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I'maBa 1

Anap xoQui Bo3jie IPUBSA3aHHOTO K CTYJy CUHEKOXero, Kperkorenoro xapara. Hekuit Tapx,
MEJIKUA TOPrOBell OpYXHUeM, KOTOPBIH TOCIIEIHUM BUJIEI MIPUHIIECCY, OE3BECTHO MPOMAJl B KKHOM
CTOJHUIIE, Ky/la OTIIPABUIICS C TOBAPOM. BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO MYCTHIHHBIE pa30OMHUKN COONA3HU-
JIUCh Ha KJIMHKU U3 YUCTOTO MeTajljia, KOTOpPbIE TOProBell XOTeJ MpojaaTh 10 ce30Ha 3acyxu. Ho Bot
OyKBaJIBHO TPH3Y Ha3al, ero JOCJIeJUMKU OOBSIBIJIM O TMOSIBIICHUU TOpropua B XaityHre. Hayasb-
HUK KOPOJIEBCKOM OX paHbl MBICJIEHHO TioOs1aropapuit Bemukyto [Tpomareps, oberas eii Goratsie qapbl
0 BO3BpAIICHUU Ha ApMEHeIo.

— TeGe ydrie OTBETUTh HA MOU BOIIPOCHI, — OOPATUJICS SPOHHEI] K TOPrOBILY, BIJISIbIBASICh
B €r0 yXMBUISIOIIEECs], U3yPOJOBAHHOE IIPAMaMHU JIUILIO.

— A 10 yTO?

DpoHuell Cy31I [71a3a U Clierka CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY HAOOK, OTYEro JAJIMHHBIE YepHbIe BOJIOCHI, CTS-
HYTBIE B BBICOKHII XBOCT, JIETJIM Ha ILJIEYO.

— I'me neBymika, KOTOPYIO BHIETH PSIIOM C TOOOH? — ¢ OOJbIIEH HACTOMYUBOCTBIO CITPOCHIT
BBICOKHIA 9POHUEI] C HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBBIMU, TI0 )KEHCTBEHHOMY TOHKMMU YepTaMHu.

— He nonmnmaro, 0 KOM ThI.

— BenukonenHo noHuMaelib, — MOHU3WI rojoc Aiap, — HO €CJIM TaK HACTauBaelllb, s OCBEXKY
TBOIO ITAMATh.

OH CHs1JI € nosica CJIOKEHHBI KOPOTKUI XJIBICT, U TIOAHSUT UM NMOAOOPOAOK Xapara.

— Th1 NEHACTBUTENILHO XOYEIllb, YTOOBI 1 IPUMEHHIT CUITY ?

— VK He MyK JIM THI €li, pa3 Tak pbsIHO UIIEIb ee? — BHE3AITHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS TOProBell.

— Jla 3Haems 1 Thl, KTO OHAa?! — Ha4as SpOHMEL, HO BIPYT pe3Ko 3amomnyait. — Eciu kemaenib
COXPaHWTh CBOIO KAaJIKYIO )KU3Hb, PACCKa3bIBall BCE, UTO TeOE U3BECTHO O OEJIOKOXKEl Jieope.

— U He noymato, — 3asiBUJI HAIJIbIi TOPTOBEIL, — [TOKA HE Y3HAI0, UTO TeOe HY)KHO OT OSTJISTHKH.

— OTkypna 3Haelb, 4To OHa OerysTHKa?

— TemHOBOJIOCAs KpacaBHIla TaK TOPOIMIIACH, CJIOBHO 34 HEl MHAJIMCh MIPUCITYKHUKU TeMHOTro
Hapona. JItoO0nbITHO, KOro OHa Tak 0osi1ack, YTO OTIPABIIIACK B caMoe TIeKJIo DpreBaHa?

— IlpenoctaBb 310 MHE, AJap, — BAPYT Pa3[ajicsl BIACTHBIN TOJOC 32 CIMHOW HayaJbHUKA
CTpPaXu, OTYETr0 TOT YAMBJICHHO OOCpHYJICS W, YBUJIEB BOIICHIIETO, TYT K& TMOJUYUHHIICS, IIarHyB
B CTOpPOHY.

Tapx ¢ MHTepecoM paccMaTpuvBall HOBOE JIMIIO, HEBOJILHO MPOHUKASCh YBAKEHUEM M Jaxke
HEKUM CTPaxoM K MepecTyNUBIIEMY ITOPOT €ro JoMa CMYIJIOMY SPOHUMITY. A OH, TOBUAABIIHIA HEMa-
JI0e, PEKO KOTJIa MCIBITBIBAI TO MIPe3pUTeIbHOE YyBCTBO. HesHakomelr, ofeThlil B 6oeBoe obaue-
HUeE, SIBHO MPUBBIK K HEMEJIEHHOMY MOTYMHEHUIO U 3aBEJJOMO BHYIIAJ MOJCITY/IHBIE OMACEHMUSI.

— JleByIiika, KOTOPO#M Thl MPOJAJl CBOUM piKaBblil ammapar, Tak U He nosiBuiiack B [llumapane.
Ocrarky ManMHbBl OOHAPYKEHBI HEMOJAJIEKY OT CTOJHUIIBL. ['0OBOPH, ¢ KEM PEelInI MOETUTHCS JI0ObI-
yeri? Y MeHs ecTh BCe OCHOBaHHMS T0JIaraTh, YTO Thl MPHJIOKHUII K STOMY CBOIO PYKY, a OHa y Te0sl,
BUHO, JIMIIHSS, pa3 MOCMeEN.

— OTKyza Takve CBeAeHHUs? — CIPOCHIT TOPTOBEl] C AEP3KOM YXMBLUIKOW, KOTOpast TYT XKe Clie-
TeJa, CTOMJIO €My HATOJIKHYTbCSI Ha YEPHBIN B3IJIsI/T HE3HAKOMIIA.

— V3Harth, Ky/ia rporna’a jieopa, 1ej10 BpeMeHH, TOJIbKO BOT €CJIA OHA MOCTPaJaeT — s UICTPeOio
BECh TBOU pox!

— Jato k1TBY ApXyHa, 51 He IPUYACTeH K €€ UCUe3HOBEHUIO, — ME/IJICHHO BBITOBOPHIT Tapx.

— Torma kT0? — 337411 TYT %€ BOIPOC HE3HAKOMEII.

Toproser B3BelMBaI Bce 32 U MPOTUB. ECM OH pacckaeT — MOCTPa/IaeT ero ceMbsi, eciu
MIPOMOJTYUT — MOCTPAJAET ellle paHbIIIe.
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— Ilocnennmii pa3 s Buaen ee B CyMuHpaile. .. — HAKOHell, CAAJICs XapaT U IOTOM JOOABHII, —
B KayecTBe paObIHU.

I'maza spoHumiickoro BOMHA 3aropesiuch HexopoumuM cBetoM. FOxkHasi cronmma criaBuIach
CBOMM HEBOJIbHUYBMM PBIHKOM JAJIEKO 32 MpeAeaaMu JpieBaHa. MbICib, YTO MPUHLIECCA OKA3aJIach
B rapeMe OIHOTO M3 CHHEKOXMX paOOBJIa/IeNbleB, JAOBOIMIA €r0 A0 COCTOSHUS HEBMEHSEMOCTH.
CxaB ¢ CWJION KyJIaKM, OH 3a/1aJ1 MIOCJIEIHANA BOPOC:

— WM KTO ke TOT CMEpPTHUK, YTO MOCMeJ MPHUHIIECCY ApPMEHEH NMPEeBpaTUTh B MIPYIIKY IS
3a0aBbl?

Toprosel 3amep, OKPYIVIMB I71a3a, AJIs1 HETO OKa3aJloCh MOTPSICEHUEM, YTO AEBYIIIKA PHHA/I-
Jie’alia MOTYIIECTBEHHOW KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbE, TIOTOM BCE € CMOTI BHITOBOPHUTD:

— EnvHOKpOBHBI 6pat KOpoJisi, HeOe3bI3BeCTHBIH MOTyKpOBKa 31Xal.

keksk

S mpuroToBMIack K XyImeMy, HO MOM OKHMIaHUsI He ONpaBAasvich. Bee okaszanochk ene xyxe,
yeM MorJia cebe MpeICTaBUTh. 3arpeMeB IeNsIMU, TOAHSIIACH KeJle3Hast pereTka. Paznancs yxacaio-
WA PBIK )KMBOTHBIX, ¥ HA apeHY U3 TEMHOTHI IIPOEMa OJIVH 32 IPYTUM BBICTYITAJIH TUKUE XUITHUKH —
karu6asbl. Hy koHeuHo, kto xke eme! Hert, s ommoOnach. 1o ObUTH XUIIHUIIBL, U BCE OHU BBITTISIICITH
U3PSITHO TJI0X0. OTOIABIIMMU HACTONBKO, YTO MPOCTYNaIN pedpa, OOTSHYThIE KOXKEH CO CBaISIB-
1Ierics rpsiI3HOM mepcThio. Ha 1iee kak 0¥ Brces OIIeHUK C MIUIMaMU, K KOTOPOMY OblTa TIpUKper-
nieHa Tspkenas uenb. Camasi KpyrnHasi ocoOb yCTaBUJIaCh HA MEHST HEMUTAIOIIUM TOJIOJHBIM B3IJISOM.
C ee OTKPBITOI B 'PO3HOM OCKaJle TIACTHU Karaia Bsi3Kasi cmoHa. Hy 4To 5k BbI Tak MO3IHO, 10 BaC TYT
ObL1a O/IHa AaMOYKa, MacTep Mo CyMO, TaK BOT Ha Hee Obl TAK X CMOTpPENU. A UTO C MEHS B3SITh?

Ho sxuBoTHBIE ymMau no-apyromy. Mcxosst CIIIOHOM, OHM TPUOIMKAINCH, MEIEHHO CKUMAast
Kpyr. VIX cenualibHO iepKajii Ha CTPOroy JUeTe, Kak pa3 [yisi TAKOro BOT cityvasi. Benukas Mateps,
s ke He CMOTy TIOMYMHHTH Beex 3Tux 3Bepeit! [Ipocto He ycnero! §1 Gpocuia npomanbHbi B3Is
Ha 3uxaba. Cyns no ero 0OeCloKOEHHOCTH — JeJI0 Moe Tuioxo. BoH kak 3anepBHMuan. KoHewHo,
s1 coOMpasach MpojAaTh CBOIO XKU3Hb, KaK MOKHO Jopoxke. Tak jerko He caamcs. JlomkeH ke ObITh
BBIXOJI, HO TIO Mepe MPUOIMKEHUs )KUBOTHBIX, MOSI YBEPEHHOCTb U PELIMMOCTD MOCTENEHHO TasLTH.
U Bce xe 51 monpoOoBaja OCTAHOBUTD KPYITHYIO XMIITHHUITY, KOTOPast BHICTYIMIIA BIIEpEIH BCEX, MTOCHI-
Jlasi Ha Hee HEeBUMMYIO BOJIHY. Ta OCTaHOBMIIACh, TPO3HO pblua, CIIOBHO MPEayNpexaas, uyTo ¢ Hel
IIyTKH TUI0XU. la TYT Kak-To U He 10 oMopa. Llenoit Ob ocTaThesl.

Sl mpuroroBmsach K JIIOOOMY MCXOAYy, aKKyMYJIMpYs B pyKax ouepefHou 3apsj. ’KMBOTHBIE
HACTOPOKUJIHCH, OIEPUITHCH. DTU 3BEpH, 00J1a1as1 HETI0KUHHON CHJION U COOOPa3UTETLHOCTBIO, UyB-
CTBOBAJIM OMACHOCTb, HO TOJIOJ] TOJIKAJI MX Ha HeoOyMaHHbIe eicTBrs. CamKa Karnbasa mpuxanach
K 3eMJIe, TOTOBasi B OMH MPBUKOK PACIIPaBUTHCS CO MHOM. Sl cMOTperna B KeJThle I1a3a U BHesa
B HUX CBOIO CMEPTb, 9Ta CaMKa He CTaHeT MOBUHOBAThcsl MHe. CITUIIIKOM HeoOy3/1aH, ouTH 6e3yMeH
ObLT ee B3MIsA. Brekomas jkeaHreM YTOJMTh HEMPeK pallalomuiics oo, OHa ABUTaIach MOJ0OHO
ABTOMATU3MPOBAHHOIN MaIllMHE, 3aIporpaMMHUpPOBAHHON Ha yowiicTBa. JKaka KpoBH pyKOBOIMJIA
ee CO3HaHWeM, JJO KOTOPOro HeBO3MOXHO ObUIO MpoOUThCA. $1 BCTama B OOOPOHUTEBHYIO TIO3U-
1110, C PEIIIMMOCTBIO CTOSITh JI0 KOHILIA, MOAHSIB B pyKax Med. XHITHUIA OpOochIach BIepe, METSCh
CMEPTOHOCHBIMH KJIBIKAMH B 111e10. MHe yzanoch uygoMm yuenets. Kpaem rasa HaOmonas qBrKeHe
CO CTOPOHBI, 5 moayMaia: «MHue koHelr!» Ternieps 1 [pyrue MOIKIIOYIUCH, YTOOI pacTep3aTh MeHs,
Y IIPUTOTOBUJIACH ATh OTIIOP, MBICJIEHHO COCPEA0TAUYMBASICh HA SHEPIUH, HO CTPAHHO, YTO CTPAIIIHOTO
yZapa Tak 1 He nocjeoBaiio. $1 yBuziena, Kak oJHa 3Bepiora MOJTHUEHOCHO OPOCHIIach K aTakyloIei
caMKe, TIepeKpbiBasi cOOOM MyTh KO MHE. OHM CLENMUINCh B OAMH KOoM. [locybimanace yxacawormas
Kako(hOHUSI 3BYKOB, BKJIIOUAIOIIAst B ce0s ppluaHue, BU3T, peB U mmnenue. He nonennm o6en?

Sl crasa MeAJEHHO MATUTHCSA Ha3aj, BOCIOJB30BABIIMCh MOMEHTOM, IOKA C YIUBJIEHUEM
He 3acTbua. Camelr, a 3To ObUT UMEHHO OH, C TOpOATHIM HAJIIEPCTKOM SIPKO-OPaHKEBOTO 1IBETA C SIPO-
CTBIO JOKA3bIBAJI CBOE JIUAEPCTBO, 3aCTABJISISA JIAOW HU3KO MPUTHOATHCS K 3eMJIE CAMKY U HEe TI03BO-
JIsis1 €l HalacThb, M B TO K€ BpeMs He HAHOCs €l CMepTeJIbHBIX paH. BuenuBImMch KJIBIKaMu B 1II€I0,
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OH W3/1aBajl HU3KUI U TPO3HBIN PBHIK, YeM OKOHYATETbHO YTUXOMUPWUII ee, MOAUMHSIS U BRIHYKas ee
MoJI3aTh 4yTh JIM He Ha *kuBoTe nepen HUM. Korsapa! Kak? Kakum oOpa3oMm Tl OKazaicsi ceromHs
31€Ch, B LIEHTPE apeHbI?

Karu6au1, BO3BbIIIasICh, OKWHYJI TPO3HBIM B3IJISIOM TOIIMX CAMOK, CJIOBHO MPEIypekaasi, YTo
mo0asi IONbITKAa HABPEAUTh MHE, Oy/IEeT KECTOKO Kaparbcsi. UyBCTBYsI CHITy caMIla, OHUM HEJOBOJIBHO
(bIpKaIIN, HO HE CMEJIM KO MHE MPHOIMKAThCSI, OCOOEHHO TMOCJIe TOTO, KaK MX MPeABOAUTEIbHUIIA
ObL1a HU3BepKeHa. Ternepb OH ISt HUX cTall BOkakoM. OnacHOCT MUHOBaJIA. V1 CHOBa KOTsipa BBIPY-
yri1. YyBCTBO GIaroqapHOCTH MEPENONHSIO MEHSs, YKe U3PSAHO MOAYCTABIIYIO OT TAKUX CTPECCOB.
OTIycTUB CaMKy, OH pa3BEpHYJICS U, IIyPsiCh OT COJHIIA, MOAOIIEN 1 TIOJIOKHUII TOJIOBY Ha MOE TUIEYO.
41 nackoBO mpmKasack, OOHSB 3a 1€, ¥ MOTePJIach MIEKOH O MyIIUCTYIO MOPAY.

— I'ne e ThI mponajai, KOTUK, a?

B otBer noBombHbIN phIK. [Toxoxe, oH ciepoBai 3a MHOM 10 camoro [llumapana, rae v ObLT
MOMMaH KOPOJIEBCKUMH OXOTHHKAMU U JIOCTABJIEH B TTOJBAJIBI ApEHBI /17151 yBecesieHrst ToambL. $1 mac-
KOBO 3aIyCTHJIa MAJIbIIbl B 3arPUBOK, OTYETO 3BEpIora NIyMHO 3aypyaji. Ero MypibikaHbe OTOHYIIO
B BCIUIECKe TojocoB. ['ynena Bcst apeHa. S TyT oco3Hasa, 4To KO MHE BEpHYJIach peub, HO y MEHs
Y MBICITI HE BO3ZHHKJIO TIPEAYIIPEAUTh KOOI O 3aroBope. Bo-mepBbix, ITyM apeHbl He TO3BOJISLI,
HE TaKue Y MEeHsI TOJIOCOBBIE JAHHbIE, YTOOBI IEPEKPUYATh €T0, & BO-BTOPBIX, OCTAHABJIMBAJIO MPHUCYT-
cTBUe padbIHb. Y 3uxaba pyka Obl He APOrHYJa. A elre s MOHsJIa, YTO MPOIIIa MPOBEPKY Ha BIIIH-
BOCTh. TO, 4TO Karndan — oNnuIeTBOpeHue Oora BOWHBI ApXyHa, 3aCTYIHIICS 32 MEHsI, OHU BOCIIPH-
HSUIM Kak Xopoinuil 3Hak. He moiimerns 3tux nukapeit. To KJISTHYT ramMmappou, Ha 4eM CBET CTOUT, TO
BEJIMYAIOT MIAWPOH, OJIAarOCIOBJICHHOW OOTaMH.

o psinam npokaTuiack BoHa ogoopenus. [locnenuuii nens Benmkux Urp 6bi1 03HaMeHOBaH
MOKPOBUTEILCTBOM A PXyHa, 2 3TO 03HAYaJI0, YTO BHIIIEANIHE B (DUHAJI TEPOU MPOCIIABSITCS HA MHOTHE
IIUKJTBbI, & UCTOPUS O OEJIOKOKEH JKEHIIMHE U KarrOasie, CO BpeMEeHeM MPUYK pallleHHas! M UCKaKeHHas,
MPEBPATUTCS B HACTOSIIYIO JIETECHTY.

Hapon notpe6oBas CHATUSA MacKu C JIMIa, HO HACMHUKH 31xada ObICTPO YBEJIM MEHS C TUIO-
maaku. Hamocnenok s1 6pocuia B3risia Ha Kotsapy. OOsi3aTesIbHO €ro BHIpYUy, elle He 3Halo Kak,
HO He OocTaBio ero. HaBcTpeuy MHe yxke BBIXOOUIN (PMHAIUCTHI, BIIEPEIN KOTOPBIX, BO BCEOPYKHUH,
mrent Aiiriiam. CKBO3b BO3MYIIEHHBIN T'YJI, s yCIbIIIANa, KaK OOBSBISUTN O TPOAOIKEHUN COPEBHOBA-
HUIA, HO CTOMJIO TepOsIM MOIIPUBETCTBOBATh MYOIMKY, KaK OHA TYT K€ MepeKJII0YnIach Ha HuX. Brie-
peau 0XMAaIach 3aKJII0UMTEbHASI U camasi KpoBaBasi OUTBa.

— CnaBHO BBICTYNHJIA, — MPOU3HEC 31Xad POBHBIM IOJIOCOM, 51 ObI Jake CKazasa OyTHUYHHM,
KOrJa s TUTIOXHYJ1ach O€3 CHJT Ha coce/iHee CUECHHE.

[Nouemy-To Takas Ge3pa3nuyuHasi peakiys 3a1es1a 3a )KUBOe, HO s CMOJTYasia, THEBHO CKaB IyObl.
Boxns-nonykpoBky He nepeaenaeinb. CBoell ienu oH goctur. Ternepb Oepyu TeIIeHbKUM KOPOJIS.
A T0, uTO OH Gpartel, Menoub. KpoBHBIE y3bI HUUETr0 He 3HAYMIIM B 3TOM JKECTOKOM, HACKBO3b ITPO-
THUBIIEM MUpe. A sl BCEro JIMIIb MHCTPYMEHT, JABUTATENb €T0 «BEHIETThI», €CIIM MECTh POAHOMY
Opartily MOKHO Ha3BaTh TAKOBOW. JKeslaHKe BJIaCTBOBATH MPEBBIIIE KAKUX-TO KPOBHBIX y3. Hy, X0Tb
Yupura paga Mmoemy nosiBiieHn0. OHa He3aMeTHO MOJIOKIIIA PyKY Ha MOe IIJIeYO U JIETOHBKO CKaia,
cioBHo ytemas. Crasio jerde. Ternepb s1 ¢ UHTEPeCOM CMOTpeJia Ha HOBBIN OOM.

A¥ilaM BeJl CTpaHHYI0 TaKTUKY, HE TIPUCYIIYI0O MEHTAIMTETY SpJeBaHIaM, HO OYEHb JIaxe
a(ppekTuBHYI0. DTOT OOI OBLIT KAk bl 32 ce0s1, HO Yy HETO MOy IUIOCh OO bETMHUTH HECKOJIBKUX BOU-
HOB, ¥ OHM BMECTEe CMOTJIM ITPOTHBOCTOATh ofuHOuYKaM. Kakoii xe on ymamna! Y Yuputsl Onecrenu
r1a3a oT HaOeXaBIKX CJie3, HO 3TO ObUIM CJIE3bl TOPIOCTH 32 MyXka. AHIIIaM MPOIBUTrajcs BHepes,
npopy0ast ME4OM J0pOry, a ABa IPyrux Xapara CIyXuid eMy IUTaMy. Tak OH Harogooue yepenaxu
B MaHIMpe, MeAJIEHHO, HO BepHO Mpodupaics K nodene. BepHee, K BEHKY U3 CIIJIETEHHBIX 1[BETOB
C [UIMHHBIMU CTEOJISIMU, OYeHb HANIOMHMHAIOIIMX W3/1ajieka Oesble KyBUIMHKUA. CMENTHO, KOHEYHO,
Oynet HaOMoAaTh, KaK I'PO3HBIN BOMH HAJICHET €r0 Ha T'OJIOBY, HO BITOJIHE OOBSCHUMO. JKHBBIE IIBETHI
cTOMJIM OACHOCIIOBHO JIOPOr0O, HO y BEHKa CYIIECTBOBAJIO ellie OnHO 3HaueHue. Ecnu y xapara ume-
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Jach M30paHHMIIA, OH MOT HaJeTh €ro Ha TOJIOBY JIEBYIIKM — M Ta HE MOIJIa OTKa3aTh, AaXe, eCIIH
Obl1a HeCBOOOIHA.

JleBoro HamapHuKa 3alenuiao. Yaap OCTpMEM Meda IO CYXOXKWIMAM MOoApe3all ero, Kak
SITHEHKA, U He TI03BOJIIJI eMy MOAHAThCS Ha Horu. Ho, moxoske, Aliama ObUIo yke He ocTaHOBUTh. OH
¢ etrie OOJIBIIMM yCepAreM ITPOUHIIAl ceOe My Th, KJiajis rociie ceOs MmepTBenioB. CTpaliHoe, U B TO ke
BpeMs 3axBaThIBalolee MyX 3penuine. Bricokmil xapar B 00€BBIX JOCTeXax, OONMUTHINA Yy)KOW Kpo-
BbIO, XJIATHOKPOBHO IIIEJ K LIEJIU. 3PUTENISIM 3TO HPaBUWIJIOCh. Kaslb BOMHOB, OTJAIOIIMX CBOU KU3HU
pamu 3a0aBbl, HO, B TO € BpeMs, S pajoBajach 3a AMIIaMa W BCell MYIION Xkejana emy moOebl.
Yupura He yaepKanach OT UCIyTaHHOTO BO3IJIACA, KOTJa MOCTICAHUI )KUBOM AT COXUILTMMA T1aJl TOJT
HATHCKOM COTNEpHUKOB. OCTaBasMCh CYMTAHHBIE IIAry 1Mo Mooe/bl. JIMIo XapaTa 0XKeCTOUMIIOCh, U OH
C KPUKOM TOAPYOMIT IBOMX OAHUM yaapoMm. CremyiomeMy OH rnepepe3al IJIOTKY U, He OCTaHABJIMBA-
sICh HM Ha OpH ]I, BOTKHYJI M€Y IO PYKOSITh B TpyAb Apyromy. OH He cTall A0CTaBaTh OPYyKHUE U3 TUIOTH,
ocelaBIel Ha MecOoK. BhIXBaTWII Me4 M3 HOKEH YMHPAIOIIETO Y BHITYCTHJI BHYTPEHHOCTH TOCTIE-
HEeMy BOMHY, UTO ocTajics Ha nojie 6os. Illarasick, OH ocMOTpesics, 4To Jaioch emMy ¢ TpyaoM. KpoBb
Y TIOT 3aUtMBaITH 1a3a. OcnadeBInnii OT paH, (MMOX0%ke, KPOBb BUHENACH HE TOJIBKO Uy:Kasi, HO M CBOSI)
OH JIOCTHT JIO’)a KOPOJIsl, CHSUI IIUIEM U yIaJl Ha OJJHO KOJIEHO. Med MociyKuil eMmy Onopom.

— Benmukuil 1 BceMorymmii cux, JOCTOMH JIM sI YeCTU MPUHATH OT Bac Harpaxy? — CMUPEHHO
MIPOXPUIIENT BOWH, HU3KO CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY.

A 51 BOT ¢ OECITIOKOMCTBOM IMOAyMaJia, He TIOTOMY JIM, UTO Tak ocjad?

CuxBapiar crmycTujIcs K Xapary, Aep’a BeHOK B pykax. Hapon Bo3mmKkoBas, HO OHSATAsI pyKa
KOPOJISI €70 yTUXOMHUPHIIA.

— Tomaumucsk ¢ xoneH, JocroiiHenmuii. Bolbille HUKTO, KpOMe MEHsI, He MOXeT TpeOoBaTh
oT TeOs1 pekJIoHeHns1. OTHBIHE s1 HA3HAYalo0 TeOsI CaMpaKoOM BBICIIIETO PaHTa U Japylo TUIOIOPOIHbIE
3eMJIM JI0 KOHIIA TBOe *ku3HU. CliaBa TBOMM IpeAKaM, B3PaCTUBIIMM MOTy4ero Bousa. [1ycts Bo3-
PaIyIoTCsl OHU B CBSIIIIEHHBIX YepTorax ApxyHa, ¥ IycTh JIMK Benuyaiiiero o3aput pagocTs.

Afiiam cMor MOJHSITHCS, OMUPASCh HA MeY, U BBIIPSIMUIICS, YTOOBI PUHATH Harpany. 5 mepe-
Besa B3MIs Ha Yupurty, Ta 3a0blia, Kak AblaTh. bieaHas, oHa He MpoIycKaia HU CJIOBa, YTO pas-
HOCHJIHCh T10 apeHe, YCHJICHHBIE 9XOM.

— IIpocwu, uro xouenib, JJoCTONHENIINT caMpak, 51 BBITIOIHIO JIIOOYIO TBOIO MPOCHOY, — TPOMKO
oOpaTuIICcs 9pAeBaHCKUI KOPOJIb K Xapary.

— V MeHs ecTb TOJNBKO OJHO KeJlaHWe, BEPHYTh CBOIO KEHIIMHY. MO0 COHXH, KIYIIyIO
peOeHKa, HACUJTHHO YBeJH B paOCTBO. S He 3HaI HUYero o ee cyapoe, MO0 caM HaXOOWJICS B HEBOJIE.
Ho o Bonie ApxyHa Mbl CHOBA BCTPETHIIHCH.

Kak xe HemocrossHHa Maryiika PopTyHa WM Kak Obl CKa3aid pJeBaHIb — U3MEHUYMBas
ooruHst MoppuBa, KoTopast n300pakaeTrcs Ha (ppecKkax C IIECThI0 ayubUMHU Jlarnamu. VIMEeHHO OHa
CIIETaeT ¥ PYKOBOIUT HUTSMHU CyIbObl. Be3BOJBbHBIN pad B OHOYACHE CTAHOBHUTCS 3HATHBIM BEJIb-
Moskeit. JIuib Ha 3TOW AUKOW TIIaHeTe, TAe MPU3HAETCS TOJIbKO CHJIA, BO3MOKHO TaKoe.

— W rne xe ona? Takast cuiibHasi KpOBb HE JI0JKHA TPephIBaThCs. Thl XOUeIb OCBOOOIUTH ee?

— DT0 MOe eIMHCTBEHHOE XkeslaHue. BepHyTh ee U ChiHa, KOTOPOTro s TaK ¥ HE YBUE.

— Yro e, 3aKOHHOE JeJIaHUe, U s eT0 UCIIOHIO. ApXyH O1aroBOJIMT TeOe, BeJIMKUI BOWH, ITyCTh
POI TBOM MHOXKHUTCS BO CJIaBy DpiieBaHa.

Afimam ¢ 6;1aroqapHOCTBIO CKJIOHMIT TOJIOBY TEper] KOPOJIEM.

— ITo3BonbTe pa3aenuTh ¢ Hel pagocTh MOOEbl M HA/IETh Ha TOJIOBY BEHOK.

— Omna Haxomgures 3aech? YUto x ThI MoTuniis? Benu ee!

Aiimam oOBen I71a3aMu apeHy M OCTaHOBWJI B3IJIsAJ HA HaileM OajkoHe. UupuTa BIENHMIIACH
najJbllaMd B MO€ I1JIe40, YTOOBI TOJIBKO He ymacTh. $1 Toxke OblTa B3BOJHOBAaHA, 3aTauB JIbIXaHHE.
CrpamHoi cKka3ke HaCTYIUT CKOPO KOHell. AMIiaM, Kak MCTUHHBIA MPHUHII, CIIACET CBOKI0 BO3JI00-
JIEHHYI0 OT HECUACTHOW Y4acTd U OyAyT OHU JKHUTh AOJTO U CYACTIIMBO, JIyIIa B AYIIY, U HATUIOAST
ere Ky4y 3J0poBbIx geTuinek. S ynsionynace. [Ipeacrasisio ceituac MuHy 31uxada, y KOTOpPOTo MoKa
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TOJIBKO JIOTQAKHM ONYKAadu MO JUIly. A AWIaM yxe IIej K Hailed Jioxe, 4ToOsl yBect Uupury
3a COOOI.

— Ecnu XoTh ¢710BO 000 MHE MJTH TOCTIONKE CJIETHUT C TBOHMX I'y0, ThI OOJIbIIIE HUKOTA HE YBU/IUIIIb
ChIHa, — TUXO CKa3as 31uxa0d, He IOBOpauMBasi rojIoBbl K Ynpure.

Ta mobnenHena u coracHo kKuBHYyJa. Korma Aifimam yBoami ee U3 JIoka, OHA 3ajepKaiach
1 Opocuia MPOITAJIbHBIN B3I HAa MeHsl. S mompOopuia ee yIbIOKOH.

— S mpucMoTpIO 32 MaJIBIIIOM, — NooOeIaa 51, BUJIs, KaK OHa KOJeOIeTcsl U He MOKET IPUHSTh
petuenue. — Unu!

U ona noeepmiia MHe 6e30roBopouHo. Box b ctucHyn 3yosl. Eme 6v1! Ero nuimanu paObiHy,
¥ OH HUYEro He MOTr u3MeHuTh. Ero B3ms, OpomeHHbI Bees yxoasimei Yupure, He mpeaBerat
HUYET0 XOPOILEro, CJIOBHO FTOBOPUJL: €1IIe HE Bevep.

A Hapop yxe Bo3MIamay nmoOeauTeNsl BeIMKUM BOMHOM U JKeJlal eMy U ero M30paHHHUIIe
JONTUX JIET KU3HU, OChINasi OJIArOCJIOBEHHYIO Mapy MOHETaMH. §l JMIb TMXO pagoBaiach 3a HHX,
HO cepIie CKUMaslach OT IIPeAdyBCTBUS HecyacTbs. Yto 3agyman 3uxad? CerogHs cronuna OyaeT
T'yeTh OT Mpa3IHUKA, KOPOJb MPUKa3al KaK CIeAyeT OTMETUTDb N0OeLy. 3HAUUT, ¥ BO ABOPIIE TOXE
OyleT MpoXoauTh MUpIIECTBO. 3uxaly MPUKa3aHO BeUyepoM MPUBECTH MeHs K Kopomo. ToT coBcem
He Oy/IeT TOTOB K IMpeaTeNbCTBY. Tak MM MHave, CerofiHst BCE PEeLIUTCS.

Benukas Marepsb, He octaBb koposis u LllepBara, momoru um!
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I'maBa 2

Hac Benu o [yimHHOMY KOpHIOPY, OCBeIlieHHOMY dhakesiamu. [lake ABMKyIasicst TeHb OT THO-
KHX SI3bIKOB IIJTAMEHHM Ka3aJlach MHE BCTPEBOXEHHOM. $1 MbITagach pOBHO ABIIIATh U HE TEPAThH CHO-
KoiicTBUe. Moe JIMLIO ¥ MPaKTUYECKH OOHAKEHHYIO (PUTypy 3aKpbIBaJl JJO IIAT MOITYITPO3PAYHBIN T1a-
TOK. 31Xa0 CHOBA OMEH 11 JIMYMHY, Ha3BABLIMCh KOPOJIEBCKOM CTpaske CHIHOM TOproBua. B xymnkoit
(urype IOHOIIM CJIOKHO ObLIO MPU3HATH OMBITHOrO BoMHA. M3janeka paszgaBainch MeIOJUYHbIE
3BYKH, I1PU HaILIeM NPUOIMKEHUN CTaHOBUBLIMECS Bce rpomue. S tymasna o Yupure u Aiimame. OHU
nocyie 60eB MPHUIILTH 3a0paTh Masbla, HO 3uxad otkasai. Korna AiimaM nonpo6oBait HaCTOSTh MTPU
MIOMOIIIY CUJIbl, BOX/Ib IIPUTPO3KJI YOUTh peOeHKa, HO IIPH TOM YBEPUJI, UTO 3aBTpa B LIEJIOCTH OTAACT
€ro. JTO elle pa3 NOATBEPKIANIO0, YTO BOXK/b HAMEPEH COBEPILUTD ITPEJATENILCTBO CETOAHS.

Korga mbl BollUIM B OFPOMHBII 3aJ1 ¢ BBICOKMMU KaMEHHBIMU CBOJIAMH, OCBELLIEHHbI OTHEM
U3 TUIOCKUX Yalll, pa3IHUK ObUI B CAMOM pasrape, HO My3blKa cpasy ke cMoikja. Te, KTo Haxo-
AWJICS B TIOMEIEHNH, TOBEPHYJIU T'OJIOBBI K HaM, KTO C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, KTO C 6€3pa3inireM, HO Kak
TOJIBKO B30p Kacajics Moel (burypsl, 1ja3a Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX OCOO 3aropajich OXUBJICHUEM.
BuHo, ci1yXx 0 HEOOBIYHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX HOBOM HAJIOKHUIIBI KOPOJISI PACIIPOCTPAHUIICS IO JBOPILY
Y HUKOTO HE OCTaBWJI PAaBHOLYIIHBIM. Moi B3I MeTascs OoT (purypsl K (purype, mneltasch 3atie-
NIATHCSI 32 3HAKOMBIH C IeTCTBa 00pa3, HO Tak M He Hamen ero. [llepsara B 3ase He 6bU10. MBICIEHHO
st noonarogapuna [Ipomareps Bcero CyIiero u craia yxe CliokoiHee OCMaTpUBaThCsl.

CuxBaprar Bocceal Ha TPOHE M3 3BEPHHBIX LIKYP, OKPYKEHHbI OOHaKEHHBIMU HAJIOXKHU-
ramu. Cpezin BCEro 3Toro BETHUKA XKEHIIMH U3 Pa3HBIX pac C yAMBJICHUEM OOHapYyK1Ia CBOIO HeJJaB-
HIOIO IPOTUBHUILY — ByTeKaHKy. Koposb Obu1 ertie Tem modutesnem sk30TKH. OH nofgascs BHepe,
C ’KaJIHBIM MHTEPECOM OCMaTpUBasi MEHS C I'OJIOBbI [0 HOT.

— $1 Tak nonaraio, T0 MOM JIOTO/IaHHBIH MOIAPOK ? — C YIOBJIETBOPEHUEM B I'OJIOCE OTMETHI
Cuxsapuar.

— DTa JeByIlIKa — eAMHCTBEHHAs! B CBOEM poJie M OHa OeclieHHa, — OTBEeTHI 3uxal.

[MpexpacHas *KeHIIMHA-aJIbOMHOC U3 packl OPOI0, CU/IEBIIIAst B CTOPOHE OT TPOHA BIIPYT PE3KO
BCKMHYJIa T0JIOBY U 3amepia. Ee m1a3za HanogHUIUCh UCITYTOM.

— Yro THI X0YeIlIb 3TUM CKa3aTb, Toproeen? Vm HabuBaems neHy csoet padbine? Hy uro X,
Thl MOXEIlIb TPEOOBATh CTOJILKO KPAaXOB, CKOJIBKO CMOXEIIb YHECTH.

I'pyOblii U rPOMKHIA CMeX KOPOJIS MOCITY KU CUTHAJIOM IS €ro NMoAgaHHbIX. OHU MoAepKaIu
€ro CBOMM 3JIOPA/IHBIM XMXHUKaHbEM M C ellle OOJBIIMM MHTEPECOM CTaJI HAaOMoIaTh 32 peaKkiyei
3uxaba. VcTvHHbBIE TPUABOPHbIE MPUXBOCTHU, KOPMSAIIMECS C PYK BCECWJIBHOIO Xo3siMHa. CTOMT
TOJIBKO TIOMEHSATHCSA BJIACTH — M OHU TYT K€ TOTOBBI JIM3aTh HOI'M APYTOMY TOCHOJMHY.

Bosx b MIIIb ¢ yCMENIKO# MOKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI TOTOM POBHO CTaTh, U YCTPEMIT BBI3BIBAIOIINI
B3IVIS1/1 HA KOPOJIAL.

— 51 moBTOpIO: IEBYIIKA HE MOXET ObITh MpoAaHa. OHa MPOCTO HE UMEET LIEHHI.

Cwmex pesko npepsaics. C HETOBOJILCTBOM XMYPSICh, KOPOJIb PSBKHYII:

— 41 He ocabiuanca?! Tel npuBen ciofa paObHIO, YTOOBI MHE 3TO cKa3aTh? CMeeT JIu Takon
YepBsIK, Kak Thbl, OTBEYATh OTKA30M CBOEMY KOPOJIIO?

— S muib ckazall, 4TO He XOTeJl POoAABaTh JIEBYIIKY, MHE OHA M caMa MPUIJISHYJIACh.

— Kakoro..? — CuxBapuiar gaxe NpUIIOJHSAICA C TPOHA, JIEPXKach 3a MOMJOKOTHUKU. — YepHb
Npe3peHHast, Ja Kak Thl cMeellb?! — B3peBe yke MOPAIKOM 3aXMeJIEBIINN KOPOJlb.

Sl B3AporHyna. Yik CIMIIKOM cTpaiieH ObUl KOpOJib B CBOEM I'HEBE.

3uxal ycMexHYJICS.

— Ho s He no6aBu1, 4TO paObIHIO MOKHO BBIUTPATh B MOEUHKE.

Kazanocsk, cTeHbl ABOpLa HE BbIAEPKAT XOXOTa KOPOJIS U €ro CBUTHL. BbiTHpas ciesy ¢ yria
r1a3a, Cuxsapiuar, BCe elle AaBsch OT CMeEXa, CIIPOCHIL:
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— VX He Thl JIN, TOProBell, Opocaerib MHE BbI30B? XOUelllb OCIIOPUTH MOE IIPABO Ha OEIOKOKYIO
3eMJISIHKY 7

— Tak kak mpopaBath ee 51 He HaMepeH, TO MPEANOYNTAIO 32 Hee APaThCsl.

Koposns Hexoporo Tak 3aymnbsioancs.

— A 310 ke uHTEpecHo. KisiHych 3a TaKyIo HAarjIoCTh He yOUTh cpa3y. A eclii CMOKeIIlb 103a-
0aBUTh MEHSI, TAK U KM3Hb COXPaHIO. [IpaThcs 32 HAJIOKHUILY — TAKOTO y MEHs ellie He ObLIO pa3BJie-
YeHUs U $, MOXKaTyH, COIAlTyCh HAa TBOM YCJIOBUS, TOprogell. M kakoe ke Tl OpyKue MpearnoynTa-
emp?

— Bame BenmyecTBo, sydirie BCero Bbl BIajieeTe MEUOM, €ro 51 M BHIOepy.

— CraHoBHTCS Bce MHTepecHee. Thl MHE HPABUIIILCS, HATJIEL.

Koponb nonHsiiics, 3acinoHsst orpoMHON (PUTypOii TPOH U, TUIABHO BHIHUMAsI U3 HOKEH OpYykKHe
MIPUBBIYHBIM JBHKEHHEM, HaYall MEJIEHHO CITYCKAThCs TI0 CTYIEHSIM BHU3.

— Iloka 51 pa3BieKkaloch ¢ 3TUM HaxaJloM, HUKTO HE CMEET BMEIINBAThCS, — CTPOrO-HACTPOTrO
MPUKA3aJ OH CTpake.

3rxad MpayHO YJIBIOHYJICS U C TOTOBHOCTBIO MPUHSLT MY U3 PYK MOJOIIEIIIEro CTPaXKHHUKA.
Benukas Mateps, Heyxeu 310 npoucxoaut? Heyxenu ceiiyac ogun 6par yobeT qpyroro?

Cuxpapiuar ynapui ¢ TakoW CUJIOH, YTO 3BYK COIPUKOCHOBEHHS OPYIUI ONIYLIWJ, a TIOTOM
3bIYHBIM, BUOPHPYIOIIMM 3XOM 3aTepsijicsl B BHICOKMX CBOJAX 3aJla U MocTeneHHo ytux. Ho 3uxabd
BBICTOS1JI, OOJIee TOTrO, CJAEAYIOIIUM BBINAJA0M OH YAMBWI KOposs. ToT momaTHyscs, efe caepkuBast
yzap, ¥ 03aJa4eHHO IJISTHYJ Ha TIPOTHUBHUKA.

— Kro Th1? — 3a1a1 Bonpoc Toprosity Cuxsapiar. — Takue 10HIIbI, KaK Thl, HE CIOCOOHBI Jiep-
JKaTb OpPykHe B pyKax, Jla ¥ TOJIOC TBOM MHE BHavaJle MOKA3aJICs 3HAKOMBIM. . .

— ¥V MeHs ObUIO TIOYYHTEIbHOE MPOIILJIOe, — PacTSIruBasi ryObl B KPUBOW YXMBUIKE, OTBETHI
BOX[Ib. — Briarogapst eMy s M cTaj TakuM.

OmnycTuB Med, OH CHSUI JIMUMHY. 3aJl axHyJ, cpa3y y3HaB B TOPro.lie MOTyKpoBKY. Koposb
HE CMOT CAepkKaTh yIUBJICHHUE.

— Te1?! — BBIIOXHYJI OH, CIIOBHO CIUIEBBIBAS.

— 3napaBcTByi, Oparell. Buxy, Tl MHE He paji.

— YT0 32 Urphl T B3AyMaJl BECTU CO MHOM?

— ¢ Bcero JmIib OTCTaMBaIO CBOE MPABO Ha PAOBIHIO, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJT 3uXad.

—INocnenHuil pa3 Tel yHUKEHHO 110J13a71 IEPEJO MHOM Ha KOJIEHSIX, a Ceiluac CMeelllb BBICTYIIATh
MIPOTUB MeH:?

OH OKHMHYJT B3[JISIIOM HOTY pJIeBaHIIA.

— Pana ne 6ecriokout?

3uxad CTUCHYII C CUJION 3yObl, CIEP/KUBAsI sIPOCTh, KOTOPast POCTYIMJIA HA JIUIIE.

— S mpocuit OCTaBUTH B IOKOE MaTh, KOTOPYIO ThI IPUHYKAAJ K CHOIIIEHHIO, KOT/1a e1rie ObLT )KUB
otell. A 1ocje ero CMepTH, Thl C/Iejall ee He HAJIOKHUIIEH, He JKEHOU, Thl TIOCTaBUJI Ha HEW KJIeMMO
padbiHu!

JKenmmHa-opoiio, Ka3anochk, crana erie oneHee.

— Bruta 6 oHa monackoBei. .. — HauaJl KOpOJTb.

3uxad He cepXkasl sIpOCTH U ¢ HEMCTOBBIM KPUKOM Haraji Ha Opara. O0a ¢ MMPOKUMH TuTe-
YaMu, BBICOKHE, MYCKYJIUCThIE, 00a C IETCTBA 00yYaIMCh BOGHHOMY MCKYCCTBY M TOTOBHJIMCH CTaTh
B OyIyIlleM Xapatamy. Yapsl ClIeOBAIM OWMH 3a IPyTMM, Ka3aJjioch, YTO 3JI0CTh U YyBCTBO MECTH
npuaaBau 3uxaly cuil. bes ycraiy oH HAaHOCHIT yjapbl MEUYOM, OCTaBJIsisi HA OPOHU KOPOJISI BMSITUHBI.
Bcs Ta HEeHaBUCTb, UTO TONTUMU LIMKJIAMU Tep3ajia ero cepile, 0OCBOOOXKAaIach U3 €ro Tea, OKyThI-
Basi IPOTUBHMKA cepbiM TyMaHoM. C KakIbIM B3MaxoM yiblOKa 3rxada CTaHOBUJIACH BCE JKECTUe
U yBepeHHee, B €ro IJa3ax 3aropajicsl JUKUM IUIaMEHEeM MOOEJOHOCHBI OroHb, B TO BpeMs Kak
CuxBapiar HAYMHAJT CAaBaTh MO3MIIMH, IIAr 32 IIarOM OTCTYIasi Moj HaropoMm Opara. Bee xke uznmm-
11ecTBa OOraToi KU3HM CKasbiBaMCh. CTpaxa 3aBOJHOBAIACH, HO OIUH B3IV KOPOJISL YCIIOKOUIT
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ee. Konekc BomHa, BRI3BAHHOTO HA MOEAWHOK, HE MO3BOJIST MY MPSITAThCS 32 CIIMHAMU CBOMX HAEM-
HUKOB. TSKeso JIpla, OH OCTAaHOBHJICS.

— Yero TbI X0uemns? — 3a1a1 Bonpoc Cuxsapiiar.

— OnHy MastocTh. X049y, YTOOBI ThI 3AIJIATHII 32 YHUKEHUE MOEH MaTepH.

— XKenaemb, uro0s! 51 otiyctii ee? Xoporiio. OHa MHe yxke He MHTepecHa.

Koponb rogan curHai crpake, U Te Opocuiii 6eTOKOXKYI0 paObIHIO TIO Horu 3uxada.

3uxad CKpUIHYJI 3y0aMu, OIycKasi BCTPEBOKEHHBIN B3IJIs] HA MaTb.

— Tl cunTaenis 3TOro A0CTaTOYHO?! — MOBBICKIT OH TOJIOC, 0OpAIAsCh K KOPOIIO.

— Xouerib jieHer, ciaBbl, OoratctBa? Tel cTau kajieH, Opareil.

— la, u 51 3a0epy y TeOs Bce.

D10 ObLT KeCTOKUI O0H. TONBKO OIMH MOT OCTaThCS B KUBBIX. JIA3r MeTa/ia COMmpOBOXAAI
KPHUKH pasropsideHHbIX My:kunH. Crja ynapoB ux ObUla HACTOJIBKO BEJIMKA, YTO UX ITyTh YE€PEIOBAIICS
KPYIIEHUEM CTOJIOB C JOPOTUMH SICTBAMHU U ITUTHEM, B XOJI [IUTH CTYJIbsI M MeTJUTMYecKue Ormona. Jles-
BUsI OPYXKUI UMENH B CIUIABE PEAKHUI MeTall, KOTOPHI JOOBIBAJICS TOJbKO Ha DpreBane. VX octpoTa
TMO3BOJIsIJTa Cpe3aTh KOJIOHHBI TaK JIETKO, CJIOBHO CJIMBOYHOE Macio. JIermHuHa chinaiach ¢ MOTOJKa,
12 U caM OH, JIMIIUBIIKCH OMOPBI, TPO3UJICS CBOEH TSIKECTHIO BOT-BOT PYXHYTh HA TOJIOBBI MOIaH-
HBIX, OTUETO HEKOTOPbIe 00ECTTOKOEHHO CTJTH MOKUIATh 3aJ1, IPUKPbIBasi TOJIOBHI. $1 5Ke U CIBUHYThCS
HE MOIJIA C MECTa, HEOTPBIBHO CJiefs 32 O0eM eJMHOKPOBHBIX OpaTbeB. Ellle Mur — 1 mpsiMmo Ha MOUX
r1a3ax Med 3uxabda BoueT octpueM B rpyab Cuxsapiiata. OH OTBOAMT €ro Ha3a/l v C CUJION BOH3aeT
B TeJI0 Koposis. B yxace 51 3acTbula, HE B CHJIaX MPOM3HECTH U 3BYKa. 3MXa0 BBIXBATHIBAET KOPOTKUIA
Meu M3-3a Mosica KOpoJisi U OTHUM JIBUKEHUEM Iiepepe3aeT emy ropio. ToT magaer, 3axieObiBasich
B KPOBH, & TEMHO-CHHSIS JIy’)Ka MEIJIEHHO pacTeKaeTcst 0 KAaMEHHOMY IOy ...

Kak B 3amenieHHOl cheMKe 3uxad mpuOImkaeTcs K OpaTy U BrOHSET Med B TUIOTh, elle Oblo-
IIyIOCSI B KOHBYJILCUSIX, OCTABJISIsSI OPYKHE B TeJle MPOTUBHUKA.

— Ecnm KTO XOuUeTr ocnmoputh Mo MpaBO 3aHATh TPOH — BBIXOAM, — TMOCIIBIIIAICS T'PO3HBIN
BBIKPHK BOX/s. — 5l TOTOB MOKa3aTh TOMY CMEJIbUaKy eIlle pa3, Ha YTO CIOCOOEH — MPOU3HEC OH,
MOOEIHO OTJIsAbIBAsE OJI€HYI0 M BMUT TIPOTPE3BEBIIYIO JTUTY BIIACTH.

TsarocrHoe MonmvaHue B otBeT. He Harioch xpadpenoB. [IpuaBopHas cBUTa, APYT 32 APYroMm,
CTaJia OIyCKaThCsl Ha KOJIEHU Tepe/l HOBBIM KOPOJIEM, KaK HEOXKUAaHHO MOTYaHUE TPepBaJl 3bIYHBIH,
10 O0JM 3HAKOMBI TOJIOC:

— $1 npuHKMMalo TBOW BBI3OB!

MpauHasi 10BOJIbHAS YJIBIOKA MTPOCKOJIB3HYJIA Ha JIUIIE BOXK/ISI, CJIOBHO OH TOJIBKO 3TOTO U XK JaJl.
OH ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO Karnbdasa pa3BepHYJICS K BHICOKOM MOIITHOM (bUType, 3acTBIBIIIEH B IBEPSIX 3aJa.

— MoppuBa cerogHsi HeBepOsITHO OIaroCKJIOHHa KO MHe. Thl He MpeAcTaBsiellb, Kak s K Jal
TeOs1, [lleppar!

— Her, noxanyiicra. .. — TUXO MOMPOCHJIA 51 HEMOCTYIIIHBIMUA T'yOaMH, HA MTHOBEHHUE 3aKPhIBas
71432, HO MEHs yCIIBIIIAIIH.

[lepBat B3ApOrHYII ¥ TOCMOTpEJ IPSIMO Ha MeHs1. Ha ero simiie mpockosb3HyII0 eBa YJI0BUMOe
OECIOKOICTBO, HO €ro JIMIIO TYT € CTAJIO HEITPOHUIIAEMBIM, a IJla3a CHOBA MPHOOPETH CTAIBHOU
Omneck. OH mepeBes B3IJIS] Ha Bpara.

— Pan, uto MBI, HAKOHEII, pelM BCe CBOM pa3HOIIACcHsl, MIIAIIUI Opar.

— He cmeii Tak Ha3bIBaTh MeHs1! — 3aK pyuvall BO Bech rojioc 3uxad. — JIis1 1edst ObL10 OBl JTydIIe,
YTOOBI 5 CIIOX B ITyCTHIHE.

— 51 Huxoraa He kenan Tebe CMepTH, Thl CaM MPHU3BAJI €€, — TBEPAO OTBETHJI €My SpJieBaHEll.

— U Bce ke 51 BeoKWI! — 3uxad yxke He CIepKUBAJ CBOKO spOCTh. — W ceromgHs TBOs ayIna
OTIPaBUTCS B OTHEHHBIN Jleimam!

OH BbITAIWI JIE3BME Meua M3 OCThIBaoIero Teia CuxpapiiaTa v MOJHSUT HaJl TOJIOBOM OKPO-
BaBJICHHBIN KJIMHOK, XBaTasICh 32 PyKOSTh OOOMMHU PyKaMHU.
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— INosBoinb 310 pemars Boram, — xonoxHo otetw LllepBar, BIXBaThiBast OpykKUe U3 HOKEH
Y IpUHKMAsI TIEPBBIA yaap xapara.

Mowu HOTH TOTOBBI OBUTH TIONKOCHTBCSI OT BHE3AITHO HAKATHUBIIIEH cadocTu. S He cMena 1 3ByKa
MIPOM3HECTH, YTOOBI He oTBJeKaTh LllepBata or Gost. 3Hana, HA YTO OH CHOCOOEH, YTO HAYAIBHUKY
KoposeBckoi CitykObl HET paBHBIX, HO M HaBBIKM 31xaba s Toxe Buaeaa. HeHaBuCTh K Bpary, Kryuee
JKeJIJaHuEe OTOMCTHUTD CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIM PA3BUTHUIO €r0 BOGHHOTO MacTepcTBa. Y Hero ObUIO MpegocTa-
TOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI OTTOYUTH CBOM YMEHH S, BHIHALIMBASI B yMe IJIaH BO3ME3/IUS.

CMepTeNbHBIN TaHell MPOIOJIKAJICS, Ka3aJloch, eMy He OyaeT koHma. O0a BOMHA OJMHAKOBON
cTaTé OUJIMCh C PABHOW CHJION.

— lepBat! — 3akpuyasia s B ucryre, BUJs, Kak KOJIOHHA HAKJIOHSETCS M najgaer Ha Hero. OH
OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY U 3aKpHUYasl MHE B OTBET:

— Yxonute, puHIIecca, 3/1eCh OCTaBaThCsl HEOE30MacHo !

— Her! — HacTOIUMBO U TPOMKO OTBETUJIA 1.

Heckomnbko maprpyeMbIX yoqapoB — U OH KPUYUT CHOBA:

— XOoTb pa3 npuciylaics K MOMM CJI0BaM, yrpsmasi IeBYOHKa !

BrepBbie B ero rosnoce s ycibllajaa CTONbKO HETIPUKPHITOro GecriokoicTBa. OH o0paTuics Ko
MHe 0e3 IOJKHOTO YBaKEHHs, HO B €ro CJIOBaX He YyBCTBOBAJIOCh THEBA WM Pa3ApakeHusi, CKopee
HEKHOCTh CKBO3WJIA B HUX.

DpreBaHCKasi 3HAaTh yXe cracajach OErcTBOM, I'po3si CHECTM MeHs1 BOJMHOH. IlpekpacHast
PaObIHS C YAMBUTEIBHO OEJI0i KOXKel MbITaIach 3a/1epKaThCs B 3aJI€, HO €€ CUJION YBEJIM OXPaHHHUKH.
Sl oTcTynmiia 3a KOJIOHHY, TBEpIO HamepeHHas He octaBiiATh LllepBara. Bce cBoe BHMMaHMe cocpe-
JOTOYMJIA HA BOMHAX, YTO 03 YCTaIM CKPEIIMBAIN MEUH, HAHOCS JIPYT APYTy YOUNCTBEHHBIE YIaphl.

S He xenana cmeptu 3uxady, u korja [llepsar 3acTaBui ero neperHyThCs Yepes3 BhICTYI KaMeH-
HOro (pOHTaHa, MPUCTABUB OCTPUE Meya K ropily, HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJIA OT YKaca U Ha MUT 3aKpbLia
uwo JagoHsaMu. U 3to cnaciio xku3Hb xapary. Pyka, 4to aepikaiia pyKosiTb CMEPTOHOCHOTO OpYKHs,
apornyia. lllepear o6epHyIICs HA KPUK, BCTPETUBIIMCH CO MHOU Tyia3aMu. 3uxad ke He CTall TepsITh
BpPEMEHH, BBIXBATHJI KMHXKaJT U HAaHEC Bpary yraap B ruiedo. Moii BTOpoi KpUK TOTOHYN B JKYTKOM
rpoxote. [1oTonok, 4To rpo3wics ynacTb, HE BhIAEpPKaJl U CTaJl PyLIIMThLCS MPAMO Ha ra3ax. [1suib
TIO/THSIJTACh BBEPX, BBI3bIBAS Kallle/b U HE TIO3BOJISISI BUIETh HUYETO JAUTbIIE BHITSHYTON pyKH. UTOObI
KaK-TO yOepeubCsi U Ha4aTh HOPMAJIBHO JIbIIIATh, 3aKPbLIa JIAJ0HBI0 HOC.

BujHO, TO, UTO MHE I'po31JjIa OMACHOCTb, 3aCTABIJIA BOMHOB IMPEK PATUTh OO U IEPEKJTIOUUTHCS
Ha MeHs1. [lepBbiM BOMM3M okazasicst 3uxad. Bech MOKPHITHIN NBUTBIO, OH MOJXBATUI MEHS Ha PYKH
U TIOHeC K Bbixofy. [Jymo ObIIo Bo3paxkath, Ja 51 M He aymana BeipeiBarhes. M Illepsar He cTan
CIIOPHTH, TOHMMAsI, YTO BpeMs ujaeT Ha Opujbl. [Ipou3oIio Bce Tak OBICTPO, YTO M OMOMHHUTBCS
HE ycIiesa, Kak Mbl BBICKOYMJIM U3 3aJla M OKa3aJIMCh NEpe IBOPLOM Ha Iy1aBHOM Iuiomaau [Huma-
paHa.

— OmnycTH pUHIIECCY Ha 3eMJTI0, — CIIOKOUHO npuka3ai lepsar, Haxoasck 3a criuHOM 31uxada.

Tot passepnysics. [To rydam xapata MpOCKOIb3HYJIA MPE3PUTETbHO-HACMEIITMBAS YIIbIOKA.

— Hlymaerib, 4YT0 MOXellb PUKa3biBaTh MHE, cBoeMy TajaHny?! Ternepb CblH paObIHM — TBOW
rocriofvH. I1pu3Haii 3T0 ¥ CKJIOHU NEepPeao MHOM KOJIEHHU.

— IlpukpsiBaeibes npuHiieccoil? boutibcs npourpats? — He octascs B fonry lllepsar.

Vrpi0ka 3uxada crana mmpe.

— Twl mpaB, puAETCS OTIMYCTUTH BHICOKOPOAHYIO MIANPY, HO CIIMIIIKOM YK XOPOIIIH €€ IPeJIeCTH,
YTOOBI OCTABJIATH HAIONTO O3 BHUMAaHUS. DTON HOUBIO 1 HAMEPEH CIesIaTh ee CBOSH JKeHITIMHOM.

4 3nana srot B3mAA. Hemuratonmii. becriomaiHeiii, 0T KOTOPOro BCe CThUIO BHYTpU. B Takoi
MOMEHT IOHMUMaeIlIb, YTO repes TOOOW NCTUHHBINA Xapar.

51 o6ecriokoeHHO IIsIHYyJIa Ha JiioOuMoro. CJioBa 3pIeBaHCKOTO BOX/Is1 IOCTUIIIH 11e/d. BriepBeie
Buziena lllepBara TakuM. .. B30elIeHHBIM. 31MXa0 HaMEePEHHO IBITAJICS BHIBECTH IPOTUBHUKA U3 PaB-
HOBECHSI.
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— Iy Havasa nocrapaicst COXpaHUThb CBOIO KU3Hb, — OT JIEASTHOTO rojioca HavyanbHuKa Kopo-
neBckoit CityxObl s1 B3aporHya. Jluro Illepsara Bapyr 3aMeTHO MOOJIEHENO, €ro pyKa MoTsSHY/Iach
K Meuy.

Ckopee Bcero, IeJI0 B paHe, OHa He BbIMVIseIa CEPbE3HOI, HO TIPY 3TOM XapaT UCTeKasl Kpo-
BBIO U C KaXJbIM aBpoM OJiefiHes Bce Oosibilie. 3aKphIB I71a3a, sl MBICJIEHHO TBITAJIACh PACCMOTPETh
SHEpreTryeckoe Tesno xapara. CBeTsIMecs MOTOKHU 1M UCCSAKANH, CIOBHO JKM3HEHHAS CHJIA YXOIUIa
B NpocTpaHcTBO. [ToTsHYyIach K SHEPreTHUeCKOMY IIEHTPY, PACTIONOKEHHOMY B €r0 I'PYIH, U YCITbI-
11aj1a yacroe HepoBHoOe ceprieOuenue. Kunxan orpasien?! [Toanocts BOX/si He UMelia TpaHuIl.

— DTO rOBOPUT TOT, KTO €Jie CTOUT Ha HOrax? — HACMEIUTUBO TIPOTOBOPUI BOKIb.

Cxas 3y0bl, llepBaT MpHIIOKWIT JIAIOHB K TUIEUY, MBITASCh OCTAHOBUTH COUMBIIYIOCS MEKLY
NaJIbLIEB TEMHYIO KPOBb.

— Y MeHs 0CTajIoch TOCTaTOYHO CUJI, YTOOBI YOpaTh CaMOYBEPEHHYIO YXMBUIKY C TBOETO JIUIIA.

— He comuesaroch, — Becesmicsa 3uxa0.

— T oTpaBumI €ro! — rHEBHO BCKpUYaJia si, MBITasCh BHIPBATHCS U3 PYK IPJIEBAHCKOTO BOKIS.

— Tume, munasi. He xody, 4ToObl MOIO OOy TIPUIUCAIIH sy, — OTBETUJI SpJIeBaHell, He TI03-
BOJISIsI MHE OCBOOOIMTHCS M3 €ro 0OBbsATHI. — JIe3Bre KMHXala BCEro JIMIIb MPOMUTAHO CPEICTBOM,
0CalJSTIONIM MTPOTUBHUKA.

— ITO NOJIO C TBOEW CTOPOHBI! — BBICKA3aJ1ach 5 B JIMLIO BOXKIIO.

— DTO yMeHHe BbDKUBATh U JIOOMBATHCS CBOEH I1€JM, — JIMIIO BOX[sS MTHOBEHHO MPHOOPETIo
0e3KaIOCTHOCTh. — ThI YK U3BUHU, 51 HEHAJIONTO OCTABIIIO TeOsI.

MeHs1 akKypaTHO MOCTaBUIIM Ha HOTH. 31xal yxe Xoten caenarh mar K [lepsary, Kak, B3[JISIHYB
Ha Hero, TepeyMait. A MoToM IMOBepHYJI ToioBy. Ero ryOwl ckasuia KoBapHas yemeika. OH BITUJICS
CO BCEl CTPACTHIO B MOM I'yOBI, HE TTO3BOJISISI OTCTPAHUTHCS. [JBUHYTH Obl YeM TSKEITBIM T10 €r0O HarJIon
CHHEW pOXe, HO s CMOIJIa TOJIbKO BLETIUTHCS 3y0aMH B ero rydy, MOYyBCTBOBAB IPH 3TOM BO PTY
ME/IHBII TPUBKYC.

OTopBaBmKCh OT MeHsI, 3uXad C BOCXMIIIEHHON YCMEIIKOW BHITEP BHICTYNHBIIYIO KPOBb.

— Jlvkast Komka!

Bor naxe crnesunku He mponblo, ecau [llepBar yobeT 3Ty peaKOCTHYIO CBOJIOUb. XOPOIIIO,
YTO MPUILIOCH TepreTh Hegouro. Llleppar ¢ sipoctbio Opocuiics Ha Xapata, Ho 3uxad MOJIHHEHOCHO
BBIXBAaTWUJI M€Y ¥ MTPUCTABUJI OCTPUE K I'PYIH MPOTUBHUKA, 3aCTABJISISI €70 MPUOCTAHOBHUTHCS.

A Ha ruonagM yxe Havana coouparbes Tonmna. CTpakHUKY KOJBIIOM CAEPKUBAIH JIIOOOMBIT-
CTBYIOIIMX TYJISIK, HE TIO3BOJISISI UM TIOJIOUTH OJTHAKE.

— Tsl oTBeTHIIB 32 CBOIO HATTIOCTH, MOMyKpoBKa! He ycnieems onomuuthes, kKak [aktu 3a6epet
TBOIO JIyIIY.

— K yemy cnienmts?! $1 CTONBKO IMKJIOB /1271 BO3MOKHOCTH OTOMCTHTB, YTO TOTOB PACTSIHYTh
3TO y/IOBOJILCTBHE U Tiepe]] 00eM HACTAUThCS CIIAIKAM TIOLIETyeM MPEKPACHOH i Phbl.

Sl OBl ckazaa BOXKIIO, YTO CIYYMTCS, IPOAOJDKM OH M3MBIBATHCS HAJ MOUM PTOM, HO JIMIIb
THEBHO CBepKHYJa ouami. [llepBar oTOMI Meu, KpyTaHyJIcs TaK, 4TO s KAKUM-TO 00pa30M 0Ka3asach
3a €ro CMHOM.

— Tebe nyumie ooty noganbiie, — THXO ckazai lllepar, He 000OpaYMBasCh, HO s 3HANA, UYTO
ero cyoBa agpecoBaHbl MHe. — [ToTom Oeru co Bcex HOT OT JBOpLIA K MOCTY, Uepe3 peKy YBUAMIIIb
TaBEpHY, BJIaJesIell, CTapblii ByTeKaHWH, TOMOXeT Tede. — beru! — yxe rpomMue cka3as oH.

W Ha 3TOT pa3 s MOCIYNIHO OTCTYNWJIA, 3aTePSIBIIKCH B TOJIE, HO TaK U HE CMOIJIA YHTH.
[Mouemy oH meHs otocnan? Heyxkenu coMHeBasCs B TOM, UTO OfIepkHT modeny? S mpucmoTpenach,
3ameuvasi, YTO yIapbl XapaTa Ternepb He TaK TOYHBI, OH Haval cJadeTh U MPOMAaxUBaThCs, U CEpILe
CKaJIOCh OT IpeAuyBCTBUs Oebl. Koria oH nomarHyJsics ¥ orepesi 0 Med, YToObI He YIacThb, 51 CO CTpa-
XOM 3aMepJiia Ha MecTe.

C meTcTBa NPUBBIKJIA CYMTATh €TI0 HEYSI3BUMbIM. Moil HEenoOeAMMBbIiA, OTBaKHBIN TepOH, Criac-
A KOTJJa-TO TAIAKTUKY ApHaop OT nopadoienus cieirepamu. OH Kazajcs MHE UIeajioM, COBEp-
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IIIEHHOUW HeToCTHXKUMOM MeuToi. OH HUKOTa He CTajl Obl MCIOb30BaTh KAKUe-TMOO YIOBKHU B 0010,
Y CKOpee MPOoUrpaeT, YeM OIyCTUTCS JI0 HEYeCTHHIX MpaBwl. S He Mory nomyctuthb, 4ytoos [lleprar
noctpaaan. Ho uro g mory cuenarb? OcraHoButh 60i? Terepb 310 HeBo3MOKHO. 002 HaMepeHsI
WJATH JI0 KOHIIA, ¥ TOJIbKO CMEPTh OTHOT'O OCTAHOBUT UX.

Tyt IlepBar ynayi Ha KOJEHH, TPSCCS TOJOBOM, YTOOBI KaK-TO MPOSICHUTh CBOE CO3HAHMUE.
Boxp HaHec Tako# yaap, 4To TOT eBa CMOr ero otouth. TopxkecTBO Ha ymie 3uxada 3acTaBUIIO
MeHS TTOWTH Ha peluuTeNbHbIN 1mar. Bee, 4yTo Mory ceituac cienarth — 3TO MOAEIUTHCS CHIION, MOJ-
nepxathb lllepBara cBoe KUBUTEIHHOU IITH.

UYrtoObl JydIlie COCPEeOTOUUTHCS, 3aKphUIa I71a3a U MyCTU/Ia MOTOKK SHEpPrud. S Mory murarh
[lepara, cobupast M U3 IPOCTPAHCTBA, HO MPOOIEMa B TOM, YTO OH He SIBJISJICS SHEPTreTUYECKUM
CO3JIaHNEM, TAKUM, KaK apMeHeell, ¥ KaKie MOTYT ObITh MOCIIeICTBH S, 51 He 3HaJa. B3sSTh X0Ts OBl IpH-
Mep ¢ 3uxadoMm, Korya 51 1eursia ero Hory. OH rposieskan 6e3 Co3HaHusI HeCKOJbKO THel. Ho Bepst, uto
MOsI CHJIa He IPUYMHUT Bpejl ocnadeBIleMy XapaTy, yCTpeMuia ee CKBO3b TOJIITY, BHITYCKasi U3 IIeH-
Tpa JagoHel u rpyau. Jlyuine puckHyTh, YeM MO3BOIUThH 3uxaldy onepskarh Bepx Haj IllepBatom, Tem
6osee, YTO BOX/Ib HE HAMEPEH OCTABJISITh €70 B KUBBIX.

Kak TospKO MOs1 9HEeprust KOCHy/Iach Xxapara, TOT yAMBJIEHHO pacnaxHynl masa. U3 rpyau ero
BBIpBAJICS caBjieHHbIN Xpun. OH MOAHST TroJoBy, BhIMCKUBas MeHsl B Tonne. Illepeat Bce moHsin,
YTO 51 ONATH HE TMOCIyIIaIack, HO MHE ObUIO Bce paBHO. IlycTh pyraer, MmycTh HaKa3bIBaeT, TOJBKO
HE TOHUT.

3uxad yxe npuroroBusicsi cHectu LllepBary ronoBy, u JIisl HETO OKa3aJI0Ch MOJTHOM HEOXKUAaH-
HOCTBIO TO, YTO XapaT MpsIMO Ha ria3ax npuuien B ceds. OnepeBmuck Ha Kynak, Llepsar coenan
TOZICEUKY HOTOM — M BOXK/Ib yIAJI Ha MECOK. B crielylomuil Mur xapar y:ke CTOsUI B IOJIHBIA POCT, BO3-
BBIIIASICh HAJl TOTYKPOBKOW. OCTpre Meua KOCHYJIOCh TPYIM BOXK/IsI, TPUKUMAasI €ro K 3emJe. ApocTb
McKa3uia o 3uxada.

— Hy uTto %k, s puCKHYZ BCceM M HU O ueM He xkajeio. S octapimo st TeOs1 OIHO KapKoe MECTO
B [lefiimame 1 C HeTeprieHHeM CTaHy aath TebOs. [laxe mocie cmeptu Thi, IllepBat, He oOpertelb
TMIOKOHA.

— DTo TBOM NOCIeJHUE CoBa, 3uxad. Jlyuie Obl ThI IPOCTUIICS C MUPOM M OTIIYCTHJI CBOM
raeB. Ho pa3 Tak, mpumu ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM CMEPTh OT MOEU pyKu!

S 3aKkpbLIa r1a3a, He B CHJIaX CMOTPETh, Kak Med [llepBaTta mpoH3uUT Tesio noaykpoBku. M B cre-
JOYIOIIMA MUT KEHCKUI WCTOIIHBIA KPUK, MOJISAIIMI O MOIIAJe, 3aCTaBUJ MEHs PaclaxHyTh UX
oT yauBieHus. benast paObiHst Opocriach B HOTM Xapara, Ipocs TOIAAUTh €€ eIUHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA.
[llepBar 3aMep B HEPEIIUTEIBHOCTH.

Humepana, Bujist, 4To OH KONIEOIETCs], OIyCTUIIACH eIlle HUKE U CTaJIa I1eI0BaTh HOTY PJIeBAHIA
Y MOJIUBATh UX cJie3amMu, oBTOpsis cinoBa: «Ilomansl, Benukuii tanan. .. [Ipoiiry, napyit emy Ku3Hb».

— He ynmxaii ce0s1, MaTh, — MporoBopmii 3uxad ¢ HeYI0BOJILCTBHEM B royioce, oOparasich mpe-
KpacHoO# OesIoKoXkel keHimHe. — EMy Jydine yOuTh MeHs1, uHa4ye B CJIEAYIONINIA pa3 Ha MOEM MecTe
OKa’KeTCsl OH.

— Momnuu! — pe3ko obopBasa oHa chiHa. — ThI MOgYyMal, BO YTO MPEBPATHUTCS MOsI KHU3Hb 0e3
Te0s1? OHa noTtepsieT BCSIKUI CMBICIT. . .

— Ho... — KpacHora3blil XapaT 3amHyJICcsl, HEe 3Hasl, YTO OTBETUTD.

Humepana nmocmoTperna ¢ pelMOCThIO Ha TOTO, B YbMX pyKax ceddac HaxoAusach cynp0a ee
CbIHA.

— Jlyume 3a6epu MoIo K13Hb, BesMKuil TanaH, nHaye KJISHYCh, YTO MIOKOHYY C COOOM.

[lepBar momHsuT 3a XyAble IUIEYM CTOPOJICHHYIO KEHIIMHY, KOTOpas, Ka3aJloch, MOCTapena
OT ropsi, U TPOrOBOPUJL:

— 41 BemonHIO TBOW MpockOy, Humepana. Th ke 3Haemb, s1 MHOruM Tede oOsi3aH. He bl sin
JieyrJia MOM paHbl 1ocje cpaxeHuil? He Tol i1 B 1eTCTBE MPUHOCUJIA HAM €Iy Y IIUThE, KOTaa MeHs
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Y TBOETO ChIHA 32 MEJIKYIO TPOBUHHOCTh CaJiIH B siMy? $1 IOMHIO BCe U JOJKEH MPOsIBUTDH Oaro-
IapHOCTD, TIO3TOMY ... — OH OpoCHJI B3IUIsA] Ha 3uxada, — OH He yMpPET CerofiHsl.

— Crpaxa! — 1mo3Baj OH KOPOJIEBCKMX OXPaHHHUKOB. — 3arpute ero B TeMuuie. Ero cynp0y s
pelily Ho3Xe.

— Benukuii Tanan! ITycts Bo3nactest TeOe 3a TBOIO MUJIOCTb! — JIMLIO paObIHK OCBETUJIOCH PAJIO-
ctpio. OHa OTCTyNMJIa Ha Mapy I1aros, MPOBOXasl B3MJISIZIOM XMYpPOTO ChIHA, KOTOPOTO yXe YBOAWIN
B IIeMsX. A s ¢ o0neryeHreM BbiIoxHyna. Bee e Oblta paga, uro 3uxab ocTasics B KHUBBIX. A MOJIBa,
YTO HOBHIY TajiaH Teriepb LllepBar, pasHecaach co CKOpOCThio BeTpa. Tonma OyieBana v BhIpakasa
OypHylo panoctb, npuBeTcTBys LllepBara, kak ocBodoauTens. Kak s nonsiia, Cuxsapiiar B mocyea-
Hee BpeMsI He BbI3bIBAJI yBAXKEHHUE MTPOCTHIX IPJIEBAHIIEB, CITUIIIKOM 3JI0yTIOTPEOISIT BIACTHIO U AJIKO-
roJieM, TIOBBIIIAs HAJIOTH M CHYKAsl TIPH TOM YPOBEHb )KU3HH CBOMX MOAJAHHBIX. [la v cpeu aprcTo-
KpaTUM XBaTajlo HEJIOBOJILCTBA, TOJIBKO BOT CBEPrHYTh THpPaHA Ka3aJloCh AEJIOM HETIPOCTHIM — CUJIEH
OBL e11ie KOpOJIb.

[pucnyra BbIHECTa U3 JBOpLIA 3HAMEHUTYIO HIKYpY Karubana — CUMBOJI BJIACTH, U HaOpocHiia
Ha MOIIIHBIE TUIEUN XapaTa, MPUKPBIBas ero 0OOHAKEHHBIN Topc. ' 00By HOBOTO KOpOJIsl YKpaluaau
OIPOMHBIE KJIBIKH, CBHCABIIKE C MOPIbI YOUTOTO )KHUBOTHOTO.

HeBonbHo 51 3amo6oBanack IllepBatom, MCHBITHIBAasi 4yBCTBO TOpAOCTH 3a jodumoro. OH
10 TIpaBy 3aHsL1 TPOH. B Hapoze ero Bce JMoOWIN 1 OYUTAH.

C mpuxooM K BJIACTH HOBOTO KOPOJISI 3pJIeBaHIIbl BOCTIPSIM JyXoM. Bo3myx, ka3anock, Obu1
MPOMUTAH HA/ICKA0N Ha JTydliiee Oyayllee U Bepoi B TO, UTO JKM3Hb TeNepb MONIET COBCEM JIpyrasl.
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I'nmaBa 3

4l xonmna mo KoMHare, Kycast OT JOCafbl I'yObl ¥ ckuMast aiblibl. [Tociie Toro, kak MeHsi CHOBa
JIMIIVITA CBOOO/IBI, 3a1lepeB B OJHON M3 KOMHAT KOPOJIEBCKOTO ABOPIIA, Mpouuio noians. CiryxaHku
IIPUHECIIM MHE HOBYIO OIIeXJy, OoJjiee IPUIMYECTBYIOLIYI0O MOEMY MoJokeHHIo. Jlerkoe, po3oBoro
OTTEHKa IUIaThe, OHO UAEANIBHO Jierio 1o ¢urype. lllepsar 3Has, 4To 5 KAy €ro, YTO HAM €CTb, O YEM
MIOrOBOPUTH, HO TaK U He npuiles. Haim B3auMOOTHOIIEHU 1 HATOMUHAIN UCTOPHIO JIIOOBU NTUYKU
[leHouku U cioHa: «$ nerena TeICSIYy KUJIOMETPOB, a OH...»

B xotopslii pa3 yoexaanack B xonogHocty [llepBara 1o oTHOIIEHUIO K cede, HO OT OCO3HAHUS
3TOTO TOJIBKO XYK€ CTAHOBHWJIOCH Ha ayie. HeHaBnKy, HEHaBUIKY .. .

N mobmo. ..

$1 mouyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH PSJIOM, CTOUT 32 JBEPHIO, HE pelasich BOUTH. OCTaHOBUIIACH, 3aTalB
npixanue. Bot xe rimynas! Crout Tonbko IllepBary okazarbes psiioM — U 1 3a0bIBato 000 BceX 00Maax,
NaMATh HAIlpOYb CTUPAET BOCIIOMUHAHUS O TEX MOMEHTAX, KOIJla OH OTTaJIKUBAJI MeHs oT ceds. S
npolana 1 3a0bIBajia IS TOrO, YTOObl HaXOIUTh CHJIBI M CHOBA CTPEMUTHCS B €ro oObsaTus. s
yero?! 51, HaBepHOe, Ma3oxucTKa. [lomydas OTKa3 U UCTIBITBIBas TOpeUb KaX/Abli pa3, MpoaosKasa
BCE PaBHO HAJEAThCS.

— 51 xnana te6s, lllepBar, — mpousHecna, KOrja ycisliaia 3ByK OTKPbIBAEMO ABEPH.

Moii ronoc ObUT cIOKOMHEN THX0W 3aBoau. Ha camoM Jiesie McnbIThiBasIa BOJITHEHUE U MTpeja-
TEJIBCKM TTOKPACHEBIIIME IEeKH BblgaBaiu ero. Haxomsich CIMHOM K ABEpH, s pa3BEpPHYNIACh, YTOOBI
BCTPETUTHLCS C B3IVISAI0M TEMHBIX POHU3bIBAIOIINX IJ1a3.

OH Mos4as, HaXoAsCh Y BXOJA, CIOBHO €r0 YTO-TO OCTaHABJIMBAIO. $1 HETeprnenmBoO CTynuIa
Bnepes. Illepsar Harpsarest, u s1 ocraHoBHJIach. [Ipoforskast coOmonaTh JUCTAHIMIO, OH 3arOBOPHIL:

— $1 nomkeH MpUHECTH U3BMHEHMS, YTO 3aCTaBWJI Bac XJaTh, MpUHIecca. MeHs 3a/epxaiu
CPOYHBIE JeIa.

— He Hy)xHO HUYero oObSCHATD, S IOHUMAIO, IJIABHOE, YTO Thl IPULLIE, — TEIUIO YJIBIOHYJIACh
s1 HOBOMY KOPOJIIO, KaK HU B YeM He ObIBajlo, MBITASCh NOKA3aTh CBOI PaIoCTh M HEMHOIO CHSTh
HanpsDKeHUe MeXIy HaMH, HO JIMIIb BbI3Basia oOparHyio peakio. Jlumo Illepsara nckasmnock, Kak
oT 0oy, I1a3a MOTEMHENH elle OoJbllie, BhIpaXas BHYTPEHHIO OOphOy C caMuM COOOH, MOTOM
THEBHO cBepKHYNH. U Kyna aenack 0ObIYHasE CAEPKaHHOCTh Xapara?

— CrnenoBaJsio Obl Bac XOPOIIEHbKO OTIUIENATh 3a TaKyIo ITynocTh, Baie BeicouectBo. Kak Bam
TOJIBKO B T'OJIOBY B30peJIO OTIPaBUThCS OAHOM Ha DpieBaH?!

OmnsTh OH 0OpaIancs Ko MHe, Kak K HECMBIIIUICHHOMY PeOEHKY, COBEPILIEHHO UTHOPUPYSI TOT
(bakT, 4TO MO 3eMHBIM MEPKaM MHE BOT-BOT MCHOJHUTCS LIECTHAILATh JIET.

— 41 BrionHe B3pociasi, 4TOOB CAaMOM pelarh, Ky[a HalpaBisThCs, — C HE3aBUCUMBIM BUJIOM
TOJIHSAJ1a TOAOOPOJIOK, MBITASICh BBIAEPKATh XOJIOAHBIN TOH.

Kak xe s ommbanack, koraa cuurana, uto yxe suaena lllepsara B36emeHHbIM. OH MTHOBEHHO
COKpATHJI MEX/1y HAMM PacCTOSTHUAE U CXBAaTWJI MEHs 3a IJIe4H. 51 yAMBIEHHO 3aMepJia, CMOTpPsI BO BCe
r1a3a Ha xapara. 1 ToyHo Ma3oxucTKa. MlHaue, Kak OOBSICHUTH TO, YTO MHE TIOHPABIJIACH PEaKIIS
[lepsara, TO, Kak rpy00 OH cXBaTWI MeHs. Ero mpuKOCHOBEHHME 3aCTaBUJIO ObICTpee OMThCS MOe
cepaue. [Tycts mydre Tak, YeM 4yBCTBOBATh IOCTOSIHHOE Oe3paziniue K cede.

Jluo [leppara Tenepps BblpakajJo TaMMy SMOLMIA: OT THEBA, BUHBI, TPEBOTH, COXAJICHUS
Y OTYasiHUSA JI0 CTpaxa MoTepsATh. .. MEHs?

— HecHocHast neB4OHKa, ThI XOTh MPECTaBIISIEIb, YTO MOIJIO CITYYUThCS C TOOOM?!

OH ¢ cuoii BCTPSIXHY/I MEHS, CJIOBHO TBITAsICh BPa3yMUTb.

Beccrparnblil Xapar BriepBble B )KU3HU IOYYBCTBOBAJI UCITYT, TO HU3MEHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE
OH Bcerza npesupai. Heyxenu oH nepexuBai u OosIcs 32 MeHsl, KOTJja paclpOCTPaHUIINCh CITYXH
O MOEM HCUYE3HOBEHUU?
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Ot TO¥ MBIC/H, YTO 51 He Oe3pa3nyHa eMy, TOToBa ObLIa 3ariakath. [lomkana ryObl, YTOOBI
NoIOOPOAOK He 3aJpoXkall, HO BCE ke MOYyBCTBOBAIA, KaK HA I71a3a HABEPHYJVCH Cle3bl. 3aMeTHB
Moe coctosinue, lllepBar BAPYr OCTHUT M ¢ BAHOBATHIM BU/IOM OTITYCTHIL.

— Ilpocrtute, Barie BricouecTBo, 51 Ha Mur 3a0bUics. fl He BIpaBe yKas3bIBaTh BaM, Kak TMOCTY-
Tarh.

[ouemy oH Tak Bcerga? Y HEro eCTb Ha 3TO MpaBo. f, He 3a/lyMbIBAsICh, CTYIHIIA ObI B ITPONACTh,
MPUKAXKU OH MHE 3TO C/IeNaTh.

— Th1 3Haemb, IOUEMY 51 PUCKHYJIA BCEM M ITpuJIeTena Ha DpieBaH. ...

— [a, 3Ha10, — XOJOIHO NepeOrT MeHs Xapar, BbIIACpKUBas HE3pUMYIO AUCTaHIuo. Ero iuio
CHOBA CTaJI0 OeccTpacTHBIM. — MHE Ka3aJloch, YTO TOr/Ia B Ca/ly MbI BCE MPOSICHUIIN.

TyT s He Boigep:kana. [1ycTb 3muTcs, pyraer, HeHaBUIUT MEHs, HO 51 OOJIbIle HEe B CHJIaX BBIHO-
CUTb €ro peHeOpeKeHue.

— 41 mepecekia MyCTBIHIO, UCTIBITHIBASI KXy M HEBBIHOCUMYIO kapy. Heckonbko pa3 Haxonu-
Jach Ha BoJsiocke oT cMepTu. CTasa paObIHEl 1 Ha apeHe BBIHYkK/IeHa ObllTa O0POTHCS 3a CBOIO KH3Hb,
Y Thl CMeelllb TOBOPUTH, UTO 1 HAIPACcHO mpuJieresna ciojaa?!

[lepBar nompayxen.

— Bepno. Tebe cronno mpuciymarbcsi K MHEHUIO POIUTENeH M OCTaBaThCsl Ha ApMeHee.

— W BBIfITH 3aMyX 32 HEHABHCTHOTO MIMIIEPATOpa, Thl 9TO XOYellb CKa3aTb?.. — MOW TroJIoC
COpBaJICS.

— Tak 6b110 OBI TTyUIIIe /17151 BCEX HAc. f Beab yke TOBOPHII, UTO JIyUIlel TapTHUH, YeM UMIIEPATOP
DpoHUU, BaM HE HAUTH.

B npoctopHoil KOMHaTe 3BYK XJIECTKOW MOIIEUMHBI MPO3BYyYal HEOKUAAHHO TPOMKO. f yna-
puia IllepBara mo JMILy He OT YyBCTBA MOJTHOTO OSCCHIINS, TIEPETIONHSIBIIIEr0 MEHs1, CKopee AJIsl TOro,
YTOOBI BBI3BATh €TI0 I'HEB, HO 100MIach coBceM Jpyroro. OH C yIMBIEHUEM 3aCThLI, IPUKOCHYBIIHCH
K CBOEH IIIEKe.

— Kasxpiii pa3, Haxofsich Ha Kpato rudenu, s Monia Benukyio Marteps, 9ToObI OHa JapoBaja
MHE BO3MOXHOCTb YBUZIETh TeOs Tiepe]] cMepThio. S He Oosiiach ymepeThb, s1 60s1ach, 4TO HE CMOTY
MpeaynpeauTh Te0st 00 OMacHOCTH.

Kaxercsi, s crana mpoOuBaThCsl uepe3 HEMpUCTYIHYIO0 cTeHy xapara. Ero rmasa cmorpenu
C HE/IOBEPUEM 1 OJHOBPEMEHHO C sIPOCTHBIM XKeJIAHUEM ITOBEPUTH MHE, HO OH IPOJOJIKAI OCTABAThCS
Ha MecTe, POXKUTasi MOTEMHEBIIUM B3IJISIIOM HACKBO3b.

— Pa3Be Tbl He MOHMMAeEIIb, YTO CBOMM Oe3pa3InirueM NPUIMHSENTh MHE HEBBIHOCUMYIO OOJIb?
Sl HuJero Tak He kenayia, Kak ObITh C TOOOW PSIOM U 3HATh, UYTO HYKHA TeOe, HO ThI IMOCTOSHHO

orrankuBai MeHs. [lleppar... — kaaoO0HO MO3Bajia 1 CMHEKOXKEro pJieBaHIla, He B CHJIaX YTO-JIUO0
MIPOU3HECTH.
— MurneHa... — BriepBbIe 32 J0JTOe BpeMsi OOpaTWICS OH KO MHE 10 MMEHHU M B rOJIOCe €ro

MOCJTBIIIATICH OTTOJIOCKU pacKastHUs U 00U, Ka3aJoch pa3pbiBaloliel ero aymry Ha yactu. — [Ipo-
CTH... — 100ABUJI OH THIIIE.

— Mosxenis He u3BHMHATHCA. Cama BUHOBaTa, Hampuaymana cede... — MHe BAPYT CTaJo BCe
HACTOJIBKO O€3pa3IMYHO, YTO S JIMIIb YCTAJIO MPUKpbUIa I1a3a. TombKo 4yBCTBOBAJA, KaK ClIE3bl CKa-
TBIBAIOTCA 10 LIEKaM, OCTABJIASI MOKPbIE JOPOKKHU.

Mee 6b110 Bee paBHO. BoJIb 51 TOUYBCTBYIO MO3Xe, KOT/Ia OCTaHyCh C HEl HaeMHe.

— IlomHuIb: B AETCTBE sI MeYTasa, YTO KOrga-HUOYyJb BMECTO THApPBl Thl YKPACHUIIb MOIO
TOJIOBY CBa/IeOHBIM BEHKOM, CJIOKEHHBIM M3 MPEKpPaACHBIX IBETOB DprieBaHa. B3sB 3a pyky, moBe-
AeIIb [0 JOPOTe, YKPAIIEHHOW XPYIKUMH JierlecTKaMu. Mbl Moriiu ObITh cuacTivBl, llepBar, HO Thl,
BUJIHO, U, TIPaBJIa, HUKOI/IA HE JIIOOU MEeHs.

W... Bemmkass Marteps, OH BHe3arHo nofaics Biepes. Ero gagoHu ¢ HEXXHOCTBIO OOXBATHIIH
MoOe JIMIIO, CTHpasi Clie3bl, a TyObl HakpbuT Mou. Kak ke cnamok Obut mouenyit xapara! f cioBHO
nwia 6aab3aM U3 ero ryod, TepIKUi Ha BKYC, UCHETISIONIMI MOe n3MyUYeHHoe cepate. Pagocts nepe-
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TIOJIHSITa MeHsI 10 KpaeB. Eii Masio ObII0 MpOCTpaHCTBA BHYTPU MEHSsI, U OHA BBIPBAJIach Ha CBOOOY,
okpbLisis. llepBar menTasn Ha 3pJIeBaHCKOM JIACKOBBIE CJIOBA, CMBIC] KOTOPBIX IO MEHS HE JIOXOIMII.
Sl muIb YyBCTBOBAJIA, KK OH JIACKOBO LIEJTyeT MOM ILEKH, I71a3a, PUHOCS YTEeIlIeHNe, yMOJIsist OOJIbIIe
HE COBEpIATh IITyIOCTEM.

— JleBouka mosi... Buogutr ApxyH, s TIbITJICS HE TyMaTth O Tede, OOsICs, UTO B TeOe TOBOPUT
[JIyNoe KeHCKOe YIPSMCTBO, HO Telepb MOHMMAI0, 4To ommbdanicsa. Bo BTopoit pa3 s He MO3BOIMIO
cyapOe 0OMaHyTh MEHs.

OH npyHKK K MOUM ry0am, a s 3aCTOHaNIA, He B CHJIax caepkaTbesl. CXBAaTUBIIKUCH 34 TUIEYH, 5
JIMIIb TeCHEe MPUKUMAJIAch K KPEITKOMY Tely XapaTta. MHe HeJOCTaTOYHO ObLIO ero KacaHWui, XOoTe-
JIOCh TIPUHAJIEKaTh eMy NosHOCThIO. Ero mouenyit msmenwics. Cran 6onee MeAIUTeIbHBIM U BOJI-
HYIOIINM, a AbIXaHue — OoJiee MPEepPHIBUCTBIM. SI3BIK Xapara MPOHUK BHYTPb, BBI3bIBASI Y MEHsI BOC-
TOpr. §l 4yBCTBOBaJIa €ro SHEPruIo, OHA COrpeBasia U 0OBOJIAKMBAJIA YTy MITKUAM TETIOM.

CrynuB Hazaz, notsHyna Illepsata 3a pyKy, a ynaB Ha IIMPOKYIO KpOBaTbh, YBJIEKJA €rO
3a cobor. OH cMOTpesT Ha MeHsI Tak, OyITO He MOT HarsiAeThess. MHe BIPYT MOKA3alioCh, YTO caM
BO3/yX BOKPYT HacC CTaJl HAKAJIATHCS, ONaJIsisl MOM LLEKU.

He 3agymbiBasich, MOTSIHY/IaCh K Ty0aM CHHEKOKEro XapaTa, apsi eMy BCIO CBOIO HEXHOCTb,
BKJIQJIBIBASI BCIO OOJTb OT PA3IyKu. DHEPrusl NOIWIach CUSIIOIIUM TIOTOKOM, HaronHsis Tesio lepara,
HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI IPUHSATD €€, OH BJIPYT COAPOTHYJICS MOMOJIaM, KaK OH HEBBIHOCHUMOW OOJTH.

— Iepgar, yro ¢ TOO0I? — ¢ BOJIHEHUEM CIPOCHIIA s, BCMATPHUBAasiCh B MOOeeBIee 1 UCKa-
KEHHOE JIUILIO.

41 gyBcTBOBaNa ero 0ok, Kak OH TOJIBKO CMOT BBHIHECTH ee?

CxaB pyKH B KyJIaKH, OH OIIepCsl Ha HUX, KPEIKO 3aKMYPHB IJ1a3a. Bce ero Mblibl HanpsIich
70 mpeziena.

41 ¢ 6ecoKOMCTBOM IJIaJIniia €ro JIMIO, MPOCs MPOIIEHNe, HO OH YCTIOKOUJT MEHSI CJIOBAMHU:

— Vke npoxoauT, HAYEro.

OTKpBUI 1132 U MOMPOOOBAJ YABIOHYTHCS MHE.

Beimuio HeyOeauTebHo.

— 51 e BUXKyY, 4TO TeOe HEXOPOIIIO.

OH Jier psi/IoM U TOTIBITAJICS pacciaOUThCs, CKaB MEHs B OOBATHSIX. S Bee ellle BCMaTprBajiach
B €ro cJIerka nooseHeBIIee JIUIIO.

— Ecm npu Kasx1oM HalleM Ioliestye MHe IPUIETCS TEPIIETh TaKylo O0JIb, TO 51 TOTOB. DTy 00JIb
HE CPAaBHUTH C TOM, UTO 51 NCTIBITHIBAJI, KOT/Ia BHIHYK/IEH ObLT OCTABUTh TEOSI.

A 3agymanace.

— Hlepgar...

- M-M-M. ..

— Yro Teneps ¢ Hamu OyeT? — CIpocHiia ¢ BOJIHEHUEM, YTKHYBILHCH B €ro OOK.

— He no3aHo 71 THI 3aymManack 00 3TOM? — C YCMEIIKOM CIPOCKII MEHSI OH U TOJIbKO CUJIbHEe
CKaJl B OOBSITUSIX, HO TeHb OECIIOKOMCTBA BCe e MPOMENIbKHYJIA Ha ero JIUIIE.

— $1 mogymana 06... umnepaTope DPOHUH, OH TaK MPOCTO HE OCTABUT HAC B TIOKOE. . .

— Ha ero mecte 51 ObI TOXE TeOsI HE YITYCTHUI, 3TO TOYHO, — C YJILIOKOH IPOU3HEC Xapar.

[TeITaercs oTBIEYL OT HENPUATHBIX MbICTEN? Tak Ha HEro MOXOXKe.

— Tbl MHE JIbCTHUIIB? — OTBETHIIA €MY B TOH. — Ellle HeIaBHO Thl TOBOPHUJI COBCEM JIPYTOe€.

— [IpoctH, — co Bcell cepbe3HOCTHIO OTBETHII OH MHE M IIPHIKAJICS TyOaMu K MoeMy JIOY, 3a/1yM-
YMBO I3/ 110 BOJIOCAM.

4l 3Hana, 0 yeM oH JymMail. MeHsl CTpaluiIo TO, YTO SIPOHUICKUI UMIIEPATOP ABJISIICS CIUIIKOM
OIAaCHOH ¥ MOTYITIIECTBEHHOM JINYHOCTHIO B ApHaziope. A naxe 60s1ach MpeACTaBUTh, YTO KIET TOTo,
KTO PELINTCs NEPEeNTH eMy Aopory, a lllepsar cran y Hero Ha myTu. MbIC/IEeHHO 51 Monuiach Benmkon
Marepu, 4ToObI OHa, Kak ¥ npexne, He octauia IllepBara u momoria HaMm OOPecTy CYaCThbe.

Tyt B aBepb noctyyanu. Illepsat oto3Bascs, u Bomesn ciayra. CKIOHUBIIMCH, OH OOBSBILL:

20



B. Esepckas. «[Ipunnecca Apmenen. Knura 2. Cepust: ineasibHblid TPEYTroabHUK»

— Bame BemmvectBo, roctb mpoOCUT, 4TOOBI €My IMPEIOCTABMIIM BO3MOXKHOCTh TTOTOBOPHUTH
C BaMH.

— Ko umenno? — cripocu Illepgar.

Ay MeHsI IoYeMy-TO Ceplle CKaJloch, Kak OT mpeauyBcTBus Oenpl. Ciryxu o Oesoil paObiHe-
9POHMIKE MOIJIM JOCTUTHYTh UMIIEPATOpa, a YK OH BIIOJIHE MOXET COIIOCTABUTH (PaKThI.

— Campak Aiiriam, Mot TajiaH, — OTBETHJI CITyTa.

Sl BBIIOXHYIIA C OOJIErYeHUEM.

[MepBat cienan ABMKEHUE, YTOOBI TIOMHATHCS, KaK 1 €r0 OCTAaHOBHJIA:

— 41 ¢ Toboii!

OH yIMBIIEHHO MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Tol eme He nipuien B ceOsi. U... s 3Hal0, 4TO NMpUBEIO BoMHA AffiliaMa BO ABOpell. 3uxad
yIep)KUBAET B CBOEM JIOME €ro ChIHA.

A BCIIOMHUMJIA, YTO BOXK/Ib B34AJ1 Y MECHA OJHY Ba’)XHYIO BEIIb.

— ¥V Mmens eme Oyaer npock0a K TeOe: Ber MPUBECTH BOXKASA-TIOTYKPOBKY, MHE HYKHO TIOTO-
BOPUTH C HUM, — JOOABUJIA 1.

[lepBar 4yyTh HAXMYPHIICS, HO KEJIAHUE COITIACUIICS BBITIOJHUTD.

— Xopoto. — OH oOpatuics k ciayre: — Caenaiite, Kak BeJIMT TOCIIOXKA.

Ciyra Mos4a NOKJIOHWJICS U BBIIIIEN U3 TIOKOoeB. B conpoBoxaennu crpaxu lllepsar u s otnpa-
BUJIMCh B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, € HAC YK€ Kl TOCTb.

Ajilam MornpuBETCTBOBAJI HOBOT'O KOPOJISl MO TPAAMLIMU DplieBaHa, OMYCTUBILUCH HA OIHO
KoJieHo, HO llepBar skecToM MOIHSLT ero.

— bnaronapio, Moii TasiaH, 4To HaILIM BpeMsI IIPUHSATH MEHS B CTOJIb HEpOBHBIN Yac. Kak Tonbko
CIIyXH O BOXK/IE IOCTUIJIM MEHSI, 51 TYT K€ MOCIIEIIUII BO ABOPEIl.

— 3Haio o TBOei npuuuHe, — otBeTr LllepBar, OTKUABIBasCh Ha BBICOKYIO CIIMHKY TpOHa. — 1
Kak pa3 peraio cynp0y 3uxada.

— Ymonsio, Bame BennuectBo, BEpHYTh MHE ChIHA, POkJAEHHOTO B HeBosie. OH U MOs KeHa
¢IBa BbIKUJIU B ITYCTBIHE U €CJIN 6I)I HE CBETJIasd roCrioxa. . .

OH BzIpyT niepeBe B3MJIsA] Ha MEHsI, CHOBA OITYCTHJICS Ha 110J1, KOCHYBIIIUCH €r0 JIOOM, BhIpaxkast
MIPY 3TOM [TyOOUANIIyI0 PU3HATEIBHOCTD, ¥ TTOIHSLI TOJIOBY.

— ...q OBl He OOpes MOKOW, — OH CHOBa KOCHYJICS JIOOM KaMEHHOTO TI0Jia, HO Tereph ero
roJioc BeIpaxas packasiHue. — S BuHoBar nepe] Bamu, Bame BenuectBo, s 3Hau1 0 mmaHax 3uxada,
HO He MpeAyNnpeJu Bac U rOTOB IMOHECTH JII0OOe HaKa3aHWe, TOJNbKO, MPOITy, OCBOOOANUTE MOETO
ChIHA.

— I[Mogaumucsk ¢ kosneH, Aiiiiam, BekoMy BOMHY He MPEeCcTano YHUKAThCs, 1axke Mepel CBOMM
koposem, — orBetw Lleprar. — [lymato, y Tedst OblTa BecKasi IpUYMHA XPAaHUTh MOJTYaHUE.

— Crpaxa! — mpukasan oH oxpaHe. — HememieHHo crynaiite B oM 3uxada U MpUHECUTE
peOeHKa, yIepKMBaeMoro B 3aJI0KHUKAX. 3a KI3Hb MaJbUMKa OTBEYAETE rOJIOBOM !

Aiimam nokJioHwIcs Koposo. CIIyrd ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO OpPOCHIIMCH UCTIONHSTH MPUKA3 CBOETO
TaJjlaHa, s1 e OCTAaHOBMJIA VX, MHE HY)KHO OBLIO NIEPErOBOPUTH C BOXKAEM IMPEK/IE, YEM OTIPABUTHCS
B €ro JoM. Matbumk OylieT HaryraH | JIydlie, eciu s cama 3a0epy ero. OH MOMHHUT MOM TOJIOC U 3amax
Y Ccpasy yCIOKOMTCS Ha pyKax.

B 310 Bpemsi puBeny 3aK0BaHHOTO B 11Ny 3uxada. HecMoTpsi Ha OKOBBI, OH JIepKaJiCsi C JOCTO-
HWHCTBOM, IMOJHAB I'0JIOBY BBICOKO U MMPE3PUTEIILHO OKHUAbIBAA BCEX B3ITIAIOM. Ho ITpyu BUIE MEHA BCC
ero camooOnaganue yneryumiocb. OH OCTAaHOBWJI HA MHE TSDKEJBIN B3IVIsA KPACHBIX IJIa3, CIIOBHO
HAJIMTBIX KPOBBIO. PaHblIle 51 B3ApariBaia oT TaKoro B3IJIsiAA, TEMeph jKe CIIOKOMHO BhIIEpXKaa.

— He myman, uro Tak ObicTpo noHanoomock Ero BenmdecTtBy, — ¢ yemerkoit oopatuiics 3uxad
k [llepsary. — I naxe He ycries IPUBBIKHYTH K TBOEMY F'OCTENIPUUMCTBY M K TEM POCKOIIHBIM ITOKOSIM,
YTO Thl MHE OTBCEII.

CTpa)KHI/IK yaapuii €ro 1o HoramMm 1 TOT yliaJI Ha KOJIEHH, 'POMKO 3BAKHYB LEIIAMMU.
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— INokyonuck Benukomy Tanany! — npukasai ciyra.

VrpiOka Ha rybax y3HMKA cTaja eie mupe. BoT 3auem oH HamepeHHO BhIBOAUT U3 ceOs [lep-
Bata? CaMm e Ha BOJIOCKE OT CMEPTH HAXOIUTCS, a MPOJOJIKAET JePKaThCs TaK, Oy/ATO BIafeeT CUTY-
aryen.

— Pan, 9TO THI 10BOJNIEH, HO BBIHYX/IEH OTKa3aTh TeOe B CBOEM I'OCTEIIPUUMCTBE, — Ka3aJioCh,
yro [llepBar He 3amMeyvas HarJIOCTH Xaparta.

— Hago ke, qymait, 4Tto CTHUIO B CBIPOM TEMHMILIE. Pelni MHe HailTh MECTEUKO Moy yiie?

— MoxHo u Tak cka3arb. Thl BEpHEIILCS B CBOW JIOM M HAUHEIIb HOBYIO JKU3Hb.

Ckazarb, uto 3uxad yauBuics, Het. OH ObUT omaparnes. Jla v s Toxe.

— Tw1 BOT Tak mpocto otmyctuiib MeHs1? He Gourbes 3a CBOIO KU3HD?

— Jla Kak ThI CMeelllb TOBOPUThH TAKOE CBOEMY T'OCIIOAMHY? — BCTPSLT C HErOJOBaHUEeM AMIam,
CXBaTHMBIIKCH 32 MeU. — Eciii ObI He MIJIOCTh KOPOJIsi, Tl ObI JABHO KOPMUJI YEPBEH.

— MokeT UMEHHO 3TOTO s U JOOMBAIOCh, — OTBETUJ BOXK/Ib, TIOBEPHYB K BOMHY TOJIOBY U pac-
TSHYB T'yObl B TIPE3pUTEIbHON yCMeIIKe. — 3a4eM MHE KU3Hb, TOJTHAsl 1030pa ¥ HEBO3MOKHOCTH
OCYIIIECTBUTD CBOE MTPABO Ha OTMINeHHUE. JIydlie cMepTh, YeM Takas JKU3Hb.

— Jaxe eciu ThI 000 BeeM 3adymenib? — cripocut ero Ilepsart.

— U He Hageiics, — 4yTh M He (DBIPKHYJI B OTBET Xapar. — [Ipu mo00i BO3MOKHOCTH 51 CHOBA
TIOITBITAIOCH TeOsT YOUTb.

Hy, Bot ut0 0H roBopur?! lllepBar nomMusoBai ero, a OH OIATh 3a cTapoe. Bot ke xapakrep,
nipex ero Bo3pmu!

— 3uxab, cornaiaiicsi 1 He YIOpCTBYH B cBoeM HamepeHuu rporHeBath IllepBara. Ha TBoem
MecTe JIydllie Bce 3a0bITh M HauaTh HOBYIO JKU3Hb.

3uxad B3APOrHYII OT 3ByKa MOETO rojioca U HalpsKEHHO 3aMep.

— 3a0pITh?! — B €ro rojoce MpOCKOJIb3HYIM HEMPUKpPHITash 00Jb U pazoyapoBaHue. Tl Obl1a
MOs1, TIPHHIIECCA, A TeTephb MPHUHAJICKHUIIIb IPYTOMY.

— 51 HuKorza He ObUIA TBOEH, — THXO OTBETUJIA, YyBCTBYSI HEJIOBKOCTh. — Thl CUJION yIep:KUBaJ
MeHsI B TUIEHY, TPEBPATHUB B PaObIHIO.

— O1HO TBOE CJIOBO — M g TOTOB OBUT OTIATh TEOE BCE, YEM BJIAJIEIO.

— MHe He HyXHBI ObLTH TBOM OOTaTCTBA.

— Tel mpaBa. 3ayeM apMeHEWCKOW HACIIeTHOW MPHUHIIECCE KaJTKue MOOPSAKYIIKH KaKOTro-TO
BOXIs1. HO, BUKY, THI BIIOJTHE YTEIIWIACh HOBBIM KOPOJIEM.

Sl BcribIXHYIa, HO yAepiKajiach OT €JKOTrO OTBETA.

— Kcratn, o no6psikymkax. He xouernis BepHyTh MHE MO#t OpacieT?

3nxad HACMEITMBO TJISTHYIL.

— Ha DpneBane cyiecTByeT 3aKOH: BCe, UTO MPUIILIO B TBOM PYKH — TBoe. Eciu s mpaB, Thl
XOYelIb MOY4YUTh TOT OpaciieT, KOTOPHIM Tereph MPUHAJIEKUT MHE. MHe Beera OblIo TOOOIBITHO,
YTO 3TO 3a MITYKOBHHA.

He Buzena cmbicia CKpbIBaTh, MOSTOMY OTBETHJIA:

— DT0 CBOEro poAa yCTPOMCTBO, MPH MOMOIIA KOTOPOTO MOXKHO HE TOJIbKO YIPaBJIATh Kopad-
JIeM, HO U TepeMeniaThCsl.

— Bor kak! 3HaunT, MHE TOra He NMOKA3JI0Ch, YTO THI XOTEJA C €0 [OMOIIBI0 COEXaTh.

— BepHu MHe ero! — notpeboBaa s Ha3a/1 CBOM Opacrier.

— He xoueris 71 9TUM cKa3ath, 4TO U ceiiyac HamepeHa coexarb? OT Hero? — KUBHYJI OH B CTO-
pony IllepBara, Kak HY B 4eM He ObIBAJIO, OTYETO JIMIIO KOPOJISl MPHOOPESIO MPAYHOBATHINA BH/I.

Bor ke, mpex nmpoksiteiii! OH SIBHO ceroHs 100beTcs CBoel cmepTu!

— Kopalis He MOW, U s JOJKHA BEPHYTh €0 CBOMM OpaThsIM.

— Y0 X, MOHMMAIO, HO y MEeHs OyJIeT O/THO yCJIOBUE. 3a TBOEl BEIUIIel MbI OTITIPABUMCS BMeE-
cre.
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— Tw1 HeMHOTO 3a0bIBaelIb, B KAKOM ThI ceiivac moyioxkeHnu. — [lepedut ero koposns. — He Tebe
CTaBUTh yCJIOBUSI.

— Tr1 Mens xoporno 3Haenb, [llepBar, HUKaKast BITKA HE 3aCTABUT MEHsI 3aTOBOPHTb.

— S moctymmo IpyruM myTeMm, Thl CaM MHE PacCKasKelllb, IJe HAXOAUTCS TeJeropTep.

— O-0-04YeHb MHTEPECHO, KaK THI 3TOTO I00bEIILCS, — PACTATUBAS CJIOBA, IPOrOBOPUIT 31Xal.

— TbI KOorga-HUOYAB CITBIIIAT O CIIOCOOHOCTSIX pachl ByTeKaH? — clerka MpUILypsCh, TIOUHTEpe-
COBAJICSI KOPOJIb, ¥ TIO peakiuu 3uxada s MOHIA, YTO OH MPEKPACHO OCBEIOMIIEH 00 9TOM.

— OHH cIOCOOHBI 3aCTABUTh PACCKA3aTh BCE, UTO Thl 3HACIIIb, & TAKKE MOTYT 3aCTaBUTh 3a0bITh
000 BceM.

3uxad 3amMeTHO modeTHe.

— Ocranoch TONBKO HAWTU OJHOTO M3 HUX, OONAJAIONIETO TAKOM CHJIOM HA STOW MPOKJIATON
BCeMHU OOraMu IJIaHeTe, — XpaOpuIICs BOKIb.

— Bamre BenmuectBo, BBl 3By MeHsI? — TOCIBIMIAICA 3HAKOMBIN rojioc. OOepHYBIIUCH, S
OT YOMBJICHUsI OTKpbUIa poT. OT OOKOBOM IBEPH K TPOHY MPHOITMIKAJICS ByTEKAaHUH B YEPHOU OJIeKIE,
HAIOMUHAIOIIEH psCY CBSIIEHHMKA, TOT CaMblii CTAPHK, KOTOPBIA KOTIA-TO MOMOT MHE OeccleqHO
cOexaTh U3 ABOPIIA.

— Bol BoBpeMms, yBaskaeMsblii cux [lymep.

Tot noknonuscs, npuserctBys Lllepara, a moToM 0OpaTUIICS KO MHE:

— Pan HOBOI1 BeTpeye, npuHIiecca. Buky, HalM MmyTH CHOBA NEPECEKIINCH.

— He 6bi1a yBepeHa, 4To BHjesa Bac Ha yJIuIle ropoaa, HO celvac MOHMMAI0, YTO He OIMOIach.
3HauuT, BOT II€ BBl eI 00OCHOBATHCS ?

— Ila, Mmost mpuHIecca. DpiieBaH — 3TO MECTO, Ky/la HalpaBuia MeHsI cama Cyip0a.

ITotom on obpatmics k [llepsary:

— Yewm s mory ObITh TIOJIE3eH 151 Bamero BenmyectBa?

— V3Haii, rae XpaHuTcs: OpacieT IPUHIIECCHI.

— DTO HEe COCTABUT TPYTHOCTH, ECJIM KTO-TO U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX 3HAET O €r0 HaXOXKICHHH.

— U g x04y, 4TOOBI TH PUMEHWJI CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, BEPHEE, OTHY CIIOCOOHOCTh — 3a0BEHHE.
MsHe HyKHO, YTOOBI ThI CTE€p MaMsITh, OCTABUB HAWJTyUIlIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS JIETCTBA.

ByTekanuH Moirya oOpaTiii B30p CBOMX OeJIbIX IV1a3 Ha 3aKJIIOYEHHOTO B IIETIsAX XapaTta.

— 51 monaraio 9T0 HaKa3aHUe 32 YUUHEHHBIE 3710/IesTHuUsA. UTO *Ke. ..

— Iocroit! — 3a6ecmokonics BOXIb. — A Kak ke MOe MPaBo Ha ToclieiHee xenanue? 3a0Be-
HHE — MpoLIelypa AOBOJIBHO OOJIe3HEHHAs], He KaXIblil BBDKUBAET MOCIIE 3TOTO.

— Tbl MOXeITb 00JIerYnTh HaM 33/1a9y M PaccKasaTh, KyJa CIpsiTas OpacieT. — CIIOKOMHO Tpei-
noxwi lepsar. — 1 toraa cux [lymep nocrapaercst crepeTb TBOU BOCIIOMUHAHUS C HAUMEHBIIIMMU
MOCJIEICTBHUSIMH.

— 51 xouy mompomarscs... U caenaaTh MPOUIAJBHBI MOJAPOK. — 3MXad MPSMO MOCMOTpeEN
Ha MeHs1. — Ecnu npuHIiecca nogoiner onmxe. . .

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO, — KaTeropuuHo orsetu Llepgar.

— 4 noponny. He gymato, 4T0 OH IPUYUHUT MHE BpE/I.

VBepeHHO cTana MpuOIMKAThCS K BOXKIIIO M OCTAHOBUJIACH B IIare OT Hero. 1 dyBcTBOBasia
HarpsKeHHbIN B3 mooumoro. Korna 3uxab nonusisics ¢ koneH, Llleppar 1axe nmpuBcTa, rOTOBBIH
TYT e U30aBUTh MEHS OT OMACHOCTH, HO sl PyKOH OCTaHOBMJIA €T0.

— Bce B nopsizke, — ycnokouna s [lepsara.

3uxald B3I MOIO PYKY U PUJIOKIICS K Hel TyOamu. Takast macka ckopee Oblla HeOXHUIaHHO-
CTBIO /17151 MEHs1. §1 B3[pOTHYJIa OT MIPUKOCHOBEHHUS U €llle OTTOTO, YTO KOJBIO C KPOBABHIM KaMHEM
MPOXJIAI0M Jiersio B JiagoHb. [lepcrens Cuxpapiarta. OH OTas ero, 3Hasi, 4YTO €My OHO yXke He TTOMO-
*keT. KombIlo OTKPBIBAJIO TOJNBKO 3MEKTPOHHBIE YCTPOWCTBA. 3uxal, Beera MoJaBIsIoNMi BIaCTHO-
CTBIO M B KAaKOW-TO CTENEHH I'pyOOCThIO, UCXOJSAIIEH OT HEro, Ha 9TOT pa3 YAUBWI U 00€30pYKHUII
MIPOCTHIMHU CJIOBAMHU:
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— ThI HaBcer/Ia OCTAHENILCSI B MOEM Ceplle, Jaxe eCIM MCUYe3HEIb U3 MOMX BOCTIOMUHAHUIA.
Moe cepaiie 3aroMHUT TeOs, HO s XO4y, YTOOBI M THl HHOTIA TyMajia 000 MHe.

W oH mpuiokwI Apyryio MO PyKy K cBoei rpymu. Sl He cpa3y MOHsIA, YTO MPOMCXOMIMT,
a KOrJ1a MojI MaJibllaMH YTO-TO 3aMepIIaJio M BCIIBIXHYJIO, ObLIO yike o3aHo. [TocienHee, uro yBuaena
nepes TeM, Kak MeHs TIOTSHYJIO BBEePX, 3TO IMMPOKYIO, MOJTHYI0 KOBApCTBa YIIBIOKY 3uxada.

U neproe, uto yBuaena, Oblia Bce Ta ke MUPOKas yIbIOKa XapaTta.

MBp1 oKka3amch Ha KocMudeckoM kopaose. [locnenHuii pa3 s mpuBsizaia HaXoXJIeHUe Opaciera
K PaCroJIOREHUIO 3BE3/10JIeTa, TIO9TOMY MBI TaK OBICTpO mepeHeciuch. Kopabib OpaTheB Bce Bpems
HAXOJWJICSA MOOIM30CTH, HEBUIMMBIN IS TJIa3 M pajapoB Bucen Haj IllumapaHom, He mpuBieKast
BHUMAHUSI.

— Th1... Tol Bce Bpemsi HOCHII ¢ coO0i Moy Gpacier?

— He mor e s I0ImyCcTuTh, 4TOOBI TaKas Mmojie3Hasl Belllb Mponaja, u Obul ipaB. OHa chirpaia
MHE HEIUIOXYIO CITYXOy.

— Kak sxe Tbl IOHST, KaK MOb30BaThcst OpacieTrom? Thl He MOT 3HATh 36MHOTO SI3bIKA.

— A g u He 3Ha71. [IpocTo 3amoMHMI, Ky/a Thl XOTeJIa HakaTh B TOT pa3, KOrja XxoTena coexarb
oT MeHs. Kak HM TiBITalicss — HUYEro He BeIXoamao. OcTaBajioch TOJNBKO OJHO — OTIEYATOK TBOETO
MaJibIa aKTUBUPYET TEJICTIOPT.

— Heyxemu o1 mymaenib, Tebe ymactcs u3dexaTh Kapbl? — He CKpbIBasl capKazMma, CIpocuia
s 3uxada.

— Hoporas, s1 yXke 3T0 cienan! — ¢ IpeBOCXOACTBOM B T0OJIOCE OTBETHII OH.

— Henanonro, moeps, — yoexaana s ero. — Y Illeppara ects KopaOIib 1 OH. ..

— Iloka oH oco3HaeT, Mbl yxe OyaeM aaneko ¢ ToOou. Jla ¥ Kak s IOHsUI, TBOW KOpadib He Tak
JIETKO OOHAPYKHTh. ApMeHeHCKHe KOpaOIu BCeria CIMTAIUCH JTydiiuMu. — OH 0OBeJI I71a3aMU TIJ1aB-
HBIT OTCEK MO YIPABJICHUIO U TYT ke TIepeMEeHIT TOH. — MuJiasi, Kyaa Obl Thl XOTeJNIa OTIPABUTLCS? —
rOJIOCOM HOBOWCIICUSHHOTO M 3a00TJIMBOTO MYKeHbKa CIIPOCKII MeHsI OH, OY[ITO MHTEpEeCOBaJICs, Tie
HaM JTydIlle POBECTH MeJIOBbIA MECHII.

VYouna Obl. Her, moxanyi, tak jierko He otaenaercsa. CHavana Obl TIOMYYHJIa XOPOITIEHBKO,
Y KaHJQJIbl, KCTAaTH, I 9TOW MM UMeIoTCs. TellemopTUpOBaIoCh TOIBKO TO, YTO KAacaIoCh KOXKU
3uxaba Bo BpeMs nepeHoca. Ho To, 4to menu ocranuch Ha DpieBaHe, He Oefia, MPUIyMaeM 4To-
HUOYb BMECTO HUX.

S yxe KuBO TpesicTaBisIa ceOe, Kak MpHBsA3aia Obl €ro K MOTOJIKY, paccTaBuiia Obl MIMPOKO
€ro HOTH U OTXJiecTasia Obl KHyTHKOM [1a MOXECTYE, MOKECTYE. . .

Tak, HaJ10 HeMeIJIEeHHO OCTaHABJIMBAThH CBOIO OYpHYIO (DAHTA3MIO, @ TO BOH KAK CMOTPUT BbIKH-
Jalolle, ¢ SBHBIM TIpe/IBKyIIeHueM. MHe Bcer[ia rOBOPWIIM, YTO TI0 MOEMY JIMITY MOKHO YHUTATh, KaK
1o packpeiToit kKHMre. [lomkana ryobl, BBIOXHYIA U YCIIOKOWIAch. Termeph MOXHO yOMBATh, Thy,
Bo3Bpamark. Ha 3emute, ciblmana, OBITYyeT Takol METOM, KaK «JIOBJIS Ha JKUBIa», BOT celYac 3TUM
1 3aiiMeMCHl.

B3MaxHyB UIMHHBIMU PECHHUIIAMH, TPU3BIBHO YIBIOHYIAach. [loToM, He 00OpaunBasich, MpH-
TMO/THSUIACh HA HOCOYKAX M ceJia Ha KPYIJIBIA CTOJ, JEMOHCTPATUBHO TIOJIOKUB OTHY HOTY Ha HOTY.
[Mapon CToyH ¢ MeHsI MOXeT U HUKaKasi, HO Ha 3uxada MOU JEUCTBHS MTPOU3BEINA HEU3IIAqMMBbIi
3 dexT. Pa3pes rmiaThs mpu 3TOM OTKPbUT JIMHUIO Oe/ipa v MPUTSHYJ MYKCKOU B3I . 3uxal CriioT-
HYJI, He CBOJISl TJIa3 C MOMX HOT.

— A Tbl MOJIOZIETI, BOCXHUIIAIOCh TBOEH CMEKAJIKOW U YMEHHEM BBIXOAWTH W3 BOIBI CYyXUM, —
MOXBAJTWJIA 51 BOX/Is1. — Kak MCTHHHBIN BOWH JI0 TIOCJIEIHETO HE CAACIIBCA.

B riryOmHe KpacHBIX I71a3 3aKercsl OroHb, a Ha ryoax MPOCKOJIb3HY/Ia OCTOPOKHAS YIIBIOKA.

— Heysenu ThI O1leHMIIa, HAKOHEI], MOM CIIOCOOHOCTH ?

— JlomkHa IpU3HATh, ThI MEHS YIUBHII CETOTHS.

Jlaxe BpaTh He MPUXOIUIIOCH, IEHCTBUTEILHO TIOPA3UIL.

— Pan 310 coblmark, — OH CTal MeJUIEHHO MPUOTMKATHCS KO MHE.
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Sl omycTuia pecHUIIbl, TOJBKO Obl HE BBIIATh CBOEW PaJoCTH. PhIOKa MpOrIoTHIa HaKUBKY,
CTOMJIO TOJIBKO TOOIIPUTH MYKCKOE CaMOJTIoOue.

— 4l Mory 1 He Tak yAMBUTH, — C IPU/IBIXAaHUEM IIPOTOBOPHII XapaT. — Tebe CTOUT TOJBKO MOTpo-
CUTb.

CraB HaNmpoOTHB U TOJIOKUB JIAJOHHU HA CTOJI, OH OIepCsl Ha HUX, TAKMM 00pa3oM, 51 0OKa3ajach
ME>K/1y €ro BHITSHYTBHIX PYK, a JIUIIO €r0 MPHOIU3HIOCH CIUIIKOM OJTM3KO, HACTOJIBKO, UTO JbIXaHUE
Halle CMeIaioch.

3710 OBUIO BOJHUTENBHO U OMACHO. Terepb CI0KHO ObUIO MOHATH: KTO M3 HAC KOIIKA, a KTO
MBIIIKA. f 3aHepBHUYANA U MPUKYCHJIA HUKHIOI TyOy, Koraa pyka 3uxada mpomuiachk mo oOHaKeH-
HoMYy Oezipy. YyBCTBYsl, UTO Urpa 3alllla CIMIIKOM JaJieKo, pelnia, 9YTO MOMEHT HacTall.

OpnHax bl MHE yIAJI0Ch BHIKJTIOUUTh CO3HaHMe 3uxaba HeHaJ0/Iro, MOXKET, yIACTCs M cefuac.
Ho oH c/1oBHO 0:xu1a)1 OT MEeHs TAKOH MOJISIHKY, pyKa ObljTa epexBaueHa, a caMa s pukara K CTOIy.
Tsxeno 3aplaB, MpUKa3aia OTIYCTUTh MEHSI, Ha YTO YCIbIIIaia oOemalolee:

— Huxkorpa!

Sl monbITanack cOPOCUTH € ceOsl TSKETIOe TeJIO, OH e B OTBET TOJIBKO JOBOJIBHO PAaCCMEsUICS.
Ero pyka He criema mporuiach 1o Bcemy MOeMy Telly, 3a/IepXKUBasICh HA XOJIMHUKaX TPyAU U TPOBO-
[UPYs BBICKA3aTh €My B JIUIIO BCE, UTO s1 O HEM Jymaio. Mou BechbMa HeJIeCTHBIE BBIPAXKEHHU s, CAMBIE
3a00pHCTBIC CPABHEHHUSI C 3eMHBIMU )KUBOTHBIMU U STIUTETHI, IIPUCTABJICHHBIC K HUM U BbIJICpKaHHbIE
B JIyYIIMX TPAJUIASIX PYCCKOTO SI3bIKA, 3aCTABUIIN ObI TOKPACHETHh OA0YIIIKY U JSTYIIKY 3a BOCITUTA-
HUE CBOEH BHYUKH.

Sl ToNbKO XOTeNa BhIATh OUYEPEHYIO TIOPIHIO, KAK HEOKMIAHHO 3aMHIajia KHOIIKA aKTUBALIUH
TeJIETIOPTa U pa3/IaiCs TOJIOC BUPTYAIbHOTO UCKYCCTBEHHOTO MHTEIJIEKTA, B IIIYTKY HA3BaHHOTO Opa-
Thamu Jlopoit. OH win, BepHee ObLIo Obl CKa3aTh OHA, MPOCHIIA MIOATBEPKICHUS 3aIIpoca.

epgar! Tonbko Ha ero kopadse ObUT yCTaHOBJIEH TestenopT. 1 Habpaa B JIerkue BO3IyX U yKe
xoTesna OblIo 3aKpuyath Jlope, 4To Jaio paspelieHre, Kak MO pOT 3aKPbUIM CaMbIM HAIJIBIM CIIOCO-
Oo0M.

[Tonenmyem.

Curnan notyx, a 3uxab u He codupascs oTmyckarh MeHs. To, YTO yIOBOILCTBUE OT MOLEITYS
UCIIBITBIBAJT OH O/INH, HIIYTh HE PACCTPAMBAJIO €r0, a MOJICTErMBajIo Ha OoJiee aKTBHBIE IeiCTBUS. 51
TMOIyMBIBaJIa yKe TIONTH Ha KpailHUe Mepbl, TaK KaK CKUHYTb C ceOsl 9TOr0 Kauka He MPeACTaBIsIoCh
HUKaKOH BO3MOKHOCTH, KaK IMOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 CBOOOIHOM OT MOCSTATENIbCTB.

Vike xotena 00paioBaThes, 1a TOJBKO PAAOCTh MOSI MTHOBEHHO YJIETYYMIIACh ITPU BUIE. .. PO-
Hulickoro umrneparopa. Ha Apumana Banapyana OpUto CTpanrHo CMOTPETh, U 5 3aKMYPHIIACh, MbITa-
SICh OTOTHATh BUJICHUE.

He nomoro.
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I'naBa 4

Ilocne Toro kak mpuHIIECCa UCYE3/Ia U3 3ayla BMecTe ¢ BoxaeM, Lllepsar He Tepss LEHHOTO
BpeMeHH, OpOCHIICS CO CTpakel K B3JIETHOM IUIONIA/IKe, PACTIONOKEHHOH BO BHYTPEHHEM JBOPHKE.
Tam OH ocTaBuII CBOI HEOOJIBIION 3BE3/0JIET.

KakoBo e ObUTO ero yauBieHMe, KOorjna Ha IUIOHfaaKy TenenoprupoBaiics Jlopa Banapyan
C OXpaHOM B HECKOJIBKO SPOHUIILIEB.

[lepBaty npuIuIOCh 3aMeJIUTH 1IAT ¥ OCTAHOBUTHCS, YTOOBI IOIPUBETCTBOBATH UMIIEPATOPA.

— Honrux mukiioB Ero BennuectBy u npouseranusa Ero Mmnepuun, — caepkaHHO ITPOU3HEC
[lepsar.

Jlopa ApumaH niypusics oT IpKOro CBETa, HO EMY 3TO HE ITOMEIIAJIO MPOUTUCH OLIEHUBAIOILAM
B3[JISIOM TI0 BBICOKOM M MOTy4eu (purype BOMHa.

— Kro 6bI MOr nogymars, 4To B CJAEAYIOILYIO HAIly BCTpedy s Oy/ly YIOCTOEH YeCTH pa3roBapu-
BaTh C HOBBIM KoposieM DpreBaHa. TeOs MOKHO Mo31paBuTh, I1lepBar?

— OOoiiiemcs 6€3 LIBETOB U MOJAPKOB, — BCE TAKKE XJIaAHOKPOBHO OTBETUJI XaparT.

Hmneparop XMBIKHYJI.

— A TBOEMy CHOKOICTBHIO MOKHO 1M03aBUI0BaTh. Ha TBoeM MecTe st Obl yxke Hauas OecroKo-
UTbCA.

— W3BUHM, y MeHs1 oueHb IUIOTHBIN Tpacduk. He mory ynenuth Tebe DOKHOTO BHUMAHUS
Y BBIHYK/ICH 3aKOHUYMTh Hall pa3roBop.

[Iepsar caenai mar B CTOPOHY, HO ObLT OCTAaHOBJIEH SPOHUICKOM CTpaKen.

— 51 Obl He cremmI Tak. .. — HayaJl SpoHUcKuil JIopa 1 BEKUAAOIIE 3aMOJIK.

— Xo4y 3aMETHUTb, Thl HAXOAMIIBCA HA MOEH 3eMJIE, U {1 BIIPABE PACLIEHUBATh 9TO KaK Hamaje-
Hue, — npenynpeaui llepsar. OxpaHa 3a ero 1jie4yamMy HalpsAIiach, CXBaTUBLIUCH 32 MEUU.

— Yro TH, HU B KOeM ciy4vae, — Jlopn ApumaH NPUNIOAHSUI PYKH, NOKa3blBasi OTKPBITHIE
JMagoHU. — Thl 3HaelIb, YTO S TOJIBKO 110 OHOM MPUYMHE 371ECh.

— IIpunueccsl MusieHbl HET Ha DprieBaHe.

— A y MeHs1 ObUTH JIpyTHe CBEJICHU S, — HACTOWYMBO MTPOAOJIKAJ SPOHUIICKUIA UMIIEpaTop, CBES
OpOBM Ha MEpeHOCULIE.

— Ha DpneBane HOBOCTH 3ana3bIBaloT.

— W rze xe oHa? — 0OMaHYMBO JOOpOXKeIaTeIbHBIM TOHOM cripocuil uMneparop Illepsara.

— IMono3pesarto, uto y cebdst Ha Kopadie.

Jlopn ApuMaH HaXMypHJICS U MEAJIEHHO OOBEJ B3INISZIOM SPJIeBAHCKUX BOMHOB, HO €TI0 BHU-
MaHMe NPUBJIEK CTAPMK, HAXOIMBIIMNCA B TEHU apKaj OTKPBITOM JABOPLIOBOM Tajieper, HEMOJAJIEKY
OT MOCAJOYHOU IUIOIIAJKH.

Bariaa ero cran NpoOH3UTENIBHO OCTPBIM.

— Ilogonny Ko MHe, ByTEKaHWH, Y ITOKaXH, YTO Tl BUJEJ U 3Haelllb. Thl BEIb JOrafbIBaclIbCs,
41O OYJET, M OCIyIIAeIIbCsl MOETO MpuKa3a?

Crapuk nogurHuiIcs. OH 3HaJl, 4YTO UMIIEPATOPY He OTKa3bIBAIOT. [IpOIM3UBIINCH, OH CIIOKNT
JIaJIOHN BEPXHUX PYK M 3aKpbul M1a3a. CoBepliiast KpyroBble JBUKEHHS, OH CO3/1aJ Iap MblcieoOpa-
30B U IICTHJI B CTOPOHY 9POHUICKOro uMriieparopa. Mimo3us Oblia HaCTONBKO peasibHa, 4To 3acTa-
BUJIa OKPY’KaBIIMX BOMHOB BOCXMILEHHO 3aMEpETh, PasliisAabBas poucxonsdilee B mape. Mmmnepa-
TOP HAXMypuJ1 OPOBH.

— Bor kak, — mpousHec OH. — A s Bce iyMaJl: Kak MpHHIIecce yAaltoch cOexaTh ¢ pOJHOM IlIa-
HeTbl? U cynist 1o ToMy, UTO ThI IOKa3aJjl, OHAa ceiuac IeWCTBUTEIbHO Ha cBoeM Kopabie. Uto Oyneris
nenats, [llepBar? — oOparuics Jlopn ApuMaH K 9p/ieBaHCKOMY BOUHY.

— 4 kak pa3 HamepeBaJIcA MOCIENOBATh 3a HEN.

— MoXHO NOMHTEepecoBaThCsA, KAKUM 00pa3oM? — CPOCHIT UMITEpaTop.
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— Ha moeM kopa6iie ecTh HOBEHIIHIA TeJIeTopTaTop.

— Ilo3Bonuiib B3MMISAHYTH?

— He paccuunTbiBaii, uTo BO3bMYy TEOS C COOOI.

— Y10 THI, MHE MTPOCTO JIIOOOIBITHO B3IJISIHYTh.

Onu B3o1LH Ha 60pT Kopadis. Ho yeumus [llepBara okazanuch HalrpacHbI, 3apoc Ha MepeHOC
ocrtascsi 6e3 oTBeTa.

— Tsl Benp MoHUMAEIIIb, YeM MOKET 0OEPHYThCSI TBOE MpoMeIeHne? — U0 ApuMaHa CTajio
’KECTKUM, a TJ1a3a XOJIOIHO MIOCMOTPENIY Ha Xapara.

— IToatomy s monporry Baiie BenruecTBo MOKUHYTh MO¥ KOpadiib, 51 COOMPAIOCh B3JIETET.

— Th1, BUIHO, 32061, UYbe U300peTeHue Testenoprep. S Mory B 1000 MOMEHT OKa3aThCsl PSIOM
C MPUHIIECCOM, MHE He HY’KHO 4be-TO paspelieHue. 51 npeiarao Tede cIenky.

[epar konedaics.

— HaspiBaii cBOIO 11eHY, — HAKOHEII COTJIACHIICS OH.

— Ilpunuecca BepHercs Ha ApmeHero. Co MHOIA.

[lepBar cxan Kynaku.

— ThI Beib ¢ caMoro Havasa 3HaJl, YTO TaK U MPOU30UAET. Y TeOs He ObUIO HU €JUHOTO IITaHCA.
Y DpneBaHa NpakTUYECKU HET BOEHHBIX KOpalJiel, B TO BpeMs Kak DpoHuiickas ViMmepust HaCUuThHI-
Baer 1esbie ¢rotuun. [lomymaid, 9To CTaHeT ¢ MIaHEeTOM, eCI OOPYIIUTh MOITb XOTsI Obl HECKOJIb-
KHX MOMX KopaOiei.

— D710 ceftuac npsamas yrposa? Iloxoxe, 3To Thl 3a0bLT, YTO IO UMITEPUU JAJIEKO U MHE HUYETO
HE CTOUT, KaK yOuTh TeOs1 ceruac.

— W pazBszath 3tiM rasnaktudeckyio BowHy? HMcxon ee Oyner oueBuaeH. Tol mpomeHselb
MHUMOJIETHOE JIMYHOE CYACThe Ha KM3HU CBOMX MopaaHHbX?! [Toka Mbl criopyM, MpUHIIECCa MOKET
CTaTh XEHIMHOW TBOEro Bpara. K ToMy ke, BOCIIONB30BaThCS TEJIEHOPTOM s1 CMOTY B TOM ClIydae,
ecii ee Kopabib He TIOKUHYJT OpOUTYy DpJieBaHa.

[epBar cTrcHy:1 3yObl, THITASICh CAEPKATH CBOM I'HEB.

— 4 cornacen. [IpuHniecca OTIpaBUTCs ¢ TOOO — 3TO €AMHCTBEHHOE, UTO sl MOTY TeOe 0OeIaTh,
€CJIM Thl BEPHEIIb ee.

— Bot u cnaBHO, — ynbIOHYJICA umnepatop. — [IpUsaTHO UMeTh IeI0 C YMHBIM IpaBHUTENIEM,
0COOEHHO C TeM, Y KOTO UyBCTBA MOAYMHSIOTCS pa3yMy.

Jlopn AprMaH NO-CBOWCKH TOXJIONAJ 10 TUIedy KOpoJis, He oOpaliast Ha To, YTO BUJ Y TOTO
OBbLIT COBCEM He JPYKECTBEHHBIN U, HACTPOUB Opacliet, ucyes.

keksk

S nymana, nopn Aprman yobeT 3uxada. Hukorna He Buesna, 4ToObl IMIIEpaTop Tak CMOTpET,
BepHee, YHUUTOXkal B3rsiioM. [lotom oH Oyaro ouHysics, rpuiien B cebs 1 OpOCHI Ha MO aBTo-
MaTUYeCKUe HapyYHHUKH, KOTOPble MTHOBEHHO OO€3/IBMKUIIM XapaTa, PUTBO3MB MarHUTHBIM TIOJIEM
K Kopabmo. Borbiie oH He cMoTpen Ha 3uxala, He CUMTast ero JOCTOMHBIM CBOETO BHUMAHMUSI.

— Buxy, 51 kak pa3 BoBpeMs. Baiia caMOCTOSITEIBHOCTh HM K YeMy XOpOIIIeMY He TpHBeJa,
MpUHIIECCa.

S ke Tak W He ycriena OJEepHYTH IUIAThe, JieKala, MPUTIOTHSBIIMCH HA JIOKTSIX, PAaCTEPsHHO
B3Upasi TO Ha 3poHuiickoro Jlopna, To Ha B30EMIEHHOro Xapara, TIIETHO IMBITAIOIIETrOCsl BHIPBATHCS
U3 TyT.

[MpucTanbHBIH B3I UMIIEPATOPA, IPOIIEAIIAIN IO MOMM OOHAKEHHBIM HOT'aM, 3aCTaBUII MEHS
CMYTHUTBCS ¥ IOYYBCTBOBATh HEJIOBKOCTh M 3aI03/IJIBII CTHIJI.

Koraa oH mpoTsiHyn MHE HaBCTpedy JIaJoHb, YTOObI MOMOYb MOTHSATHCS, MPHIIUIA, HAKOHEI,
B ce0s1, HO pyKH He nofasia. Horm ObICTpo MpUKpbLIa, CIyCTUIACH HA MO ¥ TIOCTapasiach U300pa3uTh
HEBO3MYTHMOCTb Ha JIMIIE.

— 51 Morya 1 cama CripaBUTBCS, HO 32 TIOMOIIb crIack00, — CyX0 modJarogapuia s.
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— Bor kak?! — HeIOBEpUMBHIM TOHOM CIPOCHJI UMIIEPATOP, HO HE CTaJl Jajiblile MPOIOIKaTh,
a JINIIb TAKTUYHO U BEXKJIMBO Mpeuiokmt: — Toraa no3sosbte Bac conpoBonuts 0OpatHO Ha Dpre-
BaH.

MHe nokazasnocs, 4to s ocibimainack. Ha Dpnesan?! f celiuac TOYHO pa3roBapuBaio ¢ SPOHUN-
ckum Jlopnom? [To UCKyCCTBY TUIETEHUsI MHTPHT C HUM BPsJ] JIM KTO CPABHUTCS. 32 STUM SIBHO CTOUT
KaKOM-TO MO/IBOX.

— BbI Tak BHE3ammHO OCTaBWJIM TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, HE MOMPOIIABIINCH C KOPOJIeM, & OH BOJIHYETCS,
MecTa cebe He HaXOOWT, — MOKYPHJI MEHs MO-OTedecKr umreparop. — S oberan, 4to BepHy Bac
B 1IEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH.

S «moaBucia» HeMHOTO B Bo3ayxe. S ceftuac cruno? Torna He Oyaute meHs. OIHO U3 OBYX:
i Benukass Mareps ycrbliniana Mou MONUTBBI, win Jlopn Banapyan Bce ke mpecrenyer Kakyo-To,
OJIHOMY €My BeIoMYyIo 1iesib. He Bepio s1 B BeIMKOAYIIINE SPOHUMIIA.

[Mpuninock noBepuTh, Korjaa nepeq riazamu npexacran llepear, HO JUIO €ro HE BBIPAKAIO
pamoctu. Tonbko obneryeHue.

Apuman Banapyan npousnec, obpamasce k Ilepsary:

— Kak Bugwinb, st BBIIOHWI cBOe oOenanue. § naxke pemt He yOuBaTh OITyKPOBKY, TyMalo,
THI JIy4Ille MEHSI IPUIyMAaeIllb, KaK C HUM TOCTYIUTh.

MHe cTajio UHTEPECHO, KaK PelIuTcs Tenephb cyapda 3uxada, uTo 5 Aake He CIPOCUiIa UMIie-
paropa nipo obemanwue, nanaoe [llepsary. )Knana oreera.

— 4l 3akoH4y Havaroe, — nmpousHec Illepar.

[TpuHsIB perieHre, OH Pell He MEHATh er0 M KMBKOM JaJl pa3pellieHue ByTeKaHUHY ITPOBECTU
00psia 3a0BEeHUs.

— IMomoxu, — ocTaHOBWIIA 5 CTapuKa. — MHe HykHO 3a0path OpaciierT.

41 TonpkO HamMepeBaIach MAarHyTh, Kak ObUIa OCTAHOBJICHA.

— A BOT 3TO MpeIocTaBb MHE, Joporasi, — 60IpbIM BecesIbIM ToJIocoM mpousHec Jlopa Apumas,
Ja Tak, 4TO OT €ro JIACKOBOTO OOpaIlleHus1 MeHsI TIpsIMO TiepeaepHynno. — He Xody CHOBa TOHAThCS
3a ToOOM 1o Bcell BeeneHHoM.

[lepBar xMypwuiICs, HO MOTYAIL.

ApuMaH ke CHSUI C IIIen Xxapara OpacyieT U ¢ JIETKOCTBIO 3allesIKHYJ ero Ha cBoel pyke. [lpex
onHoHorui! OH cMOr ero HajieTh Ha pyKy 0e3 uaeHTuduKamm!

Sl ¢ Tocko# cMoTpena Ha TaJkeT OpaTheB U MBICIICHHO TOJI 3BYKH «PekBremMa», MpOHOCHBIIIE-
rocsi B TOJI0Be, IIPOLIAJIACh ¢ KOpadieM.

[Mpormaii, Most cBOOOIHAS KHU3Hb. .. XOTs, 0 KAKOK CBOOOJIE MOXKET UATH Pedb, KOTria OyKBaJIbHO
CEroJIHs I elle PUHAIekKaIa BOKIIO U CUnTaIach ero padsiHe? B o0iem, ¢ moxopoHamMu BOJIbHOM
KU3HM 5 TIOKA NMOBPEMEHIUJIA, BCYIIMBAsICh B Pa3roBOP JIBYX IIaB — OJHOTO OOBEAMHEHHBIX KOPO-
JIEBCTB M APYTOro BececuiibHOM Dponuiickoit Mmmnepun. Co CTOPOHBI MOTJIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO OOIIAI0TCS
cTapbie I0OpbIe IPy3bsi, BCTPETUBIIIMECS TTOCIIE JOJITON Pa3IyKu.

— ThI TOUHO He X0ouelIb 00e3rIaBUTh Hariena? DTo Tak He MoxXoxke Ha Te0s. S 3Hato Teds gocTa-
TOYHO JIOJITO, YTOOBI TaK JIyMaTh. 3a CBOIO JKEHIIUHY Thl TOTOB MePErPhI3Th TIIOTKY JTIOOOMY.

[lepBar Ha yauBIEHHE YCMEXHYJICSI.

— Kak Busuiib, 51 Ternepb KOPOJib U JIOJKEH IMOCTYIIATh B COOTBETCTBUU CO CBOMM TIOJIOKEHUEM,
B3BEIUBAs KaX/I0€ PellieHre U ONMMPAasiCh Ha XOJOIHBIN PacCyIOK.

ApuMaH 1oxJjonaj B JaJOLIH.

— INoxBanbHO. A Bedb y HAC OKa3bIBAETCS HE TAaK MHOTO Pa3IM4ui, 51 Obl Jake CKa3ajl MHOTO
o01riero: o0a JOCTUTIIN BBICOT, Oyy4r HUKEM, 00a CHIIbHBI JyXOM M TPE3BO MBICIUM, HaM Jlake Hpa-
BUTCS OJTHA U Ta e KCHIIVHA. . .

— U o6a ommbaerech, — HEOKUIAHHO 3aroBopui 3uxad. — [IpuHIlecca — Mosl KeHIIMHA, OHA
MIPUHATIEKUT MHe!

S momHsna rasa Kk noronky. Kamukanase, 1a v TOJBKO.
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— Tbl TOUHO He Xouelb 00e3IIaBUTh Haruiena? — MPUIIOIHSB BOIPOCUTEILHO OPOBb, TTOBTOPHIT
coil Boripoc Jlopn ApumaH. — A nosiBuiICA B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOT/Ia TOT TPSA3HBIN MOTYKPOBKa
MOCMeJT IEPEUTH I'PaHb JO3BOJICHHOCTH.

— 4 yxe ckazat, 4To MpUHSL pellieHne, — OTBeTUI caepxkanHo [llepsar, — a 4to Kacaercs npuH-
rieccel MuteHsl. .. OHa apMeHelika, oHa Obl He TIO3BOJIAJIA HaJl COOOU HACHITU L. DTO IOKa3bIBAET U TO,
YTO HAXOISICh PAIOM ¢ 3uXxaboM CTOIBKO 0OOPOTOB, OHA BCE €I1le HETPOHYTA.

— Xouemb CKa3aTh, YTO MOSI HEBeCTa coXxpaHmia cedst 10 cBaabObl? UTO ke, TO HE MOXKET
HE pajoBath. $1 Jaske UCIIBITHIBAIO 1yBCTBO OJ1aroIapHOCTH M TOTOB IMMPOCTUTD TeOE Te HeJOpa3yMeHuUs,
YTO CYIIECTBOBAIN Mek 1y Hamu. CHIIbHBIE MUPA CEro BCEera MPUXOIAT K COITIAIIEHUIO, He TaK Jin? —
MOTOM C YJbIOKOM moOaBwir: — Jla, Kctatu, XoTen TeOst U3BeCTUTh, Mbl COSIMHUMCS C TIPUHIIECCON
MueHoii cpasy ke, Kak TOJIbKO OKakeMcsi Ha ApMeHee. § MpUHsUT pellieHre 3a Hac IBOUX, HE CTOUT
OTTATMBATH CTONb KeJlaeMoe COOBITHE JI0 COBEPIIEHHOJIETUSI MOEH HEBECTHI.

4 ¢ BonmHeHuem nocMotpena Ha lllepBara. 3HauuT, BOT MOYEMY OH XOTEJI BEPHYTHCSI CO MHOM
Ha DpreBan? YToObl yCTPOUTH BECh TOT CMEKTAKJIb U BCIACTh MOM0O0BaThesl Ha crpafganus Llep-
Bara.

JIn1o mo6MMOro NOTEMHENO, U 51 TOHUMAJIA, Yero CTOMIIO eMy caepkaThes. Takxke s HoHMMaa,
YTO ceifuac HacTynaeT MOMeHT, koraa [llepsar nomkeH otmyctuts MeHsi. [lpyroro Beibopa HeT. [ne-To
B IIIyOMHE JIyIIX 5 BCeria 3Hasia 3T10. MiMriepatop HUKOTr1a MEHs He OCTaBUT. DTO ObUIO Obl CIIMIIIKOM
POCTO.

— Tl X0uelb, YTOOBI 5 TIO3/IpaBUI Bac? — Ka3ayiock, royoc Illepara cen oT HanpsikeHHs.

— Ecnm xkenaenib, MOXeIIb c/ieNaTh 9TO ceiuac, yK W3BMHM, HA CBA/Ib0Y HE MPHIJIAIIAI0, ThI
Be/lb [IOHUMAElIb. . .

— ThI Tak JErKO OTIYCTHINb MPUHIECCY? — BCTYMUJI B pasroBop 3uxad, oOpamiasics k [lep-
Baty. — [IoTOM Npe3puTeNIbHO CILTIOHY Ha 1MOJ1. — Thl HE JIOCTOMH ee.

41 emotpena Ha IllepBara 1 4yBCcTBOBaJIa €ro O0Jb, ¥ 3HAJIA, YTO CJIOBA MOMAJAJIH B 11e/b, paHs
B camoe cepatie. [Ipeanonaraiw, uro Apuman Banapyan nocraBun ycinosue, kotopoe Illepsar He mor
HapymuTh. 1 Xotena ckazars LllepBary, 4To HOHUMAIO ¥ HE CEPXKYCh, HO OH JJa’ke He CMOTpeJT Ha MEeHS.
Emy 6bU10 MpOTUBHO cOOCTBEHHOE Oeccuiive U, HaBepHOe, OH AyMaJl, UTO s HEHABUXKY €ro 3a Mpo-
SIBJICHUE TaKOW CIIabOCTH.

A BOXJIb BCE HE YHUMAJICH.

— TMouenyit mpuHiieccel ObUT TaKk CHAAafgoOK... Thl MpaB, OHa BeOb MOIVIA MPEKPATUTh €ro,
HO HE CTaJia 3TOTO JieNlaTh. YBEpEeH, il MOHPaBUIIOCh.

— A 3naem, IllepBar, s, moxaiyii, OCTaHYCh U MMOCMOTPIO HA TO 3pEJUIIE, KaK €My BITPABAT
MO3TH. fI3bIK €My TOXe He MeIaio Obl yKOPOTHTb.

Nmnepatop DpoHUU KEeCTOM TMOKa3asl MPUHECTH €My CTYJ U, CeB Ha HEro, IeMOHCTPATHBHO
crai kaathb. 3uxad noomneanen. [locnenqHuii B3I OH KMHYJ HA MEHs, M B €ro IJ1a3ax s Mpodsa
0OpedeHHOCTb. [ 1517151 MHE B I71a3a, OH CJIOBHO HaBCerJa MPOIIAJICS CO MHOM.

ByTekanuH nojoren K HeMy ¥ MOJHSUT HaJl €r0 FOJI0BOM BEPXHIOI Mapy pyK. HukHue Hanoxu
Ha BEKU Xapara.

— Tebe mpuaercst HOTepIeTh, 5, KaKk CMOTY, YMEHbIITy 00Jb, HO M C 3TUM OHa OyJeT HEBbIHO-
CUMOM.

Bce e BoX b 0 TOCTIEAHETO OOPOJICS, TBITAsICh OCBOOOIUTHLCS, HO ¥ CaM MOHUMAJT, YTO TeTieph
Oecriose3Ho, a Korja rojioBy CKajlo, Kak TUCKaMH, He TPOPOHMIT HU 3BYKa, TOJIBKO TEJIO COIPOraioch,
Kak OT KOHBYJIbcui. Korga m3o pra momuia rmeHa, ByTeKaHWH, HaKOHEll, OTITyCTHII ero. B yxace s
CMOTpeJIa, Kak rojoBa 3uxada 6e3BOJIbHO CKJIOHIIIACH K TPYIH, a CaM OH, HaXOASICh B OecCo3HaTeNb-
HOM COCTOSIHHH, yraj Obl, eciiv Obl He TOJIePKUBAIOIIEe MATHUTHOE TIOJIE.

— Tsl yBepeH, 4TO OH HUUETO He BCIIOMHUT ? — 3/1aJ1 BOIIPOC UMIIEpaTop, 00paIasch K DHAPUKY
[Iymepy.

— Tonbko camble paHHKMEe BocrioMuHaHus. Byapre cnokoiinel, Bame Bennuectso.
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— IIpuBenure ero B 4yBCTBO, — OTAII pacniopsbkeHue Jlopn ApyuMan v iBa BOMHA U3 €r0 OXPaHbl
MOBMHOBAJIMCh, OKATUB HECYACTHOTO BOJIOW U3 (pOHTaHa.

TOT BCTPsAXHYJ FOJIOBOM U TYT K€, CKPUBHUBIIIMCh, 3aCTOHAJT OT OoJi. Pasnenus ¢ Tpyaom rasa,
OH C HEMOHMMAaHMEM YCTABWJICSI HA MPUCYTCTBYIONIMX B 3aje. B ero miazax BCIBIXHYJO paloCTHOE
y3HaBaHUe, KOTa OH 3aMeTHJI cujieBiero Ha TpoHe Illepara.

—IIlep?! — oH xOTeN HOOHSATDH PYKY, UTOOBI KAK-TO YTUXOMUPHUTD TYITYIO OOJIb, €I1Ie OTIABABIIIYIO
B IOJIOBE, HO HE cMOT. JIWIIIb YIUBIIEHHO IIOCMOTPEN HA MATHUTHBIE HAPYYHUKH. — YTO TYT mpoucxo-
IUT? — ¢ TIeHOM Ha Ty0ax MpOXpHUIIesT OH.

[epBar pan pacriopsikeHHe OCBOOOAUTH BOX/IsI, U BOMHBI, C COTJIACH S UMITEPAaTOpa UCTIOTHIIIH
MpUKa3. Xapar pa3MUHAJ 3aTEKIIHe MBIIILBI PYK, KOT/Ja €ro B3I/ yIal B MOIO CTOPOHY. S He 3ame-
THJIa TPU3HAKOB, YTO OH BCTIOMHHJI MEHS$1, OTHAKO BOCXMITIEHHE U JIOOOIBITCTBO B €r0 I71a3ax 3acra-
BWJIO MEHsI B3IPOTHYTh M OITYCTUTh pecHULIBI. [TaMsATh BepHYyIa MEeHsI Ha3ajl, KOr/a s BIepBble BCTpe-
THJIach ¢ 3uxadoM Ha DprieBaHe, HO KakK jKe OTIINYaJICs Tereph ero B3MIs OT TOTO €IKOTr0, XOJIOAHOTO
1 6ecriomaaHoro. Jlyudrre Obl eMy HUKOT/Ia OOJIbIIe He BCTPEYaTh MEHS.

— epaar, 51, yoeit MeHst ApXyH, HIUEero He MOy BCIIOMHUTb. 3a0aBHo, na? W korga Tl ycrien
cTaTh Kopojem?

— 51 motom Tebe Bce 00BsCHIO. B TBoeM nome TeOs kJIeT MaTh U JIydile OyleT, €CM Thl, KaK
MOXHO OBICTpee, OKHHEIIb JBOPEIL.

Box s, Bee elnie He MpUILIeIIero B ce0si U efie BOJIOYMBIIIETO HOTH, BHIBEJIM U3 TPOHHOTO 3aJ1a.
Sl mpoBogKIa ero B3IVISAAOM, MOJHAS HAJEK/Ibl, UYTO TEreph €ro Aylla, HAKOHEl], 0OpeTeT CIOKOM-
crBue. Besi Ta uepHasi HeHaBUCTb, UTO TaK JOJITO HE OTIYCKasla ero cepiile, UCUe3HeT BMECTe C TUIo-
XMMU BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMH, ¥ OH €Ille CMOXET HauaTh HOBYIO JKU3Hb.
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I'naBa 5

IMoka 51 oTcyTcTBOBaJA, AiflllaM BMECTe ¢ KOPOJIEBCKOHM OXpaHoi 3a0paimm pedeHka. 06 3tom
M O TOM, YTO C MQJIBUYMKOM BCE B MOPSAKE, COOOLIMIN BEPHYBIIMECS CTPAXHUKHU. XOTb Kakasi-To
XOpoI11asi HOBOCTb, KOTOPYIO TYT e IepeKpblIa Apyras: s BO3BpalIalch JOMOH MPSIMO ceituac.

— Ho... 1 He MOry NoKMHYTh DpiieBaH HEME/JIEHHO U JIMILb [IOTOMY, YTO TaK CUUTAETE BbI, —
BO3MYTUJIACh £, TS HA TO, KAK UMIIEPATOP B OTBET 33/[yMYMBO CKPECTHJI PYKH HA I'PYAH.

BHyTpH MeHs Bce Tak U KUIEo.

— 51 — HacneiHas mpUHLEcca ApMEHEH, Bbl HE CMEeTe MEHs 3aCTaBJIATh. .. — Hayasla sl IPeTeH-
LIMO3HO, HO MEHS TYT K€ IpepBaIu.

— 4 porajgpiBaloch, 4TO MMEHHO MeIAeT BaM CleaTh 3TO ceilvac, — MMIIepaTop CJIOBHO
1 He CJIbIIIaI MOMX HOCEHUX coB. — EciM Tak xkenaete, 51 pelty 3Ty pooiemy, HO CpeJIcTBa BbIOU-
paTh He CTaHy, — C MPEeJOCTEPEKEHUEM B T0JI0Ce 3aKOHYMII OH M 3aMOJT4all, OKHUJasi OTBETA.

Sl cBepnmia UMIepaTopa TakKuM B3IVISI0M, UTO APYroi Obl HE BbIIEPKAJ, a €My XOThb TaJjlak-
THYECKasi BOMHA — Bce HUIIOYEM. S MOry CKOJIBKO YrOJHO BO3MYLIAThCs, TOBOPUTh O CBOEM CTa-
Tyce, HO MHE JIAJIU SICHO TIOHSTh, KAKME OTBETHBIC JICWCTBHS MOHECET MOoe HenmoBuHOBeHHe. COObI-
THS TIOCJIEJHUX JHEW MPOHeCIUch Yy MeHs B rosioe. Korma s1 cama yxe Oydy pemars CBOIO CyabOy?
Korza cMory ObITh CBOOOAHOM HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI ABIIIATH TTIOJTHOM TPY/IBIO, TIOOUTH TOTO, KOTO Ceplie
BBHIOPAJIO, a He POJMTENN HWITH KTO-TO ellle, Harlogo0re HaloeAIMBOro skeHnxa. M Tyt oqHo oberanue,
JJAHHOE HEeJJABHO Ha apeHe, 3aCTaBUJIO MEHsI BCTPEINeHyThCs. AX, KOTspa, CO BCEMU CBOMMM ITpo0iie-
MaMH 51 COBceM 3abblia o Tede!

— 51 He MoTy OCTaBUTh CBOETO Jpyra B Oefie, — TBEPIIO 3asiBUJIA 51, CTAHOBSCh B MO3Y «JIeJIaiTe,
YTO XOTHUTE, HO 51 HE CIIBUHYCh C MECTa».

— He nosepure, HO 51 00 3TOM y:ke 3Hal0, TOITOMY M HE HAMEPEH OCTaBaThCs 3[€Ch, — C CapKa-
CTUYECKOW YCMEIIKOM OTBETHJI 3pOoHUicKun Jlopa.

— Her, BH Bce He Tak MOHsIM, — C JOCAJ0 OTBETUIA I, IPUKYCUB Iy0y, U TEpIEIUBO MPO-
noKWiIa: — S cMorya nmpupy4YmTh AMKOE XKUBOTHOE — Karmbana. OH ceiiyac HaXOAUTCS B TIOA3EM-
HBIX XOJaX apeHbl, 3aKJII0OYEHHBIN B KJIETKY. DTOT 3BEpPb CIIMIIKOM JIIOOUT CBOOOMY, OH HE BBIKUBET
B HEBOJIE.

VimniepaTop XMBIKHYJI M OKMHYJI MEHSI BECEJIbIM B3IVIS/IOM.

—Iloxosxe, Bbl HAIIUTM POACTBEHHYIO AYyLIY. DTOT 3B€pb OUEHb HAIOMUHAET MHE Bac, IPUHIIECCa
Muiena, Takoii ke CBOOOIOMOOMBBIN, Kak U Bbl. Hy 4To %, eciti mpo0iieMa TOJIBKO B 9TOM, TO HE BUKY
HHUKAKMX TPETATCTBUAMN, YTOOB! IIOKMHYTh DpIlieBaH.

OH pa3BepHyJICcs K KOPOJIO.

— Tol Begb TOOECTIOKOMIIIBLCS O Karnbase, He Tak Jin?

— OH nonmyuur cBoOoay, — He I Ha MeHs, orBeTu Illepaar.

— Moxer, KOro-To eire Hy)HO 0CBOOOAUTH? — ¢ UPOHKEN oMHTepecoBasics y MeHs Jlopa Apu-
MaH.

MHe Tak M XOTeJIOCh OTBETHTh €My, MOJI, ClieJlaliTe OJo/KEHHEe, OCBOOOIHUTE MEHsI OT ceOs,
HO BOBpeMS$ CIOXBaTWjach W MpPOMOYaia. Y MEHs elle OcTaBajiach Ha/ekAa, YTO, BEPHYBLINCH
JIOMOM, CMOTY OTMEHUTH cBap0y. baOyika Becerga Obuta Ha Moeii ctopore. 51 Opoirych K ee Horam,
Y OHAa HE CMOXET OTKa3aTh B MPOChOE €IMHCTBEHHON BHYYKE. §I HaroOMHIO ei O MepBOM U Herpe-
JIO)KHOM 3aKOHe ApMeHeH, B KOTOPOM T'OBOPHJIOChH, UTO XKEHIIMHA BIIPaBe caMa BbIOMpaTh cede Jiepa.
Ho npoGnema Obi1a B TOM, 4TO 6a0yIIIKa B MOCIESAHUE IIMKJIBI OTIAIMIIACh OT MUPCKOW KU3HH, TOJI-
HOCTBIO TIOCBsAIIast ceds ciyskeHuio Bennkoit Marepu.

— Ioxanyii, s1 6puta ObI HE TPOTUB OCBOOOAWTDH BCEX KarrmOajaoB W pabOB, KOTOPBIX JAepKar
B3aIlepTy NOJ] APEHOM, — PACCESTHHO OTBETUJIA 51, Pa3MBbILLIsS O BO3MOKHOCTH CBUIaHU s ¢ BepXOBHOI
KpuLel. S coBceM He oxxuiaa MoJJoKUTETBHOIO OTBETa, Kak ycblmana ciosa [lepsara:
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— 41 BeIMOINTHIO TBOIO MpochOy, MuJieHa.

OT NpOHMKHOBEHHOTO TOHA €ro rojioca sl B3JPOrHy/ia U MocMoTpena Ha Hero. OH, HaKOHeIl,
He oTBe B3nIsA. OH oTmyckasi MeHs. Ero riasa cJioBHO rOBOPUIJIM IOBEPUTHCS €T0 PEIICHHUIO U IO/
YUHUTBCST 00CTOSITENIbCTBAM. UYBCTBYs, UTO celyac pacruiadych, OMyCcTUIa pecHuIlbl. He mo3Bomo
UMIIEpPaToOpy YBUIEThH CBOIO CIA0OCTb.

— Baiie BesimuecTBO 11eIpbl ¥ TAK BHUMATEJIBHBI K 5KEJIAHUSIM IIPUHLIECCHI, — ITporoBoput Jlopa
ApumaH. — Ml Obl € yIOBOJIbCTBUEM IIOCMOTPEIM Ha TO, KaK BB 3TO UCTIONHUTE, HO HE CTaHEM 3aJep-
JKUBATbCSl U TOMUTh OXUJIAHUEM ApYrux. [IpurotoBneHust UIyT MOJTHBIM XOAOM M HE XOTEJIOCh Obl
OI03JaTh K CTOJIb TOPKECTBEHHOMY COOBITHIO B KHU3HHU KaK/I0W JKEHIIMHBI, KaK ee 00pyUYeHue.

Ecmu Obl B3MIAOM MOKHO OBUIO MCIENETNUTh, OT TOW IPOHUICKOW CBOJIOYM HUYETO Obl
HE 0CTaJIOCh, AaXe Ky4d TOr0 Mycopa, U3 KOTOPOTrO OH COCTOHT. A TO CTOMT, yJbiOaeTcs. 1 emy Toxe
YIBIOHYJIACh, OT BCEH AYIIH, YeM MoyOaBuia ero paaoctb. OToMiiy, erie moxaseeT, YTo CBA3AJICS
CO MHOM.

Jlopa Apuman Bcerja omIM4aicsl MPOHULIATEIBHOCTBIO, BOT U cefvac BCE IMOHSUI OTIMYHO.
Barisi ero ¢ moBOJIOKO# CTal TAKAM 33/1yMUMBBIM, HO MOSI MCTUTEJTbHAS YJIBIOKA clieTena ¢ Ty0 cpasy,
KaK TOJIbKO OKa3aJlach MPUKATON K MIMPOKOW Ipyau spoHuidia. Clierka noriaxupasi MEHs 1o CIIMHE
OJIHO¥ PYKOM, OH JJACKOBO MOOOeIa:

— Tenieps s1 6yny nepskarh TeOsl, Kak MOXKHO OJike K ceOe, 9ToObI Thl MPUBBIKAJA. A TO, HE Aai
Benmukasi Martepb, MeHst OOBUHAT Ha ApMeHee B IPeHeOpeKUTEIbHOM OTHOIIICHUH K HEeBecTe, pa3
OHa pelInsIach Ha Mooer.

YV MeHs co3/1a710Ch CTOMKOE OUIYILIEHUE, YTO MEHsI JPECCUPYIOT NIepe]] BhIe3I0M, KaK KOOBUTHUILY
WM, BepHee OyZieT cKa3aTh, Kak caMKy mipexa. [IpupydaioT CTponTUBYIO M COBEPIIEHHO HEe TIOHUMa-
IOIIYIO0 CBOETO CUaCThsl. XOTEJIOCh JIATHYTh, T.€. CTYKHYTb 110 KOJIEHKE Harjiera, Ho Oro3/1aia, Mov4yB-
CTBOBAB JIETKOE TOJIOBOKpYkeHHe. Mbl MepeHOCHIINCh Ha KOpalOib. $1 ycrena TONBKO B MOCTIETHUN
pa3 mocMoTpeTh Ha IllepBara, MPUKOCHYTHCS MPOIAIBHBIM TETUIOM K €T0 aype, Kak BCe pacChllayioch
Ha MUKCEH, PacIuIbLIOCh TIEPe/l I1a3aMHU, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BOJIOH IJIECHYT HA KPACKH.

keksk

Tskeno ObIO OCO3HABATh, UTO Thl HE MPUHAMJICKUIIb cede. UTO BbIHYKAEHA MOTIYMHUTHLCS,
chenaTh BUJI, YTO CMUPUJIACh, M BCE VISl TOTO, YTOOBI YCHIMUTH OJUTETHHOCTh MMIIEPATOpa, BO30-
MHUBIIIETO ceOs KeHUXOoM. S1 THIIh pa3MeHHass MOHETa B CAEJIKe MeXy JpoHUer U ApMeHeew, s
YCUJIEHHS! TIO3UIIMI O0OMX B TaJIaKTUKE. $1 ¢ Topeubio qymana 0 CBOeM MOJIOKEHUH, O HEBO3MOKHO-
CTH BBIOOpA, O TOM, UTO OyIy BBIHY)K/IE€HA KHTh C TeM, KTO HE UCIBITBIBAET KO MHE YYyBCTB, C KEM
s1 HE CMOT'Y CITUThCSI B e[juHOe Jiepy. [louemMy pomuTesn HACTOMBKO CIIETbl U TIIyXH K MOUM POCh-
6am? [Touemy MpOWASA CTONBKO Mperpas o myTH K 00pa30BaHUI0 COOCTBEHHOTO CYACThsI B CEMEi-
HOM COI03€, OHM OOpEKaloT MeHsI Ha OMUHOYECTBO, TOJKAIOT B 00BATHS HeMoOuMoro? $1 Kpudy, 4to
MHE HUKTO He HyxeH, Kpome lllepBara, a MHe rOBOpsIT, 4TO 51 ommbachk. f yoeraio, HO MeHsI Haxo-
AAT ¥, KaK HAIIKOAMBIIIET0 KOTEHKA, XBATAIOT 32 IIEPCTKY ¥ BO3BPAILAIOT JAOMOM. $I COMPOTHUBIISIOCH,
HACKOJIbKO XBaTaeT CHJI, HO BCE MO YCHJIUSI HUUTO IO CPABHEHHUIO C BJMSHUEM SPOHUNCKOTO MMITe-
paropa. [laxe poauTeny He B cuilax oTKa3arh eMy. OHU MPOCTO HAMPOCTO MPOJATIM MEHSI.

Sl pocna mox XpycTaJabHBIM KOJIAKoM, odeperaeMasi BCeMH U JIIoOMMasi, AparoreHHast 30J10-
Tasi IEBOYKA, BIIEPBBIE POKJICHHAS TMOCIE CTONBKUX MEPUOIOB TOMUTENBHOTO Oxkuaanus. Kazanoch
cuaciMBee peOeHKa, YeM s, He HalTH BO BCell BcesleHHOM, HO Bce M3MEHMIIOCh TIOCIIe TOro, Kak s
OTKPHITO BBICKA3aJlach O CBOMX YyBCTBax. Ha IONTMX MSTh 3eMHBIX JIET s JIMIIIIACH CEMbH, JIpy3ei
1 JOOMMOTO, 51 TIOTepsiia BCe Pa3oM M3-3a JIOOBU K OOBIYHOMY Xapary, KOTOPBIM Il MEHS CTall
1IEJIBIM MUPOM C TeX TOp, KaK TOJIBKO BCTaJIa Ha HOTY M CAMOCTOSITEJHHO C/ief1ajia epBbiii mmar, a lllep-
Bat... lllepBar nogxBatui MeHs ¥ He a1 yracTb. OH NpUISP:KUBaT MEHsI CBOUMHE CHUTBHBIMH PYKaMU
1, 000/1psisi, TIOMOT MPEOOJIETh CTPaX M ClIeNIaTh HOBOE YCUJIHE.
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[Nouemy apmeHeiiku, He puHaAIexamue Boiciemy [lomy, MOryT BHIOMpaTh, a 51, Hac/IeqHas
MIPUHIIECCA, BHIHYX/IEHA MOAYUHUTHCS BOJIE POAMTENEH U 3aCTaBUTh 3aMOJTYaTh CBOE Cepiile HaBce-
raa?

Bce at10 51 X0Tena cnpocuth y BepxoBHO# kpHibl. Eciii oHa mpuMeT MO0 CTOPOHY, HUKTO
HE MocMeeT MOUTH mpoTrB ee Boiu. [lomapok ke 3uxada, KOJbIo, 5 MOCTapaiach CIpsTaTh TakK,
YT0OBI ApHIMaH He CMOT ero 0OHapyXuTh. Cepilie 4yBCTBOBAJIO, OHO MHE €Ilie pa3 COCITYKHUT CITyXKOY.

Bo Bpems moneta s crapanach UTHOPMpPOBATh BHUMaHKME UMIiepaTopa. MHe NpUXOIUIOCH
COCTaBJISATh €My KOMIIAHHIO, TOJIbKO TOW JIEJSTHOM XOJIOAHOCTBIO, UTO 5 M3JTy4alia, MOKHO ObLIO 3aMO-
paxuBaTh. JloKHA BCe ke MpU3HATh: M3 ApuMaHa BBIIIEN MHTEpecHbId codeceqnuk. Ilapy pas
JoBuiIa ce0s1 Ha TOM, YTO TOTOBA ObLIA PACCMESThCS HAJl €r0 YAAYHBIMH ITyTKaMU, HO OrpaHUYMBa-
JIach BEXKJIMBOU U CIEPKAHHOM YJIBIOKOM.

[lepBeiit ynap s nomyuuiia, KOrja y3Hasa, 4YTo Mbl JIETUM He Ha ApMeHero. Bot torga Best most
XOJIOMHOCTh MHUTI'OM HCIIApHJIach, OOHaKasi HETOJOBAHUE, KUIIsIIee BHYTPH, MOAOOHO JIaBe B Kepie
BYJIKaHa.

— 51 He MoTy YBUAETHCS C POIUTEINISIMU TTOCTIE IOITOr0 OTCYTCTBHS? — MIOMHTEPECOBAIaCh, CTa-
pasich TOBOPUTH Ha MOHMKEHHOM TOHE, HO 3Hasl, YTO Y MEHS 3TO IJIOXO MOTyYaeTCsl.

— OHM yXe OCBEJOMJICHBI O TBOMX MPHUKJIIOYECHUSIX ¥ TIOTHOCTHIO JIOBEPUIIM MHE 3a00TY O Tebe,
MuieHa, Bce e CKOPO Mbl COEJUHUMCS B €/IMHOE 1IEJI0E.

Kaxk TosmpKko MBI OKa3aauch Ha Kopadie, OH CHOBA IepeliesT Ha MpocToe OOIIeHne U MeHs 3TO
XKYTKO pazJpaxayo. DTO JOKHO MIATU OT XKeJaHWsl ABYyX CTOPOH, KOrJa oulymaercss ocodas Onu-
30CTh, a ¢ JIopooM ApUMaHOM y MEHS CKJIAAbIBAJIUCh HAMPSKEHHBIE OTHOIIICHUS.

— Tsl He mepexuBail, K HaleMy OpakOCOYETAHUIO OHU 00SI3aTENIBHO MPHUJIETSAT, — YCIIOKAUBAJ
OH MeHSI.

Sl yyBcTBOBaANA, YTO MpoOUTphIBal0 OMTBY. Ho MHe Henb3s ceiiyac pacKucaTh, OITOMY M CKa-
3aj1a, cTapasich COXpaHsATh CIIOKOMCTBUE:

— 41 oueHb ceHTHMEHTaJIbHA U XOTes1a Obl TOOBITH IO CBAILOBI B KPYTY CBOMX OJIM3KUX U IPY3EH.

— O, ecnu TOJBKO B 9TOM TpodiieMa, si MOTy BbI3BaTh Jlopy M TBoMX OpaTheB MpsMO ceiuac.
OHH ¢ pagoCThio HABECTAT TeOs1 HA DPOHUM.

$1 CKBO3b CTUCHYTBIE 3yObl MIJIO YJIBIOHYJIACH.

— He comHeBatoch, 4to Mou OpaThsi MPHIIETSAT IO IIEPBOMY 30BY CBOETO KyMHUPA, BB UX TIPOCTO
OKOJIJIOBAJIA CBOMMH JIOCTOMHCTBAMH.

— Tol Tak cuyuTaenib? — U3yMIIEHHO NpUnofHsu1 Oposu Jlopa Apuman, npudmmkasace. — Mue
MIPUSTHO CJIBIIIATH, YTO Thl HE BUAMIII BO MHE HEIOCTATKOB, HO ThI OIIMOAEIIIBCS, 51 TTOJIOH TOPOKOB, —
Ha Oojiee MHTUMHOW HOTE OH MPOAOJUKHII, — U TOTOB TOKa3aTh TeOe, Ha YTO CHOCOOEH B TOCTENH,
HO 60I0Ch. .. TeOe MOHPABUTCS MOsI UCTIOPYEHHOCTh OOJIbIIIE, YeM JOCTOMHCTBA.

— O... — BBIIOXHYJIa, IOHUMAas], YTO B CIIOBECHOMW JyJIM MHE CJIOKHO MOOEANTh UMIIepaTopa.
Ha Bce Mou cioBa OH HAXOIWJT OTBET, MOPOH 3aCTABJISIONINIA KPACHETh OT CThIIA M HEJIOBKOCTH.

—3Haro, 4To cMyTUJI. TBOM IIIEYKH TaK 04apOBATEIbHO KPACHEIOT, UTO 3aCTaBJISIOT MEHsI KeJIaTh
TeOs erne OoJblIIe.

S ornpsinyna ot Jlopaa, Kak OT MPOKaXEHHOTO, & OH JIMIIIb TUXO PACCMESICS.

— Hapetoch, pueT Tako# JieHb, KOTAA ThI MOJJAIIBCS MOUM YapaM. S mpuiioxy Bce ycuius,
YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh TBOE UCITyTaHHOE CEPICUKO OUTHCS ellie CHIbHEee, HO yKe He OT CTpaxa.

— [a s nyyie noiny npuciyxHuuUen B xpam Bemmkoit Marepu, eciu takoe ciydurcs!

— 3amanuBath rpexu’? — capqOHMYECKUM TOHOM mpeanosoxut Jlopn. — TBoe 3asBneHue, 4To
ThI CYMTALIIb STO BOBMOXKHBIM, JA€T MHE HaJIeKay. S He TOpOIUTo, Y HAac BIIEpeIy JOTast KU3Hb.

B Takux BOT nepenankax, KOTOpble IMIIEPaTOp Ha3bIBaJ «IIOUYTH CEMEHHBIMI», MBI U JOCTHUIJIH
SponHuu. 13 KocMonopTa Mbl Cpa3y OTIPABUINCH B PE3UICHITUIO UMIIEPATOPA, a I C 3AMUPAHUEM pac-
CMaTpvBaja yepe3 TOHUPOBAHHOE CTEKJIO JIeTaTeIbHON MaIlliHbBl HEOOBIYaiiHO KPACHBBIN U HA y/IVB-
JIeHWe COBPEMEHHBIN ropof. 3IaHusl: IaIKKie, OKPYIJIble, ¢ OAlHAMU, CTPEMSIIMMCS K OOIaKkam —
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MPUBETJIUBO BCTPEYAIM payKHbBIMUA OTHAMH. TO, 4TO cTONMMIIA DPOHUU TaK M3MEHWIACh C MOETO
TMOCJIE/IHETO BU3UTA U MTPEeBPATUIIACh B HACTOSIIVMIA METarouc, elie pa3 T0Ka3bIBaJIO, YTO UMIICPHS
Pa3BUBACTCS C THTAHTCKUM Pa3MaXoOM.

— HpaButcs? — 3aMeTHI1 MOIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH Jlop/.

[Tpumuiock ¢ HEOXOTOHM MPU3HATH, YTO JIa. Sl CMOTpesia B OKHO He TOJBKO TIOTOMY, UTO JIFDOO-
BaJIaCh HOYHBIM METAIoIMCOM. BiM3Koe MpUCyTCTBIE UMITepaTopa CMYIIAIO ¥ HEMHOTO HEPBUPO-
BaJ10. TO MPUKOCHETCS CTy4aitHO, TO HAKJIOHUTCS, Jiesiast BUI, YTO YBJIeUeH TaHOpaMoi ropoia. beuio
CTPaHHO BUJETh €T0 TAKKMM... pacciabiaeHHbIM. Bosie Bek oOpa3oBaiach MeiKasi CeTKa MOPIIUHOK,
a B MIa3ax MPUTAUIIOCh JTIOOONBITCTBO. OH Besl HEMPUHYKICHHBI pa3roBOp, U YIBIOKA KOCHYJIACh
HE TOJIbKO ero ry0. B3misi ero, Bceryia Takoi cOCpeIOTOYSHHBIN U CepPbe3HBIN, MoTeIuIe. Takoe moBe-
JeHUE MOXKHO OBbLTIO OOBSICHUTB TEM, UYTO MBI IIPUOIMKATIMCH K €70 JIOMY.

MBI cTayii CHUKAThCSA, KaK TOJIBKO MOKA3aJI0Ch M3 OKHA MOpe.

Boase pe3uneHium Hac BCTpevaa 1esiasi THIbIUs CIYT U CTPAKHUKOB, BRICTPOSHHBIX PsAIaMU
1o 00e CTOPOHBI TIECYaHOU JOPOTU. 3aMEeTHOE BOJTHEHHME Ha JIMIIAaX MepPeKphIBajio Bceooiee 000ka-
HUE U PAJOCTh OT MPUJIETA UX TOCTIOAMHA. DTH SMOIUY ObUTM HETIOA/IC/TbHBI U BHI3BAIM Y MEHSI OUe-
penHoe yauBiieHre. ApUMaH B3sJT MEHSI 1OJ] PyKY M BEKJIMBO TIPUAEPKa, MOKa TOIBUXKHAS cepeO-
pHiCTas JIECTHHIIA CITyCKaJia HAaC Ha 3eMJTIO, He 3a0bIBasi OTBEYATh OJIArOCKJIOHHBIMHU KECTAMH CBOEMY
Hapody. 1 BO Bce IJ1a3a CMOTpesia Ha Hero W COBCEM He oOpalliajia BHUMaHHS Ha JIIOOOIBITHBIC
B3[JISA/IBI, OOpAIlieHHbIe KO MHE M Ha TO, YTO BETEP CTal OECIIOKOMHBIM. MHEe MPUXOINIOCH TOCTOSTHHO
yOrpaTh BOJIOCHI C JIMI[A, YTOOBI OHHM HE 3aKPhIBAJIM 0030p, M BO BCe I71a3a paccMaTpUBaia UMIepa-
TOpa.

OH OTKpBIBAJICS TIEpEI0 MHOM COBCEM C JAPYTOM CTOPOHBI, a €ro cuacTIuBasl YJIbOKa MEeHsIa
MOYTH BCEr/Ia XMYypOe JIUIIO 0 Hey3HABAEMOCTH.

Tekyvast TOpOKKa MO HAMH MPOIOJIKaJIA TUTBITh U JIOCTABHJIA HAC MPSAMO K BXOIY B Pe3U/ICH-
0. C MHOXECTBOM 3Takel U OaJIKOHOB, TIOCTpOeHHAas Ha Oepery B Bue moiycdephl ¢ IBYMs BHICO-
KMMH OallTHsAMU TI0 KpasiM, OHA MPEJICTaBIIsIa COOON OPUTHMHATBHYI0 KOHCTPYKIIMIO, BHITOJTHEHHYIO
HacToAmMM MactepoM. OT pe3uICHIMH [T OTBETBJICHUS, COSMHSIONINE €€ C MEHBIITMMHU 3/1aHU-
SIMH, KOTOPBIE, Ka3aJIOCh, TAPWJIA HaJl MOPCKOU TJafIbIo0.

Apuman Banapyan npeactaBiit MeHsI CIyraM ¥ BOWHAM M T€ TPOMOIJIACHO MTOMPUBETCTBOBAIN
HAc, JKeJiast JOJITHX JieT Xu3HU. [IpuIiiock aepkaTh JIMI0 ¥ KUBKOM OTBEeYaTh HA CYACT/IMBbIC HAITYT-
CTBUSI.

A Betep pasbirpajics He Ha IIyTKy. Bce ykasbiBajio Ha TO, YTO HAYMHAJIACH IPO3a, KOTOpast
Ha DPOHUU HE SIBJIsUIAch pelkocThio. [Ipucityra BeIHYK/IeHa OblIa TIOCTICIIUTh 32 HAMU BO JBOPEII,
MpUaepKUBast CTpOrue IOKM JI0 KoJieHa M TOJIOBHbIe yOophl. M Bce paBHO MBI yCIieId B CYMTAHHbIC
OpH/IBl IPOMOKHYTH IO HUTKU. APUMaH TOJIBKO CMesIICS, TSI/, KaK TIepBble KPYITHBIE KarlIH Moje-
TeJIM BHU3, MPEeBpalasich B JiuBeHb. Kazanock, OH moyyaeT HeoOblYaliHOE YIOBOJILCTBUE OT Pa3bir-
paBIIIEHCS] CTUXUU. YIIOBUB MOU OTOPOIIEJIbIN B3IJIsi/I, OH OTKUHYJI Ha3a/l MOKPbIE BOJIOCHI U ITPOM3HEC:

— He 6oiics, cTeHBl MOETo JomMa BhIIepKaT 000K yparaH.

— 4 1 He 60I0Ch, TPOCTO HUKOT/IA He BHEIA TeOs] TAKUM. .. — TYT 5 3aITHYJIaCh, HATKHYBIIIUChH
Ha BHUMATeJIbHBIN B30I, HeBOIBHO s cTasia oOpamiarbcs K uMreparopy 0e3 BCAKUX (hopMaibHO-
CTel M TOJIbKO ceiuac TOoHSIa, YTO JaBHO YKe MBICJIEHHO Ha3biBaio ero no uMenu. Ero oOpareHue
Ha «ThI» OKa3aJIoCh 3apa3HbIM. — BripoyeM, — HamycTw/ia HEMHOTO CTPOTOCTH, — BBl HE TaK 4acTo
ObIBa/I HA ApMeHee W He 3HaeTe, YTO TaKoe AeUCTBUTEIIHHO IIITOPM.

— Ommbaenibess, Munena. — OH BBIISIMT TOJIOCOM MOE WMsI, CJIIOBHO TPH3bIBasI MeperTu
Ha MPOCTOe OOITeHUe, HO 51 IPOMTHOpUpOBaia. — S ObIBAT HA TAKUX TUIAHETaX, Ha KOTOPHIX Kara-
KJIU3MBI TTPOUCXOAT TIOCTOSTHHO. TaM BBIKUTH ITOUTH HEBO3MOKHO.

— Yro ke BbI Tam jienanu?

— A BOT 3TO yXe MYCTh OCTAHETCSl TAHOU, — YCMEXHYJICSI OH, CHUCXOIWTENILHO OIS IbIBAS
Ha MeHs.
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[pencraisiio, Kak ceivyac BHIVISIKY. BOIOCH CBUCAIOT COCY/IbKAMU, TUIAThE U3 TOHKOM, TIOUTH
MPO3pavyHON TKaHU MOTEPSJIO BCAKMI JocTOMHbIA Bua. Ho B3misa mmmneparopa mocie ocMoTpa
HEOKUIAHHO U3MEHMJICS, U IO MEHsI BAPYT JOIUIO, YTO HAMOKIIIAs TKAHb I11aThsl, B KOTOPOM I Bblle-
TeJa C JKapKOH IUIaHEeTHl DpiieBaH, NPWIUILIA K TeJly U HUYEro yKe He CKpbIBaeT, 0003Hauasi BCe
NpUsATHBIE BBHIMYKJIOCTH. C MOKpBIX Mpsiied Tak W Karajia MpoxJiagHas BoAa MpsSIMO HAa OTKPHITYIO
Ipyb, CKaTHIBASCh BIAKHON JOPOKKOM B JIOKOMHKY MOMYIIAPUH, COOAa3HUTENBHBIX [JISI MY KCKOTO
B3MJISIZIA.

ITO 3aCTaBWIO MeHsI ObICTPO MPUKPBITBCS PyKaMU, Jefasi BUI, YTO OTXKUMaio Boiockl. OH
BIPYT OCTAaHOBUJI MEHsI, MOAXBATHB PYKOH O/IMH JIOKOH, ¥ TIPOBEJI €r0 Me3K MaJIbLIEB, JII0OYsICh. Takoii
MIPOCTOH KECT, a KaK MHTUMHO OH CMOTpEJICA, a YK CJIOBA, KOTOpPhIe OH MPOU3HEC, OOBIYHBIE, BPOLIE,
HO KaK IPO3BYYaJIi B €ro ycrax!

— Takoil mBeT BOJIOC AefiaeT TeOs TOXOXel Ha MCTHHHYIO 9POHUUKY, HO s ObI XOTeJ CHOBA
NoMo000BaThCS Ha OJIECK TBOUX CBETJIBIX BOJIOC, BIIUTABIIMX B ce€0sl JTyYr 3€MHOTO COJTHIIA.

Sl maxe poT OTKpbUIA OT TaKOW HECJBbIXaHHOM... jiecTd. Bor 3Hana xe, yro Jlopn Apuman
OTBITHBIN B aMypPHBIX JIeJlax, YTO MY HeT paBHBIX, €CJIM OH 33 yMaJl MOHpaBUThCs. OTKyna MHE 3TO
n3BecTHO? [la 3TO BCe 3HAIOT, KAXKIBIN CIIBIIAI CIIE3IMBbIE UCTOPUU O Pa3OUTHIX KEHCKUX Ceprax
¥ KOBAapCTBE 3HAMEHUTOTO SPOHUHCKOTO coOnmasHuTens. $1 naxe Ha ceGe UCIIBITANA CHITY €ro BIIMs-
HUsI, MTHA4Ye KaK OOBSCHUTH JIPOXKb B KOJIEHAX U c1aboCTh B pykax? UTo He oTOpocuia pyKy ¢ IJIUH-
HBIMH KPacUBBIMU TAJIbIIAMU, KOTOPBIE CIIOBHO JIACKAJIM MOE TeJIO, a He Mpsiib BOJIOC?

UyBcTBa Tak 0O0CTPUIIUCH, UTO $I, KaK 3aBOPOKEHHAs, CMOTpEJa Ha CTOSIBIIIETO Teper coOoit
MYKYHHY, & OT €ro MOYTH HEOIyTUMBIX IPUKOCHOBEHUI MYPAIIIKH 33JJBUTAJIUCh TIO 11Iee BHU3, a Te,
YTO NMOOEkKaan 32 HUMHU, NlepeOupast JIanKkaMu, JOTHATM U 3aIEeKOTaIu TeX A0 CMEpTH.

A OH CJIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI MO€ CKOBAHHOE COCTOSIHUE, CKJIOHMJICSI U TIPUKOCHYJICS TYOaMU
K TpsSiAM BOJIOC, BbIXasl MX 3arax, a MOTOM BJIPYT MPIIKAJICS KapKUM TIOLENTyeM K I1iee, ONajivB
ropsTYUM JbIXaHueM. Mypalllky MPUIILUIH B TIOTHOE CMSITEHUE, UCITYTaHHO pa30ekaBIICh B CTOPOHBI.
Tuxuil BIOX — ¥ 51 [eJ1alo OrpOMHOE YCUIIHE Hafl COOOH, YTOOBI HE TOAAThCsI BHE3AITHO HAXJIBIHYBIIIEH
cnaboctu. COMpOTHBIATHCS MAarHETHU3MY MMIIEpaTopa MHE CTAaHOBHJIOCH BCE TsDKeJlee U YTOObI Kak-
TO MPUIATH B ceOsl, a 320[JHO JaTh OTHOP 32 BCE MPOJIUTHIC IEBUUbHU CJIE3bl, IPOU3HECHIA C HEOXKUAaH-
HOU 3J10CTBIO:

— Barmieit meute He cyxeHo cObThCs. [TocTapatock Bac v qastbiiie pa3o4apoBbIBaTh U HE TIPEJIO-
CTaBJIIO Ciyvas ToOOBaThCS U YK TeM Ooliee mpHKacaThCsl K BoiocaM. Bo BesikoM ciydae, ceifuac,
KOTrJJa MHE HEOOXOIMMO MePeoeThCsl U HEMHOTO OTJOXHYTb C JOPOTH.

— KoneuHo, — OH JIlerko MeHsI OTITyCTHJI, aOCOIOTHO CIIOKOMHBIA M B TJla3ax ero OoJiblie
He OymreBasio miaMs. OH CJIOBHO He 3aMeTHJI Moel rpy0ocTr. — MHe cTOUT ObITh O0Jlee BHUMATE Th-
HBIM K cBOel HeBecTe. Thl ycTana v HyXAaellbcsl B OTAbIXe. Sl MpuKaKy ciayram ObITh MAKCUMAIJIBHO
MpeayNpeaUTeTbHBIMH.

OH ocTaBWIJI MeHs1 OIHY Ha MONIEYSHUH apMHHU CJIYT U B COBEPIIEHHO PACCTPOSHHBIX YyBCTBAX,
3aCTaBJIsIsl YCTHIIUTBCSI CBOEH BCIIBIIIKM U TYT K€ JKaJIeTh, YTO HE HArOBOPWJIA TaI0CTEN Mep3aBily.
Jymana, Hallr o4epeHON CIOBECHBIA payH[ JOOABUT MHE OUYKO, a BBIIUIO B MTOTE TaK, YTO HUKAK
HE MOIJ1a 130AaBUTHCS OT OUIYIICHHUsT TOPAKEHUSI.

HernpusiTHOE 4yBCTBO yrHETANO, 3aCTABIsIS BO3BPAILATHCS K Pa3rOBOPY U MOHSTH, /I COBEp-
M1 ONIMOKY. A TaMSITh, KaK Ha3JI0, MOAKUIBIBAIA KAPTUHKY: OOJIbIIHUE, IITyOOKO MOCaKeHHbIE, TEM-
HbIe, TIOUTH YepHbIE 71432 SPOHUIIIA, 3arJISABIBAIOIINE B CaMy CYTh TOTO, YTO JIIO[M HA3BIBAIOT AYIIOM.
['ma3a MyK4YMHBI, U3BEAABIIIEr0 MHOTOE, UCTIBITABIIIErO TOpeUb U PaI0CTh, HEHABUCTD U. .. JIIOOOBb.

1 TOJIPKO IOHMMAJIA, YTO BCE IITyOsKe YBSI3al0 B HUTSIX MAyTHUHBIL, JIOBKO PACCTaBJIEHHOM 3/10/1eeM
Y VICKYCHBIM MaCTEpOM I10 IJIETEHHMIO MHTPUT. fl Kak Ta HecyacTHasi MyIIKa, YTO ObeTCsl, MeueTcs —
a Bce HarpacHO. TobKO cHITbHEe MPUJIKIAI0 K PACKMHYTOM JIOBYIIIKE M HAUMHAIO MEIJIEHHO MaprHO-
BaTbCsl B COOCTBEHHOM COKY. Belb yKyc-TO s yKe TaBHO TOYYBCTBOBAJIa, €llle Toraa, Ha ApMeHee,
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T0J1 CEHBIO BeJIMUYECTBEHHOTo AepeBa CusiHus, Kora ryObl UMIIEpaTopa CMsUIH BCIO MOI0 OOOPOHY,
BBIBEPHYJIM HAW3HAHKY JyIIy M 3aCTaBUJIM TpereTarh Moe OeHOe Cepile.

U ta cua Obl1a B CTO pa3 MOIHEW, YeM yparaH, POHOCUBIIMIACS TI0 DPOHUU U COTPsICAIO-
WA CTEHBI IBOPIA B 3Ty HOYb. SIpue MOJIHUM, Mpope3aBIliell MpayHoe HeOO U OCBEIaIel Kpo-
MEIIHYI0 ThMY KOMHATHI, JIMIIEHHYI0 MomdaHus. Ta cuia He yeMupsiia, He TOKOpsiia, a MoJgHUMAa
BCE CO JIHA AYIIH U XOPOIIEHBKO BCTPSIXMBAA, 3aCTABIISIS POYYBCTBOBATh, YBUAETH B ceOe TO, Yero
paHee He 3ameuaina. B Heil He ObUTO HUYEro OT TpereTHoro otHouieHus Illepsara, B Heii OymieBasa
CTPAacThb ¥ XkeslaHue o0naarh, OOHaXkaloIIee U OCTPOe, KaK JIe3BME SPOHUICKON CTAJIH.

Jlexa Ha MPOCTOPHOM KPOBATH, sI KPYTWJIACh, M3MYYEHHasl, 1 HUKaK HEe MOIJIa YCHYTh. I'po3a
rpoXoTaja, 3BeHsI B OKOHHBIX paMax, a MbIC/IY ITyTAIUCh B TOJIOBE OT TOTO CMSITEHHMSI, UTO 51 HCIIBITHI-
Basa. Kak BeIpBaThCs M3 3aMKHYyTOro Kpyra? Kak He moagarscsi CTpaHHOMY MPHUTSDKEHUIO MMITepa-
Topa? Vnu Bce e mpaBbl ObLTM POJUTENTH, KOTJ]a TOBOPWIIM O HAIIIEM IpeAHa3HAYEeHUU APYT Ipyry?

Sl TpsIXHYyJIa TONIOBOM, MBITasiCh N30ABUTHCS OT HaBSA3YMBBIX MbIciel. [Ipocto AprMaH O4eHb
XOPOIIIO 3HAET MEHsI, 3HAET, Ha KaKyl0 CTPYHY Ha/IaBUTh, YTOOBI Ta 3a3BydYasa. JTa urpa Obula U3Ha-
YaJbHO HE Ha PAaBHBIX: OMBITHOTO TIOKOPUTENISl CepAel] U HAMBHOM IOHOM [IeBYIIKH, HE MO3HABIIEH
a30B JIIOOBU. §1 [1s1 HErO ovyepeHast KepTBa, JOObYA, M COPBAHHBIM IIPU30M, MPUATHBIM OOHYCOM
SIBJISIETCSI MOSI IEBCTBEHHOCTb. BI0OIEeHHO! AypOUKo# OyzeT mpolie pyKOBOAUTh, OHA HE COSKUT,
HE TMpeJacT, HACIEJHUKOB POIUT, TOJIBKO BPSJ JIM OH JI0 KOHILIA CTAHET MHE JIOBEPATH, CIUIIKOM
MHOTO KeJIAIOIINX YBUAETh €r0 CMepTh. $1 BOT M cama 3ayMbIBaIOCh, @ HE TPUCTYKHYTH JIM €r0 Yem?

BooGpaxeHre mNoacKa3ano Mapoyky 3aHATHBIX CHOCOOOB, KaK OTHPABUTh HAIOEJIUBOTO
JKEHMXa K TOYMBIIIAM TPEAKaM, Jaxke MOXUXUKaIa Ha/l HEKOTOPBIMH, HO sI-TO IOHMMAJIA, YTO IPOCTO
cryckato nap. Kuiiep u3 MeHsi HUKY/ABIITHBIN.

Kakum uynom MHe yaanoch 3aCHYTh — HEMOHSITHO, JTaXe YIAJoCh YTPOM BHIIJISIIETh CBEXee
pacrmycTUBIIECS PO3bl, YTO HE MTPEMHUHYJT OTMETUTD 32 3aBTPAKOM MMIleparop. Sl 3aJyMunBO MOTSI-
T'MBaJIa TPaBSHOM Yaii 0e3 MOICIaCTUTE s M He CMOIJIa CAEPXKaTh BBIPBABIIMICS CMEIIOK, TIPE/ICTABHB
OZIVH U3 CIOCOOOB yMEPIIBJIEHHSI UMIIepaTopa — OTpaBJieHne siI0M. A Befib 00J1a1ail s 3aBeTHHIM
MOPOIIIKOM, CMOTJ1a Obl HE3aMETHO TOJICHITIATh €r0 B €1y, TIOKa HaXOAMJIACh 32 CTOJIOM OfiHa. BoT xe
MPULIENTUJINCH BUEPALTHAE MBICIH WX 51 TaK HEPBHBIH CTPECC CHUMAIO?

— Cyas no KoBapHOMY OJIECKy B IJIa3ax, 5 y’Ke KaKk MUHMMYM OO€3IJIaBJIeH 3a JIOIMYIIEHHYIO
BYEPAIITHIOI0 BOJIBHOCTD, — MIOUEMY-TO, yCMeXasich 1o-1o0pomy 3ameTui Jlopn AprmaH.

— OtpasrieH, — KOHCTATUPOBAJIA 51, CTapasiCh BCE ke He YIBIOHYThCS B OTBET.

Ho nyume He BbIIaBaTh TO, O YeM s AyMana. A TO, Kak TOBOPUTCS, MpPEAyNpekIeH, 3Ha-
YHT, BOOPYXeH. Bapyr nepemymMaio 1 3axody cTaTh I0HOH BIOBOH, €CJIM HE MOTYyYUTCS] U30ABUTHCS
OT JKe€HUXa O CBaabObI?

A B3MJIS71 HEBOJIBHO TIpolesicss o Oesiodl CBOOOTHOM pyOalllke MMIepaTopa, OTKpPbIBABIIEH
3aropenylio e 1 TOJBKO CllerKa rpyab. Boiockl ero, mpunogHsAThe 1 3a4ecaHHble Ha3al, CBOOOIHO
CITyCKaJTUCh IO CITUHE JI0 caMO# Tajny. HUKaKuX 3aIUTHBIX JKUJIETOB, IPUBBIYHBIX IJIa3y, HUKAKOTO
OpYXKHSL.

— Ha 6ynymiee, ecim 3axouenis BOCIONB30BAaThCs IMEHHO TaKMM CIOCOOOM, 3apaHee Mpemy-
Mpex/al, KO BCeM CHIIbHEHIINM siIaM y MeHs 00pa3oBajicsl CBOETO pofa MMMYHHUTET, OTPaBUTh
HE IOy YHUTCSI.

— Cnacu60, y4ury, — TYT 5 TIO3BOJIWJIA ceOe YIbIOKY.

Her, Hy BOT oyeMy OH CerojiHsi TaKOM Y€pPTOBCKM COOJIAa3HUTENBHBINA? A Belb Jaxe He Mpu-
KJIaJIbIBAET HUKAKUX YCUJIUM, 3apa3a.

Jlopn ApuMaH OTJIOKMII CTOJIOBbIE TIPUOOPHI U OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY BBICOKOTO CTyJna, pac-
CMaTpHBasi MEHsI KaK 3aHSITHYIO 3BEPYIIKY.

— Korna TeI Tak ynbiOaenibesi, MHE KaKeTcs, UTO s yKe MPOILEH.

— Ommbaeteck, — 5 TYT ke OCepbe3HeIa 1 MOIHEC 1A YaIlIKy K Ty0aMm, OTIIMB HEMHOT'O FOpsSTYero
apOMaTHOTO HATMTKA, M CHesajia BU, YTO MHTEpecyIoch Mei3axeM 3a okHoM. Hamo ckasarsb, ObUIO
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Ha 4to nocMorpeth. Ha ApMeHee HeT Mopell, OHM JaBHO BBICOXJIA M3-3a MPUPOAHBIX KaTaKJIM3MOB.
UynecHblil BUJI U3 OKHA OYeHb HATTOMUHAJT 3€MHOM.

CoutHile BphIBAJIOCH B TOCTUHYIO SIPKMM ITOTOKOM 4Yepe3 OTKPBITOe OrpoMHOe OKHO. HeBeposiT-
Has JIa3ypb 3aroJIHsIIa BECh TOPU30HT U OyiecTesia BCMOIOXaMHU, CJIOBHO B BOJTHAX TUIECKAJIMCh 030p-
HBle cepeOprcThie pIOKU. OHU BBI3BIBAJIM YMUPOTBOPEHUE B ayiie. [IpoxyiaaHblii BETEpOK, Clierka
MIPUMOIHUMABIINIA 3aHABECKU, TPUHOCUIT B KOMHATY CBEKECTh HOBOT'O JIHSI U 3allaxy MOPCKOU BOJIbI
Y COJIEHBIX BOJOPOCIIEN.

S nuna gaid, crapasich He oOpaIaTh BHUMAHUs HAa TIPUCTAIBHBIN B3MJIsA]] UMIIEpAaTOpa, HO OH
MIpEAroYeN eCTh B MOJTYaHUU. MeHs1 3TO BIIOJIHE YCTpauBaJlo. YTPEHHEE BPEMEHHOE NepeMupue —
9TO TOJILKO 3aTHIIIbe Tiepe]l OCHOBHOU Oypeil. UTOOBI O10J1eTh TaKOrO CHJIBHOTO NMPOTHBHUKA MHE
MOHAJ00SATCS] BCE MOH CHJTBI.

[Nepemupue nponomkanoch Bech JeHb, Ja M B IOCIeAyoIue AHU Toxe. Vimmepatop Obut cama
raJIaHTHOCTh, OOJIbIIIE HUKAKMX CMYIIAIONINX pedel, B3IJIAI0B U MPUKOCHOBEHUI. S nake paccnadu-
JIach HEMHOT'O U TIepecTaja Orpbl3aThCs TaK, Kak IMPpH NepBoi BcTpeue. MoXkeT U K JIydlleMy, CMOTY
YCHITTUTD OIUTEILHOCTD Bpara. Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMs JIake CTalla MOoJIydaTh YIOBOJIbCTBUE OT HOp-
MaJIbHOW OeCe/Ibl.

Jlopn ApmaH mnokaszasn MHe CTONUIYy DpoHuu. 1151 MeHsl 3T0 ObLJT CBOEro pona KyJbTYpPHBIH
ok ! TexHomoruu 37ech MardyJ/Iv Aajieko Briepe KOHcepBaTUBHOM ApMeHen. HaunHast or po6oToB,
BBITIOJTHSIBIIIMX BCIO TPSI3HYIO paboTy (Y/IUIBI TOPOAA CBEPKAM HE TOJBKO OTHSIMH, HO M YUCTOTOR),
«YMHBIX JIOMOB», B KOTOPBIX BCE TIOMUMHSIOCH SJICKTPOHUKE, 10 HOBEHUINX Pa3pabOTOK B MeJIu-
1IHe, KopabnecTpoeHut, cdepe yIoBoIbCTBUI. iMrepaTop CHOBa yAMBUII MEHSI CBOMUMH Pa3HOCTO-
POHHMMHM MHTEpPECaMH, CBOJIMB Ha BBICTABKY TEXHUYECKUX M300peTeHni. biaronaps ero HayuHOMY
CKJIaJly yMa ¥ MOJ| JUYHBIM KOHTPOJIEM OHOTO MPOMCXOIMIM OTKPHITUS U JaJIbHENIIee Uccie10Ba-
HHE BCEro HOBOTO. §1, KOHEYHO, 3HajIa, YTO UMIEePATOP ChIpasl HEMAJIYIO poJjib B oOee Hajl SHEPro-
Bamnupamu B [Tocnenniolo MexranakTuiecKkyo BoiHy. YTto Ormarogapsi ero pa3padoTKam Tesernopra
Y 3aIUTHBIX 00pYyYel, KUTe ApHAJopa CMOIJIM BBICTOSITh, HO BCE Xke JIJIT MEHS 3TO OKa3aJioch
HEOKU/IAHHBIM.

B Teuenue Bcex aTux aHeit, korna Jlopa AprMaH BOAWI MEHS 10 Pa3HbIM MECTaM CTOJTHUIIbI,
pasBiieKasi U yIuBIIsis, OH HU CJI0Ba HE CKa3aJjl O Halllel MIOMOJBKE. Y MEHs CO3aBajloCh HEBOJIbHOE
OIITyIIIEHHE, UTO 5 Ha KAaHWKYJIaxX, U TOOPBIA IsI0NIKA APUMaH PEIvI BBIKPOUTH CBOE JIParorieHHOe
BpeMsl U MOKa3aTh MHE KPACcOThI U JOCTUKEHUS] DPOHUMU.

Mpbl myTelecTBOBaM HE TOJBKO MO TOPOAY, HO W OTIPABISUINCh B IUIABAaHUE IO MOPIO
Ha HAJIMYHOM CyJHe nmrneparopa. S Brepsbie HonpoOoBaia JOBUTH POy 31eCh, Ha DPOHUU, KOTO-
pyIo 3arpeTuia KapuTh Ha YXuH. [IpocTo MoTOM BhIITycKasa moja cMex Apumana. PeiOka B 9poHUi-
CKOM MOp€ BOIMJIACh TMTAHTCKUX Pa3MepOB, MHE CTOMJIO OTPOMHBIX TPYIOB OCBOOOXKIATH €e.

Ha 3emuie 51 yacto Xoauia yauTh ¢ AAYyIIKOM, KOrJa pre3xkaia B ero JoM. Beiesxkas Ha qauy,
OH, 3asIJIJTbIA PHIOAK U OXOTHHUK, 3BAJI MEHSI COCTABUTH €My KOMITAHMIO €Ilie ¥ B CTpeJibOe TI0 yTKaM,
HO s BCer/ia OTKa3bIBajach. A BOT B CTpesIbOe 1o GaHKaM MeHsI HUKTO He Mor o0oiTH. [len yemexancs,
MOKPYYMBasi yC, U BCerjja rOBOPUJI, 4TO 51 €ro BHy4Ka.

Jlopn ApumaH npeasIoKIT OCTaThCsl STUM BEUepOM Ha Kopaodiie, MPeACTaBIISIoNEM cOO0H 1y10
reHUaJIbHOU MbICIA. OOTEeKaeMblid, 4eM-To 1Mo (hopMe HAIOMHUHAIOIINN 36MHOW KaTep, OH JBUTAJICS
HEOoObIUatHO OBICTPO, TIOUTH He KacasiCh BOJIBI, HO KaK TOJBKO OCTAHABIIMBAJICS, JIOKHUJICS HA BOJIHBI
Y TIOMUUHSIICS MOPCKOW ctuxuu. $1 cormacuiiack octatbes. Beerga moouna mpupony Ooblie, yeM
AyIIIHBIE TOPOJA, XOTS JO/IKHA TTPU3HATh, BO3AYX Ha DPOHUU, Oarogapst OUUCTUTENSIM, ObUT Be3Jie
KPUCTAJIbHO YHCTBIM.

3akar, HabmoJaeMBblii C MaTyObl, HACTOJIBKO 3aXBaThIBAJI IyX, UTO S COTJIACUIIACH OCTaThCs Oe3
MIPOME/JIEHUS. YXOJ] COJIHIIA 32 YepTy TOPU30HTA ObLT M0100eH MEAJICHHOMY yracaHWIO0 CBETUJIA, €r0
CMEPTH, HO ThI OCTAECIIILCSI CIIOKOWHOM M BCET/Ia 3HAEIIIb, YTO HACTYITUT YTPO U OHO, Kak (heHUKC, BO3-
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ponutcst BHOBb. U 3Ta cMepTh, o0s1aueHHast B SIPKYI0 MaHTHIO, TIOJIBl KOTOPOH PacCTHIIANIMCH MO BOJIE,
Kazajach MPeKpacHoOi.

V3ke moToM, KOra MocyieiH|e JIy4 3B€3/Ibl YTOHYJIU ¥ pACTBOPUJIHCH B ITyOMHE MOTEMHEBIINX
BOJTH, sI BCTIOMHWJIA 00 OTCYTCTBHM CIIyT Ha KopalJie, BepHee, OHU ObLIH, J1a TOJBKO poOOTHI, Oec-
IIIyMHBIE ¥ TIOCITYIITHbIE KOMaH1aM uMIieparopa. TeMHoTa ObICTPO HaKpbLIa HAC TIOJIOrOM € aIMa3HOM
POCCHITIBIO 3BE31, a C Hel MpUIILIa U TpeBora. M, XoTh nmaxyda cynHa Obliia XOpOIIO OCBEIeHa, s HUKAK
HE MOIJIa TIOHATb, OTKYAa BO3HUKJIO YyBCTBO OMACHOCTH M HE3AITUIIIEHHOCTH.

¢ crosina Ha HOCYy KOpalJis B JUTMHHOM IUIaThe MEPCHKOBOTO 1IBETA, CJIerKa MPOAPOriias OT Mpo-
XJIAJHOTO HOYHOT'O BO3/IyXa, 3a4apOBaHHasi KPAacoTol 3Be3qHOro HeOa. U yke xoTesna monpomarbes
C MMIIEPaTOPOM U CITyCTHUTHCS B KAlOTy, KaK MOYYBCTBOBAJIA €Ba OLIYTUMYIO TSKECTh Ha IUIedax
1 oOBosIaKMBaroiee Terio. Jlopa AprMan CHsUT KaM30J1 M HAKMHYJT ero MHe Ha ruiedr. OH 0cBOOOAMIT
MOU BOJIOCHI M3-TIOJ] OfIEK bl U yOpaJl X B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI HE MEIIIAJI MHE U HE CIEPKUBAJIH IBUXKe-
HUe Tos1oBbl. Cllerka 3aiepkai pyKH Ha I1edax, MprKacasch MoIyIeuKaMu MajiblieB K 1men. [Totom
B3sU1 HATTOJTHEHHBI BUHOM OOKaJI, KOTOPBIN UMeT 0OCOOEHHOCTh MPUMArHUIMBaThCS K TIOBEPXHOCTH,
Y TIPOTSIHYJT €ro MHe.

— Beirieid, 1 ThI corpeenibesi, — BKPaauMBO CKa3all OH, a s MOCTYIITHO B3sUIa U3 €r0 PYK BHHO.

[Nopaxatoch cBOEH KPOTOCTH, HO, TO JIM OYAPOBaHUE Bevepa ellle He Crajo, TO JU MarHeTH3M
umreparopa Habupan o60opoTsl. Teneps s MoHsIa, YTO MeHsI Tak BosHOBaIo. He umneparop, s cama
Obly1a PUUMHOM OecriokoicTBa. MHe IeHCTBUTENIEHO IOHPABUJICS STOT IeHb U Beuep, U HACTYNUBINAS
HOYb. M ONIM30CTh CMYIJIOTO MYKYMHBI, M HAOPOIIEHHBIH Ha TIEYM Kam30J1, KOTOPBIA BIUTAJ €ro
3amax U 3TUM Bce OOJIbIe BOITHOBA MEHSI.

SPOHUICKUI UMITEPATOP MPHUITOAHSIT BTOPOR OOKAJ U OCJETTUTENBHO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Xopolee BUHO — JIOCTOMHOE 3aBepIlieHre MPEKPACHOrO Beuepa, — CKa3ajl OH U MPUTyOrT
HAITUTOK, HEe CBOAS C MEHs KapuX I71a3, B KOTOPBIX BCIBIXMBAJIM 30J0TUCTHIE MCKOPKHU. Hukoraa
HE MOIJIa OMPeIeSUTh LBET ero ria3. To OHM Ka3aIuch YepHBIMU, HO COBCEM JKEITBIMH, TUT POBBIMH.

Sl mognecna 6okas K rydam, crapasich He cMOTpeTh Ha Jlopna Apumana. CIUIIIKOM IpUTsTaTe-
JieH ObLT 00pa3 CMYTJIOro My KUMHBI B OeJIoi pyOallike ¢ 3aKaTaHHBIMHU TI0 JIOKOTh PyKaBaMH, U CBET-
7bIX Oprokax. [Tog TOHKOHM TKaHbIO OJIEK/Ibl YTaIbIBAIUCH KPEIKHUE MYCKYJIbI M TPEHUPOBAHHOE TEJIO.

Sl TOTHYNA BUHO M 3QKMYPUJIACh OT YIOBOJbCTBUA. TONBKO Ha DPOHUHM MOKXHO M3TOTOBUTH
BMHO C TAKUM BOCXUTHTEIILHBIM BKyCOM. MHE OHO MOKa3aJI0Ch 3HAKOMBIM, HO I TYT K€ OTPHHYJIA 3TO
MPEAToNoKeHne. DTOT HAMUTOK Boros s1 TouHO HKKorna He muia. CHoBa nogHeca OOKas u 3aiep-
’Kajia BUHO Ha SI3bIKE, MBITAasiCh PACpoOOBaTh €ro BKYC, HO OH MEHSUICS C KaXbIM OpUIOM, CTAaHO-
BSICh BCE TpsiHEe U Oorayve.

MeHs1 o1071e1 CMYyTHBIE COMHEHHS.

— YK He TO JI1 SPOHUICKOE BUHO 51 CEYac IbI0, YTO MPEAJIOKUIN Bbl KOTAA-TO MOEH MaTepu?
Pemmmiy MeHst ONOUTh ¥ 3aBJ1aIeTh MOUM TeJIoM?

Sl Hacynmack M ¢ MOIO3pEHNEM MTOCMOTpeNia Ha MMIIepaTopa.

OH ycMmexHyIcs.

— Ha Bu1 nogyten;! Heropsii. .. — Havana 4.

— Tume, noporas npuHIEcca, 3a4eM TaK IIyMeThb, He pa3o0paBImch? MicTMHHOE pOHMICKOe
BUHO JIEJIAIOT U3 CIIEHMAIbHBIX (PPYKTOB, TPOU3PACTAIONINX TOJBKO HA MOEH 3emJie. DTOT ke HalIMTOK
cheslaH U3 OYeHb PeIKUX Aroj U Onaromapsi UM OH MMEeT TaKOW TepHKUi U OoraTelii BKyC. A 4TO
Kacaetcst coOJa3HeHUsI, MHE He Hy’KHO BUHO, YTOOBI 3aBJIJIETh TBOMM CEPILIEM U TEJIOM.

— OHaKO BaM HMYEro He MOMEIasio OHAX/IbI UCTIONb30BaTh €ro. . .

— U pasBe s Toraa pasnenui cBoe Joke ¢ Oymyiiei KopoieBoil ApMeHen?

S monmyasia, HaxyBIIUCH.

— IIpaBuibHO. S HE TOT, KOTOPBIN OBJIAEBACT KEHITMHAMU O€3 CO3HAHUS WM UX KeJlaHus. S
yXke CKa3aJl, YT0 MOTY TOJIyYUTh TeOs ¥ Oe3 TIOMOIIM BUHA.
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— Ho 310 He GyzeT Toraa no o6owaHOMY coracuio. Ecm Bl cuntaere, 4To nMeeTe TpeOoBaTh
MOTOM CYNPYKECKHI JOT. . .

— IIponomxkars He Ha/O. 51 HE XO4y CHOBa CCOPUTHCS ¢ TOOOH. OCOOEHHO B TAKyI0 UyAECHYIO
HOYb. B 3HaK mpumupeHus norpoOyil BOT 3TH (PPYKTbl, OHU HEBEPOSITHO BKYCHBI M TPOCTO TAIOT
Ha SI3bIKE.

Sl ¢ coMHeHreM OCMOTpesIa Ha «TPOSTHCKHE JIapbl», HO HUYETO MOI03PUTEILHOTO He OOHapy-
kuia. B3sia onyMH ¥ HagKycuia, a moToM eiile U eie. besayMmHo BKycHO!

— §I 3Han, yto Tebe MOHPaBUTCS, — YIBIOHYJICS CBOEW CHOTCIIMOaTeIbHON yibiOKoit Jlopn Apu-
MaH.

— MoxerT elnie BUHa? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— Her, 6naropapio. Mimest Takyio KOMIIAHUIO, JTyYIlle HAXOIUTLCS B TPE3BOM yMe U MaMSTH.

OH XMBIKHY.

— Buky, T OCBeJJOMJIEHA O TIPOIIJIOM CBOEH MaTepy M 3HAEllb, YTO HAC CBS3bIBAET.

— He mMHOrO€, HO 3TOrO AOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI AEPKATHCS OT BAC MOAAJIBIIIE.

Sl ycrpemmia B35 Ha MOpe.

— Moxer, Torga Tede n3BecTHa MpUIMHA, ToYeMy TeOsI BBIIAIOT 32 MEHsI 3aMy X ?

Sl ¢ OKMBIIEHHBIM JTIOOOITBITCTBOM MOBEPHYNIACH K SPOHUMILY.

— Her. INopenutech *e, HaKOHell, TIOYEMY POOUTENN OECIPEKOCIOBHO OTAAIMA MEHs BaM,
CJIOBHO 51 UM HEpOIHAsI J0Yb.

— Ommbaenibesa. OHY 3HAIOT, YTO 1 CMOTY C/IeNiaTh TeOsl CUACTIIMBOM.

— YT0-TO 51 COBCEM HE UCTIBITHIBAIO CYACThSI OT MBICJIH, UTO CKOPO CTaHy Bariel xenoi. He mop-
xaio 0a00YKOM, He CBEUYCh PalyTroi.

— A THI ¥ He TIHITAIACh CTaTh cyacTIBOM. [TonmpoOyit MOCMOTpeTh Ha MEHS IPYTHMMU TJIa3aMHy,
BCIIOMHH, KaK ThI JOBEpsiJIa MHE ¥ JIIOOWJIA. .. [IPOBOJUTH CO MHOU BpeMsl.

Ha MruoBeHve Haim B3IJISIIB BCTPETUIINCD, U S JEWCTBUTELHO BCIOMHMJIA, KaK jKAaja Kax-
aplid mpre3n umneparopa. [Touemy-To OpUI0 GOBHO 00 STOM BCIIOMUHATH, U s1 OTBEpHYsachk. Bee,
yro ceivac aenain Jlopa ApuMaH, Kak OH IMOCTYINaJl CO MHOM, BOCHIPHHUMAJIOCHh KaK MPeAaTelbCTBO.
[TpenarenbcTBO HAIIEH TPYKOBI.

— $I HuKOT A HE OO0 Bac, KaK MYKUMHY, BbI 9T0 oHUMaeTe?! U cyacTimBoi cemMby y Hac
HE IOy YHUTCSI.

— 41 TepniesivB 1 yMelo KAATh.

— Toraa npoxeTre BCIO OCTABIYIOCS XKU3Hb U Oy/ieTe BUHUThH IIOTOM BO BCEM MEHS.

— 41 He 3acraBmio TeOs Tak JOJTO CTPajaTh, — IyX0 TporoBopw Jlopn ApuMaH U B3sUT MeHS
3a TUIeYH.

Sl 3akpbuia 11a3a. Y Hac MOJIyYnIICsl BeUEp OTKPOBEHUI, CTPAHHO, HO 51 HE UCIIBIThIBAJIA TETIEPh
HEHABHCTHU K SPOHUIICKOMY nMIiepatopy. Ternepb MpUKOCHOBEHHUsI IMITepaTopa He Ka3aJvch MPOTHB-
HBIMH, €T0 JIETKUE MOMIAKUBAHUS TI0 TJIeYaM YCTIOKAauBAITH.

Ham pasroBop pa3Oepenwt crapyio paHy u, Korga ApuMaH OOHSIT MeHsI, YTOObI yTEeIIUTh, 5
TMO/IAAJIach €ro JIaCKe M TMOJIOXKUJIA TOJIOBY eMy Ha rpyab. Tak Mbl u ctosi. Kazaocs, st cHOBa Bep-
HYJIacCh B JIETCTBO, B €10 0e3MATEKHOCTb M YBEPEHHOCTh, YTO BCe OyJeT XOpOIIIO.

— Bbl yBepeH»bl, UTO 1a1 MHE TIPOCTOe BUHO? — CITPOCHIIA 1 TIO3KE MMIIepaTopa.

OOBaTHSA COrpeBaly, B KOJIBIIE €T0 PYK s BIIEpBbIe IOUyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl YIOTHO.

— AbcomotHo. TonbKo. ..

Sl npunoaHsiia rojIoBy ¥ B HEMOM BOITpoce ycTaBuiach Ha Jlopaa.

— ®pyKThI OBLTM KaK pa3 Te, U3 KOTOPBIX M3TOTABIMBAIOT TO CAMOE BUHO, — IPU3HAJICS, HAKOHEII,
UMIIEpaTop.

Sl oT cebs He okMaTa TaKOW SPOCTH. fl, KOHEYHO, NEBYIIKA TUXas U CKPOMHas, HO ceiuac
roToBa OblJIa TUXO KOTO-TO YOMTh M CKPOMHO 3TO OTHpa3aHoBaTh. Haj cBexeBbIpbITON MOruioit. Bee,
OH Tpy1!
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Nmneparop 10BKO yBEpHYJICS U 3acMesiICs, TIOIHSB JIAIOHH, CJIOBHO CIAETCS.

— IIpoctu, HE cMOT yepKaTbCs.

— ITH... PPYKTHL. .. OHU KaK-TO BO3JEUCTBYIOT?

— MwuieHa, s pazovapoBaH mpoOesioM B TBoeM 0Opa3oBaHuu. [lymall, Tl 3HaJIa, YTO SPOHUM-
CKO€ BUHO TOTOBAT U3 CYUMH.

— 3HaJa, HO HUKOIIa UX He BUAea. Tak B 4eM ke UX OCOOEHHOCTD?

— OHH JIEHCTBYIOT, KaK U BUHO, TOJIbKO 0e3 3(ppeKTa onbssHeHus1. Thl MPOCTO YETKO HAUMHALIIIb
OCO3HABATh CBOM KeJlaHUs Oe3 BCsikoW npumec. U st pajx ObUT y3HATh, UTO THl HE HACTOJIBKO MEHS
HEHaBU/IMIIb, KaK CTapaellbcs 3TO MOKa3aTh.

S npsimo noxosonena Best. Heyxenu st K HeMy 4TO-TO YyBCTBYIO?

— Beuep okoHueH, — cKa3asia, Kak oTpe3aia. — Paja Opuia mo3adaBuTh.

Vike HampaBiislach K KaloTe, BCIIOMHWJIA ¥ Pa3BEPHYJIACh:

— U nBepb 5 3aKporo Ha 3aMOK, — IOTOM Jto0aBwia: — M mpuaBuHy erie mkad 11t BEpHOCTH !

B cniuny norom yciblmana:

— CuacTiuB y3HaTh, UYTO Thl TaK HE J0OBEpsielIb ce0e U CBOMM UCTHHHBIM KEJIAHUSIM.

Vo6nio! Ho yxe 3aBTpa.

A HOUBI0O MHE PE3KO cTaslo I0X0. Bee Teno oxBarui xap. S He Moryia HAWTH MOAXOSILETO
TIOJIOXKEHHU S, BCE MEIIaso, JJOMUIO KOCTH, a KOXa ropena v yecaiach, OCOOEHHO B 00JaCTH IPy/IH.
41 BCst MIBMyUmMIIach, XOTEJIOCh CKMHYTh COPOUKY, TaK Kak JI0OOE MPUKOCHOBEHHUE, NaXe €/1Ba OIIyTH-
Moe, Ka3aJIoch 00JIE3HEHHBIM, HO OrPaHMYMIIACh BBIKJIIOUEHUEM pexknMa cHa. CTajo HEMHOTO Jierdye
MIEPEHOCUTD TOPSTUKY, HO TIOSIBUJICSI MEJIKMI 03HOO, CTAJIO Pe3KO XOJIOMHO. A MOTOM HAKpbUIO TOpsi-
Yeil BOJTHOM, OT KOTOPOU He ObLIO criaceHus. Pa3neThcsi OCTaHABIMBAJIO TO, UTO HA CY[HE HAXOTUIICS
MYKYMHA, TIepe]l KOTOPHIM MHe Obl He XOTEJIOCh IOKa3aThes royiol. [1ycTh s 1 3a0appuKaanpoBaach.
U cBet ocTaBuia BKIIIOYEHHBIM, YTOOBI HEe pelmics BoiTH. Ho yem nosbliiie 1miach HOUb, TEM XyKe
MHE CTAaHOBUJIOCD.

V3ke ouTH He 0CO3HaBas, 51 CTSIHYJIA ¢ ceOsi COPOUKY, pa3aupasi Tpyab HOrTsiMu. MHe Ka3aioch,
YTO KOXa TUIABUTCS M cama CJIe3aeT C TeJla, a TOpIOCTb BCE HE MO3BOJIsIa 103BaTh Ha MOMOIIIb.

[otom s kak B Openy yBuzena Illepsarta, ero rpycrHsie ria3a. OH, Mo4a, CMOTpEN Ha MeHs,
a MOTOM pa3BepHYJICS U Hayal yaaisaTbcs. OH CHOBa OCTaBIIsUl MeHs. Sl Tak HMKOIZa He KpUyaia,
3Bajia, a MEHsl CJIOBHO He cblamu. Teso 6ynTo pa3opBajio mormosiam, a oToM OYHYJIach OT TPOX0Ta
BBUIOMAHHOW JIBEPU U MEPEeBEPHYTON Ha TOJI TYMOOUKH. Hajjo MHOI CKJIOHMIICSI IMITEpaTop, BCTpe-
BOKEHHBIM, C pa3METaBIIMMUCS N0 OOHAKEHHBIM TIedam Bostocamu. OH Tporaj MOM IIEKH, a JIAIOHb
ero ObUIa TAKOW MPHUATHOW U MPOXJIAAHOM, PYraJicsi HA HECKOJIBKUX SI3bIKAX, MPHKUMAIICS ryO0amMu KO
70y. A 'y MeHs1 BCe TUIBUIO TIepe] IIa3aMu.

— Musena, Tl MeHs1 ciipliiuib?! Tl coablmmib MeHsi?! — Takoe OINIyIleHUe, CJIOBHO 3BaU
u3JaJieKa.

Sl mpUOTKpBLIA POT, AA TOJIBKO HE CMOIJIA OTBETHTb.

— JleBOuKa Mos1, J1a UTO ke ¢ ToOOH Takoe?!

MeHs1 BCTpSIXHYJIM — M TOJIBKO CJIAOBIii CTOH BBIPBAJICS M3 TOpIia, a rojioBa Oe3BOJIBHO yraia
Ha MOJYIIKY.

— IlocmoTpu Ha MeHs! — yenblinaia s IPUKa3 U He CMOIJIA OCITyIIaThCs.

41 moreBenMIa NepecoXMMU TyOaMH.

— Xouy gomoi! — npoienrania 5, HO BBIIUIO KaK-TO IJIAKCHBO.

— KoneuHo, 11000Bb MOsI, MBI TTOJIETHIM Ha ApPMeEHEI0, — 3aBepHITM MEHS TYT Ke.

Sl yBuziena B3BOJTHOBAaHHOE JIMIIO ApUMaHa, CKJIOHEHHOE KO MHE, €0 KpacHbIe TyObl IIPUTSTU-
BaJI BHUMaHME, a [IOTOM :Kap, CJIOBHO 3Mesl IOKa3aJl TOJI0BY U3 IPY/IH, MOMOJI3 10 MOMM pyKam, OIljie-
Tasi UX, KOCHYJICSI pa3iBOEHHBIM SI3bIKOM MYKCKHUX JIaJOHEW U MPOAOJIKUI CBOU MYTh, IBHO JOBOJIb-
HBIT MIOMEHATh X03sMHa. Kazanocsk, s 6pexy.
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A yMriepartop CI0BHO HE 3aMeyall HUYero, Kpome MeHs. TopMOInII, HejaoBaj, MPOCUi oTep-
MeTh U He TepATh CO3HAHWe, TOBOPHJI, UYTO CKOPO Bce 3akoHuMTcs. U, mpaBaa, crajo nyuie. S Bce
CMOTpeJia Ha MYKCKHe TyObl, KaK Ha MasiK, HA UCTOYHHK CITAaCEHHUSI, TOJIbKO OHU MTPUHOCUIIA O0JIer-
YeHUe, KOorja MpUKacauch Ko MHe. U g moTsHynach K HUM, KaK K MPOXJIATHOMY KJIIOUY, CIIOCOO-
HOMY YTOJIUTh KaX Iy, ¥ TeJIO MO€ MPOrHYJIOCh OT OCTPOTO YOBOJbCTBUS U HACTAXAeHUsL. MyXunHa
3aMep, MOpaKeHHBIN, He B CHJIaX MMOBEPUTh B TIPOUCXOJAINEE, HO s IOYYBCTBOBAJIA U YBHUJE/A, KaK
OH OTCTPAHUJICSA, C OECITIOKONCTBOM U UyThb JIX HE CO CTPAXOM BIVISIIBIBASICh B MOE JIUIIO.

7Kap tenepb He Tak OECITIOKOWII, OH OKYTaJl HAC TBOUX, COSTUHIII Pa30pBaHHBIEC MOJIOBUHKH. OH
yKauuBaJl, yOAIOKUBAJI, a MOXKET MHE TaKk Ka3aJloCh, TIOTOMY UYTO BCe IUIBLIO Mepe]] I1a3aMu, spKue
BCIIBIIIKA M OTHU MEIIaJIM YeTKO YBUJIETh KapTHHY. $1 TOHSIA TOJBKO, YTO MEHS KyJa-TO HECyT,
3aBEPHYTYIO B IIPOCTHIHIO.

— Her! — 3akpnyana s, a mOCIBIIAICS JIUIIb KaJTOOHBIA THXUN BCXJIUII.

CyopoxHO 00XBATHB IO MYKYHMHBI, TIOIBITAIACH €r0 OCTAHOBUTH. MHE yXe JTydilie, He Hajlo
Ha CBET, I1a3zaM 00bHO. MHe Ka3aJioch, €CIM MeHs ceiuac OTITYCTSAT, €CIM HAC Pa3beUHSAT, ECIIH
MepecTaHy 4yBCTBOBATH MPOXJIAY €ro PyK, TO YMpY.

Kak okazanacp Ha 3Be3zonere, Kak Jietesu — He MoMHIo. [IpoBanvBasack B HEObITHE, a TOTOM
BBHITUTBIBAJIA HA IIOBEPXHOCTb, UTOOBI C/IEJIATh B/IOX, YTOOBI TOTOM BHOBb OKa3aThCsl HAKPHITOM BOJTHOM
3a0BeHMs. [TOMHIO OTUETIIMBO TOJIBKO, UTO XBaTaJIaCh 32 YBIO-TO PYKY, KaK 32 CIACUTEIbHBIA KPYT.

CKOJIBKO TIPOIILIO BPEMEHM, He 3Hal0, HO OTKphUIA IVla3a W C YAUBJICHHEM OOHAPYXKWIa, YTO
Haxoxych Ha ApmeHee. B cBoeii koMHate. ToJIbKO BOT MOYEMy PsIIOM CO MHOUM Ha KPOBAaTHU C KOM-
oprom pacrnionoxuics sponuiickuii Jlopn? Ioa rimazamu 3aeriu TeMHble Kpyryl, BUJT HE30POBBIN
1, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH CIaJjl, COH ero ObUI MOBEPXHOCTHBIM M TPEBOKHBIM. JIaloHb TO U JeJ0
pedIIeKTOPHO CKUMATIACH, CTIOBHO OOSIACh BBITYCTUTH MOIO PYKY.

OH 1MOYYBCTBOBAJ MOE MPOOYXKJAEeHHE W TYT K€ OTKPBUI IJla3a, MPUCTATBHO paccMaTpHUBas,
HO OBLJIO B €ro0 B3MJIAJIE YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO BBI3BAJIO Y MEHS CMYIIICHUE W OECIIOKOMCTBO.

Pe3ko ceB B nocrenu, cpocunia:

— Sl mpomycTriia coOCTBEHHYI0 cBab0y? I MOXHO MOMHTEPECOBATHCS, UTO BHI IejIaeTe B MOEH
nocrenu?

A T0JIOC TaKOW OTPE3BJISIONIE XOJIOAHBIM.

Nmneparop npunoaHsuics u jier HabOK, YIUpasiCh Ha JIOKOTh. OTBeYaTh OH SIBHO HE CIICIIINIL.

— A YTO ThI IOMHHUIIIB ?

— Bam nepeckasarp Hail Beuep, MpoBeIeHHbII Ha MOPCKOM CyIHe?

— Her, TospKO MOCTIeIHEe BOCTIOMUHAHKE.

S Haxmypwutace. ['o10Ba moueMy-To CHJIBHO 3aKpYKUJIach, HAJTMBASCh CBUHIIOBOU TSKECTHIO,
TSAHYIIEH BHU3. 3aX0TeJI0Ch HeMEeJIEHHO Jieub, UTO s U c/iesaia.

Nmneparop He IIeNOXHYJCS, OXHUAasl OTBETa, a s MMOYEeMY-TO He CIelIWIa ero MpOrHaTh.
CrpanHo. XO0Tsl, eClTi y4eCTh MOe COCTOSTHHE. . .

— MBI ¢ BaMU MWJIO TIPOBEJI BEUep, a MOTOM PA3OIIUIUCh TI0 CBOMM KaloTaM, — OTBETUIA s,
TIBITAsICh HE CKPUBUTHLCS OT TOJIOBHOM OOJH.

— «MwuJio» — 3T0 He TO CJIOBO, KOTOpOe s Obl MPUMEHWI. A 4TO-HUOY/b ellle TPUIIOMUHACTITH?

Bosb 1 1irym B rosioBe BAPYT yerITWIMCh. OOPBIBKY BOCTIOMUHAHUIA, KAK OCEHHUE JIUCThSI, TIOJI-
HATBIE CHJTBHBIM TTOPBIBOM BETPa, C IIIEJIECTOM B3METHYJ/IMCh BBEPX. BCIIOMHMIICS HOYHOW KOIIMAap,
nievasbHble rasa [llepBara, a ele JMII0 IMITEpaTopa, CKJIIOHEHHOE B TPEBOT'e HAJI0 MHOM 1, (MaMOYKHU
Mowu!), ero oOHaXkeHHBIN Topc! A elle MOSBIINCh CMyTHBIE 00pa3bl, OyITO s1 OOBUBAIO IIIEI0 U TIPH-
KHUMAIOCh K MYXKCKOMY TeJTy, ¥ IIPF 9TOM Ha MHE HeT HUKAKOU ofiexk1bl! Bpej1, KoHeuHo Ope1, Takoro
IIPOCTO HE MOIJIO POU30MTH.

S1 mporuiack TagOHSMH IO TeJTy, OIJIS/IbIBast ceOs1, YyBCTBYs MOJ] PyKamMH TKaHb copouku. [Tpu-
CITyIIajgach K COOCTBEHHOMY OpPraHM3MYy, He MOSIBHJIOCH JIM KaKUX U3MEHEHU ?

Jlopn ApvMaH ycMexHyJICs, IOHMMasi MOK 033JJa4€HHOCTb.
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— Ecnm yecTHO, HE 0Kl TAaKOM NBUIKOCTH OT CBOEW HEBECTHI. XOTs1, HE MOT'Yy HE ITPU3HATD,
YTO MHE TIOHPABUJIOCh, C KAKOI FOPSYHOCTBIO THI JIbHYJIA K MOEMY Tely.

41 3amepiia, HEMOHMMAIOILIE PacCMaTpYBasi 3arajlouHOe BblpaskeHue uia umneparopa. O yem
3TO OH?

— Ilaxe 3HaTh HE XOUY, YTO Bbl TaM cede HapaHTa3uPOBAIIH.

— Bor kak?! Manenskas BpyHuuika. [1o rima3am BUXy, 4TO Tl UTO-TO BCIIOMHUJIA.

— MHe cHUJICS IUIOXOHU COH, TOJIBKO U BCETO.

— 41 Obu1 00ECTIOKOEH, — CKa3aJl SPOHHEI] TAKUM TOHOM, UTO s YAWBJIEHHO MOBeja OPOBAMU, —
¢ TOOO MPOMCXOUIIO HEUTO TAKOE, O YeM sI y3HAUI JIMIIb HA ApMeHee.

4 xpana mosiCHEHUHN.

— 1 pasroBapuBaj ¢ TBOMMH POOUTENISIMU, U OHU MPEIIOIOKIIN, YTO Y TeOsl mepeHacTpau-
BaJICSl OPraHU3M.

VY MeHs eme Gostblie IOMOA31 OPOBH BBEPX.

— $1 BUHOBAT B HEKOTOPOM pOJie, He CTOMJIO Tebe AaBaTh IpoHUICKUE (PpyKThl. OHU YCKOPWIIU
Tporecc.

— Benukwuil umneparop rnpusHaeT cBow BUHY? Sl IBHO ymycTuiia 4Tto-TO BakHOoe. UTo *ke Takoe
CJIyYWJIOCh B Ty POKOBYIO HOUb U TIOYEMY sl HUYETO HE IOMHIO?

— MoeT 3T0 U K Jy4diiemy.

OH roBopmI 3araikamMu, a y MeHs1 CHOBa IMKO Pa300siesiach rojIoBa, v Mo3TOMY B MOAPOOHOCTH
BJIaBaThCs HE 3aXOTEJIOCh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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