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AHHOTaAIMA

Kax BBDKMTB rOBOpSIIIIEMY MHOITUIAHETHOMY KOTEHKY, €CJTH 1IeHa 3a
€ro roJIOBy HACTOJNBKO BBICOKA, YTO 32 HUM OXOTSTCS KOCMUYECKHE
nupare? Pagu cBOOOOBI KOT PHUCKYeT, W B TIOWUCKAaX CIAaCeHUs
OKa3bIBaeTCs Ha KyphePCKOM JlaliHepe MUJI0Ta BOEHHO-KOCMUYECKOTO
dmota Anekces: ['opckoro. [IpuioTuB KOTEHKA, KOCMOHABT Ja)ke He
J0raJipIBaeTCsl, OTKyJa TOT POJOM, M KaK1e ONACHOCTH MOACTEPEraoT
UX BIiepeu. BbITh MOXET, 3TO 3HAKOMCTBO MOCITYKUT HAYaJIOM JI0JTON
W KPETKOW OpyXObl, M CAMBIX HEBEPOSITHBIX MpUKIoueHuit! CMoryT
JIM Py3bs TIPEOAOJIETh BCE MPENATCTBUS HA CBOEM YT U BEPHYTbCS
JOMOii?
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Yactp 1. KcanTa

I'masa 1. 3HaKOMCTBO

[Tuior Kypeepckoro kocMuyeckoro jaiiHepa Aunekceid ['op-
CKH T'OTOBWJICA K IOJIETY B OIHY U3 JAJIEKUX COJHEYHBIX CH-
CTeM, Ha IUIAHETYy Iof Ha3BaHueM KcaHTa, BO3MOKHOCTB I10JIe-
TEeTh Ha KOTOPYIO KOCMOHABT JIaJT LIeJIbIiA roj1. JIIoOo¥ momoOHbIi
peric TpeOoBaJl TIIATEeJIHHOW TOArOTOBKH, a 3TOT 0Oerian ObITh
0COOEHHO OTBETCTBEHHBIM, MO3TOMY AJIEKCEW C MOBBIILIEHHBIM
BHMMAaHMEM 3aHUMAJICS IPOBEPKOI BCeX cucTeM KopalJis U CHa-
psoxkeHus. OcMOTpEB M OTJIOKHUB LUIEM OT cKadaHIpa B CTOPO-
HY, OH TIIATEJILHO ITPOLIYITBIBAJI KAKABIM CAHTUMETP TKaHHU CBO-
€ro He HOBOI'O Y€ KOCTIOMA, KOIJla HEOKUAAHHO YCJIBIIIAJ IO-
3a7M ce0s1 poOKoe TUXoe «Msy». [logymaB, 4TO eMy MOCIIbIIIa-
JIoch (OTKyAa KOTHI MOIJIM B3SIThCS Ha KocMozipoMe?), Aiekceit
HE cpearvpoBall, ¥ MPOAOJIKWII 3aHUMaThCs nmposepkoi. Ho Tyt
«MSly» pa3Jaloch ke HACTOMYMBEE, Ha ITOT pa3 MPSAMO I0[ €r0
Horamu. KocMoHaBT mocMoTpes BHU3, U YBUIE] PsIOM C OO0
MaJIEHBKOT'O PbIKEro KOTEHKa, OH ObLT COBCEM MCXY/AABIIHH, JIOX-
MaTblil ¥ IPSA3HBIN.

— Tak Tak, K10 310 TYT y Hac? ThI KaK crofa moras, Majsim? —
cripocu Anekceid, 6epst KoTeHKa Ha pyku. ToT ajJoOHO MHUCK-
HYJI, LETUISASICh KOTOTKAMU 3 €0 JIAIOHb, ¥ JIM3HYJI CBOIO JIAIIKY.



— Kaxercs, Tbl ronofeH, apyxok! — ycMexHyJscst Ajekce. —
[Moiinem, mocMOTpuM, 4eM TeOs1 MOKHO TIOKOPMUTb.

OHu NOoAHSIHMCH HA KOpaliib, I7ie B YIOTHOM KyXOHHOM OTCeKe
KOCMOHABT 3aBEPHYJI MaJIblllla B TMOJIOTEHIIE U, MOCAANB €ro Ha
CTOJI, CTaJI PHITHCS B XOJNIOIUJIbHUKE.

— Iloxoxe, Kpome MOJIOKa s Tebe ceituac HU4Iero He Mpejio-
Ky. Thbl TOOUIIIL MOJIOKO? — CITPOCKJT AJIeKCel y KOTeHKa, Jiepxka
nakeT B pyke. KOTeHOK cocpeloTOueHHO BbLIU3bIBAJICS, TTOJTHO-
CTBIO UTHOPUPYs CBOETo criacutesisl. Tem He MeHee, u3pejiKa Kpa-
€M IJ1a3a C MHTEPeCcOM TOIIa/IbIBAJl HA OOCIAHHOE JTAKOMCTRO.

— JlagHo, 51 IOHSJI, YTO YMCTOTA MPEBBIIIE BCETO, U Thl MOJIO-
JIel], YTO MOeIllb Jlanbl nepes eqod. Ho Bce-Taku MOKHO CMOT-
peTh Ha MeHsl, Korja 51 y TeOs1 4To-To cnpammBai? — AJlekcei
TIpYCesT Tepe] CTOJIMKOM U MPUOIM3UI CBOE JIUIIO K KOTy. Kote-
HOK, MIEPeCTaB BbUTU3BIBATHCS, MOOIIEN MOOTMKE, TTOHIOXAJ ero
HOC, YUXHYJI, U CHOBa CTaJl JIN3aTh JIATIKY.

— Hy uTto ¢ T060i1 nozenaensb! — B310XHYJI KOCMOHABT. — XO-
pOIIIO, KOTI/Ia 3aKOHYUIIb, efa Oy/eT xaaTh TeOs 31ech, a MHE
HYXHO MPOJOKUTh TOTOBUTH KOPaOJib K OTJIeTy, — CKa3aJl OH,
HaJIMBasi MOJIOKO B MUCKY Y OITyCKasl €€ Ha MOJ1 PsIJIOM CO CTOJIOM.
KoteHok He oTpearupoBali, mpoaosikas COCpeAOTOUYEHHO BbUIN-
3bIBATHCS, JIUIIb NIEPEUS C JIarbl Ha XBOCT.

Ho crouno Anekcero BBIMTH U3 OTCEKA, 3BEPEK BMUI CIIPhIT-
HYJI CO CTOJIA, U IPUHSJICS C KaJHOCTBIO JIaKaTh, MEPUOANYECKHU
OT(BIPKUBASICH, KOT/IA JIETSIINME BO BCE CTOPOHBI KaIlIM IOMNa/1a-
7 eMy Ha Hoc. Pa3nenaBmmch ¢ MOJIOKOM U 00JIM3aB HaNocie-



JIOK JIATIK!, OH TIOKPYTHJICS TIO KYXHE U TTOIIEN [0 HAITPABJICHUIO
K JIBEPU C TBEPIIBIM HAMEPEHUEM HCCIIeIOBAaTh KOpaoib. Beap Te-
nepb eMy IPeACTOsIIO 37IECh KUTh, U My TEeHIECTBOBATh Ha JIpyTrue
rianethl. [IpaBna, xo3suH Kopadis eme 00 3ToM He 3Had. Ho
KOTEHKa 3TO Majio BOJIHOBa0. OH rOTOBUWJICS K HOBBIM OTKPBI-
TUSAM !



I'napa 2. IlepBbiil moaer

Korja Bce mpurotoByieHus K OTJIETY ObLITH 3aBEPITICHBI, AJICK-
cell OMHSIICS Ha OOpPT KOpabiisl, ¥ MEPBBIM JIEJIOM PEIIUII ITPO-
BEPUTBH, KaK TaM ero nuromerl. Ho B KyXOHHOM OTCeKe OH yBHIEI
JIVIITB JIEKAIlee Ha CTOJIE TIOJIOTEHIIE W IyCTYI0 MUCKY OT MOJIO-
Ka, Karuii KOTOPOro ObUTH MTOBCIONY.

— Jlaaaa, He camblid aKKypaTHBIN €/IOK MOMaJICs, — YCMEXHYJI-
Cs1 KOCMOHABT, ¥ CTaJl O3MPAThCsI 0 CTOPOHAM B IOMCKAX KOTEH-
Ka. — Kcccc kcee kece, e e Thl, MaJIbII ?

Ho 3Beppka Hurae He ObUTO. AJIeKcell OXOAUII IO KOpaoio,
3aryIsi/IbiBasi B KaK/IbI YTOJIOK, OJIHAKO JKUBOTHOE TaK W HE Ha-
et

— Bor Tak Bceraa. [NopOepernis, odorpeeriib, HAKOPMUIIIb — &
€ro ¥ cJie]] MPOCThLI, MAPIIUBIIA MYIIHUCTOTO!

Hy uro %k, He cynpOa — Tak He cyaboa.

AJiekcell B3IOXHYJI, Cel B KalTMTAaHCKOE KPeCio U MPUTOTO-
BWICA K ctapty. OH nomkeH ObuT ocTaBuTh Ha KcanTy HOBOE
o0opyaoBaHKe U 0Opa3iibl 3EMHBIX PACTCHUN JJIs KCAHTHICKOW
KOJIOHWH, a TaKXke JIeKapCTBEHHbIE MPerapaThl JIIs1 MECTHOTO Ha-
cenenus. Kpome smonei, 3ace/MBIIMX TUIAHETY MHOTO JIET Ha-
3a]], TaM XWJIM HEOOBIYHBIE YETOBEKOOOPa3HbIE CYIIECTBA, 00-
JIAJAl0IIe KPACHBIM IIBETOM KOXU U TpPeMsl 3eJIeHbIMM IJla3a-
mu. Takke BOAWIMCH pa3yMHBbIE *KUBOTHBIC: JICTAIOIINAE KCAHTHI-
CKHe KOTUKH, CBUHOIICHI, Pa3JIMuHble PENTUIMU U JPYyTUe, KO-



TOPBIX OT BCexX OoJie3Hel cracan OOBIKHOBEHHBI 3¢MHOM acITh-
puH. Ho nockosbKy nporuece mpou3BOACTBa JIEKAPCTB Ha IJ1a-
HeTe ObUI ellle MII0XO HaJlaXkeH, NepPeBO3UTh MEJUKAMEHTHI IPH-
XOImIoch ¢ 3emuid. B3aMeH KCaHTUIIBI OTIIPABIISUIM 3eMJISTHAM
MECTHBIE BOIOPOCITH, KOTOPbIe ObUTM HEOOBIYAHO TIOJIE3HBI /111
JKUTEJIeN BCeX TAJIAKTHUK, T.K. COAEPKaH B cebe OrpOMHOE KOJIH-
YeCTBO BUTAMUHOB U MOJIE3HBIX MUK POJIEMEHTOB. 3eMJISIHE 13-
TOTOBJISUIA U3 HUX Pa3/IMYHbIE UJTIONU, KPEMA, JIOCbOHBI M Ma3H,
Ha TOIUTMBHBIX 3aBojiax actepouna Ilepces Brimyckanu roprouee
U KOCMHUYECKUX KopaOsel, a Ha HEeKOTOPHIX TUIAHEeTax Haxe
ynoTpeOJIsiyiv B MUIILY.

K kaxaomy nonery AJieKceill rOTOBUJICSI OCHOBATENIbHO: 3a-
TIOJIHSUJT TPY30BOM OTCEK J0 OTKas3a, COOMpall Kydy COIPOBOIM-
TETbHBIX Oymar, ¥ TIIATEbHO MPOBEPSUT KaXKIbld MyHKT CBOE-
IO CMHCKa, YTOOBI TOYHO HMUETO He 3a0biTh. HakoHelr, Bce mpu-
TOTOBJIEHUsI ObLJIM 3aBEPILeHbl, U KOCMOHABT, MPUCTETHYBIIMChH
PEeMHSIMHU, 3aIPOCUIT paspeliieHre Ha ctapT. Ha ta6no 3aroperncst
oOparnbiii otcuet: 10, 9, 8, 7..... Kommbiorep MeaaeHHO CMEHSIT
udpbl, ¥, KOrjaa AOIes 10 HyJisl, ABUraTeId B3peBesiu, HarpaB-
J15151 KOPaOJib BBBICh.

W3-3a peBa TypOUH AJieKcell M He yCIIbIAl, Kak u3 ImKadg-
YMKa KalOThl Pa3pasujioch ucnyraHHoe «Mpsasaaaaay!!!!», nepe-
HIe/IIIee B 3aTSKHOE CTOHYILEee MsiyKaHbe. BeIHbIi KOTEHOK, UC-
clieloBaB KOpaOJib, MPHUILIENT K BBIBOMY, UTO /7151 HEro OGe3omnacHee
BCero OyJeT MepekuTh B3JIET, CIPSATABIIUCH B IIIJIEM 3alaCHOTO
ckadaHapa, KOTOPbIM HAXOAWJICS B IIKA(PUUKE KaTMTAaHCKOU Ka-



1oTel. OX, KaK e OH ommmuoaics!

[Tpu crapre B kKOpadJe BKIIIOUYIIACh HEBECOMOCTh, U MaJICHb-
KOTro 3BepbKa Opocaso, MBHIPSAIO U KPYTUJIO BHYTPU KPYIJIOrO
nuiema. OJJHaKO BCKOpe KOpaOiib BHIPOBHSICS, TPUHSB HYKHbIIA
KypC, Y 3aIyCTUJIACh UCKYCCTBEeHHas1 rpaButainys. KoteHok mpu
9TOM HUISTTHYJCS 00 CTEHKY IIJIeMa, 3aIlvIes, U Hadajl ObICTPO
crnonsarh no ckadaHApy BHU3, OTYASTHHO HETUISASICh KOTOTKaMHU
3a TKaHb. HakoHel| eMy ynanochk 100paThes /10 Moja, U OH KyOa-
peM BbIBAJIWICS U3 1Kada, OOMKEHHO MsyKasl, OT(hBIPKUBASICh
U Jieprasi JarkaMu.

— CBsTBIE KOTBI, HEYKEJIU 1 9TO Mepexui! — mpoBopYa Ko-
TEHOK, U HampaBWJICS ObLJIO K BBIXOIY W3 KalOThl, HO MPOM.s
HECKOJTbKO IT1aroB, YIepcs B UbK-TO HOTU. MeIeHHO MO/IHSIB TO-
JIOBY BBEPX, OH BCTPETUJICS B3MISIIOM ¢ ['OpCcKUM, KOTOPBIi CTO-
SUT B TIPOXOJIE, CJIOKUB PYKU HA TPY/IU.

— Tak BOT 3HaUUT Kak! — nmpousHec oH. — ['oBopsUi KOT?

KoTeHOK mopa3MbIcivII, odecat 3a yIIKOM, M CKa3a:

— May.

AJiekcen mpuces M B3sU1 €ro 3a IKUPKY, HEMHOTO MPUIIOA-
HsIB HaJl MIOJIOM. 3BepeK 3a/Apbirall JarkaMu ¢ HaMepeHUeM I1a-
panarbCcsi, HO He MOT JIOTSIHYThCS /IO JEPKaBILIel ero pyKu.

— IpusHaiicsi, — 1aCKOBO 3aroBOPUJI KOCMOHABT, — 51 Bellb HE
ocnpimaics? Kpome Te0s1 BCHOMUHATD «CBSITBIX KOTOB» 3J1EChH
OBLIO HEKOMY.

B otBer paznanock oOMKeHHOE IUTIeHUE.

— a nagHo Tebe. Obemaio, uyTo 310 OyJeT Halllel MaJIeHbKOW



TaiiHOU. U Kctaty, Thl 6€3 Cpocy OTHPABHIICS CO MHOU B TIOJIET.
[TosTomy ¢ TBOEH CTOPOHBI Oy/IeT OJIaropa3yMHO BeCTH ceOs J10-
CTOIHO, U TOBOPUTH MHE TIpaBay. He TO pucKyelb OTIIpaBUTh-
cs1 B KOCMOC BMECTe C MyCOPOM, KOTOPBIH 51 KaK pa3 coOupacs
BBIOPOCHTB, — CKa3asl AJIEKCEeH, M TIOJIHeC KOTeHKa K MyCOpPHOM
KOp3UHE.

— Masay, ¢ppdpdd, nummmi, — KOTEHOK 0TYassHHO COIpPO-
TUBJISUICS.

— Kak xouems! Cunraro no tpex: pas..., 1Ba, — KOCMOHABT
Hayasl pa3kUMaTh PyKy, -[Ba C MOJIOBUHOM. . ..

BHe3anmHo KOTeHOK nepecTast JepraTbCsi, 1 CMeJIo B3IISIHYJT Ha
Anekces.

— Hy nmagno, maano! Ila, 310 4. YTo Tak cMOTpUILb, FOBOPSI-
[IIMX KOTOB HUKOIA HE BUAET?

['opckui, He OKUAABIIMI TAKOU JJIMHHOW YeJIOBEYECKOM pe-
YU OT MAJIEHBKOT'O CYIIECTBA, BBITYCTUJI €0 U3 PYK, U KOT LIMSIK-
HYJICS TIPSIMO B MYCOD.

— Pmayyy!!! — B3BU3rHYN OH, BBICKAKMBAs W3 KOP3UHBI U
oTpsixuBasich. — Hy BOT, Terepb MHE HaBEPHO Yac HYXKHO Oyder
BBUIU3bIBATHCSI, a BCE U3-3a TeOs1! — CKa3asl OH HEIOBOJIBHO, U 3a-
HsIJICS TIpUBeieHueM ceOsi B TIOPSIJIOK.

Anekcer oTomes K CTOJy M CeJl, C UHTEPECOM PasIiIsIbIBast
KOTa.

— Kak xe 1e0s 30ByT?

— Ilepc! — ropao BCKHMHYJI rOJIOBY KOTEHOK, Ha CEKYHAY OT-
BJIEKIIIMChH OT BbUIM3bIBAHUS JIATIHI.



— [lepcuk, 3HauuT! — yIABIOHYACS] KOCMOHABT.

— [epcuk s qist apyseit. A ¢ TOOOM MBI IOKA MaJIo 3HAKOMBI.

Ariekcell HarHyJsIcst OONMMKe K KOTEHKY, U TIPOTSIHYJT €My pY-
Ky:

— Io3Bonb MHE TeOe KOe-4TO HAIIOMHHUTD: BO-TIEPBBIX, MBI C
TOOOW Ha MoeM Kopabie. Bo-BTOpeIX — MBI B KOCMOCE, U Ha-
npasisieMcs B APYIYIO rajlakTUKY, K ruiaHete Kcanra. B-TpeTbux
— MOJIET NIPE/ICTOUT HE U3 JIETKUX, U JUIsl Hac 000X OyneT JIyd-
I1Ie, €CJIM 32 9TO BpeMsi Mbl He Oy/ieM BBISICHATh OTHOILIEHHUS, a
MIO3HAKOMMMCS TTOOTMKe. MOXKET, ¥ OIPYKUMCS.

KoTeHok 3a1yM4rBO MOCMOTpEIT Ha MPOTSAHYTYIO K HEMY JIa-
JOHB, B3JIOXHYJI, U B300paJicsl K AJIeKCelo Ha PyKy. YcTpauBasich
noyo0Hee, C 36BKOM ITPOTOBOPUIL:

— Hy nagno yx, yrosopus.... Ilepcuk, tak Ilepcuk!

Ariexceil ynbplOHYJICS, B35 IIOJIOTEHLIE Y [TOHEC KOTEHKa B Ka-
MUTAHCKYIO KAIOTY, YTOObI OTMBITh, IPHUUYECATh, U IPUBECTH €I0 B
nopsoK. Besip Teneps 310 ObUT €70 HOBBIH APYT, @ MyTEIIECTBUE
IPEACTOSIIO JONTOE.



I'maBa 3. Myxa

— 3aveM ke Thl BCE-TaKM CIPSTAICS HA MOeM Kopabme? —
AJnekcell 3aaBall 3TOT BONPOC ykKe HE BIIEPBBIE, HO KOT yIOp-
HO HE OTBeuaJl, Kax/blid pa3 cTapasch CMEHUTb TEMY pa3roBOpa.
Bort u ceituac oH cuien, 3ayMYuBO s B WUIIOMUHATOP, U
HAaIpsi)KeHHO MOCTYKHUBAJI XBOCTOM 10 TOJTY.

— CMOTpH, KakKeTcs, TaM MOJI3aeT MyXa! — OH MOKa3aJl JIanKou
Ha CTEKJIO.

— Ilepcuk, Hy CKOJIBKO MOXHO? MBI y:Ke HECKOJIbKO AHEW C
TOOOI B MOJIETE, a THl HE XOYElllb [TPOCTO CKa3aTh MHE MpaBLy.
4 Tebs1 B M0OOOM ciiydae ¢ Kopadisi B OTKPBITHIN KOCMOC HE BbI-
Opolily, HO TIOYEMY THI. ..

— Mpsssaay! — npepBai ero Ha NoJIyCJlIOBe KOTEHOK, U, PE3KO
HOAIPHITHYB, HUIEMHYJI JIAoW N0 WITIOMUHATOPY.

— .... KOHEYHO, €C/v Thl He pa300belllb HaM CTEKJIO, TOrja Ha
MPOCTOPbl KOCMOCA MbI OTIIPAaBUMCS YK€ BMECTE, — 3aKOHYMJI
Agnekceil cBo10 (ppa3y U MOJOIIEN K KOTY. — Jla 4To Thl TaM Takoe
yBuaen?

On B3su [lepcuka Ha pykH U royecasl eMy 3a YIIKOM, 3a UTO
TYT K€ MOJIy4uJI [0 PyKe.

— Ilpekparu ceituac xe! Tepners He MOT'Y 3TH Balllk YEJIOBE-
YecKue 3aMalllku, ToYecarh YIIKO, oYecaTh MEeHNKy, «Kuca, ro-
ypun» ... ®y! — PprIPKHYI KOTEHOK.

Anexkcent yemexnysics. — Hy, nmpoctu noxanyicra, st Bce Bpe-



Ms 3a0BIBAI0, YTO ThI HEOOBIYHBIN KOT.

— BoH, BoH, Buaen??? Myxa!! 4 xe roBopio — myxa!!! — 3aBo-
nv1 [lepcuk, OTYassHHO MBITAsICh BHIPBAThCS U3 PyK KOCMOHABTA,
Y BHOBb IIPbITHYTh Ha CTEKJIO.

Auekceii nojiomeN MoOIMke K UUTIOMUHATOPY M OTOPOTIE:
Y BIIpaBjy, O €ro IIaJKOM MPO3payHOU MOBEPXHOCTH MOJI3aJIa
camas HacToslIas 3eMHas MyXa, IEPUOANYECKH OCTAaHABJIMBASICh
Y TIOTUpAs JIaMKHU.

— Buaums??? Yto s tede roBopun? — 3acyerwiics [epcuk. —
Kto ymubI kOT? S ymMHBIM KOT! S roBOpui — Myxa, a Thl 3aj1a-
T «3a4€eM TI0Jie3 Ha Kopaliib, 3a4eM I10J1e3 Ha Kopaob. ..». TyT
y Hac nipoOsiema ropaszio cepbesnee! Mep3koe HaceKOMOe JKHJIO
3[IECh MPSIMO Y HAC MOJl HOCOM, 3TO K€ MOJIHAsI AHTUCAHUTAPUSI,
s1 Te0e ckaxy! BoT Koro Tepneth He MOT'y, Tak 3TO BCSKHX JieTa-
IOIIUX. . .

— Teccee... Tuxo! — Anekcell MpUIOKWI Taiell K rydam. —
Cmortpu, Tebe HUYEro He KakeTcsl CTPAHHBIM ?

KocMmoHaBT mpubOnm3mi cBoe JHMIO0 K HACEKOMOMY, W TIpH-
cmotpedcs. [lepcuk ¢ oTBpalieHueM OTBEPHYJICS, U CTaJl COCpe-
JOTOYEHHO JIM3aTh CBOIO JIaIly.

— Ona nomsaer no kpyry. TouHo 1o yacoBou crpeiike. Bee
Bpems, — Iporosopu ['opckuil.

— Hy, 1 4r0? — noxasn rjieyamu KOT, He OTPBIBAsICh OT CBOETO
3aHaTUs. — umoMmuHatop kpymislid. Myxu Tynsle. Bee mpocro.

— Ila HeeeT, 3/1eCh YTO-TO HE TaK....

KocMmoHaBT 3agymascs, MpoTsAHYIN PyKy, ¥ OCTOPOKHO ABYMS



NaJIblIAMU CHSUI HACEKOMOE C IOBEPXHOCTH cTekJia. Kot, B3BU3I-
HYB, CIIPBITHYJI HA TOJI, U C IIIUNIEHUEM MOTMSATHIICS Ha3a.

— ThI 3a4eM B3s11 3Ty rajiocTb???

— CMoOTpU-Ka, — IPOTSAHYJI AJIeKcel, B 33 JyMUYMBOCTH BHUMA-
TEJIbHO pas3IiisifblBasi HACEKOMOE. — A Tbl AEUCTBUTEIBHO YMHBIN
koT, Ilepcuk! Myxa-To 1 HE Myxa BOBCE.

— Toi B cBoem yme? Kak 310 Myxa — He Myxa? — KOT C HeJIOBe-
pueMm nojoliien nodsvxke U npuHioxaics. — M nmpaBaa, Mmyxoi He
MaxHeT, HO. ... Py! — GBIPpKHYIT KOTEHOK. — YTO 3TO TOrAa Takoe?

— Y MeHs N0A03pEHNE, UTO ITO. . ... — AJIEKCEN OIYCTUI MyXY
Ha CTOJI, TA€ OHA MPOIOJIKIIIA MOI3aTh MO KPYTY, — JEKTPOHHOE
MOZIC/TYIIMBAIOILIEE YCTPOUCTBO.

KocMOHaBT ¢ cuiioil XJI0MHYII JIaIoHbIo TIo cTony. Kot B3apor-
HYJI, U 3AKMYpHIICA. AJIEKCEeW MOAHAT PyKY, Ha CTOJIE OCTAJIMCh
JieKaTh MEJIKME KPOIITKU Pa3JIeTeBIIErocs IIACTUKOBOTO KOPITY-
ca Hacekomoro. [lepcuk, 3apaHee HauaBUIMI HA BCSIKUM CIly4dan
IIMIIETh, OTKPBLT O/IUH IJ1a3, @ 3aTEM B U3YMJIEHUU BbITAPAIIIWIICS
Ha pa3oUTOe YCTPOUCTRO.

- Oro!

OH 3anppIrHy/1 Ha KOJIEHU K AJIEKCEI0, U OCTOPOXXKHO JOTPO-
HYJICSI JIAMKOM JI0 TJIACTUKOBBIX OCKOJIKOB.

— Tak 4to THI TaM roBOpwMJI MpPo yMHOro kota? — [lepcuk no-
CMOTpEJ Ha KOCMOHABTA, TOPJO PaCHyIIUB XBOCT.

['opckuii B3IOXHYII:

— Tbl — yMHBIH KOT, 1 ObI JaKe CKa3ajl, OYeHb YMHBIM. . .

Ilepcuk ropno 3aypuyad.



— Ho mens ceituac GecrioKouT qpyroe: OTKya Ha Kopaose B3si-
JI0Ch 3TO yeTpoiicTBo? U Kakast 1iesib OblIa y TOrO, KTO €ro cioia
nopoOpocu’?



I'naBa 4. Ilocanka

3a ocraBimMecs AecATh AHEW MojieTa HUYero CTPaHHOrO U
HEOOBIYHOTO OOJIbIIe He TPON30ILIo. [IpuyrHa BOSHUKHOBEHUS
Ha KopabJie TOICTYIIMBAIOIIETO0 YCTPOMCTBA TaK M OCTaIach 3a-
raJIKoH, ¢ 4eM JoOonbITHOMY [lepcuky ObUTO TSKENO CMUPUTH-
cs1. EMy noBcioty Mepenuinch JOBYIIKH, U Ha JIIOOOM 37IeKTPOH-
HBIT TTpUOOP KOT CMOTpe ¢ nopo3perueM. [locteneHHO OH Bce
e YCIIOKOMJICS, PellvB, YTO O TAKKMX MpodjeMax, Kak IMoj3ar-
I1asi MeXaHUIeCKast MyXxa ¢ MUKPO(OHOM J0JTKEH OECTTIOKOUTHCS
Adntekceil. A eMy, KOTY-KOCMOHABTY (KaK OH CTaJs ceOsl Ha3bIBaTh,
Y YeM HeCPaBHEHHO TOPAMJICS), HyX)KHO yMaTh O 0ojiee BaXHbIX
Jesiax, 0COOEHHO YYUTHIBAS TO, UTO TIOJIET MOAXOIMI K KOHITY, 1
BIIEPEM UX C HAITAPHUKOM J1aJI0 MHOTO BCEr0 MHTEPECHOTO.

Bort u ceituac [lepcuk TIiaTebHO BbLIM3bIBAJICS MEpe OCa-
KOM, BeJlb Ha IPYToi TIJIaHETe OH OKaXETCs BIIEPBbIC, U KaK BCS-
KM YBaXaloImui ceOs1 KOT JA0JKEH BHINJISIETh UJIeaIbHO, Iep-
CTMHKA K HIEPCTUHKE, 1 HUKAKUX TPSI3HBIX Jar! AJieKkcel ke Bce
9T JJHU KOHCTPYUPOBAJT MaJICHbKOMY APYTY CaMblil HACTOSIIIIUN
KoImauuid ckadaHap, MokKepTBOBAB /IS BaXKHOM 1€ CBOM 3a-
ITACHOM KOCTIOM.

Hakower1, Bce mpurotoBieHus ObUM 3aBepIiieHbl. B nmomu-
HATOpe CUsIa, U MEJICHHO MPHOJINKAIACh, TIEPEITUBASCh SIPKH-
MU Kpackamu, Kcanra.

— Paznepure MeHs nichl, Kakast Kpacorta! — nipomenTtai [lep-



CHIK, TJIsI[Isl HA OTPOMHBIN CBeTsIIuUiCS 11ap. — Huuero npekpac-
Hee g B )KU3HU He Buaen!

— To nm emme GyzeT, Korja Mbl OKakeMcs Ha TulaHeTe! — cka-
3aJ1 AJiekcel, Jiesiasi ocyeIHUe CTeKKM Ha MUHMATIOPHOM CKa-
dangpe. — T maxke He mpeAcTaBisienb ceOe, HACKOJIBKO OHA
YAUBUTENbHA.

[epcuk otopBascs ot cozepiianusi KcaHTbl 1 ogMsiI 1oj ce-
04 JIanIK1, YCTPaMBasCh MOyJ00HEE B MACCAKUPCKOM Kpeclie.

— A cobaku TaM ecTh? — CITPOCHIT KOT HeOpeXKHO, HEPBHO TI0-
JepruBasi XBOCTOM Y HAJIESICh, UYTO AJIEKCEN HE 3aMETHUT €r0 BOJI-
HEHUSI.

— Ha Kcanre-t0? Her.

[lepcuk TUXOHBKO BBIIOXHYIT. ..

— Ho tam ecTb CBUHOIICHI.

Kot cHoBa Hampsrcs.

— OHM He OMacHbl, — MPOJOIKAI AJIeKcell. — A BOT OT JieTa-
IOIIUX KOTUKOB COBETYIO AePKAThCS MOJAIbIIIE.

— Iouemy? — ynuswmica Ilepcuk. — Kotel OHM M B KOCMOCe
KOThI. Yero MHe onacarbcs?

— YBuMIlIb, — yCMEXHYJICS KOCMOHABT, U [lepcuk moyyBcTBO-
BaJI, KaK OT 3TOI YCMENIKH €ro IIEepPCTKa CTajla TOMOPIIUTHLCS, a
XBOCT 3aCTy4aJl IO KOP3UHKE e1lle CUJIbHEE.

— 41 He GotoCh JIpyrux KOTOB. HU 3eMHBIX, HU KCAHTHICKUX,
HU KaKuX Obl TO HU OBLJI0, — TOp/I0 0TBeTH [lepcuk, u OTBepHYII-
cs1. OH MONMOKUIT MOPIOYKY Ha JIANKH, ¥ IPUKPBLT HOC XBOCTOM.
VK nyudiiie IpuTBOPUTHCS CISIIUM, YEM MOKa3aTh CBOU CTpax,



peln1 KoTeHoK. Ho MOCKOJIbKY MBICIM O CTPaHHBIX JIETAIOLIUX
KOTax €ro HUKaK He MOKHUOAIM, a OT BOJIHEHHUS ObLIO He m30a-
BUThCS, «CMaTh» [lepcuKy MpUIIIOCh TOYTH JO CAMOU MOCAKU.

[o3:xe Anekceil Bce ke 3aCTaBUII €r0 BJI€3Th B HOBbIM MaJIEHb-
Kuid cKaaHap, ¥ MPUCTETHY PEMHSIMU K KPeciy, YTOObl KOT
Jydille IepeHec MpU3eMJIeHHE.

Kak HM nbITaICs OH ero yCroKouTb, [lepcuk miuren u BiuBal-
Csl KOTTSIMU B OOMBKY CHJIEHbSI, IOKa KOpaliib HE KOCHYJICS T0-
BEPXHOCTH IJ1aHeThl. Korja cThIkoBKa HakOHell COCTOsIach, KOT
MOT' TOJIBKO JKQJIOOHO TO-KOIIa4bl MSIyKaTh, M03a0BIB BCIO Ye-
JIOBEYECKYIO peub. Jlaxe OTCYTCTBUE IPaBUTAIIMY U KYBBIPKAHHE
IIPY B3JI€Te BHYTPH OOJIBIIIOTO cKadanapa Ajekcesl, MoKa3aiuch
[lepcuky cylmM MyCTSIKOM 10 CPAaBHEHMIO C TEM, KaK CHUJIBHO €r0
TPSICTIO, ¥ IPUIABTIMBAJIO K KPECIy BO BpEMsI MOCAKU.

Korna nrym nBuratesneii cTux, KOCMOHABT OepeKHO OTCTErHYJT
KOTEHKA, B351J1 HA PyKU U CTaJl YecaTb €My 32 YIIIKOM, [IOKa TOT He
nepectan apoxarb. [locagka okazanach JUisi HEro TAKUM CTpec-
COM, YTO OH COBCEM 3a0bLJI, KaK HE TePIUT YeJIOBEUECKUX IMPH-
kocHoBeHMil. [loctenenno Ilepcuk ycrnokowsics, MOTOM CrpyIi-
MIMPOBAJICS, U CHPBITHYJI Ha 1MO0J1. BCTpAXHYBIIKCH U paclipaBUB
XBOCT, KOT TOp/ION MOXOJIKOM HAPABUWJICS K BBIXO/Y U3 PaKETHI.

— Hy 4o, TH Uzens nin MHE CaMOMY TYT BCE HYKHO OTKPBI-
BaTh? — cnpocun Ileperk, misansa Ha aBepb. Beap o padote 3a-
MOYHBIX MEXaHU3MOB B PaKeTe OH HE UMEJI HA MaJIEUILIEro Mpeji-
CTaBJICHUS.

AJntekceil yabpIOHYJICSI M BCTAJI C Kpecia, OTATUBASCh.



— 41 cmotpio, Tebe mosteryano?

OH nozomes Kk KOTEHKY M B35UJICA 32 PYUKY OBEPU:

—T'otoB?

[lepcuk cmesio BCKUHYJ TOJNOBY, M PacIylln XBOCT, XOTS B
ckadpanipe 31O ObLJIO HE3aMETHO.

— Buxy, 4T0 rotos, — yemexuyJics Anekcen. — Hy 4ro xk, Torga
BIIepe]! — CKOMaH/1I0BaJl OH, U OTKPBLI IBEPb.

[lepcuk mpuroroBwiICs K MpPbLKKY, HO, OTOPOIEB, 3aMep Ha
nopore. [lepen HUM, neperUBasCh paayKHbIMU KPacKaMu, pac-
CTWJIAJIaCh IMPOKAsl CTEIb BEJIMKOJIECITHOM IUIaHeThl KCaHTHI.



I'nasa 3. IlepBas onacHOCTH

[epcuk Ha cekyHy 3a:KMYypUJICs, U 3aTEM CHOBA OTKPbLI IJ1a-
3a. OH mo00BaJICS OTKPbIBLIEMYCS] BULY M HE CMeJl B3/I0XHYTh
WY nolieBennThes. EMy Kazanock, 4To Ipy MaJIedIleM ero ABU-
’KEHUM UJIM IPOU3HECEHHOM 3BYKE ITPEACTABLIAS 32 JBEPHIO BOJI-
mebHas KapTHHA pacceeTcsl Kak Mupax. [1o3ToMmy OoT BHE3amHO
pasnasiuerocs c3aau ronoca Anekces, [lepcuk ax moanpeIrHyiI.

— He Ootics1, masbli, — cka3aia KOCMOHaBT. — [Topa BRIXOAUTH
U3 Kopaossi.

— Cam THI MaJbim, — OypkHyn [lepcuk 1, codpaBIIHCh C ITy-
XoM, coiren Ha Tpar. [IpeononeB HECKOIbKO CTyTeHel, Ha HUX-
HEW OH BCE K€ HEHAJOJITO 3aePKaJICs, IPUHIOXUBASCh K HE3HA-
KOMbIM apoMaTtaM. OCTOPOXHO MOTPOraB JIANIKOM 3EMJII0 U T10-
HSIB, UTO OHA OOBIYHAS W TBEpHask Ha OIIYIb, KOT, TPUOOOIPUB-
IIKCh, CIIPHITHYJT BHU3. [Ipr3eMIIMBIIKCH HA BCE YETHIPE Jambl U
OTPSIXHYBLINUCH, OH CTaJl 03UPAThCA MO0 CTOPOHAM.

KcaHnTuiickuii KOCMOApPOM pacnosiarajicsi Mo OTKPbITbIM
HeOOM, U He MMeJl HUKAKOW OTrpaHMYUTENIbHOW 30HBI, MOITO-
my Ilepcuk ¢ HacnaxaeHreM JiloOoBajICs KpacoTaMy HOBOM /ISt
HETO IUIaHEThl. BHavasie OH pelm, YTo HUKaKOM PacTUTEIbHO-
CTH TaM HET, HO TI03Ke 3aMETUJ1, YTO CBEpKaroliee (proeTOBbIM
IIBETOM TIOKPBITHE, TPUHATOE UM TIO OIIMOKE 3a TpaBHii, Ha ca-
MOM JieJie SIBJISIETCS] MeJIKUM MXOM. KOTEHOK BBITSIHYJT MOPIOY-
Ky, IPUCMATPUBASCh: BHYTPU KPOLIEYHbIX MOXHATBIX [IBETOYKOB



TEITUJIOCH MYJIbCUPYIOLLIEE CUSIHUE, U TO YCUIIMBAJIOCh, TO OCTIa-
6eBaJio, OCBeIIas Bce BOKPYT CBOMM HEXHBIM MepiianueM. [lep-
CHK, JTIOOOIBITCTBO KOTOPOT'O HE 3HAJIO I'PAHHMII, TOITPOOOBAIT BbI-
pBaTh KycOYEeK MXa, YTOObl PaCCMOTPETh ero noosvke. 3ajada
OKazajach He U3 JIETKMX, a KOrJa €My, HaKOHEl, 3TO YJalIoCh,
0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MOX MIHOBEHHO BbIPACTAET BHOBb, 3AIOJTHSISI CO-
60i1 0Opa3oBaBIylocs Opelb. 3a CYMTaHHBIE CEKYH/IBI MaxXpo-
Basi MOBEPXHOCTH Oblj1a IOJIHOCTHIO BOCCTAHOBJICHA.

OTOpocuB naroii BEIPBaHHBIN 13 3eMJIU KOMOK, [lepcuk xoten
OBbLIO TBUHYTHCS JIAJIbINE, HO BHE3AITHO YCIIBIIIAB PE3KUM KPUK
«beperucs!», 3amep Ha mMecTe, OOSICh TOIIEBENIUTHCS, U TIPUKAB
yiku. PacumpsiiomymMucs oT crpaxa rjia3aMy OH CMOTpEJT Ha Ha-
BHUCAIOIIYI0 HAJl €r0 r0JI0BOM TeHb, KOHTYPbl KOTOPOM, CTPEMHU-
TEJIbHO YBEJIMYMBAsICh, HATIOMUHAIN OFPOMHOE KPbLIaTOe Uy/I0-
Buie. [lepcuk modyBCTBOBaJ, KaK MIEPCTh HA €ro CIHUHE IMPO-
TUBHO ITPUIOHSJIACh, & KOI'TH CO BCEX CHJIbI BIIUJIUCH B MOX. [1o-
HsIB, YTO JaJIbllIe OCTABAThCSl HA MECTE HEJb3s1, KOT B3BU3IHYJI, U
yJIel IoOMYaJIicsi B CTOPOHY JialiHepa. Brietes mojx kopaois, [Tep-
CHK Tiprkasics K 3emiie. Kpuuan 6e3 comHeHus1 Ajekcei, npe-
aynpexnas ero o6 onacHoctu. Ho rae e o cam? U uto 3710 32
CTpAIIIHOE CYILIECTBO, OT KOTOPOTO HAJIO MPATaThCs?

Kotenok 3amep B oxumaHuu, 0osich rnomieBeanThcsi. OH Ha-
Omofan 3a TeHbIO, KpyKamlledcsl BOKPYr KopaOss, W CIbIIIal
B3MAaxH KpbUIbEB, KOTOPBIE CTAHOBWIIUCH Bce rpomue... Cyie-
CTBO CTPEMHUTENIbHO MpHOIMKanock. HakoHell pasnaics rpom-
KU1 IIIJIETIOK O 3eMJII0, M MYTalolue 3ByKU CTUXJIM. YynoBuiiie,



Ka3aJioch, 3amepJo. [Ipurnys ronoy, [lepcuk cMmor pasrisaersb
YeThIpe YEPHBIE JIaIbl ¢ OOJIBITUMU KOTTSIMA M KOHYHMK XBOCTA.
Bornbliioe MOXHaTOE HEUTO CHJENO PAIOM C Kopadiem, BCero
JIUIIIb B KAKOM-TO METPE OT KOTEHKa.

/la 20e sce Anexceir? Tlepcuk, crapasch He IIyMETh, CTAJ TU-
XOHBKO O3MPAThCS 10 CTOPOHAM, B HAJIEXK e OOHAPYKUTh 3HAKO-
MBIl crTyaT. M KOrja eMy yxke Ka3ajloch, YTO KOCMOHABTA HUT/IE
HET, BAPYT, C 0OpaTHOM CTOPOHBI KOCMOJIETa OH Pa3IiisijieN To-
YTU HEMPUMETHYIO (pUrypy AJieKcesi, KOTOPBIH, BKABILKCh BCEM
TEJIOM B 3eMJTI0, B KOTO-TO Tienwicsl u3 Onacrepa. M3 daacme-
pa??? — yousuacs kom. — Tax y nezo ewie u opysrcue ecmv???

BoiioxHYB 1 mpruoOoApuBIIHCE, [IepcuK OCTOPOKHO MOTMON3
B CTOPOHY JApyra.

Haxonen, Anekcen 3aMeTWII KOTEHKA M, MAXHYB Ha HETO py-
KO, MpuIoKuI majier] K ryoam. [lepcuk 3amep, MOHSB, UTO J1axe
MaJIeUIINN IIOPOX MOKET NOABEPTHYTh UX C APYTrOM OIMACHOCTH.
KoteHok Bxkajicsl B 3eMJT10, BIIMBIIMCh KOrOTKamu B Mox. Kaza-
JIOCh, BpEMs 3aMEPJIO. ..

Crapasicb He ApokaTh OT cTpaxa, [lepcuk cocpenroToum Bce
CBOE BHUMaHME Ha JbIXaHuu. Bdox — évldox, 600x — 8bl00X,
He Opodicams, Mo 8cezo auulb umo-mo aemyuee... Paz npu-
Jlemeno — 3Hauum, u yaemum, — yCriokauBal cedst KOTEHOK. —
Boox — évtoox...

[ToTpsicinii 3eMJTI0 HEYEJIOBEYECKUI PhIK pa3faics psiIoM
TaK BHE3arHo, 4To [lepcrk moAnpeIrHysi, u nocje BxKajcs B 3eM-
mo eie cuwibHee. HeBenmomoe uynoBuilie B METpe OT KOTEHKA



3aIlIeBeIUIIOCh, CKPeOs KOITSMH TI0 TIOBEPXHOCTH, U C PE3KUM
B3MaxOM OTPOMHBIX KPbLITbEB, TIOHSIIOCH BBBICh, OBICTPO OT/a-
JISISICh OT KOCMHUECKOTO KOpaoJIsl.

Kakoe-to Bpems [lepcuk npogomxkas BKUMaThCs B IIEpIIa-
BOE MOKPHITHE, OOSCH, YTO €CIIU OH MPUTIOJHUMET T'OJIOBY, MOX-
HATOE HEYTO BEpHETCsI BHOBb. HO TyT OH ychblimas roinoc AJiek-
cest:

— Mautbii, nopsiiok! Bece COKOWMHO. .. BblIe3ai.

KoTeHOK MOTUXOHBKY BBITION3 U3-TI0/] KOPAOIIs, U C OCTOPOX-
HOCTBIO CTaJ1 O3UPAThCsI IO CTOPOHAM. 3aTeM ero B3IJIsi] C YKO-
POM COCpPEeIOTOUYMJICS] HA KOMITaHbOHE.

— OOBsACHU MHE, JOPOTroil MOUM 3€MHOM JPYT, YTO ITO 3a Yep-
TOBUIMHA cervac TyT pacxaxuBaia??? §1 uyTb yTpeHHUM MOJIO-
KOM He mnojaBuiics ot crpaxa! Thl ke 3Haelb, ¢ KOTaMU Takoe
ObIBaeT. ... — ckasan [lepcuk, HETOBOIBHO HAYaB BHUTU3BIBATHCSI.

— Huuero ocoOGeHHOro, — HEUTpabHBIM TOJIOCOM OTBETHUII
Anekceil. — 9To BCero JIMIIb JIETAIOIIUNA KOTHK.

[ToBepHyBImMCh K Ilepcuky CiMHOM, KOCMOHABT HAIPaBUJICA
K KopaOimo. Benen eMy pazgaioch 1I10Xo cliepkMBaeMoe Kaluis-
HbE€, COIMPOBOXK/IAIOIIEECs] BOPUaHUEM, pa3o0paTh U3 KOTOPOro
MOXHO OBUIO TOJIBKO CJIOBO «MOJIOKO». .. AJIEKCel YCMEeXHYJICs,
¥ TIOJHSICS Ha OOPT.



I'naBa 6. Bo3HNKHOBeHHEe MHUPA

— Bech Mup — 310 rurantckuii Kiyook. Ero HuTH TAHYTCA B
pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, CKPY4MBasiCh U 00pa3ysi MHOKECTBO KJIyOKOB
CaMBbIX PA3JIMYHBIX PA3MEPOB U OTTEHKOB. YTIpaBJseT KIyOKaMu
BepxoBubiii Kot Coznarens! OqHax/abl, BO BpeMeHa ero BO3HUK-
HOBeHMs BO BceneHHol, oH yBuaen HUTh. [IoTsHyB ee Jamnkoid,
OH CTaJl UTpaTh, BECEJIO KYBBIPKAsCh B MpocTopax kocmoca. OH
ObLIT COBCEM KOTEHKOM, M HE 3HAJI, YTO C HUTBIO UTPATh OMACHO.
[IpeObIBasi B HEBECOMOCTH, OH OBICTPO 3aITyTajl HUTh BOKPYT Ce-
051, ¥, TIBITASICh BRIOPATHCSI, 3aKPYIMBAIICS BCe OOJTbIIE U OOJIbIIIE,
MIOKa caM He MpeBpaTujICcs B OrPOMHBIN HUTSAHOM 1ap! B koHLe
KOHIIOB, CMUPHBIIIICh M OOECCUJIEB, KOTEHOK YCHYJI, YTOOBI OfI-
HaX bl IPOCHYTHCS M, KaK 0a004Ka, BHIOPAThCsI M3 CBOETO KOKO-
Ha. MUJUIMOHBI JIeT OH peidoBal no npocropam kocmoca. Hu-
TH 111apa MOCTENEHHO Pa3MaThIBAIMCh, CIIOBHO MayTHUHA, PACTs-
T'MBAsICh MO TTpocTopam BeesieHHOM. CTaJIKuBasiCh C METEOpUTa-
MU, OHU 00Pa30BBIBAIA CAMOCTOSITENIbHbIE KITyOKU, U, TOBOPSIT,
MPOIONIKAIOT 0OPa30BBIBAThH IO CUX MOP. XOusT ciyxu, — [lep-
CHK TepelieN Ha IIernoT, JOBEPUTEIbHO MPUTHYBIINCH K AJlek-
cel U ImpuxkaB XBOCT, — 4yTo Co3naTesib CKOpO AOJIKEH BOT-BOT
poOyIuThCs !

JloroBopMB, KOTEHOK a3apPTHO HayaJl BbIM3bIBATH CBOM XBOCT.

— DTO TBOSI TEOPUsI BOSHUKHOBEHUsI Mupa? — Asekcei yiblo-
HyJ1csl. — JIOBOJILHO UHTEPECHO !



[lepcuk, nepecraB BbUIM3bIBATHCS, BO3MYIIEHHO MOCMOTPEN
Ha KOCMOHABTA:

—Teopus??? Mos??? Jla atoii IcTHE CTOJTBKO K€ JIET, CKOJTb-
ko Cozparemo! O yem Thl BOOOIIE TOBOPUIIIH? !

Cuzist BeuepoM B KalmMTaHCKOW pyOke Kopalnsi, AJekcel 3a-
BEJI pa3roBOp O TOM, OTKYyAa MOSBUJICS TOBOPAIIMKA KOTEHOK. OH
xoten paccripocuts lepcuka mpo ucropuio ero xkusHu. Ho kor,
MOIXO/SI K JIIOOOMY BOMPOCY OCHOBAaTebHO, PEIlvjl HadaTh C
BO3HMKHOBEHUSI MUPa, paccKka3aB AJIEKCEI0 CBOe, Kolllaube, BU-
JICHUE.

— Bor BbI, mogu! — Ilepcuk ycTpowsicsi B Kpeciie noyaooHee,
nogioOpas yanku noj ceos. — [Touemy y Bac Tak MHOro BapuaH-
ToB BepxoBHbix koToB? O, ipocTtH, 6oroB! Xo3seB xke, 1o CyTH,
MOXET OBITh CKOJIBKO YTofHO, HO Co3/1aTesb — OH TOJIBKO OJUH!

JoroBapuBai cBow (prI0COPCKYI0 MBICIb KOTEHOK IHUPOKO
3eBast.

— [Nonumaerp, [lepcuk. .. Y moneii Bce HemHoro nHaue. Har
MHUp, OH...

AJiekcent 3aMoT4all, YBUJIEB, YTO KOTEHOK CJIAQJKO CIIUT, HU-
Yero yxe He ciyiias.

— Kny6ku, roBopuiiib, — mpoOopMoTan Ajekcei, ycMeXHYB-
IIMCh. — A COOCTBEHHO, oYeMy Obl ¥ HeT?



I'nasa 7. Iloxumenue

KocMoHaBT nipocHysicst OT TUIIMHBL. KOMy-TO 3TO MOXeT mo-
Ka3aTbCsl CTPAHHBIM, HO 3a MOCJIeIHME Heaeu AJieKcel HaCcTOMb-
KO MPUBBIK K MEPHOMY HOUHOMY YPUYaHMIO KOTEHKA, UTO TIO100-
HOE 3aTUIIIbe MTPOCTO Pe3aio YIIIU.

OH cen Ha Ko¥ike, pucIymuBasch. Ha kopadie He pa3naBa-
JIOCh HU €AVHOTO IIOPOXa, YTO MOIJIO ObI CBUJIETEILCTBOBATH O
TOM, 4TO KOTY He criutcsi. OObIYHO OH BCerja Haxomun cede J10-
CTATOYHO ITyMHbIE 3aHSITHSI, YTOOBI €r0 MPUCYTCTBUE HEBO3MOXK-
HO ObuTO TIpourHopupoBath. [Ipu 3Tom, korma [lepcuka 3acra-
BaJIM C MOJIMYHBIM, OH JIeJajl HEBOZMYTUMYIO MOPIIOUKY U Ha-
YUHAJI JISJIOBUTO BBUIM3BIBAThCA. Y HEBaXKHO, UTO MPU STOM BCS
KaloTa WM KalMTaHCKasi pyOKa MOIJIM yke OBbITh IpeBpalieHbl
UM B HACTOSIIIIUI UTPOBOM TOJIUTOH, ¢ pa30pOCAaHHBIMU TTOBCIO-
ny Oymaskkamu, (paHTUKaMH, MSTYUKaMU 1 TTIPOYMMHU JTIIOOUMBIMU
KOIIAYbUMU Urpymkamu. [lepcuk cumran cedsi cepbe3HbIM KO-
TOM, KOTOPOMY UY>K/Ibl [IPUBBIYKHA OOBIYHBIX 3€MHBIX KUBOTHBIX,
¥ TIOTOMY YCEP/IHO JIeJiaJl BUJI, YTO MPOU3BECHHBIN Ha Kopabiie
Xa0C He UMeeT K HeMy aOCOJIIOTHO HUKAKOTO OTHOITICHHS.

OTkuHYB Ofiesiio, AJIeKCell BCKOUMJI ¢ KPOBAaTH U TOJOIIEN
K aBepH KatoTbl. OH XOTesl OCMOTpeTh KOpadiib U OTHICKATh KO-
Ta, TaK HE BOBPEMsI TIOXKeEJIABIIIEero MOUrparth B MPATKU. Beab BbI-
OpaTbcs camocTosiTeNbHO Hapyky [lepcuk He mor. [la u mobau-
BaJICSl OH UY)KOU TUIAHEThI, XOTh U JIeJIaJl BUJI, YTO IIPOCTO HE JII0-



ouT rynaTh B oquHOoYecTBe. HaOpaB mpuBBIUHYI0 KOMOWHAIIUIO
Y3 HECKOJIBKMX (PP HA NMEKTPOHHOM 3aMKe, AJIEKCEer IEPHY.T
3a pyuky. Paznascs sxanoOHbIi MUCK IEKTPOHUKH, HO IBEPh HE
oTKpbulach. OHa OKa3anach 3a0JIOKMpPOBaHA.

Oumryiiasi HEMPUATHBIN TPEBOKHBIN XOJIOJOK BHYTPU, KOCMO-
HABT CHOBA M CHOBA HaOMpaJ KO, HO Kal0Ta He OTKPhIBAJIACh.

— Yro xe Moro ciyunthesi? COoeB B crcTemMe ObITh He MOT-
JI0, 51 BCe HECKOJIbKO pa3 MpoBepuII nepen noierom! — 6opmo-
Tan Anekced cam cebe. — [lepcuk! — KpUKHYB UMSs Apyra, OH
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 CHJIBHO CTYKHYJ KYJIAKOM B JIBEDb.

— Ilepcuk! Tel Tam?

Ho orBetom emy Oblia TUIIMHA. XOTS. ...

Anekcell mpuxkacs yxoM K JBepu, U npuciaymancs. [ ne-to
B OTJAJICHUM PA31aBaJIMCh YIAIAIOIMECS LIark, COIPOBOKIAI0-
IIMeCs 3HAKOMBIM KaJTOOHBIM TIHCKOM.

— MHe He MorJ10 nokaszarbcsi... Hafgo ckopee BHIOMpaThCs OT-
croga!

Pa3smaxHyBIIMCh, KOCMOHABT €IlIe Pa3 C CWIOW yaapwi, Ha
9TOT pa3 yXke MO CaMHMM 3JIEKTPOHHBIM KHOIIKaM, HO M 3TO OT-
YasiHHOE AEWCTBHE HE MOMOIJIO. 3ayMaBIIKCh, YTO OH €Ile MO-
KET cfienaTth, AJIEKCeil cofpasl 3allUTHYIO KPBIIIKY, CKpPbIBAIO-
IIyI0 TIPOBOJIA, ¥ MOMBITAJICS COEIMHUTD OJIUH C IPYTHM, YTOOBI
3aMKHYTh 3aMOK. C TpeTheil MOMBITKA Y HEero Mojy4yusioch, U,
Kak ObLI, OOCUKOM, B TPEHUPOBOYHBIX Opiokax U (hyTOONKE, OH
BBICKOUMJT U3 KAIOThl, OIVISIABIBASICh.

AJeKcelo Ka3anaoch, 4TO C JBEPHIO OH IIPOBO3WIICA OYEHD J0JI-



r0, U, 4TO ObI HU CITyYHJIOCh, HABEpHsIKa yike ormo3aai. Ho, B3rs-
HYB Ha 4achl, TMOHSUI, YTO MPOIUIO BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO MHHYT.
[MonckoumB K MILTIOMUHATOPY, KOCMOHABT TOCTAPAJICSI PACCMOT-
PEeTh, UTO IPOUCXOAUT CHAPYKU. 3a OOPTOM ObLiIa HEMPOIJIsiAHAS
TbMa, W JIMIIb cnaboe mepiiaHue (pUoIeTOBOrO PACTUTEIHLHOTO
TIOKPHITHUS HA 3eMJIe IaBAJI0 HEMHOTO cBeTa. Yackl Ha CTEeHe To-
Ka3plBaJIM OKOJI0 3:00 3eMHOro BpeMeHHU, HO CHa y AJieKcest yxe
He ObUIO HU B OTHOM IJIa3y.

3ByKM CHapyXH, MOXOXUE Ha IAarv, CBUICTEIILCTBOBAIU O
TOM, YTO HEKTO TIOCJIeOBAaTeIbHO OOXOOWT BOKPYT KOpaois,
Oynro Obl uccnenys nepumerp. M yem Josbiiie KOCMOHABT TIPU-
CITyIIMBAJICS], TeM OOJIbIlIe OH MOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO HE OJJUH YeJIo-
BEK, a KAk MUHMMYM JIBO€ WJIU TPOE.

OcTOpoXkHO, cTapasich He ITyMeTh, OH TMOIOMIENT K IIKa(um-
Ky, B KOTOPOM XpaHwWJI cBO# Omactep. OiHAKO BHYTPHU HETO OKa-
3aj10ch Mmycto. Opykue, Kak U yCTPOUCTBO C AOMOTHUTEILHBIMU
3apsilaMu, UCUe3Jo.

CxaB OT 1ocazipl KyJlaku, AJIEKCe B KaueCTBE OPyausl CXBa-
TWJI TIEPBOE, UTO TOMAJIOCh MO PYKY, & UMEHHO TSIKENbIN Ha-
BUTAIIMOHHBIN TPUOOP, KOTOPBIN AABHO CITYKWJI JIAIIb YKpalle-
HUEM UHTepbepa, HAMOMUHAS O CTAPUHHOM CTYJIEHUECKOM TPO-
nioM. U mycTs B moseTax oH ObUT COBEPIIEHHO OeCToe3eH 13-
32 CBOEM XPOHUYECKOM HEMCIIPABHOCTH, AJIEKCEW XpaHWJI €ro
KaK CyBEHUD, KYIUJIGHHbII UM B JIeHb BBIITYCKA W3 JIETHOM aKa-
nevuu. EMy HpaBuiicsi He cam nproop, a TO, C KAKUM CBETJIBIM
IHeM ObUTO CBsi3aHO ero mpuoOperenue. Ceiuac ke, cxXuMast



YBECUCTBII TUTAHOBBIN AP B PyKE, KOCMOHABT HAJIESJICS, UTO B
CJIy4dae OMAacHOCTU OH MOCTYXUT €My OPYJHEM 3alllUThl.

Ho oH ropbko ormmmoancs.

[Momoiis K BHIXOMY M3 KOpadJisl v B3SIBIIKCH 32 ABEPHYIO pyd-
Ky, AJIeKCeld MBICJIEHHO JIOCUUTAJl TIPO ceOsl 0 MATH, ITyOOKO
B3JIOXHYJI, U, PE3KO PACIIaXHYB JIBEPb, BBITPbIrHYJ HApYKy. [loa-
’KaB ToJ1 ce0s1 HOTY, OH KYBBIPKHYJICS B TIPBI)KKE, Y IIPU3EMITUJICS,
MIPU STOM CHJIBHO YIapUBIIUCH TuiedoM. Ho mogaBuB CTOH, TYT
JK€ BCKOYMJI, M 3aCTBUI B O0OEBOM CTOMKE, OIISIBIBASICh U COKUMAST
KyJIaKH.

Venbimas no3agu ceds mopox, Ajiekcedt 0OepHYJICs, HO TYT
K€ TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO OOJIbHO BOH3UJIOCH eMy B 11ieto. C
yIUBJIEHUEM U OOMJIO0N, KOCMOHABT TIOTHEC PYKY K MECTY yKOJIa,
HAII[yTaB BOTKHYBIIMICS B KOXKY IpoTHK. [lepen riazamu Mruo-
BEHHO BCe MOIUIBLIO, U AJIeKcel cTan ocedaTh Ha 3emumo. OH
ycreJ1 JIUITb IOyMaTh O TOM, YTO BCE MPOM3OIIE/IIee — ITO UbsI-
TO XOPOIIO CIIJTAHMPOBAHHAS JIOBYIIKA, M 3TOT KTO-TO ITOXUTHII
ero apyra. Ho HaBaJIMBaIOIMICS TSAKEIBIM COH OKA3aJICS CUJIb-
HBbIM COMIEPHUKOM, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, AJIEKCel cAaJiCs, MO3BO-
Jisig ThME TOJIHOCTBIO 3aBJIAJIETh COOOMA. . .



I'masa 8. B 3akroueHun

UTo-T0 MOKpOE U IIepIlaBOe MHTEHCUBHO MPUKACATIOCH K €ro
JuIy. AJieKcel MeIJIEHHO OTKPBL IJ1a3a, U B TY e CEKYHAY MOK-
pbIl TIpeIMeT C PaJoCTHBIM MsiyKaHbeM ucues. [locblimanoch
MEPHOE ypUaHUe.

— Ilepcuk... — mporoBopui AJjiekceil, 0OpaOBaBIINCh JPY-
ry. — Thl 4TO, JIU3aJ1 MHE JIUIO?

[Monyunnock moyemy-to menoroM. Bo pry OblIo oueHb Cy-
x0. KocMOHaBT monpo6oBast NOIMEBEUTHCS, HO OOHAPYKUJI, UTO
PYKHU CBSI3aHBI Y HETO 32 CIIMHOM, a TOJIOBA KPYKUTCSI HACTOJBKO,
YTO JIydille BOOOIIe MOKa He JepraThCs, a XOTs Obl Mapy MUHYT
ToJIekaTh, CIOKOMHO MpuxoAs B ceOs. OT pe3KuX JBUKEHUH K
ropiy MoJCTynaja TOIIHOTA.

Cuasnuii y Hero Ha rpyad KOTEHOK COCPEeJOTOYEHHO BbLIH-
3bIBAJI JIaIly, /iejasi BU, YTO 3aHAT STUM BaXXHBIM JIeJIOM KaK MU-
HUMYM yke Jac. Korma KOT 3aroBopuii, rojioc ero ObUI MOJIOH
BO3MYILIEHUSI:

— 51?7 JIuzan te6e uto, mpoctu? Bor eme! U He Hanevics!

Tem He MeHee, OH Bce ke He yaepXkascs, U, OpPOCHB BbUIU3bI-
BaThCs1, IPUJIBHYJ K AJIEKCEI0, TKHYBIIIUCH B HETO MOPJIOH, U JIO-
BOJILHO 3aypyaB.

— Kak 310poBo, uto Tl MeHs Haities! $1 TyT Takoro Hateprel-
cA...

— Hy, tume, tuie, npyxuiie... Yto npoucxonut? I'ne mbi?



[TocmotpeB Ha Anekces, [lepcuk 310 3ammmmnet.

— DTO Bce MEP3KHUM NUPAT HAC MOXUTWI! 3ps s TOrJa HE Ha-
rajiijI eMy Ky/la-HUOyIb HANOCINIEIOK, HO s TaK TOPOITUJICS cOe-
XKarh, 4TO. ..

— IMomoxau, mogoxau! — OCTAaHOBMJI €r0 KOCMOHABT. — JlaBai
IO OPAJKY . . . /151 HaYasia MoMOry MHe, MOKaJyHCTa, CECTh, XO-
Ts1 OBI CJ1e3b C MEHsA. A TIOTOM MocTapaiicst paccKasaTh BCe € ca-
MOTO Hauaja: KTO Takoi 3ToT nupar? Eciau 310 npo3suile, To
Kakoro ero Hacrosimee nMsi? OTtkynga Tel coexan? M kTo Hac
cenyac MmoxXuTui?

— Her, Hy Tl 1 Tynou! — pa3gpakeHHO OTBETUJI KOT, 3aKaThl-
Bas mia3a. TeM He MeHee, OH CIIPbITHYJI ¢ Tpyau AJlekces, U Ja-
K€ TIOMBITAJICS MOATOJIKHYTh €ro jankaMu. KoHeyHo, moMoryio
3TO He 0c000, HO, BCE XKe, OIIYIIasi ero MOIAEePKKY, KOCMOHABTY
YAQIOCh CECTh, TPUCIOHUBILKUCH K cTeHe. [ 010Ba Mno-npexxHemy
KPYKWJIach, HO yXke He TaK CUJIbHO, U AJIeKcell Mor cooOpaxaTb.

— 4 Tebs ciymalo, — ckazaj OH, U TIOMBITAJICS PACITyTaTh Be-
PEBKH, CTATUBAIOIIUE 3AITSCTbS.

— Ecnu OGynens Bce Bpemsi iepratbesi — s HUUero tede pac-
CKa3pIBaTh He Oydy! — HaCYNMBIIKUCH, MPOOypYas KOT.

— Eciu, [epcuk, s He Oymy nepratbesi — TO HE CMOTY OCBOOO-
IUThCSI. A HaMm ¢ TOOOW HYXXHO TIOCKOpee BBIOMpaThcsl oTcional
HeusBecTHO, 4TO y NOXUTUTENEH HA YME.

— Ouenb gaxe uzBectHo! — Kot caenai 3araiounyio Mopay. —
Memns Bot xotat niponatsk. Hy a teds... YecTHO roBopsi s OueHb
y/IUBJIEH, 4TO TeOs ele He youm!



AJnekcell Ha CEKyH[ly 3aMep, CTPOro B3IVISIHYB HA JIpyra.

— Hy cnacu6o!

— Ha noxkanyucra! I'oBopio Kak ectb, ¥ 4Tto AymMaw. Ha to s
U KOT, — ppipkHY [lepcuk.

Anekcelt B3IOXHYII.

— Xopormo. [laBaii Tak, s1 Oyay TeOs ceifuac BHUMATEIHHO CITy-
11aTh, a Th Bce MHE pacckasbiBaTh. OT U 0. YTOOBI NpuayMaTh,
Kak cOexarhb, s JOIKEH MOHUMATh, YTO TIPOUCXOMMUT.

KocMmoHaBT mocrapanicsi pacciaOUThCsl, U BHUMATENIBHO TIO-
CMOTpEJI Ha KOTEHKA, 0:KU/1asl paccKasa.

[epcuk, a5 BaKHOCTU BbIIEp:KaB HEOOJbIIYIO May3y, cell,
HaKpbUI JIallbl XBOCTOM, M HA4aJl CBOM PACCKa3.

Kok

— Bce Hauasoch, Korga s ObUI e11le COBCEM MaJIEHbKUM KOTEH-
KOM. ... UTO ThI ycMexaemncsi? 3Halo, Tl AyMaellb, YTO 51 U CE-
yac MaJIEHbKUH, TOJIBKO ThI OIINOAEIILCA. DTO TOJIBKO HA Balller
3emJie KOTATa BBIPACTAIOT B OOJIBIIIUX HETIOBOPOTIIMBBIX JKUBOT-
HbIX. Ha Moeil e pogHO# I1aHeTe Mbl POKJaeMCsl, U JOCTUTa-
€M B3pOCJIOro BO3pacTa, He MeHsIsICh B pa3Mmepax. Haria conneu-
Hasl CUCTEMa COBCEM HeOOJIbIIas, B Hel BCero 4 MIaHeThl, KOTO-
pbl€ 3acesIeHbl, HO TOJIbKO OJIHA MOJTHOCTBIO MPUHAJIEKUT KOTAM.
Thl yxke JomKeH ObUT I0ragathCsi, — He 0e3 TOpIOCTH 3aMeTHIT
[lepcuk, — 4TO A1 SIBJSIIOCH MPEACTABUTENIEM OYEHb Pa3BUTOMN KO-
maubedl nuBrm3anyu! Korma s TOJbKO BBUTYIHJICS, YKe ObLIO



SICHO, YTO MHe TpeficTout Oosnbinoe Oymayiee! Tak Kak s euH-
CTBEHHBIN B HICTOPHHU KOTOB, KOTOPBI CMOT BHIOpAThCS U3 WA
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO !

KoteHok ropno 3amosnua, BelAep:KUBasi naysy.

AJlekce YIMBIEHHO CMOTPEN Ha HETrO, MbITasCh OCMBICUTD
CKa3aHHOE.

— IMopoxau-ka... To ecTb Tl yTBEpKAAellb, UTO Ha Balllel
IUIaHeTe KOThl NosiBisTcs u3 saui??? Kotsl, Hecylue sina. ..
J10...

— Yto? — pe3ko nepedums1 kocMoHaBTa Ilepcuka.

—Hy... aTo Kak-TO0 cTpanHo. .. HenpusbiuHo. .. Ha 3emuie xu-
BOTHBIE MOSIBJISIIOTCS] HA CBET €CTECTBEHHBIM MyTEM, HAIIIM KOIII-

— Oy!! — INepcuk cKpUBWICS, OYATO JIM3HYJI KKCIOTO MOJIO-
Ka. — Jlaxxe He roBopu MHe 00 3ToM! Y Bac HUYEro He MPOUCXO-
JUT €CTECTBEHHBIM ITyTEM, BCE MPOCTO OMEP3UTENBHO, TaK YTO,
NoXaJTyicTa, n30aBb MeHsI OT 0ObsiCHeHn# ! 3Halo 51 Bce Mpo Ba-
1y 3emutio, HaBUAJICS. ...

[onsB, uto mepeyOexgaTh KOTEHKa Oecrosie3Ho, AJiekcei
B3JIOXHYJL.

— JlamHo, mpocTH, uto nepedui. PacckaswiBail qasbine.

KoteHok ertie HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi OOMkKEHHO MOoMOJTJal, a 3a-
TeM, YJIETIIMCh Noyno0Hee, MPOIOJIKIUIL.

— V¥V cebs1 ToMa MBI UMEJTH BCe HEOOXOAMMOE, KHJTU 3aKPHITON
KOJIOHUEW, HE CIIUIIKOM MHTEPECYSCh, YTO MPOUCXOAUT 3a Mpe-



JeslaMu Hartiet rianeThl. [Toka ofHax abl He MPUJIeTeNl KOCMUYe-
CKHI1 KOpaoITb. ..

[lepcuk B3MOXHYJ, TOrPyXkasicb B BOCIIOMUHAHUSI. AJieKceit
y&e XOTeJ1 ObUIO €ro MOTOPOIUTh, HO KOT 3arOBOPHIT CaM.

— 970 OB KOCMUYECKUE MUPATHL. .. YBU/IEB B HeOe KOpalJib,
MBI TIBITAJTUCH yOeXaTh, HO CIPSTAThCS CMOIIU JIMITh HEMHO-
rue. Bosbinas yacTh KOTOB MOruoa, BeJib OKa3aTh COIMPOTHUBIIC-
HUE OrPOMHOMY BOEHHOMY KOpaOiiio Mbl He MO, Y Hac Oblia
CITUIIIKOM MUPHAsI U MaJIeHbKas TUIAHETA. . ., — KOTEHOK BCXJIUII-
HYJ. — § ycrien cpsATaTbesi, HO MUPAThl MEHsI HAIILIA, ¥ IOXUTH-
1M, 3a0paB ¢ coOol B KayecTBe Tpodes. 3aaepKUBaThCs Ha Tj1a-
HeTe y MUPAToB B IJ1aHaX He ObU10. [ToHSB, YTO HUKAKKX MOJIEe3-
HBIX PECYpPCOB VISl JIIOJIEV TaM HeT, MPaKTUYECKH cpa3y OHHU YJie-
TeJIH, 3ariepeB MEHs B MAJICHbKOU KJIeTKe. BaHauThl ObUTH OUeHb
3J1bl U3-32 TOTO, UTO HE CMOTJIM HUYEM TIOXKUBUTHLCS, U HATOCTIe-
JIOK, J1aJT1 TIO TJTAHEeTe 341 U3 Opyaui. .. VIX raBHei. .. — [lep-
CHIK MPE3PUTETHHO COIIYPUII IJ1a3a, — HAMEPEHHO OCTaBUJI KJIET-
Ky BO3JIe WUUTIOMHHATOPA, YTOOBI S MOT HAOIIOAATh, KaK MOW JIOM
MIpeBpallaeTcs B MOJBIXAIOMIUI I1ap. ..

Anexkceit, B notpsicenuu, Mmomyas. OH U He npeJroara, 4To
€ro MaJIeHbKHMI APYT MEPeKU TaKyI0 CTPAITHYIO Tpareauio!

[Mepcuk MOMHST HA HETO T71a3a, OHU OBUTM TIOJIHBI HEHABUCTH.

— Karmuran ['po3a, Tak ceOs1 Ha3bIBaeT IiaBapb MAPATOB, T03-
e BBISICHWI, YTO MOCJie rHOeny MOel IJIaHeThl sl IPEe/ICTABIISI0
co0Ol OIpOMHYIO TIEHHOCTb, KaK €IMHCTBEHHBIN BO BcenenHou
rOBOPSIIHI KOT. BHauase oH He XOTes MeHsI TPO/IaBaTh, HO KaXK-



Jla HA)KUBBI OKa3asiach cuiibHee. C muparamu sl ycresn moObIBaTh
Ha HECKOJIbKUX TUIAHEeTaX, Ha KaX/I0i U3 KOTOPbIX MEHsI BBICTAB-
ns Ha Topr. OIHAKO, Majio KTO TOTOB ObLT MPHOOPECTH K-
BOTHOE 34 OIPOMHYIO LIEHY, Ha3HaueHHy1o Kanutanom.

Ho ogHax /b1, Korja s y:ke oT4yasiicsi, U 1ymall, YTo BCIO CBOIO
KU3Hb MPOBEly B HEHABUCTHOM MAaJICHBKOU KJIEeTKe, ['po3a co-
o011, YTO MOKyNaTe M Haluich Ha 3emuie. Ho cMeHsTh oauH
IUIEH Ha JPYrou s He XOTell.

Cpenka Mexy MUpaTaMy 1 TIOKYTIATENIsIMU JIOJDKHA ObLa Co-
CTOSIThCS HAa KocMoapome. Oriata 3a Tpodelt yxe Obla moyde-
Ha, 1, Korga KanuTan nepenan KJIeTKy MOKyMNaTesio, TOT OTKPbLT
JBEpILy, ’keJasi B35ITh MEHs Ha PyKH U paccMOTpeTh noonuxke. B
TOT MOMEHT I MIOHSUL: BOT OH, MOM 1maHc! Co CKOpOCThIO MyJn
s BBIPBAJICA, W, YTO €CTh CHJIBI, MOOexkan nmpoyb. MHe CpOUHO
HYKHO OBIJIO CIIPATAThCS, HEBAXHO TTIE.

W3 HECKOJIBKUX, HAXOISIIUXCS] HA KOCMOJIpOMe KopaoJieid, OT-
KPBITHIM ObUT TOJIBKO oftuH. CTpeMryiaB s B3JieTeN Mo Tpary, U
3aTanICA.

AJiekcen, HaKOHell, BCE MOHSUI.

— U tak Thl OKa3ascs y MeHs.

— MimenHo, — KuBHYJ KOT. — § mymaut, uro criaceH. U Obu1 yBe-
PEH, UTO MUPaThl HE YCHeN MPOCIENUTh, TIe UMEHHO s Hallell
yoesxwuine. Ho, moxoxe, s1 ormmoaics.

Anexkceii 3agymaics. [Ipomenime coObITUSL CTaMM CKJIA/IbI-
BaThCsl B FOJIOBE B LIEJIbHYIO KAPTUHKY.

— Tot y4oK, KOTOpBIi MbI ¢ TOOON 0OHApYy)uH. .. [Tonku-



HYTh Ha KOpaOJib MOACTYIIUBAIOIIEE YCTPOUCTBO MOTJIH TOJIBKO
TBOUW 3HAKOMBbIE, YTOOBI TPOCIIEUTH 32 TOOOU, M B yITOOHBIN MO-
MEHT BbIKpacTh. OHU HE OKUJIAJIM, YTO BCKOPE 51 TOKMHY IJIaHe-
TY, HEBOJILHO yBe3sl TeOsI ¢ COOOM.

Ot stont poraaku [lepcuk naxe MOACKOYMI.

— Touno!! Onu 3Ha)IN, KyZ1a MBI HAITPABJIIEMCS, Y IIPOCIIEIN-
JIM 32 HaMu 10 camou KcaHThl. ..

— A jaspliie npocTo KAaau YI00HOrO MOMEHTA, U OH HACTY-
MWL, — 3aKOHYMJI 32 KOTEHKa AJIEKCeil.

Ilepcuk BHE3amHO NMOHUK. BHOBB OIyCTUBIIUCH HA I10JI U I10-
JIOKUB MOPAOYKY Ha JIAlKH, TUXO CIIPOCUJL:

— Yro ke Tenepb ¢ Hamu OyneT? S mpocTo He MOr'y CHOBa OKa-
3aTbCA B KJIETKE! fl 9TOro He BBIHECY. ..

AJtekced, IJs/151 KOTEHKY B [V1a3a, CO BCEU CEPbE3HOCTHIO MPO-
TOBOPWJI:

— 51 e nam Te6s B 0OuIy. Mbl uTO-HUOY B TprIyMaeM! Obe-
mam!



I'nmapa 9. Ipyr nim Bpar?

3anepTeie B TECHOM KalOTe 4yXKOro Kopaoisi, Ipy3bsi, MOTEPsIB
CUET BpeMEeHHU, YCTaJo 3apeMaln. AjeKkceil — BBIMOTABIIKCH OT
TIOTTBITOK OCBOOOUTHCS, KOT — IPOCTO TIOTOMY, UTO ObLIT KOTOM.
A 3TH XMBOTHBIE, KaK U3BECTHO, MHOTO M YaCTO CISIT, OCOOEHHO
Takue MajieHbKMe, Kak [lepcuk.

[TpocHyn¥Ch OHM OT MUCKHYBIIETO CHIHANA OTKPBIBIIETOCS
3aMKa. [[Bepb pacnaxHyaack, 1 B IPOEMe BO3HUK BBICOKOTO PO-
CTa MYXXYMHA, OfIETHI B BOGHHYI0O KOCMHUECKYIO (popMy, YacTu
KOTOPO, IO BUAY, ObLIA TIO3aMMCTBOBAHBI B CAMBIX Pa3JIMUHbIX
rajJakTUYeCKUX CUCTeMaXx.

Kot 3710 3ammrnes, BITHYB CIIMHY, U AJIEKCel cpa3y Jgorajaai-
csl, 4TO TIepe/l HUMHU CTOUT caM KaruTaH nuparoB. Ha Buj emy
ObL10 JIeT 45. Kperkoro Tenocnoxenus, ¢ MUPOKUMHU TICYaMK
Y MACCUBHOM YeJTI0CThIO, OH IMTPOU3BOMIT JOBOJIbHO BHYIIIUTE b~
HOE BrieuamieHne. AjieKkceil OTMETIJI, UTO ITpaBas 1eKa y ipara
ObLJIa CHITBHO pacliapariana, Kak M ero, He MaJIbiX pa3MepoB, py-
KU, B OJIHOM U3 KOTOPHIX KalMTaH JiepKaJl HeOOJIBIIION peMeT,
HAMOMUHAIOIIWH MyJIbT yripaBieHus. [Toxoxe, 4To 3aCTUTHY THIH
BpacCIIOX KOTEHOK He chayics emy Oe3 0osi. UyBCTBYsI TOpIoOCTh
3a Jpyra, KOCMOHABT XOTeJl ObLIO 33aTh KaluTaHy BOIPOC, HO
TOT 3arOBOPHJI TIEPBBIM, oOparasich K [lepcuky.

— Thl ocTaBMI MHE MHOTO HETIPUSITHOCTEH, KOT.

[epcuk B OTBET JUIIIb CUJIbHEE HATPSTCS, OKUIAs BO3MOX-



HOCTH NPBITHYTh, ¥ BIETIUTHCS KanuTaHy B Juio. Ho BHe3amHo,
W3/1aB KIOOHBIN MMUCK, CKAJICSI B KOMOK, U 3aTHX.

Anekceil B3IpOTHYJI, TOJIKO ceidvyac 3aMeTUB, 4YTO LIEK KO-
TEHKa MEePeTArMBaeT TOHKUW SJIEKTPUUYECKUH OIIENHUK, KOTO-
pblil CEKyHly Ha3aj akTuBUpoBa nupat. KocMoHaBT nepHyscs,
ObITAsACh BCTaTh, HO KalMTaH JIEMOHCTPATUBHO MOJHSI PYKY C
MYJITOM, ¥ TIOMaxajl UM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— He coBerylo nenath pe3Kux IBUKEHHUH, €CJIM HE XOYelllb,
9TOOBI TBOU JPYT MOTYYUJI €I1ie OAWH Pa3psifl TOKA.

['opckuii MpUHsIT peXHee MOJI0KEHUE, U, MIsA1s KalluTaHy B
171a3a, IPOrOBOPUIL:

— Ecnu ¢ HUM XOTb 4TO-TO CIIy4UTCH, KJISHYCB, 1. . ..

— Momnyars!

KocmoHaBT 3atux, ckaB 3yObl.

[Mupat nponomkus, TPUCTAIBHO cieAs 3a AjekceeM, He 3a-
ObIBasi PU STOM MOMJISBIBATH HA KOTEHKA!

— IaBaii-ka cpa3y NpOsICHUM KOe-uTo. §l ycren pa3y3Harh O
Tebe HeMHOro. YecTHO CKaxy, MOMydeHHas: MOMMHU JIIOJbMH WH-
opmarus Brieuatnsier! BoeBoit oduriep no odpazoBaHuIO, Tyd-
MK CPEAN CBOETO BBIITYCKA, HE MOMNal B BOEHHBIM (DJIOT JIMILIb
10 IPUYMHE TEXHUYECKOW OIMMMOKM CHCTEMBbl Ha TECTUPOBAHUH !

Kanuran yxmbuisacs, JOBOJIBbHBIA CBOEW OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTBIO.

— OTKyza TakoM MHTEPEC K MOEU MePCoHe? — CIIPOCHIT AJIeK-
ceil, mpo ceds1 MoAyMaB, UTO STU CBEAECHUS 3HAN JIUIIb OYEHb
y3Kkuil Kpyr monei. Kto ke mor pacckazath nupary o0 3tom?
Heyxenu Bo (pyiote y Hero ectb cBoM 4esioBek ? KOCMOHaBT BHYT-



penHe noexwuJcs. Hexopoiuo 3to. Eciiu He cka3aTb COBCEM ILI0-
x0. O TOM, 4TO B psAax KOCMUYECKHUX CHJI MOT'YT OKa3aThCs IIpe-
JaTeNu, 3aCTaBJIsIo 3aayMaTbes. M Mpicin y Aiekcest ObLid ca-
MBIMUA MPauHbIMH. . .

JlericTBUTEIILHO TTOC/IE OKOHYAHUS JIETHOM aKaJieMUU OH CO-
Ovpasics MOCTYMUTh Ha CITykKOy B KOCMUYecKuit (pot. OH ObLT
IIPEKPACHO NOATOTOBJIEH, U HU CEKYH/bl HE COMHEBAJICS B CBO-
ux cuiax. Pe3ynbrarel TeCTUpOBaHUS MOBEPITIM AJeKces B I1IOK,
BBIJIaB 10 BCEM AMCIMILIMHAM caMble HU3KUe Oasuibl. B ciyxoe
eMy OBUIO OTKa3aHO, KaK M B BO3MOKHOCTH TI€PECIaTh TECTHI.
[Tozxe emy roBOpuIM O MPOU3OIIE/IIeN TEXHUUECKOW OIITOKe,
npejsiarasi o0OpaTuTbhCs K BOEHHOM KOMHCCHHU C MPOChOOI aHHY-
JIMPOBaTh JAHHBIE CTAPOrO dK3aMEHa, HO K TOMY BPEMEHU s
BOEHHOM CITy’KObl KOCMOHABT YK€ He IMPOXOIIII TT0 BO3PACTY.

— W Th1, TPYCIIMBO CMUPUBIIKUCH C 0OCTOATEIbCTBAMU, MOILIEI
paboTaTh OOBIYHBIM KOCMUYECKUM KypbepoM. C TBOMMHU-TO Ta-
JJaHTaM# !

— He Tte6e MeHs1 cyauTsh, — MPOroBopri1 Ajiekceil, BHOBb He3a-
METHO MBITASICh CENATh YTO-TO C BEPEBKAMM Ha 3anscTbsax. Ho,
KaKk M B MpOIILJIble pa3bl, MOMBITKM OCBOOOAUTHCS YCIIEXOM He
YBEHUYAIMCh. XUTPbIE Y37Ibl HUKAK HE XOTEJIM IMOJ/1aBaThCs, a
JIMILIb CWJIbHEE CTATUBAIM PyKU. Tskeno apima, Alekcen OTKH-
HYJICA K CTEHE, MEJIbKOM B3IVISIHYB Ha KOTEHKA, KOTOPBIY, CyAs
10 IIUIISAIEMY BOPYAHUIO, IOXOXKE, HAYaJ MTPUXOJUTH B ceOsl.

— Yero THI OT HAC XO4Yellb, KalMTaH?

[Mupar ynbIOHyICA.



— Ckaxy Tede Tak, YTOObI Thl TIOHSLI, TapeHb. Thl )KUB 10 CUX
HIOp TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO MHE HyXeH MmuioT. YenoBek, obnaia-
IOUMMUA TBOMMH HaBbIKAMHU, IIPOCTO HE JIOJKEH TPATUTh CBOIO
’KM3Hb Ha CKYYHYIO TPAaHCIIOPTUPOBKY I'py30B. Heysxkenu Thl uc-
TMIBITBIBACIIb KAKOW-TO Kau, MepeBo3si BCAKUI XJIaM C TIJTAaHETh
Ha Tutanety? Kakas tebe ot aToro nomnn3a?

Anecen 3agymarcs. Kak TakoBoro «karga» B IepeBo3Ke rpy-
30B, KOHEYHO, He ObLIO, XOTh OH M HE CUMTAJI 3Ty PabOTy Oecrio-
ne3Hoi. Ho HacTosiyie SMOIuy OH UCTIBITHIBAJT 32 MITYPBAJIOM
CBOETr0 KOCMOJIeTa. BBITh MUIOTOM — B 9TOM OBLIO €r0 HCTUHHOE
NPU3BaHUE, U BO3MOXKHOCTh JIIOOOBATHCSI KOCMUUYECKUMHU MPO-
CTOpaMH, 4yBCTBYs ceOsl MOBesuTeIeM Kopadiisi, OH He TTpoMe-
Hsi1 OBl HU Ha 4TO Ha cBeTe!

M TyT eMy B rojoBy BAPYTI 3aKpajiach XUTpas MbIC/Ib. .. MOX-
HO OBUIO IOMPOOOBATH. ..

N300pa3uB Ha nuiie uHTEpec, AjeKceil MocMOoTpesT Ha Karu-
TaHa.

— Yro THI NpeaIaraenn?

TospKo 4TO MpuUIIeAINil B ce0s1 KOTEHOK B U3YMJIEHUM yCTa-
BUJICSI HA KOCMOHABTA.

— B cmpicnie?? O yeM ToI ero cnpammsaenisb?? Tol 4To?

3amMeTuB, YTO MpaT BHOBb [IEPEBEI NaJlel] Ha KHOMKY IMYJIbTa,
AJnekcer TOPOIUIMBO 3arOBOPHUJI:

— [onoxau HaxkMMaTh, )KUBOTHOE CEfYac He OMAacHO, OH ellle
OT TIPOIILJIOTO pa3psiia He oroies. Thl ke He XOUelllb ero MokKa-
JIEYUThb paHbllle BPEMEHH, KTO TOrAA 3aX04YeT KyIUTh TAKOH TO-



Bap?

Kot onemmm.

— 370 ThI KOO TOBapoM 00o03Ban??? A mymain Tl MmHe npyr!!
3auyeM Tl ero ciayuaenib???

Ho Anekceii, He oOpaliiasi BHUMaHUsI Ha KOTEHKa, CMOTpPeJI Ha
KanuTaHa. Buas 3auHTepecoBaHHOCTD B Ila3ax KOCMOHABTA, TOT
C YXMBUIKO MTPOU3HEC:

— 41 He npeanarao, a 006bsACH:IO Tede packnan. CoOCTBEHHO,
BBIOODP TBOW HeBeMMK. Thl MOXKEIIb CTaTh BTOPHIM MHUJIOTOM Ha
MoeM Kopallie, KOMaH/ie TIPUTOsITCS TBOM HaBBIKM. 1 Kak pa3
HEJJaBHO MOTEPSLT CBOETO YEJIOBEKa, U €ro MeCTO ceiyac Mmycryer.

— JIu6o? — mouHTEpecoBacs AJICKCei.

— JInbo Tebs nocturHeT Ta ke yuyactb. [ato Tebe yac Ha pas-
MBIIIUIEHUSI U COBETYIO XOPOIIO MOAyMaTh, MPexIe 4eM OaTh
CBOM OTBET.

Kanuran pa3BepHyscsi, 4T00bl yXOAUTb, HO KOCMOHABT TOCTIe-
I 32]1aTh TIOCJIETHUIA BOTIPOC:

— A 4TO CIIy4MJIOCh C TBOMM OBIBIIMM MUAJIOTOM ?

KanurtaH, orisiHyBIIMCh, HETOOPO YIBIOHYIICS:

— 4 ero 3actpenmui. B3nyman nepeuntsb. A s He BBIHOIIY Ha-
PYILIEHUS TUCITUTUIAHBI.

C 3TrIMU CTOBaMU OH BBIIIIEN, 3aKPBIB 32 cOO0M qBepb. CHOBa
MIUCKHYJT JIEKTPOHHBIN 3aMOK, 3aCTaBUB AJIeKces B3JJPOTHYTh.

[ToBepHyB royioBy, OH MOCMOTpPEN KOTEHKY B IJla3a, U XOTell
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO yBUJET B HUX JIUIIb KIY4yl0 HEHABHUCTb U
pazovapoBaHue. OTyero Ha jaylile y KOCMOHaBTa CTajl0 COBCEM



XyJO.



I'napa 10. IIpuvupenne

Kot cuzen Ha koneHsx y Ajiekcest M OTYastHHO AaBUJICS, TIbI-
TasICh CTOIIIHUTH IIEPCTh €My Ha OPIOKHU.

—Ilepcuk... 3ayem ThI 310 jAenaeinn, a? Ilepecrans! A Beap
YK€ HECKOJIbKO Pa3 U3BUHUIICS !



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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