb, HO U3 FOpJia BbIPBAJIOCh
JIMIIIb KaJIOOHOE MSyKaHbe.

Bou nocblmancs coBceM psioM, U BOT MEXIY JE€PEBbIMM,
okpyxas Jlecrany, 3amenpkanu TeHu. Cepble, YepHble, Oeble. . .
Ona npunaza K 3emJje, He B CHJIaxX c/lesaTh HU 111ara, B Hoc Oui
PE3KUI OTBPATUTEJIBHBIN 3allax, ¥ ¢ KA JbIM MTHOBEHUEM yKac
HapacTaJl, I0Ka OHa He 3aKpbUIa IJla3a, CIPATAB HOC B Jlalax 1



ymupas OT cTpaxa. ..

W Tyt Bce mpekpatriiock. To ecTh BOM CMOJIK, HO JlectaHa Bce
PaBHO YyBCTBOBAJIA UyKO€ MPUCYTCTBUE — U coBceM Onm3ko! Pe-
HIMBILKCh, OHA OTKpPbUIA I71a3a U YBUJEJA, UYTO Nepe]] Hei, MOp-
JIOW K TEHSIM, 3aCThLJI YEPHBIM CHIIy3T O'POMHOIO Bojika. Morii-
HOT'0, HANPSIKEHHOTO, CO B3/IBIOJIEHHOM MepCcThio. BOJK THXO, HO
I'PO3HO 3apblvuaJl, PUKPBIBas ee coOoM, — v JlecTaHa BRIHBIPHYJIA
U3 CHa, e[1Ba yjepkaB BCKpUK. C OelIeHO KOMOTSIIMMCS CepiieM
ceJsia Ha roctesid. B OkHO, packpbiToe pagy HOYHOM MPOXJIa/Ibl,
3aris/plBaja NOYTH MOJIHAsA JIyHa, U JlectaHe moka3asaoch, 4To
JIMK ee CMOTPUT HeonoOpuTenbHO. Phich — Tpycuxa, rae ke 3To
BuaaHo? Ilozop BceMy Komaubemy pony!

«51 6ymy crapaTbcsi, — MPOrOBOPKIIa OHA PO ceOsT BUHOBATO. —
Obs3arenbHO Oymy... U crany Hactosmieit Prickio! Tombko st He
3HAJIA, YTO 3TO TaK CTPALIHO».

Omna cHOBa Jiera, CTaparesibHO OTBe/s B3IJIs/ OT JIyHBI U ca-
Ma He 3Hasl, XO4eT JId Bo3BpalieHus 3toro cHa? Tam ObUIO Tak
kyTKo! Ho 3TOT BOJIK, UTO sIBUICS el Ha 3amuTy. .. Eciv Obl OH
TIOBEpHYJICs, OHa OBl CMOIJIa y3HaTh ero, rnpaeaa? XoTs pas3Be
MOT'YT ObITh COMHEHHsI, KTO 3T0? KOHeYHO, TOT, KOro oHa JIoOUT
¥ YbI0 JIIDOOBB MPOCHJIA Y CBSAIIIEHHOTo o3epa. Beap cama Jlyna
CBSI3aJIa UX CYJBOBI. . .»

% %k %k

— Hy, roBopu, — mi1yxo ypoHWUJI OTel], CHOBa OTXO[s OT CToJIa
¥ BO3BPAINASCH K elle He pa300paHHOM MOCTEIH.

I[oka oH caguiics ¥ cTacKMBaJl 3aMIIEBbIE JOMAIITHUE Callory,



XompM rogodupant cioa. TodHee, TbITaICS TIOA00OpaTh, HO B TO-
JIOBY HE MPUIIUIO HUYETo, KPOME OTKPOBEHHOTO:

— Orei, mouemy Thl TI03BOJIMII CUTPYH U3MEHUTH YCJIOBUS?
M1 ke oOemianu Peicsim coBcem apyroe!

— Mp1 obemanu uM OpayHblid ¥ COIO3HBINA TOTOBOP, — XMYPO
orpeI3HyJcs otenl. — U obenianus He HapymaeM. VIx HacinenHu-
1A Jake MOXKET BBIOpaTh, pa3Be 3TO HE BEJIMKOMYIIUE C HaIlen
CTOPOHBI?

— BeiOpaTh, MOMIaTUBIIKCH 32 3TO CBOMM HACJIEJICTBOM ? — €]1-
KO cripocui XOJbM, CTapaTebHO CAEPKUBas 3710CTh. — Thl %ke
MOHMMAeIIIb, Koro Obl OHa HU BbIOpasia, Pricu octanytcs Hemo-
BOJIbHBL. DTO TUIOXOM COI03, €C/IM OH HauMHaeTcsi ¢ ooMaHa.
JyMaJi, MbI UITIeM C HUMH BEpHOM Y JIOJIrOM JAPYKOBI, a C HOKOM
y TopJia Ipy:x0y He 3aBOJISIT.

— YT0 THI MOHUMAEIITh, MATBUYMIIIKA? — €Ille CUJIbHEee HaxMy-
puJICs OTell, U ero MOXHAaThle OPOBH, TSIKEJIO HABUCIIIME HAJT IJ1a-
3aMU, MMOYTH COILIUCH HaJl TiepeHoculiei. — TBoe J1e10 — BOUTh
IPYKUHY, KyJa sl yKaxKy. A JOrOBOpbl OCTaBb TEM, KTO ITIOYMHEE.

— CurpyH 1O ecTb? — 3710 YXMBUIbHYJICSI XOJIbM. — DTO Bellb
He Tol npuaymMan! U ve Bpanrapn. JlaaHo, mycth s Aypak, Xots
TOI/Ia CTPAHHO, MOYeMY Thl TOBepUJ MHE BOMHOB. Ho 51 Bonk u
TAKOM K€ TBOM CbIH, KaK bpaH...

— Bot u He 3a0bIBaii 00 3TOM, IIEHOK Qyp-pHOM! — pa3gai-
Cs1 PIK, U OTell ONepcs JJAJOHSIMU O KOJIEHU, CJIOBHO COOUPAsiCh
BCTaTh. — I TBOIA OTell ¥ BOX/Ib, MHE pelliaTh, C KeM M KaK 3a-
KJIIoUaTh coio3bl. Pricert oH moxkasnesn! Thl 4TO, HE TTOHMMAEIb,



YTO OHM IVIAJAAT MSTKOM JIATIOM, HO AyMAalOT O CBOEM MOJIb3e, a He
o Hamer? Xouemb otaaTh UM bpanrapna? Ytod OH BCIO KU3Hb
cuie]l B 30JI0TOM OLIEMHUKE Yy HOT 3TOM KoIleyku? PricsiM He
HYKEH BOX/Ib, UM HY)XEH CyNpyr 11 uX HacjaenHuusl! S He o1-
Jam cBoero cbiHa Kotam B joMaliiHye 3Bepyiiku!

— CBoero cplHa, 3HA4YUT? — OYEHb TUXO NEPECIPOCHIT XOJIbM,
YYBCTBYSl, KAK CO3HAHME 3aCTWIAET ajiblil TyMaH SIpOCTU. — A s
— KT10? MeHsd MOXHO UM OTHATH?

«TonbKo ObI HEe COpPBAThCSI, — TPEBOKHO CTYYAJIO B BUCKaX. —
TospKo OBl HE BBITYCTUTH HA BOJIO TO, C YeM CaM He CMOTY CO-
Biagarh. MiHaue 51 1okaxy npaBoty CUrpyH, 4TO HE MOTY YIIPaB-
JIATb CBOMM 3BepeM !»

— Toi... — Havan OBUIO OTell, OCEKCA U MaxHyJ1 PyKOH. —
XO0JbM, THI. ..

OH HEMHOrO MoK, HO X0JbM YIPSMO MOTYall, [JIsisl B
yIop, ¥ BOX/1b BOJIKOB 3aroBOpuJ1 CHOBA:!

— Tsl TOXE MO¥ ChIH. XOJIbM, HE AYMam, 4TO Thl HE IOPOT MHE.
Thl KPOBB OT KPOBH U IJIOTH OT TUIOTH MOe# Jiiooumon Maxasu-
... OHa... 6pUTa MOUM cepareM u ayiioi. CUrpyH — COBCEM
apyras. Ho oHa crana MHe BepHOM K€HOW M poAnJia ChIHA, 1 HE
MOTY He IIPUCITYyIIUBAThCS K Hell. [la 1 coBeThI ee Bceraa MyAphl.
XoJbM, ThI %€ CaM 3Haelllb, YTO He TOAMIILCS B BOXKIU. Kbk u3
TeOs1 OTMEHHBIH, HO YIPAaBJIATh KJIAHOM — 3TO HE TO, YTO BOAUTH
JOpyXUHY B IoxoAbl. bpanrap. ..

— 51 Bce 310 3Ha10, OTell, — npepBajl ero XoJIbM TaK K€ HErPOM-
k0. — Ckaxu MHe 4To-HMOyJIb HOBOe. bpanrapn — Oymyrmid



BOX/Ib BonkoB, pasBe 51 Korma-HUOYab criopui ¢ 3tum? Thl 1y-
Maellib, s MOAHMUMY Med poTuB O6para? OH MHE TOpOXKe CaMOro
cebs! 1 u He xoTen HUKOTJa MHOTO yiena, Kpome 3BaHus Kibika.
Ho 1b1 naxe sToro xoueuib MeHs JuiuTh? bpanrapny, 3Hauur,
HE MECTO y Hor Peicu, a Mue?

—ThI. .. 3HaeIIb 3aKOH, — C TPYAOM ITPOrOBOPUII OTell. — Boxk b
NepeaeT KJIaH CaMOMY JIOCTOMHOMY W3 ChIHOBEW, HO KaK BbI-
Opath Mexay Tooor u bpanom? Koro Obl 1 HM Ha3Bai, OyayT
HenoBosbHbIE. Ha BpaHrapna pa3se uto He MOJISTCS KyIIbl U pe-
MECJIEHHUKH, HO HA30BU s1 CBOMM ITPEEMHUKOM €TI0 — U JIPYKHU-
Ha BO3MyTUTCA. OHU XOTAT BUAETh MEU BOX/S1 B TBOMX pyKax.
W Bce npaBbl o-cBoeMy. S Bepio, YTO Thl HE BCTAHEIlb TPOTUB
Opata, Ho norimu, XoipM! HalinyTcs Takue, KTo permmr 3a Teos!
Tol yronen BomHam. Kro-To Moxker nomymars, 4to ecia bpan-
rapaa He CTaHeT, BHIOOp CIYYUTCSI caM COOOM.

— 1 He nmo3BoMI0! — APOCTHO BBIIOXHYJT X0JIbM, Opocasi 1a0Hb
Ha PyKOSATh Meva. — HUKTO M3 MOMX Jiofiei He ocyaeTcs!

— V 1ebs Ha m1a3ax — Ja, — TSKeJI0 YPOHIIT BOXKIb. — A eciu
9T0 OyJIeT CTpena B CIIMHY WJIM BOTYEMOp B KyOke BuHa? A eciu
KTO-TO, KOMY MuJ1 Bpanrapn, pemur, 4to jydiie yopaTtb Te0s?

OHn 3amomnyas, oTBeAs B3MIsAL, U XOJIbM C Myrawouien sicHo-
CTBIO TIOHSIJT, KTO 9TO MOXET OBITh, XOTS OTell CKOpee MPOTJIOTHT
SI3BIK, YeM HazoBeT uMs. Ho cooOpas3uts Jierko. ..

— TeGe ke oHa 1o cepally, — MSIrKO U OY€Hb BUHOBATO MPOro-
BopuJ otell. — Kyna cunbhee, yem bpany, s1 Bellb TO:xe He CIIENOu.
Hy xouers, 51 cam ¢ Heit oroBopio? [locrapaiock yoeauTh, 4to



Thl OyJelllb CJIABHBIM MYKEM HaCIle[HUIIe U Oyaylen Xo3sike
kiaHa. [l{lutom 1 Me4oMm, BEpHOM U HAJIEKHOU ONOPOU. XOJIbM,
BuauT Matb-Bomuuiia, He crout Tede 31ech octaBathes. .. Kinan
packoJiercs mornojaM, U OyJeT KpoBaBasi cBapa, MOKa He OCTa-
HETCS TOJBKO OOMH U3 Bac. A Moxere v 00a nojeusn... Y Pricent
TeOe MPUIETCs HECTAIKO, HO 51 BEPIO, UTO ThI 3aliMellh TOCTOM-
HOE MECTO — U TIO MPaBy.

— CUrpyH 3TOro He MO3BOJIUT, — C TOU 7K€ XOJIOJAHOM SICHOCTHIO
oTo3BaJsicsi XOJIbM, CKPECTUB PyKHU Ha I'Py/AY U NPUBAJMBIIUCH K
crene. — Ona npount Jlecrany B xensl bpanrapmy. U nodbercs
CBOEro, BOT yBUAMIIb. JlectaHa cormacurcsi ocratbcs 3aech. U
KOMY Torja Tbl MeHs nofapuiiib, orery? C KeM 3aKII04UIIb el
OI1H J10roBop? MoxkeT, MHE 3TOro He Joxuaarsca? Bo3smy ne-
cATKa JiBa JIPYKUHHUKOB U3 T€X, KTO CaM 3aXO4YeT, — BCE paB-
HO CuUrpyH MouMm OJIMKHUM KU3HU HE AaCT — U MaxHy B [lukue
3emun. Vinu yiiny B HAEMHUKHM — BCE JIyyllle, YeM B JOMAIIIHUE
3BEpPYLIKU, KaK Thl TOBOPUIIIb. ..

— IIpekparu. .. Xonasmrap-p-pa.. .

XO0JIbM 0 MaMSITU MOT [IEPECYUTATh, KOTJJa OTEll Ha3bIBaJI €ro
MIOJIHBIM MUMEHEM, U 3TO MCIYrajlo CUJIbHEE, YEM PBYILIMICS U3
ropJa BOX/Isl XpUILIbIA phIK. OMyCTUB PYKH Ha IOKPBIBAJIO, OTELl
KOMKaJI ¥ MSUJI €r0 B NJIblax, ¥ XOJbM BOJTYbKMM YYTHEM MOHSII,
YTO €I1le HEMHOT'O — Y 3BEPb OTIIA BHIPBETCS HA BOJIO.

— IloueMy y MeHs1 mOpU€eHast KpOBb? — CIIPOCKJI OH, 3Hasl, YTO
Ha BOJIOC OT CMEPTEJbHOM OIMACHOCTH, €CJIM HE CaMOW CMEPTH.
O60pOoTHY, IPU3BABIIIUE 3BEPsI B MOMEHT THEBA, OOBIYHO COOOM



HE BJIAJICIOT U JIEJAl0T 3TO, YTOOBl HanmacTh. — UT0 cO MHOU He
tak? [Jaxxe CArpyH 3HaeT, a OT MEHs Thl 3TO cKpbiBaelb?! I xouy
3HaTh MpaB1y, otent! U s xody, utoosl Jlectana BrIOMpaa Mex1y
MHO# 1 Bpanrapiom, a He Mex 1y 1000BbI0 U goirom. [Tycts ToT,
KOTO OHa BHIOEpeT, eieT K PrIcsiM, a OCTaBIIMIACS MTPUMET KJIaH
Bouikog, korga mpuzaet TBoe BpeMs. byab cipaseius, oten! Ml
¢ Bpanrapnom 00a 310 3acmyKUIIH.

— Bon! — 3akpuyait otel1, NOGHUMAACH HA TIOCTEJIH, U €T0 Yep-
ThI KICKA3WINCh. — XO4Y€llb 3HATh ITPO CBOK KPOBb? OHa IMPOKJIA-
ta! [IpokJsTa 3Bepem! U He crapaiics Komarth Jajblie, MoOomcs
raeBa Matepu-ITpaponutenbuuiibl. Bon, roBopio tede! dypHoit
LICHOK. . .

OH ynas1 Ha KpoBarh, Tep3asi CKPIOYEHHBIMHU MAJIBIIAMM T10-
KPBIBAJIO, ¥ XOJIbM TOHSIJI, YTO OOJbINIE HUYETO He y3HAEeT, pas-
BE YTO CTaHET MPUYMHON MYUUTETbHOTO OOpaIleH s OTLA U MU-
LIEHBbIO ero rHesa. [IoBepHyBIIMCh, OH MOJIYa BBILIEI, OT JYLIX
XJIONIHYB JIBEPBIO.

Hous yxe mpuOmmkanach K paccery. Emie mapa yacoB — u
3apsi pa3oybercs Mo HeOy, X0JIbM YyBCTBOBAJ 3TO BCEil CBOE
CYTbIO. YCTaJIO MOAYMaJIOCh, UTO HYKHO BEPHYTbCS K ce0e U I0-
cnarb XOTh HEMHOIO. . .

OH cBepHyJ B KOPUAOP, BEAYIINM K €ro KOMHATe, U TYT Ha-
niepepe3 eMy METHYJIaCh TEMHAasl TEHb, & MUTOM PaHbIIE YyThe
JIOHECJIO 3HAKOMBIN 3aMax, FOpsAYUi U TepIKUW. BHITAHYB pyKH,
XoJbM ef1Ba ycries oMMaTh KUHYBIIYIOCS B €70 OObATHS JEBYIII-

KY.



— WMHrpun? — cipocuit OH yauBJIEHHO. — YTO ThI 311€Ch Aeiia-
eb?

— Teds xmy!

Bomnuuiia OTKpOBEHHO MpHKalach K HEMY, IbITASICh 3AKUHYTh
PYKM €My 3a TOJIOBY, U X0/iIbM HaxMmypwics. [IpokisaTee, aToro
eme He xBatano! OH coBcem 3a0bu1... Jla eMy U Hedero ObLIO
0c000 MoMHUTH! VTHTpuj1 puIILia K HEMy cama Toj] Ha3ajl, ¥ OH!
MHOI'Ja BCTPEYaJIMCh, IPOBOJS KApKHUE HOUH, HO XOJIbM HUKOT/Ia
HUYero ef He oOelai, Ja ¥ oHa HU4Yero He Tpedosaia. [IpuHn-
MaJia MOJApKH, CMEIach, TOBOPWIIA, YTO JEJIUT C HUM IOCTEIIb
panu ynoBosibeTBUs. [lociennue napy Heaeslb OHU HE BUJIEHC,
1 XO0nbM Jjake He BCOMHUI 00 VIHrpuil, BEpHYBIIMCH B TOPOI.
Ecnu coBcem uecTHO, OH HU pa3y He BCIIOMHUJI O HEH C TeX I0p,
Kak yBujen Jlecrany...

— NHrpup, nepecransb, ceivyac He BpeMsi, — CKa3aJl OH, IbITa-
SICb OTCTPAHUTD JEBYIIKY.

Ee nMHHBIE TsKesble KOCHI JIEMIM HAa €ro PyKHU TOJICTHIMHU
YEepHBIMU 3MESIMH, THOKOE TEJIO YIOPHO MBITAJIOCh TPUKATHCS, U
XO0JIbM YyBCTBOBAJI CNIAKUI 3arax OJarOBOHMIA, MEIAIOITUIACS
¢ apomaroM camou Bomuuiipl.

— He Bpems? — noaHsiJla OHa K HEMY KPacMBO€ CMYIJIOE JIM-
110. — A Korjia oHo Oyrier, BpeMsi? Sl Buziena, Kak Thl CMOTpEJT Ha
9Ty Oernecyio komiky! Iymaertib, Toi eil HykeH? OHa ¢ bpanrapna
IJ1a3 He CBOJMT, ellle YyTb — U CITUHY HA4YHET BhIrnOaTh, Mep3aB-
Ka JpaHasi. ..

— WNurpup!



XO0JbM BCTPSIXHYJI AE€BUILY, HO TYT K€ OIIOMHUJICSI U OTITYCTHJI
ee TuIeun, caesiaB mar Hazal. Yto ona cebe BooOpasmna?! C uero
BOOOIIE B3s1a, OyaTO XOJMbM €l UTO-TO JOJIKEH?

— Yro — Murpua? — Herpomko npopbruaia Boruuna. — 5 reds
moomo, XoineM! S Oyay TBoelt mapoii! Poxy Tebe mereid, HacTo-
sumx Bonkos! A ona? He nmo3zopbcs, XobM, HE CTEJTUCH Y HOT
stoit geBku! Pa3Be Ham OBLIO IJIOXO BMECTE, MO BOXK/Ib?

Ona cHOBa NONBITAJIACH PWIBHYTh K HEMY, U HA MTHOBEHHE
XoJpM BCIIOMHUII, KaK M 1 B caMOM JieJie ObUTo Xopormo. Kak
WHrpu nackania ero, OCcTaBJisis Ha KOKe OTMETHHBI 3yOOB U HOT-
Teii, Kak BCKPUKUBAJIA MOJ] HUM OT yJIOBOJIbCTBUSI, OOBUBAs €r0
pyKaMu U HOTamH, Kak CJIaJKO LIeJoBaja M IIenTajla ropsiue
TOMHBIE CJIOBA. ..

W 1yt ke BOPYr NOHAN, 4TO Bee mpouuro. [a, Murpup mo-
npexHeMy OblIa KpacuBa W JKeJlaHHa, XOJbM BHJIEN 3TO, Kak
yBuaen Obl mo6oil MmyxunHa. Ho... xenanHa He amns Hero. [le-
BYIIIKA, CTOsAIAsA Nepe HUM, CMOTPSILAsi Ha HEro CO CMEChIO
3710CTH ¥ MOJIbOBI, Oblia 4y)0i. COBEpIIEHHO YYyXOM, CJIOBHO
OHU Y He ObUTM HUKOT/Ia BMECTe.

—IIpoctu, — ckazan XonbM, MATKO oTcTpansis ee. Cril Ha 00b-
sICHeHUsI He ObLJIO, ]a ¥ 9TO TYT MOKHO OObCHUTH? YUTO OH 1O-
4eMy-TO OOJIbIIIE He MOXKET TPEe/ICTABUTh ceOsT HU C OJTHOM KEeH-
IIMHOM, KpoMe ofiHO-equHcTBeHHOM ? ['mymo. Kak Takoe MOxHO
ckazarb apyrout? — [lpoctu, MUurpua, — nosropui oH. — [lycth
Martbs-Bonuuniia gact rede HacTos1ee CuacThe.

OH caenan mar Ha3aj, ¥ JIMIO JEBYIIKY 3aCThUIO KAMEHHOU



MacKOil.

— HenaBwxy, — npommmnena oxa. — Y 1e6s1, 1 3Ty Komiky. Byap-
T€ BbI IIPOKJIATHI!

UM Tak ke ObICTPO OHa KMHYJACh MPOYb, TOJBKO TY(hEJbKH
IIPOCTYYAJIU T'YJIKO IO ITyCTOMY KOPUAODPY.

«be3yMHbIN AeHb, — U3MYUYEHHO MogyMasl XoiabM. — A 3aBTpa
— ApMapka. To ecTb yke CerofHs U COBCEM CKOpO. ..»



I'1aBa 7. boabmias spmapka

— CKOJIBKO pa3 B rofly 3/1ech ObIBAIOT IpMApPKU? — pacCesiHHO
cnpocuia Jlecrana.

Karca konoBaiia Has1 €e BOJIOCAMU, IBITAsICh CIIPATATH CIINALI-
KOM BBICOKO OOpe3aHHYyI0 Mpsi/ib, U BIIOJTOJIOCA INIMIEaa Mpo
HEKOTOPBIX MYIIUCTBIX, KOTOPBIE COBCEM HE JyMAIOT, UTO U I/
Kpomcatb. Mort, He oOuienach Obl BeJluKasi OOTHHSI, €CJH Obl 10-
JIy4msia BOJIOCH HE C BHICKA, a OTKy/Ia-HUOYIb Ha 3aThUIKe. Bee
PaBHO TaM KOCY 3aIuJieTarb. A TYT NOnpoOyil Tenepb, YIOKHU. . .

— Kaxnpn mecs1, npekpacHas, — y4TUBO OoTo3BaJics bpan-
rapi.

Onu ¢ MBapoM cuzaeny 3a MaJEHBKMM CTOJIMKOM y OKHA U
K JaJTu, TIOKa JIEBYIIKY OKOHYaTeIbHO cooepyTces. Koneuno, one-
ymcs 1 Jlectrana, u Kaiica yxe 1aBHO, TaK YTO HUYETO HENPUIIAY-
HOro B 3TOM He Obuto. JlectaHa Jaxe MoAgKpacwia Iiasa, TIna-
TEIBbHO CJeisl, YTOOBI TIOMYIUIIOCh €CTECTBEHHO U CKPOMHO. A
BOT C MPUYECKON HEMHOTO OMOo37ajia, U He JepxKarh ke ObLUIo
MyX4MH B kopuzaope? IBap, BO BCAKOM Cilyyae, HIYEro HOBOIo
HE YBHUMT, OH ¥ JIOMa 4acTo 3a0eras K Hell B KOMHATy Ha IpaBax
ponuya, a bpanrapa. ..

[lepen camoii co6oil Jlectana moriia He MPUTBOPSATHLCS, e
IIPOCTO OYEHb XOTEJIOCh MOKa3aThesA nepes Boikom ¢ pacmyiues-
HBIMU BojiocaMu. Jloma BCe TOBOPUJIM, UTO Y HEE HE TOJIBKO PE-
KU 151 Ppicey LIBET, HO M KPACUBBIM, IOXOKUM HA PaCILIaBJICH-



HOe cepeOpo, JIbloIeecs ITIaKUM | OJIECTAIIIM MOTOKOM. «Ca-
Ma JlyHa TeOs1 G1arocioBwiia, qparomeHHasi MOsi», — TOBOpHIIA
MarTyIIKa, JJACKOBO IJajisl ee 1o TojoBe, U JlectaHa MpUBBIKIIA
TOPIUTHCS 3TUM. XOTsI HEPEAKO JyMasia, uTo JIyylilie Obl BeJTUKast
OoruHs OJ1aroc/IOBHMIIA €€ TeM e, YeM BceX 000pOTHEH, TI03BO-
JIVB TIPU3BaTh CBOETO 3Beps. DTO ObUT ObI Ky/la OOJBIINIA 3HAK
MMJIOCTH, YEM BOJIOCHI.

3aro ceiiuac oHa TO U JIeJI0 YyBCTBOBAJIA OBICTpbIE B3IJISIIBL,
KOTOpbIe Mosiofior Bosk 6pocast Ha Hee, OTBEpHYBIIYIOCS K 3€p-
kaiy. Jlecrana xe nenania BUJ, 4TO BHIOMPAET YKpAIIeHUsI, XOTs
JaBHBIM-JIABHO peIlniia, YTO HajieHeT rmofgapok bpanrapna. Hy u
1eTb C Me/IaJIbOHOM HACJIeJHUIIBI, Ky/a ke Oe3 Hee.

OHna Bzea cepexku B YUIM, cTapasich He memars Kaiice, u
noI000BaIach, Kak cepedpo ¥ KeMUyr OTTEHSIIOT CBETIYIO KO-
Ky... JIJoBko momers Toncryio kocy, Kaiica 3akpytuna ee Jle-
CTaHe BOKPYT T'OJIOBBI, 3aKPEIUB IIMIJIbKAMU TaK, YTO Heyaay-
HO OCTPUKEHHBIN BUCOK COBEPIIIEHHO CKPbUICS MOJ1 TPUYECKOM.
Jlecrana cHOBa B3IJIsIHY/IA B 3€PKaJIO, U €M TIOKa3aJIoCh, 4TO KOca
BEHUAeT ee, CJIOBHO cepeOpsiHasi KOPOHA, a TEMHO-CUHUH IIIENTK
IUIAThsI JIENIAeT JIUIO HexkHee W sipye. Jloma Ui mporyiku oHa
BbIOpajia Obl Hapsi TOPa3/Io MPOIIe, a TO ¥ BOBCE Hajea MYK-
CKYIO OfIeXk[y, He CKOBBIBAIOIIYIO TBMKEHUSI, HO 371eCh CO BCEX
CTOPOH YCTpeMJIEHBI IECSITKY B3MJISIOB, U JIAJIeKO HE BCE M3 HUX
no6psie. [Ipas 661 MBap, 1o ee BULy 1 MaHEpaM CyASIT HE TOJIb-
KO ee caMy, HO M Bech KJIaH Phiceii.

— Hy BOT, MBI ITO4TH TOTOBBI, — Beceso ckasana Kaica, Ha-



JieBasi 30JI0TYIO 1IEMOYKY, MPa3JHUYHO OJIECHYBIIIYIO Ha ee TuIa-
The, TOXE IIEJTKOBOM, HO TIOTEMHee, 1[BETa OCEHHUX TyOOBBIX JIH-
CTbEB.

Poixuie Bosiockl ofipyra coOpasa Ha 3aTbUIKe B B UIMHHBIX
XBOCTa, MaJAIIMX Ha CIOMHY. 30J0TUCTO-KapHe I1a3a ¢ JIJIMH-
HbIMHU U TOXE PBUKMMHM PECHHUIIAMH, POCCHIIb BECHYIIEK — €C-
mu Jlecrany Onarocinosuia Mate-JlyHa, To Kaiicy npu poxaenun
nouenoBas Oten-ConHile, Kak cMesuiuch B Ap3use. U HpaB en
TOXE JIOCTAJICSI BECEJIbIA, COJTHEUHBIN... BOT OBl mompyra Toxe
HaIlUIa 3/1eCh KOTO-HUOYIb TIO CEPAILY, YTOOBI HE MPHUIILIOCH pac-
craBaTbcsi!

Jlecrana mnoimasia 3Ty MBIC/Ib UM pacTEPSHHO IOAyMaa,
HeyKeJI OHa B TIIyOuHe IyIu yxke cmupuiack? Heysxkenu roro-
Ba OTKA3aThCsl OT CEMbU U TMOJIOKEHUS HACIICAHULIBI PAIU 3aMy-
kectBa ¢ bpanrapgoMm? A Beab OH €lle He CKa3asl ed HU CJIo-
Ba 0 MoOBU. KOHEUHO, Y My )KYMH 4yBCTBa HE BCIIBIXMBAIOT, KaK
MOXap OT UCKPBI, YPOHEHHOW B CYXYIO TpaBy, OOT'M CO3[aN UX
CepAle HE TAKUM YYTKUM M OT3bIBUYMBBIM, Kak y keHIIMH. Ho
Be/Ib JOJKEH OH ObUI yXke TIOHSITh, UYTO HpaBuTcs Jlectane?

— A mouemy Tak peko? — paccesHHO CIpPOCUIIA OHA, YTOOBI
XOTb KaK-TO HapylIUTh MOJYaHue. — Bep HEKOTOpble TOBApHI
ObICTPO TOPTATCA. Jla U JIIOASAM HYKHO JIeJIaTh MOKYIKU ropasio
yaire.

— Jlecra, He Oyab IITyNEHbKOM, — MOKPOBUTEILCTBEHHO YJIBIO-
HyJcsa MBap. — KoHeyHO, TOproBisi MAET MOCTOSIHHO, Kak B
moOoM roposie. Pa3z B MecsIl HallM MOYTEHHbBIE Jpy3bst Bomku



YCTPaMBaIOT OOJBIIYI0 ABYXJHEBHYIO SIPMApPKy JJIsl KYIIIOB U3
JAIBHUX KJIAHOB.

Kpacka Opocuiace Jlectane B IeKH, ¥ OHA TIPUKyCHIIa TyOy
W3HYTpPH, YTOOBI He ofiepHYTh MBapa, BHICTABUBIIETO €€ JypPOu.
PasBe ona Bcero storo He moHnMaet? Ee BocnuThiBamm Kak Oy-
JOYLIYIO IPABUTEJIBHULLY FTOPOJIA, @ HE KAaK [TOBAPUXY WU CITyKaH-
Ky! U cnpammBana oHa coBceM He 06 atom! Bot 3auem MBap
BEYHO BJI€3a€T B UYKOW pa3roBop, KOrja ero He nmpocsT?

— 4 nymaro, rocnioxa Jlecrana cnpammsaia He O IOBCEJHEB-
HOU TOPIOBJI€, — HEIPOMKO U C €JBa 3aMETHOM YKOPU3HOU OT-
BeTus Bpanrapn, cHoBa kugas ObICTpbIi B3I B ux ¢ Kaiicoit
CTOPOHY. — Y Hac MOJIOJOM T'Opojl, BOKPYT HE TaK YK MHOTO Je-
peBeHb, U MHOTMe BoJky Mofonry oxXoTsaTcs B Jiecax, a B TOpo[
NIPUXOMIAT TOJIBKO HA IPMApKy, YTOOBI TPOATH I00BIYY 1 TIOMOJI-
HUTH Tpunacel. Kymiam Toxe ynoOHO mpre3kaTh He CIUIIKOM
4acTo U B OIpe/ieIeHHbIN IeHb, Tora BhIOOp ToBapa Oobiie. To,
9TO OBICTPO MOPTHUTCS, Y HAC U BIPAB/y MPOJAAIOT HA PHIHKAX B
mo0oe BpeMsl, a spMapKa — 3TO ClIy4yail KyIUTh U MPOjaTh 4To-
TO JJOPOro€ UJIN PEAKOE.

Jlectana oTBeTMNa €My MOMTYQJIMBBIM ONarogapHbIM B3IJIs-
JIOM, YyBCTBYf, KaK IIEKW IpeJaTesbCku ropAar. A MBapy oHa
ele NpUIoMHUT! Poiuy ¥ COBETHUK AOJIKEH NMOTYEPKUBATh I1e-
pen Bonkamu ee ym, a He BecTH cebdsl Tak, cinoBHO Jlecrana —
HECMBIIIJIEHbId KOTEHOK !

Psiiom deipkHyna Kaiica, CIOBHO IPOUYMTAB €€ MBICIIH, U YKe
OTKpbLIa OBLIO POT, KaK B ABEPb MocTydatu. [ poMKo 1 04eHb Ha-



croitunBo. bpanrapa u MiBap, neperisiHyBIINCh, BCKUHYJIA OpO-
BU, MOKA3aBIINCh BIPYT YAUBUTEIBHO MOXOXKUMHU, HO HE BHEIII-
HOCTBIO, a HEYJOBUMbBIM BbIpaKeHHeM Jiila. Bcera, monogon
Bonk nopoien k gBepU, OTKPBLI €€ U CIIETKa pacTEPSIHHO IMOWH-
TepecoBAJICS:

— A BHI 4TO 37€Ch 32061117

Jlio6oreiTHas Kaiica HeMeieHHO BBICYHYJIA HOC U3-3a CITMHBI
Jlecranbl, KOTOPOH TOKE OUYEHb XOTEJIOCh IOCMOTPETh, KTO MTPU-
11eJ1, HO OHA He peliaiack. BocriuTaHHas eBUIIA HE MTPOSIBIISIET
HereprieHus !

— Oil... — C KAKUM-TO MOJO3PUTETbHBIM BOCXUIIIEHUEM MPO-
TaHyna Kaiica, yxe nogoOpasimich Kk gepu. — Bot 310 Kpacas-
pl!

— I'ocnoxa Kaiica! — B3monmiics KTo-1o HeBuauMbIN. — OKa-
KUTe JTI0OE3HOCTh TIOWTH CO MHOM Ha sIpMapKy?

— Ila-na, okaxute, — MOAAEPKAJl €ro BTOPOM, YyTh 0acoBU-
tee. — TOJIbKO HE C HUM, a CO MHOM.

VY nBepu BHO MPOMCXOIUIIO YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHOE, U JlecTaHa
PELIUTENBHO MOJOIIA, a Bpanrapa, HaMPOTUB, OTCTYMUJT B KOM-
HaTy, 4To-TO (bBIPKHYB, CJIOBHO ObUT He Boskom, a cambiM Ha-
crosimum Kotom. Kaiica nogbodenunach, 3apaB rojioBy, U Io-
CMOTpEJIa Ha MPUILIESbIEB CHU3Y BBEPX, HO TaK BaXHO, 4TO Jle-
CTaHa eJ1Ba He IPbICHYJIa — OHA HaKOHEI| pa3MiIsAieNa, KTO CTOs
C TOU CTOPOHBI IOPOTa.

IIBoe 310pOBEHHBIX BOJIKOB, MOXOXHUX APYr Ha Apyra, Kak
ponHble Opaths. .. Bopodyem, Oparhs Kak pa3 ObIBAIOT OUEHb pa3-



HBIMH, YK TENEepb 3TO el Xopoulo u3BecTHo! JlonroBssbie nap-
HH, YEpHOBOJIOCHIE, JKEJNTOIVIa3ble U OAEThIE B KOXKaHbIE KypT-
KU U IITaHbl, YKPEIUIeHHbIE KOCTSHbIMU I1acTuHaMu. Ha nosice
y 000MX KpacOBAIUCh HAPSTHBIMU HOKHAMU MeUr-OMU3HEIbI C
MPOCTOM JIEPEBSHHOM PYKOSITBIO, a 32 CIIMHON Ha PEMHSIX BHCE-
JI1 MaJIeHbKME LIUThI, KPAeM BbIIVIS/IbIBast U3-3a miieva. [loxoxe,
NapHU W3 MJIaJIIEN IpYKUHBI, €CIU Jake B MPAa3IHUYHBIA JIeHb
HOCHAT JIOCTIEX, 4 CAMO OPYKH1€ HEJJOPOrOe 1 OIMHAKOBOE, TOJIbKO
HOXHBbI pa3HbIE.

I'ocrmogn Apnuc, Korots apyxuHbsl Peicet 1 naBHUM Apyr
OTLA, Kak-To ypoHu 1pu Jlectane, 4yto Xopomuii BouH Oyaer
XOIUTh B JOMOTKaHOM OJEKJAE, HO MeY 3aKaXKET [0 CBOEU pyKe
y Jyudiiero Ky3Hena. [pyxuHnabie oObryan Jlectany Hukorna He
VHTEPECOBAJIM, HO 9TH CJI0BA OHA 3AIIOMHHUJIA. . .

OnHako caMbIM 3aMETHBIM Y BOJIKOB OBLIIO HE CHapsiKeHue, a
UX JIMLA CO CJIeIaMy HEIaBHEN Jpaku. Y JIEBOro, YTO YyTh IO-
HUKE, HOC PaclyX U MPEeBPATHIICS B CU3YIO IPyIy, a MPaBblid,
TIOBBIIIIE, IIETOJIST IOAOUTHIM IJ1a30M, HIETIOUKY KOTOPOTO OKpPY-
’kasa OarpoBast ormyxoJb. Jlectana cpa3y MoHsIa, OYEMy eXH/I-
Has Kaiica Ha3Basla mapHel KpacaBLaMM, U CTApaTesIbHO CHEp-
JKaja yiblOKy.

— JJo6poro yTpa, rocroxa Prick, — GaroHpaBHO MO3/10pOBa-
JIMCh ¢ Heto 00a Bonka 1 TyT ke CHOBa ¢ BOCTOPrOM YCTaBUJIMCh
Ha Kaiicy, cioBHO Jlectanbl pssaom 1 He ObLIO.

D10 yTO )€, oHu npuiLm 3Bark Kaiicy? Ha sipmapky? Jlecra-
Ha YOUBJICHHO IVIsIHY/Ia Ha bpaHrapaa, TOT HEBO3MYTHUMO MOKAJT



IJIC4aMu, " JICrKas yan6Ka CHOBAa CKOJIb3HYJIa 1O €ro KpaCuBbIM

ryoam.

— Jlaxe ¥ He 3HAI. .. — 33JyMYMBO MPOTSHYJIA JIOOMMAsI TO-
Jpyra, IpUIUPUYMBO pasrisAbiBasi SIBHO CMYTHMBIIMXCS TOJ €€
B30POM IpeTeHJeHTOB. — [lapHu BbI, KOHEUHO, BUJHBIE. .. — O0a

Bonka ropno npuocaHwiMch v pacipaBuiM redn. — Bounsl, Ha-
BepHoe? VI3 ipy:xuHbl 7 — BOJKY KMBHYJIU TaK ClIa)keHHO, CJIOBHO
JIOJITO TPEHUPOBATHCH. — HO Kak BHIOpaTh-TO? — IMOUTH KAJTIOOHO
3akoHuma Kaiica, u Jlecrana nocouyscrBoBasia Bosikawm, erie He
3HAIOIIUM, C KEM CBSI3aJIMCh.

— A TB1 060X OepH, — TAXOHBKO TOJICKa3ajia OHa, MCTUTEJIBHO
BcrioMHUB coBeT Kaiichl. — O6a Beb XOPOIIIH. . .

— U Bo3bMy! — HeBO3MyTHMO 3asiBujia Kaiica, CHOBa OKH/[IbI-
Basi BOJIKOB OlLIEHUBAIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM, CIIOBHO pauMUTENIbHAS XO-
3s1iiKa — KyIUIEHHbIE Ha phIHKE OKOpOKa. — Hac, Takux KpacuBbIX,
oXxpaHsTh Hafo! OJIMH 30pKO BUJIUT, BTOPOU 3aTO CJIABHO YYET. ..
Xopolro, 4To Jianbl y o0oux 1ensie. Llensie Beap? — mpuIypu-
JIach OHA, MPUIUPUYMBO PA3IIISAIBIBAS 00ECKypaKEHHBIX yXake-
POB, a MOTOM MaxHYyJa pyKoi, 3asBuB: — Hy, uiem, a To Ha sip-
Mapke Bce 0e3 Hac KyIAT. DTO K Terepb MOXKHO YEThIpe KOP3H-
HBI BCSIKOTO BKYCHOTO HaOpaTh! — j00aBmia OHa MeUTaTeIbHO. —
Pa3 yx Bac 1esbix 1BOe, TAKUX OOJIBIINX U CHJTbHBIX. . .

Jlectana He BblIepXkasia U XUXUKHYJIA, TYT K€ CHOBA TIPUHSIB
CEepbEe3HBIN BU/I M TIOAYMaB, YTO JJOBOJILHO 3ayJibiOaBivecs: Boi-
kM, eciii Kakice moHaioOuTCsl, ele 1 1o TpeTbel KOp3UHe MoTa-
mat — B 3ybax! ViBap HeonoOpUTEIbHO HAXMYPUJICS — OH BOOO-



e mryTku Kaiicel He mooun. A Bpanrapa ycMexHysics U 3as1BUI,
TIONPABJISIsT MAHKETHI IETOIbCKOW KOPUYHEBON pyOaIliKu, MIv-
TOW 30JI0TOM, CJIOBHO OHM ¢ Kalicoi CroBOpUJIUCh OIEThCS O/IU-
HaKOBO:

— TI'ocnoxa Kaiica, He crout OecriokouThes. Bpsn u Hariger-
cs erie onuH Oe3ymelt, YToObl 0OMIEeTh Bac U rocnoxky Jlecrany.
Bropoii pa3 Mbl ¢ X01bMOM TaKOTO HE JIOMYCTHM.

C Xonbmom? Ha JlectaHy CIIOBHO MO0 CTYIEHBIM BETPOM,
OHa 3510KO TIoBeJa Tuiedyamu. JIefCTBUTENBHO, HE CTOWIIO U OXKH-
JaTh, 4TO ee ¢ bpaHrapiom OocTaBAT HaequHe, HO HeyKelu Tak
HEoOXOIMMO Be3/Ie TacKaTh 32 COOON MpayHOro crapiiero Bos-
Ka, U3 I71a3 KOTOPOTO Jjake B YeJIOBEYECKOM OOJTMKE ITISAUT XHUIII-
HBIN 3BEPb. ..

SIpmapka okazasnach HeJlaIeKo, Aaxe He MPUILIOCh OpaTh JIo-
mazed. [IMHHAs npsiMast yiuia, OKalMJIeHHas: TIo 00e CTOpo-
HbI IIBIIIHBIMU JIMTIAMU, BbIBEJIa K OTPOMHOM IJIOIIAI1, U3AAJIEKa
OypJisiiieid MHOTOrOJIOChEM 3BYKOB, OT KOTOpBIX JlectaHa ciierka
noMopumiIack, a Kaiica m BoBce norepria yum JIaJ0OHsMHU.

— Bort, 60mbIII01 TOProBbIii JIEHb! — ¢ TOPIOCTHIO CKa3aJl OJIMH
13 BoJKOB, CI0BHO sipMapKa MpUHaJIexaa JU4HO eMy, a bpaH-
rapj ¢ yJblOKON KUBHYJL.

— C HEeNpPUBBIYKY 3[ICh IIIYMHO, — TI0OOABUJI OH MSTKUM U3BH-
HsomuMcst ToHoM. — Ho ckopo cranet notwiiie. B niepBbiii ieHb
TOPrOBJISI HE TaKasi Y OoJiblliasi, BCE TOJIbKO MPHUIIEHUBAIOTCSI.
BcerpeuaioT crapbix qpy3eii, 0OMEHUBAIOTCS HOBOCTSIMU. .. B Ka-
KUe Psifibl YTOAHO MONTH MPEKPACHBIM JeBaM ?



— Yro 3a Borpoc? — ycmexHyJicsa MBap. — 1o ke neswl! Jle-
CTa, XOTb HaIlM X035ieBa 1 ObUIM TaK JIOOE3HBI, YTO BO3MECTH-
71 Tebe TOTEPI0, HO 1 TOXKE XO4y MOPafoBaTh CBOIO CECTPUILY.
C yero HauHeM, C YKpallleHUH WM TKaHel? A MOXeT ObITb, C
61aroBoHUI ?

W cHOBa ropsumii HEMPUSATHBIA KOMOK 3JI0CTH MOAHSUICS OT-
Ky/1a-To u3HyTpu Jlecransl, Meras oOpaioBarbes. MBap, koHeu-
HO, ITPOCTO XOTEJI CIIENIATh €1 PUATHOE, HO KaK Y HEr0 CHOBA I0-
JIy4MJIOCh, 4TO JlectaHa — JIerKOMBICJIEHHAS IEBUIIA, TyMalollast
TOJILKO O HapsijiaX U MOOPSKYIIKax? A CKaXH, 4TO el I0ca/HoO,
JIBOIOPOJIHBIN Opatell MOJHUMET y3KUeE pbhKeBaThie OPOBH, IJIs-
HET yAMBJIEHHO M CaM €llle pacCTPOUTCS — OH BeIb KeJlaJl Kak
nyuiie! Kakyio AeByIlIKy He opaiyeT y30puaThlil IEJK, MATKUIA
Oapxar unm aparorieHHoe oxepenbe? Jla Jlecrana Ol ToXe 00-
pazoBaiach, HO. ..

— l'ocnonun bpanrapn, — nonpocuia oHa, crapaTesibHO He 3a-
Meuast OOMKeHHO mokareix ryo MBapa. — [Mokaxure Ham, yem
Toprytotr Bonku? §1 xorena Obl yBUIETh TO, YTO MOXKHO KYITUTh
WMEHHO 37I€Ch.

— C pagoctblo, IpeKkpacHas, — JIETKO MOKJIoHWIcs bpanrapg
U cHOBa ynbiOHYJCs. — [IpaBaa, Bamn moOe3HbIl Opat Bpsi v
HAUJIET B 3TUX psAJaxX JOCTOMHBIMA Bac nogapok. JJoporux Tkanen
W yKpalleHud Mol He fenaeM. Ho otdyero Obl He MOCMOTPETH?

OH niepBbIM IPOIIIE MO PyO0 CIIOKEHHOW KAMEHHOU apKOM,
oTMeyvarllel rpaHuipl miomanau, u Jlecrana ¢ Kavicoit momuim
CJIEIOM, KPEMNKO B3SIBIIKUCH NOA pyKu. HOBOSIBNIEHHBIE yXasKephl



Kaiicbl Ha HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUH 3aMSLUTUCh, KaXIOMY XOTEJIOCh
UJITH PSZIOM C HEell, HO cpasy y 000MX 9TO He MOydJanock, 1 Bos-
KM, HE3aMeTHO, KaK OHU AyMaJid, TUXHYB JPYT Ipyra riedamu,
HakoHell 3ammaraiu cOoky ot Kaiicel. OuH — HEMHOTO BIiepeau,
BTOpOW — 4yTh Mo3aau. Kaiica 1i1a Mom4a u ¢ HEBO3MYTUMbBIM
JIMLIOM, TOJIbKO B IJIa3aX y Hee IUISICAJIM CMEILIUIMBBIE SIHTApHbIE
UCKPBI.

A Bpanrapa... OH okazaics psiioM ¢ JlectaHoid, Tak O11M3KO,
YTO OHA MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOHKMI 3amax OnaropoHwuii. «HaBepHoe,
3TO OT pyOAIlKH, MK XOPOIIO JePKUT aPOMaThl, — B CJTaJAKOM
pacTepsiHHOCTH nogyMmasa JlectaHa, HaJesich, 4TO XOTh ceidvac
He MoK pacHeeT. — M Kak e MPUSATHO, YTO OH JTIIOOUT YUCTOTY, Kak
u Poicu. Hukako¥ TeHr cOOCTBEHHOTIO 3araxa, HI4ero pe3Koro u
OCTPOTO, Ja’ke BOJIOCHI CJIOBHO CaMH COOOH YJIOKEHbI MATKUMHU
aAKuMK BosiHamu. He To 4ro...»

Ona oznepHy:a ceOs1, Be[lb peluia J1a)ke B MbIC/IM HE TyCKaTh
XosnbMa, 4ToOBI He MOPTUTH ceOe HacTpoeHue. He mymats o crap-
IIEM ChIHE BOX/[$1, CJIOBHO €0 BOBCE HET!

— IlpekpacHas, Bac 4YT0-TO OECIIOKOUT? — HETPOMKO U Y4acT-
JIMBO cripocuil Bpanrapa, noka oHU UM MEXAY AJIUHHBIMU Psi-
JlaMU, TJIe TOPrOBaJv €/I0M.

KorrueHsle 1 BsJIeHBIE TYIIU, CBSI3KU MITHIIBI U PHIOBI, TIINHS-
HbIe ¥ JepeBsHHbIe OOYOHKHU C KOIOACaMU, 3aJTUTBIMH KHUPOM.
3aech naxJio Tak BKYCHO, 4TO y JlectaHbl rojioBa 3akpykHiiach,
a POT HAIOJHWIICA CTIOHOW. 3psi OHA YTPOM CheJia OfIUH TOJIbKO
NMPOKOK, TOPOIUIMBO 3anMB ero MojaokoM. Ceityac Obl BO-0-OH



TOU TPYAVHKM. .. 3alyCTUTh B Hee 3yObl U JKaJHO keBaTb, ypua
OT HaCHaKACHHUSA. .. I HUKAKUX JparolieHHOCTE! C IIEJIKaMU He
Has10! A cOOIa3HUTEIbHBIE Psi/Ibl BCE HUKAK HE KOHYAJHUCH, U Jle-
CTaHa UCITyTrajach, YTO BOT Ceiuac y Hee HeMPHIIMYHO 3a0ypUuT
B J)KMBOTe, a Y BOJIKOB ciiyX He HAMHOTO XyXe, ueM y Poiceit. [o-
30py-To Oyrer!

— Her, H14ero, — TOpoIIMBO OTBETUJIA OHA, MBITASICh OTBJIEYb-
Cs1 OT YMOIIOMPAYUTENbHBIX 3aI1AXOB CO BCEX CTOPOH. — 4. .. m10-
X0 craja CerofgHs1 HOYbIO.

W nonsna, 4to ckazaia npapny. Tsskelsble cTpalllHble TPE3bl,
3a0BbIBIIECS TIOCNIE MPOOYKICHHS, BAPYT BCIUIBLIM B TaMSITU
Tak pe3ko, uto Jlectana naxe 3abbina mpo roson. KyTkuil Bos-
YUl BOM, MEJIbKAIOII1e MEX]y JePEBbEB CUITYITHI. ..

— Bac kTo-10 nmobecrnokomn? — Haxmypwuiicst bpanrapy.

— Her-Her!

Jlectana oTyasiHHO HMCKaja CJOBa, YTOObI OH MOHSUT: HUYEro
0COOEHHOTO HE CITyYWJIOCh, HO e MPUsTHA ero 3a0oTa.

— MHe CHWIMCH BOJIKM, — CKa3ajia OHa, CTapasich, YTOOBI 3TO
po3ByYasio 6e33a00THO. — Huuero yauBuTenbHOro, pasaa? A
s1 BO CHe OblTa PBICHIO U XOTeJIa 3aJ1e3Th Ha JIEpeBO, HO, KaK Ha3Jo,
HE MOrJa. ..

— B ObutH poIcHIO? — TIpocusi Bpadrapa, cJI0BHO OHA cKa3a-
Jla 4YTO-TO OYEHb MPUATHOE. — DTO K€ MPEKpacHO! 3HAYUT, Balll
3Bepb 30BeT Bac! OH MIIET Bac U BOT-BOT HPUAET. DTO UyJec-
Has HOBOCTb, rocrnoxa Jlecrana! §I gymaro, y CBAIIEHHOTO 03epa
Martp-JlyHa ycipliasa Baly mpochObL.



— O, Jlecra, npaBaa? — noeepHyJach Kk Hell Kaiica, Toxe pa-
JOCTHO pacIvpuB ra3a. — Ommmunbi 3Hak! {1 ciplinana, 38epb
BCEr/ia MPUXOAUT CHavasia Bo cHe. SI-To cama He TIOMHIO. . .

HencrBurensHo, Kaiica, kak 3Hana Jlectana, BnepBble IpeBpa-
TUJIACh €Ille COBCEM KPOXOW U B TAKYIO CTPAILIHYIO MUHYTY, YTO
Jlecrana nmocneniHo cxana ee JagoHb, OTBJIEKas MOAPYTY OT BOC-
MOMUHAHU.

— Xopor1o Obl! — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA.

Tenepb KyTKUN COH yKe He Ka3ajcs Takum MpauHbiM! Eciu
Y MpaBJa 3TO €€ 3BepPb 30BET YEJIOBEUECKYIO CYTh. ..

— bBparenr! — obepnynack ona k UBapy, uaymemy psaoMm u
YyTb 1103a/14. — Thl Be[Ib TOXE JI0JT0 HE MOT NPU3BaTh 3Bepst. OH
teOe cauics? — Y emyTriiack, todasus: — [Ipoctu, 4To HaroMu-
Halo.

— Huuero, — poBHO oTkiMKHYJICA MBap. — [a, g Toxe cHavana
yBujien Peick Bo cHe. TouHee, cebst — Prichio. Xopomuii 3Hak,
cectpuIia, aa 6marocnoBut Tebs JlyHa.

OH obonpsiorie yineiOHY/ICs, U JlecTaHe cTajio CTBHIIHO, YTO
OHa TaK 4acto oOwkaercs Ha MiBapa. OH Beflb U MpaB/a ee Jio-
OUT. A 4TO MHOT/IA OTHOCUTCSI CHUCXOAUTEIIBHO, HY TaK 3TO I0-
TOMY, YTO CUMTAET ee MJaiien cecrpuiiei. I oH gercTBUTENb-
HO CTapaeTcs 3aMeHUTh el Opata, XoTs. .. HeT, koHeuHo, Dpnuca
HUKTO He 3ameHuT! Ho 06 3TOM TOXe HEe CTOUT yMaTh, a TO OHa
CHOBa pacruiauercs. .. IBap — Toxe ee O6par! I1ycTs 1 He pogHOi,
HO TaK JIM 9TO BaXHO, €CJIM OH 3a00TIMBHINA U 00Ammi? Bor
Kaiica et mo kpoBu BoOOIIIe HE pOIHAsI, HA Ha KaIeIbKy — 1 94TO?



Jlecrana He noxenana Obl ce0e HUKAKOUM Pyroil CecTpbl, Kpome
Hee.

— A BOT ¥ HalM psifp!!

Bpanrapn B3MaxHys1 pykoi, 0OBOAs JUIMHHbIE, YXOIAIIe Ha
Jpyroi KOHell IJIONaIy MPUJIaBKH, 3aBaJIEHHbIE CBSI3KAMU Me-
xa... Jlectana Bujena 3as9bM, JIMCHHU, MEIBEXKbH U OApPCyUbH
Ky pbl. He G110 TOJIBKO BOIYBKX — HO 3TO U IMOHSTHO, HUKTO HE
CTaHeT B 3/IpaBOM YMe OXOTHThCS Ha Omvkauinyo poaHio. MHo-
raa OOrMHS TIOChUTaeT 0OOPOTHIO TIOSAMHOK C €0 POJIOBBIM 3Be-
PeM, HO He PaJy ebl UJIM HAKUBBI, a TOJIBKO CBSIIIIEHHBIM PUTY-
aJioM.

3nech Toke 3aMaH4YMBO NaxJjo, u Jlecrana cMyTHO mopasu-
Jlach, KaKk y Hee Mo4YeMy-TO MOMEHSIMCh BKychl. Hukorna 3amax
IOyOJIeHON KOKU WU BBIJEJIAHHOTO MeXa He Ka3aJiCsl el TaKhM
yx npusaATHBIM. Ho ceituac. .. PoT moyemy-To CHOBa HAITOTHUIICS
CITIOHOM, CTOWJIO pasmisijieTh Ha ONMKaillleM MPUIaBKe CBA3KY
OEJIOCHEeKHBIX 3asTYbMX IIKYPOK... la uto ke 310 Takoe? Bemb
He MsCo!

Ee OynTo nornaauiy MArKoW MyIIMCTOM JIaro Mo CuHe, Ur-
puBo u jerko. U Jlectany ocenwio! Poick! U BripaBay ee Poich
PAIOM, OHA TOPOMUTCSI K CBOEH YeJIOBEUEeCKOM MOJIOBUHKE. . .

CrnoBHO 3aBOpOkeHHas1, JlectaHa ABUHYJIACH K MPUIABKY, HE
oOpailiasi BHUMaHKS Ha TOProBlIa, 3ayCTUIIA MBIl B HEXHBIN
6enblii Mex. HaBepHoe, eil TOKHO ObLIO CTaTh CTBIIHO, HO YEJIO-
BEYECKHME UYBCTBA BAPYI OTCTYNWIU JAJIEKO-AAJEKO, a Majbllbl
HAMpSArIUCh, U Ha MUT JlecTaHa yBujena, Kak OHU YIJTMHSIIOTCS



M30THYTHIMUA OCTPbIMU KOTTSIMH. . .

OHna BCTpsIXHYJIa FOJIOBOW — HaBaXJIEHUE CHAJIO — U CMYIIIEH-
HO YJIBIOHY/IACh HEMOJIOZIOMY cefloBacomy Boriky, crosiiemy 3a
MIPUJIABKOM.

— AX, Kakasl KpacaBuna! — pacribuicsi TOT B yibiOKe. — Thl
e Kollleuka, BepHO? Moii ctapblii HOC MeHsI He 0OMaHBIBAeT?
Kakas cBemienbkas Poich, mpocto cHexkunka! Uto, 3aiiuaTUHKA
3axoresnoch? [Iis Takoi KpacaBuiibl Jiydiiive MKypsl! Colibelb
cebe 1ryoOKy, Oyzenb ere Kpaiie! A MOXer, Hy UX, 9TUX 3aiiieB?
Mex 3uMHWMIA, HO BeJb OpOCOBBI. CMOTpH, UTO y MEHsI eCTb!
JJ1s1 IeBYIIKY C TAKUMH TJ1a3aMH TOJIBKO camoe Jrydiee!

Ha npuiiaBok Jiery MArKre TEMHBIE IIKYPKH, B COJIHEUHBIX
JIy4ax 3aurpaB 3010TUCThIMU Onukamu. Coborb! Penkoro okpa-
ca, moporoii! Toproseri ropro yabidascs, noka bpanrapa u Map
CO 3HAHMEM [IeJia MSUTH IIKYPKH, OLIEHUBAS BbIJIJIKY, a IAPHU U3
Bomnubelt ApykH1HbBI HACYITUIIUCH, JaXke HE MOIXOAs K PUJIaBKY.
[Toxoxe, UX KaJoBaHbsl HA ITYOKY U3 TEMHOTO COOOJS HE XBa-
THJIO OB

Jlecrana pactepsiHHO yabiOHYTach. CoOONb OBUT TPEKpaceH,
HO 3as4bl0 LLIKYPKY U3 PYK BBIIIyCKaTh He XoTesnock. [Ipocto He
xotesioch — 1 Bce! Kaiica, cooOpa3uB, 4To ¢ HEM TBOPUTCS UTO-
TO HeJIaTHOE, MATKO 3a0pajia HeCUACTHBIN MEXOBOM JIOCKYT U3 ee
naJiblieB, MIEMHYA Ha yXO:

— Jlecra, Bce xopomio? V 1edst BUa, OyATO ThI ceiyac 3TOro
3aiia 3yoamu. . .

Jlecrana moutn ¢ yxacom nomortasa rojoBod. Her! Oma,



KOHEYHO, *kJlaja cBO PbICh ¢ HeTeprnieHuem, HO MpPeACTaBUTD,
TOJIBKO MPEJCTABUTh, UTO OHA, BBICOKOPOAHAS IEBYIIKA, HACIIE/I-
HUIIA KJIaHA ¥ oOpaser] Jyisl MoJpakaHus, MOBeJeT ceOs KaK Ju-
Kkuit 3Bepb? UTo ckazasna Obl MaTyIka?!

— Tak! — HeoxuaanHo pemmna Kaiica. — Cpouno kopmuts! 1
9YT00 HH CJIOBA O MPUIMYUSX, TOHATHO? DA, rocniona Bomku!

Omna o6epHysIach K BCTPENEHYBIIUMCS TPYKUHHUKAM U TPH-
Kazasa:

— CniacuTe IByX IOJIOIHBIX JIEBUL] KYCOUKOM Msca! A erue xJie-
OyIIIKa CBEkero. .. Hy U 4ero camu rpuaymMaere. A TO Bac MOKY-
caem. P-p-p-p-p!

[lapHu omaneno ycraBWIMCh Ha Ipo3HO pelvaiyio Kaiicy u
TaK € CJaKEHHO PACIUIbUIMCh B YMHJIEHHOW YIIBIOKE, a MOTOM
BIIPYI MCYE3/IM B Tojme. JlectaHa moAHsuia JIAAOHU K LIEKaM,
MeuTasi MPOBAIUTLCS CKBO3b 3eMJII0, ToTomMy uTo MBap ¢ bpan-
rapaom, OpocuB MeX, 00eCIIOKOEHHO TTOBEPHYIIUCH K HEM.

— Huyero. .. — nporoBopuia oHa. — 9TO TaxK...

CHoBa 3akpyxuiach rojiopa, u Jlecrana Buenmiack B JIOKOTb
Kaiicpl, a mOTOM psIIOM BIPYT OKa3alach BbICOKAs JIEPEBSIHHAS
CKaMeilKa, Ha KOTOpYIO €€ UyTh JIU He CUJIoN ycaaui bpanrapa.
Cenosnaceiii Bojik BbITaImI u3-1oj MpuaBka Kakou-To CBep-
TOK, pa3BEPHYJI, U JlecTaHa 4yTh He 3aruiakajia — OT KycKa msca,
32KaTOr0 MEXJy BYX TOHKMX JIeMelleK, MOIIbUT CBOJSIINANA C
yMa 3arnax.

— Eliib, KUCOHBKA, — MPOTsAHYJ er Toprosel eay. — CoBcem
OJieTHEHbKAS, pa3Be TaK MOXHO? 3Bepsi HyXKHO XOPOIIO KOp-



MUTb, HHA4Y€ OH TeOs1 U3HYTPH I'pbI3Th HaYHeT. Eiib ckopee!

He B cunax otkasarbcs, Jlectana apoxaiymu najisLHamMu pu-
HslJIa YTOIIEHWE U BLIETIWJIACh B HETO 3y0amMu. DTO OKa3aloch ca-
Moe BKYCHOe Msico B ee ;xu3Hu! [lonyceipoe, nuiib ciierka rnpo-
KOIMYEHHOE B KAKUX-TO AYIIUCTBIX TPABaX, KUPHOE U MSTKOE. ..
Hukorna enn HpaBuiiach Takas ena! A cenuac Jlecrana egsa cnep-
’KMBAJIACh, YTOOBI HE ypYaTh U HE BHITh HAJl HE, KaK TUKasl KOIII-
ka. Moe-y-y-y... Mslyco-0y... May-y-yJo. ..

OnoMHUJIaCh OHA TOJIBKO, KOTJa MOCTETHUI KyCOUeK CTpe-
MUTEJTBHO MPOBATAJICS B KeTyIOoK. BeiTepiia OrecTsiue masbiibl
noiaHHbIM Karicoi riaTkom u skaioOHO 00Besia B3IJIsJ0M CBOMX
cryTHUKOB. Karica mmpoko 1 pagoctHo yabidanach, bpanrap. ..
Ha ero ryoax Toxe Oblia yablOKa, caepkanHasi, Ho Teruias. [naza
WBapa Oectenu pKo, Kak ABa STHTAPS. ..

— Hy nakonen-to! — BeigoxHysa Kaiica u nornaguna ee mno
roJIoBe, CJIOBHO pedeHka. — Criopym, U mapsl JAHEH He MPOMeT,
KaK Thl 0OepHeIbCs ?

— 310 *¢... Bce Poich, na? — npomenrana Jlecrana, cropas ot
cTbiia, 1 Kaiica kuBHyna.

[Toka JlecraHa, CrOXBaTUBIIUCH, BhITHpasa TyObl yxe coO-
CTBEHHBIM ILJIATOUYKOM M3 MOSICHOW CYyMOYKH, IpUMyYaiuch Boi-
kM. 3arsaneiBas Kaiice B 1a3a v pa3Be 4ToO XBOCTOM HE BUJIASA,
Ja U TO JIWIIb TIOTOMY, YTO B 3TOM OOJIMKE €ro He ObLIO, OHM
rOpIIO MPEIbsIBUIIN KOP3UHY CHEIN, KOTOPOI XBAaTHJIO ObI HA JTI0-
JKHUHY TOJOMHBIX 000poTHEN. JlectaHa TONMbKO B3JOXHYNA, TSI,
KaK Mofipyra JeJOBUTO KOMAeTCsl B KOIMTYEHOU IPyANHKE, KycKax



OKOPOKA M CAMBIX Pa3HBIX KOJIOACKaX... BOT KoMy Obl ynpaBisiTh
kiaHom! U kak Tonbko Kaiice ymaercss KOMaHIOBATh OKpYKalo-
MU TaK, YTO OHU TOTOBbI HAW3HAHKY BBIBEPHYTHCS, JIUIIL Obl
et yroquth? U, rmaBHOe, ¢ YIOBOJLCTBUEM !

Ot npuneceHHoro JlecraHa, KOHE4HO, OTKa3ajach. B3asia
TOJBKO OOJIBINIOE Crenoe sSI0JI0KO, YTOOBl He OOMKaTh CTapaB-
IIMXCS TAPHEU, HO U €r0 YKPAJKOU CYHYJ1a B CyMOYKY-KOIIEIb.
Kaiica xe, o106pyB prHECEHHOE, MTHOBEHHO Halllla KaKOro-ToO
MAPHUIIKY U BeJieJia OTHECTH KOP3UHY BO JIBOpEIl, MOSICHUB:

— Beuepom cpreum! — VI MusiocTuBo 100aBMIIa CBOUM TIO-
KJIOHHUKaM: — BbI Toe MpuxoauTe.

3a Bcell 310l cymaToxoil Jlectana ea 3ameTuia, Kak bpan-
rapi 0 4eM-TO MEPEroBOPUJI C TOProBIeM, CIIACIIUM ee OT TO-
JIOMHOTO OOMOPOKA, a TIOTOM ToMMasia 0OECTIOKOEHHBIA B3IJIS/T
NBapa.

— Mosket, BepHeMcs? — THXO cripocuil Oparell, HO Jlectana
yIpsIMO MOKavyaJia roJI0BOM.

— Xouy yBUAETH IpPMapKy, — CKa3ajia OHa C HEMU3BECTHO OTKY/1a
B3SIBLIMMCS yIpAMCTBOM. — Bee xopormo, MBap!

[Mo6naronapuB ynbiOKoi 1 qooporo Boska, 1 MonoapIx Apy-
KMHHUKOB, OHA BCTaJIa ¥ C YUBJICHUEM TOHSIA, YTO YYBCTBYET
ce0s BemkonenHo! Kakast tam cmabocts? Eii Obl ceiiyac monpsi-
raThb, mooeraThb, MOBAJIATHCS MO TpaBKe. .. KaxeTcs, Hy)KHO OBITh
OYEeHb OCTOPOKHOU, UTOOBI OTAENSITh CBOM XKEJNAHUs OT CTPEM-
JIeHu# 3Beps!

OHu npoum 0 caMoro KOHIA JUIMHHOTO psja, v JlecraHa ¢



BOCTOPIOM Pa3IiisiIbIBaJIa BCE BOKPYT, HACIAKIASICh 0OOCTPUB-
HIMMKCS YyBCTBaMH. 3BYKHU, KPAaCKU U 3aMaxy CIUBAUCH BO-
€/IMHO, M Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO €C/IM OHA 3aKPOeT IJla3a — U TorJa Bce
OCTaHEeTCS SICHBIM. .. 3a psiiaMyd MEXOB TIOIUIN TTPUJIABKH C yXKe
rOTOBBIMU M3aeusAMH. [1osica ¥ HOKHBI, KOIIEJIbKH, IIKATYJIKH,
00yBb. .. Jlectana mpocto JmodoBasack, a Kaiica Brienuiach cHa-
yajia B CyHAYYOK M3 TUCHEHOW KOXH, a TIOTOM 3aMepiia BO3Jie
KOCTSIHOM MO3aMKH C UTpaoIIMMHK Ha iepese Oenkamu. Ho korma
OHA TIOTSIHYJIACh 32 KOIIeJIbKoM, BpaHrapn Bo3MyIlieHHO BO3pa-
3WT:

— T'ocnioxka Karica! Kak moxH0? BbI Halia roctbs, 1 g c4acT-
JIMB, €CJIM BaM UTO-TO TIPUTJISHYJIOCH !

OpHako CBOM KOIIIeJIeK OH JOCTaTh Toxke He ycrien. [IBa Bosn-
Ka, YTO TaK U TacKamch 3a Kaicoi, OyiecTs rojJoaHbIMU BIIIOO-
JICHHBIMH TJIa3aMH, YyTh HE YCTPOUJIM IPAKy 3a MPaBO KYIUTb i
kaptuHy. U ycrpousm Ob1, ecriu 6 Kaiica, 3ammrmeB Ha 000MX, He
TKHYJIA MAJIBIIEM CHa4YaJia B MO3aHKY, TIOTOM B ITPUTJISTHYBIITUIACS
CYHAYYOK. BOJKY MOHATIMBO KUBHY/IM U TOMBITAIUCH BPYYUTh
€l MTHOBEHHO KYIUIEHHbIE TOAapKH, HO Kaiica n3ymuiiace:

— 41 gro, cama 310 MoHecy? Koraa psiiom Oosiblive CUTbHBIE
MYKYUHBI?

Jlecrana cHOBa czieprkaia XUXUKAHbE U MTOyMaJia, YTo CTpalll-
Hee Kaiicel 3Bepst B jiecy Bce-Taku HetT! U B niecy, u 1oma, a yx
Ha pbIHKe!

Xopoiiiee HACTPOEHHE BEPHYIOCh OKOHYATENbHO, W, KOrja
OHH BHIIIUIM HAa OOJBIIYIO TUIOMIA/Ab, B OJJHOM KOHIIE KOTOPOW



CTOJIMUJIMCH OOOPOTHU U JIIOW Briepemenky, Jlectana neppast
CIpOCHJIa:

— A Tam 4uro?

— Tam crpensor u3 nyka, — oro3Bajica bpanrapa. — Xorure
MOCMOTPETH?

Jlecrana xorena. JJoma oHa xoauia Ha BOMHCKUE COCTS3aHUS,
MIOTOMY 4TO HACJIEJHMIIA KJIaHA JOJIKHA 3HATh CBOMX 3AIUTHU-
KOB, HO HPaBUJIOCH eil He Bce. [loenuHku Ha Mevax, Jaxe yueo-
HbIE, Ka3aJIUCh OMACHBIMU J10 APOKH, CEPALIE 3AMUPAJIO OT CBEP-
KaHMsI CTaJH, 3aTO CTPebOa U3 JIyKa — 9TO KPacuso!

Tonma MmocaymHO paccTynuiach, MOBUHYACh HETPOMKOMY
npukasy bpanrapna, u Jlecrany c¢ Kaiicoit u iBapom npomnyctu-
JIM K caMOMYy Kpaio pucTaiuiia. B o1HOM ero KoHiie CTOsI ca-
MBbI€ pa3HbIE MUIIEHH, B JPYTOM — CTPEJIKH, CPEIU KOTOPhIX OHA
yBuzena Peiceil, mpuexaBmmx B ee oxpase. ['Basnuc kak pa3 Ha-
TATUBAJ JIYK, U, KOIJIa €r0 CTPesia BOH3WIach B MUIIIEHb, TONIA
ofoopuTebHO 3anrymena. OqHako BICOKUE Bork, crosimuii psi-
JIOM C HUM CITUHOM K JlecTtaHe, OMHSI JIYK U HEOPEKHO, MOUTH
HE 1IEJISICh, BHICTPEJINJI, IONAaB OJIMkKe K ceperHe. 3pUTen CHO-
Ba 3arOMOHWIIH, a y JlectaHbl ekHyJI0 cepalie — 3Toro Bonka ona
y3Has1a Obl U CO CIIUHBI, U B TEMHOTE U JIaXe, HABepHOE, C 3aKPbl-
ThIMU T1a3aMu. [IpocTo 4TOOBI AepKaThCsl mogabiie!

— ¥ Bac Xopolme CTpesiku, — YYTUBO cKa3aji bpanrapsa, korga
['Basnuc, OCTaBUB JIyK Ha MOJICTABKE, OTOILEN B CTOPOHY.

— Hepocrarouno xopoume, — xmypo oroszsajics Msap. — I[lo-
XO0Xke, MPUAETCS MHE TIOMPOOOBATb.



— Iepectpensts Xonbma? — ynuBuiicst Bosik ¢ pa3ouTsiM HO-
coM. — Hamr Kitelk poawiicst ¢ opyxuem B pykax!

Ho VBap yxe pemmTesnbHO Noies B CTOPOoHy cTpeskoB. Crio-
XBaTUBLIKUCH, JlectaHa nocienoBaia 3a HUM, IOTOMY YTO TOJIA
SIBHO ObUIa HA CTOPOHE X0351eB — IMyCTh VIBap 4yBCTBYET XOTsI OblI
ee MONIEPXKKY. A eclid eMy yIacTcs IMOCTaBUTh HA MECTO Hajl-
mMeHHoro Bomuapy. .. Marb-Prich, mycTb Tak u Oyaer!

Bpanrapa, Kaiica v ee 1Ba ceroqHAIIHUX XBOCTa-yXaxepa Io-
JOILIY, KOTJIa MpauHblil XOJIbM CITyIIaJl HETPOMKO FOBOPSIIIETO
NBapa. Koporko kuBHYB, BOJK MaxHys1 pyKoH, U [Ba MapeHb-
Ka OeroM yHeciu crapblie MUILIEHU, TOCTaBUB HOBbIE. VBap mo-
JIOIIIeN K TIOZICTaBKaM C Pa3HbIMU JIyKaMHU, B3sLJT OIUH, IOMPOOO-
BaJI HATSIHYThb, HO BEPHYJI €0 HA MECTO U CHsLI Apyroil. Hakoner,
BHIOpAB, OH BEPHYJICS HA JIMHUIO BHICTPEA.

3putenu ¢ MHTEpecOM MpUTHUXJM, a JlecTaHa cuenwia me-
pen co0oii TafoHu, TOpsTIO Kelasi modeapl Opaty. MBap nogHsn
JIYK, HAJIOXKUJI cTpenty. .. CBUCTHYIIA TETUBA, U CTPEJia 3aJpoxKaa
orepeHreM B TEMHOM «sI0J10uKe» MuliieHH. Eie ojiHa — 1 cHoBa
B «s10710uk0». KuBHyB, MBap 4to-TO CKa3al, U MUIlIEHb OMSTh
MOCIEIIHO 3aMEHWJIN, TIOCTABUB €€ HECKOJIbKMMMU 111araMu J1aj1b-
mre. Jlecrana xortena Obl CLIPOCUTD, TTOYEMY XOJIbM HE CTPEJIsiI,
HO BOBpeMsI cooOpa3miia, 4To OpaT mpocTo MpoOOBa HE3HAKO-
MBIH JIYK, @ COCTSI3aHUE HAYHETCS TOJIBKO TENepb.

O0a cTpenka CTOsUIM K HeW CIIMHOM, HO Jaxe Tak ObUIO IMO-
HSTHO, HACKOJIbKO OHU pa3Hble. BOJIK B KOXaHBIX 1LITAaHAX U TOM
K€ camMoil crHel pyOarike, B KOTOpor ObUT Ha THPY, HIMPOKO-



TUIEYUI U POCTIBIA, C HEOPEXKHO 3aBSI3aHHBIMU B XBOCT Y€PHBIMU
noxmamu. M Tonkun nasaimsei MBap, 3aTaHyTHI B TEMHO-3€1€-
HBIM IIEJIK Y 30JI0TUCTYIO 3aMIITy, CUSIIONIUI Ha COJHIIE MIAAKU-
MU CBETJIO-PbIKMMU BOJIOCAMMU, 3aIIETEHHBIMU B JUIMHHYIO MY K-
ckywo Kocy. Kaxercs, Jlecrana emie HUKOrja M1 HUKOMY Tak He
’kKejana mooepl, Kak cefvac — opary!

Bripouem, niepBble BBICTpesibl MOKa3aiu, 4to Bonk u Pwich
paBHbl. VIBap uenuics 4yTh JOJbIIE, KPACUBO BCKUABIBAS JIYK,
XoJBpM CTpesisiii ObICTPO, CJIOBHO Toponwicsa. W mocie Kaxio-
IO BBICTPEJia MUILIEHb OTOJBUTAJIM, a TOJIIA TOMOHMJIA TPOMYE,
MIHOBEHHO 3aThXasi, KOrJla CONEPHUKY HAKJIaAbIBAIM CTPEJTy Ha
tetuBy. Emie BoicTpen! U enje Ha HECKOJIBKO IIAroB MUIIIEHb
nanbine. Jlecrana, OynTo 3aBOpOXEHHAs, CIeANIIA 32 JIBUKEHHUSI-
MU CTPEJIKOB.

— A Kot xoporir, — 0qoOpUTeIbHO CKa3asl OWH U3 APYKUHHK-
koB. — [lo Buay u He ckaxeup, yTo BoMH. Tonbko XoiabM Bce
PaBHO MOOEIUT, HeJIEJIbHOE KATOBAHbE CTABIIIO!

«MoXHO TIOlyMaTh, BOMH JIOJKEH OBITh CTPAIIHBIM U Mpay-
HBIM, KaK Balll TPeIBOAUTENb», — CEPAUTO NoayMaa Jlecrana u
nokocuiach Ha bpanrapna.

— Ara, oy aypaka — npotuB Haiero Kielka craButh, —
OTO3BAJICS] BTOPOM.

MuiieHb yxe OTOABUHYJIM 10 BOZMOKHOIO Iipeena, u Jlecra-
Ha yBUJeJa, Kak VBap 4TO-TO rOBOPUT CONIEPHUKY, a TOT OTPHU-
naresibHO Kauyaet rosioBo. Heysxenu cnaercs?!

Tomumast ToOOIMBITCTBOM, OHA MPUHSIIACH TPOOUPATHCS TIO-



OJHKe TI0 Kpalo TOJMITBI M, HAKOHEII, OCTAHOBUBIIICH B HECKOJTb-
KHX IlIarax OT CTPEJIKOB, paccbliaa:

— Ilocneanuit pa3! — ropssuo ynpammBaj BCerjaa CliOKOMHbBIN
WBap. — 1 He 110 310 MuIiieHH, a 1o si6;1oky! CTapiio... 1a XOTh
Obl CBOW KWHKa!

OH TPOHYJI pYKOSITh IOPOrOro OXOTHUYbEr0 KMHKAaJIA, C KOTO-
pbIM HUKOT/Ia paccTaBasicsl. [lo3onoueHHast pyKosiTh, Jie3BUe pa-
OO0TBHI JTyulliero Ky3Heua ApsuHa. .. IBapy He 0cOOEHHO XOpOIIIO
naBajicsi OOM Ha Meuax, HO B CTpesibOe U3 JIyKa U MeTAaHWU HOXa
PaBHBIX €My He OBbUIO JJake B CTapIliel IpykKHUHE, & STOT KUHKAI
ObLT ero JTIOOMMON UTPYIIKOM.

— 3aueM? — XMypO MOUHTEPECOBAJICSA XOJIbM. — DTO JAOCTOM-
Hast HU4bs. — W moGaBui Tak paBHOMYIIHO, YTO JlectaHa He 1o-
HslJIa, U3JIEBKa 3TO WK BOJIK MPOCTO UylIOBUIIHO YBEpPEH B ce-
6e: — Jla 1 HOXkell y MeHs XBaTaer.

— Crpycun? — azaptHo cripocus1 MBap, u crapiivid Hacje[-
HUK BOJTUBETO BOXK/Is1 IOMOPIIWJICS B OTBET Ha I'YJl BOKPYT — HE
TOJIBKO JlecTaHa ciipliiana 3TOT pa3roBop. — Mou KHHKal mpo-
THB. .. 4ero yromHo. Jla xote Ob1 TBOero nosica! Ecnu npourpa-
elllb, OJIOJIKY CBOM, YTOOBI IITaHbI HE ynasu!

B Tonne nocnbinanyck cMemku. Jlecrana Tonpko cenyvac 3a-
METHUJIA, YTO NOsC Ha Boske AeMCTBUTENILHO HAPSAHBIA, U3 4Ye-
KaHHBIX CEpeOpsIHbIX ONsAIIeK. A BOT KOXKaHbIE HOXHBI, TTOTEP-
Thle U OyITO MOXKEeBaHHbIEe, K HEMY HUKaK He noaxonsr. MHre-
pecHo, Kakol y npensonutesisi Bomubeit npyxuHbl meu? Kibik —
3TO BeJb TO ke camoe, uto y Pricerr Korots? U He cauikom i



Moo XOJIbM I TAKOW BaKHOM JTOJIKHOCTU?

Psa10M BO3MYIIEHHO 3acomeny APYyKWUHHUKH, a TOT, YTO C
NOAOUTHIM TJIA30M, HE BhIJIEpKal U KPUKHYIL:

— Xonsm! Hagepu Koty xBocT!

W Tyt xe BuHOBaTO mokocwics Ha Kaiicy, Ho Ta, Oyaro He
YCITBIIIAB, TPBI3JIa SIOJIOKO, 3aMaciuBO YTSHYTOE U3 KOP3UHBI, U
pasrsiibiBasia CTPEJIKOB.

— XonbMm! XonbM! — MOCTBIIIANIOCH U3 TOJIBI, U BoJk mepe-
JEpHYJI IJIeYaMH, ellle CUJIbHEe MOMPAYHeB.

— Kak 3naemp, — 6pocun o Uapy. — [lomienis 3a cBoum
JIYKOM WY Oy/ielllb U3 3TOrO CTPENsATh?

«BenukoaylHoe NpeasiokKeHue, — C yAUBJIEHUEM MOgyMaJa
Jlecrana. — KoneuHo, ¢ mpuBeIYHBIM OpyxueM VBapy ObL0 ObI
ropaszzo jerde. HaepHoe, XobM MPOCTO OOUTCS, UTO €ro To-
Oey COUTYT HEYeCTHOM 7»

— W3 atoro, — cornacuicst Ueap. — Hy Tak uTo, Ha 3akiaz?

— Kak 3Haemp, — xMypo moBTOprJI XOJIBM U OTBEPHYJICH K
MUIIEHSIM.

Te ke MapHUIIKY yOpak UX W BBIHECIIM B IIeCTa, KOTOPbIe
BOTKHYJIM B TECOK, @ Ha CBOOOHBIE KOHIIBI HACAJAUIIM JBa 510-
Joka. B TouHOCTHM Takue, Kak ceiiyac ynoeHHo rpoizia Kaiica, u
Bpojie Obl OIMHAKOBBIE. Y JlecTaHsl epecoxJyio BO PTy, U OHA TO-
ke chena Obl cefiuac uTo-HUOYy/Ib COYHOE, HO OO0sIach OTBIIEYb-
cs1. Tonma mymena, Tam Ouuch 00 3akjan Ha Xonbma 1 MBapa,
MPUYEM TOYTHU Bce — Ha Bosika. XoiapM 4YTO-TO CKa3ajl MapHIo,
KOTOPBIM CTaBIJI eMy sI0JIOKO, HO 4TO MMeHHO — Jlectana He pac-



cipimania. Bpone Obl: «Kak 0ObIYHO» . . .

— He paccrpauBaiitech, mpekpacHasi, — IpOIIEJIecTell Haj ee
yxoMm rosioc bpanrapaa. — Moii OpaT — OTMEHHBIN CTPeJIoK, Ta-
KOMY ITPOUTpaTh HE CTBIAHO.

— UBap — toxe, — oOmkeHHO ckazana Jlecrana. — C 4ero Bbl
B3$UJIM, YTO OH ITpOUrpaer?

— 4 3nar0 Xonbma, — B310XHYJ bpanrapa. — Bam poauy xo-
POIII C JTYKOM, HO €ro W3Hb Bl JIU KOIia-HUOYIb 3aBUCeNa OT
yaadHoro BbicTpena. OH He BouH. A XO0/IbM — J1a.

Jlecrana 3akycuna ryoy, 4ToObl He HauaTh crioputh. He xouer-
cs, 1a u HeyutuBo. Hy xe, MBap, noxanyiicra! Ipomry Te6s!

WBap MenIeHHO U IJIABHO MOJHSJ JIYK C HAJIOKEHHOU CTpe-
Jor. S10oKko Kasanock TakuM MasieHbkuM! Ho Jlecrana Bune-
Jla, KaK Ha COPEBHOBAHUSIX Opatel] COMBaI U MEHBIIIE MUIIICHH.
Tonbko Ob1 Betep Obu1 OnaronpusiteH! Tombko Obl. .. OHa 3aTanna
JbIxaHue. 3BoH TeTuBbl! U BepxyIKa 1iecTa Juimiach sionoka!

Jlecrana 4yTh He B3BU3rHYJ1a OT Boctopra! Bap — my4dinmii!

Tonma 1o 1M pazoyapoBaHHO, TO JIM BOCTOPKEHHO 3aryiela,
a XO0JIbM BBITALLWII U3 KOTYaHA, BKOITAHHOTO B MECOK, Cpa3y JBe
crpenbl. OHY HAJIOKWI HA TETUBY, BTOPYIO B3sUT MOTIepeK 3yoa-
mu. Yto oH nenaer? He Hageercst Ha onuH BeicTpen? Ho Tak xke
HEYECTHO!

3putenu 3amepnu, Kak onuH. U Tyt Jlectana yBuuena, Kak
MapHUIIKA-MIOMOUTHUK B3MaxHyJ pPYKOH, U B BO3[yX IO IIKAPO-
KOU JIyre B3JIeTesIo sipkoe KpacHoe sionoko! U Tyt xe Xoiabm
BCKUHYJ JyK. 3BOH! $10/0KO, TIPOH3EHHOE B TIOJIETE CTPEJIOH,



pasneTenoch B KJIOUbs, HO HE YCIIEIM OHU YNAcCTh HA MIECOK, Kak
BTOPOW 3BYK CITYIIICHHOU TETUBbI [IOUTH CJTUJICS C TIEPBBIM, U BTO-
poe s0JI0KO CIIEeTeNO ¢ BEPXYIIKH IeCTa.

MrHoBeHure TUILMHBI. .. A TIOTOM TOJIMa 3aopaja Tak, uro Jle-
CTaHe 3aXO0TeJI0Ch MPUKPHITH YIIIH !

— Huuero cebe, — BocxuieHHO ckaszana Kaiica. — Bot 310
Bonyok. ..

HpyxuHHUKU-Bosku Xjonaau Apyr aApyra 1o mjiedam oT U3-
ObITKA YyBCTB, a y JlecTansl Ha r71a3a HaBepHYJIUChH clie3bl. He
OTBOAS B3MJIsA/1a, OHA CMOTpeJa, Kak MBap CHUMaeT ¢ nosica KhH-
KaJl U OTAAET ero XoibMy, Kak BoJjik KauaeT rosioBoi, OTKa3bl-
BasiCh, HO IOTOM BCe-Taku OepeT BBIUTPHIII... M Kak OH MOBO-
paurBaeTcs K 3pUTEIIsiM, SIBHO BBIMCKMBAsI KOTO-TO B3IJISIZIOM B
TOJITIE, a TJIa3a Y Hero CMHKE, CIIOBHO He0O, B KOTOPOE YJIETEINO
3JI0NOJTyYHOE SI0JIOKO, ¥ COBEPIIEHHO HEeCUYaCTHBIE, O3 BCSIKOW
PaioCcTH OT MOOe bl



I'naBa 8. KpoBb Ha necke

Bokpyr mymeinu, nosapasiss XoiabsMma, Bonku u roctu ropo-
na, mononiort Kot craparensHo ynmpiOascs, nenast BU, YTO €My
COBEpIIEHHO HE OOWIHO, a BBIMTPAHHBIA KHHXKAJI MOYEMY-TO
HEMpUATHO XONOOWII pyKy. banaHc y Hero, npaBaa, ObUT OTJINY-
HBI, [ ¥ CTaJIb OTMEHHO XOpOLIa, HO OYEHb YK Haps/iHas U He
K MecTy OniecTsInas pyKosiTh. YNaJIeT Ha TaKylo B HOYHOM 3acaje
JIyY JIyHbl — M POCKOIIHBIM HOXKHK 3aIIPOCTO BBIJACT BJIAJEIIbIIA.
Bripouem, 1151 mupoB — camoe To, HaBepHoe. [Inpor tam paspe-
3aTh, NIEPE]] COCEJOM IMOKPACOBATHCH. . .

XO0JIbM TOBEPTEST BHIMIPHIII B pyKax UM HEOPEXHO CyHYJ 3a
TOSIC, XOTSI C YIOBOJBbCTBHMEM BEpHYJ Obl ero ponudy JlectaHsl.
HexopoI11o BHIIILIO, OH B CAMOM Jiejie He COOMPAJIcsl OObIIPhIBATh
WBapa. A, nagHo, Oyaet Koty Xopommii ypok, 4to Ha 1o0oe Ma-
CTEPCTBO HAMJIETCS CBOW COMEPHUK. A HOX eMy XOJIbM Jpyrou
NIOJIAPHT, HY’KHO TOJIBKO BHIOpPATh B KJIAHOBOW OPY:KEHHOM UYTO-
HUOYJIb KpacUBOE U sIPKOE, Kak JeTcKas urpymka. M mo3onotst
nobosblie!

OH omrazencs u ycnen yBUIETb pacCTpoeHHoe o Jlecra-
HBI, BO3JIE KOTOPOM, KOHEYHO ke, cTosi1 bpanrapa. Ha nyiie u
BOBCE KOIIKH 3acKpe0sn, HaBepHsiKa Prich oOuenach u3-3a po-
anya. Ho ¢ atuMm yxe Huuero He nogenats. Eciiu 661 MBap vect-
HO BBIMTpajt, XOJIbM TEPBbIA MO3ApaBuI Obl €ro ¢ Modenou, HO
TNIOJ/IaBaThCs Ha BUAY Y BCETO ropojia He cooupaics. OH ChIH BO-



K15 1 KIIbIK BOTYbEl APYKUHBI, 32 HUM CIIEIAT COTHU IJIa3, U
JaJIeKo He BCe U3 HUX JI0OpHIE.

Kcrarn, Pocomaxa HaBepHsika Befib re-To psiaoMm. Ho moka
HE MOKa3bIBaeTCs, KAET YI0OHOro MOMEHTa. X0JbM J10Ca/ITUBO
HoZyMaJl, 4To Hajlo ObUIO OTIIPABUTh KOE-KOTO U3 JIPYKHMHBI Ha
norcku. Koro-HuOyp Mateporo u MOIYaaInBOro, KTO IOTOM He
craHeT 6onTaTh, 4To KITBIK /121 BHI30Ba HA MOEIMHOK, pa3 UCKa
Pocomaxy cam. Ho Ha rma3a, kak Ha3zo, nomnajajics MOJIOAHSIK,
Bpoze JleitBa u Poreona, KOTopsle C rOpAbIM BU/IOM YBUBAJIHCH
BOKPYTI' pplKEHBKOM PricH, mogpyru Jlectansr.

MareHbKkasi cTaiika U3 TapodkH JeByIek-Priceit, bpanrapna
Y JBYX JIPYKMHHUKOB OTOILIA OT PUCTAJIMIIA, U XOJIbM, YBep-
HYBILIUCh OT KEJIAIOIINX HEITPEMEHHO MOJHECTH eMy KYOOK BH-
Ha 3a o0ey, MocieJoBajl 32 HUMH, Iep:Kach HEMHOTO 100,
HO Tak, 4yToOBI Bce BUieTh. bpanrapn cmotpen Ha Jlectany, HO B
€ro B3IVIsA/Ie, IBMKEHHUAX U MaHepax y XoJIbMa HUKaK He MojTyya-
JIOCh, KaK OH HH IIBITAJICS, IPOYUTATh XOTb YTO-TO, KPOME BEXK-
JMBOM 3a00THl 0 TocThe. Bpar He crapasncs kak Obl HEHAPOKOM
OKazaTbCs MOOJIKE K CBETIOBOIOCOM Phich, He kacascst HeB3Ha-
yail ee pykaBa... A BOT JlectaHa Bce BpeMsl MOIVIsAAbIBaNa Ha
HEro YKPaJIKOW, U C HEXHO-PO30BBIX I'yO JEBYIIKM HE CXOMJIA
yJIBIOKA.

XonmpM  pa3paXeHHO TIOBeN IUIeYaMH, TBITAsACh YHSATh
HEBOJIbHO TMOJHMMAIOIIYIOCSI 3/I0CTh. A BpaHrapn HezameTHO
yBoqui Jlecrany Bce gajbliie OT PUCTAJIMIIA, TTOKa3blBast € TO
TOPTOBBIE PSIIIBI, TO PE3HBIE IEPEBSHHBIE KapyCelH, C Beuepa Mo-



CTaBJIEHHbIE Ha IUIOMIAAW. Bosne HUMX Tonmuiachk JETBOpa, HE
TOJIBKO BOJIYATa, HO U JIETU rocteil. MenbKHYI0 HECKOJIBKO Pbl-
KUX JIMCBUX TOJIOB, CBET/IbIE MAKYIIKH PYChIX OpaTiieB-BOJKOB
U3 APYTUX KJIAHOB, TEMHbIE BUXPHI IUIOTHBIX KpETIbIIIeH-Me/IBe-
Kart... X0JIbM CHOBA MPO ceOsi MOMOPIIUJICS, BCTIOMHUB O JIpa-
K€ U TOZICITYIIIAHHOM pa3roBope. Ecim 6bl TaM TOYHO He TOBOpPH-
JIOCh O TIOEJIMHKE, ceilyac TUTIOHYN Obl Ha CIIyXU U MOIHST BCIO
IpyXxuHy, passickuBast Pocomaxy. He xBarasio erie, 4ToObl pof-
HOW TOPOJ] TONTAJ IPSI3HBIMU JIallaMM HaeMHBIN yOUTIIa.

WBap mMex1y TeM JOTHaJ CBOIO IBOIOPOIHYIO CECTPY, C MpU-
TBOPHBIM Oe3pa3inureM IMoxas Iuiedyamu, a Jlectrana ObICTphIM
JIACKOBBIM JIBM)KEHHUEM KOCHYJIACh €ro pbLKUX BOJIOC, 3aIlIeTeH-
HBIX B JUIMHHYIO KOCy. Y XO0JbMa YTO-TO CIaJKO U TOMUTEIHHO
noTsHyno BHYTpH. Ecim Ol OHa Tak ke yremasa ero... [a 3a
TaKOW COUYBCTBYIOIIUI B3MJIs] OH OBl C paJIOCThIO TPOUTPaIT HA
ra3ax y Bcex!

«H Bap eii 6par, XOTb U HE POJHOM, — MPAa4YHO BO3pa3njI BHYT-
PEHHUU rosyoc. — ThI ke HE POIUYEM CTaTb €M XO4elllb, BEPHO?»

Mosnonoii Kot, He 11eHs1 CBOero cuacThbsi, JOCalJIMBO OTKUHYJI
KOCYy 3a CIHHY, 4TO-TO OypKHY:... EMy OTBeTuna pbiKeHbKast
nozpyra Jlectanbl, BOZMYITIIEHHO BCKUHYB OTHEHHBbIE OpPOBHM Ha
KPYIJIOM BECHYIITYAaTOM JIMUMKE C y3KUM nogdopoakom. Ooe sie-
BYIIKM OCTAaHOBUJIMCH BO3JIE MPUJIABKA, IJIe TOPrOBaJIU SIpMapoy-
HOM 3a0aBOii, MeTaHUEeM SI0JIOK B 1ieJIb. 3a MPUJIABKOM Ha HEKO-
TOPOM PACCTOSIHUU CTOSLI ellie OJMH, T7ie ObLTN BBUIOXKEHBI IPH-
3bl: ClIaJKue OyJIOUKH, pe3Hble JepEeBIHHbIC (PUTYPKH, TJIMHSHBIE



KPYKKH U rTpoure O6e3nenutipl. 3adaBa [1si 1eTBOphI, HO PorBomn
u Jleus Tyt ke nosenauch. Hachimas noacko4nBIIEMY TOPrOBLYY
MEHON MeJiouM, HaOpanu SI6J0K M MPUHSITUCH a3apTHO IIBbI-
PATH UX B MUILIEHU, KPACYACH NEpe]] AEBYIIKAMHU.

Hy-ny... XoibpM TOXe BCTas Iarax B IECSTH, CIIPATABIIKCH B
TEHb OT BBICOKOM TMOJIOTHSHOM MaJaTKu, U MpUcMoTpesics. Yto-
ObI BBIUTPATh MPHU3, MAJIO OBLIO MPOCTO MOMACTh B HETO, CJIEI0BA-
JIO YXUTPUTHCS, YTOOBI BHIUTPHIII YA B KOP3UHY, 3aKperlieH-
HYIO 110311 MIPUJIaBKa, a JUIsl 3TOro OPOCOK TPeOOBAJICS TOUHBIN
¥ O4YeHb CHIbHBINA. BoT JleiB cOn (purypKy BCTaBILEroO Ha JIbl-
Obl KOHSI, HO OHa, YIaB, OCTaJlach Ha MpHJIaBKe, HEe AOJIETEB JI0
KOP3UHBI. A CIIMIIKOM CHJIbHBIM OPOCKaM He XBaTajio TOYHOCTH,
1 Bosiku Bce yaille NpoOMaxuBaINCh, TEPsIsi BEPHBIN MIPULIEI €llie
Y OT J10CAJbl.

Jlecrana TpoHyna Opata 3a pykaB, yKa3bIBasi B3[JISIIOM Ha 3a-
6aBy, HO VMIBap HaxmypuJcs U mokadan ronooil. Hy u gypens!
Yro tak paccrpamBarbes M3-3a npourpeima? Cam BeAp Hampo-
cusics. .. Bor Bpanrapa si0noku B35, 1 paznocanoBaHHbie Bon-
KM YCTYIIWJIM €My MECTO, HO MJIAJIILIEMY TOxe He noesno. Ilo-
1a/1ajl-To OH METKO, @ BOT paCCUMTaTh CUJTY yapa HUKAK HE MOT.
Cusioluii TOproBeil, TO U eJ10 JIOBS MOHETKH, Oeran oT mpu-
JlaBKa K TPWJIABKY, MOAABas MIEAPBIM TOCTSM SIONIOKM U 3aHOBO
paccraBisisi purypku, u XosapM 3akosedaiics. OH Kak pa3 Mor
Obl cOUTH JIIOOOW U3 MPU30B, HO. .. TOJILKO HE Terepb, korna ap
3TOrO0 TOYHO HE MPOCTUT.

W TyT 13-3a mapsl CTeNeHHBIX bapcykoB, Oeceayomux psaoM



0 Jiesiax, BeIBEpHYJICs JIUCEHOK JIeT ABEHaaTh C XUTPOil 030p-
HOW MOPJOYKOM M CTPEMUTENIbHBIM JIOBKMM JBUKEHUEM COPBAIT
JIEHTY, KOTOpPOM pblkasi PbICh nepeBsi3ajia Ha 3aTbUIKE XBOCT.
XBOCTOB, TBIIIHBIX, 3200TJIMBO PACUECaHHbIX, ObUIO 1B, U Jie-
BBIW pazyeTesicsl ONEeCTAIMMU TYCTBIMU NpsiasiMu, a Prick, Kak
xe ee, Kaiica Bpoae, BO3MYITIEHHO OOepHYJIach.

— Beikyn! Beikyn! — 3akpuBinsica JIuceHok, pasmaxuBas re-
pen coOoii mUTON OrcepoM Tskeson JieHTor. — Komy nieHTy 3a
BBIKYIT?

Xo0JBM €1Ba HE PacCMesICs, BUIS, KaK 03aJa4€HHOE BbIpaxke-
Hue Ha pusnoHomusix JleriBa u Poreosiga cMeHsieTcst SpoCThlo, a
MOTOM, KakK MO BOJIIEOCTBY, paJIOCTHBIM a3apToM. Toxe crapas
sipMapouHasi 3a0aBa! JIeHTy, CIEPHYTYIO C TOJIOBBI HE3aMYKHEH
JI€Bbl, OTHUMATh CUJIOW HeNb3a. HO ecim KTO-TO €€ BBIKYIUT Y
HarJIOro MpoxXBOCTa, TO 32 BO3BpAILEHHUE BJIAJIEJIMLIE HE TPEX I0-
IIPOCUTD TOLIENYH, a JEBE HE 3a30pHO €ro Aarh. XUTphid Jluce-
HOK OTJIMYHO BCE PAcCUUTAI, MOAbICKUBast 100bvy. Y JlectaHsl
JIEHTA TUIOTHO BIUIETEHA B KOCY, TaK MPOCTO HE BbIIEPHYTh. Ee
nofpyxka Oputa HeoctopoxkHee... A Tpu Bonka u Kot, corpo-
BOXKAAIOIIME JEBUII, YK TOYHO HE yAAPAT MOPAOU B IpsA3b, KTO-
TO /1A 3aIlIaTuT.

Bpanrapn, yiabIOHYBIIMCH, TIOTSIHYJICS K KOIIENbKY, JIelB ¢
PorBosioMm 3amapuiay mo KapMaHam, OpOCHUB Ha ChIHA BOXKIIS
TO JIU YMOJISIIOUIUM, TO JIU MpeaynpexJaonmi B3msa. Jlectana
rJIsiiesia Ha BCe C BecesbIM yauBieHuem, MBap xmypucs. ..

XO0JIbM HU 32 UTO He CTajl Obl BMEIIMBAThCS. [ OCThIO HUKTO HE



o0uJieN Bcepbes, a IeBUlla OHa OOUKasi, YK Kak-HUOYIb C OHUM
u3 ero napHen poropopurcsa. Ho tyr Kaiica, (pblpkHYB, pOTS-
HYJIa TPOMKO ¥ BO3MYIIIEHHO:

— AX, BbI-bI-bI-KyTI TEOE!

W pemmrensHO nopoOpana ¢ MpriaBKa OCTaBINMECS HA HEM
SIOJTOK Y.

JIviceHOK cMOTpeI ¢ TOOOIBITCTBOM, YBEPEHHBIN B CBOEH O€3-
OIACHOCTH, Hy He OyayT B3pOC/ble JPYKUHHUKHU MO30PUTHCA,
TOHSISCH 3a MAJIBYMIIIKOW, A U He 110 00brdaam 310. Oxnako Kai-
ca MOBEPHYJIACh K BOXKIEJIEHHBIM U TAKUM HEIOCTYITHBIM TPU-
3aM.

— OOuzeTh MAJIEHBKYIO. ..

Xiom! OT 6pocka s1610ka OOJIbITIAsH TUTIONIKA C MAKOM ClIeTeNa
TOYHO B KOP3UHY.

— CKkpomHyO. ..

Xnon! Tyna xe ynana purypka KoHsl.

- be...

Ona 3arHynack, CJIOBHO MPOIJIOTUB CJIOBO, HO TYT K€ YBEpPEH-
HO MPOIOJIKUIIA:

— be3zanmuTHy0... PhICh. ..

Xnon! Xnon! Bonku, He uckmovas bpanrapaa, cMoTpenu no-
TPSICEHHO, KaK emle qBe (PUTYpKU, CaMble CJIOXHBIE B TOOBIBA-
HUM, CJIeTeJU C MPUIABKa.

— Besakuit moxet! — 370Bene 3akoHunIa Kaiica u, o6epHyB-
Mch K JIMceHky, ¢ OueHb BbIPA3UTETbHBIM JIMIIOM TOA0pOCHIIa
Ha JIaJIOIIKe MocieqHee S0I0KO.



Kpynnoe. U TBepnoe, cyas 1o Buay.

«A BOT yOe:xaTh 1ocJjie 3TOro pejiko y KOro MmoyJaeTcsl, — 3a-
KOHYMUJI PO ceOs1 X0JIbM, yKe He CAEPKUBast YXMBUIKY. — XOpO-
a Oe33almTHag. . .»

Buanmo, To ke camoe NOoHsLT U HaxalibHbIi JIceHOK, moToMy
KaK pacIlUIbUICS] B BOCXUIIEHHO-U3BUHSIONIEHCS YIIBIOKE U C TI0-
KJIOHOM IPOTSIHYJI CICPHYTYIO JISHTY. YMHMIIA, JI00 1ieliee Oy/eT.

— Bort 310 MeTKOCTb, NpekpacHasi! — 3ameti1 bpanrapa. — He
3HaI0, KaK HallMM JOOJECTHBIM JPYKMHHUKAM, a MHE CTBIJHO.
Bawm 1 oxpaHa He HykHa, pa3Be 4TO KOP3UHKY CJIEIOM HOCHUTb.

— Kak 310 He HyxkHa? — cinagkum ronocoM nponesna Kaiica,
CHOBa coOMpasi pacChilaBIfecsl OTHEHHO-PBIKUE MPSIN U CBS-
3bIBasl MX HA 3aTbUIKE B MYIIMCTBI XBOCT. — BMecTe mo pbiH-
Ky BCerja Becejiee XOOuTh. A m3janeka ¢ kocon MBapa na Ba-
1ied, rocriofvH BpaHrapy, pyOarikoii, Mbl BOOOIIE KaK 4eThipe
noapyxku cmorpumcsi. I Mol ¢ JlectaHoit 1axe He camble Ha-
PAIHBIE U3 BCEX.

— Kaiica! — BockJIMKHYna A0Yb BOXK[ISI, HA IIa3aX 3AJIMBASIChH
Kpackou. — Tel yTO ropopunis?!

Ho Bbpanrapn, u BripaBay pa3oieBIIMICS CErOiHS B KOpUY-
HEBBIIA, TYCTO 3aTKAHHBIIA 30JI0TOM IIIEJIK, BMECTO OOU/IbI TOJIBKO
paccMesiicst ¥ IOAHSUT Tiepe]T COO0U PyKH.

— Cnaroch! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH TIOJT yXMbUTKHM BOJIKOB 1 HE0100-
putenbHoe bipkaHbe Opata Jlectansl. — OX, v 3yOKH y Bac, TOC-
noxa Kaiica. [Tomaaure. .. Hy XoTUTE, CaM KOP3UHKY MOHeCY !

— Vike Haluioch, KOMy HECTH, — HEBO3MYTHUMO OTBETHJIA Pbl-



kasi Ppich, omapuB muaamiero Opariia XojibMa HaCMEILTMBbIM
B3ISIIOM. — Takue MOJOMIBl, Kak y Bac B APYXKHUHE, XOTh KOP-
3UHKY JOTAllaT, XOTb oJieHs. BepHo, rocnioga Bonku?

— Kak noxenaer rocnoxa PbiCb, — BOCXUILIEHHO OTO3BAJICS
JleiiB. — Moxem u onensi, 3aripocto! Tlpsimo u3 neca!

— XM™... —3agymanace Kaiica. — Yro ckaxemb, Jlecrana? Hy-
JKEH HaM LIeJIbIA OJIEHD !

— Kaiica... — mporoBopuia HacjeHUIA KJlaHa, €ABa CACPKU-
Basi cMeXx. — Tl HeBexkmBa! KTo ke BbIpammBaeT noaapku?
CremyeT pafioBaThCsl BCeMy, 4TO TeOe puHecyT ¢ 0XoThl! XOTh
OJICHIO, XOTb 3alYUKY. ..

N nykaBo nmocmotpena Ha BpaHrapna, cioBHO oxujgast ero
of00peHust. X0JIbM CTUCHYJI 3yObl — €My IMOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO B3IJISI]T
cepeOpHCTO-CcephiX IM1a3 PricK Moraau MIaIiero, CJIOBHO MIT-
Kasl KOIIaybs Jamna.

— Enie yero! — Bo3amyTtuiiach peikas Kaiica. — A eciu MHe 3asii|
He HyxeH? Jla 1 onieHb ellle HyKeH He BCSIKUIL, a, Halpumep,
X04y BaXEHKY JIByX-TpeX JIET Ha 3UMHHUE CalloKKu? A MHE Kak
HAYHYT TacKkaTh Bce, yTo nomnazaercsi! Her yx, s aydiie cpasy
00bsicHI0. VI MHe mpoliie, 1 OXOTHUKAM 32 JIMIIIHUMU 3aiiYMKaMu
Oerarb He MPHUIETCS.

— O4eHb pa3yMHO, — coracuics bpaHrapa v misiHys1 Ha Mo-
npyry Jlectanbl ¢ BecesbiM, HO HCKPEHHUM YBAKEHHUEM.

«A 51 Obl mprHEC Tebe XOTh COTHIO OJIEHEH, — otyMas X0JIbM
C TOM K€ CJIaJIKOM TOCKOM, 4TO MpoOupasia ero HaCKBO3b MpH
OJIHOM B3IJIsI[Ic HA TOHKYIO TUOKYIO (PUTYPKY, 3aTSHYTYIO B TEM-



HO-CHHee IJIaTheé M YBEHUaHHYI0O KOPOHOH U3 OeNOKYphIX BO-
noc. — W BeIOMpait cama, 4To MoXenaemib. .. A TTOTOM yTKHYJICS
Obl MOPIOH B KOJIEHU U AOJITO HE MEPEeKUbIBAIICS B UEJIOBEKA,
JbIllIa TBOUM 3aI1aXOM U 0kKU/ias IPUKOCHOBEHUS PyKH. .. bpan,
IJIynel, Kak Thl MOXEIIb CMOTPETh Ha KOTO-TO €llle, KOorja OHa
pagom? ! »

Ero BOpyr CJIOBHO YKOJIOJNO MEkJY JIONATOK OLIYLIEHUE 41y-
*oro B3raaa. Hacropoxusimmce, Xonbm nocrapascs He3aMeT-
HO OIJISLIETHCS, HO BOKPYT TO U JIEJIO MEJIbKAJIM FOCTH KJlaHa. Bor
IpoIlLIa Tapa TOHKUX U3AIIHBIX JIMCcHIL, Kpacysach pLKUMM 1e-
BEJIIOPaMU M OOraThIMU HapsIaMH, BOT KUBHYJI XOJIbMY 3HAKO-
MbI Bonk n3 CepbIX. .. A Ha Iylle CTAaHOBUJIOCh BCE TPEBOKHEE.
I'me e Pocomaxa?

XoJBpM CHOBA IOCMOTpEN Ha JeByluek-Pricen. Jlecrana uro-
TO cKazasia, U JleiiB, pacibIBIIUCh B YJIBIOKE, Pa3MallUCTbIMU
1aramMmu ToIleN K najarke, rae NpoAaBaiv ropsYdid MeIOBbIN
cOutenb. Porsons, peBHMBO MPOBOIMB €r0 B3MIIAIOM, 3aTOPO-
nwics crnenoM. Haeproe, paccyamm, 4to OoJbIie ABYX Kpy-
K€K TpUATENIb HE MPUHECET, a YYTUBOCTb CIEAYET OKa3aTh U
roctio-Koty, u ceiHy cBoero Box/s. IlpaBuibHo pemw, B 00-
IIEM-TO.

Bbpanrapa, pasroBapusas ¢ FIBapom, MeIbKOM OIJIsIET MTalaT-
KU, JAJIbHUAE PsAIBl U KApyCe, HATKHYJICA B3MVIAIOM Ha XOJb-
Ma ¥ HeIOyMEHHO MOJHsU1 OpoBb. MoJ1, HY M 4ero Thl TaM CTO-
Illb, UM K HaMm? X0JIbM B OTBET CJIETKa MOTHYJI I'OJIOBOM, IPO
ce0s1 momocaioBaB. OH Obl ¢ pagocThio! Okazarbest psioMm ¢ Jle-



CTaHOM, TIOTOBOPHUTD C HEH Tak ke 0e33a00THO, KaK MIIA/IIIHH. . .
Moxet, oH cMor Obl CKa3aTh, KaK MTPeKpacHa CEroHs CBETIOBO-
Jocasi Prich!

Ho noka uro npugaercs nepxkarbcsi nopassiie. Pocomaxa mo-
JKEeT MOSIBUTHLCSA B JIIOOOK MOMEHT, 1 JTydIlle, 9T0OBI XOJIbM BCTpPe-
THJI €r0 OJIVH Ha OJJVH, He BMEIIINBasi B 3TO JIEJI0 OpaTta U TOCTEH.
Brpyr ero BHUMaHMe MPUBJICK IIIyM y TaJlaTKu co cOnTHeM. Ha-
CTOPOKHUBIIHMCh, XO0JIbM MIOCMOTpEJ Ty/1a, HEOOPO MPHUIITY PUIICT
U TIo111es1 K cBouM Bosikam, KOTopbIX TecHWIM Tpu Measensi.

— Yro 3a 11ym, rocroja xopoiiue ? — XMypo HOMHTEPECOBAJICS
OH, TIOYTH keJjiast, YToObl MenBeay Aaji IOBOJI HAJIOMaTh CBOU
TOJICTBIC IIIEH.

WM Obl BecTH ceOs1 TUIIe BOABI M HYDKE TPaBbI IOCJIE TOTO,
YTO YCTPOWJI IJIEMSIHHUK UX BOXKJsA! A OHU — CMOTpHU-Ka! — elne
CMEIOT MBIXKUTHCA !

— A Heuero He B CBOU 4epe]] 3a MUThEM JIe3Th! — PABKHYI
crapmmii u3 MenBeen, KpyIHbINA MTapeHb POCTOM ¢ X0JbMa, HO
CYTYJIOBATHI{ U C KPYIJIBIM CEPAUTHIM JIULIOM. — MBI paHblIie Mo-
onuIn!

— Tol emie ckaxu, 4TO 3Ty MajaTKy NpU Bac MOCTaBWIU, —
OrpbI3HYJICS 3aaupucThiid JIenB. — VI Men, HaBepHOe, ITYesibl Bam
Hocwn? Kiplk ! — 3aToponwiics oH, yBuaes Xonbma. — 51 nepBoii
noggomien! Poreosnj v mpasa MpuILien nocjie HUX, HO 51 yKe CTO-
an!

— DT0 BEpHO, — NOATBEPIUT COMTEHINMK, JIOBKO Pa3/IMBasi o
KPyKKaM IPSAHBIM TyIIUCTBIA HaNMTOK. — CHavana Bonk, notom



rocnoga Mengeau, norom Bropoil Bosik. .. He HykHO ccoputhbces,
Ha Bcex xBatuT! Celuac KaxaoMy HaJIbIO 10 KPYKEUKe. . .

OH 3ayJbIOasics, cTapasch MPEeKpaTUTh ccopy, HO Menseu,
HETPUA3HEHHO IJISIHYB Ha X0JbMa, TpoOypyaiy 4To-TO HeJIecT-
HOE O COUTHE, KOTOPBIN 3/IECh BapAT, OAUH BPOjie ObI TOIIes OT
NajJaTKH, HO TaK HEYKJIIOKe, 4To 3a1en Porsonga medom. Bro-
oM OKazaJicsl MeXy Bo3MyllleHHbIM JleiiBom u XonbMoMm, Tpe-
TUH. ..

Yro-T0 31€Ch OBUIO HE Tak. MenBeau, KOHEYHO, BEJIUKUE JIIO-
ouTenu Mena, 3a XOpOUINid COMTEHb OHM COOCTBEHHBIN KYIIBII
XBOCT OTJQJIyT, HO YTOOBI TaK HAIJIETh, OTKPHITO HAPHIBASCH HA
ccopy? Tonbko He ceriuac! XosnabMma BAPYr MOJHHMEW MPOIIMIIA
TpeBora. OH ynpyro marHy’ Ha3ajl, OTCTyIasi OT CBOUX APYKHUH-
HUKOB U TOCTEH, U pe3ko odepHysics. 3ap-pa3a! Ero Hagypum,
KaK HEeCMBIIIIJICHOro BOoJTYOHKa! BriMaHMIM Mofasibiie ot Opara
u Priceit! Knsareie Measenu, nogioe miemsi! Hago 6bi10 BoBpe-
MsI TIOyMaTh, YTO OHU OYAYT UT'PaTh Ha CTOPOHE €ro Bpara, eciu
caMu HaHsUTU youniry!

TOHKMIA IEBUYMI BCKPUK PE3aHyJl YIIH, HO XOJIbM yXKe JIETEI
00paTHO, Ha Oery BIVISABIBASICh B TO, YTO TBOPUIIOCH Y MIPUJIABKa
c sionokamu 111 Mmetanus. Jlecrana! Heyxemn Bpan nosonut
ee oobuaers?!

ToHeHbKUI CHTy3T PhicH, OOMUTHIA TEMHO-CUHUM IIEJIKOM,
Opocuiicsi eMy B I71a3a nepBbIM. JlectaHa cTosiia mo3aau cBoe-
ro IBOIOPOAHOro Opata, M KOT mpuKphIBal ee IjiedoM, psaoM
C HAM M HEMHOI'O BIIEPEAM 3aMep HANpPsKEHHBbIM, KaK TETUBA,



Bpanrapa. A mepell HUIMH — HEBBICOKUH JKUJIMCTBI 000POTEHb
C 4epHO-0eJI0i KOIMHOW JITMHHBIX TOHKUX KOCHYEK, Taaloiux
emy Ha cnuHy. KokaHas ofexna, IIMPOKUE ISl TAKOTO poOCTa
TJ1e4u, JJIMHHBIE pyKH. .. Pocomaxa! Ho nouemy Tam?!

— CKOJTbKO TBOHU JIEBKHM OepyT 3a HOub, KOT? — mporoBopusi on
DIyMIIMBO, oOpammasich kK MBapy. — [Tnady 3o5otoii 3a 3Ty Tem-
HEHBKYIO.

W neOpexHO KUBHYI B CTOpoHY BpaHrapaa, pazom noOnen-
HEBIIIETO TaK, YTO €ro Kapue rja3a MoKa3aJiuch OrPOMHBIMU U
TEeMHbBIMH.

XonbpM He ycres Ha Tapy MIHOBEHHA, MHa4e BOUJT Obl OCKOPO-
JeHue oOpaTHO B Hamiylo poxy Pocomaxu, He oxupaas, 4rto
MMEHHO TOT CKaXeT. A BHIIIUIO TaK, YTO STO YCJIBIIIAIN BCE BO-
KPYT, U OT MPHIaBKa C sIOJIOKaMU O SIPMApOYHOMY TIOJTIO TIO-
TNOJI3JIa KYTKasl TUIIMHA, CJIOBHO KPYTM OT OPOIIIEHHOTO B BOIY
KaMHSI.

Ho Bpanrapn He 0buT Ob1 BpaHrapiom, He TIOIBITAWCS OH BbI-
MyTaThCsl 1 OOOMTHCH O€3 ApaKHu.

— 3a0aBHO CKa3aHO, — PaCTSHYJ MJIAIINIA IyObl B XOJOTHOM
nopooun ynbiOku. — ConHIle y Hac kapkoe, COUTeHb M BHUHO
KpernKue, HaBepHOe, XMeJlb yapui Tede B TOIOBY M 3aTyMaHUII
ria3za. beiBaer, 3a ceOs 1 He B 00uze, M3BUHUCH TOJIBKO TIepeN
HAIlIMMU TIPEKPACHBIMU TOCThSIMU.

Bce erie MokHO ObUIO UCTIPaBUTh, CBEAS K HIyTKe. [ymnoii u
OTBpATUTENLHOM, HO 1yTKe. M Masio kTo ocynui Obl Bpanrapaa,
PELIUBIIEro MPUIIOAHO MPOSIBUTh CHUCXOAUTEIBHOCTh K TEpe-



Opasiiemy roctio. Ho Pocomaxa ockopou emie u Priceid, a BOT
storo bpaH He umen npaBa CIyCTUTh €My MO0 TeM e CaMbIM 3a-
KOHaM rOCTEIPUUMCTBA.

— O, na b 1 BripaBay He aeBka? — Pocomaxa roBopus rpom-
KO, M3[EBATEIbCKU, U Y HEr0 OTMEHHO MOJIy4aloCh MpPUBJIEYb
BHUMaHUe. J[lake Te, KTO He paccbIlaj epBbie CJI0Ba, CTATHUBA-
JICh B 0OJIBIIIOE TIIOTHOE KOJIbIIO, OKPYXkas U ero, u bpanrapaa
¢ XonsmoM, ¥ Poiceit. — Hano xe, a kak noxox! Hemyapeno, 4to
s mepernyTai. XOTs BOT ceiliuac pasmisijien NMoOIKe U AyMalo:
JIeBKa Thl UJIU HET, HO TUIATUTh 30JI0TOW BCE PABHO HE 3a UTO.

s BBI30Ba Ha OO XBaTHJIO OBl CKA3aHHOTO PaHbIIe, HO CeH-
yac Pocomaxa orpesain Bpanrapay Bce mytH k orctyruieHuio. [1o-
HUMaJI 3TO OH caM, oHuMau Bosiku u roctu, cMenaBiecs B
IUIOTHOM cTeHe BOKpyr. U bpanrapn, pasymeercs, Toxe. OTka-
3aThCsl OT TIOE/IMHKA TOCITE TTOI00HOTO — HeMBICTUMO. [To30p Jist-
KET Ha Bech KJiaH, Bosku notpeOyiot usrnanus bpanrapaa, 6yap
OH XOTb HACJIETHUKOM, XOTb CAMUM BOXKJIEM.

«Kakon ke g pypak! — oryaguHo nogyman XosnsM. — He 4
obu1 Hy)eH Menseasm! Pocomaxy HatpaBuiu Ha bpana! Ceituac
HAeMHUK ero yobeT, 1 KJiaH Oyaer oOesriasieH. [a He B kiiaHe
neno! O mon 6par! Mol muaaimumii OpaT, KOTOpPOro cefvac Ha
MOUX TIJ1a3ax MPUPEKYT, Kak OapaHa, IOTOMY 4TO s — Typak !»

OH marHyn Brepes, ¢ JeJsHON CMEPTEIbHON SICHOCTHIO TMO-
HUMasi, 4YTO U3 STOH JIOBYIIKH BbIXofa rnpocTo Het. JInbo Bpan
npuMet 0oi ¥ moruoHeT, oo Oynet ono3opeH. [Ipuyuem B Jio-
O60M ciyJae, TOTOMY 4TO MOJIOJION 3I0POBBIN BoJK, MO3BOJISIO-



WA KOMY-TO JIDYyTOMY BBIMTH 3a ceOsi B KpyT, HE 3aCITy:KUBAeT
YBaKEHUSI.

Moxer, bpan crpaBurca ¢ Pocomaxoun?! XonbM cam ero
yuui...

Jla, HO MIMEHHO MO3TOMY OH XOPOLIO 3HAJ Mpeesbl MacTep-
crBa Oparta. bpanrapa mor modenuts 06sryHOrO Boska u3 muan-
IIeH IPYKUHBI, HO ¥ TaM He Besikoro. CxJiecTHUCh Oparer] ¢ JIei-
BoM 1 PorBosnioM, XosbM nocraBusi Obl Ha ero conepHuka. Hy
He nana Matb-Bomuuna bpany BonHckoro tajanTta! Yma otcel-
najia meapo, TOJIbKO CeiYac OT 3TOro TOJIKY... YMOM KJIMHOK He
nepenonTh, a Ha rosice y Pocomaxu BECENTN B MOTEPTHIX KOXKa-
HbIX HOXHaXx J1Ba OMHaKoBbIX Mevya. O0oepykwuii! Boer Ha nap-
HBIX Meuax — KyTKUIA IPOTUBHUK !

Hla u Bca ¢urypa Pocomaxu, gaxe cemyac, KOrna OH CTOSI
0e3 IBUKEHHU S, JbIIIAIA OMACHOCTBIO. X0JIbM HYTPOM YysiI, 4TO
HAEMHUK OBICTp, JIOBOK M YMeJl, KaK JI000M, Ubsl )KU3Hb 3aBUCUT
OT BOMHCKOI'O MacTepcTBa. bpaHy M HECKOJIBKMX MTHOBEHUI HE
npoaepxarbcs! Ecm Tonpko Pocomaxa He moxkesnaer, BBIITOTHSIA
3aKas, ellle 1 pa3BieybCsl. . .

«bpaH MeHs1 BO3HEHABUJUT, — C TOM K€ XOJIOAHOU YETKOCTBIO
MBbICJIE TOHAJ XOJbM, Jesasl MOCJIEIHUN 1Iar U OKa3bIBasCh
MeKIy OpaToM M HAeMHHUKOM. — $l cefiuac YHIKY ero Tak, Kak
elle HUKTO U HUKOI/IA STOrO He Jefiall, fa W cAenarh Obl He TIo-
cmed. Ilocne Takoro IpyKuHa CTaHET CMEATHCA €My JIaXKE HE B
CIIMHY, a MpsMO B M10. KoHeuHo, korga MeHst He OyzieT psoM.
Ho Bce-taku cradeT... 3aT0 OH BBIDKUBET. ITO €IUHCTBEHHOE,



YTO MO-HACTOSLIEMY BaXKHO».

— Bpanrapna He gact Tebe moeAnHKA, — OPOCKII OH B YXMBLISI-
oleecs cmyrioe uio Pocomaxu, ncyepyeHHOE MHOXKECTBOM
uipamoB. — {l 3anpeiao. Bmecto Hero Bblidny 1.

— A, Tak mMwieHbkuil Bomuok Bce-Taku J€BOYKa, YTO CIIy-
1IaeTcs MYXKCKOIo cJioBa? — HapacreB npoTsHyn Pocomaxa, Ha-
CMEIUTUBO CMEPHUB MX 000X B3IJISIOM.

TulmHa BOKPYr pa3pa3wyiach BO3MYIIEHHbIMU BOIUISIMHU.
Opamu Bce! U roctu, u Bonku, mpuyem kasxkapiid — cBoe. O60cT-
PUBILIMMCS CITyXOM XOJIbM pa3jinyai KpUuku Measeseu, Te rojo-
CWJIH, YTO MYKYMHA JOJDKEH CTOSITh 3a CBOIO YECTh HEMTPEMEHHO
cam...

«Ecnu BhIKUBY, — OTpeleHHO nogyMan XojbM, — Haily UxX
Y BBI30BY KaXJOro 1o ovyepeau. M mocMoTpum, OATO JIM OHU
MPOCTOSIT Mepej TeM, KaK JIATYT...»

Bonky roMOHMIM MpayHO U 3710, OHM KaK pa3 MOHUMAaJH
XoJsbMa, HO TI030p KJIaHY MPOCTUTh HE MOIJIM. ..

— XoJbM, He HaJ0! — pa3fgasics psioM OYEHb CLIOKOMHBIM, HO
HEYJIOBUMO HarpsKEHHBIN rojoc Opara. — f BBy B KPYT.

— He Boiiienis! — orpesan XonbM, He MOBOPAYMBASICH, YTOOBI
HE BCTPETUThCSI ¢ BpaHOM B3MIs10M, Tak eMy ObUIO CTHIIHO. — 5
TBOW crapmmii Opat. A ermie — st Kitelk TBoero kiana. U mpuka-
3bIBATh MHE MOXET TOJIKO BOXK/Ib, @ HE €r0 HACJIC/THUK.

PasroBopbl BOKPYT IUIECHY/IM HOBOW BOJIHOM, HO XOJIbMY Obl-
Ji0 Bce paBHO. OH cienan Bce, YTO MOr, Tepell KJIAaHOM U TOCTsI-
MU Mpu3HaB bpaHa mpsMbIM HACJIEIHUKOM BOX/ISI B 0OXOJI Ce-



6s1. OHO J1eNIo — KOTa CTapIuil OpaT 3acTynaercs 3a MIIa/Iie-
r0, 9TO TIOHSITHO, OTHAKO 0OOOMM He MPUHOCUT decTu. M coBceM
Jpyroe — Korja Ha 6ou uyet Kiibik, yeli BOMHCKUI JIONT Harlpsi-
MYIO 3acTaBiisieT 6epeyb BOXAA U ero KpoBb. HeBaxkHo, uTO 312
KPOBb Y HUX OOIIas.

— XOJIBM. ..

B rosnioce Bpanrapna Ob1T0 CTOJIBKO OTYasTHHOM 3JI0CTH, CKOJTb-
KO X0JIbM HUKOT/A y HEro He ciblial. Miaaimmid Bce MoHuMal
erie stydriie! Beioop y Hero Obu1 MpocT: ymepeTh 1oy Meyamu Po-
COMAaxH WJIM TPU3HATh, YTO Opar crmacaeT Tedst OT CMEPTH, TIPH-
KPBIB COOOM.

U Bce 310 Ha r1azax Oyayiiei HeBecThl!

— TBI XOTEN oegrHKa ¢ CbIHOM Bokas, — MATKO, ITOYTH Jiac-
KOBO cKazas XoibM Pocomaxe, BHIOPOCUB 13 TOJIOBBI BCE, UTO HE
Kacasoch Oyayiero 6osi. — Tol ero nomyuuib. Wnu mpocu mpo-
IEHUS 32 KaxkJJ0e cKazaHHoe clioBo. Ha KoneHsix.

— 3a xBoct ceds ykycu, Bomiok, — ockamuics Pocomaxa, B
IJ1a3aX KOTOPOTO TUIECKAJIOCH JTIOTOE pa30uapoBaHue. — A JIydliie
cpa3y 3a siira. OTKycH U OCTaBb UX B HACIIE/ICTBO CBOEMY MUJIAJI-
IeMy, eMy HyKHee.

— 4 emy TBOM monapio, — nooderan XoiabM, KOTOPOMY ObLIO
HE JIO PUTYATLHOU TiepeOpaHKH, HO UTO MOJENIaTh, TONIA KaIHO
JIOBUT KaXJ10€ CJIOBO, KaXK/Iblid B3I U KecT. — Eciv Haliy ux,
KOoHe4YHO. OH Ha phIOAJIKY C HUMHU CXOIUT, aBOCh KAKOW TJTyTIblid
Kapach U KJIIOHET. ..

B Tonme ciplmanich CMENKY 1 YJTIOMIOKaHbe, rapa J100poxo-



TOB TOPOIUIMBO YEPTUJIa BOKPYT HUX ¢ Pocomaxoii Kpyr 1maroB
Ha JECATH B [IONIEPEYHUKE. 3J10€ MOTYIECHHOE COJHIIE MEKJIO TaK,
410 XO0JIbM B CBOEH pyOalllke U3 TOHKOW IepCTH JaBHO BCHOTEN,
Ha 3aMI1IeBoi ofiexxae Pocomaxu Toxe ObUTH MOTEKH MOTa, OfHA-
KO HAa€MHUK U He JAyMaJl CHATh KypTKy. OH MOTSHYJI Meuu Ofi-
HOBPEMEHHO 00EMMM PyKaMH, BHITACKMBAS U3 HOKEH, U XOJIbMY
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO B HOC OpocuJIcs 3anax cBexeil KpoBu. CJIOBHO
OHA YK€ IMPOJINUJIach Ha TPaBy, HAKAHYHE ILEAPO MPUCHITIAHHYIO
MECKOM [JI51 YACTOTBI.

— JleuB! — okyukHys1 XoasM. — Ut MHE paid.

O0a 1py:KMHHUKA CTOSUIU psAOM ¢ PricsiMu, BUJT Mest caMblii
BUHOBaTHIi. He yGeperiiu ot ockopOneHusi, He OKa3aJuCh PsijioM,
Korja 31o 6b10 Hy)HO! JleliB copBaJicsi ¢ MecTa Moji peBHUBBIM
B3rIs110M PorBonaa, copBan n3-3a ClHbI HEOOMBIIION KYTauHBIHA
T 1 6erom ero npurec. OH ypOIUIICS pOCITBIM, U Ha yUeOHbIX
MOEAVHKAX UMEHHO €ro UT XO0JIbM YacTO OJAIKUBAJ, TaK YTO
pEeMeHb NepeTATruBaTh He MPUIETCS.

— Vnaum, Bokak! — BBIIOXHYJ JPY:KMHHUK THUXO. — A €Clu
YTO... Mbl C HUM Bce N0 o4yepeau Bbixoauthb Oynem! IToka He 3a-
BaIMM !

— 3a00T/IUBbBIE BBl Y MEHSI, — YXMBUTbHYJICSI HATIOKA3 XOJbM. —
Monwics nyumie Matepu-Bomautie, 4ro6 on menst mpummuod. Bep-
HYCh JHBOH, OyzieTe ¢ POreosiiom kazapmbl Mecsiit ipauTh. YToo
HE MOAIYCKAIN OJIM3KO BCAKMX BOHIOUEK !

— Jla xoTb ron! — uctoBo MOKJIsyIcs JIeB 1 HBIPHYJT 0OpaTHO
B TOJILY.



X0J1bM B3BECHUJI IPUBBIYHYIO TSKECTh, 3aTSHY/I PEMEHb, KOTO-
PbIM IIUT KPEMmuics Ha pyKe, U MEMJICHHO TMOTSHY U3 HOXEH
Meu. [nssHyn Ha Pocomaxy, ¢ jiMiia KOTOpOro Tak U He CXOOM-
Ja rymivBas ynelOka. M Bce, ocTaBlieecs: 3a TIyOOKoO# yep-
TOW, TPOBEJICHHOM B TIECKE SPMAPOYHOrO MOJIs, CTAJI0 HEBAXKHO.
Ectb 0H 1 Bpar, u3 Kkpyra BeIAET JIAb oauH. [IpaBuito npocroe,
CTpAIllHOE W CTapoe, Kak MUp. «A Bce, uyTo OyaeT MOTOM, OHO
TOJIBKO JJIsS TOrO, KTO U3 Kpyra BbliiieT. BoT Torga 06 stom u
NO/IyMalo, — CIIOKOWHO cKazan cebe XOoIbM.

k %k %k

V Bpanrapna 6sU10 MEpTBEHHO-OJIETHOE M 3aCThIBIIIEE JIUIIO,
IIPOCTO KaMeHHoe. Jlectana To BIUIsApIBajach B Miajiero Boin-
Ka, TO IMePEeBOIMJIa B3IJISII Ha ero OpaTa, XUITHO IMOJ00paBIIero-
Cs1 HAITPOTUB CONEepHUKA. A BpaHrapn cMoTpesn TOJIBKO Ha XOJIb-
Ma, U B ero Kapux masax Jlecrana Bugena oryasHue. 3noctb. U
CTpax.

Hey:xenu oH He Beput B modeay cBoero Opara? Cam Belb ro-
BOPWUJI, YTO XOJIbM — OIIBITHBIN BOMH, Ja U Pa3Be KOr0-TO JPYyro-
IO MIOCTAaBAT CTAPUIMM HaJl BOUCKOM ?

Jlecrana npencrasuia, uyro nepen Pocomaxoui crout MBap, n
cozmporHynack. [la oHa Obl ymeprna ot yxaca! XoTb 3a ponuya,
XOTb 32 JII0OOTO OJIM3KOTO UM TIPOCTO 3HAKOMOTO. .. Ho mouemy
eil He ctpaniHo 3a XonbpMa?! Heysxkenu oHa He xxenaet Bosky mo-
6enpl? [mynocty, xenaer, KOHEYHO.

[IpocTo eil He Bepuiioch, 4YTo XO0JIbMY YTO-TO yrpoxkaer. OHa
BCE ellle IOMHWJIa, KaKuM YBUZEJa ero B Apake ¢ Measenem.



BrICTpbIM, CHUIIBHBIM, SIPOCTHO XeCTOKMM. A Pocomaxa He BbI-
ITIAAUT HACTOJIBKO Yk onacHbM. OH Huke Boska u yxe B 11e-
yax, Ja emie OyJTo HapouHO TOpOUTCs, KPYIJIsl CIMHY, OOTSHY-
TYIO 3aMILIEBON KYPTKOM. . .

YyTbsa JlecTaHbl KOCHYJICS OCTPBI PE3KUH 3alax JAUKOro 3Be-
ps1, ci1oBHO Pocomaxa mitm HeJaBHO 000paunBaICs, I BOT-BOT
noskeH Obul. Ee pyky BAPYT CHITBHO CKaJld YbU-TO Nasiblibl, Jle-
CTaHa B3[IpOrHyJia, HO cpa3y yBHjena, uyto 31o Kaiica, koTopyio
Tonma npukana K Jlecrane cobcem 6mu3ko. C qpyrol CTOpOHBI
Bcraul MBap, 3a Hum u Kaiicout — npyxnHauku-Bonku. Ho bpan-
rapj] CTOsul CJIOBHO OTAEJIBHO, U JlecraHe moka3ajioch, 4To BO-
KPYT MJIQZILLETO ChiHA BOXK/IS HE3pUMasi CTEHa.

— OH Benb odeaut, MiBap? — TMXoHBbKO cKa3ana Kaiica. — Kak
THI TyMaellb?

— He 3Hat0, — ypoHU ABOIOPOIHBIN Opatell, U JPyKUHHUK,
YTO CTOSUI PSIIOM, METHYJI HA HErO KOPOTKUI HENPUS3HEHHBIN
B30I, — CONEPHUK OIMACHBIN. . .

«Heyxemu WBap ve yBepeH B mobene Xonbma? — M3yMUIach
Jlecrana. — OH Besp TOke BUIEN, Kak Bonk aepercs!»

Bonblie Bcero oHa ceilyac Myudmiaach HEBO3MOXKHOCTBIO T10-
JOUTH K BpaHrapay 1 KOCHYTbCs €ro I1ieua, MOJIYaJIiBO HAllOM-
HHB O CBOEM IPHUCYTCTBUHU. XOTh KaK-TO YOEIHUTh €ro, YTo OHa
BCE TNOHMMAET W He cuMraer Mianuiero Bonka tpycom. Bou-
HBI JJOJKHBI IPaThCsl 32 CBOETO BOXK/[s, 3TO UX OOSI3aHHOCTH, a
XO0JIbM — BOUH.

Ho Bpsan i cenuac bpanrapny no Hee. i Her? Pocomaxa



TOBOPUJI TaKKE MEP30CTH, BpaHrap MokeT peluThb, YTo /Jis1 Hee
3T0 YTO-TO 3HAUUT! Umn. .. HeT? «$] Hu4Yero He MOHMMAIO B TOM,
YTO MTPOUCXOAUT, — C OTYassHUEM Toaymadna Jlecrana. — HyxHo
ObL10 OOJIbIIIEe Y3HABATh O BOMHCKUX 00bIYasix! A s permJia, 4to
9TO JIeJI0 Moero Oyayiiero cynpyra-koncopra! Matb-Prich, po-
11y Te0si, mycTh Bce oOoiaeTcs!»

OHa nmoutu ymycTwia MUT Hadaja noeauHka. ITpocto nBoe
HIarHyJM JIpyr ApPYry HaBCTpedy, U TOJIINA MOJTYa BBIAOXHYIA.
Pocomaxa JUIMHHBIM CKOJB3SIIMM JBUKEHUEM YKJIOHWJICS OT
XospMa, MPBHITHYJ B CTOPOHY, U BA ME€4a B €ro PyKax 3acBEepKa-
JIY IJTMHHBIMU, CMEPTEJIbHO OMACHBIMU OJTMKAMU.

Jlecrana He pa3 Buzena Takux OOWIIOB, O4YeHb MHOTHE Pricu
MPEeINOYUTAIOT UMEHHO MapHbIE MEYU, TIOTOMY UTO ITO OpPYKUE
CKOPOCTU M TOYHOCTH, a He cujibl. Ho To ObUtM JIpykecKue Imo-
eIMHKU pay KpacoThl 00si — KTO Obl CTal BCephe3 JPaThCs B
NPUCYTCTBUM HACNIeTHUIIBI K1aHa? Pocomaxa ObUT Tak ke ObICTp,
KaK U ee COIJIeMEHHUKH, HO HUYYTh He 3a00THJICSI O KpacoTe.

PackpyTuB Meun OTHOBPEMEHHO TaK, YTO OHU MEJbKAJIHA BO-
KPYT HEro XyTKMM OOJIAKOM, OH IIarHyJ K XoJbMy, HO BoJk BbI-
CTaBWJI BIIEpe/l IIUT — U 00J1aKO CBEPKAIOIIEN CTaIM Pacnasoch,
OOpYIIMBIIKCH HA JIEPEBSIHHBIN KPYT, OOMTHIN Kene3oM. B mpa-
BOU pyke y XoJbMa ObIT Meu TsiKeliee W UTMHHee KIMHKOB Po-
comaxu, u Jlecrana nonsuia, yto Bosk paccuMThIBaET HE HAa CKO-
POCTb, a Ha cuily. OH MOJCTABJIAN IIUT MO APOCTHBIE aTaKHU MPO-
TUBHHKA, 1 CMEPTEJIbHO KPaCUBBI PUCYHOK JBMXeHU Pocoma-
XU MOCTOSIHHO JIOMAJICS, PacrafasiCh Ha OTIEIbHbIC YAAPHI.



— Hasaii, Bomuok! — To im menrana, To a1 croHanza Kaiica. —
[Momoru Te6e JlyHa!

Jlectana ¢ KkonbHYBIIEW Ceplle PEeBHOCTHIO YBHUjENa, Kak
Bpanrapn Opocri Ha MOAPYTY KOPOTKHIA OnarogapHblid B3I,
HO TYT %€ CHOBa OTBEPHYJICS, CJe/s 3a OpaTtoMm. A Kak xe oHa?!
Ona Benp Toxke nepexuBaet! U xemaer Xomsmy nodenst! [Tpo-
CTO He TIpUyYeHa BbIKa3bIBaTh MIPU BCEX CBOM UYyBCTBA, /JIs Ha-
CJIE/IHULIBI 3TO HEMTPUJINYHO.

«A Korza Tel Mcryraiaack Xojbma, TO elle Kak 3TO IoKas3ania, —
CepaMTO M BUHOBATO CKas3aja oHa cama cebe. — M Gmarogaputhb
€ro MOTOM CTOWJIO cTapatelsibHee... Mexkay mpounMm, cefiuac oH
Cpaxaercsi He TOJIbKO 3a BpaHrapaa, KOToporo Thl JTIOOUIIb, HO
Y 32 TBOIO YECTh».

U Bce-Taku 60SATHCS HE BHIXOAWIIO. Bokpyr Oblia Ta camast sip-
Mapka, rJie OHM Nosiyaca Hasaj, Beceauiuch, Bonku u Kaiica ku-
nanu si05oku, a bpanrapy yneioancs Jlecrane. .. I oHa HUKak He
MOTJIa TOBEPUTb, UTO B TAKOM COJIHEYHOM, ’KAPKOM, BKYCHO IaX-
HYIIEM U PAJOCTHOM MECTE€ MOXET IPSMO Ceituyac KTO-TO yme-
petb. Ctanp Meuell cBepKaeT Mpa3AHUYHO U SIPKO, CONEPHUKHU
JBUTAIOTCS, CJIOBHO TAHIYIOT. . .

W TyT ToNMma cnutHO axHyna. JlectaHa yBujesa, 4To Ha Ipeq-
IUIeYbe MpaBor pyKu XoJbMa MPOCTYIAEeT TEMHOE MATHO, U J10-
rajianach, 4ro 310 KpoBb. Ho OHa gaxe He 3amermia ygapa! A
Bonk ux orpaxaer, ot 1epeBsIHHOTO LIUTA JIETAT IUENKHU, U €CITU
OH ocyiabeeT OT MOTepu KPOBH U MPOITYCTUT ellle OauH. .. Eciu B
TOpJIO WM Tpyb. .. [la Bce paBHO Kyna!



Kaiica kpenue cxkxana ee pyky, u JlectTaHe HAKOHEL-TO CTaJIO
crpamHo. [Toromy uro XoyibM He Hamajgasl, OH JIMIIb MPUKPHI-
BaJICS IIUTOM C BBIITYKJION OJISXOM, M OOKa y 3TOrO IUTa ObUIN
yke u3psaHo noceveHsl. [loueMy oH He atakyer B orBeT? Yero
xper?! Heyxenn Pocomaxa HacTonbKO cuibHee?

Jlecrana 3akycuiia ry0y, 4yBCTBYs, Kak ObicTpee ObeTcst cepi-
1ie. Bokpyr cTbuIO Tsken0€ MOTYaHKe, TOJMNA 3aTansia JbIXaHue,
KaK euHbIi yenoBek. OHa nocmotpena Ha bpanrapaa u pasris-
Jena, Kak 1o Iieke Mosiogoro Boska ot BUCKa Mon3eTr mpo3pay-
Has Karuid nora. .. HanpsixeHHbIM, Kak cTpyHa, bpanrapa He o1-
pbIBaJI B3MIsi1a OT Oosi. I Koraa ero Jimiio uckasmiock, Jlectana
He Cpa3y NOHslJIa — IOYEMY, a IOTOM TOJIIIa BOKPYT CHOBA axHYyJa
€/IMHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— X0-0-0JIBM. ..

Kpaemkom rnaza Jlecrana Tosbko ycrnena yBUIETh, YTO OIUH
U3 KJIMHKOB PocomMaxy B3jieTaeT BBEPX 0 KAKOW-TO CTPaHHOM
HenpaBWIbHOW yre. W Kak B 3Ty Npopexy CTajbHOU MayTHUHBI,
YTO TKAJIM 00a KJIMHKA OJITHOBPEMEHHO, BPBIBAETCSI Me4 XO0JIbMa,
CTpAIIIHBIM KOPOTKUM yIapOM OITyCKasICh HA OTKPBIBIIHICS OOK
npoTtuBHUKA. HeBO3MOXHO ObICTPO, CIOBHO He Bosk 10 3TOrO
BCE BpeMsl IATUIICS U IPUKPHIBAJICS.

«OnuH yaap... — 4yepe3 HaKaTHUBIIYIO JypHOTY nogymaia Jle-
CTaHa, HE B CWJIaX OTBECTH B3IVIsIJl OT KPOBABOI'O MsATHA Ha Mec-
ke. M oT Toro, Kak MeJIEHHO pa3BOPAYMBAETCS U NAJAET IOBEPX
9TOro MsTHA CONEPHUK XOJbMa, HE MepecTaBasi UCTEKATh KPO-
BBIO U3 )KYTKOM paHbl. — OH BbIAEPKAII IECATKU YIApOB, ECIIH HE



cotHu. U cam yyapui B OTBET BCEro OJIMH pa3. .. Tak BOT Kak 3TO
obiBaeT. OIMH MUT — U BCeE!»

— XonbM! Xompm! X0-0-0-0-71bM! — Opaiu BOKPYT, CPHIBASICh
Ha BOW, BU3I U pblYaHUE.

Jlecrany 3amyTnino. OHa crosiia Tak OJIM3KO OT Kpyra, YTo ro-
pAYMM 3amax KPOBU JOCTUT €€ M CJIOBHO OIyCTWJICSA Ha KOXY,
JIMIKWX U MEP3KUH.

XO0JbM OIJIs1€JT BOIIAILYIO TOMITY C TEM K€ TOUHO BbIPAKEHU-
€M JIMI[a, C KOTOPBIM IyCTUJI CBOIO MOOETHYIO CTpeny. XOJIoa-
HBIM, COCPEJOTOYEHHBIM, YCTAJIBIM, KaK ITOCJIE TSKEJIOU HEIPH-
SITHOW padoThl... CJIOBHO He TOOEUI, @ IPOUTPaJl, TOIBKO BCE
BOKPYT JIO CMX IIOp 3TOrO TaK U HE MOHSIIN.

Ha Pocomaxy oH pgaxe He mocMoTpein. TonbKO mepeiarty
OZIVH U3 MeYeH, JIeKaIMX Ha TeCKe, 9yTh Oosee JUIMHHBIM, YeM
apyrue, marom. Tak ke CIOKOMHO IMOKWHYJ KPYr U MOILIEN K
Bpanrapay. Jlecrana Buzena u cipliiana, Kak ¢ Kax/abIM ero Ia-
TOM TOJITIA 3aThXaja, OyITO HACTOPOKMUBIIKCH, M KOTJA JIO Hee,
Jlecranbl ocraBasoch TpU-4eThIpe 11ara, a 10 bpanrapna — scero
onuH, XoibM octaHoBwIcs. [TocmoTpen B GneqHoe ymiio 6para
Tak, 4to JlectaHy npoH3usIa HEMOHSATHAS KAJIOCTh K HUM 000UM,
Y TUXO YPOHUIIL:

— IIpoctn. Hexopomo Beiwio. IloroBoputs Hy:XKHO NpPAMO
ceuyac.

— JKuBoii... gypeHn! — BbIIOXHYJ BpaHrapn u nepenpbirHy.i
STOT Pa3JESIONIUNI UX I1ar, CTUCHYB XOJbMa B OObATHUSX.

Panom npeirana u Buszkaia ot pagoctu Kaica, npyxuHHU-



Kku-Bosku oOHUMAaUCh, CTyYa APYT Apyra Mo CIIMHE KyJIayuIia-
mu. laxxe MBap orrasi1 IMIOM U CMOTpeJI Ha XOJbMa. .. CTPaH-
HO cMotpet. To nu ¢ yBaxeHueMm, To Jiu ynuBieHHo. A Jlectany
CJIOBHO TOIJIa[IMJ1a 10 CIIMHE OTPOMHAsl MsTKas Jlana, TshKesas,
NyImcTasi, korga XojbM MoBepx Iieya bpanrapaa nocMotpen
npsAMo e B uio. BuHoBato 1 TpeBO:kHO. byaro oHa, Jlectana,
ObL1a 11 Hero crpaiuHee Pocomaxu!

«OH cnac moero bpanrapna, — ¢ oryasHueM nogymana Jle-
CTaHa, yroBapuBasi ceOsi YIbIOHYThCSI M OTBETUTH OJIaroIapHO-
cTeio. — Jla, OH cTpamHbIid, HO moouT Opara! Ecim Obl... ecnm
Obl HEe XOJIBM...»

Ha Hee BApyr HakaTuiio OcO3HaHUE, YTO O€3 ITOro KYTKOrO
NOJTy3Beps1 B KPYr NPUILIOCh Obl BbIiTH Bpanrapmy. YMHomy,
KPacMBOMY, HO MSITKOMY — MPOTHUB CTAJbHOTO BUXPSI B pyKax
Bpara. M BOT TyT eil cTasio cTpaiiHo rno-HacrosuiemMy. [yno, 3a-
1103/1aJ10, HO HEBBIHOCUMO.

OHa Bce-Tak MOIBITANACh YIBIOHYThCST XOJIbMY, HO 3aCTBIB-
IIMe Kak Ha Xonofe TyObl He CIyIanuch, 1 Boik ycmexHyscs
B OTBET C HEOXKUJAHHO MOHMUMAIOIIEN TOPeUbl0. A TIOTOM OTBEJ
B3[JIS1]l HEBO3MOXHO CUHUX I71a3, KOTOpbIE KX bl pa3 yIuBJIs-
mm Jlecrany, u el crao jierde Aplarb. TOIbKO OYEHb TOCKIMBO
04YeMy-TO.



I'naBa 9. Me:xxay Jico 1 COBOH

— [enek, mpitiamu nomeveHHsbiil! Yyueno odnesnoe! Tol yem
aymai, a?!

Xo0bM 3aCTbUT y CTE€HBI, MOJYA IJISI/1s1 HA MPAYHOTO M TOXeE
HUYEro He ToBOPSILEro oTia. BripoueM, Hy kbl B TOM U He Obl-
710, O6par crapascs 3a Bcex. C Toro MOMeHTa, Kak OHH MepecTy-
MIWJIXA HOPOT OTLHOBCKOM CHayibHU, BpaH 1 MUHYTHI HE TOMOJTYAIL.
JlaBHO OH Tak He Opall...

— W uT0 51 gomkeH ObUI ceaTh, MO-TBOEMY ? — XMYPO CIIPOCHIT
XoJbM, IOk IABIIUChH, KOTJIA MJIA/IIIUI CMOJIKHET, YTOObI Mepe-
BecTH JyX. — JlaTb emy Te0s1 yOUTh?

— Tynuma! — 3aBornut cHOBa HaOpaBIIUI BO3IyXa B JIETKHE
Bpan. — Pacckazars Tol nomken Obu1! MHe! Buepa! Cpazy, kak
yeabimain! Heyxenu HeNMmoHATHO?

— INonsTHO, — pOBHO cornacuiicst XonbM. — 1 Ol TeOe paccka-
3a11, a Tel OblI Bce perw, Aa? Hy u uto nmenno? Basn 6wt Po-
comaxy 3apaHee? Tak ero cioBo nmpotus cinoBa Measenen! Onu
IIPOCTO OT BCEIro OTKaxyTcs! A eciy MPU3HAIOTCS — HAYHETCS
BOiHa!

— Her, Oparer, Thl Bce-Taku MeHEK, — YCTAIO U Ha JJUBO CIIO-
KOWMHO cKa3asi bpaH, ocTaHaBIMBasCh U IS HA HEro 30JI0TH-
CTO-KapyMH OTILIOBCKUMHM IMa3amu. — U eme kakou... Ml Obl
BpeMsi BBHIMTpaJi, TToHUMaeIb? BoT 3Toro Bcero To4HO ObI ce-
rogHs He ciayuniiock! Jla, Mbl Obl B3sutn Pocomaxy mo-tuxomy.



Wnm HOUBIO, WM MPSMO Ha sipMapke. M mpuiuiock Obl CKaTh
HOBOI'O HAEMHUKA, a 3a JICHb TAKUE JIeJa He AealoTes. Yepes Tpu
JHS sipMapka Obl KOHYMIIach, Me/iBeIn yexaiu JOMOU He COJIO-
HO XJ1e0aBIly, a Yy Hac ObLIO Obl BpeMsl MOATOTOBUTHCA K. .. 1a K
yemy yrogHo! A teneppb 4to? Thl XOTh MIOHMMAEIIb, KAK HA Me-
HA JpyXHUHA cMOTpHUT, a? TBosa npyxnHa, Xonsm! OHU U Tak Ha
BCEX yIJIax OpPYT, UTO BOXKAEM Thl IOJIKEH ObIThb, a He 51! A Ternepb
BOBCE. ..

— lpyxuHa 6€3 MOEro cjoBa HIYEro He CIIeJaeT, — PO
XoIbM, N3HBIBAsI OT OECCUIIBHOW BUHBI M 3]I0CTH HAa CAaMOTO CeOsl.

[loka Bpan npocto kpuyail, a oTer MOT4aJIMBO OCy XA, Tep-
neTb 3710 ObUIO Jlerye. Teneps ke X0JbM SICHO OHUMAJI, B Ka-
KYIO JIOBUYIO IMYy CIIMXHYJ KJIaH CBOEH I'Op/IbIHEW U KEeIaHUEM
penuTh Bce camomy. Buepa 310 kazanoch 6e3ynpedHo BepHO! A
BE€/lb €CJIM NIOAyMaTh, bpaH Bo BceM mpas. ..

— VBepeH? — ycMexHyiicsl bpaHrapa, CKpecTuB pyky Ha rpyau
¥ 15151 HA HETO C XOJIOIHOM 3JI0CThI0. — BOT mpsIMo 3a Kaxa0ro
Y3 HUX nopyuulibes ronoBon? U 3a ponuyen ux? U 3a kaxno-
ro aypHs B kiane?! A Obi1 Obl 1 MenBesieMm, s1 Obl TETieph HA py-
Kax Te0s Hocul 3a Takoi nogapok! MM Beero-to ocrasnoch Teds
NpUIIHONTH, 2 Ha MeHs Bce cBaIUTh! Yl TBOM APYKMHHUKYU MEHS
TOJILIMM PyKaMU Ha KycKM pa3opByT 3a cBoero Kieika! [Toromy
yTO Bee noepaT! Ou, XosbM. ..

OH CTHUCHYJ BUCKM JIQJOHAMHU M NOKavaj royiooil. ITorom
yOpan pyKH ¥ MOCMOTpPEJ C TaKOW OOUIHOM KaJIOCTHIO, UTO Y
XosbpMa 4TO-TO ragko noTsaHyno BHyTpu. Hy na, He cuieH oH B



XUTPbIX Tpomnax KjaaHoBbIX AeJi. He ero ato! Ho Beapb 3a 310 bpan
€ro Bceraa M o0, HEM3MEHHO MOBTOPSISl, YTO JOBEPSIET, UTO
XoJbM — €IUHCTBEHHBIH, KTO HE MIPEJACT, HE YIAPUT B CIIMHY. ..

— XBaTUT, — YPOHUJI TSKEJIO U MPAYHO OTELl, OTXO/s OT CTe-
HBI M CaJsACh Ha KpoBarh. — YTO Tenepp TONKY Kpuyarb? bpan,
Mengeasimu cam 3aiiMenibest. UToO moporue roctu 6e3 oxpaHsl
Jaxe B YOOPHYIO HOC BHICYHYTb HE MOTJIH. A KaK TOJBKO sSipMap-
Ka KOHUYUTCS — AyXY UX B TOPOJE OCTAaThCsl HE NOKHO! BOMHBI
BCE PaBHO He M30exaTb, Mbl PBICSIM TTOMOIIL OOEIain, HO HY K-
HO MOTSAHYTb, CKOJIBKO NOJYYUTCA. Y HAC TENepb HOBOE PYCIIO
— r1aBHas 3a00Ta. YtoObl KOpabiu Kak MOXHO CKOpee TOILTN
HanpsAMYyIo. . .

OH nomopIuJICs U TOXe MOTEP BUCKU JIAJJOHSIMHU, a IJ1a3a Cy-
POBO OJIECHY/IM U3-TIO IMIUPOKUX TYCTBIX OpoBer. XOJIbM OITSITh
OTYET/IMBO MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOs JMIIHUM. HarkoauBimm 1ieH-
KOM, KOTOPBI! CBOEM Y POCTBIO [IOJIOMAJI BaKHbIE B3POCIIBIE I171a-
Hbl. Hy n1a, ceituac peka BaxHee Bcero! Tskenble TOProBbie Cy-
na KaGaHoB moka 4to uayT MuMo 3emenb YepHbix BoskoB mo
3ems1siM Mengesieil, Ho eciiu KaGaHbl CMOTYT 1O HOBOMY pyCITy
COKpATUTh IMyTh 10 OOJIBIION BO/ABI B TIOJITOPA pa3a, Kak roBO-
pun Bpan, um Oyaer BeIrO[jHEe 3aKJIIOUUTh HOBBIN COIO3 YKe He
¢ Mensenamu, a ¢ Bonkamu. ..

— Boiinbl He n30exaTh, — 9XOM OTKJIMKHYJICA bpaHrapy, cioB-
HO yMTasi ero Meiciu. — Ham Obl ceituac noroBop ¢ Kabanamu
ox kak npuroawics! Ho cHauasia Hy’)KHO petuTh, 4to ¢ PeicsiMu
JeJarh.



OH otouien ¢ cepeMHbl KOMHATBI, TJI€ CTOSUI, CJIOBHO IPHU-
KpbIBasi X0JIbMa OT OTLA, U YITaJ B HU3KOE MATKOE KPECIIO BO3JIE
MyCTOro oyara. JIeToM OroHb B OTKPBITOM YCThE TIEUYU HE TOpell,
HO X0JIbMY SIPKO BCIIOMHHUJIOCh, KaK B IETCTBE OH JIIOOMJT CUJIETh
TaMm BMecTe ¢ BpaHOM y OTIIOBCKHUX HOT...

Poicu? XombpM cTHCHY 3yObl, yroBapuBast ce0Osl, 4TO CTOUT TIO-
Mosyath. OH M Tak BYEpa HaroBopwmi oTily JjuinHero. Ho kak
crnepxarbcs, eciau peub uier o Jlecrane? Hy nouemy 3a 3tu 1HU
OH TaK M He NoroBopuii ¢ Aeymkon?! OTKyga 3Ta cTpaHHas Tpy-
coctb? Hukorga XonbM He poOelt ¢ JIeBUIIaMU, HO TIO MSTKO
CHSIIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM CepeOpUCTHIX IV1a3 I0HOW Phicu emy maxe
POT OTKpbIBaTh HE XOTeNOCh. Pa3Be MOryT cjoBa nepejarb, 4YTo
OH YyBCTBYET K Hei?!

— CurpyH roBopur, 4to 104b Paccumopa yxe BoiOpana bpa-
Ha, — TaK K€ MpPa4yHoO cKazaJ oreu. — Buaut Marb-Bomunna, g
Hajnesicsa Ha uHoe. [Tomonmuu! — npenocreperaoiiie Opocui oH
BCKUHYBIIEMYC X0nbMy. — Cam BUAMIL [TOCJIE CETOJHSAIIHETO
— KJIaH THI He yAepkuIlb! DTo Tede He MEeYOM MaxaTb, 371eCh Iy-
Matb Hajo! Hanepen u 060 Bcem cpasy! C t1e0s1, TypHS, MIKypy
CHMMYT — a Thl U HE 3aMeTHUllIb. TONbKO YIUBUILILCSA, YTO XBOCTA
HET — MaxaTh HeueM. Eciu Poich ocTaHeTcst y Hac, Tak ToMy U
ObiTh. Ho TsIHYTH GOJbITIe Henb3s. [0 KOHITa SpMapKu OHA JJOJIK-
Ha J]aTh OTBET, KOT'O BHIOMpAET.

— W Kak Thl MEHS C HEWl OTIPaBUIlIb, €CJIU 51 He Noeny? — Iy-
X0 cripocus1 XoJIbM, HEHaBHU/Isl B STOT MOMEHT U ceOs1, ¥ OTLIa, U
naxe bpana. — Ha nenu norammre?



— Ia XOTb B KJIETKE MMOBE3YT, €CJIY MPUIETCS ! — pIBKHYJI OTell,
BCKakuBas ¢ KpoBaTh. — COBCEM OIOJIOYMEN, EHOK paHbIi?
Xouelb JI0k/IaThes, TOKa TeOe royioBy Opara npunecyT? Ecim
Thl HEMEIJICHHO U3 KJIaHa He yOepenibcsi, Tak U Oyzaet! f ne
IUISI TOTO TOPOJ CTPOWJI, YTOOBI BCE MPAXOM HM3-3a OTHOTO AypPHS
nonwto! TeGe uTo BakHee, BIACTh WM CEMbsi? YTPOOUIIb BEIb
KJIaH, ap-p-pIIUBeEL. ..

XonpM mpoMosyai. 31as ropbkas oOuga CTHCHYJA roplo,
KOMOM BCTajla B IpydM, MejIeHou 3actenuia B3rsaj. KomHara,
OCBEIIIEHHAs] TIApOi MOACBEYHHUKOB, M (DUTYPHI OTIIA C OpaToMm
NOIIbUIM Niepea ma3ami. .. Kak ke nporuBHo! Heyxenn orent
JEVCTBUTEIIBHO yMaeT, uTo X0JIbM pBeTcs K Biactu? U ajis ato-
ro rotoB nepecrynuthb yepe3 bpana? [la oH Bcero Jiviilb XO4er,
9YTOOBI HA HETO HE CMOTPEJ, KaK Ha BBIPOIKA !

— He Hano tak, oren, — Tuxo ckasan u3 kpecna bpanrapa. — 5
XonbMy BEPIO. A ThI CIIMIIIKOM YaCTO CIyIIaeib Mo MaTh. Cam
3Haelllb, OHa B HEM HUYEro JOCTOMHOIO He BUAUT. XOJIbM — XO-
poumii Boxak 1 Kiblk ormeHHbi. Cyau Matb-Bomuniia HeMHO-
ro uHaue, 51 Obl caM CKa3aJl, YTO OH JOJDKEeH OBITh TJIaBOH KJIaHa,
a 51 IIpU HEM COBETHUKOM. TOJIbKO HE MOTYUYUTCH. . .

B ero ronoce 3Byuano Takoe HUCKpEHHEE COXaJIeHWEe, 4TO
XosbpMy CTaJI0 HeMHOTO Jierde. CoBceM He OTIEINIO, HO IepecTa-
JIM pBaTh U3HYTPU OCTPBIE KOI'TH OOMIBI XOTS Obl Ha Opata. Benp
v nipaBja bpaHrapa He BUHOBAT, 4TO POIMIICS YMHBIM U XUTPbIM,
KaK JIMC. A ellle KpacHUBbIM U CJIAJJKUM Ha SI3bIK, YTO TAK HPaBUT-
cq aeBymikaM. Y sydine He 1ymarb, Kak CMOTPUAT HA MJIaJIIe-



ro Jlecrana, nnaye. .. XO0JIbM C yKaCOM BAPYT HOHSUI: OH MOKET
CMUPHUTBCSA U OTAATh Opaty Mecto HacneqHuka. Ho ve Jlectany!

KoM B roprie yxe pBasicsi Hapyxy peldyaHuem, u bpan 6pocuit
B CTOPOHY XO0JIbMa OCTPBIN MPeAyNpek AN B3I, CIOBHO
XOTeJ Y4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Tpu oTIiie He Mor. «Ecmu 661 Curpyn
BCE 9TU rOfbl HE HACTpaMBaJla OTLA MPOTUB MEHs, — C IUTyXOU
HEHABUCTHIO TIOMyMas 0 Mauexe XonbM. — Eciu Obl He ccopra
Hac ¢ bpaHowm, He mena B yI BceM, KTO TOTOB ObLT €€ CITyIIATb.
WM Jlecrany HaBepHsKa OHA Hallyraja TEM, 4TO S YyJOBMILE U
HE MOTY YIIPaBJIATh CBOMM 3BepeM. [laBHO Beb pa3roBOpHI Ta-
kue uayt! Ecnu b1 He CurpyH, Bce Morio ObiTh nHaue! OTiry
He MPUIILIOCh Obl BHIOMpaTh Meskay MHOW 1 bpanrapnom! U Jle-
CTaHa JjocTanach Obl MHE KaK crapiiemy u Hacienanuky! U kiman
— ToXe... A s Obl BCIO XU3Hb JiIoOWI BpaHrapya, Kak mojoxe-
HO Opary, u caymiai ero coBerbl. Cam ke 3Halo, YTO MOCIyIIATh
ux crout. Ho Tenepp Bce HEMpaBUIIbHO. .. ByaTO B MyTHOI peke
IUIBIBEILD 10/ BOHOM | »

— Uro ¥ roBOpUTH TOrAa 00 3TOM? — pa3ApaXeHHO OTO3BAJICS
oren]. — He nomyuunTcs y Bac npaBuTh KJIAHOM B/IBOEM... — OH
ocekcsi, 1 XoJbM OyATO YCIBIIIIAN OTIIOM He cKa3aHHoe: «Cur-
PyH He nact». — Tak 4ro nmycts nous Paccumopa peraer cama.
[Noiinere ceromHsl Be4epoM Ha Mpa3IHMK, OyneTe MUTh, TaHIIe-
BaTh, BeceauTheA. [Iokaxere BceM, 4To ceMbsl BOXK/s KpenkKa 1
Hepymuma, sicHo?! Yto BbI, OpaThs, Ipyr 3a apyra ropoii! 1 ve
B3JlyMaiTe MOJApPaThCs 32 AEBUOHKY !

OH HaKJIOHWJICA Y IPUHAJICS PaCIIHYPOBBIBATH KOPOTKHUE I10-



JIyCaroXKH, sIBHO HAMEKasi, 4YTO pa3roBOP 3aKOHYEH.

— Kak ckasxerib, — poBHO cka3an bpanrapa v Bctasn u3 Kpecia,
CHOBa OpocHB Ha XO0JIbMa MHOTO3HAYMTEIIbHBIN B3I, — Torma
MbI cBOOOHBI? [lo Beuepa?

Oren kuBHYJI, U bpanrapn, kpenko B3 XosibMa 3a IUIEYO,
MOYTH CUJIOM YBEJI €ro, MOJIYAIlero, U3 KOMHAThl. BBIBOJIOK B
KOPHJIOP, TUIOTHO 3aKPbUT 32 HUMU OOOMMH JBEPb, ITPOTAIIHII
XobMa HECKOJIBKO 111ar0B M CTUCHYJI €r0 IJIEUU yXKe ABYMS py-
KaMU, BbIJJOXHYB:

— Hy u narBopu 1 nen, Opater;! Cam cebe Haraaui Tak, 4To
HU ogHOMY MenBeio He 1oj cuiy!

— Otcranb, — Opocus XoabM, CTapaTesibHO OTBOAS B3MJISA. —
bBe3 1ebs TOIIHO.

— Ceituac eme TomrHee Oyaet, — noodemian bpanrapa. — Ecim
Jlecrana BbiOepeT He TeOs... A Thl caM MOHHMMaelllb, KOro OHa
yke BbiOpasna... XojbM, Tynas Oamika, He perun! Ene pa3 Ha me-
HsI OCKQJIMIIbCA — 10 3y0am nomyuuiins! Jlepku 3Bepsi, KOBPUK
ThI OJIOXACTHINA !

— IIpocty, — BeigaBu XoJbM, IEUCTBUTEIbHO YCThIIUBIIKCH.

Yro 310 ¢ HUM? [Touemy nociieiHue JHU BOJIK PBETCS HAPYKY
TaK, YTO B IVla3aX TEMHEET OT CTApaHUsl yIepkaTb CBOKO 3BEPU-
HYIO YacTh Ha TIPUBSI3U Bo? PaHbllle yrpaBisTh 38epeM ObLIO
KyJia Tipoiiie, 4to Obl Hu ToBopuiia CurpyH!

— Tak BoT, — TUXO M OBICTPO MpoaokuI bpanrapa, cxumas
€ro TUIeYd KPenKuMU MajibliamMu Nodty a0 Oomu. — Ecnu noub
Paccumopa ocranercsi 31ech, otell Teds BCe paBHO OTOIILIET.



Tomnbko He K Peicam, a k JIucam mim Cepbiv Bosikam. [Tonnma-
eb?

— Hy u kakast MHe pa3HMIIa? — cTapaTeJbHO PaCTSIHYJI T'yObl B
yemerke XopM. — la xoTh k TeM ke Kabanam! Bee paBHO!

— A, Hy TOrJa KOHEYHO! — A3BUTENBHO cKa3asl bpanrapn. — 1
Jero s Toraa 6ecrokoiock? Pa3 1wl yxe pemwt, urto Jlecrana te-
Oe He HyxHa. Torna s cam Ha Hell KEHIOCh, TPUUYEM C YIOBOJIb-
crBueM. JleByIiKka KpacuBasi, IeTU CJaBHbIE OYIYT... XOJbM. ..

['onoc Gpara cnado mpoduBajcs CKBO3b ajloe MapeBo. XOJIbM
BJIOXHYJI TEIUIBI BO3/1yX, MAXHYIIMK JIAMIIOBBIM MAcJIOM M, MO-
4yemy-To, crpaxoMm. Hy, jlamria roput Ha CTeHe B KOHIIE KOpHU-
Jopa, a crpax... OH OMOMHWICS, BAPYT MOHSB, YTO MPUTUCHYII
Bpanrapaa k crene. Yto Opar CTOMT Ha LBIITOYKAX M IBITACTCS
OTBECTU PYKHM XOJIbMA, YTO CKUMAIOT €r0 ropJIo.

—bpan... g...

X0J1bM TOPOILIUBO OTITYCTUJI €0, O)KUJas1, YTO BOT-BOT Kapue
m1a3a 6para BCIBIXHYT 3JI0CThIO, HO BpaH moTep ropiio 1 BbIIOX-
HYJ:

— Tynwuia te1! JlagHO, MaTyIlIKa IMpo 3T0 MOJYUT, € BBITO/IHO,
9T1oOBl TeOs AUKUM cuuTaiu. Ho Heyxenu Thl cam JI0 CHX TOp
HE NOHS?

— Yero He NOHsII? — TUXO CPOCKI XOJIbM, Ha BCSIKUU CTy4aun
OTCTyIasi Ha Iar M yxacasichb TOMY, 4TO €/IBa He HaTBOPWII. —
Bpan, npoctu! 51 He xoten... S 6yaro ¢ yma coren... He monu-
Maro. ..

— U xyibiku camu 1o ce6e otpacTaiot! — nogxsarwi bpanrap,



IJISi451 Ha HEro C KaKOK-TO CTPAHHOU kanocThlo. — CTOUT XOTh
CJIOBO CKa3ath mpo TBoo Jlectany, y Te0st 3Bepb U3HYTPH JIe3eT.
XombM, Ja 4To ke Thl OosiBaH Takoi? Thl ke ¢ mepBoro B3MIAAa
Ha Hee ¢ yma cotnes! Eciii, koHeuHo, OH y Te0s1 ObLT, M 3TOT. ..
Thl ee 3anax uyemb? M3nanexka?

— Ha, — pacrepsanuo noarsepaui XonsMm. — Ho g Bcerna 3ama-
XM XOPOIIIO. . .

— W yem oHa maxHer?

— 3eMuIsiHUKOM | — BhINasinil X0JIbM U 3axkMypuiica. — PonqHu-
KoBo# Bogou! COMHEYHBIM CBETOM, JIETHUM JIECOM. ..

— Cuacteem? — nozickazasl bpanrapn oueHb TUXO U JOOaBUII,
noka XoJibM OCO3HaBaJl CKa3aHHOE W YcIbllllaHHOe: — bparerl,
oHa TBOsI UcTHHHAs napa. Camoii JlyHoii Tebe, Ty pHIO MOXHATO-
My, IpeAHA3HAYEHHAS.

XoJbM ellie pa3 IMardyJ Ha3ajl, CJIOBHO OT yJapa, HeJOyMEH-
HO Y MCITyraHHO Bo33pwiics Ha bpanrapaa. Mctunnas napa? Ilo-
JIOBMHKA AyIIM, pa3jeieHHoW Ha aBoux? JKuBas ckaska, 4yTo
BCTpeyaercs Bee pexe u pexe? Ho. ..

— BbITh HE MOXeT, — mpolIenTajJ OH HEMOCIYIIHbBIMU ToYe-
My-To ry0amu. — bpaH, oHa Ob1 MeHs Toxke y3Hana! A oHa... OHa
MeHs oontcs! OHa B TeOs BIoOMIach!

Mnanmmi cMOTpes Ha HEro BCE C TOM K€ HEMOHSTHOW XkKa-
JIOCTBIO, CJIOBHO Ha CMEPTEJIbHO OOJIBHOTO WJIM PaHEHOro. A 'y
XoJbMa BCIUIBIBAJIO B MaMsITU BCE, YTO OH YYBCTBOBAJ IpHU
B3rsiAe Ha Jlecrany. Cymacie/iasi HeKHOCTh, OJlaroroBeHue,
JkKeJiaHve ObITh PSIJIOM, TIPUKACAThCS, 3arJIsIbIBATh B I71a3a U JbI-



IIaTh €e 3araxoM, IIaJUTh CepeOPHCThIE BOIOCH JIEBYILIKU U €€
TOHKHE TaJbYMKH, JTOO0BAThCS, 3aIIUIIATh, HOCUTh Ha PyKax,
npoOoBaTh Ha BKYC €€ INAJAKYI0 CBETIIYIO KOXKY SI3bIKOM. . .

U 3anax! Kak oH He noHumai storo panslie? Bece 000poTHU
MaxHyT CBOUM 3BepeM. Boikowm, 6apcykom, nvcoid. .. [To apoma-
Ty T€J1a MOXHO Y3HaTb BO3PACT U 340POBbE, CUILy U HACTPOCHHUE.
W tonbko nzdpanHas JlyHoi nmapa maxHeT CBOeil BTOPO MOJo-
BUHE 4eM-To ocoOeHHbIM! He 3BepeM niin 4enoBekoM, He KMBOM
IUIOTBIO, IIEPCTHIO, KOJKEN, a CYaCTbeM, Kak U ckazasi bpanrapa.
Copsmuy ¢ yma 3anax, €JMHCTBEHHbIM Ha 3eMJie !

— Ilouemy oHa MeHs He y3Haja? — CHOBA CIIPOCHJI OH pacTe-
PSHHO, TIBITASACh MOHATh U BMECTUTH 3TO HEBEPOSATHOE 3HAHUE,
KOTOpPOE MEHSET BCE.

— [loromy uto Jlecrana elie He mpu3Basia CBOETO 3BEPS, — TEP-
neaBo oObsicHu bpanrapa. — Tel uem BooOIIe cityiai, Korjaa
11a peus o goropope? Eil nBaauarte et 6e3 ogHoro mecsua, a
OHa elIlle HY pa3y He nepeknHynach. Hy kak oHa mouyer cBoo uc-
TUHHYIO [1apy, €CJIM OHa 4eJI0BeK? XOJIbM, Thl MEHS CJIBILIMIIL ?
OHa MOXET OcTaTbCsl BCETO JIMILb YEJI0BEKOM, TOHUMaelb? To-
I71a OHa MOTEPSET MECTO HACJIEAHULIbI KJIaHa. U netn y Hee, cko-
pee Bcero, poasTcs OOBIYHBIMU JTIObMU. Y OHa HUKOT/A He To-
YyBCTBYET K TeOe TOTO e, UTO ThI K HEH. ..

— 4 mobmo ee, — TUXO cKazan XoJbM, HE TIOHMMAasi, Kakoe
3HauYEHKHE UMEET BOT 3TO BOT BCE, O 4eM ropoput bpanrapa, sB-
HO CYMTasi CBOU CJIOBA OYEHb BaXXHBIMU. — MHe BCe paBHO, KTO
oHa. YenoBek M 00OpPOTEHb, MTPABUTENIBHUIIA KJIaHA WH. .. 51



ee HUKoMy He otrnam. Jlaxe tede.

— Thel ee coBcem He 3Haelllb, — B310XHYJ bpanrapn. — He perun,
s1 K€ He TOBOPIO O Hel 110X0. ITpocTo Thl HE MOHUMaelllb, Kakast
OHa... XoJbM, Tl TBepaO Bce pemmi? Hy, ucrunnas napa, Obl-
BaeT. Ha ciioBax 310 BCe KpacuBO, a BOT KaK B JKU3HU OKakeTcs1?
Ho HukTO Bac 1BOMX Ha OfHY 1ierb He caxaeT. OHa MOXET Bblii-
TH 3a JIPYTroro, Tl — HAWTH ceOe HeBecTy 1o BKycy. Oba Oynere
CUACT/IMBBI, [JIJaBHOE — He BcTpeuaTbes. Ho 1o Kak pas jerko. ..
Hla He cepkail TH r1a3zamu. He Oyny s y coOctBeHHOro Opara
UCTUHHYIO apy otOuBath. Ho oHa-To 3T0OrO0 He NoHuMaet! U He
MOMMET, MOKA 3BEpb HE MPOCHETCS, a TOrJa MOXET ykKe MO3/IHO
ObITh. TBOWM BOJIK MOTOMY U PBETCSI HAPYXKY, YTOOBI 1OOpAThCs
10 ee poicu. U ppick et k HeMy HaBcTpedy. Ho Bpemenu maio!
UYyet moe ceparie, Jlectana cama cBoero 3Bepsi OOUTCS, BOT U HEe
BBIITYCKAeT ee. A OTel| HaM JaJl TPU JHs, TIOKa He KOHYMUTCS SIp-
Mapka. 1 s1 oueHb 00I0Ch, UTO MaTyIIKa JIACT ellle MEHbIIIe.

XO0JbM MOCTAPAJICS JyMaTh CIIOKOWHO U XJIaJIHOKPOBHO. Ecin
Jlecrana ero icTHHASI apa, OHU JIOJKHBI OOPYUYHUTHCS, & IIOTOM
y Hee OyJieT BpeMsl YCIIOKOMThCS, IIPU3BaTh PhICh M MOHSTh, YTO
XoJpM TIpeIHa3HaueH el camoi cynpOoil. Eciiu HUKTO He BMe-
maercd. UM... 310 nonyvaercs, yto XoubMy MPUAETCA yexaTh K
Poicsim?!

— Cawm pernaii, Oparelr, — TuXo ckazay bpanraps, onsTe ynras
€ro MbIC/IHY, 3apa3a rnpemyapasi. — Eciu Tol BoiOupaens Jlecrany,
4 CIIeJIa0 TaK, YTO OHA COIVIACUTCA BhINTH 3a Te0s. Ho Torma tede
ofHa gopora — B Ap3uH, k Peicsam. Wiu nenau, 4yTo Xo4ellb, Uiy



cede Apyryio cyapOy, HO TOJasbilie OT KJaHa, MOKa y HacC TYT
KpOBaBasi CBapa He HAyaJlach.

— {1 cornacen, — KUBHYJ XO0JIbM, YyBCTBYs1, KaK 110 CITUHE CJIOB-
HO JiefisiHOM BeTep noay.1. — [Tycts OynyT Poicu, muiinb Obl ¢ Heit!
Ho kak? Ona xe BuaeTr MeHd He XoueT!

— A BOT 3TO yXke Mosi 3a00Ta, — ycMexHyJcss bpanrapn, sip-
KO OJIECHYB IJ1a3aMU B MOJIyMpake Kopujopa. — Tonbko jenai
BCE, UTO 51 CKaxy. Ay nepeoneHbcs, 1a CMOTPY — IIOHAPsIAHEE.
KpoBbio or 1e0st maxHer... — OH clierka HOMOPIIWICS, HO TYT
ke B31oxHy: — He obwkaiics. 51 Tebe u nmpaBaa oyeHb Omarona-
peH, crapumid. [Tonumaro, uto Tl MeHs cniac. Hy yxk Kak BbIIILIO.
XOTb ThI ¥ TIEHEK MOXHATBIH, a 51 TeOs1 Toxke modmo. Ho Ha Beve-
pe Tebe mpuercs norepriers. S Oyny yxaxkuparh 3a JlectaHoi,
a THI el Ha 171a3a 0co0o He Jie3b. He B3mymaii peBHOBaTb, CITbI-
mmnib? Eciu copBeliibes, norepsientis ee TouHo! MHoOro He nei,
JEPKUCh PSIOM, TIOTJISIIBIBAM IO CTOPOHAM 32 HAC 000UX M K[IH.
B nonHoub 51 Kk TeOe Mooy U CKaxy, 4To Jesath Jaibiie. Tol
MHE Bepulllb, XOJIbM?

OH MNBITIMBO 3ariisiHY/ B Ia3a, U XOJdbM KHBHYJ, peIlUB-
HIMCh. A KOMY elle BepuTh, eciii He bpanrapny? Muaammii xu-
TEP Kak JIUC, HO XO0JIbMY HUKOIJ]a HE BpaJl Harpsimylo. [la u pas-
Jy9uTh U30paHHYIO TTapy, BCTAB MEK/1y HUMH, JeJ10 onacHoe. He
3Haellb, yeM odepHetcs! Her, ecnu Bpanrapy ropopur, 4to mo-
MOXeT, eMy cieayeT BepuTb. U Tepnetsb... Kak Obl TOIIHO HU
ObLIO!

— 51 TeGe Bepio, — MPOroBopuiI XOIbM C TPYAOM. — MBI xke



OpaTbsl.

— Mm1 Opatbs1, — moaTBeparul BpaHrapa, u ero B3IJIsiT CHOBA
OJiecHyJ1 B CBETe ropsIleid JJaMITbl OMACHO XUITHBIM 30JI0TOM.

k %k %k

K Beuepy Jlecrana coBcem ycrokownace. SIpmapka rygena,
CJIOBHO PacTPEeBOXKEHHBIN yJiel, Bce 00CyXIaIu MOeIUHOK, HO
Bpanrapa moutu cpasy yiien, He 3a0biB, MpaBAa, U3BUHUTHCS,
yto ocrasiser rocred. Ho aena kiana! I'ocnioxka Jlecrtana Benp
MOHUMaeT?

Emme 6b1 oHa He moHuUMasa! BeUIo OUeHb MOXOXKe, YTO Yepe3
Pocomaxy Ha Bpanrapaa nokymancsi KTO-TO Ipyrou, CHJIbHBIA
Y KOBapHbIid, a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO MOJIOJOM Bosk B omnacHoCTH.
VbIOHYBIIIMCH, OHA TIOJIAJIa HA MPOIIIAHUE PYKY, KOTOpylo bpan-
rapji y4TuBO TOIHEC K TyOaM, KOCHYJICSI UMM CAMBbIX KOHYMKOB
NAJTBIIEB M TIOOOEIIAT, YTO 00S3aTENILHO Oy/IET COITPOBOXK/IATh ee
BEYEpOM Ha Ipa3aHuke. Benp npekpacHas rocnoxa Jlecrana u
€€ CIIyTHULA OKaXyT 4ecTh xo3seBaM? M ncues B Tosre.

Jlecrana 4yThb 3aKycuia rydy, pacTepssHHO TJISI/Isl eMy B/,
NoTOM MnoBepHy/nack kK MBapy, HanpsikeHHOMY U xMypomy. Ho
CrpalivBaTh HU O YEM HE CTaja, IOTOMY YTO BEPHYJIMCH [IBA CH-
AI0IIMX, KaK HAYMILEHHas Meab, Boska-npyxuHHMKA. [ 1a3a ro-
pAIT, JIMIA PaCKPACHENUCh, TOJBKO UTO 3yOHl He miekanT! U ¢
si3bIKa He cxoauT XobM! Kakoi OH OTBaKHBIM, KaK BJIAJIEET OPY-
’K1MEeM, KaKOM yMeJIbli /1a yAAYWINMBBIi, a YK APy KUHHUKAM — MpsI-
MO cTapimii OpaT u oter| porHo#! A ere B Tom rony Measensm
JaJl YKOPOT, HO OHM, BUIHO, YKe 3a0bLIH, €CJTU CHOBAa OOHArie-



J. ..

— Taxk 3710 rocrioguH XoJpM B TOM I'O[ly KOMaH/I0BaJl B CThIUKE
y Ceporo Pyubs? — cipocust IBap, 1 Bosiku pa3zom 3akuBaiu.

— OH campiii! DX, Hac Toraa eie B ApyxkuHe He ObUTo! — ¢ Cco-
kaJieHreM oto3Basics JlerB. — Ho, roBopsT, elne OosbImas gpaka
rotoBuTcs. Bel Bedb 3a 3TUM npuexasm?

N oH ¢ BOCTOp:KEHHBIM OXKMJaHWeM nocMoTtpen Ha MBapa.

— M&I mpuexaiu B rOCTH, — YABIOHYJICSI OTHUMU TyOamMu JIBO-
IOPOZIHBIN OpaTell, HO IJia3a Y Hero Tak M OCTAINUCh TACMYPHBbI-
mu. — Pamu npyx0bl 1 3HakomcTBa. OO OCTaIbBHOM OyIyT TOBO-
PUTDH BOXKIM.

Bonky MOHATIMBO KUBHYJIA U BBICITPAIIIMBATh OOJIbIIIe HAYE-
ro He crayy. [Tomorym JOHECTH NOKYIIKM, NOKJIOHWINCH Jlecta-
He, a Kaiicy o0nu3anu B3rIsAaMu Tak, 9To Tojapyra (pbpKHYIa
u oberiana KaxJaoMy 1o TaHiy. Beuepom! A moTom permresb-
HO OTIIpaBuJja rpoub u BoskoB, u gake MBapa, 3asBUB, 4TO pasz-
TOBOPBI MOIOKAYT, & UM, IEBYLIKAM, HY)KHO 3aHSIThCS IEUCTBU-
TEJIbHO BaXHBIMU JIelaMU. BOJIOChI epenuiecTy, miarbe moaro-
TOBUTE. .. [TooOegaTes O3 JIUIIHUX Ty1a3!

— NBapa-To 3auem BbirHasa? — B3/10XHYJ1a Jlectana, Korja oHU
¢ Kaiicoii ocranuch onHu. — MHe ¢ HUM ITOrOBOPUTH HAJIO.

— Hano, — kuBHYIIa IofIpyra ¥ pacCyauTeTbHO jjo0aBmia: — Ho
CHayaja MyCTb OH YCIIOKOUTCSI XOPOILLIEHBKO. A TO BeJlb JyMaeT
TOJILKO O TOM, Kak Obl X0JabMy XBOCT HaapaTh. OX U He JToOUT
Hai MBap npourpbiBaTh!

— A k10 modut? — noxaa miedamu Jlecrana.



YT1peHHee cTpaHHOe BO30YKAEHHE MPOIILIO, €l CTaJl0 TOCK-
JIMBO U MOYEMY-TO XOJIOAHO. 3aX0TeJI0Ch YCTPOUTHCS Mepesl OT-
KPBITBIM OTHEM, 3aBEPHYThCSI B MeX0Boe ofiesiyio... Y moects! B
XKeJTyZIKe cocasl ToJIofl, OyATO OHa IHSI TPU KPOIIKHU B POT He Opa-
na! Msico ¢ xreboMm Ha sipmapke? He Ob110 3TOT0, a €Ci1v ¥ OBbLIO,
TO KaK-TO JJaBHO U MaJIO.

Kaiica mepexBatuia ee *aqHbIi B35 HA KOP3UHY, CTOSIITYIO
BO3JI€ CTOJIa, MTOHUMAIOIIIE YIBIOHYIach U TTooOeIania:

— Ceiiuac! A 1o Buena Obl Thl ceOs B 3epkasie! Beex skeHrnxoB
pacriyraelib, OHM MOAYMAIOT, YTO Thl UX ChECTb XOUelllb, & HE. ..
O, konbacka!

OHa TOPXKECTBYIOIIIE BHITAIIMIA U3 KOP3UHBI TYroe KOJIBIIO
KOITYEHOU KOJI0aChl, yMOTIOMPAYUTEIIHHO MAXHYIIEeW MPHUIpaBa-
MU, pa3iiomuia. JlectaHa cxBaTuia MPOTSHYTHIM KYCOK, yCIelsia
nojfiymMath, 4To Henb3s ke Tak! Hago mopesarsh, KpacHBO yJio-
KUTh HA Tapeliky, 100aBUTh xJyiebda. .. 1 omomMHuIack, Koraa yxe
BIIWJIACh B COYHOE MSTKOE MsICO 3y0amH, a Mo MajbliaM MOTeK
30JIOTUCTBIA KUP.

— 310 Prich, — yciokouna ee Kaiica, tocraBasi Bce-Taku Iioc-
Kylo sienieniky. — Hudero, norom nonerye 6yaet. Kak nepblii pa3
obepHerbcs !

Ona noABUHYJIa CTOJIMK MIPSIMO K KPOBATH, CeJia PSAAOM U JIac-
KOBO Momiaauia cmylieHnyio Jlectany no miaedy. A moTom, pa-
30M CMEHMB TOH C HIyTJIMBOTO Ha CEPbEe3HBIN, CKa3asa:

— Jlecra, munas, ¢ IBapom Tbl, KOHEUHO, MIOTOBOPH, HO ykKe
MIOTOM, KOTJIa cama Jijisi ce0sl Bce peluiinb. A TO Be/lb OH 3a TeOs



3TO CAEJIAET C paloCcThio! ONOMHUTHCS HE YCHEEIllb, OKAXKEIIbCS
3amyxeM 3a bpanrapnom! A Hail yMHBIM KOTUK C MSAATKAMM J1arl-
KaMU — Ha MeCTe HacJleTHUKA BMeCTO TeOsl.

— OH He Takon! — BocriporuBuIiack Jlecrana, TopormBo mpo-
IJIOTUB TO, YTO OTKycuia. — VIBap BepeH Haiueil cembe. OH 1o-
€XaJl C TIOCOJILCTBOM, UTOOBI IIOMOTaTh MHe !

Kaiica mocmoTpesna Ha Hee ¢ OOMIHOM JKaJIOCThIO, KaK Ha KO-
TEHKa-HEeCMBIIUIEHBINA, U JIecTaHy KOJIbHYJIO B CEPALE 510BU-
Toe coMHeHue. OHa nosepsuia MBapy! Koneuno, nosepsna!l On
ee poaud, moutu Opar... Ho mouemy MBap B roctsix y Bonkos
MOCTOSTHHO BBICTABJISIET €€ IITYIBIIIKOM, JyMAIOIIEN TOJIbKO O Ha-
paaax? IloueMy He ckakeT OTKPOBEHHO, YTO AyMaeT O MPeAJIo-
xeHnr CUTpyH, a I0JIMT U HE JaeT HUKAKUX COBETOB? 3a4eM OH
BOOOIIIE 3aTesI CETOIHS STOT MOeTUHOK JTyaHUKoB? [TpocTo xo-
TeJI TOBECENIUThCS U 3alIUTUTh YecTh Phiceit? A ecim Ob1 XoIbM
npourpai u oouzaesncs? PeicsiM cefiuac HUKaK HeJlb3s1 CCOPUTHCS
C CBIHOM BOX[IsI, Y KOTOPOI'O OHU MIIYT MOMOIIIH.

Jlecrana uyTh ObUTO He OOHSIIA ceOs1 pyKaMu 3a TUIEYH, HO BO-
BpeMsl BCIOMHUJIA, YTO TAJIbIIbI KUpHBIE. [la 1 KOoJbacH erre Xo-
TeJIOCh TaK, YTO B IM1a3ax TeMHeso. OHa B3siia ¢ OJio1a elne OJvH
KyCOYeK U 3acTaBuiia ceOsi keBaTh MeyieHHee. UTo k, 1 mpasja
XBATUT OBITh TIIYTIBIIIKOM, 3aryIsiIeBIIeNCs Ha KpacuBoro Boska.
Hacnepnuna nomkHa qymarth O TOJIb3e JUIsl KJIaHa, a He O CO0-
CTBEHHBIX UyBCTBax. Uto OyleT, eciv BepHYThCsl TOMOM ¢ XOJb-
MOM?

«Huyero oco6eHHO XOpolero, — Mpayao npusHaia Jlecra-



Ha. — Oty 1 mMaryumke oH Bpsf JM noHpasutcsa. Ho Ham Hy-
’eH gorosop ¢ Bonkamu! I ocranyck HacneqHUIIEH, TOTOM KO-
71a-HUOYNb CTaHy TIPABUTEIbHUIICH, a X0IbM Oy/IeT MOUM KOH-
coptoMm. [IpaButh PricsiMu eMy HUKTO HE IO3BOJIUT, HO. .. B APY-
KHUHE ero mpuMyT. MoxeTr ObITh, OH cTaHeT cieaywormuM Kor-
TeM... Toxe Korma-uuoOyas! Ho ecmu 51 Boiiiny 3a Bpanrapma u
ocraHych y BoJIkOB, €qUHCTBEHHBIN HacjeIHUK oTua — MBap.
Bparen HUKOr1a HE TOBOPWJI, UTO XOUYET MPABUTh KJIAHOM. .. YTy,
ObLI10 OBl CTPAaHHO, eI ObI OH cKa3asl 310 MHe! Tak uro ke, Kaii-
ca paBa?! A 4 Bce-Taky IypodyKa, HEe BUAAIIAs TOrO, YTO TBO-
puTcs nox caMbiM MouM HocoM? Kak ke He Xouercs B 3TO Be-
purth. .. 1 otenl emy fgoBepsieT, nHaue He rnocia Obl COMPOBOXK-
naTh MeHA ! »

Omna nporsHy/Ia pyKy M NMOpa3ujiach, KOrja Mnajblbl HATKHY-
JIMCh HA TYCTYIO Tapenky. Yto, Kondaca KoHIMIach?!

— 4 mopexy, — HeBo3MyTHMO mnooderana Kaiica. — Twl emb
JlaBai, a To erie B 0OOMOPOK Ha TaHI[ax yrajenb! Boiku ckaxyrT,
YTO MBI UM IOJTYIOXJIYIO HEBECTY ITPUBE3IIN.

OHna ckopo MOKpoMcasia U MOAJIOKIIA Ha OO0 HECKOIBKO
JIOMTEU KOITYEHOTro Msica, JIEMEUIKY C ChIPOM U JIPYI'YIO, C JKape-
HOM neyeHkou. .. Cama 1amnHyJia 4YTo-To, U TYT B IBEPb ITOCTYYa-
mu. Kajica ynuBieHHO BCKMHY/Ia OPOBH M TIONLIA OTKPBIBATh, a
Jlecrana criioTHysa CINIOHY, QJIYHO IISAAA HA €Ay.

— INomapok ot rocnonuHa bpanrapna s npekpacHbix Prl-
ceit! — 3BOHKO MPOroBOPHJI MAPHUIIKA-BOTYOHOK 1 BHEC B KOM-
HATY OXarlKy IIKYypPOK, TOPIO Y/bIOasiCh MOBEPX HUX.



Crnoxu1 Ha TOCTeNb, TMOKJIOHWICSA U UCYe3, He 3a0bIB MpU-
KPBITh 32 cOO0# 1Bepb. Kaiica momoria K KpoBaTy ¥ TOBOPOIIIH-
JIa rpyay NepesiMBYaToro Mexa.

— Cobons1, — ckazajia oHa 3aAyMuuBO. — TeMHble, Te camble.
A eme, cMOTpH-Ka, 3oiotrcTtasa KyHuna! Y kak MHoro. .. Ha nse
ryObl, 94TO JIU?

— KoneuHo, Ha /iBe, — cyacTimMBO yibIOHYMach Jlecrana, To-
POIUIMBO BBITHpAst PyKH U nogderas kK KkposaTu. — Kaiica, oH Ta-
KOU yUuTHBbIN U BHUMAaTEIbHbIN! O Tebe Toxe mogymat!

Omna 3armycTiia majblbl B MATKUE TETUTbIE IKYPKH, He pa30u-
pasd, IJie Kakue, oJHsJIa U MpHXKaiach K HUM 1iekon. Kak npu-
ATHO... VI BO MHOTO pa3 npusTHEE, YTO 3TO nopapok bpanrap-
na! Munioro ymHoro bpanrapaa, olapuBIIErO HE TOJBKO €€, HO
u Kaiicy!

— Tol kaky0 xouenb? — NPeAJIOKWIA OHA, 3aKPBIB IJ1a3a OT
YAOBOJILCTBUS. — BriOupaii neppas!

— A dro TyT BRIOMpaTh? — ynuBmiack Kaiica. — Thl eme Ha
sIpMapKe Ha 3THX coOoNel a3 nonoxuia. [la u TeMHbId Mex
TeOe Gosbine noiner. Vnu el KyHuily xodemib? — M nobasuia
CTPaHHO HeonoOpUTEIbHBIM TOHOM: — Hajio ke, mepBblil pa3 BU-
Ky, 4TOOBI TIApEHb TaK yMeNo yxaxusal. [lo pomurteneit TBoux
He 1o0patbcsi, MBap 1 Tak 3a Hero, Terepb MHE YTOIUTh PEIiI?
Hy, xurper...
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