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H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

Haraaba CanyHkoBa
3aMOK KHATHHH

I'nasa 1. Ilnennuna

JeBy1iika, 3aneprasi B OAMHOKOM OalllHe, CMOTpeJa B BBICOKOE U y3KOE€ OKHO CBOEW TIOPbMBI.
OHa nofBHHYJIa CTY/ U BCTaJIa HA HEro, TaKk MOXHO OBLIO TOJIOKUTD JIOKTU Ha MOJIOKOHHHMK, TOJIO-
Oparbcs K caMOy pelIeTKe U YBUAETb He TOJbKO HEOO, HO U IOpBl, MIOPOCILIUE JIECOM, U PEKY, TEKY-
11y B ymeinse. Ho oHa cMoTpena Bajib, Ha CHEXKHBIE BEPILVHBI, CUSAIOIINE HA (POHE OCIIETTUTEIBHON
roayOusHsl. 1 Ha gpakoHa. ..

XO0TeNoCh MPUBBIYHO OTBECTHU IVIa3a, HO BrepBble KaHTaHa He crasa storo nesmars. Harmpo-
THB, OHa paccMaTpHBaJa jeTatorero 38epsi. Ero monér 6eu1 kpacus. Kaxercs, ApakoH Hacmaxgascs,
Kynajicsi B OMpIO30BbIX HeOecax — BBEPX, BHU3, KPYKHJICS, IepeBOpaYnBaICs. A MOTOM BJPYT Hiepe-
cran. U noneren k Heu... TouHee, B €€ CTOPOHY.

JpakoH MOHEMHOTY CHMKaJICS, ¥ CKOPO CTJIO MOHSTHO — OH JIETUT MMEHHO K OarrtHe. [leBymka
OTIIPsIHYJIA OT OKHA, YyTh He yraB co cTyna. CripeirHysa, Gpocuiach Ha KpoBaTh, CIIPATaIaCch 3a MOJO-
rom. M ckopee nouyBCTBOBaa, 4eM YBUZENA, KAK OTPOMHAsI TEHb 3aCIOHMAJIA OKHO. 3aueM?..

Omna Bcero JMIlb Ha HETO CMOTpeJIa.

JleBymika 6ositach JpakoHOB, KOT/Ia OHU Tak NprOmkanuck. Heqapom ects Tpaaunms He CMOT-
PETh Ha APAKOHOB, OTBOPAYMBaThCsA. A OHa CMOTpEA, U BOT. ..

Tenepb OHa IOITO HE PELIUTCSA MOJOUTH K OKHY.

JleBymika, 3akmouéHHas B OamrHio — KanTtaHa, 109b UTCBaHCKOTO MMeHs 1 Mara Karto6a.

By cHeXHBIX MMUKOB M3 OKHA ObLI €l MpUBbIYEH, Jaxe HpaBwicsa. OHa mpoBena JETCTBO B
CTapoM JEJOBCKOM 3aMKe B Tanzenckux ropax. 3amok Tpeu, rpoMazia cepbix KaMHEW, TaKUX XKe,
Kak ropbl KpyroM. KaHrane ka3ajoce, 4TO 3aMOK JIe/la BBIPOC U3 TOp, KaK U3 3eMJIM PacTyT KyCThl U
JEpEBbs, OH YaCThb I'OP, OH CaM HAIOJIOBUHY TOPHI. . .

Hpyrue ropsl, Aa. A Moxoxe.

Toraa oHa cunTasia, 4TO HET HUYETO TPEKPACHEE 3aCHEKEHHBIX BEPILMH, a MOPA €1IE HE BUIENA
Y JIMIIb TbITaJIach MPEJICTaBUTh, Kakoe OHO. U peleTky Ha OkHax e€ aercTsa Toxe Obuti. He Obuto
TOJIBKO 3aIIEPTHIX IBEPEr. A OHa — BHy4YKa X035MHa, JIupa BoHa Taiipaka, BnagerensHoro nMeHs. Eé
Aeny NpUHaaIexana Bcsa JonuHa. He camnkoM IiofopofHbe TaM 3€MIIM, 9TO BEPHO, 3aTO UyJHbIE
OXOTHMYBM Yrofibsl, IPEKpacHble PhIOHBIE 03€pa, KaK CUHHE I7la3a Cpey CKAJIUCTBIX Iop, U PeKH,
XOJIONHBIE U Npo3pauHble. JIeHHa KaHTaHa MCKpeHHe cuMTasa Te MECTa JIy4dlIMMHU Ha 3eMJIE U He
MOKMHYJIA ObI JOOPOBOJIBHO.

3nech JIpakoHBM TOpBl. 3[€Ch KUBET UYKOM, HEMOHATHBI HApOJ, KOTOPbIMA BJIAaJEeT IpaKo-
Hamu. U Kantany Toxe ctopoxuT aApakoH! OrpomMHoe TeMHO-3ejieHoe uynoBuile. Korga oHa yBu-
€71 3TOT0 3BEps B IIEPBBIM Pa3, Y HEE UyTh CEPALIC HE OCTAHOBUJIOCH, OHA 3aKprYajla — IPaKOH TOrAa
TOXE 3aIVISIHYJ B OKHO, OXKeJIaJl Ha He€ MOIIAAeTh, BUAMIIB JIM. DTO ObLIO HEOXKUAAHHO U CTPALITHO.
ITotoM 0OHa OCTOPOXKHO, MEJBKOM, BCKOJIb3b, pacCMOTpea JIpakoHa. OHa HE Tak yX ypOJIMBA, 3Ta
TBapb, HO BCE PABHO — Yy/IOBHMILIE.

C percrea KaHrana cibllana CKa3ky IIpo MPEKPACHBIX AEB, YTO KOPOTAIOT BPEMs B OMHOKON
OalllHe Mo NpUCMOTPOM JipakoHa. Ho uto ckaska craHer siBbio ajis1 Hee? U Bo cHe He cHuiloch. U
BPAJ1 JIA KTO-TO SIBUTCA Clofia €€ BbIpy4arb. OHa NOHMMAET, KTO OHA €CThb, ¥ CBOU JIONT MEPE], CEMbEN
Y UMIIEPATOPOM. A YEM 3TO KOHUUTCA — KTO 3HAET. ..

Cuziets wim Jiexarb ooy ObUIO HEBMOTOTY, M OHA XO/WJIA IO KOMHATe, HaMaThiBajia Kpyr
3a Kpyrom, 0y1aro rno3BoJisuid pa3Mepbl TeMHHIIBI. [la 1 He TEMHHUIIA 9TO, BOOOIIE TOBOPsI, & HEIUIO-
xasl koMHaTa. KpoBath mmpokas u ynooHas, ¢ ynpyrium TiopsikoM. Tlosor Hai KpoBaThio MECTPHIi,
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TSDKEJIBIA 1 0e3 ML, Xopolilee MocTeNIbHOe Oesbe, MoAyIIKH, ofesiia. CTo ¢ y30puaroi, u3 pas-
HOIIBETHOTO JiepeBa HAOpaHHOU CTOJICIITHUIIEH, U TaKOM ke CTyl. [lepeBsiHHas pamMa OKHa 3aKphITa
Ha JIETKYIO 3aIBUXKKY U OTKpBIBaeTCs 6€3 eIMHOr0 CKPHIIA, MOKHO MOABIIIATh, BITyCTUTh B CBOE OOU-
Tajuiie cBexuil Berep. A Kantana He paccTta€rest CO CBOMM CTapbiM ILJIallOM, B KOTOPOM €€ U CXBa-
THJIM, HOCUT €T0, KOIJ1a MEP3HET, YKPbIBAETC, JIOKACh craTh. 3ayeM? OTBera HeT. Tak criokoiiHee.

3nech Kpyrom Bparu e€ oTiia, a 3HauuT, e€ Bparu. Jlaxe nupa TuHA, MasieHbKast KEHIIMHA C
noOpbIMU TN1a3aMHu, KoTopast mprHocuiia KanTane ey u Bc€ HeoOxonumoe. Bripouem, Tereps e€ riasa
HE Takue JoOpble, KaK MoHavyally, U JepKUTCS OHa CTpoxe, Kak Oynro KaHTana B 4€M-TO MpOBUHU-
nack. Ho Beb He ObLIIO HUYETo TaKoro. ..

Hy na, npuxoaun ToT yenoBek. M 4To-To C1yumiiocs.

CoOcTBeHHO, OH JHIb BOmEN. OHU TOJBKO M YCHENH, YTO MOCMOTPETh IpYyr Ha apyra. Yro
6bU10? Kak OynTo KOpoTKasi BCIBIIIKA Mepe]] I1a3aM1, U CBEpKaloIast HUTh, HA MUT COEIMHUBIIIAS €€
Y TOTO HE3HAKOMIIQ, ¥ OTPOMHOE YIMBJICHHUE, HCbiITaHHOe KaHTaHOi, Kakoe-To cYacTiIMBOe yIuBIIe-
He. Ha HeCKoJIbKO MrHOBEHUH, He OOJIbIIIe.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHU TOT Y€JIOBEK CMOTpeT Ha He€, U3yMJIEHHBII, TOTOM B €ro IJ1a3ax MosiBU-
J1ach SIPOCTb.

— Marnuka! — ckasaj OH, Kak BBIILTIOHYJI, ¥ OBICTPO yIIIE.

Kanrana mocrosiia HeroABUKHO, COUTAsI C TOJIKY, TIOTOM TOAOINUIA K KPOBATH M MIpUJIeriia —
eIMHCTBEHHBbIN CTYJl B KOMHATe ObUT HEYIOOHBIN Ha pegKocTh. OHa MOMbITANACh TIPUATH B ce0sl U
apiaTh poBHO. YUto ciyumiocsk? OH Ha3Baul e€ Marnukou — odemy?! OTBeta He ObUIO. A CMsATEHHE,
MPUHECEHHOE TOM BCTpeUeil, Tak U He YIILJIO coBceM. UTO-TO OCTasoch.

B ToT %€ neHpb y He€ 3a0paiv HauaToe BHIIIMBAHKUE — OHA YCIleNa Pa3METUTh PUCYHOK Ha TKaHH
U npuctynuia K padore. THA ckazana, 4To 3TO MPEAOCTOPOKHOCTD, C TIOMOIIBIO BBIIIMBKYA M HUTOK
MOXHO TBOPUTbH Yaphl.

AX, 3HaTh ObI, KaK 310 fenaercs! M Heruioxo Okl IMETh JIap, a C 3TUM JieJia 0OCTOSTN BOOOIIIe
HUKaK. Bce maBHO 3HamM, uyTo y KaHTaHbl CiocOOHOCTEN K Maruu HeT, TAKOM BOT BBHIPOJIOK B CEMbE
MOTOMCTBEHHBIX UTCBAHCKUX MaroB. A TYT €€ CUMTAIOT MArMYKOW M OTHUMAIOT HUTKH. . .

Bymary u nucbMeHHbII HaOOp, KCTaTH, TOXe YHECIU, IO TOi ke npuunHe. OHM U He THcaia
eme, HO Ha BCAKUWU CIy4all MOMpOCWIa Bce HeoOXomumoe, U BOT, 3a0panu. U 3epkaio 3a0paiu.
CTpaHHO, YTO OCTaBWJIM CBETHJILHUK, OTOHb BeJJb TOKE CPEICTBO ISl Maru — KanTtana yxe ycrnena
UCITYTaThCsl, YTO MPUAETCS CHIETh B MOTeMKax. 3aro THHA MpUHECTa HECKOJIBKO KHUT, CKa3KU U
POMaHTHUYECKHE UCTOPUH C MOYYUTEIBHBIM KOHIIOM. CaMoe MHTEPEeCHOEe, YTO HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3aj
Kanrana c yBieueHueM mepedrTaia ropy rnojgoOHbIX KHHT, a Terepb TOJbKO YHBUIO TMOJNUCTANIA U
OTJIOXWJIA — Hy UTO 3a epyHza. He no Toro.

TuHa ¢ mepBoro AHs yBepsiia, YTO 3TO 3aKJII0YeHHe B OarrHe HeHaxonro. A koraa Kanrana
CIIpOCHJIa, TI0YeMy e€ JiepKaT B3alepTH, OXOTHO MOSICHWIIA: 9TO M XOPOIIO, YTO B3allepTH, 3HAYMT,
TOYHO OTITYCTAT. HO ecim JeBouKa kenaeT OCTaThCsi C HUMH HaBCeT/a, TO MOXKET MTH Ha BCE YeThIpe
cropoHbl. Takasi KpacaBHIIa JIETKO HailAeT ceOe Myka U OyleT KUTh XOTh B JlapbsiBelie, XOTb rae —
Conna 6omnbinas. Ho Bot u3 Compl Hu HOrow. [1oaToMy mycTh yK HMOTEpPITUT, €CJIM HE XO4eT MysKa-
colIMiIa. A TOYHO JIM OHA He X04ueT? Y HUX-/Ie TAKKe TTAPHH, YTO TPYIHO He BIoouThesa. A TuHa BOT
Y TIOOyMaTh He Morua, uyto y Mara Kawoba takas muiasi noyka. OT )KEHUXOB TOYHO OTOOS He OyzeT.
Yro, MOKET, OCTAaHETCS OHA?..

JlapbsiBesT — 3TO YTO-TO HETOJANIEKY, MOCENIOK, a MOXeT, ropofl. HaBepHoe, ropos, motTomy 4to
TaM KUBET KHsA3b. CTpaHa KOJAYHOB MOJEJEHA HAa TPU YacTH, U KaXIOH MPaBUT CBOM KHA3b. A B
octanbHOM TrHA, KOHEYHO, TPOCTO IIYTHUJIA, XOTela e€ pa3Bieysb Mo J00poTe IyiieBHOi. OTell roBo-
PWJI, YTO COIIMHIIBL, TO €CTh FTOPHbIE KOJIyHBI, HEHABU/ST €T0 OT BCe AyIu. A pa3 Tak, KTO 3aX0UeT
B3SITh B XeHbI ero Jouky? K Tomy ke HuKakasi oHa He Muiasi. Miajieid cecTpuike BOT JOCTaIOCh
KpacoThl Ha ABOMX, a KaHTaHa, C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, OTJIMBAIOLIMMY PHIKUM, C JIMIIOM >KUBBIM U
HEMHOT'O HEeTPaBUJIbHBIM. .. HE YPOIUHA, MOXKATyi, HO HUKaK He KpacaBHIIa.
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E€ nepxar B 3aToueHnu, YTOObI OHA HUYETO He YBHIENa, He MOHSIA, B YEM 3aKJTI0UAEeTCs BEJU-
Kasl TallHa TOPABIX KOJJIYHOB — TallHA MPUPYYEHHs JPAaKOHOB? 3a 3TO OTell OTAal OBl YTO YTOIHO.
Hey:xenu 3Ta TaiiHa Tak 3aMeTHa, UTO BCAKUI 4y’KaK, OKa3aBIIMCh B 3TOM CTPaHe, I0JKEH POBOJUTD
BpeMs B3aliepTH, Aa0bl CIIydaiiHO e€ He MOoCTUrHyTh? Kak cTpaHHo. ..

Jenatp ObLTIO HEYETo, TaK YTO OHA JieKasla Ha KPOBATH, 3aBEPHYBIICH B I1JIalll, 1 BCIOMHHAJA.
Bcnomunanoce vaie JjaBHee, U3 JETCTBA. . .

Eit atp ner. OHa cugut Ha Tabypere, B KPaCHMBOM ILIaThe, HAJIETOM B YeCTh MpHe3a TETH
Bestel, crapiiieii cecTpbl OTIIa, ¥ TepeOrpaet OycUHbL. TETS MOTyIeKUT B Kpeciie HAMPOTUB U BCKOJIb3b
HaOmonaet 3a Kanranoii. Mama Toxe 3/1ech, 1, KaxeTcs, e€ TATOTUT mporcxosiiee. A Kanrtane npo-
CTO JTIOOOMBITHO, U OYCHHBI KpacuBble, rpaHeHble, Onectsmue. Ecim monpocuts y TETH HECKOIBKO
— nogaput? OHa 10o0pasi M Bcerjaa JAapuT YTO-HUOYIb, KOTJa MPUE3KaeT, a ITU OyCHHBI UylI0 Kak
xopor. OHM CBOOOJHO HAJIEThl HA IIEIKOBBIA MIHYPOK M CKOJB3SIT MO HEMY, HIHYPOK CIIMIIKOM
JUTMHHBINA — pa3Be Tak HocAT? U 3auem HyxHO, yToObl KaHTaHa B TpeTHii pa3 nmepedpaia ux, nepe-
JBUTAsT KQXIYI0?

— Hy, nosonbHO, — T€1s1 Bena 3abpana y Kantansl Oycunsl. — Mue xainb, Kaiipa. Tloxoxe,
HUYEro, COBCEM HUYeEro. [laxe He MesbKHYJIO. VI3BUHU, TOporasi, HO TAKOrO y HAC B CEMbE €IIE He
OBbLIIO — YTOOBI HY MPOOJIeCcKa CIOCOOHOCTE|. ['pycTHO.

— Omna erie MasieHbKast, — BO3pasuiia Mama 1 oOHsia Kanrtany. — [Torom Bc€ MOXeT U3MEHUTHCS.

— KoneuHo, OyaeM mbITaThCsl, — KMBHYJIA TETSA, — HO BOOOIIIe, 9Ta Mpoda JOKHA ObI ITOKa3aTh
XOTb uTO-TO. ECitit ecTh, 4TO MOKa3bIBaTh.

Térs ¢ ynpiOKoii moMaHmia k cede KanrtaHy, v BIpyr HEOXKUIAHHO CHJIBHO yIapuJia e€ I1o JIUILY,
Ta OTHPsIHYJIA U 3aKpuyaia, Opocuiaach K Marepu. Martb mojuxBaTuiia e€ U yCTpeMuiia Ha 30JI0BKY
THEBHBIN B3MJIsi/I. A TETS CO B3J0OXOM IMOKayasia rojloBOU U 3asiBUJIa CO CIIOKOWHOM I'PYCThIO:

— W cHoBa HUKakoro oTkJuKa, Kaiipa. CoBceM HUKaKOro.

C rtex mop Kanrana omacanach npuOmmkatbesi K T€Te Bese, XOTs MOTOM MOHsIA, KOHEYHO,
YTO OOMKAThCSI HE CTOUT — Ta MPOCTO IMBITATACh pa3OyIUTh B HEW XOTh KPYIIMHKM Maruu, ClioHTaH-
HBIY, BBI3BAHHBIA CHJIHBIMH SMOIIMSIMA MarmuecKuil OTKIMK. OHa cHyIbHAs Maruyika, pa3oupaercs
B TaKMX BeIlax.

[Tozxe Kantana ciyuaitHO nojciyiasia pa3roBop T€tu Besbl ¢ matepblo.

— [ocrapaiics otnare 1o4yb B Xopoulyio mkoiy, Kaiipa. E€ Beap npuaercs BelgaBaTh 3aMyx.
7Kanb, 4TO OHa... Hy, HE CJIMIIIKOM XOpOIIeHbKas, Thl MOHMMaelb. Y mogymaThb TOJIBKO, 10Ub MOETO
Opara Tak riayxa K Maruu!

— Cmacu6o 3a coet, Bena, Ml mogymaeM. KanTtana emé ManeHbKasi, TOpONUTLCS Hekyna. U
MIOTOM, 3a4eM JIEBOUYKE HerpeMeHHO ObITh MaroM? 3aueM Tede CIOCOOHOCTHU, €CITM Thl HUKOTA He
CMOJKEIllb CTaTh HACTOSIIIMM MaroMm, Bena?

CHUCXOOUTENBHBIN CMEX TETH.

— MHe 3a6aBHO Tebs ciymarth, Joporasi. Bnagets marueit mpocto ynooHo. 1 310 MoxHO niepe-
nath OeTsM. Bce MpUBBIKIIA K TOMY, UTO eHIUHB KaloOoB BlIaICI0T Marvei.

— 41 ve Bnaneto, Bena. CosepiienHo. TBoeMy Opary He Clie[oBajIo )KEHUTLCS Ha MHE, — OpocuIia
MaTh Pa3gpaKEHHO.

— Hamma kpoBb o4yens cusibHa. TBOsI 104b I0KHA ObLTA YHACIEIOBATb. .. — TETS pa3roBapuBaeT
JIEHUBO W YyTb CHUCXOJMTEIIBHO.

— Haperocw, 310 He Hamek?..

— Koneuno uer. [Ipocty, He X04y Tebst 0OUAETh, — FOJIOC TETH CTaJl KAK MY PJIbIKAHbE JJACKOBOM
KOIIKH. — JIaZIHO, OCTaBUM 3TO /10 JIy4IIUX BpeMeH. Thl moAnucaa J0KyMeHThl, KOTOpbIE sl puBe3ya?

— Kak s mory sto nognucats? DTO JUIIUT MEHS UMYILECTBA, a MOIO JI0Ub — HACJIEJICTBA. 31ECh
OHA MOXET OBbITh JIMIIb MPUKUBAJIKOH, €€ 3akoHHbIe BiaaeHus — Illaiirakan. [lepenats ero kasHe?
[Tpoctu, 51 BOOOIIE HE TOHUMAIO.

— ¥ T1e0s1 ecTb Cymnpyr, 3TO OH AOJIKEH MIOHUMATh TaKue Belly. TBOH JOJIT TOBUHOBATHCS EMY.
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— HuuyTb. OH I0/KeH MOHATh, — TBEPIO roBOpUT Mama. — ChIHOBEH y HAC HeT, a JIEBOUKY
BCerja MOXHO JIMIIUTD HachencTBa. HUKTo He 3HaeT, uto rotoBUT ajis Hac [IpoBuienue.

— Her cbinoBeit? M koro Tl BUHUIIB, YTO POAWIIA JIEBYOHKY, Aa €llle U HUKYEMHYI0? — el
CYIIUTb T10 TOJIOCY, TO TETS, ONPEIEICHHO, IITYTHT.

— 51 HuKOrO He BUHIO, HO TeOe, Bena, MOKHO OBITh M3BECTHO: YTOOBI POKAAHCH JACTH, MYXK
JOJDKeH OBIBATh C KEHOU Jallle, YeM pa3 Wid ABa B TOI.

— Tl BBIXOIWIIA 3aMYK 32 Mara u 3HaJia, Ha 4TO Uellb. Y Moero Opara ceiiyac BaxHOE BpeMs,
OH HE MOXET PacTpayrBaThCsl HA TOCTOPOHHEE.

— 4 He pormty, Bena. 1 06bsicHSI0, UTO He BIpaBe XOTSA Obl HA Yac 00E3[0UTh CBOIO J10Ub,
MAJIO JIM YTO CITyduTcs 3a 3ToT yac! Ecim Moit My skenaer 3a0pats IllaiitakaH, mycTs epenact MHe
B3aMEH paBHOLICHHOE uMeHue. PapHonieHHOe, Bena.

— Muwunas Kaiipa, Tel noHumaenib, yto Takoe Illaiitakan? Dto He npocro 3amok. OH yuIIb
HOMMHAJILHO CYMTAETCS] TBOUM HACJIEACTBOM, U CYIIECTBYIOT JOTOBOPEHHOCTU, KOTOPbIE — HE TBOETO
yMa JIeo. ..

— Bena, s Tam xwia. 9To CTapuHHBINA 3aMOK, PO KOTOPBII PACCKA3bIBAIOT CTPAIIIHbIE CKA3KH,
Kak Ipo Bce CTapuHHbIE 3aMKU. Moii a5 310 nooipsii. Ho st 3Hakoma ¢ ieiaMu uMeHus1 1 3Halo,
KaK¥e JOXOIbI OH Mmoyvat exeromHo. Ceityac Most OectanaHHasi I04b 6€3 MarmuecKux CriocOOHOCTeN
— Ooraras HacnenHura. [Tyctb Tak u OyaeT. To Moe MocyeHee CIIOBO, 1 He CTaHy OOJIbIle HIYEro
00CYXIaTh.

Mama ymena HacTosiTh Ha cBoeM. T€rs Bena Bckope yexasia, BECesio CO BCEMHU PACIIPOIIABIIMCH
u pacrouasi BceM Jooe3noct. Ho Kanrana eit 6onbliie He Bepuia. M oHa 3alOMHMNA, YTO T/Ie-TO
ectpb [llaiitakaH, e€ 3aMOK, €€ BiajeHus1. MecTo, Mpo KOTOPOE PacCKa3bIBAIOT CTPAIIIHbIE CKA3KHU. . .

Bckope oter| moguuHWICS JKeJIaHUI0 MaTepu U Tepeal el B COOCTBEHHOCTh 3aMOK JIMHHUH
Ha rodepexbe, ¢ 3eMJISIMU 1 yrofibssMu. Y oH cTaut opuIMaibHO CUMTAThCS HacIeACTBOM KaHTaHbl —
HU Opat, KOTOPBIA BCE-TAKW BCKOPE POIWIICS, HU MJIAJIIask CeCTpa He MOTJIM Ha HEro MpeTeH/10BaTh.
Bripouem, otert Beap 6orar, Tak uto kakas pasnuna! A Illaiitakad — 310, oka3biBaeTcsi, ocTpoB. Tod-
Hee, IBa OCTPOBA, Ha OJJHOM CTOUT JIPEBHUH 3aMOK, Ha JIPyrom — 1ejbiil ropoa. Kanrana Hukorga
Tam He ObLIA. ..

A BOT OHa, B MPOCTEHHKOM UM HE OU€Hb YMCTOM IUIAThe, K TOMY K€ Pa30JpaHHOM Ha JIOKTSIX,
KymaeTcss B OOKHUraoIle XOJOIHBIX CTPYySAX BOAONAAA. DTO HENoAalieKy OT JIEJOBCKOTrO 3aMKa, HO
MecTo yeauHeHHoe. Eii cemb Jiet, e€ npusremo Beky neBATh, OHU epkKarcs 32 PyKH U XOXOUYT —
erie Obl, 3TO e Beceso. [Torona sxapkasi, ¥ ofiexk/1a ObICTPO BHICOXHET Ha CONHIIEC U BeTpy. U Ku3Hb
TMOCJIe/IHEE BPeMsI Kakasi-TO YIMBUTEIbHO CBOOOIHAsA, KaHTaHe BCE TTO3BOJISIOT M IIOYTH HE 00PaIIaloT
Ha He€ BHUMaHUsI, U €, MOKaIyi, 3TO HPaBUTCS.

Mecsi Ha3aa y He€ poauiicst Opar, BOT B 4éM Jeno. ManeHbkuil Hail, oMok 1aHHbINA HACTIe/I-
HUK ¥ BceoOIas HaJexk/ia.

— JlenHa! — kpuK IOHOCHUTCSI OTKYJa-TO cBepxy. — JlenHa Kanrana!

10 32 HUMHK. Balby1ka pazociana ciyr Ha OMCKU MPOKa3HULIBI-BHYyuKU. OHM ¢ Benmkom nepe-
[JISIHYJICh, PA30M BBIIPBITHYJIM U3 BOJOINA/1A U YIPaJId B 3apOC/U OpEIIHUKA.

OHU BepHY/IHUCh B 3aMOK TOJ1 BeUep, yCTajble, pacTpernaHHble U IPs3HbIe, UX KIId. YBUIEB
6a0yIIIKy ¢ MmopKaThiMu rydbamu, KaHTtana yxe MpuroToBmIach K HaKa3aHUIO — €€ 0OBIYHO 3aMpaiv B
MaJIeHbKON KaMOpPKe C OTHUM OKOIIIKOM, TJIe pelrTeIbHO Heuero ObuIo jienath. Ho HeT, Ha 3TOT pa3
e€ cpasy MOTalllWJIA MbIThb, TIEpeoieBaTh U npuieckiBath. [loToMy uto npuexan oreil. M oH yxe gai
MOHSATh, YTO HEIOBOJIEH BOCIIMUTAHUEM CBOEH eJMHCTBEHHOM JIouepu. Mesx 1y MpoYrM, OH HU pa3y He
npuexai, 9roosl moBuaath e€, Kanrany! Hu pasy 3a cems Jiet!

PsiioM ¢ HEBBICOKMM KOPEHACTHIM JISIOM OTeI] MOKA3aJICs e 0ueHb OObIIM. Y He BBITIsI e
HEJIOBOJILHBIM, HAITPOTHB, OH YJIBIOAJICS.

— Mos maneHbKas JIeHHa IPOCTO KpacaBulla, — CKa3all OH, POTATUBast €d PYyKY.
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Kpacapuiia? Ona?.. Kantana BOpyr cTpaIiHO CMyTHIIACh, M POOOPMOTAIa OHY U3 MOJIOKEH-
HBIX (hpas:

— Haperoch, TBOs1 fOpora Obl1a Xopoltei, up, 1 6aarogapio 3a 31o [IpoBunenue.

— Hopora Obli1a XOpoIen, — OH KUBHYJI, — MOHIeM, JIeHHA, MTOKaXellb MHe 3aMOK. Thl Be/lb
XOpOIIIO ero 3Haemnb? A s TyT 4yTh He 3a0myauics. Tel He IPOTUB, €CITM MBI C JOYKOW MOOPOIUM
IO 3aMKy, Jiup Bon?

Hen 61 He mpoTtHB. BooO1e, morom KanTtana npuiiuia K BBIBOAY, YTO Je] €€ OTIa MoOanBaICs.
W ne on oauH. [axke Torga, emme cOBCEM MOJIOJOM, OTELl ObIJI HACTOSIIIUM MaroM.

— ¥V MeHs HeT Marmueckux criocoOHocrei, up. CoBceM HeT, — cpa3y cooOupia Kanrana,
YTOOBI OH HE OOMaHBIBAJICS Ha €€ CYET, Be/Ib BCE TETKHU aXad M OrOPYAJIHCh.

— DTO HUYETO, — YBIOHYJICS OTell, — Y TBOSH MaTepH UX TOXE HET, a OHA JOCTOWHAS KEHIIHA
CO MHOTMMHU TaJlaHTaMU. Thl TOKE CTaHellb TaKOM.

— A nouemy Thl JKEHUJICS HA MOEU Mame, pa3 y He€ HeT Maruu? Beap y Bcex TBOMX pOJCTBEH-
HUKOB OHa €CThb!

[osxauyit, 3T0 OBUT BOIIPOC, KOTOPHBIH OTLIAM 33/1aBaTh HE HAJ10, HO YTO MOJENIaelllb C €€ MII0XUM
BOCIIUTaHUEM !

OH HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETHII:

— Mwunasi, MHe BITOJTHE JOCTaTOYHO COOCTBEHHOM Maruu. A Thl PACCUMTHIBA HA MEHsI, €CJIU UTO.

Onu 1071T0 OPOAMIIM TIO 3aMKY, M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KaHTaHa ycHysla B KOMHaTe OTIia, B Kpecle,
B OOHMMKY C MOYIIKOH.

Onpenenenno, oten Kantanst KaioOb okazasics He Tak yx miox. M oHa ¢ mepBoro JHs He UCTTbI-
THIBAJIA B €r0 MPHCYTCTBUU HAIPSKEHUS — Kak Jiefl, 6adymka, mate. laxe Haii, BceoOmuit oOnM-
YHK, B TPY T0/1a IPUHSIBIIAN UMEHbCKHUI TUTYIT U OOJIAIAI0IIUI MarndeCKUMH CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, TOXE
orua nodansayicsa. A Kanrana — ger. ..

Bckope onn ¢ mamoii 1 Haem yexanu B JInHHMH, Tak noxenan otell. Kantane sxainb ObL10 pac-
cTaBarbCs ¢ 3aMKOM Tpeil, OHa Iporiakaia MOYTH CYTKH, M IOTOM JJOJITO CKy4asla [0 KPUCTAIbBHOMY
BO3/IyXY U CHEXHBIM BepliMHaM Baanu. Otell He Kui ¢ HUMU B JIMHHMHE, HO Terepb HaBelal ux
MIPUMEPHO pa3 B MECHII.

Kanrane nmo3Bossiioch 3axoquth B KabuneT otia B JlunHauHe. OHa OBICTPO HAYYMJIACh BECTH
ce0s1, Kak HaJo, TO €CTh He OTBJIEKaTh ero, He Memarb. OHU TOONTY Pa3roBapuBaId — TOUHEE, OH
roBOpHJI, a oHa ciyana. [locneanee Bpems yaiie o ropHbIX KOJIyHax, Tak 4ro KaHTtana Hemasno
3HasIa 00 3ToM Hapone. OHM U3 Ipyroro MUpa, ¥ OHU Ha CAMOM JIeJie He JIIO/IU, TOIBKO BUIUMOCTb.

Eit ner necsatb. E€ KpoBb B IIMHHOW TOHKOM MPOOUPKE. ...

Orery onpocuit, ¥ oHa 6e3 KoJeOaHMid MPOTAHYIa pyKy. [lake mpokasibiBaTh HE MPHIILIOChH,
poOMpKa HaroMHsIack cama. B kakoil-to MmomeHT KaHTaHa onyTiia cTpaHHyIo KyTb, 3apokaja 1
3aKMYPUJIACh, HO HE PellIniach OTAEPHYTh PYKY.

— Bor u Bc€, — ynbIOHYJICS OTell, — BUIMIIb, HIYETO CTpantHoro. MHe Terepb He MPHUICTCS
Pa3bICKUBATh 110 3aMKY KPOBb J€BCTBEHHUIIBI.

KpoBb HyXkHa /171 OIBITOB, MarMueckux M He marmdeckux. Kaxercs, nu y Has, Hu y cect-
PEHKH OTel| HUKOT/1a He mpockyl Kpou. [la Dilib 1 He Janack Obl, OHa ykacHas Tpycuxa. A Kantana
CJIMIIIKOM JOPOKHJIA OTHOILIEHHWEM OTIIa, €r0 JOBEepHeM, YTOObI MOJ/IAThCSl KAKOMY-TO TaM CTpaxy.
Hemuoro kpoBu — nogymaenis. ...

OpnHax b ¢ OTHOM Ipuexai Maibuuk — Tpuk IlaH, ero yuenuk, Oyaymuii mar. Onu ¢ Kanra-
HOW I0JIr0 poOesy U MPUCMATPUBAIIICH APYT K APYTY, HOTOM MOAPYKMIMCh. OH Ipue3Kas JOBOJIBHO
YacTo, OHU Jaxe NMIChbMa JIPYT APYry nmucaiu. M3 3Toro, KaxeTcs, ¥ He MOIJI0 Obl Oy YUThCSI HIYETO,
KpoMe JpyXObl, TOTOMY 4TO TpUK, CTApIIHiA CBIH UMEHsI, COOMPAJICS OTKA3aThCs OT TUTYJIA B MONIB3Y
MUTa/mIero 6para v cratb Marom. Maru ToJIbKO B KpailHEM cllydae 3aBOJMIIN CEMbU — KaK, HallpuMep,
OTell, Y KOTOpOro He ObUI0 Mutaammx OparbeB. A TpHK roToBui cedst B Maru, ¥ €ro HUKOrIa He pac-
CMaTpUBaJIM KaK BO3MOKHOTO keHuxa KaHTaHsl.
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Bcé n3menmioch B oqHOYache, Korga Tpuk ckasam ed, 9Tto nepeaymall, MpU3Hajcs B JT0OBU
U nipeayioxu pyky u cepaue. M Kanrana cornacunace. [Toromy uto Tpuk Ilan Obut mydine Bcex,
JIydIIie JTo00ro U3 MyX4rH, n3BecTHbIX Kantane. MM ObLI0 XOpOIIIO BMECTe, M OHU TIOHUMAJTH PYT
apyra — passe 3toro Mano? OHa pa3pesana HUTh KeMUyra, KOTOPYIO MOCTOSTHHO HOCHIIA, M OTAaja
Tpuky nATh OYCHH B 3HAK WX TIOMOJIBKH.

It0 ObUT NIepBbIN OYHT KaHTaHb! IPOTHB OTIIA, TOTOMY YTO HE3aJ0JIT0 JI0 TOrO OH MOKAa3a e
Y MaTepy MOPTPeT KeHuXa.

— Appait Dcrepen, HacaeqHbId UMeHb U3 [lpurpannuss. [IpeBHUI U BecbMa 3HATHBIA POl, U
HuKakoi Maruu. CBagp0a COCTOMTCS Mecslia yepe3 J1Ba, He no3xke. Kak oH Tede, 10ub?

UYro x, 3T0T Apnaii dcrepes ObUT OUeHb PUBJIEKATEIbHBIM BHEIITHE. TeMHOBOJIOCHIN, CHHETJ1a-
3bIi, C KPACHBBIMU UepTaMH JIMIIA, ¥, HABEPHOE, BHICOKUI. B TakmX mapHei MHOTHE JIEBYIIIKU BIIIOO-
JISTIOTCS.

— Wmens u3 Ilpurpannubsa? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MaMa. — Haria goup 1octoiiHa sydiiero!

— 41 pem, — 3asBUIT OTell, — MHE HYXeH 3TOT Opak. [leBouka, Tbl OyAellb JI0BOJIbHA, YBEPSIO
TeOs1. S mo3abouych.

V Kanranbl BepTescst Ha sI3bIKe BOIPOC, a BUJIEN JIM 3TOT KpacaBuuk e€ noprper? Ho ona mpo-
Momuaia. Bunen, He Bujen, — kakast pasauiia. bpak HyxeH otiry! JIokKHO OBITh, OTIIA STOTO MPH-
I'PAaHUYHOTO UMEHSI TOXKe BCE yCTPauBaeT, OH pal-paaciieHek MOPOIHUTHCS C UX CeMbel. A camoro
JKEHMXa MOIJIA U HE CIIPOCHTb.

— Ore, 3aueM TeOe 9T0? — COOCTBEHHBIH IOJIOC OHA YCIIbIIIANa, KaK 4yKOu.

ToT ynvBIEHHO B3IVISAHYJI HA HEE:

— He 3a6uBaii ce6e ronoBy, Bc€ OymeT xopoio. Oobrdau [IpurpaHuubst OTIMYAIOTCS OT HAIIUX,
HO BBl MOXeTe ToceuThes U 3aech. Cembst DctepenioB Oorata, y HUX MHoro 3emu. Keraru, TBOi
JKEHUX BEJIMKOJICTTHBIM HAe3/IHUK, Ha TIOCTIEIHEM CMOTpE B ropojie Allle OH MOOeIMIT BCEX CTOTMYHBIX
rBapzeries. Bol 00 3ToM He cibimani?

— 4l npencrapsio, 9To 3TO OBUIM 32 TBAPICHIIBI! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MaTh.

Omna XopoITIo JieTajla Ha pyxe ¥ 4pe3BblYaiiHO 3TuM ropawiack. M 'y Kanrtanel Opu1 cOOCTBEH-
HBIA pyX, a y Has — nensIx Tpu, TOJIbKO MaJblIKe Db MOKA 3alpeIiagoch CaMOW CAAUThCS B CEJIO.
Bnpouem, nocneHee BpeMsi HUKTO M3 HUX He JieTall, BCsl ceMbsi KaloOOB crjena B3anepTu B IIIOXO
00yCTPOEHHOM TIOMECTbe, KOTOPOE OTEI] CIEIIHO PHOOpeNT yepe3 TPEThUX JIUII, TOTOMY UTO Ha HUX
OXOTHJIMCH TOpHBbIE KOMayHbl. OHM OOBMHSUIM OTIIA B MOXMIIEHNH IpakoHoB! Kazanock Obl, coBep-
IIIEHHO HETIOAXO/sIIee BpeMs sl CBa/IbObl HEIOHATHO C KEM.

Marts emg qoaro nbiTajiaCh BOMYIIATHCS, OTEL] €€ HE CIylIal.

Heckomnbko aueii cnycrst KanTtana TaiiHo nana cinoo Tpuky Illany. A Bckope, Bedepom, Koraa
CYMEpPKH yXke CTYCTUJIUCh. . .

Oma 1u1a 1o JBOpY, HAKMHYB IUIAIl, KOTja €€ HaKpblIa IyCTast TeHb M CTAJIO TSIKENO JbIIIATh,
OHa MoTepsiyia CO3HaHKe, a OUHYJIACh Ha CIIMHE JIPaKOHA, CBsI3aHHAsI HE3pUMbIMU ITyTamu. 1 okazanach
B 9TOM OartHe. A 4to Tam, joma? Kak otell, BHITOTHII JiU TpeOoBaHus KoiayHoB? A Tpuk? KakoBo
eMy ObUIO Y3HaTh, YTO €€ MOXUTHIIH?

C Tex mop oHa MaHU4ecKu OouTcs ApakoHOB. OHa, BCeria CUuTaBIias ceOsi CMeJIou.

Te, KTO MONMAAET K KOJAyHaM, OOBIYHO HE BO3BpamaloTcs. 1o Bee 3HaoT. Ho oHa — B OariHe.
3HAuNT, MOKET U BEPHYThCSI.

Msuoro yero otgana Obl Tenepb KanTtaHa 3a TOT 0TOOpaHHBII BOPOX HUTOK U TKaHb C HAHECEH-
HBIM PHCYHKOM — YTOOBI BHIIIIMBATH, 3aHATh PYKU U MBICIIH.
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I'1aBa 2. JIupa Kaiipa

BHM3y nporuibiBaiy TO MOJIOCH Jieca, TO YOpaHHbIE MOJIsl, BCTPEUHBbI MOTOK BO3yXa Tpenal
T0JIBl TOJICTOM KOXAHOM KypTKM Ha Mexy — Obulo XosnoaHo. Kaiipa sierana Ha pyxax ¢ JeTcTBa, HO
TI0CJIeJHUE TO/1bl OHUMAJIA IITULLY, TOJBKO YTOOBI HEI0JITO IPOTYJIAThCS, U KOHEYHO, HE B 3TO BpeMs
roga. Yke OCEHHMK, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

Pyxu MoryT sieTaTh ¥ B 3MMHHE X0JI0[1a, HO HEJIOJITO, ¥ CTAHOBATCS ITPU 3TOM OYEHb IIPOKOPIIH-
BoIMU. OceHbio 1 3uMoii KaioOw! He sietany 6e3 KpaiiHel Hy K/Ibl, & TITULI BBUIETHIBAJIM HAHSITHIC HAae3/1-
HUKU. Ho BBI30B K mmmneparopy — ocoOblil cityvail. 3a smpoid Kaiipoii mpucnanu nonropa ecsarka
MMIIEpaTOPCKUX I'BapIEMLIEB BO INIABE C CEPXKAHTOM, TENEPb OHU JIETEM BIIEPEAM U BOKPYT, U €€
IITULIA, IPUYYEHHAs K MOJIETaM C COMPOBOXIECHUEM, TOCIYLIHO CIEA0Basa 3a BEAYIIMMU, TaK 4TO
Kaiipe noutu He npuxoauiioch npaBuTh. OHa C:KMMasia MOBO/bS 10 OO KPEMKO. ..

Oma 6ostack. He xpana ot cyapObl HU4ero xopouero. E€ myx. ..

OH BHMHOBEH nepen umrneparopoM M Bcen MrcBanou. M BUHY Takoro poja He 3arjiaJuillb
n3BuHeHUsAMU. Kaiipa 10110 He Moryia MoBepuTh, YTO OOBUHEHHS TOPHBIX KOJIIyHOB CHPABEJIUBbI.
Myx nepxai B CBOEM 3BEpUHLIE IPaKOHOB. V3yuan ux, craBui sKCriepuMeHTHL. Bonpeku 3anperam.
ITO U3-3a HETO COAUMIIbI, BIAJCIOIIME BCEMU B MUPE JPAaKOHAMU, pa3pyLIWIA HECKOJIBKO FOPOJOB
WrtcBanel. To, 4TO Kazauoch O€3yMHBIM MOKJIENOM — CIIPaBeJIMBO!

E€ mup pyxHyn. B moBepiieHue Bcero oHa notepsiia crapinyio j1o4db! M rotoBa Obuia Ha BCE
pagy MiIaaux getei. JJeMCTBUTENbHO Ha BCE.

Onu onpenenenHo npuompkamucsk K Uty. Ho niis yero? Benp Mra Gonblie Het, a uMIiepatop
CO CBOMM JIBOPOM YyeXxaJl 3aJ10J1r0 10 HaJ€Ta JPaKOHOB.

HeBaxHO, OHa MoIvIa JIMIIb TOCIYIIHO CIEA0BATh 3a NEPEAHUMU NTULIAMUA. BOT nokasammch
OKPaMHBbl — KaK HU CTPaHHO, TaM ObLJIM 1ieJIble YIULBI HEMOBPEKAEHHBIX IOMOB. M 9TH yIMILIBI KUIIH:
XOZIJTH JTIO/IN, UTPAJTH JIETH, CYIIHIIOCh Oenbe. Ho masnplie K T1aBHOM 4acTH ropojja — TOJIBKO PyHHBL.

Crapblil UMIIEpPaTOPCKUi 3aMOK, KOTOPBIN ObLT 3aJI0KEH TIOYTH THICSUY JIET Ha3a. ..

Bo3ne Gosploro goma Heroaaseky oT miomany Kamueid, oT KoToporo ocrajiach ofHa 1esas
CTeHa, cujena Oosbluasg Oypas Jucuua. 37ech, B OKPECTHOCTSX, CPEAM XOJIMOB, OOMTATIO MHOIO
JIUCULL, HO PaHblIIe OHU HE MPUOIMKAIIMCH K TOPOY.

JKenmyHa He craya caepxuBarh ciesbl. [IpekpacHblil Topos, 3HaKOMBIM C JETCTBA, CTOIMALIA
Nmnepun — paspyuieH. 11 BuHOBeH B 9TOM otel e€ gereit. OH Teneps MEpTB, EMy BCE PaBHO, pacIlla-
YMBATbCS MPUAETCA €1 U JETAM.

Onu caenany Kpyr Hajl pa3pyLIEeHHBIM T'OPOIOM, U NEPEAHUE NTULBI IOBEPHYIU. Tenepp oHN
JIETEJIN BAOJIb MOPS], HaJ, IJTMHHBIM-IJTMHHBIM I'aJIEYHbIM IUISKEM, KOe-Tie IPSAMO K BOJE MOACTYIIAIN
CKaJIbl. JTO MOHATHO, B TOM CTOPOHE — XaJjapi, HOBasl pe3nJeHLsA umneparopa. Bcé noHsarHo.
OHH czieniaiv Takor KPIOK, 4TOOBI OHA B3IVIsIHY./Ia HA pa3pylleHHsbli MT. BcrioMHMIa o mpectyrieHiu
MyXa ¥ O CTETIEH! UX BUHBI niepen M tcBaHoi.

Yro HyxHO ummneparopy? YTo-To Takoe, B 4€M OHa MOKET ¥ OTKa3aTh? Pa3 penmam HanoMHUTh
0 paspyieHHo# crommie. Kak Oyaro oHa criocodHa Korna-HUOYAb 3TO 3a0bITh. . .

Kaiipa Kaioba Gomblle He riakaia, oHa BHYTpeHHe mopoOpaiack. Packucars Henb3s. Pamu
NIETEN.

B Xapgapne oHu nocaguiv NTuL] Ha HIMPOKOM py1ubeM gsope MzympynHoro 3aMka. KoneuHo,
HUKaKUX U3YMPYIOB, BCE [€J10 B KAMHE, KOTOPBIH T0ObIBAIN HEMOJAJIEKY — I'YCTO-3€JIEHOIO 1IBETa,
ropasjo 3eJIeHee, 4eM KaMeHb B MITe — TOT nmet b cxoxkuid oTTeHoK. Koraa naectu siet Hazan
O/IMH M3 CBIHOBEW MMIEpaTopa 3ajJyMall yCTPOMTh 37ECh CBOIO PE3MICHLMIO, KaK €€ ObLIo emlé
Ha3BaTh, YTOOBI KPACHBO U BCEM TTOHPABUIIOCH?

11
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Tenepw Hetr Uta. Ecte Xagmapa u ero M3ympynHbiii 3aMOK. A Bejib U3YMPY/Ibl — (paMUIIbHBIT
kameHb e€ cembr. He Kao0OoB, a e€ ponHoi cembu. M3ymMpyabl OueHb UIYT TEMHOBOJIOCHIM U 3eJie-
HOTJIa3bIM KEHIIIMHAM. . .

— He Ootics, nupa, — TUXO cKa3all ed cepXkKaHT, TIoMorasi COMTH C cejyia. — V1 He cMoTpu BOH
B Ty CTOPOHY.

Kak 6p1 He Tak! Ona nocmorpena. Y BckpukHYysa, yBUIEB JIpakoHa. OrpoMHOTro, Y€pHOTO, OH
BOJILHO Pa3BaJIMJICS y CTEHBI, OMUPAsCh O Mepe/IHUE Jiarlbl, U He CBOIWI B Hee I1a3. Jla-i1a, UMeHHO
C HEE. ..

— OTBepHUCH, JIupa! — Terephb 3TO ObUT HEe COBET, a MPUKa3, — He HA/I0 UX JIpa3HUTh. BuaHo,
3]1eCh KTO-TO U3 3HATHBIX KOJIYHOB, MOXET, caM KHs3b. BOT kakas 3Bepiora!

— OH 4t0, He pUBs3aH? — YTOYHWIA OHA, HE 3aMETUB Ha JIpPAKOHE HUKAKUX IIeTeH.

PyxoB, Mex 1y TeM, NpUBSI3bIBAIOT !

— OHHU He BeIIa0T Ha CBOMX 3Bepell HUUero takoro, upa. Hukakux nenei. Jla u kakout cMbIci?
ITopByT, kak HUTKY. [loitnem, mmpa!

A oHa 3amepJa, He B CHJIaX OTBECTH B3IVISI[ OT HEBEpOSATHOro 3Beps. [1of TsokeIbMU KOKU-
CTBIMU BEKaMH — IJIa3a CHHEBB HEOOBIYAHOM, IIaIKasl YepHas Yelnysl MecTaMu OTJIMBAeT cepeOpu-
CTBIM.

— Ioitnem, mpa! — MOBBICKIT TOJIOC CEPIKaHT.

Kaxk uaTepecHo. MoxHo nogymars, B I3yMpyJHOM 3aMKe Herze OoJIblie MOCaauTh MTHLL, HET
CTeH, HeT pylbux Oammen? Vm eil mokasasau JpakoHa 3aTeM Xke, 3aueM MOKa3aiu pa3pylieHHsi Ut?

Omna paccuuThIBaJa XOTsI OBl HA Yac OT/IpIXa, HO HET, UMIIepaTop yxe oxuaan e€. [lepeonerncs,
IIpaB/a, MO3BOJIMIIY, M YMBIThCSI, UMIIEPATOPCKUI CEKpeTapb BCE 9TO BpeMs kJ1aJ 11of ABepblo. Korna
1Ula 32 HUM MO MYCTOMY T'YJIKOMY KOPUIOPY, BCTPETWIUCH TPOE, OfIEThie He MO-UTCBAHCKU, OUYEHb
MpocTO, Oe3 MPUHATOUN 3/1eCh U3BICKAHHOW POCKOIIH. VIaymmii Briepear MOCTOPOHWIICS, MEJIbKOM
IsIHYB Ha Jpy Kaiipy — oHa moéxunack. XoTs, Ka3aaoch Obl, UTO TAKOTO OBbLJIO B 9TOM B3rJIsizie?

— DTO KHA3b KOJIJYHOB, JIUPA, ¥ €0 JIIOAU, — OTBETHJI CEKpeTaph Ha €€ MOTYaJIMBbIA BOIIPOC.

Bor kak. KH3b KOJIIYHOB, HU MHOTO HU MaJIO. TO IO €ro MPUKa3zy pa3pylIuid ropojaa. 1o
M3-3a HEro OHa cTajia BI0BoW. Tak 4ero oH xouer? OTOMCTUTH el U JeTsM?

ITycth e€ myx BuHOBeH. Ho pa3Be ero cMepTh He UCKyMaeT CofiestTHHOe?

Hepnapom Beh OHU BCTPETHIIMCH B 3TOM KOPUJIOPE. . .

JIBO€ CTpa)kHUKOB Y BHICOKHMX CTPEJIbUaThIX JIBEPEN BBHITSHYJIUCH MO CTPYHKE, CAMU JIBEPH pac-
MAXHYJIMCh HEC/IBIIITHO, U TaK k€ HeCJIbIIIHO 3aKPbLUTUCH 3a e€ crimHou. Mimneparop Jluccap xpaan y
okHa. [ToBepHysics K HEll, cMepuIT YIPIOMBIM B3[JIs1JOM:

— Jlupa Karoba.

OHa CKJIOHMJIaCh B HU3KOM IPUIBOPHOM MOKJIOHE, COTHYB IPaBO€ KOJIEHO:

— Moii rocynapes.

Ona noMHMIa ero 6ojee MOJIOABIM, TIOATSHYTHIM, OH MOCTAapes U MOrpy3HeN 3a MocyeHee
BpeMsl, BBITJISI/IEN YCTAIbIM. A Bellb OH Bcerjia ObUT TaK JTI0Oe3eH ¢ KEHIMMHAMU, KaXkKJIOW YIIbIoasics
Y CTapaJicsi HATOBOPUTD MPUATHBIX Belieid. OHa TOMHHUT. . .

Korma-to oHa riposena B VTe HECKOIBKO 3UM, U e€ TIepBbIi Oast Toxke caydmicsa Tam. Hacmen-
Hurle [llafiTakana nmpuriameHye Ha MPUIBOPHBIN OaJT IMOJIarajoch BCET/Ia, TaK YTO BIIEPBBIC OHA YBU-
nena Jluccapa coBceM IOHOIIIEH, MOYTH MAJIbYMKOM, KaK pa3 Ha CBOEM MepBOM Oay.

OHn muaznie e€ Ha napy Jier. ..

— Csapnp, nupa Kaiipa. Ham npeacrout HEmpocToit pa3roBop, — OH MOKa3ajl Ha CKaMblo, TTOKPbI-
TyI0 OApXaTHON HAKUIKOM.

— bnaropapio, Mol rocyape, — OHa Ipucesia Ha Kpai, a OH OCTaJIcs pacXakvBaThb B3aJ-BIIEPE/.

— ThI, KOHEYHO, TIOHUMAEIITh, 3aUEeM ThI 3/IECh? — OH IJISTHYJT UCTIO[TOOBS, He TIepecTaBasi I1araTh.

— Her, He noHumaio, Moi rocyaapb.
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— Toi! He nonumaens?..

— Her, — TBepo nosropuiia oHa.

OHa JeliCTBUTENILHO HE TOHUMAJIA.

— Thl, ecniu mamsAT, MHE He W3MeHsieT, KpoBHas Bianenuua [laiitakana. Toit camoii 3emiy,
KOTOPYIO KOJIAYHBI kenaioT 3a0parth. [Touemy TeOst 3TO He OecrioKouT?

Jlupa Kaiipa Takoro He oxwunana. Ona otka3anack ot IllaiiTakana, cama, 10OpOBOJIBHO, ¥ TIOJI-
nucaja Oymaru. B ooMeH Ha qpyrylo 3eMiTio B oOecrieueHre HacaeACTBa 1j1s1 jouepu. Bo Bcex 3ementb-
HbIX peecTpax UtcBanbl [laiiTakaH He 3HAUUTCS 32 HEM.

— DTO yKXe JaBHO HE MOsl 3eMJIsl, MO TOCyAapb, — MOSICHWIA OHA KPOTKO, — MHOT'O JIET Ha3a/l
s riepeaia e€ MyxKy, 10 ero HaCTOMYMBOM MPOChOe.

— Jla, KOHeYHO, — TiepeOrsT OH, — HO 3TO OBLT JIUIIH (DOPMAJTBHBIN KecT. DTa 3eMiis He Tepe-
JAETCH.

— 41 He 3Hasa, MOW rocynaaps.

— He 3nana? to npasaa? 5 nomkeH BepuTh? — OH CMOTPET UCTIONIO0bsI, BHUMATENBLHO. — Thl
MpUBs3aHA K 9TOM 3eMJie Maruer KpoBH, jivpa. TBOW Myk yTBEp:KAal, YTO UCIONb3YeT 3aMOK IS
3aHATHIA HAyYHON Maruei, a Takke 1yist paboT Mo N3y4YeHUIo APaKoHOB. [la, Mbl He BO3pakasiu, YTOObI
B peecTpax 3eMJIsl Yuciamiach 3a kasnou! TBoit Myx mpocui 00 3toM, 1 Marndeckuii CoBeT xopa-
TaiictBoBaJ. HO mpaBaa B TOM, YTO OH TaM pacropsiKajics JUIIb KaK MyX BiageTeabHuUIIbl. Jlupa?..

— 51 moHsina, Mot rocyape, — CKazaia OHa THXO.

Xots noHs1a oHa HemHoro. [TpuBsizana k 3emuie? Marueii kpoBu? Torna Kakoi cMBICT ObLT
sIKOObI oTHUMaTh y He€ [llaiiTakan?..

Ona my10Xx0 pazoupasach B TOHKOCTSIX IPUMEHEHH I 3aKOHOB, & B Marki KPOBH elIe Xyxe. Myx
XOTeJ1, 4TOObl OHA HE BMEIIMBAJIAChH B Jiejla OCTPOBOB — IOYEMY IPOCTO He MornpocuTh? Brpouem,
13, MHOT/A y He€ MPOCHINAIOCh YIPSIMCTBO, M OHA MOTJIa HACTOSITh HA TOM, YTO CUMTAJIa BaXKHBIM.

— Jlupa, s crpomy, Kak TBOM umrieparop. ['0ToBa 1 Thl 1O BO3MOXHOCTH MICKYIIUThH BpeE,
KOTOPBIN TBOI My npuHec MtcBane?

— Moii rocyaapb, — THX0 3aroBopuJia aupa Kaiipa, Ho r71a3 He omyctuna. — $1 6eCKOHEYHO coxka-
neto. Ho, Kak s moHsiIa, 0 lefiax MOero My»a 3HaJl U COBET MaroB, M Thl TOKE. 3aTO s ¥ IETH He 3HAJIH
Huvero. Pa3se Mol My He crapajicst Ha 61aro uMIepun?

Jluccap mompayvnen ere O60JbIIe.

— CrapaJcsi, — mpu3Haj oH. — MbI He CTaBUM eMy B BUHY ero jeja. JIuiib To, 4To OH He cyMmen
BECTH UX CKPHITHO, & 3TO HEMPOCTUTENbHO. HacTONBKO HEMPOCTUTENBHO, YTO ONpPaBAAHUIA OBITH HE
MOJKET.

JleiicTBUTENBHO, BO3pa3UTh ObLIIO Hedero. CoBceM Hevero.

— Jla, Moii rocygapb, — OHa OIyCTHUJIa TOJIOBY. — Sl MOHUMAIO.

— M B Takux o0cToATENHCTBAX SI HE MOTY TIO3BOJIUTH AeTsM Kaioba Bce MpuBMIIEruy UX MPOKC-
xoxaeHust. Ham He ypactest caenath BHJ, YTO HUYETO He CIIyYHIIOCh, JIUpA.

Hakoner oau nogxonar k cytu! Tak o uém peus? E€ ¢ neTbMu oTnpaBsat B ccbuiky ? VX He OymyT
npuHuMarh 1pu aBope? ChlHy He MO3BOJIAT CIyXUTh B JleTyuell rBapauu U 3aHATb O(PULIEPCKYIO
AOKHOCTH? JIoub HE MOMYYUT JOCTOMHBIX OPaYHbIX MPEAJIOKEHUI?

Cepnue mvpsl Kaiipsl Ha MrHOBEHHE CKajloch, IOTOMY YTO OHA MOAyMasia celvac JIMIIb 00
OfIHOM TouepH, o muaiiei. Kak Oyaro crapiieii BoBce He Obut0. E€ KanTtana — rie oHa? Y KOJNIyHOB,
B Ipakonsux ['opax?

KanTany yHec JpakoH. ..

Kaiipe xotenoch moroBoputh ¢ JluccapoM MMEHHO O cyapOe cTapiieil 1o4epH, MOMPOCUTh O
nomortny. Mimneparop Mor Obl BBI3BOTIUTH €€ U3 TuieHa! Vi xoTst Ol ornpoooBarth.

— Moii rocyaapsb, — ckazasa oHa. — Ymorsiio 1eds1. Mosi crapinasi Jo4b MOXHUINEHA KOJIyHAMM. . .

— Hocnymaii MeHs, Jupa! — NOBBICUJI TOJIOC UMIieparop. — Thl He kesaellb MeHsl IOHUMAaThb?

OHa TOJIbKO B3JJOXHYJIA.
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— Moii rocynaps, s xkenao. Sl Bcs BHUMaHUeE.

— Kongyssr TpeOytor laiitakan. Koneuno, onu MoryT 3abpath €ro nmpocro Tak, ¥ 51 He 3Halo,
Kak cMory um 3arpetuth! Ho — kpoBHOe mpaBo! JIio6o0ii Mar moHUMAeT, 4YTO KPOBHOE MPABO CIIEAyeT
yBaxartb. [lofyMHHAs BJIaCTh B 3aMKe OCTaHeTcsl y TeOsi M TBOMX HacjeaHukoB! KommyHsl xenaioT
ouLMabHYIO TIepeady OCTPOBOB CO BCEMH PUTYaJIaMH, U PydYaTesIbCTB, ECTECTBEHHO, UYTO KPOB-
HOTO TMpaBa Ha 3eMJIM HET OOJIbIIIe HU Y KOro. 3HaYMT, O TBOMX IMpaBax MpUAETCs 00bsBUTh. Jlnpa,
THI IOHUMaeIb? OTaaTh 3TU 3eMJIM MOXHO JIWIIL C HACTeAHUIICH, yepe3 Opak! U s HamepeH 3TUM
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs !

— Moii rocygapb? — TOJIBKO M CMOIJIa BBITOBOPUTH Jiupa Kaiipa.

— Jla! Ham Hyx)eH Opak HAaCTeIHUIIB C KEM-TO W3 OJMKAWIIMX POICTBEHHUKOB KHsI3s [lpsHA.
ITO CTaHeT HAIllUM NEePBbIM Takoro poja coo3oM ¢ Coajioi. I roBopio 0 TBoer AoYepH, JIupa.

— Ho ona emi¢ manenbkas! — Bockiauknysa Kaiipa B yxace.

— 51 nmero B BULy, KOHEUHO, CTapIIyIO 104b, upa. U ceropns s morpedoBan y KHs3s [IpsiHa e€
BO3BpateHus. Jlioowie neperoBopsl KacarenbHo IllaiiTakaHa 3akOHYEHBI 10 TOro yaca, Kak Kantana
Karo6a okaxercss B I3yMpyqHOM 3aMKe.

OHa cyIopOXkHO CIJIOTHYJIA, OIIYTHB, KaK Pa3oM IMEepecoXJio Topiio, U IepeBea JIyX.

3Haunrt, e€ Kanrtana xots Obl kuBa. Ho BepHYTh JJ0Ub, 4TOOBI OTAATH KOJIyHAM, TETIEPh YKe
3aKOHHBIM 00pazom?!

KoHeuHo, OHa ¥ TaK y HUX, C HEM MOXET CIIy4UThCs BCE, uTo yrogHo. Ho — 3amyx 3a konyHa?..

— TBost Mnagmast 104Yb MOKA JEWCTBUTENBHO Mana jajsl Opaka. Tel BOT BIOJHE MOAXOMMIIID,
nvpa. JKenaenib cama ctaTb HEBECTOM ?

— Moii rocyapsb. .. — OHa OTIIATHYJIAC.

— Te06s nocersat maru 1y1s 6ecensl. OHU pa3bsCHAT HeroHsTHOe. He 3a0bIBaii, 4To cyap0a TBOMX
MJIQIIIMX JIeTed 3aBUCUT OT Onaropasymusi crapiieil podepu. U ot tBoero. [loka mMokemib WATH,
JIMpa, — OH OTEYECKU-T0OPOKETATETTFHO YILIOHYJICS.

— Jla, Mot umniepatop, s BCE MOHsIa, — OHA BCTaJla, HU3KO MOKJIOHUIACh.

Tonbko OBl YIUTH OTCIOAA U CIIOKOWHO 00ayMath Be€. [IpoBuieHue, uto xe aenars?!

14



H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

I'naBa 3. Apaaii

JIBa pakoHa ¢ HAa€3AHMKAMU, KOPUYHEBBIM U YEPHBIY, 110 OYEPEAN OIYCTWINCh HA TOJISHKY
pAnoM ¢ aepeBHer. Hae3IHUKM JIETKO CIIPBITHYJIM Ha 3€MJIIO, U YK€ HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUM CITYCTS
Ha IOJISTHKE OCTAJICS JIMIIb OIMH JPAKOH, IIOTOMY YTO Ha MECTE€ KOPHUUYHEBOIO 3BEps TENepb CTOSII
YEJIOBEK.

«He Tepsiiics1, mapens. Ha yxun npuxonu, den Oynet KaaTb», — Gpocil 4epHOMY APAKOHY TOT,
KTO TOJIBKO YTO ObUI €r0 HAae3/IHUKOM.

«MBI IpUIEM Ha YXKUH, O4105», — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETCTBOBAJI YEPHBIN IPAKOH.

Bce, KT0 ObL1T Ha MOJISIHE, CIIBIIAIN STOT PAa3roBOP, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO I'yObl TOBOPUBIIMX HU
pa3y He pa30MKHYJIMCh, U TUILMHY HapyIIaJl JIMIIb KPUK KaKOM-TO NTHULIBI BAAJIEKE — A3bIK IPAKOHOB
0e33ByUeH.

Korpa siionut oTomm, JpakoH TYT e OISITh B3MBLT B He00. Tenepb OH JieTes HeAoro, K HeOoIb-
LIOMY 03€py MEX[y I'op, HEMOJAIEKY OT KOTOPOro Cpa3y pasmIsfies KPhITYIO COIOMOU XUAHHY. OH
MIPU3EMJIUIICS TIPSIMO B BOALY, MOJHSAB Ky4y OpBI3I, TaK YTO O3€pHasi BOJa BHICOKOI BOJTHOM IJIECHY.IA
Ha Oeper — MaJleHbKOe OaJIOBCTBO, KOTOPOE JIOCTABIISIIO €My YIOBOJIBCTBHE M BCEIZIa CMEIIIIIO €r0
[Mamny.

To, 4TO OH BCE €mE HE yMeNl HOPMaJIbHO OAEBAThCs, TAK, Kak 3TO AenaoT aApyrue, lany Toxe
cvermmiio. He crpamno, oH Ha He€ He oOwkaics. [la u BooOIe, cMesAThCsl ero pbikasi JIOOHT, el 1
NpuuuHbL He Hano. [IycTs cmeércs.

Vxke cMeHHUB 0OMMK, Apaail IOHEKWICS HEMHOTO B BOZIE — 03€PO 3TO OBUIO BOCXUTHUTEIHHO
TETUIBIM 1 00J1aJaJI0 CBOMCTBOM BO3BpAIIIaTh CHJIBI ycTaBleMy Tesy. OH Bellb, MEXIy IPOYMM, JIETe
clofa ¢ apyroro KoHa Mrceansl 6e3 oTapixa. ..

CwmemnHo. Koneuno, 6e3 otpixa, OH Beb JpakoH. Ho 1axe IpakoHbl HEMHOT'O YCTAIOT OT TaKUX
JOJITUX NEPETIETOB.

Be3 0coboii 0x0ThI OH BbIOpaJICs Ha Oeper, OTPSXHYJICA. YBU/IEN Ha KaMHe OOJIbIIOE MOJIOTEHLIE,
3a6omBoO nonoxeHHoe 1anoit, B3st ero u BoiTepces. [lonoTteHie y Hero y caMoro ObUIO, XpaHUIIOCh
3a TEHbIO, MOT' Obl JOCTaTh, HO MPUATHO OBUIO MOJIL30BATHCS TEM, KOTOPOE OHA JIs1 HETO MOJIOKMIIA.
Cenyac OH IOCTaHET OAEK Yy U OEHETCA. DTO MPOCTO. [laxe CTpaHHO, HACKOJIBKO TO Ka3aJloCh IPO-
CTO C TeX IOp, KaK HayYWICS — JAOCTaTb CBOU BELIM U3 HUOTKYJA, [IOTOM MOJIOKUTh UX B HUKYAQ, U
CHOBa JocTarhb. [la, OH Hay4wICcA NOJIB30BaThCSA TAMHUKOM 32 TEHBIO, KOIZA BIIEPBbBIE MOIYYMIIOCH,
roToB ObUI MpbIraTh OT BocTopra. M 4to ¢ Toro, 4to 310 yMmeloT Bee AeThku? OH-TO He ymen! A BOT
0fIeBaThCsl OJHOBPEMEHHO C NMEPEMEHOM 00IMUbsl HUKaK He MOJTy4aloch, IOITOMY OH CTapaJics Ipe-
BpalaTbCs BJAJIM OT MOCTOPOHHUX IUIa3. 31€Ch BOT, y 03€pa, IOCTOPOHHUX IV1a3 HET, 3[€Ch TOJIBKO
[Masa, a npy HeW pas3ryJIMBaTh I'OJIbIM OH KaK pa3 HE CTECHSJICH.

Ha, ona 6pu1a TyT. CTOsi1a Ha H6epery u yabioanach.

— Hakonen-to, gpoBocek. f yke cocKyumach.

— W 51 cockyunmiicsi! — oH He crieliia MogoIIEN, OOHSUT IEBYIIKY, MOLEI0BAI, — TOBOPHJI K€, 1aBai
BO3bMY TeOs1 ¢ COOOM.

— Cnpsuens 3a TeHb? Hy yx Het, Takoro He Oyzer.

— Pa3Be 00s3arenbHO npATaTh Te0s 32 TEHb? — OH NOTEPCs IIEKOM O e€ IEeKy, OJHOBPEMEHHO
coOupasi B TOpCTh €€ BOJIOCH M HAMATBIBAsI MX Ha KYJIaK.

310 6BLTO HenpocTo — Bosioc y [lasel xBaTHiI0 OBl HA ABYX JEBYOHOK. PHUKMIA, HEMOCTYIIHBI,
CTpYALLUICS BOIOMA.

Bnpouem, korma ObUIO HY)XHO, OHA INYTS C HUMHU CHPABJIsIAch, YKJIAAblBala Kak YTOJHO.
Ceronnst 6bUIO0 HE HY)XHO. 3aTO OHA MPUHAPSANIACK: I00Ka B MEJIKYIO KJIETKY, TUIOTHBIA KOpCaxk C
30JIOTUCTBIMH ITyTOBKaMH, BOPOT pyOaxu oTzenaH KpyxeBoMm. HenoHsaTHO, moyeMy BepMaM-HUOe-
pUKaM XO4eTCs pasry/IMBaTh IO JOPOraM B BETXOM OJEKOHKE, HO eMy HpaBuIoch, koraa [lana one-
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BaJlaCh KpacuBoO, U OHa 3To 3Hasa. 3aeck, B Comyie, mocie nepBoro Bo3BpaieHus ¢ [llaitrakana, on
Oonbliie He BUIeN e€ oneroi mioxo. Ho rosoBy oHa 31ech HUKOrIA HE MOKpPBIBAIA, W Yallle BCEro
HUKaK He MmproKpasa BOJIOCH — HuUOepuiika ectb HuOepuiika. OH MPHUBBHIK, EMY HPaBUJIOCh.

— Tsl cobupaenibest oneBaThCs, JPOBOCEK ? — CMesIach OHA.

— 41 He npoBOCEK. ..

— Xoporo. [Ipakon, Tede yqoOHo 0e3 mTaHoB?

— Emg kak. Bor ceituac Mbl Bc€ ¢ TeOs1 cHUMeM, U Tebe Toxe OyaeT ynoOHO, — OH TPHHSIICS
aKKypaTHO pacCTeruBarh Ha HEH MyTrOBKHU.

Mor 6Bl TPOCTO AEPHYTH, YTOOBI MOCHINATNCH, ITO MY TOXe HpaBuiock. Hudero, eii Beap He
WIJION MPULIUBATH.

[IuTh, KaK Bce JKEHIIMHBI, €r0 BeAbMOYKA He JIIOUJIa, TI0JIh30BANIACh 1JIs STUX 1ieJIel BOIIOOH,
¥ TIOJTy4aJIOCh Y Hee 3TO JIOBKO U MPAKTUYECKU MIHOBEHHO. V1 He TONbKO LINT. . .

3pech ObUIO YAUBUTENBHO TETJI0, HECMOTPSI Ha OCEHb — 03€PO COrpeBasio. A ckopee, TeTUIo rop,
KOTOpPO€ IO TYT CHU3Y U COTPEBAJIO 3TO AUBHOE 03€pO. 3[0€Ch MOKHO CIaTh HA 3eMJe, a Kpbllla
HY)XKHA TOJIBKO OT JOK[Is1. ApIaii M3BJIEK M3-32 TEHU OIEsUI0 U OPOCHII Ha 3eMJTIO, M TOJIKHYJI Ha HETro
IEBYIIIKY, HAJIAaBUB €M Ha IJIeUH, YJIOKWII. BraiiHe OH TopauiIcs 3TUM: YTO BOT TaK, IIyTs, MOT JOCTATh
HUOTKY/1a OfIEsLIO.

Ecnu 6b1 KTO-TO JIeTen ceituac HaJ| 03epoM, UX Obl YBUIEIN, KOHEUYHO — OHU JIEKAJIM Ha OTKPbI-
TOM MecTe, IpsiMo Ha Oepery. Ho 31ech peako KTo jerai. ..

Korna Apnato 3axoTenoch BCTaTh U OJEThCS, JOCTATh CTOIKY OJE /bl N3-3a TEHU MOITY4YUJIOCh
cpa3y, HO UIMEHHO 4TO cTOmKy. OHa O4yTWJIach Y HEroO B pyKax, HO He Ha HEM. OH MOJoXuI e€ U
poJiesiall TO, HAAEHHOE OIHAXK bl IBUKEHHE NTAJIbLIaMU, KOTOPOE IIPUHOCKUIIO HEKOTOPBIN Pe3yJIbTaT,
MOCTAPAJICS COCPEOTOUNTRCS, TPEACTABHUB IITAHbl HAAETHIMU — TIOKA TOJIBKO IITAHBI.

Pesynbrar npeB3o1én oxkuJaHus: ITaHbl OKA3aIMCh Y HEro Ha 1ee. [la eme kak oka3ajuch:
rojioBa ero Oblia MpojeTa B OfHY HITaHWHY, BTOpas OonTanach COOKY, 3aBSI3KM CBEIIUBAIUCH Ha
Tpyab.

W xak tenepb 310 cHUMath? Tosbko pa3pesars. ..

On B 3amerarenbcTBe B3IsAHYI Ha Hany.

Ona cuziena Ha ofiesyie U CMOTpea ¢ uHTepecoM. Toxe ofieBaThCsl He CHElInIa, TONbKO I0JI0-
JK1J1a CBOIO I00KY Ha KOJIEHU, MIPUKPHIBIIMCDH. M cMesIThCSl Ha 3TOT pa3 He CTaja, OrpaHIMIIach Jier-
KOI YCMEILIKOM:

— Kak 181 3710 nenaenns, qpakoH? § gaxe 4ro-TO MOHATH HE MOTY.

— A s u nogasHo. [Tomoru, a? — B3JOXHYJI OH.

OnHo HeynoBuMoe aprkenre [anuHbIX nanbleB — U ITaHb OKA3AJIMCh TaM, IJe UM U TOJI0-
KEHO, TIeJIble, U Jake 3aBsI3KM ObUIM 3aBsi3aHbl. Bosbllle OH MpoOOBaTh HE CTal, Ofescs OOBIYHBIM
oOpa3oM, Kak BCe JIIOAW: Biie3 B pyOaxy, IMyroBKa 3a IMyrOBKOHM 3aCTErHYJI KWJIET, 3aTSHYJ TOsC.
Canoru noka He cTaj1 HaJieBaTh, HE XOTEJIOCh.

[Mana nporsiHyna eMy pyKy, ¥ OH Iofajl e€d CBOW, omMorasi Bcrarb. OKa3aBIIMCh HA HOTax,
HuOepuiika ObUla yKe OfeTa, BOT TaK, MTHOBEHHO — BCE BEIIH, KOTOpble OH HE CIella CHUMAJ U
Opocast BOKpYT, ObLTH Ha Hell. IMEHHO Tak 3TO JeNaloT JPaKOHBI.

— He rpycru, apoBocek, — ckazana Illana, — Thl CIMIIKOM HEJIABHO CTal JPaKOHOM. TBOMM
ycrexaM MOXHO 3aBHJIOBaTh. Y MeHsI eCTbh XJieO U ChIp, XOUelllb ?

Epna y [llansl Boguiack TONBKO caMasi IpPOCTas.

— Xouy, — He crasl OTKa3piBaThcsd Apaail. — U em€ Hac 3Banu Ha yxuH. U 3Haeis, ummnepa-
TOp TpedyeT, uToOs! 104Ky Kaioba HemeieHHO BepHyu. be3 3Toro oH oTKa3bpiBaeTcs OTIaBaTh HAM
[aiiTakaH.

— Uynak, — noxana rredamu [llana. — TeOst He HYKHO 3BaTh Ha YKHWH B oM [{pSIHOB, IOTOMY
yto Thl [IpsiH. A ouky Kaio0a... Hy, BepHyT. Komy oHa TyT Hy)Ha?

— Hukomy, — kuBHYN OH. — HO 51 HE MOTy MOHSTH, TIOUYEMY KHSI3I0 9TO HE HPaBUTCH.
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— Tax cipocun Ob1 y KHs1341. Tak, MO-poACTBEHHOMY, 3Haelb Jii. OH Belb TBOW JS/Is.

— Jlerko ckazarb, — XMBIKHYJI OH, — HE YMEIO s [TI0OKa TOBOPHUThH C HUM TIO-POJCTBEHHOMY.

— A T TPOOYH, — OHA YJBIOHYJIaCh, — KOTJa-HUOYIb HAYYHIIIbCSI.

Kax-To Tak BBIIILIO, YTO BCE B €r0 )KHU3HHU CBEJIOCH CEYac K ITOMY «KOTAa-HUOYAb HAYYHIITbCS».
To, 4T0 OH JOMKEH ObLT YMETh enIé MaJIbUMIIKOM, Teleph OCBOUT «KOIa-HUOYyab». B HEM 4yTh He
noruod ero JIpakoH, HO MOTJIO JIM TO MPUKTH B TOJIOBY HAC/IeIHOMY UMeHI0 Appato Dcreperny?

W BuHOBaTHIX HeT. [IpocTo oOcTosATEbCTBA.

—TI'oBopsAr, y He€ HeT Marnueckoro gapa. Ho KHA3b yBepeH, 4To OHa ITPUMEHNIA K HEMY Maruio.
Kak 310 BO3MOX)KHO?

— Otkypna 51 30a10? — yneioka [aer ObiTa Tako# ke Oe3MSITEKHOM, — MOWAEM U IOCMOTPHM,
X0uelnib?

— K neit?! IIpsimo ceriuac? — OH, KaKeTcsl, CMyTHJICS.

— K Heit, k komy emé? — pa3Becesuiach HUOEpUKa, — OOUIIILCS YBUACTH OBIBIIYIO HEBECTY ?

— Omna He OblTa Moelt HeBecTOl. W 1 HUKOTA B JKU3HU €€ He BHUJEI, — OTMAXHYJICS OH HEJlo-
BOJIBHO. — ThI ISHICTBUTEILHO MOXKEIIb 3aiTH B Ty OarHio?

— Jla-ma, KOHEYHO, s1 MOTY 3alTH B OarrHio, yero Tam modb! Tak monum? — [llana B3sma ero
3a PyKy.

— A ecym oHa u TipaBaa Maruuka? st Tedst 93T0 He onacHo?

— Jla eI GowmItibes, qpakoH! — OHa pacxoxoTtanack. — bostees Hevero! [Novinem?

— Iovigem! — oH cxai e€ pyky.

«Bomme6npiii» kamemek Illana mpocto gocrana W3 KapmaHa, BIOXKWIA B JIAJIOHb Apras u
HaKpbLla CBOEU PYKOH. ..

A ogiestyio ocTalioch Jiekarh Ha Oepery o3epa. Apaait 0 HEM 3a0bL.

KoHneuHo, korga KTo-To MOSIBASIETCS PSAOM € TOOOH BHE3AITHO M HETMOHATHO OTKYJA — K 9TOMY
TPY/IHO NIPUBLIKHYTh. Ap/iaii BOT MPUBBIK K TAKKM IPOJEIKAaM BeJbMOUKH, HO BpEMEHaMH U €r0 OHU
3 HeckasanHo. Ocobenno mncuesHosenus. Ho Kanrana, gous Karoo0a. ..

Kaxercs, ona He yauBwiach! [1o kpaiiHell Mmepe He 3amepiia, OTKPbIB pOT, U HE MOTepsiia CIo-
COOHOCTh cooOpaskaTh. HarpoTus, IeByIlKa BUXpEM cleTena ¢ KpoBaTU M 3aMepiia, MPHKaBIINCh
CIIMHOM K cTeHe. [Ipoxkana u cMoTpesna Ha HUX. Pyku cxkana B Kynaku. OHa 0osiiach UX, HO, KaKeTcs,
6e3 00s1 caBaThCsl He COOMPANach.

CwMmerHas.

— [Ipoctu 3a BHe3amTHOE BTOpPIKEHUE, JIeHHA, — cKkasasa ¢ ynbiokou [ana. — MbI He XoTenu Te0s
Haryratb. Mbl BCETro JIUIIb TBOU TOCTH, €CJTU TIO3BOJIHIIIb.

Takoii TOH, TakKe cI0Ba ObUTH YMECTHBI [/Is1 3HATHOW JIMPBL. TOJbKO HETOK phITasi FOJIOBA, IMOXKa-
JIyii, MOTJIa BBI3BaTh HEJOYMEHHE. Y JoUepy Mara — He BbI3BaJia.

— Tb1 HUOepuiika? — cipocuiia OHa.

— Ha, s Hubepuiika, — cornacuiach Illana Tak e HeNpuUHYXAeHHO. — Thl, BUXKY, TOHUMAEIIIb,
YTO 3TO 3HAYUT.

— Yurasa o Bac.

— Ouenb X0po1IO, JieHHa. Tak Thl MO3BOJIHIIL HAM ObITh TBOUMH T'OCTSIMHU?

— Xotena Obl s 3HaTh, KaK MOTY He MO3BOJMThL? UyBCTBYiiTEe ceOsl KaK JIoMa, — yCMellKa B eé
roJioce 3Byvaja OTYeTIIMBO, — MOCIIeJHEee BpeMsi TOCTH ISl MeHsI O0JIbIlast peIkocTb. BOT TombKo rae
Obl Bam mipucectsb? TeOst ycrpout 1ot cryn, mup Apaait Dcrepen? Tol, HEOepHiiKa, MOXKeEIIb CECTb
Ha MOIO KpOBaTb.

Apnail jaxxe B3APOTHYI, YCIBIIIAB U3 €€ ycT cBoe UMs. OHa ero y3Hasia, 3HauuT. ..

OH yxe ycren, v He 6e3 MHTepeca, pacCMOTPETh AeByIIKy. OHa OKa3aiach BOBCE He TaKOM, Kak
OH BoOOpaxaJ e€ cede, pa3oK B3IIsIHYB Ha opTpet. [Toxkanyi, BCE ke XyI0KHUK HEMHOTO MOTbCTUIT
coert mopenm. Her, mypHymikoit Kanrana Kaio6a He Obla HACTOJBKO ke, HACKOJIBKO He Obllla KpacH-
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BOI, U HE3aMETHOI «CepOoii MBIIIKOI» € Toke He Ha3Bam Obl. OHa OblIa. .. 3aMEeTHOH. 3arlOMHUHAIO-
ierics. YyThb Ootee MpOKKe CKYJIbL, ITyXJIble TYOBI, BIajIble EKU U Ype3MepHas OJIeTHOCTh, TEMHbIS
BOJIOCHI C JIETKUM PBIKEBATHIM OTTEHKOM, IJIa3a HEOOBIYHOT'O I[BETA. .. KaK 3esieHast TpaBa. OHa Moria
Obl ¥ HPABUTHCS, TIPOCTO Ap/Iail MPUBBIK CUUTATH KPACUBOU JAPYTYIO BHEIITHOCTb.

Ona He OblJ1a IOX0%a Ha CBOETO OTIIa — 3TO JIydlllee, 9YTo Apaai MOT O Hel cKa3arh.

— Tbl IpuUILIEN HABECTUTH MEHS, TP ApAai, KaK CBOIO. .. HEBECTY? — OHA 3allHYJ/IaCh Ha MOCTIe]-
HEM CJIOBE.

— Tol He MOs HeBecTa, JieHHa Kantana. Ml npunui nipocto T1ak. [TozHakomuTbes.

— [Touemy komnyHbI TeOE MO3BOMMIN?

— Onu He T03BOJIsT. MBI mpUILH 6e3 pa3pelieHus, — OH HEJIOBKO YJILIOHYJICS, TIPUCTIOHSSCH
K CTEHe.

Cagutbest eMy He XOTeJIOCh.

A NIeWCTBUTENILHO, 3a4eM OHU TMPHIIUIA, €CT He YIOBJIETBOPUTh CBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO, MPO-
CTO-HaIpocTo?

— 41 Tak MOHsNIA, YTO MEXJly HAIIMMHU POAUTENISIMU €CTh JOrOBOPEHHOCTh? — OHA BCE-TaKu
XOTeJIa MPOSICHUTD CUTYAITHIO.

Kaxk Oyaro 310 ObLJI0 ceiiuac BaXHBIM.

— Hert. Mou ponuTtenu gaxe He 3HAIOT 0 TeOe, a MOH OTell COBETOBAJI MHE JIePKaThCsI IMOAATIbIIE
OT TBOEro otiia. IMeHHO TBOH OTell ¥ XOTeJI TOKEeHUTh Hac.

Ha nurie neBymky nosiBUIMCh 0OMAA U ICKpEeHHee HeTIOHUMAaHUeE.

— Ho noyemy? Yto y TeOs1 3a cembsl, YTOOBI OH TaK XOTeJI POJICTBA C BaMu?

— Mauto s vero oH xoten! — Apaaid moxat re4yamu.

Omna OBICTPO MOAOIIUIA U TPOHYJIA €r0 Ha IJIeY0, CIIOBHO XeJlasi yOeqUThCS B €ro peabHOCTH.

— To1 pevictBuTeIBHO Apaait dcrepen?

— Ja.

— Yro THI fenaeris. .. 31ech? Ha 3emuie kommyHoB? Moii oTel] ToOMBaeTCs: MOEro OCBOOOXKIe-
HUsA, 1a? D10 OH nepenéc 1eds cioa? — rHyJIa OHa CBOE.

— Her, nenna, — nokavai rojoBoil Apzaail. — A 4ro s 371ech Jenao... Bugumib au, s tenepb
TYT JKUBY.

OH nogymaJ, 4To OHa BeJb HE 3HAeT O CMepTHu oTIa. U eMy coBceM He XOTelnoch e 00 3ToM
COO0OIaTh.

— 3pnech xkuBenib? Kak 370 BO3MOXHO? — NIOKa4yajia roJIOBOM AEBYHIKA. — ThI... HEYXKEJIU Thl
TOXE TUICHHUK KOJYHOB? A s BOT OTUEro-To He UMel0 BOZMOKHOCTH XO/IUTh B TOCTH | — OHAa CMOTpeJIa
C HACTOMYMBOCTHIO, OKH/Ias1 OTBETOB.

U cooOpaxana oHa, HaJIO cKa3arh, ObIcTpO. U OBICTpO Nienana BeBojbL. BuaHo, nous Kawoba He
U3 TeX, KTO TOJIbKO axaeT, 3aJIaMbIBacT PyKU M TaJIaeT B 0OMOPOK.

— Bl 311ech B pa3HOM TOJIOKeHUH, JieHHa, — nosicHua [lana. — Tel momyuuins cBoOOLY U Bep-
Helibest JoMoi. OH — Her.

— IMouemy? — oHa nepeBomwia B3 ¢ [lamsl Ha Apaas u oOpatHo, — modemy? YUto 310 BCE,
BOOOI1IE, O3HAYaET?

— B GamHsx, B OTHaJICHUA OT JIIOJEH 3/1eCh JIepPkKaT TeX, KOro HaMepeHbl CO BpeMeHeM OTITy-
ctuTh. Te, KOro OTImycKaTh He HAMEPEHBI, KUBYT 3/1eCh CBOOOAHO. TOJIBKO YHTH HE MOTYT.

— Jla, MHe roBopwd, — KuBHY/1a KaHTaHa, — s He 00 3TOM. ..

— Apnaii cpaxa’cs ¢ gpakoHoM u ipourpait. [IosTomMy OH 31ech HaBcer/a.

— Bort kak?! — Tenepb OHa CMOTpeJia Ha HETO C COUYBCTBUEM, — MHE Kalb. . .

— He crout meHs xajietb, — TpoOOPMOTAIT OH.

BoT To/1BKO €€ COUyBCTBUSI eMy 1 He XBaTasio. Kycouek mpas/ibl CIMIIIKOM YK TOXO/VJT Ha JIOKb,
XOTb U SIBJISUICS YUCTEHIIEN TTPaBION.
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OH BonpocuTenbHO B3MIsAHYA Ha Ilany — ynanock 11 TOR pasmisgeTh B JOYKE Mara 4ro-To
HeoObruHOe? OHa Belb JOBOJIBHO J0JITO CMOTpeia Ha Heg. ..

[lana ynpiOHyMACH.

— Xouenib y MEeHsI YTO-HUOYIb CIIPOCUTb, IeHHA KanTtaHa?

— 3aueM MHe y TeOsl YTO-TO CIIpaIIMBaTh? — CJ1a00 YCMEXHYJach JEBYIIKA.

— Ilotomy uto 51 HUOepuUiiKa. Y Hac Bce crpammBaioT. Moi oTBeT He Oy/IeT 3aBUCETh OT TOTO,
Ybs THI JJOYb.

— Mot oterr camblil JOOPBIN U MyAPBII YeJIOBEK N3 MHE U3BECTHBIX, — YIPsIMO cKa3aia Kantana.

— Mosxer ObITh. Ho moiiMu 1 TO, 4TO €ero apy3ei 31ech Thl He Haiiaerb. OH ObUl TOOpHIM U
MYIpbIM, HO He K comuiiiiaMm. He kK rOpHBIM KoJIyHaM To ecTb. V1 Hubepuilkam OH TOXe He JpyT.
OH Hac u3yuas, BUAMIIIb JIF, @ 9TO HEe BCerja MoyiydyaeTcs Jenath Myapo U ¢ 1oopotoi. U korma no6-
PbIii YeJIOBEK MOTPOLIUT KypHILy, a IOTOM BapHT €€ B CyIe, 3TO HeA0OPO MO OTHOIIEHHIO K KYpHIIEe,
MOHUMaellb?

Jlutto KanTanbl, ¥ Tak OTHIOAB HE PyMsHOE, CTaJlo emé OneHee, OHa MOJOIIa K KPOBAaTH U
ceJia Ha Kpaeuiek.

— Ia, 51 370 IOHMMal0, — cKa3ajia oHa. — MHe kaib. Hazeoch, OH He BapuJ CyIl U3 HUOepHeK.

— IoBTOpStI0, TeHHa, TMYHO TeOe 37ech HUKTO He Bpar, — nodaswmia Illana.

Teneps Kanrana nocmorpesna npsamo Ha Illany, 1 B €€ B3IALE CMEIIAINCh M HACMELIKA, U
HeJloBepre, 1, MOXKeT ObITh, clladast Hae KA.

— 41 Buaena, Kak HIOepHIKY rajaloT Ha IUIOMA/SAX M Ha TIEPEKPEeCcTKax JOpor, — CKa3ajia OHa. —
WHorna oHu MpUXOAWIIM MPSIMO K HaM B ycaqp0y U raiajiv IBOPOBBIM, HO He Moel ceMbe. f He Bepio
BaM, HUOEepUIKa.

— W nanpacHo, — Toxe ¢ ycmenkoid oretuia Illana, — MoxeT ObITb, KOMY-TO U3 TBOEH CEMbU
CJIEZIOBAJIO MOCHPAIIMBATh HUOSPHEK U 3aIIaTUTh UM. TBOM OTeIr] BOT HOPOBUJI BCE OOJIbIIIE CITpAIITH-
BaTh OecruiaTHO. CKaxy TOJBKO, UTO 3psi OH 3TO Jesall.

— Xopomio. Yto s Tepsito? — Kantana B3goxHyna. — JleHer y MeHsi HeT, HO BOT, BO3bMHU, ITO
cepeOpo, — OHa CHsIJTa C pyKM TOHKUI OpacyieT, yKpalleHHbI [IBETHOM aMaiibio. — Ckaxu MHe, HuOe-
puiika, CKOpo JiM 5 monaay JgoMoin? U moyemy meHst TyT OOBUHSIOT B TOM, UTO s He jenana? Bcio
MOIO KM3Hb 5 CIIBIIIAJIA OT JIOJEH 3HAIOIIMX, YTO HE UMEI0 Maru4ecKoro J1apa, U BAPYT MHE TOBOPAIT,
yTo 51 Marnuka! Kak 310 BO3MOKHO?

— 4 1e6s monsna, — [lana B3sa Opacier M Hajiena Ha PyKy, MOMOOOBABIINCH 3aTEHIMBBIM
9MaJieBbIM y30poM. — [IpaBuIIbHbBIE BOIIPOCHI.

— MoxeT, MHe CTOUT yilTu, — Appail orJisiiesicsl, — 5 CIyIych BHU3?

BHM3 Benla BUHTOBAsI JIECTHUILIA, U TaM ObUIa €IIE KaMOpKa.

— He nyxHo, — Bo3pasmia Bapyr Kanrana, — MHe Heuero ot Te0si CKpbIBaTh, Tup Apaait dcre-
ped.

[Mana 3aroBopuina:

— Hackonbko 51 BIKyY, y TeOs HET Marn4ecKkoro Japa, JieHHa. B ToMm cMbiciie, KOTOpbIid OOBIYHO
nozipasymeBaoT Mard. Ho Tel JeficTBUTENIbHO MpUMeHWIa maruio. becco3HarensHo. Buauiib i,
MHOT M€ TPOSIBJICHUS )KU3HU UMEIOT TY e IPUPOLY, UTo 1 Marusi. Kak 1Ba KOHIIA UIJIbI, 1BE CTOPOHBI
APEBECHOTO JIACTA. .. BO3MOXHO, Marusi ICXoAWIa He OT TeOs, HO 9TO B KOHEYHOM HMTOTe He BaXKHO.

Kanrana BHUMaTebHO CilyIasia, MOpIpIa Jo0 1 He noHumaia. [lokayana rojoBo:

— 3HauWT, TOT YEJIOBEK caM MpPUMEHUT 3Ty Maruio? Vmu... 31o Oblia ciyvaidHocTh? [la, BO3-
MOXHO, 51 Be[lb TOKE OLIYTHJIA. . .

— HeBaxHo, k10 nmpumenw, ropopio xe. a, cayuyaitHocTs. [IpocTo Tak coBnasio, BUAMMO.
Ckaxwu, 4TO Tl UyBCTBYeIllb K TOMY 4eJIoBeKy? XoTena Obl ellé pa3 ero yBUIETh?

— Her! — Kanrana Bckounsia ¢ KpoBaTH, BBIIPSIMIIIACh, KaK CTPYHA, — S HUKOTJa He jKeJaio ero
6osbie Buneth! Hukorma!
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BcromuHasi Ty MX €JUHCTBEHHYIO BCTPEUY, €l XOTEJIOCh 3aphIThCS JIMIIOM B TIOIYIIKY, & UHOTIA
— 3ar1akarsk. Ero B3misag panu e€. ..

— Koneuno, — kuBHyna, yibioasice, [lana, misjis v Ha AEBYIIKY, U Bpoe KaKk HEMHOTO CKBO3b
Hee.

Apnaii yxxe XOpOIIIO 3HaJI 3TOT e€ B3IJIsI]I, TAK HUOEpUiKa pacCMaTpUBaeT YeI0BEYECKYIO CYTh,
OT OOBIYHBIX JIIOJEH CKPBITYIO.

— Tsl ckopo nokuHelb 310 MecTo, — npofokana [lana. — BepHenibces 10MO#, HO HEHAI0MTO.
TBost cynpOa yxke pemieHa. C KEeHUXOM, KOTOPOro Thl cebe BhIOpasa, TeOs OXuaamd Obl TIOKOW U
CUACTbE HAa JIOJITUE IOJIbl, HO Thl CAMa COIVIACUIIbCS HA UHOE.

— He cornamrycs! — BocksimkHyna Kantana, onsitb pa3BoIHOBaBIIMCh. — S gana emy ciioBo. S
cama jana cyioBo! f 1o4b U BHyYKa MMeHe !

— A mpuHaUIeKUIIb JIU TH ceOe, J0Yb M BHyYKa UMeHer? — onsth yeMexHyaach [ana. — Te
HU OT KOTO HE 3aBUCHIIIb, 1 HUKTO HE 3aBUCUT OT TeOs?

— Orel1 He cTaHeT MeHs 3aCTaBJIATh! — BCKUHYIA royioBy KaHnTtaHa, — s cymelo ero yoeaurh.

Eif Tak X0TeJI0Ch B 3TO BEPUTD, UTO OHA TIOUTH BEpPUJIA.

— Ot TBOETO OTLA OOJIbIIIE HAYETO HE 3aBUCHT, JICHHA.

— MeHs He cTaHyT 3aCTaBIsITh, — YIPSIMO TIOBTOPHJIA OHA.

— Jla, 3acTaBATh HE CTaHYT, — TYT K€ MOKJagucTo cortacuiach 1llana, — B 3TOM MOXelIb He
comHeBarthcs. U BOT eg, ecTb Koe-4uTo, 0 YeM s, OKaTyl, He Mory Tebe paccKa3arh.

— Torga 3a4em ThI BOOOIIE TOBOPHIITH 00 3TOM? — HEIOBOJIbHO 3ameTniia Kanrana, oOpagoBaH-
Has, BIIpOYeM, NpeAbayMuy cioBamu [1lansr.

[IpunHyxneHus He OyAeT — BOT U XOPOIIO. ...

—IToroMy uTO 3TO CamMo 110 cede BasKHO: UTO CYIECTBYET TO, O YeM sl He MOT'Y C TOOO TOBOPHUTb.
[Tpuyem He 3HAIO TOYHO, YTO UIMEHHO. MOTY M OIIMOUTHCS.

Kanrtana Haxmypuiach, OnsiTb He MOHUMASL.

— Tol ynTana npo HUOEpUEK, — BMEIaCcs Apaai, — 3Haelllb, 0 YeM OHU He MOT'YT pacCKa3blBaTh
naxe 3a cepedpo?

— O uyxux TaitHax? — cooOpasmia Kanrana, — tak 310 nipaBaa? 1o He Oaiiku? Bbl eiicTBU-
TEJILHO He CIIOCOOBI TOBOPUTH O TATHOM?

— NmenHo. D10 uncras npaeaa. TBos CyTh CKPhIBAaET CTPAHHYIO TaiiHy. YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE.

—Bor 3710 113, — Kantana HeyBepeHHO paccMmesiiack. — CKaxu TOJbKO, 51 J0Ub CBOMX poAuTesen?
Sl ponunack HEMOXOKeW Ha MaTh, U OECTAIAHHOM, OTYErO MeHs He JTIOOUT POIHs OTia. MeHs UM He
MOAOPOCUIIM B KOP3UHE TIO]T IBEPh?

— Her. TbI uX 104b, IUIOTH OT IJIOTU U KPOBb OT KPOBH.

— XOTb 3TO XOpoIIo!

Kanrana 3amepna, cuenmuB pyku. [llana momya sxiana. Apnraii Toxe kaaj, pa3risiisiBas o0naka
32 OKHOM.

— Torna oObsicHE MHE ellé Koe-uTo, HuOepHiika! — 3aropopuiia 04b Mara, — O MpOsIBICHUN
KU3HU, UMEIOILIEM MarMuecKyIo IIPUPOY, KOTOPOE MOPa3UIIo MEHS U. .. TOro yenoBeka. Kakoe moHsT-
HOE, YEJIOBEUYECKOE Ha3BaHUE MMEET 3TO MposiBIeHNe KU3HU? Besib Ha3bIBAIOT €ro KaK-To, €CJIU 3TO
M3BECTHOE BCEM IPOSIBIICHHE KU3HU?

— Koneuno, nenna, — tenieps I1lana mmpoko yneiOHynoch. — Ero Ha3pIBaloT BHE3AMHOW BIIOO-
JIEHHOCTBIO0. DTO CBOMCTBEHHO U Maram, U COIIMIIIAM, U TTPOCTO JIIOASAM, JAJIEKUM OT Maruu 1 JIOBIX
nposiBieHni cuibl. Beem. MHOrDa 310 MpOCTO MPUXOAUTCS TMEPEKUTh M 3a0BITh... MOCTAPAThCS,
MOTOMY YTO 3TO TPYIHO 3a0bITh.

I'maza KantaHbl M3yMJIEHHO pacliaXxHYJIUCh.

— Her! —3akpuyana oHa, 1 €€ IeKH BIEPBbIE 32 BECh UX PA3rOBOP OPO30BEIH, — Thl CMEEIIbCS
HaJ10 MHOM !

[Hana moxasa ruieyamu.
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— Cama noaymaii, neHHa. Cama mocrapaiicsi IOHSITh CBOM 4yBcTBa. HeT 3HauuT Her. A Ham
1opa, — OHa MpoTsIHYJNa pyKy Apnaio. — Kak-HuOyab Mbl TeOst ONsATh HABECTUM, HE BO3paXkKaelhb?..

JIBa ynapa cepiiia — ¥ OHU OISITh OKa3aJMch Ha Oepery o3epa. A MOTPACEHHOE JIMIIO J0Yepy
Karo6a kak Oynro BcE eé crosuio repea Apaaem.

Emy 310 mokazaiioch cymeit epyHaon. BimoOnenHsle Beb 3HAIOT O TOM, 4TO BiioOneHs! He
MOT'YT HE 3HaTh.

— Haperoch, Tl momrytuia? — 6ypKHYJ OH, oTiycKas pyky Llambr.

— Kakue nrytku?

— Kus3b Gecurcs, moroMy 4to OH BoOeH B Aoub Mara? OH? Her, Hy cama nomymaii. OH
e CTapblid, KaKk OH MOXET BIPYT B3sITh M BMOOUTHCS B Koro mnonano? Tem OGonee B nous KaroOa.
Ocobenno B He¢! U BooOIie. .. OH emE u ymHbIN, roBopsT! OH KHs3b!

3anpokuHyB rojyosy, Illana 3BoHKO pacxoxoTajach.

— Cam He roBopu ryrnocty, apakoH! Ilpuuem 31ech ero crapoctb u ero ym? 3To cO BCAKUM
MOXET CIIYyYHTbHCA. Ecnu TeI He MCTIIBITHIBAI HOIIO6HOFO, 9TO HE 3HAYMUT, YTO U OPYI'HC HC MOFYT!
JIi060Bb — 310 Marus. Toxe marus. Y oHa JOCTyIHA He BCEM.

— He nocrynHa mue?.. — Hacynuiicst Apaaid.

— ¥V Bcex 310 ObIBaeT no-pazHomy, — Illana oOBUIa pykamu €ro 1elo, BHIHYIUB HATHYThCS, U
To1IeJIoBaja B MEKY, — KAXKJIOMY CBOE, IPOBOCEK !
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I'naBa 4. I'ne3 g0 /IbsiHOB

Jlom ObLT B HECKOJIBKHX yZlapax cepiilia — eclv OTIpaBisAThes Tyna BMecte ¢ [lanoi. Pas, nea
— 1 OHU OKa3ayuch B KoMHate Apnas. Onnu. KomHata Obuta TInateabHO npuOpaHa, IMITOpbl HA OKHAX
3aJEpHYTHI.

[Hana TyT %€, paCKUHYB PyKH, yIaja Ha 3aCTEJIEHHYIO KpOBaTh, [IEPEBEPHYJIACh, HAMAThIBAs
Ha ceOs MOKPBIBAJIO, 3aCMEsLIACh:

— Xopormias y Te0s1 KpoBaTh, JpoBocek! Msrkas, ynoOHast.

W mmpokas — Mor Obl OH J00aBUTh. OTIMYHASL KPOBaTh, HA KOTOPOM OHM HMKOIJA HE CHAJIM
BMecTe. [la 1 oaMH OH He HOUEBaJl Ha HEM, pa3Be UTo napy pas noapeman gHeM. Crporas foMorpa-
BuTenbHIIA Kama, kotopast JoOpoBOJIBHO B3sila Ha cedst M 0OSI3aHHOCTH €r0 HSIHBKH, 0 CHX TOp
HE I03BOJIsLJIa EMY HOUYEBATh B IOME, U3 MPENOCTOPOXKHOCTH. [lecKaTh, OH elIE HE BIOJIHE OCBOWJICS
C JPaKOHbEN CYTbIO, MOXKET IIPEBPATUTHCA BO CHE U MOKAJICUUTHCA CPEIU KaMEHHBIX CTeH. Aphan
e, BCIIOMUHasA, 4yTo HaTBopuJ B IIlaiiTakane mpu nepBoM CBOEM NPEBPAILEHUH, CKOPEE CUUTAIL, YTO
00ATbCA creayeT 3a A0M. A, BopoueM, KoHeuHo, Kame BujiHee.

V Hero Obl1a eme nocTesb B JISTKOM AEPEBSHHOM IPUCTPOE BO ABOPE, HO Ky/a Yalle OH Mpo-
BOIWII HOUX B omuke [lanel Ha o3epe.

Hubepuiika oTopocuia MOKpHIBAJIO U CeJla, CKPECTUB HOTH, MOIJISIENA UCTIOATOObSI.

— Te6e nopa, ApoBOCEK.

— Tak noipem. Tel HapOUYHO pelmiIa CHavasa MOMATH IUIaThe?

Ha camom pene 310 He ObU10 podnemoii. OH gaxe He cTai Obl ragaTh, CKOJIBKO KOMILIEKTOB
OZICK/Ibl XPAHUTCS y PbIKE 32 TEHBIO, TPUUEM OIEKAbl caMOU pa3HOM. Kaxercs, TalHUK 3TOT y Hee
HEOOBATHBIH, Ky/la TaM ApaKOHaM.

— C yero Tel B3I, 4TO 5 MOWAY? XBaTUT yXke paccTpauBaTh KHsUKHY JInonuny. Eit Oonblue
HPABUTCS, KOIZIa MEHS HET.

— He roBopu rmynocrtu, — Apaait nomopiuics. — [ovaem.

Emy Bceraa xotenock, yroObl [Hana Oputa psaom. Onu Bens BMecTe. U cembsi He Bo3paxaia,
HO CKOpee MOTOMY, YTO NMPOTUB HHOEpHEeK Kak Obl He TPUHSATO BO3pakaTh, YTO €CTh OHH, YTO HET
ux. He npurnacAr, HO 1 He POroHAT. Jlaxke 3a CEMEMHBIM CTOJIOM — OTHECYTCS, KaK K JIOJDKHOMY.
Kak 310 oHM roBopsT... Illana He keHIMHA, a orojaa. Takux He CTOUT TOOUTh, OHU HE CTAHOBSITCS
KEHAMU, OHU BCeraa yxonAaT. Ml MHOrue TyT ¢ MHTEpecOM OXMAAIOT, Korga ot Hero yuzer [llana.

Oma ynpIOHy/Iach €My, IOMaxajia pyKoil U MeJUIeHHO UCTasila, CTAHOBSCh BCE Ooliee Mmpo3pay-
Hou. E€ moGumas myTka, aa. ..

ITocomHeBaBIIUCh KarlesIbKy, MEHSTh JIM pyOalliKy Ha Oojiee HapsiJHYyI0, OH PEIInI He MEHSTh,
U, Kak ObL1, crycTuiics B ctosioBylo. [Tokyionuics ot n1Bepeil BceM cpasy. [en, cuasimmuii Bo riiaBe
CTOJA, YJABIOHYJICS U MAaXHYJI PYKOU — CaJJUCh YK€, AecKaTh. JlA01Ka-KHA3b TaK U ONAJIWI B3IJISAOM.
Panom ¢ Hum cuzen [Ixensep, Apyr Asau, O COBMECTUTENbCTBY TOXE HSAHbKA Apaas, STOT ObLI
KaK BCerjia NpUBETIMB U HEBO3MYTHUM, HY Pa3Be UTO CMOTpEI C JIerKoi HacMellkou. [[xxensep ObL1
YEepHBIM JIPAKOHOM, KaK M KHs3b, ¥ caM Appaid. Eme [IxenBep, yTo pefkocTs y HUX, ObUT Marom,
TO ecTb 00JIafal He TOJIBKO APAKOHBEN CHIION, HO U Marm4ecKUM JapoM, COIIMILAM, B OOIIEeM-To,
HE CBOWCTBEHHBIM. A JIDAKOHBEH CHJIBI Y HEro ObUIO CYIIECTBEHHO MOMEHBILE, YeM Y KHA3S. DTO
MIOHSATHO, POBHSATBCSA C Asi/iell BOOOIIEe HEKOMY, Tak roBopud. Pa3se uto Apsucr, kH:A3b FOra, ObL1
OJIM30K. ...

Kak BHIHO, OHM TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPWJIM PO Appasi, HO YTO PacCepauIo KHA3A?

JInomuHa BoT ynbiOHynack. Korna ¢ HuM psinom Obita Ilana, ona He yneioanack.

Kama nocraBuna nepen Apaaem TapenKy ¢ OONBIIMM KYCKOM PBHIOHOTO MHMPOra M JIACKOBO
HoTperasa 1o BoJIOCaM.

— Yro ThI 320b1T B OalltHe Y Maruuku? — cpocui [psH.

22



H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

Apnaii, KoTopblii ObUIO yXe MOAHEC MUPOT PTY, TOJOXKHUII €r0, HE YCIIEB OTKYCHUTb.

— Teb6s tam He ObL10, A5, Kak ThI y3HAT?

— ¢ Tebst cipocui! — pABKHYJ KHS3b.

— 4] no3HakoMuMIICS ¢ HEH, BOT U BCE. BhIBIIIast HEBeCTa KaK HUKAK.

— A ronoBoil ogymars 3a6bi1? Hacuer Toro, 4roOsl He YCIOXHATh HaMm jieno? Terepp 4To,
MPUKaKEUIb OATUPATH €1 MaMATh?

— V Haiero KHs3s1 XOpolliee 3peHre, I0HBIN APYT MO, — J0OABWII ¢ yIIbIOKO# JlkenBep. — A erné
MMel B BUIY, UTO €CJIM Ha (poHe 0OIaKa MPUKPHITHCS IBIMKOM, TO TeOst He Pa3IISAUT IMOYTHA HUKTO.

— IIpocTo 51 TOXe penmi HAaBECTUTh €€ U IOTOBOPUTh, — MOSICHWII KHS3b CIIOKOWHEE, — a OKa-
3bIBAETCS, Y HEE TaM HE IIPOTOJIKHYTHCH.

Apnaii 4yTh He BBEpHYII, UTO y HUX OBbUIO HE JIIDOOBHOE CBUAHUE, TaK YTO AS/sI 3aIIPOCTO MOT
MIPUCOEAUHUTHCA. . .

— 41 6bu1 Tam c 11lasoil, — MOSICHWII OH, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTDH CIIOKOMHO, — MHAYE KaK Obl Tora
B 3arepryo OamnrHo? M moaTupark naMsaTh He HYXHO, I, Sl HI4Yero efl He cka3asl. A 4To S KUB,
Tak MeHs U B Bapre, u B IllaiiTakane BUaenu, 3To U Tak U3BECTHO. I MJIGHHUK TYT, 9TO BCE, YTO OHA
y3HaJa.

KH:3b HEJIOBKO TOJIKHYJT CTaKaH ¢ TpaBHUKOM, HO Kama, cuzieBIas TyT e Ha yIily CTojia, CBOer
CWJION MOJXBaTHJIa €T0 U BEPHYJIa Ha MECTO.

— Bnaronapro, Kama, — OypkHYJT KHS3b.

— Buguine 71, MBI Kak pa3 TOBOpMIIM 00 3TOM AEBYIIIKe, — cKa3aul [le]] CIoKOWHO U Jaske 100-
poxenaresibHO. — E€ ckopo otmpaBsaT qomoit. K Tomy ke [IxesBep mosaraer, 4To OHa BCE-TaKU He
Marmuka, 1mo KpaiHei Mepe, He TOJIb3YeTCsl Maruen cozHareIbHO. HUKaKuX TaMHCTBEHHBIX CIIOCO0-
Hocteil. [la x0T ObI ¥ ObUIH, MYCTh KUBET MOAAJIBIIE OT HAC, U BCE TYT.

— Tlouemy-To €€ cemeilcTBO K HaM HepaBHOAYyIIHO! He skemaer nmpocTto xuUTh Mojasblie, — ¢
uponueit 6pocui psH.

— DTO BEpHO, — COIIACHICS JIe], — HO UX HEepaBHOAYIIME Hac 0COOEHHO He Oecrokomio. B
OTJIMYME OT HEPaBHOAYIINSI MOKOMHOTO, HenoOpoy mamsiti, Mara Kawoba. Thl cka3an MablIlike, 4To
e€ orerr moru6?

— Her. I'oBopio ke, s1 HUYero el He TOBOPUIL.

— Xopormio. [Tyctb y3HaeT, BepHYBIIUCH JOMOW. Mbl He IOAPSIKATIMCH COOOIIATh Iy PHBIE BECTH.

— [Mlana Toxe ckasana 00 3toM. To ects 0 ToM, uro KanTana He Marmuka.

— a? 4 xe roBopw1, HaJI0 OBLTIO Cpasy CIPOCUTh Y HUOEPUIKH, — BCKUHYJICS JIKenBep.

— ThI cam yBepsi1, YTO Maru4ecKoe BO3AEHCTBHE ObLIO, — CEPOUTO OPOCHIT KHS3b.

— A oHO 0bUTO, — IPU3HAT IpakoH-Mar. — Ho HeoOs13aTeibHO 310 OblTa e€ marus. [loiimu xe,
HE Bcerjia MOKHO cpasy OMpelesnTh Takue Bel. Marusi — yacTb MUpa, OHa CIIOCOOHA MPOCHYThCS
cama, KaK OTKJIUK.

— OtrJuk Ha 4yTO?!

— Ha npoucxopsmiee, — IIxensep OblT caMma HEBO3MYTUMOCTD. — Thl, TapeHb, OITYTHJI PSIOM C
JEBYIIKON Kakoe-HUOYAb BO3IEUCTBUE? — 9TO OTHOCHIIOCHh K Ap/aio, KOHEYHO.

— Hukakoro.

— Twot Bcé-Taku moen Ovl, [psiH, — mocoBeToBasia Kama, — v cpa3y mouyBCTBYeIb ceOst TydIIe.

— Crniacu60, Kama. XoTb Tl 000 MHE OECTIOKOMIIIBCSI, — YCMEXHYJICS KHSI3b, U le/1 B OTBET TOXe
HACMEILIMBO MPULITY PUJICS.

Apnail IpUKpbUT POT JIAJOHBIO, YTOOBI HEHAPOKOM He YJBIOHYThCS. BBUY TOTO, YTO OTKpBUIA
emy Illana, HeyaOBOIbCTBHE KHA3S MOTy4al0 MHOM, BIIOJIHE ONPEAEIEHHBII CMBICIT.

Ero cypoBbiii 1511151, BO3MOXKHO, AEHACTBUTENBHO BIIOOJIEH, HO 3arpenaeTr Jaxe cede B 3TOM
npusHathcs. [I0TOMy YTO HEMBICIMMO, YTOOBI KHSI3b bsIH MCIIBITHIBAT HEXKHBIE YYBCTBA K JI0YEPH
cBoero Bpara. M emy He Hy)KHa UTCBaHKa B kE€Hax. He eHoH, a, K mpumepy, JIIOOOBHUIIEH OHA eMy
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TOXe He Hy)kHa. Kaiod coOcTBEeHHOPYYHO yOr1 KHATUHIO Aoy [IbsiHHY, MaTh KHSI35, U 9yTh HE TIOTY-
oun ero noub. Cmeptu Karoba, 1omkHO ObITh, pagoBaiack Bcs Comnal

Her, kas3pb [IpssiH HUKOTIA He TIO3BONUT ceOe moouTh Kantany KaioOy, gaxe cKpbiBas 3TO OT
BCEro CBeTa. DTO HEBO3MOXHO. M He mocMenBarhbCesi, B CYIIHOCTH, TYT HaJ0, & COUyBCTBOBATh. XOTs
BOT Appaii caMm HeIaBHO ObLT BIIOOJIEH, U CTOJIBKO BCETO TOTOB ObUT HATBOPHUTH Pajid CBOEH JTIOOBH, a
OHa MpocTo Mpornuia. TOIbKO BOCTIOMUHAHKS U OCTAJIUCh, Jaxe 0e3 TPYCTU — IPOCTO BOCTIOMUHAHUS.
JIlo6OBbL MPOXOIMT, BOT U BCE. ..

— Tax yto Tebe ckazana HUOepUIKa HacUYeT JIEBYIIKHU? — CIIpOCHT [IbsH.

— To xe camoe. YTO ClIyunsIoch Ciay4yaliHOE MPOsIBJICHHE Marvu, BbI3BAaHHOM... J]a HE 3HAIO,
YyeM oHa TaM Obuia Bbi3BaHa! f ke He yuusics Maruu, 4ToObl TaKoe OOBSICHATh! — MaJIOCTh CMYTHJICS
Apnaii, — HO JIeByIIIKa cama UCIyTaiach He MeHbIIIe TeOsl U CUUTAET, YTO ITO Thl HA HEE BO3MIEUCTBO-
BaJL

— Haxe tak? — BApyr paccmesuics lxxensep. — A BeIpaswiics onpejiesieHHeN. YBbI, HO Takoe
CITy4aeTcsi Iaxe C KHA3bSIMH, YTO MOJeNaTh.

— IocMmeit TONTbKO MOBTOPUTH! — MOBBICKIT TOI0C IbsiH.

N Appaii momyman, 4yto, noxaiyi, 3Haer, Kak [lxenBep Boipaswicsa. 3Hauut, [llana Touno
npaBa, pa3 u JkenBep MpUIIEs K TOMY ke BHIBOJY.

— Hano ornipaButs e€ B MTcBaHy, 1 ckopee, — ckazan Jleql, — HA K 4eMy OTKJIaJbpiBaTh. MeHs
OECIOKOUT JIPYTOe. ..

— OtBenute e€ 3aBTpa K CHHEMY KaMHIO, — cKa3an [IbssH pe3Kko. — Aprai, st 3To Te0e roBOpIO.
Ecnu B3ayman onekatsb IeBUOHKY, MPOIOJIKAM, HE BO3paXkalo.

— Ho 3auem 310? — yauBuiics JIxenBep, — OHa Bellb He TIOKKaIa OarHu.

— Ona noup Karo0a, — ¢ HaxKMUMOM CKa3asl KHsI3b. — S iprKkasbiBaio 0TBe3TH e€ K CHHEMY KaMHIO.
TeI noMoskentb, JInonuHa.

Ta coracHO KMBHYJa, XOTS TOXe yAMBHIach. Bripouem, MOXeT, B TOM U ObUT cMBICT. EMy
Y caMOMY TIOKa3aJI0Ch CETOHS, UTO JeByIiKka yMHa. Eciu oHa 4to-ToO crplmana ot otmna — a Kawob
MHOTO 3HAJI ¥ O JJPAKOHAX, ¥ O COAMIAIIAX, TO — KTO 3HAET. ..

Karo06 He 31a rmasaoro. Ho, BosmoxHo, Kantane moHagoOUTCa camast MajIoCThb, YTOOBI J10ra-
JaThCsl.

BospeiictBue Cunero kamas 6e36ome3HeHHO 1 Oe3BpeHo. Eciu Kantana HUKoraa He y3Haer
TallHy COJJIMMLIEB, TO U HE OILLyTUT 3TO BO3/ACUCTBUE. A €CI/IM y3HAeT TalHYy. .. [1a, TOI/a JIyyllle IyCTh
3aKJIAThE OyJIeT.

— 41 He mpoTuB, MoyeMy Obl U HET, — CIOKOMHO cornacuics dea. — to menouu. [Toropsiio,
MeHs ipyroe yausisieT. [Todemy ummnepaTtop BApyr BCIOMHIUI 1po Aoub Kaoba nocpenu neperoso-
poB Hacuer [1laiitakana. Bep paHbllie He BCIOMUHA M HIYETO He TpeOoBas1?

— OH cKazaJ, 4To BHSUT CJIE3HBIM IIPOCK0aM POICTBEHHMKOB. M UTO nepeskrBaeT 3a HEBUHHYIO
neBy. M1 BCE B TakoM yxe.

— OH NOHMMAeT, YTO He MOJIYYUT 00paTHO 3Ty 3eMIlio, — 7oOaBwi [xenBep, — mosromy Oyaer
TpeOOBaTh YCTYIOK, XOTsI Obl 4YTOOBI COXPAHUTD JIUIO. [lyMaio, OH MOMPOCHT €€ Yero-HuOyab CTOMb
ke HecyecTBeHHoro. CornacHo 3eMelTbHbIM peectpam, [llafiTakad mpruHaUIeKUT UMITEPUH.

Hen v Ha Apnast TOCMOTpeNT BOMPOCUTEHHO, HO TOMY Hedero ObUIo ckaszath. Bo BpeMs mepe-
roBopoB B MI3ympynHOM 3amMke Apaail mpeObiBall B JpaKOHbEM 00pa3e U pa3BIIEKJICs TEM, UTO Iyral
MaJIbYUIICK U JTIOOOTIBITHBIX.

— Bcé xe cnpocute y nodepu mara, ObiBaia i oHa B Illaiitakane, Hanpumep. HaBepHsika
ObIBajIa, Be/Ib TaM 3aIpaByIsiI e€ oTell. S caM He morMy, YTo MeHsI OeCIIOKOMT, HO — cripocute. JIno-
Ha?

— Xoporo, [en.
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— Mmrmieparop He MOMYYUT OOPATHO 3Ty 3eMJII0, — COINIACKIICS KHsI3b. — Kaio0 octaBui Tam
HEMAJIO 3araZlok, & MOXKET, 3araJJKi XpaHUT caM 3aMOK. U s 4yBCTByI0, 4TO BCE TaM Haule. Kacaercs
HAC TaK WY MHAye.

— YyBcTBYyelllb, 1 XOpOIIO, — KUBHY [lea. — A MOXeT | 110X0, He 3Hat. Hago pazoGparbesi.
ThI e111b, BHYK, — OH cam IOABUHYJI [IpsaHy Tapesnky. — Mcxynain BoH, noj ma3amu cuHesa. Hexoporuo.
[TpaBHYK BOT em€ MOApPOC U BO3MYKaJ, U TaKk ObICTPO. S TOBOJIEH, — OH MOOIIPUTETHHO YIBIOHYICS
Apnato. — JInosvHa BCE XOpOILIEET, M MaJIeHbKas IIPABHYYKA TOKE 310poBa. Bc€ B nopsiike, He npaBaa
m? — ¥ OH, YJIBIOASCh YEMY-TO, OIJISIZIEN KKI0TO U3 CUISAIINX 32 CTOJIOM.

Apnaii yneIOHyIICs TOXe, TOJIBKO OoJblne He ey, a CBOMM MBICTSIM. 3a CTOJIOM B 3TOM JIOME,
BCE OKHA KOTOPOT'O CMOTPEJIY Ha TOPbI, CUIENIN APAKOHBL: TPOE YEPHBIX, CAMBIX OOJIBIINX U CUIIbHBIX,
MCTHUHHYIO MOIIlb KOTOPBIX, TO €CTh, CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO MOIIIb, Ap/iaii MoKa 10 KOHIIA ¥ He TOHUMAJT,
1 10Has Oenast qpakoHua JIMoMuHA, Jierkas ¥ rpalyo3Has, MojieT KOTOpOor MOXOOMI Ha MeuTy, U
crapas cepas Kama, kotopasi, TeM He MeHee, Bcé elrle 6e3 Tpyzia MOAHMMAIAch Ha KPbUIO. . .

Jpakonsl. KppuiaTelii Hapoj1, KOTOPBIA ObLT U JIIOABMH, M HE TOJIBKO UMHU. A BeJMKas TailHa
MIPUpPYUYCHHUsI JPAKOHOB 3aKJI0Yaiach B TOM, 4TO €€ He Obl1o. TouyHee, B TOM, UTO JIPAaKOHBI M UX
X0351eBa — 3TO OJHO U TO k€. M BOT 3TO 0OCTOATENLCTBO HUKOMY HE CJIEJOBAJIO 3HATb.

Apmnaii Terieps BCE yarlie JIOBHJI ceOs1 Ha MBICIIH, YTO JIIOJIEH, KOTOPBIE MTPOCTO JIIOAU, EMY JIaXKe
HEMHOTO XKaJb. ..
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I'masa 5. Cunun Kamenp

Jloub Mara HaOTpe3 OTKa3aach JIETETh K KAMHIO Ha ipakoHe. OHa 0OpaioBaiach MpeacTosien
cBoboze, HO Jlake 3TO He NoOaBWIO eil MyxkecTBa. OHA roToBa ObUIA KyJa YTOTHO MITHU TICIIKOM,
€XaTh BEPXOM, JIETETh Ha PyXe, HO CECTh HA APAKOHA — HET U HeT!

Ho x CuHeMy KaMHIO HeJb3s1 HY PUMTH, HUA TpuexaTb. MOXKHO TOJBKO NpuiieTeTsb. [loatomy
OCTaBAJIOCh JIUIIb OIOJKUTh pyxa, y Tanbora Pas, Hanpumep, U IeTeTh Ha HEM.

— Hy nano xe! Jour Kaioba takas riynas tpycuxa! U He neteTh ke HaM Ha pyxe BTpoém! —
cepauiiach JlnonuHa.

— Her, BTpoéM He nonmyuuTcs, — cornacuica Apnai. — § orBe3dy e€. Tbl HOTOM NpUjieTan, Bep-
XOM WJIM cama. BmecTe Helb3s, pyX psSAOM C IPAKOHOM C yMa CXOAUTH OyaeT. Moxkelllb U He JIETeTb,
1 CIIPaBJIIOCh.

— Her yx, 310 nopyunnu u Mue Toxe! Y moroBoputs ¢ Heit! 5 nomkHa OBITH C BaMH.

— Torma Hago cBsi3aTh €€, YTOOB He OpBIKAIACh, U POT KJISITIOM 3aTKHYTh, — MONIYTHII Apaai
cepbe3HbIM TOHOM. — U mosieTrM Ha qpakoHax. ToJbKO OHa ¢ TOOOH Mocjie Takoro OeceoBaTh Bpsijl
JIA 3aX0YeT.

JInonuua kuBHynNa 1 Hacynwiack. Intu ¢ HuMm k Pasim 1oroBapuBaThCsi HACUET NTULIBI HE 3aX0-
tesa. Hy, Her Tak Her...

JInonmuna ¢ gerctBa apyxwuia ¢ Kpucom, miaammm 6parom Tan6ora Pasi, u Obiia cBoeit B ux
nome. Ho uTo-TO B mocienHee Bpemsi XOIUTh K HUM OHa u3derana, u Kpuc, Bcrpevast e€, oTBOaMII
B3MI1. KOoHeuHO, MHOIMM $ICHO, 4T0o KpHc 1aBHO yke He POCTO MO-/IpYKECKU K Her oTHocuTcs. U
TaK ke sICHO, 4To Kpucy nydirie He B3IbIXaTh O I0HOUM KHSDKHE, €€ ooOemaii B )XEHB YEPHOMY U3
IOxnoi1 Connpl. U em€ Apnait noHumat, yto JInonvHe TOT YE€PHBIN U C IPUILIATON HE HYKEH, 3aTO
caM oH el HpaButcs. U onmo6u ol JInonuHy, 0 105kaHMHE HUKTO OOJTbITEe He BCIOMHUT, Bejib JIonmHa
HE KPOBHAsl POIHA U NMOAXOAUT Apaai. benoi JpakoHulEe HaJO CTaTh KEHOM YEPHOTO JPAKOHA U
MAaTepbIo €ro CHIHOBEH, TOKE YepHBIX. UepHBIX JPAKOHOB MaJio, ¥ OeJIbIX APAKOHUI] TOXKE MAJIO. . .

Ito Bc€ noHATHO. Ho Kak ObITh, eci Apaast BAEKYT JIMIIb 3€JIE€HbIE T71a3a ero phlkKell Be/lb-
Mouku? U He TOJNBKO I1a3a, KOHEUHO, BJIEKYT. . .

Hukro He craner HacTauBaTh Ha UX cOl03€ ¢ JIMOJIIMHOWM, BE/lb OH IPAKOH U €MY TOJIBKO BOCEM-
Ha/LaTh JeT. Briepenu y Hero AOJIruii BeK, He YeJIOBEUECKUH, a ApakoHuid. Tak 4yro JInonvHa, HaBep-
HOE, BCE K€ YelleT K KEHUXY.

Bot ynuBuTenbHOE [1e510 — CTOJIBKO ITOM CaMOit JIIOOBU. .. WX BIIOOIEHHOCTH KPYTroM, BComy !
['oBOpst MHAYe, CTOJIBKO pa3 cpadoTajia 3Ta HEMPOU3BOJIbHAS KUTEHCKast Marusi, KOTopast MpOChITia-
eTCs KaK OTKJIMK Ha 4TO-TO TaM! M BCE Kak-TO HEBIONAJ, CTOIBKO Pa3 HE B3aUMHO. TOJBKO y HUX C
[anon BcE momyyninock, Kak Hallo, U elie, KCTaTty ropops, y psHa ¢ stor KanTtanoil.

Bot nmeHHo. Y HUX Belb ToXe B3aMHO, HACKOJIbKO Apaai nmoHsul. Ho 06a moutu cxoasT ot
3TOro ¢ yMa, MOTOMY 4YTO — HeJIb3sl, HEBO3MOXXHO M BOOOIIEe He HYKHO? OHM BUAETH APYT IPYKKY
HE XOTSIT.

Hy u mrytku y te6s, [IpoBunenue. ..

[any sTUM BeuyepoM OH He JOKAAICA — He MosiBUIIach. [lepeoneBmcey U 3axBaTuB (pisry ¢
TPaBHUKOM, OH CITyCTWICA B mpuctpoii, Kama o nopore Bcyumna eMy €€ OAHO OAEsIO — HOUM
CTAaHOBUJIUCH BCE XOJIOHEE, a 3[IeCh He OBLIO TOTO TeIuia, 4To Ha o3epe. OH ObLT IOYTH YBEPEH, UTO
[Mana x€T ero, cuasi ¢ HOraMM Ha KPOBaTU B CBOEU M3/MIOONIEHHON M03€e, U OTOPUYMIICS, UTO 3TO HE
Tak. W 3aceinas, BOBCE HE MCKJIIOYAT TOM BOCXUTUTENILHOM BO3MOKHOCTH, UYTO pbIkKasi BOT MPSIMO
ceiiyac OKaxeTcsl psJIoM ¢ HUM o1 ofiesiiioM. He okazanach. A yTpom ObUIO yXe He 710 TOTO.

Bcé ke Apaaii HEeMHOTO KaJjeJ, 4To MpUIETCs ocTaThes ¢ 3ToM KanTtanoit onuH Ha oquH. Her,
OH HHMKOTI'JJa HE TePSLICS C IeBYOHKAMU, IIPUBBIK K UX BHUMAaHMIO, MHOTJa HACTOMYMBOMY, MHOKECTBO
pa3 Karai Ha pyxe. I pofHBIX cectep y Hero ObUIO IIEJIbIX TPH, a 3TO TOXKE YTO-TO 3HAYUT!
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Ho nipu MpIcTsIX 0 1oyepr Mara eMy ObUIO CJIerKa He o ce0e. A ecli elé U CIIOXKHUTD 3TO C TeM,
YTO OH Y3HaJI BUepa, Mpo B3aUMHYIO M HETPU3HAHHYIO e€ JIIoO00Bb ¢ pssHoM. .. Her, 310 yepecuyp.

OH cam He Mor TIOHATh, YTO ero Oecriokout. U na, na, He M0O0OBb y He€ ¢ JIpsHOM, a BIIIOO-
JICHHOCTb, Pe3yJIbTaT CIIy4ailHOM kuTerckoil Maruu! CeroqHs-To IsII0IIKa He B3yMAeT OIATh MPU-
CMOTPETh 32 HUIMHU U3-TI0f] 00JIAKOB?

Kanrana sxiana Bo3ine OanrHu, 390K0 KyTajach B CBOM IUIall. YBUeB Aprasi Ha pyxe, BbIIOX-
HyJIa C SIBHBIM OOJICUCHUEM.

— 3/1paBcTBYH, JIeHHA, — TIO3I0poBajicsl Apraii, — He OOMCH.

— ¢1 Huyero He 6OI0CH, — OTO3BAIACH OHA.

Omno u BuiHO. CKOpee BCero ey ckazajiv 0 puTyalie v O ToJIeTe Ha IpaKOHe, HO HUYEro TOJIKOM
He OOBSCHUJI.

— U npaswisHO. He Goiicst, — MOBTOpMII OH, — BCE OyAeT XOpoiio, cJIoBo uMeHs. He GombHO,
HE CTPAIITHO U BOOOIIE HUKAK.

Ona ¢ 6aronapHOCTHIO B3MJIsIHY Ia Ha Hero. HaBepHoe, moBepwia. OH HaclieqHBIN UMEeHb, OHA
J04Yb UMEHSI, IJ1s HUX 0OOUX CJIOBO UMEHSI — 9TO CEPhE3HO.

— Tol Benip JieTaenb Ha pyxe?

Ona kuBHya. KoHEYHO, MOXKHO OBLIIO HE COMHEBAThCS B OTBETE.

TyT u3-3a cKaJl HerojaIeKy MmoKas3ajaach MHOTOPOTas ToJloBa TEMHO-3€JIeHOro JipakoHa. [[pa-
KOH KOPOTKO M BHYIIUTEIBHO PHIKHYJ, oTyero KaHTana nomarHyaach U MprKaiach CIIMHOM K CTEHe
OammHy. Ha gpakoHa oHa cMOTpena ¢ yKacoMm.

«Jlo6poro mHs Tebe, Mnammmii IpsiH, — ycnbiman Apraid. — 3adupaenb e€ HacoceM? Hako-
Hel-To. S ycram».

«U 1ebe mobporo aHs, Maypuk, — OH MaxHYJ JIpaKOHY, — HeT, 3a0epy HeHagonro. OTapxait
TMIOKa, U He PbIYM, TPOIITY, a TO caM Oy/ielb MPUBOAUTH €€ B UyBCTBO».

«[lo-TBOEMY, 3TO OBLT PHIK?!» — 1 TOJIOBA UCYE3IA.

— Tebst cTOpoXkUT camblii JOOPOMYIIHBIN JIPakoH, — ckazan Apaail Kanrane. — Hukorga He
OOMJTUT, a €CJIM YTO, KUHETCs cracath. Pa3 yxk Thl HIUEro He OOUIIIbCsI, He OOMCS 3a0/THO U JIPAKOHOB.
WX TouHO HEe HaJO OOATHCS.

Coo0mmuTh eni€, yto Maypuk NOST U YYEHbI-XUMHK, KOTOPbI MUCTOBO MeUTaeT U30aBUThCS
OT 00sI3aHHOCTH €€ OXPaHsATh, ObLIO ObI Upe3BbIYaiiHO 320aBHO. HO HE HYkHO.

— YIuBUTENHHO, KaK Thl C HUIMU OCBOWJICS, — 3aMETHJIa OHA, C TPYAOM NEepeBOMs AyX.

— 310 He cnoxHo. ['oBopio ke, He Ooiics. Hy, noiinem, — on notsanyn Kanrany 3a riedu, oTpbl-
Basi OT OAIlTHU, JIETOHBKO TPSXHYJI U MIOATOJKHYJI K PyXY.

370 NOMOIIIO, OHa MpHIia B ceOs. [lanbiie ObUIO JIETKO, OHa YBEPEHHO Cejla B CeI0 M03au
HEro, cama 3acTerHyJjia npspkku pemHend. M1 Maypuk OaropasyMHO CKpBUICS, a TO Obl U pyX MOT
ucryratbesi. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4TO 9TOT pyX kil B [lapbsiBesie U yke MOT MPUBBIKHYTH K JIPAaKOHAM,
OH pearrpoBaJl HA HUX TaK ke, Kak ¥ Bce pyxu B VITcBaHe: mapaxajics B CTOPOHY U MPUHUMAJICS
WCTOIIIHO BONWTh. A BOT HOCHTh Ha CIMHE JIPAKOHA B YEJIOBEYECKOM OOINYbE — ITO HUYETO, PyXH
HE BO3PaXaH. ..

OnHu npusieTeny K remepe Kak pa3 Ha BOCXOJE, KOIjla CHEKHUKU BIATU TOJIBKO OKPACHJIHChH
BCEMM OTTEHKaMM PO30BOro. Pyx cenm Ha HEBBICOKMI KaMeHb, Apaail COCKOYMJ NMEPBBIA U CHSUI
JEBYIIKY. 371eCh BOBCIO I'YJISUT BETep — KaXeTcsl, OH AyJI CO BCEX CTOPOH noouepenHo. Penkas Tpasa
yXke MoAMep3/a 1 MoxyxJia. YepHblid poBaJ Memepbl CMOTpes HEMPUBETIHBO.

— A 3Haerp, 51 BCIIOMHIIA CKa3Ky, KOTOPYIO MHE B JIETCTBE HSIHbKA paccKasblBasa, — CKazaia
BApyr Kanrana. — IIpo To, Kak IeByIIIKa He JeJaia BBIXOIUTh 3aMYK, I09TOMY, KOT/Ia JKEHUX TTOCAINT
e€ Ha pyxa U 1oBe3 JOMOM, OHa [UTMHHBIM TOHKUM KUHKAJIOM paHWIa NTUILY, M OHU YIaJIX HA CKaJIbI
Y pa3OUIIHCh.

— Bor ke riynocts, — oTo3BasIcsa Apaail, — yOUTh kKeHHxa MOXHO OBbUIO U MPOIIE KaK-HUOYIIb.
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— Tol BOT He MOOOsIICS MOCAAUTh MEHsI 1Mo3aau ceOs. A eci Obl s1 Marveil ocTaHoBujIa Tebe
cepaue?

3a BpeMs MOJIETA Y IEBYIIKM U3MEHUJIOCh HACTPOEHUE, JaKe LIYyTUTh B3AyMaa.

— Tel He Marnuka, — XMbIKHYJ1 Apraii. — BooOiie, cepalie Jiydiiie OCTaHaBIMBaTh KMHKAJIOM,
KOTOpOro y Te0s1 HeT. 3aueM Thl MeHs Iyraeib? YToOsl 51 He Be3 TeOst 00paTHO, a octaBui TyT? Emé
MOTY KMHYTb CO CKaJIbl — JIeTaTh yMeellb? OTciofa HeT JOPOry BHU3, MOKHO TOJILKO YJIETETb.

Omna npukycuia ryoy u orisiaenack. [opsl, Topsl, eme pa3 ropbl. M1 OTBECHBIN CKJIOH C JIBIPOT
TeILEpHI.

— 4 moviny ¢ To60i, — ckazan oH. — CHauasa OyeT TeMHo. [ToTOM ThI IOTPOHEIIBCS 10 KaMHS. . .
u 3710 Bc€. Huyero He nmouysctByenib. M netrm oOpatHo. [a, BOT elie: TaM, B Meliepe, CMOTPUTEIb-
Hu1a cymacieqmas. CKopee BCero, oHa moJoiaeT 1 uTo-Hubyap Tede ckaxer. 1o Huuero. EE coBa,
MOJET, YTO-TO U 3HAYaT MHOTAA, HO MOKHO HUKOT/IA HE 10TalaThCsl, YTO UMEHHO.

— Xoporo, — KanTtaHa BHITpAMIIACh, — CIIACKOO0 3a MPeayIpekIcHIe.

W xorpa Appnaii B3si1 €€ 3a pyKy, OHa IIPUHsLIa 9TO KaK JOJKHOE.

Jl71s1 Hero TeMHOTa KOpUaopa He Obljla OeClIpOCBETHOM, JIPAKOHBE 3pEHKE BKIIIOUMIIOCH Cpasy,
U, CIIeJIaB HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB, OH YK€ BHIEN TaK, YTO MOr Obl BAETh HUTKY B Mroyiky. VIHTEpecHo, a
cMoT Obl OH aTh BO3MOKHOCTb JIEBYILIKE BU/IETh B TEMHOTE ero razamu? TOYHO Tak xke, Kak IpakoH
JAET CBOEMY «HAE3/IHUKY» B JIETAJISIX PacCMOTPETh 3€MJII0 BHU3Y. DTO YTO-TO BPOIE COEJUHEHUS
CO3HAHUH, YeJIOBEeK Kak Obl MMoTyJyaeT Ha BpeMs IJia3a JpakoHa. TonbKo r1a3a, Hu4ero Oosbile. . .

C [amoit Bo BpeMs NONIETa y Apfiasi 3TO TOIYYaioch. A BOT B UeJIOBEYECKOM OOJMKE, B TEMHOMN
nieriepe oH eme He mpodosai. Tak wim nHaue, mpodoBaTh HykHO He ¢ KanTtanoi Kawo0oii. . .

— OcTOpOXHO, — OH MpUIEPXKaAI AEBYILIKY 3a IUIEUH, — TYT BbIcTyI. [leperiaruu.

OHa 1marHyia MMpPOKO UM BCE PaBHO CIOTKHYJAch, OH MouMai e€, yaepxai. B mocnegHwuii
MOMEHT CIOXBaTHJICS, YTOOBI JIOBUTh PYKaMH, MO-YeJIOBEYECKH, a He TpakoHbel cuioi. Hemapom
HbsH Hajmonro 3aaepxan ero B lllalitakane, 3acTaBisisi HOYTU BCE BpEMSl HAXOAUTHCS B IPAKOHBEM
oOnuKe. Apraii HeTIOXO OCBOMJICS CO CBOMM APAKOHOM.

TbMa cMeHnIach MOJyMpaKkoM, BOT KAMEHHBIH CTOJI, HA HEM KaMEHHas e IJIUTa, He TOVMellIb,
CUHSISI WIM HET. 3HAMEHUTHIN U 3arajlouHbiii CUHUN KaMeHb. ApJiail orjisiiesicsl, BhICMaTpuBasi cTa-
pyXy-cmoTpuTtenbHuLy. E€ 30ByT Aspma. ..

Crapyxa nosiBusiach He3aMeTHO, He ObUIO €€ — U BOT OHa.

— A, THI IPUILEN, YEPHBIN, — OHA IIIsSIHY/A Ha Apaast ucnomioobs. — 1 mymara, He OCTaHelIbCsl.
Ilymana, ymep Tbl COBCEM. A Thl BOH, U CaM TYT, U €€ IPUBEJI, — YTO UHTEPECHO, OHA U HE B3IJIsIHYJIA
Ha KanTany. — Be3aMonBHBIX y MeHs ellié He ObIBasIo. A royeMy, MHTepecHO? be3aMonBHbIe 1 Tak 00u-
KeHbI, He HaJJ0 UX THaTh. Ho B ux cmaboctu ecThb 1 cuita, MHOTO critbl. Knanu ciona pyku, 6e3mMonBHast.

Hecmorps Ha npenynpeskaenus Apnasi, Kanrana ot Buga 1 60pMOTaHHS CTapyXy COBCEM OTO-
pornesa ¥ He MoIJIa MOLIEBEIUThCS.

— Hy, uero xnems! — npukpukHyna ta. — Knagu pyku Ha KameHs!

Apnaii NOATONKHYJI IEBYIIKY K CTOJTY, CaM B3sUI €€ PyKU U MOJIOKWII UX Ha KaMeHb JIaJJOHSIMU
BHU3, OHAa HE CONPOTUBJIAIACH.

— Bcé! — 00bgBrIa AnpMa, — caenaHo. Yxonu, 6esmonBHasg. bennas 1ol kanko tedd. M e
cTynai mpoyb, 4€pHbiil. Heyero tede TyT. TeGe HyXeH CBeT, a TyT TeMHO! — 1 OHa yIILa.

— Vxonum, — Apnaii 3a uieur nosepHy.1 Kanrtany, — Ham tyga. Bee yxe konuninocs. Hy, uro te1?

Omna nuia, Kak COHHasl, ¥ ONSITh CIOTKHYJIACh HA TOM K€ MeCTe — MPUIUIOCh JIOBUTh. Korna
BBIIIUIM U3 MELIEpbl, OHA 3aIllaKaa.

—Yro Te1? Jla B yem Jies1o? — UCKpeHHe HeloyMeBal Apai.

Emy cymacmieninasi AjiibMa He Ka3anach HACTOIBKO CTPAIIIHOM.

— Ilpoctu, — Kanrana BeiTepina cnessl. — [Ipoctu MeHs, noxanyicra. ... s He 3Ha0. MeHs
IpaBJa OTIIYCTAT AOMOM?

— IlpaBpa. Ummeparop yxe kAET. [leHb-npyroi, u Oyaerib gomMa. DTo KHA3I0 pelarh.
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— DTO HEBO3MOXHO, YTOOBI JEHb WJIH [BA. ..

— Ha npaxone noneruib. Ciofa Te0st pa3Be JOJITo HeCau? A Ha pyxe, IOWMH Thl, HE IOy YUTCSI.
W ummneparop He CTaHET TepsATh BpeMsl Ha TaKoe JeJI0, pa3 KHsA3b MOKET ObICTPO JOCTaBUTH HA JIpa-
koHe. He ynpsambces. Ha npakoHe 1ipoiie v NpusiTHEN JIETETh.

— Jlaxe He BepUTCs, YTO Thl CbIH UTCBAHCKOTO MMEHsI, — B3JIOXHYJIA JIeBYyIIKa. — Takoe MHe
COBETYelllb. ..

— He Bepurcs — neno TBo€, — Aprait 3acmesiycs.

A ero J1eyio OTBE3TU M KHSI3s, U 3Ty JIEBYIIKY K umrneparopy. [IpuyeM B mpsMoM CMbICiIe —
OHM 00a, CKopee BCero, MoJeTAT Ha ero crnuHe. M BOT eme 4Tto: HeCMOTpsI Ha TOT IPYCTHBIN (haKT,
yro Kanrana nmousr Kaioba, cama oHa He BbI3bIBAJIa y Hero HerpuATHs. BooOine He Bbi3biBasa. Kak u
MYKCKOTO UHTepeca, BipodeM. I 0coObIX HEOOBIYHBIX UyBCTB K HEHM OH TOXe HE WCIBITHIBAJ, HE TO
YTO Js1/1s1, KOTOPBIN M3-3a «KUTEHCKON Maruv» CKopee BO3HEHaBUAUT HecuacTHylo. Her, ero otHo-
IIIeHUE K JIEBYIIKe ObLIO CIIOKOWHBIM M MUPHBIM, KaK K JJOYEPH COCE/IeH WU, MOKET OBbITh, TaTbHUX
POACTBEHHUKOB, KOTOPBIX DCTEPESIbl BUIEIH Pa3 B HECKOJBKO JIET.

Bokpyr yxe He pocTo TyJIsT BETep, B BO3AYXE 3aKPYKWIUCh CHEeXXUHKU. [JaBHO nopa. Ckopo
CHET JISDKET Ha MepeBajiax, v TOPBl CTAHYT HEMPOXOAMMBI TSI BceX, KTO O3 KPBUIbEB.

JIvonuHa BhIIIUIA U3-32 KAMHEH, PUOIN3UIIACH.

— Y Bac nosnyuymnocs?..

— IMomyuwiocsk, — oto3Baiicss Apnail, — KHsikHa JInonuHa, 310 404b UMIIEPCKOTO MMEHS JIEHHA
Kanrana Kawo6a. Be€ mporuio xopoirio.

OH cKa3zaJl 3TO0 HAPOUUTO OUIIMATIBHO, MPUAEPKUBASICH ITUKETA, AOYb UMEHsSI CJIeJ0BAJIO
MPECTABIIATh KHSKHE, a He HA000POT.

KanTana BeinpsiMusiach, CKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY:

— Kusxna. IpuBerctByio Te0s.

Ckopee, OHa Jaxe He 3a/lyMbIBaJIach, CKa3aja0Ch BOCIIUTAHUE.

— U s Te6s npuBeTCTBYIO, — Ha Jiniie JIMOIMHBI HA MTHOBEHHE BCE K€ OTPa3niIach HEMPUSsI3Hb.

Oma, naii et BoJo, ¥ He mofonuia Ol 6;1M3Ko K qovepr Karooa.

— Yro ckazana AnbMa? — cripocuiia oHa y Appasi.

— Kak o0bruno. 4 He 3aroMHuI.

Ha npakonbem mo0aBwt:

«Omna HazBasa e€ 6e3MoBHOM. U kanena. YTo 9TO MOKET 3HAYUTh ?»

— Ona Ha3Baia MeHs 6e3MOJIBHOM, — oTBeTHIa U KanTtaHa. — [Touemy?

— K0 )e 3Haer, — noxaiia miedamu JlnonuHa. — HeBaskHo, jieHHa. Thl OTIIpaBiIsienibesi TOMOR
CEroJIHsI, CKOpO 3a0y/elb HAllly CTpaHy U Hac. A MbI HUKOTIa He 3a0y/ieM TeX, KOro yOus1 TBOU OTell.

Kanrana pacrepssHHO B3IJIsiHY/Ia HA Apiasi, OH OTBEJT B3IJISII.

Bcé nmenHoO Tak, oH HUKOrIa He 3a0ynet Aony. EcTh u pyrue epTBbl Mara, HO O HUX OH He
MOXET IIOMHMUTb. . .

— Moii oter1 He youiina, — ckazana Kantana. — OH Mar, BepHbiii MITcBaHe.

— Ckaxwu, ieHHa, Tol IoOuIa ObiBaTh Ha IllaliTakane? — nepesesna pasropop JInonvHa.

— 4] Hukora Tam He Obuta. OTell He MO3BOJISLI, — OTBeTU/Ia KaHTaHa pOBHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— OcrpoBa panbllie TPUHAJIEKATN KHsKeCcTBY KacT, HecMOTpsi Ha TO, UTO MEX/1y HUMHU U
Kacrom Hemanoe paccrosinue. [lorom onun nepenum k MtcBane, eni€ 10 Toro, Kak 4actoio MiTcBaHbt
cran cam Kacrt. Benp 11 B porctse ¢ kHsa3em Kacra? — ynpsmo nonsiTeiBaiack JInonuHa.

BujHo, ycnena oThICKaTh 4TO-TO MHTEpECHOE B OMOIMOTEKE.

— Jla, KHsKHA, B pOJICTBE, KOHEYHO, — Tpu3Hasia KanTtana, — Kact MasieHbKO€E KHSKECTBO, TOYTH
BCE ero BJIaJIeTe/IbHbIe MIMEHU B KaKOM-HUOYIb pofICTBE C KHs13eM. A pomuack B Kacre, B 3amke nena.
A [aiitakaH... — OHa 3aIHY/Iach, — /14, s 3HAI0, YTO KOTAA-TO OH MPUHAJIJIeKaT MOEU CeMbeE.

— 310 1enbiii ropon. M 3aMok. DTo BlajieHN s, TOCTONHbIE ObITh KHSKECTBOM, JICHHA.
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— Hamm nipaBa tam ObUTM HEBEJIMKH, TOPOIOM YIIPABJIsUI €r0 MarucTpar, — npurnomuamia Kaun-
TaHa, — a BOOOIIE, s He 3Ha0, KHsUKHA. Tak Wiv uHavye, OH He Halll OOJIbIIIe.

[Tyctb 1 He BOBpeMsl, HO BAPYT €l TOXe CTallo MHTepecHo. Bunnmo, HensBectHbli el [1laiiTakan
—3T0 He Mentoub. He 1o, uto ToT e JInHHeH, k npumepy. Ho KHskecKoro TUTyna y ero BiajieTesnei He
ObLJI0, OHM ObUTH JIUIIL UMeHSIMH. A otoM [1laiiTakaH TOMEHSIM Ha JPyroe MOMECThe CO CXOIHBIM
noxogoM. Mama cormacumiace. A Beb 9TO HECPAaBHUMO — I'OPOJI M IOMeCThe. Tak Kakue ke Ipasa
ObLIM Y HUX paHblIle B TOM ropoje?’..

— Ham nopa Bo3Bpararbces, — 3ametus1 Aprail, KOTOpoMy HaJI0eJIo CTOSITh Ha BETPY, — 3[€Ch
XOJIOZIHO.

Pyx HenoBOJIbHO KJIEKOTAJI, MY TOXE HE HPaBUJICS BETEP.

V:ke B37eTeB, OH yBUAE, 4To JIMomvHa HampasisieTcs K neniepe. Pemmia noBuaare cyma-
ciieamyo Anbmy?..

Jlerets B Xaagapn 1€MCTBUTENBHO PELIMIM 3TUM ke BeuepoM. I Apnail BoiHOBascs, oxkugas
CBOIO PBIKYIO — XOTEJIOCh M MOIMPOIIAThCs, U MOOBIBATH TIEpe] I0OPOror y Heé Ha o3epe, U 00IuUbe
TaM CMEHUTb. Besib onsATh paccraBarbCs, U HE Ha JIeHb-APYIOi, a HaJ0JITO.

Ona siBuacek nox Beuep. IlosiBunace B KOMHare, Becesasi, pacTpernaHHasi, IOBUC/IA Y HETO Ha
uiee.

— Byzeb ckyvars, qpoBocek?

— Vxe cKy4aio, — OypKHYJI OH, — IPOCTUTHCS BOT HE CIy4InsIochk. e ke Thl Oblia?

— Ila rie Obl HU ObUIA, — OHA OTTOJIKHYJIA €T0 M IOKPYTUJIACh HA TISTKE MOCPEAN KOMHATHI.

[MoroMm noponuia u yxe 6e3 cMexa OOHsIa ero, oTepiach MEKor 00 ero IeKy.

— Mens no3Banu, ApoBocek. HykHO ObLIO OTIy4uThCs. A ¢ COOO BO3bMEIIB?..

— B Xagnmapa? [ouemy xe HeT, — Apmait oOpagoBaiicsi. — C kem Obl TeOe JIeTeTh, IOTOIH, Jai
MPUIYMADO. . .

— C 10060it, — xutpo yabioHynack llana. — Ter nomeTwins yenoBekom. Tak pervn Craprimii
Hbsax. A cnpimana.

— Tel yBepena? — Apnait yquBuics.

Bripouewm, crbliath 4To-TO, € BOBCE He npeaHa3HaueHHoe, [Ilana morma 3ampocro.

— Ha. Byzgems Ha neperoBopax ¢ umneparopoM. U cam nepenaiib aeBymiky. A uro? Thl ke
TUIEeMSTHHUK KHs3s1. [IpuBbIKaTh TeOe Halo K TaKMM BelllaM, Kak MeperoBOpbl C UTCBAHCKUM MIMITe-
paTropom.

— TToxun Obl emE 6e3 ITUX MPUBBIYEK, Ky/la CIICHIUTh, — XMBIKHYJT OH.

— Crapumit [IpsiH Kynut JIMUMHY Ui Te0sl, — OHa YJIbIOHyaachk. — Bynems nzo0paxkars rie-
MSIHHUKA KHS35, KOTOPBIA CaMyl0 MaJIOCTh Ha TeOs1 He TIOXOX.

— Eme u nuuuny, — Apnait B3IOXHYI, — JIAJHO, s TIOHSUI, — OH IIPYKaJ K ceOe phIKYIO U HAIIIE
ry0amu e€ ryOsl.

[Mouieny¥i momyunics OOMTHIA U BKYCHBIN, TAKOU, MOCIe KOTOPOTrO JIOTUYHEE BCEro ObLIO Obl
MepeMEeCTUTHCS Ha KPOBATh. ..

B nBepp nocryyasu.

— Mnanmmii [IpsiH, Te0s1 30BET KHA3b!

Ortuero-to n 'y lena, vy AsIIOMIKY ObLT Jap 3BaTh €ro HE BOBPEMSI.

— Iloroau, 51 ckopo, — menHy oH 1llane, — HUKy1a He UCUE3Hellb, [TOKa 51 BEPHYCh?

— DTO ThI IOrOJIU, — OHA OTCTPAaHWJIACh, OTCTYIIIIIA Ha 1ar. — Bpemenu maso. U Tl moBe3€nb
Ha JpakoHe A0ub Mara. He crout MHe ObITh C BaMU.

— [Mouemy?..

— Ilotomy uro. HaneHs ceiiyac Ha 11elo To, 4YeM s CTaHy, U s Oyay ¢ ToOou, Onmxke MpocTo
Hekya. [ToHsu1? A 94ToOBI TO3BaTh MEHSI 0OPATHO, TIOTPYU YKa3aTeJIbHBIM MaJIblIEM JICBOW PYKH.

— M-M-M?.. — BOITPOCHUTEINILHO MPUITOTHST OpOBb ApHaid, — 4TO MOTEPETh?
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[Mana paccmestiach, OBICTPO MPUBCTAB Ha IBIITOYKH, YMOKHYJIA €r0 B HOC, TOTOM CHOBA OTCTpa-
HWJIACh U KPYTHYJIACh BOKPYT ceOsl. . .

W Ha mon yman cepeOpUCTHIN KYJIOH Ha TUIETEHOM KOJKaHOM peMeIIKe, B BUIe COBBI Pa3MepoM
YyTh OOJIBIIE ABYX JIOMMOB. [ J1a3a y KyJIOHa-COBBI ObUTH 3€JIEHBIE, U3 IBYX I'PAHEHBIX H3YMPY/IOB.

[Mana crayia KyJIOHOM — TaKoro emié He ObUIO!

Apnaii HaJieJ KyJIOH U OTIIPABUIICA K KHS310. TOT ero NeliCTBUTETLHO JK1aJ1 U TPeObIBaII B HETEP-
neauu. [en, mar [xensep u JInonmHa ObLTH ¢ HAM.

— Tel He moOo3HaTENeH, TUIEMSIHHUK, — 3aMEeTUJT KHSI3b, — OT HAIllel KHSDKHBI MHOT/IA TOJIKY
ooibie. Tol BOT 3ps M0OE3HUYAN ¢ AeBYIIKOM, a JInonuHa y3Haa, uro qodyp Kaoba Obuta Haciea-
nuuei [laiitakana. [Toromy 4to TOT *keHaT Ha HacaeHUIIe. Bbul *eHar, TO eCTb.

—I'm, — [len He criermia BeTaul, poIIesics Tyia-ciofa rmo komaare. — BoooOire, ecimu s1 9T10-HUOYIb
MOHUMAIO, 9TO IJIOXOM OpaK ISl HacJeJHUIIBL. 1 MMero B BUy MaTh HAIlIeH TIEHHUIIBI, KOHeUHO. Eé
OTEKYHY €CTh 3a YTO CBEPHYTh IIiet0. Mor Obl 1 Jiydriie o Hel o3a0oTuThcsl. Kto Takue atu Kaoowi?
JIOBOJILHO CTapblii UMEHBCKUI POJI, HO U TOJIBKO.

— Emg 1o maru, — nodasmn Apaaid. — Tam Bce Marndecku oapeHHble. KaHTaHa ynomuHamna,
YTO OHM He JIIOOAT e€ 32 Marn4ecKkyio 0ecTaJlaHHOCTb.

—I'm, — Jlen onsITh HEHAIONTO 3aIyMaJics, ero He nepeduBamu. — JIamqHo, — cka3aji OH HaKOHell, —
MOTJTH OBITh pa3Hble MOTUBBI [T Opaka. Uto Mbl uMeeM ceitdac? ViMriepatop cziennain Bo3BpalieHe
JEBYIIIKY YCJIOBUEM Mepeiayu Ham MpaB Ha 3Ty 3eMiio. Camy 3eMJTio TiepeaBarh yKe He HY’KHO, Mbl
3a0pamu e€ camu. [leByika Obula HACTeOHUIICH. A YTO, €C/TM OHA JACWCTBUTE IbHAS HACJCTHHIIA, TO
€CTh MarvyecKku MpUBsI3aHa KPOBbIO K 3emiie? — OH nmocMoTpen Ha JlxkenBepa, TOT pa3Bes pyKaMu.

— IIpoctu. 51 He oueHb pa3dMpalOCh B TAKUX Bellax. Mbl BBISICHUM.

— Eciu 310 He Tak, xopoio. Eciu Tak, TO 3eMJTI0 MOKHO B3$ITh JIMIIIb BMECTE C JIEBYIIIKOM.

— Tak 3a4yem Torga e€ Bo3Bpalarh? — pe30HHO YAUBWICS Aprai.

— Takwue Bemu Beeraa ObLTM 0OCTAaBIEHBI MHOKECTBOM YCJIOBUE. U 0THO M3 HUX — JOOPOBOJTH-
HOCTh. CHJION MBI HUYETO He I0OhEeMCHI.

— Mmneparop MoxeTr oOMaHyTb, CIIPATATh JEBYIIKY, U Mepeaada OyJerT... 933... HEeMOJTHON?
Ha, xensep? — cipocun Apaai.

ToT OBICTPO KUBHYJL.

— Mimmiepatop He pUCKHET C HaMU JIyKaBHTh, — [TOKavaJl rojioBoi [les1, — HeT, OH Oy/IeT cTaparhes
pamu Oynymero. OH noTpedyer Opaka, U eIme MoTopryercss HacueT cBoux BhIrof. Kto y Hac ectb
OecKpbLIble 13 Helanekon poaHu? Ha Takoil ciryyail roTOBBIH JKeHUX J0JKEH OBITh TOJ] PyKOH.

— Kenux? — meieHHO ToBTOpUI KHsA3b. — Ho 10 cux mop... Hukorga eme mexay HamMu U
WTcBaHOM He OBLIIO IOTOBOPHBIX OpPaKOB!

— 3ato OBLIO CKOJILKO YTOJHO HEJIOTOBOPHBIX, — YABIOHYJICS cTapuK. — [lociencTBre oqHoro u3
HUX, KCTaTH, CUJIUT 32 STHM CTOJIOM, — OH IJISTHYJT Ha Apriast. — Bc€ korma-HuOyab cirydaeTcsl BIiepBbIe.
STO HECTPAIIIHO.

— XKenux pis noyepu Kaoda! — yemexHysicst kKHs3b. — He 3Ha10, KoMy U IPeIJIOKUTS.

— INoxasnyiicta, mycTh 310 Oyy He 51! — BCKUHYJICS Appai.

Kcratn, Ky7I0H-cOBa Ha €ro Iiee, CHavasia 1o OIIyIIeHUsIM OOBIYHBIN, Tereph Ka3aJics Teruiee,
YeM JIOJKHA OBITh cepeOpsiHast MOOPSKYIIKA.

— Thl MeHs He ciymial, MaTbuuK? — B3IOXHYJ Jlen, — pa3Be Thl OecKpbUIblid poqud? Thl dieH
ceMbU ¥ HacJieqHUK. 11 TeOs1 9TO HUKy/Aa He TOHBIN Opak.

— 41 a10 pemy, — [IbsiH oAHsIICA, — ApAaid, OBE3€E1b 104b Mara. Thl ¢ Hell JIaiuIIIb, S CJIBIIIAI.

— Kakas pasznuiia, ecnu s 6yay B muunHe? OHa MEHsI He y3HaeT.

— 3HauuT, nosiaauib 3aHoBo. K Tomy ke JxxenBep ychinuT e€ Ha Bpemsi nepeséra. OHa CIuiil-
KOM OOMTCSI APAKOHOB. YMY HENOCTHXKMMO, KakuM 0Opa3om JoOperimii Maypyk Tak yMmyapuics
e€ UCITyTarh.

— Ciona e€ npunéc vHe Maypuk. Kto 3710, Kctatu, Ob1?
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— 10 OBLT 4, — cKa3as KHA3b. — Ho oHa Ooutcss Maypuka.

JIKeIBep MUPOKO YIBIOHYICS.

—3... Xopoulo. A KTO Hac MOHECET? — pelIl YTOYHUTh ApIail.

— 41, — oTpe3ai KHA3b U OCMOTPEIN TaK, YTO APYTMX BOIPOCOB U HE BO3HHUKJIO.

— Kcratn, Mnagmmuii [IpsiH, MbI OeceJoBaIM ¢ JeBYIIKOM, — ckazai [Ixensep. — OHa mpocuia 3a
te0s1. CnpammBaa, ecTb JIM BO3MOXKHOCTb CIIACTH TeOs U3 HaIllero IJIeHa, U YTO JJIs1 TOTO Hao. Ml
e€ OropuMiIv, CKa3aid, YTO BO3MOXKXHOCTU HeT. OHa Mpocuia paspelieHus ¢ ToOO! MOompomarbes,
MBI ¥ TYT el OTKa3aau. Buammo, eii XoTesnoch MpUuxBaTUTh ¢ COOOM TBOM MpHBETHI MITCBaHe U BceM
POZICTBEHHUKAM.

Appnaii B OTBET JIMILb JIepHYJ Iuiedom. Bot Beap. ..

— JlagHO, TH ¢ TMYMHAMU yxke OanoBaics, — JlkenBep MPOTSIHYI eMy IIEJKOBHIN TIATOYeK, —
MIpUMEpSIil.

Korma Apnaii moBsi3ai Ha I€lo IJIaTOK, Mar cpasy I0BOJBHO KUBHYIIL.

— To uto Hano. U moxox Ha cebdsi, u He coBceM Thl. Kak TBo# Opar, ckaxem. MIMsi MeHATh He
OyzeM, Tak ApaaeM U OCTaHelTbCs?

— He Oynem, — permt Appaii.

Nms y Hero utceaHckoe, MHOTHME TaK 30BYTCSl. XOTh K HOBOMY UMEHU HE IIPUBBIKATD.

— W BoT uTO. § BHMMATEIBHO MPOUYMNTAJ Ty KUITY 3aIlUCeld, YTO Bbl 1ocTaBuiau u3 Illaiirakana, —
orsTh 3aroBopui [en. — Ckaxu, [Ixensep, MHOro Jiu B ITcBaHe pojioB, Marvel KpoBU CBS3aHHBIX
co cBoel 3emuieit?

— Mauo, — cpa3sy orBetun Ixensep. — Heckonbko npeBHUX pooB. HeKOTOpbIe 9TO CKpBIBAIOT,
s nymao. [Ipazien HpIHENIHEro UMIIepaTopa Ka3HWJI MHOIMX IIOTOMKOB TaKMX CEME.

— Heckonbko apeBHMX pojiOB, — HOBTOPUJI CTAPUK. — DTO JIENAIOCh OUYEHb AaBHO, BepHO? [1pu-
BSI3Ka K 3eMJIe, 51 UMeI0 B BULYy. Thicsuu JieT Ha3a/l. Jlaxke paHblile, HABEPHOE, YEM TOJIAraloT 3JCHIHNE
Maru. A KTo ObUI TIepBHIM XO3sIMHOM 3aMKa Illaiitakan? — oH cMoTpeln Ha Apaas.

— Yepusiil 1pakoH. Eciu cka3ku He BpyT. [pakOH-U3rHAHHUK, — OTBETHII TOT.

— Bor umeHHO, MO¥i MaJIbYMK, — IOTep PYKU CTAPHK, — JIFOOOMBITHO.

— U 4t0 %€? — ycMexHy/Cs KHS3b, — €CJIM TaM U JKWJIA TIOTOMKU TOTO JPaKOHA, Y HUX yXke
THICSTUM JIET KaK HEeT KpbUTbeB. KpoBb MX 1aBHO pa30aBiieHa Tak, YTO He OCTAJIOCh M KaTlTi KICKOHHO.

— Bepno, — 3akuBain [en. — Ho xpucrain cutsl B ogBasie octasicsi. VI Tebe MHTEpecHO, 4To
eI11€ OCTaIOCh, Aa, BHYK?..
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I'naBa 6. MaTb u 104b

Emé HenaBHO ApakoHBI HAJ| TOM YACThIO CTPaHbI JIETAJIM COBCEM PEIKO M OUYEHb BBICOKO. 3aTO
Ternepb BUJ APAKOHOB, KPYXaIIUX MPSAMO HaJl UMIIEPATOPCKUM 3aMKOM, CTaJI MOYTU OOBIIEHHOCTHIO
— 0 KpaiiHel Mepe, HUKTO OOJIbIlie He yOeraer cjioMs TojioBy. BepHo, MpuOIMKaThesl He Crielar, 1
Ha I71a3a JIpaKoHaM CTapaloTcsl He TOMAaaThCsl — BEKOBasi MPUBBIYKA, Kyla e€ JeHellb. A BOT Jiupa
Kaiipa crosina Ha 3aMKOBOI cTeHe U kJana. VX xana, IpakoHOB, KOT/IA K€ OHU MOKaXYTCs B Cepoi
MPepacCBETHOM JIBIMKE. . .

Ona xgana crapinyio 104yb. M mommuna [IpoBuneHue, yToOsl Ta He MOCTpaaana, moObIBaB B Apa-
KOHBHX JIarax. 31paBblil CMbICJ TOBOPUJI, YTO JPAKOHBI... TO €CTh KOJYHbl HA APAKOHAX MPUJIETAT
no3:ke. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO HU O 4éM He MorJIa IyMaTh, KpoMe uX npuiera. M 4yBcTBO BUHBI OBLIO
ocTpbIM, Kak HUKoraa. E€, Kaiipy KaoOy, BHICOKOPOIHYIO UTCBaHKY, )eHY U MaTh UMEHS. .. HET, He
TO, HE TO. .. OHa BbICOKOpOoAHas JJeHHa 13 Kacra, oHa kHskHa Bonbmoro Kpyra Kacra, yeit pon npes-
Hee umriepaTopckoro. OHa Tpojiajia CTapiiylo 104b 3a Onarornoiyuue st Miaamux. E€ yoenumm
MOCTYNUTHLCS CTapIIIel 10Yepbio BO UM MJIAIIINX AETeH.

INocne BpeMeHHOro M Oe3eTHOr0 Opaka ¢ TOPHBIM KOJIYHOM €€ JI0Yb OOJbIlie He BBIAIET
3amyk. Hukakoii 6raropojiHeiil poji mpocto He nprmeT eé! Ecim Opak okaxkercsi He BpeMEHHbIM, U
Ja’ke yIAuHBIM. .. HY MPEAINoI0KUM, 3TO BO3MOXKHO. . .

Jlupa Kaiipa He permaiach IpeacTaBisaTh ceOe, Kak BCE MOXeET CJIOKUThCA. OHa He TIOHUMAIa
TOPHBIX KOJIZIYHOB, HUYETO HE 3HaJ1a O HUX. DTO HE JIIOAU, TOBOPAT! OHU KUBYT MHOT'O JI0JIbILIE JTIOJEH,
JOJIbITIe B HECKOJIBKO pa3 — TaK CKa3aJl Mar, KOTOpBIi ¢ Hell OecenoBai. OO0 MX 3aKOHAX U 0ObIYAsX
OH He MOT CKa3aTb Hu4ero. Kak v o Tom, IeiiCTBUTENILHO JIM APAKOHAM MHOTJA CKAPMIIMBAIOT IOHBIX
aesyiiek. O0 3TOM HalMCcaHO BO MHOTMX KHUTax, HoO jiupe Kaiipe xoTenoch Obl YCOMHUTBCS.

MyX Kak-TO YIOMSHYJI, 4TO, CKOpee BCero, KOJIyHbl COBCEM He YOMBAIOT IMOMABIINX K HUM
TUICHHUKOB, OHU JIEJIAI0T M3 HUX paboB. DTU TUIeHHUKU kUBYT B Cofjie, TOPHOM CTpaHe KOJIIYHOB,
10 CTApOCTH. A BOT YTO TaM, BCE ke, AeJaloT C JeByIIKaMu ?

Korna apakon noxutun Kanrany, nupa Kaiipa Bcio HOub TOpbKO MpOIUIAKaa, COKPYIIASCh O
TOM, UTO €€ cTapiias — IeBcTBeHHHIa. Hy nmouemy, nouemy oHHM He BbIJAJIU €€ 3aMYK, Bellb BO3PACT
yke Mo3BOJIsLI? A yxk IpeAsioxkeHU ObUIO CTOJIBKO, YTO TojioBa KpyroM. [louemy Myx TsHy: ¢ 9TUM?

Hakownernr 1pakoHbl okazanuck Ha ¢oHe OneHbIX 00NIaKOoB, IIECTh JPakOHOB. M3faneka oHu
Ka3aJIMCh NTUYbEN CTaei... Uil HeBHUMaTeIbHOro B3Misija. IllecTb orpoMHBIX, CTpAIIHBIX 3BEpei
OBICTPO TPUOIU3UITUCH ¥ KPYXKWIU, OXKUJIAsA, TIOKA MaXHET CBOMM (hJIarOM pacriopsiTUTEIb PYIILETO
aBopa. Bot, MaxHy, 1 1Ba 3Bepsi CTaI CHUKATHCSI, OOJIBILION YEPHBIN U CePbIii, HEMHOT'O MEHBIIHIA.
Pasymeercs, Bce mecTepo Ha pyIibeM JBOPEe MPOCTO He pa3BEPHYJIHCH Obl.

CHauasa cen YEpHBIM, C HEro JIETKO CJ1€3 HA€3/IHUK — YIAMBUTENIbHO, OH COILEI C IJIAJKOro JIpa-
KOHbero OOKa, Kak 1o JiectHurle. Ha pykax oH Jepiall JIeBYIIKY, sIBHO MPeObIBAIOIIYI0 Oe3 YyBCTB.
Jlupa Kaiipa BCKpHUKHY/1a ¥ OBICTPO MPHKpbUIA TYOBI JIAIOHBIO — OHA y3HaJa J04b. M modexana K
JpaKkoHaM, MOAXBATUB I0OKH.

— Bcé xoporio, upa, — NOSCHII Hae3HUK JAPaKOHA, — OHA MTPOCTO CIUT.

Kanrtana nevictButenbHO cnajia, U Kazajaach CIIOKOMHOM, Aaxe yabioanack. Ha Hell Obut e€ cTa-
PbI ILIALLL.

— Ona 6os1ach JIeTeTh Ha APAKOHE, TUPA, MPUIILIOCh YCHINUTD. Jlerkas marusi, HI4ero crpari-
HOro, — OOBSICHUJI HAE3THUK.

[IpuBnekarebHBI MOJIOAOM YE€JIOBEK, BBICOKUM, IIMPOKOIUIEYMI, TOBOPUJI OH CHOKOMHO U
YUTHBO.

I'naza nupel Kaiipb! onsiTh HATMIUCH ClI€3aMU, yke OT OCO3HAHUSI, UTO MOKa, CKOpee BCero, Bcé
B TMOPSZIKE.

— Ilokaxu MHe, Kyaa UATH, JIUpa.
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— Ja-na. Koneuno. bnaronapio te6s1. Mau 3a mHoi. Hazetoch, Tebe He Tsxeno?

— Huuyts, mupa. He 6ecrniokoiics.

Ona nonuia Brepeau, MokasbBas JOPOry, KoiayH ¢ KaHtaHoW Ha pykax — 3a HEl, Hae3[HUK
BTOPOT'O JIPaKOHA JIBUHYJICS TI03a1 BCEX.

HevictButenbHo, otMeTna jaupa Kaiipa, Mmonogoi konayH Héc KaHTaHy Tak, CIOBHO B Hel
BOBCe HE OBbUIO Beca. DTO CTPAHHO, HO... Kakas-HUOyAb Marus? Y HUX Belb, Y KOJAYHOB, Y BCEX
€CTh Marwus.

Nmneparopckas cTpaxa OKpyKuia UX U IMPOBOKAJIA IO CAMBIX IIOKOEB. A TaM yKe JK/IaJIH, Mar,
TOT CaMBbIii, KOTOPBIH yxe OecenoBan ¢ Kaiipoit, u Bena, Bropas cectpa myxa. Bena, 6e3yKopru3HeHHO
ofieTas v puuecaHHas, kpacuas. Camas TalaHTIMBas Marmuka U3 BCEX CecTép.

— Bcé xoporno, na, Kaiipa? — cipocuia Bena y4acTivBo, — BOT BUAMIIIb, a Thl O0STaCh.

Ta yib KUBHYIA, TOPOIUIMBO NEPEIOKNIIA MOAYIIKU HA KYILLIETKE:

— Ciona, yup. [To3Bob, BO3bMY TUIAIN, — OHA OBICTPO pacCTErHYJIa 3aCTEXKY M CTSHYJIA TUIAI
C IJIeY JI0YepH.

KonmyH GepeskHO YIOKWII IEBYIIKY CPEeIH MOAYIIEK U OTCTYITUI K IBEPH.

Bena Ha MoI0/10TO KOJI/TyHA B3IJISIHYJIA C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, HO TYT K€ 3aMeTHJIa BTOPOTro KOJTyHa
Y BOCKJIUKHYJIA PAJOCTHO:

— O, mup [Ixensep, Kak 5 paaa Te0s BUIETh! — 1 yibiOKa Ha e€ rydax 3acusiia camasi Teruiast
Y HeXHasl.

Jlupa Kaiipa ria3am He Bepuiia: 30JI0BKa OTKPOBEHHO KOKETHUYAJIA C KOJTyHOM !

— Jlupa Besna, — TOT caepaHHO HAKJIOHWII TOJIOBY.

— JIup JIxenBep Toxke Mar, U BecbMa CUJIBHBIH, €CJIH JIaXke CYTUTh 0 TOMY, YTO MHE TTO3BOJIEHO
ObLI0 HaOMoIaTh! — mosicHua Berna, — Mbl o3HakKoMuIMCh B BuHete, ipu 1Bope koposs DpavHa. S
noObIBaJIa HAa UX €XKEroJHOM Mpa3aHuKke. Kak ke OHM ero Ha3bIBaloT, He MOMHIO? — OHA HAMOPIIIMJIA
7100, HO TYT XK MaxHyJIa pyKOU U paccMmesiiach. — HeBaxHo. B 3TOT IeHb KOpOJTb Ha/IeBaeT IPEBHIOID
KOPOHY CBOMX IPEIKOB, M OHA JJOJDKHA YAepKaThCsl y Hero Ha rojiose. M mup JIxenBep yBepsieT, 4To
9TO He IIyTKa MECTHBIX MaroB, a Ha CaMOM JieJie UICTUHHAsI KOPOHA, TOJIbKO MpecTaBh, Kafipa.

JIesBep Ha 3TO JIUIIb BEXKJIMBO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Mory s noripocuTh Bac noka yiuTtu? — cnpocuiia jiupa Kaiipa, caepxxusas pazapaxenue. — A
noOy/y ¢ JoYepblio, IOKa OHA He TTPOCHETCS.

Omna 0xoTHO 0o0o1UIach ObI 0€3 30JI0BKH, Y B 3TOT JIeHb, U B JAJIbHENIIIEM. be3 uMIiepckux Maro
OHa TOXe 00oIIIach Obl, HO TYT YK€ HUKY/Aa He JeHEeIIbCs.

[TpuaBopHbIiA Mar B3IVISHYJ IOHUMAIOLIE U 3aKUBAJI:

— 41 ToNbKO B3MIISIHY HA AEBYIIIKY Yepe3 KPUCTAIL, JIupa. Thl BeIb TOXKe XOUellb yOeJUThCS B €€
3[I0POBbE, — ¥ BHIHYJI U3 TIOSICHON CYMKU KyO KpHCTaJlla, HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpoBes UM Haj KaHTaHOM,
MOTOM 3ayMaJICsl HeHAJI0JrO, TIOBTOPWIT JCVCTBUS U BAPYT PE3KO MOBEepHYJICA K [kenBepy:

— Ha Hel1 cBexee cuHee 3akiAThe, g He ommocd?

— He omm6cs1, — u GpoBbI0 He MOBEJ COAMICKUI Mar, — OHO O3HAYaeT, UTo JEBYIIKA MMOObIBATIA
y Hac. Ha Bcex comauiiliax Takoe 3aKJIsAThe, C paHHETO JETCTBA U BCIO KU3Hb.

— W nns gero oHo? KakoBo ero aenicTBre? — 3aBOJIHOBAJICS Mar.

- HI/IKOFIIa 1 HUKAKUM CHOCO6OM HC MOBEAThb HUKOMY O TOM, YTO BbI, JIMP, HA3bIBACTC IJIaB-
HBIM cekpeToM coaauiiies. [Ipu ycnoBun, KOHEYHO, 4TO OHa 0 HEM Jorajgaercs. Ho oHa nmposesna B
3aKJIIOUEHUH BCE 3TO BPEeMsl, TaK UTO 3aKJIAThE IIPOCTO MPEJOCTOPOKHOCTb.

Mar otBepHyJics ot IenBepa, BEpOsITHO, 3aTeM, YTOObI He BbIIATh I'HEB, HA HECKOJIKO MTHO-
BEHUI UCKA3WBIIUI €ro JIULIO.

— TBost HOYB 310POBA, JINPA, — CKA3aJT OH yXkKe CIIOKOMHO, — ¥ TIO-TIPeKHEMY JIeBCTBeHHa. Pa3Be
YTO YKPEIUISIONIUI COCTaB He TIOMEIaeT, 5 MO3XKe MPUIILTIO.

Mar ymén, cnemom 3a HUM — J[)kenBep U MOJIOION KOayH. Bea xortena ObUIO OCTaThesl, HO
nvpa Kaiipa mocMoTpesa Ha He€ CJIMIIKOM BHIPA3UTEIbHO, M Ta IOHUMAIOIIIE YIILIOHYIACh.
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— ToI Tak nepeBoTHOBaACk, Kaiipa, goporas. Otapixail. Beé yxe nozaau. TBost 104b He OCTpa-
Jaja, Kakoe cuactbe. M moMHu, oXkayicTa, 9To s I0JKHA TPUCYTCTBOBATH MTPU MOAIMCAHUN Opad-
HOro JloroBopa. B unrepecax ngeBouku!

— Yro B moeit Kanrane tebe BaxHo, Bena? He norumaro.

— O6wxaenb, Kaiipa. 51 3a604ych o Hell. Byny HacTauBath Ha BCEM, UTO cziestaeT e€ Opak MeHee
TaroctHeM! [Is17151 1)1 IOJTHOMOYHSI, — OHA TOXJIoNajia o OpacyieTy Ha CBOeH pykKe.

Jlupa Kaiipa onsts ¢ Tpyom nogapwia pasapakenue. OHa Kak Myxa B MayTUHE MOCPEAU STON
cembr! Myxka Oosbllie HET, UMIIEPATOp TPO3UT HAKA3aHHWEM He KOMY-HuOymb, a eid u gersam. [lpu
9TOM OIlEKa HaJl €€ JIETbMU — Y ABOIOPOJHOIO JsIM MyKa, €€ MHEHUE HUYEro He 3HauuT. E€ ChiH
— NPUHSABIIUI TUTYJ UMEHb, HO eMy TOJIbKO TpuHaauath jet! Ecnu Obr [laiitakan He ObLT IMEHHO
e€ KPOBHBIM HACJIEZICTBOM, KTO 3HAeT, 00CykJajl Obl UMIIepaTop ¢ Hell Opak e€ 1ovYepu, Wid cpasy
nocriast Oul 3a Asomkoi? Y BoT, mpaBa pemarh Ux CyabObl y 30JI0BKM, YeIOBeKa 1Jisl He€ U JIeTeld,
B CYIIIHOCTH, HocTopoHHero! [IpoBuaeHne, HO 3TO ke TTyIOCTb.

— Bnaronaprio, Bena, — ckazana oHa, — s 3HaI0, YTO MOTY Ha TeOsI TTOIOKUTHCA.

Ta mackoBO YJIBIOHYIaCh U TIONLIA OBUIO K IBEPSIM, HO BAPYT 0OEPHYJIaCh:

— Kaiipa. [ToBepb, Moii 6par ObLT ObI JOBOJICH. §I TOUHO 3HAIO.

— Yem poBosen, Bema?

— Takum Opakom y1st Kanrtanel. 1o ynada. B moroBope o0si3ateibHO Oy/IeT ITyHKT O TOM, YTOOBI
OHA ¥ JICTH YaCTh BpeMeHU mpoBoawim B UtcBane, y TeOs B JIuHHeHe win y qsaau. Mbl POAOTIKAM
padotsl 6para! Thl 3HATA, YTO OH MUCATI KHUTY 00 OCOOSHHOCTSIX COJJUICKON Pachl?

Omna onATh YJIBIOHYIaCh OHeMeBIIIeH oT nu3ymieHus Kaiipe, v BbIIIUIa, MPUKPHIB IBEPb. Ta UL
B3IVISIHYJIA €11 BCliel ¥ ToKauia ryiedamMu. YUTo K, My TOXe BpeMeHaMH Ka3aJicsl efl Oe3yMHbIM.

OHa noaBrHY/Ia HU3KOE KPECJIO K KYIIIETKe, Ha KOTOPOM Jiekasia JIoub, U celia. Basiia e€ xyayio
OeiHyI0 PyKY, CKaula B JTafoHsIX. Jla, yKpeIuIsionuii OTBap He TOMeIIIaer. . .

Kantana npocHynace, He nmpouuio 1 yaca. OTKpbuIa 1J1a3a, 3aMoprajia, yIuBJIEHHO OIJISIIENach,
Y C BO3MJIAaCOM OpOCHJIACh MaTepy Ha IIeO.

— Mawma.

— JleBouka mos, — yiupa Kaiipa criibHO ckaja e€ B OObATHUSX.

Bruta Ob1 €€ BoJsI — He oTaa Obl HUKOMY.

— Mens npusesiny, ga? A 4To 3TO 32 MeCTO?

— zympyanbiii 3amok. Xaagapa. 31ech Tenepb UMIepaTOPCKUi 1BOP.

— IousartHo, — B3noxHyna Kantana. — Bcé paBHO He Mory noBeputs. A rie orenr? OH... Toxe
rae-to 3aech? Wnu B [laittakane? Her ke, HaBepHsika ©MIiepaTop ero rpussai, n1a? Mama?..

Jlupa Kaiipa monmuana, BriepBble MOAyMaB, KaK ke TPYIHO OyJeT cKa3aTh BCE JOUYEPH.

Omna cama serko nepexuia cMepTb Myxka. CThIIHO IPU3HATh, HO OHA J1aXe MCIbITala HEKO-
TOpoe oOJieryeHue, Moay4YruB CKOpOHOEe M3BecTHe. BrHA MyXka — BOT UTO CTajlo €€ TopeM, a He ero
cmeptb. Ho KanTana enuHCTBEHHas! cpeid JeTel, Moxkanyi, Oblla MpUBs3aHa K OTIy. Muaamive
TIOJIb30BAJIHCh €0 OTHOIIEHHEM, JJ0Ub — O€30TYETHOM JIIOOOBBIO, ChIH — €IIE U MPU3HATETLHOCTHIO 32
TO, UTO OH, ChIH U HACJIEAHUK, €CTh Ha cBeTe. KaHTaHa — Ta ero 1eHua, onpasjbiBajia, Ipolaia ero
OJIEp’KUMOCTb MAaryeCcKor HaAyKOW U CUIOMUHYTHOE K Hell HeBHUMaHUe, BCEra XoTesa MoMoYb. . .

HenoBkas ynpiOka Matepu cka3asia BCE JIydIle CIIOB.

— Mawma, — Kanrana ykycuia ce0s 3a ry0y, — OHU 3a4eM-To criparmuBaiy MeHs nipo [laiitakaH.
Mawma?! Orenr?.. Ero 6omb1e Her, na?

JIupa Kaiipa kuBHya.

Kakoe-to Bpems Kanrtana cuziena He 11eBesisich, IOTOM MEAJIEHHO BCTaJla, MOJONUIA K OKHY U
CKJIOHMJIACh HaJl TMOJIOKOHHUKOM, OTBEPHYBIINCh OT MaTepH, CJIe3bl, COOpaBIIMECS B IJ1a3ax, MPOJIH-
JIVCh, TIPOYEPTUII IEKH ABYMSI TOpOKKaMu. MaTh He CTajia yTeliaTh, TOBOPUTh Pa3Hble HUKUYEMHbIC
CJIOBA — OHA 3HaJIa CBOIO J0Yb, U 3HAJA, YET0O HE CTOUT €l TOBOPHUTD.

Hakonen Kantana BeiTepria JIaJOHSIMU HIEKH, CIPOCUJIA:
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— A xak?.. [Touemy?..

— Tam ciyuywiicst CTpalllHbIi IITOPM, U elI€ 3eMJIeTpsiCeHNe, roBopsAT. MHOro paspyllieHuil B
ropozie 1 B 3amke. Y moruOmmx Opu10 MHOTO.

— Ho nodemy OH He MCIOb30BaJI CBOI0 MAarvio, YTOObI CIIACTHCH?

— HagepHoe, T0, 4TO CIyuniock, ObuIo ciilbHee ero Maruu. 1 a1o emgé He Be€. Buauimb nm, Tam,
B 3aMKe, TBOW OTell MPATAJI MOXMINEHHBIX JPakoHOB. M Garogaps 3ToMy HeC4acThlo, MOCTaHHOMY
IIpoBuaeHneM, BCE OTKPBLIOCH.

— Mawma?! — KanTtana oGepHy/1ach 1 M3yMJICHHO CMOTpeJia Ha MaTb.

— Jla, — MATKO, HO YeTKO cKa3asia jipa Kaiipa. — 9To oH moxuTui IpakoHoB. M KoiyHbl pa3-
PyIIMIH TOpoa, Kak u odemany. Tenepb B 3TOM BUHAT TBOETO OTIIA.

— Ho, mama. ..

Moxet ObITh, HE CTOMJIO Obl TOBOPUTH BCE 3T0 KaHTaHe ceiuac, HO CerogHsi el MpeCTOuT
Oecella ¢ Maramu, a Takke ¢ CaMUM HMITEPATOPOM, MOXKET OBITh.

— Teneps kKonayHsl XOTAT 320path cebe [laiitakaH.

— UYro %k, — KanTtana gepHysa miedom, — kakoe Ham aeno? [lycts 3abupator. m tebe xaib
ero? OH JaBHO He Halll.

— Nmneparop pemmn otaars [laiitakan. BepxoBHbI Mar eMy 3T0 COBETYET, M TajiaTen. Yk
HE 3HAl0, YTO OHM TaM HaraJiajiu.

— Tem 6onee. [Tycts, — moBTOpHIa KantaHa, u roioc e€ JIOMKO JIPOTHYIL.

Mecro, yousiiiee oTIia, ObIO BOBCE HEOCTOMHO CYIIIECTBOBAHUS.

— Ha, neBouka. MbI MOroBOpUM MOTOM, — ITpodopMoTasia upa Kaiipa, mogoriia u o6HsIa 109b.

He Bcé cpazy. B koHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OBLIO TSIKEJIO.

— Ha, mama. Kak ckaxerb, — IpUBBIYHO comtacwiiach Kanrana, HO BAPYT BCTpENeHyJ1ach, OTO-
JBUHYJIaCh OT MaTEpPU.

— A 0 yeM MBI OyJIeM TOBOPUTH TIOTOM?..

CMmyllieHre MaTepu M Kakas-TO HeJOCKa3aHHOCTh, HEOIPEJEeJICHHOCTh TPEBOXMUIIN JICBYIIIKY.
Ona emi€ pa3 BeITEpia I71a3a, yxke oKoHJaTeIpHO. OTell He JII0OWIT )KEHCKUX CJie3, XOTsI BCeria cliep-
JKHUBAJICS, HE MIOKA3bIBAJI CBOETO OTHOIIICHUS — HY K CJIe3aM, HU K Karpru3aM, HU K TIPOCTO HeYTauHbIM
oOcrositenibctBaM. OH FOBOPHII, YTO HACTOSIIMIA Mar JIOJKeH ObITh BBIIIIE MOJOOHBIX BEIICH.

[TpaBna B TOM, uTO €€ pomuTes I OBUIH JaJIEKO He cYacTIvBHI BMecTe. KoneuHo, KantaHa moHu-
Mayia 3To ¢ faercrBa. OTell U ¢ MaTepbio BEN ceds, KaK HACTOSIIMNA Mar — OBbUT «BBIIIE TOTOOHBIX
Belleil», TO €CThb BbIIIIE €€ YYBCTB U OkuaaHuil. He moromy, 4to 1eACTBUTENBLHO TOTO XOTE, IPOCTO
He MOT ObITh MHBIM, He yMesl. Ero Obl He XBaTuiio. Math BBIIILIA 3aMYK 32 Mara ¢ «HEMOJHOW» TPH-
CSITOM, KOTOPast TIO3BOJISJIa UMETh CEMbIO, YTOOBI POJT He OcTasics Oe3 HacaeqHUKOB. OHU, 1eTH, ObUTH
OCHOBHOM 1IEJIbI0 POIUTENILCKOTO Opaka. [IpeqbsaBisaTh IpeTeH3MH OTIy B TAKOH CUTYyaluu ObUIO Obl
HeudecTHO. M 1aBaTh BOJTIO UyBCTBaM, IUIAKaTh ceidvyac y MaTepy Ha Iiede Toxe He cienoBaio. Cama
Marth IO OTITy He IUIaKasia, B 9TOM MOXHO ObLJIO He COMHeBaThcs. [10 4éM yrogHo, MOXeT ObITh, TIO
CBOEH JKU3HU, KOTOpast CIIOKIIACh HECYACTIIMBO, HO HE TIO OTITY.

N Bcé-Takm, uro npoucxoaut?..

— Pacckaxu mue nipo [laiirakan, Mmama, — ckazajia oHa. — JTo LeJblid ropoa?

— Ha, ropon. Ham momnaranacsk exxeroHasi ojiaTh, KOTopast ObUla CHJIBHO Ype3aHa JIeT CTO Ha3ajl,
TaK MHE TOBOPWJIM. B nummepaTropckylo Ka3Hy IIjIo OoJIbliie, YeM HaM, U elE HYKHO ObLJIO colepKaTh
3aMOK, a OH Tak BeJuK. [ToBepb, JIMHHEH B 3TOM cMBIC/Ie ObUT OBl He XyXke. Sl Meo B BUAY YHUCTHIN
JI0X0J1, Toporasi.

— 4] nonsima. Mama, Thl ckazasia: ObUT ObI HE XYyKe.

— 4 merictBUTENLHO cunTaia, yTo ornaia lllaiitakaH, 1 TBOMM HAC/IeACTBOM cTall JIMHHEH, —
THXO cKkazasa mpa Kaiipa. — Dtoro xotesn TBo# oterl. MHe ObIJI0 HEMHOTO I'PYCTHO. .. HO HE CIIAIIKOM.
51 Bcerna HeMHOTO 6OsJIaCh 3aMKa.
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— ThI roBOpHMIIA, YTO 3TO MPOCTO CTAPBIA 3aMOK. W 4TO ThI HEe TO3BOJHMIIL XOTS OBl HA JIEHb
JMIIUTHh MeHs HacnencTsa. ['oBopuia téte Beite.

— Tst 310 nomuMIIL? — Tupa Kaiipa npornuiack no KomHare. — JIeTv 3aOMUHAIOT YIUBUTEIBHO
MHOT'0 TAaKOTO, YTO UM He MpeiHazHaueHo. 51 mo ceOe 3Hat0. A Berna. .. KTo OHa, 9TOOBI 51 paccKa3biBasa
el 0 cBoux AeTckux crpaxax? Torma MHe XOTenoch 3anMTUTh TeOss. OHU BCe kIaTU OT MEHSI ChIHA,
a poauJIach ThI.

— 4 nomHI0, MaMa.

— U 310, meficTBUTENBHO, OBLT TPOCTO cTapbiil 3aMOK. C 3aHATHOW MCTOPUEH, CO CTPAITHBIMU
JIeTeHAaMu. DTH CKa3KH, MECHU, OXKUJAHUE JPAKOHA, CISILIEro IMOf 3aMKOM... B 3T0 s He mora
BEpUTh. B TO, UTO ApaKkoH ecTh Ha CaMOM [ieJie, YTO OH CIUT U npocHeTcsl. Ho oH npocHyiics.

— Yro?.. — KantaHa nogHsijia rojoy.

— Ja, noporas. W toraa 3arpsicnack 3emiis, M pa3pasuiach Oypsi, U Oblla pa3pyllleHa 4acTh
ropona. M Bce BUAEIM OrpOMHOIO YEPHOTO JpaKOHA HaJl 3aMKOM, KOTOpPbIH cTpaiiHo pesen. U yxe
TI0CJIe TIPUJIETENH IpyTHe IPaKkoHbl. V1 KOJAYHBI. .. TO €CTh, COIIMHIIBI 3aX0Te M 3a0paTh y UMITEPUH
oty 3emmio. Mmnepatop cornaceH. Ho copumiitiaMm Hy>KHBI TIOJHbIE MpaBa. A eciy 3eMJisi KPOBHO
CBSI3aHA CO CBOMM BJIQJIEJIbLIEM, TO TIOJTHBIE TTpaBa Beeraa OyayT JIMIIb Y BIaesblia, CKOJIBKO Obl pa3
OH OT HMX HE OTKa3bIBaJICH.

— Mawma?..

— Ja. {1 nmpuBszaHa KpoBbio, 51 BiagerenbHuna [aiitakana. M korna-To y MeHs1 XBaTuio Iiy-
MIOCTH 3TUM TpeHeOperath. MHe He 0OBSICHWIM B CBOE BpeMsi. A Thl — Hacieanuna. Otaare Ilaiita-
KaH KOJI/IyHaM MOKHO JIMIIb ¢ ToOOH. Mn co MHO#, ecy Kakoi-HUOYIb Oe3yMHBIN TOPHBINA KOJIIYH
3aX04YeT KEHUTbCS Ha MHE.

— 41 monsina, — Kanrana nortepina JaIoHsIMU JIMLIO, — 9TO UMEHHO TO, O YeM Thl 0OsI1ach MHE
CKa3arh, J1a, Mmama? MeHs XOTIT oTaath? 3amyx?

Mars kuBHyna. E€ riaza 6nectenu ot Herponuthix cie3. Cama KanTtana kazanach CriOKOWHOM,
Jake paBHOAYIIHOW. MoOXeT ObITh, OTTYIIEHHON ..

Ona gymasia: 3HaYMT, HUYETO He KOHYWIOCh. TOT KOIIMap, 4To HavyaJIcsl, KOTria OHa OKa3aslach
B JIPAKOHBUX JIaTlax ¥ HaJl HEil paclaxHy/IMCh OTPOMHBIE KPbLIbsi — OH Ipojionkaercs. [loromy uto eé
OT/AAQyT KOJyHaM HaBcerja. 3amyx. Tak perm ummneparop. Ho 3aXoTar jiu e€ KOJIyHbl B TAKOM
KavecTBe, BOT Borpoc? Heyxkenu umrnepatopy He OObsSCHWIM, YTO OHA J0Yb UX Bpara? Hamcmotp-
ML B IIYTKY 3BaJla €€ OCTaThCs U BBIMTH 3aMy:K TaM — HO B€/lb B IIIyTKY!

Kanrana norepra naioHy, crienuia ux B 3aMOK. Bpone Tak sieryve. ..

— Mama. ®opmaibHO BCE, HAM TpUHAJIEeKAIIee — COOCTBEHHOCTh Opara, OH BeJjb UMEHb? A
Oiinb? Ila, ona manenbkas. Ho s mpocto xody MoHSTh CMbUT Bcero 3Toro. OHU TOXE HACTIeIHUKU
[Maiitakana? § umero B BUy, HACJIEIHUKY IO Mari KPOBU, WM KaK 3TO Ha3BaTh MPaBUJIBHO?..

— Her, — mokauana rosioBoii Mmatb. — He onu. [llaiitakad nprHaIeKUT MHe, a TOToM Tebe. He
uM. OH Mor Obl OBITH WX BJIaJiIcHUEM (hOPMAJILHO, IO 3aKoHaM VITcBaHBI, HO 0e3 KPOBHOM CBSI3U.

— Ho nouemy?

— Tel 31y cBA3b NOMyunsIa ¢ KpoBblo. OHM — HeT. D70 noaTBepauI Xpanutesb B Kacre. Koraa
THl TaM WJ1a, TBOIO KpOBb IpoBepuin. [ToroM s TaiikoMm OT Baiero otua nocsuiasia B Kacr marku
C KpOBBIO TBOMX OpaTa u cecTpsl. VIx mpuHamieskHocTh K Kpyry He moaTBepnuiach.

— K Kpyry?.. — KantaHa Hu4ero He noHMMasa, — Mama, O YeM Mbl TOBOPUM?

—ITpaBa Ha I1laiiTakan u npuHagiexkHocTh K Kpyry Beerna HacinenoBanuch BMecTe. Thl KHSIKHA
Kpyra Kacra. TBoii otel1 kaTeropruuecku 3arpeTrsI OTIPaBIATh TeOs Ha KHSKeCKME CMOTPHUHBI, KOTa
0 HUX OOBSIBUIM, TTOSTOMY ThI MOTEPsiIa MAHC cTaTh KHArMHeH Kacta. Moxker, u K Jydiiemy, Tede
ObLTO Bcero TpuHaALATh. len ouens cepaumics. Korna-to Mol orekyH Toxke OTKa3aJics PeCTaBUTh
MEHS1 Ha CMOTPHMHBI, & IOTOM BbIIAJ 3aMYK, 32 KOTO caM 3aXOTeJl.

— IlonsATHO, — B3n0XHY/Ma KaHTaHa.
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O npesHeM 3akoHe Kpyra oHa, KOHEUHO, 3HajIa Bceraa. 3Haja, 4To poj Jeja Mo MaTtepu Ipu-
HajtexkuT K Kpyry. Kpyr — 310 cembu KHSIKECTBa, U3 KOTOPBIX KHs3b BHIOMpaeT HeBecTy. [mymbiii
3aKOH, OTMEHEHHBII KOT/1a-TO UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM YKa3oM, Iotomy otell 1 3arpetusi. Hurne B ItcBane
Takoro He ObU10. [TpaBaa, 3HaTh Kacra mpogomkana nenars Mo-cBoeMy, HO yKe He BCeraa 9To Moy-
yasioch. 3akoH Kpyra cymiectByer u emé koe-rae kpome Kacra. B cocennem koponesctse Bunera,
Harpumep, oH coomonaercs. KaHtaHa MOMHWIIA, KaK THEBHO JIe]] TOBOPWII O TOM, UTO TIPEAbI YA
KHSI3b JKeHWJICA Ha JieBylike He 3 Kpyra. SIkoObl 3T0 puBeieT CHavasIa K BHIPOKAECHHUIO JPEBHUX
TpaauIuii, a MOTOM K HecuacTbsiM B Kacre, K ero nageHuio.

KanTana Torga pernmiach cipocuth, moyemy. [len ToIbko HeJJOBOJILHO TJISIHYT. . .

— [Motomy 4TO 3aBETHI MPEIKOB HYKHO COOJTIONIaTh, MAJIBIIIIKA, — MSATKO cKa3asia 0alyIika, Bce-
Ia kKenawuas CMAr4YuTh pe3KOCTh JeAa.

Kusxaa Kpyra Kacra — 310 He 104b KHsI351, KAK MOJKHO OBUIO OKMATh, TO BOZMOKHAS HEBECTA
KHSI3s1 LUK €70 CBIHOBEH, IeBYIIIKA N3 UMEHbKOTO ponia Kpyra. B kaxaom pony OqHOBpEMEHHO ObIBaeT
JIMIIb OJHA Takast KHsikHa. Ho — mama?..

KanTtana TOYHO NOMHUJIA, YTO B TO BpeMsl OKepesibe KHSKHBI HOCHJIA OfIHA U3 TETOK.

— A MHe Ka3aJoch, 4To TéTs JInBapa ObuIa KHSKHOM.

— W ona toxe, — KMBHYJIa MaTh, — OHa MO$1 TPOIOPO/IHAS CeCTpa, (POPMaIbHO Mbl IIPUHA KM
K pa3HbIM pofam. S kHsikHa pona Buanan, kotopsiit Biagen [laritakanom.

— A rj1e Tora TBO€ KHSIKECKOe Oxepesibe?

— Bort oHo, — ipa Kaiipa notsiHy/a 3a 11e1o4YKy Ha Iiee U BbITalluIa KyJIOH.

OBaJIbHBIN KENTHIN KaMeHb Oe3 OmpaBbl, ¥ TOJIBKO. U 11enb Toxe cepedpsiHas. He cimmkomM-To
pockorHo. Kantana cMoTpena HeIoBepUMBO, U MaTh YJIBIOHYIACh.

— Tak paxe nyudiie, — cKa3ajia OHa, — HE TIPUBJICKAET JIMIITHETO BHUMAHMSI.

CtpaHHO, YTO OKEepesibe KHSKHBI MOXKET He MPUBJIeKaTh BHUMAHUS, A €11l IO TAKOH CTeTleHH,
YTO POJHAs JOYb JI0 CUX MOP HUYEro O HEM He 3HaJa.

— MHe nana ero Mosi MaTh He3aJ0JITO JI0 CBoel cMepTu. MHe ObuTo cemb JieT. [, Mol ore-
KyH, TaKk ¥ He MOHsI, 4To 3T0. EMy He HpaBmmmch oObruan Kacta, u 3akon Kpyra B Tom uucie. K
TOMY K€ 3TOT 3aKOH OTMEHEH eII€ OTIIOM HBIHEITHEro MMIIEpaTopa, Thl Belb 3HACIIIh !

OHM roBOpvIM O TAaKMX HEBaXHBIX ceiivac Beriax. HapepHoe, YToOB He TOBOPUTH O BaKHBIX.
UroOs! ObLIa MepepIiKa, YToOsl KaHTaHa MOTIa OCBOMTBLCS C STOM HEMPOCTON MBICITBIO: €M PHUICTCS
BBIMTH 3aMY3K 32 TOPHOTO KOJIyHa.

— OHu HeHaBUJAT OTLIA, MaMa, — cka3asia Kanrana. — Kaxercs, Tam Bce ero HeHaBugAT. OH
MHOTI'0€ /IS TOTO cAenall.

— Ha, s norumaio. OH cTapacs Uil UMIepaTopa U UMIIEPUH, — B3JOXHYJa MaTb, — OpaK 3TO
BCeryia MpuMupeHue, noporas. JIpykecTBeHHBIN JOroBOp CKperisieTcss OpakoM B 3HAK €ro cepbes-
HOCTH.

— Dr0 ecnu ObI A ObUIA JAOUYEpbI0 UMIIEpaTopa. Tak Y4TO MHOW CKpEenuTh He yaacTcs. MeHs
MO’KHO MPOCTO MOAAPUTH BMECTE C 3aMKOM. .. ¥ yeM TaMm em€? ['oponom toxe? Mmmneparop mienp.

Martp KMBHYIA.

— Jloyenbka. Ecim THI BBIAJICIIL 3aMyXK, KaK BEJUT UMIIEpATOp, OH OOeIman JUIHO 1Mo3a0o-
TUTBCSI O MJIAIIIMX. B mMpoTUBHOM cityyae. ..

— To ecTb OH cOMHeBaeTcsl, 4To 51 MOAYMHIOCH? — KaHTaHa rmo3Bonmia cede MpOHNYECKUil cMe-
mok. — Heyxenu?

N uu ogHa u3 HUX noKa He ynomsHyaa Tpuka Ilana, xenuxa Kanransl. [loromy uTo ci10BO,
JAHHOE CaMOU HEBECTOH, JIJIs1 UMIIepaTopa cOBceM He apryMmeHT. O Takoil MeJIOYM U BCIIOMUHATH He
CTOMT.

Bnpouewm, Terieps yxe 1 camoit Kanrane kazanock, 4to Tprk ObUT B KAKOU-TO APYrou KU3HH. . .
a MOXET, U He B €€ )KU3HU, & B UbEU-TO UYKOM.
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Uro ropopuiia Ta MaJieHbKas pbikast HuOepuiika? Cripocuia, IPUHAIJICKUT JId OHa cede, 09b
¥ BHyYKa uMeHeil. Botr o uém oHa roBopuia. Ona Bc€ 3Hanma. Morna Obl M OOBSICHUTH TIOHSITHO,
HEYXeJIM TOT KpacuBbIi OpacieT 3Toro He CTOU?

A emg oHa oGemiasia, uto He OyneT npuHyxaeHus1. Uro-to He cxonurcsi! Pa3se Takoe cornacue
— He IpUHYXJeHue?

Marb cHsisia ¢ 11er KaMeHb Ha IIerouke 1 Hajena Kanrane Ha mero.

— Bor. Tenepb 310 TBOE.

N KantaHa HakOHEI-TO pacIllakajach, yPOHMB IOJIOBY MaTepy Ha IUIEYO.

Tonbko pazouek. Bosnbiiie oHa He OyzerT.

Beuepom Kantany npurnacumm uis 6ecenpl ¢ maramu. E€ ogny. Maru 6putn 3HakoMbiMu. C
OIHM, MaJIEHbKMM U LIYIUIBIM, COBEPILIEHHO ce/ibiM JIMpoM ['agaHoM, e€ Korga-To 3HaKOMUJI OTell,
BTOPOTO OHA TOXE BHJEJa C HUM, HO 10 MMeHM He 3Hasta. O0a, KakeTcs, OblJIM HACTPOEHBI PUBET-
JIMBO, J1a)K€ COUYBCTBEHHO.

— Kro 6bI MOTr Takoro oxuaath, Joporas JIeHHa, — 3aKadai rojoBou qup ['agan. — TBoit oten
Bceryia ObUT Tak octopoxkeH. [Iprvu Hamm OeckoHeuHble coOose3HoBanus. Ho k nmenmy. Beimeii cHa-
yaJia 310, — oH nozia Kanrtane Kyook.

Harmutok no BKycy HarioMuHasI TPaBHUK, B KOTOPBIH T00ABMIIM HEMHOTO KHCJIBIX STOJ] BUPHI.
Mar nipociean, 9ToObl Ha IHE He OCTAIOCh HU KaIlIu.

— Puryan nepenauu npaB Ha3Ha4YeH Ha 3aBTPa, JI€HHA. Thbl BBIAJEHIL 3aMYXK 32 TPOIOPOAHOTO
Opara comuitkoro KHs3s. Kcratu, Moit TeGe coBeT, MPUBBIKAN HAa3bIBaTh UX UMEHHO COIMAIIAMH, a
He KonayHaMmu. VM Tak OGostbliie HpaBUTCS.

— KoneuHo, — kuBHyna Kanrana.

— Puryan craneT ofHOBpeMeHHO ¥ cBaficOHOM TiepeMoHuel. HanmuTok, BRIMUTHIA TOOOH, clie-
JlaeT ero mpoine. Buauinb Jin, mepBelii OCMOTp, TOT, YTPEHHUH, MOKa3al y TeOsi JOBOJBHO CHIIb-
HYIO SMaHalMIo0 B 00JIACTH ceplIie-pa3yM. DTO MOXET MoOMelIaTh. A Tak... CTapblid, JeOBCKUM eIlé
peLent, MArkoe JAENCTBUE, ITOYTH HE BISIBIISIETCS Marnyecku. BripoueM, ux mMar cam MOXeT HacTau-
BaTh Ha TAKOM BMEIIATE/IbCTBE.

— DMaHamIo. .. YTO 3T0? — CIepKaHHO YTOUYHMIIA OHA.

— TBou 4yBcTBa K KOMY-TO, BEpOSATHO. Y TeOs Beib ObUI )KEHUX, — Mar MOHUMAIOIIEe YJIbIO-
HYJICS. — BUauIib J1n, pUTyast MOKET He MOTy4UThCS 10 KOHIIA, €CJIY TBOE COITIACHE OKAKETCsI BbIHY K-
JEHHBIM, HE UMCTOCEpAECYHbIM. JIeHHa, ocTapaiicsi IOMHUTb, YTO ThI CIIACaelllb CBOIO CEMBIO OT TPYA-
HOro OyayIiero. To MOMOXET TeOe 3aX0TeTh BBIUTU 3aMyK. Bo3nelicTBoBaTh Ha TeOs1 Marm4eckH,
BHYIIATh HY’KHbIE YyBCTBA, pUCKOBaHHO. C 3TOM ApeBHEN Marvei KpoBU HUKOI/A HE yraJlaellb. ..

Kanrana nonsina He cpa3dy. UyBcrtBa k xeHuxy? Ona u BcriomuHasa llana seyacro. Ona Obuta
emy OnarofapHa, e ObLJIO COBECTHO Tepeji HUM — BOT U BCE UYBCTBA.

UygcTBa K ToMy KoayHy? Heyxenu 3to ux pasmisiaen mar? 1o 6e3ymue, a He YyBCTBa.

Ho... Yto Tam mar ckazaj npo «3ax0TeTh BBIUTH 3aMY>K» U MArH4eCKOM BO3JICHCTBUU, KOTOPOE
MOXET He TIOHPaBUThCS Marku KpoBu?

— 3HauuT, JeJI0 B TOM, UTO S JIOJDKHA XOTeTh BBIATHU 3aMYyX 32 KOJtyHa? YToObI pUTYyast Moiy-
ywicsi? — yTOYHWJIA OHA, KaMeHesl BHYTPU.

U oAt BcmoMHmIIa peiKyIo HUOepuiiky. Ta obemana, uto e€ He craHyT npuHyxaarth! Ho Bep
9TO MPUHYKJIEHUE elg Oosiee N3OLIPEHHOE — 3ACTABUTH €€ HEe TIPOCTO MOAYMHUTHCS, & TIOJUMHUTHCS
c oxotoit! JIo6poBosHHO!

Mar B3J0XHYJ U pa3Bes pyKaMHu.

— Pazymeercs, sienHa, Thl Bcerja JOJIKHA OCTaBaThCSl UTCBAHKOW U BEPHOW MOJIAHHOW UMITe-
paropa. Mbl He aiuM Tebe HUKAaKUX Maru4ecKux Bellell ¥ He CTaHeM BO3JeUCTBOBATh Marueid. Ml
JIMIIb HaZieeMcsl Ha TBoe Onaropasymue, JJeHHa. Thl Beflb 10Yb UTCBAHCKOTO UMEHSI.
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OH ObUT TaK JOOp U MSATOK, 9TO MaJIEHBKUI Mar, CTapblii 3HAKOMBIN OTIa. KoHeYHOo, OHa BCE
noHs1a. OT Heé XKIyT COAEUCTBUS. .. Kakoro-To. OHa JI0JKHA CTaTh IIIMMOHKON MMIIEPUU B CTpaHe
KOJITYHOB?

PaccunthiBaTh, YTO KOJAYHBI. .. TO OUIIIb COAIUMIIB KOTAa-HUOYAb IPOHUKHYTCS K HEll JloBe-
puem? K Heit, nouepn mara Kaio6a? [la 310 cmemHo. E€ onsTh 3anpyT ¥ MpUCTaBsT JApakoHA s
OXpaHBl.

— $1 monsina, mup, — ckazana oHa. — 51 Bcerga Oymy IOMHUTb, Ubs 51 10Ub.

Kenanue n306exarh YrOTOBAHHOW y4acTH ObUIO MOYTH HECTEPITUMBIM U TAKMM K€ Oe3Ha/IeK-
HBIM.

— JleHHa, MOATOTOBJIEH JIOTOBOP, COMIACHO KOTOPOMY Thl 1 TBOU AETH JOJIKHBI OyAeTe MpOBO-
auth B UITCcBaHe, cO CBOMMM POIHBIMY, 1B MeCSIIa B rofy. Thl JOIKHA IPUCYTCTBOBAThH HAa BCEX BaK-
HBIX CEMEWHBIX COOBITHSIX, KOTOPBIE KACalOTCsl TBOMX OJNM3KHUX POICTBEHHUKOB. TBOW MyXk 0Os3aH
OKa3blBaTh TeOe BCSUECKOE YBAaKEHUE W HE JIMIIATh MpaB, MOJOXEHHBIX CYNpyre U BiaJeTe/IbHUIIC
[aiitakana. CrnemyionmM opuIIMaIbHBIM BJIaJeTeJIeM CTaHEeT TBOM peOeHOK, YHACTIEAOBABIIMN OT
Te0s1 Marn4ecKylo NpuBs3Ky K 3emiie. U Hakonen, nveHHo Illaiitakan Oyaer TBouM 10MOM, TeOe He
MIPUIETCS XKUTh B UX JUKHX TOpax ¢ UX ApakoHamu. [Ipu oTcyTcTBHM y TeOs eTeil B TeueHrue ceMu
JeT Opak MOXeT ObITh pacToprHyT. Hageemcs, 3Toro He ciydmrcs.

— W 4ro ke, OHU COIACUIIUCh C TAKMM A0oroBopoM? — KaHTaHa He cMory1a CKpBITh YIMBIICHUSI.

— KHs3b ckaza, 4to B 11eJI0M He Bo3pakaet. Thl 1 HyxkHa eMy uMmeHHo B Illaiitakane.

Mosxet ObITh, BcE He Tak U ioxo. OHa YBUIUT MecTo, rae norud ore. OHa axe CTaHEeT TaM
XO3AWKOM, eclv el JeUCTBUTENTLHO TI03BOIAT. He Oynet Oosbinie 3akmoueHus B OarHe. OHa He Oyaer
OTpe3aHa OT ceMbU HaBceraa. Eciu Obl e1é He HaBA3aHHbIA MYK. ..

Mar ¢ yapIOKo# HaOmoa, Kak MEeHsIETCsl BRIpaKeHUe e€ JIHLA.

TyT OTKpbUIACH IBEPb ¥ BOLIEN €ILE OAMH 4YesioBeK. EIE ouH Mar, X0Ts MeJaJIbOH Ha €10 Ipyau
OBbLT HE TaKOW, KaK Apyrux maroB 371ech. He utcBanei. Bc€ paBHO — MOCBSIIICHHBIN Mar. Beicokuid,
¢ OecTAIMMME YePHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU IO TIJIeY, C HECKOJIBKO KPYITHBIM, MSICUCTBIM HOCOM M TYCTHIMU
OpoBsimu. OH cpasy Hamien B3risaaoM KaHTaHy ¥ MOCMOTpes Kak-TO OLEHUBAIOIIE.

— BoT MBI 1 BCTPETHIINCH, Ky3UHA.

KanTtana crierka pacrepsiiach, HO OBICTPO TIOHsIIa, B YeM JIEJIO — POJICTBEHHUKOB B Kacte y Heé
ObLIIO HEMAJIo, OHA 3aIPOCTO MOIJIA 3HATh HE BCEX.

— Kyzen? — oHa Bctana, cierka yiabiOHyaack. — Paga Bcrpede. S He MOTy MpUTIOMHUTD TeOs,
MIPOCTH.

— 3aypan Beiip, HeBnaneTenbHbd UMeHb U Mar Ooutenn Xpanutess. MaTb Tebe paccKaxeT
000 MHe.

Kanrana kuBHy’1a, OrIsiHy/Iack Ha Mara ['oaHa, TOT ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO TIOSICHUUL:

— JlenHa, nup Beiip OyaeT TBOMM OMEKyHOM, HACTABHUKOM, TIOMOIITHMKOM, 3alIATHIKOM, py4a-
TesieM TBoero Omaromnonyuns. [To HacTOsSIHMIO MMIIepaTopa OH MPOBEAET C TOOOI MEepBbIe TPU MecsIa
B llaiitakane. Eciu Bbl HE JOroBOpUTECH O IPOJJIEHUH CPOKA.

— Bbrnaronapio, nup Beiip. ..

Vauenenuto Kantansl He ObUTO TpaHuIl. Y He€ Oyaer emnié u HIHbKa-Mar, pydJaresib e€ Onaro-
nonyunsi! MoxeT ObITh, JEWCTBUTENBHO, BCE CIIOKUTCS HE TaK YK U TJIOXO?
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I'maBa 7. 'octu umneparopa

HaxoHen oHM cjayv IEBYIIKY Ha PyKY B3BOJTHOBAaHHOM MaTYILKE.

— OcBexuch TaM ceivac, epeoeHbes1, — C yIbIOKoN ocoBeToBal Apaaio [lkensep, — B3ApeM-
HYTb Obl TeOe, 1a He BpeMs moka. HeGoch 3a HOUb ¥ TIa3 HE COMKHYJI, HABEPHOE, C JIEBHLIEH-TO B
00BATUSX?

Appaii ToJbKO XMBIKHYJI. OH AEUCTBUTEIIBHO HE CITaJl, U U3-3a YCHIIJIEHHOM KaHTaHbl, KOTOpYIO
€My INPHILIOCH IEPXKaTh, U U3-3a IIPUBBIYKMA — HAE3IHUK HE JOJDKEH crarth B nosere. Ha pyxe ato
npocTo omnacHo. Ha ipakoHe MOKHO, HO CIIMIIKOM J0Jro Apaail ObLT Hae3THUKOM pyXa.

— Tonbko MOMHM, YTO MOAIIAABIBATE MOTYT, — 100aBuI [xenBep. — B npouuisii pa3 noaris-
apiBayi. HO TallHMKOM 3a TEHBIO MOJIB3YWCS, HUYETO, OHU 3TO YK€ BUAEIUA. MBI KOJIIyHBI BElb, U
HE TaKOE MOXEM.

Appnaii ¢ nocasoil BBIIOXHYJ CKBO3b 3yObl — OH-TO coOpascsi ceiivac Bbi3BonmTh Illany u3
KYJIOHA-COBBI. XOTEJIOCh MOOBITh XOTh HEMHOTO C Hell BMECTe, 1a ¥ €id, JOJKHO OBITh, HEBECEJIO MpH-
TBOPATHCS cepeOpsIHON MOOPSAKYIIKOM. A MOoTy4yaeTcs Tenepb, YTO TYT U B CBOEH CIaJIbHE ThI Ha IJ1a-
3ax y MaroB. M KyJIOH y HEro Ha Iuee crajl Teliee — MOXeT, orToro, uto Ilana Toxe Beé ciplmana?
OH HakpbUI KYJIOH JIaJOHBIO, NTOIVIAIWII, U3BUHSAACH — BOT, IECKaTh, cCaMa IIOHWMAEIIb.

— Huuero, norepru, — ycmexHysics Ixensep. — 3ato Thl B rocTsax y umrieparopa. Heboch
HEJJaBHO U XJaTh HE MOT TaKOW YECTH.

— Ceityac pacraro OT cyacTbsl, — OypKHYJI Apaaid.

— A BOT miymnocteil He 6onTail, — 3ameTus1 [kesBep cTporo, — a TO U Mpapja pacraellb Ipu
ciydae. Takue OONTYHBI 1ake 151 HAYMHAIOIIETO Mara Kak OpelieK MIeIKHYTh, BOCCTAHABIMBA TeOsI
IIOTOM U3 JIyKH.

Apnaii ocrenHo NpUKycuiI ryoy.

Kakoii-To 4enoBek BBIHBIPHYJI M3 OOKOBOTO MPOXOAA M HU3KO MOKJIOHMIICS.

— biaropogssle rocroza, B BEpXHEN rajiepee HaKpbIT CTOJ. S MpoBOKy.

— Braropapio, muneiimmii, ceftuac 6yneM. Mbl 3HaeM Jopory, — oto3Bajics [ xensep.

YeoBeK CKIIOHWIICA €1IE HUKE.

— Ilpoctu, aup, MBI HEe YBUIEIM CPEAU Bac AOCTOMHelero kHsa3s IpsaHa. OH He npuObLT
cerondsa?

— Ero 3anepxanu aena, 6yzer k Beuepy, — He MOpruyJ rmaszom [xensep. — VI nogHUMuUCh, Oyib
100p. 51 He ymelo pa3roBapuBaTh C TEMH, KTO MOJI3AET Y MeHs B Horax. $1 Besib Te0e yXe TOBOPHIL.

— IIpocty, mup, — ciyKUTE b MOCHEHIHO BBIIPSAMMICS, — HOBbIE OOUYKH TOJIBKO YTO HAIIOJTHUIN
cBexkell Bofoi u3 konoaua. M3 Harero Jiydiero kosoaua, Jup. HacueT enpl ais JpakoHOB, OyayT
JIM pactopsiKeHUs ?

— Her. JIpakoHBI CHITBI, UM HY’KHA TOJIBKO BOAA. Tl MM, MBI HAUJIEM JOPOTY K CTOJY.

Bor nMeHHO, JpakoHam Iocie nepesieTa Hy)kKHO MHOTO BOJbI, CBEKEW, YMCTOM U BKYCHOW.
OnHax bl Appaio, IpeObIBAOILEMY B JPaKOHbeM OOJIMKE, HAIIOJHUIIA BOJOH OOUKY U3-TI0J1 IIEpeKUC-
mrero nvBa. Bo3MokHO, 4estoBeKy Takasi Boja 1 He Obuta Obl OCOOGHHO HETIPUSATHOMN, HO IPAKOHY OHA
MOKa3aJlach MEp30CThI0. Apail Torza TepreTs He CTall, MPOCTO 3aKUHYJ 3Ty O0UKY Ha ONMKaiIIyo
BBICOKYIO OAIIIHIO, ¥ PHIKHYJI, HE OYeHb I'POMKO. UTO HAaYasoCh. ..

Iepenyranuce, 3a0eraau, B CTpaxka BBICTPOWJIMCH — BOT Borpoc, i yero? C HUM cpa-
Karbea? [lake MyIIKy BBIKaTWIIM, HA HETO HaBEJIH, a BE/Ib NIEPE] 3TUM Py4aIiCh, UTO HET B 3ympya-
HOM 3aMKe MYILEK C I11aJI0M, CIIOCOOHBIX HAHECTH Bpe JPAKOHY.

Apnas He yObelllb U3 TaKOH MyIIKH, OH — Oosibinon yepHbiii! Ho Bce paBHO MpuUsTHOrO Maro,
eciu nornaayT. TONbKO HEYKelu OHM CYMTAIIM, YTO OH CTaHET OKHUIATHCS ITOTO NMeYaIbHOrO COObI-
THA? OH TOHKOU, TOYHOW OTHEHHOM CTPYEN CKMHYJI ITyIIKY CO CTEHBI, Ta yJeTesa Ky4a-To JajeKo.

310 BCE OBLIO Aake BECEO.
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— Bcero nwie ynctast Boja U3 HOBOW YUCTOM OOYKH, — YETKO CKa3as Torna JlbsH yrpaBisio-
memy. — He nuBo. ITpocto Boga. Eciu 3T0 CAUIIKOM CIOXKHO /17151 XO35ICTBAa UMIIepaTopa, Mbl pac-
cTapaeMmcs CaMu.

C Tex mop OOYKU ¥ BOJa B HUX OBUTH MICATBHO YUCTBIMHU.

— YnpaBisionuii O4eHb MPOCHIT TIepeiaTh, JIUP, YTO KaK TOJIBKO TIOHAJOOUTCS ea IS JPaKo-
HOB, BCE MPUTOTOBAT HEMEIEHHO, U €CJIM JPAKOHBI MPEINOYUTAIOT KUBYIO ITHUIITY . .. )KUBBIX OBIYKOB,
HarpuMep, BbI TOIBKO CKaXHuTe. .. TOJBKO JIyuliie Obl BaM HE OTIYCKATh UX OXOTHUThLCS, JIUP. ..

— Xoporio, musedmmuii. Mbl Tak u crienaeM, — noodermain Jxensep, — 1 He BOJHYWCS, Mbl HE
OTITyCKaeM JAPAKOHOB OXOTUTHCSI.

— Xopotio, p. 3HAYUT, OHU CaMH, JIUP, 3TO IPUCKOpOHO. A mepenam, ump. ..

— D933, noctoi, — [xenBep ynepkasl UTCBaHIA 32 PyKaB, MOCKOJIBbKY TOT YK€ Hadyal O0YKOM
OTOJBUTATHCSI, — ThI O 4€M 3T0? Harm gpakonst oxotunuck? ['ne?

— B Kaope, nup. D10 Ba yaca sieta orcioga. Ha pyxe, koHeuHo, jup. ..

— 310 J0Xb. Hamm qpakoHbl HE MOIJIA TaM OXOTUTHCS.

— Kak ckaxemp, mup. 1 nepenam, iup, — npsiya riasa, Oeonara peTupoBaIcs.

JlxenBep u Apaail NeperisiHy/IICh.

— Ha yro 310 noxoxe? — cnpocun Jlxensep.

— Kak 1B ¥ ckazail, Ha JIOXb.

—3rto0 TaKk. Ho ¢ vero 6617 CTpaHHO, IEMOHBHI Jieca, OYeHb CTPAHHO.

KomHary Apaaio BHIETWIN OTAENBHYIO, O0raTo NpuOpaHHyIo, Kak U BceM coiauiiaM. beuta
OHA PSAJIOM C TaKOW ke KOMHATOU [I’KeiBepa M OCTaIbHBIX — IIECTh IBEPell BBIXOAUIN B HEOOJBINON
3aJIbYUK C KAMMHOM, TI€ BOKPYT CTOJIa CTOSUIM HU3KHUE Kpecia.

Apnaii ObICTPO YMBUICS, U3BJIEK U3 TAWHKMKA 32 TEHBIO HAPSITHBIN KOCTIOM, TIepeoIelics. 3arisi-
HYJI MEXJY JIEJIOM B 3€pKaJIO U OTBEPHYJICS, YBUJEB UYKO€, HEITPUBBIYHOE €1lE JIMIO. XOTh TAMHUK
HE MpsATaTh, BE/lb PEIIMTEILHO BCE BELW XPAHUIUCh TaM, ApAai yke OTBBIK TaCKaTh 3a COOOM CyMKY.
Kcraru, nmumnna nenana ero crapiie, B Heid eMy MOXHO ObUIO AaTh JIET ABAJUATh MATh, MOXKAIYH.
KynoH-coBa cHOBa HEMHOTO TOTerUIeN, Ap/ai JJaCKOBO MOINIAUI CepeOpsIHYI0 MOOPSKYIIKY, TTOY-
Mas, rae-to ternieps 1llana. Heyxenu u BopsmMe B coBe? Beé Bunut u cabiuut? U xorga ciayuurces eé
noBuath? He nHavye Kak mpuIeTcst CHATh ce0e KOMHATY B TOpPOJie, YTOObI MOKHO OBUIO TaM paccria-
OUTBLCA, He 3a00TSCH O CIIEKKE.

Brliiis uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, IIPSIMO 32 IBEPbIO OH CTOJIKHYJICS C TAKUM K€ ITOCBEKEBIINM
u niepeogeTbiM [Ixensepom. TyT ke 3asBUI eMy, IPUTTIOMHUB KOE-UTO:

— MeHs1 He IpeBpaTAT B JIyKy, HA MEHs e Marus 31a He JeUcTByeT. §1 copauen.

— Tyromym Tbl1, — 3acMesiyics [ xenBep, — a Tak XOPOIIL, — OH OKMHYJT €r0 OBICTPBIM B3IJISI0M, —
MOWIEM.

«Cry1maii BHUMATeJIbHO, ¥ [yMai, YTO TOBOPUIIIb, — JOOABKJI OH MO-COJIUICKH, — Kak Obl HAC
ceiiyac OOBMHSATH HE HAYAJIM, 3aTATMBATh Ae0. He HpaBUTCSI MHE 9Ta APaKOHbSI OXOTa».

«Ho 310 TOUHO N03KB, [IKenBep. dpakoHsl Beib He OXOTATCA. Wi 51 yero-to emie He 3Hai0?»

«Jla, ApaKkoHbI HEe OXOTSTCS, MapeHsb. nm st Toxe vero-to He 3Haw. Ho morpobyit pa3bscHu
3T0, KTO oBepuT? Thl Be[b TOXE MOHAYaTy He BepuJl, Ja? [lorsaaum, 4ero oHu XOTST».

Ha otkpwITOll Tanepee Ka3ajoch Mo-JI€THEMY TEIUIO, XOTsS CHApykKU TYJIsUI XOJNOAHBIN BETep.
OBepxkaH 3aK, MpeArnogaraeMbelil )KeHUX J04epr Mara, OecKpbuUIblid ponud [IpsiHOB, 1 Bup DHHeT,
KOPUYHEBBIN JPaKkoH, YXe ObUIM TYT M C BOXJIEJIEHHEM IOIVISABIBAIM Ha KapEHbIX TMeperesiok C
3areyeHHBIMH OBOIIAMH, KOTOPBIX CO BCEX CTOPOH 0OCTYNaIK OyThUIM M KYBIIMHYUKH C JYIIUCTHIM
10KHBIM BUHOM. MHOTrHe, cOOpaBIIUCh TPyMIaMu, pa3roBapuBaii. Bee O:101a BKYCHO MaxXJv U UCXO-
AWJIA TTAPKOM, CJIOBHO UX TOJIBKO YTO CHAJIU C IIJIMTHI — KOPOJIEBCKUE Maru HE CKYITMJIMCh HA MAJICHb-
kue uyneca. Hukomy B Ilpurpannube u B rosioBy Obl HE MPHIILIO TaK PacXO0BATh MAruio.
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HukTo He caguiics K CToMy, XJaji UX — B OTCYTCTBUE KHSI351 CTAPIIMM CPEAU COIIUIIIEB CUH-
tajcs [xensep.

Hesbicokuii mar, puxpambiBasi, IOAOIIEN, CJIErKa MOKJIOHWICS, Apaail u J[>enBep OTBETUIN.

— INoka HUYero oguIMaIbHOrO, MOM JOOPBIE TOCIIONIA, — Mar pacIuIbUIcs B yibiOke. — [o6po
MOXkaJsoBarh, up JlxeaBep. A KTO 3TOT NPEKPACHBII MOJIOION YeJIOBEK ?..

— bnarogapio, mup Cax. Co mHoit Apnaii [psiH, MUIeMsSHHUK M HaclIeAHUK KHs3s [IpsiHa.

370 NPOU3BEJIO BIIeUaTIeHne, Ha Apiasi Terepb MOCMOTPEITN BCe, M BBIPAKEHH S Ha JIUIaX ObUIO
Pa3HBIM — KpOMe PaBHOLYIIHOTO. KT0-TO cMOTpe ¢ MoO0nBITCTBOM, KTO-TO C OTKPOBEHHOW HENPH-
SI3HBIO, TAKMX ObUTO Oosibilie. HU4ero yauBUTENBHOTO, CTOUT JIMIIL BCIOMHUTH pa3pylleHHbI UT.
Ta xeHmuHa, porcreenHua Kawooos u 3Hakomas JIxenBepa, Toxe OblTa 37ech. YCIIbIIaB, KTO eCTh
Apnaii, B3rJIsiHYy/Ia C MHTEPECOM.

— O, 3Ha4MT, 3TO OYAYIIUI KHS3b, — €MIE MIHMpe 3ayJIbioancs mMar. — JJoKHO ObITh, OH TOCTOM-
HBIA HacneqHUK. KHsA3b nepeaan eMy rnoaHomouus pemars jaena [laiitakana?

— Her, — paBHomymHoO ckazan [[xenBep, — pemats Oyaer kHs3b. OH npuOyaeT nosxe, u3-3a
HEOTJIOKHBIX JE.

— Ouenb xopoIio, — 3akuBai Mar. — [Tomoxk1éM KHs3s. A TOKa MOXeM OTBeJaTb CKPOMHOE
yrouienue. MiMreparop, K COXaJIeHHIo, He CMOT IPUITH 3a CTOJ, XOTsI 04eHb XoTes1. OH nepeaat Bam
CBOM HAWJTyYIIIME MOXKEIAHUI.

B oTBeT Ha MMIIEpaTOpCKUe MOKEIaHHsI TOKE CIIE0BANIO MOKJIOHUTBCS, YTO OHU U CHETIAIIH.

— Jlup 3B, mnaammit KHs3b Kacrta, — Mar mokaszas Ha BBICOKOTO XY/IOTO YeJIoOBEeKa B YEPHOM U
cepeOpuCTO-CcepOM, TOT MOKJIOHHMIICS M3J1AJIU, — €0 COMpOoBOskAaeT Mar Beiip uz Oourenu Xpanurens
Kacra. Bam em€ npungercss MMeTb ¢ HUM JIeNI0, {1 N0J1aram... HO He craHem ToponuTbes. He xouy
MOPHUTH BaC TOJIOIOM, TIPOIITY, MPOIY! — Mar IIMPOKUM B3MaxOM PYKH MOKa3as Ha CTOJ, Mpeasiarast
3aHSATH J0O0E MECTO.

Crapblii 00bI4aii, COOMIONABIIMIACS MPY 3aKJII0YSHUN TIEPEMUPUI: TIPEICTABUTEIH TIPOTHBOIIO-
JIOKHOM CTOPOHBI CaMH BBIOMPAJTH, IJ€ 3a CTOJIOM MM CECTh M KaKHe KyIIaHbsl MOJIOKHUTh B CBOM
TapeJIKu, MOCJIe Yero X03seBaM HaJIeXallo eCTh TO ke camoe. Be€ rnpaBuiibHO, OHU MTPOTHUBOIIONOK-
Hble CTOPOHBI. He 1py3bsi, HE COI03HUKH.

JIeBep HEMPUHYKIEHHO MPOILIEN K CTOJTY Y 3aHSUT MECTO HAIIPOTHB MJIAIIIIEro KHs3s1. Muaj-
IIAA KHs3b, TPUIMIOMHIIT Apfiail — 3TO OiMH U3 OpaTheB NEUCTBUTEILHOTO KHS3S, €r0 MOMOITHUK
Y 3aMeCTUTEeNb, TUTYJ HA OJIHY CTYNeHb HUWXKe KHsDkeckoro. IllaiitakaH, Kak rOBOpST, ObLT KOTIa-
To BiageHneM Kacra. A mar u3z O6utenu XpaHUTels TyT IPOCTO TaK, UK 3aueM-To? Y 4to Takoe
Oo6wuTens Xpanutens?

Mar 3ToT, CHIEBIINI 3a CTOJIOM PSJOM C MJIAIINIA KHS3eM, MOIJISABIBAT Ha TOTO HETpHsI3-
HEHHO, Jlake C MpeHeOpekeHrneM, B TO BpeMsl Kak KHs3b ObUI C HUM MOTYEPKHYTO MpUBET/IUB. U
BOOOIIIE, ApIalo OTYEr0-TO He IOHPABHJICS STOT Mar.

«Y MeHs yXe anneTuT Mporal, — Ha COIIUICKOM CKa3al OH, YCaKMBasCh psaoM ¢ JIxesBe-
poMm, — Jtyutiie Obl y cebst cyXapei TOT pbI3JIH».

«Tepnu, KHAKECKUI HACJIEIHUK>», — UPOHUYHO OTO3BaJICA JKenBep.

«¥Y MeHs BOT He IIpomna, — COOOIIMT 3aK, MOABHrasi K ceOe Meperneky, — a eCii KEeHUThCS He
MPUAETCS, OH €IIE YIYUIIUTCS».

«[ sy He ONHM», — JTACKOBO MOCOBETOBAJ eMy Apraid.

«He 6ecriokoiics, [IpsiH, — 3ak He criena 00rIogall ITHYbI0 HOXKKY, — TaM HEM3BECTHO elIé Mpo
MOIO cBafbOy 7»

«He Bonnyiicsi. be3 1ebs1 e€ He HauHyT».

«Y He€ XOTb XapakTep He MEp3KuH, He 3Haelb? Y HeecThl? He B manamny 7»

«IToToMm pacckaxerb».

«Beser 1ebe, [psH. Tebe koro nomnayio He mpenIokar. Tebe TOMBKO JIyUIInuX, YACTOKPOBHBIX
Oenbix. CaMbIX KPacUBBIX JIeBYOHOK co Beert Comapl. [TpeaBkytaers 7»
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«3aTKHUCH U elllb, J00POM TPOIITY>.

Tema 3ta Apmast oT4ero-to pazapaxana. MoxeT, OTTOro, 4To 3aK yxke TPbIHE 00 9TOM Tiepet
omietoM. Ero, KOHeYHO, MOXXKHO TMOHSATh, HE JyMaJsl He rajiaji, a IpUAETCs KEHUThCS, IOTOMY YTO
KHSI3b MOMTPOCHIL, & TO ¥ MOOOEIIAT YTO-TO 32 CTOBOPUUBOCTb.

Brpyr 6osbII0i YepHBIi B3JIeTeN, HECBIIHO, KaK COH, KaK pa3 ¢ OTKPHITON CTOPOHBI rajiepeu,
MPSIMO Y HUX NIepe] IIa3aMU. 3a CTOJIOM 3aaXaJlu.

— Ho oH Benp 0e3 Hae3qHMKa, — 3aMeTU KTo-T0. — JIup [Ixensep! DTOT ApakoH yieren 6e3
Hae3aHuKa?

— Ero nocnaymm B IllaiiTakaH, TOKHO ObITh, — OTBETHIT JKenBep, — C MMCHMOM.

Ito yneren kHs3b [psiH. Ha camom nene B IllaiitakaH, cMeHUT TaM 0ONMMYbe M BEpHETCS K
BeUepy yXke BEpXOM Ha KOM-HUOyb. [{Hem Ha 3emiie MITcBaHbI IpakoOHBI 0OIMYbE HE MEHSUTH, pa3Be
YTO B IIyXOM JIECy, HO Be/ib M3 TJIyXOro Jieca eme BHIOMpaThCs HA/I0, U TIEIIKOM — KOHSI UJIM pyXa B
TallHUKE 34 TEHBIO HE CIIPSYEIlIb.

— YT00BI MOT TOOXOTUTHCS TIO IOPOTe, — 3AMETHIT KTO-TO, Ha HETO IIMKHYJIH.

Poncreennuiia KaoOoB cuaena 3a cToioM HampoTuB Appast.

— Ckaxu, MOJIOZION JIUp, KaK YacTo Bbl KOPMUTE CBOMX JIPAKOHOB? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, U TOJIOC €€
ObLJT TaK YapyIollle CIaJ0K, CJIOBHO OHA CIPAIMBAaJIa COBCEM O APYTOM.

— Penko, — OH mocMoTpes el B 11a3a, — APAKOHbI HE MTPOKOPJIUBBI.

— U BBI NO3BOJISIETE UM CAMUM peLlaTh, rje KopMuthes? Eciy, KOHeYHO, MHE MO3BOJIMTEIBHO
CIIPOCUTH. 51 OUYeHb JOOOIBITHA, TPOCTUTE, JIPHI.

— Her, nupa Bena, Mbl HE IO3BOJISIEM UM JIMILIHETO, — TENEph OTBETUI [lxKesBep.

— 3HauuT, Balll APAKOH Halal Ha Jiomazei 6e3 pa3perieHus?

— Ham npakon He Hamagas Ha Jiomajien, upa, — ToH [xenBepa Obul Ge3ympeydeH.

— Ho ero Buzienu! — oHa HEBUHHO pacrnaxHyJia 11a3a, — 3TO JJoKa3aHo!

— D10 ommoKa, Jupa, — J[[enBep 09apoBaTeIbHO YILIOHYJICS.

— Ho ero Buzenu aBoe, — ¢ rpyCTHBIM B3/10XOM IOATBEPAMII Mar, KoToporo JlkeaBep Ha3bIBall
mupoM CaxoM, — Mbl IIPOBEJIM I03HAHUE, CBUJETENIM TOBOPUIM MpaBay. Ha ux mia3zax gpakoH yHec
KepeOeHKa, OeryIiero psaoM ¢ Jomabio. Ha ria3ax y BO3HUIIBI, €ro KeHBl U JETEH.

— M= HeripemeHHO pa3zOepemcs, — moodemian xensep, — Tenepb HenmpeMeHHo. biaaromapio,
JMpa, 3a TaKylo yAUBUTEJIbHYI0 HOBOCTb.

Apnaii, ciymias 3T0, 4yTh HE PacCMEsUICS.

B yenoBeubem 00IMKE HY OVH APAKOH, HABEPHOE, HE OTKAXKETCS OT XOPOIIO MPUTOTOBJIEHHOTO
*kapkoro. Passe uto JInonuHa Oblia UCKIIIOYEHUEM — €CITH e TIPeTIOKUTh BMECTO XKAPKOTO CIIAIKYIO
Oy/I0uKy cO B30MTHIMU civBKamH. HO B pakoHbeM OOJIMKE HU OJVH JPAKOH HE CTaHeT MUTAThCS
MSICOM, HU JKUBBIM, HU ’kapeHbIM. He xouetcs. JKaxa u oTBpallieHue K NUIle HakaTbiBau Ha Aprast
1 JI0 TOTO, KaK OH MepeMEHIT 0OMNYbe BIEPBBIE, ECIM JPAKOHbsI CYTh TOACTYMNAaa OJIM3KO.

3auem JIpakoHy CTpalHble ocTpblie 3yObi? He miist Toro, yToObl €cTh, BO BCAKOM ciydae. Vimu
MOXHO XBaTaTh, pBaTh — 1a MaJIO Jii YT0. be3 HuxX Obl10 Obl HEYIOTHO. OHU BEJIMKOJIECITHO JAOTIOTHSIOT
I'PO3HBIN OOIMK OOJBIIIOTO YePHOTO!

Ho caymars Bce 911 TitynocTd ¥ He cMesiThesi? Tak 1 JIA3rHy 1 Obl IPSIMO 31€Ch, Y TUX JINPOB
Ha BUJy, CBOMMU CTPAIIHBIMH APAKOHBUMHU 3yOaMH. . .

— Bawm, HaBepHOe, HENMPUATHO y3HATh, YTO APAKOHBI MHOI/IA BaM HE IOIUYMHAIOTCS ? — C IOHUMa-
HHUEM CIpociT Myaanmid KHa3b Kacra, — 310 monsTHo. Eciiit Ol BB TPUBSA3BIBAIN UX, KAK MBI PyXOB,
BcE ObUTO Obl MHaUYe. KOHEUHO, IPaKOHBI CIIMIIKOM CHJIbHBI, HO BE/Ib €CTh I11aJl, KOTOPBIA TOMOTraeT
ux ynepxusarb? Korna-1o Bbl BCE ke MOJIb3yeTech 11a0M?

Bor ke ymHUK Haiuescs.

—lax... 3T0 BCE CMIIKOM CIIOKHO, — oTBeTHII [IXenBep. — U na, mmp, ecim Obl HALIA IPAaKOHBI
HaM He OIYMHSIINCH, ObLIO Obl TpycTHO. K cuacTbio, 3TO HE TakK.
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— OpmHakapl A caM BUJIEN, KaK OXOTUTCS JIPAKOH, — MJIAIIIINN KHA3b TIOHU3WIT TOJIOC, — 5 ObLI
eIé MaJTbUUIIKOM, JIET BOCEMb MHE OBLIO. .. UJIH ICTh. J{pakoH moiMas ropHyIo KO3y, O4eHb OJIU3KO
OT MEHsI, s XOpoIIo Buzes. 1o ObuIo y Hac, B Kacre.

— A kako# 6w gpakoH? — cpocu xemnBep.

— YépHbIil, — yBEpEHHO OTBETHJI JIMP DB, — HO OH OBbLT MEHBIIIE TOTO, YTO TOJBKO UTO YJIETe.
S1 roTOB pyYaThcs 3a CBOM CJIOBA, TIOTOMY UTO TIOMHIO BCE OUeHb XOpOoIo. S pacckasan oTIly, U OH
TMOTTPOCKJT MEHSI HUKOMY M HUKOT/]a HEe TOBOPUTH 00 STOM.

— Ilouemy e Thl pelm1 paccka3arhb Tereps?

— [Toromy uTO He BUXKY A0OBEpUs B TBOMX IM1a3ax, Jup xensep, — ckazai sup IB. — Ho eciu 51
caM BHUJIeJ, KaK JIPAKOH OXOTUTCS Ha KO3y, MIOYEMY I He JIOJKEH BEPUTh, UTO OH MOKET IMOOXOTUTHCS
Ha kepedeHKa?

— Jleno B TOM, HaBepHOE, UTO 51 HUYEro NmojoOHOro He Bujes, — orBeT [xensep. — Ho mue
OBLIO OBl JTIOOOMBITHO TIOCMOTPETh. DTO OBLIO JIET ABAALIATh TOMY Ha3all, Kak s moHsu1? f 3Hato apa-
KOHa, KOTOPBIN 4acTo JjieTaeT B Tex Mectax. OH TeMHO—CEPBbI.

— JIymaro, B IIBeTe 1 MOT ¥ OIIIMOMTHLCS, — HEXOTSI COTJIACHIICS MJIA I KHS3b.

«Bor ke pemonsl, — ckazai [xenaBep Mo-ComIMNCKH, — U 3a4eM eMy ObLIO JIOBUTD Ty KO3y 7»
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I'naBa 8. Kusi3pb /IbsiH

Cepblii [paKoH MO KH3eM JIETeNI POBHO M OBICTPO, CHJIA OfieBaJla KOKOHOM, 3allUIIasi OT 00XH-
raioliero BeTpa, M yrnactb C APakoHa Hellb3sl, TaK YTO B3IPEMHYThb ObLI0 HenuiiHe. OH He MOT CHaTh.
OH SICHO YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK TaKOW ke BeTep, XOJOMHbI M HEOPEKHBIN, pacTpenan Ternepb BCIO ero
KU3Hb, HAJIAXKEHHYIO U SICHYI0. A BHU3Y POCTUPAIOCh MOPE, CEPO-3eJIeHOe, HEJIACKOBOE B 3TO BpeMs
roja, B CellpIX KOCMax BOJIH, C O/IHOW CTOPOHBI — OecKpaiiHee. . .

Tonbko He 151 Hero. i ApaKOHOB B 9TOM MHPE HET HU4Yero OecKkpaiiHero.

OH, [IpsH — CONANICKUI KHS13b, KOPDOHOBAHHBI HICTUHHOM KOPOHOM. Y HETrO HET HACJIEJHUKOB,
MOTOMY YTO MaJIbUMIIIKA, POKACHHBIN €r0 HEMOKOPHOM M B30AJIMOIIIHOW CECTPEHKOM BOCEMHA/IIATh
JIeT Ha3a/l OT UTCBAHCKOTO MMEHsI — MoKa He HacieaHuK. EMy emi€ B3pociers. KHs3s1 Hekomy 3ame-
HUTb, IOTOMY uTO Aef, Ctapiuii [IbsiH, Ha 3TO yke He TOJeH.

OH, kHs3b [IpsiH, ObUT JBAKABI )KEHAT MO OOBIYASIM MPEJKOB, KPOME TOTO, Y HEro ObUIU KEeH-
IIIMHBI ¥ BHE 9TUX OpakoB. M pe3ysbTar — oiHa Joub, MajieHbKasi buHa, BokuBIIas ayaoM. Ero moou-
Masl MaJIbIIIIKa, KOTOPYIO elllé rofbl OTAEISIOT OT e€ nepBoro nojera. OHa CTaHeT KpacaBULIEH, Kak
e€ MaTh, U TAKOH K€ TIPEKPACHOU JIETYHbEH, KaK BCE EHIIMHBI B ceMbe [IbsIHOB — eMy OBl 3TOro
xotesiock. Ho oHa OyzieT sKeHIMHOW, KOTOPYIO OTAAAYyT 3aMyK 32 YEPHOTO APAKOHA, MOXET ObIThb, B
apyroi konen, Coabl — 4To /15 IPaKOHOB paccTosiHus? OHa CTaHeT MaTepbio YEPHBIX JPAKOHOB, HO
HaCJIeJHULIEH OTIIa eil He CTaTh U KOPOHY €ro He MPUMEPHUTh — UCTUHHASI KOpPOHA [IbSTHOB HE JIOKUTCS
Ha TOJIOBBI JKeHIIMH. OHU MPUMEPSUIM, KOHEYHO, IPUMEPSLITH, U HE Pa3 — He JIOKUTCA. IDTO TaK ke
BEPHO, KaK TO, YTO JKEHIIIMHBI HE BOAST JApakoHbU cTau. [IpaBa, e€ CbIHOBbsI MOTYT CTaTh HACI/IETHU-
Kamu [IpsiHa, TaK 3Ke, Kak OH caMm IMOMYYIJI MPU POXKJIEHUU CUITYy MaTepu, a He OTIa. . .

ITO 3aKOH KU3HU. MyXUuMHaM rojiaraeTcsi OqHO, XeHIIMHaM apyroe. He sydiie u He xyxe,
MPOCTO JPYroe.

ITO BCE K YeMy?..

Jla Kk ToMy, KOHEUHO, UTO OH, KHs13b [IbsIH, Aaxe TIOOOBHUILY Ha HOYb HE MOXKET BHIOPATh IPOCTO
TaK, He JIyMasi O TOM, YTO BBIOMpaeT BO3MOKHYIO MaTh cBoeMy peOeHKy. Marthb [IpsiHy, KOTOpBIN OyieT
KHUTh TIOCJIE HEro, MPOJOJIKUT ero KPoBb U ero poia. OT KEHIUHBI, KOTOPYIO OH BO3bMET ceOe B
MOCTeN b TeTepPb, 3aBUCUT, KAKUMH OyIdyT €ro BHYKHU U ITPaBHYKHU.

U ecth Beb CUACTIIMBIIBL, KOTOPbIE MOTYT He OecrOKOMThcsl 00 3ToM BoBce! OHU CleayoT
KeJaHusM, Bojie [IpoBuieHHsI — a STUM MOXKHO OIpaBaTh BooOie Bce. M Koria o HUM HeXIaHHO-
HeraJgaHHo ObET BOT 3Ta camasi, Kak e€ TaM... MPOCTasl KUTEWCKask Marusi, Ha3biBaeMasi BHE3aITHOM
JII00OBBIO. . .

Her, BoOeHHOCTBIO, TOBOPUJI 3TOT ypeHb [xenBep. BaoOneHHOCTh MOXKET CTaTh JIIOOOBBIO,
a MOeT U He craTb. OcTaHeTCs MYCTHIIIKOM, BOTHYIOIIEH KPOBb, HAMOTHUBILEH AypMaHOM pa3yM
— Ha KaKOW-TO CPOK, MOXET, BOBCE HEJIONIHIA, a IIOTOM He3aMeTHO YBSIHET, Kak u He Obuto e€. Ho
JETU MOTYT POIUTHLCSI.

BHesarHas BoOIEHHOCTD, 1a. JKuUTelcKas Marusl. . . MPOsiBJIeHHEe Maruy, HaIOJHSIOIIEH MUp,
MTPOHU3BIBAIOIIEH €r0 HEBUAUMBIMU CTPeIaMH, OMBIBAIOIIEH HEBUAUMBIMU BoTHAMU. VI B ofiuH mpe-
KPacHbIA MOMEHT IIPOUCXOAUT TaKOU BOT pa3psijl, BHE3AMHBIIA, KAK MOJIHUS. .. HET, MHOTO Pa3psiioB,
MHOT'O MOJIHUI, MUD BeJb BeJMK. HaBepHOe, B OOWH U TOT %€ MUT He TOJIbKO KHsI3b [bsiH moTepsii
pasyM, a MHOTO KTO eIlI€... TOJIbKO Te, JPYTue, PaayloTcsi, OHU MOTYT JIOOUTh, MOTYT OBITh CUACT-
JIBBI, CKOJIBKO MOBE3ET, MOTYT IMpeJaBaThCs IypMaHy TOM CaMOl KUTEHCKON Maruu.

Korna BcTpeuaoTcest moaxosiiiue COCTaBIISIONIUE, MOTyvaeTcs pa3psii— Toxke ckazan [xemnsep.
MornHus He ObeT, K IpUMepy, MeXy JepeBoM U KaMHeM. Hy:KHO COIPUKOCHOBEHUE POICTBEHHBIX
CHUIL. ..

Torna mpoucxoaut ux 00ObeIMHEHNe, MTHOBEHHOE 1 OecriomaaHoe. Paspsi.
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HbstH cripocui — yTo 3107! YUTO pOACTBEHHOTO €CTh MEXIY HUM U JEBOYKOM, OTEIl KOTOPOH —
Mar Kaio6? [IxenBep OTBETUJI TOT/IA, UTO HE 3HAET, U PO POACTBO HE ClIeIyeT MOHUMATh OYKBAJIbHO.
W 9to Maruu cioxHO 00y4yaThCsi UMEHHO MOTOMY, UTO MHOTOE TaM He UMeeT YETKUX MOHSITUM, KOTO-
pble MOKHO M3JIOKUTH ciioBamu. [Ipu Takom roaxode M Mexly KaMHEM U JIEPEBOM TOKe HAMIETCs
HeMaJio OOIIIero.

PasBe oH, [IpsiH, MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj, Korjaa ObUT IOHIIOM Bpojie Apyiasi, He KakJaJl IPHOOIUTHCS
K TOMY J€MOHOBY INpOsIBJIEHHIO kuTeiickor Marun? Emeé kak xkaxaan. Y npuodmaics, B o0mmem.
TonbKo TOr/Ia OHA ero BOT TaK, HEOXKHMJAHHO, IO TOJIOBe He Omia. M He Obl1a TaKOW CUITBHOM, SIPKOM,
TaKOM ONlypsIOLIe KeJIaHHOI.

Jl’xenBep He TypeHb, BOBCe HeT. BepHbIil Apyr, MOOPBI COBETUUK, pa3yM KOTOPOTrO BCeria
SICeH M Tpe3B. BHYK BEJMKOro MTCBAHCKOTO Mara, KOTOPOrO MOMHST JI0 CUX TOp, BOCXBAJISIsL AakKe
clieJJaHHbIE UM IIIyNocTH. JIKeaBep rOBOPUT, YTO BCE MPOMIET. DTO MOXKHO NOIABUTD, IIEPETEPIIETD,
¥ OHO OTITYCTUT. MOXHO BHIITUTH COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE CHAI00bE, TOT/IA OTIYCTUT ObICTpEE.

B Illaiitakane emy cpa3y JOJOKUIM O HEMTPUSATHOCTH: OMSATh OTJIOBUIN HECKOJIbKUX HAaEMHU-
KOB, MPOIIEAIIMX B 3aMOK 4epe3 noptail. [loprajabHeIX aMyJIeTOB NMPU HUX HE HAIIUIM, U3 J0Mpoca
CTaJIO SICHO, YTO TIOPTaJI B 3aMKe MOCTOSTHHBINA. B 3aMKe, KOTOpPbIi 00IaprIin yke HECKOJIBKO pas, Hy
pas3Be TOJIbKO NojiBaJl He Tporayiv. Ho mojBast Tenepb 3aMmypoBaH.

HaemHuuku, Te, 4To OCTanMCh B KUBBIX MOCJE CTHIYKM C OXPAHOW, HE CMOIIM TOKa3aTh, IJIe
noprtaj. B Tom MecTe, Ha KOTOpoe yKa3bIBaJIH, ero He ObLJI0 HUKOrAa. M BpaHbe cieJoBajIo NCKJIIOUUTh
—9T0 Maru npoBepsuid. Toraa uto?..

Mar I'enemenT otsen [IpsiHa B CTOPOHY.

— [Mocnymiait MeHsi, KH3b. 3/1eCh KpOBHAsl Marusi, KoHe4YHo. Marust kpoBHoro npasa. Eciu y
9TOM BEJIMKOJIEITHOM I'Py/Abl KAMHEN €CTh KPOBHBIN BJIAAETENb, TO UMEIOTCS BEIIU, IOCTYITHbIE TOJIBKO
emy omHOMY. Ecii MbI curTaeM, 4to «rocTv» MPHUITUIY 3a HaciecTBOM KaoOoB, TO OHM KaK-TO CBsI-
3aHbI C BJIaJeTesIeM, MOTy4YIv OT Hero paspeiieHue. «Kimoun», 4to ecTb. ..

— Be3 atoro Brnanerens Henb3s HaWTU MopTaibl? — yTouHua psH. — BragerensHuna keHa
Karoo6a. Boosa, Tounee.

— Ha-na, kHa3b. S xoten tebe 310 ckazath. Emié ectb nous. TouHee, ecTh ABE JI0UEpH U ChIH,
HO... § mockiias y3Hath. KpoBHOE ITpaBo yHaciefaoBasaa TOJbKO cTapiias g04b. KanTana cuuraercs
B ceMbe OecTaJlaHHOM, HeyTauHbIM peOeHKOM, XOTsS OoHa KHskHa Kpyra Kacra, HacieaHuia Matepu.
Opnnaxo 3akoH Kpyra B Kacre oduimanbsHo otmeHeH nmniepatopoM. E€ KpoBb MMeEET Te ke KauecTBa,
YTO U KPOBb BJIA/ICTEJILHUIIBI.

— Kakue xe 310 Kauectpa?..

—Hmes e€, MOKHO U3roTOBUTH KJIIOUHM, HAITPUMED. DTO aMyJIEThl, KOTOPBIMHU OTIIUPAIOTCS HEBU-
IMMBIE IBEpH, BedyllIMe B 3anpeTHsle i Hac MecTa B [laiitakane. Ckopee Bcero, Kawob ucrons3o-
BaJI KEHY BCJIEMYIO, BPsII JIM OHA MOMOrajia eMy B Jielax co3HatesibHO. OH JIUIIb UMesT AOCTYM K €€
KPOBH WY K KpOBU Jlouepy. Eciu 3amnonyuuTs ciofa BiaIeTeIbHULLY WM HACJIEHUILY, MbI TIOTYYUM
IIAHC TIPOJIBUHYTHCS B MOMCKAX.

— OHa MOXET 3HaTh O CEKPETHBIX MECTaX 3aMKa... — OTYETr0-TO MbBICJb O TOM, YTO JI€BUOHKA,
BO3MOKHO, HallpsIMYI0 YYacTBYeT B KO3HSIX CBOETO CEMEWCTBA MPOTUB COMJIMUIIEB, 3aCTaBUIa €ro
OIIYTHUTh HE TIOHATHOE pa3apaxkeHue, He 3JI0CTh, a YTO-TO CPOIHU TIIyXOu OOJIH.

— Moser, KOHEeUHO, — 3aKMBaJI Mar, — HO Bpsif Jiu. Koe-kto oT3biBaercs o nupe Kaiipe Kawobe
Kak 00 0coOe He1aIeKOM, MOCTYIITHOW U HeTIOOOMBITHOM, KOTOpasi B IOHOCTH IIEJTMKOM ObLTa TIO]T BJTU-
STHUEM CBOETO OIEKYHa, 3TOT HaXaJIbHbIN MHTPUTAH JIOJT0e BpeMsl eIMHOMMYHO yrpanJisii [laiitaka-
HOM. BOT OH MOT 4TO-TO 3HaTh, OT POAMTENEH BOCIMTAHHUIIBI, HArpuMep, a Kawob — ot Hero. A umes
KPOBb KEHBI WJIH JOUYEPH . . .

— Xopouo, 5 MOHSII.

JlbsiH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro ogypauwid. [len eme koraa goraaancs, 4Tto JeBUOHKA KPOBHO CBsl-
3aHa ¢ 3eMJIeld, M HACTOsIIas Tiepeiaya BO3MOXHA TOJBKO depe3 Opak ¢ Heill. Ho — TaiiHBI 3aMKa,
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el OJTHOM JIOCTYITHBIE. .. HY, Jla, €€ MaMeHbKe ToXe. DTO ObLIO yKe BakHee, ueM HeKue d(peMepHbie
MpaBa, XOTh U KPOBHBIE, TIO3BOJIAIONINE IMPOBECTH OOpsi/I Tiepe/iaur MpaB. 3HAUUT, TIpaBa He dde-
MepHBIE BOBCE, a BIIOJIHE ceOe peasibHble, U3 KOTOPBIX CIIEAYIOT KOHKPETHbIE BO3MOXHOCTH. [110X0,
110X0 JIbsIH MIpecTaBisI ceOe KPOBHYIO Maruio BiaaeHus 3emieit. OnmpoMeTdnBo ObLIO BO3BpAIlaTh
JeBYIIKY, HE TIOTyYMB TapaHTHA, Be/lb €CJTH C HEBECTOW UTO-TO CITyUUTCH. . .

Emy o4yeHb He XOTesIoCch, UTOOBI C HEel YTO-TO CITYIHUIIOCH.

— Brnaronapro, I'enemeHT, — cka3as KHsI3b, — Thl COOOIIUI MHOTO BaXHOTO.

— dl yecTHO cityxy Tebe 3a MeapyIo TUIATy, KH3b, — YJIBIOHYJICS Mar, — ThI IJTATHIIL MHE OOJTbITIe
umIeparopa. A emié s JIoOOIBITEH M X0UY pa300paThcs B 9TUX ToJloBoJIoMKax. [Ipoiy, paccrapaiicst
Y TIpUBE3U HACJIC/IHUILY.

— 51 mpuBesy e€, I'enemenT, — mooderan oH.

U teniepb cMOTpes BHU3 CO CIUHBI CEPOTO IPAKOHA U TyMaJl O TOM, YTO JAEBYIIKA CKOPO MpUoy-
net B [llakTakaH xkeHOM ero TPOIPOIHOro MIeMsIHHUKA. Bpak cBepimrcs, oHa OyaeT mpuHaIeKaTh
9TOMY COIUISIKY, KOTOPBIA, BOOOIIE TOBOPsI, HEJIOBOJILHO KPYTUT HOCOM M HAJICeTCsl, UYTO KEHUThHCS
«Ha Jlouke Toro camoro Kawoba» He npunércs. EMy o0bsICHUIIN, YTO 3TO BaXXHOE JIeJI0, HYyKHOE Beel
Conpe.

Uro 3t0 Oyniet 3a Opak?..

K Tomy ke pacckazaHHOE Marom 3aCTaBWJIO B3IJITHYTh HAa CUTYallUi0 WHauye. Bo3MokHOCTU
JIEBYIIIKY HESICHBI, M, HE UCKJTI0UEHO, BechMa ornacHbl. OHa He Maruuka? Xopoiuo. OH nosepwi. Ho
OHa BCE paBHO He TIpocTa. A e€ OyayIuii MyX mapeHb MaJIOCTh HeIAJICKHI, K TPUCKOPOUIO POJICTBEH-
HUKOB. U1 1oBepuTh emy Takylo ;keHuMHy ? Upesaro. ..

[MocTosiHHO TpUAETCS KOMY-TO MPHCMATpPHBaTh, a KaKk MPUCMATPUBATh 32 OTHOIICHUSMU
Cynpyron?

Beigath e€ 3a koro-To emg, 1a XoTh Obl 3a TOro ke Apnas? Bor oH He nypak, cripaButcsi. Ho
3TO Bellb Ha CaMoOM Jiejie HUKyna He roauTces! [lepBhIM 3aKOHHBIM OPakoOM MOJIOIOMY YEpHOMY, Aa
emé [psiHy, Hy)KHa KpbUiatas Oefas IeBOYKa XOpoIlero poxaa!

U xak xe ObITh?

OH gymait 06 3ToM, U B TPy Kak OyATO CBOpaYMBAJICS KJIYOOK M3 TOJICTOM, )KECTKOM KOTIOUeH
mepcru. Henpusarho. ..

Hano He oTkJa/ipiBasi NONHUTH KAKOE-HUKAKOE 3€JIbe OT TPEKJISITON «KUTEHCKON Maruu», YT0ObI
He Memnana. Cpa3y Mo BO3BpallieHur 00paTuThes K [IkenBepy, MycTh cesaerT.

A BHU3Y, MEXIy MOpeM U HeOOM, TIOKa3aJIiCh OAIlIHU IUTa/IeN A U3 3eJICHOrO KaMHsI — rOpof,
HOBas croyimua VtcBansbl. [{pakoH NOIIENT BHUS.

Bor BHM3Y TOIUIBIIa phIOAllKasi OKpaWHa, MEpBble MOINEHBIC YAOUKHU. JIIOoH, 3ampOKUHYB
TOJIOBBI, CMOTpPEJIM BBEPX, HA JIPAKOHA C HAC3[THUKOM, MHOTHE yOeraiv CJIoMs rojioBy. Yke MOIIA
Obl ¥ IPUBBIKHYTH K JIPAaKOHAM, HO BCE paBHO OOSIIUCH.

HpsH neten k I3ympyaHoMy 3aMKy. BHe3aIrmHO Koe-4To BHU3Y MPHUBJICKJIO €r0 BHUMaHUE.

«51 Buky miamiero JIpsiHa, ¢ HUM eIE HAIUX, — JOJOKKII JIPAKOH JI0 TOro, Kak [bsH cam
ycries MPUTJISAEThCS, — M TaM HUOepHiAKa, OHA JIEXKUT Y CTeHBI JoMa. MOXeT ObITh, MEPTBaSI».

«CrycTrich 4yTh HUKE W 3aBUCHU, — Beliesl [IbsiH, — s CIIPBITHY, @ Thl TIOMHUMUKCH U TIOOY/Ib
cpeny 00JIaKOB, TIOKA He TI030BY».

W oH crippIrHYyJ ¢ JpakoHa, 3aMe JIMBIINCh Y MOCTOBOM, U MSTKO MIPU3EMJIHJICS Ha HOTH.

KoneuHo, 4ToOHI JieTaTh, APAKOHY HYXKHBI KpbUIbsi. HO 4TOOBI He pa3ouThCs, Maaasi C BHICOTHI
B YeJI0OBEYbEM OOJIMKE, I, K TIPUMEPY, MPbIras — KPbUIbsl HE HYXKHBI. TO CBOWCTBO, TIepeaBaeMoe
¢ KpoBbio. Ha uTcBaHIIEB e MOJOOHbIE TPIOKK BCAKUI pa3 IPOM3BOAAT OOJIBIIIOE BIIEYATICHHUE.

Jlionu, y’ke HavaBITie cCOOMPAThCS BOKPYT, MPBHICHYINA B CTOPOHBI. JKeHIuHa, 6ocast U pactpe-
MaHHasA, JieKasla y CTEHBI JIOMa, e€ JUIMHHbIe TeMHbIe BOJIOCH T'YCTO TPUTIOPOIIMIA MbLTh. KOHEUHO
9T0 HUOEpUIiKa, He3HAKOMasl M He MOJIOZIeHbKAsI — JIET TPUIATH. BUIHO, He U3 TeX, KTO JIOOUT MOoTy-
JISITh TI0 JPAKOHBUM ropaM, Tex [IbsH BceX MOMHIUI TI0 IMEHAM.

48



H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

Tonma Bokpyr codpaiach, HO He pociia, MHOTHE TIOOXOIWIN, CMOTPEH M IUTH Aajbiie. Tak
TMOBEJIOCh, HA HUOEPUEK PUHATO He 0OpalaTh BHUMAaHU, Jaxe B TakoM ciiydyae. Hubepuiiku momo-
raioT cebe camu. Hao monarate, CKOpO OHM TYT MOSIBATCS YMCIIOM HECKOJIbKO. Ho cTpaskHMK y Tena
CTOsLJI, C PACTEPSIHHBIM BUJIOM Uecal 3aThUIOK.

— Y0 ciyunsioch? — OTPLIBUCTO CIIPOCKIT y Hero JpsiH.

CTpaXHUK OTCTYNWJI, orisijies bsiHa, OHSUT MO KOCTIOMY, YTO TIepe]] HUM COAIMEL], TIOSTOMY
Ha BCSIKMI ciydail orctymui emi€ Ha mar. M orBermit. [IpoctoMmy 3eBake MO HE OTBETHTb, HO C
COIIMIIIEM PUCKOBATh HE CTaJl, KTO UX 3HAET, COAUMIIICB. . .

— Bor, nmp, — o nokazain Ha Tesno, — JiexuT. C JIECHBIMU BeJbMaMU TaKOe PeIKO ObIBaeT, JIUp,
YTOOBI OHU Ta/1aJTM Ha yIuiax. S BOT MepBblid pa3 BUKY.

VYMHUK, CKa3al TO, YTO BCAKOMY U TaK SICHO.

JlbstH HaIties B3MISIOM 3aKa, OeCKpPBIIOro COTUIIIA.

«['ne Apnaii?»

ChpammmBarh y caMoro 3aka, 4Tto CIIyduioch, bsiH He CTajl, Majo PacCUMTHIBAS HA JEJIbHBII
OTBET. A TUIEMSIHHUK JEACTBUTEIILHO yMYAPUJICS MIPONACTh, XOTs CBEpXy [IbsiH ero Buzel.

«3nech 51, — Apraii BBICTYII U3-3a CITUH JIIOOOMBITHBIX, — MBI €111€ He TIOHSUIU, YTO CITyYHJIOCh,
IS

M3-3a Hero BHICKOJIb3HYJIA Phikas HUIOSpUIKa, OPOCHUIIACH K JiexKalleH.

VY Apnasi Obl1a paccTerHyTa KypTka, v KWIeT, U pyoaxa 1moji He, Ha XKujeTe He XBaTaJlo Myro-
BUII — BUJIHO, PBaHyJI Hactiex. M BUIHEsICS OXOT Ha IPy/Id, IPKO-PO30BbIM. . .

C HMOEPUITKOI CBSIKEIIbCS U )KUTh HECKYYHO — mogymalt psiH. OT4ero-To f1axe He yCOMHUICS,
yto peikas [llana nMeer K pacXprCTaHHOMY BU/y TIAPHSI ¥ K OKOTY CaMOe HEeTlOCPeICTBEHHOE OTHO-
menve. [llana Tem BpeMeHeM MOJOXUIIA JIQJOHU Ha JIMIO JIeXKalled v 3amMepiia, MTHOBEHHE CITyCTsI
PaIOCTHO COOOIIUIA:

— Ona xwuBa!

Ckopo TeMHOBOJIOCast HUOEpUiiKa OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a, Oe3IyMHO ITOCMOTpeJa BOKPYT, cKa3alia 4To-
to. [llasa Toxe 3aroBopuiia, OBICTPO M HETIOHSITHO, JieKallasi e€ He IMOHUMAJIA.

— 41 e€ He ciply, — uenyradHo B310xHyJa [ana, — e€ pasym MeHs He myckaer. A cama oHa
HUYEro He TIOMHMUT!

Hubepwmiika nocrapanach NpUMOAHITLCS, ApAail cpasy MOMOT: TOAXBATHII TOJ TUICUH, YCAINT
CIIMHOM K cTeHe foma. [llana Toxe BCKOUMIa Ha HOTH, OTJIs/IeNiach TaK, CJIOBHO HEKasl OMACHOCTD Mpsi-
TaJIach I1e-TO PSAIOM U €€ CPOYHO CIIEAOBAIO0 OOHAPYXKUTh. [IbsSH XMypo HaOIogal, yKe He COMHe-
BasICh, YTO BCE TO BBUILETCSI BO YTO-TO HEXOPOIIEE.

«DTO KTO-TO CHIIBHBIN, — cKazasa Illana mo-conauiicku, — Kakoi-to Mar. He kaxaplii Mar Tak
CMOJET, YTOObI He yOUTb, a OCIIETIUTh pa3yM. YOUTS Jierde. A Bellb HaC TPYIHO YOUBATh, KHSI3b».

«MoO3eT, MPOCTO He BHIILIO YOUTh ?» — MPEINONOKUI [IbsiH.

«Moxer, — He crana cioputh [llanma. — Mbl JOIKHBI I03200TUTBCS O Hell. MBI e€ 3abepeM u
cripsiuem, 1 OyJeM JyMaThb, Kak OMOYb».

«Y Hac B I3ymMpyTHOM 3aMKe ecTh CBOOO/IHBIE KOMHATHI, TpaB/a, Nsias? — BMeIaics Apaau, —
u JIxenBep MOXET MOMOYb, ¥ BoooOIe. TyT BeJb elé Kakue-To Mar Ciyxar Teoe, Asias?»

«Her, — nmokauasia royoBo# [1lana, — Mbl 3a0epem e€ oTciona, U3 ropoaax.

JbsTH yCMEXHYJICS, TJISIHYB Ha OTOPYEHHOTO TUIeMsIHHUKA. [lapeHb ceffuac 6eCrioKOUTCs O TOM,
41O B OJMKaiiiiee BpeMsi He YJOKHUT B TIOCTeNb CBOIO PhlKYI0. Huuero, emy nose3Ho, mycTh HAUMHAET
MOHMMATh, 4TO K yemy. Ecii B OmacHOCTH OfiHa W3 HUX, OCTaJIbHbIE 3a0bIBAIOT PO CBOMX MYKUMH.
0060 BcéM 3a0bIBAIOT, CIIACEHHUE CECTPHI Beerzia Ha iepBoM Mecte. OHU BCe CUMTAIOT JIPYT Apyra CecT-
pamu, HeB3Kpasi Ha BO3PAcT U KPOBHOE POJICTBO, M OTHOCATCSI COOTBETCTBEHHO.

Mex TeMm TOJIAa pacCTyNWIach, MPOIYCKasl emié AByX OOChIX HMOEpHeK, OfHa Oblia COBCEM
JeBOYKA, OIeTasi B OOBIYHOE Il STUX BElbM PBaHbE, Ipyrasi, HAPOTUB, yKe HEMOJIOZA, B XOPOIIIEH
Ofie’k /e, C TBIIITHBIMU, HUCTIAJAIONIMMY T10 CIIMHE TOTYCEIbIMA BOJIOCAMH. DTU JBe HUOSPHIKH HEe
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CTaJI¥ 3aJ]aBaTh BOIIPOCHI, TPOCTO MPOTSHY/M pyku I1lane, oHM BTpoeM OKPYKWIJIM CHISAIIYIO TEMHO-
BOJIOCYIO ¥ BMECTE C HEell UCUe3JIN.

Appaii B Jjocajie ynapui KyJaakom 1o creHe. [loscHul B OTBET Ha HACMEIUIUBbIN ASA0IIKUH
B3IJISIAL:

«HuKkak He MPUBBIKHY, YTO OHA BOT TaK UCUE3AET U MOSBIISAECTCS».

«OHM HaBepHsIKa OYIyT TYT, MOOIU30CTH, — yTemu1 bsiH, — HOSBUTCS. Thl Bellb KOJIBIIO Y HE
Opan?»

«Hy... 6pan», — OTUero-To cMyTUiICS TOT.

«Torma oHa Te0s Bclony Hailner, U B M3ympynHom 3amke Toxe. JKou. TIpunér — ckaxu, 4ro
s1 XO4y C Hell [IOTOBOPUTb».

Hapon nopascst B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI U TYIEJ, pasmIsiIbBas MECTO, IJIe TOIBKO UTO OecceqHo
MCYE3JTH YeThIpe HUOEPUIKH, a MEK/Ly TeM K HUM MOCTIeIIaI CTPaXHUKH, YETBEPO, BCE P Mevax,
OfIVH, CY/s TIO HAIIIMBKAM Ha IJIe4e, B BLICOKOM YHHE.

— Bcé B nopsizike, Bce KMBBI, — CKa3al [IpsH cTrapiiemMy, IOTOMY YTO CTPaKHUK, paHee Kapay-
JIMBIIAN HUOEPUIKY, CTOSUT CTOJIOOM M IaXe He MBITAJICS OTKPBITH POT.

— Yero Ha HUX ¥ CMOTPETh ObLJIO, Ha ITUX BEIbM, OHU HE HAIIIEro yMa JIeJIo! — FapKHYJT CTapIIHiA,
HeoOpo IISIHYB Ha TIOMYMHEHHOTO, U TaK ke HeZ0OpO KOCICh Ha COIUIIIA.

JlpsTH TEM BpeMeHeM O3Bl JPAKOHA, ¥ TOT MOSIBUJICS, 3aBUC COBCEM HU3KO, PACILIIACTAB KPbl-
JIbst IPSIMO HaJ| Kpblamu. [TouTu cpa3y Ha yJouKe CTaIo YIUBUTEIBHO OE3II0NHO.

«B VI3yMpyaHbIi 3aMOK», — CKOMaHAOBaT [IbsH.

UroObl 3a0paThcs Ha ApPakoHa, KOTOPOMY HHMKAaK HEBO3MOXHO OBLJIO CECTh Ha ITOH Y3KOM
YJIOUKE, OHU MTPOCTO TIOOYEPEHO 3aMPhITHYIJIN HA HEro, cHavyasa [IpsH, motoM Apaail 1 DHHET, Nof-
XBaTHBIIME TO] TUieur Oeckpbutoro 3aka. Hy na, comauiickast KpoBb JapUT HEMAJIO TOJIE3HBIX BO3-
MOKHOCTEH.

Bckope ux nmpuHsIT cam uMrieparop. DTo ObUT MOYETHBINA MPUEM, TIOTOMY UTO «JJIsI PABHBIX»:
MMIIepaTop U KH:A3b [IbsSH pa3MeCcTHIIUCh APYT MPOTUB IPyra 3a KBaJAPATHBIM CTOJIOM, 32 UX CITUHAMMU
MOTYKPYTOM BCTT NIPUOJIMKeHHBIe. Apraid u [IkenBep yIUBISHHO NIePEerIsIHY/INCh, YBUIEB CpeIn
CTOSIIIUX 3a uMriepatopom Jmpy Beiny, cectpy Kawoba. OHa-To uto 311ech nenaer? Cembs Haaeauia
nomHoMounsiMu? Benb kak HU KpyTH, a [llalitakanom 10 ocnenHero pacropsikaics Kawo6. Kak myx
BJIaJICTEJILHUIIBI, OKA3bIBACTCSI, 2 BOBCE HE MO OJIAaroBOJICHUIO UMIiepaTopa. Muaaimmii KHs3b Kacra u
Mar u3 Oourenu XpaHUTeNIeH TOKE CTOSIIM TaM, yxkKe He PSIIOM.

«A cTpaHHO, — 3amMeTus1 Apaaid, — OHU Bellb TIOXOXH, morisiay, [lxensep. S mpo miaiiero
KHsI3 M Mara-xpanutess. [lpencraBb, 4To y Mara HOC MOMEHbIIE, MOAOOPOJOK IMOOCTpee, JI00
MAaJIOCTD YK€ — 1 OyJeT OHO JIUIO. PoacTBEHHUKM ?».

«Yemy THI yauBisiembes? — oto3Baics [xensep 6e3 ocodoro untepeca. — Y kHs3s Kacra
HaBepHsIKa OOJIBIIIOE CEMENCTBO, HA/IO ke UX BCEX Kya-TO MPUCTPaUBaTh, Tak oueMy He B OOuTeb
Xpanutensa?»

BuauMo, mouyBCTBOBaB BHUMAaHUE, Mar-XxpaHHWTENlb TIOCMOTpeNT Ha Appasi, U TOT MOCIENTHO
OTBEJI B3IJISA.

«/IMs1 OH HOCUT He KHsDKecKoe, — noOaBui JIxenBep, — oqHAKO Belpbl cTapbhlii IMEHbCKHIM
pon, cembst Kpyra, a Bce Takue ceMbH B POJICTBE C KHS)KECKON B KaKOM-HHUOY/b MoKoieHun. Kakasi-
HUOY/Ib ero qBOIpOoAHAst 6abKa MOrJIa ObITh KACTAHCKOW KHATUHEH U, CIIEIOBATEIHHO, POJHON Oa0KOM
kHs13eit Kacra».

Mmneparop HavI BUHA B Yallly ¥ BRI [TOJIOBUHY, OCTaBIIIeecs MPOTAHYJ [psHY, TOT OTIHIL,
JOJIVJI BUHA U3 TOTO K€ KYBIIMHA U Nepesiai cBouM JioasaM. ITotom To ke camoe npoaesnanu ¢ col-
JVIACKOW CTOPOHBI: [IbsIH HAJIMJT BIHA, BB HEMHOTO | Tiepeal ummeparopy. OOpsisi, CHMBOJIHM3H-
PYIOLIUI PACHIONIOKEHHUE U IOBEPUE MEXKY CTOPOHAMHU.
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— Moii KHsI3b, S paji, 9TO MBI, KaK JI00pble COCEIN, CHOBA HAIILIM MOBOJ BCTPETUTHCS U TIOTO-
BOPUTb, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPATOP.

— Ia, moii umneparop. U s Bepio, 4To Tak OyJeT U BIpe/ib, — OTBETHI KHSI3b B TOM Xke TOHE.

OOMeH BeKIMBBIMU (ppa3aMu MPOJOIIKAIICS HEKOTOPOE BPeMs, U 3TO ObLIO JOBOJIBHO CKYYHO.
Hakonen nepeuum k geny.

— Moii kH:a3b, [IpoBUAEHHUE ClIenano HAaC COCEIsIMU, Ha BOCTOKE OT MOET0 rOCyAapCcTBa TOJIBKO
Conpa, uivHa Hallle rpaHUIBl — TPU HEIE M TMOJIeTa Ha pyxe. A COceld He TOJIBKO 3/10pOBalOTCS
MIpY BCTpeYe, HO U CKPEIUISIOT ApYKOy 100peiMu Opakamu. Tem Gosiee uTo Bbl, COIIUIIIBI, IIPOCHUTE
y Hac To, 4yTo 0e3 Opaka MOJTyYUTh HEBO3MOKHO — 3eMJII0, KPOBHO 3aKPETUICHHYIO 32 UTCBAHCKUM
pomoMm B He3amaMsITHeIe BpemeHa. O0psin nepenaun [lavitakana Copjie o CyTH IOJKEH SIBISAThCS U
OpauHBIM 0OPAIOM MEXAYy TBOUM OJM3KUM POICTBEHHUKOM U Hacieanurien [aiitakaHa, KHSKHOU
Kpyra Kacra Kantanoit Kao6oii. Tsl Xouerns 06gyMaTs 3TOT BOpoc?

— 41 orBeuy cortacuem mnpsmo ceiyac. Mol miIeMsHHUK DBepxkaH 3aK rOTOB IPOCUTh PyKU
kHskHBI Kpyra Kacra KanTansl, — oH yka3an Ha 3aka.

Nwms Kaoba KHsA3b HAMEPEHHO YIIOMHHATD HE CTaJl.

[pu cnoBax «MoOH IJIEMSIHHUK» BCE BHUMaHKE TPOTHBOMOJIOKHON CTOPOHBI CHavYaa 00paTu-
JI0Ch Ha Appasi, Ha 3aKa OHO MEPEKII0UNIIOCh HEOXOTHO.

— 3T0 TOXe TBOUM HACIEAHUK, MOW KHSI3b? — YTOUHHWII UMIIEPATOP.

— Hu B koem ciiyyae. Ho Besp ieByika Tebe He cecTpa U He J109b, MOU UMIIepaTop.

Nmrieparop Haxmypuiics.

— Wmeer nmu cmbicn oOcyxaath Opak KHsokHbB Kpyra Kacra ¢ TBouMm HemocpencTBEHHBIM
HacyielHuKoM Apnaem IpsiHom?

Koraa craso BbirogHo, uMreparop BCIIOMHUI U 1po ynpa3aHeéHHbi Kpyr Kacra.

— Her, moii umnieparop. [lepBbie 6paku 11s1 [IbsIHOB OrpaHUYEHbI CTPOTMM ITPABUIIOM, KOTOPOE
Kacaercsl YUCTOThl KpoBU. HapyIieHne MozxeT noMeraTts eMy B 1aIbHEHUIIEM Ha1eTh KOPOHY [IbsSHOB.

— Ha, peiictButensHO. Baia kopoHa cama BeIOMpaeT KHs34. 1 momHI0. D10 HeygoOHOe mpa-
BUJIO, BEPHO, MO KHSI3b?

— Ha, moii umnieparop.

— UYro k, — uMIiepaTop BHITPSIMIIICS Ha CBOEM CTYJIE, — B TAKOM CJIy4ae 5 CIpallrBalo, CAEIaHO
mm nipeuioxkenue? Tol pocuitb pyky KHskHBI Kpyra Kacra nuis cBoero poacreeHHuKa?

— VIMeHHO Tak, MO uMIieparop.

— TBoe MHenue, Milagmui KHa3b Kacra?

— 4 cornaceH, Moy ummeparop.

— 3HauuT, npemioxkenue npunaro. Haznaunm nens? Yepes mecsan? Yinm BecHoi?

— DTO CIUIIKOM J0JITO, — OTpe3ast [IbsiH, — MBI TOTOBBI K 0Opsily XOTh ceroHs Beuepom. Wi
3aBTpa yTPOM.

— Botoch, Tl He BCE MOHSII, MO KHS3b, — TEMEPh UMIIEPATOp YJBIOHYJICSA Kyla KUBEe, YeM
panbirie. — Takoii Opak He MOXeT OBITh 3aKJIIOUEH Oe3 JTOOPOBOJBHOTO coryacusi HeBecThl. OHa
JOJKHA XOTETh BBIUTHU 3aMyk 32 M30paHHHUKA. YTOOB! BHYIIUTH €M TAKOE XKeJlaHue, TBOeMY TUIEMSTH-
HUKY MOTpedyeTcst BpeMs.

— MBI roTOBBI PUCKHYTb, — CKa3aJl KH3b. — 3aBTpa yTPOM.

— Mui cornacabl. O6psix cocTonTcs 3aBTpa yTpoM. EmE omHO HeoOXoauMoe yClIoBUe, TPONK-
ToBaHHOE 0ObruassMu Kacra: Tpu Mecsitia npu MoJIono# Cyrpyre TBOETro IUieMsIHHUKA OyaeT mar Bevip
u3 odburenn Xpanurens Kacra.

Kus13b HegoBONBHO B3MIsIHY Ha Befipa.

— 3auem?

— INomorars. HacraBnats. [Ipoceemars.

— Xopowo, — Mozal Ijie4aMu KHA3b.
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— 37ech ycI0BuSs1, Ha KOTOPbIX HACTAWBAET CEMbs AEBYIIKHU, — UMIIEPATOP CAAENAJ 3HAK, U KHSA3I0
rojiay Oymard.

OH yMTan BHUMATENIBHO, A0JT0. HakoHell KuBHYI.

— Bcé npueminiemo, — 1, B351B NOJAHECEHHOE NIEPO, Pa3MAaIKMCTO MOJIMCAN JIUCTHI.

Ocrasioch OOMEHATHCS TPAAUIMOHHBIM HA0OPOM BEKJIMBBIX (Ppa3, 3TO OMATH 3aHSJIO BpeMsl.
Hakonen kHA3b ¢ MIIEpaTOPOM OJHOBPEMEHHO MOJHSIIUCH U3-3a CTOJIA U BBIILIM B Pa3HbIE IBEPH,
32 HUMHU TNOTSIHYJIUCh OCTaJIbHBIE.

— OX, — IPOTSKHO B3/I0XHYJI HOBOSIBJIEHHBIN jKEHUX, — [IOYEMY TO, YTO MOKHO PEILIUTD 32 MSTh
MUHYT, Hy’)KHO 0OCY’K/IaTh TaK J0Jro?

JbstH HeOOPO TIISIHYJ Ha HETO U OTBEPHYJICS.

Boraro oneras Mmosnozas mpa, o BULy U3 IPUIBOPHBIX, B IUIATKE U3 KEMUYKHO-CEPOTO 1IEJIKa,
TMIOBSI3aHHOM TIO 3JIeIITHEN Mojie, BBIIILIA U3 OOKOBOTO Niepexo/a MpsiMo Hariepepe3 Apaalo, OH OTIIAT-
HYJICSl ¥ He cpa3y y3Haul. Ho y3Hai, KoHe4Ho.

— Mana?!

Omna npwxasia najert K ryoam, mpocsi MoJI4aTh, MOJOIILIA BIUVIOTHYIO K KHSI3IO.

— Xouy ckazarh TeOe, KHs3b [IbsiH, @ TO BAPYT Tl HE 3Haelb. Mbl, HUOEPUIKH, HE XPaHUM
CEKPEThl TOro, KTO YOUJI XOTs1 Obl OQHY M3 Hammx cectep. OCIenuTb pa3yM, OTHSTh MAMSTh BOJIBHO
WA HEBOJIBHO — 3TO He cuuTaeTcs. Ho eciu TMImTh KU3HU. . .

— Cnacu60, HuOepwHiika, — cKa3asl KHsI3b, — MBI TIOyMaeMm.

Ona KuBHYJa, TPYCTHO Y/IBIOHYJIACh ApJalo U IIarHyjia oOpaTHO B IEPEXOI.

— Masna, noctoit! — OH METHYJICS CIIE/IOM.

[Noutn movimaint B 0OBSATHSI, HO OHA TYT K€ pacTasijia y Hero B pyKax, C TOH K€ TPYCTHOW U
OTCTPAHEHHOU YJIBIOKOM.

JIbsIH TJISIHYJI HAa HETO C MTOHUMAIOILE YCMEIIKOM.

Jliobomy, aske camomy yrpsiMoMy, KOoraa-HOYAb HAI0OCT TOHSTHCS 32 TEM, UTO HeJlb3sl ylep-
KaTh.

JlHEM MOpe IITOPMUIIO, @ HOUb BbIIAJIACh YIMBUTEIBHO TUXOW U 3BE3[THOM, CJIOBHO COTKAHHOMN
13 HESICHBIX TeHEH, 1 OIIyTUMO MoxoJiofasio. Beé mpaBuiibHO, B 9TO BpeMsl roia 3/1eCh YKe 3aMOPO3KH,
HBIHEIIH S OCEHb CIIE 3a/1ePKaach.

JbsIH HACTEXKb OTKPBLI OKHO U CTOSUT OKOJIO HETO, pasIisiAbIBasi 3BE3/Ibl.

— Crnatp He Oynenb? — nouHtepecoBasicsi [xxensep. — Xouenrb BUHa? Y MeHs eCTb, XOpOIlee.

JIpakoH MOXET BBIIIUTh MHOTO, HE TbsIHEsI BOOOIIIE, JIMIIb HACIaXAasch BKycoM. Emé npakon
TIOJIONTY MOJKET He CIIaTh, YeM OH CTapilie, TeM OoJblle OECCOHHBIX HOUeH JIETKO CXOAMT C pyK. [en
MOT He CMbIKaTh IJIa3 N0 nape Hezienb. [IpaBia, MoToM oTocraThesl BCE paBHO HPUAETCS.

— JlaBaii, — 0TO3BaJICS KHs3b, U [)KeBep cpasdy BbIHYJ U3-32 TEHH My3aTyIO IJIMHSHYIO OyThUIb
U TIapy CBSI3aHHBIX BMeCTe cepeOpsiHbIX KyOKoB. Pacnieyaran OyThUlb U pa3iiil TEMHYIO TYIIACTYIO
KUAKOCTH 11BeTa pyOrHa. OHM CTyKHYJIMCh KpasMu KYOKOB — UTCBAaHCKMI OOBbIYAl, — 1 BBIITUIIH.

Buno, eciu xopoinee — BKycHast mtyka. U kak e Becesno ObIBaeT HaOMoAaTh, Kak TEPSIOT OT
HETO TOJIOBBI UTCBAHIIHI. . .

JlpsiH, CBECHBIIIMCH HApYKy, OpOCHII OEIJIBIA B3MIISIL HA CTEHY, M YK€ Yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE CTOSLT
Ha MOJOKOHHUKE, a [TOTOM JIE3 I10 CTEeHE, LETUISASACh NaJIblIaMy 32 €JIe 3aMETHbIE BBIEMKHU.

— Tt uto 3agyman? — KpukHya Beaeq xensep.

— Ilporynarecs! — npuneren oTBer.

[ToxaB ruteyamu, [xxensep none3 ciaenom. Jist IpakoHa MEpeaBUTaThCs MO TaKOW CTeHe He
MIPE/ICTABIISIET TPOOIEMBI.

YUroObl 10OpaThCsI 10 OKATOM YePEMIHOUN KPHIIIH, HY)KHO OBUIO IMPEOJIONIETh Mapy JeCSITKOB
CTETOB, Y HUX 3TO MOIYUYMJIOCHh OBICTPO. IbsIH JIeT Ha KPBIILY, Pa3IisAbiBas Ha 3BE3/bl.

— Pemmn BcnoMHUTH MOIOgOCTh? — 3aMeTHil [l kenBep, ycakuBasiCh psioM.
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XOJOAHBIA OCTpBIN BO3MyX Oompuit. Yepenwuiia Xoauia Mo HOraMu, ¥ YeloBeK Obl yKe CBep-
3uics BHU3. [lpakoH — Het. Koraa-To gaBHO [IpsiHy ObLTO IeBATHAALIATH, M OHH BABOEM ¢ JlkenBepom
npoBesu B VITe HECKOJIBKO JIETHUX MECSLIEB, U TYJISUIM IO KPBIIIAM KakIyI0 HOUb, pa3BlieKasiCh TEM,
YTO MX BO3MOKHOCTH MHOTO OOJIbIIIE UesloBeUecKuX. [kenBepy Toraa ObUIo IBaALATh IIECTh, U KHSI-
ruHs1 Aojia TOTHXOHBKY TOPYYHJIa eMy MPUCMaTPUBATh 32 CBOMM IepBeHneM. OH 1 pucMaTpuBa,
KOHEYHO, TOXE BOBCIO IMOJTy4asi YIOBOJIbCTBHE.

Bbim emé BpyueHHble KHATUHEN OpaciieThl, Ha BpeMs AeNaloliie X MyKCKoe ceMst OecIuiof-
HBIM — MOJIOZIOCTh HEOCTOPOJXKHA, a IPAaKOHY HeNb3s MIMETh HEM3BECTHBIX eMy nereil. Her, MoxHO,
KOHEYHO, npuBe3TH B Cojly CBOIO XKEHIIMHY U peOeHKa, WM TOJbKO peOeHKa — HEKOTOpBIE TaK U
nenany. Ho y HUX ¢ KHs3eM, Toraa eme napuem no umenu Jleman [IpsiH, ObuTi OpacieTsl KHATUHU, 1
OHU 0e3 JIMIITHUX COMHEHUN 3aKpYyTHIIU JTIOOOBb C TBYMSI BECEJIBIMU JICBYIIIKAMU U3 PhIOaYbel CIIO-
60nKku. XOTs HET, OHA U3 HUX, OINpPEeAeIeHHO, ObUla BIOBOW, HOCHJIA TIECTPBIH TUIATOK. A BTOpas,
KoTOpasi 0e3 mamsITH BmooOwiachk B JleMana. .. e€ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BBIJAJIN 3aMYX 32 JJABOYHHUKA.

O06e oHM yXe JaBHO CTapyXH, BBIPACTUBIIKE BHYKOB. I;KeaBep OIHAXIbl BCTPETHI TY, CBOIO,
OBIBILYIO BIOBYILIKY B [IECTPOM IUIATKE, U €Ji¢ y3HAI. ..

370 camoe Jiydilee BpeMs AJIs1 MOJIOIOTO JpaKoHa, KOTa ero, MOB3pOoCIeBIIero u decradaii-
HOTO, TOHEJIb3s1 YBEPEHHOTO B CBOEW HEMEPSIHOW CHJIE Y HETIOr PeIIMMOCTH, OTITyCKAloT MOOPOAUTD
0 CBETY, TIOCMOTPETh Ha KU3Hb 3a npeaenamu [Ipakonsux rop. Bot, onu u 6poaniu, rnoka ObuIo
MOXHO. A Terepb y KHsI351 3aUrpajia KpoBb B MPEJIBEPUM 3aBTpallHeil cBaabObl. BooOpakaer cebdst
OBbLITBIM MOJIOABIM MapHeM. Jlydiiie, BUANMO, eMy ObUIO Obl TOPYYUTh KOMY-TO JieJia C OCTPOBaMHU, a
caMoMy ocTaTbes B ropax. Bot u Ha CeBep, Ha pa3qHuK ToHOMb HAZIO JIETETh, TAM YKE JKAYT. ..

JIpsiH BCTAJI, OHSUIICS 10 KOHBKA KPBIIIK 1 IBUHYJICS BJIOJb HEro. [IKeJIBep MOCTISNTHO IIeIK-
HYJI TAJIbIIAMM, TTPUKPIBAs KHSI351 IIMKOM, pa3MbIBasi OUePTaHUs YeJIOBEUECKON (PUTYPhI HA KOHBbKE
— CTpaka 3aMETUT U MOXET MOAHSTHCS MEPENoiox, BCE ke 9TO 3aMOK UMIIepaTopa.

Bapyr [IpsH 3amep.

«Mmu cropa», — ycasiman Jxensep.

OH nocnenHo NogHsICS, He 3a0BbIB TOXKE MPUKPBITHCS ABIMKOM.

«JlemoHBI, 4TO 3TO?»

INo nBOpY MeanieHHo 1ia Genast gpurypa.

JeBymika. B onHo#l pyOaxe, ¢ 3arjieTeHHBIMU B JJB€ KOCHl TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, OHA CTyIaJia
OOCHKOM TI0 JIe[ISTHBIM KaMHsIM JBopa. Mex1y TeM HUOepHiKON OHa He ObLIa, 3TO COBEpIIIeHHO
TOYHO.

— Crut, — nonsin IxenBep, — CTpagaeT CHOXOK/ICHUEM.

—Iownem nocMoTpyM, — perut kenBep v TYT ke CIPBITHYJ BHA3 C KPOMKH KPBIIIY, U JIOTHAJT
JEBYILKY, BCTAJ NEPE HEil.

[Tpsimo wHa Hero nuta KanTtana Karo0Oa, uiio e€ Obuio pacciaOlieHHbIM, CIIOKOMHBIM, JIaKe YMH-
poTBopeHHbIM. OHa JEWCTBUTENBHO Craja.

Bor em€ HoBocTh! [IeBUOHKA 1 BIPSIMb CTPAJaeT CHOXOXIeHueM. M 3To cTpaHHO, Befb JII0OO0i
XOPOIIIMI Mar-JieKaphb B /IBa CYeTa CHPABJISETCS C STUM HEIyTOM, a €CJTM BCIOMHUTD eIlIE, U3 KaKOro
OHa CEeMEIICTBA. ..

XyKe, eclii OHA MPOCTYIUTCS U TI0 STOU MPUYMHE MPUIETCS OTKJIAIBIBATH 3aBTPAIHION IIepe-
MoHmo. OH arHy/ K JeByIKe, moaxBaTui e€ Ha pyku. OHa 3a0uiach, MHITasiCh OCBOOOIUTHCS, HO
IIPY STOM He M3/1aBaJia HY 3BYKa, 1 €€ 171a3a ObLIM IJIOTHO 3aKphIThl. KOHEUHO, He BBIPBAThCS €l ObLIO
U3 PYK JIPAaKOHa, HO. ..

Yk oueHb cHIIbHO OHa Omtack. Kto mocimabee [IbsiHa Mor Obl U He yaepkath. M 310 cTpaHHO.
[ToTSIHYB «IOJIOTHO CHJIBI» — €IE OHA YMCTO COMAMICKAsl CIIOCOOHOCTh, — OH IUIOTHO 3a0MHTO-
BaJI 9TUM Kak Obl MMOJIOTHOM [IEBYIIIKY, OHA HE MOIJIA JaKe IIEeBEeJbHYThCS, TOJIbKO KPYTHJIa TOJIO-
BOM. J[)eNBep TeM BpeMeHeM KpYKUJI BOKPYT, MPUCITYIIMBAsCh M BIVISABIBAsCH B 3aKOYJIKH JIBOPA,
B KpbIlM U cteHbl. HakoHer o0epHysics K [IpsHy:
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«[Tokazanock Ha MUHYTKY, uTO € 3Baiu. Ho pydatbes He crany. Ecim u 3Ban KTo, OBICTPO
crioxBatuyics u yopasics. M BoBce yepe3 3epkasio. BeiBaeT Takoe».

«E€ ykpacTb X0Tesnu, Thl XOUellb CKa3aTh ?»

«Mmenno. Tebs 4To-TO yauBIiseT? YIUMBISICS JIydllle, YTO TIOMMAIN BOBpPeMs, BOT YK CIIy-
YaHOCTb TaK CIYYalHOCTb».

«¥Yry. [Nonum Tenepp Nepenoyiox NOAHUMATE», — U JIbsSH HIMPOKUM [1ArOM HAIPaBHUIICS K JIBe-
PSAM, BeAyIIUM BHYTPb.

OxkazaBIuch Moj KphIIiel, JeBYIIKa Y HEro Ha pykax repecraia Outbcesi, oomsikiia. Y mo-npesx-
HEMY MpOAOJIKaja CHaTh.

«Kyna uaru-to, 3Haems? ['ne Tyt e€ obutanmiie?»

JxenBep nolen Brepes, MoKasbiBast JOPOry.

Henaneko ot nokoeB Kaio0O0B HaTKHY/IMCh Ha Kapaysl CTPAKHUKOB, MAPHU TU COATUICKOTO
KH$I351 B JIULIO 3HAJIM U MEIIaTh HE CTaJIU, TOJIbKO BBHITAPAIIWIIN IJ1a3a, YBUJIEB €T0 C AEBUIICH HA PyKax.

— 3a MHO# cTynai, — BeJiesI KHSI3b CTapileMy, — TOTOBOPUM, PacCKasKelllb, YTO BUJIEN, OTUYErO
y TeOsI TYT I0HbIC JIEHHBI OOCUKOM TYJISIOT. . .

W crapimmii, KOTOPBIA, BOOOIIE TOBOPS, UyKOMY KHS3I0 TIOMUMHATHCS HE 00sI3aH, OCTYIIAThCS
HE IOCMEJI, TOIIEIT CIEI0M.

— Huuero Mbl He BUENH, KHSI3b, — TOTOPOIUJICS] OTUUTATHCS, — 17143 HE CMBIKAJIU, YEM XOYelllb
MOpYy4yCh, MUMO Hac OHa He rpoxoausa. OHa ke U3 MaroBCKOW CEMbH, 3TU BCSIKOE yMeIoT. Moxer,
MITUIIEH B OKHO YIOPXHYIA.

Apnail ogHaxk/IBl ObLT B HACTPOSHUH M XOTEJ TMOBECENIUTh, PaccKas3all, Kak B BOPOHY IpeBpa-
THJICS, OaJTysiCh HUOEPUIICKOW JINUMHOM, ¥ U3 OKHA CBOETO YJIeTel. ..

Her, Tyt He Tak. Eciu Ol MoOry1a ynieteTs, nopxasa Obl Jajiblie, KyJaa HaJoOHO, a OHa TI0 TBOPY
114, HEOZIETasl U CHSAIIAsl — SIBHO TYT HE €€ YMbICEJ,  YEH-TO UYKOU.

V KHs3s1 pyKy ObUTM 3aHATHI AEBYIIKOM, B IBEPh OH CTYKHYJI HOTOH, U Ta pacrnaxHyaack. Ce-
THJIbHUKA He OBLIO, HO JPAKOHBI B TEMHOTE OTIMYHO BUJIETU. [IbsH TIOJIOKWIIT JIEBYIIIKY Ha KYIIETKY.
Mars, nmupa Kaiipa, BeiOekana, Ha X0y 3araxuBasi Xajar. AXHyJa, 3aMeTanach, HIYero He MoHuMast.

JxenBep 3akEr MO/ MOTOJIKOM Marndeckui map. Jlupa Opocusack K 104epu.

— Yro ciyuniocs?!

SIBneHre JBOMX COMAMMIIEB MOHAYAITY HAITyTasIo e€ OOoJIbIle, YeM BUJL JOUYepH, Pa3aeTo, ¢ uep-
HBIMH OT I'PSI3U MOAOIIIBAMU I'OJIBIX CTYIHE!. JleByIlKa 3a/1BUranach, OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a, HO, CHIEJIEHYTast
«MOJIOTHOM» [IpsiHa, 1IeBeIUThCA HE Morjia. KHA3b MOCHENIHO CMOTal ¢ HEE «IOJIOTHO», OHA TPH-
TO/IHSUIACh, TIOTOM CeJla, U TOXKE CMOTpeJia Ha COIUIMIIEB C HECKPbIBAEMBIM yKAaCOM.

JbsiH BKpatiie OOBSCHII, UTO TIPOU3OIILIO, JKEHIUHBI TIEPETIsIbIBATIICH U HE BEPHIIH.

— Ona HMKOIJ]a HEe XO[IMJIa BO CHe, — YBEPEHHO cKa3zasa jupa Kaiipa, — Hukorja!

— MBI Tak ¥ MOHSUIM, YTO 3TO Marusi, — MATKo 3ameTu1 [xensep, — ciaeayeT OJaronapurh City-
Yaii, TIUpa, 4TO MbI e€ yBuae . TBOW J0Yb XOTEJU MOXUTUTh. UYTOOBI HE IOMYCTUTh CBAILOBI, MOXET
OBbITH?

OHa onsTh axHyJa.

— Bsl Beib He nojio3peBaere Hac?

— MBbI HE TO03PEBAEM HUKOTO, JIUPA.

HpsiH yrpioMo Momyai. JIeByika cuiena, KoMkas pyoaxy Ha KOJIEHsIX.

— JloGpoii HouH, JIupa, — C yIbIOKOW noxkenan JkenBep, — Kak BUIUIIb, HAYETO CTPAITHOTO
He Mpou301LU10. Mbl caMM TIOCTaBUM 3/1eCh OXPaHy, pa3 OT Ballleil CTPaXy HET TOJIKY, — U, IVISTHYB
Ha MOOArpoBeBIIer0 CTPAKHUKA, MOSCHWI, — HA HAIMX JIIOIEH CJIOKHEe BO3JCHCTBOBATh Marvei.
Hymato, 4To ¢ Ballleil CTpakel Tak U BILUIO.

JleBUOHKa Tenepb TPsC/ach, Kak OT XOuona, [psfH MogaBuil CTpaHHOE KEJIaHWE B3SIThb €€ B
OXaIlKy U CKaTh KPEIKo, U AepKaTh TakK, IIOKa corpeercs U ycrnokourcs. Ito caenan [Jxensep. Her,
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He oOHsu1 KaHTaHy, Bcero Jmib B3sul €€ 32 pyKH, U OHAa TIOMYMHWIACH, PYKU HE OTHUMAaJa, JIUIIb
CMOTpeJia Ha COAIIviATIA, Oe33BYYHO IieBess Tyoamu. Ha JIbsiHa oHa n30eraia cMOTPETh.

Maruyeckoe BO3JEHCTBUE ObLIO KOPOTKUM U 3(P(EKTUBHBIM — MOUYTH Cpa3y AEBYIIKA 3a/1bl-
11aj1a CHOKOMHO.

«YX0nuM, KHsI3b, HEUEro TYT MellaTh», — ckazan Jlxensep.

Brpyr oTkpbLiach ABepb, U MOSBWICS, KTO Obl MOT MOXyMaTh — HOCAThIA KACTAHCKUW Mar.
BcrpeBoxkeHHBI.

— MHe [1010KUJH, YTO Mpou301LI0. HeBeposTHO, — BOCKJIMKHYI OH. — DTO Mosi 3a00Ta, JIMphbI!
Msue nopy4eHo oOeperarhb JIEHHY OT JII0OBIX HEMPUSATHOCTEN |

— W uto xe He yOeper? — HEOKUIAHHO IJis1 ceOsi PSBKHYI KHsI3b, — TENIEPb MOXKEIIb HE Tpy-
JWUTHCS, MBI caMu OyzieM e€ OXpaHsTh!

— Mo#1 KH13b, — KacTaHell MOKJIOHWICS [psiHy, — 51 pOIlly MPOIIEHUsl. YBEPEH, UTO TaKoe He
MOBTOPUTCSL.

JIupa Kaiipa notpsicEéHHO cMOTpesia Ha Mara, IpUKPbIB POT PYKOIL.

— Beiip, — B3noxHy/a oHa, — 3aypaa Berip. 910 Th1?

— Ha, noporas Kaiipa. 51 ceifuac Bc€ Tebe 0OBACHIO, — OH 00e30pYyKUBAIOIIE YABIOHYIICS COM-
JUILIaM, — MO KH$I3b, JIEJIO B TOM, YTO MbI C 9TOU JIMPOU 3HAKOMBI ¢ AeTcTBa. U emié mbl gajibHue
POINCTBEHHUKH. JI0CTaTOYHO JaJIbHUE [JIsI TOTO, YTOOBI 51 KOTJA-TO IMTAJT HAJEK bl M IPOCUJT €€ PYKH.

— Co crapbiMu Apy3bsIMU BCET1A MPUSATHO BCTPEYaThCsl, — HEBO3MYTUMO 3ameTu Jlxensep. —
Haneemcst, uto Ha TeOs1 MOKHO PacCUMTHIBATH, Mar Beiip.

OHa ynuiv u3 MoKoeB, a Mar OCTaJics.

«3HAKOMCTBO C MaMEHBKOI TOBOPHT B €r0 MOJIb3Yy, — CKENTHYECKH YAbIOHYICs [IkenBep, — B
camoM JIpe 51 He BUKY JBOWHOTO JTHA».

«Bort yx Her. [Toka 3TOT Mar TyT — y Hac OTHO¥ 3a00TOM OOJIBIIIE .

«Camo co6oii. Tel cTapaenibcst, 9ToObI s He Oe3/IeIbHIYA.

HavyanbHUK KHSKECKOH OXpaHbl DBepeT yKe K Aal, U ele yeTBepo ¢ HUM. KHsI3b KpaTko 00b-
SICHWJI, UTO CJIyYMJIOCh, PACTIOPSIKATBCS yKe AeI0 DBeperTa.

«51 BO3bMY eI1I€ ABOMX, KHA3b, — CKa3aJl TOT, — U OJHOI'O MOCTaBJI0 BHYTpH. Jlyuie yx nepe-
CTapaThbCsi, YeM YITYCTHTh».

«Kak 3Haemb, — cornacusics [IpsiH, — ¥ BHITOHH OTTYa Mara. Ha Beperanve JIupbl He oOpariait
BHUMaHwMs1. [TycTh OHM MO-POICTBEHHOMY TTIOOE3HUYAIOT g rae-HUOYAb, B 3aMKe TIOJTHO MECTax».

Bot He HpaBwica [IpsAHY 3TOT Mar.

[Tozxe [xensep 3aMeTuI:

— A ry6a He mypa Beap Obuia y Katoba. XKenwsicst Ha Takoii KpacuBoy keHIuHe. B 1oHOCTH, 51
Aaymaio, oHa Oblla M BOBCE BeJMKOJenHa. [len mpas, 3a Kakue 3aciiyTd eMy JOCTalach HacJeAHUIIa
[Maiitakana, 1a eme kpacasuua?

— Hpasurca? — xmbIkHy [IpsiH. — MoOeT, caM KeHUIIbCs Ha BilaieTeIbHULEe?

— Jloub BO BHEUIHOCTH MaTepy YCTymaeT. XOTs y He€ HeOObIYHOE, 3alIOMHHAIONIEECs JIUIIO.
MoskeT ObITh, 3TO JaXe Jydllle KpacoThl, — poAoikai [xensep 3ayMInBo. — A xajib BCE xe. bbiia
Obl OHa cecTpoyt umriepatopa. M kaspkaoi Kacra. He 0Ops10Boi KHSIKHOM, a HACTOSIIEH, TO eCTh
nouepblo KH3s. Keraru, B coceqHeit Bunere noyepu KHsI3ei, NOABIACTHBIX KOPOIIO, U COCTABJISIOT
ero Kpyr, no ogHoit ot kaxxaoro cemenctna. [a, o uém ... Y nomaBHO, KOHEUHO, el He ClIeA0BaJIo
Ob1 OBITH ToYepbio Katobda. O6 3ToM 3a0bITh CIIOXKHEE BCETo.

— Tak, o yem TbI? YUTO-TO HE Monmy, — OypKHYT [IpsH.

Jl>xenBep onsATh Nepenien Ha COAIMNUCKHUI:

«51 0 ToM, uTO TIpoIIIe U JTyule Tede ObLI0 OBl JKEHUTHCS Ha Hell camoMy. CaMoMy cTaTh Biia-
netenem llaiitakana. TpeTbriM OpakoM Thl MOXEIITb B3ATH JTIOOYIO KEHIIUHY. JloMa 3TO MpUHSIHU OblL.
Bcé cnyuaercs B nepBbiii pa3. Ecinu, Hanpumep, Ha ceMb JIET, 1 OTOBOPEHBI YCJIOBUS pa3BoAa, s
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TUTYJIOBaHHBIX ceMeicTB UTcBaHbl 3T0 00BIYHOE Je710. Y TeOs ObUIo OBl CeMb JIET, YTOOBI PEIIUTh
HacueT JanbHeiniero. Eciu 61 He Kaiob Obut e€ oTIoMm. .. »

Karw06. Nms, veHasuctHOe Beel Come. Majio Kakoy M3 MaroB MOKET [OXBacTarh TeM xe. Ho
TaK JI 3TO BaXXHO JJIs1 IOTOBOPHOTO Opaka, 3aKJII0YEHHOTO B TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX MHTEpecax ?

Huxorna emé Copna m VITcBaHa He 3aK/IIOYaI IOTOBOPHBIX OpPAaKOB MEXIYy MpaBSIIAMU
ceMbsiMI. MexXly HempaBsiuMH — JeJI0 UHOe, 9TO ObUIO, J1a, XOTh U JaBHO. HecKoJbKO 3HATHBIX
MMEHbCKUX POAOB M HE IOA03PEBAIOT TENEph, YTO UMEIOT CPeI MPEIKOB KPBUIATHIX IPAKOHOB...
COZIMHIIEB, TO €CTh. [IpakoHbEW CyTH, KOHEYHO, Y HUX JJaBHO HE OCTAJIOCh, KPOME, MOXKET, CAMOTO
MaJIOro, YTO BOCIIPUHUMAETCS IPYTMMU KaK CeMelHasi CTPAHHOCTb.

I'maBHorO [I’KENIBEp HE CKA3JI IIPSAMO, JIMILIL HAMEKHYJI. TO, 4TO 3HATHOCTH JIEBYILLIKU HE AOTH-
TMBaeT JI0 JoCcTaToyHor — mycTsk. Kyna cepbésneit, uto ot pyku KaioOa morubmna kHaruxs Aona.
Mawma. Oteny KanTaHbl OTHSUT )KU3Hb KHATUHU AOJTBI.

Ha, Kaio6 He 3HaJ, 4To Oenas IpakoHWIIA — He 3Bepb, a KHATUHSA comauiilieB. 1 mama Obuia
OYeHb c1ada, OHa yKe ymMupasia. Apaai MoTOM paccKasasl v MoKas3all, Kak ObuIo Jes1o. M 3To u3BecTHO
Beeil Congie. JIkenBep rpas, HEMBICIIMMO CAEJATh ITY AEBYLIKY KHATMHEN [bSHHOM, JaXe Ha BpeMs.
XOTs JIMYHO OHA HU B YeM He NoBUHHA niepes poroM [IpsHoB. U IllaiiTakaH, onsTs xe. ..

IbsiH He comHeBaics, uto [llalitakan — 3T0 0UYeHb BaxkHO. MOXeT ObITh, TOTOM OH HE IMPOCTUT
cede, ecrm ymycrut [llaiitakaH.

A emg ectb 0coOble CBOMCTBA ero KOpoHbl. Kak oHa mpumer Opak, B KOTOPOM CYIPYToB pasjie-
nser takasi cMeptb? Hukorna eme [psiH, HaaeBIIMi KOPOHY, HE TEPsUT Ha HeE MpaB U3-3a TaKoro. ..

Ho Benp He daxT, 4yTO OH UX MOTEPSIET.

«[Ipencrapp, uto Ilaiitakan Hama qoObYa, — ckazai [IbsiH, — U ieByIKa Toxe. K yemy o0s-
3bIBaeT COIMIIA OpaK, 3aKIIOUEHHBIN TI0 UTCBAHCKUM 3aKOHaM 7>

A mama... OHa Kak pa3 He ocyxk/ania Obl.

JlxenBep He CTall eMy OTBEYarh.
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I'maga 9. CBaan0a

IlepemoHuI0 Ha3HAUMIIM Ha TIONeHb. HakanyHe copquiilieB peayrnpeaiin, 4to OyaeT Majast
HEPEMOHUS, «IJIs1 OJIMKHUX». DTO BCEX YCTPAUBAIO KaK HeJb3s JIydllie, [bsH BooOIIe mpearnodert
Obl «TOJIBKO JIJ151 POACTBEHHUKOB U TIOTHOMOYHBIX JIUL» . . .

B TpoHHOM 3aj1e cOOpanoch 4enoBek MAThCOT. | OCTH CTOSIM BIOJIb CTEH, UMIIEPATOp CUJIEI
Ha TPOHE, YyThb HUKE KOTOPOIO Ha BBICOKMX PE3HBIX CTYJIbSX PA3MECTUIIOCh €T0 MHOTOYMCIEHHOE
cemerictBo. ComIuiLpl BCTAJIN BO3JIE JAJIbHEN CTEHBI.

«[103BOJIb CITPOCUTH, KHS3b, MBI Cpa3y YJIETHUM M YBE3€M MOIO KeHy?» — CyHyics K Ipsany
JKEHHUX.

«Her. Eii BooO111e Hevero jienath B Copiie», — OTpe3a KHs3b, U apeHb HeZIOYMEHHO 3aMOJTJall.

«Bpsig 1u cBagpba cocTouTCs cerofHsi, — BCTpsil I kenBep, — eclu JeBYIKa e€ He 3aX0yerT.
BeposTHO, 3ammuTa OT NPUHYKIEHUS W3HAYAJIBHO BCTPOEHA B KPOBHYIO MPUBSA3KY K 3emiie. S TyT
pazy3Hai HeMHoro. MiMriepaTtop npaBUIbHO COBETOBAJI 000X 1aTh. Pa3Be TONBKO. ..»

«Jlymaemb, e€ 00paboTa Maru4ecku ?»

«Bpsin mu marnyecku. Bo3mMoHO, el yrpoxkaiu. DTOro Toxe MOXKET XBaTHTh, YTOObI OHA
UCKpEHHE 3axXoTesia Opaka.

Ha cepenuny 3aia Bbllen Mar, NOKJIOHWJICS UMIIEPATOPY, MOTOM KHsA310. [1o ero 3Haky npu-
HECJIM U MOCTaBWIJIM BO3JIe Mara ctoil. Mutaanmid kHsa3b Kacra Toxke mprOnM3mics, y Hero B pykax
ObLJ1a yallia ¢ BOJIOW M MaJleHbKasl IIKATYJIKa, CJIEOM BBIIIATMBAT UMIIEPATOPCKUI 3aKOHHUK, U TOP-
’KECTBEHHO, Ha MOAYIIKE, HEC pUTYyasibHbI Med Kacra.

«Yro 310 Oyner?» — cnpocun psH.

JlxenBep noxan rjedyamu.

«Meu i OpauHoi iepeMOoHrH. OCTaIbBHOE YBUIUM.

OTKyaa-To U3-3a TPOHA MOSIBUJIMCh HECKOJIBKO KEHINMH, Jupa Bena u nupa Kaiipa num Boe-
penu, 3a HUMH, CpeIy HapsiIHbIX TPUIBOPHBIX JMp — KaHTaHa. IMniepaTopcKuil pacriopsiiuTellb yKe
MaxaJl pyKamH, Tipeijiarasi ¥ COAUiIaM mpuOIn3uThCs.

HbsiH 1 [IkenBep IBUHYIUCDH K CTOJTY, 32 HUMU — KEHHUX, TI0 00€ CTOPOHBI OT KOTOPOT'O MOIILTA
Apnaii 1 DBeper. [IxkenBep BBICTYNAI KaK Mar cO CTOPOHbBI COITMHIICB, TOJKEH ObUT HAOJIO/IATh 32
Maruyeckou MpaBUIbHOCTBIO [IEPEMOHUMU.

«PaccunTbiBaelllb HEBECTE TMOHPABUTBHCS C TAKOM POXEN? — MOCMEUBASCh, CKazal Appaai
KEHUXY, — YJIBIOHYJICS Obl XOTb, UTO JI».

TOT XMBIKHYJT ¥ TTOKa3aJ1 3yObl.

«Her, He ynbiOatics, — mocoBeToBaJl Apiiai, — XyXe CTajio».

«M, TaM, IPEKPaTUTh IIyTOUKU!» — Besen [[xensep.

Bor oH, cron. B yaie Boga, oHa Ka3anach cepeOprcToil. MiMriepatopckuii Mar mpoBEN pyKamu
HaJl BCEMU MpPEAMETaMU Ha CTOJIE, TIOTOM TO ke caenan JxenBep, KeHuXa U HEBECTY MPOMYCTUIN
BIIepe]] M 3aJaJl1 UM OObIYHBIE BOIIPOCHI O coriacuu Ha Opak. Jla, oHu ObLM coracHbl. BiienHast
HeBecTa Kycasa ryobl.

Kacrancknii Mitaalnui KHA3b BbIHYJI U3 LIKATYJIKU MOJIOCY LBETHOTO HIEIKA Y MPUHSIICS CBS-
3bIBaTh €10 PYKH KE€HUXA U HEBECTHI, HO 3aBSI3aHHBIE UM Y3JIbl BCAKUM pa3 pa3BsA3bIBAINCH, U LK
a/1aJ1 Ha CTOJI PSAAOM C Yallleu.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO OOPS/ HE MOKET COCTOSIThCS, — CKa3al MJIAIINI KHs3b. — B JIpyroii pas.
WNnm ¢ gpyrum 4enoBeKkoMm.

A [IpsiH mogymalt, 4To MaTh JEBYILKH, ceilyac Toxe OfiefHast U B3BOJIHOBAHHAS, KOTAA-TO MO3-
BOJIMJIA CBSI3aTh CBOIO PYKY ¢ pyko# Kawooa. 1, Buammo, nmoayumiock cpasy.

Jl;xenBep 1arHyJ K CToiy, B3 YIaBIIMK LIETK U caM nepeBsa3an uM pyku Kanransl u 3aka,
3aTsHYJ1 IPOYHBIN y3€Jl — OH yMeJl. Yl CHOBa IIENK pa3BA3aiIcs U ynall.
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O0e XeHIMHBI, MaTh M TETKA, COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO ObLITM HEIOBOJIBHBI, JTMKa Kaiipa cMoTpena
ropecTtHo, yimpa Bena — rueBHo. Be3 comuenusi, o6enm dem-to npurposwid. 1o 3amy mpokatuiach
BOJIHA POIIOTa, KOTOPBIM Hapactasl. Yto Xk, MpeacTaBaeHue ynauioch.

A JIpsiH... OH BcrioMHI, 4To eMy HeoOxomum Illaiitakan. M 4toObl HafIEXHO. DTO JKIITHIIE
APEBHEr0 JPaKOHa MOKET OKa3aThCsl YeM-TO BaKHBIM, HACTOJIBKO BaKHBIM, UTO JJABHO CTOUJIO OTOPO-
CUTh BCE COMHEHHUS. . .

— $1 M3MeHWI1 CBOE pellleHre, — CKa3al OH MJIAJIIIEMY KHS3I0, — Tereph S MPOIy PYKH 3TON
AeBYIIKY 1yis1 ce0si. OHa CTaHeT Moey JKeHOM.

KanTana nopHsi1a rofoBy ¥ mocMoTpesia Ha Hero, BUIUMO, PEIIvB, YTO OcCIblnaiack. Tymoe
paBHOMYIINE Ha €€ JIUIE CMEHUJIOCHh YIUBIICHUEM, U, BAPYT — CAMBIM HACTOSIIIIMM yXKacOM, OHA 3aMO-
TaJla rOJI0BOM:

— Her. [oxanyiicta, Her!

Kus3b 0001111 CTOJ, IOMMAJT IEBYIIKY B OOBSATHS, CTUCHYJI, KPETIKO B3I 32 3aISICThe, U IPO-
TSHYJT 00€ UX PYKHU KacTaHIly:

— JlaBaii, 3aBSI3bIBall CBOM IIATOYEK.

JleBy1ka mpoOoBasia TPEMbIXaThCsl B €ro pyKax, HO KyJa cnadee, YeM HakaHyHe HOUBIO, KOTa
€10 IBUrajia uyxasi Marus.

Kacranen HeJOBOIbHO BCKMHYJT TTOOOOPOJIOK:

— 51 He ycublmas cornacue AeByIIKH!

— Omna npunuia ciona! — psaBkHYI [IbsiH, — 3HAUUT, €€ coriacue yxe JaHo!

— Ipononxkait, maamuii KHA3b Kacta! — KpUKHYJ CO CBOEro Mecra umMmnepaTop.

[Noxoxe, OH Iake He BO3paXaJs MPOTHB TOTO, YTO C HUM 3a0bLIM TIocoBeToBaThecs. M mutaj-
A KHSI3b TIOCTYIITHO OOMOTAJI IIEIKOM MX PYKH ¥ 3aBsI3a] y3eJI, pyKa KHs3s1 TPOJOIIKaNa CKUMATh
3ansictbe KanTtaHsl.

W y3en ve pazBszasicst. Y Korna KHs3b pa3kail Hajblibl, IepecTaBasi yIepKUBaTh pyKy AEBYIIKH
— He pa3Bs3aJICs.

— Haunnaem cBafieOHyI0 1IEpeMOHUIO! — IPOMKO U KaK-TO M3JIUIIHE PAJOCTHO OOBSIBUI 3aKOH-
HUK.

Muaammii KHs3b, eIié Kocsich Ha bsiHa, B3SUT MeY 32 HOXHBI M TIOJHSUT Nepe]l HUMU rapoit
BBepX. M MX CBsI3aHHBIE PYKH JIETJIM Ha Tapy C ABYX CTOPOH — JUIsl TOrO MPUIILJIOCh HEMHOTO TOJIBH-
HYTb IIEJIK. A 3aKOHHUK HA4aJl pUTYaJIbHYIO pedb, KOTOPYIO TBEPAMII YK€ THICSIYM pa3 U He MOT OIIIH-
ouThCA. ..

[ToTOM MOMOIITHKK 3aKOHHHMKA MPOKOJION UM JIAJJ0HA MAJIEHBKUM OCTPBIM KHUHKaJIOM, YTOOBI
HEMHOT'O KPOBU O0OMX CTEKJIO B Yallly C BUHOM, OHH BBHIITUJIM BUHO TIOPOBHY.

Tenepb Opak, 00paTHOTrO X0/1a KOTOPOMY HET, ObUT 3aKJII0YEH. Pa3Be TONbKO pa3Boj uepes ceMb
JIeT.

Emy, Opsny, HeoOxonum Illaiitakan? [Ia magHo. ..

OH 1pOCTO XOTEJ ITY JIEBYIIIKY.

Wx kpoBu B BUHE OBUIO COBCEM HEMHOTO, a KaHTaHe rmouemMy-To 1mokKa3ajaoch, YTO BHHA TaM U
HET, TOJIBKO KPOBb, HACTOJIBKO SICHO OHA OIyTWIa €€ BKyc. KOHeuHO, 3T0 HenpaBuibHO. Heckombko
KarieJib KpOBU Jjake BKyca BUHA M3MEHUTh He Moryi Obl. Ho BO BpeMst OpavyHOii 1lepeMOHUY BCE HE
TaK, KaKk OOBIYHO.

K stomy Bpemenu Katana yxe rpuHsijia HeBEpOSITHOE MPOUCXOMISINEE, U YCIIOKOUIACh. .. TOU-
Hee, OCO3HaJa, YTO CONMPOTUBIIAThCS He cTouT. OHa 3acThlla U3HYTPH, BUJIENa BCE KaKk CKBO3b 0e3-
MSTEKHO-TJIAJIKYIO TOJITY BOJIBI.

3aKOHHUK 3a4MTAJI JUIMHHBIN IepeueHb UMEH — CEMb ITOKOJIEHUI €€ MPEAKOB, IO HUCXOSIIEH.
Cpenu nocyieIHUX HECKOJIBKO pa3 MEJIbKHYJU KHsKecKue TUTYJbL. [la, e€ mparipajieibl C MaMUHOM
CTOpPOHBI ObUTH 3HaTHee e€ poauTeseid. [IpeKoB COMIMICKOrO KHA3s 3aKOHHUK He TMIePeYmCIIsiI, IPo-
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cro ckasai: «Kuasp Jleman [IpsaH, cbiH Aonsl IpaaHbl u Jlepa AnpoBypa». I Kantana HeBOJIBHO
OTMETHJIa PO ceds1, UTO €€ MYK HOCUT UMsI MaTepH, a He oTia. OH He3aKOHHOPOXKICHHBIN 7.

Ckopee, IpOCTO €ro OTell MEHee 3HATEeH, YeM MarTh, ¥ OH HacleyeT MaTepy, kotopas [psHHa,
TO €CTh KHSIKECKOro pona. Tak mim uHaue, 3T0 BCE He MMeeT HUKAKOTO 3HAYEeHUSI.

Bcé 3akonunnock. Copuiickuii Mar pa3Bs3al MEIKOBYIO TKaHb, OCBOOO/IMB UM PYKH, UX pa3-
BeJIM B paszHble cTOpoHbl. KaHTaHy 0OCTynuiv npuiBOpHbIC JIMPHI U JICHHBI. SIpKue mesKa, IIaTKy,
OJecK JparolieHHOCTe|, He3HAKOMBIE JINIIA, N3bICKAHHBIE APOMAThI, KOTOPbIE CIUIENTUCH TETleph B yIy-
ITAIOIYI0 Kako(hOHMIO 3armaxoB. Mama 0e33By4HO TUIaKaa, JIAJIOHSIMH BBITHpAst CJIe3bl co MEK. Ters
Bena ynmeioanace, Kak 0ObeBIIasiCS CIMBOK KOIIKA.

— IMozapaensio, Most foporasi. Thl Tenepb KHITHUHS TOPHBIX KOJayHOB! Pa3zBe MOXHO ObLIO
TaKoe MpeAronokuTh? Moit Opar ObuT Obl CYACTIIUB.

Kantana 4T0-TO B 3TOM COMHEBaJACh.

Kakas-to neBouka epHyJia 3a €€ 1eBUUbE OKEPEIIbe, 3apaHee MoAPE3aHHOE, U TEMHO-3€JIEHbIE
OYCHHBI U3 TPAHEHOTO XPYCTaJIsl TPAJOM MOCHINAIUCH Ha MOJ1. [IeBOUKM, M B3pOCIIbIE JIEHHBI TOXE, CO
CMEXOM KHMHYJIMCh Nooupath. Takue OyCHHBI, C UyKUX CBajeO, XpaHAT Ha CYACTbE B MIKATYJIKAX C
YKpAIIIeHUsIMH, a JIEBOYKH, €II€ He TOPOCIIKE O HACTOSIIErO OXKepesibsi, HOCST UX HA IIee WM Ha
3aISCThSIX.

Tersa Bena OpicTpo ToHsIIa OMHY OyCHUHY:

—3TO Hallel MaJIbIIKe.

CecrpeHke, TO eCTb. DlJb.

Korma-to Kantana oberiana Diijib, 9TO TOIBKO OHA Pa3opBeT €€ oxkepesibe. A BHIIUIO TaK, YTO
HU e€, H1 Opara Jlaxke He TIPUBE3/M Ha cBaabOy. bpar, HaBepHOe, Oy/leT OYeHb CMEITHO CepIUThCS,
OH BeJIb CUMTaeT cedsl IVIaBHBIM B ceMbe, nMeHeM Kaiobom. KaHTana Beerna HaJy TUM MOy YUBaIa,
OH OOMKaJIC. ..

Korzaa ona teneps yBuaut ux, uHtepecHo? Korma cMoxer moosiBath oMa?

[TpunHecnu 06Utk GapxaToM TaOypeT Ha THYTHIX HOXKax, KaHTaHy ycaaum, nojanu Ha cepe0-
psiHOM Omiofie TpeOeHb U BCe HYXKHBIE MEJIOYM BPOJE 3aKOJIOK M IIMWJIEK, W IIETKOBBIA IIATOK —
teriepb Kantana He OyJieT XOIUTh C HETTOKPBITOM TOJIOBOM.

— INpunumaiics 3a aeno, Kaiipa, — Beceso cka3ana tets Bena, — wiu Tede moMoub? 1o pajiocT-
Has paboTa, TOMOIIHUKY HAIYTCs, — BOKPYT BECEJIO 3arOMOHUIIM B 3HAK COTJIACHSI.

Mama, mpofoskasi BCXJIMIbBIBAaTh, CHsIa ¢ KaHTaHBl CTapUHHBIN, YCHITAHHBIN IBETHBIMU
KaMellKaMH cepeOpsIHbIN IeBUYMI BEHell U Havyasla paciuieTaTb e€ Kocy, M OTCTYNWIA, TYT ke YbH-
TO emé pyKH, Kyaa odosnee HeOpeKHbIe, B3SJIMCh 3a BOJIOCHL. [IeBYIIIKM MEHSIIUCH, TOJKASCh U CIIOPS,
pacruieTam, pacuechlBaly, repeaBasi Jpyr Apyry rpedeHb, CMesTICh, TBEPAUIIA IIPUHSTHIE HAa CBa-
apOax Mmoxesnanust 00raTcTBa v JI0OBH, 1 MHOKECTBA JieTel, KOHEUHO. PacuechiBaTh HEBECTY — 3HAUUT
NpUOIM3UTH COOCTBEHHYIO CBabOy, Takast BOT MPUMeETa.

Ters Bena Bctana Ha cTpake, Clie/inia, YTOObI IEBYIIKHY ISHCTBOBAIM OCTOPOXHO. Beé paBHO,
Kantana Mopiuiack HHOTA W3-3a YbUX-HUOYIb HEOPEKHBIX PYK, Kycasa ryObl, ¢ T0CaI01 JyMaa —
Hy 1 1ycTh! XOTb BCE MOBBLIEPrUBaIOT — uTo 32 Oena? Tenepsb e€ Bosmockl Beeraa OyayT MOf IIATKOM.

[Torom Hacrtan yepes MaMbl YJIOKUTb €id BOJIOCH B y3€ll U 3aKPENUTh €ro MO30JI04YEeHHBIMU
IIMWJIBKAMHY, W TIOBS3aTh IJIATOK, IO MOC/IEIHeN 3EIIHe MOjie — OTKPbIB HEMHOTO BOJIOCHI HAJIO
n6oM. [ToBepx miaTka OHa MPUKOJIONA TOHKYIO AUAJIEMYy C U3YMPYAaMH U MEJIKUMH aJIMa3aMH, TakK,
YTOOBI CHSIIOIIME TIOABECKH JIerTi Ha J100. CtapuHHas 1uagemMa, korga-to Kanrana pasmisasiBaia eé
C BOCTOPIrOM, POSICh B IIKATYJIKE C APArolieHHOCTSMM. . .

— 370 O)Xepesibe OT TBOETO CYIPYra, IeBOUKa MOsI, — U3 MOJAHHON KaKOU-TO JTMPOU IIKATYJIKU
Marth JOCTaNIA JUTMHHYIO HUTH 3€JIEHBIX C 30JIOTUCTBIM OTTEHKOM OyC, MEKIy KOTOPHIMH MOMAIaJIHCh
cepeOpucCThIe, CBEPKAIOIIHE.

— Kakas kpacora! — axnyna tets Bena, u BocxuIanach OHa UCKPEHHE.

B cembe oTI1a M00MIN JparoleHHOCTH.
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— TBoli cynpyr Tak 1ieap, Mosi 1I0poras.

A Kanrana nogymaia, 4o IeApOCThb CYNpyra HU IIPA YE€M, BE[Ib OXKEPEJIbE ITPUTOTOBUIIM 3apa-
Hee, Kak Obl OT MapHs, KOTOPbIN MTOHAYATy HAMEPEBAJICS KEHUTHCS HA HEll.

C HUM 0OpsI]T He TIONTYUYHIICS, a C KHsI3eM MoyJmiics cpasy. Y HuOepuiika 0ObsICHUIIA, TOYEMY
— em€ Tam, B OamHe. [lomyyaercsi, OHa UCKpPEHHE JKeJaeT BBIMTH 3aMYK 32 COIMICKOTO KHS34.

[Nouemy sxe Torza ei cTpacTHO XOueTcst yoexkaTb M CHpSATAThCs, YTOObI HEe HAIILTH ..

— IleBouka MosI, — OBICTPO CKa3ajla MaMa, HarHyBIIKCh U TIeJTys e€ B IIeKy, — Mar Betip Oyzaer ¢
TOOOM, CITyIIaics ero, noBepsiiicst eMmy. Thl He OCTaHEIILCS OJJHA CPEH IyKHX. 51 ero 3Haiw, OH Bceraa
ObLIT TOOPBI 1 YECTHBIM, OH. .. 00eIIail MHe, 4To OyJelh 00paIiaThcs K HEMY CO BCEMH BOITPOCAMMU.

— Xoporo, MamMa, — KuBHyJ1a KaHnraHa.

Ei1 He xoTenock gymaThb ceiivac HaJl Cepbe3HOCTHIO MTOJOOHBIX CIIOB.

— Beiip? Dto ToT Mar u3 Kacra? — npurnognsia 6pos Tetss Bena. — TBoit apyr aercrtBa, aa,
noporas Kaiipa?

— Ma, Bena. Y 310 ipu ToM, 4TO y MeHs OBLJIO HEMHOTO JIpy3ei.

— KoneuHo-koHeuHO. 3amevatesibHO, KOrjia psaoM ¢ TOOOM Apy3bsi, JOCTOWHBIE HOBEpHS, —
3aKuBaja TETS. — A i Koro e u3 BeiipoB KanTany npocuiu B skE€HbI 1Ba Tojja TOMY Hazaj?

— Yt0? — 00epHYBIIKCh, YAUBIEHHO MEPECIIPOCHIa MaMa, — B XKEeHBI JIBa rojia Hazaa?..

— Bpar te6e He ckazan? [la, oH cpa3dy oTkazan. BoT u pem, 4yTo 3T0 He CTOUT TBOETo Oecro-
KOWCTBA. XOTs MUCBMO OBLIO OT KACTAHCKOTO KHs3. MOXXHO CIPOCHTH y TBOETO JIpyra, HaBepHOe,
OH 3Haer.

— KoHeuHo, — cornacmiach Mama.

E€ Myx MOT roBOpuTh O MYyCTsIKaX, 10 KOTOPBIX €l monpocty He Obuto jena. Ho o 6paunom
MPEJIOKEHUH IS JOYEPU OH ITPOMOTYAII KaK O MyCTSIKE.

— Hapo xe! — ynbiOaniach TeTs, — KaxkeTcsl, HeJaBHO OHa OblTa XOPOIIIEHPKON MaJICHBKOU JIEBOY-
Koil, nmpaBja, Kaiipa? A tenepb Mbl BbIJaéM €€ 3amyx, Ja ewe€ 3a KHsa3sA. Hy, y Hac ocranoch
camoe MpUsTHOE — no3apasiieHus1, nogapku. [locmorpu, Kaiipa, kak el UIET 11aTOK, U 3TU 3€JIeHbIe
KaMHH. ..

[Totom 6wLTO HONITOE CBafeOHOE 3acTonbe. [1o3/paBieHus, B TOM Uucie oT umiiepatopa. [Toma-
POK B Jiapiie, Bpy4eHHbI umneparpuiiei ruieHuei: 1Ba MosiCHBIX HOXa C cepeOpsHBIMU PYKOsI-
TSMH B BHJIE TOJIOB JIPAKOHOB, IJ1a3a KOTOPBIX T'OPEIH SIPKO-CUHUM cariprpoM, J1Ba KEeHCKUX Opac-
JIeTa, 3aTEeUIMBbIX, aKYPHBIX, YChIIIAHHBIX TAKUMMU ke carprupamu.

E€ myx, coniuiicKuil KHsI3b, MOOIAroJapuI CO BCEM MOJIOKEHHBIM 110 0OBIYal0 MHOTOCJIOBHEM,
IIOTOM B3IJISIHYJI HA CBOETo Mara, [lenBepa, 1 TOT eMy €Jie 3aMETHO KMBHYJI. TOJIBKO TOI/Ia OH CYHYJI
HOKU 3 T05IC, B3SUT U3 JIapIia OpacieThl, TOBEpHYJICS K HEl. . .

— Pyku, kHAruHA! — menxyna kakas-To NpUIBOpHAs JUpa, otoMy 4to cama KaHraHa crosiia,
KaK 3aMOPOXKEHHas1, 1 CMOTpeJia Ha KHS3.

OHa npoTsiHy/Ia PyKH, OH 3aIleJKHYJ Ha e€ 3amsCThsIX candupoBbie OpaciieTsl.

Canpuipsl 1 U3yMpyabl He HOCAT BMecTe! PyOuHBI, rpaHaThl, MHOTOE APyroe OTTEHSIeT U call-
upbl, 1 U3yMpy/bl, HO BMeCTe UX HaJeBaTh He cieayeT. Tak roBopwia e€ Galymka u3 Kacra. A
MOYEMY, UHTEPECHO?..

Ei1 Tenepb npuaercs HOCUTH?

N3ympynel — e€ kamHu. VX cemeliHble yKpalleHus, Te, KOTOpbIE MOTy4Ynsia B HACJIECTBO MaMma,
YCHITIaHBl U3YMPYIaMH Pa3HBIX Pa3MEPOB M OTTEHKOB, MHOT/IA BIIEPEMEIIIKY C pyOMHAMMU, TPaHATAMU U
KPOLLEYHBIMU I'PaHEHBIMU aIMa3aMu. OHM OueHb MOAXOAST K MX 3eJ1eHoBaThIM M1a3zam. Ho canupos
Tam HeT. A 171a3a e€ MyXka CBEpKaloT CHHUM He Xye cambIX Jiydinux cardupos. [Toromy, HaBepHoe,
Y CIeIaJTi UM TaKOH CBaIeOHbIN TIOJIAPOK.

Canpuipbl ¥ U3yMpY/IbI HE JOJKHBI OBITH BMECTE. A UM — MPUAETCH.
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Bbuto ené MHOro-MHOro Apyrux Mo3apaBieHuid U MOAAPKOB, BCAKUX, MOTOM JOJITHI TIUP, CO
30paBULIAMH ¥ OOBIYHBIMU CBaI€OHBIMU TIOKETTAHUSMHU — KUTb JIOJITO, BBIPACTUTH MHOTO JIeTeH, U Aa
nycth uM [IpoBuneHne 61aroBosuT. . .

Kanrana cunena psiom ¢ KHsI3eM, CMOTpeia riepe]] cOOOH 1 IMOUTH He eJ1a, JIMIIb NHJIa UHOTIA
XOJIOHYIO BOy M3 KyOka. HeBonbHO 3aMeTnIia, 4To U MyX €€ TOCTYyIaeT Tak Ke.

OH e€ MyX... TaK CTpaHHO!

UroObl B3MJISIHYTh HAa HEro, €d CIIeOBAJIO JIMIIL MOBEPHYTh TOJIOBY, HO Inesl €, Ka3ajioch,
3aCThLjIa, CJIOBHO JIEPEBsSHHASI, ¥ TOJIOBA He MoBopaunBaiack. OHa BUeIa UHOTA €ro PyKH HaJ CTO-
JIOM, HO TaK ¥ He PelInIach B3ISTHYTh €My B JIMLIO eIlE pas.

Hakowner npraBopHbIe JIMPBI CTAM MEPENIAbIBATHCS, HEKOTOPhIE YIIUTH U3-3a CTOJIa, U MaMa
c TeTelt Toxke. Mama CKOpo BepHYJIach, roresioBasia Kanrany B 7100.

— Jla xpanurt Bac [IpoBuaeHue, — ckazajia oHa, oOparasich K KHS3I0.

ToT KUBHYJI, HAKPBUI CBOEH IIMPOKOM JIaJI0HbIO pyKy KaHTaHbI.

— Hawm, kaxercs, nopa?

Ha Hux Tenepb HapounTO HEe OOpAIaId BHUMaHMsI, Kak OyTO HUKOTO He Kacaioch, YTO MOJIO-
aasi lapa yXoouT u3-3a cBaieOHoro crona. Ha BeIxone 13 3aj1a ux OKpYKUJIM COAUAIIBI M COIIPOBOK-
JaJ 10 BhIAETEHHBIX HOBOOPAUHBIM MOKOEB. KHS3b OTKPBLT ABEPh, M OHU BOILIHA. BaBoem.

370 ObUIM POCKOIIHBIE MOKOU. [IpocTopHast mepeaHssl KOMHATa ¢ KOBPOM BO BECh MO, Kpec-
JIaMH 1 KyIeTkamu. THXo U IJIOTHO 3aKpbuiach qBepb. Tam ocraiack oxpaHa, 371ech — HUKoro. Kan-
TaHa MO&XUIACh — TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO B KOMHATE TaK XOJIOTHO. ..

KHs3b ObUT OOJIBINON, CHITBHBIN, JIOBKU. . . KAKON-TO 3BEPUHOM CHJION U YBEPEHHOCTHIO OT HETO
TaK U TAHYJ0. M TeruioM, peanbHbIM, SIBHO OLIyIaeMbIM. M cHHUME I71a3a CMOTPSAT Tak... BHUMa-
TEJILHO, U elE — pazouapoBaHHO? Vi HEeMHOTO CMYIIEHHO?

OH nornaaui e€ 1o mieKe ThUTbHON CTOPOHOM JIaJIOHH.

— Huuero, neBouka. Bc€ Oyner xoporrio.

A pyka y Hero AefcTBHUTENbHO OblTa ropsiueil. OH Takoi ropsiuuii, a OHa Mep3Ja. . .

— ManTHa! — KpUKHYJ KH$I3b, M U3 BHYTPEHHUX KOMHAT BBIIILIA )KESHIIMHA, BHEIIIHE HEMHOTO
crapuie KanTaHsl.

— 310 MaHTHHa, — CKa3aJl KHs3b, — OHA COIAINIKA, Oy/IeT MOKa CTapIlel Cpe/ii TBOMX CITyKaHOK,
OyzeT momorath TeOe U TojcKa3biBaTh. He cynu e€ cTporo, oHa HUKOr/a emié He Oblla CITyKaHKOW,
HO corylacuiach moMoub. M oHa e OyeT oxpaHsTh TeOsl.

— bnarogapio, Mot KHsI3b.

Kanrane oyeHb X0TeI0Ch, YTOOBI OH YIIET HEHAIONTO, AT €l BO3MOKHOCTh BHIMBITHCS U TIEpe-
OfIEThCS B pyOaIliky, ¥ 4ToObl 3Ta MaHTHHA TIOMOIJIa € TpUYecaThCsl Ha HOYb. . .

— Kak crnenyer Bbicniuch cerofgHsi, — CKazaj KHsI3b, YIBIOHYBIIIKC.

OHa He noHsuia cHavasia. CMoTpena u gymaia — o yem 31o oH? Eil ciieyer BeicnaThCsl B CBa-
NeOHyI0 HOYB?..

A KHA3b KuBHYJN MaHTuHe, emé pa3 ckojib3Hya 1o KanTtane B3misgom... u yien. 3a HUM
HECJIBIIIHO 3aKpbuIachk ABepb. Ho Begp eMy Tenepb He MOJIOKEHO YXOAUTh, WM OHA Yero-TO COBCEM
He noHnMaet? OH Mor Obl YUTH B OIHY M3 BHyTPEHHUX KOMHAT!

— S momory Tebe pa3neTbesi, KHATUHS, — CKa3ajia MaHTHHa, — a TocTeNb yke rotoBa. Thl, HaBep-
HOE, yCTasa, HO Tenepb BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCh, MOKHO OTIOXHYTb.

— A Kyja yiesn KHs3b? — BeIpBajioch y KaHTaHbl.

— ... He 3Ha10, KHATUHSA. JI0KHO OBITh, Y HETO MOSIBIJIMCH JeIa.

— Ho on BepHetcs?..

— Ceropus? He mymato. Ho oH xotesn Obl, 4TOOBI THI XOPOIIIO Crajia.

Kanrana 6onpliie He 3a/1aBajia BOIIPOCOB, OHA TTOKOPHO MO3BOJIMIa MaHTHHE JiesiaTh BCe, YTO
YTOJHO — PacCTeruBaTh, pa3Bs3blBaTh, PaCUEChIBaTh, HaJEJIa pyOaIlKy, OUeHb KPacUBYIO, BCIO B JOPO-
TUX KpyXeBax, ¥ Jieria B ocTelb. MaHTHHA MONpaBWIia Ha HEl Ofesiio.
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— HoGpoit HOuM, KHATUHS.

— IMomgaumu 1rropy, — nonpocuiia Kanrana, — 4toOs ObU10 BUIHO He60. U Tede — m1o0poii. . .

CoykaHKa TYT ke BBITIOTHUJIA IPOCKOY | yIIlIa.

Kanrana ocraymace oqHa B cniasibHe. Ilog JerKuM M OYeHb TETUIBIM OJEsUIOM € OMSTh CTaJIo
XOJIOHO, ¥ HaKaTWJIa OIyCTOHIEHHOCTh. YCHYTh HE MOJTYydYasioch, IEBYIIKA MPOCTO JiekKaaa U CMOT-
pena, Kak 1Mo TeMHOMY HeOy T3 cepble U JIOXMAaThle, KaK pa3JepraHHasi Kyaeib, oOnaka.

XoTena i1 OHa, YTOOBI OH OCTAJICS, WJI BEPHYJICS cefuac e, M MeXy HUMH CITy4rJIOCh BCE TO,
0 YeM ell BUepa BCKOJIb3b, OCTOPOXKHBIMHU CJIOBaMU 00bsicHs1Ia MaMa? BooOie roBopst, HeT. JJokHO
OBITh, 9TO BCE HE OUEHB-TO MPHUATHO, a TIPO TO, YTO B TIEPBBIN pa3 ObIBaeT OOJLHO, OHA W PaHbIIE
caplaia He pas. Ho...

B cymHoCTH, TO, YTO CIIyYMIIOCH TOJNBKO YTO, OBLJIO YHU3HUTEIBHO. BbIIO monpocty ockopoiie-
HUeM. UToOb My 6e3 0OBbsSICHEHUI B3sU1 U YIIET B MIEPBYIO HOUb, OCTABHUB CBOIO XEHY OfIHY, TaK U HE
CTaB MyeM Mo-HacTosimeMy. OO 9TOM 3aBTpa y3HAIOT Bce B VI3yMpyaHOM 3aMKe, OT UMIIEPaTPHIIbI
10 TIOBapeHKa Ha KyXHe. ..

Buiiins U3 cnanbHy HOBOM [IbsiHHBI B niepeqHIo0, MaHTHHA Tprcena Ha KYIIETKY, U, COCpeio-
TOYMBIIMCh, OKJIMKHYJIA!

«Jlxensep? Tel capluummb MeHs ?»

MaHTHHa OYeHb XOPOILO YMesia pa3roBapuBaTh Mo-cogauiicku. E€ cioBa MUHOBaIIN OXpaHy y
TMIOKOEB U T0JI OKHAMH, YCJIBIIIAJ TOIBKO TOT, KOMY MpeIHa3HAYAIOCh.

«Crnpiiity, MaHTHHA», — OTKJIMKHYJICSI OH.

«Kusa3p ymen. Cpa3sy B3su1 M yIIEN, noHrMaels? Besnen MHe npucMaTpuBars. ..»

«I'™M... Bor u npucmarpuBaii».

MmnepaTopckuil 3aMOK HHUKOIZIA HE CIHUT. B MMIIEpaTOpcKOM 3aMKe BCe BECTH Pa3HOCATCS
OBICTPO, eClii, KOHEYHO, OYeHb He MOCTapaThCsi, YTOOB ObLIO MHAUe. A YK PacCUMTHIBAThH, OY/ITO
HUKTO HE 3aMETHT, YTO KHSI3b COIIMHIIIEB HE OCTAJICS Ha HOUb B CIIAJIbHE CBOEH MOJIOZION KHATUHH. . .
Wi 9yTO HUKOMY HET JI0 3TOrO JIena. ..

3710 OBLIO OBbI CIIUIIIKOM HAUBHO.

OO0 3TOM 3aroBOpWJIM yXke 3a CTOJIOM, KOTJa MECTO, TJie CHIEIM MOJIOJbIe, el He YCIIeNo
ocThiTh. [ToToM [IkenBep ycnbiman MaHTUHY, U pyrHyscs mpo ceds. OT Toro, 4toObl 3BaTh [IpsiHa
Y BBICKa3bIBaTh €My CBOE HEJIOyMEeHUe, OH yaepxkaiics. KHsA3b, BO3MOKHO, IMEET BECKUE TIPUYMHBI
MOCTYTIATh TaK, a He UHAYe.

OH MOXeT MPOCTO XOTETh MOCTYNATh TaK, a He MHaue! Y comiuiiieB He TPUHSATO MPUCMATPH-
BaThCsl, KOTJIa MIMEHHO MOJIOZIbIE BIIEPBBIE BHIMONHSIOT CYNPYKECKUI JOAT. A 3[ech CTaHyT KJaTh
MPOCTHIHIO HayTpo. Eni€ u mar nomkeH Oyner 3aBepuTh AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTb CIYYMBIIETOCs, B TOM
CMBICJI€, YTO KPOBb Ha MPOCTBIHE Ta caMasi, KOTopasi Tpedyercs.

OHn Hamen B3rsAg0oM Math neBodku, Kaiipy KawoOy, Ta cuaena 3a JajqbHAM KOHIIOM CTOJIA C
3acTHIBIIAM JIUIIOM. Toske yxe 3Hana, Hano ayMarb. OH MOJOIIEN, CelT HA CKaMBbIO PSI/IOM.

— Tebe e o yem OecriokouThes, upa Kaiipa. [IpocTo Hammm 0ObI9an OTIMYAIOTCS OT 3/ICIITHUX.
Moii KHS3b He Kesaln OOMIEeTh TBOIO JOUb WJIH €10 IpeHedpeyb. BO3MOXKHO, OSBIIINCH IPUYHHBL. . .

— Koroprle BaxxHee cBaeOHON HOUM?

— Koneuno. OH Beqp KHSI3b. MHOTOE MOXET OBITh BaskHEe CBaJIeOHON HOYM, JIMPA.

— Xopol1io, — OHa KUBHYJIa, HO OBUIO OYEBUIHO, YTO ApPryMEHTHI €€ He yOequIH, — s HA/IeloCh,
KHSI3b OOBSICHUT 9TO MOEH JOUYepH.

37O CIeA0BaIO TIOHUMATh TaK, YTO OOBSCHSATH MPHUIAETCS HE JI0YEPH, a BCEMY OOMKEHHOMY
ceMeicTBy. MOXeT, M IMITepaTop TOXe 3aX04ueT, YTOObl eMy 0ObsICHIWIN. VICKYCcCTBO JUITJIOMaTHH —
3TO TAKOE UCKYCCTBO.

W gto cromno IpsiHy, pa3 yK eMy B3AyMaJOCh BOT TaK BHE3AITHO KEHUTHCSI, IIPOCTO B3ATh U
MMOKOHYUTbH CO BCEM cpazy?..
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[ToKOHUNTB C HEBUHHOCTBIO HEBECTHI, TOUHee. ClienaTh, Kak 37€Ch MPUHATO. DTOTO XOTST BCE,
3TOrO XOTAT POJIHBIE HEBECTBI, 3TOIO XOUET HEBECTA. .. HECMOTPSI Ha TO, UTO OHA ITOTO BOBCE HE XOUET,
ckopee Bcero. Ho oHa 3Haer, 4To Tak HaJo, MHaUe He M30ekaTh HACMEINIeK B CBOU apec OT BCEro
MMIIEpaTOPCKOrO KypSITHUKA.

xenBep JpsHa npekpacHo noHumai. Copauen; MOXET JOJIT0 KPY:KUTb BOKPYT CBOEH JKEH-
IIMHBI, JOOMBASICh CHaYalla MHTEpeCa, IIOTOM JKeJIaHH s, IOTOM — OTHsI, ¥ TOJIBKO TOT/A. . .

W HeBaxHO, T71e BCE CITYYHTCS], B 9TOM OOJIMYbE WM B IPYTOM, B ClIaJIbHE Ha TIOCTENH WIIH T1e-
HUOYb 32 00JTaKaMu. DTO MPUTOM, UTO KEHIIMHA yKe TOJTydeHa B JKeHBbI C COIIachsl pOICTBEHHUKOB.
Jliony B GOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM IOCTYMAIOT MPOIIE — CBaab0a, IOTOM Pa3IBUHYTh €i HOTH, MOMACTh
KOIbEM KyJia CJIe[lyeT, IPOJIUTh KPOBb M HAYTPO NMPEABSBUTH NPOCTHIHIO. EIIE 1 o3TOMY COAIMILIbI,
ObIBAET, 3aBOIAT MHTPUXKU C UTCBAHKAMU — C HUIMHU HE HAJ0 YCHIINIA, OHHM OJIarodapHbl 32 MaJiOCTh.
ITO MOMKMMO TOTO, YTO OHH POKAIOT MHOTO JieTell. JKEeHIMHBI JIIofIel ISHAT ce0sl yIUBUTEIbHO MaJIo,
BOT B 4eM Jenio. Ho Bpsn yiu iupa Kaiipa Kaio6a noiimer korga-HAOYIb Ty MPOCTYIO MBICTTb.

— MbI HUKOT/IA He TIpa3JHyeM CBaIbObl B UykKHX JOMaxX, JMpa, — J00aBUI OH, — €CJi Obl He
oOpsi/l Iepeiauu MpaB Ha 3eMJIM, KHsI3b IPOCTO 3a0past Obl HeBecTy. U ThI HU O uéM He OecriOKOMIIach
OBl

Ha e mmps Kaiipbl onsats nossBUI0Ch HETOBONILCTBO. [IOHATHOE HEIOBOJILCTBO, BIIPOYEM.

— 41 sToro He no3Bonmia 6b1. Moii uMmepaTop He MO3BOIII OB, — TYT K€ TOMPaBUIACh OHA, —
BbI IpUMeHIIN Maruio? Ytoosr 0Opsia cepimwics? Ckaxu pasay, up Jxensep.

— Her. MbI He puckHyau Obl. Buauis m, ckaxy TeOe 1Mo ceKpeTy OfHy Belllb. Mbl JaBHO
3HAeM, U4TO MEeXJY TBOEH JOUEPhI0O U MOMM KHSI3€M BO3HUKJIA B3aMMHAas CKJIOHHOCTb. 3Haelllb, Kak
9TO ObIBaeT, KOrJa BAPYI NMOHMMAeIlb, YTO TeOe HPAaBUTCS KTO-TO, M 9TO HeoObsicHUMO. OHU 00a
COIPOTUBJISJIACH, TIOTOMY YTO ISl 0OOMX 3TO OBUIO... HeXeJaTeIbHO, Tak cKaxeM. Ho s oOpsima
OHM 00a OBUTH €IMHCTBEHHBIM OECITPOUTPHIITHBIM BAPUAHTOM.

Teneps smpa Kaiipa cMoTpesna yauBiieHHO, PaCTepsIHHO.

— 4l nonsna, — ckazana oHa. — 4 Bepio Tebe, mup [xenBep, HO... Thl cKazan — HeKeIaTeIbHO.
Moio 104b TUIOXO IPUMYT. .. TaM, y Bac?

— CkaxeM Tak, JIupa: TOHAJA0OUTCS BpeMsi, YTOObI MO HApOJI MOHSLT ¥ TPUHSLT TAKOK BHIOOP
kH:A3. Ho 51 Hazjelock, 4To 3TOT MOMEHT HacTtaHeT. Buauiib 1, Kak HA Majio S y3HaJl TBOIO [10Yb,
OHa MHe TMoHpaBuiach. [IoHpaBUTCS U APYrUM. A TOKa TBOSI A0Yb OYyJET KUTb W XO3SIMHUYATh B
[Maiitakane.

— 1 nonsina, — moBropuia nmpa Kaiipa, Kycast ryObl, — TO €CTh, OH COBCEM HE INOBE3eT e€ B
Ballly cTpaHy?

— IToka Her. [ToaTOMY €€ HUKTO HE OTOPYUT HEIOBOJIBCTBOM MM MIPEeHEOpEKEHHEM.

— Jla. 3aro cembsl U HapoOJL €€ He IPU3HAIOT.

— [ToTpebyetcsi HEKOTOpOE TepreHwe, JIpa.

— 'V KkHA35 ecTh 1eTh? — MPOoIo/IKajia OHA JIOMBITHIBATHCSI.

— ¥V Hero MaJjieHbKas J104b.

— Ho nHacnenoBats eMy 0/KeH ChIH, Tak Belb? HacieqHUKOM MoKa Ha3bIBAIOT IUIEMSIHHUKA. A
CBIHOBEW MOEM JI0Yepy MOT'YT JIMIIUTh HACJIeICTBA?

— Her. ¥V nux Oyger paBHOe cO BCeMHU IMPaBO MpUMEpUTh KOopoHy. KopoHa cama BeiOMpaer
KHSI341.

— UYro %k, 3TO y’Ke XOpoIIo, — OHa YabOHYnack. — Eciu mpaBa moeit touepu B Illaiitakane 6ymyT
yBaxaTb, MEHsI MaJIO BOJIHYeT, MpuMyT Ju e€ B Bamei Coxnge. [lycts Obl OHa jaxke He yBuuena eé
Hukorga Oosbirre. [Ilafitakana KoMy yrogHo Oy/eT JOCTaTOYHO.

— D10 pa3yMHO, Jupa. A o mpoueM He Oecriokorics. ITpocto Harm 0ObIYau UHBIE, HEKEH Y
Bac. A TBoeW J10Yepy NpUIETCs PUHSTH HAIIIK OObIYau, pa3 YK OHA CTajia )KEHOW HaIllero KHs3sl.
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— Torpa ckopee yesxaiite, — ckazasa jupa Kaiipa. — Kantane npuaercs Tskeno, Beib HAUHYTCS
nepecysl. TO HEMIPOCTO BBIIEPKATh B €€ TOAbl. A s JIETKO BCE TO NepekuBy. Eciu, KoHeYHOo, OHa
Oy/IeT cyacT/IMBa.

7Kena Karo6a [IxxenBepa npustHO ynuBuia. [loHayamy oH cyes e€ HelaieKoi, HO HeT, OHa Obuia
BIIOJTHE pa3yMHOM eHIIMHOM. [IpocTo, BUAMMO, C paHHEro JeTcTBa €€ BOCIUTHIBAIN B IOMYMHEHUH,
BBIHY/IMB BCIO KM3Hb IIPOXOIUTh B MAaCKE MOKOPHOI OBEUKU. MeXIy TeM U3 He€, C €E-TO KPOBBIO,
JOJKHBI OBUIH CHIENIaTh XO3SHKY. . .

O4eBUIHO, ITO OBLIO KOMY-TO HYX)HO. Jle/l BepHO 3aMeTHII, UTO e€ OMeKyH OYeHb CBOeOOPa3HO
BBITIOJTHSIT CBOM O0SI3aHHOCTH.
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I'masa 10. IlepBoe yTpo

Kantana npocHynach OTTOro, 4ro CiyxaHKa XOAWJA MO chnajbHe. Tuxo xomwia, modru
HECJIBIIITHO, YTO-TO MepeKJIaibiBalIa, qyXKoe MPUCYTCTBHE OIIYIIANOCch sicHO. D10 y KaHTaHb! ObLTO €
IETCTBA — YyBCTBOBATH TaKMe BelM. Bo BpeMst IeTCKHUX UIp OT He€ TPYAHO ObLIO cripsitathest. To ke
¥ C MaMOI4, OT MaMBbl CIIPSITaThCsl OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Yke no3qHo? — OHa NPUIOJHAJIACH HA JIOKTE, OIVIAENACh.

IITopa Ha OKHE OTAEPHYTA, HO HA YJIMLE NACMYPHO, HETTOHATHO, BBICOKO JIM COJIHLIE. . .

— CKopo mosnjieHb, — OTBETWNIA copuiiKa. — [Ipuxomun KHs3b, Bened He OyauTb Tebs. Eme
3axo/uIa JIMpa, TBOSI MaThb, U TBOM KacTaHCKMiI Mar. A BOOOIIe KHSI3b MOCTABWII OXPaHy B KOPUIOPE,
4yTOOBI HE MycKaJla HUKoro. [lake mary, s nosararo, He4ero 1noka TyT JejaTh.

Boobe, 3ta ciyxaHka Besa ce0si HEPUCTONHO, PacCykAaTh M JaBaTh COBETH He e€ padoTa.
Ho Kanrtana nmoMHMiIa mpeaynpexiaeHue KHs3s, YTO JEBYIIKA JIMIIb U3 JI0OE3HOCTU COTJIACHIACh
NOOBITh B 3TOM posii. UToObI IOMOTraTh 1 3alMIIATh, TAK, KAKETCS. 3HAUMT, IPABUIILHOTO BbINOJIHE-
HUsI 00s13aHHOCTEN OT MaHTHHBI U HE CTOMJIO TPpeOOoBaTh.

— 3auem oxpana?

Omna 1 Tak JoragpiBajlach, HO XOT€Ja YCIIBIIIATb.

— Yro0Obl MOOUTENM PasMIsiabIBaTh UyXKUE MPOCTHIHM HE TOJNMHJINCH 37eCh. MBI, COMMIILIBL,
9TOTO He JMOOMM, — COIIMIAKA OBICTPO YIIBIOHY/IACh, — HO BCE ke TeOe Jyuine BcTaTb. CKOpo mpuaeT
KH$3b, U BBl OTIIPABUTECH HA 3aBTPAK.

C yTpa oz ABepbio HOBOOPAUHBIX OOBIYHO TOJITUTCS HAPOJL, PACIIEBAIOT (DPUBOJIbHBIE TIECEHKH,
9TO YacTh CBaJeOHOrO Becelbsl. A TYT, TOf1 €€ ABEPbIO, TUIIINHA.

— Ter 3amyxem, Mantuna? — cipocuiia Kanrana.

— Ha, kHArvuHA. MBI ¢ MyXeM JepXkald I0BEJUpHYIO JiaBKy. Tenepp pemman yexats. Myxy
xouercs BepHYyTbca gomou, B Coany, HO noka noxuséM B Illaiitakane, — pasroBapuBasi, MaHTHHa
ycriesia MPUHECTH Ta3WK M KyBILIMH 7151 yMbIBaHus. — Ecnm xouenis, Mory npudecars 1e0s1 O-COJI-
JWICKH, TOT/Ia IUIATOK He HyXeH. CONIMIKN HE HOCAT IUIATKH, KaK UTCBAHKM.

Kanrana 3ameprna, MeJIEeHHO 0OepHYIIach.

— KHA3b pHKazan MHE He HaJeBaTh IJIATOK ?

10 ObLT OBl CKaHJAJ, HaBepHOE. Kak HenpusTHO, emmg u 3T0.

— Her, kua3p nepenait, 4toObl Thl OfieJIach, Kak Xoyellb. EIE OH ckazal, 4To cerogHs Be4epom
mbl ynetuMm B Illaiitakan. TeGe cnemyer codparbesl.

Kanrana nepesena nyx. He Tak Bc€ mioxo. YpoHuna:

— Bbuto 6wl uTO MHE COOMpATh. . .

— 4 nonumalo, — kuBHyna MaHtuHa. — Ecam Xodemb 4TO-TO KyNUTh B JOPOTY, MOKHO
OCNIaTh. ..

— 41 Xo4y cama npouTHCh 1O rOpoay, — ynpsAMo HaxMypuilack KaHraHa.

— Tonbko ¢ paspelieHus KHs3s, Mosi KHATUHA. [locse Toro, Kak Tedst MbITaJIMCh YKPacTb, KHA3b
HE OJJOOPHUT MPOTYJIOK O3 OXPaHbI.

— Xopo1o. ..

Omna, BUAMMO, Tak M OCTaJIaCh IUIEHHULIEN KH:A35. TOJbKO Tenepp — INIEHHULIEW MHOTO POJa.

Jlerets B IllaiiTakan, ceronHs. Ha pyxax nopgaHHble €€ Myka He JIETaloT.

— MsI nonetum Ha gpakoHax, MantuHa?

— Koneuyno. 910 oyeHb yoOHO 1 OBICTPO, THI Ja’Ke HE YCTAHEIIb U HE 3aMep3HEIllb.

KaHraHa KMBHyna, TYT e IMOYYBCTBOBAB JIPOXb II€-TO BHYTPH ceOs. DTo ObLIO CHJIbHEE €€
CMEJIOCTH 1 e€ OraropasyMusi.

— T nerko nagumib ¢ gpakoHaMu, MaHTHHA? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, HEBOJIBHO 3aITHYBILIHCh.
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— KoneuHo, — ynuBHiach ciykaHka, — Thl YeT0-TO oracaelibesi? [JpakoHsl CHITbHBIE, IM B HeOe
HUYEro He CTPAITHO, HU OypH, HUA yparaHbl, HUYero. A yx Korja ¢ TOOOU psiioM KHs13b [bsiH, BoOOIIIe
00SAThCS HEYerO.

— HarepHnoe, ToI ipaBa, — 6eccrpacTHo cormacmiack Kantana. — Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kak JpakoH yHec
MeHSI. .. 1 UX OUeHb OOIOCh.

— INonumato. Ho ato mipoiiger, — yBepeHHO cKa3asia cepasi IpakoHnuiia MantuHa AJBypa, ABO-
1opofHas cecrpa MeHsl AnBYpbl, keHbl Ky3Hela Pas u3 lappasena.

W B ouepenHoii pa3 oHa MOAMBUIIACH CTPAHHOU MPEBPATHOCTH CyAbObL. Kak MOXeT ObITh KHSATHU-
HEW COIIUITICB U KEHOU OOJIbIIOro yepHoro [psiHa. .. [IpsiHa, He MMEIoIIero paBHbIX cede. .. 9Ta Oec-
KpbLjlasi, UTCBaHKA, JOYb Mara, mpokjnHaemoro B Cozjie, KOTOpasi K TOMy K€ JPOKUT, JIMILIb YCIIbI-
1aB O JIpakoHax?

Ha-na, ona xo3siika Illaiitakana. HaBepHoe, [IbsiH 3HaJ, UTO JiesiaJl, KOT/Ia JKEHWICS, U Te 3a0bl-
ThIe OCTPOBA, /10 KOTOPBIX COIMIIIAM TaK JAOJT0 He ObUIO Jiefia, NeUCTBUTEIBHO IJIs1 Yero-To HyKHbI.

A Besib OHa MOXKET CTaTh MaTephlo enié OqHOro [IpsHa, GOIBIIOro YEPHOTO. [IBe KphutaThie KHS-
TMHU HE CMOIJIY, a OHa, OECKpbLIasi UTCBAaHKA — BIOJTHE. VITCBAaHKM Yalle pokaioT CBIHOBEH COIINI-
1[aM, YEM YUCTOKPOBHbIE COIIUNIKH.

B 1Bepb CTyKHY/IM M OHa TYT K€ pacliaXxHysach, BIYCTUB B KOMHATy Mara Beiipa.

— Jloporasi cectpa, Kak Tbl ce0s1 YyBCTBYelIb? — HAYaJl OH, HO TYT e TIOBEJl HOCOM B CTOPOHY
MaHTuHBI, — OTIPaBb CITYKAHKY, 1 MbI [IOTOBOPHM.

Mar ObUT CBEX, CTapaTelbHO MPUYECaH, C UTOJIOUKU OZIET, HA MAaTOBOM YEpPHOM IIEJIKE ero
pybaxy MaroBCKUi MeIajibOH CMOTpeJsicst 0COOEHHO XOpoIro. A odpailieHre «aoporas cectpa» Kan-
TaHy o3agauwio. [a, Beiip e€ ponCTBEHHMK, 3TO BEpPHO, HO OH KOIJa-TO MeYTasl KEHUThCS Ha e
Matepu. Cunrtath ero 6paToM — He CJIUIIKOM Jn?

— OcraBb Hac, MaHTHHa, — OMIPOCKJIA OHA.

Conauiika BbIIILIA.

— 4 cnymiato Te6s, up Mar, — ckazana Kanrana.

— Cecrpa, s Tebe couyBcTBy0. HO, MoBepb, BCE K JydllieMy, — OH JIaXke MoTep pyKHd, — ja-
1a, UMEHHO. Belb Tenephb Thl MOXKeEIIb IPOCUTh Pa3BOja U MOKPOBUTEIBCTBA y KHA35 MHOT'O paHbIlie
JoroBopHoro cpoka. Tel BepHEIIbCs cama u BepHemb [llafitakan mon kopony Kacra, 3to Oymer
JOCTOWMHBIN MOCTYIIOK.

— 51 He noHsa, IMp Mar, — nnpepaja ero KantaHa, — B KakoM ciiydae st MOr'y ITPOCUTh pa3Boja,
U, IJIAaBHOE, 3a4EM MHE 3TO JIe/aTh?

— Ecmu 11 mokunenms MI3yMpyqHbIA 3aMOK JIEBCTBEHHOM, TO MOXEIIb B JajJbHENIIeM oopa-
TUTHCS HAIIPSMYIO K KHS3I0 ¥ IPOCUTh Pa3Bola. DTO CTapblii KACTAHCKUI 3aKOH, jKaJlb, YTO Thl HE
3Haelllb.

— Tol monaraemb, P Mar, 4To s ¥ JAajJbHEWIIeM He MOHAI00Moch MoeMy Myxky? — Kantana
TOPbKO YCMEXHYJIACh.

— B paspHeiiemM — He uMeeT 3HaueHus. [1aBHOe — 37ech, MO/ ITOM KPbILLEH, I1Ie COCTOSIICS
TBOU CBaJIcOHBIN 0OpS/L.

— MMniepatop MHOTO pa3 JaBaj MOHsTh, YTO He coOMpaeTcsl yBaxarh oobryan Kacra.

— VBaxarb? — Mar paccMesuicsl, — HeT, UCTOJIb30BaTh, €CJM HYKHO. Thl HE BUAMIIL Pa3HUIIbI?
Mauteinika, s 371ech, YTOOBI 3aIUINATh TBOM UHTEPECHL. A KOrga-HUOYAb TeOe MOXET MPUTOIUTHCS
Y TaKasi MaJIOCTh, KaK MPaBO Ha pa3BOJ M0 KACTAHCKUM 0ObIYasiM. Thl MOHsIA MEHsI? — OH OBICTPO
ToJIONIe, B3s1JT 32 PyKY, — Thl oHs1a? [Toka mpocto poBepbes!

— §] nonsna, nmup Mar, — OHa OTO/IBUHYJIACh.

— Tsl XOTh U 10HAsI, HO KEHIMHA, — Mal MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO YJIBIOHYJICS, — MOKAIPU3HUYAM,
MIPUTBOPUCH OOJTBHOM, €CJTN BIPYT. .. Thl TOHUMAEIIIb.

KanTtana BbliepHYyJ1a pyKy U3 €ro Kperkoil pyKH.

— 4 nowHsa, nup.
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Ei1 ycnplianHoe He HpaBuiioch. [la, Mama rpocuiia JOBEPSATh 3TOMY. .. IpYTy JETCTBa, HO €Clv
Obl OHa OIOOpsIA. .. BOT 9TO, HACUET Pa3Bojia, OHA ObI camMa 00 ITOM M CKa3asa, Y Heé Obliia BO3MOXK-
HOCTb.

Ona oroluia nojasnelie, ceia Ha Kpal Kpecia, IoKas3ajia Mary Ha Jpyroe.

— IHo3Bonb ciipocuts, up mar. S y3Hana, 4to JBa roga HaszaJ KHa3b Kacra cBaran MeHs 3a
Beiipa. 3a Koro UMeHHO, Thl 3HaeIIIb?

— Pa3Be 310 nHTEpecHO Tenepb? — KakKeTcsi, Mar HEMHOTO CMYTHJICSL.

— Xopollo, 51 HAMUITY KHSKHE, OHa BBISICHUT 3TO JJIs1 MeHs. Mbl IepenuchBaeMcs.

— C OpuraHnoii? — yTouHWI Mar, Xmypsicb, KaHTaHa yTBepaIuTeIbHO KUBHYIIA.

Co cpenneii cecTpoll KacTaHckoro KHsi3st Posesmna KanTtana He TO 4ToOBI Apyskuia, HO oOMe-
HUBAJIACh NAPOU MUCEM B TO/I.

— 41 oTBeuy, — rpycTHO B3110XHYJ Beiip, — 310 51 MeuTan keHuThes Ha Tede. TBoi oTel] oTKazal.
Bo03MOXHO, 3TO K Jyy4IleMy.

— ThI XOTeN KEeHUThCS Ha MHe? — nepecnpocuiia KaHTaHna, He yIMBUBILMCH TAKOMY IPU3HAHUIO,
OTYEro-TO UMEHHO €ro OHa U OKMJaJa, — Thl yMaJl, 51 IOX0Xka Ha MOIO MaTh?

— Ha, s mo6wun TBoI0 MaTh. KaHTaHa, s1 MpoBes BAAIM OT POAMHBI IOJTHE TO/bl, a KOraa Bep-
HYJICS, TOJKEH OBbUT PELTUTh, JKEHUTHCSI MHE WM ITPUHSTH MOCBAIIEHNE B Maru. [locie oTkasza TBoero
OTLA 5 IPUHST MOCBALIECHUE.

— W, momxHO OBITH, TOPAIOBAJICS 3TOMY, KOTJIa YBHEI MO MOPTPET, — C YJILIOKON 3aMeTrIa
Kanrana, — He MHe paBHSTBCSI C MaMOW, s 3Hal0. fI Ha HEe€ CoBCceM He MOX0Xka.

— Tsl oueHb moxoxka Ha He€, — Mar BCTaJ, IIarHys K KaHtaHe u npoTsiHy/1 eil pyKu, — B TOM,
YTO BaKHO JIJI51 MEHS, Bbl OU€Hb [TOXOKH, MOSI IOporas.

He ouenus nopsiB Beiipa, Kantana emy pyk npoTsaruBaTh He cTajia, HalpOTUB, OTKUHYJIACh B
Kpeciie, CTPEMsICh OKa3aThCsl JaJIblLIe.

— O, mar Beiip, u Th TyT, — pa3pazics oT ABepeil rojioc KHs3s [psHa.

Jla, KHs3b MPUIIIEN M CMOTpeNT Ha HUX 0e3 TeHU NMPUBETIMBOCTH. Kak ke HeymaqHo.

— Bor uT0, XpaHuTenb, eciu s eme pa3 3acTaHy TeOs1 B KOMHATaX MOEH KEeHBI, ThI IIOKaJIeelllh, —
ckazai psH.

— Moii kHs13b, — Belip HU3KO0 nokJIoHWICA [psiHy, — Thl HeNTpaBUJIbHO NOHS. IIpocTo KHATMHSA
HYXJAaeTcsl B HEKOTOPOM yTEIIeHUH, U MOU JOIT . ..

— Ecimm g1 emé€ pa3 3acrany TeOs1 HaeAMHE C MOEH KEHOU, ThI MOXkaJieelb, — MOBTOPU [IbsH
CIIOKOMHO, — Thl MOJe€lIb, COIVIACHO JIOTOBOPY, TPU MECsIa MOPOUYUTD €Il FOJIOBY, HO HE HaeJUHE.
ManrtuHa, uiu cioa!l — KpUKHYJ OH.

ManTtuHa 3anuia.

— 41 3anpemaio Tebe OCTaBIIATH MOIO KEHY M Mara HaeiuHe, — OTpbIBUCTO Opocui [psH. — OH
JOJDKEH 3apaHee JI0roBapyuBaThCs O KO0 BCTpeYe, U Thl AOJIKHA MPUCYTCTBOBaTh. [IoHATHO?

— Xopol1o, Mo KH$I3b, — OTBeTHWIA MaHTHHA POBHO.

Kua3p npukasan ciayxkaske, a He camort Kanrane. E1i€ onuH Hamek Ha e€ MOTHOCTBIO 3aBUCH-
Moe TIOJIO)KEeHUe. BecTakTHOCTb, Ha KOTOPYIO OH IPOCTO He 0OpaTH/I BHUMAaHUS, UM HA000pOT?..

Kanrtana He cieprkasa ropbKoil yCMEIIKH, U ycIiesla 3aMETUTh, YTO B IVIa3aX COLIUMKH MEJIbK-
HYJIO couyBcTBHE. Mu eii 310 moka3anocs.

Mar yganwics, nepel STUM BbIpa3UTeNIbHO MorisaeB Ha KantaHy. Trxo BBICKOJIB3HY/IA COJI-
nuiika. KantaHa 1 KHS3b OCTaJIUCh OHH.

— 310 Tebe, — OH MPOTAHYJI ei TIOCKYI0 KOPOOKY, OOTSIHYTYIO0 OapXaToMm.

Kopo6ka B3s1ack B ero pyke Kak Oyaro cama mo cede. Uto xk, e€ oTell Toxke ymes IpoaesbiBaTh
3T1OT (poKyc. 1 pacckasbiBasl, YTO COMAUMIIBI 3TO MOTYT.

UYro oH elmé pacckasbiBai O copauiax?..

Ja ardero moutu. Hudero Takoro, 4to ObUIO OBI MOJIE3HO TEMepb.
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Kanrana oTpbuia KOpoOKy. .. He cpa3y yAajIoch, TYrOil 3aMOYeK CONMpOTUBIsiics. Tam, Ha uep-
HOM Oapxare, JiexaJo. .. HeT, HoKayH, He okepesibe. YKpalleH:e 1715l BOJIOC, THOKast AnaieMa: axyp-
HBIE JIUCThSI, MKy HUMH OJiecTsAIIre KaMHH. [JUBHOE yKpalleHve.

CHayasa oHa BOCXMTHJIACh UCKYCHO CETaHHOW BEIIbIO, a IOTOM TOHSIIA, YTO KaMHH COOpasIH
B ceOsl CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO CBETa TOTO HESIPKOTO JIHS U CJIMIITKOM YK IIEAPO PACCHINAIOT PaTyKHbIN
Oneck. ['panenble aMasbl Takoro pasmepa?..

Jla, ¥ rpaHuI UX UCKYCHEHIIIMI MacTep.

— Kro Hocun ato panbie? — cipocuiia Kanrana.

Takast BeIllb MOKET ObITh TOJBKO JOCTOSTHHEM CEMbH U TIepeaBaThCsl IO HACTEICTBY.

— Hukro, — KakeTcs, KHA3b ClIerka YIUBWICS, — a UTO TeOs BoHyeT? OTHBIHE 9TO Oe3/1eTyIKa
TBOSL.

— Braromapro. Ho 3to cimmikom, — mpodopmoraia Kantana, — oHa CIMITIKOM KpacuBa.

BricTpast u BecbMa caMOIOBOJIbHAS YIBIOKA MeJIbKHYJIA Ha ry0ax KHs3s. U emé, kaxercs, OH
ObLIT HEMHOT'O Y/IMBJIEH.

— CIIMIIIKOM KpacuBOro He ObIBaeT, — 3aMETUII OH, — PUMEPh Oe3 TUIaTKa, 51 XOuy B3IJISTHYTh.

Kanrtana nogonuia k 3epkany. MaHTHHA TOJIBKO YTO YJI0KUJIA €1 BOJIOCHI, TIOTPATUB KYy4y LIMH-
JIeK, ¥ TIOKPbLIA TUIATKOM — TaK, YTO BHIIVISAENIO UAeadbHO. ECi CHSATH MJIATOK Y UCTIOPTUTD MPH-
4ECKY, MPUIETCS OMATh TPATUTh BPEMSI.

— MokeT, 51 MOTOM MPUMEPI0, MO KHSI3b? — OCTOPOKHO MPeAJIokKIIa oHa. — VIHaue Mbl MOXKeM
OIo31aTh K 3aBTpaKy. Tebe nmpuaercss MeHs 10XKUAAThCS.

TeHb HeJJOBOJIBHOTO YAWBJICHHS CKOJIL3HYJIA 110 JIUITY [IbsiHa, 1 OH CcKazal:

— Hapenn. 4 xouy, utoObI TH ObLTa B 9TOM. HafeBaii moBepx cBOEro IiaTka, eciiv 3To i TeOs
BaXHO.

OHa MocrenHo MpUKoJIoia JUaieMy, Oracasich, YTO OH 3aCTaBUT HAJIETh YKpallleH!e Ha Helpy-
KPBITHIE BOJIOCHI, ¥ € ITPUJIETCS B TAKOM BHUJIE UITH 32 UMIIepaTOpcKuii cton. OH He 3aCTaBwJI, OTHAKO
YCMEXHYJICSI, CJIOBHO HACKBO3b BUJIEIN €€ CTPaXH.

— JKeHckue BOJIOCH HEOOBIYAHO KPACHBBI, — CKa3ajl OH, — ¥ JOCTOWMHBI JIIOOBIX JAParolieHHO-
creil. MHe HEMOHATHO, 3aUeM HX MPATATh.

Kanrana mocrecHsilach OTBETHTh, UTO B CHAJIbHE OH CKOJIKO YTOIHO MOKET JII0OOBAThCS €€
Bosiocamu. OHa mpomoJTyaa.

— Tebe unet, — KUBHYI e€ MyK.

Hunanema Oe3yKOPU3HEHHO JIeIVia Ha TOJIOBY, NMPUKpEIUIeHHas: OyJaBKaMH C XPYCTaJIbHBIMU
rojoBkamu. OHa Ka3ajiach COBEpILIEHHOW, HM YOaBUTh HU MpuOaBuTh. HO €€ KpacoTa BbI3bIBajIa
OOJIBIIIE OTOPOITH, YeM BOCXHIIICHUS.

Myx marnyn k Kantane, B3su1 3a pyKy, NOIJIQIWII €€ JIaJOHb OOJIBIIAM MaIbIIEM, He CIiella, TO
JIM JIacKasl, TO JIU OLIEHUBAsI MATKOCTh KOXHU. .. KaHTaHa oIyTHIa JpOKb I1e-TO MEXKIY JIOMATKaAMH.
IIpusATHO 1 TPEBOKHO.

— 41 nanyran 1e6s1 BYepa? — OH YJIBIOHYJICS, — €CJIA MBI HE CTAHEM CIIEIIUTb, TO BCE MOXKET
MOJTYYUThCS, eBouKa. U 1y MeHs, u 1Jis TeOsl.

— Jla, MO# KHS3b.

OHa nogymasia, yTo He IOMHUT Jjake, Kak ero 30ByT. Benp [IbsiH — 310 He umsi? Haso cripocuTs.

— Ioiigem, eciu T TOTOBA, — OH €lIE pa3 OIS e€, Terepb HEIOBOIBHO.

Ha camom nienie oH Jymai o TOM, YTO LIEHTPAJIbHBIA KaMeHb AUAIeMbl, KOTOPBIH CITyCKaeTcs
Ha JIOO, CTOMT 3aMeHUTh Ha Oosiee KpymHbIA. Y xoporno Obl HaliTH sI0JI0YHO-3€JIeHbIH aMas, OyaeT
oueHb 3(PEKTHO BHITIISIIETh.

Nnes otaars a1y Benmuky Kanrane npunuia k [IpsiHy nocie pasroopa c IlxenBepom, KOTOPbIT
MoBeaJl eMy O HACTPOEHUSIX, UTO T'YJISUTM TYT CO BUEpaIllHero Beyepa. Pa3 Tak, To ImycTh CIUICTHUKA
MO3aBUIYIOT STOW POCKOIIH U TIPUKYCAT SA3BIKH, XOTs OBI MOKA.
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— Ho s He mory uaru B 3TOM, — BAPYT PELIUTENBHO BO3paswia KanTaHa, — Takoro Her gaxe y
MMIIEPATPUIIBL. .. 1 HE BUJIeNIa HU pa3y. DTo Oy/leT HEyMEeCTHO.

Onu nipu 1BOpe ummnepatopa. Kaxk ke ObITh ¢ 3TUKETOM?

—UYr0? — Heno e IbHO YIUBUIICS [bsiH, — a Kakoe MHE JIeJI0 IO TOTO, Yero HeT y UMIiepaTpuIlbl ?
[Tyctb 310 BONHYET UMIIEpaTopa.

— Ho... — Kanrana noonennena.

— 4 He nopnanHb uMnepatopa Mrcansl. Tol, 3HaunT, TOXKE. I1ycTh Teneps nepes HUM JieGe3T
apyrue, TeOs 3To He Kacaetcs. $1 comauen, — oH yJbIOHYJICS, — JTIOOOBb K IParorieHHOCTSIM Y Hac B
KPOBH.

Ona Konebanach, ¥ TOT/Ia OH PEIIMTENBHO CKaJl €€ PYKY, XMYPBIM B3IJISIIOM OTMETast BO3MOK-
HbIE BO3PAKEHUS:

— Ioiigem.

Hawmexkast Ha HeKOTOpY10 HeO(PUIIUATIBHOCTh 3aBTPaKa, CTOJI HAKPBLIM Ha TOM ke rajiepee. KHs3b
OTITyCTWI pyKy KaHTaHbl, JIUIITL KOTJJa HACTAJIO BPEMsI Pa30MTUCH 110 Pa3HbIM KOHIIAM CTOJIa, eH clie-
JIOBAJIO 3aHATh MECTO PsJIOM ¢ umreparpuiied, [Ipsiny — ¢ umneparopom. Mare u tetsi Bena yxe
CHUJIEJIA 32 CTOJIOM, HO JOBOJILHO AAJIEKO OT MOYETHOrO MeCTa, KOTOpPOe MOJarajjoch CerojiHsl KeHe
psiHa.

Mama, noxoxe, BOJIHOBAJIACh, T'YCThIE TEHM JIEKAJIM y He€ mon rnazamu. Tersa Bena kasa-
Jack cepauTon. JlaMbl BO3JIe UMIIEPATPULIBI IEPETIAABIBATIMCH CO CTPAHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM Ha JIUIIAX,
CJIOBHO TIBITATUCH CIIEPXKUBATh cMeIlky. Vrunenus yipidanack, 1 KaHtaHy oHa BCTpeTuia C TOU ke
yIBIOKOM, Oe3MATEeKHOH U, B 001IeM, MprBeIMBOM. Ho 3Ta 6€3MSTEKHOCTh M MPUBETIIMBOCTh Pa3-
oumack o cusHYe anMasoB Ha Kanrane. [lnagemMa, ykparamoliast [IapCTBEHHYIO TOJIOBY TOCYAAPhIHU,
noBepx OEJIOCHEKHOTO Y30p4aToro mieika, Obuia ropasjio, Topasao CKpomMHee.

Her, ynpiOka uMriepaTpuiipl HUKy/Ia He Je1ach, HO OT HEe€ MOTSHYJIO XOJIOAKOM.

— l'ocynapwins, — KaHntaHa MOKJIOHMIIACh U cejla HA OTOABUHYTHIN CJIYTOM CTYIIL.

Eil TyT e HanoJHWIN YalllKy TOpsTYUM TPAaBHUKOM, OYeHb TyIIMCTHIM. V apoMaTHbIe OyJI0uKU
Ha OJTI0/Ie BBITJIS/ICNN alleTUTHO, HO €CTh UX PacXOTeJIOCh COBCEM.

— Haneroch, KHATHHSA, Tl XOPOIIIO ce0s1 IyBCTBYeIlb, — OOPOHIIIA UMITEpaTpuIia. — A MBI TYT,
pasymMeeTcsi, TOBOPUM O COJUIMIIIAX, O KOM ke emE. ToabKo 0 HUX U pa3roBopoB. Thl Ternepb 3Haellb
1X OOJIbIIIE BCEX, MOXKET, pa3pelIvillb HAIIIK 3aTPyIHEHUS ?

— He nymato, 4to yxe 3Hai0 UX, MOSI TOCyJapbiHsi, — KpOTKO oTBeTwia KanTtana, u ornwia u3
YallKH.

— MBI TaK ¥ MOHSUTH, — 3aMETHJIa OJJHA U3 CTAPIIHX JIUP, — HO BCE MOXET OBITb. ..

Kantana 6pocuiia B3rJIs]] Ha «MYKCKYI0» CTOPOHY cToja. Befip GecenoBai ¢ MIaimm KHA3eM
Kacra, 1 00a OHU He CBOIWIIN C HEE IUIas.

— MpbI rOBOpHMIIH O COKPOBHITIAX,, KOTOPBIE IKOOBI OXPAHSIOT X APAKOHBI B IEIIepax, TaM Iiejbie
COKPOBHIITHHMIIBI, 3aTIOJTHEHHbIE HECMETHBIMU OoraTcTBaMu. ['epor MpoIuioro oTnpaBiIsiuCh KOTaa-
TO AOOBIBaTh 3TH COKPOBUINA. Thl HaBepHsKA YuTama 00 3ToM, KHArMHA?  chpimana, y KawoOos
npekpacHasi OMOIMOTeKa.

— 41 yurana, Mmos rocygapeiHs, — Kanrana ormycruia B3rysj.

Jluips peus 3amuia 0 COKpOBHUIIAX, BCE JIPYKHO MOCMOTPESIN Ha e€ UaieMy.

— YroObl MOXUTUTH COKPOBUIIE, HAIO CPA3UTHCA C JIpakKoHOM? Benb Tya/bHBIA JOTOBOP HE
pacrpocTpaHsieTcsi Ha COKpOBHIIA?..

— KoneuHno, Her.

— Jla moiiHOTE, KOMY MX y/IaBaJIOCh JOOBITh, T€ COKPOBHIIA?..

Kpyrom roBopun Kakue-to IiIyrnocTd, CO BCeX CTOPOH pa3Hble, U JIMIIb OJIOC UMITepaTPHUIIbI
3aCTaBJIsLT BCEX YMOJIKHYTD U CITyIIATh.
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— JIBaauath JIeT Ha3aJ MOM MYXK IO MPHKa3y MpPeKHEro rocyaapsi BeJ MeperoBophl ¢ KHA3EM
MManusipom u3 CeBeproit Conyibl, — CKa3asia BAPYT JIUPA CPEAHUX JIET B 3€JIEHOM U CEpOM, — OH Opa
MeHs ¢ codoi. Jla, Ha camyio rpanuity. Tam 610 X001HO! ECTh MHOTO OcTpOBOB B CeBepHOM Mope,
Y TaM 3aMKHU. MBI CTbIamy 00 ogHoM 3a0aBHOM oObrdae. O Opavnoii yame. Korma kKHA3b wim ermé
KTO-TO M3 CAMbIX 3HATHBIX MTPHUE3KAET Ty/Ia, EMY IMOJHOCAT HECKOJIBKO Yalll, OH BEIOUpAeT OTHY Yariry
1 00513aH MPOBECTH HOUb C e€ XO3sIMKoM. M 9TO He cunTaeTcss u3BMEHOM ero cyrnpyre! — oHa IarmHy’a
Oy/1ouKy ¢ Omona.

— Ha, 3a06aBHbII 0ObIYal! — 3aMeTHIa UMIIEpaTpHIIa, JTYKaBo B3MIsAHYB Ha Kantany. — Hamma
HOBasl KHATHHS TOXKE TaK CIATAET?

Ta orpaHuumiack JIETKOM OTBETHOM YJbIOKOH. [IpaBriia Xopoiero ToHa MO3BOJSIIA CETOIHS
CKOJIBKO YTOZIHO JIPa3HUTD €€, MOJIOAYIO JKeHY, Jaxe Oojiee TOro — HACTOWYHMBO 9TO PEKOMEHIOBAJIH.
Kak 1 (pprBOIIBHBIE TIECEHKH C YTPa, U MPeIbsBIICHUE OPAYHON MPOCTHIHU.

— Mosxert ObITh, TOTOM KOTJIa-HUOY/Ib OHA HAM pacCKaKeT, KaK KHATHHU K TAKOMY OTHOCSITCS? —
3aMeTuIIa UMIIepaTpuIia, — Beb 0 IOTOBOPY KHATMHS KaHTaHa I0/KHA peryssipHO HaBelaTh CBOe
CEMEMCTBO M Hac. A MOXET, 9TO TaKOW CTapblii, 3a0BbITHI BCeMH 0ObIYaid, KOTOPOMY yXke HHKTO He
ClemdyerT.

— K uemy kusrune KanTtaHe 1IeHUTH TO, UTO el IMOKa He MPUHAIJICKUT? — BBEPHYJIA MOJIOJICHB-
Kasl MPUIBOpHAs JIUpa.

— A MOXeT, HalpOTHB, MPUHAIEKUT? — BO3pa3uiia MOKIIasl, BHIOMpas o4epeHyo OyJI0uKy, —
Be/Ib OpauHBIi 0OPS/I HE MOT COCTOSIThCA Oe3 B3aUMHOM CKJIOHHOCTH. MOXET OBITb. ..

— Hy, urto 310 Takoe! — BrepBble MOgAIa TOIOC JIUPA MPEKJIOHHBIX JIET, KOTOpas JpemMaia Ha
yIJIy CTOJIA, — Mar MOATBEPAWI, 4To JieHHa KaHTaHa BepHyJIach U3 IUIeHAa HETPOHYTOM — 31O pa3! A
1IBa, U3BECTHO, UTO €€ JeprKaJii B3arepTH B OalllHe, YTOObl CKOPMUTD IPAKOHY, & AJIsI TOTO MOAXOAAT
TOJIBKO JIEBCTBEHHUIIbI !

Bce paxe 3amomyany HEHaJOTO U MEPECTAIN KeBaTh, HACTOJIBKO 3TO ObUIO HEOKUIAHHO.

— JloctaTo4yHO, — BIPYT CEpbEe3HO cKazasia umneparpuia UruieHusi, — Mbl Bce IPeKpacHo MOHU-
MaeM, 4To JieHHa KanTaHa JOCTOMHO BBITOIHMIIA CBOU Aoir. OToaauM el JOJDKHOE.

— BoIxonut, Ha caMoM Jiefie JIeHHa BOBCE He BBIIIUIA 3aMYK 7 — HErPOMKO 3aMeTHJIa OJIHA U3 JIUP.

Mmnepatpuiia HeIOBOJBHBIM KECTOM BeJlesia pa3roBOPUMBOM 3aMoiyarh, a Kanrane 3axote-
JI0Ch cOeKaTh U3-3a CTOJIAa HEMEJIEHHO.

— Tl Bcerma Moxelb pacCIMTHIBATh HA HAIY TIOAJEPKKY U TIOKPOBUTEBCTBO, KHATUHS KaH-
TaHa [IpsiHHA, a MBI paCCUMTHIBAEM Ha TBOIO I00POCEPAECYHOCTD, — M IMITEpaTpHIIA 3aliJIa CKa3aHHOE
OCTBHIBIIIM TPABHUKOM.

JanpHeiee BpeMs MPOIUIO B OTHOCUTEJIFHOM MoT4YaHuU. HakoHelnl mMmmepatop mogHsuics,
CJIeZIOM 32 HUIM MMITepaTpulia — 3aBTpak ObUT OkOHYeH. Math nofonuia k Kanrane, u, 6p1cTpo 0OHSIB
€€, cKazaJla TUXO:

— He oGparaii BHUMaHUs. DTO HE CTOUT TOTO, ThI Belb [IOHUMAEIITh, — M OTOIIUIA, [IOTOMY YTO
K HUM Y:xe IEN [IpsaH.

Ero nepexBarui muaanmii KHs3b Kacra, siBHO 3a0BIBIINI COOOIIUTD YTO-TO BakHOE. BOKpyr
Kanransl Ha KOpOTKOe BpeMsi 00pa3oBajiach TOMIMA, 3a0erajy CIyrd, U OHa MOCIENTHO OTOIUIA K
camoi GamocTpae, ctapasch He TepaTh dpsHa. Y BApyr ychbiiana oOpeIBOK pa3roBopa, mpephiBa-
€MBbIil CMEIIKOM:

— Eciu Ha He€ HageTs OosbIlie, TOpa3o OOJbIIIE ITOro OJIECTSIIEro, OHa MOKET U IIOHPABUTHCS
cBoeMy MyXy. KonyHsl JII0OSIT 1parolieHHOCTH, 3TO U3BECTHO.

— Jla 4TO THI TOBOPUILIB?..

— 3710 TouHO! OHM U [1eNAI0T Jy4IlIe JparolieHHOCTU. MHe npuBo3ui otell u3 [lpurpannybs.

Kanrana 3acTpuia, Ho9yBCTBOBaB cedsl TaK, CJIOBHO €€ OKATHIIM XOJIOJHOW BOJIOM.

— Cecrpa? — K Hell TPUOTU3UIICS Mar-XpaHUTeNb, — C TOOOH BCE B mopsiake? 311ech, Ha JTIOSX,
KHSI3b HE MOKET 3alpeTUTh HaM TIOTOBOPUTH, TaK YTO €CITH. ..
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— Her, nup Beiip, — oHa nokavasia rojloBOi, — HUYEro He HyKHO.

— MHe roBopu, 4TO Thl OOMIITBCS UX KUBOTHBIX. .. JPAKOHOB, sI UMEIO B BUIY. TeOs gaxe
YCBHITUTSJTA, YTOOBI BE3TH HA JIpakoHe. DTo mpaBaa?

Omna KMBHYJa, MeuTast 0 ToM, yToObl Betip ymén. Kak Oyaro, mpucMoTpeBIINCH, OH MOT cefvac
YBUIETh U TIOHATH BCIO TIIyOMHY €€ YHFKeHUs U ooubl: «Ecim Ha He€ HajeTh OOJbIle, Topasio
OOJIBLIIE ITOrO OJIECTALIETO. . .».

JlvBHBIE KaMHU, CUSIONIME Ha €€ TOJIOBE, BBI3BAIM Y TIPUABOPHBIX OOJITYIIIEK JIUIIh KeJIaHUe
IMOCMESATHLCS.

— Dro npasaa, p Belip, — paccessHHO coracuiiach OHa, — 3TO HUYETO, s CIIPABIIIOCh.

— Haperoch, uto cMory TeOe momMoub. A cerogHs Te0s KT CIOPIPHU3, UMIIEPATOP YCTpauBaeT
MpeJICTaBJIeHUE.. . .

— Tel TyT, TéTYMIKA? — K HUM MOJOMIEN TJIEMSHHUK KHS351, — POCTH, JIMP Mar, KHs3b BeJes
MHE TTPOBOUTH KHATUHIO. OH HEMHOT'O 3aHSIT.

[TneMsIHHUK 3TOT Ka3aJics Ha HECKOJIBKO JieT crapiiie KaHTaHbl, Tak 4TO ero «TETyIIKa» ObLIO,
KOHEYHO, IITYTKOM, eC/Id He JIETKUM u3jeBareibcTBoM. Ho oH XoTesn yBecTu e€ oTciona. . .

— Ioiinem, — cornlacuiack oHa, — Onaromgapio, up Berip. ..
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I'naa 11. My»ckue pa3roBopbl

Muaqmmii KHA3b HaYasl U3/1ajeKa, v, B CyIIHOCTH, HH O 4eM. [1ouTH 10CIOBHO MOBTOPHIT yKe
CKa3aHHOE YTPOM, Ha BbIcovaiiiieil ayauenimu. Torna [IpsiH momyun, HakoHell, U3 IMIIEPaTOPCKHX
PYK JOJTOKIAHHBIA U CKPETUIEHHBIA KpoBbIo JOKyMeHT. KpoBblo ero u Jluccapa, pasymeercs, u ¢
Maru4ecKuM MOATBEPKACHUEM.

Kanrana torga emg cnaako cnana. [IpsH 3arisaHyn nocmotpets. OHa cnajia, OOHSIB pyKamu
OZIHy M3 MHOXecTBa momyiuek. Takas toHas. U Takas dyxkas nmoka. M takas kpacupas. [xenBep
CTPAHHBIH, €CJIM STOTO HE BUIWT.

JlpsiH BCe ell€ He MOT MOHATh, KaK K Hedl noacTynuThcs. OHU 10 CUX NOP HUKOTAA HU O YeM
He pasroBapuBaiy. He cmesimich BMecTe. Y HUX emé He ObLJI0 HIYero oOIIero, KpoMe TeX KOpOTKUX
HECKOJIBKMX MTHOBEHHH, KOT/Ia X COEIMHMIIA «KUTEHCKasl Marksi». 3a 3TUM cpasy ke MOCIIe10BaIn
pasapakeHue, HeIOyMeHue, IIOYTH HeHaBUCTh. Ternepps Hago ObUIO C 3THM YTO-TO JIeaTh.

Nmneparop Toraa, yrpoM, ymsibancs U myTHil. Becenmicss Harokas, U Bce €ro MpuaBOpPHBIE
TOJKE CTapaTeIbHO CKaIMIIH 3yObl. iMmnieparpuiisl irnnennu e ObUT0, Kak ¥ BOOOIIIE KEHIIMH, KPOMe
eIMHCTBEHHOI — TeTKU ero keHbl. OHa, Kak KJIell, BLeNuIach B Miajuero ka3 Kacra, He orxoauia
OT HEro, XOTS TOT SIBHO He HYXJAJICs B e€ 00IIecTBe.

«Tepnu u ynwpiOaiicss, — nocoeroBan Ixensep. — LllyTuth Hag TOOOW CEropHs MO-BCSKOMY
MoxHO. Hy a HampaBiieHre X mIyTKam Thl 0OeciedrI caM, KHSI3b MOi».

Ara, OH OT keHbl cOeskal, BOT U HarpaBienue. Hy-Hy...

Nmnieparop gocran cepeOpsiHyIo IIKATYIIKY, PACKPBUI, IOCTaJI. .. Kakoi-To amyreT. I1lenkoBbrit
IIHYPOK-OpacieT, Ha HEM JIBe 30JI0ThIe OJISIIKY CO 3HAYKaMHU. [IpsiH oIy THII, Kak Harpsrest [ xemnsep.

— DT0 U3JeNMe HAlllMX MaroB, — CKa3ajl UMIIEPATop C YJIBIOKOH, — IOCTUraeT JBE LIeJH Cpasy:
TIOBBIIIAET U KEHCKYIO MTPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTh, U MYKCKME BO3MOKHOCTH. I cam monb3yioch, — U Tpo-
JEMOHCTPHPOBAJ TAKOH K€ Ha CBOEH pyKe.

KoHeuHo, monryTu, cyas 1o ToMy, Kak pa3BeceMINCh BCe UTCBAHIIBL.

«Knaccryeckast marusi, o4eHb Jierkasi, Ha TeOs He TIONEHCTBYET, MOXEIIb B3Th», — IPOKOM-
MeHTHpoBai [[xensep.

— Brnarogapio, Moii umniepatop, — KHs3b HaJleJI OpaciieT Ha pyKY, — MHE 9TO PeJKO TTOHAI00UTCSI.
JIBaxI1bI B TOJ1, B IOJTHOJTYHHE.

Connuiiipl 3ay/1bI0a1MCh, UMIEPLB HA 3TOT pa3 HE BCe M HE Cpa3y — BHUAHO, COOOpaKalH,
CKOJIBKO IITyTKH B 9TOH HIyTKE.

«Hy, Tbl cka3an, kHa3b. [T1911, e1E UCTIONHUTCS», — 3aMETUJT OIUH U3 MapHEN.

«Tebe ToMBKO Ha MOoNb3Y, OTIOXHEIb Uy Th», — He OMeIIi [ xensep, Toxke, BopodeM, 3a0aB-
JISISICh.

— IIpumu nap Ui TBOei cynpyru, Moii ummneparop, — [IpsiH B3s1 U3 pyk [[xenBepa KOpoOKy,
PacKpbUI, C YIOBJIETBOPEHMEM CKOJIB3HYJI B3IVISIIOM IO BEJMKOJIEITHOMY TAPHUTYPY C aIMa3aMH U
pyOuHaMHU.

ITO HeNpaB/a, YTo IPAKOHBI HE MOTYT PAaCcCTaBaThCsl CO CBOUMU COKpOBUILAMU. KTo 310 BhITY-
man? [IpaBaa To, YTO OHM 3HAIOT B HUX TOJIK, U JIy4Illee JapsT JIMIIb CBOUM KEHIIIMHAM.

— Braronapio, Moii KHSI3b, — UMIIEPATOp, KAKETCS, MOIAPOK OLEHHIL.

ITO NOHATHO, BHICIIME NEPCOHBI UMIIEPUU OTUYEr0-TO JIIOOAT TAKKME BEIlM HUUYTh HE MEHbIIE
JPaKOHOB.

Ha, oy Iy THIM U yabI0anuck. [IpsH BUIEN, KaK HEpaJ0CTHO MMIIepaTopy — OTAaBaTh 3eMIIH,
a He mpucoeanHATh. JI000# cyBepeH XoTen Obl JOCTOMHON KoMrieHcaru. OHM Y4ero-to XOTST OT
Kanransl, u 6yayT TpeOoBath, 3TO ke sCHO. TOIBKO HUYEro MM TYT He OOJIOMHTCH.

He B nepBbiii pa3. Cogauiiipl CIMIIIKOM TOJHATOPENU B TOM, YTOOBI OXPaHATh CBOE. ..
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... Tenepp Opar Bragpiku Kacra roBopwmi o apyxoe. O Tom, 4TO Y KHsI351 €cTh 109b. U 0 TOM,
YTO XOPOIIO OBl CHIHY KHsI3$1 TPOBECTH Kakoe-To BpeMsi B Cofjie, a ChIHY WJIM TUIEMSIHHUKY KHSI3S
— B Kacre. Kacr — He UtcBana, nomuepkHy/1 Mulaaiunil KHsa3b. 910 BoBce He MTcBaHa. 1o 3emus,
Ha KOTOPOH KOIZa-TO B BEJIMKOM MHOKECTBE KWJIM JpEeBHUE JpakoHbl. [a-na, Te, KoTopble Korja-
TO BBIMEPJIU.

JbsH yauBUIICA.

— B BenmkoM MHOxecTBe? Bbl HAXOAMIM UX KOCTU B BEJIMKOM MHOXkecTBe? Vm kak?..

— OT4Yero-To cuUMTaeTCsl, YTO OT JIPAKOHOB HE OCTaBaIOCh KocTel. Korma s ObUT MaibumKoM,
TOXE 3aJaBaJICsI BOIIPOCOM, IouemMy 3710 Tak. Ho ecim Ov1 oI moxkut B Kacte, mocimymiias Haim ckaskH,
Hai recHu! B paHHeM JieTcTBe st ObUT yBEpeH, UTO KOTJAa-TO Ha HaIllel 3eMile TOJIBKO APAKOHbBI 1
KUJIH.

— 41 6yny pan koraa-HUOYIL HABECTHUTH Bac, — ooderman [IbsiH, — ¥ J1a, 3TO MpaB/ia, OT IPAKOHOB
BPSJI JI OCTIUCH Obl KOCTU. OT HBIHEIITHUX TOXE He OCTaETCs.

— Bor kak?..

— Ocraetcs Kyuka neruia, — NosicHWI [IpsiH, — Tesa IpakoOHOB CKUTAIOT IPyrye JPaKOHBI.

— O-0, BOT Kak. DTO OYeHb UHTEPECHO.

— HaBepnoe. Hacuet 6payHbIX TipeioskeHHid 1 0OMeHa MaJIbuMKaMU — 3TO TIPEKAEBPEMEHHO,
Jp.

— Ho Benp 1 He UCKJTII0YEHO? — MaJIOCTh OTOPYMJICS TOT.

— HuuTo B 3TOM KU3HU HE UCKITIOUEHO, — YKJIOHWICA [IbsIH OT MPSIMOTO OTBETA.

ITO BCE paBHO O3HAYAJIO «HET».

— Sl nepenam cBoemy KHs1310. Emmié oqHa mpock0a, KHs3b. OHa KpaiiHe BakKHa, HO 51 HE PEIUIICS
BBICKa3aTh e€ npu rocygape. Jleno kacaercs kHskHbl Kpyra Kacra — TBoel jkeHbl, KHS3b.

Oto [IpsiHY yXke He IOHPAaBUIIOCh.

«Jlsa1517 — HeKCTaTh OKJIMKHYIM ero Apaail. — [103Bojb MHE MONPOCUTh y HETO BOCIIOMUHAHUE
0 ApakoHe. u jyyiiie Thl caM ero CpoCUIIb?»

«51 cam», — OTBETWJI OH, J]aB MOHATb, YTO MOAXOIUTb U MELIATh HE HYKHO.

Onu 006 3TOM y)e ToBOprM HakaHyHe. ChIH €ro cecTpbl YpOAUJICS Ha PEJKOCTh BhEJIUBBIM
napaem. Mnu crout ckazars — modo3HatebHbIM? Ero 3auHTepecoBaia Mesioub, Ha KOTOPYIO MaxHyJT
pyKo# gaxe JlenBep: Kakoro ApakoHa, OXOTSIIErocs B ropax, MOT BUAETh B IETCTBE MJIA/IINIA KHS3b
Kacra? MosHO Besib B3IVISIHYTh?

JLJ1s1 BCSKOTO COAMIALIA OYEBUIHO, UYTO HUKAKOTO. [lpakoHaM HU K yemy oxotuthcsi. Ho Apnait
CJIMILIKOM HeJaBHO cTal copauiueM. A Jlxxeasep mpocTo cnucan yTBepKAeHUe MIIQILIETO KHSA3S Win
Ha JIOXKb, WK Ha 3a0y)aeHns pebeHka. Beerna porommsiil [xensep.

— 4 cnymato Te6s, mp.

—TBos xeHa Kuskna Kpyra, — noBTopri Mitaaimumid KHs3b 3HAUYUTEIBHO, — OHA yHACJIeJoBaja
KPOBb, JAIONIYIO il IPaBO HOCUTD 3TOT TUTYJ. Kak TeGe n3BectHo, 3akoH Kpyra orMeHEH ummneparo-
pom. [Toatomy oTell TBOe# KeHbI He TIO3BOJIWII € BBIMOMHATH 00s13aHHOCTH KHsxHBI Kpyra. S nepe-
naio Tebe mpockOy X paHuTesl, KOTOPHIX MEYETCs O TPAIUIMSIX U HepymrMocTH Kacra: B cBoe BpeMs
MIPUIILTA KPOBb TBOEH JOUYEpH Ha uctibiTaHue B OOuTesns, 1 mo3Bodb el Obith KusokHoi Kpyra Kacra.

JbsH yauBwiIcsa. MHOroBaToO OHU XOTAT, HAJIO CKA3aTh.

— 1 ycapiman Tedsi, Mp, — cKazal OH, — HO B YeM cMBICA? Mosl JKeHa yHaclieoBaia KpoBb,
naonyto e mpaBo Ha Illaiitakan, yemy s paa. Ectb emié uyto-1o?

— 3aBetsl npenkoB. OT TOro, HACKOJIBKO MBI MM ciieyeM, 3aBucuT Oynayiee Kacra. Tol Benb
TOXE CJie/lyelllb 3aBeTaM CBOMX MPeaKOB, KHsI3b Comibl?

— 4 Becb BHUMaHUE, JIUP.

— Kus13b nomken Opartsb B skeHbl KHsokHy Kpyra, 1eBymiky, KpoBb KOTOPOH IPOIIUIa UCTIHITAHUE
B O6utenm Xpanuteseid. Tak v MPOUCXOIWIIO THICSYHM JieT. .. KacT cTos u GaroeHCTBOBAI, Hallla
CKyJIHAasl 3eMJIsl JaBaJia MIPOIIMTAHUE BCEM, U 3eMJIsI HE JpOKasla, U TOPOAa HE PYLIMIIUCh.
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— 4 nonsn, — BcnoMHun [lpsiH, — 3eMJIeTpsiceHUe y Bac TpM roja Hazag. 51 couyserByio. U uto
e, Ballli XPaHUTENN CBSA3BIBAIOT 3TO C HAPYIIEHUEM KaKMX-TO 3aBETOB?

— 910 Bcem u3BecTHo. Ham oten, kusa3bp Kacra, B cBoe BpeMsi KEHWICS HA HEMOAXOMSIIEN
nesymike. [IpaBya, oHa ObUIa BTOPOM KEHOM, a Y HEro yxke ObUIM CHIHOBbSI OT MPEAbIAYIIEero Opaka.
OHn mo0wun Hamy Math. Ho Tak uiam mHaue Marusi Bcerga Oblla IIEMEHTOM, CKPETUISIONIMM OCHOBBI
3TOro MUpa...

KHs3p momMopiuics, oH TepreTb He MOT' TAKME MHOTO3HAYUTEIIbHBIE U TYMAHHbBIE BBIPAKEHUS.
ITpocroe n NoHATHOE MpsAYeTcs 32 HUMU TaK, YTO HE PACKOIAEIlb.

— KHAa3b, KEeHIIWH, UMEIOIUX HYXHYI0 KPOBb, OCTAJIOCh HEMHOI'O, — IPOAOJIKAI MJIAJIINNA
KHSI3b, — IO JIBE-TpU B Kaxaoul cembe Kpyra. JInmb ogHa OpauyHOro Bo3pacra, OHa BBIIIUIA 3aMYX
BYEpa — TBOSI CyIpyra, KHs3b. Ellle IBe JeBOUKM CKOPO BOMIYT B OpauHblii BO3pacT. [IBe emié coBcem
MaJieHbKMe. Buaunib, Mbl leHUM Kaxayio. Y TBou godepu, KHSI3b. ..

— 41 noHsaun, — kuBHYN IpsH, — TYT €CThb, O 4YeM nogyMars. biarogapro.

ITO TOXE 03HAYAJIO «HET», HO MOAYMATh JEUCTBUTENILHO CIIEA0BAIIO.

WrHopupysi HeoyMeHHBII B3IJIsIT KACTaHLA, MOJYYHMBIIETO CTOJb HEKOHKPETHBIN OTBET, OH
MOMTPOCHIL:

— Jlup, yIOBIETBOPU MOE JIIOOOTBITCTBO U TIOKAXKH JPAKOHA-OXOTHUKA, KOTOPOTO ThI BUIET B
nercrse. [IpocTo BCOMHM, 1ail MHE PYKY, U 51, C TBOETO pa3pellieHus1, yBUKY BOCIIOMUHAHKE.

Kacranen nokone6ascsi, HO pyKy MpOTSIHYJI, CO CJIOBAMHU:

— TBou monu, kaxercs, He nosepuan MHe. Ho 3to npasaa.

W [Ipsir yBugen. Pannee yTpo, 107KHO ObITh, O4eHb paHHee. [opbl, CKaJTUCThIe, HETPUCTYITHBIE.
W yepHbIil ApakoH, KOTOPBII CTPEMUTENIBHO CHUkAJICS. BOT OH ynas BHU3, B yIle/be, a TOTOM B3MbLI
C KO30M B Jiarnax.

C MepTBOI KO30i, OH pa3ofpas e€ mepel TeM, Kak YHeCTU. YBUJICHHAsI KapTUHKA ObLlIa TAKON
710 MeJIoueld TOYHOM, UTO He MOXOuia Ha (paHTa3uu peOeHKa.

— bnaronapio, — [IpsiH OTIycTHII pyKY KacTaHLa, — 3TO MHTEPECHO. | OBOpHILIb, TBOH OTell 3arpe-
THJI 00 3TOM pPacCKa3blBaTh?

— Ha. Tlotom 51 BcTpeyvan Jojiedd, KOTOpble TOXe BUEaU 3Toro apakoHa. He tonbko s1. Ho
HUKTO HE CTaHEeT KpUyarh, Thl NOHUMaellb. [ToyeMy Bbl, COAIMIILIBI, HE KelaeTe MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO
HACTOJIBKO OYEBU/IHO?

«[ToroMy 4TO £, IEMOHBI Jieca ¥ TOP, HUKOTJa HE €J1 KO3 KUBbeM !» — nogymai [psH.

— Brnaronapio, — moBTOpwII OH. — A cyap0y Hallel 1ouepr 00CyKJaTh MOKa paHo. Y MeHs Be/lb
e€ MoxeT 1 He ObITh. HO ecim 3axouens pacckasaTh 4TO-TO O BalmXx KHspkHaX Kpyra, uro mue, mo-
TBOEMY, CJIE[lyeT 3HaTb... — OH MHOTO3HAUUTEJIbHO [TOCMOTPEJ HA KACTaHIIA.

Tor 3akuBaz. YTo kK, MOKET, OHU €IIIE U TTOTOBOPAT. ..

KaprtrHa npakoHbeil 0X0Thl 00ecioKoMIIa KHsI3s1 OoJble, yeM nperen3uu Kacra Ha ero Oymy-
IIMX JoYepell U TyMaHHbIe OTCBUIKM K 3aBeTaM IpedkoB. B koHIle KOHLIOB, 3akoH Kpyra ectb He
tonbko B Kacre. B 10i1 ke cocenneil Bunere Koposib He KOPOHYETCsl, €CJIM OH HE KEHaT Ha KHSIKHE
Kpyra, HO Tam KHST’KHa MOXKET ObITh M He KPOBHOM JJOUEPBIO, UX YIOUEPSIOT. . .

N Huuero, ropel He pyarcs.

Ho - cymacimennmii gpakon? W yBepeHusi B TOM, 4TO MOJOOHOTO JIPAKOHA BUEIU HETABHO
Y Herojaseky orcioaa?

ITpocto nmprunHa 3TOM JIKM HEMOHATHA. J[J0JKHO OBITh OOBSICHEHHE.
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I'maBa 12. 2KeHa HacCHJIBHO

[TnemsinauK kHs135 noBEN KaHTtaHy 110 e€ KoMHaT. Be€ ObLIo, Kak OOBIYHO, M CTpaka CTosuia
y nopora.

— He ckyuait, — ckazain oH. — Eciut [IpsiH TeOs1 OTITYCTUT MPOTYJISITHCS, ST MOTY COCTaBUTh KOM-
nanuio. M BOT 4TO, THI OBI MOYaIlle yabpidanack, a, TETymka?

Bor ke Haxayn! OHa misiHy/na CepauTo M CKpbLIach 3a cBoeH Bepbio. [Ipomuiack no nokosm,
WA CONLAUNKY.

— Mauruna? Trel rne?

3arsHyna B rapaepoOHyIo, B CAJIBbHIO — MYCTO. ..

TyT oTKkpblIach HU3Kas ABEPKa, 3a KoTopylo KaHTaHa elg He 3armisipiBajia, U B KOMHATy Liar-
HYJI... Mar ['onaH coOCTBEHHOM MEPCOHOM.

ToT camslii, KOTOpBIA OeceJoBaJl C Hel Tiepe] CBaIbOOM.

— Jlupa Kanrana, noporasi, — ckasal OH, — IPMMHU HaIllM NO3/ipaBiieHusl, upa. To, uyTo ¢ Todoi
MPOU301LIO, BHYIIAET HAM HEMaJIble HAJEeXK/bl, — OH HE CIIellla O] €€ BClo, OT AParoleHHOU
JUAJIEMBI 10 HOCKOB TY(elb.

KanTana ¢ Tpynom yaepxanack OT BOpoca, 4To OH uMeeT B Buay. Hy a cnpammBars, 4yto mar
Jenaer B e€ KOMHaTax, TOUHO He crieoBaio. U kyna mogeBanack MaHTHHA. .. 00 9TOM OHa CIIPOCUT
y MaHTUHBI.

— Brnaropapio, up mar, — ckasana Kanrtana. — Ho, kak HM paayioT MeHs BCTPEUH C TOOOW,
6010Ch, MOW CYIPYT. .. MIOMMET MOIO PaJJOCTh ITPEBPATHO.

— Hoporoe nuts, — 'onan oTeyecku yabIOHYJICS, — s JIIOOMIT U [IEHWJ TBOETO OTIIa KaK OHOTO
u3 Jydimx MaroB WtcBaHsl, a TeOs 3Hau enié pedeHkoM. S Oymy KpaTtok U He OTKpoBeHeH. [Ipocto
noBepb MHE. Thl HE I0JKHA NMOKMHYTh VI3yMpyqHbIi 3aMOK J€BCTBEHHULIEH. MHave. .. Tak cKaxewm,
TBOSI CECTPA, MAJIBIIIKA DT, OTITPABUTCS HA BOCIIUTAHKE B KaKyI0-HUOY/Ib OUeHb JaJTbHIOI OOUTETh,
Y Ballla MaTh HE YBUJUT €€ JIET HIECTh. .. 10 CAMOIO 3aMYKECTBa.

— Ho noyemy? — ¢ Tpynom pasienwia ryost Kanrana.

— TToromy 4TO 3TO CrOCOO TpOIIE OOBACHUTBCSA ¢ TOOOH. [TOMHM, ThI HEe JIOJKHA TOBOPHUTH
HUYEro CBOEMY MYKY, IOTOMY YTO OH MOTpedyeT OOBbSICHEHUIA, KOTOPbIE MBI HE MOKEM €My [1aTh.

— Ho mory mu s1?.. — KanTana nogymasia o JlxenBepe, KOTOpbIi CUJIbHBIA Mar.

Cymeer i1 OHa He OTBETUTbh, €CJIM OH CIIPOCUT?

— Moxenib, KHATUHSA, — [J1a3a Mara XMIHO CY3UJIUCh.

OH OBICTPO BBIHYJ U3 CKJIAA0K OJEk/Ibl MATIEHbKUI (DIaKOH U MaxHYJ UM niepen juiioMm Kan-
TaHbl, OHA yCIIeJIa JIMIIb OTIIATHYThCS. 3anaxjio KaKOM-TO CMECBI0 TPSTHOCTEN, JOBOJIbHO MPUSTHO.

— ManeHnbkoe, XOpoIII0 HACTPOEHHOE CHHEe 3aKJISAThe, — CKa3all Mar, — OHO TIOMOXKeET TeOe MOJI-
yarb. M pasmisaaets ero cnoxHo. Tel moHsna? Y momHM, BCE 310 B TBOMX MHTepecax. [locrapaiics,
KHSITHHS, — OH BBIJICJTIII TOJIOCOM OOpallieHue, Mpo3ByJaBIiiiee TOPKECTBEHHO U 3JoBere. — Crenaii,
U s1 00elao, 4to OOJIbIIe He CTaHy YTO-TKO0 y TeOst TpeOoBath. [Ipa3HuK 1Mo cTydaro cBaIb0bI POo-
nomxkaetcs. [TycTb TBOM My yOJIMYHO MPEAbSBUT MPOCTBIHIO, YTOOBI HU Y KOTO HE OBLIO COMHEHUIA.
Vcnexa Tebde, — B3MISA/L €ro ITOYTH MTHOBEHHO OTTAsIjI, CHOBA CTaB OTEYECKUM U MATKHM.

— T obemaentpb, sup [oman? Yto Gosblie He cTaHenb TpeboBath. Y Moo cecTpy He TPOHYT?

— a, xaarun4a. JIao tede cI0BO UMEHS.

On ymien, B Ty xe aBepb. [loutu cpasy Kanrtana 3arisiHyna Tyga, Tam ObUIO UTO-TO BpO[e
MaJICHbKOTO KaOMHeTa, U — HUKOTO, ITyCTO.

[Topran B oqHOM U3 e€ komHat. Her cios.

A 3aBTpdK C HMHCp&TpHHCﬁ ObUT TAKUM IMYCTAKOM, OKa3bIBACTCA.
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Bazouka ¢ AMHHBIM TOpPJIOM M3 Pa3HOIBETHOTO CTEKJa yIOOHO Jera B pyKy, U KaHrtana c
pa3Maxy IIBBIPHYJIA €€ B CTEHY — MEJIOJMYHbIN 3BOH, M BA30UKa OCHINAJIACh I'PYION OCKOJIKOB.

Korma-to ona, Kanrtana Kaio6a, caMOBOIBHO 00pyYHIIach ¢ YYEHUKOM OTIIA — UCKJIIOUUTETBHO
3aTeM, 4TOObl TIONTH BOIIPEeKH Bojie poauTenei. [lomyumnoch, YTo OHM 3TOTO JIaXe HE 3aMETHJIM.
Tonbko [lan octancs oOwkeHHbIM. XOTsI, KOHEUHO, OH HEe MOXET He TIOHUMAaTh, YTO UX Pa3pbiB —
BHHA He €€, a 00CTOSTENILCTB.

Ona Gbu1a OBl eMy XOpolllel keHOH, HaBepHoe. KaHTaHy Torna mpsiHUI0 cOOCTBEHHOE CBOEBO-
nwe, el ObUIO PaJOCTHO OTTOTO, YTO OHA COOMpasach MOCTYIUTh, Kak caMa penmia. Hagoeno ObITh
TMIOCJTYIITHOM JI0YKOM, MOKOpHOH KykJioi! Kak xke rryno. K e€ nmuuHomy OyHTY MpOTHB OTLIA HE Clie-
noBayio npuruieTats [llana. On xopormii. Y oHa eMy 1aBHO HpaBHJIaCh — HE ypOUKa ke OHA, YTOObI
TaKoe He MOHUMaTh. BOT, mourpasace.

Cawmo IlpoBuenue Hakazano e€ 3a TOT DIYIbIA MOCTYNOK. [loxuilieHre qpakoHOM, 3aTOUeHHe
B OariHe, Bo3BpalieHne — U CBOOO/BI He CTaJI0 COBCeM. Tereph He OTell MSATKO, HO HACTONYMBO TPH-
HY)X/1aJ € CJIeIoBaTh B pyciie CBOeH BOJH, Terepb umneparop u maru u3 CoBera TpeOOBau, yrpo-
’Kast MaTepy U CecTpe.

Ito npugercs caenarb. Ho kak?!

Mar ckazan, yTo 310 nociaenHuil pas. 1 uro ke, e cnenyer Beputh? He cinenyer. OHa u He
CTaHeT.

Ho smo npunercs cnenats. Kak eit, neByike, elié He 3HAIONMIEH MYXUWH, CKJIOHUTb K 3MoMy
COOCTBEHHOTO MYXa, KOTOPBII TAKOBBIM CTaTh OTYEr0O-TO He skeaeT? OH MOCMeETcs Hafl e€ YKIM-
KaMH, U TojbKo. 1 — cerozius, 10 oTbe3na. ..

MozxeT, CTOUT OTCPOYUTH OTHE3N?

Yero Kantane He mprxoquiio B rOJIOBY, Tak 3TO He mociymaTtbest Mara ['ogana. la u HUKOMY
31ech He MpUIUIO Obl Takoe B rojioBy. [lous e€ oTiia He Moria He MOHMUMATh, YTO ITO CIUIIKOM
Cepbe3HO, JIaXe eCIIH AEJI0 KacaeTcsl HACTOJIBKO JIMYHOTO.

Ho nouemy?

Uro HenoroBapuBaeT mMar ['onan? Bripouem, gaxe e€ CKpOMHBIX MTO3HAHU JIOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI
MperoJiararh. ..

— Kusaruns, yro npoucxoaur?

Kantana He 3amernia, kak npunuia Mantuaa. M BHUMaHWe TOW cpa3y MPUBJIEKJIN OCTaTKU
Basbl.

— 51 yponuna, — o0bsicHuiia Kanrana.

— Kenaenb, yToOHI 51 cKJlenIa? — He I0XKUAASICh OTBETA, COIJIMIKA IPOTSHYJIA PYKH B CTOPOHY
KyYKH CTeKJIa ¥ MPUHSJIACh TBUTATh UMH, CJIOBHO CMaThIBasi HeBUIMMbIC HUTKH, a Ba3a cama coOou
cTasia cOOMpaThCsl, KyCOUKH MPUPACTAIN OJUH K APYTOMY.

Kanrtana TONIBKO MOpPrHyia.

— Tsl Mmaruuka?

— Her. D10 yacTh MOEl ceMEeHHOW CHJIBI — JIeIaTh LEJBIM TO. .. YTO HEJABHO OBUIO LIEJIbIM.

— 51 He mpocua Teds, — Kantana oTBepHynach.

— CHoBa pa3ouTh? — MaHTHHA YyIBIOHYACh, HO pa30MBaTh HE CTajla, BMECTO 3TOr0 Ba30uKa
cama TpbIrHYyJIa Ha MpeXHee MecTo, — Te0e HPaBUTCS TONAPOK KHsI3sl, KHATUHS? — OHA TMOKa3asa
B3IVISIIOM Ha JIUAJIEMY.

— Her, — pe3ko oreerusna Kantana, — BUJHO, MHE HE UJET.

Ona caepHyna [uazeMy ¢ TOJIOBbI M Opociiia Ha CTOMMK. Y mogymara: a ecim CripoCcuTh y COfl-
nuikn? OHa MOXET 1aTh COBET, KaK COOJIA3HUTH €€ KHA3H?

Her yx, 310 11 BOBce rutyno. [laxe ecnu Obuto ObI YMHO, CITPOCUTDh Takoe KaHTaHa He mocmerna
OBl

— OcropokHee, KHSTUHS, — B TOJIOCEe COAAMAKY CKOJIb3HYJI XOJIOMIOK, — KHSI3b CaM 3TO CAenall,
€CJI1 TIOBPE/IUIIIb, OH OropuuTcs, 51 aymato. Ho Tel paBa. TeGe Takoe 1moka He OYeHb HJET.
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— Yro ThI ckazasia? — Teneps Kantana yaquBuiace.

[TpUBBIKHYTH K HAXaJIBHBIM COIIMACKHMM CITy’KaHKaM. .. VJIM HE CITy)KaHKaM. .. ISl U”TCBAaHCKOM
JIMPBI IEMCTBUTENIBHO JIEJIO0 HE TPOCTOE.

— ThI JOJIKHA CUATH HE MEHBIIIE 3THUX aJIMa30B, — [VIA1 Ha He€, CIIOKOMHO cKa3ajia MaHTUHA. —
A TBOSI TOPAOCTh U YBEPEHHOCTh B ceOe TOMKHBI BECUTh OOJIbIIIE, YeM Ta Kyda 30JI0THIX JUPPOB,
KOTOpbIE 3TH aJIMa3bl CTOAT. BOT Koraa 3To ciy4uTces, Toraa U yBUAMIIb, Kak TeOe K JIUILY AparoreH-
HOCTH JIbSIHOB.

KanTtana kycHyna ceOs 3a ryOy U oTBesa B3I/,

— Xopolto, 51 HOAOXKAY, — YPOHHIIIA OHA, — a TIOKa YOepH 3T0 B Py TIsp.

— He yOwupaii, — cka3ai KHs3b.

OH npuinén u crosin B aBepsax. Uto xe oH ciiplman?..

Connuiika TyT ke yoexana. A KHsA3b mprOnusmics k Kantane. MenieHHo.

— T oropuena? Yrto ciydnsiock? — OH MPOBEJ MaJbIEM 10 € MOA0OPOIIKY.

— 51 He custio, y MEeHsI HET TOPIOCTH M YBEPEHHOCTH, U 51 He JOCTOMHA, — OHA C BBI30BOM B3IJIsI-
HyJIa Ha HETO.

Ei1 xoTenock, 4ToObl OH BO3pa3wil M HaYaJl yTelaTh, XOTs1 Obl MOMbBITAICS, HO OblJTa YBepeHa,
YTO OH 3TOTrO JiesiaTh He cTaHeT. OH U He cTasl. 3aT0 HErPOMKO PaCCMesiICS.

— Ha. Tel mpocTo pactepsiiach. ITo HUYEro. Y 1edsi eCTh BpeMsi OCBOUTHCS, 51 HE TOPOILTIO.

OH He toponut. Kakas meapocts. OH cornacuics, 4To OHa HeJJOCTOMHa !

— 41 TeGe He HykHa, TIOSTOMY MOTY OCBaMBaThCs €I CTO JIeT?

— CT10 n1€T? — OH YAWBJIEHHO MTPUTIOIHST OPOBb, — THI IIEHUIIIb CE0s CTOJIb HU3KO?

Her, onpeneneHHo, cOOMa3HATh MYKYMHY TAKMM 00pa30M — MOHAI00STCS BCe ABECTH JieT. Ero
B3DJIsA]] ObLT MSITOK M CIIOKOEH, HO 0€3 TeH! TOro UHTepeca, KOTOPbIi TpeOOBaIC.

W ona nepHysa 3a y3es riaTka, CTalpIa ero ¢ roloBbl. PacmyIieHHbIe BOJIOCH COOa3HUTEbHBI
— KaKeTcsl, TaK yTBepKAasia Kakasi-To U3 TETOK.

— 4 Xo4y 3TO CHATH, — MPOOOPMOTAJIA OHA B OTBET Ha €ro ClierKa HeJIOyMEHHBIN B3IJIs, —
rojioBa OOJHT.

JpsiH 320pait y He€ TIaTok, OpOCUi Kyaa-To, MOJHEC PyKHU K e€ BOJocaMm, H... BCE IIMIIbKH
BBICKOUMJIM Pa30M, MPHJIUITHYB TOJIOBKaAMU-OYCHHKAMU K €T0 JIQJIOHSIM.

UyaHoe olnyIeHue, Tak 0CBOO0XKIATHCS OT IITHJIEK. . .

OH crpe6 ux B ropcTh ¥ OPOCKII HA CTOJUK, U TYT e 3aIyCTUI 00e pyKH B €€ BOJIOCHI, TTPO-
MycKasi MeX]1y MaJiblieB TsOKeJble rafakue npsaau. W sto 6suto, nmoxamyi, npustHo. Kantana naxe
IIarHyJia K HeMy, OKa3aBILICh COBCEM OJIM3KO, M 3aIPOKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, HEXACh OT €ro MPUKOCHOBE-
HUI, ¥ 3TO OBLIO KaK-TO XOPOIIO U MPABUJIHHO.

Bor eciu Obl OH HE OCTaHABIMBAJICS, M TOT/IA. . .

— Iloromu-ka, — OH HEMHOTO OTOABMHYJICS, B3SUI JHaJeMy, KOTOpas, Kak KMBas 3MeEWKa,
TMIOCJTYIITHO U OBICTPO CKOJIB3HYJIA B €T0 pPyKax, U Hajed Ha KaHTtaHy, mompaBui e€ BOJIOCHI, pacrpe-
Aensisi Mpsiid, — Tak Kyaa jgydine. Tak mpocTo oTm4HO. Xouellb MOCMOTPETh?

OOHS#IB 3a 11e4H, OH MOABEN € K 3epKaJly, CaM CTaJl 03311, ¥ 3epKaJIo 0Tpa3uiio odoux. Mx
B3IJIS/Ibl BCTPETHITHUCK. .. TaM, B 3acTeKobe. OHa HEJIOBKO YJIbIOHYJIACh.

— He ormyckaii rmasa, — menHyJs1 oH, — cMoTpu Ha cedst. HpaButcs?

CTpaHHO OBLIO CTOSITH, MPUKUMASICh CIIMHOM K MYKYHMHE, B aJIMa3HOM JJMajieMe Ha pacIlyIieH-
HBIX Bosiocax. M B mazax y TO IEBYIIKHM, YTO CMOTpeJa U3 3epKajia, KaKeTcs, MOsBIJIOCh YTO-TO
HOBOE, HE3HAKOMOE, U OHM TeTiepb OJIeCTeNn 1 Ka3aJuch sipye.

Ona kuBHYyaa. OH ynbIOHYJICS, pa3BepHYI €€ K cede U TOIeI0Bas B TyObl, CAEPKaHHO MOIeNI0-
BaJI ¥ TIPOCTO. DTO OBUIO MPUSITHO, HO, KaK TMOHsJIA Jake HEUCKYIIeHHasi B Takux fenax Kanrana,
HE T0/Ipa3yMeBaJIO MPOJOJIKEHUSI.

— Troii [llaiiTakan UHTEpeCHOE MECTO, — CKasas [bsiH, — ¥ OHO CBSI3aHO C TOOOM Yepe3 KPOBb.
Tam TbI, HABEpHOE, MIOYYBCTBYeIllb ceOs1 MHAYe, CTAHEIllb TAKOM, KaKoi U jokHa. Tebe Tam noHpa-
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BUTCS. A 371eCh MBI He joMa. [[kesiBep MmocTaBwl 3aBechl Ha 3Ty KOMHATY, ¥ Ha Ty, IJIe KPOBaTh, YTOOBI
OBbIBIIIME JIPY3bsl TBOETO OTIIA He moacMarpuBayii. Ho 3a octayibHOE OH He py4aeTcs. A MOM MapHU
TaK W XUBYT TYT, 3Hasl, YTO pacCIadIAThCSI HEb3s.

— A Kako¥u 51 T0/KHA OBITH?..

— He 3Hato, — OH 3acmesiyics, — TOCMOTPUM. A TTOKa cOOMpPaiCs, MOMPOIIANCS C POJIHBIMHU.

— Her, Tak Henb3s, — OBICTPO CKa3ajia OHa, OTBe/Is B3MISL. — S He MOTy Tak. ..

— He moxenib — Kak? — He MOHSLT OH.

— Bce cumraiot, uTo 51 He HyXHa TeOe. Thl MpeHeOperaeib MHOW Ha BUAY y BCEX, XOTS MOT
Obl. .. ThI BHICTABMIJI MEHS Ha TIOCMEIIIHIIIE.

— Yro?.. — ero ri1asa Cy3uinch, — Thl CEpPhE3HO?

— Hag moeii matepbio OynyT cmesThes. M Han cecTpoid. A koraa el mpuaeT BpeMsl BHIXOOUTh
3aMyk, 00 9TOM OyayT OoNTaTh 3a € CBafieOHbIM CTOJIOM. . .

Kantana 6eccoBecTHO crymiana Kpacku. KoHeuHo, BCE He Tak CTpAIIHO, HY, TOOOJITAIOT KaKoe-
TO BpeMmsi, HO Bpsijl Ju Joiro. M To motoMmy, 4To OH — COIJIMHACKUN KHSI3b, MIOYECaTh O HEM SI3BIKU
BCer/Ia HalIyTCs *Kenaolme. A MaTepu U cecTpe ¢ OpaToM, KOTOpbIe U TaK OKa3aJIkCh MO/l THETOM
HETPUS3HU U3-3a OTIIA, BOT 9TH CIUIETHU — MeJIoUb. V1 KOHeYHO, OHa He JOJIKHA OblJIa 3TOr0 TOBOPHUTH,
CJIE/IOBAJIO TOBOPUTSD U JIeJIaTh YTO-TO COBCEM JIPyroe, HO OHa He yMeJa, He MOIJIa, He 3Haja. ..

VIBIOHYThCSI, TIOKOKETHUYATh, MOXKET OBITh... OHa MOIJIA KOTJa-TO PaHbIle, U C APYTUMU
JIOIbMM.

He ¢ xaszem [IpssHom. U He Tenepsb.

U xaxk xe eit nooutsbcs?..

Uro eMy CTOWT NOHATH €€ U cAeiaTh BCE caMoMy, 0e3 TPOCchkO, BOT Tak ke MIaJuTh e€, Kak
TOJIBKO YTO, a ITOTOM M. ..

— Yero TbI X04elb? — cnpocuii e€ [IpsiH, ¥ Tenepp ero rojioc CTajl MPOXJIaIHbIM.

OHa pemmiace:

— 51 He Mory OKMHYTh VI3yMpyIHBIN 3aMOK JEBCTBEHHUIICH. S1. .. 1 He TIOKUHY. .. S BHIPBITHY
13 OKHa. Vi1 MOTOM. .. CO CKaJIbl, KOT/Ia HUKTO HE YBUJUT, €CJIU Thl HE. .. S KJISHYCh, UTO 9TO C/Iealo.
Pa3 1ol ’keHUJICS HA MHE, K TOMY e 3]IeCh, B IMITEPaTOPCKOM 3aMKe, TO JIOJIKEH yBaKaTh OObIYau U
HE BBICTABJISITh MEHSI Ha MocMeluie! — cjie3 B e€ ria3ax BAPYT CTajIo TaK MHOTO, YTO OHU TIOJIMITUCH
IO IIEKaM.

— S myman, 9To HEMHOTO 3HAI0 UTCBAHCKUE OOBIYaW, — HETPOMKO cKasasl [IpsH, — U Tonarad,
YTO He BCE Tak CTpamrHo. MoxkeT, MpocTo BbI, KaroObl — ceMeicTBO cymMacie X ?

— Moxer ObITh, — He CTajia OHa CIIOPUTh, IJISAASA HA HErO ¢ MOJIbOOM, OTYasTHHO, — HO. .. 5 CKa3asa
Teoe. ..

— Ha. Tl ckazana. f ycapiman.

OH MaxHyJ1 pacCTaBJICHHBIMU MAJbIIAMU TIPABOU PYKH, He TipuKacasch k Kanraune, u e€ oupio-
30BBIN JKUJIET, IJIOTHO CTATUBAIOIINI (DUTYPY, CTEK BHU3 SIPKUMU IIEJIKOBBIMHU JIOCKYTaMU, CJIOBHO
PacIoNOCOBaHHBIN MATHIO HEBUAUMBIMU HOXaMH. [IpOOHO CTYKHYJIH IO TIOJTY ITyTOBKH.

OHa J1axe He OTIIATHYJIaCh, JIMIIb YAUBJICHHO IIsTHYJIA Ha JIOCKYTHI 1ol Horamu. Kaxercs, aTo
OBbLIO JIBMKEHHE B BEPHOM HAITPaBJICHUH, Jake eCJM BCs e€ Ofek/aa ceilyac MpeBpaTUTCs B TaKKe
BOT JIOCKYTKHU.

Ona He 6osnack. Yero yxe 60saTbcs?..

OH He ctaJt OoJIbIIIe KPOMCATh €€ OfIeXk Ty, JIUIIIb TIISTHYJI BCKOJIb3b, CEPANUTO, M KyAa-TO CKBO3b
He€. U Gosbilie HUYero He TOBOPHUI, MTPOCTO MOAXBATHI €€ U OTHEC B CIIAJILHIO, TTOJIOKUII Ha KPOBAaTh.
Haguc Hag Heit, onupasich Ha pyKd, OTYEr0-TO MEIJIU. . .

CrpalliHo cTajio, 4To OH MepeayMaerT.

Her. [Ipsxka Ha mosicke MoCITyIanach OHOTO JABMKEHUS €ro Majiblia, pacCTerHysiach cpasy, y
camoit KanTaHsl He ToyTyJanochk Tak ObICTpo. BooOinie, oT4ero-to e€ onesx/ia, Bce 3aBA3KU U 3aCTEKKU
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HE CITY)KWJIM eMy Mperpajon coBceM, Kak He Obuto ux. Korjga e€ Horu pasiBUHY/HCH 1OJ, HATOPOM
€ro CUJIbHBIX U KeCTKUX KOJIEHEH, OHa 3aKphljia IJ1aza. ..

U xorga 310 CIIyYnioch, ¥ OHA OIIYTHJIA YYKYIO KeCTKYIO IUIOTh BHYTPHU ce0s1, €€ pUTMUIHbIC
JBVDKEHU s, MEIICHHbIC, a TIOTOM OBICTpBIE. . .

U BoBce e Obuto OonbHO. [locnenHee, e€ neBCTBEHHAs Mperpaja, caajiach Ha MUJIOCTh COJI-
JAMHACKOTO KHSI35 TaK JKe JIETKO, KaK TOSICOK U BCE Mpouee, Jake He MOCIIaB B TeJIO MOJTOKEHHYIO OOTb.

Bor on octaHoBMIICS, 3aMep ITyOOKO B HEl, TOTOM BBICKOJIb3HYJI, M HE IIEBEJTUIICS, HABUCAS] —
OHa He OTKpBIBAJIA I71a3, KAaja, 4To OyJeT Terneps.

OH norenoBan e€ B MEKY, JIErOHBKO, M OTCTPAHWUJICS yKe COBCEM, OBICTPO BCTT C KPOBATH.
OHa omnryTiiia, Kak OT Mosica U HYbKe €€ HaK pblia MPOoCThiHs. Y ero cjioBa oHa ychbliana, CKa3aHHbIe
C JIETKON YCMEIITKOM:

— Hy Bor, xeHa. Moxemb ObITh fOBOJbHA. Ceituac nonumo [[xenBepa masicHUYaTh U Maxarh
MPOCTHIHEH, WM KaK TaM IO 00bIYAI0 MOJIOKEHO.

W Torna ona otkpbuia rmasza. Ckaszana, OTYEro-To MOoJIyYuIOCh X PUILIO:

— IlycTh Maru 3acBUIETENBCTBYIOT.

— DTO KOHEYHO.

OH yxe ObUI OfIET — CTPaHHO, KTO OBl yCTIeJN TaK OBICTPO. ..

— Iycte dxensep He otaaer uM. He mo3Boiut naxke npukocHyThes. [pomry 1eds. [Tycts cpasy
coxokeT. OHU MOTYT UCTIONb30BaTh. . .

— Xopol1o, — KMBHYJI OH, ¥ TOJIbKO TeTlepb KpUBasl YJIbIOKa MCUesna C ero ryo.

OH HeckoIbKO MIHOBEHMI cMOTpen Ha KaHTaHy, CJIOBHO XOTesn 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, BUJHO
nepeaymai. BMECTo 3Toro nogomen, Jerko MnogHsul €€ U MepeHec B KPECio, a 3JI0CYaCTHYIO MPO-
CTBIHIO, OTPOMHYI0, OOIIIUTYIO KPYKeBaMH, CAEPHYJI C KPOBATH M B MTHOBEHHE OKa CKaTaJl B CBEPTOK.
Kanrana ycnena 3aMeTuTh MeJIbKHYBIIIME MSTHA, 1 MHOTO.

WM [10/1KHO TOHPABUTHCS.

Kanrana nogHecsnia 1aioHb KO pTy M YKYCHJI, BO3JIe OOJIBIIOTO NMabila — YT00 HE pacIuiakaThCs
nipu [lpsiHe. XOTs 3a4eM, Ka3aaoch Obl, BE/lb BCE MOTYYUIIOCh.

KHs3b emé pa3 MeJIbKkOM IJISIHYJT Ha HEE, U YIIET.

Ha nagonu ocrascs cies, KOTOPBIA OBICTPO HATMBAJICS OOPHIOBBIM.
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I'nasa 13. IIpomanue

Vneramu Beuepom. Kaxercs, Becb IBOp BBICHIIIAN HA IUIOMIAAbL niepes 3yMpyaqHbIM 3aMKOM.
Nmnieparop cka3zasl KOPOTKYIO peub, MMIIEpATpHLIa ogapuiia KaHtaHe MIKaTyaKy ¢ 4eM-TO U MOkKe-
nana gooporo myTH. [IbsH ToXke cka3as pedb. OH CAEepKUBAIICS, YTOOBI HE YCMEXaThCsl — MIPE/ICTaB-
JieHue ero pasBiiekaso. M oH OblT paj HeCKa3aHHO, YTO HAKOHEI| MOKUIAET ITO He OJIaroCIOBEeHHOE
MECTO.

Emy TyT He HpaBuiock. Kak He HpaBuiiack MitcBana BooOiie. Yem fasnbiiie B cropony Ipako-
HBHX I'Op, TEM JIErYe emMy AbIIaiochk. Bipouem, B Apyrou cTopoHe, Tam, riae mope u lllaitakan, npima-
JIoch Toke Hersioxo. Kopoue roBopst, [IbstH ObUT paji IIOKUHYTH CTOJIMILY JIPYKECTBEHHOW VITCBaHHI. . .
Terepb OoJiee NpyKECTBEHHOM, 4eM paHnbie. Kaxkercs, cronmuna WTcBaHb U €€ MMIIEpaTop TOXe
sToMy paaoBasuck. Conauidiiel ObuM UykuMu 37ech. HeronsteiMu. He monemu. [IpsiHa 310 Bee-
rja 4pe3BblYaiiHO ycTpauBaio. [Ipocto xkuTh, He Melas Apyr Apyry, He 3ajeBas Apyr JApyra — 4ro
MOXeT ObITh JTyuriie? M 4to MelaeT UTCBaHIIaM CJIeIOBaTh 3TOMY MTPOCTOMY MPUHIIUITY, €My OBLIO
VICKPEHHE HEMOHSATHO.

Bripouem, HeT, MOHATHO, KOHEYHO. TakoBa yesoBeyecKass HaTypa: BCETAA XOUETCs 4yKoe Clie-
JIaTh CBOMM, OCOOEHHO €CJT 9TO MOKHO TPUKPHITh BO3BBIICHHBIMU TIOOYXIeHUAMH. Pany Benmnaust
WTcBaHbI 3aMoayYuTh APaKOHOB, KOTOPHIMU HETIPaBEJHO BIAJCIOT Uy:KaKu, TOCTABUTH UX Ha CITy:KOy
UtcBane, caenath ux opyxueM MITCBaHBI — 4TO MOXeET ObITh BO3BbIIIIEHHee? DTO Be/ib HE KOIIIeIeK
CTalUTh Ha PbIHKE.

Nmmnepatop, npaeia, 3aBepuil, UTO TaKUX MOOYXIECHUI Y HEro HET M ObITh He MOXKeET. [IbsiH He
noBepu. CuibHBIM BCerja 3aX04eT CTaTb CUJIbHEE, 32 Yer yrogHo cyer. [lotomy 4To BAPYr KTO-TO
CO BPEMEHEM OKaXKEeTCsl CHJIbHEE €ro?

Bbuto ryMHO, BUHOUEPIUY Pa3uBaId BUHO — YTOOBI BCe MOTJIM BBHIMUTH Ha rporianue. Eme
OJIVH CTPaHHBIN UTCBAHCKUI OOBIYAL.

— Moti KH#13b, KOTAa 1 MOTY HABECTUTD CBOIO JI0Ub? — CIIPOCKJIA Y HETO MAaTh JKEHBI, — [I0JIAraeTCsl
Yyepe3 TP MecsIlia 1Mocjie CBagbOBI. . .

— MBe1 6ynem panpl Tebe, iupa Kaiipa, B mo6oe Bpemsi, — poBHO OTBeTHI [IbsiH. — OcTaBb MUCHMO
y Halllero MocJia, U Mbl cpa3y MpUIIJieM 32 TOOOH JipakoHa. Thl Beib He OOUIIILCS APAKOHOB, JUpa?

Tenepp 3nmech ocraHercsi MOCTOSHHBIA Mocosl Cofjibl — KakOe-HUKaKoe AUIJIOMAaTHYeCKOe
noctrkeHne. Kaxercs, uMneparop CUMTaeT 3TO JIMYHOU 3aCIyrou.

— llymato, st cMory ceOsl IepeCHIIUTh, — KEHIIMHA HEJIOBKO YJIBIOHYIach. — Kctatu, 1 OT/IMYHO
JeTaio Ha pyxe. Mos 10ub TOke, C IETCTBA.

— Yro nonenaenib, 1Mpa, pyXy He JIETAIOT C JPAKOHAMU. A 51 HE MOT'Y IIEpececTb Ha pyxa, pu
BCEM skenaHuu. Jla 1 He UMelo JKeJlaHus1, BOOOIIE rOBOpSI.

— ITO MOHSATHO, — OHAa KUBHYJI4, KOPOTKO B3IJISIHY/IA HA JI0Ub, Ta CTOsLIa OsieIHas Yy Th MOOAATb,
PSIJIOM C MaroM-XpaHUTEJIEM, OH UTO-TO i MPOCTPAHHO OOBSCHSLI.

HbsH nogaBu pazapaxeHre. OH Mor Obl yCIIBIIIATh, O YeM TaM Y HUX peub, IPOCTO 3aei-
CTBOBAB ApakoHUM ciyX. Ho, 1eMOHBI, MOACIyIIMBATh pa3rOBOPBI KEHBI... ITO HUKE JOCTOMHCTBA
MYKYHMHBI, TaK He jenaercs. HoBast skeHNThOA Ha Oe3yMHOM UTCBaHKE €ro TOXe cesiaeT Oe3yMHBIM?

Bor u ceityac oH 301 1 HecripaBeMB. OHa He 6e3yMHasi, IEBUOHKY MpocTo 3anmyraiu. Ho o
ObL1 3011 U Ha He€. [To3BONISATH ceOs 3amyrarh — Helb3s1. Beap oHa Morsia Obl TPOCTO OOBSICHUTH BCE
emy...

Yyis, koHeuHo. He mora.

— 4 U3BMHAIOCH 32 3TOT BOIIPOC, HO MPOLIY OTBETUTH, JIUPA.

— Jla, Mo# KHS3b?

— Bawm yrposxkanu 3necs? UYto ot Bac xorenu?
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Kpaewm rasa on nornsaapisan Ha Kanrany. Bor oHa 4To-To cKa3asa XpaHUTENIO U c/ienasa mmar
BIIEpe/l, OCTABUB €ro 3a cuHOM. OH rOBOPHJT O UEM-TO HEMPUSITHOM €1, M OHa ITPeKpaTuiia pasropop?
Monopen, Tak 1 Hago.

«MaHTuHa, — M03BaJI OH, — TIOIOUIN K MOEH keHe U Oy/Ib PSIIOM».

«XO0po1IIOo, KHA3b»

OaHOBpPEMEHHO OH OXkHJIaJT OTBETAa HA CBOW BOMPOC.

— O, moii kHs3b, — pa Kaiipa Toxke mooieaHena, — KOHeYHO, HeT. HUKTO Ham He yrpoxkal.

Dto OblIa IBHAS JIOXKb. OH YyBCTBOBAJL.

K KanTane npuOmu3niach CoIuiiKa, BcTajla MeX/y Held 1 Marom, TOT YTO-TO CEPIMTO cKa3all
€il, OHa y4THBO W TBEPJIO OTBETUJIA. . .

JbsiH IOBOJBHO YJBIOHYJICS. MaHTHHE MOXHO JOBEpSATh, OHA CIIOKOWHA W YBEpeHHa, U B
MOCTYIKaxX, U B MbIc/IsiX. OHa crapiiie u onbiTHer KaHTanbl, 1 OHa copyiuiika, Kpbiiartas. JIpakonunia.
A ero keHy MpUy4YrIi ObITh OBEUKOH B CTajle, Kak U e€ Maryniky. EMy ato He HyxHO. U mycTh ero
’KeHa He CMOJKET MOy YUTh HACTOSIINE KPbUIbs, €M JTy4Ille HAyUYUThCsl ObITh TAKOH, CJIOBHO OHU y Heé
€CTb. JIpakoHbI HE )KMBYT C OBEUKAMHU.

OH onsTh NOBEPHYJICS K TELIE.

— Xopotuo. JIupa, Tl BeJb HE Hayylia J04b TOMY, YTO cleiyeT 3HaTh xo3siike lalitakana?

— Mo kH:3b, 5 cokalel, — Ta modieqHena, — MOM Cyrnpyr 3Hau Oonblne MeHs. MHe He
M3BECTHBI CEKPETHI 3aMKa. My:K 4TO-TO y3HAJI OT MOETO OIIEKYHa, a 51 ObLJIa MOJIOJIOH 1 TITYTIOM, COBCEM
HE BHUKaJIa B 9TH Bely. Mou poauTeny ymepiu paHo. 1 coxanero. Y MeHs HeT CJIOB, YTOObI BbIpa-
3UTh, KaK CUJIBHO COXKaJEI.

— Tsl MOXeIlTb YTO-TO MOMHUTbH, — MSTKO 3aMeTw1 [IbsiH. — [ToaTOMY MBI OyeM pajipl, eCliv Thl
npuenenis B roctu. Hacuer umnepatopckux Maros He Oecriokoiicsi. Moxelb BOOOIIIE MepeceTnThCs
c nerbmu B [llaiiTakaH.

— O, xHs3b. Braronapio, HO HeT, — OHa YJBIOHY/IACh, TIOKavYaia TOJIOBOM, — MHE HEJIb3s1 CCO-
pUTHCs ¢ uMIiepatopoM. MoW ChIH HE JOJIKEH JIMIIUTHCS BCETO.

— $1 monmmato, nmpa, — a po ceds OH MoAymal, 4To, eciu Tojbko ['enemeHT moTpedyer
MAaTyUIKY, OH €€ MOJIy4HT.

— IlogBan, — BOPYT cka3ajla OHa, — HE 3HaI0, B YeM CyTb, HO TIOMHIO, UTO IO/IBaJl UMEET KaKoe-
TO 0c000€ 3HAUCHHE.

JIbsIH KUBHYIIL.

— D10 MBI 3HaeM. [logBan Teneps 3amypoBaH. Ecii TeGe BCHOMHUTCS UTO-TO, ITYCTh CamMoe
CTPaHHOE Y HEBEPOSITHOE, HE CKPBIBA 3TOr0 OT HAC. DTO MOKET O3HAUaTh KaKyl0-TO OMAaCHOCTh /ISl
Kanranel. E€ cBA3b ¢ 3aMKOM HaM MOKa HEMIOHATHA, HO HAIll Mar 4To-TO MOAO3PEBAET.

OH ckasau 310 Hayraja. Ha camom fiesie 3aMypoBaHHBIN MOJIBaJI HE MOT IIPEACTABIIATH OMAaCHO-
CTU J1s1 €10 *keHbl. Hu 151 Koro He Mor, JIIo/Id KWK TaM [0 MHOTO JieT. Kpuctasuibl cuiibl JeicTBO-
BaJIM JIMIIb HA COJVIMMIIEB, U TO paccTosiHUE 10 apTedakToB UMero 3HayeHue. Ho eciu temma 4ro-To
BCIIOMHMUT, TIYCTb HE Pa3/lyMbIBAET, pacCKa3blBaTh WU HET.

— KoHeuHo, KH:3b, — 3aKMBaJIa OHA, — S MOHsUIA. A Terephb 5 XoTesa Obl MOOBITh C JOYEPHIO.
Bpemenn ocranocs Mao.

— Koneuno, nmpa.

Jlerko OBITH IPaKOHOM TOMY, KTO M TaK JIPAKOH. ..

K Hemy nmpu6nu3uics mar-xpaHuTeb, MOKJIOHUIICS.

— Moii kHs13b, KaHTaHe He nmomelaeT mpuHsITh HECKOJIBKO Karesib YCIOKAUBAIOIIEH MUKCTYPBI.
TeGe n3BeCTeH e€ cTpax rnepes JpakoHaMU.

— He nyxHo, 51 Oyay psimoM, — Bo3pas3wil oH. — Eif crieyer npuBbIKaTh. A MPUMEHATh Maruio
K CBOEH Ke€He s MO3BOJII0 TOJILKO CBOEMY Mary.

— Moii KH$3b, 51 HE UMEeJT B BUJly Maruyeckoe BO3/JICHCTBHE.
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He mpocTto «KHS3b», 2 «MOH KHs3b», M OH CTapaTesIbHO 3TO TOIYEpKHUBaJI, 0003HaUast CBOE
3aBucuMoe OT JlpsiHa mostoskeHue. Korja Tak roBopsIT paBHbIE, 9TO 03HAYaET BEKJIMBOCTD, KOTA TO/-
JAHHBIA, HEBA)XHO Y€l, BIIA/IbIKE, IIYCTh U UYKOMY — 3aBUCUMOCTb.

Kenaer noponbcTuthes?..

— MbI TOrOBOpHM 00 ITOM MTOTOM, Mar.

— O na, Mot KHsI3b, 1 K TBOMM yciiyraMm. He 3a0bIBaid, 1 JOJI)KEH MOMOYb KHSTHHE.

— ITomozxemb, — cornacuics JpsH.

Kax Ob1 HU Tak, mogymain oH. CKkopee yX Thl I0JKeH HaOMoAaTh U OKJIAAbIBaTh. A BOOOIIE. . .

OH He BepuI.

Mnagmmii kHsa3b Kacra 3asBui, uto KaHTaHa egMHCTBEHHasl ceilyac MpUrogHas K Opaky
kHspkHa Kpyra, otdero-To 3to ocraBuiio y IpsiHa HempusTHOE nocieBKycre. OHO ObLIIO COBCEM MaJIo
BHAYaJie ¥ HapacTajio CO BpEMEHEM.

Ona 6buta emHCTBeHHAs. Ho Teneph oHa B Opake He TONBKO (hOPMAITBHO, TO €CTh OOJIbIIIe He
HEBEeCTa, MPUTOHAsI AJis1 Opaka — TN UCTIONb30BaTh OKOJIbHBIE (DOPMYJIMPOBKM KAaCTaHIA. 3HAYMT,
«mpurogHbix» HeBecT y Kpyra Kacra 6omnbinie Het. EcTb coBceM 10HBIE IEBOYKH U KEHIIMHBI CTapIIIe,
3aMyxHue ¥ ¢ aetbmu. 1 uro?..

[Mocpenu nutoraau IxenBep, B YepHOU HIETKOBOW pydaxe v TaKMX ke IITaHax, U ele ¢ ceped-
PSIHBIM MeJAJIbOHOM, POBOAMT MATMYECKYI0 [IEPEMOHHUIO COBMECTHO C IPUBOPHBIM Marom, pas3ojie-
TBHIM IIPUMEPHO Tak xke. COOCTBEHHO, M KOCTIOMOM TakuM J[kesiBep o03aBesicst paay NoI0OHbIX Mpe/-
CTaBJIeHUA. A 0Opsi MPOCTO OBUT HAMPABJICH HA B3aUMHOE OJIarorojydre, 4To XOPOIIo, KOHEYHO.

— Booorie, Mue cnegoBasio Obl yBe3TH JieHHy Kanrany. .. To ectb mpy... B Kacr, — Boomy1es-
JIeHHBIN MoTyaHreM IbsiHa, TIOBBICHJI TOJIOC XpaHWUTENb. — ECIM THI jKeJlaelih TOTyYUTh KSHIMHY,
CITOJTHA BJIQJICIONIYIO TPEBHEU CHIION, TO 3TO, 1O CYTH. ..Ja, ITO SAMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCO0, MOU KHSI3b.

U onsith HAXUM HA CIIOBO «MOWM».

— Bnagetonyio ipeBHeli CHIIOH, — MOBTOPUJT 38 {yMUUBO [IbsIH, — MBI TIOTOBOPUM 00 STOM IO3KeE.

Kak Obl HU Tak, mogyman oH. Hukyna Tel e€ He yBesemib. Ho BOT 4TO Thl paccKaxkelb elng,
MBI TTOCITyIIIAEM.

— Braronmapio, Moii KHsI3b, — 0OpanoBaicsi Mar. — M eImg. .. BOT. .. s BOCXHUIIAIOCh TBOMMHU JIpa-
KOHAMH.

— Jla, OHM KpacuBBbI.

— OueHb KpacuBbl. S TPaBUIIBHO MOHSLT, YTO CPE/IM HUX HET KESHIIVH. .. CAMOK, 51 UMEIO B BUJTY,
KOHEYHO. TYT TOJIBKO caMIibl?

— IlpaBusnbHO, — Teneps [bsiH yAMBISHHO BO33PHJICS HA Mara, — CPeAd STUX JPAKOHOB CAMOK
HET, TOJIbKO CaMIIbl. A KaK ThI 9TO MOHSUT, Mar? Kak Tel X oTinyaenis?

Copnjiuer1, KOHEUHO, Jlaxke He MouMeT Bompoca. Ho He-comauiiily, He UCKYIIIEHHOMY B OOIiie-
HUHM C IPAaKOHAMH, JEUCTBUTENIBHO PA3IMYUTh UX HEMPOCTO. A OTKyAa 3/1€Ch UCKYILIEHHBIE He-COM-
IUALBLY..

— MHe Tak 1mokasanoch, MO KHsI3b, — 3aMsiICsl Mar. — [IpocTu Moo 1ep30CTh.

Heckombko eHIMH HaXOAWJIMCh ceivac 3/1ech, Ha IJIOMAIN, HO B YEJIOBEUYECKOM OOINYbE,
ManTuHa B uX ymcie. A BooOIie, KOHEUHO, COI/IMel] HUKOTAAa He Ha30BET IPAKOHUILY CAMKOM, 3TO
CJIOBO TIPe/IHA3HAYEHO JJIs1 JKUBOTHBIX, a He JJIsl *KEHIIUH CBOeH KpoBU. [10-cOmIMiCKu Takoe 1 BHITO-
BOpUTH TpyIHO. HO ¢ TCBaHIIaMu MPUXOIUIIOCH YIIOTPEOIATh IMEHHO 3TO CJIOBO, IIPUTBOPSISICH, UTO
JPaKOHBI — KMBOTHBHIE.

— DT0 He Jep30CTh, — yeMeXHYJICs [IbsiH, — 9TO peIKOCTHAsI HAOMOAATeIbHOCTb.

— Buanmo, caMKu TpoCTO HE MOTYT JieNiaTh TaKue JJTMHHbIC TIepesieThl? — Mpearnoaoxut Befip.

Emé onun sxaxynuil 3HaHUM, HAJIO Ke.

— Buaumo, — yponui [psH.

— IIpocTtn, Mot KHA3b, & CAMKH BOOOITIe JeTaloT? S Xouy cka3aTh, KpoMe OpayHbIX MOJIETOB?

IbsiH OIATh OBEPHYJICA K Mary.
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— O, s Bnevami€éd. BugHo, 4ro Tl mpoyes HeJABHO KAKOW-TO OYEHb COMEPKATEIbHBIN TPY/I.
[Ipo npakoHOB.

— T Beb He cMeelIbcst HAI0 MHOM, MOU KHSI3b, — Mar B3MJISIHYJT UCIIOTOObSI.

— Koneuno Hert, — [IpsiH 1ake yJIBIOHYJICS, — 51 BOCXHMIIAIOCh.

— Bbl HUKOrJa ¥ HUYETO HEe TOBOPUTE IPO JIPaKOHOB, MOH KH#3b. Pa3Be To, 4TO 4 cnparmsaio,
TOXeE CeKpeT?

— VYMeloT i1 caMK| JieTaTh? YMeloT, KoHeuHo. MiHaue Kakoi yX TyT OpadHbIi OJeT? — OTBETHIT
HbsH.

Maro KTo U3 JKeHIIMH JieTaeT ObIcTpee U Jydine Mensl AJBYpbl, cecTpsl ManTtuHbl. Ho oHa
HUKOI/Ia HE TOJIHUMAJIACh B OPaYHBIH MOJIET, IOTOMY YTO OOOMX CBOMX CBIHOBEH poauiia OT OeCKphbI-
JI0TO.

— He cepauce Ha Hac, — cka3aj OH Mary, — Mbl JEUCTBUTENILHO HE TOBOPUM O JIpakoHax. Hasep-
HOE, 9TO Onarogaps 3aKJIsITbi0, KOTOPOE MBI MOJTyYaeM B PAaHHEM JIETCTBE.

Toxe HempaBaa. 3aKkjIsAThE HE KacaJloch MPOCTO BO3ZMOKHOCTU TOBOPUTH O ApakoHax. To, 4uto
O HUX HE FOBOPHWJIM — CKOpEE MPUBbIUKA, 3aKPEIUIEHHASI BOCIIUTAHUEM.

— Ecnu nogymars, 3auem BaM 3HaTh O IpaKOHAX Takue NoapoOHocTH? — nodaBui [psiH apyxe-
JOOHO, — BBl HUKOT/IA He Oy/ieTe UMeTh ¢ HUMH Jes1o. JKuBUTe cyacTiamBo U O6e3 3Tux 3HaHui. [{pa-
KOHOB BbI Oy/JieTe BU/IETh MHOT/A, KaK OHM JieTaloT. O0naKa, IpakoHsl. .. Te U APYTUe OT BAC JAJIEKO.

— ThI Tak J00e3eH, MO KHSI3b, — TPOXJIAHO OTO3BAJICS Mar-XpaHUTEb.

YT0 X, OCHOBHOE OH ITOHSIJI.

Kanrtana u nupa Kaiipa crosinu, aepxack 3a pyku, [IbsiH OIOLIEN, Mar CJIeoBajl 32 HUM XBO-
crom. Hy, mycts ero.

— Ham yxe nopa, — ckaszajt oH, ¥ JIMIIO €ro KeHbI, TOJIBKO YTO OKMBJIEHHOE, CHOBA CTaJIO Onie/i-
HBIM Y HETIOJIBUKHBIM.

—JleBouka mos1, BCE OyaeT Xopolio, — menHysa jgupa Kaiipa.

OH Toxe Tak cuntain. U Bpems, aedcTBUTEIbHO, TOAONLI0. Ceilyac OHU BHINBIOT MTPOIIAJIBHYIO
yariy, ¥ BCE Ha ITOM.

B cymHOCTH, pAIOM ¢ HUM el Hekoro Obuto 0osAThcs. Ho oHa, Kaxetcs, Oosiack ero OoJbIie
CBOETO JIOOpEHIIero UMIIepaTopa, MaroB M eIe Koro yronqHo. [pu Tom, 4to 3aMOpOYHBIN CBaIeOHbIN
00psII Y HUX MOMYYHJICS C TIEPBOTO pasa.

Uro TyT ckaxemib. CaMblil CTapblili 1 MyZpbIi APaKOH HE CTaHET YTBEPXKJaTh, YTO NOHUMAET
JKEHILIMH, a OH, [IpsH, elne naxe He crap. s qpakona. OH B3su1 KanTaHy 3a pyKy, eperuies najblibl.
E€ pyka Obuta 6e3BOJIBHOM U XOJIOIHOM.

— Cmorpu Ha JIxenBepa, — CKa3as OH, — YTOOBbI He OECIOKOMIIACh TIOTOM.

CripocuJ1 Mo-COIUICKU:

«JlxenBep, Koraa yxke Thl IPebsBUIIb JOKA3aTEIbCTBO MOEU MYKCKOW COCTOSITEIbHOCTU 7»

«VIMeHHO ceftyac, — 0TO3BAJICSI TOT, — Thl XOTh UMITEPATOPCKUN TTOAAPOK CHsI? A TO IEUCTBU-
TEJIbHO pelliaT, uyTo Thl 0€3 AapeHON Maruu HUKYHa».

«He cHs, notepstio ewe. S n3 HEro NPSKKY CHAEJIAl0 Ha Carlor».

MosxeT, KTO ¥ 3aMeTHJI, YTO BCE COAUMUIIBI BAPYT Pa30M 3ayIbIOasvCh.

JkenBep NOOIIEN K UMIIEPATOPY, OCTAHOBUBILIUCH 32 HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, MOKJIOHUJICS, U YETKO
Y TOP)KECTBEHHO IPOU3HEC!

— Moii umriepaTop, MO KHsI3b COOOIIAeT Tede, UTO MOKUAAET TBOM TOCTEIIPUMMHBIN IOM, B35IB
BCE €My IOJIO)KEHHOE.

Bot Tak, Hu OoJbIlle HU MeHbIle. BhIXBaTHB M3-3a TEHU CBEPTOK, [[kenBep BCTPAXHYI UM,
pa3BopaunBasi, TOOABUII CUITY, PACIpaBisis U IEMOHCTPUPYS BCEM TMOJIOTHHMIIIE.

— IlonTBepnu, mar, — ckaszan xensep.

ConuiiIsl yMenu roBOPUTH TaK, YTOOBI ObLJIO OUEHb XOPOIIIO CIIBIIITHO, HE TOJIBKO MO-COIN-
cku. CTajno Tuxo.
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Mar-xpanurens 3a maedoM [IpsiHa crpaHHO AepHyscs. M oH pa3BoiHOBaJICS, BOH J1ake BEKO
3agepraiiock. C gero 6617 M 4TO 32 BBIIEPKKA, YeMy TaM uX y4at B O0utenn XpaHUTeNen. . .

JleficTBO MeX TeM IIPOJOIKAIOCh. Mar, CTOAIIMI BO3JIe UMIIepaTopa, MPOTsAHYI PyKy, HO CHJla
COIAMIALIA, AepKalias MOJIOTHO, TOKa3alach €My IUIOTHBIM BO3AYIIHBIM KOKOHOM, CKBO3b KOTOPBIV
HE TIPOHUKAM NaJblbl. M Marnyeckoe BO3/ICHCTBHE TOXE HE MPEACTABIISIIO Mpobnemsl 1ist [[xen-
Bepa...

Bripouem, kak u 17151 modoro comauiinia. Comauiiiel Heys3BUMBI JIsI Marvu.

— [Noareepikaaio, — MPOBO3ITIACKIT Mar, MPOBEAs PyKOW HaJ HEJOCATaeMBbIM ISl HETO IOJIOT-
HoM. — Teneps TeOGe cieyer 3To oTaaTh! — OH MOMPOOOBAIT ONSATH CXBATUTDH MPOCTHIHIO, HO Ta BAPYT
3aropesach 1o BCEM KpasiM cpa3zy, Oofipble sI3bIKH IJTAMEHHU MOOEKaIU K CepeMHE, U COBCEM CKOPO
TKaHb PACCHINANACh YEPHBIMU OIIMETKaMH. TYT ke WX MOAXBATHII BeTep M yHec. XOTs, BOOOIIe
TOBODsI, Beuep BBIIAICS Oe3BETPEHHBIMN.

Mar orcTynui B IpOCTH.

— Yo 11 Hazenan, nup?! Tak y HaC He NPUHSATO.

Hy na. Y HuUX NpUHSTO BemaTh 3TO Ha BUAHOM MECTe Ha I1eJIbIH JIeHb, OOBIYHO TaM, I7ie MTUPYIOT.
JIxenBep 3asBUII, YTO MOCTYNUT MHAYe, 10 oObryaio Kacta — To ecTb cox:keT. Pazy3Hail, cTano ObiTh,
po OObIYai.

— [pomry mporieHusi, Tak TPUHSTO y HAC, — Bo3pasmil xxensep. — UToOB 3TO HEe TIOBIUSLIO
Ha 3I0pOBbE OYIYIIMX AeTel.

Uy, Hacniex npugymMaHHast OTTOBOPKA. 3aTO 3HaHMSI UTCBAHLEB O COJIMMIIAX TENeph MOMOI-
HSATCS eI OJHOU epyH/ION, KOTOPYI0 MX YMHHUKHU 3aUIIyT. YIOOHO UMETh pa3iryHble oObuau —
BCEI/la MOXKHO COC/IaThCs Jake Ha He HECYIIECTBYIOIINMA.

— Thl rocTh, ¥ OMKEH yBax)aTh 0ObI4an MITCBaHbI.

Be:x/mBBIi XO35IMH He HATOMUHAET FOCTSIM, YTO OHM JIOJKHBI U HE CHeTIa. A 9TO 3HAYMT, YTO
Mar pasocaioBaH.

—IIporiry MeHs TpOCTUTB, MOM UMITEPATOP, — [ KeIBEp MOKJIOHUIICS UMIIEPATOPY, — 5 JOCTABUII
PagocTh TBOUM MpayKaM, COKPaTUB UM padoTy. ..

Tot ynbibacs — BO3MOKHO, BOOOIIE MaJIO YTO MOHSI.

— Tet noBonbHA? — cripocun psH KanTany.

Omna OBICTPO KUBHYJIA, YABIOHYIaCh. 3aTO Mar-XxpaHUTe b BhICKA3aJICs:

— BbI HanpaCHO YHUUTOXXWIJIM BECbMA LIEHHBIN apTe(akT, MOM KHS3b.

— ApredakT, NO3BOJISIOIINI U3TOTOBUTH apTedakThl, Jaole OCTOPOHHUM Hallli BO3MOX-
HOCTH B Hallle OTCyTCTBUE? — 3aMeTu1 [IbsIH C YCMEILIKOM, — MOJTy4aeTcsl, OHU LIEHHBI He JJIs Hac.

— Jla, HO... HUKTO HE 3HaeT, KOTJia YTO MOXET MOHAI00UThCS, — OYPKHYJI Mar yxke THXO.

Bo3MoKHOCTH MTpUMeHeHHsI TPOCTHIHKH, UCKJIIOYUTEIIHEHO B TIOPSIAKE MIPEAIONoXeH s, [IpsHy
o0bsicHIIT HenaBHO JIkenBep. Kakercs, oH He ommoOcs.

Tem BpemMeHeM K HUM yxke HarlpapJisijlack UMIIEpaTpyLia C Yalllell B pyKax, U CBUTa U3 Haps/-
HBIX JIUP CJIEIOBAJIA 32 HEeW, Kaxaas Jupa Toxke aepkaia o yarie. Cpeau mocieHUX B 9TOM CBUTE
BBICTYTAJIa — HY KTO OBl yauBJsiics, — HuOepuiika [lana. [IpsiH mpsiMO-TaKy yCIbIIIas, Kak HIyMHO
BBIJJOXHYJI TUIEMSIHHUK, ¥ PaAysCh € U 3J15Ch OTHOBPEMEHHO. Ara, eMy IOJIE3HO.

[lana ene 3aMeTHO, C BECEJIbIM JIYKAaBCTBOM YJIBIOHY/1ach [IpsHY.

OH 3HaJI OT IJIEMSIHHUKA, YTO €r0 HUOepHiiKa OTJMYaeTcst OT APYTuX: Obljla BOCIATAHA OTIIOM,
BbIJIaHA 3aMYK Pay TUTYJA UM TOJOXEHUSI U HbIHE 3aKOHHASI BIOBA MMEHSI M MIMEeT Ky4y 3HATHOM
POnIHU, KOTOpasi 0 €€ JBOMHOW KU3HU JJaXke He 1mojgo3peBaeT. Bc€ 310 Xopolo, BOT TOJIBKO 3psl OHA
ynbidanack [psHy. [Totomy uto, 3ameTuB e€, KaHtaHa BOpyr BCTpereHyach.

— Ho 310 )¢ HHOepuiika! — yaIMBICHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, — s e€ y3Haima! OHa mpuxoamia Ko
MHe B OaIHio! DTa OHa, OHa, HO MOYEeMY CPelly JIMP UMITepaTpPUIIbI?

— Tt ormmdnack, — [IpsH CKajl €€ maIbIbl, — CPEAM JIMP UMITEPATPULIBI He ObIBaeT HUOESPHEK.

— Ho ona y3Hana te6s! 1 meHs1, HaBepHOe. 51 ke Bujena.
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— Tol ormmonacs. . .

Elte onuH HetocTaTok ero *eHbl: COIIUUAIIBI He OOJTAIOT O YeM IOMAJIO B IPUCYTCTBUM TYKUX
ymei. Vinu 6onraioT no-comauiicku. Yto xk, HUOepuiika JOKHA caMa IMOHMMATh, KOT/Ia HyKHO ObITh
OCTOPOKHOM.

Mynpas xpanutenshuiia Cuxero kamHsi Ha3zBasia Kantany Oe3monBHO#. Ilomyuaercs, oHa
TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO TOBOPUT. KaHTaHa BIOJIHE pa3roBOpUMBasi — CPEAH JIOAE, HO ISl COAIMIAIIA OHA
©e3MOJIBHAsI, IOTOMY YTO HUKOT/IA HE 3arOBOPUT TO-COUMACKH.

Omna 6e3MOJIBHAs, KaK BCE UTCBAHIIBL.

JIbsTH IPUHSLIT Yalty, U3 KOTOPOM TOJIBKO YTO OTXJIEOHYIa UMIIEpaTPHIIa, OTITUI U repeaan Kan-
TaHe, Ta TOKe OTIMHJIA U ¢ OIarofapHOCTSIMHU BEpPHYJIA UMIIepaTpuUIie OCYJUHKY.

3aznepxuBarhcs Oomble He cenoBaio. [locieanue npommanbHbie B3IAAbL. . . tupa Kaiipa max-
HyJ1a PYKOH.

— Cnymaiicst mara Befipa, neBouka!

3amMeyaTesbHBII COBET, UTO TYT CKaXkKelllb.

OxpyKeHHbIEe COIIUATIAMH, OHU TMOIIUTA K APAKOHAM, UTCBAHIIBI TOKE TOJIITON JBUHYJIUCH CJie-
JIOM, HO TeTieph AePKaich Ha HEKOTOPOM pacctostHuM. [Toxonka KaHTaHbl ¢ KaKAbIM IIArOM CTaHO-
BUJIACH TSKEJIee.

— He 6oiics, — ctporo ckazan [IpsH.

Kopuunessiit Tanbsip, npunectmii Ipsina u3 [1laiitakana ciona, BHICOKO 3apall 1ielo, pa3Bep-
HYJI KPbUTbsI M PHIKHYJI, HE CJIMIIIKOM I'POMKO, 3aTO MOCJIaB B TEMHeolee HeOO CToNO TIaMeHH.

OH MpoCTO WX MOMPHUBETCTBOBA, M KPACHBO TOIYYUIOCh, KOHEUHO. Ho B TOJIE UTCBaHIICB
3aaxajiv v 3aKpUYIIH.

KuaruHs conauiiiieB ciaBieHHO BCKPUKHY/IA U yrana Obl, enu Obl [IbssH He moaxBatii. OHa
COBEPIICHHO TOYHO OblTa 6e3 UyBCTB. [IKenBep ObICTPO MOOIIEN, TPOBE JIAJOHBIO0 Haf uiioM KaH-
TaHBI.

— Huuero crpainoro. ITycts nocnut o aiitakana.

C xeHIIMHOM Ha pyKax [IpsH 3a0paJicsl Ha CIIMHY APaKOHA, YCeJICs, YCTPOUB e€ Tiepes1 COOOM.

«[Ipoctu, KHsA3b, 1 HE XOTEI», — U3BUHWIICA KOPUYHEBBIN, 6€3 0cOO0ro, BIpOUEM, pacKasiHUS.

Maro KTo U3 COIIMHAIIEB CMOKET MOHSTh, IIOUeMY JKeHa KHS35 MaJ1aeT B OOMOPOK OTTOTO JIUIIIb,
YTO €€ MONPUBETCTBOBAJI IPAKOH.

[NepBbIM B37I€TEN JPAKOH C KHS3EM Ha CIIMHE, IIOTOM OJIMH 3a JAPYTUM, HECHIBIIIHO, CTaJIH MOJI-
HUMATBCS OCTAJIbHBIE, M CTasl U3 JICBSATH JIPAKOHOB C HAE3IHUKAaMU He CIIela ABUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY
3aKarta.

Onu Bceraa ynetany U3 UTCBAHCKOM CTOJHIIBI HE CTIela U TOPKECTBEHHO. YTOObI €€ JKUTeIsIM
ObLIIO, HA YTO MTOCMOTPET. ..
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I'nmasa 14. IllanTakan

Temnast rpoMaja 3aMKa Jiexkana BHU3Y IOYTH Oe3 OrHel, 10 MOPIO KaTaJIich BOJIHBI, @ HABEPXY
— HeOo Ge3 3Be31. He cmIkoM nprBETIMBO BCTpEYal IPEBHUI 3aMOK CBOIO BJIa/IETENbHUILY. XOT,
JecsATKa JIBa YEeJIOBEK BBILUIM Ha CTEHY, HO €jBa JIM 3TO COILLIO Obl 32 TOPKECTBEHHYIO BCTpedy. A
BJIaJIeTe/IbHULIA U BOBCE CIajia B PyKax y KHs34 [IbsHa, el Hu 10 4ero He ObLIO Jiena.

— Mm1 yxe npuObuiy, Jup? — TUXO CHpOCHIT Apfasi Mar-XxpaHUTesIb, KOTOPbII JIeTel ¢ HUM Ha
OIHOM [JPaKOHE.

['masactelil Mar BcE€ mpuMedas 1 BHA3 cMoTpelt Oe3 0os3Hu. U He cka3aTh, 4TOObI BOJTHOBAJICS
B IIyTH. A BeJib, BIIEPBbIE JIETA HA JPAKOHE, TPYJHO HE BOHOBATHCA.

Apnaii, He 0OopaumBasich, KMBHYJ. BOT He HpaBuMiICcsS eMy XpaHuTeNb. Bripouem, Kak 1 KHS3I0,
u IIxensepy. OH, 3TOT Mar, Kak Obl CKa3aTh. .. HACTOPaKUBAJI.

IlepBeiM Ha cTeHy cest KopuuHeBbld TanbAp, Ha KOTOpoM Jjeten [IbsH, CIeI0M TEMHO-CEPHI
ApmuH, nipuHeciuil Apaast U XpaHUTes.

Kak 30ByT xpanurens?.. Ax na, Beiip.

Korna Tanbap u ApmuH B3nerenu, ceinl cepoil JKakyp, Ha KoTopoMm npwierenu Jxensep u
Manruna. [IpsH, coiid ¢ ApakoHa, KOPOTKO KMBHYJI BCTpevaomM 1 ¢ KaHtaHol Ha pykax Harpa-
BUWJICS 110 CTEHE BHYTPb 3aMKa. Apfail OTMETHII Ipo ceOsl, YTO UTCBAHCKOTO Mara [ esiemeHTa He ObIIo
— TOTO Mpexynpeaun, 4yto OyayT roctd u3 Xaagapaa. He Hy)XHO UM BCcTpedarbesi C MPUABOPHBIM
MaroM, KOTOpbIH CIIy’KHUT U COAIUMILIAM TOXE.

XpaHuTens yAbIOHYJICS ApAalo Kak-To 3auckupaome. HeynmuBurensHo, eMy ObUIO HEYIOTHO
3[1€Ch, OTHOMY CPely COJIMILIEB U UX JPAKOHOB, M OH XOTeJ Obl 3apyUUThCS YbUM-TO PaCIOJIOKeE-
HUEM.

JxenBep, MPOXoAs MUMO, CKa3all:

«[Ipucmarpusait noka 3a HUM. [IpoBoAM 1O KOMHAT M YCIIOKOM MajlOCTb».

Ara, 3HauMT, Apaaio Nopy4rsu ObITh HHBKOM Mara. [IpekpacHo.

«XOpOI110», — OTO3BAJICS OH.

ITO HE TOT CIy4ay, KOraa MOKHO CIIOPUTD.

«3910 Mnanmuii [IpsiH, OH B JIMUMHE», — IPOMKO J00aBui [[xenBep, motoMy 4ro Ha Appas
HEKOTOpbIe yike norsasiBaii. HoBoe uiio cpeny npuOIMKeHHbIX KHA34, 1 eIE U C TAKUMU Xapak-
TEPHBIMHU, «JIbSTHOBCKAMU>» YEPTAMH. . .

— [IpuBerctByio Bac, — K HUM nofommén [Ipok CTtaByp, KOTOPHI IMOKA UCHOHS 005S3aHHOCTH
9KOHOMa B 3aMKe. — Bropon atax, 3amagHoe Kpbulo. Pagom ¢ TBoumu komHatamu, Muagmmi [IpsH.
ITpoBoauis rocra?

Ha connuiickom oH JOOaBHIT:

«O0IMI CTOJ, KaK BCETHa, B HUKHEM 3aJIe».

— bnaropapio, mup CraByp, — ckasan Apaaid BCIyX, B OCHOBHOM JJIsI Mara.

— Kak nyuriie k Te6e oOparnarbcsi? — npocui Beiip, — y Te0s1 ectb TUTYI?

— Mens 30ByT Appaii [IpsH. be3 tutyna.

— Jlup Appain?

— MoxHo u Tak. S paj, 4yTo NOJNET HA ApaKOHE He Haryraa Teds, JUp Mar, — BBEpHYJI OH.

— S He myruB, up Apaai, — TYT e OTBETUJI TOT, — MOsI Ky3MHa OOUTCS JPaKOHOB, HO OHa Ipo-
cro cnabas aeBymka. U s u3dasimo e€ ot atoro crpaxa. 5 3mech, YToObl HacTaBIATH e€. M momorars.

— Jla-ga, 51 HOoHSIJ.

He cniopurts xe. CKopo mar cam IOMMET, CKOJIb MaJIO EMY 3[IECh ITO3BOJIEHO.

«Munangmmit [IpsH! — OKJIMKHYA Aprasi O1MH U3 CONIUMIIEB, — KHSA3b HA CAMOM JIeJIe KeHUJICS ?
Ito He myTKa? U ero xeHa IEMCTBUTENIBHO 104Yb IIPOKJIATOrO Mara?»
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«Kpome otma, y He€ ecTb MaTh, KOTOpasi HACJIEAHUIIA TPEBHEW KPOBU 3/ICIIHUX BIajeTeNeH.
Ona noutu nipuHIiecca! A octajibHOE TeOe pacCKakeT KHSI3b, €CJIU CIIPOCHIIIb ! »

«Ho ona nous mara Kaw6a? [Jous youitimi ?»

Apnaii OcTAaHOBHJICS, IOMCKAJ IJIa3aMK TOBOpHBIIEro. bosbinoi ceprlit CtapTak, OJM3KUN APYT
Jxensepa. Ecnv npuHsATh, 4TO y TOro ObuIn OMU3KKE Opy3bs, Bce-Taku JIKenBep «uesloBek B cede»,
CO BCEX CTOPOH 3aKphIThIi. Emg Obl, OM1H M3 HeMHOTHX CHITbHBIX MaroB B Coze. M moatomy Craprak
MIPUCTAET ¢ paccrpocamu He K I xensepy, a Kk MinagmemMy [IpsHy — MaJIbUMIIKY JIEr4e pa3rOBOPUTH.

«OHna npanpaBHy4Ka JlpakoHa-VI3rHaHHMKa, KOTOPBIN SKOOBI CITUT 10J] 9TUM 3aMKkoM! U y Hee
BOJIIIeOHast KpoBb, KoTOpast HyxHa dpsHy. W ecTb dena, KOTOpble BaXkHee TBOETO HEOBOJIbCTBA,
Craprak».

«U vepoBonberBa Crapiiero psina? Y octanbhbix kjaHoB Conapl ?»

«HenoBonbcTBO npexonsie. MiHorna oHo MpoucxoauT oT HeBexecTsa. CripalmBail y KHs34,
Craprak!»

«$] HeBexka, HO TIOHSUI: KHSI3b HE HA30BET 3Ty KEHIMHY KeHOU nepes HapoxoM u CrapmmMu
Conapl. OHa HyXHa eMy 37ech, U ToJbKO. Eci oHa He cTpaliHel noapuiia, To nmopagyemcs 3a
KHs1351 ! »

OH noHs11, Hazlo ke. A Besib Apraii 3Toro BoBce He roBopril. OH XOTes1 OObSICHUTD U ONIPaBIATh
MIOCTYTIOK KHS3sl, TIpecevb YIPEKU U HEJOBOJIBCTBO. XOTs ObI ceiyac, a OTOM KHSI3b CaM CKakeT
CBOE CJIOBO.

«[opagyemcsi! — mogepxal KTO-TO HACMENUIMBO. — Y UTCBAHIIEB I0YEPH BPAroB KeJaHHbIN
Tpodeit, MU 3a0aBISIOTCS B TOCTENU. [bsiH eIl NepeHsTh OObIYal UTCBAHIIEB».

«Crpocu y kHs3s1! OH caM OOBSICHUT, UTO OH permui!» — cka3zaia Apaai pe3ko.

«HaBepnoe, npoksaTeiii Kaiob 3aTeM U jKeHWICS Ha BIAJETENBbHUIIE, YTOOBl HAJIOKHUTD JIAIThI
Ha 3aMOK. [IpsIH 3HAeT, 4TO JesaeT», — PACCYIUTENbHO CKa3al SKoHOM CTaByp.

«[la, m He Hy)HO eMmy Memath! OOpryan iTcBaHb — He Harm oobrdau! Eciii nMriepatop BCyum
€My JKEHIIIUHY, 3TO He 3HAYUT, UTO OHA CTAHET KHATUHEN [{psSHHOM | » — 3aMeTHJT KTO-TO U3 COLAUMIIEB.

— Iowiném, mup mar, — Apaail OATOMKHYJI TUIEYOM XPaHUTEIS.

Takoro otHoreHus k Kanrtane ciepoBaio oxunars. Ho [IpsiH ymMeeT yoex1aTh, Tak 4To C 3TOU
CTOpoHBI He Oynet rpooneM. 3neck — He OyneT. Ho Coma He mpuMeT Takylo KHATHHIO [[bsHHY, 3TO
Xke SICHO.

— Mems Bcera yauBIisiia 3Ta Ballla Urpa B3I AaMu, CTOJIb MHOTO3HAYUTETbHBIMU, — HETPOMKO
3aMeTHJI XpaHUTEIb, Uasl psiioM ¢ Apaaem. — Kaxercsi, Bam He HyKHBI CJIOBA. . .

Apnaii ToNbKO YJIBIOHYJICS, PyTHYBILHCH PO ceOst — KaKOM ke HaOMoaaTebHbIiA Mar !

— HyxHsl, koHeuHO. HO TBI MpaB, MbI IpUBBIKaeM Oe3 CJIOB MOHUMATh APYT Apyra.

Marwu He cibimat copauiickuii! Eciu onu He comuiitel. Ho Ha/to HAmOMHUTB BeeM, YTOOBI TTpU
Mare OOJIbIIle TOBOPHIIN BCIIyX. B 3aMKe 4y’ KOii, M C HUM HaJI0 OCTOPOKHUYATb.

— MeHs He yIMBIISIET, YTO BCTpeda He Oblia TopxkecTBeHHOW. Ho oHa He Oblta u Onmaroskerna-
TesapHOU. [lommanHble KH3S He 0100psIoT ero 6pak? — rojoc Mara Beiipa ObUT TIOJIOH 3a00THI | JIeT-
KO TPEeBOTH.

N em€ Apparo nokasasaoch, YTO TaM 3BAKHYJIA M HOTKA YAOBJIETBOPEHUS.

— Tw1 ommbaembest, — ckazan oH. — I[IpaBma B ToM, 4To yoau yaueiaeHsl. Ho KHS3b ¢ 9TUM
pazbepércsi.

— Ila, Opak cyBepeHa He MOXET ObITh TAKKM. .. BHE3AITHbIM.

Apnaii npomosnyail.

— A Benp s nonarai, uto KHa310 Comibl ClieqyeT JieTaTh Ha YePHOM JPaKoHe, — CMEHUJI TeMy
Mar, — OHU Beflb camble-camble, BepHO? Ho 3a nocnennee Bpems B Xajiapae s He BUAEI HU OJHOTO
Takoro. 51 B 4eM-To ommobaocy?

— Ommbaenibes, up Mar. KHs3b MOXET cecTh Ha JTo00ro JipakoHa. Het mpaBwt Ha 3TOT CUET.

— Ecnu tak, To eMy MOXHO TOJIBKO 3aBHJJOBaTh, — KAK-TO KPHUBO YJBIOHYJICS Mar Beiip.
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— MoiHO, — KOpPOTKO coriacuics Apaau.

— Ckaxu, Kak Thl ynpasisiellb JpakoHom? Koria Ml j1eTenu, Kak Thl OTAA] €My IPUKa3 CHU-
katbcsi? Benp ynpsiku He ObUIO.

— 51 mpocTO XJIOMHYI €ro MO CIIUHE, — MOSICHWI Ap/iaid, MOMeUIMB HEMHOTO, YTOOBI IPUIyMaTh
OTBET. — Y JPaKOHOB OYEHb YyBCTBUTE/IbHAS LLIKYpa.

Mar noHumarie KuBHyJI.

— A caMKM IpakoOHOB KMBYT TOJIBKO B BaIlIMX ropax? 31ech, Ha OCTPOBAaX, UX ObITh HE MOXET,
s1 IPaBUJIBHO MOHMMai0? VIM Beib He MO3BOJIEHO JIETaTh TaK JAJIEKO?

Apnail OCTAaHOBUJICS, YAUBJIEHHO BO33PUJICS HA Mara-X paHuTesl.

— Ilouemy He 03BOJIEHO?

— Ho Benp ux feno npon3BoguTh NoToMcTBO? Kak yacto pasMHOkaloTCs Ballld APAKOHBI?

— Bort uto0, up Mar, — Apaaii cMymieHHO Kanuistay1. — Cripsiub Kyna-HUOyIb CBOE HEyEMHOe
moOorbITcTBO. VIHavYe oTnpaBuIibesi B Xamapa yxe 3aBTpa yrpoM. Mbl He JTI0OUM TOBOPUTH PO
JPaKOHOB, Thl BeJlb 3HACIIIb.

— Ecm g ornipaBmioch B Xajjiapy 3aBTpa YTPOM, KHATHHSI HE CTaHET MCTUHHOW XO3SMKON
3amka. He oTkpoeT cBor BO3ZMOKHOCTH, — BO3pa3uJI Mar Beiip pesko. — f Bcero b moO03HaTeleH.
Dta YyepTa Momorsa MHe CTaTh TeM, KTo s ecTb. Ho s nmonsin. M3BunHM, mup Apnai.

— Huuero crpaiHoro, — KMBHYJ1 Apzai, — Te, KTO IIJI0X0O Hac 3HAeT, IEUCTBUTEIbHO MHOTO YETo
HE TIOHMMAIOT TIoHavaty. M BOT uTo, s ToXe JioOo3HateseH. HekoTopele cuMTaior, 4To He B Mepy.
Bor, ragaio — Tb1 XpanuTespb yero? Yrto Bbl Xpanute B cBoeir Odutenu Xpanutensi?

Bor. INonyyait, m0003HATETBHBIN Mar-X paHUTEb.

—3... cekpetnl Kacra, mup Apnail. 91o gpeBHss 3emiis. OHa. .. — TOT cjerka pacrepsuics.

Hayo xe. A Beab JOMKEH YMETh OTOMBATLCS OT TAKUX MPOCTHIX BOIIPOCOB. YIPaKHEHUE IS
CaMBbIX NEPBBIX YPOKOB PUTOPUKH B ILIKOJIE JAIBKOHTOB.

— A dro ciyuuTtes, eciv He ctaHer Oourtenu Xpanurtens? — nponookan Apaaid. — TaHeiickue
ropsl ycTosAT Ha cBoEéM Mecte? A cam Kact ocraneTcs KHsAKeCTBOM, BXOIALIMM B coctas imnepun?

Mar orsesn B3rIAI.

— Ha, mup Apnaii. I'opsl ycrosiT, a Kact ocraneTcst KHskecTBOM, 51 Hajetock. Ho OyzneT notepsiHo
HeuTo BaxkHOe. Hensmepumo BaxHOE.

— BasxHoe — a1 koro?

— 1 He Mory OTBETUTb, — Mar OIATh BIMVISHYJ Ha Aprast MpsMo, W YABIOHYJICS, — 9TO TaiiHa,
a s €€ XpaHUTEIb.

— V3BuHM 3a HaCTOMYMBOCTSD, 1Up Beiip. Mbl noutu npunuim.

JleficTBUTENBbHO, UM OCTAJIOCh JIMIIb CBEPHYTh B MaJICHbKMI TYMMKOBBIA KOpuaop. M3 kopu-
nopa nagai cBet. KomMHaThl 1J1s1 HUX FTOTOBWJIM, M OCTABUJIM TOPSIIIYIO JIAMITy B IIPOXOJE. A BECh ITyTh
cloja OHM Tpoziesiayii 6e3 CBeTa, 10 TEMHbIM KOPUAOpaM M JIECTHULIAM. Apaai He TIOLyMall O TOM,
YTOOBI 3aro/isl B3Th Y 9KOHOMA CBEUY WJIH JIaMITy, OH XOPOIIIO BUJIEN ¥ B TEMHOTE.

Tak BOT, Mar, KOTOpbIi1 BCE 3TO BpeMs ILIENT PsJIOM, TOXKE HU pa3y HE COTKHYJICS.

— 51 3ametun, y Tebs1 eCTh MaruvecKoe 3peHue, JIMp Mar? — He yuepxaiics Apaau.

— OHO ecTb y BCeX XpaHuTeJiel, — OpoBbio He TIoBel Beiip, — ofiHa 13 HEOOXOAUMBIX CLIOCOOHO-
creit. B TaHelickux ropax HemaJo nemiep, a Joopasi moJoBHHA Harieii OOUTeNN CKpbITa BHYTPH TOPHI.

OHM OTHOBPEMEHHO YBU/IENH, KaK TeMHAasl TeHb MEJIbKHYJIa Yepe3 KOpUIop U ucuesia. Apaai
MOTOPOMIIICSI OPOCUTD «CETh», HO HET, HE yCIed. ..

— Dta aBepb, — Mokazas mar Beiip.

JlBepb Bena B KOMHaThl Apras.

— Xouernb Mo3BaTh KOro-HuOyas? — yrouHmi Mar. — Vnm nocmorpum camu? §1 HeHacneqHbIN
MMEHb, €CJIM YTO, a TAaKKe 3HAI0 Marndeckue OOeBble IPUEMBI.

Meua y Apnas ¢ coboil He ObLI0, HO OBUT HOX 3a mosicoM U cwia [IpssHoB. W 1eBaTbes Hens-
BECTHOMY M3 T€X KOMHAT HEKY/a, €CJIM OH HE YMEET JIeTaTh, KaK MTHYKA.
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— JlaBaii TOCMOTPUM, — COTJIACHIICSI OH ¥ OPOCHJT «CETh-JIOBYIIIKY» y BXOJa B KOPHIOP, YTOOBI
€CJI KTO €CTb, HE YILIEJ HE3aMETHO.

Io kpaitHeit Mepe, Ha TeX, KTO IO CHX MOpP MPOOHPAJICS B 3aMOK, COAMNCKAS «CETh» JAEHCTBO-
Basia 6€30TKa3HO, M STOT MPUEM UCTIONB30BAHUS CHIIbI Apiail HETJIOX0 OCBOMII. MHOTUMH APYTUMHU
OH IIPOCTO IOKAa HE BJIAJIEI.

OH pacraxHyJ1 IBepb, CTYIII OCTOPOKHO, B JIOOYI0 MUHYTY TOTOBBII OPOCUTB «ceTb». B 00enx
KOMHATaX Ha MEepBBIA B3MIAA ObUTO TycTo. Mar BbyAMJI U3 KapMaHa U YPOHWII Ha TMOJ MaJICHbKUI
JKE€JIe3HBIN 1IApUK, TOSCHUI:

— Ecnm oH 3aKkpbLiIcs 4eM-TO Maru4ecku, 3T0 MIOMOKET.

OHM 3amIsAHY/IM BCIOAY ¥ HUKOT'O HE HalIUIN.

— TBou KOMHATBI HAIPOTUB, JIUP, — CKa3asl Apaai, — 1aBail Tak )K€ OCMOTPUM HX, U KOPUJIOP.

OnHM ocMOTpenH, U OMATh Mar Opocall Ha TOJ MapyK. Pe3ynbrar okasasncs TOT xe.

— Tyt Hukoro Het! — yBepeHHO 3asiBUJI Mar Befip, — eci 1 ObLJT KTO-TO, OH YIIENT Yepes MopTaJl.

— 31ech He OTKPBIBAIOTCS MOPTaNbl, — OypKHYJI ApAai, — Maru no3a00THIINCh, 3aKPbLIA BCE,
YTO MOXHO. Eciiv TOJBKO. ..

— HeunsBecTHble BaM CKpBIThIE MTOPTaJibl, IOCTABJIEHHbIE KEM-TO U3 CTapbIX BlaAETesel, — KUB-
HyJ Mar. — ] moHnMal. ITOT 3aMOK OKa3aJICsl 3araJlouHbIM M OMACHbIM i uykuXx. [loaTomy Bam u
MOHAJOOMJIACh €r0 3aKOHHAS BJIA/ICTEIbHUIIA.

—MBbI He uykue, — BCKUHY/ICA Apaai, — 9TOT 3aMOK. . .

OH BOBpeMS 3aMOJT4aII, COOOpa3MB, UTO MPO «HACTEACTBO» [IpakoHa-M3rHaHHMKA Mary roBo-
PUTb HE HAJIO.

— DTOT 3aMOK NIPUHAJIEKAJ HAIIMM TTPeIKaM, — HaIlleJICsl OH, — 9TO 0e3 COMHEHHUSI.

— Koneuno, — mar otrBepHyicsi, u Oyab Apaail 4yTh BHUMATeIbHEe, OH pasriisaen Obl Heroao-
BaHUE B €ro0 B3IJISJIE.

W3 kopumopa goHECCS MCIyTaHHbIA TojIoc. ApJiail BHIJISTHY U YBUJIEIN, UTO CITyXKaHKa C 00JTb-
MM TIOJJHOCOM TOITYETCsI, He B CHJIaX UATH — e€ 3ajiepkana «ceTb». C Hell ObUT COIUeII C JIAMITOM,
KOTOPBIN HE NONAJICSI, KOHEYHO, HO CJTY’KaHKY BBI3BOJIUTH HE MOT.

— TMomoru, Mnammmii [Ipsa! YOepu JoByImKy! — KpUKHYJ copauel] BciayX. — Uto y Bac Tyt
TBOpUTCA?!

Apnail moToponuIIcs: BHIOIHUTH MTPOCKOY.

— Ham ¢ marom-xpaHuresieM 4To-TO IOMEPEIIIOCh, — OOBSICHIIT OH HEXOTS.

JleBy1ika npouuia B IOKOU Mara 1 oIycTHIa MogHoc Ha crosl. Conauen ¢ JJaMIton Tonal clieIoM,
1 Apnail He YCOMHUJICS, YTO 9TO OH Ha CAMOM JieJie TallluJI MOIHOC CBOEM CHJION, IEBYIIIKA 32 HEro
JIMIIb JIepKasiach — YK CIUIIKOM JIETKO OHA JIBUTANIA TaKylo TshkecTh. HUKTO OBl HE pemwt, 4yTo Mara
u3 Kacra TyT coOpasiich MOPUTH TOJIOIOM.

— Haneroch, Tl BceM J10BOJIEH, JIUP, U XOPOLIO OTAOXHENIb ITOCTIE JOPOTHY, — CKa3asia IeBYIIKa, —
KHS3b KeJaeT Tede 100poit Houn. Eciu uTo-HuOy s IOHAIOOMTCS, BOT 3BOHOK IS IIPUCITYTH, — OHA
MOKa3aJia Ha 3BOHOK.

«A T1e0s1, Mnanmmii [IpsiH, KHA3b KAET BHU3Y», — JOOABUJT COTUEII.

— Iepenaii Mo GarogapHOCTh KHS3I0, — Mar 3€BHYJI, JAEJIMKATHO MPUKPBIB POT JIaJOHbBIO. —
ITo npaBae roeops, s ycrad.

OcraBIuch OiMH, Mar 3arep JABepb Ha 3aBUKKY, MOAHSUI C M0JIa MIAPUK, IOTOM MOAOIIEN K
OOJIBIIION KPOBATU B YIIIy KOMHATHI M OTOABHHYJT TSKENBIN TTOJIOT.

— DI, BblJIE3all, MPOXBOCT, — CKAa3aJl OH, — TOJILKO HE 3aCTaBJISIi JKAATh!

Kto 6b1 HE OBLT POXBOCTOM, TIPOChOE OH He BHsUL. [ToBTOPATH JTMp Beiip He cran, HarudaTbes
TOXE, OH B3MaxHyJ pyKamH, a TMOTOM CTajl nepeOuparh UMH, CJIOBHO TSAHYJ OpOIIEHHYIO B sSIMY
BEPEBKY, M CKOPO M3-TI0/1 KPOBATH TIOKA3AJIMCh YbH-TO HOTH, OOyThIe B pa30UThIE CATIOTH, a IIOTOM U
BEChb «IIPOXBOCT», HEBBICOKHH IIYTLIBIN MApeHb, KOTOPbIN CTPAHHO U3BUBAJICS, CYyUYHJT HOTaMH, OyITO

89



H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

ObL1 cBsi3aH. [Ipu 3TOM, Ka3anoch Obl, HUKAKMX MyT HA HEM He ObUIO. BUIMMBIX Ty T, BO BCSIKOM CITy-
yae.

— Be3 mynocreii? — npunonHsan OpoBb Mar, — €CI XO4elllb COXPaHUTDb TOJIOBY Ha IUIeYax.
JKuBbIM 110 IBepH He TOOSKUIIIb, TIOHST?

OH mENKHY NaJblaMu, ¥ 110 TIOJ0JTY pyOaxu napHs noodexas oronék. [LeHHUK 3akuBa, mpo-
X pHIIE:

— 41 nmoHs1, TP, MOHSLIL.

Ewme ogHo nBMkeHue najipliaMu, 1 HEBUAUMBIE Iy Thl criayiv. [lapeHs ces, MOBEN miedyamu U ¢
OIacKOM, CHU3Y BBEPX, IOCMOTPEJ Ha Mara.

— TbI KTO? — CIIPOCHIT TOT.

— Cnyra B 3amke, Jivp.

— Bpeib, — BeIHEC BEpIUKT Mar, — JlaBail cHayauia. MiHave mpsiMo ceityac ciam 1eds 31E1HIM
X0351eBaM, — ¥ C YIOBOJILCTBEM OTMETHJI, UTO TUICHHUK elE OoJibIlie MO0 eaHel.

CnaBarb CBOEro HEX/JIaHHOTO TUICHHMKA COIIMiIaM Mar Beiip He coOupaicsi, BOT Tak cpasy,
1o KpaiiHel mepe. OH MpeKpacHO MOHMMAJI, YTO caM 3/eCh He APYT U He Joporo rocts. YyBcTBa 1
KHSDKBETO TJIEMSIHHUKA, ¥ OCTATBHBIX ObUIA OYEBHU/IHBI.

— Urak, te1 cnyra. B 3amke. Yent ciyra? Cyxuiib He KojjiyHaM, a komy? — Belip B ynop
PasriIsAbIBaN TUICHHUKA.

ToT noHypuIICs U MEUIUII C OTBETAMM.

— 4 TyT NOCTOPOHHUH, HYX/AI0Ch B TIOMOIIIHY, — J00ABUJI Mar. — § He TOPHBINA KOJIIYH, ThI 9TO
noHnmMaenb? Ecim Oyaeris MHe moneseH, s1 Toxe Tede momory. i Havana He BblAaM KOJIIyHaM.
Wnu Beigam. Yto BeIOMpaeIib?

[Mapens okazaiicsi pegKuM TYrogyMoM. YToOsl MoMoYb eMy cooOpakarh ObicTpee, Beiip onsth
IIETYKOM 32KET OTOHb, HA 3TOT pa3 Ha pykase ero pydaxu. [lapens 3arpsiccsi.

— 4 cornaceH, s coryiaceH, Jmp!

Mar B3oxHy ¢ obneryeHrieM. OH Beb He CTaJl Obl IPOJIOIKATh U, HATIPUMEP, BCEPbE3 MBITATH
HE3aJauwIMBOrO JIa3yTYMKa, U YOUTh ero Toxe He cMor Obl. M feno maxe He B kanoctu. Bo Bpems
JOJTOro MyTeleCTBUS 0 0O0MM MaTeprKaM OH He pa3 CTpajall OT TUIIOB, TOTOBBIX MO3APUTHCS Ha
qysKoe 100po, U He UCTIBITHIBAJI K HUM COUYBCTBHsI, CKOpPEe CUMTAN, YTO OHU 3aC/TyKMBAIOT HaKa3a-
Hust. Ho ero coOcTBeHHas cuiia, MojTydeHHas OT MPEJKOB C KPOBbIO, ObLIa TAKOTO PO/, YTO MPHYH-
HAThH CTPAJaHus U yOMBATh OH ObLT IMOUYTH He criocoOeH. TouHee, 3TO TPO3UsIo HEMPUSITHOCTAME eMy
caMoMmy.

— Komy TbI ciyskuiib?

— IIpexxnemy x0341Hy 3amMKa. TouHEe, CeMbe MPEKHETO XO35IMHA.

— Popguuam mara Karo0a, gyro ym?

— Ha, mup. Tenepp umenio Kawo0y, astiomnike Mmara-37oesl.

— Mara-3nones, aa. § nousut, — Beiip ycMexHysics.

OH He couyBCTBOBAJI Mary-BbICKOUKE, KOrJa-To nepexsatupiueMy y Hero Kaiipy. Ho kak xe
BCE MpexoJsllle, BUepa BEPHBIN CIyra UMIepaTopa, cerouHsi Mar-snoae. [Ipudém u Tot, U apyroit
SMUTETHI — 32 OJIHU U T€ ke JIea.

— Kaxk T8I crofa nonan? — cipocuit oH. — Thl BeIb Uy:KOM Ha 9TUX OCTPOBax?

— 4 6eBan 31eck ¢ upom Karodom u mport Benoit. Xoaus o 3aMKy. MHOTO MOMHIO.

— Tbl mportyckaelp MOM BOMPOCH], — MOMNEHsT Beilp, n onaTh MWENKHYN NanblaMy, OTYEro
y OeqHATU-Ta3yTYMKa 3aJbIMHUJICS BOPOT pyOaxu, — Kak Thl monai ciopa? Ilpuribin Ha kopadie?
[Tpuien uepes [Asepn?

CI0BO «IOpTat», KOTOPOE MPEeANOYUTAIH YIIOTPEOATh YUEHbIE UTCBAHCKIE Mary, Beiip Heno-
moGmuBas. B O6utenu XpaHutess 10 cux Mop roBopuin «[Ieeps». Ctapble TpaAUIMK CTOSIT TOTO,
YTOOBI XpPaHUTh UX B TAKMX MeJlouax. bosblliee Bceraa CoCTaBlIeHO U3 MEHBIIIETO.

— JIBEpb, — IPOXPHUIIET JIA3YTYHK.

90



H. CanyHkoBa. «3aMOK KHSTUHU»

— W e xe sta [Ieps?

— Buugy. B noaBasie. OqHa 1 octanach. 3/ellIHAe Maru BCE€ MOIYUCTUIIN U 3aKPbLIU. PaHbiie
y nupa Katoba 6bi1a [IBepb, KoTOpas Besia K HeMy B UTCBAHCKUH 3aMOK.

— 41 capiuasn, nogBan Tenepb 3aMypoBaH.

— Ocracs mpoxof.

Mar Beiip Bo311MKOBaJI B J1yllle, TAKOT'O NIOIapKa OH Jiaxe He oxuaal. ITyTs B oBas He UCKarTb,
€cTb FOTOBBIN U M3BecTHbIN! U npsimo Tam — JIBeps.

— U kypna xe BezeT 3Ta ogHa JIBepb? — yTOUHMII OH.

— B Taneiickue ropsl. 910 B Kacre. Jlaneko. Takoe MecTo, 4TO e Moau BHIOSPHCH.

— IloHATHO, — KMBHYJ Mar, — OKaXelllb MHE, Kak IIPOWTH B MoABall, U [IBepb.

[Haitrakan — apeBHsis 3emis Kacra. EctectBenHo, uto crapsie [IBepu otciona BeayT B Kacr.
N 310 0YeH» xopoto.

— U s Toxe okaxy Tede ycayry. Thl Belb UTO-TO MIIEIIb U HE MOXEIb HANTH? — OH CIPOCHIT
Hayra/i, HO IUIeHHUK 3aKUBaJI.

— Hekoropsle KOMHATBHI B 3aMKe Mponaiy, — ckazaid oH. — OHM ObUIH, S TOYHO MOMHIO, KaK
mup Kawob otkpbiBan ux. S Torma meén ciegoM. A Ternepb npornaiu. MHe HY)KHO HAlTH TeTpaau C
3anucsMU U OTHECTH UX crapoMmy Jupy. U Bc€. Mue nprkaszanu. § Meurai MOKOHYHTH C 3THM, J100-
Ppblii JHp.

— Koneuno, nouemy Obl He oTHaTh OymMaru 3aKOHHBIM HacJIeJHUKaM, — corsacuics Beiip, —
9TO crpaBeBO. S Tebe momory. A TOKa BOT, — OH KOCHYJICS JIAJIOHBIO €r0 IeKH, OTYero Ha Hew
OCTaJIOCh KOPUYHEBOE TISATHBIIIKO, MOXOKEe Ha POIUHKY. — DTO MomemnaeT tede yiuti B [IBeph, u
BOOOIIE cOexarh 0e3 Moero Begoma. [Tokaskerb 10pory B OABAJI, U MBI €IIIE IIOTOBOPUM. A Teriepb
yxoau. CMoKelIb CpsATaThCs B 3aMKe?

Tort sHepruyHo 3akuBaj. Beiip ykazan emy Ha BBIXO[], 1 HOBOTO 3HAKOMIIA HE IIPUIILIOCH ITPO-
CUTbh JIBAXKbl, UCTIAPWIICSI B MTHOBEHHE OKa. A Mar He cremia yMbUICS — BCE [UIst 3TOro ObUIO MpH-
TOTOBJIEHO 3arofisi, — M ces K croiny. HeoxuianHoe NpUKIIOYeHUe MOAHSIO eMy U HACTPOEHUE, U
arnreTuT.

OpnHa BaXkHasI €ro 3aJa4a 1oka He peliniach, HO MyTh K PEIICHUI0 HAMETHIICA. YTO MOXET ObITh
ayurie. Eciu Obl Tak e JIETKO yIaloch U BCE OCTAIBHOE. . .
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I'naa 15. O0bsAcHeHUA

3a JuHHBIM cTojIoM B HikHeM 3aje coOpaiuch MoyTd Bee, He ObUIO JIMIIb TeX, KOro He
MYCTHJIM JEUCTBUTENBHO BakHble jena. COnuilbl XOTeIM YC/IbIaTh OObSCHEHNUSI CBOETO KHS3S.
Kak oH MOr B34Tb B )KEHBI HACTOJILKO HEMOAXOAALLYIO JeBYILIKY ? Bonmiome Henoaxoasmywo. PogHyio
J04Yb Mara, KOTOpOro ¢ HEHaBHUCTHIO IOMUHAIOT 110 Bce Cojie, OT CEBEPHBIX OCTPOBOB JO I0KHBIX
otporoB. OHa MorJ1a Obl KUTh cebe IoMa, C pPOIHBIMH, ¥ HUKOMY He Obu1o OBl 10 He€ aena. Ho cra-
HOBUTBCA [IbSIHHOU, CONIMMCKON KHATUHEN? DTO Yepecuyp.

Uro emé ckaxer [en, Crapmmuii [IpsiH, BOOOIe UHTEpECHO OyAeT MOCTyIIaTh. . .

Bot onm cunat tecno, ero moau. JlioboMy u3 HUX KHs3b [IpsiH 10BEpsieT G€30r0BOPOYHO M
caM 1oOouTcs MOABECTH. A Terepb OHU ITPOTUB Hero. Beero ymiib n3-3a skeHiuHbl. Y um npuaercs
cefluac HalTH HEKHH MyTh K PAaBHOBECHIO. XOTsI Obl BPEMEHHO.

— Bl 3HaeTe, uTO S BEpHYJICA HE OIUMH, — CKa3a [IpAH BCIIyX, IOTOMY YTO COLIMMLIAMH 3[1€Ch
OBLIN HE BCe, — MBI XOTEJTH ITPUBE3TH CI0ZIa BJIAJETEIBHUILY 3aMKa, M MBI 3TO caenani. Mar Kawo0 3nech
XO35IIHUYAJI UMEHHO [TOTOMY, 4TO ObUT MYXKEM BJIaJIeTeNIbHULIBL. 3/1eCh BCE 3aBA3aHO Ha e€ KpoBb. Ha
KpoBb JlpakoHa-M3rHaHHMKa, KOrga-To OCTPOMBLLETO ITOT 3aMOK. BBl 3HaeTE 3Ty MECTHYIO JIETE€HTY.
Tax BoT, 6€3 Moeii xenbl upbl Kantansl, Binanerensautib Llafitakana, Mbl HUKOTIa He Oy/ieM BJajieTh
stoii 3emuieil. Hukorna He Oynem 371ech B O€30M1aCHOCTH.

Bor, kyna yx yoenurensHeil. Ho mouemy oH Tak BosHyeTcsl, JeMOHbI? OH BCE paBHO MOCTYIUT
TaK, Kak 3axoueT caM. Ho eMy Bejb Hy’KHO, 4TOOBI €r0 )KEeHILMHY IPUHSIIN 1 HE YCIIOKHSUIU €M )KU3Hb.
YroOs! mopaepxkany, ecau Oyznetr Heooxoaumo. [Toka ke caepkaHHOe HEJOBOJIBCTBO BHCENO B 3aJle.
Te, xoro oH Opaut ¢ codoit B Xaaaapa, ObUIH, TOKATYH, JIOSUTBHEH BCEro, HO M OHM ObLIM HEIOBOJTbHBL.
B Xapnapae HUKTO He CTas 9TO MOKa3blBaTh, 3aTO TENEPS. ..

—IloueMy UMEHHO ThI, MO KHsI3b? — CITpock1 9KoHOM CTaByp, — pa3Be 00JIbIlie HEKOMY ObUIO?
He nHarmnoch 6eckpbuioro, KOTopblii Obl cornacuics? [la KTo yroaHo, mpocTo He Thi!

— Mor TonbKO ! — noBeIcHII ros10C IbsAH, U BCTPETWIICA B3IVIAAOM C [kKenBepoM.

ToT NoHsIT HEeBBICKa3aHHYI0 IPockOy. Beran, mopHs pyKy, B30pbl 0OpaTHIIMCh Ha HETO.

— D10 OpeBHss Marusl KpoBu. VIMeHHO OHa BbIOpasia KHsI351 B MYKbsI BJIa/ICTEJIbHHILIBI, — CIIO-
KOWHO 00bsicHmI [IkenBep. — JloroBopHOM Opak, 3aKJII0YEHHbIN 110 3aKoHaM VITCBaHBbl, 3aTO B HAIIMUX
uHTepecax. Ecim HaM noBes€er, y mupsl KaHTanbl pogurcs Ao4b, KOTOpas yHacJaeqyeT IIpaBa Ha 3TU
3eMJIM, U TOT/IA YK€ 9TO MECTO OKOHYATEJIbHO CTAHET HaluM. 31ech, B [llalitakane, ecTs cuia 1peB-
HHX JPaKOHOB, M Mbl He TIO3BOJIMM HH MMIIepaTopy, Hi KaoOaM HanoxuTh Ha He€ pyKy!

B nBepsx nossuica Apnai 1 Teneps ciayman Jlxkensepa, MIPUCIOHUBLINCH K IIPUTOJIOKE.

— Korna Hamm nenpl MOKMHY/IM UCKOHHBIA MUP, MBI IIOTEPSUIM HEMAJTYIO 4acTh CHJIBI, — IIPO-
J0JIKaJl TOT, Bce OoJbllie BOOAYILIEBAsACh, — HO B Illaiitakane ectb cuiia! D10 Hajexaa AJ1s HALIUX
aereld. Mimneparopy NpuILIIOCh OTAATh HaM JEBYILIKY, XOTS OH OTOBOPHJI BO3MOXKHOCTB pa3soaa. Ho
pa3Be Mbl OT/IQ/IUM TO, YTO OfiHaX /bl Ha3BaaM cBouM? Harma noObya — 310 HaBcerna. He nonsenu,
KH:A3b! Beero b godka 1)1 BJIaJeTeNIbHALBI! — OH MOAMUIHY.I [IbAHY M OTIINJ U3 Yalllu ¢ BUHOM,
CBelIsl peub K (DpUBOJILHOM CBa/IEOHON IITyTKe.

Dka 3aBepHy/1. «Hanexnma misa Hammx nereit!» [IbsiH IOIMycKasl, 9YTO 3aMOK CKpBIBaeT B ceOe
YTO-TO, JJa XOTsI ObI KPUCTAJUT CHJIbI, POIICTBEHHOM €ro COOCTBEHHOM — B 3aMypOBaHHOM Tozpaje. Ho
TaK J1aJI€KO HE 3arIsa/blBall.

Peus ciymanu BHuUMartensHoO. [Ixkensep yMEH, HE3aMETHO TIOBEPHYJI U MPEACTABUII CUTYALIUIO
no, ApyruM yrioMm. He skeHy u kusaruHio npuse3 [IpsaH u3 Xagnapaa, a peakyio g00b4y, KOTOPYo
HEJIb35 YITYCTUTD.

— Yro ke, 310 BepHO! IloTepsaHHas cuita, €CiM €€ MOXXKHO BEPHYTb, HE TOMEIIAET | — COITIACUIICS
CraByp 1 TOXe MOIH:I vaiy, — Kaiod HaM Hemasio HanakoCTHJI, TaK IyCTh TeNepb ero J0Yb OTIUIATHT!

Tenepsp moau NeperisabBaINCh, YIBIOAINCh, TOAHUMAIM YallIHU.
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— Ho Tbl He noBe3€Mb e€ J0MOH, KHsA3b? — KPUKHYJIU C APYroro KOHIIA CTONIA, — HE BbII/IEIIb
C HeW nepes HapoioM U He Bbinbellb U3 Yamm [IpsHoB? He HageHels Ha He€ canipupbl KHATMHA?
He nose3sems e€ Ha Ceep Ha npa3IHUK?

— Ilymaerb, OHa 3aX04eT BEPHYThCS Ty/a, Ie Oblla IMJIGHHUIIEH 1 BCero 00s171ach? — MOKOCHB-
ek Ha [lbsiHa, otBeTm JIxxenBep, — e He Hy:kHa Copna. Ho ata 3emus, [llaiitakan, nmpuHaaiexuT
eil, 3/Iech OHA BJIAJIBIYMIIA ¥ KHATHHS, IOMHUTE 00 9TOM U OKa3bIBalTe el yBaxeHwe!

Bor 310, 11po yBakenue, [psiH codupaics Jo6aBUTH caM, HO, IIOCKOJTBKY BCE yxke ckazan Jlxer-
Bep, OH JIUIIL KUBHYJIL. [l>KesBep, JTyqIlnui Mar v JIy4Ilui JpyT, Kak HUKTO yMeJ MPaBWIbHO CILIETaTh
CJIOBA.

—Taxk Th1 He moBe3€mb e€ B Comy, He Oynerbs MUTh ¢ Hed u3 Yarm 1 He oTaanib e candupel,
MOW KH:3b? — HacThIpHO yTouHWI CTaByp.

— Her, — orBetun1 [IpsiH, ¥ CJIOBO 3TO ynajo TAKEIBIM KamelkoMm. — M He rosiedy ¢ Heil Ha
pacceere B [lenn Jletnero Betpa, Bbl camu noHumaere, nodemy. S1 mory ocelnatrh €€ caripupamu,
1, BO3MOXHO, C/IeJIal0 3TO, HO KAMHM KHATWHU efl He HyKHbI. XOTs ISl MeHsI OHAa OyeT KHATUHen
JbsHHOM, W 111 Beelt ITCBaHBI 1 OKPeCTHHIX 3eMeltb Toxke. S Tak permmi. U moOyio obumy, HaHe-
CEHHYIO eH, 51 COUTy OCKOpOJICHUEM MHE.

— To ecthb OHa He OyJeT HacTosIIIeH KHSIruHer [IbsTHHOMW, — MOHATIUBO KUBHYJ CTaByp, BhIUJIC-
HUB 13 CJIOB [lbsiHA OTBET Ha CBOM BOMpoc. — 1o xopoto. He 6ecriokoiics, KHs3b, HUKTO U HUKOT/IA
He OOUIWT TBOIO KEHIIWHY HY CJIOBOM, HU JIeJIOM. DTO TBOHM JieJIa U TBOSI BJIaCTb.

Terneps oM MEPErAABBAINCE, YILIOATUCH, BCE BHOBb CTAJIO MOHATHO U MPOCTO. VX KHSA3b
npuBE3 u3 VITcBansl ieHHYI0 100b19y. [IpuBE3 kenmumny. Hukomy u3 conauiiies Beab He BO3OpaHsi-
JIOCh 3aKPYTHTh JIIOOOBb C UTCBAHKOM M 3aBECTH C Hel JIeTel, Heslb3s1 ObLIO JIUIITH 3a0bIBaTh TIOTOM 00
WTCBaHKE U JIETSIX. Y COIIMUALICB HE TOJKHO OBITh CTyYalHBIX JeTeil. MoXHO ObLIIO 3a0paTh UTCBAHKY
B Conny u cnenathb xkeHoil. Ho KHATHHS. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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