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AHHOTaAIMUSA
I/ICTOpI/IH, nevyajabHen KOTOpOfI HET Ha CBETC, HO CO CTOPOHBI
Mepkynmo. I Mepkynumo 371ech BechbMa HEOOBIUCH: OH aJIXUMUK,
KOTOpLIfI BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb ITOCBATHUII TIOUCKY JIMKCUPA 6GCCMGPTI/IH.. .
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YacrTs nepsas

IIpoJor

Xoten Obl 51 3HATh, 33 yMBIBAIOTCS JIM JIIOAU O TPHUPOZE 3a-
rajloYHOr0 MUpa CHOB, B KOTOPOM OHHU TIPOBOIAT MOYTHU TPETh
cBoell ku3Hu? Hayku Haim Tak CKy[JHbI, YTO Mbl He 00JajaeM
CKOJIb-HUOY/Ib TBEPABIMU MO3HAHUSIMU B TOU oOnactu. Maru u
MPOpULIATENH, YKYTABIINCh TYMAaHOM TaiiH, 32 3BOHKYI0 MOHETY
TOTOBBI OJIATOTOBEWHO TOJIKOBATh HAIIM CHBI, OTHICKMBAs B HUX
IIPOPOUYECKUE TeYaTy CyabObl UM TallHble MOCTAHUS AYIH, T0-
KUHYBIIHUX 3TOT Mup. C G1aroroBeiHbIM TPETIeTOM BHIMAEM Mbl
TUM OTKPOBEHHUSIM, HO UICTUHHBI JIU OHU?

N 4TO %€ ecTh COH B 3TOM Mupe?

B Moei1 K13HM BCTPETHIIOCh HOUHOE BUJIEHUE, KOTOPOE CJie-
JyeT Ha3BaTh KOLIMAapoM, HO €IMHCTBEHHO JIMIIIb IOTOMY, YTO,
HUYEro HEe CMBICJISI B 3HAUYEHUH YBUIEHHOT'O, 51 YyBCTBYIO ITPUJIUB
y’kaca, KOTOPBII He B CHJIaX U30BITh U3 CBOEH TYIIIH.

Bor on.



1 IlepBbiil coH MepKynuo

Jlyna u Houw. /ladce kaxcemcest, umo s He cnato. A 3Haro, umo
9Mo He mak, nomomy umo s 6 cady. Hem eempa. [losctody uopox
U moemMa. A nOMom cmanu 3az20pamvCsi 0zHu. IMo 8 OKHAX OOMO8.
Tlepeoo mnoii mooice ecmo 0om. O 6ONLULOLL: NPOOOANCAEMCS U
6 ONUHY, U 8 8bICOMY, XOMSL HU1e20 ONPeOeNéHH020 sl O HEM CKa-
3amu He moezy. I[losciody wiopox u moma. A He mo2y O8UHYMbCS
¢ Mecma, Cmoio u CMOMpIo.

A sensiovisarocs u scayuwusarocs. Haseproe, nosmomy s 6cko-
pe 3ameuaro OANKOH HA 8MOPOM 3madice 0oMa u 0ee uzypol:
JHCEHCKYIO U MYdtccKYio. OHu emecme, a MHe CIAHOBUNICSL HEYION-
Ho. Huxoz0a ne n1ooun noozasovieamso 3a 611001EHHbIMU. 3auem
5 30ecv? Ymo mme 30eco HYKHCHO?

Toma u wopoxu ne oarom omeemos. A no-npedsicremy npuxpen-
NEH K OOHOMY MeCcmy, HO Yoice Cavly c80€ Ovixanue. OHo compsi-
caem MeHsl, NPUUUHSSL CMPautHylo 60ae. A neimaroc, 600XHYymMo
8 ceOsl KaK MOJNCHO Ooavle 8030YXd, HO UMO-mo Meulaem MHe,
CNOBHO 8 péopax 3acmpsin KauHok. Mens ocersiem sama 002ao-
Kd, U sl UYy8CMeyto, Kak no naabydm, KOmopvle CnAeAucs mam, 6
paiione JHcusoma meuém umo-mo es3Koe u aunkoe. A ymupaio?
A 3auem 30eco amu 0soe?

Bopye ecé soxkpye nauunaem mpscmuco om xoxoma. Baioonén-
Hble Ha OANKOHe He 3aMevaion 3mozo, d sl He 3aMe1ams He MOzY:
UCTOYHUK XOXOMA 8UCUM Y MHSL HAO 2010800. Jlyna. He maxas,



KaK 00NHCHA OblMb NPU CUOAHUU 8NI0ONEHHBIX. Dma AYHA 2po-
MaoHas, caueosas. OHa cmeémest, 3axX00Umcst 8 HCYmKUx yxa-
HbsX U euzeax. Cmanosumcsi 6cé memmee u memmee. Mens kono-
mum 0podicb. M camoe cmpawroe cocmoum 6 mom, 4mo naoxo
MHe He Om @blmeKalouell U3 MeHsi Kposu (eé-mo s 60 CHe noumiu
He Yyecmayto), a 60M 0Nt 3M020 COBEPULEHHO OUKO20, HeYOepIHCU-
MO20 XOXOMA, 8 KOMOPOM Hem HUUe20 UeN08eUecKozo. ..

Ot 3TOro X0X0Ta MEpKyIMo mpockinaeTcs B CBOe MOCTeH.



2 CoJHIIE BOCXOIHUT

CouHIIe TOJIBKO BBITVISIHYJIO U3-3a TOPU30HTA, U BepoHa cpa3y
CTaJla APYrou. ITO He pacCcKa)ellb B ABYX CJIOBAaX, HO KaK TOJIbKO
ropoJi MOKUJAET ThMa, TO BCE HAUMHAET MEHATHCA. [loMa cTaHO-
BATCS He OE3JTMKUMHY TTPETATCTBUSAMU,  KUJTUIIAMU, TBOPIIAMUA
¥ xpamMamu. Ha ynuiibl BBIXOAST JTI0AM, B KOTOPBIX MOKHO Y3HATh
OyJo4yHMKa, Oakaseiiuka uim mactepoBoro. Kyna-to ucuesa-
0T MCKaTeJIM y/IayM B IUIAIIAX U KamoloHax. Mcye3aioT KoKy,
CTyyar IaraMmu OCJIbl, JIOIAAu 1 Koneca. COoNHEeYHbIE JIy4u pa-
JIOCTHO TPBITAIOT MO BOJIAM PEKH.

7Ku3Hb NpoChINaeTcsi B ropoje.

CoH He nokuAaeT ropo MrHoBeHHO. MOXKHO cKasath, uTo Be-
poHa em€ cnut. OKHa JOMOB MO-ITPEKHEMY 3aKPBIThI, BO3JIE Ta-
BEPH elI€ IyCTO, TUXO U IIYXO B XpamMax. Bc€ 310 mpocHeTca
nosxe. Ceiiyac ke ropoj TOJbKO FOTOBUTCSI K TPOOYXKIEHUIO.
[TpocHYIMCH TOJBKO Te, KOro 6€JHOCTD (a MHOTAA ¥ HUIIIEHCTBO)
TOHAT HA yJIUIbl BEpOHBI.

Tem ynuBuTEIbHEE OBUIO BUIETh BBICOKOTO FOCIIOJJHA B UEP-
HOM IUTalle, KOTOPbI BHE3AITHO BO3HUK HA YJIMIIE U TBEPABIM
YBEPEHHBIM I11arOM HarnpaBWJICS K IHEHTpaIbHOU muiomanu. OH
Hen30eKHO MPUTITUBA K ceOe BHUMaHUe pabodero Joaa, Ko-
TOPBIN BOJIECIO CYIbOBI OKA3aJICsI B 9TOT PACCBETHBIN Yac Ha YJIH-
1ie. KTo-To naxe cHsI nuisiiy, YTOObI IOMPUBETCTBOBATH YAUBU-
TEJILHOTO MOCETUTEIsI YJIUILIbI, HO BBICOKMI TOCIIOJUH B YEPHOM



TUIalle HUKAK He OTpearnpoBajl Ha 3TO MPUBETCTBUE.

W aymmm 3aMeTi, Kak BO3JIe yIJia IoMa KOJIBIXHYJIACh TEHb U
CBEPKHYJIM XUIIHbIE I71a3a. YIIMUHBIA BOP OLIEHUBAIOIIIE [TOCMOT-
peJl Ha 3TOro YesioBeKa, a TOT CJIOBHO Obl HEB3HAYAH IMOJIOKUII
MPaBYI0 PyKy Ha PYKOsITh Imard. [7a3za cpasy ke ucuesnu BO
ThbME, IO JIOCTOMHCTBY OLICHUB KJIMHOK WJIH TY JIETKOCTh U U35I-
HIECTBO, C KOTOPbIM PyKa HallUIa PYKOSTH IIIAry.

['ne-To 3akpuuan neryx.

— JIxkoBaHHM! 3aTKHM CBOIO NTULLY! — pa3fgayics B OTBET KPUK
HE/IOBOJIbHOTO TOPOKAHMHA.

— Korpa s penty cienarb U3 Hero cym, TO KpUyaTh OH yKe He
OyzeT! — rapkHyJia B OTBET TOJICTYXa B I'PSA3HON ONEKIE C 3eME-
HBIM [IEPEAHUKOM.

— MwuJuia, Korja e Thl CIeaellb U3 HEro CyIl? — He yHUMAaJICS
HETOBOJILHBI.

— Toi-TO 00 3TOM TOUHO y3Haelb, Yumnmm!

— Kak? TbI MO30BEIIb MEHS TTOIPOOOBAThH CBOIO IMOXJIEOKY?

— Eme yvero He xBataiio!

— Kak xe torma?

— Tel nepecranenib ciplaTh NETYIIUHBIA KPUK !

Bokpyr 3ayxamu u 3arorotajii. 9Ti 3ByKH BbIpakaj 0f100-
peHue IyTKU MWK, HO TOCIIOAWH C YEPHBIM TUIAIOM M IIIMa-
rOil HUKaK He OTpearupoBajl Ha BceoOllee Becebe.

Vaunpl BepoHsl paHHEro yTpa He BECEIWIU U HE ITyTaju €ro.
OH weén Boepén.

OTKyga-To Ha yJMIly BBIHBIPHYJIA OTPOMHAsi MOBO3Ka, IPy-



KEHHast O0UKaMU, KOTOPbIE PACIUPATUCH BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OYK-
BaJIbHO 3aKpbIBas BCE NpocTpaHcTBO. [ToBO3Ka aBUranace mea-
JICHHO, €€ eJle-eJie Talujia TpOMajiHasl crapas Jiolma/b, KoTopas
JBUTAJ1ach U3 MOCJIEAHUX CUJI U, Ka3aJI0Ch, CENYAC CBAJIUTCS Ha
OyJIBIKHUKY YJIUIIBI, HE CIIPABUBIIMCH CO CBOMM Tpy30M. Tem He
MEHEee XO35IMH — BBICOKMY TYPOK B YaJIME C XBOPOCTHHOM B pyKax
— KpuJaja u TpeboBaj Ha TapabapcKOM sI3bIKe, YTOOBI JIOIIA/h
JBUraiach ObicTpee. 'ocroauH B ruiaiiie ObLT BBIHYKAEH CHavasa
OCTaHOBUTbHCSI, a TOTOM U 3alyMaThCsl HaJl TEM, KaK MPOJBUTaTb-
cs1 panpine. OH MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B OMVKAHMINNIA TepeyIoK, BU-
JIUMO, 0OyMbIBasi OOXOIHON MaHEBpP, HO TOTOM PE3KO MIArHyJI
K TYPKY.

— OcraHoBu Jomaas! — notpedoBas oH. — S mpoiiny Bo3e
CTEHBI, TOIZ1A ThI POJOJIKUILD JABUKECHUE.

Typok czaenain KaJloCTIIMBO-KUCIIOE BbIPAXEHUE JIMLA U Pa3-
BEJI pyKH B CTOPOHBI, IEMOHCTPUPYSL, UTO OH HE IOHUMAET, O YEM
€ro MpocCsIT.

— Bor Benp 4épt! — BeIpyrajics rocioivH B YEPHOM ILIALLE.
OH 6e3 CJIOB BBIPBAI Y HETO U3 PYK XBOPOCTUHY, KOTOPOH TY-
POK MOTOHSLI JIOIIA b, M OpOCKII K cTeHe Omukaiiiiero goma. Ty-
POK Cpasy e ynaj Ha MOCTOBYIO M 3aroJIOCHJI TaK, Kak OyaTo
OBl €ro OIMapUIA KUISITKOM. B1oOaBok KO BceMy OH MPHHSLI-
Cs1 KaTaThCsl TI0 KaMHSIM M CMEIITHO XJIornaTh ceOs pykamu, Oyj-
TO cOuBas HeBuaUMOe Tulams. Kak mo komaHe co Bcex CTOpOH
CTaJIM TOSIBJIATBCS TYPKH B XapakTepHbIX ofexaax. Hekoropeie
U3 HUX OBUTH C TaJIKaMU WJIM XBOPOCTUHAMH. UeJIoBeK BOCEMb



OKPY’KWJIY YeJIOBEKa B YEPHOM Iutaie. Hamepenus ux He ocras-
JISTM COMHEHUS], & BOKPYT CTaJI COOMPAThCsl yTPEHHUE 3¢BaKH.
bsum cpenn HuX 1 Mwna ¢ Yunnu.

OnuH U3 TYPOK yKa3ajl Ha BAJISIIOIIErocsl M OBIOIIETrocs B aro-
HUY COPOIMYA M YTO-TO T'PO3HO CKa3aJjl CTOSIIEMY B Kpyre 4esio-
BEKY B UEPHOM ILJIALLE.

— Jlener? — ClOKOMHO CITPOCUII OKPYKEHHBIM.

Typok pajioCTHO 3aKMBaJL.

— OH [10JIKEH BCTaTh, — CKa3aJl YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM ILIAIIIE.

bBe3 BcAKMX yKazaHWE OT KOro Obl TO HU OBUIO JIeXkaIluid Ha
MOCTOBOM TYPOK 3aTUX U TYT ke NOAHsUICA. YesoBeK B YEPHOM
IJIalle TYT K€ BBITSHYJ BOEpen pyKy. Ero koxanas nmepuarka
Jepkaja Ha BECy MaJIEHbKUI MEIIOYeK, KOTOPBhI HE OCTaBJIsI
HUKAKUX COMHEHUN OTHOCUTEJIbHO CBOEro HamojHeHus. [aza
KHMBABIIIETO TypKa PaJOCTHO 3a0JecTesid, U OH OTYETIIMBO IMPO-
W3HEC:

— Han!

— Jlomaap! — ckazai 4esnoBeK, Npoaokas AepKaTh MEIIOYEK
Ha Becy. TypoK KMBHYJI U UTO-TO CKa3aJl CBOMM JiofisiM. Te yBenu
JIoIIa/1b, HO OCTAJIUCh CTOSITh B TIPOXOJIE.

— Wom cropa! — nogo3Bai 4eaoBeK B YEPHOM IUIAIE TypKa.
ToT cTan MeJIeHHO MOJXO/IUTh, 4 KOTa OKAa3aJICs B 1Iare OT Me-
II0YKA, YCIIbIIIA:

— Croit!

C 3TUM BBIKPUKOM TYPOK OCTAaHOBUJICSL, @ €70 COPATHUKU KaK
10 KOMaH/I€ MOAHSIN CBOY XBOPOCTUHBI U MAJIKH.



— Ceituac s OTHYyIy MENIOYEK, — CKa3al YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM
rianie. — Ecim Tel ero nommaens — oH TBOU. Eci oH ynagér Ha
3eMJTI0, TO OH OcTaHeTcsl y MeHsl. Ho uem Obl 1eJI0 HU 3aKOHYH-
JIoCh, 51 yxoxy. CornaceH?

— Xa! — He yznepxazcs oT BOCKJIMUaHUs Yummy.

—TocionuH, 1a TyT gake Takas TOICTast 00YKa Kak s oiMaeT
Ball Memoyek! A Bbl nocMoTpute Ha Hero! OH, XOTb U HE MO-
JIO1, HO JOCTATOYHO JIOBOK, YTOOBI HE YITYCTUTh TAKOE CYacThe! —
ckaszana Muyua.

Typok yke KUBHYJI M1 BCEM CBOUM BUAOM JIEMOHCTPUPOBAT,
YTO FOTOB JIOBUTh MEIIIOYEK.

— O1TmyHO! — mpousHEC YesioBek B 4YEpHOM Iutaie. OH pes-
KO BBITAILMJI LITIAry, MOACTaBWJI KOHYMK KJIMHKA K KaJbIKy Typ-
Ka. Ero coruieMeHHUKY TYT K€ HEIOBOJILHO 3arajjieiu, MOIHSI-
JI OpY’KUE U CAeJIaJU TIO IIary BIepésl, HO IIaBHBIA UX OCTaHO-
BWJI, IOHUMAs, YTO KJIMHOK JIETKO IPOH3UT €rO IJI0Th, U HUKTO
HE YCIIEeT MY [TOMOYb.

— 4 moscHI0, — CKa3as YyenoBeKk B YEPHOM Iutae. — S yxe
yOeTUIICS, YTO BbI JOBOJIBHO HETJIOXO MOHUMAETe MO-UTaTbsH-
CKH, KOTJJa peub UJET O IHbraxX WM O CMepTU. Tak BOT: 51 XOTel
MPOUTH MO 3TON ynule. [lesno Hexutpoe, HO Ballla MOBO3Ka MHE
nomeniana. [loiiMath 3TOT MelIoYeK ¢ MOHETaMU C TOTO MECTa,
Ha KOTOPOM ThI cervyac cTouib — Toxe. Ho 310 korma Tede Hu-
KTO He MemaeT. Tak 4To BOT TeOe npensTcTBUe — MOW KJIMHOK.
Takum 06pa3om Mbl OyJieM B PaBHBIX yCIIOBHUSIX.

— Xa! — cHoBa ckazas Yummy.



B 3TOT MOMEHT 4YenioBeKk B YEPHOM ILIAIIE OTITYCTHAJ MEUIO-
yek. Typok He clenaj HUYero, 4roObl TOMBITAThCS MMOMMATh
JICHBI Y.

— He coBetyio yOupaTh BaM KJIMHOK OT ropJja 3TOro Mpomio-
XM, TIOKA ero JIOJX He OCBOOOASAT BaM IMPOXOJ, CUHBOP! — rpo-
MOIJIACHO Jajia coBeT Muiwia.

Tem He MeHee KOHUYMK IIINary ABUHYJICS BHU3, JIETKO MOALIe-
NI MEIIoYeK ¢ MOHeTaMM, MoAOpochI ero BBepx. YesnoBek B
YEPHOM ILIallle TTOMMAJl €r0 U CIIPATAJl B HeJlpax IJaia. A cpasy
32 9TUM JICUCTBUEM OH yOpaJt IIIary B HOXHBI.

— 51 He Tak Ty, Y4TOOBI MOMB30BATHCS COBETAMU Oa3apHOMN
6a0bl, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl yesioBeK B 4Y€pHOM ruiaie. OH cTosin
HAINPOTHB U, YJIBIOAsICh, CMOTpPEN TYPKY B IJia3a.

— Bons Bamia, cuasop! Tem Oosiee, 94TO BB pUCKyeTe CBOe
TOJIOBOM! — OOMKEHHO 3asiBrIIa Muiia.

Typok ycMexHyJICsl U KPUKHYJ YTO-TO Ha CBOEM Tapadap-
ckoM. Ero cornyieMeHHUKY HEXOTsI OIyCKaIl XBOPOCTUHBI U MaJl-
KU ¥ OCBOOOJIMJIH TTPOXO]I.

— Bor 310 ga! — Bocxuruiacga Yummm.

— Bami netyx Mor Obl HAYYMTBCSI MOJTYATh 10 yTPaM, €CIu Obl
Bbl MOIJIM €My OOBSICHUTB, YTO OT 3TOTO 3aBUCHT €rO XHU3Hb, —
MEJIJIEHHO CKa3aJl YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM ILIalle.

— Tax kak *e emy 310 00bsicHUIIB! — 3axoxoTan Yurmm. — OH
K€ HU CJIOBA HE MIOHUMAET Ha UTAJIbSTHCKOM!

— [lapy MUHYT Ha3a] 3TU TYPKHU TOXE HUYErO HE MOHUMAIU
Ha UTAIbIHCKOM. HO ¢ Tex mop oHu crenaiv cepbE3HbIE YCeXu



B U3YUYEHUHM SA3bIKA!

DTOU HIYTKE 3aCMESIUCh YKe U TypkH, 1 Mwna, n Yurmu.

YesnoBek B UYEPHOM IUIAILE OTIIPABUIICS AAJIBIIIE.

Cpenu Kpbllll JOMOB YK€ CTaJIM MPOIIAAbIBATh IUNWIN [J1aB-
HOro cobopa, B CTOPOHY KOTOpPOTO M IIEN Hail repoil. Bokpyr
CTAaHOBUJIOCh MHOTOMOAHEe. [Ipn4ém Jroau yxe He CKpbIBAJIUCh
I7Ie-To 32 yIioM wid B TeHu. Kak mpaBuiio, 31o b paboTs-
', KOTOpbIE TOTOBWJIMCH CBOUM TPY/IOM JI0OBIBATh ce0e Ha KYCOK
xe0a. OHH KUJIM TaK BCIO CBOIO XKU3HbB, IOf 3a rogoM. Tak Ku-
JIM UX OTIBI U Jiebl. OHM TOYHO 3HAJIM, YTO OOTraThie U 3HATHBIC
JOOY MOTYT cebe MO3BOMUTD CraTh BBOMIO. TeM yauBuTenbHee
UM ObUIO BUJIETh B 3TOT PAaHHUI Yac 4yeJIoBeKa B YEPHOM ILjIallie.
JIOBOJILHO YacTo OeTHSAKY MPUOCTAHABIMBAIIN CBOW TPY, YTOOBI
MTPOBOAMTD B3IVISIOM 3Ty CTPaHHYIO (PUTYPY.

Yro xe 3aCTaBUJIO TOrO YeJIOBEKa MONHATHCA C MOCTENN B
CTOJIb paHHUI Yac?

HukTo HE coOMHEBAJICS, UTO 9TO JOJIKHO OBLIO OBITH JIEJIO WC-
KJIIOUUTETbHON BaKHOCTH.

— o6poii Bam 10poru, cuHbOp MepKyiuo! — mpoxpures Hu-
IIUA, YTO CHJIENl Y CTeHBl OOIIAPMAHHOIO JI0OMa C 3aKPBHITHIMU
CTaBHSMU. YesoBEK B UEPHOM ILIallle Pe3KO OCTAaHOBWIICS W,
cOpOCHB KaITIOIIOH, 0OpaTUy CBOE BHUMaHKE Ha Y3HABIIIETO €T0
HUIIIETO.

— Bbl MeHs y3Hanmmu?

— Jla Kak ke Bac He y3HaTb! — 3aKalIsUICAd CTapUK.

— OTkyja ke Thl MEHs1 3Haelllb?



— Barir ocTpblii SI3bIK CTOUT Balllero KJWHKA U3 TaMaCCKOM CTa-
su! CKOJIBKO pa3 s CHBIIAT OT Pa3HbIX JIOAEH, YTO HUYTO HE
MIOPTUT KPOBb TaK CHJIBHO, KaK ]I, YTO CPhIBAETCS BpeMEHAMMU C
Balllero s3blka! Y3k Kak Bbl OCTPBI Ha S13bIK, CUHBOP MepKy1uo!
Kxe-kxe!

Hunmii noneitancst paccMesTbesl, HO TIIYOOKUH yTPOOHBIH
Kalllesb He MO3BOJIUJI eMY 3TO C/eNaTh.

— Yro xe Tede HykHO? — cripocusl MepKy1yo.

—Mmue? — ynuBuiics HULMi. — Pa3Be 51 4T0-To MpOCuII, CHHBOP
Mepkyuuo?

— 3aueMm ke Thl OCTAHOBWJI MEHsl, pa300iHUK ?

— A?! OcranoBuin Bac?! Cunbop MepKy1mo, gaxe cBopa J1u-
KHUX TYPOK, BOOPY:KEHHAsI MAJIKaMU U XBOPOCTMHAMM, TEPEro-
pPO/MB BaM JIOpPOrY, YyTh HE JIMIIMIACh CBOETO BOXKAKA, CTOMJIO
UM OKa3aThCs Ha BaieM mytu! Heysxenu si, HecuacTHBIN Kasieka,
MOTY Bac OCTAHOBUTD?

Mepky1umo crenani naysy, Ipex/ie Y4eM MeJJIEHHO POU3HECTH
crenymoiyiwo ¢gpasy:

— OnHako Tede 3To ynanoch. . .

Humumii ynbiOHyJICS 10/ CBOEH I'YCTOM U TPSA3HOUN 00pOoIoH U,
He cBoasi ¢ MepKyIno rTyOOKHUX CHHUX IJIa3, 3aKJIOKOTAJ CMe-
XOM.

— U Bce ke, — ckazan Mepkyumo.

— BBl C/IMIIIKOM paHO UAETE, — B3/I0XHYJ HUILIUK.

— [Touemy?

— I'onen mana [Timmineka ee He Bbe3xkan B ropon. Bam Hesa-



YeM UJTH B TaBEPHY «3eJIEHAsT KOJIIYHbSI».

— CoMHUTENIbHOE 3aBEACHME 3Ta TaBEpHA, — cKazal Mepky-
11O.

— O4YeHb COMHUTEJIPHOE, — CKa3aJl HUILMI U 3aMOJTYal.

— 4 uny x oty JlopeHuo, — npousHéc Mepkynuo.

— O! — 3ax0X0TaJ1 HUILIUK.

— YTO CMEUIHOro B TOM, YTO 3HATHOMY ABOPSIHUHY €CThb JEJIO
K YBQ)KaEMOMY CBSILIEHHOCTYKUTETIO?

— Her-Her, B 9TOM HMYEro CMEIIHOrO HET, HO BUJAUTE JIH,
B 9TOT Yac BCE CBALIEHHOCTYKUTEIH HAILIErO ropoja yCUJICHHO
JOpbIXHYT. Tak OHM TOTOBATCS K BEUYEpPHEW CIyxkOe U TOMY, UTO
NOCJIEAYET 32 HEM. ..

— MHe KaseTcsi, 4To [1J151 IPOCTOrO HUILETO Bbl CIUIITKOM MHO-
ro 3Haere o Bepone u o e€ xuressx.

— Bam kaxercs, cuHbOop Mepkynuo!

MepkyL1o yCMexHYJICS.

— Bcé xe...

Mepkyuuo Hanpsrcs.

— Ecnu y Bac ecTb HECKOJIbKO BPEMEHHM. . .

— B Takom ciyuyae Bbl COCTaBUTE MHE KOMITAHUIO B «3€JIEHOM
KOJIAYHbE», — TIepeOrT ero MepKyIuo.

— OHa emi€ 3anepra, cuiHbOp MepKynuo!

— Bbl, yBaxkaeMblil FOCTh HAIIETO TOPO/IA, EIIIE NTOKa 3HaeTe He
BCE JIBEPH. . .

— Yro X, MOKaKXUTE MHE ellé OaHy 1Bepb! 3a 310 51 Oyay Bam
OTJIEJIbHO OnaroyiapeH!



— Unemre!

Hummit 4OBOJIBHO JIETKO MOAHSICS C MOCTOBOM M IIOCJIEIOBAT
3a MepKy1mo.

TaBepHa «3enéHasi KOJIYHbsI» Haxonusach 3a yrioM. Eciau
Ob1 MepKyIMo He ka1 Obl 3TOrO CTPAHHOI'O HUIIETO, TO JIETKO
OBbI ¥ OBICTPO MPEOJIOTIET STO PACCTOSHUE B HECKOJBKO JIECATKOB
11aroB. DTOT HUIIUKA YIBOWJI, €CJIM HE YTPOWJI, BpEMsl, KOTOpOe
Ternepb YK€ OHU BMECTe MPOIIUIY 10 U3BECTHOM B BepoHe TaBep-
HbL. Ecii 661 MepKyI1IMo MOKUHYJI Obl YIIHILY, TO HE YCIIbIIIAI Obl,
KaK KaKOM-TO 3BOHKMU MYKCKOU I'OJIOC ITPOM3HEC:

— A 5 capimalt, yto B BepoHy UayT JI011, KOTOPbIE CHACAIOTCS
OT YyMbl!

— Kakue mogn? OT KOro Tel MOT 3TO CIIBIIIATL ? — OTBETHJI TOU-
HO TaKOM k€ rojIocC, CJIOBHO OJIMH M TOT K€ YEJIOBEK pa3roBapu-
BaJI caM C coOo. MepKyITMo JIMIIb YCIes OMISIeTh MPOCTPaH-
CTBO BOKpYT ce0sl, Kak rojoca deccieqHo rmponaiu. [la u Bokpyr
HEro W HUIIETo He ObUIO HU eIMHOTO YesoBeka. OTKyaa B3sUICh
9TH rosioca’?

— Yero Bbl TaKk WCHYrajuch, CHHbOP Mepkyimo? — OOMKO
CHpOCUJI HUILMK. — Bbl MeHs ynuBisere!

— BelI 3710 cipimanm?

— Capian yto?

— 3aech ObUIN JIBOE.

— IBoe?

— [la. OHu roBopwiiy, 4To B BepoHy MOXET NpUITH YyyMa.

— Yyma? B Bepony?



— Hy na.

— 39X, cuHbop Mepkynno! Yyma MOKET IPUNATH KyAa YTOOHO
v Korjaa yrogHo! B Hare-to Bpems. . .

— 41 b1 TpeanoYEN, YTOOBI 3TO MPOU3OIILIO MO3KE.

— Ilo3zxe uero?

— Ilozxke moen cmeptu. I He HagO OCTPUTH HAa ITOT CYET!
S Bugen, B Kakux Mykax ymMuparotr ot yyMsl! Takasi cmepTh He
npeaMeT JJisl IyToK !

— O! — npou3HEC HUIIMKA U XPUIT BHE3AITHO IMPOMal U3 3TO-
o SICHOTO U TIOUTH TIEBYYero 3ByKa. — Sl BUjen, Kak Bl yOpaiu
KJIMHOK, XOTSI BaM YTPOKaJIi paclpaBoy C IECSTOK YEJIOBEK. . .

— Ot 3TUX AecATH YUTH ObLIO HEeCcJI0XHO. MIX He cpaBHUTH C
qymou !

Hunmn He cran orBedats. To M MOTOMY, UTO HE HAILIENICS,
YTO CKa3aTb, TO JIU IOTOMY, YTO OHH YK€ MPUIIUIH.

MaccuBHas JBOWHasI IBEPh U B CaMOM [iesie Oblila 3amepra,
HO MepKyuo 1 He noaxoaui K Heil. OH MOBEN HUILIETO BOKPYT
3[1aHUs, TTIOKA HE OKA3aJICs BO3JIE Y3KOU ABEPH IOJ] HABECOM, KY-
Jla TPOMKO TPHK/IbI TOCTYYAJT KyJIAKOM. J[{BEpb OTKpbLIa I€BOYKA
JIET MATU-IIIECTH, IS HA HUX OTPOMHBIMU KapyuMH IJIa3aMU.

— OH co MHOH, — KMBHYJI Ha HUIIero MepKy1uo.

— Kak ckaxere, — ckazana IeBoYka U nmoctopoHusach. OHa
BITyCTWJIA TIPUILEANIAX U 3arepiia 3a HUMU JBepb. MepKyluo
YBEPEHHO MPOIIET B TEMHBINA Y3KUU KOPUAOP U TIPUBEI CBOETO
CIYTHHMKA B MaJIEHbKYI0 KOMHATKY, €JMHCTBEHHOE OKHO KOTOPOM
BBIXOIWJIO B cajl. [Tocpean KOMHATHI CTOA MPOCTOM M IIPOYHBIN



KBa/IpaTHBIN CTOJI, K HEMY JIETTMJIMCh CO BCEX CTOPOH YEThIPE Ta-
KHX K€ CTyJa.

Ha cteHax KOMHaThI XO31MH MOABECHUII MOJIKH, TJIe POBHBIMHU
psaaaMu OyTHUTKH BeeX (hOpM 1 IIBETOB OKHM/IAJTM CBOETO Yaca.

— Cagurtech, — ckazan MepKylMo U Ky[aa-ToO YIIET U3 TON
komHaThl. CTapuk He ycres OTOABUHYTH CTYJ, a MepKyIMo yxe
BEPHYJICSI C TPOMA/IHBIMU TJIMHSIHBIMU KPYKKAMH.

— Heyxenu Mbl Oynem nuth 6e3 X03siMHa? — YIUBUJICS HUIIUT.

— M&1 OyzieM, UTh, €CTh U KAaTh XO3(1HA, — YTBEPAUTEIHHO
kuBHYJT Mepkyio. OH JIOBKO U JIETKO B3$U1 C MOJIKK TIEPBYIO
TIOTABIIYIOCS OYTBUIKY, HATIOJHUJI KPYXKKH Oypoy KUAKOCTHIO.
OpHy U3 HUX OH CJIerKa MOJOJBUHYJ K CTAPUKY.

— [IpemHoro 61arogapcTByio! — cran ynbioaTbesi B 00poy HU-
1805048

MepKyluuo TSIKeJIO Cesl, YCMEXHYJICsS, PhIBKOM Cleial J1Ba
I'POMAaJIHBbIX TJIOTKA U3 KPYKKH U BAPYT YTBEPAUTENILHO CKa3aJ:

— Urtak, g tede noHagoomICs.

Humumii orpuniatesisHO 3aMOTaJT TOJIOBOM M 3aMaxajl pyKamH,
OCTaBUB B TIOKOE KPYKKY.

— CogsceM Het, cuabop Mepkyimo! CoBcem Her!

— Torga 4Tto THI 34€eCh Aeylacn?

— Huuero, coBcem Huyero!

— Ho T8I Beap niosiBHIICS ?

— Pazymeercs, cunbop Mepkyimo! Bee koraa-To u rae-To no-
asisorca! TakoBa Belb cama KU3HB!

— Xopoto 3aBepHyt!



Mepkylno cKpecTus1 pyku Ha rpyau. Huiuii Toxe mMomyadt.

— Ho s pa3BepHy, — cka3an MepKkylMo 1 cTajl BHOBb ITUTh U3
KPYXKH.

— Cunpop Mepky11mo, y Bac e1l€ Blepear MHOTO BaKHBIX Je1!

— Ha?

— Ho He 3p4 e NOIHSINCh Ha TPAHULIE THS U HOYM U ITyCTH-
JIUCh B MyTh MO OMACHBIM yJULIaM !

— Kak 3HaTh? BbITh MOXKET 3psi?

— Ho mu1 xe 31ech? MBI xaem?

— MB5I x1éM 1 xaxaeM. Botr BuHO!

— Kak oHo Bam?

— [To-Moemy, B HEM CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O COJIH.

— Conb B BUHe?

— Conb ecTh BO BCEM, KpoMme Barlieil O0NTOBHU! — oTpe3as
Mepkyuuo.

— A BbI OBl XOTEJH, YTOOBI 51 paccKaszajl BaM YTO-TO JIEUCTBU-
TEJIHO CTOsIIee, CUHbOP MepKyuo?

— Tak s Bac cloa 3a 3TUM 1 IpUBEN!

Hunmin monyan v, XuTpo NpUIly pUBIIUCH, CMOTPEN Ha HETo.

— U BBI TOTOBBI K JI0JITOMY paccKasy? — CIIpOCHJI HULIUI.

— 31ech XBaTUT COJIEHOTO BMHA Ha Thicsuy JjieT! Hy, HaunHaii-
TE Ke!

— Tak ciymante, — MENOTOM MTPOXPUIIETT CTAPHUK.



3 Bo Bpems nokaa

JOX b JIAJT CIJIOIITHOM CTEHOM.

D710 He OBbLT KAKOW-TO CITyYaiHBIN JTMBEHb, KOTOPbIN BHE3AITHO
0oOpyIIMJICS Ha TOPOJ TIOCPEN YMCTOro U O6e3001a4Horo Heoba.
Bcé x atomy nwto. Tyun cobupanuch ¢ camoro yrpa, Kak Oya-
TO OBI JIaXKe MPHU3bIBAsI CBOMX COOpAThEB 3aKPhITh BCIO BepoHy
oT conHIla. Betep He Meran uM coOmparhCs, He Pa3rOHSUI U He
CHOCHJI B Kaky-HHOY/Ib cTOpoHy. CoBceM HA00OPOT: BETEp T0-
KHUHYJT HeOeca, CITyCTHJICS K CaMOy 3eMJIe, CKBO3HUT BJIOJIb IOMOB
u 1o MoctaMm. «BricTpelt, ObicTpeli!» — THaJI OH He3aJaYwINBBIX
MIPOXOXUX, 3a4eM-TO MOKUHYBIIMX OYar CBOEro JIoOMa B TaKylo
norony. [Torom cranu nagats nepsble Karu goxas1. OHU CIIOBHO
Obl M3BUHSUIMCH 32 OyAyIIUI Pasrysl CTUXHHU, IAPANAJIUCh B OK-
Ha U cipammBau: «Bce moma?» U Tonbko motom, nocie O1ecka
MOJTHUM KaK TIOCJIEHETO MpeAynpex/IeH s, TPSHY TUBEHb.

B Takyio nmoromy MoxHO ObUIO TOYHO HUKOTO HE KJATh.

JI>Ku TOBOJILHO JIONTO CIOHSICS 10 JOMY, TIOCUIEN TIepej] OK-
HOM, HaOmoiast okb. [IoToM OH JIET B KpOBaTh, HO YCHYTh HE
cmor. Jlox b Oui 1o cTékJiam, 1o Kpsiie. K1 3ak pbIBal 171a3a,
Y eMy Ka3aJioCh, YTO JOXK/Ib HE TaM, 32 OKHOM, a BOT 3[IECb, MPsI-
MO PSIJIOM C HUM, CTOUT TOJIbKO MPOTSHYTh PyKY. OH OTKpbIBAJI
r71a3a, BUAEs, YTO PSJIOM C HUM HUKAKOTO JIOXK/Is1 HET, IIET K OK-
HY, CMOTpeJI Ha TTYCThIe YIUIIBI M OTHU B OKHAX COCEJCKUX TOMOB
1 Bo3Bpailaics B nocresb. COH He IIEN.



Toraa oH goctan MoabOepT M KUCTH. [I’KU Bceraa XoTe CTaTh
XyJOKHUKOM, MTUCATh YAUBUTEIbHOM KPACOTHI MEU3aKH U MOPT-
PEThI MPEKPACHBIX HE3HAKOMOK, HO W3-TOJl €r0 PyKH MOSIBJIsI-
JIUCh KaKWe-TO CTpaHHble 0Opa3bl. [leii3axu BXOAUIN TEMHBIMU
Y MPa4YHbIMU, JEBYIIKU — XUTPHIMU WK YygakoBaThiMu. Ha ka-
KOE-TO BpeMsI OH OCTaBUJT )KUBOIUCH, HO 3a0BITh KPACKH U XOJICT
HE MOT.

BrIBasio, 4T0 OH JOCTaBaJl MOJBLOEPT M MPOCTO CMOTpPE Ha
Hero. Vv rae-HuOyap HaXOMuI KUCTOUKY, Opalt e€ B pyKy U Tak
XOIOWJI C Hell HeKoTopoe BpeMsi. bim3octh Kakoro-imdo mpes-
MeTa, KOTOPBI MO3BOJISUT YyBCTBOBATH CeOs1 XYI0)KHUKOM, OblIa
eMy HeoOXoMMa Kak BO3/yX.

N BoOT ceiiuac, Korga J0XIb 3aXBaTHJI BCE, OH JOCTAJ MOJIb-
OepT, IOCTaBWJI HAMIPOTHB HETO CTYJ M CeJl CMOTPETh Ha HETO.
Mosns6ept O6but TycT. Ha ynure mén noxas. B mome ObuU10 Tpa-
ITMYeCcKu OJuHOKO. Yepe3 kakoe-To BpeMsi K1 MOHsLI, YTO XO-
yeT cnarb. OH pa3fencs u JEr.

K cBoeMy ynuBieHMI0, OH MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYJL.

Korpa oH npocHysics, TO 32 OKHOM IIENT A0Kb. 1Ky TOTHANI-
Cs1, BHOBb IPOIIEN MO JIOMY U YTKHYJICS B MOJbOepT. MonboepT
no-TpexkHemMy ObUT mycT. oAb BCE TakKe IIyMesl 32 OKHOM.
JIxu Hatmen y ceOst JoMa BHUHO U XJie0. B35B IITMHSHBINA MasieHb-
KWI1 KyBIIIMH B OIHY PYKY, & MSATKUMN AYIIUCTHINA XJ1eO B APYTyIO,
Jlxu cen HanmpoTUB MobOepTa. MonbOepT ObLT MYCT.

JIKu crJieT HallpOTHB, €J1 XJieO, OTKYChIBasi MaJIeHbKHE KyCOU-
KU, 1 3alUBaJI TSOKEIBIM MACASSHUCTBIM BUHOM, JieJlasi CIUIITKOM



Oospiiue OTKK. ok He ytuxan, [xku Obl1 B TOM abCOIOT-
HO yBepeH. JIokap CBOAMI C yMa, TaK eMy YAaJoCh YOUTh Bpe-
Ms1. TEMHBIE MYIIUCTBIE TYYX HE MOKUAAIM Heba, He MPOIycKa-
JI COJIHIIA, U OBLJIO COBEPIIIEHHO HEMOHSTHO, YTO cervac: JeHb
WM HOYb? HHMKTO HE XOoomi Mo yivuam, a B COCEICKMX OKHAX
BCErJa ropeJs CBET.

Jxu moen xJied, MOTOM JIONUJI BUHO, TIOCTABHUJI ITYCTOM KYB-
IIMHYMK PSIJIOM CO CBOEH JIEBOM HOTOM U CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha MOJIb-
6ept. MonsOept ObLT IMyCT.

kv MOHMMaJI, YTO TaK HE MOXKET MPOAOJIKATHCS BEYHO.
Hox b He Tipekpatnaics. Lok b 3Baji ero HauyaTh paboTaTh, a OH
CHJIENT ¥ CMOTpeJT Ha MOJIbOEPT.

B Kakoi-To MOMEHT €My HaJI0eJI0 CMOTPETh, OH JIOCTAl KUCTU
Y KPacKM Y BCTJI PSAOM C IYCTBIM XOJICTOM. OH HE 3HaJI, YTO
JIOJDKEH PUCOBATD.

Ixy cMellian Kakue-To KpacK M CTajl BOAUTb JIMHUU. Pyku
KaK T10 BOJIIIEOCTBY Jelaid UTO-T0 ocoOeHHoe. [IIEm noxap.

Ecnu Ob1 1OX b HE YHUUITOXKWI BpeMst, [[)ku Mor Obl cKa3ars,
CKOJIbKO OH MPOCTOST Y MOJIbOepTa. A Tak Bpems TPeBpaTUIOCh
B TOYKY. B 3TO# Touke BpemeHu [lu HapucoBas MOPTPET Mmpe-
KPacCHOM JIEBYILIIKH, KOTOPYIO HUKOTIa HE BUJEI B )KU3HMU.

A MO)eT ObITh BUIEN?

>k BHUMATEIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha XOJICT.

['myOokue cuHue ra3a, BHICOKMHA JI00, BBIOITHECS JIOKOHBI.
Her, nukorna He Buzen! Eciii Obl BUIEI, TO HEPEMEHHO € Obl
3arOMHMI!



Jlxu cen HampOTHB He€ W He Mor yuTu. 1ok cran Oaro-
CJIOBEHHBIM, Be[lb UMEHHO M3-32 3TOr0 J0XAA K HEMY HUKTO HE
npuxoaus v He 6eciokouns. OH MOT BEUHO CUJIETh HAIIPOTHUB 3TO-
ro MopTpeTa, ¥ eMy HUKTO He OyzaeT Mmeniath. [louctune, noxap
6arocyioBeHeH !

Jlo b MPOAOIIKAI LIIyMETh 32 OKHOM.

JI’K1 He COMHeBaJICsl, YTO OblT €AMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B
BepoHe, KOTOpbIil pafoBajcsi 3TOMY HECKOHYAEMOMY AOXKIIO.
Hla, OH 3HAJI, YTO KapTUHA OCTAHETCS C HUM M MOCIE JIOKIA.
HoikHa ocrarbes, ayman oH. IlopTper HE3HaKOMKU poXxJall B
HEM cTpaHHble 4yBcTBa. OH HEe MOr UX onucarb. YTO-TO BHYT-
pu Oypiuiio ¥ uckpuiiock. OH pajioBajicsi CTPAITHOMY JIOKIIO U
CBOEMY BBIHYKJIECHHOMY OJIMHOYECTBY. A IIOTOM OH 3aCHYJI, CU/ISl
niepes MOpTPETOM JEBYILKH, KOTOPYIO HUKOI/A HE BUJIEI.

OH BckoumJI OT POOKOro CTyka B JBepb. Bckouwmit Kak yxa-
JIEHHBIH, CIOBHO Obl €My TOJ1 Cep/iie BOH3WJIACh CTpeia C pacKa-
JIEHHBIM HaKOHEYHUKOM. OH 1ryMHO jpimajin. CMoTpen BOKpYr
OelIeHbIMY T1a3aMU U XBaTal pToM Bo3ayx. [ ne moprper?

Bor on. IIpamo nepen HuMm.

OH BBIJIOXHYII.

Cepatie 130 Bcex CUil OWIIOCH B TPY/IU.

['my6okue crHue 171a3a mpeJaHHO CMOTPENU Ha HEro.

Jloxab MO-TpEeXXHEMY LITYMEJI 32 OKHOM.

JIKY CTOSIT HA TPAAMBIX HAIIPSKEHHBIX HOTaX M OCO3HABAJI MUP
BOKpyT. Bc€ ObuIo Tak, Kak mepes TeM, Kak oH 3acHy/1. Otdero
oH npocHyJics? Ot cryka? Ho KTo MOT CTy4daTh B ABEPD B TaKylO



noroxy? Yk He nocbIanoch i eMy? OH npuciaymaics. Tomb-
KO LIyMeJI 10K/b.

Bpsin m, pernn oH. He crouT gaxe noaXoauTs K JBEpH, yBe-
PWJI OH caMm ceOsl.

['myGokue cuHue riaa3a ObUTH C HUM COTJIACHBI.

WM Tyt paspacs CTyk.

Msirkuii, poOKUi, HACTOJIBKO HEYBEPEHHBIH, UTO [[ku Mor Obl
€ro ¥ He 3aMeTUTb, OyJlb OH XOTbh 4eM-HUOY b 3aHAT. Ho [Ixu Hu-
4yeM He ObU1 3aHAT. OH CTOsUI, CMOTpE B IJla3a JEeBYIIKH, OPT-
peT KOTOPOY HapHACOBAJI CaM M HE MOT OTOTHATD MBICIIb, YTO CJIbI-
11aJ1 CTYK.

Hy K10, CKa)xuTe Ha MWJIOCTb, MOT IT0KAJIOBAaTh K HEMY B JOM
B TaKylo Noroay?

OH ouryTu crpax.

3710 OBUIO HACTONBKO HEOOBIYHO, UTO KM CTajm 03upaThCs
[0 CTOpPOHAaM M AyMaTb, a Yero ke oH Tak Oourcs. Teso crano
JEpPEBSAHHBIM, HOTM HAJIMJIACh CBUHLIOM, U OH C TPYAOM C/eNall
HECKOJIBKO I1IATr0B K JBEPU.

Crpamiso.

OH BIpyT MOHSJ, YTO OOUTCS OTKPHITH JBEPh. B 3Ty MuHyTY
€My TaK XOYeTCsi, YTOObI 3TOT POOKMI CTYK OKa3aJjics IIOIOM
ero BooOpaxeHusi. MoxHo? Benp ecim 310 BCero JIMIIb TO, 4TO
€My TIOKa3aJI0Ch, TO OH HE YCJIBIIINT 3TOT CTYK OOJbIIe HUKOT/I,
CKOJIBKO OBl HU CTOsUI Iieped ABepblo. Beapb Tak?

OH crosut u xgas. CTyk He NOBTOPSIICH.

Kazasocs 0b1, [111 JOMKEeH OB MOyMaTh, YTO CTYK €My TTpH-



BUJEJICSI, OTOWTU OT JIBEPU M 3aHSATHCS CBOMMH JejlaMH (XOTs
KaKue y Hero zena?), HO BOT MMEHHO Terepb, KOIraa OH CTOSUT B
MeTpe OT JBepH, K1 OTUETIMBO MOHSI, YTO B €ro IBEPb CTyYa-
. OH HHUCKOJIKO HE COMHEBAJICS, UTO TaM, 3a JBEPbI0, CTOUT
YeJIOBEK UM KJET, KOIJa OH, XO3SIMH JIOMa, 3Ty JIBEpb OTKPOET.
Jlxn nouty (pu3HYECKy Oyl YesloBeKa 3a asepblo. [louemy
K€ ITOT YEJIOBEK HE CTYUYMT ele pas?

Ty mogymalt, 4to eciiy Obl OH MPUIIEN K KOMY-HUOY/b, M0-
CTyYaJl ¥ 5KAaJ1 Obl CTOJIKO BPEMEHH, TO HeITPEeMEHHO MOCTyYal
Obl em€ pa3. Ho uenoBek, KOTOPHBIi MPHUITIENT K HEMY U CTOSLT TIO
Ty CTOPOHY JIBepH, 0 cebe OoJbIlie He HAaITOMUHAJ. DTO OBbLIO TaK
HEeoObIYHO, uTo [[)K1 caenant mar u OTKpbLT JBEPb.

Ha nopore, koHe4HO ke, cTosyia oHa. C TEMHBIX BOJIOC Ha Iap-
KET CTeKasa Bojia, INTyOOKMe CHHUE IJ1a3a CMOTpesH Ha Hero. OHa
HUYEro He TOBOPWUJIA, A TOJIBKO kJaja.

Jlxku cxBaTui €€ 3a pyKy U BTSHYJ B JoM. OHa 1111a 32 HUM
CJIOBHO Obl HUKOTJIA JIO 3TOTO HE XOAWJa U MOHSATUsS He UMera,
Kak TMOJIb30BaThCsl COOCTBEHHBIMU Horamu. OH MpHBEN e€ K Ka-
MUHY, PACCTEN TUIeMl, YCAIMI, & TIOTOM MPUHEC OOJBITIOE Max-
poBoe monoteHie. [)xu pa3ker B KaMUHe OrOHb, 3aBapuil OOJIb-
II0M YallHUK apOMAaTHOTO MPSTHOTO Yasi U cell psijioM ¢ Heil. OHa
Jpoxaja ¥ CMOTpea Ha Hero.

— Kak TbI 31€ch OKazanace? — cpocui oH. ['yObl AeByHIKH
3aJIpOKajiy, 1 OHA OTPULIATESILHO MOBEPTEIA T'OJIOBOM.

— 910 HeBaxHO, — ckazan [xxu. OH MpUHEC el ABIMSIIIUNICS B
Kpykke yail. OHa 00XBaTIIa KPYXKKYy ABYMSI PyKaMH U Ciesaia



OOJIBITION IIOTOK. [[)KM CTOSIT pAIOM M CMOTpEJT Ha Hee.

— AHHa, — cKa3asia OHa M NepecTana ApokKarh.

— JIxu, — ckazan Jxu. OH ocTtaBuil €€ C 4aeM U NOJIOTEHUEM
BO3JIE KAMMHA, a CaM 3aHsJICS KapTUHOW: 3allakoBaJl €€ B Xpy-
CTAITYI0 OyMary, TOJIOKWI B XOJIIIIOBHIN MEIOK U yOpast JaJieKo
B mkKag. Ilocne storo oH BepHysca k AnHe. Ta yxe ocraBuia
NIOJIOTEHLIE U JOINJIA Yail.

— Yto co MHO# Oyaer? — crpocuia OHa.

— ThI ocTanenbes: co MHOM, — yBepeHHO ckazai JLxu.

W ona ocranace.

JloX1b KOHYWJICS HA CJeAyIolui eHb. [ku no3pai goMoun
CBOUX JIpy3€d U poguTesierd. 3a OrpOMHBIM CTOJIOM MPEACTABUI
e€ KaK CBOI0O HEBECTy M TYT e czenai npeajoxenue. OHu 00-
BEHYAJIMCh B MAJIEHBKOW LIEPKBYIIKE Ha Kparo ropoga. CsiieH-
HUK OBbUT OYeHb YIWBJIEH, UYTO HA IIEPEMOHHMHU He OBbLIIO HUKOTO CO
CTOPOHBI HEBECThI. Bee npuriaéHHble SABIISUIMCH 1PY3bMU WU
poacTBeHHHUKamu keHuxa. [locie BeHuanus [Ixu npusén AHHY
B CBOM JIOM Y€ KaK 3aKOHHYIO CyHpYyTYy.

OHU NPOXUIU JOTYIO KU3Hb. Y HUX CIYYWIOCh JBOE Jie-
Tel: JeBOYKa C MUIIEHUYHBIMU BoJlocaMy — Mupa ¥ MolTyaiu-
BbIi, MHOTIA Ka3aBIIMiiCsA yrpioMbiM, Xbio. M 10Besoch yBU-
JETh CYACThE CBOMX AETEU U MOBO3UTHCS C BHYKAMHU.

Opnax bl nepea PoxaectBom Xblo penivi 3arisitHYyTh K Po-
JUTENISIM Ha MUHYTKY, YTOOBl HATIOMHMTB, YTO KJET UX 3aBTPa
Ha Mpa3IHUYHbIA YKUH, HO JBEpPbh OKa3ajach 3amepra. Y Hero
OBbLT CBOU KJIIOY, U IPOXKAIIUMHU PyKaMU OH OTKPBUT JBEPb.



— Mam! Ian! — 3a3BeHe1 €ro royoc 1o poaruTeENILCKOMY JOMY.

OH mpomeén mo BceM KOMHAaTaM, HO Be3fe ObUIo mycto. B
CHaJIbHE POJIMTENIEH OH 3aMep Nepe]l KapTUHOM, KOTOpasi BUCEJIa
HaJl UX KPOBaThlo. DTO ObLT MX COBMECTHbIM moprtpeT. Ha HEM
OHM OBLIIM COBCEM MoJofble. AHHA cujena, a JXku cTosut 3a Hel
CJIEBA U KacaJICs MaJbl[aMU €€ MPaBOro rieya.

Xbl0 HAXMYPUJICSI, HO HE CMOT BCIIOMHUTb, UTOOBI OH KO-
raa-HuOyIb BUJEI 9Ty KapTuHy. Korga oHa nmosiBuiach?

XbI0 B TOT JIEHb TaK W HE HAITIEN CBOMX POAUTESIEH B TOT J€HbD.
[Totom BecTh 00 WX Tpomaxe JomuIa 0 MUpPBI KOTOpasi TOXe
MIPUIILIA B IOM U OCTAHOBWJIACH TIEPE]] ITOM KAPTUHOU B CIIAJIbHE.

CrtpaHHO, 4TO §1 paHbllie He 3aMevasia 3Ty KapTUHY, MojayMaa
Mupa.

Emg uepe3 neHp 00 ncuesHoBeHuu [xu 1 AHHBI y3HAT BeCh
ropo.

— Besikoe ciyyaetcsi! — roBopuIM JIIOM 1 MOKMMAJIH Tieva-
Mu. HukTo He moHuMmasl, yTo npousouuio. Bece monumanu, 4rto
*u3Hb [[k1 1 AHHBI 3aKOHUYMJIACh. B Takoli MOMEHT yCTpauBa-
10T TTIOXOPOHBI, AAIOT BOJIO CJI€3aM U APYKECKOMY Y4acTUIO, HO
BOT TakK, 6€3 MPOIIaHusI ¥ TIOCJIEAHETO «IIPOCTH» ... XbI0 1 Mupa
TOXE OKa3aJIMCh B 3aTPYIHUTEILHOM MOJIOKEHUU: POAUTETbCKUI
JIOM OKazaJjicsl MyCT, H UM He npuHamiexan. OHu OOsUUCH ero
TPOraTh, HE PEIIAJIUCh 3aTOBOPUTH JPYT C IPYIOM O HaCJIE/ICTBE,
HE 3HaJIi, 4TO CO BCEM 3TUM JIeJIaTh.

CHavasia OHM TPUXOAWIM TYHA, YTOOBI YOpaTh MbLIb, OOSCH
4yT0-TO Tporarb. [loToMm ctanu npuxonuts pexe. Pazymeercs, Ha-



CTaJIo BpeMsl, KOIJJa HUKTO U3 HUX HE pellajiCs MOJOUTHU K JOMY.
Wuoraa oy roBopsT, YTo YeI0oBEK KyJa-To TaM 3a0bUT JOpOry,
€CJIM JABHO TyJ1a HE XOAWJI, HO 3TO BbIPaXXEHUE HE NEPENAET TOTO,
4TO CIy4MJIOCh ¢ AOMOM [Ik1 1 AHHBIL. XbI0 KaK-TO PELIWI M0-
CETUTh JJOM CBOMX POIUTENIEH, PUILEN K HEMY U YBUJEN, UTO B
JOME KUBYT Kakue-To moar. OH MOCTyval B UX ABEPb, YCTPOUII
CKaH/aJl, yTBepXKAAs, 4TO 3TO JOM €ro pOIUTENIeH, a ITU JIOAU
’KMBYT B HEM He3akOHHO. [Ipunuiocs BMemmarscs nomuyi. Jlo-
I1, KOTOpbIE OTKPBLIM BEPb XblO, MPEICTABUIIN BCE JOKYMEH-
ThI, MIOATBEPKJAIOIINE, YTO OHM IIOYTH ABAILATH JIET KUBYT B
sToM Aome. 3a Xblo puexana Mupa, Kotopasi BelcMesiia Oparta,
y3HaB, Ky/la OH IPHUILIENT U YTO TpeOOoBaJ.

Xbl0 U3BMHWIICA MEepe] JIOAbMU U norpocusl Mupy oreectu
€ro B JIOM POAUTENIECH.

— 4 u cama maBHO Tam He ObUIa, — C TPYCTHIO MpHU3HAIA Mu-
pa. bpar u cectpa 10/ro 1M no yJImiaM pogHoro ropoia, rmoka
Mupa He ckazana, 4To 3a0JIyauIach ¥ TOYHO HE IOMHUT AOPOTY.

— Kak?! — BoamyTtwiica Xpi0. — Mbl HE MOXEM B POTHOM T'O-
poOJie HaUTH AOM, B KOTOPOM ITPOLUIO Hallle JeTCTBO? B koTopom
BCIO CBOIO ’KM3Hb ITPOBEJIN HAIlY poautesn? JJoM, KOTOpbIi BCe-
I71a HaC KJaJl M I7ie HaM Bcerzia ObUTH pajibl?

— MB&1 gonro He npuxoawy, — ckazana Mupa. — BosmoxHo,
BJIACTU NEPECTParBaJIM ropoj, UM MOHAI0OMIOCh MECTO, Ha KO-
TOPOM CTOSLJT Halll JIOM, ¥ OHU €0 CHECIIH.

— [louemy ke He cBsa3ayMCh ¢ Hamu? [loyemy HUKTO HUYETO
HE 3HaeT Ipo Hai 1om?!



— DTO HE Halll JI0oM, — MoXayia riedamu Mupa. — 910 J0M
HAIIIUX POAMTENICH.

— Ho Beap ux gaBHO yxe HeT!

— Wx ner... Tol ipaB! A y Hac cBou JOMa U CBOSI KU3Hb. . .

— Tak Kax ke ObITb?!

— Kurs, — ckazasia Mupa.

— U octaBuTH 3TO BOT TaK?!

- Ha.

— U 1ebe coBceM He kaJjib HaIIEro aoma?

— DTOT IOM HaBCeraa OCTaHeTCss cO MHOW! — Mupa yisiOHy-
Jack 1 0OHsIa OpaTa pyKoH 3a Ielo, OTYero mo4Ty MoBUc/a Ha
HEM.

— OH emi€ u ¢ TOOOH, — YBEPEHHO cKa3asla OHA. — DTOT JIOM
HaBcerjaa ¢ Hamu. Tawm, rjie BCE 3TO C HAMU, HUKOIJIa 1 HUYETO He
npornanaet. He nepexusaii 06 3Tom gome! OH ¢ HaMu, TOBEpb !

XbI0 XOTEJ CIIPOCUTD €€ O KapTUHE, KOTOPYIO BUE/ B CIIaIbHE
ponuTeel, Ho ObLIO TaK 3J0POBO UATU ¢ MUPOI U CITyIIaTh, KaK
OHA YTO-TO TaMm IeOeyveT, YTO OH He pelImics e€ mpepBaTh.

Hagepnoe, rae-T1o ecth 1oM [Ixu 1 AHHBL. Ero MoxHO y3HaTh
10 KapTUHE B criajibHe. XOTsI HeJlb3s1 CKa3aTh HABEPHSIKA, UTO 3Ta
KapTHHA BUCUT B criajibHe. OHA MOXKET BUCETb U B JIPYIOill KOM-
Hare. [la 1 KapTUHA MOXET, KaK Bbl [IOHMMAaeTe, HEMHOTO U3Me-
HUTHCA (BbI K€ MOHSIM, UTO OHA HEMHOT'O IOMeHsIIach?). A emié
TaKMX JJOMOB MOKET ObITh MHOKECTBO.

Crparito, eciiv Bbl TAKMX JJOMOB HE 3HaeTe.



4 bor, yyma 1 Mackapaj

Bot yxe CcTo ¢ JMIIHUM JIeT ClieHa, OMKUCAaHHAsl €BaHTeJH-
crom Jlykomn, 3anedati€HHass B KaMHe, BO3BbILIAJIACh HAJ| I'OJIO-
BOMU BCSIKOTO, KTO CTOSLT riepe]1 KadepaTbHbIM COOOPOM CIIaBHO-
ro ropozaa Beponsl. Jlionu He 3a1epKuBaIMCh MOJ HEH U yXKe I10-
YTH He oOpamaii Ha He€ BHUMaHUs. PaBHO Kak v Ha rpudpoHOB,
CTOSIIIMX CIpaBa M CJieBa, U MPU3BAaHHBIX IO UJIee MacTepa CITy-
’KUTh OXpaHHUKaMHU BXojia B XxpaM. OXpaHsATh HUYEro He Tpedo-
BaJIOCh, 14 ¥ KAMEHHbIE MTHUIBI OB HA CAMOM JIeJie TAHbIO BCE-
cwibHOM BeHenuu, mop maTpoHaxeM KOTOpOW Haxonujach Be-
poHa. Jlasiee Mo MpaMOpPHBIM CTYTIEHSIM MOXHO OBLJIO CITYCTHUThb-
s K IIIMPOKOU yJIMIIe, Ha KOTOPOU JIETKO MOTJIM pa3beXxaTbCs IBe
BCTpeuHble TOBO3KHU. [1o 3TON ynuiie MOXHO OBUIO TIOMACTh K
crapeiied miomaam ropoaa — [psie nemie pode, NpUHATYIO
ropokaHaMU Ha3bIBaTh KaK «IUIOMIAlb TPaB». DTa MPSMOYTOJIb-
Has TUTOIaAb ObUIA TYCTO 3aCTaBJieHa CO BCEX CTOPOH OOrarhi-
MU JIOMaMH ¥ BHICOKMMH OAITHsIMU, a TIOCEPEIMHE TOPIIO BO3BbI-
masic poHtad. OT 3TOM IUIOIIAIM HA 10T K peKe AJUIKe yXO-
JWJIa y3Kas yJAo4Ka, KoTopasl merisiia 0 camoro Mmocta Ckanu-
repoB, B TPU MPOJIETA NIEPEMAXMBAIOILLETO Yepe3 IJIaBHYIO PEKY
ropofa.

[To aTOMy MOCTYy KaTtujach podHasi U rpyoo cienaHHasi mo-
BO3Ka O JIByX I'POMAJHBIX KOJECaX, KOTOPYIO C TPYIAOM TaIllI
0CEJ, a MpaBWJI el Ty4YHBIH JIbICEIomui MoHax — Opar JlopeH-



110. Ecnu Obl CBAIEHHOCTYKUTENb MIEN TMEIIKOM, TO SIBHO Obl
nepeMeniaiics ObicTpee. A Tak Kak MOBO3Ka ero OblIa MycTa, TO
HEKOTOpble ropoxaHe, BuieBinve Oparta JlopeHio, ycmexanuch
JI0 WM TIOC/Ie TOrO, KaK MPUIMOJHUMANN NIy WM OTAaBaIN
NokJIOH. Bpat JIopeHI10 MMPOKO U CIAAKO YABIOAICA KakIOMY
Y TOPJO €XaJl 110 HEPOBHO BBIMOIIIEHHOM KJIafKe.

— Ona-na! — ycapiuan 6par JIopeHIo Kak TOJBbKO CheXal ¢
Mocrta CkanurepoB K Bepone. — Koro s Buxy? Bpat Jlopenio!
He moxet ObITh!

MepKymro COCKOYMJI C TPOMAJHOTO BalyHa, Ha KOTOPOM CH-
JIeJ1 JIO 3TOTO, ¥ MPOCTEP PyKH B CTOPOHY MOBO3KM Opara JlopeH-
110.

— Hob6poe ytpo, cuabop Mepkynmo! — orBeuan Opat Jlopen-
110, HO YJIbIOKa ero OblTa He TAaKOM Pajy:KHOM, KaKOM OH Harpax-
JaJl Ipyrux NpUBETCTBYIOIIMX €r0.

— 4l cmoTpio, 4TO BBI CTaTK OOJIBIIIE TOBEPSITH HOTaM OCJIa, YeM
cBouM coOcTtBeHHbIM? A 3ps1, Opat Jlopenno! OciuHast ronosa
COBCEM HE YMeeT OIpe/IesiATh BpeMs, a IOTOMY 3acTaBuJia MEHs
’KJaTh Ha TOM KaMHE BCE COCTaBJISIOIIME Balllero Tesa!

— IIpoctute, cunbop Mepkynmo! f1 rHan aToro JieHuBIa, Kak
TOJIBKO YMEJI, HO YTO C HETO B3Th, OH BEAb OCEN!

— BoI coBepienHo npaBei! CoBepIIEHHO HE CTOUT OOMKAThCSI
Ha ocsa, mou apyr! Océn TOYHO HU B YEM HE BUHOBAT!

— Kak xe s pan, uro Bbl Ha MeHs He cepauTecs! [Iporty Bac,
CaJIUTECh PJIOM, CHHBOP Mepkynuo!

— Paszymeercs, g cany!



Mepky11O JIeTKO BCOPBITHYJI B IOBO3KY U YCTPOWJICS PSIIOM
¢ 6parom JlopeHto. Océn norammi ux Boepen HECKOIBKO ObICT-
pee, 4eMm ILIEN /10 3TOrO.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, UJIM OCEN Be3ET HAC ABOMX ObICTpee, YeM OH
10 3TOr0 BE3 Bac oaHoro?

— O! BBl XyTKO HaOMOgaTeIbHbI, CHHBOP MepKymo!

— Tak yto *e?

— Hymato, naxe oc€n GOUTCs MOMacTh Ha BAlll OCTPBIN SI3bIK,
MO3TOMY 1OOeXkas co BcexX Hor!

— To ectb oc€n cooOpakaer JOBOIBHO HETJIOXO?

— O! D10 0YeHb YMHBIN OCEN, CHHbOP Mepky1uo!

— DTO cMOTpsI C KEM CpaBHUBATh, Opat JlopeHiio!

— U1 310 BBI TOUYHO MOAMETHIIH, CUHBOP Mepkynuo! — 6par
JlopeHtio pacxoxotascs, 0T4ero océn noodesxai emg osictpee. Ho
BCKOpE MOBO3KE MPUIILJIOCH JBUTATHCS TOPa3/io MEAJIEHHEE, BElb
OHHU BbEXAJIM B IOCTOSIHHO TTOBOPAYMBAIOIIYIO YJIOUKY.

— Yro capllHO 3a npeaeaamu BepoHbl? — MIOMHTEPECOBAICS
Mepkyuuo.

—I'naBHast HOBOCTb Y€ HECKOJIbKO BPEMEHU HE MEHSIETCS, CHU-
HbOp MepKylmo! — B3A0XHY/1 MOHAX.

— I'ne e uyma CBUPENCTBYET HbIHE?

— Kak BBl goraganuce, 4ro peds UIET UMEHHO O yyme?! Cu-
HbOp Mepkynuno! Buaur Bor, s He 3Ha10 HUKOro ymHee Bac!

— O, moii goporoii apyr! Bel Obl TOXE JOragavch, €Ciu Obl
TIOCJIE/THUE TIapy YacoB He MPOBEJH B OOIIECTBE OCIA. . .

— O, Her, cunbop Mepkyuuno! Kyna MHe 10 Balmmx yMCTBEH-



HbIX TaJaHTOB! Jla ¥ 3TOT OCEN HE TaK IJIyM, KaK Bbl nojaraere!

— Bpar JlopeH1o, 51 cOBCEM HE CUMTAIO ITOTO OCJIa IIYIbIM !

— IpaBpa?

— Yucras npasaa!

— D710 X0poro! — 3akuBa Opar JlopeHio. — MHe, npu3HaTh-
Cs1, CTaJI0 HEMHOTO OOMTHO, KOT/IA BHI JIAJIA TIOHSATh, YTO CUYMTAET
OCJIOB IJIYIIBIMU KUBOTHBIMH.

— 4l coBcem He 3TO UMe B BUAY.

— 9710 XOpomo!

— 41, KOHEYHO, Ha KOE-KOro HaMeKaJl, CPaBHUBAs1 3TOTO YeJO-
BEKa C OCJIOM, HO K OCJTy Y MeHsI HeT aOCOJIIOTHO HUKAKUX TIpe-
TeH3UM !

— Kak xe 51 paa, 4to s ommoancs, gymasi, 4TO Bbl CUUTAETE
OCJ1a IIyIsM!

— CoBceM Hert!

— 910 X0poIo!

OHu mpoexaj HEKOTOPOe PacCTOSIHUE HE pa3roBapuBasi Ipyr
C IpyrOM U OTBEIIMBAs MOKJIOHBI HAIPABO U HAJIEBO.

— Kak ke 51 paj 3a ocia! — BHOBb BBIPa3WJl YCIIOKOEHUE OpaT
JlopeHiio.

— 4 cuuTalo 0cnoB 0OYeHb YMHBIMU KUBOTHBIMHU.

— IpaBpa?

— KoneuHo!

— [IpocTo MHe noka3anoch, YTO Bbl BBICMEUBAETE UbIO-TO ITy-
HOCTb. ..

— A BOT 3TO BaM He MOKa3ajoch. ..



— IlpaBna?

— Ja! Ho pacckaxwute myuie o 4yme. ..

— Ilogoxaure, a KOro e Bbl CYUUTAETE TIIYMbIM, €CJIU MBI I'O-
BOPUWJIM TOJILKO 00 ociie?

— lymaro, 3TO yke HE BaXKHO. ..

— Kak ne Baxno?! Cunbop Mepky1uo, o3BoJsibTe ¥ MHE CTa-
HoBUThCA YMHee! Jlaiite MHe noackasky! O 4bel MIynocTy Bbl
TOBOPUJIM, KOTJIa 0OCYXk AU TIIYMOCTh ocia?

— Bpar JlopeHi1o, 0TBeThTE MHE Ha OJIMH BOIPOC, YTOOBI MbI
NPOAOJUKIIIN Hally Oecely B IPaBHJIBHOM pyciie!

— O! D10 ¢ ynoBonbcTBUEM! 3a1aBanTe!

— Yro BaxkHee: yymMa Uju ocen?

Bpar JlopeHiio cocpenotoun amiio, coopaB OpoBU U MOPIIIU-
HbI Ha JIOY B €AMHYIO KYUKY.

— Yyma i océn... Océn wim uyyma. .. Bor Benp Bonpoc!

— Hy xe?

— TyT ecTb KakOM-TO MOABOX? — XUTPO COIIYPUJI IJ1a3 MOHAX.

— Tyt Her HuKakoro nmoaBoxa! — rops40 BOCKJIMKHYJ MepKy-
uuno. — Hy xe! Kakas tema BaxHee: océn wim yyma?

— Her, nonBox TyT Bcé-Taku ecth! — ropao 3assui Opart Jlo-
PEHLIO.

— Joporoy Mou, NpPeACTaBbTE€, YTO Bbl YMHBIA YEJIOBEK...
[IpencraBunmm?

Bpar JlopeH1io pacruibuicsi B y/bIOKe M CaMOIOBOJIBHO KUB-
HYJL

— O uyéM OBl BBl CTaIM TOBOPUTH: O Uyme, KOTOpasi BOT-BOT



npuaET B HAIIl TOPOM, WM 00 OClie, KOTOPhI BE3ET HacC cervac
K ITnomaou TpaB ¢ TakoM CKOPOCTHIO, YTO CIIPHITHU MBI IPSMO
ceiiyac C 9TOi TPEKJIATOM MOBO3KH, Yepe3 /IBa BAIIMX IMyCThIX
BOITpoca okaxemcsi Ha camoi riomanu! Hy xe! Pemaiitecs!

—I'm... 'oBopure, eciiut Obl 51 ObLT YMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM ?

— la, nMeHHO Tak!

— Hy ecau TOJIbKO YMHBIM. . .

— Ila, 31O HENMpeMeHHOe yciioBUe!

—Hy...

Bpat Jlopeniio 3akarui riasa, a mOTOM OCTOPOKHO CKa3all:

— VYMHBIE JIIoM YacTo 00CYKIaloT OchoB... CriymiaiTe, cH-
HbOP MepKy1LHmo. ..

W oH BIOpyr 3ax0Xx0Tall, Ja Tak TPOMKO U 3apa3UTEIbHO, YTO
Mepky11o cTan 03uparhCsi IO CTOPOHAM, AyMasi, Kak K 3TOMY
oTHecTuch. BOT Tenepsp, 03upasich, OH MOHSJ, UTO y3Kasl YJI0UKa
ocTaJiach 1103a/14, a BIIEPe/IU YK€ BUJEH (DOHTAH, a ClipaBa Maja-
eT TeHb OT OarHu JlamOepTH, KoTopasi, Ka3ajaoch, yIIUpaeTcs B
cample oOnaKa.

— JoGporo Bam AHs1, CBATOM OTell! — KPUKHYJT KAaKOW-TO Yyma-
3bIii MasTbuHMIIKa, ¥ Opat JlopeHiio nepecran cmesiTbes. Bokpyr
OBLIIO CTOJIBKO JIIOJICH, UTO OCENT He MOT ObI TIOWMTH OBICTpee, 1axe
eciu Obl 3aXOTel.

— K uemy 3710 51?7 — pajiocTHO OOpATUIICS OH K TEeYaJTbHOMY
Mepxkyumo. Tor He OTBETHII, MPaYHO NOITISAAbIBAS BOKPYT.

— AX, Bot! Bcnomuui! MHe TyT faBeya crajio U3BECTHO, UTO
Kamynertu cobupaercst ycrpouTh Mackapajn! A 3Haete, CHHbOP



Mepky1umo, noBoj, pajii KOTOPOro 3aTeBaeTcs MPa3IHUK ?

— Hy? — B3goxHyn Mepkyuuo.

— A neno B Tom, uto nipueskaet [lapuc, mononoi u 6oratsiit
POZICTBEHHMK KH351. DTOT MOJIOION YEJIOBEK XOUET )KEHUTHCS Ha
JLxynberte. [louteHHslit cunbop Kamynertu He CHIIBHO paj Ta-
KOM CTPACTH, MO3TOMY ITPUIyMaJl IBOMHYIO 3aIUTY: BO-TIEPBbIX,
Bcrpetut [lapuca mackapasiom, B KOTOPOM He Tak MPOCTO OyaeT
ornpenenuTh [IKyabeTTy; a BO-BTOPbIX, OH [T03BaJI BCEX KPacaBUIl
ropojia, pacCUUTHIBAs, YTO MOJIOJOMY UYEIOBEKY MOKET ITPUTJIsI-
HYTbCS Ipyras JIeBylIKa!

— W Tem camMbIM OH COMJIET 32 paAylIHOIO XO35IMHA, — 3a/1yM-
YMBO cKa3asl Mepky1uo.

— Ha-na! — xoxornyn 6par Jlopenio. — [ony4aercsi, 4to oH
HaJIeJ1 MacKy eni€ 10 KapHaBasia, KOTOPbIM CaM YCTPOHUT!

MepKyluro paccMesuics.

— Tenepp 51 Tebs1 monumaro, Opat Jlopenno! Jla yx, Xxopoin
nouteHHbll Kanynerru!

— A Bellb BIyMaWTeCh, CHHBOP MEpKylIMO, KaK 4acTo JIIOASAM
MPUXOAUTCS Y4acTBOBATh B TaKOM Mackapaje! BoT mbl ceituac
Ha [Tnomanu Tpas, rue MHO)ecTBO Jitoaen. Kaxiplid U3 HUX NpU-
IET TI0 KaKUM-TO HaJI0OOHOCTSIM, HO KaK e BCE HelpoCTO Ha
9TOM IuIomaau!

Mepkyio ycMexHysicsi, OoJibliie Jo0ysich peubto Opara Jlo-
PEHLIo, ueM i Ha moaer Ha [lnomanu Tpas.

— BoH Tam, Hanipumep, ctout MosiouHulia Mapra, Buaure e€?

Mepky1ro mpocien I1a3aMu 3a pykou Opara JlopeHrio, HO



HUYEro He OTBETUJL.

— [NonpoOyiite B34Th y HEE MOJIOKA B JIONT, U Y BAC HIYETO He
noinyuurcs. Opnako Ilyprmo, neaoMy JHAMHU TaCKAOIIEMY XBO-
pocT ¢ OMMKalIImX X0JIMOB, OHA HUKOT/IA HE OTKAXKET, €CJIU OH,
KOHEYHO, TIepe]] 3TUM COOIaroBOJIMII MOTPENaThCsl ¢ Hel HEKO-
TOpoe BpeMmsl. .. [IpOKIIATHI aMyp 3acTaBisieT 3a0bIBaTh €€ J0I-
T' 9TOTO MapHs U J1aBaTh B JIOJIT BHOBb U BHOBb! A BOH JIuzer-
Ta — JOYb HAIIETO JIy4Illero OOOUIIMKa — TUXast U CKPOMHasl Jie-
BYIIIKA, BO BCEM OECIPEKOCIOBHO CITYIIAIOINIAsI CBOETO TPO3HOTO
orua. Kcratu, BBl 3HaKOMBI € €€ oTHOM?

— Oborimukom I'pumanbaom?

— Jla, oH caMBbIii.

— Mep3kwuii tur. [Tonxaaum 1 0OMaHIIIVK.

— Bot! M 31O TOJIBKO TO, YTO 3HAeTe O HEM BBI, XOTS, CHAET-
Csl MHE, Bbl HE KaX[Iblil IeHb C HUM OOLIAIUCh. A CO CBOMMU JI0-
MAIlTHUMHU OH YKaCHO keCTOK U TpeboBaresieH. Tak Bot JIuzerra,
THXas U ckpoMHas JIuzerta, ObIBaeT, yoeraetr HOUbIO Ky/a riasa
IS JIAT.

— 910 Kak?

Mepkyl1o BHUMATe/IbHEEe MPUCMOTPENCS K TOHEHbKOU [ie-
BYIIIKE, CKPOMHO OIYCTUBUIEW JJIMHHBIE PECHULIbI.

— OHa I0BOJIBHO BMIOOUMBAs 0c00a, U YKpacTh €€ Ha HOUb He
COCTaBJISIET OOJTBIIIOTO TPya. DTO YKe yIaBaJIoCh CIEIATh U IOHO-
My PacTtu, NOMOIIHUKY Ky3Hela, YTO BEJET CBOE JIEJIO MOJ MO-
crom Ckanurepos, u OynouHuky [Tummo, skeHa KOTOporo Hario-
MHHAET TBIIHYI0 ¥ PyMSHYIO OylIOUKY, U 3HATHOMY YIH, OOJb-



IIOMY, KCTaTH, OXOTHUKY JIO KE€HCKUX MPeJeCTell. ..

— A BaMm J10BOAMJIOCH? — €[Ba CJBIIIHO ¥ OBICTPO CIPOCHII
Mepkyuuo.

— MHe?! 3a koro Bbl MEHsI pUHUMAETe, CHHbOP MepKy1uo!

— 3a ciykuTess LIepKBU, KOTOPOMY U3BECTHO CJIUIIIKOM MHO-
IO IPEXOB TOpoXaH BepoHsl.

— He Ttax yx 1 MHoro!

— MHe cTpanHo Jaxe MpearonokUTh, CKOJIBKO Obl Bl €I
MOIJIM COpPBaTh MAacCOK Ha CEroAHSIIIIHEM MacKapaje, eciu Obl
cIepXKaJics ¥ He 3a1aJ1 CBOM BOIIPOC.

— Ha sToii miiomaau ecTb 101, FPeXu KOTOPBIX MOKPITHI 1JIs1
MEHS1 TYMaHOM HEM3BECTHOCTH.

— Kro, Hanmpumep?

— la xoTs1 OBl BB, CHHROP MepKyIHo.

— Kak xe tak, 6par Jlopenno? boioch, Bam W3BECTHBI BElllH,
32 KOTOpPbIE B aJly YK€ JIaBHO AyT MeHs!

— O! [laBaiite He OyaeM MpeyBeInInBaTh Ballly TATY K MO3HA-
HUIO 3TOro Mupa!

— He nymaere ke Bbl, YTO €CJIM MACKy INpUMEPSET LEJIbII
XpaM, a He YeJIOBEK, TO. ..

— Mosuute! — 3ammmurnen Ha Hero MoHax. — Ml yxe npuexain,
BbLIE3aKTE !

MepKy1ro MOCTyITHO CIPBITHYI, a BOT TydHOMY Opaty Jlo-
PEHLIO MPUIUIOCh MOBO3UTHCS, CIYCKAsCh C MOBO3KU CIUHOM
Briepén. OTKyaa-To nproekaiy JBa MOJIObIX MTPUCITYKHUKA, 3a-
O0TSICh M O MOHAXE, M O MIOBO3KE C OCIIUKOM.



— Ioiinémre! — noBonBHO Tpyd0o Mo3Bai Opar Jlopenrio Mep-
KYIIMO 3a COOO0M ¥ cTaul B30MPaThCs K rprudpOHaM IJIaBHOTO XpaMa
B Bepone.

— Bpsa v Hac Mor KTO-TO CIbIIIATh, — CHOKOMHO OTO3BAJICS
Mepky1uo.

— He nymaro, 4to Ham ciietyeT IpoBEPATH 3TO ONBITHBIM ITy-
TéM. .. [Ipn BCEM yBakeHUM K BaM, CMHbOP MepKyuo!

— Kak Bam Oyzet yrogHo! — cormnacuiicsi Mepkyimo.

[1o MpaMOpHBIM CTYTEHSIM OHH B30IILIY B [IPOXJIAAY U CYMPaK
Xpama, MPOIUIA MEXAY POBHBIMU U IyCTHIMU CKAMbSIMU BEJIH-
YEeCTBEHHOT'O 3aJ1a Y MPUKJIOHUIM KOJIEHU TIepe/l N300paxeHusI-
My Xpucrta u [leBbl Mapuu. MoHax nocrain u3 pykaBa Y€TKH, 3a-
KPBUI I71a32 U, IIerya 4TO-TO HeBPa3yMUTEIbHOE, OBICTPO Tepe-
OupaJt iepeBsiHHBIEC IMAPUKU OJIMH 32 IPYTHM.

Mepky1mo yxe JaBHO He MOJIMJICS, CUMTast 9TO 3aHsATHE Oec-
TN0JIE3HBIM, 4 MHOTAA JaKe U CMEIIHBIM JielicTBreM. [la, OoH mpu-
KJIOHSLJT KOJIEHU B XpaMe, XOJIMJI Ha UCTIOBeIH (HO He K Opary Jlo-
PEeHII0), ObIBAJI Ha CITyXk0ax, HO JIeJIaJl 3TO TOJBKO ITOTOMY, YTO
€ro He MOHSIM Obl BCe OCTaibHbIe kuTen Beponsl. [loatomy
Mepkyuumo tepnen.

Bbpar JlopeHno 3akOH4YMII CBOIO MOJIMTBY, MOJTYa NOAHSLICA U
TMOIUIENICA K TEMHOM CTEHE Xpama, U3 KOTOPOU TOPYAJIO KOBAaHOE
KOJIBIIO, HA KOTOPOM OOBIYHO OBLT 3aKperiieéH (aken. JlopeHio
YXBATWJICS 32 3TO KOJIbLIO U, IPUJIOKKB BCE CBOM CUJIbL, TIOTAHYII
ero Ha cebs1. Konblio omycTuiock, a Iiact CTeHsl PsijIoM CO CKpe-
JKETOM IOAAJICS BHYTPb.



— Wnute nepBbiM, He CIOTKHETECH! — ckazan Opar JlopeHrio.
Mepky1ro ObUTO He HYKHO TIPOCUTD IBaXbl. OH JIETKO MPOTHUC-
HYJICSI B TEMHBIM IIPOEM, CIeJIal Mapy LIaroB U A0XKAJICsI CBOETO
crytHUKa. Kak To1bk0 OHM 00a OKa3aIMch Ha BUHTOBOW JIECTHH-
e, yXOIsilel BHU3, CKPEXEeT KAMEHHOW CTeHbl BO3BECTUII, UTO
CTE€HA BCTaJIa Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Bui Tak sierko 3anoMHum ctynenu! — Bocxuruics opart Jlo-
PEHLI0 1 MepKyLMo M0 roocy MOHsUI, YTO MOHaX J0BOJIBHO Ce-
PbE3HO OT HEro OTCTaJs, CIYCKasiCh BHU3.

— BBl Tak ¥ HUYETO HE CKa3ad O YyMe, — HaloMHu1 Mepky-
1THO.

— A Bac, Kak s IOCMOTPIO, I0BOJIBHO CEPbE3HO 3aHMMAET 3Ta
TeMma. ..

— BHITh MOXET, COH-TpaBa M30ABUT MEHsI OT UHTepeca K T0-
JOOHBIM TeMaMm, HO TIOKa BbI 1paBbl, Opat Jlopewtio. Tak yto Tam?

— B Bepony npuzer yyma, — HEMHOIO IOMEJIUB, CKa3ajl MO-
Hax. — B 3TOM HeT HUKaKUX COMHEHMIA.

— U kak MbI OyaeM 3aiuminarbes?

— Kak 00BIYHO, — B3/I0XHYJI CBAIIIEHHOCTYKUTETb.

— U kak mbl 3anpinaeMcst OObIYHO?

— Tpycoctblo, penaTenbCTBOM U PAaBHOLYILHUEM. . .

—To ectp?

— N36eraem Bcex, KOro KOCHYJIaCh UM MOXKET KOCHYThCSI — T10
HAallleMy MHEHMIO — [1€4aTh CMEPTH.

BunTOBas jecTHUlla MpUBeIa UX B KOMHATy, TYCKJIO OCBe-
HIEHHYIO OJIHUM-ETUHCTBEHHBIM (pakeiom. Cama KoMHara Oblia



KPOXOTHAs1, CTEHBI €€ ObLITM BHUIOXKEHBI KPACHBIM KMPITHUOM, T10-
TEMHEBIIIM OT CBIPOCTH M KOIOTH, a psijioM C pakeaoM ObLia
MaccHBHas JiepeBsiHHasA ABepb. bpat JlopeHno nogomen Kk aton
nBepu. B ero pykax MenbKHYJI MAaCCUBHBIN, O1eCHYBIIUN cepel-
poM kJiiou. Pazpaiicst 1s3r oTBOpsieMOro 3aMka, a 3aTeM JABEpPb
pacniaxHynack. OHM BOILTA B JOBOJBHO OOJBIIYI0 KOMHATY C
JOBOJIHO BBICOKMM IIOTOJIKOM, OCBEHIEHHYIO JIIOCTPOU C COTHIO
CBEYEH, CO CTOJIaMHU OKOJIO CTE€H M IocepeauHe KOMHaThl. [IBa
KHIJKHBIX 1IKada, 3aBaJICHHbIX KHUTAMU B IOPOTUX MEPETLIETaX,
CTOSITH CIIpaBa U cyiea oT ABepu. CToIIbl ObUIM 3aCTaBICHBI CTEK-
JISHHBIMM CKJISIHKaMHU.

— Urak, Bbl IpuHECIN HEOOXOAUMOE? — XMIITHO CIIPOCHI MO-
Hax.

— Pazymeercs, — yemexnyicsa Mepkynuo. OH TyT ke AOCTas
TPSANUILY, pa3BEpHYJ €€ Ha OHOM U3 CTOJIOB M MOKa3ajl HeOOb-
II0M ITy4OK TPaBbl C (PHOIETOBBIMU LIBETKAMHU.

— Ha, — BeiHEC cBOW BepnuKT Opar Jlopenio. — Hukakux co-
MHEHUU: BaM yAQJIOCh JOCTaTh COH-TPaBy !



S Komku, COH, CMepPTh

— Hukak He mMory noHsTh, — IJIABHO Hayasl TUIECTH OYepe.-
HyI0 6ecery MoHax JIOpeHIo — 4To 3acTaBisieT Bac yacaMmu Mpo-
CHKMBATH B TyXJIOM MOA3EMENTbE, YTO Mbl UMEHYeM J1adopaTopu-
eil? Heyxenu Bac Tak TSIHET 3HATh TailHbl Muposganus? Jloau,
noI00HbIe BaM, CHHLOP MepKyIHo, TPeAroYUTaI0T BUHO | JII0-
OOBb. ..

— Yro s cnwiiry, apyr JlopeHio! — Becesio oto3Bajics Mepky-
0. — Bbl n0o kazeete 0 TOM, YTO BBIOPAJIHM MyTh CITyXKEHUS
TBopiry, 1100 3aBUYyeTe TeM, KTO MPedaéTcsi CMEPTHBIM Ipe-
xam?

— Jlymaio, MHe He B IIOJIHOU Mepe yJaJloch IepejaTh CyTh CBO-
€l MBICJIH. ..

— Jla BCE BaM yJasioch, MepeCTaHbTe 3aHyAHUYATh !

MepKylro TOJIBKO CMOTpPE, KaK TOJICTBI MOHAX JIOBKO OpY-
JYeT CKJISIHKaMH, BECAMU C TUPbKaMU U HOKOM.

— Ecam Bbl NOH I MOIO MBICTIb, — BKPAJUMBO ITpoaoskan Jlo-
PEHIIO — TO, BO3MOXKHO, Bbl TO3BOJIUTE MHE Y3HATH OTBET?

— l'ocnionu, Opat Jlopeniio! CKOMbKO JIET Mbl C BaMU 3HAKO-
MBI ?

— JeBarp, cunbop Mepkynno.

MepKyIio ¢ IIIyMOM BBIZIOXHYJI, KaK OyATO ObI OT Yero-To
ycTall.

— Hey:xenu Bbl He 3aMETHIIN, YTO UMEHHO UHTEPECYET MEHs !



— 1 pUCKHYJ PEANONOKUATh, CUHBOP MepKyLHo. ..

Hekoropoe BpeMs OHU MOJTYaIN.

— Hy tak puckyiite! — morpe6oBan Mepkyimo, BCIUIECHYB py-
KaMHU.

— 4 momH10, KOT/1a BIiepBBIE YBU/IEN Bac B taboparopun. [Tom-
HIO, KaKK€ BOITPOCHI BbI 33aBAJIH. . .

— Bpar JlopeH1io, BbI TAHETE KOTA 3a XBOCT!

=

MoHax OCTaHOBHJICSI M CTaJl OIJISIIBIBATCS BOKPYT CeOsl.

— Bpar Jlopenno! I tak cka3aji, mOTOMY 4YTO BBl OYEHb AOJITO
noaxoauTe K oTBeTy! Bbl JOIKHBI ObLIM OTBETUTH HA MOU BOITPOC
MUHYT 3JaK IATh TOMY Ha3aJ, HO BbI IO CUX IOp YelIeTeCH!

JlopeH110 npekpaTuil Bce IBUKEHUS U TOIBKO YaCTO MOPral.

— Poxaiite 6wicTpee! — morpedoBan MepKyIuo.

— DTOo BBIpaKEHUE TOXE HE HAJO0 MOHUMATh OYKBAJIBHO, CH-
HbOp Mepkyuo?

Mepky1uo 31ucs.

— INonumaiite kak xotute! Tak BBl 3aMeTHIIM 0OIACTh MOUX
VHTEPECOB?

— MHe kaxercs, CMiHbOp MepKy1HoO. ..

— Utak?

MepkyL1o CTOsUI ¥ B YITOP CMOTPEJI Ha MOHAaxa, HEMBIM YKO-
poMm TpeOys OTBeTa.

— 51 ocMenoch NPEeAnoNIoKUTh, UTO BaC MHTEPECYIOT JBa SIB-
JIEHUsI 3TOTO MUpaA. ..

— Bobi HaOmogatenbHb, CJIOBHO OCEN! — 1aJl BOJIIO CBOMM UYB-



cTtBaM MepKyuuo.

— CmepThb U CHBI, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3as JIopeHio, jaxe He 3ame-
TUB OCKOPOUTEIHOTO BhiNaa Mepky1uo B cBoi aapec. — [Ipas-
I, 1 CKJIOHEH IIPEATIOIOKUTD, YTO HA CAMOM [IeJIE BAM MHTEpEC-
HO TOJIbKO OJHO M3 3THX SIBJIEHWI, HO Bbl BUIUTE HEKYIO CBS3b
MEXy HUMH, TIOITOMY HCCIelyeTe OfHO 4epe3 napyroe. 51 Obl
CKazaJl, IO MPUHIIMITY MOA0OUSsI ¥ YACTUYHOTO COOTBETCTBUSL. . .

— Kak e 105110 Bbl JOOMPAIUCh 10 YMHBIX CJIOB! — BOCXUTHUII-
¢ Mepkyuuo.

— VYMHBIX CTIOB He ObIBaeT, — pe3KO M OBICTPO MPOM3HEC MO-
Hax. — Bce 3HaueHus cnoBam NpuaaoT ogu. Bor onn — monu —
OBIBAIOT ITYNbIMU M YMHBIMU. HO MBI HEe 00 9TOM, BEPHO, CHHBOD
Mepkymmo? BepHsl i1 Mor HaOoIeHUs?

— BbI ipaBbl, MOM Ipyr! — BOCKJIMKHYI Mepkynno. — 4 B ca-
MOM JIeJIe UHTEPECYIOCh TAWHOW CMEPTH U AyMal0, YTO COH SBJISI-
€TCs HEKUM CXOXHM SBJIEHUEM, U3Y4UB KOTOPOE, 1 MOTY IIpU-
OM3UTHCSA U K IJIABHOM 3arajike.

— Yro0 xe B cMepTH 3aragoyHoro? Heyxenu Bbl He IOHUMaeTe,
YTO CMEPTh €CTh KOHELl CYTH BCETO CyIIero?

— BummMo, MHE CTOUT yTOUHMUTH CBOIO MbICb. CaM Iporuecce
YMUPaHUA MEHs1 He CWIIbHO uHTepecyeT. Ckopee, MHE UHTEpeC-
HO TO, YTO MPOUCXOIUT ITOCJIE CMEPTH.

— Ho Benp CsimenHoe [Tucanue nmogpoOHO pacckasbiBaeT 00
9TOU cTOpoHE cMepTH? Bbl He HaxoauTe cBeaeHus u3 CBALLEH-
Horo [Tucanus BepHbIMU?

— 4 HaxOKy X BepHbIMHU, Opar JIOpeHII0, HO HEeIOCTATOYHO



W3YyUYEHHBIMU U OT 3TOI'O COBEPILIEHHO HEYIPABJISEMBIMHU. . .

— BbI X0THTE yNIpaBIATh CMEPTHIO? !

MepKyuo nojgymali, 4to He MOXKET ONpPEAEIUTh N0 MHTOHA-
MK BOITPOCA C KaKUM cooOpakeHrem Opar JlopeHrio 3a1ai 3Tot
Bonpoc. YauBi€H? Bo3smymEH? Bo3MOXKXHO, CUMTAET POUCXO-
Jsiee cymMacOpOICTBOM U B OyIyIieM cieflaeT Tak, YTOObl OH,
Mepky1mo, Oosbliie He OKa3aics B Jabopatopun?

— 41 Hruuero He umeto nporus CesieHHoro [ucanus. . .

— Ifomorure MHe ornpeaeuTb, CMHbOP MepKyIIHO. ..

C 3TuMM cI0OBaMU MOHAX OCTAHOBMJICS, HOX M TMPbKM IIpe-
Kparwiu cBO€ aeukeHue. bpar JlopeHuo pa3sepHyncs k Mepky-
IO HECKOJIBKO HEJIPYKeT0OHO (Kak MoKa3aJioch MOCIETHEMY ),
OmrcTast Ie3BUEeM HOXKa C 3eJIEHBIM COKOM.

— Hukak He Mory moHSTb, — Me[IIEHHO TIpor3HocHI Opar Jlo-
PEHIIO, — Bbl TSIHETE KOTa 32 XBOCT WU poxkaere?

Mepky11o He BbIAEPXKAT U PACXOXOTAJICSA, COTpsICast BOKPYT
ceOs1 BO3MyX, Tuiamsi (poHapsi ¥ 3aTXJIbIiA BO3AYX MojiBaia. MoHax
OCTaBaJICSl C MPEKHUM BbIPAXEHUEM JIMLIA, TEPIIEIUBO OXKUIASA
OTBeTa.

— $I maBHO He MoTyyYas Takoro YAOBOJIbCTBUS OT Oecebl, Ipyr
Jlopenno! Bripens 51 Oyny yutuBee ¢ Bamu, 51 odemniao!

— BsI Tak roBopute, cuHbOp MepKyI1no, OyATO BBl MEHSI YeM-
TO 00UAENH, a 51 BaC MOTOM MPOYYMII. DTO HE TaK, CMEI0 Bac yBe-
puth. [laBaiiTe BepHEMCS K OCHOBHOM Teme Haieii 6ecenibl. OHa,
CMEI0 BaC YBEPUTh, KpailHe UHTEPECHA /1JIs MEHSI.

MoHax MoBepHYJICS CIIMHOM U CTaJl HAJIMBATh BOAY B CTEKJISIH-



Hble KOJIOOUKH, OCTABUB HOX B CTOPOHE.

— Urak, — ycrano B3A0OXHYJ MOHax. — Mbl OCTAaHOBWJIMCh Ha
TOM, 4TO BbI UCCJIE/lyeTE CMEPTh KaK sIBJIeHUE. Buanre Hekoe co-
oTBeTcTBHE U noiodue cHa u cMepTH. [lycts! Tak Bl xoTHTE Ha-
YUUTBCS YIPABIISATh KAKUM-TO MPOLIECCOM IOCJI€ HACTYIUIEHUS
cMepTu? YK He XOTUTE JIM Bbl HAYYUTHCS MONAAATh B Paid, MUHYS
BCE TO, YTO Ha3Ha4eHO borom ajis yenoBeka?

— Her, Opar Jlopeniio. I Hu B KoeM cilydae He Mocsraio Ha
BJIaCTh bora onpenensaTs KOMy U Iie HAXOAUTbCs. MeHsl B 3TOM
CMBICJIE UHTEPECYET KU3Hb.

— Kak xe 3107?

— 4 Xxouy *xuth, noporou aApyr! f He Xouy ymupars.

— To ecTb BBl HE XOTHUTE MOKHUIATH STOT MHUP BOOOIIIE?

— Bcé BepHo, Opat JlopeHiio. DToT MUp MHE HACTOJILKO Hpa-
BUTCSI, YTO 51 COBCEM HE XOUy MOMNaAaTh B KAKOU-TO APYTOW...
Brl yBepeHbl B TEX MPONOPLUSX, YTO BBIYUTAIH B TPAKTATE STOTO
apaOCKOro aJIXMMHKa?

Mepkyuuo 3amMoiyai, Okuaasi, YTo Ha 3TO CKaKET MOHAX, HO
TOT HUYEro He roBopul. ITpocTo paccTaBiisil CKIISIHKY C 3€JIEHOU
BOJIOM B psA. CKIISHKM OTJMYAIMCh APYT OT Jpyra HaChIIEHHO-
CTBIO 3€JIEHOTO 1IBETa. BCero CKISTHOK OKa3ajioCh MATh.

— Bol xotute moGenuTh cMepTh, — ckaszan opar JlopeHio, u
MepKy1I1o OITSITh He YJIOBUJI MHTOHAIUIO CBOEro codeceJHUKa. B
3TOT MOMEHT Ha CTEHaX MOSIBUINCh TEHU, KOTOPbIE UHCTUHKTHB-
HO 3aCTaBWJIM NOJNOXKUTh MEpKyIIMO NepyaTKy Ha PyKOSITh IIMa-
TU.



— Kak B 3TOM Bam moMoraroT cHbl? — He oOpaliasi BHUMaHHS,
MPOAOJIKAT MOHAX.

— 4 BUKY, UTO COH M CMEPTh — JBE CTOPOHBI OIHOTO SIBJIE-
HUSI, — OTBETHJI MepKyluo.

— Bor kak?

— NmenHo Tak!

— JlaBaiite He OygeM 0OCyXJaTh COOTBETCTBUSA. [IpnbOIM3m-
TEJILHO 51 IOHUMAIO, YTO Bbl MHE oTBeTUTe. JlyuIle pacckaxure
0 TOM, KaK Bbl padoTaere co cHaMu. YUTo BHI Jeaere?

TeHelt cTajio TP U OIHA U3 HUX PHIBKOM OPOCHIIACH TaK, UTO
Opar JlopeH1io Oosbilie He MOT He 00paIlaTh BHUMAHUS Ha TBO-
pUBIIIEECs] BOKPYT.

— JI>xoBaHUHU? — TIOBBICUJI TOJIOC MOHAX.

— Ia, 6par JlopeHnrio!

N3 TeMHOTHI nosiBUIach (pUrypa B KaIlIOIIOHE C JJTMHHBIMU
oJIaMH TEMHOTO OayiaxoHa. [I’KOBaHHM TOJOLIEN OJIMKE, MOJIAT-
BEHHO JIepKa PYKHU B paliOHE IPy/Iu.

— Thl BecbMa KCTaTh! — MOXBAJIMII CBOETO MOYUHEHHOTO Opar
Jlopenno. — IMogoxau HeMHOro!

[Ipu3pak B TEMHOM KMBHYJI U OTIUIBLI K CTEHE, OTKY/Ia U BbI-
IIe.

— IIpopomxute, cuabop Mepkynuo!

— TyT s AOMKEH CKa3aTh, YTO CHOBUJIEHUSI, KOTOPbIE BUISIT
JIIO/IA, TIPEICTABJISIIOT COOON 0COOBI MUP.

— Homyctum.

— B 3TOM Mupe He MOXeT OBITh TEJIO, TOJBKO JIyIIIA.



— laBaiiTe s 9TO MOKa MPUMY 3TO KaK TMITOTE3Y.

— W Gynere coBepIieHHO MpaBbl!

— Bor kak?

— Ia. Bunute 1, B X0[ie CBOUX OIMbITOB s MPUIIET K BBIBOLY,
YTO 3TO HE COBCEM TaK...

— Bor Tyt He nonumaro, cuabOp Mepkyrmo! 1o mdo Tak,
00 He TakK.

— Ha nanHOM 3Tane Moux MCCleJOBaHUM 51 TIOHSLI, YTO MOTY
OIPOBEPrHYTh STy UCTUHY.

— MHe KaxeTcsi, WIu 51 eMCTBUTEJIHHO CIIBIITY HEYTO HEBEPO-
satHoe?! [lo3BosnbTe, 51 A0IKEH Bac CIPOCUTH HAMIPSIMYIO: BbI CUM-
TaeTe, 4To TeJIO MOXKET MEPEMECTUTHLCS U CYIIIECTBOBATh B MUPE,
IJ/Ie CYIIECTBYIOT TOJIBKO JyIIN?

— Ha, oren JlopeHuo. IMEHHO 3TO 4 1 UMEIO B BULY.

MoHax B 3alyMUMBOCTH 3aII0KaJ I36IKOM. MepKyI1I1o A0pOro
Obl [1aJ1 32 TO, YTOOBI Y3HATh, YTO TyMAeT IO MOBOAY YCJIbIIIIAH-
HOT'O ero cOOeCeJHUK, HO TOT MOTYAJL.

— Okaxwure JII0Oe3HOCTh, CHHBOP MepKYIMO, U3JIOKHUTE CBOIO
rurnoTe3y 1eaukom! MHe KaxeTcs, UTo s CIIBIITY YTO-TO HeBepO-
ATHOE!

— C ynoBONbCTBUEM, XOTSI TO JOBOJIBHO JOJTUI pa3roBOp.

— 51 6ymy TOTOB Bac CIIyIaTh CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO IMTOHAIO0UTCS,
na u JI>KoBaHHU HUKYJa He TOPOIUTCS.

— CeropiHs s ckaxy 00 TOM KpaTko, — cKazai MepKy1iumo. —
Korpa cinyunrtcs, Mbl BEpHEMCS K 9TOMY pa3roBOpy, U 5 C yIO-
BOJILCTBHEM TIOBE/Ial0 BaM moapooHocTH, 6par JlopeHrio!



— buaropapio Bac, cunbop Mepkyimo! Wtak, s BeCb BHUMA-
Hue!

— [Ipuxonuiock 1 BaM BUIIETh, KOT/Ia KaKOW-HUOYIb KOT CH-
JUT HA OJHOM MECTE, BCMAaTPUBAETCS B ITyCTOTY, a IOTOM BJIpYT
(bpIpKaeT wiM MUMNKT, a UHOTJIA BCKAKMBAET B OOEBYIO CTOMKY,
IIPY 9TOM B3JbIOMBAsI MIEPCTh TaK, OYATO €ro ceflyac pasopBET
W3HYTpH HeBeAoMas cuiia’?

— Ila, npunomuHaio Takoe! — yneiOHyJIcS MoHax. — Korna s
ObLT MaJIBYMIIIKOW, TO MeHsI 3a0aBJIsIO TAKOE MOBEJCHUE ITUX
JKUBOTHBIX !

— V¥ koiek BooOIIe JOBOJIbHO MHOTO CTPaHHOTO TIOBEJCHHUSI.
Buzenu 1 Bbl Kak OHU XOAAT [0 KAPHU3aM Ha COBEPILIEHHO JII0-
001 BBICOTE, COBEPIIICHHO He MCTIBIThIBAs CTpaxa naaeHus? Kak
OHHU YMYJIPSIIOTCSI BCTaTh HA BCE YETHIPE JIATIbl, KTO OBl M KaK Obl
YX HE IIBBIpHYJ?

— Bcé€ 310, HECOMHEHHO, JTI00OMBITHO, HO S TIOKA He TOHUMAIO,
K Y€MY Bbl KJIOHUTE?

MepKyluuo yXMbUIBHYJICA:

— Kolku He JiesaioT Takue Bely B 3ToM mupe. OHU JestaioT
3TO Tam!

—I'ne «tam»?

— B ngpyrom, norycropoHHem mupe. B mupe rpés, cHOB u
CMEpTH.

— 41 He noHumalo Bac, gjoporoi Mepkyiuo!

— [Mocnymaiite, Opar JlopeHno! B Tom Mupe Hemb3st ynacTb
M Pa3OHThCS, TTOITOMY KOIIIKa NepeMeIaeTcsi B TOT MHp, a To-



TOM CTyINaeT Ha y3KUU KapHU3 U UAET 10 HEMY B COBEPIIIEHHOM
6e3omacHocT. B TOM MUpe HeT BpeMeHH, II03TOMY OHa BCerja
ycneBaeT BCTaTh Ha YEThIpe Jianbl. B ToM Mupe ecTb 4To-TO, 4TO
MOXET MOSIBUTBCA 3€ECh, TPSAMO CPEIU HAC. DTO YTO-TO HE CIIO-
COOHO MPUYMHUTD HAM BpPEJl, HO OJMH JIMIIb BHUJ] STOTO CBOIUT
KOIIIKY C YMa U 3aCTaBJIsIeT MPUHSATH CaMblii O0EBOH BHJI, HA KO-
TOPBIN OHA TOJIBKO CHOCOOHA.

Mepky1no rotoB ObUI MOKJISICTBCS, YTO YYBCTBYET CTpax, KO-
TOPBII MCHBITAJI ITPU 3TUX cJIoBax Opat JlopeHiio, XoTs Ju1o Mo-
Haxa OCTABAJIOCH CHITBIM M HEMHOI'O 33JyMYMBBIM, A IJIa3a Ie-
YaJIbHBIMU, KaK U1 MUHYTY Ha3ajl.

— He nymaro, 4ro Bamm c1oBa MOXKHO JOKa3aTh WM ONPO-
BEPrHyTh. DTO, BO-TIEPBBIX, — OTO3BaJICs Opat JlopeHio. — Bo-
BTOPBIX, £ MIOKA HE MOHMMAI0, KaKO€ OTHOILIEHUE BCE 3TO UMEET
K CMEpTH.

— A BOT 3TO caMoOe€ CJIO)KHOE, — B3A0XHYJ Mepkyuumo. — Ec-
JIM COBCEM KPAaTKO, TO MOJIy4yaeTcsl BOT TaK: BO CHE JIIOAU MO-
I'YT BCTPETUTBCSA C TEMHU, KTO YIIEN B MIHOM MUP. MHe 10BesIoch
y3HaTh UCTOPHH, T1Ie STU YMEPIIUe COOOIAIN HEUTO TaKOe, YTO
TaK WIA WHAYe MPOUCXOIWIO B 3ToM Mupe. Wiu, ecim xorure,
MHOI/IA CJIyYaloTCsl CHbl, KOTOPBIE CPEAM HAC ITPUHATO HA3bIBATh
BELIVMH.

Bpar Jlopenuio momnuan.

— KoneuHo, BBl MOKeETE CKa3aThb, YTO 3TO BCE IIPOUCKU [IbSIBO-
Jla, — cKazaa MepKyluo 1 yMOIJIK.

— CoH-TpaBa NO3BOJISIET BaM BbI3bIBATh BEIIME CHBI, — HETIPU-



BBIYHO PE3KOM MHTOHAIIMEW U jaxe OyaTo Obl HE CBOMM TOJIO-
coM ckazai Opar JlopeHito. — U BbI vIuTe TO, YTO MO3BOJIAT BaM
YIIPaBJISITh COOOW B 3TOM CaMOM BellieM CHe?

MepKy1io He CMOT YIepKaTbCsl U XUTPO YIBIOHYJICS.

— Yro X, 3TO AEUCTBUTEIILHO UHTEPECHO !

Hanbrre 6par JlopeHiio mogo3Bai k cede Opara J’xoBaHHM:

— DTU CKJISTHKYA HAaJJ0 BCKUIIATUTB, ApYr Mor! OHM MOTYT 1Iu-
NeTh, 2 MOT'YT BU3kaTh, IyCTh TO Bac He myraer... He qymaro,
YTO BCKUIIAT OHHM OBICTPO, HO 51 XOUy, YTOOBI Bl BUJIENU BEChH
npouecc... W ewme: nozoBure MeHs cpasy ke, Kak TOJIbKO XOT:
ObI OTHA U3 HUX HAYHET 3aKUIMATh.

— 4 Bc€ caenato, Opar JlopeH110! — OTBETHUJT KaIIOIIOH.

— Janbire BBI cipaBUTECh 0€3 MeHs? — cripocrsl MepKyIuo.

— Ja, 51 Haiiy Bac, Kak TOJIbKO KBUHTICCEHITUH OY/IyT TOTOBHI !

— Yro xk, 3aliMych MUPCKMMHU J€JIaMH, TIOKA CMEPTh U CHBI
TOTOBSITCS B CKJISIHKaXx !

— D70 KakuMU xke? — ycmexHyJcst opat JlopeHrio.

— Bamm coOpatbst mouemy-To IMEHYIOT UX TPeXamMH.



6 benBoJmo

MepKyL1o CIUIIKOM NOTOPOIMIICS BBIMTH U3 XpamMa: COJIHLE
CBETWJIO Y€ BOBCIO, a IUIa3a MOCJe MOA3EMHOIO CyMpaka IpH-
BBIKAJIM K COJIHEYHOMY CBETY OTHIO[b HE MIHOBEHHO. YEpHble
1 (PUONIETOBBIE KPYTH MOIUIBLIM BOKPYT MepKyL1o, M03TOMY OH
OCTaHOBWJICA U 3JI0 BBIPYTaJICs.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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