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Yacrs nepsas

IIpoJor

Xotesn OBl s 3HaTh, 33JlyMBIBAIOTCS JIU JIIOJM O MPHUPOJIE 3araJI0YHOrO0 MUPA CHOB, B KOTOPOM
OHU TPOBOJSAT MOYTU TPETh CBOE kM3HU? Hayku Halllu Tak CKYyIHBI, YTO Mbl HE 00JIaIaeéM CKOJIb-
HUOYb TBEPABIMU IMO3HAHUSIMU B 3TOM 001acTy. Maru v mpopuIiaTesv, YKy TaBIIIUCh TYMaHOM TaiH,
3a 3BOHKYI0 MOHETY T'OTOBBI OJIarOrOBEMHO TOJIKOBAThH HAIIM CHBI, OTHICKMBAsl B HUX MPOPOYECKHE
reyaTy CyabpObl WM TaliHbIe MOCIaHUs Iy, MOKMHYBIIMX 3TOT MUP. C OJIaroroBeiHbIM TPEIeTOM
BHHMMAEM Mbl STUM OTKPOBEHUSM, HO UCTUHHBI JIU OHU?

W yut0 )€ ectb COH B 3TOM MuUpe?

B moeli )x13HM BCTPETUIIOCh HOYHOE BUJIEHUE, KOTOPOE CIIeyeT Ha3BaTh KOIIIMAPOM, HO €/IMH-
CTBEHHO JIMILIb [IOTOMY, YTO, HUYETO HE CMBICIIS B 3HAYEHUH YBUAECHHOTO, 51 YyBCTBYIO IPUJIUB yKaca,
KOTOPBI He B CHJIaX U30BITh U3 CBOCH IYIIIH.

Bort oH.
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1 IlepBbiii con Mepkynuo

Jlyna u nouw. /ladce kaxcemces, umo s He cnaro. A 3Har0, wmo 3mo He Max, NOMoOMY Ymo s 8
caoy. Hem eempa. [106ctody wopox u moma. A nOmom cmanu 3az0pamucsi 02Hu. Imo 8 OKHAX OOMOB.
Ilepeoo mmoii modice ecmov 0om. OH 6ONLULOTL: NPOOONHCAEMCSL U 8 OAUHY, U 8 BbICOMY, XOM S HUUE20
OnpedenéiHozo s 0 Hém ckazamo He mozy. Tlosctody wopox u moma. A He moz2y O8UHYMbCSL ¢ Mecmad,
CMOIO U CMOMPIO.

A e2ns0v18ar0ct u ecayuusaroce. Haseproe, nosmomy si 6ckope 3ameuaro 6ANKOH HA MOPOM
amagice doma u 08e puzypwvl: HCEHCKYIO U myxcckyro. OHU emecme, a MHe CMAHOBUMCS HEYIONHO.
Huxkoeoa He at06un nodzasiovieams 3a 811001EHHbIMU. 3auem s 30ect? Ymo mHe 30ect HYHCHO?

Toma u wopoxu He darom omeemos. A no-npexcremy NPUKPENnNéH K 0OHOMY Mecmy, HO Yiice
cavity c60é Ovixanue. OHO compsicaem MeHsi, NPUMUHSIS. CIMPAUUHYIO 604b.  nelmarocs 800XHYMb
8 cesi KaKk MOJCHO 0oavlde 8030yYXd, HO UMO-MO Meuldent MHe, CAO8HO 8 PEOpax 3acmpsin KAUHOK.
Mensi ocensiem sma dozadka, u s UYecmeyio, KaK no NANbUAM, KOmopbvle CNAeAUCL mam, 8 patioHe
Jrcusoma meuém umo-mo es13koe u aunxoe. A ymuparo? A 3auem 30ecy smu 0goe?

Bopye ecé 6okpye Hauunaem mpsacmucs, om xoxoma. Barwonénnvie na bankone He 3ameuarom
9M020, a 51 He 3aMe1anmb He MO2Y: UCHIOUYHUK XOXOMA 8UCUM Y MHsL HaO 2010801L. Jlyna. He makas, kak
00NJICHA OblMb NPU CBUOAHUU BAHOONEHHBIX. DMa AYHA 2pomaoHas, caueosas. OHa cmeémcs, 3axo-
OUMCSL 8 HCYMKUX YXarvsix u euseax. Cmanosumcsi 6cé memmee u memuee. Menst konomum Opodsico. M
camoe cmpawHoe COCMOUm 8 MoM, Yo NA0X0 MHe He O 8bIMEKAIOWell U3 MeHsl KposU (eé-mo s 60
CHe NOUMU He YECMBYI0), a 60N 0N ANO20 COBEPULEHHO OUKO20, HEYOEPHCUMO20 XOXOMA, 8 KOMOPOM
Hem HU4e20 Yen08e4eckozo. ..

Ot 3TOrO X0X0Ta MEpKyLMO MPOCHIIAETCSI B CBOEH MOCTEIH.
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2 CoJHIIEe BOCXOUT

CounHIile TONBKO BBIVISIHYJIO U3-3a TOPU30HTA, M BepoHa cpa3y crana qpyroil. 1o He paccka-
JeIlIb B JIBYX CJIOBaX, HO KaK TOJIbKO TOPOJ MOKUIAET ThMa, TO BCE HAUMHAET MeHAThcs. Jloma cra-
HOBSATCS He O€37TMKUMU NPENATCTBUSMY, a XWIMIIAMH, JTBOPLIAMH U XpaMamu. Ha yiuiipl BHIXOAAT
JHOJH, B KOTOPBIX MOXHO Y3HaTh OyJIOYHMKA, Oakaneipka nim macrepoBoro. Kyaa-to ncuesaior
WCKaTeJM y/1auu B IUIAIIaxX U KaroloHax. Mcye3aloT KOIIKY, CTy4ar IaraMmu OcJibl, JIOIAa 1 U KOJéca.
ComnHeyHble JIy4r paJOCTHO IPbITaloT MO BOJAM PEKU.

7Ku3Hb nIpOCHINaeTcs B TOpoJe.

CoH He MOoKUJaeT ropoJ MrHOBeHHO. MOKHO cKa3ath, uto Bepona emié criut. OKHa JOMOB I0-
IIPEKHEMY 3aKPBITHI, BO3JIE TABEPH EILIE IyCTO, TUXO M INIyXO B Xpamax. Bc€ 310 MpocHETCA nosxe.
Ceituac e TopoJ TOJBKO TOTOBHUTCS K MpoOyxkaeHHo. [IpocHyIMCh TOJNBKO Te, KOro OemHOCTh (a
WHOT/IA YU HUILIEHCTBO) TOHAT Ha YJIMLbl BepoHsl.

Tem ynuBuTenbHee ObLIO BUIIETh BBICOKOTO TOCTIOMHA B YEPHOM IUIalle, KOTOPbI BHE3AITHO
BO3HUK Ha YJMIIE U TBEPIBIM YBEPEHHBIM 1IarOM HAIpaBWICS K LEHTpaJibHOU muioniagu. OH Hens-
OeHO MPUTATHBAJ K ceOe BHUMaHue pabouero Jioaa, KOTOPBI BOJICIO CyIbObI OKA3aJICsl B 3TOT pac-
CBETHBII Yac Ha ynuie. KTo-To nake cHsUT LISy, YTOOBI MONPUBETCTBOBAThH YAMBUTEIBHOTO TIOCE-
TUTEJIS YJIULbL, HO BBICOKMI T'OCIIO/IMH B YEPHOM IUIAIle HUKAK He OTpearnpoBajl Ha 3TO IPUBETCTBUE.

Waymui 3ametuns, Kak BO3JIe yIiia JoMa KOJIbIXHYJIACh TEHb Y CBEPKHYJ/IM XUIIHbIE [V1a3a. YIIN4-
HBII BOP OILIEHUBAIOIIE TIOCMOTPEJ Ha STOTO YeJIOBEKa, a TOT CJIOBHO Obl HEB3HAYAH TTOJIOKHUII ITPABYIO
PYKY Ha pykosiTh 1mmaru. [71a3a cpasy ke ucuesnu Bo TbMe, 10 JIOCTOMHCTBY OLEHUB KJIMHOK UJIU Ty
JIETKOCTb Y U3SIIECTBO, C KOTOPBIM pyKa HalllJla PyKOSITh IIIIary.

I'ne-To 3akpuyai neryx.

— JIxxoBanHM! 3aTKHU CBOIO NITHILLY ! — pa3Aajcs B OTBET KPUK HEJOBOJIBHOTO TOPOXKAHUHA.

—Korna s penry cnenath U3 Hero CyI, TO Kpu4aTh OH yke He OyaeT! — rapkHyJia B OTBET TOJICTyXa
B I'PSA3HOM OJI€K/IE C 3€JIEHBIM NIEPEIHUKOM.

— Mwina, Koraa ke Thl cliesiaelllb U3 HEero Cyn? — He YHUMAJICS HEeIOBOJIbHBIM.

— TeI-T0 06 3TOM TOYHO y3Haenb, Yurrm!

— Kak? Tsl 1030BEIIL MEHSI MOMPOOOBATh CBOIO MOXJIEOKY ?

— Eme yero He xBarao!

— Kak e Torpa?

— Tel nepecranenib CabILIATh NETYIIMHBINA KPUK !

Bokpyr 3ayxanu v 3arorotayii. 9Tu 3ByKHM BbIpaxkaiu oqoOpeHue myTku M, HO TOCTIONUH
C YEPHBIM TUIALIOM U IIIAroil HUKaK He OTpearupoBall Ha BCeoOlee Becelbe.

Vel BepoHsl paHHero yTpa He Becelusu 1 He mmyraiu ero. OH 1en Boepen.

OTKyaa-To Ha yJAMIly BHIHBIPHYJIA OFPOMHAs MOBO3KA, IPyKEHHAss OOUKaMH, KOTOpBIE pacIiu-
pavch BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OYKBAJILHO 3aKpbiBasi BCE MpocTpaHcTBO. [IoBO3Ka IBUranach MemieHHO,
e€ eJie-eJie TaluiIa rpoMagHasi crapas Jolaab, KoTopasi ABUrajach U3 MOCIEAHUX CHII U, Ka3aloch,
ceiiyac CBAIUTCs Ha Oy/IbDKHUKY YJIMILIBI, HE CIIPABHMBIIKCH CO CBOMM I'py30M. TeM He MeHee XO3sIMH
— BBICOKMH TYPOK B YaJIMe€ C XBOPOCTHHOM B PyKax — KpU4ajl U TpeOoBasl Ha TapaOapCcKOM SI3bIKE,
YTOOBI JIOMAIL IBUTANACh ObicTpee. ['ocrognH B TUlaie ObUT BBIHYKICH CHAavaja OCTAHOBHUTHCH, a
MOTOM U 33/TyMaThCsl HaJ| TeM, KaK IMPOABUTATHCS Aajbiiie. OH MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B OJMKAKIITIN TIepe-
YJIOK, BUIUMO, OOAyMbIBasi OOXOIHON MaHEBP, HO MOTOM Pe3KO HIArHyJ K TYPKY.

— OcranoBu somaap! — norpedoBas oH. — S Tpolay BO3JIEe CTEHbI, TOTIA Thl MPOJOJIKHUIIb
JBUKEHUE.

Typok caenan kajaoCTIMBO-KUCIIOE BbIPAKEHUE JIMIA U Pa3BEN PYKU B CTOPOHBI, IEMOHCTPU-
PYy#, 4TO OH HE ITIOHUMAET, O YEM €r0 MPOCHT.
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— Bor Benp u€prt! — BeIpyrasics rocrnofvH B u€pHoM rwiamie. OH 6e3 CJIOB BBIPBaJ y HETO U3 PyK
XBOPOCTHHY, KOTOPOM TYPOK MOTOHSLJI JIOIIA/Ib, U OPOCHII K CTeHe Onmkaiiiero foma. Typok cpasy xe
yIaJl Ha MOCTOBYIO M 3arOJIOCHT TaK, Kak OyATO ObI €ro OIINapuii KUMATKOM. B1oOaBok ko BceMy OH
TIPUHSIICS KAaTaThCs 1O KaMHSM M CMEIITHO XJIOMNAaTh ce0sl pyKaMu, OyaTo cOMBas HEBUAUMOE TIIaMs.
Kak no komanje co Bcex CTOPOH CTajM MOSIBISATHCS TYPKU B XapaKTEpHBIX ofiexaax. Hekotopeie u3
HUX OBUIM C MAJIKaMU WM XBOPOCTUHAMH. YesloBEK BOCEMb OKPYKHIIH YeJIOBEKA B YEPHOM ILIAIIE.
HamepeHust X He OCTaBJIsTM COMHEHHSI, 2 BOKPYT CTaJIM COOMPAThCs yTPeHHUe 3eBaku. bbutu cpeu
HuX 1 Mwuia ¢ Yunmu.

OpuH 13 TYpOK yKa3ajl Ha BaJISIONIErOcsl U OBIOIIErocsl B arOHUM COPOJMYA U YTO-TO TPO3HO
CKa3aJ CTOSAIIEMY B Kpyre 4eJoBeKy B YEpHOM ILIalle.

— Jlener? — CIOKOMHO CHPOCUJI OKPYKEHHBIN.

Typok patocTHO 3aKuBaJl.

— OH J10J1K€eH BCTaTh, — CKa3aJl YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM ILjIallle.

Be3 BcsAKkMX ykazaHHid OT KOro Obl TO HU OBUIO JISKAIIU HA MOCTOBOHM TYPOK 3aTUX M TYT ke
NoJHsUICS. YenoBeK B YEPHOM IUTALLE TYT K€ BBITSHYJI BIIEpEN pyKy. Ero koxkaHnas nepyarka aep-
’KaJla Ha BECY MaJIeHbKUI MeIIOYeK, KOTOPbI He OCTaBJIsL/T HUKAKMX COMHEHUIN OTHOCUTESIbHO CBO-
ero HarojHeHus1. [ J1a3a KMBaBIIIEro TypKa pagoCTHO 3a0JeCTeNN, ¥ OH OTYETIMBO MTPOU3HEC:

— Hai!

— Jlomazp! — cka3zai yenoBeK, MPOAOJIKas JepKaTh MEIIOUeK Ha Becy. TypoK KUBHYJ U UTO-
TO CKa3aJl CBOMM JIoJsM. Te yBesu JIo1ma/ib, HO OCTAINUCh CTOSITh B IIPOXOJIE.

— Wm ciona! — nomo3Bai yenoBek B UEPHOM Iuialie Typka. TOT cTajl MeAJIEHHO MOAXOAUTh, a
KOIJIa OKA3aJICs B IIare OT MEIIOYKa, YCIIbIIIAI:

— Croit!

C 3TUM BBIKPUKOM TYPOK OCTAHOBHWJICSI, @ €0 COPATHUKM KaK MO KOMaH/IE MOJHSIIM CBOU XBO-
POCTUHBI U TTAJIKU.

— Ceityac s OTIyIIy MeIlIouYeK, — cKka3asl YeoBeK B Y€pHOM Iuiarie. — Eciu Thl ero noiimaerb
— oH TBOW. Ecnum oH ynanér Ha 3eMJTio0, TO OH ocTaHeTcs1 y MeHsl. Ho uem Obl 6710 HU 3aKOHYHIIOCH,
s yxoxy. Cornacen?

— Xa! — He yaep:xascst OT BocKJMlanust Yummu.

— Tl'ociouH, na TyT Aaxe Takas TojcTas OOYKa Kak sl MOMMaeT Ball Merovek! A Bbl IOCMOT-
pute Ha Hero! OH, XOTh U HE MOJIOJ, HO JJOCTaTOYHO JIOBOK, YTOOBI HE YITYCTHTh TaKOE cyacThe! —
ckazasla Mwna.

Typok yxe KMBHYJI U BCEM CBOMM BUAOM JAEMOHCTPUPOBAJI, YTO TOTOB JIOBUTh MEIIOYEK.

— OmmuHO! — npousHEc yenoBek B Y€pHOM Iutamie. OH pe3ko BHITAILMII IIMAry, MOACTaBUII
KOHYMK KJIMHKA K KaJIbIKY TypKa. Ero corjieMeHHUKH TYT ke HeJJOBOJILHO 3arajijiesiv, MOAHSIN Opy-
KHe U CIeJaiv 110 1ary BHepé, HO TIABHBIA UX OCTAHOBWJI, TIOHUMAsl, YTO KJIMHOK JIETKO IMPOH3UT
€ro IJIOTh, U HUKTO HE yCIIeeT eMy ITOMOYb.

— ¢l mosicH10, — CKa3aJ1 YyesIoBeK B YEpHOM I1arte. — S yxke yoequsics, 9To Bbl IOBOJILHO HETIJIOXO
MOHUMAETe MO-UTAJbSIHCKH, KOTJja pedb UJET O JIeHbrax Wi O CMepTU. Tak BOT: s1 XOTeJI MPOUTHU 1O
3T0i1 ynuie. Jleso HeXuTpoe, HO Ballla IOBO3Ka MHe noMeniajia. [ToiiMaTh 3TOT MeIoYeKk ¢ MOHETAMU
C TOTO MeCTa, Ha KOTOPOM ThI ceituac crouib — Toxe. Ho 310 Korna tede HUKTO He MemaeT. Tak uto
BOT TeOe MPensATCTBUEe — MOM KJIMHOK. Takum 0Opa3oM MbI OyieM B PaBHBIX YCJIOBUSIX.

— Xa! — cHoBa ckazan Yunmu.

B 3TOT MOMEHT uesioBeK B YEPHOM IUIAIIE OTITYCTHII MeloueK. Typok He caesnan HU4ero, Yro0bl
TOTBITATHCS IONMATh JAEHBIU.

— He coBeryio yOouparh BaM KJIMHOK OT TOpJia 3TOTO MPOUJIO0XH, MOKa €ro JIOAN He OCBOOOIAT
BaM IPOXO[l, CMHbOP! — FPOMOIJIaCHO Jasia coBeT MuLia.
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TeM He MeHee KOHYMK IITard JBUHYJICS BHU3, JIETKO MOALETMI MEIIOYeK ¢ MOHETaMH, MOJI-
Opocuit ero BBepx. YesloBeK B UEPHOM ILIAIe MOMMAJI €ro W CIpsTal B HeIpax Iuiama. A cpasy 3a
STUM JISVCTBUEM OH YOpaJI IIrary B HOKHBL.

— 41 He Tak Iy, YTOOBI MOJTB30BAThCS COBETAMU Oa3apHOU 0A0bI, — CIIOKOWHO CKa3aJl YeIOBEK
B 4€pHOM Tu1aie. OH CTOSIT HAIIPOTHB U, YJIbIOAsiCh, CMOTpEN TypKY B IJ1a3a.

— Bonsa Bama, cuabop! Tem Gosee, 4TO BBl pUCKyeTe CBOE TOJIOBOM! — OOMKEHHO 3asBUIA
Mwuna.

TypoK ycMexXHYJICSl M KPUKHYJ YTO-TO Ha CBOEM TapabOapckoM. Ero coruieMeHHUKH HeXOTs
OITYCKaJI XBOPOCTHHBI M TIAJIKU ¥ OCBOOO/IMIIN TIPOXOI.

— Bot 310 ga! — Bocxuruiaca Yummm.

— Bam netyx mMor Obl HAyYUThCSI MOTYATh 110 YTPaM, €CJIM Obl BbI MOIJI €My OOBSICHUTD, UTO
OT 3TOrO 3aBUCHUT €ro KU3Hb, — MEJICHHO CKa3aJl YeJI0OBEK B YEPHOM ILIAIIe.

— Tak Kak ke eMy 9T0 0ObsiCHUIIIBL! — 3axoxoTan Yurmu. — OH Xe HU CJIoBa He MOHUMAaeT Ha
UTAJISTHCKOM !

— [Napy MuHYyT Ha3ag 3TH TYPKH TOXE HUYEro He MOHMMAaM Ha utaibsiHckoM. Ho ¢ tex mop
OHU CJEJIaJIN CEPbE3HBIE YCIIEXU B U3YYEHUM SI3bIKA!

ITOM 1IyTKE 3aCMESUIUCh yke U TypKU, 1 Mwia, n Yunmnu.

YesioBek B YEPHOM IUIALLE OTIPABUJICS JaJIbLIIE.

Cpenu KpblIill JOMOB YK€ CTAJIM MPOIJISIIBIBATH AN TIABHOTO cO00pa, B CTOPOHY KOTOPOTO
Y 1EN Hatl repoid. Bokpyr ctaHoBUsIoCh MHOTOMMOHEE. [Ipruyém Jiioan yxe He CKpbIBAJIMCH IIe-TO 3a
yI7I0M WK B TeHH. Kak npaBuio, 31o ObutH paboTATH, KOTOPbIE TOTOBHIIUCH CBOMM TPYIOM J100bIBAThH
cebe Ha Kycok xJjie6a. OHM KW TaK BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb, TOJ] 32 TOIOM. TaK JKVJIM UX OTIIBI U JIE/IBL.
OHM TOYHO 3HAJIM, YTO OOraThie U 3HATHBIC JIHOAW MOTYT cebe TO3BOJIMTH CIaTh BBOMO. TeM ynuBH-
TeJIbHee UM ObUIO BUIETh B 3TOT PaHHHI Yac YesioBeKa B Y€pHOM Iuiamie. JJoBOIbHO YyacTo OeHsKY
MIPUOCTAHABJIMBAJIM CBOW TPY[, YTOOBI TPOBOANTD B3IJISIIOM 3Ty CTPAHHYIO (DUTYPY.

Uro e 3aCTaBUIIO STOTO YeJIOBEKa MOAHATHCS C MIOCTEJIM B CTOJIb PaHHUM yac?

HukTO HE coMHeBaICs, UTO 3TO JAOJKHO OBUIO OBITH €0 UCKJIIOYUTEHHON BaKHOCTH.

— JIoOpoii BaM 10pory, CHHBOP MepKyIro! — MpOXpHITes HUIIUKN, YTO CHE Y CTeHBI 00IIap-
MAHHOTO JIOMa C 3aKPBITHIMU CTaBHAMH. YenoBeK B YEPHOM ILIalle Pe3KO OCTAHOBHJICS M, COPOCHB
KaIIoIIoH, 0OpaTHJI CBOE€ BHIMAaHKE HA Y3HABIIIETO €ro HUIIETO.

— Bl Mens y3Hanu?

— Jla KaxK e Bac He y3HaTh! — 3aKalUIsUICS CTAPUK.

— OTKypa e Tbl MEHs1 3Haelllb?

— Bai ocTpblii SI3bIK CTOUT Balllero KJIMHKa U3 Jamacckoi craiu! CKoNbKO pa3 s Ciblal OT
Pa3HBIX JIOJEH, YTO HUUTO HE TOPTUT KPOBb TaK CUJIBHO, KAK $1J1, YTO CPHIBAETCSI BpEMEHAMHU C BaIIIero
si3pIKa! YK Kak Bbl OCTpbI Ha 513bIK, cuHbOp Mepkyuuo! Kxe-kxe!

Humwmii nonbitasicst paccMesIThCsl, HO TIIyOOKME yTPOOHBIH Kallleslb He TIO3BOJIMI €My 3TO Cie-
JaTh.

— Yo ke Tebe HyKHO? — cripocul MepKyIumo.

— Mne? — ynuBuics HuIui. — Pa3Be s uto-To mpocuii, cuHbop Mepkynuo?

— 3auem xke Thl OCTAHOBUJI MeHSI, pa30OUHUK ?

— 517! OcranoBui Bac?! Cunbop Mepky1imo, Aaxe cBopa AUKUX TYPOK, BOOPYKEHHAsSI MAJTKaMHU
Y XBOPOCTMHAMH, TIEPErOPOHB BaM JIOPOT'Y, UyTh HE JIMIINJIACH CBOETO BOXKAKA, CTOMJIO IM OKa3aThCs
Ha BaweM Iytu! Heyxenu s, HecuaCTHBIN Kajieka, MOTY BaC OCTAHOBUTH?

Mepkyuuo crenan nay3y, Npexie YeM MeAJIEHHO TPOM3HECTH CIIEAYIONLyIo (ppasy:

— OpHako Te6e 3TO yIanochk. ..

Hummii ynsiOHysICS IO CBOEH I'YCTOM M Ipsi3HOM OOpOoH U, He cBoAist ¢ MepKyIHMo riTyOOKHX
CHHUX I71a3, 3aKJIOKOTaJl CMEXOM.

— U BCE xe, — ckazan Mepkyuuo.
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— BbI ciiikoM paHo UAETe, — B3/10XHYJI HULLMM.

— [ouemy?

— T'onen nana ITmmmmeka eni€ He Bbe3kasl B ropoj. Bam Hezauem uATu B TaBepHY «3e¢Hast
KOJILYHbSI».

— CoMHUTENIbHOE 3aBE/IEHUE 3Ta TaBEpHA, — CKazal MepKkyuuo.

— O4eHb COMHUTEIBHOE, — CKa3aJl HULIWH U 3aMOTYaJl.

— A uny k oty JlopeHno, — npousHéc Mepkynuo.

— O! — 3axoxo0Tan HUIIKI.

— Y10 CMEUIHOro B TOM, YTO 3HATHOMY JBOPSIHUHY €CThb JI€JI0 K YBa)KaeMOMY CBSILIEHHOCIY-
KUTEIIO?

— Her-Her, B 9TOM HMYEro CMEUIHOIO HET, HO BUAMTE JIU, B TOT YaC BCE CBALEHHOCTYKUTENN
HAIlIero ropojia YCUJICHHO APHIXHYT. Tak OHM rOTOBATCS K BeUepHEH CirykOe U TOMY, 4TO TOCTIeAyeT
3a Hell. ..

— MHe kaxeTcs, 4To J1j151 IPOCTOrO HUILETO BbI CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3HaeTe 0 BepoHe u o e€ xure-
JSIX.

— Bawm kaxercs, cuabop Mepky1uo!

MepKyumo ycMexHyJIC.

— Bce xe...

Mepkyuuo Hanpsrcs.

— Ecnm y Bac ecTb HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHH. . .

— B Takom cirydae BbI COCTaBUTE MHE KOMITAHUIO B «3€JIEHOU KOJIyHbe», — IiepeOut ero Mep-
KYLIMO.

— Omna emg 3anepra, cuHb0p Mepkynuo!

— Bbl, yBaxkkaeMblii rOCTb HAIIIEro ropoja, emié MoKa 3HaeTe He BCE JIBEPH. ..

— Yro0 ), MOKaxuTe MHe emeé oaHy JBepb! 3a 310 51 Oyay BaM OTIeIbHO OnarogapeH!

— Unémre!

Hummit 1oBOIBHO JIETKO MOTHSIICS ¢ MOCTOBOM U TOC/Ie10BaJT 32 MepKyIHo.

TaBepHa «3enéHast KOMIyHbs» HAXOMWIAch 3a yrioM. Eciu 061 Mepkyrmo He xk1ai Obl 9TOro
CTPAHHOTO HUIIIETO, TO JIETKO OBl M1 OBICTPO MPEOIOTIEN ITO PACCTOSIHUE B HECKOJIBKO JIECSATKOB I1aroB.
STOT HUIIUI YIBOWUJI, ECIIU HE YTPOUJI, BpEMs, KOTOPOE TETEphb YKE OHU BMECTE MPOIIN IO U3BECT-
Holl B Bepone TaBepHbl. Ecrin 661 MepKyImo MoKUHYI Obl YAHILY, TO HE YCIBIIIAT Obl, KaK KaKOK-TO
3BOHKUI MYKCKOH I0JI0C ITPOU3HEC:

— A 4 capiuad, yto B BepoHy uayT Jioau, KOTOpbIE CriacaloTcesi OT 4yMbl!

— Kakue mogu? OT KOro Tel MOT' 3TO C/BIIIATh? — OTBETHJI TOYHO TAKOW k€ IOJIOC, CJIOBHO
OJIVH U TOT e YeJIOBEK pa3roBapuBaJl caMm ¢ co00i. MepKyIHO JIUIIIb YCIeN OIISIIETh MPOCTPAHCTBO
BOKpYT cels1, Kak royioca OeccneqHo nmponaid. Jla ¥ BOKpYr HEro U HUIIEro He ObLJIO HU €IUHOTO
yesoBeka. OTKya B3sJIMCh 3T ronoca?

— Yero BBl Tak UCITYTaJIMCh, CHHLOP MepKylno? — OOMKO CIpOCHI HAIIMKA. — BBl MeHs1 ynuB-
nsere!

— BbI 970 cabimanu?

— Cnpian uro?

— 3nech ObUTH JBOE.

— JIBoe?

— Jla. OHu roBopuiy, uto B BepoHy MokeT npuiltu 4yma.

— Yyma? B Bepony?

— Hy na.

— 29X, cuHpbop Mepkyuumo! Uyma MoxkeT NpuUiTH KyJa yrogHo U Koraa yrogno! B Hame-to
BpeMs. ...

— 51 6b1 peArnoYEsn, YToObl 3TO MPOU3OILIO MO3KE.
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— Ilozxe yero?

— INo3xe moeit cmepT. I He Ha/lO OCTPUTH Ha 3TOT cueT! S BUIEN, B KAKMX MyKax YMHUPAIOT
oT uymbl! Takast cMepTh He npeAMeT ISl IIYTOK !

— O! — mpou3HEC HUIIMI U XpUI BHE3AITHO IIPOMAJI U3 3TOTO SICHOTO U MIOYTH NIEBYYEro 3ByKa. —
41 Buzen, Kak Bbl yOpay KJIMHOK, XOTsI BaM YIPOXaJl PAcIpaBoi C JECATOK YEJIOBEK. ..

— Ot 31X JecsaTu yilTu ObUIO HeclnoXkHO. VX He cpaBHUTD ¢ YymoOii!

Hummit ve cran orBevats. To M OTOMY, YTO HE HAIIENCS, YTO CKa3aTh, TO JIM TIOTOMY, UTO
OHU YK€ MPUILUIH.

MaccuBHas 1BOiHas ABEPb U B CaMOM JieJie Oblyla 3anepTa, Ho MepKyIro U He TIOIXOAWI K Hel.
OH 1OBE HULLIETO BOKPYT 3[JaHUs], TIOKA HE OKa3aJiCsl BO3JIe Y3KOH ABEPH M0/l HABECOM, KY/Ia IPOMKO
TPYAJIBI TIOCTYYasI KylakoM. [IBeph OTKpbLIa JeBOYKA JIET MATU-ILECTH, ISl HA HUX OIPOMHBIMU
KAapyMH IJ1a3aMHU.

— OH co MHOW, — KMBHYJI Ha HULIIETO MepKy1Ho.

— Kak ckaxere, — ckazana JeBoyka M nocropoHmiachk. OHa BIycTMIIa MPULIEIINX U 3arepia
32 HUMHU JIBepb. MEepKyIIMO YBEPEHHO MPOIIEN B TEMHBIN Y3KU1 KOPUAOP U MPUBEN CBOETO CITyTHUKA
B MaJIEHbKYI0O KOMHATKY, €IJMHCTBEHHOE OKHO KOTOPOM BbIXOAWIIO B caj. [locpean KoMHaThl CTOSIT
IIPOCTOM Y MPOYHBII KBAJAPATHBII CTOJ, K HEMY JIEIUJIMCh CO BCEX CTOPOH YEThIpE TAKUX ke CTYJa.

Ha crenax KOMHaTBhl X03IMH TIOIBECUIT TIOJIKH, T/ie POBHBIMU psiiaMu OyTBUIKM BceX (popM U
LIBETOB OKMJJAJIU CBOETO Yaca.

— Capurech, — ckazain MepKyluo 1 KyJa-To yiei u3 3toid KoMHathl. CTapuK He ycres OTOIBU-
HYTb CTYJI, @ MepKyL1o yxke BEpHYJICS C TPOMAJHBIMU ITIMHSIHBIMU KPYKKaMU.

— Heyxenmu mbl Oyaem nuth 6e3 X031uHa? — YIUBHUJICS HUILIA.

— M&1 OGynem, nuTh, €CTh U JKAATh XO35IMHA, — YTBEPAUTENbHO KUBHYT Mepkyimo. OH JIOBKO U
JIETKO B3s1J1 C TOJIKY MIEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS OYTHIIKY, HATIOIHUII KPYXKKH Oypol KuAKocThio. OnHYy 13
HUX OH CJIETKA MOIOABUHYJI K CTAPUKY.

— IIpemHoro GrmaromapcTByto! — cTaj yabpoaThess B OOPOLY HUIIHIA.

Mepkyuuno TskeNno cen, yCMEXHYJICS, PhIBKOM C/iesial JBa TPOMAaJHbIX IJIOTKAa U3 KPYXKKU U
BJpPYT YTBEPAUTEIbHO CKa3a:

— Urak, s Tebe moHamoOmIcs.

Humuit otpunaresisHO 3aMOTaJI TOJIOBOM U 3aMaxajl pyKaMu, OCTaBUB B TIOKOE KPYKKY.

— Cogcem Her, cunbop Mepkyimo! CoBcem HeT!

— Torma 4To THI 3/1€Ch AeJIaellh?

— Huuero, coBcem Huyero!

— Ho T Bep nosiBusics?

— Pazymeercs, cunbop Mepkyumo! Bee korma-to u rae-to nosisistiorcst! TakoBa Beib cama
KU3HB!

— Xoporiio 3aBepHy!

Mepkyumo ckpectui pyku Ha rpyau. Hummii Toxxe Momyad.

— Ho 51 pa3BepHy, — ckazan MepKyl1o U cTajl BHOBb IUTh U3 KPYKKH.

— Cunbop Mepkynuo, y Bac eli€ Blepeid MHOTO BaKHbIX J1e1!

— a?

— Ho He 3ps e NOJHAINCH HAa IPAaHMLIE THS M HOYM U IyCTWIUCh B ITyTh 110 OMACHBIM y/Iuam!

— Kak 3Hatb? beiTh MOXeT 3psi?

— Ho wmmb1 ke 3necb? Mbl xk1Em?

— Mp1 k€M 1 xaxaeMm. Bor BuHo!

— Kak oHo Bam?

— ITo-mMoeMy, B HEM CJIMILIKOM MHOI'O COJIH.

— Coub B BUHE?

— Corb ecTb BO BcEM, KpoMe Baliield 0onToBHU! — oTpe3an MepKymumo.

11



P. B. MopryHoB. «Pesepc»

— A BBI OBl XOTeJIM, YTOOBI 51 pacCKa3ajl BaM UTO-TO JISHCTBUTEILHO CTOSIIEe, CHHBOP MepKy-
mo?

— Tak 51 Bac cioza 3a 3TUM U NpUBEN!

Humuit Momgast v, XMTpo NMPUIILY pUBIIHUCH, CMOTPEN Ha HETo.

— U BbI TOTOBBI K JI0JITOMY paccKazy? — CIPOCHJT HUIIUK.

— 371ech XBaTUT COJIEHOTO BUHA Ha Thicsiuy Jet! Hy, HaumHaiite xe!
— Tak ciymaiite, — HIENOTOM MPOXPUIIEST CTAPUK.

12
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3 Bo Bpems ok

JloXTb JIVUT CILJIONTHOM CTEHOM.

IT0 He ObUT KAKON-TO CITyYalHbIN JTMBEHb, KOTOPBIM BHE3AITHO OOPYIIMJICS HA TOPO]I MIOCPEIN
grcToro u 6e3061aunoro Heba. Be€ k atomy mno. Tyuu codupasmch ¢ caMoro yTpa, Kak OyAaro Obl
Jaxe MpU3bIBasi CBOMX cOOpaTheB 3aKphITh BCI0 BepoHy oT comHia. Betep He Merman um codnparbcs,
HE Pa3roHsT M He CHOCWI B KakKylo-HUOyab cTtopoHy. CoBceM HaoOOpOT: BeTep MOKUHYN Hebeca,
CITyCTHJICSI K CAaMOM 3eMJle, CKBO3HWJI BJIOJIb JOMOB M TI0 MOCTaM. «BpIcTpel, ObicTpeii!» — rHaji oH
HE3aJaWIMBBIX MPOXOKHUX, 3aU4eM-TO MOKMHYBIIMX OYar CBOEro AoMa B Takylo noroxny. [Torom cranu
najgarh nepBble Karum 10k As. OHU CJIOBHO Obl I3BUHSLIHCH 32 OYAYIIUI pa3rysl CTUXUH, [IAPANaJIiCh
B OKHa ¥ ciipammBain: «Bce noma?» M TompKo moToM, nocie 61ecka MOJTHAM KakK TOCTIEIHEro Tpe-
IOyNpeXICHUs, TPSHYIT JTMBEHb.

B Takyio norogy MoXHO ObLIIO TOYHO HUKOTO HE KJaTh.

JIKY TOBOJIBHO JIOJITO CJIOHSICS TIO IOMY, TTOCHEN Tiepe]] OKHOM, Habmoaast 10k 1b. [loroM oH
JIET B KPOBaTh, HO YCHYTb He cMor. [0k b OWII 1o cTEéKJIaM, 1o Kphiie. )y 3aKpbiBa 171a3a, U eMy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO JOX/b HE TaM, 32 OKHOM, a BOT 3/IeCh, TIPSIMO PSIOM C HUM, CTOUT TOJIKO MPOTSHYTh
pPyKy. OH OTKpBIBAJ I71a3a, BU/EI, YTO PSAOM C HUM HUKAKOTO JOXKAS HET, IET K OKHY, CMOTpeJ Ha
MYCThIE YJIUIIBI ¥ OTHA B OKHAX COCEICKMX JIOMOB M BO3Bpaiajcs B nocresib. CoH He IIEN.

Torna oH gocTan MoibOepT M KUCTU. KU BCeraa XOTeN CTaTh XyIOXKHUKOM, ITUCATh YIUBU-
TEJIbHOIM KPACOTHI MIeH3aK1 U IOPTPEThl IPEKPACHBIX HE3HAKOMOK, HO M3-TIOJ] €70 PYKH TOSIBJISIIHCH
KaKue-TO CTpaHHble 00pa3bl. [leii3aky BXOOWIN TEMHBIMU U MPAYHBIMU, JAEBYIIKU — XUTPHIMU WA
YyygakoBaThIMU. Ha Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH OCTaBHJI KMBOIHUChH, HO 3a0bITh KPACKHU U XOJICT HE MOT.

BriBasio, 4To OH AOCTaBalT MOJIBLOEPT M MPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha Hero. Vnu rae-HuOyab HaxOmu
KHCTOUKY, Opajl € B pyKy M TakK XOAWJI C Hell HEKOTOpoe BpeMs. Bin30cTh Kakoro-imodo npeamera,
KOTOPBIY TIO3BOJISUT YyBCTBOBATDh Ce0sl XyIOKHUKOM, ObUIa eMy HeOOXOIMMa KaK BO3IyX.

W BoT ceituac, koraa TOKAb 3aXBaTHII BCE, OH I0CTAT MOJbOEPT, MOCTABUII HAITPOTUB HETO CTYJT
M cell CMOTpeTh Ha Hero. MonbOept Obut myct. Ha ynuie mén noxaps. B qome Obuto Tparmvecku
oaMHOKO. Yepes kakoe-To Bpems [y oHs, yTo Xo4ueT crath. OH pasziencs u JIET.

K cBoemy yauBieHHI0, OH MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYIL.

Korga oH mpocHyscs, TO 32 OKHOM HIEN AOKb. KM MOIHSIICS, BHOBb MPOLIEI IO JAOMY U
YTKHYJICSI B MOJIBOEPT. MonbOepT mo-npekHeMy Obut mycT. {0k b BCE Takxke IIyMe 32 OKHOM. [Iku
Hamien y cedst loMa BUHO ¥ XJ1e0. B3sIB IMIMHSHBIN MaJIeHbKHUIA KYBILIUH B OIHY PYKY, @ MSATKHIA TyIIIHU-
CTBI XJ1e0 B Ipyryto, [Iku ces HarpoTuB MoibOepTa. MoimbOepT ObLT MyCT.

JIKY cuen HarpoTUB, el XJ1eO, OTKYChIBas MaJICHbKUE KYCOUKH, U 3alMBAJT TSDKETBIM MacJIsi-
HUCTBIM BUHOM, JieJIasi CIIMIIKOM Oouibiie TIOoTKU. Joxap He yruxai, [Iu ObUT B 3TOM aOCOMIOTHO
yBepeH. [0k ab CBOAMI € yMa, Tak eMy YIaJloch yOUTh BpeMsi. TEMHBIE TyIIUCThIE TyYH He MOKUIAIH
HeOa, He TPOITYCKAJIH COJTHIIA, U OBUIO COBEPILIEHHO HEMOHATHO, UTO ceifuac: IeHb Wi Houb? HUKTO
HE XOIWJI IO YJIUIIaM, a B COCE/ICKUX OKHAaX BCEI/ia rope CBeT.

Jxu noen xjed, MOTOM O BUHO, MOCTaBHJI MYCTON KYBIIMHYMK PSIIOM CO CBOEH JIEBOM
HOTOU U CTaJI CMOTpPETh Ha MOJILOEpT. MonbOepT ObLT IMTYCT.

JIKY MOHUMAJT, YTO TaK HE MOKET IPOAOJIKaThcsl BeuHO. [0k ap He mpekpamiaincs. ok 3Ba
ero HayaTh padboTaTh, a OH CUACT U CMOTPEJ Ha MOJIbOEPT.

B kakoi-T0 MOMEHT eMy HaJ0ell0 CMOTPETh, OH JIOCTAaJ KUCTH M KPAaCKU M BCTaJl PSIOM C
MycThIM XosicToM. OH He 3HaJ, 4TO JI0JKEH pHUCOBATb.

JIKY cMelan Kakvie-To Kpacky U CTajl BOAUTD JIMHUU. Pyku Kak 1o BoJmeOCTBY Jeaiy 4To-
TO ocobeHHoe. [11én 10X Ib.
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Ecnu Obl 10 1b HE YHUUTOXKUIT BpeMs, [k Mor Obl CKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO OH MPOCTOSLT Y MOJIb-
Oepra. A Tak Bpemsl IPEeBPaTHIOCh B TOUKY. B 310 Touke BpemeHu k1 HapucOBaJ MOPTPET Ipe-
KPacHOM JIEBYIIIKH, KOTOPYIO HUKOTJa HE BUIEN B KU3HH.

A MoxeT ObITh BUIET?

Jl>)xv BHUMATEIbHO TOCMOTPEJT Ha XOJICT.

I'my6okue cuHme ria3a, BHICOKUM JI00, BhIOIIHecs JJOKOHbL. Her, Hukorna He Bujen! Eciu Obl
BUJIEJT, TO HETIPEMEHHO e€ Obl 3aTIOMHI!

JIXKY cen HarmpoTHB He€ W He MOr YUTH. JJokap crayl OlarociOBeHHBIM, Beb UMEHHO H3-3a
9TOrO AOXK/IS K HEMy HMKTO HE MPUXOAWT U He Oecriokowsi. OH MOT BEYHO CH/IETh HAIPOTHB 3TOTO
MOPTPEeTa, ¥ eMy HUKTO He Oyner memiaThb. [louctuHe, 10XKab O1arocioBeHeH !

JloX b TTPOJOJIKAIT IIIYMETh 32 OKHOM.

JIXky HEe COMHeBaJICs, 4TO ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM B BepoHe, KOTOpHIi pasoBajcs
3TOMY HECKOHYaeMoMy A0k 1i0. [la, OH 3HaJ, YTO KAPTUHA OCTAHETCS C HUM U Tociie Aok . JloykHa
OCTaThCs, AyMail oH. [lopTpeT He3HAKOMKH POk 1aJl B HEM CTpaHHbIe 4yBCTBa. OH HE MOT UX OIHUCATb.
UYro-To BHYTpH OYpiniio U UCKpuitock. OH paioBajics CTPAIIHOMY JOXKIIO M CBOEMY BBIHYKIEHHOMY
OZIMHOYECTBY. A TIOTOM OH 3aCHYJI, CU/Isl TIepe]l IOPTPETOM JIEBYIIIKH, KOTOPYIO HUKOT/IA HE BUIEI.

OH BCKOYMJT OT pOOKOTO CTyKa B JIBE€ph. BCKOUMII KaK yKaJeHHbI!, CIOBHO ObI €My O] Cep/le
BOH3MJIACh CTpPeJia C PACKATIEHHBIM HAKOHEYHUKOM. OH IIyMHO Jibiman. CMOTpes BOKPYT OelleHbIMU
71a3aMH ¥ XBaTas pToM Bo3ayx. [ne moprper?

Bor on. [Ipsamo niepen HuM.

OH BBIIOXHYL.

Ceparie n30 Bcex cuil OUIOCh B IPY/IH.

['myOGokue ciHUMe r71a3a IpelaHHO CMOTPEJIH Ha Hero.

JloX b TIO-TIpEKHEMY IIIyMeJT 32 OKHOM.

JIKY CTOSIT Ha MPSIMBIX HANPSUKEHHBIX HOTaX M OCO3HABAI MHP BOKPYT. Bc€ ObUIO Tak, Kak
nepes TeM, Kak oH 3acHysl. Otuero oH npocHyscs? Ot cryka? Ho KTo Mor ctyyath B IBEpb B TaKyIO
noroay? Yk He nociblanoch Ju emy? OH npuciymanics. ToabKo nryMen JOXK/Ib.

Bpsin s, permn oH. He cTouT pake MoaXxoauTh K JBEPH, YBEPUII OH caM cedsl.

I'myGokue crHue r71a3a ObLIM C HUM COTJIACHBI.

N TyT paspancs Ccryk.

Msrkuid, poOKHiA, HACTOJIBKO HEYBEPEHHBIH, uTO [[)ku Mor OBl €ro 1 He 3aMeTHTh, OyIb OH XOTb
yeM-HuOyab 3aHAT. Ho [Iku HudyeMm He ObLT 3aHAT. OH CTOsUI, CMOTpEN B I71a3a EBYIIKHU, IOPTPET
KOTOPOH HapHCOBAJI CaM M HE MOT OTOTHATh MBIC/Ib, UTO CJIBIIIAT CTYK.

Hy KT0, CKa)xuTe Ha MIJIOCTh, MOT TIOKAJIOBAaTh K HEMY B JIOM B TaKyIO MOToay?

OH omyTun crpax.

370 OBUIO HACTOJIBKO HEOOBIYHO, UTO JXKM CTasl O3MpaThCs 1O CTOPOHAM U IyMaTh, a Yero ke
OH Tak GouTtcs. Tesno crano nepeBsSHHBIM, HOTH HAJTMJIMCh CBUHIIOM, U OH C TPYJIOM ClIeJIal HECKOJIBKO
I1aroB K JIBEpH.

CrpariHo.

OH BApYT MOHSII, YTO OOUTCS OTKPHITH JBEPb. B 3Ty MUHYTY eMy Tak XO4YeTcsl, YTOOBI STOT
POOKMIA CTYK OKazaJics TUIOAOM ero Booopaxenus. Moxuo? Benp eciii 3To BCero JIMIib To, 4TO eMy
M0Ka3aJI0Ch, TO OH HE YCIIBIIIUT 3TOT CTYK OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/A, CKOJIbKO Obl HU CTOSUT Mepell JBEphIO.
Benp Tak?

OH crosin u xk1a1. CTyK He TOBTOPSLICS.

Kazanoce Ob1, [Iku gomKkeH ObUT IOMyMaTh, YTO CTYK €My IPUBHUJIEICS, OTOWTHU OT JBEpU U
3aHATHCS CBOMMM JeJIaMU (XOTsl Kakue y Hero jena?), HO BOT MIMEHHO Terepb, KOIja OH CTOSUT B
MeTpe OT ABepH, K1 OTUETIMBO MOHSII, YTO B €ro ABepb cTydasid. OH HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAJICS,
YTO TaM, 32 IBEPHIO, CTOUT YEJIOBEK U KIET, KOrJa OH, XO35IMH IOMa, 3Ty JBepb OTKPOET. KK ouTH
(busryecKky orrymian yeaoBeka 3a qeepblo. [louemy ke 3TOT YesioBeK He CTy4uT eme pas?
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JIKY mogyMal, 4To ecau Obl OH NPUINENT K KOMY-HUOY/b, TIOCTYYasl U ka1 Obl CTOJIBKO Bpe-
MeHH, TO HelpeMeHHO TocTy4as Obl eme pa3. Ho yenoBek, KOTOPHIH MPHIIET K HEMY W CTOSUT IO Ty
CTOPOHY ABepH, 0 ceGe OoJbllie He HAlOMUHAJI. DTO OBUIO TaK HEOOBIYHO, 4TO KM cresnan mar u
OTKPBLI JIBEPb.

Ha nopore, koHe4yHo xe, crosiia oHa. C TEMHBIX BOJIOC Ha MapKeT CTeKasla BOAa, TIyOOKue
CHHUE IJ1a3a CMOTpeM Ha Hero. OHa HUYEro He roBOpHIIa, a TOJIBKO KJauia.

JIxu cxBaTui e€ 3a pyKy U BTSHYJ B oM. OHa 1uia 3a HUM CJIOBHO ObI HUKOTA IO 9TOTO He
XOIWJIa ¥ TIOHSITUS HE MMeJIa, KaK IMOoJIb30BaThCcsl COOCTBEHHBIMU HOraMu. OH MpUBEN e€ K KaMUHY,
paccTenui Tiel, YCaaul, a IOTOM MPUHEC OOJBIIIOe MaxpoBOe MOJIOTeHIle. [k pa3ker B KaMuHe
OTrOHb, 3aBapwJI OOJBIIION YaWHWK apOMAaTHOTO IMPSHOro 4as U cell psaoM ¢ Hedl. OHa japoxana u
CMOTpeJIa Ha HEro.

— Kak I 31€Ch OKa3anach? — cripocuyi oH. ['yObl IEBYIIKYM 3aApOXKaIM, U OHA OTPUIIATETbHO
MoBepTesia roJ0BOM.

— D10 HeBaxHO, — ckazan [Ixu. OH mpuHEC eil ApMAIIUIACS B Kpyxkke yail. OHa oOXBaTuiIa
KPY)XKY JAByMsI pyKaMH U ciesiasia OONBIION ITIOTOK. [IKM CTOSIT pSIZIOM M CMOTpEIT Ha Heg.

— AHHa, — cKa3aja OHa U Iepecrana ApoxKarh.

— JIxu, — ckazan JIxxu. OH ocTaBui €€ ¢ yaeM U MOJIOTEHIIEM BO3Jie KaMuHa, a caM 3aHsUICs
KapTUHOM: 3amakoBaj e€ B XPYCTAIIyl0 Oymary, TOJIOKWI B XOMIIIOBBIA MEIIOK U yOpan Aajieko B
mikad. Ilocne sToro oH BepHysics kK AHHe. Ta yxe ocTaBuiia MOJOTEHIIE U JOTUIIA Yail.

— Yt0 co MHOU Oyaer? — crpocuia OHa.

— Tel ocTanembCs co MHOM, — yBEpEeHHO ckaszaul [lxu.

N ona ocranace.

Jloxab KOHYWICS Ha CIeAYIONUi eHb. [IKu 1mo3Bai JOMOM CBOMX Jpy3ei U poauTeneit. 3a
OrPOMHBIM CTOJIOM TPEJICTABUII €€ KaK CBOIO HEBECTY U TYT ke cAenant npemioxkeHne. OHM oOBeHYa-
JIMCh B MaJICHBKOM LIEPKBYIIIKE Ha Kpato roposa. CBAIIEHHUK ObUT OYeHb YIUBIIEH, YTO HA IIEPEMOHUM
He OBUTO HMKOTO CO CTOPOHBI HeBeCThl. Bce mpurianéHHblie SBISINCh APY3bSMU UM POJICTBEHHU-
Kamu xeHuxa. [Tocne BeHuanus [I>xu npuBEn AHHY B CBOM JIOM YK€ Kak 3aKOHHYIO CYIIpYTY.

OHM NPOXUIM JONTYIO KU3Hb. Y HUX CIyUMJIOCH ABOE JIETEN: IeBOYKA C MIIEHUYHBIMU BOJIO-
caMy — Mupa 1 MOJTYaIMBBIM, MHOT/IA KA3aBIIMKCS YIpIoMbIM, Xblo. FIM JOBEIOCh YBUIETh CUACTHE
CBOUX JIeTel U TIOBO3UTKLCS C BHYKAMH.

Opmnaxapl niepen PoxaectBoM Xbio pemwl 3arissHyTh K POTUTENSIM Ha MHUHYTKY, YTOOBI
HAIIOMHHUTB, YTO KAET VX 3aBTpa Ha MPa3IHUYHBIN YXKUH, HO JBEPh OKa3ajach 3amepra. Y Hero Obul
CBOM KJIIOY, U IPOKAIMMHU PyKaMU OH OTKPbUI ABEPb.

— Mawm! ITan! — 3a3BeHen ero rojioc Mo poAUTEIbCKOMY JJOMY.

OH mpom€n 1o BceM KOMHATaM, HO Be3Jie ObLIo IMycTo. B crnanbHe poguTesneid OH 3aMep nepen
KapTUHOM, KOTOpasi BUCeIa Hall UX KPOBaThi0. DTO ObLT X COBMECTHBIN mopTpeT. Ha HEM oHuM ObLH
COBCEM MoJIofible. AHHA cujiena, a JIKu CTOsUT 3a Hell ciieBa U KacaJicsl aJlbliaMu €€ IIPaBoro Iuieya.

XbI0 HAXMYPHJICS, HO He CMOT BCIIOMHHTD, YTOOBI OH KOra-HUOY/Ib BUIE 9Ty Kaptuny. Korma
OHA TIOSIBUJIAChH ?

XbI0 B TOT [IeHb TaK M HE HAIIEN CBOMX POAUTENEH B TOT JeHb. [1oTOM BecTh 00 MX Mponaxe
Jo1ua 1o Mupbl KOTopast Toxke MpUILIa B JOM U OCTAaHOBUJIACh Mepe]] 3TOM KapTUHOM B CIIAJIBHE.

CtpaHHo, 4TO 51 paHbllle HE 3aMevalia 3Ty KapTuHy, noaymaia Mupa.

Emg uepe3 nenp 06 ncuesHoBeHnn J{ku 1 AHHBI y3HAJT BeCh TOPO[I.

— Besxkoe ciyyaercs! — roBopuiiy ooy ¥ OXKMMauy 1uiedamu. HUKTo He moHumait, 4rto npo-
u3onwio. Bece nonumany, 4ro ku3Hb KU 1 AHHBI 3aKOHUMJIACh. B TAKOI MOMEHT YCTpauBaloT MOXO-
POHBI, IAI0T BOJIIO CJIe3aM U Py KECKOMY YYacTHIO, HO BOT TaK, Oe3 MPOIIaHus U TIOCIIEAHEro «Ipo-
CTW». .. Xbl0 1 Mupa Toxke OKa3aauch B 3aTPYJHUTEILHOM HOJIOKEHUH: POAUTENILCKUI JI0M OKa3aJICs
MYCT, H UM He npuHajyiexan. OHu OOsUTHCh €ro TPoraTh, He pelaich 3arOBOPUTH APYT C JPYTOM O
HACJIeJICTBE, HE 3HAJIM, YTO CO BCEM TUM JEJIaTh.
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CHauaJia OHM TIPUXOAUJIH TY/a, YTOOBI yOpaTh IMbLJIb, O0SICh UTO-TO Tporatk. [loTom cramu npu-
XOIUTh pexe. Pazymeercs, Hactano Bpems, KOIrjla HUKTO U3 HUX HE pelasicsl HOJOUTH K Jomy. MHo-
I71a JIIOIY TOBOPST, YTO Y€JIOBEK KyJa-TO TaM 3a0bLT I0OPOTy, €CITH IABHO Ty/a He XOIUJI, HO 9TO BbIpa-
KEHUE He NepeJacT TOro, YTo CIyYWIOCh ¢ 10MOM &M 1 AHHBL. XbI0 KaK-TO PELIWII TOCETUTH JOM
CBOMIX ponuTesiel, MPUIIENT K HeMy U YBUJEN, UTO B JOME KUBYT Kakue-To oau. OH MocTyJa B UxX
JBEPb, YCTPOWJI CKaH/aJ, YTBEpKAasi, 4YTO 3TO IOM €r0 POIUTENIEN, a ITU JIIOAU KUBYT B HEM He3a-
KoHHO. [Ipunuiock BMemarscs moauiuu. JIoau, KOTopele OTKPBUTH JBEph Xbl0, MTPEICTABUIN BCe
JOKYMEHTHI, MOATBEPIKAAIOIIHe, YTO OHU MOYTH JIBA/ILIATH JIET JKUBYT B 9TOM JoMe. 3a Xbio Iprexaa
Mupa, koTOpasi BeIcMesijia Opara, y3HaB, Ky/a OH IPUIIENT U YTO TpeOOBaJL.

XbI0 U3BMHWICS MEpe]] JIIAbMU U MONpocksl MUpy OTBECTH €r0 B IOM POAUTESIEN.

— 51 m cama gaBHO TaM He OblIa, — C TPYCTHIO Mpu3Haia Mupa. Bpar u cecTpa 100 1UTH TIO
YJIUIIaM POJHOTO ropofa, oka Mupa He ckaszalia, 4To 3a0Iyaniach ¥ TOYHO HEe TIOMHHT JIOPOTY.

—Kak?! — Bo3amyTtuscst Xpi0. — Mbl HE MOKeM B POJAHOM I'OPOJIE HANTU IOM, B KOTOPOM ITPOIILIO
Harie 1eTcTBo? B KoTopoM BCIo CBOIO KU3Hb ITPOBEM Haiu poautesu? JJoMm, KOTOpBIN Beeraa Hac
KJIAJT ¥ TJIe HaM Bceraa ObUTH pajibi?

— MBI 10JITO HEe PUXOAWIII, — cKazaina Mupa. — BO3MOXHO, B1acTU niepecTpauBajiv ropofl, UM
MOHAJOOMIIOCh MECTO, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUT HAIII JIOM, M OHHU €TI0 CHECITH.

— INouemy xe He cBsi3amuch ¢ HamMu? [ToueMy HUKTO HUYEro He 3HaeT Mpo Hal JoM?!

— DT0 He Halll IoM, — ToXkaJia riedyaMu Mupa. — ITo JOM HallluX pPOAUTENIEH.

— Ho Beap ux 1aBHO yxke HeT!

— Ux ner... Tel mpaB! A y Hac cBoU 10Ma U CBOSI )KU3Hb. . .

— Tax kak xe ObITh?!

— Kuts, — ckazana Mupa.

— W ocraButh 310 BOT Tak?!

— Ja.

— U Tebe coBceM He Xkajb HaIero goma’?

—ITOT JOM HaBCerJa OCTaHeTCs1 co MHOM! — Mupa yapiOHyIach 1 0OHsiIa Opata pyKou 3a 1ielo,
OTYEro MOYTH MTOBUCJIA HA HEM.

— OH emmg u ¢ TOOOH, — YBEpEHHO CKa3ajia OHa. — DTOT JIOM HaBcerJa ¢ Hamu. Tam, rae Bee 31o
C HaMH, HUKOTJ]a U HUYero He mpomnaaaeT. He nepexwuBaii 00 3toM gome! OH ¢ HaMu, TIOBEPb !

XpI0 XOTEJN CIIPOCUTH €€ 0 KapTHHE, KOTOPYIO BUJIEN B CMIAIbHE POIUTENIeH, HO ObLIO Tak 310-
POBO UATH ¢ MUpOH U CIyIIaTh, Kak OHA YTO-TO TaM IIeOeveT, YTO OH He PEIInIIcs e€ pepBaThb.

Hagepnoe, rae-1o ectb joM Ik 1 AHHBL. Ero MOXHO y3HaTh IO KapTHHE B ClIajibHE. XOTS
HEJIb3s CKa3aTh HaBEepHsIKA, UTO 3Ta KAPTUHA BUCHT B criajibHe. OHAa MOXET BUCETh U B IPYTOi KOM-
Hare. /la ¥ KapTWHA MOXET, KaK Bbl MOHMMaeTe, HEMHOTO M3MEHUTHCS (BBI ke TIOHSJIM, YTO OHa
HEMHOTI'O TIOMeHs1ach?). A eIl TakKuX JOMOB MOXET ObITh MHOXECTBO.

CrpaiHo, ecny Bbl TAKUX JOMOB HE 3HAETe.
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4 bor, yyma u Mackapau

Bort yxe cTo ¢ MIIHKUM JIET ClieHa, ONTMCaHHAsl eBaHreIMcToM JIyKoi, 3arneyariéHHas B KaMHe,
BO3BBIIIAIACH HAJl TOJOBOM BCSAKOTO, KTO CTOSsUI Tiepe]] KadeapaibHbIM COOOPOM CIIABHOTO ropoaa
Beponsl. Jlonu He 3a/iepKUBAJIKCh O] HEW U yKe TIOUTH He oOpaliaiv Ha He€ BHUMaHUs. PaBHO
KakK ¥ Ha TpU(OHOB, CTOSIINX CIIPaBa M CJIeBa, ¥ MPU3BAHHBIX TI0 Ujiee MacTepa CIYXUTh OXPaHHU-
KaM¥ Bxojia B XxpaM. OXpaHsATh HUYETo He TpeOOBaJIOCh, 1a U KAMEHHBIE ITUIIBI ObLTA HA CAMOM JIeJie
JaHbIO BCECWIbHON BeHeruu, oy naTpoHakeMm KOTOpoi Haxoauiachk Bepona. [lasiee mo MmpaMopHbIM
CTYIEHSIM MOKHO OBLJIO CITyCTUTBCS K IIMPOKOH YJIUIIE, Ha KOTOPOM JIETKO MOITIM pa3beXxaThCsl /IBE
BCTpEYHBIe MOBO3KH. [10 3TOM yiuiie MOKHO OBLJIO MOMACTh K CTapeiInel romaau ropoaa — [bsiie
nesuie DpoOe, MPUHATYIO TOpoKaHAMU HA3bIBaTh KaK «ILIOMIAAb TPaB». DTa MPsSMOYTOIbHAS TIOMA/b
ObLJ1a TYCTO 3aCTaBJIeHa CO BCEX CTOPOH OOraTbIMU JOMaMH M BBICOKMMH OalllHSMU, a MOCEpeIuHe
ropzio Bo3BbllIajcs ¢oHTaH. OT 3TOM IJI0MIAAM Ha 10T K peke AJUIKe yXOIuia y3Kas yJao4ka, KOTo-
pas newisiia o camoro mocra Ckajnurepos, B TpU MPOJIETa EPEMaXMBAIOIIET0 Yepe3 IJIABHYIO PEKY
ropoja.

IMo aTOMY MOCTY KaTuiach MpoYHasi ¥ rpyoo c/ieslaHHas! MOBO3Ka O JIByX TPOMaJHbIX KOJIEcax,
KOTOPYIO C TPY/IOM TaIllvJI OCEN, a MPABHJI € TYy4YHBIH JIbIceIovii MOHaX — Opat Jlopenio. Eciu Obl
CBSAIIIEHHOCITY)KUTEJTh IIEN TIEIITKOM, TO SIBHO OBl IepeMernacs OpicTpee. A Tak Kak MOBO3Ka ero Obuia
MycTa, TO HEKOTOpble ropoXkaHe, BUAeBIIMe Opata JIOpeHIo, ycMeXaliuch O WM TOC/e TOro, Kak
MIPUTIOTHUMAIIH LISy WJTH OTJaBajIv MOKJIOH. BpaT JIOpeHI0 MMPOKO 1 CIagKo yIbIOacs KakIOMY
Y TOpIO €XaJl [0 HEPOBHO BBHIMOILIEHHOW KJIAJIKE.

— Ona-na! — ycnpiman Opar JIopeHIIo Kak TOJBKO chexan ¢ Mocta CkamurepoB K Bepore. —
Koro s Buxky? Bpar Jlopenrio! He moxer ObITh!

Mepkymo cOCKOYMJI ¢ TPOMAJHOIO BajlyHa, HA KOTOPOM CHUJEJ [0 3TOro, U MPOCTEP PyKH B
CTOPOHY MOBO3KHU Opara JlopeH1io.

— JTo6poe yTpo, cuabop Mepkyiwmo! — otBedan Opat JIopeHIio, HO y/IbiOKa ero Oblia He TaKou
pasy’kHOW, KAaKOW OH HarpaxJaJl Apyrux MPUBETCTBYIOLIUX €TO.

— 4 cMoTpIO, UTO BBI CTaM OOJBIIE TOBEPATH HOTAM OCJIa, YeM CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM? A 3ps,
opar Jlopenno! OciuHasi roioBa COBCEM HE YMeEET ONpelesisaTh BpeMs, a IOTOMY 3acTaBUjIa MEHs
KJaTh HA TOM KaMHE BCE COCTABJISIIOIIME BALIEro Tesa!

—IIpocrtute, cuabop Mepkyuuo! §I rHaj 3TOro JeHUBIA, Kak TOJIBKO YMEJ, HO UTO C HETO B3$Th,
OH Be/lb OCEl!

— Bsi coBepienHO npaBbl! COBEpILIEHHO HE CTOMT OOMXKAThCs Ha ocia, Mo apyr! Océn TouHo
HU B YEM HE BUHOBAT!

— Kak xe s pan, 4ro B Ha MeHs He ceprautech! Ilporry Bac, cagurech psiioM, cMHBOP Mep-
KyIHO!

— Pazymeercs, s csay!

MepKy1Ho JIETKO BCHPBHITHYJ B TIOBO3KY M ycTpowiicst psiioM ¢ O6patom Jlopenno. Océn nota-
AT UX BIEPEN HECKOIBKO ObICTpee, YeM HIEN 10 STOTO.

— MHe kaxercs, Win OcEN Be3ET HAC JBOMX OBICTpee, YeM OH JI0 9TOTO BE3 BaC OIHOrO?

— O! BBI XKyTKO HaOMIOIATENIBHBI, CAHBOP MepKy1wo!

— Tak 4ro xe?

— JIymaro, axe oc€n OOMTCS MOMAacTh Ha Balll OCTPHIN A3BIK, TIOTOMY 1MOOeXkas co Bcex Hor!

— To ecTb 0cén coobpaxkaeT TOBOJILHO HEILIOXO?

— O! D10 0OUeHb YMHBIN 0CEN, CUHBOP MepKy1uo!

— ITO CMOTpS C KeM CpaBHUBATh, Opat JlopeHiio!
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— U 310 BBI TOUHO TIOAMETIIH, CUHBOP Mepkymmo! — Opat JIopeHIo pacxoxoTajcs, OT4ero
océn mobexan emé ovictpee. Ho BCKope MOBO3Ke MPUIILIOCH JBUTATHLCS TOPA3I0 MeAJIeHHee, Be/lb
OHH BBEXAJM B IOCTOSIHHO TTOBOPAYMBAIOIIYIO YJIOUKY.

— Yro capimHO 3a npeaesamu Beponsi? — nouHTepecoBascs Mepkyiuo.

— I'maBHast HOBOCTh yXke HECKOJIbKO BPEMEHHM He MeHsSeTCsl, CHHbOp MepKyImo! — B3JOXHY/
MOHaX.

— I'ne ’xe yyma CBUpEIICTBYET HbIHE?

— Kak BbI loraanuce, 4to pedb uaeT umeHHo o uyme?! Cunbop Mepkyimo! Bunut Bor, 51 He
3HAI0 HUKOTO YMHee Bac!

— O, Mot noporoit Apyr! Bl Obl TOXKE JOTaIaHMCh, €T Obl ITOCTICAHUE TTapy YaCOB He MPOBEU
B 00IIIECTBE OCIa. . .

— O, ner, cunbop Mepkyumo! Kyna MHe 10 Balmx yMCTBEHHBIX TaslaHTOB! Jla ¥ 3TOT OCEn He
TakK Iy, KaK Bbl Nlosaraere!

— Bpar JlopeH110, 51 cOBCEM HE CUMUTAIO TOrO OCJIa MIIYITbIM !

— IIpaBna?

— Yucras npasaa!l

— 910 X0poro! — 3akuBai Opat JlopeHio. — MHe, IpU3HATHCS, CTAJI0 HEMHOTO OOMIHO, KOT/1a
BBI IAJIM TTOHSITh, YTO CUUTAET OCJIOB ITYIIBIMH XKHUBOTHBIMHU.

— 4 coBceM He 3TO UMeEN B BULLY.

— 3t0 Xopoio!

— 41, KOHEYHO, Ha KOe-KOro HaMeKaJsl, CpaBHHUBasi 3TOr0 YeJIOBEKA C OCJIOM, HO K OCIy Y MEeHs
HeT abCOTIOTHO HUKAKUX TPeTeH3nH !

— Kak xe g paj, 9to s ommoancs, gymMasi, 9To Bbl CUUTAETe 0Cjia TIyIbiM !

— CoBceM Her!

— 3t0 Xopoio!

Onu rpoexaiy HEKOTOPOe PacCTOSTHUE He Pa3roBapuBasi APYT C APYTOM M OTBEIIMBAsI TOKJIOHBI
HaIpaBo U HaJIeBO.

— Kak xe 51 pan 3a ocna! — BHOBb BbIpa3uJ ycriokoenue Opat JlopeHtio.

— $1 cuuTaio 0cnoB OYEHb YMHBIMU KMBOTHBIMH.

— IIpaBna?

— Koneuno!

— IIpocto MHE MOKa3a10Ch, YTO Bbl BHICMEMBAETE YbIO-TO TIIYIOCTb. . .

— A BOT 3TO BaM He MOKa3aJ10Ch. ..

—IlpaBna?

— [a! Ho pacckaxuTe jydiie o uyme. ..

— IlopoxuTe, a KOTo e BBl CUMTAETE TIIYIBIM, €CJIM MBI TOBOPUJIM TOJIBKO 00 ocie?

— Jlymaro, 31O yKe He BaXkHO. ..

— Kak ne Baxno?! Cunbop MepKyuuo, o3BojibTe 1 MHE CTAHOBUThCS yMHee! [laiite MHe nof-
cka3ky! O ubell ITyNoCTH Bbl TOBOPUJIM, KOTIa 0OCYk/IAJIN TIIYIIOCTh Oclia?

— Bpar Jlopen1io, oTBeThTe MHE Ha OIWH BOMIPOC, YTOOBI MBI IPOAOIKIIIN Hally Oecelly B mpa-
BUJILHOM pyciie!

— O! Bro0 ¢ ynoosnbcTBUeM! 3anaBaiite!

— Yro BakHee: yyma UM ocen?

Bpat JlopeH110 cocpeioTouw1 Juiio, coOpaB OpOBU M MOPIIMHBL HA JIOY B €IUHYIO KYUKY.

— Yyma wim océn... Océn wim yyma. .. Bor Beap Borpoc!

— Hy xe?

— Tyt ecTb Kakoi-TO MOABOX? — XUTPO COLLYPUJI IJIa3 MOHAX.

— Tyt Het HuKakoro nogsoxa! — ropsiuo BockMkHyJI Mepkyuuo. — Hy xxe! Kakas rema BaxxHee:
0cén uiam uyma?

18



P. B. MopryHoB. «PeBepc»

— Her, moaBox TyT Bc€-Taku ecTh! — ropao 3asBui Opat JlopeHrio.

— Jloporoii Mo, Mpe/ICTaBbTE, YTO BBl YMHBII yelioBek. .. [IpencraBuim?

Bpar JlopeH11o pacruiblics B YJIBIOKE U CAMOIOBOJIBHO KUBHYIL.

— O yéM Ol BBI CTAJIM TOBOPUTH: O YyMe, KOTOpasi BOT-BOT MPUAET B HaIl TOPOJI, WU 00 OcJIe,
KOTOPBIN Be3€T Hac ceituac K [Tnomanu TpaB ¢ Takoi CKOPOCTHIO, YTO CIIPHITHU MBI MIPSIMO cerlvac
C 9TOH TPEKJIATON MOBO3KHU, Yepe3 JIBa BalllUX IMYCThIX BOMPOCa OKaxkeMcs Ha camo ruiomiaau! Hy
xe! Pemaiitec!

—I'm... T'oBopuTe, eciu Obl 51 ObLT YMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM ?

— Jla, ”MEHHO Tak!

— Hy ecny TOIBKO YMHBIM. . .

— Ja, 310 HEenmpeMeHHoe ycioBue!

—Hy...

Bpar JlopeHuo 3akartui r1a3a, a MOTOM OCTOPOKHO CKa3al:

— YMHBIe 01 YacTo 00CyKAAI0T OcoB. .. Ciymmaiite, ciHbOp MepKyIHo. . .

W on Bapyr 3axoxoral, Ja Tak IPOMKO M 3apa3uTeSbHO, YTO MEpKyLMO CTall O3UpaThCs MO
CTOpOHaM, JiyMasl, KaK K 3TOMy OTHECTUCh. BOT Tenepb, 03upasich, OH MOHSI, YTO y3Kasl yJ04Ka OCTa-
JIach MO3au, a BIepeau yke BujeH (hOHTaH, a cripaBa MagaeT TeHb oT OamHu JlamOepTu, KoTopas,
Ka3aJIoCh, YIIUPAETCsl B camble 00JIaKa.

— JJoOporo BaMm JHsI, CBATOH OTel! — KPUKHYJI KAaKOK-TO YyMasblid MAJIbUUIIKA, ¥ OpaT JIopeHI10
niepecTai cMesiTbesl. BOKpyr ObLIIO CTOJIBKO JTIOEH, YTO OCEN He MOT Obl TIOMTH ObICTpee, Jake eCu
OblI 3aXOTeI.

— K gemy 310 51?7 — paiocTHO 0OpaTHICS OH K NiedasibHOMY Mepkytino. TOT He OTBETHII, MpauyHO
TOTISIAbIBAsT BOKPYT.

— Ax, Bot! Bcriomuns! MHe TyT AaBeva cTajio U3BeCTHO, uto Karynertu codupaercs ycTpouTh
Mackapajn! A 3Haere, CMHHbOP MepKyIro, OBOJI, PaJii KOTOPOTO 3aTeBaeTCsl MPa3IHUK ?

— Hy? — B3noxnyn Mepkyiuo.

— A nieno B ToM, 4To nipue3kaeT [apuc, Mosnomoii u 60rathlii pOACTBEHHHUK KHS35. DTOT MOJIO-
J0H 4esoBek XoueT keHUThesl Ha Jlxynberte. [loutennslii cunbop Kanynertu He cuiibHO paj Takou
CTpacTH, O3TOMY MPHUAyMaJsl JBOMHYIO 3alIUTY: BO-NIEPBbIX, BCTpeTuT [lapuca MackapasioMm, B KOTO-
POM He Tak MpocTo OyneT onpeaenauTb [KyIbeTTy; a BO-BTOPBIX, OH IMO3BAJI BCEX KPacaBHUIl ropoja,
paccuMThIBasi, 4YTO MOJIOJOMY YEJIOBEKY MOKET MPUIISIHYThCS Apyras JeByIlIKa!

— W Tem cambIM OH COMIET 3a paAyIIHOTO XO35IMHA, — 33 [yMUUBO CKa3ajl MepKyluo.

— Ha-nma! — xoxotHy:n 6par Jlopenno. — [onyyaercs, 9To OH Haged MacKy emié 10 KapHaBaja,
KOTOPBII caM yCTpOUT!

MepKkyuuo paccMestics.

— Teneps 51 Tebs1 noHnMaro, Opar Jlopento! a yx, xopour noureHHsiii Kamysnerru!

— A Besp BIyMaiTech, CHHbOP MepKy1LIHO, KaK 4acTo JIIO/IsIM IIPUXOAUTCS y4acTBOBATh B TAKOM
Mackapajie! Bot Mol ceituac Ha [Inommaau Tpas, riae MHOXkeCTBO Jofied. Kakaplil U3 HUX MPUIIENT Mo
KaKUM-TO HaIOOHOCTSIM, HO KaK e BCE HEMPOCTO Ha 3TOM IJIoMIa !

Mepkyimo ycMexHysics, 6omblie molysick peubto Opara JlopeHIo, Yem Iiss Ha JIoaeid Ha
[Lmomagu Tpas.

— BoH Tam, HaripumMep, crout MoJiouHuiia Mapra, Bunute eé?

MepKy1mo mpocyean Ia3amMmu 3a pyKoi Opara JIopeHI10, HO HIYero He OTBETHII.

— INonpoOyiite B34Th y HEE MOJIOKA B JIONT, M Y Bac HUUero He nonyuutcs. Oquako lypito,
LeJIOMY THSIMH TacKaloIeMy XBOPOCT C ONMIKaWIIMX XOJIMOB, OHA HUKOIZIA HE OTKAXeT, eClIU OH,
KOHEYHO, Tepel STUM COOJIaroBOJIMII MOTPETNaThcsi ¢ Hell HeKoTopoe BpeMmsl... [IpoksaThii amyp
3acTaBiisieT 3a0bIBaTh €€ JOJITH STOro MapHs U aBaTh B JOJIT BHOBb U BHOBb! A BOH Jlu3erTa — 104b
HAIIIero JyqIero OOOMIIMKa — TUXas ¥ CKPOMHasl JEBYIIKA, BO BCEM OECIIPEKOCIOBHO CITyIIAIOIIAsT
CBOEro I'po3HOro otia. Kcratu, Bbl 3HAKOMBI € €€ OTIIOM ?
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— OboiiukoM I'pumanbaom?

— Jla, OH CaMbIi.

— Mep3kwii Tur. [TogxamiM 1 OOMaHIIYK.

— Bot! M 3710 TOJNIBKO TO, YTO 3HAETE O HEM BBI, XOTs, CIAETCS MHE, BBl HE KaKIbIH JIeHb C HUM
OOIIATKCh. A CO CBOMMH JJOMAIIIHUMK OH YKacHO eCTOK M TpeOoBareneH. Tak BoT JIuzerra, Tuxas
u ckpoMHas Jluzerra, ObiBaeT, yoeraeT HOUbIO Ky/a 1J1a3a IIsisT.

— 3910 Kak?

Mepky1no BHUMaTeIbHEE IPUCMOTPEJICS K TOHEHBKOM JEBYIIKE, CKPOMHO OITYCTUBILIEH IJIMH-
HBIE PECHULIBI.

— OHna JI0BOJIbHO BMOOYMBAst 0c00a, M YKPACTh €€ Ha HOYb He COCTaBJISAET OOJBIIOrO TPyda.
ITO yKe yaaBaJoCh ceaTh U IOHOMY PacTu, NOMOIIHMKY Ky3HeLa, 4To BEET CBOE JIEJI0 IOl MOCTOM
CkanurepoB, ¥ OynoyHuKy [1ummo, keHa KOTOporo HallOMUHAET TBIIIHYI0 U PyMSHYIO OyJIOuKy, U
3HATHOMY YIIH, OOJIBIIIOMY, KCTaTH, OXOTHUKY JI0 KEHCKUX MPEJIeCTel. . .

— A BaM JJOBOAMJIOCH? — €/IBa CJIBIIIHO U OBICTPO cIipockii MepKy1uo.

— M=ue?! 3a koro Bbl MeHsl IpUHUMaETe, CHHbOP MepKy1uo!

— 3a ciyxuTesns UepKBU, KOTOPOMY M3BECTHO CJIMIIKOM MHOI'O IPEXOB ropoxaH BepoHsi.

— He Tak yx 1 MHOrO!

— MHe cTpamHo Jaxke MpeAroNnokuTh, CKOJIBKO Obl BBI €IIE€ MOIIM COpBaTh MAacOK Ha CEro-
IHSIIITHEM MacKapajie, eciiv Obl ciepKaJics M He 3a/1aJ1 CBOHM BOIPOC.

— Ha 37011 1101118111 €cTh 101, TPEXU KOTOPBIX TOKPBITHI J11 MEHS] TYMaHOM HEM3BECTHOCTH.

— Kro, Hanpumep?

— Ila xoTs1 ObI BB, CHHbOP MepKyIHo.

— Kaxk sxe tak, 6par Jlopeniio? Boiock, BaM U3BECTHBI BEIIH, 32 KOTOPbIE B a1y YK€ JaBHO JKIyT
MeHs !

— O! [agaiite He OygeM npeyBeMUMBaTh Bally TATY K MO3HAHUIO STOrO MUpa!

— He nymaerte e Bbl, UTO €CJIM MAaCKy IIpUMEPSIET LIEJIbIA XpaM, a He YeJI0BEK, TO. ..

— Monuure! — 3ammunesn Ha Hero MOHax. — MBI yxke npuexaiiu, Bblie3aiire!

MepKy1HO MOCITyITHO CIPBITHYJI, @ BOT TYYHOMY Opary JIopeHI110 MpUIioch MOBO3UTHCS, CITyC-
KasiCh C TIOBO3KM CNMHOM Brepén. OTKyaa-To Mpuoekaad Ba MOJOABIX MPUCITYKHUKA, 3200TSCh U
O MOHAXe, U O MTOBO3KE C OCIUKOM.

— [owipémre! — noBOIEHO rpyOo Mo3Bai Opat JlopeHrio Mepkyiyo 3a coOOO¥ U CTaj B30MpaThCs
K rpudoHaMm raBHOro Xxpama B Bepone.

— Bps iu Hac MOT KTO-TO CIIBIILIATh, — CIIOKOWHO 0TO3BaJIcsl MepKyLHo.

— He nymarto, 4to Ham ciielyeT MpOBEPATH 3TO ONBITHBIM ITyTEM. .. [Tpr BCEM yBaXkeHUU K BaM,
cuHbOop Mepky1umo!

— Kak Bam Oyzner yronHo! — cornacuicst MepKy1mo.

ITo MpaMOpHBIM CTyNEHSIM OHH B3OILIM B MPOXJIAAy U CyMpaK Xpama, IPOILIN MEXAY POB-
HBIMH ¥ ITyCTBIMH CKaMbsIMU BEJTMYECTBEHHOT'O 3aJ1a ¥ MPUKJIOHIIM KOJIEHH Tepe]] n300paKeHUAMU
Xpucra u Jlesol Mapun. MoHax octan U3 pykaBa 4€TKH, 3aKpbLI I1a3a U, IIenYa 4TO-TO HEBpa3y-
MUTEJIbHOE, OBICTPO TiepeOupal IepeBsIHHbIC MAPUKU OIUH 32 JAPYTUM.

MepKy1HoO yske JaBHO He MOJIUJICS, CYMTAs ITO 3aHSITHE OECIIONE3HBIM, a MHOT/IA ke U CMelll-
HBIM JieiicTBreM. [a, OH IPUKJIOHSUT KOJIEHH B XpaMe, XOIHJT Ha UCroBeIr (HO He K Opary JIopeHIio),
ObIBAJI Ha CITyk0ax, HO JieJiaJl 3TO TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO €r0 He MOHSUIA Obl BCE OCTAJIbHBIC KUTEIN
Beponsl. [Toatomy Mepkymo tepries.

Bpar JlopeH110 3akoHUMII CBOIO MOJIMTBY, MOJTYa MOAIHSICS U MOILIENICS K TEMHOM CTEHE XpaMma,
U3 KOTOPOH TOPUYAJIO KOBAHOE KOJIBI0, HA KOTOPOM OOBIYHO ObUT 3aKperuieH ¢aken. JIopeHo yxsa-
THJICS 32 3TO KOJIBLIO U, TIPHJIOKUB BCE CBOU CHJIBL, TTOTSHYJI ero Ha ceOs1. Koublio omycTuiocs, a miacr
CTEHBI PSIZIOM CO CKPEKETOM IOAAJICS BHYTPb.
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— Wnute niepBbIM, He CIOTKHETECH! — cka3an Opat Jloperiio. Mepkyyo ObUIO HE HYKHO TPO-
cuth 1Baxbl. OH JIETKO IPOTUCHYJICSI B TEMHBINA MTPOEM, c/ienal napy IIaroB U JOKAAJICS CBOETO
cryTHUKA. Kak TobKo OHM 002 OKa3auch Ha BUHTOBOM JIECTHHIIE, YXOAIIEH BHU3, CKpeXkeT KaMeH-
HOW CTEHbI BO3BECTUJI, UTO CTEHA BCTajla Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Bul Tak sierko 3amomMHuIM cryneHu! — Bocxutuiics opar JlopeHiio 1 MepKyImo mo rojiocy
TIOHSLJT, YTO MOHAX JIOBOJIBHO CEPbE3HO OT HEro OTCTall, CITyCKasiCh BHU3.

— BBl Tak 1 HAYETO He CKa3aiu O YyMe, — HalOMHUI MepKy1uo.

— A Bac, Kak s TOCMOTPIO, JOBOJIBHO CEPhE3HO 3aHUMAET 3Ta TeMa. . .

— BrITh MOJKET, COH-TpaBa I/I36aBI/IT MCHA OT MHTEPECA K HO)IO6HLIM TEMaM, HO IMOKa BHI ITPAaBbI,
opar Jlopento. Tak uto Tam?

— B Bepony npuzer yyma, — HEMHOI'O IIOMEJIMB, CKa3ajl MOHaX. — B 9TOM HET HUKaKUX COMHE-
HUM.

— U kak Mbl Oygem 3aimuinarses?

— Kak 00bI4HO, — B3IOXHYJT CBAIIIEHHOCTY KUTEJTb.

— U kak mbl 3amuImnaemMcsi OObIaHO?

— TpycocTslio, pesaTesbCTBOM U PABHOIYIIKEM. . .

—To ectp?

— W3beraem BceX, KOrO KOCHYJIaCh MM MOXET KOCHYThCS — IO HallleMy MHEHHIO — IeJyarh
CMEpTH.

BunroBas JICCTHULIA TIpUBEJA UX B KOMHATy, TYCKJIO OCBGH_[éHHYIO OOHUM-CIUHCTBEHHBIM
(akesnom. Cama KOMHaTa ObUIa KPOXOTHASI, CTEHBI €€ ObLIM BBUIOKEHBI KPACHBIM KU PITHYOM, TTOTEM-
HEBIIMM OT CHIPOCTH M KOIOTH, & PAJOM C (pakenoMm Obula MacCHBHAsl JepeBsiHHAs JBepb. bpart
JlopeH110 Moo K 3To¥ ABepu. B ero pykax MebKHYJI MaCCUBHBIN, OIECHYBIIIUHN cepeOpOM KJTIOY.
Paznancs na3r oTBOpsieMOro 3aMKa, a 3aTeM ABepb pacnaxHyiach. OHM BOILIH B JIOBOJIBHO OOJBIITYIO
KOMHATY C I0BOJIbHO BBICOKMM IOTOJIKOM, OCBELIEHHYIO JIIOCTPOI1 C COTHIO CBEYEH, CO CTOJIAMH OKOJIO
CTCH U MOCEPEANHE KOMHATELI. I[Ba KHHWKHBIX mKa(ba, 3aBAJICHHBIX KHUTAMU B JOPOTIUX nepennéTax,
CTOSIJTA CIIpaBa M crieBa OT ABepu. CTOoJbI ObLIIM 3aCTaBJICHbI CTEKJISTHHBIMU CKJISTHKAMHU.

— Urak, BB puHeCIM HEOOXOAUMOE? — XUIITHO CIIPOCUIT MOHAX.

— Pazymeercs, — yemexnysicss Mepkyimo. OH TYT ke AOCTall TPAMUILY, pa3BepHYIT €€ Ha OJTHOM
U3 CTOJIOB Y TMOKa3aJ1 HeOOJBIION MYYOK TPaBbl ¢ (PMOJIETOBBIMH [[BETKAMHU.

— Ha, — BeIHEC CBOM BepnuKT Opart JlopeHio. — Hukakux coMHeHuU: BaM yJajoch IOCTaTh COH-

TpaBy!
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5 Komku, cCOH, CMepPTh

— Hukak He MoOry noHsTh, — IJIABHO Hayas IUIECTH odepedHyio Oeceqy MoHax JlopeHIo —
YTO 3aCTaBJISIET BAC YacaMy MPOCHKUBATH B TYXJIOM IMOA3EMEINbE, YTO Mbl UMEHYeM JlabopaTtopreii?
Heysxenu Bac Tak TSHET 3HATh TaliHBI MUpPO3aHus? JTioau, mogooHble BaM, CHHBOP MepKy1vo, pe-
MOYMTAIOT BUHO U JTIOOOBb. . .

— Yro a cawimry, apyr Jlopenno! — Beceno oto3Basicsi Mepkymumo. — Bl 6o xaseere o Towm,
YTO BBIOpAJIH IMyTh CITyKeHus1 TBopILy, MO0 3aBUIyeTe TeM, KTO MPeaaéTcs CMEPTHBIM Ipexam?

— Jlymaio, MHe He B TIOJIHOUM Mepe YIaJIoCh MepeaaTh CyTh CBOEW MBICIIH. . .

— Jla BC€ Bam yaaioch, epecTaHbTe 3aHyIHUYATh !

Mepkyuno TolIbKO CMOTpEJI, KaK TOJICTBI MOHAX JIOBKO OpPYIYyeT CKJISIHKAMU, BECAMHU C TUPb-
KaMU ¥ HOKOM.

— Ecnu BBl OHSUI MOIO MBICITb, — BKPAIUMBO MPOR0JIKal JIOpEeHI0 — TO, BO3MOXKHO, Bbl 1103~
BOJIUTE MHE y3HaTh OTBET?

— T'ocionu, 6pat JlopeHio! CKOJBKO JIET Mbl C BAMU 3HAKOMBI?

— JeBATts, cuHbOp MepKyLmo.

MepKy1uo ¢ IIyMOM BBIJOXHYJ, KaKk OyATO OBl OT Yero-To ycTall.

— Heyenu Bbl HE 3aMETUIIN, YTO UMEHHO UHTEPECYeT MeHs ?

— $1 pyCKHYJI IPENIONOXUTB, CMHBOP MepKyLno. . .

Hekoropoe Bpems oHM MOT4aIIn.

— Hy tak puckyiite! — morpe6oBasl MepKyIo, BCIJIECHYB PyKaMH.

— 51 momHIO, KOrIa BriepBbie yBUEN Bac B saboparopun. [IoMHIO, Kakue BOMPOCH BbI 33/1a-
BaJI. ..

— Bpar JlopeH110, Bbl TAHETE KOTa 3a XBOCT!

- qan

MoHax OCTaHOBHWJICSI U CTaJl OIJISIABIBATHCS BOKPYT ceOsl.

— Bpar Jlopenuo! {4 Tak ckazai, moToMy 4TO Bbl OYEHb JJOJITO MOAXOAUTE K OTBETY! BBl JOIKHBI
ObLIM OTBETUTh Ha MOHM BOMPOC MUHYT 31K MATh TOMY Ha3aJl, HO BbI JIO CHX TOp YelleTech!

JlopeHuo npekpaTui Bce ABUKEHUS U TOJIBKO 4acTO MOpraJ.

— Poxaiite ObicTpee! — morpedoBasi MepkyIuo.

— DT0 BhIpaXke€HHE TOXKE HE HAJI0 MOHMMATh OYKBaJIbHO, CHHBOP MepKyuo?

Mepkyuuo 3mucs.

— INonumaiite kak xotute! Tak Bbl 3aMeTUIM 00JIACTh MOUX MHTEPECOB?

— MHe kaxercs, cuHbOp MepKyLuo. ..

— Utak?

MepKy1Ho CTOSUT ¥ B YIIOP CMOTpeJI Ha MOHAaXa, HEeMbIM YKOPOM TpeOyst OTBETA.

— 41 ocmemmoch MPeoNoARUTh, YTO BAC MHTEPECYIOT ABa SIBJIEHUS 3TOrO MUpA. . .

— BbI HaOmogaTeIbHBI, CIOBHO OCEN! — IaJT BOJTIO CBOMM YyBCTBaM MepKyIIno.

— CMepTh ¥ CHBI, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3as JIopeH1o, Jaxke He 3aMETUB OCKOPOUTEIHHOTO BBHINA/IA
Mepkyuuo B cBoi azapec. — [IpaBa, 51 CKJIOHEH NPEeAIoIoKUTb, YTO HA CAMOM JI€JIe BAM MHTEPECHO
TOJIBKO OJHO W3 3THUX SIBJIEHUI, HO Bbl BUIUTE HEKYIO CBSI3b MEK/1y HUMU, IOITOMY UCCIIEyeTe OTHO
yepe3 fpyroe. f Obl cKazaj, O MPUHIUITY MOA00HS U YACTUIHOTO COOTBETCTBHSI. . .

— Kak e monro Bbl 100Mpasiuch 10 YMHBIX CJIOB! — BOCXUTHIICS MepKyIHo.

— YMHBIX CJIOB He ObIBaeT, — Pe3KO U OBICTPO MPOU3HEC MOHAX. — Bce 3HaYCHMs CI0BaM MpH-
AaloT moau. BoT oHM — moay — ObIBAIOT TIIYMBIMA M yMHBIMHA. HO MBI HE 00 9TOM, BEpHO, CHHBOD
Mepkynumo? BepHsl Jin Mou HaOmoneHNS ?
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— Bul nipaBbl, Mot 1pyr! — BockMkHYa Mepkyuuno. — S B caMoM fesie MHTEpeCcyIoCh TalHOW
CMEpPTH U JyMalo, YTO COH SIBJISIETCS] HEKMM CXOXHMM SIBJIEHUEM, U3YUMB KOTOPOE, s1 MOTY MPHUOJH-
3UTHCS U K IJIABHOM 3arajke.

— Yro xe B cMeptu 3aragoyHoro? Heyxenu Bbl HE IOHMMAETE, YTO CMEPTh €CTh KOHEll CyTU
BCEro cylero?

— Bugumo, MHe CTOMT YTOYHUTH CBOIO MBIC/Ib. CaM MpoLiecC yMUPAHUsI MEHS HE CUJIbHO MHTe-
pecyet. Ckopee, MHE MUHTEPECHO TO, UTO IIPOUCXOAMT TOCIIE CMEPTH.

— Ho Benp CesmenHoe [Mrcanue moppoOHO pacckasbiBaeT 00 3Toi cTopoHe cmepTu? Bol He
Haxonute cBeneHus u3 Cesmennoro [Tucanvs BepHbIME?

— 41 HaxoXy UX BepHBIMH, Opat JIOpeHI10, HO HEIOCTATOUYHO U3YyUYEHHBIMH M OT 3TOTO COBEp-
IIIEHHO HEYTPABJISIEMbIMHU. . .

— BbI xoTUTE ynipaBnsTh cMepThio?!

MepKy11o mogaymal, YTo He MOXET OIPEAeIUTDb M0 MHTOHAIIMU BOIIPOCA C KaKUM cOoOpaske-
HueMm Opart JlopeH1io 3a1a1 3ToT Borpoc. YauBineH? Boamymeén? Bo3aMoKHO, cuuTaeT mporcxosiiee
CyMacOpOICTBOM U B OyIyIleM ClieslaeT Tak, 9ToObl OH, MepKyImo, OoJIbIle He OKa3aJics B Jadopa-
Topun?

— 4 Huyero He umeio npotuB CesimeHHoro [ucanus. ..

— Ilomorure MHe onpeaenuTb, CMiHbOP MepKyLuo. . .

C 3TuMU ClIOBaMM MOHAX OCTAHOBWJICS,, HOXK U TMPbKU NPEKpaTWid CBOE jABUkeHHe. bpar
JlopeH1io pa3BepHyJics K MepKyIro HECKOJIBKO HeIPYKeI0OHO (Kak MOKa3aaoch MmocjaeHeMy ), Omu-
CcTas JIe3BUEM HOXa C 3€JIEHBIM COKOM.

— Huxkak He Mory NOHSITh, — ME[IIEHHO TIPOM3HOCKI Opat JIOpeHI10, — BbI TSIHETE KOTa 32 XBOCT
Wi poxaere?

MepKylMo He BbIAEpXKaT U PaCXOXOTAJICs, COTpsicasi BOKPYT ceOsl BO3AyX, TuiaMs (hoHapsi
3aTXJbI BO34yX MoABasia. MOHaX OcTaBaJICsl C MPEKHUM BBIPAKEHUEM JIMIIA, TEPHEIUBO OXUIas
OTBETA.

— 51 naBHO He MOJTyYas TaKOTO YAOBOJILCTBUSA OT Oecenpl, Ipyr Jlopento! Bripeap 51 Oyny yutu-
Bee ¢ BaMH, g ooerraio!

— Bol Tak roBopuTte, cuHbOp MepKy1io, OyATO BB MEHS YeM-TO OOMJENH, a s Bac MOTOM IpO-
yuri1. TO He Tak, CMelo Bac yBepuTh. [laBaiite BepHEMCS K OCHOBHOI TeMe Hamiel Oecenbl. OHa,
CMEIO BaC YBEPUTh, KpallHE MHTEPECHA /ISl MEHS.

MoHax MOBEpHYJICS CIIMHON M CTaJl HAJIMBATh BOY B CTEKJISIHHBIE KOJIOOYKH, OCTABUB HOX B
CTOpOHE.

— WTtak, — ycrano B3A0XHYJI MOHaX. — Mbl OCTAaHOBUJIMCh Ha TOM, YTO Bbl UCCIIE/1yETE CMEPTh Kak
siBrieHue. Bunure Hekoe cooTBeTcTBUE M ogoOue cHa u cMepTH. [Tycth! Tak Bbl XOTHTE HAYIUThCS
YIPaBJIATh KAKUM-TO IIPOLIECCOM NOCIIE HACTYIUIEHUS CMepPTU? VK HE XOTUTE JI Bbl HAYYMTHCS MOTa-
JaTh B pail, MUHYs BCE TO, UYTO Ha3HaYeHO borom ist yenoBeka?

— Her, 6part Jlopenrio. I H1 B KoeM ciiydae He TocsATaio Ha BJIacTh bora onpenensars KoMy u
i€ HaXonuTbcsl. MEHs B 9TOM CMBIC/IE UHTEPECYET KU3Hb.

— Kak xe 310?

— 4 xouy xuth, noporoit apyr! S He XO04y ymMHUpaTh.

— To ecTb BBl HE XOTHTE MOKUIAATH STOT MUP BOOOIIIE?

— Bc€ BepHo, 6par JlopeHi10. DTOT MUp MHE HACTOJIBKO HPABUTCS, UTO 1 COBCEM He XOUYy Tora-
JaTh B KAKOK-TO JPYTroM... Bl yBepeHsl B TeX MPOMOPIHUSIX, YTO BHIUUTAIN B TPAKTaTe ITOTO apad-
CKOTO aJIXUMHUKa?

Mepkyuno 3amomyal, oxkuas, YTo Ha 3TO CKaXeT MOHaX, HO TOT HU4ero He ropopuil. IIpocto
paccTaBJIsil CKIISIHKHU C 3eJE€HON BOAOH B psijl. CKIISIHKM OTVIMYAJIMCh IPYT OT APYyra HACBIIIEHHOCTBIO
3€JIEHOTO LBeTa. BCero CKIIIHOK OKa3aJloCh IATh.
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— BeI xoTHTE MOGEIUTH CMepTh, — ckazai opat JlopeHiio, 1 MepKyImo orsTh He YJIOBUIJI MHTO-
HAIIMIO CBOETO cOOeceTHNKA. B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha CTeHaX MOSBUJIMCH TEHH, KOTOPble MHCTUHKTHBHO
3aCTaBWIH MOJNOKUTH MEpKYIMO MepuaTKy Ha PyKOSTH IIIary.

— Kak B 3TOM Bam romoraiot cHbl? — He oOpaliasi BHUMaHUsI, TPOJOIKaJI MOHaX.

— 51 BUKy, 4TO COH M CMEpTh — JIB€ CTOPOHBI OTHOTO SIBJICHUSI, — OTBETHJI MepKy1IHO.

— Bor kax?

— MmeHHO Tak!

— JlaBaiite He Oymem oOcCykJaTh COOTBETCTBUS. [IpHUONIM3UTETHHO 51 IOHUMAIO, YTO BB MHE
otBetuTe. Jlydie pacckakute 0 TOM, Kak Bbl padoTaete co cHamu. YUto BbI gesnaere?

TeHeii cTano TpH M OHA U3 HUX PBIBKOM Opocuiiachk Tak, uyTo O6par JlopeHio Gosbiie He Mor
He oOpaIaTh BHUMaHUsI Ha TBOPUBIIIEECS] BOKPYT.

— JI>xoBaHMM ? — MOBBICKJI TOJIOC MOHAX.

— a, 6par Jlopento!

W3 TeMHOTHI MOsIBMIIACH (PUTYpa B KAITIOIIOHE C JUIMHHBIMU TOJIaMU TEMHOTO OanaxoHa. [[xo-
BaHHU MOJOIIEN OMKe, MOTUTBEHHO Jiepka PyKH B pailOHe TPy/IH.

— T BecbMa KcTaTu! — IOXBAJIMII CBOETO MOqYMHEHHOTO OpaT JlopeHto. — [Mogoxau HeMHoro!

[Tpu3pak B TEMHOM KMBHYJI U OTIUIBUT K CTEHE, OTKY/IA U BBIIIIEIT.

— IIponomxkure, cuabop Mepkynuo!

—TyT 51 fOMKeH cKa3aTh, YTO CHOBUJICHH I, KOTOPBIE BUIST JIIO/IU, PEJCTABIISIOT COOOM OCOOBII
MHUP.

— HonycTum.

— B aTOM Mupe He MOXKeT ObITh TEeJIO, TOJBKO AyIIA.

— JlaBaiite s 9TO MOKa MPUMY 3TO KaK TUIIOTE3Y.

— U Gynerte coBepIiieHHO MpaBbi!

— Bor kak?

— Jla. Bugure 11, B XO€ CBOMX OINBITOB $1 PUILEN K BBIBOAY, YTO 3TO HE COBCEM TaK. ..

— Bot 1yt He noHnmarn, cuHbOp Mepkyimo! 1o b0 Tak, MO0 He TakK.

— Ha panHOM 3Tane Moux MCCeJOBaHUM 5 MOHSUI, YTO MOT'Y OIIPOBEPTHYTh 3Ty UCTUHY.

— MHe kaxercsi, WM 51 JeUCTBUTENBHO CIIbIITY HeuTo HeBeposTHoe?! [To3BosbTe, 51 JOJIKEeH Bac
CIIPOCUTH HAIIPSIMYIO: BBl CUMTAETEe, YTO TEJIO MOXKET NePEeMECTUThCS U CYIIECTBOBATh B MUpE, T7e
CYIIECTBYIOT TOJIbKO YN ?

— Ha, orent JIopeHuo. IMeHHO 3TO 51 ¥ UMEIO B BULY.

MoHax B 33fyMUMBOCTH 3aI[0KT SI3bIKOM. MepKyIIHO 10poro Obl aJ 32 TO, YTOOBI y3HATh, UTO
AyMaeT MO TIOBOJLY YCIIBIIIIAHHOTO ero COOECEHUK, HO TOT MOJTYAIL.

— Okaxurte JM0OE3HOCTb, CHHBOP MEpKYIMO, M3JIOKHUTE CBOIO THMOTe3y Ieaukom! Mue
KaXeTCs1, UTO $1 CIIBIITY YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE !

— C yIoBOJILCTBHEM, XOTsI 3TO JOBOJILHO JIOJITUIA Pa3roBop.

— 41 Gyay roToB Bac CIyIaTh CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO TIOHAI00MTCH, 1a U [I)KOBaHHM HUKY/IA HE TOPO-
MUTCSL.

— CerogHs 51 ckaxy 00 9TOM KpaTko, — cka3asl Mepkyuuo. — Korna ciyunrtcs, Mbl BepHEMCS K
3TOMY Pas3roBOpY, U S C YIOBOJBbCTBUEM MOBEIA0 BaM NOApoOHOCTH, Opat JlopeH1o!

— bnarogapio Bac, cunbop Mepkynmo! WTak, s1 Bech BHUMaHue !

— [Ipuxoausock Jin BaM BUAETh, KOT/Ia KAKOH-HUOYIh KOT CUAUT Ha OJJHOM MecTe, BCMaTpHBa-
eTcsi B IYCTOTY, a MOTOM BJIPYT (PbIPKAET WM IIHUIUT, & MHOTJAa BCKAKMBAeT B OOEBYIO CTOMKY, MpU
9TOM B3/IBIOMBAS IIEPCTh TaK, OYATO €ro ceiyac pasopBET U3HYTPU HeBeaoMas cuia?

— Jla, mpunomMuHai Takoe! — yiapiOHyscst MoHax. — Korma st ObUT MaJIbUMIIKOM, TO MEeHs 3a0aB-
JISIIO TaKOE TOBE/ICHNE ITHX KUBOTHBIX |
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— V¥ xotek BooOIIIe JOBOJILHO MHOTO CTPAHHOTO MOBEICHYsI. Bujien Jin BBl Kak OHU XOJIST TIO
KapHHU3aM Ha COBEPIIIEHHO JIIDOOW BBICOTE, COBEPILICHHO HE UCIBIThIBAs cTpaxa maaeHus? Kak onu
YMYAPSIOTCS BCTAaTh HA BCE YETBIPE JIaribl, KTO OBl M KaK Obl MX HEe MIBBIPHYJI?

— Bcé 310, HECOMHEHHO, JTIOOOMBITHO, HO 5 TIOKA He MIOHUMAI0, K YeMy BbI KJIOHUTE?

MepKyumo yXMbUIBHYJICSA:

— Kotiiku He AgenaioT Takue Bely B 3ToM Mmupe. OHU J1e1aioT 310 Tam!

—I'ne «tam»?

— B npyrom, noryctopoHHem mupe. B mupe rpés, CHoB U CMEpTH.

— 41 He nonumaio Bac, foporoii Mepkyimo!

— IMocnymaiite, 6par JlopeHro! B Tom mupe Helb3s ynacTb ¥ pa3OMThLCS, TIOITOMY KOIIIKa
nepeMeInaeTcsi B TOT MHp, a TIOTOM CTYTAeT Ha y3KHid KapHU3 U UAET 10 HEMY B COBEpPIIEHHOM Oe3-
OIacHOCTH. B TOM mMupe HeT BpeMeHH, I0TOMY OHa BCer/ia yCIeBaeT BCTaTh Ha YeThIpe Jlanbl. B Tom
MUPE eCTb YTO-TO, YTO MOXKET MOSIBUTHCS 3/1€Ch, MPSIMO CPEIN HAC. DTO YTO-TO HE CIOCOOHO MPHYH-
HUTb HaM Bpe/l, HO OJIVH JIWIITb BUJI 9TOTO CBOIMT KOIIIKY C YMa M 3aCTaBJIsIeT MPUHATH CaMBIi OOeBOM
BUJI, HA KOTOPBIM OHA TOJIBKO CIIOCOOHA.

MepKky1ro roToB ObUT IOKJISICTBCSI, YTO UyBCTBYET CTPaX, KOTOPBIA MCIIBITAT IPH STHX CJIOBaX
opart JIopeHI10, XOTsI JIMLIO MOHAXa OCTaBAJIOCh CHITBIM M HEMHOT'O 33/ lyMYHBBIM, a I71a3a MeYaIbHBIMH,
KaKk U MUHYTY Hazajl.

— He nymaio, 4To Baily cji0Ba MOXHO J10Ka3aTh WM OMPOBEPrHYTh. ITO, BO-TIEPBBIX, — OTO-
3Baics Opar JlopeHtio. — Bo-BTOpHIX, 51 TOKa HEe MOHUMAI0, KAKOE OTHOIIICHUE BCE 9TO UMEET K CMEPTH.

— A BOT 3TO caMoe CJI0KHOE, — B3J0XHYJI Mepkyuuo. — Eciii coBceM KpaTko, TO MOITy4YaeTcs
BOT TaK: BO CHE JIIOJU MOTYT BCTPETUTbCS C TEMH, KTO YIIET B MHOW MUp. MHe JOBeIOCh Y3HATh
WCTOPUH, TJIe 3TH yMepIIre COOOIIAIM HEUTO TaKOe, YTO TaK WM MHAUYE MPOMCXOANIIO B 9TOM MHpE.
WNnu, ecnu xoTute, MHOTAA CyYalOTCS CHBI, KOTOPbIE CPEA HAC MPUHSATO HAa3bIBATh BEUMHU.

bpar Jlopenuo momyai.

— KoneuHo, Bbl MOXkeTe CKa3aTb, UTO 3TO BCE MPOUCKU [IbsIBOJIA, — CKa3al MepKylro U yMOJIK.

— CoH-TpaBa M03BOJISIET BaM BbI3bIBATH BEIIME CHbI, — HEMPUBLIYHO PE3KOM MHTOHAIIMEN U JJaKe
OyzTo OBl HE CBOMM TOJIOCOM cKasasl Opat JlopeHtio. — U BbI UIIUTE TO, YTO TIO3BOJIUT BaM YIIPABJISITh
co00ii B 3TOM CaMOM BelieM CHe?

MepKy1ro He CMOT YAePKaThCSA M XUTPO YIIBLIOHYJICS.

— Yro X, 3TO IENUCTBUTEIBHO UHTEPECHO !

Hanbire 6par JlopeHrio mono3Bai k cede Opara [[xoBaHHM:

— DTU CKJISIHKY HAJI0 BCKUISATUTD, IpyT Moi! OHM MOTYT HIMIIETh, @ MOTYT BU3XKaTh, ITyCTh 3TO
Bac He myraeT. .. He gymaio, 4To BCKUIIAT OHU OBICTPO, HO 51 XOUY, YTOOBI BBl BUZICIIH BECh ITPOIIECC. . .
W emg: mo3oBuTe MeHs cpasy ke, Kak TOJIBKO XOTsI Obl OJJHA U3 HUX HAYHET 3aKUTIATh.

— 4 Bc€ cnenato, 6par JIopeHII0! — OTBETHIT KAITIOIIOH.

— Hanbie BbI cipaBuTech 03 MeHs1? — cripocuii MepKyIuo.

— Ja, g Haiiy Bac, Kak TOJIbKO KBUHTICCEHIIUU OYIyT TOTOBBI!

— Yro x, 3aliMyCh MUPCKUMH JI€JIAMH, IIOKA CMEPTh U CHBI TOTOBSITCSI B CKJISTHKaX !

— 10 KakuMu ke? — yeMexHysicst Opat JlopeHto.

— Bamm coGpatbst HoueMy-T0 UMEHYIOT MX IPEXaMU.
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6 BenBoJno

MepKyLMO CIMIIKOM HNOTOPOIWICS BBIMTU U3 XpaMa: COJHIIE CBETWJIO YK€ BOBCIO, a Ila3a
T0CJIE MOA3EMHOIO CyMpaka IPHUBBIKAIM K COJTHEYHOMY CBETY OTHIOb HE MIHOBEHHO. YEpHbIE 1
(proneroBble Kpyrv NOIUIBLIM BOKPYT MepKyLMO, MO3TOMY OH OCTAaHOBHJICS M 3710 BBIPYTaJICS.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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