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He npocTo kUTh B CypOBOM Marn4ecKoM MHUpE TeM, KTO HE TaKOM KaK BCE, TEM,
KOTO CUMTAIOT CTPaHHBIMU. M3-3a cCBOEro HEOOBIUHOTO J1apa, Japa MpeABUIeHMS,
IJIaBHasA TEPOMHS 3TOrO POMaHa BBIHYKICHA MUPUTBCA C OTCTPAHEHHOCTBIO U
XOJIOMHOCTBIO OKPYKAIOIIUX U JIpy3eu. Jlaxe e€ poauTenn OTBEPraiT 104b U3-3a €€
CTPAHHOI'O HEMPEICKA3yeEMOT'0 J1apa, ONPEIEINB AEBYIIKY B aKAIEMHUI0 MArH4eCKUX
ucKyccTB. M3BeuHbIMM criyTHMKamu HUKCassu1bl CTAaHOBATCS OQUHOYECTBO U
HenoHnmanue. Ho BCE MeHseTcs, Korna B €€ )KU3HU MOSBIISIETCH €IUHCTBEHHASA
BepHad noapyra Cannpa. U Bc€, Kaxercs, Hayalo HaJlaKUBaThCA B KU3HU
Hukcasmibl, moka e€ mogpyra BAPYr HE UCUe3aeT. A 3aTeM JIeBYIIIKY HAYMHAIOT
MOCEIATh KYTKHE BUICHUS, B KOTOPbIX OHA BCTPEYAET €r0, TAMHCTBEHHOIO U
crpaitHoro. OH OJIMIIETBOPSIET CaMblil TyIIEPa3AUPAIOIIUI €€ KOIlIMap, Be/lb OH

HE KTO MHOU, KaK MEPTBBIA BOMH, HEKUTbh, TUY.ITOT POMaH - HEKOE MPOAOIIKEHHE
Tpusoruu "Cangpa.llyts mara". Ho 31ech r1aBHBIMU TeposiMu OOy T Ipyrue
MEPCOHAXKU TPWIOTUU. DTOT POMaH nocesieH noapyre Canapsl, Hukcasme.
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dauHa JlyneBa

Bo3.1100JiIeHHas MepTBeIa

IIpoaor

Huxcasiana

Kak ckBO3b nesieHy TyMaHa s BIJISIIBIBJIACH B OKPYKAIOIIUI MeHs nei3ak. fl 3Hasia, 4To CIulo.
Otkyna s 3Has1a 3107 He 3Hat0. Ho nonumania, uto 310 cod. Ho Torga mouemy e s Tak OTYETIIUBO
Bcé omymana? Vam 3To oMHO U3 OYepeIHbIX MOMX BUJICHUIA?

Her, 310 OBIJIO SIBHO HM TO W He Apyroe. 51 SICHO YyBCTBOBAJIa CHIPOCTh M T'YCTOTY TYMaHa,
XOJIOJHBIN BETEeP HA MOMX TOJIbIX CTYITHSIX U TUIEYaX, TaK KakK 51 CTOsLIa JIUIIb B OJJHON TOHKOUN COPOYKeE.

Bapyr apiMka BOKpYr MeHsI Hauajia pacCeMBaThCsl, U 51 yBUJIENA, YTO CTOsLIa HA BHICOKOM XOJIME,
a 9yThb HUXE MEHsI pacrojiarajiack HeOobIas goivHa. W Bes 31a nonvmHa Obuia yeTiaHa MepTBHIMU
TeJIaMH JIofIeN, 31b(OB, OPKOB U JIPYTUX CYHIECTB. Sl OIyTH/Ia HEBHIHOCUMOE 3JI0BOHHUE pasjiararo-
IIelics TUIOTH, a BBICOKO B HeOe KPYKWIIM CTaul CTEPBSITHUKOB, pa3pe3asi CBOMMH MPOH3UTEIIbHBIMU
KPUKaMH 3Ty 3JIOBEIYI0 TUILIUHY.

— O 6oru, — 4yTh CIBIITHO BBIOXHYJIA I, U CaMa MCITyTrajiach 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOTO roJioca.

3TO COH, TO BCETO JIMIIIb COH. §l MOBTOpPsiIa 3TU clloBa cebe CHOBA M CHOBA M OYEHb XOTesa
MPOCHYTKCSI, HO HE MOIJIA.

3aTem BAPYT BCe CMOJIKJIO BOKpYT. M B 3TOM IeMsIel Ayly THIIMHE, U3 TIIyOMHBl TyMaHa,
MOSIBUJIOCh YeTBepO BCaJHUKOB. OHU ObUIM YepHBI KaK HOYb, MX KOHU OBUIM 3aKOBAHBI B YEPHYIO
JIATHYI0 OPOHIO, a B MYCTHIX INIA3HUIIAX UX YEPETOB CHST KPOBABO-KPACHBIN CBET.

S cnoBHO OKaMeHesna, He MOIJIa MOIIEBEIUThCSA. A B 3TO BpeMsl 9TU YETBEPO BCAAHUKOB IPH-
OmkaTuch Bee Onvke U OJvke KO MHE, a s BCe TaKKe He MOIJIa CIBUHYThCSI C MECTa.

Cesrbie 6oru! OHM ke MeHs 3aMeTST. MHe ObUIO CTpAITHO JI0 KYTH, TaK KaK 5 yKe Havasa
JIOTaIbIBAThCSI, KEM OHU SIBJISUIUCD.

Bapyr onuH U3 BCaJHUKOB CHENIUIICS COBCEM PsIJIOM CO MHOM, HO, KaXeTCsl, MEHsI HE 3aMeTHJI.
S1, mpuiarast TMTAHUYECKHE YCUIIWS, TIOMHSIA PyKY K CBOeMY JIMILY, U 3a)Kajia poT, YTOOBI 3aTTyIIUTh
CBOU UCTEPUYUECKHE BOILIU.

OH OTKWMHYJT KaIoIIOH CBOETO TUIalla ¥ MHE TIPeACTall yKacHbIM oOnuK jmda. Lot geperr,
TEeMHbIE BIAJIbIE IIEKU, KPOBABbIU CBET I71a3, M COBEPILIEHHO TrOJIble KOCTSIIKY MaJIbIIeB, HA KOTOPbIE
OBbLTM HAHU3AHBI JIPArOlICHHBIE TIEPCTHH.

S uyTh BCXJIMIMHYJIA, MPOAOIKAS 32KMMAaTh CBOM POT JIaJIoHbI0. VI BAPYT 1Y MOBEPHYJT B MOIO
CTOPOHY CBOIO T'OJIOBY.

KpoBb oTmma 0T Moero Jimiia, a 1o TeJly MCHOBEHHO IMpoOeskalia IpokKb ykaca. DTOT KyTKUN
MepTBeLl CMOTpPEJI IPSIMO B MOM I71a3a, M B TO K€ BpeMs Kak Obl MIMO MEHSI, WU JIa)Ke CKBO3b.

S momaBmia B cede ouepeJHON BCXJIUI U ITPUTAUIIACK.

K stomy nmuy nopoiuesn Apyrou, Takoil e OTBPaTUTEIbHBI U KyTKUA. OH MOJIOKUI CBOIO
KOCTJISIBYIO PYKY Ha TJIEYO CBOEMY TOBAPUIILY Y TIPOCKPUTIEST CTPAITHBIM 3arPOOHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Yo ¢ Tobo#, Ixynuan?

[NepBbIit 1Y, 9yTh KAYHYJI TOJIOBOY M TIEpeIEPHYIT TJIeYaMu, Kak Obl CTPSIXUBasi OIeTICHEHUE.

— Tak, nmokaszajioch, — OTBETUJI OH 33 yMUYHUBO.

— Bpewms, Opar, — mporoBopu Bropoi g, — [Topa!

[TepBblit 4y, o uMeHu JXynuaH, BBHITSIHYJ PyKY BIEpel JaJOHbI0 BHU3, PACTOMNBIPUAI CBOU
KOCTJIsIBbIE TIAJIbIIBI, M HAYaJla MEJIJICHHO MMOJHUMATh €€ BBEpX. A JaJblIIle. ..

Jlanplie cydnaoch HEYTO KOUIMAPHOE, BHIBOPAUMBAIOIIEE AYIIly OT BCEMOIIOLIAIOIIETO YKaca.
Tosnrel MepTBBIX HaYaIW MOAHUMAThCs. Hexxutb! Bokpyr 1 moBcoy ObLila HEXKUTH!

— Aaa, — 3akpuyJaia s B UCIyTe, KOT/Ia BCS 9Ta MepTBast TOJIA Havaia MpuOIMKaThCs KO MHE,
MPOTATUBAsE KO MHE CBOU THUIOIIUE PYKHU.
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[epBblii MY epHYJICS U COeall ac pyKou, U s BCsl CIIOBHO 3amepiiaia. f omycria Ha ceds
B3IVISI/T M YAMBWIIACh YBUIGHHOMY. Bce Moe Teso CJIOBHO COCTOSIIO U3 KaKOHM-TO cepeOpucToil Mep-
LAIOLIEN JIBIMKU.

JInu xasHO Briepy1 B MEHS CBOM YCTpaIIAlOUINiA B3IJIsA .

— 371ech KTO-TO €CTh, — IPOIIIeJiecTe OH, MPOOUPAIOIIUM JJO MypallieK, FoJIocoM, — $1 4yBCTBYIO
YTO-TO.

OH npoTsAHYJI K MOEMY JIMITY CBOIO KOCT/ISIBYIO PYKY M Y2K€ IIOUTH KOCHYJICS eil Moeil 1ieku. U. ..

Sl cuibHO NepHYJIach... U celia B KpoBaTu. BoKpyr MeHs Obula MpUBbIYHASE 0OCTAaHOBKA MOEH
KOMHATBl B UMIIEPCKOM aKaJleMUU Marum.

— Hexutb! — rpoMKO 3aKpuyana si, BHITUpAsl CJe3bl U TOT CO JIOA CBOMMHM [POKAIUMHU
pykamu, — O, 6oru! TToBciomy HEKUTB!

B xomHaty BopBasiuch Mapu 1 D510Ha3/1b 1 JTACKOBO CTAJIM MEHSI YCIIOKauBaTh.

— Hukc, ycriokoricst, — 3anpuuuTaia IoHa, — TO BCEro JIMIIb COH.

— Tebe mpocTo MpUCHWICS KOIIMap, — MOMIaaAnWiIa MeHs 1o rojoe Mapu, — Ceituac crpax
pasBeercs, ¥ Bce Oy/IeT XOpOIIIo.

I'naBa 1

Bech nenp s xoguna B 3agymunBocT. C TOro MoMeHTa Kak mpomnana Mosi oxpyra Canppa,
9TU KOIIMapHbIe CHbI ydacTuimch. Ho cerogns Bce namenunoch. Ceityac st MIOMHIIA KQXKAYIO JeTalb
3TOro HOYHOTO KomMapa. [lo ceromHsmHei Hou, 51 Bceraa 3a0biBajia BCe TO, YTO MHE CHIIIOCH. [a,
s TIPOCHINANACh B CJIe3aX U YTO-TO OOpMoTasia, Jaxke Kpudaia. [JeBouky yacto MeHs YCIIOKauBaJIH.
W xaxapiil pa3 51 3a0bIBasia CBOU CHBI, KaK OyATO OBl X U HE OBbLIIO BOBCE.

Ho cerognas uto-to m3meHmnoch. 1 moMHMIA BCE, BCE 1O Menbyadimmx mogpoodHocteid. Ho
0COOEHHO s TIOMHMJIA 9TOTO XKYTKOTro MepTBela ¢ umeneM [xynran. OH nmoytu KocHyscst MeHs. U
MOYEeMY-TO s ObLIa YBEpeHa, YTO 3TO ObLIT HE TIPOCTO COH.

[NocTeneHHO TPEBOrM HOYHOTO KOIIMAapa OTITYCKAJIM MEHsI, 3arOoJHssl TPEBOraMH HACYIIIHOTO
aus. CaHzipa mpomnania, ¥ 3T0 O4YeHb CHIIbHO OECIIOKOMIIO HAC ¢ IeBOYKaMu. HUKakux BecTeil Mbl He
nonyyanu. Kypartops! xonunu camu Ha cebs1 He moxoskue. 1 He comHeBanach, uto CaHjipa KuBa, Tak
kak 1o maeHno CebacthsiHa HopToHa, 3T0 OHa mpu3Bajia CBOE OpyXkue, OOJIBIIE ITOTO CAeTaTh Obl
HHUKTO HE CMOT.

Sl yunnace, TbITasiCh XOTh HEMHOTO 00y3/1aTh CBOH Jap BUAEHUS U nipeaBuaeHus. [1o MHeHMIO
MOUX yuuTeseH, 51 0071a/1a1a HEeBEepOATHO CHITBHBIM JJAPOM, HO TIPUPYYHUTD €T0 U 3aCTaBUTh €ro pado-
TaTh MO0 MOEMY JKEJIAaHUIO Y MEHsI HUKAaK He TOy4asioch, Kak Obl sl HU OMJTach.

B akanemuu Bce yxe 1aBHO Ipo3Bayii MeHs «YnkanyTtast Hukcu», s1 He obukaiack, MHE ObUIO
BCE PaBHO.

JlomMa MHe ObUIO He Jierde, MOsi CEMbsl HE BBIHOCHJIA BHE3AITHBIE TPHCTYIIBI IPOPHIBA MOETO
napa. B Takue MOMEHTHI s MOIJIa BBIIaTh COBEPIIEHHO HEBOOOpPA3UMBbIE BEUIH, IJie YTOAHO M KOMY
yroguo. OTell 1 MaTh peryJsipHO Baaaiu B OemeHcTBO. CKOIbKO MPHEMOB U 0aJioB sl HICIIOPTHJIA,
CKOJIBKHMX BBITOIHBIX KEHMXOB OTBAIMJIa CBOMMHU HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMbIMH MTpe/icKa3zaHusMu. Popurenu
MeYTaJI MOCKOpPee BhIAATh MEHS 3aMyK C OOJIBIION BHITOIOW JISl HUX, HO KaXIbIA MPETEHIEHT Ha
MOIO PyKy OyKBaJbHO CBEpKaJ MATKAaMH, KaK y3HaBaJl O MOeM jape BuaeHus. KoneuHo, komy xe
3aX04YeTCsl UMETh B JKeHaX Ty, KOTOpast B JTIOOOM MOMEHT OyleT 3HaTh O Tebe BCE, BCE TBOM ACJIHIIKU
1 UHTPYKKUA. OKOHYATEeNIbHO TIOHSIB, YTO BHIJATH 3aMYK MEHs HE MOJYUYHUTCS, POIUTENN TPUHSLIHA
€IMHCTBEHHOE BBITOHOE /U1l HUX pellleHHe OMpeNeSuTh MeHsI B aKaIeMHIO MardeCKUX MCKYCCTB,
TaK KakK $1 y’Ke CTAaHOBMJIACH JIJIS1 HUX TSDKEJION 00y30M.

Bouta nu g paccrpoena takum perieHueM mMoux poxputeneii? Her, Hu ckonbko. C camoro fer-
CTBA, HAIIIM OTHOIICHUsI HOCWJIM TPOXJIAAHBIN XapakTep. A BUHOW TOMY SIBJISUICSI ONSITh-TAKU MOW
aap, KOTOPBIA MEPUOTUYECKH MTPOPHIBAICS HAPYXKY, MyTras OKPYKAIOIIMX CBOMMH BBICKa3bIBAHUSIMH.
CHauasia Bce JyMaJli ¥ CUMTAJIM MEHS YMaJIMILIEHHOM, YMCTBEHHO oTctanoi. Ho onuH 3ae3:xuil Mar,
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MEHsI OCMOTPEB, COBEPIIEHHO OIpE/IENICHHO 3asiBIJI, UTO s SIBJISIOCh OIAPEHHOW, M J1ap MOW ObLT
OYeHb PeIKUM, MTPeABUICHHE.

[NoctynuB B akasemuIo, st OynTo Obl BEIPBAIach X TEMHUIBL. S BiepBble MOYYyBCTBOBAA ceOsI
noma. § Havyasa XKUTh MOJTHOW KU3HBIO O€3 HOTAIWIA, OepPrUBaHUI U YIIpeKoB. f Oblia ogapeHHas,
Y HAaKOHEII-TO s 3HaJa, IS Yero xKuBy. $1 yumnack u crapanach padorats Hag coOoi. [Tomyyanocs y
MEeHsI 9TO He OYeHb, HO BCE-TaKU KaKhe-TO CABUTHU ObLIH.

C npyspsimu y MeHsl ObUTO Tsikesee. He Kak1oMy ObLIO MPUSITHO CIIBIIIATH IPYOYIO MpaBay U3
Mowux ycT. Ho pasBe 51 Obula BUHOBaTa, YTO B CAMBIN HEMOAXOAIIMNA MOMEHT, U3 MEHsI MPOCTO (POH-
TAHOM IPOPHIBAIUCH KAKUE-TO MPaBIUBbIC 1 OOUIHBIE (Ppa3bl. DTO BCe MO HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMBIH 1ap.
WHorna s1 1axe KOMy-TO 4TO-TO MpeIcCKa3biBajia, HO TYT ke 3a0biBajia 00 3tom. [loapyru 3akarsiBaam
171232, KTO-TO CHJIBHO OOMIKAJICS ¥ JIOJTO TIOTOM CO MHOM HE pa3roBapuBall, KTO-TO PYTajcs U Kpuva
B OTBET, HAXO/IMJIUCh JIA)Ke TaKKe, KOTOpPbIe XOTEIH MOOUTb.

[TocTreneHHo OKpy:karolye MPUBBIKATM KO MHE TaKOW HeMpaBUJIbHOU U cTpaHHOW. Ho HUKTO
HE XOTeJl CO MHOH JpyXUTb. B0 00MIHO.

Takke HUKTO He XOTeJl )KUTh CO MHOU B OfIHON KoMHate. Kaxkayio JeByIIKy, KOTOPYIO KO MHE
TIOJICEJISUIN, XBATAJIO THS Ha JIBA — TPU. 3aTeM OHa CO cJie3aMu yoeraia mpoub K KOMEH/IAHTY € TIPOCh-
60i1 0 mepecenenun. Tak MpooKaIock ABa roga. 3a 9To Bpems s 6ojiee MeHee CMOIJIa TIOAPYKUThCS
JIMIIIb CO CBOMMM COCEJIKAMU U3 COCEeTHEN KOMHATBHI, Mb(UIKON DIIOHAITH U 3eIbeBapoM Mapu.

DnoHa3b OblTa CBETIION Mb(PHIKOM TOBOJIBHO BHICOKOTO MpOoHUCcXokAeHHs1. OHa OTHOCHIIACh K
TOH KaTeropyu JIeByIleK, KoTopasi Oblla Ha BCE CTO MIPOLIEHTOB OIAroNpUCTONHA U TIOCITYIIIHA CBOMM
ponutesisiMm. OHa MeuTasa IoCKopee BHIATH 3aMYK, HO TIOCKOJIbKY y He€ OOHAPYKUIICS Aap K Maruu
jieca, pOIUTENU OTIPABUIM €€ YUUThCs B akaaeMHio Maruu. [lomuMo Marum jieca DiioHa Jesana
0coObI yIOp Ha OBITOBYIO Maruio, TAK Kak MeuTaja pajoBaTh CBOMMH YMEHHUSMH BECTH XO3SHCTBO
cBoero Oyayiero Myxa v ceMblo. OHa He OblIa HA B KOTO BITIOOJIEHA, J1a U JKeHUXa 1o e€ cIoBaM
POIUTEIH TIOKA €l ellle He MOJBICKAJIM, TaK KaK OHa OblIa ele CHIIbHO Mojiofa. Y 31b¢oB BOOOIIIE,
BCE CUMTAIMCh JETHhMH BIUIOTH O TPUALIATH JIET, TaK KaKk OHM ObUTM yCJIOBHO OeccMmepTHbl. Hy, TO
€CTh CaMU YMepeTh OHU He MOIJIM, HAPUMeEP OT OOJIE3HU MM CTAPOCTH, HO MX MOKHO OBUIO yOUTb,
HarpuMep OTCeUb IOJIOBY, UJIH TSIKEJIO PAHUTb.

Bropas most nogpyra, Mapu Byie, Obuta yeoBeUeCKOi JEeBYIIKON ¢ BECEIbIM XapaKTepoM
¥ XOpOIIMM 4yBCTBOM Iomopa. E€ Bcerna ku3HepaJloCTHBIN HACTPOW TOJHUMAJI BCEM HACTPOCHHUE
Y 3apsiKaJl TO3UTHBHOW SHepruei Ha Bech AeHb. OHa Obla U3 HeOJIaropoHON CEMbH TOPIOBIEB U
HEBEPOSITHO PaZioBAJIACh TOMY, UTO €€ NPUHSUIM B aKaJleMUIo. A yX Kak ObUTH pajbl €€ pOOUTeNH.
OmHa, Kak 1 e€ cocesika U rojpyra DJIoHa, TOKe MeuTasia MOCKOpee 3aKOHYHUTh aKaJeMUIO U BEPHYThCS
K CBOEH CeMbe, B POJHOI JIOM, U BOZMOKHO YAaYHO BBIUTH 3aMYK.

Onu ¢ D10HOW OUYeHb MOIXOAWIN APYT Apyry. S qaske HEMHOTO 3aBHIOBAIA UM, Kak Obl MHE
TOXE XOTEJIOCh OOPECTH TAKHUX JIpy3eu.

Sl rpycTiia u ckyuasia, MHE He ¢ KeM ObLIO TIOTOBOPHTH TIEPei CHOM, TIOEMThCS CeKpPeTaMH,
pacckasarb O TPEBOrax U MepekuBaHUSIX.

Ho Bce uzmenunsock, Korjga B 04epeiHON pa3, 3arjissHyB B CBOM XPYCTaJIbHBIN 1IAp MpeBUIe-
HUS, 51 YBHJEJa 30I0TOBOJIOCYIO AEBYIIIKY, KOTOpasi ¢ 3ayMUYMBBIM B3IJISIIOM Jiexkasla Ha COCEeIHEH
KpOBaTH B Hamiell KomMHate. M TyT-TO s MOHsIA, YTO HAAO JeaTh. Sl KMHyIach U3 OOIIEKUTUS B
[JIaBHBIN Y4eOHBIN KOPITYC U B OTHOM U3 KOPUAOPOB 5 BCTpeTmia e€, Canapy.

C Toro JHs, Bce M3MEHWIOCh B MOel Ku3HU. $1 Buaena u 3Hasia, 4yTo oHa ObuUta apyro. He
TAaKOM, KaK Bce Mbl. Bpozie Ob1 00bIYHAS UesioBeuecKas JeBYIIKa, HO B TO ke BpeMsi ObUIO B HE UTO-
TO TaKOEe, YTO-TO HEOIHCYeMOe, HeYJIOBUMOe. A YK KOT/a s y3Hasla 0 €€ HalpaBJIeHHOCTH B Maruu, s
BOOOIIIE TIOTepsiia Aap peur. BoeBoil Mar — MEHTaHCT, BOT 3TO Aa! A MOTOM BBISICHIJIOCH, UTO eIle
¥ HeKpoMaHT. 51 OblIa MMOKMPOBaHa erre OOJbIIIe.
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Ho camoe sipkoe BnieyatieHue 010, KOTAa OHa IIpUBeEJia B HAllly KOMHATY B KAYeCTBE JIOMAIll-
Hell 3BepylKy HexuTh! Tounee, 310 OblT ckeneT Kpbickl. O Ooru! [ momHIO, Kak s 3a0pajia Kak
Oe3yMHasi 1 BCKOYMJIa Ha KPOBaTb.

— Yro 310? — B3BU3THYJIA 1.

— Ipuser Hukc! D10 nomaninee 3aganue or Mopesi, — COBEpILIEHHO CIIOKOMHO, KaK HU B YeM
HeObIBasIO 3asBuIa MHe CaHppa.

— Aaa, tak oH TBOU? Torga nagHO. A TO s MOAyMasa, 4TO OMATh U3 SKCHEPUMEHTATBHON
JabopaTopry HEKPOMAHTOB cOeXKaM OECKOHTPOJIbHBIE MOAOMBITHBIE, — 51 HAYala HEMHOTO YCIIOKa-
MBaThCSl.

— Bor Te6e u momariiHee )KUBOTHOE, KOTOPOE He TaJ|T, — PACCMEsIaCh OHa, ThIKasl MAJIbIIEM B
MEpTBYIO 3BepyIIKy, — Thl e cama mpocuia!

—UYro? A7 Korga? — xJyionania st yIuBJIEHHBIMU TJ1a3aMHU.

$l Havasa cygopoXKHO BCIIOMUHATH, KOTJIa XKe 51 TAKOE MOIJIa CKa3aTh, HO HUYEro He MPUITOMU-
Hasioch. HaBepHOe, OnsITh YTO-TO JISAMHYNA U TYT Xke 3a0bUIa, OX YK 9TOT MOH Aap.

— TonbKO HE TOBOPHU, YTO COOUPACIIILCS €r0 OCTABUTH, — 320€CTIOKOMIIACK 51, — DTO e HEXKUTD!
Hexwurs! Tlonumaers?

— A s tuna cnenasi?! — TKHy/1a OHa MAJIbLEM B COBEPIIIEHHO T'OJIbIA CKEJIET.

Ona nocMoTperia Ha KPbICEHBIIIA, TOYHEE Ha TO, YTO OT HETO OCTAJIOCh:

— Bynems mens ciymarbcs? Hukoro He yKycHiinb?

CkeNeTuK ynercsi OKoJIo €€ HOTY ¥ BUJIbHYJT CBOUM JUIMHHBIM KOCTSIHBIM XBOCTOM.

— Ooo! Kak TporatenbHo! — TeaTpasibHO 3aKaTuia s 1jia3a, — TOJBKO HEe Ha/I0 OCTaBJISAThH €ro
3[IECh CO MHOM.

D710 OBIIO BOIUIOIIEHHE CAMOTO OOJBIIIOr0 MOEro crpaxa. Hudero s Tak cUIbHO He 0osyiach
B 9TOH XKU3HM, KaK HEXWTh. M HA/IO ke TAaKOMY CIIyUUThCS, YTO €AMHCTBEHHBIN YeIOBEK, KOTOPHIH
CMOT YKHUTBbCSI CO MHOI M CTaTh MHE HACTOSILIEW MOAPYIOi, OKa3ajach HEKPOMAHTKOW U MpHUBeEJia B
Hallly KOMHaTy HEXUTh. Dyyyy.

S mogaBua B cebe ouepeIHOM PBOTHBIN IMO3BIB U PEIIIa MMOCTAPAThCS CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOEH
dobueit. Ecm yx Cannpa Hanuia B cebe cria 3aKpbIBaTh I71a3a Ha BCe MOM HEIOCTATKH, TOTa U 5
JOJDKHA clienaTh 11 He€ mogooHoe. 1 cMupriack.

U BoT Teneps, Most eIMHCTBEHHAs Mofipyra rpomnaia. M s cHoBa ocTaiach OfiHa B 9TOH MyCTOM
KOMHATE U C STUMHU HOYHBIMHU KOIIIMapaMH.

I'naBa 2

JKynnan

— Ckaxu mue, CteaH, B YeM CMBICIT HAIIIETO CYIIECTBOBAHMS ? — CIIPOCHIT s OpaTa.

— 4 3aaio cede TOT BOMPOC Kaxkblil JeHb, Opat, — XMypo oTBeTi1 MHe CredaH.

Sl oKuHYJ B3MISIIOM OE3MOJIBHO CTOSIIIYIO BIEpEer MEHs TONIY HeXUTH. Kak ke HacKydmIio
MHe TIOI0OHOe cyiecTBOBaHHE. Mbl ObT MEpPTBBI, HO B TO ke BpeMs cyiectBoBaiud. Ho 310 He
ObLIO KU3HBIO.

Harte ¢ 6paTom oTBpaTUTeIbHOE CYIIECTBOBAHHE B BUJIE XOASTUMX MEPTBEIIOB HAYAJIOCh OKOJIO
ceMuiecsiTy JieT Ha3a[. Toraa Mbl ObUTH MOJIOABIMU ¥ aMOMIIMO3HBIMH MaramH, IJIyTIbIMU U CAMOYBe-
pEeHHbIMU coruisikamu. U He BakHO, 4TO MHe OBbUIO TOT/IA TPUALIATh, a OpaTy OBaIIaTh BOCEMb JIET.
Ternepp, O MPOIIECTBUM STUX CEMUAECATH JIET, MbI Ka3aJIMCh ceOe CaMOBITIOOICHHBIMU IOHIIAMH.

MBb1 Bo3oMHUIIM ceOsl BceX CHITbHEE U YMHee, U Hallla [ITyTiasi CaMOyBEPEHHOCTh ChITpajia C HAMU
3JIyI0 IIYTKY. MBI Tak CTPEMHJIMCh TIONACTh B TOPOJ MEPTBBIX, TOKOPUTH 3Ty MEPTBYIO ITyCTOIIb. YTO
XK, HaIlle )KeJIaHKe YaCTHYHO UCTIONHUIIOCH, TETIEPh MBI HABCET/IA OCTAHEMCS B 9THX MEPTBBIX 3eMJIsIX.
Bor yxe mpomuio ceMpIecsT JIeT, KaK Mbl BOJIOYEM 3TO KaJIKOe CYIIECTBOBaHME MEPTBEILIOB, 1 HUYTO
yXe He U3MEHHT 3TOrO.

Sl oTUeTIIMBO MOMHWJI JIeHb HaIllel CMEPTH, Kak Oy/ATo 3T0 ObLIO Buepa. MHe 3arOMHIIICS KaX-
OBl MUT, KaXAast eTaib. 1 Bumen, Kak naja Ha Moux ra3ax Credan ot meva peitiapsi cmeptu. bpar
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OBbLT OUeHb CHUJICH JIJIS1 IIPOCTHIX 30MOM, HO MPOTHB OTPsAA PhIllapeli CMEPTH, Mbl HE CMOIJIH YCTO-
SITh, HAIlIAa MarmyecKas CUJia UCCSKIIA, 32 STUM TIOCIIeIoBajia HACTOAIIas MACOpyOKa. S1 MOMHWII, Kak
Opocuiicsl Ha BBIPYUKY OpaTy, ¥ CHEC TOJIOBY MEPTBOMY phIIapio cBouM MedoM. Ho Jipyroii phitiapb
HAHEC MHE TOYHBIA yaap mpsMo B rpyab. S ymam psaom ¢ 6patoM, s BUIEN, Kak 3aMeIsIoch ero
JbIXaHUe, s caM yxke ObLT Moyt MepTB. Ho 3a MrHOBEeHHE IO TOro, Kak TMOC/eIHUe KallTh KU3HU
y’e IOYTH BBITEKJIA U3 HAC, HaJl HAMU CKJIOHWJICSI MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN JIn4. OH CHJION CBOEH MEPTBOM
MAaruu MoJHsT Hac, 0OpaTHB B ceOe MO0OHBIX.

OH pemm MOAYMHUTD HaC, CIeIaTh U3 HAC CBOMX BEPHBIX BOMHOB, CBOMX TMOCTYIITHBIX PaOOB.
Ho oH He mpomyMat ri1aBHOTO, MbI ObLITH OpaThsIMU, ¥ 9TY CBSI3b HE CMOIIM YHUUTOXKUTh HU CMEPTh,
HU oOparreHre B rdeil. Haima cBsi3b — 9T0 €IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO Y HAC OCTAJIOCh, €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO
HAIIOMMHAJIO HaM O KU3HH, YTO He TIO3BOJISIO COBCEM MOTEPATH OCTATKU pa3dyMa. DTO ¥ IIOMOIJIO HaM
OfI0JIETh MOTYIIIeCTBeHHOTO Jimda. Hac Obuto 1BOE, U, IEHCTBYS cOOOIIA U CJIAKEHHO, MBI ¢ OpaTtoM
yOMJTH 3TOr0 MEPTBOTO Mara, OTKa3aBIIUCh €My TIOMIMHSITHCA.

C Toro MoMeHTa, Hac octajoch yerBepo. CambiM crapimM u3 Hac Obut [abpuans Keppo, npu
KU3HUA OH OBUI POy, a TouHee TeMHBIM Thom. OH U caM yke He IIOMHUJI, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH OH
HAXOJWJICS Ha MePTBBIX 3eMJIsiX. OH He IOMHIJI CBOEU CMEPTH, He TIOMHIUI, YTO ObLIO rocyie Heé. OH
JIVIIITH TIOMHUJT, YTO OYeHb JJOJITO ero My4mJia JKakaa yOUNCTB v 9Hepruu cmeptu. [locie oOparieHus
OH OBLT OJIEP:KUM TOJIBKO OJHUM KeJIaHHEM YOUBaTh, yOMBATh U eille pa3 yorBarh. CKOIBKO KU3HEH
OH YHEC, M CKOJIbKO HEKUTH OH TIOHSUI, OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIIb Tpeanonarate. Ho co BpemeHewm, 3ta
ero TsAra MPOXOAWJIA, U OH BCE Yallle W Yallle TOBOPUI O TOM, YTO MEUTaeT, YTOObI HAIIeNICS yKe
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBII Mar, KOTOPOMY XBaTHT CHJIbl HAKOHEII-TO €r0 YIIOKOWTh, U €0 UCTep3aHHas TyIlia
MOKWHET 3TO OTBPATUTEIHOE MEPTBOE TeJIO.

BropbiM 10 cTapmmHCTBY ObUT YesioBeueckuii HekpoMaHT rpad Paymes Kepap e Pemsu. OH,
KaK ¥ MBI ¢ OpaToM, Takke IMOMaJ B IJICH CBOMX aMOUITUI U TJTyTIOl caMoyBepeHHOCTU. U BOT Terepb
yXe OKOJIO BeKa OH BJIAUKJI CBOE CYIIIECTBOBaHME B 0OJMKe Jinda. HecMoTpst Ha cBoe MepTBOe CyIlle-
CTBOBaHME, OH 00J1aJa)l HEyeMHOU TATOM K KU3HH, IyCTh Jake TaKou, B 00irKke MepTBena. FMiMeHHO
OH, He TMO3BOJIST HAM TPOWMM BIaJaTh B oTyassHue. FIMEHHO OH Jjayl HaM Hafek1y OOpecTy TMOKOM.
VmenHo OH packonas ApeBHUN Mb(PUIICKUIA MAaHYCKPUIT, B KOTOPOM FOBOPUJIOCH O KpUCTAJLIE TyIII,
JpeBHEM apTedakTe CUIIbIL.

U BoT, yxe Oojee TpUIIIATH JIET, MBI BCE UETBEPO OBbLITM 3aHATHI IIOMCKOM 3TOrO apredakra,
KOTOPBIN COIJIACHO JiereH ie 00J1a/1al CIOCOOHOCTHI0O OCBOOOIUTH HAIIIM MEPTBbIE AYIIU U YITOKOUTh
uX HaBeyHo. Kpucrain Mor Takke 0OCBOOOANUTH 3aTOUCHHBIE TYIIIH JTIOCH, YbH TeJla ObUTH UCTIONB30-
BaHbI JIJIs1 CTPOUTEIHCTBA MEPTBOTO TOPOJIA, Ubsl SHEPreTHKA OTPaBWJIA STy 3eMITIO, TIpeBpalas e€ B
MEPTBYIO ITyCTOIIIb.

Ho Bce 3T rofp! NOMCKOB ObUTH MOTPAYEHBI BITYCTYIO, KOTIa HAM OTKPBUIACH HCTHHA, YTO apTe-
(bakT ABUTCS TOJNBKO )KMBOM Mary ¢ 4ucTou aymou. OTyassHue ¢ HOBOM CHJIOW 3aXJIECTHYJIO Halllu
ucTep3aHHble Ay, Heyxenmu Bce TpUAIATh JIET MbI TOHSUIMCH 32 HEYJIOBUMOM TeHbio? Heyxkenu Bce
3TO BpeMsl Mbl IOTPATUJIH 3psi?

[aGpuanb coBceM OTYasICSH, OH YKe OIYCTUJI PYKU U MPEKPATUI BCAKHUE TMOUCKU, OH PABHO-
AYIITHO B3WPaJI HAa HAIIM TIOMBITKY, C TUXUMU TPUIUTAHUSAMHU:

— Bce 3ps, — roBopwit oH paBHOAYIITHO, — Hy BOT CKaXkuTe MHeE, I7ic Mbl BO3bMEM B 3TUX MEpT-
BBIX 3eMJISIX J)KMBOTO Mara, Aa emi€ u ¢ YUCTOn AyIIoun?

— Bpen Bce 310, — cornammaics ¢ HUIM MO# Opar.

Ho Paynb, ObUT He IPUKJIOHEH, OH TBEPAO BEPUJI, UTO Y HAC OBUI IIIAHC BEPHYTh KU3Hb B 3TU
3eMJIH, a ceOe TTOKOM.

— Her, npy3bs, — Kauasx oH CBOei T0JIOBOM, — BbI He TTpaBbl, XOTSI ObI IOTOMY, YTO MBI BCE-TaKU
CIBUHYJIUCH C MEPTBOU TOUKH. Terepb HaM M3BECTHO OOJIBIIIE, YEM PaHBIIE, 3TO YBEINIMBACT HAIIN
IITAHCHI HA YCIIEX.

Mens BOpyr oceHuna uaes.
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— 41 mpeanaraio, OTIPaBUTHCS K TPAHUIIAM IMYCTOIIH, TOJIBKO TaK Mbl CMOKEM MOHSITh, MTPABbI
MBI UK HeT. TONBKO TaM y Hac eCTb IIaHC HAKOHEI BCTPETUTh Toro Mara. [Ipesaraio Ha4aTh ¢ rpaHuil
¢ umniepueit Bponre.

I'naBa 3

Hukcasana

$1 BHOBB CTOs1J1a HA BBICOKOM XOJIME B OIHOM COPOYKE, ¥ MOM T'OJIbIe CTYITHH OLTYILAJIU IIPOXJIaLy
BJIQXKHOW 3eMJi U TpaBbl. Oniath con? Wnu ouepennoe Bugenue? Ho nmouemy *ke s1 CHOBa BCe Tak
OTYET/IMBO OIllyIaia?

[NocnpImancsi CTyK KOIIBIT, U 51 BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KK 3eMJISl CTaJla COTPSICATHCS MO/l MOUMMU
rOJIbIMU HOTaMU. $1 IOBEpHY/Ia TOJIOBY U YBUJIEIA IBYX JIMUEH.

— O 6oru, CHOBa HEKHTh, — IPOrOBOPHIIA S B OTYASIHUY.

JInun pubIMAKaIUCh KO MHE, a s1 BHOBb HE MOIVIA TIOIIEBEIUTHCS. DTO UTO, MOH IEPCOHAIBHBIH
kormap? Kaxeiii pa3 ogHo u 1o xe. Jla uto xe 310?

1 3aTamia qpIXaHue U OKOHYATENIbHO 3aMepria. MoxkeT, OHM MEeHsI He YBUIAT, KaK B TIPOIUIBII
paz?

— Topa, [JxynuaH, — MpOroBOPHJI OOVH M3 HUX. A s TIpo ceOsl Mogymaa, 4ro JIn4a ¢ STUM
MMEHEM sl BUjIeNa B CBOEM IPOIILJIOM KOIIIMape.

Bropoii iy cienait nac pykou, ¥ Bce POCTPAHCTBO OKOJIO HAC CTaJTH 3alOHATh MepTBbie. VX
ObLIIO MHOTO, HECKOJILKO COTEH. 3a4eM OHHM 371ech? §1 orisyienach BOKPYT U MOHsLIA, YTO 3TO Oblia
IpaHuUIla MEPTBBIX 3eMeJIb, TIOBCIOAY ObLiIa CJIOBHO BBIKIKEHHAsI Ha CONHIIE Oe3Kn3HeHHas crenb. [a,
BOT 3HAYUT, KaK BBHIIJISAUT MEPTBasi IyCTOIIb. A ykKe UyTb Jajiee, BUIHEIHCh 3eJICHbIE JTyTa U MOJTHBIE
KU3HU pourd. [la, 04eBUIHO, 3TO OBUIO MOrPaHUYbE.

3aTeM CHOBA MOCJIBIIIAJICSA CTYK KOMBIT HEOONBIIOr0 KOHHOTO OTpsija. $1 moBepHyna roioBy
BJIEBO U YBHUjIEJIa OKOJIO TPEX NECATKOB BCAJHUKOB, 3TO ObLIM UMIIEPATOPCKUE CONIATHI BO TJIaBe
C JIWTEHAHTOM U JIByMs cepkaHTaMu. OHU HEMHHYEMO IBHUTAJIMCh B MPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO JIOBYIIIKY.
Koraa oHr 000rHY M X0O/IM, OHM OKa3aJIMCh OK PYKEHbI TUIOTHBIMU PsIIaMU 30MOH. A TO, YTO HAYaJIOCh
MOTOM, OBLJIO MOXOXkeE HA KaKyI0-TO PE3HIO.

— O 6oru, — BbIIOXHYA 51, — Heykenu 3To Bce MpOUCXOOUT MO-HACTOSIIIEMY.

MHe B HOC yapwJl 3JI0BOHHBIH 3arax pasjiaraiolleicst INIOTH OT 30MOM U 3arax CBekel uesno-
BEYECKOH KpoBHU. 1 BHOBb 3axaiia ceGe JIaJOHBIO POT U MOJABUIIA PBOTHBIE TIO3BIBHI.

3aTem uepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs B JJOJIMHE TIOSIBIIICS e11le OIH HEOOJBIIION OTPsIIl BCAJHUKOB.
310 OBUIM HAEMHUKH, UX OBLJIO COBCEM MAJIO, IPUMEPHO IOKMHA, WA OKOJIO TOTO.

S yBuzena, Kak OAMH M3 JIMUEH chenasl HeOOJbIoe NBUKEHUE PYKOW, U OIUH U3 OTPSIOB
HEKWUTH 3alllell €33/ BHOBb MTPUOBIBIIMM BCATHUKAM U OKPYXKWUT MX. A nanbiie... S He moBepuia
cBonM 1azam. Tam Oputa Cannpa. OHa 4TO-TO SIPOCTHO KpHyala HAEMHHUKaM, KOTOPBIE CTPYIITHPO-
BaJIVCh 32 €€ CIIMHOW B HEOOJIBIITYI0 OOCBYIO KOJIOHHY.

— Canppa! — niporenitana st pagoctHo. Ho TyT ske Mosi pajiocTh CMEHUJIACh TPEBOTOM.

Sl Buzena, Kak MHOTO BOKPYT ObLJIO HEKUTHU TOJ, TPEJBOIUTENIHLCTBOM &K IBYX Jnueill. OHa He
CIIPaBUTCA, 51 3HAJIA ITO.

Omna miBbIpsiia MOJHUU U (paepOoIIbl U ellle KaKKre-TO 3aKJISITHsI, HO MEPTBBIX ObUIO CIIUIIKOM
MHOTO0. fI HepBHO Kycasa ry0y u Tepedusia najbliaMH MOkl CBOM COPOUKH.

— Canppa, noapyra, IepKUch, — MOBTOPsLIA sl CHOBA U CHOBA, BIVIS/IBIBASICH B 3Ty OOUMHIO.

OnuH U3 JInyen npoiesnecTe:

— Cwmotpu, [IxxynmuaH, MoJofasi Marndka, — poTSIHYJI OH CBOIO KOCTJISIBYIO PYKY, YKa3bIBasi Ha
Canppy.

— Ha, cunbHa. YuBUTEIHHO, XKEeHIIMHA — 00eBOl Mar. BuaaTts B uMmiepuu Jesia COBCEM IUIOXH,
pa3 OHM yxke Hauau 00ydyaTb 60E€BOMY UCKYCCTBY JIEBHUII, — PACCMESJICS JINY CBOMM HU3KUM 3arpoo-
HBIM T'OJIOCOM.
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Sl B oTyastHuM miepeBoAmMiIa B3DIAA To Ha CaHpy, TO Ha 3THX JABYX MEpPTBBIX MaroB. borwu,
MoXasyicTa, MouaguTe ee.

— Yo Oynem nenarb, Paynb? — oOpaTuiics K CBOeMy TOBApUIILy JIAY 10 UMeHH JIKynuaH.

Sl y)e HeMHOTO cTaja pa3nyarh STUX ABYX JIMUYEH 10 OJEeK/Ie U APArOlleHHOCTSIM.

— Huuero, noka nmpocro noHadmonaeM, — 0e3pa3andHo OTBeTHIT Payib.

51 y’xe coBceM MCKycasia CBOM r'yObl B KPOBb OT BOJIHEHUS U TIepekuBaHuiA. ECi Obl s XOTh 4TO-
TO MorJIa Obl ClIeNIaTh, XOTh KaK-TO MOMOYb cBoel noxpyre. Ho uro s morna? $1 Gputa GecreniecHbIM
IyXOM, XOTh U ObUIa YBepEHa Ha BCE CTO MPOIEHTOB, UYTO BCE 3TO JCUCTBUTEIILHO MTPOUCXOIIIIO Ha
camoM JieJie. 1o ObUT HEe COH, U HE BUJCHHE.

Kak s morna ouytuthest Tam, tae ceituac Obuta Canapa? Kak tak Beiio? M 31o onsate Mo
Jlap UTpaeT co MHOM Takue IIyTKU?

Sl BHOBB MocMoTpesna Ha rose 60s1. HexuTb Beipe3ana yxe Oosiee MoJoBUHBI OTPsiia UMITepa-
TOPCKHX COJJIaT. A BTOpasi €ro IMoJjIOBMHA yKe jKajlach K OTPsIy HAGMHUKOB, MPUKPHIBAs UX THU.
Ternepb KrBble ObUTA TIOJTHOCTHIO OKPYKEHBI OTPOMHBIM YHMCJIOM HeXUTH. U criaceHbst UM He ObLIO.

Cre3bl IOTEKJIM 110 MOUM IIeKaM, 51 yXke He CAepKUBajia pblaaHus. S 3Haja, 4To TOJIBKO 4y/I0
CMOJET CIacTH HX.

U Bapyr, 310 4y0 AeHCTBUTEIBHO TTpon30nuto. CaHIpa MpUMEHUIa KaKOe-TO CUTBHOE 3aKJIs-
THe, OT €€ PYKH TIOIILIN OCJIENIMTEIbHbIE OeJTble KPYTU, OHU KaK BOJHBI CHOCUJIH PsIIbI HEXXKUTU. MepT-
BbIE AN U yXKe He TIOHUMAITUCh.

— A, — 3ammesTy JIAId, TPUruoasch K CBOUM CKakyHam, — Marusi cBSIToro mpecrosa!
JleBUOHKA BJIaJIeeT CHITbHEHIIIMMU 3aKJIATUSMU CBITOTO TipecToal

Sl ynuBiIeHHO B3Mpasia HA MEPTBBIX MaroB, KOTOPBIX CKPYTHJIO M CKPIOYIJIO TaK, YTO OHH BXkKa-
JIMCh B KPYN CBOMWX Jiomaaen. M maxe UX KOHU MPUMATIH K 3eMJyie OT AeWCcTBUs 3akjsaTuss CaHJIphL.
Jlvuu SIBHO OBUTH BBHIOWTHI U3 KOJICH M YaCTUYHO JIEMOPAJTU30BAHBI.

S patocTHO M BOCXMILIEHHO BCIUIECHYJIA pyKaMM U 3ampbirayia Ha mecte. At ga Canapa! Ho
3aTeM MOU PaJIOCTHBI HACTPOW YJAETYUMJICS, KaK TOJBbKO 51 yBHjena, uyto CaHapa 3aBajwiach Ha
CBOEH Jionaau 1 ynaia ¢ He€. E€ TyT jke moaxBaTui Ha pyKHM KaKOH-TO MOJIOJIOW Y€JIOBEK U MpHKall
K CBOEW Ipyau.

A B 3TO BpeMsI JIMYM yKe TIPUXOIIIU B ceOsl.

— Heoxunanno. Becbma HeoxxugaHHO ! — mporoBopuJi 4 ¢ uMeHem Payib. M MHe nokasaiiocs,
YTO B €r0 CJIOBAaX MPOCKOJIB3HYJIO BOCXHUILICHHE.

— OmHa pacrparuia Bech CBOU pe3epB. Tenepb Mbl MOKEM PAaCIpPaBUTHCS C HEW B CUMTAHHbIC
CEeKYH/Ibl, — PaCCepKEHHO MPOroBopuI I yuaH.

— Her! — crporo Bo3pasun Paysnb, — Tl He mocmeens! B Heid ecth 9T0-TO 0cOOeHHOE. MBI
TOJIbKO MoHa0OMonaeM, He Oosee. 1 cam OTciexy e€ TaTbHeUIIHA My Th.

— 3auem oHa Te6e? OHa He MOXeT ObITh TOM, KTO HaMm HykeH. TobKo He xeHIuHa! — pa3apa-
&KEHO INpousHec JIxKyauaH.

— Kak 3Harb, Ipyr Moil, Kak 3HaTh, — 3aJyMUnBO npousHec Payiib.

51 ¢ uHTEepecoM BCIYIIMBAIACH B UAJIOT JBYX MEPTBBIX MaroB. 1 Obl1a 0OpamoBaHa, 4To OHU
He HaHeC/IM yaap 1o Moel roapyre, XoTs Mori. OHY TOIMAAUIH e€, OCTaBIIIU B kUBbIX. Ho Terepb
y MeHsI ObLJI0O MHOKECTBO BOIMPocoB. Kak Takoe MOIJIO IPOM30MTH, YTO HEXKUTh OCTABUIIA B JKUBBIX
LEJIBIA OTPSIZT CONAT U HAGMHUKOB, J1a erle u ogHoro mara? [loBeneHue 3THUX IBYX JUYed OBLIO
COBEPIICHHO HE TUMMYHBIM TSI HeXXHUTH. V3-32 3TOro y MeHs1 BO3HHK elI¢ BOMPOC, a TaK JIM YK HaM
XOPpOIIO ObLIIO U3BECTHO MPO JIMUYEH U UX 0cOOeHHOCTU? M UTO TAKOrO MHTEPECHOTO OHU YBUJIEIU
B Canppe?

I'nasa 4

JKynnan

1 ¢ pazapaxeHrieM HaOMIONAI, KaK BEDKHUBIITNE HAEMHUKY 1 COJIIATHI IIOKUIAJIH JIOJIMHY, YBO3S
¢ co0OH 3Ty CTPaHHYIO MOJIOAYI0 MarudKy.
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S BHIMATEIbHO BCMATpPUBAJICS BO BCE IPOKMCXOSAIIee, U 3TO pa3apakalo eie cuibHee. Het, s
He ObUT PacCTPOEH TeM, UTO MHE He YAaJIOCh YOUTh Ty AEBYIIKY, U TEM, YTO STH JIIO/I BEIKIIIU. MHe
6I>UIO IJiIeBaTh HAa 3TO, HEXKUTU U TaK 6bIJIO OYC€Hb MHOI'O Ha 3€MJIAX ITYCTOIIH. O™ MEPTBBIC BOWHBI
naJv, oTepst ObLIa He BEJIMKa, HAlAyTCs Apyrue. XOTsl, TP OrPOMHOM KeJTaHUH U 3TUX 51 CMOT Obl
TIO/THSATD, TIPOCTO CHJI MTOTPEOOBAJIOCH OBl BABOE OOJIBIIIE.

Ho Mens pazapaskasio camo HaxoXIeHUe 3/1eCh ITOM JIEBUIIbL, 1a erle 1 Mara. Kakoro gemMoHa
oHa 3a0blTa 371eCh, B MOrPaHUYbE, B HEMOCPEICTBEHHON OMM30CTH K MEPTBOW MYCTOIIIH, JIa eIle U
B oOmrecTBe Bcell 3tou compatau? OHa uTo coBepiieHHO Oe3ymHa? He moHMMaeT, HACKOJIBKO 3TO
MOkeT ObITh oracHo? [ymnas, riynas aeBouka. To, 4To OHa elle COBCeM JIeBOUKa, MHE ObLJIO OTYET-
BO BUIHO. HaBepHsika eIme ToabpKo mepBoe B3pOCieHUe MPOIILia.

S Bunen, kak e€ OecuyBCTBEHHOE TeJio MPHKMMaI K cebe KaKoW-TO mapHuika. M ot 3tou
KapTUHBI Y MEHSI CKJTUCh KOCTSIIIIKY MaJIbIIEB C HEMPUSTHBIM cKpuriom. Kto onu apyr npyry? PogHbie
NN .HIO6OBHI/IKI/I? O 6OFI/I, HUYECTO A TaK CUJIBHO HE XOTEJ B 9TOT MOMEHT, KaK CTaTb OJHUM U3 HUX,
OBITH KMBBIM, UYBCTBOBATH M OIIyIIaTh. Kak Obl MHE XOTEJIOCh MPUKATh K ceOe OJATIMBOE KEHCKOe
TeJIO, OIIYTUThb ero Terio U jacky. O, Kak e CUJIbHO s HeHaBHUJIeNI CBOe MEPTBOE CYIIeCTBOBAHUE,
9TO KOCTJISIBOE TeJo, Oe3KU3HEHHOE U He OpEeHHOe.

— BosBparmaiica B ropox IxynuaH, — mporopopuii Mae Payib, — A s monpoOyio oTcienTh eé
yTh.

— INouemy THI? A He MBI BMecTe? — CIIPOCHIT I €r0 pa3pakeHHO, BO MHe BCE elrle OyIieBasa
HEHaBHUCTh K caMoMy cele.

— ThI CITUIIKOM pa3pakUTeNIeH U IJI0X0 CAepKUBaeb ceOs. 1 moHnMal, Kak Tede CI0KHO
CMOTpETh Ha KVBBIX ¥ HE HEHABUJIETh BCEX BOKPYT U ceOs1 MEPTBOTrO. 51 uepes TO yKe MPOIIIEN.

¢l He Hamesncs, 4To ckazaTh Apyry Ha 31o. OH AEHCTBUTENBHO ObLT MPaB.

Sl emme 1OTO CTOST M CMOTpEI B Clie]l yaassioneMycst oTpsay. M BOT, Koraa ocrajcst CoBep-
IIIEHHO OJIVIH, sI YCJIBIIIAJT KAKOW-TO TOJIM BCXJIMIL, TOMM CTOH. COBCeM HeJIaBHO s yKe OIMyIIal YTo-
TO MOJOOHOE. MeHs yke He B IepBbIi pa3 MpecyieoBaio OLTyIIeHHe, YTO 32 MHOW KTO-TO HaOJI0/1a T,
OIYIIEHUE YbETO-TO NPUCYTCTBUA HE IIOKHUIAIO MCHA.

Sl BHUMATEILHO orrgael MpoOCTPAaHCTBO BOKPYI' MArvde€CKUM  B3IVIAAOM, U TOTOB 6])UI
MOKJIACTBCA, YTO Ha NPOTAKEHUUN HECKOJILKUX MUJIb BOKPYT HE 6])1}10 HU CIIPIHOfI KUBOU AYIINA. A st10
3HAYUJIO JIMIIIb OJIHO, KTO-TO MEPTBBIN ObUT psiioM. Bo3mokHO yeii-To ayx. Heyxenu nmpuzpak?

51 cnenan mac pykow M BJIACTHO TIPOM3HEC:

— Mmenem MepTBBIX, TIOKakHCh! 51 oBeseBaio Tede ABUTHCS MOEMY B30pY !

W Bapyr Hemaneko OT MeHs YTO-TO 3aMeprajio M 3acBeTWIoch. HexHo cepeOpucTast JpIMKa
crajia oOpeTaTh YeoBeuecKuil 00pas. S BHUMAaTeIbHO BIVISIBIBAIICS B IPEKPACHOE BUICHHE, TaK KaK
9T0 ObUT 00pa3 yAMBUTEIILHO IOHOW OJieIHOM JIeBYIIKU. HexHoe mpekpacHoe co3/iaHue, COTKaHHOe
13 TyMaHa.

— He Goiics MeHs1, MEPTBas JieBa, — CIIOKOWHO TIPOTOBOPUIT s 3TOMY IIPEKPACHOMY CO3IAHUIO.

AX, Kak *kaJjb, 4To oHa ObUta MepTBa. Kak KpacuBa, mpoCcTO YIUBUTEIBHO KpacuBa. DTU JIJIMH-
HBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, 9T OTPOMHBIE STHTApHBIE I71a3a, 3Ta OJie[JHast MpaMOpHas Koka, a Kakoe CTPO-
HOC XPYIIKOE TEJIO. 9THU HEXHBIE TOHKUE IJICYH, ITa I0OHaA NCBUYbA I'pydb, IIPOCBEYMBAIOIIAA YEPE3
TOHKYIO TKaHb COPOYKH, TOHKAA TaJIud, JJIMHHLIC CTpOfIHbIe HOXKMH.

— Tr1 HemaBHO TIOruOIa, ¥ TBOS yIa HEe HAIUIA YIIOKOeHHe? — CITPOCHJI I Y He€ COUYBCTBEHHO.

OHa IIOKMPOBAaHO OKPYIJIMJIA CBOU IJia3a M HEPBHO CrioTHYJMa. OHa cMOTpesa Tak, YTO MHE
COBEPIICHHO OBLJIO OUEBH/IHO, UTO OHA CHJILHO HamyraHa. A TouyHee, OHa Obljla HalyraHa, 4o s oopa-
THJICS K HEWl.

— 51 He MepTBa, — c1aBIeHHO MporoBopmwia oHa. O, Kak HEKHO 3ByYall e€ rojioc, s MOy
CITyXOBOE HacCllaXJeHue, 1a U 3PUTEITbHOE TOXeE.

— Thl COBEpITIIEHHO OUYEBUAHO MEPTBA, pa3 s CMOT BU3YaJIM3UPOBATh TBOM JyX, — MPOTrOBOPUI
s e, HACJaXAasiCh BUJIOM €€ MTPEKPACHOTO I0HOTO Tea.
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— Her, s npocro cIutio, a 3T0 BCe COH, — UCITYTaHHO IIPOroBOpuIia oHa, — MHe Ha/lo mockopee
MIPOCHYThHCSI.

Sl pemm MoOONUTH K Hel Oyvke, HO OHA, OYEBUIHO, MCIyTalach M MOMATHIACH OT MeHs. Ho
s1 ObUT ObIcTpee. Sl MpOTSAHYT K Hel PyKy M yXke TMOUTH KOCHYJICS €€ CBOEH pYKOW, HO OHa BIpPYT
3amMeplaja U pacTBOPUIIACh B BO3IyXeE.

— Bepuucs! — 3akpuyarn s, — KisHycs, s He npuduHio TeOe Bpeaa.

Ho otkyinka He ObUIO, Kak He ObLIO 1 e€. MoXkeT OHa MHE MPUBHIEIIACh?

I'maBa 5

Hukcasana

Sl mpocHynack B XonogHoM 1oty. Boru, urto ke 310 onsith 6b10? CoH wn s1Bb? OnsATh MO
Jap pelivI co MHOU MOUTpaTh B 9T CTPAHHBIE )KyTKUE Urpbl. HO pagoBasio Juiib OIHO, s OTYETIIMBO
MOMHMJIA KaXIYI0 JeTajlb MOero cHa. A ene s Buaesna B HEM Cannpy. OHa Oblia 1Ba, ¥ 3TO TJIaB-
Hoe. 5l HM CKOJIbKO He COMHEBAJIach, YTO 3TO BCE OBUIO MO-HACTOsAIEMY. MHe Kak-To yXke BO BTOPOM
pa3 ygajloch BBIPBAThCA 3a MpPEIesibl CBOEW TEJIECHOCTU U, MPEO0IeBasi OrPOMHbIE TPOCTPAHCTBA,
oKa3arbCd TaM, rue ObUIa OHa.

Becb neHb 51 Xxouia cama He CBOs1, M KQXKbIil Pa3 MBICJIEHHO BO3BPAIAIACh K SMM30/1aM MOETO
BusieHus. Jla, HaBepHOe, 3TO Bce ke ObUI0 MMEHHO BHICHHWE, a He COH. SI MCKpeHHe NepekuBasa
3a CBOIO TOZIPYTY, U BOT MOE CO3HAHUE HETIPOM3BOJIBHO M IOJCO3HATENILHO MOTSIHYJIOCHh TyAa, I1e
Haxoquaach ceituac oHa. U, yunteiBast HeCTaOUIBHOCTh MOETO Jjapa M ero HelpeiCKa3yeMoCTb, 3TO
OBLJIO BITOJIHE BO3MOKHO.

S cupena, nbITasACh COCPEOTOUMTHCS U 3aIVIIHYTh B MOW XpYCTaslbHbIN 1ap. Bapyr moii MuB
3aCBETHJICS, M KPACHBIM 3aropesioch COOOIIeHNUe: « IBUThCS CPOYHO B peKTOpaT». Moemy yIuBJIeHUIO
He ObUIO Mpefesa, BOT yXke TPH Tofia, Kak s 00yJanach B aKaJeMUM Marm4eCKUX UCKYCCTB, HO HU pasy
MEeHsI He BBI3bIBAJIM K PEKTOPY. 3a4eM s MOHaA00mIach Maructpy bianky?

[Mpuémnas ObLIa MycTa, 1 THXOHBKO MOCTyYaslach B KAOMHET peKTopa, a 3aTeM POOKO MPoCy-
HYyJIa B ILIEJIb CBOIO TOJIOBY.

— A, magemyasesb Jloya, — MaxHYJ pyKOW peKTop, IpUIalias BOUTU B ero KabuHeT, — [Iporry
Bac, nenu Hukcasmia, npoxoaure cmenee.

— JloOpwiit ieHb, — TIpoJieneTaia s, ciejlaB KHUKCEH.

Sl TonbKO ceituac 3aMeTnIa, 4To B KaOrHeTe pekTopa biaHka coOpanock ere HECKOIbKO Tpe-
rojiaBatesie, Cpeid KOTOpbIX ObLIM JieKaH (akysbreTa OoeBoil Marnu Kpucrodep Bopr, ero npuem-
HUK Dpuk Padasne, cekperapb pekropa dapuan Kpoy, npodeccopa Iuona Jlaite u Auape Mopeid,
a errie 371ech ObUT cam OpaT ummneparopa repuor OHope beprtbe. Bot 310 1a! U 3auem s noHaioomiach
CTOJIb BHICOKOMY COOpaHHUIO?

PekTtop BcTas co cBoero mecra , NpoKaluISIBIIMCh, TOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS CEPbE3HBIM B3IJIS1IOM:

— ¥V Hac K BaM ecTb HECKOJIbKO BOMPOCOB, MajieMya3senb Jloya. Bam 4uto-HUOYIb U3BECTHO O
MECTOHAXOXJIEHUU CBOEW MOAPYIU U COCEAKM MO KOMHATe BUKOHTecCH Auecanpel Banepuu Anu-
cbe?

S moGneqHena ¥ BHUMATEIBHO TIOCMOTpEJIA Ha JIMIA MYXKUHH. §1 3aMeTusa, Kak HaxMypHJICS
u comrypuiics Padasine, a Dapuan BaApyr BCKUHYI OpOBU M HE3aMETHO OTPUIIATEIbHO TIOMOTAI MHE
rosioBod. Takxke OoT MeHsI He YKpPbUIOCh HeJoyMeHue Ha Jjmiax npodeccopoB bianka u Jlaite. Hy
KOHEYHO, BCE TpOoe ObLIM MPEKPACHBIMU MEHTAIMCTAMU, OHU TIPOUYMTAIA MOU MBICIIU U yKe 3HAJH,
YTO KOE-4YTO MHE ObLIIO U3BECTHO.

— MBm1 %€M oTBeTa, — pa3Jalicsl CypOBbIii IOJIOC TepLOra, UTo s Jake MOAINPbITHyJIa Ha MECTe.

— [pomry Bac ObITH OOJIEe CAepKaHHBIM, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — MATKO TIPOroBOpuIIa mpodeccop
HuoHa Jlaite, — He HyHO Tak Kpu4aTh, OeJHasi IEBOUYKA M TaK HAITyraHa.

UYro nenars? Yto ckazaTh? UTO MOKHO roBOpUTS, a uTo HeT? He moBpeaut i ato Cannpe? Hy
MoYeMy ke KypaTopbl He IPUIILIA KO MHE paHblIle, UM UX TOXKE CPOYHO BBIIEPHYJIH CIOA. . .

— 41 He 3Ha10, 4TO CKa3aTh, — YECTHO MPU3HANIACH 1.
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— Hy kak 3710 He 3Haete? — Hauayl cepauThes repior, — Bol ke yuutech Ha pakyibTeTe Mnpej-
BUJICHUS BOT YK€ LIEJIbIX TPH rofia, 3HAYUT XOTh HEMHOTO, HO yXke BJlaJieeTe CBOUM JJApPOM.

— Ha, Bala cBemIOCTb, — COIJIACKIIACh 51 ¢ HUM, — Ho erie He B nosiHOM Mepe. Mou BuaeHust
OHU TIPUXOAAT KO MHE XaOTUYHO, M MHOT/A 51 TPOCTO HE MOMHIO, YTO BUJIE/A U KOMY UTO CcKaszaja.

— W Bce-Taku, 4TO BB MOXKETE HaM CKa3aThb O Jien AJrche? — TpeOOBaTeIbHO CITPOCKIT OH.

1 3aTpaBIeHHO IOCMOTpENa Ha PEKTOpa U €ro ceKpeTapsl.

— 4 xny! — moBbICKII TOJIOC TEPLOT.

—4...q4...4..., — Hayaya 3auKaTbCAa 4, — 1 BUIEsna B ape Kpenocrb 1 noxap. A 10 3Toro s
Buzena Canzpy B LIENsIX U IUIETD. . .

Mou ra3a HarogHWIACh Ce3aMU, U s CYJOPOXKHO CIJIOTHYJIA MOACTYIUBIITUI KOM.

— Ilpononxkaiite, — rpO3HO MPOrOBOPHII TEPLIOT.

—Ha stom Bc€, — Thxo nmpousHeca s, — f qymasia, oHa nmoru6sa B oxape. 9 ropbKo OriaKuBaio
e€ cMepTh, OHa ObUIa MHE MOIPYTOM.

41 kpaem riaza 3aMeTHIa, Kak 0OJIErYeHHO BBIIOXHYJIM PEKTOP U DApHaH.

— Ona He moru6na! — mporpemen royioc 6para umreparopa, — OHa coexana, youB Moero ruie-
MSTHHUKA.

Bces kpoBb ommna ot moero quna. O 6oru! Canpapa yowna Amnana Beptee? U cOexana or
camoro repriora, Opara umreparopa. Yro xe Teneps ¢ Heid OyeT?

— 4 oueHp pexoMeHayl0 BaM, Majemyaseib JIoyn, XOpoIIeHbKO NogyMaTh U He yTauBaTh OT
MEH$1 HUYero, MHa4Ye Bbl CUJILHO MOXKAJIEETe, YTO Cpa3y HE pacCcKa3ajli MHE BCE TO, YTO BaM U3BECTHO.

YV MeHs HePOU3BOJIBHO 33aJPOKaIU PYKH.

— OcraBbTe JIEBOUKY B IMOKOE, — BCTYMUIach 3a MeHs rpodeccop duonHa, — [Tocmotpute, 10
Yero BbI €€ JIOBEJM, OHa Xke cefiuac CO3HaHMe OT CTpaxa motepsier. S yBepeHa, 4to oHa He craja Obl
OT HAC HAYETO CKPbIBATh.

— WUnute manemyaseins Jloya, Bl CBOOOIHBI, — CIIOKOMHO mpousHec nmpodeccop biiaHk.

1 cnenana TOPOIUTMBBIN KHUKCEH M BHICKOUYMIIA U3 KaOWHETa peKTopa.

41 6exana Mo JeCTHUIIAM ¥ KOPUI0paM, CJIOBHO 32 MHOM THAJIMCh Bce JeMOHBI Oe3aHbl. Korna
s y’ke OblTa B CBOEW KOMHATe, 51 OBICTPO 3aXJIONMHYJIA ABEPh U MPUKATacCh K HEW CITIMHOM.

Ho He ycniena st mpuiitu B cedsl, Kak Nepeo MHOW MOSIBIJIOCH TPO€ HACTaBHUKOB CaH/IpHI.

— PacckaspiBaii! — TpeboBatebHO ipon3Hec Bamnup CedactbssH HopToH.

I'naBa 6

[Imm qaM, MeHs GoJbilie He BBI3BIBAIM B peKTOpart. f mbiTasach camMa HaAlTH OBIBIIMX HACTaB-
HUKOB CBOEH MOJIPYTH, YTOOBI y3HATH OT HUX XOTh UTO-TO, XOTh Kakue-To HoBocTH. Ho mocie Hatero
TMIOCJIETHETO Pa3roBOpa, OHHM BCE TPOE MOKMHYIJIM aKaJAEMHIO, B35IB OECCPOUHBIIA OTITYCK.

B ToT nenb s pacckazaiia UM BCE, BCE UTO 3HaJIa M BCE UTO YBUEJIA B CBOMX CHaX — BUACHUSIX.
DpuaH COrIaCUICS CO MHOM, UTO 3TO OBLIM HEe TIPOCTO CHBI, a BUJICHHUS BUAsAIIeH. Mol qap pacKpbi-
BaJICsl, ¥ ]aBaJl BOBMOKHOCTb M HaJieskay Ha roucku Canapel. Ce0acThsiH IOATBEPAWII, UTO I BUETA
MOrpaHUybe C MEPTBOM IMyCTOMIBI0. VI OH pUMepHO Npeanonarai O BO3MOKHOM MECTOIOIOKEHUN
MO€W MOJPYTH.

51 He comHeBanach, OHM KUHYJIUCh UcKaTh CaHapy. S HEBOJBHO YABIOHYJIACH STOW MBICIIH.
Hapmo e, Tpoe cambIX MOMYJISPHBIX MYXYMH aKaJeMUM, KaK MAJBUUIIKY BIIOOJICHH B OJHY W TY
ke eBymky. [IpaBia oHM M camu TTOKa HE OCO3HABATH, HACKOJIBKO CHMJIBHO ObUIM BITIOOJICHBI B HEE.
TonbKo ocTaBaJicsl BOIPOC, Kak ke OHU e€ TofIeNIAT, U Koro Beideper cama Cannpa? Bens oHu Obun
3aKaIBIYHBIMU JIPY3bsIMU, HO JIIOOOBB K JKSHIIMHE 9TO HEUTO COBEPIICHHO MHOE, KaK e OHM CMOTYT
MIPEeooNIETh Ty MpodiemMy?

HeBonbHas Tocka 3aTonmia Mo€ cepiiie. AX, Kak ke XOTeI0Ch Obl 1 MHE BCTPETUTh MYKUHHY,
y KOTOPOTO Tak’e 3aropajivMch I71a3a pu yIIOMUHAHUM MOETO UMEHU. ] Bujena, Kak OHU CMOTpeu
Ha He€, KaK y4Yallajoch WX JbIXaHWe, KaK BCOBIXMBAIM I1a3za. CaHIpe MOBe3/10, OHA Obla TOpsiuo
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moOuMa KakabIM U3 HUX. M Koro Obl OHa HU BeIOpasia, 51 OblTa YBEpeHa, YTO KakIblid U3 HUX ObLT
JIOCTOMH €€ OTBETHOM JIIOOBH.

Buepa HOubIO MHE BHOBb IPUCHWICS JINY ¢ iMeHeM JIkynmraH. Yike B TpeTuid pa3. U 3o Obu10
OYeHb CTPAHHO.

Sl Bunena ero B OKpykeHHU XKyTKMX MOHCTPOB, HABEpPHOE, 3TO ObLIM phillapu cMepTu. OHU
Me/IJIEHHO TTPOJIBUTAJIUCH BJIOJIb TPAHUIIBI HIMITEPUN C MEPTBOM ITycTOIbi0. UT0O OHM Mckanmm? 3aueM
OHU ObLTA TaM?

Kak u B mporuisiii pas, a4 6yaTo Obl YJIOBUI MOE MPUCYTCTBYE. V1 BHOBB, KOTJIa OCTAJICS COBEP-
IIIEHHO OJIMH, TIOBEJIE]T MHE TIOSIBUTHLCS TIepe]] er0 B3OPOM.

— 4 moBeneBaio Tebe Moka3aThCsi MHE, MMEHEM MEPTBBIX | — TPOrOBOPWIT JINY CBOMM 3arpOOHBIM
TOJIOCOM M c/ieJiall Tac pyKow.

N BOT cHOBa, MOBUHYSCH KAKOK-TO TEMHOW Marvu, MOM 00pa3 CTasl BUJICH STOMY MEPTBOMY
Mary.

— ITO CHOBA Thl? — YIMBJIEHHO POTrOBOPUII JIAY.

— Ilouemy st cHOBa 371eCh? — BBIMAJIHIIA S TIEPBOE, UTO MIPUIILIO MHE B TOJIOBY.

OH HavaJ MeJICHHO MPHUOJINKATHCS, Kadast TOJIOBOM.

— He umero npesicraBieHus1, — 4eCTHO OTBETUI Jind, — Ho MHe camoMy OueHb WHTEPECHO.

OH cenan emi€ 1mar B MOeM HalpaBJICHUH, ¥ S TIOCTIEIITHO OTCTYIWJIAa Ha3a/l, BHITSIHYB BIIepe]
PYKY, Kak ObI OCTaHABJIMBAas €TO.

— INoxasyiicta, He HaJl0, — UCITYyTAaHHO MTPOTOBOPHJIA 1.

— Yro He Ha/10? — HEIOyMEHHO CIPOCUJI JINY.

— He nmpubnukaiitech, — 3auKasich, MPOU3HECa 5.

— Bounmmmics? — 3ammren Jud.

— Jla, — 4eCTHO MpU3HAIACh .

JIn4 ocTaHOBWIICS U paCXOXOTAJICSI CBOMM KYTKUM HU3KUM rojiocoM. OT 3TOro 3ByKa 1o MoeMy
TeJTy TIoOesKali TOJITIBI MypallieK, a pyKd U HOTY TIOXOJIoNeNTu. BApyr oH mepecTtasl cMesITbesl U BHU-
MaTesIbHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha MEHSI.

— $1 yyBCTBYIO TBOH CTpax, — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO MPOroBOPIII OH, — Ho pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO?
ThI ke MepTBa, U HEe JOJKHA MEHS OOSIThCA.

S HepBHO CIJIOTHYJIA, CTOSIIIAN B TOPJIE KOM M TUXO MTPOU3HECTIA:

— 4 e meptBa. {1 BUAsAIIasA, U 3TO MOE BUJECHUE.

Ecmu Ob1 51 MorIa pas3miiseTh Ha ero MEPTBOM JIMIIE XOTh KaKWe-TO SMOIMHU, TO MOIJa Obl
TMOKJISICTBCS, UTO ceiiyac OH ObLIT CUJIBHO YIuBIIeH. S BUiena, Kak OTKPBLJICS €ro poT, a TOTOM C IPOM-
KHMM 3BYKOM €I'0 YEJIIOCTh 3aXJIONHYIACh.

Onepe:xast ero BOnpoc, s MOsICHUIA:

— 41 He 3HaI0, 3a4eM £ 3/1eCh, BO3MOXKHO 3TO CBA3aHO Kak-To ¢ Moew noapyrou Cangpont. Toi
CaMOM Maru4kou, 4To HeJJABHO YITOKOMJIa HECKOJIBKO COTEH BallliX 30MOU.

CHoBa noBucia nay3a. OH cMOTpes Ha MeHsI CBOUM KYTKUU B3IJIAIOM. f omrymiana, Kak
OH BHHMMAaTeJIbHO Pa3IyIsIbIBacT MeHsI BCIO. S Jake HEMPHUATHO MOEKUIACH OT B30pa ITUX TEMHBIX
MYCTBIX TJIA3HUI] C KPOBABO-KPACHBIM CBETOM BHYTpHU. Ero coBepIlieHHO roybiii yepen U KOCTSAIIKA
MaJIbIIeB BHYIIAJIW Y MEHsI OTBpAIlleHHe U MaHUYeCKUH yXac. XOpOIIo, YTO €ro OCTAJbHbIE YacTu
Tesa ObUTH 3aKPBITHI OISk JIOM.

CJIOBHO IMOYYBCTBOBAB MOM SMOIIUH, OH JJOCTAJI U3 CBOETO KapMaHa IMepyaTky U HATSHYJ UX Ha
CBOM KOCTJISIBBIE PYKH, 4 Ha TOJIOBY HAKMHYJI TJTyOOKHIA KaITIOIIOH, KOTOPBIA TIOUYTH MOJTHOCTBIO CKPBLT
OT MeHs ero Jiuro. Pyx, Tak CTajo 3HAUUTEIIHHO Jlerde Ha Hero CMOTPETb.

— Cnacu60, — poOko mpoJernieraia s. B OTBET Ha 3TO JIMY TOJIBKO XMBIKHY.

— Kak TBOe nms, BUaAIIAA? — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO CIIPOCHIT OH MEHSI.

— Hukcasnna Jloyn, — npaBauBo OTBETWIIA 1 3a4EM-TO.
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— ApuHCTOKpaTKa? — HAKJIOHWJI OH B OOK CBOIO TOJIOBY, TPOJOJIKAsl pacCMaTpyuBaTh MEHsI.

— lla, — TMX0 OoTBeTHJIA 51 CHOBa, — $1 moub OapoHa Anbdpena Jloy.

Jlnu paccmesisicst, OTYEro MHE CHOBa czienayioch He 1o cede. OH OTBECHSI MHE HIyTJIMBBIH
TMIOKJIOH Y TIPEeJICTABUIICS:

— [No3BosnbTe MpeacTaBUThHCS MajieMyasenb, [xymuan [ane, crapimii coiH BukoHTa Kpucrodga
[lane, mpy XU3HU, — C UPOHUEHN T0OABUII OH.

Sl HeoCO3HAHHO cleslaa KHUKCEH, OTYero OH CHOBAa TPOMKO paccMesiics], a si, COBCEM CheKHUB-
IIMCh, CHOBA MOMSATUIIACH HA3aI.

OH BHOBb CTaJI MPUOJMKATHCS KO MHE, a s BCE MSTUIIACH OT Hero U nstiiiack. OH crienal CHoBa
KaKoe-TO JBMKEHHUE PYKOW, U MOU HOTH CJIOBHO MPUPOCIH K 3emiie. OH Hayasl Ha/IBUTaThCs HA MEHS
CTpAaIIHON MOJYAJIMBOW TEHBIO.

— He nano 6osiThest MeHst, pekpacHast Hukcasmia, — 3aiesnectesn ero royoc.

OH cros1 coBceM OJTM3KO KO MHE, U 1 IaXe OIIyTHJIa ero XOJIOAHOE AbIXaHhe Ha MOEM JIUIIE.
Kak Takoe Bo3mMoxHO? V1 3T0 MO CTpax U BOOOpaKeHUE UTPAIOT CO MHOM?

OH MpOTsAHYJ KO MHE CBOIO PYKY, OOTSIHYTYIO TIEpUaTKON M MOYTH KOCHYJICS MOETO JIUIIA.

— Heeeer! — 3akpuuana .

I'maBa 7

— Heeeer! — kpnuana s1, 3a0MBIIKICH B UCTEPHKE HA CBOEH KPOBATH B OOLIECKUTHE.

— O 6oru, Hukc, npocHuck, — npuskaia MeHss Mapu K CBOel rpyiau, — DTO BCEro JIMIIb COH,
TeOe BHOBb IMPUCHUJICS KOILIIMAp.

— Con!? — HejoyMeHHO npou3Hecna s, OKycupys Ha Heil cBo€ 3peHue, — Ho 51 yyBcTBOBasa
€ro XOJIOZIHOE JIBIXaHWe Ha MOEM JIMIIE, OH MOYTH KOCHYJICS MEHS.

— KT10? — BompocuTeibHO 3ariisiHy/ia MHe B I1a3a Mapu.

— JIny, — ¢ yxacoM npousHecna .

Mapu HaxMypurJiIach M cKasasa:

— INocnymaii, Hukc, s moHMMaio, 4To BO3MOXKHO 3TO TBOW HEBEPOSITHBIM AAp MPOPBIBAETCS
Hapy’Ky TaKUM HETTOCTHKUMBIM 00pa3zoM. Ho eciii 3To He OCTaHOBHTB, TO BCE STH KOIIMAPHI JIOBEAYT
TeOs1 10 mosHeIero 6e3ymust. TeGe Hao Kak-To 3TO MPEKPaTUTh XOTS Obl HEHAJIOJTO.

Sl roppKO XMBIKHYJIa Ha CJIOBa MOAPYTU. §l Bce ellle ocTaBasiach MOJ BIeYaTJICHUEM BUICHMS,
Y MEHSI BCIO KOJIOTHJIA KPYIHAs APOKb.

— S mpuroToBIIO 17151 TEOST OMH OTBAP, OH MOMOXET TeOe MOTHOCTHIO OTKJTIOUUTh CO3HAHKE Ha
BpeMs CHa. DTO J1acT Tede BOBMOKHOCTb Pa300paThCsi CO BCEM 3THM criokoiHo. Hy drto, cornacHa?

— Jla, — cymopoXXHO 3aKHMBaJia s CBOEH ToJIoBOM, — Bee UTo yrogHo, vy Obl He BUIECTh OOJIbITe
M0 HOYaM HEXHTh.

UyTh no3:xe Mapu BepHyach ¢ Imy3bIpbKOM B pykax. OHa BHIOIHIIIA CBOE OOeIaHue, TIPUro-
TOBUB JIJI51 MEHS JIMKCUP «CIIOKOMHOTO CHa».

IInm nauU, ek Henens 3a Heaenel. S criaia CrioKOMHO IToj1 AEHCTBUEM BOIIIIEOHON HACTOMKU
Mapu. [la, oHa TBOpMIJIa BOUCTUHY HACTOSIIIUE Uy/Ieca, HUKAKMX CHOBUJEHHUI M KOIIIMAPOB, TOJBKO
KPENKUI 30POBbIi COH.

Bor yxe 1 oceHb puIILIa, Ha4asicst HOBbIM yueOHbIN ceMecTp. A HOBOCTeH 0 MOe# moapyre no-
npesxkHeMy He ObL10. Takske He ObLI0 M3BecTHid M 0 HacTaBHUKaxX CaHipbl. OHU TaK M He TIOSIBJISLTUCH B
akazieMuu. PekTop yke nocraBuj BOIIPOC O 3aMEHE UX KaHAMJATyp Ha MOCTaxX KypaTopoB (haky/bTeTa
©0eBOil Maruu.

S1 perysnsipHO 3ariisiibiBajia B I11ap, MbITasiCh YBUIETh XOTh YTO-TO O HUX Bcex. Ho MHe ynaBasnoch
PasIISIIETh JIMIIb KaKnue-T0 OecCBs3HbIe OTPHIBKU. KOHEYHO, y MEeHsI MOKa He TOTydYaioch CBSI3aTh
BOE/IMHO BCE T€ MAJICHbKME KapTUHKU, YTO MHE YJaBaJIOCh BBIJIOBUThH U3 BCEro MH(POPMAIIMOHHOTO
MOTOKA, YTO JaBaJl MHE MOU XpycTayibHbIN map. Ho s He oTvyamBanacek. [ Bunena, uro Canapa xuBa,
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U e€ MyX4MHbI Toxke. Kak cTpaHHO, UTO MHE B I'OJIOBY IpUIILUIA UMEHHO 3Ta (ppa3a «e€ MyKUHHBI»,
Y Kak TPaBIJIBHO OHA MPO3BYyYaia y MEHs B rosioBe. f 1axe CMyTUIach U TIOKPACHENA OT BHE3AITHO
TMOSIBUBILIETOCS] KOPOTKOTO BUJIEHUs, TJIe MOIO MOAPYTY CTPACTHO JIACKATU TPOE MPUBJIEKATEIbHBIX
MYKYMH MPSIMO B TPEHUPOBOYHOM 3aJie HAIllel aKaJeMUH.

— Oi1! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 51, 3aMOTaB CBOEW T'OJIOBOM, OTTOHsISI HAXJIBIHYBIIHIA 00pa3, — TO UTO
ceityac ObI0?

Sl cmy1eHHO 3aKycuiia ryoy, IOHSB, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YBUENA OTPHIBOK U3 HEJABHETO MPOIUIOTO
moeit noapyru. Jaaaa, nena.

Vueba HapammBaga cBou 000pOThl. MeHs ellle ABaX/bl BHI3BIBAIN Ha Oeceqy ¢ peKTOpOM M
repuoroM bepree. f crapanace Ka3zaTbcsi MaKCUMaJIbHO CIIOKOMHON U YBEPEHHO TBEPAWJIA TO, UTO
TrOBOPWJIA BCEM paHee, YTO HUYEro He 3HAK O MECTOHaXOxkAeHUU Asiecanpbl Anmcbe. He yBepeHa,
YTO MHE MOBEPUJIM, HO BCE-TAKH OTITYCTHJIH.

Bpems mio. A s To U Jieno JioBuiIa cedst Ha MBICTSAX O KYTKOM JiMde ¢ uMeHeM JIxyauaH.
[Touemy s BHIena B CBOMX BHIEHHsIX ero? PaHpine s mymana, 9YTo MOM BUAEHHS ObLIMA CBSI3aHbI
uckmountenpHO ¢ Canpoit. Ho nocnenHee n3 HUX ObUTO COBCeM He O Heil. MoxkeT s omuoiach B
WCTUHE U CMbICJIE CBOMX BUJeHUI? MoXkeT, OHU CBSI3aHbl UMEHHO C 9TUM KyTKUM MepTBeriom? Kak
oH HazBaJ ce0s? [Ixymuman [lane, crapmmii ceiH BukoHTa Kprcroda [lasre.

JIIoOG0onBITCTBO pa3phiBajio MeHs. S ee Mok aanach OKOHYAHUS CBOUX 3aHATHA. M TO3HO Beve-
POM s podpanach B apXuB aKaAeMHUH. DTOT JIMY HECOMHEHHO OBbUI Marom, ¥ BEPOSITHOCTb TOTO, YTO
OH YYWJICS B HaIllel akajeMuu OblIa TOBOJBHO BBICOKA. $1 BOpBaiach B KPbUIO apXMBa yUaIMXCs U
BBIITYCKHMKOB M Hauasla BHUMATEJIbHO MCCE0BATh TIOJIKY 3a MOJKOM. M BOT, yKe MO3IHO HOYBIO B
pasiesie BBITYCKHUKOB (hakyibTeTa O0eBbIX MaroB s yeujena ¢gpamuio [lane. Ixymuan [lane 60e-
BOU Mar, OKOHUMBIIIUI aKaJeMUI0 Marn4eCKUX UCKYCCTB C OTJIMYKMEM MOYTH BOCEMBIECST JIeT Ha3as.
A psimom Obita 3anvck o ero Oparte Credpane [llase, KOTOpbI OBUT MOJIOKE Ha JIBA TO/IA U TAKKE KaK U
JIxynuan okoHYMIT (pakyibTeT 00eBbIX MaroB. [lociie OKOHYaHMS akaJeMUu OHHM ObLTH OTIIPABJICHBI
Ha c1yk0y B CrielaibHOe TalHOE MOApa3/Ie/ieHre, 3aTeM CITYCTS ST JIET ObLIH IIepeBe/IeHbl B Kapa-
TeJIbHBIE OTPs1/Ibl UMIIEpUU. 3aTeM 00a OpaTa ObLIM MPU3HAHBI O€3 BECTH MPOTMABIIMMHU B TIOTPAHIYbE
C MEPTBBIMU 3eMJISIMU. DTO CIIyUMJIOCh IOUYTH CEMBJIECHT JIET Ha3al.

Sl mepepbLia Bce 3anmcu, HO OOJIbIlle HUYEro He Halllia, Kak kaib. M o ero 6pate Toxe Oosbliie
He ObLJI0 HUKAKUX YTIOMUHAHWA.

— JIlo6ombITHO, — TUXO IPOU3HECTA 51 cama ce0e, OTepeB KOHUMK CBOETO HOCA, — 3HAYMT, EMY
ObUIO He OOJbIlle TPUALIATU JIET, KOTJIa OH MpOnaja U ObUT MPU3HAH MOTHUOIIMM B STOW MPOKJISTON
3emuie. U ¢ Hum ObL1 ero pognoit Opar Credan. MIHTepecHO, a 9To CIIydrioch ¢ ero Opatom?

CeronHs 51 IpUHSIA pellieHre He TPUHMMATD repel CHoM HacToiiky Mapu. He 3Haio nouemy,
HO 1 Tak peria. Jloxkach B KpoBath, 51 MOYYBCTBOBAJA, Kak 3abminock Mo€ cepane. Kak crpanHo,
410 310 OBLIO? BONTHEHMe WM Bee ke cTpax?

I'naBa 8

JKynnan

[lnu 1HK, NeTeny HeAen, MEUMO TIPOTLIBIBATIM MECSIIa, a MOe BUJIEHHE OOJIbIle HEe TTOCEIAo
MeHs1. Heyxenu MHe Bee 310 npuBHeochk? Heyxenu e€ He Obu10?

Ona He puxouia OOJbIle KO MHE, U MHE TIOPOH Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO MOW BOCMAJIEHHBIN yCTaB-
IIAA pa3yM Bce MPHUIyMall, U OHA He CYIIECTBYET Ha caMoM Jejie. BO3MOXHO, s CJIMIIIKOM yCTasl OT
9TOro GECCMBICIIEHHOTO MEPTBOTO CYIIECTBOBAHUS M TIOCTENIEHHO HAaYaJl CXOUTh ¢ yma?

— Yo ¢ Tobo#, Opar? — obecrokoeHHO cripocu MeHst CtedaH.

— He mory Gorbliie Tak KUTbh, YCTaI, — OOPEUSHHO MPOTOBOPHIT 5.

CredaH, MOMOXUII CBOIO PYKY Ha MOE TUIEYO M COYYBCTBEHHO MTPOTOBOPHIIL.

— 51 Toxe ycran, OpaT, HO UTO MBI MOXEM MOJIEJIaTh?
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—4 Mory koe-uTo clenath, — pazapaxeHHo Opocwun s, — Hanpumep, BBIATH yke K JTIOOOMY
KapareJIbHOMY OTPsIY, ¥ ITyCTh MEHSI YIIOKOUT JIDOOW U3 STUX Maros..

— ThI cefiuac TOBOPHIIL TOUYHO TaKXke Kak ['adpualib, Tl He BepHlllh cjioBam Payins? — rporo-
BOPWJI OH PacCTPOEHO.

S ¢ cuiol ynapui CBOMM KyJIakOM B CTEHY JABOpLIA, HO YEpHBIII MEPTBbI IPAaHUT Jake HE
TpecHYJI.

— C 4ero s JOKeH BEpUTh B €0 OUEpeIHYI0 CKa3Ky? Mbl U Tak TIOTPATUJIM [IEJIbIX TPU/IIIATh
JIeT, TOHSISICh 32 TeM, UTO HaM ObLJIO He CYKJISHO MoiMaTh. KprcTasut He 1actcs HaM B pyKH, HUKOMY
U3 Hac.

— 3Hai, HO MBI CTaJIM Ha mar omke, — Bo3pasui CredaH.

— XM. Tsl 1 mpaBa cYUTACIIb, YTO MBI CMOXEM HAWTH TOTO TAMHCTBEHHOTO Mara ¢ YMCTON
nymion? mu MOoXeT OH caM BO3bMET M IIPUJIET K HaM, TaK CKa3aTb, 3aIVIsTHET Ha Yail K HeXUTH? —
37I00HO paccMestyics 1.

S mpunsica xoxoTath, a CreaH He 3HAT YTO HA 3TO CKa3aTh, OH JIMIIb MOJYA B3Wpal Ha
MIPUCTYIT MOEW SIPOCTH.

— Bcé€ a0 Open, O6par. S Gosnbilie HE BO UTO HE Bepio, — TBEPAO 3asBUJI 51, — 3HACIIb, IJe Cell-
yac Har goporo Paynbs? OH Geraet mo morpaHuyblo, BBICTEKUBAs KaKyl0-TO JEBUYOHKY, MOJIOAYIO
[JIYIyI0 Marudky, KOTOpOW, HaBepHOe, He OOJIbIle CeMHAIIATH — BOCEMHAIATH JieT. I oH JieiicTBU-
TEJILHO CYET, YTO OHA MOXET OKa3aThCsl TEM CaMbIM Marom, KOTOPBIF OCBOOOIUT HAC BCEX.

$1 cHOBa 37T00HO PacXOXOTAJICS, K MO CMEX KYTKHUM 9XOM OTKJIMKHYJICS MO [TOTOJIKOM JABOPIIA.

Hacrynuna rimy6okas Houb. OrpoMHast Kpyriasi TyHa MOJIHSIaCh BBICOKO B HE0O, SIPKO OCBeIast
MepTBbIi ropof. S 1miesn, He pa3oupasi JOpory, He Aymast Hi 0 yeM. Tocka 3arosHsia MeHs BCero.

Kak xe s1 HeHaBuzen cedsi, TO OTBPATUTETbHOE MEPTBOE TEJO, 3TO OECCMBICIIEHHOE BEYHOE
cymiectBoBaHue. YeM J1o71blnie 5 CyIecTBOBaJI, TEM CHIIbHee Oblila MOsi HeHaBHCTh. Ceivac, sl Hauaul
HEHABUJIETh BCE )KMBOE, s HEUCTOBO HEHABHIES BCeX M BCE. S 3HAUI, UTO 3aBUCTh U OOM/Ia TOBOPUIIU
BO MHe. §1 jkaxaaj1 ’KUTh, B IOJIHOM CMBICJIE 3TOT'O CJIOBA. 1 as/1aj1 4yBCTBOBATh, OLIYILATh PaloCThb,
TEIUIOTY, Aaxe 0onb. Ho 310 MepTBOE Teso ObLIO He CIIOCOOHO Ha YyBCTBA U OIIYIIECHHUS, s HE UyB-
cTBOBaJ Jaxke Oosb. OTBpatutesbHbld MepTBen! ymia mara, 3atoueHHast B Teqo Hexutu! W uro
OCTaJI0Ch OT Moero oonuka? JIUib TOIBKO KOCTH, OTBPATUTEILHOE TEJIO CKeJeTa.

41 cHOBa 37100HO paccMesIcsl B TUIIMHY HOYH.

— U 4t0 oHa gomxkHa Obuta yBuaeTh? OTBparuTenbHoro mva! KoHeuno, qeBouka vcmyrajiach
MEHS.

Sl BApYT OCO3HAaJ, UTO MOS1 IPOCTh CTaJjIa ellle CUJIbHEE, ¥ BUHOM TOMY OKa3aJIoCh MOE IpeKpac-
HOE BHUJIEHUE, KOTOpoe OOoJIblile He MPUXOIUIO KO MHE. Sl BAPYT TOJMBKO cefiuac MOHsII, YTO BCE 3TH
HEJIeNu 51 KA e€, 1 HaJlesyics, YTo OHa nmpujet cHoBa. Ho e€ He Ob10. M Bce BOKPYT CTaHOBUIIOCH
IJIs1 MeHs elnle Oosiee HeHABUCTHBIM. MHe XOTeIoCh BCE pa3pyliaTh, BCeX yOUBaTh, XOTEIOCh, YTOObI
BCEM BOKPYT CTaJIO TaK:Ke IJIOX0, KaK M MHE ObUIO ceituac. S He MoHMUMaJ, YTo MPOUCXOAUT CO MHOM,
HO 3HaJI, YTO SIPOCTh KOIUTCSI BO MHE U Y€ FOTOBA MOJTHOCTBIO 3aTMUTh MOH pa3yM. CyIIIHOCTb JInya
TpeboBaia KPOBU U XKEPTB, SHEPrHsi CMEPTU B3bIBAJIA, MOAMMUTHIBASICH MOEH SIPOCTHIO.

Hoiias 10 OKpauHbl ropoja, s CeJl Ha YCTYI BO3JIe KPEIOCTHOW CTEHBI U ITPOCTO CMOTpEJI, Kak
MSITKHIA CepeOpPUCTHIN CBET JIyHbI OCBEIaeT 3Ty MEPTBYIO CTellb BOKpYr. Tocka CHOBa pBajia MHE
ayury. [Touemy MHe ObUTO Tak ToCKIMBO? Testo moTepsiyio Bece YyBCTBA, a TyIIEBHbIE CTpalaHusl OCTa-
mck? Vi MOXeT, st He 710 KOHIIa elie MEPTB?

Brpyr B 6;1e1HOM CBeTe JIyHBI YTO-TO 3aMEPLIATIO, OUepUMBasi CTPOWHBINA 00MMK aeByniku. [Tpo-
3pauHbIil CUJTY3T NOAEPHYJICS ABIMKOM, U 51 BAPYT UCIYTaJICs, UTO OH MOKET UCUE3HYTh TAKKE HEOKH-
JAHHO, KaK U TOSIBUJICA.
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Ho, Het. Ona He ucuesna. TymaH, W3 KOTOpOro ObUT COTKAH e€ CTaH, CryIajcs, nmpeaaBas eé
yepraM Bc€ Ooriee peasibHbIl BU. EE mpo3paqHOCTh yke He Oblla TAaKOW MPU3PavyHOM, XOTS OHa BCE
eIlE MPOAOJIKaAJIA MEpLATh U NEPEIUBaThCS.

— ThI cHOBa NpUIILIA, — TUXO IIPOCTOHAI .

O 6oru! 4 cam ot ceds Takoro He oxuAan. S OosIICsA qaxe MOIIeBENIUThCS, YTOOBI HE CITYTHYTh
e€, uToObl OHa He rcuesna. OHa npunuia! Briepeele 3a Bce 9TH JECATKU JIET, 5 OILYTHJI pagocThb. ITO
YyBCTBO OBLJIO [Tl MEHsI YeM-TO HEBOOOPA3MMO HOBBIM U TAKUM SIPKMM, UTO 5 HA MTHOBEHHUE 3a0bLT
O CYIIHOCTH JITYa W TIOYYBCTBOBAJI CEOs1 KMBBIM.

Ona cMoTpeJia Ha 3aJIMTYI0 JIyHHBIM CBETOM MEPTBYIO CTEIb, 4 3aTEM MIOBEPHYJIA B MOIO CTOPOHY
rOJIOBY M B3porHyJia. OueBUIHO, YBU/IEB MEHS, CHOBA UCITyTrajach.

Sl B IpOCTH CKal CBOM KyJIaKH, MOCJIBIILIAJICS HENPUATHBIM CKpUN KocTsleK nanbies. OHa
Oosi1ach MeHsl, 51 ObUT €l OTBPATHUTEJICH, 3TO OBUIO COBEPIIEHHO OYeBUIHO. Toria Kakoro ieMoHa OHa
SIBUJIACh?

OT OBUION PaJOCTH HE OCTAJIOCH U CJIe/a, €€ TIOTHOCTHIO 3aTMIIH SIPOCTh M HEHABHCTb.

— CHoOBa mpuIILIa MOMI000BATHCS HA OTBPATUTENIBHYIO HEKHUTh? — C €XHICTBOM ITPOIIHIIEN 5.

E€ Gneanoe U0 CcTano MCHyraHHbIM, a ryObl HAMpsUKeHHO ckaimvch. OHa 3akpblia I71a3a u
Hayasa rIyOOKO ABIIIaTh, OYEBUIHO, MBITASICh CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOUM CTPaxoM. $1 Bujiel, Kak BHICOKO
MOIHAMAJIACh U OIycKalach e€ neBuubs rpyab. O O0ru, Kak ke MHE XOTeJIOCh TPUKOCHYTHCS K HEH.

S cpenan nerkoe JBMKEHUE PYKOH, U JEBUOHKA Ipupocia K Mecty. OHa AepHyJach, HO He
CMOTIJIa CIBUHYTHCS. § HaYa I MeIEHHO MPUOIMKATHCS.

OHna pacrniaxHyJia CBOM OTPOMHbBIE SIHTApHBIE I71a3a U € y’KacOM yCTaBUJIach Ha MEHS. A 5 ke, He
CKPBIBASICh, KaTHO paccMaTpuBall e€ BCio. S moolen coBceM OIM3KO U YBUJIEN, KaK OHA 3amepria.

$1 HeTOpOIUIMBO HAaYaI 0OXOAUTD €€ M0 KPYTY, TOUTH Kacasich e€. Sl MeasIeHHO KpYKUJI BOKPYT,
CJIOBHO XMIITHUK, TIOMMABIIINI CBOIO T0OBIUY, OOJM3BIBABIIMICS B MPEABKYILICHUH IOJITOXIAHHOTO
nmpa.

Oma Obl1a Tak MOJIOJA, COBCEM I0HAsI M TaKasi TpeKpacHasi. DTU JUIMHHbIE TEMHbIE BOJIOCH, Kac-
KaJIOM MaJIaji Ha TUIEYU U CTIMHY. XPYIKUE TOHKUE PYKH C JJTMHHBIMU U3SIIIIHBIMU MAJIbYUKAMU 9y Th
JPOKaJTU OT XoJiofia U cTpaxa. E€ momympo3pauHas copouka MOYTH He CKpbIBaJia U3TMOBI CTPOMHOTO
JEBUYBETO TeJa.

MwmMmM, 5 4yBCTBOBAJI KEJIAHWE, BIIEPBBIE 32 TH JECATUIETHS MEPTBOIO CYIIECTBOBAHMSI.
CrpacTtb ¥ MOXOTh KUIEJIM B Moeit ayie. S cHoBa movyBcTBOBaI ceOst mouTH kuBbiM. Ho MOE MepT-
BOE TeJIO He OTKJIMKAJIOCh Ha SMOLMK OyIu. $1 ceifuac ObLT TOTOB OTAATh BCE, UTO MMe, CBOKO Oec-
CMEpPTHYIO JIyIIIy, JIAIIb 32 OMMH TOJIBKO Yac OJIM30CTH C TOM MPEKPACHOM JIeBYIIIKOM.

Hwuuero st Tak ciitbHO He XOTed ceifuac, Kak e€. Hy mouemy cynp0a 3aTounsia MeHs B 9TO TeJo, B
TEJI0 OTBpATUTEIbHOrO MepTBenia? HeHaBUCTh 1 371002 CHOBA 3aKUIAIA BO MHE, BBIKHTasi BCE ITPOYHe
YYBCTBA.

— 3auem Thl pUIILIIa? — CHOBA 3allIUIEN 51 HA HeE.

Ona Momuana, ¥ TOJBbKO JApOXKallie PyKU U ryObl BBIABAIU B HEM CTpax M ykKac, KOTOPBIA s
MOYTH OLIYIIAJ BCEM CBOMM CYILLECTBOM.

— OtBeuaii! — MOBEMUTENILHO NMPUKA3aT 5 EH.

— 4I.. 4.., — Havasa 3auMKarbCcA OeBylIKa, — I He BinacTHa Haja 3TUM. S cama He 3Hawo, oYemy
51 OKa3bIBAIOCh TYT.

Kak unrepecno. Ecnu oHa u BripaBy BUISIIAs, TO BO3MOXHO OHA JEHCTBUTEIBHO HE MOIJIA
KOHTPOJIMPOBATH 3TO. Y I0HBIX OJAPEHHBIX Jap MPOSIBIISET ceOsl CTUXUITHO M OeCKOHTponbHO. Ho Bee
e 0CTaBaJjics BOIPOC, TOYEMY OHa BHOBb MpuIlla Ko MHe? YTo 310 3HaUMI0?

— Kcraru, — oHa oOepHynach Ha MeHs, — [7ie 1 HaxoxKych?

51 obormen e€ v 3amIsiHY/ B €€ UCITyraHHOe JIUTIO.

— DTO ropoji MEPTBBIX, — ITPOBEJI 1 PYKOW, YKa3bIBasi HA TOPOACKYIO KPEMOCTHYIO CTEHY.

18



. DmmHa JlyHeBa. «BozmobneHHas MepTBera»

— O Ooru, — THXO BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, C Y’KAaCOM OIISIIbIBAs TPOMaJILy TEMHOTO rOpoja, — 3HAUMT,
OH JICUCTBUTEJILHO CYIIIECTBYET.

OnvH ¥ TOT K€ BONPOC KPYTWICS Y MEHS B TOJIOBE, TO U JIEJIO IBITasiICh COPBATHCS C MOETO
s3pika. Ho 51 crapasics ka3aTbes ciep:kaHHbIM, HO TEpIIEHHE MOE UCCSAKAIIO.

— Ilouemy Tl He puXoAWIA paHblle? — HE yAepkKaJcs 5 OT My4aBLIEro MEHs BOIIPOca.

— Yt0? — pacrepsinach OHa.

— {1 cripammBaio, oyemy Thl TaK J0JITO HE NMPUXOAWIIa? — HavYall 51 pa3ipakarbCsl.

Omna oTBepHyJ1ach, U JIETKUIl pyMsIHEL| OKpacuJ e€ 1meKu. My MHe 3To Jiuiib IoKa3anoch?

—41... 5l nuna HACTOMKY [UIs KPEeNKoro cHa 0e3 BUICHUH, — MPU3HAJIACh HAKOHEI[ OHA.

— IlouaTHO, — pommnen 1.

A uto ThI emié oxugan? OHa MoJiofasi v MpUBJIEKaTeNIbHas AeBylika. KoHeuHo, OHa He TOpUT
JKeJIaHUEM BUJIETbCS 110 HOYaM C MEPTBELIOM.

— He Hy’xHO Ob1J10 TeOe IPUXOIUTD CErOfiHs CI0fIa, — 3JIOBEIIE IIPOrOBOPWUI 51 €M, U HAKJIOHSISICh
K cCaMOMYy €€ YIIIKY, XpUIUIO TpoiienTai, — Hukcasmia.

OT MouX CJIOB JIeBYIIKA BCS B3POTHY/Na. A s MPOTSAHYJ K HEH PYKY, MBITAsACh KOCHYThCS €€
CBOEU PYKOI.

— YTO-TO MPOUCXOAUT, — IPOrOBOPHIIA PACTEPSIHHO OHA.

— 41 He mpuumHIO TeOe Bpel, 5 BCEro JIMIIb XO4y KOCHYThCs TeOs1, TO3BOJIb, — TPOTOBOPHIT 4,
3aBOPOKEHO CMOTPs B €€ IJ1a3a.

— Jleno He B TeOe, — 3aMOTajla OHAa OTYAsTHHO CBOEH rojioBoi, — Mo€ Tesio, ¢ HUM 4YTO-TO Mpo-
WCXOOWT, MHE HY)KHO BEPHYTbCS.

3aTeM OHa BCsl CKajlach U BCKPUKHYJIA, CJIOBHO OT OOJTH.

— Hukcasmnna? — paccestHO IOroBOPWII 51, HO OHA MeH yke He chblmaia. E€ 00k nonepHyscs
JBIMKOM, 3aMeplal U UCUEe3.

— Hukcasnia! — cHOBa 3akpuyal 51 B IIyXyl0 TEMHYIO HOUb.

I'naBa 9

Hukcasana

S omymana CHIIbHOE * KEHHE Ha CBOMX IleKax. DTO M He YIUBUTENBHO, Beb KaK TOJBKO f
npuiria B ceGsl cpady NMOYyBCTBOBAJIA HOBBIE CHJIbHBIE yAapbl IO MoeMy Jimily. KTo-To oTyasHHO
HAHOCWJI MHE OIUIEYXHU, XOPOIIHE TaKhe KPENKue OIIEYXH, OIHY 3a JAPYTOu.

— MmMmM, — pocToHaNa sI, TOYyBCTBOBAB KPOBb HAa CBOUX I'y0ax.

Sl mpoBena sI3BIKOM 10 HUXKHEH ry0e ¥ Oy THJIa HECKOJIBKO TpelH. IHTepecHO, U JaBHO MEHs
TaK U30MBAIOT, YTO aX I'yObI MOTPECKATUCH?

Sl OTKpbLIa I71a3a U C y)KacoM OOHapyxkuia ceOsi MPUKOBAHHON B KAKOM-TO MPayHOM Tof3e-
Mesbe. Mou JieBble pyKa M HOra ObUIM 3aKOBaHBl METATMYECKUMU OpacieTamMu C IIeTblo, KOTOpbIe
MPUKOBBIBAJIA MEHSI K CTeHe TeMHMIIbl. Hajjo MHOI BO3BBIIIAJICS KPENKHiA IIMPOKOIUIEYNI MYy*KUKHa,
a 4yTh MOOZIAJTb OT HETO B BHICOKOM Kpecyie Bocceal caMm Opar umreparopa, repuor OHope Beproe.

— O, s BUXy MageMyasenb Jloyn yxe npuiuia B ceOsi, HAKOHEI-TO, — 3JI0PAJJHO YCMEXHYJICS
repLor.

T'onoBa Most Kpyskuachk 1 6os1ena, JIUIO TOPesio OT M0O0EB, TEJIO JIOMUIIO U 3aTekI0. CKOJIBbKO
sI TaK MpOJIeKalla ¥ 9TO CO MHOM JIeJialiv, TIoKa 51 Obuta 0e3 CO3HAaHUS, HE U3BECTHO.

—I'ne 517 Y1 nouemy BbI CXBaTWJIM MEHS U JEPKUTE B TEMHUIIE? — IPOrOBOPUJIA 51 UCITyTaHHO.

I'epuor ¢ yXMBIJIKOM IOCMOTpEN Ha MEHSI.

— Jla BB M caMu HaBepHOe JlorajpiBaeTech rae Mbl Haxoaumces. Ckaxure MmHe Hukcasma, ato
MO/I3EMEIbE U 3TH LIENM BaM HUYETO HE HAIIOMUHAIOT?

JIunkwuii cTpax nomnoni3 no Moei CuHe.

— Buky, Bbl HauaJIM y3HaBaTh MOIO TEMHHUILY, Belb IMEHHO TYT HEA0JITO€ BPeMs ITpOBeJia Ballla
mobuMast ropyra Astecanpa Asmche, KoTopasi sKoObI cropena B nmoxape. Ho cama Xj1aJHOKpOBHO
yOusIa MOEro TUIeMsIHHUKA 1 cOekalla OT CBOETO ONEeKyHa.
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OH 3amoya, faBasi MHE BO3MOKHOCTb TIIPUUATH B C€0s1 U OCMBICIUTD BCE UM CKa3aHHOE.

— Yt0 Bam HYXHO OT MeHs? f nelcTBUTENBbHO He 3HaIo, Il ceiiuac AJiecaHapa, — YBEpPEHHO
MIPOM3HECHA 1.

— Bo3moskHO, BBl He 3HaeTe, HO Bbl MOJKETE YBHIETh. BOCCTAHOBUTH BCIO LIEMIOUKY ITPOUCIIIE-
CTBUH, TaK CKa3aTh. Ml HUUTO Tak HE MOMOTaeT y3HaTh UCTHHY, KaK OKa3aThCsl HA MECTe, TJie BCe 3TO
MIPOU3OIILIO.

OH moMosTyas HEMHOTO, a 3aTeM IIEJIKHYJ MajiblleM CBOeMy CIyre, Ha 4YTO-TO yKasbiBas. U
BAPYT pa3/ajicsi HErPOMKUI CBUCT IJIETH. $1 TOBEpHYJIa roJIOBY Ha 3TOT 3BYK, HO OBUIO YK€ CIIUIIKOM
no3aHo. [11eTh mpomuiack o MoeMy MpaBoMy ILIedy, pa3pe3ast TKaHb COPOYKU M OCTABJIss TOHKUIA
KPOBaBbIi IOPE3 HA MOE KOXKe.

— MHe HyxHa MH(pOpMAaIKs, 1 KaKk MOXKHO ObICTpee, — CKa3aJ Teplior, BCTaBast ¥ MPOJBHUTasiCh
Ha BBIXOM, — Y Bac eCTb BpeMs JI0 Beuepa, YTOObl CBHIKHYTHCS M CMUPHUTBLCS C CUTYallUeH U yxke
Hayarh COTPYIHMYATh CO MHOH. B MpoTHBHOM ciyuyae Bamia cMepTh OyJgeT O4eHb JOJTON U OYeHb
MYYUTETbHOU.

Bcnen 3a GparoM umMIieparopa U3 TEMHHIIBI BBIIIET U €TO CIyra, OCTAaBHB MEHS OIHY.

Borwy, rae s okazanacek? MeHs uTo, BbIBE3IM U3 akageMun? M 3Haet i 000 BCeM CITyYMBIIEMCS
pekTop? X0T4, Jake eclv ¥ 3HaeT, TO 4To 3To Jact? Yem MHe 310 momosxer? § B pykax y camoro Opata
uMIIepaTopa, HUKTO HEe MOCMeeT MepednTh ero Bose. Kaxercs, s aefictButensHo norudna. Otciona
MHE He BbIOpaThcs. M Kak TOJNBKO replor y3HaeT BCe TO, YTO eMy ObUIO HYKHO, OH CKOpee BCEro He
OCTaBUT MEHs B XMBbIX. UTO ke aenarh?

Cre3bl MOTEKJIM TIO MOMM IIleKaM. boru, 3a uto MHe Bce 3107 Heykenu cMepTh CTosiia y MeHs
Ha ropore? A Beib 51 OblJTa TAK MOJIOJIA, s1 HUYETO ellle He yCIiena B 3TOM KU3HH. Bbiio 06uaHo 10 cies.

Sl cupena Ha HEOOIBIIOM KJIOYKE COJIOMBI HA XOJIOJHOM KaMEHHOM Moy TeMHHUIIbI. CHIPOCTDb U
X0J10[] MpoOUpa 10 Kocted. B nanpHeM yriy ropen akesn, HamoJMHssE HU3KOE TIOMEIeHHe 3aIaxoM
abMa U rapv. B mpOTHUBOMNOIIOKHOM TEMHOM YINIy KTO-TO Y€M-TO IeJiecTeNl, MHOTAA OTTyla JOHO-
CUJICS CKpeXkeT U MUcK. HaBepHoe, 3T0 ObLIIM MBIIIN WM KPBICHL. S B oMep3eHnH niepeepHya Jie-
YaMU 1 MOATSHYJIa CBOM 3aMep3Iiue HOru noommxke K cede. [lneyo 601esio 1 HEMHOTO KPOBOTOUMIIO.
Sl He ObLIa MOTHOLIEHHBIM MaroM, M He BJajiesia NCKYCCTBOM 3akJisATHid. [loaTomy s1 He Morya ceds
WCLIESTUTh WM BBUIEUUTDb. Bee uTo MHE ObUTO 1apoBaHO OOoraMu, 3TO JIMIIb Jap BuaeHus. 5 ¢ oryas-
HHEM OCO3HaBaJia, YTO MOIJIA CIOKOWHO YMEpeTh OT XOJI0[a WM 3aHeCEeHHOH B paHy uHpekimu. [a
Y 3aIIUTHUTD 51 ceOs1 ObLJIa COBEPIIIEHHO He CIIOCOOHA.

Bpemst 11110, HUKTO GosIbIIIE HE MOceai MO TeMHHMILY. S orisaenach BOKpYTr U Havyaja Mmpu-
MOMHHATh CJIoBa reprora. OH YTO-TO TOBOPWJI O TOM, YTO MUMEHHO TYT HEJOJroe BpeMs MpoBesa
Cangpa. Heyxenu oH npuBe3 MeHs B Ty caMylo KpernocTh B orpanuuse? $1 Oputa tam, rae Canngpa
yourna Annana beprbe?

Kak 0wl 51 x0TeN1a yBUAETH XOTh 4TO-TO. Hy oueMy Moii lap HUKaK He XOTeJl TOAYUHATHCS MHE?
Kax ObI 51 HM OMJIach BCE 3TH TO/IBI B aKaJIeMUM, KaK ObI HU CTapasiach, HO YKPOTUTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH,
MOTYMHUTD MX, HY UM XOTh KaK-TO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh Y MEHs aOCOMIOTHO HE MOMy4anoch. YTo TONIKY
OT TaKOTrO Japa, €C/M Thl He MOXEIIb UM BOCIIONb30BAThCS ?

W BoT ceituac, cujisi B 3TOM XOJOAHOM CHIPOI TEMHULIE, s1 CHOBA MBITAJIACh PU3BATh CBOM J1ap. A
B3bIBAJIa K CHJIE, UTO ObLTa JapoBaHa MHe Ooramu.  MoseT ceifuac, Korjia HaJJo MHOU JIEiCTBUTETIHO
TMOBHUCJIA YTPO3a CMEPTH, MOXET Terepb, MOU J1ap OyaeT Oojee OJ1arockJIOHeH KO MHe?

Sl MBICJIEHHO MOTSIHYJIACh K CBOEMY MCTOYHMKY CHJIBI M B3MOJIJIACH TIOKA3aTh MHE XOTh YTO-
T0. VI BAPYT KapTUHKM CTaJIM MOSIBISATHCSA B MOEH TOJIOBE, UX CTAHOBUIIOCH BCe OOJIbIIe U OOJbIIe,
CJIOBHO MPOPBAJIO IJIOTHHY.

— Crom, — mpocToHasa s, XBaTasich 3a rojioBy, — Xsarut! He Hamo 6osbiie!

B sTom xaoce u3 BUAEHMIA, ObIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HE MOHATHO, UYTO K YeMy OTHOCUTCS, U UTO 3a
4yeM crieftyeT. MeJsibKaui JIIa, ToJoca Kpuiaiy, Tiepe]] Ilia3aMu yKe BCe TUIBLIO, FOJIOBA Pa3phIBajiach
ot 6onu. $1 cMHOM cnoJ3ia Mo CTeHe, U MeHs TYT K€ CKPYTHUJIO CIa3MOM M BBIPBAJIO.

20



. DmmHa JlyHeBa. «BozmobneHHas MepTBera»

TpsicymMucs: pyKamu st BHITepiia JIMIKHIA MOT CO CBOETO JI0A U JOPOXKKH CJIe3 CO CBOUX IIEK. 51
32KMYPHJIACh, MIBITASCh XOTh HEMHOTO B3SITh MO/l KOHTPOJIb TO, YTO MPOPBAIOCH HAPYXKY. 51 rTyOoKO
3ajpllliaja, TbITasch paccnaduTbes. M BOPYr MHOXKECTBO KAPTUHOK CIOXUJINUCH B €IUHBIN MOTOK,
o0pa3ysi BUIeHHEe 13 HECKOJIIBKIMX KOPOTKHUX OTPHIBKOB.

Sl BUAena neBymiek B 9TUX IEMsIX, YTO ceivac ObliM Ha MHe. [leBYIIKY ObUTM pa3Hble, HO KOHEI
y HUX ObLI Y BCEX IPUMEPHO OIIUH U TOT ke. Kaxaas u3 Hux nmorudasia OT pyK HACUJIbHHUKA M CA/IUCTA,
Aunnana Bepree. KTo-T0 morn6asn ObIcTpo, He BbIIEPKAaB N3OMIPEHHBIX MBITOK, KTO-TO MPOAEPKaJIC
JOJIbIIIe, O HECKOJIBKUX THel. Ho HUKTO He BhUKMBAJ B UTOre. $1 Busiena, Kak Macka 9KCTasa 3acThl-
BaJIa Ha JiMie AJITaHa, KOT/la OH MY/ OYE€PEIHYIO CBOIO JKEPTBY, MOTyYasi ICTUHHOE HACTaXICHHUE.

3aTtemM MOE BUIeHHE TIOMEHSIIOCh, U 51 yBUjiena B 9Tux tensx Canapy. 5 Buznena, kak HaCHIIb-
HUK AJUTaH CphIBAJI C He€ OIekK/1y, KaK yrpoXal el IJIeThio, Kak XOTesl OTAaTh e€ Ha 3a0aBy CBOEMy
rapHu3ony. bennas Canpgpa!

[oTom 51 yBuzena TeMHYI0 OAIIHIO U UCITyTaHHOE JIMLIO CBOEH MOAPYTH, KPENKO CKUMAIOIIEH
JIBa OKPOBABJIEHHBIX KJIMHKA B CBOMX pyKaX. A TaksKe YCJIbIlIaga pa3roBop ABOMX Jofei: « S 3ammu-
Iajnack», — mporopopwia Canapa. A 3ateM s yBUjiena si3bIKU IVIaMEeHH B OKHE TEMHOM OalliHu, U KaK
ABOE MOJIOIBIX JIIOZIEH CKPBLIHCH B TIPEIPACCBETHBIX CyMEpKax B yalle TEMHOTO Jieca.

Sl oTKpBUIa IV1a3a U YCTaBUJIACh B TEMHOTY CBOI KaMepbl. 3HAYMT, BOT KaK BCE CIYyYMJIOCh. YTO
%, 9TOTO MEP3KOro IJIeMsIHHUKA repiiora bepree 6b110 HIUYTh He kajib. Oropyano TOJIbKO OIHO, YTO
OH CJTUIIIKOM OBICTPO YMeD.

Most ronioBa KpyKHjiach, MHE ObLJIO OYEHb TUIOXO, 51 HaYajia 3aBajIMBaThCsl HA OOK M TEMHOTA
MOIJIOTHJIA MOE CO3HAHUE.

I'naBa 10

JKynnan

Bech nenb 51 He Haxoauy ceOe mecta. HenmoHsiTHas TpeBora He MoKuAana MeHsl. MeHsl CHoBa
My4HJIa TOCKa, a ellle K Heil MprOaBUIOCh YyBCTBO BUHBL. $1 ObLT Tak pe3ok ¢ Hei, Tak rpyd. Mos
o0ua Ha BeCh MUP ¥ HEHABUCTh COBCEM JIMIIIMIIA MEHS OCTATKOB pazyMa. fl cTaj coBepIeHHO Oe3y-
MEH, ¥ OT OCO3HAHUSI STOr0 YyBCTBO OTBPAILIEHUSI K CAMOMY ceOe BCIIBIXMBAJIO BO MHE C HOBOW CHJION.

Ona GoJblie He MpUAET KO MHe. f ¢ ropedbio oco3HaBas 310. M 0Ha MpaBUIIbHO C/IENIaeT, eCIIH
6onbliie He pueT. [loHnmMaHue 3Toro, MoYeMy-To CHIIBHO PBAJIO MHE JIITY.

Henb3s Gosnbie tymats 00 3T0i neBymke. OHa k1MBa, OHA MOJIOAA U MPEKPACHA, K TOMY Ke
apUCTOKpAaTKa, y He€ BCsl KU3Hb BIEpeaAr. PoruTeny moapiyT eil TOCTOMHOTO MOJIOJOro YeJIoBeKa,
BBIJIQ/IYT 3aMYy’K, OHA HAPOXKAET eMy JETHIIICK.

Mpicin 000 BCEM TOM MOPOAWIMA BO MHE HOBYIO BOJHY sipocTH. OHa OyheTr ¢ Ipyrum, He
CO MHOM, W y/IbIOaThcsl OyeT He MHe, U JIIOOUTh OyJeT He MeHsl, 1 KOMY-TO JPYrOMYy OTAAcT ceos,
TMO3BOJIUT KacaThCs, JIACKATh €€ TeJlo, U He OT MeHs OyayT y He€ JeTH.

— IlemoHOBa Oe3/iHa! — BBIpyrajics sl M C CHJION yapuil KYJIaKOM B CTEHY JBOPILIA.

Uro 310 3a OTBpATHTELHOE HOBOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE PBET Ha 4YacTu Moo aymry? Heyxenu
910 peBHOCTH? Het, He mMoxkeT ObITh. Bemb s coBceM He 3Ham 3Ty JeBymiKy. Kakoe MHe neno o
He€? OHa ObUIa BCEro JIMIIb BUACHUEM, IIPU3PAKOM, HUUEM Oojiee. A MOXET OHA U HE CYIIECTBYeT
BOBce? BO3MOXKHO OHa BCEro JIMIIb 10 MOEro 00bHOrO BooOpakeHust? CKOJBKO s yKe MOTAJICS
1o 3Toil MepTBoit 3emie? bonee cemunecsatu jer. He ynMBUTENbHO, YTO MOM HECYACTHBIA pa3yMm
HE BBIAEPXKaJ, U CYIIHOCTb JIMYa MOJHOCTBIO 3aBiajiesia MOey IO, He OCTaBJsisl B HEH HUYEro
CBETJIOTO, YMCTOTO, YeJI0OBeuecKoro. S ode3ymen Ha 3TOM MEpPTBOM 3eMiie, 1 MOI PacCyIOK COBCEM
MOMYTHJICSL.

Henpb3s OGosnbiiie 0 Hell Jymath, HENMb3sh BCIIOMUHATD. MBICTH POKIAIOT (paHTa3uM, (paHTa3UM
POXIAIOT HAZIEK/IBl, & HET HMUETO CTpalliHee Halaexk bl Beap Hagek bl 1J1s1 MeHs HeT. Sl mpOKJIATHIH
MEPTBEL] Ha 3TOU MPOKJIATON 3eMJIe, U JIy4dllee YTO MOXKET CO MHOW CIIyYMThCS, ITO TO, €CJIU MOIO
JyIIIy HAKOHEI-TO OCBOOOMSAT, U OHA HAWIET ISl ceOsl TONTOXAaHHBIN ITOKOH.

W3 taroctHbIX pa3mbliiuieHUi MeHs BbiBesl CtedaH.
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— UYro ¢ To6oii, Opat? — MPOroBOpUsI 00ECIIOKOSHHO OH, — I He y3Hato TeOs B TIOCIeTHEe BPEMs.
C to06oi uto-TO TIporcxoaut. Thl cTas Oesiee pa3apaxuTesieH, YeM OObIYHO, M 9TO SIBHO HE SHEPrus
CMepTHU TaK BIUSET Ha TeOsI.

S obpeueHHo B3n0XHYI. YT0 emy orBeTuTh? OH OBLT MHE OpaToM, M He ObUIO B MOEH KU3HU
yeJioBeKa Omke ero. Y Hac HUKOT/IA He ObUIO IPYT OT JIpyra TaiH, Mbl BCET/1a CMEJIO IeJMITICh BCEM
APYT C APYTOM.

— 4 cxoxy ¢ yma, Opar, — OTBETHJI 51 TOpecTHO, — Mo€ Oe3ymue mporpeccupyet. CyIHOCTb
JIYa JaBUT, BHITECHSSI BCE XOPOILIee U3 MOEH IyIIH.

Sl momoTya, pa3MbIlUIsisi, CTOUT JIM pacckasbiBaTh CtedhaHy 0 MOEM MPEKPacCHOM BUIEHUH. S1
HUKaK He MOT PEeIIUThCS, U BUJISI MO KosieOaHu s, OpaT MOATONKHY/I MEHSI:

— Pacckaxu MHe BcE, BMecTe Mbl BO BCeM pazdepemcs.

Sl 1o ckpuIa cKay KOCTSIIKY CBOUX MAJIBLIEB, HO BCE-TAKM PEIIMJICS:

— MHorga ko MHe NMpUxoauT (haHTOM MPEKPACHOM JEBYIIIKH, — IIPOTOBOPHII 1 OBICTPO, OOSICH,
YTO CMOTY TIepeayMaTb.

— Yro? — ynusnenno crpocui Credan, — Panrom? [puspak?

— Her, He nymaro, uTo OHa mpH3pak, — ckaszan s yxke Oojee yBepeHHO, — OHa yTBEep:K/aeT, uTo
OHa XKUBa. XOTS U MHE KaKETCsI 3TO CTPAHHO, UTO JIyX KMBOTO YeJIOBEKA MOKUAAET TEJIO M HAXOIUTCS
eme rae-To. Ho neByika yTBepkaeT, 4To OHa BUIAIIAS], OJapeHHAasl 1apoM MPeABUACHHS U BHUIE-
Hus. [ToaTOMy, KTO 3HAET, BCSKOE BO3MOKHO B HAaIlleM MarmuyeckOM MUpe.

— Jenaaaa, — nmpotsinyn CredaH.

MBp1 062 HEMHOTO TIOMOJTYJIH, OOYMBIBast BCe CKa3aHHOE.

— Hy u? — nonronkuyn MeHs naibiie K pacckazy Credan.

— YT0 1? — nepecrpocui ero 1.

— Taxk T#I ¢ Hewt oomancsa? Yto ona ropoput? 3auem npuxonut? ['ne kuset? Yem 3anumaercs?
Mornonas ym? KpacuBas? — u3 Moero 6para ChIIaJIich BOIPOCH KaK U3 pora N300MIHs.

— OX, — BBIIOXHYJT 51 ¥ OT JyIIIU paccMesiICs].

Bor y3Haio cBoero Opara. Ckonbko cedst momHio, Ctedad Bceraa ObUT 1O HEMPUIIAIHS JTIOOOTTbI-
TEH U JieTKoBepeH. Jlaxke B 9TOH cuTyaly OH OeCIIpeKOCTIOBHO MPUHSLT BECh MOM paccKas 3a MpaBiy.
Hwu Ha cekyHIy He MPEeAIoNoKUI, YTO 3TO BCE MOKET ObITh OpeloM MOero OOJILHOrO BOOOpaXeHHU S
WIN TaJUTIOLMHALIMEH.

— He tomu, Ixymman! — BoCKJIMKHYT Opar, — S kakay Bcex MOAPOOHOCTEH, Jaxe CamMbIX
MUKAHTHBIX.

OH roBOpHJI BCe 3TO Becesio 3a0aBIsisICh, ¥ €ro )KU3HEPAJIOCTHBIN HACTPOU NIepeIaBaJIiCsl U MHE.
Boru, kak s ObUT OarofgapeH cyapoe, 4To oH ObLT y MeHs. JIUIIb ero mpucyTCTBYE U Hallla Oparckas
CBSI3b HE MO3BOJIs/IA MHE OKOHYATEJIBHO COMTHU C yMa.

[IIm MUHYTBI 1 Yachl, s pACCKa3bIBAJI OpaTy BCE TO, YTO CO MHOM MPOMCXOANIIO, OTMCHIBAJI BCE
CTy4au, Korja s e€ 4yBCTBOBAJI, KOT/la OHA MPUXOAWIA KO MHe. §1 u3marai Bce oueHb MoxpoOHO, He
yITyCKasi KakIyIo AeTajlb, BCE 10 MEJIbYANIIAX TOIPOOHOCTEH.

Credan MeHs1 BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIIaJl, MHOTIAa B3BOJIHOBAHHO Kayall FOJIOBOW, MHOTIA OTKPHI-
BaJI poT B yauBjieHnH. OH He BCTABUJI HU €IMHOTO KOMMEHTApH s, JaBasi MHE BO3MOKHOCTb BBITOBO-
puthes. S ObuT OarojapeH emy, Beb MHE CTAaHOBMIJIOCH TOpA3[Io Jierye, U 51 yxke Obul B cede Oornee
YBEpEH M CIOKOEH.

Koraa st 3akoHYMII, MBI €€ 0IT0 MOJTYa CUAETN U TyMaJii KaX bl O CBOEM.

— IIpoctu mens1, Opat, — Hapymwi momryanre Cregan, — Ho Te1 — uamor!

—YT10? — HETOyMEHHO BOCKJIMKHYII 1.

— Ha, na, JxynuaH, Tel — UAUOT, KPETUH PEIKOCTHBINM! — pa3ipakeHHO MPOrOBOPUII OH MHE
CHOBA, — DTO X HAJ0 TAKOMY ObLIO CIIYYUTCS, YTO AyX IPEKPACHOU I0HOH JIeBbI TOCETH TeOs1, TeOst —
MPa4HOT'0 3JI0BEIero Jinda. I BMecTo Toro 4roObl ObITh C AEBYIIKON OOXOOUTETBHBIM U BEKJIUBBIM,
THI HATPYOWJT €l 1 UCITyTaJI JIO CY/IOPOT.
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— Ho Credan! — Bo3myTuiics 1.

— Her, [Ixxynuan! — ocex MeHs 6par, — Teneps Thl MEHsI MOCIYINAH, 51 TeOs He TiepeOuBalL.

OH HavaJ1 XOOUTh 110 3aJTy Ty/Aa-CIofia, C ISJIOBBIM BUJIOM, 3aJI0KMB PYKH 32 CIIMHY.

— Ona npuxonwia K Tebe He MpocTo Tak. Pa3 oHa BUAsAIIas, 3HAYMT, €€ Hamparisul Aap. B
CUJTy CBOEH MOJIOAOCTH M HEONBITHOCTH, OHA U camMa He 3HaJla, TIoueMy IMPUXOAnia MMEHHO Cloia,
a ToyHee K Tede. M BMecTo Toro, 4roObl IOMOYb JIEBYIIIKE Pa300paThcsi BO BCEM, Thl HATPYOWIT €.
He ynuButensHO, yTo OeHsKKa Oblla BHIHYKAEHA MeCSIaMy MMUTh HACTOWKM, 1a0bl HE BUJETD IO
HOYaM TBOIO OTBPATUTENIbHYIO YEPEIyIIKY.

— Credpan! — sspocTHO Ocek s1 Opara.

Ho moe pa3npaxenue He mpousBeso Ha Hero HUKakoro aggexra. OH Mpoaoskal pacXaxuBaTb
Aajbllie, pacCyXaasi U pa3MbIIUISIS BCIIyX.

— AX, KaK *kaJb, YTO OHA MPUXOIHJIA He KO MHE, — IPOrOBOPHII OH C JI0CAJION.

— Hy, 3Haemp u. .. — SpOCTHO PHIKHYII 51 Ha Opara, HO OH MpepBajl MEHsl, He JaB JOTOBOPUTb.

— Vi s OB €€ TIPOCTO TaK He OTHYCTHJI. YK s Obl Halllesl, Kak pa3Biiedb IOHYIO MPEKPACHYIO
HUMQy. Thl, Kaxkercsi, TOBOPHWJI O HEBEPOSTHOW KPACOThl SIHTAPHBIX IJIa3aX, JJIMHHBIX BOJIOCAX W
CTPOMHOM JIeBUUbel (purype?

— IIpekpatu! — 5kecTKO MPOroBOPMII 51, MIOUYBCTBOBAB YKOJI PEBHOCTH.

— Ara! PeBnyems! — 3axj10naj B Jiaiomu OpaT, — 3HaUWT, OHA 3amnajia Tede B Tymry?

S coBHO OKaMeHell OT THX CJIoB. MeHs CIIOBHO yaapwio MonHuel. Benp ciioBa Opara 6w
TOYHO B 11e/1b. OHa JeWCTBUTENBHO 3araia MHe B Ayiry. S1 4yBCTBOBaJI K HEHl YTO-TO, M STO YYBCTBO
CHOBA JIeJ1aJIo MeHsI ’KUBbIM. W ecyut Obl s1 MOT, TO sT ObI Jake YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Kaskercs, 51 npaB, — THX0 U 3arago4Ho rnporosopui Creda.

$1 mokayaJt roJI0BoM M € A0CAJ0M CKa3all:

— Yt0 oT 3TOrO TONMKY? DTO TONBKO JOOABUT CTPAJAHUN MOEH MCTep3aHHOU ayiie. S — oTBpa-
TUTEJIbHBIN JIMY, & OHA — KUBasl IPEeKpacHasi JeBYIIKa.

— XM, — 3a1ymMunBO XMbIKHYJ CredaH, — Thl Bce CIMIIKOM MpayHO BocnpuHuMaelib. OTHe-
CHCPh K 9TOMY KaK K YAUBUTEILHOMY BHE3AITHOMY MPUKJIOUYEHHUIO.

Bupyr s yBuzen, kak Credan Bech Hanpsrcs. S mpocieans 3a ero B3MIsIOM, U YTO-TO BCKO-
JIBIXHYJIOCh B MOEM AyILE.

Henaneko ot Hac 3amepriai BO3ayX, Mpo3payHasi cepedpucTas AbIMKa CTyIanach, OOpHCOBBI-
Basl XpYIKHUI CTaH IOHOM JeBYIIKH. M mouemy-To 3Ta JIeBYyIIKa Jiekasia Ha Moy B CTPAHHOM I03e,
CKaBIIEWCs B KaJIaYMK.

— Hukcasnna! — BHIIOXHYN 51 €€ M3, He BEpsi CBOMM IJIa3aM.

— 310 OHa? — TUXO CITPOCKJI MEHsI OpaT, OOSICh CITYTHYTh 3TOT MPO3PAYHbIN (DAHTOM.

— [a, — Tak’ke TUXO OTBETUJ eMy s, — Thl €€ Toxe BUauIb? Ternepb Thl MHE BEpUILb?

— 51 Tebe u paHblile Bepul, — BCE Takke THX0 oTBeTv MHe CtedaH, — A 4To ¢ Hell Takoe? D10
YTO Ha He, KPOBb?

S1 mopmomien Kk Het OJVKe U OIMYCTUIICS PSIJIOM C Hell Ha KOJICHU.

— Hukcasnna, — mo3Bai s e€ Tuxo.

OHa OTKpbLIa CBOM 3alUIaKaHHBIE I71a3a ¥ TOCMOTpesia Ha MeHsl. §1, B3iporHyB, OnoMHMIICS. $1
OBICTPO JOCTAJI U3 KApMaHa MepYaTKy U CyI0POKHO HATSHYJ UX Ha CBOM PYKH, a Ha TOJIOBY HAKMHYII
KaIIoIIIOH, CKPBIBasi CROE OTBPATUTEILHOE JIMILIO JIMYA.

Ona HEpBHO CIVIOTHYJIA U NIEPEBEia CBOM 3aTpaBJlieHHBIN B3I ¢ MeHs Ha CredaHa.

— He 6Goiicsa Hac, npekpacHass Hukcasmna, — mporoBopui Mol 6par, a 3ateM go6aBui, — S
MJIaqImui Opar storo 6onBana [xymuana, meHs 30ByT Credan [lare.

C 3TUMM CJIOBaMH OH YYTUBO MOKJIOHWJICS AEBYIIIKE.

OHa ucryraHHO paccMaTpuBasia €ro, a s BHUMATesIbHO cMOTpest Ha He€. OHa ObUla CIOBHO
COTKaHa U3 cepeOpHCTOro TyMaHa, HO JJake B TAKOM BHJE 51 OTUETIIMBO PasIiisifies], YTo OHa Oblia BCs
B CHHsIKAaX, a €€ COpOYKa Ha Iiede Obljla pa3opBaHa M BCSI B KPOBH.
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— K10 mocmen kocHyThCst TeOs1? — pa3srHeBaHHO TIPOTOBOPUIT 1.

OHa B3/IpOTrHYJIa OT MOMX CJIOB U €€ IJ1a3a HATIOJIHWIUChH CIIe3aMHU.

— JlemoHoBa Ge3nqHa! — BeIpyrasics s1, — He Oolicsa MeHs, IeBOYKa, 1 He IPUYMHIO TeOe 371a.
[Tpocro ckaxu MHe, uTo ¢ ToO0H? KTo mocmesn TpoHyTh TeOs1?

OHna 1i1yOO0KO 3a/IbIIIIANA, MBITAsSCh CIIPABUTLCS CO CBOUMU SMOLIMSIMHU, & 3aTeM X PUTLIBIM TOJI0-
COM BBIJIaBUJIA!

— I'epuor beprse.

— Bbpat umneparopa? — nporoBopuit ynusieHHo Ctedas.

— Jla, — kuBHyJa oHa, — OH BBIKpAJ MEHS U3 akajeMuu. EMy HyxkeH MO#l jap BUsIIEH, a
TouHee nH(popmairs. Ho s mjioxo KOHTPOJIMPYIO CBOU Jap, U eCliU 51 He OKaXyCh eMy TOJIe3HOU, TO
OH... — OHA IIpepBaJIach, CyJOPOXKHO BCXJIUIIHYB.

— INousTHO, — *ecTko npousHec CredaH.

— YTO KOHKPETHO OH XO4YeT OT TeOs, — CIPOCUJT 5 €€ B3BOJIHOBAHHO.

OHa MoATsHY/1a TIOBBIIIe PAa30PBAHHYI0 COPOYKY C OTOJISHHOTO TUIeYa M CKpecTwia PyKH Ha
TPy, 3aKPbIBASICh.

— Emy nyxHa Canjipa, — TUXO CO BCXJIUNIAaMU OTBETHJIA JIeBYlIKa, — Ho 51 mpaBia He 3Halo, rje
oHa certyac. U maxe ecnu Obl 3HaJIa, TO BCe paBHO KoHel onuH. He ckaxy, oH yObeT MeHsl, CKaxy —
BC€ paBHO HE OCTaBUT B KUBBIX, IIOJIYyUYHUB TO, UTO XOTEJI.

— Canjipa —3T0 Ta cTpaHHAs MOJIOJASl MAaruyKa, YTo YIOKOMUJIA HECKOJIBKO COTEH MOMX 30MOu ? —
YTOYHUII 4.

— Hla, 310 OHa, — KuBHYJa Hukcasna.

Credan nogoren K HaM OMke U 0OpaTUIICs KO MHE.

— 3T0 He PO He€ JIu paccKasbiBasl Ham Payinb?

— lla, — otBeTw 51 Opaty, — Paysp abCOMIOTHO yBepeH, YTO MMEHHO OHa, Ta camasi, YTO BEpHET
KHU3Hb B Ty 3EMITIO.

— Jlio6ormbiTHO, — pe3tomupoBas Cteda.

S1 BO Bce 11a3a cMOTpet Ha OJIeTHYI0 UCITyraHHYIo IeBouKy. OHa Ipokasia OT X0JI0[a 1 CTpaxa.

— Ckaxu MHe, TJie Thl HAXOIUIIbCSI? — CIIPOCHIT 51 e€ TpeOOBaTEIBHO.

— 3auem? — UCIyraHHO OKPYIJIMJIA OHA CBOM TJ1a3a.

— IIpocto ckaxu MHe, — cepaucs .

— VYcnokoiics, [XyauaH, — TOJOKWI OpaT CBOKO JIaJOHb Ha MOE Iiedo, — Thl e€ myraelib,
BO3bMH CeOsl B PYKHU.

S xoren YK€ 4TO-TO €EMY OTBETHUTDH, 4 TOYHEC MMOCIATh Kyda NOAAJIbIIC, KaK BAPYI' YBU/ICII, YTO
e€ 0Opa3 moaepHyJICS ABIMKOM, OHA 3aCTOHAJIA M Havajla pacTBOPATHCS B BO3IYXE.

— Hukcasnna?! — no3san e€ s1, — ['ne Tol Haxoauibcsi? Ckopee, cKaxku MHe!

Ho e€ yxe He ObUTO, OHAa PacCTBOPUIIACH B BO3IyXE.

— Aaaaaa, — 3aKpHaYaI 1 OT OECCHITHS.

I'nasa 11

— OHa Ta, KOro Mbl Tak JABHO UCKaJIM! — C YBEPEHHOCTBIO TTPOBO3IIackI Payib.

— Tol B 9TOM yBepeH? — ¢ COMHEHHMEM Tiepecrpocuil ero ['adpusnb, — Onmoka MoKeT HaM
J0pPOro OOOUTHUCH.

— AOCOIOTHO yBepeH, — C HEMOKOIeOUMBIM JJOCTOMHCTBOM CTOsUT Ha cBoéM [le Penbu, — Ona
MpUuHAJIa B Iap OT MCHSA KOJbLO MEPTBLIX, U CMOIJIa OAE€TH €T0. Marnsga CMEPTHU ITpUHSIA eé, " 1oa-
YUHUJIACh. A JIO 9TOTO sI COOCTBEHHBIMHM IJ1a3aMU BHUJIEN, KaK OHA MPUMEHWIA «bIXaHUe CMEPTH»
1 BBIpe3aJia Marvei jieca OKoJIO COTHH OOEBBIX OPKOB, MTPeBAPUTEIbHO YOUB MX IIaMaHa.

— Mar-ynuBepcan? — yausieHHo cpocui Credan.

— Iloxoxe Ha To, — 3aAyMUMBO coryamanics Payiab, — Marus seca, Marusi CBTOro mpecrolia,
Marusi CMepTH, O0EBOM Mar, HEKPOMAHT, M KCTaTH, BBISICHUJIOCH, YTO OHA €Ile U MEHTAJINCT.
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— Boru Bcemorymiume! — BOCKJIMKHYJ BOCTOP;KEHHO MO# Opat, — Kautb mpHl sKU3HHU s1 C Hell He
MO3HAKOMMUJICS, TAKYIO IEBYIIKY 51 Obl HEe yIycTun!

Je Penbu paccmesticst Ha cioBa Moero Opara:

— 3TO0 XOpOIIIo, MOBEPh MHE. Y JEBYIIKM BECbMa CBOEHPABHBIN XapaKTep, OHa CMeJia U yIpsiMa,
a elie cuiibHa U OecctpaimHa. He 3Hat0, Kakoil My)X4rMHa CMOXET COBJIAIATh C TOW Oypel, 4To TauTcs
BHYTPH HEE.

— CkobKO € J1eT? — IOMHTEPECoBAJICS f1.

— He 6onbiitie BoceMHaIaTH, — CioKOWHO OTBeTHI Payib, — U yxe xsieOHy1a ropioika, CKpbl-
BAETCSl U CKUTAETCS MO MOTPAHNYbI0 B COMPOBOXKJICHUM KAKOTO-TO MAPHHUIIIKH, STKOOBI HAa3bIBasl €r0
cBonM Opatom. Ho Tam KpoBHOM CBsA3bIO U He MaxHeT. OHa sIBHO aprCTOKPAaTKa, a OH IIPOCTOJTIOIMH.

— Jlio6oBHUKM? — miepectipocu ['adpuaib.

— He nymato, ckopee Bcero, KJIsiITBa BEpHOCTH Ha KPOBU Y MIAPHUIIIKU, OH SIBHO BOCHIPUHUMAET
e€ KakK CecTpy.

Sl MpadHO TOCMOTpeIT Ha CBOero Opara, a OH Ha MEHs.

— Payinb, ThI cKa3aj, 4To OHa CKpBIBAaeTCs OT KOro-to. OT Koro?

Payib ycencst B BBICOKOE KPeciio ¥ MPOJOJIKIIL:

— Ot cBoero orekyHa, KOTOpOro i Ha3HAuWJI UMIepaTop. A ONEKyH e€ He KTO MHOH, Kak
repuor beprtee, 6pat umneparopa. Bot Tak! — MOABITOXII OH.

— $IcHo, — mporenvIT 1 CKBO3b 3yObl, U 100aBwi yxe st Ctedana, — Bee cxogurcs, Opar.

Ha mou crnoa Ctedpan B MpauHOM MOTYAHUM ITOKA4aJl CBOE TOJIOBOM B 3HAK COTJIACHSL.

[aGpuamb BCTAI CO CBOETO MECTa U MPUHSUICS PacXakUBaTh 110 3auTy.

—Yero ke mbl x1eM? Ham Hafio HaiiTy ipuHLieccy. Yem ObICTpee MBI 9TO c/iesiaeM, TeM ObicTpee
MBI CHUIMEM TPOKJISIThE, Mbl HAl/IEM KPUCTAILIL.

BrniepBble 3a MHOTO IeCATUJIETHH 51 yBU/IEI €r0 TAKUM BooayIeBjieHHbM. Ho Paysnb v noka-
YaJl TOJI0BOM:

— Her, ona He rotoBa, — MpOroBOpMII OH THXO.

—YT1000? — BOCKJIMKHYJI MBI BCE TPOE XOPOM.

$l c HemOHMMAaHWeM YCTaBWIICS Ha JIpyra.

— Paynb, He ThI 71 Hac yOeXkJal B TOM, YTO TaK BaXXHO MOCKOpee HANTH Mara, KOTOPbIA BEpPHET
’KU3Hb MEPTBBIM 3eMJISIM, KOTOPBIA OCBOOOUT UCTEP3aHHbIE IyIIIH, KOTOPBIE TOMSTCS B 3TOM MEPT-
BOM ropoze? [la Tel Bce yIM HaMm MPOXY:XKKaJl PO MpHHIeccy AJiecaipy! — MoeMy BO3MYIIIEHHIO
He OBUIO Tpeena.

Credpan BCTan psAI0M CO MHOW M TOXE HAKMHYJICS Ha Paynsi:

— Muil He moxem xkaath! Tonbko He ceftyac! — pa3o3mwicss OH, — Thl XOTh MOHUMAEIIID,
HACKOJIbKO OMAacCHBI BCE 3T €€ MyTelIeCTBUs 10 MOrpaHuybio? A ecii oHa noruOHet? Thl mogymalt
00 saTOM?

Harm ¢ 6patom Trpap! He mpousBesu Ha Payiis Hukakoro aggekra, OH Bce TakKe MPOIoKal
BOCCEJaTh B CBOEM Kpeciie JInya C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM BHJIOM.

— OHa He T0oTOBa, TOBOPIO 51 BaM. OHa JOJKHA caMa MPOUTH TOT MyTh, YTO YTOTOBUJIM €/ OOTH.
MBI MOXeM JIUIITb HaOJToIaTh.

— E€ uier repuor beprbe, — Mpauno nporopopui Credan, — HaBepHsika Ha ymiax cTout Bes
UMIIepysi, BO3MOKHO U B IPYTHX FOCYAApCTBaxX OOBSIBIIIM HA HEE OXOTY.

[aGpwuamb mpoosIKa pacXaXxuBarh B3aJ U BIIepe], a sl He y3HaBaJl HAIlIero MOHUKIIETO ApyTa.
Ceituac, OT ero MeJIaHXOJIMU He OCTaJIOCh U ciea. OH ObUT BECh TIOJIOH ONTUMH3MA M SHEPTHH.

— 51 cam Oyny 3a Heit mprcmarpuBath. [1e oHa ceityac?

Paynb Beceso XMBIKHYJI, HO BCE ke OTBETHI:

— Ona OblJ1a B OJHOM U3 TOPOJOB COIO3HOTO TOCYJapCTBA HAEMHUKOB, YCTPOMJIA TaM Takoe! —
OH BECceJI0 paccMestyICs, BBO/ISI HAC BO BceoOllee HeIoyMeHMe.

Ho yBunes Haie Heteprienue, Payib mpogomskit:
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— OHa 4yTh He pa3pylInia Moji ropoaa, Bce ObIJI0 B KPOBU U OTHE, — IPOTOBOPUJI OH BOCXU-
mieHHo, — Takas cuia! Takas mons! U Beb He uctyranach 1 He pacTepsiiach.

S Tepst TeprieHue:

— Tl ckazan «OblTa», a ceityac oHa rie? $1 Tak IOHMMAalo, B TOM ropojie e€ yxke HeT.

He Pesib yTBEpAMTENIBHO KAauHYJ CBOEH TOJIOBOM.

— Bce BepHO, OHa MOKWHYJIa TOPOJ B KOMIAaHUU TPeX CTPaHHBIX MaroB. OJUH U3 KOTOPBIX
Bamnup. OH TO U MepeHec e€ 13 3TOro ropoja, a MOTOM BEpHYJICS U 32 CBOUMHU JIPY3bsIMHU.

—Yro? — ynuBuica Credan, — A nouemy CTpaHHBIX ?

— A CTpaHHOCTH B TOM, UTO OIMH BaMITUP, BTOPOI 0OOPOTEHb, a TPETHIA IPOY. A ellle Bce Tpoe
BITIOOJIEHBI B He€ Kak MaJIbUMIIKHU, — paccMesiicsl Payis Ha mocnenHeit pase.

— Haaa, — npotsinyn ['abpuaib, — He XxBaTasio HaMm TYT ellle TPOMX PEBHUBBIX YXaXKepOB Hallen
MIPUHIIECCHI.

Paynbs mocmMoTpen Ha cBOI IepCTeHb JIM4ya U COOOLITHIT:

— OHa xuBa, 3710poBa 1 Onarononyyna. Ceiiuac HAaXOOUTCS HA TEPPUTOPUH OJHOM U3 MTPOBHH-
LW UMIIepHH, B JiecHON Tinyn. E€ MyX4nHBI HaIeXKHO CIIpATAIN €€ OT TIOCTOPOHHUX I71a3, OHA B
0e30MmacHOCTH, — yBepsi1 Hac Paynb.

— Yro *x, Oynem kKIarh, — BOOLYIIEBIEHHO MTPOroBopui ['abpuaiib.

— Ocranocs He fonro, apyr, — nogdoapu ero Jle Penbu.

[Mocie okoH4aHMs coBeTa ryert. Mbl ¢ OpaToM YeTUHWINCH B OTIEIBHOM 3aJie ABopia. 1 He
ycriesa 3a HaMH 3aKPBIThCS IBEPh, Kak CTeaH oOpaTUiics KO MHe:

— Ona He npuxonuia 6osbiie K Tede, opar?

$1 oropueHHO Mnokavas roJOBOM.

— Her, He npuxoaunia, — ckazai sl B3BOJIHOBAHHO.

Vike miponuio Tpu aHs, a Hukcasmna Oosnbine He siBiisiack MHe. S He Haxomui ceOe MecTa,
Aylla TO U JIeJI0 pBajiachk Kyna-1o. Ho uro s mor caenats? $1 He 3Hau e€ Mecrononoxenus. OHa He
ycresia MHe CKa3aTh, Tie HaXOqu1ach. BecrokoicTBO U CTpax 3a €€ KU3Hb PBAIM MHE JIYIIY.

— Hano uro-To menath, 6par, — 00ecrmokoeHHO BbiiaBuI U3 cedst CtedpaH.

—Yro? Yro 51 Mory caenars? — yIpy4eHHO CIIPOCUII 5 ero, — S He 3Halo, rje e€ Aepkut beprbe.
ITO MOXET ObITh COBEPILIEHHO TIie YTOAHO, ¥ He (pakT, 4to B umnepur. OH MOr CripsTaTh €€ Kyaa
YTO/IHO, BOCIIOJIb30BABIIKCH MOPTAJaMU WM aMyJIeTaMu MepeHoca.

S B Geccrtum cxkajl CBOM KYJIaKH U 3aCKPHIIE]T 3yOamu:

— Ho knsHych nepen 6oramu, 1 BCeMH MEPTBBIMH TOH ITyCTOIIH, OH CHJIBHO TT0XKAaJIeeT O TOM,
YTO TPOHYJI e€!

I'nasa 12

Huxcasina

OuHyJach 1 CHOBA OT CHJIbHBIX ynapoB. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 MeHs1 OMIM He T10 JIMITY, a KaXeTcs B
JKABOT, I KAJKETCS HOT'OM.

— 000X, — BBIJIOXHYJIA I, CKPYUMBAsICh OT OOJIM B KaJIAUKK.

— O, noxoxe, mpuIia B cedst, — MPOroBOpuiI KTo-10, — JlaBaii, Tamu e€ B 3aJl, ero CBETJIOCTh
JABHO KJIET.

MeHs nogxBaTuiM YeThIpe KPENKHUE PYKHM M MOBOJIOKJIM KyJa-TO Ha CBET. Mbl OKa3aJIMCh B
TEIUI0 HaToIIeHHOM 3aJie. [lociie X0I0IHOM U ChIPOM TEMHMIIBI, B KOTOPOU 51 TPOAPOIIa 10 KOCTEH,
3/1eCh MOE TeJI0 MOYYBCTBOBAJIO JIOJTOKAAHHOE TETLIO, a CBET OKOH ¥ KaMHHA OCJIETUISIIT MOM YCTaJlble
r1a3a. MeHs1 OecliepeMOHHO IIBBIPHYJIH Ha ITOJT BO3JIe HOT I'epIiora, KOTOPBIHA C BAKHBIM BUIOM CTOSLT
BO3JIE OIPOMHOI0 KaMHHa.

VBUIEB MeHs1, OH OPE3IJIMBO MIOMOPIITHICS.

— Hy uto, yBaxkaemas yienqu Hukcassna, yto Hagymanu? — CHOKOMHO CIPOCHJT OH.

— 4] npaBpa He 3Hal, T/Ie certyac AslecaHpa, — MPOIIeNnTaa s MepPecOXIMME IyOamH.
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— XopoI110, — KUBHYJI OH U IIEJIKHYJ KOMY-TO MaJIbIIaMH.

W BIpyr CHIIBHBIN XJIECTKUH yAap TUIETH OOPYILIUIICS HA MOM TUIEYH U CIIHY.

— Aaaa, — CIaBJICHHO 3aKpuyasa .

— Copory ele pa3, — BCe Takke CIOKOWHO TOBOPHJI CO MHOM repuor, — Yto Bam uzBectHo
o Anecanape Anucbe?

S ThX0 cKynmmiia otT 60H.

— 4 yxe ckazana, s He 3Halo, rae ceiiuac Canzipa, — IpOroBopuia s, ciepxusas ciessl, — Ho
MHE yJaJI0Ch KOE-4TO YBUIETh O cMepTH AJutaHa beprsbe.

I'eprior mocMoTpent Ha MeHsl, TPUILY PUBIIHCH:

— 41 cnymaio, — ckaszaj OH HAaCTOPOKEHHO.

$1 mouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK 4TO-TO 3aBiajieBaeT MHOU. Heyxenu moxuieHue u u30MeHus mociy-
JKUJIA CBOETO POjIa TOJYKOM JIJIsl TIPOPhIBa MOETO J1apa. Bedpb s1 BriepBbie TOMBKO 37€Ch CMOIJIA XOTh
KaK-TO 3aCTaBUTh €ro padboTaTh MO MOEMY KeJaHHIO.

Brpyr s ycnbimana cBoi COOCTBEHHBIN CIIOKOWHBIN Tos1oc. OH ObLT MOH, HO B TO e BpeMsl OH
ObLJT CJIOBHO YYXXOW, TAKON CTPaHHBIA U OTPEIeHHbIA, TAKOW XOJIOIHBIMH.

— JIeMOHBI ka1, Iy CKOpOesi, MHOTO MCTep3aHHBIX XkepTB noryowu. [leBa GeccrpariHas
JIMIIb 3AIUIIAIACK, )KHEIl JaBHO KaXkAas AyITy ero, 00ru opyxue B pyKU e T, JKHell HapaBJIsiI
CUJTy €€, B OKO KJIMHOK OHH C CUJIOH 3arHaJli, TaK MPEKPaTUIICS MyTh )KU3HH €ro.

Brpyr onieneHeHre oT Bcero ckazaHHOro ckoBajio Mo€ tesno. O 6orm, 4to s ceidvac ckazaa?
910 5 ckazana? Mim KTo-To roBOpUJI uepe3 MeHsl?

Myparku nodexaa o Moemy Teily, a Ha JIOy BBICTYITHIT XOJIOAHBIH 1OT. $1 nepeBena B3MIsiy
Ha Oparta UMIiepaTropa, OH CTOSIT CJIOBHO CTaTysl, OJIeIHBI M HETOABMKHBIN. 3aTeM, OH, OyITo Obl
OYHYBIIKCH, B3JJPOTHYI.

— Yro ThI ceiuac ckazaja, TBapb!? — 3aKkpyuyasl OH HA MEHSI.

A 3aTeM OH HarHyJICsl M CUJIbHO CXBATHJI MEHsI 32 BOJIOCHI.

— Moxer, Tsl BUIMIIb U CBOIO cMepTh? [locMoTpr MHe B ri1asa, st Oy/1y TeM, KTO IpepBeT TBON
MyTh JKU3HU.

1 He 3Hasa, YTO CO MHOM MPOU3OIILIO, HO s TOYEMY-TO COBEPILIEHHO MepecTaia 0osaThes. CTpax
MPOCTO Kyaa-To ymes. M kak Obl CHJIBHO HU OWJI MEHsI Teplor, Kak Obl HM PUYHUHSIT MHE OOJb, 5
BCE PaBHO He 0Os1ach.

— 41 He Go1OCh yMepeTh, — TUXO U CIIOKOWHO 3asiBWiIa eMy s, — 0o s 3Hai0, 4T0 MOsi CMepTh
HE HACTYIHUT ceiiuac U He OT BallluX PyK.

OH 3amep, a s TPOJOJIKUIIA:

— 3aro s 3Ha10, KaKUM OyJIeT Balll KOHEll, — TUXO MTPOrOBOPUJIA 51, BCE TaKKe CIIOKOMHO CMOTPSI
eMy TpsIMO B IJ1a3a.

OH cxaj pykd y MeHsI Ha TOpJie ¥ CBHPEIO MOCMOTpeJT MHE B JIMIIO. f e ocTaBajiach COBep-
IIIeHHO OeCcCTpPacTHOM.

— Her crparisee 9Toro mpoKJIsiThsi, CTPACTHBIN CMEPTHU MOLETYH BHITHET JKU3Hb TBOIO /10 KAILTH.

VYcrplimaB MO CJI0Ba, €ro JIMIO UCKa3UIIOCh, OH BECh CIIOBHO 3aTPSICCS.

— Benpma, ThI qymaeliis, s moBepio Tede? — MPOKpUYal OH MHE C SIPOCTBIO M BJIETIJI 3BOHKYIO
TOIIEYMHY.

OT cuitel ero ynapa y MeHs BCe MOTEMHENIO B I71a3ax. 370CTh M HEHABUCTh K STOMY YEJIOBEKY
nornotiiii MeHsi. OH Bce paBHO yObeT MeHs, KOrjja sI CTaHy eMy He Hy’KHa, TaK 3a4eM MHE TOBOPUTh
€My XOTb YTO-TO?

310 5 U1 Hero Xpadpuiiack, TOBOPs, UTO 3HAI0 0OCTOATENbCTBA CBOel cMepTr. Ho Ha camom
aerne, 3To He ObUIo MpaBaoi. [laxke camble JIydIlie OpaKyJibl MOIJIA BUAETh MHOTOE, TPAKTUIECKH BCE
1 000 BCeX, HO HUKTO U3 HUX HE MOT YBHIETh COOCTBEHHBII KOHEIl. 3HAIN 00 3TOM JIMIIb eJUHHUIIBL.
41 Toxe 3HaNa, YTO MHE HE IaHO YBUAETH M MIPE/ICKa3aTh COOCTBEHHYIO CMEPTh, KaK M HECUACThsI, TaK
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1 mo60Bb. Jlaxke eciM MOt 1ap OTKPOETCsI MOIHOCTHIO, a MO CJIOBAM MOMX yUHTeNeH, s J0JKHA CTaTh
OYeHb CUJIbHBIM OPAKYJIOM, TO BCE paBHO MOE OyuyIiiee OyaeT A1l MeHsI HeJOCTYITHBIM ISl BUJICHUS.

I'epuior BbIITyCTHT MEHSI U3 CBOEW XBAaTKU U IIPOU3HEC:

— 41 3Ha10, KaK MHE MOTYYUTh OT TeOs1 TH(OPMAIIHIO, — CKa3aJl OH 33[yMUYHBO, — A TIOKa, Y Te0s
ere OyJieT BpeMs Ha pa3MbIIILICHUS.

OH CHOBa IIEJNKHYI MaJbl[aMU, MEHsI CHOBA MOAXBATHIIM TIOJ PYKU M TIOBOJIOKJIM OOpaTHO B
TEMHHUILY.

BHOBB OKa3aBIIMCh MPUKOBAHHOM HEMSMH K CTEHE MOA3eMeJbsl, HA CBOEM KJIOUKE COJIOMBI I
roppKo 3arviakaia. Yro xe mHe aenarsb? Yro genars? Kro MHe nomoxer?

OtBer ObU1 oueBHIeH. HUKTO. AGCOMIOTHO HUKTO HE MOMOXeT MHe. OTJassHue TOTHOCTHIO
oBJaieBasio MHOM. McTeprka rpo3uiachk IpopBarhcsi OypHBIM TOTOKOM.

Sl cunena, MIOTHO MpUXkaB K ceOe KOJIeHH, U CYJOPOKHO TbITaslack AymMaTb. MoxeT MO aap
noMoskeT MHe? DTO eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO Y MEHsI ObUIO.

S moTsHyNack K CTeHe Moa3eMerbsl, TOJIOKUIA Ha XONOAHYIO BIaXHYI0 KHUPIUYHYIO KJIAAKy
CBOM JIAZIOHU, U TIPMKAJIACh K HE JIOOM.

— Ilokaxu MHe, r1ie s, MPOIIY, — YMOJIsiIa s CBOH Jap, B3bIBasi K CHJIE.

Brpyr Mou 1ajoH1 NOTEIUIENH, FOJIOBa 3aKPYKUJIaCh, MEHsI CJIOBHO BHIKMHYJIO 32 ITPEEIbl TEM-
HUIIBL S onryTria cedst KAKMM-TO OECTEIECHBIM JyXOM, KOTOPBIN CIOBHO TYMaH TUTBUT CKBO3b CTEHBI
Y STAXKH.

U BoT, crycTsi HEKOTOpOe BpeMs 51 OKa3asach BO3JIe OIPOMHOM MPAYHON KPErocTU. DTO ObLT
(opT norpaHnybsi, PSAOM PaCTIONATIUCh IPUCTPOUKH FAPHU30HA, KPETTIOCTHOW BaJl M POB C IMOABEM-
HBIM MOCTOM. Bce yka3bBasio Ha, TO YTO 3TO ObLJIa KPEnocTh MOrpaHuIHoro pyoexa. Ho ocraBasncs
BOIPOC, Ha TPaHUIIAX ¢ KAKUMH 3eMJISIMH CTOSLT 3TOT popT?

Sl moBepHyJ1a roJIoBy B CTOPOHY MOILIEHOM TJIOIIAIKH BO3JIE CEBEPHON CTEHBI KPETOCTH U yBU-
aena crond ¢ nensmu. W BOpyr nepej MOMMM IJIa3aMH CHOBA 3aMeNIbKaJIM KAPTUHKH, Ha KOTOPBIX
IMPUBA3aHHBLIC K 9TOMY CTOJI6y ACBYIIKH BU3XKa/IW U KpUYaJid 1104 KECTOKMMU yaapaMU KHYyTa. A
CJIOBHO cama OlTyIlayia Kask/Iblii HAHOCUMBIN UM yzap. S B3aparuBana Kaxablid pa3, KOrjaa cibliiasa
CBHUCT IIJIETU U €€ XJIECTKUI yaap. 41 cioBHO YyBCTBOBaJIa BCIO TY 60Hb, YTO UCIIBITHIBAJIM TN HECYACT-
HBIC JKCPTBLI.

3aTeM s B3MIsIHY/Ia Ha KPEMOCTHOM Baj, U KPOBb OT/IMJIA OT Moero juna. O 60ru, CKOJIbKO
K€ HEeCYaCTHBIX OBbUIO 3aKOMaHO Ha 3TOM Baly. VX He XOpOHWIIM TO-4YelIOBEYECKH, a MPOCTO Kak
Oponssunx codak, CKUABIBAIU B IMY M ITPUKATIBIBATIA 3eMIICH.

OT Bcero 3TOro TOIIHOTA MOAKATHIBAJIA K MOEMY ropity. f mocrenmia OTBEpHYThCS U yIIepiach
B3IVISIIOM B MOYEpHEBIyIo OamHio (opra. [la, 3170 ObUta Ta camast OamiHs, B KOTOPO# OblIa 3arepTa
Canppa, ¥ B KOTOpOW HACHJIBHUK ¥ yOuiiiia Ansian bepTbe Halesn cBOil KOHell.

Ho uto 310 MHE naBasno? DT1oro ObUIO HE JOCTATOYHO. 1 CHOBA MOTSHYNACh K CTEHaM Kpero-
CTHU, U BAPYT APYIrU€ KAPTUHKH 3aMEJIbKAJIN Y MCHA TIEPEN JIMLIOM. ! yBUAECIa KaKk COTHU W ThICAYU
OPKOB OCa’K/JIaJIi KPETNoCTh, KAK OHMU IIJTA Ha IITYpM 3TOro (hopTa, KaK 3apsikKajid CBOU KaTamyJIbThl,
KaK OTHEHHBIE CTpeJIbl IPKUM JOXAeM OOpYIIMBAINCh HA 3AIIUTHUKOB KPETOCTU. 3aTeM BHUICHHUE
MOMCHSAJIOCH, U A YBUIECIA HEXKUTD. COTHH U THICAYH 30MOH U CKEJIETOB BBIXOOWJIM U3 TCMHOTBI Y€P-
Helomero MEpTBoro Jeca. OHU CJIOBHO OrpoMHasi OecIIoNIaHas JIaBUHA, YHIUTOKAIM BCE KUBOE Ha
CBOCM ITyTH. ! BUacj1a, Kak 9TUMU MépTBLIMI/I BOMHAMU OBLIIN BBIPE3aHbI HEJIBIC ITOCCJICHHUA U ICPEBHU
BOMM3M 3TOM KpernocTh. Takke BuUeaa KpoBaBble OMTBBI, B KOTOPHIX YUYAaCTBOBAJIM Marv UMIEPUU
apmus umrieparopa. ToJbKO ¢ TIOMOIIBIO OTPOMHBIX YCHIJIUN UMIIEPUH YIAJIOCh OTCTOSTH MOTPAaHNY-
HBIA (POPT U 3aYUCTUTH ITY 3EMJIIO OT HEKUTH.

§l 3amoTana royioBoi, OTTOHSsI TONIOBOKPYKEHHE U a[cKylo 0oib. [la, 3a MocaeaHue CyTKH s
CUJIbHO TTPOJBHMHYJIACh B OCBOCHUH CBOel criibl. Ho BCE ke Moka BiaJeHue JapoM JaBajioch MHE C
TpynoM. ['00Ba ryaena Tak, CJIOBHO KOJIOKOJ, ¥ Tiepe]] IJIa3aMH BCe PACTLIbIBAIOCh.
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Sl conzna Mo cTeHe W CHOBA IMpHKasla K CBOEW I'PyJM KOJIEHH, MBITAsAICh XOTh HEMHOI'O IpU-
BE3TU CBOM MBICJIM B MOPSJIOK U YCIIOKOUTBCS. S UyBCTBOBAJIA CUJIbHEHIYIO YCTAIOCTh, BEKU CJIOBHO
HAJIWICh CBUHLIOM, MEHS CUJIBHO KJIOHWJIO B COH.

MHe cHOBa CHUJIaCh HEXKUTh. 51 1A Yepe3 TEMHBIE YJIMLIbI HEM3BECTHOTO roposa. Bee Bokpyr
ObLIIO TEMHBIM ¥ MPauHbIM. BbICOKO B HeOe CBeTHIIa JTyHA, HO yXkKe [Ie-TO BaJIeKe CBETJIeN TOPHU30HT.
[IpenpaccBeTHble CyMEPKH OKYTHIBAJIM ITYCTHIE YIULIBI BA3KUM I'YCTHIM TYMaHOM. f 111712 IO MOLIIEHBIM
YJIMLIAaM ¥ MOCTOBBIM, U OIIYILIEHUE HEBEPOATHOM TOCKH U JyIIEPA3IMPAIOLIUX CTPaJaHU OKYThIBAJIO
MeHsI BCI0. B 3TOM TeMHOM U ITyCcTOM ropojie He ObLIO HY €JMHOM )KUBOU [IYIIIH, 51 OTKYJa-TO 3HaJIa 3TO.
TemHbIe ToMa BO3BBIIIAINCH HAJI0O MHOM )KYTKMMU I'POMaIUHAMHU, ITyTrasi CBOEH 3JI0BEIIEN TUIIMHOW
U mycToTor. Hu menust nTuil, Hy j1ast cCOOaK, HU TOJI0OCOB, HY 3BYKOB, 371eCh ObliIa a0COMIOTHASI MEPTBasI
TUIIMHA. VI TOSIBKO BETep BbLI CPey CTEH JIOMOB, Pa3HOCS 3allax pasJiaraioleics IioTu.

Mens ocenuiia gorajaka. f B ropoae MEpTBbix ? Mol gap peini Tak cretiduiecky HaJJo MHOR
TIOIIYTUTh, BOIUIONIAsI BCE CaMble JKyTKHe MOM cTpaxu? Huuero s Tak cHjbHO He 0osilach B TOM
KM3HU KaK HeKUThb. V1 BOT 51 B 0UepeIHOM CBOEM BUIEHUM OKa3bIBAIOCh B TOPOJIE MEPTBBIX, KOTOPBI
10 JIereH/ie NOKeH Mpocto e€ kumeTb. Hy u cam ¢akT Toro, 4to 3TOT ropoja ObLT BO3BEIEH Ha
MepTBelax U MPONUTaH UX CTPAAAHUsIMU, a 3eMJIsl UX KPOBbIO, IIOBEPraja MEHsI B OKOHYATEJIbHBIN
yXkac.

Hano npocnytecs! Hayo cpouno, HeamenmmrensHo nnpocHyThest! He Xouy HaxoauThes 371ech!
[TycTth 1 OectenecHblil AyX, MyCTh 5 ceiiuyac B OOJIMKE MpU3paKa, HO BCE PABHO 51 UyBCTBOBAJA 3Ty
TEMHYIO HEPIHI0 CMEPTH, 3Ty TOCKY, 3TU cTpajaHus. W oT 3T0ro Bcero MHe XOTelOCh yNacTh Ha
3eMJTI0, PBaTh Ha ceOe BOJIOCHI M TPOMKO BBITh OT AYIIEBHOW OOJIH.

Sl obxBatua cebs pykaMu W MeIUIEHHO Opesia MO MYCTHIHHBIM YJIUIIaM, O3MpasicCh BOKPYT.
3ayeM # 31ech? YUTo g JOMKHA YBUAETH?

OT TATOCTHBIX Pa3JyMHIdA MEHsSI OTBJIEK CTYK KOIIBIT.

S noBepHyJ1a roJIoBy M YBU/IENA €rO. ..

OH Borutoman coO0i camblil )KyTKHiA KommMap. Ha MeHs1 cTpeMHTeNIbHO MUalicsl YepHBIN Kak
HOYb MEPTBBIN CKAKyH, 3aKOBAaHHBIH B OJIECTSIITYIO JIATHYIO OPOHIO, 2 HA HEM BOCCEIa)l MEPTBBIN BOMH.

Konp ObicTpo nprommkaics, a s He MOIJIA MOIEBEIUTHCS M CIBUHYThCS ¢ MecTa. fl, Kak 3ava-
pOBaHHasi, CMOTpEJa, Kak OT CTyKa KOIIBIT 3TOr0 CKaKyHa copporajack 3emis. Eiie HeMHOro u 3tot
KOHb HACTUTHET MEHS U 3aTOITYeT.

B nocnesHuit MOMEHT s1 ONIOMHWIACH Y MIONSATHIIACH Ha3ajl, HO CIOTKHYJIAch U ynana. CKkakyH
BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBHJICS BO3JIe MEHSI M BCTaJI Ha ABIOBL. §1 C y’kacoM B3upasa, Kak ero rnepeHue KormbiTa
paccekIM BO3AyX B MIJIJIUMETPE OT MOETO JIULIA.

Crpax ckoBas Bc€ moe Telio. $1 3axmypuiiach U 3aTania JpixaHue. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE 51 YCIIbl-
11aJ1a, Kak KOHb C TPOMKHMM CTYKOM OITyCTHJI, HAKOHELl, CBOU MepeJHHUE KOIbITa Ha 3EMITIO.

Bpems o, a s Tak M cujiena Ha XOJIOJHOM MOCTOBOM, 3aKMYPUBIIMCE. BOKpYT ObLIIO OYEHb
THXO, M 51 BCE-TaKM PElInIach OTKPBITh Mia3a. Mypaiiku npodexaiy o MoeMy Tey. S B3rmisgom
yIiepJiach B YbH-TO caroru. 1 MeJyieHHO 1 OOSI3IMBO Havasa CKOJIb3UTh B3IISIIOM BBEPX, IO CHITY3TY
MY’KUUHBI, OIETOMY B JIOPOT'YI0 TEMHYIO OJ€:Xay. S MOoAHsIIa CBOM IJ1a3a BBIIIE U YK€ 3HaJIa, 4TO
TaM yBUKY. V1 BOT, uepe3 MrHOBEHHE MOU IJ1a3a BCTPETUIIMCH C KPOBABO-KPACHBIM CBETOM ITYCTBIX
I[JIa3HULL JINYA.

— Hukcasnna, — TMXO M KyTKO BBIIOXHYJI 3TOT MEpPTBELL.

I'naBa 13

JKynnan

B camplil ocnesHuMin MOMEHT s yBUZEN e€. 1 efie ycriesl OCTaHOBUTD CKakyHa. Sl Tak ucmyrascs
3a He€. Of1Ha TOJIBKO MBICIb O TOM, UTO $1 MOT'Y HaBpPEJUTh €ii, BBEpraja MeHsl B OTYassHUE. XOTs
yXke TOTOM s OTIOMHHJICSI, OHA ke Obl1a OecTeIeCHOM, OuepeIHbIM BUICHUEM, TIPU3PAKOM Ha 3TOM
MEpTBOM 3eMJIE.
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A CIIPBITHYJI CO CBOETO KOHA W THUXO IMOJOLICI K Hert. OHa cuaciia Ha XOJIOOHBIX 6yJI])I>KHI/IKaX
YJIUIIBI, CKABIIUCh B KOMOYEK OT cTpaxa. Takas MajieHbKasi, Takas IoHas u Oe33amurHas. S Hakio-
HWICS HAJI JIEBYIIKON U CTa pa3misAapBaTh e€ OneqHoe uio. OHa OTKphUIa CBOM SIHTApHBIC T1a3a
Y C UCITyTOM YCTaBWJIaCh HA MEHSI.

— Hukcasnia, — THXO MPOroBOPUII 51, ¥ OT 3ByKa MOETO rojioca OHa BCS B3APOrHYJIA.

S mbicierHo momopuics. OHa OOUTCs MeHs, yKac 1 OTBpallieHre ObLJIO HAMMMCAHO Ha €€ JIIIE.

— He Ooticst MeHs, IeBOYKa, — KaK MOKHO MsITde IPOTOBOPHLI 51 eli, — 51 He mpuunHio TeOe Bpeaa.

OHa 4T0-TO XOTeJa CKa3aTh, HO CJIOBA He JaBAJIMCh €i, OHAa UCITyTaHHO XBaTajia PTOM BO3ayX. S
K€ IPUHSAJICA pasrisdablBaTb €€ BCIO ¥ 3aMETHJI HOBBIE CUHSIKM Ha €€ Iuieuax u 3aIlsCThAX, 4 Ha CITUHE
e€ copouka OblTa UCTTaYKaHa KPoBbio. boru, e€ 6w rieTbio?

BonHa sipocT mogHsAMaCch B MOEH JIyIIIe.

— OTBeTh MHe, JIeBOUYKA, TeOs] CHOBA UCTSA3aJI reprior? — TpedoBaTeIbHO CIIPOCHIT e€ f1.

OHa cTpaabyecky 3aKphljia I71a3a, U Cjie3a CKaTuiIach o e€ OneHou meke. 51 cen Bosiie Heé
Ha KOPTOYKH U 3ariisiHyT e B IJ1a3a.

— MHe Tak xaJib, MOSI ieBOUKa. Eci ObI 1 MOT XOTb YTO-TO CIEJIaTh, — IPOTOBOPWII S i Jiac-
KOBO.

OT MOWMX CJIOB OHA ITUPOKO PACKPBLIA CBOM IJla3a ¥ U3YMJICHHO YCTaBUJIaCh HA MEHSI.

— Ckaxxu MHe, IJIe Thl HAXOIUIIIbCS? — CIIPOCUJT 51 €.

OnHa HaXMypHJIaCh ¥ YacTo 3aMopraja.

— 41.. 1.. He 3HaI0, — XPUIUTO MPOU3HECA OHA.

41 ot Geccuins Cxkajl KOCTSIIKY CBOMX MaiblieB. YUrto ke nesnars? OHa He 3HauIa, TIe HaXOOUTCH,
WA BO3MOKHO 3HaJIa, HO He roBopriia MHe. He xoTesna roBoputh MHe. Ona 6ostiack MeHs1. Ho st 1o71-
’KeH ObLT y3HaTh, T7Ie OHa HaXOAMUJIach. XOTeJa OHA TOTO WJIM HEeT, HO OHa JIOJKHA MHE BCE PacCKa3aTh.

Sl cnenan mac pykou, U MOM CKaKyH CMepTH pa3Besuics. Sl cienai erie mac pyKou, ¥ OHa CJIOBHO
MIPUPOCIIA K MECTY.

— 41 xe ckazais Tebe, UYTO He MPUYUMHIO Bpeia, — C pa3apaxeHreM Opocu ei s1, — [loueMy Toi
MPOJOJIKACIITh MEHsI 00AThCs?

OHa cHOBa pacTepsiHO 3aXJIoMNaja CBOMMHU OOJIBITUMHU TJIa3aMHU.

— D70 BBIIIIe MOMX CHJI, — ITPOCHIIENIAa OHAa MHe, — 51 Bcerna 6osiiach HeXUTh. JIWIITL OJHA MBICITb
0 30MOU Bcer/ia Bcessila B MeHs ITAHUIeCKUM yKac.

— XM, — yeMexHyIics s, — 51 He 30MOH, JeBOYKa. 3Haelllb, YeM OTJIMYAITCs 30MOM OT Hac?

OHa cyI0pOKHO 3aMOTaJjia FOJIOBOM.

— Mp1 umeeM ayriry, a 3o0MOu HeT. OHM ISUCTBYIOT 110 HAIlIel KOMaH/Ie, OHH IMOJTHOCTHIO MEPTBBI
nu IIYHIOfI U TEJIOM. A JMuu — MCEPTBBI JIMIIb TEJIOM. ILYIHI/I Halllr )KUBbI, OHHU 3aTOYCHBI B 9T MEPTBBIC
tena. Ml marust Hala npu Hac.

3auem st roBOpuII el Bce 3107 BO3MOXKHO, sl TPOCTO XOTeN YCIOKOUTD €€, OTBJIEUb Pa3rOBOPOM.
S1 moiimaut ceOs1 Ha MBICITH, YTO XOUY, UTOOBI OHA TiepecTaia OOSIThCS MEHS.

Sl HakMHYN Ha ce0sl KamioIIoH, U TUIOTHO HATSIHYJI MEpYaTKU Ha CBOM pyKH. VIHTepecHO, oHa
MO3BOJUT ce0s1 KOCHYThCs1? C caMoro mepBoro MOMeHTa, Korja s €€ yBUjIeNI, MHE XOTeJIOCh KOCHYThCS
ee.

A 4Tt0 MHe MeriaeT nonpodoBars? OHa 31ech, U Bcsl B MOel BiacTd. ToNbKO Bellb OHA ObuUIa
6ecreniecHbIM 1yxoM. Ho MHe Ha 310 ObU10 HarteBaTh. OHa OblTa )KUBO, ¥ 3TO ObUIO I1aBHOE. [1ycThb
e€ Tesio OBUIO TJIe-TO TaM, JIajieKo, HO Jymia e€ OblIa ceilvac 37ech, CO MHOW. $1 id, U uMen cuimy
HaJl [yXaMH, U MyCTh OHA ObLJIa He MEPTBa, HO 3/1eCh ObUT €€ AyX B YUCTOM BHUJIE, 3HAYUT, S MOT €10
MoBeJIeBaTh.

[TycTh OHa He MoMeT MOMX HEWCTBUM, HO XYXKe, YeM yKe eCcTh ceiluac, Bce paBHO He Oy[er.
OHa ¥ Tak MeHs1 O0UTCS [0 IPOXKH B KOJIEHsIX. Tak 4To MHE TepsTh?

S menKHy najabplaMy ¥ B3MaxHysl pykoi. OHa OMKHYJ/Ia U BCSI paclpsIMIIIACh. 3aTeM, OHa Kak
3aBeJleHHAs KyKJia BCTajia Ha HOTH Y TIOCITYIITHO OMYCTHJIA CBOM PYKH BJOJb TeJa.
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—Yro... 4TO. .. IPOUCXOAUT? — UCITYTaHHO MPOrOBOPUJIA OHA.

— Huuero, — criokoiiHo miporoBopu 1, — He Ooiics.

A caM TeM BpeMeHeM CTaJl OOXOIUTh €€ Mo KPyry, paccMaTpuBasi e€ BCIO.

— 3710 cnep OT I1eTh? — SPOCTHO CIPOCUJI €€ 51, YBU/IEB JJIMHHBINA TOHKUII ITOPE3 Ha €€ CIIMHE.

Ona Mommyana, a s CepauiICcsl BCe CUJIbHEE.

— OtBeuaii MHe, s MOBeJieBalo Tebe, IMEHEM MepTBIX ! — 3JI00HO TpOIIHUIe 1.

OHa Bcsl HanpsIach, HO BCE ke OTBETUJIA:

— [la, aTO clen OT IJIeTH.

— I'ne To1 HaxoguibesA? — TpeOOBATETIHHO CITPOCUIT 5 €€ BHOBb.

Omna nokavasia rojoBOu.

— 51 He 3Ha10, — pOOKO OTBETMJIA OHA.

— I'me T HaXOAUIIbCSI? — SIPOCTh MOSI CKBO3WJIA B KAXJIOM CJIOBE.

— 4 mpaBpa He 3Hal0, — UCITyTraHHO TpoJiernieTaia oHa U Jodasuia, — Ho Mory omnmcars 310 MecTo
1 TO, YTO CMOIJIA YBUJETh B CBOMX BUJICHUSIX.

$1 06eryeHHO MBICJICHHO BBIJOXHYJT U CKa3aJl:

— Xopotio, paccka3blBail Bce, 4TO BUJENA.

Crenyroiie MUHYT JIBALIATh — TPUAATh Hukcasnia mogpoOHeM o6pa3oM paccKas3biBaja
MHE O KPerocTH, B KOTOpoy Haxoauiack. OHa moBegaia MHE 000 BCeX BUJICHUSIX, UTO MMOCETUIHN €
Tam. OHa roBopuJia, a 1 XMypuJIcs. ITO MECTO Ka3ajloch MHE 3HakoMbIM. Hexutb 1 opku. Kaxercs,
s IOHSL, Te repror npsran Hukcasmty, a 1o storo u e€ mogpyry Canapy. DTo ObLT OrpaHUIHBIN
dopt I'po30BoIt, OH pacrnionarajcs Mexay umnepuel u teppoit Kpom, a jieBee Haxoquiiach MepT-
Basl IMyCTOIIb. XM, XUTPBIH TepIior MpoayMas Bce, 9TO ObLJIO0 caMoe ITyX0e MECTO IMOrpaHuybs. Tam
TBOPWJIOCH TIOJTHOE Oe33akoHue. OueHb yI0OHO UMETh B TAKOM MECTe OTIOPHBIN MYHKT M 3aMOK, TJIe
JoOble CBOU 3JIOfISSTHUSI BCErja MOXKHO CITUCATh HA HAaOern KPOBOKAJHBIX OPKOB, UJIM HAa BHE3AITHO
TOSIBUBIIMICS OTPSIJT HEXKUTU C MEPTBOM ITYCTOIIIH.

OnHa 3aKOHYMJIA TOBOPUTh M HEPBHO 3aKyCcHJa CBOK ryOy, TepeOWB MaslbllaMHU TOJIBI CBOEH
COpouKH. S1 mojomesN K Hel ONvke U Hayasl BCMaTpUBaThCs B €€ JIUIIO.

— He kycaii cBou 1y0bI, HE IOPTU WX, OHU TaK MIPEKPACHBI, — BAPYT MPOrOBOPHII 51, CaM OT ceOs
HE 0XUJIasi TAKOTO.

Omna 3aMepia 1 CHOBa BCs CKajach.

— $1 Xouy KOCHYTbCsI TeOs1, — TPOrOBOPWIT S TUXO, TIOHUMAS K HEH CBOIO PYKY.

— He Hapno, — ucnyranHo npormenrana oHa, — [Ipomry, He Hano. f He xouy.

S MBICTIEHHO YXMBLTBHYJICS.

— OcTaHOBM M€Hs, €CJIM MOKeEIlb, — CKa3aJl 51 M yKe MOIHEC CBOIO PYKY K €€ IIEKe.

Ona 3amMepra 1 3aKMypuiIach. 51 ke, C 3aMHpaHueM Ccepila, eclid Obl OHO Y MeHsI ObLIO, IPOBET
o €€ MOJIYIPO3pavyHoM IlIeKe CBOEH JIaJIoHbl0. B cienyroliee MrHoBeHUE 51 TIOHSLI, YTO MOsI pyKa
MpoIIUIa CKBO3b HEE, a 51 He MOYyBCTBOBAJ POBHBIM CUETOM HUYETO.

4l ¢ paznpaxeHreM 3aCKpHIiesl CBOUMU 3yOaMu.

— 41 He yyBCTBYIO TeOsI, — CEPANTO MTPOTOBOPUJI S ¥ HAUAJT CTATUBATH C ceOs TepUaTKy.

— Her, He Han0, — nposenerana oHa, OTKPBIB I71a3a U C YKacoM pasIiisablBasi MOIO KOCTIISIBYIO
PYKY, KOTOpasi TSAHYJIACh K €€ JIUILY.

Bapyr s ontyTui jierkoe nokajibiBaHWe HA KOHYMKAX CBOMX KOCTSAIIEK pyK. IMeHHO Tam, rae
MOU TIAJTBITHI KACAJIUCh e€ IEeKH, e€ KOKa UyTh CBETHJIACh, BHI3BIBAS JIETKYIO BUOPAIIUIO.

— $1 HeMHOTO 4yBCTBYIO TeOs1, — YAUBJIEHHO TIPOTOBOPHII 5, — $1 UTO-TO UyBCTBYIO.

Mou KoCTJISIBbIE TTAJTBIIBI TPOXOWIA CKBO3b HEE, U S OLIYIIAJ JIETKUE JIEKTPUUECKUE Pa3psiIbl
Ha cBouXx pykax. Kak crpanno. OHa Boruiomaia co0oi CrycTOK SHEPruu, U MOE MEpTBOE TeJO UyB-
CTBOBAJIO 3TY HEPIUIO, COPUKACASICh C HEMl.

MHe nokazasnoch 3Toro Majio. Yto-To rjiaMeHHOe pa3ropajioch B MOei JIyiie. S XoTesn KacaTbCst
e€ BClo, HO He MOT. I cMor OBl OIIYTUTH JIUIIIL TIOKAJIBIBAHME HA CBOMX JIafoHsX. Jla v (pu3ndyeckoro
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BO30YXK/IEHUS 51 HE MOT MCIIBITHIBATh, Bellb MOE TeJIo ObLJI0 MepTBBIM. Toria 4to xe CO MHOM IMPOWC-
xonumno?

OHa cTosiia BCsl CKaBIIASCS W HAIIPSKEHHAsI, C CHITBHO 32)KMYPHBIIMMUCS IT1a3aMHU.

— [Tocmotpu Ha mens1, Hukcassia, — BJIaCTHO IPOrOBOPUII 1.

OHa NoCIyIIHO OTKpbLIA I71a3a U POOKO MOAHSIA HA MEHSI B3IJISIL CBOMX SIHTAPHBIX IJIa3.

— T oueHb KpacuBasi JeBYIIKA, — CKa3al s €l CIOKOMHBIM TUXUM TOJIOCOM.

S1 moziHeC CBOIO PYKY K €€ IJIeuy M OUEPTHJI KOHTYP €€ pyKH. 3aTeM s OTAHYJICA K €€ Tpyau U
HAKPBUI €€ HeKHbIE MOTyIIapHsi CBOMMU JIAJJOHSIMHU, CHOBA OIIYTUB JIETKHE EKTPUUECKUE pa3psiIbl.
Oma B3pOrHyJa 1 3aKpblla CBOIO TPYAb PyKaMHu.

— He Goiics MeHs1, — ckazan s pa3apaxkeHHo, — OmycTH pyKH.

Oma 3aapoxana, HO MOCHIyIIanack. S kagHoO pasmIsiabBall, Kak BHICOKO MOAHUMANIACh €€ Tpe-
KpacHasi rpyab pH Kaxaom Baoxe. OHa ObUia MCIyraHa v B3BOJTHOBaHa, OT 3TOTO €€ AbIXxaHKe ObLIo
rTyOOKHMM M TTpephIBUCTHIM. Kak jke MHe XOTeJoCch KacaTbes e€.

— CrycTu CBOIO COPOYKY C TUIeU, — CKa3all sl OXPUIIIIIM T'OJIOCOM.

Oma eriie cubHEE CKalach, U 51 YBUJIEN, KaK 3apokKajy e€ ryobl.

— Bboru, Hukcasmna! [la He codupatoch 51 TeOst HACHJIOBaTh, — CKa3all s e, He 6e3 TeHW coka-
nenusi, — Pa3Be s cmor Obl 310 caenath? S Bcero Juiib X049y MOCMOTPETh Ha TeOsl.

Ona MorTuazia ¥ HU4ero He Jefana, a s yxe Tepsul TepreHue. CoBepIieHHO He3HAKOMOE, WJTH
XOpoIo 3a0BITOE YYBCTBO KIJIO MHE Iymly. S yke miaoxo ce0s KOHTpoiupoBald. YTo 310 ObLIO?
Crpactb? [ToxoTs?

— Cnycru copouky ¢ tuied, Hukcasma, — TpeboBaTeIbHO IPUKAa3a 5 ei.

JleByIIka TOBMHOBAJIACh, MEXaHUYECKUMHU JBUKEHUSIMU CITyCKasi ¢ ceOsl COPOUKY, a s BECh
OKaMeHeJ1, KOrjia yBH/es, Kak TOHKas TKaHb CKOJIb3HYJIA 10 e€ (pUrypke BHU3 K €€ HOraM.

Boru! Kak ona Obu1a mpekpacHa! $1 He BUen npekpacHee )KeHIUHBL DTa Oesiasi BRICOKast Tpy/ib
C TEMHBIMHU OpPEOJIaMHU COCKOB, 9Ta HEKHAsi MaTOBasl KOXka, TOHKAs TaJIvsl, TNIOCKUI KMBOT, OKPYTJIbIe
Oenpa, IIMHHBIE U3SAIIHBIE HOKKUA. OHA ObLIA COBEPIIIEHCTBOM.

Sl monro Gmyxaan skagHbBIM B3IJISA0M O M3rudam eé codnazHuTeabHoro Tea. [lorom momHsi
r1a3a k e€ yity. M Bapyr 60b KobHYIa Moo aymny. S yBujesn, Kak 1o e€ meKam KaTUJIUCh CIIE3BI.

Sl kKaKk MOOKOIIEHHBIN yHasl Tiepe Hell Ha KOJICHU, ThITasiCh OOXBATUTh PyKaMu €€ HOTH, HO
OOHMMAJT JIUIITH BO3/AYX.

— IMocmotpu Ha MeHs, mpekpacHass Hukcasmia, — mporoBOpUiI s MOTYXIIMM TOJIOCOM, —
[MocmoTpu! MoryinecTBeHHbIN JTuY y TBOUX HOT. 1 mpuunHMI Tede cTpagaHue, MpocTH MeHs. DTOro
OobIIIe He IOBTOPHUTCSI.

Sl uennsizics 3a e€ HOrM, HO B MOMX pyKax ObUT JIMIIb BO3/yX. S 3acKpexkeran 3y0aMu, a oHa
CHOBa BCsl 3a/ipoxaiia. He ynepxkaBIIUCh, s OKMHYJI €Ille pa3 TeJo JEBYIIKU OYEPEJHBIM KaJHbIM
B3MJISAZIOM, ¥ 3aTpsic CBOel rojioBoii. OHa OblTa CIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIa JIJIs MEHS.

S mogHsICA M 3arIsIHYI € B JIUILIO:

— IIpoctu MHE MOIO €1abOCTh, — TSIKETIO BBIJOXHYI 51, — A Tenepb yXOau.

51 pa3BepHyJICS U TPU3BAJT CBOETO CKakyHa. He risiyis Oonee He He€, 1 BCKOUWII B CEJIJI0, M KOHb
TYT € PBaHyJ C MecTa.

I'nasa 14

— TbI yBepeH, UTO He XOYelllb, YTOOBI s MOIIEeN C TOOO0M, OpaT? — 00ECOKOEHHO CIIPOCHIT MEHS
Credan.

— AGCOIIOTHO YBEpEH, — OTBETUJI €My 1, — MHe BIIOJIHE XBATUT OTPsia phlllapeil CMEpTH.

Credan 6ecrioKOIHO MepHJT IIaraMH TUIOIIa[b MEPTBOTO rOpPOjia ¥ XMYPO OCMATpUBa HeOOIb-
10/ OTPsi MEPTBBIX PhILIAPEN.

Sl mocMoTpe Ha Hero ¥ MOJIOXKUJT CBOIO JIAJIOHb HA €ro IJ1eYO.

— To1 gomken ocrarbes 31ech, Ctedan. Paynp yTBepkaaer, yTo Hallla MpUHIIECCA MOKUHYIA
MMIIEPUIO Ha CKaKyHe CMEpTH M ceiuac HaXOAUTCS HEeMoAaJIeKy, B orpaHuybe. [a0puasb oTcaeant
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e€ mytb. OHa y opkoB. Eil HU4Yero He yrpoxaet, HO BCe ke OH OCTaJIcsl HenojiaieKy Habmonarh. Mbl
He MOXeM 00a YUTH, BAPYT el MOHAI0OUTCS HaIlla TIOMOIIIb.

— Xopoi1io, HO TooOeIa, 9YTo OyJelTh OCTOPOKEH, — IIPOTOBOPHIT OH XMYPO.

— ITO He B MOEM XapakTepe, Thl ke 3Haelllb, — OPOCHJI 51 MYy C YXMBLTKOM.

— Ho TbI ke He HaBpeauIlb ei, Korja Hauenn ?

S mpourHOpUpOBa MOC/IEAHUI BOMpOC Opara, TaK Kak ¥ caM He 3HaJI, 4To Oydy Jesarh, Korua
OTBIIILY €€.

W BOT criycTsl MOUTH CYTKH CTPEMUTENIBHOW CKAYKH Ha CKaKyHaX, MO HEOOJIBIIION OTpsi[ MpH-
onmxkascst K oboporutesbHoMY ¢dopty ['po3oBoii.

TymaH npeapaccBETHBIX CyMEPEK CryIIAJICsl BO3JIe HEMPECTYITHOM KPENOCTH, OKYThIBasi CBOEM
cepoil IeJIeHOM KPEroCTHOM BaJl M pOB ¢ TEMHOM Bofol. E€ uepHeroiye OaiHy BO3BBIIAINCH YPO-
JIMBBIMH I'POMaIMHaMU Ha (oHe cBeTetoniero Heba. Jla, opT Breyamisi CBOUM BHYIIUTEIBHBIM U
MpPa4YHBIM BUIOM. MHOTHE IECATUIIETHSI OH BEPO U MPABJON 0OOPOHSLT 3eMJIM UMITEpPHH OT HAaOETroB
OPKOB ¥ OTpsiIoB HexuTH. OH ObLI Mo-HacTosieMy HerpuctyreH. Ho, He 1 MeHs.

Sl BMecTe co CBOMMU phIIAPSIMUA CMEPTH 3aHs1T HAOIIOATENIBHYIO TTO3UIHIO HA XOJIME PSIJIOM C
KPEMOCTHBIM BaJioM U pBoM. OTpsi U3 ABEHAAIIaTh MEPTBBIX BOMHOB M OIHOTO MEPTBOrO Mara Ha
CKaKyHaX CMEpTH He OCTaJICsl He3aMEeUeHHBIM JO30pHBIMU Kpernoctu. [lociblmanuck 3ByKM ropHa,
BO3BEIIAIOIIIE TAPHU30H O HamaaeHny. Yto x, nopa ObUIO HAYMHATS.

S ornsimen creHsl popTa, MOCTENEHHO 3arOHSIOMUECs JTyYHUKaMU U apOaieTInKaMu. DTH
CTEHBI UMEJIM MarmueckyIo 3amurty. Ho MeHst 3To Masio BOTHOBAJIO, BEJIb MX 3aliTa OblIa B OCHOBHOM
OT OPKOB, HE OT HEXHUTH.

3aTeM CHOBaA IMOCIBINANICS 3BYK TOPHA, U B HAC TIOJIETENTN LIeJIble TY4r CTpes M apOaeTHhIX
6onToB. [Myniipl, pa3Be MOKHO YOUTh TO, UTO YK€ MEPTBO.

S cmyn co cBoe JIaIOHN TEMHYIO JIBIMKY U 3aKJISITHE «JIbIXaHUEe CMEPTU» HAKPBUIO KPEroCTh
u Onsneskanye Tepputopud. S yBUIes, Kak JIOAW MPUTHY/IMCh M KOPUMIUCH B TPHUCTYNAX ykKaca.
3atem, 51 BCKUHYJT CBOIO PYKY, ¥ ODJIYIIMTEIIbHBIA IPOM COTPSIC 3eMJTIO orpaHuybs. [louBa Tpemana u
Jonanach noj (byHAAMEHTOM KpernocTy. S BUes, Kak KUPIUYHAs KJ1aJKa HEMPUCTYITHBIX CTEH Tpec-
KaJiach 10J] BO3JEMCTBUEM MOETO 3aKJIAThsl «3eMIIETpsICeHHE». Marnueckuil LT KPernocTy PyXHYIIL.
Tenepb, HACTAIO BpeMsi MOAHATH MOUX BOMHOB.

$ cHOBa BCKMHYJ CBOIO PYKY, IlIeTya MOTYIIECTBEHHOE 3aKJISTHE JIMYa, PU3bIBAsH IPEBHUM
o6uy. U BApyr, COTHM Ayl UCTEP3aHHBIX XKEPTB B3MBUIM B HEOO OT KpenocTHoro Baja ¢opra. [Ipu-
3paK¥ 3aKPYKIIHM B HeOe IpKUM CMEPTOHOCHBIM BOJOBOPOTOM, OIJTyIIIasi OKPECTHOCTH CBOMM ITPOH-
3UTEJIbHBIM BOEM.

Ha, 3penmiiie 66110 e To. S peIko MoIL30BAJICS TIOOOHBIM 3aKJIATHEM, HO CETOIHS JIJIS1 9TOTO
Obu Bee ycnoBust. COTHM HECUaCTHHIX OBUIM 3aXOPOHEHBI HA CKJIOHAX 3TOrO KPEMOCTHOTO Basia.
Tenepb HacTa UX Yepe]] pACKBUTATHCS 32 CBOM CTPaJaHUSI.

[Tpu3paku 3aKpyTUIMCh BOKPYT HAC, TOTOBbIE BHUMATh MOM MIPUKA3.

— 41 iy MOJIOAyI0 TEMHOBOJIOCYIO AeBYIIKY. EINE MHE HYXeH repLor U BCE KOMaHIOBaHUE
dopra. CyapOa ocTasIbHBIX MEHS HE BOJIHYET, — PABHOAYIITHO ITPOTOBOPHJI 51 CKJIOHEHHBIM HA/10 MHOU
cuitysTam, — BeimonHsiite !

BHOBB pazfasncst ormymmTeTbHbIN BOW, M COTHU MTPU3PAKOB 3aBOPAKUBAIOLINM TOPHAIO YCTpe-
MUJIUCh K MOTPECKABILIMMCS CTEHAM KPETIOCTH.

Crpenku B yxace Opocaii CBOM apOajIeThl ¥ KOTIbsI U C KPUKOM MOKUAAIHA CBOM TIOCTHI, CTapa-
SICh YKPBIThCs B OOMHMIIAX 1 OarmHsax. Ho 1y1st Morx BOMHOB He ObUIO Tiperpaa. im He HyXHBI ObUTH
aBepu v okHa. OHM HACTHUTaJIM CBOMX KEPTB, a JaJiblle. .. Jlajblie Havaaoch To, paay 4ero T! AyIIH
ObLIM TIPU3BAHBI.

Conpars 6exanu KyJa Iias3a [JisiisaT, oOpocaB CBOE OpyKHe, HO BCe PaBHO ObLIM HACTUTHYTHI
037100JIEHHBIMH IyXaMH U pacTep3aHbl IMU. Koro-To mpocto BEIOPACHBAIN C KPEMIOCTHOM CTEHBI WU
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13 OKOH U OoiHMII. KTO-TO MPOCTO HE BBIACP/KUBAJ M HAXOIMJI CBOM KOHEII, KCITyTaBIIKCh 10 CMEPTH
BCETO MPOUCXOSAINETO, TaK M 3aMePeB ¢ MACKOM yKaca Ha JIUIIE.

Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl 51 C YIOBJIETBOPEHHEM YBHUJIEN, KaK AbIM Hayasl MOJHUMATHCS Haj
3aMKoM. CIIbIITIaIUCh Ayliepa3Anupalolive KpUKKA U BOTUIM, 3BOH OPYKHsl, POXOT paspyiieHuil. Bee
9TU 3BYKM ObLIM YCJIaI0i MOEro cityxa. ['eprior u ero Jioay oTBeTAT 3a BCE!

[Mpumniio BpemMsi 1 MHE MOCETUTh KPEroCTh. Sl TPOHYIN CBOEro KOHSI, U MO OTPsi MeJIEHHOM
MpoLecchei IBUHYJICS K BOPOTaM 3aMKa. S1 B3MaxHyJ1 CBOe# pyKOil, U MOILIHBIN «BO3IYIITHBIN KyJIaK»
OOpYIIMIICS Ha TIOOHATHIN HEMHON MocT. KperieHus U 1ieny MocTa He BhIAEpkKaid MOero yjaapa, u
OH C TPOXOTOM YTiaJl, IOAHMUMAS MbUTh M OTKPBIBAS HAM JOPOTY B 3aMOK.

MBbI ABUTAIUCH TI0 BHYTPEHHEMY TBOPY KPETOCTH, MOBCIOY ObUIM IbIM M MCTEP3aHHbIE Tela
conzat. §1 3auenuics B3IMISAOM 32 MHTepecHYI0 KapTuHy. OJUH U3 MPU3PAKOB, TIOXOKHUI HA MOJIO-
AyI0 JEBYIIKY, TIOOHSII B BO3/IyX OIHOTO M3 I'BapIeiIieB reprora U ¢ CUIOH BIeJyaTas ero B CTeHy,
MIpeIBapUTEIbHO OTOPBAB y HEro My*CcKoe JOcTOMHCTBO. Comnaar ObLi erie 1B, OH UCTOIIHO OpaJ
Y UCTEKaJI KPoBbIO. [Ipr3pak, mouyBCTBOBAB MOM 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B3IJISI, JIUIIb YIBIOHYJICSI MHE
Y TIPOJIOIKUJI IBBIPSITH CBOIO KEPTBY O CTEHHI (popTa.

Sl nuIb paBHOAYIITHO MOAJT TUIEYaMH U TPOIOJIKUI CBOE HECTIIITHOE IIIECTBOBAHUE K Mapa/i-
HOMY KpPBUIBbITY. 371eCh, Ha IUIOIIAJKE, TO C OJHON CTOPOHBI, TO C JIPYrou, BhIOEraau HeOOJbIIINe
IPYINITl BOWHOB, U I KCTIBITAJT JIocelie 3a0bITOe YIOBIETBOPEHHE, KOT/Ia Ha X0y cpyOall MX ropsiaue
T'OJIOBBI CBOUM MEYOM.

3aTem, Ha CaMOM MapaHOM KpPbUIbLIE s1 OOHAPYXKIUJT IIECTEPO KOIEHOMPEKJIOHEHHBIX MYKUMH.
Han My KpyXuid JBa IecsiTKa MPU3PAKOB. YBUAEB MEHs, MYKUMHBI ellle CUJIbHee NMOoOJIeHeNH,
a JBOE TOTEPSIT CO3HAHUE.

Poittapy cMepTu B 0011IeCTBE MPU3PAKOB HAYaIM OOBICK KPENoCcTH. MHe ke 0CTaBaJIoCh JIUIIb
KIATh.

— [NoBenmuTesb, TEMHOBOJIOCOM JEBYIIIKM MBI HE OOHApYKWJIH, Kak U repiiora beprbe, — mporire-
JIeCTeJl OIMH U3 IPU3PAKOB BO3JIE MEHSI.

Sl OKMHYJ BCeX MpavHBIM B3IVISIOM M, YBUIEB MYKUMHY B BO3pAcTe U B JOPOTHX JOCTIEXaXx,
oOpaTwiICs K HEMY.

— M=ue nyxen reprior OHope Beptbe, rae on? — ckaza s HU3KUM 3arpOOHBIM TOJIOCOM, TTpU-
CTaJILHO IJISI/ISI MY B IJ1a3a.

My>x4rHa TOKa TyObl M HE U3l HA JMHOTO 3BYKA.

— XM, — YXMBUIbHYJICS s, — YTO K, Thl WJIM CJIUIIKOM TJIYI, WIN CIUIIKOM OOMIIBCS CBOETO
rocriogrHa. Ho Tebe ceiiuac sydiiie 00ATbCS MEHs, YeM ero.

C 3TiMU CIOBaMH 51 BHIXBATHJI CBOM M€Y U OJIHUM MOJIHUEHOCHBIM JBMKEHHEM BOTKHYII €T0
B TUIEUO YIPSMIIA.

— Oren! — 3aKprya HAXOASAIIMIACS PaJIOM MOJIONON oduIep, TaKke OONaYeHHBIH B JOPOTron
JOCTIEX.

Sl BBIIEpHYJ CBOM M€Y, M IPUCTABIJI €r0 K FOpITy ChIHA KOMaHAyIomero ¢opra.

— OtBeuaii cTapuk, rae repuor? U riae Monoaast TEeMHOBOJIOCAS AEBYIIKA, YTO ObLIA TUICHHUIIEH
B 9TOM 3aMKe?

My>XK4rMHa HEPBHO CIVIOTHYJI, HO BCE K€ OTBETUI:

— JleByIIKy BYepa yBe3H, repIior TOXe yexXal.

— Kr0 €€ yBe3? — apocTHO 3aiuumnesn 51 Ha Hero, HaJlaBjIMBasi Ha CBOM KJIMHOK, M TOHKasl CTpyHKa
KpPOBHU OKpacuiia ero Jie3Bue.

— He TpoHb Moero ceiHa, sl Bce CKaxy! — 3aKkpHyas ¢ y’KacoM KOMaHAyoIui, — JIeBymky
3a0paJia UMIiepaTopcKas reapaus. Iepror nmocnenosan 3a Heul.

— KoMy KOHKpEeTHO OHa MoHag00uIach? — HACTOPOKEHHO CIPOCHII s, HO YKe, KaXeTcsl, 3HaJ
OTBeT.

— Nmniepartopy, — BBIIOXHYJT MYKYMHA.
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I'naBa 15

Hukcasana

[Tporio okoJIO HEeJEe M, Kak MEeHs TPUBE3JIH BO JBOPELL €ro BeJrmuecTBa uMiieparopa Jlaypenus
Broporo Bpontckoro. Mens 3anepiii B O0HOM U3 KOMHAT JIBOpLA, U 3a BCE TU JHU 51 HE BUAENA
HUKOTO, KpOME CJIYTY, IPUHOCHUBIIIETO MHE €/1y.

KoneuHo, BbIIeaHHasi MHE KOMHATA CUJIbHO OTJIMYAJIACh OT TEMHUIIBI KPEMOCTH Tepriora, HO
U TYT s ObUIa TUIGHHUIIEH. XOTS YCJIOBUSI MOETO CofiepkaHust ObUTH B pasbl Jydine. OKpykaomas
MeHsI 00CTaHOBKa ObIa MOKHO CKa3aThb POCKOIIHOM. [lake B JoMe MOMX poauTesiel He ObUIO TaKoi
MeOeJu 1 peJMeTOB MHTepbepa. BeE B BhIIEIeHHOM MHE IMTOMEILIEHUH KPUYasio 0 O0raTCTBe U BKYCe.
W xopMuIIM MeHsI He KyCKOM YepCTBOTO XJ1e0a, a U3bICKAaHHBIMHU OJTI0laMU, OYE€BH/IHO CO CTOJIA CAMOTO
uMIeparopa.

Sl npeOpIBaJIa B HAMTPSKEHHOM OXUAaHUU. PaHo vy mo3aHo 3a MHO# nipuayT. U yx eciu cam
MMIIepaTop OTHSUI MEHs y Tepliora, 3HauuT, 51 ObUla HyXkHa JM4HO eMy. Ho 3auem?

OTBeT Ha My4aBIIUI MeHsI BOIPOC 1 MOJIyursIa yxke 3TUM Beuepom. Hezanonro 1o atoro, Ko
MHE B KOMHATY BOIILIM JIB€ BHYIIUTEIHLHOTO BUA KEHIIMHBI, HACHJILHO BBIMBUI MEHS U OJIENIU B
NpuABOpHOE TuiaThe. Ha MoM *kasKue MOIMbITKY COMPOTHBIIEHUSI OHM He OOpalayii HUKAKOTO BHU-
MaHusl. OHHU Kak [IB€ TOpPbI BO3BBIIIAIMCH Hal0 MHOM. [1o cpaBHEHHMIO ¢ HUMHM 51 UyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl
Kakoi Oykamkoi. M eciu Obl 51 Jaxe MOMbITAIACH 1aTh OTIIOP, TO CUJIBI SIBHO ObLIH OBl HE PAaBHBI.
B koHeyHOM WTOre 51 MO3BOJIMIIA AENaTh ¢ cOOOM Bce HEOOXOAMMBIE MAHUMYJISAIMU, JaBasi BEPTETh
cOOOM Kak KyKJIOH, KOTOPYIO HApsKAIIH Mepej] ayTUeHITUEeH ¢ IMITEPAaTOPOM.

Uepes yeTBepThb yaca, IIyTas o JaOUpUHTY KOPUIOPOB JBOPILIA, SI B COMPOBOXKICHUM BCE TEX
e JIBOMX MPAYHbIX M MOTYAIMBBIX KEHIIMH BOIIUIA B OTPOMHBIH 341, T/ie TOJIMUINCH TPUIBOPHBIE
€ro UMIIepaTopPCKOro BEINYECTBA, KOTOPBIX OBUIO BEJIMKOE MHOKECTBO. MbI MaJICHBKOH MTpOLIeccheit
[T Yepe3 TOJMIY, KOTOpasi HEXOTs paccTynaiach repeno MHOM M MonMu cryTHUnamu. Co Bcex
CTOPOH Ha MeHsI OpOocajii KOChle 3aMHTepeCOBaHHbIE B3MIsAAbL. KTO-TO mpe3puTenbHO (PBIPKHYI, KTO-
TO W31 U3/ieBaTebckuil cMemok. Illenot HapacTan, Kak u BceoOiee JT0OO0IBITCTBO.

Hakowner, MUHOBaB BCIO 3Ty MPUIBOPHYIO TOMITY U MPOW/Isl MOMEIIEHNe HACKBO3b, MEHsI ITpH-
BeJI B O0rato oOCTaBJIeHHYIO HEOOJBINYIO 3aJTy, OUEBUIHO ISl MAJIBIX MPUEMOB, Il B BHICOKOM
Kpeclie Bocceaan cam umneparop Jlaypemuit Bropoii. [Tomumo camonepikiia, 3aech ObUT emié oauH
YeJIOBEeK, KOTOPBIHA TYT ke YCTaBWJICS HA MEHS MCIBITYIONTMM B3IJISIIOM.

4 cnenana riyOOKMI peBepaHC 1 3aMepJia, MOTYITUB B30pP.

— 3T0 U ecTh Ta caMasl JeBYIIIKA, O KOTOPOH Thl TOBOPUJI MHE? — pa3/iajiCcsl CyXOl MOBEIUTEb-
HBII TOJIOC, OYEBUIHO, CAMOTO UMIIEpaTopa.

— la, 3T0 OHa, — MOCJIBIIIAJICS IPYroi, OoJiee 3ByUHBIN royIocC.

KoMy npunaanexan 3ToT rojoc, MHe ObLIO HE BUJHO, TaK Kak 51 0OsIach MOTHATDH IJla3a Ha
BBICOYAMIITYIO 0COOY Tepe 0 MHOM.

— CoMHHUTEJIBHO BCE 3TO, — CHOBA YCJIbIIIANA 5 TOJIOC rocynapsi, — Kak-to He BepuTCs, 4To OHA
MOXET OBbITh TEM CaMbIM BEJIMKUM OPAKYJIOM.

OT Bcero ycapIanHOro Moy OpOBH camH 110 ceOe TOTION3IM BBepX. S He Bhliepkasia v MofHs1Ia
r71a3a Ha coOeceJHUKa KOpoJis. PSaom ¢ TpOHOM uMIiepaTopa CTOsIT BBICOKHMI Xy/IOM TOCTIONH, Ofle-
TBHII B TOPOTOM 30JI0USHBIN KaM30J1. Bo3pacT ero ObLIO ONpeaeuTh JOBOIBHO CJIOXKHO, HO cepeOpH-
CTBIE€ TIPSM B JUIMHHBIX TEMHBIX BOJIOCAX TOBOPHIIH O YK€ TIOYTEHHOM BO3pacTe. Y Hero ObUIo Cypo-
BOE€ XUIITHOE JIUIO C XOJOTHBIMU CEPHIMM IJIa3aMHU U JUIMHHBIA HOC C TOPOMHKOM, a TopAasi OCaHKa
BbIJIaBAJIa B HEM apUCTOKpara.

VBuUIeB MOIi 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B3IJIsA], MYKUMHA YIBIOHYJICS JIMIIb KpaelKaMu ryd v ojo-
I11eJ1 KO MHE, TIPOTATUBAs CBOIO PYKY.

— INo3Bonbre mpeacTaBuThCs, e Hukcasmna, menst 30ByT Jleonapno ['oTTH, s COBETHUK U
HAYaJIbHUK TalHOW CITy’KOBI €0 UMIIEPaTOPCKOTO BETUYECTBA.
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S1 HeBONBHO OOpaTWia CBOM B3MIIs HA rocydapsa. UYTo X, UMIIepaTop He TPOM3BENl HA MeHS
ocoboro Brneuanienna. OH He omIMYaIcs 0COOOH CTAThIO MJ/IM BBIJAIOIIENCS BHEIHOCTLIO. PocToM
OH OBUI Cpe/IHero, KPYyIHOTO WIN Jake IMOJTHOTO TEJIOCTOKEHUs, C TPOCTBIM U OTKPBITHIM JIAIIOM
U CBEeTIBIMH BojocamMu. M numb 1i1a3a ero 6bIHI/I JXKUBBIC U ITPOH3UTEJILHLIC. OHI/I, KaK aBa CHUHUX
OMYTa, 3aTAruBajii B CBOU FJIy6I/IHI)I Kaxaoro, KTo nonajgajcs B UX I10JIC 3pCHUA. Or B3IJI4da 9TUX
MIPOHMIIATEIFHBIX CHHUX I71a3 MHE CTaJIO He Mo cede, s Jake Mepe/iepHyIia Tieuamu.

S cHOBa omycTHIaCh B peBepaHCce, HO MO HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIN, TOCTIONUH ['0TTH, MOAHSIT MEeHsI
3a PyKy.

— 41 Gyny Kpatok ¢ BaMu, MaMyasesb. Baiin mpuesn cioa opraHu3oBaH 1o Moei mpocsoe. Mue
OTKPBUIUCh HEKOTOPLIE O6CTO}ITGJIBCTB3 " CBECACHUA OTHOCUTE/IBHO BallIeTO Japa, U 1o 3TON MMPpUYINHE
s cYesT BOBMOXHBIM B3SITh BAac TOJI CBOIO MPOTEKIMI0. Ero mMrepatopckoe BeImuecTBO ObUT CTONb
100p, 4TO AApOBAJI BaM KU3Hb U HEKOTOPYIO CBOOO/TY IPH YCIIOBHH COOJTIOICHUST BAMU OIpeie/IeHHBIX
TpeOoBaHU.

OH Kpemnko CxaJl MOIO JIQJIOHb B CBOUX PYKaX, a €ro NMpUCTAJIbHBINA B3MJIsA]] MPOKUrajl MEHs
HACKBO3b. A MeHs BApYyr oceHusno. Menramuct! OH, He 1lepeMOHsICh, cuuThiBa)l MeHs1. OH OTBe
MEHsI HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY Y HETPOMKO, HO JIOBOJILHO JKECTKO ITPOrOBOPHIIL:

— C atoro aHs BH OyzieTe Ha CIy:k0e y caMoro uMreparopa Bo 01aro rocyiapcTsa, Mosi MUJIast.
N ecnu GyneTte MpuIiekKHO BHIIOTHATH BCE TO, UTO OT Bac MoTpedyercs, To 00eIman BaM, HUKAKOW
yrpo3bl ISl Balllel )KU3HU U 30POBbsI He TIocienyeT. Kuth Bbl OyJeTe BO ABOPIIE U MOJHOCTBIO Ha
MoéM noneyeHun. Kakast mepcrekTusa 1715t CToJb MOJIOION 0COOBI, KOTOpas eIl Jaxke He 3aKOHYMJIA
akagemuo. O0 3TOM MeuTaeT KaxIbii!

l'ocnogun ['oTTH nesnt cotoBbEM, paccKasbiBasi 0 MOEM 3aBUAHOM MOJIOKEHUN U BOZMOKHOCTSIX.
OH pacchinasicst B KOMIUTUMEHTaX FOCYJapCTBEHHOM CITy:kOe 1 0OPHCOBBIBAJI MHE paTyKHOE OyayIiee
Moeli Kapbepbl. Ero ry0bl yibI0aiuch, HO TJ1a3a CMOTPEN XOJIOJHO U CYypPOBO.

MHe Hajioen 3T0T OecCMBICTCHHBIN (hapc, U s pe3KO BhIIEPHY/IA CBOIO PYKY M3 €ro XBaTKU. A
3aTeM MOJYIIENIOTOM IMPOrOBOPUJIa €My, YETKO BHITOBApUBasi KaXkJJ0€ CIIOBO:

— He yrpyxpnaiitech, rocionun ['ottr. $1 mpekpacHo noHumaio cBo€ nosnoxenue. M 6omee Toro,
s1 OUeHb JOPOKY CBOeH ku3Hb0. Ho He muTaiiTe MMITHUX WLTIO3UI OTHOCUTETbHO MO HAMBHOCTU U
MoJsonocTty. U emmgé, — 51 caenana HeOObIIYIO Tay3y, 3aMETHB KaK OH MTPUCTATIBHO COIIYPHIICS, TS
Ha MeHs, — 51 He Tak TJIyma, Kak MOXeT IMOKa3aThCsl, U He COOMPAIOCh TUISACATh MO BAITy JIy/IKY.

370CTh U OEIIEHCTBO OTPA3WIIOCh Ha €ro JIIIE, OH CKBO3b 3yOBI IPOIITHIIEIT:

- Toma, KaK yMHas JCBOYKa, HE BBIKA3bIBall CBOETO HCYBAXXCHUA, €CJIN XOUYCHIb JOJITO XUTh.

— Pazymeercs, — Takxke CKBO3b 3yObl OTBETHIIA MY s, — VI He CTOUT MeHS 3aIlyruBath, 5 yKe
HUYero He OOKCh.

Co CTOpOHBI MPECTOoJIa UMIIePATOPA MOCBIINIATIOCH HEJJOBOJILHOE TIOKAIILTMBAHKE:

— KxM, KXM, — MPOYKMCTHII TOPJIO UMIIepaTop, — Pa3 yx BB yke TO3HAKOMHJIUCH, TOTJa OTOPO-
CHM HEHYKHbIE [IEPEMOHUM.

OH caenai 3HaK PyKoM, MOBeJieBasi MHe MPUOIM3UTHCS. S1 c/ienana HECKOIBKO MIaroB K TPOHY
Y 3aMepiia B OXKUJIAHUM.

— Wrak, Hukcasnna, mo3BosbTe 0Opamarhesi K BaM IMO-IMPOCTOMY, pa3 YK BbI Terieph Oynere B
YHcIie MOMX MPUOMKEHHBIX. Y MEHs €CTh K BaM HECKOJIBKO BOIpocoB. [lepBoe, 51 Xouy MOroBOpUTh
C BaMH O Ballleld moapyre BUKOHTecce Aniecanipe Banepun Anucke, a Takxke y3HaTh OOCTOSTETbCTBA
cmeptu rpada Asuiana beptee.

OH cHOBa cJienaj 3HaK PyKOM, MO3BOJIsIsS MHE TOBOPUTb.

— Bammie BenmmyecTBo, 51 Buaena odcrosaTenbecTBa cMeptu rpada beprthe, a Takke BUaea, 4To
BUKOHTecca AJINChe HE BUHOBHA B TEX IMMPECTYIVICHUAX, YTO BBIABUHYJIU ITPOTUB HEE.

Ha nuuie BeH1ieHoCIa OTpa3suiiach sipoCTh:

— BblI ¢ Takoil yBepeHHOCTBIO 310 3asBisiere! OTKyna Bam 3HATh?
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Sl cMoTpena mpsMO Ha HEero, ¥ B MOEM B3IJIsi[ie He ObIJI0 COMHEHHMI WM CTpaxa. f CIoKOMHO
MPOJOJIKIIIA:

— $ B 9TOM aOCOMOTHO yBEepeHa, TaKk Kak BHJEJa BCe TO, YTO MPOU30muI0. Moi Jap OTKpbUT
MHe 3T0. U 51 Takke yBepeHa B IPaBAMBOCTH BCETO TOTO, YTO BUjena. Vnm Bbl COMHEBaeTeCh B MOEM
nape? Eciu 310 Tak, To TOraa 3a4eM MeHsl puBe3Jiu coa?

Jluto mMmeparopa mpruoOpeso 0arpoBbIii OTTEHOK OT 3JI0CTH, HO CITYCTsI MTHOBEHUE OH YKe
OBJIafies1 COOO0M M MPOIOIKUI C HEBO3MYTUMBIM BHJIOM:

— UYro x, pormyctum. He crout ropsiunthes, oHass Hukcasmna. Ham ere npeacTout rmiotHoe
COTPYAHHUYIECTBO. HO9TOMy Impoury BacC YCIIOKOUTHLCA U CBLIKHYTHCA C BAllIUM HOBBLIM ITOJIOKCHHUEM.
A Teniepb mpoiy Bac 6e3 CTeCHEHUH 1 SMOILIMH MOBeIaTh BCE TO, YTO BB yBUjIeau. M yBepsiio Bac, B
MOEM JIMIIE BBl YBUAUTE CIIPABEAJIMBOIO CIYIIATEIsI U PABUTENSI.

4l eme pa3 BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpESa Ha UMIIepaTopa, Kak OyaTo Obl 3aHOBO €ro yBHIEB. A
OH ObLT cBOe0Opa3Hasi IMYHOCTh. OT ero MpOHUIATENIHFHOTO B3IVIsIAA Y MEHsI MypaIllKu 3a0eraju Mo
criuHe. U oH pa3uTenbHO OTIMYalicsl OT cBoero Opara, reprora beproe. U ciaBa 6oram, 4to mipecton
JOCTaJICs HE TOMY Opary.

[NocteneHHO COBO 3a CIIOBO, 51 U3JIOKHUIIA BCE TO, UTO 3HANA U yBUENA. JIrath He UMeJo HUKa-
KOTO CMBICTIA, TAaK KaK [OTTH JIOBIJT Kak/10€ MOE CJIOBO, MEHTTLHO CKaHMPYs1 MeHsI Ha JI0Xb. EnuH-
CTBEHHOE, HEKOTOpbIE MOMEHTHI 51 MOIJIA CIJIAJUTh CBOMM BOCIIPUSATHEM WIJIM TIPOCTO yMomdath. [1o
XO/Iy MOETro TIOBECTBOBaHMSI, 51 BUJIe/Ia HEJIOyMEHHOE BhIpaKEHHE JIMIa ToCroarHa [ 0TTH 1 BHUMa-
TeJIbHOE U HACTOPOKEHHOE MMITepaTopa.

Korpa 51 3akoHumMIIa CBOH pacckas, s 3aMeThIa, Kak 00a MOMX CITyIIaTeNsi CUJIbHO MO0 HENH.

Mmmnepatop BCTai co CBOEro MecTa 1, He oOpaias Ha MeHsl HHIKaKoro BHUMaHUs1, Havasl pac-
Xa)KUBaTh 110 3aJTy B33/ ¥ BEpes.

— OH Haj0e1 MHE JI0 JeMOHOBOM Oe3/IHBI! — BHIpyTajics rocyaapb, a y MeHs OpOBHU TMOION3/IN
Ha J100.

— 4 yxe ycran or ero BhIKpyTacoB. [Ipu mepBoi ke BO3MOXKHOCTH 51 OTOILIIO €ro Kyjaa
nofgasbiie. JJaBHO Hago OBLIO TIpecedb Bee ero MaxuHaiuu. ®@opt ['po30Boi He eTMHCTBEHHBIN, Tj1e
TBOPUJIMCH TEMHBIE JIeJIa IO TIOK POBUTEIHCTBOM MOETO Opariia. ITo yke Nepeluio BCIKUe IPaHUIIbL.

OH OCTaHOBUJICS, U YCTAJIO TIOTEP CBOE JIMLIO.

— Eciu Ob1 He KpoBHasI CBSI3b, yKe JaBHO Obl B3IepHYI 3Toro Harsena! Ho uto moaenaens. . .

S mocMoTpena Ha UMIIepaTopa COBEPIIEHHO MO-HOBOMY. MOTJIO JIM CITyYMThCSI TaK, YTO OH He
3HAJI O 3JI0fesTHUSIX cBoero Opata? Heyxenu oH ObUT HE MPUYACTEH KO BCEMY MPOU3OIIEANIEMY CO
MHoU ¥ Canpapoii? Mnu 310 Be€ jkuBas yjloBka?

OH npoaoTKaI pacXakMBaTh M 00ECIIOKOEHHO OOPMOTATh:

— Heckonbko nHelt Hazaj, 3TOT (opT ObUT aTaKOBaH HEM3BECTHHIMU. M BaM OuYeHb MOBE3JIO,
foHas1 Hukcassa, 4yto Bac mpuBesIu ciofia, MO0 BECh TAPHU30H M CITYTY ObUTH BBIPE3aHbI, @ KPETOCTh
TMOIOJKKEeHa U paspyineHa. He octasiock HUKOTo, KTO MOT Obl OTBETUTH Ha BOITPOCHI O HATIAICHUY.

OH niepeBes1 CBOM Cepbe3HBIH B3IJISII CO CBOETO COBETHUKA HA MEHsI M TpeOOBATEIbHO CIIPOCHIT:

— OTtBeTbTe HaM, KTO 3TO czienain? Bel MoxeTe yBuaeTs? Mbl fymaeM, 4To 3TO ObUTH OPKH.

$1 mokauasia roJoBoM U 3aKpbUIa miasa. M BApyr B Moel rojioBe BO3HUKIM 0Opa3bl. M 1o, 4To
s yBUJIENa, 3aCTABJISIO KPOBb CTBIHYTh B MOMX XUJax. Beap 51 BUaesna ero, 6eccTpaiiHoro MEpTBOro
BOMHA C MEYOM B pyKax, TOTO CaMOTo JINYa.

— Hexwth, — pomenTana s OqHUMU OJIeIHBIMU TyOaMHU.

Nmmnepatop nepectan 6eCroKOMHO pacXaXUBaTh MO 31y, ¥ MIOKMPOBAHO YCTABUIICS HA MEHS.
HaCTyHI/IHa THETyIas TUIIWHA. Bce momuanu. A g neITaliack OTOrHaTh OT C66H YBUIACHHLIC O6pa3bl,
B KOTOPBIX KOIIIMAPHBIH JIMU CpyOasl MEYOM T'OJIOBBI COJIIAT TAPHU30HA KPETIOCTH.

I'naBa 16

[Mpomwto aBa qHS C TOro MAaMSATHOTO Pa3roBopa ¢ uMIepatopom. MeHst Oosibllie He BBI3BIBAJIH
K HEMY Ha ayJUeHIINI0, KOTopasi CKopee HalOMHHAJIA JI0TPOC.
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1 sxua Bo IBOpIIE U HU B YeM He HyKJlaJlach, y MEHs1 ObLT COOCTBEHHBIH CITyra M BCE Te ke JBe
YIPIOMBIE XKEHIIMHBI B YCIY’KEHUH, KOTOPbIe KaK KOHBOW COMPOBOXIATMA MEHS MOBCIONY, OXPaHsIs
KaK 0c000 LEHHYIO 3aKJII0UEHHYIO.

Wuoraa ko MHe 3axoquil rocriofud ['0TTH, OH JISJIMKATHO CIPABISUICS O MOEM 3JI0POBbE M
noTpeOHOCTsIX. VIHOTIa OH 3a/1aBajl MHE KaK1e-TO BOIIPOCHI, OKHIast OT MEHSI KAKUX-TO IPOPOYECTB.
3710 OBLIO TaK CTPAHHO.

ITo Beuepam, 51 0Os3aHa ObLTa MPUCYTCTBOBATh HA MPUEMaX M 00elax ero BeIM4YecTBa, Kak
0co60 npudIMKeHHast rocyaapsi. Takoe MoJokeHrue He OCTANIOCh He 3aMEYEHHBIM TPUIBOPHBIMU U
BBICIIICH apUCTOKpaTHel nMnepuu. S Bce yarie JioBuiia Ha cebe peHeOpeKUTENTbHBIC B3IJISIbI MY K-
YMH U 3aBUCTIBBIC 3JIbIC B3IJISI/IbI JKEHIIVH.

38



. Dnuna JlyHeBa. «Bo3zmoOneHHas MeprBera»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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