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AHHOTaAIMA

IOnywo IxeliMu, 10Yb aHIIMACKOTO OAPOHA, MO MPUKA3y KOOI
OT/HAIOT B €Hbl MOTYIIECTBEHHOMY HIOTJIAaHICKOMY JIOpay AJieKy
Kunkeiiny. Ho To, 4To HauMHanOCh Kak Opak MO MPUHYXKICHUIO,
Mepepocyio 3aTeM B HEUCTOBYIO CTPAcTh, OOKHIAIONIYI0 CepiIe.
HepymmiMele y3bl cBSI3aIM MPEKPacHYIO JEBYIIIKY, JOCTOWHYIO OBbITh
TIO/IPYTOM BEJIMKOTO BOMHA, M OTBAXKHOTO Ieposi C TNIAMEHHOH JTYIIOH.
TakoBa uWCTOpUsI BEIMKOW JIOOBM, W3MEHMBIIEH 4YeloBEeUYecKHe
CYIBOBI. ...
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Hoxkyaus I'apByn
HoBoOpaunas

IIpoJor

Hlomaanous, 1100 200

[TpoOun cMepTHBIN Yac.

Hyma xeHmyHbl Aneka Kunkeiina oOpena HakoHell TTOKOM.
[Morona crosia Mep3Kasi, ¥ CTOJIb K& MPauyHOE BhIpakeHUe ObLIO
Ha JIMIAX JIo[ed, COOpABIIMXCS HAa KPalo XOJIMUCTOU TPSIbI —
NoC/IeJHeM MTPUCTAHUIIE HECUACTHOM.

Teno Enensl-Jlynsbl Kunkei, Moaogou sxeHbl BOX/Is, pelie-
HUEM [IEpKBH JJOJKHO ObUIO OBITH TIPEIaHO 3eMJIe UMEHHO B 3TOM
MpPaYHOM MeCTe, MOAAJIbIIe OT XPUCTUAHCKOTO KJIag0uIIa, noo
OHa COBEpIIIJIa OIMH U3 CAMBIX CTPAIIIHBIX CMEPTHBIX TPEXOB —
mvimia ceOst sku3Hu. YepHast qyiia nogoOHa yepBUBOMY s10710-
Ky, U €l He MECTO CPe/Id YMCThIX XPUCTUAHCKUX TYII, HA KOTO-
pble pacrpoOCTPAHUTCS €€ TIIETBOPHOE BIIMSTHUE.

Jloxap U Kak U3 Belpa, U MpeICTaBUTeNN KjlaHa, IPUCyT-
CTBYIOIIIME HA MOrpe0eHru, MPOMOKJIM 0 HUTKU. Tesno camo-
yOUHIIBI, 3aBEPHYTOE B YePHO-KPACHBIM KJIeTUYaThId TUIeH, pa3-
OyXJIO OT IOXK]ISI ¥ C TPYJIOM BMEIIAJIOCh B COCHOBBIH Tp00. AJiek
KuHkeii caM XOpOHWII )KeHY — OCTaJIbHbIE MOJTUa HAOMIONAIIH.



B cTopoHe ot Bcex CTosi1 cTapblil CBSIIEHHUK, oTel] Mepiok.
Jlutio ero BeIpaxkaro crpaianvie: Enena yiuia 6e3 nokasiausi, 6e3
oTmyieHus rpexoB. OH gake He MOT POYUTATh HaJl HEW MOJIUT-
BY, TaK KaK HET MOJIUTB, KOTOPbIE YUTAIOT HAJl CAMOYOUNTIAMHU.
LepkoBb cTporo ocynuna Eneny, u nyie ee, yxe ceiyac CTosi-
1iel Ha Mopore aja, MPeACTOsIIO TOPETh B BEUHOM OTHE.

«Mmue npuxoautcs Hesierko. CTost HermoganeKy OT CBSIIEHHU-
Ka, 51 CTapaloch COXPAHUTD Ha JIMIIE Toio0alolliee Cy4dalo Bblpa-
JKEHUE U LIeM4uy MOJIUTBBL. $1 Momoch He o ayiiie EneHsl, a o ToMm,
9TOOBI BCE TIOCKOPEE 3aKOHYMIIOCh.

Enena ymupaert tsixeno u qonro. Llenbix Tpu iHst oHa 6opertcst
CO CMEepThIO, ¥ BCE 9TU THU 51 MOJIIOCh, YTOObI OHA HE MPUIILIA B
ceOst ¥ He pacKphblia IpaBy.

Kena Kunkenpga nepes cMepTbio 3aCTaBWIa MEHSI XOPOIIO
nomyuuthcs. [loka oHa ymupana, Bce B MOEH Jyllie TpeneTasio OT
crpaxa. UYToObl MPEeKpaTUTh 3Ty MBITKY, 5, YJyYUB MOMEHT, Ha-
KHJIBIBAIO TUIe]] HA ee OJieJHOe JIMIIO M TEM CaMbIM CIIOCOOCTBYIO
ee MOCJIEIHEMY B3JIOXY.

Tocnonu, kakoe oOyieryeHre s UCTIBITHIBAIO TIOCTIE ee CMepTH !
OT cTpaxa, 4To MpaBJa MOXET BBIIUIbITh HAPYKY, 5 IOKPHIBAIOCh
JIMIIKKM TIOTOM, OT HETO JIEPEBEHEET MO3BOHOUHUK, CKUMAETCS
cepate.

Sl w3ronsio u3 ceds STOT cTpax, coBeplMB youiicteo! MHue
XOUeTcsl MeTh OT pagoctu — KoHueHo! Ho 51 caepxkuBaio cedst u
HU CJIOBOM, HU B3IJISIZIOM HE BbIJJAI0 CBOETO TOPXKECTBA.

Celiuac Bce MO€ BHUMaHHUE COCpPENOTOYeHO Ha Aseke KuH-



keiine. OH CTOHUT y pa3BepCTOil MOTHIIBI, O€3BOJILHO OITYCTUB PY-
KU U CKJIOHUB rosioy. [leyaspb nim raeB HanoJHsIoT ero cepaue?
Kak oH otHOCHTCA K rpexoBHOM cMepTH Enensl? Kaneer im ee?
Kunkelia Bcera Xopolo ymes CKpbIBaTh CBOM UYBCTBA, U €lle
HUKOMY HE YAaBaJIOCh 3arJISTHYTh €My B JIyIIy.

XOTA Kakoe MHE JIeJO JI0 TOro, YTO 4yBCTBYeT cenvac KuH-
keiin? Bpems 3aneuut ero panbl. Bpems Oyner padortarh M Ha
MEHsI — HaCTYIIUT MOMEHT, U s 3aiiMy CBOE 3aKOHHOE MECTO.

CBSIIIEHHMK BHE3alHO 3aKalLISUICS CyXMM JApeOe3KalliM
Kariem, ¥ Moy B30p ooparwiics K Hemy. [Toxoxe, oH coOupaet-
csl 3arU1akaTh. 51 B yop CMOTPIO Ha HETo, U OH MOCTENEHHO Oeper
ce0s B pyku. B pazaymbe OH KauaeT rojioBoi, 1 s YUTaI0 BCE €r0
mbicd. OHU HaNKCaHBI Ha €ro JILE.

Kenmyna KuHkenaa ono3opuia ux pos.

Mue xouercsa cMedTbcs. boxe, momoru MHe ! »



I'maBa 1

Anenus, 1102 200

XOmAT CIIyXH, 9TO OH YOHJI CBOIO TIEPBYIO JKEHY.

«B03M0OXkHO, OHa 3aciyKUBaJla TOro, 4YroObl ee younm». Ta-
KO€ HEOCTOPOXKHOE MPEIOIOKEeHUe TTO3BOJIMI ce0e OTell B IPH-
cyTcTBUHM jiouepert. Kak TOMbKO CI0Ba 3TH COPBAJIHCH C SI3BIKA,
6apoH [IKeMUCOH MOHSLI, KaKyl0 HEMPOCTUTEIbHYI0 OeCTaKT-
HOCTb JIOITYCTHJI, ¥ TOPBKO MOKaJIesl 0 CKazaHHOM. Ternepb fo4e-
pu Oy/IyT IOBTOPSITB: «A Tara ckazal...»

OnHako Tpu novepu 6apoHa He OOpaTHIM BHUMAaHHS Ha CIIO-
Ba OTIIA, & OHSUIM JIMIIb OOHO: AJiek KuHkeng — crpamHbii ye-
JIOBEK.

bausHelsl, ArHec 1 Anuca, 1o CIOKUBILIEHCS C TeJIEHOK MpU-
BBIYKE, 3apbIJAJIU B YHUCOH, a UX BCET/a TaKas CIOKOWHAs CeCT-
pa MepH B BOJHEHMM 3allaraja 1o OrpoMHOMY 3aiy, Ije 3a
JUTMHHBIM OBQJIBHBIM CTOJIOM, TSDKEJIO CKJIOHMBIIMICH HAJl KPYK-
KO MUBA, CUJIEJI MX MPUCTHIKEHHBIN OTEIl.

bimsHenp! nponoykaiv peiaTh, a Kpotkass Mepu Kpyxuia
10 3aJly ¥ BCTIOMMHAJIa BCE CIUIETHH, CIIBIIIAHHBIE €I0 paHee 00
9TOM IIOT/IAH/ICKOM BOHMHE, TPUOBITHE KOTOPOTO OKUAAIIOCH Ye-
pe3 Hefeso. BobHO WM HEBOJIBHO, HO CBOMMH pacCcKa3aMu OHA
T OOAaBJIsIa Macjia B OTOHb — CECTPhI 3alIUIUCh B UCTEPHKE,
Y VX PBIIaHUST MOTJIA ObI TIOMHSATH W3 TPo0a 1axe MepTBOTO.



BapoH criean HeyKIIOKYIO TIOMBITKY 3alllUTUTh HIOTJIAH/ALA,
NPU3BaB Ha MOMOIIIb Bce cBoe BooOpaxenue. OH HUKOT/IA paHb-
1Ie He BcTpevascs ¢ Aynekom KuHkeinoMm, ckaszas oH, a 3HaeT o
HEM JIMIIb TI0 CITyXaM, J1a U To HeJecTHhIM. Ho nouepu npomon-
JKaJIM pbIIaTh, B OYEPEIHON pa3 nmpeHedperast ero MHEHHUEM.

Bapony elie HUKOrja He yIaBajoCh MOBIUATh HA I0UYEpEN U
NpU3BaTh UX K OJ1aropasymuio, 4To, BIIPOYEM, JIO CETrOfIHSIIHE-
ro JIHsI €r0 He OYeHb-TO M BoJHOBaIO. Ho ceifuac GapoH uyB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO JIOJDKEH MOKA3aTh XapakTep, YTOObl He BBITIISIETh
CMEIIIHBIM B T71a3aX HEMPOIIEHBIX rOCTeld, Oy[b TO IMOTIAHIIIbI
VI KTO JIPYTOM.

BbImuB TpeThio KpYXKy MnuBa, [[xeidMucoH coOpaics ¢ ay-
XOM U, CTYKHYB KYJIAKOM I10 CTOJTY, PELIMTENIHO 3asIBUJI, UTO BCE
9TU POCCKa3HU 00 YOMICTBE MOTIAHALIEM KEeHbI IIPOCTO TITyITbIE
CILJIETHU.

Korna 1 310 He BO3BIMENO ACHCTBUS, OH, TIOUYBCTBOBAB pa3-
ApakeHue, 3asiBUJI, YTO Jake eClIM BCe CIUIETHH IO CYTH CBOEH
€CTh MpaB/a, TO ¥ TYT MOXKHO HAUTH OMpaBIaHUe MTOCTYIKY IIOT-
JIaH/IIa: BO3MOXKHO, €ro KeHa BbIIIUIA U3 TOBUHOBEHUS 1 3aCITy-
KUJIa HAKA3aHUe.

Takum 06pa3oM OapoHy yaaaoch MpUBJIeYb BHUMAHKE J0Ye-
peit, HO 3((EKT OT ero CJI0B, KAXKETCs1, ObUT MPSMO MPOTHUBOMO-
JIOKEH KeJaeMOMY: Ha JIMIAX ero 000XaeMbIX aHTeJIOB MOSIBU-
JIOCh Takoe BhIpaXKEeHHe yxkaca, OyJTO OHM YBUEIH OrPOMHOIO
3Mesi, BHITION3AIONIEro u3 ero pra. «[loxoxe, OHM CUMTAIOT Me-
HS CyMACIIeIIIM», — TOTyMaJl OapoH, IJIs1/1s B OKPYIJIMBIIUECS



r1a3a godyepei. YCraB OT TIIETHOCTU CBOMX IMOMBITOK, J[keimMu-
COH 3aKpHyaJl, YTO HABEPHSIKA HECYACTHAS CJIMILKOM JIOJIrO UC-
IbITHIBAJIA TEPIICHUE MYKa U €My He OCTaBaJIOCh HUYETO MHOTO,
KaK TOJIbKO yOuTh ee. Takum oOpa3oM OTel| pelns npenojarhb
YPOK CBOMM HENOCJYIIIHBIM JI0YEPsIM U BCEJIUTh B UX JTyIIU yBa-
JKEHUE K OTLy U crpax nepen I'ocrionom borom.

W onaTh ero NONbITKM HE YBEHYATHMCh YCIIEXOM: OJTM3HELIbI
NPOAOJDKAIM PBIAATH TAK TPOMKO M OTYASIHHO, YTO y OapoHa pas-
6onenack rosoBa. OH 3aTKHYJI NaJIBLIAMH YIIH U OECTIOMOIITHO
OIJISAAEN 3aJ, HO TYT €ro B3IJIsJ BCTPETWIICA C TOPALIMM IpU-
cTanbHbIM B3rIsi0oM Mepu. TlocneqHue cuiibl MOKUHYJM €ro, 1
B NOpbIBE OTYassHUS OApOH IMO3BaJl MpegaHHoro ciyry I'epma-
Ha, TIPUKa3aB MOCJIEHEMY MPUBECTH CBOIO YETBEPTYIO, CAMYIO
MJIQZIIYIO JOYb.

CenoBnacelil cyra ¢ pajiocTblo OpOCHJICS UCHIONHSATh MPUKa-
3aHMe, 1ermya cede Moj HOC, YTO 3TO HYXKHO ObLIO cAenaTh J1aB-
HBIM-/IaBHO.

[Tporwio gonarux aecaTe MUHYT, Npeskae yeM xeliMu nosiBu-
Jach B 3asie. bapoH MmpocBeTIeN JMIIOM U CO B3/I0XOM OOJerye-
HMS TIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOI0 MJIQ/ILIEHBKYIO. YK KTO-KTO, a OHa-TO
€My ITOMOXET.

JIKeMHCOH morMalt ce0s1 Ha TOM, YTO He B CHJIaX CIepKaTh
YIBIOKY — B TIPUCYTCTBUM [[)KeliMU MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO OCTa-
BaTbCs cepAUTHIM. [leBymika OblIa Takoi OyapoBaTENIbHOM, Ta-
KOU BeceJol M CHMIIATUYHOM, YTO JIIOOOW UeNIOBEK, B3IJISTHYB
Ha Hee, MOMEHTAJIbHO 3a0bIBa BCe CBOM mevann. OIHIM CBO-



UM TPUCYTCTBUEM OHAa BHOCHWJIA TIOKOW B cep/lia JIIoAe, U BECh
OOJIMK ee HacTpawBaJl YelloBeKa Ha CBeTIble Mbicau. Kpacory
Y MSATKu# xapaktep Jxeiimu yHaciiefoBaia oT marepu. inH-
HBIE I[BETa BOPOHOBA KPBbLJIa BOJIOCHI ellle OOJIbIIIe MOTIePKUBATN
cBoeoOpasue (PMATKOBBIX I71a3, U JII0OOH, 3aryisiHYB B HUX, BCIIO-
MUHAJI, 9YTO B IPUPOJIE CYIIecTByeT BecHa. Koxa neByiku Obiia
TaKOM K€ HEeKHOU U YUCTOM, KaK U €€ CepIeUKO.

BapoH GeckoHeuHO JII0OMI BceX CBOMX Aovepei, Ho Ixeimu
OH OCOOEHHO rOpIUJICS], HECMOTPSI Ha TO UTO B €e XKHJIaxX He TeKJIa
ero KpoBb. Matp [lxkeiimMu, BTOpas xeHa OapoHa, HOJDKHA ObLia
BOT-BOT Pa3peIIUThCsl OT OpeMeHH, KOrjia OH B3I €€ B JKCHBI.
Orenr JI>xeliMy TaJ1 B Cpak€HUU CITYCTSI MECSI] ITOCJIe CBaIbOBI.

Bapon [I:keliMHCOH yao4yepui IEBOUKY M KPENKO-HAKPENKO
HaKa3ajl BCeM COXPAHMTh 3Ty TaiiHy. OH MOMOOMI HOBYIO JJOUKY
BCEM cepaieM, BceMu (puOpaMu CBOEH AyIIU, KaK TOJBKO B3sLT
ee Ha PYKHU.

JlxeriMu OblTa caMOW MJIAJIIIIEH W CaMOM MPEeKPacHOMN U3 Je-
ThIpeX aHreJIoB OapoHa. BIM3HAIKY 1 uX cectpa Mepu ObLH 110-
CBOEMY KPaCHBBI, HO KpacoTa ux He Opocasachk B IJ1a3a, U Tpedo-
BaJIOCh BpeMsl, YTOOBI YBUAETh ee. UTO e KacaeTcsl MaJIbIIIKU
Jl;xeriMu, TO ee MpeJiecThb 3arajjaia B AyIly cpa3y u HaBceraa. Ee
THXasl YJIBIOKA TPUBOAMIIA MYKYMH B TPEIET, a Phlllapy IPOCTO
BBINAJAJIM U3 Ce/JIa, KOT/Ia BUJIEIH €€, YEM YacTo, Pa3BJIeKasCh,
TIOJTb30BAJICSI OApOH.

Mexy IEBOYKaMU HE CYLIECTBOBAJIO PEBHOCTH, U ATHEC,
Auica u Mepu NpUCITyIIMBAJIMCh K COBETAaM MJIAIIEN CECTPEH-



ku. Tak e, Kak ¥ OTell, OHM BO BCEM I0JIarajuch Ha Hee.

C pannero gercrBa [lxelMM cTana UCTUHHOM XO3SMKOU J0-
Ma, IIPOSIBMB B 9TOM KauecTBe HeMaJible CriocoOHOCTU. BapoH, BO
BCEM JIIOOUBIIMIA TIOPSAAOK, HO HEe 00JIaJaBIINN JapOM TOAIEp-
KHUBATh €r0, AaJl MOJHYI0 CBOOOIY MIIA/IIIEN I0UepH, U OHA ellle
HU pa3y He NojiBea.

C campix neneHok JIkeiMM HUKOrJa He Ijlakajia, M OH Ya-
CTO AyMaJi, 4To OMM3HSAIIKAM He Melayio Obl TIOYYUThCS Y Hee.
ArHec u Anmca Ge3yTelIHO PhIJAU 0 TIOBOAY U 0e3 OHOro, u
JIKEeAMUCOH MHOTAA JIOBWJ ceOsl Ha MBICIH, UTO €My Kajlb WX
Oymymux mMyskei. Beib UMeTh TaKUX YyBCTBUTEJIBHBIX JKEH — CY-
1ee HakasaHue!

Ho 6onbinie Bcero 6apoHa Gecriokorsia Mepy — YK CITMIITKOM
oHa Obl1a camoyBepeHHoi. OHa Bcera MpoTHBOMOCTABIISIA Ce-
Os1 cecTpaM M cUMTaJla CBOM XeJlaHHs MpeBbiiie Bcero. Ho — Bot
y’Kac — OHa COBCEM HE CUMTANIaCh U C OTIIOM, a 3TO yxke OOJbIION
rpex.

Mepu Obuta GONBINON WHTPUTAHKOW U CIYKHJIA TPUYMHON
MHOTHUX ccop. Eii HpaBWJIOCh BHOCUTh CMYTY B CEMbIO, M OHa JIe-
Jiajia 3TO C TOJIKOM U OOJIBIIIMM YJIOBOJILCTBHEM. A elle y 6apo-
Ha OBUTO MOJO3peHue, YTo ero Jrodumuia [keiMu 9acTo moj-
CTpEeKaeT CecTpy Ha HeOJIaroBUHbIC MOCTYITKW, HO OH HUKOT/IA
HE OCMEJIMBAJICSI BBICKA3bIBaTh MOJOOHBIE MBICIU BCIyX, OOSICh
UCIIOPTUTH OTHOIIIEHUS C CAMOU 000KaeMoi JO0YephbIO.

Ha, JIxeriMu Oblj1a caMO JIIOOMMO, CaMOM OJTM3KOM ero cep/l-
Iy, HO TeM He MeHee OapOH OTUETIIMBO BUJIEI BCE €€ HEJIOCTATKH.



Y Hee ObUT TBEP/BINA XapaKTEP U BCIIBUILUYMBBIN HPaB, KOTOPBIM,
K CYACTBIO, PEAKO MpOosBIsUIcA. [[keliMu yHacienoBaia OT Ma-
Tepu Aap JIeuyuTh JTofei. bapoH 3ampeinan eil 3aHuMaTbCs Bpa-
YeBaHUEM, HO JI0Yb He CITyIIAach U YeM TOJIbKO MOIJIa TOMOra-
na moasim. CepBbl U TIPUCITYTa YacTo 0OpaIaIuch K Hel 3a 1o-
MOIIIBIO, TEM CaMbIM OTBJIEKast [IkeliMu OT ee MPSIMBIX 00sI3aH-
HOCTEH — YrOXk/IaTh OTILy, CO3/1aBaTh €My BCEBO3MOXKHbIE YI00-
crBa. [locepeanHe HOUM €e MOIIM BBITALUThH U3 MOCTENN — Ha-
JIOXKUTh TOBSI3KY Ha HOKEBYIO PaHy WJIM CIIOCOOCTBOBATH IMOSIB-
JIHUIO HOBOW XM3HU. BapoH He BO3paxas MpOTUB €€ HOUHBIX
ONeHMIA, TaK KaK B 9TO BpPeMsl OH KPEMNKO CIajl U He UCTIBITHIBAIT
HUKaKUX HEyJoOCTB, HO B JIHEBHOE BpeMsl OTCYTCTBHE J0YepU
MPUHOCUIIO €My HeMaJIo HEMPUSATHBIX MUHYT, OCOOEHHO KOT/a
PUXOAWIIOCH TIOONTY KJaTh o0e/a u3-3a Toro, uro JxelimMu B
9TO BpeMsl yXakuBajia 3a OOJIbHBIM WJIA PAHCHBIM.

BapoH Ts1xesn1o B3AOXHYI. 3aHATHIN CBOUMU MBICISIMU, OH HE
3aMETUJI, YTO KPUKK ONMU3HSAIIEK moyTuxyim — J[keiimu ycrena
ycnokouTh ux. CHenaB 3HaK CJIyre CHOBA HATOJHUTH KPYXKKY,
JIKEAMHCOH CTaJl ¢ MHTePECOM HaOJTI/IaTh, KaK ero JI0OuMUIa
MIPUBOJUT CECTEP B UyBCTBO.

Kak Tonmpko [Ixerimu Bomuia B 3a, ArHec, Anuca u Mepu
OpOCHIMCh K HEW M CTalM HamepeOOH IMepecKas3biBaTh CECcTpe
CBOIO BEPCHUIO YCIIBIIIIAHHOTO.

JI>KefiM1 HUYEro He MOHsiIa U3 COMBUMBBIX PACCKA30B CECTED.

— JlaBaiiTe cseMm 3a CTOJN PSAJAOM C Tarnod, — MpeiIoKuiIa
OHa, — ¥ BCEH ceMbeill OOCYIIM CIIOKUBIITYIOCS] CUTYAIHIO.



— 9TO BOBCE He cuTyanus! — 3akpryaia Anuca, BeITUpas clie-
3bl. — $l IpoCcTO HE 3Halo, Kak 3T0 Ha3Barb. IIpaBo, He 3Hal,
Jxenmu.

— Bo Bcem BHHOBAT marma, — 3aKJiounia ArHec, yCaKuBasiCh
3a CTOJ M Opocasi Ha OTIIa CepauThie B3MIsIbl. — Bo BceM, Kak
BCEI/1a, BUHOBAT TOJIBKO OH.

— Ilpu yem 3a€ch A7 — KaJIOOHO cripocuil 6apoH. — S mpocTto
BBITIOJTHSIIO BOJIIO KOPOJISl, BOT M BCe. Tak 4To epecTaHbTe CMOT-
pPETh Ha MEHsI TaK CEPAUTO, MUCC.

— INama, moxairyicra, ycrokoucs, — nonpocwuia [xenmu, ¢
HEKHOCTBIO NOITIaAuB pyKy otua. OHa B3misAHyna Ha Mepu:

— MHe kaxertcs, Thl 3/1eChb caMasl CIIOKOWHas. ArHec, nepe-
CTaHb BCXJIMMIBIBATh, & TO 51 HUYEro He yciwly. [loxanyiicra,
Mepwu, 00BSICHU, YTO CITYIUIIOCH?

— Iana nonmyuwn nocinanue ot kopods ['enpu, — orseruna Me-
pu. OHa nonpaBuiia JIOKOHBI U, MOJIOKUB JIOKTU Ha CTOJI, MPO-
nomkaina: — [loxoske, Halll rana onsiTh pacCTPOUII KOPOJIS.

— Paccrponn? — BMemanace Asmca. — Jla oH IpocTo BHe ceOst
OT rHeBa!

Paccka3zuuna KMBHy/Na M yTOYHWJIA:

— INana He yruiaTw nopat. — Mepu 6pocuiia Ha OTIia Cepiiu-
TBIA B3IJIA.

— W Koposb pemmi Hakas3aTh €ro B Ha3UJaHue JAPYTUM.

Bim3Henp! 3axHbIKany. [IkeiMu TSKeNIo B3A0XHYA.

— Ioxanyiicra, npogomxaii, Mepu, — nornpocuna oHa. — Pac-
CKaXM MHE BCE I10 MOPSJKY.



— Hy Ttax BoT, Koposib [ 'eHpH jxeHUIICS Ha OTIaHACKOM IIPUH-
uecce... Kak ee 3Barp, Annca?

— Marwisnaa.

— Ax ga, Matunpaa. Kak s Morsa 3a0bITh UMS Halllel Kopo-
JIEBBI?

— 51 He ymuBIISIIOCH, YTO THI ero 3a0blia, — cKa3aina ArHec. —
[Mamna Tak pejiko MpUIJIaIiaeT Cojia BAXKHBIX TOCTEH, a MbI HE ObI-
BaeM 1pu jBope. K1uBeM B yeJUHEHUH, KaK MpoKakeHHble. Hu-
KyJa He €3[]UM, U K HaM HUKTO...

— Arzec, He oTBieKail Mepu, — npepBana cectpy lxxenmu. —
[Noxkanyucra, mpoaoKain.

— MHe KaxeTcs, 4ToO KOpOJib PEelInI BbIAATh HAC BCEX 3aMykK
3a MIOTIAHJLEB, — 3aKounia Mepu.

AJnmca nokavasa rojioBou:

— Her, Mepu, He Bcex, a TOJIbKO ofHy. Bapsapsl ipuenyT cro-
na, 9ytoObl BEIOpaTh cede HeBecTy. boxke, kakoe yHMKkeHue !

— YHmxenne? — nepecripocuiia Mepu. — Her, 3aeck coBcem
apyroe. Ta, koTopyio BeIOEpyT, oOpeueHa Ha cMepTh, Anuca. Ec-
JIV YEeJIOBEK YOWMJI OJJHY JKEHY, UTO MOMEIIaeT eMy YOUTh U BTO-
pyto? A 310, oporas cecTpa, yke Moxyxe, YeM YHHKEHUE.

— Yro? — 3akpuuana [eiiMu, sIBHO HallyraHHasi TAKUMU pe-
yamu.

— A s criplnaia, ero rnepBasi ’keHa cama IIOKOHYHIA C COOOH, —
ckazana Anuca, He oOpanasi BHUMaHHs Ha KpuK J[xeimu.

— IMana, kak T MOr? — 3akpuyasia Mepu, ckumasi KyJIaku 1
BOT-BOT IOTOBasl IMyCTUTh UX B XOA. — Thl PEKPACHO 3HAJ, YTO



KOPOJIb paccepauTCs U3-3a HeYIIaThl nogatu. [louemy Thl He Mo-
JyMaJl O TIOCJIEACTBUSX ?

— Iloxanyucra, He KpU4M Tak TPOMKO, — Iorpocuia Jlxen-
Mmu. — Kpukamu zieny He noMoxenib. Mbl Bce IPEKPacHO 3HAEM,
YTO HAIll Tara oveHb 3a0bBUMB. § yBepeHa, U Ha TOT pa3 OH
TIpOCTO 3a0BUT MOCTATh IeHbIM. Benp Tak, mama?

— ¥V MeHs uX HeT, — mpoienTan 6apoH.

— O 6oxe, — npoctonana Anuca. — OH Bce morparui!

JlxkeiMU NOAHSA PYKY, IPOCS TUIIMHBL.

— Mepu, noxanyiicta, ycrokoiics, — NONpocuia oHa, — a TO
Y 51 HAYHY IJ1aKaTh.

— ThI 1OJIKHA TOHATH, [)KelMU, Kak TPYJAHO HaM Telepb OCTa-
BaThCsl CIIOKOMHBIMU, — OTBeTWIa Mepu. — OfHako Thl IpaBa,
HY)KHO B3SITh ceOsl B PyKM M pacckasaTh Tebe Bce Mo MOPSAKY,
MHa4e Thl HUYEro He MOMMelllb.

Mepu pacnpsimuia rjeuu. [IkerMu 3aX0TeIoCh CTYKHYTb €€,
9TOOBl YCKOPUTH PA3rajKy Ceil TailHbl, HO OHa XOPOIIO 3HAjA,
YTO 3THIM HUYEro He Joobembes. CecTpa MMena IpUBBIUKY Ha-
IyCKaTh Ha ce0sl yKacHYI0 BaXXHOCTb.

— Hy tak 4ro? — cnpocuia ona Mepu.

— Kak s noHsina, 3T0T BapBap NpHeJeT Cioja Ha Cleaylomen
Hezene, yToObl BHIOpaTh cebe cpean Hac BTopyio keHy. Cpenu
Hac — 9T0 s, ArHec U AJnca, — TBO€ UMs B IUCbME KOPOJIsl HE
yNOMsIHYTO. Thl IOHMMaeIllb, B KAKOM MBI yKace, 3Hasl, 4YTO OH
yOWJT CBOIO TIEPBYIO KeHY ?

— I cunraio, oH He yOMBaJ keHy, — BMeniaigach Amuca. — [o-



Bap rOBOPHT, OHA caMa ceOs1 yousa. — JleByIiika rnepekpecTuiach.

ATrHec nokavajia rojJoBOM:

— A g Bepio, uto ee yowiu. 3ayeM el yOuBath ceOs1 M rOpeTh B
BeyHOM orHe? Kakum Obl IJIOXUM HY OBLT €€ MY, 9TO BCE PABHO
JIydIiie, yeM aj.

— Moxer ObITh, C Hel CIyYWJIOCh KaKOe-TO HecuacThe? —
NpenoNoXuiIa Anuca.

— BosmoxHo, — nonycriwiia Mepwu, noxas ruiedamu. — Beap
9T MOTJIAHIbl TAKKE HEYKTIOXKHUE !

— A BBHI TaKk ¥ TOTOBHI TIOIXBATHUTh JIIOOYIO CIUIETHIO, — TIepe-
ouna cecrep lxeiimu. — Mepu, OObsACHU, TOXKATYIUCTA, YTO ThI
Tojipa3yMeBaeliib IMoJ CJIOBAMU «BBIOpATh xkeHy» ? — Il xeriMu Bcst
Jpoxana OT yxkaca, XOTs U CTapajiach COXPAHSATh CIIOKOWCTBUE.

— To u mogpazymeBaio — BBIOpaTh HeBecTy. Thl UTO, HE CiTyIa-
emb MeHs1, Ixeinmu? Haiero coryiacisi HUKTO He CTaHET Crpa-
IIMBATh, OH TKHET MaJblIeM B JIIOOYIO U3 HaC — 1 Bce!

— Hac GynyT BoquTh Kak JIoImajien, o Kpyry, a 3To YyJ0BHIIe
Oy/IeT HaC OIIEHWBATD. . . — CJIC3JIMBBIM T'OJIOCOM 3aMeTHIa ATHecC.

— Ia, 51 coBcem 3a0biIa, — 3akpuyaia Mepu, — kopois [Tlot-
JIaHIUM, DArap, OYeHb 3aMHTEPECOBaH B 3TOM Opake, Jlxeiivu!
Tak cka3zai narma.

— U MoXkeT OBITh, JIOPI TPOCTO BHITIOJHSET BOJTIO CBOETO KO-
poJisl, a caM U HE TMOMBIIUISAET O JKEHUThOE? — MPEeAIooXuIa
Anmca.

— Boxe, Kak s1 He mogyMana 00 3ToM, — 3aruiakaia ATHec. —
Benp ecnmi oH He 3aX0O4YeT KEHUTHCS, TO CMOXET YOUTh CBOIO



HEBECTY elIe [0 J0pore JoMoil!..

— ATHec, epecTaHb IJIaKaTh U TepeOUTh BOJIOCHI, — IMOITPOCH-
na Jlxevimu. — Y 1ebst ckopo Oyaet JibicuHa. Thl Be/lb He 3HACIIIb,
YTO TaM CJIYYWJIOCh Ha camMoM jiejie. Bo3MOkHO, OH BOBCE HUKO-
IO ¥ He YOMBAJL.

— Ero 3oByT Kunkeiin, [Ixxeiimu, 1 1 yBepeHa, 4TO OH yOUHIIa.
[Mamna ckazai, 4To OH 3a0WJI ee JI0 CMEepPTH, — OTBETHIIa ATHeC.

— Huuero nono6Horo st He roBopuil! — 3aKpryan 6apoH. —
MPOCTO HPEATIONOKMUIL. . .

— DMMeT paccKaszal Ham, 4To OH COPOCHIT €€ CO CKaJTbl, — BMe-
manack Mepu. [TocTykuBast KOCTSIIIIKaAMK MAJIbIIEB IO CTOJTY, OHA
HaOmonana 3a peakiyen [xeimu.

— DMMET BCero JIMIIb KOHIOX U OThSIBJIICHHBINA O€3/Ie/IbHUK, —
BO3pa3wia Ta. — He noHnmaro, noyemy Tol CIyIIaeIb €10 IIIYI0
OOJITOBHIO?

JlxeiimMu rTyOOKO B3/I0XHYJIA, CTApasiCh YHATh OOJb B KeIy-
ke. CTpaxu cectep nepefaiuch €, 1 OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA TOIII-
Hoty. [1o Teny moGesxanu mypamku. «Hamo B3sTh cebs B pyKH, —
pelluia OHa, — MHAYe OHU PACIUIadyTCsI».

Cectpsl 10BepUMBO cMOTpenv Ha I xeiiMu, HaJesCh, 4TO YK
OHA-TO HaiJeT npaBuiibHOE penieHre. OHU MEPeoKUIn CBOU
CTpaxy Ha €€ XpyIKUe IUIEYN U Cervac ¢ HaJIexKI0M B3Upajy Ha
Hee.

JlxefiMu BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTAJIO HYKHO OBLIO OINpaBaTh Ha-
JEKAbl cecTep.

— INama, Henb3s1 JIM KaK-HUOYb 32I00pUTh KOPOJIsi? — CIIpo-



CHJIa OHA OTIIA. — MOKeIIb JIM Thl YIUIATUTH MOJIATH, TIOCIAB EMY
Ooublnie ieHeT, YeM TpedyeTcsi? Bo3aMOKHO, TAKMM 00pa3oM Ham
YAACTCSl CMSITYUTD €ro THEB.

BapoH nokauas rojoBoi:

— Jlnst 3TOrO MHE MpHETCS OOJOKUTH CEPBOB HOBBIMHU T10-
JaTsIMU, a OHU 3TOTO He BblAepkar. Tel Bedp 3Haelb, [xeimu:
ypOsKaii ObLT IJIOXUM, Y HUX HIYEro HeT. Sl He Mory nmorpe6oBarh
OT HUX HEBO3MOKHOTO.

JI’KeAMHM COIJIaCHO KHWBHYJIA, CTapasich HE BBIAATH CBOETO
pasovapoBaHus. OHa HaJesnach, 4TO y OTLA OCTalIOCh XOTb
HEMHOTO JIeHer, HO €ro OTBET MOATBEPAWJI camble XYIIIUE ee
MIPEATONIOKEHHUS.

— DMMeT cKa3aJl, 4To Tarna MoTpaTui BCe JIHbIU, — MIPOIIIETI-
tana Mepu.

— DMMET XYK€ CTapO CILJIETHULIbI, — 3aMeTuIa xenmu.

— Bot umenHo, — kuBHy1 OapoH. — Toxe MHe nmpasaosoodert!
Heuero oOpariaTh BHUMaHUE HA €r0 JIypalkKie pa3roBOpHI.

— INanma, a moyemy KOpOJb MCKJIIOUMI MeHsA? — crpocuia
Jxerimu. — OH 9TO, 3a0bUI, UTO Y T€OsI YeThIpe 10YepH?

— Her, e, — nocneniHo orBetu1 6apoH, omyckas riasa, 4ro-
Obl MJTA/IIIIAsl HEe TIPOYUTAlIa B HUX IMPABIBl: B MOCIAHUUA KOPO-
JIs1 TOBOPUJIOCH O BCEX JOYEpsIX, HO OApOH, OOSICh paccTaThCs ¢
caMoy JMOOMMOI M3 HUX, caM czienal Beioop. — Koponb HazBan
TOJIBKO Jiouepeit MaTusib/pl, — MOSICHUI OApOH.

— Kak crpanHo! — 3ameTuna ArHec, BoITUpas CJe3bl.

— Bo3moskHO, KOposb pemw, 4to JIKeMmMu CIMIIKOM MOJIO-



na? — npennonoxuina Mepu. U, noxas 1miedamu, qoOaBuiia: —
XoT4, KTO 3HaeT, 4To y Koposs Ha yme? bnaronapu bora, [Ixen-
MU, 4TO TeOsl HeT B criucke. Ecim Obl BHIOOp Mast Ha Tebsl, Thl He
cMorJia Obl BBIMTH 3aMyK 32 DHJIPIO.

— HaBepHoe, npuumnHa B 3T10M, — BMeajgach ArHec. — bapon
SH/IPIO OYeHb MOTYIIIECTBEH, ¥ BCE €T0 YBaXkaloT. [JJ0IKHO OBbITh,
OH yOeauy1 KopoJis He TporaTh xxefimu. Bcem n3BecTHoO, Kak 6a-
poH JoouT Hamty IxeimMu.

— MoxeT ObiTh, U Tak. .. — npomienTana Ixeiimu. — Eciu DH-
JpIO ¥ B CAMOM JieJie TaK MOTYIIIECTBEH, Kak OH O ce0e paccka-
3bIBAET. . .

— A MHe KaXeTcsl, CECTPHILIA BOBCE HE XOUET BBIXOIUTb 3aMykK
3a DHjIpIo, — menHyna onusHsAmkam Mepu. — U He cmoTpu Ha
MeHsI Tak cepauTo, JIxeliMu, s 3Ha10: OH TeOe HU KarleJbKu He
HpaBUTCH.

— 3aTto OH HpaBWTCA Marne, — 3aMeTusIa Artec, Opocast OCTo-
POXHBIN B3IVISI Ha OTHA. — [ 0TOBA MOCMOPUTH, YTO DHIPIO CO-
[JIACUTCS KUTh 37€Ch, YTOOBI TONBKO IKeHMU He pa3iydanach C
Marnor ¥ MpoAoJIKala BECTU XO3SIMCTBO.

— IMoxanyiicta, Arnec, npekpatu! — nonpocuia Jlxeimu,
CTPOTO IS5l HA CEeCTpY.

— Yro mioxoro, eciu J>xeldMu ocTaHETCsl CO MHOM TIOCIIe 3a-
MmyxecTBa? — cripocui 6apoH. — He monnmaro!

— Tol HUKOTIA HUYETO HE MOHUMaElllb, — MpoluenTtaina Mepu.

— Jymaiite, 9T0 TOBOpHUTE, MoJIofas Jieau! — 3akpuyan Oa-
POH. — 41 He omyIiy Takoro HeyBaxeHus!



— 41 3Ha10 UCTUHHYIO NPUYKHY, — 3asiBUJIAa AJKca, — U ceiuac
pacckaxy o Hell. DHJIPIO 1a rarie 3a TeOst BHIKYII, CECTpa, U OH. . .

— Yro ThI ckazana?! — Bckpuuania [xeimu, 4yTh HE CBAJIUB-
HIUCh O cTyJa. — Thl ommbaenibes, Amuca. Peiliapu He muiatsr
Boikymna! [lama, o1 Opan y Duapio aensru? OTBeTh!

bapon momua v muBo. Hacrynuna tuimmsa.

— O Ooxe, — nporrentana Mepu. — Tl gymaelnb, 4To roBO-
puiub? Ecnu 310 npaBaa, 3HauuT, nana npocTo npogain xenmu
6apoHy DH/PIO.

— Mepu, He IOBTOPSIM IJTYIIOCTEN BCJe 3a AJIMCOU, Thl BEAb
obwmxkaemb [[eidmMu, — mogat rojaoc 6apoH.

— 51 He roBopuia, yTo Mamna npojain [xeiimu 6apony, — 3ame-
THIa AJuca.

— Her, rosopuiia, — HacrauBaia Mepu.

— 4 mpocro BuAEna, Kak DHAPIO AaBaJl Mare Meloyek, MoJl-
HBIA 30JI0TBIX MOHET.

V IIxeiimu 3a005€71a T0OJI0Ba, HO OHA PEInia BO YTO ObI TO
HU CTAJIO BBISICHUTH Bce A0 KoHa. Ee mpopamu! Ot ogHOM 3TOM
MBICJIM MOKHO COUTH € yma!

— INama, TbI Beb He Opall 3a MEHs IeHbI'M? — CIIPOCKJIa OHAa,
CKpbIBasi CTpax.

— Koneuno net, Mol aHrei.

— ThI Ha3BIBAEIIIb HAC AHTEJIAMU TOJIBKO TOTA, KOrja YyBCTBY-
erib ceOs BUHOBATBhIM, — 3aMeTus1a ArHec. — Buaut Oor, 51 yxe
HAuMHAal0 HEHABUJETh 3TO CJIOBO!

— 41 cama Bujena, Kak DHIPIO AaBajl Iarne MOHETH! — HacTa-



uBajia Anuca.

— Kak, unTepecHo, Thl MOITIa pa3mIsAAETh, YTO JIEKHUT B Me-
niouke? — 3akpuyaina Mepu. — Tol yTO — sicHOBUAsITIIAsSA?

—Ilana ero ypoHus, — nosicHuia Ajuca, — U HECKOJIbKO MOHET
BBITIAJIH.

— 4 mpocTo OMOMKWIT Y DHAPIO HEMHOTO 30JI0TBIX MOHET, —
BMeIIacs 6apoH, crapasich MpUBJieUb K ceOe BHUMaHKE Jo4ve-
peit. — [Ipekpatute! Kak s Mor nponaTth CBOIO MaTIOTKY !

Jlxeiimu ¢ oOnieryeHueM B3/I0XHYJa:

— Hy Bot Bunumb, Aymuca. Ilama mpocTo 3aHsA1 HEMHOTO Jie-
Her. Thl HampacHO 3acTaBWiIa MEHsI BOJHOBaThcs. [laBanTe-ka
BEpHEMCS K Hallleil OCHOBHOH mpodieme.

— Ilocmotpurte Ha narny, — nocosetopajia Mepu. — OH BbIIISA-
JIUT TAKUM BUHOBATBIM.

— KoHeuHo, OH BBIVISIIUT BUHOBATBHIM, — OTBETUIIA JlKerMu. —
He Hago My4yuTh €ro, OH M TaK KaJIeeT O CITyYUBILIEMCSI.

BapoH ynbIOHYJICS T0YepH, BHICTYIUBIIEH B €r0 3allIuTYy.

— Tl MO cambiii TOOPBIT MaJICHBKHIA aHTEJT, — CKa3as OH. — 5
X04y, YTOOBI ThI CIIPSATAJIACH, KOT/IAa IPUEAYT MOTIaH bl Hesa-
9YeM UCKYIIaTh CyabOy.

— MloTnanauel, mana? — nepecnpocuiia AMca. — 3HaYUT, UX
OyzeT HeckoybKo? Thl HE TOBOPWIJI HAM, UTO C TUM JIbSBOJIOM
Kunkenaom npuener eie KTo-1o!

— B03MOXHO, OH BO3bMET POACTBEHHUKOB, YTOObI OHU ObLIU
CBUJIETENISIMUA Ha OPaYHOU IIepEMOHHH, — MPEITION0KMUIa ATHeC.

— Tak oH npuener ¢ cempen? — crpocwna Ixermu. OHa ITbl-



TaJIaCh COCPEIOTOYUTHLCS, HO MBIC/Ib O JIEHbIAX, KOTOPbIE MOJTY-
YUJI OTel] OT DHJIPIO, HE BBIXOAMJIA Y Hee U3 TrojioBbl. «Ilouemy
nara B3sUJ1 3TH 30J10Thle MOHETHI 7» — MoJyMaJlla OHa.

Bapon monmyan, codupasch ¢ cujiaMu, 4ToObl OTBETUTb.

— INlanma, MHe KaxeTcs, 4To Thl CKa3al HaM He BCe, — HACTau-
Bana [xxenmu.

— Tl'ocriogu, Heykenu 3Toro Majio! — BOCKJIMKHY/1a Mepu.

— Ilama, 4to ThI CKpbIBaelllb? — 3aKpryaia Ajuca.

— Ceiiuac ke pacckasbiBaii! — morpedoBana ArHec.

Bapon npopomkan monyars, v [J)keMMu OYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
TepsieT TeprieHue. Eil 3axoTenoch cXBaTUTh OTLIA 32 I1JIEYU U Bbl-
TPSICTU U3 HETO OTBET.

— Jlait MHE TPOYUTATh MTUCBMO KOPOJIsl, — MOMPOCKIIA OHA.

— Hawm cnenoBasio Obl TOXe HAYyYMTHCSI YATATh W MUCATh, —
B3/I0XHY/1a ArHec. — KaJib, 4TO Mbl HE TPUCOEAMHUIINCH K [l Keii-
MH, KOIJla MaMa yuuia ee rpamoTe.

— I'mynocrtu, — 3ametuna ¢ ycMemkoi Asmca, — st Onaro-
POIHOIA JIeAN 3TO BOBCE HE 00SI3aTENBHO, & BOT UTO MBI ICUCTBH-
TEJIbHO JIOJKHBI ObUIM C/IENaTh, TAK 3TO HAYUUTHCS KEJIbTCKOMY
SI3BIKY!, XOTsl, HA MO¥ B3IJIsi, OH MPOCTO yx)aceH. Bot [[xeiimu
yMeeT Ha HEM TOBOPUTH, U s eil 3aBuayio. Her, Het, cecTpa, s
He X04y TeOs1 00UIeTh, — MOCTeIIa JOOABUTh AJIHca, 3aMETUB,
yro JIkeliMu Haxmypuiach. — JIeicTBUTENHO, XKab UTO s HE
BblyunJya 3TOT sA3bIK. CKOJBKO pa3 buk nmpeniaran nozaHumMarhb-
sl C HAMHU.

! KenbTckuii A3bIK — S3BIK HIOTJIAHACKHX KEJIbTOB.



— Buky ocTaBisiiio orpoMHOe YIOBOJBCTBHE 00yYaTh MEHS
CBOEMY S3bIKY, — cKazaya Jlxenmu. — Jlaxxe mMama yIuBIISIach
ero teprienuto. OHa Torya yxe ObUla PUKOBaHA K MOCTEIH. . .

— BbI xOTHUTE CKa3aTh, YTO TO MIOTIAHCKOE YYIOBUIIIE HE IO-
BOPUT IO-HaleMy? — crpocuia ArHec, TOToBasi CHOBa 3arlia-
KaTh.

3ameTuB, 4TO Ha [J1a3a CECTPbl HABEPHYJIMCH clie3bl, [xernmMu
HE MOAyMaB BhbIMAJIWJIA:

— Kakas te6e pa3nuiia, Ardaec? Bbl ke curtaere, 4To 3TOT Ye-
JIOBEK BOBCE HE cOOMpaeTCs pa3roBaprBaTh CO CBOEW HEBECTOM,
a cpasy CTaHeT youBaTh ee.

— A 3HauWT, U Thl BEpHIllb, YTO ITO MpaBjaa’? — BMEIIAJIACh
Mepnu.

— Her, Her! — 3akpuyana [IxeriMu, moHMMasi, 4To JOMyCTUJIA
OILJIOIIHOCTb. — $1 oty Triia. — 3aKpeIB 1J1a3a, OHa OBICTPO MPO-
1ienrasga MOJIUTBY, 3aTeM, IOBEPHYBIIUCH K ATHEC, CKa3aa:

— C moelt cTopoHBI OBUIO HEMPOCTUTEIBHON TITYMOCTHIO TaK
Harryrath Tebs1, cectpa. [loxaiyiicra, mpocTu MeHs.

— Hapnerock, 9T0 TONBKO 1IyTKa, — OTBETHIIA, BCXJIUIIbIBAs, AT-
Hec.

— INana, nait JI>xeliMu OYUTATh MUCHMO KOPOJIsi, — BHE3AITHO
notpedoBaia Mepwu.

— Her! — xareropuyecku 3asiBuj1 OApoOH, HO, WCITYTaBIIIKCh,
YTO €ro aHrejbl MOTYT YTO-THMOO 3aroJ03puTh, JACKOBO J00a-
BUIL:

— Tebe He 0 yem Oecriokouthbes, Ixeitmu. Tam HET HUYETO



ocobenHoro. [Tpocto Ha crnenyroleit Hesene MprUesyT J1Ba IOoT-
JIaH/IIIA ¥ BHIOEPYT ceOe HeBecT.

MOJKHO MpeCcTaBUTh, Kak 0Uepr OapoHa BOCIIPUHSIIN TAKYIO
HOBOCTb. 3a/JbIXasICh OT BO3MYILEHUS, OJIM3HELbl 3aBOIWIIHN TaK,
YTO 33/IPOKAJIU CTEHBI.

— 51 yoery! — kpruana Mepm.

— MHe kaxkercs, — Hauana JeiiMu, crapasich MepeKkpuyarh
cecTep, — Hajl0 YTO-HUOYAb MPUIyMaTh, YTOObl N30€XkaTh STOH
Oe/Ipl.

Kpuk Arsec 3aMoJIK Ha caMO¥ BBICOKOM HOTE.

— He 3Hnato, npaBa 1 s, HO, pa3 JIeJio TaKk Cepbe3HO, 51 BCe-
Taku ckaxy. Ciymiaiite. Eciu Ob1, Hanpumep, 51 Obl1a MyKYMHOM
¥ MHE ITPUIIJIOCh BRIOWPATh KOro-HUOYAb U3 BAC, TO, IOBEPBTE, 5
OBl HUKOT/Ia HEe BBIOpasia JEeBYIIKY, MOPAKEHHYIO KaKOH-HUOYIb
O0JIE3HBIO.

JIuio Mepu ozapuitocs JtykaBoil yieiOkoit. OHa Beersia cxBa-
ThIBaJIa MBIC/IM Ha JIETY, OCOOEHHO KOT/1a OHHM ObUIH TTyTOBCKH-
MH.

— Wnu crone 6e300pasHylo, 4TO HAa HEe U CMOTPETh MPOTUB-
HO, — ITOIXBATHJIa OHA, U B €€ Ila3ax 3aIlpblralyd YePTUKU.

— ArHzec, Bbl ¢ AJIMCOM ITPUKHUHETECh OOJIbHBIMY, a 51 Oy1y TOJ-
CTOU U yPOIJIUBOM.

— BonbHbpiMu? — 03aaueHHo cripocuiia Anmca. — Thl moHuMa-
elllb, YTO OHa TOBOPUT, ArHec?

ArHec BeceJio paccMesiyiach, U ee JIMLO0, HECMOTPsI HA MOKPBIE
OT cJIe3 IEKH Y TIOK PACHEBIIIMI HOC, CHOBA CTAJIO XOPOIIIEHbKUM.



— 4 monaraioo, 4To GONE3Hb AOKHA OBITH yXKacHOU! — BOC-
KJIMKHYJIA OHa, 33/IbIXasiCh OT cMeXa. — MBI 00beIuMCS SITOIaMu
Y TIOKPOEMCSI CBITIBIO.

— Tenepy noHuMalo, — ckazana Anuca. — [IycTb 3TH Tynoym-
HbIe IMOTJIAH/IIBI yMAIOT, YTO Y HAC Ha JIUIAX THOWHbIC S3BHI.

— A g nynty cmoHy W OyQy CKpUIleTh 3y0amu, — T00aBUIa,
ropsick co0o0i, ArHec, — Kak OyaTo 51 oiepkuMa Oecamu.

[pencraBuB cebe Takylo KapTUHY, YEThIPE CECTPhHI JAPYKHO
PacXOXOTaJIHCh.

VY GapoHa OTJIersyio OT cep/lla, U OH C HEKHOUW YJIBIOKOW TO-
CMOTpEJI Ha CBOUX aHTEJIOB.

— Hy BOT BHaMTE, — CKa3a OH, — s ke TOBOPWJI, UTO BCe Oy-
aet xopomio. — Tot ¢akt, 4To OH He TOBOPUII HUYETO TOJOOHO-
ro, COBCEM He OECTOKOMIT OapoHa — IIIABHOE, BCE YAaJUIOCh. — A
TeTiepb, — BECEJIO 3asIBWJI OH, — SI TIOW 1y TMOBAJISIIOCh, & BBI MPO-
JOJDKAWUTE TUIECTH UHTPHTH.

Ho GapoHy He cpa3y yaanoch MCUE3HYTh M3 3aja, TaK Kak
JIke¥iMH, UCITYTaBIIKCh, YTO OHA BCEJSET B CECTep IMyCThie Ha-
JIeKJIbl, CKa3aia:

— A BIpYT TUM HIOTJIAHATIAM BCE PABHO, KaK BbI BBIIJISITUTE ?

— Bynem HanesITbes, 4TO OHM He TaK MIyIbl, — 3aMeTrIa Mepu.

— A oOMaH — 310 OOMBIION rpex? — crpocuia Anuca.

— Koneuno, — orBetuna Mepu.

— Jlyuiie He TOBOpHUTH 00 3TOM 0TIy Yapib3y Ha UCTIOBEH,
a TO OH HAJIOXKUT HA HAC MECSIUYHYIO eMUTUMbIO, — MPOIIIENTalIa
Arnec. — [1paBna, He HaJO 3a0BIBATh, YTO Mbl OOMAHBIBAEM IIOT-



JIAHIIEB, a 9TO, BO3MOXHO, YrogHo bory.

PaccraBmmce ¢ cecrpamu, [[xerdMu moiia HABECTUTD TJ1aB-
HOTO KOHI0Xa. BuK?2, mpo3BaHHBIN TaK IPy3bsIMH 32 OXOKUH Ha
KJIIOB HOC, C JJaBHUX TOp ObLIT MoBepeHHbIM [[keiiMu BO Bcex ee
nenax. OHa noBepsiia CTapyuKy 1IEJTMKOM U MOJTHOCTBIO, M OH HU-
KOT/Ia He Bbl1aBal ee. [IpokuB OONBIITYIO )KU3Hb, OH MaBat [ keii-
MU JiesibHble coBeThl. OH 00y4MII € MHOTOMY M3 TOTO, YTO, 1O
€ro MHEHUIO, MOIJIO €l IPUroaUThC B kU3HU. [leByinka Obia
JUIsl HETO KaK J10Yb.

Jxermu 1 BUk XOpoIo NoHMManu Apyr Apyra ¥ BO MHOTOM
OJJMHAKOBO CMOTpeJIM Ha Belu U coObTHsA. He cxogunuch oHn
TOJIKO B OJJHOM — B MHEHHMHU O OapoHe [[xeiimricone. [ aBHbIi
KOHIOX HE 0JI00psIT TOro, Kak OapoH OTHOCHJICS K MJIAJIIIEH J10-
Jyepu, a [[keiimu, moOUBINAs OTIIA, HE TIOHUMAaJa, modemMy buk
ocyxkpaaer ero. UYtoOwsl He oOMkaTh Apyr apyra, [xeiimu u buk
CTapaJich KaK MOKHO MEHbIIIEe TOBOPUThH O OApOHE UM COBCEM
HE YIIOMHUHATh €ro UMEHHU.

JoxaBimchk, Koraa yiaer dMMeT, kotoporo buk mox 6ma-
TOBUIHBIM TPEJIOTOM YCJIasl U3 KOHIOIIHY, [[KerMU BbUIOKIIIA
Jpyry BCIO UCTOpUI0. TOT MoT4a BhICIyIIA JEBYUIKY, IOTApast
NoI00POIIOK, YTO Y HETO CIIYKUJIO BEPHBIM MPU3HAKOM BOJTHE-
HUSL.

— Bo Bcem BMHOBara s OfiHa, — 3aKjI0umIa Jxenmu.

— B uem xe Tbl BUHOBarta?

— MHe cneoBajio npocieAnTh 3a YIIaTou nojgarei, — mosic-

2 Buk — KJTOB (amen.).



Hua [IxeiMu. — 3a MO0 HEPaCTOPOIHOCTb ceiyac pacriaurBa-
10Tcs1 cecTpbl. He Oyib s Tak JIeHMBa, HU4Ero Obl He TIPOU3O0IILIO.

— Huuero cebe sieHnBa, — 3aBopuan buk. — Ha Tebe nepxut-
cs1 BeChb JIOM, Mos1 ieBouka. He xBartasio eine, 4ToObl Thl TyMana
00 yrutate mojateit! Thl ¥ Tak OT yCTAJIOCTH BAJIUIIBCS C HOT.
Ha mpoctut MeHs bor, 4To s1 Hay4Ins1 TeOs1 CTOIBKUM TPEMYIPO-
crsam! Tl JTydlne Bcex e3/MIlb BEPXOM, JIy4llle BCEX OXOTHUIIbCS,
Ja ¥ BOOOIIIEe BCe JesIaellib Jydllie BceX. Thl — HacTosIas Jieau,
a He THyIIaelbcsl HUKAKoW pabotoid. Pa3 s Hayuwn Tebs1 Bcemy
9TOMY, 3HAYUT, 51 OAVH U BUHOBAT.

HecuactHoe BeIpakeHue ero Jimma He oomanyno [xeidmu, u
OHa I'POMKO paccMeslIach.

— ThI Bce BpeMsl XBacTaellIbCsl MOMMHM CITOCOOHOCTsIMH, BUK, —
CKasajia oHa. — Tel MHOM ropauIbCs?

— KoHeuHo, ropxych, — oaTBepan buk, — uHaue st Obl U CITy-
IaTh HE CTaJl, KaK Thl BUHUIIb ceOsl 32 Ipexu OTIA.

— Ioxanyiicra, buk...

— I'oBopwb, TeOs HeT B ciicke HeBecT? He crpanHo i 9107

— INoxanyii, HEMHOTO CTPaHHO, HO Y KOPOJIst MOTYT OBITh Ha
9TO CBOM MPUYMHBL ] He BrpaBe 00CykaTh ero AeNCTBUSI.

— A TbI Buena nmucbkMo Kopods, [Ixerimu? Thl cama ero yu-
Tasa’?

— Her, nana He 3axoTen ero nokasarb. buk, 0 4eM Thl Jyma-
emtb? [Touemy y TeOs1 TakoW pacTepsiHHBIN BU?

— MHe KaxeTcs, TBOU Iaria 4To-TO 3aMbIIUIsAeT. YTO-TO HEXO-
portree. 51 3Ha10 OapoHa JIydille, YeM Thl, IeBOYKA. $1 MOHSLI, 4TO



OH c000i1 TIPE/ICTABIISIET, ellle TOr/1a, KOrja TBOSI Mama BhIIILIA 32
Hero 3aMmyx. W ceiiyac y MeHs1 HET U TEHU COMHEHMS, YTO JIENI0
3]1€Ch HEUHCTO.

— He roBopu tax! Ilana Bcerna oTHOCHIICA KO MHE KaK K pOJI-
HOU fouepu. Mama pacckasbiBajia, 4To OH MOMIOOWI MEHsI, Kak
TOJIBKO B35LJ1 HA PYKH.

— Jla, oH cunTaeT Te0s1 POJHOM JA0UEPhI0, HO OT 3TOTO JeJI0 He
MeHsETCs. YBEPSIO, OH YTO-TO 3aMBbIIILISIET.

JlxeiMU 3aMeTUsIa, KaK B KOHIOLIHIO KPaJy4ucCh BOLLIEN M-
MeT, OOJIBIION OOUTENb TOACTYIINBATh YyXKHE PA3rOBOPHI,
HEMEJJIEHHO Mepellia Ha KEJIbTCKUN SI3bIK.

— Tl IpOCTO OUEHB NOAO3pUTENEH, buk, — 3ameruna [xenmu
menotrom. — [Touemy Thl HUKOMY He TOBEpsielb?

— 41 noBepsito TeOe, MOsI IEBOYKA, M Y MEHSI €CTh BCE OCHOBA-
HUS HE JOBEPSATh TBOEMY OTIy. A celyac nepectaHb CepAuThb-
CSl M PaCCKaXU INIyIIOMY CTapuKy, KOTZa IPUEAYT MOM COOTeYe-
CTBEHHUKM?

Jlxefimu ObUTa OYeHb MpU3HATEIbHA, YTO BUK cMeHWT Temy
pasroBopa, U ¢ YJIbIOKOW OTBETHUIA:

— Yepes negemo. VI MHe npusercs npsaTarbCcs Bce TO BpeMs,
910 OHM y Hac mpoOynyT. [lanma cumTaer, yTo Jyyine He Momna-
JaThCsl M Ha IJ1a3a, XOTs S U He MoHMMalo noyemy. [a v kak 3to
clieiaTh, KOTrJa y MeHsI CTOJIbKO oOsi3aHHOCTel? Kto Oyer oxo-
TUTbCsA BMecTo MeHA? Kak Thl gymaenb, Buk: oHu 3aeck goniro
npooynyT? CKopee Bcero ¢ HellelTio, Kak Thl cuuTaenib? [Ipuier-
Cs1 3aCOJIUTH MOOOJTbIIIE CBUHUHBI. . .



— Hapetoch, uto oHM MOOYAYT 3/1€Ch HE MEHbIIIe Mecsla, —
npepBaJl JeBYIIKY BUK, — U ThI CymeelIb XOThb HEMHOTO OT/IOX-
HYTb. J[)keliMH, 5 y)Ke TOBOPHJI 3TO U MOBTOPSII0 BHOBb. ECiu ThI
He TiepecTaHelib padboTaTh C pacCBETa JI0 3aKaTa, TO CKOpPO CBe-
Jentb ceOst B Mormiy. § Tak Gecriokooch 3a Te0s1, teBouka! [Tom-
HIO, KOTJIa TBOSI MaMa 3a0osiesna, yrokoi [ocronp, ee aynry, Tbl
OblJIa COBCEM MaJIeHbKOM, HY TTPOCcTO Kpoxoi. Ho u torga yxe
ThI ObLJIa IOIBUKHOM, KaK pTyTh. [lOMHMII, KaK s1 CHUMAJT Te0s
c GanrHu, Kyza Thl 3aj1e3/1a, YToObl MomoOoBaThesl Bugom? Mue
TOT/Ia MPUIILIOCH MOJHATHCS TaK BBICOKO! A s Be/ib O0I0Ch BBICO-
THI. ..

— 51 momHIO, KaK Thl MEHsI TOTJIa OTIILIETIa, — CKa3aja yjbioa-
sce [xermu. — $1 He Moryia cueTh LeJIbIX JIBa JHS.

— Jla, HO ThI HMYETO HE paccKa3aja OTILy, OracasiCh, YTO OH
MeHsI HaKaxXeT.

— Tebs Obl ciie10BajIo HaKa3aTh: MHE ObLIO TaK OOJILHO!

— Beanas neBouka, TeOe TOrga JOCTAJOCh M OT Mambl, a BEb
OHA HUKOI/Ia He OJHUMAJIA Ha TeOs1 pyKy. Ecim Obl OHa TOJIBKO
3HAJIa, YTO 5 yXke Mpernoaan Tede ypok!

— Torma Tel cmac MeHsI OT BepHOM CMepTH, — MpPOM3HECa
JlxeriMU 3alyMUHMBO.

— Ckonbko pa3 s cracan Teds OT CMEPTH — CTPAIITHO TIO/Y-
Marth!

— Torna 51 Ob1a COBceM MaJIeHBKOM. A ceifuac s yke B3pocyas
Y Ha MHE JIKUT OOJIbIIIast OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. Jlaxe DH/IPIo MOHM-
MAaEeT 3TO. A ThI BCE €ILIE CUUTAEIIb MEHs MajieHbKOM. [Touemy?



Buky BOoBce He XOTeJI0Ch TOBOPUTD O OapoHe DHIPIO, KOTOPO-
IO OH yXk o4eHb He moowit. C Toro camoro pasa, koraa buk Briep-
Bble TIOBCTpeuan OapoHa PeHcu DHPIO, OH cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO
TOT coboit npecTapisieT. CnaboxapakTepHbIN U TIJIAKCUBBINA Oa-
POH JyMaJl TOJIBKO O cebe v CBOMX YIOBOJbCTBUSIX. Kaskpiii pa3
IIPU MBICJIH, 4TO [[KEMMHU MOXET CTaTh KEHOU ITOrO CIM3HSKA,
CTapblil KOHIOX MCITBITHIBAJT HETIPEOJOIUMOE KelaHue yOUTD ero.

— Bapon DHupio He 1151 TeOs1, Mosi ieBOUKa. Tede Hy:KeH Myxk-
YMHA C CUJIbHBIM XapaKTEPOM, a ThI €1lle He BCTpevalia TakuX, Hy
pasBe uto MeHs1. Thl — HaTypa cBOOOIOMIOOUBAs U CBOCHPABHAS.

— Twt npeyBenuuuBaenib. Hukakas s He cBoeHpaBHas. $1
BIIOJTHE CIIOKOMHAS U MOCTYIIHAS.

— A KTO 3TO MYaJICsl FaJIONOM 4epe3 JIyT, CTOs1 Ha CIIMHE JIO-
magu? lymaenib, s Hu4yero He ujesn? M 3aueM TOJbKO 51 Haydrl
TeOs1 e3nuTh Bepxom? Jla B Tebe CUIUT caM JbSIBOJ, & Thl TOBO-
PUIIIb «CIIOKOMHAS» .

— ToI nmopcMaTpuBas 3a MHOM?

— Kro-TO %€ momkeH cieuTh, YT0O Thl HE Hajieaa TIIyTo-
CTeH.

Jl;xeriMU B3[J0XHYJ1a U CHOBA NIepeBesia pa3roBop Ha MIOTIaHI-
IIeB U CBSI3aHHbIE C HUMM XJIoNoThl. CTapuk He mepeOuBal ee,
CUUTasl, YTO JIEBOYKE HAJJO0 BHITOBOPUTLCS U TEM CAMBbIM 00JIer-
YUTh AYIIY.

Korga [IxeliMu, BCIIOMHUB O CBOMX MHOTOYHMCJIEHHBIX 005
3aHHOCTSIX, YIIIa, BUK 3agyManics O TOM, YTO K€ 3aMBbIIILISIET
6apoH.



OH roToB ObLT MOKJISICTHCS JKU3HBIO, UTO [ KelMUCOH 3a1yman
YTO-TO XUTPOE M HEMPEMEHHO C TONb30i mist ceos1. Hy uro xk,
3TO ero JIeJIo, HO BUK HU 3a YTO He JacT JEBOYKY B OOUY.

Bo urto Ob1 TO HU cTasno cractu xeiimu! Tlpexne Bcero Ha-
JIO CaMOMY MO3HAKOMMUTKCS C MOTIaHALIaMU. Bapyr cpeau Hux
OKaXKEeTCs1 XOPOIIHA, OOroO0S3HEHHBII YeI0BEK, KOTOPBIN Oy/eT
noctouH JIxenmu? B TakoM ciyuyae MpUAETCS UM HAMEKHYTb,
yTo y 6apoHa [[)keiiMrCcOHa He Tpy JI0YepH, a YEeThIpeE. ..

Pa3mbInuisas Takum oOpa3oM, BUK permi, 94To MPHIIOKUT BCe
CHJTBI, YTOOBI €70 JeBOYKA M30eKaia MevasibHOM yuacTu. Buaur
Bor, oHa 3aciyxuBaer Jy4Iiero.

% %k ok

«CBsmeHHUK MepaoK TOJIBKO YTO COOOIIMI HaM, 4To AJleK
KuHkein npuBe3eT J0MON aHIJIMICKYIO HEBECTY. DTO U3BECTHE,
HECOMHEHHO, BbI3BaJIO HEJIOBOJILCTBO. HaMm HamsieBathb, 4TO HaIll
MPeIBOUTE b KEHUTCSI BO BTOPOW pa3, HO TO, YTO €ro HOBas
*keHa OyeT aHTJIMYaHKOM, — 3TO YK camikom! Hekotopelie BcTa-
JIM Ha 3aIIUTy AJieKa, TOBOPSi, UTO OH MPOCTO MOTYUHSIETCS BO-
Jie KOpOJisi, OJHAKO JPYTrve IPOMKO 3asiBWJIH, YTO JIEJNO 3[ECh B
caMoM AJieKke — He XOTeJl Obl, He JKEHUJIC.

[ocriogu, ToNMbKO Obl OH MCKPEHHE TOTI0OMIT CBOIO HEBECTY!
Ho, 6010ck, 3TOro He MpPOM30MAET: AJIeK TaK e CUJIbHO HEeHABH-
JIUT aHTJIN4YaH, KaK U BCE MBI,

Hy uTo0 ke, Tem crnaiie 6yaeT MecThb. ..»



I'maBa 2

Anexk Kunkeiin topormics nomoit. 1o mpockde koposst -
rapa OH OKOJIO Mecsilia u3ydasn B JIOHJOHe Tpajullii U HPaBbl
AHIVIMIICKOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO JIBOpa M HEIPEICKA3yeMbId Xapak-
Tep aHIIMICKOro Koposisi. OTKPOBEHHO roBOpPsl, 3TO MOpyUYeHHe
HE JI0CTaBWJIO AJIEKY HU MaJIeMIIero ya0BOJIbCTBUS. BblIo uep-
TOBCKH CKYYHO Y HEIHTEPECHO. AHITIMICKUE OapOHBI OKA3aJIMCh
OONBIIMMYU CHOOAMU, MX CJ1aOble 30POBbEM JaMbl — )KEMaHHBI-
MU ¥ OIpaHUYEHHBIMU, a caM KopoJb ['eHpu — 0e3BOJIbHBIM Ye-
JIOBEKOM, HE CIIOCOOHBIM MPOSIBUTH HU B Y€M HACTOSIIYIO TBEp-
JOCTb. AJIEK, IPUBBIKIIKIA OLIEHUBATD JIIO/IEN MO UX MOCTYIKAM,
ObLT HEMPUSTHO MOPaXeH TeM, KakK MOCHentHo Koponb [enpu
BEPLINT CY/1 HaJl CBOMMHU MOAJJAHHBIMU U, HE BHUKAsI B CYTb JIefIa,
YaCTEHbKO BBIHOCUT UM OIpaB/iaTe/IbHbIE PUTOBOPBI, XOTSI OHU
TOT'O BOBCE U HE 3aCTyKHUBAIOT.

K cuacTplo, Cpok ero mpeObBaHuUs TIPU IBOPE AHTIIUICKOTO
KOPOJIs1 MOAIOIIIEN K KOHILY, M AJIEK MOT OTIIPaBJISITHCS] BOCBOSICH.
['maBa OrpoMHOro KJiaHa, OH 4acTO BCIIOMMHAJI O CBOEM [IOME,
PAacIoyio:kEHHOM B CYpOBOIM TOPUCTOM MECTHOCTU Ha CEBEPO-3a-
najae ornanguu. Yto xkaer ero ram? Kakue vcnbslTaHUs yroTO-
BUJIa eMy cyap0a? OmgHomy bory m3BecTHO, ¢ KAKUMU TPYIHO-
CTSIMM OH CTOJIKHETCSI, BEpHYBIIMChH JOMOW !

U BoT HOBast otcpouka. Yept Obl oOpas 3Ty KeHUTHOY !

AJteK OTHOCWJICA K TIPEACTOSIIIEeMY OpaKy ¢ HeM3BECTHOM aH-



DJIMYAHKOM, KaK K JOCaJHON HeOOXOAMMOCTH, YCTYIIKE aHTJIH-
CKOMY KOpoJTio. [la ¥ OHa HaBEpHSIKA COTJIACHUJIACh BBIMTH 34 HETO
3aMyK JIMIIb U3 OOSI3HU OCIYIIAThCSl KOPOJIEBCKOTO TMpHKa3a.
MoHapx xe 3TUM OpakoM pelvil CKpenuTh HEeMPOYHBIA COI03
MEXy ABYMSI TOCy/1apCTBAMHU.

Koponps T'eHpu nuvHO HacTamBan Ha KaHAaugatype Ajieka
KuHkeliga B KauecTBe JKeHUXA JISl €ro MOIIAHHOU, U TPUYMHBI
TaKOM HACTOMYMBOCTU OBLIM MOHATHBI: AJIEK, CAMBIA MOJIOIOMN
nenaiopn Bo Beelt Llotnanauu, OpUT TOCTATOYHO MOTYIIIECTBEH-
HOW (PUTypOU — ITIaBOM KJIaHA U MPEABOAUTEIIEM IIATH COTEH CBU-
pEeTbIX BOMHOB, YHMCJIO KOTOPBIX MOTJIO OBITh JIETKO YIBOEHO 3a
CYET BEPHBIX COIO3HUKOB.

KuHkelin ObUT IPeIMETOM TOPAOCTH IIOTIAHACKUX TOPIIEB,
0 €ro MOJIBUrax XOIWJIM JIET€H/bl, KOTOPbIE JOCTUIJIU U TPAHUIL
AHrmmn.

Koponb I'eHpu nipekpacHo 3Hasl, 4TO AJIeK HE MUTAET HEeX-
HBIX YyBCTB K €r0 COOTEYECTBEHHMKAM, M HaJEsJICsl TIPECTOsI-
UM OpPaKOM CMSITYHUTH KEJILTCKYIO TIPeIB3ATOCTh. OH Tak ¥ CKa-
3aJ1 KOPOJTIO DJirapy, BHIPa3uB MPH 3TOM TOKEJIAHUE, YTOOBI CO-
103 Mexay Anrvend u lomianauent ¢ rogaMyu CTaHOBUJICS BCe
npoyHee U HepyimMee. OIHaKO Ha CaMOM Jiesie MPUYUHA TaKOTrO
BBIOOPA, BUAMMO, 3aKJTI0YAJIaCh B APYrOM: aHTTIMACKUI MOHAPX
Hajesics caenarh AJleka KnHkela CBOMM COI03HUKOM.

Ho nonwuITky HajaagauTh OTHOIIEHUS OblTN TiieTHBhIMU. C TO-
r'0 CaMoro JHsI, Korjaa darap MpeKJIOHWT KOJISHH Tiepe]T KOpoJieM
AHITIMM Y TIPUCATHYJT €My Ha BEPHOCTh, OH CTaJl €r0 BaCCAJIOM.



Ho B %xuiax koposs Darapa Tekiia MoTIaHICcKas KPoBb, U IOce-
MY OH CTaBWJI MHTEPECHI CBOEH CTPaHBI, CBOETO Hapo/ia MPEBBIIIIe
BCETO.

Bwmecre ¢ Anekom KuHkeinom rpu JBope aHIIMiRCKOro Kopo-
JIs HAXOJIMJICS €T0 JIPYT AETCTBA — OyayIiuid Boxk/Ib KiiaHa dep-
rioceHoB [lanuen. Kak n Anek, oH mposes Nnpu ABOpe IOJITUAN
CKYYHBII MECSIII ¥ CYACTIIMB OBbUT CKOPOMY BO3BPAIIIEHUIO TOMOM.
W emy TOXe MpHKa3aiu ChiCKaTh cede B AHIIIUM MOAXOSIIYIO
HEBECTY, K YeMy OH OTHECCs C MOTHEUIIUM Oe3pa3inureM.

[MoTnanalkl OTHPABIIIUCH B IYTh HAa PAcCBETE U BCIO IOPO-
'y IPOCKaKaJii B OCIIEHOM TeMIIe, OCTAHABJIMBAsICh TOJILKO JIBa-
]I, YTOOBI JATh OTJBIX YCTABIINM JomaasiM. OHU paccUuThIBa-
JIY TIPOBECTH BO BiafieHusix 6apoHa [IxeiiMrcoHa He Gosee IByX
9acoB, TIOJIarasi, 4TO 3TOr0 BPEMEHH BIIOJTHE JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI
OTJIOXHYTb, XOPOIIIEHBKO MEPEKYCUTh, OBICTPO OOBEHUYATHCS CO
CBOMMU HApPEUEHHBIMH, €CJIM CBAIIEHHUK OKAXETCs MOl PYKOM,
u Oe30T1araTeIbHO OTHPABUTHCS B OOPATHBIN MyTb.

Hu Aneky, au JlaHviesy v B TOJIOBY He TTPUXOIIIO TTPOBECTU
ellie O/IHy HOUb Ha IMOCTHUION aHTJIUICKOM 3eMJIe, YTOOBI 1aTh OY-
JyIIMM KeHaM BpeMsl MONPUBBIKHYTh K CBOEMY HOBOMY IOJIO-
JKEHUIO U TIPOCTUTHCS C POAHBIM JOMOM. KEHIIMHbBI ObLITH B J1aH-
HOM CJTydae MpOCTO TOBAPOM, M UX JKeJIaHUsI B pacyeT He MpH-
HUMaJIMCh. [J1aBHOE — BBHITIOJIHUTH MTPUKA3 KOPOJISL.

Koponb Darap npenocraBun Kunkeiiay npuBuieruio nepBo-
My BHIOMpaTh HEBECTY, XOTs, MO MpaBje TOBOpsi, MOTIAHIIAM
OBLJIO COBEPIIIEHHO Oe3pa3IMIHO, KTO UM JocTaHercs. Y JlaHue-



7a 1 Anexa ObLJIO JIMIIb OfIHO XeJIaHWe — MOCKOPEee BBIIOIHUTh
IIPUKa3 KOPOoJisi U BEPHYThCS JOMOM.

Tak ciay4usioch, YTO MIOTIAHACKUUA AbSIBOJ U €r0 TOBApHUI]
npuOBUTM B UMeHue OapoHa [kelMHMCOHA Ha TpW JHS paHbIIe
HamMeueHHOro cpoka. MimeHHo Tak Ha3Ban ux buk, mepBeiM 3a-
METUBIIHMIA MPUOJIMKEHNE COOTeueCTBeHHUKOB. OH KakK pa3 CH-
JieJ1 Ha BEpXYILIKEe JIECTHUIIbI, BEAYIIEel Ha CEHOBAJI, pa3MbILISsA
0 TOM, KaK XOpoIo OblJI0 OBl ceituac B3peMHyTh. PaboTa mon
TEIIHIM BECEHHUM COJIHLIEM TOJEMCTBOBAJIA HA CTAPOr0 KOHIO-
Xa Tak paccnadisolnie, YTo B roJIoBe Tereph CTOsUT TYMaH, a IJ1a-
3a caunanuch camu codor. Ho nenu Mepu yrammna Jlxeiimu
Ha I0)KHBIA JIYT, 1 BUKy HenmpeMeHHO clieIoBaio MPUCMOTPETh
3a JIeBYIIIKaMH, YTOOBI C HUMU, He Jaii 60T, He CITy4rJIOCh HUKA-
koi1 6enp1. Korma JlxxeliMu BBIpbIBAJIACh HA BOJTIO, €€ CBOOO/IONIO-
OuBas HaTypa He 3HaJia rperpaj. Beceraa takas paccyaurenbHas
Y CIIOKOWHAsl, OHA BIIPYI CTAHOBWJIACh HEYKPOTUMOM U €CJIU ca-
Ma He coBepIlajia HeOOJyMaHHBIX MIOCTYITKOB, TO MOJICTPEKaa K
HUM cecTpy. «/leBouke Hy)Ha TBepAas MyXCKas pyKa, — Jyma
buk, — MHaue OHa HATBOPUT OOT 3HAET YTO».

Ot 31011 MBICM 11O Tery buka nononsnu mypanku. OH npo-
TSKHO 3€BHYJI U CTaJl OCTOPOXKHO CIYCKaThCs Mo JiectHuile. Ho
HE YCIIeJ MPEOJIoNeTh U IBYX CTYIMEHEK, Kak ero B3MJIs yral Ha
NPUOMIKAIOIINXCST BCAJTHUKOB.

OT HEOXXUAAHHOCTU CTAPUK YyTb HE CBAJIWIICS C JIECTHULIBIL.
Konenn 3agpoxanu, cepame CHIbHO 3a0uiock. [IpeBo3moras



c1aboCTh, OH KOE-KaK CIYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJTIO U TaK M 3aCThLI.

Cepanie bruka mpoomkano rpoMKo cTydarh. [1bITasch yHATS
€ro, CTapblii KOHIOX MPUJIOKUIT K TPYIU PYKY, PU3bIBast HA T0-
MOIIb BeCh CBOM 3/1paBbiii cMbICA. C Yero 3To BAPYT OH TaK MC-
nyrajcsa? Beas B HEM caMOM TedeT IIOTIaHICKass KPOBb, XOTH,
NpaB/a, ero MpeaKky ObUTA BHIXOAIIAMHU U3 OoJlee MBUIN30BaH-
HOW, HU3UHHOM YaCTH CTpaHbl. MOXET CTaThCs, 3TH JIIOJN HE Ta-
KHe ¥ BapBaphl. .. Teno cTapuka MeJIKo IpoXKaso, Ha IOy BBICTY-
N1JIa UCTapuHa. «$1 BCero JIMIb MaJIeHbKHIA YeJIOBEK, — YyroBa-
pUBaJI OH ceOsl, TIHITAsCh CIIPABUTHCS C IPOXKBIO, — 3TH TUTAHTHI
Ha KOTO XOYelllb HaBeIyT CTPax».

OpuH U3 MOTIaHALeB, KOTOporo Buk okpecTut mpo ceds To-
BapHIIEM JIbSIBOJIA, OBUT BRICOKOTO POCTa, C IMUPOKUM Pa3BOPO-
TOM TUIeY, BOJIOCAMU I[BETA PKABUMHBI U 3€JIEHBIMH, KaK OKEaH,
r1a3aMu. Y YrOJIKOB €ro XOJIOJHBIX Va3 3aTavIuCh HACMEIILIH-
BbI€ MOPIIUHKH.

OH ObLT OYEHb BBICOK, OJJHAKO B CPABHEHUHU C JIPYTUM Ka3aJicsi
MIPOCTO KAPITUKOM.

Cam xe IbsIBOJT OBLT Ha TIEJTYI0 FOJIOBY BHIITIE CBOET'O TOBAPHIIA
Y TaKOW MOTYYMI U KPEeIKHi, 4TO, HABepHOe, YCTyNaJl B CUJIe
b camomy ['epaxity.

Buk kak 3ayapoBaHHBIM CMOTpEJ Ha TUTaHTa, OTMedask Mpo
ce0s1 ¥ 30JI0TO €ro BOJIOC, U TEMHOE OT 3arapa JIUIo, U MOTY-
gylo, 6e3 Karm xupa ¢urypy. Buk HacTonbpko pacxpadpuics,
9TO Ja’ke TONIoNIeN MOOIMKe, YTOOBI MOMYYIIe UX PACCMOTPETD,
HO TOTYAC TMOXaJiesl 00 3TOM M OTHPsHYI Ha3aj. B3rism kapux



7123 OBbLT HAZIMEHHBIM Y TAKMM XOJIOIHBIM, YTO MOT TIPEBPaTUTh
yeJIoBeKa B JIe/.

OtuasHMIO KOHIOXA He ObLIO Tpezena. Bee ero miaHsl ycTpo-
UTh Cyap0y CBOEH JEBOYKU PYXHYJIH B OJHO MrHOBeHHe. «OT
TaKUX JIOJIEN HAA0 JAEePXKAThCs MOMAJIbIle», — PEIIN OH, BCEM
CepIIeM XkeJast, YTOObI CTOSIBIIIME TIepe]] HUM BapBapbl HUKOT/IA
HE YBUJIEJIM €r0 HeHANISIAHYI0 [l xenmu.

— Mens 30ByT BuK, — apoxkalliyM rosiocoM NMpPOU3HEC CTa-
pHK. — I 371eCh T1aBHBIN KOHIOX, — J0OABUJI OH C TOPAOCTHIO, /1a-
Basl MOHSATh, YTO OH (PUTypa HEMAJIOBAXHAS U C HUM MOXHO Be-
CTH CEpbE3HbIE Pa3roBOPbI. — MBI HE 3KJaJId BaC TaK paHo, — IIPO-
JIOJKAJT OH, CJIETKa 3auKasiCh OT BOJIHEHMUS, — MHAUYE BCS CEMbsI
BBIITUIA ObI HABCTPEYY.

buk 3amonmuan, oxugasi oTBeTa, HO ero He rnociaeaosanio. Ilog
MPUCTAJIBHBIM B3IJISIZIOM MIOT/IAH/LIEB CTAPUK YYBCTBOBAJ CeOsl
MBIIIIbIO, 3aTHAHHOW B MBIIIIETIOBKY.

[loronTaBmce Ha Mecre, buk crenan eme OgHy IOMBITKY
pacIleBEIUTh HETTPOILIEHBIX TOCTEM:

— Bbl mpoxoauTte B 3aMOK, — CKa3aJl OH, — a s 103a004ych O
BaIlIMX JIOIIAAAX.

— M1 camu 1103a00THMCS O HUX, CTapyK, — ITOCJIeIOBAJI OTBET.
I'onoc 3e1eHora30ro Tak ke He OTJINYAJIC TEMIOTOM, KaK U ero
B3I/,

Buk Moslya KMBHYJI M OTOIIENI B CTOPOHY, YCTyIasi JOpOTY
BcajiHuKaM. OH ¢ MHTepecoM HaOJI0Aall, KaK OHHM, CIICIITUBIIUCH,
pacceyiayd KOHEH, 0O0Tep/iM UX MyYKaMH COJIOMBI, MOTperaiv



MO XOJIKaM, MPUTOBapUBasi IPU ITOM UYTO-TO HEKHOE HA CBOEM
ponHoM si3bike. Jlomaay y Hux ObUTH He Kakue-HUOYAb TaM KJIs-
YH, a MOPOIUCTHIE KepeOIIbl, OIMH BOPOHOM, BTOPOH — OyJIaHBI.

B nyie craporo KoHoxa BHOBb 3aTEIUIMIACh HA/IEXK[A: BEIb
OTHOIIIEHKE K JIOMIAISIM HEMAJIO TOBOPUT O XapaKTepe YeIoBeKa.
VY Xoporero yesoBeka M JIomaap Xopolas, a He Takas, Kak y
6apona DHapio. Ero HecuacTHas KoObLIa Best B pyOliax v ccajiu-
Hax OT MOCTOSIHHOTO OOIIEHUSI C XJIBICTOM.

— Bama oxpana ocranack 3a cteHamu 3amka’? — cnpocuii buk
HO-KEJIbTCKU.

Ha sToT pa3 ero nmomsITka yBeHYaIach yCexoM, MO0 TOT, YTO
ObLT MOMEHbIIIE, YIBIOHYJICS U C TOPAOCTHIO OTBETHUI:

— MbI npuexanm OJHHU.

— OnHu, 6e3 BCSIKOTO COMPOBOXK/ICHHUs? — YIUBHJICS CTAPUK.

— Ha, — mogrBepanna momiaHaen. — Ham He HykHa oxpaHa.
MbI 1 camu MOXeM 3a cedsl TOCTOsATh, TpaBaa, Kunkein?

['vranT npomomnyait.

— Kak Bac Besm4ath, MUIIOp/IbI? — OCMEWICS CIIPOCUTh BuK,
YyBCTBYs1, YTO OTHOIIEHUSI HEMHOT'O MOTEIIEINH.

— Thl XOPOI1IO TOBOPUIIIL HA HAILIEM SI3bIKE, — 3aMETUJI 3eJIe-
HOTJIA3bIH, MPOMYCTUB BOMPOC CTapUKa MUMO YIiieu. — Thl uTo —
HIOTIaHJeN?

Buk ropao BbIIPSIMUI TUICYH.

— WcTuHHBIN MIOTNAHel, — OTBETUJI OH, — U KOTIa-TO ObLI
TaKUM K€ PbIKUM, Kak Bbl. Ternepb MO BOJIOCH TOCEAEIH.

— Mens 30ByT Jlanuesn, — nocaeaoBall 3ano3Jalblid OTBET Ha



Bonpoc buka, — g u3 knana PeprioceHa. A 3to Anek. OH BOXIb
kJiaHa Kunkennos.

Buk oTBECHII HU3KUI MTOKJIOH:

— Pan no3nakomutecsi ¢ Bamu. MHe Tak 1aBHO He NPUXOIU-
JIOCh PAa3roBapuBaTh C HACTOSIIMMMU IIOTIAHALIAMH, YTO S U 3a-
ObLI, Kak 3710 Jienaercs. Hy v HarHanm Bbl Ha MeHst ctpaxy! f pe-
IIWI, YTO €1yT BEJIMKaHbl. Tenepp s BCNOMHWII, YTO BCE KUTEU
BBICOKOTOPbS1 TAKWE UCIIOIMHBI.

Buk mocrasui jom1aed B YMCTBIE CTOMJIA, 3a4aJ1 UM CBEXETO
KOPMa, HaJIWJI BOABI M BHOBb ITyCTUJICS B PACCYKICHHUS.

— Bbl npuexaiiv Ha LesbIX TpU AHS paHblie. bolock, 4To B 10-
Me OyJeT Mepernosox.

HesBaHble rocTy He yIOCTOMIIM €r0 OTBETOM, HO IO B3IJIsaM,
KOTOPHIMHM OHU OOMEHSUINCh, BUK TOHSUI, UTO UM COBEPIIEHHO
0e3pa3IMyHO, KaK UX 3[1eCh BCTPETHT.

— MoxerT, Bbl Aaju KOro-to apyroro? — crnpocun Jlanuen,
HaXMypUB OpOBH.

Bonpoc o3agaunn buka:

— Mp1? Het, Mbl HUKOTO He KJajIi, KpOME Bac, a Bbl IOJIKHbI
OBbLIM MpHUEXaTh TOJIBKO Yepe3 TPH JIHS.

— Torga noyemy e ONMymeH MOCT M 'y BOPOT HET 4aCOBOro?

— AX, 3T0, — CTapuK ¢ o0JIieryeHneM B3I0XHYJI. — Bunute i,
Har GapoH HEMHOTO OecrieveH.

[ocT OOMEHsIMCh CKeNTUYeCKUMH B3MUIsigamMu, U buk pe-
IIWJI 3aIIUTUTh CBOETO XO35IMHA.

— MBI KMBEM Tak [aJeKo, YTO K HaM PEIKO KTO MPUE3KAET



6e3 0co00ro Ha TO TpHIJIAIIEHUS, — 3aMETHJI CTapuK. — bapoH
TOBOPHUT, YTO Yy HETO B 3aMKE HET HUYEro CTOJb LIEHHOIO, YTO
CTOUJIO Obl YKPACTh.

— Her Huuero nienHoro? — ynusuics Anexk KuHkeia, BriepBbie
MO/IAB TOJIOC, KOTOPBIA OKA3aJICsl HEOKUIAHHO TEBYUUM, HEX-
HBIM U Cpa3y MPUKOBHIBAJI K ceOe BHUMaHue. OH BHUMATEIHHO
MOCMOTpeJT Ha brKa, 1 y TOro BHOBb 33pOXKaIU KOJIEHU.

— MHe kaxeTcs, y Hero ectb JI04epH, He Tak Ju? — pasapa-
KEeHHO cripocun Auiek. [1a3a ero meranu monHuu. Ctapuk He
BbIJIEPKaJT MPUCTAJIBHOTO B3MJISAA U OMYCTHJI IJ1a3a.

— IlpaBUiibHO, Y HETO €CTh JI0YEpH, — CKa3asl OH, 3aMellKaB-
IIKCh OOJTBIIIE, YeM eMY Obl XOTeJIOCh.

— U oH cuMTaer, yTO OHM HE HYXKJAKTCA B 3amuTe? — nepe-
cnpocui [lanuesn, HegoBepYMBO MOKA4aB I'OJIOBOU. — bl CIIBIIIIAI
YTO-HUOY/Ib MON00HOE, AJlek?

— Huxkorna B xxusHu.

— Yo 3a yenoBek OapoH JxermMucoH?

— AurmmuanuH, [lanmen, — otBetun 3a buka Kunkens,.

— U 31UM Bce ckazaHO, — 3aKJIIOUMJT 3€JIEHOMIA3bIN CyX0. —
Ckaxu MHe, Buk, Heyxkenu nodyepu OapoHa Tak HEKpPACHBBI?
Heyxenu HUKOMY He MPUIET B TOJIOBY NOKYCUTbCS] HA HUX?

— Bce oHM OueHb XOpOLIEHbKME, — OTBETWI buK, — a ogHa
Y3 HUX XOpOIlla MPSMO-TaKU Kak MauCKui JieHb. Pa3zpa3u MeHs
I'poM, eciu s Bpy. Bo BceM BUHOBATO JIETKOMBICIIME OTLIA.

— A ckonbKo y 6apoHa ouepeit? — nouHTepecopacs Peprio-
ceH. — MbI cOWwIM HEYMECTHBIM CIpAIIuBaTh 00 3TOM KOPOJIS.



— Bbl yBUIUTE TONBKO TpeX, — OTBETUJ, CMyTUBIINChH, BUK.
OH pacKpbUl poOT, YTOOB OOBSICHUTH CBOM CJIOBA, HO TOCTH yXkKe
MOTEPSIM K HEMY MHTEPEC U HAITPaBUJIMCh K BXOJY B 3aMOK.

«Ceituac Wiu HUKOTAa», — pemu mpo ceds crapuk. Codpas-
IIKCh C JyXOM, OH BbITIAJIVIL:

— Kro u3 Bac obmnamaer 60mblieit BIacTbio?

['octu 3acThu Ha opore.

— Yro 3actaBuiio Tebs 3a1aTh Takou Jep3kuii Borpoc? — Kun-
KeHJ1 CypoBO CIIBUHYJ OPOBH.

— He Xouy noka3arbcs HEy4YTHUBBIM, HO Y MEHS €CTh BECKUE
MPUYUHBI CIPOCUTH 00 TOM. §l MPOCTO BBIHYX/IEH 33JaTh 3TOT
Bonpoc. Kto enie, kpome MeHsl, 3alIMTUT €€ UHTEPECHI?

YcnbiaB Takoe crpaHHoe 0ObsicHeHue, JlaHnuen HeloyMeHHO
TMOKaJl IUIEYaMH.

— B Gmmkaiiiive roy Wi JBa sl CTaHy OJIHUM U3 TTPEBOJIUTE-
JIell MOEro KJIaHa, — OTBETUJI OH, — a KuHkein yxe ceiuac BOXK/b
OOJIBIIIOrO U CHIILHOTO KJIaHa. S oTBeTHII Ha TBOK Bompoc, buk?

— 3Hauwnr, jopn Kunkeiin mMeer mpaBo mepBbIM BHIOMPATH
HeBecTy?

— Ia, 370 Tak.

— 3HAYUT, OH MOT'yILIECTBEHHEE, YEM Bbl? — HACTAWBAJI CTAPUK.

JlaHyes KUBHYJI B 3HAK COIIACUA:

— B HacTosmmii MoOMeHT — f1a. Heyxkenu Thl HUKOTAA HE CIbl-
1maji o Xxpadpbix BorHax u3 poga Kunkeiinos?

— 4l MHOTO 4ero ciplla, — OTBeTWI buk, noMpayuHes.

— HagepHoe, ThI CIBIIIAN U paccKasbl O OUTBaX, B KOTOPBIX



yuactBoBal Kunkeiin? — cipocu ¢ yabiOkoit JlaHuen, mo-cBoe-
MY MCTOJIKOBAB MPAYHbIN BUJI CTApUKA.

— Ha, 31ech XOOST BCSIKKME CIIyXH, HO sl HE BEPIO UM, — OTBE-
THJI BUK, OpOCUB OCTOPOXKHBIA B3I Ha AJleka. — DTU CIyXu
PacCpOCTPaHSIIOTCS aHIJIMYaHAMM, @ OHU CKJIOHHBI BCE TIpeyBe-
TauBath. S He Beplo, YTOOBI MIJIOP] OBUT TAK. .. KECTOK.

deprioceH ¢ XUTPOU YCMEIIKOM IIOCMOTpeS Ha AJieka:

— He mymato, 4ToOBI ClTyXy OBUTM CHITBHO TIpeyBeIUYeHbI. Thi
cibian, yto Kunkenyg He 3Haet nomagsl? JKamnoctu?

— Jla.

— W nouemy xe Thl He Bepuillb 3TOMYy? [loBepb MHe, 3TO —
yucras npasjaa. He tak i, Anek?

— Bce BepHo, [lanuen, — sxectko noareepania Kunkeu.

— Crapuk, TBOM BOIIPOC OYEHb YAMBWJI MEHS, — ITPOAOIIKAT
Hanauen. — Yto 3actaBuio 1e0s 3a1aTh €ro? MoXeT, Thl XOUEIllb
y3HaTh YTO-TO enie?

Buk poOko KMBHYI U IocMoTpen Ha KuHkeiina, o6aymbIBasi,
KaK TMOIUTUIOMATUYHEe BBISICHUTD TO, UTO EMY XOTeJIOCh, He O0H-
JIEB TPO3HOTO BOWHA.

Anek 3ametus1 crpax crapuka. OH MojoIien K HeMy BIUIOT-
HYIO ¥ CIIPOCHUI:

— YTO THI XOYEILIb Y3HATH?

— Bam korga-HuOy/b MPUXOIUIOCH OBITh KECTOKUM IT0 OTHO-
IIEHMIO K JKeHIIUHE? — cripocul BUK ¢ ApoXbio B rojioce.

I'maza Kunkeia BCcbIXHY M THeBOM. KOHIOX MHCTUHKTUBHO
MIPUKPBUT JIULIO PYKOH U MOMSITUIICS K CTEHE.



— 1 ObLT TeprnieB ¢ TOOOM, CTAPUK, HO €CJIA Thl OCMEJTHIIIb-
Cs1 33/1aTh MHE ellle OJJH MOI00HBII BOMPOC, KJISTHYCh, OH OyJeT
MOCJIEAHUM B TBOEH JKU3HU.

Crapuk ObICTPO 3aKHMBAJ:

— MHe npocTo X0TeNoch ModobIIIe y3HATh O Bac, MUIOpA. S
COOMPAIOCh MPETIOHECTH BaM MOIAPOK, KOTOPBIN Bbl, HECOMHEH-
HO, OLICHUTE.

— Tbl roBopuULIb 3aragKkamMu, — npousHec [anuen ¢ yrposou,
BCTaBas1 PsJIOM C JIPYyrom. — Thl CIMIIIKOM JOJTO MPOKUI B AH-
[JIUM ¥, HABEpHOE, TT03TOMY TaK MHOTO ceOe ITO3BOJISIEIIIb.

— 41 nmoHumalo, BaM KaXeTcsl, YTO MOU BOMPOCHI JIMIIICHbBI
CMBbICJIa, — OTBETHUJI CTapblil KOHIOX, — HO, IIOBEPBTE, 1 IEUCTBYIO
TaK B MHTepecax Moel xo3s1iku. Ecim s ommbych, OHA HUKOT/IA
MHE 3TOTrO HE MPOCTHUT.

— He xouers jm ThI cKa3aTh, YTO OOUIIIHCS KEHIMHBI? — YIU-
BuJjCs JlaHuer.

buk cnenan Bun, 4ro He 3amedaeT HU yausieHus depriocena,
HU €r0 UPOHUMU.

— Her, s He 0Ool0Ch JKEHIIUH, — OTBETHJI OH, TOPIO TOIHSIB
rosioBy. — Ho 51 Xxo4y ObITb XO3IMHOM CBOETO CJIOBa, UOO HUYETO
HEeT B MUpE JI0OpOke yecTh. MHe He CThIAHO CKa3aTb, YTO €CTh
OJlHa KEHIMHA, JOBEPUEM KOTOPOU s O4eHb JOpoKy. OHa MHE
KaK J0Yb.

Buk ocmenuiics nocMoTpeTs npsAMo B I1a3a Kunkenay, HO He
YBUJET B HUX HUYEro, KpoMme XoyoaHoro 6e3pazimuunsi. Kak Obl
€My XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI U3 THX IBOUX OOJiee MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIM



obu1 mpyrou! Tot xoTh MHOTAA yneiOaetcs. Hy moyemy cympba
Tak HecripaBeqmBa! CobpaBmmch ¢ cunamu, BUk mpomomkmt
CBOE€ JJO3HAHHUE:

— Bubl gocrarouHo cusbHbI, Musiopa Kunkeiin, 4toObl 3amim-
TUTb TO, YTO MPUHAJJIEKUT BaM 10 MpaBy?

— Jla, — mocnegoBan OTBET.

— Bapon DHzpio cobeper mpoTHB Bac 11e10e Borcko. OH 100-
POBOJIHO HE OTAACT TO, YTO 51 XOUuy Bam nogaputb. OH MOXeT
Jlake TMPU3BaTh Ha MOMOIIb Koposist ['eHpu.

Ho sta yrposa He nmpousBesa Ha KnHkenga HM MaJleMIero
BIIEYATICHUSI.

— Kakoe MHe 110 31010 /185107 — 3asiBIJI OH, O€3pa3IMyHO I0-
KaB IJIeYaMHu.

— A KT0 Tako# 6apoH DHpi0? — HonHTepecoBascs Januen.

— AHITIMYaHUH.

— Tem nyuiue, — 3ameTnit Anek. — Eciu 4 cormnaurych npuHATh
TBOU MOAAPOK, CTAPUK, HUKAKOW aHTJIMYAaHUH HE CMOXET ToMe-
I1aTh MHE B 3TOM.

— Pap a10 cablinate, Muiops, — B rojioce buka uyBcTBOBasioch
oOJieryeHue.

— D70, CIIy4ailHO, HE JIoIIaib, cTapuk? — cnpocun Hanuen,
BCE €Ille HeJOyMeBasl.

— Her, 310 He nowmanp, [lanuen, — orBeTui 3a ctapuka Kun-
KEeHI.

buk 3aymeioaiics. «Kaxkercs, 3TOT YeloBeK OueHb IPOHUIIA-
TeJIeH», — MOAYMaJl OH.



— Pa3 BbI yke MOHsIM, 4TO ITO 32 MOAAPOK, MUJIOPA, pa3pe-
HIMTE 33/1aTh BaM ellle ONH BOMPOC: KaK Bbl OTHOCUTECH K TOJTY-
ObIM 1a3am?

— ¥V Hac Ha BBICOKOTOpPbE IMOYTH Y BCeX ToTyOble 171a3a, — BMe-
masics Hanuen.

— 41 3nHa10, — oTBeTIII BUK, — HO rONTy0O€ TOITyOOMY PO3Hb.

OH OTKaNUIsUICA ¥ MPOAOJIKAI:

— A Ternepb NO3BOJIBTE BaM 3arajarhb 3aragky, mwiopn Kun-
ke, bapon JIkelMHCOH OTHOCHUTCS K JI0UepsiM TPUMEPHO TaK
e, KaK OH OTHOCHUTCSI K CBOMM JiomaasM. Bam ctouT nocMort-
pETh BOKPYT, U BHI MOMMeTe, UTO s1 UMEI0 B BUy. B3rnsHute Ha
9TUX TPEX XOPOIIEHbKHUX JIOMAA0K. OHY IPUHAAJIEXAT 10YEPSIM
OapoHa. Bcsikuid, KTo X04UeT, MOKET UX BUJIETh, HO €CJIH BbI IIPOM-
JieTe 1O JUTMHHOMY KOPHIOPY M TIOBEpHETE 3a yroJi, TO 00Hapy-
KUTE elle OJJHO CTOMJIO, CKPBITOE OT MOCTOPOHHUX I71a3. imeH-
HO TaM OapoH JePKUT CBOIO KpacaBuIly, PEKPACHYIO OeyIo KO-
OBbLIKY, TOCTOMHYIO CAMOTO JIy4Illero B mupe xepeodna. 1 mot-
JIAHJE11 ¥ 3HAI0 TOJIK B Jiomaasx. Viaure 3a MHOI, U, yBEpSIIO Bac,
BbI HE MOXaJIeeTe, YTO MOTPATHII BpeMSl.

— 41 cropato ot mobonsiTcTBa, Kunkein, — ckazan lanuer.

My:xurHBI OCIEI0BAIM 32 BUKOM 10 KOpUAOPY U CBEPHYJIU
3a yron. B3gB B pOT ITy4OK COJOMBI, CTApUK HarHyJjcs K CTOUIY,
¥ MoJIoiasi pe3Basi KOObUIKa MSITKMMU I'yOaMU OCTOPOKHO B3sijia
coiomy u3 ero pra. [IpoHUKIIMKA B 1IeJb MPUOTKPBITOM JABEPU
KOHIOIITHY JTy4 COJIHIIA 3aurpajl Ha Oesiol ¢ cepeOpsiHbIM OTJIH-
BOM JIOIIAAUHON criuHe. .. [HIoTiaHaiel ¢ HEKHOCTBIO TIAqUIN



KOOBUIKY, TpeTaJiv 1O XOJIKe, IENTAIN el JJACKOBbIE CJIOBA.

«Ecnm ObI Tak ke OHM OTHECIUCh U K MOEW JAEBOUKE», — T10-
aymait buk, HaOmoaas 3a HUMHU.

— CnoB Her, oHa Xopollla, — cKa3ajl HakoHell [lanuer.

— Eme He oObe3keHHas, — 3aMeTU AJleK, B TepBBIA pa3
yneIOHYBIIMCh. [1o HexHOCTH B ero ronoce bruk moHs1, 9To cIo-
BO «HEOOBE3KEHHAS» B YCTaX CYyPOBOTrO IMOTIAH/IA 3BYYUT KaK
KOMIUIMMEHT.

— Ee ximmuka — Pe3Bas, 4TO BIOJIHE COOTBETCTBYET €€ HPABY.
Bapon OouTcsl MoAXoAUTh K Hell. DTa KOOBUIKA MpeaHa3HaYeHa
B NIOJIAPOK €ro MJIajlle JoYepu, U OHa JIOCTOIHA ee.

KoObuika ykycuia Aneka 3a pyKy, U, 0 4yJi0, ero JIMIIO CHOBA
03apUJIOCh YJIBIOKOH.

— Iotpscawomas ysomanka! — 3ametun oH. — [Ipu xopomem
*KepeOIie OHa JaCT OTIIMYHOE TIOTOMCTBO.

Buk 3amisgHyn B m1a3a MIOT/IAaHALIA ¥ YBUJAEN, UTO JieJl B HUX
pacrasii.

— 41 Hapeloch, Tak OyJeT ¥ ¢ MOMM TOJAPKOM, — YJIBIOHYJICS
crapuk. — f yxe roopwi Bam, Mustopn, Kunkeiin, aro 6apoH ot-
HOCHUTCS K JOUEPsIM TaK ke, KaK K Jiomaasam. Bel ierko cmoxere
YBUIIETb TPEX €r0 JOYEpENl. ..

Crapblil KOHIOX HE 3aKOHYMI (ppa3y, MPeJOCTaBUB IOTIAH-
[aM CaMMM pasrajiaTh ero 3arajky.

— buk! Twl rae? — paszpancs 3BoHKUW ronoc [xermu. OT
HEOXUJAHHOCTU CTAPUK UYTh HE MPOIJIOTUJ COJIOMHUHKY, KOTO-
pyIo Jiepxkai BO pTy.



— D10 MyIaamas u3 goueper 6apoHa, — MporenTail oH. — Bam
JIyd4llle [TOKa He MNOIaJaThCs el Ha m1a3a. MoxkeTre BBIMTH Yepes
60KoBYIO ABepb. OT Hee TPOMMHKA BeJIEeT MPsAMO K 3aMKy. [loiiny
y3Halo, 4yero xover Jlxernmu.

U crapuk pe3Bo, Kak I0HOIIA, MOOeKasl HABCTPedy CBOEH JIio-
OMMMULIE.

Ho [lxxeriMu 1 Mepu y:xe CTOsI B IBEPSAX KOHIOILIHMU.

— C keMm Tbl pasroBapuBai? — cupocuiia Mepu. — MHe kaxer-
¢4, 4 CJIpllIaia royoca. . .

— 41 naBemman Pe3Byio 1 HEeMHOro MOOONTANT C HEH, — COBpaJ
buk.

— A JIxeiMM cKaszaia, 4TO Thl B 3TO BpPEMsl CIMIIb U Mbl
MO’KeM MOTUXOHBKY B3$ITh JIOIAAEH, — IPOCTOAYIIHO MOBeJaIa
Mepu. — Ham xoTeioch Obl IPOKATUTHCSI BEPXOM.

— Pagu Gora, Mepu, He 00s13aTelIbHO paccKas3biBaTh BUKy 0
HalllMX IJ1aHax ! — BO3MyTHIach [IKerMHu.

— Ho T1BI %€ ckazana...

— Kak te6e He cToiiHO, [IKeiimu. — BUK yKOpU3HEHHO TOCMOT-
pe’t Ha CBOIO JIIOOMMMUILY. — 5l HUKOTa He CIUTIO B 9TO BpEMs], ThI
3ps BO3BOJMILIb HA MEHS HaIlpacivHy. Takoe MoBeleHue HeJo-
CTOUWHO JIEIIN.

JIKeMH yJIOBUJIAa HEXKHOCTD B OJIOCE CTapUKa U IMPOAoJIKajIa
NIO/IIPa3HUBATD €I0:

— Her, o1 criumib B 910 Bpems, buk! Ho, MHe kaxeTcsi, Thl
YeM-TO B3BOJIHOBaH? YTo ciyunsnocs?

— Huyero, — orBeTnI1 CTapuk, CTapasch Ka3aTbCs CIIOKOMHBIM,



XOT$1 BCE €TI0 MBICJIH ObLTH COCPE0TOUYEHBI Ha o TIaHAlax. «[ e
OHHU cenvac, — aymai oH. — Eciu ee y cromna, To HaBepHsKa
CIIBIIIIAT STOT AHTeJILCKUIA TOJIOCOK».

— Tak 4TO k€ BbI 33lyMaJIM Ha 3TOT Pa3, MOM KpacaBullbl? —
MOUHTEPeCcOBAICS BUK.

— 41 ke ckazasia: Mbl XOTEJIM ITpoexaThcsl BEpXoM, — Mepu BHU-
MatesIbHO MOCMOTpea Ha crtapuka. — Tel uto, 3a00men? [Ixeii-
MH, [I0-MOEMY y HETO JIUXOPAJKa.

JIKeimMu nojouuia K CBOeEMy JIpyry U NOJOKWIIA JIAJOHb EMY
Ha JI100.

— Her, cecrpa, oH He GorneH.

— Bam He u3-3a yero BOJIHOBaThCsA, JEBOYKU. S BIIOJIHE 3710-
POB.

— Tak MBI MO’keM NOKaTaThcs Ha Jomansx? — cnpocuia Me-
pu.

— BBl MOXeTE IPOCTO MOTYJIATH €1Ie C YAaCHK, — OTBETHII buk,
BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM J1aBasl MOHSATh, YTO 3TO €0 OKOHYATEJIbHOE
pelieHue.

— A mouemy Mbl He MOKEM B3SITh JIoIa ieil ? — HacTauBaia Me-
pu.

— IloTomy, 4TO S TOJNBKO YTO BBIMBLI MX, HAKOPMUJI, HATIOMJT
Y cervyac UM HYKEH OT/BIX.

U Tyt BUk BCOMHWII, YTO PsiIOM B CTOMJIaX HaXOASITCA J1Ba
OrpoMHBbIX kepebua. «Hao caenats Tak, 4ToObl IEBOUKU HE 3a-
METUJIA UX», — TIOyMaJI OH.

— BaMm HyXHO rOTOBUTBCSI K IIPUEMY T'OCTEH, — BOCKJIMKHYJI



CTapuK U, cxBatuB Mepu u [l xeiimu 3a pyKu, HOTALIWII UX K JIBE-
pu.

— Mepu cka3zana, 4To OHU BPsAJL JIM IPUERYT cerogHs. Trl oTO-
pBelllb MHE pyKY, buk!

— 'V Hac Briepenu LeJIbIX TPH JIHS, — 3asiBuIa Mepu. — V' [xeit-
MU Macca BpeMeHH, YTOObI IOATOTOBUTH JJOM K MTpUE3Ly TOCTeH.

— A BbI MOTJIM ObI IOMOYb €1, MUCC, — 3aMeTHJT BUK ¢ yKOpu3-
HOU. — DTO TOJIBKO MOWJET BaM Ha IMOJIb3Y.

— He Bopun, buk. Mepu HHMKOraa He OTKa3blBajIach MOMOYb
MHE.

Crapuk HEJOBEPUMBO MOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM.

— JlaBaiiTe mourpaem B BOIIPOCBHI M OTBETHI! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa
Mepu. — Uyp 51 neppas 3ajam BOIPOC.

— Mepu, buky ceituac He 10 BonpocoB. OCTaBb €ro B MOKOE.

— Her, He ocraBmo. { Tak e nopoxy MHeHuem buka, kak u
Thl. A elle s XO4y 3HaTb, CKa3aja JIM Thl MHE TIPABLY.

— I'peltiHo Tak rOBOPUTH, CECTpa, — OTBETHIIA JIKeMu yJIbl-
6asich.

— JI’KeMM Takoro HaroBOpWJia MHE IPO YKaCHBIX MIOTJIaH[I-
LEB, YTO 5 TOkE pelmia crpsaTarbes. Kak Tel cunTaenb, buk?
Moxer, MHe JtyudIiie yoexars?

Ee cobecennuk enBa caepkuBan yiablOKy. HamBHOCTD niequ
Mepu pacrporaia ero.

— Bce Oyner 3aBuceThb OT TOTO, Ky/a Bbl YO€KUTE, — CKa3asl OH.

— 41 moka He nymasia Haj STUM.

— Tak 49T0 e TaKoro HaroBOpHMJIa CECTPa, YTO BbI PEHIIN yoe-



*aTh? MokeT, OHa Bce 3T0 nmpuaymasia?

— Buk, HeyXenu Thl CUMTACIIb, UYTO 51 OOMAHIIUIA? — CITIPOCH-
na JxeiMu, U30 BCeX CUJI CTapasiCh HE PaCCMESIThCSI.

— YK 5I-TO XOPOIIIO 3HAI0, HA KaKKEe BbIIYMKHU crlocoOHa [l xeii-
MU, — OTBETWJI CTapuK. — UYTO ThI MpuayMasa Ha 10T pa3? Uem
TaK Hamyraja cectpy? Y& KTO-KTO, a -TO 3HAI0, UTO Thl HE UMeE-
elllb HM MAJIEMIIETO MPEAICTaBICHUS O MO TIaHAIaX.

— A BoT ¥ HenpaBna! fl 3Hai0, YTO y HUX MO3TH He OoJblle
oBeubMX. — [lkeiiM1 He3aMeTHO NMoAMUTrHYIa buky u npoponka-
na: — KoHeuHo, 3TO OTHOCUTCS TOJIBKO K TEM MIOTIAH[IAM, KO-
TOpbIe POAWJIMCH U BHIPOCIH B ropax. Jliony u3 HU3UHBI, HA000-
POT, OYE€Hb YMHBI, KaK, HallpUMep, Thl, bUk.

— He nbrraiics 3an06puth MeHs. Ha 1ot pa3 y 1ebs Hu4ero
He BbIMIET. S ke BuKy, Kak Tl Harmyrana Mepu. Ha nent mpocto
suua Het! YTo Thl elie el Haropopuia?

— $1 mpocTo ckazana, 4yTo MOTIAHALBl OYeHb OOJIBIIHE.

— U1 o6xophl, — todaBmia Mepu.

— Pa3sBe 310 rpex? — cripocun buk.

— Koneuno. U eme [IxeiiMu ckaszasia, 4TO OHU BCE BpeMsi IPo-
BOIAT B OMTBAXx.

— He Bce Bpemsi, a OOJBIIYIO €ro 4acTbh, — MOMPaBUIIa CECTPY
Jxenmu. — YK €cu Thl B3sJIaCh MIEPECKA3bIBATh MOU CJIOBA, TO,
MOKATYNCTa, HE UCKaXKal UX.

— Tak 310 paBaa, buk? — HacrauBasna Mepu.

— Yro npasna?

— Yr0 0OHHM Bce BpeMs cpaxalorcs?



— IIpocTo oHM MOOAT €3AUTh BEPXOM, — CKPOMHO YTOUHMJIA
Jlxerimu. Ee miexku mbutamy, moka cectpa rnepeckasbipania ee Oaii-
KM 0 momiananax. [a, xervu Hactosimas nmpokasHuna! buk
BCIIOMHIJI, KaK OHa yOex/aaa cecTpy, UTo mara coOMpaeTcst OT-
JIaTh €€ B MOHACTBIPb, XOTS IMOTOM M packauBajiach B 3TOM. [la,
OoJTbIIast Iy THUIIA €r0 JeBOYKA. . .

Crapuk ¢ J000BBIO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOIO IOHYIO MOPYXKY. B
rojlyooM miaTbe, ¢ YepHbBIMH HUCTIAIAIOIUMU Ha TIJIeYH JIOKOHA-
MU, OHa ObUIa YyJ0 Kak Xopoiiio! BOT ToJbko Ha HOCY M IeKax
MOJIOCKM Ipsizu. .. Ho 3aTo Kak pagoctHO cusioT ee rmasa! «Ecimm
ob1 Mustopn KuHkelig yBuien ee Takoi», — mogyMail KOHIOX.

buk nepesesn B3misAa HAa Mepu U pelius, 4TO ¥ OHA CErOIHA
OueHb XopolleHbkasa. Po3oBoe miarbe e kK auiyy. Kaab TOMb-
KO, YTO OHO MCIA4YKaHO rps3blo. «MHTEpecHo, yeM OHUM 3aHMMa-
JIUCh ?» — ogyMas buk, HO pelus He 3ajaBaTh HUKAKUX BOITPO-
coB. Jlydilie eMy HUYEro He 3HATh.

— JxeliMu cka3asia, 4To MIOTJIAH/IB BCerjaa 3adupanT cede
TO, YTO UM MOHPABUTCS, — BHE3ANMHO Bbinamwia Mepu. — Oco-
OEHHO OHU JIIOSAT TPH BEIIIH.

— Kakue xe?

— BbIHOCTIMBBIX JIOIIA/eW, )KUPHBIX OBEIl M JIACKOBBIX JKEH-
IMH, — 6e3 3aMMHKY oTYeKaHmia Mepu.

— Jlomaay, oBIIbI U SKEHIIVHBI?

— Jla, buk, 1 UMEHHO B TakoM nopsijike. [{keiMu roBOpuT, 4TO
OHHU TIPEANIOYUTAIOT OOJIbIIIe BPEMEHH TIPOBOUTD C JIOIIAIbMH,
YeM C KEeHIIMHaMU. JT0 npasjaa? IloueMy y HUX XKEHIIMHBI HA



nocyieqaemM Mmecre?

buk ykopusHeHHO nmocmotpen Ha [kenmu B HaIexie, 4ro
OHa camMa OTBETUT Ha CTOJb KaBEP3HbIA BONPOC, HO JIEBYIIKA
TOJIBKO TPOMKO PAacCMEsIach:

— YecrHoe c10BO, Mepu, A MpOCToO NOUTYTHIIA.

— BoI TOnbKO TIOCMOTpUTE Ha ceOs, — He BhiAepkasl buk. —
Ha koro Bbl oxoxu. I'psizHbIe, Kak MaJIeHbKUE TPOCTOMIOAUHKU.
Kto npusHaer B Bac siequ? A Bbl, MHCC, — BUK yKa3as najabLem
Ha [IxelimMu, — BezieTe ceOsl XyKe BCSIKOU JIEPEBEHCKOU JICBUIIBL.
Xorenochk Obl MHE 3HATh, YeM Bbl 3aHUMAJIVICh TaM, Ha JIyTy?

— OH X04eT yWTH OT pa3roBopa O MIOTJIaHLAX, — 3aMeTusIa
Mepu cectpe, — HO 51 He IO3BOJII0 €MY 3TO CieJIaTh. XOTs CHaYasIa
ThI JIOJI)KHA TIOMTPOCHUTH Y MEHsI ITPOIIEHHM S 32 BCe Te OpEeTHU, UTO
Thl MHE MMOHAPACCKa3asia, a HE TO S MOKaIyloch OTIy Yapnib3y
Y OH HAJIOXWT Ha TeOs TaKyl0 eMUTUMBIO, YTO Thl €e He CKOPO
3a0yeln !

— T cama BUHOBaTa, Mepu. Hentb3s1 ObITh TaKOM TOBEPYUBOM.

Mepu xanobHo mocmotpena Ha buka:

— MHe kaxetcs, cecTpa He cTajia Obl JPa3HUTh MEHs, TToMe-
HsIicsl MBI ¢ Hell Mectamiu. [lana coOupaetcs ee cnpsATarth, U ei
HE MPUIETCS] BCTPEYAThCsl C HIOTJIaHIaMHU.

— DTO TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO KOPOJIb HE BKJIIOUWJI MEHS B CITU-
COK, — HaroMHwu1a [l xxenmu.

— MHe noyeMy-To He BepUTCs, UTO KOpOJib 3a0bl1 O Tede, —
ckazan buk.

— [lama He cran Ob MHE JiraTh! — BO3MyTHIIACH JKermu.



— Xoporo, 51 He O6yny ¢ Todou crioputh, Ixeiimu. Mepu, He
BEPb CTPAITHBIM paccKaszaM O moTIaHanax. Tede Heuero ux 6o-
SIThCS, JICBOYKA.

— Ho a10 emie He Bce, buk! [IxeliMmu onucana MHe U Apyrue
yxacel. He mymait, 4to s Takasi yK JIeTKOMbICJIEHHAs, IPOCTO OT
BCETO YCJIBIINIAHHOTO MHE CTaJI0 HEMHOT'O He TI0 cele.

Buk cypoBo nmocmotpen Ha Jlxeiimu:

— Yto ckaxere, Musiean?

JlxeiMU B3/10XHYJA:

— Bo3moxkHO, 51 KOe-4To mpuyKpacuia, Ho, B 00ITeM, TOBOPH-
JIa YKCTYIO TIPaBIYy.

— Otkyna Tebe 3HaTh, UTO MpaBja, a uto Henpasjaa? S Bcerna
yuu1 Te0s1 He CITyIIaTh CIUIETHU.

— Kakwue criernn? — BMemanacs Mepu.

— 41 cipimana, 9To moTIaHAIE OpocaioT OpeBHa Ipyr B Opy-
ra, — He yzaepxanach xeimu.

— bpeBna? — or ynuBieHuss Mepu OTKppLIa poT. — ITOro He
MOXET OBITh !

— W TeM He MeHee 3TO Tak, — OTBeTwIa IKelMu, — YK Takou
y HUX OObIUai.

— JIymaerib, s1 Tebe nioBepio?

— Ho sto npasna, Mepu, — ckazan buk. — OHM AeiCTBUTENBHO
OpocaioT OpeBHa, HO OTHIO/Ib HE JIPYT B Apyra.

Mepu He1oOBEpUMBO MOKayasia rojoBOu.

— Bubi 006a cmeerech Hayo MHOM. [la, 1a, — ObicTpo n0OaBMIIA
OHa, 3aMeTHB, 4TO UK coOupaercst BO3pa3uTh, — s1 HU KareIbKu



HE COMHEBAIOCh B 3ToM. A emle [XkeliMu cka3zaja MHE, YTO OHH
HOCAT KEHCKYIO OfIeXKy. JTO Tak?

— Yro... — Hayas buk, HO Kalenb noMenan emy 3aKOHYUTh
(pazy. «l'ocriogu, — mogymai oH, — XOTb Obl INOTJIAHALB yike
VIIIM U3 KOHIOIIHUA. YTO OHM NMOAYMAIOT, YCJIBIIIAB 3T IJIYIIbIE
PasroBOpbI?»

— A He BBIITH JIM HaM BO J1BOP? — IpeJI0KNI buk, CHOBa B31B
JeBylIeK 3a pyku. — [loroma ceronns npekpacHas, U Mbl MOXEM
MPOJOJIKUTH HaITy Oece/ly Ha COHBIIIKE.

— $1 ckazana Tebe mpaBay, — oTBeTH A [KeiiMu, He oOparas
BHUMAaHMS Ha 3TO npejiokeHrne. — OHU HOCAT KEHCKOE IUIAThe.

— Kro ckazan tebe Takyio riynocts? — cipocui buk.

— Yomu.

—Yomu? — ynuBmnack Mepu. — Ecm Obl 51 3HaJa, 9TO THI IIepe-
CKa3bIBaelllb MHE BbIIyMKH Y0J1, TO HE oBepuia Obl HA €AMHO-
My cioBy. Yonu ke ropbkasi mbssHuia. HaBepHoe, oHa yxe Oblia
IbsiHA, KOTJ]a paccKasbiBajia Tede BCe ITU IIIyTIbie CTOPUH.

— [Ipoknstre, — npomenTana [xeiimu. — OHa He OblTa MbsIHA.

— IIpoknarue, — nepeapasnwia Mepu. — YectHoe croBo,
JlxeriMH, Thl YK€ HavyaJla pyratbcs, Kak buk.

— Jlxeiimu ckazana rnpasay, Mepu, — BMelaiicsi BOAPYT CTa-
PUK, IPOITycKas 3aMEYaHue IEBYIIKA MUAMO YILIEH.

— Tb1 0 yem?

— OHHU HOCSIT KOPOTKUE, JI0 KOJIeH, I00KH, — 00bsicHUT BUK.

— A Tbl He oBepuJia MHe, Mepu. ..

— OTH 100KM B KJIETKYy — WX HAllMOHAJIbHAs ofexaa. Mue



KaxeTcsi, OHU Obl OOMJIENTUCH, YCTIBIIIAB, YTO BBl HA3bIBAETE WX
OJIEKy KEHCKOM.

— Teneppb s MOHMMAaIO, MOYEMY OHM MPOBOIST BCE BpeMs B
CpPaKeHUsIX, — 3ameTuiia Jlxermu.

— KoneuHo, — cornacunace Mepu. — OHM 3alMIIAIOT CBOU
TLJIaThs.

— 41 e ckazas Bam, 4TO 3TO He IIaThsl! — 3akpudasl buk.

— Bugumib, uyro T Hagenana, xeiimMu? BUk yxke KpuuuT Ha
Hac.

— MHe *kanb, buk, 4Tto s pacctponna 1eds, — ckazana J[xeii-
MU. — ThI CEroiHsi KakoM-TO CTpaHHbIN. I mouemy Thl Bce BpeMs
orsapiBaelibesi? Thl UTO, OOMIIILCS, UTO HAC KTO-TO MOACTYIIIH-
Baer?

— 51 He criayi IHEM ¥ YYBCTBYIO ce0s1 COBCEM Pa3OUTHIM.

— B Takom ciydae tebe yuiiie oTnoxHyTh. Mnem, Mepu, Mbt
COBCEM 3aMy4mJii Brka cBOMMU TTyIbIMU pa3roBOpamH.

Jl;xeriMu B3s1J1a CECTPY 32 PYKY, M OHU HATIPABUJIMCh K BHIXOAY.
buk cabiman, kak Jxerimu mentaia Ha yxo Mepu:

— Tenepp 51 COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEHA, YTO OHU HOCST JKEHCKYIO
ONICKTY.

— A 51 COBEpIIIEHHO yBepeHa, uTo yoery oT Hux. — Mepu ocra-
HOBWJIACh M Yepe3 IUIEYO MOCMOTPEJIa Ha CTapUKa.

— INocnennuii Bonpoc, buk. MoxHO?

— Cnymaro Tebs.

— ThI He 3Haelb, Kak MOTJIAH/ILB OTHOCITCSA K TOJICTBHIM XKeH-
Ham?



OTBeToM eii ObIIO TOJIBKO TMoXkaTHe Tuied. CecTphl B3sUTUCH 32
PYKH U, T000paB 100KH, MOOEKATN K 3aMKY.

3a crinHou buka pazgaincsa mopox. CTapuk OT HEOXKUJAHHO-
CTU B3/IpOrHyJ1 U orisAHyscs. [lepen Hum crosin Anek Kunkein.

— Ilouemy y Hee MykKCKOE UM ? — CITPOCHJI OH.

— Tak Ha3Basa ee MaTh B 4eCTh OapoHa, yIOYEepHUBIIETO fe-
BOUKy. Bam ynanoce paccmotpers ee?

AJIeK KUBHYJL.

— Br1 3a0epete ee ¢ coboii?

AJek moMoyal, MpUCTAIBHO IS/ B IJIa3a CTapHKa, 3aTeM
OTBETUJI:

— a, buk. {1 Bo3pMy ee ¢ coOoid.

Wrak, BBHIOOpP OBLI CliesaH.



I'nmaBa 3

JlxeliMu XJomoTana Ha KyxHe, KOrja nacTymok MepivH Bo-
pBaJICS TylIa ¥ COOOIINII, UTO T1ara IIPOCUT ee HeMe/IJIEHHO MTPUii-
TH.

MepiuH HE ClIOBa He CKa3asl O MOTIaH/Iax, HO TO OblIa He
ero BUHA: OT B3IVIS/IA JIACKOBBIX (PMAJIKOBBIX I71a3 y IOHOIIN 3a-
KPYKMJIaCh TOJIOBA, U OH 3a0bLT 000 BCEM, UTO XOTEN COOOIIUTb.

JIxeiiMy He MOTJIa cpa3y OpOCUTB BCe HEOTJIOKHBIE Jief1a 1 Oe-
*kathb K oTIry. [TOKOHYMB ¢ XO3SIIICTBOM, OHa CTajla 00padaThiBaTh
pany craporo cieroro Cuiaca, CBOMM KPUKOM 3ariyIlIaBIIero
BU3I MTOPOCHAT B XJIeBY. [[)keliMu poMBbLIa 1 IepeBs3ajia paHy u,
KakK Moria, 000IpriIa M yTEeIuia CTapuKa.

MepiuH Momya HaOJOIal 32 Hel, U B €ro Jylle BCKUIaja
peBHOCTD. «[loyeMy OHa Tak JIaCKOBA C STUM APSIXJIBIM CTapH-
KOM?» — CIIpaluBall OH ceOs1. 3aHATHIA STUMU MBICJISIMH, OH CO-
BCEeM 3a0bL1, UTO elrie OapoH MPOCKIT TIepeaaTh JOUEepH.

Ycnokous Cunaca, [Ixenmu nepesaia ero ¢ pyk Ha pykH Ky-
xapke Yomm, KoTopast TOTYac ke MPOTsHYJAa CTAPUKY KPYXKKY C
9JIeM, CIIPABEJIMBO CYMTAsI, YTO ITO caMoe JTydlliee Ha CBeTe Jie-
KapcTBO.

— Cenvac, cenvac, — otBeTmwia Jxeimu, korga MepiuH Ha-
HIOMHUJI, YTO OTEI] KJET €€, — 51 TOJIbKO BHIMOIO PYKH.

[TonoOpas 100ku, [Ixeiimu Oexana K 3aMKy. 3a Hell ¢ J1aeM
MyYaIuch 6op3bie. Bce BMecTe OHM TTpeCTaBIIsi coO0i BechbMa



JKUBOIMCHYIO KAPTUHY.

He cOaBnsisa temma, [IxeliMu B COMPOBOXAEHUM OOP3bIX BJie-
TeJla B 3aJ]1 M 3acThula Ha Mecte. OHa cpa3dy yBHJENa CTOSIIHUX
y ouara He3HakomIieB. OHU OBbLJIM TAKOTO BBICOKOTO POCTa, UTO
y Hee 3axBaTwiio nyx. Hukorna B xu3Hu [Jxeiimu He BcTpedana
TaKUX TMTAHTOB.

— I'ocriogu nommityii! — HEBOJIBHO BBIPBAJIOCH Y HEE.

ToT U3 HUX, YTO OBLI Ha TIEJTYIO TOJIOBY BHIIIE, YUBIEHHO MO/
Hs1JT OpOBH.

Ot HeoxuganHocTH JIxenmu 1axe He Mpucelia B peBepaHce
U, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha CBeTe, TaK M BCTaJIa MOCEPEIMHE 3aJ1a, He
CIYCKasi C BEJIMKAHOB M3YMJIEHHOIO B3misiAa. Te, B CBOIO oue-
pellb, C THTEPECOM CMOTpeJU Ha Hee.

[MocrenenHo JIxeiiMu cTana MpUXOAUTh B ceOsl, ¥ TOTIa OHA
3aMeTusIa, YTO B 3aJIe CTOMT Kakas-TO CTpaHHas ThivHa. OHa
orisijiesiach M yBUeJa cectep, TECHO MPHKABIIUXCS APYT K JIPY-
Ty 4 JpOXallKX OT CTpaxa.

ArHec mnepexBaTW/la COYYBCTBEHHBIM B3IVISIJ CECTPbl U B
MIHOBEHME OKa 3apbiaasia. K Hel ToTyac ke MpucoequHUIACh
Artec. Mepu Toxe Hauas1a BCXJIUIbIBATh.

«Hapo uro-To ¢ HUMU AenaTh, — nogymana JlxkelMu, — nHaue
YTO O HAC MOAYMAIOT 3T MYKUUHBI 7>

OnHa mocMoTpesia Ha CHJISIIErO 3a CTOJIOM OapOHa, KOTOPBIT
MOJTYa TOTATUBAI 3JTb U3 BHICOKOW CepeOPSHOUN KPYKKH.

«[Ipex e Bcero HaJo JOCTOMHO MPUHSATH X, — permia Jlxen-
MU, BCTIOMHUB 00 0OSI3aHHOCTSIX X03sWKH. — Hamo mocraparbcst



MIPOU3BECTH HA HUX MPUSATHOE BIEUATIICHUE.

JleByIiKka MeJIeHHO MPUOIM3MIACh K HE3HAKOMIIaM. bop3bie
3apblyajiv, HO OHA )KECTOM YCOKOWIA uX. [[kelMu ¢ JOCTOUH-
CTBOM TOKJIOHWJIACh, HO KPYTOM JIOKOH ymaia ed Ha JioO, U ei
MIPUIILIOCh B3MaXOM T'OJIOBBI OTOPOCUTD €ro Ha3aJl, YTO HECKOJIb-
KO HapylIWIO LIEPEMOHHOCTh MOMEHTA.

— Pa3pelmrte MHE OT UMEHU Hallled CEMbU MPUBETCTBOBATH
BaC B 9TOM CKPOMHOM JIOMe, — CKa3aja ¢ yabiokoi [xeitmu. —
Hanerock, Bbl TPOCTUTE HAIly paCTEPSIHHOCTb, HO MbI /1aJT1 Bac
TOJIBKO YEPE3 TPU JTHS.

OHa ropao nojHsiia roJIOBy M MpoaoJIKaa:

— MeHs 30BYyT. ..

— Jlenn JIkeliMH, — CKa3aJl TOT, YTO ObLI IIOHMIKE.

JlKeMH ¢ yaMBIIEHMEM IIOCMOTPEJIA Ha HEro: KpaCUBbIA MO-
JIOJIOV YeJIOBEK C JIyKaBbIMH, KUBbIMHU T1a3amu. OH yIIsIoascs, u
Ha ero IeKax Urpajiv siMouku. «YeMy oH pajayercs, — mogyma-
na Jlxeiimu, — HeyKeJu He BUJIUT, KAKOM MEepernosiox u3-3a HUX
nosHsuics? Moxer, oH cnaboymabii? OHUM CITIOBOM — ITIOT/IAH-
Je1D».

— A Baile UMs1, MUJIOpA?..

— Jlanuen, — mocenoBai OTBeT, — a 310 Asiek. — Ha ero rybax
CHOBA TOSIBIJIACH YJIBIOKA, KOTOpast ObUIA TAKOW 3apa3UTEIILHOM,
yto [[)xeiimMu He MorJia He yIbIOHYThCS B OTBET.

[Tponomxas yneioatbes, [IxeimMu mocMoTpesia Ha BTOPOro T'u-
raHTa U BCTPETWJIA €ro rOPSYMil PUCTAIBHBIA B3MIsIL. YIbIOKa
MTHOBEHHO cOekaa ¢ ee Jura. B 3Tom kapKkoM, Kak MoJTy/IeH-



HOE COJIHIIE, B30pe ObLIO UTO-TO TPEBOXKAIllee, 30BYIIEE, MPO-
HUKawllee B camylo aymy. Ho B To ke Bpems Tak MOI' CMOT-
peTh TOJILKO YEeJIOBEK, KpailHe YBEepEeHHbIH B ceOe U pelmTesIb-
HbIA. [lxeiiMu o1y Tria, 4yTo KpacHeeT. HecMoTpst Ha Bclo CBOIO
HEOIBITHOCTb, OHA TIOHSIA, YTO BPAJ JIM TAKUM B3IJISIIOM IIPU-
JIMYHO CMOTPETH Ha JIE/IN.

JeBy1ika nouyBcTBOBasIa ce0s1 OCKOPOIEHHOM. A 3TOT UyKou
My’KUMHa BCE MPOAOJIKATl paCCMATPUBATh €€.

Jl>xeiiMu MTHOBEHHO BO3HEHaBHujena ero. Ero npoHussiBaio-
U B3MJISIT KaK ObI CPBIBAJI C Hee ONEK/IY, M e CTaJI0 Ka3aTh-
Cs1, UTO OHA CTOUT Iepe]l HUM ToJiou. [la Kak OH CMEET TaK CMOT-
peth Ha Hee?! MoxerT, OH iymaeT, uTo oHa ero 6outcsi? Hy urto
K, HAJIO ero Kak ciemyer npoyuutb! CoOpaBIIUCh C CUIaMU U
MPOLIENTAB MOJUTBY, [IKEMMU TakKe CTajda BHAUMATEJIBHO pa3-
IJIS1IbIBATh MIOTJIAH/ALIA.

['uranT HU Karsm He CMYTHUJICS,  TOJIBKO C ellie OOJIbIIUM UH-
TepecoM MOCMOTpeN Ha AeBYNIKY. Ero 6poBu momoisnu BBepx
OT YIMBJIEHUS1, HO B3IVIs1l HEMHOIO mnortervies. M 4ro-1o B 3Tom
B3[JISJIE MTOSIBUJIOCH TAKOE, UTO Y HEE APOrHyIo cepaue. Y Jhxen-
MU Jla)ke MPOMENIbKHYJIA MBICIb, YTO, HE Oy/lb OH TaK CypOB U
MpadJeH, OHa cMorJ1a Obl TIOMOOUTh €ro, HO OHa Cpasy ke OTO-
rHaJa ot cebs1 MoOOHYIO TIIYNOCTh M TBEPAO PEIiia, YTO STOT
HarJiell JIOCTOMH TOJIbKO HeHaBUCTU. [Ipopomkas pa3risiapiBaTh
momianana, IxeiMu oOpatiiia BHUIMaHUe Ha €ro JITMHHbIE 30-
JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI, HUCTIAJIAIONIE MSTKMMHU JIOKOHAMH. DTO Ha-
MOMHWIO €Y MPUYECKH PUMCKMX BOMHOB, KOTOPBIE OHA BUJEJIA



Ha KapTuHKax. OIHaKO Jaxe 3TH 30JI0TUCThIE KyIpU HE MOIIU
CMATYUTh BIEYATICHHS OT CYypPOBOIO JIMIA C MACCUBHBIM KBa/Jl-
PaTHBIM MOAOOPOIKOM M TJIOTHO CKATHIM PTOM.

Her, oH ompeneneHHO CIUIIKOM MpauyeH, 4YTOObl BbI3BATh
cumvnaruio. Ho mouemy Tak cuiibHO Obercst ee cepiie? [louemy
9TOT )KECTKUM B3IJIS]] 3ACTABJISIET €€ TPEneTarh?

JlxeriMu BAPYT BCIIOMHWIIA, YTO OJHOM U3 €€ CecTep MpeJICTo-
UT BBIATH 3aMYX 3a 9TO MCUa/We aja, U JPOXb Mpodekana mo
ee Tey.

3ameTHB 910, AJeK YIBIOHYJICS.

Tem BpemeHem OapoH [[keWMUCOH, MO Bcell BEPOSTHOCTH,
OIOMHMBIIIKCh HAKOHEL] OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH, MPUIJIACUIT TOCTEN
K CTOINy.

Jlanvien He 3acTaBuJI ceOs1 KIaTh U ocHenv kK 6apony. [1po-
XOJ1s1 MUMO IUIAYYIIUX CECTEP, OH BECesIo MOAMUTHYJI Mepu.

Anek He caBuHyics ¢ MecTa. [a u JlxeiiMu CIIOBHO OKaMeHe-
na. OHU CTOSUIM APYT NPOTUB Jpyra, Msls [Jla3a B I1a3a.

— ¥ Bac 37€ch €CTh CBANICHHUK ? — XPUIUIO CIIPOCHII IIOTJIAH-
JIel], He CITycKasi ¢ Hee B3nIsiAa. OH He MOT HaruIsiIEThCsl Ha CUSIIO-
e (puaKoBbIe I71a3a, Ha OJ1ecTsiue YepHble KyJpH, CTPOMHOE
MaJieHbKOe TeJlo... Ho 0coOeHHO ero mopasui cMesblil B3IJIsi
JneBylky. Elie HUKTO He BBIACPKHUBAI €0 B3IVIs11a CTOJIb JOJTO.
Takylo )KeHIMHY He 3amnyraeiib. M oHa He rpeaacrt.

Anex mupoko yabioHycs. Ilepen HUM CTOsUT TPOTUBHUK, KO-
TOPOTO OH JIOJDKEH TIOKOPUTH BO YTO Obl TO HU cTajio. Kak ot-
JIMYHO JIEPKUTCS 9T JEBYIIKA, XOTs HABEPHSIKA B TIIyOWHE Y-



1111 OOUTCS €TO.

HecmoTps Ha CBOIO XPYIIKOCTh, OHA, MOXKATyH, BEIIEPKHUT CY-
POBBII KJIUMAT €r0 POIWHBI, HO €My HEJIETKO Oy/IeT PUpPyJUTh
ee. XOTs1 3TO BOIIPOC BPEMEHHM. . .

JIKeMH U TIPEIOIOKUTh He MOIJIA, KaKhe MBICTH OpOIsT B
TOJIOBE Y TOr0 HEMPUCTYMHOro BoMHA. OYHYBIIUCH OT 3a4yM-
YHUBOCTH, OHA MOCHEIITHO OTBETUJIA:

— Jla, y Hac ecTh CBAIIEHHUK, MUJIOPI. Bbl yXke cienaiv cBoi
BBIOOp?

— Jla.

— JoKHO OBITH, BaM OBUIO TPYJHO OTPENETUThCS?

— CoBceM He Tpy/IHO, — OTBETHIT AJIeK, YabiOasich.

— A mo-Moemy, 3TO HeJlerko, — HactauBasia [lxeiimu, He 3ame-
Jasi HM ero YJIBIOKY, HU Becesioro Oyecka 1iia3. — Bce mou cectpsl
CTOJIb KPACUBBI, YTO HA BallleM MeCTe 5 Obl 3aTPYIHUIIACH, KAKYIO
13 HUX BbIOpaTh. [TonoxauTe JTydilie HEMHOTO, Che3/IUTE JOMOM,
o0ymaiTe Bce CIIOKOWHO M Yepe3 Mecsil] BO3BpalaTech K Ham
cHoBa. Kak BaMm HpaBuTCSA Takas uaesi, Muiopa?

Kunkena nokayas roioBo B 3HaK TOTO, YTO UAEsl EMY COBCEM
HE HPaBUTCS.

— Taxk BBHI permmm 0OBeHYAThCS MPSIMO 3aBTpa?

— 3aBTpa MbI yxe Oy/ieM Ha TOJITYTH JOMOM.

— Bb1 ogan?

— MbI 1 HallIM KEHBI.

— Bbl XO0THTE XKEHUTHCS NMPSMO ceryac? — yxxacHyaach [xei-
MH.



— NlmeHHo Tak.

— Ho BHI ke HE MO)eTe. ..

— 41 Bce mory. Mubl yegeM cpazy mocliie OpakocodyeTaHusi, —
TBEPHO CKazall AJiek.

K num nopormen nopa Hanuen ¢ apyms kyOkamu BuHa. [Tpo-
TSIHYB OIMH U3 HUX AJIEKY, OH IIOCMOTPEN Ha CECTEP U BECENIO
KPUKHYJI:

— Ipucoenunsiicsa k Ham, Mepu. Mbl He Kycaemcsl.

Mepu ObICTpPO MepeceKJia 3a1 U BCTajia PSIIOM C CeCTPOW.

— 41 u He mpeanonarana, 4YTo Bbl KyCaeTech, — CKa3aja OHa.

Anek u JlaHuen oTiuiIu U3 KyOKOB U MPOTSIHYJIM UX CECTPaM.

Te apyKHO 3aMOTaJIM FOJIOBAMH.

— Opun motouek, Mepu, — nonpocuit [lanuen, Beceno noa-
MUTUBAs JIEBYIIKE.

Autex ObLT OoJIee TBEPI:

— Brinieit BuHO, JI)keliMu, U 10 KOHIIA.

«B03MO)HO, 3TO KaKOW-TO MIOTIAHJICKUI 00bIYai», — MOMIY-
masia Jxeiivu, mpuHumas Kyook. [Tog mpucTagbHBIM B3TJISIOM
HIOTJIAH/ILIA OHA OCYIIIWJIA €r0 U BEPHYJIA XO35IMHY.

Anex B3s1 1aoHb [KeiiMu 1 OBEpHYJI ee K ceOe ThIIbHON
cropoHoii. Ero B3opy npeacrany MHOTOYMCIIEHHbIE [IAPAHbI 1
nopesbl. JleByIliKa MomnbITanach BHIAEPHYTh PYKY, HO OH KPEIKO
Jepxai ee. Mepu Toxe ocymmia KyOok u riepeaasa ero JlaHnue-
JIy, U OH, KaK U €ro TOBapulll, B3sJ1 €€ JIaJJOHb U CTaJl pAaCCMaTpPU-
BaTh. MyXUMHBI CPABHUBAJIM PYKH JEBYILIEK — MSATKYIO M HEX-
HyI0 KucTh Mepu 1 3arpy0eBIiyio oT padoThl JagoHb xeidmu —



¥ OOMEHMBAJTUCh BIIEYATIICHUSIMUA Ha POTHOM KEJIbTCKOM SI3bIKE.
Ho JIxeiimu nx nonnmana. OHa rycro MOKpacHesla v crpsiTaia
pyKH 3a criuHy. «KakoMy ere oCKOpOJIIEHHI0 OHU TIOJBEPrHYT
MeHsI?» — AyMaJjia oHa.

— 3ayeM HaMm HYKHO ObUIO NMUTHh BUHO? — cripocuia Mepu. —
Oro oObIvuaii Baiei crpanbl? Mbl Tak Majio 3HaeM O MIOT/IAH/I-
nax! — OHa notynuia B3I,

—Mepu, Hey:keu Thl HUKOT/IA He CIIBIIIANA, YTO OOJIbIIIe BCETO
TMOOST MOTIAHAIBI? — TouHTepecoBasics [laHues, oIMUruBast
AJtexy.

— A yt0 oHM MOOAT? — cpocuia Mepu, noOesieB OT cTpaxa.

— Ila, y HUX ecTb Tpu c1adOCTH, — OTBETHII, CMesICh, [laHuern.

— Cnaboctu? — nepecrnpocuna Mepu, 6poCHB Ha CECTpPY OCTO-
POXHBIM B3MIsSA. — Her, 1 HUKorga He ciblajia HU O YeM MO-
JTOOHOM.

— Torpa s1 momkeH mpocBeTUTh Tebds1, — ckazan Januen.

— Her, Her, He Haji0! — 3akpuyana Mepu.

Anek ciennn 3a BelpakeHueM jmna xervu. OHa MIMPOKO
OTKpbLIa I71a3a, CTapasCh HE MPOIYCTUTh HU OJHOro cioBa [la-
HUesa. AJieK TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK pacTeT B HEM eslaHue oOma-
natb eto. [lycTb OHa aHITIMYaHKa, HO OH AOJIKEH 3aBJIaJIETh ee
cepaueM. OHa JOKHA PUHAJIEKATD TOJILKO EMY OTHOMY.

— Mepu, noporas, — npooikai Mexay TeM Jlanuen, — Heyxe-
JIY ThI ¥ BIIPAB/Y HE XOUEIllb 3HATh, YTO JIOOST MIOTIaH/LIBI O0JTb-
111e Bcero Ha cBete? Bcemy Mupy M3BECTHO, UTO OHU JTIOOST CUJTh-
HBIX JIOIIAJEH, KUPHBIX OBEL M HEKHBIX JKEHIIVH.



— U1 uMmeHHO B 3TOM TOpsiAKe, — A00aBUI AJleK, HE3aMETHO
MOJMUTHYB JPYTYy.

— CoBep11eHHO BEepHO, — cormtacuics Januen.

JlxeiMU HEIOBEPUMBO IepeBesia B3N Ha Ausieka. Heyxe-
i buk pacckazan um? «Hamo Oyaer nath emy Xoporiyio B30y4-
Ky», — pEIlnJIa OHA.

Hanuen nopomen kK Mepu ¥ HEXHO MOTpenaj ee Mo IIEKeE.
OT ynvBJIeHUs OHA 3aCThUIA HA MeCTe U POOKO MOJHSIA Ha HETO
rasa.

— ¥ MeHs yxe ecTb CWiIbHad Jiowmaab, Mepu, — ckasan [lanu-
es. — YTo ke KacaeTcs OBell, UX MHOIO Ha HAIIMX TOPHBIX MACT-
oumiax. A BOT 4ero y MeHsl HeT, TaK 3TO HEKHOW U KeJAaHHOU
JKEHIIMHBI, U MHE Obl OUeHb XOTEJIOCh UMETh €€, HECMOTPSI Ha TO
YTO 3Ta KEHIIMHA CTOUT IOCJIEIHEN B HAILIEM CIUCKe. S Xoren
Obl UMETh TaKYIO KEHIIMHY, Kak Thl, Mepu.

— Ho s He HexHas, — 3aMeTua, BCIbIXHYB, Mepu.

— Tol He TONMBKO HEXHAsA, HO U KpacuBasi, Kak MaliCKOe yTpo.

Mepu rycro nokpacHena:

— 51 BOBCe He KpacuBasi, MUJIOPA, U, KPOME TOr'0, OUYEHb HETO-
CIIyILIHAS.

Ona nocmorpena B masza aHueny, crapasch NpUAaTh CBOE-
MY JIMIy CEpIUTOE BHIPaKEHHE, HO €ro JIACKOBAs yJIBIOKA U €ro
CJIOBa TPOHY/U ee cepaile. «MOXeT, s U Ha caMOM Jiesie Takast
KpacuBasi?» — nogymana Mepu.

B 310 Bpemst Onu3Hels cHOBa 3apbiaaiiy, u [lxeidmMu yxe Obl-
JIa TOTOBA OTPYTaTh MX 3a IUIOXO€E MOBEJIEHUE B IIPUCYTCTBUU I'0O-



CTeH, HO TYT €il MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OJIHY U3 CECTEP YK€ BbI-
Opayii B KEHBI U, CTAJIO ObITh, y HUX €CTh OCHOBAHUS TOJIOCUTD
Tak oT4yasiHHO. Ha ux mecTte oHa Toe 3aBbuia Obl, KaK BOJIK.

Anex npoaokan HaOmoaaTh 3a [keiiMu ¥ 3aMeTr1, C KaKuM
COUYYBCTBMEM OHA CMOTPUT Ha CECTEP U KaK T€, B CBOIO OUYEPE/ib,
C JIIOOOBBIO ¥ HEXKHOCTBIO CMOTPSIT Ha Hee.

«JlxeriMu IEUCTBUTEITLHO OUYEHb JTIIOOAT B 3TOM JIOME, — pe-
1 AJiek, — He HarpacHo OapoH Tak He XOTesl OT/AaBaTh ee. Xo-
Ts1, BIPOYEM, BO3MOKHO, OH PYKOBOJICTBOBAJICSI COBCEM MHBIMHU
COOOpaKEHUSIMU> .

Kunkeiin ObUT HENMPEKJIOHEH B CBOeM pellieHud. bapoH e,
YyTh HE I1a4a, IPUBOANJI JOBO/bI, OJHU [JIyTIEE APYTUX, IOYEMY
OH HEe MOJXKET OT/JIaTh eMy B jkeHbI JxkeiiMu. M3 3TuX 6ecCBA3HBIX
00bsicCHeHNI AJieK TOHsUI, uTo JI’keiiMu HykHa OapoHy CKopee
KaK X03siiKa, Ha IJIeYyax KOTOPOH Jie)KaT MHOTOUUCIICHHBIE 00s1-
3aHHOCTH. Tenepp NOHATHO, MOUYEMY y HEe TaKUe HATPYKEHHbIE
pyku. Her, nesno BoBce He B 100BU, OAPOH JyMaeT JIMIIb O CBO-
ux ynoOctBax. [xeiimu 17151 Hero — OecruiaTHast pabOTHUIIA, a He
camasl Jooumast 04b.

B 3an B6exan ciyra. Bpocus Ha 6apoHa pacTepsiHHbIN B3IJISA,
OH mioOesxait K [I>KeiiMu U IIerHyI, YTO K 3aMKy UAET CBSIIEH-
HUK.

— OH oOnayeH B Mpa3JHUYHYIO PsICY, MHCC, — JOOABUII CITyTa.

— Xopol110, 4TO Thl peaynpean Hac, [xxopmx. [lpusean or-
na Yapne3a crona. Tel X0ouels NpUHATH y4acTue B OpauHOM 1ie-
peMoHun?



— 41 He oger 1A Takoro ciyyvas. . .

— Ml To)e, [xopmxk, — npomenTaia xenmu.

— Ioiiau u nepeoaenbest, Mepu, — npukaszan [lanuen. — Mue
HpPaBATCS 30JI0TUCTbIE 1BeTa. Ecu y Te0st ecTh 1iaTbhe Takoro
I[BETA, HAJIEHb €ro, YToObl CleIaTh MHE MPUATHOE, a €CITU HET,
TO croguTcs U Oenoe. Sl JKeHioch Ha Bac, Jeau Mepw.

Ot HeoxugaHHOCTU Y Mepu 3aKkpyKujiach TojioBa, U OHA YK
ObLI0 coOpasiach yracth B 0OMOpOK, HO Kpenkue pyku JlaHuena
BOBpeM: OAXBaTuiu ee. OH rPOMKO pacCMesiiCs U MPUKa Ae-
BYIIKY K TPYIH.

— 3910 OT pagocty, laHuen, — 3amMeTun AJiek.

— He comHeBaioce.

HaOmonas 3a stoii ciienoi, [xeiimu pazosimuiack. OHa cep-
JUTO MTOCMOTpeJia Ha AJieka.

— WTak, koro u3 OJIM3HEIOB Bl OepeTe B kKEeHbI? — CIIpOoCcHia
OHa.

— Huxkoro.

— Hukoro?

JlxerimMu Bce ellle HUYero He moHMMasa. AJiek B3IOXHYI:

—Hanens camoe HapsiiHoe muiathbe, xerimu. S mpearnouen Obl
OeJbIl 1IBET, HO, BIIpoueM, TeOe pemarb. Hy 9To e Thl CTOMIIb ?
Vke T03[THO, a HaM HaJI0 TOPOITUTLCS B OOPATHBIN MYTb.

KuHkeliny Ka3ajoch, YTO OH TOBOPUT OUEHb MSTKO.

JlKerMH ke 4yausioch, 4To OH coulell ¢ yMma. Korna HakoHery
OHa IMOHSIJIA, YTO MPOUCXOUT, TO C y’KacOM IIOCMOTpeJia Ha AJie-
Ka.



— Ckopee 3emJisl IPEBPATUTCS B JIE/, YEM s BbIIY 32 Bac 3a-
My:K, Musiopa! — 3akpuyania xenmu.

— Kak pa3 takoii u 6siBaer noroga B Ilotianauu 3umon, J10-
poras. Tebe cam bor Benen crtarh Moei JKeHOH.

— Huxkorna!

PoBHO 4yepe3 wac negu [IxerMu [IkeMMUCOH cTayna XEeHOU
Aneka Kunkenna.



I'nmaBa 4

Ha cBoe BeHuanue [[xeiimu Hajena yepHoe miarbe. OHa BbI-
Opasia 3TOT 1BET, YTOObI PA303JIUTh MIOTIAH/IA, HO, K COXaie-
HUIO, €€ 3aMbIcel poBayiIcs. YBuaes xerimu B uepHoM, KnH-
Kel/l TONbKO IPOMKO paccMmesiics. Ero cMex ryiko nmpokaruics
1o 3a71y. C MOTOJIOUHBIX OAJIOK MOCHINANACH MbLTb.

Ecnu 6wt [ xeiiMu 3HaJIa, KaK eMy HPaBUTCS €€ He3aBUCUMBIN
HpaB, OHA HUKOT/Ia ObI He ToBeJa ce0s1 MoA0OHBIM 00pa3oM. Ate-
Ky, HEHaBU/ISIIEMY JKEHCKHE CJie3bl, OblIa 10 JAyIlle ee CTPOII-
TUBOCTb. I 4T0OBI JOCamuTh emy, [IKeidMu 0CcTaBagoCh TOJIBKO
3apeBeTh Kak Oemyre. Ho oHa Tak ke, kak u KuHkeiin, HeHaBH-
nena cnessl. HecMoTpst Ha cBoe oTuasiHMe, AEBYIIKA Benaa ceOst
Kak KoposieBa. B3rsa ee OblT OJOH JOCTOMHCTBA, CTaH IMPsSIM,
JBUKEHU IU1aBHbI. Takas He CKJIIOHUT IOJIOBY HU Mepell KakuMU
TPYAHOCTAMMU. Y Hee TBEP/bIA XapaKTep, U HET B HEM MeCTa JKeH-
CKUM ciaboctsam. Takue MbICTH TPOHOCKIIUCH B TOJIOBE AJieka,
HaOmoaBIIero 3a OyayIei KeHowu.

Jlxefimu ObUTa ofleTa Kak Ha MOXOPOHBI, HO BBIIJIsAJENA Kak
HeBecTa. «Jlo Jero xe oHa npekpacHa! — nyman Anek. — 4, Ha-
BEpHOE, HUKOT/Ia He TPUBBIKHY K €€ KpacoTe, M OHa Bceraa Oyaer
BOCXMILATH MEHSI».

Ilxerimu ObLTa 1St AJieka 3araakoi. HecMoTpst Ha cBoe aH-
IJIUACKOE MPOUCXOXKAEHUE, OHA, OIHAKO, SIBHO OblJIa He POOKOTO
JecsiTka. «Kak Takoe 4ygo Morjio nosiBUTbCSl HA 3TOU 3emuie? —



cnparmmBai cedst Anek. — M kakoe cyacTbe, 4TO €l HeBegoMa
TIOJTHAS pa3Bpara XU3Hb Ipu 1Bope Kopos!.. Crnasa 6ory, B Jie-
v J[>keliMy HeT HU OJIHOUM OTBPATUTENILHOM YePThl, KOTOPBIX TaK
MHOT'O Y 9TUX MPE3PEHHbIX aHIJINYAHOK |»

W ocoGeHHO yaayHo, 4TO OApOH YIessyI TaK Majio BHUMAaHUS
CBOUIM JIOUEPsIM, TAKUM 00Pa30M He YCIIEB X UCTIOPTUTh. AJIeK
MOCMOTpeJT Ha OapoHa, T JIMITY KOTOPOTrO TIOTOKOM TEKJIM CJie-
3bl, U MEPENONHUIICH pe3peHreM. Kak MOoXeT B3pOoCiblil Yeslo-
BEK Tak HeJOCTONHO BecTH ceds1? OT oTBparieHns AJieka repe-
JEPHYJIO.

— INane Tak *kasb paccTaBathcs ¢ Hamu! — mporenTana J{xei-
MU, KOTJIa BMECTO OTBETa Ha BOMPOC CBSIIIEHHUKA «KTO OyJer
BBIJIaBaTh JOYEpeit 3aMyk», OapoH 3apbiga emie rpomue. — [1a-
a He BbIHECET Pa3IyKHU.

IlxeliMu He cMOTpena Ha AJieka, Korja TOBOpHJIa 9TH CJIOBa
B 3aIIUTY OapoHa, HO OH MOHSLI, YTO OHA MIPOCUT U €r0 IPOCTUTD
MX HECUACTHOTO OTLA U €r0 HEAOCTOMHOE MYKUMHBI [TOBEJICHUE,
YTO OHA B3BIBAET K €r0 CepIly, IOHUMAasl, KaKKe 4yBCTBA BhI3BAJI
B HEM IUIauyIuy [ kenMucoH.

Cama Toro He Benas, [xeiiMu oOHapy:xuia niepes MOTIaHI-
LIEM €l1Ie OJJHY YEePTY CBOETO XapaKkTepa — npeJaHHocTh. [Ipenan-
HOCTb TeM, KOT0 OHa JIIOOUT. VI 3TOro ObUIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI
AJiek ctaj cMOTpeTh Ha Hee, Kak Ha CBATYIO.

JlxeiMU He cMelia MOAHATh IJ1a3a U KPENKo Jepxkalia CecTpy
3a pyky. Jdanuesn crosn no npasyio pyky ot Mepu, a AJiek psiom
¢ Ixeumu, cnesa. OH MOJOKWI PyKy € Ha IIJIEYO U TECHO ITPH-



JKaJICsl K Hel.

JI7KEeMH TOIBITANACh BBIPBATHCSA, HO AJIEK KPENKO CKAMAJ
ee ryeyo. Toraa nonsiTanack BeIpBathess Mepu, Ho [Januen mpe-
CeK 3Ty TOMBITKY, OOHsB ee. [xeiiMu HeHaBuena ceds 3a To,
qTo Tak OGoutcsi Ajeka. PaHbilie 4yBCTBO cTpaxa ObLIO HEBENIO-
MO €H. «ITO MOTOMY, YTO OH TAKOM OTPOMHBIM, — yTOBapUBaJla
oHa ce0s. — OH HaBHC HAJI0O MHOM, Kak rpo3oBas Tyuda». Jlaxe
€ro 3arax — 3arax 3JJ0pOBOr0 MYKCKOTO TeJa, KOTOPbIU P APY-
rux oocrositenbcTBax IxeiiMu Haruia Obl, MOXKATYH, TPUSATHBIM,
ObLT ceiiyac HEeHaBUCTEH €.

Mexay Tem otel Yapib3 MpoOYUTaT MOJIMTBY U IPUCTYIIHII K
00psiny BeHuaHusi. OH oOpaTuiicsi K Mepu U ClipocuJI, XOUeT Jiu
OHa ctatb keHol Januena? Mepu XuxukHysa, Kak Oy/1To BOIpoc
MOKa3aJjics el OUeHb CMEIIHbIM, U OTBETHJIA:

— Ilo mpaBae roBops, HET, OTELL.

JlxeriMM HaXoqWJIach Ha rpaHu uctepuku. Eil coBceM He xoTe-
JIOCh BBIXOAMTH 3aMY’K 32 9TOr0 My:kJ1aHa 1o umeHu Anek Kun-
kei1. Ero 6epo Ko eii Teso, a B3I MPOXUTAT TYIITY.

Ortenr Yapib3 nbitascs JoOUThCs OT Mepu HyKHOTO 7151 TIPO-
JOJIKEHU S LIEpEMOHUM OTBETa, a J[elMU TeM BpeMEHEM J1yMa-
J1a, 4To OBl €M MPeNPUHSATH, YTOO N30eKaTh 3aMyKecTBa. Y Hee
Jla’ke MeJIbKHYJIA MBICJTb OTTOJIKHYTh IMOTJIAH/IA W POCTO cOe-
KaTh.

Kak Obl mpountaB ee MbICIH, AJieK ele Kpermue oOXBaTHl
JlxeiiMu 32 IJIeYH U ellie TeCHee MPUKaCs K Hel.

JlKeMH TOoNBITAJIaCh BBIPBATHCSA, HO HampacHo. Torma oHa



HIENIOTOM TOMPOCHIIA OTITYCTUTH ee. OTBETOM el ObLJI0 MoTJYa-
HUE.

[ToTepsB BesKylo HaieK Ly OCBOOOAUThCS, [lxeiiMu mocMoTt-
pesia Ha Mepu u ckazana:

— He crout ynpsimuTtbesi, cectpa. OTKa3bIBasiCh BHIXOAUTH 3a-
MyX 3a JlaHuena, Tel ujielib MPOTUB BOJIU KOPOJIS.

— Ho ecnu 51 ckaxy, 4To coryiacHa CTaTh )K€HOU 3TOro 4yeso-
BEKa, TO COJITY U TeM pa3rHeBaio locnoza Haiero, — oTBeTHIA
Mepnu.

— Pagu 6ora, Mepwu, k uemy crioputs? OTBeTh 0TIy Yapib3y.

Mepu nouyBCTBOBaJIa pa3/ipakeHue B roioce CecTphbl U, Mo-
BEPHYBIINCH K CBAILIEHHUKY, OTBETUJIA:

— Hy xopoitio, 51 cornacHa. — Mepu nepeBesna B3ruisi Ha [l xei-
mu. — Teneps Tol JOBONIBHA, cecTpa? Thl 3acTaBUIa MEHS COJITATb.

— 4 Te0s 3acTaBuna?

['HeB, Mpo3ByyYaBIIMN B 3TUX CJIOBaX, OOJbIIIE OTHOCUJICS K
AJeKy, KOTOPBII B 3TO BPeMsI HEKHO MOITIaKUBAI €€ IIEI0.

Oren; Yapib3 onoOpuTeIbHO KUBHYI, YIOBIETBOPEHHBIN.

Hacrynuna ouepenp Jxenmu u Asneka.

— Baiuie nosiHoe ums1, MuIopa? — COPOCKIT CBAILIIEHHUK.

— Anek Kunkein.

Orteny Yapnb3 cHoBa KuBHYJI. OOpEUeHHOCTh, TasIasiCs B
NpeKkpacHbIX azax [xeiiMu, TpeBOXuMIA €ro Aylly, U OH CIe-
IIWJI 3aKOHYMUTh LIepeMOHMI0 BeH4yaHus. CnpammBas [xenMu,
coiacHa JIM OHa crTaTh keHou Ayieka KuHkelga, OH B CIIEIIKE
OITyCTHUJI CJIOBO «JJOOPOBOJILHOY.



— JoOpoBonbHO? — moackazana [[xeiimu. OHa coOpasach ¢
IyXOM, YTOOBI CKa3aTh, KAaK OHAa HA CAMOM [IeJie OTHOCHTCSI K
HMIOTJIaHAIY ¥ OpaKy ¢ HUM, HO masibiibl KrHKeina Bowmich ei
B LIEIO.

«[loxoxe, oH cobupaercst 3aaylINTh MEHs», — MOoayMasa
JIkeriMu, TIBITasiCh OCBOOOAUTHCS, HO AJIEK TOJIBKO Kperrde CxKu-
MaJ ee. B ero B3misze ckBo3uiia yrpo3a. 9TOT HAJMEHHbIA MY K-
JIaH, BHE BCSKOI'O COMHEHM S, 3ayIINUT €€, MIONbITAKCS OHA MPO-
WU3HECTHU CJIOBO «HET».

[Manbupl Asieka Bce Kkperue cxkumaid mew xenmu, u oHa
MIOYTH HEBOJILHO BBIJIOXHYJIA!

- Ha.

CBsIIEHHUK OOJIErYeHHO B3/IOXHYJI U OBICTPO 3aBEPILWI Iie-
PEMOHMIO.

Mepu BbIpBasiach U3 pyk [aHuena u mobexana K ABepH, HO
OH B JIBa CY€Ta HACTUT €€, 3aKJTI0UMJ B OObATHUS M KPEMKO MOoIe-
JIOBAJI, HE CTECHSISICh IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX. Mepu, Kak MOHUKIIIHA
LIBETOK, YPOHWJIA TOJIOBY €EMY Ha IPyb.

bausHelpl, Kak MONOXKEHO, 3apbliajid, OapoH 3armblXTel, a
JlKeriMH 3aX0TeJI0Ch YMEPETh TYT ke, Ha MeCTe.

Kunkeiig He TopornuJcs ¢ nouenyeM. PacctaBuB Horu u yne-
peB pyKH B OOKa, OH MOJTYa CMOTPEJT Ha CKJIOHEHHYIO TOJIOBY XKe-
HBI.

Mosyanue 1usoch, u JxeiiMu roroBa Oblia MOKJISICTHCS, UTO
OH ITPOCTOMUT TaK BCIO HOUb, €CJIM OHA HE B3IJISIHET HA HETO.

Ceparie ee cuIbHO 3a0MJIOCH, M OHA TIONHsLIA Ha AJieka poO-



KWW B3IJIAI.

Ero rmaza, ka3anoch, ObUIM XOJIOAHBIMU, HO B HUX 3aTawi-
cs1 crpax. «Kakue e OHM TeMHbIe U O€37J0HHbIE», — TOyMaJia
xenmu.

BHe3ammHO AJiek HarHyscsl M 3aKJIIOUMI ee B 0ObsATHS. B3siB
Jlxerimu 3a TogOOPOJIOK, OH ToresioBan ee. [orenyit ObUT 107-
TUM U... YAUBUTEIBHO HEXHBIM.

[ouenyi pacronui cepaue xeimMu, Kak CONHIE — CHer. Y
Hee He ObLJIO HU CUJI, HU XKeJIaHHs COMPOTUBIATHCS. Korma ryost
YX OTOPBAJINCH APYT OT 1pyra, [KerMu mocmMorpena Ha Myxa,
TIBITASICh TIOHSATh, YTO OH Celuac 4yBCTBYeT.

AJek, B CBOIO Ouepeb, HE OTBOAWII [J1a3 OT JKeMu U BUAET,
Kak oHa cMyileHa. [Toxoxe, IeByIIKa HU pa3y He 1eJ0BaJIach.
Cruierast najiblipl, OHA MBITAJIACh COPABUTHCS C BOTHEHUEM.

«Kakue cnagkue y Hee ryObl», — mogymai AJieK, U eMy CHOBa
3aX0TeJI0Ch MOIIEJIOBATh UX.

— Ceitvac?! — kpuk Mepu pa3opBa CTOSIBIIYIO B 3aJi€ TUILIHU-
Hy. — JI’KelMH, OHU XOTAT yBE3TH HAC MPAMO cervac!

— Cecrpa, HaBepHOE, Yero-To He NoHsIa? — cnpocuia xen-
MU Myka. — Bbl Befib He yezieTe Tak ObicTpo?

— Venem, — otBeTi1 Ajiek. — Y Hac ¢ /JlaHuesnomM JjomMa MHOTO
neit. Yepes yac Mbl OTIIPABIIAEMCA B IIyTh.

JlxermMu MOHsLIa €ro Tak, 4To 0 HUX ¢ Mepu cervac HeT peuw,
U YTO, BO3MOXXHO, OHU TOJTy4aT Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi CBOOOLY.
Bosich nokaszarh CBOM MCTMHHbBIE UyBCTBA, OHA MMOCMOTpEa Ha
Kunkenaa 1 0OCTOpokHO Cipocuia:



— Pa3gBe BBl HE OcTaHerech ¢ HaMu O0oOeIaTh?

HetpyaHo ObLJIO TPOCTETUTD X0, €€ MBICJICH: BCIIBIXHYBIIANA
paloCThiO B3MVISAJ BbAABAN €€ ¢ rojoBou. «Heyxemu oHa Ha-
CTOJIBKO HauBHAa?» — nogyMai Asiek. Emy crasno cmenHo. [lxen-
MU ke OblJIa cefiuac TaKoW Cephe3HOW U TIOJTHOM HaJIEXKIbI.

B oTBer Ha ee HaBOAAIIMI BOIIPOC OH MOJIYA MMOKAYasl ToJo-
BOM1, TaBasi IOHSITh, YTO 0OeaTh OHU HE OCTAHYTCHI.

Jl’xefiMi TOYyBCTBOBaJIa HEOOBIYHOE OOJIeryeHne — JIBepb
TIOPbMBI PACIIaXHYJIACh, M OHa CHOBA Ha CBOOO[IE.

CBoOona, Kak 3To mpekpacHo! 3HaunT, MX Opak ObUT IMyCTOM
(popmanbHOCTBIO? Kak ke oHa He moHsna 3toro cpazy? Ilor-
JIaH/ILIBl TIPOCTO BBIMOMHSIM TpeboBaHue Koposs. CKopo OHU
BEPHYTCS TIOMOW K CBOMM, OJTHOMY Bory n3BecTHbIM, 0OsI3aHHO-
CTsIM, OCTaBMB HOBOOPAYHBIX Ha WX POMHON 3emJe. Takue Opa-
KM He peakocTb. [lxeliMu Jaxe pa3o3iauiach Ha ce0si: Kak OHa
Cpazy He Jorajiajnach, 4YTo Bce 3TO MpecTaBieHue He Oosee yeM
nrytka. CKOJIBKO HEPBOB U CUJT OHa Obl coepersa!

W3 rpyau [IxeiiMu BoIpBasiCs B310X OOnerdeHus. MbICIeHHO
oHa obparuiack k ['ocriony Bory, mooberas eMy MOCTUTHCS POB-
HO JBEHAUATh JHEW.

— BoI korga-HuOyah ele nprieere B AHITIMIO? — CIpOCHIia
JIxeriMu, cTapasich ObITh PaIyIIHON XO3SHKOM.

— Tospbko BOMHA 3aCTaBUT MEHSI BEPHYThCS CIOJla, — OTBETUII
Kunkeiin. [IxeiiMu HaxMypuiack. «/lyOMHa HeoTecaHHas1, — TMO-
JdyMaJia OHa, — JIa)Ke He TMBITAeTCs ObITh BEXKJIUBBIM, 4 3HAUUT, U
MHe He3aueM COOMTIoIaTh XOPOIie MaHepbl». [ 0pao BCKUHYB ro-



JIOBY, OHA MMOBEPHYJIACh K AJIEKY CITIMHOW U HAIPaBUJIACh K OTILY.

— Ve TeMHeeT, MIJIopH, — OpOocHiIa OHa uepes Tuiedo. — Bam
JIy4Iiie TIOTOPOIUTHCS.

IlxeliMu xoTesa 100aBUTh, UTO pajia OblIa TO3HAKOMUTHCS C
HUM, HO, BOBPEMSI BCTIOMHHMB, YTO JIOXKb OOJIBIIION I'PeX, MPOMOJI-
yaja.

— Cobupaii Bey 1 mipornaiicst ¢ cembeit, J[keiimMu, moka Ml ¢
JlaHuenom cejaeM Jiolnaaeu, — mpukasan AJiek, — J1a OOBICT-
pee.

— D10 Kacaetcs u Teds1, MepH, — Becesio noaxsati Januen.

— 3ayeM Tak cnemmTsb? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Ham ¢ Anekom He XoTenoch Obl POBECTH ellle OAHY HOUb
Ha Barley 3eme, — oTBeTr1 Jlanuesn. — Mbl TOJKHBI TTPEOA0IETh
XOpoIllee PACCTOSIHUE MPEXK]IE, YeM HOUb CITYCTUTCS Ha 3EMITIO.

JlxeliMu yxe TOfIONLIAa K CTOJY, HO, YC/IbIIIAB cjioBa AJjieka
u o0bsicHeHus JlaHuena, 3acThilia Kak BkomaHHas. OHa ObICTpO
o0epHyJIach M 3aKpUvaa:

— Munopn, BbI ke XOTeM OCTaBUTh MeHs aoMa?! Pa3se Han
Opak He CBEepIIICS JIMIIb 0 BOJie KOpoJisi?

AJeK, HanmpaBJIsIBIIUICS K ABEPU, OCTAHOBUJICS U BIIJISIHYI
Ha J[xenmu.

— Jla, *eHa, Hatr Opak CBepIIUJICS TI0 BOJIE. .. — OTBETHII OH. —
ITo moeit Bone. Thl MeHS1 MOHUMAaEIIb?

— Her, He nonumaio, — otBeTriia [lxeiimu, crapasich He oOpa-
aTh BHUMAHUS Ha TPO3HBIA BUJ IIOTJIAH/IIIA U €T0 3bIYHBIN IO-
JIoC.



JIxeiMH TIONBITAJIACh TIPUAATh ceOe CTOJb K€ TPO3HBIN BH/I,
HO CPBIBAIOIIMIACS To0C Bl ee. OHa MOHsIA TO MO YJIbIOKe
MyXka.

— Co BpeMeHeM Thbl XOPOILIO HAYUYMIIIbCS NTOHUMAaTh MEHs, —
3ameTra1 Anek. — Jlaio Tebe yecTHOE CII0BO.

K uemy en ero cioBo, Bce U Tak MOHATHO. OH AEWCTBUTEIBHO
ucuaaue aga. Yro tonky cnoputs?.. Kak Toneko Kunkenn ncues
3a JBepbIo, IMa3a Jxeiimu HanoaHWIMCh cne3aMu. OHa OIyCTH-
Jlach B KPECIIO U JaJia BOJIIO PhIIAHUSIM.

Jlxerimu ObLTa CJIMIITKOM PpacCTPOEeHa, YTOOB COOMpPATh BEIIIH,
1 OJIM3HELIbl IOMOIJIU €H, 1aB CECTPe BO3MOKHOCTD MOIPOIIATh-
sl C OTLIOM.

K tomy BpemeHu, kora OJM3Hels BEpHYIUCh, Mepu Oblia Ha
rpaHy UCTepuKd. KpuKHYB «IpomanTe», OHa Iyl BbIIETENA
U3 3aJ1a.

— Bort TBOM Bemm, [IxeiimMu, — cka3zana ArHec. — OcrajibHOE s
TIIATEJbHO yHakylo u nepenuto B [lloTnanauio, Benp 3Ta crpaHa
HE TaK yXK U JAJIEKO OT HalIEH.

— 4 mpunnmo TBOM MpeKpacHble TOOeNeHbl, — Mmoodernana
Anuca. — Knsinych, Mbl HU4ero He 3a6yziem. Thbl ObICTPO IPUBBIK-
Helllb K CBOEMY HOBOMY JIOMY.

— Anuca, 51 yKe BCce cKaszajia cecTpe, — oonaenach ArHec. —
[ToyeMy ThI Bcerja crapaenibcsi ObITh Jiydie MeHsi? [Ixerimu, s
nosioxkuiia Tebe B CyMKY I1ajib TBOEH MaMbl U JIEKapCTBa.

— Cniacu60, cecTpuukm, — ckaszana JxeiiMu, ooHUMast OJ1m3-
HsIeK. — 5 Oymy ckydars Oe3 Bac. Bel Mo cambie pogHbIE U JTO-



OuUMBIE.

— Twi Takas xpabpast, — mpomienTana ArHec. — Thl TaKk XOpOIIIO
aepxuibes. S1 61 ymMeprna ot crpaxa. BoiiiT 3aMmyk 3a denoBe-
Ka, KOTOPBIH. . .

—[Nokany¥icra, He TOBOPH O HEM, CECTPa, — IpolenTaia Au-
ca. — [lymaemn, [xeiiMu Jierko OyieT KUTh C MBICIBIO, UYTO OH
yOMJT CBOIO KeHy?

— Ho moxer ObITh, 3TO TOJBKO CIyXU? — OTBeTWJIa ATHec.
JIKeiMH OYeHb XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI CECTphl 3aMordasid. VX cioBa
ere OOJTbIIe PACCTPANBAIIH €e.

Bapon [IxeiMucoH AoTpoHyscs 10 xermu, MblTasich MpU-
BJIeYb K ceOe ee BHUMaHMe.

— be3 Te0s 51 uepes Hefiemo yMpy, — 3aXHbIKaJ OH. — KTo rpu-
roTOoBUT MHE e1y? KTo BhICITylIaeT MOM pacckasbl?

— C 1o0oii Bce OyaeT Xopollo, nana. Anvca 1 ArHec rno3a0o-
TATCA 0 TeOe. — [IxeliMu HarHyIach U MoLesIoBaja OTLaA B J100. —
[Moxanyiicta, namna, He Tadb. Mbl ¢ Mepu Oyniem HaBemmaThb Te-
o 1. ..

Jl;xeriMH He MoTJ1a 3aKOHYUTh (ppasy. OHa 3Hasa, 4TO FOBOPUT
Herpasay. Hukoraa e 6osbiie He yBuaeTs otia! Ee mup, Takoit
CIIOKOWHBIN 1 O€3MSATEKHBIN, PyXHYJ B OJHO MTHOBEHUE.

Msicin [Ixerumu Mpou3Heca BCIyX ATHec:

— MBbI Beib HUKOIJa HE YBUIMMCS CHOBA, cecTpa. lymato, oH
He MO3BOJIUT TeOe MpHe3kaTh JOMOM.

— O6emaio, 4To HaIy CIIOCOO HABECTUTh Bac, — MPOIIENTa-
na JIxeiiMu cKBO3b ciie3bl. ['ocnony, KakiM ke TPYAHBIM ObLIO



npoinaxue!

Bapon [I)xeiiMruCcOH TpoAomKasl 00pMOTaTh CKBO3b PhIAAHMS,
YTO MIOTJIAHIIBI 0OOKPaJU €10, yBe/Isl CaMoe JIyUIliee, UTO y Hero
ObLI0, — MOOMMBIX J0ouepeit. Kak oH Tereppb Oyaet xuth? [Ixei-
MU U130 BCEX CUJI CTapasiach YCIIOKOUTb OTIIA, HO YeM OOJIbIIIe OHA
MIPOM3HOCHJIA HEXHBIX CJIOB, TEM TOPIIIE PhiIaT OapoH.

Ha nomonps [Jxerimu npunies buk. OH nonsiTancs yBecTu Je-
BYIIIKY OT OapoHa, HO TOT KPEMKO CXBaTWJI JI0Ub 32 PYKY M He
ormyckai. JIkeliMu He 3Haja, 4To U AeJiaTh.

— Tebe nopa, [Ixeiimu, — yroapuBas buk. — He Hano 3muth
cBoero myxa. OH ket Tedst Bo 1Bope. [lanuen u Mepu yxe my-
CTWJIUCH B TIyTh. MiiemM co MHOM, feBouka. Briepeau y 1edst HoO-
Bas KM3Hb.

JlackoBbit ronoc buka ycrokows Ixenmu. OHa permmiace,
BBIJIEPHYJIA PYKY M MocieqoBasia 3a crapukom. Ha mopore oHa
xoTesia 00epHyThCsl, HO bk ocraHoBUII ee.

— He ornapapiBaiicss Ha3aj, — cKa3all OH, — U MepecTaHb APO-
katb. [locrapaiics TymMaTh O TOM, CKOJIbKO HOBOTO XJIET TeOs
BIiepeau!

— MmeHHO 31O U myraet MeHsi, — otBeTwia xeiimu. — 4 xe
Hu4ero He 3Haio 0 Kunkeitne, buk. O HeM XoasT Takue cTpaiii-
HBIE CIIyXU! A Ternepb OH MO MYK.

— Yro cpenano, To cruenano. Ceiyac y Te0s1 eCTh TOJBKO JIBa
MyTU: WM Thl €r0 BO3HEHABUJIMIIL M ClENaellb Bally KU3Hb
HECUaCTHOM, WJIM TIOTIOOMIIL €ro 1 OyJIelb CYacT/INBa.

— 41 He XO4uy HEeHaBUJIETb, — IIETHYJIa [JxkerMu.



bBuk ynpiOHyncs: [Ixelimu Bceraa Oblia pa3yMHOM JIEBOYKOM.

— YtoOBl HEHABUIETH, Y TeOsI CIUIIIKOM JI00poe cepriedko. [la
Y He Thl TIepBasi, He ThI MOCAESTHSA. . .

— YTO THI XOYElllb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— MHorue JeByIIKM BBIXOAST 3aMYXK, HE BUJS JI0 CBAIbOBI
CBOUX JKEHUXOB.

— Jla, HO 3T JEBYIIKYU BBIXOAWUIM 3aMYK 32 CBOMX COOTeue-
CTBEHHHUKOB.

— Hemenyienno ycnokotiicsi, — motpedoBas buk, ycrplias xa-
JIOOHBIE HOTKH B rostoce JIxerimu. — Kunkein He oOMauT 1e0s.
A 310 uyBCTBYIO.

— Ortkyna tebe 3HaTh? — cripocwia JxeliMu, 0OepHYBIIIHChH
K crapuky. — ['oBopsT, OH yOus cBoto keHy. Tbl 4TO, 320bUT 00
TOM?

— Heysxenu Tl Bepuib cityxam, xenmu?

— Her, Her, — nocnenHo oTBeTusIa JeByIIKa.

— A nouemy?

JxeriMu moxaJa Ijiedyamu.

— 51 He Mory OOBSICHUTS, — IIPOIIIENTajIa OHA, — HO YTO-TO MOI-
CKa3bIBAEeT MHE, UTO OH He MOT youTh. — OHa B3I0XHYJ1a U 100a-
BWIA: — Bo3aMoOXHO, s ommobaiocs, BUK, HO €ro rjasa... HeT, OH
HE 3JI04 YEJIOBEK.

— Bce 3T1 cityXu — CIUIONIHOM BBIMBICEJ, — 3aKJIIOUMIT CTAPBIA
KOHIOX. — KuHkeiin He youBai ee. S mpsiMo cripocus ero o0 3ToM.

— He moxet ObiTh! — J[’KeliMU HE MOTJIa yAepKaThCsl OT CMe-
xa. — 3a Tako# Bompoc oH yous Obl Te0s1, buk!



— [poknsaTe, — pa3osnuiics crapuk. — MeHs OoJibilie BCero
OecriokouT TBOE Oyjyiree, a He TO, YTO OH CO MHOU MOXKET CJie-
natb. KoHeuHo ke, 51 cripocut ero 00 3ToM, TOJIbKO KOT/Ia y3HaJ,
YTO OH BBIOpas TeOsl.

— Korpa sxe Tbl ycnien 3to caenath? — Haxmypuiach xeimu.

— Kakoe 310 nmeeT 3HaueHue, — MOCIENTHO OTBETUI CTAPUK. —
Ho 51 cpa3y noHsui, uto KuHKein Xopolmi 4enoBeK, CTOMJIO MHE
YBUIIETH €ro JIomaab. — I oBOps 310, BUK CHOBa JIETOHBKO MOJ-
TOJIKHYJI CBOIO TI0OMMHUILy. — Eclii uenoBek XOpoIo OTHOCUTCS
K CBOEW JIOMIA/IU, TO OH OyIeT XOPOIIIO OTHOCUTHCS U K CBOEH
JKEHIIHE.

— Pagu 6ora, Buk, Kak Thl MOXelllb CPAaBHUBATh KEHIIUHY C
Jomaapo? Yto 3a rynas reopusi! Y mouemy Tbl BBITJISIIUILD Ta-
KHUM JIOBOJIbHBIM ?

— V¥ MeHs ecTb Ha TO IPUYUHBI.

Jl;xeriMH1 CHOBa OCTaHOBMJIACh, M BUK CHOBa MOITONKHYII €€.

[TocepeauHe aBopa, mpuaepxkuBas KoHs, cTtosui KuHKew.
TpymHO OBLIO yragath, 4TO OH YyBCTBYET, O 4eM jaymaer. JIu-
110 €ro OCTaBaJIOCh HEMPOHMIIAEMbIM, HO JkeiiMu Oblila TOTOBa
6UThCs1 00 3aKJ1a]], YTO OH HETOBOJIEH CTOJTb JIOJITUM OKUIaHUEM.
Kunkeii1 BoBce He MpOU3BO/IMII BIIeUaTIeHUE YeJIOBEeKa, CIIOCO0-
HOTO JAaTh.

AJiek BO Bce I1a3a CMOTpesT Ha puOnmkaontyiocs keny. Her,
OH HUKOT/Ia He MPUBBIKHET K €€ KpacoTe, K ee TaKUM HeOoObIU-
HbIM T1a3am. «['omy6oe roimy6oMy po3Hb», — BCIIOMHWIT OH CJIOBA
buka. Tenepp AJiek MOHMMAJ, YTO XOTEJ CKa3aTh CTApUK. JTa



KpacuBasi KeHIIMHA BHI30BET HEMAJIO pa3rOBOPOB Ha €ro pOIHOM
3emJie, HO OH He MO3BOJUT ceOe monacTh nop ee Kaomyk. Kun-
KeWJ MPOJOJIKal MPUCTAIBHO paccMarpuBarh [IKeMU, U MbIC-
JI1, TO PaAOCTHBIE, TO NeYasIbHbIEe, CMEHSIS O[IHA JPYTYI0, TPOHO-
CIJINCh B €T0 TOJIOBE: KaKue y Hee 30BYIIHe T'yObl, Kakasi CKJIaj-
Hasi, MajieHbKas purypka! Ero comiemMeHHUKY, KOHEYHO ke, Oy-
IyT 3aBUi0BaTh. Her, oHM He ocMenATCs No3apuThCs Ha TO, YTO
NPUHALJIEXKUAT €My T10 MpPaBy, HO BCE-TAKU HAJIO HE CITyCKaTh C
Hee IJ1a3.

Jlxerimu Oosutack ero. Yto &, 9TO XOPOIIO — kKeHa JOKHA
005IThCSl My3Ka, HO, OTHAKO, TOT CTPax paszapaxali ero. JleByika
ObLJ1a [MOX0’Ka HA YYTKOT'0 OJIEHEHKA, TOTOBOTO COPBATHCSI C MECTa
MIPY MaJIeHITeN ONaCHOCTH.

BhICTphIM JBMKEHMEM HIOT/IAH/IEel] BCKOYMII Ha KoHsA. Mory-
Yuii skepeder] CKOCHIT OTPOMHBIH T71a3 B CTOPOHY KOOBLTHI [l Kei-
MU, KOTOPYIO Bes rpyM. Pe3Basi, o4yBCTBOBAB HE3HAKOMBIW €1
JI0Cesie 3arax camiia, TPOMKO 3apkalia v CTajla pBaThCsl Ha BOJIIO.
AJeK BBIXBAaTWJI MOBOJbS U3 PYK C TPYIOM YIAECPKUBAIOILETO JIO-
1113 MAJIBYMIIKY U MTPUKa3ajl e cToATh. Pe3Bas nmociyanach
TYT Xe€.

Buk crblman npepelBUCTOE JbixaHue [KelMy U MOHSUI, YTO
OHa BOT-BOT ymajieT B 00MOpoK. OH OOHSIT ee 3a IIeYH.

— Bo3bMmu cedst B pyku, 1eBouka. Pa3se s He yumi TeOst ObITh
cmenon?

CrnoBa crapuka BO3bIMEIH JICUCTBUE.

— To1 oOmxkaenib MeHs1, Buk, — orBetwia Jkeiimu, ropao moj-



HSIB TOJIOBY, — sl HE COOMPAIOCh MaaTh B OOMOPOK.

Crapblii KOHIOX cpsiTai ynslOKy. [lepes HUM cTosiia Mmpex-
HsAS XpaOpasi MajibliKa. VI3SIHBIM jKecToM TomoOpaB 100Ky,
Jlxerimu ¢ momortipio brka cena Ha jomaib.

— A ceiluac 1ail MHE CJIOBO BO BCEM CJIYIIAThCSl MyXa, — MPU-
Ka3aJl CTapMK, HEXKHO MOIIaxuBas ee pyky. — [IomMHH, 4TO 3TO
OJIHA U3 CBSILIEHHBIX 3allOBECH.

— $1 He 3HaIO TaKoW 3aMOBE/IN.

— DTy 3arn0Be/lb 3HAIOT B MOEW CTpaHe, — 3aMeTHI1 AJIeK Cy-
POBO.

JIkeiMy HeOBEPUMBO MIOCMOTpena Ha Myska. JIuio ero 6610
TaK ke OeccTpacTHO.

— Bbl noMHUTE O CBOEM OOeIaHu, MUIopH? — cripocut buk.

Anex kuBHyJ. Ilepenas nmoBonpsa Pe3Boul xeHe, OH TPOHYJ
CBOEro KOHSI U, HE OIJISIIbIBASICh, TOCKAKA BIIEpPEI.

Jl’xefiMu IoCMOTpesia eMy BCiIe/l, OKU/1as, YTO OH OCTAHOBUT-
Cs1 U IOOKET ee, Ho KuHKei ]| yke MPoCKaka Mo MogAbeMHOMY
MOCTY U CKpBUICSI U3 BUJLy, TAaK HU Pa3y U HE OIJISIHYBUINCh.

— O kakom obelaHuy Tl TOBOpWJI? — cripocuiia JlxeiiMu cra-
pUKa, TPOHYB JIOIIAb.

— Tebe 310 Oyner HemHTEpecHO. — BUK MmoTymmi1 B3I,

— 51 mpukaspiBaio TeOe CKa3aThb.

— IIpocTo MBI HEMHOTO MOTOBOPUJIM O. .. TBOEH HEBUHHOCTH.

—To ectp?

— Brniepenm y Te0s1 iepBast OpauHast HOUb. Tak Kak s epBbIM
pacckazain Tede 00 OTHOIIEHUSIX MEKTYy MYKYMHON U JKEeHIIH-



HOM, TO 5 cYeJT HeOOXOAMMBIM MpPeAyIPEANTh TBOSTO MYXa. . .

— I'ocnionu, Heyxenu Tl TOBOPWII C HUM O TakMX Benax?! —
npepBaia crapuka [[xeimu.

— Jla, u oH obeman ObITh OYEHb OCTOPOKHBIM, OCOOEHHO B
MIEPBYIO HOYb.

— OH HUKOrAa He JOTPOHETCH 10 MeHs, — 3aBepuia Jlxxenmu,
YYBCTBYS, UTO KpacHeeT. — Thl HampacHO TOBOPHJI C HUM Ha 3TY
TEMY.

— He nyrait mens, neBouka. Thl 10J’KHA IOAUMHATHCS MYKY,
¥ TOIJIa OH, B CBOIO OYepe/b, Oy/eT BHUMATEILHBIM K Tebe. OH
oOeraj MHE 9TO.

— JloBosnbHO, buk! [ yxke ckazana, 4To He MO3BOMIO EMY IO
MEHS1 JOTPOHYThCS.

buk Taxeno B3HoxXHyII:

— Torpa Tebs xayt Henerkue BpemeHa. Cynsi o B3DJIsiiaMm,
KOTOpbIE OH OpocaeT Ha Te0si, Kunkeia yjaoxuT Te0s1 B OCTelb
IIpY TIEPBOM ke yIOOHOM cityuyae. Byab rotoBa K 3TOMY | Jesai
BCE, UTO OH TeOe MPUKaXKeT.

— Kak oH Moxer npukasbiBath MHe?! — Bo3MyTHIach [xenmu.

— He kpuuu Ha MeHs1. TeGe mopa TporatbCs B MyTh.

— Eme munyTKy, buk. Obemait Mue, uro npuezenib B [1lot-
JIAHJUIO, €CJTU YTO-TO CIIyUUTCS IOMA.

— Cayunrca? A 9T0 MOXET 3/1€Ch CITyUUThCA?

— Jlesio B ToM, 4TO mara ofoJKI y 6apoHa DHIPIO HECKOIBKO
30JI0TBIX MOHET, — oTBeTHIIA [[)Kelimu, n3deras B3risgga buka, —
U 51 60I0Ch, UYTO OH HE CMOXKET BEPHYThH JIOJT.



— T'ociomu! — 3akpuyan crapuk. — Heyxenu on mponai teds
6apony DHapo?!

— Her, Her, Tbl MeHsI HEMPABUJILHO TIOHSUL. DTO OBLT MPOCTO
3aeM. [laBaii He OyaeM ceituac CriopuTh, HO OOelai, YTo mpue-
Jelllb 32 MHOM, eC/iy Tarna OyJeT HyXKAaTbCsl B TIOMOIITH.

— Xopoto, AeBouKa, s odemraio Tede. Ecim uro-To cimyunt-
col. ..

— Moo Bora, 4T00bl HUYETO He CITy4YuIoCh!

— Byznem HazeATbcs Ha Jiydniee. A ceiluac JOTOHsIA MykKa.

— Eme munyTOouky, buk, u g yeny.

— Cpaetcst MHe, 4TO Thl HAPOYHO TsIHENIb Bpemsi. boiock, 4to
MYXK yXke pacKycui TeOsl U Terepb CUMTaeT MeHs OOMAHIIUKOM.

— [Touemy?

— 4l ckazan eMy, 4TO Thl HEKHAS U MOCITYIIIHAS IEBOYKA.

— 4 Takas u ecTh — HEXHAs U TIOCTYIIIHAS.

— Kortopast MokeT BCIBIXHYTh, KaK MOPOX, €CJIA YTO-TO €1 He
0 HpaBy, — (pbIpkHYJ Buk.

— Yro THI e HaroBopwuil eMy, buk? MHe syuiie 3HaTh Ipas-
1y, UHa4e sl MOTY BCE UCTIOPTUTb.

— Ckazai, 4TO Thl OUYEHb 3aCTEHUYMBAS.

- A7

— Yo THI ciabasi M HyKJIAeIbCsl B 3aIUTE.

— boxe!

— YT0 THI OYEHb HAOOKHASI.

— Yro ee?

— YTO TH NPOBOAMIIIL BCE THU 32 BHIIIMBAHUEM.



JIKeMH T'POMKO pacXxoXoTajlach:

— 3auem Thl HATOBOPHJI €My BCE ST TIIYTIOCTH ?

— INotomy, 4uto 51 xenawo Tede cuacthsa. OIHAKO 5 He cKazall
€My, UTO Thl TOBOPHIIIb Ha KEJITCKOM SI3bIKE.

— 4 Toxe.

OHM OOMEHSUTUCH JTYKaBBIMU B3IJISIIAMH.

— Buk, TH He kaJieelb, YTO HayIUJI MEHsI CTOJIb MHOTOMY ?

— Koneuno, Hert. [IpocTo s perwl, 4To JIydliie BHIJIAICTh B
ero riasax cjaador W Oe33alUTHOM, Torjga oH OydeT OepexkHee
OTHOCHUTBCH K TeOE.

— MHe Bce paBHO, UTO OH JIyMaeT, HO S He XO4y BBIIJISI/IETh
cadoi.

— KenmmHa 1omxHa ObITH CJIA00M.

— Ho Tonmpko He Takas, kak s1. Ha kom nepxkaics Bech om?
Kro nmyume Bcex e3aut Bepxom? Kro...

— 41 3Hal0 BCe TBOM TaslaHTHI, — NiepeOw1 aeBymky buk. — Ho
JepKU UX JI0 TIOPHI 10 BpeMeHHM npu cede. A ceriyac Tede mopa
B myTh. He Hazo apa3autsh codak. [Jasaii Tporaii!

— 4 emie He Bce cka3zana, buk.

— Cayiaro.

— 41 ouenp moomo Teds1, buk. S HUKOrma He TOBOpPMIIA 3TOrO
paHbIlie, HO THI TSI MEHSI TOPOKe BCeX Ha cBeTe. $1 Bcerma OTHO-
cHJIach K Tede, Kak K OTILY.

Ha rima3ax y crapyka roka3ajauch CJIe3Hbl.

— W g mo6mo Teds, [xeimu, — cKa3alx OH JPOKaIUM Tojio-
COM, — Thl MOW CaMblii POJTHOM YEJIOBEK, Thl MHE KaK [I0Yb.



— Obermaii, YTO HUKOTAa He 3a0y/elb MEHS.

Buk Kpenko cxas pyKy JA€BYILIKU:

— Ooermaro.

I[o mekam JI>xeimMu KaTWIIMCh ciie3bl. [ opio pacnpsiMuB 11j1e-
YK, OHA TPOHYJIA JIOIIAAb U MOCKAKAJIA K BOPOTAM.

buk cmotpen eit Benen. Tonbko Obl OHa HE OTJISIHYJIAch U HE
yBUjIeJa, Kak TOpbKO OH Iu1aveT! Tocka cixxumara cepaue crapu-
Ka: ero HeHarJisijiHasi IeBOYKa MoKujaia ero. Becrperurcs i o
c Hew cHoBa?

Cepatie MOACKa3bIBAIO €My TIPaBIAy — OHM HHKOT/A OOJIbIIe
HE YBUJISTCS.



I'naBa 5

Arnex KuHkeii OblT B IPEKPACHOM HACTPOEHHUHU. YJIbIOAsICh,
OH TpUAepXkal KOHsI M TO3BOJIWN keHe ceOst jorHath. OH eBa
CHOEPKUBAJI CMeX, 10 TOTO HAWBHBIM OBLIO kelaHue [[keiiMu BbI-
BecTu ero u3 cebs. Ero jxeHa gaxe He mpeAcTaBisiia, KAKUM Tep-
HEJIMBBIM OH MOT OBbITh, OCOOEHHO €CJIM eJI0 Kacaloch JKEeHIIH-
HbI, KOTOpas 3arnaja eMy B JyIIy.

JlxerMu, TIoTas Mbljib, CKakajia pagoM ¢ MyxeM. OHa peru-
JIa JepKaThCsl HE3aBUCUMO U B TO K€ BPEMS CTapaThCs HE Nepe-
yuTh eMy. KuHKel] Hu pa3y He B3IVIAHYJ B €€ CTOPOHY, U 3TO
3JIUJIO €€.

Xors IIxxerMu Hely pHO BJlaJIesia ICKYCCTBOM BEPXOBOM €3/1bl,
el HUKOI/1a He MPUXOAMJIOCh CKAKaTh B CeAJie, M OT HAPSKEHUS
y Hee pa30oJenach cnivHa. [Jopora Obuia y3Koi U yXaOUCTOM, BeT-
BU JIEPEBBEB TaK U HOPOBWJIM XJIECTHYTH I10 JIMILLY, U [IKEAMH TO
¥ JIeJI0 MPUXOIUIIOCh OTBOAUTH UX pyKoil. Ee criyTHUK He cOaB-
JISI71 TEMIIa ¥ He cMOTpes1 Ha keHy. Kazanock, oH coBceM 3a0bL1
O HeW.

Crapascp He BBIIIACTh U3 CEUIA U HE CITycKas I1a3 ¢ JOpOrHy,
JxerimMu MBICTIEHHO 0OpaTuiach K BeeBhiliHeMy, ToooOeIaB eMy
HE MPOITYCKATh HA €IMHOW MECCHI, €CJIA OH CKAJIMUTCS Hall HeU 1
3aCTaBUT Myka OCTAHOBUTBCS XOTb HA MUHYTKY.

Ho BceBbilHuii He yCblan ee MOJIUTBY, OellleHasi CKauKa
IIPOAOJIKAIACh, U BCKOpe oHU AorHamm PeprioceHa u Mepu. He



OCTaHaBJMBAasICh, KMHKeW ] MpOCKaKall Briepell U BO3IJIaBUI Ka-
BaJIbKay. [lKermu ciieioBaja 3a My:KeM, a yCTaBllasi v MMOHUK-
niast Mepu efBa Taimusach ciae oM. 3amMblkani rpynny Jlanuen.

[TpuurHa Takoii e31b1 Oblia noHsATHA [kelimu. B 3nemmHux se-
cax BOJWJIOCh MHOTO pa30OMHHKOB, HE Pa3 HAaNaJaBIIUX HA 3a3€-
BABIIIMXCS BCAIHUKOB, U MYKUMHBI IPUHSIM BCE MEPBI MPEO-
CTOPOKHOCTH, YTOOBI 3alIIUTUTh CBOMX KeHIMH. Henb3s 31ech
ObLJIO eXaTh U I1aroM, TaK Kak 3aTauBIIIKECs B KyCTaX pa30OiHU-
KU MOIJIH JIETKO 3aXBaTUTh UX. [[’keliMu Bce IOHMMAIa, HO yCTa-
JIOCTh Opajia CBoe, U 37I0cTh Ha KuHKelia BCKUMana BCe CHITb-
Hee. K Tomy xke ee Gecriokonia Mepu, KOTopast XOTh U He JKaJlo-
BaJIach, HO €/1Ba JepKaiach B CEMJIE.

Tax npoiwio ABa posrux yaca. Hakonen Mepu He Bbiiepxaia
Y B3MOJIWJIACH:

— Jxeiimu, s He mory Oobine. [Tompocu MX OCTaHOBUTHCS
XOTb Ha HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— Henw34, noporas, — ycnsiuanu oHu rosioc Januena. — [o-
TEPIU elle HEMHOTO.

JIurio Mepwu uckasusock ot 601u, u [ keiiMu nockakaia K Mmy-
Ky, 4TOOBI YMOJIUTB €ro criesiath npuBal. OHa yke OTKpbLIa Obl-
JIO pPOT, HO MPOH3UTEIbHBIN KPUK CECTPBI 3ACTABUII €€ OTJISIHY Th-
ca. Jlomaaps Mepu mimnace cegoka. Bee, Bkmouas Asieka Kun-
Keli1a, OCTAHOBWJIMCH M CIICIWINCH. JlaHuen OpOoCcuIcs Ha MOMC-
KU keHbl. MepH Jieskalia B KycTax U CTOHasa OT OOJH.

— Twt ymm6mnacse, noporas? — cnpocun Jlanuern.

— HemHOX%K0, Musiopa, — nporenraia Mepu.



B ee Bosocax 3acTpsui JIMCThA, U JlaHuen 3a00TIMBO BbITa-
i ux. «[loxanyi, myx Mepu He Tak yX Y IUIOX», — OJyMaJia
Jxenmu.

— Kakoro 1psiBoJa Bbl OCTaHOBUJIMCH?! — pa3fajics 3a CIMHON
rpyOBIii TOJIOC MYXKa.

— Mepu ynasa c jiomaau, — B3APOrHyB, OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Yro oHa caoenana?

— Vnana c Jjionajgu.

Ha nuire Aneka ObUTO HarmMcaHo TMoJHOe HepoyMeHre. Kasa-
JIOCh, OH HE BEPUJI CBOMM YIIIAM.

— He 3a0bIBaii, 4TO OHA aHIIMYaHKa, — BMemayica Jlanuen.

— Kakoe 310 nMeeT 3HaueHue? — moMHTepecoBaiach [lxenmu,
He MOHMMasi, YeMy OHH TaK YIuBJsAoTcsA. — OHa MoIia cliomarhb
ceOe mrero!

— Ho Benp He ciiomasnia, — OTBEeTUI AJIEK.

— UyTh ObUTO He clioMasa, — HacTauBasa [xelimu. PaBHOTY-
1I1e My’a MPUBOAUIIO €€ B SPOCTb.

— C Hewu Bce B nopsijike, — BMenaiics Jlanven, xemnas npeKpa-
TUTh criop. — Beapb npaBaa, Mepu?

— Hla, s1 yyBCTBYIO cebsl HOPMaJbHO, — OTBETWJIA JIEBYIIIKA,
KpacHesi OT BCeOoOIIero BHUMAaHMSI.

— 41 xe BuKy, uTO eu mwioxo! — 3akpuyana Ixermu. OHa no-
CMOTpeia Ha AJIeKa U BCTPETUJIa €ro XOJIOIHbIA B3IJIs/I.

— Mepu ynasa noromy... — Myx npofomxkajl IpPUCTAIBHO
CMOTpETh Ha Hee, U JIkeliMU, OIyCTHUB IJ1a3a, 3aMOoJTyaia.

— Tak nouemy? — cipocun Kunkenn.



— Mepu cnumkom ycrana, Mujiopd. Eil Hy)XHO OTIOXHYTb.
OHa He MPUBBIKJIA €3/IUTh HA TAKUE TATTbHUE PACCTOSTHUSI.

— A 181? ThI IpUBBIKIIA?

JlxeriMu roxalia mie4amMu:

—IIpu yem 3xech a7 Peus nger o Mepu. Heyxenu Bol He BUIU-
T€, 4TO OHA NMaAaeT OT ycrayoctu? IlouemMy Mbl HE MOkeM HEMHO-
IO OTJOXHYTb?

KuHken Haxmy puiics.

— Mepu ouenp cnabast AeByIIKa, — TporrenTana Jxeidmu,
OIlyCKas IJIa3a.

— A THI HET?

— Hy nouemy, s Toxe. [Touemy Bbl peminiu, 4to s CUjibHas1? —
OHa B3MIsIHY/IA HA MIOTIAH/IIA U YBUETA, YTO OH YJIBIOAeTCs.

W Bapyr JIxenmu 1MoKa3ajock, 4TO 3a 3TOM CYypOBOM BHEUI-
HOCTBIO U TPyOBIM IOJIOCOM CKPBIBAETCSI HEYTO MHOE. My YJIbl-
OaJics el ICKpeHHEe! HeXHOM YIBIOKOM, OT KOTOPOH Y Hee CTajio
JIETKO Ha cepjlie, a ayia 3anena. OHa Monyalia, He 3Hasi, UTO
CKa3arh.

— ThI Bcera Takas cepbe3Hasi, keHa? — Clpocil AJiek.

[onoc ero Obu1 ackoB, u Jxeiimu coBceM pactepsiiack. [1o-
yemy 3TOT BapBap Tak HexeH ¢ Hel? HaBepHoe, OHA BBHINJISIAUT
TaKOW k€ yCTaBIleH, Kak Mepu, 1 emy crajio xajib ee. Ceiuac
OH KazaJics el MOYTH KPACHUBBIM, XOTsI BO BCEM €ro OOIMKe ObLIO
YTO-TO MEPBOOBITHOE, YTO-TO TAKOE, UTO JIEJIAJIO €ro MOXOKUM Ha
pa300ifHMKa, OCOOEHHO 3Ta MPSI/Ib BOJIOC, YIaBIIas eMy Ha Ji00.
MarmmHaibHO, U3 JII0OBY K MOPSIKY, [eimMu BCcTaia Ha IBIIOY-



KM ¥ yOpasia HenoCIyniHyo npsiab. OT Takol BOJIBHOCTU CepLe
ee 3a0MJI0Ch, PYKH 33JPOKAITH.

AJleKk HUKaK He OTpearupoBaJl, XOTs MpukocHoBeHue [ xeiimu
ObLIO €My MPUSATHO — OHO ObLIO TAKUM HEKHBIM 1 HAUBHBIM. . .

— 3aueM ThI crienajia 3107 — CIPOCHJI OH.

— YV Te0s1 CIUIIKOM JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI.

— 4l Tak He cumTalo.

— TebGe He Mermano Obl MOACTPUYD UX.

— 3auem?

— MHe He HpaBATCS MYKUMHBI C YIMHHBIMUA BOJIOCAMM. . .

— 4 cipocut Te0s1, Bceraa Ji Thl Takasi cepbe3Hasi? — ¢ yeMelll-
KO HallOMHUJT AJIEK.

— Pa3Be? — paccesinHo nepecnpocuia [Ixerivu. BHumaress-
HBIN B3IVIA] AJIeKa CMyILIAJI €€, 1 OHA HMKAaK He MOIJIa COCPelo-
TOUYUTHCS.

— Tak s %1y oTrBeTa.

AJIeK OTJIMYHO MTOHUMAJT, YTO TBOPUTCS C €r0 MOJIOZOM KEHOM,
Y €My COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh YIIEMJIATh €€ ropaocTb. CTpaHHO, HO
paHbIIle ero HUKOTIA HE MHTEPECOBAJIO, UYTO UYBCTBYET KEHIIU-
Ha. Celiuac e eMy ObUTH 1aJIeKO He Oe3pa3InyHbl IePeKUBAHUS
9TON KPacuWBOM aHITIMYAHKU U €€ OTHoIlleHue K Hemy. OH Ibl-
TaJICSl HAUTU OOBSICHEHUE CBOUM CTOJIb HEOXKUIAHHBIM J|JIsI HETO
YYBCTBAM U HAKOHEI] MPHUIIIEN K 3aKJII0UYEHUI0, YTO OHa COBCEM
HE T0X0XKa Ha CYPOBBIX KEHILVH IOp U, BUIUMO, [IOITOMY €MY
TaK XOUETCs 3alUTUTD €€.

JlxerMu CyJOpOKHO CKaJla pyKU. DTOT KECT CKa3al AJIEKY O



MHOT'OM: JIEBYIIIKA BCE ellle OOUTCS €ro U ero B3MJIs IPUBOAUT
ee B cMmylieHre. KoneyHo ke, oHa ycrana. OH 3aja CIMIIKOM
OelleHbII TeMIT, KOTOPBIH MO/ CUJTY TOJIBKO MYKYMHE, HO MHAue
HEJIb351 — [TI0OKa OHU HAXOMATCS Ha aHIVIMMCKOW 3eMJIe, ONTACHOCTh
MOKUAAET UX Ha Kax oM mmary. OfHaKo 3Ta MaJjieHbKasi aHIJIH-
YaHKa HU pa3y He MOMPOCUIa OCTAHOBUTHCSI, HE cOaBUJIA TEMIIa
U CTapajlaCh He OTCTaBaTh OT Hero. ['aBuH cka3aj Obl, UTO y Hee
TBEPAbII XapaKTep, — KOMIUIMMEHT, KOTOPbIA OYEHb LIEHSAT JKEH-
IIMHBI €r0 CTPAHBI.

BcenomauB cBoero nomoinHuka ['aBuHa, Kunkenn npencra-
BUWJI, KaKk Obl TOT CMESJICS, Y3HAB, UTO €ro BOXK/Ib IMbITACTCS 3a-
BOEBATh cepjille COOCTBEHHOM *keHbl. [la, OH BeaeT ceOs Kak Io-
CIIeTHUI Typak. YIIbIOKa mcyesa ¢ Jmia AJieKa, B3I CHOBa
cran xmypbiM. Hukora paHbinie OH He TIO3BOJISLT ceOe HEKHOCTU
10 OTHOIICHUIO K KEHIIMHE. BOT ceityac OH CTOMT U CMOTPUT Ha
’KEHy TakK, Kak OyATO B MEpBbIid pa3 BUAUT XOPOILIEHBKYIO KEeH-
HIMHY, ¥ MaJIO TOTO, €My XOYeTCsl, YTOOBl OHa CHOBA JOTPOHY-
Jack 10 Hero. [Touemy ee mpuKocHOBeHUE Tak NpusaTHO? YUTo 32
Hesenoctb? OnHako xBatut. [Toxoxke, OHa COBceM ofiepeBeHeIa
OT OECKOHEUHOM CKAYKHU.

— [TouemMy ThI Tak CKUMAEIIb PYKU? — CIIPOCHIT AJIEK.

— 4l BooOpaxaro, 4To JepiKy B pyKax Ballly IIei0, — HEOKH/IaH-
HO 7151 ceOs1 otBetmia [xeiimu. — M xouy ckazath Bam, YTO BCe-
r/1a ObIBal0 OYEHb CEPbE3HOM, KOTIa HaBCer/1a MOKMAAI0 AHIIIUIO
— CTpaHy, IJie 51 BBIPOCa U e MOM JOM.

— ThI cMemmIIb MEHS, — XMYPO CKazasl AJIEK.



— A BBI, IOJDKHO OBITh, CYACT/JIMBHI, YTO BO3BpAIIlaeTeCh H0-
MO ?

— Ml Bo3BpariiaeMcs IoMoii, — mornpasui ee Asek. Ero ronoc
CHOBA CTaJI XOJIOMHBIM.

— Moii nom — AHrus, — Bo3paswia Jlxenmu.

— Beina, — otBetnn Anek. — Teriepb TBouM nomom Oyaer Ilot-
JIAHAWS.

— BoI nymaere, uto s nomoomo [otianauio?

— dymaio? — ycmexHyscst Ajiek. — S mpukasbiBaio Tede JTo0uTh
ee. Tol nomooums u Mens, u lllomianaumo.

JlxkeliMu B3[IOXHY/IA: MYX, KaKeTcs, He oO0paTui BHUMAHUS
HU Ha ee JIEp3KUe CJIOBAa, HU Ha PEIIMTEIbHBIN ToJI0C.

Opnnako Ixevimu ommoOnack. Asiek 3ametri Bce. OHa Hapod-
HO THITAJIACh PA303JIUTh €r0, U OH PEIIU ObITh TEePIIeTUBbIM.
[Ipoiier BpeMsi, 1 OHa IPUBBIKHET, a TIOKA MOXHO U TIOTEPIIETh.
Jluib OBl TeprieHre He BOIILIO B MPUBBIUKY.

— Huuero He nonmmaio, — ckazana J[»xeimMu, — Bbl JICHCTBU-
TEJIBHO CUMTAETE, UTO 1. ..

— DTO0 ke TaK MPoCTo, xkeHa. Heyxenu Tol He TOHUMAeIb?..
[ToBTOpsito: Th MoM0OMIIL MeHs U [loTnanauio. Kak TombKo Th
YCTIOKOMIIIBCS, Thl O€3 TpyJa MOWMEIITb MEHSI.

— Kak Tonbko g — 4yto? — nepecrnpocwiia Ixermu ¢ nopo3pu-
TEJIbHBIM CIIOKOHCTBHUEM.

— Korza Tbl ycrnokouIbcesi, — HOBTOPUI AJieK.

Jl;xeliMU MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €l Xo4eTcsl 3akpuyarh. Kena-
HUe OBLIO CTOJIb BEJIUKO, UTO Y Hee HAIPATJIMCH TOJIOCOBBIE CBSI3-



KU, HO, BOBpeMsI BCIOMHUB TpeaynpexaeHre buka e pazapa-
JKaTh My>Ka IO MyCTsIKaMm, OHa CMOJTYaJIa.

«JIyuiie MHe ObITh TOOCTOpOXKHEE, — permia Ixeivu. — Og-
HOMY bory u3BecTHO, 4TO MOXET pa3o3uTh ero. M3BecTHo, 4To
y MIOTJIAH IIEB BCIIBLTBYMBHIN XapaKTep M YTO OHU OBIOT JKEH, KO-
rJa Te rnepeyvaTr um».

— Tol gomxHa OBITH TOKOPHOM, keHa, — TPOIOIKAT AJIeK.

— [TokopHBIMU OBIBAIOT TOJIBKO OBIIBI, — OTBeTHIA [kerimu. —
A g — negu. Pa3Be BB HE 3aMETUIIN 3TOr0O?

— 3ameTu.

— Iloxoxe, uto Het. JKeHmuHa He OBIIA.

— Heyxenm?

— IloBepebTe, 51 TOBOPIO MPaBy.

— Tel ocMenuBaenbCcsi nmepeynTb MHE? — TPO3HO CHPOCHI
AJlek, pelvB MOCTaBUTh )KEHY HA MECTO.

— Hla, — cornmacunacek [xenmu.

Anek pacrepsuics. ['onoc JIxxerimu 1 ee 1mo3a rOBOPWIM, 4TO
OHa He cobupaetcs cnaBarbcsi. OHa yKe He JlomMasia pyKH, a CTO-
siJIa CTIOKOMHO M C BBI30BOM CMOTpeJia Ha Hero. Hajio Bo uto Obl
TO HU CTaJIO 3aCTaBUTh ee MOKOpuThcsi! JKeHa omkHa ObITh TIO-
KOpHOU. MoxkeT ObITh, OH HefocTaTouHo TBepa? Kak oHa cmeer
BECTU ce0s1 C HUM Kak poBHs?!

— 41 mpomaio Tebe TBOM CJIOBA, JKEeHa, IOTOMY, UTO Thl AHTJIH-
YaHKa M He YMeelllb BeCTH ce0s C MYKUMHOM.

— Bui uT0, M nankine coonpaerech 3BaTh MeHs «keHa»? Y Me-
Hs1 ecTh UM [Touemy Obl BaM He Ha3bIBaTh MeHs [ keiimu?



— ITO MYKCKOE UMH.

Ilxenmu efiBa He 3aJ0XHYJIaCh OT THEBA.

— Ho 310 moe ums!

— 41 nam TeGe apyroe.

— Her!

— ThI ocMenuBaenbcs Bo3paxarh MHe?!

JIkelMH 3aXOTeJIOCh CTaTh OOJIBIION M CUJILHOM, TAKOM XK€,
Kak CTOSIIUI nepe] Hell MyskunHa. Torna Obl OH He ToCMe Tak
TOBOPUTH C HEew!

— Bo3MOKHO, BaM 1 He KaKeTCsl yOeAUTETbHBIM TO, UTO s ITPH-
BBIKJIA K CBOEMY MMEHHM, HO €CJIi Obl BBl 3aXOTEJIH, TO TMOHSIIN
ObI MEHsI.

— He By B TOM 34paBOro cMbICiia, — OCIAEA0BAJ OTBET.

— B ockopOnsieTe MeHsl.

— Pazge?

- Ha.

AJiek moxas 1mjieyamu:

— DTO MOE€ MpaBo, KEeHA.

«['ocrionu, monuM MHe TeprieHre», — B3Monuiachk [xeinmu.

— Xopol110, — IpoIenTaja OHa, — TOI/la Uy MEHs €CTb IIPaBO
OCKOPOJIATH Bac.

— Tonpko mompoOyii!

JlxefiMu OECTIOMOIITHO pa3Besia pyKaMH. DTOT UYeloOBEeK ObLI
TaKUM K€ YIPsIMBIM, KaKk OHa cama.

— MBpl elie He epecek/Iv rpaHmily ? — CIIpOCHJIA OHA.

— Jlo Hee pykou nmojarh, — OTBETUJT AJIEK.



— IToyemy BHI yibIOaeTeCh?

— B npeaBKyeHuu.

-0!

KuHkeii HanpaBuics K JomansaM, Ho [xeimu ocraHoBUJIa
€ro HOBBIM BOIIPOCOM:

— Mwiopn, Heykenu BaM JIEMCTBUTENIbHO HE HPAaBUTCSA AH-
rus?

B ronoce [I;xefimu ObLIO CTOJIBKO HENMOAAEIbHOTO YIUBIECHHUS,
410 AJIEK HEBOJIBHO ocTaHOBWICH. Eil 1 B camMoM Jiesie ObLIO 3TO-
ro He noHATh. Kak MoxHO He moouTts Aunmiio?! Bee u Bcerna
JIOOWJIH ee CTpaHy, Jaxke TYIble MOTIaH/IbI, KOTOpbie OpOcaloT
Jpyr B apyra OpeBHA. AHINIMS B COBPEMEHHOM MHUpPE — 3TO BCe
paBHO 4TO PuMm B ipeBHME Beka. AHIIMS — camasl IpeKpacHasi
cTpaHa!

— Huxkorna He mooun AHrmuo, — orBetwi Kunkeiin., — Xorts
ObIBaJIM BpEMeEHa. . .

— Kakue Bpemena?

— HaGerwn.

— HabGeru? Ito ke OOJIBIION Ipex.

Anex mmpoko yibioHyscs. Ceituac ero ’eHa Mok pacHesa Tak,
Kak OyaTo ee 000xkri0 conHiie. [IpaBo ke, 3Ta kKeHIIMHA TaK UC-
KPEHHA BO BCEX CBOMX IPOSIBJICHUSIX . .. DTA YepTa He JIe/1aeT ue-
CTU MY’KYMHE, TaK KaK BbIIAET €T0 C TOJIOBOM, HO KEHILMHE MOX-
HO TIPOCTUTD NOIOOHYI0 OCOOEHHOCTh XapakTepa, TeM Oosee Ta-
KO JKeHIIMHE, KK ero kKeHa.

— Tak 4TO BBl XOTENM CKa3arb? — cnpocuia Jlxxenmu.



Anek Tskeno B310xHYJ. Kaxercs, y 9TOi aHITIMYaHKU MOJI-
HOCTBIO OTCYTCTBYET 4yBCTBO I0MOpa. OHa COBCEM HE MOHUMAET
HIyTOK.

— Cajaucep Ha Jiomajb, — mpukasai oH. — ConHile yxe Onu3uT-
cs1 K 3aKary, ¥ HaM Jiydile nocrnenmrb. Kak Tonbko Oynem B 6e3-
OIIACHOM MECTE, CIEJIAeM IPUBAJL.

— A rie 310 Ge30macHoe MecTo?

— B loTtnagouu.

JlxeliMu XoTena crpocuth, nouemy Asek cuutaer Illornan-
JIVI0 Oe30TMAaCHBIM MEeCTOM, HO pelliniia He UCKYIaTh Cynp0y. 3a-
YeM JIMIIHUK pa3 pa3paxarh ero?

OHa yxe noiMeTuI1a JB€ HENPUATHBIE YEPTHI B XapaKTepe My-
*a. Bo-miepBbIX, OH He JIOOUT, KOIjIa eMy 3a[Jal0T BOIPOCH UJIH
NPOTUBOpEYAT — MpaBaa, 3TOT (paKT ee Majio OECIIOKOWT, OHa
U BIpeb OyleT BHICKa3bIBaTh €My CBOE MHEHHUE, a CTAJIO ObITh,
IIPOTUBOPEYUTH. BO-BTOPBIX, YK CIMILIKOM YaCTO OH XMYPUTCH,
Y 3TO HenpusATHO. Ero HacTpoeHue meHsercs, Kak Berep. Ma-
JIeHIliee 3aMEYaHE BBI3BIBAET €I0 HEJOBOJILCTBO.

— JIxeiMH, 1 HM 3a YTO CHOBA HE CsAly Ha 3TY MPOKJIATYIO JIO-
1a]1b, — Pa3/ajics 3a CIMHOM rojioc Mepu, 1 OHa MOTSHYJIA CECT-
Py 3a pykaB. AJiek cfienaj BUJ, YTO He CIIBIIIUT, ¥ MOJTUa Hampa-
BUJICA K CBOEMY KOHIO. [[)kerMu cMOTpesia eMy Beliel, IOHUMas,
YTO OH HAMEPEHHO OCTABUJI €€ HAE/IMHE C CECTPOU.

— o Jero e oH rpy0, — IpoIlenTaia oHa.

— IIxeiiMu, Thl CblLUIIb MeHsA? — Mepu CHOBa MOTSHYJa
cecTpy 3a pykaB. — Thl TOJKHA HACTOSITh, YTOOBI MBI 3[16Ch 3aHO-



yeBaId. f ycrana u He MOTy exarh Jajblile.

JIno Mepu noremHesno ot JOpoKHOM INbliiv. OHa BbINIAE-
Jla u3MydeHHou, u [[xeiimu, cama eie CTosBIlIasi Ha HOTax, XO-
poio noHumasna ee. OgHako oHa, MPOBE/IIasl MPOIILTYI0 HOUb Y
rocTesiu O0JILHOrO peOeHKa, HaXOIuIa B ce0e CHJIbI He TTOKa3bl-
BaTh ycTaJocTH. [[xeliMu pemiia ObITh TBepIou. sKamocTs eme
Oosnbie paccnadut Mepu. OHa HaYHET TUIaKaTh, U TOT/A ee yxke
HEBO3MOXHO OyeT ocTaHOBUTh. [Lnauymas Mepu — 3To ropasziao
XyXke, 4eM Tuiauyime Onu3Helpbl.

— Kyna neBanace TBOsI rOpAOCTb, CECTPA? — TBEPAO CHPOCH-
na IIxeiimu. — HacTosias neau He A0JKHA yIOTPeOIATh TaKue
BBIPXEHMS, KaK «IPOKJISATas». TONBKO CEpBbl TOBOPAT TaKUM
IpyOBIM SI3BIKOM.

JInio Mepu craiio KeCTKuM.

— Kak TbI cMeelnib moyvars MeHsi! — B3BU3THYJIA OHA. — S xouy
nomon! 4 ckydaro no nare!

— HoBomnbHO! — npepBaia cectpy xeilmu TOHOM, HE JOIyC-
KAaIOIIMM BO3PaKeHUI, M HEXKHO MOTpenaa ee 1o IJiedy, crapa-
SICb CMSITUUTH yrpek. — YTo caenaHo, To cienaHo. Mbl BHIIUIHA
3aMyK 3a OTIAHALEB, ¥ 3[IECh YK HUYETrO He nojenaenib. [JaBan
JIEpKaThCsl C TOCTOMHCTBOM. Hajo HemHoro noreprers. Ajiek
o0eraj MHe, 4TO, KaKk TOJBbKO MBI IepecedeM TpaHully, cpa3y
YCTPOMM TIpUBaJ, a A0 TPaHUIIbl yke pykou momaTh. [lorepnu
erie HeMHOro, cectpa. [lycTh TBOI MyX BUJUT, KaKasi Thl MyXke-
crBeHHas1. OH Oy/IeT ropAUTHCS TOOOH.

— Botock, OH 3TOTO HE OIIeHUT, — OTBeTMIa Mepu.



— Hy Ttorpa s cama oOpaly ero BHUMaHWe Ha TBOE MYKe-
CTBEHHOE TOBeJIeHre, — moodemana JxeimMu.

— JI>xefiMu, MOTJIa JIA ThI ce0Oe MPeICTABUTh, YTO MBI ITOTAIEM
B Takoe ykacHoe nosioxkenue? Ilonymare TOJIBKO: BBIMTH 3aMy:K
3a MIOTJIAHILEB! ..

— a, Mepu, Takoe MOXKET ITPUBUIETHCA TOIBKO B CTPAILTHOM
CHE.

— bor pemm Haka3aTh HacC 3a Hallly TPEXU.

— Her, 310 He Bor, Mepu, — 3ameTiia JIxeiiMu. — 310 OBLIO
pelleHre KOPOJI.

Tsoxeno B31oxHyB, Mepu moOpena k cBoelt jtomanu. Cecrpa
cMmoTpena eii Bere. OHa BUjena, Kak, IJIsas Ha KeHy, yabioaercs
Hanwuen.

JlxermMu NeyalibHO MOKavyalia roJI0BOM — YK IO TOTO JKaJTKUM
Obu1 BUJI cecTphl. Ho 1 ee cocTosiHue ObLIO He JTydllie: HOTH TOjI-
KallMBaJvch, cvHa 6osena. Bo BceM BUHOBATO cejijio, perumia
oHa. buk mocuuras, 4TO JieIu He OJKHA €XaTh Ha HeoCeAJIaH-
HOU JIOIIAMN.

Tonbko ¢ TpeTbelt MonbITKY [{kelMu ynanoch B300OpaThCsl Ha
Jomaap. Pe3Basi BcraBaia Ha ABIObI, MBITasICh COPOCUTD XO3SMKY.
ITo Bceu BEpOATHOCTHU, € TOXkEe HE HPABUIJIOCH CEIIO.

Hab6monas, kak [Januen momoraer Mepu 3a71e3Th Ha JIOIIA b,
JlxerMu UCKpEHHE M03aBUI0BaIA cecTpe. AJIeK Jaxe He B3IJIs-
Hy/1 B ee CTOpoHy. OH CTOs nocpeau AOPOTrd U HalpsKEHHO
BIVISIIBIBAJICS B JJaJib, TyAQ, OTKYyJa OHU TOJIbKO UTO MpPHUEXaJIU.
JIuiio ero 6pUIO0 COCPEAOTOUSHHBIM.



Jlxeiimu periiia He oOpaliaTh Ha Myka BHUMaHus1. Tenepb
oHa OyJieT BeCT! ce0sl C HUM TakK ke, KaK ¥ OH C Hel.

Ibxeiimu He 3amerwia, Kak Kunkeng okazaics psgom. OH
OyKBaJIbHO CTAlllUJI €€ C JIOMIAJM U MOBOJIOK 32 OIPOMHBIN Ba-
JIyH, JIeaBILIMI Kak pa3 Tam, rae Mepu cBanmunack. OHoM py-
KoM AJjiek nmpuxail [kedMu K KaMHIO, a JPyroM TUXOHBKO ITO-
rnaxuBan Pe3Bylo, crapasich ycrokouts ee. OH crenan 3Hak [la-
HUEJTy, U TOT NOAbEXaJl K HUM, Be/sl O] Y31kl Jlomaabs Mepu.

— Kak Bbl cmeete?.. — Bo3myTuiach JlxkeiMu, HO AJleK 3axan
€ pOT PyKOMU.

JlaHuen Takke copsitai cremuBiIyiocss Mepu 3a BaJIyHOM,
paaom ¢ cectpod. BeraB Bnepean, deprioceH 3akpbll cecTep
CBOEU MIUPOKOU CITMHOW U BBITAIIUI U3 HOXKEH Med. TOIbKO TO-
raa JlxeliMu MOHsLIA, YTO MPOUCXOOUT YTO-TO yxkacHoe. Crep-
’KMBasi TOTOBBIE TIOCHITIATLCSI BOITPOCHI, OHA HAOMIOIaIa 32 MYK-
yruHamMu. JlaHuen nokaszan AJieKy TP Hajiblia, HO TOT B OTBET
MoKavaJi roJIoBoM M MOKa3aJl YeThIpe.

Mepu, Bce ellie HIYero He IOHUMasl, OTKpbUIa ObLIIO POT, YTO-
ObI BO3pa3UTh MPOTUB MOJOOHOTO MPOU3BOJIA, HO CECTpa BOBpPe-
Ms 3aCTaBWJIa €€ 3aMOJT4aTh.

AJleKk TeM BpeMEHEM BbIIIE] Ha OTKPBITYIO MOJISIHY U, ITUPOKO
paccTaBUB HOTH, 3aMep.

«ITouemy oH He BBIHUMAaET Meu? — nymaia Jxenmu. — 3auem
OH MeuT?» W BAPYr OHa MOHSJIA, YTO Y HETO HET Meya, YTO
OH coBepIlieHHO Oe3opyxeH. [[xeiimu crano crpamHo. Heyxke-
71 AJIeK MPOCTO MOTEPsT MeY U He YIOCYKWICS 3aMEHUTDh €ro



HoBbIM? Kakas 6ecnieunocts! Ha cMeHy cTpaxy mpuiiesn raes.
Yt0 3TO 32 BOMH, KOTOPBIA O€30PyKHBIM IMyTEIIECTBYET O Uy-
’KOW CTpaHe Jia ele Be3eT ¢ COOOoM KeHIH? !

UYro xe nenarb? Hago Bmemarbes U 3amtuth Myka. OHa
He TIO3BOJIUT YOUTH ero. He moHnMast ICTUHHBIX TIPUYHMH CBOETO
BOJIHEHUS, J)keMu pelmiia, 4to ed MPOCTO HE XOYeTcsl OCTa-
BAThCs BIIOBOU B MEPBbIN JIeHb 3aMy:kecTBa. OHa BbITaIlIAJIA U3-
3a 1osica KMHKaJl, HaAesICh, UTO YCIIEET NepeaTh ero myxy. Kun-
’KaJ1 ObLT XOTh ¥ MAJICHbKUI, HO OUEHb OCTPBI U B YMEJION py-
K€ MOT MOCITYKUTb JIOCTATOYHO CEPbE3HBIM OpyxkueM. lxenmu
y’&e OTKPbUIA POT, YTOOBI MOAETUTHCS STUMH MBICIISIMU C [laHu-
€JI0M, HO B 3TO BpeMs1 AJIeK TOCMOTPEI Ha HUX U TPUJIOKUII M-
Jielt K ry0am, prUKa3aB MoT4aTh. BripakeHue ero Jmia ucrmyra-
Jo [IxeriMH, 1 OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO IpokuT. Hukoraa eme
OHa He BUJIeNIa TAKOW HEHABUCTH B IJIa3aX YesoBeKa, TaKOH Oe3-
yaepxkHoU spoctu. Bee Teno Kunkeina Hanpsrioch, Ha pyKax
3aurpajiy Mbliiel. Takas cuia UCXoauia oT Hero, uTto [xeinmu
YyBCTBOBAJIA €€ Ha paccTOstHUM. OHa MOHAA, YTO MIOTIAHECL He
OCTAHOBUTCS HU TIEpeJl YeM U yObeT BCAKOTO, KTO IPUOIM3UTCS
K Hemy. YObeT 0e3:XKaJloOCTHO, HU MUHYThI HE pa3iyMbIBasi.

Mepu THXO 3ariakania.

— Kro Tam? — cipocuna ona. — [lukuii kaban?

— Her, — npomenrana Ixeiimu. He cyckas a3 ¢ Myska, oHa
TOIJIaIUJ1a CECTPY IO rosioBe. — Ycnokoucs, Mepu. Hatm Myxbs
CYMEIOT 3alIUTUTh HAC.

OpnHako yBepeHHOCTb JIxeliMu mokosieOatach, Koraa OHa yBU-



Jes1a IpUOIKAIOIIUXCS K AJleKy pa300iMHUKOB.

Kunkena cokormHO mepecekall MoyisiHy, Jenas BUJ, YTO He
3aMeyvaeT npecieaoBaTesnei. [[xkeiMu moHsIa, 4TO OH MbITaeTCs
YBECTH UX MOJAJIbIIE OT TOTO MECTA, IJie CIPSITAINCH KEHIIUHBI.

Pas0oiinuku He cnemna ciaenoBaiv 3a Asekom. OHU HE Co-
MHEBAJIMCh B CBOEH 1obesie, 1, CTasio ObITh, UM HEKya ObLIO TO-
poruthes. JJoObya Bce paBHO OT HUX He yitaer. [la, 3ToT yesno-
BeK ObUI TUTAHTOM, HO OH OJVH U 0e30pyskeH. OHM pacTATUBAIN
YAOBOJILCTBUE, Urpasi C JKEPTBOM, KaK KOIIKK C MbIIIbIO. [IBOe
OaH/IUTOB Pa3MaxWBaJIM YBECUCTBIMU TyOMHKAMU; B PyKax JIpy-
r'Ux MeJibKaau KpuBble cadmu. U3 cBoero ykpoitus [[xeiimu 3a-
METHJIA, YTO JIE3BUsI MOKPBITHI 3ACOXIIIEN KPOBBIO, — 3HAUMUT, C UX
TIOMOIIIBIO OblIa 3aryOJieHa He OfIHa XPUCTUAHCKAs AyIIa.

Ot Buga 3acoxien Kposu y [kenmu 3akpykuiiach rojosa, K
ropiy MOJACTyNMIA TOIIHOTA. Jla U pa3OOMHUKY BHYIIAIN yXKac:
WX TPS3HBIE JIUIA CBETUIUCh TOPKECTBOM, KPUBbIE YJIBIOKU 00-
HakaJI YepHBIe THHJIbIE 3yObl. VM SIBHO HPaBHMJIOCH 3TO pa3BJie-
YeHue — mpeciieJoBaHre Oe30PyKHOM JKEePTBHL.

— [Hanumen, noxanyicra, noMorutre Ajeky! — B3MOJIWIACH
xenmu.

— Ho ux Tosipko verBepo, AeBoYKa. AJleK CpaBUTCS U Oe3
meHs1. He mpoliger u MUHYTHI, Kak Bce OyIeT KOHYEHO.

Oteer ®epriocena pazoszmun xerimu. OHa MOHUMAasA, 4TO
JlaHuen octajics ¢ JKeHIMHAMM, YTOOBI 3amuTuTh NX. Ho ecnu
JpYyT B ONIACHOCTH U y HETO HET OpyxkHs... Moxer, [laHuen mpo-
CTO TpyCHT?



JlxkeiMU JOTPOHYJIACh A0 €ro PyKH.

— Ortnaite Aneky med, JlaHues, — MONpOCHia OHa, — WU Tie-
penaite eMy Mol KuHxkajl. OH He JIOJKEH BCTPETUTh BParoB ¢
MYCTBIMU pyKaMu!

— AJIEKy HE HYKHO OpYyXH€E, — BECEJIO OTBETWII JlaHueN.

«[Toxoxe, oH corren ¢ yma, — permmia xeiimu. — C dero Obt
€My TaK BECEJIUTbCS 7»

— WMnm BBl noliaeTe U noMmoxere AJIEKY, Wi 5 CAEJal0 3TO
cama, — pelIMTeNIbHO 3as1BUJIa OHA.

— Xopolo, AeBOYKa, €C/IM Thl TaK HacTauBaeulb. — [laHuen
oTopBaJl OT cedst pykr Mepu 1 ObICTPBIM LIArOM HaIpaBUIICS K
pa300iHMKaM, KOJIBIIO KOTOPBIX CKMMAJIOCh BOKpYT KuHkeiia.

Opnako Ha Kpato nonsaHsl Januen ocraHoBwiics. JxeiiMu He
MorJ1a oBepuTh cBoMM r1a3am. [lomianaen cnpstai Med B HOX-
HBI U, CKPECTHB Ha TPY/IU PYKH, C YIBIOKOM HaOI01aI1 32 AJIEKOM.

Auex ynbIOHYJICSI éeMy B OTBET.

— Iloxosxe, MbI cTaHeM BIIOBaMHU, — I1ieriHyJa Jxeiimu cectpe.
OHna yxe He YyBCTBOBaJla HU CTPaxa, HU 3J10CTH, a JIMILb OJHO
ynuBnenue. [ToBenenne My x4t ObUTO OoJiee YeM CTPaHHBIM.

BHe3anHo TUIIMHY pa30opBajl BOMHCTBEHHbIN KJan4. xeimu
C M3yMJIEHHEM IIOH:Ia, YTO 3TO rojioc ee myxa. HeoxuganHo
pAnoM 3akpuvana Mepu.

Konbiio pa30oiHUKOB C)asloch. MOJTHUEHOCHBIM OpOCKOM
Anek HacTwr ONMKadIero U3 HUX U, CXBATHB OTHOW PYKOH 3a
Ielo, a JPyroil — 3a YeocTh, Pa3BEpPHYJI TOJOBY Pa30OMHUKA
Ha JIEBSIHOCTO IpagycoB. Paznasics 3ByK Jiomaommxcs KOCTen, 1



YeJIOBeK Kak IMOJIKOIIEHHBIN PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJTi0. PazmaxuBas j1y-
OVHKaMH, pa30OMHMKY MOMBITATICH ATAKOBATH €ro crieBa. MrHo-
BEHHO Pa3BEpHYBIIMCh, AJICK CXBATWJI JIBOMX HalaJaBIIMX 3a
BOJIOCHI ¥ CTYKHYJI IPYT O pyra rojoBamu. Mx temna oOMskiIu, u
KuHkei ynoxun ux psaoM ¢ TPYIoM NepBOro OaHIuTa.

[Mocnemumii U3 YeTBephIX, TPO3HO phlua M pa3MaxuBas cal-
JIeld, TIOTIBITAJICS] HAaHEeCTH AJIEKY yAap 33y, HO CHOBA MOCIe/I0-
BaJ1 OBICTPBIN Pa3BOPOT, M TSIKENBINA CAror MIOTIAHALA YIApUIl
Oanyuta B ax. Paznasicst aukuii Boi, pa30OMHMK COTHYJICS B TPU
norudenu, U AJieK, B3sIB €ro 3a IMIMBOPOT, HAHEC JJISI BEPHOCTU
COKPYIIAIONIVIA yAap B YEJIOCTh U aKKYPATHO TIOJIOKWJI Ha Teja
TOBapuIIel 1o pazooio.

JIxeimMu ¢ y’KacoM cMOTpesia Ha IMpaMUTy U3 HETIOJBHKHBIX
JesioBeveckux Tell. «[loxoxe, Bce MepTBbI», — TyMasia oHa. [la-
HUeJT OKa3aJiCsl MIPaB — MOEJAMHOK JUTAJICS He OOJIbIlle MUHYTHI.
JlxefimMu He OTBOAMJIA TJIa3 OT AJieKa, a TOT, KaxeTcs, Jaxe He
ycran. HepaBHbli 60# 3aKOHYMJICS [JIsI HETO TIOJTHOW TTOOEI0M.

Bnpyr c3anu pazpanca mopox. OnigHyBIINCS, xelMu yBU-
Je1a, 9TO W3-3a KYCTOB K HUM KPaayTCsl TPOE YCTPAIIaoIero
BUJIa BEP3UIL.

— AJIeK — B TaHUKE BCKpHUYAJIa OHa.

— Ixeiimu, s 6otoch! Cracu meHst! — 3aBu3xana Mepu, u
npexne, yeM [[keiiMu ycriena cooOpa3uTh 4To K 4eMy, cecTpa
CXBaTUJIa ee 32 IJIEYH U BhICTaBIJIa BIIEPE]], 3aK PhIBIIKCH €10, KaK
HIUTOM.

Mepu OblTa Ha 1IEJTYI0 TOJIOBY BHIIIE CECTPBI, HO, TPUCIIOHUB-



IIMCh K BAJIYHY W MPHUCEB Ha KOPTOYKH, OHA Haluia cede rpe-
KPACHOE YKPBITHE.

Ibxeiimu He conpoTuBisiiaack. OHa 3HaNA: ee JONAT Mpexae
BCETO 3allUTUTh CECTPY, a Y& MOTOM Aymarth o cede. Eciu moHa-
JOOWTCsI, OHA TOTOBA 3a Mepu | JKU3Hb OT/IaTh.

BanauTe! mpubmkanucek. Eiie MrHoBeHUe, M OHU CXBATHAT Jie-
ByIIIEK. [[’KEMMU He CITyCKaJla ¢ HUX IJ1a3, CJIe/Isl 3a KK bIM JIBU-
*keHueM. BCIIOMHMB O 3a)kaTOM B pyke OpYyXHH, OHa BbIOpasa
TOT0, YTO TOBBIIIIE, U OBICTPO METHYJIA KMHXAJI B €r0 BOJIOCATYIO
rpyab. VICTOITHO BCKpUKHYB, OaHIUT yrai Ha 3eMJtio. [lomocneB-
i [Januen ynapom Kyjaka yJIoXuj BTOPOro, HO TeM BpeMe-
HEM TPETUM ycres CXBaTUTh JIKelMu 3a pyKy M MPUTSHYJI K ce-
Oe. [[)xefiM1 OTYASTHHO COITPOTHUBIIANIACK, TIBITASICh BHIPBATHCS M3
HEMKUX PYK BEP3WJIbl, HO OH TOJIBKO Kpermde CXUMaT OObATHSA,
MOXOKHME Ha JKeJIe3HbIE TUCKU.

— Croit! — 3akpryasi OaHIUT, 3aBUJIEB OEryIiero Kk HUM AJie-
ka. — He mpubmkaiicsi! — OH mpuctaBus HOX K ropiy [lxeit-
mu. — Eme onuH mar, u s yosio ee! MHe Hedero tepsats! 51 ¢
YAOBOJIbCTBUEM TEPEPEKY ITY HEKHYIO IIEUKY !

Kunkeiin 3amep Ha mecte. Ho Tyt 6anaut 3ametnn Jlanuena,
NoJAKpabIBaBIIerocs K HeMy c3aau. CxpatuB [lxeiiMu 3a BOJIO-
CBl, OH OTOTHYJI €€ T0JIOBY M MPOBEJ HOKOM IO 1Iee, MOKA3bIBAS
CEPbE3HOCTh CBOUX HAMEPEHUH.

Anek cnenan lanveny 3Hak ocTaHOBUThCS. OH BUIET JUKU,
3aTpaBJIEHHbIA B3MJISI OaHAWUTA, €ro JAPOXKaIIie PyKU U TOHH-
MaJl, 4To 3TO He IycTas yrpo3a. Masieniiee 1BUKEHNUE, U OH, HE



MOPTHYB IJIa30M, ITIepepexkeT ropiio ero xeHe. Pa30oWHUKY nei-
CTBUTEJILHO HEYero TepsATh. Ha kapTy mocrapjieHa ero xu3Hb, 1
OH JIETKO YHeCeT ¢ co0O0i B MOTHITY U XU3Hb [xeiimu.

CaepxuBas spocTb, Aniek BboKUAAL. CTOSI B HECKOJIBKUX 1A~
rax ot 0aHJUTa, CO CKPEIIEHHBIMU Ha IPY/I PYKaMH, OH CITIOKOM-
HO CMOTpEJI B I71a3a YEJIOBEKY, TPUCTABUBILIEMY HOX K TOPITY €ro
KEHBI.

— 4 yoblo ee, — Kpuuan OaHIUT, — €CIU 3aMedy XOTh OJIHO
TBOE JIBMkeHue! 3aTKHUTe IIOTKY BTOpoil KpacoTke! Ee kpuku
JEUCTBYIOT MHE Ha HEPBHI!

Hanuen nogoien k Mepu v 3axai er pot. B3rs ero He Bbl-
pakaj HU HEeKHOCTH, HU COUYBCTBUs. Bce BHUMaHue ObLIO cO-
cpenoToueHo ceruac Ha [ xeimMu 1 ee My4duresie.

[MocrenenHo GaHIUT HavYas ycrokamBarhcs. CTpax ucues u3
€ro I71a3, pyKHy IepecTaiym Apoxars. Tenepb Aiek 3HaI: pa30ou-
HUK y HETrO B pyKax. 3aTpaB/ieHHbII 3BEPb Ceuac BICYHET CBOM
HOC U3 HOPBI, ¥ TOrJa €My NPUAET KOHEL.

— DTa KEeHIIMHA TBOsI? — CIIPOCUJI OH AJIEKA.

— Mos.

— Ona tebe nopora?

AJIeK 1okas IUIe4aMH.

— KoneuHo xe, gopora! — 3akpryasn HErogsau, rpOMKO XOXO-
ya. — U Tbl, KOHEUHO ke, He XOUelllb, YTOOHI 51 ee MpuKoHum1! — B
Haziex e, urto JxeiMu 3aKkpyuymT, OH C CUJION AEPHYJI €€ 3a BO-
nocel. Ho JIxxeriMmu Monmuana. Ha ee jviie He ObLIO U TEHH CTpa-
xa. HamoTaB Ha pyKy BOJIOCHI JIEBYIIIKY, OaHIWUT TIOTSHYJI ee K



3emuie. Hu equHoro crona.
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