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Huneiiaa Haanre
Caenoin CTpak CKpPBITHIX 3eMeJIb

I'JIABA IIEPBAA

sk

Bcsi cobpannas ungpopmayust HaKoHey, 0OCMYNHA U CUCIEMAMU3UPOBAHA, CMapble 8epcuu
00HOB/NEHbI, HOBble OaHHble Yumenbl. [Ipedvisarue @ nocaeoHem, He 6noaHe YOOOHOM mene HAKAAObl-
eaem AUWHUe OMNEYamKU U NPUMECh CMPAHHBLX, He UOEHMUPUUUPYEMBIX CESI3El.

Lenw pazoensiemcs na ose. [Ipuopumenul pasHo3HA4HbBL, ONsL 8bIO0PA NPUXOOUNCS 3A0ELICBO-
8amsv OONONHUMENbHBIE HUMOUKU.

Oxomuuya npuHuMaenm peuteHue. ..

Hosaus

ITO HE CO MHOU. DTO NPOUCXOIUT HE CO MHOM.

HeOosnbinas, oTBpaTuTeIbHO pO30Basi KOMHATa Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe. Ha ynuiie 4To-To HBETET
TaKUMH K€ PO30BbIMU [IBETAMU, BbEIJIUBBIH 3a1ax MPOOUPAETCsI B OTKPHITOE OKHO, TPOMUTHIBAET BCE
BOKpyr. Kak B HacMelKy, BIajeke Hal Mennagor BO3BBIIIAETCS UMIIEPATOPCKUAN IBOpPELl. XOJOA-
HBIM U TETEPb YXKE TYKOU.

P31 naBHO nopa kopmuTh. BexumumnbiBato, 3akycuB ry0y, HO cJ1€3 HeT. MMriepatop He TI03BOJIHT,
YTOOBI €10 PeOEHOK B YEM-TO HyKAaJcs. TONBKO 3TO XOTh KaK-TO YCHOKAUBAET.

Momuy. [Ipyrve MbIC/iv B FOJIOBE HE MOSBJISIOTCS, 3aTO B HEW MOCEINJIACh KAKasi-TO KJIIOBACTAst
NTUIA, KOTOPAsl TOJILKO JIOJIONT ¥ AonouTt. M 6e3ymHas mycrora.

Japcainb Oosbilie He OTKJIMKaeTcs: MHe. MIHOT/Ia KakeTcsl, YTO-TO UyBCTBYIO, HO 9TH MUMOJIET-
Hble MPOOJIECKH TOTJIONIAET cepasi Bata.

OtBpatutenpHasi KpoBath ¢ OangaxuHoMm. OTBpaTUTeNbHbIe TUIaThsl B mKady. OTBpaTUTENb-
Hasl JKEHINMHA JIaBHO YKe He MEepBOM MOJIOOCTH, MpeacTaBuBInascs [lanbmupoit 1 GopMoTaBIIast
YTO-TO HEBPA3yMUTEIbHOE O KAKHUX-TO MOMX 00s13aHHOCTSIX. [Joiro GopMoTagiiiasi, BliepeMeIIKy co
CTy4Yalley B rojioBe NTHULIEH. S BCE CMOTpesia HEMOHMMAIOLIE, O YEM 3TO OHM TOJIKYIOT 1y3ToM. U co
crnoBamu «JIagHo, ocBauBaics», X0351Ka COM3BOJIIIA OCTABUTh MEHSI OfIHY.

W3 moux Bereit TOIBKO OPIOKH, KOTOpbIE ObLIM Ha MHe, OJTy3Ka, OT KOTOPOM, KaXeTcs, eme
MaxHET HEBUHHBIM 3allaxoM Moero peOc¢Hka. M Kyprka, Jo0e3HO HaKWHyTast Ha TUIeYM KeM-TO U3
COIPOBOXK IABIIIHX.

[IpennonoxeHuie, YT0 UMIEPATOP JIUIIL XOUET MEHSI TPOYUUTh, UM JOOUTHCS Yero-To, Mmpej-
craBisiercst Bc€ Oonee HesenbiM. Kak u cutyarius, B KOTOPO#I s1 OKa3asnach.

B croThICSYHBIN pa3 3aKpbIBaloO I71a3a U 30BY: «Jlapcaiib!»

B cToTBICSYHBIN pa3 MHE OTBEYaeT BaTHAs TUILIVHA.

MBbICib O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXXHO, KOTJIa-TO ¥ OH OBIBAJI 3/1€Ch, HE BbI3bIBaeT HIUero. Kpome 6e3-
YAEPKHOW, 3BEPUHOM TOCKH.

[pupér Houw. U s otciona BeIOEpyCh. ...

Boxe, na uto s caenar! Mos cuHss aypa kak cBeva 17151 Becex Crenbix Aio!

YouTh KOro-HuOY/Ib, YTO JIM, YTOOBI TiepecTalia ObITh TAKOW YUCTOM ?

Jlyume nmmneparopa.

Hapneroch, xoth cerognst [lanmu ocTaBUT MeHsI B TIOKOe. XOTs... 0COOOro conepeKuBaHus s
B Hell He 3amerwiia. Hekotopelil crpax — aa. Mano nm kak jgasine noBepHETcsa. CBoeoOpasHoe
yIOBJIETBOpPEeHUE, OyATO HAKOHEIl HAlllla, KTO OTBETUT 3a €€ HecuacThsl, Hy WJIM MPOCTO Hall KeM
MOXHO TI03JI0paJICTBOBATh, PACCYXKIAs, UTO KU3Hb TAKU CIIPABEIUIMBAS IITYKA U BCIKOW OE3pOTHOM
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TBApH YKaXeT HaJIexaliee Mecto. PagocTs, 4To HAKOHEII-TO yIacTcsl HEIUIOXO 3apadoTarh, a TO Jefa
TOCJIE/IHEE BpPEMsl COBCEM HUKYA.

CyMepKHu CrymaiTcs, U MHE yKe He BEpUTCS, UTO €LlE YTPOM s IPOCHYJIACh B CBOEW KpOBAaTH
uMIieparpuiieii. ¥ KoTopoi ObIJIO TIOUTH BCE, UTO el HyKHO. JInunbiii CTpak U JTIOOUMBIA ChIH.

JIBOpell CBepKaeT 3aropalolIMMUCs OKHAMU, MAHUT HEIOCTYITHOCTBIO.

S Haiiny crioco® BepHyTh peOEHKa. [lake ecnu mpuagrcs yOuTh ero oTia.

Ho cHavana... cHauasa oOMMBIA My)kunHa. EMy 51 ceiiuac HyxHee.

Hapcanwv

OtBparutesibHasi THUILMHA, Taymiamas omaa. PepToH HeceTcsl ¢ CyMacHIeAlell CKOPOCThIO,
criermna. Co MHO# ceMepo — OJJH YIPaBJIseT, TPOE BHYTPHU U €IIE TPOE COMPOBOKAAIOT Ha OypBaIsX.
Yro x, IMIEepaTop JOCTATOYHO BHICOKO IIEHUT MOIO OJIOKUPOBAHHYIO crity. Mtn HU3KO — OJIOKMPOBKY
Pamapa.

Bce mommuar. He mory 3Hath amonmii. He xouy pasroBapuBaTh — cmbicia HeT. Ciyx He oOMa-
HBIBAET, JIAET HE TOJILKO COCUUTATh U Y3HATh TeX, KTO psaoM: nsarepo ClienbiX U JBOE 3pSYMX, HO U
MIPUMEPHO PEJCTABIIATD, IJIE Mbl €/IEM.

3BYKH U 3araxy ropoja, BeuepHsisi CBEKeCTb, OTONeCKH (pOHApel IMoji BEeKaMH MepexoisT B
I'YCTYIO, HETIPOIVISIIHYI0O TEMEHbB JIECHBIX CyMEpeK.

[Momaneie or Aio. Joxaarses npuBasia. CoOpaTh BCE CHITHL

Mue mu, inuHomy CTpaky UMIIEpaTpULibl, HE CIIPABUTHCS] C KOHBOMPaMU?

Hosaus

Ctyk B IBepb ObET HEXKJAHHBIM TPOXOTOM, BTOPSIIMM MTHUIIE B rojioBe. Bucku pasnambiBaer,
Cepaily KaxeTcsi, OHO He CIIOCOOHO CIPAaBUTHCS CO BCEM OOPYIIUBIIUMCS.

Ho ectb 1Ba My>K4MHBI, pajii KOTOPBIX 51 JOJKHA.

U mos, TBOI0 OGecTrio, yecTh. KoTopylio He 1mo3Bomo nATHaTh. M He OTnaM HUKaKUM TIOJTLCTHB-
IIMMCS Ha IMKAHTHOE YOBOJIbCTBUE yPOAAM.

Hapcanb He 3ps MeHs1 oOydair. YTto-1o aa BcromH0. He mpucterHér xe sra mep3kas [lanvu
uensMu?

PoOkas Hagesx/1a, 4To BAPYT MPOCTO KTO-TO U3 AEBUII PELINJI IIO3HAKOMUTHCS, HY WJIH TOTJIa-
3eTh, OOPBIBACTCS MO/ CKPUIT OTBOPHBILICHCS CTBOPKHU.

— Hloporasi, a BOT U IEPBBII TIOCETUTEb, — €JICHHBIM I'OJIOCKOM COOOIIAET ToIas TETKA, MOTpsi-
casi CTApYeCKUM KUBOTHKOM U OOBHCIIIEH TPYAbIO TIOJ OOTATUBAIOIIUM UIMHHBIM TIaTheM. TOIIHO-
TBOPHO KpacHbIM. CKOpO BO3HEHABUKY BCE OTTEHKU KPAacCHO-PO30BOIO.

Cmotpio BpaxaeOHO U3 Kpecia. MoxeT, emé u Vuapuanipy rnoxanyernibesi?

— Tbl yk He pazouapyi, — [laMu cTOpoHMTCS, TPOIyCKasi HE3HAKOMOI'O MY KUMHY C HEepslI-
JIMBO TOPYALTUMU U3-TIOf IUISATIBI BOJIOCAMU M MEP3€HbKOH IIETKOW ycoB. TepreTh He Mory.

— Jaspinie 51 cam, — OTPBIBUCTO COOOINAET TOT, M XO3s1Ka 3aBEACHHSI CIIEIIUT 3aKPBITh 1BEPh
cHapyxu. Emé u 3anepers.

B ronoce uyto-T0 cMyTHO 3Hakomoe. [lamATh Ha JMIa y MEHs Xopoluas, HO BUAEIACh 5 3a
MOCJIeJHYE TIOJITO/Ia ¢ OYeHb MHOTUMHU. KTO ke mepBbIii permi onpoOoBaTh Ao MPeaoCTaBiIeH-
HYIO IMIIEPATOPOM BO3MOKHOCTB?

[peanounTaio MOAHATHCS U OTOUTH 3a Kpecio. Eciu uto, UM ke u muodaHy.

My>xurHa TpUOIMKAECTCS] B HECKOJIBKO Pa3MaIlIMCTBIX IIIaroB.

— Trxo, — BBIIAET eIBa CJIBIIIHO.

— OtBanu, — Oypkato. MiMrieparpuiia 1aBHO 3a0bl1a HEKYJIBTYPHBIE CTTOBEUKH. Jla Kakast U3 MeHs
terepb umneparpuua! Emié u He Takve BCIOMHIO.

— Hagaii 6e3 rynocreil. Majio BpeMeHH, — IIeMYeT, Ie/laeT KaKoe-TO ABMKEHUE — BIEIUISIOCh
B CIIMHKY Kpecina. TBowo 6ecTuio, 5 ero U ¢ MecTa He C/IBUHY!

— 910 1. Jlekcuil, — NPUNOJHUMAET LIUIAIY BMECTE C BOJIOCAMMU, TPUOTK PbIBAsl BBIAEISIOIIYIOCS
noJiocy rpuma. — Maum crona. ..
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— Yro e ThI 32 IpyT, IEPBBIM SIBUJICS !

— 3arkHuch ¥ Bo3bMU. CKopee, — MPOTATMBaeT MHE YTO-TO. 3aiura)l

Bcé€ em€ He 1o KOHIIa 10Bepsisi — KU3Hb KaK-TO OTYYMJIA, — OCTOPOKHO BBIXOXKY M3-32 Kpecia,
MPUCMATPHUBAIOCH K MTOYTH HEBUIMMOMY CTYCTKY Ha JIaJIOHH.

— Hy xe, — Toporut Jlekcuid. — 3a MHOM MorJU cienuTh. apcaib cBs3alics yke Jaca. ..

—I'ne on?!

— Ero nomkHH Be31H B MOBaH, — HAUMHACT Pa3apaKaThCs.

— [ouemy THI He Moexast 3a HUM, €CJIA 3Haelllb?!

— Ilotomy 4TO MocnenHee, 0 YEM OH MPOCUIT — ITO HE «IIOMOTH, Jpyr», a «crnacu Hoanuio»!
N ecm T8I ...

—JlaHO, — cornaimaiock, mockopee 6epy apyK B JIa0Hb. — [IJ1s1 4ero oHa? — KMBAIo Ha 3allHTYy.

— INorom. Hacrporics.

3akpsiBaio r1a3a. HacrpauBaiock. Heckobko 6€3yMHBIX MTHOBEHHUH KakeTCs, YTO HUYETO He
MOJTyYaeTcs, KaXKEeTCsl, YTO 3aKPhIBATh I71a3a — camasi OONbInasi TIIYMOCTb U 51 MOTY MPOMYCTUTh UTO-
TO BaXHOE, M HAJOE[IMBasl MTUIIa TIPOAODKAET OTCTYKMBaTh B rosose. M Benp lapcaib roBopu,
3amuTa He cripssuet ot Crnernbix. Y roBopuii, 4to ecth 60eBasi. .. U MOKET, XOTb OT Yero-TO OHA MEHs
criocoOHa criactu!

[o pyke mpoxoauT BSI3KMIA XOJIOOK, CIIOBHO UTO-TO, YTHE3MBIIIEECS B JIEBOM ILIeUe, pearu-
pyeT. MbIciH yHOCSATCS K HaNaIcHUIO poO0Ta, TEIUION Jiagonu [Japas, TioTHO cxxumaromiei mowo. C
HEHABHCTBIO OTTOHSIO0 Haderaromye ciéspl. He Bpemst 1U1sl HUX, HYXHO. . .

— Xopotuo, — BelpbIBaeT U3 Mbicien Jlekcuii. — Tak s 1 gymait.

— Kak? — He nonumaio.

— JlaBaii cHavYaja CBaJIiM.

— Kak? — oryisiipiBaioch.

Hy s1, koHeuHo, obernana cede M CIpHIrHyTh, HO BCE-TaKK O0I0Ch, C MIEPEIOMAHHBIMHU KOCTSIMU
najneko He yoery. XoTb BOKPYT M MsrKasi 3eMJIs, HeOOJIBbIION MaMCaJHNK, 1A 51 K€ HUKOTJA JIaxe
CIIOPTOM TOJIKOM He 3aHMMaJach. CBs3aTh IUIaThs ¢ MPOCTHIHEN? Boinepxar?

Jlexcuii M3BJIEKAET U3-TIO/ OZICK b TOJICTYIO BEPEBKY, MOAXOINUT K OKHY, BBIIJISIbIBACT.

Jlytry OIjIeTaloT TyTUMH KTYTaMH CTpax ¢ HaJIeK 0|, pa3ivBasi Mo TeJy HEPBHOE BOTHEHHE U
3a4aTKU paJIoCTH, OTTOHSS CTYIIOP, B KOTOPOM s MpeObIBasia rocieHue napy yacos. Ecim ynacres,
€CJIM TOJIbKO YAACTCHL. ..

Jlexcuii pUBs3bIBaET BEPEBKY K OMOpe, JepKaiield OajlaXxuH KpoBaTH, IPOBEpsieT Ha MpoU-
HOCTb, BHIOpachIBaeT B OKHO. HEepBHO OIIIsi/IbIBaeTCS Ha JBEPb.

— JlaBaii.

— 41 He Mory... He yMel0, — TOIX0XY, OTIIATHIBAIOCh, HECYACTHBIE METPA YEThIPEe, HO KakeTcH,
Tak 0e3yMHO, O€3HA/IEKHO BBICOKO!

— Mosxerib.

— Boinepxur?

Jlekcuii MosTya n€praer, 3apbiriBaeT Ha MOJ0KOHHUK.

— Cmotpu. CraBuIilb HOTY CI0[a, TIOTOM BOT Ha STOT BBICTYII, TOT KQpPHWU3, M THI TIOUTH BHU3Y.
910 ke Jierko. A momory.

Crenysi COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM, OH JIOBKO U CJIOBHO 0€3 YCHIIMI OKa3bIBaeTCsl Ha 3eMIIe.

— HaBait, — miemnyer, crapasich He MONaaTh B CBET OKOH.

BriioxHyB, pemaioch. Japcanb He 3ps MeHs TpeHUpoBas. Be€ momydurcs.

YroBapuBaio ce0sl, BIIENHMBIIKCH B BepEBKY. Harrynbiato nepBbiil BeICTYI. JIeKcuil CHU3Y MOJI-
OaiprBaeT MENOTOM, MMOACKA3bIBACT, HATATMBAas KOHEell, Hanpasiisis. CaMa He 3aMevalo, Kak OKasbl-
BalOCh CHayaJsa B €ro pyKax, a [ocjie U Ha 3eMJIe.
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— Moroper, — cHOBa XBaJIUT, 3a4eM-TO B30upaercss ooparHo. C yauBIeHUEM OOHApPYXKUBAIO,
KaK BBIOpachIBaeT BEPEBKY M3 OKHA U OBICTPO, CJIOBHO TOJILKO STUM BCIO KM3Hb M 3aHUMAJICS, CITyC-
KaeTcs yxe 0e3 He€.

— AX BbI! — CBepXy MOKa3bIBAETCS pa3yKpallieHHOe JIMIO beccThikel, 3710paHO [yMalo, 4To He
3psi OHa CBOE mpo3BwiIle 3apadorana. Ta emg crepsa. — f-T0 yauBUIACh, TOYEMY TaK THX...

Jlexcuii BApPYr B3MaxuBaeT PYKOW, MPOTSATUBAET B CTOPOHY X03siKu Ooprens. C yxacom
CMOTPIO, KaK Ta XBaTaeTCs 32 I1Iel0, BBITYYMBAET IIa3a U HAYMHACT 3a/IbIXaThCS.

— Tsl KTO? — GOpMOUY, 3TO Ke HeBO3MOxkHO! MucTuka Kakas-To! V Hac B Moane 3acmesy
ObI, pacCKaxu KOMY-ToO!

Pyka HanpsbkeHa, IOUTH IPOKHT, U3-TIOJ] HACTIEX COOPYXEHHOTO MapvKa KaTATCs KPYIHBIE
Karui nota. [laMu mponomkaeT XpUneTb M 3abIXaThCsi, OOPSCh C YeM-TO HEBUAMMBIM Y ceOsl B
rpyau. [bITaeTcst KBaKHYTb, TO JIM Ha TIOMOIIIb TIO3BaTh, TO JIM M3JIUTh HA HAC MOTOK 'HEBHBIX pyra-
TesbeTB. Ho nuib nepeBenmBaeTcsi Hapyxy, ¥ BAPYT, pacTpenaB BOJIOCH ¥ 00KH, JIETUT BHU3.

I'nyxoi1 yaap, riyXoy CTOH.

— Kyna? — Jlekcuii xBataer MeHs 3a pyKy, IpepbiBasi IUIyNblid IOPHIB IOCMOTPETh, KaK TaM
oHa. — Huuero eii He cemnaeTcs, Takoe, cama 3Haelllb, Beeria BCutbiBET. Ckopee.

— Kaxk... b1 3107!

— Ha Helt mog 3a1ura, — OTBEYaeT.

— Ha mHe Toxe... — 6opmouy ¢ yxacom. He xotenoch Obl 1 MHE Tak!
— TeGe neuero 6osThCs. Korna-to v oHa ObUIa, 3HAeIIb. .. He TAKOW CYKOM.
— A Crernsie. ..

— Bor umenno! [louemy s1, mo-TBoeMy, MpoIiry Te0si MOCHENIUTh?

— M xe u Gexarh He HAIO, YTOOBI BBHICIIEOUTD !

— A 4TOOBI JOTHATH — HAIO.

Jlexcuii XMBIKaeT, 3aMOJIKAeT COCPEJOTOUEHHO M, CBOPAYMBasi HA XOAy BEpPEBKY, CHEHINUT K
HEBBICOKOMY CUMBOJTTUECKOMY 3a00punKy. [lepesnesaem uepes Hero Jierko, crapaeMcs ocKopee pac-
TBOPUTHCS CPEI BEYEPHUX TIPOXOKHUX.

Moii criacutesb OIJIsIABIBAETCs, BEAET MEHsI KaKUMHU-TO Y3KUMH YyJIO4Kamu. [lepKuT ogHON
PYKOH 32 PyKy, BTOPO¥ IIPOU3BOJUT HE COBCEM MOHSATHBIE ABMKeHUs. Kak OyATo fnemaer 4to-To co
CBOEH 3allUTOM.

— Kyna tenepb? — puckyio CripoCHTb.

— Iopanpie u3 ropoga. Ecim noeesér, Oyaer ¢gpepron. He mMmnepatopckuii, KOHEUHO. . .

— He nano umneparopckoro, — orsevato cepauto. — Haesauacek yxe. A notom?

— A KyJza CKaxelllb, — OIJISIABIBAETCS] HA MEHs1, TIPHIITY PUBIIIUCh.

— B MoBaH, — oTBeval0 penmTensHo. JIEKCHii MOTUHMT, yke XOuy HOTpeboBaTh OTBETA, HO MpO-
W3HOCHUT:

— JlaBaii cHavasa u3 Xaapama BeioepeMcs. 3aTepsATbes Obl.

Kupaio Moua, moHATHs He UMelo, Kak oH oT Crenbix Oyaer «3atepuBarbesi». Bempb lapcaib
ero Jpyr, He MOXET ObITh, YTOOBI JIeKCcHii 3HAT MeHbIlle, 4eM 51! Bo3amMoxxHO HaoOopoT, 6onbire? Ho
He Mor ke [lapcanb MeHst 00MaHyTh? Bt 661 crioco0 cripsitaTbest oT CrenbIx, OH caM Obl MHE cKa3al!

[Nepecekaem MMPOKYIO OXUBIEHHYIO YIHIly. B KakeTcs, ceifuac KTo-HUOY/Ib OCTAHOBUT, 114,
BUHO, O€3 TUIaThsl 1 KOPOHBI MEHSI MMIIepaTpUlieii COBceM He IpU3HaTh. MaciisiHble (hOHapH pacce-
MBAIOT CBET, MTPOE3KAIOT KAPEThl M MPOTYJIOYHbIe (hepTOHBI, HO JIeKcHid CriemnT MocKopee B TEHb,
Oosee y3KMMH U YKPOMHBIMHU J1a3efikamu. Ha oo MrHOBEeHusI 32 TOBOPOTOM CBEPKAET peKa U JIBO-
pell Ha Hel, oOaBasi cepjlle COBCEM He BeCceHHel cTyxeil. Kak oH mor, TBOW OecTuio, Kak OH MOT
Tak noctynuth! f xke Bc€ cnenana! becoB He-Myx!

BcexmunbiBaio, 3akycuB ry0y. Jlekcuil cxumaeT pyky. OcTaHaBIMBAeTCs BIIPYT.

Huuero He crbliny, Jumib rTyOMHHOE HESICHOE UYThE 3aCTaBiIsieT BCTPENEHYThCs, HACTOPO-
KuThcs. KakuM-To HEMOHATHBIM 00pa30M 3Hal0, KOro YBUXKY. M mouTH He yOuBIISIOCh, KOT/IA BIie-
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peau MoKa3bIBAIOTCS Tpoe pedsT 13 3psuel reapauu Askaapa. He u3 moero orpsiza, orMevaio ¢ uppa-
[IMOHAJIbHBIM YIOBJIETBOpeHHEM. Bpsi i uMriepatop BcepbE3 onacaiicst Obl MycKaTh UX MO MOEMY
cljiefly, HO MPUATHO TaK JyMartb.

Jlexcuii oToBUTaeT MeHs 3a ceOs1, mpuHUMas 6oeByio no3uirio. COMHEBAOCh, YTO OH CIIpa-
BUTCSI C XOpoIIo oOydyeHHbIMU BonHamu. I Crienble HaBepHsIKa rae-To nmoonu3octd. OT oTyasHbs
XOYETCS B3BbITb.

— YT0 BaM Ha/10? — CIIpaIIMBaIO, I'OJIOC HA YIUBJIEHUE BCIOMUHAET MHTOHALMU UMIIEPATPULIbI,
aaxe He IPOKUT. PedsTa MpruoCTaHABIMBAIOTCSI.

— IIpuka3 umneparopa, — orBevyaet Omkaimmil. — [oxanyicra, 3p. .. 1I...

Bpocaio Ha Hero xooaHbIA B3I/, 3aMUHAETCS HA MOJYCJIOBE.

— Hawm He xoTenock Obl MPUMEHSTH MPOTUB Bac CUly, — JoOaBseT. [ToHnMai, 4To HUKyAa
OHM OT IIpHUKa3a UMIlepaTopa He JieHyTcs. Bcs rapaus cTpouTcs Ha JUCUMIUIMHE U MOJYUHEHUH,
Hacmotpenack. Ox, lapcab!

3anHuil U3 pedAT ONIAIbIBAETC KAKUM-TO OCOOBIM JKECTOM, SICHO OcO3Hamw, 4yto uiet Crie-
nioro. imu Crereix. Beé-Taku s ycrena u3y4uTh UX MOBAIKH, JOITMMU YacaMy HaOJTio/1ast 32 TpEeHU-
POBKaMHU.

Jlekcuii Toxke OrsAAbIBaeTCS, Ma3HYB IO MHE B3IVISIIOM U 3a0HO LIETIKO OXBATUB OITyCTEBIINI
IIPOYJIOK.

Tonbko ceftyac, HABEpHOE, 10 KOHIIA BCIIOMUHAIO HayKy Jlapcasisi, mepecyuThiBalo MPOTUBHU-
KOB, ITPOXOXkKYCh MO opyxuio. [la pa3Be x He Buena s ux B neficrBun? Yto s npoTuB HUX?

Horu npotrBHO criaGHYT, HO 3acTaBisiio ceds cleaTh miar.

— 4l He cpamcs KUBOM, — OTBEYAl0, CIMHOM olTyIas orcyTcTBue moero Ctpaka, ero nocTosiH-
HOT'0, TAKOT'O Ha/IEXKHOTO U KEJIaHHOTO MPUKPHITHS.

— Bamie npaBo, — 4yTh NOKJIOHMBIIIHUCH, OTBEYAET ONMKANIINIL.

— Mmneparop 1mj0xo oneHu spiaapy, Majio Hocjial, — KpUBO YCMEXHYBIINCH, JIeKkcHil esaer
PE3KUii BhINIA[ BIIEPEN, OTBJIEKAS CJIOBAMM.

Bcé em€ myno Hafech, 4To MOKHO KakK-TO PELIMTh MUPOM, yxke IIOHUMas — HUKak. M rpynna
HaBepHsIKa He ofiHa. V1, BOBMOXKHO, OH /17151 TOTO BCE 9TO U 3aTesil, YTOObl N30aBUTHCS OT MEHSs1, YHU3HB
HAroC/Ie0K JOMOM YIOBOJIbCTBUI.

BHe3anHo ¢ AByX CTOPOH YJIMLIbI OSIBIISIIOTCS [1BE CBETSIMeECs (pUrypel. Y3Hato 'apus, 4yTh He
Opocaioch K HeMy TI0 ITPUBBIYKE, HO IPUCYTCTBHE BTOporo Cienoro u3 JMYHOro OTPsijia UMIIepaTopa
orpe3Biser. M3 Tex, KTo BEN MeHs Ha onooue cyna. Upa, kaxercs.

Cepatie ObETcs 3arHaHHOM JIaHbI0. OKa3bIBACTCS, TIOKA 51 OTJISAABIBAIACK, JISKCHI yKe CLIeTTHIICS
¢ Tpoutiei. YeM-To MyIecHyJI, OTOPOCHB, BBITAIIMII OTKYAA-TO MapHbIe KWHXaIb — Ha10 ke! Koro-to
OTTOJIKHYJI, KOTO-TO 3aJieJ, T/ie-TO OpbI3Hy/1a KpoBb. COMHCH NUTATIA U TIAPUK, OT MOTA MOTEK IPUM,
Jesasi ero JIMLO MyTaiomie KyTKUM.

Co Bcex CTOpOH, CIIOBHO KEpPHOBaMH, CKMMAET BO3JEHCTBMEM OMaa, BOJIOCHI CTAHOBSITCS
ApIOOM Be3jie, rie Toabko MoryT! HaBepHoe, Mbl JOKHBI OekaTh B TAHUKE WA MOJUTH O TOIIATE.
Ho s nuie nbiTalock BCIOMHUTD ToTyOoi oroHb Moero CTpaska, MoBTOPsisi PO cedst Kak 3aKJIMHa-
HHE, 4TO OMaa Oe30IaceH.

Bokpyr Jlekcust TUIBIBET Kakoe-TO mojie. BeposTHO, padoTtaer 3ammra. OIIyIan CBOU PyKd
OTBPATUTEJIHHO MYCTHIMH, XOTh MAJIKY ObI Kakyio! Buxy, Kak To ke mosie OyJTo CMSIr4aeT, BIUTHIBAET
ynapsl. Tak BoT oHa, 6oeBasi. I y MeHs Tenepb Takas? YK y BOMHOB AXkJapa HaBepHsIKa.

Crernble cxoasTCs, MEJIEHHO, CTapasiCh CKOpee HaJaBUTh ICUXOJIOTMYECKH, YeM MPUUYMHUTH
dusnueckuit ymep6. KpukHyB, Opocaioch Ha OnMvkaiiiiero 3pssuero BouHa. S Beqp He MIyTHIA U B
noM [Nanvu He BepHYCh!

To 1 OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH, TO JIA OT MPUBBIYHOIO CTpaxa MOAHATh PyKy Ha UMIIEpaTpULly, OH
HE YCIIeBaeT 3aIUTUTHCSA U MHE yIAETCsl MOBAIMTD HA 3eMJIIO, IJABHO OTTOUEHHBIM YIApOM IOA0HB
KOJICHHYIO YaIlIeuKy.
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[Manato cBepxy, Ha AOJI0 MTHOBEHUSI CMOTPIO I71a3a B I1a3a. YAuBJeHHe, yBaxkeHne. Hensoex-
HOCTh. OXpaHHUK €JJMHBIM JBIKEHHEM CTSTUBAET MeHs ¢ ce0sl — MOHUMAI0, 4TO OOJIbIIe IpoMe]ie-
HUi1 He OyzeT. HaBucaet, HO BAPYT pe3KO BHITPSIMIISETCS U MaJaeT C HE3HAKOMBIM KJIMHKOM B CITHHE.
PykosiTh OTONECKMBAET CHHUM, CHOBA 3aCTaBJisisi MBICJICHHO BO33BaTh K Moemy Ctpaxy. W cHOBa
HaIopOThCS HA BaTHYIO TULIVHY.

OTTOJNKHYB, BRIBOPAYMBAIOCH U3-TI0]1 TeJla, YCIeBalo 3aMeTUTh, Kak JIeKcHii BCE elle IepKUTCs
MPOTUB JIBOMX, U TIOUTH cpasy nomnajaio B pyku Wpna. [opsimue, Oesbie, ¢ cepblM OTIIMBOM, OHH
M0YEMY-TO MOMEHTAJILHO HAIIOMUHAIOT MHE YE€PHBII OMaa VIBeHa 1 Bech TOT KoIlIMap, KOTOpBbIii, Ka3a-
JIOCh, IABHO YK€ OCTaJICS B IPOILJIOM.
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IJIABA BTOPAA

Hosaus

Mornua BeIAMpaloCh, OlyIas, Kak HAUMHAET pa3orpeBaThes oK Aa. BHe3an bl NOphIB BETpa
OBET B JIMILIO — HE YCIIEBAI0 COOOPA3UTh, KAK OTPOMHAsI IyILHCTasl TeHb THOKUM MTPBIKKOM BBIPHIBACTCS
13-3a yIjla U HacKakuBaeT Ha rieun Crpaxa.

ITyca! OHa xe He epeHOCUT OMaa — IiepBasi MbIC/Ib, U BTOPasi — OTKyJa OHa 371ech? Yen Hox?!

B sunie Upna, HackosbKo 1 Hayumiach pa3oupaThesl, MeIbKaeT yaupienue. Mzymienue.

On e€ He Buzen? He uyan? Ilo Ctpaxy Npoxogur BOJIHA OTHs, B MOEM JIEBOM IUIEYE YTO-TO
CJIOBHO cobupaercs. Pyka Henmpon3BOJIbHO MOAHUMAETCS — OTKYJA-TO IIPOCTO 3HAIO, YTO JIe/IaTh ¥ YTO
MOJy4UTCS, M HEKOTIa aHAIM3UPOBaTh. I IpoxafHbi pa3psaj U3IMBAETCS YEPE3 JIaJOHb, ONAJIUB, HO
HE OCTaBUB CJIeJa.

OtckakuBalo nogasellie, npusbiBas Kowky. Ho e€ Bpoze naxe v He 3aTparuBaer.

3y0bl — KJIBbIKY, TBOIO Oectuio! Camble Hactosiie! Hu pa3y He miionosiHble! — CMBIKAIOTCS
Ha ropJe ynasiero Mpaa. OctopoxHO, IpeAenbHO TOYHO. TEMHOe MapeBO, HEBEPOATHO HAIIOMUHA-
omee OBHUHUIO, HEYKEIN YHIEN B OTKAT?

Komka Bbinmyckaer siexamero Crpaxa, MPUHIOXMBAETCS, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO MaxXHYB XBOCTOM
OTXOJMT, IIPOBO:Kas IV1a3aMH YTO-TO B BO3/yXE.

3aro3/1aJ10 BCMIOMHHAIO, YTO HY)KHO KOHTPOJIMPOBATH BCE T0JIE 0051, OTTIsIBIBAIOCH. JIeKcHii emeé
yIepXKUBAET B MOoeAUHKE 00ouX BOMHOB. KTO ObI MOT mopymMars, poctoit mactep 3amutsl! Korka
OpocaeTcs Ha OJHOTO U3 HUX, BTOPOro JIeKcuil yKJiapIiBaeT pe3KiM, TOYHbIM y1apoM. Mur — u reap-
aenusl yxe Ha 3eMie. Tonbko ['apuit crout. Cmorput. Toxe cmoTpro HacTopoxeHHo. Korika Ha rosny-
COTHYTBIX JIaNiaX MeJIeHHO Mpuommkaercst. OMaa KryOUTCsl CBETOM.

Buky KakMM-TO HEMTOHATHBIM 3PEHMEM MAJIEHBKYIO CHHIOI BenblKy. Ho Benp Moelt MeTkwy,
3aMKHYTOM Ha [lapcane, yxe HeT?

Iapuii MoTya MpUKpHIBAET I71a3a, BIUTHIBAsI BeCh CBET B ceds. U 1 cHOBa 0TKy/a-ToO 3Haro.

Bepy Jlekcusi 3a pyKy, KOIIIKe BHETUISIOCHh B XOJIKY, KOTOpasi MHE yXe OUTH JOCTaéT 10 Oenpa.
OcTpblii B3I/ CO CTOPOHBI 3alIBIXABILETOCS MAaCTEPA 3allUThI — MOJI, yBepeHa? YBepeHa. [lonnmaer,
OTCTYyIAeT CHaYasia He 000pavYnBasich, NPUKpbIBas MeHs. [1ycs, (pbIpKHYB 1 CBEPKHYB IIa3amH, Oec-
LIYMHO CJIELYET PSIOM.

Tonpko 3a yIJIOM pa3KMMalo pyKy, NOJHYIO KOIIA4bel EPCTH.

— Yeit HOX? — HE ycHeBalO CIIPOCUTD, KaK 3amevalo NpUTauBIIylocs (urypy B TéMHOM. Emie
Yyepe3 MUT OHa MpUOIMKaeTCsl.

— Ilenn?!

— Tuxo, — wemnyer, KOPOTKO OOHUMAET MEHS.

Jlexcuii Opocaer Ha He€ B3I — MPO(ECCUOHANIBHBIN Tako, n3ydatomuidi. Kusaer. Huuero
He NoHMMalo. Bo3BpaiaeT et Hoxk — okasblBaercs, ycresn 3a0paTb. Bipyr cHoBa mpoTsAruBaeT MHe
PACKPBITYIO JIaJJOHb:

— Ha em€ kycouek.

— Yr0 3107

— ITorom. KTO-TO MOT 3aMeTUTh, KaK U3MEHUJIMCh TBOM LIBETA.

Kusaro, Crnenon nozagu. Xouercsa gymarb, 4To OH He ciyniaeT. M He cmorpur. CrienpanbHo.
Ho Benp 3Ha10: IpH JKEJTAHUM YCIIBIIUUT U YBUJUT.

— Korika MOeT yXxoauTh U3 BOCIPUATHUS, — BCIIOMUHAIO.

— OHa J1act HeOoMbIIOE TPUKPBITUE, HO BPAJ JIM HAJ0IT0, — JIekcrii BHUMATeIbHO OIJIsA/bIBa-
eTcs, BCE CKOpee YBOAA HAC HE3HAKOMBIMU YJIALIAMMU.
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Pemaio ocTaBUTh paccripochl JO JIy4YIIMX BPEMEH, MOOBICTpee MPUHUMAIO JOMOIHUTEIbHBIN
IIAPUK — OH KaK-TO HEOKUJIAHHO JIETKO BCTPaMBAETCs, IOUTH HUYETo He omryIalo. [laxke 60ich, 4To-
TO TIoNwIo He Tak. Ho Jlekcuii He posiBisieT OecroKOMCTRa.

— ®epToH. .. KTO OyJeT ynpaBisTh OypBaJissMU? — IIEMYy.

— Hukro. EcTb Takvie Musibie 3BepbKH, Kak OypMYJIbl.

— Uro 3T0? — MBITAIOCh PUTIOMHHTH, BO JBOPIIE HUYETO MOJOOHOro He Buaena. Bantus wim
['peiic Bpone Toxe Kypc 300JI0TMH He TPEernoJaBay.

— HaBnHue npeaku Oypsasieir. Cuutaercsi, Mo BO3JEUCTBUEM OMaa OHM M CTaJIU OypBaJISIMU.
Camu 1o cebe MeHee BBIHOCIHBHI U OoJiee ITTyTIbl, 3aT0 He TPeOyIoT MEHTAIbHOTO KOHTPOJIS.

— Ynpasuiibcsi? — cTapaioch He BbIpakaTh COMHEHHUE, HO, TT0-MOEMY, He OUeHb BBIXOJHT.

— A ectb BapuaHThl? — XMbIKaeT JIeKCHii.

[NoBopaunBaioch k IleHu, oHa cOBCeM He MOXOka Ha ceOsl — COCpeloTOueHa, BHUMATEIIbHA.
Byaro gonro roroBuiack. Omyiaio, Kak ryobl CMSIr4aloTcst HeXAaHHOU yIbIOKoi. Jo uero xke 3710-
POBO MMeTh HacTosmux apy3eit. U o [Tyce mozadoruacs!

Jlekcuil yBepeHHO BeIET K HaOepeKHOM, Yyepe3 MOCT | Aajibliie. B KaXIplii MUT K1y TIOTOHU
WM CBETSIIMXCS (pUryp BOKPYT, HO HUKTO HAC OOJIbIIE HE JOTOHSET.

BripynuBaeM Ha akKypaTHYIO TUIOINIA/b, YCAKEHHYI0 HEBBICOKMMHU CTPWKEHHBIMU KYCTaMHU.
BrucHyBIIHCh MEX HAXOXJIEHHBIMU JIOMHUIIIKAMH, OHA XKYPUHUT (POHTAHOM, MTO3BSIKMBAET TUXUM Iepe-
CTYKOM KOmbIT. Kakercs, rae-To 34ech Mbl MMPOE3KAIN C UMIIEPATOPOM B T€ HEMHOTOYHCIICHHbIE
TMOE3/IKH, KOT/1a OH MeHsI SIKOOBI proOian K aenaM. Cepaiie CHOBa MPUBBIYHO CKUMAETCS, TAK XOUY
B3SITh HA PYKH MOETO MAJIBIIIIOHKA! A BJIPYT €r0 He MOTYT YCIIOKOUTh? A BAPYT...

CKUMaIo KyJIaKH, 3aKycHB r'y0y. XOTb 10 CAMUX BBICIIHX Jief MloBaHa 10iiTy, HO Haiiy crioco
BEPHYTb ChlHA!

He naio comHeHHsIM, CTaHyT JIM BBICIIIVE JIETN BBS3BIBATHCS B MIEPEAPSTH ¢ Ao, cedst TOKoJIe-
0aTb.

Jlexcwid, oiaB HaM 3HaK OCTAHOBHUTHCS, MPUOIIKAETCS K HeOOombIIoMy (epToHy y (POHTaH-
HOro OOpTHKA.

O06x0auT ero, MpuCMaTpUBaIOCh — B 3bI0KOM CBeTe (hoHape AeHCTBUTETLHO BUAHEIOTCS )KUBOT-
Hble. YeM-TO OTIaNIEHHO MOX0XkKe Ha OypBasieid, HO OoJiee MeJIKKe U IPallo3HbIe, C TOHKUMH BUTBIMU
poxkami. [To-moeMy, 51 UX Jaxe BUjena, B Ty €AMHCTBEHHYIO MPOryiky ¢ Jlapcaiem, Korja Ui
MenKoM 13 mKossl. [Ipocto BHUMaHUs He oOpaTuJa.

— Hukoro, — 30Bét Jlekcuid, 3anpbiruBasi Ha OOMYYOK.

Bcnomunas ero noapyxek, Jlya Ceera u benky, Ha mur 3amupaio B HepemuTeabHocTh. Ho
MOXO0Xke, Ipy3bs Yy HUX ¢ Jlapcanem BCE ke MoJydlie.

ITycs obHIOXMBaeT BcE, OecriokoiicTBa He BbITAET. [lockopee 3abupaemcsi ¢ [leHn BHYTpS,
KOIIIKA TOXe 3arpbiruBaeT. 3aKpbiBaio ABEpb, JIeKcuil cpasy ke Tporaercs B MyTb.

BHyTpH TemHO, /1B MpOAOJbHbIE CKAMbH-JIEXKAHKH Y CTeH, KECTKUE, TOJIBKO ofiesiia Habpo-
nieHsl. Briepei HeOoIbIIoe OKOIIEUKOo, B KOTopoe BuaHeetcs Jlekcwii. U emé c3aau, B ABEpH, TOKE.

CoBceM He Tak, Kak B UIMIIEPAaTOPCKOM (hepToHe, 1 xopoiio. He xouy, He Mory Oosbliie BCro-
MUHATD!

— Kak 01?7 — cnpammsaet [leHu.

B nopeiBe Opocatock, 0OHUMAIO, CEp/ILe CTATUBAET OTHEM.

— He nymaa, 9to ThI... — rOpJIO IEpEeXBaTHIBAET, FOJIOC CPHIBAETCS.

— Hymana, cOCTpOIO IIa3KH UMIIEPAaTOpy U OCTaHYCh MPH CBOEM BIMSHUM? — CHpPAIIUBAET
nipsimo. Ha jmiio mamaoT Ouku ynmnaHbIX (hOHAper.

Cmymmatock. [Ipyu3HaThCsi, MBICIIU 3aKpabIBTUCh. [IeHr MHOTOTo JOCTUIIA, a Kak 1Jist 0e3pof-
HOH JEBYOHKHU, TaK U BOOOIIIE.

— Uckymienve 6b110, — corarnaercs. 51 paja, 4to oHa co MHOU YecTHa. — Ho. .. MHe He BriepBbie
BCE TEPATh.
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Kpenko npmwxumaio k cede. KTo 13 MOMX Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIX MOAPYT PUCKHY.I ObI OJ1arococTosi-
HUEM PAJU ONaJIbHOW UMIIEPATPULIbI?

— 41... ornpaBuia rceMo basupy, — noOaBserT.

— Kak? — nmyratocs. [lepexBarsr xe. ..

— Y MeHs ObLT MaJIbUMIIKA. .. BEpHBIH, — [leHn Kak-To roppko XxMbikaet. Hy, B He€ monoBrHa
JBOpa B MOcjeHee BpeMs xoauia BmoOneéHHoi. — Hanetock. Haneroch, moBe3ér. 51 ke He 3Hana...
— Opocaer B3I Ha Jlekcus.

— Yt0 He TonbKko y JIuu ectb Xopouime aApy3bsi? — XMbIKaeT B OKOIIKO TOT. Ciyiaer.

— Hawm Hano B34TH Opyrue uMeHa v OoMbllle Tak APYT Jpyra He Ha3bIBaTh, — TOBOPIO PEIIU-
tenbHO. [lenu kuBaet. — U uto nenate ¢ aypamu? TeOs Bemb oTcaeasaT?

— Hanerocw, HeT, — oTBeuaeT Ilenn.

®PepToH Hecercsa CKBO3b HOYb, [Iyca momypkusaer, IleHenusa npemyiaraer uMeHa, a MEHs BCE
OoJbIIIe TIpecyIeayeT OLTyIeHNe HEPEeaTbHOCTH TPOUCXOISIIETO.

— 3Hauut, T Oynemb Jlanoii, s [onel, oH, — kuBaet Ha Jlekcus, — Jlapowm. ..

Cornamaioch, MHe BCE paBHO. IIeHM TOBOPUT, HaJO MMEHA MPOCThIE U CO3BYYHBIE, UTOOBI
npoiie ObUIO 3alIOMHUTH. A Yy MEHs Nepejl I1a3aMu [0 CHX TOp CTOAT OAlllHA KPACHOTO MpamMopa,
BO3BbIIIAIOIIMECs Hal Menmanoil. Be€ BcrmoMmuHalo, Kak 1 ciona npuexaia. M kak teneppb yeszxaro. . .

HagepHoe, norpyxarock B KaKOI-TO COH, XOTSI BPOJE MOCTOSIHHO B OKHO CMOTPIO — HO IIPOCHI-
Tal0Ch OT TOTYKa. PEpTOH OCTAaHOBUIICS.

Jlexcwii, MOBO3MBIIKUCH C )KUBOTHBIMU, 3a0MPAETCSI BHYTPb.

— CerogHsi KOCTEP pa3BOAUTH He OyzieM, — COOOINAET, YCaKMBAsICh PsAOM cO MHOU. [Toxkumaio
IJIe4aMu, KYTaloch B TOHKOE OfIEsLIO.

— Hagno cocraButh muiaH, — BHOCUT npeasioxeHue [lenu.

— JlaBaiiTe 3aBTpa, Ha CBEXKYIO TOJIOBY, — 3eBaeT JIekcui.

— CHavasna oObsicHuTe MHe, moueMy Cliernble Hac He oTcieand. [JJapcaib roBopu, aypy HeJlb3s1
WU3MEHUTH?

— He HaswIBali ero tak, — BcraBiseT Ilenn.

— T'oBoput, — cornamaetcs Jlekcuii. — Ho Ha TBOe# CTOsUT CTPaHHBIM. .. 3aMOK.

— U 4t0? — HE noHKUMaIO.

— He 3nato. [ He Buky! — pasgpaxkaercs cierka. — § mpocto ero otkpbll. [Jdapcanbs 1aBHO
IIPOCKJI 3arOTOBUTD CIIELIMAJIbHYIO 3aIIUTY, KOTOpas cMa3biBaeT BocripusaTie Crnensix. 51 emy caenadn,
KOHEYHO. .. Hy U ce0e Ha BCAKHI cydait gyonukar octapui. Mano sm. Ho oHa 3anperiena u e€ Bo3-
MOHO 0OHAPYKUTh. TBOW 3aMOK, OH JIpyroi. OH HAIOMUHAET IKCIIEPUMEHTHI, KOTOPbIe OTHO BpeMs
MBITAJIMCH IPOBOIUTH ¢ aypamu. Ha, 310 nocnequuii pparment. Eii€é HEMHOro MorpaBuT 1BETa.

— Yr0-TO HE X0UeTcH. ..

— A xurtb xouercsi? Hy xe, JIu. 51 He mpuumHIO BpeJja eJMHCTBEHHO! JEBYILIKE, KOTOpasi CMOIJIa
pacTonuTh MOEro CMYPHOIO Apyra.

— Ho on roBopu1, aypa Heotaenma ot xapaktepa? f usmeniocs? [la v 3TOT 3aMOK. . . BBIXO/IUT,
OKa3bIBaJl HA MEH$1 KaKOe-TO BIIMSHUE?

— A e 3Haio, JI... Jlana. ¥V Jlap... y HEro noToM CrpocCHiiib. ITO MOCIECAHNUMN, TOBEPXHOCTHBIN
mrpux. HeHayonro, TBou HacTosiIMe 1iBeTa BCE paBHO PACTBOPAT HAHOCHOE. VICKITIOUHTETbHO YTOObI
coexatp. Ceiiuac u Tebe crenaino, — obopaunBaeTcs K [leHn, qaxe He clieuT 0co00, KaK s MPUHUMAIO.

— A TbI caM? — BBIPBIBAETCHI.

— 41 macrep 3ammTel. Mot apyr — Crernoid. YToObl MeHsI TOWMAaTh, MM TTPUAETCS moderarb. Yk
TIOBEPb, 5 MIOCTABUII HE OMH KCTIEPUMEHT, pa3OoUpasiCh, YTO OHM MOTYT BHJETh, M YEro TaK Cpazy
HE pasIsasT.

[Nepedupaercs Ha KymeTky K [lenu, 6epér 3a pyky.

— ¥V T1e0s1 Toke Heryioxas 3aluTa, — MPOU3HOCUT YAUBJIEHHO.
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— [lycs npuramuia MHe 310, — OAPYra NPOTATMBAET YTO-TO Ha JIaJloHU. BekpukuBao, ¢ pajio-
cThI0 0OHapysxuB mapuk Jlusuu. Hano xe!

[Tycs cBepkaeT B TEeMHOTE IIa3aMU FOPJO ¥ CHUCXOIUTENIBHO, [TOKA PaCLIEIOBbIBAIO B MYIIUCThIE
meéku. Jlekcuii 6epéT maprk B pyKy, IpECMaTPUBAETCS.

— Bay! — BblIaér.

— 3Haelb, 410 3T0?

— Her. Ho 3ammra ot Crenbix Ha HEM HeBeposiTHasA. Thl cMoryIa ero aktuBupoBath? [loxoxe,
OH c03/1a€T Herutoxue nmomexu. Hamo Oyzner nousyyvars. ..

— Ilycs tak ero npunecina. [Tomuio, JI... Jlana nokaseiBana. MHe noka3zasnoch, Crienbie Hac He
BUJIEJIU. .. KOTJ]a MBI yOeraau u3 gBopua. 51, KCTaTH, MpUxXBaTUa HEMHOTO JeHer. BoJbiine Hu4ero
HE IOy YUJIOCh.

— 4 Toxe, — cornamaerca Jlekcui.

CHumaet napuk, KpaeM ofiesijia IbITaeTCs BHITEPETh OCTATKU IPUMa.

— I'ne o1 3TOMY Hayumics? — xMbikaeT [lenu.

— Mactep 3amuThl JOKeH OBITh U MACTEPOM MAaCKHUPOBKH. MBI Be/ib B KAKOK-TO Mepe TOXe
MacKHMpyeM 3MOLIMH. A Tl KaK My’KHMKa 3aBainia? — 000pauMBaeTcsi KO MHE.

IMoxumarto rureuamu. Camoii ObI pa3oOpaThest. 3aBTpa 00ayMalo.

Chy1maio, MBICJIH BSUJIO BOPOYAIOTCS, BOITPOCHI BCIIBIXMBAIOT B TOJIOBE, HO HE YCIEBAIOT BOILJIO-
TUTBHCS B CJIOBA. [IeHb IJIMHOIO B KU3Hb.

OHnu ele THXO NeperoBapruBaloTCs O LIapuKe, a 5, CKJIOHUB T0JI0BY Ha MOJIKY, noaMss [lycio,
3aKpbIBaIO IV1a3a. Tak OTYasIHHO XOUEeTCs IPOCHYTHCS B CBOEH KPOBATH, PSIIOM CO CBOMM CBIHOM, TIOJ1
yneiOKy Hapcasist. VI mOHATH, 9TO 3TO ObLT JIMITb TPUCHUBIIHMIACS KOIIMAp.

«JIN!» — nmogxBaThBaeT C MOCTENM KaKOW-TO OTIOJIOCOK KpHUKa — OTYasHbE, TOCKA, CTpax,
WKW, OE3yMHBIN IIKBAJI HA MTHOBEHHE OKATHIBAET C HOT JIO TOJIOBBI, BBI3bIBAsl yKac M APOXKb IO
BCEMY TeIy.

ITonckakuBalo, caxxych Ha KOMKe, €/1Ba He HACTYIIMB Ha yCTpouBlIerocs Ha nony Jlekcus.

— Y10? — 60PMOYET TOT COHHO.

— BbI He cabinanu? Ilokasanock, KTo-To Kpuyadi... dap...

— Jla He Ha3bIBall THI €ro Tak, — mmnuT [lean. — Hudero He cribimanu, y Te0s IeHb cyMacIieI-
W, HEPBBI CAAIOT, CIIH.

Hapcanwv

Hakownen, ocranoBka. OMaa BIUTBIBAET HOUHYIO TEMb, B KOTOPYIO IPOCAYMBAIOTCS TOJIBKO Mapa
CBETWJIbHUKOB MOMX 3pA4nX KOHBOMPOB. 1 Paym.

BiokupoBka emie AeficTByeT, HO 51 yKe IPOCMaTpUBAalo €€, IIPY JKeJJAHUU CMOT'Y CKMHYTh. TeHb
KaKIET AHCTBUM, OHAKO s kay. UyBCTBYIO Me4 OMaa, B JII0OOH MOMEHT rOTOBBIH C(POPMUPOBATHCS
B pyke. KoHeuHo, 51 He otnai Obl ero spy Pamapy. Ho BepXoBHbI 1 He TpOCcHII. 3HaJI.

Mpiciu 0 JIvue 3acTaBisIiOT KENyIOK HEXOPOIIO CKUMAThCS, TEPSITh TOJIOBY, TpeOYIOT HeMel-
neHHbIX aevictBuil. [lom [lasMu HUKOrJa TONKOM HE OXpaHsICs, HA0OOPOT, OH YI0OEH /sl TAlHbIX
MIPUXOJIOB M YXOZIOB U TPAJMIIMOHHO «CBOOO/IEH» ISl MOOBIX mocemeHnit. OcTtaérest HanesiTbCs, YTo
Jlexcrio Bc€ ymactest. YUTo OHM mponepkarcsi XoTs Obl JeHb. A TIOTOM Sl UX HAalIy W HE MO3BOJIO
HUKOMY OOJIbIIIe PUYUHUTD UM BpEl.

Crenble He BBIMYCKAIOT M3-TIOJI HA/I30pa, TIOCTOSIHHO TpoBepsisi OJIOK, He TaBasi BO3MOKHO-
CTH JISHCTBOBATH MOCTETIEHHO — JII00ast MOIBITKA MPUOTKPHIThCS OyJeT cpasy ke 3ameueHa. [loromy
BBIKMJJAI0 MOMEHT J1JI51 OJIHOTO PELIUTENIBHOTO YyIapa.

MeHs He CBA3bIBAIM — OJIOKMPOBKA OMaa Te eIé KaHJalbl cama 1o ceoe.

C HaMM HMKOTO U3 JIMYHOTO OTpsja umneparpuibl. [lonnmalo, 4to uMmneparop nepecrpaxo-
BaJICsl, HO 3TO MPEJCTABIISIETCS XOPOIIUM 3HAaKOM. BCE-Taku npucsra 4yro-To Ja 3Ha4uT.
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PeGsTa pa3BoasT KOCTEP, HACKOPO TOTOBAT TMOXOAHYIO ey. Jlaxke MHe rmepernajiaeT Kakou-To
noxJ1€0ku. Cysi 1o pa3roBopaM, OCTAaHABIMBATHCS HAJONTO HE IJITAHUPYIOT — MUHIMYM, HEOOXOIH-
MBIH 151 OTIbIXa OypBaieit. [Ipunércs ncnonbp3oBaTh MOMEHT, TIOKA KMBOTHBIE PACIIPSIKEHBI.

MowmenT Bbiiaércs nocie enpl. [Ipa Cnensix 1 3ps4nii OCTAIOTCS Ha BaXTe, OCTAJIbHBIE YKJIA/bl-
BalOTCs MOJpeMarth y koctpa. B ¢peproHe co MHOI JTUIIb OUH.

JoX JaBIINCh, KOT/IA AbIXaHWe OOJBIIMHCTBA CTAHET MEPHBIM, PUCKYIO.

dopmy MeHs 3aCTaBWIIM CHSTh, 1aB B3aMEH KaKHhe-TO 4yKHe, He MPOMUTAHHbIE OMaa Belly.
Terutelil cBUTEp U TUIOTHBIE OPIOKU, KOTOPBIE JIETKO BOCIUIAMEHSITCS TTPH JIIOOOM HEOCTOPOKHOM JIBU-
xenuu. He xorenock Ob1 Muathest K Hoanvu 6e3 mraHoB. Bripodem, 310 MeHs ceiidac He OCTaHOBUT.

Camoe TsKENIOE, UTO HE MOTY CBA3AThCS C HEW. Y3HaTh, I7ie OHM U Kak. U 310 mogrankuBaet
CHJIbHEE JII0OO0Tr0 CTUMYJIA.

[TbITatoch Ha ciyx cooTHecTH no3utuu. [Boe Crernbix XoasaT BOKPYT, HaBEpHsKa OOMEHHUBa-
I0TCSI 3HAKaMH. 3psiuuil CUIUT y KocTpa. OCTasibHbIE €CITU HE CISAT, TO JIPEMITIOT.

ITopa.

BecrryMHO OTHSBIIMCEH, PE3KO CKUIBIBAIO OJIOKMPOBKY Ha Jiexkartero psgom Caitepa. Mimre-
parop He 3pst CTpaxa U3 CBOEro OTpsijia OTIPaBUII, elE U cTapimM nocraBuil. Ho youBaTh HUKOTO
HE XOTeJIOCh Obl. TO HE JIMYHBIC CUETHI.

INoka on ObETCS ¢ OIOKMPOBKOM, BHICKaKMBal U3 eproHa. Bopasieecs: 3peHue naét Kpy-
rOBOI 0030p, BbI3bIBAsI MPWIMB oOneryeHus B ayme. CHOBa BUJIETh, MYCTh TaK, 9TO JIM HE cYacThbe!
BHoIly KOppeKTHBBI B BHICTPOSHHYIO Ha CITyX KapTUHY.

BeiObuparo 6osiee cropopunBoro OypBajisi, OTHOBPEMEHHO HEUTpaIU3ys 3psiYrX — M TOTO, YTO
CHZEN Y KOCTpa, ¥ TOr0, KOTOPBIH BHICKOYMJI CIeIoM 13 (peproHa. ['opsumii ynap riaBuT qaxe Criely-
aJbHYI0 (hopMy, OTOpachiBaeT 000UX 3a mpeesbl nojsHbl. CTapaoch AeHCTBOBATh UCKJIIOYUTETHHO
JaIOHSIMU, YTOOBI HE 3alleNUTh COOCTBEHHYIO ofiek1y. bepy cBouM oMaa OroHb, KWAAI0 BAOTOHKY —
MycTh OOPIOTCS.

Ocrasphble yeTBepo CIerbiX yxke Ha HOrax, 0OXonaT BOKpYr MeHs. [11oTHbIe mporyIbsBao-
II1e IPUKOCHOBEHMSI, BBISICHSIIOT YPOBEHb MOEH SHEPrvy. YTUIOTHSIO IIUTHI.

— Hapcaib, — npeocteperaoiie NpOU3HOCUT OfIMH.

Momnuay. beccmbiciieHHo. Y HUX IpuKas. A y MeHs. ..

Hosmus.

Crenble epeKuIbIBAIOTCS METKAMU, BBICTPAUBAIOT CETh. ByIyT OCTaHaBIMBATH JTIOOOM IIEHOM.
Ho nombITalotcst B34Th )KUBBIM.

OTiaxkeHHbIe IEHCTBUS SIPKO OTPAKAIOTCS B OMaa, BblJJaBasi TOUHYIO KapTuny. [IpekpacHo 3Haio
BCE, YTO MPEANPUMYT, U TOTOB HEUTPATM30BaTh.

bamzocth pasropesierocs riameHu NpuaaeT Cuil, MOACTErMBaeT TeHb.

N 51 HakOHE1I-TO BBITYCKAIO €€ BOBHE.

Moio TaliHy10 TEXHUKY, KOTOPOU JOCTHT TOJBKO MOJ KOHEI 00yUYeHHsI.

Tenb oT Moero omaa, oOpaTrHasi CTopoHa cuJibl. Emé onHa.

Besnukas ThMa paspacraercsi, 000paunBasich BOKpYr. B oTimune ot MeHs1, OHa He BelaeT SMO-
LU U COMHEHHH.

Tenb, B KoTOpOii oMaa ClienbIx NepecTaéT pearupoBarb Ha CBET.

CTpaxy 3aMHUpAIOT, TMBITAsICh MEPECTPOUTh 3pEHUE, YCHIIUTh COOCTBEHHOE CHsIHUE. 3Halo,
CKOJIBKO 3aTpaT Ha 3T0 TpedyeTcss. MOUX-TO YXOOUT HE MEHbIIIE.

Tenb pazaensiercs: Ha yeTbipe (pUrypbl. Kaxaplii 3 MpOTUBHUKOB BUAUT Tieper coO0i MeHs,
C MEYOM OMaa B pyKe, M Te HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHI, TIOKa OHHM OyAyT cpaxartbcs ¢ TeHblo, ocTaioTces,
YTOOBI YUTH.

Bpocaiock k OypBastio, BCKAKMBAIO HAa OJIHOTO, ITHYB CBOMM omaa BToporo. COexarh Kak
MOXHO JIaJIbIlle — MEHsI He JIOTOHST, U MOKa emme Xaapam OpocuT OTpsiJ 1O ClIeNy.

TosbKo ceifuac, HAKOHEII-TO, MO3BOJISI0 ceOe OTHICKATh CUHIO aypy.
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U He Haxoxy.

3amupaio, He Bepsi TOMY, uTo BuXy. OHa Bcerjaa Bo MHe, 51 K€ YyBCTBOBAJ... YTO-TO?

W He mor Obl HE IOUYBCTBOBATh, €CJIH OBI. .. HE YIAETCs MPOU3HECTH ITO Jake Ipo cedst!

«JIN!» — 30By, cepaiie rpoxoyeT, MO3I OTKa3bIBaeTCs MPU3HABaTh Heronpasumoe. He ycnien?!

OTKJIMK HE MPUXOOUT, ayphbl HET, MHITAIOCh HAUTH JIEKCHs — YK €ro-To 3aluTa Beeraa Oblia
IJ1sl MEHs1 IPOHMLIaeMa.

U toxe HE HAXOKY.

JIuxopagouHo npocmarpusaio 3aBeeHue beccreikeil [laamu, TaM Kakoe-To OXKUBJIEHHE, HO
cuHel aypsl HeT. E€ 51 Buzies oCTOsIHHO, T1e Obl HU HAXOJWJICS, SICHBIN CBET HACTOJILKO MOIIHBIN, UTO
aaxe Harpsiratbesi He Obuto Hykabl! U 3amuTa Jlekcust HUKora He Obuia MOMEXOH MOeMy 3pEHUIO !

B nMrieparopckuii ABOpeI 3arisiibiBaTh HE PUCKYIO, BCE €II€ OTYASHHO Ha/IesCh, YTO UM yja-
7ock BeIpBathes! M UTo HEeHykHOe BHUMaHME MOXET cienaTh Xyxe. Cripaisiioch ¢ OypBajiem, eaBa
AepxKych O6e3 ceyia — XOpOoIo XOTh Pora UMeIoTCsl.

B rpynu Hapacraer yxac. Wiy, He B COCTOSIHUM OCO3HAaTh, 30BYy CHOBA M CHOBa. BcE He MOkeT
3aKOHYUTHCS BOT TaK!

((.]II/I!»

W3 6e310HHOI paHbl BHYTPY BBIPHIBAETCS X PUILIBIN, POITUTAHHBIN ThMOUM KPHK, BBIKHUTAIOIIAST
TOCKA, UCCYIIAIOIINI OTOHb TOPHKOTO MOPAKEHHUSI.

g1 e€ e yOepér. f Bc€ cnenan He Tak.

He 3Haro, B Kakoii MOMEHT IlepecTaio KOHTPOJIMPOBATh TeHb, B KAKOI MOMEHT OMaa COIPOBOXK-
JAIONIMX HACTUTAET MEHsI, HAKPhIBAsl CEThIO, KOraa OypBaJib MPEKpaIaeT CIyIIaThCsl, MEPEKITI0UasCh
Ha MPUBBIYHOTO XO35MHA.

Jlekcuii ve ycrien. Hosnmuu Gosbinie Het. IX 060MX HeT.

[To-moemy, cHOBa Kpuuy.

CMyTHO, CJIOBHO M3/1ajieKa WJIM CKBO3b TEJIEHYy OIIYIalo, KaK MeHs CAEPrUBaeT ¢ OypBasis.
Jledy Ha 3emJt10, OAHSB 00JIaKO MbLTA. CBEpXy JIOKATCS CIIOU UyKHX OMaa.

— Xopormas nonsiTKa, Jlapcaib, — ¢ HEOXKUIAHHBIM yBakeHueM npousHocut Caiiep.

— Eé 6osbinie Het! — népraiock BOITPEeKH BCEM MpaBUJIaM 3alllUThl U HAIlaICHHS.

— Yro 310 OBLIO, dapcans? — nmprcakMBaeTCst HaJJO MHOM, IJ1a3a B I71a3a, OMaa B OMaa.

O uém on? He Mory moHsITh, BOOOIIe He COOOpaxy, uTo s 3/1ech Jenan. Kak Mory xkuth, qomy-
ctuB Takoe. s yero 6ecoB Paym corBopui 310 ¢ Hamu. OT QyIu nmousaeBaTbesi?

— Yt0 310 OBUIO? — MEepecnpanMBaeT HaCTONYKBO.

OH o Tenn? Ycmexaioch MpayHo. CIHIIKOM NO3JHO €€ UCIonb30Bai. Hago ObUIO prCKHYTH
cpazy, emi€ B Xagpame. He nonararbes Ha Jlekcus.

— Hapcab!

— V0eii MeHs1, — XPUILTIO.

Jloaruil MU MPOH3UTEIbHON TUILIUHBI.

— IIpoctu. He mory, — orBeyaer.

ObopaurBaeTcst K CBOUM:

— CkaueMm 0e3 ocTraHOBOK. MeHsiem OypBaieid. [TOCTOSTHHBIN KOHTPOJIb CUJTBL.

Caepxy omyckaertcsi OJIOKMpOBKa 3pa Pamapa, m3psiaHo ocnabeBinasi, HO BCE paBHO OTTOPAKH-
BaloIasi MEHsI OT OKpY’Kaloliero. bpocaioiasi B MUp MOJTHON, OECKOHEUHO CUHEH IMyCTOThl. AOCo-
JIIOTHOH TUIIVHEL. Y)Ke HaBceria.

[To-Moemy, omryIamo MPUKOCHOBEHUE U CAaMOT'0 BEPXOBHOI'O, HO YK€ HE YBEPEH B 9TOM.

«Teos Tenv caumxom crodcua, /lapcanb— BCIOMUHAIOTCS CJI0BA CTAPOrO HACTABHUKA, ITPOM3-
HECEHHBIE TOr/a, OOJIbIIE JECATH JIeT Ha3all, B AcTape. — $1 pellko CTaJIKUBAJICS C TEXHUKOH TaKOro
YPOBHs. 3allOMHHU, [jBa M€4a OMaa — OYeHb MHOTI'0 Jaxe JIJIs1 CaMOro CHJIbHOro 13 Hac. Eciu mpoTuB-
HUKOB TpH U Ooblle, He pasaensil Tens. Vcrpatuib Bee cuutbl v Beiropuiib. [1ut 3 Tenn — toxe
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CUJIbHOE OpYy’KHe, KOra MPOTUBHUKOB MHOTO, U OHO MOXET COCITYKHTh Cllyk0y. Pacimennenue Ternu
OITyCTOLIWT TBOU CUJIbI».
BrI ommbnuck, ap HactaBHUK. BoBce He TeHb omycTommia MeHsl.
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I'JIABA TPETbHA

Hosaus

M3matsiBatomuii CoH, OOMbIIIE MOXOXKHUIA Ha KOIIMAp, KaxJa MPOCHYThCA B JIIOOUMBIX OObs-
THSX, LieJ1asi HOub OOETOB U pa3oyapoBaHuil... He yBepeHa, 4To BbIcIaslach, HO T€JIO XOTh HEMHOT'O
OTIOXHYJIO.

Bri6upatoch 13 peproHa B MOPO3HYIO YTPEHHIO paHsb, Jlekcnii ¢ [lenun yxe Ha Horax — mep-
BBIi1 3arpsiraeT OypMyJioB, BTOpasi CUIUT Ha MOBAJICHHOM JiepeBe, ouéchiBaeT [lycio, pacckasbiBast
€M, Kakas OHa 3aMeyvarelibHas Koledka. Komeuka MypunT, BceM CBOMM BHUJIOM BbIpakasl IOJHOE
coracue.

Kaxercs, s npoMép3iia HaCKBO3b, ceituac Obl BHIITUTh YErO-HUOY/Ib ropsiuero. 3akychipaio ryoy,
YTOOBI HE BCXJIMITHYTh, OIJIAKMBAasi COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb. 5] BEIOEPYCh, U 51 — UMIIEpaTpULia, HEB3UPas
Ha TOT (papc, uto ycrpous Mol Myx! Ciasa Paymy, yxe ObIBILIMIA.

— Hapo 3aexars B O60mbe, — mponsHOCUT BAPYT [leHu, Kak-To OyATo gaxke MmopoOpaBIINCh,
HACTPOMBILKUCH OTPaKaTh HAIA BO3PAKEHU.

— 3auemM? — JIeKcuil CMOTPUT MPUCTAJIBHO, TOKA 51 IPUOJIMKAIOCh, YTOOBI TOKE MTPUOOIIUTHCS
K MATBIO KOIIAQYbUX YIIIEH.

— 4 npexmonarana, 4To M roezieM B MoBaH, 1 3TOT ropoi Kak pa3 Ha IyTH. .. B OOIIEM, eCllu
3p Mapc oretut, To B O60bC.

— A ecnm npuBEZET Tyaa Koro-1o? He noBepsIo 1 MMNEpCKUM TPUXBOCTHAM, — JIekcuil Herpe-
KJIOHEH.

— OH He npuxBocTeHb! — Bo3Mymaercs [lenu u TyT 1, noxaryd, ¢ HEW COIJIalIycCh.

— Ho u noacraBnAThCs paay onaJbHOM UMIIEPATPULIBI EMY HET CMBICTIA, — BCTYIAIO.

— Ioviny cama. Ham Hy:xHBI TPORyKTHI, Kak MUHUMYM. U [lyce 1o myTu Bpsij JiM 4TO HAUJIEM.
Pa3Be To/bKO OypMyITBI MOMIMILTIOT TPaBY, Ja MbI HE Oy PMYIIBI.

Cwmortpro Ha Ilyclo, yxe He yBepeHa, YTO MIMEHHO OHa JOJDKHA MPEANOYMTaTh U3 €lbl, HO HE
JepsKaTh K€ BIIPOrOJIOAb.

— Te6st MOTyT BBHICJIEIUTD, — XMYPO OT3bIBaeTcs Jlekcuii.

— Byny ocropoxHa. B 1110 Hac HUKTO HE BUJIEN — XOTh KaKas-To M0JIb3a OT OTCYTCTBUSA Kpa-
HOB.

— Ero orery 6b11 Ctpaxem JIuun. MoXeT I OH YTO-TO 3HaTh? — crpamumBai. — OH BeJb BCE
3TO0 Bpems kw1 B 3aropogHoM. Ho 3axoder s nemuteca? U, camoe maBHOE, HE BBICIEAAT JIA €70
Cnenpie?

— S1-To 3ammty caenato, — Bopuut Jlekcuil. — CTONbKO He3arIaHMPOBAaHHOW paboThl, BOT Apy-
JKOK YIPYXKUJI, — XMBIKaeT. X0uy yJIbIOHYThCS B OTBET, HO CEPALIE CKMMAETCSI BOCIOMUHAHUSMU ITPO-
LIEAIIENH HOYH.

— Jlekcwmii, — 30BYy, — He MOXET ObITh TAKOTO, YTO [lapcaib Toxke Hac He yBUANUT? MHe BCE-Taku
Ka)keTcs, 51 9TO-TO ciblnaia. Ho Benp He MOKET ke ObIThb, 4TOOBI y HEro He MOyYHJIOCh CBSA3AThCS ?

— Jla Ha3pIBail THI €ro Kak-HUOyOb MHave, — BcrapisieT [lenn. [To-mMoemy, OHa eMHCTBEHHAs
U3 HAC BCEPbE3 OTHECTACh K MOEMY IpeiokeHuio. — Jla XoTs Obl 0Opekb UMsl, Hy WM (haMHJIHIO,
nyctb Oynet JIab unu Bep.

Jlexcuii, MpOBEpUB B MOCIIETHUI Pa3 YIPsIKb, IPUOIMIKAETCS, OITYCKAETCSI PSAOM HA yIaBIINH
crBos. OOXxBaTbIBao cedsl, TPY JIAJOHSMHU IUICUH, MBITAIOCH COrpeThes. PasmsaThbes, uto mm? Tombko
CHJI COBCEM HET.

— He 3Hnato, Kak JeiicTByeT TBOW 3aMOK, HO MEHSI-TO YK TOYHO JOJUKEH ObUT YBUIETh. XOT,
CIAETCA MHE, A TOXKE YTO-TO CJIBIIAJ HOYBIO.

— Ho kax xke. .. — cmorpio Ha Ilyclo, BeITackuBaio U3 KapMaHa Iapuk. Buepa Tonkom He ycnena
pasrsiaeTh, B hepToHe ObUIO yXKe TEMHO, OHAKO Ceiuac, Py CBETe JHSI KakeTcsl, OH cTaul oodbine. U
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TO CTpaHHOE JBUKEHHUE Ha MMOBEPXHOCTH, UTO oruchiBaia eme JIuBusi. .. Jla Beb OHa ke He ucuesasa
13 1o 3peHus cBoux CTpaxeid, He TO BECh JBOPEIL NEPEOIONIHIICS Obl!

— DT0 KaKasi-TO HEMOHSATHAS MITyKa, — OOBSICHSIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO TJISASAIIMM Ha MEHS CITyT-
Hukam. — [TosiBrIack JieT 3a AecATh 0 MPUJIETa MHOTIIAHETHOTO KOpaoisl.

— Pa3zBennuuk? — BHOCUT nipesioxkenue [lenu.

Bcerma mobuna e€ Teopuu, 1a U TPe3BbIH MOAXO, YeM-TO OJIM3KUI MOeMy coOCTBeHHOMY. B
OTJIMYME OT TO ke AsMbl, [IeHn Bpoze 1 BOBCce HUKOI/IA B o0Jlakax He JieTasa.

— YuuTthiBas ux podoToB, — JIekcuit Opocaet Ha MeHs B3IJISI/I, OT Yero X04eTcs movyecaTh JICBYIO
PYKY, BCIIOMMHAsI CTPAHHBIM BBIPBABLIMIICS U3 HEE pa3psijl, — BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO.

— Ho kax 661 oau y3Hamu o 3peHnn Cremnbix? [Touemy He oTpaxkaercs: B omaa?

— 3HauuT, He MepBbIi, — MOXKUMaeT Tieyamu Jlekcuil. — Yero ragark, JaBanTe Jy4ille COCTABUM
TJTaH AeVUCTBU.

— Ho Hapcains. .. — HaunHato, Jlekcuii nepeduBaer:

— INomymato, kak mogaTh emMy 3HaK. Y MeHs IeJblid IeHb Ha Ko3yax Oyner. Thl JTydiie CKaxw,
4TO cOOMPpaeIIbes fenath B VioBade. Y Te6s TaM XOTb €CTh K KOMY TTOHTH?

— Anma. .. HaJIeICh, He BBITOHUT. Y He€ yke COOCTBEHHAasI KBapTHPa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IMEHHO
Omaronapst MHe oHa pomwia. Hy u Tepecus... TONbKO He 3HAW, 3aX0UeT i1 MeHs BUieTh. [laxe Ha
cBaap0y He MpHIIUIA.

— B loBaHe BO3bMEM MaIlIMHY, WM IaXKe TPABUKAP, 0 CTOIUIB I0€eM ObICTPO, — BKJIMHH-
Baercd [lenn. — be3 BCAKMX CBETAIIMXCSA YK HABEPHOE HE MOJIOMAEM.

— A muiatuth yem? — CpanimBaio.

Ieru Opocaet Ha MeHs B3MJISA, IO KOTOPHIM KaK-TO Ja’ke CMYIIIACh.

— 51 He Takas ONTHMUCTKA, Kak Thl, — Oypuy. — VI IieHer y MeHs HeT, Ja U HA Y KOTro U3 Hac
nerer MoBaHa, HACKOJIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, He BOIUTCA.

— Yto-uuOyap npuaymaem, BHIOpaThest Obl U3 A0, — IOKUMaeT Tuiedamu [lenu.

— A panpie? — HacTanuBaeT Ha CBOEM Jlekcuil. — 3asgBUIILCA K BEICIINM Jeau? A oHU TeOd B
MEIIIOK ¥ 0OpaTHO UMIeparopy?

— Moxer, Ha mMallMHe nony4yures Japcais mo nopore nepexBaTuTh, — BOOAYILEBIIAIOCh. Beap
9TO JAEUCTBUTEIBHO HEIJIOXOM BapvaHT! YK ero-to TOUHO B (DepTOHE MOBE3YT.

— Mosker, — 3agymunBo coramaercs JIekcui.

— Ho cuauana B O601bc, — Bo3Bpaimnaercs k ceoemy [leHw.

PaspriBatoch momosnam, MOHUMAIO U €€ KeJlaHUe JOBEPUTHCS JTIOOMMOMY YeJIOBEKY, Y TIOMOIIIb
HaleMy MaJIeHbKOMY OTPsi/Ly JIMIIIHEHN He OyleT — U B TO ke BpeMsi O0I0Ch CAeNaTh XyKe.

Iloka, He pemasch BbIE3KATH HA POBHBIE JOPOIM, MBI TPACEMCS JIECHBIMM, BCE IIBITAIOCh
nosBarbes apcaisa. A 3a0nHO U Past — ey He MOMyYuTh OTBET, TO XOTS ObI OCTApaThCsl YCIIOKOUTD
ero orciona, uzgaieka. OT MBICTH, YTO OH Celvyac TaM KPUYUT, U HUKTO HE MOXET yOaloKaTh, BCE
BHYTPH C:KUMAETCsl, B3pbIBasiCh (DOHTAHAMMU CJIE3.

[lern 4TO-TO 3aMMCHIBAET, MPUCTPOMBIIKCH IO OKHOM, — OIO3HAI0 UMIIePATOPCKUI OJIOKHO-
TUK C JIOPOTOM 30JI0TUCTOM OTHEJKOU, BbIIaHHBI MoeMy pedepeHTy. OT 3TOro Ha JayIie eie TOCK-
JIMBee, KaK HAallOMUHAHUE O PyXHYBIIMX I'PE3ax.

Jlekcuii pe3ko TOPMO3UT, OCTAHABJIMBAs KUBOTHBIX 3JIMXBATCKUM HE TO PHIKOM, HE TO CBU-
CTOM.

— Yro cinyumiocs? — 6GopMody.

— Ipuexamu? — ¢ HemoymeHreM BckujibiBaeTcs: [leHnu, XoTst Bpojie paHoBaro.

Crpiy, kak Jlekcuit cipeiruBaet ¢ oonmyuka, [Tycs npunogHuMaet yxo, 3aTeM MOPIY — CKOpee
C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, YeM C OecrmokoicTBOM. Crienty K IBEpHU, BBITJISIBIBAIO.

Ox, TBOIO X% OecTHio!
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[NonstHa McTonTaHa MHOKECTBOM HOT, OTIIEUaTKH KOTIBIT M KOJIEC, OOJTBIIION MOTYKPYT BHIKKEH-
HOU TPaBbl IAJIEKO OT KOCTpHIa. B olHOM MecTe sIpKuil OTTHCK SMOIEMbl UMIIEpaTopa, BIIMCAHHOM
B IISITUYTOJIBHUK — TaKKe BHIOMBAIOT Ha TIOJOIIBAX CANOT UMIIEPCKON IBapIHH.

— HMapcaib... — menvy, HUKaK He MOJTydJaeTcsl Ha3blBaTh €ro APyruM uMeHeM. Jlekcuil Bcmar-
pUBaeTCs B CJIe/ibl, CJIOBHO XOYET 110 HUM BOCCO3/1aTh CITyUMBILIEECH.

— Coexarp nbitancs? — npudmkaercs [lenn. OTKyaa-To COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO OH
31ech ObUT, YTO STOT TeTie — €20 OTHSI.

— M1 oTcTaéM NMpUMepHO Ha NONAHSA, — bopMoueT JIeKkcuil.

— JlaBaiite He Oy/ieM HUKY/Ja 3ae3:KaTh! — BOCKJIMIIAIO, CEPIIIe PBETCS MPHUIITIOPUTH OYPMYJIOB
Y KaK MOJKHO CKOpee OPOCHTBCSI B TIOTOHIO.

— Jla X TyT 4YesnoBeK AecsiTh, — KuBaet Ilenu Ha 3emimo. — M He6och nonoBuHa Crienbix.

— A tBOI1 Ba3up yem nomoxeT? — orpsI3aioch.

[lenu 3amonkaer, He BCTymasi B CIIOPBI, 3aTO JIeKCHii MOATANKMBAET Hac K (bepTOHyY, NlepexBa-
THIBACT CHU3OIIEAIIYIO JIO HAIIMX MPOOJIEM KOIIIKY M TOXKE 3aBOpauYMBAET OOPATHO:

— [lornanu otcioa, KTO-TO MOKET UATH IO UX CIIeAaM.

[ToncréruBaemeie cTpaxom, 3aCKakMBaeM BHYTPb, JIEKCHIl TOYTH B3JIeTAET HA MECTO BOZHUIIbI
Y PE3KO CTapTyerT.

— B Aiio HaM HeJNb3s CBETHTHCA, — yBemepaet Ilenn. — ITepexsatum B MoBane, Ha cBoeii Tep-
PUTOPUH.

DpIpKalo, Takas ke CBOs, KaK M 3[1€Ch. TaKk CTPaHHO OCO3HABaTh, YTO €IIIE€ BYEPA Y MEHS BCE
ObL10, 51 ObUIA UMITEPATPHLIEH ITOM 3eMJIH, TIO0 KOTOPOH €3/11JIa UCKITIOUYMTEIBHO C OTPSIIOM OXPaHbI
— a Ternepb BBIHYK/IEHA TIEPEABUTATHCS TAKOM, CKPbIBAsICh.

— Jlo Jero sxe WUTI0O30pHA BJIACTh, — OopMouy, [leHu KuBaeT cephE3HO:

— INokaxxem 3T0 UMIeparopy?

— VX ero-To BIacTh BIIOJIHE peajibHa, — B3JbIXAl0.

— IoBepb, WLTI030pHO BCE, — [IeHn 3a1yMUMBO OTBOPAYMBAETCS K OKHY.

CroBHO BHiepBbIE BUKY €€ TOHKMI, KPAacUBbI NPO(pUib B MoayMpake ¢eproHa. A Bedb U
MpaBja, HAUKOrAa Obl HE MPEATONOKUIIA, KAaKOM OMOpor OHA HEOXHIAHHO MHe cTaHeT. CKOJIbKO B
OOBIYHOW J€BYOHKE-CUPOTE, OKA3bIBACTCS, CUJIbI AyXa U MYyKECTBA.

— Cnacu60, — 6opmouy, [lenu ynpidbaercsa Morya.

JlagHo, XOUeT MoMyYnTh BECTOUKY OT cBoero basupa — mycts nornpodyet. MeHs Obl ToXe HUKTO
He y/iepkali, moMJagack Obl XOTh Ha Kpail cBeTa 1axke paau 3(peMepHOUN HaIeK/Ibl, UTO TaM OKaKeTCs
Hapcaib.

[Mpubnmxenne O60IBCA BRIIAIOT HEOOJBIINE CeJICHU ST, KOTOPbIE MEJIBKAIOT TO TYT, TO TaMm. PoB-
Has Iopora, Ha KOTOpyI0 B CKOPOM BpeMeHH Bble3xkaeM. Berpeuaronuecs: pepToHbI, TOBO3KH U BCaI-
HUKHU.

Hakoner1, BbIOpaB yKpOMHYIO TIOJISIHY B YETBEPTH Yaca XOObObI OT I'paHUIlbl ropoaa, Jlekcuii
OCTaHaBJIMBaeT (PEepTOH MO T'YCTHIMU BeTBAMU jepeBbeB. Otaaio [lenn mapuk JIuBum, Ta Morya
Pa3mIsAABIBAET €ro, MoCe, MoOIarogapuB KMBKOM, IPSYET BO BHYTPEHHHI KapMaH.

— Mozxer, ¢ TOOOH BCE-TakM MOWUTH? — cripaiuBaeT JIeKcHid, ToMmorasi eii BHIOpaThCs HapyKy.

— Nmneparpuily oxpaHsi, — xMbikaeT [1eHu, crippirHyB Ha 3emumio. BpocaeT B3misa Ha He6o: —
He nonwu 6bl 10%1b, — M PEIIUTENILHO HAIIPABJISIETCS] B CTOPOHY TOpoja, He TPOIIasich.

[Noutn cyTku ronoga gaiot o cede 3HaTh: y [lasmu Kak-To MHE Jaxke B TOJIOBY HE MPHIILIO
paccripanmBath 00 odene. JKemynok Jlekcust Toxke MOOypKUBAET — HAIIl MAcTep 3aIUThI, OIJIAXKH-
Basl €ro, MbITAETCS OTIIYTUTHCS, HO MHE He JI0 cMexa. HanpskeHne Ha MmiKe, HepBbl Ha B3BOJE, BCE
KaxeTcs, n3-3a OJIMKaNIIMX KYCTOB HAr pSIHET UMIIepaTopcKast crpaka. Tombko 6e3msTeskHocTh [Tycu
yCIIOKanBaeT.

— Ckoinpko Oyaem e€ kiaTh? — 3a7al0 BOIPOC, KOTOPHIA MEHsI camy CTparuT. MoxeTr ObITb,
Jydiie 66110 OBl MoexaTh BceM BMecTe. TOJIBKO MOPTPEThl UMITEPATPHIILI MHOTO Ky/ia 3a TOCTIeAHUE
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MecsIIbl pa3ouuIuch. Jla U y uMmeparopa HaBepHSIKa €CThb CHIIIMKH, KOTOPbIE PadoTaI0T METOAAMHU
3pAYMX.

— Bc€ mpaBuiibHO, TeOe Tyaa Hellb3s1, — MOATBEPkKAaeT MOU MbICTH Jlekcuii. — B GombIimx ropo-
Jax HaBepHsIKa OOBSIBIICH PO3BICK Yepe3 MEHTAJbIIMKOB 2 TapHU30HBI CIIETIbIX.

— Hapnetoch, 3TOT 11apuk JEMCTBUTENBHO €€ CIIPSYeT, — epeIEpruBaioch.

—V He€ u 6e3 maprKa 4YTo-To UHTEPECHOE C aypou, — OrOpoIuBaeT JIEKCHiA.

— Toxe 3amok ? — ynuBisiiock. Bpone Jlapcaib roBOpUsT 4To-T0 O CTPAHHOM Y30pe.

— He Tak, kak y Te6s1. He mory moka monsite. Yaca gBa B TI0O0M ciiydae kJEM, a Aajbllie. ..
KaK BeJMKUM Paym pacniopsaurcs.

Jlexcuii XoauT BOKPYT (hbepTOHA, BHUMATEIBLHO OIISIIBIBAast OKpecTHOCTU. OTMeualo, 4to Oyp-
MYJIOB TaK M HE PacCHpsr — JIMIIb CJIerka OCJIaOWi MOATPYTY, YTOObl OHM MOIIM IUIMATh TPaBYy C
JIUCTHSIMMU.

YroBapuBaio ce0s1 ycIOKOUThCs1. HEeM3BECTHOCTD CTpAIUT, IO-MOEMY, eIlE CHIIbHEE, YeM Mepe
noe3akou B Aiio. Be€ nbITaioch qokpuuarbest 10 Japcasis, HO HaTaTKMBAIOCh Ha ONIOCTBHUIEBIITYIO BaTy.
Hey:xenu eMy nelicTBUTENILHO MOYTH yaI0Ch BeipBaThes? Heyxenu cHoBa novmanu?

[MpucnymuBaiock k cede. Bpemst OT BpeMeHU Kaxercsi, OyATO BHYTPH YTO-TO TPOUCXOIMT.
BcnomuHaio po6ota, 1 To cTpanHoe, uto Buzen Jlapcainb B miede. Pyka HENOHATHO MoY€chBaeTcCs,
TaK U X04eTcs ¢ KeM-To noaenThesi. Ho Jlekcuii Bpoae Obl HIUero He 3aMeTrI. MOT JIM 9TOT «3aMOK
Ha aypy» HaJoxkuTh pooot? Ho kak? U xouy, 1 He perainch paccKas3ars.

— Monmuut? — cipammuBaet Jlekcui, OyATO MBI TOJILKO TO ¥ 0OCYKIAJIH.

B3sapixaro pacCTpoeHHO.

— W y Mens, — comnaniaercs.

— Kak mbI Oyziem uepe3 rpaHmily nepexoauTh? — BBIJIAIO TO, YTO TPEBOKHUT €/IBa JIU HE CUIIbHEe
COOCTBEHHBIX HEMOHATHBIX OIyIeHnid. — Tam Benp Criernble naTpyiupyioT, 1a u He Criersie Toxe. . .

— INouieM NMpoBOAHUKOB, B MPUTPAHUYHBIX CEJIEHUSIX HaBEpHsIKA HANIYyTCs, — C HEUCTpeOu-
MBIM ONTUMU3MOM OTBeuaer Jlekcuil. HaBepHoe, Xo4eT MeHs1 OTBJIeUb, U pellal0 He TPAaTUTh MOHA-
IIPACHY MBICJIM Ha TO, YTO BCE PABHO Ceiyac He MOTy ITPOLyMaTh.

— Pacckaxu uro-uuOyap, — npoiy, Jlekcuii Opocaet mprcTaIbHbINA B3IJIsI, CHOBA OHO3HAYHO
MOHMMas HAIIPABJIEHHOCTb MOUX IMOKETaHUM.

— Mb1 no3HakoMuIHCh B 3a0bITON Paymom Bucnelipe, rie, Kak s Terepp yxke MOHUMAI0, POIH-
TEJIM TBITAJIMCH CIIpSITaTh ero ot yyactu Crenoro. U, HaBepHOe, eciiu Obl HE OH, 51 BPs JIM KOT/ia-
HUOYIb BIOpasicst Obl B ctonuily. S poc Ge3 oTIia, U He yBepeH, UTo ObUT OCOOCHHBIM CYACThEM LIS
MatepH... BIIpoYeM, Bpsi[ Jiv 3T0 Tebe nHTepecHo. Hukoraa He 3a0yay, Kak OH OpOCHIICSI Ha OKpY-
KUBIIMX MeHSI MasibuMinek. Orpei3aThCs s U caM XOPOIIO yMell, — XMbIKaeT, — a BOT OTOMBAThCS —
HE OYEHb.

— BaBoéM Jrydriie moayqusoch? — yiabpioach.

— Emé 6b1. Iapc... MMM. .. — JIeKcHii OrJIsiAbIBAETCS, CIIOBHO OIAcasiCh YBUAETh YKOPU3HEHHO
MaryIyo naiasuukoM [enu, — bep emé Toraa OblT Ha TIOJTOIOBH BhIIIE CBEPCTHUKOB. U a3b1 G0OpHObI
KakMe-HUKaKye UMell, TIPY JIBOpe MallaHOB OYeHb PAaHO HAYMHAIOT 00yYarh.

Vp16aoch, MOUTH BUKY KapTHHKY, O€3MATEKHbBINA JEPEBEHCKHIA MEN3ax, MOYeMy-TO OIpOM-
HYIO JIy’Ky — HEIIPEMEHHbII aTprOyT MaJIbUMIECKUX Urp. Brpouem, oTKyna MHe-TO 0 HUX 3HaTh? B
VoBaHe MaJIbuMIIeK CIMIIKOM MAJIO, YTOObI H3Y4YHTh MX TPUBBIUKHL.

— C tex nop Mbl ObUTH He pazjielt Boaa, — rosoc JIekcusi mpooKaeT YBOAUTh B TAKOE TAJIEKOE
MPOIILJIOE, K KOTOPOMY TaK XO4yercsl NpUKOcHYyThes. — [loccopuiuck, HaBepHOe, pa3a TpH, U TO 1O
OYEHb CEPhE3HBIM MOBOJAM, — IOCMenBaeTcsl. — OHaX/Abl HE NOZIENIUIIM KPYTOW BEJIOCHUIIE]L ITPOU3-
BojCTBA VoBaHa, MpyBE3EHHBII NanaHeii MoGMMOMy CHIHY. DTOT kaJMHA He XOTeJI 1aTh ITOKATaThCs,
NpeacTaBJsielb?
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— [Ipencrasnsiio, — TOXe CMEIOCh, BCIOMUHAS, a BUJEJA JIM 5 XOTh pa3 Ha yIuiax AWo BeJIocu-
nieq? Vi 3To cunTaeTcs Mpu3HaKoM JypHOro ToHa? BripoueM, st Tak Masio ObIBaJia CHApyXH ABOPIIA,
B37IbIXat0. Moria ¥ BHUMaHUs He 0OpaTUTh, Y HAC-TO SIBJICHUE B IMOPSIJIKE BEIICH.

— Emg pa3, korga oH BAPYr yBJIEKCs pucoBaHveM. Ha MeHs marh Bemajia Ky4dy JOMAIIHUAX
00sI3aHHOCTEH, eMy, BIIPOYEM, TOXEe HEMaJo J0cTaBanock. OOBYHO HA Mapy ObICTPO CHPABIISIIVCH,
a TYT OH HET, YTOObI TOMOYb U TIOCKOPEE OTIPABUTHLCS Pa3BJICKATHCS, TOPYAT YacaMu ¢ OJIOKHOTOM
W KapaHjamamu y peku. Hy a Tpetuii — MHe JIeBYOHKA MOHPABUJIACK, & OH PEIMII, YTO C MOEH CTO-
POHBI 9TO HEBEPOSTHOE TPeaTeIbCTBO. [IHeil MsTh, HaBepHOE, HEe pa3roBapuBak. A OOJIbIIE U HEe
BCIIOMHIO.

Jlexcuii ocMenBaeTcsl, a MHE TaK CTPaHHO MPEeICTaBIATh [lapcasis mpupeBHOBABIIMM Jpyra K
JIEBUOHKE, WJIM HE JIABIIIMM TTOKATAThCS Ha BesuKe. M Tak Terio B ayine.

— Ilotom ero 3abpaiu... {1 ke u3-3a Hero B 3alIUTY MOMIEN, — JOOABJISET THUXO.

— A y MeHsI HUKOTJa He OBbLIO TaKUX Jpy3eid, — B3IbIXal0.

— Tenepb ecTb, — OTBEYAET CEPLE3HO.

[MonaBimck mopbiBy 0OHMMAaI0, JIeKcHii Ha HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUI NIPYKMMAaeT MeHs K cebe,
NOMJIaKUBAS 10 CIIUHE.

— Yaca nontopa npolio, — NOrIsiApBaeT Ha conHile. He 3Halo, Kak OH TYT MOXET OpUEHTHPO-
BaThCsl, 51 HE yMeI0, 2 BHYTPEHHHUE OIIYIICHUsI CKavyT, OyITO BPEMs COBEPIIICHHO HEOTHOPOIHOE: HEe
TO BEYHOCTb IpOJIeTeNa, He TO JIUIIb MUT.

— I'me Tlycs? — crioxBaTeIBaOCh, YTO-TO HE BUIHO. Bpone HeaBHO Opojniia BOKPYT, BaJsLIach
B TpaBe, a yKe JbIMYAThIii XBOCT HE MEJIbKAEeT MOOIM30CTH.
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TJIABA UYETBEPTA4

Hosaus

— Xopomwo, [lenn X0Th €€ He MpeaoKuIa IepeuMeHoBaTh, — yemexaercs Jlekcuii. — Bpsa nm
KOIIIKA OIIEHMJIa OBl

Oo6xoguT (bepToH, BHUMATETBHO OnIsiAbiBasich. 30y Ilycio, mouemy-To HapacTaer maHuka. 51
Be/lb 3Bepsl BE3y, MJIO JIM YTO EMY B I'OJIOBY CTPEJIBHET, KOILIEK BOH BOOOIIIE B 3aKPbITBIX KOP3UHAX
MepeBO3T, UTOOI He cOeskau!

— He nepexwuBail, oHa ymHMIa, — ycriokausaeT Jlekcuit. — Iloiny, noxaniyi, mporyJsioch
HaBctpeuy I1... Tlone. [ToOyap B pepToHeE.

— 4 ¢ ToOo¥! — BOCK/IMIIAIO, CHAETh TYT W TPBHI3Th HOITH, YMHpasi OT BOJHEHWs, BOOOIIE
yxacHo! — Ioxamnyicra!

— Jlyume 3neck moOyp, Tede oracHo.

— Bcé paBHO 6€3 Bac He CIIPaBIIIOCh, A TaK. ..

— CnpaBuibcs, — OTBEYaeT cepbe3HO. — Jlaxke He Aymai, Thl CO BCEM CIIPABUILIBCA.

Banpixato, xotenock Ob1 Beputh. Ho ero cioBa npuaaloT HEMHOTO BOMHCTBEHHOTO HACTPOSI.

— Tsl HOKya XOUeIIb «IPOrYAATHCS»?

— B ropon 3axonuts He Oyny, — yBepsieT.

— Torna upém BMecTe, — OTBEYAI0 PELLIUTENBHO.

Jlexcuii ¢ COMHEHMEM OIJIsABIBAETCS Ha OypMyJIOB, MOCIIE MOXKXUMAET IUIeYaMU — MOJI, UTO C
TOOOI MozieNaelb. 3aTArMBAET YIPsKb, HAMAThIBAET HA JIEBYIO PYKY KHYT, KOTOPbIM [TOT'OHSLJT )KUBOT-
HBIX, [TPABOH IOCTAET OIMH U3 CBOMX MAPHBIX KMHXKAJIOB. 1 Kak-TO 3TH jKeCTHI 3aCTaBIIsIET cOOpaThCH,
OCTaBUTb 103a/I CTPaXH, HACTPOMBILKUCH Ha IPEOIOIEHNE BO3MOKHBIX HEITPUATHOCTEN.

Criermm yepes 3apociiv — 371€Ch, B OKPECTHOCTSAX TOPOAA HE CTOJIb HEMPOXOAUMBIE, CKOJIb XOTe-
JI0ch OBl, 3aTO U MEPEABUTaThCS HE CIMIIKOM Tskeno. [Ipubnmxkaemes k jopore, Tak, YToObl HAaC He
OBLIO 3aMETHO, HO CaMM MOIJIM 3a Hell HaOmoaaTh. Kakoe-T1o Bpems Tormaem B1omib. Bapyr cryTHHK
OCTAHABJIMBAET, IPUBCTAET HA LIBIIIOYKH, MbITASCh BBIIVIAHYTh U3-3a BETBEU.

— Yo Tam? — 1menyy, MHe BOOOILE HUYETro He BUJIHO.

— OsxuBJIEHME KAKOE-TO, — TaK K€ TUXO oTBevaeT. — [lomoxau 3aeck.

KuBaro MalmHaabHO, XOTS CMIETh B KyCTaX, U3 KOTOPBIX HEBO3MOXKHO HUYETO PACCMOTPETH,
KaK-TO COBCEM HE XOUETCH.

Jlekcuil OCTOPOKHO MpOOMpaeTcsi BIEpEN, MOAyMaB, HANpPABISIOCh 32 HUM, CTapasich He
LTyMETb.

BHeszanHo yen gocTuraer XonogAuid KpoBb 3ByK — HE TO BOILIb, HE TO BOM, IIPOHOCUTCH,
BUOpUpYs, poHUKas B camoe cepaue. [Tycs!

Jlexcuii Opocaercst Briepén, HapoOIOM CKBO3b KYCTAPHHMK, PBYCh 32 HUM. BeTBu xieniyT mo
JIMLLYy U PyKaM, KOTOPBIMH €ro NpUKpbiBalo. Co BCEro pa3maxa Bpe3aloCch B CIIMHY OCTAHOBUBILETOCS
CITyTHHKA.

— Yro Tam? — niemnvy, BhIVIABIBAIO U3-3 HETO.

— 3aBapyxa.

Ha nopore HECKOJIBKO YeNIOBEK CTONIIIIMCH BOKPYT KPBITON MOBO3KHM, 3aNpsLKEHHON OypMy-
JIOM. BBIKpHMKHBAIOT, HEMOJIOJON U3BO3UMK OTBEYAET, CIOBHO OTKA3bIBAETCS OT YEr0-TO — OTCIONA HE
pa3o0parth.

OrnspIBalOCh B MOMCKAX KOIIKH, U TYT KaK TYT HACTUTAeT elIé OIMH BOMHCTBEHHBIH, IIPOOU-
patormit pelk. Ha Criensix, MOMHUTCA, OHAa TUXO Halajana, a 9TUX, OXOXe, pemmia pacmyrars. 1
npaB/a, BCE 3aMUPAET, B PAAax CTOJNMBIIMXCS TyBCTBYETCS ClIaOMHA.

Kak tam lapcanb yumi. OLIeHUTh TPOTUBHUKA.
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[TpucMarpuBaioch, MBITAIOCH IEPECYUTATH — MHE BUIHBI BOCEMb, HO BO3MOKHO, €I1I€ HECKOJIBKO
HAXOJISITCS C JPYrod CTOPOHBI MOBO3KH. OETHI MO-TIPOCTOMY, TOJBKO CY/Isl IO JBVIKSHUSIM, BPSIJT JI
ropoxkane. Eciiv He BOUHBI, TO OaHIUTHL. Bpoie Obl My KUYMHBI, XOTSI HEKOTOPBIX MOKHO MPUHSTH U
3a TIepeoIeThIX KeHIUH. TéMHbIe OpIOKH, TEMHBIC TIOTHBIE pyOaxy, BHICOKUE CAIlOrH, Ha TOJIOBAaX TO
JIM TOJICTBIE IIAITKH, TO JIM TOHKHME IIIeMbl. leTanu orciofa cioxHo paccMotpetsb. Hy xots Crienbix
He 3aMeTHO, yke paayeT. Ho ¢ Humu 1Boe Ha OypBasisx !

Bce ornsapiBaloTCss HACTOPOKEHHO.

Bwmecrte ¢ TpeThUM PBIKOM U3-32 IEPEBBEB C IPYrOil CTOPOHBI JOPOTH BbIJIETAET TEMHAS MOJIHHUS.
ITyca!

Nnm we [yca?

[Tycst gpiMuaTo-cepasi, ¢ OeIBIMU JIAIKaMA U MOPIIOYKOM, a STOT OIPOMHBIN 3Bepb CMOTPHTCS
MOYTU YEPHBIM!

[lemme pasneraioTcs BpacChllIHYI0, CTAPUK, TO JIM CO CTPaxy, TO JIM MOMEHTA JOXKUAAJICS — IEP-
raeT BOXOKH, TOHYKas, XJiemet 6eHoro Oypmysa o 6okam. Tot pe3Bo Opocaercs Briepé/, OCTaBIIss
M03a/11 KCITYTaHHBIX 3aXBaTYNKOB.

JIBoe Ha OypBaIsiX, COPHEHTHPOBABIINCH, PBYTCS CJIeI0M. JIeKcuil mpuaep:KMBaeT MeHs, pas-
BOPAUMBAETCS U MUHUTCS BJIOJb IOPOTY HA3aJ1, BCJIEH YHOCSIIEHCS MTOBO3KE.

— Yt0 310 OBUIO? — MBITAIOCH AOTHATH JIa CIIPOCUTh THXO, HO OH JIWIIb IMOXUMAET IJICUaMH,
pacuminas myTb. CHOBa IPUTOPMAaKHMBAET.

Toto Gectrio! JIBoe Ha OypBasisiX 3aCTHIBAIOT, CIIOBHO HE MOTYT JIBUHYTBCS, a C3a/IM HUX Ha
JOpOre CTOUT OrpOMHAsI KOUIKA.

MenjieHHO, OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasich HE TpHUBJIEKaTh HEHY)KHOTO BHHUMAHUs, MPOOMpaeMcs
nanpire. [ToBo3ka yxe MenpKaeT BOajau, He JorHath. [IpoxoauM 3acThIBIIMX BCAJIHUKOB — TOYHEE,
3aCTHIBIIMX OypBajiei, BCAJHUKN HAa HUX BIIOJTHE XHMBbIC U 3TOMIHE !

O60paunBaloCch, y KOIIKU CBEPKAIOT I71a3a, HeA0OPO TaK, 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIE, 3EIEHO-CHHUM.

— Toby Th1, Kpbliieit yepes 3a00p! — HEBHATHO pyraeTcs JIeKcuil, OCTAHOBUBIIIMCH M TOXKE pas-
[JISIBIBAst CKYJIBIITYPHYIO TPYIITAPOBKY.

BypBanu BApyr pa3BopauMBaIOTCs, U, TIOJI THEBHBIE PYraTelIbCTBa U THIYKU MSTKAMU BCAHU-
KOB, Pe3BOM PHICIION MPHITYCKAIOT 00paTHO K Haamucu «O00JbC», 32 KOTOPOU BUIHEIOTCS OYePTaHUS
TOPOJICKUX JIOMOB.

— MeHTanbHBIN MpUKa3? — Memyy, paccMaTpuBasi, Kak KOIIIKA OTPSIXUBAETCS U TOPIIO YCTPEM-
JI€TCA BIEPEN, BIOTOHKY ITOBO3KE.

OrnsapIBaloch, HAMEPEBASICh PACCMOTPETh PEaKIIMI0 IPUTUXIIEH TOMIIBI, HO HA JOPOTre, Kpome
JBYX CKBEPHOCJIOBSIIIIUX BCAJHUKOB, YK€ HUKOTO.

—9ro0 [lyca? — cnpaimsaio, cepalie rOBOPUT — J1a, OHA, OJHAKO AaHUKEP-Pa3yM KeJIaeT IOCKO-
pee cOeskarh, OKa CTPAITHOE KMBOTHOE HEe OOpATUIIO Ha HAC CBOE IPO3HOE BHUMAHME.

Jlexkcuil nojxkumaeT mjievamu:

— JlaBaii HEMHOTO MPOUJEM.

— I'me xe [eran? — 6opmouy HepBHO. — Celiyac ciofia emnié ropofackas cTpaxka coOexurcs, 1a u
BOOOIIIE Takast IBHAS MPUMETA. .. Be[lb HABEPHSIKA MPOBEPHUTH 3aXOTHIT.

— Hapo yesxkartb, — cormnamaercs Jlekcuid, emé Kakoe-To BpeMsi UAET BIOJIb JOPOTH, MOciie
CBOpauMBaeT B Jiec. — Thl paBa, HEKOTAa KAATh.

- Ho...

He mory HaiiTi BO3pakeHMiA, [IOHUMAI0, YTO OCTaBaThCsl CAUIIKOM oracHo. U [lenn 6pocuthb
He Mory. U eciiu He Oporry — Toraa notepstio lapcans ¢ Paem.

Jlexcuii Momya yorpaeT KMHXaJl B CKPEIIMBAIOIIMECsS HOXKHBI, CIIEIMAIBHO 3aKPETVIEHHbIC Ha
TMOSICHUIIE, TIOJT KypTKOW. BepéT MeHs 3a pyKy, BHIMCKHMBAs HallpaBjieHue K (pepToHy. 3aKycHB ryoy,
CIIEIly 32 HUM.

— Hapnerocs, Ilycs e€ nailaér, — menuy, JIekcuii KUBaeT Tak xe MojJa.
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3a JiepeBbsIMU yKe CIBIITHBI TO(BIPKUBAHUS U TIepeliaruBaHysi OypMyJIOB, MOH CITyTHUK TIPH-
TOPMaKMBAET, HAOMIOAET HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUIA.

— Yucro Bpojie, — cooOIIaerT.

Boixonut nepBeiM, CHOBA I0CTaB OpYykHe U ocMaTpuBasich. [lepexkaaB uyTok, Crienty 3a HUM.

— JlaBail BHYTpb, — TOBOPHT, Oepsl JKUBOTHBIX B TIOBOJ. — BhiBely Ha Oojiee-MeHee OTKpPhIToe
MECTO H...

3aKOHUUTH HE JAET TpecK BeToK. JIekcuit 06opaunBaeTcst CTpEMUTENLHO, B3MaXUBAeT KUHKa-
JIOM.

— Ilenu! — B3gpIXato ¢ oOerdyeHrem, Opocaich K Hell. PasrisaabiBaio.

KoskaHast kypTka pa3zofipaHa, OpIOKH TepernavykaHbl He TO B MyKe, He TO B KAKOM-TO TIOPOIIIKE,
Ha pyKax CCaJIvHbl, NIO/ICOXINAs [aparHa Monepek meku. Eme u npuxpambiBaer.

— Yro ciyuniocs?!

— Ilotom, — oTBEUaeT KOPOTKO. — bexum.

Heyxemu basup?! Xouy cnipocuts, HO [leHM Tak CMOTpHT, 4TO HE pHUCKYI0. Jlo Yero xe 31o
O0JILHO, HaBEpHOE. . .

be33ByuHOI 4€pHOI MOJIHMEN U3 KYCTOB BBITTPHITMBAET T'MraHTCKast KBasuKolka. Kak-to Herno-
HSATHO OTPSXUBAETCS Ha X0y, MPUOOpeTasi MPUBBIUHBIC THIMYATO-OeIIbie IIBETA.

[Nenu ycTpemisiercs: K Hell, OOHMMaeT:

— Mos# eI XOpomas, — menyer, ITycsa Mypkaer 10BOJIBHO.

— B noBo3ke npsitanack? — cnpammBaet Jlekcuil, youpast KUHkal oOpaTHO 1mof KypTKy. [lenu
KUBAET:

— IIpuIiocs NnpeiraTh Ha XOL4Yy.

— JlaBaiiTe ckopee BHYTpb, — KOMaHayeT Jlekcuid.

3adupaemcs B epton, [Tycsa knanér ronopy [leHenmuu Ha KOJMEHH, Ta TIOTJIAKUBAET, CAKYCh
psioM, Toxke nouéchiBast 3a yxoM. Huuero cebe, koTéHka 3aBesna. Jla Kak ke HUKTO He 3aMeTuJI, Ha
4yT10 OH criocoden? Haxe Cnenbie?!

— Hy uto Tam? — unTepecyioch TUX0, Moka Jlekcuid OCTOPOKHO BEAET MOJ y3/1LIbl )KUBOTHBIX,
poBojIsi (PEPTOH MEX AEPEBbSIMHU K OTHOW U3 MPOCETOYHBIX JIOPOT, MOAAJIbIIE OT OCHOBHOM.

— 3acana, — KopoTko otBeuaet [leHu.

Jlekcuii 3arisiipiBaeT B okouiko, ciymas. Ho momuut. Toxe momuy, xay, [leHu, B3AoXHYB,
MPOJIOJIKAET:

— Ha ycnosnenHoit noure... 3aMeTuia, Kak 3TOT, KOTOPbIA BBIJAET MUCbMA, MO KOMY-TO
3Hak. Ene cOexana, yac mo ynmuiam rorsum. YesoBek JiecsaTh, enié nBoe Ha OypBayisax, HO Crenbix
cpeny HUX He ObLIO.

KwuBaro, g cTOIBKO ke HacuMTaja.

— 3alpanach B MOBO3KY, AyMalia, YaacTcs BHIOpAThCsl M3 ropoia, HO Kak-TO y4ysUld, yKe Ha
BBIXOJI€ OCTAHOBUJIU.

— MEI BuIen, — OTBEYAIo.

— IIpoctn, JIu. 5 ve gymana, 4to OH...

Oo6HnMaro:

— MoxeT, MUChbMO TePeXBaTUIIN? — MBITAIOCH TIONOOIPUTH.

— Mozker, — cornaiaercs, He 3Halo, BEpUT JI cama.

— He noxoxu OHM Ha UMIIEPCKUX, — CHOBA IMOBOPAYMBAETCS K OKOIIKY JIeKkcuil.

— [epeonenucey? — ¢ coMHeHneM cripaimmBaet [leHu, XoTs, 3aueM city)x0am uMmIeparopa rnepe-
oneBaTbesa? HaoObopoT, B ux popme KaxkIplii ©IM MOMOYB 0OsI3aH.

— Ecnu He umniepatop, Torna KTo? — CpalimBaro.

— DX, BEpHYThCS OBl J1a IOPACCIIPOCUTD, — XMBbIKaeT JIEKCHA, 3arTpbiriBast Ha O0yUYOK.

Hapcanwv

— Ioems, [Tapcanb.
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B ronoce Caiiepa He mpockOa — mpukas. Ho s gake He OTKpbiBaio 71a3. 3auem? Bce€ paBHO
HUYEro He BUKY.

B crniuny Bpe3zaetcst Kopa JiepeBa, y KOTOporo crky. [IpuBasibl Terneps pa3 B CyTKH, TOOIN30CTH
OT CeNIeHWH, Kya JBOe XOAAT MeHATh OypBajiedl M MOKymnaTh MpoayKThl. ['opsvas ena Toxke pas B
CYTKH — OCTaBIIMECS Y KOCTPa BapsT.

B ropona He 3ae3xkaem, HO MYMM I10 TJIaBHOM fopore. Pa3a B 1Ba, eciu He B TpH, ObICTpee, YeM
MMIEpPaTOPCKUI KOPTEKX.

— Th1 xe He Xo4uelb, YTOObl TeOs KOPMUJIM HACHIIBHO? — HacTauBaeT Caiep.

Moii nipesent — Mecsll, 1 10 Hero enié gajneko. Ho ¢ pagocTeio mpuommky.

— 3aueM? — NOKUMAIO TUICYAMHU.

— MHe Hy)HO J0Be3TH TeOsl IO TPaHMIIBI U MepeaTh B LEJOCTH U coxpaHHocTU. U 51, Paym
TMOZIEPU, CBOM JIOJIT UCTIOJHIO.

— Jlo rpanutpl? — HeI0yMeBalo.

— Tam Hac BCTPETAT NPeCTABUTETLHULL IoBaHa, ¥ THI yKe CTAHEITh He MOEi TOIOBHO# G0ITBIO.

— W Cnenbie He nipociieasiT?

— ComHeBawoch, 4to y Te0s OyIeT BO3MOKHOCTh cOekaTh. 3a TOOOW MPUIILTIOT KAaKOK-TO CIie-
LMAJIbHBIM SKPAHUPYIOIINI IPaBUKAP.

— Nmnieparop aaBHO 310 3aymMan? — 00pMOYy €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MPUXOAUT HA YM.

— 41 He MOCBALIEH B IJIaHBI UIMIIEPATOPA, — CYXO OTBEYAET.

— He GouTcst, uyTo MOs ciiia MoNaeT B pyKH BparaMm? — yCMeXaloch KpPUBO, MO-TIPEKHEMY He
MOHMMAsI UMITEPCKUX TOOYKICHHIA.

Xody cipOCUTb O TOM, UTO OOJIbIIIE BCETO TPEBOXKUT, U He periatoch. Kaxercsi, mponsHecEéHHbIe
BCJIyX CTpAIIIHBIE CJIOBA OTHUMYT Yy MEHS JJaske BOCIIOMHHAHUE O CHHEM CBETe.

Caiiep MOYHMT KaKOe-TO BpeMs M BAPYT J00aBJIsET:

— B Xanpam nonoxuiu o TBoei MOMNbITKE U TaRHOM TeXHUKe. MimnepaTop ¢ BEpXOBHBIM aTa-
yPBaHOM, TOBOPSAT, JOJITO COBEIATNCh. HO MOCTaHOBHIIN, UTO M3MEHHTH yXKe HUUero Hemb3s. Mmrie-
parpuiia mpomnana.

— Ilponana? — nemsiock 3a caMoe BakHOE.

— Ioemn, dapcaib, — HacToitunBo npeiaraet Caitep. Illantaxupyer.

— PacckasbiBaii, — oTBEYal0, MPUHUMAsI MUCKY C JIOKKOW. Caiiep cieuT, Kak 6epy B poT Kairy
C MSICOM — OLIYIIIAI0 €T0 B3MJIsA Jaxe yepe3 OJOKMPOBKY. JKIET, MOKa caesnai HECKOIbKO TTIOTKOB.

— JTymaio, MMIepatop TIOKpBIBAeT TOOOI Kakoii-To onr Vosany. Takoii CHIION JeHCTBHTEIBHO
He pa30pachIBaIOTCS.

— Xouer BepHyTh Mapuca? — nipeamnosarar.

— 3to MHe HemsBecTHO. Ho, ecri Tebe MHTEpECHO MOE MHEHHe, AyMalo, JOJT KaK-TO CBS3aH
C UMIIepaTpuUIIeH.

He nonumaro. Ho ropazno Baxknee apyroe. [loBopaunBaioch K HeMy, €1IE U [J1a3a OTKPbIBAIO.
He 3Ha10, Kak OHM BHIITIAAST Oe3 oMaa. [laxe He MOMHIO, KakoW y HUX ObUT paHbliie iBeT. Ho meITaioch
CKBO3b OJIOKMPOBKY HAIIlyNaTh B3IJISIA U, TO-MOEMY, YTO-TO €/1Ba YJIOBUMO 33/IEBaI0.

— Emb, Japcans. Mbl HE MOKEM NOABECTH UMIIEPATOPA.

IMonumaro. Cam Takum Obut. A Caiiep u BoBce U3 JTMYHOro oTpsiia. Ho MHe-To yke Kakoe 10
3TOro Aeso?

— 4 monBEN umrieparpuily, — OTBEYAIO.

— 3HAYMT, Tl JEUCTBUTEJILHO HE 3HAENID?

— He 3Hnato yero?

— MHue nopyuwmin paccipocuth Te0s1 akkypatao. Ho cyzst o Tomy, 4to st BUzen. . .

Omnyckalo JIOXKY, CMOTPIO Ha HEro, yx Kak mory. He urpait co MHoi. Pemmn pasroBapusars —
roBopu. A Her... JINYHO A CBOM AOJITM UMIIEPATOPy AABHO OTAal. Tenepb OH 3310JKal MHE.
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[TycroTa, mpokurasiasi Bce 3TH JHH, 3aroHseTcs Kaxaou Mmectu. IlocienHue mecsis s
XOPOIIIO HAay4YHJICs TPUKpPbIBaTh SMormu. Hajetocs, u ceffuac Mx He YBUIAT. A METKU y MEHsI OTO-
Opasii — TaM TOXKe BPsAJI JIU 4TO CpaboTaer.

Kpome onnoii. MammmHansHO POBOXKY pyKoi o ropity. OHa Toke neakTuBrpoBaHa. He 3Haio,
T10 KAaKO MPUYMHE € He YHUUTOXUIN HacoBceM. U 3HaTh He Xouy.

JKaxia BBISICHUTD, UTO cIydmsioch ¢ Hoanumeid, Bo Bcex MOApOOHOCTSIX, KTO BUHOBEH, CILjIe-
TEHHAsI C AUKOM, HeOOY3JaHHOM Ha/IeK /101 HEU3BECTHO HA YTO, MOJHAMAETCS U3 IIyOUH, U3 CaMbIX
HVKHUX CJIOEB OMaa.

— OHU nonaraioT, Thl JOJKEH 3HaTh, KAKUM 00pa3oM UMIIEpaTpHILIe YAAIOCh YIUTH OT ClernbIX.
VYpoBHS MacTepcTBa TBOETO Apyra He J0CTaTOYHO JJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI MOJTHOCTHIO MEPEKPOUTH YEThIpe
ayphl.

— Yetbipe? — HegoyMeBamo. Jla 1 Kak BOOOIIE BOBMOKHO «IIEPEKPOUTh» XOTsI Obl OMHY ?!

— Ipepnaraio gorosop. [Io rpanuisl Mbl foOupaeMcsi Oe3 MPOKCIIECTBUA. A Mepe TeM, Kak
nepeaarh Tes KeHIMHaM VoBaHa, s paccKashIBalo TO, 4TO U3BECTHO MHE.

— 1 He BUKY TBOW OMaa, — OTBEYalo MpayHo. BepuThb He TSHET, ¥ OH 3TO PEKPACHO MOHNMAET:

—V 1ebs Het BbIOOpA, [lapcasib. Be3 MeHs ThI He y3Haelllb, YTO MPOU3OIILIO C UMIIepaTPULIEH.

Caitep 3a0MpaeT MHUCKY M3 PYK Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJJa HAKaThIBAET OCTPOE UYyBCTBO
rosiona. [locieanue THU He XOTEIOCh HUUETO, HO 3Ta 3eMepHast HaIeKa. .. BIPYT UM yIaoch cOe-
Katb? BApyr s Kak nociaeqHUN Aypak CHOBA YIIYCTHJI CBOM IIaHC?

Ho nouemy oHa Torga He OTKJIMKaiach MHE?

XoTs, y MeHs Belb HACTpOiKa 1o aype. A eciii €€ U3MEHWIH. . .

HeposmoxHo. Ckopee Bcero, MeHsl IpOCTO MbITAlTCs: 0OMaHyTh. Ho maxe paay BEposSITHOCTH
BBISICHUTh TOYHO, YTO MPOU30MLIO ¢ JIuei, s TOTsHy 10 9TOM YEPTOBOM IPAHUIIBL.

BepnyTs Mucky He npoury. He noxnémbcs.

Ha nonsxe oxuBieHne — npuBesu cBexux Oyppajeid. [IpukuapiBaio, YTo CMOTy CIesaTh, HO
Ha MHE TeTlepb MOCTOSIHHO HAJIOKEHHAs! CETh M, HABEPHOE, BpEMEHHbIE METKH OTpsijia.

— JlaBaii He oeiem B Vosan, Jlapcaiib, — BCXJIMIBIBAET HA YXO TOJIOC MOeit HouHo# Mapsl. Hazio
e, JABHO He BUJIENHCh. — TaM Tak TspKeso rnepeiBUurarhes!

— Otkar? — 6opmouy, kKTo-T0 U3 CJIerbIX HACTOPOKEHHO MPHUCTYIITUBACTCSI.

— 4 ne otkar, dapcanb, — B3apixaetT OBUHUSL.

— lIuza? — xmeikaw. Y Bcex ClienbIX OTKAThl KaK OTKAThI, M TOJIBKO Y MEHsI KaKOK-TO OpejI.

Crou omMaa BAPYT paccTyNaloTCsi, MPUHUMAs], TPOBATMBAIOCH KAK-TO MTHOBEHHO U Cpa3y — e/1Ba
yCTIeBalo 3aKphIThcs. becoBa OIOKMpPOBKA MeIaeT, HO MpaBa CKPbITh OTKAT Y MEHsI HUKTO HE OTHU-
MaJl.

— JaBHO mopa, — menectut OBUHMS. A Beb U NIPaB/a, Mocje HEYJaYHO! MOMBITKY 1modera s
ObLT B TAKOM CTYIIOpE, YTO JJake B OTKAT He cBaymwics. [axe mocne npuvenenus Tenu. He 3Hato,
CKOJIBKO YacoB TYTIO TSUTAJICA B CUHIOI TycToTy. Henoctuxumo.

— OtBaH, — Oypuy, ¢ 60JIE3HEHHOW TOCKOM BCMIOMMHAS, Kak e€ oTroHsuia Hoamus. He 6osutack
Bellb. ..

— He nayio B Vosan, Japcab, TaM s Tebs He Haiimy! — npocuT OBUHMSA B TOPAYEUHOM Opey.

— U cnaBa Paymy, — oTBeualo, MeHbIIle BCEro Xo4eTcsl BUIeTh ceiiuac 1edsi. — Ha peke Beqb Thi
ObL1a? — BCIIOMUHAIO.

— He s!

IMoxumaro rreyaMu, oy K Oecam.

— MHe He 10 3araJiok, — Xpurumo. Hajo ke Obl10 cBaMTHCS UMEHHO ceifuac, okaszarh Caiiepy
cBOIO c1abocTh! Bripouem, cam OH cpa3y ke Mmociie Moed IOMMKH CBAJIIJICS. Y CMeXalch MPavHo.

— Hapcans! — BexnmmnbiBaeT OBHHUS, BCEIZIa yMesla UrpaTh Ha MOMX SMOLUSIX, MapIIMBKA.

— He xouens B Vosan — Haitau Hosammio! — OTMaxmBaloch, IIpUCTaa TyT.
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OBuHMSA 3aMOJTKaeT 1 OyaTo qaxe ucde3aer. C TOCKON N3MEPSIIo ITyOHHY MaIeHN s — yCTaIOCTh
CKOBBIBAeT JBMKCHUSI U MBICJIH, & BeJlb ¢ Ha MIOBEPXHOCTh BHIOMPATHCHI.

N k 6ecam? Ocratbest TYT?

Pazmeurancs. Yto-To CHU3Y MOATATKUBAET, OIIYIIAI0 HEJOBOIbHYIO TeHb, Ta€KUN OTTOIOCOK
B3110xa OBUHUM U TIOYEMY-TO B3I Mupus.

— Kak BBl lo1ycTim 310, 9p? — CRKUMAIO KYJIaKH, HO OCTaloch Oe3 OTBeTa.

[Tpuxoxy B ceOsl Ha BBDKKEHHOM TATaKe 3eMJIM, B3MOKIIUK U 10 OTBPAICHUsT OCIAOEBIIIHIA.
OcraTKu OfIeK bl UCTIIEBAIOT; MOX0XKE, KOPY JiepeBa TOXKe MPUXBATHII OTHEM.

W 3ammra, napoBaHHast APYroM, TAe-TO McYe3/a, BMeCTe ¢ HaJekKJI0W UCIIONb30BaTh €€ mpu
HeoOxonumocTu. [IpoOyio HalynaTe B KapMaHax IMapyK, J1a BUIAMO BbITAJT IaBHO.

— Ha, noneit u nepeonenbcsi, — noHocurcsi rojgoc Caiiepa, B PyKy ThIUETCS MPOXJIAAHAS
OyTbUTb. — VI Tak CHIIBHO 3a/IepKaTUCh, IIOpA HATOHSATh.
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I'JIABA ITATAA

Hosaus

CMOTpIO Ha KOIIIKY, Pa3MBIIUISI0, HEYKEJIM OHA MOXET LIBET MeHATh ? VI mpocTo n3masanach,
crienyaabHo? B meln, 3emie, 307te. ..

[Tycst MypuuT 1ofi pyKoii, Kak HU B 4EM He ObIBAJIO.

— Yt0 c HOro#? — 000paunBaIOCh K MOApYTE.

[lenn ormaxuBaeTcs, MOPIIUTCS.

— Hano 3aexarp Kyna-HUOYAb 3a JIeKapCTBaMU, — TOBOPIO, C TOCKOM BCIIOMHHAsI BCE, UTO MPH-
Besna u3 Mosana. 3aech nornpoOyii Haiiii. Hy XoTh OMHT /1a yem rope3bl 00padoTaTh, JOTKHBI ObITb.

— YyTh no3xe 3aenem, nogaibiie or Odonbca, — OpocaeT B okoiko Jlekcuil.

OT rosozia xeJyJIoK coBceM cBoauT, MomuumM. Hano v mon6Gonputs [enu, na cu Het. Y moHu-
Malo €€, M1 He MOT'y He JlymMaThb, YTO HACTOJIbKO 3a/epKanuch u3-3a basupa!

Hakonern, Jlekcuii KoMaHyeT MpHBaj, BBI3BIBACTCS CaM 3arisiHYTh B CeJeHHe MOOIM30CTH,
ocrasiisis Hac ¢ [lenn y ¢peproHa.

Beuepeer. Cobupaem npoBa, ycrpanBaeM KOcTép. Caxych Ha 3eMJTI0, TPEI0Ch, CMOTPIO B OTOHb.
BcnomuHaiw BeE, 4TO CIy4rIIoch B MOCEIHUE MECSALIBL, pa3 32 Pa30M IbITAIOCh JOKpUYaThes 10 ap-
cas.

He 3ameuato, B kKakoii MOMEHT OT'OHb BAPYT CTAHOBHUTCSI OOJIbIIIE, CUIIbHEE, pa3ropaeTcst BOKPYT,
X04y KPUKHYTh, HO HE MOJTy4aeTcs Aake OTKPbITh POT — OIIYILAIO TOJIBKO Kap M Maalo, Najam Kyga-
TO.

«Omna3npiBaere! — pa3zgaércs coceM psaom. — [ocnemmm ! »

OrnsagpIBaoCh, NbITACh MOHATh, KTO TOBOPUT, T'OJIOC HEOKHUIAHHO 3HAKOMBIN.

— Jlana! Yo ¢ To60it! — 30BET [leHn oTKyaa-To M3/1aIeKa, CBepxy, He MOry pa3o0parhbCs, 4To
MIPOUCXOIMT.

[Tpuxoxy B ceOs1 OT XOJIOAHOTO NMPUKOCHOBEHHUSI, B3parkBai. Bo pry mepecoxio, s3Ik ele
IIIEBEJIUTCS.

— JIu... yTO crpsaciock? — oKa3bplBaeTcs, JIEKCHil yxke ycrnena BepHYThCS, CMOTPUT TPEBOXKHO,
JEPKUAT MOU IIJIEUH.

— IIutp, — XpUILTIO, TYT ke MOJAET OYTHUIKY BOBL. JKaTHO BHITITUBAIO UyTh HE MOJIOBUHY.

— Kakas 1ol ropsiuas... y te0s xap? — nepexunaeT [lenu, nprukacaercs ko J0y — e€ JIaJIoHb
KakeTcs JIeISTHOM.

— Iloxoxe. .. Ha OTKaT, — yauBJIEHHO OopmoyeT Jlekcuil. — Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— Moxer... ato y Hapcana? — npeanonarato. — Mue kaxercs, s cipbimana O...

Ocexkaroch, Jlapcaiib Belb HUIKOMY O HeW He roBopwJl, 3Haet Jin Jlekcuii? [la 1 He yBepeHa HU
B 4éM. MOXeT, JelCTBUTEBHO PUBUIEIOCh YTO-TO B TOPSTYKE.

— 1 msca ¢ ceipoM Kynwl, XJ1e0a Mmevy€Horo, Haslo moectb. bypmysiaM HEMHOTO OBca, a TO Ha
TpaBe Jajieko He yckadyT. Tol kak? OTHecTH B (pepTOH?

— Bosne kocTpa nocuxky. ..

— W wago vorow Ilenn 3a"HgaThCA.

— INomu, — mmnur Ienun. — ¢ cama. dare Tebe onesno?

[Noxkumaro rieyamu, MokKa kapko, HO Bcs ofiexk1a Mokpast. CKOpo MEP3HYTh HAUYHY.

Jlekcuii MOHMMAaET NPAaBUJIBHO, U TOKa [1eHn cMa3biBaeT CBOM CCaAMHBI, BBIHOCUT U3 (hepTOHA
ofiesiyio. 3aBOpayrBaeT MeHsl, )KYPUT, YTOOBI He chesia Ha XOJIOIHOM 3emJe, noMmoraet [lenu nepe-
OUHTOBATh HOTY — FOBOPUT, MOXOXe Ha pacTsikeHue. [locne pasmensier Ha Bcex ey, MPOTITrUBaeT
HaM HaIlli JTOJIH.

— Pacckaxemn? — nmopcaxknsaercs Ilenn. Ioxnmaro mieuamm:

— MsI onazgsiBaem. [I... bep, HaBepHOe, yxe gajieko Baepeand. Mbl ero He IOrOHUM. . .
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ITpITatock MPOIJIOTUTH XOTh KYCOUEK, HO B TOPJIE CTOSIT TOJIBKO CJIE3BI.

— Jloronum, — otBevaeTt Jlekcuil. — PacckaspiBaid, YTO MPOU3OIILIO.

— He yBepena. MHe kaxeTcs... st moObIBaJIa B ero oTkare. Ho y Hero y:xe MHOToO MecsilieB He
ObL10 oTKaToB! Jlaxe mocie poaoB!

Bexunpigaio, BCIIOMUHASA HAAEKHYIO PYKY, BRITAIMBLIYIO HAac ¢ Paem. YEpTos nmmeparop.

— Kak 3710 B ero orkare? — nogHumaert riasza [lenu.

— 51 He yBepeHa. .. ¥ He yBepeHa, 4To BOOOIIe UMEIO IPABO PACCKa3bIBATh.

— Bo3MoikHO, ceituac He Ta cUTyalusi, Korja Hy)kKHO yTauBaTh MH(OPMAIIUIO?

— Ja, — cornamatocsk. — JlaBaiite cBepuM 3HaHUSI.

bpocaro B3misan Ha Ilenu, Ta otBopaunBaercs:

— Jagaii nonpo6yem. ToNbKO 1 y’Ke COMHEBAIOCh, YTO MOU 3HAHHS BEpHbIC.

Baapixaer. BelTackuBaio U3-1oj ofesiia pyKy, CKAMalo e€ npeamviedse. Kak xe 310 Tsakeno —
COMHEBATLCS B TOM, KOT'O JIIOOUIIIE !

[Nenu kuBaet — Mo, cnacubo, BCE HOPMAJIBHO.

— 4 TyT nymaina, — HaYMHAIO, IOBOPAYMBAIOCH K JIekcuio. — BermiomuHana Baiily nporyJiky.

Jlexcuii moqHUMaeT OpPOBb, HO, TO-MOEMY, TOHUMAET, O KAaKOM MMEHHO MPOTyJIKe pedb.

— Torga, — npoaoIkalo, — UM HEe HAILUIW. .. WJIM HaM He CKa3aJiM, KTO e CTOsLI 3a HallaIeHueM
Ha Bac.

— K yeMy Tl KJIOHMIIIB?

— Ecnu 310 He 1o npukasy umneparopa, JOru4HO MPEOI0KUTh, YTO €CThb e1IE KaKasg-TO CTO-
POHa. .. O KOTOPOM Mbl HUYETO TOJIKOM HE 3HAEM.

— Ilymaeliib, UMEHHO OHM MOTJIM BBIATH Ha basupa? — nogxsareiBaeT Jlekcuit, [lenu, B3apor-
HYB, BCKUbIBAET 71a3a. CMOTPUT ¢ HaJIeXKI0M, HO HA BEPY HE IPUHUMAET:

—V 1ebs ecTb OCHOBaHMSI TaK CUUTATh?

— Ox. He 3nai0, 4t0o Bam U3BECTHO... M... MyXk... B 00IIeM, TaM OblIa Kakas-To 3aryTaHHAs
ucropus. Ero Math ymepia nnpu pogax, M Ha €€ MECTO OTell B3sU1 IOAICTaBHYI0 skeHIMHY. Otel baszupa
ObL1 TnYHBIM CTpaskeM MepBOM, a BTOpasi ero CMEHWIa, OTIIPABUIIA B 3aTOPOIHOE. A Mepell CMEepPThIO
AHJpunMapa OH JIMIIWJICS CUJIBL.

— He mymaemb ke Thl... — 6Gopmouer IleHu, oTBeya pe3ko:

— Hymaro. [Iymaro, Korja M...yxk 000 BCEM y3HaI, M30ABUIICS OT TIOJICTABHOW MaTepu W, BO3-
MO’HO, pellnI OTOMCTUTH OTLy. [lymato, otery basupa nbitancs 3aMTuTh CBOEIO UMIIEPATOPA.

— Ho torpa sp b... — [lenu 3anuHaercs, orisapiBaeTcs, HauMHaw 31UTbesd. Hy KTo Hac Tyt
nozcaymaer? Xots, Crenble MOTYT M 32 HECKOJIBKO KWJIOMETPOB yCiblmaTh. Baapixaio. — OH ObLT
Obl B orase?

— Ecin Crpasku He 3Hasu, KTO CTOUT 32 MOKYIIEHUEM, 3HaYUT, IPOCTO UCTIOIH SN AOJIT, 3allU-
11asi UMIIEpaTopa.

— Tel yBepena? — IleHu cMOTPUT BHUMATEIBHO, MOKUMAIO TUIEYaMU:

— Her, koneuno. Kak st mory 6biTh yBepeHa? U, uecTHO roBopsi, MeHs1 OOJIbITIe BOJTHYET JAPYToe.

Jlenato e HeCKOJIbKO TTIOTKOB BOJIBI, KQKETCsI, COBCEM MPUXOXKY B ceOs1. Yke U eCTh HauMHAeT
xoTeTbesl. MoKpasi ofiekaa HeMpHUATHO JIMIHET K Tesly, HO ofessio 3amuiaer ot xonoga. U Ilyes,
KOTOpast JIOKUTCA C3aU, TPUKHUMASCh K CIIUHE.

— Yt0? — Toponurt Ilenu, Jlekcuii CMOTPUT 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO.

— VMnepaTpulieii cTasa AeByIIKa, KOTOPYIO ToxKe puBesan 13 Mopana. 5 He OHMMAI0, TOYeMy
Tak. Ko MHe npuxoauia e€ MaTh, FOBOpHIIA, €€ MOXUTWIN! 3HAUUT, UMII. .. OH 3apaHee rOTOBWIICA?
Wnm otoOpan ubio-To xkeHy? He Mormm i y He€ octaThbest cBoM ietr? He oT ummnieparopa, Harpumep.

— Vz6aBuBIIMCH OT He€, HeyxXeJH NoImaauan Obl getein? — comaeBaetcs Ilenu. [TpusHathes,
TOE COMHEBAIOCh.

— A uro 3Haete Bbl? Jlekcuii?
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— EcTb npenmnonoxkenue, noyemMy oH ¢ HaMH He CMOT cBsi3atbesl. Eciu y Hero uer Hacrpoiika
Ha aypy, BO3MOKHO, IIPOCTO HE y3HaJ, He 3ameTuil. [loka He yBUIUT, UTO IMEHHO U3MEHWJIOCh, HE
CMOET HallylaTh KOHTAKT.

— Jlaxe eciiu He YBUAMT, MEHTAJIbHAS K€ CBS3b JIOJDKHA OCTaThes?

— $ TonkoM He 3HaI0, KaK JECTBYET UX cBsI3b. OMaa HacTpauBaeTCs Ha aypy.

— Kak 181 ckpbu1 aypel? Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

— 910 He Mos 3aciyra, JIu. Toro, kTo moctaBui Tede 3aMoK. EcTh mipeamonoxeHus?

— Her. 4 He nomH0 ceds no mancuona. Ho wHorma MHe cCHUTCS Kakas-To aBapus. U emg. ..
Oy/TO s IPSAYYCH B TEIIepe.

— U Bot 31010, HaBEepHOE, 3acayra, — [lenn nporaruBaer mwapuk. — MHe Kaxercs, OHO TOXe
CYILIECTBEHHO 3aKpbIBAET HAC.

— Crerble ero He BUIAT, — KMBaw. — Yto oHO Takoe? [TosBUIOCh 3210410 IO TPUJIETa MHOILIA-
HETSIH.

— JlornyHo, Mpex/e 4eM CaMHUM JIeTeTh, OTIPABUTh YTO-HUOYIb. .. HA Pa3BE/IKY, — IIOBTOPSIET
cBoio Teoputo Ilenenus.

— Tebe uto-To M3BecTHO? — cripammBaeT Jlekcuii. — [lapcaib JaBHO MBITAETCS BBISICHUTD, YTO
MpoM30ILIOo ¢ ero oTioM. C Kopadiém.

— 1 3HaI0 TOJIBKO, YTO HE3AJ0JITO JI0 IIPUE3/ia UMIIEpaTOpa, MHOIIAHETSHE Kya-To Jetanu. Hy,
He Bce, HECKOJIKO UesIoBeK. Y HHX Ha Kopallie ObUT MaJeHbKHi 60T, KOTOPBIi MokuHy Aii-HoBan,
a 1ocJjie BEpHyJICs.

— Ortkyaa takast ungopManus? — U3yMJIsIOCh.

— Yr0-TO NpUBE3? — BMECTE CO MHOII cipaimBaeT Jlekcuid.

— Yurana rae-to, — orBevaer [lenu MHe u TyT ke Jlekcuio: — BeposiTHo.

— Opyxue? — npeproaraio.

— Wi 1o, 4To OHU couu opyxuemM. Hackospko s NOHMMal0, MMEHHO I0CIIe 3TOr0 U Ha4alucCh
KOH(DJIUKTHI.

— Bor 661 HaM HaiiTi ero Mamy! Bapyr oHa 10 cux mop npsiyercs re-To B MosaHe? — BOCKIIH-
LA0.

— HagepHnoe, oHa cMoriia Obl 4TO-TO pacckas3arh, — KuBaeT JIekcuid.

Moruy. Jlaxxe eciu Obl HE CMOIJIa, JI0 Yero e MHe XxoueTcs, utoosl [apcanb ¢ Hell yBupaesncs!
Tonbko Kak e€ HalaEb, ecin gaxe Crernble He HAlIUIH.

— TeGe ObI MOPadOTATh C MEHTANIBIIUKOM, — 33 JyMYHMBO CMOTPHUT Ha MeHs JIekcuid.

Bcnomunaio Tepy, nepenépruBatock. [lenn Opocaer Ha HaC KaKOR-TO CTPaHHBINA B3IJISI.

— Co MHOM 3aHUMAaJIach MICUXOJIOT, einié B Mirape, — orBeyato. — He momorsio, Hu4ero He BCoM-
HUJIA.

— MeHTasbIMKHN padoTaIOT ¢ MEHTAJIBHBIMU OJIOKaMU JIydllle, YeM TICUXOJIOTH.

— biiokamu? — myraiochb.

— Hy a 4r0 3710, KaK He 610K ?

— Otkyna? B HoBase ke HET MEHTAJIBIIIKOB?

— Jla 51 e He TOBOPIO, UTO 00s3aTeIbHO KTO-TO BMEIIAJICS, OPraHU3M M CaM MOT YTO-TO 3a0J10-
KrpoBaTh. Ho BCIOMHUTD OBUTO ObI HETLIIOXO.

— WHorga uto-To npodnéckuBaer. .. Hampumep, moyeMy-To KakeTcs, 4To B Teliepe s mpsTa-
nack BMecte ¢ Tepecueid. U ewg. .. s rae-to cibimana uMs Jamap.

— K10 310? — mo6onbircTByeT [leHn.

— Macrep. Oren II... bepa u Mo#l yuurenb, — oTBevaeT JIekcui.

CMOTpIO Ha HETO BOIIPOCUTENBHO, JIEKCUiA TOHMMAET, MOKUMAET I1Ie4aMU B OTBET:

— He 3Ha10. OHM NPOBOAMIIM KaKHe-TO SKCIIEPUMEHTHI C 3aIUTOM, MPOObI UCLIETUTh AEBOYEK
W3BHE, BHIPOBHSIB CHavasa aypy. Bo3MOXHO. .. BO3MOKHO OBbLITM U MOITBITKY CKPBITH aypy OT Clienbix.
4 He B Kypce.
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Bpocato B3risn Ha [leHn, oHa MOTYHT, @ MeHsI BCE OOJIbIIe U OOJIbINE TepP3aeT YCIIbIIIaHHOE B
9TOM HETIOHATHOM «OTKaTe».

— JlaBaiiTe noenem nockopee, a? — mpoiiy. — Bapyr ero Toxxe Ha MalliMHax MoBe3yT?

— YT0OBI OH UM TaM BCIO TEXHUKY TepeioMan? — XMbIKaeT JIeKkcui.

— Emy e crty OJIOKMpOBaJIH. .. — GOpMOYY, IMBITAIOCH TIOAHSITHCS.
BznoxnyB, Jlekcuii 3aceimaeT 3eMJIER KOCTED, UAET K OypMyJiam.
Hapcanv

lonka. CrieriiM, MOYTH HE OCTAHAB/IMBASCh. [ 71e-To Ha MONII0pOre HAC IOTOHSIIOT TPOE 3PSTINX
— B3aMeH TeX IBOMX, KOTOPBIX 51 OOKEr Ha nosisiHe. [IpuBaJioB MUHUMYM.

Kak HeHOpMmasbHBIN %11y oTKata. Be€ nymato, Beap JIus crosbko pa3 Buaena OBUHUIO, a BAPYT,
B TIOpsiIKe Operia, YEPHOU Mape ylacTcs 10 He€ IOCTyJarhesi?

Ho orkar ne npuxonur. [Joxuics.

Hymato. Caiiep 3apoaut HajIexk Ty, 8 BMECTe C Hell OCTpoe COXasleHHe, YTO MO3BOJIUI ceOsI IOM-
Matb. Ho ¢ HEKOTOPBIX TIOp OHA TSKENAs MBIC/Ib CHITbHEE IIPOYMX TEP3aeT, 3aCTaBIsAsl CHOBA U CHOBA
pyrarb ce0si He CAaMBIMH TTPUJINYHBIMH STIUTETAMU.

Haxe ecnmu Obl JIum He crtajio. MHe TeM Oojiee Henb3s caaBaThesa. ECTh TOT, KTO IOKa emné
ropaszjio cinadee e€. KTo HyxgaeTcs B Moeit cuJe.

Koneuno, co Bpemenem Paii npumer snepruio u apyroro Ctpaxa, HO uyeM 3a 3To 3ariatut? A
obGerman um 3amuty. OHa He PoCcTUiIa Obl MHE.

[NocTostHHO MBITalOCh MPOITyNaTh OJOKMPOBKY. HaunHaio pa3nuyars JeHs U HOUb — €1Ba OIILy-
THUMBIMHU CBETOBBIMU MsiTHAMU. OJJTHAM W3 MIEPBBIX B BOCIPHUATHE TOYEMY-TO BO3Bpaniaercs Paym.

W Bcé 310 Bpemsi, MUKPOH 32 MHUKPOHOM TIBITAIOCh MPOJIESIaTh MAJICHBKYIO IBIPOUKY B OKpYXKa-
foumid Mup. Crapaioch He BbIaBaTh HU SMOIMSAMHY, HU JIEUCTBUSMU, MPUCTYIIUBAIOCH K KaKIOMY
JBWKEHUIO, MaJICHIIIEMy BOJHEHHUIO OJIOKMPOBKH.

Ho xoraa npuxonut cmena Caiiepa oTapIxath B (pepTOHE, OH I0BOJIBHO OBICTPO MPOCEKAET:

— Yro 1wl genaemns, dapcainb?

B ronoce nono3penue, MrHOBEHHE Pa3MBILUISIO, HO OH CIIEILUT 3a/ieJ1aTh C TAKUM TPYAOM pac-
YHIIEHHbIE MIJUTUMETPbI BUIUMOCTH.

— Jlait MHE MUHYTY, — IIPOILLY.

— Thl e moHnMmaelb, Jlapcaib.

[Nonnmaro. Yto Obl OH HU AyMaJl JIUYHO, OyIeT UCHIONHSATH IPUKA3.

— Ckaxu. Kak tam Pait. [Toxanyiicra.

Moi4ut, BIIopy OUThCSI TOIOBOM O CTEHY OT 3TOM CJIETISIIIEN MYCTOThI, OT HEBO3MOXKHOCTH IPO-
YeCTb SMOIIMH, TIONOKUTHCS HA CBOIO CUITY.

— ITnaver, — BbIAET, HakOHell. CKUMAIO KYJIaKu.

— EMy HyXeH Moil omaa.

— Nmmneparop He o1oOpurT.

Koneuno, ne ono6put. OH yke BCE periu.

— Koro HazHauu/M. .. — HAUMHAIO, TOJIOC TIpeaTeIbCKU MepexBarbiBaeT. — [eip?

— Ja.

— Ero omaa He nooiaer.

— BepxoBHBIM BUIHEE.

Hwu uepra um, G6ecoB Paym, ne BugHee! Crapaioch He BBITYCKaTh JIMITHUX SMOIMA, HA CIIyX
TIBITAIOCH ONPEJENIUTh peakinio, NBuxkenus. C yauBieHueM ciibliny, Kak Caiiep nokuaaet hepToH.

Hekorna pazaymbiBaTh, paclieHUBalo Kak rpuriamenue. CoOpaB Bce JOCTYITHbIE CHJIbI, yCTPEM-
JISII0 B TOHKYIO, C TAKUM TPY/IOM IIPOZAEJIAHHYIO ITpopexy. 3Halo, 4To BpeMeHHU B 00pe3, Ho aypa Pas,
B OT/IMuMe OT JIMMHOM, HAXOANTCS MOMEHTAJIbHO — HEJIOCTATOK TeIlIa, CTpeMIIeHHE K MaTepH, o0uaa
U [IeJTbIN Beep JIETCKUX SMOIIH, B KOTOPBIX HEKora pa3ouparbcs. Dueprus Jleiipa s Hero copceM
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qysKasi, Jayiékas, mouTu Oose3HeHHast. PHIBKOM mepeiaio CBoIo, MOIOABIISII0 CHHUX HOT, CIIOKOMCTBUS,
yBepeHHocTH. §1 Haiigy Mmamy u nipuBey. Bc€ xoporio, Maisli.

MrHoBeHre pacTAruBaeTcsi 10 OECKOHEYHOCTH, MOYTU BHIKY YIBIOKY, PaJIOCTHBIN B3IJISA
YHMCTBIX JETCKUX M1a3. U B TOT ke MUr B (hepTOH BBAIMBAIOTCS BCE COMpOBOXkaaoiue MeHs Crensle.
HakugpiBator ceteil, 3a/1e/bIBalOT Opelllb, CKPYyYMBAIOT, OT KOTO-TO JIa)ke MOJMyYalo yaap HOTOW IMof
pEopa. Ho pagocth OT TOro, 4to BCE MOMYYHIOCh, HE YMEHBINACTCSI.

«Jlapcasib?» — B IOC/IEAHUI MOMEHT 3aMevalo 3epKajibHYIO0 aypy U TEMHbIe I1a3a Tepbl. OqHaKo
OTBETUTH He ycrieBalo. CHOBa cepasi BaTHasi MIJIa, CHOBA MOTPY:KaloCh B IIYCTOTY, Ha CIyX IBbITAlOCh
OIpEJEUTh, KTO U3 MOUX COITPOBOXK/IAIOIIMX TTIE.

Besommbouno Haxoxy Caiiepa, Xouy nepears criacuoo — HoO He pUcKyio. MiMmieparop ieiicTBu-
TEJILHO He OI00pUT.

HagepHoe, 51 emy tenepb nomkeH. Hageocs, cMOry OTILIaTUT.

Hosaus

Enem mennenHee, uem X0TenoCh Obl, U BCE paBHO JOJTOXAAHHOE OKA3bIBAETCSI HEOKHUIAHHBIM.

— Ilouty y rpanuiibl, — OrOPOIIMBAET OAHAX/bI JIEKCHid, B KOTOPBIN pa3 BHIPBaB IIOYBY M3-TI0]
moux Hor. He ycrien! He ycrienm!

— Vcneem! — cxxumaer miedo Ilenu, okassiBaetcs, 51 BCIyX BCKpPUKHYJIA.

— HyxHo cBepHYyTh HEMHOTO 3anajHee, — nooaBnseT Jlekcuid, yBoas (bepToH BCE Jabllie OT
OCHOBHOW JIOPOTH.

A [lapcans Beap 1o Hell Be3yT. Ml MOKeT yke BOBCe Yepe3 I'paHully NepeBesii. A y Hac Aaxe
JOKYMEHTOB HeT! B KOTOpbIil pa3 pa3sMbIIUIAI O TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOP MHE MX HE OTAal. A 5 U HE
3ayMasiach, B TakOM Ioke Obi1a! [la u He cTan Obl OH MeHs CITyIaTh.

— Th1 obeman npuIyMarh, Kak MojaTh 3HAaK, — YyTh HE TUIAUy.

— 41 He 3HaI0, KaK MOAATH 3HAK, YTOOBI Apyrue Crenble ero He 3aMeTH/IH, — B3apixaeT. — Heboch
MoOble CTPAHHOCTH C aypaMH PacCMaTpPHUBAIOT.

HagepHoe, Tak u ecTb, HO OT 3TOTO €1lE HEBBIHOCHMEE.

Houslo nouyemy-To caurcs Tepa. Bc€ cMOTpUT, CMOTPUT CBOMM TMITHOTU3UPYIOIIMM B3IJISI0M,
Opocaroch K Hell, Kpuay, 4ToOsl nepeasia Jlapcao, 4To Mbl UAEM, U eII¢ BCIKUE TITYTOCTH KpUJy —
CIIpaIIvBa, Kak TaM MOW MJICHbKHIA 1 HUKTO JIM HEe PUOMIT UMITepaTopa. MoxkeT, MHe yxke MOKHO
JIOMO BepHYThCS1?

Tepa Bpoze Obl ycriokamBaet, 4to 3a Paem oHa mpricMaTpuBaeT 1o nmpockOe Mimapuanapa —
00€ECIIOKOEH TOT, CBOJIOUb TaKasl, YTO ChIH BCE BpeMsI TUIAUET, JaXe U3 3aropoiHoOro e€ Bbi3Bal. U 4to
Hapcans oHa Buziena. A BOT UMIEpaTop CHOBA COOMPAETCS JKEHUTDCSL. . .

[TonckakuBalo B yxace, bITaloCh MOHSATh, AEUCTBUTENIBHO JIM HAaC Halll1a Tepa, WM MHE IPOCTO
MIPUCHUIIOCH, MO3T BBIIAET CBOIO BEPCHIO Pa3BUTHSI COOBITHIA?

— Yt0? — 60opmoueT coHHo Jlekcuii ¢ coceHer oK.

Onu c Ilenenueii yupenniau HOUHbIE JI€XKYPCTBA, s TOKE MOPHIBAJIACH yYacTBOBATh, HO MEHH,
KaK MOJIOAYIO MaMy, 3aCTaBUJIM HOUYBIO OTJbIXATh.

— Tepa! — 00BsICHSII0O HEBpa3yMHTENbHO, B ABEPb 3arjIs/IbIBACT B3BOMHOBaHHAs [leHu, maxe
[Tycst cy€r MmoOONBITHBIA HOC, XKeJlask BBISICHUTh, YTO TYT Y HAC TIPOUCXO/IUT.

CHapyXu JOHOCATCS CTaBIINE YK€ MPUBBIYHBIMU 3BYKH HOYHOTO JIEca, IIIOPOXH U TPECK, & MHE
BCE MEPEILLUTCS CPEX HUX LIYM ITOTOHHU.

COUBYMBO paccKa3bIBalo CBOW HE TO COH, HE TO sIBb, YBEIleBasl CITyTHUKOB O€KaTh.

— Ecnu Obl ummiepaTop pemms CHOBA JKEHUTHCS, 00 9TOM TPyOMsIM Obl Ha KaXJOM IIary, —
nbiTaercs ycrokoutsb [lenn. HaBepHoe, Tak 1 ectb. HO MHE BCE paBHO HEYIOTHO M CTPAILLIHO.

— MoskeT, UMeeT CMBICJI C Hell IOTOBOPUTH ? — BBIIBUTAET IpejiokeHue Jlekcuii.

— C Tepoii?! Ona u3-3a MeHs 3a [lapcais He BbIILIA, Ja OHA C PaJ0CThl0 HATPABUT HA HAC
MMIIEPCKUX UILEEK U CKakKeT, YTO JONT Besien!

— MHe kaxeTcsl, Thl K HEW HeclipaBel/InBa, — BcTapiisieT [lenu.
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— Mosker, 1 HeclipaBeJIuBa, HO JOBEPSTHCS €i1 y’K TOUYHO HE CTaHy!

— 310 He noMoryIo Obl eil BepHyTh Jlapcas.

— 3aro momorso Obl BBICTYKUThCS Tiepen uMriepatopom! OTOMCTUTD, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB! [la u
KTO 3HAaeT, YTO OH MOT eii mooderatsh! Her, 1 HUKOMY U3 9THX 3Mei He TOBEpSIIo.

— Ycnokoiics, — Jlekcnii moacaxuBaeTcst Ko MHe. — Ceifuac HEeMHOTO TIOITPABJTIO 3aIHUTY, YTOOBI
MeHTaJTbIIHILIE TeOs CTIOKHEe ObUIO Pa3bICKaTh.

[Toxoxe, Hacu€T Tepsl OH co MHOM coriaceH. [lenaeT crpaHHbIe ABMKEHUS pyKaMu, TOYeMY-TO
BHE3aITHO HAIIOMUHas O Bbinaslier u3 okHa [laamu. Crapaiock He MeliaTh, HO BCE BHYTPU CKUMAETCs
OT CTpaxa U KaKoro-To MyTOPHOTO MPEeIIyBCTBHSI.

JIekcuii TOJIBLKO B3IBIXAET.

— Toviny 3arpsiry OypMysoB, — HOIHIUMAETCS.

— Kyna mbl Teniepp? — miemnyy.

— Ilogvenem k IllaHTapeiike, OOVMH... MMM... 3HAKOMBII BO3WJI 4epe3 He€... Hy, HE COBCEM
neranbHble Ben. [lompoOyem Tam y3Hath. Eciii moBe3ET, HaiiiEM MPOBOIHHUKA Yepe3 TOPHI.

— A Crensie? Mory JOIYCTHTh, YTO OHM CMOTPSIT CKBO3b MAJIBLIBI, & TO M M3J1y MOJy4aloT 3a
MIepeBO3 YEro-To, He MPEJICTABIISIONIEro Yrpo3bl st A0, HO TPOMX TMOAO3PUTEbHBIX CITyTHUKOB
BpSIJL JIU TIPOITYCTSIT. . .

— CxoXy B J€peBHIO, IOCTAPaIOCh BBISICHUTD, YTO K yeMy. Tam pemmm.

Jlekcuii, 340K0 €xach, BRIOMpAETCs B HOYHYI0O MOPOCh. [leHu GOpMOUYET YTO-TO O TOM, YTO
HY)XKHO 3aTyIIUTh KOCTEP M 3aMECTH CJIE[Ibl, XOUY TIOMOYb, HO JIMIIIL CHOBA MPOBAIMBAIOCh B COH. Ha
3TOT pa3 OKPYKAaeT OrOHb, CJICTIUT I71a3a, BOKPYT CTAHOBUTCSI HECTEPITUMO JKaPKO.

— Onozfayv! — KpUYUT BHIXOASINAS U3 IJIaMEeHU TEMHas keHcKas ¢purypa. — Ero yBozsar! Ha
marmne! Ckopee!

OBUHUS MaHUT, OPOCAIOCh 32 HEH B OTOHb M OKa3bIBAIOCH Y TIPOBAJIA TEIIEPhl B HOYHBIX TOPaX.
TEMHBIE TyMaHbI CIIONI3IUCH CO BCEX OKPECTHBIX BEPIUH, HUUETO He Pa3IIsiIeTh.

Tyman! Kak sxe s panbliie He IoqyMaia, Hy)KHO HAlTH MECTO, re OOobllie BCEro TyMaHa, Iye
Crenible HaC MPOCTO-HAMIPOCTO HE PA3IISAAT!

Hapcanwv

®epToH NeTUT 1O IIAKON A0pore, MOKAYMBAsCh CKOPEe OT CKOPOCTH, YeM OT HEPOBHOCTEH.
Kotopplii ieHb TOTBKO U Jieniato, 4To nepedupato naibiiamu oOpacet. [Togapok JInu. MHorma kaxercs,
3aMevalo TaM, BHyTpU, KaKOW-TO aJIblii OTOHEK — €TUHCTBEHHOE, YTO BUIHEETCSI CKBO3b YCUIJICHHYIO
OJIOKMPOBKY, HAJIOXEHHYI0O MOMMU KOHBOMPaMU 1oBepx PamapoBoii.

Caiiep OoJbllle HAa KOHTAKT He UAET, KaTh, U4TO €IIE pa3 AacT MPopBaThcs K Pato, HepazyMHO.
Borock, 1 6e3 Toro momyunn BeiroBop. Haneiock, uto, Moxker ObiTh, Hac mpuKpbiia Tepa. Eciu s
MIPAaBUJIBHO TIOHSUI, UMIIEPATOp OTITPaBMII €€ K Banecuu, moMoub cripaBuUThCS ¢ otepeid pebénka. Ho
BAPYT U K P310 oHa He coBceM paBHOAyIIHA?

Bnpouewm, o cebe cyxy. Kro e€ 3naer. HaBepHoe, Bblj1alo keiaemMoe 3a JeCTBUTENIBHOE.

HernaHoBbIi AHEBHOW TPHMBAJI, KOrJa CMyTHas KJISIKCAa COJHIA, MOYTH HE OTpakasich IOM
3a0JIOKMPOBAHHBIMU BEKaMH, €Ba NIepeBaJIMIIa 36HUT, HACTOPAKUBAET.

— Trppy! — kpuuut Crenoii ¢ o0ydKa, MOATBEPkKIasi MEHTAIbHBIN MTPUKa3 ToocoBbiM. OcTa-
HaBJIBAaEMCS.

HescHble 3BykH, maru, HE3HaKOMbIE IOJI0CA.

Heyxemmn Bc€? ['panniia, oOeraHHbIi TpaBuKap? DTH JieTaole MalliHbl IPaKTHYecKu Oec-
IIIyMHBI, IPUCITYIIMBAIOCh, MBITAIOCH pa3nuunTb. Ho nake cioB 6e3 omaa He pa3o0parh.

— Bcrasaii, — npukasbiBaet Caiiep.

OT MTeNTbHOTO Oe3/1e/bsl U HEBO3MOKHOCTH Pa3MSThLCS ONTYIIAi0 ceOst COBCeM HECOOPAHHBIM.
Omnyckaro HOTH, CTapasich He JyMaTh, Kak Oyay OecriOMOIITHO HAIyIbIBaTh CTYIIEHU TaM, Ha BUY Y
BCeX. A em€... TaM Belb yXKe U He TIOrOBOPUTH OyJIeT.

— Th1 oberman pacckasarh, — OTBEUalo0, MOBOPAYMBAsi K HEMY JIUIIO.
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— Pacckazartp. .. — OBTOpSIET, TOJIOC 3BYYUT MPAavYHO. BemymBaioch, MeITal0Ch M0 MHTOHAIUSAM
XOTb YTO-TO TIOHSTh. — UTO THI 3HAEIb O KBA3UKOIIIKE, KOTOPYIO HalllJIa UMIIepaTpuia’?

Xonozaero, Hey:Kellu 3psi CKpbUT OTO BeeX €€ cTpaHHoCTU? !

— Ilpu uém 1yt KOMIKA?

— CrpaHHas KOIIIKa, CBEIGHU O KOTOPOW HEe HAaWTH HU B KAKMX KHUTAX.

— Omna 6bL1a B 6aze podora.

— PoGota, — xmbikaet. — Kolka, kotopasi, Kak BBISICHUIOCH, BIIOJIHE TIEPEHOCUT OMaa U Jaxe
MoxkeT panuth Creroro. [Toromy urto, lapcaiis, mpuOnmkaercs K HeMy He3aMedeHHOU. A e, Cyas
M0 BCEMY, MOKET CKPBIBATh HE TOJIBKO ce0si, HO M OKpyXkatommux. Hudero He xouenb paccka3arh?

— I 3Ha10 TO e, YTO M BCe, — OTBEYAlo, MbITasCh cAepXkaTh panoctb. Heyxenu Ilycs mpukpeiia
Hoamuio? [Motomy u 51 He yBuen? MHe jaxe B rojIoBy He MPUIILIO UCKATh KOIIKY !

— A Bce HUYero He 3HaIOT, Jdapcanb. Aypa UMIlepaTpuIlbl Mcuessia v OoJbllie He MOsIBIISIAC.
Uro ¢ Hell ciyunioch, He U3BeCTHO. Tesa Toxke He HAllUIH.

— Tsl roBOpUI pacckaxkelb. .. — HaunHalw, HO Caiiep niepeOuBaeT pe3ko:

— 41 3Ha10 TO k€, 4TO U Bce. Brixonu, Jlapcanb, HErO)e 3aCTaBATh JaM KATh.

Hanexna, Bce mocneqHue JHU JaBaBlasi MHE CUJIbI, CHOBA PYIIUTCS, rorpedast moj o0ioM-
KaM# ¥ ockosikamu. OOMaHyJ1, Kak JJOBEpUYMBOrO IypakKa, HO CTOJIbKO BpeMeHH npsATathest oT Crienbix
HepeasbHo !

Jlenato miar Kk Hemy, CXBaTuJI Obl, a HE BUKY. A OH BHIHT, JIETKO YXOIUT C MOETO ITyTH.

— Eé& noiimanu? V. .. — A3bIK HE B CHJIaX BHITOBOPUTH «yOmin», HO Caiiep 1 Tak MOHMMAeT.

— 4 pacckazain, uto 3Ha1, [lapcais. He BbIHY:KAall MEHsI IPUMEHSTh CUTTY.

YceMmexHyBIIMCh MPAauHO, Pa3BOpPauMBaloCh K BbIXOLY. becnonesHo.

Caifep He mpuOMMKAaeTCs, MPUXOIUTCS HAIIYNbIBATh PYKOM MpoEéM, HOrol — crymeHb. Ha
KaKOW-TO MUT BCE BOKPYT 03apsieTcsl MOUYTH HEYJIOBUMBIM KPACHBIM CBETOM, B KOTOPOM BHE3AITHO
HAYMHAIO pa3/iyaTh CMyTHBIE OYEpPTaHUs CTyIMeHel. XBaTaioch 3a OpacieT, MoYeMy-TO KaKeTcs,
CTpPaHHBIN CBET UCXOAUT U3 Hero. [Toka ouepTaHust ApOXKaT Mepes pacnaxHyThIMU I1a3aMu, BOUpao-
IIIUMU HESICHbIE 00pasbl, CIIEITY CITYCTUTBCS. YTPIOMOH TEHBIO BHICUTCS] TPOMa/ia TPaBUKapa.

S1 Haiiny crmoco® BEIPBAThCS, pa300paThcs BO BCEM!

Ho 6eco Paym BbicTpous cBoM MiaHbl Ha cBoMX jeTeil. OmlyIiai yKosI B IIEl0 — 4eM-TO
BBICTpENIWIIH, Oy/b 51 TIPU CHJIe, CMOT Obl YWTH, 3a/epKaTh, IepEHANIPaBUTh, a TaK... MTrHOBEHHasI
c71aboOCTh B HOTaX, M BCE BOKPYT 3arOTHSIETCS SICHBIM CHHUM CBETOM.

Caiiep jnras, He MorJia e€ aypa U3MEHUTbCs !

C yZnoBONMBCTBHEM pA3IISIIBIBAI0 POAHOE, AOJTOXAAHHOE CHSHHE, TOTPYXasch B HEro BCE
ryoxe U ryoxe.
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IJTIABA IECTAA

Hosaus

JepeByika co ctpanHbIM HazBanueM lllaHTapeiika rmosiBisieTcs Ha TOPU3OHTE OJIMIKE K TOMTY-
JHIO, KOIZ1a 5 yX&Ke, KaXKEeTCs, U3BEJIaCh OKOHYATEIBHO — OT TPSICKU U OKHMJAHUS.

Jlexcuii TpaIMIIMOHHO OCTABJISIET HAC B YKPOMHOM MECTEUKE, Ha 3TOT pa3 MOYTH B Yace XOIbOBl,
1, JaXe HE OTIOXHYB TOJIKOM, CIIEILIUT Ha IIOUCKU NMPOBOJHUKOB. V3MoxknénHas Ilenu, npukopHyB
«Ha MMHYTKY», OTKJIIOYAa€TCS Ha COCEJHEN KOUKE.

Kakoe-To Bpems criKy, 5y, IPUCITYILIMBAIOCh K MEPEIArMBAaHUIO KOTIBIT IO CBIPOU 3eMule. JIek-
cuil OypMyIJIOB He pacripsiral, U 3TO MPEACTABIISAETCS MHE TPEBOKHBIM CUTHAJIOM.

Haxonen, ne Beiaepxkas, Ilycs mogxomuT K aBepu, nouapamsiBaeT Korrsamu. IlomHumarocs,
YTOOBI BBIITYCTUTh KOIIKY, M CaMa BBIXOKY Ha MPOXJIAJHBIA, YyTh COIPETHIl HECMEBIM BECEHHUM
COJIHLIEM BO3[YX.

Bokpyr TuIIMHA, HallOJHEHHAs! TOJIBKO MTUYBMMH Pa30OpKaMU, U3-32 JE€PEBbEB BUIHEIOTCS
TOpHBIE U3JIOMBL. Pa3misaapiBaio, 4T0-TO B HUX KAXETCA 3HAKOMBIM.

— Nnéwm, Ilyceka, rporynsgemMcs, — 30BYy LIENOTOM.

Komka nocimyiHo noaxogur, NpuaepKuBai €€ 3a mepeTb Ha xoske. Ho mymmcras kpacoTka
Ha yIVBJIEHUE CMUPHO ILIECTBYET PAIOM, HE W3JaBasi MATKAMU JIallaMU HU MJIEUIIMX 3BYKOB M Ha
Cel pa3 He NPOSBIIAA XapakTepa. YMHHUUYKA KOIIIEUKa.

BHumaresisHO ocMaTpuBaloCh, BpoAe HUKOro He BUIHO. Koctép He paszxuranu. Bpocaio B3misan
Ha ¢eproH. [lenu crut, He XxoueTcs €€ OCTaBIATh, OOHAKO YTO-TO TSAHET, TOJIKAET BIIEPEN.

ITycs momya ua€T psaoM, CJIOBHO BCE MOHUMAET U AaXe CoIlacHa co MHOU. B30upaemcs BBepx
— MOIbEM TIOJIOTHIiA, HO OIIYTUMBIN. MUHYeM nociieiHue JepeBbsi, BHIXOAUM Ha Oosee-MeHee OTKPbI-
TOE€ MeCTO. 3aCThIBAIO.

C XoMa OTKpBIBA€TCS BEIMKOJIEIHBIN BH[, HO OOJIbIIIE BCEr0 MOPAXAET TO, YTO 5 €ro MOMHIO.
Bunena Houblo Bo cHe! BoH B TOT u€pHBIii mpoBaJ s1 6pocuiiack 3a OBUHMEH — XOTs BO CHE OblIa HOYb,
s ero y3Haro! Ilycs nouru cpbiBaeTcs ¢ MecTa, B IIOCJIEJHUN MOMEHT yAEPKUBAIO, €1Ba HE BHIIPAB
KJIOK ILEPCTH.

— Iloroau, HyxHO no)knatbes Jlekeus, — menyy.

TEMHBIE TyMaHBl MEIJIEHHO JBMXKYTCS BO3JIE ITPOBAJIa IMEIIEPbl, CJIOBHO IMbITASACh CIPATATh —
yepes3 MUT yKe U He HalTH, He BUJHO. [IpUKpBIB pyKOH I71a3a OT COMHLIA, A0JITO PACCMaTpPUBAI0 FOpbI,
BCIIOMHHAIO Haml ¢ Jlapcasiem nepexof, HelmoHsTHoe paHeHne CHMOHa, B30ecHBIIErocsi poooTa.

BHyTpu HapacraeT yBepeHHOCTb, OTKY/a-TO TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO JIEJIaTh.

Jlekcun nosiBiISIETCA yKE K BEUEpy, XMYpPbId M HECKOJIBKO pa3fpaXEHHbIM. Monya HauMHaeT
IEJUTH JOOBITHINA XJIE0 C MSICOM — a 51 OLIYIIAI0, HACKOJIBKO K€ HCTOCKOBAJIACH IO HOPMAJIBHOM, TOPSI-
yel ene!

— B pyube HaOpaJ1, — npoTAruBaeT OyThUlb.

— Hy 4ro? — cnpammsaio, He BBIIEpKaB.

C1oBHO TOrO M 10XUIANACh, U3 (pepTOHA NosABIAETCA 3acnaHHasA [leHu:

— 4 Huvero He npocnana? Kak Bb1?

— Bpemst HykHO, — HEBeCeJIO B3/IbIXAeT HAlll OXOJHBIN Oajaryp, KOTOpbIid OOBIYHO KaK MOXKET
CKpalllMBaeT HACTPOEHUE U IBITaeTCs NOAHATh 00eBoi 1yx. Ho He cerogHs: cpa3dy BUIIHO, OCTUIIA
Heygada. — K dykakaM OTHOCATCSI O4€Hb HACTOPOXKEHHO, BCE MOPO3ATCA, HY)KHO BTEPETHCH, IPU-
CMOTPETHCSA, IPUMEIIBKATHC. . .

— Her y Hac 3Toro BpemeHu, — OTBEYalo.

Jlexcuit XMypo MomuuT, [IeHr He CrienuT AeIUTHCS COOOPaKEHUSIMHU.

— 4] Hanta nemepy. .. KOTOpPYIO BUJENA B OTKare, — pemaick. Cka3arh «BO CHE» — OTHECYTCS
C HEJIOBEpHUEM, Jla U HE YBEPEHa, YTO 3TO ObLI COH.
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— Jle3Tb B HE3HAKOMYIO TIEIIepy . .. — BeIpaxaeT oOmrre comHenus [lenu.

— Bc€, uTo mpoxoaumo, AaBHO UCCIeA0BaHO, — MOAAepKUBaeT JIekcui.

— OHa BBICOKO, — OTBEYAl0, XOT$, IPU3HATHCS, MEHS TOXKE CMYIIAET, YTO PSIOM C JIEPEBHEM.
Ho BIpyr 3T0 1 eCTh TalHBII MapIIpyT, KOTOPHIM MEPEBO3SAT MECTHYIO KOHTPaOaH /1y ¥ KOTOPBI HaM
ykasbiBaeT OBuHUSA? — HaBepHOE, OOBIYHO CKPHITA TYMaHAMHU.

Hymatb 0 ToMm, uto lapcaieBa Mapa MOXKET CIEIMATbHO CITyOUTh HAC B HEMPOXOAMMBIX JIa3ax,
HE X04YeTcsl.

Jlekcuii ¢ Tlenn nepersisiaplBalOTCS, K1y .

— IMoyemy He monpoOoOBaTh? — MOXUMAaeT, HaKOHell, [leHn riedamu. — BXomuTh B 1oBepue
MOKHO MeCSILIaMHU, a BIPYT TYT YK€ U HE OCTAJIOCh T€X, KTO YTO-TO KOrjga-to nepeBo3ui? Mim nocne
Hamiero rnodera KOHTPOJIb YCUIIMIICS, BOT BCE U TIPUYTUXJIHA?

— Kak permmm ¢ pepronom? OH Tam Bpsi i IpoaeT. He moxoxke, 9ToObI 3TOM JOPOroi UTo-
HUOY/Ib BO3WIIU, — BKJTIOYAET JIEJIOBYIO JKIIKY JIeKchit.

— Cnpsiuem? — nipeyiaraio, XoTs 3ByYUT KaK-TO HE OYeHb. — XOTsI Obl (pepTOH.

— ®epToH MOXKHO U TYT OCTaBUTb, — COIVIALIAETCS MacTep 3alUThl. — BypMyoB sydie npo-
JaTh. .. WM OTAATh NIEPEAepKaTh.

— BoicinensaT? — mpauno npegnonaraet [lenu.

Hy ne moryT xe Crenble mpoaaxy Kaxaoro 0ypmyna KoHTponupoBath! C Apyroit CTOpOHBI, y
HacC UX ABOE, IPUTPAHUYHBIE CEJIEHUSI MOT'YT U OTCJIEKUBATBCH. . .

— He 3Haemp, 4To TaM, — KMBAeT MOJPYTra Ha rophl, — B VoBaHe?

— Paccnipocuii, B HECKOJIBKMX KWJIOMETpax MpUrpaHUyYHbI Matiekc.

— Tak 310 *e xoporo! — panyercs [lenn. — Tam XomuT moe3, U... y MeHs KOTIa-TO TaM ObUTH
3HaKOMble. BO3MOKHO, MOMOT'YT C TOKYMEHTAMHU.

Jlexkcuil MoO3pUTENIBHO HA HEE KOCUTCS, IPU3HATHCA, 51 Toke yaubieHa. Kakas-To He oueHb
MIPUSITHAsA MBIC/Ib BCE HE JAET MIOKOSI, HO TaK He Xouercsl nopo3pesarh [lenn Hu B uém!

— 4 Benp pacckaspiBasa, — OTBEYAET T4, — YTO MHOTI'O IIe CKUTaach. Besikoe cirydanock. Bor. ..
3HAKOMBIMHU TOKe 003aBesiach. He yBepeHa, uto oHM A0 cux mop B Matiiekce, HO BAPYT. ..

Jlexkcuii mojkumaer rieyamu — MoJl, JIpyroro BapuaHTa BCE paBHO HET.

— Tornga 6ypmynoB pactipsikéM u octaBuM. CX0Xy B iepeBHIO emé pa3. Moxer, yaactcst oome-
HATH HEMHOTO JIUp Ha BamoTy Mopana. ITpumacos pa3noOwiTh. Hamo OTIOXHYTH, Ipekae deM B
reniepsl coBathCsl. BepéBka, HOXK, KUHKAJIbI €CTh, — [IEPEYUCIISIET, YTO-TO €ILE MPUKU/IBIBACT.

Pa3zymoM s1 ¢ HUM corsacHa, HO cepiiie OT MBIC/Iel 00 ouepeIHON 3aJep:KKe KPOBOTOUUT.

Hair eavHCTBEHHBII MY )K4YMHA BO3BpAILIAeTCs JAJIEKO 32 [TOJTHOUb, JOBOJIbHBII CBOUMU Tpode-
AMH B BHJIe HEOOJBIION CyMMBI MIOBAHCKMX JIGHET, YBECHCTOrO Naifka cyXapeii ¢ KOHCEpBaMH, 3aBe-
38HHBIMM BCE U3 TOTO ke VoBaHa, M Jake KapMaHHBIM (pOHAPUKOM ¢ HaGopoM Gatapeek. IToutu
Cpa3y OTKJII0YaeTcsl, €/iBa pUceB Ha KOMKY. Mbl ¢ [lenu mblTaemcs KapayauTh MO O4€peu, XOT,
M0-MOeMy, He OT KOro 0co0o.

Hymana, HepBHBIe MBICTH O Pae u [lapcase pacciaOuThbes He AaayT, HO BCE paBHO MPOBAJIMBA-
10Ch B TPEBOKHBIN COH, B KOTOPOM O€ry TO 10 Telepam, To 10 KOpUI0paM UMIIepaTOpCKOro ABOpIIA,
B IOMBITKAX JOKPUYATHCS XOTh 10 KOTO-TO U3 HUX.

Jlexcuii OynuT 3aTeMHO — HEOO yKe CBETIOe, HO CONHIE N0 OMKafIIMX BEpIIMH MOKa He
nonomn3no. C HEKOTOPOW TPYCTHIO OCTABJISII0 TaK XOPOUIO MOCTYKMBUIMIA HaM (pepToH, OypMyIioB,
KOTOpbIE, HUYEro He MoJ03peBasi, TNIAHOMEPHO OOAMPAIOT MOHPABUBILYIOCS HEXHYIO KOpY C Jiepe-
BbeB. Hazerock, OHM He npornaayT, HaiayT A0POTY K JIOISM.

Jlekcuil pacripesiesnisieT MOKJIaxy, 3aBEPHYB B OJ€sJ1a, 3aKpeIIseT y Kaxaoro Ha cnuue. Haxo-
JWUT BCEM MPOYHBIE MAJIKU.

CornHiie 3acTaéT Hac Ha MOAXofe K remepe. M3naneka Ka3anock, BCE psiioM U 100paThCsi He
CJIOXHO, a 1o (paKTy MOJ KOHEIl B30MPAIHCh JOBOJILHO KPYTHIMHU CKJIOHAMH, T7ie (DepTOH YK HUKAK
He Tpoexa Obl.
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— He noxosxe, 4ToOBI IyTEM YacTO MOJIb30BAIUCH, — 03BYUYMBAET MOU MBICTH JIEKCHT, BhIpakas
rOJIOCOM U3PSIHYIO AOMI0 COMHEHUs. — EIIE ecTh IIaHc OTKa3aTbes.

— Ilanc oTkazarbes ecTh Beeraa, — Oypuy.

— 3aceuku OyzieM cTaBUTH? — CIIPAIIMBAET, epedrpast KaMHH Ha TIPeIMET BOZMOKHOCTH PUCO-
BaTh MU Ha CTEHAX.

— YTtoOHl HAC TIO HUM CKOpee HaILIN?

— YTtoObI MBI HE 3a0Ty/IAITHCH.

[oxumato mieyamu. [Tycth craBut. Ecim npoxon ecTb, 3HAaUUT, COBCEM CKOPO MBI Oy/IeM C TOM
cropoHsl. [lepeBasi, MOMHUTCS, 3aH5J1 Y HAC Yyaca YEThIPE MEIIKOM, a €CJIM HAIIPSIMYIO BHYTPH TOPBI. . .
BO3MOXHO, yke yepe3 Mapy 4acoB Mbl OyeM Ha TeppuTopun VosaHa!

«Hy, OBunuMs1, — B3AbIXal0 MbIc/IeHHO. — He moasenu!»

Kaxercs1, BuKy BHYTpH Heliepbl YEPHBIN KEHCKUI CUITY3T C OTHEHHBIMU [TPOPE3SIMU IJ1a3.

Hapcanv

«Jlapcanp! § Hamuia e€!» — CJIOBHO M3Jalu 3By4MT rojoc Moero orkara. CKBO3b CTpaHHOE
KpacHOe MapeBo, MOSBJISIOIIEECs NEPE/] I1a3aMu MTOCIEJHUE THU, BUHEETCS YEPHBIA CUITY3T U TaM,
32 HUM, CUHUIA CBET €IMHCTBEHHOI B MUpE aypbl!

Jlo pe3u B miazax nmpucMarpuBaioch, Heyxenu? [losisumace, sxuBa. biauzko!

[Myratoce: ceituac Bce Criernble OpocsTcst HA HeE.

MepHoe 1BukeHHe, HY’)KHO OCTAHOBUTBCS, HY’KHO UTO-TO CAEJaTh, 3aJepKaTh. . .

Mammna, BcnomuHao. Ml sietuM. [lpunérca noxnatses npusemsieHus. Mimu cripoBolupo-
BaTh.

[TeITatoch MOAHATHCS, OITIAAETHCS — HE3HAKOMBIE IIPEAMETHI PaCIUIbIBAIOTCS, HE OTPaXasich B
oMaa, TOJIKOM He TOWMY, UYTO 371eCh K ueMy. Pe3kuil pbIBOK: 'paBUKap YXOIUT BHU3, €Ba HE COUB
C HOT.

XBarach 32 YTO-TO, OOIOCH BBHIITYCTUTh U3 BHJA MOIO CHHIOIO aypy, KOTOpasi CTPEMHUTENBHO,
OBICTPO MPHOIIKACTCS.

Ha uém? Kak takoe BO3MOXHO?

7KMBOT CKpy4MBaeT OT MajJieHus1, IOTOM BAaBJIMBaeT Npu TopMmoxkeHuu. He npusbikiin Crienbie
JIeTarh.

[TpucnymmBaioch K IPUMIYIIEHHBIM )KEHCKUM TOJI0CaM 32 3arOpOJIKOM, MBITAIOCh IOHSATH, YTO
obcyxnaiot. Kaxercs, cuiry moero omaa. Eciu 310 51 rpaBukap 3aBanui, Oyay cyacT/ivs!

Xots Bpsan m, Caiiep 9TO-TO TOBOPWIJI 00 SKpaHMpPOBaHUM. [la M OHM HaBepHsIKa OPOCHITUCH
Obl MEHsI yTHXOMUPHUBATb.

Pe3kuil Tom4ok, octanoBka. C TpyioM yAepKUBaloCh Ha HOrax. Bc€ mpITaloch BEpHYTh BIACThb
HaJl OMaa, pacCMOTPETh, uTo rporcxoauT. Cunss aypa coBceM psioM. M1 OBuHMS Tam Bpofe Obl.

[TbITatock BEIOpaThCst, 0OHAPYKHUBAIO, YTO YEM-TO CKOBAH — HE TO CHJIOH, HE TO peaIbHBIM Tpe/l-
METOM, UIIly, CTapaloch HAIllyNaTh, BHIPBAThCS, ToMoub Moelt Hoanuu!

['yn1, TpOXOT, KPUKH, KaKeTcs, Aake CTpesibOa. To yxke MPsSMO KaKOH-TO BOOPYKEHHBIH 3aXBar!

HenaBuxy OecriOMOIIHOCTb, HEBO3MOKHOCTh COPUEHTHUPOBAThCs. BCE-Taku 0cBOOOKIAIOCH,
BBICKAKMBalo0 13 cajoHa. /KajHO BCMaTpUBAIOCh HEBUSILMMU [JIa3aMH, IBITAIOCh Pa3IsSIeTh MpU
MOMOIIIM OMaa, KTO 37IeCh, C MO CUHEN aypoil, Iie mpeciieoBaTeIu.

— Hapcains! — cipliy BCXJMI y TUIeYa.

— JIu4. .. — BEIOBIXAIO.

Msrkue pyku OOHUMAIOT, OepyT JIaJOHSMU rooBy. [IbsHSAIIMIA, TAKOW JAOITOXAaHHBIN TIOLIe-
JIyii, Tenepb Thl TOJIbKO Mosi! Ternepb st HUKOMy He am 1ebst B ooumy!

— Kaxk b1 TyT OKa3anace, JIn? — 6opMouy, He B CHJIaX OTITYCTHTb.

— Ckopee, HyxkHO yxonuTb! HyxkHO Bo3Bpaiathcs 3a Paem.

Psii? Ho kak?!
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[TokpeiBao MouenysiMu JIMIO, HAKOHEN-TO BUKY IJ1a3a, COBCEM PSAIOM, 3eJ€HbIe. HakoHell Thl
co MHOH, JIn.

— Hy xBaruT, XBaTUT, — MSATKUI TOJIOC JIACKAET CITyX, JABIXaHUE JTACKAET KOXKY, HEIKHbBIC TIAJTbIIbI
MIPOBOJIAT TIO TUIeYaM, TbsiHS oco3HaHueM. Terepb Tonbko Mosi! Teneph HUKTO HE BCTAHET y HAC Ha
nyTH!

Hapno crienmtsb, Ob€Tcst B TONIOBe MBICIL. Hano yxomuth. Cuiia BepHETCs, eBa TIOKUHY Kpa-
HUPYIOIYyI0 MamuHy. Toraa s cMory BUIeTh ONTaCHOCTh U3/aJieKa, Kak Bceraa. He Tombko BUETh, HO
U nipeoTBpaiath. M Torga s yMpy, HO HUKOTo He TIOAIYIIY K MOei keHe!

[TpoBoXky pyKoH MO ITIee, METKa BCIBIXMBAET, OTAAET KapoM. DTO BeIb Hallla CBaIeOHast METKa,
JIn. A Mbl, rymibie, HE TTOHSLIN.

— Ma, na, — mem4yT ryosl, JJACKAIOT PyKH, JIeJIalo ABUKEHUE, YTOOBI BCTATh. . .

— Tsl Kyna 310 codpancs? — pe3kui, rpyOblid KEHCKUI TOJIOC, THIYOK B CIIMHY OIMPOKHUIBIBAET
oOpatHo Ha noctenb? Koiiky? Bec e€ 3Haer.

Hudero He BUKY, U3 KPAaCHOM TeJICHBI TIOYTH HE TTPOCTYTAIT OUYePTaHUS], JIMIITh MEPHOE TIOKa-
YMBAHUE ¥ 3BYK TOJIETA 3aCTABJISIOT CEPIIIIe OTUASHHO CKAThCS.

[MpuBunenocs! Yem 30 MeHs1 Hakayasu, 6ecoB Paym?!

Hosaus

TemHOTa B CYUUTaHHBIE MUHYTHI TOTJIONIAET HAC, TYMaH IMPUHUMAET B KOJIIOUKe OOBATHUS, TAKOE
BIleYaT/IeHUE, YTO UM BeCh ITPOXOJI HATIOIHEH — HY 3TW He BUAHO. TOT caMblil TyMaH, TEMHBIH, yCTpa-
IIAIOIIMIA, Kak Ha mepeBajie. [Toutu cpa3y BCE BOKPYT TepseTcsl U3 BULY, HA/IKIa TOJIBKO HA HAIIA
nayiku, poHapuk u [1ycio, KoTopast yIMBUTEIBHO JIETKO OPUSHTUPYETCS B STOM IYTAIOIIEM JI0 IPOKU
MecTe.

Briepenu npokiagpIBaommi 1opory JIekcuii CKBO3b CTUCHYTBIE 3yObI IIEJUT HEUTO HACTOIBKO
pyraresnbHOe, YTO Aake MPUCTYIIUBAThCs He XoueTcsl. Bpems OT BpeMeHU CKpeXenTyMMU 3ByKaMu
BBHIITIKPSAOBIBAET HA CTEHAX 3HAKU — BEPOSATHO, CTONIb e HEeNPUITMYHbIC.

[Tycst BeIOETAET Briepén, BO3BpAIACTCS, THIUETCS B PYKY TEIIBIM HOCOM, U, Ma3HYB MEXOM IO
HoraM, yOeraeT CHOBa B HEM3BECTHOM HarpapjieHud. TodHee, B M3BECTHOM, HAIpaBJIeHHE TYT TIOKa
OJIHO, MeX JIByX JIOBOJIbHO y3KUX CT€H — HO He TPEJICTABJIsAs, YTO TaM BIIEpear, Kaxercs, OyarTo
MHOXECTBEHHbBIC Pa3BETBJICHUs TYHHEJIeH, OJJH YXacHee Opyroro. Pa3meiToe maTHO OT hoHApUKa
BBIXBATBIBACT KJISIKCHI CTEH W YEPHYIO MYCTOTY.

He npoxoaut 1 yeTBepTH Yaca, Korja CBeT OT BXoja BooOIIe nepectaét ObITh BUjieH. Briepeau
BCE MepeIuTCs MeJIbKAoMi cuTy3T OBUHHM, WJTM TO MHE OYeHb XOUeTCsl IepKaThCs 3a UJICH0, YTO
OHa HaM TIOMOXET. ..

— VBepeHa? — ocTaHaBIUBAET 3a JIOKOTh JIeKcui.

— INosiBUHCH Opyryie BapuaHThi?

Mosuut — ipaBaa, oueHb HecoriacHo. [TokuMaro raeyaMu: TOoria UCIIbITaeM IIaHC IO KOHIIA.
OraapiBaioch, c3aau noadepkuBaoile kuaeT Ilenu. He 3Ha0, Kakas MbICIh TyraeT CHJIbHee:
0 HEW3BECTHOCTH BIEpEIU WM O HEOOXOAUMOCTH BEPHYThCSI, OCO3HaBas1, uTo Jlapcaiis BCE nabiie
1 J1aJiblIie.

®onapuk nmomoraer cyado, TOJBKO U MO3BOJISET HE YIYCKaTh OPYT Opyra U3 BUAY, OCBeIast
OyKBaJIbHO TIapy MeTPOB BOKPYT. CTEHBI M MOTOJIOK PACIIUPSIOTCS, YCTpaliasi BO3MOXKHBIMU TPOTIa-
CTAMU U OOphIBAMU Ha TyTH. Jlake ryJKue Iaru riyIaTcst KPUCTA/UIMKaMU, U3 KOTOPBIX, KaK pac-
ckaspiBai Jlapcasb, COCTOST MPUTPAHUYHBIC TYMaHbI.

— Mozxer, oHM Bcerja 3aech? — bopmouy. — Moxker, notomy Criernble ¥ He 3HAIOT 3TOT MyTh?

Hy He panu Hac xe coOpanuch, B caMoM Jiefie! XoTsl, TIOMHUTCs, B IPOIIUILIA pa3 Toxe codpa-
yck. Ho B mipornuiblii pa3 MeHsl Tak yBepeHHO yepe3 TEMHOe MapeBo BEN Mo CTpak. ..

— Yro? — nepecnpaimBaet criepeau JIekcuii.

— BabecuBierocst pod0Ta BCIOMHIIIA, — OTBEYAIO.

— Hagerock, U3 HaC HUKOTO HE MOCTUTHET Ta k€ y4acTb, — BOPUMT Jlekcuil.
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[leHu XMbIKaeT c3aau, HO MHE KaK-TO OT €ro CJIOB 350KO M HEYIOTHO. BriisiapIBatoch 1oj HOTH,
MIBITAIOCh PACCMOTPETh CTEHBI, TIOHSTh, JEHCTBUTENIBHO JIM 3[IeCh IpoJieraeT Tpora, WIH s Coypy
MoBeJIa Apy3ed B KaKyl-TO YEPTOBY JIbIpY?

— Cger! — npubmkaetcs [enu, kagér pyky Ha 1edo, BTOpOW YKa3biBasi BIEPE.

Heyxem?! Tak ObicTpo?!

Jlexcuii yckopsieT 1mar, 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT BBHIKJTIOUaeT (hOHaph: MaJalolye CBEpXY, U3
JBIp B CKaJie JIy4d JEUCTBUTETBHO JAI0T UyTh-UyTh BUAMMOCTH. Jlake TyMaHbI OyATO pa3OILIUCh,
OTKpPbIB HAM HEMHOT'0 YMCTOrO MpocTpaHcTBa. He ycnieBaio 06pagoBaThes, Kak HAlll BIEPEIUULY I
OCTaHaBJIMBAETCSl.

— Jlaxe eciu TyT U ObLIA TPOIIA, BCE TIO/I 3aBAJIOM, — YKa3bIBaeT Ha TOPY KaMHEH.

Cepatie 1 Iynny 3aJuBaeT ropedb, TaK ¥ XOUYETCS TO JIM MTHYTh 3Ty TOpy HOTOM, TO JIU JieUb U
yMepeTb MPSIMO 31€Ch.

— Orciona u cBeT, — MaieT BBepx JIekcuil, moKa3piBasi, OTKya IMEHHO CJIEeTeI KaMHHU.

— Hanmo nposeputs! — [1eHn nuraercst BOKpyr ooBajia, HaMepeBasich OOOUTH C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI.
[Moxas ruteuamu, Jlekcuii OOXOIUT ¢ IPYTOW.

— Tynuk! — kpuuut [lenu.

[TpoOyio Onukaiiye BayHbl HA YCTOWYMBOCTD: pa3 YK MBI TYT, BAPYT YIACTCS BBITJISIHYTb,
y3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO JaJIeKO MPOIBUHY/IUCH. VITH BAPYT TaM MOKHO BBIOPAThCS HA CKJIOH?

— Towxe, — oTBeyaer ¢ gpyrout cTopoHsl Jlekcuil. B3goxHyB, OTCTaBIAIO NAJIKYy U HAYUHAIO ME-
JIEHHO B30MpaThCsl.

3aapaB XBOCT TPyOOid, 6€3 BUAMMBIX YCHIIUI MUMO TipoHOocuTcs [Tychka, cTpernoi B3jieTaeT Ha
ropy. C Tpy/zoM Onupasich Ha MATKKE TIIBIOBI, CIIEIYIO 32 Hell.

ConHeuHble JIyud, KaK ke MPUSTHO WX OIIyIIaTh, Pasr/IsAbBaTh ONUKUA TIOCIE UYEPHOTHI
nemepbl! Llerisioch 3a OCKOJIKYM HaJeK/Ibl KaK 32 T€ KaMHHM, YTO KayaloTcs Mojl HOraMu, He MOT'y, He
X0uy BO3Bpalarbcs B Aiio HU ¢ yem!

— Tel kyna? — 30BeT cHu3y Ilenu.

— I'nsHy, 4TO TaM, — OTBeYal, HAKOHEII-TO JOTATUBAIOCH O OJNVKaWIel men. Y3Kasi, pa3Be
TOJILKO PYKY NTPOCYHYTh. BOKpYT rOpHBIe XpeOThl U OOJIbIIIe HIYETO.

— Tol 3aueM Tyna nosessna’? — 3aiMpaeT roJIoBy MOIOCTIEBIINN JIeKcHii.

— Pa3 ocHOBHO¥ MoX0/1 3aBaNIIO, BAPYT HAlAETCS KaKOH-HUOYIb 3a. . .

— ...JHUH? — XMBIKaET.

— 3armacHou, — CMEICh.

— W 4gro Hanuiock?

Xo4dy OTBETUTb, MOJI, HHYEro, HO BCIOMHHAIO O KOIIIKE.

—Ilyca y Bac? — cnpaiusaro.

— He BuaHo, — onisiieBIINCD, oT3bIBacTcd Ilenn.

B3z06uparoch emé HeMHOTo BBEpX, KaMHH OaJIAHCUPYIOT YK€ COBCEM CTPAIITHO, eIIE CBEP3UTHCS
C Takoy KyuH He xBatajyio! Ix, [lapcaiis Obl ceiiuac, yx OH Obl TOUHO CKa3aJl, €CTh JIU MPOXO]. . .

CynopoxHo criatbiBaio. He mymats 00 3ToM. Crnmiikom 0051bHO. ToNMbKO IefCTBHE U TOMOTaeT
JepKaThCsl, He COPBAThCS, HE BBITh OT OTYASHBS.

Kormku no-npesxxaemy He BUTHO, COTHEUHbIE OMKU JAI0T HEOCTATOYHO CBETA, YTOOBI XOPOIIIO
BcE pasmisiyiers. HaunHaio 3BaTh, HECKOJIIBKO KaMEIIKOB CCHINAIOTCSI BHU3, C TYJIKAM CTYKOM yIapsi-
I0TCS1 O AAJIEKUI T1OJT.

— Jlana! — BckpukuBaet [leHn, gaxe He 3aITHYBIIMCH HA HETTPUBBIYHOM UMEHHU.

— HopmanbHo! — oTBeuaio 1 eiBa He HOCOM CTAJIKMBAIOCh C JIOBOJIBHOM KOIIAuybeil MOPIOH,
BBITVISIIBIBAIONICH U3 KAKOrO-TO yriayoseHus. [Ipubmmkaiock, 1, 4yTh HE CBAIMBIIKCH, HA 9TOT Pa3 OT
panoctu, kpuuy: — Tyt na3!

— V3kumii? — nopo3putesbHO uHTEpecyeTcs JIekcui.

— Hy... npunérca cornyrbes.
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W Ha yeTBepeHbKax... He Xouy roBOpHTh, YTOOBI HE CTAJIM OTTOBAPUBATH, HO UEs M M TaK
HE I10 HpaBy:

— Bps JIu COMHUTENIBHBIM J1a30M MOJ] IOTOJIKOM KTO-TO MOJIb30BAJICS.

— A moxeTr HaoOOpoT! — mpeamnonarao. — MoxeT, paHbllie 31ech JOPOrH He ObLIO, a Ternepb
BOT. .. TIOSIBWJIACh?

Jlexkcuil HeTOBEPYMBO XMBIKAET:

— JlagHo, cxoxy mpoBepio. BepEBky ecTh 3a 4TO NpuBsA3aTh?

O neBnMch, OOHAPYKUBAIO OCTATOK IIMPOKOTO CTATAKTHTA.

— Jagaii nonpoo6yio.

Jlexcuii pazMaxuBaeTCs U Jake C MEPBOro pa3a yMyapsieTcsi OpOCUTh MOTOK MHE B PYKH.

— Macrep MeTaHus1 KUHXAJIOB U BEPEBOK, — YJIBIOAIOCH, MIBITAIOCH 00BSA3aTh BOKPYT HTMPOKOTO
BJIAXHOTO cTo0a. COpackiBaio KOHeIl.

Jlexkcuil a€praet HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO HU3 CTAJIaKTUTA MPOYHO 3aXaT B 3aBaJle U3 KaMHEN, a BepX
MO-IIPEKHEMY HarIyXo MpHUIasiH K NoTonKy. [IpouHblil Ha ynuBiIeHUe, HE KPOIIUTCS.

Uepes HECKOIbKO MUHYT HAIIl MACTEP 3aIIUThl B3OUPAETCsl KO MHE, HaIllyTIbIBaeT OoJiee-MeHee
ycroiuuBoe nonoxkenue. [lycs npuHioxuBaercs.

— Hy uto TyT y Bac? — OT(BIpKMBasACh OT IIEKOUYIIUX YCOB, IBITAETCS 3arISTHYTh 32 KOLIKY
Jlexcuil.

IToBopaunBaiock, 0X1IaI0, YTO MPUIAETCS YTOBAPUBATh, HO 3alIIHYB €My B IVIa3a 3aMOJIKAIO.
OH Beb HE TPOCTO TAK MOMIET CO MHOMU. FICHO MOHMMAaI0: Kak Obl HM BO3paxkall, OyAeT UATH 0 KOHIA.

Kusato, motomy 4To c10Ba Bce pa3oM UCHAPSIIOTCS U3 TOJIOBBI, OCTABJIsIS TOJBKO KIIYOOK Herie-
penaBaembix smorwid. O6beémuctas Ilycsi, yMyapUBIIUCh pa3BEpHYTHCS B Y3KOM Jia3e U IUIEMHYB
HAIoCJIeJOK XBOCTOM I10 HalIMM (PU3MOHOMMSAM, CHOBa Mcye3aeT B TeMHoTe. He 3Halo, Kak Koro, a
MeHsI 9TO OOHAIEKMBALT: 3HAYUT, €CTh KyJa Ucye3arb. 3HAUUT, HE TYIHUK.

Briepenu meneii BCE MeHbllle, CBET ITOYTH HE MPOHUKAET BHYTPb, JIy4UU TEPSIOTCS, pacTBOPS-
I0TCS1 B TEMHOTE.

— Ioiny rsHy, — cooOrmaet Jlekcuii.

[Toka oH, COrHyBIIUChH, TPOOUPAETCS B Helpa ropsl, Mbl ¢ [leHn MogHUMaeM CHavasia MajKy,
a IIOTOM M €€ caMmy.

— PasBuska! — kpuunt uzganeka Jlekcuii, X0 KaraeT MeXIy CTEHaMHU €ro rojioc, Kaxercs,
OyIITO CKajla BBEpXY 3BEHUT OT HAIIPSIKEHMUS.

— OO6Ban He ycTpol, — BopuuT IleHu, HO IBMKETCs CIeIOM 3a HUM, MOATAIKUABAS 1B TAJIKU
3a COOOI.

[Toka cHEMaIO U CKpyUYMBal0 BEPEBKY, OKa3bIBAIOCh COBCEM JaJieKo. be3 npukpbITHs Briepenu u
3a CIMHOM He 110 ceOe, BCE UyAsITCs B pa3BoaX TEMHOTHI KAKMe-TO MpayvHble TEH! U TIOJ03PHUTETbHBIE
LIOPOXH.

[enn, noruae Jlekcus, 0 YEM-TO C HUM IEPEroBapuBaACTCs — MBITAIOCh pa300paTh, HO CJIOBA B
KPUBBIX TEIIEPHBIX CBOAAX MPe0OPa30OBBIBAIOTCS, AENAsCh HEYy3HABAEMbIM HAOOPOM T'YJIKHX 3BYKOB.
Hymaro, peraoT, Kak UCCIeA0BaTh IPOXO/BI.

Crenty, CIOTBIKAIOCh, BBIPOHUB MOCOX. OT3BYKH MajieHHs €IIE KaKoe-To BpeMst OapadaHsT 1o
HEepBaM, [I03TOMY He Cpa3y 3aMeyvalo CPeA HUX CTpaHHbIN 3ByK. Ho mogHsATas najka yxe He u3Jaért
ITYMOB, a C3a/I1 OTYETIIMBO CJIBIIIUTCS XPYCT, MEPECTYK KaMHEH.

Czanu! Korna s ugy nocneanei!
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I'JIABA CEJIDMAA

Hosaus

I[Tyraiock, Kak MOTy OCKOpee pa3BopaurBaIOCh, 3aLIENUB ILIEYOM Y3KUI CBOJ, IIUILIIO OT OOJH.
TEmHBIE TyMaHbl MO-MPEKHEMY CTEJIIOTCS BOKPYT, CKpapiBasi BUAUMOCTb. V3nanu Jlekcuid 4to-To
BOpUHUT 00 y3Ko¥ MblmesoBke. [Ilopox, mocTykuBaHue MOTPEBOKEHHBIX KaMEIIKOB MPUOIKaeTCs,
Y3 TEMHOTBI BBICBEUMBAIOTCS J1BA rOpsIIMX ria3za. KpacHbix!

IepecrtaB ToTKOM COOOpakaTh, CO BCEX CHJI BBITYCKAIO BOILIb U3 JIETKUX.

— Yt0? — BckpuKuBaer Baajeke [leHu, eme nabine CIBIIUTCSA TIyXod yaap 00 ouepeiHoe
y3KOe MECTO U 0acOBUTHIC TIOMUHAHUST OECOB.

['maza nepecraT CBeTUTHCS KPACHBIM, TPUOTMKAIOTCS, CBEPKasi OOBIYHBIM 3€JICHOBATHIM CBE-
TOM, ITPOPE3aHHBIM BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU IIEISIMU 3PAYKOB.

— Ox, Ilycsa! — Bockimnano, 3aBUIEB MPUBBIYHBIE MEXOBbIE OUepTaHus. — Kak Tbl MeHs Hamy-
rana. Komika! — o6bsicHsii0 criyTHukam. — HaBepHoe, kpyroBoit xon Haiuia. Bel Buzjenu, Kyga oHa
saxoqmia? OTmeTuts Obl!

Jlekcuii 4TO-TO OTBEUAET, a y MEHS U3 TOJIOBBI BCE HE MAYT 3TU KpacHble I71a3a. Uto 3a KOTEHKa
s1 mogoOpana?!

CriemM Harsatb JIpy3eu, CieBa BUAHEETCS MPOBAJ Y3KOIO XO[a, Ha/l HUM BbILIAPANAHO CXe-
MaTU4YecKoe N300paxkeHe KOIaubeil rooBbl ¢ ycamu U XBocToM. [lycs, roprno ¢heIpKHYB — TO Jid B
CTOPOHY TOHHEJIsI, TO JIU PUCYHKA, — OSKUT TPYCLIOM Jajbliie, KO BTOPOW Pa3BUIIKE, IIle MOIKUAAIOT
Jlekcuii ¢ Ilenn. YBepeHHO CBOpauMBaeT B MpaBblil XOJI.

— Ilycs roBopurt, Tyaa, — yabi0aoCh.

— OH MeHblIIe, — C COMHEeHHeM TsHeT Jlekcuil.

— Hy u 4t0? — He moHuMmalo, Bcell aymon meutas yBuaeth OBunHM0. KTo ObI MOT MOyMaTs,
41O Oy/Iy C 3aMHpaHUEM Cepillia OKHUIaTh BO Mpake Ielep Y€pHbIi skeHckuii cuiyat! Ho lapcasnes
OTKarT He CIEeMT MPUXOAUTh Ha nomols. Hazerock, xoTk camoro apcans He myvyaetr. OBUHMIO Be/lb
Y OTOTHATh HEKOMY.

CxuMalo KyJlaku, TYT ke OOpYIIMBAIOTCS] MBICIH, KOTOPBIE sl OTYAassHHO CTapaloch He MOAITyC-
KaTb — O BPEMEHU KOPMJIEHHSI, O KPOXOTHOU T'OJIOBKE Y TPy, O JIETCKOM IUIa4e, KOTOPBIA TOJIBKO
MaMa MOXKET YCIIOKOWTb. . .

— W nypaky u3BecTHO, 4TO B meniepax Jydilie BHIOUpaTh MIUPOKKE XO[bl, — CJIOBHO MU3JIajIeKa
JoHocuTcs oTBeT Jlekcus, Bo3paxenus [lenu:

— He 3Hai0, 4T0O U3BECTHO J1ypakaM, HO BO3[lyX TYT CBEXee, a TaM, — B3MaXUBAET PyKOU B CTO-
POHY JIEBOTO TyTH, — 3aTXJIbIA U CHEPTHI, U BOHSET KAKUM-TO OOJIOTOM.

PeanbHOCTh CHOBa HaBaNMBAaeTCs MPAYHBIM OCO3HAHUEM M OCTPBHIM YYBCTBOM O€3bICXOIHOM
TOCKH.

— WUnémre 3a [lycen, — 30By, Jiyullie BEPHYTbCS, YEM CTOATh U CIOPUTD, Tepsist Bpemsi! 3aKychl-
Bato ryoy, s He cnamcsi. Hu 3a uro!

Korku yxe He BUITHO — He CITBIIIHO, Jlekcuii ¢ [TeHu ermé o 4€M-To neperoBaprBaroTcsi, 00Cyx-
JAI0T TyTH, HO s CTIeNTy BHEpEn, B HA/IEK/IE, YTO OHU MeHsI He OpOCAT U BCE jKe BUHYTCS CJICIOM.
ToHHENb pe3Ko CBOpAauMBAET BIIPABO U BHU3, INEJICH, Yepe3 KOTOpbIe MPOOUBAIOTCS KPOXH JTydeH,
BcE MenblIie. Eme HemHoro, u 6e3 (poHapruka coBceM He 0OONTHUCH.

HamynsiBaio cTreHy, mpUKkacach NajabliaMy — BJIAXKHAsA, CJIM3KAasA, TaK U KAXETCs, YTO ceryac
HATOJIKHYCh Ha KaKMX-HUOY/Th MAyKOB WM MOKpHII. [Tepenéprusatoch ot oTBpaiiieHust. Bropoii pykoii
JepKy Majky, MPOCTYKHUBAIO MOJ mepes coOoil. [1aBHOe He OCTaHABIMBATLCS, MOTOMY YTO MOTOM
PEIINUThCS CHOBA UATH OY/IET B COTHIO Pa3 CJIOXKHEE.

Bnepenu MenbkaeT TEMHBIN )KEHCKUN CHITYST, OTHEHHBIE OTOJIECKH TaJIAl0T HA CTEHBL.

— OBunus! — 30By, Opocasich 3a Held. — [Togoxau!
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YcKopstioch, OKa BUIHO XOTh YTO-TO, U3/1ajIeKa OTKJIMKaeTcsl JIeKCuil, HO CJIOB He pa3o0parth.
OBuHUs He TO BeNIET, He yOeraer, He TO MPOCcTo MeperuTcs. Kakoe-To Bpemst Muych clieqjoM, 00sICh
MOTEPATH U3 BULIY.

Omrymao Ha cede IyKAblid, TPOH3UTENbHBIA B3I, CIMHA TIOKPHIBACTCS JISASTHBIMUA UTJIAMU
cTpaxa, CKMUMaIo 3yObl, YIIPSMO JeJ1alo HeCKOJBbKO IaroB Briepén. K ocranoBuBieiics JJapcaneBoi. . .
JIaXke He 3Halo, Kak €€ Ha3BaTh.

BuyTpu He€ Oy1yeT, mpopsiBaeTcsi ropsiiiee ramsi, Ho rociie orust Jlapcasist Ha Hero CMOTPETh
o4ty He 001bHO. TOMBKO ThMa BOKPYT KakeTcs emé Oojee TyCTO U TUIOTHOM.

— I'ne on? — cripammBao, cTapasich BhIAEpKaTh, HE OTBECTH B3IV

— He 3Hato, — 111€1€CTUT, OCHINAETCS 3ByKaMH CTPaHHBIIA, HE COBCEM YEJIOBEUECKUII IOJIOC.

A BApPYT s1 CBaJIMJIaCh U 3TO BCE JIUIIIB IO BOOOpaskeHus1? Beab He MOXeT ObITh, YTO Ha CAMOM
nene?

— B HoBane mano coép. Tsxeno. .. Haitau ero!

— Tam nipoxon?

- Ha...

— Kro... T emy? — mienuy.

OBuHMSA NPONAAAET, KAK-TO PE3KO, B OAHO MTHOBEHME. JIMIO KOJIOT UIOJIKU TyMaHa, c3a1u
noHocstes ronoca Jlekcus c Ilenu. 3oy Ilycio, cHOBa poBUTraroCch MOYTH HAOUTYIIb.

CreHa pe3ko 0OpbIBaeTCsl, HE MOT'Y TIOHSITh, UTO TaM BIIEped, CTy4y Majkoi mo noxy. Haeep-
HOE, YyTh JIM HE BIEPBbIE JO KOHIA OCO3HaI0, KakoBo [apcamo. OcOOEHHO eclii MepeKphiTh eMy
JOCTYII K CHJIE.

OTKyna-To mpoOUBaETCs eBa CIBIIIHBIN 3BYK BOIBI — TO JIU MIOJ3EMHAsI PEKa, TO JIU HeOOJTBIIOM
BOJIONA]] B CTEHE.

MenieHHO, OCTOPOKHO JIeJTalo HECKOJIBKO I1aroB BIiepeN, Kocteps npo cedst OBUHMIO — MOTJIa
Obl 1 ocBeTHTh! CNOEB eii He xBaraet! [lyraiock, UTO APY3bsi MPOMIYT MUMO, PEIIal0 BEPHYThCS K
CTeHE M JOKHUIATHCS TaM.

— Jlana! — 30BéT u3nasieka [lenu, korga OHU yMyAPWINUChH TaK OTCTaTh?

— 4 Tyr! — moBopauMBaIOCh, MyM BOJBI BCE SIBCTBEHHEE, M 9T B3MIsiAbl OBUHMU. .. WHOT/IA
MHE KaXeTcsl, OHa C paJIoCThio 3aBesia Obl Hac B 0Oyt 6e3nHy! Ho Bens mpocut Haiitu dapcansa?
HagepHnoe, g Hagens10 €€ CIMIIKOM YeJJOBEYECKMMHU KaueCTBaMH. A 3TO BEJlb... HABEPHOE, IIPOCTO
sHeprus?

TsHyCch MaJIKOM, TJIe-TO 3[ech JOKHA ObITh cTeHa. 30By Ilycio — 3amporactuiach Kyaa-To,
MOXET, JaBHO yXke BBICKOUWJIA Ha ToW cropoHe rop? HaBepHoe, Kak M BCsiKasi yBaxkaroias ceOs
KOIIIKA, JJOJKHA XOPOIIIO OPUEHTUPOBATHCS] B TEMHOTE.

Hora Brpyr cockanb3biBaeT, U3-10j1 MOIOIIBB BBUIETAIOT HECKOJIBKO KAMEIIIKOB U OCHITTAIOTCS.
Mawma! ITpomacts?!

He ycrieBato ucryrarbcesi, Kak OIIyIalo, YTO HAYMHAIO KY/Ia-TO CKOJIb3UTH U, MOTEPSIB paBHOBE-
cue, majaio Ha noit. [Tanka BhICKaKMBaeT U3 PyK, ITTyXO OTCTYKMBAET IO BBICTYIIaM SIBHO BHU3. A s
MO-TIpeKHEMY HHUEro TOJIKOM He BUXKY !

XBaTaoch 3a CKOJIB3KHI MOJ, 00JaMbIBasi OCTAaTKM HEKOTJa KPACHBBIX, YXOKEHHBIX HOI'TEH,
MaJIbLB ¥ KOJIEHH KPOBOTOYAT, MBITAIOCh BBIKAPAOKATHCS C Kpasi OOphIBa.

— Ilenn! Jlekcuii! — kpuuy, Opy3bsi OTKJIMKAIOTCS MO-TIPEeKHEMY U3alieka, JIekcuil BCE uepThl-
XaeTcs, HeYXKeJu TaM elle MpoXo/sl ObLTH, KoTopbie s He 3ametuia?! — [Mycs! OBunus! — B oT9astHUN
nepeOupaio BCex.

Horu ockanb3bIBaloTCs, O CTYIHSIMU ITyCTOTA, BO3MOXKHO, TaM COBCEM HE BBICOKO, HO B TEM-
HoTe 10 6e3ymus crpamHo! Kak ke riyno, 3Toro He MOXeT ObITh !

Bnanu menbkaeT pa3MbITOE MATHBIIIKO (POHApUKa, BCEMU CUJIaMU MOJAI0Ch €My HABCTpeUy, HO
MO-TIpeKHEMY TIOCKaJIb3bIBAIOCh, HUKAK HE TIOJJHUMYCh.
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Mumo npoHOCUTCS U4TO-TO TEMHOE, Hafeloch, Ilycs, nbITaloch pasmisaeTh CBET, OTPaKEHHBIN
KOIIIQYbMMH I71a3aMH, OTHAKO HUYETO HE BUKY.

— Kuc? — 30By TuxX0.

W3 TeMHOTHI BApYT NOsABISAETCS pyKa. XBaTaeT MEHs 3a 3aIlSICThe U TSHET BBEpX. B CKyIHBIX
OTcBeTax HaOmona He3HakoMylo (urypy. [lanuka, yxkac, 61arogapHOCTb CIUIETAIOTCS TIe-TO B COM-
HEYHOM CIUJIETEHUH, Napajin3ys, KOrja Mo HOraMu CHOBA OKa3bIBA€TCs TBEPADINA, UyTh BJIAKHBII, HO
HE TaKOW CKOJIb3KHI MOJ.

— Ko TBI? — 1IEM4Y, NBITASACh CIPABUTHCSA C JPOKBIO, HO HE3HAKOMEIL] — HE3HAKOMKa ? — MOJT4a
OTCTYIIAET, TEPSISCh BO MpaKe, OCTaBJIss OLIYIIEHHE HEpeaJlbHOCTH, HEBO3MOKHOCTH.

TBoro 6ectrio, kKak CTpakul NOHUMAIOT, T/e sIBb, a IJe — OTKatT? MOXeT, s 10 CUX TOp BaJISIOCh
T0J1 CTeHOM, Opexy pasroBopamu ¢ OBUHMEN U TAMHCTBEHHBIMU HE3HAKOMITAMU ?

Onwuparock Ha BHOBb OOPETEHHYIO CTEHY CITUHOM, OIyCKaloCh BHU3, TIOJKaB KoJeH!. Yepes Mur
PBaHbIi CBeT (DOHAPUMKA, IJISIIYIIEro B TaKT Oeryiiemy JIekcuio, Oka3piBaeTcsi COBCeM psiioM. UyTh
no3aau MuuT [lenu, ¢ 1pyroii CTOpOHBI BBICKAKMBAeT B3bepoleHHas [1ycs.

— Yro cityumiiocs? — TOpMO3UT JIekcuil, HO MEHsI BCE eIl TPACET U CJI0B HeT. U sA3bIK CJIOBHO
OHEMeJI, He [TOBOPaunBaeTCsl.

Hano npenyripeants, 4TO Mbl HE OJIHH, TOJIBKO CITy4MBIIIEECs MpelcTaBisiercs: BCE Oonee U
oonee panractueckuM. [Toka codupaio MbIcu U dMolH, JIeKcHii ieaeT HECKOIBKO I1aroB BIie-
pén, Tyaa, OTKyAa MEHs TOJIbKO YTO BBITAILMJIO HEUYTO COBEPIIEHHO HE MOIAIOLIEECs JIOTHUECKOMY
OOBSICHEHHUIO.

— OcropoxHo, — 6opmouy. — Tam mpornacTs. .. Hy WM SMa.

Jlexcuii cBeTUT (DOHAPUKOM, MPOOYET MAIKOW, MEAJIeHHO cTynaeT. [IeHu cMOTpUT BCTpeBo-
’KE€HHO, OJTHAKO Ha OTBETaX He HacTtauBaeT. [lycs Teryercs noj pyky, MalllMHAJIBHO IJIaKy, YyBCTBYs,
KaK TETUIBIN MeX TOJT JIAJIOHSIMU ITOMOTAeT YCIIOKOUThCS, IIPUITH B ceOsl, CIIOBHO ObI yOesKaaeT, MO,
BcE B nopsiake. He To Korika Beib HepBHIYAIA Obl, HABEpHOE?

IIpaBna, oHa BCio 10pory MOJO3pUTENIBbHO crioKorHa. Kpome Toro pasa, koraa Ilenu cracana.

Cwmortpio Ha Heé, [Tycs otBevaer Tuxum «Myp-p». Hy Kak 1 B 4éM MOKHO MO103peBaTh TaKYIO
JIACKOBYIO Kollleuky? B3ppixaro.

[TogHuMalOCh, XO4y YAOCTOBEPUTHLCS, UTO U ITPONACTb, 1 HEU3BECTHO OTKY/1A B3SIBILIASCSA HEU3-
BECTHO Ybsl pyKa peasibHbl. Bpyr mocemaer Iukasi MbICIb — MOXET ObITh, 51 BCE emE BO ABOpIE?
MosxeT ObITh, Ha MEHS BO3JECUCTBYIOT MEHTAJIBIIIUKY, 2 HA CAMOM JIeJe. . .

— DT0 He MponacTs! — nepeduBaeT TUKME MBICIH PaJoCTHBINA Bo3riac Jlekcus. — Cmotpure!

[Tpubnmxaemcst OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI HE COCKOIB3HYTh 10 OPOCHIMM MXOM M KAKUM-TO CJIOBHO
[JITMHUCTBIM CKJIOHaM.

Buuzy, MeTpax B TpEX, MJIM MOKET OBITh ISITH — MOTYMpPAK CKPbIBAET PACCTOSTHHAE — BUTHEETCS
pyueii... Het, He pydeii! [Toxoxke Ha KaKyl-TO CTOYHYIO KaHaBy. PyKOTBOpHYI0, 0OI0KEeHHYIO OeTO-
HOoM!

— Penbcel! — kpuuur Ilenu, ykaspiBast pykoi Baaib. [IpuriisaeBImck, Toxe BUKY JBE MOJIOCHI,
oTpaxaorue OJMKY (pOHAPUKA, YXOIAIIHE KyJa-TO BIITyOb TOPBI.

—Hapo ciiyctuthest, — BOCIPSIHYB JIyXoM, IpUHAMaeT KomanaoBanue Jlekcuid. Toxe yipioaocs,
YK Tenepb-To Mbl TOUHO B MoBane! M TOUHO Ijie-To JoMkeH ObITh Bhixon! Briess!

Ox, XOTh OBl HE O0BA. ..

BBIroHs110 U3 royIoBBI MOCEMMBIIKECS] TaM CTPaxH, Moka JIeKcuil uiner, 3a 4to Obl 3aKpernuTh
BepEBKY. Bcé-Taku oOphIB peasieH, a 3TO 3HAYUT. ..

— 41 clona uyTh He cBaIMIIACh, — IPOU3HOIILY, PEIUIUBILKC.

— Ckosb3Ko, — comataercs [lenu.

— MeH4. .. 4TO-TO BBITALLUIIO.

— Yr0-T0? — B TPEBOXHOM THIIMHE CITyTHUKU 000paYMBAIOTCSI, BOH3UBIIMCH B3I JAMU B MOU
1a3a.

44



H. Hampre. «Cremoii CTpak CKPHITBIX 3eMeb»

— ITokazanoce. .. ybd-To pyka. Ho... He yBepeHa. He y3nana. He... nonsua.

— Pyka? Cama no ce6e? — Jlekcuii He TO IIYTUTh MIBITAETCS, HE TO BBIPAXKaeT COMHEHUE B MOMX
YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX. B KOTOPBIX U 51 yke He O KOHIIa yBepeHa.

— OcrasnpHOE B TeMHOTe He pa3risjena, — Oypkato. — Ho oHo Tam Toxe ObLT0.

—Yro?

— bec ero 3Haer.

B ronoBy cneraiorcst TuKue MbICTH 00 OCTaTKaX CaMOOKHMBIIETO U OIMYABIIIEro podoTa.

— Upémre ckopee! — mporiry. — A TO 1 TYT yMOM JIBUHYCB !

Jlekcuil kMBaeT, MocieIHUil pa3 AEpHYB KoHell. Ilog ero 4yTKum pyKOBOACTBOM JIOBOJIBHO
OBICTPO CITyCKaeMcsl, caM OH yMy/psieTcs elé U BepeBKy 3a0path. [Toxoke, 3aKpernuiT KaKMM-TO XUT-
PbIM y3JI0M, IEPHYJ Pa30K MO-OCOOEHHOMY — M OHA CBAJIAJIACh K €ro HOram, Ipsi3Hast, HO BCE TaKast ke
nosne3Has. [lycs cipelrMBaeT OMHUM TMTAaHTCKUM CKauKOM, paloCTHO YHOCHUTCS Bliepén. Bekopoctu
Y Mbl IPUOIMKAEMCS K TIOOECKMBAIOLIMM PEJTbCaM.

[lenu, npuceB, HAUMHAET U3ydaTh METAJUIMYECKUE TOJIOCH. [lake pyKoi MPOBOIUT.

— He cnmimkom pxkaBble. 3HAUUT, MU XOTh U3PEIKa MOIb3YIOTCS. .. OTCTOMHUK KaKOW-HUOYb?

— Cnpiuure? — nogHuMaet nasen Jlekcuii.

Jan€kuii MepHbIN EPEeCcTyK KOJIEC 3BYUUT HACTOSIIIIEN MY3bIKOW B 9TOM AUKOM MeCTe.

— Hoexatp Obl ipsiMo 110 Mimrapa... — MeuTaio BCIyX, ABUHYBIIUCH TI0 IITIaJIaM B Ty CTOPOHY,
OTKY/a JIOHOCUTCS PaAyIOIIUi CepaLe 3BYK.

B crenax, Ha 10CTaTOYHOM PACCTOSIHUU JIPYT OT ApYra, MOSABIAIOTCS TYCKJIO MEPLAIOIIME aBa-
puiiHbBle CBETWJIBHUKM. Boga ocraércs mo3zagm, BMecTe ¢ yxkacamu, HacensomuMu neniepsl. CBoz
CTAaHOBHUTCS BCE OoJiee NMBUIM30BAHHBIM M CyXHM, Yepe3 rojryaca MosBIsieTcsl BTopasi Kosesi, Tpo-
XOZIUM HECKOJIbKO OTBETBJICHUH, TOXKE OCBEIIEHHBIX — MOcIIe (DOHAPUKA CIIA0BIi CBET MPEACTABISIETCS
€/1Ba JI HE CaMbIM SIPKUM B MUpe! A OTCYTCTBHE TEMHBIX TYMaHOB U BOBCE IPa3/IHUKOM.

— JlokomoTtuB! — Gpocaercs Briepén [leHn, KoIKa BIPUTIPBIKKY TPYCUT 3a HEW.

[MepernaapiBaemcs ¢ JlekcueM, He cliepXuBasi YIbIOOK. [lefCTBUTEIHHO, IEKTPOBO3, K KOTO-
POMY TMPUCOETUHEHBI TOBapHbIE BaroHsl. He BRINIAIUT 3a0pOIIEHHBIM — CKOpee KIET paciiiCaHus
WM 3a€XaJl B OTCTOMHMK, YTOOBI BRIPYJIUTH APYTUM KOHIIOM.

— IMommpoOyem? — kuBaet Ha Hero [lenu. [Moxumarn muedyamu. OH 37eCh MOXET M HECKOJIBKO
IIHEN CTOSTh.

— [epepoxHyTh HYKHO, — COIJIAIIAIOCH TIOCNIE KOPOTKOro KojeOanus. — [lepekycutb. Moxer,
BHYTPU HalJEM pacliMcaHue WX MYTh CIE0BaHUS.

ToBapHbIe KOHTEHHEPHI BBIIISIAT HEPUCTYITHO, JIeKcHii mpeiaraeT OThICKaTh KaKOH-HUOYIb
OTKpBITHIH, [leHrn HacTanBaeT Ha JIOKOMOTHBE — MOJI, MAIIIMHUCT CEeHYac JOJKEeH OBITh C IPyroi CTo-
POHBI COCTaBa, 3HAUYUT, HAC HUKTO HE HAMJIET.

INoka mel ¢ Jlekcuem pasnymbiBaeM, [lenn 3a0upaetcs Mo JeceHke, Aaxe yMyIpsieTcst OTKPHITh
JBEPb, 30BET HAC CBEPXY.

— He 3anepro? — XMypHTCsl MacTep 3alUThl, MHE TOXE Takasl MoJIoca yaau KaxeTcs MoJo3pH-
TesbHOM. [ToToMy uTO ecm cynpOa Ha UTO paciieAPUTCsl, 3HAYUT, 32 TIOBOPOTOM JIEJIO COBCEM JPSIHb.

[lenn noxuMaer 1ie4yaMu, OTTOHSIIO MBICTM O TOM, HE MPUXOAWIOCH JIM YINYHOU JEBUOHKE
emé 1 IBepy B3JIaMbIBaTh? MEHTaIBIMKY BeIb HABEPHSIKA Pa3001aumin Obl?

Ho ycranocts, nepexuthiii ykac U Tsra K poiHbIM YE€JIOBEYECKUM BelllaM, CKOHCTPYUPOBaH-
HBIM JIIOJIbMU MAallTHAM, IepeBelrBaeT. MaxHyB Ha BCE pyKo#, 3a0Mpaioch BCJie] 3a TIOIPYrou.

CxugpiBaeM ofiesiiia, HaTépime Bcio criuHy. [Toka [lenu poercs B monckax empl, Jlekcuii 00xo-
JWT JOCTYITHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Huxoro, — cooOraer.

Kusaro, omnymiasi, kKak HauMHAIO OTKJIIOUaThes. Pyraio ceds, paHo emi€, 1eHb B pasrape, crie-
umTh Hago! Ho To i1 u3MoxaEHHOE Teno, TO JIM NEPEHANpATIIMICA MO3T PELIAoT 10 CBOEMY, Ipo-
BaJIMBAIOCh B TEMHOE 3a0bIThE, B KOTOPOM jaxe OBUHHS HE TPEBOKHUT MEHSI.

45



H. Hoampre. «Crnenoii CTpax CKPBITHIX 3eMeJIb»

[Tpuxoxy B ceOst OT MEpHBIX TOTYKOB. [1oxoske, Tak U BBIpyOUsIach Ha roimy. Jpy3bs 3a00TIMBO
TIOJIOTKHYJIU TIO1 TOJIOBY ofiesiio, [1ycsi MoMypKUBaeT psoM, HaMeKasi, 4TO OHa — JTy4Inasi OgyIIKa
IJIs1 yCTaBIIeN SKC-UMITepaTpHUIIbL.

— Kak 01?7 — nogaér ronoc Ilenu.

— Kyna enem? — caxychb, BCTpSIXHYB COOpPAaHHBIMH B CITyTAHHBIA XBOCT BOJIOCAMHU.

— Yepes Mamiekc o JlyOapa.

— 310 )€ coBceM psiioM ¢ Uimrapom! — BocTopraioch.

— Jlekcuit Toxe pan, — cornamaercs Ilenu. — Ho s Bc€ ke mymato, ydiue coitu B Matekce
¥ 103a00TUTHCS O TOKyMEHTaX. ..

— C yma comra?! — BO3MyIIAI0Ch, MBICTIb 00 OYEPEHON 3aIepKKe KakeTCsl He MMPOCTO KOIIyH-
CTBEHHOW, HO 1 onacHoi. — [1oka MeHs1 oTcioa He ccaiAT, ...

— XOpoI1o, eciy TONbKO CCajsiT, — MpayHo OTBedaeT [leHn, OPOCHMB CepAMTHIA B3I HA
COIVIAaCHOro co MHOM Jlekcusi. — A eciu 3aepXkaT JO BBISICHEHUS JIUYHOCTH, & TO U BOBCE YNEKYT
3a pemeTky?

E€ croBa TpeBoxar, HO He HaCTOJIBKO, YTOOBI OTKA3aThCsI OT OBICTPOM BOBMOKHOCTH JJOOPAThCS
10 CTOJTHIIBL.

— MBI y3ke CTOJNBKO MpOIUTH 03 TOKyMEHTOB, — OTBEYal0 THUXO.

PaszpicknBaio 6aHOUKY ¢ Jie4eOHOI Ma3bio — CCAIUHBI HOIOT, CITUIIIKOM OTYETIMBO HAMEKas1, YTO
CKOJIbKEHHE TI0 CKJIOHY MHE He IPUCHUIIOCh.

— 3pech Tebe He ATio, — BopuuT [leHu, omHaKO, MOX0Xe, CIAETCS MOl MOUM HAIIOPOM.

Hapcanwv

— CunéH, — cTply yBakuTeIbHOe. — JIBOWHYIO 103y ke BKOJIONHU, Aymaia, 1o Mirapa Oyner
criaTh, aH HeT, BCE JIOMUTCS Kya-To!

— Emé nasaii!

— OmnacHo.

— A BIpyr CHOBa OYHETCSA?

Jlexy, He 1meBemock, cnyman. He Mory npuiitu B cebs oT niepexuroro. JIo 4ero xe peaiu-
cruuHo. Bpen nnm Bunenne? Ha uém oHa MOXeT Tak ObICTPO MYaThCs?

A Jlekcuii tae? Ilycs? U o kom-to yerBEpTrom Caiiep ynoMuHam?

OH crieranbHO cKaszas, urto Hoamus cOexaia, 4ToObl 1 Kak MOCTYIIHBIA OapaH Joexall 0
T'PaHUIIbL.

E€ ner 6ompinie. I MmeHs Oosnbiiie HeT. Be3 Moel Chtbl s1 HUKTO.

— XBaTUT MPUTBOPSTHCS, — B3JBIXAET PSIIOM OHA U3 JKEHIIUH. Ta, y KOTOpO#i rooc nmoMsirye.

UYro Tebe HykHO? Momdy.

— He pacckaxerib, yto ciyuunoch ¢ Hoanueit Jlemmu?

Ecmu Gbl s1 cam 3Has1. OTKpBIBAIO 17134, He MIPEICTABIISI0, KaK OHU ceiuac CMOTPSTCS, HO Hajie-
10Ch, Tyraorne. [TbITaloch TOBEpHYTHCS B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKY/Ia TOHOCHUTCS 3BYK. HeHaBIIKy.

— Ilouemy BBl pelIniIM, YTO CIy4UIOCH?

B ronogse 6ynro nepekmouaercs. B Aiio He MoxeT ObITh corisiiatae, Cliernble pacrpaBisioTCs
C HUMH HENIa{HO. 3HAYUT, UMIIEPATOp caM Ja 3HaTh? 3auem?!

— Bupumib m, Japcans. MBI CIMIIIKOM TIO3HO BBISICHIIIY, Kak odonutmck ¢ Jlueueit Kpoc. U
Ha 3TOT pa3 pelIIU MepecTpaxoBarbcs. B oropop Obu1 100aBIeH TOMOIHUTENIBHBIN MTyHKT, Kacalo-
muicst tnyHoro Ctpaxa umneparpuiibl. Y MocKonbKy Te0st HaM nepeiaiy, 3HAYKT, C UMITepaTpHLIeH
YTO-TO MPOU3OIILIO.

[TynkT. PasmeHsutn. .. Kak pa3MeHHyIo MoHeTy. Tak BOT nodemy Mimapranap cToinb CKOporo-
CTHXKHO MeHs BbIOpas. C caMoro Havyasia cooupasics 3aBecTy peOEHKa 1 U30aBUTHCS OT HEeE, IKEHUTHCS
Ha cBoel OpoHMpOBaHHOM cyke? Kak MUHMMYyM, HE UCKIIIOUaT Takylo Bo3MOKHOCTh. Ho JIus Bcé-
TAaKM 3aCTaBJIa ero Kojaedarbes!

— OdunmanpHas Bepcrsi HaC He yCTpauBaeT, caM MOHUMAEllb.
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Ecnu 6wt 51 emi€ 3Han e€, opurmanpeayio! MiamMena co MHo, urto m?!

3710CTh, SIPOCTh, TOPEUb CILIETAIOTCS, MyTbCUPYIOT, HAIYIIBIBAsI CKPBITYIO, 3a0JIOKUPOBAHHYIO
CUJTY.

— Huuero yxe He u3MeHuTh. Thl MOKEIb CAEIaTh COTPYAHUYECTBO C HAMU IPOCTBIM U IPUAT-
HBIM, WM Ke... CIIOXHBIM U HENPUATHBIM. [[J1s1 Te0s, KOHEYHO: MBI-TO B JIIOOOM CITyyae CBOE BO3b-
MEM.

— He BOo3bMETE.

— 910 noYeMy ke? — HeIOyMEeHHUE B IoJoce, 1, M0-MOeMy, OHA HEMHOT'O IlepeMecTuiIach. Ara,
3HAYUT, MOU B3IJISI]T BCE-TAKU MPOOUPAET.

— Crierible He pa3MHOKAIOTCS 0e3 omaa.

— Ax, 161 00 3TOM. Jlo/KHa TeOs1 pa3odapoBath. 11 pa3MHOKEHHS HaM ITOKa XBaTaeT MaTepH-
ana. Hac ropasno 6osbliie nHTEpecyeT IMEHHO OMaa.

Owmaa...

4 He mam To, yTO MM HYkHO. He npenam. [laxe Toro, KTo mpenaa MeHs.

[Toromy uTto 32 HUM — Bech AWO.

— Bol 3Ha71 0 Manapuun? Banecuun? [louemy. .. ro3BosisieTe YBO3UTH JIEBYIIEK ?

3amunka. [Tourn CJIbIITY, KaK BOPOYarOTCA MBICIIN B eé Tr'OJIOBC, MPOCUYUTHIBAIOTCA BAPpUAHTHI —
pacckaszartb, He pacckaszarh? IIponeMoHCTprpoBaTh 10BEpUe WK MPOSIBUTh OCTOPOKHOCTD ?

— Buauins su. Tloka uMmneparopsl MojiaraioT, YTO Mbl HUYETO HE 3aMevaeM, 32 HaMU COXpaHsi-
€TCsI XOTh KaKOe-TO MPEUMYIIECTBO.

Toxe pasMeHHbIE MOHETHL. YCMexaloch KpuBo. [emessle remku B urpax Beicuux. He yaus-
JIIOCh, €CJIM HEKOTOPBIX M CAMU TBITAIOTCS TOJICYHYTh.

U pa3 yx oHa MHE 3TO TOBOPUT... 3HAUMT, YBEPEHA, UTO HE BHIOEPYCh.

A Benp Crenbix HeT, cooOpakaro, a 3T IyMaiu, uto Oyay cnarhk 1o Wmrapa. Bot oH, Mo
1aHc!

Cocpe1oTOYMBIINCH, CKUIBIBAIO OMOCTHUIEBIINIA OJIOK, TPU3BIBAIO K TIOBEPXHOCTHU CHITY.

— 3ps# 11, Japcanb, — yKOpU3HEHHOE.

BCKaKI/IBaIO, CTapaloCb pasriAaacTb, CKOJIbKO 3A€Ch JKCHIIWH WM Ha KAKHUX IO3UIUAX. 3p€HI/IC
Me/IJIeHHO, HEOXOTHO BO3BpAIIaeTcs, OyATO Ha HEero BcE emié uTo-To JedcTByer. M3 HMOTKyaa mpo-
CTYMNalOT OYepTaHUs IPEIMETOB.

Vaap B 11e40, CTPSIXMBAIO UyXKYIO PYKY, IBITAIOCh COOOPa3UTh, KaK TaK MOCAIUTh IPaBHUKap,
4yTOOBI HEe Pa3ouTh. SI-TO HU YepTa MoJOOHOTO HE YMEIO.

BrlIcKMBa0 CHHIO aypy — CTPEMUTENIBHO MPUOIMKAETCS, Ha STOT pa3 BIXKY U Jlekcus, u, no-
MOEMY, JakKe KOILKY.

IMoe3n! Onu mormm godpartkes 1o noesna! [ne-To 31eck Beaph XOOUT, K 3araay OT TOR JOPOrH,
Kakou exajl UMIepaTop.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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