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Oabsra KoporaeBa
Crasn

I'maBa 1

EnBa BuauMast TpOMMHKA TOHY/Ia B YEPHbIX MpoBajax JepeBbeB HOUHOIO Jieca. KycThl quKoit
MaJIMHBI OOJIBHO OMiM OnecTslre OT NmoTa O0Ka THEAOTro kepedlia, U 3TO MOAXJIECTHIBAIO €ro He
MEeHbIIIe, YeM OecIIoIaiHbIe MIMOophl Hae3AHMKa. Kont xpurien, 3akycuB yauia, ¥ CTPUT TEMHBIMH,
Kak cMoJib, yiiamu. Jlec, u 6e3 Toro MpayHslii, OKyThIBasIa aTMOcepa, Kakasi ObIBaeT Ha CKOTOOOIHE
— JIOIIA/IM HE 3HAIOT, YTO MPOM30MET, HO 3alax CMEpPTU BUTAET B BO3AYXE, U )KUBOTHBIE LIKYPOM
OLIYILIAIOT ONACHOCTh. Tak M 37eCh: KOJIIOYME pacTeHUs, OCTABJIAIOIINE KPOBABbIE LIAPAITUHEI, [TTyXHe
HEBHSATHBIE 3BYKH, /1a €I1e ¥ KUCIIbII 3ar1aX BOJIKOB, TPOMUTHIBAIOLINN KAk IbIi KYCTHUK, KQXAYyI0 Tpa-
BUHKY. OX, He HpaBWJIOCh eMy 3TO myTelecTBue. M ecnm Obl Hae3qHUK ObUT apyrou, Konr obs3a-
TEJILHO cOpOCHIT OBI ero ¢ cedst 1 ymuasics Mpoub. Ho jkecTOKOCTh X03s1MHa M aOCOMIOTHOE €ro paBHO-
AyILIMe K Ybeil Obl TO HU OBUIO )KU3HU YCMUPSUIN U OoJiee CTPONTUBBIX cylecTB. Kot ot Beelt aymm
HEeHaBM/JeJ1 BcaIHUKa U Oe3MepHO Oosiyics ero.

Bnepen! Onste 310T ynpsiMblil xkepeder] HOPOBUT CBEPHYTh C IyTH. XOJIKA €ro MoAparuBaeT
— 4yeT BOJIKOB, Iaj... Ho emy, Anomopy, kak pa3 Obuio HeoOxoauMo rnonacts B Bomuuii nec. Emy
HYKHO OBLJIO B JIOTOBO, B CaMblil IEHTP, Ja0bl TUIaH OCYLIECTBUIICS HABEPHSKA. YOMOIOK HE TPOCTO
00s13aH yMepeTb, ero J0JKHBI Pa30pBaTh HAa YaCTH, IPHYMHUB KaK MOKHO Oosbine 6oi. U Tak xas,
yro CopuaHy He CYXAEHO 3TOr0 yBUJETh. ITO ObLJI0 Obl caMOH ci1aKoi MecThio. Ho rianbl Anogiiopa
He JOICKaJIM CTOJIb MMKAHTHOIO HACAaXIeHUA. YTO K, paly LU MOKHO MOCTYIUTHCS MaJbIM. A
3aTeM 0OpecTH ropasao OOJIbIIIE.

HeoxunnanHo xepedert BRICKOYMIT Ha IIPOCTOPHYIO KPYTJIYIO TMOJISHY, OKPYKEHHYIO CO BCEX CTO-
POH HenpoxoauMou varteil. BcaqHuk pesko HaTsHy: yauia. Konr, omyTiB pe3kyo 00J1b, 3arapreBal
Ha Mecte. B MepraromiemM cBete JiyHbl AJOAJIOP pasrisfjaes TOYHO MOCepeIMHe IUPOKHUNA MIOCKUI
KaMeHb, TOKPHITHIN UCIIAPUHOM 3eMJIM, OT KOTOPOH TOT TAMHCTBEHHO OJIeCTeN U Ka3ajcs YepHee, YeM
cam Jiec.

7KecTko ycMeXHYBILUCh, OH CITYCTHJICS Ha 3€MJTIO, KPENKO Jepika yauia. ITa CTPONTHBAs CKO-
THHA MTHOBEHHO YJIepeT, KaK TOJIbKO OLITYTUT XOTh HAMEK Ha cBoOOmy. [laxke cam OH OIIyIIas BOITYUIA
AyX, UCXOISALIMIA OT 9TOro Mecta. To, 4To HykHO. VI *UMIpOBHU3MpPOBaHHbII anTaps UMeeTcs. Bot oHa,
Mosi skepTBa Tede, Bonn!, 3a ricnosHeHne MeUTh O KU3HH, TIOJTHOM paJoCTH, Pa3BICUCHUH 1 JTIOOBH.

My:>X4rHa OTKMHYJI TSDKEJIbIA OT CHIPOCTH ILIAIN M aKKYpaTHO JIEBOM PYKO# BbIHYJI M3-32 Ma3yXH
MaJIeHbKUI CBEPTOK. YIMBHUTEIBHO, HO peOeHOK crail. [axe OuKas ckauka 1Mo MpavyHOM damode
He HapylIUja MOKOW MajlleHbKOro cyectBa. Ha GnelHOM TOUeHOM Jivlie MYKUMHBI 3aXOIMIN KeJl-
Baku. Her, oH He comHeBasics. [IpocTo Tak BeJIMKO ObLIO KeJlaHWe CaMOMY OTOPBaTh 3TY MAJIEHbKYIO
rosioBKy. Ho OH 1011keH OBITh YHCT, TOCKOJIBKY B pasrap Kakoi-HUOY/b IbsTHKH 3aIIPOCTO MOT TTIOXBa-
CTaThCsl TEM, YTO COOCTBEHHOPYYHO OTBEPHYJI TOJIOBY yOmoAKy. M myTh K J100BH ObUT OBl 3aKPBIT
HAaBEYHO. DTOro AJIOAJIOp HE MOT' AOMYCTUTb.

CIutioHYB B CTOPOHY, OH JIEpPHYJ KOHS 3a y3[Lbl U, CTapasCh NepelaruBaTh BBICOKYIO, YKe
MOKPYIO OT PaHHEI POCHI TPaBy, HAIIPABKJICS K YepHOMY KaMHI0. CKOPO pacCBETET, HY)KHO CIIELINTb.

! Bomy — 6or sxku3HM, GorarcTBa, UCIIOJHEHMSI JKeJlaHUi. UToObI CHUCKATh GJ1aroCKJIOHHOCTB OOra, JTI0/IU IPUHOCKHIIN eMY KPOBaBYIO
XKepTBY.
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— Ilpocth, TBapb, — XMBIKHYJI MY’)KYMHA, AKKYPaTHO BOAPYXkasi CBEPTOK Ha MOKPBI KAMEHb. —
[Mpomanue OyneT CKOpbIM, MHE €I11e HaJI0 3aKOHUHTh JieJia C TBOUM TarovKoi !

Eme pa3 crunoHyB, OH BCKOUMJI B CEJIO M BOH3WJI IITNOPHI B ¥ TaK M3paHeHHble Ooka Koora.
KepeOerr 3apkat, BCTaI Ha ABIOBI U, Uys OJIM3KYIO OMACHOCTb, N30 BCEX CBOMX OCTABIIMXCS CHJT MET-
HYJICSl B CTOPOHY AOMa.

Eme nomyaca 6erieHoit ckauku. [Toxoxe, KOHb POAEPKUTCS HEAOITO, HO AJIOIIOP He AN
ero, 6e3 KOHIIa BcaxxuBasi mmopbl. Huuero, ckopo y Hero Oyner TaOyH TaKMX KpacaBLIEB, U Kaxk bl
JeHb OH OyIeT pelarh, KOro U3 HUX OCYACTIIMBUTH YECThIO OBITh MO €r0 CEJIOM.

Kak myxumHa m oxungai, xkepedell oueHb CKOpo pyxHYJ Hazemb. CTpax u OellieHasi CKayka
cresany cBoe Jiesio. COpeIrHYB B MOCIEAHUNA MOMEHT Tiepell TeM, KaK Tyllla KOHSI KOCHETCs 3eMIIY,
AJoAIOp JIOBKO MPU3EMJIHIICS U OBICTPO OTKATUIICS B CTOPOHY. BCTaB M OTPSIXHYBIIKICH, OH YBHUIET,
YTO HAXOOUTCS Kak pa3 Ha Oepery Opu. Toil MaJieHbKOW pedyliKy, YTO MPOTEKAET OKOJIO 3aMKa €ro
Opara. A 3HAUUT TalHBIA XOJ B KPEMOCTHOUM CTeHe, IJie OH YCJIOBUJICS O BCTPEeUe C BEPHBIMU €My
JIOBMM, TAE-TO HeAasleKo. BcagHMK KecTKo ycMexHyJcs. 3ameuaresbHO, CKOTUHA MpoAepKalach
BIIOJIHE JIOCTATOYHO. A Jajibllie MOKHO M 0€3 KOHSI. ..

Konr xpunen, rpyap ero B3apiManack peiBKamu. Hago Obl MPUKOHYHTH €10, YT00 He MYyUHICs,
HO AJIOIIOp HE MOT TIOTEPATh HU CeKyHbL. [1aH ObUT MpOCYMTaH 10 MEJIOYel, U KOHIO MPUIETCS
CIOXHYTb CaMOMYy, Oe3 TIOMOIIN XO35MHa.

My>K4rHa OTCTErHyJ1 ke HaCKBO3b POMOKINUH Tutail. ToT BogonagoM oOpyIIMIICs Ha 3eMITIO
PAIOM C YMUPAIOILIMM KMBOTHBIM. Y CTEHBI 3aMKa KajloCh HECKOJIBKO TEMHBIX (pUryp, U Ajomiop
OBICTPBIM IIIArOM HATIPABUJICS K HUM.

— Bbl BBIOJIHWIM TIPUKA3? — CTPOTO CIIPOCUII OH HEBBICOKOT'O, 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C HUM, KOpEHa-
CTOrO uesioBeKa B (hOpMEHHOM OeKAe.

— Ja, Mmunops, — mogod0CcTPacTHO OTBETHIT TOT, CruOasich B TIOKJIOHE. — UTO ¢ Hell aesath?

— Bpockte B peky, — otmaxHyscs Anomiiop. — VI HeMeieHHO NpUCTynainTe KO BTOPOH 4acTu
IU1aHa.

BowuH cypoBO KHMBHYI U MOAaj 3HaK CIyTHUKaM. HecKolbKo 4eroBeK OpOCHIIMCh B YEPHYIO
1iesb Npoxoaa. A JBO€ OCTABLIMXCS MOAHSUIM C 3€MJIM CBSI3aHHYIO 110 PyKaM M HOTaM KEHILUHY C
MeIKoM Ha rojioBe. OHa MblYaja, NbITasCh KpUYaTh, U OTYASTHHO CONpPOTHUBIsIack. He obOparmas
BHUMaHUS Ha €€ MOIbITKY, 3arOBOPIIMKY BTAILWIIY KEHIIIMHY HA MOCT ¥ CIMXHYJIM B TEMHOTY BOJBbI.
OsxuaeMblii AJIOITIOPOM BCIIECK ObLT MEPEKPHIT CTPALTHBIM B3PHIBOM T10 Ty CTOPOHY KPETOCTHOU
crerbl. OH MaxHyJl pyKOil BOMHY U JIBYM €TO IMOJYUHEHHBIM, T ObICTPO UCUYE3ITH BCIIE 38 COI3HU-
Kamu. Yepe3 MUHYTY TEMHBIN MPOXOJ MCYE3, CIOBHO €ro TYT HUKOTJa M He ObLIO, a KperKasl 1mep-
I11aBasi CTeHa Bceria Oblla MOHOJIMTHA M HETIPHUCTYITHA.

B HacTynuBie# THIIMHE MOCHBIIIAICS CTOH CO CTOPOHBI MocTa. JKeHIIMHa ¢ MEIIKOM Ha
rOJIOBE UCITyTaHHO CKaJlach B KOMOUEK, He 3Hasl, YIILIU JIA Te KECTOKUE JIIO/U, YTO U30WIN ee, HaJl-
pyrajauch 1 Opociii ymMupath. Bapyr To, 4To eil MoBe3JIo 3alenUThCsl OCTaTKaMU KOpCeTa 3a KJIUH,
TOpYAMi U3 OAJKH, TONIEPKUBAIOIIEH MOCT — JIMIIb aroHus, HeOonbInas orcpouka cmeptu? Ho
Bce ObUI0 THXO. JKeHIMHa ocMenesna 1, crapasich He oOpaliarh BHUMaHHS Ha MY/ IbCHPYIOIITYIO OOJIBIO
KPOBOTOYAIIYIO LIAPANIMHY B OOKY, OCTaBJICHHYIO OCTPBIM KOJIOM, TOIBITANIACh N30aBUTHCS OT MYT.
UyTb He Tepsisi CO3HaHME, OHA Colpalla C KUCTeW BEPEBKY, HE BU/ISl HEIIMPOKUE MOJIOCKU KOXKHU Ha
BOJIOKHAX, KOTOPBIMHM 3arljiaTujia 3a cBoOony. He 3Has1, HACKOIBKO BBICOKO BUCHT M Kak JOJTO MpPO-
OEpKUTCS KOPCEeT, CkKajlach OT ykaca. B3aporHys, mocremiHo omynana y3ea Ha mee. Bo3amoxHo,
BpPEMEHU COBCEM MAJIO.

ToporMBo copBaB MEIIOK C TOJIOBBI, HCIyraHHO ornszaenack. Ha Gepery, xBanga Ooram, He
ObU10 HUKOT0. HO 32 KperocTHOM CTeHOH pa3/aBaiich KyTKUE KPUKU U HEMIOHSTHBIH IIyM, a B HeOe
PacIBETAJIO 3apeBO MOkKapa, CMEIIMBASCh C YTPEHHUM MPOCBeT/IeHneM Ha HeOe. CepIeuko sKeHIIMHbI
3acTyvaio ere ObICTpee, XOTs CeKYHIy Ha3aj Ka3ajoch, YTO OHO U TaK CKOPO BHITPHITHET U3 TPY/IU.
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Jlomast HOrTH, OHa MocTapaach OBICTPO paciyTaTh HOrM. TKaHb pa30pPBaHHOTO KOpPCETa CaBa-
JIach KJIMHY PhIBKAMH, U KaXJJ0e MTHOBEHHUE rpo3uiia OpocuTh ee B my4unHy. Bonsl Ynisa He Gosiiach,
MIOCKOJIBKY XOpOIIO T1aBaja ¢ aercTBa. Ho kymatbesi B OpH o CryTaHHBIMHM HOramMu ObLITO KpaiHe
CTereHbI0 Oe3pacCy/ICTBa. .. XOTs IUIAaBaTh B 3TOM MaJICHbKOH, HO OTMACHOW peuyllke, C IepeMeHYH-
BBIM JTHOM, OBICTPBIM TEUSHHEM U OCTPHIMH BaJIyHAMH OBLJIO Beera 0e3paccy/IcCTBOM: uTo Oe3 MyT,
YTO B IyTax. Bripouem, rocsie TONMbKO YTO MEPEKUTOro yxkaca BOAa ee MOYTH He Myraja.

TkaHp yrpoxaiole 3arperiaia, KJIMH MPOJOoJIKaI MPONapbiBaTh HEKHYIO KOKY KEHITMHBI. Ta
00erMH pyKamH CKajla poT, CUJISICh CAEPXKaTbCsl M He 3aKkpuyarh oT Oonmu. Eif ocTaBanock TONBKO
JKaaThb KOHIIa MeIIH@HHOﬁ MBITKU: KOI'ld TKAHb OKOHYATEJIbHO CHACTCA, Y KJIMH OTITYCTUT €€ U3MYUYCH-
HOE€ TEJIO B JIEAAHBIC BOIAbBI OpI/I N xe PUCKHYTH U MOIMBITATHCA BbUIC3TH HA moct? bosace ynacrb,
Ynnsa OCTOPOKXHO pacKadajJacCb U IOIbITAIaCh YXBATUTHCA 3a KJIUH — TOT IOCTOAHHO BBICKAKHMBAJI
u3 pyk. [lepuonuyecku Tepsisi CO3HaHUE OT OOJIM U CTpaxa, OHa MpoOoBajia CHOBAa U CHOBA. U BOT,
Korja o4ty yaajoCb U3BEPHYTHCA, O6XBaTI/IB NnajibHaMu KOJIIOUYYIO JEPEBAIIKY, 3aBA3KN KOpCaka HE
BbiIepkanu. CKIIM3Kasi JepeBsIIKa OMSATh BHICKOJIb3HYIIA.

Peka ¢ yrpoOHBIM 3BYKOM MOMJIOTHJIA OKPOBABJIEHHOE Teslo, HO YuiiBa MOCHENIHO U30THYIach
Y Ccpa3y BBIHBIPHYJIA Ha MOBEPXHOCTh. OHA 3HAJIA: CTOUT TOJIBKO MOIIAThCS peKe, M Ta MOTAIUT BHU3
M0 OCTPBIM T'PaHAM KaMHeH, 00e3ABMXKHUT JISASHBIM XOJIOIOM KOHEUHOCTH. M 3a mapy MHHYT Bce
Oynet KoHueHo. JKeHIHa SHepruvHo, CoOpaB MOCJEIHME CUJTBL, TIOTUIbLIA K Oepery, O1aro peuyIika
y3eHbKast. [lapa MeTpoB ¥ OHa y:ke HeIuisieTcs 3a TMOKKE KyCThl PHOPEKHOTO KYCTAPHUKA, CTAPasiCh
IMOCKOPEC BBITAIIUTL U3 BOAbI KOYCHCIOIINE HOI'A.

OxkazaBImch Ha MOKPOU OT pockl TpaBe, UniBa ynana 6e3 cuii. Ho croxBaTHBIIMCH, BHOBb
BCKOYMJIA: HaJI0 OcMOTpeTh paHy! Tsokesbie OT BO/bl I0OKM HENMPUSTHO JIMIUIH K 3aMep3IIeMy Tey.
JKankue ocraTku Kopcaxka 0OHaXalIu TOPC MOYTH JI0 Nosica. B3gpornys, oHa mocrapanach OTOrHATh
CTpaIlIHble BOCIOMHMHAHMsI, CHOBA 1 CHOBA MeJIbKaBIIIKE TIepe]] INIa3aMU: MEIIOK Ha rOJIoBe, MYKCKHe
pyku Ha Tene... Celiyac BaXKHO BBDKUTH M MOMBITAThCS CMIACTH CAMOE JOPOTOe B JKM3HU CYIIECTBO.
Ecnu koHeuHo emie He no3aHo. OT 9TOro MogoHKa AJIOIopa BCEro MOKHO OKHIIATh.

CopBaB OCTaTKM KOpcaxka, *KeHIMHA MocTapasiach oulynarh paHy Ha cruae. Comporasich OT
6oy ¥ cTpaxa, OIIyTHJIA IO JIEBOH JIONIATKOW PBaHBIN MOpe3, e/iBa He AOXOASsIui 1o nosica. Ho
TYT e ¢ oOeryeHreM B370XHYJIA. PaHa oka3aiach coBceM HerTyOOKOM, XOTh U HenpusATHON. CHSB
BCE HM)KHME 100K U TIOpBaB MX Ha INMPOKHE JIEHTHI, YniBa craparesibHO 0OMOTaIa TOpC, clelaB
cpasy /Ba jiesia: U paHy MepeBs3alia, U Tpyab MPUKpPbLIA. XO0J0/ BOABI COCTYKHII XOPOIIYIO CITyXOY,
JKCHIIWHA MMOYTHU HE Oollyliaia 6OJII/I, JIMIIb HEIPHUATHOC IMMOKAJILIBAHHUEC.

Yunsa ¢ TpynoM BcTama. B ogHol BepxHeil 100ke, 6e3 Kopcaxa, ¢ TOJbIMU IJIe9aMH 1 5KHUBO-
TOM, OHA MTOYYBCTBOBaIa ceOst maimeit sxeHuaoun. Ho ceityac He 10 mpuimmauii. Yo ke MUTIOpA MOT
caenath ¢ pedeHkoM? YOUTh WM CKeub MOT Obl M HE ye3Kasi, 3HaUMT Bce ropasio cnoxnee. Enqun-
CTBEHHOE, YTO OHa CIIBIIIANA, KOTAa HaJIeNIM Ha TOJIOBY MEIIOK, 9TO KaK 3aXBaTYMKKM TOBOPHJIM TPO
Bomuwmii nec. Tyna 1oOpoBOJIbHO HE CyHYICS Obl HM OIVH 3[IPAaBOMBICIISIIAN YEJIOBEK, HO MIJIOPA
HUKOI/Ia He OT/IMYasIcs 31paBbiM yMoM. Ho naske Anomjiop memkoM B Jiec HH 3a 4TO Obl HE MOIIe.
Ho kxyna on nen kous? Youn?

UYusa 3ayMunBO Opesna BAOJb PEKH, CTapasch He 0OpaiiaTh BHUMAHUS HA 3apeBO MOXKapa.
UYro Obl HE MPOUCXOOWIO B 3aMKE, CaMOe CTPAITHOE ISl MOJIOAOH KEHIMHBI YK€ TMPUKITIOUHIOCH
31ech, Ha Oepery Opu.

Buezamnno CIIOTKHYBIIKWCBb, OHA yIiaJla U UCITYTAHHO IPHUKAJIACh K 3€MJIC, YTKHYBIIWCH JIMIIOM
B CBIPYIO TKaHb. [11a ucTouan TepnKui 3amax My KCKOro moTa. 3acKyJIHB OT yKaca, JKeHIIMHA TIPH-
roroBwiack K cMeptd. Ho Tyt yenbimana panoe apixanue. JKepeber; Anomnopa! Eie kuBoit, HO
B OYEHb IJIOXOM COCTOSTHUM. YniBa orsiaenach M, yOeAUBIIUCh B TOM, YTO MWJIOPAA PSIOM HeET,
TOPOILJIMBO OCMOTpeJIa KOHs, TOCKOJIBKY 3HaJa, YTo Jenars. Ee oTell BCo KU3Hb MPOCITYKII Y X0351-
vHa Ha KoHmIHe. O6TepeB 60ka Komra chipoii TpaBoM, KEeHIIMHA MPUKPBUIA €r0 MOKPHIM TUIAIOM
MUJIOp/A.
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— Tonbko BEIKMBH. YMOJISIO TeOsl, MUJIBIN, — IIENTaa OHa, MOMIAXHUBast MOIIHYIO e Konra.

%k % %

Anoaiop u3sIIHO B30esKal Mo CHIPOH OT pOCH KAMEHHOM JieceHKe. BHU3Y ocTasicst Kaath cypo-
BBl BOMH. Ero BepHbIil MOMOITHUK pa3/iaBall HOMYMHEHHBIM KOPOTKHE, TOYHO JIai COOaKH, KOMaH bl
«CesIThb TIAaHKKY, K KOJIOIIaM He TyCKaTb. ..».

Anoasniop IeHMBO ocMOTpeJics Ha riommaake. [lnpokas, momyKkpyrom, ¢ IpuCcTyKaMu ajist 000-
POHBI ¥ OKpYKEHHasl CKJIIM3KMMH OT MOCTOSTHHOW BJIarv 3yOI[aMu KPETOCTHOM CTEHBI, TOJIBKO CIOAa
MOIJIa BBIUTU JOOBIYA. YK €ro Joau 00 3ToM no3adbotunuck. OCTaloch 3anacTUCh TEPIIeHUEM |
HEMHOT'O TO/IOKIATh.

Buusy napuna nanuka. [TogHATbIE ¢ IOCTENH MOCPEAN HOUM CTPAIIIHBIM COOBITUEM, TOTyO/Ie-
ThI€ JIIOIM METAJIMCh IO BceMy JBopy. Ho moOble MONbITKY OObEIUHUTD YCHUIIHS U TIOTYIIUTD TTOXKap,
TYT K€ JIOBKO TMPEPHIBAIIMCH OBICTPHIMU TEMHBIMU TEHSMU. AJIOAJIOP € )KECTKOW YCMEIIKOM HaOmoaa
3a CyeToM, HO cepAiie ero He ObLI0 coKoMHO. CIIMIIKOM J0T0 AuTes oxuaanue. OH HUKoraa cede
HE MPOCTUT, €CJIM MOCTPaJaeT IiaBHOe COKpoBHIle. To, uero Boxkesnesn Ooblie BIacTu. XOTs Npu-
SITHBIU JIOMOJIHATEJILHBIN TTOAAPOK B BUJIE JIOMAHOM JIMHUM XaPIICKON KOPOHBI €r0 BIIOJIHE YCTpanuBaJl.
Bce wiu Huvero — 1eBu3 JypakoB. AJIOAJIOp MPeAroYnTal CBOM — Bce U cpazy!

BarHs1, oxBayeHHasi IJIaMeHeM, Tpelliajia u CTOHaJIa, Kak OTPOMHOE YHBLTIOE CTapoe Yy/IOBHIIIE.
MHorouuceHHbIe I71a3a KAMEHHOTO MOHCTPA TMOJIBIXaJTH PBAHBIMU KYCKaMH SIPKOW MaTepHH U BBIITYC-
KaJI1 HECMETHBIE CJIe3bl OTHEHHBIX OpbI3T. HEeHACHITHOMY OTHIO YK€ TIOJTHOCTBIO CAAIaCh OCTPOKOHEY-
Hasl MakOBKa, M TOT C JKaJHOCTBIO 3a0Mpasicsl Bce BhIlIe B HEOO, CTapasiCh 3aTMUTh CBOUM IIbLJIOM
HAYMHAIOIIUICS paccBeT. BenmuecTBeHHOE M yKaCHOE 3pESIHIIe 3aBOPAKHUBAIO. ..

CrnoxBaTHBIIMCh, MYKYMHA MTOCHIEIITHO Pa30pBaj Ha TPy MOKPYIO OfIEKAY B KJIOUbSI 1 U3Ma-
3aJ1 JIULIO 3apaHee MpurnaceHHou caxkeil. I BoBpeMsi. EquHcTBeHHas1 1Bepb, BeAyIas C MIOMIAIKU
B OallHIO, pacraxHy/Iach, BHITYCKasi KJIyObl YepHOTro AbiMa. V3 Hee, MoImaThBasch U OECIpecTaHHO
KalluIsis, TOYTH BBITAJ BHICOKHI XyIOM YesioBeK. Hekorna GesocHexHast 1 6oraTo ykpaiieHHast 30710~
THIM IIMTHEM W MYTOBUIIAMU M3 CAMOLIBETHBIX KaMHeW pyOaxa Oblia ycesiHa TEMHBIMH KJISIKCAMU
Teria ¥ 9y Th MepenBajiach B sS3bIKax ruiaMeHu. Ha Oprokax B paiioHe Oeqpa 3usiia OoJbIas JIblpa,
OTKpbIBasi B30py pBaHylo paHy. Couariasicss TeMHasi KpOBb UKHM Py4YbeM Haxomuia cede J0pory.
OHa TO CKpBIBaJIACh B CKJIAIKAX OAEXK[bI, TO BHIHBIPUBAJIA, U CTEKaJIa TI0 IUKOJIOTKE U OOCHIM CTYII-
HsIM Ha XOJIO[HbIe KaMHH. MyK4MHa ef[Ba AepxkaJcs Ha Horax. OH marHy/ Brepe[, Ho He yaepsKascs
Y PYXHYJ Ha KosieHU. [Ipr 9TOM OH BCSIUECKH cTapajicst yoepedb AparoleHHyIo HOIY.

KpacuBas u oueHp OreiHast TEMHOBOJIOCAs JKEHIIMHA C OTPOMHBIMHU IJIa3aMH I[BETAa HOYHOTO
HeOa MCIyraHHO HETUIsIach 3a IIel0 CBOETo CIIaCUTeTsl JUIMHHBIMU TOHKMMU NajibliaMu. borato ykpa-
IIIEHHOE TIIaThe IIBETa MHAUTO OONTAJIOCh HAa U3SIIIHOM TeJle SKEHIIMHBI, ObLIO SIBHO €l BEJIMKO U He
CTIA/IaJI0 TOJIBKO Onarofapsi 3aTeiIMBOMY 30I0TOMY TOSICKY, YTO OOXBATBHIBAJI CTPOMHBIN CTaH MO/
TpyIbIO.

— Jluts. .. — GecnipecTaHHO MOBTOpPsiIa OHA. — [ ie Moe muTs?

AJoAsIop MOCHENIHO METHYJICS K TTapouke, OepeXHO MepeHrMast KEeJIaHHYI0 HOIIY Y CBOETO
Opara. Tot, eqBa OTKAILIMBASCH, IOMBITAICS BCTATh C KOJIEH.

— Auop, — ycnbliaB oOpatiieHre, MUJIOpA 4y Th CKpuBmiIcs. EMy HUKOrIa He HpaBHJIOCh COKpa-
meHHoe uMms, — Trl 3Haemb, yto nporcxoauT? [lnams ciumkoM ObicTpo oxBartwiio OamHi! D10
ssBHBI Tofkor! ['me crpaka, Kyma Bce mopeBayiuch? S ¢ TpynoMm Haien BBIXOM, YTOObI BBIHECTH
Muren. Ona ermie oueHb ciada mocie poaoB. Pedenok! Uto ¢ pedbenkom? I'ne Yunsa?!

— luts, — cnabo mpolenTana Ha yX0 MIJIOpAY MOYTH Tepsoliasi co3HaHne MureH, — rae Moe
aTa?
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— 51 Buzen, kak YniiBa cpbIrHysia co CTEHbI M IoIaJa B PEKY, — IIIYXO U, CTapasich HE CMOTPETh
B MOJIHBIE CJIE3 TEMHBIE [VIa3a XapLIECChl, IPOrOBOPUIT AJIOLIOP. — S MbITAlCs CIIACTU HECYACTHYIO,
HO CaM €J1€ BBIIUIBLI.

Muren cnabo BCKpPUKHYJA U BIEMHUIACH AJTMHHBIMUA YXOKEHHBIMU HOT'TSIMU B OCTATKH OHEXK bl
Opara xapua. ToT, momaTeBasich OT YCTAJIOCTH, 3aMep U modeHen ere Ooblie. Aoniop, Hacaa-
JMBIIUCH TOPEM POAMTENIS], TPOJOIKIII, MPEIBAPUTENIBHO OTKAIUIABIIKCH. [0 jiereHsie oH TOIbKO
YTO BBIIIE U3 CAMOM XOJIOIHOM PEYKHU B OKPYTE.

— Ho peGenka nipu Heil He ObLIO.

— Copuan! — B yxace BCKpUKHYJa MUTreH U, BHIPBAaBIIUCH U3 O0BIATUI AJIOIIOpa, METHYJIACh
B CTOPOHY KJIyOOB JIbIMa, UICTOPTaeMbIX PACHaxHYTOH JBEPHIO.

Ho, enBa caenas mapy miaros, pacrepsiia KaJKU€ OCTaTKM CHJ U, NMOKAYHYBIINCh, PyXHYJa
Ha KaMHU. Bpatbst Opocrimch K 6€CUyBCTBEHHOM JKEHIIMHE OJHOBPEMEHHO, HO AJIOIIOp OKa3asics
obicTpee. OH OepekHO MOAHSIT C XOJIOAHOTO MoJa JIETKOe TeJIo MUreH U OrJIsiHyJICS Ha OallHIo, pH-
3pIBast Opara 0OpaTUTh BHUMaHKE Ha TO, YTO BJIACTh OTHSI CKOPO 3aBEPIINT CBOE XKAPKOE AEJO.

Itoro yxe 1 He noTpedoBanock. CopuaH OTKUHYI ¢ OJEIHOTO JIUIA CYNPYTrd TEMHbIE TTPSIIH
BOJIOC, YTOOBI TIOIIEIOBATh 3aKPBITHIE 7132, HO AJIOAJIOp He yAepkajics U OTCTymuiI Ha mar. OH He
JKeJa JaBath Opary 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTB. Terneph 3Ta JKeHIMHA TOJIbKO ero! CrioXBaTUBIINCh, OH TYT
e IarHyJ1 00paTHoO, MOCKOJIbKY HEe MOT JIOITYCTUTh CPbIBA IJIaHA ceifuac, KOraa BCe YKe IO K KOHITY.
Xapi1 He 0OpaTHJI Ha 3TOT MaHEeBP 0COOOTO BHUMAaHUS, PEIINB, YTO TOT MPOCTO Nokaunyscs. Copuan
Cepbe3HO MOCMOTpeJT Ha Opara:

— AJtop... obemaii MHe. ...

Tot uyTh He B3BBLT OT Boctopra. [Tonancs! lasaii, repoiicTByi, Tupusi OyaeT moOMHUTD TeOs,
IOOPOBOJILHO TIOMIEIIETr0 B OTOHb, YTOOBI YCTYNUTh €My, AJIOAJTIOpPY, BCE TO, YEro OH TaK JOJITO
BOXK/EJIE.

— Bce, 4To yronHo, — ¢ TpyOM BBIIOXHYJ AJIOAJIOP, CTapasiCh CKPbITh CBOE JINKOBAHUE.

— [NozaboTecs 0 Hel, — XapIl Ckal 0e3BOJIBHYIO PYKY KEHIIMHBI U TIPUJIBHYI rydamMu K 6eno-
CHEXKHOU KOXKe.

3aKkpbIB 171232, OH YTO-TO HECTIBIIIHO MpOIIenTai U, 00sCh NepeayMaTb, OPOCUIICS B YEPHBIH
npoeM JBepr. Uepes cekyHay XyaomaByio (purypy NOrJIOTHIIN JKaJHble KITyObl biMa. BariHst croHasna
U Tpelaia, Kak KMBOE CYIIECTBO OT OOJH, YTO MPUUYMHSIIO €l jKaJHOe IIaMsi CBOUM HEyTOIMMbIM
rosiofioM. KrHyB B31J1s1]] BHU3 Ha JIECTHUILLY, AJIO[UIOp YBU/IEN ABa paclpocTepThIX Tena. Mupr, nep-
BBIH JIOp] TIPH Xapiie, CMOTpeJ B He0O CTEKJISTHHBIMU IJIa3aMHU, OTKMHYB TOJIOBY M OTKPBIBasl B30pY
AJnoaniopa KpoBaByIo YJIBIOKY OT yXa [0 yXa. JIUIo BToporo ObUIO CIUIOIIHBIM MECBOM, PACKPOEHHOE
METKUM IonajaHueM KaMHs. Hepcr, Kak Bcerga MpayHblid, CTOSIT HA CTPaXke CHOKOMCTBUS CBOETO
rocrionuHa. HUKTO He MmpoiiaeT HaBepX paHblile, YeM 3aX0ueT HOBbIHA Xap1]! BepHbIi MOMOITHUK ObLT
rOTOB Ha BCe, YOMBATh BOMHOB, KEHIIWH, JETEH. .. JIUIIb Obl TOJIBKO HE 000PAYMBATHCS HA XO3SMHA.
Eme y cTeHsl OH CHOBa 3aMeTHII cepeOprUcToe MepliaHie BOKPYT TojIoBbl AJtofjiopa. JIpeBHue cyeBe-
pHs — 3TO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOIJIO HAIlyraTh CTApOro BOMHA.

[Nanuka ¥ KpUKM yKaca ycnaxjaand ciayx. Bee Oonbine u Gosnble Hapona CKaruIMBaJIoCh Ha
iomaay. Ho yxxe HUKTO He mbITasics TymMTh noxap. Jlioau 3aBopokeHHO CMOTpPEIN Ha OFPOMHBIN
(akes, 06BN IaBHYIO OaitHIO. M BOT CIIyYHIIOCh TO, YEero BCE CO CTPaxoM Oxuianu. Pasnancs
CTpAIIIHBII TPECK U OTPOMHBIN OTHEHHBIN KYTIOJI, KOTOPBIA HEKorna ObUT KpacuBEHIIel IepeBsIHHON
MaKOBKOW OalltHH, POBAUJICS BHYTPb, BHIOPACHIBAsl B CBETJICIONIEe HEOO CHOIIBI HCKP.

— Jla mpumyT TeOs1 60ru, OpaT, — yeMeXHYJICs AJIOIJIop.

OH, KaK HOBBII XapII JOJKeH ObLT OTaaTh pacriopsikeHus. Y mepBbiM ObUT cyXoii KMBOK Hepcry.
[Tycth yoepyT Tpynbl. Bee ciebl JOKHBI OBITH TIIATETBHO YHUYTOXKEHBI. A TIOTOM TY/a K€ UCUE3HYT
HAaeMHHKH, YK Ha Hepcra MOXHO ObUIO TONOKUTBCSA. HUKTO He y3HaeT o TOM, YTO Ha CaMOM Jiefie
MPOM30IILTI0. BUHOBHBIX OH HAJET U HaKakeT, U HEBAXXHO B ueM OHH OyayT BUHOBHBI. CJIOBO Xapiia
— 3aKOH.
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XBasia 60ram, ero HOBbI€ BJIAJICHUs TOYTH HE TIOCTPAAasd, TUIAH yAaJics Ha cliaBy. A OalrHIo
AJ01J1I0p OTCTPOMT IO CBOEMY BKYCY.

— CopwuaHn, — nipomienTana 6ecayBcTBeHHast MuUreH.

Anomop ckpusuics. Kak monro ona Oyger momauTth Opata? Hamo 3anmactich TeprieHrueM 1 OH
3aBOIOET JIIDOOBb CEBEPHOU KPacaBHIIBI.

— Tume, Tuie, — IPOIIENTAT HOBBIMA XapIl Ha YIIKO XEHIMHE, HEXKHO IeJTysl e BUCOK, — BCE
OyzeT XopolIo. . .

TeMHOTY Jieca UCKOpPKaMH pOCHI TPOHYJIa BECTHHUIIA PACCBETA, — TUILUHA, — JIMIIb AJIs1 TOTO,
YTOOBI YBA3HYTh B HEXKHOM MATKOCTU TyMaHa. Bckope 3arnesny, 3ammedeTany B BETBSIX MOT'YUHUX Jiepe-
BbEB MaJIeHbKHe cepble MTamKku. OHU MPU3bIBAIN MEPBBIE JIyYH COJHIIA O3aPHUTh 3Ty 3eMJII0, Pa3o-
THaTh pa3MbIThe TEHH, PUTAMBIIKECS B KycTax. Jlec oxuBaji, TOTOBACh K HOBOMY JIHIO, ITOJTHOMY
0e33a00THOM PaJJOCTH, KOTOPAs MPUCYINA BCEM €ro OOUTATEIISIM.

MarneHbK1i1 KOMOYEK Ha KaMHe OeCrOKONHO Bopouasicsi. OH xoTen ecTb. 1 eMy ObUIO XOJIOTHO.
Ho noka emie Tepriesn, Belpakasi HEAOBOJIBCTBO JIMIIb COTIEHUEM M THMXHMM TONUCKUBaHueM. JIiobo-
NbITHAS OeJTKa CIOpBITHYJIA ¢ AepeBa U OBICTPO Mog0ekasa K KAMHIO, BHITATHUBAsI BEPT/ISABYIO TOJIOBKY.
Ho Ha kameHb BCKOUMTDb He pelmiack. B crienyiommee MrHOBEHHE OHA YMPKHYJIA OCTPOKOHEYHBIMU
yIIKaM{ B CTOPOHY Jieca M METHYJIach OOpaTHO, B CIIACUTEIIbHYIO KPOHY POJHOTO JiepeBa.

Tuxuil mMopox, eaBa OTIMYUMBIN OT JIETKOTO BETepKa, MPOCHYBIIErocst 32 MUT 10 BOCXOJA,
BbIJIAJT Ube-TO MpHOMmKkeHne. O3apeHHbI MepBbIMU JTy4aMH COJIHIIA, Ha TONSIHY CTYMI BoJK. Ho
3a BOJIKA €r0 MOXHO OBLJIO TIPUHATH TOJBKO HA TIepBBIA B3MIsAA. CIMIIKOM BBICOKHIA, C W3JIUIIHE
JUJTAHHBIMHA KOHEYHOCTSIMU M HETIPOTIOPIIMOHAIILHBIM TEJIOM, OH CKOpee HAllOMHHAJI PUCYHOK, YeM
KUBOTO BOJIKA. V300paxeHne, COTBOPEHHOE YeIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIA BIEPBbIE YBHUIE XWIIHUKA U
OYeHb CHJIBHO Hcmyraicsi. B cyiecTBe Bce ObLIO MpeyBEIMYEHO. Y3KHe e CTPAHHBIX SIPKO-
CHHMX TJIa3 CBEPKaJIM KpacHbIM 3padykoM. Cezas mosoca yKpamiaia JJIMHHYIO0, MOIIHYIO YeTIOCTb.
3Bepb MOAEPruBajl HOCOM U TPHUITOAHUMAI BEPXHIO IryO0y B HEMOM pBIYaHHWHU, HE CKpPBIBAS Uy/I0-
BUIIHO-/UTMHHBIX U OCTPBIX KeNThIX 3yOoB. Cepasi mepcTh B3/IpIONIEeHa KJIOUbsIMH, B KOTOPBIX cepeo-
PUJIMCh HUTH TIEPBBIX JIyYUKOB PACCBETA.

3Bepb HEMHOTO TIOCTOsIT HAa T'PaHMIIE TOJSIHBI, OYATO COMHEBasCh, YTO JeJaTh Hasbiie. M3
MIPUOTKPHITON MIACTA HA MOKPYIO TPaBy MEPHO NaJaiy Karuii TAry4ei cioHbl. [1oToM Msrko mar-
HYJI K KaMHIO, OCTOPOXHO TPUTHYB TOJIOBY K 3emuie. [IUTs, CJIOBHO MOYYSIB PSJOM KHUBOE CYIIle-
CTBO, PEIIJIO BBICKa3aTh MUPY BCE, YTO HAKOMMJIOCH 32 YaChl HEMOJBHKHOTO MPEObIBAaHMS B MOKPBIX
TneJIeHKaxX Ha XOJIOHOM KamMHe. ['pOMKHii peB MpOKaTHJICA 110 Jiecy, BCIyTMBasi CTalKy MTHILL. Bok
HEJJOBOJILHO MPHKAJ YIIH U IIyXO 3apblvall, TTOCKOJIBbKY TEpIeTh HE MOT' PE3KUX 3BYKOB.

— Yro, permi 4eJOBEUNHKH OTBE/IaTh? — eXUIHO OCBEIOMMUJICS BBICOKMI MOJIOJION YeJIOBEeK B
MIPOCTHIX XOJIIIOBBIX OPIOKaX.

OH cTOs1, MPUCITIOHUBIIKCH K MOITHOMY IyOy Iarax B JECSTH MO3a11 BOJIKA, CKPECTUB PyKH
Ha MOIITHOW OOHAKeHHOU TPYIM U MOCTYKHBasl IO MOKPOU 3eMJie 00coil MATKOM. Becesnbie ncKopku
B 3€JIEHBIX I71a3aX pasapaxaiu Bojka. OH (PbIPKHYI U MOTPSIC TOJIOBOM.

— Hy na, — noquepkHyTO Cephe3HO KUBHYJI MOJIOZION YeIOBEK, — OT peOeHKa sIBHO XOTeNN N30a-
BUTHCS, HO TO HE TIOBOJI HAPYIIATh TPAAUIMU. MBI He BIpaBe MPOTUBUTHCS Bojie OoroB. [ToToMOK it
MOJIKMBIII POJA IAKTHU WM 3TO MPOCTO YeIOBEYECKUI PeOEHOK, OH HAaXOAMTCS Ha aJTape, a 3HAUMuT,
OH IO/ TTIOKPOBUTEILCTBOM OOTOB.

3Bepb cell ¥ 03aJa4eHHO MoYecasl 3a/IHEH JIaron 32 yXOM.

— B cmbicne? — ynuBuics yenoBek. — Thl yBepeH?

Bonk oOuxeHHO OTBEepHYN Mopy. PeOeHOK, yCblIaB 4eIoBeYecKyI0 peub, YyTh IPUTHX, HO
JIMIIb 7151 TOTO, YTOOBI COOPATh CUIIBI M SIpU€ BHIPA3UTh B3POCIIBIM CBOE HEIOBOJIBCTBO.
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MyX4rHa pacTepsiIHHO MOPTHYT:

— VX, ronocuHa! Bee nmpaBMIIbHO — JKEHIIMHA MOJTYaTh HEe CTaHeT, He B ee IpUpoie. .. Briepebie
HaM IMOAKKIbIBAIOT ICBOYKY. CTpaHHO. .. Korga I/136aBHHIOTCH OT JIMIIIHET O HACJIEAHUKA, IIOHATHO. Ho
JEBUOHKA-TO KOMY ToMeltiasna?

3Bepb 00paIOBAaHHO BCKOYMJT HA JIAITbl M 3aBUJISLTT XBOCTOM.

— Her, 310 He 3HaYMT, YTO €€ MOKHO CheCTh, — OCAJIVII €r0 YeJIoBeK. Bosik moHypusics u (bipk-
Hy1. — Eme xBasa Jlopocy, 4To B Hallli BJIAJICHUS] HE CMEIOT COBAaTh HOC XUIITHUKH, a TO ObI AUTS
JaBHO pacTep3aiv BOJIKHU.

3Bepb MeUTaTeIbHO 3aKaTHJI TJIa3a U OOTU3HYJICS.

— Boobrie crpanHo, Bpagec, — s3BUTEILHO MPOPOHMIT YEJIOBEK, — Thl U3BECTHBIN JIIOOUTEb
xeHumH! f He 3Hau, 4TO y TeOs K HUM ellle U racCTpOHOMUYecKui nHTepec. U BooOIIie, XBaTuT UKy py
I10 KyCTaM JipaTh, Bo3Bparuaiics!

Bonk, mocrostHHO Oypua, MpUIiai K 3emie, MOMIEeBEs T 3aHUTICH, TPUHOPABINBASCH, U ITepe-
MIPHITHYJI Yepe3 KaMeHb. B Bo3/1yxe OH yMyIpuIIcs TIepeKyBBIPHYTHCS, KaK 3alPaBCKUI IUPKAY, ¥ TIO
Ty CTOPOHY KaMHsI TIPU3eMJIWJICS Ha JBE HOTU YK€ He BOJIK, a MOJIoIon MykurHa. OH ObUT Tak ke
BBICOK, HO el1le Oosiee MycKy/rcT. [lernebHbie BOJIOCKI COOpaHbl B XBOCT Ha 3aThUIKE, OCTABJISAS CBO-
OOMHON JIUIIH CEAYIO TIPSI/Ib JJTUHHON YesiKu. SIpKo-CHHMe I71a3a MPOKUTaid COOeCeIHUKA YKOPOM.
Ha myx4nHe He ObUTO HUYETO.

— Jla nagHO Tebe, — XMBIKHYI 3eJIeHOrIa3blid. — MOKHO MOyMaTh, s TeOs1 MU e JUHCTBEHHOW
PAIOCTH B KU3HHU. .. WM y TeOs KeIYIOK pa3poccs TakK, YTO 3aCJIOHII COOOI0 COBECTh?

OH HarHyJICs1, 4TOOBI MOAHATH C 3eMJIM KYCOK XOJICTa, KOTOPBIN OpOCHIT B pyKH codpara. Bpasec
HEIOBOJIBHO COITA, HATAHYJI IIMPOKUE 6pIOKI/I Ha JJIMHHBIC MYCKYJIUCTBIC HOT'H.

— Hy 3auem Ttebe neBka? — OypkHyn oH. — Kak OynrTo B JepeBHe Mx Heaoctatok. Mmm pemmin
CBOIO BBIpacTUTh?

— Bpar, — neyasibHO Mokavasi roJIoBOM My KUMHA, KaK OY/ITO COKPYIIASCh, YTO €My TTPUXOIUTCS
OOBSICHATH BEIIH, U3BECTHBIC JIIOOOMY. — 3aKOH MTPUAYMAaJIU JABHO, 10 MEHs ¥ JIO TeOs, M He B HAIITUX
MpaBWJIax HAPYLIAaTb TpaAUuIIUX IIPEOKOB. . .

— Jla 3Haw, 3HaW, — HeJOBOMBHO MoMopimics Bpanec. — Ho Conpec, 4to mMbl ¢ Helt OyaeM
nenath? Yro moxer neBuoHka? M BooOIne, BAPYT KESHIMHBI HE CIOCOOHHI?..

— K0 3Haer, Opat, — 3agymunBo mokavais rojgoBoit Congec. — A BOOOIEe — 3TO OTIMYHBIN
crocod y3HaTh OTBET Ha TBOW BOITPOC.

— TonbKko yXk OYEeHb XJIOTIOTHBIN, — CHOBA CKPUBUJICS CHHETJIa3blid ATJIET MOJ] HOBYIO TPeJIb MOK-
pOro cBepTOouYKa Ha KaMHe.

W3smnble nabiibl MacTepulibl-KolnrHbI BBITYCKAIOT TOHKME HUTHU Cy1ed, KOTOpPBIE JIOKATCS Ha
3eMJTIO 3aTEHIMBBIM PUCYHKOM U TYT € MONaJaioT noa 6aurensHoe oko Bomia. XomonHbiid pacyer
Mopoca pekeT CBepKaloIIyIo IpsKy Ha KYcKU. B elicTBUsIX OOTOB HET kecToKocTu. Benp naxe 6e3-
’KaJIOCTHAsi CMEpPTh COTKaHa M3 MayTHHBI BhIcIIeH JiioOBU. Cnabble, OrpaHMUeHHBIE YMBI JIOJEH HE B
CUJIaX TIOCTUYb 3aMbIcelT HeOec.

JIpeBHIOI0, KaK MU, JIETeH 1y JIETKOH IIMKOW MOUTEeHH I OKYThIBaeT Jiofickas Monsa. CepeGpu-
CTBI/ TYMaH CyeBEpUIl CKOBBIBAET ceplila JitoJen cTpaxoM. Uto ects ipaBaa, a uyTo BeiMbices? Tosbko
6oru 3Ha10T. Tonbko 6oru BUAAT. TOMBKO OOTU TBOPAT. ...

Cusia OOTOB CKpBITA HENOCTMKUMBIMU TallHAMHM B pOAy IMIaKTH. VIMEHHO 3TOT poja Aapui
mupy Benukyio [aktup — Conreunyio Bomruuity. [loBenutebHUILY, yCTaM# KOTOPOW TOBOPMIIM OOTH,
pyKaMH KOTOpO¥ OOTM TBOPWJIM CBOIO BOJIIO, CEpALIE KOTOPOU MpPUHAUIEKAI0 JHllb HebecaMm. Pox
MPOJOJIKAICS. MaIbuMKY CTAHOBWJIMCh BEJIMKMMU BOMHAMMU CTaul M CIykuin Besmkoi [aktup. A
JE€BOYKH NIPOAOIKATN CTAPHHHBINA POJI, HATIOMHSISI COCY/I TeJla CMUpeHreM Bosie HeOec. M3 mokoneHust
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B TMIOKOJIEHHE TosiBisiack HoBast [llaktip. Manenbkast qeBouka npuHUMasia u3 pyk matepu Cepare
KJIaHa, Iapyolee Cuiy OOroB.

OpnHako B MUpe CTaJIM MOSIBJISATHCS JIIO/IW, HaJleJIeHHbIe COOCTBEHHOH cuJIon. B Hapone ux mpo-
3BaJIM «JIOKKW». JIOKKM OepeKHO XpaHWJIM Marvio, CTOJIETUSIMU HAKaIuIMBasi KOJJIOBCKYIo cuiy. Cra-
pasich PUOM3UTHCS K BEJIMKON UCTUHE OBITHS, JIOKKU MEUTAJI OOPECTH CHIITY, paBHYIO O0KEeCTBEH-
HOM.

UroObl HAMPaBUTh PACTYIIYIO MOIIIbL Markuu Bo Ojaro mupy, 6oru nosesenu laktup Opathb B
MYKbsI Mara u3 poza JIOKKU. Ho TOJIBKO YMCTOro IyXoM, Ube Cepllie He TPOHYTO PKABUMHOM BIIACTH.
MmenHo Ha Takoro ykaxer et Cepatie kiaHa. [llaktup kacanach ajbiM KaMHEM T'pyad W30paHHUKA, U
OH cTaHoBwWICS JIyHHBIM BOJIKOM. Mar oOpetain ums JIoKk. A Takxke 0coOylo CHITY, BBICIIIHIA TOAAPOK
OOroB — ynpaBJIsATh yMaMH JIIOJICH. . .

TeuyeHune BpeMeHU pa3MbIBAJIO ClIE[Ibl, OCTaBIEHHbIE O0raMu Ha KaMHsX cynbObl. FOHast [aktup
BmoOmIack. Mar, npeaHauepTaHHbIi eil Ooramu, morud oT pyKy M30paHHUKA BOCCTABIIEH BOTYHUIIBL.
Ho npuspavHoe cyactbe paccesyioch Kak JIbIM cpa3y Iocie TOpKEeCTBEHHO! Mepeiauy BEJMKOro Japa.
Hogwiit JIOKK, MONMyYuB YHHKaJIbHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, MOKa3ajl CBOE HacTosinee Juio. Maru Bceraa
’KaKIaJM BJIACTU: HEOr paHMUEHHOM, noiaBisiiomeid. Takas v oka3anach B pykax JIokka.

3emiis 3aCTOHAJIA OT CTPAJIaHUi, yMBUIACh KPOBBIO TIOKOPEHHBIX, TOYEPHESIa OT TOPeYH CIIe3.
[lakTup HalUIa yTEIIeHWe W 3alIUTy OT MYXa-THpaHa B OOBATUSAX BOMHA U3 CEPOH cTau. XPpyNKuii
MUP OKa3aJics Nop yrpo3oi. JKecTokasi TpbI3HsI BOMHOB-BOJIKOB M MAaroB-JIOKKM pa3aupaa 3eMIIIO.
JIoKk mpecienoBa MOTOMKOB poja IIaKTH, yOuBasi X ogHy 3a apyror. Mar uckan laktup. [1gu-
JKAMBII HEHABUCTBIO U CTPEMJIEHUEM OTOMCTHUTD 32 MPEIaTeIbCTBO, OH HE OCTAHABIIUBAJICS] HU TIepe/]
YeM. ..

[IpenpaccBeTHasi TUIIIMHA JIETHETO Jieca 3aBOopakvBaja. KoTa 3Hama W OueHb JIOOWIa 3Ty
trmrHy. CKOpo TofyeT BeTep, MpUBETCTBYsS paccBeT. Tonbko Berep. IITHIIBI IPOCHYTCS TO3XkeE U
HAIOJHAT JIEC TPEJISIMH, BOCIIEBasI MIEPBbIe JTyYMKU COMHBIIKA. HO 10 3TOro cBOI0 NMECHIO CIOET OIu-
HOKHUI BETep, CIOET JIMCThMU JEPEBbEB U IIeNiecTOM TpaBbl. OH TaK e OIUHOK, Kak 1 Korta. U oHa
KaX[pIid pa3 ¢ 3aMHUpaHUeM Cepila Kaajla 3Ty yIUBHUTENbHYI0 Menoauio. JleByika yoerana B jiec
KaX[yI0 HOUb, ITOKA e1Ile BCe CMaJIi, YTOOBI HACIAIUTHCSI CBOMM €IMHEHHEM C BETPOM, KOTOPBIN CTa
el pOIHBIM CyIecTBOM. M 4TOOBI IOTOM CJIaKO MOCTIATh 0 00e/1a, IOKY/Ia OOIIMHA BHITIOTHSIET CBOU
3aHyJHbIE YTPEHHHE PUTYAJIbL.

Conpec nepBoe BpeMsi pyrajcsi, Ho TOTOM TOJIBKO TSKEJIO B3/IbIXAJ, ITIS1/1s1, KAK OHA BBITIOJI3AET
B TOJIJIHb U3 MANATKH, 3eBasl U NOTAruBasick. Ho 310 HUYero, ropasao TpyaHee ObUIo He oOpamiarh
BHUMaHMsI Ha MIpe3puTeIbHOe CHUCXOXIeHne Bpasieca. Bpar siBHO OTHOCHIICA K Hel, Kak K HU3IIeMY
cymectBy. VI HUYero, coBceM HMYEro He CIOCOOHO ObLJIO M3MEHWTH TaKOro oTHomeHus. OHa u30
BCEX CHJI CTapajiach YrOAWUTh, €KEAHEBHO MOIMIACH Ooram, 0e3KajJoCTHO TPEHHpOBajIa CBOE TeJo,
OTYasiHHO pBasiack B Ooii... Ho yBbI, Bpaseca Hudero He morio npoHsATh. OH YHOPHO He 3amMevat
YCIIEXOB, HO CTOMJIO TOJIBKO 3aIljIakaTh OT OO WJIM YTIACTh, HE BhIJIEPKaB Beca OPYKHsI, Kak JAEBYIIKA
nosyyasa JaBuHy Mpe3peHrst U HACMEIIIeK CO CTOPOHBI OpaTa.

Kora 3nasa npuunny. 1 naxe nsiranack ee ycTpaHuTh. JleByIKka 3a4yMYMBO [IPOBEJIA TOHKUMHU
NaJIbLIAMH 110 IIPAMUKY Ha OOHAKEHHOU IPyJH. DTO MPOU3O0IILIO, KOT/Ia €l MICIIOTHUIIOCH IECSATH JIeT.
Ona BTaiiHe MevTaIa, KOrjia ke y Hee BBIPacTeT Takas ITyKa, Kak y OpaTheB, HO Tesio peaano Koty
Y pacTH HAYaJlo COBCEM B Jpyrux Mectax! DToro oHa He cMOIJIa MepekuTh. [ pyap yBeInInBanach C
KaKJIbIM JIHEM, Ha 4To Bpajec HermpemeHHO oOpariai BceoOiee BHUMaHUE.

Nwmenno Torna Yuinsa, ee KopMUiIMIia, MpUTaNia ¢ 6azapa, KyJa MHOI/A e3/1u1a 3a IPOIyK-
TaMu, TIepBOe ypoIJIBoe Tuiathe. Kota HUKOrIa He HajgeBasia Hu4ero nogooHoro. OHa BooOIe npe-
MOYMTAJIA HUYETO He HOCUTb, pa3Be YTO MPOCThIE XOMIIOBbIE OPIOKH, Kak BCe. A TYT MPHIIIOCh BTHC-
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HYTbCS B HEBEPOSITHO HEYJOOHYIO TPSIKY, KOTOpas BUCEa MEIIKOM, CKpbIBasi TEJO M CKOBBIBasI
OBUXCHU . LII/I.IIBEI y6e,£lI/IJIa IIeBO‘IKy, 4qTo pr}lb HaJI0 OT BCEX CKprBaTI), a IJ1sd 3TOro Hy)KHO HOCUTH
iatbe. Kota ObIJI0 cMUpHIIACh, HO TIOUTH Cpa3y ke MopBaJia IJIaThe B HECKOJIBKMX MECTax, MbITasICh
MPOCTO 3aJIe3Th Ha JiepeBo. K Tomy ke oHa HeJIOBKO 3arleluiach MoJ0JIOM 3a BETKY U, modapaxTaB-
IIMCh B BO3yXe, PyXHYJIa BHU3, pacliaparaB B KPOBb JIMIIO U TEJIO O€3)KaTOCTHBIMU BETKAMH.

[ToTom gosro cuena Mo JepeBoM 1 TIakasa, pa3MasbiBasi 0 OCTPOMY JIMUHKY CJIE3bl U KPOBb.
N Ttormpa mpunuio perenue. [Ipoctoe u cinoxHoe oqHOBpeMeHHO. OHa permTeIbHO HapaBUIach
B cBOIO HOpy. Hamo Bce chaenars 1o 0obeia, YToOBl HUKTO HE CMOr moMerath. MHorma, korga oHa
MPOCHINAJa MmojjieHb, Bpasec mpuxonut OyauTh JeBOYKY. 3a00TOM TYT HE MaxJio, Opar ¢ CaAuCTCKUM
yIIOBOJI])CTBI/ICM BBIKAThIBAJI €€ U3 HOpr IIMHKaMU, JaKe HE HOprI[I/IBI_HI/ICL pa36y111/1Tb HCpeII OTUM.

3anbIXaBIIKCh, OHA BJIETEJIA B HOPY U, OIIYIbIBAs HUILY B CTEHE, OTHICKAJa OCTPhIA HOX. [Ipoxa
oT Bo30yxaeHus1, KoTa TunoxHy/1ach Ha KOJIGHKH U TIOJTHECTIa XOJIOIHOe Jie3Bre K Oesiol Koxe. Mej-
JIEHHO, CTapasiCh HAJIaBUTh CHJIbHEE, JICBYIIKA MPOBEJa HOKOM 10 MPaBoi rpyau. Best pemmmocThb
Heme IS yieTyurmiack. KoTta otnepHyia HOX M pacTepssHHO CMOTpesia, Kak TeMHBbIe KarlIv MPOcayu-
BaIOTCA U3 paHKI/I 1 CTCKAIOT BHU3 HA OCTATKHU ILJIaThA. HO)K BBIITAJI U3 OCJIa6CBI_HI/IX pyK, BCE BOprF
CTaJIo pacTeKarhbcs BeTHhIMU MsATHaMu. OOMopok. Kak HeHaBuena Kora 3To cocTosiHue, OHO JOKa-
3BIBAJIO €€ KEHCKYIO CJ1a00cTh. OTKMHYBIIKCH Ha CITUHY, JICBYIIKA [TyOOKO JbIIIajia, CTapasich Mojia-
BUTD IIPUCTYII AYPHOTHL.

Koraa mpeameTsl BOKpYr BHOBb MPUOOpENM CBOM YeTKHe JUHUM, KoTa mogHsmach U CHOBa
B3s11ach 3a HOX. Ho yke He Tak permTesbHO, KaK B MepBbii pa3. OHa BAPYT MOHsLIA, YTO HE CMOXET
NPUIUHUTE ceOe 00b. JIeByIlKa chaea u ypsiMo COIesa, MbITasiCh COOPAThCs C IyXOM. ..

3a 3TM 3aHATHEM M 3actal ee Bpagec. CHavana MyX4yWHA 3aMep Y MOpora, ¢ U3yMJICHUEM
pasmsabiBast HaObrumBIIyIocs Koty. IToTom pe3ko pBaHysics Briepen, BHIOMBask OKPOBABJIEHHbIA HOX
u3 pyk aeBymiku. Korta BCkpukHysia ot O0M M CXBAaTWJIACh 3a 3arisicTbe. Bpajec, Koctepst IeBYIIKY
Ha YeM CBET CTOWT, MOTSHYI ee 3a yXO K JIEPeBIHHOMY Be/IepKy ¢ Bofoi. CMBLT KPOBb, NiepeBs3all
paHy Y Tak e, 3a yXo, Bultani Koty u3 HOpblI.

Uunea JONMTO T1aKajia, He TIOHMMasi TaKOro caMoucTs3aHus. OcTajbHble MTPOCTO MOJTYAIIH,
u3berasi CMOTpEeTh B CTOPOHY MPUTHXILEH JeBYIIKH. Bpanec ke coBceM nepecran ee 3amedars. OH
IIEJIBIT MecsIl TIOCJie 3TOro urHopupoBas Koty, misizieln, Kak Ha IMycToe MecTo. JTa MbITKa OKa3aiach
TAXKEIJIEEC, YEM INTOCTOSIHHbIC N3JI€BKU 1 HACMEIIKH.

Kora Ts:x€510 B3[10XHYJ1a, BEPHYBILUCH U3 TSAKEJBIX BOCIOMUHAHUI B IEMCTBUTENILHOCTD. Betep
y)KC TpeHaJI qeprle 6JIeCTHH_[I/I€ BOJIOCHI, )IeByHIKa HpOHyCTI/IHa BOHHI/ITCJII)HHﬁ MOMCEHT €1ro My3I)I-
KaJIBHOI'O IIOABJICHUA B TUIIIMHE JIECa. LITO XK, 9TO ‘IeTprHaIlLIaTaH TO4OBIIINHA, FOp])KI/IC CO6bITI/IH
OCTJIUCh B TPOIILIOM. [IepBbie COTHEUHBIE Ty YMKH MOIIEKOTAIN CEPBIi KAMEHb, KOTOPBIN HE3bIOTIEMO
CTOsLT TIOCEepeIHE HeOOIBINON MONISIHKK. KoTa rojoliia K HeMy ¥ HeXHO IPoBeJia PyKO#H 10 TeILIon
Y 4yTh BJIAXHOH moBepxHocTH. OHa BCerjia 4yBCTBOBaJa HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE CITOKOMCTBUE PSIOM C
JKEPTBEHHBIM KaMHEM M HE MOIJIa 3TOr0 00bsCHUTH. JIeBYIIIKY BCe BpeMs TSHYJIO ciofa. Kakipiil pas
MPUXOIHIIA K HEMY: U KaJIOBAThCS, M XBACTAThCS, KaK K caMOMy OJIM3KOMY CYITIECTBY Ha BCEM CBeTe.
Oma 1oBepsijia KAMHIO TaKKe TalHBI, KOTOPbIE HEe CMeJla OTKPBITh U YniBe.

Bor u ceiiuac ToHeHbKas JEBYIIKA B MATHIX XOJIIIOBBIX OpIOKax CBEPHY/IACh HA KaMHe Kaja-
YMKOM M Cpa3y ke OILIyTH/a ceOsl 3alllMIICHHOMN, CJIOBHO B TEIUIBIX OOBATHUSAX POIHOIO YesIoBeKa,
caMoro OJmM3Koro, camoro cuwibHoro. OHa ObljIa B IOJIHOR O€30ITaCHOCTH, CITOKOMHA U Oe3MATEKHA.
Betep men THXyI0 KOMBIOETbHYIO, MSTKHAE OYEpPTaHHsI AEPEBbEB U KYCTOB 3a00TJIMBO 3aC/IOHSIIA OT
HpKOFO yTpCHHCFO COJIHBIIIKA. KOTa C YJIOBOHBCTBI/IGM HOpr3I/IHaCb B MI/IprIC, CJIagKHE CHbI, ITIOJIHbIC
HCITIOJTHEHHBIX )KeHaHI/Iﬁ n C6BIBHH/IXCH HaJICKI.
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— Hy koneuHo, — XMbIKHY Bpasec, BbIX0/1sI Ha 3JTUTYIO TIOJTYICHHBIM COTHBIIIIKOM TMOJSIHKY. —
Uro xe el emie aenatb? Kak Bcerna cnur.

— Mornopoii opranusm, mycTb CHJI HaOUpaeTcsl, — XMXUKHYJT KoBec, 3a10pHO TPSXHYB PbIKUMU
KyApsikamu. [J1a3a ero, cBewIo-ceporo IBeTa, UCKPIIINCh BecebeM. [lapeHs sIBHO mommyvait yao-
BOJILCTBUE OT BCero mpowucxopsiiero. — M Booodie, Tede He yroauib. JIeBUoHKa OOITAaET — HAJIO
3aTKHYTb, OeraeT — HaJo OCaAUTh, CIIUT — HAZIO pa3OyanuTh. XOTh KAKOE-TO COCTOSTHUE TeOst yCTpouT?

— Yerpour, — xuiHo ockyiaduiics Bpagec.

— Ho He ycrpout apyrux, — Thxo ckazan Cosjec, HEC/IBIIIHO BO3HUKAs U3 Jieca 3a (purypamu
oparbeB. OH Bcyumit Bpasiecy B pyku HEOOJBIION CBEPTOK, OI0OHKIN 1ocTascs 1 Kosecy. CriokoiiHO
noGasui: — Bee Tak, Kak U 107KHO ObITh. [Tpuctynm.

CreioM 3a BHICOKMM 3€JICHOTJIa3bIM MYKUMHOW U3 Jieca BBICTYITWIIN ellie YeThipe BouHa. Bee
TMIOJIHOCTHI0 OOHAKEHBI, Y KaKI0r0 B pyKax HeOOJbIIOW CBEPTOK. 31eCh ObUTM MOUYTU BCE KUTEIH
HEOOJIBIIIOTO MOCENIeHH 1, UCKJTI0Yast JTUIIb YniiBy. My KUMHBI C Cephe3HBIM BUIOM MOJOIILTHA K CEPOMY
KaMHIO ¢ MUPHO COTSINed Ha HeM AeByIiKoi. Kora He mpockimanace. Ho gaxe Oyab cOH HE CTOMb
KPEToK, OHa BPsiJ JIM YCJIbIIIaa Obl HECHIBIIIIHYIO TIOCTYITh OpaTheB.

My>x4rHbI 0OCTYNMIM KaMeHb. [lake Ha MpauHoi (pu3rnoHOMUM Bpaseca OO0 HENPUBBIYHO
TOPXKECTBEHHOE BhIpakeHue. KoBec nepBbIM pa3BepHyII TKaHb M JOCTAJ CEPOro 3aiilia, e/1Ba )KUBOTO
OT CTpaxa.

— TeGe mepBast xepTBa, 0 MOTYIIECTBEHHbI Bo! — mpousHec peikuil ITyOOKMM TOPTAaHHBIM
TOJIOCOM, TIPHCEB Ha OIHO KOJIEHO Tiepe]] KaMHeM. 3aiIa mapeHb IpUKall K 3eMJIe ¥ IIPOH3MUII TOJIOBY
OCTPBIM KMHXaJIOM. — JKU3Hb CyIIecTBa.

— Tebe BrOpas xepTBa, o Benukui [lopoc?! — markum OapuroHoM Bropui Opary Coijiec, Toxe
MIPUIIAaB Ha OJJHO KOJICHO U JIOCTaBasi U3 CBEPTKA BEJIMKOJIEIHBIN KJIMHOK, YKPAILICHHBIH CBEPKAIOIIUMHU
KamHsiMU. — Opy/ive BOMHA.

—Tebe TpeThs kepTBa, 0 BenmkosenHas Komna?! — orpeiBucto mporopopui Bpasec. Ha 3emitio
JIeri OOPBIBKY Pa3HOLIBETHBIX TKaHEH. — 3a4aTrie HOBOH KU3HU.

— TeGe uerBepTas *kepTBa, 0 ciagkoronocsiii Mopoc*! — mourn mponen Kpomoc, BhICOKUI
YJIBIOUMBBIN TAPEHB C PYCHIMHU BOJIOCAMH ¥ TOTyOBIMU T71a3aMH. YJIbIOKa ero Obljla HEMHOTO YCTpallia-
IOIIEH, TaK KaK Yepe3 BCIO IIEKY, 0 CAMOTO PACCEUYEHHOTO yXa, MPOXOAUII Kocou mipaMm. OH U3AIIHO
OITYCTHJICS] HA 3€MJTIO ¥ BBUIOKMJT KOPEIIKM PacTeHUs aJITH, YTO JAIOT YyAHble BUACHUS TPH BbIXa-
HUHM JbIMa, HO CJTa0OMy MOTYT JaTh MOC/ieqHUN cOH. — Hecymue cmepTs.

— Tebe nisATas xeptBa, 0 Mmyapas TpoHa’! — Bropui emy 6par YBapoc. CMyT/IbIi ApHUIIKA CO
CBETJIBIMH, CJIETKA BBIOIIMMICS T10 TUIEYaM, BOJIOCAMH U XUTPBIM MTPUIILYPOM OUEHb CBETJIBIX, CIOBHO
BBIIBETIIIMX, IJ1a3 OMYCTHJICS] HA KOJIEHO U MOJIOKIIT Ha 3eMJTIO CTaphIi TIOJKEITEBIIHIA CBUTOK. — JlpeB-
HUE 3HAHUSI.

— TeGe mecras xepTBa, 0 cripaBeyUBbIi Bormoc’! — moutu nmpoperyan Jlomyec, CypoBbIi My k-
YKHa, SIBHO CTapllle BCEX OCTAIbHBIX, JOCTABas U3 CBEPTKA OKPOBABJICHHBIN KycOK Msica. — Cepure
Bpara!

2 Jopoc — Gor BOWHBI, IIOKPOBHUTEb BOWHOB

3 Konnna — Gorums KPacoTHl, JIOOBH, CTPACTH, JETOPOXKICHNUSI.

4 Mopoc — 60r WLTIO3uid, CHOB, CMEPTH, Marky.

5 Tpona — 60ruHs MyApPOCTH, HOKPOBHUTEIBHIIA MyAPEIIOB, YIEHUIECTBA.

6 Bormoc — 6or BO3ME31us, CIIpaBEAJIMBOCTH, CyJa.
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— TeGe cenpMast xepTBa, 0 KUBOTBOpAIIast Benepa’, — 6eccTpacTHO IMPOMOJIBIII BCET 1A UCKJTIO-
YHUTEJHHO CTIOKOWHBIN ABec, OeTHbII I0HOIIA C TYCTHIMUA PECHUIIAMH U OTpPEIeHHBIM B3rIs1aoM. Ha
3eMJTI0 OH OCTOPOKHO TIOCTABUII OJTIONIO € AATOJAMU U TPUOAMHU.

MyX4YrHB HEMHOTO OTCTYIWJIA Ha3aj M B3sUIMCh 3a PyKU. BmecTe, Kak 1Mo KoMmaHje, THXO
3aresii MOJIMTBY Ha JIPeBHEM sI3biKe. BUOPHUPYIONIVIA Tyl 3aKTMHAHKUS TTPOHUKAN B 3eMJTIO U BbI3bI-
BaJI OTBETHYIO peakIvio. 3emis e[[Ba OIyTUMO 3apoxana. KameHb 60roB Tpsiccst Bce Oonee 3Hauu-
teapHO. Ho KoTa He mpockinanack. [leByiika nepeBepHyIach Ha CIIUHY, PACKMHYB PyKU U HOTY TIOYTH
TOYHO Ha YeThIPe CTOPOHBI, JIBIXaHHe €€ CTAJIO IPEPHIBUCTHIM, TeJIO OECIIOKOWHO MOIEPrUBAIIOCH.

MosutBa 3aBepiiieHa. BHe3anmHast TUIIMHA TOJIBKO MOAYEPKHYIA Ty, UAYIIAN U3 HEAP 3eMIIH.
Kazasnoch, uTo 1axe 3BepH U NTHILIBI 3aMEPIIH, CTapasiCh HUKAK HE BBIIATh CBOETO MTPUCYTCTBUA B JIECy.
['yn mpekparuics pe3ko, Kak 1 Havasics. Hekotopoe BpeMsi HIUero He MpOUCXOAUIIO, HO MYKYHHBI
HE OMYCKaJIU PYK, OKHUJIast Yero-To.

HeoxuganHO BCIIBIXHYIT SIPKHMIM TJIEMEHEM JIPeBHUI CBUTOK, YBapoC ciierka B3Aporayi. bpa-
Thsl TIEpENNISIHY/IMCh. Takoe yxe Obl1o. BTophiM BembixHyn aap bomocy. Bpangec w3ymieHHO u
HEMHOTO HEOJOOPHUTENILHO TIOKAYasl TOJIOBOW. TpeTuii 3aropeBIuiics Jap — TPAMKH y HOr Bpajeca.
My:X4rHa KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS, 3TO OH IperoJiaral ¢ CaMoro HaJajia, 4to erie MOKHO JKIaTh OT KeH-
nmHbl? [l1aMsi MTHOBEHHO OXBaTHJIO BCE OCTAJIbHBIE Japbl, MO0 TOJIBKO MEpBbIe TPH HAMEKAIOT Ha
MpeJHa3HaYeHre HOBOro BorHA. OTroHb, CKUPAst MOAHOIICHHUS, TUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM OKPYKHUJ KepT-
BEHHbBII KaMEHb.

Conyiec phITHYJ MEepBbIM. B BO3/Iyxe MyKXUMHA MEPEKyBBIPHYJICSA Yepe3 TOJIOBY, a C JPyron
CTOPOHBI KAMHSI OOTOB MPU3EMIIAJICS MOIIIHBINA CEPBIl BOJIK C 3eJIeHbIMU T71a3aMu. OH OCKaJIWIICS U
THXO 3apbvaj. Bropeiv npeirayn Bpanec, morom Kosec... OnuH 3a ApyruM MyKYMHBI 00OpaurBa-
JICh B CTPAHHOTO BHUJIAa BOJIKOB. OT OOBIYHBIX, JIECHBIX, X OTJIMYAJIO Yepecuyp MOIIHOE CIIOKEHHE,
OoJsiee MMPOKask TPyb U yCTpallaonye nactu. Tejla BOMHOB ObLIM B JjBa pa3a KpyIHee BOTYBHX,
71a3a OTVIMBAJIM KPACHOTOU Jaxke JHEM.

Bonky BHOBb OOCTYNMIIM KaMeHb, PACIONIOKUBIINCH MPABUIBHBIM KpyroM. Bckope muiams
MOTUXOHBKY IOracjio, OCTaBUB TOCIIe ceOsI eBa 3aMETHBIM HAJIeT MeTuia Ha 3emuie. JIeByIiKa jgexana,
He T0j1aBasi MPU3HAKOB KU3HU. JIUII0 4yTh MocuHeso. [laxke camblil YyTKUH B3MJISA] He YIaBIMBA HUA
eIMHOTO JABVIKeHUsI Testa. YepHble BOJIOCHI Cllerka olayieHbl TiaMeHeM. B Bo3myxe pacipocTpaHuics
TOILIHOTBOPHBIN 3arax.

OpuH U3 BOJIKOB, — C OOJIBIIIMMU YIIIAMH, OTHO U3 KOTOPBHIX OBLIO KOTJJa-TO PAcCeYeHo, a IIpam
JOXOMWJI TIOYTH JIO HOCA, — pa30pBajl KPyT M TUXOHBKO Tofomiel Kk Kote. OH MOHIOXaJ JIUIO U TIOTHI-
KaJics B pyKy, OyATO BepHbIii riec. TOHKast KMCTh Oe3:)KM3HEHHO MOBKCIIA. Bok 00epHYJICS ¥ BOMPO-
CHTEJILHO IIOCMOTpeT Ha ToBapuitieid. Cepblil BOJIK, CBepKast CepeOpUCTON CeJMHOM, TSKEIIO MOHSIICS
1 ToTpycu B Jiec. OcTajbHble TIOCEMEHIIIN 32 HUM, BBICTPanUBasiCh TYChKOM. BoJbltieyxwii erie pa3
TKHYJICS BJIQKHBIM HOCOM B JIMYMKO JIeBYIIKH. ['07ioBa KOTHI 4yTh KauHy/Iach, HO IPUHSLIA TIPEKHEe
nojiokeHre. He MOXIaBIIUCh peakIvu, BOJIK TOCIEIOBAN 32 OpaThsIMH, I'PYCTHO OITYCTUB TOJIOBY K
3emJie. Putyast 3aBepirieH u Tenepb Bce B pyKax O0OroB, YbM TaWHBI HE TEPIIST I71a3 CMEPTHBIX. . .

k% %k

Kak Gomut ronosa. Kora motsiHynack BceM TesloM M cpa3y 3acToHajda. MBIIIIIbI HBUIM Tak,
CJIOBHO BYepa OHA TPU 4Yaca Kpsdy YIpaxHsulachb Ha Meuyax ¢ BpeAHbIM Bpanecom. HenonsrHo,
MoYeMy TeJIo Tak pearupyer. JleByIIka clagKo 3eBHYJIA M HEOKUAAHHO [T ceOsi TPOMKO KJIaITHyJIa
3y0amu. Tuxo paccMesiBIIKCh, OCTOPOKHO MPUOTKPBLIA I71a3, ornacasich spKoro conHbika. Ho nec
MepLa OJTHOUYHOW ThMOM. JIeByIlIKa HEAOBEPUYMBO 3aKMYPUJIACh U CHOBA OTKpBLIA I71a3a. TeMHble

7 Beﬂepa — OOruHs npupoabl, CTUXUI: BOJBI, BO31yXa, 3€MJI1 U Or'HA.
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JIUCTbA IEPEBLEB OT6paCI>IBEU]I/I MpoaoJroBarbi€ NMOCTOAHHO MCHAIOIINEC CpOpMy TEHU, HO OT JIYHBI,
YTO SIPKO CHsJIa B A0COMIOTHO YMCTOM MCKPSIIEMCs 3Be3/1aMu HeOe.

Tak BoT B uem gesno! Ee yropasnuio npocnats 10 camoil Houd. Ternepb NOHATHO, TOYEMY TeJIO
BBITOBApPUBAJIO OOJBIO 32 HEymesioe MCrojb3oBaHue. [Ipocnarh Bech A€Hb Ha KECTKOM KaMHe, JI0
3TOrO elle HaJo ObUIO JOAyMaThCs !

Ho mouemy ee Hukto He uckan? [laxe Bpanec He nomoOonbiTcTBOBA, IoueMy KoTa He siBU-
Jach Ha 00e/1, ¥ IV ceOs1 yIOBOJILCTBHS IMTUHATH CECTPY OT KEPTBEHHOH MOJISIHBI IO CAMOTO T0Ce-
nenus? [lpaBo, He Beputcs... Vmu BceM HaruieBarth, I7e OHA, 4To ¢ Hel? 1o OoJblile oXoke Ha
npasay. [Ipu Bceil BHelIHeH 3a00Te, AEBYIIKOW MaJIO KTO MHTEPECOBAJICS. 3ax0TeNla y9acTBOBATh B
TPEHUPOBKAX — MOXKATYHCTa, 3aX0TesIa Ha OXOTY — monuid. Ho HUKTO HUKOT/1a HUYEero He Mpesiara.
BrimHMIAch B X MYKCKYI0 KOMITQaHUIO, M BOMHBI ITpocTo TeprsAT. Ho He Oonee. A cama eBYOHKa
HUKOMY HE HY’KHA.

Cre3bl HAMOJHWIM T71a32, pa3MbIBasi ouepTanus Jieca. Kota cxana 3yOsl 1 TOMOTasIa TOIOBOM.
Hy u 4ro? VBB, HEBO3MOKHO MCIIPAaBUTh TO, UTO OHA — HE NMapeHb! Tak uTo NpuAeTCs KUTh C ITUM.
Ho obuna pocna, BHIpbIBasiCh U3 IPYIU MOYTH BOTYBAM BOEM. DTO 3BYYaJIO TaK yxkacHo, uto Kora
cama HCITyTrajach U MOCHENIHO 3aMoTJaia.

Hano Bo3Bpararscs, Bce paBHO Be/lb HeKyJa Oofbilie UATh. JIeByIlIka COCKOIb3HY/IA BHU3 U
IUIIOXHYJIACb HA YCTBEPCHbKU. YCMGXHyBH_II/ICL, MOIBbITAJIACh BCTATh HA HOI'A... U CHOBA YyIIaJia.

«Yro Takoe? — ynuBuiach Kora. — 4 cTopko mpocmasia, 4To COBCeM ocadma?»

CHoOBa MoIbITaNach BCTaTh HA HOTH, U 3TO € MOYTH YAAJIOCh, HO YTO-TO HE AaBaJIO CHEJaTh
miar. HGBYI_HKa OIIATH yIlajla Ha YCTBECPECHbKU. 9X, MEIIACT YTO-TO XBOCTY. He OoTaaBasd OT4YETa B CBOUX
OENCTBUSX, IEBYIIIKA U3BEPHYJIACh U 3y0aMu CTsIHYJIA XOJIIOBble Opioku. OCBOOOIMB XBOCT, OOJIEr-
YCHHO B3JOXHYJIA U IOIbITaIaCb CHOBA BCTATh. ..

XBoct?! Kora 3amepina. OHa He cMeJa 1ajibliie pa3BUBaTh 3Ty MbIC/Ib, HACTOJIBKO Ta MOKa3a1ach
yygoBuiHOW. Ho, eqBa cripaBUBIIMCH C cOOOM, JIEBYIIKA BCE K€ MEIJIEHHO TOBEpHYJA TOJIOBY U
MOCMOTpeIa Ha3a.

Ha, xBocT. [Ipunn4HbIi TakoW, HUUYTh He OOOIPaHHBIN, a BIIOJHE ceOe MyIHCTHIN ¢ OnecTsi-
1el mecTbio. XBOCT, Kak OYITO YCIBIIAB KOMIUTUMEHT, 4yTh KauHyJcs. 1o Obuto ciumkoM. Kora
[IOYYBCTBOBAJIa JyPHOTY U, KaK ITOJKOIIEHHAA, PyXHY/la B TpaBy.

— B niepBblii pa3 BUKY BOJIKA, TPOXHYBIIETOCS] B 0OMOPOK, — XMXHKHYJI KTO-TO HaJl TOJIOBOM.

UyTh 1IEBESIbHYB YXOM, JEBYIIKA PACCbIIIANA MEJIKYIO MOCTYIh MaJICHBKOTO 3BepbKa. beska
TEM BpeMeHeM 00eskajia BOKPYT HeOOJIBIIOro U3SIIHOTO BOJIKA, JIEXKABILETO B TPAaBe, U BCTaJa Meper
rinazamu Kotsl:

— IIpsaMo Kak riiyrible JIIOAUIIKH !

Kora 3axmypunace.

— Hy Bor, e1ie 1 ciyxoBble raJUTIOIMHAINY, — [T0KAT0BAJIACh OHA HEM3BECTHO KOMY.

— Cama T8I, ramykanus! — Bo3MyTuiIach 6enka. — To BoeT — 3Bepbe Myraer, TO BAJTUTCS. ..

— Mosxer, s crienaibHO! — pa3o3nmmiack Kora. — J[JoObray npuManuBai. Bot Th 1 momnasiach!

— Ara, — ceexugaMYaia 6enka. — Thl UTO, BOTYApa, 1Mo AepeBbsM Jia3aTh Haydmsics? Thl v macTb
Ppa3suHyTh HE YCIeelb, KaK MEHA U CJIE[ IIPOCTHIHET. . .

— 3HauwuT, 51 — BOJIK, — IPYCTHO NofbIToxkmiIa Kota, 6omblie He oOpaiiias BHUMaHUS Ha OeNKy. —
3amMeuaTesbHO, ceiiyac BEpHYCh K OpaThsiM. OHU BOJIKOB JTIOOSIT — KapeHBIX !

OHa TsKeJI0 B3/I0XHYJIa, MTOAHSIIACh U MoTpycuia B jiec. Ho ocraHoBHIach U, HEMHOTO TIOyMasB,
o0epHYJIach K HA30WIMBOM OeJKe:

— Crblib, MeJIOUb, a Kak Mbl pasroBapuBaem? He no-uenoBedecku xe?

— Kpynusxk Harmesncs, — ppipkHyaa 6e1ka, HO TOTOM IOCMOTpeJIa Ha BOJIKA JKaJIOCTIIMBO TaK. —
Moxkert, TeOs MUIITKOM 1Mo rojioBe mubdanyno? Hy Tak He nepexuBai, y Moero opariia TOUHO Takoe
ke ObUTO, HO MpoIwio. Tenepb OH TOJBKO MHOT/IA IepraeTcsl.

W ynusHyna B TEeMHOTY OvKaiIero aepesa.
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Kora momotasia ronoBoii, HO 3T0 He MOMOII0. MBICIM Pacnon3ainch B CTOPOHBI, KaK THUJIBIE
HUTU CTApOH TPSIMKHU.

Torna ona npocto nodesxana. bexars ObUIO TPUATHO, HUKAKOTO AUCKOMQOpPTa TP JBHKE-
HUM Ha 4YeThlpex KoHeuHocTsix KoTa He ucrnbiThiBaa. Hao60poT, crijionHasi rapMOHUS U YIOBOJIb-
crBue. OHa TEHBIO CKOJIB3WJIA CKBO3b KYCTBl M BETKM, HE BHIOMpAsi TOPOTU. DTO ISl HEYKITIOKUX
Joae HyKHbI TOPOTH, TPOITMHKY. BoJIK Bceraa 3HaeT, rae HaXoAuTCsl, IIOCKOJIbKY TPOCTO HE CIOCOo-
OeH 3a0TyIUThCS, ¥ eMy He HyXHbI yKkazarenu. CBoOojieH. .. mo-Hacrosimemy. Kaxkercs, Kore Haum-
HaJIO HPABUTHCS OBITH BOJIKOM.

Jlanel camu mprHECTM K pogHOMY Kuiblo. OHa JOATO TONTanach Ha MecTe, OTOM XOIHia
BOKPYT 3eMJISIHOK, ITyrasi MeJIKYIO KMBHOCTb. Kpome Haruoit 6enku, ¢ KoToii HUKTO GoJiblie pasro-
BapuBarTh He kenan. Ho JeByIKka HOBBIM UYTKUM CIIyXOM YJaBJIHMBajia OOpPBHIBKM KPATKMX HOYHBIX
Pa3roBOPOB JIECHOTO 3BEPbS.

Ot xwmui OpaTheB Maxjo KOCTPHUILIEM, €10 U YeM-TO HEyIOBUMO-3HAKOMBIM, POIHBIM. ..
Kora ¢ Tpynom nopaBuia xejaHue BHOBb 3aBbITh.

W3 Gnskaiiieit 3eMITSTHKHY BBIIIEN MYXX4YHHA, BCKOPE 32 HUM MoKa3auicsi BTopoi. Kora npumnasna
K 3eMJIe, CTapasiCh HU MOJTY3BYKOM HE BBIIaTh CBOE MECTOIOJIOKEHHE. Y OpaTheB Beerja ObUIo MOUTH
3BEpPUHOE YyThe.

— Tak u HeT BecTell, — B3[IOXHYJI OJIUH.

Kora 4yth He BckpukHyaa ot pagoctd. 910 Congec! OHM Bce-Taku uckaiau ee. Ho TpyaHo
HaWTH MOJIOAYIO JIEBYIIIKY B TOIIEM BOJIKE.

— U ne Oyner, — yBepeHHO TIpOMOJIBUJI apyroi. KoTa y3Hasia MpayHO-capKaCTUYHBIE HOTKHU
Bpapneca. — JleBka ke, HE BOMH. ..

— He 3Hato, Opar, — pemmrenbHo nokavan ronoBoit Conpec. — Hy, Kakasi pa3Huiia, J1eBKa,
napeHs. .. OOpsia coBeplleH, KepTBa MpUHEeCceHa 1 OJ1arockJOHHO npuHsTa. Cam xe Bce Bue!

— Bupnen, — comtacuiicsa Bpagec. — Ho 310 HM4ero He 3Haunt. MOXeT JeBUYbE TEJIO HE CIO-
COOHO K TpaHcOpMaIlK, MOXET, He BBIAEPKAJIO MEPEBOPOTA. .. Ja MAJIO JIU 4ero. MBI ke He 3HaeM
MOCJIeCTBHS 00psiia Uil JeBYIIKH. Bomuniiel ObUTH JIMIIB B POIY IIAKTH.

Kora pactepsiHHO ciymasia, TbITasich COMOCTaBUTb OOPBIBKU (ppa3 ¢ (pakTamMu U HEJaBHUMHU
coobrTusivu. O0psan? Keprea? MoxerT, ee crisiyio npuHecu B xkepTBy? Ho moyemy oHa He ymepia,
a mpocTto crasa Boikom? [lepemertienue nymm? Bee cmemanock B roioBKe OeTHOM IEBYIIKH.

— Kcraru, Konuna 6naroonut k Bam o6oum! — Cosziec eKo YCMEeXHYJICS M XJIOMHYII 10 TUIevy
MpavyHOro, Kak Tyda, Opara. — ConepHuuars Oynere?

— Kakoe Tyt MoxeT ObITh. .. — HeIOBOJIbHO 3acornen Bpagec. — [Ipocto 6aba, oHa 1 B jiecy Oada!
V HHX BCE MBICITU TOJIBKO 00 YAOBOJBCTBUSAX! S Ipyroro u He o:xuAal.

— A g He oxuaan BMemarenbctBa TpoHsl U Bormoca, — morpyctHen Conpec. — 9To BechMa
HacTopaxuBaer. Jla ere B TaKOM ke MOpsIIKe, KaK U y...

— MosxeT, 1 6eCIOKOMTBLCS HEe O YeM, — MOTHYJ ToJioBoil Bpanec. — Mbl He 3HaeM, BBIKMIIA
m Kora.

JleBymika B3aporaysa. Bpagec Brepsbie Ha3Bas ums cectpsl. He «Ta camasi», He «3H, Thl», U
naxe He «JeBKa», a «Kota»! Cie3bl orATh HaBepHY/IMCh Ha ra3a. OHa MOKpast MaKOCTh YKe Mpo-
KJIagpBasia cede MmyTh CKBO3b TYCTYIO IIEPCTh, IeKoua Koxy. MHctuHkTHBHO KoTa mouecana Mmopy
3agHei nanoil. [Ipenatenbcku XpycTHYIa cyxasi BeTKa. MyKUnMHbI HACTOPOKMIMCh. KoTa ucryranno
MpUKasach K 3eMJie, CTapasiCh CJIMThCS C Hel B MHOE 11esioe. A OpaThs yxke OIEepHINCh MeUaMH |,
NeperyIsSHYBIINCh, CTAJIM IOTUXOHBKY MPOKPA/IBIBATHCS B €€ CTOPOHY.
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I'maBa 2

Kora 3a)xMypuiack OT yxaca ¥ Hayajla MEeJUIEHHO OTIIOJ3aTh MO/ MPUKPBITHUE T'YCTOrO KOBpa
nponutoroqHeit McTBbl. Hy Bce — yObioT coOcTBeHHbIe Opathst! Kak ke nath 3HaK, KTo oHa? Ara,
noBepAT BoJIKY! [la 4To TOJKY — OHa U CJI0Ba IPOU3HECTU HE MOJKET.

— By! — pa3nanock Haji 1€BBIM yXOM.

JleBymika B3BM3THYJIa OT y’Kaca U METHYJAach BHepea, He pazOupast gopord. B Tpu npbokka
JOCTHIIIA TIOJISTHKY, Te 0OBIYHO pa3Boguim Koctep. Ee nBa — u oHa B cBoeii 3emutsiHke. Kora 3a6u-
J1Iach MO IEPEBSHHBIN CTOJ, BCE TEJIO COTpsicalia KpyIHas Apoxb. B ronose He mpobderayio HU eAMHOM
MBICTH. B mipocBeTe ABepU NosBUIIACh TEHb. YiKac CKOBaJ TEJIO.

— JlagHo, AeBOYKa, BbUIa3b! — cMesAch, KpukHY Comnnec. Y noGaBu, orisiHyBIIMCh: — ThI ITpas,
Bpanec, ato ona! Hy 3auem ObL10 Tak myrarb-1o?

— Her, — mucknyB, Kora 3a6panack riy6sxke moa croi. — 1o He !

— Hy 4ro0 TBI Takoe ropopuib, — MATKo yeMexHyscs Comnuec. — A KTO ke — TBOU AyX?

— Tb1 MeHst noHuMaens? — 3amepeB, yTouHuiaa Kora. — Tel 4TO, 3Haelllb 3BEpHHBIN A3bIK?

Conpec HeylIepKMMO PacXOXOTaJICsl, TSDKeJIO OOJIOKAUMBAsICh Ha ABEPHOM IIPOEM.

— Ox, Kora, — TonbKo 1 CKa3ai OH, OTEPEB KYJIAKOM BBICTYIMBIIME CJIE3BI.

— Hy 4r0 oHa Tam? — HeTeprienuBo poOypuas Bpanec, 3arsaapiBast BHyTpb. — CKOJIBKO MOKHO
k1ath? Yy X BBICOYECTBO BOJIIEOHOTO MMHKA OXUAAET?

— Her-ner, — Toporuuo nporosopuiia Kora, myrasce B nanax. XBOCT TaK CUJIBHO KaJCsl K
’KMBOTY, YTO BOJIYMLIA €JIe MOIJIa UATHU. — 51 yxke BBIXOKY!

— To-T0, — poHMYHO yIBIOHYJCS Bpajec, OTTsAruBast oT mopora Bee ele XMXUKaoIIero opara.

Kora rimyboko BIOXHyNa U TPyCJMBO MOCEMEHIIA K BHIXOIY. BiHOBaTO cBOpavnBas Mopay Ha
OOK M ellle OTYassHHee MPUKUMash XBOCT K JKMBOTY, BBILIUIA U3 YKPBITHSA JoMa. Jlamsl npoxkanu u
MOCTOSTHHO MOATrUOANCh OT criadocTr. Bomrduiia GerrieHo Kocuia ri1a30M B CTOPOHY ITOUTH 3aTYXIIETO
KOCTpA.

— Bbl MeHs1 TOUHO ecTb He OyaeTe? — nmpoJasijia OHa.

Bparps neperisiHyIMch 1 pacCMestsINCh.

— He ceronus, — xproknyi ot cMexa Compec.

— CHavasia )KMpKy HarOHMM, — NIOAAAKHYJ Bpazec.

— Hy Bac, — oounenace Kora, HO HOrM Jpoxarh nepecTaiy.

IToTom HeMHOroO NogyMasa 1 OCTOPOKHO YTOYHMIIA!

— Yr0 co mHOI?

MyX4MHBI Cpa3y CTaIX CEPLE3HBIMU, CJIOBHO Becesbli X0XoT Kote s nocieimancs. Congec
PELINUTEIBHO B3AOXHY/I U MaXHYJ PYKOM.

— [oiinem, — 1 OBICTPO 3a11aran B CTOPOHY MOJISTHKY.

Mortozast BOTYMIa HECMEJIO MOTPYCHJIA CJIEIOM, IMOCTOSHHO OIIyLIasi M03a1d IPEPhIBUCTOE
neixanue Bpazmeca. OH uTo — cneaut, 4ToObl He cOexana? XBOCT CHOBA OIMYCTHJICS MEXIY Jaml U
TPYCJIMBO NPUKAICA K KUBOTY. DTO IBMAKEHHE HE YKPBUIOCH OT B30opa Bpazeca, HO OH TOIBKO MHO-
TO3HAYUTEIBHO XMBIKHYJI.

Conpec oCTaHOBWICS OKOJIO KEPTBEHHOro KamHs. Kak OXMBIIMHI WCIOJIWH B CBETE SIPKON
JIyHBl, KaM€Hb, Ka3aJ10Ch, AbllIaj1. MyKunMHa MOJOXMUII JIAIOHb Ha €ro HIepLIaBblil OOK M 3arOBOPUJL:

— M#bI BepHy/IUCh yepe3 4ac, HO Ha KaMHe YK€ HUKOro He Obl10. OOBIUHO, KOIIa Mbl BO3Bpa-
IIaeMcsl, TO TPUHUMAEM B CTalo HOBOTO BOJIKA. .. C TOOOM Bce MHaue, HO 3TO U HEYAMBUTEIBHO — ThI
nHas. Kyna nponana? Yro npouzonuio?

Kora norpsacenno momuana. Crasa? Hemuoro nomenmums, Conec BCKAHYI JIMLO K JIyHE U Kak
MOXHO Msrye MpOU3HEC:
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— B neHb coBepinieHHONIETH ST BOMH MPUHUMAET OT O0roB Besukui gap! Y mo mpru3Hakam nokpo-
BUTEJIbCTBA MOKHO TIOIBITAThCS YralaTh, KAKUM Oy/IeT UCTIBITAaHKE. . .

— Wcnbitanue? — gpoxarmm rojocom cripocuia Kora. Bee, uto roBopui ceituac Opar, OblI0
CJTMIIIKOM TYMaHHBIM, 3araJIouHbIM, HepeadbHbIM. HO ucIBITAHUE — 3TO Bcerjga MOHSATHO. TO To,
pamu yero oHu kuBYT. TO, 9TO 1aeT BO3MOXHOCTh pa3BUBaThCs. To, 4TO TPeOYIOT OT CMEPTHBIX OOTH.

— HeusBecTHO, 4TO MIpeACTOMT UMEHHO TeOe, Muasi, — ycrokausarole yiabpionyiacs Commec,
pelmB, 4To JeBOYKa ucyraiack. — Ho Mory ckazars omqHo. boru He 1aloT HCIbITaHWA, KOTOpbIe HaM
He 1o 3y0am. JIuims TBOW CTpax W HEyBepeHHOCTh B cebe MOryT momemarh mpoutu ero. M eciu
B TBOEH XWM3HM MPOMCXOIMT YTO-TO, UTO, KaK TeOe KaKeTcs, CIIOCOOHO TeOsl CJIOMATh. .. WM Jaxe
yOWUTh, BCIIOMHU MOM CJIOBA. DTO BaKHO. A Ternepb — cMoTpu!

Conpec maxHyn pykoi. Bpagec nomopiumics, HO MOJOIIEN K KAMHIO, pa3Bs3blBasi BEPEBKY
XOJIIIIOBBIX OpIoK. [ 'pyOast TKaHb COCKOJB3HYJIa C MYCKYJIMCTHIX HOT. [lepecTynuB yepes Tpsnky, Bpa-
Jec caesiall elle mar K KaMHIO ¥ ¢ Hac/laXIeHUEM MOTSHYJICS.

Kota HeBoibHO 3a1000Bajiach aTaeTHYeCKUM TesioM Opata. Hudero nuimHero, riaakas Koxa
JIOBUT CBET JIYHBI, MOJYEPKUBAsI TIePEJIMBBI HATPEHUPOBAHHBIX MBI XUITHUKA. Heoxunnanno Bpa-
nec OpocuJics BIIepe/1 M, COBEPIIIMB HaJl KAMHEM YMOTIOMPAYHUTENIbHBINA KYJILOUT, TPU3EMJIHIICS C TOU
CTOPOHBI Ha YeThIPE Jlambl ceporo 3Beps. Kora cynopokHO ckajla 4esllocTh U 033Ja4yeHHO cella Ha
3aJHULLY.

Conpec kuBHYN 1 Bpagec, cHoBa nopasuB KoTy akpoOaTiiecKuM MPbIKKOM, TTPU3EMITHIICS C
9TOM CTOPOHBI KaMH:1 yesioBekoM. He oueHs, mpaB/a, y1aqyHo MpU3eMIIWICS, Ha OAHO KosieHO. CKpHI-
HYB 3y0aMu, OH BCTaJI, C MPaYHbIM BHJIOM HATSHYJ OPIOKH M OTOIIET B CTOPOHY. Tam OTBepHYyJICcs,
CKPECTHB PYKH, U TIpoOypUast Mo HOC:

— YuuTh BCsIKMX 1IEHKOB... Ha uto Tpauy Bpemsi!

— Ho, Conpec, — ymonstionie 3ackyiuina Kora. — Tel e He gymaeliib, 4To 51 Tak cmory? ITo. ..
3TO... MPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO! HaBepHych uepenyIkoi o KaMeHb U IOMUHAH, KaK 3BaJIU. . .

— Jla TH cHayasa mompoOyil, — OpaT XWTPO CBEPKHYJ 3eJieHBIMH IJa3aMHU. — DTO HE Tak
CTpAIITHO, KaK KaxeTcsi o CTOpoHBL. 1 maxe, BOZMOXKHO, Thl TIPBITHEIIL TOPa31o yaauHee Bpageca.

My>x4rHa B3JPOTHYJ, CJIOBHO OT yrapa, 1 3a0ypyajt 4To-TO elle MpavyHee.

Kora crnotHyna u, 3akmMypuBIIMCh, Opocriiack K KaMHI0. HOo He paccunTania CKOPOCTH U €O
BCEro pazMaxy Bpe3asiach JIOOM. B ronose 3a3BeHes0, BOUMIIA TPAXHYIA YIIAMU U 3arljIeTaioeincs
MOXOJIKOW HarpaBuiach B ctopoHy. Conjec mepexBaThi CecTpy 3a 3arpuBOK U TIOTSHYJ 0OpaTHO,
[IPUrOBapUBasi C YCMEILIKOM:

— Tenepsb TO ke camoe, TOJIBKO C OTKPHITHIMU 1a3amu. Hy?..

Crapasich He oOpaIlaTh BHUMaHUS Ha TYJIKWI 3BOH B TOJIOBE M HA YXMBUISIONIYIOCS (PH3HOHO-
muio Bpaneca, Kota MeieHHO moruienach K KepTBeHHOMY KamHI0. B3/10XHYB, JIETOHBKO MOATPHIT-
HYJA... U HEOXKHUJAHHO ISl caMoi ceOs1 TepeBepHyach yepe3 rojoBy. KonoTs Horamu 1o BO3ayxy
Y BOMS1 YTO €CTh MOYH, Harasi JIeBOUKa JieTesia K 3emJie.

[Mmsk. Korta c1ab0 mpunogHsIack U O9yMesIbIM B30poM 0OBesia TIOJISTHKY, Kak OyITo He 3aMe-
Yasi 00paJOBaHHBIX OpaTheB.

— Hy Bot, — pagoctHo xJionny: B jajgomu Conjec. — A TO «CMOTy — He CMOTy». A Teriepb J1aBail
oopatro. U 1, Bpanec, Toxe.

C Mia CMHEIIa30ro MyKYMHbl MTHOBEHHO CITOJI3JIa PaIoCTHAS MOJYYJIBIOOYKA, 3araJ0uHbIM
00pa3oM MOCETHBIIAs TOTO YTPIOMOTO YeIOBEKa.

— A dero 5?7 — BO3MyTWICS OH. — Thl ¥ TaK MHE Ha IIIEI0 TIOCAIUII TY COIISTUYKY, TaK eIlie u...

— Oii, He Ha/I0, — IOMOPIIUBIIUCH, iepedmt Conaec. — KTo-To mocTossHHO TpeGoBal, YTOOBI
€My, HaKOHell, 1aJii [IIeHKa Ha BocnuTaHue. BoT u nonyyait. B cnepyiomumii pa3 nogymaeliib, pex/ie
YeM UYTO-TO MPOCHUTh. JKeaHusl, 3Haelllb JIU, UMEIOT OOBIKHOBEHHE UCTIONHATHCS !

Korta, cxaBmmch B KaJIKUiA KOMOYEK, PACHIMPUBIIUMHUCS I7Ia3aMH CMOTpesia Ha TiepeOpaHKy.

3710 3bIPKHYB Ha Hee XOJIOJHBIM CUHUM B3IJIs1I0M, Bpajnec nepeBepHysics B BOJIKA.
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— Hy uto, meHok, naBaii ckopee. PaHbllie HauHeM, paHbliie 3aKOHYUM.

— Hy Bot 1 cmaBHeHbKO, — noapIToxm Cosnzec. JIUIo ero BHOBb MPUHSIO Oe3MSITEKHOE BhIpa-
JKeHHUe, CIIOBHO Henpusi3Hb KoTe TOJbKO MoKasasach.

OH pasBepHyJIcsl ¥ OBICTPO TOIIaraa B CTOPOHY MocesieHusi, a Bpagec nmocemMeHus B Apyryio
CTOpOHY, He noxunasick Kory. U naxe Hu pa3y He omisiHy/ICS YOeAUThCS — UAET JiM OHa 3a HUM. Ho
JEBYIIKA M HE PACCUMTHIBAJIA HA TaKyIO IIEIPOCTh, OHA CIUIIKOM XOpoIIo 3Hana Opata. [Tostomy,
HE MelIKasi, JIMIIb HEMHOTO Jpoka, KoTa moanpeIrHysia HaJy KaMHeM, CTapasich TOBTOPUTh HEJABHUIA
Ky1b0uT. [Tomy4dnsock, TonbKo G0IbHO OBUTO MPU3EMIISATHCS. BOKY He 3ai1Ibl M HE KOIIKH, UX JIambl
HE CO3JIaHBbI J151 TOTO, YTOOBI TaK MpbiraTh. Ho IpyruM, cyas o Bcemy, 3To Hey10OCTB He JOCTABJISIIO.
Tak 4To0, CKOpee Bcero, HeyIoOCTBO — JIUIIIb JIMYHOE YoexaeHue KoTol.

Omna Gesxasia CJIeIoM 3a CHHErIa3bIM BOJIKOM M HEOXKHMIAHHO OTMETHIa B cebe Bce BO3pacTa-
Iollee OLyIeHue MoryniecTsa. Bece BOKpyr yciyxmBo noguuHsiock. OHa 3Haja, 0 YeM IMOeT MpH-
KAMAIOIIMIACS K 3eMJIe BETep, O YeM IIermuyT pa3auuHble 3anmaxu. Yysiia, 94To TBOPUTCS HA KUJIO-
MeTpbl BOKpYT. Bpaaec yxe He ObLT TeM MPaYHbIM U CAPKACTUYHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO OHA BCETAa
3Hasa. Ceityac OH ObUT MPOCTO CTApIIMM, KOTOPBIM AaBal YeTKHe W KOHKpeTHbIe 3a1anus. Bmecre
OHM 3aroHsum 1o0buy. Kota BriepBeie npodoBaia kKpoBb. HoBbIE OIIyIieH s, HOBbIE 3HAHMS 3ar10-
HSUJTM BOJTYMILY, KaK KUBUTEJIbHbIE KAIUTK BJIAryk 3acoxiiee pactenue. Houb kazanach OECKOHEUHBIM
HacnaxaeHnem. Bee Teno cnanko meno mipu Oere, TakoM OBICTPOM, YTO KYCTHI CIMBAJIMCh B OIHY
3€JIEHYI0 M0JIOCY.

Pano wim no3aHo Bee 3akaHumBaercs. Kota ycranasi, HO 04eHb IOBOJIbHAS, TIOUTH BaJIbSKHO
NepeBepHyJIach HaJl KAMHEM. Pa3BaJIMBIIIMCH HA CBIPOM OT YTPEHHEW POChl TPaBe, CJaJOCTHO MPOTSi-
HyJna:

— A mouemy s paHblllie He 3HasIa 000 BceM 3ToM? Kak BBl yMyIpsTUCh CKPhIBAaTh TaKoe?

U TyT ke noyumna no jumiy. MeTkum 6pockom Bpajsiec «mpeiokit» JeByIKe ONeTh IITaHBbI.
Huuyts He oOupaeBimch, — ceituac Kora roroBa Obuta mpoCTUTh OpaTy U OoJblliee, — OHA Becesio
HaTSHYJIa XOMIIOBbIe OpIoKU. V1 cCHOBa BOITPOCUTENBHO yCTaBIIach Ha Bpaneca.

— JIpbIXHYTh HaJI0 MEHBIIIE, — HEOKMIAHHO JOOPOLYIITHO YCMEXHYJICS CHHEIIa3blil aTieT. — Mbl
BCerjga yxoauM Ha paccete. K obemy crasi Bo3Bpamiaercs, a Thl B 9TO BpeMsl TOJIBKO COM3BOJIHIIb
JIEBBI I71a3 IPUOTKPHITh. . .

— U 40, Tenepp HykHO BCcTaBaTh Ha paccBere? — yxacHysaach Kora. — Kaxplii jeHn?!

— Ara, — xuTpo comurypuiics Bpanec v, HacIaquBIIMCh CTPAAATbYeCKUM BUIOM CECTpbI, pas-
BepHyJics. HacBuCThIBas Becenyio MeIoauio, ObICTPO HAIIPABHJICS B MOCEJIOK.

— Konen koteHKy, — mpauHo noapitoxuia Kora. — Tounee, 1IEHKY. . .

Ternepp XKM3Hb MpOTEKana KpaiiHe 3HepruyHo. KoTa BcTaBana Ha paccBeTe, BIPUITPBIKKY
Oexasa 3a HeTepneIMBHIMU OpaThsiMU. BMecTe ¢ HIMU HOCMIIACh 110 JiecaM, 00yJasiCh KU3HH 3BEpsl.
[Mocne oxoTsl Oe3 cuIl Bajisilach Y KOCTpa, C OTBpAILICHUEM IJIssl Ha TO, KaK OpaThsl C aleTuTOM
YHUUTOXAIOT 0Obvy. OHa Tak ycTaBasia, uyTo ObUla HE B CMJIaX MPOIJIOTUTH U Kycouka. [Totom Oec-
crpacTHbIi Bpagec 6pai cecTpy 3a IIKMPKY U TAIIWII Ha MOJISHY TSl TPEHUPOBOK. U eciti paHblIie oHa
ApaJiach TOJIBKO KOTI/Ia XOTesNa, TO Tereph €€ HaTaCKUBAJIM TaK, TOYHO AEBYIIIKA J0JKHA OblIa BCKOpE
cpakaThCsl O[IHAa MPOTHB BOOPY:KEHHOU ToMIbl. BeuepoM, efiBa MoxeBaB 4TO-TO, MPOCTO Majaia Ha
TMOJICTUJIKY . .. YTOOBI TPOBAJISATHCS BCIO HOUb, OXKUAASI TPUXO/Ia M3MEHUYHUBOTO CHA.

N wemynpeno. Beap Kota cronbko sier 6oapcTBOoBaia HoYaMu, OTChINasich AHeM. Tero, mpu-
BBIKIIIEE K MTHOMY pEXHMMY, MepeMeHbl He 0100psiio. BripoyeMm, MyunTenbHast OECCOHHMIIA TIPOAOI-
’aach Hefouro. JleByika cCHoBa crasa o Hoyam yoeratsb B Jjiec. [IpaBaa, Terepb OHa HOCHJIACh 110
KycTam B oOpasze Bomumibl. M 310 nocrasisiio emie Gomblne ynoBoiaberBus. OnHa, 6e3 Be3aecynmx
OparbeB, OECKOHEUHBIX 33/IaHU 1 ITPOBEPOK.

Kora cmibHO moxyrena u ofHOBpeMeHHO oKperuia. HUKTO co cTopoHbI He cMor Obl U TIpe/Io-
JIOKHTB, YTO TO CYOTUIILHOE CYIIECTBO, OOJIbIIIE MOX0Xkee Ha Th(ha U3 CKa3KH, He MOPTHYB I71a30M,
YJIOXKHUT 32 pa3 TPeX BOOPYKEHHBIX BOMHOB. [IpUIIIOCh HAYUYUTHCS BBICHINIATHCS, JIOBSI CIIOKOMHBIE
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MUHYTHI B Te4eHUe JHS Ui HouM. [1on yTpo oHa yxke He yXoziuia B [OCENOK, a MPOCTO K/Aaj1a OXOThI
B Kycrax. U npemasna, BoccTaHaBIMBasi CUJIbI TIOCIIE HOYHOTO 3a0era.

B onno Takoe noroxee yrpo Kota ycnbimana ronoca OparseB. He crnieria BBIXOAUTH, OHA TOTIbI-
TaJIaCh YXBaTUTh 32 XBOCTHK YCKOJIB3AIOIMUI COH. YTO-TO Takoe OECKOHEYHO MPUSATHOE OBUIO B BUJIE-
HUM, OYEHb HE XOTEJIOCh OTITycKaTh ero. K Tomy ke, Ha nmoisHKy npuiuia He Bes crast. Tonbko Congec
u Bpazec ycenuch o jepeBoM U, JOKUAAIUCH OCTATIbHBIX, THXO Pa3rOBapUBAJIH.

— OHa oueHb OBICTPO YUUTCS, — OOBUHSIIOIIUM TOHOM IpopoHu Bpagec. — 1 Hukoraa Takoro
HE BUJEJL.

HeyemHoe 000IBITCTBO B MOMEHT CITyTHYJIO BCE OCTATKH MSTKOTO TyMaHa CHOBHICHUI, OKY-
TBIBAIOILETO I'OJIOBY ACBYILKH. Kota TMXOHBKO MMPpUIIOJHAIACH, IPUCTYIINBASACH.

— He By B 3TOM HMUYEro IJIOXOro, — MATKO Bo3pas3ui yasidaommuiicss Connec. — Hackonbko
s TIOMHIO, TBI TOXe HUCTIOb30BaI JIIOOYI0 BOBMOKHOCTb, YTOOBI TIOTPEHUPOBATHC.

— Jla, — Bpajiec ¢ HENpUsA3HBIO CKOPYMIICS, CIIOBHO CJIOBA IOCTABIISIIN (pr3rdeckyio 60ib. — Ho
Jaxe 51 He TIOCTUraJl Bce HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO.

— U 310 Tebs 3ameBaeT, — TUXO paccMesiyicsl 3eJIeHOIa3blil Kpacasell. — JIeB4oHKa ObICTPO
oOCKakasa HaCTaBHHKA, Tbl 1 3JIMIIBCA.

Bpanec momua 3acones, JIMIib pa3apakeHHO TPSXHYB CEION YEJIKOM.

— Jla namHO TeGe, Opat, — mpumupuTesbHO ckaszan Congec. — Kora BooOie HeoObuHa. U ere
HEU3BCCTHO, YTO 3Ta IIPOpBa BLITBOPUT HA CBOEM II€PBOM UCIIBITAHUH.

— B Tom 1 fieno, — xmypo OypkHYJI Bpajiec, cBepkasi CHHUIMU TJ1a3aMu. — A BIPYT, HE BBITBOPUT?

— A, — c rpyctbio yneiOonyscst Conzec. — Thl BCHOMHII CBOE UCTIBITaHKE. Bpazec, cToibko Bpe-
MEHH TIPOIILIO, a Thl BCE Ka3HUIIIb ceOsl. . .

— Buna most, — Bciibuit Opat. — M HakazaHue moe!

— WNuorpa obcrosTenscTBa Bhille Hac, — Comjiec ycroKanBarolle MoXJIonal Toro 1o crnuHe. Bpa-
JIeC HEpBHO Tepe/iepHy.I IIeYamMu. 3eIeHOIa3blii HAXMYPHJICS U TPOJOIIKIIL: — Thl He JOMKeH cebs
BHUHUTD. I[a Jaxe €CJIM U TaK — BUHA HE TOJIBKO TBOS.

— Ho ona nomnatunack 3a Hac 060ux! — ¢ 601160 B rojioce mpocToHas Bpajnec. — A 51 5KuB, gaxe
HE MOoCTpajall.

— Mm1 BooOOIIIe OYeHb KMBYUYH, — paccesiHHO YabIOHyscsa Conpec. W, XJIONHYB JIQJIOHBIO TI0
3emJie, pe3Bo Bckoumsl. — CoBceM He 00s3atesbHO, uto KoTta moBTOopHT TBOIO Heyaady, Bpanec. U
XBaTHUT aCCOIMMPOBATH OCIHYIO JEBOUYKY CO CBOMM ITPOBAJICHHBIM UCIIBITAHUEM. ThI M ee 3aItyrai 10
CMEpPTH, U ceOs1 TOJTBKO U3MYUHII.

— OHa u3nMIHe paccesiHHAa U CAMOHA/IesIHHA, — YIIPSMO Bo3pasui Bpanec.

— Ara, — xuTpo corypui 3enensie masa Congec. — [Ipsimo Best B TeOs1!

VYV Bpazeca nepexBaTuiio JbIXaHHWE€ OT Takoro 3aspieHus. OH XBaTaJl pTOM BO3[yX, HO HE
HallleJicsl, YTO CKa3aTh, U oTBecH TyMaka. Conjec TyT ke oTBeTWI. Bparks cuenuiauck u, xoxoya,
MOKaTUIMCh IO 3emiie. Bekope Bbicokuid Conec BBIBEPHYIICS U3 HENKHX OOBSITUI CHHErNIa30ro
atiera, MPbIrHYJ Yepe3 KaMeHb M Cepblil BOJIK OpOCHIICs B vally Jieca. Bpasiec Toxe curanyn uepes
KaMeHb, U CEION BOJIK MCUE3 CJIEJIOM.

Kota nonskoM BbLie3/1a U3 KOMo4uX KycTtoB. O3aJjaueHHO I0YecasB JIaroi 3a yXOoM, OHa [IOCMOT-
peJia BCies BOJIKaM:

— Y10 )€ 3a UCTbITaHKUE TaKoe?

— Kora! — Becenblii okpuk Kynpsisoro Koeca 3actaBuil BOTUMIy MOJCKOYUTH OT HEOKUIAHHO-
cru. — Hy, e el nmponagaenis? Mbl TeOs1 Be3/ie MIeM, MPOTHBHAS IeBUOHKA!

Kora pagoctro 3aBuiisiia xBoctroM. KoBec ObLT HACTONBKO CBETIION JIMYHOCTBIO, YTO MOT TTAPOi
CJIOB UCIIPAaBUTh CAMOE y’KaCHOE HACTPOEHHUE.

— Bac xkJy, — XuxukHyJa oHa. — Bel uTo, Bce pazom npocnaau?

Oma permia He YIIOMHMHATh, 4TO Buzena OparbeB. Tak, Ha BCsikuil ciydail. Bpanec He mpoctur
HUKOI'J]a, €CJIM Y3HAET, YTO OHa MOJC/IyIlaja pa3roBop.
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— Jla TeI uTO, anru oobenack? — yauBuiics: KoBec, TpSAXHYB pblkeld TONOBOM. — MBI ke CerogHs
B TOpoJ] cOOpATUCh — Ha MPa3IHUK ypoxkast!

— Oi1, — Kora ynuBnenHo npuxkana ymuy. OHa Tak /ajia 3Ty BbUIa3Ky B TOPOJ, @ caMa COBCEM
3a0blj1a O TIPE/ICTOSAIIEM KYCOUKE CBOOO/IBI.

T'opon 6611 YeM-To HepeaTbHbIM, 3HAKOMBIM JIUIIIH CO CJIOB APYTrvX. YniiBa MHOTIA e3111a Ty/a,
12 ¥ TO ed KakIblid pa3 npuxoausiock ynpammusars Congeca. OH o4eHb He JII0OWI, KOr/a sKeHIIMHA
HayMHaJIa medeTaTh Mpo TOpokaH, PO HPaBbl OOBIYHBIX JIOJEH, CUUTAast BCE STH Pa3rOBOPHI JOCY-
KAMHU CIUIETHSIMHU.

Boskak pacckaspiBall, YTO KOIJa-TO MO3BOJIMJI MOJIOJOH JKEHIIMHE ocTaThes npu crae. Congec
ObLT BBIHY’KJIEH 9TO ClIeaTh, TaK Kak UniIBa HECKOJIBKO JHEH Opojnia BOKPYT KePTBEHHOTO KaMHS.
Esne ’kuBasi OT OTUasIHUSA U CKOPOM, OHA pa3bICKMBajia HOBOPOXKJICHHYIO IeBOUKyY. KoTy yske mpuHsim
B CTal0 U TIO TPAJUIIMsM BEepHYTb BOMH ee He cMor Obl. A YmiBa rotoBa Obuta yMepeTb, HO YUTH
He coramanack. Conjec B3sUl € KEHIIMHBI KJISATBY MOJYaTh O TalHOW *kM3HU BOUHOB. C Tex mop
UuBa KMBET B HEOOJIBIIION MaiaTke, TOTOBUT €/y... M He UMeeT MpaBa BMEIINBAThCS B JIeja CTau
1 B Bocriutanue Kotbl.

W, coxpaHsisi BEpHOCTB KJISITBE, ITPO 3aMOK Xaplia OHA TOKE HUYEro HEe paccKasbiBajla, HECMOTPS
Ha HeyeMHoe JioOonbITcTBO KoTel. Bpagec, KOTOpbIil ObUT HACTABHUKOM AEBYIIKH, HAa BOIPOCHI
TOJIKO MOPIIIWICS U OTBEYAJ, YTO JIOAY HEAOCTONHBI BHUMAHUS CTau... €CIIM He miataT. YTo 31o
3HaumT, KoTa He moHnMana, Ho yTOUHUTH Oosiack. Bpasec npesupait monei, HecCMOTpst Ha TO, YTO
BCer/ia C yA0BOJIbCTBUEM XOAWJI Ha JIECHbIE CBUJAHUSI C IEPEBEHCKUMHU JIEBYILIKAMHU.

— Bor Tebe u «oit», — mogmurnyn Kosec. — Ho pa3 Tbl He X0Ouellb, Mbl pelIiii He Opath TeOsl.
Ocranenibes 1oMa Ha napy ¢ Bpagecom.

— Her-Her, — ucniyranno 3ataparopuia Kora. — [ ¢ Bamu! 3... a Connec nomaer?

JleByIiIKa OCTOPOKHO MOJHSIACK, CTAPasiCh, YTOOBI IOHOIIIA HE 3aMETHI IPOKH B JIamax.

— Conpiec o ienam yxoamr, — HeoxkugaHHo norpycraen Kosec. — [Ineii Ha aBaauars. Hy naaHo,
naBaii ckopee. .. ToNbKO y4TH, €Cu MO IeNIb B TAKOM BU/IE, BCEX KEHUXOB pacIlyraelib oyem 3psi!

Kora Bcrana kak BkonanHasi. OHa ke coBceM 3a0blia nepeBepHyThcs. Bot xoporma! Tak crano
KOM(OPTHO B BOITYbEM TeJie, YTO 3a0bljia M3HAYAIbHOE COCTOSIHHUE.

IToka neBymika npsirana, Kosec ycnen ncue3nyts. HaBepHsika yxke B OCeske — IepeoieBaeTCsl.
OHa HeOBOJIBHO MOMOPIIWIACh. EIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO cefiuac OTPAaBISUIO KU3Hb — HEOOXOAUMOCTD
3aMaTbhIBaTh TOILEE TEJIbLIE B LIEJIBI BOPOX TPAIOK, KOTOPbIE C HECKA3aHHOM PafoCThi0 Kyluia A1
Hee KOPMUJIMLIA.

B nocenke Oypnuna xu3Hb. MyX4MHBI, XOX04a ¥ IOATPYHHUBAsI APYT HAJ IPYroM, 00Iavdasrch
B CTpaHHbIe ofie:kAbl. [Ipruem, Aenanu 3To ¢ 3aBUAHBIM MPOBOPCTBOM. VIM sIBHO 3TO OBLIO HE BIEp-
BOI1. MHOIOUHMCIIEHHBIE 3aCTEKEUYKH C PAJOCThIO MOAUMHSLINCH JTOBKKUM nanbliaM Jlomneca. Ha Hem
yXke KPacoBaJICS M3SIIIHO PACIIMTHIN 30JI0TOM KaM30J1, BOPOT CUsLIT OSJTM3HOM YKCTeHIen pyOarik.
MyckynucTbie HOru OOTSTUBaIN OJIECTSINME IITaHbI, 3alIPABICHHBIE B BHICOKHE 30JI0YEHBIE CATTOTH.
Kora BriepBbIe Buiesia CypoBOro BOMHA B MOJOOHOM NETYIIMHOM OfIEK 1€ U MPLICHYJIA B KYJIAYOK, YeM
3aciIyKuia CHUCXOOUTENIbHbINA B3IJIsAL.

A BOT YBapocy Hayka oOnayeHus HUKAaK He J1aBajiach, U 3TO CIIPOBOLMPOBAJIO B €T0O aJpec
Mope HacMmellek. B ouepenHo# pa3 3amyTaBIIMCh B IITAHUHAX, APEHb PYXHYJ Ha 3emilo. ['ycTbie
CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI 3aKPBUIH 37Ty10 TpuMacy. Kota Tskeno B310XHyna, MOCOYyBCTBOBAB Opary, CripaBe/-
JIMBO TONIarasi, yTo ceiyac OyJeT BHIISIETh He JIyUIlle, ¥ C OMacKOH MojIoNuIa K aKKypaTHO CIIOKEH-
HOH CTOIKE Pa3HOIBETHBIX Ofesk/. [TOKOMaBIIMCh B TPsilbe, BRIOpaia MJIMHHYIO TOMYITPO3PAYHYIO
pyOaxy. DTo OHa 3HaeT, Kak ofeBaThb. [IpumMepHO Tako# OaslaxoH OHa pa3ozpaia Ha aepese. Pacnpa-
BUB MSATKYIO TKaHb TIO TeJly, JIeBYIIKA MSTEpPHEN IMpryecasa YepHble BOJIOCH U OOBSIBIIIA:

— Hy Bce, s roroBa. [Tomum!

Yewm BbI3BAJIa qUKKi roror. He monnmasd, B yem neito, Kora omtanena cedd:

— Yro? 3asom Harnepen ozena?
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— Her, neBouka, — yrupas cnessl, npoctoHai Kponoc. — IIpocto, nosiBUCh Thl B TAKOM BU/IE Ha
IUIOIA/IM, HaM TIPUAETCS BCTYIaTh B BOWHY, KOTOpask HECOMHEHHO pa3BsiKeTcs !

— Ia, mMbl Oyziem 3aiminaTh Te0si 1O MOCTIeAHEro B3/10Xa, — Beceno noaaakayn Kosec.

— §1 4T0, Tak MJI0XO BBIVISAKY? — PACCTPOUIIACH JEBYILKA.

— la Her, — nonepxHyJcs Kponoc, meku ero HeMHOTo rnopo3osesu. — CoBceM Jaske Ha00O0pOT.
Bor TonbKO, 0010Ch, KENAIONIMX MOBOCXHIIATHCS CTOIb HE3EMHOM KpacoTor OyeT CJIMUIIIKOM MHOTO.

— Of1, uto Thl! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA YniBa, ypOHUB MEIHBIN Ta3 ¢ BoAoi. KopMuimiia Tonpko 4to
BhIIILTa U3 nanatky Comjieca U mocnenmia K JeBylike, MpepBaB MOTOK 3yOocKaibCcTBa. — [Jama He
JOJIKHA ofieBaThes cama. [j1st 3Toro ectsb Ciyru. . .

— Jla kakas s jama, — nokpacHesa Kora. — U ciyru tonbko y xanskeit!.. Tak roopun Bpagec.

— Jla THI BCe paBHO caMa He CITPaBHIILbCS, — Oe3arne/uIsIIMOHHO 3asBuia YunBa, NpuTaruBasi K
ce0e BOCTIUTaHHUILY. — DTO HETIOA00AIONINIA BUJL U151 TPUIMYHON JeBYIIKH. Tak OneBaioTCsl TOBKO. . .

JKenmyHa BOpyr 3aMoiyajia U METHYJIA YHUUMKUTESIbHBIN B3IJISI/I B CTOPOHY XMXUKAIOLLIETO
Kponoca:

— Jla maxe onu Tak He ofeBaioTcs! M moka s )KuBa, Thl HAa JTIOAU Oy/eIIb BHIXOAUTH TOJBKO B
MPWIMYHON ofiek ie!

Kote Huuero He ocraBajnoch Jenarh, Kak NOIYMHUTHCS. Beap oHa xorena yBUAETh MOHCTpA
T0/T HA3BaHUEM «3aMOK Xaplla», KOTOPBIN TaK MPe3nupaioT Opathbs, 1 Ooutcsa kopmuimia. Cepaeuko
CTPAIITHO KOJIOTHJIOCH TIPH OIHOM MBICJIH O TOXO/I€, HO JIEBYIIIKA HU 32 YTO Obl HE IPU3HAJIACH B 9TOM,
Aenasi BUJl, YTO TOKE UTHOPUPYET FOPOJ U €ro KUTEJIEeH.

[Monynpo3pavnas pyOarika okas3ajgach HHKHMM IUIaTheM, Ha KOTOpPOE HAlleBaJloCh CTPaHHOE
COOpYXeHUe, UMeHyeMoe UMIIBOI «KOpCeT».

— Ai! — Bo3Myl1eHHO BcKpuKHYsIa Kota, korja kopMuwiuna ¢ cujoi NOTSHYJIa IIHYPOBKY Ha
cnuHe. — YTo 370 ellie 3a opyaue MbITOK?

— MHoraa 310 opyaue MBITOK cracaeT KU3HH, — MpoOypuasia KpacHasi OT HATYTU JKEHIIMHA,
BITAsICh YTAHYTH Taynio KoThl ele cuiibHee.

My>X4rHBI C MTHTEpecoM HaOJII01aIH 3a porieccoM ooadeHust KoTel B «IPUIIMYHYIO ONIEK LY.

— Tbl MeHs1 3a1yIUIIIb, — TPOXPUIIENa MOOJeAHEBIIAs OT HelocTaTKa Bo3ayxa Kora, oTOphIku-
BasICh OT HACTOMYMBOW B CBOEM cTpeMyieHrH YniBbl. — Xouenb MeHst youts?! [yctu!

— Tak Ha/l0, — YNOpHO TBEpAMIIA Ta, LETMKO yAepkuBas BepTsulyocs Koty, — motom cnacu6o
CKaXelllb. ..

— A eciu cKaxy «cracubo» ceiyac, Thl OT MeHsI OTCTaHellb? — U3BUBAJIACH JICBYIIIKA.

Hakonen, Yunsa pemmia, uyto tamus KoTel JocTaTOYHO TOHKA M OTCTynuja. [IeByiika xorena
ObLIIO 00JIETYEHHO B3I0XHYTh, HO HE YAJIOCh. [lpIIanock BOOOIIE C TPYIOM, IJIeUX B3AbIMAIUCh, HO
BO3/IyXa SIBHO HE XBaTaJIO — OHA BCIO KU3Hb IPUBbIKJIA ABIIIATH IOJTHON I'PYABIO.

— Jlio6ombiTHO, — KOTa olfynana nmoyTy BhINPHITMBAIOIIME U3 KOPCETa MaJIeHbKHE TPy, — TaK
1 107kHO ObITh? Olt! YTo 3107

JleBy1iKa ¢ y)kacoM cieauia, Kak YuiBa HeceT K Hell BOPOX pPa3HOLBETHOM OJEK/Ibl.

— [Inatbe, — kopMIIIHIIa OpOCKIIA K HOTaM BOCIIMTAHHHUIIBI TPSAIKUA U C OOJIETYeHUEM B3J0X-
HyJa. — YK€ IIOYTH BCE.

— HeseposTho, — notpsicenHo npoiuentaia Kora. ConpoTUBIATECS CHII HE OCTANIOCh, TI0O3TOMY
OHA JIMIIb CIeIUIa B3MJISIOM 32 MAHUITYJISIMSIMUA KOPMIJIMILIBL, 3Hasl, YTO camMa HH 3a 4TO Obl He
CyMeJia 3TO IOBTOPUT.

—OnuH. .. 1Ba... YeThIpe, — XOPOM CUMTAII MYKUHMHbI KOJIMUECTBO HajieBaeMbIX Ha KoTy 1000K.

Caepxy Bcero 3Toro Bopoxa Yunssa Bogpy3uiia IJ1aThe U3 TSHKEJIOr0 MaTepruaa ¢ MHOKECTBOM
3acTekeK M 3aBs304ek. Kora juinb crierka mokaunBaiach, 0OpeueHHO HaOmoaast 3a MPOBOPHBIMU
nasipliaMu Tod. JKeHIMHA co 3HaHMEM [iela paclpeessia CJ0KHY KOHCTPYKIMIO 10 TOHEHbKOW
(urypke neByLIKH.
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— Kora! — tiiatensHo n3obpaxas 6naroropeitHoe norpsiceHune, BockimkHyn Kponoc. — Jla T,
OKa3bIBaeTCs, KEHIIMHA !

— Kak s HeHaBMXYy 3T0! — €O 3710CTHIO OTBeTHIa KOTa, C 3aBUCTBIO MOCMaTpUBas Ha MYKUHH.
Tenepb UX ONEK/IBI YKe HE Ka3aJIUCh CTOJb CIIOKHBIMU U HeJleTIbIMU. [10 cpaBHEHMIO ¢ KOJIMYECTBOM
TPATIOK, YTO MPHIIUIOCH HAIIETTUTh Ha ceOs1, 0OJIeraiolye MTaHbl ¥ KaM30JIbl BBIIISIACTN (PUTOBBIMU
JIMCTOYKAMHU.

— O, 6oru! — U3yMJICHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI BepHYBIHiics Bpanec. — Uro 3a uyyeno?!

— DTO BCEro JMIIb 51, — pacTepsiHHO MUcKHYna Kora.

— UYro THI cienana ¢ 6eHOM AeByoHKoM, Ynnsa? — Bpajec o3a1aueHHO rokava royioBoit. Kora
HECKa3aHHO YAUBWJIACh TAaKOU peakiuu. — Yero oHa Takasi KpacHasi?

— Tak Beap Kapko OYeHb, — €Ba AbIIIA, MPoOJIesia AeBYIIKA.

— A nouemy ryosl Torga Oespie? — IpUIOAHSIT OPOBH CHHETJIa3blid MyKUMHA.

— Ipimath TpyaHO, — nouty mporrentana Kora.

— Tb1 mosTOMY I71a3a TaK BBIMy4MsIa? — IEIOBUTO YTOYHMI Bpazec.

— TeGs OBl B KOpCET 3aTSAHYTh, — IPOBOpYasa ysi3eieHHass Kora.

— A MHe 1o cTaTycy He MOJIOKEHO, — €IKO YcMexHyJIcst Bpagec 1 o6patiiicsi K KOpMUJIHLIE: —
Uem ke OHa Tak MPOBUHUIACH? XOTsI, KOHEYHO, [T MPOMUIAKTUKU HAMI0, a TO, KaK Obl COBCEM OT
pyK He otOmiack... Ho BrioHe xBaTujio Obl pyOariku aa capadaHa.

— Ha? — ¢ nagexou nepecripocuia Kota, orsisiipiBasicb Ha KOPMUJIMILY.

Ho Ta 6puta HempekJIOHHa.

— DT0 ofek/1a MPOCTHIX CEISTHOK. MIHTepecHO, Kak BbI AymaeTe, IOCMOTPSAT Ha rpyIiny Oorato
OZIETHIX MYXYMH, COITPOBOKIAIONINX CENISTHCKYIO MPOCTYIIKY ?

— OHa npaBa, — ¢ cokajieHueM rokauas rojsoso Bpagec. Kora ormeruna, 4to Myk4rHa MO4TH
UCKpeHeH. — UnsBa OoJble 3HAeT O KU3HU FOpOXkaH, HA/I0 €€ CIIYIIaTh... €CIM Thl JeUCTBUTEIBHO
XOYellb Ty[a MONTH, XOTsI, JINYHO 51 He IOHUMAIO — 3aU€eM.

— Xouy! — nmpocronana Kora. OHa Toxe He 3HaJla — 3a4eM, HO pBajlach Ha STOT MPA3JHUK HU30
BCEX CHJI M Jake TOTOBA ObLiIa MEPEHECTH IBITKY IIATHEM.

— Bce Oyayt omersl B Jydinvie Hapsiibl, — Bopyajia HEYrOMOHHas1 UniBa, MbITasiCh PEe3HBIM
KOCTSIHBIM I'peOHeM pacuecaTb YepHbIE JIOXMbl BOCHUTAHHUIIBL. — U 1 He X041y, YTOOBI MOSI IEBOYKA
BBITJISIZIENIA XyKe JPYTUX AaM.

Ona ynoxwuia Bosiocskl KOThI Ha 3aThIJIKE B TYTOH Iy4OK. 3aTeM aKKypaTHO BbIHYJIA U3 OOJTBIION
KPYIJION KOPOOKH HEUTO, TIOXOsKee Ha MIKYPY PbIKEro KOTa, ¥ MPUHSLIACH TPUIaXKHUBATh 3TO HA TOJIOBY
JEBYIIKH.

— UYro 310? — moTpsiceHHo cripocuiia Kota, pacimmpuBimmmucs riazamMu Habmoaast 3a IeCTBU-
ssvu Ywmnsel. Cyzs 1o aunam OpatbeB, Te TPeObIBAIN B TAKOM K€ IIIOKe.

— INapuk, — cHUCXOOUTENBHO OOBSICHUIIA KEHITMHA. — Takol MIMKapHBIN IBET BOJIOC HEOObI-
YaifHO pelloK B 9TUX KpasiX, a M3JUIIIHee BHUMaHKe Tebe ceiiuac HU K Yemy.

«Henp3s gomyctuth, 4TOOB XOTh KTO-TO 3alIOJO3PHJI B JIEBUYIIKE OYb IPEKHEro Xapiia», —
nobasuiaa Ynssa mpo cedss. OHa OTCTynIIa Ha mapy Iaros, 1a0bl OIIEHUTh CBOE TBOpeHue. Tskeno
B3JIOXHYB, OTMeTHIIa, uTo KoTa Bee 60sTbilie CTAHOBHUTCS TTOXOkEH Ha OTIIa, 0COOEHHO 3TO OBUIO BUITHO
B pbikeM napuke. M TospKko (purypkoi v IBETOM BOJIOC J€BOYKa Ioiuia B MureH.

Cne3a ckaTuiach 1o 1ieke KopMiHiLibL. JlioOrMas xo3s1iiKa Beerja Ha3biBaia YWIIBy MOIPYTOil.
EnuHCTBEHHOM, KpoMe Myska, KTo ObUT OMM30K Xapuecce. YuBa 10 CHX MOp TOJIKOM He 3Hajia, YTo
CJIyYWJIOCh TOM CTPAIIHOW HOYbIO. 3a BCE KPATKOBPEMEHHBIE TIOXO/Ibl B TOPOJ] OHA HU C KEM HE pas3-
roBapuBaia. C OHOU CTOPOHBI OT OOIIEHUS CIEPKUBAJIO oOeranue, JanHoe Colecy, a ¢ IPyrowu. . .
oHa Oosutack 10 cMepty. OHa He BUJENA JIMII HATABIIMX HA Hee B CTPAIIHYI0 HOYb M TIOJ03peBasa
KaKJIOTO MYKYMHY B TOM, YTO OH ObUI B psiax pa30oiHUKOB. [1apa ciioB o 1eHe ToBapa Ha Oa3ape —
BCE, UTO MOIJIa ceOe MO3BOJIUTD ObIBIIAS CTY)KaHKa XapIecChl.

— Yro ¢ Tob0#? — ucmyranHo crpocuia Kora, 3ameTuB, uto YniiBa paccTpousack.
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— Th1 yxe Takas Oombllas, — CKBO3b Clie3bl yIbIOHYIach Ta. — COBceM B3pociasi KEHIIUHA.

— Bor yx 4ero MeHsllie Bcero XoTesaoch, — HeIoBOJIbHO Tpodypyuaia Kora.

— MHTepecHo, MBI XOTh K Beuepy jJo0epeMcs 10 ropoaa? — O CKyYaloliM BUJIOM YTOUHHIT
Asec.

UuBa, BCTPENEHYBIIHCh, CXBaTHIA TIOCKYI0 KOPOOOUKY M MIPUHSIACH KOJIIOBATh HAJ| JINUH-
KoM JieBymky. Kota, omapariieHHas erie Oosbliie, My>KeCTBEHHO TeprieJia M3MbIBATEIbCTBA, CTAPAsICh
HE YMXaTh OT 00JIaKka CTPaHHOW OO MbUIH, YTO BHJIOCH BOKPYT T'OJIOBBI.

— Bce-Bce, — TOpOIIMBO MojiBesia UTOr KOPMUJIMILIA, 3aXJI0NbIBasi KOpoOouky. Kora ¢ obGnerye-
HUEM B3JI0XHYJIa M TYT K€ 3aKalulslach OT MOIABILEro B ropraHb NOpoIiKa. B pailoHe NoscHULIBI
YTO-TO MOAO3PUTEINILHO LLEJIKHYJIO.

— OcropoxHeii, — ucryraiach Ymisa. — Crapaiicsi JplIIaTh TUXO-THXO0, YTOOBI HE MOPBAJIACh
IIHYypOBKa KOpceTa.

— [omnwiTatock, — mpoBopyasia AEBYIIKa, OCTOPOKHO cTynas. Horu BTUCHYTHI B y3KHE KOKaHbIE
KOJIOIKM. BbiBepHYB cTomy, mokaunynach. EBa coxpaHuB paBHOBECHE, OHA C 10CaA0i POU3HECHa: —
Kak B aTOM X07157T?!

— IIpocro He cTymail Ha MATKY, — nocoBeToBayia YniBa. — CHavana Ha HOCOYEK. A Jyuile
BOOOIIE cTapaicsi XOOUTh Ha HOCOYKAX, COBCEM HE IMEepeHOCs Bec Tejaa Ha MATKY. DTO T00aBUT
MOXOJIKE KEHCTBEHHOCTH.

— 910 106aBUT errie OoJbIe TPyAHOCTeN! — pocToHana Kora, meitasichk mocaeoBaTh COBETY. —
UygscTByio ceOs Tak, OyATO Ha MeHsI BOIPY3MIU cTor ceHa! BooOre He 3Hal, J0UTy JIv 10 TOpofa.

— JlamMe He MPpUCTAJIO XOAUTH MEKOM, — oTpe3asia Ywisa. — [loenens Ha Koonre.

— Ja uro Tel! — gaxe ucnyranack Kora. — JlagHo, s — BrosnHe BeIHOCIMBAs U 310poBasi. Ho
noxa’sei Konra, oH ke yxe crapuk, maJer ele 1o Jopore.

— CeMHa/iLIaTh JIET — €11I€ HE CTapUK, — BO3pa3uiia KopMuinia. — OH, MOKHO CKa3aTh, B CAMOM
paciete cui1. Jla 1 Harpy3ka 3TOMY JISHUBITY TIOMJET TOJIBKO Ha TIOJIb3Y, & TO COBCEM pacciaOucs.

Kogec ToporiBo ripusest Konra. XKepebelr 00pagoBaHHO CTPUT yIITAMU B O:KUIAHUH TIOE3KH.
YuriBa JIUIs U3peIKa BEIOMpaach Ky/1a-To, a OOobllle KOHs HUKAK He UCTIOb30BaJIH, TIO3BOJIsIsI Opo-
auTh, rae B3aymaercs. Kont ckyudan. Ho korna BMecTo UniBsbl B cefiiio Opathsi 3aKMHYJIM HEUTO OOJTb-
II0€ U TeCTpoe, Kepedel] 3apKal U BCTAN Ha JABIOBL.

— An! — BckpukHyina Kora, ucnyraHHo ynenuBIIMCh 3a IpUBY. [leBylllka U Tak IJIOXO €371
BEPXOM, a B JJAMCKOM ceJijie BOOOIIle HAXOIWIach BIIEPBbIE B KU3HU. YIEPKaThCsl OKA3aJIOCh elle
TpyIHee, YeM Ka3ajioch. [la ele rmpy MoHOM JaMCKOM aMyHUIIMM U pe3BOM TOBEJCHUH Xkepeolia.

— Tuxo, Manpuuk, — Ymisa ymyapuiack ObicTpo ycrokonTts Konra, Tak 4to TOT OOJbIle He
nBITANICs COPOCUTD McyranHyio Kory.

— Ha 4t0 TOJNbKO HE MPUXOAUTCS UATH PaJyl HEM3BECTHO Yero, — OypKHYyJa JIeByIKa cede mof
HOC.

— TeGe nmonpaButcs, — YniBa paccibliiaia TUXUE CJIOBA U MevalbHO yiablOHynack. — [locra-
paicsl IOJIy4UThb yIOBOJIBCTBUE OT Moe3aAku. ['yisid, TpaTh AEHBIU. . .

— Kcraru, — Bpagec xionHyn ceds o noy. — [leHpru!

OH HoOroii pacraxHyJ OJUH U3 MHOT'OUUCJIEHHBIX SIIMYKOB, YTO BCET/Ia CTOSUIM NIEpe/] MaJaTKON
Conpeca, ¥ IOOXBATUJI HECKOJIBKO MAaJICHBKMX 3BEHSIIMX MENIOYKOB. 3aTeM OpOCHI KakKAOMY IO
cBeptky. [lonyuus cBoii, Kota 03agaueHHO noTpscia Memoyex.

— Yr0 310?

— Mosersl, — otBeTIII Bpazec.

— 3auem? — yIMBWIACh JEBYIIIKA.

— Yt00BI OpaTh TO, YTO TeOE HYXKHO... U JIIOAU MPH STOM HE BO3MYIIAIHUCH. .. — TYMaHHO 00b-
sicHWI oH. — 1 BooO111e, caMa rorMeItib, — OTpyort Opat 1 BOpwinBo A00aBuI: — Korma e Bbl, HaKo-
Hel, yiere!?
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— He nepexwusaii, Kota, 6yner Becesno, — U3SIIHBINA Jake B YPOIJIMBOM Pa3HOIIBETHOM Kam30J1e
Kponoc nonxsarun Konra mox y3mis! v oBen 3a codoi. JKepeder MoCIyIHO 3a1araii 3a YbI0UuBbIM
MapHeM, a JIeByIlIKa CHOBA CXBATWUJIACh 3a IPUBY, CTApasiCh HE BBUIETETh U3 CEAJIA.

[epBoe Bpemsi OHM Becesio MeperoBapuBaIMCh W IIyTHIIM, TTOTOM, TIO Mepe MPOJABHKEHUS B
THXOM Jiecy, 3amomdainu. [Io ropoja okaszajaoch He Tak yx W Onusko. Mnm Tak mokasanock Kore,
OTYAsIHHO LETUISIOIEeNcs 3a kepellia B CYJOPOKHBIX MOMBITKAX HE YJAEeTeTh B KyCThl HA OYEePEIHON
kopsire. OHa yke YeThIpe pa3a MPOKJIsIa KJIsT9y ¥ TOro Herofsist, KOTOPBIH MpUayMal Takoe Heyno0-
HOE Ce/JIO, a TaK)Ke BCEX MOJHMII, YTO IETUISIIOT Ha ceOsl TSKesble Hapsi/ibl, OONbIle TMOXOXKKEe Ha
HETIPUCTYITHBIE KPETIOCTH.

Korga rpymma mozeil Bhiuia Ha 6eper MajieHbKO# ObICTpoil pedyniku, y KoTsl nepexBaruiio
npixanve. OHa BHepBble BUjena 3aMOK. Jlec, Takol pomHOW M ONU3KMIA, Bceraa ObLT HACTOSIIAM
nomoM. Hudero o01iiero ¢ ropokaHaMu OHa He MMeNa, pa3aesiss nmpe3peHre OpaTheB Mo MOBOY Clia-
OBIX JIIOAMIIIEK, MPSIYIIMXCS 32 CTeHaMu. A BeZlb Koria-To Bpagec roBopuit, 4to OHa He UX IOPOJbI.
JleByIIka Bceraa MbITaach JI0Ka3aTh XOJOJHOMY MYXKUHMHE, YTO 3TO HE TaK, YYHJIAach OOIIATHCS C
JIeCOM, yBakaThb MUD KMBOTHBIX, IOCTUTaTh HAYKy BOMHA... V HUKOI/A, HUKOI/IA HE XOAWJA B 3Ty
CTOpOHY.

Teneps, korna Bpagec yxe AaBHO HE TOMUHAET O MECTE €€ POXKAEHUS, JEBYIIKA BAPYT CTajla
3aMeyaTh, YTO BCE yallle AyMAeT O ropoje. 3aMOK IMPeJCTaBIIsICS] OFPOMHBIM MYypPaBEMHUKOM, I10JI-
HBIM HEBEJIOMBIX TallH U CKPBITBIX JOCTOMHCTB. Kak cryuut cepaeuxo! Ceituac oHa OKyHeTCs B JIpy-
I'YIO )KU3Hb. DTO IMEKOTAJIO HEPBBI, CJIOBHO 32 CTEHOHN OBUT APYTOM MUP.

Lok, 10K, 1oKk. OHM 1M TI0 MaJIeHbKOMY MOCTHKY. BHU3Y Beceno Oexany CBepKaiollue B
YTPEHHEM COJIHIIE CTPYHUKH BOIbI, JIACKAs OCTPble KaMHM J1HA. Kak e 10/ro npogokaercs 3Ta BbICO-
yeHHas creHa! Kora mbITanach 0co3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO BEJIMKO 3TO COOPYKEHHUE, HO HUYETO HE MOIy-
4aJoch.

— Kakoi orpoMHbIii! — IOTPsICEHHO MpOILENTaa OHa.

KoBec 1o 1pyromy BOCIIpHUHSUI €€ 3asiBJIEHHE U YTEIIUTEIbHO MOXJI0NAJ JEBYILKY MO KOJICHKE.

— BoH, ckopo yxe Bopora.

Kora pasrszena Bnepeau nenyio BepeHuity moneid. Eciv Tam u Obli BOpOTa, TO OHU CKpbIBa-
JIMCh 32 3aKpyIJieHueM cTeHsbl. [1py mpuOImkeHn 0Ka3aaoch, YTO 3aKpyrJieHHe TIePEeTeKaeT B BBICO-
KO€ y3KOe 3[]aHhe, OIHO U3 JIBYX, YTO CTOSIM 10 OOKaM OrpPOMHBIX BOPOT. BarieHku ka3zanmch cka-
304HBIMH HM3-32 TOTO, YTO OBUIM BBUIOKEHBI M3 KAMEIIIKOB, FOPa3i0 MEHBIIUX IO pa3Mepy, YeM Te,
KOTOpbIE COCTABJISUIM 3AIIUTHBIE CTEHBL. M coeIMHSIMCh Mk Iy COO0W KaMEHHBIM KOPHIOPOM, pac-
TIOJIOKEHHBIM OUeHb BBICOKO. B mmmpokux okHax kopuaopa Korta 3amerunia xene3Hble KOT/Ibl, Ha3Ha-
YEHHE KOTOPbIX OCTAJIOCh 3arajkomu.

Korma obmmHa mopomnia Onvxke, CTajao MOHSITHO, TIOYEMY Y BXofa ObLIO Takoe CKOIUICHHE
mofel. YcessHHbple KOBaHBIMU IIMIIAMU, U3TOTOBJIEHHBIE U3 KPEITKOTO MHOTOBEKOBOTO JIEpeBa, BOPOTa
ObLIM HAryXo 3aKpbIThl. KOTa OKMHY/A B3MISIOM JJMHHYIO OYepe/lb JKeJaloMX MONacTh B 3aMOK:
KTO Ha HEBBICOKMX TUIOCKMX TIOBO3KaX, KTO Ha JIOMIAAX, a OOMBIIMHCTBO XKe MPOCTO MENIKOM, JIOIH
CMUPEHHO OXKUJIAJIM, KOTJIa UX COM3BOJIAT BITYCTUTh. JKEHIIMHBI ¥ JEBYIIKU ObUTM OETHI IPUMEPHO
TaK, Kak Bcerna ogenaercs Ynisa. Kota HeoyMeHHO MOpruysa. 3a4eM ke KOpMUIIMLA €€ BhIpsnia
TaK CTPaHHO?

Onu npoe3kaim MUMO HECKOJIBKMX KEHIIMH B Pa3HOIBETHBIX TUIAThsX. [1py mprommkeHnn nux
TPYIIIbI, BECETIbIN Me0eT MPEeKPaTUIICs, U JEBYIIKA OIIyTHJIA Ha ce0e MHOKECTBO HETIPUS3HEHHBIX
B3MJIs10B. Ka3asiock, 4To OHa UyBCTBYET, Kak CEISHKH OIYIBIBAIOT [JIa3aMU €€ TeJI0. DTO 0Ka3aioch
KpaiiHe HeTPUSATHBIM.

— YT0 BCe Ha MEHs TaK yCTaBWJIMCh? — THXO cripocuiia oHa KoBeca, unyiero psaom.

My>X4rHa HEJOYMEHHO OIJISIHYJICS, IOTOM ITIOHUMAIOIIEe XMBIKHYIL.

— A-a-a! — nporanyn peikuil Kosec. — Pasperm npeactaButh, goporasi CeCTpUYKa, 3aBUCTD
mopckasi, oObikHOBeHHas1! KpacuBas neBymika, Oorarasi, pOCKOIIHO OZETas, Ja elle B OKPYXCHUH
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TaKMX KpacaBIieB, KAK Mbl, — OH BECEJIO MOAMUTHYJI CECTPE, — TPOCTO 0OsI3aHa BBI3BIBATD JPYKHYIO U
OIPOMHYIO 3aBUCTb Y IPYTHX MPEICTABUTEIBHHUI] CBOETO ToMa. Y Joiel BOOOIe CUMTACTCS HeTpH-
JIMYHBIM HE BBI3bIBATh 3aBUCTH. 3HAYUT, THl COOON HUYETO He TIPe/ICTABIISeIIh !

— CoBcem pexnynuch! — Kota ¢ oTBpaiieHuem nepenepHysa riedamu. — He camoe npust-
HOE YyBCTBO, 3a4€M 3Ty Mep30CTb eIlle BbI3bIBATH CrielraibHO? Y Beb Bpoae He YPOIAUHBI, a U He
rojpie. .. §I ¢ paIoCThio MOMeHsIach Obl € 000 13 HUX TuiaTheM. OHU ke IPOCTO He MPeCTaBISIOT,
Ha YTO TIPUXOAUTCS UITH PAIy TAKOW «KPACOTHI» !

— MHorue uayr eie 1 He Ha Takoe, — noagakHys Koeec. — A Hacuyer 1riarbsi — TOBOPHU THILIE.
3Haellb, YTO TYT HAYHETCs], y3Hall OHU TBOU KeJIaHusi?

— Yro? — 3auHTepecoBaHHO 0TO3Bas1ach Kora.

Myx4rHa nogyMall ¥ OCMOTPEJICH.

— JlagHo, 310 MBI MIonpoOyeM B cieayormid pa3. Celiyac HaIM OfIEKIbI IAI0T HEKOE MPEHMY-
IIECTBO. ..

— Koro Tb1 umenis? — Kora nosepresnack. — CBou Bce psijioM, HUKTO HE OTCTAJL.

— Crpaxy, — orBeTHI 3a Hero Jlomyiec. — Uto-To onu He ToporisaTcs. Kak Obl npuBIieus BHUMA-
HUE 3TUX Oe3[eTbHUKOB?

— O! — ocennno Koseca. — Bce-Taku, cectpuyka, s1 Tedst pa3Biieky. [IoMHHMIIb, THI CITpaIMBaa,
41O Takoe AeHbru? JJocTaHb-Ka OMHY MOHETKY.

Kora ToporumBo mokonanachk 3a 60rato pacimThiM IMOSICOM B MOUCKax cBeproyka. Jlocras
OJECHYBIIMI Ha COJHBIIIKE KPYIJIAI MeTajlla, HEIOyMEHHO MoBepTesa B pykax. [lnockuii, abco-
JIOTHO KPYIJIBIA, C KPUBBIMU W300paKeHUIMU Ha KaxI0i u3 ctopoH. [ToHoxaB, mornpodoBasa Kyc-
HYTh MOHETY, BO PTy OCTAJICSI HEMPUATHO-KUCIBIA BKyC. CIUTIOHYB, BOITPOCHUTENILHO YCTABWJIACh Ha
Opara.

— JIeHbIM TYT CUMTAIOTCSI CaMbIM TJIaBHBIM, — KoBec mpe3putesibHO CKpUBWICA. — Pagn HuX
MHOTHME TOTOBBI Ha Bce. BOT CMOTpH: KMHb MOHETY TY/A, TJIe MHOTO JIOJCH.

INonymag, Kora 3amBbipHy/ia KPSl B CaMyl0 CEpEIMHY TOTO CKOIMMIIA KEHIIWH, YTO TaK
BHUMaTeJIbHO paccMarpuBany ee. Paznancs Busr. [IBe KEHIMHbBI OAHOBPEMEHHO 3aMETUI MOHETY
1 OpOCHJIHCH 32 HEH, CTOJIKHYBIIMCH Oamu. [pyrue, yBuaaB, 3a YeM METHYJIUCh TIOAPYTH, CTPYIH-
Jmch BOKpYT. Kaskias crapasach nmepexBaTuTh IeHbIM. BOKpYr MTHOBEHHO OTHSIIOCH 00JIAKO TIBLTH.
JKeHImuHbI, e MUHYTY Ha3ajl ObIBITIHE TIOAPYraMu, JPAJIKCh 32 MOHETKY He Ha )KU3Hb, & HA CMEPTh.
PacuapansiBaimm Ipyr Apyry JIUIA, TACKAIX 32 TIIATETLHO YIOKEHHbIEC IIPHUYECKH, OTPhIBasi OAHTHI CO
CBOMX JIyYIIINX TUIATHEB.

Kora yxe moxanena o cAeilaHHOM IOCTYNKe, HO OpaThsi Ka3aJKCh OY€Hb JOBOJIbHBIMU. He
MOTOMY, YTO JIOOWIM HaOMoAaTh 3a JepyHIMMUCS KOIIKaMM, a TMOTOMY YTO Ha ITyM BbIOekasa
crpaxa. Jlomsiec MOOKMHYJ TAKYIO e MOHETKY BBEPX, KOTOpasi TYT ke Oblla IepexBavyeHa OfIHUM U3
JIONIEH B KEJIE3HBIX KUpacax.

— Co0naroBosuTe MPOKUTH CIoJa, TOCTIONA, — MOKJIOHUJICS OH, YKa3bIBas My Th.

[TpoBokaeMble 3aBUCTIMBBIMU B3IJISIIAMU MPOCTHIX JIIOJIEH, CITyTHUKU JIBUHYJIMCh B CTOPOHY
BopoT. Kora omisiHy1ack Ha Bce elie pOJOIKAIOIIYIOCS 3aBapyIIKY.

— Bort 4to ¢ moapMu 1enaloT IeHbIM, — MeYaibHO CKazan ABec.

— 3aro X HaJIWYMe JaeT MHOTHE TIPEUMYIIeCTBa, — XUIIHO YabIOHyIcs Kpogoc.

[Ipam Ha ero Jimiie HOKpacHed, cTaB emie BuaHee. CTpaXHUK, MAYIIUHA PsIoM, TIOKOCHUJICS Ha
HETO C 3aMETHBIM COYYBCTBHEM.

— Coxkposuina, J00ObIThIe B 0010 JOMKHBI MPUHOCUTH TBOWHOE YHOBOJIBCTBHE, — TONAJI OH
rojyioc. — Cpa3y BUJHO HACTOSIIIIMX BOMHOB. A KTO 3Ta IpeKpacHasi Jama?

— Hama xaprecca, — e pactrepsuicsa Kponoc, yiabpiOHyBIMCH ele mmpe. — M Haie riaBHOe
cokpoguiiie!

CTpaxHUK MOHUMAIOIIE YIBIOHYICS, Opocast Ha KoTy ertie ofuH BOCXMITIEHHBIN B3IJISI.
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— O! Tak rocniona — 3HaTHBIE BeJIbMOXHU ? [JoOpo roxanoBars B ciaBHbIi baii! Bam nonpasutcs
Hati ropof. 7KaJib, 4To Bbl He pUCiay roHa. He mpumuiock Obl CTOATH Mepejt 3aKPHITHIMU BOPOTAMHU
BMECTE C MPOCTONIOAMHAMY, — TIOA0OOCTPACTHO MPOMOJIBUII OH M HU3KO TIOKJIOHUJICS.

JleBy1iKa, He MPUBBIKINAS K CTOJIb SBHOMY Y TIPUATHOMY BHUMAaHHIO TIPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOTO IO,
MOKPBUIACH 0YapOBATENIbHBIM pyMsHIIEM. OTMETUB PO cedsi, YTO MOJIOION CTPaKHUK OYEHb JIaKe
HUYEro BHEIIIHE. . .

— Cam nypak, — He 3Has1, Kyja IeTh ceOsl OT cMyIleHus1, OypKHYJIa OHa Opaty.

Kponoc ¢ ynoBonbCTBHEM pacxoxoTasicsi, BbI3BAB YKOPU3HEHHBIH B3MJIs1 MpauHoro Jlomieca.
OcraJibHBIE K€ C JIETKOCTBIO MPUCOSUHMIMCH K BECesbl0. X0X04a, OHHM MPOIUIA B TPUOTKPHITHIE
Bopota. A Kota cjerka HakJIOHWJIaCh K MOJIOZIOMY CTPaXKHHKY, PaCTepPssHHO OTMETHB, UTO B3IJISIA
MYKYMHBI CKOJTb3HYJI Ha €€ OTOJICHHOE JIEKOJIbTE.

— Ckaxwure, a IoUYeMy He BITyCKAIOT BCex?

— Tax paHo ernie, — yIUBHICS TOT, a MOTOM TTOHUMAIOIIE YJIBIOHYJICS: — Bbl BriepBbIe B HAIIMX
Kkpasix? Cyas mo HeoObIYHOMY IIBETY BalllMX MPEKPACHBIX IJa3, BB pogioM U3 3emenb Kpobos. S
CJIBIIIIAJT, YTO TAM COBCEM JIpyTHe TPAAUIMK. B MonaeHh COCTOMTCS TOPXKECTBEHHOE OTKPBITHE BOPOT,
1 Oy[yT NpUIJIAIIEHBI BCE JKeJIalolIre.

— W uro, — yxacnynace Kota, — Ham nipueTcst 10 MOMyaHs XKJaTh HaYaaa mpa3qHuKa’?

— Hy uto BBI! — 3aMaxaJ1 pykaMu MOJIOZION YesioBeK. — ['opoxkaHe yxke ¢ paccBeTa MpasaHyIoT,
1 ¥ sipMapKa B CAMOM pasrape. .. 3T0 OKPECTHBIE CeJIsTHE BRIHY K/IEHBI 5k /1aTh. TakoB 0ObIYall, HHYEro
HE To/IeIaelb.

Kora HenoHumaroie MOpruysa, mpoBoXasi B3IJISIOM OCTABIIIErocsl Y BOPOT CTpakHUKA. Kont
y’ke 3BOHKO OpsIKaJI MOAKOBAMU 0 KAMEHHOW MOCTOBOH 3aMKa. [IIMpokwvii MOMyTeMHBIA KOPUIOP,
Yyepe3 KOTOPBIN OHM ceiuac MPOXOAWIH, ObLT aOCOMIOTHO mycT. U o HeMy MOXHO OBUIO OIIEHUTD
TOJINMHY KPEMOCTHBIX CTeH. A BIepeiyu KAajl Topol C KpacHBbiM Ha3BanueM bail. OH BcTpedan
HOBBIX T'OCTEW BECEJIbIM LITyMOM M TMECTPbIM CTOJITIOTBOPEHUEM Ha IUIOLIAIH, KOTOpask PaCKMHYJIACh
TOJ1 BBICOKMMU CTEHAMH BEJIMYECTBEHHOTO 3aMKa.

Bor tenepp KoTta moutn He oTmM4anach OT MHOKECTBAa TOPOKAHOK B IUKAPHBIX ONCSHUSIX,
Ba)KHO IHAralonmx o ruiomaau. Ha MHorux Obumm eme Oosiee clioxHbIe Hapsiibl. [leBylika U3ym-
JIEHHO MPOBOAMJIA B3IVISIOM JaMy C YKaCHbIM HarpoMOXJeHHeM Ha rosioe. [lapuk 3To wim crpas-
HbIE YKpallleH!s PpUKperIeHbl Ha Bosiockl — KoTa He Moruia Obl cka3aTth HaBepHsika. Ha camom Bepxy
nexanu (ppyKThl, Kaxercsi, cample Hactosimpe. OHa ¢ TpyJoM NoOOpoJIa KelaHue CTAIUTh CIesioe
KpacHoe s106;10uk0. Ho Briepenu xiano emne Oosnbliee noTpsiceHre. Ha ofHOM 13 0aJIkOHOB OHA YBH-
ieNa CTapylo JKeHIIMHY C TOPAbIM BhIpaK€HHEM Ha MOPIIMHHUCTOM Jivie. Ha naMe OblIo HACTOBKO
OIPOMHOE I1JIaThe, YTO OHO OOJIBIIIE MOXOAMIIO Ha OJJHY U3 TOPrOBBIX MaJIATOK.

— Cnacu6o tebe, Ynnsa, — ¢ uyBcTBOM nipor3Hecia Korta. I XoTh KOpMMIHIIa HEe MOTJIA YCITbI-
IaTh JEBYIIKY, OHa BCe PaBHO TBepIWa 3Ty (hpady BCSIKHUI pa3, Kak 3aMevala ele Kakue-HuOyIb
HEJIETIOCTH.

Bparps ¢ ynpiOkamMy mocMaTpuBaid Ha ynuBieHHYI0 Koty. OHM HIyCTphIMU 3MesIMU ITHBI-
PSUTH B TOJITE, BCOBBIBASI B PYKH CECTPHI TO APOMATHOE MUPOKHOE, TO KAKYI0-HUOYAb TOOPSIKYIIIKY.
JleByika ep3ajia Ha MeIJIeHHO mpoasuraioiiemcs Konre u ¢ y:xxacom Ha0moana 3a BCeM, YTO TBO-
putcs BHU3Y. BoT mepes Heil BO3HMK YBapoc M, XUTPO MOIMHIHYB CBETJIBIMH IJ1a3aMH, MOTAIINT
Konra B cropony. Bckope oHM MPpUOTU3MINCH K HEOOJBIIION OTTOPOKEHHO! TUIOIIAIKE, Ha KOTOPO
JBOE MYXXYHH B IIOMSITHIX JIOCTIEXaxX He MEepBOM CBEKECTH MBITAIMCh OUTHCS HAa Mevax. Kota ¢ Hema-
JIIM yIWBJIEHHEM CMOTpeNia Ha CTapaHWsi BOMHOB, HE B CHJIaX TMOHSTh, HEYMEXU IMO-HACTOSIIEMY
AEpYyTCs UJIM ke MPOCTO UTPAIOT Ha MyOJIHKY.

Tosma BOKpPYr HEMCTOBCTBOBANA, MONOAAPHBAsl Cpakalomuxcs. Botr oqun yman, BTopoil Boc-
TOPXKEHHO 3aKpuyaJi, norpsicast MmedoM. C TPyAOM CTaIlMB C TOJIOBBI U3PSTHO MOKOPEKEHHBIN 1ILIEM,
MYKYMHA TOPABIM B3MJISIOM C TPHyM(OM OKUHYJI TOJITY. 3aJep:KaBIIMCh HA MUJIOBUIHOM JIMUMKE
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Korbl, ynbI0HYCS U, Kpacysich, HATPABUIICS MPSIMUKOM K Hell. [lopaBHSIBIIMCH ¢ AEBYIIKOM, ¢ nado-
COM IPOM3HEC:!

— Iocesmato mobeny 3Tol mpekpacHou name! BaM MOHpaBWIOCH, Kak s Cpaxkascs, MUias
OapsIHs?

— He ouenbp, — noxaJa rie4yamu JIeBylIKa.

C smna My>K4MHBI CXJIBIHYJIO BCE BEJIMUME, OCTABUB MECTO TOJIBKO 1Sl [IOJIHOM PacTepsIHHOCTH.
A Korta criokoiiHo po0aBuia:

— Ho Bawm erie noBess1o, 4to TOT BTOPO# BOOOIIE HE 3HAET, Kak OpaThcsl 3a MeY.

W, ocraBuB npuTHXILETO rOCIOAMHA ITTyII0 MOpraThb Beie, pasBepHyna Konra B 1pyryo cro-
poHy. YBapoc yke Kyla-To ucues, 3ato pssaoM Bo3Huk Jlomutec. Hano otaats qomkHoe 6paresim, OHU
He Opocasii ICBYIIKY OHY.

— MHe cky4HoO, — noxanoBanack eMy Kora. — M 3agHuity yxe orcuzaena.

JIBe MpOIUIBIBAIONIME MUMO JIaMbl PACC/BILIANN €€ CI0Ba U PacTepsHHO mneperisHynuck. Ho
Kora He 3aMeTunna B3MIs10B CBbICOKA. Eif ObUIO HE 10 UyXABIX MPUIAYHN.

— Tak nporynsiics, — paBHOLYIIHO MoskaJl Iuiedamu Jlomiec.

[NosiBuBImMIics Kak Obl 13 HUOTKYAa KoBec momor aeByiike cryctuTbesi. Apec pussit Konra
T071 Y311l U TIOBEJ B CTOpOHY. KoTa MocioHs1ach HEMHOTO B TOJIIIE, CTApasich HE YIYCKaTh U3 BUILY
Jlomneca. Ho kpome ToKOTHM HUYero He yyBcTBoBasla. OHa ycrasna. CinajocTu yxe He JIe3/U B TopIio,
OT HENPUBBIYHON €J1bl CUJIbHO TOIIHWIO. Ha MHOrO4McIeHHble pa3HOLBETHBIE TPSIKU, YTO MPOAA-
BAJIMCh Ha KaXJOM IIary, BooOIe He cMoTpena. MeTHyaach ObUIO K OPY(KHIO, HO pa304apOBaHHO
MOKPYTWJIA B PyKax XaJITYpHO clejiaHHble myraud. OTNHXHYB HaXBaJIMBAIOIIErO TOBap IMpPOJaBIIa,
nofepraia pykas Jlomiieca.

— Iovinemre gomori!

TOT yAMBJIEHHO TOCMOTPEJ Ha JIEBYIIKY.

— ThI ke Bcex yTOMUJIA, C JECATOK JHEN MOAIPbIrMBasi: «spMapKa!», «pa3aHuK!», a Ternepb
elnie A0 OTKPBITUS — oMo ?!

— MHe ckyuHo, — Hbuta Kota. — §I Hatepna JisKKy 3TUMH 00pe3aHHBIMU LIITAaHAMM. . .

— Yynkamu, 4To J1? — OmenoMiIeHHo nepecnpocui Kpogoc. — 1o He mitaHsl.

— Jla MHe 10 Jiecy, Kak OHM Ha3bIBalOTCs1! — MPOCTOHAJIA JEBYIIKA. — Y MEHsI HABEPHOE yike
KpoBaBble BOJIbIpU! A pedpa, Kaxkercsi, BOOOIIe KOIMbsIMH MPOTKHYJIU BCE TEJO. . .

— Epmmmicts, Kota! — Beipyrancst YBapoc. — B kou Beku BhpBauch B ropop 6e3 Hyanoro Cori-
aeca v BpeqHoro Bpazeca, Tak Tl Bce yIOBOILCTBUE mopTuliib! [loiiau Kyna-HUOyAb, 1a CTSHHU 3TH
LITaHBbI. .. YyJIKH, Ja YTO XOYellb, TOJIKO HE CTOHM!

— Ioiinem, — ABec, KOTOpBIT BepHYJICS yxke Oe3 xkepeOila, yBepeHHo NoTsHya Koty 3a 100Ky. —
Kaxercs, g Buaen nogxonsiiee MeCTeuko. . .

OH moTaiya cecTpy B CTOPOHY, i€ CTOSUT HEOOJbIINE KPHITHIE CO BCEX CTOPOH TMaJIaTKH.
Mexay IByMSs1 BUIHEICS] HEOOJBIIION MPOXOA. ABEC IPOTOIKHYJ €€ Ty/a, & CaM OCTAJICS CTOSITh CHA-
pyxu. Kora Topormso rnpoiuia Biepes U oka3auach Ha MaJIOCEHbKOW IUIOIIA/IKE, 3aBaJIEHHOM CTa-
PbIMU JIepeBSHHBIMU SIIUKaMu. [LTi0XHy/Iach Ha OMUH U 3apaja I00Ky.

— HenaBuxy! — Opro3kaia oHa, cTackuBasi ¢ ceOsl ypOIIUBbBIC TPSAIKH, TOPIO UMEHYIOIIHECS
yyskamu. — HeHaBmxy!

Uynku nonetenu B CTOpoHy, a Kota BCkoumiia v pUHSAIACH C OCTEPBEHEHUEM OTPbIBATh HUXK-
HHE MHOTOSIPYCHbIE I00KH, OOJIbHO XJIECTaBILINE HOTHU MPH XOAbOE.

— He Buzen cTonp IMKapHBIX HOXEK HU Y OIHOM KpacaBulibl! — ycnbiaia Kora.

— Henoctmxumo! KTo-10 3HaeT, 4To y *KeHIIUH e€CTh HOrM! DTO MPUTOM, YTO UX TaK TIIATEILHO
CKPbIBAIOT, — BOPWIMBO OTO3BAJIaCh OHA, Pa3pbIBasi TECEMKHU.
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I'nmaBa 3

— 4 He Meman? — yTOYHUIT COOECETHUK.

Kota MenbkoM IisiHy1a Ha BBICOKOTO HECKJIAAHOTO MOJIOZIOTO YeIOBeKa CO CMEILTUBBIM B3IJIsI-
JIOM TOJTyOBIX TJIa3.

— Huckonbko, — pa3paxkeHHO MpoBOpUYasia OHa, 3y0aMu pa3pbiBasi 0COO0 KPEIKYIO JISIMKY.
BenocHexHbIll BOPOX HIKHHUX 000K C IIypIlIaHueM ocesl Ha 3emyio. Kota oberyeHHoO B3/10XHYIa,
niepecTynuia yepes MblIbHbIEe TPSAKU M TONpaBIiia Kopcak. — BoT Obl elrie Ty ApsiHb CTSIHYTh KaK-
HUOY/b, HO JJIs1 3TOTO NIPUIILIOCH ObI U3 IUIaThst BHIOMpaThesi! Kakue ke 4yJoOBUITHO HEYJOOHbBIE, 3TH
MIPUTMYHBIE ONIEK bl !

— A 00BIYHO BBl HOCUTE HEMPUINYHbIE? — 3aMHTEPECOBABILMCH, YTOUHMJT HE3HAKOMEII.

Kota ynuBieHHO mocMoTpena 3a CIIUHY, 3aryisHya 32 SIUKY.

— 3xech KTO-To ewe npsayercsa? Kakoe nomyasspHoe MECTO — FOPOAICKAs IPMAPKa, YKPBITbCS OT
JIOZIEN — LIEJI0€ UCKYCCTBO!

— Her, TyT TONMBKO $1, — HEIOyMEHHO MPOOOPMOTAJ MAPEHb, TIIATEIbHO 3aTalThiBas HEYTO,
BCE ellle UCITyCKaloIee JIerkuii AbIMOK. [1onoOHBIN ke JHIMOK, TOJIBKO CBETJee, BUJICS BOKPYT €ro
TOJIOBBI. .. XOT$I, BOBMOXHO 3TO JIMIIb ITOKA3aJIOCh JEBYIIKE U3-3a MOJTYOOMOPOYHOTO COCTOSTHUS. —
Ckaxurte npsAMO, Bbl — 3aMACKMUPOBAHHBIN JIOKKH?

— Ilouemy T OOpaIaenbesi KO MHE Tak, CJIOBHO MEHsI KaK MUHUMYM JIBOe? — ¢ MOJ03peHreM
IJIsIHYJIa Ha Mostoforo yenoBeka Kora. — M kakue Macku — Ha MHe HeT HU OTHO¥ !

— Hy, 310 npocTO AJis1 MPUINYKS. .. — COBCEM pacTepsijics MapeHb.

Benblil 1bIMOK, KaK >KMBOM, BUJIbHYJI BOKPYT €r0 TOJIOBBI, 4 3aTeM IIIyCTPON 3MEWKOM rcue3 B
Kyue SIIIUKOB.

— OX yx MHe 9T ropoJcKue npuianuus! — UpoHU4HO (pipkHyIa Kora.

OHa cMepwia HE3HAKOMIIA C TOJIOBBl J0 HOT MPUAUPYMBBIM B3MIAIOM. OYeHb BBICOKHUM.
WznuiiHe AMHHBIE HOTW M PYKU CO3/1aBajId BIEYATIEHUE, YTO UX HACWIIBHO BHITATUBAIM. TOIIMIA,
6enpa y3kue. Ho 13-3a HEMponopIrioHaaIbHO MMPOKUX TUIEY CO3aBaJIOCh OLIYIIIEHHUE, UYTO 32 BOPOT-
HUK 3aCyHYIU NaJKy. Bosnpiiime KUcty u crombl. Mosofoil 4eioBeK CUJIbHO CYTYJIWICS, TPU 3TOM
rojIoBa HEMHOTO YIIUIA B TUIEUM, TOUHO OH 3JIUJICSI Ha KOTO-TO, CMOTPEJT Kak Obl «HAOBIYMBIIHUCH». A
BOT JIMIIO COBCEM IOHOIIIECKOE, KOXa He TPOHYTa Jlake MEJKUM MyIikoM. HemHoro HauBHoe, gaxe
HECKOJIBKO PaCTEepsIHHOE BbIpaKEHHWE OH HeyMeJsiO MBITAJICS 3aMacKMpPOBaTh TUHUYHONW MUHOW. B
o01IeM, apeHs MPOU3BOIUII BIICUATIICHUE JIOMAIITHETO TYCEHKa, 0 HeJIeTIOl CITyYaiiHOCTH BBLTYIIHB-
IIerocsl B THE3/Ie Y XUIIHOIO OpJia, ¥ MO3TOMY CTapaTe/ibHO MBITAIOIIEr0cs MOICTPOUTHCS MOl CBOETO
IPO3HOTO POAUTEIISI.

— CoBceM 3eJieHbli, — HACMENITMBO XMbIKHY1a KoTa. — Ckonbko Tebe jieT, 4yno?

— TpuHaauaTh, — CMyIIEHHO ChEKHMBILKCH, OTBETUI He3HaKoMell. [Toxoxke, eMy ObUIO HEJIOBKO
MPU3HABATHCS B CTOJIb IOHOM BO3pacTe, Tak He BSIKYIIeMCsl ¢ BhicOKo (urypoii. Ho BbipaxeHue
JIMIIA COOTBETCTBOBAJIO HA3BAaHHOMY YHMCITY, Tak 4uTo KoTa ¢ omoOpeHreM KuBHYIa. SIBHO He conrad,
HE TOMBITAJICS] TPUYKPACUTD JI€HCTBUTEIBHOCTb.

— A xak 1ebs1 30BYT? — IPOCTO CIIPOCHJIA OHA Ml HEOXKUIAHHO IPUBETIIMBO YJIbIOHY1achk. [TapeHn
HEMHOTO OIEIINJI, CJIOBHO B OTBET HA YECTHOCTh OXKHUAAN TOJIBKO HACMEIIKH.

— Jlaii, — ckoH(y)XeHHO OypKHYJI OH.

[pu Bcelt HauaIbHOM OpaBajie, MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK OKa3aJiCsl BeChbMa CTECHUTENIeH. Vi OH Tak
oTpearupoBaj Ha npoctoe otHoulenue Kotel? Ho oHa Benp He 3Hasia, Kak MPUHATO pa3roBapuBaTh
MOJIOZIBIM JTIOISIM B TaK HA3bIBAEMOM «IIPHIIMYHOM OOIIECTBE». XOTS, MOIJIA TMOKJISICTHCS, UTO €CITH
OHU MYyYMJTH ceOs1 IOMOOHOM JKYTKOM OfIEKIO0M, TO U B OOIIEHUH OBLIO TaK jKe MaJlo €CTeCTBEHHOTO.
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— Thl Takas cTpaHHas... Jymaio, Thl Ha CaMOM JeJie JIOKKU. [IpocTo 1o Kakum-To nmpuyuHam
He Xo4elllb ObITh Y3HAHHOW. BOH M mapuk crparieHHbIi Hareriaa! Y Ha JIMIe CTONBbKO KOCMETHKH,
Kak OyaTo Ha 6an codpasiack.

— 3Haut Obl ThI, KaK 3TO BCE MPOTHBHO, — CMOPIIIJIACH JIEBYIIIKA, C OTBPAIIEHHEM OIIyIIas
Ha JIMLE CJIOM MyJphl, YK€ CMEUIABUIEHCS ¢ TIOTOM U JIOPOKHOM MbUIBbIO, U IIOCEMY CTaBILEW COBCEM
KOIIIMapHBIM MCIBITAHUEM JJ151 KOKH. — [TapyK MOCTOSIHHO CMO3a€eT, MO JIULYY YTO-TO TEYET, CJIOBHO
YEepBH MOJI3AI0T, BCSI BCIIOTEN A B 9TOM KOCTIOME, KaK B Ipesiom crore ceHa! A eire Ty ! 1o nmpocto
TIBITKA KaKas-To!

— Tak 3auem ThI cebs Tak Mydaenib? — Hecka3zaHHO ynuBwics Jlaid. — Tel sxe Tokku! Bbl BOTBHBI
HOCHUTH BCE, YTO YTOJHO, HUKTO W cjioBa He ckaxeT! Thl uTo — He 3Hanma? A KTO TBOW HAaCTAaBHUK?
OH toxe ceituac B bae?

— Tlouemy THI 3ajaenib CTOJIBKO BONPOCOB? — CHOBA MONO3pUTENbHO cripocuia Kora. Ona
pelumia moka He TOBOPUTb, YTO Jake He 3HAeT, KTO Takue JIOKKU. Bapyr 1o eme npurogurcs. — Tel
4YTO, CAM — TU CaMBbI€ JIOKKU?

— Her, — kak-To uepecuyp nocrnemHo otBeTu Jlaid, Jake 3aMOTaB rOJIOBOM il YOeanuTeb-
HOCTH, TOYHO OBITh JIOKKH JUISl HETO YyTb JIM HE TIO30PHO. — $1 IPOCTO yIUBHIICS, BCTPETUBLINCH C
JIOKKH JIMLIOM K Jinity. [Touemy-To Maru 0OXOsT Halll FOPOJ] CTOPOHOM, XOTSI B COCEJHUX MOSIBIISIOTCS
JOBOJIBHO YacTO U TMOJIb3YIOTCSI CBOMMU NPUBWIIETUSAMU. — OH MONEPXHYIICs, KAUISIHYJI U, OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO CMYTHBILKCH, 100aBuiI: — Hy, Tak roBopsT. . .

— Hy, nagHo, — orpyomna Kora, pemureib-HO NOTHUMASICh C TIOTYPACKOJIOUEHHOTO SIIIHKA, T1e
cujesia BO BpeMsl pa3roBopa, JaBasi OTAbIX HATEPTHIM CTYIHAM. — MeHs xayT! — U pemmrensHo MHyB
Kyuy O€JIoro TpsIbsi B CTOPOHY, HAIPaBUJIACh K MTPOXOLY.

— XoauTth 311ech OOCUKOM, — YCMEXHYBIIHCh, 3aMeTw1 Jlai, — s1 Ob1 He coBeToBasl. Ecn noporu
HOTHY, KOHEUHO. .. Kak Obl HM OBUTH yKaCHBI 9TU CTAPOMOJIHBIE TY(DJIU, BCE-TaKU MPUIETCS X HAJETh.

Kota ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO ITIsIHYJIA HA KOKaHbIE KOJIOIKH, B3/I0XHYJIa M BCIIOMHMJIA MOCTOBYIO, YK€
C CaMoro yTpa 3arakeHHyl0 OCTaTKaMH IHUIIH, 13 YCesHHYI0 KepaMUYeCKUMH OCKolKamu. 1 Oblia
BBIHYK/IEHA [TPU3HATD, YTO NapeHsb npas. C Tockoii norsaena Ha Jlas (cHU3y BBepx, ockonbKy Kora
ObLJ1a TIOUTH Ha JIBE TOJIOBBI HIKE), MOTOM Ha Ty, Tskeno B3I0XHYB, ¢ TPYIOM BTHCHYJIa B HUX
pacnyxiie ot HenmpuBbIYHOM 00yBHY cTynHu. [llarHyna u cpady oxHysaa ot 6omu. KpoBaBbie MO30/M
cpagdy namm o cede 3Hath. Ho, mokocuBimch Ha Jlasi, cTHCHY 1A 3yObl U TBEPAOW TOXOIKOW HAIPaBH-
JIach K BBIXOAY M3 3aKyTOuUKa. TaM, He IycKasi HUKOTO BHYTpPb, TEPIEIMBO OXUJa1 ABEC.

— Mosxer, emie yBuaAUMCS, — ychbllliaa OHa XpuIuisli rosoc Jlad. Kazanock, mapeHs cam He
BepuJ B 3T0. — Haiifens MeHs Ha MmycThipe 3a CTEHOM, OKOJIO CTaporo Mocrouka yepe3 Opu. A tam
MOYTH KaX]Iplil BEUEP TPEHUPYIOCh. ..

B uem TpeHupyercst HOBBIM 3HaKOMBIN, KoTa yxke He paccbliiana, HOCKOIbKY 1IYM Mpa3/iHy-
IOLLEH TOJIIBI 3aJTyLINIT BCE 3BYKH.

— Yo Tak noiro? — mouTH pasapakeHHo MpoBopuail ABec, XBarasi CecTpy 3a pyKy. — Tenepb
PUCKYEM MOTEPATh CBOMX — CTaHYT JIM HAC KAaTh!

Ho Kora numib 6naskeHHO ynsiOHysack. [a, Ha Heii Bce ele ObUT ypOIIMBBIN PhIKUI MApUK,
Ja CTUCKMBAIOIIMI pedpa KOPCeT, HO OT YYJIOK, CTPAILITHO HATHPAIOIIMX BHYTPEHHUE CTOPOHBI Oerep,
12 TSOKENBIX 1000K, TAHYIIMX TeJO K 3eMJIe, OHA Bee-Taku n30aBuiack! M yxe 3T0 HeCKa3aHHO pajio-
Bajio. M moka ABec Tamui ee 3a coOOH, YHBUIO MBITasICh HAUTH B ToJe OpaTheB, KoTa BcrioMHMIa
O HeJaBHeW BCTpedye W HEOXKUHAAHHO Uil ceOs ynplOHYNIack. BhIIo 4TO-TO TporareabHO-HAaMBHOE B
CMEIIHOM HECKJIaJHOM MapeHBbKe. ..

BHeszanHo 13 ckonMila Hapoja BO3HUK yrpiomblil JIomiec v MOTSAHYI AEBYLIKY 32 JIOKOTb.

— Hy, rne Bbl nponananu? Mel yke 4ac pbllLieM IO BCEH IUIOMAAN! — HaXMYpPHBILUCh, BOPY-
JIMBO BHIrOBapuBaJ OH. — He Hamo Obl1o Oparh IEBUYOHKY, OOHA 3200Ta — CIIEIUTh, Kak Obl Yero He
CJTyYHJIOCH.
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Jlomniec Bopuan U BopyYal, Jeprasi cecTpy 3a pykKy. BbUio Tak XOpoIio erie MUHYTY Ha3aj, a
TeTiepb pas3ipakeHue pBAJIIOCh U3 TPYIH, CMETast BCE CTPaxH.

— Jla Hrgero co MHo# He ciyuutcsi! — Korta BeIpBanach u3 1enkux pyk. — BoooOie, moxere
UATH ceOe 1o CBOMM JiesiaM, a s OyIy OjiHa pa3BJieKaThCs!

Onu eme y3Haot, uto KoTa cama Moxer o cebe mo3adbotutbesi! eBylka 3710 nepenepHy.ia
XyIeHbKUMH TIIEYMKaMH, KOrJja CKpUBUBIIMICS JIomiiec CyHy B pyKH MEIIOUeK C JeHbraMu, Y Hee
yxe ectb oguH. Ho, xorma sipkuie kam3onsl Jlomieca u ABeca vicue3nu 3a (purypamu oObIBaTelIeH,
Kora 3amanukoBaja, OCKOJIBKY BIIEPBbIE OCTalach OfIHA, a TOJIA HApoja MOKAa3aJach OrPOMHBIM
CTpallHbIM uyauileM. B ecy Bce 3HaKOMO, TaM CITOKOMHO M KaIblil KYCT POAHOU. 3/1€Ch ke uykue
3anaxu, COMBAIOIIE C TOJIKY MHOT0OOpa3ueM M MOpOoy HENMPUSATHBIM OIyIeHneM B ropTanu. Kora
CIJIOTHYJIA, BHIITPSIMUJIACH U CMeJIo ocMoTpesiack. OHa He JIOJKHA BHIKa3bIBaTh cTpaxa. Bparks BronHe
MOTJI HaOJIo/IaTh 3a Hel, CTpeMsACh y3HaTh, Kak Kota cebs moBener B 3TOM CHTyaruu. DTO ObLI
MOOUMBINA cIOcOO BOCITUTAHUS IIEHKOB B CTae: OPOCHUTH U MO3BOJIUTh MEJIKOMY CAMOMY Hay4IHThCS
BBIOVPATHCS 3 CIJIOKHOU CUTYAITHH.

Kora He 1ocTaBHUT MM TaKOTO YIOBOJIBLCTBUSL. BpaThst ke MOTOM HeJIblii Toj1 Oy/ayT el BCIIOMUHATD
oty Heynauy! A Bpanec, kak y3HaeT — coBceM 3atiokaet! I1pu 3ToM AeByIIKa JyKaBuia cama ¢ CoOoi,
TMIOCKOJIBKY 3HaJIa — CTasi HUKOI/Ia HE OCTaBUT IIeHKa 0e3 moAaep:KKu. UTo Obl HU CITyUnIIoch, OpaThs
PAIOM, ¥ OHA He TomajeT B Oejy.

[NonpasuB napuk, MoIwia Brepes, Haaesch cCaMo MOHSTh, KaK HY)KHO BeCTH ceOsl B Hellpu-
BBIYHOU CHTyaluu. MyX4rHa B CTPaHHOH TUIOTHOW py0Oaxe ¢ JBYMsI TKAaHEBBIMHM XBOCTaMH Ha 3a]-
HHUIIE, YTO IIIeJT BIEPE/In, KMHYJ MEJIKYI0 MOHETKY TPaKTHUPIIHMKY, CTOSIIEMY Ha YJIUIEe C OOUOHKOM U
YPOMJIMBOW KepaMUUYeCcKON KpyKKoil. TOT cpa3y Hajluil SHTapHOW NMPO3PAaYHON KUJIKOCTU U MPOTSI-
HYJI TOKyTaTenio. Myk4rHa, He OTPBIBAsICh, 3AJITIOM BBIITUII COIEPKIMOE, TOBOJILHO (DBIPKHYJI, YTEp
POT PYKaBOM M, XJIOITHYB TPaKTUPIIMKA MO TUIeYy, MOIIeN AajblIe.

Kora TyT e nmoackounsa K TpaKTUPIIHKY, BCYYHB TOMY MOHETY, KOTOpasi IEpBOH MoMaiach B
PYKY 13 Memouka. ONemmBIIni TPAaKTUPIIUK PACTEPSHHO KPYTUJI B pyKax 30JI0TOW KPYIJISALI, pa3-
MBIIILISISE — YEro XOUeT 9Ta sIBHO 3HAaTHas ¢ BUAYy JaMa. KoTa ke JIOBKO IepexBaTHB KepaMUYeCKYIO
KPYXKY, caMa HaJIiIa SHTApHOM )KUKOCTH U ONPOKHHYJIa ceOe B poT. Ho TyT ke 3axyiebHynach Oyp-
JSIUMMY Ty3bIpbKaMy. BeiTapaus ria3a, IOCTENIHO CIUTIOHYJIA TOPHKOBATYIO KUAKOCTb. OTdbIp-
KaBIIIKCh, TIOCTapaJiach MPHUIATH JIUITY JTOBOJBHOE BhIpAKEHHE U XJIOMHYIA 10 TUIeYy TPaKTUPIIHKA.
ToT, coBceM OKOCEB OT MPOUCXOASIIETO, MEJJICHHO T0eXajl B CTOPOHY U, HE YIEep/KaBIINCh, TLTIOX-
HYJICSI Ha OOK, YPOHMB JparolieHHbIi 0040HOK. CKBO3b TPEIHHY B IepeBe, OyATO paHy, MPOCOYMIIACH
Ha IpsI3HBIE KAMHH CBETJIO-KeNTask KUAKOCTb.

Kora ke, cyactimBasi mocje IMEpBOrO CaMOCTOSITEILHOTO TOPOJCKOrO MOCTYIKA, IMOIuUIa
aajblie, He oOpailasi BHUMaHHsI Ha MepelIenThIBAaHU s OKPYKaloux. 1 mycTb IpsiHb, KOTOPYIO TIAJIH
MPOXOXKHUE, OKa3aaach COBCEM IMPOTUBHOM, AEBYIIKA CIIPaBUIACh U OblIa KpaiHe JOBOJBHA COOOM.
OrnsapIBasich IO CTOPOHAM, YBUJIENIA, YTO MHOTHE JIaBKUA OKPYKEHbI TONIOIO 3€BaK, a OJJHA COBCEM
nycroBasia. OKOJIO JBEpH Ha MaJEeHbKOM CTYJIbUMKE JpeMall XyAeHbKUH CTApUUOK. PermmressHo
HaIpaBUBINKUCH TyAa, KoTa Beceno nogymaina, 4to 37ech He OTAaBAT HOru. M oHa, HaKOHell, CMOXKeT
4yT0-HUOYAb KynuTh. Cama!

He oOpairast BHIMaHMSI Ha CTapyKa, TPOCKOJIb3HYIa BHYTPb J1aBKU. [lomerieHe BCTpeTuio ee
NoyTeMHOU npoxJianon. Hacnagusimck TuimmHo#, Kota ABUHYIAach BIOIb MPUJIABKA, OLTYTbIBAs
paznuuHble TpsAnku. CTapuK y BXOfa BCKOJIBIXHYJICSI U CTPEMUTESIHHO BJIETEN B JIaBKY, CIIOBHO €My
ObLIO He OOJIbIlIe JBAIIATH.

— Yro xenaet muias geau? — 3a1e0e3us1 OH.

— O! — Kora 6ecriepeMOHHO 3aj1e371a B CTapblil OOUTHIN KENe30M CYH/IYK, BHITAIIUB JUIMHHBINA
YyTh MEpLAIOIINI 1Al ¢ KamoloHoM. — Kpacuso! 910 uto Takoe?

— D70, — 3aCyeTUJICS TOProBell, — XOPOIIWH IJIaIl, OTIMYHbIHA ruiaim! [ocroxa JIOKKH, OH Bam
MpeKpacHo nopounaer!
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— Kro nokku? — Kora Haxmypuiack 1 o0epHysiachk. CeromHs yxe BTOPO pa3 roBOpsT, YTO OHA
— KaKasa-To JIOKKU. — U BOOOIIE, KTO TAKHUE JIOKKA?

— Tak maru... — Ctapuk pactepsuicsi, HO Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE IJ1a3a ero HaNOJHIINCh CTPAXoM,
pyku 3atpscauch. OH ynan Ha KoJIeH! M B3BbUL: — O, IPOCTUTE CTapuKa, TOCNOoXKa JIOKKU. KoHeuHO
e, Bbl He Mmar! [IpoctuTte, s HUKOMY He CKaxy!

Kora mMaxHyna pykod Ha TPSICYIIErocsi CTAporo MyXK4HMHY, OIETOrO B IPOCTBIE XOJIIOBBIE
OpIOKHM ¥ TOHKYIO pyOaxy, yKpallleHHYI0 rpyOoii BBIIIMBKOW. V1 BHOBb 0OpaTiiia B30p Ha IUKAPHYIO
TKaHb B pykax. OHa HUKOTrJa He BUJENa MOJOOHOW KpacoThl, Jaxke YniBa He MPUBO3MIA HUYETO
noyio6Horo. TyT BO3HUKJIA MBICITb, YTO €CJIU OBl €€ OJIeIM B caMble HEYIOOHbIE OfIEK/Ibl, CIIUTHIE U3
9TOM TaMHCTBEHHOU, MepIAIOIIei HOUHBIM HEOOM U TIypIIaIiell CTapol TpaBoi Ha 3a0BITON Tporie
BoyeOHo TKanu, Kota Obl cTepriena mooslie HeyaoOCTBa, Jake HU MUKHYB HUYETO B MPOTECT.

— Kak 3710 HOCAT? — 3aUuapOBaHHO CIPOCHIIA OHA Y TOPTOBIIA.

ToT B3IpOrHYJI, MOAHSICS U OCTOPOXHO, CTAPAsICh HE MPUKACATHCS K CAMOH JIEBYIIKE, TOMOT
Hanets mail. [Tomo6oBaBmmcs Ha ce0s1 B OrPOMHOM, B YeJIOBEUECKHIA POCT, TIOTEPTOM M MBUILHOM
3epkasie, Korta 3ameTuiia, 4To KpacoTa Iuiaia JIMIb MOJYEePKUBAET YPOICTBO OCTAIBHOTO Hapsija.

— A 40 ernie y Bac ecTb NoioOHoe? — )KaHO CIIPOCHJIa OHA CTApUKA, CTSTUBAS MbUTBHBIN MAPUK.
B 3epkane oHa yBHIena, Kak aHTPALMTOBbIE JIOKOHBI PACCHINAIUCH IO TUIeYaM, OTTEHUB TITyOOKUiA
CHHUY 1BeT Tuiama. B sTor mur Korta BriepBbie cebe OHPaBUIIACh.

— Bce, uTo BaIa cBeTI0CTh MOKENAeT, — MOHUMAIOIIE YABIOHYJICS TOProBell.

OH, KpsIXTS ¥ TBIXTS OT HATYTH, BHITAIIMI HA CEPEIMHY MaJlaTKU CTapblii CYH/AYK U C BUAOM
(bOKyCHMKA OTKMHYJ KpBIIIKY. Pe3B0 Opymysl pykamu, BBITACKMBAJI BEIIM W MTPOBOPHO PaCKJIaIbl-
BaJI HA MPWJIABKe, TIOKAaX M Jaxe Ha noiy. Kora 3auapoBaHHO pasrisiabiBaia y3Kue OpIoKH U3 Yep-
HOTO OJIECTSAIIEro MaTepraia; HeKHYI0, Kak 00J1ako, KpYKeBHYI0 Oy3Ky JUTMHOM 10 Oejipa, ¢ IuKap-
HBIM BO3IYIIHBIM BOPOTHHMKOM M TIBIIIHBIMU pyKaBaMHu. OueHb yIOOHO, YTOOBI CKPBITh KEHCKYIO
rpyab. Kota xkamHo xBatasia Bce OApsi], TaK KakK He TePIesioch PUMEPUTh 3Ty KpacoTy. Toporumso
OCMOTpeJiach B MOUCKAX, IJIe MOKHO MPUTYJIUTHCS, CMEJa C IPUJIABKa KaKMe-TO HEB3pauHbIe TPSITKH,
OepekHO MONOXKUIIA TyAa CBOIO 100bIUY U MPUHSLIACH PACIIHYPOBBIBATH KOPCET, pa3Anpast IVIOTHYIO
TKaHb TUIAThS. ..

— He rybute! — BHe3anHO 1noOneHeB, BCKpHYaI CTAPUK W PyXHYJ Ha KOJICHH.

— A? — youBUIach AEBYIIKA, TOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO TOBOPHIIU TPO IIPHJIMUUS» — MOJI, pa3-
JeBaThCS M TIEPEOIeBaAThCS IPUITIOAHO Heslb3s1. HemoBOIbHO CKOPUMBIIMCE, OMYCTUJIA PYKH, HO TOJI-
aena ObUIO yXe czienaHo. B TakoM BHJe BBIXOIUTD U3 JIABKU TeM OoJiee HeTTPUIYHO.

Toproaell OCTOPOKHO PUTIOJHSLI TOJIOBY, yoeauics, uyro Korta Gosnbliiie He oronsiercs, u, ooner-
YEHHO B3/I0XHYB, TSKEJIO TTOAHSIIICS.

— Ecnm rocnioka xenaet nepeofeThes, s 3arpy JaBKy U MO30BY JOUKY IMOMOYb, — BHITHpAs CO
702 XONOAHBIN TOT, TIPOMOJIBMJI OH, M YIIIeJ BITyOb, MCIIyTaHHO OIJISIBIBAsICh HA XMYPYIO MOKYTIa-
TEJIbHHUILY.

Uepe3 MUHYTY B MajaTKy BieTena KpacHoulekas nesuia. [Ipu Bume momyoneroit Kotel ona
OWKHYJa 1 3apaenach. [IoToM, cnoxBaTUBIIKCE, 3ariepiia JBepb OIPOMHBIM, — C JIA/IOHb, — KeJIe3HBIM
KJIIOYOM, ¥ OCTOPOKHO MPUOSIM3UIACH K TOCTIOKE.

— ITo3BosnbTe, 51 MOMOTY, — CMYIIIEHHO TIpoJienieTaia OHa.

Kora B310xHyna, HO MO3BOJIMJIA JIOBKUM TAJIbYMKaM TOMOIIHUIIB CTSHYTh TUIAThe W PaCIIHY-
poBath KopceT. JleBuiia 4To-T0 Hepa3dopYrBO OOpPMOTAJIa TP BUje OOOPBAHHBIX 000K M aXHYJa,
3aMETUB Ha CTPOMHBIX Oe/Ipax rOCHOKU KPOBABbIE BOJIIBIPH.

-V Bac TaiiHOe /1e510? — Y4yTh OCMEJIEB, CITPOCKIIA OHA JIPOKAIIMM TOJIoCOM. — Buaumo, mpo-
HukM B bait BTuxyio? Hazetock, Bce mpoIiiio yiayHo?

Kora He orBeTwia, MM C MOAO3pPEHHEM IVISIHYB Ha 10Yb TOProBia. Ta, pemms, 4TO roc-
MOKa CEPAUTCS Ha CTOJIb HEYMECTHOE JIIOOOIBITCTBO, MOCHENTHO 3aMOJIKIa. Bee eme HenoymeBast
10 TIOBOALY CJIOB npucityrd, Kota oOnauniack B mukapHyo pyoaxy. ToHKast HexKHasi TKaHb JlacKasa
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KOy, Ha KOTOpOH erle ObUIM BUAHBI CHHIONIHBIE MOJOCKUA OT TYroro Kopcera. Y3Kue OpIoKM Ha
XyneHbKylo Koty cenu npocto uaeanabHO, IMPOKUI MOSIC OJYEPKHY TOHKYIO Tanuio. JleBuria npen-
JIOKHJIa TOCTHOKe BHIOpaTh kuiieT. Kote moHpaBuiics MajeHbKHA, — MOYTH KOPCET, — HO 0e3 KECTKUX
BCTaBOK, /12 ¥ ITHYPOBKA 37IeCh CITYKUJIA JIUIb YK PAIICHUEM.

3anaxHyBIIKCH B IJIaI1I, OHA OIIYTHJIA ceOst KeM-TO IPyIM — JIEBYIIKA, YTO CMOTpEJIa U3 MbLUIb-
HOTO 3epKaJjia, COBCEM He HalIOMUHAJA JUKYIO, B3JIOXMaY€HHYIO O30PHBIM BETPOM MAllaHKY, KOTOPYIO
nokaseiBasio Korte orpaxenue B o3epe.

— Yero-To He XBaTaeT, — 33AyMUMBO MPOTSIHYJIA OHA.

— fcHo pmeno, 4yero, — XMXUKHYJIA JOYb TOProBlia M MPUTAIIMJIA U3 JAJTbHErO yrjla BHICOKHE
TEMHbIE Carlory, Bpojie TeX, KOTOpPbIe JOCTATIICh XUTpIOre YBapocy.

Kora ocTopoxHO moTporajia TOHKYIO MPOXJIAJHYI0 KOXKY, C COMHEHHEM IJIsijis Ha CBOM OOChIe
Horu. OHa 6os1ack 60JH, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM IPUYMHHUTH MO3OJIHM, OCTAaBJICHHbIE HA MAMSITh KECTKUMHU
ty¢sivu. Ho 60crKkoM MITH 1O ropoay HEBO3MOKHO, TaK UTO MPUETCS HaJleBaTh 00yBb. Bo BesskoM
clly4ae, Ha BUJI JIerYaiIime caroXKu ObLTH MATKUME 1 oOeraii KoM¢opT. CKOPUUBIIUCH OT OKUAA-
HUS, IEBYIIIKAa OCTOPOKHO HATsIHYJA y3Koe roseHuIne. CTYITHIO JIMIIb Yy Th 3aCaJJHUAJIO — TUIACTHYHAS
KO’Ka He PUYMHSLIIA HU KaIuli Hey10O0CTBa, U ake HECKOIBKO MPUTYILISIA HETIPUSTHBIE OLIYIIECHHUS.
[Mouemy xe UniBa He Kynuiia Takylo yIoOHyI0 00yBb? 3aueM 3acTaBUiIa HOCUTD KECTKUE KOJOIKU?

— Bam HpaBuTCs, — BONPOCUTENIBHOW WHTOHALIMM B TOJIOCE JOYEpU TOProBIla He OBbUIO,
MOCKOJIBKY M TaK ObLJIO BUJHO, YTO TOCIIOXA OUEHb JIOBOJIbHA.

Kora cmaxnyna ¢ jviia Memaomyo npsijap U ¢ Ope3rJMBbIM BHIPAKEHUEM YCTaBUJIACh Ha
JIaJIoHb, UCTIAYKAHHYIO B OeJTMiIax ¥ MbLUTH. JIeBYIIKa B TPOCTOM CHTIIEBOM IUIATHUIIE, KaK y CEJISIHKH,
MOHMMAIOIIE KMBHYJIA U METHYJIaCh BHYTPb NAJIATKH, BBITAIIMB HA MPUJIABOK CTapblii MEAHBIN Ta3,
M3YKpAIeHHBI BMSATHHAMU U 3€JIeHOBAaThIM HajleToM. Ho BoJja B HeM okasasach uucTasi ¥ 4yTh Tell-
nas. Kota ¢ HacnaxaeHneM ymbLIach, TIIATEIBHO OTCKpedasi ¢ JIMIa TOJICTHIN CJION rpuMa, KporoT-
JIMBO HAJIOKEHHOTO KopMuHLel. [IoToM BbITepiach OeTOCHEKHBIM MOJIOTEHIIEM, TPOTSHYTHIM CHO-
POBUCTOM IOMOUTHULIEH.

— A BbI Oygere MaTUTh? — OCTOPOXKHO OCBEIOMMJIACH AEBYIIKA, YyTh OTCTYHAasl C Ta3UKOM
MYTHOW BOJBbI.

— Byny, — npocto noxaa ruieyamu Kota, HatapuBasi B TpsI3HOM TPSAIIbE, €llle HeJJAaBHO COCTaB-
JISIBIIIEM €€ HapsiJl, MEIIOYKH C MOHETKaMH. — A 4TO, MOKHO HE TUIATUTh?

— JIokku He Bcerja IJaTsT, — HEONpeIeJIeHHO OTBETWIIA J0Yb TOPrOBIA U, OTIEPEB ABEPH,
ycyessna B ITyOMHe MalaTKy.

C ynmuiipl 3a1est CTapyvK U TINATEIbHO MPUKPBLT 32 COO0M ABEPb.

— T'ocrioka noBosbHA? — BKPAJYMBO CIIPOCKII OH, CTyMasl MO TOJy TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO TEPBBIA
JIEOK Ha 03epe.

— Byny niatuts, — nmonumaroie ycmexuysnachk Kora. Hy u paboTka y Jiosieil — CTOJIBKO HEpPBOB,
7 ellie ¥ HEU3BECTHO, 3aIlIaTsT WIH HeT.

CrapuK JOBOJIBHO 3ayJIbIOAJICS M 3aTPSC PEICHbKOW OOPOICHKOM, MOJACYUTHIBASI B YME CYMMY.

— Tpuanare 3010ThIX, — TOPKECTBEHHO OOBSIBUII OH, UyTh OTCTYIIMB, BUIUMO, HA BCSIKHUM CITy-
yaii. Bapyr mary uTor He MOHPaBUTCSI.

Kora ye mpocekJia, 4To JJOKKM — 9TO TaKue CO3[IaHusI, KOTOpbIX Bce Oositcsi. Ho B maBke oHa
Halia KOMIIPOMHUCC ME3K/1y HOPMaJIbHBIM CYIIIECTBOBAHMEM B XOJIIOBBIX IITAHAX M YKACHOU MBITKOM
Kyuei TpsMbs, Ie COOMI0IEHbl TOPOCKHE MPUIMYHS, HO Ok A TIOUTH He MeIIaeT. A 3a Takoe yao-
BOJIbCTBHE MOKHO OBLJIO M pactiiaTuThes. K ToMy ke, I€HbIM — 3TO JIUIIb CMEIIIHbIE OIeCTSIIIe KpyT-
asmKky. VIMU He yTONUTh TOOA ¥ He 3alUTUTLCS OT Meda. OHa KMHYJIA CTApUKY OJMH U3 MEIIOUKOB.

— DTOro JOCTaTO4YHO?

TOT nenoBUTO pa3Bsizall TECEMKY M 3aryIsiHYJ BHYTpPb. JIMIO CTapuKa CMEIIHO BBITSIHYJIOCH.
Kaxercs, Takoii IeIpOCTH OH HE OXKUAAL.

— Cnacu60, 1o6pasi rocroxa, — pacTepsiHHO Iporentai oH. — CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO.
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Kora 6e3paznyHo moxasa riedamMmy 1 HarpaBmiach K BBIXOMY, HO CTAPHK TMOACKOUYMII U YyTh
HE HACWJILHO CYHYJN B PyKH MOKymnaTeJbHUIBI cyMKy. [Toka KoTa pactepsiHHO KpyThia B pykax, Kak
el TOKa3aJ10Ch, OOJIBIION KapMaH U3 TOHKOM, HO KPETKON YepHOU KOXKHU, CTAPUK METAJICS 1O JIaBKe,
cobupas ofgexay. [IoTomM OH crienHo MUXHYI AEBYIIKE ele napy pyoax v Kakue-To MITaHBbI.

— JInHMe neHsru He IPUHOCHT yady, roCroXka, — MPOMSIMIIUI OH, YTIIOPHO IBITAasiCh BCYYUTh
ele Kakue-To Bemy. — Ho BOT Tak Bce OyIyT JOBOJBHBL. DTO XOpOIIas Ofiek/a, rocroxka He mpora-
JaerT.

Kora paccestHHO y/bIOHY1aCh, MO3BOIMIIA YTPAMOOBATH eIlle TIapy TPSATIOK, J1a TOBECHUIIa CYMKY
Ha rievo. [lycts Oyner, BAPYT elre 3axoueTcsi BHIOPaThCsl B TOPOJI. .. A MOXET, M Ha MOJISTHKY Tepe
MOCTOM, PO KOTOPYIO TOBOPUJI CMENTHON MaibuuK Jlait. JIoOpoayIHO nmoMaxas J0BOJIBHOMY TOp-
TOBILY, JIEBYIIIKA BHICKOYMJIA HA YIIUILY.

— HaneHpre KamiomoH, rocroxa, — JOHECI0Ch BCIIEN.

Bunumo, TyT IpUHATO MPHUKPBIBATH CBOM BOJIOCH JIMOO MapuKoM, JInOo KamomoHoM. Hy uto
xe, Kora He mpotuB. K Tomy ke, OTHO yIOBOJILCTBHE JIMIITHUIA pa3 MPUKOCHYTHCS K TKaHH, U3 KOTO-
PO¥ cesaH IuIaiL.

OHa 11112 1Mo y/uIie B MOUCKaxX OpaTheB U MOJTyvasa YIOBOIbLCTBUE OT PA3HUIIBI B OLTYILCHHUSIX.
Hurne He naBut, He xmer, He TpeT. Kak Mano nopoit HyxkHO [uist c4acTbsi! UyTh CBBIKHYBIINCH C
HOBOW ofex 101, Kota 3ametnna u apyrue nepeMensl. Ha Hee Teneps HUKTO He mismuiics. Maiio Toro,
OKPY’KaIoI[Fe YIOPHO CTAPAJIUCh HE CMOTPETh B €€ CTOPOHY, MOCIIEIIHO OTBO/ISI CITy4YailHO OpOIIeH-
HBI B3I, VI BOKpYT Beerga OblIo CBOOOIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, XOTS HA TUIOHIAH OblTa Takas ke
TOJIKYYKa, YTO U Yac Hazal.

— Kpomnoc! — Kora notsinyna 3a npsiib pychiX BOJIOC, OOHApY:KMB OpaTta JOKa3bIBAIOIIUM YTO-
TO JIBYM TIPEJIECTHBIM JICBYIIIKAM.

TomyGornasblil napeHb OrJISHYJICS, U OYapoBaTesibHAs YJIBIOKA CHON3Na ¢ iuia. MrHOBEHHO B
ero pykax okazajcsi HO, KOTOPbIA BOMH MPUCTABUII K I1iee IeBYIIKHU. [IeBHII, C KOTOPBIMH OH pasro-
BapuyBaJl, MPOCTHLT U CJIeJl, €JBa OHU B3MISIHYJIM HA JeBylKy. Kota oTmaTHyach.

— Bpar! — ucnyraHHO BCKpUKHYJIa OHA.

— Kora?! — HeckazaHHO M3yMumJics MapeHb, olyckas pyKy. BHuUMartesnpHO ormsifen cecrpy ¢
TOJIOBBI /IO HOT U ycMexHyicsl. — To-To s 3amaxa Maruu He mouysul... IHTepecHo, ¢ KaKuX IMop Thl
nepekBaTMUIIMPOBATIach B JIOKKU? XOTs, OTpHIIaTh He Oymy, Tede oueHb uaer. He Oyap Thl Moel
CeCTpoy, Ipuyaapui Obl MPEHEPEMEHHO 32 TaKOM KpacoTkom! XoTs, uTo s Hecy, eciiv Obl sl He yOou
nokku, Congec 661 MHE CAMOMY TOJIOBY OTKPYTHUT!

— OOBsICHM TOJIKOM, KTO OHHU Takue? — ycrano norpocuia Kora. — [Touemy ux Bce Tak 6osTcst
Y TIOYeMY JIOKKH OJIeBaIOTCS B Takue ofexpl... Her, He Tak! [Toyemy npyrue He MOTYT OfieBaThCs
B HACTOJIBKO yIOoOHbIe KocTioMbl? [locie Toil xKyTH, 4To Hallenuia Ha MeHsl YniiBa, Bce 9TO KaKeTcs
MHE JIETKHM O0JIaYKOM !

— Hacuer moppl, 51 He coBeTurK, — nomopiuics Kponoc. — Mbl crapaemcsi ofeBaThCsl Tak,
YTOOBI HE CHJTBHO BBIICJIATHCS U3 TOJMBL. A HACUET JIOKKH. .. Kak Obl 3T0 00bsicHUTh. Ecii BKpartiie,
9TO Mar", YepHble KOJIYHBI. .. HY JIOOH, KOTOPbIE MOTYT OOJIbIIIE, YeM JIpyTHe.

— Yro moryt? — He noHsna Kora.

— Bce. Hy, y JOKkM BOOOIE Ipyroe MHUPOBO33pEHHE, — OECCBSI3HO MPOAOIKHII BECENbIN
napeHs, OyATo Obl M HE PACCIIBIIIAB BOIIPOCa CecTphl. — [yl HUX BaXkKHa JIMIIb BJIacTh. He 1o, 4T00bI
OHH TaKue Yy Bce U3 ceOsl OnacHbIe. . . CTAJIKMBAJICSA s ¢ mapovkoil. Tak cede. .. Ho mpoTMBHUK HenpH-
SITHBIM.

— Huuero He noHsiia, — pa3o3miack AeByIIKa. — MeHs Bce BOKPYT MPUHUMAIOT 32 HEM3BECTHO
Koro. $I cama TOJIKOM He 3Halo, 4ero ot MeHs kayT. Kak ce0s BecTH, 4TO /ies1aTh, YTO TOBOPUTb. . .

— B ToM-TO 1 npeniects, — BApPYr paccmesicss Kpogoc. — YTo MOKHO JeaTh, FTOBOPUTH U TBO-
puth uto yrogHo. [IpocTeie Jiionu Bce paBHO HE IOMMYT, HO U OOSTHCS HE MepecTanyT. BoT Toibko
MOCTapaiics ¢ JIOKKU He pa3roBapvBarh... €CJIM BAPYT BCTPETHUINb. XOTs, OTKYJa UM TYT B3SThCA. . .
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yX cras no3adotuiacsk! Bee paBHO 3anomMHu: He pasroBapuBath! Te cpasdy mpocekyT, KTo Thl. U cTas
JIMIIUTCS TAKOTO XOPOILETo BOMHA.

— 0O, Kora! — Kak Bcerga HeoxuIaHHO U3 TOJIBI BO3HUK Jlomitec. XBana HeOecam, Opat He cTas
HaOpachIBaTLCS C HOXKOM, cpa3y npusHaB Koty. — Ve npubdapaximiack. Xopoias MaCKUPOBKaA, He
1O, yTo YninBa Tyt Hamyapuia. U rimaBHoe — neny He meraer! [lonutu, ects 1uis Te0s 3a1aHue.

Kpomoc MrHOBEHHO CKOpYMII YMHYIO0 (PM3HMOHOMUIO U CKOJB3HYIN creioM 3a Opatom. Kora,
HEJIOyMEHHO NOXaB IUleYaMu, MpocieioBaia 3a HUMU. [lepen feByIIKO#, Kak M paHbLIe, paccTy-
najicsi Hapop, 00pasysl HIMPOKUI MTPOXOJ B HAIIPABJICHUH B3IJIsAa. B KOHIIE MMIIPOBU3MPOBAHHOTO
KOpPHU/I0pa OHa YBHJIEJIa OTOPOKEHHYIO TUIOLIALIKY.

MocroBast 31ech Obula IIEAPO yChNaHa kelThiM meckoM. LlaTtkoe orpakaeHue 00NN
mon. OHU KpUYaJTH, Maxalyd pyKaMy U BCSYECKU BbIpaxanu OypHble sMormu. B cepeaune kpyra,
HATYKHO TIBIXT$1, CLETIMIMCH ABOE MYyKuMH. Ha KaxjoM ObUTH TOJTBKO KOJKaHble OPIOKH, Tesla OecTesnu
OT I0Ta, BOJIOCHI IPS3HBIMU COCY/IbKAMU CKpbIBa/IY JMLa. Kota B31poruyna, pa3riseB Ha IesX yThl-
KaHHBIE OCTPBIMM LIMIIAMU KOBaHble OIIEHHUKU. [Ipruem 1 ¢ HapyKHOW, M C BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHBI,
Ha KOX€ YK€ BUIHENUChH ClIe/Ibl KPOBOIOATEKOB.

TyT, y MOTyCrHUBIIETO CTOIONUKA, K KOTOPOMY TSIHYJIUCH IIETIH OT OIIEHHUKOB OOPIOLITUXCSI, OHA
yBUJEJIA U OCTAJIbHBIX OpaTheB. JIniia ux ObUIM COCPEIOTOUCHBI, OPOBU — HAXMYPEHBI.

— Kora? — ynquBnenHo B3maxHyJ1 pykamu pbikuii Kosec. — Hy u nenal

— Ilymaio, OHa IIOMOXET, — C 3aMETHBIM COMHEHUEM MPOTsaHyI Jlomiiec, 3ayMUnBO pasrisiabl-
Basl JIEBYILIKY.

— Yem nmomous? — 3arHTepecoBaiach Kora, pasrisasiBast Gopromuxcs. Llenkuii B3rs cpasy
BblzIesIT ofHOTO. OH OBUT MOHMKE U SIBHO XYJOCOYHEE CBOEro MYCKYJIMCTOro conepHuka. He 3ps
JeBYIIIKa 0OpaTiiia Ha Hero BHUMaHue. BouH ObLT SIBHO JTyullie TTOATrOTOBJIEH, 3HAJI, TJie CJIa0ble MecTa
y IPOTHBHUKA 1 KaK YUTH OT HanajgeHust. Ho aBMkeHus ero Oosblie MoAXOAUIN Obl ISl CXBATKH Ha
Meuax. — A ouemy oHu aepyrtcsi? ToT, moHwxKe, Jydie Obl MEYOM OpyIOBal.

— JleBouKa Bce BUAUT, — IOBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS 3aropesibiil YBapoc. — OOBSICHATD JOJITO, HYKHO
0CBOOOIUTD ero. X03sWH MpOofaTh ero oTkazajics. Mbl HaIesIMCh, YTO Thl, — B 00pa3e MpeKpacHou
JaMbl, — CyMeeIllb 3arOBOPUTH CKpsTe 3yObl, TTOKA Mbl OCBOOOIVITN OBl OS/THSTY.

— Komy Tyt 3yOBI 3aroBoputh? — X0J0qHO yTouHmiIa KoTa, ¢ 3aMeTHBIM XpYyCTOM pa3MUHas
PYKH.

— 3aroBopuTh, a HE JMIIUTh BCeX 3yOOB, — XOJIOAHO ocaaun ee Jlomyec. — [Ipaky 3atesTh u
6e3 TeOs1 Obl CMOIVIH. A THI TETIepb C BUY JIOKKU. KTO 3HaeT, KIIOHET JIM XO341H Ha CTOJb OIMAaCHYIO
npumaHKy? XoTs, TOnpoOOBaTh CTOMT, OUYEHb HE XOUeTCsl TOpPOJ Ha yIIM MOAHUMaTh. Bapyr, 3To
BOOOIIIE HE OH. ..

— Ko «oH»? — pacrepsinHO cripocuiia Korta. OHa npucTanbHO cieuiia 3a I0pKUM MPOTUBHU-
KOM, HO BHEIITHWI BUJ pada HA O 4eM el He rOBOpuIL. JleByIllka HUKOI/IA paHbllle He BUJEa TOro
YeJIOBEKA.

— Kora, nociymaii, — Jlomec pa3BepHy.1 JeBUYLIKY K ceOe U, 9yTh HAKJIOHUBIIUCH, 3arJITHYJT
B UepHbIE IJ1a3a. — BOH BUIMIIL TOTO MyXkXHKa B (PHOJIETOBOM KaM30Jie M KPACHBIX OOJIEraloNux ITa-
Hax?

— Bon Toro neryxa? — cMesich, yTOYHMIIA JEBYIIKA, YKa3aB MaJbIEM Ha YIBIOUUBOTO MYKUYUHY
CPeIHHMX JIET, TIIATEJILHO MPUIIAKUBAIOLIETO Oesiechie YCHI.

— Toro, — HemHoro pazouapoBanHo B310xHY1 Jlomsnec. Kora coBcem emie gesuonka! — Hyxno
MIOCTPOUTH €My TJIa3KH, IIOMaHUTh. Tak, 4ToOBl OH TOIIeN 3a TOOOM, puBJieub BHUMaHue. Eciu o
HE YBUAUT, KTO OCBOOOMI pada, TO HUYETro cesaTh He CMOXKET.

— Kak 310 — m1a3ku nocrpouts? — pacrepsiiack Kora.

— Ox, neBoukKa, — CXBaTWJICS 3a TOJIOBY CYpOBBIi BOMH. — HUKak He qymait, 4To kKeHIIMHY HYKHO
yUHUTh TIOAOOHBIM BetllaM! Hy. .. MOAMUTHY YTO JIU, TAJIBYUKOM TIOMAHH. . . TaM, ITyTOBKY PACCTETHH. . .
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— Ilonpobyto, — 3agymunBo npotsiHyia Kora, o6gymbiBast 3aganue. — A 4To, €Clid OH He MOu-
ner?

— Hapo cnenarsp Tak, 4ytoObI oresn, — crporo Hakazan Jlomec.

— Hapo — cpenaem, — 6e33a00tHO mporena Kora. Ee BIpyr oxBaTiio BOOIyIIeBJICHUE, BE/Ib
3TO TepBasi BO3MOKHOCTb MTPOSIBUTH ce0s1, I0Ka3aTh BCEM, UTO OHA yXke He peOeHOK.

Ornsanesimch, Kota 3a1yMunBo 0601u1a BOKPYT HEOOJBIIIOrO BO3BBIINIEHUS, HA KOTOPOM pac-
TIOJIOXKUJIACH 3HATHBIE BEJIbBMOXKHU U COCEJHUE XapIbl, Habmoaatommye 3a 6oem. KOpkuii My KU4OK CHO-
BaJI Cpe/Ii HUX, COOMpPast 3BOHKME MOHETHI. TOT, KOro Hafo ObUIO OTBJIEYb, U TaK MOYTH HE CMOTPEI
Ha TUIOIIA/IKY C MECKOM, IMOCKOJIbKY «IETYyX» MONepeMEeHHO Opocall XkajHble B3I TO Ha JEHBIH
rOCTel, TO Ha IEKOJIbTE MX CIYTHHII.

Kora oTKMHYyna KamommoH, MonbiTagach MATepHEN MpuJecaTh KONTYHBI YEPHBIX BOJIOC, OCIa-
OvJia IMHYPOBKY KUJIETKH, PACCTETHy/Ia BEPXHHUE MyTOBUILIB PyOaxu, MOUTH Oroiisisi rpyab. OQuH u3
MYKYMH Ha TIOMOCTE OKPYIJIWII I71a3a, IEpErHyBIIICH Yepe3 MepuJia, 1, TOTepsiB PABHOBECHE, PYXHYT
B TOJIITY MTPOCTONMIOAMHOB. KoTa cMyIlieHHO KaluisiHy1a, BUAUMO, TIepecTapanach, U 3aCTerHyJa napy
nyroeuil. Ho make ocraBierocsi JeKoibTe ObLJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OTBJIEYh BHUMAHHME BEJIBMOXK
OT OOPBHOBL.

— Oi1, cMoTpH, Kakasi KpacoTka! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OJIUH.

— Jla oHa ke — JIOKKHU, — MOMOPIIUJICS cocell, ¢ onackou misias Ha Kory.

— Jla XOTb cTenHasi BeAyHbs1! — BOCXMINIEHHO OTO3BaJics nepBbiii. — OHa npekpacHa! [lycth
MEeHsI 3aKOJI/IyeT. . .

«[letyx» o3upasicsi B IOMCKax TO, KOMY MpeAHa3HAYaIMCh JIECTHBIE cIoBa. Hammapus B Tomme
JIOKKH, BBITapaIiui Oeliechle ria3a 1 MeIJICHHO 3aIiiics Kpacko. KoTta ycMexHyach v oAMUTHYJIA.
My>K4MHa CIJIOTHYJI M OTJIsIETICS B TIOUCKAaX BE3YHUMKA, HO BCE BOKPYT CMOTPEIM Ha HErO CaMoro.
C nmoneit 3aBUCTH, YTO HAa Pa30fIETOro MPOXMHIEs 0OpaTHiia BHUMaHKUe Takas KpacaBHlla, MyCTh U
oracHasl.

«Yro Tam Jasnelie, 1o miaHy», — CyJOpPOKHO BCroMuHaima Kota, KoTopoil yaanoch npusjiedb
BHUMaHMe X03siMHa pada. — «Ax, aa! [ToMaHUTH».

Ona mogHsNa pyKy W, MEAJEHHO OTCTaBUB MAJIbUMK, KOKETIMBO MOMAaHWIA «IeTyxa». Ha
naMsITh HEOKMIAHHO MPUIILTM ciioBa Jlas 0 )KeHCKMX HOKax, KoTa mocraBmiia HOCOK carora Ha
JIaBOYKY, OECIIEpEMOHHO CIUXHYB C Hee TPSI3HOr0O MPOCTOMOANHA, OTKMHYJIA TUIal] 32 CIIMHY, TOKa-
3bIBasi CTPOMHOE Oepo, OOTSHYTOEe TeMHOH TKaHbo. C TIOMOCTa pa3fasics 3a3bIBHBINA CBUCT. JlaMbl,
BCE KaK OfIHA, JOCTAJIM Beepa U MPUHSUIMCh OCTEPBEHEI0 MU OOMAaxMBaThCsl, PEBHUBO TSI Ha
COMEpHHUILy. YBbl, OHU HUUYETO HE MOTJIM MPOTUBONOCTABUTD JIOKKU B OOJIETAIONINX OpIOYKaXx.

Kora ermie pa3 nogMuraysa «metryxy» — TOT yke o0arpoBel, — U, pa3BepHYBILIHCH, MEIEHHO
JBUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY MajiaTok. OHa He OIJIsAbIBAIaCh, YyBCTBYS, UTO MYKUMHA HABEPHSIKA MOWIET
CJIEJIOM.

— Benu ero k Tomy npoxony, — mernHya Asec, HaOmoaas!, Kak X03si1H pada dyTh JId He KyBBIp-
KOM CKaTBIBAETCSI I10 JIECTHUIIE, CTapasich He yrycTuTh Koty u3 Buza.

JleBymika yOpicTpuIIa mar, mpoOrpasch B Tojre. X03auHy ObUIO ellie CIoXKHee, Belb eMy, B
OTJIMYME OT JIOKKH, opory He ycrynaiu. Tak uto Kora nepoii jodpanachk 10 mpoxona, B KOTOPOM He
TakK JIaBHO CTOJIKHYJAch ¢ Jlaem, TeprennBo 10Xk Janach, OKa «IeTyX» YBUAUT €€, CHOBA [IOMaHuIa
MaJIbYMKOM, U CKPBUIACh MEXKY MaJIaTOK.

HeOGonpimas miomaaka Obi1a mycTbiHHA. O HECKJIaJHOM IOHOINE HATIOMMHAJIO JIMIIL TEMHOE
CMepasiiiee Tapbio MATHO Ha 3emule. KoTa 3acTerHyna CKOJMb3KME MyTOBKU U 3allIHYpOBajia XKUJeT,
BBIITYCTHB MIOBEPX IUKapHOE %ka00. B Kopuaopurke MenbKHYI (PUOJIETOBBIN KaM30JT 3aMaHUBAEMOM
mad. Kota yeMexHyach sipkomy codetanuto. OXBaueHHbBIN CTPACTHIO MYKUMHA TIPUHST YKUMKY 3a
MIPU3BIBHYIO YABIOKY ¥ OpOCHJICS K Held, HO ObLT TYT ke MepexBaueH XKeJIe3HOM XBaTKOH CypOBOTO
Jlomneca. Cneiom nosiusicst YBapoc U XUTPO NOAMUTHYIL.

— Kaxkas Tb1 y Hac oka3biBaeTcsi pokoBasi, cectpuuka! Kto Ob1 MOT ogymars.
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Kora B otBet juib (pipkHya. «I[leTyx» n3BuBajcs u Opocai UCIyraHHble B3MIs bl Ha Koty
u YBapoca. OH Obl 1 Ha Jlomyieca cMOTpe1, HO He MOT Pa3BEPHYThCS B CUJIbHBIX pyKax.

—YT0 Takoe? — mpONUIIAJ OH OCUIIILIUM OT CTpaxa roocoM. — UTo Bbl XOTUTE CO MHOM c/ienaTh?

— To e, 4TO THI XOTeJ CAEIATh C HAIlIEW CECTPUYKOM, IPOKA3HUK, — UPOHUYHO COIILYpPHUIICS
VBapoc. MykurHa cMepTeIbHO TIOOJIeTHEN U 3aTHX, M300pa3uB 0OMOPOK.

Jlomiiec mokayast roloBOM, MBITasICh MPUCTBHIUTH pa3olIeAnierocs opara.

— A s 4t0? — 00e30pyKUBaMOIIIe YILIOHYJICS YBapoc, youpas ¢ Juia npsijas Bojoc. — Beapb
BCE PaBHO OTITyCKaTh HENb3s, OH BUuea Hac. la u pad, BO3MOKHO, MOXEIAeT OTOMCTUTh CBOEMY
OOMTYHKY.

— U 1o BepHO, — mpolypuan Jlomsiec, ONIyIIMB MIEHHOTO PYKOAThIO Meva. «IleTyx» oOMSIK.
BowH 3aBepHyn 6ecuyBCTBEHHOE TEJIO B ILIAIN M 3aKMHYJ «MEIIOK» Ha TUIeYO.

OHM OCTOPOKHO BBHIOPATHCH W3-3a MAJIATOK, BBIIVISIABIBAS B TOJITIE OCTAJIbHBIX OparbeB. Jlonu
Ha IUIOMAaM CJIOBHO oOe3ymenu. Hapon pasOeraics, kto kyma. Kpuku «Ciyru Mopoca!», CTOHBI
3aJ1aBJIEHHBIX, HECKOHYAEMBbII BU3I ]aM, — OJ1aropoHbIX 1 He coBceM. Kota yauBieHHO Habmonana
3a GECHOBaHMEM TOJIIBI, CaMa MPUKABIIUCH K cTeHe. TyT Kak Bceraa, Kak M3-1ojl 3eMJI1, BRIpoc Oec-
CTpacTHbI ABec.

— OH y Hac, Bce yXe JBUraloTcsi K BOPOTaM.

— YauHo nocesiyin MaHuky, — onooputenbHo KuBHYyI Jlomiec. — Ciyru Mopoca — 6ecripour-
PBILLIHBII BapUaHT.

— Ara, 4eJI0BEYeCKHE CyeBEpUs HaM Ha PyKYy — KMBHYJI ABec M Haxmypuiics. — HyxHo noro-
ponutbcs!

— Ia, crpaxa He apemuieT, — cortacuiicsl YBapoc. — CKOpo BceX YCHOKOSIT.

— He 310, — oTMaxnyscs Asec. — [Ipomies cinyx, 4To Xapi BEpHYJICS C OXOTHI.

— Kak Ob1 0X0Ta He MPOJOIIKMIIACE B €T0 3aMKe, — IpoBopua Jlomyec, 6eCIOKOMHO MOTJIsIbI-
Bas Ha Kory: — Hakunb karmomion, aetka. M OsicTpo cienyit 3a HaMmu.

Hetka! Hy, BOT, Kak coOa3HATh BCSIKMX (PPAHTOB — Tak B3pOCasi, a B OCTAIbHOE BPeMs — AUTSI.
Kora yrpromo nocnenopana 3a Jlomnecom, pa3msliiiss o HecripaBeyIMBOCTH ku3HU. Ho, motepsis u3
BUJy CTIMHY OpaTa, B3IporHyJia u orsaenack. Kpuku cruxmm. Ha miomaay napuia moutu Mmepraas
TUIHA. [I[pUBBIKHYB K CBOOOJHOMY MEpEMENIEHHIO, OHa He cpa3y cooOpasuIia, 4To MIMPOKas J0pora
— 3TO HE MPOCTO UCIYTaHHbIE MaroM ropoXkaHe, a pPacCTYIUBIINECS Mepe]] XapLUeM MOJaHHBbIE.

Pxanue, pe3kmii ygap. Kora, cxBaruBIIMCh 3a yIIMOJEHHYIO HOTY, 3aCTOHANa W IJIsSHYJA
HaBepx. OHa TOJMBKO YTO UyTh HE MMOMaja IMoj KOIbITa MOrydero xepedua. B camblil mocieaHuit
MOMEHT CBETJIOBOJIOCHINI MY KUMHA C LIMHUYHBIM B3IJISIIOM CEpbIX I1a3 HaTAHYJ BOxkKU. KoHb mog-
HsIJICS Ha ABIOBI, O0JIbHO CTYKHYB KOTy MOAKOBOM MO KOJIEHY.

— V JIOKKU 4YTO — JEBATDH KU3HEWU? — pa3apak€HHO YTOYHMJI Xapll, CBBICOKA IISIHYB Ha CKOp-
YMBIIYIOCS AeBYIIKY. — [Ipous ¢ goporu, Mopoc te6s1 modepu! He xBatasio ere, yToOb XapIl ycTynam
JOPOTr'y COIUISKY!

W3 tonmbl nosBuiics MomyanyBblii ABec. ONyCTUB JIMLIO, OH JIETKO TOIHSI CECTPY Ha PYKHU U
OTHEC B CTOPOHY. XapIl e MPOJOJIKIII MPOLIECCUIO, KAK U COITPOBOXK/IAOIIAS €I0 CBUTA.

— Tel ut0, ¢ yma coria? — 3ammmunes Ha JIeBYIIKY YBapoc. — MaJio Toro, 4ro 4yTh He YOUIach,
TaK eire Obl U. ..

Ho napenp He 1oroBopuJi, NOIy4MB UyBCTBUTEIBHBII THIUOK OT XMyporo Jlomyeca, Ha ruiede y
KOTOPOTO MO-TIPesKHEMY OO0JITaIOCh TEJI0 HECUACTIMBOTO MOKJIOHHUKA KoThl. YBapoc norposun yra-
JISIOIIENcs criHe Opata 1 mpodypuan cede 1oj HOC:

— Xopo1110, XOTh XapIl IEBOYKY 32 YUEHUKA JIOKKH MPUHSUL. A TO yTaumi Obl B 3aMOK. .. pa3bic-
KUBaH MOTOM. . .

— Wt cMoxkenib? — TUXO YTOYHUIT ABEC, pa3MUHAask KOJIEHO CECTPBI.

Kora crynuia Ha G0JbHYIO HOTY, 4yTh HE BCKPUKHYJIA, HO, CKaB 3yObl, CI€pXkaiach, U OCTO-
POXHO KUBHYJIA.
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— TonpKo eciu He 0YeHb OBICTPO, — MPOIIETTaa OHA ¥ HE3aMETHO CMaxHYJIa BBICTYIHBIIINE
CJIE3BL.

[Tonomen neBbicokuit Kosec, Ha moBoay oH Bel nociymHoro Konra. Ha kone cugen Hekro,
3aKyTaHHBIA B TUIal] ¢ TojloBod. Kponoc mmen mociaeqHuM, paciyruBasi CBoer «04apoBaTeTbHON»
YIIBIOKOM JIIOOOIBITCTBYIONIHX 3¢BaK. YBapoc nmoaxsatii Koty mop eByio pyky, ABec moaepka ee
C Ipyroil CTOPOHBL. Y BOPOT MPOU30IILIA HEOOIbIIAs 3aMUHKA, TOCKOJIBKY CTpaska 3aMHTEPecOBaIaCh
MO/103pUTEIIbHOM Hollel Jlomiieca.

— [lepeOparn caMOroHkH, — TYT e IMOACKOYMI yibiOaomuiicss YBapoc, OpocuB Koty Ha ABeca.
OH MOAMUTHYJT HAXMYPEHHOMY CTPaKHUKY U CYHYJI YTO-TO TOMY B JIaJIoOHb: — Jla K OJJHO¥M 3HAaTHOM
Jame 11eJIoBaThes mosie3. A 3To okazanachk xapuecca u3 3aMka Jlor. Ee Myx nposiBui BecbMa OypHOe
HEOOBOJIBCTBO... a4 3aTEM €0 BOUHHI. HOHOBI/IHy JiMlia B Kallly — OC€BKU TEIEPb COBCEM JIIO6I/ITb HE
Oynyt. Huuero, k yTpy odyxaercsi, rope-Jio0OOBHHUK !

CTpaXHUK MOHUMAIOIIE YCMEXHYJICS, TTOCTIEIIHO CYHYJI PYKY B KapMaH U MaxHYyJI pyKOH, Ipo-
MycKasi rpyminy Jiogen. 3a ropoJckoi creHoi Jlomsiec He Toles 1Mo cTapoil Jjopore, a cpa3y CBepHYII
B CTOpPOHY Jieca, 00X0/isl 3aMOK CTopoHoi. Tam, Ha Oepery ObicTpoii Opu, HeOpPeKHO COPOCUIT HOIITY
Y TIOIOKJAJT OCTaNIbHBIX. KOoBec akKypaTHO MOMOT YKPBHITOMY IUIAIIIOM HE3HAKOMITY CITyCTHThCS Ha
3eMJIIO.

Kora ¢ mo6onbITcTBOM Noaxpomaia nooamxke, OTIUXHYy/Ia Tpedylorero BHUManus Konra u
TUTIOXHYJIACh HA CHIPYIO 3eMITI0 psiioM. BOoMH ¢ sipMapky OTOpOCHII KAITIOIIOH U ¢ 0JIaroJapHOCTHIO
MOCMOTpeJT Ha OpaTheB.

— 41 BaI TOJKHUK, — IITyOOKMM rOJIOCOM MTPOM3HEC OH, OTKU/IBIBASI C HEOPUTOTO JINIIA CAJIbHBIE
COCYJIbKM BOJIOC HeornpeeeHHoro 1Beta. — Cracu6o, 4To BBIPYUMIIH.

— W kak TeI MOT IOnacThcsi? — Heropayioile Beckpryai Kponoc, BCTpeBOKUB CTalKy JIECHBIX IITaX
¢ omkaiiero aepesia. — Congec y3Haer. . .

— He roBopure emy, — TOporsmMBo 0To3Bajics He3HaKoMmell. — S Bce cam ucnpasmo. Bpangeca
TYT HET?

— Ha tBOC cuacThe, — mpoBopyasl XMypsiii Jlomsiec, pa3marsiBas ieHHUKA. — Bot Tebe moma-
pOYeK, Aeail ¢ HAM, YTO XOuellb. TOJbKO B )KMBBIX HE ocTaBisAd. Takue He ToHyT! — OH npe3pu-
TEJILHO MOMOPIIIHJICS, CJIOBHO OT «IIeTyXa» MaxJio He JOPOTUMHU JIOChOHAMH, a MPEJTBIM HABO30OM.

My)K‘II/IHa HE OTBETWUJI, TOJIBKO XUIITHO OCKJIa6I/IJICH. IToTom CTAHYIJ C C66H KOJXAaHBIC IITaHbI
Y CKOJIb3HYJI 1O KpPyTOMY Oepery K XOJOAHBIM BOfaM, YTOOBI CMBITh CMECh IOTa W IBUIH, IIEIPO
OOJICTIUBIIHE KUKCTOE TEJIO.

— Iocroii!

ABec goctas Med M KUHKaJl U MEIJICHHO CITyCTHJICS CJIE/IOM.

Kora ¢ mo6onbsITcTBOM BHITSHY/IA €10, HaOmoaas 3a npoucxoasmuM. Ho Opar u He myman
yOuBaTh He3HaKOMIIA. [IpuOIM3UBIIMCH, OH UCKYCHO MO/ KMHKAJIOM IUIACTUHY Ha KOBAHOM OIIIeH-
HUKE W OJHUM YIapoOM PYKOSATH Meda cOWJI ycTpamiamiiee ykparieHue. Ha miee OwbiBiiero paba
AEBYIIIKA pasrisjena KpoBOTovalie paHbl. ABeC MaxHy/I PyKOH B CTOPOHY PeKH.

— Wan.

TOT OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICSI LIAparivH, MOMOPIIWICS OT OO, TMOTOM OJarogapHO KHUBHYN U
BOIIIET B BOAY.

IToka ocBoOOXAeHHBIN MbLICS, JIoMec ycrieln CTSAHYTh ¢ BeJIbMOXH BCIo ofiek1y. Kora ¢ mpe-
3PEHUEM TTOCMOTPEJIa Ha BAJIOE TEJIO, KPUBBIC HOI'K U B3)1yTbII7I KUBOT — TOYHO YE€JIOBEK IPOIJTIOTUJT
Bezipo Bofpl. [Tocie MoATSHYTHIX Tesl OpaTheB, 3TO HeIopasyMeHHe IMOKa3aloch el BEPXOM YPOICTBA.

Hesnakomelti, corpoBoxIaemMblii MOTYAIMBBIM ABECOM, MOAHSUICA K Jlomilecy M MPOTSHYJ
PYKY C HaMepeHHeM B3AThb KpacHble OpPIOKM BEJIbMOXH, HO TYT HATOJKHYJCS B3IIsggoM Ha Koty.
B3npornyi, OyaTo Obl TOJBKO YTO YBUIEI €e.

— Drta 31ech 3a4eM? — HaNpsKEHHO CITPOCKIT OH.

— 3910 Kora, Hama cectpa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII eMy ABec.
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— Jlokku B ctae?! — yxxacHyscst ObIBIIUI pad.

Jlomiiec mocMoTpent Ha Hero, Kak Ha TSKeT000IbHOTO.

— Tol B cBoeM yme? — yTouHMI OH. — KOoTa He JIOKKM, OHa MPOCTO Tak ofesach. Y Teds 4To,
Harpoub HIOX oTOMI0? U, Keraty, AeBuyiika cnacna tebsi, HemyteBoro. OTBIIEKIIa 3TOTO.

Jlomnec nHyI Bee elie OeCIyBCTBEHHOTO «IIETyXax.

— OH Xe He CyMacIIeJIINi, — TOJO3PUTEIHHO MOKOCUIICS Ha JEBYIIKY HE3HAKOMEII, — JIOKKU
Obl HE CTaJ1a MPOSIBIISITH BHUMAHUE K TPOCTOMY YeJIOBEKY. A eCJi cTajia Obl, TAK BCE PABHO 10 KAKMM-
TO CBOMM JIEJIaM. . .

— He Bce at0 Benaiot, — ynsionyncs Kponoc. Kore nokasanock, 4to ObIBIIHIA pad MOKOCHIICS
Ha [IpaM pycOBOJIOCOTO Oparta ¢ BAHOBATHIM BUIOM. — A 3HaTh Xapiia v nogaBHo. OHM JaBHO CUAST
B CBOEM 3aMKe, KaK OTypIibl B KaJKe. BoiOnpaloTcst pa3se 4To Ha OXOTY, & MAaroB BUISAT pa3 B JKU3HM,
JIa ¥ TO — TaKUX BOT, Kak Korta.

— OyeHp MOXOKa HA JIOKKH, — YIPSAMO BO3pasWyl MyXKUHMHA, HATSITUBAs KPacHbIE INTAHBI U
pybaxy BenbMOXHU. — BoJIOCk uepHbIe ... T1a3a! BoH Kak CHSIOT.

— CMoTpH, He BIIOOKCH, — X0X0THYI Kpozmoc, mopMurnyB. — OHa y Hac JeBKa pe3Basi, 3aroHsieT
1o cmeptd. Thl Belb 1aBHO He oOparancs?

— Kak 51 310 caenan? — orpbI3HyJICS TOT, C OTBPALLIEHUEM HATATMBasi (pUOJETOBBIA KaM30J1. —
4 maxe mpoBepuTh HE MOry, TIpu MHe Jin ciia. CyHych K BaM — Bpajiec TUXOHBKO MpUPERET Tiie-
HUOYb MO KYCTOM. A JIpyTMM CTasiM 4yXkaku 0e3 HaJOOHOCTH.

— MHoro Bop! yTeKJIO ¢ Tex 1nop, Motac, — Thxo npousHec Jlomsec, pe3KuM yIapoM OTIIpaB-
JI51s1 3ACTOHABIIIETO TUIEHHUKA 0OpaTHO B OecuyBCTBEHHOE cocTosiHue. [THYB Bstoe Teso, YTOOBI Ipo-
BEPUTDb PE3yJNIbTaT, YAOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJI M TIPUHSICS HATSATUBATH HA BEJIbMOKY KOXKaHbIe OPIOKH.
3aKOHYMB, KECTOM MOJ03BaT ABeca, TEPIEIMBO OKHUIAOIIETO B CTOPOHE C OIICHHUKOM B pyKax: —
Mosxer, crout noroBoputh ¢ Congecom? Boru Mornm yxe cMEHUTb THEB HA MUJIOCTb.

— boru — na, — mpauno orBeTni Morac. — Bpaznec — Hukorga. Bo3Mo&HO, OH ¥ IPOCTUT MEHS. ..
KOrJa Mos IIKypa Oy[eT CIIyXKUTh KOBPUKOM Y MOPOra ero HOpHI.

— Kora, — Msrko nossan cectpy ABec.

JleBylika pacTepsHHO MOprHyJia M 3akpblia poT. OKa3bIBaeTcsi, OHA BECh PAa3rOBOp CHjENa
HETIOIBUKHO, CTapasiCh HE MPOIYCTUTh HU CJOBA. YTO Takoro, MHTEpPECHO, caeian Bpanmecy 3ToT
MaJICHbKUH YeJTOBEYEK, 3a UTO €r0 BhITHAIM U3 cTan? M Kak OH Wi, He UMesl BOBMOXHOCTH OBbITh
coooit? C tex mop, kak Korta o6parumiachk v BriepBble MpoOeskaiach 1o Jiecy B BOTYbeM 0OIMUYbe, OHA
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO Hauasa XuTh. VMl He MOra IPe/ICTaBUTh, YTO B OAMH MPEKPACHBIH JeHb HE CMOXET
OIIYTUTb, KAaK BETEp UIPaeT C KOPOTKUM CEpPbIM MEXOM, KaK 3allaxy Jieca PacCKa3blBalOT MHOXKECTBO
YIMBHUTENIBHBIX UCTOPUI U3 KM3HU CAMbIX PA3HBIX 3Bepel U MTHUIL, KaK ObeTCs B IPEICMEPTHBIX CYHO-
porax J100bIua, B KOTOPYIO C HACJaKIeHUEM BOH3AI0TCSI 3yOHl. . .

JleByIiKa cyI0pOXHO CIJIOTHYJIa U morisjaena Ha MoTaca ¢ kKajloCTblo. 3aTeéM HETOPOILIMBO
nozonuia K Asecy. ToT ckioHMIICS HaJ OeCUyBCTBEHHBIM IJIGHHUKOM, NMPUJIaXKUBasi K TOHKOH Iree
YY/IOBUIIHBINA OIIEHHUK.

— Cmortpu, Kora, — TX0 oOpaTwiics K Hel OpaT. — ITo — OIIEHHMK JIOKKH. HekoTopbie 0ueHb
MOOAT TOH30BATHCS TAKUMH BOT INTyYKaMH. Marum, KOHEYHO ke, 37ech HeT. Ho ecTb onpeneneH-
HbIE CEKPEThI, KOTOPbIE CAMH U3TOTOBHUTEIH TIATETbHO OEperyT, BbliaBas 3a BoeOcTBo. B Hapone
CUMTAETCs], YTO ITOT OIICHHUK Mar HaJIeBaeT pa3 v HaBCeraa, YTo CHITh €ro HEBO3MOXHO. MoJ, HeT
y HEer0O HU Hayasa, HU KOHIIA — 3AMKHYTHIA KPYT.

— A 3ayeM JIOKKM OZIEBAIOT ero? — ¢ oTBpamieHueM cnpocuia Kora, Habmonast 3a JIOBKUMU
pykamu Aseca.

— B ocHOBHOM, 4TOOBI YHU3UTH Bpara, — paBHOAYIIHO OTO3BAJICs OH, MOXHMMAsl B3IJIsI HA
cectpy. — Bor ogHomy monasncs Mortac. [Tobeauts Jlokku 6e3 cuiibl ctau MoTac, KOHEYHO ke, He
CMOT, J1a ¥ TJIYTIO OBUIO MBITaThCSA. A TOMY yOUBAaTh XOPOIIIEr0 BOMHA ObLIO Obl paCTOUYUTETbCTBOM.
JIOKKHM IIEIPOCTHIO HE OTIIMYAIOTCS . .. B OTJIMUME OT HEKOTOPBIX.
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— INoyemy mar ero He youn? — Kora cMoTtpena Bo Bee r1a3a. Ceiiyac OTKpbIBaJIach Jpyras CTo-
POHa XKM3HU CTau. A MOXET, Tenephb U ee kKu3Hu. HensBecTHas Moka, TeHeBasi, HO Takasl pUBJIEKa-
TeJIbHAsI CBOEW TallHOM U ONACHOCTBIO.

— Hekoropsle xkaaHbl 10 JeHET, — noxaJl miedyamu Asec. — JIeHbru — 310 Toke BiacTb. [yrno
yOUBaTh TO, YTO MOKHO OY€Hb BBITOJHO NIPoAaTh. Ml MPOTUBHMKY OyET B CTO pa3 Xyke, YeM IPOCTO
cMepTh. MBI Bce — BOMHBI, @ HA 9TOM MOXHO CBITPaTh, HAPUMEP, B JTIOOMMYIO TPy BeJIbMOX. [[Boe
MIPOTUBHUKOB ObIOTCSI HacMepTh. [IpuueM, Takol KO3bIpb, Kak MoTaca, OTKpbIBaTh Cpa3y Helb3sl.
HuKTO He cTaHeT CTaBUTh ICHBIM, €CJH Y3HAeT, KTo OH. [loaToMy Opara npuaep:KrBajy 3a OIIeHHIUK,
YTOOBI HE YOMBaJI paOOB CJMIIKOM OBICTPO. ..

— 910 ykacHo! — Y KoTbl mepexBaTuiio apixanue. — A eciu Obl OH OTKa3ajcsl yOuBaTh APYyrux?

— OmelHUK CKOHCTPYUPOBaH 0COOBIM 00pa3oM, — ABecC TOIHSI OpPOBU M CKJIOHWJ CEeCTpy
JIMIIOM K cambIM 3yObsiM. — BOT BUaMIIb, OH He uaeanbHO Kpyriblid? TAHYTh 3a Lierb MOXKHO pas-
TYHBIM 00pa3oMm. [unel OyayT BIMBAThCS B pa3MUHbe TOUKU Ha 1ee. Kakue-T1o nmperHa3HaYeHbI
IUTSI IPUTYTUIEHUST BOCIIPUATHSA, KaKUe-TO — ISl TPUYMHEHUST HeBbIHOCUMON Oomu. [Ipudem, 6oib
MOCTOSIHHO HapacTaeT KaXAblid pa3 MpH JaBjieHUH IurnoB. MHorue, KTo nocnadee, CXOIAT ¢ yMma.
OHnu yxe coryiacHsl Ha Bce B TakoM coctosiHuM. Cy/is o paHaM Ha 1ee Motaca, OH JOJIro JepiKajics.
Ho naxe Mbl mopo#i He CrIOCOOHBI POTHUBOCTOSTH M30IIPEHHBIM TIHITKAM.

— UynosutiHoe u3o0peTeHue! 3auem Thl MHE BCE 3TO pacCcKa3bIBaelllh? — OCTOPOKHO YTOUHMIIA
Kora, risas, kak ABec NpuiakMBaeT OIIEHHUK K I11ee BEJIbMOXHU.

— UrtoObI THI 3HAJA — 3TO HE CMEPTENIBHO, — TUXO OTBETHII Opat. — OMEHHNK MOKET TPUIUHUTh
00JIb, IPUTYIUTH BOCTIPUATHE, OTPAHUYUTH B IBMKeHUSX. Ho oH He cnocoOeH youts. U, — ABec
BAPYT XUTPO COUIYPHUJICS, — €T0 MOXKHO CHSATh. TONBKO AJIs1 3TOr0 HYKHO BOCHOJIB30BAThCS MOCTO-
POHHEN MOMOIIBIO UK 3epKasioM. BoT, cMoTpu — s ofien omeiiHuk. Ha nepBbIil B3I151/], OTKPBITh €ro
HEBO3MOXXHO, KaX/I0€ JIBMKeHHe OyaeT MpuIuHATh 60/1b. Ho, BOT 3/1eCh, BUAMIIH, HEOOJIBINIOE YIITyO-
nenvie? Berapisiens cioa TOHKOE Jie3BUe, BOT TaK, — Opar MOJIeN KUHKXaJIOM HeOOJBIYIO BHIEMKY,
YyTb YAAPUB M0 PYKOSITA MEUYOM B OIpe/IeJIEHHOM HallPaBJICHUH, — YE€TKOE ABUKEHHUE, ¥ BOT — OIIIEH-
HUK CHSAT!

— Bpone, npocro, — ¢ comHeHueM npotsaHyia Kora, — B TBOUX pyKax...

— Ha, nonpo6yii cama, — ABec NpOTSHYI Med 1 KuHxkall. — CHavyasa 3aKpow.

Kota criotHyna v OCTOPOXXHO MPWIAANIIA OIMIEWHUK K TOINEH Iee OBIBIIEro MOKJIOHHUKA.
My:xurHa B3JpOrHYJ M OTKPbLI [JIa3a, C y’KacoOM YCTaBMBILIUCh IIPSMO Ha Hee. [leByiika 3amepia ot
HEOKUJAHHOCTH, HO ABEC CIIOKOMHO B3I MEY M YIapUJI BEJIbMOXKY PYKOSITBIO B BUCOK. TOT CHOBa
0oOMSIK, a ABeC IPU3BAJ CECTPY HE OTBJIEKAThCs Ha MycTsku. KoTa qpokamyMu pyKaMu MbITanach
BCTaBUTh KWHKAJ B HY’)KHYIO BRIEMKY, HO TOT BCE BpeMsI Che3KaJl, ieprasi omelHuK. M3 paH, KoTopbie
OCTaBJISIIM B O€JION KOe BITUBAIOIIMECS TIPY KaXI0M Heyaade OCTphIe IIUITbI, CTPYHKaMK COYMIIach
KpOBb. DTO OTBJIEKAJIO U HEpBUPOBao. Ho ABec OblT Upe3BhIUAIHO HACTOMYMB, KaXblid pa3 MpH-
3bIBast cocpeotounThes. [llemuok, n Kora ¢ oGneryeHremM OTKUHYJIACh, BHIPOHUB KMHKAJ U3 B3MOK-
[IEd OT MOTAa JIAJOIIKH.

— ThI TOJNIBKO YTO HAy4MJIACh JIeslaTh HEBO3MOXHOE, — OBOJBHO YibIOHY/ICsA ABec. — Ha 310
Hy’)XHa TOYHOCTb M BHUMATeJIbHOCTb. Cpeau CTau TOJBKO S MOTY OTKPBIBAaTh OIICWHUKU JIOKKH,
Terepb 9TO MOKEIIb Jenarth W Thl. V1 B Hapoae BIIOJHE MOKEIIb Ha3bIBaTbCS MAaroM, MOTOMY, UTO
BCE CUMTAIOT — JIUIIIb OHKM CIIOCOOHBI Ha TakHe uyjeca. 3acTerHu, CIIPaBeIMBOCTh JOJIKHA BOCTOP-
KECTBOBATh, MyCTh TEIEPb OH MOMPOOYET Ha CBOEH ITiee, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh padoM.

— A ero He y3HaOT? — yIMBJIEHHO CIpocuiia AeByiKa. — OH ke OoraThiid BeJIbMOXa, TPUOJIH-
JKEHHBIN Xaplia.

— OH — pa0, — XKeCTKO yXMbUIbHYJICS ABec, nopa3uB KoTy HeoXu1aHHOW BCIIBIIIKOM 3JI0CTH. —
B Takom oleiiHNKe — OH TOJBKO KAJIKUKA pad, 4To Obl HU KpU4as Mpu 3ToM. HUKTO He moBeput
CJIOBaM 3akOBaHHOTO. OueHb yJoOHO, He CUMTAellb?
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N Agec, BepHYB (pU3MOHOMUM BEYHO-OE3MSATEKHOE BBIPAKEHUE, MOAHSIICS U KMHYJ KOHEIl
nenu B pykn Motacy. Kota, crapasce GoJbliie He IIs/1eTh Ha TUIEHHUKA, TOPOIUIMBO OTOIILIA B CTO-
poHy. Motac 3akpyTuJjI Liellb BOKPYT KUCTU M MPAa4YHO [TOCMOTPEJ Ha JIEBYIIKY.

— baba B crae! — on cmauno crumionyi. — Hoxumu! U kak Bbl ee Teprniute? YAUBUTENBHO, UYTO
Bpanec He cionai ee elie B MJIaIeHUECTBE, OH K€ HEHABUIUT KEHILH.

— B 3TOM BBHI ¢ HUM Bcerjia Haxoqui OOIIHIA S3bIK, — MpadqHO TTpodopmoTan Kpomoc, Hegoopo
s Ha ObiBIero Opara. — Ho BoT TeGe HOBOCTh. OH caM MPUTAIIWII JIGBYOHKY B CTaIO C KepT-
BeHHOro kamHs1. Onu ¢ CongecoM HOCSITCS ¢ Hel, Kak ¢ OOJIbHBIM IIEHKOM. Bpanec maxe cran ee
HACTaBHUKOM.

Mortac BHIIIsIZIeN Tak, Kak OyATO Ha HErO CHOBA HAJIENN OIIEWHHK, U TOT MOJTHOCTBIO 00e3/1BU-
KU CBOIO KepTBy. KoTa ycMexHyach 1 B3IJIsiHY I Ha ObIBIIIEro pada cBbicoka. OT Hee He YKPBUIOCh,
YTO TOT IPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO pEBHYET. Beib €ro BbIrHaIN, a Kakasi-To COIJIMBAs AEBYOHKA 3aHsIa MECTO
OBIBIIIETO BOWHA.

— Tebe ¢ Hamu Hesb3s1, — THXO mporoBoput Jlomiiec, cMmepuB KoTy sSI3BUTENTbHBIM B3TJISIOM. —
Ecnu, KoHeuHo, Thl HE HaMepeH MOKOHYMTH C KU3HBIO NIpsIMO ceityac. Bpanec B nocenke, a Congec
omyunsics. bepu paba, BOT TeOe IeHbI M, — MyKUYMHA KUHYJI OpaTy 3BSKHYBIIMN Meliouek. — W yxonu.

— 1 cna®, — moTONTABIIKCH HA MECTe, MPOM3HEC My )X4unHa. McronnoObst B3MIsSIHYB Ha OpaTheB,
nonpocuit: — OTaanTe KOHs, a TO 51 He yHecy paba Jlaneko. YOuBaTh MOKa He X04y — MyCTh CHavasa
CIIOJTHA MOJTYYHUT TO, YEro 51 Hateprescs!

— Konra? — xuxuxknyn Kosec, TpsaxHyB pbixuMu Bosocamu. — [Ja YwiiBa ¢ Hac Tpu IIKypsl
crepet 3a cBoero modumia. Jla u Kora He cormacurcs.

— [Mycth GepeT, — HeOKUIAHHO TSI ce0s1 IPOU3HECa IeByIKa. HeMHOro rnojgyman, KUBHYA: —
Ha, mycts 3a0upaetr. Bce paBHO Kont 6osbiiie mpoctanBaeT, pa3 B rof 10 Topoaa YwiBy noBeser u
CHOBa OPOIUT O Jiecy, KaK HelpUKasTHHBIMN.

— Cuuraii, 4to y TeOs1 CEeromHs JeHb POXKICHUsI, — XJIOMHYJ Opara Mo Tuiedy OCKJIaOMBIIUIACS
Kponoc. — 1 nopapkoB kyua. Tak pacniopsiavich uMu BepHO. He cBsi3bIBaiicsi 60JIbIIIe C JJOKKH, — 63
CUJIBI 3TO caMOyOHMIACTBO. 7K1BU CBOEH JKU3HBIO.

Mortac HeJIOBKO MOTOMNTAJICS Ha MecTe, Mmoka YBapoc ¢ KoBecom 3abpackiBasiu Teno pada Ha
Konra. On ucnioasio6ss1 cMotpen Ha Koty, He perasich 4to-To cKa3arh.

— Yr0? — HenpusA3HEeHHO cripocuiia KoTa, He BblIep:kaB epBoi.

— 51 He IPUBBIK OBITH 00S3aHHBIM, — CKBO3b 3yOBI TPpoOOpMOTaT MoTtac, METHYB Tako# B3IV,
Kak Oy[ITO 3TO OHA UCTA3aJIa ero omeiHukom. — Tem Gomnee 6ade!

— IlpuBsikaii, — omernHuaacy Kora.

— «Criacu60» Thl OT MEHsI He JJOKJIEIIbCsl, — CJIOBHO HE pacciibliaB, mpogosikan Morac. Yyt
MOKOJIe0aBIIMCh, OPOCKII Ha 3eMJTIO TIpeIMeT, OJIECHYBILHMIA B JIydax 3axofsinero coiHua: — [Tyctsb
BOT 3TO Oy/IeT TUIaToM 3a MOMOIIIb U 32 KOHS.

He s Ha 6patbeB, U3roi BCKOYMJI B CE1JIO U C CUJTOM BOH3WII IATKH B Ooka Konra. XKepeberi,
HE MPUBBIKIINN K TAKOMY OOpAILeHHI0, TIOHSUICS Ha IBIOBI U, 3apkaB, OpOCHIICS B rajorn 1o oepery
Opu.

ABec OCTOPOKHO CKJIOHWJICS HaJl IPEAMETOM.

—Yro Tam? — nomoodonsITcTBOBaIa KoTa 1, omycTUBIIKCH PsiioM, IOTHSIIA U3 TPABbI MPOIIATb-
HBII TIO/IAPOK.

[TapeHb HeolpeIeNIeHHO XMBIKHYIL.

— A s gyman, oH 6e3BO3BpPAaTHO yTpaueH, — YAWBIEHHO CKa3al OH, pa3miisbiBasi ONECTSAIIyI0
KeJe3Ky B pyKax cecTpbl. — Tak BoT mouemy Bpajnec Tak o6o3mmics Ha Moraca! Bee, kak 00bIYHO,
ropas/o MpolLEe, YeM KaKeTCs. . .
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I'naBa 4

ABec, XUTpO MOIISAbIBAsA HA BHITSAHYBIIMECS JIMIA OPaTheB, MOTSAHYI €€ 32 PyKy BBEpX, OCTO-
POKHO, 0OSICh CAaMOMY TPUKOCHYThCSI K TAMHCTBEHHOMY TpeaMeTy. Korta yauBieHHO cMoTpesa Ha
HeOobIIoN MenanboH. KopoTkast TOHKasl LiermovKa y’KOM COCKOJIB3HY/Ia MEK MaJIbLIEB U CUPOTIIMBO
KauHyJachk. [IpomonroBarsiii mpeMeET Ha JTaJl0HH ObUT CIGNIAH U3 KEJITOBATOro OJIECTSIIEro MeTasia,
HEMHOTO ITIOXOKETO Ha KpUBbIE MOHETKU. B cepeanHe pucyHOK HarmoMuHal Boyrumi ria3. Ha mecre
3payka CBEPKaJI OCTPBIMU I'PaHsMU KaMEHb HETIPO3PAaYHOrO YEPHOTO 1BETA.

— Cepnue kmnana! — axnyn Kpogoc.

— Bot npoxunpeii! — mpodopmoTan YBapoc, JkaJHbIM B3MII0M OypaBsi JIaJOHb cecTpbl. — OKa-
3pIBaercsi, MoTac 100bLT KaMeHb !

— Haii cioma! — rpo3no npukaszan Jlomiec, MpauHo HaOmonasi, Kak Bce CIPYAMIMCH BOKPYT
Cepaua. Kora B3nporayna U HEOXOTHO NPOTsHYJA KYJIOH, HO CTapblii BOMH HEOXMJAHHO OTILAT-
Hyics: — Her! Henb34. ..

Kora pacrepssHHO NOKpyTH/Ia yKpallleHHe U MOoJIaJuila MajblieM KpacuBblii Kameluek. ['pann
IIPUATHO TOKAJIBIBAIN KOXY. MyXKUMHBI 3aBOPOXKEHHO CIEOWIM 32 KaXIbIM JBMKeHUEM. UyTb
MOEKMBIIKUCDH T10J, HAIPSKEHHBIMU B3IVIAAAMH, JEBYIIKA MOCIEIIHO HaLleNWIa MOAAPOK Ha 0.
KyrnoH nokavasics v 3amep B JIO)KOMHKE MEX IpyJei.

— UYro uyBcTByelIb? — 3BEHAIIMM OT BOJHEHHUS IojocoM crpocui Kosec, HEpBHO TPAXHYB
PBUKMMU KyAPSAMHU.

— A 4TO 4 I0/KHA 4yBCTBOBaTh? — HACTOpPOXXMIAch KoTa, MpuciylmBasch K OLIYILEHUSAM. —
Huuero Bpoae ocoGeHHOrO. ...

Bpatba B300XHYIHN, Kak €1 IOKa3aJ10Ch, HECKOJIBKO Pa304apOBaHHO. ABEC MTHOBEHHO MOTEPSII
MHTEpeC, OTOILEJ U HarHyJIcs, noxoupast opysxue ¢ 3emid. Kpogoc crimonysn u orBepHyscs. 3arope-
JIbIA YBapocC 3aX0XOTall ¥ MaxHyJl PyKOM.

— IHonnem! Ckopo cremHeeT! — 1 HarpaBWJICS B CTOPOHY JIECa.

— A 4ro?.. — Havyasa 6suto KoTa, HO HUKTO He ciymai. Eme MrooBeHue Haszaj ri1a3za MyK4uH
rOpeJy XKakI0M M MOYTH OJIarOroBeHKeM, a Tenepb To pactasiio 0e3 ciesaa. Yro oHa caenaa He Tak ?
[Touemy Bce BeyT ceOs, CIIOBHO OHA B YeM-TO NPOBUHMIIACh? — Jlomitec! — yMonsiiolie BOCKJIMKHY.Ia
OHa.

—Unem, Kora, — uepes cuity yabIOHYJICS CypOBBIi BOMH, HEIOBKO MOMJIAIUB CECTPY I10 FOJIOBE. —
Takol HaCHIIEHHBIN JIEHb, HAJJO OTIOXHYTb.

— Ho... — nourn npocronana Kora, 4yTh He mayva.

— [Nomorrum, — oH moMopIIHJICS, KaK OT OOJIM, ¥ HAITPABHJICS CJIEIOM 32 APYTHMHU.

TemHuora crymanack. Kore kazanoce, 4To Jiec TOXE yKOpseT ee B 4eM-To. IIpsmble cliuHbl MOJI-
YaJIMBO LIATAIOIMX OpaTheB YTHETAIM, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOs1 M OOMKEHHOMW, M BO3MYILCHHOM. .. U
B TO K€ BpeMs HeKasl TaifHa IeKoTasa JII00onbITCTBO. KOCHYBIIMCh KyJIOHA, OIIyTHIIA, KAK JKele3Ka
HarpeJsach OT YeJIOBEYECKOrO Teruia. MIHTepecHo, moyeMy Liens Takas koporkas? Kora ¢ Tpynom npo-
7iena roJioBy. A BOT Apyroi Bpsj jiu cMor nosecuts Cepatie ki1aHa cede Ha wmeto. 11 Morac He Hocuo
€ro Ha Irpy/iy, OHa IIOMHWJIA €TI0 TOJbIA TOpC. .. ['1e ke U3rHaHHUK NpATAJl yKpalleHue?

Jopora oMo OTHsJIa HAMHOTO MEHbIIIE BPEMEHH, YEM YTPEHHMM ITOXO[ B 3aMOK XapLa. XoT,
BO3MOXHO, 4T0 KOTa IpocTo Tak 3aymMasnack, 4YTo HE 3aMETHJIA, KAK OHU BEPHYJIMCh B CEJIEHUE. YkKe
COBCEM CTEMHEJIO, 3Be3/1bl IPKO MOJMHUIMBAJINA C MPAYHOro HeOOCBOAA. bin3niachk NOIHOYB.

Ha HeGoubII0#i KpyIJIoii II1011aiKke, OKaiMIIEHHOH 3eMJISTHKaMK OOIIMHBI, BECEJIO TPEela TaH-
Lyl oroHek. Bpazgec, nomxkuaas, 1eHUBo nopdpackiBas cyxue BeTkd. [IpumeruB OpartbeB, OH
oOpanoBaHHO Bckour1. HaBepHoe, ckyuHO ObUIO 1IeThIH ieHb B oOmiectBe Ynisel. Ho, 3aBunes Kory,
B3/JPOTHYJI U B CJIeylolllee MTHOBEHHUE Y:Ke OpOCUIICS BIiepe]], BbIXBAThIBasA OCTPhI Med. [leByIlka
OTOPOIIEJIO CMOTpeJIa, KaK CBEPKHYBILEE B CBETE OTHs JIE3BHE CTPEMUTENBbHO MPUOIMKAETCs... U

43



O. N. Koporaepa. «Cras»

yJieTaeT B KycThl. JIomyiec B OC/IeJHUNA MOMEHT BBIOMJ MeU M3 PyK B30EIIEHHOrO BOWHA. BhICOKMit
Kponoc kuHyscs B HOrM HamajaoiemMy, YBapoc 3arpbirHy CBEpXyY, Bais Opara ¢ HOT.

Y6equBIIKCh, YTO MPOTUBHUK HE CONPOTHUBIISIETCS, YBAPOC, OTKUHYB C JIUIIA CBETIIBIE BOJIOCHI,
YyTb MPUIOAHSIICS U U3YMJICHHO TIOCMOTpEJ B CHHUE I71a3a.

— Thl yero, KOpHU aJIru B KOCTEPOK noadpackiBan? VM K censiHOYKaM JaBHO HE XOMWJI, UTO
Ha KEHIIMH YyXe Opocaerbes?..

— Kota? — xpurio nepecripocui Bpazec, ¢ TpyaoM nogHUMasich. — Yero Thl Tak BBIPSAWIACH ?

— Taxk ynoOHee, — efjBa Jiplilia OT CTpaxa, mpoluienTaia AeByika. Kasanocs, 4To 3BeprHBII OCKa
SIPOCTH, MCKA3UBILIHUIA 10 HEY3HABAEMOCTH JIMLIO MYKYMHBI, Oy/IeT TIpeciieJoBaTh ee BEUHO.

— A, — yxe OoJee CITOKOWHO OTBETUII Opart, — MOHATHO. Tak AeficTBUTENBHO ynoOHee. .. ObicTpee
JOBECTH MeHs /10 OereHcTBa. YTo ke, OpaBo, CeCTPUYKA, MOTYYMIIOCh. A BBl TOXKE YMHO TOCTYIIHIIH
— pa3pelmTh AeBYOHKE XOAUTD B ONIEKAaX JIOKKHU !

— Kote He Hy)HO Terepp pa3pellieHue, — KUCIO ycMexHyscsi Jlomyec, HammapuBast B KycTax
YJIETEBIIUI Med, — IaKTA MOXKET IMO3BOJIUTh ce0e BCe, YTO YTOTHO. . .

—V nee Cepprie k1aHa, — TUX0 J0OaBUT ABec.

— Cepnre? — Bpaziec criibHO TOOIEIHEN U CXBATHIT CheKMBIIYIOCS OT yxaca Kory.

Barisan ero, GnecHyBIIMI KPaCHBIM BOTYBMM OTOJIECKOM, HAIIAPWIT B CKJIA/IKaX ka0o0 30J10THU-
CTBII amyJieT. 3acKpexkeTaB 3ybamu, Bpazec cusbHee cxai AeBYIIKY. Yke Ka3aaoch, YTO BOMH IPO-
CTO CJIOMaeT ee, TOYHO BbicoxIiee aepeslie. Ho cama Kora He uyBcTBOBasta 60mm. PacmmpuBimmmucs
OT y’Kaca Iila3aMy OHa, He OTPBIBAsICh, CMOTpEJIa Ha MCKa3uBIIIeecs JIUIo Opata. [laxke MUHYTY Ha3aj
OHO OOJIbIIIE TIOXOQHJIO Ha YeI0BeYeCcKoe. 3BEph, MPOCTO OE3yMHBII yOUHIIA. . .

— OTmycTy IeBUYOHKY, — IIOHUMAIOIIE Yibioasick, Kpogoc mMsarko moxsionan o6para o mjiedy. —
Omna He BuHOBaTa, yto Cep/ile NpUIILJIO UMEHHO K HEel.

Bpagec 3acoresn, mprKpbLT BOMYBK I71a3a U MEAJIEHHO pa3ikas najbibl. KoTa BBHICKONB3HYA
M3 MEpTBOM XBaTKM M Ocesia Ha 3eMJII0, IOTUpasi 3aTekiue mieur. OHa He yAMBUTCS, OOHAPYKHB
TaMm OOIIMPHBbIE CUHAKU. JIMIh Obl KOCTH ObUTH T1eJTbI! UTO e MpeacTaBiisseT coO0i 3TO yKpalleHue,
KOTOpO€E OTBEPHYJIO OT Hee Jiuia OpaTheB, a Bpageca BooOIe 4yTh He JOBENO 10 Oe3ymusi?

Kpomoc octopokHO moBes Toro B CTOpOHy 3eMJIsTHKH. KoTa 3auapoBaHHO MPOBOAMIIA UX B3IJIs-
nom. Ilneun Bpazeca omycTuimch, CiMHA CCYTY/IAJIACh, CHIIbHBIE PYKH OONTAUCh, KaK MEHbKOBBIE
BEPEBKU. .. JIomsiec MOTYa MOJIOKMII Med OKOJIO KOCTpa U, Tpsiya B3IJIsI, TIOCTIEITHO PETUPOBAJICS
B cBOI0 HOpy. Korna pasonutuck ocranbHble, Kota He ycnena 3ametutsh. OHa cresna OKOJIO BECeso
MEpIIAIONIEero OrHs U PacTepssHHO O3Wpajiach MO CTOpOHaM. B mocesieHnu CTano HEBEpPOSITHO THUXO,
CJIOBHO BC€ 3aTaujIiCh. [ OpbKO B3/I0XHYB, AEBYIIIKA IPUKPBUIA KOCTEP CTAPHIM KOTEJIKOM U MEJICHHO
TOIUIENIACh B CTOPOHY CBOE 3€MIISTHKH.

[Nocne HacHIIIEHHOTO COOBITUSIMHU, HEBEPOSITHO CTPAHHOTO JIHS, XOTEJIOCh TOJBKO OJHOTO —
MOCKOpee 3a0bITh BECh 9TOT Kommap. CKUHYB IU1all, AEBYIIKa Oe3 CHI yTaia Ha rpyiy IKyp v 3a0bl-
JIach TSIKEJIHIM TPEBOKHBIM CHOM. BriepBbie 3a JJOJITHE roibl OHA YCHYJ/Ia HOYBIO.

[TpocHynack OHa OT ITTyXOTO 3ByKa, Kak OyATO ynajo uTo-To Tsikenoe. COH cieTesl MTHOBEHHO.
Uro ciyumiiocs? CkonbKo oHa npocnajia? YyTKuil HI0X YJIOBUJI JIETKUI apoMar pochkl U Pe3KUI TOLI-
HOTBOPHBII 3am1ax. 3HauuT, yke noutu yrpo. Ho uto tak crpanHo naxHer? B cienyioiiee MrHoBeHNe
B €€ 3eMJISIHKY BBIWJIOCh YTO-TO OrpoMHOE. HEeJIOBKO CKaTHBIIMCH MO HEOOJBIIIOMY CITYCKY, TOCTb
MOYTH HaBaJIWJICsA Ha OeByHKY. McnyraHHo BCKpuKHYB, KoTa momnbiTanack BRIPBaThCsl, HO CHIJIbHAS
JIaJIOHb CKajla poT.

— HI-111-111, — mpommIies MyX4rMHa 1 IaXHyJI Ha Hee TaKuM cMpaoM, uto Kora moutu nortepsina
cosHanue. JKasb, 4TO J1aIOHb HEe 3aKphljia ¥ HOC.

[NokaunyBimce, npuiesnen yopai pyky. Ho, 4ToObl MOMBITATLCS yAEpKaThCs HA MECTe, TYT Ke
OOJIOKOTHJICS O KOJICHKY JIEBYIIIKH.

— Bpagec?! — uzymnenno npoxpurena Kora. — Yto ¢ Todoi? Yto 3a crpannbiii 3amax? Tel
panen? Tl 3a60men?..
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— I-11-111, — 1aI0HB BHOBb METHYJACH K JIMITY KOTBI, HO MyXUKHA HE pacCUMTal CUJIBI M 3a1e-
AT CECTPE TIOIIEUUHY.

BHOBB MOKauHYBIIKCH, OH YXBATUJICS 32 BOPOT OeJIOCHEek HOU pyOamku eBymku. C Tpyaom
chOKyCHpOBaB B3IJIsI] HA KYJIOHE, ICTEPUYECKH pacxoxoTasics. He Beiaepxkas, TKaHb TpecHy1a. Bpa-
JIecC ymaJl Ha CIIMHY, AepXka B PyKe MBIIIHBII BOPOX TPSIMOK, MOXOKUI Ha IIBETOK, — BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCH
OT KPacHBOro kabo.

— VYBapoc, BUAMMO, ObLT MPaB — OH OOKYpHJICS ajiru! — MUCIyraHHO MPOIIUIeNa JAEBYIIKa U
Hallyrnaa 3a ClIMHOM OCTPbIid KUHKaul. Eciii 6pat BHOBB MOIBITAETCS €€ yOUTh, OHa XOTs Obl OCTapa-
ercst 3amuTUThCs. O TOM, YTOOBI CIACTUCH, HE OBLIO U peuH, Beab Kota mpekpacHo 3Haa, HACKOIbKO
OH OIaceH, KaK MPOTUBHHUK.

— Yro-TO Bpoze, — HEOXKUAAHHO JOOPOLYIITHO XMBIKHYJ Bpajiec, ycaxxuBasich Ha MOy U OTYa-
SIHHO TpsiCsl TOJIOBOM. [lernenbHble BOJOCH TPSA3HBIMU KJIOYbSMU CTApOW MAKJIM JIETJIM HA JIAIO. —
OrHeHHasi BOAA CeJsIH OKa3bIBAaE€T CTPAHHOE BO3/ICHCTBHE. .. HO XOTS Obl OTTOHSIET BOCHIOMHHAHUS.
Xu! Tak TbI geiicTBuTeNbHO oTxBaruiia Cepaue kiaHa? [mynas coruisiukal

— A, — nonsina Kora, emie HeMHOro oTcTynasi OT MbsiHOTO Opara, — BOT B 4eM aeso! Kponoc
pacckasbiBajl 00 9TOU raJJOCTH, TIPEBPAIAOIICH Jake TyYIINX BOUHOB B OSCIIOMOIITHBIX CBUHEH. . .

— Hypa, — ipocto otBeTu Bpamec. — UtoOsl cenats 6eciOMOITHBIM MeHsI, BeApa ITOH Mep-
30CTH MaJoBarto. ..

— Hypa? — obuxenno noBropwia Kora. Kak Obl paHbliie He 003bIBasICS Opat, MMPOU3HOCUTD
MOJIOOHBIE CJIOBA BCE € CUMTAT HUKE CBOETO JOCTOMHCTBA.

— KoneuHo, — ¢ ynoBOJIbCTBUEM MOATBEPAMIT OH. — Bbisla Ob yMHas1, epkaiach Obl OT 3TON
xene3ku nogaisiie! Jlail ee MHe! — Bpanec kauHyJsics Brepe[ v MOBAJIWICS B HOTH CECTPHI.

B3Bu3ruyB, Ta METHYJ1aCh K BHIXOMY, IEPENPHIrMBas Yepe3 paciuiactapiierocs My xxauny. Ho on
Y HE TIBITAJICS JIOTOHSTh. YOeIuBIIUCH B 3TOM, KOTa OCTaHOBHUJIACH M OCTOPOXKHO 3arIsiHy/Ia BHYTPb
3eMJISTHKH. Bpasiec jexan B TOM ke TOJIOKEHUH, a Yepe3 CeKyHIy JI0 CIyXa JIeBYIIKU JOHECCs MOIII-
HBIN Xparl.

— Tol B mopsizike?

Kora ucnyranno B3Buiach, HO, yBHJEB romyoornazoro Kpomoca, HepBHO paccmesiiach. bpart
ObLJT COBEPIIIEHHO TPE3B U CMOTPEJI C TPEBOTOM.

— Bonee-Menee, — OHa HEOXUIAHHO TIOYYBCTBOBaJA Cl1abOCTh B HOTaX W TMPHCIOHWIACH K
HachImu. — YT1o-T0 HemagHoe TBopuTcs ¢ Bpagecom. OH XoTen 3a0path KyJIOH, HO 3aCHYIL. ..

—Iocne Begpa caMoro BOHIOUETO MOMIIA CEJISH 51 PACCUMTBIBAI, YTO OH 3aCHET IIPSIMO Ha MecTe.
Ho cronno oTBieubcs1, Kak Iponaoxa TyT ke coexaln. S cpa3dy MoHsiI, YTo OH MOIIeN K Te0e, — OCyK-
Jalole KauyHyB pycol ronoBoi, Kpogoc GepexHo moagepkai cecTpy M MOMOT JOWTH A0 IIaJKOro
Openbika. — Ho oH Bce paBHO He 3a0pan Ob1 Cepmnie kiaHa. [Ipocto He cMor Obl. ..

YcanuB ee, oTOPOCKII CTapblil KOTEJIOK B CTOPOHY M, COTHYBILIHCH B TPU MOTUOENH, OBICTPO
pasays TIeolre yIH, MOAOPOCHB B Pa3rOpaloIIUiics KOCTEP HECKOBKO CYXHX BeToK. KoTta 3510k0
MOEKUIIACh, IEPEKUTHIN CTPax Jal o0 ceOe 3HATh.

— [Nouemy Bce BenyT ceOs Tak... CTpaHHO? — UyTh He IU1a4a, MPOIIETNTaia oHa. — YTO TaKoro B
3TOM epiucToM Kysione? Eciu Bce Tak HeJoBOMIbHBL, uTo Cep/iie JOCTalIoch MHE, MyCTh KTO-HUOYIb
ero 3abepeT, MHe He KaJKo!

CopBaBuInch, 3apeBera B rojloc ¥ YTKHYJIACh B JIAJOIIKH, Tpstya JIuio. Kpogoc HemoBopoTimBo
OITYCTHJICSI PSIZIOM M YCTIIOKaMBAIOIIIE TIOTJIa I CTOPOUBIIYIOCS CIIUHY CECTPBI.

— TeGe TsKeN0, MOHUMAIO, — POHUKHOBEHHO MPOroBOpmil oH. — §I 0ObsicH0. Cepale KiaHa
X0Tes1 Obl UMETh KaXplii U3 Hac. [la uTo TaM, XpaHUTeJIeM MeUTaeT CTaTh BOMH U3 000 ctan! D10
BeMKMil Jap! U Benukoe npoksisitue.

— Ilpoknsatue? — Hactopoxuiach Kora, npunogHsaBIINCS.

— XpaHUTeNU He OTIIMYAIOTCS AJTMHHON Y CYaCTIIMBOM JKU3HBIO, — TPYCTHO YJIBIOHYJICS TOITy00-
r1a3elil naperb. — OcoOeHHo, B mocieHee BpeMs. Penko KTo MpOoTSHY/ OOJbIIe MATH JIET. ..
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Cepaiie oOMMIOCh KPOBBIO, JbIXaHWe TepexBaTmiio. Tak oHa ymper? Cre3bl MrHOBEHHO
BbIcOXJIM, KoTa mMesnko 3arpsiciach OT cTpaxa.

— Ho s He xouy ymupats, — eJ1e BHIMOJIBIJIA OHA TIOMEPTBEBIIMMU TyOaMH.

— Hukro u3 Hac He Xxo4eT, YToOBI THl yMUpaJIa, — TIOKavas rojoBoi Kpomoc. — Jlomec paxe
YyTb HE HAPYILII TPAJUIIMIO, XOTeN 3a0paTh CTpaIIHbIN TatucMaH cebe. Ho HUKTO U3 Hac He uMeeT
MpaBo 3TO AesaTh — MoTtac nepenai cepatie Tede. ..

— A eciu 51 Tak ke nepegam ero Komy-HuOynb? — ¢ Hajexaoi cnpocuia Kora, rsas Ha Opara
CHU3Y BBepX. — Thl TOBOPHIITb, YTO KaKAbIA MEUTAET €0 HOCHTD. ..

— Morac He ObUT XpaHUTEIEM, — ¢ OTBpaieHueM crumioHys Kponoc. — Kumika Touka! OH Tak
Y HEe TIPUMEPUIT KYJIOH.

— Tak moyeMy BbI MO3BOJIMJIM MHE HaJleTh cepaie? — 4yTh He Bckpuuaia Kota. — [Touemy He
OCTaHOBUJIN?

OH TpsIXHYJ PyCOii T'OJIOBOM M MPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha CECTPY.

— Braiine kaxIplil HaIes1JICd, YTO ThI OKAXKEIILCS TOU CaMOM. . .

— Camoii. .. kem? — pactepsiiach JIeBYIIKA.

Kpomoc Tsikeno B3IOXHYI U Mepeces Ha 3eMJTI0, ONEepIICh CIIMHOM 0 OpeBHO. Jluia ux oka-
3aJIMCh Ha OTHOM YpOBHE. PaccestHHO MOAKMHYJI B 3aTyXAIOIIMI KOCTEPOK Mapy BETOK U IOCMOTPE
Ha cBeteiee Heoo.

— Korna-Tto, — ¢ Tpyaom Hauas OH, CJIOBHO IPEOI0JIEBAs KKIyUee jKeJJaHue HUUEro He paccKasbl-
BaThb, — CYIIIECTBOBAJI APEBHUI KJIaH COJTHEUHBIX Bo4MIl. Bee cran moguunsimck emy. M vicnibitanue
JaBaJId UMEHHO M30paHHble. Bomuuiibl ObUT OCOOEHHBIMHU. .. TIOHBIMUA TAMHCTBEHHOM CUJIbL. — OH
OOKer cecTpy XOJOOHBIM B3IJISAOM TOMyObIX I1a3. — HemocTrkuMoid, TpeBHEeH CHUJIBL. .. JOCTYITHOW
ymnib keHmHaM. la, Kota, Ki1aH cocTosit MCKITIOUMTENTbHO U3 BOTYHIL, KAK OCTAJIbHbIE CTal — TOJIKO
U3 BOJIKOB, BOMHOB. ThI CTajla MCKJIIOYEHUEM BIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO JIET, 51 IO CUX MOp HE BEpio, YTo
TaKoe BO3MOXHO. MbI Hajesutiuch, uto Cepitie KiiaHa BiOepeT Tedsl, Kak IPOAo/KaTeIbHUILY POJa. . .
u 6oru Moriu fath Tede ums [laktup. PaHbiiie BracTUTETbHUIIEH CTAHOBUJIACH IEBOYKA, POKICHHAS
OT COJTHEYHOU BOJTYMITHI U3 KJaHa. YBHI, Cepaiie He OTKPbLUIOCh TeOe. Thl — TOJbKO MIAKTH. . .

OHn nomomnya, codupasick ¢ xyxoM, a Kota 3aramna apixaHue, He B CUJIaX BbIAEPXKATh Iay3bl.
JpoxainmMy pykamu ckajia KyJloH Ha rpyau. M He monumasia, Cepprie v Mmy/IbCUPYeT B JIAIOHSIX
WJIM 3TO OKUBAET JIPEBHSIS JIeTEH .

— Jlokku, — ropeko npoponusi Kpogoc. CKpUBUBIIKCE, MOIIEBETMIT TAIKON yrid: — OHU He
MOTJIA CMUPUTBCS C CUJION KJ1aHa. Beab OH Mor Obl M BCEX MaroB CO CBETY CKUTh. BracTutenbHUIIDI,
HE [IEPEeMOHSICh, YaCTO BMEIIMBAJIMCh B TEMHbIE JEJMIIKU JOKKH, Ha3HAYasl UCTILITAHUS [UIS IEH-
kOB. KaxIpIil Tako# cTydyail Marv CYMTAJIH IJIEBKOM B X CTOpOHY. KitaHy B TO Bpems He ObLIO Aeia
0 3apBaBILIUXCS KOJIIYHOB, APEBHUI 3aKOH JaBajl MPaBO Ha KU3Hb BCSIKOHM TBapu. Ho Marm Takoro
MpaBa BIACTUTENSIM He Jaiu. [ HycHasl, TaiiHas TpaBJisl MPECTaBUTENBHUI APEBHETO pojia MPOAOI-
’kanach fonroe Bpems. M BOT, Korga mpsiMasi HacIeAHUIIA OCTaaach TOJIbKO OIHA, Maru OObEUHU-
JIVCh U TIPUHSTUCH BBICTICKUBATH JICBOUKY eIlle SIPOCTHEE. ..

Kponoc Tsokeno gpiman, He OTpbIBasi OT OTHS B3MVIsAAA. 3pauyky rofyobIX IJ1a3 pacIIupUIIUCh,
Mo nepekocuia rpumaca. OH CIOBHO BOOYMIO BUjIEN ceifuac coOblTHsl mponuioro. Kora B3apor-
HyJIa, TIOIyMaB, YTO OH M CaM y4acTBOBAJI B HUX.

— M1 ¢ Bpaziecom ObLT COBCEM ILIEHKaMU, — OATBEPIAIII OpaT A0rajKy JeByliku. — VcrbiTa-
HUEeM OOrv Ha3HAYMIJIM OXPaHATh OMMHOKYIO COJTHEUHYIO BOTUMIly. — KoTa Bapyr BCOMHMIIA yTpeH-
Huii pasroop Comnzeca ¢ Bpamecom u menko 3aapoxana. — Cpeau mMaroB Obi1 ofmuH... JIOKK!
HeseposiTHo cunbHblil. OH Mor npeBpaiarbcsi B Bojka. M oH npecnenosan maktu. Hac 3amanunum
B JIOBYIIKY. Cpa3y HECKOJBKO MaroB HaraJll OJXHOBPEMEHHO... — Kpogoc MpauyHO ycMexHyJICS U
3ayMUYMBO MPOBEJ MaJIblIeM I0 IipaMy. — I Opocuiicsi Ha HamaAaBIIMX, YTOObI OTBJIEYb OT Bum.
Hyman, Bpanec ycrnieet yBectr ee B Oe3omacHoe Mecto. Ho Jlokku okazanuch cuiibHee. [lotom mpo-
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Heces ciyX, uto Bus moru6na. Ho 3a0pana ¢ codoii B roctr kK Mopocy u JIokka. A Bot Cepptie Gec-
CJIEZIHO UCYE3JIO. . .

— A Bpagec BbikumII, — 3akoHumIa 3a Opara Kora. — M 1o cux mop kopurt ceds 3a To, 4TO He
CMOT CIIACTH JIEBYIIIKY. . .

Kponoc nponsutensHo mocMoTpet Ha cecTpy. KoTa ¢ yauBieHrem 3ameTiia B roayoObIX IJ1a3ax
CJIE3Bl.

— OuHu moOwIM APYr Ipyra, — OTPHIBUCTO MPOU3HEC OH M yIapuil KyJakoM 1o OpeBHy. Korta
BCKOYMJIA ¥ 3a4apOBAaHHO MPOCIEIA, KaK IaJKoe JepeBo pa3BaivBaercs Ha yactu. — ConHeuHast
BOJTUMIIA HOCHJIA TIOJ, cep/lieM IeHKa Bpapeca. ..

— A... Morac? — poOko cripocuiia ieBylika. — $I Tak MOHsIa, YTO OH TOXE YIaCTBOBAJT B STOM.

— He coBcem, — mpauno OypkHya Kpomoc. — Boru orBepHymch or Motaca, TOTOMY 4TO OH
npesaan pox maktu. Beinan JIokky mecto, rae Mel ripstanu Hlaktup. Io rmynoctu cBoei. .. Bpat Obit
Yyepecuyp ropsid, Ho HeJocTaToyHo ymeH. Yem JIOKK 1 BOCIIONIB30BaJICH.

OH pe3Ko MOTHSIICS W, OTBEPHYBILUCH, THXO CKa3a:

— Toi Teniepb maktu. Hu cHATh, HU nepenats Cepalie KiiaHa, IOKa )X1Ba, HEBO3ZMOXHO. .. pa3Be
YTO TOJIBKO Jpyroi makti. Ho onu Bce moru6omu. JIokku OymyT oXoTHThCs 3a TOOOM. McnbitaHue
Onmu3uTcsa. Huuero He mpoMCXOAMT MPOCTO TaK, BUAMMO, TeOe CykKIEHO MPUKOCHYTHCS K JIpeBHEN
TaiiHe. A MBI IOCTApAeMCsl CAENATh BCE 3aBUCSIIEE, YTOOBI Thl OCTAIACH KMBA KaK MOXHO JIOJIbIIIE, —
Kponoc B3noxHy:1 u 6pocui: — MHe Kalb. ..

CcyTyMBIINCDH, CITIOBHO TOJ TPY30M TSKENIbIX BOCTIOMMHAHUWH, OH ToIIeNn K 3emisiHke. Kora
MpoclieInia B3MIAAOM 3a yaausioneics ¢purypoi Opara. OHa Oblia pacTepsiHa, UCIyTraHa, BCTpe-
BOKEHa M... 3a4apoBaHa. Crapasi, Mo4TH 3a0bITasi JIeTeHAa KOCHY/ach ee. KoTa cymopoxHO cxana
KysnoH. Kak MHOro oH 3Haumt 1151 Bpajeca. .. Kak MHOTO OH 3HAYMT /711 cTam!

PaccBeT 71eronpko KOCHYIICsl HUTKM ropu3oHTa. CKkopo OpaTbsi HanpaBsaTcs K KamHIo. Het, oHa
HE MOET CEerojHsl WATH C HUMH, CIIMIIKOM MHOTO 3MOIMI OylyeT cefiuac B JeBUYbeH ayIe. A
elle. .. OHa BpsiJl JIU CMOKET BCTPETUThCS B3MIsIIOM ¢ Bpanecom. CuHernaspiil amiet OoJbliie BCEro
Ha CBeTe HeHaBUEN KanocTb. Vi HeT, ceroqus Houblo KoTa y3Hana, 4To JOKKM OH HEHABUIUT elle
oonpirie. OctaBaThCsl B MIOCEIEHUM TOXe He ObLIO CHil, YniiBa OfoseeT ee pacCupocamu, a CKphITh
yyBcTBa KOoTa HE cMOKeT.

W TyT OHa BCHOMHMJIa O HECKJIAHOM TapHe, ¢ KOTOPhIM MOBCTpevasiach B 3aMke xapia. Kak
Tam ero? Ara, Jlait! Kaxercs, on roBopui ripo moctuk 4yepe3 Opu. Kora pemmrenbHo nogHsnach u
OBICTPBIM IIIArOM, — [OKa He TIPOCHYJIMCh OpaThsi, — HAIIPaBUJIaCh B CTOPOHY ropoaa. Koneuno, naru
npuzeTcsl Aoaro, OsicTpee godexana Obl B oOpa3e Bomuriibl. Ho y KaMHsI €CTh PUCK MOBCTPEeYaThCs
C KeM-HuOyIb U3 CBOMX. [la M TOpOKaHUH MOKET B OOMOPOK T'POXHYThCS, YBUIEB MPUBETIMBO OCKa-
JIMBIIETOCs BOJIKA. . .

Opnesx/1a JIOKKY HUYYTh HE CTeCHSUIA IBMKEHUH U OblIa Jaxe KoM(pOpTHee rpyObIX XOJIIIOBBIX
Opiok. Jlervaiimas, snacTiyHasi TKaHb MOBTOpsiIa Kaxaoe NprkeHre. Kora naxe paccmesiach Ot
YIOBOJIbCTBUS M TIOOeXkana. Betep urpait ¢ 4epHbBIMU JIOKOHAMU, TIPOTOHSISI MPaYHbIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS
MUHYBILEH HOUU. YTPEHHEE COJHBIIIKO SIPKO CepeOpuIoch B UMCTEHIIIEN BOJE POJHUKA, KOTOPHIM
yCIakJall CIIyX MEJIOAMYHBIM KypuaHueM. CBeTsio-3esieHast MOJIofiast JIMCTBA TUXOHBKO MYpJIbIKasia
HEKHYIO TIECEHKY, KOKETIMBO TMO/AABAsCh JJACKE BETEPKA.

Bor u 3amok. [lepen Heii onsTh BHIPOCIM TeMHbIE MOTyure CTeHbl Bas, OT KOTOpBIX Besio
cpipocThio. Kak oHa OpicTpo nodpanack! Bugumo, Kota Tak yBiaeksiach NpusiTHHIMU yTPEHHUMH OIILY-
[IIEHUSIMH, YTO COBCEM HE 3aMeTWIa, Kak MpojieTesno BpeMs. MasleHbKUil MOCTUK M3 OTCHIPEBIIIETO
JiepeBa HalllesIcsl OYeHb JIETKO, KaK U MOJIsiHKA HertoAasieky. Ho mapenbka He 6b110. Kota ocmotpenach
U pelmia rnepexaaTb Ha OOJBIIOM PaCKUANCTOM JIEPEBe.

C nerkocThIio 3a0paBIINCh, Ycelach B yIOOHOM Pa3BETBJICHUH U UPOHUYHO XMBIKHYJIA, BCIIOM-
HUB HEyJauyy B JKYTKO-HEYJOOHOM IuiaThe. DTa OfekJa CIOBHO CO3JaHa [UIsl TOrO, YTOOBI JIa3aTh,
oeratsb... MoX)eT, KOHEUHO, TaK OHO 1 ObL10. KoTa oueHb Masio 3Hana o Marax. TouHee, OUTH HUYero.
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— Oii! — yicnyraHHO TMCKHYJIA BRICKOYMBINAS U3 JIyTUIA MaJleHbKasi Oeska.

VYpoHuB opex, mMbITHY/Ia 00patHo. Kota yauBieHHO nojHsiia 6poBu. OHa U B YeJIOBEUECKOM
OONMMYMK TIOHMMAJIA SI3bIK 3Bepe? XOTsl, YTO YIUBIATHCS, Beb CTasi MOIJIa OOIIATLCS CO 3BEpheM
B JII0OOM o0nmmuun, noyemy Kota nomkHa 4eM-to otimuarbesi? IIpocto mpoBeprTh HOBbIE HABBIKH
BpeMeHHU He ObL10. MpavyHbIi OT BO3JIOKEHHOM 3a00Thl Bpagec Tak pbsHO B3siics 32 00yUyeHue, Kak
Oy/ITO OT ITOrO 3aBHCeNa KU3Hb. Jla M 00IaThCS CO 3BEPheM KaK-TO He BO3HUKAJIO HEOOXOIUMOCTH,
Y Tak ObUIO C KEM MIOTOBOPUTb.

— 91, MeJI04b, — HacMenuMBo no3Bajia Kora. KoHeuHo ke, 370 TOT Harvblil 3BepeK, ¢ KOTOPbIM
OHa IMpepeKasach OKOJIO KePTBEHHOTO KAMHSI, — BBIXO/IH.

Benka c moOOMBITCTBOM BBICYHY/IA KOHUMK HOCA, HO MOKHUIATh yoexuile He cremmia. Kora
TIO/THSIIA OPeX, 3aCTPSABIINI B TYCTOM JIMCTBE. 3BEpeK METHYJICS ObLIO K Opexy, HO TYT Xke JIEpPHYJICS
oOparHo. [leBymika MoK pyTHIa B MAIbIAX OpeX, BIOIHE CIeNbIi ¥ TBepAbi. Buanmo, 13 mporuioroa-
HUX 3amacoB. PackosnoB ckopiymy 3y0amu, ¢ yIOBOJIBLCTBHEM Chesla CepAiieBuHy. M3 myruia mocisl-
I1aJ10Ch pa3ipakeHHOe OypUaHue.

— Nnu croga, — BHOBb no3BaJIa 3Bepbka Kora.

Benka ocTopoxHO BbUIE3NTA M3 YKpBITHS. JleByIlKa BHIOpOCHIA HOTY U, TIpekjae 4eM Oeska
ycriesia IIMBITHY Th OOPaTHO, 3aKpblla CTOTION JIBIPY B KOpE.

— Hano 6s1 mo3aBTpakath, — yeMexHysach KoTa, ¢ yJoB/IeTBOpEHUEM Pa3MBIIILIsis, YTO BOIYBU
pedrieKchl Toke OCTaIMCh TIPU HEMl.

Benka, ycibllliaB 3TH CJIOBa, CTpajaibuecKd MUCKHYJIA W M300pa3mia IIyOOKHUH OOMOPOK.
KoHneuHo, OHa MoHs11a, KTO 3Ta 0coda 1 4to cOexarh He ynactcs. KoTa ocbinasa 3Bepbka KyCOUKaMu
CKOPJIYTIBI.

— Tammm eme! Cyns no 3anaxy, 3aracoB TYT HEMAJIO.

Ta cynopoxHo aepHyaachk. I ymupath He XOTelI0Ch, HO M OTIABaTh JAOOBITHIE BETUKUM TPYIOM
3anacel Toxe. HeMHOro mokone0aBInch, MoAHsIIACh U TIOHYpO Moruienack K aymty. Kora yopana
HOTY, TPOMYyCKasi 3BepbKa. Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO MHHYT, CHITasi U JOBOJIbHAsI, OHA OTIYCTUJIa OENKy
BOCBOSICH, PEIINB, YTO Ta YECTHO OTpadoTasia HeJIloOEe3HOe TOBEIeHNE TTPU POIIION BCTpeye.

CorHIle MOAICKa3bIBAJIO, YTO BpeMsl OIM3MIIOCH K MOMyaHI0. Bunumo, oHorna He mpuzaet. Kota
3aJpeMaia Ha yIOOHOW BEeTKe, BaJbsKHO CBECUB HOT'M M pyKu. Ho, ycobiIaB Jlerkuii mopox, HacTo-
POXWJIACh ¥ MTHOBEHHO CIIpATAIACh B I'YCTOM KpOHE AepeBa. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha TOJISTHKY
BBIIIIEN KpacHbIN OT Hatyru Jlait. C o0nerdyeHHbIM B3/10XOM OH OpOCHII Ha 3€MJTIO ITTMHHBINA CBEPTOK,
3aTeM CTSHYJ MOKPYIO OT IoTa py0axy U MoBecHII Ha ONvKalmid KycT. Pa3BopoIuB rpsi3HO-cepyIo
TKaHb, BRIBUIWJI HA 3€MJTI0 HECKOJIBKO KJIMHKOB M HEOOJBIION KPYIiblid UT. OOpedeHHO 3BSKHYB,
rpyJa CTaporo xese3a 3aMeplia Ha BbUKXKEHHOW COJTHIIEM TpaBe. Jlaii BHUMATeIbHO OCMOTpeJIcs, a
Kora ¢ ynoBonbcTBMEM OTMETHIIA, YTO OH WINET ee. BHUMaHMe ropoxanuHa jibcTuno. Ho mapeHs
3acTaBmI cedsl KJaTh, TAK YTO OHA TOXE CHEIIUTh He OyeT.

B3noxHyB, 10HOIIAa HEMHOT'O TIOKOBBIPSIJICS B TPyJE OpyXHs. BbITaliB KOPOTKUI IIMPOKUIA
Meu, OTOIIIeJT MOJAIbIIe OT PEKU U BCTAT B TI03Y, CIIOBHO OOOPOHSIICSA OT BOOOPAXaeMoro MpOTHB-
HuKa. KoTta ¢ uHTEpecom pasieryiach Ha MIMPOKOW BETKE W MOATEpia KyJadkamuy rosioy. Tak BOT
KaKoro pojia TpeHUpPOBKH !

Jlaii co Bceil cuITbl 3aMaxHYJICS U C IPOCTHBIM KPUKOM HaHeC Mo BO3AyXy pyosimuii ynap. Ensa
YCTOSIB HA HOTaX, Pa3BEPHYJICS, M TYT ke MPOTKHYJI TO K CAMOE MECTO, C/IEJIaB BBIMA/1 IPABOI HOTOM.
Kora pazovyapoBaHHO XMbIKHYJIA. ['OpOXKaHUH Maxasl MEYOM Tak, Kak OyITO YUMIICS Y TeX CKOMOPO-
XOB, SIKOOBI cpaXkaroImuxcs Ha sipMapke. Tem BpeMeneMm Jlaii ctapatesbHO pa3sMaxuBall JKeIe3sKOM,
MBIXTENT M OONMMBANICS TIOTOM. [Ipy 9TOM JIMIIO KOPYMJI Takoe, CIIOBHO OH — CAMBIN CHJIBHBI BOWH
Tupun!

Coscem 3ackyuaB, Kota permia cie3ts ¢ qepeBa. V3sHo cripbirHyB BHU3, C JIETKOCTBIO YKJIO-
HWIACh OT TsDkesoro yaapa Jlas. OT HeoXXKUAaHHOCTH, TAPEHb He YCTOsLT HA HOTaxX M PyXHYJI Ha 3eMITIO.

48



O. N. Koporaepa. «Cras»

— T vero, ¢ yma conuia? — 3akpudain oH. — Ha Bosocok ot cmeptu Obiia! § TeOs 4yTh He
yous! 3auem o Meu Jiesenib?..

Kora noxasna rnje4amu U CiOKOMHO OTBETHUIIA!

— C TakuMHM ycriexaMu, ThI ¥ 3aiiI1a He YObeIllb.

— YTO THI UMeelb B BUIY? — HACYIUJICS TTApeHb, TOHUMASICh HA HOTH.

— TonbKO TO, YTO HOKHMYKH JIETSM HE Urpylika, — Kora nokasasa s3sik. — Thl Jaxe He 3Haelllb,
Kak 3a Meu Jieparbcsi! A yxk MpeACTaBIeHUe YCTPOUII. .. BCE 3Bepbe B Jiecy moTermaercsi!

Jlaii mokpachen u eme Oombine Hacynwics. Ho, HEMHOTO NOTONTABIIMCH, UCKOCA OPOCHIT
B35 Ha Kory.

— A TBI 4TO, yMeeIllb IpaThcsi? — HEXOTsI CIPOCUJT OH, YTUPas MOT CO Jida.

— JIpatbesa? — upoHn4HO (pipkHYya aeByiika. — Her! Cpaxkarbes — aa!

Jlaii Haxoximics, Kak BopoOeil. Ha BecHymryatom Jmie oTpaxajiack To o0MIa, TO HeKas
Hazexaa. B urore xaxma 3HaHMNA nodeamia.

— Hayuumis? — GypkHys1 OH, OTBOpauMBasich U uzderasi cMoTpeth Ha Koty.

— He 3Ha10, — IpoTsAHy/1a OHA, HAXMY PUBILUCD.

OnHo geno — kputukoBath. CoBceM apyroe — Oparh Ha ceOsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a OOyue-
Hue. Kota Hukorga HuKoro He yumia. Cama ere IIeHOK, OHa TOJIBKO JKaJHO TMOIJomaia Bce, YTo
nokaseiBasl Bpasiec u qpyrvie. Bou Ha Mevyax OYeHb HPABWJIUCH JEBYIIKE, XOTS JJIMIIUCh OHU BCETO
HECKOJIbKO CeKyH]I — Opathbsi OblH crutbHee. [laxe moopomymiHbiii Kpomoc, KoTophlid Beera JaBat
cecTpe MoOIaKKy, HIKOTa He TPOUTPHIBAIL. A TeTiepb MPEA0CTaBIISIACh BO3MOKHOCTB ITOKA3aTh CBOE
yMEeHHe, OIYTUTh ce0s1 IyTOUKy Bbillie. O4eHb 3aMaHYHBO. . .

INoka Kora pa3msinisiia, Jlait Bce Oonee mpaunesn. OH 1 Tak OIyTHJI ce0s YHHKEHHBIM, KOTIa
MOIIPOCHJT O TIOMOIIY JIeBUOHKY. Terepb ke MOT ellle U OTKa3 MOTy4UTb.

— JlamHo, — MeisIeHHO, Kak Obl HeXOTs1, oTo3Baack Korta. FOHoma obneryeHHo B31oxHy1. — Ho
Mpex/e, CMEHU MeU. DTOT He MOJXOIUT.

— Ilouemy? — ynusuics Jlai.

Kora B3si71a B pyKy Opykue, KOTOPHIM TOT TaK aKTMBHO MaxaJl, U B3BECUJIa B PyKe.

— Kak tebe ckazarb, — nmpoTsiHy/ia OHa. — KOHEUHO, MOXHO. .. 1axe HyKHO OUTBCS TeM, 4TO
ectb. Ho MMeHHO 3TOT Meu OoJiee MoIoMAeT 1715l pyOKH ¢ KOHSI, 4eM s reriero 0os. Pykosts ogHO-
pyuHasi. .. Heroxo, KoHeyHo. Ho ecnu pyka ycraHer, cMeHHUTh Oyner TpyaHoBaro. Ho camoe riaB-
HOE — Yy Hero MeHTP TAKECTU CMEIIeH K OCTPUI0. DTO CIHENUAIBHO I TOro, 4ToObl pyouTh. Bot
THI TBITAJICSI UM CPaKaThCA. .. BBMOK-TO Kak! U ycran HaBepHsika. [ToroMy 4To GoJibIlie TbITajIcs UM
kosoth! Bot! — Kora BbITanmia u3 Kyuu JJIMHHBIA TPSIMO MOTYTOPHUK C CYKAIOITUMCS JIE3BUEM. —
Konots yno6Hee s1vm.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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