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Kak BBIKUTH TOBOPSIIIEMY MHOIUIAHETHOMY KOTEHKY, €CJIM 1IEHA 32 €r0 TOJIOBY
HACTOJIBKO BBICOKA, UTO 32 HUM OXOTATCSI KOCMUUECKUe nupaThl? Pagy cBoOOIbI
KOT PUCKYET, U B MIOMCKAaX CIIACEHMsI OKA3bIBAETCS HA KYPhEPCKOM JIAMHEPE MUJIOTA
BOEHHO-KocMuueckoro guora Anekces ['opckoro. IIpruioTB KOTeHKa, KOCMOHABT
Ja’Ke He JI0ra/IbIBaeTCs, OTKY/1a TOT POJOM, M KaKHe OMACHOCTHU MOJICTEPEraoT UX
BIIEpPEIU. BBITh MOXKET, 3TO 3HAKOMCTBO MOCIIYKUT HAYAJIOM JOJITOM U KPErKOn
ApyxOBI, M CAMBIX HEBEPOSATHBIX MPUKTIOUeHUI! CMOTYT JIu Ipy3bsl TPEOIONIETh BCE
NPENsATCTBUS HA CBOEM IyTH U BEPHYTHCS JOMOM ?
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Yactp 1. Kcanra

I'maBa 1. 3sakoMcTBO

[Tunot Kypbepckoro KOCMUYecKoro jaiHepa Asnekceit ['opckuil roTOBUICS K MOJETY B OHY U3
JaJIeKUX COJTHEYHBIX CHCTEM, Ha IUIaHeTy Moj] Ha3BaHueM KcaHTa, BOZMOXKHOCTh TOJIETETh HA KOTO-
PYIO KOCMOHABT KaJI 11e1bii Toj1. JIloOoi mogoOHbIi pelic TpeOoBaJ TIAaTeIbHOM MTOATOTOBKY, & 3TOT
o0erasn ObITh 0COOEHHO OTBETCTBEHHBIM, II03TOMY AJIEKCEH C MTOBBIIIEHHBIM BHUMAaHHEM 3aHIUMAJICS
MIPOBEPKOI BCeX CUCTeM KOpalJisl U cHapsikeHus1. OCMOTpeB U OTJIOKUB LIJIEM OT cKagaHIpa B CTO-
POHY, OH TIIATEeJILHO MPOLTYIIHIBAJ KaKAbI CAHTUMETP TKAHU CBOETO HE HOBOTO Y3Ke KOCTIOMa, KOTjia
HEOXUIAHHO YCITBIIIAI 1103311 ceOst pOOKOe THXO0e «MsTy». [logymaB, 4To eMy IMOCIbIIANoch (OTKyAa
KOTBI MOIJIM B35IThCs HA KOocMonpome?), AJlekceil He cpearpoBal, U MPOAOJIKUAI 3aHUMAThCS TIPO-
Bepkoi. Ho TyT «Msly» pa3iasoch yke HacToiuuBee, Ha 3TOT pa3 MpsMo 1o ero Horamu. KocMoHaBT
MOCMOTpEJT BHU3, Y YBUIIEI PSAIOM C COOOM MaJICHBKOTO PBIKETO KOTEHKA, OH ObUT COBCEM HCXY/IaB-
LW, JIOXMATBIM U TPSA3HBIN.

— Tak Tak, KT0 3170 TYT y Hac? Thl Kak ciofa nomaj, Majbii? — cnpocui Asiekcei, Oepsi KOTeHKa
Ha pyku. TOT kan00HO MUCKHYJI, HETUISAACh KOTOTKAMU 3a €ro JIaJloHb, U JIM3HYJI CBOIO JIAIIKY.

— Kaxercs, Tol ronozeH, npyxok! — yemexnyscs Anekceid. — [loiinem, mocMorpum, yem tedst
MO’KHO TTOKOPMMTb.

OHM MOOHSUTUCH HA KOpaOJib, TJIe B YIOTHOM KyXOHHOM OTCEKEe KOCMOHABT 3aBEPHYJI MaJIbIIIIA B
TOJIOTEHIIE U, IOCAJNB €r0 Ha CTOJI, CTaJl PHIThCS B XOJOIUIbHUKE.

— INoxoxe, KpoMe MoJIOKa 51 Tebe cefiuac HUIero He Mpeioxky. Thl IIOOUIIIL MOJIOKO? — CIIPO-
cut AJlekcell y KOTeHKa, Jiepka MakeT B pyke. KOTeHOK cocpeoTOueHHO BbUIM3BIBAJICS, TOTHOCTHIO
UTHOPUPYS CBOEro cracutens. TeM He MeHee, U3pellka KpaeMm Ija3a ¢ MHTEPecoM MOIIaablBall Ha
o0eIIaHHOE JIAKOMCTBO.

— JlamHO, 5 MOHSII, YTO YMCTOTA MPEBBIIIE BCETO, U Thl MOJIOJELI, YTO MOEIIIb JIallbl Iiepe]] e10M.
Ho Bce-Taku MOXXHO CMOTpETh Ha MeHsl, Korjua sy Tebsl 4To-TO crpaiimBai? — AJjiekcel rpucen

niepe]] CTOJIMKOM ¥ MPUOIM3UII CBOE JIMIO K KOTy. KOTEHOK, mepecTaB BbUIM3BIBATHCS, MOHOIIET
MoOJMIKe, TIOHIOXAJT €r0 HOC, YMXHYJI, U CHOBA CTaJl JIN3aTh JIATIKY.

— Hy 4ro ¢ To60¥ noaenaens ! — B3JI0XHYJI KOCMOHABT. — XOPOIIIO, KOTJIa 3aKOHYHIIIb, efia OyaeT
KJath TeOs 371eCh, a MHE HY)KHO MPOIOKUTh TOTOBUTh KOPaO/b K OTJIETYy, — CKa3aJl OH, HaJMBast
MOJIOKO B MHUCKY M OITyCKasl €€ Ha MOJI psaoM co cTtoioM. KoTeHOK He oTpearnpoBali, MpoaosiKas
COCPEIOTOUYEHHO BBUTU3BIBATHCS, JIUIIb MEPEN ISl C Janbl HA XBOCT.

Ho cromno Anekcero BBITH U3 OTCEKa, 3BePeK BMUT CIIPHITHYJI CO CTOJIA, U MPUHSLICS C Kajl-
HOCTBIO JIAKaTh, MEPUOANYECKU OT(BIPKUBASICh, KOT/IA JIETSAIME BO BCE CTOPOHBI KAIlIA TMOMaJaiv
eMy Ha Hoc. Pa3zfenaBimch ¢ MOJIOKOM U 00JIM3aB HAMOC/EIOK JIAMKK, OH TIOKPYTHIICS 10 KyXHE U
To1IeNT M0 HAMPABJIEHUIO K JIBEPU C TBEPAbIM HAMEPEHHUEM UCCIeoBaTh Kopadib. Benpb Teneps emy
MIPE/ICTOSIIIO 31IECh KUTh, U IyTEIIECTBOBATh HA NPYyrue TUIaHeThl. [IpaBia, X03auH Kopaois ere 00
3TOM He 3Hasl. Ho KoTeHKa 3T0 Majio BoHOBasIO. OH rOTOBUJICS] K HOBBIM OTKPBITHSIM !
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I'naBa 2. IlepBbIii moJieT

Koraa Bce nmpurotopieHus K oTieTy ObLIM 3aBEpIIeHbI, AJeKcell OTHSIICS Ha OOpT Kopaois,
¥ TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM PEILUJI POBEPUTD, KaK TaM ero nuromerl. Ho B KyXOHHOM OTCEeKe OH YBU/IEJ JIUIIb
Jiexalee Ha CTojIe TIOJIOTEHIIE U IyCTYI0 MUCKY OT MOJIOKA, Karjli KOTOPOTo ObLIN TIOBCIOAY.

— Jlaaaa, He caMblil aKKypaTHBIN €/I0K TOMajcs, — YCMEXHYJICS KOCMOHABT, U CTaJl O3UPAThCS
0 CTOPOHaM B MOMCKax KoTeHKa. — Kccee Keee Keee, re ke Thl, MaIbII?

Ho 3Bepbka HUTAE He ObUTIO. AJIeKCel MOXOAW Mo Kopalilo, 3arysabiBasi B KaXblid YTOJOK,
OJIHAKO KMBOTHOE TaK W HE HaIIIelI.

— Bor tak Bcerna. [Togdeperib, o6orpeerib, HAKOPMUIIIb — & €r0 W CJIeJl MPOCThUI, APIIBLIA
MyHIKCTOro!

Hy uro %, He cynpba — Tak He cyapoa.

AJnekceil B3IOXHYJI, CeJl B KaMTaHCKOE KPeciio U MPUroToBwics K crapty. OH JoimkeH ObuI
noctaBuTh Ha KcanTy HOBoe 0OopynoBaHMe M 0Opa3iibl 3eMHBIX PACTEHHUH /7151 KCAHTHICKON KOJIO-
HUM, a TaKXKe JIeKapCTBEHHbIE Mpenaparsl UIsi MECTHOTO HacesieHusl. Kpome mmonei, 3acemBIImxX
TJTaHEeTy MHOTO JIET Ha3a/l, TaM KWJIA HEOOBIYHBIE YeJIOBEKOOOPa3HBIE CYITIeCTBa, 00JIaJaioIre Kpac-
HBIM LIBETOM KOXH U TpeMsl 3eJICHbIMHU I71a3aMU. Takke BOAMIMCH pa3yMHbIE )KUBOTHbIC: JIETAIOIIUE
KCaHTHICKUE KOTUKU, CBUHOIICHI, Pa3IMYHble PENTWIMK U APYTUe, KOTOPBIX OT BceX Oosie3Hel cria-
caj1 OOBIKHOBEHHBIN 3eMHOH acnuprH. Ho MOCKoMbKy mporiecc Mpou3BOACTBA JIEKAPCTB Ha TUIAHETe
ObLT ellle MJI0X0 HAJIAXEH, MEePEeBO3UTh MEMKAMEHThl IPUXOAMIOCh ¢ 3emitd. B3ameH KcaHTHHIIbI
OTIPABJISUTA 3eMJISTHAM MECTHbIE BOJIOPOCIIH, KOTOpbIe ObLTM HEOOBYAWHO TOJE3HBI ISl JKUTeNer
BCEX TaJlakTHK, T.K. COJIEpayii B ceOe OrpOMHOE KOJTMYECTBO BUTAMUHOB U TOJIE3HBIX MUKPO3JIe-
MEHTOB. 3eMJIsIHE M3TOTOBJISUIM U3 HAX Pa3IMUHbIe MAJTIONH, KPeMa, JIOChOHBI M Ma3H, HA TOTUTUBHBIX
3aBoAax acrepousa [lepces BhIycKasm ropiouee AJisi KOCMHUUYECKHX Kopaliieid, a Ha HEKOTOPBIX Tia-
HeTax Jjake ynoTpeOIsii B MUIILLY.

K kaxnomy nonery AJiekcell TOTOBUJICS OCHOBATEIIbHO: 3aIOJTHSUT IPY30BOM OTCEK IO OTKa3a,
coOMpal Kyuy COMPOBOAUTEbHBIX Oymar, M TIIATEIbHO MPOBEPSUT KaKIBIH MYyHKT CBOETO CITHCKA,
YTOOBI TOYHO HUYEro He 3a0bITh. HakoHell, Bce MpUroToBeHNs ObUIM 3aBEpIIEHbl, 1 KOCMOHABT,
MIPUCTErHYBIIKCH PEMHSIMH, 3alIPOCKIT pa3pelieHne Ha ctapT. Ha tabiio 3aropesncst oOpaTHBIi OTCUET:
10,9, 8, 7..... Kommnbiotep MejieHHO cMeHsuT LIupbl, U, KOrja AOIIeN A0 HyJIs, ABUraTe v B3peBe,
HAIpasJisisi KOpaOJib BBBICh.

N3-3a peBa TypOMH AJieKcell U He YCTIbIIal, Kak U3 MKa(uuKa KaloThl pa3pa3uiioch UCIyraH-
Hoe «Mpsssasasasy!!!!», nepemeniiee B 3aTsKHOE CTOHYIIEe MsyKaHbe. BeTHbIil KOTEHOK, UCClIes1o-
BaB KOPaOJib, MPHIIE K BBIBOJY, UTO JIISl HETO Oe30MacHee BCero OyaeT MepekuTh B3JeT, CIpsATaB-
IIMCh B IIIJIEM 3aracHoro ckadaHapa, KOTOPHI HaXOOWICs B MIKaduuKe KaluTaHCKON KaloThl. OX,
KaK ke OH ommbacs!

[Tpu crapte B KOpadiie BKIIOYMAIACH HEBECOMOCTb, M MAJICHBKOT'O 3BepbKa Opocasio, MBBIPSIIO U
KPYTWIO BHYTpH Kpyrioro nuiema. OIHako BCKOpe KOpadib BHIPOBHSLICS, TPUHSB HYKHBIU Kypc, U
3amyCTHIach UCKYCCTBEHHas rpaBuTaiivsl. KOTeHOK mpu 3ToM HuIenHyscs 00 CTeHKY 1uleMa, 3allli-
TeJ1, ¥ Hadaul OBICTPO CION3aTh 1O cKadaHapy BHU3, OTYASTHHO LIETUISISICh KOTOTKaMU 32 TKaHb. Hako-
HEell eMy YyIaJloch J00paThCs JI0 MOojia, U OH KyOapeM BhIBAMWICA W3 mKada, OOMKEHHO MsyKas,
OT(PBIPKMBASICh U Jepras JarKkaMu.

— CBsTBIC KOTBI, HEYKEJIH 51 3TO Mepeku1! — MPOBOpUYA KOTEHOK, U HAITPABUJICS OBLIO K BHIXOLY
U3 KaloThl, HO PO ISl HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, yrepcsl B YbK-TO HO'M. MeJIEHHO TO/IHSIB TOJIOBY BBEpX,
OH BCTPETHJICA B3MIAA0M ¢ ['OpCKMM, KOTOPBI CTOSUT B TIPOXOJIE, CIIOKUB PYKH Ha IPY/IH.

— Taxk BOT 3HauuT Kak! — npousHec oH. — ['oBopALIMIA KOT?

KoTeHok mopa3mbiciiul, moyecasn 3a YIIKOM, M CKa3al:

— May.
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AJekceit mpucen 1 B3sUT €r0 3a NIKUPKY, HEMHOTO TIPUITOAHSIB HaJ| TIOJIOM. 3BEpeK 3a1phira
JIanKaMy C HaMEPEeHHEM 11apanaThbCsi, HO He MOT JOTSIHYThCSI JIO JIepKaBIlel ero pyKu.

— IlpusHaiics, — TaCKOBO 3arOBOPHJI KOCMOHABT, — 51 Bellb He ocibimaiicsi? Kpome Tedst Bcrno-
MUHATh «CBSITHIX KOTOB» 3/1€Ch ObLIIO HEKOMY.

B otBeT pazaanock 0OMkKeHHOE IIUTIEHHE.

— la magHO TeGe. Oberiaio, 4To 31O OyAeT Halllel MaJleHbKOM TaiHOM. U KcTaTu, Thl 6€3 cripocy
OTIPABUJICS CO MHOM B ToJieT. [ToaTomMy ¢ TBoel CTOpoHBI OyeT O61aropa3yMHO BeCTH ceOsl JIOCTOIHO,
Y TOBOPHUTH MHE Mpapj1y. He To puckyelb OTIPaBUTHCS B KOCMOC BMECTE C MyCOPOM, KOTOPBI 5 Kak
pa3 codupaicsi BLIOPOCHTh, — CKazasl AJleKcel, U TIOJHEC KOTEHKa K MyCOPHOW KOP3HHE.

— Msassy, pppddd, nummi, — KOTEHOK OTYasTHHO COITPOTUBJISLICS.

— Kak xouems! Cuutaio 10 Tpex: pas..., iBa, — KOCMOHABT HayaJl pa3KUMaTh PyKy, -ABa C
TMOJIOBUHOW. . ..

BHe3arHo KOTEHOK TepecTas JeprarbCsi, U CMeJIo B3IJISIHYT Ha AJleKces.

— Hy nangno, magno! [la, 310 5. YTO Tak CMOTpHILIL, TOBOPSIIIMX KOTOB HUKOTJa HEe BUJEI?

lopckumii, He OXUAABIIUN TaKOW IJIMHHOW YEJIOBEYECKON peud OT MaJIeHbKOTO CYIIECTBa,
BBIITYCTHJT €r0 U3 PYK, U KOT IMIMSIKHYJICS TIPSIMO B MYCODP.

— PMmsyyy!!! — B3BU3rHYJT OH, BBICKAKMBast U3 KOP3WHBI U OTpsAXUBasich. — Hy BOT, Teneps MHe
HABEPHO Yac HYKHO OyJeT BbUIM3bIBATHCSA, a BCEe M3-3a TeOs! — cKa3asl OH HEJOBOJIBHO, U 3aHSLICS
npuBeieHueM ceOsl B TOPSIOK.

AJekceit OToIIeN K CTONY | CeJl, C MTHTEPEeCOM pasIiisiibiBasi KOTa.

— Kak xe 1e6st 30ByT?

— Ilepc! — ropmo BCKUHYJI rOJIOBY KOTEHOK, Ha CEKYHIYy OTBJISKIIVCH OT BHUTU3BIBAHMUS JIATIBIL.

— Ilepcuk, 3HaUUT! — YIBIOHYJICS KOCMOHABT.

— Ilepcuk 51 s apy3eid. A ¢ TOOOM MBI IOKa MaJIO 3HAKOMBI.

AJnekceil HarHyJcsl IOOJVIKE K KOTEHKY, U MIPOTSHYJ €My PYKY:

— ITo3Bob MHE Tebe KOe-4TO HAllOMHHTH: BO-TIEPBBIX, MBI C TOOOH Ha MoeM Kopabie. Bo-
BTOPBIX — MBI B KOCMOCE, U HaIlpaBJisieMcsl B IPYTYIO TJIAKTHKY, K TuiaHete Kcanra. B-Tpetbux —
TIOJIET TIPEJICTOUT He M3 JIETKHX, U Ul Hac oOoux OyheT JIydile, ey 3a 3TO BpeMsi Mbl He Oylem
BBISICHATH OTHOIIIEHHMS, 2 TIO3HAKOMUMCS TIOONIKe. MOXKET, ¥ MOJPyKUMCH.

KoTeHok 3agyMUnBO MOCMOTpEIT Ha MPOTSAHYTYIO K HEMY JIaJIOHb, B3JOXHYJI, M B300paJics K
Auekcelo Ha pyKy. YcTpanBasich Moyio0Hee, ¢ 3¢BKOM IPOrOBOPHIL

— Hy nagHo yx, yropopui. ... [lepcuk, Tak ITepcuk!

AJnekceil yIBIOHYIICS, B3SUT ITOJIOTEHIIE ¥ IIOHeC KOTEHKA B KAIMTAHCKYIO KAIOTY, YTOOBI OTMBITB,
MpUYecaTh, ¥ IPUBECTH €T0 B TIOPSI0K. Beib Tenepb 310 ObLT €ro HOBBIN IPYT, a My TEeIIeCTBUE MTPe/l-
CTOSLJIO JIONTOE.
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I'naBa 3. Myxa

— 3a4eM ke Tl BCE-TaKU CIPATAIICS Ha MOeM Kopabie? — AJieKcel 3a1aBaJl TOT BOIIPOC YKe He
BIIEpBbIE, HO KOT YIIOPHO HE OTBEeYaJl, KX /bl pa3 cTapasich CMEHUTh TeMy pa3roBopa. Bot u ceftuac
OH CHUIeJl, 32{yMYUBO IJI51/1s1 B WITIOMUHATOP, ¥ HANPSIKEHHO TIOCTYKHUBAJI XBOCTOM IO TTOJY.

— CMoOTpH, KaxeTcsi, TaM MoJI3aeT MyXa! — OH MoKa3aJl JIAKOW Ha CTEKJIO.

— Ilepcuk, Hy CKOJIBKO MOXHO? MBI yke HECKOJIBKO JTHEeW ¢ TOOOM B TMOJETE, a Thl HE XOYelllb
MIPOCTO CKa3aTh MHE TMpaBay. S Te0s B MoOOM citydyae ¢ Kopaliisi B OTKPBITBI KOCMOC HE BBIOPOIILY,
HO TIOYEMY THI. ..

— Mpssisisty! — npepBast ero Ha IMOJyC/IOBe KOTEHOK, U, pe3KO MOANPHITHYB, MUICTTHYJT JIaron
0 WUTIOMUHATODY.

— .... KOHEYHO, €CJI THl He pa300belllb HAM CTEKJIO, TOra Ha MPOCTOPbI KOCMOCA MBI OTITpa-
BUMCS YK€ BMeCTe, — 3aKOHYMJI AJieKcelt CBOI0 (hpasy M MOIOIIEN K KOTy. — Jla 4To Thl TaM Takoe
yBUen?

Omn B3s1 [lepcuka Ha pykd M rodecasl eMy 3a yIIKOM, 33 YTO TYT e MOTy4rII TIO pyKe.

— Ipekparu ceituac xe! TepreTs He MOTY 3TH Ballli YeJIOBEUECKHE 3aMAaIllK1, T0YecaTh YIIKO,
royecarb IIeUKy, «Kuca, moypuu» ... ®y! — ppIpKHYT KOTEHOK.

Anekceit yemexnyics. — Hy, mpoctu noxkaiyiicta, s Bce BpeMs 3a0bIBai0, YTO Thl HEOOBIYHBIN
KOT.

— BoH, BoH, Bunen??? Myxa!! 4 xe rosopio — myxa!!! — 3aBorui Ilepcuk, oT4asiHHO MBITAsICh
BBIPBAThCS M3 PYK KOCMOHABTA, ¥ BHOBb MPBHITHYTh Ha CTEKJIO.

Anekceit ofores nooake K WUTIOMHUHATOPY M OTOPOIIEN: U BIPaBILy, MO €ro IJaAKoi mpo-
3payHoOi MOBEPXHOCTH TOJI3aJIa caMasi HACTOSAINAs 3eMHasi MyXa, MIEPUOANIECKH OCTaHABIIMBASICh U
MOTHpast JIANKH.

— Bugumms??? Yo s Tebe roBopun? — 3acyeruiics [epcuk. — Kto ymusbiil kKot? 1 yMHBIH KOT!
Sl roBoprIT — MyXa, a Thl 3AJIJTUJT «3a4€M I1071e3 Ha Kopadiib, 3a4eM MoJie3 Ha Kopadib. ..». TyT y Hac
npobsiemMa ropasfo cepbesHee! Mep3koe HACEKOMOE KHJIO 371eCh MPSIMO Y HAC MOl HOCOM, 3TO Ke
TIOJTHAST aHTUCAHUTApUs, 51 Tebe cKaxy! BOT KOro Teprners He MOTY, TaK 3TO BCSKHUX JICTAIOIUX. . .

— Tcecc... THXO! — Anekcei mpuIoKWI nasier] kK ryoam. — CMOTpH, TeOe HIMYEero He Kaxercs
CTpaHHBIM?

KocmoHaBT nprOau3mi cBoe JIMIo K HACEKOMOMY, U mpricMoTpercs. [lepcuk ¢ oTBpaiieHuem
OTBEPHYJICS, ¥ CTaJl COCPEIOTOUYEHHO JIM3aTh CBOIO JIaIly.

— Omna nomsaer 1o kpyry. TouHo 1o yacoBoii crpesike. Bee Bpemsi, — mporoBoput ['opckuii.

— Hy, 1 4T0? — noxaJt r;ie4amu KoT, He OTPBIBAsICh OT CBOETO 3aHATHS. — VIImoMuHaTOp Kpyr-
abiii. Myxu tynsie. Bee npocro.

— Jla HeeeT, 37eCh UTO-TO HE TaK....

KocmoHaBT 3agymarncs, mpoTsSHyJ PyKy, 1 OCTOPOKHO JBYMSI MAJIbI[AMU CHSUI HAaCEKOMOE C
MOBEPXHOCTH cTekJsia. KoT, B3BU3THYB, CIIPHITHYJI Ha 101, ¥ C IIUIIEHUEM TOTISITUIICS Ha3al.

— Tol 3aueM B3s11 3Ty TaOCTh???

— CMoTpu-Ka, — MpOTSIHYT AJIeKcel, B 3aJyMUYMBOCTA BHUMATEJILHO pa3liisblBasi HACEKO-
Moe. — A Tbl JEUCTBUTENILHO YMHBIN KOT, [lepcuk! Myxa-To 1 He Myxa BOBCe.

— Tw1 B cBOeM yme? Kak 3T0 Myxa — He Myxa? — KOT C HEIOBEpPUEM TOfIONIEN MOOIHMKE U MpHU-
Hioxajcs. — U mpaBa, Myxoil He TaxHeT, HO. ... Py! — pbIpkHYI KOTeHOK. — YTO 3TO0 TOrga Takoe?

— ¥ MeHs Iofo3peHue, 4To T0.. ... — AJIeKCel OIMyCTHII MyXY Ha CTOJ, IJIe OHA MPOJOJIKUIIA
T0JI3aTh IO KPYTY, — JEKTPOHHOE MOJCTYIINBAIOIIEe YCTPOUCTBO.

KocmoHaBT ¢ cmitoil XJI0MHyJ JaJoHbo 10 ctoiny. KoT B3aporayi, u 3axMypuics. Asekcei
TIOJTHSIT PYKY, Ha CTOJIE OCTAJIHCH JIeKAaTh MEJIKKE KPOIIKHM pa3JeTeBIIerocs IacTUKOBOTO KOpITyca
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Hacekomoro. [lepcuk, 3apaHee HauaBIIMI HA BCSAKUI CTy4ay IIMIETh, OTKPbUI OIMH IJ1a3, a 3aTeM B
M3YMJICHUHU BBITAPAIIUIICS HA pa30UTOE YCTPOKCTBO.

- Oro!

OH 3anpbIrHy;1 Ha KOJNEHH K AJIeKcelo, 1 OCTOPOKHO JOTPOHYJICS JIAMKOM /IO TJTACTUKOBBIX
OCKOJIKOB.

— Tak 4TO THI TaM rOBOpPWJI PO yMHOro Kota? — [lepcuk mocMoTpen Ha KOCMOHABTa, TOPAO
PaCMyINB XBOCT.

l'opckuil B310XHYII:

— Tbl — yMHBIH KOT, 51 Obl 1aKe CKa3asl, O4eHb YMHBIM. . .

[Tepcuxk ropno 3aypuadn.

— Ho meHns# ceiiuac OecroKOUT qpyroe: OTKyaa Ha Kopaoe B3sI0Ch 9T0 yerporcTBo? U kakas
11eJTb ObLJIa Y TOTO, KTO €ro Crojia moaopocui?
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I'nasa 4. Ilocaaka

3a ocTaBIIMecs IecsTh JHEH MMojieTa HUIero CTPaHHOTO M HEOOBIYHOTO OOJTBIIE HE IPOU3O0IILIO.
[TpyuurHa BOBHMKHOBEHMS Ha KOpadiie MOJCTYIIMBAIOIIETO YCTPOMCTBA TaK U OCTAJIACh 3araJikou, C
yeM smo0ornbeITHOMY [lepcrky ObIo Tskeno cMuprThesi. EMy moBciofy Mepeluinch JIOBYIIKY, U Ha
MoOOW SMEKTPOHHBIN MPUOOP KOT CMOTpen ¢ nopo3penueM. [locTeneHHO OH Bce ke YCTIOKOMJICS,
PEIIMB, YTO O TAKMX MPoOIeMax, Kak Mo3alnas MexaHnueckasi Myxa ¢ MUKpO(OHOM JIOJDKeH Oec-
MIOKOUTBCS AJieKcell. A eMy, KOTY-KOCMOHABTY (Kak OH cTajl ceOsi Ha3blBaTh, U Y€M HECPaBHEHHO
TOpIOWIICS), HY)KHO JAyMaTb O Oojiee BaKHBIX Jieslax, OCOOEHHO YUUThIBasI TO, YTO IOJIET MOAXOIMI K
KOHILY, ¥ BIIEpeH UX C HATAPHUKOM XJaJI0 MHOTO BCEIO MHTEPECHOTO.

Bor u ceftuac [lepcuk TmateabHO BBUTM3BIBAJICS TIepe]] MOCAIKOW, BeIb Ha IPYTroi TUIaHeTe OH
OKaKeTCs1 BIIEPBbIE, U KaK BCSIKUI YBAKAIONIHIA ceOs1 KOT TOMKEH BBIIVISAETh UACATBHO, IIEPCTUHKA K
[IEPCTUHKE, M HUKAKUX TPSA3HBIX Jiar! AJIeKceid e BCe 9T AHU KOHCTPYHPOBA MAJIEHbKOMY APYTY
camblil HACTOSIIIUI Kollauuil ckaaHp, MoKepTBOBAB JIJ1s1 BaKHOM 11€JTU CBOM 3aITACHON KOCTIOM.

Hakowern, Bce mpuroToBieHrst ObUTH 3aBEpILIeHbl. B WiuTIOMUHATOpE chsiiia, U MEJJICHHO Tpu-
Onmkanach, epeuBasich SpKUMH Kpackamu, KcanTa.

— Paznepute MeHs nichl, Kakast Kpacota! — npomentan [lepcuk, risias Ha OrpOMHBIN CBETsI-
muics map. — Hudero npekpacHee 51 B )KM3HU He BUjien!

— To s eme OyneT, Koraa Mbl OKaxeMmcsl Ha TutaHete! — ckasas AJiekceid, aesasi oclieJHIe
CTEKKM Ha MUHHMATIOPHOM cKadanape. — Thl Jake He mpeacTapisenb cede, HACKOIBKO OHA YIUBH-
TeJIbHA.

[Nepcuk otopBaicst OT co3eprianust KcaHThl 1 moaMsit roj ceOst JIANKH, yCTpanuBasich oyao0Hee
B [TACCA)KMPCKOM Kpeclie.

— A co0ak¥ TaM ecTb? — CIIPOCHJT KOT HeOPEKHO, HEPBHO TIOJEPTrUBasi XBOCTOM U HA/IEsICh, UTO
AJekceil He 3aMETUT €ro BOJIHEHHUS.

— Ha Kcanre-to? Her.

[epcrk TUXOHBKO BBIIOXHYIL. . .

— Ho tam ectb CBUHOIICHI.

Kot cHoBa Hanpsres.

— OHM He OMaCHBI, — MPOAOIIKAT AJIEKCel. — A BOT OT JISTAIOIIMX KOTUKOB COBETYIO I€PKAThCS
TIO/IAJTbIIIE.

— INouemy? — ynuBwiics [lepcuk. — Kotbl oHM U B KOcMoce KOThl. Yero MHe oracarbcsi?

— VBuauIIb, — YCMEXHYJICSI KOCMOHABT, M [lepcuk mouyBCTBOBaJ, KaK OT 3TOM YCMEIIKH €ro
IIepPCTKAa CTaja TOMOPIIUTHLCS, & XBOCT 3aCTy4all IO KOP3MHKE ellle CUJIbHEe.

— 51 He Gotoch Opyrux KOTOB. HU 3eMHBIX, HU KCAHTHICKUX, HU KaKUX Obl TO HU OBLIO, — TOPIO
otBetu [lepcuk, u orBepHyscs. OH MOMOXWI MOPIOYKY Ha JIAIKH, W TIPUKPBLT HOC XBOCTOM. YK
JIydIlie IPUTBOPUTHCS CIISIIIIAM, YeM MOKa3aTh CBOM CTpax, pelmi KOTeHOK. Ho MOCKONbKY MBICITH O
CTPaHHBIX JICTAIOIIMX KOTAaX €ro HUKAK He MOKUIAJIM, a OT BOJHEHHS ObUIO He M30aBUTHCS, «CIaTh»
[Nepcrky NpUIILIOCH TOYTH JI0 CAMOM TTOCAIKH.

[Toz:xe Anexceil Bce ke 3aCTaBWJI €r0O BJIE3Th B HOBBI MaJIeHbKUI cKadaHap, U IPUCTETHYII
PEMHSIMH K Kpecity, 4TOObI KOT JIydIlle TIepeHec Mpru3eMIeHHE.

Kak HM mbITasicst OH €ro yCroKouTh, [1epcuk mummnesn v BIUBAJICS KOTTAMH B OOMBKY CHIICHBS,
MoKa Kopaliib He KOCHYJICSI IOBEPXHOCTH TUIaHeThl. Korja CThIKOBKa HaKOHEI] COCTOSIACh, KOT MOT
TOJIBKO JKaJIOOHO TO-KOIIaYbi MsIyKaTh, 103a0bIB BCIO YEJIOBEUECKYIO peub. [laxe OTCyTCTBUE rpa-
BUTAIMY U KyBBIPKaHUE TIPU B3JieTe BHYTpH OOJbIIOro ckadangpa Asekcesi, mokasauuch [lepcuky
CYILIUM IYCTSIKOM TI0 CPAaBHEHHIO C TeM, KaK CHJIBHO €T0 TPSICIIO, U IPUAABIMBAIIO K KPECITy BO BpeMs
MOCA/IKH.
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Korga mrym aBurareneii cTux, KOCMOHABT OEpEKHO OTCTETHYJI KOTEHKA, B3sUI HA PYKH U CTa
yecaTb €My 3a YIIKOM, [I0Ka TOT He nepecTta Jpoxkarh. [locagka okazanach [Jisl HETO TaKUM CTpec-
COM, YTO OH COBCEM 3a0bliI, KaK HE TEPIUT YeJoBeueckux npukocHoBeHui. [ToctenenHo Ilepcuk
YCTIOKOWJICSI, TIOTOM CTPYTIIMPOBAJICS, ¥ CIIPHITHYJT Ha MOJ1. BCTPSXHYBIINCH M PaclpaBUB XBOCT, KOT
rop/10i MOXOAKOM HAIlPaBUJICS K BBIXOY U3 PAKETHI.

— Hy 4ro, ThI HAeIIb MM MHE CAMOMY TYT BCE HYKHO OTKpbIBaTh? — cripocuu [lepcuk, risiist Ha
aBepb. Benpb 0 paboTe 3aMOYHBIX MEXaHU3MOB B PAKeTe OH HE UMeJT HU MAJISHIIero MPeACTaBICHHUS.

Anekcelt yabIOHYJICS U BCTaJl C KPeca, MOTATUBASC.

— 4 emotpio, Tebe moeryano?

OH mofomes K KOTEHKY U B3sUJICS 32 PyUKY JABEPU:

—ToroB?

[Nepcrk cmesno BCKHUHYII TOJIOBY, M PACHYILIMII XBOCT, XOTS B cKadaHipe 3T0 ObLJIO HE3aMETHO.

— Buxy, uto rotoB, — ycMexnyics Asnekceid. — Hy uto x, Torna Brepesa! — CKoMaH/10BaJl OH,
Y OTKPBLT ABEPb.

[Nepcuk MpUroTOBMIICS K MPBIKKY, HO, OTOPOIIEB, 3aMep Ha nopore. [lepea HUM, TiepenBasch
Pagy’KHBIMU KPaCKaMH, PaCCTHIIAIACh IIIUPOKAs CTEIb BEJMKOJIETTHON M1aHeTh KcaHThl.
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I'naBa 3. IlepBasi onnacHOCTDH

INepcuk Ha cekyHay 3a)KMYypHJICS, M 3aT€M CHOBA OTKpBLT I1a3a. OH mo00Bajcs OTKpHIBIIIE-
MYCA BUAY U HE CMEJI B3AOXHYTb WU MMOMICBEIIUTHCA. EMy Kas3aJoCb, YTO IIpH MaJieIeM ero JOBUKE-
HUHM WY TPOU3HECEHHOM 3BYKE Mpe/ICTaBIIIas 3 IBEPhIO BOMIIEOHAsI KAPTUHA PACCEETCsl KAK MUPAXK.
[TosToMy OT BHE3amHO pa3gaBLIerocs c3aau rojsoca Asekces, Ilepcuk ax MmoarnpeirHyI.

— He 6oiics1, Mabii, — cka3al KOCMOHABT. — [Topa BRIXOIUTH U3 KOPaOJIs.

— Cam 1H1 MauteI, — OypkHYN [lepcuk 1, coOpaBIIMCh C AyXoM, collel Ha Tpar. [Ipeonornes
HECKOJIbKO CTYTIeHEH, Ha HIKHEH OH BCE e HEeHAI0Jr0 3a/IepKaJiCsl, MPUHIOXUBASICh K HE3HAKOMBIM
apomataM. OCTOPOKHO MOTPOraB JIAIKOW 3eMJTIO U TIOHSIB, YTO OHa OObIYHAS W TBEp/asi Ha OIIIYTIb,
KOT, HpI/IO6OIIpI/IBH_II/ICL, CIIPBITHYJI BHU3. HpI/I3CMHI/IBIHI/ICb Ha BCC YETBIPEC JIallbl U OTPAXHYBIIHCH, OH
CTaJl O3UPATHCS TIO CTOPOHAM.

KcanTuiickuii KOCMOIPOM pacriosiarajicsi moj OTKPHITHIM HEOOM, M HE UMeJT HUKAKOW OrpaHu-
YHUTEJBHOM 30HBI, 03TOMY Ilepcuk ¢ HacimaxaeHueM JIoOO0BaJICsT KpacoTaMy HOBOM ISl HETO Tia-
HeThl. BHavane oH permi, YTo HUKaKOM pacTUTENHHOCTU TaM HET, HO MO3XKe 3aMeTWII, YTO CBep-
Kaioree (pHOJIETOBBIM LIBETOM TOKPBITHE, MPUHITOE MM 10 OIIMOKE 3a T'paBUil, HA cCaMOM [iesie
ABJIAETCA MEJIKUM MXOM. KOTEHOK BHITSHYJI MOPIOYKY, IPUCMATPUBAsACh: BHYTPUA KPOIIEYHBIX MOX-
HATBIX [IBETOYKOB TEIUTHJIOCH MYJIbCUPYIOIIEe CHSIHAE, U TO YCHIIMBAIOCh, TO OC/Ia0eBasio, OCBeIast
BCE BOKPYT CBOMM HEXHBIM MeprianueM. [lepcuk, JIoO0NbITCTBO KOTOPOTO HEe 3HAJIO TPaHMII, MOIPO-
O0BaJT BBIPBATh KYCOUEK MXa, YTOObl pacCMOTPETh €ro moonmxke. 3ajava OKa3zanach He U3 JIETKHX,
a Korjga emy, HakoHell, 9TO y/laloCh, OKa3aJoCh, YTO MOX MIHOBEHHO BBIPACTAET BHOBb, 3AIIOJHSIS
co00ii 00pa3oBaBIIyIOCS Opelllb. 32 CUYMTAHHbBIE CEKYH/IbI MaXpOBasi MOBEPXHOCTDb ObLJIa MOJTHOCTHIO
BOCCTAHOBJICHA.

OT6pocHB JIaroil BHIPBAHHBIA W3 3eMJIM KOMOK, Ilepcuk XoTen ObLIO JBUHYTHCS JAJbIIIE,
HO BHE3aIHO YCJIbIIIAB pe3kuii Kpuk «beperucs!», 3amep Ha Mecte, 0OsICh TOIICBEIUTHCS, W TIPH-
kaB yIIKy. PacrmmpsiionmMucs ot ctpaxa rja3aMi OH CMOTpeN Ha HaBHCAIOIILYI0 HaJ| €ro roJI0BOM
TEHb, KOHTYPBl KOTOPOM, CTPEMHUTEILHO yBEIWYMBAsICh, HATOMUHAIM OTPOMHOE KpbLIaToe UyHo-
BUIIIC. HepCI/IK IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK HNICPCTh HA €ro CriIMHE INPOTHUBHO IMPUIIOJHATACH, 4 KOI'TU CO BCcer
CUJIbl BIIUWJIIUCHh B MOX. HOHHB, 4TO JaJIbIIC OCTaBaTbCA Ha MCCTC HEJIb34, KOT B3BU3IHYJI, U Hyﬂeﬁ
MOMYAJICS B CTOPOHY JiaiiHepa. BrieteB moj kopadis, [lepcrk nmpuskasics k 3emie. Kpuyai 6e3 comHe-
HUS Aniekceit, mpenynpexaasi ero o0 onacHoct. Ho rae xe on cam? U uTo 3T0 3a cTpaiHoe cyiie-
CTBO, OT KOTOPOT'O HAJIO NIPATATHCS?

Korenok 3amep B oxupaHuu, 60sich nomeBeauTbcss. OH HaOMONaN 32 TEHbIO, KpysKalencs
BOKPYT' KOpaOJisi, U CIBIIAT B3MaxW KpPbUIbEB, KOTOpbIE CTAaHOBWJIMCH Bce rpomue... CymiecTBo
CTPEMUTENILHO MpHOIIKasioch. HakoHel pa3gaicst TpOMKUiL IUIEMOK O 3eMJTIO, U MYTaoIue 3BYKU
cruxiy. YynoBuiie, Ka3anoch, 3amMepio. [Ipurays roioy, Ilepcuk cMor pasmisiieTs YeTbipe YepHbIe
Janbl ¢ OOJBIIMMHU KOTTSIMH M KOHUYMK XBOCTa. BOJbIIIoe MOXHATOE HEUTO CHJIENO PsiIoM ¢ Kopaliiem,
BCETO JIMIIb B KAKOM-TO METPe OT KOTEHKA.

a 20e sce Anexcen? Tlepcuk, crapasich He IIyMeTbh, CTAJI THXOHBKO O3UPATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM,
B HaJiexk e OOHAPYKUTh 3HAKOMBIH CHITY3T. M KOrja emy yke Kazanaoch, YTO KOCMOHABTA HUT/IE HET,
BIPYT, C 00paTHOI CTOPOHBI KOCMOJIETA OH PA3IJIsIes OYTH HENPUMETHYIO (pUrypy AJiekces, KOTo-
PBIii, BXXABIIIMCh BCEM TEJIOM B 3eMJTIO, B KOTO-TO TeJWics u3 Onacrepa. M3 6aacmepa??? — yousu.acs
kom. — Tax y nezo ewe u opysrcue ecmv???

Bri10xHYB 1 iproGoapHrBIIHCH, [IepcuK 0CTOpOXKHO MOMOJ3 B CTOPOHY JpyTa.

Hakonern, Asiekceil 3aMeTrI KOTEHKA M, MAXHYB Ha HErO PYKOH, MPWJIOKUI MaJIell K Tyoam.
[Tepcuk 3amep, MOHSB, YTO Ja)Xe MAJEHUIIMN IOPOX MOXET MOABEPrHYTh UX C IPYrOM OMACHOCTH.
KoteHok Bxkajicst B 3eMITI0, BIMBIIMCH KOTOTKaMu B MOX. Kazasioch, BpeMs 3amepiio. . .
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Crapasch He ApoxaTth OT cTpaxa, [lepcuk cocpeaoTouns Bce CBOe BHUMaHUE Ha IbIXaHuu. Boox
— 8b100X, 800X — 8bLO0OX, He OpoJCamv, MO 6ce20 AUULL UMOo-mo Aemyuee... Pa3 npunremeno —
3HAUUM, U Yyremum, — yCriokauBaj cedst KOTEHOK. — Boox — 8bldox...

[oTpsicimii 3eMITI0 HEYETOBEYECKUI PhIK pa3faics psAOM Tak BHe3arHo, uTo [lepcuk mon-
MIPBITHYJI, U TIOCTIE BXKAJICS B 3eMJTIO ellle cuiibHee. HeBegomMoe dynoBuIle B METpe OT KOTEHKa 3allle-
BEJIMJIOCH, CKPeOs1 KOTTSIMH T10 TOBEPXHOCTH, M C PE3KMM B3MaxOM OI'POMHBIX KPbLIbEB, MOAHSIIOCH
BBBICh, OBICTPO OTHANISISICH OT KOCMUYECKOTr0 KOpaos.

Kaxkoe-to Bpems [lepcuk mpogoska BKUMaThCs B IIEPIIABOE MOKPHITHE, OOSICh, UTO €CIIU OH
MPUTIOTHUMET TOJIOBY, MOXHATOE HEUTO BepHETCsl BHOBb. HO TyT OH ycibliman rojoc Anekces:

— Maspiu, nopsgok! Bee cIOKoiHO. .. BbUIE3ail.

KoTeHOK MOTHXOHBKY BBITON3 U3-T10J] KOPaoJisi, ¥ C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO CTAJI O3UPATHCS 110 CTOPO-
HaM. 3aTeM ero B3I/ C YKOPOM COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha KOMITAHbOHE.

— OOBbsICHM MHE, JOPOrOil MO 3eMHOM JPYT, YTO 3TO 32 YEPTOBLIMHA CelYac TyT pacxaxu-
Bana??? 1 4yyTb yTpeHHMM MOJIOKOM He nojaBujcs oT crpaxa! Tl ke 3Haellb, ¢ KOTaMU TaKoe
ObIBaeT. ... — ckazai [lepcuk, HEAOBOIBLHO HAYaB BHUIA3BIBATHCSI.

— Huuero ocoGeHHOro, — HeMTPaJIbHBIM IOJIOCOM OTBETHI AJleKcel. — DTO BCEro JIMIIb JieTa-
IOIIUI KOTUK.

[NoBepHyBIMCh K [TepcuKy CMHOM, KOCMOHABT HANpaBWIICS K Kopadimo. Beien emy paznaioch
TUIOXO CIEPXKMBAEMOE KallUIsSIHbE, COMPOBOKAIOIIEECs] BOpYaHUEM, pa3o0paTh U3 KOTOPOrO MOKHO
OBLJIO TOJIBKO CJIOBO «MOJIOKO» ... AJIeKCel YCMeXHYJICS, U TIOHSJICS Ha OOpT.
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I'naBa 6. Bo3HukHOBeHNE MHUpa

— Bech Mup — 310 ruraHTCKMiA KJIyOOK. Ero HUTH TAHYTCS B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, CKPYUYUBASCh U
00pasyss MHOKECTBO KJITyOKOB CaMbIX Pa3JIMUHBIX Pa3MepOB U OTTEHKOB. YTIpaBiseT KiryOkamu Bep-
xoBHbIT Kot Coznatens! OHax b1, BO BpeMeHa ero BO3HUKHOBEHU S BO BcesleHHOM, OH yBU/IEN HUTb.
[ToTsiHyB ee JanKkoi, OH CTaJl UrpaTh, BECeJO0 KyBHIPKasiCh B MpocTopax kocMoca. OH ObLT cOBceM
KOTEHKOM, U He 3HAJI, YTO C HUTBIO UTPpaTh OMacHo. [IpedbiBasi B HEBECOMOCTH, OH OBICTPO 3aITyTasl
HUTh BOKPYT cebsl, 1, THITAsCh BHIOPATHCS, 3aKPyIUBAJICS Bce OOJbIe U OOJbIIe, IoKa caM He IMpe-
BpaTHWJICS B OTPOMHBIN HUTSIHOM mmap! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CMUPHUBIIIUCH U 00ECCHIIEB, KOTEHOK YCHY,
YTOOBI OHAXK/BI MIPOCHYThCS M, KaK 0a00UYKa, BHIOPAThCS M3 CBOETO KOKOHA. MWIJTMOHHI JIET OH
npericpoBalt 1o rmpoctopam kocMoca. HuTu 1mapa nocreneHHo pa3marbiBauCh, CJIOBHO MAyTUHA, pac-
TATHUBAsICh TI0 TIPOCTOpaM BcesleHHON. CTaKuBasich C METEOPUTAMU, OHU 0OPa30BBIBAIA CAMOCTOSI-
TeJIbHBIE KJIYOKH, ¥, TOBOPSAT, TPOIOJIKAIOT 0OPa30BBIBATH JI0 CUX TIOP. XOAAT ciyxu, — [lepcuk nepe-
I1eJT Ha IIerOoT, JOBEPUTEIHHO TIPUTHYBIIHMCH K AJIEKCEI0 U TIpUXkaB XBOCT, — uTo Co3aarelsib CKopo
JOJKeH BOT-BOT IPOOYAUTHCS !

JloroBopuB, KOTEHOK a3apTHO HAYaJl BHUIU3bIBATH CBOW XBOCT.

— ITO TBOA TeOpHYsi BOSHUKHOBEHUSI Mupa? — AJiekcell YIbIOHyIcs. — JIOBOIBHO MHTEPECHO !

[Nepcuk, mepectaB BBUTU3BIBATHCS, BO3MYIIIEHHO TIOCMOTpEN Ha KOCMOHABTA:

—Teopusa??? Mos??? Jla atoit icTuHe cTONBKO ke JieT, ckobko Cospmatemo! O yem Tbl BooOIIIe
rOBOpHIIB?!

Cupas BeyepoM B KallUTAaHCKOM pyOke KopaOisi, AJekceill 3aBesl pa3roBOp O TOM, OTKYya
TOSIBUJICS] TOBOPSAIIVIA KOTeHOK. OH XOTes paccrpocuTh [lepcrka mpo uctopuio ero xkusHu. Ho ko,
TMOIXO/IA K JIIOOOMY BOITPOCY OCHOBATEIbHO, PEIIMJI HAYaTh C BOSHUKHOBEHU I MUPa, PACCKa3aB AJiek-
Celo CBOe, KOIllaube, BUCHUE.

— Bort BbI, moau! — Ilepcuk ycrpowsicst B Kpecie noygooHee, ogoOpas Jarku noj ceost. —
[Mouemy y Bac tak MHOro BapuantoB BepxoBHbix koToB? Oif, mpoctH, 6oroB! Xo3seB ke, 1o CyTH,
MOeT OBITh CKOJIBKO YrofHO, HO Co3aaTtesib — OH TOJBKO OUH!

HoroBapuBai cBoio pua0co(CKyi0 MbIC/Ib KOTEHOK IIIUPOKO 3€Basl.

— INonumaers, [lepcuk... Y moneii Bce HemHoro uHave. Harr mup, oH. ..

AJekceill 3aMoIT9all, YBUJIEB, UTO KOTEHOK CJIAJIKO CITUT, HUYETO yXkKe He CITyIas.

— KiyOkwu, roBopwuiiib, — mpoOopMoTast AjeKkce, yCMeXHYBIIUCh. — A COOCTBEHHO, oYeMy Obl
U Het?
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I'naBa 7. IloxumeHue

KocmoHaBT ipocHycst OT TUIIMHBL. KOMY-TO 3TO MOXET 1MoKa3aThCsi CTPAHHBIM, HO 3 MOCIe/I-
HHUE HeJeau AJleKcell HAaCTOJIbKO MPUBBIK K MEPHOMY HOYHOMY YpPUaHHUIO KOTEHKA, YTO MOA0OHOE
3aTHIIBE TPOCTO PE3aJIO YIIH.

OH cen Ha Ko¥ike, nmpuciaymuBasck. Ha kopaGre He pa3gaBajoch HM €QMHOTO IOPOXa, YTO
MOTIJIO OBl CBUJIETEJILCTBOBATh O TOM, UTO KOTY He crnuTcst. OOBIYHO OH Bcerja Haxonu cede JocTa-
TOYHO IIIyMHbIE 3aHSTHUSI, YTOOBI €T0 MPUCYTCTBUE HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO IPOUTHOPUPOBaTh. [1pu aTOM,
korga [lepcrka 3acTaBany ¢ MOMMYHBIM, OH JIeJIaJl HEBO3MYTHMYIO MOP/IOYKY M HAUMHAJ JIEJIOBUTO
BBUIM3BIBATHCS. Y HEBa)XHO, YTO MPU TOM BCs KalOTa WM KaluTaHCKash pyOKa MOIJIH yke OBbITh
MIpeBpalleHbl UM B HACTOSIIIINI UTPOBOH MOJIUTOH, C Pa30pOCAHHBIMU MOBCIONY OyMakKamu, (haHTH-
KaMH, MSYMKaMH ¥ TIPOYMMH JTIOOMMBIMU KOIIAYbMMHU UTPYIIKaMu. [lepcuk cunTan cedst cepbe3HbIM
KOTOM, KOTOPOMY UY’K/Ibl IIPUBBIYKU OOBIYHBIX 3€MHBIX KMBOTHBIX, U TIOTOMY YCEPIHO Jesal BUJ,
YTO MPOU3BEJCHHBIN Ha KOpadie Xaoc He MMeeT K HeMy aOCOMIOTHO HUKAKOTO OTHOIICHHMSI.

OTKUHYB 0f1es110, AJIeKCel BCKOUMJI C KPOBATH U TIOJOINEN K IBEpU KaloThl. OH XOTe OCMOT-
peTh KopalJlb U OTHICKATh KOTA, TaK HE BOBPEMsI TIOKEJIaBIIIEro MOUrpaTh B IPATKU. Benb BEIOpaThes
caMocToATeNIbHO Hapyky Ilepcuk He mor. [la 1 moOGauBaics OH YyKOU IUIAHETHI, XOTh U Aejall BU/I,
YTO MPOCTO HE JIIOOWT TYISTh B oguHOYecTBe. HaOpaB MpHBBIYHYI0O KOMOMHALIMIO U3 HECKOJBbKUX
1udp Ha MEKTPOHHOM 3aMKe, AJIeKCel IepHYIT 3a pyuKy. Paznmacs kanoOHbIN MUCK MEKTPOHUKH,
HO JIBEpb He OTKpbUIach. OHa OKa3asach 3a0J0KMPOBaHA.

Ormymasi HeIPUSTHBIA TPEBOKHBIA XOIOAOK BHYTPU, KOCMOHABT CHOBA M CHOBA HaOMpaJs KO,
HO KaloTa He OTKPHIBAJIACh.

— UYro xe Moo cayunutbesi? COoeB B cucTeMe ObITh He MOIJIO, 51 BCe HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOBEPHIT
niepen nosietom! — Gopmotant Anekcelt cam cebe. — [lepcuk! — KpUKHYB UMl Apyra, OH HECKOJIBKO
Pa3 CHIIbHO CTYKHYJI KYJIaKOM B JIBEPb.

— Ilepcuk! Tobl Tam?

Ho otBetoM emy Obuta THIMHA. XOTH. . ..

Auekceit mprxKascs yXoM K JIBEpH, U MpUCIyniascs. [ ie-To B OTAaIeHny pa3aaBainuch yaass-
IOIIMECS 1Iard, COMPOBOXK JAIONIMECs] 3HAKOMBIM KaJIOOHBIM TTHCKOM.

— MHe He MorJ10 nokasarbes. .. Hajgo ckopee BeIOMpaThes oTcional

PazMaxHyBIIIMCh, KOCMOHABT €l1le pa3 ¢ CUJION ylapwil, Ha 3TOT pa3 yke MO CaMUM JIEKTPOH-
HBIM KHOMKaM, HO ¥ 3TO OTYasiHHOE AEHCTBHE He MOMOIJIO. 3alyMaBIIKCh, YTO OH €Ile MOXET CJie-
7aTh, AJIeKCel Copalt 3alUTHYIO KPBIIIKY, CKPBIBAIOILYIO POBOAIA, M MOIBITAJICS COSAMHUTH OIUH
C IpyruM, 4TOObI 3aMKHYTh 3aMOK. C TpeTbel MOIBITKU Y HEro MOJTyYuIIoCh, U, Kak ObLI, OOCHKOM,
B TPEHUPOBOYHBIX OpIOKax M (pyTOONKE, OH BHICKOUMIT U3 KAIOThI, OIISIIBIBASC.

AJlekcero Ka3ajioch, YTO C IBEPHIO OH MPOBO3WIICS OYEHb JAOJTO, M, YTO Obl HU CIIyYMJIOCH,
HaBepHsIKa yxe orosai. Ho, B3IJIsSHYB Ha 4achl, TIOHSUI, YTO MIPOIIUIO BCEr0 HECKOIbKO MUHYT. TTof-
CKOYMB K WJUTIOMHUHATOPY, KOCMOHABT TTOCTApaJICsl PACCMOTPETh, UTO MPOUCXOANUT CHApYkH. 3a O0p-
TOM OblJ1a HEMPOIJISITHAS ThMa, U JIMIIb c1aboe MeplaHue (PHoJIeTOBOrO PACTUTENLHOTO MOKPHITUS
Ha 3eMJIe JaBajio HEMHOTIO cBeTa. Yachl Ha cTeHe NOoKa3biBaJIu 0KoJo 3:00 3eMHOro BpeMeHH, HO CHa
y Aniekcest yxe He ObUIO HU B OIHOM IJIa3y.

3BYKM CHapyXH, MOXOXKHE Ha IIark, CBUICTELCTBOBAIM O TOM, YTO HEKTO MOC/IEOBATEILHO
00XOaUT BOKPYT Kopabus, Oyato Obl uccrienyst nepumerp. M yem mosbiie KOCMOHABT MPHUCITYIIH-
BaJICs1, TeM OOJIbIIIe OH TIOHUMAJI, YTO 9TO HE OJIUH YeJIOBEK, a KAK MUHUMYM JIBO€ WJIH TPOE.

OcTOpO’KHO, CTapasich He IyMeTh, OH MOAOIIE K IKa(UUKy, B KOTOPOM XpaHuJI CBOH Oactep.
OpHako BHYTpH HEro okazajoch mycto. Opyxkue, Kak U YCTPOMCTBO € JOIOIHUTEIbHBIMU 3apsiaMHy,
MCYEe3JIo.

15



O. Ilpycc. «Kocmuueckue npukiiodeHus kora [lepcuka»

CxaB OT Jocaipl Kylaku, AJIeKceil B KauecTBe OpyAusi CXBATWJI MEPBOE, YTO MONAIOCh MO
PYKY, @ MIMEHHO TsDKEJIbIi HaBUTAlIMOHHBIA TIPUOOP, KOTOPBIN JABHO CIIYKHJI JIAIIb YKpallleHueM
MHTEphepa, HATIOMUHAS O CTAPMHHOM CTY/IEHUECKOM IPOILIOM. M mycTh B mojieTax oH ObLT COBEp-
IIeHHO OecTioNe3eH M3-3a CBOel XPOHUYECKON HEMCIIPABHOCTH, AJIEKCel XpaHWII €ro Kak CyBEHHUP,
KYIUJIGHHBI MM B JICHb BHIITYCKA U3 JIETHOH akajemuu. EMy HpaBuics He cam mprOop, a To, ¢ KaKuM
CBETJIBIM JIHEM ObLIIO CBSI3aHO ero nprodperenue. Ceitvac ke, C:KMMast yBECUCTBIN TUTAHOBBIH 11ap B
pyKe, KOCMOHABT HaJIesICs, YTO B CIyyae OIACHOCTU OH HOCITYKUT €My OPYAUEM 3alllUThI.

Ho on ropeko ormmbacs.

[Nonoiast K BBIXOLY U3 KOPAOJIs 1 B3SIBIIUCH 32 IBEPHYIO PYUKY, AJIEKCEH MBICIIEHHO TOCUUTAT
npo ceOst 10 MSTH, IITyOOKO B3JOXHYJI, ¥, PE3KO paclaxHyB ABEpb, BHITPLITHYI HAapyKy. [Tomkas mox
ce0s1 HOTY, OH KYBBIPKHYJICS B TIPBIKKE, ¥ TIPU3EMITHIICS, TIPH STOM CHJIBHO YIapHUBIIKCH TuiedoM. Ho
TOJIaBHB CTOH, TYT K€ BCKOYMJI, ¥ 3aCThUI B OOEBOH CTOMKE, OINISIABIBASICH M CKUMast KyJIaKH.

VYenpimap mo3anu cedst mopox, Ajekceid 00epHyJIcs, HO TYT ke TMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK YTO-TO
00JIbHO BOH3MJIOCH eMy B mielo. C ynuBiaeHHeM 1 0OMJ0i, KOCMOHABT IMOHEC PYKY K MECTY YKOJa,
HalllyraB BOTKHYBILIHIACS B KOXY IpoTuK. [lepes ria3aMmu MrHOBEHHO BCe TOILIBLIO, U AJIEKCel CTal
oceaaTh Ha 3eMuti0. OH ycries JIMIIb MOyMaTh O TOM, YTO BCE IMTPOU3OLIEAIIEe — ITO Ybs-TO XOPOLIO
CIUTAHMPOBAHHAS JIOBYIIIKA, M 3TOT KTO-TO MOXMUTHII €ro Jipyra. Ho HaBaIMBAIOIIMIACS TSKENBIN COH
OKa3aJicsl CWJIbHBIM CONIEPHUKOM, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, AJIEKCEel C/1aJICs, TIO3BOJISIS ThME MOJTHOCTBIO
3aBJIaJIETh COOOH. . .
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I'1asa 8. B 3akiaoueHun

Uro-To MOKpoe M IIepliaBoe MHTEHCHBHO MPUKACAJIOCh K €ro JIMIy. AJIeKceld MeIeHHO
OTKPBLI I71a32, U B Ty K€ CEKYH/y MOKPBIH MTPEAMET C paJJOCTHBIM MsIyKaHbeM ucye3. Ilocbimanoch
MEPHOE ypUaHHUe.

— Ilepcuk. .. — mporoBopui Asiekceit, 00paoBaBIIUCh APYTY. — Thl UTO, M3 MHE JIUIO?

[Monyunnock moyemy-To menoroM. Bo pry 610 04eHs cyxo. KocMoHaBT monpo6oBat moiiie-
BEJIUTHCS, HO OOHAPYXKUJI, UYTO PYKH CBSI3aHbI y HETO 3a CIIMHOM, a rOJIoBA KPYKUTCS HACTOJIBKO, UTO
JIydIIie BOOOIIE TOKa He IepraThCs, a XOTs Obl Mapy MUHYT MOJIEXaTh, CIIOKOWHO MpHuxofs B cedst. Ot
PE3KUX JIBUKEHUH K ropiy MOJCTyMasa TOIMHOTA.

Cupsmii y Hero Ha rpyd KOTEHOK COCPEIOTOYEHHO BbUTM3bIBA JIamy, Jejiast BUJI, YTO 3aHST
STUM BaXHBIM JIEJIOM KaK MUHUMYM yxke 4ac. Korzia KoT 3aroBopui, rojoc ero Obl MOJIOH BO3MY-
IICHUST:

— 4?7 JIuzan tebe uro, mpoctu? Bor emie! U He Haneiics!

Tem He MeHee, OH BCe ke He yIepKaJicsi, U, OPOCUB BBUIM3BIBATHCS, MPUIBHY K AJIEKCE,
TKHYBIIIVCh B HETO MOPJOM, ¥ JOBOJILHO 3aypyaB.

— Kak 310poBo, 4To Tl MeHs Haiuen! f TyT Takoro Harepriesncs. . .

— Hy, tume, tume, apyxuiue. .. Yro nporcxogur? I'ne mbi?

[Tocmotpes Ha Anekces, [lepcuk 3710 3amurnes.

— DT0 Bce Mep3KUi MUpaT Hac MOXUTHI! 3ps s TOra He Haraauil eMy Kyna-HuOyIb» Haroce-
IOK, HO sl TaK ToponuJyics cOexarsb, uTo...

— Topoxau, nogoxau! — OCTAaHOBUJI €ro KOCMOHAaBT. — [laBail mo mopsiaky... s Havyaia
MIOMOTY MHE, MOXKaJIyHCTa, CECTh, XOTs Obl CJIe3b C MEHs. A TIOTOM IOCTapaiicsi paccKasaTb BCE C
caMoro HayaJsa: KTO Takou 3ToT nupat? Ecim 3To mpo3BHuilie, To Kakoro ero Hacrosiee ums? OTkyaa
ThI cOexan? U Kro Hac ceituac moxuTui?

— Her, Hy Tl U Tynoit! — pa3gpakeHHO OTBETMJ KOT, 3aKaTbiBas 1aza. TeM He MeHee, OH
CIIPBITHYJI C TPYIU AJIeKcesl, U 1aXe MOMBITAJICS TOATOJKHYTh ero jankaMu. KoHeyHo, moMoryio 31o
He 0c000, HO, BCE e, OIIYIIasi ero MOAJICPKKY, KOCMOHABTY YIaJIOCh CECTh, TPUCIIOHUBIIIUCH K CTEHE.
['onoBa no-npekHeMY KpYKHUJIach, HO yKe He TaK CHJIbHO, M AJIEKCel MOT cOOOpakaThb.

— 51 Te0s cymato, — cKa3asl OH, U MOMBITAJICS PACIyTaTh BEPEBKH, CTATMBAIOIINE 3aITSCThSI.

— Ecnm Oynenb Bce BpeMsl iepraTbesi — st HIYero Tede paccKasbiBaTh He Oyay! — HaCyNUBIIKCS,
poOypyYa KOT.

— Ecnm, Tlepcuk, st He Oyay AepraTbcsi — TO HE CMOTY OCBOOOOMTHCS. A HaM ¢ TOOOH Hy:KHO
rockopee BblOMparthbesi orciona! Hens3BecTHO, UTO y MOXUTHTENEH Ha yMe.

— Ouenb naxe uzBectHO! — Kot crenan 3aragounyio mopay. — MeHst BOT XOTAT npojaats. Hy a
TeOs1. .. YecTHO roBOpsI 1 OYEHb YAMBIIEH, YTO TeOs ele He youu!

AJekceit Ha CeKyH/y 3aMep, CTPOro B3IJISIHYB Ha JIpyra.

— Hy cnacu6o!

— Ja noxanyicra! ['oBopio kak ectb, 1 4o gymMaio. Ha To 51 1 KoT, — ¢eipkHyi [lepcuk.

AJieKkceil B3I0XHYIIL.

— Xoporo. laBaii Tak, s1 Oymy Te0s ceiiuac BHUMATEIbHO CIyIIaTh,  Thl BCE MHE PACCKa3bIBaTb.
Ot u 0. YtoOBI IpUAYMaTh, KaK cOEKaTh, s JOJKEH TIOHUMATh, YTO TTPOUCXOIIUT.

KocmoHaBT nocrapaicsi pacciadbuTbesl, 1 BHUMATENIBHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha KOTEHKA, OKuas pac-
CcKaza.

[Nepcuk, 17151 BaXXHOCTU BBIIEPKaB HEOOJBIIYIO MAay3y, CeJl, HAKPBUI JIallbl XBOCTOM, M HavaJ
CBOM pacckas.
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&k

— Bce Havasnock, korga st ObUT elie COBCEM MaJIeHbKMM KOTEHKOM. ... YTO Thl ycMeXaelibes?
3Halo, THl Aymaellb, YTO S MU Ceiuyac MaJeHbKUH, TOIBKO ThI OIMIMOAENIbCs. DTO TONBKO Ha Ballen
3eMJie KOTATA BRIPACTAIOT B OOJBIIMX HETTOBOPOTIMBHIX )KUBOTHBIX. Ha Moeii ke poIHOM ITaHeTe Mbl
pOXk1aeMcsl, U JOCTUTaeM B3pOCJIOro BO3pacta, He MeHsIsICh B pa3mepax. Haia conneunas cucrema
COBCEM HeOOJIbIIasi, B Hell BCero 4 IJIaHeThl, KOTOPbIE 3ace/ieHbl, HO TOJIBKO OJIHA MOJTHOCTBIO TIPH-
HAJITIeKUT KoTaM. Thl yke MOokeH ObUT Joraiathesi, — He 6e3 ropaoctu 3ameru Ilepcuk, — 4to 5
SIBJISIIOCH TIPEACTaBUTEIeM OYeHb Pa3BUTOM Kolaubed 1uBmin3aimu! Korjga s TOMIbKO BBUTYIIMIICS,
yXke OBbUIO SICHO, UTO MHE MPeCTOUT Oosbinoe Oyayiee! Tak Kak s eTUHCTBEHHBI B UCTOPUH KOTOB,
KOTOPBII CMOT' BHIOPAThCSI U3 STl CAMOCTOSITEIHHO !

KoteHok ropno 3amoiyai, Bbliep:KUBas maysy.

AJnexceil yaMBJIEHHO CMOTPEN Ha HEro, MbITasiCh OCMBICJMTh CKa3aHHOE.

— Ionoxau-ka... To ecTh THl yTBEpXKJaellb, YTO HAa Ballleld IUIAHETEe KOTHI MOSIBISIOTCS W3
sui??? Kotsl, Hecyiue sina. .. J1o. ..

— Yto? — pe3ko nepedun kocMoHapTa [lepcuka.

— Hy... a10 Kak-10 crpaHHo... Henpusbiuno... Ha 3emiie KHUBOTHBIE MOSBISIOTCSA HA CBET
€CTECTBEHHBIM ITyTeM, HAIIIK KOIIKH. ..

— ®y!! —Ilepcuk ckpuBmICS, OYATO JIU3HYI KUCIOro MoJIoKa. — Jlaxe He ToBOpU MHE 00 3ToM!
VY Bac HUYEro He MPOUCXOAUT ECTECTBEHHBIM ITyTEM, BCE MPOCTO OMEP3UTENBHO, TaK UTO, MOXKATyil-
cra, n30aBb MeHsI OT 00bsICHEHUI! 3Halo 51 BCe MPO Balry 3eMJTI0, HABUIAJIC. ..

[NoHsB, uTO MepeyOekaaTh KOTEHKA OecIone3Ho, AJleKcel B3I0XHYII.

— JlagHo, ipocTH, uTo niepeOuit. PacckaspiBaii gasbie.

KoteHok ermie HekoTopoe BpeMsi OOMKEHHO MOMOJTJYal, a 3aTeM, YJIEermuch noygooHee, mpo-
JOJIKUJL.

—V cebst JoMa Mbl IMeJTU Bce HEOOXOIMMOE, JKIJTH 3aKPHITON KOJIOHUEH, He CITUIIIKOM UHTEpe-
Cy$ICb, UTO ITPOMCXOIUT 3a MpeieaMu Halllel uiaHeTsl. [loka ofHaxapl He pujeTes KOCMUYEeCKUI
KOpaOJb. ..

[Nepcuk B31OXHYII, MOTPyXasich B BOCIIOMUHAHUS. AJIEKCEel yKe XOTell ObUIO ero MOTOPOITHTH,
HO KOT 3arOBOPHJI CaM.

— 370 ObUTM KOCMUYECKHE TMHPATHI... YBUIEB B HeOe KOpadib, Mbl MHITATNCH YOeKaTh, HO
CIIPSITATHCS] CMOIJIY JIMIIIL HEMHOTHE. BoJiblnas 4acTh KOTOB MOruoia, Belb OKa3aTh CONMPOTUBIICHHE
OrpPOMHOMY BOEHHOMY KOpaOJIio Mbl HE MOIJIM. Y Hac ObUIa CIMIIKOM MHUpPHas M MaJleHbKasl Iiia-
HETa..., — KOTEHOK BCXJIMIHYJI. — §] ycrien cipsiTaTbesi, HO MMpPaThl MEHS HAIIUIY, ¥ TIOXUTUIIY, 3a0paB
¢ coboii B kayecTBe Tpodest. 3aepKUBAThCA Ha TUIAHEeTe Y MAPATOB B TUIaHax He Obl10. [ToHAB, UTO
HUKaKUX TOJIE3HBIX PECYPCOB AJIsA JIIOZIEN TaM HET, IPAKTUUECKU Cpa3y OHU YJIETENIH, 3allepeB MeHs
B MQJICHbKOW KJIETKE. BaHIUTHl ObLIM OUYEHb 371l U3-32 TOTO, YTO HE CMOTJIM HUYEM TMOXUBUThCS, U
HAIocJeJ0K, 1aJI1 1O TUIaHEeTe 3aJ1 U3 opyauil. .. VX maBHblil. .. — [Iepcuk npe3puTenbHO COLLypuil
71a3a, — HAMEPEHHO OCTAaBUJI KJIETKY BO3JIe WILTIOMUHATOPA, YTOOHI s1 MOT HAaOMIOaTh, KAK MOW JOM
MPEeBPAIACTCS B MOJBIXAIOIIUH 111ap. ..

Anekceil, B morpsiceHuH, Moyaia. OH U He Ipearnosaraj, 4YTo ero MajJeHbKUI APYT MepeKul
TaKylo CTpaIHYIO Tpareauo!

INepcrk MoaHS Ha HETO TJa3a, OHU OBUTH MOJTHBl HEHABUCTH.

— Kanuran I'po3sa, Tak ceOs1 Ha3pIBaeT I71aBaph MUPATOB, MO3KE BBISICHWII, YTO TOCIE THOEIN
MOeH TUIAHETHI 51 TPEACTABIISII0 COOON OrPOMHYIO IIEHHOCTb, KaK €IMHCTBEHHbIN BO BeenenHoi roBo-
pAmmMi KoT. BHavasie oH He XO0Tes1 MeHs IpojiaBaTh, HO kax/J1a Ha)KMBbI OKa3ajack cuibHee. C nupa-
TaMU 51 ycIies MoOBIBaTh HA HECKOJNBKUX TUIAHETaX, Ha KakIOM M3 KOTOPBIX MEHs BBICTABJISUIA Ha
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topru. OHAKO, MaJIo KTO FOTOB ObLI MPHOOPECTH JKMBOTHOE 32 OTPOMHYIO 1IeHY, Ha3HaueHHy1o Karu-
TaHOM.

Ho onHax b1, KOraa s yke oTdasijics, ¥ AyMaJ, 4TO BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb MPOBEy B HEHABUCTHOM
MaJIEHbKOM KJIeTKe, [ po3a cooOumI, 4To MoKynarean Hanumch Ha 3emuie. Ho cMeHSTh oauH TUieH
Ha JIpyroy 51 He XOTell.

Cpenka Mexay MUpaTaMu ¥ OKYIaTes MU JIOJKHA OblTa COCTOSIThCS Ha KocMoapome. Oriata
3a Tpodeit yke Oblia moyuena, v, korga Kanuran nepeian KJIETKy MOKYNaTesio, TOT OTKPBUI ABEPILY,
XKeJast B35ITh MEHSI Ha PYKU U pacCMOTPETh NOOIMKe. B TOT MOMEHT s MOHSUT: BOT OH, MO IaHc!
Co CKOpOCTBIO TIYJIM 51 BHIPBAJICS, M, YTO €CTh CHJIBI, MMOOekaa Mpodyb. MHE CPOYHO HYKHO OBUIO
CIIPSITATLCSl, HEBAXKHO TIE.

W3 HECKONMBbKMX, HAaXOASIIIUXCS Ha KOCMOApPOME KOpalieid, OTKPBHITBIM ObLT TOJBKO OJMH.
CrpemruiaB s B3JIETeN 10 TPaIy, U 3aTauIcs.

AJiekcel, HakOHelLl, BCE TTOHSI.

— W tak T OKa3ancs y MeHsl.

— WmenHo, — KuBHYM KOT. — $1 myman, uTto craceH. M OblT yBepeH, 4TO MUpaThl He YCIenu
MPOCIIeTUTh, TJIe UMEHHO s Haien yoexwie. Ho, moxoxe, s1 ormmobaics.

Anexkceit 3axymasics. [Ipomeninue coObITHS CTalM CKIaAbIBaThCsl B TOJIOBE B IEIBHYIO Kap-
THHKY.

— ToT Ky4OK, KOTOPBII MbI C TOOOW OOHApYKIIH... [IoqKMHYTh HAa KOpaOib MOACTYIINBAIO-
I11e€ YCTPOMCTBO MOIJIM TOJBKO TBOM 3HAKOMBIE, YTOOBI IPOCIIEANTD 32 TOOOH, U B YIOOHBIA MOMEHT
BeIKpacTh. OHM HE 0XKUAAIH, YTO BCKOPE 5 TIOKUHY TUIAHETY, HEBOJILHO yBe3sl TeOs1 C COOOH.

Ort 1011 noragku Ilepcuk naxe MoacKovmI.

— Touno!! Onu 3HaMM, Ky/la Mbl HaMpaBIsieMcs, U MPOCSIMIN 3a HaMu 10 camoil KcaHThl. ..

— A Janbliie mpocTo K Aaid yIoOHOrO MOMEHTa, M OH HACTYITHII, — 3aKOHYMJT 32 KOTeHKa AJIeK-
Cel.

[Nepcuk BHe3armHO MOHKWK. BHOBB OMYCTHUBIIKCH HA TOM U MOJIOKUB MOPIOYKY Ha JIAIKH, TUXO
CIIPOCHIT:

— Yro xe Tenepsb ¢ Hamu Oyznet? S mpocTto He MOry CHOBa OKasaTbesl B KieTke! §1 aToro He
BBIHECY. ..

Auexceit, 517151 KOTEHKY B I71a3a, CO BCEH CEpbe3HOCTHIO TTPOTOBOPUITL:

— ¢ e nam Te6s B oOuay. Mbl yto-HUOYAL ipuaymMaeM! Obemaro!
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I'naBa 9. /Ipyr nim Bpar?

3anepTeie B TECHOW KaloTe UYXOro Kopaoisi, py3bs, MOTEPsB CYET BPEMEHHU, YCTANIO 3ajpe-
Maui. AJIeKCell — BBIMOTABIIKCH OT TMOMBITOK OCBOOOIUTHCS, KOT — IIPOCTO IMOTOMY, UTO OBUT KOTOM.
A 3TH KMBOTHBIE, KaK M3BECTHO, MHOT'O M YacTO CIIAT, OCOOEHHO TaKKe MajieHbKHe, Kak [lepcuk.

[TpocHyMCh OHU OT MUCKHYBIIIETO CUTHAJa OTKPBIBILETOCs 3aMKa. [IBepb pacraxHyaach, U B
MpoeMe BO3HUK BBICOKOTO POCTa MYKUMHA, OETHI B BOGHHYI0O KOCMUYECKYI0 (hOpMY, YacTH KOTO-
POii, TIO BHTY, OBUTH MO3aMMCTBOBAHbI B CAMBIX PA3JIMYHBIX IAJJAKTHYECKUX CUCTEMAX.

Kor 31510 3ammresn, BRITHYB CIIUHY, W AJIeKcell cpa3y Jorajiajcs, 4Tto nepes HUIMU CTOUT caM
KanuTtad nvparoB. Ha Bung emy Obi10 Jiet 45. Kpenkoro TenocnoxeHusi, ¢ IMUPOKUMHU TUIeYaMy |
MaCCHBHOW YeJTIOCTBIO, OH TIPOU3BOIMII JOBOJIBHO BHYIIMTENIBHOE BIleUaTyieHne. AJIeKCel OTMETH,
YTO MpaBasi IieKa y mupara Oblla CUJIbHO pacliaparaHa, Kak 1 ero, He MaJIbIX pa3MepoB, PYKH, B OTHOM
U3 KOTOPBIX KalUTaH Jepskajl HeOONbIION MpeaMeT, HAOMHUHAOIIUI MyabT yrpasieHus. [Toxoxe,
YTO 3aCTUTHYTHIM BPACIUIOX KOTEHOK He caasics emy 6e3 00s1. UyBCTBYs ropAoCTh 3a Jpyra, KOCMOHABT
XOTeJ1 ObUIO 33/1aTh KalMTaHy BOIIPOC, HO TOT 3arOBOPUJI MepBbIM, oOparnasich k [lepcuky.

— Th1 gOCTaBUIT MHE MHOTO HETIPUSITHOCTEH, KOT.

[lepcuk B OTBET JMIIb CUJIbHEE HAMPSTCs, OKUAAs BO3MOKHOCTH TPBITHYTh, U BIIETHUTHCS
KanuTtaHy B 0. Ho BHe3anHo, 1311aB KaJoOHBIN MUCK, CKaJICS B KOMOK, U 3aTHX.

AJekceit B3pOrHYJI, TOJILKO Ceivac 3aMeTHB, UTO Il KOTEHKA NMepeTsATuBaeT TOHKUH JJIeK-
TPUYECKUI OIIEHUK, KOTOPBIN CEKYH/y Ha3a/l aKTUBMPOBaJ nrpar. KocMOHABT JepHYIICs, MBITASICh
BCTaTh, HO KallMTaH JEMOHCTPATUBHO MOAHSL PYKY C ITyJIbTOM, U TOMaxajl UM 13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— He coBeryio menats pe3kux ABWKEHUH, €CIM HE XOYelllb, YTOObI TBOM APYT MOMYYHII ele
OJIVH pa3psi]] TOKA.

Topckuii pUHST peskHee MOJIoKEeHUe, U, T/ KaluTaHy B 1J1a3a, POrOBOPUIL:

— Ecnu ¢ HUM XOTh YTO-TO CITyUUTCS, KIISIHYCD, f1. . ..

— Mosmnuats!

KocmoHaBT 3atux, cxaB 3yObl.

[Mupar nponomKmII, MPUCTAIBHO CIIeAs 3a AJlekceeM, He 3a0bIBasi IPU STOM MOIJISABIBATh HA
KOTEHKa:

— JlaBaii-ka cpasdy mposicHUM Koe-4to. $1 ycmen pasy3Harh o0 Tebe HeMHOro. YecTHO CKaxy,
MoTy4YeHHas: MOMMH JTIopMU H(popMarus Breyawiser! BoeBoii oduiiep o oOpa3oBaHUIO, Ty I
Cpeny CBOEro BHITYCKa, He TIOMAaJl B BOGHHBIH (HJIOT JIUIIIB 110 MPUYMHE TEXHUUECKOU OTMOKU CUCTEMBI
Ha TECTUPOBaHUH !

Karnuran yxmbuisijicsi, TOBOJIbHBIN CBOEH OCBEJJOMJICHHOCTBIO.

— OTkyza Takol MHTEpec K Moel mepcoHe? — crpocuit AJieKcel, Tpo ceOsl TIoIyMaB, uTo 3TU
CBEJICHUSI 3HAJI JIUIIIbL OYEeHb Y3KU KpyT Jirosieit. KTo ke Mor pacckazaTh mupaty o0 stom? Heyxenu
BO (hjioTe y Hero ecthb cBoi yesioBek? KocMoHaBT BHYTpeHHe noexwicsi. Hexoporo 3to. Eciu He
cKazarb coBceM IUI0X0. O TOM, UTO B psiIax KOCMHUYECKHMX CHJI MOTYT OKa3aThCsl MpeaTesu, 3acTaB-
751710 3aayMatbest. U mbicin y Ajiekcest ObUTH CaMBIMU MPAYHBIMU. . .

JIefiCTBUTEBHO TOC/Ie OKOHUYAHUSI JIETHOW aKaJIeMUU OH COOMpAICs MOCTYIHTh Ha CITyKOy B
KocMuueckuit (pot. OH ObUT MTPEKPACHO MOATOTOBJIEH, M HA CEKYH/Ibl HE COMHEBAJICS B CBOMX CHJIAX.
PesynbraThl TECTUpOBaHUS IOBEPINI AJIeKcesl B IIIOK, BbIJAB [0 BCEM AUCIUIUIMHAM CaMble HU3KHUE
6abl. B ciyx6e eMy ObUIO OTKa3aHO, Kak ¥ B BOSMOKHOCTH Tepecaath TecThl. [lozxke eMy roBopuiu
O MIPOM3OIIIE/IIEH TEXHMUECKOW OIHMOKe, Mpesiarast 00paTUThCs K BOGHHOW KOMUCCUH C TIPOCKOOM
AHHYJIIPOBAThH JAaHHBIE CTAPOTO FK3aMeHa, HO K TOMY BPEMEHH U1l BOSHHOM CITy’KObl KOCMOHABT YiKe
HE MTPOXO/IJI 110 BO3PACTY.

— W TBI, TPyCIMBO CMUPUBIIKUCH C OOCTOSITENILCTBAMHU, TOIIIEN padoTaTh OOBIYHBIM KOCMUYE-
CKUM KypbepoM. C TBOMMU-TO TaJlaHTaMM !
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— He teGe mMeHs1 cynuTh, — MpOroBopuil AJieKceil, BHOBb HE3aMETHO MBITAsICh C/eNaTh YTO-
TO C BEpEeBKaMM Ha 3amscThsiX. Ho, Kak M B MPOIUIbIE pa3bl, MOMBITKA OCBOOOIUTHCS YCIIEXOM He
YBEHYAIUCh. XUTPhIE Y371l HUKAK HE XOTEJH MOAJABaThCs, a JIUIIh CUIIbHEE CTATUBAIN PYKH. Tskeno
apiina, AJeKcell OTKUHYJICS K CTeHe, MEeJIbKOM B3IJISIHYB Ha KOTEHKa, KOTOPBIH, Cy/s MO HIHIISIIEMY
BOPYAHHMIO, TIOXOKE, HavYaJl IPUXOAUTD B ceOsl.

— Yero Tbl OT HaC XOYelllb, KAnuTaH?

[Mupar ynpiOHyACS.

— Ckaxy Tebe Tak, yTOOBI ThI IOHSUI, TAPeHb. Thl )KUB O CHX MOpP TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO MHE
HYXeH MuIoT. YesioBek, 001a1ai0liMK TBOMMH HaBbIKAMU, TIPOCTO HE JIOJKEH TPATUThb CBOIO )KU3Hb
Ha CKYyYHYIO TPaHCTIOPTUPOBKY I'py30B. Heyskenu Thl MCTIBITHIBACIIb KaKOW-TO Kaii(, nepeBo3si BCs-
KW XJIaM ¢ TUIaHeTh Ha TutaHeTy? Kakas TeGe ot 9Toro nomib3a?

Amneceit 3amymacs. Kak TakoBoro «kaida» B iepeBO3Ke Tpy30B, KOHEUHO, He ObLIO, XOTh OH
Y He CUUTa 3Ty padoty Oecniosie3Hoi. Ho HacTosiIe sMOoIuy OH UCTIBITHIBAT 32 IITYPBAJIOM CBOETO
KOCMOJIETa. BBITh MUIOTOM — B 3TOM OBLJIO €r0 UCTUHHOE MPHU3BAHUE, U BOZMOXHOCTD JIIOOOBATHCS
KOCMHUYECKUMH IIPOCTOPAMH, UyBCTBYs ceOsl IOBEIMTENIeM KOopadisi, OH He TPOMEHSLT Obl HM Ha YTO
Ha cBere!

W TyT eMy B TOJI0BY BAPYT 3aKpaslach XUTPasi MbICIb. .. MOKHO OBbUIO IOMPOOOBATH. ..

N3006pa3uB Ha Hlle MHTEpeC, AJIeKCcel MOCMOTpesT Ha KaluTaHa.

— Y0 THI NIpeJIaraeub?

ToJbKO YTO MpHIIeAIHiA B ce0s1 KOTEHOK B M3YMJICHUH YCTABHJICS HA KOCMOHABTA.

— B cmbicne?? O yem Tl ero cripamuBaeriib?? Tol uTo?

3ameTHB, U4TO IMPaT BHOBB IEPEBEI MaJiell Ha KHOTIKY MYJIbTa, AJIEKCel TOPOTUIMBO 3arOBOPUIT:

—Ilonoxam HaXXUMaTh, JKMBOTHOE Ceivac He OMacHO, OH ellle OT MPOIILJIOro pa3psiia He OTOIIEI.
ThI ke He XOuelllb ero MOKaJeYnTh paHbllle BpEMEeHH, KTO TOI/Ia 3aX04eT KyIUTh TaKoW ToBap?

Kot onemmut.

— 310 TH KOTO TOBapoM 0003Ban??? $1 mymas Tl MHe Jipyr!! 3auem Tol ero ciayrmaenib???

Ho Aunekceii, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHKS Ha KOTEHKa, CMOTpeJI Ha KanuTaHa. Buas 3auHTepeco-
BAaHHOCTb B IJIa3aX KOCMOHABTa, TOT C YXMBUIKOU IIPOU3HEC:

— 41 He mpeiarao, a 00bsICHsI0 TeOe packian. CoOCTBEHHO, BHIOOP TBOU HEBEJIUK. Thl MOXKEIIIb
CTaTh BTOPBHIM MUAJIOTOM Ha MOeM Kopabie, KOMaH/ie MPUTOASATCS TBOM HAaBBIKU. fl Kak pa3 HeJaBHO
MOTEPsIT CBOETO UeJIOBEKa, U €0 MECTO Ceilvac IycTyer.

— JIn60? — nouHTEepecoBaICs AJIEKCEH.

— JIu6o Tebs mocTUrHET Ta ke ydacTh. Jlaio Tebe Jac Ha pa3MBIIUICHUS U COBETYIO XOPOIIO
MOJIyMaTh, MPeXk/]e YeM JaThb CBOM OTBET.

Kanuran pa3BepHyJicsi, YT0ObI yXOAUTh, HO KOCMOHABT MOCTIEIINII 33/1aTh TIOCJIEAHUI BOTIPOC:

— A 9TO CITyYMJIOCH C TBOMM OBIBIIMM MHJIOTOM?

Kanuran, orsiHyBIIMCH, HETOOPO YIBIOHYIICS:

— 41 ero 3actpenui. Bagyman nepeunthb. A 51 He BBIHOIITY HAapyIIEHUS TUCIUILIMHBL.

C 3TUMU CJIOBaMU OH BBIIIIEN, 3aKPBIB 32 cOOOH 1Bepb. CHOBA MUCKHYJ JIEKTPOHHBINA 3aMOK,
3acTaBUB AJleKces B3POTHYTh.

[oBepHyB rooBy, OH IOCMOTpPEJ KOTEHKY B IJ1a3a, U XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO YBUJIEN B HUX
JIMIIb KTy4yI0 HEHABUCTh M pa3odapoBaHue. OTYero Ha aylie y KOCMOHABTa CTajlo COBCEM XYO.
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I'nasa 10. Ilpumupenune

Kot CUCI Ha KOJICHAX Y AJekcest 1 OTUASTHHO AaBUJICA, MBITAACh CTOIIHUTL HICPCTh EMY Ha
OpIOKH.
—Ilepcuxk... 3auem TbI 310 Aenaels, a? [lepecrans! A Beap yke HECKOJIBKO pa3 U3BUHUJICS !
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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