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Bcro xu3Hb Banepus yyacTBoBasia B CpakeHHSX B apMUM CBOETO OTIa-UMIIepaTopa
BMeCTe CO CBOUM BO3mo0eHHBIM. OHa HUKOT/Ia HEe 3aJyMbIBaIach O TOM, YTOOBI
W3MEHUTh CBOIO M3Hb. HO OTHAX B BOKPYT CTaJIM MPOMCXOAUTH HEBEPOSATHBIC
BeIIM U 3arafjouHble youiicTBa. Eil cTaam CHUTHCSA CHBI HACTOJIBKO peajibHbIe,

YTO, IPOCHYBIIUCH, OHA HEBOJIHHO 3a/1aBaJIach BOIMIPOCOM: «A COH JIM 3TO OBLT
Bo0OITIe ?» M yacTo B moxopax AvKasl yCTaJIOCTh C Bedepa yTPOM CJIOBHO M BOBCE
Obu1a mpuaymManHoi. Y xu3Hb 11 Bajepuu KpyTo moMeHslach B OUepeqHOM pas,
KOTOPBIH CTaj JJ1s1 Hee POKOBBIM — OHa ymepia. Ho, OuHyBIIIMCh, OHAa YyBCTBOBaJIa
cebs1 6oree KUBOM. [111 Hee OTKPBUICS HOBBIN MUP, ellle Ooee 3araJIouHbI U
OITACHBIN.
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Anekcanjapa IlanpmmHa
Bagepusi. leMmonbl HOUH

IIpeavicropus

370 OBLIO HECTIOKOIHOE BpEMsI.

Bpemst GeckOHEUHBIX BOMH M MEXI0YCOOUIT, KOH(IUKTOB M CKaHIAJIOB.

Tak, B Mae TpucTa JIeBSHOCTO BTOPOTO rofa B raJIbCKOM ropoje BbeHHe ObL1 0OHapy:keH
MepTBBIM uMIiepatop 3ananHoi Pumckoit umnepun Banentunuan I1. Bee BhIsgeno tak, cJIoBHO
OH TOKOHYMJI )KU3Hb caMOyOniicTBOM. Ho ObUIO 0YEBUIHO, UTO 3TO OBLJIO YOMICTBO IO MPUKA3Y €ro
noskoBofa Apooracra. M moka3aresCTBOM TOMY SIBJISUIOCH TO, UTO YK€ Yepe3 TPU Mecsilia HOBbIM
MMIIEPaTOPOM — COIIPABHUTEIIEM CTaJl HUKTO WHOM, KaK JIMYHBIA qpyr ApOoracta — EBrenuii.

deonocwit, IBISBIIUICS paHee UMIIepaTOpOM-colipaBuTesieM BaneHTiHuaHa, kenai mocaauTh
Ha TPOH CBOETo MPEeeMHUKA, T0ITOMY OH Tak U He /a1 ofoOpeHus B npasieHnu Eprenus. deogocuii
HavaJl IOATOTOBKY K BOMHE Jis cBepxkeHus1 EBrenus.

Hamepenus ®eonocusi He mpu3HaBaTh y3ypraTopa MposiBUIOCH B SIHBape TPUCTA JIEBSIHOCTO
TPEThEro roja, Korga OH MPOBO3MIACKIT MIIAAILIETO ChiHA [ OHOPHUSI UMITEPATOPOM-COIIPABUTEIIEM.

Kondumukr mexny Bocrounon u 3anagHon Pumckon umnepuen JIMib YCUIABAJICS, U IPax-
NAHCKAs BOHA ObLIa HEM30EKHA.

[Tporwen emie onuH roa, kak Peogocuii MpoaoIIAKa HOATOTOBKY K BOMHE C CUJIbHEHILIEN apMUen
101 KOMaHoBaHueM Apooracra. ..

Ho 1o Oblna mpeapicTopusi, a MOsI XKU3Hb TEM BPEMEHEM MpOTeKala CIIOKOMHO M HETIPUHYX-
aexHo. f numib kjana, koraa Peonocuii 0TAACT MPUKAa3 BbIIBUTAThCA B Tamnuio.

Menst 30ByT Basiepus, u st siBIIstioch iodepbio umreparopa ®eomocus. [loueppio s Obuia He3a-
KOHHOPOK/IEHHOM, HO UM MPU3HAHHOW U JII0OMMOM. W 3Ty TaiiHy 3HAIOT JIMIIL TPoe: 5, MOl MaThb
u Geonocuii. Oter; NoMoOOUI MO0 MaTh 33/10JIT0 JI0 TOTO, KaK cTan uMrnepatopom. Ho nokazaresns-
CTBOM UX OOJIBIIION JII0OBH ObLTa Jiuiib 5. K coxaneHuto, yepes rop rnocie Moero poxiaenust deojo-
CHIA BBIIBUHYJICS B TIOXOJI C apMuel cBoero otia B bpuranuto, a korjaa BepHyJics B Micnanuio, Hac Tam
yxke He Obu10. Bee feso 6b110 B 0TIE MOEl MaTepu, KOTOPYIO OH BbIIAJT 3aMY:K 32 IIPOCTOrO TOProBIIa,
coclaB ux oooux BMecte co MHOM B KoHcTtanTtuHONOb. Bekope y mambl u CeGacTuana poansics ChiH,
a niena camoro CebacTuaHa pe3Ko MOILIH B FOpy.

Korna B ssHBape Tprcta BOCbMUIECSITOro roga B KOHCTaHTUHOMOIB BCTYINJ HOBBIM KMITIEPATOp,
KOMM U CTaJl K ToMy BpeMeHU PeoiocHil, MOsi )KU3Hb TIOJIHOCTBIO MepeMeHIach. biaronaps Bce Tomy
ke Cebactrany. Torza 51, KOHEYHO e, He 3Hajla 0 CBoeM HactosiiieM otiie. Ho Tak, kak Cebactuan
Urpajl IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOpPE JaJIeKO He MOCIIEHION POojib U JOJKEH ObUT MPUCYTCTBOBAThH Ha
BCEX COOpaHMSIX U Mpa3IHECTBax, MOsI MaTh Bce e Bcrpermwiack ¢ Peonocuem. Bot torma-to 51 u
y3HaJIa, KeM SIBJISIETCS MOW POIHOM OTell.

A erlie yepe3 [1Ba rofia, MOMaB B HEMPUATHYIO CUTYAIMIO, 51 BAPYT pelliia MOCBSITUTh CBOIO
KU3Hb aPMUM CBOETO oTlia. [la, Torna MHe ObUIO BCETro MATHAILATH JIET, U s OblJIa COBCEM PEOSHKOM,
HO BCE € CyMeJIa MPOsIBUTH He JII0XKKE CIOCOOHOCTH B OOEBBIX UCKYCCTBAaX, OBICTPO U YCEPIHO YUU-
Jach 1 ObUIa He 1Mo rojgam yMHou. U 51a, ¢ Toro MOMeHTa MOel KM3HU He pa3 rpo3uiia OMAacHOCTbh, U
HE pa3 sl MBICJIEHHO MPOINAiach C )KU3HbIO, HE HANEsICh yKe BEpHYThCsSl JOMOU. VI B Te MOMEHTHI 51
Aymalia, YTO €CJIM OCTaHYCh B KUBbIX TO, BEPHYBILKUCH JIOMOM, HaBCerJa MOKUHY apMHUIO.

U s Bcerna BHIOpachIBajia 3TU MBICIIU U3 TOJIOBBI, €/1Ba 3aKaHUMBAJICS OOM.

Ho B TOM ObUT MOI OCO3HAHHBIN BHIOOP, U MEHSTH YTO-JIMOO s HE KeJlajia, HeCMOTPSI HU Ha
YbU YTOBOPBI U MOJIBOBI.

Mens Bce ycTpauBalo.
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Ho co BPEMCHEM BCE MCHACTCA, U JKU3Hb BHOCUT CBOW KOPPEKTHBLI, €1Ba CTOUT CIIYYUTbCA
YEMY-TO BHE3AITHOMY, YEMY-TO HCIIOIIPABUMOMY.
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I'naBa 1. 'opoackue JiereHabl

¢ crosina Ha Gepery roposICKOH peuku, CKPeCTUB PyKH Ha rpynu. Bmecte ¢ HeOOIBIION rpymmioit
JMOJe, COCTOSIBIIIEN TOJIBKO M3 MYXYHH, sl TPYCTHO CMOTpeJia Ha JBa Teja, Jiexamue Ha 3emue. C
MIEpBOTO B3IVIS/Ia MOIJIO MOKA3aThCsl, YTO STH MOJIOZbIE U KPACHBbIE MYXXUHMHA U JKEHIIUHA IPOCTO
criai. VIX coH ObUT CIIOKOEH, JIMIIA BHIPAKaJTM YMUPOTBOPEHHOCTh. M yCHY/IM OHU COBCEM HENIaBHO,
MPOJOJIKAsi OYeHb KPEMKO CIaTh.

Ho crowno npuriisaersest, 1 MOXHO ObLJIO COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO TH ABOE ObLIH
MepTBbl. OO 3TOM CBUIECTEILCTBOBAJIM UX OJeIHBIC JIMIA, TI0 IBE KPOILIEUHbIe TOUKM Y HUX Ha IIesX
Y OTCYTCTBHE JIBIXaHUS.

OpnuH U3 MyXX4YHH, TOJBKO YTO OCMOTPEBIIUH TeJla HECYACTHBIX, BHIPSIMUJICS U, BHITUPAs PyKH,
MIPOM3HEC TO, YTO MBI yKe 3HAIU 1 Oe3 ero 0cMoTpa:

— OHU 00€CKPOBJIEHBI.

— Ho k10 310 MOXET OBITH?! — BOCKJIMKHY/I MYKYMHA, CTOSIBIIMIA PSOM CO MHOM.

— [NoroBapuBaioT 0 4y0BHIIIE C KPACHBIMH IJIA3aMH M OCTPBIMHU KJIBIKAMH, — TYT K€ OTO3BAJICS
apyroi. — O KJIBIKaX CBUAETENbCTBYIOT OTMETHHBI HA IIIee.

«A 0 KpacHBIX I71a3aX YTO CBUJIETENILCTBYET?» — MPOHECIOCh B MOEH roJIoBE, OHAKO BCIYX $1
HE CTaJia 331aBaTh 3TOT BOIPOC. S1 JIUIIb pe3puTebHO (DBIPKHYJIA, BEIpaXkast TEM CaMbIM HEIOBEpHUE
U ocyxjaeHue ero cioBaMm. O KIIbIKaX, BO3MOXHO, OH BBIIBUHYJI BEPHOE pEIlleHHe, HO OCTaJIbHBIC
paccKasbl MECTHBIX JKUTeJel ObUT a0CypIHBIMU.

K Hameii rpynme Hayaay MOHEMHOTY HOATATMBATHCS JPYTUE JIIOAW, MPOXOAMBIINAE MUMO M
3aMETHUBIIIME YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE, HO KpaiiHe moborbiTHoe. M yxe Bckope BOKpYT Tea codpasach
ToJna 3eBak. JIoau ToMKaIMch, kenast mpoopaThCs B CaMylo T'yIly COOBITUI U TPOMKO O YeM-TO CIIO-
pUIH.

Co Bcex CTOpOH CIbIIAUCh OBe Bepcuu. [1o omHOM U3 9THX Bepcuil OeHsr yOuIo KpoBo-
’Ka/IHOE YyJIOBHIIE C OOJNBIITUMH M OCTPHIMU KJIBIKAMH, OTPOMHBIMH KPACHBIMHU TJIa3aMU U MOXHATOM
rOJIOBOM, OOJIbIIe TIOXOKeW Ha 3BeprHYI0. Ho To ObLT He 3Bepb, a Kakoe-TO TUKOBUHHOE CYIIECTBO,
Hewn3BecTHoe jiocese. Jpyras ke Bepcus Obla OoJiee pealbHOM, HO He MeHee TUKOW. DTy BI0OIeH-
HYIO Tapy YOWIM SI3bIYHUKH, TPUHOCHBIIINE JIIOEH B )KEPTBY CBOMM KpPOBOXaTHbIM boram. fI3bru-
HUKH, KOTOPbIM 3aKOH 3aIlpelai BCe UX JeUCTBHUs, MOJIMTBBI U OOPs/ibl, U KOTOPBIE HE COMIIAIAIIChH
¢ 9TUM 3aKOHOM. OHM He TIOXKeJIaIi C STUM MUPHUTBCS U TeTlepb, BMECTO KUBOTHBIX, HAYAJIM TIPHHO-
CUTb B 5KEPTBY JIIOZIEH.

W, xoHEUHO e, KaXIplii TOBOPUBIINI BCTpeyasl Kydy YIPEeKOB, OOBUHEHUI U OCKOPOJIEHHI 3a
CBOIO BEPCHIO TTPOU3OIIIEIIIIETO.

Jpaka Hen3OesxHa, TogyMaia si, HaOJo/Iast 32 BCEM CO CTOPOHBI. §I HUKOI/Ia He BMEINBAJIach
B JIPaKyl WK B CIIOPBI MEX]ly TOPOKAaHAMH, €CJIM [P STOM He cTpajai cnadsbiid. U cefiuac s TOIbKO
Ha0I01a1a O CTOPOHBI X MOJTYA CITyINasia JTIOeH.

Ho TyT 51 BcmomMHmMIa, 4To JOKHA HAUTH CBOETO MJTajmiero Oparumky Mapka ¢ ero KpacaBu-
el sxxeHoit Pabuoson 10 3aKaTa CONHIA. DTU ABOE COBCEM HEAaBHO TMOKEHIINCH U Telepb MOTJIH
TMOJTHOCTBIO 3a0BIBATh O BPeMEHH M He COOM0IaTh OCTOPOKHOCTD. 51, mouemy-To, Bce ke Oblia yBe-
peHa, YTo UM MOXKET yrpoXkaTh OMACHOCTh. §I cCuMTaza CBOUM JIONTOM 3alMIIATh STUX JABOHX.

Jens Onmsuiics k koHIyy. CoJHIIe He Ao Yike Tak OecrolaaHo, kak JHeM. Ho Bee ke jkapko
erie Ob110. MHE XOTeJIOCh OLIyTUTh Ha TeJle XOTh Majeiiiliee JyHOBEeHHE BeTepKa, HO MOU JKeJIaHUs
CHOBA M CHOBA OCTaBAJIUCh He yciblaHHbIMU. COJHIIE OECrONIaHO NEKJIO Yke HECKOJIbKO HeJlelb,
Y JIIOASM OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIb MOJIUTH O JoxkAe. MHorga oyn jierkuil Betep, HO OH TYJISJ CIIUIIKOM
BBICOKO, pajlysl CBOEH MPOXJIaIou JIMIIb BEPXYLLIKH JEPEBbEB.
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Moe HacTpoeHue ObICTpo nogHUMaIoch. M Ob110 ¢ yero! Ve mociie 3akara COHIA s JOJKHA
OyIly BCTPETUTBCSI CO CBOMM BO3ITIOOJICHHBIM, KOTOPOTO HE BUJIEJIA YKe HECKOJIBKO JTHEH.

Be3ymHO cuacTivBasi ¥ CJIOBHO OKpbIJIEHHAsI B OXKUAAHUU TPEJICTOSAIIEH BCTpeyu, s Tpooupa-
JIach CKBO3b BBICOKYIO TpaBy uepe3 HeOOJIbIOH JlecoK. Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT MEeHsI MHTEPECOBAJIO KOe-
410 Apyroe. M1 MHe Hy)KHO ObUIO KaK-TO CKOPOTaTh OECKOHEUHO TSIHYIIEECs BpeMsl.

W s okazanace npasa, HaOO1as1 KaK JABOE BIIOOJEHHBIX OECIIEYHO W COBEPILEHHO Oe30TBET-
CTBEHHO TUIECKAJINCh B PEKE, BECEJIO CMesICh, OPBI3rasiCh APYT B APyra BOAON, OOHUMASICh U LETYSICh.

OcraBasich He3aMEUEHHON B TEHH JIEPEBLEB, 51 ONEPJach IJIEYOM O CTBOJ OJHOTO U3 HHUX U
CKpecTu/ia pykd Ha rpyau. S HaGmogana 3a CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM MJIAJIIUM OpaTiieM M ero MOJIOION
KpacaBHIIeH kKeHOH, IO COBMECTUTEILCTBY SIBJISIIOIIEICS MOel OvKaiInei 1, moxanyi, elIMHCTBEH-
HOW TIOJIPYTOM.

Hacnaxpasich numb gpyr Ipyrom, OHM ObUTM O€33alUTHBI U COBEPIIEHHO HEBHUMATEIbHBI.
Kazanocs, a5t HUX O0JIbllie HUKTO M HUYTO HE CYIIecTBOBaJO. U 51 uyBcTBOBaNA, UyTO 00s13aHa Obla
UX 3aIIUTUT.

Ot uero?

41 He 3HanNA.

Ho Bokpyr Bcerma Moo 4to-HUOYAb MPOU30MTH, OyIb TO OOBIYHAS CTHIUKA MEXY KUTEIIAMU
ropoja, 3aKaHYMBAIOINIASICS TPOCTOM CCOPON WU MPOKJISTUSIMY B a[jpec OOMTIUKA JTHOO KeCTOKUM
KpoBorponuTreM. Tora moruOHyTh MOT JIIOOI YesIOBeK, MO HEJIETOW CTyYailHOCTA OKa3aBIIIHIACS
B HEHYKHOM MecTe. A €CJI BCIOMHHTb, CKOJIBKO OpOASAT, pa300OMHUKOB M YOIl OPOIUT B OKPYK-
HOCT$IX !

Jla, HECOMHEHHO, 3TU JIBOE HYkJAJIUCh B MO HEBUIMMOM orieke. M, KOHEYHO ke, B JIETKUX
HpaBoyueHusix! gl He Morya pyrath Mapka v 3MuThCs Ha Hero Joiro. CIMIITKOM CHIIBHO 1 ero JTI00HIA.
Kak u ®abduony.

§1 6e33ByUHO paccMmesiiach, paaysich BMECTe C HUIMHU MX CYAcThio. §l OTBesa OT BIIOOJIEHHBIX
71232, ¥ TYT € MOe BHUMAaHHUe MPUBJIEK Yel-TO e/IBa 3aMeTHbIA CHTy3T. KTO-TO, Kak U s1, mpsTasics
B TEHU JIepEeBbEB, HAOIIONAs 32 MOMMU POJHBIMU JIIOIbMU.

Sl HaCTOPOXKEHHO MPUHSIACH BCMATPUBATHCS B TOT CHITYIT, HATPATIIACH BceM TeIoM. CHitysT
oCTaBaJICsl HeNOABMKHBIM. CITOBHO cTarysi. [Tporio Kakoe-To BpeMsi, HO 9TOT KTO-TO TaK U He MIeI0X-
HyJicsi. CTOsIT HEMOJBUKHO BCE BPEMsl, CIIOBHO KaMEHHasi CTaTys. BHyTpH 1oXos1o/eno ot HenpusIT-
HBIX MbIc/Ieil. Most MHTYuIMs OblIa pa3BUTa OueHb Xopoino. M s H1 Karum He COMHEBasIach, 4TO OT
YeJIoBeKa, MPSITABIIErocsl B TEHU AePEeBbeB M HAOMIONABIIETo 32 BIIOOJICHHBIMH, UCXOIMIIA CHUIIbHAS
OIAaCHOCTb.

S MOTHIEHOCHO OPOCHIIach B CTOPOHY HE3HAKOMIIA, He 3a0bIBasT BUTAThCS TIOUTH OECITyMHO,
YTOOBI HE BbIIATh Ce0s1 paHbIlle BPEeMEHHU. BbUT CIIBIIIEH I IEIECT JIUCThEB Ha IEPEBbsX, miede-
TaHbE MTHUI] U UHOT/IA OTAAJIEHHBI CMEX BITIOOJICHHBIX.

41 yxe Obl1a 3a ero cniuHOi. OCTaBaIOCh JIMIIL HECKOJIBKO IIaroB JI0 HE3HAKOMIIA, KaK BIPYT
sl HACTYTIWJIA Ha MAJICHBKYIO CYXYIO0 BETKY, KOTOpasi He3aMeJIMTEILHO OMOBECTHIa 000 MHE CBOMM
MPOTUBHBIM XPYCTOM.

Ha MraoBeH#e CHU3MB CKOPOCTb M BHIPYTaBUIMCh OAHUMU I'yOaMu, 1 MEIMOJIETHO ITOCMOTpeia
Ha 3710CYaCTHYIO BETKy. S TyT e mepeBesia B3IJIs] Ha HE3HAKOMIIA, yBEPEHHasl, UTO Jaxe ecu OH
MEHsI ¥ YCIIBIIIIAJI, TO BCE PaBHO YK€ He ycreeT Huuero npeanpuHsats. OH Obu1 B joBymke! [Tycts
Aaxe MOMEHT HEOKMIAHHOCTU M OBbLT YITyIIIeH, sl BCE JKe yMesia ObITh BHE3AITHOM.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, Kor/a s OgHsIa TOJIOBY, 51 PE3KO OCTAaHOBHJIACH HA MECTE B TOJTHOM HeJo-
YMEHUHU.

Yenoseka He ObLIO Ha nipeskHeM Mecte! Bornee Toro, oH rmpocto ucue3! CnoBHO pacTBOpuIICs !

A ObU1 J11 OH TYT? MoOXeT, MHe TIOKa3aJioch, 4To 32 MapkoMm u ®abuosioit KTo-1o HabIoIaeT,
Mps1Yach 3a JEPEBbSIMU?

VY MeHs HavanMch raJuTiolUHaIMn ?
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Her, et 1 HeT! DTO Bce UCKITIOUEHO!

Yenosek ObUT TYT! §1 COBEpITIEHHO TOYHO BHENA ero. § qaxe cymerna pasriseTb ero co ClIvHbI:
BBICOKMI U TEMHOBOJIOCHIH, KPEMKOTO TeJIOC/IOKeHUsI. BosbIlero s, K COXaJeHuIo, pacCMOTPETh He
CMorJIa.

Sl Hauana OBICTPO OTJISAABIBATHCS MO CTOPOHAM, Ha BCAKHIA CITy4Yail OCMaTpyBasi U IEPEBbsI TOXKE.

— Huuero He moHuMarw, — mpodopmMoTana .

Kak oH cMor HecbiHO cOexatb? OH ObLT OT MeHs Bcero B misity marax! He mor ke oH pac-
TBOPUTHLCS B BO3/Ayxe!

S1 BBICKOUMIIA HA TIOJISIHY, TaK ¥ HE YBHUJCB HUKOTO HU 110 CTOPOHAM, HM Ha JepeBbsiX. bpar ¢
JKEHOM BCe ellle HACIaX JaJICh OOIIECTBOM APYT Jpyra, Kymnasch B peKe.

-3, BMoOIeHHbIE! — TPOMKO OKJIMKHYJIA 5 UX, TIOIXOAs K camomy Oepery. — [Topa Ha cymy.

— Banepus, Thl ciiequiis 3a HaMU? — HAUTPAHHO OCY’K/JIAIOIIMM TOHOM cripocui Mapk, HO Bce
e TOCITYIITHO B3$UT )KeHy 3a PyKY, M OHU HalIPaBIJIKCh K Oepery.

Mapk sxe mpoaosKai pasriarojibCTBOBATh BCE B TOM K€ IIyTIMBOM MaHepe, MPUCYIIeN eMy:

— MBI Tak XOpOIIO MPOBOIMIIN BpeMsl C MOel 000XaeMo U ropsiuo MoouMoi skeHou! SIpkoe
COJIHBIIIKO, TerjIasi BOAA, HEXKHBIE PYKH MOEH KeHbl, ee CTpacTHbIE Mouenyu. S Mory OecCKOHEeUHO
MIEPEYUCIISTh Bce OJlara, KOTOPBIX Thl HAC cefvac JIMIIMIIA, Ioporas cecTpal

— BOT TOJIBKO CONHBIIIKO MOYTH CKPBUIOCH 3 TOPU3OHTOM, — B3IJISIOM $I YKa3asa Ha COJHIIE,
Onu3uBIIEeCs K 3aKaTy. — A HEXHbIe PyKH CO BCEMH BBITEKAIOUIMMU TOCJACACTBUSIMUA Thl U JJOMa
CMOKEIIIb TIOTYYHUTb.

—4 neHI0 Kak/ablii MOMEHT, — He YHUMaJIC: Mapk, BbIAIsA Ha Oeper. — A BAPYT yxke 3aBTpa
deonocuii mpukaxeT BbICTYNAaTh B Mtanuio?

— He npukaxer, — ycriokonsa st ero, HEpBHO YCMEXHYBIIUCh. — [IBa Tof1a MpOIIIO YKe, KaK OH
Bce coOMpaeTcst BRICTYNUTh. ECTh Haiekaa, 4To Bee pemmuTess MupoM. Vm oH BHE3aITHO nepeymaet.

— HaBpsig 1, — MpauHo oTBeTHI Ha 3T0 Mapk. — Benp 1eyio He TonbKo B ToM, uTto EBrenuit
HE3aKOHHO 3aHsUI IIPECTOJI.

— Paznornacus B penurun? — npeanonoxuia aduona.

— He 6e3 Hux, — oTBeTHJIA 51, OIJISIHYBIIKCH HA TO MECTO, TJIe eIle COBCEM HEeaBHO CTOsUT He3Ha-
KOMElII.

Ho Bce 0bU10 THXO, U 51 HUKOTO O0JIbIIIe He BUjiea. 1 ObICTpO OrIsiienach o CTOPOHAM elle pas.
Bce 6b10 criokoitHo. Ho Bce ke COMHEHHsI, YTO Mbl ObLTA TYT HE OTHH, M YTO HaM MOIJIa YTPOKATh
OIACHOCTb, ITPOYHO 3acejia B MOIO I'OJIOBY.

Most HepBO3HOCTh HE OCTaJIaCh HE3aMEUEHHON OpaToM.

— Yro-T1o ciyuniiocs, Basiepus? — cripociit oH, He CBOJIsl C MEH: B3IJIsI[Ia U IOMOTasi Of1eBaThCsl
CBOEH JKEHE.

4 eme pa3 oOepHyJIach B CTOPOHY JIEPEBbEB.

TuivHa.

JIumb JIerkui mesnecT JUCThEB B BEPXYIIKaX IEPEeBbEB M HEMPEK pallaolieecs eHbe MTHII.

— Her, — ynei6nynacs s1. — Hecriokoiinble BpeMeHa.

— DTO He HEeCIOKOMHbIE BPEMEHa, Joporasi Mosi, — CTPOrMM TOJIOCOM cKazasa nogpyra. — Tel
KpacuBasi MOJIOfIast KEHIIIHA, KOTOPOH JIaBHO YK€ TIOpa HalTH MyXa U POOUTh €My Kydy AETHIIEK.
A BMECTO 3TOro Thl pacceKkaelllb BMECTE C BOMCKOM MMIIEpaTropa Ha CBOEM KOHE C IVIaJUyCOM Ha
nepeBec. M Bce, 4TO Thl yMeellb — 9TO CpaxaThes!

— HempaBna! — ciierka obuaeBmvce, Bo3pasuia s1. — JIloouth s Toxke ymero!

Ha sty ¢pady s momyumna yauBieHHbIE M CHJIBHO COMHEBAIOIIMECS B3DIAAbI Mapka |
®aduosnsl. VX B30I OBLIM TOPA3I0 KpacHOpeunBee JMoObIX ¢IoB. M cenan OHU 9TO CUHXPOHHO,
CJIOBHO MOJTYa JIOTOBOPUJIUCH MEK]LYy COOOM.

B otBer s TonbKO (hBIPKHYIIA.
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Koraa oHu 3aKOHUMIIM OfIeBaThCSI, Mbl MOOPENIM B CTOPOHY TOpoAa. YKPAJAKOW 51 POAOIKaia
CJIE/IUTH 32 TeM, UTO MPOUCXOIUT BOKPYT, IEPkKaCh OJHON PYKOH 3a IIaJNyC, BUCEBIIMI Ha mosice. §
ObLJIa TOTOBA B JIIOOOK MOMEHT OPOCHUTBLCS B aTaky.

— Tak Koro TbI TOOUIIIL? — IIYTIMBBIM TOHOM TIPOAOIKMII HE3aKOHYEHHBIH pa3roBop Mapk. —
Tosnbko Mbl HE B cuer!

— Hy, — 51 3aMsu1ach ¢ OTBETOM, YyBCTBYSI, KaK MOHM IIEKH 3JTMBAET pyMsHell. — A 51 U HE O
BacC rOBOPIO.

— Cepnbesno?! — ot pagoctu Paduosna MOANPHITHYIA U CXBATHIA MEHS 32 PYKY, TPEAaHHO 3arJisi-
IbIBasi B MOM 3eJieHble 171a3a. — Kto on? Mul ero 3Haem? [louemy Thl cpa3y HaM O HEM HUYEro He
pacckazana? [Touemy Mbl BOOOIIIE C HUM ellie He 3HaKoMbI? Tak 3T0 U3-3a HEero Thl HAKOHEI[-TO YJIbI-
OaelIbecsl ¥ BBINIAIUING TaK 3aMevaTe/IbHO? — BECeJIO TapaTopuia Mos TIOIpyTa.

— 51 ckopo Bac MO3HAKOMITIO, — CJIerKa CMYILIEHHO OTBeTHIIa 5. — M HeT, BbI ero He 3HaeTe.

— Benukonennas u OeccrpaliiHasi BOUTEIBHUIA KpaCHEET MpU MasleHilieM YIOMHHAHUYU O ee
BO3MOOIeHHOM? Bo McTHHY, He3aObiBaeMoe sIBJICHHE, — B CBOEH IIIyTOYHOM MaHepe u3JieBasicsi Opa-
Tell.

— 51 BoBce He OeccTpalHasi, — TYT ke Bo3pasuia si. — 3Haji Obl Thl, HACKOJIBKO CHUJIBHO MHE
ObIBAET CTPAIIIHO MOPOM, Thl OBl YAUBHUIICSI! — HO BHYTPEHHE 51 ObUIa BHIHYKAEHA C HUM COTJIACHTBCS,
Be/Ib MEHsI U MIpaBa Opocasio B jKap JHIIb TP YIIOMUHAHUH O HEM.

MBbi1 BbIILTH U3 Jiecouka. [lepen HaMu paccTuiianach HeOoJbIas MONsTHA, a Cpa3y 3a Hel BUII-
Henvch cteHbl KoHctanTtuHomossi. Mapk OoTBsI3ajl OT JepeBa CBOIO JIOMIa b M JIOMIAlb CBOEH JKEHBI.
O aeBIIMCh MO0 CTOPOHAM B MOMCKAaX MOETO KOHsI, OH C YAMBJIEHHEM CIIpocuJ, omMoras Paduoe
CeCTb B CeAIJIO:

— A e TBOM BeJMKONeHbIA ckakyH? Heysxto coexan? Tobko yuTH, Hallld KOHU He TIPUBBIKJIN
BO3UTH I10 JJBOE BCAJIHUKOB.

Wnorna B ayiie s 1mo-100poMy 3aBHIOBAJIa YMEHHUIO CBOETro OpaTa BCeraa M BO BCEM YMETh C
IOMOPOM OTBETHTbh, HaJ| KEM-HUOY/Ib MOAIIYTUTh M BCETJa HAXOAUTHCS B BEJIMKOJIETTHOM PaCIOOKe-
HuM ayxa! B ero oOmecTBe Becerna v BceM ObUI0 KOM(OPTHO HAXOAUTHCS.

— [pennaraemis B 3TOM cllyyae MHe MEIIKOM UATH? — OTIIYTHIIACh 51 B TOH Mapka. — AHTEpUOH
CJIMIIIKOM BepeH MHe, 4TOObl cOeraTh, — OTBETHIIA 51 M TPOMKO CBUCTHYJIA.

— Tbl TOTBKO MTPY CBOEM BO3MIOOJICHHOM TaK HE CBHCTH, & TO COEKUT HEHAPOKOM, — HE YHUMAJICST
MJIa T OpaTHK.

— He cOexurt, — yBepeHHO U ¢ yabIOKoi oTBeTHIa 5. — Tem Oosee, 4To 3T0 OblIa ero uies.

— CKoOJBbKO e BBl C HUIM 3HAaKOMBI? — BMelIaiachk B pasropop ®abuona.

OTBeTHTH 5 HE YCIesa, TaK Kak U3-3a JIepeBbeB MOKA3aJICsl MO YEPHBIN KpacaBel] skepeodetl.

— Kak T8I ero obyumna atomy? — Mapk ¢ yIuBIeHHeM CMOTPEIT Ha OBICTPO TPUOTHKAIOIIETOCS
K HaM KOHS.

— Y MeHs1 CBOM METO/Ibl, — MOIMUTHYJIA 51 OpaTy, pe3BO BCKOUMB B ce10. — M, K ToMy ke, TIOJTHO
CBOOOJHOTO BpEMEHH, TIOKa He Havalach BOWHA.

— B koTOpbIii pa3 cMOTPIO Ha TBOETO AHTEPHOHA M BCE PABHO HE MEPECTaio UM JII000BAThCS, —
BOCXHMIIIEHHO TpousHecna Pabuona. — W Bce-Taku 3TO IeApblii MOJAPOK MMIIEpaTopa 3a TBOM
3aCIyTH.

He Tonbko 3a Mo 3aciyru, HO UM He HYKHO ObLJIO 3HATh, UTO S SIBJISLIACh BHEOPAYHOM I0YEePhIO
Hallero uMIeparopa.

— Yo Tebs1, Bce-Taku, HACTOPOXKIJIO TaM, Ha Oepery? — BApYT cripocusl Mapk, BCIOMHUB MOE
BCTPEBOKEHHOE COCTOSTHHUE.

— A Bam JIBOMM MaJIO TOTO, YTO IO OKPYre XOIAT CIYXH O IeMOHaX HOYM, KOTOpbIe yOMBAIOT
BITIOOJICHHBIX ? — YIIPEKHYJIA 5T UX.

— DTO0 BCEro JMIIb CIIyXH, — OECTIEUHO OTMaxHycsi Mapk, pacCMesIBIIMCh. — TO BCETO JIUIIb
CTpalIIKu!
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— U Tena, mo TBOeW BepcuU, TOXE IS YCTpaIIeHHs TOAKHUIBIBAIOT, OCYIIUB MPH 3TOM BCIO
UX KPOBb, — ChSI3BUJIA 51 PE3KUM M CePbe3HBIM TOHOM. — OHUM BCe HaWJeHbI 0OECKPOBICHHBIMH U
MepTBbIMU, Mapk! A Bbl 6€CIIevHO TUIeeTech B BOjie, Jake He COM3BOJIMB MOCMATPUBATh MO CTOPO-
HaMm! Tpu napsl HailIeHbl TOJIBKO 3a MOCJIEIHUE HECKOJIBKO HeAesb. U BroHe BEpPOATHO, UTO €CTh
1 HeHalineHHple. Q0 yOuiille HaM HMYEro He W3BeCTHO. Tak UTo CTOMT OXHJaTh HaM ere Tena. U
HEU3BECTHO, KOT/Ia BCE 9TO MpeKpaTuTcs! — 3aKOHYMIIA 51 CBOIO peydb, TOBOPS YKE JOBOJBHO IPOMKO
Y OYEHb CTPOr0, HAZIESICh, YTO JI0 HUX HAKOHEI[-TO JOWMIET BCSI CYTh U CEPhE3HOCTh MOJIOKEHHUS.

UYro, ckopee Bcero, y MeHs MOJy4YwIoch ycrenHo. Mapk nepecran cmesitbesi. U ceituac st
HaOJTIo/1as1a OYeHb PeIKOe SIBJICHUE — CEPhe3HOCTh M OCO3HAHME Ha JIMIIe MJIajiero oOpara.

— IIpoctu, — TONMBKO U CcKa3as OH, oTAaBas moBoubs Paduone. — 1 He gyman o0 3ToM, — OH
BCKOYMJI HA CBOETO KOHS U T'PYCTHO MOCMOTPEJT HA MEHSI.

— IIpocto GympTe OCTOpOKHEE, — C HEXXKHOCTBIO M 3a00TOM B roJIoce MOIMPOCHIIa s, €/1Ba clep-
KHMBasi PBYIIErOCs B rayioln AHTEPUOHA.

— Hy uro, kak 06bruH0? KTO Briepes 10 ropoicKuX BOpOT? — jKeJast CIyIaAuTh THETYIIYI0 00CTa-
HOBKY ITpeJyIoKuI Mapk.

— CornacHa, — TyT *e nognepxaia Paduomna, 060kaoasi BEPXOBYIO €311y.

— Tonpko oTom 6e3 00u I, — peaynpeana s.

— Torma — Briepen! — gan crapt Maammi 6par, MPUIITIOPUB cBoero KoponaHo.

dabuona, He Keynast OTCTaBaTh M He JII0OS MPOUTPBIBATh, TYT ke npuimopuia Kamurco. S xe,
JaB M HEMHOTO (pOpBbI, OTITYCTHJIa IOBOIbsI AHTEPHOHA, 1aBast eMy BOJIIO BHITYCTUTH Tap. 1 s TouHO
3HAJa, YTO MPUIY K BOpoTaM KOHCTAaHTUHOMOS paHbIle BIOOIEHHON Mapovku. Mol KOHb HUKOMY
HE yCTynaj B CKOpocTu!

[Tpuexas B cemeiiHoe rmoMectbe, Mapk ¢ ®abrosoil BBEprIM CBOMX JIONIAAel B PyKU HAIEro
yXke He MOJIOZIOro KOHIoXxa bepanbia u cpa3y ke HalpaBUIUCh B JIOM.

3a AHTEpHOHOM S TIPeNoYMTAalIa yXa)KnuBaTh cama. S He criela paccejyiaia cBOero xepeora
Y TIIATEIBHO ero BhITepiia. 3aTeM Hachllajla JAO0CTATOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO 3epHa M MOMEHsUIa BOJY.
Bepasb yke U He mpeyiaraj CBOM YCIYId B MOMOIIM, HO TIPOIOKAI BpeMEHaMHU BOpYaTh, 4TO
MOJIOZION T'OCIIOKE He JIeJI0 3aHUMAThCs JIOMIA/Ibl0. YTOOBI He OOUIETh €ro, MHE MPUXOIHUIIOCH OTIITY-
YHMBAThCSI HA €r0 PEIUIMKY MM K€ BO BCEM COMIaliaThes. 1 HUKOra He rpyousia Hu eMy, HU KOMY-
0o elnie U3 TeX, KTo padoTasl B HAllleM J0Me.

Bo Bcem momecTbe Bceraa Hapui MopsijIoK, OLIYINAICS YIOT, He ObUIO CCOp MM CKaHAAJIOB,
a X03sieBa Bcerja ObUIM MPUBETIMBLL. B oMe Hepenko ObUIo MosHO Hapony. Ha Harry cemblo MHO-
TYe POBHSUIUCH U CTApaJIMCh NOApakaTh HaM BO BceM. M Bce 910 ObLIo Onaropapsi Moeii marepu. U,
koHeuHo CebacTuaHy, KOTOPBI He OCcTaBisil O3 BHUMAHUSI HU OJHY MaMUHY IpockOy. OH mouTH
BCer/a ¥ BO BceM MoTakau eid. OH JII0OWT ee HACTOJIbKO CUJIBHO, YTO, HABEPHOE, HEBO3MOXXHO OBLIIO
TOOUTH CUJTbHEE.

Mawme Bcera HpaBUJIOCH XJIONOTAaTh MO AOMY. A ¢ mosiBjieHHeM B qoMe Pabuobl, y MaMbl
TIOABWJIACH ITIOMOIITHHUILIA. Oun BIBOEM BEJIN XOBHfICTBO, TOTOBWJIX TTUPBI X TPUHUMAIN rocreri. Mama
YacTo 3aHMMaJIach BpaueBaHKMEM, YeM BhI3bIBAJIa BCEOOITYIO JTIOOOBb U YBakeHHe cocenei. Padroma
TOXE Ha4daJia IPOSABIIATD OFpOMH])Iﬁ HUHTEPEC K JaHHOMY BUAY OEATCIIbHOCTU.

Boiins B 10M, 51 cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAJIA apOMAT CBEKHX I[BETOB, KOTOpbIE, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, HATIOJI-
HSUTU BEeCh JIOM, CcO3/1aBasi 0coOyio aTMocdepy Teria U yioTa. B jome He ObUT0 MHOTO MeOesH, HO
OT 3TOrO JIOM He Ka3aJicsl MycThIM. Mama HHUKOTI/Ia He CKYNWJIach Ha MacJIsIHbIEe JIaMIThl M cBeun. U
Korjga HacTtyIraja HO4b, B JOMC 3aropajivuCb TbICAYN CBC‘ICIZ, HaItOJIHASA CBOUM TEILJIBIM MATKHUM CBE-
TOM KaX[blil yTOJIOK B JIOME.

B nienTpe camoii OOJBIION KOMHATHI Y HEOOJBIIOro OaccefiHa B MOy WUrpajia MOs MIIafiiast
YEepPHOBOJIOCAs] CECTPEHKA, HETIOCIYIIHbIE JIOKOHBI KOTOPOH Beeria ObUIM pacTpenanbl. MusiaHa He
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moOwia 3arieTaTh UX B KOCY U IPSITaTh TAKYI0 KpacoTy. MuiaHa Obliia HEBEpOSTHO KPacCUBOM AE€BOY-
KO C 3eJIeHBIMHU IJIa3aMH U caMoi I0OpO¥ YIBIOKOM Ha CBeTe.

EnBa 3aBreB MeHs Ha OPOTre, MAJIBIIIKA TYT ke 3a0bljIa O CBOEM YBJIEKATEIbHOM 3aHSITHUH U CO
BCEX HOT OPOCHJIACh B MOM OOBSITHSI, CO 3BOHKMM KPUKOM OIOBEINAst BECh JOM O MOEM BO3BPAILICHUH.

— Banepus!!! — Bonmia Mosi IATUJIETHSST CECTPEHKA, MOBUCHYB Ha Moel 1iee. — [louemy Tol
Tak goiro? § cockydusace.

— IIpocrtu, LIBeTouek, — Becesno paccMmesiiach s, Kpyxa Muiany no 3aiy.

Mmunana Becesio ¥ TPOMKO CMesiIach.

— Tbl moKaTtaemb MeHsI Ha cCBoeM ApHOHe? — C HaJIeKION B TOJIOCE CIPOCHIIA CECTPEHKa, KOria
s IOCTaBIJIA €€ Ha HOTH.

MmuiaHa Tak ¥ He MOIJIa BHITOBOPHTH KJIMYKY JIOTAaaM MpaBmiibHO. Ho s He ycTaBasna ee rorpas-
JISITh.

— AHTEpHOHY CerofiHsi HyXeH OTIbIX, — MSTKO OTKa3aJa s YepHOBOJIOCOM JeBouke. — Ho 3aBTpa
OH C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM ITPOKATUT TeOs1 BepxoM. A TeOe rmopa yxe crathb, LiBetodek.

B 3an1 Bomia Mama, MpUBETIMBO YJBIOHYBIICH MHE.

— Tubepwmii yxe cut? — OCBEIOMUIIACH 51, HE YBHJIEB Ha €€ pyKaxX HeIaBHO pOAMBILErocs Opa-
THKA.

— Jla, — KMBHYJIa MaMa ¥ TTPOJOJIKMIIA CBOUM KPACHUBBIM HETPOMKHM TOJIOCOM:

— Munana HU B Kakyio 6e3 TeOsi He XOTesa JIOKHUThCS crarh. ['0BOpuT, 4TO mepen CHOM X04eT
TMOCJTYIIATh, KaK ThI CIIOEIIb €H.

310 ObUTO HeM30exkHO. 1 He MobOuIa MeTh, HO paay MaJICHbKOW CECTPEHKH IepedapbiBaia B
ce0e KaxIblil pa3 9TO HeXeaHHe.

— Tonbko oberai, YTo yCHeIb ObICTPO, — TETleph HAJEkK/Aa B rojioce Obuia y MeHs Ipu oopa-
IIEHNU K PeOCHKY.

— Korna 1e1 oems MHe, st ObICTPO 3achinan, — MusaHa notepia ria3a u TyT ke TOIMpOCHIIach
Ha PyKH.

[ets MHe, K CYACTBIO, TAK M HE MPUIILIOCh STUM BeuepoM. Korna s1 foHecia MasbIIKy Ao ee
KpOBaTH, OHa YK€ KPErKO crayia. AKKYPaTHO YJIOKHB €€ B ITOCTelb, 51 YKpbUIa ee 1 TOIeJI0Baja B JIOO.

— CrniokoiiHoit HouH, LIBeToyek, — mpornenrana .
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I'naBa 2. YyBCTBO OIIAaCHOCTH WJIHN CTPaxa

Bbi10 yXe mouTH TeMHO, KOra 5 Ula 10 y3KMM HEMOIIIEHbIM YJIMIIAM Ha BCTPEdy CO CBOMM
BO3JTIOOJICHHBIM. § OTJIMYHO 3HANIA KAKAYIO YIIHUILY U KaXIblii 3aK0YJI0K KOHCTaHTHHOTIION ST, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO TOpoj ObUT OTPOMHBIM, CHJIBHO 3aCTPOSHHBIM M T'YCTOHACEIeHHBIM. B mocneqHee BpeMs
ropof; ObICTPO poc U yayumaics. Peogocuii TpaTuil HeMaJlo ICHeT W YCUIIMH JJTs1 OJIaroyCTpOncTBa
Koncrantunononsi. Y pe3yabTatsl He 3acTaBiisiii cedst xaarh. [Ipu cBeTe IHS OT 3TOro ropoja HeBo3-
MOXHO OBUIO OTBECTH B3IIsiIA AaXe TeM, KTO KW TyT yxke gonroe Bpems. K Tomy xe, Peomocuii
HavyaJ BO3JBUT'aTh HOBBIE CTEHBI.

[NomHOCTBIO TOTPY3UBIIKCH B CBOU MBICTIH, 5T HE Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 32 MHOW KTO-TO CJie-
aut. Ho He ckazarth, 4TO 51 MCIyrajach, CKOpee HaCTOPOKXUIach. MenbKHYIa MBIC/Ib, YTO 3TO KaKOH-
HUOY/Ib MECTHBII KHUTENIb BO3BPAIIAETCS JOMOW. B 3TO BpeMsi CyTOK TYT peIko MOKHO ObLJIO BCTpe-
TUTb KOTO-TO U3 JIOJEH, HO BCE K€ ITO ObLIIO HE MCKITIOUEHO.

Sl mponomkuIa CBOM MyTh OBICTPBIM LIArOM, METJISAS MO Mpoysikam. Ho yem nasnblie s 1uia, Tem
Bce OoJbIlie MOHMMAJa, YTO 32 MHOM MJET CIIEKKA.

51 pe3ko obepHyach.

Vnuna Obi1a mycra. ...

Sl TsKENI0 B3MOXHYIIA, HO OIIYIIEHHe TOrO, YTO KTO-TO PSIOM M CJEAyeT 32 MHOM IO TISITaMm,
MeH# He ocTasJiisiia. Ha Besakuil cityyaid 1 OKMHYJIa B3IVISAOM KPBIIIY JOMOB, IepXKa PyKy Ha pyKOSITU
I1aiMyca U OXuast B OO0 MOMEHT aTaKH.

OpnHako, BpeMsl 110, HO s MO-TIpeKHEeMY Obla OfiHa.

W s nmponomkuia myTh B MPEKHEM HAIpaBJIEHUH, CTapasich He oOpalarh BHUMaHHS Ha YCUIIU-
Balolleecs OLIyIIeHUe MPeCIeIOBaHMs], Aepka PyKy Ha PYKOSITH IJIanyca.

Bckope s mpuiinia K BBIBOAY O TOM, YTO MHE BCe MOKa3aiock. Beap He ObUIO CIBIIIHO HUKA-
KHX IIIaroB M Obl1a aOCOMIOTHAs THINWHA. W OBUTO B 9TOM UTO-TO 37I0Bellee U HerpusaTHoe. $1 Oblna
HarpsiKeHa BCEM TEJIOM.

Brpyr st nouyBcTBOBasIa Ube-TO AbIXaHKE Y CBOEH Iier. HenpusTHBINA XOMOIOK TYT e MpOILIe
0 BCEMY MOeMy TeJly, CJIOBHO MeHsI OOJIWIIH JieIsTHOUM Bofoi. Ha MrHoBeHue st 3a0bl1a, Kak JIbIIIATh.
W 51 He Moria nomieBenuThes. 1 60sinach 00EpHYTHCSI U BOOUHMIO YBUIETh MPUUYMHY CBOETO CTpaxa.

Ho k1o on?

3Bepb, 0 KOTOPOM OOJITAIOT HAITyraHHbIEe TOpoXaHe?

SI3BIYHUK, KOTOPBI KeJIaeT IPUHECTU MEHs B sKepTBY cBOMM boram?

Ho s ceituac onna, a yOUTHIMU BCETAa HAXOAWIM MYKUYUHY M KEHIMHY.

A Moxet, oHM ObUTH YOUTBI B pa3HOE BpeMsl U TIPU XKU3HU JIaKe He 3HAM Ipyr apyra? A mbl
BCE NMPUHUMAJIH UX 32 BIIOOJIEHHYIO Mapy JIMIIb IIOTOMY, YTO HAIILTA UX BMecTe!

STa MBICTIb e1lle HUKOMY He PUXOIUIa B TOJIOBY.

W s BCe emne He MorJIa moieBenuThes. U 5 ellle HUKOrIa paHee He UCTIBIThIBajIa TAKOTO CTpaxa,
JIeICHSIIETO JIyTy.

C OorpoMHBIM YCHITHEM 51 BCE K€ 3aCTaBHJIa ceOs1 MEIJICHHO OOCPHYThCS, OKHMIasl YBUIETH IIEPe/]
coboii koro yrogHo. U s ceifuac 6ombliie Bepuia B KPOBOXKAJAHOE UYyJOBHIIE, KOTOPBIH MPSMO Ceii-
Yac BOH3UT CBOM OCTpbI€ KJIBIKM B MOIO III€l0. A 3aT€M OH BBINBET BCIO MOIO KPOBb, OCTABUB TEJIO
HETPOHYTHIM.

Bce emme Oopsich ¢ JieieHsIIUM JyIly CTPaxoM, 51 0XKKAada MOMEeHTa cMepTH. S 6osiack 1axe
AbIIaTh. Ml HOTY MeHsI IOUTH He epKasii.

Ho ynuia Bce Tak ke Obuia mycra. . .

Bor Teneps s1 IeiicTBUTENFHO HE TOHMMAJIA, 9ero OOI0Ch OOJbIIIE: TyCTHIHHOMW YIUIIBI C MEPTBOM
THUIIHOM, OKECTOUSHHBIX SI3bIYHUKOB MJIA KPOBOXKAJIHOTO 3Bepsi?
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Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHMH, MHE BCE k€ YIaJIOCh B3STh ceOsl B PyKHM M HEMHOTO paccia-
OuTbCs. S IIyMHO BBIIOXHYJIA U TOJIBKO ceiuac OOHapyXHUJia, YTO MOsI pPyKa HACTOJIBKO CHJTBHO CHKH-
MaJia pyKOSITh IJTa[INyCa, YTO KOCTSIIKY MAJIbIIEB MOOENIEIH.

BH1MaTe1bHO OCMOTPEBIIIUCH [0 CTOPOHAM ellle pa3, st MPOAOKIIIA CBOH IMTyTh 3a cTeHbl KoH-
cranTuHOMONA. TONBKO Tenephb g yxke Oexaa.

Brictpo Gerath 51 ymena! Y ganbHue pacCTOSHUSI MEHS HE TTyTrajii.

OxkazaBImch 32 CTEHAMHU OTPOMHOTO TOPOJA, 1 e1le HEMHOTO YCKOPWJIACh, PACCUMTHIBAST CHJIBI
Ha BECh MyTb, KOTOPBIH MPEACTOSIIO TPEOIOIETh JI0 KEIAeMOro MecTa.

INopoit MHe Ka3anock, YTO MeHs1 OOJIbIle He MPeciieOBAII, a MOPOH s CIOBHO YyBCTBOBAJIA
Ybe-TO JIbIXaHUE ¥ HE3PUMOE TIPUCYTCTBHE.

Eme HemHoro m Oyner coBceM TeMHO. §I XOTena ycrieTbh OKa3aThCsl B JKEJIAEMOM MeECTe JI0
HACTYIUICHUSI 9TOr0 MOMeHTa. $1 He MOHMMAaa, YTO MPOMCXOAUT M OTKYAA B3SUICS STOT HEJIeTIbIi
crpax. 51 xorena mockopee BCTPETUThCS ¢ MOOMMBIM. C HUM sI HUKOTJJa He UCTIBIThIBAJIA CTpaxa, 3a
MCKJIIOYEHUEM TIepBbIX MOMEHTOB cpaxeHust. Ho 1axke B Te MOMEHTHI, HAXOXKJICHUE PSIOM CO MHOM
MOOUMOTO BCETa BCEJISUIA B MEHsI YBEPEHHOCTD U CUITY.

Ceituac ObUIa JTUIIB 51, MOE ABIXaHUEe U MOU IIard. §1 mocrapanach Kak MOKHO CKOpee CKOHIIEH-
TPUPOBAThCs Ha 3TOM. U 3T0 y MeHs oueHb ObICTpo nonyunsiock. Ctpax Havyas npoxonutb. OqHako
s1 BHUMATEJIbHO MPOJIOJIKaa CJASAUTH 32 TEM, YTO MTPOUCXOAUT BOKPYT. §l MpHUCITyMBaIach KO BCEM
3ByKaM, JIOJIETABIIMM JI0 MEHs1. Sl OTUET/IMBO CIIbIIIAIa CBOE JIBIXaHUE U IIIEJIECT TPABBI TOJ] HOTaMH.
4 ymena nBuraThcsi MpaKTUIECKU OECUTYMHO U OYE€Hb STUM TOPAUIIACH.

41 6pL1a Xoporo odyueHa.

Tak OTKy[a ke B3sUICs 9TOT HeJIeNblid cTpax ?

MwuHOBaB HEOOJIBIION MepesiecoK U JOCTUrHYB Oepera 3ootoro Pora, s OCTaHOBUIIAC.

41 6bi1a yxe TyT ceronHs. S pyrana Opata U ero xeHy 3a OIpOMETYMBOCTb U OECIIEYHOCTh, HO
ceifyac cama MocTymnaja UMEHHO Tak.

MeHs1 Bce He IOKHAAJIa MBICITb, YTO 32 HUIMH KTO-TO CJIeAWI. $1 Bepuiia ToMy, 4TO BU/IENa caMa.
W 51 Buaena BHICOKOTO TEMHOBOJIOCOTO MyxunHy! W mycTh OOJbIero sl pa3risiAeTh He CMOIJIa, HO
MHe OBLIO 3TOTO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OBITH YBEPEHHOU B CBOEH MPABOTE.

Ho kax oH cymesn Tak ObICTPO HCYE3HYTh?

CorHIle 1aBHO YK€ CKPBUIOCH 32 TOPU30HTOM. M ceifuac MMpoKyIo peKy OcBelasa JHIIb JIyHa.
Ceromns ObUIO TIOHOTYHHME, 2 BECh HEOOCKJIOH ObLT ycestH 3Be31aMH. J10rok TaHHbIH JIETKUIA U TeTl-
JIbIA BETEPOK KOJIBIXQJI MOM JJIMHHBIE JIOKOHBI. 3aKphIB I71a3a, 5 MEAJIEHHO W TIIyOOKO B3JOXHYJIA,
HAC/IAXAasICh CBEKUM HOYHBIM BO3YXOM.

[puceB Ha KaMHM y BOJIBI, 51 3a4apOBAHHO CMOTpeJIa Ha OJIMKH JTyHBI, OTPaKAIOIIHECs Ha JIETKUX
BOJTHaX. $1 MOIJIa OONTY HACTAKAATHCS STUM BUIOM.

Ho yxe oueHb CKopo MeHsI HauaJlo TPEBOKUTH TO, YTO MOETO BO3TIOOIEHHOTO BCE ellle He ObLIO.
CeronHs1 yTpoM $1 TOJNyYHJIa U3BECTHE O €r0 BO3BPAIEHUH B TOPOJ ¥ O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHO OH
KeJlaeT MeHs BUICTb.

CeronHst BeUEpOM.

Ha s1om mecre.

W 06pr4HO ONo3gaHus BXOJIIM B MOIO IPUBBIYKY. 1 3TO 5 ero Beerna 3acTapisiia kX aath ceosl.
HenpeanamepenHo, koneuHo. Ho Tak mosy4anocs.

[Norpy3uBIIKCh B IOTOK OYEPEAHBIX MBICIEH U B MPEACTOSIIYI0 BCTPEUYy CO CBOMM BO3JIO0-
JIEHHBIM, 51 HE Cpa3y yCJbIIIaa OCTOPOKHbIE Iark no3aau ceds. KTo-to ko MHe MoAKpaablBaiCs, 1
Terepb 3TO ObLIO OYEBUJIHO!

Moxert, 3TO TOT, KTO CJIe[iJI 32 MHOM HeMHOruM paHee? U ceiiyac oH Bce ke Bbian ceds, u
s1 CMOT'Y €0 pasIyIsAeTh!

1 pe3Ko BCKOYMIIa Ha HOTY, 0O€PHYBIINCH JIMIIOM K TPOTUBHUKY. M BOT ceifyac pasrajika HemMu-
HyeMa! V1, BO3MOXHO, UTO BECh TOPOJ] y3HAET ¥ TIOBEPHT, YTO HET HUKAKOTO KPOBOXAJIHOTO MOHCTpa!
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B MoeMm mopeiBe OBLIO CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO PEIIMTEIbHOCTH U YBEPEHHOCTH, Ha JIUIIE 3aCThLIO
MoOeTIOHOCHOE BBIpaXKEHHe, a XOJIOAHOCTh M MOYTH OTYasHUE B IJ1a3ax myraud. M g ycrena cxBa-
TUTBCS 32 PYKOATH Taanyca. MHe He XBaTUJIO BCErO MTHOBEHHU S, YTOOBI JOCTATh €ro.

Ho s yxe ObUIa B TUICHY KPENKUX MYKCKUX OOBATHIA, KOTOPbIE JIMIIIIA MEHSI BO3MOKHOCTU
JBUTATHCS. A MOCJIEIOBABIINN B JAJbHEHIIIEM HEKHBIN MOLIETYH JIMIITWI MEHsI BO3MOXKHOCTH €lle U
AyMaTb.

Bostees Gobitie He uMeso cMbicaa. Y pexHUi cTpax Ka3aics MHE HeJIeNbIM U CMETITHBIM.

S TMIIOM K JIUITY CTOsIJIa C CaMbIM KPacUBBIM MYXXYHHOM Ha CBETe.

Moii My)kurHa ObLT OJIOHIMHOM C TOMYOBIMM IJ1a3aMH, TOHKUMH YepTaMH JIMIA U KPaCHUBO
BhIpaKeHHBIMU CKyJIaMu. OH ObLIT BBICOK U XY/IOIIAB, HO IIPH 9TOM BBITJIS/IEN MyXecTBeHHO. Ha 3aro-
peJioM JIMIIe CUsiia HeoTpa3uMasl YJIbIOKa, a I1a3a CBETHINCh PAIOCThIO.

Ms1 cMoTpenu pYr Ha Jipyra, He OTpbiBas I71a3. Mbl He BUICIHUCh HECKOMBKO Hepenb. U ata
pasiyka OblJIa caMoy JJOJTOM ¥ MYYMTEJILHOM 32 BCe TO BpeMsl, UTO Mbl ObUTM BMecTe. VIHorIa MHe
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MOMEHTA BCTPEUN U BOBCE HE HACTAHET.

— 41 omo3an JMIIb HA HEMHOTO, a THI YKe 3a OpPY)KUE XBaTaellbCsi? — HeXKHBIM, JTypPMaHSAIIAM
TOJIOBY TOJIOCOM ITPOTOBOPWIT AHalbOepT, CMOTPSI HA MEHSI JIIOOSIIIUM B3TJISIOM.

— Hy, — BBIJIOXHYJIA 1, He keJjast MOKa3bIBaTh CTpaxa W3-3a CBOMX MpepacCylkoB. — B ciemy-
IOLTUI pa3 Thl ABAK/IBI TIOyMaelllb IPeXk/Ie, YeM HaJyMaelllb 3aCTaBUTh MeHs KIaTh TeOsI.

— Bonplnie He 3acTaBimio, — OH OCIa0WIT 0OBITUS, YOSTUBIIUCH, YTO 5 OOJIBIIIE HE MPEICTABIISIO
OIMACHOCTH. — A 3T0 Tebe, — 1 Tiepe]l MOUM JIMIIOM BO3HMKJIA Oejasi po3a.

51 B3si71a po3y B ONIHY PYKY, BTOPOU PYKOH 51 KOCHYJIACh €ro IeKH. 3aTeM 3aIlyCTiia MaJiblibl B
€ro BOJIOCH U CO coBaMu: «Kak ke s COCKy4mIach», OTSHY/IACh K €ro rydam 3a MoleyeM.

N Anans0epT He 3acTaBUII MEHs KJaTh HU MTHOBEHHUSI.

ChvikoM J0JToi OblTa Hallla pasiyKa.

U TeMm kenaHHee U cTpacTHee OblIa HaIlla BCTpeva.

Jlexa B ero oOBATUSX C YMUPOTBOPEHHOM YJBIOKOM, 51 moOoBanach 3Be3namu. OHM Bcerga
MeHsI MaHWIM CBOEW 3a4apOBAaHHOW M HEM3BEJAHHOW KPAacOTOW, CBOMM BEIIMKOJIeTTUEM, CBOEH Oe3-
JOHHOCTBIO M CBOEW HEJOCSATaeMOCThIO. A eC/Iv JIONT0 CMOTpPeTh Ha HeOO, TO BCerja MOXHO OBbLIO
YBUJETh, KaK yHaJeT Kakas-HUOyab 3Be3/1a. M Bce OHM Mafaiy Mo-pa3HOMY: HEKOTOPBIE CrOPaN B
MTHOBEHUE, TIPOJIETEB HEOOBIIIOE PACCTOSTHIE; IPYyTHe Maaliv I0Jro U IpKo. B Take MOMEHTH MHe
BCer/ia Ka3ajoch, YTO 3TO 0OOPBAJIACh UbsI-TO KU3Hb, M €0 3Be3/1a HaBCeraa 3aTyXJa.

NuTepecHo, Kakoil ke ToJKeH ObITh 3BE3/I0Ma/, KOT/Ia MAYT BOWHBI, U JIFOAW TMOHYT ThICSTIYaMu?

OT 3TO¥ MBICIIH 51 B3/IPOTHYJIA, MTOKPEeIye MPUKaBIIUCh K CBOEMY Bo3moOneHHomy. U ero 06b-
STUS, KaK ¥ BCEr/a, MojIeCTBOBAJIM HA MEHSI B HY)KHOM HalpaBJieHUH. Bce MOM MBICIT B MOMEHT
PaCTBOPSUTUCH U XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI TO MTHOBEHHE HE 3aKAaHYMBAJIOCH HUKOT/IA.

— O 4em TH Aymaenib? — MpepBaj; MO Pa3MbIILICHUS ATaTbOepT, MOLEIOBaB MEHS B JI00.

— O BeuHOM, — TIporIeNa s, Hexkach B ero o0bsTusx. — O 3Be3gax. O Hac.

— la, — moxepskall My’K4rHa. — BT BMecTe BEYHO, 3TO JIOJIKHO ObITh, HEBEPOSITHO 3/I0POBO!
S1 OB1 XOTEN 3TOTO.

Sl ynpiOHymach ¥ TIOpaoBaiach B OUEPEIHOM pa3, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIO Mbl TIOHMMAH JIPYT
apyra. 5 v momyMaTh He MOIJIa, 9TO MOTJIO OBITh KaK-TO MHaue. Beb MMEHHO TaK U BHITJISANUT JTIOOOBb.
M MBI OJIOBUHKM OIHOTO T1e10r0. M 'y HaC Moayyuioch HAauTH Jpyr Apyra.

— MoskeTt, HaMm JydIlle He BCTPEeYaThCs 10 HOYaM B TAKMX MeCTax? — BAPYT HEOKHUIAHHO CIIPO-
cui Aansoepr.

Sl ¢ yaMBIeHHMEM M MHTEpEecOM IMOCMOTpesia Ha BO3MIOOJIEHHOr0, MPUIMOTHUMASICh Ha OTHOW
PYKe ¥ 3arisapiBast B ero miasa. f, Momya, kjaajia oObsSCHEHUI.

— Hanum eme aByx mmoneit yOUTBIMU, — MPOAOIIKIIT AlanbOepT.
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— 41 3Hal0, — CMOKOMHO M CJIerka pa304apoBaHHO OTBETHJIA Ha 3TO si. — $1 Obula TaM CerojHsl.
Hy, 1 uto ¢ Toro? Ilpuuem TyT Haim BcTpeyun?

— INoroBapuBaT, 4TO UX BCeX yOMBAeT HOYHOHM JIEMOH, TIOXOXUW Ha 3Bepsi, HO B OOIMYMe
YeJIoBeKa.

— 41 TeGs1 ymonsiio! — BOCKJIMKHYJA 51, OTCTPAHUBIIUCH OT HErO, YTOOBI eIle JIydIlle BUJIETh ero
muio. — U Tel Tyna xe?

51 Bce ke Hazlesnack, YTo AanbOepT Hecepbe3HO rOBOPUT 00 3ToM. Ho cTOMI0 MHE B3IIISIHYTh
B €ro 00ECIOKOEHHOE JIMIIO, KaK S MOHsJIa, YTO MOsI HaIeXkKJa ucuessia, ¥ OH He IIyTHUT.

— Kakoi nemoH ninm 3Bepb? — HerooBaja si. — Thl I€HICTBUTENBHO B 3TO BEPUILb?

— Ho Tena-to 06ecKkpoBieHHbIE, — TBITAICS ONpaBaaThcss AnanbOepT. — FICHO ke, 4TO Takoe
HE MOT cJieJlaTh YesIoBeK!

— Mosxer, 310 OOJNBLHON YeNoBeK, — (pbIpkHYIa . — 1 3TOM cTpammikoi Opara myrao. Tem
CaMBIM TIBITAasICh MpPU3BaTh €ro K BHUMATEJBHOCTH M OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a ceOs u 3a Pabduoiny.
dabuona He CMOXKeT 3alUTUTH Ce0s1, CITyYUCh YTO-TO CTPAITHOE. DTO MBI C TOOOH CMOXEeM 3allUTUTh
APYT Opyra ¥ IPUKPBITh CO CIIMHBL. ECM BAPYT 3TOT KTO-TO MOSIBUTCS 3[1ECh, B Ye€M 51 OUYSHb COMHE-
Baloch. Bce yOuThbie — mpocThie ropokaHe.

— T'oBOpAT, 4TO 3TO HEOOBIUHBIN 3BEPh, — HE YHUMAJICS AabOepT.

— I'oBopsat! I'oBopsT! — nepeapazuuia s ero. — Maso Jin uyto roBopsit! OHM MOTYT TOBOPUTh
Bce, uTo yrogHo! Vnu Tel BAPYT uctyraics?

Ananps6epT pacXoXoTaycsi U OTBETUI:

— Bo mue Her crpaxa. Ectb onacenus. 1 o 6omblieit yactu 3a Te0si, KOHEUHO Ke, yIia Mosi!
Cryxu He 6epyTcs TPOCTO TaK.

—Jlaxe eciii 3T0 U Tak, OTKyHda OHM 3HaOT? $1 He 3HaI0 HU OAHOTO YeIOBeKa, KOTOPbIA Aeu-
CTBUTEJILHO OBl ero Bues. Eciii KTo ero u Bujes, Tak 3TO Te HECYaCTHbIE, KOTOPBIM He ToBe3o. {1
HE BUKY CMBICTIa OOCYKIIaTh 3Ty TeMY, — 51 TOBOPHJIA MBUIKO U BO30YKAEHHO, HO TIOCIIEIHION (hpasy
MIPOTrOBOPHJIA MATKO, JOTPOHYBIIUCH JIO €r0 JIAJIOHH.

— W motom, — Tak e MSTKO MPOIOJKIIA 51, BCIOMHMB O BTOPOM BapuaHTe. — [ 0BOpAT Tak ke,
YTO ITO /IEJIO PYK A3bIYHUKOB. OHM YOMBAIOT JIIOJEH, TTOJBEIITNBAS UX 32 HOTH U BBIITYCKasi BCIO KPOBb
1o nocieanen karwm. [a, @eongocuii 3ampeTui 10001 By kepTBonprHOmeHus. OH BooOIIe 3arpe-
THJI 3Ty Bepy M OTKazajcs OT mpexHux boroB. OH M3/1an kKeCcTKHe SMUKTH U HAJIOKUJI OTPOMHBIC
mrpadbl B HaKa3aHue 3a OCiylllaHue U peHeOpexeHue ero Bose. Ho oH He BceBUASAINIMIA U HE Bce-
3HaIUi. I OH HEe MOXeT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh AOCOMIOTHO BCEX. A SI3BIYHUKU, COBEpIIasi CTOMb ykKac-
HbIE JIeSHUS, CaMU TIPUIYMATM Ty UCTOPUIO TIPO KPOBOKaJHOTO 3Bepsi. [IpocTo asist Toro, Yto0sl
OTBECTH OT ce0si Bce mofo3penusi! VI oHu BceMH CHJIaMU MBITaloTCs 3amuTuTh cedsi! Hukro u He
JOJKeH ObUT IOMyMarth Mpo HUX, KOT/Ia Bce OyIyT onacaThCsi HEBEAOMOTO Uy/I0BHINA !

— 41 — A3BIYHUK, B KAKOM-TO POjie, — KaK Obl MEXAY TIPOYMM MTPOroBOpri AlanbOepT, Teprie-
JIMBO BBICITYIIIAB MOY TIPEAMNONOKeHUs. — S BCIO )KU3Hb poc B si3bIuecTBe. M s1 TOUHO 3HAI0, YTO HET
TaKoro oopsa, YTo0s BO3HeCTH Boram sxepTBOITPUHOIICHH S, yOMBAasl TIPU STOM JIOJICH U BBITyCKast
y HUX KpoBb. KMBOTHBIX MHOT/Ia PUHOCAT B kepTBY. Ho He miozielt. f Bcero JIIib X049y MOHSATH, YTO
3TO 3a TBaphb Takas. U moyemy youBasi, oHa 3a0MpaeT BCI0 KPOBb? — CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM 3aKOHYMJT OH.

— 41 Toxe 3TOTO *Kemnal, — cornacuiach s1. — M mymaio, eciivi OH TYT HOSIBUTCS, MBI CMOJKEM €r0O
youts. V1 coBepilieHHO He BaXXHO, YTO TOBOPAT O HeM Jiioau. HeBaxHO M TO, HACKOJIBKO OH CTpallleH
WM KaKue 3JIble Y Hero I71a3a, OCTpble KJIBIKU U YTO TaM erle!

— Pora, — ycMexHyBIIHCh, TIOICKA3aJl MY KUMHA.

— Bce xxuBoTHBIE, 00M1aJaI01e pOramMH, MUTAIOTCS TpaBoil. Hackosbko MHe U3BECTHO, — Mapu-
poBasia 1. — Tak 4To 51 O4eHb COMHEBAIOCh, YTO Y HETO €CTh pora.

AnanpsOepT He cTasl co MHOM CIIOpUTh. bosiee Toro, emy yke HaCKy4msa 3Ta Tema.

Kak, Bpouem, u MHe. U s mockopee moskenana 3aBeCTH pa3roBop Ha JPYyryio TeMy.
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N s nymaia 06 5TOM Ha IPOTSKEHUW HECKOJBKUX JHe. U, HakoHell, Bce e pelmiach Ha 3TOT
miar. $1 monoxusa rojoBy emMy Ha IJie4o, HAOUPAsICh CMEJIOCTH.

— 3aBTrpa B Hamem nomMectbe CebacTuan ycTpanBaer nvp. M Tam s Xouy HpencTaBUtTh TeOst
CBOEH ceMbe, — BhIMAJIIIA S Ha OJJHOM JIbIXaHWU.

Hy BoTt, camoe cnoxHoe 51 ckazaia eMy. OcraBajoch MPUATH K €AMHOMY MHEHHIO M Keja-
TEJILHO, YTOOBI Pe3y/IbTATOM OBLJIO 03BYYEHHOE.

Ananp0epT mpoMoJTIal, HO YUYACTUBIIMIACS CTYK €ro Cepiila BhIIANl €ro — OH 3aHEpPBHUYAIL.

— A ec/ii OHU MeHsI He PUMYT? — CIIPOCHJT OH Yepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsl.

$1 3HaMa, 94TO ITOT IIAr JJIs HerO TaK e BOJHUTEJICH, KakK U IS MeHs. Sl mpumoaHsiack, Omnm-
pasich Ha JIOKOTh, ¥ TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha BO3JTIOOIEHHOTO.

— He Mory noBepuTh, — yIBIOHYJIACH 5 U, MBITASCh CIJIAJAUTh HEPBHOE HAINpsKeHHe, KOCHYJIACh
rybamMul KOHYMKA ero uaeaabHOro Hoca. — Thl ke caM ellle COBCeM HeJIaBHO TOBOPHUJI, UTO B TeOe HeT
crpaxa. Vm Thl Bce ke 4ero-to Ooutibes?

— He yero-To, — monpaBui MOl MyKYWHA, CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYBIIMCh M HAMaTbIBast Ha Tajell
MO JIOKOH. — [[J1s1 MeHsI 3TO O4eHb BaXKHO. A ThI CJIUIIIKOM JOJITO He KeJlasia MPECTABIATh MEHS VM.
W, ecu BOpyr oHM MeHS HEe TIPUMYT, MHE TTPUIETCS TeOs] BBIKPACTh!

— [Mouemy TeOs1 TOTKHBI HE TIPUHSITH? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA sI, YBEPEHHAs, YTO BCE MPOMIET XOPOIIO
1 B IPY’KeCTBEHHOU 0OCTaHOBKe. — B Moeli ceMbe MpUHATO Jpykeaoone u monnManue. Tem 6onee,
YTO BCE JIaBHO MEUTAIOT U C HETEPIICHUEM KIYT, KOra ke 5 MO0 KOro-HuOy b, Korjaa y MeHs
MOSIBUTCS CBOsI ceMbst. U koraa s ocraBmio apmuio Peopocus.

— U TH1 BIIOOMIACH B OHOTO U3 TOTOB, C KOTOPBIMU BOMHA 3aKOHUMJIACh KAKUX-TO JIBEHA/IIIATh
JeT Hazaa! — mpousHec AanbOepT TOHOM, CJIOBHO Yke ObLT 0OpedeH Ha MpoBajl. — [OTOB CUMTAIOT
BapBapamu. U moau erie He ycreau 3a0bITh O TON BoliHe. K HaM OTHOCSTCS ¢ MpeHeOpeKeHUEM.

— Hy u ut0? — He yHMMAanach 1. — Thl MPABUIIBLHO CKAa3aJl, YTO BOMHA 3aKOHUYMJIACH JIBEHA/IIIATh
Jer Hazad. U na, mpocroe HarloMUHaHKWE: TIOJIOBUHA apMUK Peofocus COCTOUT U3 TOTOB. A MyKeM
ero IJieMsIHHUIIBI siBJisieTcst — clopripuz! — [OT!

— 4 yuacTBOBau B TOi BoitHe 1 Gbl1 Ha TOM CTOpOHE, — IPYCTHO HATIOMHIJI AJIAJILOEPT.

S memuoro cHukJa. 1 1 cama noHMMasa, 4to K Aans6epty OyayT OTHOCHTBCS C OIMACKOW B
niepBoe BpeMs yx TouHo! Ho 51 Oblia yBepeHa B TOM, UTO OHM M3MEHST CBOE MHEHHE, CTOMT UM JIUIIIb
y3HATh €ro MoJyvIIe.

— Torpaa Tebe ObUIO BCEro BOCEMHA/IIIATh, — BCTAJA 51 Ha 3aIUTy AanbOepTa, CJIOBHO ero 0OBH-
HsUJT KTO-TO JIPYTOM, @ HE OH CaM.

— U Bce xe, A MOHUMAJI, YTO JeJai0, — MPOAOIKAT CIOPUTH OJIOHIVH, HAXO[s HOBBIC apry-
MEHTHI.

— Tsl ciac MHe XW3Hb, — YIBIOHYJIACH 51, KeNast MOCKOpee 3aKOHYUTh Pa3roBOp, KOTOPHIH I'po-
3WICS TIepepacTu B ccopy. — M olHUM 3TUM Thl OKPBIBaellh CBOM JIeUCTBUS B ['0TCKOI BoliHEe. ITO
JOpPOTOro CTOUT.

— Tel Bcerna Haiiyien» MHe ONpaBJiaHue, — claics Aaabpoepr.

— [Motomy, uto s1 MOOIO TeOs1, — MpoTIeNa I MATKUM TojiocoM. — M s He TIO3BOJII0 HUKOMY TeOsI
HE JIIOOWTb.

— D70 5 I0JKeH Tebs 3aluIIaTh, — AfanbOepT 0OXBATHII OTHOW PYKOUM MEHS 3a TaJIMIO, U BMUT
s OKa3aJiach Jiexarh Ha CIIMHE, 2 MO MYKYMHA YKe CKJIIOHUJICS HAJI0 MHOWM.

— T cpenain ropasnao OoJblile, YeM Crac MO0 XHU3Hb, — B OUEPEIHON pa3 HATIOMHUJIA 51 eMY.

— DTo THI CcrIacia MeHsl, — C 3TUMHU CJIOBAaMU OH HATHYJICS K MOEMY YXY M HEeXHBIM T'OJIOCOM
niporrenTai: — biarogaps tede s y3Has, 4TO 3HAYUT JIIOOUTH ITO-HACTOSIIIIEMY .

— 3HauWT, pelIeHo, — C yIbIOKOU MPOM3HECa 51 TOHOM, He TEePIISIIIUM BO3pakeHHU. — 3aBTpa
THI IOJKEH TIPUCYTCTBOBATh y HAC Ha Tpa3aHecTBe. M mocsie 3Toro Ham He TpuIeTcst OOJbIe BCTpe-
YaThCs B TAKUX MECTaxX.
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— U tak, kak BIOOpa y MeHS HeT, s IpHOy/1y 3aBTpa BEUYSpPOM B BAlll JIOM, — COITIACUIICS ATajTb-
Oepr.

OH HUKOrJIa He MOT' MHE JI0JITO TIPOTHBOCTOSITh M OYEHb YacTO MPUHUMAT TO, YEro XOTesa si.
Ho 31M npeumyIiecTBoM s Mojib30Bajiach KpaiiHe peako. Y oH 3Has 3To.

Hy uro emie ckazars? Mbl TIOOWIH APYT Apyra, Mbl MOAXOAWIN APYr Apyry. U s He xenana
3HATh UHOM JKU3HMU.

Hpyroii xu3Hy, rae He Oynetr Apanpoepra.
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I'maBa 3. HeoObIKHOBEHHBIN HE3HAKOMEI]

51 BepHynach joMoii niepen; paccBeToM. OCTOPOKHO MPOOUPASICh B CBOE KPBLIO Uepes BCe MoMe-
CThbe, s OCTaJIaCh HUKEM He 0OHapyXeHHOW. Bce obuTarenu JomMa B 9TO BpeMs ellle KPEnKo Craiv, HO
yXke yepes3 mapy 4acoB B JloMe OymyT CHOBaTh KpernocTHble. OHU OyIyT 3aHUMAThCSl CBOEH pabOTOM,
crapasich ObITh HE3AMETHBIMH M KaK MOKHO MEHbIIIE TIOMaIaThCsl Ha Ila3a X035CBaM.

JloOpaBiIuck 10 CBOe MOCTeNy, 51 ¢ OIakeHHOM YJIBIOKOW U YMUPOTBOPEHHBIM BBIPaXKEHUEM
JIMIa OYeHb CKOpO ycHyna. §1 Oblla cyacTiMBa Kak HHMKorjga. MHe XOTeJoCh KpudaTh 00 3TOM Ha
KaXJIOM YTy, COOOIIATh O CBOEM COCTOSIHUHM KaKJIOMY Y€JIOBEKY — 3HAKOMOMY M HE3HAKOMOMY.

4 mobwuia, 1 g ObuIa JT0oHUMa !

U 311Mm Bce ObUIO CKa3aHo.

He ycniena s 3acHyTh, Kak MOYTH Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO YbE-TO MAJEHBKOE TEJIbIIE TUTIOX-
HYJIOCh PSIIOM C TIOCJIEJOBABIIMM BECEJIbIM 3BOHKHM CMEXOM.

— Banepus! Ipocemaiicst! Ve 3aBTpa HacTynmio! Tel MHe o0elnaia mokatath MeHs Ha ApH-
oHe!

Munana. Most miaaiienbkasi cectperka. Kakas sxe ona Henocesa! M kak ke paHO OHa TPOCHY-
Jlach cerofHs!

OpHako, OTKPBIB IJ1a3a, 5 TIOHsJIA, YTO MPOCIajia yke HeCKOIbKO YacoB. M MHe Bce elre Xote-
JIOCh CIaTh, HO s TOHMMAJIA, YTO O CHE MHE OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIb MeuTaTh. HeyromonHast Mustana nphi-
rajia BOKPYr MeHsl, TpeOysi, YToObI s1 HeMe/IJIEHHO BCTalla U MOIIUIA BHIMOJHATH CBOE OOEIaHKe.

Vike depes yac 51 KaTajla MaJblIKy Ha AHTEPUOHE 10 BHYTpeHHEMY OBOpY. JleBouka BU3kaia
OT PaJOCTH, TPOMKO CMesIIach, IiedeTtana 6e3 yCTaliy U MHOT/IA IOBOJIBHO XJIOTaJla B CBOM MaJIeHbKHE
nagomku. MHe 9T0 3aHSTHe TPUHOCUIIO TOJBKO PaJoCThb. Sl leHWIa KaK b MUT, TPOBEAEHHBIN CO
CBOEU CEMbEHl.

U coBcem CKOpO Hallly JHEBHYIO ITPOTYJIKY MPHIILIOCH TpepBaTh. MHE H0CTABUINA U3BECTHE OT
deomocusi, B KOTOPOM MOCIIEAHUI MTPOCKIT MEHsI 0 HEOOXOAMMOM BCTpeYe.

W 51 Bcerna He3aMeAIMTENHHO CIIeI0BaJIa YKa3aHUsIM CBOETo OTHa-uMIieparopa. Bot u ceitvac,
HE U3MEHSIS1 CBOMM TPHMHIIMIIAM, 51 COOOIIIIa 00 9TOM peliieHrnr Musiane. Maibliiika cHayajia O4eHb
paccTpomiach U yxe coOupaaach 4yThb JIM He 3aruiakath. Ho TyT ke Haruia 1yist ce0s1 ipyroe HauuH-
TepecHeMInee 3aHsATre, Oarogapss KOTOpOMY OHa MTHOBEHHO 3a0buia U 00 AHTepHoHe, 1 000 MHe,
1 BoOOIIIe 000 BCeM Ha CBeTe.

Y6eauBIIKCh, YTO JETCKask UCTEPHKA MUHOBAJIA, 51 OT/Iajia MOBO/bs Bepaibiy, uemM oueHb yiu-
BUJIa U 00paioBaJia CTapHKa.

— 41, yxe ObLIO, TyMaJl, 4TO Bbl HUKOT/Ia HE OKaXKeTe MHE YeCThb MOYXaKMBaTh 3a BaIllUM Kepeo-
1IOM, — CBETUJICS OT CYACThs1 KOHIOX. — $1 obermai, yTo ¢ AHTEpHOHOM Bce OyzIeT XOpoIo!

41 mo-noOpoMy paccMmesiiach M, COCJABIIACh HA HEOTIIOKHOCTh BAXHOTO JIesia, MOKUHYJIA JBOP
TTOMECTBSI.

Sl yacTo nmepeaBUragach Mo ropojy MEmKoM U 0e3 COpOBOXAeHUs. MHe HpaBUJIOCh HAOTIO-
1aTh, KaK JIOAW ObLIA 3aHATHI MPUBBIYHBIMU JHEBHbIMU fejaMu. Ceiiuac Oblia cepeiHa JTHS, HO
Jofe Ha yauiax ObLIO He MEHbIIIe, KaK eClii Obl s POXO/IIA 0 YJIUIaM C yTpa.

CaexencrieueHHbIN XJ1e0 yxke pa3o0paiu, U XJIeOOMeKH TOTOBIIMCH K HOBOMY [HIO, TTOKY-
nast HEOOXOAMMbIE MHIPEIUEHThI. MSICHUKM TOPrOBaJIMCh C KEHIIMHAMU U KPernocTHhIMU. BuHOTOP-
TOBIIBI O€3 yCTaJIM U HariepeOoi HaxBaIMBaJIM CBOM TOBApP, OXOTHO JaBast IJIOTOK JIJIs1 IPOOBI KaskIOMY
KenatorieMy. [1e-To cibiasics CTyK 1Mo HakoBaJIbHE, coo0Ias 0 OecripecTaHHor padoTe Ky3HellOB.
U, KOHEYHO, B TOJINIE CHOBAJIM MAJIbUMIIKH, UTPast IPYT C APYrOM U NePHOAMYECKA HOPOBHUIIU CTa-
[IUTh Y HEBHUMATEJIbHBIX IMMPOXOKUX MEIIOYKOB C JieHbraMu. KaMeHIMKY 001aropaskuBaal ropoj,
00HOBJIsAs (hacasibl TOMOB U Kpbilil. Tak ke, 1o npukasy deofocust, MOBCIOY BbICAXKHUBAJIN JICPEBbSI.
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Cerognast KOHCTaHTHHOIIONb, KaK ¥ B JIIOOOW OOBIYHBIN JICHb, KUIIWJ )KU3HBIO. Y PUBBIYHON JTIOI-
CKOH CyeTOMl.

[Tpoiias nrymMHbIE 1 MHOTOJTIONHBIE YJIHIIB TOPOAA, s IOIOILIA K BOPOTaM OrPOMHOIO U Kpacu-
BEWUIIIEro UMIIEPATOPCKOrO ABOPIIA.

4l m1a Mo ATMHHOMY KOPHIOPY CO MHOXKECTBOM OKOH. Boiisi B poCTOpHBIH, Gorato ykpa-
IIIEHHBIN 3aJ1, s cpa3y OThiCKasa B3rIsigoM deofocusi, BOKpYr KOTOporo Owbuia Oonbinas cBuTa. S
HaIpaBUIach K HEMY OBICTPBIM M YBEPEHHBIM IIIArOM.

— IMpuserctByio Teds1! ThI xenayn moroBoputh co MHOU, Peonocuii? — TPOMKO CIIpOCHIIA s,
MIpUBJIeKasl BHUMaHUE Lapsi K CBOEH MepcoHe.

deomocuii MOAHSIT TONOBY Y IONPUBETCTBOBAJ MEHS €/1Ba 3AMETHBIM KMBKOM TOJIOBBI. 3aTeM
OH ’KECTOM IIpaBO¥ pPyKM IPUKa3ajl BCEl CBOEW MHOTOUYKMCIIEHHO CBUTE IOKUHYTH 3aJl. Y JIBEpU OCTa-
JIMCh CTOSATH TOJBKO JIBAa CTPAKHUKA.

Nmnepatop ynbiOHy/ICsA MHE. §I 3Haa, 4TO OH OBbUT paji MEHsI BUIETh, M UYTO OH CKYYaJl IO MHE.

Kakn a. U s

Sl oueHp neHWIA U MOOWJIA Te HEIOJNTHUEe MTHOBEHHMS, KOra Mbl MOTJIM CBOOOJHO OOIIATHCS
APYT ¢ OpyroM, Kak oter U 1o4b. Ho, K cokajeHuio, U 10 TIOHSTHBIM MPUYMHAM, 3TO CIIy4asloCh
KpaiHe peKo.

U ceituac s HamepeBaiach MOJOUTH K HEMY U OOHATH €ro, Kak BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO 32
MHOW CHOBA KTO-TO CJIEJTUT.

Uro 310? 4 cxoxy ¢ yma? CHOBa NOBTOPSIETCS ITO YYBCTBO! DTO YK€ CTAHOBUTCS MPUBBIYKOM.
41 pe3Ko OCTaHOBUJIACH, TBITASICh CIIPABUTHCS C ITUM HABAKICHUEM.

— Basnepus, ¢ ToOo# Bce xopomio? — HacTopoxuiicss Peoocuit.

— Jla, — He CITMIIIKOM YBEpEHHO OTBeTHJIA 5. — HaBepHoe, — elle He yBepeHHee M HAMHOTO THIIIe
noGaBuia si.

W Tyt 9 yBunena EI'O!

OH ObLT MOXOXK Ha...pa3Be UYTo O0KECTBO KaKOe-HUOY/Ib.

OH 6bL1 BenMKONeTieH?

Her! Takoro ciioBa elie He pUIyMaiu.

Jlo 3TOro MOMeHTa 51 1 He Tpeoiaraia, 4To 4YeJ0BeK MOKET ObITh HACTOJIBKO KPacuB U Uje-
asieH. VneasbHbIe YepThl JIMLA; Kapue 171a3a, U3IyJaioniye Jo0poTy; e/1Ba 3aMeTHasl SMOYKa Ha MOI-
O0pojIKe; BBIpa3UTEbHbIC CKYJIBI; 4 €T0 JIerKasl IeTHHA MPUAaBaia eMy OCOOSHHBIH IIapM, PUKOBbI-
Basi MO€ BHUMaHHUE K HeMY. DTOT MyKUMHa 00JIaasl peaKuM MarHeTu3mMoM. Moii B3IJIsi/T CKOJTb3HYT
10 ero Tesy Hke. $1 3aMeTnia, 4To STOT He3HAKOMEIl aKKypaTHO CJIOKEH, BBICOK, CTPOEH, cuiieH. U
OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO I'afiaTh, KAKUM OBLJIO €r0 BEJIMKOJIEITHOE TEJIO B OTCYTCTBUM OJEK/Ibl. 3aX0TeI0Ch
KOCHYTbCSI €T0, YTOOBI YOSUThCSI, UYTO ITOT YeJIOBEK ObLT peasieH. 3aX0TesoCh Oy TUTh, KAKOBa €ro
KO’a Ha oulynb. HaBepHOe, HEBEPOSITHO HEXKHA. . .

Ho TyT 51 noiimana ce0si Ha MBICIIU, YTO OTKPOBEHHO U C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM Pa3IJIsSIIBIBAIO TOTO
MYK4YMHY. MOM IIEKM MTHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJIM, M MEHS OXBAaTWJIA BHE3AIHAS SIPOCTb.

[Maps Ha MO0 peakIuio, 0OBOPOKUTEIBHBI MyKYMHA YIBIOHYJICSI, OOHAKUB OEJIOCHEKHbIC
POBHBIE 3yObl, 2 Ha €r0 IeKax 3aurPasiid IMOYKH.

OH TOYHO He yesioBeK!

Jlionmu Takumu He OpiBatoT! OH ObLT Yepecuyp OesynpedeH u upeaneH! OT Hero HEeBO3MOKHO
ObLIIO I71a3 OTOPBATH!

Sl uTO0, MpOIOIIKal0 PasITIAAbIBATE €70 TaK OTKPHITO?!

BcrnbixHyB elnie cusibHee MpekHero, s OTBEPHYJIach OT HE3HAKOMIIA, PACTIPABUIIA TUIEUH F TOPIO
3amarayia K OTIly, KOTOPbI HUYEero 3Toro kKak OyaTo u He Bujen. Vmmepartop mpoposkan u3yvarhb
KaKMe-TO JJOKYMEHTBI, JIeKallie Tepei HUM Ha OOJIBIIIOM MacCUBHOM CTOJIE.

BecrniooOHbIN He3HAKOMeI[ HerPOMKO paccMesiyics, Habmonas 3a MHOW. Ero MsATKMiA royoc Ter-
JIOM pasWICs 10 MOEMY TeJly M JIACKaJl CITyX.
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ComHennii O0JbIIe He OcTaBAJIOCh — OH bor! Kem nHaue oH moyskeH ObUT OBITh, YTOOBI BOT TaK
MIPOCTO 3aCTABUTH MEHsI JII0OOBATHCS U BOCXHUILATHCSI UM, OECCOBECTHO Pa3IIIsiIbIBast €ro?

W 1yt cmyumiioch HeUTO coBceM HeBeposiTHoe! OiHa MOst HOra 3allenuiiach 3a BTOPYIO Ha POB-
HoM Mecte! Ho 51 BoBpems moiimMana paBHOBecue. MHe ynanoch MPUATH B YyBCTBA U BBIOPATHCS U3
OKYTaBIIIMX MEHS Yap He3HAKoMIa. §l Mova BeIpyranach, HaIesich, 4TO OH HE 3aMETUT ITOTO.

— Yero cMemHOro? — pe3Ko BCIIyX CIPOCHIIA sI, OTBJIEKAsl er0 BHUMAaHUE OT MOETO IpoMaxa.

Ero nerkas metuHa U cjerka B3bepoOIlIeHHbIe BOJIOCH MPUAABAIN €My OCOOEHHBIN IapM M
CEKCYaJIbHOCTb.

HpsiBon! S cHoBa ero pasrisiipiBaio! !

BcrnbixHYB B OphIBE FHEBA U SIPOCTH K caMoi cede, 51 Bce e Halllla B ce0e CUITbl OTBEPHYThCS
OT €ro BBIPa3UTEJILHOTO JIMIIA M MEPeKJIIounIa BCe CBOe BHUMaHWe Ha poautens. [locnennuii Ben
ce0sl Tak, CJIOBHO HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO HE MPOMCXOAMIIO: MU BUHO, TIPOAOJIKAS N3ydyaTh KaKHUe-TO
JOKYMEHTHI. Bech ero Buj BeIpakaa HEeBO3MYTHUMOCTb K HaM U MOJTHOE COCPEeJOTOUeHUE K Oymaram.

A TeM BpeMeHeM He3HaKOMeIl MPOIOJIKal CMOTPETh Ha MEHSI B3IJISIIOM, CJIOBHO XOTeJT MEHS
ChecTb. §l KOoXkel YyBCTBOBAJA TOT B3IJISA.

Ho, Tak xe 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH M ellle Koe-uTo. W 3To Oblia HeKast OracHOCTh, KOTOpasi HCXO/UIIA,
6e3 COMHEHUSs1, IMEHHO OT 3TOro 4eJioBeka!

Moe ceparie yJanieHHO 3a0UI0ch. S He Moria ¢ 3TUM coBiagarh. 1 He IOHMMasa, YTO TBO-
PUTBCS C MOUM TEJIOM, HO 51 0€3yMHO XOTeJia B3IJISIHYTh Ha HETO ellle XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE.

W 51 Hana noBoz AJ1s 3TOro, YeMy BHYTPEHHE OUeHb 00paoBaiach.

— PazBe TeOe He siceH ObUI MPUKAa3 TBOETO UMIIEPATOpa MOKUHYTh 317 — CTPOrO U HAPOUUTO
I'POMKO CIIpOCHJIa {1, CTapasiCb HE BbIAATb CBOCTO UCTUHHOI'O COCTOAHUA U IBITAACH IIPUBJICYb BHU-
Manue Peogocus.

My>xurHa yIpIOHYJICSI MHE. 3aTeM, He CIella, OTIPABUIICS K UMIIEPATOPY CO CIIOBAMM:

— ¥V Hero HeT OT MeHs TaiiH, 10ub umnepatopa Peogocusi!

1 yxe moponuia K OTIy, HO Ha MOCJIEAHUX CIOBAaX HE3HAKOMIIA Pe3KO OCTAaHOBHJIACH M TIOCMOT-
pena B maza eopocus.

OpHako poaWTeNlh CMOTPEN Ha MeHS ¢ YIBIOKOW Ha Ty0ax. OH mopories Ko MHe OJuke U TIo-
OTEUEeCKU OOHSIII.

— 910 Makcum. OH u3 poga CUMITMOHOB, — YYaCTJIMBO TMPEJCTaBUI MHE He3HakoMmila dPeono-
cuit. — Hy, a mpo Baneputo Tebe JaBHO U3BECTHO, — 3TH CJIOBA YK€ ObUTH OOpAILIeHbl B CTOPOHY MYX-
YHHBI, CTOSIBILIEMY TeTlepb COBCEM PSIIOM C HAMM.

— Tol eMy pacckazan? — HeloymeBaia s1. — § rosiarasia, 4to 3Ty TallHYy HUKOMY He CJie/lyeT 3HaTh!

—3ITOT YeJIOBEeK — MOe JJOBEPEHHOE JIUIIO0, — OTBETHJI HA 3TO MPABUTE]Tb.

— Tak nouemy 51 0 HeM paHbllle HUYEro He Ciblana? — 3aaaja s CleIyIonMid BOIIPOC CBOEMY
POIUTEITIO.

— 51 HepaBHO BepHysics 3 UTtamuu, rae mpoOblT TP rofa, — MOCYUTAT HYKHBIM HAllOMHHUTh
MHe Peonocuil. — A Makcum octaBajicsl TaM JI0 HEJJaBHETO BPEMEHHU. Thl MHOTOE YIyCTHJIA, JOYb
Most, — Peomocuil BepHYIICS Ha TpeKHee MEeCTO 3a CTOJIOM.

— HezakoHHOpOXJeHHAsI, — HEIOBOJILHO OYpKHYJIa 51 OUeHb TUXO, YTOOB Peogocuil He CMOT
YCIIBIIIIATh MEHSI, ¥ YTOOBI OH HE OOM/IEIICS] HA MOM CJIOBA.

1 3Hana, 4TO OH JIIOOUT MEHS HACTOJIBKO CHIIBHO, HACKOJIBKO M mofodaet otity. U emy oveHb
HE HPaBWJIOCh, KOT/IA s YIIOMUHAJA O TOM, UTO SIBJISIIOCH €r0 BHEOPAUYHOH JOYEPHIO.

— Opgnako, TeOs1 OH JTIOOUT CHJIbHEEe CBOMX 3aKOHHOPOXIEHHBIX JEeTeld, — chesal 3aMevyaHne
Makcum, ienast yiapeHue Ha CJIOBe «3aKOHHOPOKIEHHBIX».

41 pe3ko mocMoTpena B ero ctopoHy. OH CTOsUT HEMHOTO AaJjibllle OT MEHs, YeM OTell, HO CMOT
MeHsl yciblmatb. A deonocHii He ycbliai, nHaye Obl OH He OCTaBHJI MOE BbICKa3blBaHUE Oe3 BHU-
Manus1. Kakoil ske xoporuii y Hero ciyx!
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OpnHaxo, nocne cioB Makcuma, UMIIepaTop HaXMypHJICS M U3MEPHIT MEHS HEJOBOJIbHBIM B3IJIs-
JOM.

— 4 cumran, 9To MBI C TOOOW pEIIvId STOT BOMPOC, Banepusi, — TOHOM CypOBOTO poaUTEIs
IIPOrOBOPHUJI OH.

— Penmnm, — kuBHyna 51 Peopocuio, yKpaakoi OpocuB HEHABUCTHBIN B3IV B CTOPOHY Mak-
cHMa.

Ho ToT 06e30pyxuBaiolie yabIOHy/ICS MHE, €JBa 3aMETHO TIOIMUTHYB.

Ox yx 3Ta ynplOKa U SIMOYKH Ha ero miekax! 1 ero B MOMeHT mpoctual

ITpous!

1 moreITanmack COCPEOTOUNTRCS Ha OoJIee BaXKHBIX JeJIaxX, paly KOTOPbIX M MPHIILIA CIoJIa Cei-
yac.

— O yeM ThI XOTeJI TOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM ? — MSITKO TIOBTOPMJIA 51 BOITPOC, 3a/IaHHBIN OTIy paHee.

— XoTeJ NoJeUThCs ¢ TOOOW HOBOCTHIO, — 0XOTHO 3aroBopu ®eopocuii. — Ceropnst u3 Erunra
BepHyJics EBTpoHMI ¢ TpefcKa3zaHueM Mcxoa MPeCTOsIIEeN BOMHBI ¢ 3anagHoi UMIIEpUEH.

BpoBu y MeHs1 yIMBIIEHHO TOMOM3/IM BBEpX. S BCeraa CKeNnTHIecKr OTHOCUIIACh K MOI00HOMY
POy MEPOIPUSATHSIM, a TOIBKO YTO O3BYUYEHHOE COOOIIEHUE 3aCTABIIIO MEHsI B OYEPEIHON pa3 yco-
MHUTBCS B TOM, YTO TIPEICKa3aHHOMY BOOOIIE MOKHO OBbLJIO BEPUTD.

— A moGmxe MOHaXOB-TIpe[cKa3zatesiell He Hanwioch? Kak BOoOIe MOXHO BEpPUTH JIOISM,
KOTOpbIE MPEJCKa3bIBAIOT YTO-TMOO MO BHYTPEHHOCTSIM XXUBOTHBIX U MTUI(?! VK, MOXeT ObITh, B
Erunre kakue-1o 0cOOCHHbBIE ) KUBOTHBIE MPOKUBAIOT, CIICIMATIBHO BHIPAILICHHBIE 1JIs1 TUX Liesiei? —
MPOHUYHO O3BYYMJIA f1.

Kpaewm r1a3a s1 3amerwia, 9to peakiys Makcuma Obiia cxoskeid Moeid. JInbo oH yJI0BUII B MOeM
roJIoce capKasM M €ro 3T0 BECEUJIO.

— DTOT 0OCOOEHHBIH, ¥ €My sI IOIHOCTHIO NoBepsiio. Ero 30ByT Moann. U on 3 ®us, — 03ByUmI
deonocwii, He oOpalas BHUIMAaHUS HA MOU TOH.

— A-a, u3 ®uB. Hy, 310 Bce 00bscHseT. TaM, BUAUMO, MO-0COOEHHOMY OOyYaioT TOTPOIIUTh
TITHII, — CHOBA ChSI3BUJIA $1, 3aIJIaIUB CBOM TOH U CKENITHYHOCTh MUJIOH YJTBIOKOH.

deonocuii, KOHEUHO, HE MOT' HE 3aMETUTh MOETO MCTMHHOI'O MOBEJEHHUsI, HO MHE BCE BCErna
CXOIMJIO C PYK. A s HUKOT/Ia He TO3BOJIsiIa ceOe JIUIITHETO.

— He nasicunyaii, Banepusi, — Msirko paccMestiics otell. — Pa3Be Tebe He MUHTEPEeCHO y3HATh 9TO
npeacka3aHue? — TyT ke OMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— Pa3Be uto notomy, uTo Tebe HEe TEPIUTCS MOAETUTHCS CO MHOM 3TOM HOBOCTBIO, — MPOTIENa
s1, TUTIOXHYBILKCh Ha €0 TPOH Y Ha4aB BEPTEThCS 110 CTOPOHAM, IPUCMATPUBASICh U MBITASICh [IOHSATD,
KaK 51 CMOTPIOCh B HEM €O CTOPOHBI. — Ho 110 TBOEMY JJOBOJIbBHOMY JIMILY CMEIO CIEJIaTh 3aKII0YEHHE,
YTO BCe MpouieT yaayHo! S mpapa? — 4yTh HAKJIOHUB rOJIOBY HAOOK U TIPUIITYPUB IJ1a3a, 1 TOCMOTpeJIa
Ha OTLIA.

— AOGComOTHO, — yIBIOHYJICS B 0TBeT Peogocuid.

— Korna mbl BeigBUraemcs? — yqacTiuBo cripocui Makcum.

S HeOBOJIEHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha KpacuBOoro MykunHy. OTKyaa oH BooOiie Takou B3sics? U kak
eMy YJaJIOCh HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO 3aBOEBATh PACIIONIOKEHUE UMIIEpaTopa, YToO €My JI03BOJIEHO BXOIUTD
B ONVOKaUIUE Kpyr goBepeHHbIX Jul Peonocusi? M 6oree Toro, KTo OH TaKOM, YTO MO OTell JIOBEPHIT
eMy caMylo BEJIMKYIO TailHy, KOTOPYIO 3HAJIM JIMLIb T€, KTO UMEJI K 9TOH TaiiHe MpsIMOE OTHOLIEHHUE ?

MakcuM He BbI3BIBAJT Y MEHS TAKMX TEIUIBIX M IOBEPUTENbHBIX 4yBCTB. [ToMrMo ero npusie-
KaTeJIbHOCTH M 0e3yMHOTO MarHeTu3Ma, ObUIO B HEM M HEUTO Myraoliee U HacTopaxusaomiee. OH,
BO3MOXHO, MOT' MHE ITOHPABUTbCS, HO TIPH IPYTHX OOCTOATENbCTBAX. A ceiiuac OH MEHsI pa3zipaxal,
3JIWJT M BBI3BIBAJI BO MHE OypIO HEroI0BaHMIA.

W Tonpko u3 yBaxkeHus k Peonocuio s Moayaia U Teprena ero npucyrcrtsue. M KTo 3Haer,
BO3MOXHO, MO€ TIepBoe Breyarienue o Makcrme Obiio oOMaHuMBBIM? A Bpyr MakcuMm JercTBU-
TEJILHO 3aCJTyKUBAET BCEX TEX MOYECTEH, KOTOpPbIE OKa3bIBAET EMY UMIIepaTop?
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IToka Bce 9TM MBIC/IM TPOHOCWIIMCH B MO€i rojyioe, Peoiocuili Hauaa TOBOPUTh, OTBEYAs Ha
Bonpoc Makcuma:

— Yepe3 HeCcKOIBKO JHEW Mbl BblABUraeMcs B Mranuio. 3a BpeMsi MOEro OTCyTCTBUS 51 OCTaB-
JISII0 IPaBUTh UMIIEPUEN CBOETO chbiHa Apkajaus. BeliBuraemcs rnocnie Toro, Kak Ha CBET MOSIBUTCS
MOM CBIH. $1 X04y B3IVISIHYTh Ha HETO Mepejl MOXOJOM. A 3aBTpa BEYEpOM s YCTPauBalo MUP B YECThb
Oymyiei mooest !

[No npubHITHIO AOMOIA, MeHs OXu A Apyrou cioprpus. CedacTran mproOpes Ha phIHKE HOBYIO
KPETOCTHYIO, Mepe/laB ee MOTHOCTHIO B MOE PacIoNokKeHHUE.

— CebactunaH, — B ouepeHOI pa3 Havasa s. — 5 oyeHb OnarogapHa TeOe 3a OKa3aHHYIO YeCTh
¥ BHUMaHue MHe. ToJbKko MHE He Hy)XHa oHa. fl B cocTosiHuM Bee caenath cama! U s He HyXAaioch
B €€ MTOMOIIIH.

— W Bce ke He crienym 0TKa3bIBaThCsl, — HE YCTYIaJl IOBOJIbHBINA CBOei MOKynkoi CebacTuaH. —
Ona KIET Te6}1 B TBOUX IIOKOAX.

MHe Huyero OoJbilie HE OCTAaBAJIOCh, KaK MPHUHATH MOAAPOK M MOOIAroAapuTh MYKUYMHY 3a
HEro.

OpnHako, Korma s yBujiesia 3T0 HauMIIeIlee Co3/laHie B KAuecTBE MOEro MofgapkKa, MOeMy
M3YMJIEHHIO He ObUIO Tpejiena.

W y mens ceromHs yxe ObUIO OIIyIeHHe, 4To 51 Bujena bora B yenoBeueckoM oonmuuue. Mm
661 Makcum.

Ceituac s ypunena borunio, B o6nmurie Moeid ofgaHHou. S CJIOBHO 3aBOpOKEHHAs1 CMOTpesia
Ha Hee ¥ He MOIJIa OTBECTH OT Hee CBOero B3Iisaa. Bricokasi, cTpoitHas, ¢ KpacuBoul (hurypoi, uie-
AJIbHBIMUW Y€PTaMU JIMLA, AJTAHHBIMU INTAJKUMU CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMH U C TPOHHUIATEIbHBIM B3I 10M
3Ta JIeBYIIIKA CTOsIIa Mepeo MHOM. Ee 1o ObU10 HACTONBKO YUCTHIM M MUJIBIM, YTO MHE Ha MTHOBE-
HHE [T0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MEPEI0 MHOIO CTOUT pedeHOK. OHa HEMHOTO CMYINAIACh U CMUPEHHO OXKHIaJIa,
Korja s OTAaM el Kakou-HuOyap mpuka3. OHa cMoTpesa MHe MpsMo B ra3a. Y nonro Beaepkath
3TOTO B3MJIsAA S HE MOTIJIA.

OTBefist OT Hee CBOM B3IVISA, s MPOIILIA BIIIyOb TIOMEIICHUS U YCTPOMIach Ha Tabyperte y O0Jb-
IIIOTO 3epKajia C KpacuBOW OOraToil OTIEeTKOM.

N uto xe eit mopyuuTh?

— [Ipuuer Mo BOJIOCHI, — HETPOMKO TTOTIPOCHJIA 5.

JleByIIKa TyT ke MPUCTYMHJIa K BHITIOJTHEHHUIO Moe# MpockObl. Korna ona Hauana pacyechiBaTh
MOU HETIOCITYIITHBIE JIOKOHBI, 5 OIITYTHJIA, HACKOJIBKO JIETKO Y HETIPUHYKAEHHO Y Hee 3TO MOTyJaioch.
Meue naxe ynanoch paccnabuThCs, U 51 IOJTHOCTBIO BBEPUIIA CBOM HETIOCITYIIIHBIE JIOKOHBI B €€ HeXKHBIE
3a00T/IMBBIE PYKH.

— Kak T1e6s 30ByT? — cripocuia si, BCIOMHUB, UTO JIaXe He 3HAI0 e¢ UMEHH.

— NHecca, — oTBeTM A IEBYIIIKA.

Kak kpacuBo 3Byuai ee ronoc!

MHe 3ax0TeJoCh elie HEMHOTO PacCIpOCHTh €€ O TOM, KTO OHA, OTKY/Ja ¥ BOOOIIIe y3HATh UCTO-
puto ee xu3HU. Ho s He cTana 3aBoAUTH C Hell TOT pasroBop. He ceituac, pemmna 5.

MBbIC/IEHHO 1 yKe Oblla Ha CErOMHSIIHEM IPUeMe, TOTOBSICh MPEICTABUTh BCEM CBOETO AJlab-
Oepra.
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I'maBa 4. 3HaKOMCTBO

Ho s 3ps nepexuBaia Ha 3TOT cueT. Bee mpoiuio HaMHOro Jiydiie, 4eM st Moria cede mpe-
craButh. Mama n CebacTuaH BCTPETHIIM €r0 HACTOJIBKO TETUIO U UCKPEHHE, YTO BCe HaIllM ¢ AJajib-
OepToM JaibHeHIMe epexruBanust Ol 6eccMbiciieHHbl. Paduose Mol M30paHHUK TaK e TIOHpa-
BUJICSI, ¥ OHA BCITYX O3BYYMJIa O TOM, UTO Tereph C HeTeprieHbeM OyeT KAaTh Halllei CBaabObl. A 4TO
Kacaercss Mapka, TO OKa3ajoch, 4TO OHHM yKe TMepeceKasluch C MOMM MyX4urHOW paHee. Ho, Tem He
MeHee, ObLTH YIUBIICHBI TEM, TTPU KaKUX 0OCTOSTENCTBAX OHM BCTPETUIIMCH CHOBA.

— Tak Kak e Bbl TO3ZHAKOMUJIMCH? — C JIIDOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHI Mapk, Jienasi IJIOTOK BUHA U3
CBOEH Yally ¥ BHUMATEJILHO CJIe/Is 32 KAk IbIM JIeCTBUEM Ananboepra.

Moii BO3TI00IEHHBIN TOCMOTpPEIT Ha MapKa ¢ OCJIeNTMTENILHOM YIBIOKOU Ha JIUIIE U JPYKeTI0OHO
OTBETHUIL:

— Ha npimsbix moxopoHax ATaHapuxa, KOTopble ycTpousi ®Peopocuil B 3HaK MPUMHUPEHUS C
rOTaMu.

— A K10 Tako AtaHapux? — nomoOorsITcTBoBasa Paduona.

— OH ObLT BOXK/IEM BCEeX TOTOB B TOM BOIHE, JIOOOBb MOSI, — JJACKOBO OTBeTHJ Mapk, OOHSB
JKEHY 3a TaJIMI0 OIHOW PYKOM. — YMep OH BHE3AIHO, M €T0 CMEPTh OCTaJIach 3arajikon ajs Hac. Kro-to
TOBOPUT, YTO €ro yOUsIHU. A KTO-TO MOTOBapUBAET, YTO TOTCKHIA BOXK/Ib OOJIENT HEU3IeunMon Oose3-
HBIO.

— A stum xectom Peonocuil HamepeBaICsl 3aBOEBaTh PACIIONOKEHNUE TOTOB, — 3aKOHUYMJIA 1.

— Ckonbko TeOe Toraa 6sut0? YeThpHaaaTh, Bpojie? — crpocuia Mama. — Uto Tl BOOOIIE TaM
nenana? $1 3anmpernna Te6e B TOT A€Hb MOSIBISTHCS BO JIBOPIIE.

Most MHOTOJIETHSISI MaJICHbKasl TallHa, KaK M MO€ OCJIyIlaHue, ObUTH PACKPBITHL $1 CMyIIEHHO
OIyCTHJIA TJIa3a U e[Ba CIIBIIIHO IMpoJierneTana B CBOe OMpaBlaHue, Npsva JIMIO 3a MOAAPEHHOU
Anans6eprom Gesort po30i:

— JII0OOMBITCTBO OKA3aJI0Ch CUJIbHEE MEHSI.

— Tax TbI 32apKaHMII MOIO CECTPY, KOTIa TOH OBbLIO BCEro ueThipHaaarh?! — Becensich, cripocui
Mapk.

— Her, — yneionyncs Angans0ept. — Ho Koe-KTo Tora HamepeBasicst HaapyraTbesl Hafl Heul.

OT 3TUX BOCIIOMUHAHUK 51 AepHYJ1ack. M s BCIOMHMIIA TOT I€Hb TaK K€ SICHO, CIIOBHO BCE 3TO
MPOM3OIILIO HE TPUHAIIATH JIET Ha3all, a TOJIKO BUepa.

Ocnymapmuch Mamy, 51 BCE K€ pelInia OTIPABUTLCS BO JBOpPEI] OTIA, YTOObI XOTh OJHUM
I71a3KOM [TIOCMOTPETh Ha IOXOPOHHYIO IEPEMOHMIO, U3 KOTOPOI UMIIEPATOP YCTPOMIT HACTOSLIEE MUP-
miectBo. 1 0 kotopom roBopui kaxapiid xkuteab KoncrantuHonosns. Y g HUMKak He Moriia 1O3BO-
JUTh cebe TPOITYCTUTh 3TO COObITHE. 1 He MoHMMaIa, YTO ObLIA CIIUIIKOM MaJICHBKOH TSI TTOCellle-
HUS TOAOOHBIX MeponpusaThil. Kak He moHMMasia 1 Toro, 4To XOAUTh OHOHM Oe3 COMPOBOKIACHHS 110
BEYEPHUM YJIUIIaM TOPOAa MOIJIO OBITh OMACHBIM ISl KM3HM 3aHSATHEeM. $1 1axke HM Ha MTHOBEHHE
He 3a/fymMajack 00 3Tom!

Ho Takoii yx 51 6bi1a. U eci 51 4ero-To AeHCTBUTEBHO JKeNaa, TO ISl MeHs He CYILIECTBOBAIIO
HUKaKHUX Mperpaa. A o MOCIeACTBUSIX, Yallle BCero, s1 He yTpykaaia ceds 3aqyMbIBaThcs. Benp nuis
MeHsI ObUTO BaXKHBIM TOJIBKO JIOCTHKEHHE KeJaeMoro. § yxe nmodtu 1o0panack 10 JBOPLA, KaK IMepeio
MHOW BHayaJle YJIUIbl BOBHUKJIM TPU BBICOKHE (PUTYPBlI KPEMKOIO TEJIOCIOKEHUs. 3aMETUB MEHs,
OHU HAIPABWJIMCh HAa MEHsI, YCKOPsisl IIar U CTPAHHO MeperyisabIBasich Mexay co0oit. OHU T0BOJIBHO
YIIBIOATUCS.

Ho 1o cBoeit rinymocty, st He cpa3dy oOpaTuiia Ha HUX BHUMAaHUE, MPOJIOIKast IBUTaThCsl BIIe-
pen v Oyay4d YBEpPEeHHOM, U4TO TpH (PUTYypHI MPOMIYT MUMO, HAIIPABJISISICh JAJTIIE TIO CBOMM JIEJIaM.
JIvib korja s ycnplinana ux 3JI0paJHblil CMeX, 5 MOHsIa, YTO UIYT OHU MPSIMMKOM Ha MEHS, U UX
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IEJIBI0 SABJISIOCHh UMEHHO s1. 3BaTh KOTO-TO Ha MOMOIIL ObUIO Oecrosie3Ho. JTta ynuia Oblia coBep-
IIeHHO Oe3moaHOoM. BexaTh ObUIO MO3/1HO, OAHAKO $1 BCE e MOMbITaaach. CBEpHYB B y3KHid POYJIOK,
4 1odexaiia, 4ro ObUIO CHJL.

Ho yxe yepe3 HECKOJIBKO I1IaroB s TOHsIA, YTO 3arHazia camy ceds B TYMHK. S orsijenach mo
CTOpPOHaM: BBICOKHE CTEHBI, BIIepe[] IOPOTY HET, He ObLJIO BUIHO HU OTHOM KMBOH Iym. Tonbko s
Y TPOE TPOMUJI-TOJIOBOPE30B, OT KOTOPHIX 51 YK€ UyBCTBOBAJIA TOITHOTBOPHBIH 3arax HEMBITHIX TeJ,
BMHA M YEro-TO eIlle.

W BoOT Teneppb s MOHsJA, YTO Mama MMeJia B BUJY, 3alpelas MHE OJHOW OpOAWTbH IO Y-
iam KorcrantuHonosnst. BoT TO/bKO OO yKe TIO3IHO JITs1 OCO3HAHMS POJUTETHCKOTO HACTABIICHHUS.
PanplItie s ciiplinana paccKkasbl IOMAITHUX CITYKAIMX KEHIMH U TIOHMMaJIa, Kakas yJacTb MeHsI Ceil-
yac oxuzaet. Ml Moe cepjtie roToBo ObUIO BBIPBATHCS M3 TPYIHU OT CTpaxa.

«Ecmu Oyger BO3MOKHOCTD, Jydilie yOeu ceOsi cama, — BCIUTBUIA B TOJIOBE CJIOBA OJHOM Kpe-
MIOCTHOM, KOTOpast 3arieTaina MHe BOJIOCH B Kocy. — MiHave Te0st ket Koe-uto noxyxe. M o cMeptu
ThI OyJIelb YMOJISATh, JIMIIb Obl OOJIbIIE HE YYBCTBOBATh UX. A ecii Tebe U ynacTcsl BBUKUTH TOCTe
TaKOro, MPEKHEN Thl HE CTAHEIllb YK€ HUKOTrIa!»

VBB, yOUTB ce0s1 MHe ObUIO HeueM. MHe 0CTaBasIoCh JIMIIb MATUTLCS Ha3a/l, TIOKa s He yIiepliach
CrMHOM B cTeHy. CTpax nepe] HeM3BECTHOCTBIO CKOBBIBAJI MEHSI, CEpALIe TOTOBO ObLIIO OCTAHOBHUTHCS.
W, HaBepHOE, B TOT MOMEHT I K/1a/la, KOTja ke OHO ocTaHOBUThHCs! Tak uto ke MeHst oxupaano? U
MoYeMy ke s, BCe-TakH, He Tocymaia Mamy?

Ceituac o3aHO ObLIO TyMaTh 00 3ToM. M criaceHus xaaTh ObUIO HEOTKYAA.

['H103yObIe TPOMIIBI C TIEpEeOUTHIMU HOCAaMH M 3aPOCIIMMU MIETUHON (PU3MOHOMUSIMH TTPO-
JOJDKaM MeJIeHHO npuommkatbesa. OHM OoMbllie He TOPOMWINCh. Bemb 51 camy ceOs 3arHaia B
noBymKy. OHHM yXe TOHSUTH, 4To OexaTh MHE OblI0 HeKyna. OHU BUIEIH, HACKOJIBKO s ObUIa HaIy-
raHa ¥ KakuM B3IJISIIOM cMOTpesia Ha HUX. OHU MEep3KO CMESUIUCh U, TOBOPS Ha UY)KOM MHE SI3bIKE
MEsK1y COOOM, XUIIHO U MOXOTIMBO CMOTPEIN HA MEHSI.

1 6picTpO MEepeBoAMIIa B3IJISIL C OAHOTO HA JIPYroro, Tsukeso Apiiia. [Ipocuts 0 cBoOoze ObLIO
©eCcCMBICTIEHHO. DTO UX TOJIBKO pa33aopuT. M s MOUTH CMUPHIIACH CO CBOEH y4yacThio, BElb BHIXOAA
y MeHs He Obu10. Kak 1 He ObUTo HaJek /Il HA MOE UyJeCHOe OCBOOOKICHUE.

— DM, —ycnbllaia BAPYT s NPUSTHBINA MYKCKOM T0JI0C 10311 pOMUJI. — 7KeHIMHY nocrapiie
1 TOOMBbITHEE HAWTH He cymenu? Vnu neHer He XxBaTtuiio?

Uyskxaku 00epHYIIUCh, M OAWH M3 HUX 3aTOBOPHIT HA MOEM SI3bIKE:

— Hawm sta HpaBurcs! A Tbl Haiinu ceGe npyryo. Mmm 3amiatu Komy-HUOYIb U3 HUX.

— OcTaBbTe JEBOUKY B IMOKOE, — CIIOKOMHO MPUKa3al MO CIIACHTENTh, KOTOPOTO 51 BCE TaK U HE
MOIJIa elle YBUJIETh.

Sl cpa3y nepecrana GOSIThCS Uy KaKOB U MOYYBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl 3AIIUILICHHON U yKe CIIACeHHOM.
OpnHako, Korjia MHe BCe ke YAAJI0Ch pa3riisAeTh TOrO MapHsi, S BHOBb OLIYTHJIA CTPax 3a CBOIO KU3Hb.
Moii npearonaraeMblil criacMTeN b OKa3aics ciauikom Mosoa! Y nemHorum crapiie meHst! U mycTb
Ha HeM ObL1a conaaTckast hopMa, ¥ OH JIEpKal ITIanyC B OTHOM PyKe, EMy HH 32 UTO HE CIIPABUTHCSI C
Tpemsi rpoMusiamMu. U 1esio ObUIo He TOJTBKO B BO3PACTE, IOHOIIIA U 10 TEJIOCIOKEHUIO CUIIBHO YCTYMA
Aaxe caMoMy XyAOMY U3 TPOHUX I'OJIOBOPE30B C MEUaMM M KMHKaJlaMH HarepeBec.

CrpsitaB JIMIO B JIQJ0HSX, 1 OOPEYEHHO CIOJ3Jia MO CTeHe Ha 3emutio. M3-3a MeHs ceifuac
MIOrMOHET ellle U YeJIOBEK, 10 MTYNIOCTH PEeIUBIIUIA, YTO criaceT MeHsl. Hajesx /bl Ha ciacenue Oosblie
COBCEM He OCTaBaJIOCh. §1 B3APOTHYIA, €/1Ba YCIIBIIIAB YKaCcHBIM 3ByK CKpeluBaoierocs xenesa. 1
TYT e YCI/IBIIIaNa, Kak KJIMHOK BOIIIEN B Ube-TO TEJIO, a IOCAEAYIOIIUI Aylepa3Aupalouil KpUK He
3acTaBmJI ceOst KIATh.

Sl 3akppUIa yIIM pyKamu, YTOObI HE CHBIIIATh ITUX KPUKOB M CHpsTajia JUIO B KOJeHsX. B
MOEH roJIoBe MPOHECTACh MBICb, YTO MOETO CHacHTessl 3aKkoIoar. Ho 3ByKH Jpaku MpomosuKau
JTOHOCHUTBCS JI0 MOETO CITyXa. A 9TO CBUIETEILCTBOBAJIO O TOM, UTO MapeHb CO CBETIBIMU BOJIOCAMHU
OB e1lle KUB.
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Sl He moHMMaIa, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH IMPOIOIKAIACh 3Ta HEpaBHAs JIpaKa: CIUIIKOM JOJIr0 WK
CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO?

O MO0 HOTYy YTO-TO YAApUJIOCh M CTajlo COBCEM TuXO. f Hecmesno yOpasia pyKH OT yuied u
TMO/IHSUIA TOJIOBY C KOJIEH, 3aTeM MOCMOTpEsa Mo HOTH. Y MOMX HOT JieKajla OTCEYEHHasl rojioBa
OJTHOTO M3 TIOKYIIABIINXCS HA MEHSI HHOCTPAHIIEB.

OT HEOXUJIAHHOCTHU M MCITyTa s UCTOIITHO 3aKkpuvasia. Hukorma panee s He Bujesna oTpyosieH-
HOW TOJIOBBI YeJIOBEKa C MOY-BBICYHYBIIMMCS SI3bIKOM M30 PTa M PACTEKAIOIICHCS KPOBH, a TaKkKe
BBIPAKABIIUX UCITYT M HETIOHUMAHKE M POKO PACKPHITHIX I71a3 YOUTOro. $1 mocrienmia 3aK pbiTh JIAIO
PYKamMH CHOBA, TOJIbKO Obl HE BUAETh ITOT yKac.

— Twume, Tume! Yike Bce mMo3aju, — yCIbIIIANA S IPUSITHBIA TOJIOC CBOETO CIIACHUTENS, TIOUyB-
CTBOBAB, KaK OH C JIETKOCTBIO TIOIHSUT MEHSI Ha PyKU. — MOKeIllb OTKPHITh T71a3a. Terephb Tl B 6€3-
OITACHOCTH, I0OHas Jieau!

Ho nocnenaue ¢passt eMy MOXkHO ObLIIO U HE TPOM3HOCUTD. Kak TONBKO 1 yChbliaa ero roJoc,
s1 00JIETYEHHO B3[I0XHYJIA U TIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. OH Ky/a-To YHOCHII MEHsI OT 3TOTO MecTa.

— Kyna o1 uzeni»? — ocMelnieB ¥ OUyBCTBOBAB O€30MaCHOCTD, CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— Iopanpie oTciona, — yabIOHYIICs IoHOMIA. — TeGe He Hy)KHO BUIIETh 3TO KPOBABOE 3PEJIUIILIE.

Ho Moe mo00nbITCTBO ITPU ITUX CIOBAX B3SUIO BBEPX HaJ0 MHOM. M y MeHsI XBaTUIIO yMa BBITJISI-
HYTh U3-32 ero ieva.  xenana yoeauThcs, YTO TOJIOBOPE3bI-yKaKHM ObLIH JICHCTBUTEIHHO MEPTBBHI.
W g yBunena, 4To ofMH U3 HUX ObUT 0OE3IJIaBjeH, IPYron JIUIIWICS PyKU W ObUT 3aKOJIOT B TPY/Ib, a
y TpeThero ObLIO Tiepepe3aHo ropino. OT yBUAEHHOW KapTUHBI K TOPITy MOAKATHIA TOIIHOTA, U S TYT
e CrpsATaIach 3a rieyamMmu IOHOIIIN.

— Ecimu 6wl 51 3HaJ, 9TO THI BCe paBHO MOCMOTPUIIB HA 3TO, — C STUMH CJIOBAMU OH TIOCTABUII
MeHs1 Ha Horw. — Uto Te0s monecso onHy B ropon? Eme u Ha 3akare naHs. U rie TBos crpaxa? Ha Bun
THI U3 IPUITMYHON ¥ 0OECTICUCHHOW CEMbHU, — TOBOPHII TOYOOIIa3blii OJIOHIWH, OBICTPBIM B3TJISIIOM
OKWHYB MEHsI C HOT /IO TOJIOBBI.

— Xortena BO ABOPEI] MOMAacTh, — IPOCTO OTBETHJIA 1.

— HeyMHbIi IOCTYIIOK I0OHOM JIe[IU, — OCY>KAAIOIIe OTBETUJI HA 9TO OH.

— Cama yxe 3Hal0, — HeXOTsl COrIacuIIach s. — $1 mymasa, 4to OHU YOBIOT TeOsl.

— Takoe, BO3MOKXHO, ¥ CTy4nsioch Obl, Oy/Ib OHM BOMHAMHY WM iaguaTopamu. He xomu Oosbiie
ofiHa B ropof. B apyroi pa3 MeHst MOKET U He OKa3aThbcsl psiioM. M HUKOTO, KTO OBl CMOT TOMOYb TeOe.

VYenpimas ero nocjaeqHue cioa, 1 cHUKIIA. [ledanbHas yyacts. Ho TyT ke B MOell MajieHbKOM
HaMBHOW I'0JIOBE POMJIACch TeHHasbHasl MbIciab! W 51 mocrnenmia 03ByYuTh ee:

— Hayum mens! 4 xody ymers cama ceOsl 3aIlUTHTh !

OH yIMBIIEHHO MOCMOTPEN HAa MEHS M, YCMEXHYBIIUCh, CIIPOCHIL:

— W naxe uMeHU MOEro He CIIPOCHIIIb?

Sl nuib Beceso paccMestiach, B INTyOMHE TyIIM OCO3HaBasl yKe TOT/a, YTO OOJIbIlle MEHsI HUKTO
Y HUKOT/Ia He ToCMeeT OOU/IETb.

— Tak BOT ¢ 4ero Thl pemmia NOCBATUTh CBOIO KU3Hb BOWHE, — YTPIOMO MPOrOBOPMIIA MaMma,
BBICJTYIIIAB HAIl pAcCKa3 JI0 KOHIIA.

— He coBcem, — otBeTHna s1. — B Kakoi-ToO MOMEHT s TIOH:IA, YTO OTIycKas AjanbOepta, s
Mory OoJIbllIe HUKOTa ero He yBuaeTb. U 51 6osinack 3toro. OJjHa MBICIb O TOM, YTO €ro MOTYT yOUTb
B CPaXXEHUSIX, BTOHSIET MeHs B ykac. U s permia, 4to Moe MecTo psiioM ¢ HUM. f 1 cama He MoHsIa,
KaK TakKad KU3Hb CTaJla BOAPYI' CMBICJIOM IJId MEHA. N g ne Xouy WHOW XU3HU. MHe HPaBUTCA BCEC
TaK, KaK ecTh cefuac.

— TebGe HpaBuTCs youBaTh? — ¢ 3aNIMHKON CITPOCHJIA Mama.

- 3aHII/IHIaTL, — MATKO IOoIpaBuJia 4.

Bce 3Ha1M, 4TO CMOPUTH CO MHOM HE MMENO CMbICIA. M TeKyIlyio TeMy pelvii mockopee
3aKPBITh.
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— A MBI-TO Bce rajanm, — nogania rojgoc ®aduona. — Kto xe ykpan ee cepmie?

— U yxe MHOrO JIeT Ha3a/l, KaK BBISICHUIIOCh, — BecesIo 100aBmI Mapk.

— Hy, — rpomko BockymkHya CebGacTraH, MogHUMAs Yaiy ¢ BUHOM. — Eciii 3T0 TBO# BBIOOD,
mutast! AnansOepTt, — OH mepeBes B3I C MeHS Ha MOero Bo3modieHHoro. — JJoOpo moxanoBarb
B Hallly CeMblo!

— U korna xe cBagp6a? — 03ByumIa MamMa BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIA CErOAHSIITHAM BE4epOM BOJTHOBAJ
BcexX. — M 03Hayvaer Jim 310, YTO Thl HAKOHELI-TO OcTaBuUIIb apmuio Peogocus?

— Ha, —otBetuna s, 1o6aBuB: — TonbKo He ceivac. 4 ere He roToBa K 3ToMy 1mary. MHe Hy:KHO
CHaydaJjia IIPUBBIKHYTH K 3TOM MBICIIH. A MocCJe, BCA MOA JKU3Hb ITOJTHOCTBIO IIEPEMCHUTCH.

— Ho TospKo B nydiiyto cTopoHy, — 3aBepuia MeHst Paduona.

— Apansbepr, — oOpaTiiiack K MOEMy MYXK4YMHE MaMa. — A KTo TBou pomutenu? U rae oHu
ceriyac?

AnanpsOepT 3aMeTHO 3aHEPBHUYAN U BCE €r0 XOpolliee HACTPOSHUE BMECTe C BecesbeM Kyja-
TO YJETYYUIIUC.

— Mapus, — Tuxo nporooput CebactuaH, odparasch K Moei Marepu. — HaBepHoe, He cTonsio
3a7aBaTh €My TOT BOIPOC.

Ho mama B OTBeT TOJIBKO MoOXkaJja mjiedaMu, Kak Obl TOBOPSI B CBOE OIpaBjaHKe, YToO OHA He
3HaJIa, ¥ BOIIPOC-TO yKe MPO3BYYaIl BCIYX.

— Moii oTery yuns1 MaTeMaTuKe BeeX JKeaalolmx. A Tak, Kak 3TO PEMEC/IO CUUTAETCsl He3aKOH-
HBIM, €0 IIPOCTO OTHAK/Ibl YOUJIM BMECTE CO BCEMH €T0 YUYeHUKAMHU, — IIeYasibHbIe IM1a3a AganboepTa
3aCTaBWIN MPOHUKHYThCS Kaxaoro. — Ha Hero nonecnu. M 310 ObUIO MpegaTebcTBOM CO CTOPOHBI
ero Opara. { He 3Hal0, KaK¥e MPUYKMHBI MOATOIKHYIIM ero K 3ToMy mary. Ho MaremaTuky cumraior
MarfueckiM PeMecsioM M 3aHSTHs €10 CypoBO KapaioTcs. OTell 3Hal 3T0, HO BCE PABHO MPOIOIIKAT
YUMTh MaTeMaTHKe kenaonmx. OH Bcera HaJlesyicsl Ha Jiydiiiee U ObUT OYeHb OCTOPOKEH U aKKypa-
teH. Ho, Tem He MeHee, ero 310 He cnacyio. Moo MaTh yOUIM JBYMS TOJaMU TIO3XKeE 32 SI3BIYECTBO.
B ToT MOMEHT OHa coBepiaia 00X0 BOKPYT Xpama.

— Ho 3auem youBatb? — He nonsuia ®abuona. — Benp 3a ciryxkxenue CrapbiM boram Hanaraercst
Tosibko mTpad! B pasmepe naTHaanaté (pyHTOB, €CIM HE OIIMOAIOCh.

— Ha, — kuBHYA Anans6epT, HO MOCHEIN ONpPaBUTh. — HO 3TOT 9AMKT BHIIIIE JIUII B TPUCTA
AEBSHOCTO TEPBOM. A 10 3TOTO JUIsl BCEX S3bIYHMKOB ObUIA YTOTOBAaHA CMEPTHAs Ka3Hb 3a KepPTBO-
npuHoienre u nokiaonerne CrapeiM Boram. Ho u Tenepbs BpeMeHamu 3a sI3bIYECTBO YOMBAIOT Ha
Mecte. Benpb 1aieko He Bce JII0AM MOTYT OTIUIATUTLCS TaKUM OostbliM 1mtpacom. U cuutaercs, 4to
TaKUX OeJJHSIKOB-sI3bIYHUKOB IPOIIe YOMBaTh. B3sATh-TO ¢ HUX Hevero!

Jloxach cnath, s MBICJICHHO CTaJla mepeOupaTh Te COOBITUS, KOTOPBIE MPOU3OIILIN ceroqHs. S
OblTa OYeHb paja TOMY, YTO K MOEMY BO3JTI0OJIEHHOMY OTHECIHMCh XOpOINo. I BCIOMHMIIA O HOBOW
IEBYIIIKe, KOTopasi Ternepb paboTania B HaieM nomectbe. Ee naeasHo uncTast Koxka, He3eMHast Kpa-
COTa, YapyIoIIUi ToJIoC, HeBEPOATHBIN MarHeTHU3M. A KOT/ia OHa IUIa, CKJIaJhIBAJIOCH OIIYITIIEHUE, YTO
OHA TUTBIBET UJIM MAPUT HAJ 3eMJICH.

Sl HuKoOra paHee He BCTpeyvasia TAKUX JIOICH.

o cerogHsIIHero aHs.

U 6b11 ere Makcum.

UYem-to Makcum u Muecca O6bin cxoxu. Ho B TO ke BpeMsi ObUIO OYEBUIHO, YTO HUYETO
oOmero y Hux HeT. MHecca Obula KPOTKOM M UyBCTBEHHOM JeByImIKoW. OT Hee Besio JOOPOTOM.
O MakcrMe CKJIabIBaIoch MHEHHUE, YTO OH ObLJT CAMOYBEPEHHBIM U CaMOBITIOONIEHHBIM. U OT Hero
MCXOMJIAa OTIACHOCTb.

Makcum.

Bbi10 B HEM UYTO-TO ¥ BOJHYIoIIee. Ero xotenoch yBuieTh ele pas.
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I'naBa S. CTpaHHBIN COH

EngBa s 3aKpblyia 171a3a, Kak HOsIBUJIOCh 1yBCTBO, CJIOBHO $1 KyZIa-To Jieuy. 5l uyBCTBOBaja HEObI-
BAJIYIO JIETKOCTh. U paiocTh, B MpeIBEPUHN YEro-TO XOPOIIIETO.

3TO YyBCTBO HE MPOUTWIIOCH JOITO. M Kak TOJIbKO OHO 3aKOHUMIIOCh, MHE 3aXOTeNIOCh TIOBTO-
pUTh ero. 1o OBUIO HEBEPOSITHO U HEOOBIKHOBEHHO.

4 ve cnana. Ho u He Haxommiack GoJblie B cBoei noctenan. CIIOBHO KaKMM-TO BOJIIIEOHBIM
00pa3oM MHE yAaJIoch IEPEHECTHCh B Ipyroe MecTo. Sl orsaenach o cropoHaM. Mecto ObUIO AJist
MeHsI He3HakOMbIM. Ho OHO OBUIO HACTOJNBKO KPAaCHBBIM, UTO 3axBaThiBaJIo ayx! S1 Haxogusaach Ha
Kpalo Jieca, IepeBbsi KOTOPOTo ObLITM HEBEPOSITHOW BBICOTHI, @ MX CTBOJIbI BBIIJISCIH HEOOBSITHBIMH.
[epeno MHo¥ Oblia HEOOJMbINAS TONSHA C OJIArOyXaIIUMU Pa3TMYHBIMY I[BETaMU. A 3a MOJISTHOU
BUJIHEJIOCh MOpe — OecKpaiiHOe M CIIOKOWHOE, MaHsIee CBoel CMHEeBOM. 1 HampaBmiach K MOpIO,
HO YK€ CKOpO CTOsiTa Ha Kpato oOpbiBa. Korja st mocMoTpesnia BHI3, TO TOJIOBA ClETKa 3aKPYKHIIACh.
BricoTa Oosbllie HAaMOMUHAJIA TIPOTIACTb.

Jlio0ysick BceMM 3TUMH KPacoTaMu, s YJIBIOHYJIach. BbUIO HEMTPUBBIYHO CIIOKOWHO M THXO. U
9Ta TMIIMHA pe3ana ciayX. HeBoibHO 51 mojyMasa o NTUIax, 3BYKM OT KOTOPBIX paJoBajiv Obl MEHs,
cozfaBasi 6oJiee IPUBBIUYHYI0 OOCTAHOBKY.

U 1yt 51 ycabimana medeTaHbe NTHIl.

Kakoii xopouii 1 CriOKONHBIIA COH !

W 310 He con?

B nmo6om cityyae, MeHs1 OKpyXkaid TUIIMHA M yMupoTBopenue. Ceituac MHE HYXHO ObLIO
MMEHHO 3T0. BO3MOXHO, 51 00JIbllle HUKOTa HEe YBUXKY TaKyl0 KpacoTy, He TIOUYBCTBYIO TaKOe CIO-
KOWCTBUE U HE YCJIBIITY 3BYKOB IIPUPO/IBL.

Sl )K¥BY CErOOHSAIIHUM THEM.

A 3aBTpa Peogocuii MOKET OTAATH NPUKa3 BeICTyNaTh B Utanumio. ..

AX, ma! Yxe 0603HaYMIT CPOKU BHICTYIIJIEHHS B TTOXOI.

Her, ceftuac s He *kenaio 1axe aymarhb O MPEICTOsIIeH BOIHE.

$1 HecnenHO 1UTa BAOJIL OOPbIBA MO MSTKOM 3€JIeHO TpaBe, BIAKHOM OT POCHl WK JOKAS. 51
Obl1a OOCUKOM.

W 51 Obna B miatbe!

BoT yk uTO ObLJIO COBEPIIIEHHO HEOKUAAHHBIM U OOJIBIIIE YKA3bIBAJIO HA COH, HEXEJIM Ha peaib-
HOCTh. Moe miiathe ObUIO OeJTbIM, BO3IYIIIHBIM M OY€Hb PUATHBIM 1151 Tea. Ero muteiid passeBascs
Ha BeTpy.

Bertepok. Takoii Teruibiii v npusATHbIA. OH pa3BeBasl MOM JAJMHHBIE BBIOLIUECS BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO
moOst Urpast UMH.

Bce B aTOoM cre 6b110 CJIMIIKOM ujieanbHbIM M HEBEPOSITHO SIPKUM. §l He BHJIes1a TAKMX CHOB
panee. {l yyBCTBOBaJIa U MOKpPYIO TpPaBy, U JAyHOBeHHE BeTpa. Bce Obuto ciioBHO peanbHbiM. Ho s
TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO CIUTIO B CBOEW TOCTEIU. A 3TOT COH MTPOCTO HEOOBIYHBIH.

HagepHoe, Takue CHbI y BCeX OBIBAIOT.

U 1yT 51 nodyBCcTBOBaIa HA cebe Yel-TO MPUCTATIbHBIN B3I, CHOBA 9TO YyBCTBO OMACHOCTH
Y Hen3BeJaHHoro crpaxa! {1 pe3ko oOepHysIach, TOTOBask K OTPAKEHUIO yaapa.

— A Te0s1 CIIOKHO 3aCTaTh BPACILIOX, — OapXaTHBIM TOJIOCOM MPOTSHYJI Makcum.

Ero romnoc nackan ciyx. M cepaue 3a0mioch y4arieHHO. B ero mpucyTcTBUM sI HEIPUBBIYHO
pobena. Ho crapanack, KOHEYHO, HE BbIIaBaTh CBOMX UCTHHHBIX UyBCTB.

— Tax BOT 4TO OBUTO TBOECH 1IEJTBIO? — B CBOEH HEMHOT'O IpyOOi MaHepe OTBETHJIA 1.

910 Beab coH! A 3TO 3HaUWIIO TOJILKO o1HO — 51 Moria 1 XOTEJIA ero pasmisasiBats. 1 yem
OoJbIIIe 51 HA HETO CMOTpeJa, TeM CHJIbHEe MHE XOTeJIOCh ero TMOoIeIoBaTh. S HeHaBuena coOCTBeH-
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HYIO CJ1a00CTh, HO sI HUYEro He Moriia ¢ co0o# mozenatb. Most Koxka jakIana ero MpUKOCHOBEHUIA.
Moe Tesno TSHYIOCh K €ro Tedy.

B 1O ke Bpems MeHsI pa3/ipaxalio Moe BHE3aITHOE U HEOOBbSICHUMOE BJieUueHUe K Hemy. S He
[MOHUMAJIA, KaK TAKOe BOOOILE MOIJIO OBITh.

MoskeT, OH OKOJIIOBAJI MEHsI, ¥ Cevac st HaX0XKyCh IMOJI €0 Marn4eCKUMH Japamu’?

Jla, S ¥ MpecTaBUTh TOTIAa He MOTJIa, HACKOJIBKO O/M3Ka OblIa K UCTUHE. . .

Ha cBoii Bonpoc oTBeTa 51 TaK U He MOTyJrJIa.

Ho ero otBeT MHe ObUI M HE HYXeEH.

He Ha sTOT BOmpOC.

Tem Goutee, YTO 3TO OBUT BCETO JIUIIIL MOU COH. MOM CIagKkuid COoH!

U 51 ¢ ynoBOJIBCTBHEM PA3IIISIbIBAIIA KAK/IYI0 YEPTOUKY €r0 YMOIIOMPAUUTEIbHOTO JIUIIA U TeJa.
A Moe keJlaHue TOLeIOBaTh €r0 CTAHOBMJIOCHh BCE JKEJIAHHEe.

U, no Bceit BUAMMOCTH, HAIIM KeJIAHUS COBIAIaIM. MaKkCciM He CBOIMJI C MEHSI CBOETo Kpac-
HOPEUUBOro B3MIsiAa. OH OTKPHITO pacCMATPUBAII MEHS C JIETKOH MOy YJIBIOKOH — TOTYYXMBLITKOM.

VYV MeHs CIIOXWIOCh BIeUaTieHHe, YTO ero 31o Oosbie 3adapisuio. OTKyma BoooIIe y MeHs
B3SJIOCh 3TO Oe3yMHoe *kenanue? § ero ensa 3Hamo!

— Vike BmoOUIach? — CJIOBHO UTpasi MHOM, OH 3a/1aJ1 CBOM BOITPOC ¥ MEJIEHHO Havasl Mpuoiu-
KaTbCsl KO MHE.

— CJIOKHO ylepKaThCs OT TAKOM KPacoThl, — IPU3HAIACH 51, HE CBOJISI C HETO B3IJIsJIA.

KoneuHo, ecnii ObI 3TO OBLIO pEaIbBHOCTBIO, 51 OBl HE TIO3BOJIMIIA ce0e TaK OTKPOBEHHO €ro pa3-
DJISIOBIBATh U TeM 0oJiee TOBOPUTDH TAKOE O €ro BHEITHOCTH.

— Tak czenait To, 4TO XOUelllb, — CJIAJKO YJIBIOHYJICS OH, PUOJIM3HUBIIMCH KO MHE HACTOJIBKO
OJTM3KO, YTO MOE JIbIXaHHUE YIaCTHIIOCh, & MOE Cepaile 3a0iIoch ObicTpee.

Xopottio, uto MakcuM He CIIBIIUT Moero cepatieOneHnst. OHO BbIIABATIO MEHSI.

Makcum MOIHSUT OHY PYKY, TMOJHEC €€ K MOeMY JIMILY M Me/IJIEHHO YOpasl MO HENOCTYIITHBIH
JIOKOH, €/IBa KOCHYBIIIUCH KOXKU.

U 310r0 0Ka3aI0Ch JOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI 51 B3IPOTHYJIA OT HEOKUIAHHOTO IIPUKOCHOBEHHSI.

— A dero s xouy, O-TBOeMy? — sl BCEMU CHJIaMM CTapajiach ceOsl He BbIIaTh, HO YTO-TO MHE
TMIOJICKA3BIBAJIO, YTO TIOJYYaJIOCh Y MEHsI 9TO He 0YEeHb XOPOIIO.

MakcM pacruibliIcs B JOBOJIBHOM YJIbIOKe, OOHaKUB CBOM OEJIOCHEKHBIE 3yObl U CMOTPSI B MOM
r1a3a. A s Bce He MOIJIa OTBECTH OT HEr0 CBOETo 3a4apOBaHHOIO B3IV,

— Bce mpocto u oueBHHO, — Tporesn oH. — TOro e, 4ero u BCe KealoT, — Ha MOCISIHUX
CJIOBaX OH HArHyJICSl K MOEMY YXy M CTPACTHO MpOIIenTatr: — MeHsl.

Bo3moxHO, OH OBbLT MpagB.

Ho B 3TOM $1 1ake cebe yIopHO He XOTesa MPU3HABAThCS.

OpnHaxo, Bce MOe TeJio CIIOBHO B orHe ropeno. Ceituac s jkejiajia TOJIBKO OTHOTO: IIPUKOCHYThCS
K ero ryoaM ¥ OLIyTUTh UX BKYC.

Ho BMecTO 3TOro 51 OTIPBITHYJIA OT HEro Ha Ge30MacHOe PACCTOSIHUE W IIPUTOTOBIIIACH K TOMY,
YTO MHE Celvac MPUIETCS 3aIIUIIAThCS.

Ha, 310 ObLT Beero ymib coH. M, Ka3anock Obl, YTO MHE CTOMUT C/IeNIaTh TO, Yero si cernyac
NEWCTBUTENBHO Xketan? [ aauie, IoToM U He 3aX04YeTcs OOoJIbLIE.

Ho naxke BO cHe yacTuuka Onaropa3ymusi BO MHEe OOJpPCTBOBAJIA, XOTh U IMOJNyYasia B OTBET
CHJIbHEMIIIee COMPOTUBIIEHUE.

Bnaropasymue, Ha JaHHBIII MOMEHT, OOk 12710/

Ho nanonro nma?..

MakcuMm BBITIISIIEN YAMBJICHHBIM U JJaXe PacTepsHHBIM. Bbuia B ero Jimiie 1 10J1s pa3odapoBa-
HUSL.

— He oxwupnan, 4ro He Gporrych B TBOM OOBATHSA? — YCMEXHYJIACh 51, IOBOJIbHASI COOOM.
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— He oxwupan, — KuBHYN OH. — DTO ke BCEro JIMIIb COH, — U MakcuM CHOBa MeJJIEHHO, HO
yBEpPEeHHO Hauasl NpUOIMKaThCcsi KO MHE. — Ml MOXHO Jiesiath Bce, YTO YrogHO!

CorIpOoTUBIISTHCS CTAHOBUIIOCH Bee ciokHee. Y Mbl 00a 9TO MpeKpacHO OHUMAJIH.

— CoH, — KMBHYJA sI, HEOCO3HAHHO TATSCh HA3aJ1, TEM CaMbIM OCTaBJIsIsl IPEKHEE PACCTOSTHUE
MEX/1y HAMU.

Sl Bce elme He MOIJIa TIOHSTh, YTO MEHsI TaK HACTOPAXMBAET M OCTaHaBIMBaeT? f meiTanach
BCTMIOMHUTb, HO HUKaK He MOIJIA.

NneanbHas npupoaa.

NpeansHoe miarsbe.

NneanbHblil My )XYMHA.

NneanbHbIil COH.

— Tak yero e Tbl MepeKUBaciIb? — HACTYNA OH MEJUICHHO, CJIOBHO XUIIHUK, OXOTSIIUIACS
Ha CBOIO KEpTBY.

— Bce cimumkoM uieasibHO, — BBIIAJIAIIA f1.

— W gro Te6s cmymmaer? D10 BCEro JMIIIb COH, — CHOBA HATOMHII Makcum.

— [a, — KuBHyJa 51, OCTAHOBUBIIUCH. — HO /1aske CBOM CHBI 51 KOHTPOJIMPYIO. A BCE 3TO BOKPYT, —
s pa3Belsia pyKaMu, MbITasiCh OOBSATh HEOOBSATHOE U OBICTPO OMJISABIBASICH TIO CTOPOHAM. — YUTO 3T0?
4 Hukorna He ObuTa TYT. §l 1aXe W He Mperoaarasa, 4YTo MOKET ObITh HACTOJIBKO KPacHBO!

MakcrMm 3arajIogHo yJIbIOHYIICS.

— TeGe He HpaBUTCA? — MATKO CIIPOCKI MYKIHMHA.

— HpaBurtcs, — Bemanmnia si, 9yBCTBYs, KaK IMIEKM HAIUBAIOTCS MPEAATEIbCKUM PyMSIHIIEM. —
Ho Tak He ObiBaer!

— Bor ynepnach-To: He ObiBaeT! — BOCKJIMKHYJT OH, KOMMPYS MEeHs Ha rocyieHent ¢gppaze. — Tol
MIPUBBIKJIA, YTO BOKPYT TeOsl BOMHA, — BAPYT pe3Ko rnocepbe3nen Makcum. — Thl He 3Haelb Ipyroi
KU3HU !

— $1 cama BBIOpasa 3Ty KU3HB! — OrPHI3HYJIACH 51, OTBOASI OT HETO B3MJIsA Ky[a-TO B CTOPOHY U
HayaB pasryIsAbIBaTh TPaBY, JIUIIb Obl TOJTBKO HE BUIETh CEYac ero rias.

Teneps 1 Makcum 3aroBopu1 00 3T10ii mooumoit Bcemu Teme. Ho oTyero-to B 3TOT pas pasro-
BOp ObUT OCOOEHHBIM, M CMOTPETH B €TI0 I71a3a 51 He MOIJIa.

MakciM BMUT OKa3aJICsl PAJOM, COKPAaTUB PacCTOsTHAE MEXIy Hamu 10 MuHUMYyMa. U coenan
OH 3TO CJIUIIKOM ObICTpo. HO 3TUM IBMKEHHEM OH TOJIBKO MOATBEPAMI, YTO BCE ITO JIUIIIb MO COH.
B peasibHOM XU3HM OO HE OBIBAIOT HACTOJIBKO OBICTPHIMHU.

— INouemy? — ouens cepbesHo cripocrst Makcum. — [Touemy cTob KpacuBasi IEBYIIIKa BHIOpasa
MyKCKylo nomo? CpaxaTbes U yOuBaTh!

— 51 Bnageio rmagmycom Jydiie, yem JoOoi MyXK4rMHa, — BO3pasuiia s, B3IJISTHYB B €ro I71a3a.

N s Tyt %e 00 3ToM noxasena. Ho 6s110 o3aHo. Kak TonbKo 51 B3MIsSHYJIA B €r0 JOOpBIE Kapre
71a3a, 5 yBUJEJa B HUX CTOJIbKO OOJIM M COCTPA/IaHMsl, YTO MHE CTAJIO HEBHIHOCHMO.

[No-nHacrosimemy HeBbiHOCUMO! CIIOBHO CBOMM STHM BBIOOPOM 51 00MJEIa CaMoro OJIM3KOro
IUIsl MEH$1 yeJioBeka!

W, 9to ObuIO elnie Xyxke, STUM BHIOOPOM 51 yOMBajia ero cama.

— INouemy MeHHO Tebe 3TO Tak BaXHO?! — HEOXKMIAHHO B30opBasiach s1. — Kakoe 310 BoOOIIE
U151 TeOst uMeeT 3HadyeHre? Tol 3Haelb MeHs Bcero ogun aens! OIH!!!

S pe3ko pa3BepHynach, JUIb Obl OOJbIIIE HE BUAETh TOIO IPyCTHOro B3risaa. He ceitvac.
Hy:xHo Ob110 B35ITH ceOsl B pykH. f XoTesna yoexarb OT Hero.

N y mens nomyuuiiocs!

4l marHyna npsMUKOM B TIPOTIACTb. . .

Bce, uTo 4 ycnena, 3To ucnyraHao axHytb. Ho BOT caenath yxke HuYero He Moria. 51 nerena
BHU3 B OecKpaitHue Mopckue Bobl. OniyieHue noiera Opuio HU ¢ YeM He CpaBHUMBIM. BOT TOJbKO
MHE CTaJIO BCE K€ OYEHb CTPAIITHO.
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KoneuHo, BO cHe HEBO3MOKHO YMEPEThb, HO 3TOT MOJIET MEHS UCIYTasl I0-HACTOSILIEMY.

Sl majana B mponacTh M HUKaK He Mpockinaiack. Bo cHe nepe cMepTesibHOM 0MacCHOCTBIO BCEra
nosry4yaeTcst pocHyThesl. UTo-To BOpachBaeT TeOsi U3 CHAa WM KTO-TO. VM yrmaercsi MpOCHYThCs,
UCITyTaBILIUCh, YTO CMEPTh HEMUHYEMA.

A 4 BCce He IpocraIach U najaa.

U Tyt cnyunnock HeBooOpasumoe! {1 okazanach B Kpenkux 3a00TIMBBIX pykax Makcuma. U
Terepb Mbl 3aBUC/IA C HUM B BO3/IyXE.

Kak Takoe 61710 BO3MOXHO?

S ornsipenack. MHe He MOKa3aJIoch — Mbl ISUCTBUTENBHO MApWIIK B Bo3ayxe. M 310 Obu10 MOTpSi-
carorum! Cepriie OT BOCTOpra €/iBa JiM He BBICKAKMBaJIO U3 IPyau. MHe XOTenoCh CMEAThCS U KpU-
4arth OT pagoctu. HeoObsicHIMOe cuacTbe HaXJIbIHYJIO Ha MEHS C TAaKOW CHJIOH, YTO CJIOKHO CTaJIo
JBIIIATE.

Eme MraooBenue Hazajl s JieTesia B MPOMAcTb B CBOOOJHOM IOJIETe, a Ternepb HaXOAWIach B
HEXHBIX OOBITUSIX Makcrma, mapsi B BO3IyXe.

— TbI HACTONBKO OTYASIHHAS, YTO PElInyia C 0OpbIBa CUTaHYTh? — C BO3MYILIEHUEM CIIPOCHJI OH.

— 3ax0TesIoch OCBEKUTHCS, — S IOCMOTpEJIa B €10 JIULIO.

— A BCKpPUKHYJIa, BUAUMO, JJIs1 YCUJIEHUS OIYIIEeHUI 7 — NOAUTYTUJI Halo MHOI Makcum.

— ThlI 5ke caM rOBOPHJI, YTO 3TO BCET'O JIUIIb COH, U YTO 1 MOTY JIeJIaTh BCE, YTO 3aX0OUYETCS] MHE, —
MIPUTIOMHUJIA 1.

BpoBu Makcuma ynuBieHHO MONON3IM BBEPX, KOrJja OH MOCMOTPEN BHU3 I0J] HOTH, a 3aTeM
riepeBest B3IJIs] HA MEHS.

Sl cHOBa ynuBHIIa €r0, YeMy ObljIa HECKa3aHHO paja. A MOe HACTPOSHHE 3aMETHO YTy UIINIOCh.

— Moxer, Bce xe HaBepx MnojgHuMemcsi? — MakcuM KMBKOM T'OJIOBBI YKa3ajl Ha MOBEPXHOCTh
oOpbIBa.

— Jla, — ¢ JIETKOCTBIO COIIaCHIACh S1.

MBb1 OBICTPO HavaIM MOAHUMATHCS HaBepX. 1 He cMoria yaep:KaTbCst OT BOCTOP;KEHHOTO BO3-
r71aca, MPHKaBIIMCh K MYKYMHE BCEM TEJIOM U 0O0sICh BBICKOJIB3HYTb M3 €r0 pyK. MakcuM CJIOBHO
TMIOHSIT MOY MBICJIM M Kperrde OOHSIT MEeHs.

— Mosxelb OTIycKaTh, — MPOIIETTal OH MHe Ha yxo. — Ho, eciin TeGe HpaBUTCSI IPHKUMAThCS
KO MHE, TO 51 HE BO3paxaro!

Sl mocmoTpena mox HOrM U OOHAPYXWJA, YTO OH CTOUT Ha MSTKOW TpaBe YyTh MOOJATb OT
oOpbIBa, IPOAOJIKAs IepKaTh MEHs B Bo3ayxe. S 1 He 3ameTwniia, Korjaa Mbl IIEpecTay JIeTaTh.

CMyI1IeHHO YJIBIOHYBIIIMCh, SI PAa30MKHYJIA CBOM PYKH, OITyCKAasiCh HA 3eMJIIO U, C OOJIBIION
HEOXOTOH, cleJiasia Iar Ha3aj,.

— TospKO eciti Thl CHOBA Ha/lyMaellb MpbIraTh, CHaYaIa Mpeaynpean MeHs 00 9TOM, — JJACKOBO
norpocui Makcum.

— A pasBe HEOXKHUIAHHOCTh He OOOCTPSIET OIIYLIEHUI? — CJIeTKa HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK, S
3arysiHysa B €ro JIMLO.

Makcum pacrionarai K cede 1 BbI3bIBaJ ioBepue. Tak MoxkeT nosromy Deonocuii caesa ero
CBOUM JIOBEPEHHBIM JIULIOM ?

MakcuMm ynslOHYJICS, HEHAI0JTO 32/ lyMaBIIHCh.

— Tl HEOOBIKHOBEHHAS JICBYIIIKA, — TPU3HAJICS MYKYMHA, HO TYT e TIOCePhe3HEB, IPOU3HEC: —
OpnHako, Tl He OTBETH/IA MHE, TIOUEMY Thl BHIOpasa TaKylo KU3Hb?

Bor npsiBon! He nonyuusocs yidti ot orBera. Ho 3T0 He 03Hauasio, 4to s X0oTesa MoJgeauTbhCst
C HUM CBOEH UCTOPUEN U CBOMMM NEPEKUBAHUSIMU.

— 51 He xouy 00 3TOM rOBOPUTD, — MPSIMO OTBETHUIIA 1.

— U Bce xe? — HacTauBas OH. — Bce 3T0 He npoucxoauT Ha camoM Jiesie. Bo cHe MOXHO cKa3ath
U ClIeNiaTh BCe, Yero XOuelllb B peajbHOCTH, HO M0 KaKUM-TO IMTPUIMHAM OOUIIILCS WM HE PEIaeIbCs
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9TOro caenaTh. Pacckaxu MHe U TeOe cpasy noserdaer. 51 ke BrxKy, 4To TeOs 4To-To rioxeT. M 3to
HE JaeT Te0e MOKOsl.

— 51 yxe cnenana To, 4ero xenaio. M JoctaToqyHO BHITOBOPHIIACH CETOIHS, — CHOBA MOMbBITAJIACH
sl yKJIOHUTBCSI OT OTBETA. — M1 3TO MeHs He IIOXKeT. A ellie, Thl CIIMIIKOM YacTo IMOBTOPSIEIIIb, YTO TO
COH, — s YKPAJIKOI MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero.

U cHoBa noxanena 06 3tom. U cHOBa s1 He cMOTIJIa BOBpeMsI OTOpPBaTh OT HETO CBOETO B3IJIsIIA.
W Makcum, KOHEYHO ke, 3aMeTu1 3T0. Ho B 3TOT pa3 i no-1006pomMy paccMmesiics.

— Yo TeOs1 paccMeniio? — BO3MYTHIIACh 5.

— Huyero, — My X4nHa MpUCTaJILHO MOCMOTpPEN HAa MeHs. — Y TeOs1 OueHb KpacuBbIe I71a3a.

Sl ynpiOHyach Ha 9TO MPU3HAHME.

— Tebe mopa mpockHIaThCsi, — HEMHOTO ITOMOJTYaB, 3a00TJIMBO MTPOrOBOPHI Makcum.

MHe ObLJI0 IOHATHO U O€3 CJIOB, YTO €My He XOTeJIOCh paccTaBaThcsi co MHOU. OO 3TOM MHE
TOBOPWJIM BBIpaKEHHUE €ro MOTrPyCTHEBIIMX I71a3 M CTABIINI MeYaTbHBIM TOJI0C.

Ho, ckopee Bcero, Bce 3T0 ObUIO TIOAOM MOETO BOOOPaXKEHHUS.

— Ho s TonpKO 4TO YCcHYNa, — HAXMYpHJIach 1.

— Ipomnwio ropasmo 6osbilie BpeMeHH, — CHOBA MO-I100poMy yIbIOHYICS MakcuM, CMOTpsI Ha
MeHsI KAKMM-TO CTPAaHHBIM M BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— 51 He 4yBCTBYI0, YTO BBICIIAJIACH, — 51 CHOBA C/IeJialia MOIBITKY BO3PA3UTh EMY.

Wnu mpocto He xoTena, YToObl 3aKaHYMBAJICS STOT COH?

— U cHoBa ommbaenbest, — OH CJIerka HaKJIOHHJI FOJIOBY HAOOK. — Thl TPOCHEIIbCsT IOTHOCTBIO
oTHOXHYBIIeH. 1 Tl Oyaenib 4yBCTBOBATh ceOsl 3aMeuarTelibHO, — MY)KUMHA HE CBOJIWJI C MEHSI IJ1a3.

B nyme s Bepuiia emy 6e30roBopouno. Ero ciioBa TerioM pa3iuBaiich o MOeMy Tesly, CJIOBHO
3aMoNHSIST KAKIYI0 KJIETOUKY, KaXblid M3ru0, Kbl BOJIOCOK.

310 OBUI OYEHb CTPAHHBIIA COH.

Haim ronoca Bee emie 3Byyasiu B Moeit rojiose. Ero pyku s Bce elie 4yBCTBOBaJIa HA CBOEM
tesie. Ero B3 Bee elie He 1aBai MHe Nokosl. Ero apixaHue, Korjaa oH IIenTal MHE Ha YXO, 3aCTaB-
JISLT0 cepriie OUThCs yUaIlleHHO Jake ceryac.

41 cnoBHO Bce elrie OblTa TaM, B CBOEM CJIAJIKOM CHE.

C Makcumom.

OpnHako MPOCHYBIIUCH, s AEACTBUTEHHO YyBCTBOBAJIA Ce0s1 3aMeUaTeIbHO U ObljIa TIOJTHOCTHIO
OTJIOXHYBIIIEH U BBICTIABIIEHCS. A MOe HAacTpoeHHe ObUIO OoJiee, YeM MPOCTO 3amMmevaresbHbIM. 1 yxe
JaBHO HE OIIyIaa MoJ0OHBIX SMOIMI, HO B TO YTPO MHE JIEUCTBUTEIBHO OBUIO XOPOIIIO.

Bot TOs1BKO M 3TOT COH, M caM Makcum He 1aBajii MHE Terepb MOKOsI.

A MOxeT, 3T0 U He ObUIO CHOM BoBce? MokeT, 3To OblTa Apyrasi pealbHOCTh, 1 MakcuMm ObLT
TaK ke peaJieH, Kak u 51?7

Kaxkoe-To Bpemsi mocie npoOykaeHusl, s1 MbITaaach NOHATD, IJe S HAXOXYCh U UTO 3TO OBLIO
TaKoe.

Bce xe, 3T0 ObUT COH, IPOCHINATHCS TIOCIIE KOTOPOTO HE XOTENOCh. XOTEJIOCh TOJIIBKO OTHOTO —
BEPHYTHCA B TOT COH 00paTHO. 1 CHOBa MCIIBITAaTh BCE MEPEKUTHIE YYBCTBA.

Ja, 3Toro MHe cefiuac JeNCTBUTENILHO HE XBAaTa0. A B OCTAJILHOM Bce ObLIO 3aMevaTesIbHO.

[Iponexas B mocTesH erlle Kakoe-To BpeMs M CMOTPsI Ha OeJIbIil MOTOJIOK, 51 pacTAruBaja CBOM
OakeHHbIe BOCIIOMUHAHUS 1 OIIyIIeHus. 1 XoTesa MpokKUTh B STUX YyBCTBaX €Iie HEMHOTO.

3arem Bomwta MHecca, npejuiaras HOMOYb MHE OZIETbCS U YJIOKUTH BOJIOCHI.

BocrnioMuHaHus 1 JypMaHsliye roloBy YyBCTBa B MOMEHT yJeTyuwinch. HemHoro paccrpo-
UBIIINCH, S BCE ke COrIacuiIach ¢ poOKol u odxoauTeapHOU MHeccom.
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I'maBa 6. OnmacHoCTh MOBCIOLY

Crenyromyie HECKOJIBKO AHEH MPOIUTH CIIOKOHHO. CTpaHHbIEe CHBI, OOJIbIIIE MOX0XKHUE HA peallb-
HOCTh, MHE He CHWIHCh. [lepBoe BpeMs JIokach CracTh, sl XOTeNa U KAajla POAOKEHHUs TOro BOJI-
11IeOHOTO CHa, HO MIPOJOJIKEeHUs He mocienoBao. Camoro Makcuma s Toxe 6orbiie He Buaena. Ho
3TO MeHsI He paccTpanBasio. Buaers ero B MoeM CHe ObLIO MPHUATHO U kKesaHHO. Ho B )KU3HU y MEHs
He ObUIO HU MaJICHIIIero KeJaHus ero BUJETh WIN CIIbIIIATD.

Bcro cebs s otnaBana AngansOepty. Mbl HaCHakKJaTMCh KakKIbIM MICHOBEHHEM, TIPOBEICHHBIM
BMecTe. Besib yke oueHb CKOpO, BCEro Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JIHE, HaM 1opa ObLIo BeICTYNaTh B UTasmmio.
W Hen3BeCTHO, YTO HAC OKHMIAIIO Briepean. TeM crare u 1opoxke IJist Hac ObLIO Kak/10e MTHOBEHHE,
IIPOBE/IEHHOE BMECTE.

OpnHaxIpl Mbl YCTPOUJIM CEMEMHBIN MUKHUK Ha Oepery 3omoTtoro Pora. ToT neHbs BbIAAJCS
YyJEeCHbIM U COJTHEUHBIM. MasieHbKast MuiaHa He BBIXO/IMJIA U3 BOJIbI, HAYYMBIIMCH HAKOHEII-TO TIa-
BaThb. U B 3TOM eii momor Agasib0epT, MOTy4MBIIMI TEM CaMbIM ellie O0JIbIIe OA0OPEHUS U yBaXKEHU S
co cropoHbl CebacThaHa ¥ MaMbl, KOTOpPBIE TIOYTH HE OTXOWJIM OT CJIAJIKO CIISIIEro B CBOEW KOJIbI-
6emm Tubepus. A Mapk ¢ ®abuosnoii ObUIM CHOBA TMOJTHOCTHIO YBJIEYEHBI IPYT APYTOM.

B ofmem, Obuta monHas uansutkss. MHe Havasao Ka3aTbCsl, YTO BOT TaKOH KU3HM 51 Terepb
xenao. K npsiBoity BoliHY, yOMiCTBa, KpoBb 1 jaoirue nmoxonpl! S Haunnana moouts TY Ku3Hb:
CIIOKOMHYI0 ¥ YMUPOTBOPEHHYIO, MOJHYIO JIIOOBH U 3a00ThI, TA€ psiioM OeraioT MajeHbKHe NeTH,
3aHMMATbhCSI TIOMECTEM U OTIATh BCIO CEOsI TIOOUMBIM.

U, noka s cuzena Ha TpaBe, HaOMoAas 3a AanbOepToM U MuIaHo!, 1 pa3MBIIUIsIa 00 3TON
JPYyroil He3HAKOMOM MHe XKu3HU. Kak BApYr CHOBa MOYYBCTBOBaJIA HA ceOe 4el-TO MPUCTATBHBIN
B3I

Hy Bor, cHOBa 310 yyBCTBO OnacHocTH! §1 yke *KyTKO HeHaBUea 3TO 4yBCcTBO. 1 3T0 4yBCTBO
BMUT Pa3pyLIMJIO BCE MOM 3apOKIAIONIMECS MBICIH O HOBOW KM3HH. §l He Moria cede MOo3BOJIUTh
APYTYIO XKU3Hb, IOKA YYBCTBOBAJIA YT POXKAIOIIYIO OMACHOCTb.

Sl obepHynach Ha3aa ¥ BHUMATEIbHO Havyasla U3ydyarh Kaxa0€e JepeBO U BCe, YTO MOMaJaioch
MHe Ha 171a3a. $1 xotena 0OHapyKUTh yXkKe HAKOHEI-TO MTPUIMHY 3TOHM OIMACHOCTH.

— Yro ciryumiioch? — HACTOPOKEHHO CIIPOCHJIa MaMa, BHUMATEJIbHO U3ydasi MeHsl ¥ TIPOIOJIKas
KOPMHTH CBIHA.

— YyBCTBO, CJIOBHO 32 HAMHM CJIEJIAAT, — ME/IJIEHHO U HETPOMKO OTBETHJIA f1.

He yBueB HUUEro nojio3puTesIbHOTO, 5 IOBEPHYIaCh K MaMe U MaJICHbKOMY OpaTHKy, KOTOPBIi
K TOMY BPEMEHH YK€ HaeJICSl U JOBOJILHO CHOBA 3aCOIell.

— OH TaKko¥ 4y/IeCHBIH, — s YIABIOHYIACh W MPOTSHYJIA PYKY K TOJIOBE MaJIBIIIIA.

OueHb aKKypaTHO, YTOOBI He pa30yauTh peOeHKa, s OTJIauIa ero Mo MpoOUBAIOIIMMCS BOJIO-
CHKaM.

— W y Te6s korma-HuOyap OyaeT Takod 3amMmevaTesTbHbIA MaJIbIIl, — paciliBesia B Y/IbIOKe Mama 1
MPOTsIHYJIa MHE CBEPTOK. — Xouellb nofaepxarb ero? Trl Tak peako Oepelis ero Ha pyKHu.

$1 0XOTHO cornacuaach 1 B3sij1a peOeHKa Ha PYyKH, C HEKHOCTBIO TTPUXKAB K TPY/IH.

— CoBceM KpOIIEYHbI U TAKOW YA3BUMBIH, — BCJIYX IPOrOBOPHJIA 51, CO BCEH JIIDOOBBIO CMOTPSI
Ha Oparuka.

Bo MHe Bapyr 3aurpany HOBbIE, HEM3BECTHBIE paHee YyBCTBa. [10SBUIOCH OrPOMHOE XKellaHue
3alIUTUTH €r0 OTO BCEeX HamacTei, OoJie3Hel, BOWH W Henpuss3HU. MoU 1J1a3a YBJIQXHUJIHUCH OT CIe3,
K TOpi1y MOACTYNUI KOM. YTo co MHOW TPOMCXOAUIIO?

Sl mocriemia BepHYTh MaJIblllla MaMe M TOIHsUIA ras3a. Ilepeno MHOIO cTostm Afanboept u
BHUMaTeIbHO HAOMI0AAT 32 MHOM. 3aTeM OH OIMyCTWJICS Ha 3eMJII0 BO3JIe MEHsI U, OOHSIB MEHs 3a
IJIEYH, JIACKOBO IPOU3HEC:

—Tebe k ity ¢ pebeHKOM Ha pykax. Thl OyJenb 3aMevaTesbHOM MaMOM.
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— Ja, cornacuiack s1. — HaBepHoe, — jo00aBuIa yxe HepelmTebHee.

Sl BOpyr 3aMKHYJIach B ceOe, CTapasiCh 3arylIMTh STH YyBCTBA, KOTOPbIE KacaJllCh MaTepHH-
cTBa U pedeHka. 51 xorena yoexars ot HUX. {1 Gosiack ux. Ho B To ke Bpemsi rae-To B IIIyOuHe TyIu
sl KpuyJasa camoil cebe, YTo BOT OHO TO, Yero 51 HICKPEHHE KeJao.

Sl momHsNack Ha HOTW U OBICTPO MPOrOBOPUIIA:

— Ioitny, nmporynsiock.

$1 HanpaBuyIach B CTOpPOHY Jieca. IMEHHO TaMm 1 Hajesiiach OOPecTH CIIOKOMCTBHE U BEPHYTh
Mpe’KHee HACTPOEHUE.

— Tlo¥iTi ¢ TOOOH? — MPOSBIII HHUITUATUBY AJasIbOEpT.

— Her, — 51 HeHa/10ITO OCTAaHOBUJIACH U, HE 000pAYMBasICh, MOSCHUIA: — $I XOuy MOOBITH OHA.
S cKOpo BEPHYCb.

W s ymina, Bcem cepaiem HaJesiCh, 9TO Y MEHsI IOy YUTCsSl YTOMOHUTD pa30yIieBaBIIMecs YyB-
CTBA.

He ceituac.

4 elie He TOTOBA K 3TOMY.

Uepes kakoe-TO BpeMs 51 BEpHYJachb K AJanbOepTy cuacTimBasi U 0e3 MpekXHUX MPayHbIX
MbIC/Iel. §I BIOBOJb HAry/IsuIach Cpesiu iepeBbeB U nopymaina 00o BceM. U ceituac 11 MeHs ObUIO
HEMHOTO CTPaHHbIM OJIHAa MaJIeHbKasl JIeTalb: MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO B JIECY 51 IPOBEJIa ropasio Oosblie
BPEMEHH, HO OTYEro-To He MIOMHIJIA, YeM 3aHMMAaJIach M O YeM JyMaJa.

Ho s He crana 3a0cTpsATh Ha 3TOM BHUMaHKe. BMecTo 3Toro 51 oBucia Ha 1ee CBOero BO3o0-
JIEHHOTO, LIeJTysI €r0 ¥ TOBOPS, KaK CUJIBHO 1 YCIIeNa 110 HEMY COCKYYHUThCS.

Bke K Beyepy Ha OKpavHe ropofia HallUTH ellie OIHY MOJIOAYIO JKEHIIMHY 0OECKPOBJICHHOM.
Psiniom ¢ Helt HaluM 1 TPYI KPacKBOro MYKYMHBL. MyKUMHA TaK ke OKa3aicsi 0OECKPOBJICHHBIM.

— 4l 3Ha10 X, — BAPYT YCIbIIIaia 1 MyKCKOH rojioc 3a CBOer CIIMHOM.

Tak Moy4niIock, 4To KOrJa HaILIA TPYIIbl, MHE «IIOCYACTIIMBUIIOCH» MTPOXOOUTH MUMO. U 1,
KOHEYHO e, OCTaJIach MPUCYTCTBOBATh MPY JATbHENINEM pa3BUTUH COOBITUI. MHe ObLIO Kalb 3Ty
napy. OHu 062 ObUTH CITMIIIKOM MOJIOJBI M OYeHb KpacuBbl. U TyT 51 ycnblmana o ToM, 4To KTO-TO MOT
3HATh WX MPH KU3HU. I 0OepHYIACh U MOIBITATACh B3IJISIOM OTBICKATh TOrO YesioBeka. Ho myxunHa
yKe BBIIIEN BIepe]] U3 COOpaBIIEHCs IPYIIIbI JTIOeN 1 MOIOIIEN K OrUOIINM.

— OHu ObUTH BYEpa B MOEM JIOME, TIUJIM BUHO U BECEJIMIIUCh CO BCEMH, — TOBOPHIT MYKUMHA. —
4 He Buzesn, Korga onu ynui. U, mo Bceill BEpOSITHOCTH, UX YOWJIM CErofiHs HOYbIO, — CHeJIal OH
MpavyHOE 3aKJI0UYeHHe, HO OOJIbIIe HUYETO He CTajl TOBOPUTD.

W co Bcex CTOPOH CHOBAa Hayasl pa3faBaThCsl MPUBBIYHBIN TANJEk: S3bIYHUKU WM BCE Ke
CTpallHbII 3Bephb?

PazouapoBaHHO B3/10XHYB, 51 COOpaiach yXOAUTbh, KaK BAPYT B TOMIE 3aMeTrIa Makcuma.

Moe cepatie TYT e OTKJIMKHYJIOCh Ha 3TO BUJICHUE YaCTBIMHU yJapaMu, Telo OpOCUIIO B Kap.
Sl ynuBHMIach TaKOM peaklii MOETO TeJla Ha 3TOro MyxunHy. Ho MHe ObICTpO ynasoch B3siTh ceOsl B
pyku. [Touemy BooOI11e OH MeHsI Tak BosHYyeT? Heyxkenu mpuauHON TOMY SIBJISIETCS] TOT TITYTIBIA COH?
1 HeroyoBasia M 37MJIACh Ha camy ceOsl.

BriOpaBImch U3 TOMIBI, 1 OBICTPO 3alliarajia mpodb OT TOIO MecTa.

— A Kak AyMmaenib Thl, YbMX 3TO PYK WJIM Jial Jeio? — yClblana s COBCEM PsIOM € cOOOM
MpUSTHBIN rojoc Makcuma.

Ckopee Bcero, sl Bce e OKHUIaa, YTO OH HArOHUT MEHs U 3aBeJeT CO MHOHM pa3roBop. Yk
CJIVILIIKOM OH JIIOOOTIBITEH M HarJl, a TaK jKe CaMOyBEpeH B ceOe M CUMTAET, YTO eMy BCE pajbl.

— I Xody U1, YTOOBI €r0 MOCKOPee YAATIOCh MOWMATh, — C XOJIOAHOM BEKJIMBOCTHIO OTBETHIIA
s1. — Ml 9T00BI 3TN yOMICTBA MPEKPATUIIMCh. A KTO 3TO JeJIaeT, MEHsI MaJIo MHTepeCyeT.
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— Bor kak? — ycmexHyJicst oH. — Sl ymait mouemy-To, 4To Thl, KaK M BCE BOKPYT, Tajiaeliib, KTO
3TO crienall.

— YTto THI CHOBA 3aJIaIWII: KaK BCe, JIa KaK Bce! — HEOXKMIaHHO BCIIBIXHYJIA. — 5 cama cebe Ha
yMe, 1 MHEHHe BCeX MeHsI He uHTepecyer!

— CHoBa? — ynuBwicsi Makcum.

S TyT ke mpuKycwia SI3bIK, MMOHSB, YTO YyTh, ObUIO, HE MPOrOBOPHIIACH MIPO COH, KOTOPBIH
Tenepb He BBIIVISAJE TAKUM JypPMaHSIIMM M MTPEKPACHBIM, KaK Hpesxje. Pe3ko 0CTaHOBUBIIKCH U
Pa3BEepHYBIIKCH, 51 CMEJIO W BBI3BIBAIOIIE IMOCMOTpPENA HA HEro, CTapasich He aKIIEHTHMPOBATh CBOE
BHMMAaHHUE Ha ero 0YapoBaTeIbHOW BHEIITHOCTH.

— $1 He MMelo HU MaJIEHIIIero JKeJIaHUs IPOIOJIKATh Halll JaIbHEHINHIA pa3roBop, — 00pyoua 5.

Kak Tak mosyumioch, 4to s He Hallllack, YTO OTBETUTh MyxurHe? S mpennouna coexarb BMe-
cro oreeral

Ho JIA, s nmocnemmia yidTH OT 3TOr0 pa3roBopa, Kak U ot camoro Makcuma. OH pazjapaxan
MEHsI ¥ TIOCTOSIHHO BHIBOIIVJT MEHsI 13 ce0s1, 3aCTaBJIsIsi OMHOBPEMEHHO POOETh M KPaCHETb IIepejl HHM,
TepsisiCh B OTBETAX.

Bepnynach s B cBoe momMecThe 3aMeTHO pa3osiuBiiasics. Ho Gosbiiie Bcero s 3muiach Ha camy
cebg, yeM Ha Makcuma.

Ortkyna Boooitie B3siicst 3ToT Makcum? CHOBa 1 CHOBA 51 33/1aBajia cede STOT BOITPOC, HO OTBETA,
KOHEYHO Xe, s CHOBA U CHOBA HE TOJTyyJasia.

Ocratok JHs s ipeOblBajia B IypPHOM PACIIOJIOKEHUH IyXa, OUTH HU C KM He pa3roBapuBasia
1 Gosibilie ObLIA MPeIPacoNokeHa K TOMY, YTOObI TOOBITh HaeWHE C COOON.

Yro-TO Mpoucxoamio BOKpyr MeHs. Ho s Bce He MorIa MOHSATh, 4TO 3TO U OTKyAa Oepercs. Ko
3aMelIaH B 3TUX COOBITUSAX U BOOOIIE, HA KaKWe COOBITHS CTOMIIO OBl 3A0CTPUTh BHUMaHUeE ?

O0ecKpOBJICHHBIE JKEPTBbI, 3arafIOYHO YOUTHIE.

S GecrienbHO Opoawiia 1o [oMy. XOpOIero HaCTPOeHU s, Kak ¥ He ObIBAJIO BOBCe. A Belb U3
Jieca co CBOeH OAMHOKOW MPOTYJIKY 51 BEpHYJIach Ooapasi, Becenasi U JOBOJIbHast BceM. § Obia abco-
JIOTHO YBEpEeHa, 4TO BCce ObLIO 3aMeyaTesibHO. A MpoOieM U COMHEHHI CJIOBHO U BOBCE HE OBLIO.

ITO CTPaHHOE M JIETKOE YYBCTBO YBEPEHHOCTU BO BCEM YJIETYUMJIOCHh C TIOSIBJICHHEM B TIOJIe
3pennst Makcuma. Heyskel OH Tak oTpHLIaTeSIbHO Ha MeHs BiusieT? HykHO cBecTH K MUHUMYMY
BCE €ro TMOMBITKUA CO MHOW 3arOBOPHUTb.

Bckope menst Hania Mwtana. OHa 0OBHJIA MOIO 1110 CBOMMH MaJIeHBKMMHU PYYOHKaMH U
KPEIIKO MPHKaiach KO MHE.

— 51 X041y, 4TOOBI CETOHS ThI YJIOKHJIA MEHS CIaTh, — MPOIIETTAla OHA MHE Ha YXO.

— KoneuHno, 1[BeTouek, — s nornesioBasia cecTpeHky. — Torja noIuiv ceiyac.

Sl xoTena nmogHATHCA HAa HOrM, HO MuiaHa Kpemnye Mpu:xanach KO MHE.

— Her, Hecu mensi! — 3akanpusHiyana Majibika. — Teost qonro He ObU10. 1 COCKYy4MIIach.

— MeHs yacto nononry He ObIBAaeT, — 3aMeTHJIA 51, TIOJHUMAsl IEBOYKY Ha pyKH. — Thl JIOTKHA
yKe K 9TOMY PUBBIKHYTb.

— Mama roBopHT, 4TO Thl CKOPO HAJOJTO yezielb. V1 oHa He 3HaeT, KOrJa Thl BEPHEIIbCS, —
’KAJIOCTIIUBBIM TOJIOCKOM TOBOPHJI peOCHOK. — A ellle OHa CKa3ajia, YTo Thl MOXKEIIb HUKOT/IA OOJIbIIIe
HE BEpHEIlIbCsl, — OHA 3axXHbIKaja. — [louemy Thl XOuens OpocuTh Hac?

— He mmaup, — 51 momenioBasia Musiay u yibIiOHyIack eid. — 51 oOemaio tede, 4To BepHyCh. S Bac
HuKorga He Oporry! Bel — camoe moporoe, 4To y MeHs eCTb.

VI10:)KMB MAJIBIIIKY B MOCTEIb, 51 YKPbUIA €€ U MPUCea Ha Kpail KPOBATH.

— A xorja y Te0s1 Oyaet cBaap0a? — BHE3anmHo crpocuia MusaHa.

Bomnpoc okazacst HeoXuIaHHBIM, HO CBOE pacTepssHHOCTH s He ToKa3asa. 51, HaBepHoe, yKe
NPUBBIKJIA, YTO B TIOC/IEIHEE BpeMsi UMEHHO 3TOT BOITpOC Bcex uHtepecyet. Ho s Bcerna 3atpyaHsi-
Jlach OTBETUTDb Ha HETO.
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— Mapk roBopuT, 4TO Thl BiIOOJIEHa B AJaiibOepTa, — SMOLMOHAJIBHO U OYeHb BBIPA3UTETbHO
ropopwiia Munana. — OH 0YeHb KPAaCUBBIN U I0OPHIi.

— D10 npaBaa, — YILIOHYIACh 51 cecTpeHke. — Ho cefiuac s1 He Xo4y uUrparb cBajp0y, — 4eCTHO
OTBETWJIA 1 M.

— A xorjia e Tbl TOrJ1a 3aX04ellib? — ¢ HaJIe)KJOM B TOJIOCe CIIPOCHIIA IEBOYKA.

— Ilymaio, 4To CKOpO, — 3acMesiiach .

— Korza s BbIpacty, xo4y ObITh TaKOH ke KPacUBOM M CMeJIOW, Kak Thl. M 51 xouy ymeTb cpa-
XKaTbCs, KaK THI.

Bor 310 mpusHanue ObUIO NEWCTBUTENBHO HEOXKUAAHHBIM. M HEekoTOopoe Bpems s Mojdaia,
TIIATEJILHO MOOMpPasi Hy)KHBIE CJIOBA.

— Tw1 Gynenb ropaszio KpacuBee MeHsl, — 3aBepuia 1 MIIA/IIIYIO CECTPEeHKY. — M kora Thl BhIpac-
Telllb, Thl BCTPETHUIIIb Y€JIOBEKA, KOTOPOTO MOMIOOUIITH M 3aX0Uelllb CTaTh €ro JKeHOW. A Ha BOWHE HEeT
MecTa 1151 JKeHIIUHBI.

— Ho Th1 Bep keHImumHa! — ynpsiMo 3aMeTnIIa IeBOYKa.

— Jla, — yabIOHYIach 51, CHOBA MBITASICh MO00PATh HyKHbIE clioBa. — Ho Tebe He HyXHa Takas
Ku3Hb. [la, s cama BeIOpasia 3TOT myTh. Ho OH He JydIimii 1yist KpacuBOW M YMHOM A€BOYKH, KaK ThI.
ThI mo¥iMeIb 310 HeMHOTO To3xe. 1 Hageock. Thl MOMOOUITE KPACUBOTO MYKUYHMHY, 2 OH ITOJIOOUT
Te0s1. 1 ThI cTaHemb ero sxeHou. M y Te0s Bce OyaeT XOpoIlo, v Thl Oy/ellb CYacTIMBa MO-HACTOSI-
nemy. Y Tebe HUKOrJa, CIBIIINIITG? HUKOTJA, HE TIOHATOOUThCS cpakarhes. Y TeOs Bcerma Oyaer
PSIIOM TOT YeJIOBEK, KTO, B ClIyyae HEOOXOIUMOCTH, 3aIIUTUT TeOsI.

— Kak ®abuona? — ¢ Hagexaou cnpocria Muiana.

— Ia, LIBetouek, — kuBHya 5. — OHa OYeHb CHIILHO JIIOOUT Hamero Mapka.

— Ho, ecnu ThI He xouemb cTaTh KeHOW AJanbOepTa, 3HAUUT, Thl €ro He CHIIBHO JIIOOUIIb? —
Npearosoxuia Munasa.

— 4 ero oueHb CUITBHO JTIOOITIO, — MATKO BO3pasuia 51 6e3 TeHn cOMHeHMid. — OH Be/ib Criac MeHsl.

— Tebst xoTem youTs? — Ha 11a3aX A€BOYKH BHICTYIIUIIN CJIE3bI.

W 3111 cnie3wl MOOMMOI cecTpeHKH 3aJe MeHs. S BAPYr oco3Hasa, Kak MHOTO pa3 Oblia Ha
I'paHu TOro, YT0OBI MeHs YOrTi. W CKOJIbKO ropsi 3TO MPUHECIO Obl MOMM JTIOOMMBIM.

N paau vero Bce 310?! OTAATH CBOIO XU3Hb Pa/id LIAPEH, KOTOPbIE TTOCTOSIHHO HE MOTYT YTO-
TO TIONIENIUTHh MKy coOoi?! [la OHM TOCTOSTHHO, KaK MaJible JETH, MBITAIOTCSA B JIPaKe BBISICHUTD,
KTo Jyurte! [Ipy yem camu MPaKTHUECKW HUKOTAA HEe IPUHUMAIOT YJacTus B 00s1x. U yx TO4HO He
Ha TIepeJIoBbIX, IJie THOHYT COTHHU, a TIOPOW M THICSYM MYKYMH, KOTOPBIX JOMA KIYT KEeHBI, JETH,
marepu. U1 kakosa 1ieHa norom nasimmm? Jlens Tpaypa? HemHoro nouecreit cembsiM, 4YTO HaBpsi Jiv
Y JJaJIeKO He JJIs1 BCeX YTOTOBaHA Takasl yuacTh. A JJIsl ceMel UX MOruOIIMX POIHBIX YK€ HUKOTa He
BEPHYTh U CKOPOb MX HUKOI/IA HE 3aKOHYUTCS !

Kak crpaHHO, HO paHblIle 51 HUKOTJa He 3aJyMbIBaJiach 00 TOM.

— 51 He xouy, 4TOOBI TeOsT yOUIIH, — C STUMH CJIOBAMHU MaJIbIIIIKa BBHICKOJIB3HYJIA U3-TIO] Oflesiia
¥ TOBUCIIA HA MOeH 1miee. — S Xxody, 4ToObl ThI BCeraa-Bceraa Oblia co MHOM !

— 41 6yny Bcerma ¢ ToOOH, MOOOBb MOS, — I CO BCEHM NPUCYIIEd MHE HEKHOCThIO OOHSIA
peOeHKa, MOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO IJ1a3a YBJIKHUIHCH OT CJIe3.

VKpaKoil cMaxHyB CJe3bl, 51 BCE K€ YJIOKHIa CHOBA JJEBOUKY B MOCTEJIb U, MOIEJIOBAB, MPO-
W3Hecna:

— 4 obemarto Tebe, uTo MeHs He yObioT. U 51 Bcerma-Beceraa Oyay psaoM ¢ TOOOH.

— Torpa mooGeriait MHe, 4TO ThI OOJIBIIIE HE MOUCIITH TY/IA, T1e TeOs MOTyT YOUTbh. A ellle, 4To
THI CTaHEeIlIb )keHoW Aanboepra. OH MHE OUeHb HpPaBHUTCS ! — TpeOOBATENILHO M TPOMKO MTPOTOBOPHJIA
Munana.

— 41 crany ero keHou, — Jaja oOelaHue s MATIOTKe, BECeJI0 paccMesiBIIUCh. — M 3aBTpa xke
TMOJIyMAaIo Ha CYET TOTo, YTOObI OOJIbIIIEe HE yJacTBOBATh B OMTBaX. [lyMaro, 4TO MHOTHMX 3Ta HOBOCTb
OYeHb OOpajyer.
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— Ecnmu THI moo0emana, To 3HAYMT JOKHA ITO BBITIOJHUTH! — 3asiBUJIa CECTpPEHKa CO BCe
CEepbhEe3HOCTHIO B TOJIOCE, HA KOTOPYIO TOJIKO OblIa criocoOHa. — Thl cama MeHs 3toMy yunia. [Tom-
HUIIb Takoe?

— KoHeuHo, 51 TOMHIO, — 51 CHOBA TOLIE/IOBaJIa MAJIBIIIKY U T00aBIa: — A Terieph 1aBaid CraTh.
Vke mo3gHo.

[ToBTOPATH MHE HE MPUILIOCH. [IeBOYKA TOCITYIITHO OTBEPHYJIACh K CTEHE U 3aKphljia IJ1a3a.

— TonbKo THI HUKY/IA HE YXO/H, TIOKA sl HE YCHY, — COHHBIM TOJIOCOM ITOIPOCHJIA MAJTBIIIIKA.

— 4 6yny psiom, — 3aBepriia 1 MusiaHy, TIOJIOKHB PyKy Ha ee TUIeYO.

OdeHb CKOPO JIbIXaHUe JeBOYKH BHIPOBHSIOCH, U OHA CJIAJIKO 3aCOIea.
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I'masa 7. HoBbIn coH

Jloxach, HAKOHEII-TO CIAaTh, s TOYYBCTBOBAJIA CMEPTEIBHYIO YCTAIOCTh.

OpnHako, 3aKpbIB 17134, s OIIYTHJIA YK€ 3HAKOMOE YyBCTBO JIETKOCTH M PAJIOCTH. YMHUPOTBO-
PEHHO BBIJOXHYB M IaXe YCIeB YIBIOHYTbCS, 5 TOrPy3UIach B ITyOOKHIA CJIaIKUI COH, OKUAAs U OT
3TOTrO CHA MPUSATHBIE OIIyIICHUS.

U, cnoBHO 110 MUKy, 5 0OKa3ayiach B U3MI00JEHHOM MecTe Ha Oepery 3osotoro Pora. 51 6onbiie
HE Craja ¥ sICHO OCO3HaBaJa, TJie HAX0XYCh. DTO MECTO MHE ObUIO OYE€Hb XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMO.

Bbi10 conmHevyHo, HO He KapKo. JIerkuil BeTepoK JIACKOBO TPerasl MOM PaCITyIIIEHHbIE BOJIOCHI.
OrnsineB cebs1, A1 3aMeTUIIA, YTO CHOBA OfIETa B TO K€ BO3AYIIHOE OEJIOCHEXKHOE IUIaThe, YTO U B
MPebIAYILEM CHE.

Kaxk TonpKO s1 BCIOMHWIJIA O TOM CHE U O €ro rocTe, Moe cepille 3a0MIoch valle, a Ha IeKax
BCIIBIXHYJ pyMsiHell. $1 Koxell mouyBCTBOBaJIa ero nmpucytcrue. U s Gpuia COBEpIIEHHO TOUHO YBe-
peHa, YTO OH HaXOAWJICS 32 MOEU CITUHOM.

51 pe3ko oOepHyIach M TYT K€ OKa3aJach YyTh JIM HE B €10 00bATHSAX. OJJHOBPEMEHHO CMYTHB-
IIUCh, PA303JIMBIIMCH U 0OPAJOBABIIICH €MY, 51 CTIOKOMHO IMPOU3HECNA, BCEMH CHJIAaMU CTapasiCh He
BBIJIaTh CBOMX UYBCTB:

— He oxunana tebs1 yBuzieTh B CBOEM CHE CHOBA.

— A 10 TBOeMy BBIPaXKEHHMIO JIMIA U HE CKakKelllb, — MO-J00pOMY YJIBIOHYBILIHCH, HO BCE ke
CJIOBHO MI'pasi CO MHOM, Mpon3Hec Makcum.

['my6GoKo B3/10XHYB, 51 OTBEPHYJIACH OT HEro. §l XxoTena cripsTarh OT HErO CBOM I71a3a, Kak M CBOE
muno. He xBartasio erne ynactb B €ro oObATHS M BIUTHCS B €10 T'yObl, CTPACTHO TIEJTysI €TO.

O, na! i xenana sToro ceityac OOJIBIIIE BCETO Ha cBETeE!

Ho 4ro-TO MeHs Bce e CHOBa OCTaHABIMBAJIO OT COBEPIIEHUs TaKOTro Oe3paccyaHOro
noctynka. M y MeHs XBaTajio CHJIbl BOJIM CAEPKAThCS OT TAKOTo coOIa3Ha.

U notowm, eriie coBceM HeIaBHO s M BUZIETD €T0 He xkelayia. YOexana OT Hero, JIMIIb Obl TOJIHKO
HE CJIBIIIATH €ro M JIMIIb Obl TOJIBKO HE TOBOPUTH ¢ HUM. Ellle coBceM HeJaBHO OH MEHs KYyTKO pa3-
Apaal.

Ho ceituac Bce ObIJ10 TO-JIpyromMy.

W 51 Obla pajia ero BUAETb.

— Kak crpanHo cHOBa yBHUIETh TeOsI B CBOEM CHE, — Kak Obl, MEK/1y MPOYUM, ITPOU3HECA 1,
YKPaJKoW pasrisibiBasi ero.

— JlaBaii Oyzem cuuTaTh, YTO TO MPOJOIKEHUE MPEABIAYIIErO CHA, — C HE)KHOCTBIO B TOJIOCE
npenioxuia Makcum.

— A Takoe BO3MOKHO? — s OAHSIIA TOJIOBY, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh HA HETo M TYT e TMoiMasa Ha
ceOe B3IJIS/L €ro Kapyx IJias.

Kaxkwue e KpacuBbie y HEro riasa.

Kakoii e kpacusblii cam Makcum.

W xakum e ObUIO TPEKPaCHBIM BCE BOKPYT!

— INouemy ObI ¥ HET? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOMPOC OTBETUJI STOT TUICHUTEIIbHBIA MYKUMHA. — DTO
TBOM COH, B KOTOPOM Thl MOKEIIIb JIEJIaTh BCE, YTO MoXeaelb. HUKTO 1 HU4TO He CMOXKET UCTIOPTUTh
3TOT COH.

— Tsl Bcerga B cebe Tak yBepeH? — HEMHOTO CMYTHBIIHCh, sI OTBEPHYJIACH OT HETO, Pa3IIisiabBas
TeTiephb JIETKUE BOJTHEHHS Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH BOJIBI. — B MPOILIBINA pa3 Tl TOXE HE OCTABJISUI TIOMBITOK
TMIOJITOJIKHYTh MEHSI K TOMY, YTO, KaK Thl AyMaelllb, s JKeJalo craenaarb. BOoT TOJIbKO CMENOCTH WM
PEIIMMOCTH MHE BCE HUKAK He XBaTaeT, — 51 OKMHYJA B3Is110M Makchuma ¢ HOT JI0 TOJIOBBL. — YBEpEH,
YTO B 3TOT pa3 He YAUBHIIICS MOEMY KEJIAHUIO?

MakciM CMYIIEHHO KalllTsHYIT.
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— Bruto HempeackazyeMo, — yIbIOHYJICS OH, TIpU3HaBast 3TOT (hakT. — Ho MHe MOHpaBUIIOCH.

ITOT COH CHOBa ObLT MJieajieH ¥ OJHOBpeMEHHO HepeasieH. U s1 Oblia yBepeHa, uTo He crumo. Ho,
B TO Xe BpeMsl, 51 B 9TOM COMHeBaIach. MHOIMe MOMEHThI HUKAK He ObLITH MOXOXUMU Ha PeaTbHOCTb.

— W na, g Bcerna B ceOe yBepeH, — OTBETWJI MaKcuM Ha 3aJJaHHBII MHOW paHee BOIpoc. — A
nouyemy Obl 1 HeT? §] KpacuB, BBICOK, O0rat 1 oOasTesieH. A elre 00/1a/1a10 TPUPOJHBIM MarHeTU3MOM.
U MeHs MOKHO ciymath OeckoHeuHo. Kak MOXHO 1 6eCKOHEYHO JII0O0BaThcsi MHOW. OTHIM CIIOBOM,
sl — ujeal! — UrpuBbIM TOHOM TOBOPUJI Makcum.

— 51 3ameruna, — kuBHya 5. — Ho, 0OBIYHO, BCe 9T TBOM KauecTBa MEHsI M BBIBOASAT U3 ceOsl.
[TpaBna, ceituac Thl 1pyroid. I MHe 3TO HpaBUTCS.

Mei nofonu K Boge. CKUHYB 00YBb, 51 BOIILIA B TEILTYIO BOIY, TPUIIOAHUMAs TIOOJ ILJIaThs,
YTOOBI CITy4aliHO HE 3aMOYHUTh TaKyI0 KpacoTy.

— Tl mpekpacHa B 3TOM IUIaThe, — Kak Obl MEXIy MPOUUM 3aMeTis1 Makcum. — O4eHb Kab,
YTO Thl HE HOCHIIIb €TI0 B KU3HH.

— V MeHsI HeT TaKOro KPacHBOTO IUIAThsl, — He 03 IPYCTU MPU3HAJIACH 1, TYT e 3a/lyMaBIIIICh
O TOM, YTOOBI IPOCHTh IIBEIO CIIUTH MHE TAKOE.

Jlerkue BOJIHBI TPUSATHO OMBIBAJIM MHE HOTU. U 51 HE mpuiymMasia HU4ero Jiydiie, 4eM BOUTH B
BOJLy UyTh IIIyOXe, IPUIOJHUMAS TIOJ0JI IIAThSI C KaXKJbIM I1IaroM BCe BBIIIIE, OTOJIsIsi CBOM KPACHBBIC,
MYCTb ¥ HE JIJTMHHBIC HOTH.

MHe yaioch YJIOBHUTH U €/1Ba CIIBIIHBINA BOCTOPKEHHBIN BbIIOX Makcuma.

Boiins B BOIy 4yTh BbIIIE KOJICHA, s1 00OEPHYJIACh M IOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOEro CiyTHUKA. OH HaXo-
IWJICS TaM ke Ha Oepery, Tie 51 ero 1 ocTaBuia. MakciM He CBOJIMII C MeHsI CBoero B3risiga. Ho Bot
ObLIO B 9TOM B3IVISI/IE U UTO-TO €IlIe.

Heyxenu BioOIeHHOCTH?

Kaxkoe-To Bpems MbI MOJTYa CTOSUI M CMOTpEJHU APYT Ha Apyra. Ml Mexay Hamu He ObLIO Terepb
TOH MPUBBIYHON HATPSIKEHHOCTH, KOTOpasi OblIa B peabHOM JKU3HU.

W Tyt 51 moiimMana ce0st Ha MBICJIH, YTO MHE HPABUTCS €r0 OOIIECTBO, €ro rojioc M ero B3IJIs.
W moe cepatie psaoM ¢ HUM OMIOCh MHaYe. MeHsT HEBBIHOCUMO CHUTBHO TSIHYJIO K 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY.
MHe X0TeJIOCh KOCHYThCS €rO0.

— He npucoenunuiibesi? — coBa COpBaMCh C MOUX Iyl ObICTpee, YeM s ycriena 0CO3HaTh, YTO
MIPOU3HECIIA ITO BCIYX.

S TyT e MpUKyCHIa S3bIK U MOXeasla POBAJIMTHCS CO CThIAA. 3aueM s1 BOOOIIe 3TO cKa3asia?

Ho teniepp yauBuia mMeHsi oH. CYacTIMBO BBIIOXHYB M YJIBIOHYBIIKCh, MaKCUM He 3aCTaBHII
MEHsI JIOJITO XKJaTh 1 co coBamu: «C yIOBOIBCTBUEM ! » BOIIIET B BOJY.

Xopolo, 4To ceiiuac cepemHa JHs, ¥ COJHIIE CTOUT BHICOKO B HeOe. Ecim Obuia Obl JTyHa, a
Bce He0O ObLIO OBl YCHINAHO 3Be3/IaMH, ObLIO ObI CIIUIIIKOM POMaHTHYHO.

U cronno MHe ogymath 00 9TOM, KaK COJTHILIE MpeJaTeIbCKU Ha I1a3aX Ha4yalo MOKUIATh HeOo,
¥ JIeHb CMeHWICs Houblo. [losHas JyHa ocBeliaia He0o U peKy, a caM HeOOCKJIOH ObLI ycestH MUJI-
uapramu 3Be3q. Berep myn crnaObiMu MOpBIBAMHM, OXJIaXkIasi MO€ PasrOpsSTYEHHOE TeJIO M CHIIbHEe
pasBeBasi MOU BOJIOCHI.

— Yto rponcxoauT? — 3aBOPOKEHO OIISIIBIBASICh [0 CTOPOHAM, CIIPOCHIIA 51 HE MEHee YIMBJICH-
Horo Makcrma, KOTOPBI K TOMY MOMEHTY ObLT yKe PSIOM CO MHOM.

— 41 He 3HaI0, — Me/IJIEHHO MPOU3HEC OH, IS B He0o. — Teneps 5 yIuBICH He MeHbIle TeOsl.
S myman Muiib O COTHEYHOM MPEKPACHOM JIHE.

— A g mogymasa: Xopolo, 4To celvac JieHb, a He JIyHHasl HOUb, — s TiepeBesia B3Mis] ¢ Heba
Y 1IocMoTpesia Ha Makcuma.

OH pe3Ko OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY, B3IJISTHYB HA MEHSI.

— Tsl cHOBa BHECJIa CBOM M3MEHEHUSI B 3TOT COH, — 33/IyMYMBO U BCE TaK e ME/IJICHHO FTOBOPHIT
MY’KUHMHA.
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— Ho 3710 e Moii COH, — OTBETUJIA 51 HA 3TO, HE CBOJSA B3IVIsi/Ia C €0 MaHSAIIMX I71a3 U YyBCTBYA,
YTO TEePsII0 KOHTPOJIb Hajl COOOM.

Bort Tonpko cnenate HUUYero He Moria. HanpsikeHue Tonbko pocio.

— TBoii, — He cran cnopuTh co MHOI MakcuMm. — Ho MHe Koe-uTo He NOHATHO. Tak nmouemy
e Thl He XOTeJia, YTOOB! OblIa HOUb? — PE3KO CMEHWJI OH TEMY, HO €ro roJioC TPH 3TOM CTajl Msrde
U JIACKOBEe.

N or 31Oro ronoca Moe JpIxaHuWe CTalO MPEPHIBUCTBIM. $1 UyBCTBOBaJla, YTO €ILE COBCEM
HEMHOT'0, ¥ HOTH TIepeCTaHyT MEeHsI IepKaTh.

— IloTomy 4TO...— 51 B OUepeIHON pa3 He Hallllach, YTO OTBETUTh MakcuMmy.

CoOpaB BCIo CBOIO BOJIIO, s HAIILIA B ceOe CUJIbl OTBEPHYTHCS OT HETO, OIyCTUB TOJIOBY. f cTa-
pajiach BBIPOBHSATD CBOE JbixaHue. Ho moyeMy-To MHe Ka3ajioch, 4TO MOe cepiiie U 0e3 TOro CTy4uT
rpoMko. I Makcum CbImT ero.

— Banepusi, — moutu menotom npousHec Makcum Moe uMs.

Ha MrHoBeHwe s mepectaa JIblarh.

Kak xe HeOOBIKHOBEHHO MO€ MM 3BYUHUT, KOT/Ia €ro IMPOM3HOCHUT OH. Mt ke OH MPOM3HOCUT
ero KaKuM-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM TOHOM.

W TyT s movyBCTBOBaJIa HEKHOE TIPUKOCHOBEHHUE €ro MaJiblieB Ha Moel J1aoHu. OH MOIHSLT
MOIO PYKY M TIPUCJIOHII ee K cBoel rpynu. Tyna, rae OMioch ero cepae.

Buiock OHO Tak ke OBICTPO OT BOJHEHU S, KaK U MO€ COOCTBEHHOE.

U ero cepatie, Kak ¥ MO€, TOTOBO OBbLJIO BHICKOYHTH U3 TPY/IH.

51 oTKpbLIa 11232, MOBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY U IOCMOTpEJa Ha CBOIO PYKY Ha ero rpyau. Moio J1aioHb
MakcuMm c npeskHer HeKHOCTBIO AepKaJl B CBOEH JIaJOHU.

Bor ceiiuac s ToyHO ynagy BHepBbl€ B KU3HU!

W s yxe 4yBcTBOBaIA, Kak JAPOKAT MOU KOJIEHH, U KaK HEYBEPEHHO s cTol Ha Horax. OT ero
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUsI C MOUM TEJIOM TBOPWJIOCH UTO-TO HeBeposiTHOe. U, uyBCTBYs, Kak OeleHo KOJo-
THTCS €T0 Cepilie, s MOHSIA, YTO MOU YyBCTBA ObLIM B3aUMHBIMHU.

Bosnbliie He ocTaBaIoCh HUKAKUX COMHEHHUH, YTO HAC 00OMX C HEBEPOSTHOW CHJIOH TSHYIO IPyT
K apyry. Y BO3ayx BOKpYr HaUMHAJ CIIOBHO TPEIIaTh OT STOrO HAPSIKEHUSI.

OnHOBpEeMEHHO, He BbIAEpXkaB Oojiee HU MTHOBEHHsI, Mbl PE3KO MOTSHYJIUCH APYT K JOpPYTY,
CJVBIIKCH B JOJNTOXKIAHHOM CTpacTHOM morenye. OTIYCTUB MOIO PyKY, OH KPENKO OOHSUI MeHs
3a TaJMIo, IPUABMHYB MEHsI TeM CaMbIM K cebe BIUIOTHYyI0. Ero Bropas pyka okazajiach Ha MOEM
3aThUIKE.

OTIyCTUB MO0 TUIaThs, s 0OBUJIA €ro el pykamu. Ml MHe yxke ObLIO COBEPIIEHHO HEBAKHO,
YTO MO0 OETOCHEKHOTO BO3AYIIIHOTO TIAThsl HAMOYMJICS BOJIOM.

MBbI LiesioBanich Bce CTPACTHEE U CTPACTHEE, He kesasl MPeKpallaTh 3TO MPUSATHOE 3aHATHE.
To, 4T0 KONWJIOCH MEkK1Yy HaMH BCE 9TO BPEMsl, HAKOHEL], BHIPBAJIOCh Ha BOJIO B 3TOT nouenyi. U s
elle HUKOI/IA B JKM3HU He TeIoBaach 0osiee YyBCTBEHHO, CTPACTHO U HEKHO OTHOBPEMEHHO.

41 He xoTena, YTOObl 3TO 3aKAHUUBAIIOCH.

41 XoTena, 4ToOBI 3TO MPOAOIIKATIOCH BEUHO.

S oOHsa ero ere HeXHee W Kperue, 3alyCTHB CBOU MaJbIbl B €r0 IIEJTKOBHCTbIE BOJIOCHI.
3acTtoHaB OT ONAXEHHOTO BOCTOPra, OH TMOAXBATWJI MEHS 3a TAIWI0 OJHOW PYKOW, MPUTIOTHUMAS
BBIITIe, YTOOBI yioOHee ObLII0 MeHs 11eIoBaTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT, He pacTepsIBIIKCH, s OOXBATUJIA €ro
TaJIMI0 HOTaMH, CKPECTUB UX 32 €ro CIIMHOM.

Ha MraoBenue st OTcTpaHmIach OT HEro, 4ToObl MepeBecTH AblxaHue. [locMoTpeB B ero 1iasa,
s yBUZENA B HAX BOCTOPI M BOCXMILIEHME MHOH. B ero rmaszax s takxke Bujena J0OOBb KO MHE U
KeJlaHue.

Jla, MOU IIIeKH ThLIAH, U 5 TaK Xke kenana ero. M s 3Hana, 4To MOM I71a3a TOBOPUII 00 STOM
KpacHOpeuMBee JII0ObIX CIIOB.
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Terneps ysxe sl cMOTpesa Ha Hero cBepxy BHU3. M Buj1 cBepXy ObLIT HACTOJIBKO XKe MOTPSICAIOIINM,
KaK ¥ C IPUBBIYHOTO pakypca. OH B 1I00OM BHJE U € JTIOOON CTOPOHBI ObLT Oe3yIpedeH.

U mHe 3axoTesnoch mpu3HaThes emy B moOBu. Ho c10B He TpeOoBaIoch.

Sl mpuKOCHYach CBOEH JIJIOHBIO K ero Iieke. Makcum yibiOHyCsS MHe. 1 HaKJIOHUTach, HEKHO
KOCHYBIIIMCh TyO0amu ero ry0. 1 yem jmosblie s ero 1enoBaia, TeM CTpacTHee BHOBb CTAHOBHJIHCH
HAllY TOLIETYH.

S morepsina cyer BpeMeHHU.

A erie, 1 COBEpIIIEHHO 3a0bLIa, YTO TO BCE ObLI JIMIITH CAMBIN MPEKPACHBIN COH B MOEH KU3HU.
41 3a6bL1a O CyIIECTBOBAHUM PEATbHOCTH.

Cy1ecTBoBasin TOJIBKO MakcuM U 1.

A pasBe ObiBaeT uHave?

U BoT TyT 51 mpocHyack!

OTKpBIB I71a3a, s JAJIEKO HEe cpa3y CMOIJIA MOHSTh: TIe s, YTO MPOU3ONLIO, JeHb WIX HOYb
ceryac, xuBa Ju BooOre A?

Sl monro nexana B TEMHO# KOMHaTe, OCBEIIICHHOW OCTaBJICHHBIMUA Ha HOYb HECKOJIbKUMH Mac-
JISTHBIMHM JIAMIIAMH, U pACCMaTpUBaJIa TIOTOJIOK.

UYro Mbl BOOOIIIE 3HaeM O cHax? MoxXeT CHbI Ha CaMOM Jiesie BOBCE M He sIBJISI0TCS cHamu? U
MBI IIEPEHOCUMCSA B APYTOi MUP WA B JPYTYIO peabHOCTh. Tya, e MOKeM He TOJIBKO BCE BUJETb,
HO Y 4YyBCTBOBarTh. [1e Bce MpOUCXoaUT Ha caMoM jernie. M Mbl He o B 9ToM cHe. C Hamu ecTh
KTO-TO emrie. M 9TOT KTo-To, TaK *ke Jiexka B CBOECH MOCTENIM B CBOEM JIOME, YyBCTBYET U MEPEKUBACT
BCE TO )K€, YTO U MEbI!

Tak HaCKOJIbKO ke Halll CHbI peasibHbl? U re rpanb Mexk 1y 9TOi pealbHOCThI0? A TIpY BCTpeye
C 9TUM KEeM-TO, Mbl CMYIIICHHO OTBOJIMM IJIa3a WJIM HAYMHAEM OTIIIYYMBATHCSI, MBICJICHHO HaJIesiCh,
YTO €ro HACTOSIIIEro He ObUIO B HAIIIEM CHE.

Y MeHs1 ObLIO CTPAHHOE OIIIYIIEHHE, CJIOBHO s JIMIIHMJIACh YETO-TO BAKHOTO ¥ HEBOCTIOJIHIMOT'O
B u3HU. KocHyBIMCh Iy0 najibliaMu, s HA MTHOBEHHE BEPHYJIACh B CBOM COH, @ UMEHHO K TOIIEIYIO.
Mo 1IeKH TYT e BCIBIXHYJIM OT HErOI0OBaHM S, CThIZA H. . .JKEJIaHHSI.

Pe3ko ceB B moctenu, 51 IyOOKO 3a/IblIIalia, CTapasich MOCKOpee MPUATH B ceOsl.

Kaxkoii xe 310 0611 coH! VI HACKOJBKO ke CHOBA OH OBLT peaJTuCTUICH !

Crath MHe OOJIbIlIe He XOTeJIOCh, U s OTKMHYJIA ofiesio. He oco3HaBas, uTo fenaio, s ObICTpO
OJieNIach U HalpaBWiach B KOHIONIHIO. MHE 3aX0TeJoch MOCKopee OceIaTh AHTEPUOHA U yMYAThCSI
Ky/1a-HAOY/Ib POYb OT CBOMX MbIC/IEl. MHe 3aX0Tenoch Mockopee 3a0bITh ITOT COH.

Ho 3TOT COH HUKaK He XOTeJ BHIXOAUTh U3 MOEH ToJIOBb. Bee ObLIO HACTOIBKO peasibHO, YTo I
JI0 CHX TIOp YyBCTBOBAJIA TeTUIo ero ryd. M ero momenyit 1o CUX Mop OOKHUrasl MOU TyObI.

BbUto yXe paHHee yTpo, M HeOO e/iBa Ha4Yajo CBETJIETh MOC/e HOUHOM TeMHOTHL. Y MeHS He
OBLJIO OIIYIIEHHUS YCTAJIOCTH WM COHJIMBOCTH, HO OBbLIIO Oe3yiepiKHOe kelaHue cOexkaTh OT HOYHOTO
CHa M OT COOCTBEHHBIX MBICJICH.

Jla, B TOT MOMeHT MHe ObUT HyXeH Jiuiib Makcum. U jumib ero o0bsitus. Y b ero ryosl.

Ho kakum 06pazom s1 BOOOIIEe MOIJIa JOMYCTUTh STOTO MOIIENYs, MyCThb Jlake BO cHe?!

Benp no-HacrosiiemMy 1 y’ke MHOTO JIET 51 oOmo Toibko Anansoepra! Y umMenHo ¢ A nanboep-
TOM sI XOUYy TIPOBECTH OCTATOK XU3HH, CTaTh €TI0 XKEHOW U POAUTh €My ChIHOBEH.

41 B ouepeaHo# pa3 npuimnopmia AHTeproHa. f cunrana, 4to yem ObicTpee OyJeT cKakaTh MO
KepeOelr, TeM ObICTpee 51 CMOTY IPUATH B ceOs U MepecTaHy AyMarh 00 3TOM.

[Nouemy 51 BooOIIEe Kymaio 06 3ToM?! D10 ObLIT BCETO JIUIIb MPOKJIATHINA COH! ! !

Sl pe3ko HaTsIHYJIa IOBO/bsI HA ce0s1, OCTAaHABIIMBAsI KOHSI HA MOJHOM CKaky. OT MOero Heoxu-
JIaHHOTO TTOPbIBA, & TAKKE BHIPaXasi CBOE HEJIOBOJILCTBO THEBHBIM PKaHUEeM, AHTEPUOH TOIHSLIICS Ha
IBIOBI, IOKa3bIBast CBOM XapakTep. He ckasatb, 4To 51 ObLIa K 9TOMY rOTOBa, HO B CeJijie, KOHEYHO Xe,
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ynepxanack. Korna sxepeGelr mpuHsIT CBOe MpekHee TOPU30HTATIEHOE TOJIOKEHHUE, s MoTpenaa ero
T0 3arpUBKY B 3HAK W3BUHEHHMS.

O aeBIMch O CTOPOHAM M YBUEB, KyJja MEHsI IPUHEC MOW KOHb, 51 HICTEPUYECKU PACXOXO-
Tajgach. AHTEPUOH Ha 3TO JIHIIb (PHIPKHYJ M OITYCTHII TOJIOBY K COYHOM TpaBe.

CrpsITHYB C JIOmaau, st noopena K peke.

BoT Tak momy4miioch: xenas yoexkarb OT CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO CHAa M OECIOKOMHBIX MBICTICH,
s OKa3aJlach pOBHO Ha TOM € MeCTe, UTO U BO CHE.

W 1yT e s CHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA Ha ce0e Yer-To B3MIAA. Sl pe3ko oOepHynach ¢ 3aMUpaHUEM
cepara, Okuaasi ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO MOJISICh, YTOOBI 9T0O ObLT He Makcum. Ho s yBuzena ToJbKo MUPHO
nacymierocst Ha 6epery cBoero AHTEpUOHa, MCIBITAB MTPU 3TOM M PaJOCTh U Pa30yapoBaHHMe.

Yro mporcxoauT co MHOM ? [louemy 51 MOCTOSIHHO Jymaio 06 STOM CaMOYBEPEHHOM B cebe My K-
yuHe?

BripyraBimce, s pe3Ko MOBEpHY/IACh OOPAaTHO K peKe W B TOPAOM OJMHOYECTBE ycesach Ha
Oepery y caMoi BOJIbl, YCTABHBILKCH Ha €€ TIOBEPXHOCTb.

Paccger. Camoe nyuriiee Bpemsi cyTok. M, HaBepHOe, caMoe KpacuBOe BpeMsl CYTOK, KOTria OH
He OBbUT TACMYPHBIM.

Bckope 51 modyBcTBOBaJIa, YTO Havyasa yCIIOKauBaThCsl, 1 MOM MBICTM TIPUXOIMIIN B TTOPSIJIOK.

YTpeHHuid Bo3ayx ObUT MO-0COOEHHOMY YHMCT M cBeXk. [IpoxiaaHblil BeTep Oonpui Teso. A B
JIecy HavyaJii IPOCHITaThCs epBble NTUIlbl. HaunHacs HOBBIN AeHb. I MHE 3aX0TeNoch caenaTh 4To-
TO HOBOE 1 HeOObIYHOE IS ce0s1 camoid. M MHe 3aX0Tesloch ObITh HEMHOTO sIpUe CaMOM.

HeBuaumelil MHe rpecieioBaTesib BCe elre MpoaonKal HabmoaaTh 3a MHOU. M 51 Hauasia moHu-
Marth, YTO yXe MPHUBBIKAIO K STOMY UYBCTBY H TeTlepb CTapajiach C 3TUM CMUPHUTHCS.

Ho HyxHO ObUTO MpU3HATHCS cebe B TOM, UTO YYBCTBYS PSIIOM Ube-TO MPUCYTCTBUE, 51 ObLIa
yXxe OoJsiee YBEpEHHOW, YTO CO MHOW HUYEro He CIyYUTCs. DTOT KTO-TO MeHs oxpansieT. MHaue, s
JaBHO ObuIa OBl yXKe MepTBa.

WNnu on pocto urpaer co MHOI?

Het! D1a Mbic/ib MEHs TYT ke MOKUHYJIA.

MeHs1 CIIOBHO 03apuJIo — 3TO ObUT MOM HEBUAMMBINA XpaHuTesb! OH Bceraa He3puMo TIPUCyT-
CTBYET PsIOM CO MHOU. B ipyrom citydae, s JaBHO Obl BHIYMCIIJIA M YBUjIEA ObI TOTO, Yel B3IJISI]T
s ceifyac 1yBCTBOBasIA Ha cede.

W B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa TH MBICJIM POIMITUCH B MOEY T'OJIOBE, Y MEHSI MOSIBUJIOCh HOBOE YyBCTBO.
W 3TM 4yBCTBOM SIBJISIOCH 3allMIIIEHHOCTh, YETO HUKOTAA paHee 51 He UCIbIThiBaia. Benp oH He
HarajaeT Ha MeHsl, U OH He XoueT Moel cMeptu. OH mpocto HabmogaeT, YTo0bl CO MHOM Bee OBLIO
xoporto. Y uTo6sl 51 Obia B 6€30MaCHOCTH.

— Crniacu60 tebe, Mol X paHuTe b, — BCIIYX MPOU3HECA 1, YIBIOAsCh U TIOCMOTPEB Ha MeJIJIEHHO
MPOTLIBIBAIOIINE HAI0 MHOM OOJIaKa.

1 3Hana, 9TO OH CJIBIIIAT MEHS.

— Cnacu60, uTo odeperaeib MeHsl, — MPOJOJIKAIA 51, IOCMOTPEB IO CTOPOHAM.

Bruto cbimHO b medeTanbe NTUI U peakoe (pipkaHbe AHTepuoHa. Ho s BceM Tenom
YYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO MOW XpaHUTEeNb yibiOaicsa. OT 3TOro Moe HacTpOeHHe YIydqImiock. [Ipornanmu
TPEBOTU M CIOBHO PACTBOPHIIUCH BCE MOM TMEPEKUBAHUS M3-32 HETABHO YBUAECHHOTO CHA.

Sl BcTasta ¢ TpaBbl M, CHOBA YJIBIOHYBILIUCH TETIEPh YK€ YTPEHHEMY COTHBIIIKY, CJIaJKO TOTSIHY-
J1ach.

Hauwunancs HoBbIH ieHb. U 51 Obl1a aOCOTIOTHO YBEPEHaA, UTO CETOAHS I0JKHO OBLIO MPOU30MTH
YTO-TO OYEHb BaXHOE, YTO B KOPHE M3MEHUT MOI0 13Hb. Ceiluac 51 NCTBITHIBAJIA YMUPOTBOPEHHUE
MIPY BUJIE BOCXOASINETO COTHIIA.

Bor TonbKo TOrIa 5 ¥ MoIyMarth He MOTJIa, HACKOJIBKO OM3Ka Obljla K UCTHHE.

W ecnu TONBKO YTO-TO BO3MOXKHO OBbLIIO Obl H3MEHHUT. . .
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I'nasa 8. IIponazka

Ceronns Beuepom deonocuil ycTpaMBai ouepeqHor mup. B 3TOT pa3 moBogoM MOCTyk U0
yZauHoe rpezackazanue Monaxa u3 ®us MoanHa B ToM, 4TO BOWHA C y3ypriaTopoM EBrenuem 3akoH-
yntcst nodenonn Peonocus. Boiicka umnepaTopa HaXOAUINUCH yke B 00€BOW roTOBHOCTU. Terepb
JHOIY KA, KOTa TOJIyYaT MPHUKa3 BEIABUTATHCS B TTOXO/.

Cam umriepatop HaXOAMJICS B XOPOIIIeM pacrosioxeHunu ayxa. M 6bu10 ¢ yero! C omHOM CTOPOHBI
— yAa4yHOe TpelcKa3aHue, C APYror — Ha CBET BOT-BOT JIOJKEH ObUT MOSIBUTHCS €I1Ie OMH €roO ChIH.

Sl He BuAena cMbICIa BO BCEW TOM COMHUTENIbHON 3aTee. [Ipa3gHoBaTh paHbllie BpeMeHU
no6ey, MOBEPUB KAKOMY-TO COMHUTEIBHOMY MOHaxy 13 PUB ¢ He MEHee COMHUTEIbHBIM MTPe/ICKa3a-
HHEM, C/ICJIAHHBIM T1PY TIOMOIIIM BHYTPEHHOCTEN HE MeHee OCOOEHHBIX MTHII. 3BYYUT COMHUTENBHO.
Ho monu Bepuim.

§l He XoTesa WATH Ha CEeromHsIIHee MPa3IHECTBO, HO MeHs yroBopwiin Anansoept u Mapk ¢
daduomnoit. [TpoTUBOCTOATH 3TOH APYKHOM Tpoulie ObUIO Oecrose3Ho. MHe MPUIILIOCh COTTTACUThCS,
YeM s ¥ T0paJoBasia CBOUX JOOUMBIX.

OT pKHX SMOIMIA TIOC/Ie HOYHOTO CHA s OTOILIAa OBICTPO. B 3TOT pa3 MHe MoHamoOMIOCh Ha
9TO BCEro MojioBMHA AHs. W s moutH 3a0buta 0 TOM, 4TO OBUIO BO CHe. {1 pemmia Oosbliie HUKOTAa
He oOpaIaTh BHUMAaHUs Ha TJTyTIble CHbI!

OpHako, camoe HEeBEpOSITHOE U HEOOBSCHIUMOE TTPOU30IILTO OJvke K Beuepy. S1 oOHapyxkuia
Ha CBOEH KPOBATH aKKypaTHO MOJIOKEHHOE OETOCHEKHOE TUIaThe C HEBEPOSATHO MPHUSATHON HA OILYIIh
TKaHblo. [11aThe OBUIO TaKMM Xke, Kak M B 000MX MOMX CHaXx, rje MpucyTcTBoBas Makcum. Enun-
CTBEHHBIM OTJIMYMEM ITOTO PEATILHOTO TUIAThsI OT IJIaThsl M3 CHA, ObUTH BCTABKM HACBIIIIEHHOTO Kpac-
HOTo 1BeTa. M OT 3TMX M3MEeHeHUi MOe HacTosiIIee TiaThe ObLIo eme Oonee npekpacHsM. Hekoto-
poe BpeMsl 51 CMOTpeJia Ha Jiekallee Ha MOCTeIH IJIaThe C HECKPHIBAEMBIM YAMBJIEHHEM. S He Mora
TMIOHSATh, OTKY/IA OHO, M KAKUM 00pa30M OHO ObLJIO OYEHb IMOXOKMM Ha HECYIIECTBYIOIIEE TUIaThe U3
cHa?

Bomta MHecca, kak Beeria poOKo Mpejsiarasi CBoM yCIyTH B IIOMOIIIY ITPY TIOATOTOBKE K TIHPY.
BHrMaHMe KperocTHOM TYT Xke MPUKOBAJIO K cede Moe miathe. OHa ¢ HECK PhIBAEMBIM JTIOOOITBITCTBOM
Havasa u3y4varb ero.

— WHecca, k1o mpuHEC 3TO MmiaThe? — 03aJadyeHHO CIPOCWIA 1, TIOCMOTPEB HA KPACHBYIO
JEBYIIIKY.

— 41 He BUIENa, MOsI TOCNIOXKA, — OUYEHb THXO OTBeTHIa MHecca, roToBasi K TOMY, UTO cefuac s
HAYHY Ha Hee KpUJaTh WU Jaxe OUTh.

OnycTuB rojioBy M cIpsTaB JIMIIO B CBECUBLIMXCS Bojlocax, VIHecca MOKOPHO kJajla Hakas3a-
HUs. [ MeHs ee moBeieHNe OYeHb YacTo ObUIO YAMBUTEIBHBIM U HEOOBSICHUMBIM. Bo3MOXKHO, ee
MpebIAYIIIE X03s5e€Ba OYeHb AYPHO ¢ Hel oOparaiuck. 51 ke HeHaBu/Iea HaCKITHe B MUPHOM )KU3HU
1 0coOeHHO B joMe. M MHe ObUTO MCKpeHHe kajb Oe/IHYI0 IeBYIIKY. S He 3nmack Ha Hee. Bmecto
3TOrO 1 YABIOHYJIaCh U MSATKO Tornpocuia Mueccy:

— INomoru MHe HaJeTh 3TO MJIAThE U HYKHO XOPOILIEHBKO pacyecarhb 3TU JIOKOHBI, — 5 HAMOTaJIa
Ha TaJiell Ipsiib HEMOCIYIIHBIX BBIOIIUXCS BOJIOC.

B 60J1bIIOM ¥ KPAaCHMBO yKpaIIEHHOM 3aJjie MIMIIEPaTOPCKOTrO JBOPIIA 51 MOSBUIACH I(PEKTHO:
B 0EJIOCHE)KHOM C KPAaCHBIMU BCTABKaMU IUIAThe B TMOJI, UICATBHO CUIIAIIEM Ha MOel (urype; Mou
NPUYECAHHBIE JIO0 TVIAKOCTH U OJIeCKa BOJIOCH KPACUBO HUCTIAJAIIH JIO TIOsica; MOSI TIPsIMasi OCaHKa 1
ApyXemoOHas OC/IeTTUTENTbHAS YIIBIOKA JIOTOMHSII MO 00pa3 B 3TOT Beuep.

Kak TosbKo 1 chienasia mapy 1iaros 1o 3ajy, s oiMasia Ha ce0e OHOBPEMEHHO B3IJISIbI IOUTH
BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOIMUX. KTO-TO He y3HaIl MeHsI BOBCE, KTO-TO Y3HAJI He cpasy, a KTO-TO He MOT ToBe-
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pPHTH CBOMM IJIa3aM, YTO BHIAT MEHS B TAKOM CHOrcimbaTebHoM obpase. S nmpukoBbBaia kK cede
BOCXMIIIEHHBIE B3IJISIb MYXKUYMH M 3aBUCTIIBbIC B3IJISIIBI TOYTH BCEX KEHIIVH.

Ia, ceromHs st mpeB3oIia camy ceos1. U, HyxkHO ObLJIO MpU3HAThCs cebe caMoy, YTO MHE OYeHb
HpPaBUJICS TaKOW BCEOOITHMII MHTEpeC K MOel MepCOHe U BOCXUILICHUE MHOM.

Bo nBoper s mpuexaa B COPOBOKICHUM CTPaKHU, KOTOPBIX TYT Xke OTITyCTHIIA TIO CBOUM JIeJIaM
10 3aBTpaliHero yrpa. HactpoeHue Obu10 OTIIMYHOE, U MHE XOTEJIOCh JeJIaTh JIOASM 100poO.

1 He vickana B3MIAAOM B TOTe HU AanbOepTa, Hu Mapka ¢ @aduosnon. 5 3Hasia, 4To OHU yke
CaMU 3aMEeTUJIM MEHSI U OY€Hb CKOPO KO MHE TTOJONIYT.

W s okazanack npaBa. S He ycriena JONTH U 10 CEpeIMHbl OTPOMHOTO 3aJ1a, B KOTOPOM HaXo-
JUJIOCh HEBEPOSATHOE KOJIMUYECTBO TOCTEH, KaK KO MHE TIOJIOIIe] MO BO3JIOOJIEHHBIN U B35 MEHS
TOJT PYKY.

— TbI cerogHsi mpekpacHa, Kak HAKOT/a, — MPOu3Hec A1anbOepT C yJIbIOKOM Ha rydax v HaKJIo-
HUBILKCH K MOEMY yXY.

Sl B3MIsIHY A HAa HEroO 3aWTIPHIBAIOIINM B3IJISIOM U TYT e MOTSHYJIACh 3a MOLEeyeM, KOTOPBIi
MOy YrJIa He3aMeIJTUTEIHHO.

— Bort Tenepp neicTBUTENBHO MTpeKkpacHo. He XBaTano TOMbKO TeOst 11t JOTIOTHEHHSI TTOJTHOTO
o0pa3a, — MJIEHUTEIbHO TTPOrOBOpPHIIA 51, JTOOYACh ATaTbOepTOM.

AnanpbOepTy MOHPaBWIICS TaKOW OTBET, U OH BECeso paccMmesuicsi. Bee ObLIo 4yIecHO, U MBI C
MOUM MYKUYMHOW BECEJIO MPOBOIMIIN BPEMSI.

Kaxk Bckope BoIsicHIITOCH, Mapka ¢ ©aduoiol ele rmouyemMy-To He ObLIO Ha IUpY, HO 5 He 00pa-
THJIa Ha 9TO BHUMaHUs. CKopee Bcero, BIOOJICHHAs MApOYKa CHOBA 3a/IePKUBACTCS.

S1 movimasia Ha ce6e Top/IbI B3IJISA/] CBOETO OTIa-UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIN TaKKe OCTAJICS JOBOJICH
MOUM TOSIBJIEHUEM M TeM OJIesIHAEM, B KOTOPOM s cerofiHs Obuta. HezamMeTHO KMBHYB eMy B 3HaK
MIPUBETCTBUS, 5 TIepeBea CBOU B3IV B IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY.

W s ciyvaiitHo BCTpeTriach B3MIsIIOM ¢ MakCMMOM, KOTOPBI CMOTpeEIT Ha MEHsI OI0OPUTENIBHO
1 BocxHIeHHO. KoHeuHo ke, 6e3 Hero 3ToT mup ObUT Obl HE TAKUM BECEJIBIM U MHOTOJIOAHBIM, TTPO-
HECJIach B roJIOBE SI3BUTENbHASI MBICIb. $1 0Xknaaa ero BerpetuTh. OH Bee ke SIBIISIICS JOBEPEHHBIM
yuioM camoro umrnepatopa ®eonocusi! U 6e3 ero yyactust He TpOXOAUT HU OTHO MEPOIPUSITHE.

Sl mepBo¥i He BbIIEpIKaia €ro MPUCTAIbHOTO B3MJIsAAa, HO CyMesia OTBEPHYThCS OT HEro ¢ rop-
IbIM BbIpaskeHHeM Ha Juiie. M mouTtH cpasy st yKpaJIKoil CHOBA IMOCMOTpeSia B CTOPOHY 00asTeTbHOTO
MYKYHUHBI. A OH yXe yBJIe4eHHO Oece/loBas C POCKOIIHON KPAaCUBOW KEHIIMHOM, CJIOBHO U HE CMOT-
PeJ MUHYTY Ha3a/l Ha MEHsI KAKMM-TO OCOOSHHBIM 000KaIOIM MeHs1 B3r/1s110M. OH CIIOBHO BOOOIIE
HE 3HaJ, uTO 51 TYT. Ta keHIHA He OblJIa pOCKOIIIHEEe MEHs, HO POCTOM M (PUTYPOil SIBHO BBIMIPHI-
Basa! 51 otBena or Makcruma CBOYM pa3odapoBaHHbIN B3I/, a YTOOBI HABEPHSIKA UCKTIOUUTH COOIa3H
MOMI000BATLCS MM €111e XOTh pa3, s BOBCE OTBEpHYJIach OT Makcuma. Bce Moe BHUMaHUe Tereph ObLIo
ycTpeMJyIeHO Ha AfaibOepTa U MOAXOASAIIMM K HaM JiiofisiM. MHe ynanock 3a0bITh 0 Makcume!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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