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AHHOTaAIMA

<p>B necax Bomubeil [lonuHBI BEpXOBOAAT JelNe, B O3epax
BOJATCSl YTOIUIEHHUIIBI, TI0 HOYaM OpOAAT MPU3PaKU M YIBIPU. ITO
yeIMHEHHBIH Kpaid, KOTOPbIM KOIJIa-TO BJIajieii OOOPOTHH, HO cervac
OT HUX OCTaJIUCh OJHUM CTPAIIHBIC CKAa3KMU J1a pa3BaJIMHbI KPEIIOCTU B
Jecax. 31ech Y KaKA0ro cela eCTh XpaHUTeNb, HO TIOCIEIHUN MOruo
B CXBATKE C HEYUCTBIO, WU TEIEPL €ro MnpuemMHasl OJ04Yb, TpaBHUIIA
Benna, 00s13aHa 3alUIIATh MECTHBIX JKUTEJIEH — BOT TOJIBKO TSI TAKOK
HOIIIM €l He XBaTaeT HU ONbITa, HU Bo3pacta. Ho BbIOOpa y Hee He
0CTaeTcs, ¥ Ternephb OHA He TOJIbKO 3a00TUTCS O JIIOASIX, HO ¥ GopeTcs ¢
COOCTBEHHBIMU CTpaxaMu, COMHEHUSIMU U TIOJCTYAIONUM Oe3yMHUeEM
M3-32 O'POMHOI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. A TYT eIlle MPOXOOUT CIIyX, UTO



B JIoNMHY Bo3Bpaiiaetcs [da BepH, nocienHuii o000poTeHb, KOTOPOro
Bce cuuTaau MepTBeIM. U Bosubio JloMMHY OXBaThIBaeT CTPax, TaK
KakK, BO3MOXHO, [la BepH mpuiiiesl MCTUTh 3a CMEPTh COOCTBEHHBIX
aeren.</p>
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IIpoJor

— Bonubsa [JonuHa, — npoxpurien crapuk. — He xogure ganib-
me. ..

OH 3akanuisics KpoBblo, BHE3AIHO BHITSHYBUIMCH KaK CTPY-
Ha, MPOTSI’)KHO 3aCTOHAJI, CKPIOUMBIIKCH B MPEICMEPTHBIX CYIIO-
porax, ¥ BOT YK€ MEpTBbIE IJ1a3a TApalllMINCh HA BEPXYUIKHU -
PEBbEB.

JKennHa B KpacWBBIX OfIeKAaX HAKJIOHMIACH, YTOOBI pac-
CJIBIIATH €70 CJIOBA, HA MIHOBEHME 3aMepiia HaJl TEJIOM, CJIOB-
HO OXMZAasl, YTO CTAPUK EIlle YTO-TO CKAXKET, MPOTSHYJIA PYKY U
3aKpblla eMy IVla3a. 3aTeM BBHINIPSIMUAJIACH, PACIpaBUjIa KPOBa-
BO-KpacHOE IJIaTheE.

[opHbiii Jiec ObLT OKYTaH BEYEPHUM TYMaHOM. 3a CITUHOM My-
TEILIECTBEHHUIIbl HETEPIEIUBO TONTAIUCH 1Ba KOHs. OHU ycTa-
JIM, TaK KaK BCATHUKU OPOIWIN CPENIU IEPEBbEB C CAMOTO YTpa.

— Y0 OH CKa3za1? — CIIPOCUJT BOOPYKEHHBIN MY KYMHA, HAKJIO-
HssCh B cepiie. — Kyna Ha Tpakrt?

B pa3znymbsix, ero cyTHULIA MEIJIEHHO MTOBEPHYJIACh, MOIpa-
BUJIA JIIOTHIO, IPUBSI3aHHYIO K CEJTY.

— He ycniena cripocurts. IIpugerca Tyt 3aHoueBarh, OXOPO-
HUTH ero. Ho Mbl yxe O113Ko. DTOT YeIoBeK — XPaHUTENb J10-
nvHbl. § pacckaspiBana TeOGe O HEM, — MOBBICHIIA OHA TOJOC U
ellle pa3 B3MUIsiHyJIa Ha ctapuka. [lociie cMepTu ero JIMio CIOBHO
pasmIaguiIoch, OHO CMOTPEJIOCHh TaK CTPAHHO PSJIOM C KECTOKO



pacTep3aHHbBIM TEJIOM Y OKPOBaBJIEHHOM KYJIbTE BMECTO ITPaBoi

PYKH.
Tot, KTO ee OTOpBaJI, yTaluI 0069y ¢ COOOH.



I'nasa 1. IIpaBo My:keil 1 OTIIOB

Houb 3Haxaps Oexana yepes Jiec, JaBUPys MEK1y COCHAMHU.
Ha surie 3acThUIo ynpsIMCTBO, @ TEMHBIE BOJIOCH CIYTAJIUCh OT
obicTporo Oera. Ceiiyac OHa Aymajia TOJBKO O TOM, YTOOBI HE
CIIOTKHYThCSI O KOPEHb WJIM He TOMAcTh HOTOM B CKPBITYIO TTOJT
muctBoil Hopy. Cyds IO BBIPAKEHUIO IVIa3, BIEpel ee IHaja
sspocTb. CTpesioll OHa BBHICKOYMJIA Ha TONSIHY, pa3aBuras Ha Oe-
'y BETKH JIEPEBbEB, PACTYILMX Ha Kparto Jieca. [lepenpbirnyna Ha-
I'PETHIN COTHLIEM KYCT €XKEBUKH. 3aleNuIach HOrOM 3a IMPOIILIO-
TOJIHIOIO JIO3Y, TOTepsijia paBHOBECUE U, KOPOTKO B3BU3THYB, yIla-
Jla Ha TpaBy.

— Jemons Beneca! — Bopyrasiach OHa, ObICTPO IOAHUMASICh.

— Myy-yy!! — oTBeTHIIA €i1 KOpOBa, YAVBIICHHAS HEOKUIaH-
HBIM MOSIBJIEHUEM XO3SHKU.

PazapaskeHHO OTpsIXUBas IJIaThe, JEBYIIKA BHE3AITHO 3aMep-
J1a, Pe3KO BBIMPSIMUIIACH U TIPYKUHHUCTHIM IIIArOM TOJOILIA K KHU-
BOTHOMY, KOTOpOE BC€ ellle HEMOHMMAIOIIE TapallliIoch Ha Hee.

— AX ThI, 3apa3al — KpUKHYJa OHa, @ KOPOBA OT YAWBJICHUS
nepecTasa xkeBarh. — Sl COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMH OTOPBY TBOIO PO-
ratyio... — OHa BHe3aIHoO 3aMoJ14a’ia, 3aMETUB CUJSIIIUX PsIOM
Ha TpaBe JKeHIIUHY U J€BOUYKY. — I'OJIOBY, — 3aKOHYMJIA OHA Me/I-
JIEHHO. — 31paBCTBYIiTe, rocroxa Buibo.

JKennHa eBa 3aMeTHO KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM, €Jie CIep:KUBast
CMeX.



— IIpuser, Benna.

I'ocnoxa Buiibo oTiIMyanacs TemM TUIIOM KPacoThl, KOTOpast HE
nojiaercs BiMsiHuIo BpeMeHu. Ckoiibko Benia nomuuna, Buibo
BCer/a BhIIVisifieNa Tak, 1 H1 OEpeMEHHOCTb, HU POJIbl, HU TPY/-
Hasl KU3Hb B TOpax He UCIOPTUIIM ee purypy. YepHble Kak CMOJIb
JI0 TOsiCa BOJIOCHI MAJJaI HA CIIUHY MPSMBIMU, TSKEIBIMU MPsI-
JSIMM, CUsisl Ha COJTHIE. YepHble 171a3a UCKPUITUCh BECEIILEM.

C 3aryTaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH U PACKpacHeBIIUMCS OT Oera Jiu-
oM Benna omnymana cedst orpoMHO#M U HeykJoxkei. U k Tomy
ke Obuta aOCOIOTHO yBEepeHa, UTo Tocnoxa Buibo HUKoOrga He
TOHSLIACh 32 KOPOBOM T10 JIECY U HE MPU3EMJISIIACh HA KYCT eXe-
BUKU. U yX, KOHEUHO, HE MPU CBUIETENSX.

— Tak u mymana, 4yTo B KOHIIE KOHIOB Thl MPU/EIIb, — KEH-
IIMHA YCMEXHYJIach, TBUKEHUEM T'OJIOBBI YKa3biBasi HA KOPOBY. —
CHoBa yoexana?

JleByllika KMBHYJIA, IPUCAKUBASICh HA TPABY.

— [IpuxonuTcst MOCTOSIHHO CIIEUTh 32 Hell, — OypKHYyJa OHA
yrpiomo. — Hy a kak nHaue? Y MeHs CTOIbKO paOOThl, a XpaHHU-
TeJIb TIOCTOSIHHO WJIM PelllaeT Kakue-TO CTPAIIHO BaKHbIE Jiena,
W Jiiofiedt ieuut. Jlyuie Obl AeTsM MOpYYrJI ACTU KOPOBY, HO
OH HACTauBaeT, U 4TO Obl 51 HU TOBOpUJIA — He ycTynuT. Bee Bpe-
MsI CJIBIITY, YTO 32 TOpAaMU KOPOBBI Ha MPUBSI3U MACYTCS U KaK-
TO He yOeraloT. XOTsl XpaHUTEb 3HAET JIydllle, KaJIKO TOMyCTy
CJIOBa TPATUTh!

Buiibo HexHO ynbiOHynach qouepu. OTOHBKY OBLIO MSATH JIET,
Y 10 CPaBHEHMIO C MaTePbi0 OHA BBITJIsiAEa HeCcypa3Ho. Poikas,



KOHOTaTasl, HEYKJIoKasl, OUeHb IMTOX0Xkasi Ha CBOETO0 HEKPACHBO-
ro otia. Buibo mo0uia 1o4s 0oJiblile BCErO Ha CBETE, HO B IO-
clieTHee BpeMsi OueHb 0osiach 3a Hee. Jlaxke ceiiuac B ee rojioe
POMJIHCH THICSIYM CTPAXOB.

Omna permmiia CMEHUTh TEMY Pa3roBopa.

— IMpumupaercs k Tebe XpaHuTeb, 1a?

Benga Bcerja craHOBWJIaCh pa3rOBOPYMBOM, KOIJIA YTO-TO
CHJILHO ee Bo3MyIajio. OHAKO B 3TOT pa3 OHA TOJIBKO XMbBIKHY-
J1a TIOf1 HOC ¥ OypKHYJIa:

— O pa. Ilpugupaerca. Ouens npuaupaercs. .. Ho 3Haere, 310
HE B MIEPBbIN, HE B MOCJICJHUNA Pa3, — YCMEXHYJIACh OHa.

— [IpaBo myxei u OTIIOB.

Benya HeBbIpa3uTeIbHO (PBIPKHYIIA, HE kKeJlast Jajiblle jKajlo-
BaThCsI HA IPUEMHOTO OTIIA. DTO ObI 3aCTABWJIO €€ HEPBHUYATb.
Oma oriepiach Ha JIOKTU M YCTaBUJIACh Tiepe]T COOOM.

JIyr ToHyn B siydax BeceHHero conHiia. C Tpex CTOPOH ero
OKpYXaJl Jiec, CO3/1aBasi YIOTHBIN YTOJIOK, HATIOJIHEHHBIN MTEHNEM
ntuil. CaMbIM KPaCUBBIM TYT OBLIO 03€p0O, OTOPOXKEHHOE OT TTOJIS
pBaHO¥ TOJIOCOU Kambiiia. OHO MPU3BIBHO UCKPUIJIOCH HA COJTH-
1le, HO B HEM TaWJIMCh BOIOBOPOTH M KOBapHBIE TITyOUHBI, TOTO-
BblE MPEBPATUTh HEBMHHYIO 320aBy B OOpbOy 3a ku3Hb. Jliogu
TOBOPUJIM, YTO HOUYBIO B COJHIIECTOSIHUE Ha Oeper BBIXOASAT Py-
CAJIKH, BOJISIHBIC, YTOIUICHHUKU W ApPYyrasi HEUUCTh, YTOOBI TaH-
1ieBarTh Mpu cBete JIyHbIl. M Oema ToMy, KTO UM B TaKMX 3a0aBax
ITOMEIIIAET.

MuHyTYy OBUIO CITBIIITHO TOJBKO TIEHUE TITHII.



— Hy 4to0 Tam roBopuTh, — HAKOHEI TPOM3HECIIA MOJIO/Asl 3HA-
xapka. — 3abupaio 3170 00Kbe HaKa3aHUE, — OHA MaxHyJja B CTO-
POHY KOPOBBI, — M BO3BPAINAOCh K ceOe, MoKa OHA He CoXpaa
TYT BCIO ITpeKpacHyio Tpay. [lomuiy, Tel... KOpoBa, — OypKHYya
OHa, Jieprasi BEpeBKY CHJIbHEH, YeM 3TO ObLJIO HYKHO.

Orosek BeXJIMBO OTCTYINWJIA HA3a[l, KOIJa )KUBOTHOE JIBUHY-
Joch ¢ MecTa. Benna Muito yibIOHyIach IeBOYKE U MOAMUIHYJIA
ei.

W Bnpyr mouyBcTBOBasia, Kak CHJIBHO 3a0WJIO B BHCKax. B
yIIax 3alryMeso, OHa IPUKpPbLIA T71a3a U CKPUBIIIACH OT OOJIH.

Bpems 3aMenminoch, CIOBHO KaMEeHb 3aCTPsUl B IIECTEPHSAX
MalllMHbl MUpa. 3aTUX BETEp B KPOHax AepeBbeB. [IpepBanu nTu-
1Bl CBOIO TPEJib. 3aMep TeIUIblil BO3AyX. Bouapuiack He CTONbKO
THIIMHA, CKOJIBKO TTOJTHOE OTCYTCTBHE KaKOrO-JIMOO 3BYKA.

W B 3Ty cTpaHHYy10 MMHYTY 3HaxapKa BUJeJia TOJIBKO JIULIO Ma-
JIEHbKOU JIEBOYKH, KOTOPAsl CTOsIJIA IO KOJIEHO B TPaBe, C ypara-
HOM PBIKMX JIOKOHOB BOKPYT JIMIIA, U HEECTECTBEHHO YEPHBIMU
rJ1a3aMu cmortpena Ha Benny.

— DT0 coBa ee Hamyraja, — IPOM3HECA JIEBOYKA 4YYKHUM,
B3pOCJIbIM rojiocoM. — Ecim Bomzenib Tyza, BOJIK HE CMOKET Te-
0s1 criacTu.

Y BeHppl MUINaio B yiax, BUCKH MYJILCUPOBATH OOJIBIO.

—Y... 4T0? — MpOCTOHAJIA OHA.

Bce cHOBa npuIuio B JBUKEHHE.

3amymenu AepeBbsi, 3areiyd NTULIbl, KOpoBa c/enaja Cieay-
IOIMH 1Iar, Ky3HEUMKH 3aTPELaId B TPaBe.



HeByuika yausiieHHO 3amopraia. [Ipusuaenocs? [lotom oHa
3aMeTwIa, 4To rasza OroHbka, CTOALIEH MO KOJIEHO B TpaBse, €
yparaHoM pbLKUX JIOKOHOB BOKPYT JIMIIA, OKA3aJIMCh TOTyOBIMHU,
Kak JieTHee HeOo.

— Oi1... mamouka?! — PeOeHOK 3aposkall U UCITyTaHHO MPH-
ceJl Ha KOPTOUKH.

W3 ee HOca moTekJia cTpyliKa KpoBU. Buiibo KuHysach K J10-
Yepu M Havyasla BBITUPATh €1 JIMIIO TJIAaTOYKOM, IBITasICh CKPBITh
BOJTHEHUE U YKacC 32 YCIIOKauBAIIMMU cioBaMu. BeHa Ha0mo-
JlaJIa 32 HUMHU C 3aMernaresbeTBoM. M co crpaxom.

OHa rpOMKO CIJIOTHYJIA CIIOHY M 3a/1aj1a TUIIAYHBII, TIIyTIbIA
BOIIPOC:

— Yro?..

— OX, HUYEro CTpalHoro! — jKeHIMHA MaxHy/1a pykou. — B
nocJsie/iHee BpeMs ¢ Heil Takoe ObiBaeT. HemHox)ko kpoBu. Ha-
BepHOe, y OroHbka ee CIMIIKOM MHOIO, JUIsl TAKOW MaJIEHbKON
J€BOYKH, — COYYBCTBEHHO YJIBIOHYJACh OHA M OOHSUIA ITyXJIble
Tieun pebeHKa. — Yoke nomyure, Majbimka’? He KpyTu rojoBoi,
WHAye... Hy BOT BUJUILIb, OISATb.

JleBouKa MOCTYIIHO OTKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY Ha3all, HE OTpPbIBAs
71a3 OT JIMIA MaTepu.

Benpa cmorpesna Ha OTOHBKA, HO HUKAaK HE MOIJIa [IOHATD, YTO
e COOCTBEHHO TPOU3OIILIO.

— OHa u panblue Tak ropopuia? — cnpocuiia Benaa. Bocriosns-
30BaBUINCh CIIy4aeM, KOPOBa OCTOPOKHO BbIIEPHYJIA BEPEBKY U3
pPyK BeHzpl ¥ MOYTUTENBHO yAAINIIACS.



Bunbo nomHsiia Ha 3HaXapKy pacTepsIHHBIN B3TJISIIL.
— Yto roBopuna? «Mamouka»? EcrectBeHHO, ropopuia. A

noyemy?..
— Her, He sto! — HetepniennBo npepsasia ee Benpa. — [po
BOJIKA U COBY, U... — OHa 3aMosyasa, MOTOMY YTO HATKHYJIaCh Ha

TIOJTHBIN HEMTOHUMAaHU B3I, — Hy. .. Takue cTpaHHbIe BEUIH. . .

Omna 3amomyasia, BHe3amHo o1y TuB ceOst uauoTkoi. [1o kpaii-
Hell Mepe, OHa TocMOTpesia Ha ceOs razamu Buibo u yBuze-
na uanotky. Celiyac oHa M cama He OblIa yBepeHa, YTO MUHYTY
Ha3aJ] YTO-TO MPOU3OIILIO, TPOCTO HEMHOTO KPOBU M3 HOCA Ma-
JIBIIIKH, & €M CaMOW MTPUBUAEIIOCh.

— Hy 370... 1 y)e noiy, — THXO MPOU3HECIa OHa, HaOIIoAasA
3a OrOHBKOM.

Mautsiika npuxkumMaia miaTok MaTepy K HOCY U Jiplaja OT-
KPBITHIM pTOM. VI KpoMe 3TOro He ObLII0 HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO.

3Haxapka MeJIJIeHHO pa3BEpHYJIach U Molivia 3a KopoBoi. Ko-
I/1a OHa MMOJIHSJIA BEPEBKY C 3eMJIH, €€ T'OJIOBY IMPOH3MIIA 00Jb, OT
KOTOPOI1 Niepe/] IM1a3aMu 3aKPYKUITUCh KPACHBIE TMSITHA, a B yIax
3alrymMeno.

— Mawma, y MeHs rojioBa OOJIMT, — YCJIbIIIIada OHA 3a CIIUMHON
JETCKUM TOJIOC U CHOBA HA MTHOBEHUE OLIYTHIIA, YTO YTO-TO HE
TaK, KaK JIOJDKHO ObITh. OHA OIJISTHYJIACh Ha JABE (DUTYPBI U C Tpe-
BOTOW B Cep/lie ToIIa JOMOM.



Onu cnenuiu 3a Hell U3-3a epeBbeB. Buaenu, kak 3agyMun-
Basl IEBYIIIKA YA, YBOIS C 0000 KOpoBy. CMOTpenu, Kak Mo-
Jlofast sKeHUIMHA BbITEpIA MOCIeAHUE Cle/ibl KPOBU C JIMIA Ma-
nbiky. HaGmonanu 3a TeM, Kak IeBOYKa OTTOJIKHYJIA PYKY KeH-
IIMHBI, TBITAsICh MOAHATHCS, HO CHOBA yIlasla Ha TpaBy. Marthb Ky-
puja ee, cTapasich IPUAATh FOJIOCY XOTh HEMHOT'O TBEPAOCTH.

Crapyxa XMBIKHYJIa [0/l OKPOBaBJIEHHBII HOC, U €€ JIMIO TO-
KPbLIOCh NAYTUHOW MEJIKMX MOPIIMHOK. OHa MpoxeBajia To, YTO
OBbLIO B ee 0e33y00M pTY, TOCIIE Yero CILTIOHY/Ia B cTOpoHY. Poc-
JIBIA MY’KYMHA, BO3BBIIABIIUICS HAJ| CTAPyXOH, Make He oOpa-
TUJ BHUMaHKE Ha KPOBAaBblil KOMOK, 4TO MOMNAaJl eMy Ha HOTY.

Oba cocpeoToueHHO HAOMIOIANN 32 CLEHOI0, YTO pasbirpa-
Jlach Ha TOJIsIHE, 3aMepeB B OKUAAHUU. MyXKYMHA C BOIYBUMU
I71a3aMH, CPOCIIMMUCS OPOBSIMU M OOBETPEHHBIM YITPSIMBIM JIU -
1IOM ObLIT OOJIBIIIE TIOXOX Ha JIECHOE CYIIECTBO, YeM Ha YeJIOBeKa.
A cropOieHHas cTapyxa, 4To JocTaBajla eMy eJBa Jii JI0 Mosca,
OBbLIT OKyTaHa 3arlaxoM TPaB U aypol Oe3rpaHnIHOM, Heucuepra-
€MOI1 37100BI.

OHHU CTOSTM U CMOTpEJIH.

CMmotpenu u xJanu.



TpormHKa Bena MeXIy JepeBbeB BIIyOb BECEHHEro Jieca,
MEX[y COCEH U eJiell C MOJIOABIMHU, 3€JIEHBIMU BETBAMH, MEKLY
MAaMOPOTHUKA ¥ SITOIHBIX KYCTOB, & JIO CTAPOi YaCOBHH, CTOSI-
Iei 1o eie 6oJiee cTapbiM, OyHHBIM JyOOM CO CKPIOYEHHBIMU
OT BPEMEHH CYYbSIMH.

Beceno mebeTany NTULBL, TUXO IIyMeT Ay0.

ATpa BIUTHIBaJa 3TOT MPEKPACHBI AEHb, ITOT UYIECHBIHA
MHT BCEM CBOMM €CTECTBOM. BceM CBOMM ceMHaqIaTUIIETHHM,
CTPOVWHBIM U TUOKMM TesoM. Komaumil B3MIsA CKOJNB3WI MO
OKPECTHOCTSIM, HE 3a[Iep/KMBAsCh Ha JETalsIX. 30JI0ThIE JIOKO-
HbI, PaCKU/IaHHBIE 10 TpaBe, OJeCTeNH, JIOBS COIHEYHbIE JIyUYH
B MeIHBIX oTONeckax. Kpyrible, Monosple rpyny NOJHUMAINChH
¥ OITyCKAJTMCh B TaKT BO30YKJIEHHOMY AbIxaHMI0. CTpOiHbIE HO-
'Y, 0CBOOOXIEHHbIC U3 IIEHA TSKENBIX 000K, JKaJHO OIIeTaIIH
y3KHe, JIMIIIb HAoJIOBUHY pealibHble Oeapa oOoBHUKa. Ee Ja-
JIOHU HEKHO OITyKIaJu I10 ero CIYHe, JeMMKATHO Laparas mpo-
XJIATHYIO KOXY.

Korma oH cuibHO, OYTH TpyOO MPUKYCHIT PO30OBBIA COCOK,
OHA 3aCTOHAJa, 3aJOXHYBLIUCH JIECHBIM BO3ayXoM. CuibHee
CKMMasi ero XOJIo[Hble Oeapa, OHa HAIlpAIIach, KOrga HEOXH-
JaHHO TPUIIUIA JOJTOXAaHHAS BOJMHA ylnoBOJbCTBHsA. C Biak-
HBIX, TIOMYOTKPHITBHIX I'yO COpBAJICS CTOH, ATpa MpUKpbLIA TJIa-
3a U oTHaIach HacaaxaeHn0. CKBO3b (peepHIo 30710Ta MO BeKa-



MU OHA MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OH JOTOHSET e, Kak OOJIe3HEHHO U
BOCXUTHTEJIFHO BIUBAETCA B ee rpyau. OHa Mmorpy3uia majblibl
B UEpHYIO IIEBEJTIOPY U MpHUXKaja ero K cede ele ChbHee.

C cuoii. C kagHOCTHIO.

30/10ThIE BCHBIIIKY MEJIEHHO MCY€3alIi, YCKOPEHHOE JIbIXa-
HHE 3aMeJISJIOCh, TUKOCTh CMEHSUIACh CIIOKOWHBIM MOKA4MBa-
HHEM.

ATpa ycMexHyJach, CHOBa Yyciblllaia IeOeTaHue MTHLl U
YCTIOKaMBAIOIIUI IIIyM CTaporo 1yoa.

Omna omryTmia, 9YTo CHOBa ocTanach onHa. Kak oOsraHo, 6e3
JIMIITHEN CEHTUMEHTAJIbHOCTH, €€ MapTHep yIies He TOMpoIIaB-
mck. Kak Oyaro B TymaHe, oHa ciibiiiasia ero maru. OHu He oT-
JAJISUTMCh, @ OBICTPO U PELIUTEbHO NMpuoImkanuck. OHa rorpa-
BUJIA OJIEKIY.

— ATtpa, Hy Kak 0ObIYHO! — rpyOBIii TOJIOC BRIPBAJ ee u3 Oma-
xkeHcTBa. — Hy 4 tak u 3Han, uro Tl Oygeuis TyT. Minem, TBOM
OTell XOUeT ¢ TOOOM MOroBopuTh. MHe KakeTcsl, 3TO YTO-TO BakK-
HOE.

Ona OTKpBUIA TJIa3a W HECHENIHO TMOTsHYJach. Bbitampia
HECKOJIBKO IIMWIEK U3 OyIHOM IIEeBETIOpsI U CIaAKO 3€BHYIA.

Ee cocen, momnonoii VIpke, ChIH MaceUHUKa, yriep pyKu B OOKU
M C BBICOTHI PacCMaTpUBall €e KpUTHIeCKUM B3isiaoM. [lotom
BBIJIOXHYJI, IOKAYaJl C HEJIOBEPUEM T'OJIOBOM M CKas3all:

— He 3Hato, uTo TeOs Tak ciofa TIHET.

Ona nosaJja rieyamMy ¢ HeBUHHOM YJIBIOKOM.

— JIioOsi0 TYT B3IpEMHYTh, KaK-TO TaK. ..



HukTo He 3Haj, YTO CBSI3aHHBIE LIEMSIMU MOTHJI, IPOKJISITHIE
HaBeIllaI1 €e BO CHaX.

[TapeHb XMBIKHYJI B OTBET U PACTEPSIHHO OTJISIIEIICSI.

— B3apemHyTh, NOHATHO. [TOTHBIN MOKOM. . .

Ona onmapuiia ero CiajKou YJIBIOKON U MOJHSIACh, OT He/laB-
Hell 3a0aBbl y Hee 3aKPYKIIIOCh B rojioBe. Mpke orisen ee moi-
HBIM HeJIOBEepHs B3IJISIIOM.

— Her Huyero nyuie, yem B31peMHYTh Y BopoT KianOuina
[TpoKJIATBIX, — A3BUTENILHO CKa3all OH. — [IpekpacHoe MecTeuko,
Atpa.

JleBylllka CKOJNb3HY/IA B3MJISJIOM IO KPUBOMY, 3araBIIeMy
HaJrpoObIo, CTOSIIIIEMY PsAIOM B Tpae. OHa mornpaBuia 1arhe,
criajaoliee C riey.

— Jlyurie He MPUyMaeIIThb. . . — HETIOHSTHO MPOOOPMOTAsIa OHA
Y TIOTSIHYJIACh KaK KOIIIKA.

CepnueM a0MHBI OBUIO 03€pO, CO3JAHHOE BYMS BCTpEYalo-
IUMHCA TYT PyubsiMH. B 3epKaibHOI MOBEPXHOCTH OTPaKaJIHCh
JepeBsiHHbIe M30bI, KPIThIe coloMoil. OHM kanuch Ha Oepery,
HU3KHUE U B OCHOBHOM 0€3 OKOH. YKpalllaJi UX TOJILKO MEJIJIEH-
HO 3eJIeHEIoIIMe TIOC/Ie 3UMBI cajibl. besblil JbIM HogHUMAICS U3
OTBEpCTUM B KpbllllaX. B MaJleHbKUX XO35ICTBAX KyJaxXTallu Ky-
pbl, COHHO MBIYAJIM JparolieHHble KOpoBbl U BOJbl. Heckosbko
CBHMHEN PbUIMCh B OTXO/IaX MEk/1y MOCTPONKAMU, OKPYKEHHBIMU



TIeTeHBIMK 3a00pamMu. JlepeByIlka cTosiyla TYT COTHH JIET, TIPH-
TauBINIAsICSI B TOPHOM JIOJIMHE, 3a0bITasi BCEMU.

XOTs He BCerja TyT ObLIO TaK CIIOKOWHO.

Ha xonme BugHenmch pyuHbl CTaporo 3aMka. Ero temHele,
MOJTYAJTUBBIE KOHTYPBI BBIIESUTUCH Ha (poHe Heba. U ecnu KTo-
TO CMOTPEJ Ha HETO, BO3BPALLASACH C OIS WM CIENIA B KOPUMY
Ha KPYKEUKy 4ero-HUOyIb XOJIOIHOTO, TO HE MOT U30aBUTHCS OT
BIEYATJIECHUS, YTO 3aMOK CJIEIAJI 3a KaXAbIM €r0 JBUKEHUEM.

U, kak B JaBHUE BpeMeHa, OH k/1J1 KEPTBBbI.

JIH1 MPOXOAWIN JICHWBO, a KHW3Hb TEKJIa MEJJICHHbIM, YCTa-
HOBJIEHHBIM MHOTO JIET Ha3aj, nopsakoM. Ho HOUbM... HOYBIO
CUTYyalMsl MeHs1ach. 10, YTO MpU CBETE JHA YCKOJIb3aJI0 OT JII0-
JIei, OCTaBasiCh He3aMeUeHHBIM, TI0CIe 3aX0/ia COJTHIIA HaOMPasio
CUJIY U OTIIPABJIAIOCH HAa 0X0TYy. HOoub He npuHagjexaa Jogsam,
u xkutenu Bomubeid [lonuHbl 3HAMM 00 3TOM JIydllle, YeM KTO-
6o apyroi. PynHbI 3aMKa Ha CKaJIbHOM BBICTYTIE TTPOOYKaa-
JI BOCTIOMUHAHHM S O HEIABHUX BpeMeHax. A ecJii Kakoru-HUOYIb
IOHEIl HE MMOMHWJI UX, €CJIM HE BEpUJI pacckaszam... Ero mckamm
Joiro u HactonurBo. [IHem. MHoraa, uto ObLIO elle Xyxke, HaXo-
Juu. Y Torna no HouaMm BHOBb IIJIOTHO 3aKPbIBAJIM IBEPH.

B Bonubeii JlonivHe, y MOIHOXKbSI CTAPOTO 3aMKa, 9aCTO BCIIO-
MUHAJIM ITOCJICTHUAX X0351€B M B3JIIXaJIN C 00JIerYeHreM, UTO BCe
YK€ B IPOLUIOM.

Kornma conHIie KJIOHWIOCH K 3amaay ¥ OOJBIIUHCTBO IOJie-
BBIX pabOT OTKJIAJbIBAIOCH HA CIETYIONIHA JIeHb, B KOPUME CO-
OUpaJIoCh HECKOJIBKO JIECITKOB Myk4rH. Korjma oHM BBIXOIWIN



U3 130, UX JKEHbI CYETHJIMCh TI0 XO3SIHCTBY, YKJIAbIBATIM JIETEH
VA YMHWIA IOPTKY — U IIPOBOXKAJIM MX HAIIPSKEHHBIM, TTOJIHBIM
oXuaaHus B3rsiioM. Ecm Obl OHM XOTeNu, TO TOXEe MOTJIU Obl
HOITU B KOPUMY, YTOOBI CIIOPUTH U pelaTh CYAb0y MOCEIEHHUS.
OOBIYHO OHU TAK M JEJIaJIH, ¥ YaCTO UIMEHHO OHU CIIOPHITH TPOM-
ye Bcex. Ho ceronHsa masio KTo U3 HUX XOTesl BBIXOAUTh U3 J0Ma
BMecTe ¢ Mykbsamu. He B 10T Beuep.

My>kuuHbl COOMpaNINCh 3a JUIMHHOW JIaBKOM B YITIy, Ha
HEOOJIBIIIOM BO3BBIIIEHUHU [UIsI MY3bIKAHTOB, Ha KOTOPOM YK€
JABHO HE urpaja My3blKa. X034uH fIpT HaJMBasl MOCETUTENIAM
nuBo U Mell. IToTom BcTaBasl psiioM, ONMMpPasich MJIEYOM O CTOJO
U CKpPECTUB PyKH Ha rpyau. Ero ceiH VIMup BbITUpasl KpyXKKH,
JIOBSI KaJI0€ CI0BO UX pasroBopa. OH He ObUI jKeHaT, MOTOMY
HE MOT y4acTBOBaTh B CIIOPE, HO OH padoTal B KOpUMe, U €ro He
MOTJIM BBICTABUTb, KAK JIPYTUX IOHOLIEH.

— I[Ipomuto Tpu HSA, U HUKAKUX U3MEHEHU, — 3as1BIJI Ipo0O-
BBIM T'OJIOCOM YCATBIM MYKUMHA C N300POXKIEHHBIM MOPIIIUTHAMHU
JIMLIOM 3€MJISHOTO LIBETA.

OcrasibHble TPUCYTCTBYIOIIME B3AOXHYJIU C OOJIErYeHUeM, U
TUXUH OIyM JOCTUT yiuer Vimupa, HaxoqMBIIEroCs y CTOMKH.

— Torga, MOXeT, 3TO MeIBEb ? — TPEATIOIOKMUI KTO-TO HEYBe-
penHo. Ero npournopuposaim.

— OTcTynuTech yke OT MOETO ChIHA, — TPYCTHBIM KPECThSIHUH
00BeJ1 B3IVISI0M COOPABIIMXCS, MEK/1y KOTOPBIMH OH CHJIEJ. —
OH He ObUT YMHBIM NTAPHEM, HO HUYETo 1oxoro He aenai. [lopa
IIPENaTh €ro 3eMIIE.



Heckospko MyKHMKOB IPyCTHO 3aKkMBaId. YacTe npusHaBaia
NPaBOTY HECUYACTHOTO OTLIA, HO KTO-TO Bce erie Oosuicsa. OHu
CMOTPEJIH B M10JI WX €P3aJIA Ha CTYJbSX.

— Jymato, mopa nepecratb CMOTPETh HA MEPTBBIX, — HAKOHEI]
nipousHec KocThsiH, pplkuii MysK TOCTioxu Buiibo, Biajenen giy4-
1IEro XO35MCTBA B AepeBeHbke. — Tpu qHsA goctarodHo. CKopo
HayuHeT... — OH XoTen J00aBUTh «BOHSThH», HO 3aMOJIYall MOJ
TOPIIETUBBIM U TTOJTHBIM 00U B3IJIS1JOM OTIIa YOUTOTO MaJIbuMKa.
— Ckopo pycanus, — ckasaa BMecTO 31oro. — Hy’KHO 3aKOHUYMTH
JeJI0 1O IPa3/IHUKA.

OH 1O4YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO 3TO ITPO3BYYAJIO HE CJIUIIKOM TaKTHUY-
HO.

— JlagHo, Tpu IHsI! — TYT K€ BBIKPUKHYJ Ky3HEl, KPYITHBII
OGoponaTeii KPeCThsIHUH, CUJISIIIUEN B KOHIIE cTojia. — Ho mosHo-
JyHUe OyAeT ceromHs!

— Jlyuriie cpa3y OCMHOBBIN KOJ B cepiiie 3a0uTh U He KAaTh!
— BBINAJIWJI MOJIOJION NTapeHb, NOC/Ie Yero 3aKallIsUICs B IUIATOK,
IIOYTH BBIIUIEBBIBAS JIETKHE.

Orerr MepTBOrO peOeHKa MPHIIY PUJI IJ1a3a, ero JIMIO MOKPac-
HEJIO.

— Hukakux xonbeB, CTOSH! — OH ynapuil KyJIakOM I10 CKaMbe.
— Ioka He Gymem yBepeHbl, uTo BuHHE BOCKpECHET, HUKTO He
IPOTKHET MOEro MajibuMka, Kak Kakyo-To TBapb ¢ KianOuina
[TpokyIATHIX! — BCIOMHUB 3TO HAa3BaHKE, OH CIUIIOHYJI Ha IOJI C
OMEp3EHHUEM.

— Tak jyuine nogoxarh, NOKa OH B BAMITAPA KAKOTo ITpeBpa-



TUTCS U NANAIlKy [NepBOro pacrep3aer, Aa?! — BockimkHy1 CTo-
SIH M CHOBA HEPBHO 3aKalUIsUI B IUIATOK.

— MpI ero k TeGe oTnpaBuM, TpyM Thl Xoasuuii! Camomy yxke
Y TaK XWUTh HEJIONTO OCTAJIOCh, HO MEPBbIM KOJI BOMBATh U YeT-
BEPTOBAThb [IPYTUX, Thl... — YCaTblid BCKOYMII C JIABKU, HO CUJISI-
MK pAgoM ¢ HUM KOCTBSIH CXBaTWII €ro 3a IJIeYO KEJE3HBIM
3aXBATOM.

— Canp, Tunne. He 6ynet Hukakoro kona. Ho ky3Hern mpas,
MBI JOJIKHBI [IEPEKAATH MTOJHOTYHHE.

KpecTpsiHMH Ha KOHIIE CTOJIa €/1Ba 3aMETHO KUBHYIL.

— Yero x1aTh? — BOBMYTHJICSI CKOPOSIIITAI OTell, BEIPBAJ Py-
Ky U cesl Ha MecTo. — Tpu AHS M TPU HOYM MaslbuuKa B u30e
JepKald, CJIEAWI U OKypUBaIX TpaBamu. OH HE BOCCTAET. ITO
KoHell. OH MepTBBIM, KaK KOJIOJA, — OH MbITAJICSA 3JIOCThIO TIEpe-
KPbITh OTYASTHUE.

— TunHHe, NOMMU HaC, — IPUCOEAUHUIICS K pa3roBOpy MoOJO-
JIOM NlapeHb, HEAABHO KEHUBIIUKCA. OH YCUIIEHHO MBITAJICS OT-
IYCTUTb YChI, HO TIOKA 3TO BHIJIAEIO ckopee cMmemHo. U ronoc
y Hero ObLT TeTJIBIM U CIIOKOWHBIM. — Y Hac MaJieHbKas IepeB-
Hs1, Mbl MOXKEM PAaCCUMTBIBATh TOJIBKO Ha cebs1. 1 moHMMalo TBOIO
CKOpOb TIO €IMHCTBEHHOMY ChIHY, HO CaM 3HAEeIllb — TO, YTO MbI
JOJDKHBI ceryac cAesiaTh, Mbl JeJIaeM Bcerja. Mbl He 3HaeM, 4TO
ero yomsio, HO cMepTh ObLIa JKyTKasi. A y Hac ceMbu, Moeit Jlanu
TOJIBKO TNIOJITO/1a, O HeW yMaTh HykHO. Ellie ogHa HOUb — U TO-
XOPOHUM TBOETO ChIHA, YBEPEHHbIE, UTO BCE MBI B O€30MaCHOCTH.
[owimu 310.



Ero Msrkuii rojioc ycriokous HEroayIoIero oTia.

Ha munyTy Bomapwiace tumumHa. Kpamu cornacus TuHHe.
Myx4rHa ¢ HeOOBICHUMBIM BBIPAKEHHEM JIMIIa CMOTPEJ B CBOIO
KpykKy ¢ MegoM. [Jaxe CTOsH nbITaICA cAepKaTh HABA3UMBBIN,
KPOBAaBBIN KallleJb.

— Mm1 ynepxuBaeM BuHHE MeXAy MUPOM KUBBIX U MHUPOM
MEPTBBIX TPU JIHSI U TPU HOUM, — HAKOHEIl MPOU3HEC OTell yOu-
TOro Majiburka. OH NOIHSUI [V1a3a U BCTPETUIICS B3MISAOM C IHO-
KOJITHBIMH TJ1a3aMH1 HAIIPOTUB. — A TO MOT OBITh IPOCTO Me/I-
Bedb. [lomnblTaiica nouATs, Jlape. I Xxouy NOXOpOHUTH ChIHA.

CoOpaBivecsi BbIOXHYIU. VIMHp, CTOSIBIIMI 3a CTOWKOM,
TOJIBKO CEMYac MOHsUI, YTO 3a7epKaj AbIXaHWe, OKHUJasl corya-
cud otna Bunge.

— TuHHe, THI 3UIILCS HA HAC O€3 MPUIHHBI, — MOJIofIoNn Jlape
HAKJIOHWICS BIIEpell, CIUIEN NaJiblibl, ONMUPAsCh HA CTON Tak,
CJIOBHO XOTeJT OKa3aThCsl K COOECEIHUKY Kak MOKHO Omnike. — 5
TOXeE XOTeJ Obl TIOXOPOHUTh MAJIbUMKA KaK HYKHO, MBI HE JeJia-
€M 3TOro He Ha3J/o Tede, Thl XOPOIIHIA COCE]] M yBaKAEMBIN X035~
uH. Ho menBeist MOXKHO pacno3Harthb MO KJIbIKaM, KOI'TsIM, OCTat-
KaM IepcT. XpaHuTe b pa3oupaercs B Takux Jgesax. OH He Obu1
yBepeH. Thl XOpOILIO 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO OH HaKa3aJl CTOPOKUTH
MajburKa. Ecim yk XpaHHUTeb HE 3HAET, YTO ITO 32 3BEPb. . .

— Hy xoHeuHo, a r1ie XpaHuTesnb? — CIpoCH ITyOOKuM Oa-
COM Ky3Hell, epeOuBasi MOJIOI0Oro yesioBeka. Bee BApyr BeTpe-
BOXKEHHO CTaJIU MEPETJIsIbIBATbCS.

— Ero ceromusi He ObUIO, — CO CBOEro Mecra BO3Je CTo0a



BriepBbie oTo3BasIcsA SApT. — Co BUepa ero TyT He ObUIO.

— MBbI AOKHBI TOJOKAATh, YTO OH CKaxeT, — CTOsIH BbITapa-
IV CBOM BOJSTHHCTHIE I71a3a. — MBI He MOxeM Oe3 Hero!..

— CTpaHHo, YTO OH He npules, — KocTesiH HaMOpIIWI pblKUe
OpOBH.

— He nipuiien, 3HauuT, yxe He IPUIET, — pelni Ky3Hell. Bcem
OBUIO U3BECTHO, YTO OH OIMH M3 HEMHOTUX, KTO He MpU3HaBaJl
HENOrpelMMOCTb XPaHUTENISl BO BceX Borpocax. — CaMuM Hao
pelars.

W Bce cHOBa nocmotpeny Ha TUHHE.

A TuHHE cMOTpes B KPYKKY C MEIOM, UT'PAJI U Bpallaj ee Mo
IyOOBOW CTOJIEIIHUIIE.

— Tunne? — mo3Bai ero Jlapc.

Orer; MepTBOro Majipurka B3J0XHYJ. [IIupokas rpynp u Ha-
MEYAIOUIUICS NMMBHOM KUBOTUK MOAHSUTUCH U TSIKEJIO OIMYCTU-
JIUCh.

— OpHa HOYb, — PEIIUTENILHO 3asIBUJ OH, MOIHUMAs IJ1a3a Ha
Jlapca, xoTs1 TOT ¥ OBUT JIUJIEPOM TPYIIILI HE OoJiee, YeM KTO-
mdo apyroil. — OaHa Houb. CerogHsIHee NOMHOIYHHE, U BCe.
A notom, KJIsiHych BesiecoM, TOT, KTO BCTaHET y MEHsI Ha Aopore
K KJIQIOMIIY, BepHeTcs K 6abe Oe3 3yOoB.

% %k %k

Benpa YK€ JOIro CTosdjia BO3JIE OKHA, HE PCHIasACh 3aKPbITh
€ro, BCC CIIC BbICMATPUBAA XPAHUTCIIA.



3aqymaBIIUCh, OHA Havyasla HEPBHO TepeOUTh Mpsib BOJIOC.
Yem TeMHee CTAaHOBWJIOCh, TeM OoJjiee UyIOBHUIIHbIE KaPTUHKU
BO3HUKAJIY B T'OJIOBE, a CTpax ckxumaJ cepaue. OHa CHOBa BCIIOM-
HWJIA MaJAINYI0 3B€3/ly, KOTOPYI0 3aMeTh/Ia BYepa, 3HaK, YTO
YbsI-TO JKU3Hb MPUOTMKAETCS K KOHITY.

— Msy?.. — 03HaMEHOBAJI CBOM MPUXOJ IPOCHYBIIMKCA KOT,
KOTOPBIY MOJIIHSA CHaJl, a TENEePhb 3aCTall IYCTYI0 MUCKY.

JleBy1iika B3si1a ero Ha pyku. OH elie He ycren NOXyAeTh Mo-
cJie 3UMBbI 1 ObLT MSITKMM U TETUIBIM.

— Hy uTt0? — B310XHYyJ1a OHa, TOYEChIBasA €r0 NOPBAaHHOE B Apa-
Ke yxo0. — He Bo3Bpaliaetcs Halll XpaHuTe b, HE BO3BPAILIAETCS. . .

Ona sxaJiena, 4To BU€pa OHM MOPYTaJIUCh U3-3a MyCTSAKA.

% %k 3k

HakanyHne oHa Boiiuia B u30y, OH CHJIEN, KaK BCer/a, 3a CTONHU-
KOM TI0/1 OKHOM, CKJIOHUBIIUCH HAJ1 TOJICTOM KHUTOM, Ky/la MeJI-
JIHHO, aKKypaTHO YTO-TO THUCAJL.

N306a 3Haxapsi CUIIbHO OTIMYAJIach OT JIPYyrux u30 B JAOJIUHE.
Bo-niepBbIX, Tam He ObLJIO MecTa [isl KOPOBBI U3-3a TECHBIX CE-
HEeld, a e/IMHCTBEHHOE OKHO OBLIO OTPOMHBIM JIJISI JIOMA B JIEPEB-
He. U XOTs HOUBIO OHO 3aKPBIBAJIOCH IEPEBSIHHBIMU CTaBHSIMHU, a
Ha 3UMY BCTaBJIsUIACh pama C ObIYbUM My3bIPEM, KPECTbsIHE KPY-
TWJIY NJIbLIEM Y BUCKA U3-3a TakoW noTepu Tervia. Eie cunbHee
UX YIUBUJI CTOJI, CTOSIIIIUIA TTOJl OKHOM. X PaHUTEb MTOCTABUII €T0
TaK, YTOOBI CBET Majajl JyYIlle ¥ He HY)KHO ObLJIO HAIpsraTh 3pe-



HUE, B€/lb IHEM OH MHOI'O BPEMEHU ITPOBOANJ HaJl KHUTaMHU.

W cenvac OH TyT CUIEN, A YCIIBIILAB 3BYK OTBOPSIOILIMXCS JABE-
peii, He TIOBEPHYJICS, He OTOPBAJICS OT MMCAHWHBI U HE YIIBIOHYJI-
Csl IPUEMHOU JOYEPH.

Benya 6e30mm004HO orpe/ienvia ero HactpoeHue. B mocien-
Hee BpeMsI OH YacTo ObUT TAaKUM. XMYPHJICS, OypUasl YTO-TO MO
HOC, MPayHO M pa3[pakeHHO BOpYas Ha Hee.

Ero Bce Gosbliie OecriokonIy MejKue 0ole3HH, BCe Jallle OH
Ma3ajicsl CTPAHHBIMM Ma3sIMM, KOTOpbIE OHa HE MOIJIA pacrio-
3HATh, TOTOBUJI M IIWJI MyTHBIE OTBAPBI C OAYPMAaHUBAIOLIUM 32-
naxom. CrapeeT, Aymaja JeBylIKa U cTapajach He oOpalliaThb
BHUMAaHUE Ha KOJIKOCTH, CMEHY HACTPOEHUS ¥ HEPBO3HOCTb Xpa-
Hutens. «He orBeuaii, — moBTopsisia oHa cebe Bce Bpemsi, — CIo-
KOMCTBUS pajini».

Co cTyKOM OHa IocTaBUJIa Ha IOJ1 BEAPO C BEYEPHUM YIOEM.
Mosoka ObLJI0 He Tak Y MHOTO, HO JIs1 HUX JJBOMX M KOTa BIOJI-
HE XBaTaJo.

XpaHuTeNb NOAHSI I'OJIOBY U 3alyMYMBO IIOCMOTPEJ B OKHO.
Benpa mpouenniaa MOJIOKO, a OH BCE €Ile CUJIEN B TOW ke IO-
3€, C [IepOM, 3aHECEHHBIM HaJl OyMaro#, cjierka npuIy puBLIKCh.
Omna Kujiaa Ha Hero KOchle B3IVIsbl, IOTOM ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha TOJI-
CTyI0 KHUTY B KpacHo# koxe. Kaxaas crpanuiia Oplia 3amosHe-
Ha 3aMeTKaMHu X paHuTess. KHura Obiia el 3HakoMa — COOCTBEH-
HO, 3TO OblJIa Ta camasi KHUra, KOTOPYIO €l Hesb3sl ObLI0 YMTATh.
VcniucanHas 3aMeTKaMu, CoiepKallliMy TAMHCTBEHHYI0 UH(OP-
MallMio, ¥ XpaHUBINIASCS Ie-TO B M30e, OKa JEBYIIKU He ObLIO.



ITO eIMHCTBEHHAsl KHUIa, KOTOpasi BO30ysk/1aa B HEW HEBEpO-
SITHOE JIIOOOTIBITCTBO, U €AMHCTBEHHAS1, KOTOPYIO XpaHUTE b HU-
KOT/Ia He TIO3BOJIUT €/ IIPOYMTATb.

Korga ona xorena risiHyTh Ha MCIIMCAHHYIO CTPAHUILY, Xpa-
HUTENb OYHYJICS OT CBOMX MBICTIEH, IEPHYJICS, C TIIyXUM 3BYKOM
3aXJIOMHYJ KHUTY ¥ BCKOYMJI ¢ MecTa. BHe3amHo 3ammmnes, cbe-
JKUJICS ¥ ceJT 0OPaTHO, a Ha ero JIMIIE MOSIBUIACh TpruMaca OOJIH.

Benpna criokoiiHO HajWiia CTakaH MOJIOKA U Cela 3a CTOSIIUI
TOCpe/Ii KOMHATHI CTOJI.

— Mosxer, ¢ 9TUM cieiyeT 0OpaTuThes Kyaa-HUuOy/b, — OypK-
HyJIa OHa.

— W kyna? — onapu ee 3J1bIM B3IVISIIOM MYKUMHA.

Ona caenana OOJIbIION MIOTOK, IOCJIE Yero OTBETUIIA!

— K BenpMe nop ckajiom, K KoMy ke ere?

XpaHutesb B OTBET (DBIPKHYI, KaK AUKUHN KOT.

— Hy, koHeuHo, erie yero...

EcrecTBeHHO, OHa OXWJaJa TaKOW peaKIuu, TMO3TOMY He
CJIMIIIIKOM BOJIHOBAJIACh.

— 41 BUKy, YTO TBOM Ma3H U MUKCUPHI HE TIOMOTAIOT, — CIIO-
KOWHO MPOJOJIKaia OHA. — DTO JJIUTCS ykKe CIUIIKOM JIONT0, Y
TeOs1 KaX/Iplid pa3 OOJUT 4TO-TO emie. To KUBOT, TO TOJIOBA, TO
crimHa. 3aueM ceOst TaK My4UTh?

Tem BpemMeHeM My K4KHa MOIHSICS CO CTYJa, epeces K o0e-
JEHHOMY CTOJTy, HAJIWJI ceOe MOJIOKA U MOTSHYJICSA K HAKPHITOMY
canperkoii xJedy, JieKaemy mocpeu CTosa.

— OHO He cHIIBbHO OONHT, — OYPKHYJI OH, SIBHO HE XeJast mpo-



JOJIKATh ATy TEMY.

Ho Benpa xenana. Ha 3toT pa3 oHa He Mo3BOIUT COMTH ceOst
C TOJIKY.

— IloHATHO, 4TO HE CUJIbHO. ThI 3HaEIIb, KAK Thl BBIVISAUILL ?
['ma3a 3ananu, Koxa cepasi, CJIOBHO BBICYIIEHHAsl 3eMJIsl, J1axke
ropOUTHCS HAYaJl, — OHA TIOKAYaJIa TOJIOBOW C BUIOM CBAPJIMBOM
6a0bI1, pyrarorieii ynpsimoro pedeHka. — Ciryiai, Tbl He MOXKeIIlb
IUTh CTOJIKO 00e300JMBAIOIIUMX OTBAPOB, IOTOMY YTO OHU HE
JIeyar, a TOJIbKO OOJIEr4alT CUMITTOMBI. ThI JKe 3Haelllb, YTo. ..

— 3Haio, — BAPYT PSIBKHYJI OH, TTpephIBasi HaMa3bIBaHUE XJieba
MeJIoM. — 3Halo JIydille, 4YeM Thl, coruistuka. 1 cam Tedst aTomy
Hayuu. He ciopb co MHOIA.

— A THI citymaii, Koraa tebe kenamT go00pa.

— Cnenu 3a cioBamu, aeBka! — OH ogapuil ee TaKUM MOpPO3-
HBIM B3IJISIAOM, OT KOTOPOTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIIOAEW BHAJaId B
YMCTBEHHBI MTapaJiny, a y CaMbIX OOJNTIMBbIX CITyYasics Mapajnd
YeJoCTA. A B COYETAHUM C TAKUM B3IJISIIOM JJake TaKoe OObIY-
HOE CJIOBO, KaK «JIeBKa», 3ByJaJlo KaK CaMoe CHUJIBHOE OCKOpPO-
JIeHUe.

Benna nociyiHo 3amMomyara, 371asi Ha ceOs1, 4To MOCIyIaiach
ero.

— A ceiiuac w1, — XOJIOJHO OPOCHIT MykUrHA. — MHe HYXHO
CpATaTh KHUTY.

OH nogHsICcA, JaBasi 3HaK, 4TO AJIsl HEro0 pa3roBop 3aKOHYEH.

Benpga nouyBcTBOBasIa, 4TO YyCTana, v caainack. OHa rnomua K
JIBEPSIM.



— Tl BocipHUMAEIITh MEHs KaK COIUISIUKY, & He 3HaXapKy, —
OypKHYJ1a OHa 1Mof1 HOC. — §] yke B3pociasi, TaK MHOTO YK€ MOTJIa
0...

—IIpaBaa? — npepsai oH. — IHTepecHO, YTO TaKOro Thl MOIJIA
6? Xots1, — OypKHYJI OH, — 51 Oepery TeOsi Isl Ipyrux 1eseu.

— bepexenib? — KpOBb CHOBA yIapwuiia €i B roJIoBy. — Jliis ye-
ro?

— V3Haelb B CBO€ BpeMs.

JleByllka 3aKaTuia iasa.

— XBaTUT C MEHsI 3TUX TBOMX TallH U HEJJOMOJIBOK !

— Benpa, Boiiiiu! — mpoperyai BAPYTr XpaHUTENb, MIOBOPAYH-
BasICh K HEll C POCThIO, MPEBpAIlABIIEH ero JUIO B YyIOBHUIII-
HYIO MacKy.

JleBylilika BHYTPEHHE CKaJlach, XOTsI BHEIIIHE COXpaHsiia BU-
auMocTh TBepaoctu. OHa 3Hana, uyto npourpaia. CHosa.

Benna pasBepHysach Ha MATKaX W yluia u3 U30bl, XJIOMHYB
JIBEPSIMU CO BCEU CUJIBI.

CoJH1Ie MOYTH 3a11U10, 3aJIMBast ABOP OPaHKeBbIM cBETOM. [le-
BYIIIKA BHIIIUIA CO JIBOPA U OCTAHOBMJIACh HEMHOTO JAJIbIle, Ha
TPOIMHKE, YTO BeJia B CTOPOHY JiepeBHU. OHa HEe MOTJIa BEPHYTh-
csl, TIOKa MPUEMHBIH OTell He MO3BONUT eil. OHa BcMaTpuBasach
BJQJIb HEBUISIIMMU IJ1a3aMU, B KOTOPBIX CTOSUIM CJIE3bl KAaJO-
ctu 1 310cTi. KOT mosiBuiIcS U3 HUOTKY/A, 3aMypyal U Hadall
TepeThcs 00 ee 10KY.

Yepes MUHYTY XpaHHUTEITb IPOIIES MUMO Hee, CJIOBHO OHA Obl-
Jia TeHblo. HakuHys Ha Tuieun 1uiai u. He cKa3aB HU CJIOBA, IBU-



HYJICS B CTOPOHY JiepeBHU. Ero BOCIIMTAHHUILY HE BOJIHOBAJIO,
Ky/a ¥ 3a4eM OH yXOauT. B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa *kenaa eMy TOJIbKO
371a.

Omna nonxsaruja KoTa, YTKHY/IAcCh JIMLIOM B MSITKYIO, TEIUTYIO
IIEPCTKY, IMBITHYB HOCOM, U Tomuia B u30y. B ToT MOMeHT, ko-
ra OHa MOJIOKWIA PYKY Ha HIEKOJy, HaJl €€ FOJIOBOM 3axJiona-
JI TeMHbIe KpbUTbsl. OHa ucmyranHo cxanack. Ho 310 okazanach
BCETO JIMIIIb COBA, KOTOPAsl TEHBIO COPBAJIACh C KPBILIM U MOCIe-
JIOBaJia 3a XpaHUTEJIEM.

Benpna B310xHyMa ¢ oONeryeHreM U 3arepia IBepb.

% %k %k

Oma He BUJIeJIa XpAHUTE S BCIO HOUb U BECh CJIEYIOLIHIA IEHb.
OH He BEpHYJICA IOMOM, U JEBYILIKA Hayasla BOJIHOBATBCS.

Kot 3amypuas, 61arockJIoHHO npuHUMasi HexxHocTH. OH He
paznesnisit OeCIOKONCTBA CBOEH XO3SIHKHY.

— YT0-TO CIIyYMIIOCh, — TUXO CKa3aja oHa. — He Obu1o Takoro,
YTOOBI OH HE MPUXOAMJT 1oMO. OH TaK CUJIbHO HE HAIMBAETCH. . .

Omna onycruia KoTa Ha IOJI.

— Myp?

JIOBOJIbHBII KOT MOTPYCUIT K MUCKE C BBICOKO TIOIHSITBIM XBO-
CTOM, YBEPEHHbBII, YTO XO3sIiiKe MOHAA00MINCh CBOOOIHbIE PY-
KU1, YTOOBI IIPUTOTOBUTH eMy efy. OIHAKO OH KECTOKO OIINOCH.

Benna HakuHY/a Ha TUIEYH IJIAI] U3 TPYyOOH IMEepCTH U TITyOOo-
KO B3/I0XHYJIA.



— Ilonoxau, — cka3aja OHa KOTy, YTO Tapaliujcs Ha Hee ¢
yKopoM. — Kak BepHYCbh, OJIy4nIlIb CBOM YKUH. A cendac MHe
HYKHO MJITH, ITOKA HE CTAJIO COBCEM TEMHO.

Ona BblIlIUIa U3 U30bI ¥ OBICTPO MOIIJIa B CTOPOHY JAEPEBHU.

be3mosnBHas TeHb OTAEIMIIACH OT JIeCa M HE3aMETHO MOCJIe]0-
BaJla 3a HEW.



I'naBa 2. OHu cpenmn Hac

O3apsieMoe OrHEHHBIM OPEOJIOM COJHIIE CKPBLTIOCH 32 TOPHBI-
MM BepIIMHaMU. BeceHHUI 1eHb CMEeHIJIa MaxyyJasi Chipasi HoUb.
[Mocne 3akara OpIcTpo TemMHeNo, U Benaa Oosiack BO3BpaIarh-
cs B Takoe BpeMsi. K cuactblo, mopora Oblla HENOJTOW, XOTS C
IPUEMHBIM OTIIOM OHHU KWJIM B OTAAJIEHUH OT I'YCTO 3aCTpPOEH-
HOW JIepEBHU.

Mx n36a crosiia Ha HEBBICOKOM XOJIMe, (pacaioM BBIXOIIIIA Ha
JIepeBHIO, a THUIOM yNHpaiach B jiec. BeHna 3Hana, 4to KUBET
B cympake. C IeTcTBa OHa IMepeBs3bIBAsIa paHbl XPaHHUTEIO, KO-
TOPBII BO3BPAIIAJICS HETOHSATHO OTKY/A, NOPBAHHbBIA KOTITSIMU
Y KJIBIKAMH, YCTaBIINI CBEPX MEpPhl U MOJTYAIMBHIN, CIIOBHO Ka-
MeHb. [ToHauay ee mepenoiHsit crpax. Bedepamu 3a nepeBbsi-
MM €l MEepEIIIIHCh JIelINe 1 MaMyHbL. A TIOTOM OHa BBIpOCHa U
npyBBIKJIa. YynoBHI 00sTHCS HE MepecTaa, Ho, Kak U BCe JeTH,
OXOTHO CJIyIIajla PacCKasbl CTAPUKOB IPO CTPHUIOEB, TOTYIHUIL
Y BaMITUPOB, U, XOTb IIOTOM TPSICJIACh OT CTpaxa, TAKKUe UCTOPHU
NPUTATUBAJIH, KaK Kpaioxa Xj1eda ¢ MeIoM. XpaHHUTEeNb KakIylo
CBOOOJIHYIO MAHYTY YUWJI €€ U3rOTABJIMBATH 3€JIbsI, Ma3U U JUK-
cupsl. Co BpeMeHeM Hauall TIOKa3bIBaTh, KaK Pacro3HaTh Orac-
HOE CO3/IaHWE W CIIPABUTHCS C HUM, HO 3TH 3HAHUs ey elle HU
pasy He NMPUTOIUIIHCH.

Omna Gesxajia o TPONMHKE K JepeBHe, JIOBS TIOCTIETHIE JIyIH
COJIHIIA.



OHna xoporo 3HaJja, OTKyJa ClIeyeT HaurHATh TOUCKU. Takoe
CJIy4asioch U paHbIIIe.

JlepeBHs OblIa OKpYKEHA ropsAIUME (pakesaMu, KOTOpbIE 3a-
KUTAJIMCh KaXK[bI Beuep ISl 3alluThl kuTesel. Panblie 31ech
ObLJT YaCTOKOJI, HO TOCTICHUE BIAJIENbIBI 3aMKa TMPHKA3aIn
pazoOpatb ero. KpectbsiHe B30YHTOBJINCh, HO T€X, KTO KpH-
gaj1 OoJIbIIe BCEero, OBICTPO YCIIOKOWIIA BOTYbY KJIBIKU U KOTTH.
OcrasibHble CO BpeMEHEM HayUYWJIMCh 3alIUIIAThCS OTHEM OT Ta-
UBIIIEICS B TEMHOTE OMACHOCTH.

Bennma MuHOBanma kpyr pakenoB U ObICTPO J100paiach 10
YJIOUKH, BIOJIb KOTOPOU CKAJTWJICS pa3AessIoIii OrOPO/IbI Tij1e-
TeHb. OHa 3amMeJyUIMIIa 11ar, BOCCTaHaBMBasi apixaHue. Ctapoe
3MaHME KOPUMBI SIBJSUIOCH CepaAlieM JiepeBHU. W XOTs Bpeme-
Ha, KOI/a 3[1eCh HOUeBaJIM ITPUe3Kue, JaBHO MPOIIUTY, BeuepaMu
IIyM BCE ellle HATOJIHS KOPUMY, a M€/l ¥ TTMBO JIMJIUCh PEKOM.

JeBy1ika 3aruia B KOpuMy Kak K cebe JoMoW. XpaHUTeNlb U
KOpYMapb ObUTA XOPOIIUMH JIPY3bSIMHA M YACTO OOIIAIUChH, KaK
U WX JICTH.

— Benpa? — ImMup nocraBui nepej KJIMEHTOM KPYKKY U, Bbl-
TUpasi pyKu o (papTyK, NOCMENIN K JIeByIIKe. — YTo Thl TYT Je-
JIaelb Tak no3aH0?

— Wy xpanurerisi, — OHa HAXMYpPUJIach, 3aUpasi TOJIOBY, YTO-
OBl 3arIHYTh MapHio B Juio. — OH ObLT TYT Buepa? ¥ Bac Ho-
yeBa?

Vimup OblT OYEHb BBICOKMM TMApHEM C HEKHBIMH 3eJICHBIMU
r1a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX OXOTHO YTOHYJIa HE OfIHA KUTEJIbHUIIA JI0-



JIVIHBL.

— Her, He 0110 ero, — cka3as oH, noxumasi redamu. — Cero-
JHS TOXe elle He NnosiBiisics. ToabKO YTO 3aKOHYMIIOCH cOOpa-
HME 110 IOBOJY BuHHE. ..

— 1a? 1 uto pemmm?

— Iloka Huvero, — Mmup nonusui rosoc 1o wenora. — Ho no-
CJIe CEerofIHSIIIHEro MOTHOMYHUS1, HAaKOHell, TOXOpOoHSAT. CTOsH 1
Ky3HEL CONPOTUBIISINCH. JII0IM XOTeNN OCOBETOBATLCS C Xpa-
HUTEJIEM, HO OH HE IpUILEI.

Omna nokayvasa rojxoBOu.

— OH nponyctun codpanue? B Takoe Bpemsi? 1o coBceM Ha
Hero He noxoxe. OH He BepHyJica AoMoH. S nqymasa, oH Buepa
HAIWICS ¥ HOYEBAJI TYT, YTOOBI HE BO3BPAIIATHCS IO TEMHOTE.

— ¥V Hac OH TOYHO He HoueBaJl, — oTBeTH Mmup. — Cipocum
y OTLa.

SpT nosmy4ns KopuMy OT POOUTENIEN U HAMEPEBAJICA OCTABUTh
ee cBoeMy cbiHy. OHM ynpaBJIsyIi KOPUMOW HECKOJIBKO TIOKOJIE-
HUIA 1 ObUTA €TUHCTBEHHOW CeMbei, B KOTOPOW Y MYKYMH ObUTH
r1ajakue, Oesble U Msrkue pykd. IMupy ot oTia gocrascs Bbl-
COKMI POCT, HO JIIOAX TOBOPWJIX, YTO TOHKME YEPTHI JIMLIA Y HETO
OT MaTepu. BeHzia He MorIa TOYHO cKa3aTh, IOTOMY YTO HE ITOM-
HWIa ero Math. OHa Kcyessa OYeHb JaBHO. ..

— He 61710 ero, — nonTBepau SpT, MOrOBOPUB C JIEBYIIIKOM.
— Moxert, oH B secy? Uier Toro, KTo packososn yepern Bunue?

— He 3Hai0, MHE OH HMKOIJIa HE TOBOPUT O CBOUX JeJax, —
NOrpyCTHENA 3Haxapka. — A B MOCJIeIHEe BpEMsI Mbl HE 4acTo



BUIEJIHCh.

— IlogoxnaeM enie wiv mopa CO3bIBaTh JIOAEU? — CIPOCUI
KOpUYMaphb.

— Houblo HUKTO HUKY/a HE TIOMAET, — OTBETWJIA JEBYIIKA. —
[opoxaem 10 yTpa, pacCKakeM OCTaIbHBIM U OTIPABUMCS B JieC
Ha IOMCKH.

OnHu 3amMoTyaiv, HO B3MJIsIIbI BBIIUIM OYEHb KPACHOPEUBBI-
Mu. Eciiu B 01MHE KTO-TO MCYe3as, €ro Clef0Bal0 HAYMHATh
UCKaTb PaHbIIIe, YEM OH MPEBPATUTCS B KOT'O-TO, KTO HARIET J10-
POr'y IOMOH U BBIITYCTUT KUIIIKY CIISIIIIAM POACTBEHHUKAM.

— Nmup! Apr! — 3akpryanu co croponsl 3aia. — [Tusa!

Kopumapp MalmmHaaIbHO KUBHYIL.

— 4 moiiny, a TeI 3aliMuch BeH101, CBIHOK. Yaauu, — OypKHYJ
OH MOJIOJBIM JIIOISIM U NIEPE], YXOAOM BHAMATEJIBHO IIOCMOTPEI
Ha JIeBYIIKY. — AObI 10 yTpa Harescs. JKuBoil Ui MepTBBIT.

[Mocne vero ynanuics co xk6aHoM nuBa, 1 Benga ¢ Umupom
MPOBOJIMJIUA €I0 MPAYHbIM B3IJISIIOM.

— JlagHo, 51 JOMOM Monay, — CKa3asia JeBylmka. — TyT Hu4yero
HE BBICUJMIIb. XPaHUTENIb MOKET BEPHYTbCS, CTAHET MEHSI UC-
KaTb U HaJieJIaeT erle Oosblile MpooieM.

Vimup HeyBepeHHO, HO C PhIIIAPCKUM OJIECKOM B TJa3zax Mo-
CMOTpEJI Ha Hee.

— Torna s noiiny ¢ To6ol, — 3asBu1 OH. — He xouy TeOs my-
raTh, HO Mbl HE 3HAEM, UTO TaM OXOTUTCSI B HOUHU, U €CJIA XPaHU-
TeJb. ..

OH He 3aKOHYMII, HO TOTO, YTO CKa3aJl, 0Ka3aJ0Ch IOCTAaTOYHO.



JleByI1IKa TOJIBKO KMBHYJIA, M YEPE3 MUHYTY OHHU BBIILIJIM B HOYb.
Han necom nogHmmasnach Kpyrias JiyHa.

Buiiins u3 kopumsl, BeHa noexunach OT X0no/a.

— IIpuBerctByio Tebs1, Mecsll, HeOeCHbIN HACTEOHUK. .. — Ma-
IIMHAIBHO MPOILIETITaIa OHA 3aKJIMHAHKE, 3aBOPAYMUBAsACh B LIEP-
CTSIHOM TUIAILL.

NmMup Bcren 3a HEM MOKJIOHWIICS SIPKOM JIyHE, U JEBYIIKA
ycrbllllajla, Kak OH IIeNYeT TpaauluoHHoe npusercTere. He
YCIIEJIM OHU C/EJIaTh HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, KaK OTKPBUIMCH JABEPU
KOPYMBI.

— Nmup, rae Te1? — BOCKJIMKHYJI SIPT € OCyk/IEHUEM B TOJIOCE.
— Tb1 HUYero He 3a0bu1?

— Cnacub6o, oren! — KpUKHYJ TIapeHb, IOWMAaB OPOIIEHHBIN
MYK4MHOU TONOp. — OX! — BBIIOXHYJI OH.

Apt, 4ro-TO GOpPMOYa, BMECTE C SIPKUM CBETOM KOPUMBI
CKpBLUICA 3a ABEpPAMU. BeHIa OCTaHOBWJIACh U YIMBJIEHHO IIO-
CMOTpEJIa Ha JIMLO JpYyra, a [IOTOM IIPOCIeInIIa 3a €ro B3MISI0M
Ha Kpbiy. Kpome Griecka JyHsI OHa paccMOTpesia HEMHOTO.

— Tol Buzena? — mpouienrai napeHb, MoKa3blBasi HaBepX. —
Tam 4yTO-TO IBUTAIOCH !

JleByI1IKa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK 3AMUPAET €€ CEPALIE.

— He Buzena, — TMX0 npHU3HAIach OHA, HO MAIIMHAJIBHO CTaJla
WCKAaTh 3aTKHYTBIM 3 MOSIC HOXK.

OHM CcTOSIM MOJTYA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, BIJISIIBIBASICh B KOHEK
KPBILLIHY, ¥ CEKYH/Ibl TSHYJIUCh, CJIOBHO YaCH.

Yepes munyTy Benna onomaunnacek u norsanyna Mimmpa 3a py-



KaB.

— Tebe, nHaBepHOe, npuBHeIoch. Minem orciona, mopa aBH-
raThesl.

WNmup mepymun. Heckonbko 1m1aroB oH 1€ CIMHOM, BCE elle
IJIs1/1S1 HA KPBIITY KOPYMBI, BBIAIONIYIOCS Ha (pOoHE CUHEro Heba.

— Moker u Tax... — Mpu3HaJ, HAaKOHEl], HEyBePEHHBIM TOHOM
u noien 3a Benpoil. — HaBepHoe, npuBuienoch. 1o Bce U3-
3a ucue3HoBeHUs xpanuTtens. Eciu B necy Geraer 4ro-To, 4to
MOIJIO €r0 YOUTb, TOT/IA MHBI. ..

Benna uipknyia.

— 3Haerib, Thl Obl MOT MEHs YCTIOKOHTb, a HE MyTaTh.

— 41 ToNIBKO rOBOPIO TO, YTO AyMAIO.

[Toutn GeroM OHM MEpeceKs AEPEeBYIIKY U OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh
Joporu K m3be 3Haxaps. Bee 310 BpeMsi 06a HEpBHO BIJISIAbIBA-
JICh B IEPEBbSI U KYCTHI.

OHM CBEpHYJIM C IJIaBHOW AOPOTY Ha TPOIMHKY IOA ropy, B
CTOpPOHY Jieca.

— TebGe omHoI He OyneT crpamHO? Moxker, Jiydine ¢ ToOon
ocrarbesi? — npegoxkua Umup. OH Hagesics, 4To 3TO MPO3BY-
YaJio Mo-JPYKECKH, a HE HABSI3UMBO.

— Hy, koHeuHo, — OypkHyna Benma. — A yTpom Mbl JOJIKHBI
OynieM MOKEHUTBCS, TOTOMY YTO JIIOIM He JaIyT HaM XKU3HHU.

— A 11 Te0s1 3TO Takasi CTpallHasi nepcrekTrna?

— Wimup, uto Tam? — BeHa ocTaHOBMIIaCh Kak BKOMAHHAs. —
Tam, Ha Kpato Jieca, BUJUIIb OTOHEK ?

— Cnypena?! — OH pelmTeNIbHO TOJIKHYJ €€, a KOrJja OHa craja



COIPOTUBJIATHCS, CXBATWJI 32 PYKY U MOTSIHYJI B CTOPOHY BUHE-
IOILIETOCSl B TEMHOTE JBOPA.

— A ec/ii 3TO XpaHUTeNb? — IEPHY/IACh OHA.

— Jla3ut co cBeToM, UTOOBI UYIOBMINA €r0O JydIlle BUICITN?
JlBuraii Horamu. DTO OrOHEK WX ellle Kakoe-To iepbMo. bexum!

OHM OTBEpHYJIUCH OT CBETA, YTOOBI HE TIOAATHCS €r0 Maruu
Y HE CBEPHYTb HA JIECHYIO TPOIUHKY.

3a MUHYTY OHH, 3aIlbIXaBIIUECS, JOOPAIUCH JIO TUIETHS U IBE-
peii u30bl.

Ho nom BcTpeTnit ux riyXxou IyCTOTOM.

% %k %k

Yro nmeHHO nipousoIuio ¢ Bunne, HUKTO He 3HaI. OIHO ObI-
J10 OECCOpHBIM: OH HEe BepuJl B cyliecTBoBanue Pona wim Bam-
NHMPOB, NPU3PAKOB Wi 00opoTHed. OH yOexIan Apy3ei, uTo
JyIOBHUII] HA CBETE YK€ HET, YTO TaK CTapelIMHaM yIOOHO -
raTb U KOHTpoJIupoBarh mMonoabix. [Toromy Oe3 koneGaHuil OH
HOCTIOPUJI € MApHSMH, YTO HOYbIO gonaeT no Knanouma I[po-
KJISITBIX, 3a0€peT OCTaBJEHHbIA TaM JHEM HOXHUK W BEpHETCs,
TIOKa HE TPOTOET MEeTYyX.

Ceifyac HOX Jieas BO3Jie MEpPTBOTO TeJsa, XOTs C KJIaaouia
ero MpuHec KTo-To Apyroil. Pactep3annslii Tpyn Bunne Hanum
Ha cepelyHe MyTH, U B I71a3aX MapHs 3acTblIo yausieHue. Tou-
Hee, TOJIBKO B OJJHOM I71a3y, BTOPOM BHITEK BMECTE C YaCThIO MO3-
ra, rocJjie TOro Kak 4ro-TO MOIIHBIM YIapOM Pa3MO3KHIO eMy



TOJIOBY.

— JIumb Goram U3BECTHO, KOTOPBIH pa3 TBEPKY Tede, UTO Me/I-
BeJIb ObI TOJIOBOU HE OIpaHWYMIICS, — peruTeIbHO 3asaBm1 CTo-
SIH.

N36a TuHHe Obl1a HAMOTHEHA 3aI1aXxOM TPaB, KOTOPbIE OKPY-
JKaJIM JIeKalMK Ha JiaBe TpyIlL. [IbIM paccerBall CBET JIyYMH, yCTa-
HOBJICHHBIX BOKPYT M3YPOJIOBAHHOU T'OJIOBBI, TOKPHITON OEIbIM
MOJIOTHOM. JIBE MaJIeHbKHE CECTPbl YMEPILIETO CIaM 3a IJieTe-
HOW Meperoponkoil. Pogurteny nuiav nuBo BMECTe C Ky3HELIOM
3namupom, ero 6patom CrostHOM U pbikuM KoctbstHOM. [laib-
1Ie OT TeJla, y ovara, rpesi crapble KOCTU, CUJIEN Jie]l, KOTOPBIM TO
MOJT4aJ1, TO OYOHUJT YTO-TO TIOJ HOC, TJIsiAs Ha OeJblid CaBaH.

[llna yerBepras HOUb nocie cmeptr Bunhe. [lnakaibnuiiel
HACTOJIBKO YCTAJIM, YTO OTYIIEHHUE MOJABJISIIO FOPE, U EAMHCTBEH-
HOE, YEro OHU XOTeJIH, 3TO JOXK/IAThCS YTpa U yKe TPATUIIMOHHO
MOXOPOHUTH yMepiiiero. C HeTeprneHueM OHM KAl PacCBETa.

TuHHE OTOBUHYII A€PEBSIHHBIE CTABHU U BBITJISIHYJ Yepe3 y3-
KOE OKOIIKO Ha YJIUILY.

— JlyHa y*e BbICOKO U CBETHUT SIPKO, — CKa3ajl OH. — Eciu chI-
HOK JIOJKEH OBLJT BCTaTh, OH OBl yKe BCTAJl.

Marp napHs ¢ oOJieryeHrieM B3JJOXHYJIA W BhITEpJIa CJIe3bl.

— XopoItio, — 60poaaThIid Ky3Hel] TOKUBAJ TojioBoid. — Ho st
CMOKOMCTBUSI IOCUIUM [I0 YTpa.

TuHHE CKpUBUWIICS.

— Hy, s Bac 13 n30b1 He BoITOH:I0. Haseli erie miBa, skeHINMHA.
Beinbem 3a aymry Bunne B HaBun.



Ona Hanmia, OHU BBIMUIKA. BeiTepiu ycbl 1 O0pojibl pyKaBaMu
3aCTUPAHHBIX pyOax.

— Bo1 Buepa Bou cibiiasiv? — cupocuit KocTbsiH, a Korja npu-
CYTCTBYIOIIIUE KUBHYJIA B OTBET, MPOIOIKWI: — ITO TOT C BOJI-
YbMMHU TJIa3aMK MOT HamacTh Ha Bunnue. d Tyt ceGe momyman,
9TO Kakoe-HUOY/Ib JIeCHOe UyUIle TTApHS COXKPAo Obl, a TOT C
BOJTYBMMM IJIa3aMM, KaK M3BECTHO, 3JI0M, HO Jloel He ecT. IToka
yto. OH MOTr BCTpeTuTh BUHHE B Jilecy U yOUTh €ro 3a To, YTO
OH uesioBeK. Bce 3HAIOT, Kakylo 3710CTh Ha JIiofield BOJIKOTJIa3ble
HMEIOT.

KpecTbsiHe CKPMBWJINCH, TEPErISIHYJINCh, OOJyMBIBAst €ro
CJIOBA.

— C 3TUM MOXHO COIJIACUTBCS, TIOTOMY YTO XPaHUTEIb HE
CMOT JJa)ke CJIEIOB PACIIO3HaTh, — cka3an CTosiH. — Boskornaseii
HEJ/IABHO C TOp BEPHYJICS.

— A, coOCTBEHHO, e OH? — CIIPOCU 3AaMUp C HECKphIBae-
MBIM YAOBOJIbCTBUEM. — DTOT Balll XpaHUTENb? Pa3Be OH He J10I1-
JKEH CUETh TYT C HAMU, YTOOBI 3AIUTUTh HAC, €CJIM MTapeHb BCTa-
HeT?

— JomxeH, — npusHai TunHe. — TONbKO €ro Ha COBENIaHUY HE
ob1710. Ero neBoyka Toxe ucKaia. ..

Emy He HyXHO OBUIO 3aKaHUMBATh MBIC/Ib, YTOOBI BCE TIOTY-
MaJIi TO K€ caMoe.

— Hy, nagHo, — 3npamup noxan rjiedyamu, He CJIUIIKOM Oec-
nokosick. — Kak motepsiiics, Tak u Hangercs. Hanen erie nuBa,
Tunne. Yro? Yero ycrasunucs? HaBepHoe, OH momen 3a TeM,



YTO BaIlero chiHa yomto. Tak 4To ceiuac WM OH, Win ero. Yro-
TO K HaM oOs13atenbHO mpurpercs. S yBepen. [Ipunpercs, kak
BCErja.

OH npocHyJICSI HEMHOTO He B ceOe.

Crpax Kyna-To uc4e3, OH He MHOroe MOT BCIIOMHUTD U3 TOTO,
910 OBUIO. VI3 TEMHOTBI €r0 BHIPBAJI UyAOBHIIHBIN ToJ01. Teno
cxuraa ropstuka. C TpyioM OH BHIOpAJICS Ha TIOBEPXHOCTb, pac-
KarbIBasl PhIXJIyIO 3eMJII0 PyKaMH U CAUPasi HOT'TH JI0 KPOBH.

OH niexan TyT OUH Yac WM HECKOJIbKO THEM?

It10 He umesio 3HaueHUsl. TOIBKO Obl IOTACUTh ITY CTPAHHYIO
Kaxay. HeBelHOCHMMOE OlllyllIeHUE, KeTaHue, KOTOPOe He M03-
BOJISIIIO 3a0BITh O ce0e.

Jlec TOHyN B TEMHOTE U B THIIIUHE, CO3JJAHHOM JAeCATKaMU Oe3-
MOJIBHO JIBHKYIIIUXCS CYILIECTB.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK KTO-TO WJIM YTO-TO CJEIUT 3a HUM W3
yKpbiTHs. Omyman Ha cede TO M3YJaloluid, TO BbIKUJAIOIIANA
B30y1s171. CliblIias BoW BOJIKA, pUTauBIierocs noonusoctu. Ecim
OBbI TOJILKO OH MOT' COCPEJOTOUUTHCS . ..

AX, 3T0 UCKyIIeHre ObLIO HerpeoaouMbiM! Kak oT 3Toro us-
OaBuThcsa? Kak?!

TponuHKa nepen HUM OCBETUJIACh 30JI0TUCTO-CUHUM, Hepe-
IBHBIM OJIECKOM. DTO JIyHa BBIIUIA W3-32 TY4 U MpOOUBAIACh
MEX/1y BEPXYIIKaMU JePEBbEB.



Kpyrnas.

[onon cran HeBbIHOCUMBIM. OH Y4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO, €CJIU €r0 HE
YTOJIUT, COUJET C yMa.

OH HeykJIIOXe MOTAIUJICS B CTOPOHY, Ky/la €ro TSHYJ WUH-
cTUHKT. Tyna, rae OH, HaKOHEIl, yTOJIUT HA30WIUBYIO KaXKy, YTO
CKpYYMBaJIa BHYTPEHHOCTH U HAIOJHSLIA TOJIOBY HECKOHUAEMOM
0O0JIBIO.

K monam.

— MoxeT, 3T0 1 BOJIKOIJIA3blid, — paccykai aajbiiue KocThsH.
— Ho pa3Be OH MOT J1arou ax Tak pa3MO3KUTh yepen?

— Jlemmui. .. — HEO)KUAAHHO OTO3BAJICA JIEl, 0’KMBAs U IIUPO-
KO OTKpBIBasl Iaza. — Y Jielero ectb AyOuHa, u 0-0-o, 1a! On
OJHUM MaXxOM MOXET Pa3MO3KUTb IOJIOBY !

CoOpaBimecsi TIOYYBCTBOBIM ce0sl HEJIOBKO, HO TwHHE
TOJIBKO 3aKaTWJI [J1a3a.

— A orerr cHoBa 3a cBoe! Kto Obl He ycpasicsi, Bcera Jenmii
BUHOBAT!

— [a, cmelica Hajg cTapukoM! — JIe/1 3JIOBEIIE MTOTPO3UIT EMY
KPUYBBIM MaJIblieM. — §l MOMHIO, KOT/1a MPUHECIN OATIONIKY, HEKO-
TOpBIE TOXE CMESUTMCh. A y HEro poxa ObUla Takas ke, Kak y
9TOr0 YMHMKA MO/ TPSIIKOM.

TuHHE TpeHeOpeKUTETHHO (DHIPKHYIL.

— Nopoxu, — Bmemmaicst KoctbsiH. — Jlen yxe Buaen takoe?



— Bugen nmi? — B30pBAJICA KPECThSHMH U, ITOKA ChIH HE YCIIEN
YTO-TMOO0 OTBETUTH, HaYaJl PACCKa3bIBaTh: — BCIO JKU3HB 3Ta Kap-
THHA y MeHs niepes azamu! $1 OblT MaieHbKUM peOeHKOM, KO-
I/1a IPUHECIA MOEro JIIOOMMOro OaTIONIKY, BOT KaK 3TOrO COM-
nsika. Otert gepeBbs B Jiecy pyOrII M UYTO-TO YKaCHOE ero YKOKO-
m10. CTapuku cpasy CKasald, 4TO OH 3aMaxHYJICS Ha CBSTOE
JIepeBo, KOTOPOeE JIEIIUH JII0OUT, HO MOJIOZIE Kb, KaK U ceiiuac, He
XOTeJIa BEPUTH B UyJIOBUII U JIECHBIX JyXoB. HykHO, BUAaTh, mo-
KWUTh B 9TUX TOpaX U HA TpareJu HACMOTPEThCS, YTOOBI pasyma
HaOparbCsl.

— Kcrary, oren, — ynpyueHHo npousHec Tunne. — Yepes
HECKOJIbKO YaCOB PacCBET, 51 XOTeJI Obl, YTOObI Thl 3aKOHYMIJI pac-
CKa3 K TOMY BPEMEHHU.

— Ha, na, — AeJ MOHypo 3aKUBaJj rojloBor. — Hekotopsle HuKo-
I/1a yKe I71a3 He OTKPOIOT, Jake Korjaa O0ru y HUX IUTSI OTHUMYT.

TunHe 3aMomya, GyITO KTO-TO €ro yaapul, a jej 3aep3all Ha
NeHbKEe, KOTOPBIN CIYKUJI eMy CTyJIoM. OH HaKJIOHWJICSI B CTO-
POHY COOPABIIMXCS Y MPOIOIIKIAT:

— [ToxopoHWIM MBI OTLIA 11O MAJIEHBKMM MOTMJIBHBIM XOJIMU-
KOM, a Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JIHEN KPECThsIHE BEPHYJ/IMCh HA YUACTOK,
r71ie otell AepeBbst pyowit. I cHoBa Hauasm pyOUTh ¥ BAPYT CJIbI-
miar... — Jleq moBbICKII TOJIOC, HO BCE M TaK CIIYIIAJIM €r0. — ...
CJIBILIAT BPOJE LIETNOT B KPOHAX JEPEBLEB, TO TYT, TO CHOBA TaM,
Y KaX[plil pa3 ¢ JApyroil cTopoHsl. ' pomue u rpoMue 3710Belle
HIETITAJIO, aX MOKA JBOE CAMBbIX YMHBIX KPECTbSIH HE IYCTUJINCh
HAyTeK ¥ 10 AEPEBHM J0OekaIu. A KOT/ia BEpHYJIHCh, U3 TEX, KTO



He yOesxas1, TOJbKO OfuH Jbimai. OH UCTeKasl KPOBbIO, TOTOMY
YTO YTO-TO CIOMAJIO emy Hory. Ho mpexzae 4eMm Iyx MCITyCTHII,
ycHell elle cka3aTb, YTO HA HUX OIPOMHBIN MEABE/Ib HallaJl, a Ha
MeBee OOpOAAThIii CTApHK eXasl U lyOMHOHN pa3mMaxuBal.

— Jlenmid. .. — KOCThsIH € OUTEHHUEM 3aKUBaJI FOJIOBOM.

Kyznen u CtosiH yxe ObUTH 110/ BIIeUaT/IeHUEeM, ¥ TOIbKO TrH-
He KCroI00bsi CMOTpEJ Ha OTIIA.

— Jlemmi1, — noaTBepama nex ¢ yxacoM. — Ho 3t1o ere He ko-
Hell. [ToxopoHnm yOUTBIX Ha KJaAOMIIe W PEIIMId He XOOUTh
OonbIIIe Ha TOT YYacToK Jeca. Ho nermmit ObuT pa3srHeBaH U Kak-
JyI0 HOYb pacKamnbIBaJl MOTHJIbHBIE Kypranbl youTtsix. Otia no-
IA/11J1, MOXKET ObITh, IOTOMY, YTO M3-3a HEBEKECTBA OH JIEPEBbSI
PyOUJI ¥ TOHEC 3aCITyKEHHYIO Kapy. A Te Apyrue BUHOBHBI ObUIH,
noToMy 4TO 3HaTH. OHU IOJKHBI OBLIA IOHUMATh, YTO MOU OTEIl
ObLT npeaynpexaeHueM. M notomy jieimmii He a1 UM MO3HATh
noko# nocie cMept. Kaxaoe yrpo Morussl Obuld pacKoIaHsl,
CJIOBHO MEPTBbIE XOTEJIM BHIOPAThCS M3 HUX, HO BPEMEHH BCera
He xBatano. [laxe bparmu, uTto Torma XxpaHureaeM ObUT, OHSIT
BCE U BMECTE C KPECThSIHAMM ITOLLEJT B TO MECTO B JIECY, B CBATOE
MECTO JIEILIEr0, ¥ OCaAnI HOBbIE AyObl. I3BUHMIICS, TOKASUICS U
BHE3AITHO, — CTAPUK 3HAYUTENILHO MOBBICUII IOJIOC, — BCE 3aKOH-
YUJIOCh, CTIOBHO HE OBLIIO.

Benpna He cnana.



Ona OblTa HE B COCTOSIHUM JIeUb, 3HAs1, YTO C IPUEMHBIM OT-
IIOM MOIJIO YTO-TO CIIy4nThcs. [locTaBuia JOMOTHUATENBHYIO JTy-
YUHY CHapyXH B IBEPSIX, YTOOBI B CTyYae Yero OTYUM CMOT YBH-
neth n30y m3nasieka. Cama oHa cujiena BO3Jie oyara U pa3Mbilil-
nsuta. Kot cnait Ha ee KoJieHsIX, a OHa JISHUBO IJIauia ero.

B nonmmne HUKTO HEe ncue3an mpocTo Tak. Ecim ke jxeHa nHo-
I71a MCKaJla Myka, BCerja HaXOAUJICs KTO-TO, KTO, CJTy9aiiHO BbI-
IJISIHYB B OKHO, BHJEJ €ro B KycTax ¢ cocelkoi. TyT HUYero
HeJIb3s1 ObLIO CKPbITh. [IoTOMY, COOCTBEHHO, XpaHUTEIb, KOr/a
pUOBbLT U3JAJIEKa, TIOCTPOUJT CBOIO 30y TOJAJIbIIE OT JPYTHUX.
Jliia cnokouctBus. HUKTO, 1axe Kopumaps, HE 3HAJI, [IOYEMY OH
OCTaBWJI MU 32 TopaMu. BbICKa3piBaJICS MyIpeHoO, pa3oupaics
BO MHOTHMX Belllax — B TpaBax U OMTBaX, M HUKOIJIA HE HAPYIIIa
Oapbep MeXIy COOOU U KUTEJISIMU JIEPEBEHBKH.

HukTo He 3Hau1, OT 4ero oH cOexai. M HUKTO He crparmBal,
3a4eM OH MPHUBE3 MAJICHbKYIO JeBOUKY, KOTOpasi, Kak OH yTBep-
KJ1aJ1, He OblJIa ero JI0YephIo.

BeHnpga Toxe 3TOro He 3Haj1a. A cemyac He MOIJIa CMUPHUTBCS C
MBICJIBIO, UTO MOKET YK€ HUKOT/Ia ¥ He Y3HaTb.

OHa He Ha IIyTKy paccTpousiack. JIyurHa, 4To ocBelana us-
Oy, cropeia J1o mojioBuHbl. Ee 1iaMsi TpeneTaso, moTpeBOXeH-
HOE BETPOM, 33/IyBalOIIMM Yepe3 HEIUIOTHO 3aKPHITOE OKOIIIKO.
JleByIka BcTasna, HAKJIOHUIIACh M BHITJISIHYJIA HAPYKY, 3aCITOHSIS
JIAZIOHBIO TJ1a3a OT CBeTa. Berep pa3orHai Ty4u, U OKPECTHO-
CTH 3aJIiJ1 CBeT JiyHbl. Ha (hoHe Jieca OTYETIIMBO BBHIPHCOBBIBA-
JINCh OYepTaHUs TUIETHS Y BBITONTAHHOM TPOITUHKU, YTO BeJjia



OT KQJIUTKM K AoMy. Ha monmyTu BIONb TPONMMHKY MPUTAMIICS
MaJICHbKUW capail 1t ApoB. CBET MPEJOMJIISIICS Ha HEPOBHBIX
rpsKax, 3aHUMAIOIIMX NMOYTH Bech JBop. [locie 3umMbl TOpyaio
HECKOJIBKO BEUHO3EJIEHbIX TPAaB U KyCTaPHUKOB.

BbUI0 MyCTO ¥ CITOKOMHO.

— Kyna 1 ymen? — tTuxo OypkHyna oHa moxa Hoc. — KTo, Kak
HE Thl, JIOJ’KEH ObLT 3HATh, YTO B MOJHOIYHUE HENb3s BHIXOIUTD
U3 u30BI. ..

N3 mbicnient ee BBIpBAJ CTYK, JOHOCSIIIMICS U3 CEHEM.

JleBy1iKa ax MOJACKOYMIIAa U OTOIBUHYJIACH OT OKHA C KPYIJIbl-
MM, Kak Omonia, raszamu. C cepaiieM y ropiia OHa THXOHBKO TI0-
JoIUIa K JBepsAM. BbImisHy/Ia B TEMHOTY MIMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTJIa YTO-TO TSIKEJIO€ BHOBb YIAPUJIO B CTEHY MEXK/Ly XJIEBOM U
n3060i1. [TIoToM ¢ )KyTKUM JOATUM [IOPOXOM OIMYCTHJIOCH Ha TIOJL.

Benpa B yxace Tapaluiach B CTEHY, CJIOBHO MOIJIa ITPOCBEp-
JIUTh €€ B3MJISAJOM.

BomnbIIMHCTBO JT0Ael B I0MHE JEepKajd CBOMX KMBOTHBIX B
n30e, 1 Teria u ynoocrea. Ecnm kopoa momkHa Obuta oTe-
JIMTBCS 3UMOM, HE HY’KHO OBUIO BbUIE3ATh U3-TI0/ TEIUIBIX HIKYP
KaX[ble HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, 4ToObl ee mpoBepuTs. [Ipucayim-
BasICh K HEMPEKPaIaloIeMycs [IIyMy, JeBYyIIKa Hoxalesna, 4yTo
XPaHMTEJIb HE BbIIEIWII TOMEILEHHE )15 5KUBOTHBIX, KOIJa CTPO-
w1 oM. Korza Bapueil nogapui emy KOpoBy 3a TO, YTO TOT cHac
€ro eHy Ipy poJax, CO CTOPOHBI CEHel 3Haxapb JOCTPOWI Ma-
JICHbKUI1 XJIEB.

Tonranue u mapkanbe He yMonKaso. Benma 6oponacsk ¢ co-



6oi1: BbIiiTH UK He BbiTU? TyT ObUTO Ge3omacHO. Ho Tam ObI-
Ja kopoBa. Mx enuHcTBeHHast koposa. Kusas. [1oka. boxe, kak
oHa Oy1ieBaJa.

JleBy1ika mo 3ByKaMm IMOHMMaJIa, YTO B MOMEIIEHUH ObLI ellie
KTO-TO. TOT, KTO Tak HcIyrai ee.

BeiiiTy v He BHINTH?

OHa HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJIACh, IO KpaliHEN Mepe, yroBapuBaja
ceOsl YCTIOKOUTbCH.

OHna cxBaTuja NaJIky, YTO Ha BCSKUU Clly4dail CTOsla B YTy
ceneil. Ee Tsokects mpunaBaia aeBymike yBepeHHoctd. C oerrre-
HO KOJIOTSAILMMCS CEPALIEM OHA pBaHyJa 1Bepu. OHa 3Haja, 4YTo
€CJIM OTKPOET UX MEJIEHHO, TO OHU IPOH3UTENILHO 3aCKPUIIAT
Y TIPUBJIEKYT BHUMaHUE BCEX CO3JJAHUI B OKpyre K OqHOU BbI-
XOASAIIeH B HOUb jkepTBe. OHA HEe 3aTBOpHMIIa 32 COOOH, YTOOHI B
cirydae Jero OslcTpo BepHyThes. C majkoi HarotoBe Benia npu-
HYJIaCh Y€PEe3 OCBEIICHHbIM IOTYCTOPOHHUM CBETOM JIBOP.

[IIym u3 xneBa 1o 3aTtuxai, To ycunupaics. KopoBa, ckopee
BCET0, MBITAJIACh OCBOOOAMUTHCS OT MPUBS3AHHOM K poram OedueBs-
KM U HEPBHO €€ Jepraja.

«ITOT BTOPOM 3BYK, — MoayMasia BeHga, kKak MOXHO TuIle
npoobupasick Ha ogMory. — CJIOBHO. .. IIIyM KPbUILEB 7»

JIBepy B XJIeB ObLITM OTKPHITHI, ¥ OTTY/A BHITJISIIBIBAIH JIUIIIH
cTpax ¥ TeMHOTa. Benja caenaa HeckosbKo maros. Kpemnue ne-
pexBaTuiIa NaJIKy U NEPECTyNuIa C HOTY Ha HOTY.

W3 TeMHOTBI NIPSIMOYTOJIbHUKA JBEPEW OTAEIWIACH IIyMHast
(purypa, kOTOpas CIOBHO CTpea BbUIETENA U3 KOPOBHUKA. BoJib-



11asi NTUIA 3aXJI0Najja KPbUIbsIMU HaJl TOJIOBOM JIeBYIIKU. BeH-
Jla HEMPOU3BOJIBHO ckaslach. OT HEOXKMIAHHOCTH €M HE XBAaTHJIO
CWJI Aaxe 3aKpuyarh. [ITuIia MMHYTY BUCEIa B BO3/1yX€, CIIOBHO
OJypMaHEHHasl, TIOTOM, HaKOHEl], BOCCTAHOBUJIa PaBHOBECUE U
roJieTesia B CTOPOHY JIEPEBHHU.

C MuHYTY AeBylIKa HE 3Hasa, YTO Aejarb. Tak M crosna c
MAJIKOW HaJ FOJIOBOI.

Hakowner ¢ oberuenvem nepesesa AbIXaHue.

— CoBa, — OypkHyJ1a OHa TIOJl HOC, BBIPABHUBASICh M OITyCKasi
PYKU.

[Torom nmocMoTpena B CTOPOHY XJI€Ba, AyMasi PO KOPOBY.

— ITO coBa €e Haryraa. ..

Oma 3amepia, cityiiasi COOCTBEHHBbIE cJIOBa. BHOBB oAk pascst
JIeISHSIIMI CTpaXx, IIyHaibliaMy OOXBATHII CEPIIE ¥ 3aMOPO3HIT
KPOBb.

CnoBa OroHbKa, IMPOU3HECEHHbIE B TOT CTPAHHbBIII MOMEHT,
KOIJIa MUP 3aMep, Celuac COPBAJIUCH U C €€ SI3bIKA.

Omna He ycrniena Oonbllie HA O YeM MOAyMaTh, IOTOMY YTO U3
XJIEBA JOHECJIOCh CTPAHHOE, PUTMUYHOE IIApKaHbe, KOTOPOE Ha
JIOJII0 CEKYH/Ibl €€ Maparn30BaJIo.

beru B jom — nopckasbiBan MHCTUHKT. Ho apyras dacte pa-
3ymMa OBICTPO MOAKMHYJIA MHYIO MBICIIb: €CJT BOMJIEIb, BOJIK HE
CMOJKET CIacTy Tedsl.

Omna oTcTynuiia Ha JiBa Iara, omymias ceOs Kak MaJeHbKUil
JIECHOM 3BepeK, KOTOPBIN 3HAET, UTO Y HErO HET IaHca yoexaTb
OT XWIITHUKA, HAOMIOAIOIEro 32 HAM U3 TeMHOTHL. Ho To, uTO



IIPOM30LIO YEPE3 MUHYTY, HE MOIJIO IPUCHUTHCS 1aXkKE B CAMOM
crpamHoMm cue. [llapkanbe mpubmmxkanocs. B TemHoTe 3amasi-
YWJIa MPEAIOIOKUTENIBHO YeoBedecKas (purypa, nokas3abliasi-
cs 3HakoMou. Yepes Mruosenue Benjia KpukHysa:

— 9710 T ?! — OHa onycruia nanky. — C yma comel, Tak MEHs
nyrats? U e Te1 ObUT BeCh IEHB ..

W cHOBa OHAa 3acThUIA OT OLIYILEHHS CTPAILHOTO XOJIOAA B IPY-
1u. JlenstHOM cTpax.

XpaHuTens criesiai sa MeAJIeHHbIX mara. OH eBa OTAeIWIICS
OT TE€HH, HO 3TOTO XBAaTUJIO, YTOOBI MIPH JIyHHOM CBETE YBHIETh
YeThIpe BEPTUKAJIBHBIX CJIeJ]a OT KOTTel, YTO TSHY/IMCh OT Ji0a /10
noa00poIKa, HEUYEIOBEYECKOE 3aCThIBLIEE JIMLIO M PA30PBAaHHYIO
OfIeK Y, IOKPHITYIO OypeIMH NsATHaMU. U mycTOoTy Ha Mecte py-
KM, OTOPBAaHHOM OT TeJIa.

— BeHH...HJ1a, — C HATYrOM 3aXpuIe] MyXKYMHA.

JleBy1iKa OTCTynuia, KaK 3arMIHOTU3UPOBAHHAS BIVIAbIBA-
SICb B 3HAKOMOE, HO YYKO€ JINLI0, UCKAKEHHOE. .. CMEPTBIO.

— Ho... kak?.. — B yXkace npoJsienieraia oHa.

XpaHUTENIb OCTAHOBUJICS, 1IATasCh, CJIOBHO EMY Mellajia py-
Ka, KOTOPYIO HUYETO HE YPAaBHOBELIUBAJIO.

— Brictpppo, — mpodopmoTan oH. CTpaHHasi CyI0pOora UCKpH-
BUJIA €T JIMIIO, CJIOBHO OOJTb MOSIBUIIACH ¥ Micue3a. OH BBITSHYIT
PYKY B CTOPOHY JEBYILKH.

— XpaHUTENb... — POU3HECHIA OHA 3aTauB JbIXaHue. — Thl
HE... THI...

Yro-TO 32 ee CITMHOM IrPO3HO 3apbryajio. Eil He HyKHO ObLIO



000paunBaThCsl, YTOOBI MOHSTh, YTO ITO BOJK. [lanka Beimasia u3
€€ OHEMEBILIEN PyKH. [IpIXaHUE YCKOPUIIOCH.

— BricTppppo... — CHOBa 3axpures XpaHUTENb, 1IATASICh HA
Horax. — boyuis. ..

Ha cekyHy 4TO-TO CTpalllHOE BCIIBIXHYJIO B MEPTBBIX IJ1a3ax.
C xpoBaBbIX Ty0 BHIpBaJICS CBUCT. Phruanue 3a crivHON BeHjibl
CTaJIO TPOMYE.

X paHUTeb CKaJCs, a KOrJa CHOBA MOJIHSLI TOJIOBY, OOJIH B €r0
I1a3ax cTajo OoJblile.

— Knur. .. — mouTy HECNIBIIIHO MPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

JleBy1ika cpa3y MOHsIA, O YeM OH TOBOPUT.

— 41 He 3Hal0, TIe OHa, — npomenTtana B oTeeT. [locne yero
noBTopmIia rpomue: — He 3Haro, rjie Tol ee npsyels, 3a0bi1? To
JIOJIKEH. . .

OHa He 3aKOHYMIIA.

MeprBena cHOBa CKpyTWJia Kakas-TO CUJId, HEECTECTBEHHO
BBITHYJIA €ro Ha3ajl. B ria3ax nosiBuics TOT Xke ONacHbIN OJ1ecK, a
c ry6 copBaics peB. Ta dacTh cyiecTBa, KOTOpasi Bce ellle MpH-
Ha/JIeXkKaJla XpaHUTEJI0, MbITAIach YAepKaTb KOHTPOJIb Haj 4y-
JUILEM, KaXYIIUM TOJIBKO YEJIOBEUECKOM TUIOTH.

K HecuacTelo, OHa npourpaia.

HeosxumanHo ObICTPO KUBOU TPYIT JBUHYJICS BIIEPE]], BHITSTU-
Bas K BeHpe cBOIO yIIeNeBIIYIO PYKY C PACTONbIPEHHBIMU MaJlb-
L[aMH, CJIOBHO KOI'TH aTaKyIIEN NTULIBL.

JleByllika UCyTaHHO BCKPUKHYJIA.

TemHas purypa BbICKOUMJIA U3-32 CIIMHBI U KMHYJIACh HA Xpa-



HUTEJIS, 3aTAJIKMBAs €r0 Ha3a/1l B TEMHOTY XJieBa. BHyTpu 3akJio-
KOTAJIO.

Benpga ToNbKO M CMoOIIIa, YTO CHEaTh HECKOJIBKO IAaroB, U
OrPOMHBIMU TJIa3aMU Tapalliniach Ha TBEPHOW MPOEM.

«bexarp», — mogymaia.

«KopoBa», — TyT e npunuio B otBer. Ee nojoneyHast.

Ona ornsenack. Buiibl v Koca HAXOAWIIUCH B XJieBy. [leByIika
HarpaBUjIach K IpoBsIHUKY. [IpocyHysna pyky BHYTpb BOJb IPO-
JIOMJIEHHOU KPBIIIH 1 Harlynasa Tornop. M kak oObIYHO ObIBaeT B
TaKMX CUTYaIUsIX, €r0 3aKJIMHWIO, M BeHia aepraia Tormop, py-
rasiChb Ha YeM CBET CTOMT, MOKa He BhITalmiIa ero. OHa OBEpHY-
JIach K XJIEBY KaK pa3 BOBpeMsl, YTOObI YBUIETh, KAK OrPOMHBII
BOJIK MPOCKAJIb3bIBAET B JIBIPY B IyieTHe. OH He 0OepHYJICs, TIPO-
CTO McYe3 B TEMHOTE, CIMBASICh C JIECOM.

MuHyTy OHa CMOTpesnia emMy BCJiel, OHOBPEMEHHO IMPHUCITY-
IIMBasICh K 3ByKaM B xJieBy. Ho kpome TomnaHbsi KOPOBBI, BCe ellie
BO30YKJIEHHOW U OTYTIEBINIEH OT MaHWUKH, HE CIIBIITHO ObLIO HU-
Jero nono3putenbHoro. CxkuMast B pykax Torop, Benma nmooe-
*kaya K jomy. CXBaTuB JIyUUHY U YIEPKUBasl €€ BHICOKO HaJI TO-
JIOBOM, YTOOBI HE CIENUTh ce0sl, OHA KUHYJIACh HA TIOMOIIb KH-
BOTHOMY, BOOPYKEHHasl U TOTOBasi K 00I0.

CHayvasia OHa yBUj€1a HOTH.

JleBy1ika BoOIILIa BHYTpPb, OcBemas cede mopory. Tpym xpa-
HUTEJS JieKall Ha TIONTy ¢ cepeOpsIHBIM TBO3/1eM, BOUTHIM IITy00-
KO B JIOO, U ceiiyac OH TOYHO ObLT MepTBbIM. KopoBa mono3pu-
TEJIbHO Tapaliuiach Ha JIEBYIIKY, BTUCHYBIIUCh B CAMBIN J1aJTh-



HUI1 yroy xJjieBa. Benia mononina u pacmyTasna 6e4eBKy, yCIroka-
MBAIOIIIE Pa3roBapuBasi C )KUBOTHBIM. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
KOpOBa Havasia MpuxoauTh B ceOs1. BeHaa riaauna skecTKUil 1m-
POKHUI HOC, paaysch TOMY, YTO PSIIOM C Hel OOBIYHOE JKMBOE
cyuiectBo. [loxoxe, ee mpUCYTCTBUE M TUXHIA TOJIOC TTPUHECIU
HEOIKCYEMOE CIIOKOMCTBHE U Kopose. [IoToM aeByIika BepHY-
Jlach K TpyMy. YAUBUTEILHO, HO OHA HE IJIaKaJIa.

Benpa cena Bo3Jjie MpUEMHOIO OTLA, CJIOKUB PYyKU Ha KoJle-
HSIX.

Kak 3aBopoxkeHHasi, OHa BIVISIABIBAJIACH B 4yxoe Jiio. Ee
npeucnoiHuio oderdyenue. To, yTo oHa BUeNa, HE UMENIO HU-
4ero 0oOIIIero ¢ XpaHuTesaeM, KOTOPOro oHa 3Haua. JIeByIika riy-
60Ko B3110XHY/1a. Ero yxe Her, gymana oHa. 9T1o ObUT HE OH.

Omna HakpbUIa TPYII JEpIOror M BHIILIA, 3aKPbIBast 32 COOOM
nsepu. B 3ToT pa3 Ha mekonay. Ilotom 1o pacceera cuaena 3a
CTOJIOM, NKJIa Mel U gyMasna. OHa He MoIJia MOHSATh, YTO CTaJI0
¢ xpanutesnem. [louemy Ha oMot eit npuiien Bosik? Y kak oH
3a0WJI XPaHUTEITIO B TOJIOBY CepeOpsIHBI TBO3Mb?

% %k %k

— Paccaer.

B u36e TuHHE IIaKaIbIIUIIBI B3IOXHYJIN C 00JIerYeHUEM.

— Jlonrast 6bLIa HOYb, — Ky3HEIl BCTAJ C TIEHbKA M PaCIIPaBHII
CBOM OOJIbIIIME IICYH.

— Ho xoportmio, 4to 3akoHUMIACk, — 700aBmII ero Opatr CTosH.



— Jla, Bce MEpTBbIE HA CBOMX MECTaX, — 3aCMesiICs Ky3Hell, HO
TuHHE omapwI1 ero yOMACTBEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM U YK€ XOTEJT YTO-TO
IPOPBIYATH B OTBET, KOTJ]a OHU YCIIBIIIAIM CTYK B IBEPU KOPUMBI,
YTO HAXOAUJIACH MO coceAcTBY. OHU BBIILUTN U3 U30bI U B CEPOM
CBETE HAUMHAIOIIErocs IHs yBuaeau Benny, cryyaniyio B ABepu
JOMa.

Bckope Bce skutenu coOpaiuch BO 1BOpe AoMa 3Haxapsi, U jie-
BYIIIKA TOBEJIA UX NPAMMKOM K xJieBy. OHa CHOKOMHO 3alllia,
JKECTOM TMOKa3aja Ha Ky4dy, IPUKPBITYIO JEPIOroi, U3-M0f KOTO-
POii TOpYaJM TOJBKO HOTH. SIPT mprices 1 OOHAXWUII TOJIOBY YOu-
Toro. Bce, kpome BeHibl, HEPOU3BOJIILHO CKPUBUIIKCH.

— Pagu Dnnenunane! Yto ero tak ycrnokouno? — cripocust Tun-
He ¢1a0bIM TOJIOCOM.

— He 3Haem», Benga? — Ky3Hel rojoBov nokasaja Ha Topya-
MU U3 J10a XpaHUTeNsl cepeOpsHBIN, UIMHON B IBE C TIOJIOBH-
HOW JIaJJOHU, TBO3/Ib.

JleByllika eiBa 3aMETHO B3 POTHYIA.

— 3Halo, — HEOXOTHO OTBeTWJIa OHA. Benna konebdanach JIUIIb
MTHOBEHHE, IOTOM pelnTebHO oTBeTHa: — 1. Ho oH yxe Obut
MeptBbIM. [Ipuinen mepresakoM. Cam He 3HaJI, TO JIM 3@ MOMO-
HIbIO, TO JIU YTOOBI MEHS CheCTh. [I0TOM KHMHYJICS Ha MeHsI, HO
y MEHs B pyKe yke ObUI TBO3/Ib U... OH CaM Hay4IHJI MEeHs 3ally-
IaThCA. ..

Ona 3aapoxana, a mup oOHsI ee 3a ruieun, yremast. OHa He
npotectoBaia. ['pycTHO cMoTpesia Ha Tpyl y CBOMX HOT.

SIpT HaKPBLT TENO IEPIOTON.



— 41 Bepio TeOe, geBouka. — OH MoKaval rojoBoi. — [ 1aBHoe,
9TOOBI BCE TIOBEPUJIH.

— A noyeMy OHM He MOBEPAT? — HEOXKUJAHHO BO3MYTHIICS
Tunne. — BusiHo ke, 4TO OH 0e3 OJHOI PYKH U IIpaMbl OT KOT-
Tel... IPU TAaKOM PacKJIaJie, TYT JIOJKHA OBITh JIy’kKa KPOBU.

SIpT MaIMHAIBHO OMJISIHYJICS B IOMCKAX CJIEOB, KOTOPBIX TYT
He ObLIO.

— Hy u pyka toxe. .. — cmytuics CtosiH. — OHa JomkHa ObITh
I7Ie-TO TYT, a ee HeT. Ho MOXHO ObUIO MEepPEeHeCcTH Tello, 3TO He
00513aTENIBHO AOJKHO OBUIO TIPOU30UTH TYT.

TuHHE (BIPKHYII.

— Ornsaauck, CTosiH. XJeB BBHIIJISIIUT, Kak MOOOUIIE, BUIHO
*e, 9T0 OOPOJTUCH TYT.

— Ha, — kuBHyn Ky3Hell. — Vinu Benga youna xpanurens, npu-
TalllWJIa CIOZ1a ¥ 111 BUOUMOCTH NIEPEBEPHYIIA BEAPA U KOCY.

TuHHE OTKPBLT POT, YTOOBI 3aITPOTECTOBATH, HO MepeyMall.

— JleBy1ika He OIHsLIa Obl TAKOTO MYKUUHY, KaK XpaHUTE]Ib,
— CKa3aJl OH Yepe3 MUHYTY, HO HE TaK YBEPEHHO.

— Kro-TO MOT ey nomoub, npaBaa? — Ky3Hell oXkaJl IJIeYaMHu.

— Hy 3naete yto?! — Bo3myTuics mup, ax Apoxa ot 3J10CTH.

Benpga ycnokausarolie rnoxJjornaJa ero 1o pyke. Oxa oxujana
3T0r0. KoMy-T0 3T0 JOMIKHO OBLIO MIPUATH B TOJIOBY.

OHa noKuBaJIa roJIOBOM, 3aCTaBIsist ceOsl yIBIOHY ThCS.

— IloHumaro, — oTBeTUIIa CIIOKOMHO. — 3HAl0, Ha YTO 3TO MO-
xoke. Ho mpaBzia B Tom, 4TO 51 He yOUBasa XpaHUTEJIsI.

— MB&I 3HaeM, — ITOCTIEIIHO 3aBepui ee ApT.



— Jlng MeHs1 ipaBJa OYEBU/IHA, — JIOSIIBHO 3as1BWJI TUHHE. —
Bbuo Tak, kak ropoput Benma. Bee, uTo MBI TYT BUIUM, YOeK-
JlaeT MEHsI B 9TOM.

—Hy na, — B310xHys1 Kopumaps. — JlokazaTesibCTB JOCTATOUHO.
Tem Oornee, To, uTo yOuI0 BuHHe, Bce ere OpoauT Tam.

— Jlemmi. . .

— Oren? — TunHe nouckas ra3amu. — Mo oter| Toxe TyT?

— Kakoir nenmii? — ynuswics SIpt, Ha 4TO MOJHSIICS POIMOT
cpenu Tex, KTO CTOPOKUJI 3TOM HOUbIO ymepiiero, a TuHHe 3a-
MaxaJl pyKamu, Kak MeJIbHUIIA.

— Pagu Dnienunane, naxe He Noaryckai ero!

SApT OTKPBUT POT, HO IOTOM 3aKPbLI, HUYErO HE CKa3aB, U IO-
BEPHYJICS Ha LIyM B XJIEBY.

— Hy Tak kak?

Kak-To MammmHaabpHO Bce TOCMOTPEIU Ha Ky3Hena. ToT KMuHy
CTPAHHBIN B3IJIsA/] Ha JIEBYIIIKY.

— JlagHo, 51 Bepio, — ¢ HEOXOTOM IpousHec OoH. — Ho Mbl He
MIOXOPOHMM €ro B Kyprane. 3akonaite ero Ha Knanoume [Ipo-
KJISITBIX. DTO MPABUIBHO.

3Haxapka BsUIO KMBHYJIA.

— IloiipemMte ckakeMm JIIOAsIM, — B3I0XHYJ SIpT.

Benpa Bbinuia u3 xsieBa nocienser. Ha nepBbii B3Ms1 TBEP-
Jas U paccynuTesIbHasi, BHYTPU — cjiabast OT TOpst M YCTaJIOCTH.
Koraa MyXuuHbl HampaBUJIUCh K JiepeBHE, TWHHE MOJIOKWI el
PYKY Ha IUIEYO C BUJIOM YEJIOBEKAa, KOTOPBI PEIKO MO3BOJISIET
cebe Takyio (haMITbSIPHOCTb.



— 41 3Hat0, UTO THI cefYac YyBCTBYEIllb, IEBOUKA, — CKa3al OH
THUXO0. — 3HaI0.

[Torom OH HampaBwWJICA 3a OCTaJIbHBIMU, a BeHga octanack BO
nBope onHa. KopoBa 3amblyaina, cepauTasi, YT0 HUKTO U3 JIofien
HE KUHYJI el CeHa.

«Huuero Thl He 3HaellIb, — MOAyMaJia AEBYIIIKA, C TPYCTHIO IJIsl-
11 Ha yxonsiux. — TBOW ChIH He BCTal U3 MepTBbIX. He pasro-
BapuBaJ ¢ TOOOW. M MOXOpPOHAT ero cpeAr CBOMX, a HEe Cpelu
MIPOKJISATBIX>.

Kak uynosuie.

B TOoT nmeHb B nonuHe ObUTO J1BOe MOXOpoH. OOHM Ha Jiepe-
BEHCKOM KJIAIOMIIIE, IJIe CIIOKUIA KOCTEP M OCTAHKU CTaJIH TIeTl-
siom. [Tpax mOXOPOHWIIU B MEJTKOW MOTHJIE C TIOOMMBIM HOKUKOM
Bunne, x0aHOM Mea M KaJlauoM, YTOObI OH CMOT OTTpPare3HH-
4yaTh B HOBOM MHUPE ¥ UMEJ YTO-TO JJOPOToe CEepILy.

CrpaHHbIe OBUTH TU TTOXOPOHBI. M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS XpaHUTE-
JI51 TIEPEeMOHUI0 TTpoBoAW TUHHE, IPOCs MoA3eMHbBIX OoroB, Be-
Jileca, BEJIMKUX 3MeW U IEMOHOB O MMJIOCTU JIJISI CBOETO ChIHA.
3achlnaHue 3emiierd COMPOBOXJANIOCh IIAYEM KEHIIIMH U MOJI-
yaHueM MyxuuH. Kaxmas ceMbst TprHOCHIIA KAaKOW-HUOYAb Jap
IUIsl yOUTOTO, a TIOCJIe BO3BEIEHUSI HEOOJIBIIIOTO KypraHa Haj yp-
HOW C MPaxoM BCe JEJIWINACh CKPOMHOU enou. B koHue TunHe
B3$U1 JIMHSIHBIN KyOOK, U3 KOTOPOTO CUMBOJIMYECKH MUJT AYX €r0



ChIHA, BBUIWJI TIMBO Ha KypraH, a caM KyOOK pa3Owi, OCTaBIsis
Yeperky Ha MOTHIIE.

— Bosnebiiie yxe Ha 3TOM cBeTe TeOe He MUTh, CHIHOK, — MPO-
IIETTaJl OH.

Martb napHsi, 4TO CTOsUIA PSAZIOM, HaYasia PbiaTh, U OH MPHKA
ee Kk cebe. [TocMoTpen Ha TOPCTKY JIOfIed, KOTOpble MeIJIEHHO
PacXOIMIIUCH TT0 JOMaM, OCTaBJIsIsl poauTeNei Ha kiaaoure. Kak
BCET/Ia B TAKUX CUTYAIIUsIX, IPUIILIY TIOUTH BCE KUTEIIH ISPEBHHU.
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