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AHHOTaAMSA
Hazpanue xuuru untpuryer. Ho eciam Bel OxUAAeTe IIPOYECTh
MOOOBHBI poMaH — cMesio 3akpeiBaiite. [lotoMy utO 3TO0 —

3aKpyYeHHBIN Tpuiiep, 6e3 KpoBU U YOMICTB, HO C HEOKHIAHHBIM
KOHLIOM. B I0HOM BO3pacTte I1aBHasl repouHsi, Merru, nogsepraercs
KEeCTOKoMy Hacwimio. Ilocne ciyduBlerocst y Hee OTKpBIBAaeTCs
YHUKaJbHBIA U cTpaHHbI fgap. [loB3pocneB, Merru KUBET M3roemMm
U crapaercsi u3beratb OOIIeHWs C ApyruMu JogbMu. Ho xu3Hb
TOIKU/IBIBAET €Il HOBBIE WCIIBITAaHMS, B KOTOPHIX IJIABHOW TepouHE
IPEeJCTOUT cfieslaTh HENpoCTOl BbIOOp. J[leBylIKa CTOJKHETCS C
KOBAapHbBIM, KECTOKMM 3aMbICJIOM BJMATENbHBIX JIIOAEH M 3aXO4eT
uM noMemarb. Ilomoub B crHaceHMM MHpa MOXET TOJIBKO €e
CTpaHHasi CIIOCOOHOCTDb, OTHAKO T€POUHE ellle HY)KHO Hay4UThCs ed
MoNb30BaThCcsl. MerTu periaercss Ha pUCKOBAHHBIA MPOEKT, HO, Kak
M3BECTHO: XOYEIllb PACCMELIUTh CyAbOy — pacCKaku el O CBOMX
TUIaHax. . .
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Ilepecnu co mHOM

I'1aBa

Housb kak Byanb. CkpbiBamolias, 3aTyMaHUBAOLIas, PUIITY-
maromias Bce Kpacku. Bee omymenus. Beo 6omb. Houb Taur,
CMa3bIBaeT Ipsi3b, CMATYAET Mep30CTh. OOBIYHO CaMble I'PsI3HbIC
NPECTYIUIEHUs] COBEPILAIOTCS HOUbIO, npasya xe? Kak 6yaro Obl
MPECTYIJICHUE, COBEPILLIEHHOE HOUbIO, HE TAKOE YK U CTPAILIHOE,
HE TaKOEe JKECTOKOE U MEP3KOeE. . .

OKyTaHHBIN BIMKOW, B HU3UHE XOJIMHUCTOM MECTHOCTH, Ma-
JIeHbKMI ropook Koprep HHuYeM He ommyasics OT COTEH Apy-
T'UX TaKUX ke MaJleHbKUX ropoakoB. Kazasiock, 4To Xoiamsl, pac-
TMOJIaralolrecs Mo KpasiM HU3UHBI, 3aIIUIIAI0T 3TOT TOPOIOK OT
BCEro I10Xoro. TUxuil, MUPHBIH, IJie KaXKIbII 3HAET APYT Ipyra
B JIMLIO, IJI€ MO YTPaM BCE MUJIO 3J0POBAIOTCA APYT C JPYTOM,
a pyrarbCs M KOH(IMKTOBaTh KaK-TO HejloBKO. Ho mopoi 3510
MIPUXOJIUT HE U3BHE, 3710 YKe 3/1eCh, psaaoM. CoBceM psiioM, Kak
TEeHb, CTyIAeT 32 TOOOM IO CJIey, M TeM CHJIbHee U OOJIbHee OT
9TOTO 3714, KOrJa Thl COBCEM HE OXKM[ACIIIb €TO.

B nonoyHom capae, cOMTOM M3 JOCOK, Ha Oepery o3epa, e
pacriosyiarajicsi IETCKUid Jlarepb, 3710 TBOPUJIO CBOE IPECTYyILIe-
HUe. TopkecTBOBAJIO, PYIIWIIO XHU3Hb, TONTAJIO CYIh0y MaJieHb-
KOO YeJIOBEKa.

TyMaH cycTusics Ha 03€pO U OKPBIBAJI €r0 TOJICTHIM MOJIOY-



HBIM NOKpbIBaJIOM. [louTH mosHast jiyHa CTOsijIa BBICOKO, OCBe-
111251 XOJIOAHBIM TOIyOO-CEPHIM CBETOM MAKYIIKU BBICOKHX €JIei
BOKPYT 03epa. B ee cBeTe JTI0XMOTbsI TyMaHa UrPajii HaJl 03€POM.
[TokocuBIIMKCSA JIONOYHBIN capaill CIYKUJI HE TOJIBKO XPaHUIIU-
IeM IS JIOMOK. 311ech Oblla U MacTepcKas JIIsl peOsIT U3 jiare-
P, U MECTO, IIe XPAHWJIM BCAKUAM HEHYKHBIM x1aM. Ot capas
K Oepery TSHyJICs YJAOKEeHHbI JockaMu npc. OH CIycKauics K
BOJIE I HaBUCAJI HAJl HETIOIBUKHOM IJ1aJIbl0. 371€Ch MOKHO ObLIO
MOCHJIETh C YIOUKOM, & MOKHO OBUIO MPOCTO NMOMEYTaTh, BCMAT-
pUBasiCh B UJCATBHYIO [J1a[lb YEPHOTO 03€pa, HAIIPUMED.

— Her, noxanyiicra, He-e-e-et! MHe 6051bHO! — pazauparoiuit
OT y’Kaca rojioc IEBOYKH, Ka3aJI0Ch, HOANUTHIBAT 3710. — XBaTUT,
TpOIIly BacC, XBaTHUT!

Ho otBeta He ObUIO, 3710 JHIIb MIYMHO ABIIIATO MIEperapom,
coBepIlIasi HaCUJIMe HaJl OUHHAIATUIeTHEH KOIbHUIe Mer-
'Y, )KU3Hb KOTOPOU B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 MPEKPacHOro 6e33a00THO-
ro JIeTCTBA MPEBPATUIACh B BEYHBIN KOIIMAp U O0Jb, KOTOPYIO
HUYEM YK€ He TOIPABUTD.

Ona ObuTa €IMHCTBEHHBIM, JTIOOMMBIM peOEHKOM Y CBOMX PO-
JQUTeNer, MOSBUBIIKCh B UX JKU3HU TOpa3lo IMO3JHEE, YEM B
CpeIHECTAaTUCTUYECKOW ceMbe. Merru pociia B JIIOOBU, MUJIBIM
[IBETOYKOM, KOTOPOTO 000KaJTM COCEeIH, HE MCIBIThIBAJIA CTpaxa
nepen JII0bMU U HUKAK He 0kMJaJla TAKOro OT YBa)KaeMoro 4e-
JIOBEKA, JUPEKTOpA IIKOJbI, B KOTOPOHN yuyuiiach Merru.

Kaxnoe eTo mo okoHYaHUM y4eOHOro rojia MIKOJIbHUKHU OT-
NIPaBJISUIMCh Ha IBE HEJEU B JIarephb y o3epa. 1o ObLIO 3aMeda-



TeJIbHOE BPeMsl, KOI/1a POJUTEIM MOIJIM IPUBECTH B MOPSJIOK Pa-
3yM ¥ CBOU JIOMA TTOCJIe JIOJITUX MeCsIIeB y4eObl IeTeld, HEMHOTO
pa3BesThCA U BBIJOXHYTh.

Merru nosiBWIach y CBOUX pOAMTENEN B TOT MOMEHT, Korja
OHHU YK€ CMUPHUJIUCH ¢ Oe3/IeTHON ku3Hblo. Mame Merru ObL10
qyTh 3a 40, 1 U3BECTHE O KOIZA-TO JOJITOXIAHHON OepeMeHHO-
ctu ObLJIO ISl Hee Kak MH(OpMaIlis O TOM, YTO MHOTUIAHETsIHE
CYUIIECTBYIOT, OHU YK€ 3[I€Ch, IPUEXAJIA K HEW JIOMOM C Mojap-
KaMHU.

KoneuHo, ponutenu BiIoxwim B MerTi CTOJIBKO JIIOOBU U 3a-
OO0TBI, CKOJIBKO BOOOITIE MOXHO BOOOpa3uTh. Merru pocna cro-
KOWHOW, YBEPEHHOM JIEBOYKOM, YBJICUEHHON MaTeMaTUKOM U acT-
poHoMmuel. brIBasio, OHU JieKaIu C OTIIOM Ha JTy)KaiKe BO3JIe J10-
Ma ¥ CMOTPEJIM Ha 3Be3/IHOe He0O, MCKAJIM U yTa IbIBAJIA CO3BE3-
I¥sl. A ellle OHU JIIOOWTM UTpaTh B UCTOPUU TIPO JKUTENIEH asie-
KHX IUIaHeT. Beioupanu kakyio-HUOYIb 3BE3y M BOOOpaxkasu,
YTO 32 CYIIECTBA KMBYT HA ITOU IJIaHETE, KaK OHU BBIJISAIAT,
yeM 3aHMMAIoTCs, Kak oOmanTcs. Kakue tam pacTyT pacteHust
¥ pacTyT Jii BOOOIIE.

— Ilana, a Tel Bepulllb B NiepecesieHre Ayll? — COpocuiia Ofl-
HaK/1bl Merru, Korjia OHl BOOOPakaji PO30BBIX MHOIIIAHETSIH C
JAJIEKOM MEpLAIONIEeH 3BE3/IbI.

— Hy-y-y, 5 TouHO 3HaI0, YTO B KaXJIOM M3 HAC €CTb JyIa U
YTO MBI NOsABJIsIEMCSl Ha 3TOT CBET HE MPOCTO TaK, Y BCEX CBOS
MUCCHSI, ¥ 3Haelllb, OTKYy/a 51 9T0 3Ha0? 3-3a TeOs1! MHue Hens-
BECTHO, KaKas y TeOst MUCCH I, HO ThI YK TOYHO CJieJiaJia HacC C Ma-



MOI1 CaMbIMU CYACTJIMBBIMU POAUTENSIMU B MUpE, — Tara noiie-
JoBaJI Merru B MakyIky W Kperko OOHSUI, Be/Ib MaHbI CHITh-
HbIE PYKH MOTYT 3allIUTUTh OTO BCEX OejI.

CkBo3b neneHy ciie3 Merru yBuzesna topualiee U3 AuKa ¢
uHcTpyMeHTamu 1mno. CoOpaB Bce CHITBI, MaJIeHbKasl XpyInKasi
JEBOYKa C/ieJiasia PbIBOK K SIIIMKY U cXBaTWjIa mmio. Enje Mrao-
BeHUe — U Merru BOTKHYJIa ero B HOry oouauuka. Tyia oTips-
Hy/a B HEIOyMeHUH. Merru pa3BepHyJIach U C HETIOHSITHO OT-
Ky[a B3SIBHIEWCS CUJIOW U 3JI0CTHIO CTajla BKOJIQYMBATh IIUJIO B
rpyab AUpeKkTopa. Ynap, euie, euie. .. Jupekrop kavaics, Xpu-
TeJl U, Ka3ajaoch, BOOOIEe He MOHUMaI, 4yTo rpoucxoaut. C au-
KUM KPUKOM, COBEPIIMB MOCJIEAHNN yap, Merru BoIpoHWIIA IIH-
JIO ¥ C MTHOBEHUE C y’)KacoOM CMOTpeJia Ha My)unuHy. ONOMHUB-
mch, Merru BoiOekaia U3 JIONOYHOTO capasi ¥ modexana K Jie-
cy. Ona Gexana, He YyBCTBYSl HUUErO, HM BETOK, XJIECTABIIINX €€
10 JIMILY, OOJUPAIOIINX XyJble HOKKU, HU KaMHEW O] CTYITHSI-
MH. ..

C TOro 3;10c4aCTHOTO AHS KU3Hb B MajieHbkoM KopTtepe n3me-
HWIack. He ObIJIO HUKAaKMX APYTUX TEM ISl OOCYKIEHH S, KpOMe
9TOM KYTKOU UCTOpUU. KypHATMCTBI, TPUEXaBIIUE JIJI51 ChEMKU
CIOXKeTa, C/IeNIaId TIPOKCIIECTBUE B MaJIEeHbKOM TOPOJIKE U3BECT-
HBIM Ha BCIO CTpaHy.

B xone paccienoBaHusi HECKOJIBKO MOAPOCTKOB MPU3HAIUCH,



qto mMucTep PoyOu, TUPEKTOp IIKOJIBI, CKJIOHSUT UX K CEKCyaslb-
HOMY KOHTAKTy ¥ B OOMEH 3aKPbIBAJI I71a3a Ha MPOCTYIKU U KOH-
(ke ¢ yuutensmu. OO1ecTBO TpeOOBAIO caMOoCyaa HaJl AU-
PEKTOPOM IIIKOJIbI, KOTOPBIN BIaJl B COCTOSIHME KOMBI TIOCIIE Ce-
pbe3Hoii KpoBonotepu. [lanaTy mpecTymHUKa MPUIIUIOCh OXpa-
HATH NOJULMK U3 gpyroro mrara. Okosno fomMa Merru Takoke mo-
CTOSTHHO J€KypuJ1 opuIiep, TOTOMY UTO CHYIOIIUE 5KYPHATUCTHI
B MIOT'OHE 32 PE30HAHCHBIM CIOKETOM He HyIIaUCh HU4eM. Ea-
Ba 3aBUJIEB POJUTEJIEN JIEBOYKHU, BO3BPAIIAIOIIUXCS JOMOM, OHU
HECJIUCh K HUM C KaMepaMH, BLIKPUKKBAs HA XOAY BOMPOCHI, YeM
noBeprajiv Oe/IHBIX U 0e3 TOro HaXOISIIUXCS B TPaHCe JIIoJe B
IIOK.

Merru, KOTOpast U A0 CIIy4YHUBIIErocs: Oblla HE CUJIBHO Pasro-
BOpUMBA, BOOOIIE yIIuIa B ce0s1 M OTKA3bIBAJIACH OT JIIOOOTO 00-
IIEHUS] U e/Ibl.

Ha Bce Bonpochl MOJMIIEACKUX OHA OTBeYasia KOPOTKO U CYXO.
Kaxplii IeHb K Hel MPUXOAMJI IICUXoJior, HoO Merru He 0co60
XOTEJIOCh C Hel OOIIaThCHI.

— Kak Th1?

[Ncuxomnorom Oblia MUsIast KEHIUHA JIET MATUIECATH, C KPOT-
KUM U MATKUAM TosiocoM. OHa UCKpeHHe MepexnBaa 3a 1eBoY-
Ky, JKM3Hb KOTOpPOUW ObLIa CJIOMJIEHA M YK€ HUKOTAa He Oyner
IIPEKHEN.

B orBer Merru 3aruiakana. OHa momkana KoJeHd U OOHsIa
3a HUX ceO0sl, MBITAsICh CIPSATATHCS B KOKOH.

— Munas, nogenmch co MHOM. TeOe cTaHeT jierde, MoBeph MHE.



Merru ctucHyna 3yObl. B ee MajieHbKO TOJIOBYITIKE OTMHHA-
JIATHIETHETO peOeHKa ObLIIO CTOIBKO OOU/IBI U. . . KaXKTbl MECTH.
B nmamMsTi BHOBb pa3BOpauMBaIUCh COOBITHSI TOW HOUU. Pe3ko u
r1yOOKO B3/10XHYB, Merru BApyr no4yBcTBOBaJia ceOsi OMsATh Ha
TOM CTOJIe, KaK OyJTO BCE BEPHYJIOCh, HO OHA HIUETO HEe MOXKET C
9TUM CJIEJIaTh, HE MOXET OTKPBITh I71a3a, OUHYThCS, OTIOMHUTD-
Cs1 OT 3TOTO, HE MOXET TOIIEBEIUTHCS, HE MOKET [103BaTh HA I10-
MOIIIb.

B Mraoeenue ee ocnenuia sipkasi BCnblika. Merru packpbuia
I71a3a ¥ HEOXKUJAHHO OCO3HAJA, YTO BUIUT IPOMCXOIAILEE I1a-
3amu aupekTopa, muctepa Poyou. Kak sato BosmoxHO? OH TH-
KEJI0 MBIXTUT, F0JI0BA KPYXKUTCS OT YPE3MEPHOIO AJIKOTOJIs, BO-
KPYT BC€ IUIBIBET, U OH MPAKTUYECKU HE CIIBIIIUT KPUKOB JIEBOY-
KH.

— A-a-a-a! — Merru o4HyJ1ach U C UIyMHBIM BJIOXOM OTKPbLIA
rnaza. «4ro 3to 6pu10?! Yept BO3bMH, UTO 3TO OBLIO? !».

—Munasi, Ha, mone BO/ibl, 1aBai MOABIILIUM, BAOX. .. BBIIOX. ..
— TICUXOJIOT CTOSUIA, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH HaJ Merru v ¢ OeCIioKou-
CTBOM BIJISIIBIBASICh B €€ JIMYMKO.

— AHHa, a rie ceituac muctep Poyou?

— Jloporas, oH B 6osbHHIIE. OH B KOME. .. 3aueM Tede 3T0?

— 4 nymana, 4ro... yto oH ymep? ['oBopuiu, s cislliana, 1no
TEJIEBU30PY, UTO OOJIbINAs KPOBOIIOTEPSI, U OH YK€ HE CMOJKET. . .

— Her, u cnaBa bory! Cyn fo/keH cynuTthb ero mo Bcey CTpo-
T'OCTH 3aKOHA, CYJl CIIPaBEAJIUBO PEIINT €ro Cyan0y, MaJIbIIIKA.

Merru KrHyna 37101 B3I HA Ticuxosora. YyBCTBO ocabl



PasIIOCh TOPAYMUM IJIO0TKOM 110 rpyau Merru. Cyn perur. Jlo
3TOr0 MOMEHTa MaJIeHbKasl J€BOYKA MOHATHS HE MMEJIa, YTO Ta-
KO€ *a)kJa MECTH, HO BOT cenyac... Celyac oHa OTYETIIUBO BO-
obOpaxana cebe, Kak youBaeT OOMJUMKA COTHHM pa3. PazHbiMu
criocobamu. BosBpainanach einie u erie pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, po-
UrPBIBAJIA CUTYAlIMH, KOT/Ia OHA He TIO3BONHT cedst oouaeTs. Cyn
peluT. .. Cy/1 He BEpHET HUuYero B ee ku3Hu! Huuero, Huvero He
MOIJIO YTEHIUTh OO0JIb MaJIEHHKOTO YeJIOBEKa.

— AHHa, 51 He XOuy TOBOPHTh, MOKHO $1 ToOyy onHa? — Merru
OIISITh CIIPSATAJIA TOJIOBY B KOJICHU, KPETIKO Cckajia ceOsl 3a HUX U
Oosibllle He MPOU3HECTIa HHU CJIOBA.

— Koneuno, muiiasi, koHeuHo. f mougy. YBuaumcs: 3aBTpa.
[Tomuwm, moporasi, YTo caMoe IJIaBHOE — He pa3KUrarh B cee 3710
K OOW/TUMKY.

Merru Huuero He orBeTwia. OHa Jaxe He MOIJIa MoJoOpaTh
CJIOB, 4TOObI OOBSICHUTD, YTO C HEW Mpoucxonut. [letn He aHa-
JIM3UPYIOT, HE PACKJIAJbIBAIOT MO MOJIOYKAM, HE MWILYT IpU-
YMHHO-CJIECTBEHHBbIX CBA3eN. [leTn 1oBepsIoT, UICKPEHHE BEPST
B3POCJIBIM, Belb IPUPOAA PACHOPSAUIACH TaK: MOKa Thl pede-
HOK, TeOs1 oOeperaet B3pocibiil. Korma B3pociblil psaoM — Thl
B Oe30macHOCTU. YTO MPOUCXOIUT B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/Ia B3pOC-
JIBIM TTOJIPBIBAET ITY MPUPOAHYIO YBEPEHHOCTh? ITO KaK CBAJIUTh
KapTy HUKHETO Psiia B KApTOYHOM JOMHKe. OCHOBA PYIIMUTCS, a
32 HEN U BCE OCTAJIbHOE. . .

Ponutesn Merru, nepxach 3a pyKH, CHUAEIU B TOCTUHOM.
[Ncuxonor, KoTopas, K CJIOBY, HUKOTJa B )KU3HU He padoTaa ¢



JIEeTbMH-KEPTBAMM HACHIIUsA, MPHCENA HA AWBAH U KPOTKUM IO-
JIOCOM CTaJia TUXO Pa3roBapvBaTh C HAMHU.

— 3Haere, 3T0 O4YeHb ITyOOKast TpaBMa. OHa TOJTyYeHa B Tsl-
KEJIOM BO3pAcTe U HYXKHO TOHMMAaTh, YTO HEBO3MOXHO OT 3TO-
ro n30aBUTHCS HaBceraa. JleBouke MpuaeTCst OYeHb J0Jr0oe Bpe-
Ms OBITh Ha TEPaN¥H C TICUXOJIoramMu. Boock, eii 1axe MpuaeTcs
TIOJTHOCTBIO TIOMEHSATH COIIMYM U BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb. .. j1a? [ToHu-
MaeTe MeHs?

Benyxiiee im0 MamMbl Merru onsth 3aTpsicjIoch OT MOAXOS-
mux cie3. boms marepu 3a 60J1b cBOEro peOeHka — camasi CUJTb-
Has. Bosb, cMeliaHHasi ¢ TOpbKOW OOM/ION 3a TO, YTO OHA He 3a-
IIMTHIIA, He yoepera.

Kak 310 mpoucxonut? BoT Thl poskaelb MajJeHbKYIO KPOLIKY,
Oepesxelb ee U Jesaelib Bce BOZMOXHOE IS ee 0€30MacHOCTH
— JIOBMIIIb, KOT/J]A OHA TIaJaeT MPU MEPBIX Iarax, ¢ METKOCTHIO
’KOHIJIepa OTMETaelllb JIETSIIUE B HEe MPEIMEThI, HA PACCTOSTHUN
YyBCTBYelllb, YTO Kpoxa 3aboJiesia — IMPOCTO CepiIie MaMbl 3HAET
Bce. M BOT OHa yXe He MaJieHbKasi KpOIIIKa Ha pyKax, a BIIOJTHE
ceOe MOB3POC/IEBIINI peOSHOK, KOTOPbIM OOMKAeTCs, €Cy Thl
IPOBOXKAEIIb e¢ B IIKOJIy — OHA e Y)Ke Takasi B3pociiasi, Kakue
npoBonpl! U THI cornaimaenibcsi, TOTOMY YTO IMOHUMAEIllb, Ha-
CKOJIbKO BaJKHO TIOJIIEPKAaTh CBOero pedeHKa. «KoneuHo, Munas,
ThI TaKas B3pOCyas, Uy ofiHa, Oy/ib OCTOPOKHA». A cama efelllb
32 IIKOJIBHBIM aBTOOYCOM, CTapasich, 4TOOBI TeOs1 OBLIO HE BUTHO,
BBIXOJIUIIIb U M3-32 YIJIa YKPAJAKOH CMOTpPHIIIb, JOIILIA JIU TBOS
Takas B3pOCiasi M CaMOCTOsITe IbHAS KPOIlKa. [lenaenis Bce u OT-



MyCKaelllb, C ImeMsIien 00JIbI0 OTITyCKaelllb, HO 3Haelllb, YTO TaK
Hago0. YTo OHA JOJIKHA IMO3HATH CBOU TPA0IIU M YUUTHCS TIPUHHM-
MaThb perieHusi B 3tom mupe. Ho Takoe! Takoe He npeamnonara-
eT HUKTo. HUKTO He nmpeaynpeaut, HUKTO He cKaxeT... KoHeu-
HO, MaMa Merru BuHMJIA ceOs1. Kak oHa Moria OTIyCTUTb CBOIO
KPOIIIEYKY, KaK OHAa MOIJIa CIIOKOMHO HAXOOUTbCS IOMa, KOT/a
TaKoe 3JI0 YOMBAJIO HOPMAJIbHYIO JKU3Hb TBOEW jouepu. TBoew
€/IMHCTBEHHOMU, TBOEH IIJIOTH, TBOEU KPOBU.

Mama Merru Oblia peTMTMO3HOM, M PETUTHST HaKa3biBaJla e
HE 0XKECTOYAThCsl U HE KOMUTH 3JI0CTh M HEHABUCTD IO OTHOIIIe-
HUIO K OOUTUYMKY cBOoell nouepu. M MMeHHO Tak OHa MbITaaach
BecTu cebds nepen moabMu. Ho Kaxplii pa3, rotoBs 4To-TO Ha
KyXHe, KOrjia oHa Opajia B pyKU HOX — OHa OOpOJIach C HEBEPOSIT-
HBIM KEeJIAHUEM OKa3aThCs PSIIOM C OOMTUYMKOM CBOEW MaJieHb-
Kor Merru.

[cuxonor monya BCTajia U Moliia K BHIXOAY.

— Mo 3aBTpa... — AHHA TOXe OblIa MaTephIO U IIOHMMAJIa, YTO
cermyac HMKaKHe ee CJoBa He yTellaT POAMUTENIed U HE yMAJAT
BCIO 0OJIb CUTYAlIUU.

Cnyuaii, npousomeniuii B aetckom Jiarepe Koprepa, B30y-
JOPaXui 0OIecTBeHHOCTh. CKPBITh TAKyI0 MEP30CTh HE TOJy-
YHUJIOCh, HAIIJIOCh HECKOJIBKO OOIIECTBEHHBIX AKTUBHCTOB, KOTO-
pble BBIHEC/IU TEMY MTPOM3OLIEIIIEro 3a Mpeesibl ropoja.



TeneBuueHNE CHSIO CIOKET, KOTOPBIM MOKa3aJu Ha HOBOCT-
HOM KaHajie. YTo K, 3TO CTajo IeHCTBUTENILHO MEPEIOMHBIM CO-
ObITHEM B HEOONBIIOM Topoake. Pogurenn OyHTOBasM, BJIACTH
IIBITAJTIMCh HE JaTh Pa3ropeThCsl CKaHIaTy, KOTOPBIN 00s13aTeNb-
HO TIpUBeEJT Obl K OTCTAaBKE MPABSAIIEro M3pa.

A 10Ka B TOpoJ] Che3KAUCh pa3HbIe Ky PHATUCTHI, Muctep Po-
yOM, TIOTEPSBIIIMA MHOTO KPOBU, HO OCTABIIMICS KUTh, JICKA
B COCTOSTHUM KOMBI B MeCTHOM rocnurasie. [lanary HacuibHMKa
OXPaHSUT LEJBI HapsA] TOJUIUY, KO0 Jaxe MernepcoHan Obul
HE MPOYb XOTsI Obl TUTIOHYTh €MY B JIHIIO.

Hano ckazath, 4TO A OTBSABJIEHHOTO Mep3aBlia MajaTta y
Hero Obula muKapHa. HoBeliumii anmapar UCKYCCTBEHHOTO Jbl-
XaHWSsI MOJJIEPKUBAT ’KU3HB B TeJle TOBHIOKA, MOTyOUBIIIETO HOP-
MaJIbHYIO JKU3Hb HEKOTOPBIX JieTel ropoaa. Beigenennas peanu-
MaIMOHHAs1 ME/ICECTPA UCTILIThIBAJIA CMEIIaHHbIE YYBCTBA, KOT/Ia
MOZIXOJWJIA K MOAONEeYHOMY. JIuIo J0OpOIyITHOrO CTapeloliero
MYKUMHBl HUYEM HE BbIPAKaJO COBEPILIEHHBIX UM IPECTYILIe-
Huit. OHa TIONIOTY CMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¥ He MOIJIa BOOOPa3uTh,
KaK MOKHO CTaTh TAaKOU CBOJIOUBIO, U KAK UM, POJIUTEISIM, 3aIllU-
TUTb cBOMX JieTed. OHa BOCIIUTBIBAJIA YETHIPEXJIETHETO ChIHA, U
MBIC/Ib O TOM, UYTO TAKWE CBUXHYBIIUECS MaHbSIKU €CTh B KaXK-
JIOH 1IIKOJIe, TTPeCIeIoBaa ee Kaxpli 1eHb. OHa Obl C yIOBOJIb-
CTBMEM IPUOCTAHOBUJIA TIO/IaYy KUCJIOPOAA U JIa)Ke MPEICTaBIs-
7a cebe, ¢ KaKuM YYBCTBOM Y/IOBJIETBOPEHUSI OT CBEPIIUBIIIEH-
cs1 MeCTH OHa BbIKJIIoUaeT armapar. Ho Jlonmm, mencecrpa, Obi-
JIa TAKOBOM, YTO HUKOTJA Obl HE CMOIJIa HAMEPEHHO MPUYUHUTD



BpeJ KOMY-TO. By/lyun OueHb pelIMruo3HbIM 4€JI0BEKOM, KaK U
Bce xkurenn Koprepa, kaxapii pa3, yXoas U3 Majarel, OHA MPo-
roBapvBasia TMXO CBoeMy mnanueHTy: «Ox, u ropeTs Tede, B afy,
HE MeperopeTh ! ».

Merru Obina onepxuma. Bcio Hepenmo oHa He BBIXOAWJIA W3
cBoer KoMHarhl. [locemenns ncruxonora OrpaHUYMBAINACH Pa3-
TOBOpaMHU C POIUTENISAMHU, IOTOMY 4TO MErru H1 B KaKylo He CO-
I1alanach pa3ropapuBarh ¢ AHHOW. BHyTpH Oblia Takasi )KyTKas
mycToTa, 0ouaa v 60JIb, C KOTOPHIMU OHA ¥ HE MOIJIA CIIPABUThLCS
cama, ¥ He MOIVIa HUKOMY PacCcKa3arh.

[Tocne «BuaeHUA» MpU NOCJIEIHEM pa3roBope ¢ AHHOM Mer-
T He JJaBaJia MOKOsI MBICJIb, YTO OHA OblIa Kak Obl B TeJie 0Ou/-
YMKa, OCO3HABAJIA €TO OLIYIICHHUSI.

Yro 310? Kak? D10 OEACTBATENBHO OBUIO TAK WA ... S XKE
YETKO, YETKO BCE BUJIEJIA HE CBOMMM, a €T0 ITIa3aMH. ..

Merru xonuia 1o KOMHAare, C:kumasi MArKoro Mumiky. Ma-
JIEHBKOE CEepIEUKO Pa3phiBaJIOCh OT 37100bI, B TOJIOBE KPYKU-
JlaCh MBICJIb: €Il pa3 nomnactb B ero tesno. Ceidac. Yto oH ceu-
yac uyyBcTBYeT? Emy 60mbHO? Tak sxe, kak u eil? Eit xotenoch
MOJTYYUTh MOATBEPKIEHUE €ro CTpajaHusM. Merru cuibHO 3a-
KMypHBaJia r1a3a, munena: «Hy nasaii xe!», HO HU4ero He npo-
VICXOZIUJIO.

Bspocisie... [a, B3pocible HaXOAATCA BO BJIACTH pa3yMa, HO



He netu. JleTu elne He TepsIoT CBSI3U CO CBOMM BOJIIIEOHBIM S,
OHU TaK UCKPEHHE XOTST, TAK UCKPEHHE MPOCST U TaK UCKPEH-
He yMmeloT xkenath. ObeccuiieHHasi, Merru ycenach Ha TIOJIOKOH-
HuK. OHa B3mIsHYJIA Ha He0o. «Thl cabimmib MeHs? [Tomorn
MHe, Ipo1ty . ..». Clie3bl NOKaTUJIMCh U3 I71a3 IEBOYKH, U, OTKPbIB
BHOBb IJ1a3a, OHA MBICJIEHHO cOOpajia BCIO CUITY CBOETO JKeJTaHUs
¥ oTnpaBwia «Ttyaa». Kyna, oHa He 3Hasa, HO BEpUIIA, UTO «TaM»
ee ciablar. Tak oHa 3agpemMadna. ..
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— CerofHs K Beuepy MyJibC cOMBAJICs HECKOIBKO pa3. MoskeT
3Ta CBOJI... MPOCTUTE, MOXET OHTIPUXOONT B ceOsi? — peaHnMa-
LIMOHHAsI ME/ICECTPa OTYUTHIBAJIACH JEKYPHOMY Bpauy.

— Jlonuu, s B coceiHeM OT/IeNIeHNH, 30BU cpa3y, eciu uto. Ca-
MOJEATEIBHOCTA HE HYKHO, TOrOBOpuinch? Kakue-To n3MeHe-
HUS — IPOCTO CPOYHO BBI3bIBACIIIb MEHS.

— Koneuno, koHeuHo. .. Kakas yx TyT camonesiTeJIbHOCTb !

Honmu 3akpblia JBepb B najary mucrepa Poyou. Ilo mytu k
cBoeMy mocty o chekunach — ¢ OQHOM CTOPOHBI, €l XOTe-
J0ck, YT0OBI POyOu mpwiniesn B cebst M OTBETUIT 32 CBOM MTPECTYTI-
JIeHUsI, HO OT MBICJIH, YTO «3TO 3J710» OyJeT HAXOAUTHCS PSJIOM C
Hell, B MpeIBEepUM BbIXOJHBIX, KOI/Ia MIEPCOHaa MPAKTUYECKH
He Oyrner, el cTaHOBWIIOCH cTpaiHo. Ha Besikuin cnyyvaii o
HoJIOKMJIa ceOe Ha MOCT CKaJbIeNb, Kak OyATO OXpjaia Hama-
AeHust. To OBUIO CMEIITHO — YTO MOXKET C/IENATh TOIBKO YTO BhI-



HIeIIMI U3 KOMBI IIpecTapeiblii uesioBek ? Mesicectpa HakMHya
Ha TUIeYM TerUIblid Tutes. Ee HamapHuiia Obuta Ha OOJTBHUYHOM,
u Jlosm mpunuiock AeKyputh OOJIbINE ABYX CYTOK MO, YTO
CKa3bIBJIOCh HA €€ CAMOYYBCTBUM. YCTaJIOCTh HAKaThIBa/Ia TaK,
yto [losuim Moriia 3acHyTh B cekyHy. [loHauany oHa OT4astHHO
6oposack co cHOM, HO Yapbsl Mopdest Bce paBHO B3sLTH BBEpX, U
OHAa 3aCHYJIa TTyOOKHUM CHOM.

Slpkas BchblIKa O3apwia co3HaHuWe Merru BO CHe, OHa,
KaK XJIONOK, MMHHU-B3PbIB, 3aCTaBWIa BMUI OUHYThCs. Merru
B3/IPOTHYJIa U OTKpPbLIA [JIa3a.

Bce 6bu10 Kak B TymaHe. CTpaHHBIA METUKAMEHTO3HBIN 3arax
3ammman Ho3apu. Bokpyr, Kak B niesiene, Bce Obuto OelibiM. Be-
K1 OBUTH TSKEJTbIE, TAKKE TsKeNble, YTO Merru CTOUIIO HeMaJTbIX
YCHJTHIA, IYTOOBI IIPUOTKPHITH UX XOTh HA HEMHOTO.

[um... num... numn. .. Merru nepesesna B3MJIsij] HAJIEBO U yBU-
JeJla CTPaHHYIO HITYKY, MEPLAIOIIYIO ¥ W31AI0LTYI0 MOHOTOHHbIE
3BYKU. [IpIxaHue ObLIO TSKEIBIM, ITYMHBIM U JaBaJIOCh C YCUJIH-
em. Merru niepeBesna B3IJISIT 110 TPyOKam, WAYIIUM OT arrapara.
Opnna u3 HUX 1uia K jviy. Eme ogHa Tpyoka Bena k pyke. Cre-
JIaB TIyOOKMid BAOX, Merru notsiHy/iach NpaBod pPyKOU K JIMILY
Y, HalllyliaB Macky, CHsi1a ee. Bee, Teneppb AblaTh CTaJo Jerye.

«Kak xe Bce kpyxurca. Yto ato? bonbauna? Kak g 3npech
okazasacek? I'me mama?». Hecmeno Merru nogHsijiach ¢ KpoBa-
TH. «boXe, Kak KpyKuTcs rosioBa!». OHa 4yTh He yraja, Jenas
niepBbie maru. Tesno kak 6y/aTo BeCUIIO 11eTyI0 TOHHY, BCE BOKPYT
bU10. Kakue-1o (pronetoBbie NsATHA NEPE] I1a3aMy PUCOBAIU



HesicHble (purypsl. [llapkasi, MaJleHbKMMU IIA)KOUKaMH, OHA Ha-
npaBuiiack K asepu. «Cron! Yro 3107». Merru BOpyr OCTaHOBH-
JIaCh, MEJILKOM YBHUJEB YEPE3 OTKPBITYIO JIBEPh 3€PKAJIO, BUCEB-
niee B cany3jie. Crenas mar Ha3aj, Merru noBepHyJ/iach U Mo-
CMOTpeJIa B 3epKajio. 3epKajio, B KOTOPOM OTpakajaach BOBCE HE
Merru, a muctep Poyou! He Obu10 Hu ynuBieHus, HY 1mioka. OHa
MPOCTO CMOTpeEIa, MEeJJICHHO Moprasi, Ha ctapuka. OH CMOTpeL.
CmMmotpen Ha ce0s1 B 3epKaJio. ..
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Jomm BOpYT B3IpOrHysa U MPOCHYJIAach OT CBOEU JIPEMOTHI.
«Boxe, narunk B manare Poyou muraet!». HemHoro nomernkas,
OHa CXBaTHUJIa CKaJIbIIENh ¥ TIOOeKala B peaHMMAI[MOHHYIO TaJia-
Ty.

— A-a-a! — paciaxHyB ABepb, oy 3amepiia B ABEPHOM MPO-
€Me C 3aCTBIBIIMM B IJ1a3axX yKacOM U KPUKOM.

Kapruna, otkpeiBmiasics [Hommm, Obula gocroviHa uibMa
yxacoB. 3panHo ucxygasiias Tyma mucrepa Poyou, Garpo-
BO-CHHIOIIIHOTO I[BETA, C OOBUCIIIEN CKJIaJKaMU KOXEH, BUCENA B
OTKPHITOM OKOHHOM TTpoeMe Ha (hoHe TEMHO-CHHEro HeOa, Clier-
Ka TMoKauuBasich. Bosblias cBOOOIHAS OnepalMoHHas COPOUYKa
pa3BUBaJIACh HA BETPY, OTOJIAsl OTBPATUTENILHOE TEJIO MEPTBELIA.
[Mosic, Ha koTopoMm ObLT MoBetieH Poyou, ObLT MPUBS3aH OIHUM
KOHIIOM K KperuIeHuo TpyOsl Hag okHOM. Korma Tpym, mokauu-
BasiCh, MOBOpAYMBAJICS K [{0IM IMIIOM, OHA BCKPUKHMBAJIA €Il



rpoMue W MPUKYChIBAJIA KYJaK CHJIbHEE U cuibHee. Pronero-
BOE TOJTHOE JIMIIO C BHIBAIMBIIMMCS SI3bIKOM, MCMAUYKAHHAS UC-
MPKHEHUSIMU Pa3BUBAIONIASICS COPOYKA. .. [0/ mo4yBCTBO-
BaJla HECTEPIUMBIN PBOTHBIN MO3BIB.

Ene BuIfiAs U3 Tyasieta, Kpaay4duch 10 CTEHKe, IT1ar 3a I1aroMm,
oy fona oo ABEpH, 3a KOTOPOU CUJIENU nouierckue. OHu
TaKXke JPEMaId Ha CTYJ/IbsIX, HE TIOJI03PEBast O CITYUHUBIIIEMCSI.

— Pebsra... pebsra... — ronoc omam ObUT HACTOJBKO CIAB-
JIEHHBIM, YTO HUKTO HE MOT ee yCIIbIaTh. Torna oHa Havasia Te-
peOUTh OTHOTO W3 HHUX.

OTKpBIB I1a3a, NOJIMLIEMCKUM ycTaBwica Ha Hommm: «B yem
neno?». Ho oHa He cMoriia OTBETUTh, KOM B TOpJIe He JaBajl po-
y3HecTy HU cioBa. Crion3as no creHe, o pa3pbliaiach.
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Hwuuro He ycriokamBaeT Tak, Kak mym okeana. Huuro He oun-
IIaeT CO3HaHMe TaK, Kak IIyM okeana. Huuto He 3abepeT TBoM
MBICIIM TaK, KaK 9TO MOXeT cienarb okeaH. OH, Kak Oosblnas
3a00TMBas BeeneHHast, BO3pMeT TeOst Ha PYUYKHU M OKYTaeT CBO-
el OrpOMHOM, HU C YeM He CpaBHUMOM JII0OOBBI0. M BOT THI yxke
MPOCTO MaJIeHbKasl IEBOYKA B HAJEKHbBIX CUJIbHBIX PyKax, CIHO-
COOHBIX yOepeub TeOsl OT 371a BCEro Mupa, JoBepsielllb eMy Bce
CBOU MBICJIH, BCE TOPECTH, Bce cTpaxu. EMy MOXHO pacckas3arb
BCE, EMY MOKHO JIOBEPUTb CBOIO OOJIb ¥ CBOM CaMble CTPAIIIHBIE
ckenetsl B mKkady. OH HUKOrAa, HUKOTAA HE MPEeAacT, HUKOrIa



He pa300/TaeT uX, Kak YeJIOBeK, HUKOIIa He YCOMHHTCS B TeOe.
HuuTO HE MOKET CPaBHUTBCS C OKEAHOM.

UYekaHs1 poBHBIN OBICTPBIH IIar, Merru Oeskaiia 1mo JOpPOXKe
BJIOJIb OKEaHa.

Yacel noKasblBaJId UI€ATbHBIN YJIbC AJIS1 KapIUOTPEHUPOB-
KU U TSATh KWIOMETPOB MPONIECHHON AUCTaHIIMU. B/IOX, BBIAOX.
Bnox, Beigox. Bnox, Bbiox, Baox... lllymHo B310XHYB, Merru
B3[JIsSIHYJIa HA Yachl.

Kaxnayio cy60oty oHa 371ech. Bexut mo oqHOMY U TOMY *ke
MappyTty. B nmoB3pocnesuien AeByLIKe yke U HE y3HATh Ty Ma-
JIEHbKYIO MCITyTraHHyIo eBouKy u3 Koprepa. Cemibie BONHU-
CTbI€ TIIITHBIE BOJIOCHI YyTh HUXKE TJIeY, TPYCTHBIE OOJIbIIINE Ce-
pble Ti1a3a, papdopoBoe OsieHOE IO, CIOPTUBHOE MAJTBUMKO-
BO€E TEJIOCJIOKEHUE Y NTOTEPSHHBINA, 3aAMKHYTBI BAJ] — TaKasl Te-
nepb Merru. I3 mocTossHHOTO OOIIEHHUSI — TOJIBKO COOCTBEHHOE
co3Hanue. OHo He ytuxaer. Hu Ha munHyTy. Her Hukoro B ee
JKU3HU PSJIOM, OHA He 3aBelia JIake KoTa i codaky. ManeHbKast
paHeHast IeBOYKa, B OJIMH MUT TOT/Ia CTaBIIask B3POCIION, 037100-
JICHHOU 1 HUKOMY He JJOBEpSIOIel, OeKUT O/IHA B CBOEM OJIMHO-
KOM MHpe, pasroBapuBasi cama ¢ coooi. OuH U TOT ke Mapili-
PYT — /IO IMpCca HAMPOTUB KIMHUYECKOW TOPOICKON OOJBHUIIBI
1 00paTHO.

Bot u nupc. Merru 3ameyinia mar. Y Hee Bcerja 37ech ocTa-
HoOBKa. [locToATh U MOCMOTpPETH € MUpca Ha OKeaH, 3aMepeTh U
noObITh B BakyyMe. B3rsiHyB Ha yackl, Merru HampaBuiaach K
Kpai nupca. ITo ocoOeHHOe, 3HAKOBOE MeCTO JJis Hee. Beerna



TOJIOJIHbIE OIPOMHbIC YaMKK TOJIETAIOT C KPUKAMU, B HaJeK/Ie
YXBAaTUTh YTO-TO BKyCHOE. Y Hee B KapMaHe HEU3MEHHO eCTb
JUIsl HUX BKYCHbIC KPOIIKW. YalKu, 3aBU[s KeJJAHHOE JIAKOM-
CTBO, HaJIeTaloT Ha Merru, 4yTh He cOuBasi ¢ Hor. Bot u Terneph
OHA paccMesiIach U BBITSHYJIA JIAJIOHb C KpOIIKaMu. Merru riy-
60Ko BoxHY/1a. OOOHSIHME YJIOBUJIO 3HAKOMBIN 3allax CHUraper-
Horo apiMa. OHa BIOXHYJA ellle ryoxe. «Bce, mopa goMoi. . .».

[Mpotiast MUMO KypsIIIEro MoJooro 4yejioBeka, Merru ycko-
puJIa IIar ¥ BKJTIIOYMJIA B HAYITHUKAX My3bIKY. McrionBosib B3IIIs-
HYB Ha HEro, OHa yJIbIOHYJIaCh ¥ MBICJIHHO TIOKeJIajia emMy J100-
poro ytpa. «Korja xe s cMory 3To cKa3aTh BCIyX?!».
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Merru He onasapiBaeT Ha padoty. Hukorga. Pabounii neHb
HauuHaeTcs B 9 yTpa, HO B 8 OHa yxe Ha Mecte. B 310 Bpems elue
HUKOT'O HET U HE HYXKHO 3/I0pOBaThCS C Ky4eil JIoNe Mo MyTH K
CBOEMY MECTY.

— Jlo6poe yTpo! Bam kak 0OBIYHO?

— Jla, cnacu6o, — Merru ynbiOHYyIach OGapucrta u3 KoherHOro
KHMOCKA OKOJIO BXOJ]a B OTPOMHOE CTEKJISTHHOE 3/1aHME.

Ona moutu Becerjaa BbIVIsAENa OAMHAKOBO: KOXKAHBIE y3KUE
OpIOKH, YepHbIil Oe3pa3MepHblii cBUTEp TpyOol BA3KU. B pykax
YepHbI (Hy HAJO *ke!) MOTOIMKJIETHBIN 1LIeEM. [I3bIHb!

3epKaJbHbIN JTU(PT pacaxHyJl CBOA JBEPU.

«Kax uynecHo ObITh B 3TOM JU(TE OHOM», — MerTu yJbIOHy-



J1aCh CBOMM MBICJISIM.

[IymMHO IMJIIOXHYBIIUCh B CBOE KPECJIO W 3aKMHYB HOT'M Ha
CTOJ1, C YAOBOJILCTBUEM cCJieJiaia OOMBIION r0TOK Kode. [la-a-a,
KakK e KPYTO, YTO B [POIILJIOM IOy € pa3pelinii NpUHEeCTH Ha
padoTty cBoe Kpecyo. Tenepb HUYEM He MpUMevaTeIbHOE MECTO
Merru MOXHO OBUIO HAUTH IO OTPOMHOMY KPYTSIIIEMYCsT KOKa-
HOMY Kpeciy, KOTopoe eltie OoJIbIlie, Ka3aJloch, 3aKPhIBAJIO €€ OT
BHEIITHETO MUpA.

— IMpucrynum, — ckazajia Merru, BKJII0Yast MOHOOJIOK M BCTaB-
JIsisl HAYITHUKU. B TakoM COCTOSIHUM, €C/Id HUKTO He OTBJIEKa
ee, OHa IIPOCKKMBAJIa 0 caMoro odea 6e3 OTphIBa. . .

— Merru! — nepes Hel CTOsIT ee MpsAMOM HadyalbHUK, CTHB,
MaJiell TaKOH ke HEMHOTO «He B ce0e», HO JIOCTaTOYHO COIIAb-
HBII, YTOOBI OBITH TPOBOAHUKOM MEXY TIIECIaBHBIM Havaslb-
CTBOM M BCerJa «He OT MUpa Cero» MogYUMHEHHBIMU — pa3padoT-
YMKaMU U TPOrpaMMHUCTamMu. — YTO ¢ MpoBepKoy anroputma?
Hapo cpoyHo 3aBepiarh, AejIailH ropyr!

— CruB, 51 crapatoch. TBOW XpEHOB JIIOOUMYHUK CeJIajl MHOTO
OIIMOOK, MHE TIPUXOAUTCSI MHOTO MEepeIesIbIBaTh, MOHUMAEIIIh? !

— Merru, — CtuB HakJIOHWIICA, — 51 3Ha0! I IMEHHO rosTomy
Ha 9TOM MecTe cuauib Thl! Pabotaii Houblo, padoTail B BHIXOJI-
HbIe, paboTail XO0Th 0e3 CHa BOOOIIe, HO CJJall aJITOPUTM B CPOK !

Merru niputieibHO Opocuiia THeBHbIN B3I Ha CTuBa.

— Y0, «HaBCTABJISUIA» T10 TIOJTHOM HaBepXy? — IyObl JEBYIIIKU
JPOTHYJIM B HACMEIITUBOM YJIBIOKE.

— [a, — CTuB TOXE CMATYWICA. — 3aJHULA TOPUT, U 1 KAKILY



MECTH, TToHs1a?

— IloHsna, noHsIa, YJIOKUMCH, HE Apendb.

— Yepes nonuaca PopcreH cobupaer Bech oduc B KOHe-
pEHII-3aJI€.

— Yepr! A moxHO He xoguth? Hy npasna, CtuB, 3aueM MHe
Ta noxytopadacoBast 6ontoas! Tem Ooree Cpokw. . .

— 3Hato, cam Obl He mo11ies, HO Hajo. CAels psAAoOM CO MHOM,
9TOOBI 51 TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO npuiLia, — CTUB B 3HAK OKOHYAHUS
pas3roBopa XJIOMHYJI JIAJOHBIO 110 CTOJTy Y HAIPABUJICS B CBOH aK-
BapUyM-0puc.

Ha coBenianue Merru npuxBaruia HOyTOyk. Eciu cecTsb mo-
JaJibllie, TO HUKTO TeOsl He 3aMETUT U MOKHO MPOAOIIKATh pado-
Tath. Merru maxaysaa CTUBY pyKOii, IOKa3aB Ha CBOM HOYTOYK,
KaK Ha MPUYMHY TOTO, YTO CUAETh OHA Oy/leT He C HUM, a B ca-
MOM TIOCJIEIHEM PSY, U IPUHSIIACH OMSAThH 32 PadOTy, BOTKHYB
B OJJHO yXO HaylIHHUK.

['eHepanbHBI JUPEKTOp KOMITAHMHM, B KOTOpOW padoTaia
Merru, Maiikn ®@opcreH, BRICOKHI OPIOHET B UeaTbHOM KOCTIO-
Me CTOMMOCTBIO OOJIbIIIE, YeM BMECTE B3SIThIe OCTAJIbHBIC KOCTIO-
Mbl B 3TOM 3[aHUU, PAacCKa3blBaJl O MPEKPACHBIX UTOrax rojaa
KOMITAaHWH ¥ O BAXKHOCTU Pa3padaThiBAEMOro MPOEKTa.

— 41 e1e pa3 MOBTOPIOCH O BAKHOCTHU Kax10ro U3 Bac! buITh B
MPOLIECCE 3/IECh U CelYac, MAKCUMAJIbHO COCPEIOTOYEHHBIMU U
BHUMaTeIbHbIMU! ¥V Hac HET BpeMeHU Ha OIMOKU, padoTa Kax-
JIOT0 — MO/ MOMM JIMYHBIM BHUMAHUEM.

[locnennue cioBa Mpo3Byvyasiu MpsMo Hajg Merru u, oto-



PBaB B3IJIsI]1 OT HOYTOyKa, OHAa BCTPETHJIACH IT1a3aMU C MUCTEPOM
dopcreHom. Barnsag nupektopa OyKBaJbHO CBEPIWI JEBYIIKY.
CMyTHBIIMCH, OHA HE 3HAJIA, YTO JIEIaTh — OMPABIBIBATHCS U TO-
BOPUTD, UTO OHA Kak pa3 padoTaeT Haj 3TUM MPOEKTOM, ObLIO
ryno. Ha sHepretmyeckoMm ypoBHe Merru 4yBCTBOBaJIa CTpe-
JIbl THEBa, KOTopble KuaaeT B Hee Ctus. He Halag HUYero Jryd-
1re, Merru mpocTo YJIBIOHY/IACh U MPOTOBOPUJIA TOJILKO TyOaMu:
«[Ipoctute, c3p», — MEAJICHHO 3aKPBIB HOYTOYK.

Oxupjasi B OTBET, KAK MMHUMYM, CBUPEIIbIN B3IJIs1/1 Kaparelis,
OHA BECbMa yAMBUWJIACh, Korna Muctep PopcTeH cMATrduics BO
B3IJISAZIC W €TO TYOBI MOJIEPHYJIa YyTh 3aMETHAs YJIbIOKA.

3anepxas B3N Ha Merru napy cekyHj, PopcreH pa3sep-
HYJICS 1 TIOIIeJT OOpaTHO.

— o PoxpaecTBeHCKOW BeUepUHKHU JIOPaOOTAOT TOJIBKO Te,
KTO HE HapymuT Jaeaiandsl. U 1a, oHu cranu emnie kopoue. Jla-
BaiiTe MoAHaKMeM, pelsTa, Xouy C KakJbIM U3 BaC YOKHYTb-
cs1 6okasiom! — dopcTeH 370Bele yIBIOHYJICS, OTOJIUB POBHbIS
CBEpKaIoIIye ujieatbHble 3yObl, U Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE MPUCYTCTBY-
I0II[1E CHEXUIIUCH OT ITOU YJIBIOKH.
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3a okHOM JuJ A0k k. Merru moowuna noxau. Eil kazanocs,
9TO OXK[b MPUIIYIIAET BCIO 9TY BO3HIO BOKPYT Hee, 3aKPhIBAET
ee OT MUpa JIo/Iel ¥ OHa, HAaKOHEI, OcTaeTcsi cama ¢ codoi. Hamo
CKa3aTh, 4TO OHA ObLJ1a peIKON OAMHOYKON. YeloBeK, y KOTOPOro



He OBUIO APY3eH, JIMIIIb JTIOIU, C KOTOPHIMHU OHa OoJiee-MeHee 00-
masnack. BepHee cka3arh, OblJIa B OCHOBHOM XOPOIIINM CITyIIIaTe-
JeM. 3a 3 roa paboThl B KOMITAaHUM TOJIBKO C JIByMsI JIIOIbMH U3
BCero Koyjiektua Merru obianace 0osiee TeCHO, YeM «3JIpaB-
CTBYHTE — 110 CBUAaHusI». Peliuen, crapiie Merru Ha 5 Jiet, ycne-
Jla CYACTIIMBO BBIUTH 3aMYK, POAUTH JIBYX JIET€W U COBEPIIIEHHO
HECYaCTHO pa3BecTHch. [louemy oHM ¢ Merru conumch, ObLUIO
HEMOHATHO. Peituesn oueHp TpeneTHo oTHOcUIach K Merru, cun-
Tasi ee CBOeW B KAaKOM-TO POJIE MOJOINEYHON U JJaKe HECKOJIbKO
pa3 mbITasCh OE3yCIEeIHO HAalTH e mapy.

Bropbim Obl1, kKak HU cTpaHHO, CTUB, MPSAMON HavaIbHUK
Merru. Korna ona npurnuia B komnanuio, CtuB pabotan crap-
UM MPOTPAMMUCTOM U CTajl ee HacTaBHUKOM. CTHB ObLT 0CO-
OEHHBIM MaJIIM — C OJTHOM CTOPOHBI, TAJIAHTJIMBBIA MPOTPaM-
MHUCT, «HE OT MUpa Cero», Kak 1 MHOTHE U3 HUX, HO MPH 3TOM
oOJiajian TUTUIOMATUYHOCTBIO U B HY)KHOW CUTYyaliu ObUT He3a-
MEHUMBIM CBSI3YIOIIMM 3BEHOM MEX]y PYKOBOJCTBOM M Uy/IU-
Kamu-rporpammuictamu. [1o3ToMy, COOCTBEHHO, OH M CTaJl Ha-
YaJILHUKOM OT/leJia pa3paboToK.

C Merru oH ofriascs, Kak OyaTo ¢ mapHeMm, HO 0e3 Mata u
nryTouek mpo aesyniek. Eme Oynyuu Hactapaukom Merru, CTuB
TIOHSLJI, YTO CTaH/IaPTHBIE KOMILIMMEHTHI Y IIPUHITUATIBI OOIIEHUS
C JIeBYIIIKaMU 3/IeCh He cpaboTaioT. Merru OblTa, Kak Mayrm,
JMKOBaTasi U «He Takasi», KaKoW MPHUHSTO ObITh B OOINECTBE, U
eMy NpUIUIoCh cTarh ee bany. Pa3 B mapy MecsiieB OHM BABOEM
xomwuti B Oap. DT1o Obuta cTpaHHas napoyka: CTUB MW TTUBO U



paccykaall, Kak «BCe He TaKue U He daKue» eMy TOMaIalTcs
JIeBYIIIKHU, TTOYEMY Pa3pabOTUMKU KAaKOK-TO KOMITBIOTEPHOU WT-
PbI JIOIYCTHJIM CTOJIBKO KOCSIKOB M UTO JIOTUYHO OBLIO ObI Clie-
JIaTh COBEPILEHHO MO-APYroMy, a Merru y4acTjiMBO K1MBaja, 13-
penka noamtyuyrBaia Hag CTUBOM, BBITMBAS 32 BECh BeUep BCETO
OIVH OOKAaJlL.

Eme B Hauaste oOmieHus Ha mpockOy CTHBa pacckasarh O ce-
Oe, Merru oTBeTHIIa TaK pa3BEPHYTO U €MKO, YTO OOJIbIIIE Y HETO
HE BO3HMKAJIO JKeJIaHKsI Pa3roBapyuBaTh O MPOIIUION KU3HU Mer-
ru. «Pomunack Ha CeBepe. Y MeHs ObUIO OMEp3UTEIbHOE JIET-
CTBO, HACTOJIbKO OMEP3UTENIbHOE, UTO TeOs1 Oy/IeT TOITHHUTH, KaK
TOJIBKO ThI YCJIBIIIUIIE O HEM. Y MEHs HeT OJIM3KUX, U 51 Ta ellle
oracHasi TBaph!», — Mpu 3ToM MerT BBICOKO IMOJHMMAIA Tpa-
BYIO OpOBb, Jiejiajia Tay3y, CMesuIach 1 MepeBOIuIa Pa3roBOp Ha
Ipyryio Temy. Merru HUKOrJja HUKOMY He TOBOpWJIA TpO Ma-
My. Eif X0oTesloch 3alUTUTL €€ OT BCEro MUpPa, KaK OrPOMHBIN
OpPUJUTUAHT, KOTOPBIA MOTYT YKPACTh U CYIIECTBOBaHUE KOTOPO-
r0 HEOOXOIUMO TIATEILHO CKPBIBATb.

[Mocne cmeptu otiia Mama Merru ocrajach B OJHOM U3 TO-
POIIOB, KOTOpbBIE CEMbsl CMEHMJIA TIoclie ciyuuBiierocsi B Kopre-
pe. Y MaMbl KUIM JBa OOJIBIIUX TICa M OHA MeJIKas COOauOH-
ka. Coce/i 3HAM ee KakK JOOPYI0 MPUXOKAHKY, KOTOpas C yIo-
BOJILCTBHEM MOIUIA ITOCUAETH C IETbMHU, Y HUKOIIA HE BUIEIN €€
ponHbIX. Bripouem, MmamMa Merru HUKOMY U HE TOBOPHWJIA, UTO Y
Hee eCTh JI0Ub, TAKKE KeJlasl 3alUTUTh CBOIO JIEBOUKY.

3a OKHOM JIUJI JIOX[b. Merru BIJISiIbIBAIach BlIaJib, Tepeost



B pyKax curapery. BbuT BHIXOIHOM, ¥ BO BceM oduce OHa Obl-
na omHa. Camoe JoOMMOe ee BpeMsl: HUKOTO HET, OX[b, CH-
rapera, Koe U HeBeposATHOE OOJierYeHre OT MPOJETIAHHOW pa-
00TBH. Merru TOJIbKO YTO 3aBEpIIUa AJITOPUTM, OHA 3aBEPIIIN-
JIa €ro eIe HECKOJIbKO JHEW Ha3ajd, HO, KaK OYEHb JIOTOIIHBIN
YeJIoBeK, NEeCcSATKU pa3 neperpoepsiia ero. Ckopo Poxpaectso,
HoBblii ros1, KaHUKYJIbI, ¥ OHA TIOyMbIBaJIA, HE yeXaThb JIM el Ha
HECKOJIBKO JIHEH B KaKylo-HUOYIb OE3ITI0IHYIO TTTyXOMaHb.

BHu3y, Ha ynuie, Kakoi-TO MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK He MOT' COBJIa-
JaTh CO CBOMMHU TpeMsl JTabpaiopaMu, KOTOPbIe PE3BUJIKICH U CO-
BEpILIEHHO CIYTaJId CBOM MOBOAKU. Merru yasioHyaack. O ToM,
YTOOBI 3aBECTU COOAKy, OHa TIOIyMbIBaIa yke roaa asa. Ho sta
HEBEPOSATHAS] MaHUsI OIMHOYECTBA M YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO OT TeOs
OJIHO 3710, HE AABAJIO €i czaenarh ITOT miar. Jlyme ObTh OHOM.
Bcerna, Beszie, 4ToOBI HU 32 KOTO HE MEpekrBaTh U HUKOMY HE
nesarh OOJIBHO.

Merru czenana NOCIEIHIO 3aTSKKY, BHIKMHYJIA OKYPOK B
CTakaH u3-1oj Kode U 3aKpblia rasa.

% %k %k

— ®y-y-yx, — CTUB OTKHHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY CBOEro Kpecia, —
BOT 3TO Iopa C IieY, Aa, Kpouka?

— la. Boobuie crpanHblii npoekT. JIoByika Ha joBymike. He
JaBaii MHe OOJIbIIIE HUYETO Tepe/iesIbIBaTh 3a IPYTUMH, OKel?

— Tbl He MOHUMAaEIIb, 3TO CTeNEHb OLEHKHU TeOsl KaK CIelu-



anucta. ToJMbKO Thl MOXEIIb PA3TPECTU CaMylo OOJIBIIYIO Ky4y
nepeMa, — CTuB 3amMeTHO TIoBecesiesl. — CeromHst mpocTo 00a-
neHHbil 1eHek! [peacrasnsenib, Cblo3aH OKa3alach TAKOM CEK-
cu! — CTUB OTKMHYJICS HA CIMHKY Kpecya U, Kak JOBOJIbHBIN KOT,
MOTSIHYJICS PyKaMH.

— Jla 41O THI, 3aTAlUI-TAKU ee K ceOe?

— Hy! Tak y Hee Takoe TeJio IUKAapHOE, Thl HE MPeCTaBIs-
emb! Yohhd!

— CruB, (y, Hy Kakas rajiocTb, JOCTATOYHO MOAPOOHOCTEN !

CTuB pacxoxoTajics B OTBET Ha PEAKIIMIO MOIPYTH.

— Xa-xa, 3T0 TOYHO He 151 TeOs1, Kporlka. JlagHo, cuuTai, 4to
Tl CBOOOIHA IO KaHUKYJ, Toiay, oopanyio PopcreHa, — CTuB
BCTaJI, B35 CBOM HOYTOYK U Ha BBIXOJIE U3 JBEpU OOEpHYJICS. —
S HazetoCch, BEPHYCH C MPEMUe, KaXeTCsl, Mbl 3aCITy KM, a?

— Bacmyxwy, 3aciuyxkwi! 3agauiy 6eperd, a To He ¢ Tpe
MUell BEpHEIIIbCsl, a C YeM IMOUHTepecHee, — y Merru Toxe ObLI1o
XOpolliee HACTPOEHUE, U OHA MPEBKYIIAIA CKOPBII OT/IBIX.

% %k %k

PoxpecTBeHCcKast BeuepruHKa obOemana ObITh Becenon. Kan-
POBBIN OTIEJ MOCTapaJICs, 3aKa3aB NIMKApHbIM KEUTEPUHT, OU-
JoKesl, KpacuBbIe AEKOPALIMA ¥ MHOTO Ka4€CTBEHHOI'O aJIKOTOJISl.
Muctep PopcreH, 06paJoBaHHBII 3aBEPILICHUEM BCEX TPOSKTOB
3TOTO rofia, PeWI paclIeAPUTbCA U AaThb CBOUM COTPYAHUKAM



noryJsaTh Ha cnaBy. Ceilyac peikoe JIesio — OIJIadeHHbIe Beve-
PUHKH JJIsl COTPYAHUKOB. B morone 3a skoHoMuei MHOTHE U He
MOHUMAIOT, HACKOJIbKO OHU BaXKHBI JIs Jitosiell. He To 4to0wI re-
HEepaJIbHbIA JUPEKTOP OYeHb XOTEN MOBBICUTh KOPHIOPATUBHbIN
JyX Y CIUTOTHUTS JIOJIEH, HO, TPeICTaBIssA ceOe HYJIM OT MOTy4eH-
HBIX KOHTPAKTOB, OH TIOHMUMAJI, YTO 3TH JICHBI'Y HA BEYCPUHKY —
HUYTOXHBI.

Hanesas Brioni u paccreruBasi BepxHioio myrosuity, @opcreH
moOoBasics B 3epkaio. «[loBecemmmcs», — ckazall OH caM cebe.
Jlo BCcTpeuur ¢ mapTHepaMu OCTaBaJiach mapa JHEeH, U MOKHO Obl-
JI0 TIO3BOJIUTB ce0e PaccaabUThCs Ha TIOJTHYIO.

Merru, no HacrosiHuio Pefiuen, Toxe pelimia MpUOIEThCS.
310 ObUT IOJTUI U MYUYUTENIbHBIA BHIOOp B MarasuHe. [leByIii-
Ka-KOHCYJIbTAHT BCE IMBITAJIACh OOBSCHUTD, UYTO CEYac B MOJIC U
KaK IMPEKPACHO ObLIO ObI MOJYEPKHYTh KEHCTBEHHOCTh U XPYII-
KOCTh MerT «BOT 3TUM (paTUHOBBIM ILIaTheM JIAWMOBOTO I1BE-
Ta», MMOXOKUM Ha 3e(prpUHKY, HO Merru Obl1a HeMPEeKJIOHHA.

— D1o! U Gonbllle HUYEro He MPUHOCUTE MEPUTD, 5 JyMalo,
3TO MOJOUIET.

Merru BbiOpasia KJIACCMUECKOE CTPOrOro CHIIySTa UepHoe
IUIaThe JI0 KOJIEH, Ha YTO TIOTYYMJIA BHIPA3UTEIbHBIN B3IJISA OT
MPOAABIIMIIBI, BBIPAKAIOIIUN «(PH».

Cobupasice, Merru gonro cmoTpena Ha cebs B 3epkajio. A
Be/Ib MOXXHO ke ObITh IEBOYKOH, Kak U Bce? [IoHOCUTh MuIibie
JIeBUAYbH TIJIaThsl € YAAJIOCh TOJIbKO B CAMOM pPaHHEM JIETCTBE.
[Mocne ucropuu ¢ mucrepom Poyou Merru 3amMkHynach B cede.



Oma crapanach BBIIJISIIETh TaK, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 0OpaTWII Ha Hee
BHUMaHus. [IeBOUKY B HE BbljaBaja TOJIBKO HEMHOIO OKPYI-
JIMBLLIASICS TPY/lb, KOTOPYIO Ta TaKke TIIATEJIbHO CKpbIBAJIA MO/
OTPOMHOM OZIEKIOM.

B3beporms BOIOCH ¥ HAKPACUB PECHULIBI, Merry nogymasa,
YTO HETyIoXO Obl HaJeTh yKpamieHue. [1paBna, U3 yKparieHui y
Hee ObLT TOJIBKO KYJIOH, KOTOPbIH mofapuia el Mama Ha 18-je-
THe, HO U 3Ta MaJleHbKasl IeTajb npuaana Merru Oosblile KeH-
CTBEHHOCTU U OYapOBaHUsI.

— Merru, na Hy? 910 TEI? — CTUB, IPULLY PUBILIUCH, IIPOTSHYJI
Merru 60kaut mammnanckoro. — [lonerde, kporiika, Teds 31ech HU-
KTO He y3Haer! — CtuB obOoiien Merru BOKpyr u ogo0psiole
KUBHYJI HA OrOJICHHbIE TOUYEHBIE TUIEYH U CIIUHY Merru.

— Bpocb, Thl ke 3Haellb, YTO 51 HE MbI0 HIAMITAHCKOE.
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