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I'maBa 1. HoBoe ums

OTKpBIB [M1a3a, 3aMYOHOK AOJITO MBITAICA MOHATH, IJIE€ OH OKazajics. Han ronoBol B cruHeBe
SICHOTO HeOa IeJIeCTeu MyYKH TPaB, pa3BelllaHHbIe Ha BEPEBKAX, U IITyMeJIA KPOHBI BBICOKHX Oepé3.
CaMm OH JiexKall Ha BETXOM IIMHOBKE MEXIY TPEX OOJBIINMX BaJyHOB, HE TIO3BOJISIBIIIUX OCMOTPEThCS
BOKpYT. PyKku ObUTH OOMOTaHBI JIMCTBSIMH, HO OOJIM B HUX 3aYOHOK HE UyBCTBOBAJL

— Bor b1 1 ounyics, Kponuk, — mpoapedeskan psiioM Yeii-To royoc.

— 41 He Kponuk! — ckazan 3ali90HOK, OJHAKO JaXe caM He YCIIBIIAI COOCTBEHHOTO Tojioca:
U3 OTKPBITOTO pTa AOHECCS TOJIBKO €/1Ba PA3TUUYMMBIN CHII.

OH x0Ten NOJHATHCS, HO C TPYIOM CMOT TIOUIEBEJIMTHCS U JIMIIb TOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY.

— Jlesxu, ceiHOK. — Tosbko yBuzeB Crapiia, 3aiil90OHOK BCIIOMHIJI, KOMY TIPHHA/IJIekAN Apede3-
JKaIui roioc. — JIexu — Thl e1IE CIIUIIKOM c1al.

3Hauut, oH Ha 3asubeM Bcxonmmbe. Tonmbko Kak OH 3aech okazaicsa? U 4to ¢ ero pykamu?
Crapblii 321 B CBOEW MOHOLIEHHON XJIAMUJIE JI0 TAT, ONUPASACh HA CYYKOBAThIM MOCOX, HECTIEUTHO
MOAKOBBUISUI K 3aiT40HKY. OH ObLIT HACTOJIBKO MPEKJIOHHOTO BO3PACTa, YTO HUKTO YK€ He IOMHUJI €r0
HACTOSIIIIETO UMEHU, U BCE B Jiecy 3BaJiu ero npocto — Crapen wim Crapsii 3asau. OH Bech CKPIOYNIICA
C BO3pPACTOM TakK, YTO KOTJa XOIWJ, BCE BpeMsl CMOTpEN B 3eMJII0, U MOT MEPeJBUraThCsl, TOIbKO
OIUPasiCh Ha CBOW MOCOX, KOTOPBIH ObLT BABOE BHIIIIE HET'O CaMOro.

[Tpucranuinem craporo Myapena CIyKuio yoexwuiie, 0Opa30BaHHOE TpeMsi CONPUKACAIOIIN-
MUCSI OTPOMHBIMH KaMHSIMH TaK, YTO OCTABAJIMCh TPH y3KUE eI MEXly HUMHU U HeOOJIBIIIOH Mpo-
cBeT cBepxy. IIpuceB psiioM, CTapyK MPUMOTHST 3aYOHKY TOJOBY Y U3 TJIMHSIHOM YalllKW HATIOWII
OYIIMCTBIM OTBapoM. B kenyake pe3aHylso, U 3ail4OHOK MOHsUI, YTO yXke JaBHO HUYero He en. CHa-
yaJia ero 4yTh He BBIPBAJIO, HO TIOTOM KEeJTYIOK YCIIOKOMJICSI.

— Bor u cnaBHO, — ckazan Crapel, OT OCTpOro B3MIsAa KOTOPOro HUYEro He YKpbUIOCh. — TOT,
y KOTO MMEIOTCSI CUJIbI, YTOOBI KYITIaTh, BHI3bIBACT HAJICHK/Ty HA CBOE HCIICJICHHE.

— I'me Mou poautenu? — XoTesn CIIPOCUTh OH, HO Y HETr0 BHOBb HUYETO HE MOy YHIIOCh.

— Cnu v HaGupaiicst cuil, — oTBeTHJT Ha ero cun Crapell; OH BCerJa roBOPUJI HETOPOILIUBO. —
41 TyroBar Ha yxo ¥ He cibiry Te0s1, Kponuk.

«51 ve Kponuk», — nogymai 3aildoHOK. Bo cHe OH BHJEN CBOIO Mamy, M MPOCHYJICS HOYbIO
B XOJIOMHOM TIOTY, [IOTOMY YTO BJIPYT MOHSUI, YTO OOJbIlIe HUKOIAA e€ He YBUIUT. TONbKO OTKyaa
OH 3TO 3Haj?

Psiom THXO noTpeckuBai B HEOOIBIIOM YITyOlIeHUH KOCTED, Y YAUBIEHHBIN 3aiTYOHOK CMOT-
pen, He Bepsl CBoMM ra3zaM. Houblo HUKTO M3 MENKUX 3Bepeil He OCMETUBAJICS 3aKUTaTh KOCT-
POB M3 OMNACEHHUs, YTO OrOHb MOXET NpHBJIeYb XUIIHUKOB. OgHako Crapel, CHIEBIIMNA PAIOM
Ha KaMyIIIKe, KaK HU B YéM He ObIBaJIO MOCOXOM MOBOPOIIMII KOCTED, U3-3a Yero TOT pa3ropelics emié
sipue. TouHo roBopria 3BepHHAsI MOJIBA, YTO CTAPUK, XOTh M O€3MEPHO MYJIP, HO He €3 CTPaHHOCTEH.

JIHEM Ha HEOOJIBIIION JTyXalKe IMOCPEIN POIIUIIBI Ha XOJIME COOMPAIIUCH pa3HbIe MEJIKKE 3BepH
Y TITUIIBI, HO OOJIbIIIe BCEX, KOHEYHO, ObLIO 3aiiieB. KTo mién k My/peiry 3a coBeToM, KTO 3a JieKap-
CKOM TIOMOIIIbIO, KTO MIOCTYIATh UCTOPUU, KOTOPBIX TOT 3HAJ MPEOr POMHOE KOJIMYECTBO, & KTO U IPO-
CTO TOCY/Ia4UTh ¥ OOMEHSITHCSI HOBOCTSIMU. B O11aroqapHOCTb 3BEpU HECIIA CTAPUKY TPaBbl, KOPEHbSI,
Opexu, XBOPOCT...

3aiiuoHOK ke OBbLT eIIé CIMIIKOM CJ1ad M He MOT IOKa MOKHMIaTh paciienuHy. CTapuk, Kak
0Ka3aJI0Ch, TOJIbKO BBIMJISEN TAKUM HEMOIIHbIM. OH cTaparesibHO yXaKuBasl 32 OOJbHBIM — MO
OTBapaMH, MepeBsI3bIBAT PYKU U BHIBOAWI IO BETpa.

OpaHako 3allYOHOK TaK M HE MOT BCIIOMHMTb, YTO € C HUM MPOM3OILIO, KaK HU IbITAJIC.
Tonbko Ha BTOPOU WUJIM TPETHil JIeHb, KOIJa €ro rojioc OKpen HACTOJIBKO, YTO CTapUK HAKOHEll ero
YCJIBIIIAJ, OH CMOT IOBTOPUTH CBOM BOIIPOC.
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— OHu ynum, CbIHOK, — OTBETHJI MyJIpell, TIOKeBaB Ty0aMu, — yIIUTH Ty/a, OTKyJa He BO3Bpa-
HIAI0TCS.

3aifYOHOK B ITyOMHE TYIIH ITO YKe 3HAI.

— A Kak... — rojioc copajics. — A Kak OHH yILIHA?

— MHe 3T0 HEU3BECTHO, CHIHOK.

— Ho kak s 3neck ouytwmics, neaymka?

— 3aiipl Tebs HanwTM Oe3 YyBCTB B MBIIIMHON HOpE W MpHHECIn Ko MHe. HUKTO He 3Haer,
CKOJIBKO ThI TaM IPOJIEKAJL.

— Ho kak s cMor nposie3Th B TaKylo MajJeHbKYI0 HOpY?

— Thl €€ packorana CBOUMHU PYKaMHU, CbIHOK.

3aifYOHOK MMOCMOTpEJT Ha CBOM TepeBsizaHHbie pyku. [ToxkeBaB rydamu, Craper] 100aBuI:

— ITotomy 51 u nan tebe nmst Kponuk.

— Ho s e Kponuk.

— Twl cymen oOMaHyTh CMepTb, U Tenepb TeOe HYKHO HOBoe mMs. — CTapuK MpOmosLKasl
TOBOPUTb, OYATO HMYETO W He CJbIIal. A MOXET, M B caMOM Jejie He ciblmai. — HoBast sKu3Hb —
HOBOE UMS.

3aifYOHOK TpOILIaKasl BCIO HOUb, ¥ TOJIBKO K YTPY cyMel ycrnokouTbes. Ha cinenyrommii esb,
COOPABIINCH C CUJIAMH U TOIHSIBIINCH HA HOTH, OH BIIEPBbIE BBIIIIEN Ha JTyKaiKy. OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIBKO
1po0oJIeN, OIHAKO CBEPCTHUKU OKA3aJIMCh BBIIIE €r0 YyTh JIM HE Ha LIEJYIO TOJIOBY, & €r0 CaMoro
HUKTO HE Y3HaBaI.

U korpa 3aituonok [lepOathiii, mpo3BaHHBIN TaK 32 CKOJIOTHIN TIEpeIHUN 3y0, CIIPOCHIT, KaK €ro
30BYT, 3alTUOHOK TOCJIE HEKOTOPOTO 3aMeIaTe/IbCTBA OTBETHI:

— Kponuk.

[ToTHXOHBKY 3alTYOHOK TOTPABJISICS M HAYaJl IOMOTaTh CTAPUKY B €r0 HEXUTPOM XO3SMCTBE:
HOCHJI BOILy, COOMPAJI XBOPOCT, MOAJAEPKUBAT OTOHb, YTOOBI BAPUTH Pa3IMUHbIE OTBAPHI ISl Bpaue-
BaHUS U KyIIaHbs 1151 camux ceOs1. Crapelr, ocTaBIIMiACs 0e3 eIMHOro 3y0a, MOT' eCTh TOJILKO Bapé-
HbIE ¥ UCTOTYEHHBIE KOPEHBSI 1 TUIOIBI.

OcoOeHHO 3aiiYOHOK JIIOOWJI, KOT/Ia CTapyK JOCTaBaJl CTAPUHHBIN CBUTOK M HAUYWHAJI YATATh
MCTOPUH PO JIETeHAAPHOT o 3aiiiia BeTporona, KOTOphIi Oeraia HaCTOIBbKO OBICTPO, YTO MOT OOOTHATh
BeTep, a OT XMITHUKOB YAUpaJl ¥ ofaBHoO. .. KoHeuHo ke, Bce 3aituara 6e3 UCKITIOUeHUsT XOTeIU ObITh
MOXOXXKUMHU Ha 3Toro Berporona!

WHorna xTo-HMOYIh MPOCHI paccKaszaTh Mpo YxkacHoro Jluca, HO Takue uctopun Kpommky
HE HPAaBWJIKCh: TIOCJIE HUX CTAHOBUJIOCh OYEHb CTpaIIHO. [I03TOMy OH cTapascs OTCecTb Mogablie,
YTOOBI HUYEro He CIIBIIATh. XOPOIIO, YTO 3TOT JIMC YKe yMep, a ero bparcTBo, HaBojsiIee yxac
Ha BCIO OKPYTY, pa30exkasochk. ..

3aTo MOTOM Bce 3aiIIbl yke B KOTOPBIN pa3 paccipaiiiBaim o0 YkacHoeche. XOIUIn CITyXH,
YTO MOCJIe CMepTU YikacHoro Jluca Tam He ocTanoch HU ogHoro xuiHuKa! Ho Ha 1o crapslii 3as11
JIMIIb TPYCTHO Kavasl rOJIOBOM M OTBEYAN, YTO STO MOMPOCTY NMTHUYBM BECTU M YTO XWIIHUKU €CTh
BE3JE.

A TIOTOM HaYMHAIMCh HECKOHYAeMble BOIIPOCH OT JTIOOO3HATENIBHBIX 3BEPST, HA KOTOPHIE CTa-
PYK, BEPHBII CBOMM MPUBBIYKAM, OTBEUYaJT HECTIEIITHO ¥ MTOPO CTOJIb 3ara/IouHO, YTO HE y BCEX XBa-
TaJIO TEpIEHUs OCIyIIaTh 10 KoHIa. [1o Tomy sxe cBUTKy Crtapel] yuus YuTaTh BCeX KeJaloluX,
cpeny KOTopbIx ObuT Ternepb 1 Kponuk.

ToJIBKO HOUBIO OHU CO CTAPUKOM OCTABAJIUCH OfIHU.

— Jleayiika, a moyeMy Thl HE TaCHIIb Ha HOYb KOCTEP? — Borpoc 3TOT AaBHO BOJIHOBAI 3ail-
YOHKA, U OIHAXK[BI [I0C/IE HACTYIUICHUSI TEMHOTBI 3aYOHOK PEIUIICS 3a1aTh €ro.

Mopocuit 10%/b, HO TOJ1 CTOSIBIIIME O]l HAKJIOHOM BaJIyHBI, TJI€ PACTIONArayluch 3aiIbl, Karuiu
He poneranu. Ctappiil 3asi] cujes y KocTpa M 4To-TO 3anuchiBal B cBoéM HcuenurenbHom CBUTKeE.
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— OroHb ObLT MOMM €IMHCTBEHHBIM TOBAPUILIEM B ITOCJIETHHE JTyHbI, — OTBJIEKIIIMCH OT MIMCAHUS,
MIPOU3HEC CTapHK. — MBI C HUM yiKe KaK eAMHOE 11e10e. MHe Opoi KaxkeTcs, UTo s YiAY B TOT CaMblid
MWUT, KOTJIa TIOTaCHET 9TOT KOCTED. ..

Ho Kponuky 6s110 He 10 3aragok Crapia.

— Ho Besb XUITHKKM. .. — TOJIOC MPEAATEILCKU COPBAJICS.

— B 3111 y3KMe paciienuHbl MKy KaMHSIMH HE CMOXET MPOoJie3Th HA OIMH XHUIHUK. Tak 4To
MOXeIlb He OOSAThCA.

«Jlerko ckazarb...» — MOEKWICS OT CTpaxa 3alvuoHOK. [To HOYaM Bcerga CTaHOBHJIOCH OCO-
OEHHO CTpAIITHO, U BCE MEJIKKE 3BEPH B JIECY CTAPAIIMCH CIPATATHCS. MBIIIN CKPHIBAIUCH B HOPKaX,
OeJIKM — B qyIUIax, MTHUIBI — B THE3AAX. TONBKO 3aiillbl HE UMENU CBOETO KWJIbsl, TOTOMY 4TO OBLIO
Oe3omacHee NpATaThCS KAXKABIA pa3 B CaMbIX pa3HBbIX MOTaiHBIX MecTax. Houblo HacTynana Bpems
XUIIHUKOB.

Crapell, BepHbIIi CBOMM IPUBBIYKAM, YCEJICSI CO CBOMM HEpa3MyYHbIM TIOCOXOM Y TOPSIIEro
KOCTpa, a 3aYOHOK YJIETCS CIlaTh, HO COH HUKakK He 1en. OT yXaHbsl (PUIMHOB U KPUKOB HESIChITEN
cepiiie, Ka3ajuoch, yXOAUJIo B caMmble NIATKHU. [ToBopovaBImch Ha IMHOBKe, Kponuk morpocun y cra-
pOro 3aiIia CBUTOK Mpo BeTporoHa, KOTOPBIN XpaHWJICS B TMOTAWHOM YIITYOJIEHUH TI0J] CAaMbIM OOJTb-
IIIUM BaJIyHOM BMeCTe C TpaBaMH U CHa100bsiMU. VcTopru 1po OBICTPOHOTOro M JIOBKOro BerporoHa
BCerJa BCEJISUIM YBEPEHHOCTh 1 TIOMOTAJIM MTPOTHATh CTPaX.

3aflYOHOK yMeJ YUTaTh TIOKa TOJIBKO IO CJIOraM M, OBICTPO YCTaB OT YTEHHMs, HaYaJl IpocMar-
pUBaTh MPH CBETE KOCTPa MHOTOUMCIIEHHbIE KAPTUHKU. PUCYHKH KpacoyHO n300paxam BerporoHa,
JIMXO yOeraromero oOT JIMca, CTPEMIJIAB YIUPAIOIIETO OT LIEJION MAWKK BOJIKOB, C YJIBIOKOW UIYIIEro
0 PYCITy pydbsl, YTOOBI COMTH XUIITHUKOB CO CJIefa. . .

— Jenymika, — CipoCHJI BAPYT 3a1YOHOK, — @ KTO HAIMCaJl 3TOT CBUTOK ?

Crapelnl He oTBevaJl, BUIATh, YK€ 3apeMall... 3allUOHOK yKe M He KJaJl OTBETa, KaK CTapuK
HEOKUJAHHO U3PEK:

— Xoporuii Bonpoc Tsl 3aaaj1, Kposnuk.

— YemM ke OH XOpoIll, AeaylIKa? — OTOPOIIEN 3aiYOHOK.

— Tewm, uto ThI Hauas gymarth. K coxaneHuio, HelHYE y 3aiilleB HET BpeMEHH Ha 9TO, OHH TIOCTO-
SIHHO 3aHATHI TeM, 4To 0ositcs u Oeraior. bositess u Oeraior, — moBropwi Crapell, CJIOBHO TTPoOys
Ha BKYC rOpeYb CBOMX € CJIOB.

— Ho kpyrom xe xuiHukn! — Bo3pasu 3aifuoHOK. — Bon u Betrporon Bceraa yoeran!

— Ilpupona ycTpoeHa Tak, 4To Ham, 3ailllaM, ¥ B CaMOM [ieJie, JOJDKHO yOeraTh M CKpbIBaThCl.
OpnHako XMIIHUKY HE MOIVIM MorMarh BeTporoHa He TOJbKO MOTOMY, UTO OH Oeraiyl ObICTpee BCex,
a Tpex/ie Bcero Orarogapsi TOMy, U4TO OH BCeraa JAyMal, Kyaa v 3a4eM HyXHO Oexatb. Beerga cra-
paiicsi Tymath, CHIHOK, TIPeXe YeM KyJa-HUOyJb MYaThCsl CJIOMSI TOJIOBY.

«Iloka 51 Gymy Jymarh, BMECTO TOTO, UTOOBI IaTh CTPEeKava, MEHs MOMMAIOT U ChEeAAT ! » — HO 3aii-
YOHOK MOOOSIICS CKa3aTh 3TO BCIYX M MOJTYa YTKHYJICS OOpaTHO B CBUTOK.

— Jrot 3aauuil CBUTOK Harucan apyr Berporona — 3as1 KopoTkoxBocT — nocsie HeKOTOporo
MOTYaHUsI IPOAOJIKAIT CTApHK. — B Held coOpaHbl Bce TpelaHus PO HAIIETO JIETEHAAPHOTO MpeaKa,
a TI0 CYTH — BCSI MYZIPOCTh 3asiubero pona. Hu B Koem citydae Heslb3s1 AOMyCTUTD, YTOOBI IparolieHHast
PYKONHCH TONaja B pyKH XUIITHUKOB.

C HacTyruleHHeM yTpa pollla BHOBb HAMOJIHWIACH OXKUBJIEHHBIM TOMOHOM 3Bepbsi. OCOOEHHO
BBIZICTISITICS IIPOTUBHBIN M MPOH3UTEJIBHBIN T0JI0c cOpoku banmadonku. YTto 310 OHa ¢ yTpa npuietena?
Kpomnuk ¢ MerkoM co cHanoObssMu BeIOpaJICs U3 paciieuHbl Besien 3a CtaprieM. Bes smyskaiika Oblna
ycestHa OOJIBIIMMU 1 MaJIbIMU KaMHSIMH, Ha KOTOPBIX ¥ PaCCaKMBAJIMCh 3BEPH.

— Yt0 cityunnioch? — CTpOro CIpOCHIT y COOPABIIUXCS 325111, YCEBIIUCH HA CBOE OOBIYHOE MECTO:
CTapblii TIOBAJICHHBIA CTBOJI OepE3BI BO3JIE POJJHUKA.

— Takoe city4usnocs, Ieaymika!l — TyT e 3aTapaTopuiia COpOKa, MpbIrasi o OMHOMY U3 BaJTyHOB
Y He J1aBasi POYMM M PTa PacKpbITh. — Takoe CIIyYrioCh, YTO ThI IaXKe HE MOBEPHUIIIb !
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Ecnu yx copoka B3s11ach YTO-TO paccKasbiBaTh, TO €€ yke He OCTaHOBUTh. HO Xyxe Bcero To,
YTO OHA JIIOOWJIa HEIIQHO TPUBUPATH TIPH STOM.

— XBarut 6anabonuts, banadonka — npepBan crapuk. — PacckasbiBaid.

— Cpenp 6ena mHs Peokuit JIuc yBENT 0OMaHOM TPOMX OJIEHSAT. — 3aYOHOK 3aTaml JAbIXaHUE —
cpa3zy cTaJio cTpaIiHo. — Tonbko TpesicTaBbTe cede — cpeapb Oena aus! Beé ctano B 60bioM rope.
Cawm Bornbimioe KombiTo oferan nepeioMuts XpedeT jucy. O6emnars-1o o0ermat, 1a TOIbKO Kak emMy
CJIOBUTH-TO. ...

— Tw1, Banabonka, ganeko He MOUAENTL — U TO HaBPEIIb, — npepBai Craper] OONTIMBYIO NITHILY.
Cpenu 3Bepeit mpoOekan CMEIOK.

— OpnHo coBo — Ganabonka! — A3BUTENBHO BHIKPUKHYJT 3alYOHOK BrICTpOHOrHIA.

— Cam TBI Oanaborka, a st benodoka, — BO3MyTHUIaCh COPOKa. — BOT KiTioHY Te0sl, KOCOM, B HOC —
Oyzenib 3HaTh! $1 Bcera roBopio TOJIBKO YHCTYIO MpaBay! 51 He ymelo o-apyromy. Buepach 1o camoii
Houu Bobinioe KompITo co CBOMMM 0JIeHSIMU-BOMHAMM TIBITAJICS pa3pbITh skuuile Poixkero Jluca!

HekoTtopble 3Bepy cOrIacHO 3aKUBAJTH TOJIOBAMHU.

— Jla Bcé 6e3 TonKy — 00JIbHO ITyOOKa HOpa, A0 X03AuHa He g00parhcs. XoTs crapbiii Porau
YBEPSJ MEHS, YTO 4yTh He AocTtai Peixkero Jluca konbIToM. ..

— A Kak ke o5ieHsTa JJOBEPUIUCh pbhkemMy xutpeily? — cripocuit Crapeil.

— OH 1M Harwién, 4To Terepb MepecTant OXOTUTHCS U UTO TETIepb €CT TOJIbKO OHY TpaBy. ToIbKO
npexacraBbTe cede — Pookuii Jluc ect TpaBy! Co cmexy moxHO ymepeTh! OH He BCSAKYIO-TO IUYb
CTaHeT KyIIaTh. ..

— Hy, noBonbHO, Banadoska, — mepeOuIt crapbiid 3asil, — JIeTH JabIlle CBOSH JOpOroii!

— 41 Bcerga roBopio TOJIBKO YKCTYIO MpaBay! 1o Bee B Jiecy 3HaoT! — Myapelly copoka mnepe-
YHUTh HE OCMEJIIIIACH U, BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM BbIpakasi HEJIOBOJILCTBO, yJIeTeNa AANbIIIe BELaTh 110 JIeCy
CBOM HOBOCTH.

CoOpaBiviecst 3BepH CTaIM HariepeOOoU CTalM pacCcKas3blBaTh, KTO UTO CbImai 1 3Ha1. Ciejie-
HUs ObLTM BechbMa OOPBIBOUHBIMH U TIOPOH MPOTHBOPEUIIIN JIpyr JIpyry. ¥ Kponmka maxe ronosa
TOIIJTa KPYTOM OT BCEX ITUX HOBOCTeH. Kak TyT BBISICHUTS, I7ie TIPaB/a, a Iie JOXb?

— OsieHsiTa MPOSIBIIIM OOJIBIIYIO OIUIOIIHOCTD, 3aroBOpHUB ¢ Prikum JIucom, — U3pEK B UTOTE
Crapei1. — OH CcTOJIb XUTEP, UTO ykKe pa3yuusics FTOBOPUTH MPABIY.

— HysxHo Obu10 yOerarh! — BCKOUMB Ha KaMeHb U TTONPAaBUB pyOaxy, BOCKJIMKHYJ BbICTpOHOTHIA.
[TpucyTcTBOBaBINIKE 3aiIBI OYPHO €ro MOAAEPKaIN: OH yXke ceiiuac 6eran ObiCTpee MHOTHX COPOJIH-
Yeil.

MBbIy pemviiy, YTo HYKHO OBbLTIO CIIPATAThCSl B HOPKE, OEJIKM — 3aJ1e3Th MOBHIIIE Ha JepeBo,
MITHIIB — YJIeTETh TOAIbIIIE.

[To ycrosiBIIEHCS YK€ TpaJUIIMK CTAPbIid 321 OTCTABUJI CBOU MOCOX B CTOPOHY M MPUHSJICS
BBICJTYIIIMBATH 3BEpPEid, KOTOPBIE KaJOBATUCH HA pa3InYHble HeqyTry. BoibHbIE, MOAXOAS 110 OJHOMY,
MIPUCAXKUBAIMCH Ha OPEBHO PSIIOM CO CTAPUKOM M PACCKa3bIBAIH, YTO MX OecrmoKouT. TiaresbHo
BBICJTYIIIAB, a €CJIM HAIOOHO, TO ¥ OCMOTpPEB OOJILHOTO, CTapell IaBajl KaxkJIOMy U3 MeIlKa JIMOo cHa-
no0be, MO0 BBICYIIIEHHbIE TPaBbl U1 OTBapa, JIMO0 Mazu. Kponrk momorast 3BepsiM yHECTH JieKap-
CTBa C COOOM M TepIEIUBO MOBTOPSLI €IIE pa3, KaK X MPUMEHSITh.

Bpemst yxe 61m3noch K OMYIHIO, KOT/Ia KPaeM riia3a 3aiiYOHOK 3aMETHIT KaKOe-TO OKUBJICHUE
cpenu coOpaBimxcs B 3assubeM Bexonmmbe 3Bepeit. OmisapiBasch B CTOPOHY BOCXOJIA COJTHIIA, OHU
TUXO O YEM-TO NEPELIENTHIBAIMCH. BOHEHME BCE YCUIIMBAJIOCh, HAKOHEL] IITULBI C KPUKAMU BCIIOPX-
HYJIM CO CBOMX MECT Ha JAEPEeBbsl, U MOCTBIIIATINCH KPUKU:

— Pookuii Jluc! Peoxuit JIuc un€r cropa!

Kpomuk Beck noxosnoaen. Peikuit JIuc, rposa Bcero MHoropyueiiHoro Jleca, XonuBIumii B CBOE
BpeMs eIlié Moj HavajoM y camoro YskacHoro Jluca! 3Bepr MOBCKakWBaId ¢ MECT M OPOCHITUCH
BpacchiliHyo. B MrHoBeHue oka poiia omycrena, a Kposimk ot ctpaxa He CMOT JJake TOIIEBETUThCS.
B ronoge 1o cux nop 3BeHen kpuk: «Porkuit Jluc ugér croga!l»
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N3 cocrosinus crynopa ero BeiBes1 Ctapel, BCTPSAXHYB Kak Cle/lyeT 3a IJIeUH.

— ThI emg cnumkom c1ad, a s yKe CIUIIKOM CTap, YTOObl yoexaTh, — ckazall oH. — Cripsruemcs!

Onu nponesnu B xumine Crapia, Iie TOT NEPBbIM JIEIOM CHPATaJ CBUTOK C MPEAAHUSIMHU.
Ho Kponuk He uyBcTBOBas cedst 3aech B 6e3omnacHocTu. K Kakoit Obl CTOpOHE OH HE MPUKUMAICS,
BCErJa OKa3blBaJICs CIMIIKOM OJM3KO K OJHOW M3 TPEX pacliesvH. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH JpoXka
OT CTpaxa yceJicsl Ha CBO& MECTO U MPHUKPBLICS IIMHOBKOM, OYTO 9TO MOIJIO €r0 CHACTH. . .

— 3/paBCTBYH, ITMHHOYXHI CTApPUK, — pa3JaJicsl BAPYT TIe-TO COBCEM OM3KO Yel-TO MSITKHIA
BKPaJuMBBIN IOJIOC.

Pouxmit JIuc?! Kponuk ot yxaca, Kaxercs, nepectas Jaxe AblaTh. .. A Beb HU €IMHbII 3ByK
HE BbIJJAJI IO/IKPABLIETOCS XUIIHUKA.

— 4 cmoTpio, y TeOsI MOSBIIICS YUCHUK.

B onHoi#t U3 paciiienrH MeJTbKHYJT XUITHBIA OCKaJl, U 3aYOHKA HAYaJIo TPSICTU TaK, YTO OH JJaxe
HE CMOT MOJHATH CHOJIZIIYIO IMHOBKY.

— Yro Tebe HyxHO, Prokuii JIuc? — cipocun Crapetr.

MO:XHO MOAyMaTh, OH HU KareJbKu He OOsJICS STOr0 XUIITHUKA !

— MHe H1Yero He HyXHO, yBepsiio TeOs1, craprk! $1 mpocTo nmporyimBasicss © MUMOXO/IOM PEIHT
UCIIUTh U3 3/IEIIHEr0 pofiHuKa. Bosa TyT BKycHas — BCS IPONMTaHA 3asTYbUM JIyXOM.

— Thl HUYEro He Jenaenb NpPoCTO TaK.

— X0-X0! — XOXOTHYJ JIMC U3-32 KaMHel. — Yero TobKO He HalpuyMbIBaeT 3BEprHasi MOJIBA.
ThI e 3Haelllb, CTApUK, — HE CTOUT BCEMY BEPHTb.

Peus nrca nunack Tak CMOKOMHO, a TOI0C ObLT TAKOW MATKUM, 4YT0 KoMK HU 32 YTO HE TOy-
MaJt Obl, YTO ero 00J1aAaTeNb — KECTOKUI U KOBapHbIN XUITHUK. 3aYOHOK Jake MIOUyBCTBOBAJI, UTO
MOCTETIEHHO YCIIOKauBAETCsl — IPOTUB CBOEW BOJIM.

— 4 TouHO 3Hal0, YTO HE CTOUT BEPUTh TBOMM cJioBaM, Prikuil Jluc, — TBEPIO OTBETCTBOBAJ
Crapell.

— Tel TOXE TyMaelib, YTO HE sl yMEI0 CKa3aTbh MpaBjbl, U 3TOMY YUHIIIb CBOETO y4YeHHUKa? —
B rosnoce nmca, kaxercs, NOCIbIIIAIUCh BECENbIE HOTKU. B paciuenvHe — reneps yxe Apyrou — CBEpK-
HYJIM T71a3a XUIIHUKA. — YK OOJbHO MaJIEHBKOTO M THISAYIIHOTO 3aiYOHKA Thl BBHIOPAN, CTapUK.
Byner nu ot Hero Tonk?

— Tonk OGymet oT M0O0OrO, KTO cam 3Toro xoueT, Peokuii Jluc.

— Xo-xo! Thl e 3Haelllb, Kak Y Hac roBOPSAT: JOXKUBIIME J1a YBUAAT. Ho MHe, K coxalieHHIo,
nopa. [Ipomaiite, nyimHHOYXMeE !

Mex 1y BalyHOB MEJIbKHYJ PBUKMI XBOCT U McYe3. 3allYOHOK CHET Moda, 00siCh Take pac-
KPBITh poT. TOJIBbKO TENepb JO HEro JOLUIO, YTO M0J, YUEHUKOM JIUC UMEN B BUAY €ro!

— Yén i peikuil pa300iHUK, TonyOyIka? — MOAHSB rojoBy, ooparuics CTapel K CHHUIIE,
CUJISIIIIEN Ha JiepeBe.

— Ymeén, nepymikal!

— Huxorna He cTouT BepuTh JIMcaM, — IOKeBaB ry0aMu, ckasan aeaymka Kpomky. — A Peokuii
JIvic — GOJIBITION XUTPEIl, ¥ C KKABIM THEM OH CTAHOBUTCS BCE XMTPOYMHEe U XUTpoyMHee. Eciu Obl
OH 3axoTe, s Aymalo, oH 0e3 Tpyaa cMor Obl ToMMaTh ceiiyac Hac odoux. Ho s yxe ciuikom crap,
a Thl €ILE CIMIIKOM MaJl, a IOTOMY JIMC He IOeJall MOMyCTy TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha Hac.

— A 11 B caMOM Jiesie TBOM yUYeHUK ? — pelunicsl cipocuTh Kpomuk.

— Tomnbko TH caM MOKeIIb OTBETUTb, 3a4€M ThI 371eCh. BO3MOXKHO, THI XOUelllb OTOIArofapiTh
MeHsl, TOMOrasi, Ui TeOe MPOCTO HeKyJa UATH. A MOXET, Thl ISMCTBUTEIBHO XOUelllb MOCTUYb MY/I-
pocTb ApeBHUX 3aiilieB? Tl caM MOMMENIB, KOT/Ia HACTYIIUT BPEMsI.

Kponuky, KoHeYHO, U B caMOM Jiejie UITH HeKyla, HO Belb OYeHb OOMIHO OCTaBaThCs 37eCh
TOJIBKO K3-3a 3TOro!

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI ThI, JEAYIIKA, HAYYHJ MEHS... — 3aiYOHOK 3aMOJTYall, YBUAEB, UYTO CTAPHK
YIIBIOHYJICS.

10



2. SpoB. «Poxnenue nerenapl. Poman-ckaska»

— Henp3s HUKOro Hay4uTh, MOKHO TOJIBKO HAy4MThCS caMoMy. — 3asll caenai naysy. — Ko
MHE Y€ HECKOJIbKO Pa3 MPUXOJWIN B YUEHUKH 3aituaTa. Thl €IMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO TaK HaJI0JT0 3aep-
KaJics, U, HABEPHOE, TIOITOMY PhDKUIA XUTPEI] ¥ 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS TOOOM.

Kponuk, BCIOMHUB XUIIHBINA OCKaJT ¥ SIPKO-PBDKUIN XBOCT, B3APOTHYIL.

— lemyiika, — MOMOJTYaB, CIIPOCHJI OH, — @ Thl pa3Be He OOUIIIbCs Juca?

Craper; HEKOTOpO€E BpeMsl PUCTAJILHO CMOTpEJT Ha 3aY0HKA, a 3aTEM CIPOCKIL:

— Ilouemy TbI Tak permin’?

— Tel Tak cMesio ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBal. ..

— Tel mipaB, s geficTBUTENBHO He Oolock Peikero Jluca, moToMy 4TO CMEpTh — TO HE camoe
crparHoe. S 6oiock apyroro. Boock, YTo He ycre nepenarh CBOM 3HaHHsI CIIEAYIOIeMYy MOKOoJe-
Hu0. botock, uto 3asunii CBUTOK MponajET mocie Toro, Kak MeHsi He craHet. Huuero He crpaiarcs
TOJIBKO JIypaky U cymaciesme. ToT, KTo JymaeT o CBOEM OyayIleM, BCeraa yero-Huoy/Ib Oracaercs.
XUIIHUKH U Te TIOJIBEPKEHBI CTPAXY.

Jnst Kponvka 310 cTano OTKpHITUEM: OH paHbIlle Jake He AymMal 00 3TOM. ..

— A dero xe oHu OosTCsA, AeaymKa?

— T'onona, Apyrux XuIHUKOB, cMepTU. He Kakaplil IeHb Y XUITHUKOB ObIBAET ylauHas OX0Ta,
Y TIOPO OHM BBIHYKJIEHBI IpaThCs M3-3a 100bIuu. Ho cTpax IomkeH moMorarh IyMaTh O CBOEM Oyy-
IIeM, CBIHOK, a He MpocTo yoerarb. OO 3TOM HMYEro He CKa3aHO, K COXAJICHUIO, 1a)Ke B CBUTKAX
3aiiiia Berporona.

«CTpaxa-To y MeHs Mpe0CTaTOUYHO, — B3AOXHYJI Mpo cedst Kposuk, — ToIbKo OT Hero Oosblie
XOUeTcs KakK pa3-Taku Oerarth, a He QyMath...» CKa3aTh TaKoe BCIIYX Tepesi CTAPUKOM OH He OCMe-
JIVJICSL.

— Jluc nmpuxogui He MPOCTO Tak, — MPOAOJIKaI paccykiare Crapel. — f nymaio, ofHa U3 pU-
YHMH — OH XOTeJI IOCMOTPETh Ha TeOs, CHIHOK.

Kpomnuk He 3Haz, cMeATbCs eMy WM TUIaKaTh.

— Ho 3auem oH XoTen MeHs yBUIEThb?

— OH Bcerma gymaet o Oymymiem. — [Iopoii cTapbiii 3asii COBCEM yxke HauMHAJI TOBOPUThH 3arajl-
kamu. — U octeperaiicst Banaboiku, ChIHOK.

— Banabonku?! — ynusuics Kpomvk. — I[oyemy?

B rosnose naxe MebKHYJIA MIaJbHAS MBICIIb: YK HE COILEN JIM CTApUK C yMa OKOHYATeJIbHO?!

— CiMmIkoM yK 4acTo B HaieMm Jiecy Beien 3a bamabonkoi mossisiercss u cam Poeikuii Jluc.
Craaércs MHe, 3TO He NPOCTOE COBIA/ICHUE.

Crapen 3amonk. Haj ronoBoii poseteno HeCKOJIbKO BCTPEBOKEHHBIX NTULL, HO MTPU3ayMaB-
mmiicst Crapen Ux He 3aMeTuI.

— Yro ciyuniiocs? — cripocuit Kponuk, Bckakupasi.

— BHu3y, B JIOIIMHE NOABUIIACH pOcOMaxa! — JIOHECIIOCh C BBICOTHI.

— Pocomaxa? — BcTpenenysics ctapuk. — BoT u ucrunHas npuuuHa nosisiieHus Peokero Jlucal
Nném, chIHOK.

— Kyna, nenymika?! — onenmun 3aitdoHOK, HO Crapell ¢ yIUBUTENIBLHOW ISl HETO MPBITHIO
BBIOpAJICSI BOH U3 PACIIEIIMHBI.

CrnemoBath 3a CyMacHIEAIIAM CTApPUKOM OBUIO CTpAITHO, HO €IIE CTpallHee — OCTaBAThCS
onHoMmy. [locne HekoToporo 3amerarenbeTBa, Kponuk nocnemmn 3a yuuteneMm. CHapyXu B HO3IpU
yAApWII TaKOW CHJIBHBIN JIUCUI 3arlax, YTo 3aKpykuiach ronoa. Crapelr ke, CIOKOMHO MTPOKOBBLISIB
K Kpalo JIy)KalKH, OTKy/Ia JIOIKHA OblIa KaK Ha JIQJIOHU, yCeJicsl Ha KaMeHb.

3allYOHOK, BECh [pOXKa, MPUMOCTWICS Y KaMHsl, HE pellasch AaXe BBIISHYTh U3-3a HETO.
«Ho 3ayem, 3auem MbI cioga BbUK?!» Kpomuk mopeiBasicsi ckaszaTh, YTO HYXKHO MATH OOpAaTHO,
OJIHAKO OT CTpaxa y Hero MonpocTy OTHsUICA S3bIK. V13 TOJIOBBI HUKAK HE BBIXOJWJIM OCKAJI JIMCA U €T0
OrHEHHO-PBbIKMIA XBOCT.
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— CMoTpH, CHIHOK, — CKa3aj IIENOTOM MyApbIid 3asil. — CMOTpH, €CM U BIPaBIY XOYelllb
HAyUYUTHCS TyMarh.

3allu0OHOK, 32KMYPHUBILHICH, COOPAJI OCTATKU CMEJIOCTH. .. OH He IIOMHIII, KaK 3TO MOy YUIIOCh,
HO OTKPBIB 171432, C Y)KaCOM OOHAPYXKHUJI, YTO CTOUT PSIIOM CO CTAPUKOM.

[Mpocnenus 3a B3rissaom Crapiia, AepkaBIlerocs 3a CBou rnocox odenmu pykamu, Kponuk pas-
IJIS171€71 B HU3KHE YeThIpe (PUTyphl U 3aMep, HE Pellasich Jake MOMIEBEIUThCs. 3aro34aJIo MOHS, YTO
Jaxe He BBISICHWI C TIOIBETPEHHON WJIM HABETPEHHON CTOPOHBI OHM BBHIIIUTM HAOMIONATh 32 XUIIHU-
KaMmH. ..

— Pocomaxa He ouH, — MENOT cTapyKa JIMJICS CIIOKOWHO, KaK HU B YéM He ObIBAJIO, — C HUM
TPOE €ro MOAPYYHbIX-IIIAKAJIOB.

[Makanpl BHU3Y CYeTJIMBO BBICMATPUBAIM M BBIHIOXMBAIM CJIE/Ibl, MHOTAA AaXe OIMYCKasiCh
Ha yeTBepeHbKU. Pocomaxa ke, Kak M MOJIOKEHO BOKaKy, CTOSUI B IUIAILE U3 IIKYP U JIUIIb YKa3bIBaJL.

— Ilaxe eciiu XMITHUKY YUIyIOT HAC, OHM HE TIOMIYT B HAIILYy CTOPOHY.

«Ho nouemy?!» Ho Bciyx Kpomnuk He cMor npousHecTy HU 3ByKa U Jiniib cMoTpest. OH xaai,
YTO BOT-BOT KTO-HUOYb U3 XUIIHUKOB TIOJHUMET TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY XOJIMA H. ..

— [Toromy 4TO camble CBEXUE Cebl BEAYT MPOUYb OT BCXOJIMbsI. XHUIHUKU HACTOJIBKO CAMO-
HaJIesTHHBI, YTO Jake MPeCTaBUTh ceOe He MOTYT, YTO 32 HUMHU HaOMI0AaeT ux A00bIYa.

He B cocTosinnm nasxe noeBeanThesi, Kpomk cioBHO B TymaHe Habmoaas 3a cepo-0ypoid uet-
BEPKOM, PbICKABLIEH B JIOIIMHE, UCHIELIPEHHYIO 3asiUblMHU ciefamMu. OJIMH U3 11aKaJIoB BAPYT MOBEp-
HYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY XOJIMA Y IPUHIOXAJICA. 3allYOHOK 3aTpsicCsl, CJIOBHO JIUCT HAa BETPY.

OpnHako, HEMHOTO MOKPYTHBIIKCH IO JIOIIMHE, pOCOMAaxa U IIakajbl U, B CaMOM Jefe, Opo-
CUJIMCH OeXaTh 1Mo Oepery pyubsi Ipoub OT Xoama. Kposmka modyBCcTBOBaJI, YTO HOTH €ro OOoJblie
HE JIepKaT, ¥ OH MEIJIEHHO CIOJ3 110 KaMHIO Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Crpax He Tak BeJIMK, KOIJIa BUIHUIIb CBOMMHU TJIa3aMHU TO, Yero OOMIIIBCSI, — MOBEPHYBIIIKCS,
CKa3aJj CTapuK.

UYro 3a epynpa? [bitasick 4to-HUOYIH OTBETUTH, Kposuk pazxkai 3yObl, HO OHU TaK 3aCTydaly,
YTO OH TOTYAC 3aKPbLJT POT U MPOCTO KUBHYI B OTBET.

— XUTPHI JIUC HAPOYHO PACITyTall BceX 3Bepel ¢ X0IMa, YTOObI IPHIILIBIE XUIITHUKU OCTATUCh
6e3 10OBIYH B JIECy, TJie PUBBIK OXOTUTHCS OH CaM.

[TomonuaB, crapuk HETOPOIUIMBO CJie3 C KaMHSI M, ONMPAasCh HAa CBOHM MOCOX, 3aKOBBUISII
00paTHO K paciie/vHe. 3aiiYOHOK, N30 BCeX CHJI CTapasiCh YHATH IPOXb, MBUHYJCH ciegom. Crapell
MIOBOPOIIIWJI IyYKH TPaB, pa3BeliaHHbIe HAa BEPEBKAX, MPOTSIHYTHIX MEX/y BATyHAMM, U TIPOIOJIKIT:

— JlaBaii-ka, 3aliMEMCS TIPUTOTOBJICHUEM CHaJ00Mi. TpaBbl BBHICOXJIM, a CErOqHsI K HaM BCE
PABHO YK€ HUKTO HE MIPUJIET. . .

Crapuk u B 3TOT pa3 oka3ajics npas. Bosnbine B 3T0T JeHp Ha 3astube Bexonmbe HUKTO U3 3Be-
peii He MoKa3bIBaJICs, BCe ObLIM HAIyraHbl XUIMHUKaMu. Kponmk momorasn crapomy 3aiIly TOJNOYb
CyIIEHBIE TPaBhl, HO APOXKb B PyKax y HEro Tak v He kKoH4asack. [IpeObiBanne y Crapiia okazanach
ropas/io CTpalHee, YeM OH Mperosaras.

«Yro xe penars? OcTaBaThbCsl CTPAITHO, YXOAUTH CTBHITHO. . .» TONBKO K Beuepy 3aiiYOHOK HaKO-
Hell HaOpavicsi XpaObpocTH, YTOObI KAK MOKHO HEBO3MYTHMeEE IMPON3HECTH:

— d noiiny... NOryaATh.

Crapblii 3asiil, CUIEBIINIA y KOCTPa, O CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHUIO HEKOTOPOE BPEMSsI TIOMOJTYA.

— JlomkeH mpu3HATHCS, — CKa3ajl OH, He 000paYMBasiCh, — YTO MOJIMHHAS MYIPOCTh MPHIILIA
KO MHE TOJIBKO TOTJIa, KOT/ia s y’Ke He Mor ObIcTpo Oerath. [IoToMy 4TO TONBKO TOT/a, IOHEBOJIE, S
Y Ha4yaJl 0-HACTOSIILIEMY 1yMaTb.

CoBceM cOuThIii ¢ TONKY Kponuk He Haliéncs, YTo OTBETHUTb.

— Ipomait, cbiHOK. — CTapuK Tak v He oOepHyJics. — Bo3Bpainarics, korjia Oy/ierbs roToB.

Kpomuky crano Tak CTHIAHO, YTO M3 IIa3 OpBI3HY/IM CIE3B, HO OH HAYEro He MOr ¢ COOOi
nozenatb. Horm camu nonecnu ero npous ot 3assubero BexonMbs. BHU3Y, cHOBa HaTOJIKHYBILIUCH
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Ha cnenbl Pookero Jluca, Kponuk BApyr BCIIOMHWIL, YTO YK€ OAHAX/Ibl BUJEN €r0 XUIIHbBIA OCKa
1 OOJIBIIION XBOCT. B Ty camyio 3710Moy4HyI0 HOUb, TIPH CBETE TMOMHOM JyHbL. Toraa jimc Toxe yiibl-
oaic. ..
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I'naBa 2. O0MaHyTble HadeXK bl

Tpycuiiika 00s3IMBO BHIVISHY/I M3 KYCTOB M IOCMOTPEJ TyAa, Ky/Aa eMy yKa3biBaJl [JJTMHHOHOT.
Jlec orclona He BUIIEH, HO OHM MOYTH JouUM. OCTaIOCh TOJIBKO MEPECEYD TOJE. . .

JJIMHHOHOT, OCTOPOKHO BBICYHYBLINMCH U3 3apOCiied, BHUMATEJIbHO OcMaTpuBajcs. Tpycunika
TEPIEMBO KAAJ CBOETO JIpyra: OH CTapllie, U C HUM He TaK CTpallHO. 3aTeBaTh TAaKOE JAJIbHEE ITyTe-
IIECTBUE B OJIMHOYKY 3ail4OHOK TpycHIlIKa HU 3a YTO HE OCMENUIICS OBbl.

Hakonern, JInmHHOHOT yIoOHee MPUCTPOMIT 3a TJIEUYOM CBOIO KOTOMKY M, C/IeJIaB Tepes] cOO0M
rapy pe3Kux B3MaxoOB MaJIKOM, CKa3al:

— Wpém. Ecmu uto cimyduTtcst — OeKUM 3Ur3araMu B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

Tpycuiika KUBHYJI, IIBITAsACh YHATH MEJIKYIO APOXKb, M 3aiiyara BbIIIUIA B OTKpbITOE Nose. Kpy-
KUBIIME B HeOe J1Ba KOpIIyHa cpa3y K€ PafoCTHO 3aKJIEKOTAJIM W Hayald CHUXKATbCs. TPYCHILKY
OCHOBATEJIbHO CTPYXHYJI U, BBIPOHMB MAJIKY, MOBAIWICA B TpaBy. OnHako [IJTMHHOHOT HE MOTEPsUI
IIPUCYTCTBUA AyXa U YIPOXKaIOIIE TIOMaxaj CBOMM OpPYKHUEM HaJl F'OJIOBOM.

PazovyapoBaHHbIE TeM, YTO JIETKOW JOOBIYM He Oy/IeT, XUIIHbIE MTULIB TOJHSUIICH HA TIPEKHIO0
BBICOTY, HO KPYKUTb HaJl 3aiiYaTaMu He nepecTain. Tpycullka nogo0opas cBO Najky ¥ 3aTOPOIMJIICS
32 TOBApULIEM.

3aifuarta OUIM COpo, HO mepexod Obl1 AMMHHbIA. CONHIIEe HelagHO MPUIEKaJIo, U BCKOpe
Ha OTKPBITOM IIOJIE CTAJIO KapKo. JUIMHHOHOT Jep:kall MajaKy HaroToBe U BpeMs OT BPEMEHM IoMa-
XUBaJI el0. VIATH, TOCTOSTHHO OIJISIABIBASICh BBEPX, OBUIO UPE3BBIYANHO YTOMUTENIBHO, BcKope y Tpy-
CHILKH 3aTeKJIa LIS U Nepe] INIa3aMU MOIJIbUIN LIBETHBIE KPYTW OT COJTHLIA.

Hakonen, Bnepeau 3areMHena IojocKa JEpeBbEB, MOKa3blBaOIasa Ha Kpas Mo, U 3aiyara,
1oOpocaB MaJIKK, TOMYATUCh U30 BCEX, BbIIEIbIBAS 3UT3ary.

JlnmuaHOHOT Geran ObicTpee, HO TpycHiKa BHIEN, YTO cCefyac TOT CHOEPKUBAJICS, YTOOBI
HE OCTaBJIATH €ro Ha Mose ogHoro. OH yxe COBCeM BBIOWJICA U3 CUJI, KOT/la 3aiiyaTa HaKOHell BJIETeJIH
B CIIACUTEJIbHBIN MOMJIECOK. [JIIMHHOHOT, TSKEJO Ablllia, HadyaJl OCMaTpUBAaThCs 10 CTOpoHaM, a Tpy-
CHUIIKA HUYKOM IOBAJIWIICA HA 3EMJIIO.

— HNoGpasuce! — 1mentai oH, emge qaxe cam He Bepsi. — JJoopamics!..

MornBa 1po 3TOT BOXIEJNEHHBIA JIEC, II€ HET XMIIHUKOB, XOOWJIA CpPeOy 3allieB JABHO.
Ho He MHOrHe Habupaach CMEJIOCTH OTIPABUTHCS B CTOJIb JAJIBHUI MyTh, MOJIHBIN onacHocTel. Tpy-
CHIIIKA e TIOoCiIe TUONN poAUTeNiel OT PyK XUIHUKOB MAaHUYECKU 3a005UICS KUTh B POJHOM JIECY
¥ OT 6e3BICXOTHOCTH TIOJIAJICSI Ha YTOBOPHI 3HAKOMOT'O 3aiiuOHKa, [{mMHHOHOT. . .

— Emé onHy Takyo mpoOeskKy 51 He IepeKHUBY, — UyTh OTBIIIABIIICH, €Jle TIpocunen Tpycuika
Y 1I0CTapaJICs YIbIOHYThCA.

— Bcs 3as4ubs )KU3HB — OJJHA CIUIOIIHASA TPOOEKKa, — YIBIOHYJICA B oTBET ytMHHOHOT. — HyXKHO
uat K boneimomy [yOy, Tam y3HaeM Bce HOBOCTH.

Tpycuika He TepecTaBal yAUBIATHCS TOMY, CKOJIBKO CBEAEHMI cMor coOparh JJIMHHOHOT
0 YYyKOM JIECE U3 BCAKHUX CIIyXOB U JOMBICJIOB. TpycuIliKa OgHAJCS, HOTU BCE €ILE IPOXKaIN MOCIe
CUJIBHOTO CITypTa.

CrpocHB JIOpOry y MECTHOTO 3510/IMKa, pYy3bsl HAIPABIIIMCh B YKa3aHHYIO CTOpPOHY. Temnepb
uaTH OBLIO ropasio Becesee. [mmHHOHOT GonTan 6e3 yMOoJKy, cOMBast MajaKoi JIMCThs ¢ KycToB. [Ipo
3TOT JIEC OH, Ka3aJIoCh, 3HaJ BCE! PaHbllle 31ech 0OMTa 3HaMEHUTHIN YikacHbli JIuce co cBonm bpar-
CTBOM. DTOT JIUC ObLT HACTOJIBKO XHUTEP M YMEH, UTO IO €ro Ha4aJoM XOAWJIM He TOJBKO JIKCHI
U IIaKaJibl, HO Aaxe BOJKU U Meaeau! Ero BpaTcTBo ncTpeOMo BCIO MEJKYIO )KMBHOCTh B JIECy
Y HA4aJIO IPOMBILLUIATD [0 COCEIHUM JIECaM, HaBOJA yKac Ha BCIO OKPYTY.

Tpycuiiika, TPEBOKHO OIISIIBIBASACH, MOEXKUICA. XOTA YkacHbM JIUC M ckoHYasCa ene npo-
IJTBIM JIETOM, CJTyLIATh [TPO HETro BCE paBHO OBUIO O Kak CTpalIHo. BoT nmocie cMeptH Jica v He ocTa-
JIOCh B 3TOM JIECy HM OJIHOTO XMIIHMKA, IOTOMY Kak BCE ero bparctBo pazoesxanocs.
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W3penka ocBeqoMIIsISICh y MEPHATHIX, MPABUIBHOM JIM IOPOTroid OHU UAYyT K Bosbimomy yOy,
Tpycuika 1 JJIMHHOHOT HECTIENTHO MPOIBUTAIMCH BCE TiIyOXke B YkacHomeche. Bo Bpems myTerne-
CTBUS1 OHM TPUBBIKJIM Jaske 0oeaaTh Ha xony. Ho ycranocts Hayana 6path CBOE, U, eBa 3aBeuepero,
Apy3bsl, IO IPUBBIYKE TIIATEJIbHO 3aIlyTaB CJIEbl, yCTPOMJIUCH HA HOUJIET B 3apOCIsAX Opexa.

[TpocuyBuuch yrpom, Tpycuilika mogymali, 4To eMy JaBHO HE CHAJOCh TaK XOPOLIO M CIIO-
KOWHO. JIJTMHHOHOT YK€ paccIpaliviBall COJIOBbSI, I0JITO JIM UM elle qooupatbes 10 bompimoro lyoda.

— Bol He mectHbie? — [Tuna ornsaena 3aiiyar — Te 3akMBaId. — BaM HYKHO TIPOWTH BJIOJb
9TOW TpsAbl IO KabaHbel Tporne, nepeitu BOpon Bypnusyio Pexy y Bomomnost M mogHSIThCS BbIIIE
0 TEYECHHUIO TI0 To *ke Tpore. Y Bonbimoro [Iyoa xuBét BopoHa Kapp-Kap, y He€ MoxHO y3HaTh
BCE CaMbl€ MOCJIEJHUE HOBOCTH.

— A XMILHUKY B JIeCy €cTh? — cripocuil [JIMHHOHOT.

— IloroBapuBanu, yro y BsizoBoit Omyimku BUIeaM eHOTOBUAHBIX coOak. Ho TouHee Bam pac-
ckaxet Tosibko Kapp-Kap.

3aifuata pacTepssHHO MOOJIAarofapuiv CONOBbSI M, HACKOPO MEPEKYCHB JIMCThSIMU OPEXOBOTO
JepeBa, TPOHYIUCh B MyTb. JJIMHHOHOT 1O JOpOre JOJIroe BpeMsl MOJ4yall, HaXMYpPHBILIUCh, a Tpy-
CHIIIKA JaXke W He 3HaJI, 4To TyMmarh. Kak ke Tak — B jiecy 6e3 XUIIIHUKOB €CTh XUIITHUKU? !

— IToxoxe, BCE 3T0 ObLIM OOBIYHBIE ITUYLM BECTH, — HAKOHEI[ CKa3al [IJIMHHOHOT.

— Ho nouemy?!

— Ecnm MbI cMori 1oOpathCst 10 3TOTO Jieca, TO U XUIHUKH 3aIPOCTO MOTIIN 3asIBUThCS CIOZA.
HerpynHo noragarecs, eciyv NOpaCKMHYTh MO3TAMM. . .

Tpycuiika cHUK. Bckope OHM BBIIUIM K IPOTONTAHHOW TPOIE U IBUHYJIUCH 110 HeW. MecTHOCTD
MIOHMKAJIACh, TIOJVIECOK CTAHOBUJICS BCE TYIIe — TPOIa BeJia K peKe, K MecTy Bojomnost u Opoxa. Brie-
peau nociyaics mym, 1 Tpycuika cHayaia UCIyrajics, HO BUJs, 4To [JJJTMHHOHOT CIIOKOEH, U caM
PAacCIbIIIA, YTO TO TOIMOT KOIIBIT, & HE HOT XUIITHUKOB. Korza nrym cran Gvke 3aiiyara yiui B CTO-
POHY, YTOOBI MTPOIYCTUTH HEOOJBILIOE CTAJ0 KaOaHOB.

[Iupoko crynasi, BO3MIABISLT IECTBUE OTPOMHBIN CeKad, 32 HUM Yke Bpa3opoc BecEou Tol-
TMOH TUTK KaOaHbl MOMEHbIIe, KaOaHUXH U CEMEHIJIH, TIOBU3TUBasi, osocarble mopocsta. Tpycuiika
C 3aBUCTBIO IOCMOTPEJT BCJIE ITYMHOMY CTajy. «Jlepkarcsi BMecTe M HUKOTO He 00sITCS, — MOoyMal
oH. — [loueMy MblI, 3ail1Ibl, TAK HE MOKEM ?»

3aifyata BepHYJIMCh Ha TPOIY U 3a1araiuy gajasiue. [1oTsaHyno cBexecToio, U BIiepeu B IPOEME,
00pa30BaHHOM 3apOCJISIMU BO3JIe TPOIIBI, TOKA3a1ach peKa.

Tpycumka Beien 3a JIJIMHHOHOTOM BTSIHYJ HO3IpsAMM BO3AyX. Bopomoil — omacHoe mecro,
U Te e caMble COOaKH, O KOTOPBIX TOBOPHII COJIOBEH, MOTJIM YCTPOUTH 31ech 3acany. Ho Betep, ayio-
U B UX CTOPOHY, HE MPUHOCHJI C TIPOTHBOIMOJIOKHOTO Oepera HUKaKUX MOIO3PUTENBHBIX 3aIaXOB.
Hakazas xnaatb, JJIMHHOHOT MONpBITAN MO KaMeHUcToMy Oepery Briepén. [lepernpaBisTbesi HyKHO
10 OJJHOMY.

Tpycuiiika, CKaBIIUCh OT CTpaxa, COpsATaIcs 0OpaTHO B MPHOpPEKHBIX 3apocisx. OTTyna oH
Ha0oa1, Kak [JIMHHOHOT TIeperphiriBal C BaJlyHa Ha BaJlyH, B MHOKECTBE Pa30pOCAHHBIX 110 MeJl-
KOBOJIbIO, ¥ JOOpaJICs 0 CEepelMHbl PEKHU, MOYTH He MpoMovuB Hor. Ho ianee Gosbliiie KaMHU KOH-
YWIUCh, U 3a1YOHOK, TIOJIHSIB KOTOMKY IOBBIILIE, 3aJI€3 B BOMLY, JIOXOAUBILEN eMy /10 nosca. JJJTMHHO-
HOT OBICTPO T0OpaJICs 10 APYroro Oepera v, OTPSXHYBIIKCh, MaXHYJI PYKOH, JaBast 3HaK.

Tpycuiika B3IOXHYJ U BbIOEKaJI U3 MPUOPEKHBIX 3apocieil. OH XOTell epelTH PeKy Tak ke
IIPOBOPHO U JIOBKO, KaK €ro JApyr, OIHAKO YK€ Ha BTOPOM KaMH€ ITOCKOJIb3HYJICS U CBAJIWIICS B BOALY,
cpa3y BBIMOKHYB. [Tpuiiock Bech Opoj UATH 1O BOJE.

3aifyatam He TepIiesioch CKopee JOUTH U, OBICTPO YTOJIUB Kak/1y U Jake TOJIKOM He 0OCOXHYB,
OHM CKOpee JBHHYIUCH Jaibine. CHavana Tpora ObUla MIMPOKas U BeJa Mpoyb OT MecTa BOAOIOS,
a 1ocJie pa3BUIIKM, Ha KOTOPOH 3aiiyaTa MOBEPHYJ/IM BIPABO, HAUajIa CCyKaTbCs M 3alleTIsiia 10 Yalle
Jieca B CTOPOHY BEPXOBbsI PEKHU.

Bapyr u3 rycTbix 3apocieil Ha TPOIMHKY HOC K HOCY BBICKOUYMJI MECTHBII 3aiTYOHOK.
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— Ilpuser! — cpa3dy OKJIMKHYJ ero IJIMHHOHOT.

— II-npuBert, — 3anbIXaBIIMICS HE3HAKOMEIT JaXe PaCTepsUICs OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

— Mu1 uném k Bonbiiomy [yOy. . .

— UYro BbI! — 3aMaxant pykamu 3ailyoHOK, — Co ctoponsl Peunont Jonunbl cioga UAET Lienast
I1aiika eHOTOBUIHBIX coOak! [ToBopaunBaiite 0OpaTHO!

VY Tpycuiku nepexBaTuio JbIXaHue OT TAKOTO U3BECTHS U 3aXOTeJIOCh TUlakaTth. B aToM siecy
HE JIOJKHO OBbITh XMIITHUKOB. . .

— MBbI He MecTHBIE — He 3HaeM, Kyna Oexarb. . .

— Tonpko k Byprmusoii Peke. Berperumcs y 6pona! — M 3aii90HOK CKPBUICS B 3apOCIAX TaK ke
OBICTPO, KaK U TIOSIBIJICS.

VY Tpycuiiku Bc€ noxosnozaeno BHyTpu. [1o onHOM U3 3as4bMX 3aM10BEAE IIPU OMACHOCTH CJle-
J0BaJIO pa30erarbCsi B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI 3aITyTaTh XUIIIHUKOB, & OH JJO CMEPTH He JII0OWJT OCTa-
BaTbcsl oiuH! [ITMHHOHOT eMy YTO-TO TOBOPHMJI, HO TpyCHIIIKa OT CTpaxa HMYEero He MOT TMOHSTh.
Korzaa ToBapwil moATONKHYI €ro, MoKa3biBas, Kyaa 6exarb, TpycuIlKa MOHECCS BO BECh IyX CKBO3b
KYCTHI 11 3apociii. KTo 3T0 TONBKO MpHIyMalt, yXOAUTh OT OonacHOCTH Bpo3b?! Te ke kabaHbl, K MpH-
Mepy, YIeNETHBAIOT BCE BMECTE. . .

W3penka ot BbIOEBIBAI METIIM, YTOOBI 3aIyTaTh CJeAbl, U Oexan aanbine. MecTHOCTb ormmyc-
Kajiach BCE HIKE W HIKE, a TIOJUIECOK CTYIIAJCs, TPO3sl MPEBPATUTHCSI B COBCEM HEMPOXOAUMBIC
3apocii. YtoOs! BRIATH K MecTy Opojia, Tpycuiiika crapajics 3aduparsb jieBee, OCKOJIbKY Oexkasl BHU3
1o TeyeHuIo peku. HakoHerr oH Beimien Kk BypimBoit Peke, koTopast B 9TOM MecTe MOJTHOCTBIO OMpaB-
IpIBaJIa CBOE Ha3BaHUE.

MrHoBenue TpycHilka pa3ayMbIBajl, B KAKOW ke CTOPOHE HAXOAUTCS OpO: BHIIIE WA HUXE
1o TedyeHnio? PaccynuB, UTO pa3 XUIIHUKHU UAYT C BEPXOBbsi, TO BO3BPAIIAThCSl OOPATHO OIMacHee,
3aYOHOK TOOEKaJl JIaJIbIlle BJIOJb PEKH IO TeYeHuI0. 3emiist BcE Oorblie 3a00aunBaiach, mocTe-
TMIEHHO BCE JAEPEBbs COIILIA HA HET, M OCTAJIUCh OHU 3apOCIIM PAKUTHHUKA. A KOTrJla KOHYUJIUCH KYCTHI,
Y OTKPBUICS BUJI HA OKPYKAIOLTYI0 MECTHOCTb, TpyCHIIIKa MOHSLI, YTO OKA3aJICs B JIOBYIIKE.

3nech BypnuBas Peka Bnasana B pyryio, MMPOKYIO ¥ IOJIHOBOAHYIO PEKy, 00pa3yst AJTMHHBINI
1 y3Ku# s13b61K. Y Topora otcrozia Obuia TobKo ofiHa — 00paTHO. CyIOpOKHO MBITAsSCh YTO-THOO0 CO00-
pasurthb, Tpycuiika 3ameTtascs 1o ocoke. bexaTb K Opoay WM 3aTauThCs 371€Ch, XOTh OH U HABETPEH-
HOW CTOPOHE Y XUIIHUKOB?

PemmB ocrarbcesi, 3afiYOHOK CHpATAJICS B KyCTaxX paKUTHUKA, HO CTpax He JaBasl eMy MOKOS
1 Bc€ ryOxe MpoHUKan B aymy. He Beigepxkan, Tpycuiika kunysicst Oesxxath 00paTHO BIOMb Bypiu-
BOl Peku.

YaxJible nepeBlia CHOBA CMEHHJIHICh TYCTBIM JIECOM, HO OH JIakKe He TPEeICTaBIIsT ce0e, CKOIbKO
eMy em€ noduparbces 10 6pona. Tonbko Obl yerieTs! M3 3apocneii eMy HaBcTpedy BAPYT BBICKOUMII
3anbixaBimics JmuHHoHor. TpycHinka eme HUKoraa He BU/IEN CBOETO Jpyra TAKUM HaIlyTaHHBIM.

— Tel nouemy He y OGpona?! — HafcaJHO 3aIenTa OH.

— A TBI? — pacTepstHHO TipoOopmoTai TpycHilka, He Hals, YTO OTBETHTb.

— 51 napBasics npsimo Ha cobak. OHM OTpe3asiu MeHs OT Opoja M MOTHAIM CIOIA.

Tpycuika 3acTbll OT cTpaxa, HO [IMHHOHOT, HE NOXUAAsCh OTBETA, OBICTPO CXBATHJI €rO
B OXarKy Y TMOTAIIWI 32 COOON 00OpaTHO K MECTY CIMSHUS peK. 3allYOHOK XOTeN CKa3aTh, YTO Ty/a
HEeJIb351, HO OT MCITyra He MOT' BBIMOJIBUTH HH CJIOBA.

BHe3arHo rae-To c3aau pa3fgalicsl Yel-To XPUILIbIi rojoc:

— 3aliuOHOK TJIe-TO 3/1eCh, 51 UyIO ero 3amnax!

JITMHHOHOT TOTYAC MOBAIWJICS Ha 3eMyo. Tpycuika, mpex/ie, YeM ynacTh, YCIesl paccMoT-
peTh HaJI 3apOCIISIMHA CHJTYST COOAKM Ha CTBOJIE CTApOU MOBAJICHHOW WBBI, 3allCTUBIICHCS BETKAMU
3a CTOSILIME PSJOM JePEBbsl M OCTABIIEHCS TaK BUCETb.

B rosoBe mynbcupoBaia TONBKO OfHA MBICIL — Oexkath! BoT Tombko kyma?! C Tpéx cTropoH —
BOJIa, & C YETBEPTON — XUIIHUKH. . .
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— 4 HamEn cnenpl eme OIHOro 3alYOHKa! — MOCIIBIIIAJICS OTKYAA-TO U3J1ajieKa X PUILIBIT T0J10C
apyroro xumHuka. — Mx 3neck qBoe! Okpyxait ux, pedsita, U3 3TOro MeIKa OHU yxke He BeioepyTcsi!

Kpyrom o6noxwmmu! [puxumasice K 3emiie, 3aiiuaTa OpOCHINCh MPOYb OT XUIIHUKOB. [Lmy-
Tasi B TYCTBIX 3apOCJIsiX, OHM O€Xalu 0 TeX MOp, NMOKa He MOBATMINCH Oe3 CHUJI MO, MOCIEAHUM
KyCTOM pakMTHHKa. TpyCHIIKa Jake He Mpeanosaras, 4To yCrea HACTOIbKO JaJIeKO YUTH OT OKOH-
YaHUS S3bIKA.

— Tam... Hekyzna Oexath... TaM peKa... — TSHKEJIO JIbIIIa, TPOCUTIEN OH.

— 41 yxe norajmancst 3 pasroBopoB codak, — ycrano oreetun JyimaHoHor. — Eci Ol TOBKO
MBI YMEJIH TUIaBaTh, Kak OOOPHI. . .

— Yro xe nenars?! — efne cablHoO npoientan Tpycurika, 6ecripecTaHHO OIsIbIBAsICh U TIPsi-
aast yuiamu.

Tpeck JIOMaloIMxcss BETOK TOJ HOTAMU XUIIHUKOB CTAHOBWICA BCE Omvke. JIJIMHHOHOT,
TMIOTPABJISIst MEIIOK, OTJIsiieN Oeper.

— INonpoOyem cripsTaThCsi TaM, — U OH MOOEKasl K OOJBIION IpyJe MOBaJEHHbIX JIEPEBbEB,
BBIOPOIIIEHHBIX PEKOW Ha HEOOJIBIIION MBICOK BO BPEMsI BECEHHETO MOJIOBO/IbSI.

Bonee menkwmii Tpycuiika ¢ pazbera rpose3 Mexay OpéBHamu, [JTMHHOHOT *ke 3aMellKaics,
3aleTTMBIIUCH KOTOMKOH 32 BETKY.

— Bort onu! [lepxwure ux, pedsra!

OT rpoMKOro OKpHKa XHUIIHUKOB, Pa3JaBIIErocsi COBCEM psiioM, TpycHIlIKa COBCEM MOTEPSLT
roJioBy. .. OH IpoAMpacs CKBO3b Cyubsi, BETKH, JEPEBbsl, OCTABJIssI HA HUX KJI0Ubs 1mepcTu. Codaku
MBITAIMCH TTOWMATh €ro B TOM OypesioMe, MPOCOBBIBAsi KOTTUCTBIE PYKH B OCTAaBIIMECS MTPOCBETHI,
HO 32i{YOHOK HEMMOBEPHBIMH YCUJIMSIMUA BBIPBIBAJICS M YBEPTHIBAJICSI.

OT cTpaxa 1 yCTanoCcTH Mepes IJ1a3aMu COBCEM MOMYTHIIOCh. Kortu mapanasnu yarne, KianaHbe
3y0OB CTAaHOBMJIOCH CHJIbHEE, KPUKH TpecieioBaTeneit rpomye. KoHery HeyMonumo mprosiKaics.

OnuH U3 TICOB CyMelsl YXBaTUThb €ro 3a HOTY M W3/ajl TOPKECTBYIONIMN BOIUIb. TpycHuIIKa
WCTOIITHO 3aBU3XaJ U, CXBATUBIIKUCH 32 OJIMKHUH CYK, UTO €CTh CUJIbI JIATHYJT JPYTOW HOTOM MO pyKam
XUIIHUKA. EMy yaanoch BIpBaThesl, HO OpEeBHO, 32 BETBb KOTOPOT'O OH OTYASsTHHO JEpiKajics, BAPYT
CIOBHHYJIOCH, ¥ 3AiYOHOK TIOMYBCTBOBAJI, UTO TOJIETEN Ky/a-TO B TapTapapbl BMECTe ¢ OPEBHOM. ..

Cut 6osIThCs yiKe He 0CTalloch, 1 Tpycuiika najgai nodru ¢ ooneryenveM. OH He cpa3y MOHSL,
YTO CBAJIMJICSI B PEKY, IOKA BOJA HE HAKPBUIA €ro C roioBoi. OH 4yTh He 3axJIeOHYJICs, HO AEPEBO,
3a KOTOpPOE OH HAMEPTBO BIIEMHWJICS M HE CMOT Obl OTITYCTUTb, €CJIM Obl 1aXKe 3aXOTeJl, BBIHBIPHYJIO
BMECTE C HUM Ha TMIOBEPXHOCTb.

['motast BO31yxa pToM M Kaluisisi, OH YBUJIEIN, YTO €r0 yKe YHEC/IO TeUeHUeM Ha MOpsI0YHOe
paccrosiHre OT Oepera, rjie TI0 TIOBaJIeHHBIM JIEPEBbsIM TPHITAN U 37I00HO opayu coOaku. Orisaes-
mch, Tpycuiika oOHapy Ui psioM ¢ co0ol [ITMHHOHOTA, AePKABIIErocs 32 COCE/IHIO BETKY.

—DTO THI. .. XOPOUIO MPUAYMAI... C OPEBHOM — OT(PBIPKUBASCH, CKAa3aJl OH.

«Camo Tak BBIIUIO», — XOTEJ CKa3aTh TpyCHIKa, HO OTKPBIB POT, HEYASIHHO XJIEOHYN BOJBI
Y TOJIbKO 3aKaILISIICS.

W3 cTpeMHMHBI 3aii9aT BMECTE CO CIACUTEIbHBIM OPEBHOM BBIHECIIO HA CEpeNvHYy PEKH, I7e
OoJiee CIIOKOWHOE TeYeHWe TMOBJEeKIO uX faibiie. CoOaku HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Oekalld 3a HUMU
no Oepery, HO MyTh UM Tperpagu MPUTOK, U OHU C KPUKaMH, KOTopble TpycuIlKa He cMOT' pa3o-
Opath, CKpbUIACH B MPHOPEXKHBIX 3apocisax. Kpome omHoro croga. ..

— Kyna onn no6esxami? — Tpycuiiika 130 BCeX HAJIESICs, YTO eMy TOCIBIIIAIOCH.

— K 6pony, — orBetun ymaHOHOT. — HaBepHOe, BbIIle M0 TEYEHHUIO U C 3TOM CTOPOHBI €CTh
6pon. HyxHo mipucTath K JieBoMy Oepery!

Ho, moxoxe, cobaku 3HanM, 4To Jenaind. 3aifyata mpoOOBaid TPecTd, HO TOJKY OT 3TOro
He ObLJI0 HUKAKOro, TEYeHUEeM MX MEeIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO CHOCHJIO IMEHHO K npaBomy Oepery. Hasep-
HOe, JIeCOB Oe3 XHWIIHMKOB BooOIIe He ObiBaeT. M Kak CTONb OYeBWAHAS MBICTh HE TMpUIILIA UM
B I'OJIOBY paHbliie!

17



2. SpoB. «Poxnenue nerenapl. Poman-ckaska»

Peka crenenHo Hecia cBOM BOABI BMECTE C IOIHEBOJIBHBIMU ITyTellecTBeHHUKaMU. [IpaBbiii
oeper MeJIeHHO NpHOIKaics, U TpycuIlka, MIbIBIIMKA K HEMY CIIMHOM, OECIIOKOMHO MOCMAaTpyBal
Hazaj, HO cobak emeE He ObUIO BUIHO. 3aTO Haj KPOHAMU JIEPEBbEB MOKA3AJIOCh HEUTO OrPOMHOE
1 YEpHOE.

— Kpenocts YxacHoro Jluca. .. — BbIIOXHY JJIMHHOHOT.

Tpycumka crinotHys. [IpubpexkHble BB U TOMONM HAKOHEI PacCTYNUINCh, OTKPBIBAsl B30PY
BBICOKHMI XOJIM, KAMEHHCTHII CKJIOH KOTOPOTO OBbUT MOKPHIT KYCTAPHUKAMU U YaXJIBIMH JIEPEBIIAMH.
Ha camoii BepiiHe BO3BBIIIATIOCH OOJNBIIOE JEPEBSIHHOE CTPOEHUE, OKPYKEHHOE BBICOKUM YacToO-
kosioM. bpéBHa co BpemeHeM nouepHenu, npugasas Kpenoctu yxkacawoumii Bua. Tpycuiika nouys-
CTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA HAYMHAET APOKATh.

Teuenue, cnaciiee 3aifyar OT CBOpPBI COOAK, Tereph HECIO MX MPSIMO K TMOJHOXHIO XOJIMA.
Koneuno, ceituac Tam HuUKakoro YxacHoro Jluca HeT, 0lHaKO Ha JIyllle OT STOrO Jierdye He CTAHOBU-
JI0ch. 3aiiyaTa CHOBA MOMBITAIMCH TPECTH, HO CIIPABUTHCS C TEUSHUEM UM ObLIO HE TIOf CUITY.

BpeBHO crutaBiisuiock BcE Onmke U ke K Oepery, MoKa He 3aCTpsiio B 3apOCIIsSiX TPUOpexk-
HOTO Kamblllla. 3afiyata CIpbITHYJIM B BOAY U MPHHSUTUCH TOJNKATh OPEBHO, YTOOBI TUIBITH JIAJIbIIIE.
OpHaKo OHO KPEerKoO 3alenuIoch TOPYallUMK CYUbsMU 3a WIKCTOE JHO U HE CIBUHYJIOCH AaXe HU
Ha HOTYy.

CrnyrHyB HECKOJIBKO KpSIKB, 3aiiyata BeIOpaymch Ha Oeper, mpsimo mon Kpemocteio u, Kak
OOBIYHO pa3/IeUBIIUCh, YTOOBI JTyUIlIe 3aIyTaTh CIIeIbl, ABUHYJINCH BJOJIb Oepera BHU3 MO TEUEHHUIO.
Uem nasbllie OHU IIUTM, TEM Kpydye CTAaHOBUJICS XONIM, a Oeperopasi mosoca cyxkaiack. Bckope, 00a
3alfYOHKA TOTAJIM YK€ COBCEM PSIIOM — HUKTO HE PUCKHYJ MPUOIN3UTBCS K CTPAIIHOMY CTPOSHMIO
Ja’Ke Ha Liar.

3apociiv KaMbllla 1 OCOKHM CTAHOBUJIMCh BCE Tyie. [lon Horamu Havasia XJionarb BoJa, ¥ uepe3
TMIOJICOTHU IIaroB Oeper OKOHYATeJIbHO MPEBPATHIICS B HEMPOXOAMMYIO TOIb, a CKJIOH 3JIOBEIIEro
XOJIMa CTaJI TIOYTH COBEPILCHHO OTBECHBIM. [lasibllie HUKAK HeJlb3si ObLIO MPOWTH. 3aivaTa momnpo-
O0BaIM UATH Yepe3 OOIOTO, HO HA BTOPOM ke Iare JJMMHHOHOT YyTh JIM HE C TOJIOBOYM MPOBAIMJICS
B TpsICUHY, U TpyCHIIIKa eJie BBITAIIMI ero 0OpaTHO. BriMazaBIIMCh B Ipsi3u € TOJIOBHI JI0 MAT, 3aii-
yara, TSKEeJO JbIIA, OTION3M K Y3KOMY SI3bIKY 3€MJIM Y CTOSIBILIETO CTEHOM XOJIMa.

— MoxeT, Hac He HalayT 3/1eCh? — PelInICs CIIPOCUTh TpycHIlKa.

— MBI c/IMIIKOM HacneanIy, — nokavyas rojoBor IIMHHOHOT.

Ornsnesimch, TpycuInka yBues Be OTYETIMBbIC LETOYKM OTIEYaTKOB HOT' Ha OOJOTHUCTOM
nouse. [1o TakuM crienam ux 37ech HaIIEN Obl JaKe CIIETION XUITHUK C HACMOPKOM.

— Hapo uatu, — JITMHHOHOT TTOMHSIICS.

— Ho kyna?!

— Beepx. ABOCB ycrieeM ITPOCKOYHUTD.

3aifyara Kak cymacieAnme nooexanyu mo 6epery B oOpaTHoM HarpasieHuu. Tpycuiika ene
rocrnesaj 3a cBouM JIpyroM. OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 Majajl, Ipsa3b Jiessa B poT, I71a3a U YL, HO HEKO-
raa ObUIO Jake OTpAXHYThCs. Kak Toybko Oeper pacimpuiics, 3aii4aTa BHOBb pa3onuinch. Briepenu
MOC/IBIIIAJIOCH TSABKaHbe. TpyCHILKa OX0JI0es] — He ycnesu!

3aifyata MOBEPHY/IM TaK, YTOOBI MPOCKOJIB3HYTh MeXIy KpermocTeio M mpeciieioBaTessMu.
Tpycuiika coBceM yxke BbIAOXCS M CUJIbHO OTcTall oT [lymmHHOHOTa. ' 1e-To coBceM psiioM pasjaBa-
JIUCh KPUKHU XUIIHUKOB. TpycHIlike MpUXOauIoch 3a0Mparh BCE MpaBee M Mmpasee, U BCKOpe OH YkKe
U3 TIOCJIEIHUAX CHUJT KapaOKaJICs 1O XOJIMY BBEpX.

Bech ckJIOH ObLT ycesiH KOCTSIMU KHMBOTHBIX, KOTOPblE BMECTe C KaMHSIMH OCHINAIUCDH IO
HOTaMH, 3aTpyaHsst BocxoxkaeHue. [1oT rpagom iusics ¢ 3aituonka. Koctelt craHoBUIIOCH BCE OobllIe,
Y OH 3aIio3/1aJI0 TIOHSIJI, YTO 3TO OCTaTKH OT 00enoB YikacHoro Jluca u ero BparctBa. K ropny mos-
KaTWJ KOMOK, M TpycHika cxBaTuics 3a OMMKHUE BaJlyH, HO TOT BAPYT COpPBAJICSI BHU3 U BbI3BA
OIOJI3€Hb. 3aTUOHOK MOKATUJICS] BHU3 U, YIAPUBLINCH O CTBOJI PACKUAMCTOTO KYCTaPHUKA, BHE3AITHO
MIPOBAIAJICS B KaKyIO-TO IMY.
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[Notupas ymmoneHHble OOKa, OH C TPYAOM MOAHSJICS M TOHSUJI, YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO sIMa,
a oOIMpHas remepa, Beayas Briayos xonma. CBeTta uepes Mmosty3aBajeHHbIH BXOJ IPOHUKAIO MAJIO,
Y 371eCh IIapWJI MOYTHU TMONHBIN Mpak. TpycHIlKe axke MoKa3ajlioch, YTO B TIIyOUHE TyHHENs, KTO-TO
€CTb... A UTO eciiu oa3emelibe BeET npsimo k Kpernoctu?!

OH Heme/IJIEHHO BBICKOYMIT Obl BOH, HO CHAPY’KH TOCIBIIIATIMCH TOJIOCAa XUIIHUKOB. TpycuIika
3arauscs.

— Iloka HauMHalTe CBEXEBATh ITOTO, — Pa3AaJICsl BECEIBIN ToJIoc, — a IPYroro Ml cervac Hau-
ném!

— Haiiném! — yBepeHHO oTBeTIII BTOPOMl. — OH HE MOT JIaJIeKO YUTH. ..

Co6aku noiiManu JITMHHOHOTA U TeTiepb UcKaiu ero, Tpycumiky! bexars MoXHO ObUIO TOJBKO
Jajblie B remepy. Tpycuiika co cTpaxoM BCMOTpEJICS B TEMHOTY — MIATH Tyla He Xoresochk. Kto
3HAET, KaKue YyJOBHIIA MOTYT 3/1eCh BOOUThCSI? OT BHE3AITHO BCIIBIXHYBIIMX B ITyOMHE Melephl 171a3
3allYOHOK Ipocelt... KpHK 3acTpsi rae-To B ropiie, U Hapy:Ky BBILLIEJ JUIIb €J1€ CJBIIIHBIA CUII.

Tpycuilika He MOT HU TOLIEBEIUTHCS, HU O YEM-JIMOO0 IyMaTh, a TOJbKO HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPE
Ha MpUOIKaoIIMecs B TEMHOTE IJ1asa. . .

OH He cpasy MOHsUI, YTO €My UTO-TO TOBOPSIT, IOTOMY KaK C OrPOMHBIM OOJIerYeHUEM HaKOHEIT
paccMoTpe TOro, KTo BbUIE3 U3 TMBI. DTO ObLT Bcero Juib &x! OH ycTaslo CHsUI C IjIe4a KOTOMKY
U, TIOJIO)KKB CBOM Y3JIOBAThId IOCOX HA 3€MJIIO, ITPUCEIT PSIBIIIKOM.

VY Tpycuiiku aaxe BbICTYNWIM CI€3bl HAa m1azax. OH XOTell cKa3arh, YTO CHAPYKHU €ro MIIyT
XMIIHUKH, HO BCEro JHIIb Oe33BYYHO OTKPHIBAI M 3aKpPHIBAT POT. Esk MpUIOKMNI majen K rydam,
Mpu3bIBas K MOTYaHMIO, U Tpycuilka, NpUCTyIIABIINCh, TIOHSII, YTO HABEPXY IMPOUCXOIUIIO YTO-TO
COBCEM HEOXHJAHHOE.

— Kro noiiman — toro u 1o6pya! — HagpeIBAIUCH COOAKH, SIBHO C KEM-TO CIOPSI.

— 3pech Most 3eMJisl! — B OTBET MOCIbIIIAJICS TAaKOW MEJIBEKUI PEB, UTO B MELIEpe MOChINaIach
3emuist. — U Best 1o6Obya Bo3sie Kpenoctu mpuHaiexut Mae !

[Toxoxe, nosiBriics cam xo3siuH Kpenocru. Tpycuika gaxe He npeanosarai, yto B Kpenoctu
KTO-TO €IlIE KUBET. Paznanuck BOIUIM, pEB YCWIIWJICS, U MIOCHINIAIMCH 3BYKH YIApOB — HAYQJIaCh JpaKa.
3ail4YOHOK CHJIeJT, TPUKABIIKCH K CTEHE TMEIIephl, U MOIIAAbIBAI HA €XHKa, CUIEBIIETO psIoM. XOTs
XUIIHUKY OUITMCh COBCEM PSIZIOM, MBIC/Ib, YTO OH HE OJJIH B TEMHOTE I'POTa, JaBajia OIIyIIeHUe HEKO-
TOPOTrO CIIOKONCTBUSI.

«MHTEpecHO, — MOJYyMasIoCh BHE3AITHO 3aTYOHKY, — & UTO B 9TOM yKACHOU Ieliepe aeaer €x 7»

BouHcTBeHHBIE KPUKM COOaK CHAPYKU OBICTPO TMEpeNuId B KaJIOOHOE CKYJIeHHe, W, HaKOHell,
BOBce CTUXJIM. TpycHIlKa NeperssHy/cs C eXoM. B Tom, KTo Belien nodeguresieM B MOOOUIIE,
COMHEHHUH Y HErO He BO3HHUKJIO, OJJHAKO CTAJIO CTPAILHO, YTO X031H Kpernoctu HaYHET UcKaTh BTO-
POro 3aifuoHKa, TO €CTh €r0.

Crapasich He UIyMeTb, 3alYOHOK U €X YyTKO MPHUCITYIIMBAINCh KO BCEMY, UTO IPOUCXOIUIIO
HaBepxy. MezBenp HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs XOOAWI, TSKeJO cTynas U Kpaxra. Ho u nocie toro, kak Bcé
CTUXJIO, OHH eIlE JOJTO CUAIENH, OOSICh JTaKe TOIEeBeIUThCs. Me/iBe/ib BIIOJTHE MOT YCTPOUTH 3acajly
y BBIXOJA.

Tpycuilka XoTes1 CIpOCUTh, YTO OHU Tereph OyayT AenaTh, HO W3-3a TOTO, YTO COBCEM Iepe-
COXJIO BO PTY, TOJIBKO 3aKANUIANCA. FXK y4acTIMBo MOKayas rofoBoii ¥ I0CTal U3 KOTOMKH Oy THUIOU-
HYIO THIKBY. Bona! 3aiiuoHOK BHITAIIMII TPOOKY U Ka/IHO TIPUIIAJ K TOPIIOBUHE BBIIOIOIEHHON THIKBBI.

ToJbKO BHITUB OOJIBIIIE TIOJIOBUHBI, OH OTIOMHUJICSI U BAHOBATO BEPHYII cocy exy. Tot caenan
napy IJIOTKOB M CHOBA MPOTSIHYJ THIKBY.

— JlonuBaii, TMIIHSS TSKECTh HAM ceivac OyJeT TOIbKO MellaTh.

Ek, 3aXBaTUB TONBLKO TIOCOX, MPOKPAJICA K BHIXOIY U3 HEIIEPhl K OCTOPOKHO BHIOPANICH HAPYKY.
Tpycuiika B cTpaxe ocraics ero k/J1arb. B TeMHOTE 1 OTMHOUECTBE Hayasla HAKAThIBaTh BOJIHA yKaca,
U, Ka3aJ10Ch, MPOIIUIA 1IeJ1asi BEUHOCTb. . .
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Koraa B monzemesibe 4To-TO BHE3AIMHO MPOCYHYJIOCh, 3alIUOHOK OT CTpaxa efiBa He OpoCcHJICs
HAyTEK, HO BOBPEMsl pas3IJisijiell, 4To 3TO EX.

— Xecrokas Obuta paka, — ckasas OH, ciyckasch. — CoOaku, a cyas 1o ciegam, 3T0 ObUTr
Co0aKH, MOCTYNHUIM OMPOMETYHMBO, HAUaB CIIOPUTH ¢ X03siMHOM KpernocTtu. Yiienen TonbKo TOT, KTO
BOBPEM$I JIOraiaJiCsl YHECTH HOTH. . .

— Tam moru6 Mo Apyr, 3al9OHOK [IJTMHHOHOT . . .

— BosMoxHo, OH ycnien yoekarh, — IOMOJTUaB, HE OUYeHb YBEPEHHO CKazal &X, — IMOKa COOAKU
JPATUCh C MEJBEIEM. ..

3ailYOHOK XOTeJ CKa3aTh, YTO JJIMHHOHOra NoMMaJIv ropa3io paHblle, YeM MOSIBUIICS MEJIBE/Ib,
HO HE CMOT, a TOJIBKO 3arjiakail. Tenepb OH ocTaics COBCEM OfIMH B UyKOM M CTPAIIHOM Y3KacHOJEChE,
na eme Bo3ne camoit Yépnoit Kpenocru. ..

I'moTHYB BOIBI U3 NPOTSAHYTOM EKMKOM THIKBBI, TPYCHILIKA CLIPOCKIT:

— A B Kpenoctu pasBe BCE eIlI€ KTO-TO KUBET?

— Iocne Ttoro, kak BpaTcTBO pazdexanock, 3aech ocTajics KuTb measedb ToicTyH. Thi
He U3 3Toro Jieca?

Tpycuiika, BCXJIMITHYB, KUBHYIL.

— 41 Toxe ToNbKO BUepa MpUOBLT B 3TOT Jiec. MeHs 30ByT Komouas ['onosa.

— A mens — Tpycunika.

Esx 6epeskHO yOpas MycTylo THIKBY B KOTOMKY M 3aKHHYJI €€ Ha TIIedo.

— Wném, Tpycuika.

BhIX0OmUTh OBUIO CTPAIIHO, HO OCTaBAThCA 37IECh OJHOMY OBLIO el cTpamliHee. Fxk mepBbM
BBILIEJ U3 MEIIepbl. 3a HUM, CTapasich HE OTCTaBaTh Jake Ha Ilar, MocHelmI 3ailuoHok. CHapyxu
B HO3/IpU Cpa3y K€ yAApWJ TaKOW CHIIbHBIN 3arax CBEXeW KpOBW, YTO Y TpyCHILIKM 3aKpyKujiach
roJIOBa, U €r0 BBIPBAJIO.

OH 4yTh He ymnaji, HO MOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO €XKMK CXBATWJI €ro MOJ PYKU U IMOBEN MOJAJIbIIE
OT MecTa Jpaku. Yepe3 [IecATOK I1aroB B rOJIOBE HAKOHEI] MPOSICHWIOCh, U Tpycullka cMor uatu
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO.

OHM OCTOPOKHO CIYCTWJIMCh K PEKe M HAIpPaBUIIMCh, CKPBIBASICh B TPUOPEKHBIX 3apOCIIsX,
BBEPX 110 TeYeHMIo. F3K Iaraj cTeneHHo U HOCTOSHHO TONIOBOM 110 CTOPOHAM He KPYTHI, KaK 3asll.
ChHavana Tpycumika gepikaics Kak MOXHO OJMke K CBOEMY CITyTHHKY, Jake Mapy pa3 yKOJIOJCS
00 ero komoukn. Korma Kpenocts ckpbuiack 3a JepeBbsiMy, y 3aliYOHKA OTJIETJIO OT Cepaia.
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I'1aBa 3. Xo3sauH

Bapcyk nogHsics, no 0OBIKHOBEHMIO, OUYeHb paHo. [IpUBBIYHO MOLIAPUB B KPOMEIIHOM ThMe
MIOZI3EMETIbsI, OH BBICEK KPEMHEM HMCKPY M 3akKEr IUIOLIKY C PacTOILIEHHBIM kHpoM. CBeT o3apuil
MaJIEHbKYIO KAMOPKY OapCyKa, BHIPBITYIO HA OIHOM M3 CAMBIX HIJKHUX YPOBHEW MHOTOSIPYCHOM HOpBI.
JlexaHKOM eMy CITyXK1JIa HUIIIA B CTeHe, yOpaHHast Cyxou TpaBoy 1 007137101 3as14bell IIKYPOH, a CTO-
JIOM — HACBIIIb U3 IJIMHACTOU MTOYBBI PALOM.

Bapcyk noanosicas cBolo XOJMIIOBYIO TYHUKY BEPEBKOW M HALIETIMJI HA T171e40 TOPOY, BUCEBILYIO
Ha CTEHE y CTOJIa, 3aTEM, BCTAB Ha LIBIIIOYKHY, OH CHSUI C HATAHYTBIX I10J] TOTOJIKOM BEPEBOK CBOM 3aB-
TpaK: BBICYIIEHHOTO KyKa 1 00pyOOK KOpeHbsi. KOpeIok oH O4MCTHIT OT KECTKOM KOXKYPBL, a Y KyKa
BBIJIpaJT HAJK pbUTbsl. CHavyasa 6apcyk akKypaTHO yopasi 00pa30BaBIIHUIACS MycCOp B KOTOMKY M TOJIBKO
T10CJIe, YCEBIIMCh, IPUCTYNUI K Tparne3e. OH ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM YMsUI XPYCTALIEE HACEKOMOE C COY-
HBIM KOPEILKOM U 3alliJl BOAOU U3 YalllKK Ha CTOJIE.

[MonpaBuB TOpOy M B35IB B PyKH IUIOIIKY, OAPCYK BBILIET U3 KAMOPKH M TIIATEIBHO IMPUKPbLT
3a co0oii 1Bepb. B mpocTopHOE moji3emMeribe ¢ BHICOKMM CBOZOM, B KOTOPOM OH OKAa3aJICS], BHIXOAMIIN
€IE ATh TyHHesen. [1epBbiil Tpoxoz, camblil HIMPOKUM, BENI HAJIEBO BBEPX, K *KUJIBIM HOpaM M IJ1aB-
HOMY BbIxony. Crenylomui poxoq, BEN NpsAMO, K KJIaJOBBIM. TpeTtuit mpoxop BEN HalpaBO BHU3,
Ha CaMblil HUJKHUM YPOBEHb — K CTOYHBIM TyHHEJISIM. UeTBEPTHIi, CaMblil y3KUid, BE HAIIPABO U ObLT
€IlI€ BBIPHIT HE A0 KOHLA. [1AThIi BEN Ha3al, K OMHOMY U3 YEPHBIX XOIOB.

Ocgemas cede gopory, 6apcyk HETOPOIUIMBO HAIpaBUJICA BO BTOPOHM TyHHeNb. TUIIMHY NOJ-
3eMellbsl HapylIaJu TOJBKO €ro IIaru Ja MOTPECKUBaHKE ropsAuiero xkupa. Kinagosele, roe xpanarcs
3amackl, — CepALe JI000ro KUIMIA, M 6apCyK 0COOSHHO OO 3TO MecTo. B3sB n3 cnenmansHon
HUILY B CTEHE ITUIETEHYIO KOP3UHY VISl ChECTHBIX IPUIIACOB, OH ABUHYJICA AAJIbIIE.

[Tnsnrynmit oT XoabOBl OTOHEK B TUIOIIKE 03apyl TIEPBYIO CKJIAJICKYIO IBEPb. 3a Hell HaXO/u-
JIOCh X paHWJIMIIIE JJIs 3aCYILIEHHBIX TPaB, 3epHa, OpexoB U IrpudoB. Ceituac, mpas/ia, B CaMOM Havase
JleTa, OHO TIOYTH ITyCTOBAJIO. 3a BTOPOM JIBEPbI0 XPAHWJINUCh BCSKHME KOPEHbsI, KIIYOHU U CyIIEHbIE
Kyku. OONMM3HYBIIKCH, OApCYK MPOIIEN JTaJIbIIe M OCTAHOBMIICS TOJIBKO y TPETHETo CKJIaa.

OTKpBIB 1BEpPb, OH CTYNWI BHYTpb. B HO31IpH cpasy ke ygapwil Kpenkui 3amax, a IUIOHIKa
OCBETWJIA pa3BEIIaHHBIC HA JIEPEBSHHBIX KPIOUbsX KYCKM KOIUEHOIO U BsAjeHOro msca. Ilepenena,
rIIyXapH, 3ai9aTiHa, OJIeHWHA — BCETO M He nepeurcnThb. OO0 0Tpe3 KOPOTKOro OpeBHa C BhIEM-
KOW 1Sl pyOKM Msica B CepeArHe KOMHAThI, 0apCyK HETOPOIUIMBO IPOILECS BOJb CTEH U BHIOpA
KOIMTYEHOTO JpO37a, KOTOPOTo MOJIOKUI B KOP3UHY.

Brliins v 3aKpbIB 32 cOOOH ABEPb, OapCyK 00NEr4Y€HHO BIOXHY.I IPUSATHBIN 3arax MoA3eMebsl.
OH He eJ1 Msica ¥ HeJIOMOOIMBAIT €T0 TSHKEBIA apoMaT. YIIIyonsThes IyOXke B CKIIAACKON TYHHEIb
Oapcyk He MpeArosaral: OH yxe B3l TO, 32 yeM NpHilein. OIHAKO ero BHUMaHKE BJPYT NPUBJIEKJIO
KaKOe-TO CBETIOE IIATHO Ha NOJy mon3eMenbsa. bapcyk Bcerga cam ciaeams 3a YACTOTOM B HOPE,
Y HUKAKOTr'0 Mycopa 3/eCh ObITh HE MOIJIO.

Bapcyk marayn1 B Ty CTOPOHY M HAaKJIOHWJICS, YTOOBI paccMoTpeTh noommke. Haxonka okaza-
JIaCh KJIOKOM CBETJIO-CEpOM IIEPCTU. Ybel-TO MOCTOPOHHEN 1epcT. bapcyk Haxmypuiics: Xo3auHy
9T0 He noHpaBuTcA. OH B3I KJIOK B PyKy M IpuHIOXaJcs. Hukakoro 4yxoro 3amaxa, 4ro BecbMa
crpanHO. Ho miepcTh onpenenéHHo Hy ero 1 He XO03MHa.

OzaaueHHbIN 6apcyk yOpas TAMHCTBEHHYIO HaXOKY B TOPOY U, OHSB CBETUJIbHUK OBBILIE,
ABUHYJICS B TIIyOb KJIaOBOro TyHHeNs. OT YeTBEPTOH ABEpU TSHYJIO XOJIOAOM — 32 Hei, B KOM-
HaTe, TIOJIHOW CHera, XpaHWJIOCh CBeXee MsIco. XO35MH JIOBUJI TOJIBKO OTMEHHYI0 noObay. [1paBna,
B [IOCJIEAHUIA Pa3 OH MPUTAILIJII 3a4eM-TO CTaporo pssourka. Cam OH Bpsifl JIM CTAaHET €CTh TAKOE JKECT-
Koe MsAco. Bpouem, Xo3sauHy BUAHEE.

Bapcyk npomén Mumo 1 okazajcs B caMOM KOHIIE ITPOXOAQ, II€ CBET ynaj Ha MATYIO IBEpb.
Tam pacnionarazicsi camblil O0OJIBIION OTHOPOK B 3TOM TyHHeJIe: OapCyK caM BBIPBLI €ro elE BECHOM
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1o Haka3zy Xo3suHa. Ho ¢ Tex nop Xo3siMH CTpOro-HacTporo 3anpeTuil eMy Jaxe IMOJXOAUTb K 3TOW
aBepH, U OapCyK He 3HaJ, YTO TaM BHYTPH.

Bapcyk nocrostn HemHoro, npuciymuBasice. OH Bcerga Tak Jesiajl, Korja eMy JI0BOIMJIOCH
noxoauTh ciofa. [lopoil emy ciiplannch 3a 3alIPeTHOM IBEPHIO LIOPOXH, a OIMH Pa3 Jaxe TUXHE
cronbl. Kak OyaTo Tam ObLT KTO-TO KUBOM. .. TaM MOIJIO OBITh BCE, UYTO YTOJHO, HO TOJBKO HE KJIa-
JoBasl.

B 30T pas Bcé 6pu10 THXO0. OTHAKO OIIYIIIEHHE HEMOHATHOTO OeCMOKOMCTBA He TIOKUAJIO Oap-
cyka. [ToTonraBimce, OH yxe coOupascs yXOIUTh, Kak BAPYT C YKacOM 3aMETHJI, YTO TAMHCTBEHHAS
ABEpb 4yTh MPUOTKPHITA. OH OOSJICS HE CTONBKO TOTO, YTO OBUIO 34 JBEPHIO, CKOJIBKO HAKA3aHMUS.
Benp Xo0341H MOr 1ogymMarh, YTO 3TO OH OTKPBUI ABEPb, K KOTOPOH 3alpelleHo 1axke MpruKacarhes!

Bapcyk, noTsaHyBIIKCH, TOJKHYJ JBEPh KOP3WHOM, KOTOPYIO JepXkal B pyKax, U OTCTYIMJI
Hazal. B31oXHYB, OH pe3Ko pa3BepHYJICS U, YyTh ObLIO HE MOracHB CBETHJIBHUK, 3aIliaraj 0OpaTHO
0 CKJIAJICKOMY TYHHENIO. B rofioBy Jie3nu BCSIKME MBICTU 00 OTKPBITON JBEPU U KJIOUKE IIEPCTH,
HO 6apCyK yMpsMO HA UX MPOYb. DIaK MOKHO M 3aBTPakK MOJATh C OMO3AaHNEM !

BriOpaBimch n3 xpaHwiuina, 6apcyk CBEpHYJ B MPOXOJ, BEIIIMN HaBEpX, M TOJBKO 3IECh,
MOIHUMASCh 110 CTYIIEHSAM U3 KaMHeH, cymen ypeauTs mar. [loqHsaBImmce no JecTHULE, OH OTKPbUI
JBEPb U OKa3ajcs B IIMPOKOM U BBICOKOM IVIABHOM TYHHEJIE C BHIPOBHEHHBIMM CTEHAMU, AEPEBSH-
HBIMU TIOANOPKAMH 1 BBIMOILIEHHBIM KaMHSIMU NIOJIOM. 3/IECh pacIoarajiuch C JIEBOM CTOPOHBI KyXHs
Y JIPOBHUK, a C IIPaBOM — rOCTUHAS M XO3SIHICKasi CIAJIbHS.

Bapcyk cpasy ke HarpaBuiICs Ha KyXHIO, KOTOpast TPeCTaBIsIa COOOM OOJBINON KBapaTHBIN
OTHOPOK, YCTPOEHHBIN C TAKMUM YJOOCTBOM, KAaKOToO eIlé He JOBOAWIOCh BHJETh y KOro Obl TO HU
6b110. [TouTH Bce HOBOBBEEHUS MIPUIYMAaJT caM XO3sIMH — YK YMa-TO eMy He 3aHUMaTb.

B creHHbIX HUIIAX, CIYXUBIIUX IMOJKAMH, BBICTPOEHA BCsSUYecKas MOCyda M3 OOOXKEHHOM
rHBL. Ha 1epeBsSHHBIX KPIOYbsX BUCENU CYLIEHBIE TPaBbl U CHELUH JJIsl TOTOBKU. Bronb mpaBoii
CTEHBI JIeXKaJa Ha HaCchIlK OoJbInast AyOoBast KOJIOA C BHIEMKOU C BEpXHEN CTOPOHBI [IsI pE3KHU U pa3-
JEJIKU.

B cTene, mpoTHBOMONIOKHOM 1BEpH, ObLIT BBUIOXKEH M3 KAMHEN OOJIBIIION ovar co CrelraabHbIM
MECTOM [T OOJIBINIOTO IIMHSHOTO KOT/Ia. [ TaBHOE IOCTOMHCTBO OvYara COCTOSUIO B TOM, UTO CIElH-
QJIBHO JIJTS1 AbIMA OBbLTT TIPOPBIT BBEPX Y3KHMI TOHHENb — AbIMOXoA. CHapyXu OH ObUT JOCTPOEH TpY-
001 U3 KaMHel, YTOOBI €r0 He 3aChINajio TPA3bI0 U CHErOM. B HHUIIIe psAIOM ¢ oyarom pacrosiarajiach
HeOOJbINas CTOIKA JAPOB. Y JIEBOU CTEHBI JIeKaJo emé OfHa KOJIoa, CIyKUBINAs CTOJIOM, U CTOsIIa
O04Ka ¢ BOIOMU, BBIIOIOIEHHAS U3 TIeJIbHOTO KYCKa JiepeBa.

BssiB Tapenky u vaIiky ¢ BOAoi, 6apcyk 100aBUII BCE 3TO B KOP3UHY U OTIPABUJICS B TOCTUHYIO.
Kortu Ha Horax HeNpusTHO CKpeOnu 1mo KaMHsIM. Bapcyk He JIioOUsT BBIMOIIIEHHBIE TOJIbI, OHAKO
XO035MH TpeAnovnTaT IMEHHO Takue. OCTOPOXKHO OTKPBIB ABEPb, OAPCYK THXO, MOYTH KPaLyUHCh,
CTYyNWJ B MPOCTOPHYI0 KOMHATy. Bo3MokHO, X035MH €Il€ He ycnes BEPHYThCS C HOUHOM OXOTHI,
HO IIIyMETb BCE PaBHO HE CTOUJIO.

CTeHbl TOCTUHOM OBUTH CIUIOIIb 33/IparMpoOBaHbl CAMBIMUA KPACUBBIMU IIKYpaMHU MHOTOYHC-
JIEHHBIX )KUBOTHBIX — OOBIYEl X03s1MHA. B 1IeHTpe KOMHATBI BO3BBIIIAJICS CTOJ M3 TIOJIOBUHBI OpeBHA
Ha JIByX BaJIyHax, psOM pacrojiarajiach HOKPBITAs LIKYPOW N30THYTAsl KOPATa, CyKUBILIASI KPECIIOM.

Bapcyk mocraBmi Ha CTON Tapesiky C KOMUEHBIM JPO3[0M, Yallly C BOHOH, 3aTeM 3axker
OT OrOHbKA CBOEH IUIOIIKY [IBE )KUPOBBIE CBEYU B IVIMHSAHBIX MOJCBEYHMKAX, CTOSBIIUX HA CTOJE.
KputnuHo ornsges pe3ynbTaTsl CBOMX TPYIOB U OCTaBILIMCh BIIOJHE J0BOJIBHBIM, OH MOTYILIWII CBOW
CBETWJIbHUK U MOBEPHYJICS K ABEPH, BEAYILEH U3 TOCTUHOW B CNIAJIBHIO.

— Kymarp nopano, Xo3siMH, — HErpOMKO OOBSIBUJI OH M TIPUCITYILAJICS].

N3 cocenHelt KOMHATBI TIOCTBIINIANCS IIOPOX: 3HAYUT, XO35IMH Ha MecTe. bapcyk noxniancs,
KOIZ1a OTKPOETCs ABEPb U3 CMaJIbHU, U MONPUBETCTBOBAJ C MOKJIOHOM CBOETO €AMHCTBEHHOI'O Jpyra:

— JTo6poe yTpo, Xo3suH.

— Ilpuser, [loatupa, — ¢ TOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETWJI TOT, HETOPOIUIMBO BXO/sl B TOCTUHYIO.
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XO035MH, JIUC OTHEHHO-PBIKEr0 OKpaca, B HOBOM MATHUCTOM IUIallle M XOJIIOBOM TYHHKE
C KOKaHbIM T0SICOM, HE MOT' HE BbI3bIBaTh BOCXMIIIEHUS KaK CBOEW BHEITHOCTHIO, TAK U TaJJAHTAMH.
CnaBa 00 ero yme M XUTPOCTU XOAWJIA TIO BCEMy Jiecy, HABOIS yKac Ha BCIO MEJKYIO KUBHOCTb.
Opnesx 1y eMy TOJIBKO Ha JTHSIX CIpaBUiI OApCyK U3 IIKYP OJICHST — MOCTIEAHEeH KPYITHOM TOObIYH, KOTO-
poil Jmc oveHb ropawics. bapcyky eme He JOBOAMIIOCH CIIBIIIATh, YTO KAKOW-HUOYIb JPYTrOW JIUC
(kpome YepHOOypa, pazyMeeTcs) CMOT MoMMath oieHsl. Bapcyk o4eHb ropAnIICs CBOMM JIPYTOM.

XUIIHKK yCcelicsi B Kpecio, U 6apCyK CIpOCHIT:

— Kakue OynyT ykazanus Ha cerogHsi, Xo3suH?

Jlvic moOuI1, Koraa ero Ha3bIBIM XO35IMHOM, 1 0apCyK CTapaics Kak MOXKHO Jalie oOpararbcs
K CBOEMY Jpyry TaKkuM oOpa3om, 4yToObl TOMY ObLIO MPHUATHO. JIMC gocTan u3-3a mosica KOCTSHOW
HOX U, JIOBKO OpY/ysl M, TIPUHSUICS pa3/iesibiBaTh KOMUEHOTO Apo3/a. bapcyk TeprnenvBo Kaa.

— CerojiHsi HAKOHEII-TO JAOJIKEH MoioruTH Bernblit. — X0351MH B3sU1 B PyKH NTUYbI0 HOXKKY U BOH-
3u1 B He€ 3yObl. C BUIMMBIM HaCTaXJEHUEM pa3keBaB KYCOK, OH MPOIOKWI. — B HOpy ero Hu
B KOEM Clly4ae He IycKaTh! DTOT cTapblil Opoasra cpa3y e HaTacKaeT Clofa I'ps3H U OMyCTOIIUT Bce
kyanoBsie. KoHeuHo ke, OH OyleT BOBCIO MOMPOIIAHNYATh, HO, YTO Obl OH HU MPOCKJI, BBIHOCH €My
TOJIBKO KYBILIMH C BOJOM.

Bcé€ 310 6apcyk U Tak mpeKpacHoO 3HaL. BOJK yske pUXOIuI 1Mo MpockOe JIMca OCEHBIO, YTOObI
CKOJIOTHTH U TIOCTABUTh KPEMKYIO0 BXOTHYIO 1BEPb.

— SdcHo, Xozaud. Yto rotoBUTH cerogds Ha 0oen?

Jluc, ¢ HaBUTBIM PTOM, SIPOCTHO TTOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM.

— Huxkaxoro obena! — pazxkeBaB Msico, MOSICHII OH. — Hy’KHO co3/1aTh BrieyaTsieHue, 4To y Hac
TYIrOBarTo C €J0M.

— Xopoio, X0311H, — KUBHYJI C TOHUMAIOIIVM BUIOM OapCyK.

Bosk, yuysiB checTHOE, HaBepHSIKa HaIIPOCUTCS Ha 00e].

— Jlymato, ¢ paGoTO¥H OH yIpaBsTCs THS 32 /1B, — IPOAOIKIII JIUC, MAXHYB KOITYEHBIM K PBUIBIIII-
KoM B Bo3ayxe. — Tbl, [lonTrpa, mpopoers mpoxos 10 KOHIIA TOJIBKO 1ocie ero yxona. He panbiie!

— Xopouo, X035uH.

JIuc 3aKMHYN B POT KOCTOUKY M C XPYCTOM PasrphI3 e€.

— ¥V MeHs TyT nosiBuIach oiHa 33ayMKa. UToObl mo3BaTh TeOsl, MPUXOAUTCS OpaTh Ha BCIO HOPY,
Y MHE 3TO He OYeHb HPAaBUTCSI.

— Ha, Xo34uH. — bapcyk OTJIMYHO 3HaJ, I HYKHO MOJIAKUBATh.

— OT rocTvHOM K TBOEW KOMHATe HY’)KHO MPOTSHYTh BEPEBKY U MPUBA3ATh K €€ KOHIY KOJO-
TymKy. CTOUT MHE MOTSIHYTh 32 KOHEll BEpEBKH, KaK MOAHUMETCS LITyM, U Thl TOUMEIIb, YTO 51 TeOs
30BY.

Bapcyk nopasusicst, HACKOJIBKO MPOCTOM U 3aMeYaTeIbHbI MEXaHU3M MTPUIyMAa JIUC.

— OtmmuHas unesi, Xo3suH! — HICKpeHHE BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— INonymaii, Kak Jydiie MpOTSHYTh BEPEBKY MEkK1y KOMHATAMH, — JIUC JOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYIICS
Y, 3aKaHYMBAasl 3aBTPAK, OOJMM3HYT Najblbl. — Kak 3aBepmvib paboThl HAJl 3aTOHOM, BO3BMEIILCS
34 CUTHAJIBHYIO BEPEBKY.

— Xoportio, Xo3s1H! — OTBETHII OAPCYK, a caM B YMe yXke IJITAHUPOBAJL, Kak ObIicTpee U yIoOHee
BBITIOJTHUTH HOBOE 3aJ1aHUE.

Jluc mopHsCs U3-3a CTONA U TOTSHYJICS.

— 51 Gymy BHU3Y, — CKa3aJl OH U, 3aXBAaTHB OJMH U3 MOACBEYHNKOB, BHIIIIET U3 TOCTUHOM.

IT0 03HAYaAJ0, YTO XO35MH HAIPABJISUICS B Ty CaMyl0 TAMHCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY BO3Jie KJIao0-
BbIX. Bapcyk 3aKEr CBOIO IJIOMIKY C )KUPOM U OTYILIIT OCTABIIYIOCs cBedy. CII0KHB IPS3HYIO ITOCY/Ty
CO CTOJIa B KOP3HHY, OOTJIOIaHHBIE KOCTOUYKH — B TOPOY, OH 3aTeM MPOIIEN B cniaibHIO. CriaibHs XUIIl-
HUKa, 33/1paliipoBaHHast MIKypaMHU TakK ke, KakK ¥ TOCTUHasl, OblIa BABOE MEHbIIIE U TOPa30 YIOTHEe.
CBEeTWIbHMK OCBETHJI y OJHOW CTEHbI OOIIMPHYIO JIEXKAHKY, KPBITYI0 Pa3HOOOPA3HBIMH IIKYpPaMH,
a 'y Jpyrou — HeOOJBILION OYar, KOTOPbI OAPCYK pacTaruiviBasl 3MMOU B CHJIbHBIE MOPO3BI.
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Bapcyk 3a0past ¢ OpeBHa, CITyKMBIIETO CTOJIMKOM, YallKy C BOJIOW M OTIPABUJICS Ha KYXHIO.
[To ycrosiBIIElCS TPUBBIUKE €MY MIPEACTOSIO NEPEMBITH ITOCYAY M MOAMECTH HOPY... XO351H, BHE-
3aITHO BBHICKOYMBIIMIN U3 TyHHEJSI, BEAYIIET0 HAa HUKHUIA YPOBEHb, U3PSAHO HAIyran Oapcyka.

— Tol uro-HUOYIB BUIET 3TUM YyTpoMm, [loaTrpa? — ¢ X0my HaOPOCHIICS HA HETO JIKC.

— Her, Xo3siuH. — bapcyk aaxe He MOHsI, O YEM peub, U CTOSI, IIPUkKaB K TPy KOP3UHY.

— IlocBetu MHe, — IpUKa3al JIUC U CYHYJ EMY B PyKH ITOJCBEYHUK.

Bapcyk, OpocuB IUIOIIKY, KOTOPYIO €JIe yCIeN MOTYIIUTb, ¥ KOP3UHY MPSIMO Ha MO HOPHI,
TMOCTIEIIMIT Belieq] 32 XO3SUHOM. 3aro3/aJ10 PUIILIA MBICIb 00 OTKPBITOM 3aripeTHOM ABepH. JIuc ciy-
CTHJICS] HA YPOBEHb HIKE M HAYaJI MSIIb 32 TSJbI0 OCMaTPUBATh IIEHTPAILHOE MOA3EMEIbE, KaK OyATO
4TO-TO MIIa. Bapcyk, maras psioM ¢ ropsiiei cBe4ol B OMHOM pyKe, HalllyTa Ipyroi B CBoe Topoe
3JIONOJTYYHBIN KJIOK Hiepctu. HaBepHoe, cromno pacckaszars X03MHY PO YTPEHHIO HAXOIKY. ..

— Moxer, Tbl 4TO-HUOY/Ib CIIBIIIAT STOH HOUBIO?

— Her, Xozsana. Houblo ObII0 BCE THXO.

Jluc sIBHO OYeHb 37MJICS, XOTs M CTapaJicsl He mojpaBarh Buay. Ho Gapcyk CIMIIIKOM XOpOIIIO
3HaJ XO351HA.

O6oiias noazemerbe TP pasa, JIMC HAKOHEI] IBUHYJICS B TYHHEJ b, BEIYIIIMI Ha CAMBIN HHKHUI
ypOBeHb. B 3TOM y3kOM IIpoxo/ie MPUXOIMIOCh UITH T'YCHKOM, M OapCyK, CTapasiCh OCBETUTD JIOPOTY
XO0351HYy, Napy pa3 4yTh HE NOANAINI €ro IJIall.

Bckope nocibImanoch TUX0e Ky pyaHue BOIbI, U CTEHbI pa3/1ajiich B CTOPOHBI, 00pa3yst HeOOIIb-
1I0i TpOT HUXKHEro ypoBHs. [Io kaMeHHOMY JIOKY MpoTeKasl MOA3eMHbII pyueil. B BepxHeil yactu
k€moda, B OOJBINON YaIle, cCOOUPaIoch HEOOJBINOE 03epIlO /ISl MUTHEBOM BOJIBI, & HUKHSIS YacThb
UCTIONb30BAJIOCh KaK OTXOXEE MECTO.

IT1OT Mpoxon 6apcyK BBHIPHUI COBCEM HEJABHO IO HACTOSHUIO JIMCA, KOTOPBI XOTEN, YTOObI
B HOpe Bcer/a Obuia cBexkast Boga. YJ0O0HO, KOHEUHO, HabMpaTh BOJY, HE BBIXOJs U3 HOPHI, HO Oap-
CYK, OIJISIABIBAST ChIPOE TMOA3EMENbe C HU3KUM CBOJIOM, JIMIIb HEOAOOPUTETHHO TMOKayal TOJIOBOM.
Crapas Gapcyubsi OrOBOpKa I71acijia: Bojia B HOpe Beeraa K Oene. Boya — mepBbiil Bpar MoA3eMHBIX
OOHTAITHIIL.

Bapcyk, HaxMypUBIIKCh, 0OOpBaJI KPaMOJIbHbIE MBICIM PO CBOEro Apyra. XO3siMH OYeHb
XUTEP U YMEH, U BCE, UTO OH MPHUIYMBIBAJI, ObLIO Oe3ynpeuHo. Ecii qaxe 10 Hero HUKTO U HUKOTAA
3TOro He JeJial.

Jlvic oborién noazemesibe, crapaTeIbHO IPUHIOXUBASIC.

— T uTO-HUOYAB uyenb, [logTupa?

Bapcyk, npekpacHo 3Hasi, 4TO TATaTbCsl C TAKUM OTJIMUHBIM CJIEIONBITOM, KakK JIMC, EMY HE CTO-
WJIO U TIBITAThCs, BCE ke ITTyOOKO BTSIHYJI BIQJKHBINA BO3IYX.

— Her, Xo35ivH, — HUYEro He y4ysiB, YECTHO OTBETHUJI OH.

JIvc nmonomeén K OTBEpCTUIO, Yyepe3 KOTOpoe BOJa yTeKala U3 HOPBI, U A0JI'0O BCMAaTPUBAJICS
BHYTpb. Bapcyk marunyn nooimxe co CBETHIIBHUKOM, HO, TIOXOKe, HIUTO HEe MOIJIO Pa3orHaTh Kpo-
MEIIIHYI0 TEMHOTY Y3KOTO CTOYHOTO TYHHEJISI.

— Kak nymaerniib, MOXHO BBICKOJIB3HYTb U3 HOPBI Yepe3 3Ty JbIpy?

Bapcyk nocrapascsi CKpbITh CBOE yauBiieHHe. PaHbilie HM 0 Y€M MOIO0OHOM JIMC HE CIIpalliv-
Bal...

— Bpaa i, Xo3auH.

XWIIHKK, KUBHYII, CJIOBHO €r0 OTBET COBMAAAJ ¢ COOCTBEHHBIMHU MBICIISIMU.

— Ho kT0-TO OUeHb MajieHbKHIA CMOT ObI TIPOJIE3Th, — MOAYMaB, JOOABHII OapCyK M IOYyBCTBO-
BaJI, KaK JIUC BECh HANIPATCS ¥ IOMPAYHE.

Heyxemu kto-To ymyapuics coexarb ot camoro smca?! M oTKyzia 3TOT KTO-To B3siJICsS B HOpe?
Ecnu TosbKO He U3 TAMHCTBEHHON KOMHATHI. .. [IpUKMHYB, YTO HE CTOMT JIMILIHUI pa3 3/IMTh X0351Ha,
0apCyK TOCTIEIIHI TOPABUThCS:

— Ho %1BBIM HUKTO HEe CMOXET BBIOpAThCs HAPYKY, HABEPHSIKA YTOHET.
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Jlvic pa3BepHyJICS U 3aImaray mpoyb Tak OBICTPO, YTO OapCyK ejie IOTHAJ ero. XO3sMH YIIEn
K cebe, HAKa3aB HEMEIJIEHHO T03BaTh €ro, eCiy 3asBUTCS BOJK. Bapcyk e 3aHsIcs OOBIYHBIMU
XO3MCKUMU Jienamu. OH MOMBLT MOCYAY, IOAMEN MOJIbl Ha KyXHE, BBIKMHYJI MyCOp, U, XOTS OH CTa-
pajicst AymaTh TOJIBKO O paboTe, T/ie-To B INIyOWHE CO3HAHUS 3aTanIach M He KeJlayla YXOJUTh MBICIb
O TAMHCTBEHHOM OerJierie.

INoka Gapcyk youpascs B TOCTUHOM, HECKOJIBKO pa3 BHIXOIMII JIUC U3 CBOEW KOMHATHI 1 HETep-
MeJIMBO MHTEPECOBAJICS, HE MONOUIEN JIM el€ BOJK. BbUIO CIBIIIHO, KaK XUIIHUK HEPBHO XOOWJI
U3 yria B yroyi: Xo3suH He 00w kath. [T0CKONbKy IpUroToBiieHrne 00ea CeroqHsi OTMEHUIIOCh,
6apcyk MOIMEN BCce HUKHKE KOPUAOPHI, HATACKA BOJIBI M CIIOKOHO 3aHSIICS TeHEepaIbHON yOOpKOH
Ha KyXHe.

Bpewms y:xe nepeBainiio 3a NOJNJEHb, KOTZia HOPY OIVIACUJI TPOMOIVIACHBIN Op:

— Pookmia! !

VPOHMB OT HEOXWAAHHOCTH TJIMHSHYIO Yallly, KOTOpPYIO JIepXasl B pyKax, OapcyK CXBaTHI
IUIOIIKY-CBETUJIbHUK M NIOMYAJICSI B TOCTUHYIO. JIMC yXe BbllIen U3 ClajlbHU, U €r0 pacTpENaHHbIN
BUJ CBUJIETEIbCTBOBAJI, YTO KPUK TOXKE 3aCTaJl €0 BPACILIOX.

— Kaxercs, BOJIK HAKOHEII-TO SIBUJICSI, XO3IUH.

— Caplan, — npoBopyas JIuc. — 1 kAaj ero 10CTaToYHo, MyCTh TeNeph OH MOJOXKIET.

XO03511H JTIOOMIT BBIXOIUTb HABCTPEUY FOCTSIM C HETOPOILTMBOM BaXKHOCTBIO U MTPEUCTIONHEHHBIM
JOCTOMHCTBA.

— Bo3pmu noka. ...

— Pookmia!!!

HoBblil KpuK, rpoMue npexkHero, 000pBas JiMca Ha MOMYCJIOBE U 3aCTaBUJI B3IPOTHYTh OOOMX,
a ¢ oToJIKa noceinanack 3emis. [Toxoxe, BOJIK opa yxke B HOpE.

— Bosbmu mermok ! — 6pocuit X0351H U, TUTIOHYB Ha CBOE JJOCTOMHCTBO, IIOTOPOIMJICS K BBIXOLY.

Bapcyk mojHsu1 MeIoK, JieKaBIIMi y CToja, U modesxait ciefoM. OHU ycrieny BOBpeMs — Ipo-
CYHYB I'OJIOBY B ITPUOTKPHITYIO IBEPb M HAOpaB BO3/IyXa B JIETKUE, BOJIK TOTOBIJICSI KPUKHYThH €IIE pas.

— 310poBo, Peikuil! — pajoCTHO rapKHY/I OH CBOMM MOITHBIM T'OJIOCOM, YBUJIEB JIHCA.

Xo031H ¥ 0apCyK BBIILUIA HAPY)KXY M OUyTHIIMCH B 3apPOCIISIX MOXIKEBEJIBHUKA, TI0]] KOTOPBIMU
CKPBIBAJICS TJIaBHBIA BXOJ B HOpY. OrpOMHENIIMI BOJIK CepeOpUCTOro oKpaca, mpo3BaHHbIN 3a 3TO
Benbim Mensenem, pagoctHO oOHsiT jvca. CO CTOPOHBI MOTJIO MOKA3aThCs, YTO JIUC TOXE BIOJIHE
pamyIieH, oHaKo OapCyK 3HaJI, YTO TOT TEpPIETh He MOT JII0ObIe OOBATHS.

— Yro Tak nonro? — enne OypkHYJ X0351H, 3aKaThlid B OTPOMHBIX PYy4YHINAX BOJKA.

— Jla mpocnait manocts!

JIuc ¢ ynpIOKoi BEICBOOOAMIICS U3 JKEJIE3HOW XBATKM CBOETO JPyra, HO TOJILKO OapCyK 3aMeTHII,
HACKOJIBKO OH pa3zpaxkeH. bapcyk BIpyr moiimas ce0st Ha TOM, YTO HACTOJILKO XOPOIIO 3HAeT XO03s-
WHa, YTO 110 MaJIeUIIEMY KECTy U ABUKEHUIO JTMLEBOIO MYCKYJIa MOKET IPOYMTATh BCE €0 YyBCTBA
Y MBICJIH.

— A 3TO KTO TaKoi1? — CIIpOCHJI BAPYT JIKC.

Bonk obepHysics, u Bapcyk 3a ero mmpoKoi CIIMHOM, 32 KOTOPOU BHCEN K TOMY ke OOJIBbIION
JOPOXKHBII MEIIIOK, TOJIBKO celyac pas3misies €€ OHOro rocTs — Iakajia, HU3KOpPOCJIOro U TIe-
JYIIHOTO J1aXe JIJIs1 CBOEH MOPOABI.

— 3T0 MOH NOAPYYHbIN, MeIKUM 3Bath.

— 41 BuKy, — 3amMeTWI1 JIMC, CMEPUB I1aKkajia B3MIsAIoM. — [TokpyrHee HUKOro He MOT HalTh?

Bosk XOXOTHYZ M Tak XJIOMHY/ XO35IMHA MO IUIEYy, YTO TOT COTHYJICS IMOJ, TSIKENIOU PYyKOW.
Benplit Meapeap HOCHIT XOJIIIOBYIO TYHUKY C IIMPOKUM MOSICOM U3 3as1YbMX LIKYP M BUJABIIWI BU/IbI
Tiai u3 ojeHbed mKypsl. Ha makane Obuta XommoBas pyOaxa, MOANOsiCaHHAsT BEPEBKOM, U CTa-
PEHbKUI TUIAI U3 HEMOHATHO KaKoW MIKYphl. B pykax oH Aepkajl MaJIeHbKUI MEIIOK C IMOXKUTKAMU
C TaKUM BHJIOM, Oy/ITO TOT ObUT HAOMT KaMHsiMU. Cpa3y BHIHO, 4TO 00a cTapbie OpOIsATH.

— Kak noxwuBaeliis, Jpyxuiie? — CipoCHI BOJIK.
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— OxoTa HBIHYE HE Ta, — CAea IIeYaabHOEe U0 XO35AUH.

—3ro ma! — TyT ke cornacuics BoJk. — He To uro Bo Bpemena BpatctBa y mmca YepHoOypa,
a? Bot Toraa Obuta oxota Tak oxora! JIoOby cTagamu 3aroHsim!

O0a XUITHUKA XOWJIN B OJHOM CTae TOJI Ha4aJloM 3HAMEHHUTOTO Jinca. BoJK ¢ yIOBOILCTBUEM
pacckasbiBal 00 3TOM IMPH KakJOM yIOOHOM ciTydae, OHAKO XO3SIMH OTYEro-TO BCIIOMHUHATD T Bpe-
MeHa He 0co00 JIIOOWIT U HeJOBOJIFHO MOPIIMII HOC TIPY KakKJ0M YIOMUHAHUN uMeHn YepHOOypa.

— bimke Kk neiy, — npepBasl TOBapHina Juc. — MHe TyT Hy;KHO KO€-4TO IMOCTPOUTb.

Bxon B HOpy pacrnonarajicss Ha KpyTOM CKJIOHE JIECUCTOTO XOJIMa, U3PBITOro oBparamu. Bep-
IIMHY OTHOTO M3 TaKUX OBPAroB OApPCyK B KOHIIE BECHHI IO MPHUKA3y JIMCA YIIyOWJI W PACIIUPUIL.
[Monyunnace HeOOMbIIasE KBaApaTHAs TUIOMIAIKA, OTOPOKEHHAsI C TPEX CTOPOH OTBECHBIMH CKJIO-
Hamu. Tyna juc 1 1oBEn BOJIKA.

Tsxeno B3AOXHYB, IIaKaJl B3BIMJ HA IJIEUO CBOW MEIIOK M C BUJIOM MY4Y€HHUKA MOTAIIUJICS
crnenoM. «HeymuBUTEIbHO, UTO OHU IIJTM TaK JIOJTO», — TIOAyMas OapCyK M 3aCeMEHWII 32 IIaKajioM.
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I'nasa 4. Topr

Pookmit JIuc B CBOEM MATHUCTOM OfIESIHUU U3 OJIEHBHX IIKYpP, KOHEYHO, ObUT BEJIMKOJIEIEH.
BoJik 1 nvc cTosiIM B pa3pbITOil BEpIIIMHE OBpara, v MociIeAHUI MOKa3bIBaJl, YTO U IJIe HYKHO MOCTPO-
UTh. MeJIKMiA He CTaJ Ty/a CITYCKaThCsl U CTOSIT HABepXy, psioM ¢ 6apcykoM. OObsICHEHUs Jica OH
ciymian Bronyxa. Bc€ paBHO ocHOBHYIO paboTy OyneT fenath BOJIK, BOT MYCTh OH U BHUKAET B CYTh
Jena.

Menkuii, KOHEYHO, yxke ObUT HACIIBIIIIAH OT CaMOro Bojika rnpo Peikero Jlvuca u ero mouBury.
[lakan u cam ObUT HEe TPOYb OOXUTPUTH KOTO-HUOYIb. OCOOECHHO OH JIIOOWJI OTTAUYMBATH CBOE
MacTepCcTBO Ha MPOCTOBAaTOM BoJike. [IpaBaa, ecii moToM oOMaH BCIUTBIBAT HAPYXKY, €My ITOMa/IaJIo
OT TOTO k€ BOJIKA, & PyKa y Hero, HaJlo CKa3aThb, TSKENAS. ..

JII060ITBITHO OBLIO OBl TOMEPHUTHCSI XUTPOCTHIO ¢ 9TUM Phikum Jlucom. [la v cam miakas cras Obl
6oJiee MTHTEPECHBIM COOECEHUKOM JIJ1s1 JTUCA, YEM MPOCTOAYIIHBIN BOJIK, C KOTOPHIM U [IOTOBOPUTH-TO
He 0 yeM. B Meurax mrakan axe Bujes ceOsl ¥ Juca JIydIuMHy Ipy3bsmMu. .. Hy)XHO mpuBIieds k cede
BHUMaHWe JIMCa KaKUM-HUOYIb YMHBIM 3asIBJICHUEM.

— Tak nporekats xe Oyner! — Bosriac Boska npepsai pa3MmbllUieHUs iakaia. — Torma yx
Jydilie coBceM 0e3 KPbILIH JIe1aTh.

— HyxHo, 4T0oOBI BHYTPb MOMAJAJIO COJTHIIE, U BCET/a ObLI CBEKHIA BO3IYX, — OTBETHII JIUC.

— U 3auem 1ebe 3aech 3Ta CTpaHHAS MOCTPONKA? — CIIPOCKIT BOJIK.

— 3pech OyaeT 3aroH /s 3aileB.

3aroH a1 3aiueB? ITo yTo-TO HOBeHbKoe! Ilakan caenasn mar Bnepén M craj BO3jie caMoro
Kpasi oBpara.

— 3aueM? — cnpocuI1 BOJIK.

— YT00BI HE OXOTUTHCH.

Bort at10 3agymka! lakan o6nu3Hy ryobl. Beab spak MOXHO HE HOCUTBLCS OOJbIIIE M0 JiecaM
Y TIOJISIM, BBIMCKUBASI IUYb, & TIPOCTO CUIETh JIOMA U KUTh MIPUTIEBAIOYH !

— Kak 310? — Bonk Hamopimi j100.

Bonk peako cooOpakain ¢ nepBoro pasa... Hy:KHO moka3aTh JIMCY, YTO OH-TO BCE MOHST Cpasy.

— OTramyHast uaest! — cKas3al IaKall.

Ot BoJIHEHHUSI TOJIOC copBaicsl Ha MUcK. Ho muc 6yATo u He 3aMEeTUI ero peruiuKy.

— Byny nepxartp 1 OTKapMJIMBaTh B 3arOHE 3aMIIeB, YTOOBI HE TPATUTh BPEMsI HA OXOTY.

— IMomuwutcs, eme y YeproOypa ObUT TaKOM 3aMbICENT, — COLIYPUB TIJia3a, CKa3all BOJIK.

— Bru1, — HEXOTA corIacucs JIuC.

Tak BOT 4bst 3T0 Uzies1! He Tako# yk YMHBIF 3TOT JIKC, KAKMM OH ceOsl XoueT nokasatb. Ooep-
HYBIINCh M YBUJIEB YIWBJIEHHBIN B3JIsi OapcyKa, IaKaj MOHSUI, YTO JIMC U OT CBOErO TOBapHIIA
CKPBLUI 3Ty MOAPOOHOCTb.

— Tonbko CTapuk MOTOM OTKa3aJicsl OT STOM MBIC/IU, — C COMHEHHEM MOKa4asl roJI0BOM BOJIK.

— A 5 pems npeTBOpUTh B KU3Hb.

— Tak cberyt AJIMHHOYXUE-TO, — XMBIKHYJI BOJIK.

Cpo4HO Ha/I0 PUIYMaTh YTO-HUOYAb YMHOE, YTOOBI MTPHUBJIeUb BHUMaHKE jrca. Ho B rosiosy,
KaK Ha3JI0, HUYEro He MPUXOIUIO. . .

— YV meHs He coeryT!

— Io crapoii Bomubeit mocioBuIle, HeyouTas 100bIua Beerjia coeraer, — CKasas IaKall v YJIbio-
HYJICS.

— Bot-BoT! — moj1akHy1 BOJIK.

HakoHner-To Jiuc moBepHyJICSl B CTOPOHY ITaKajla U CMEPWJI TAKUM 3JI00HBIM B3[JISIZIOM, UTO
TOMY CTaJjio He 1o cele.

— Cyns o TBOEMY pOCTY, — IPOLIEAUI JIUC, — OT TeOsA-TO J0ObIYA YCKOJIB3aeT MOCTOSHHO.
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[Iakas moyyBCTBOBAJ, UTO YJIBIOKA CITON31A ¢ ero juna. OCHOBATeIbHO CTPYXHYB ITOJ] TPO3HBIM
B3IJISIZIOM, OH ChEXKUJICS U OTCTYNWI Hazaa. OH XOTen cKazaTh, UYTO 3TO BCEro JIMIIb MOCIOBUIIA,
1 He OH e€ npuaymail. Ho cioBa 3acTpsim B ropre. ..

Jluc moBepHycst 0OpaTHO K BOJIKY.

— A y Hac, y JIHC, HeT TaKoW TIOCJIOBHUIIBI, 2 TOTOMY JA00bIYa Y MEHsI HUKOTIa He cOeraer.

— Toxe BepHO! — XOXOTHYJT BOJIK M XJIOITHYJI JIMCA IO Iievy. — YTo Aarb 3a 3Ty padory?

Jluc ot ymapa ckpumics u noreép mievo. [lakan ocmennics yCMEXHYTbCS, HO TOJIBKO PO
ce0s1. Y BOJIKa TsKENas pyka.

— Terutple mTaHpl, Kak THl XOTel.

— U3 3agqupnx mKypok?!

— U3 cycmubux. ['ne s, mo-tBoemy, B3si1 Obl cTONbKO 3aiiiieB?! IlITaHbl-TO Ha TeOs HYXKHBI
HE MaJIeHbKUeE.

Pooxuit JIuc Mmaxuyn 6apcyky. ToT, CTOSIBIIHMIA B CTOpOHE, MOAOMIEN K JIACY U OTJAJl MEIIOK,
KOTOPBI JiepXkasl B pyKax. JIMC BHITAIIMII OTTYAAa OTPOMHBIE IIITAHBI, CIITUTBIE U3 IIKYPOK CYCITUKOB,
Y TIPOTSIHYJ BOJKY. TOT Hagen ux W ¢ momo3peHueM ocMmoTpen ceds. IlTaHsl MpUIuMch B TIOPY,
HO BOJIK SIBHO KOJIe0aJICsl, COTJIACUTHCS €My WJIH HeT.

— Bor emg pybaxy mpam, — XUTpPBIH JMC, BUAS COMHEHUS BOJIKA, JOCTAT U3 MEIIKa OOJIBIIYIO
pyOarky. — Ila ¥ MEIIoK MOXeIlb 3a0paThb.

— JlagHo, — pelmics HaKOHeI[ BOJIK, crpedast BCE OTHOM pyduINel, — coraceH. A Kakasi Kop-
MExKa Oyner?

— OpHoro TeTepeBa, 1ymaio, XBaTUT, — CyXO OTBETHUJI JIUC.

OpnHoro TerepeBa Ha aBoux?! Haroctu y nca npsiMo uepes Kpai.

— OpnnHoro?! MasoBaro 6yneT, Pookuii. BoH CKOJIBKO BCero Hajio cienaTh. . .

JIvic HeOBOJIBHO CBEPKHYJI IVIa3aMH.

— Jla 3a takyio padboTy u OgHOro TerepeBa OyneT MHOro! TyT 4acTOKOJ-TO CTPOUTH TMHOW
BCEro IIaroB MsTh. [leHb padoTHl OT CUJIHI!

TyT JIUC SIBHO JIyKaBWT.

— He nisath, a necathb maros, — pyOaHyJ1 BOJIK pyKo Bo3ayX. — [la eme apipsiBast Kpbia. PaboTe
IHEW Ha IIATh.

— Bawm paii Bomio, BHI TYT JI0 3UMBI OyJieTe TopYaTh Ha MOMX xapuax! Mory 100aBuTh emg psio-
YHKa.

Bonk BeIpa3uTeIbHO MOTYAIL. YK UTO-TO, @ TOProBaThCsl OH ObLUT OOJTBINION MacTep.

— U em€ mapy cyciamkoB, — HE BbIACPKAJ JIHC.

— Jlyuitie 3aii4yaTHUHBI.

— Jla! — cHOBa ocMenHJICS TIOJIaTh TOJIOC MaKal. — 3a Takylo paboTy He IMoMeInano Obl v 3ai-
YATUHBL. . .

— 41 cam yxe 1ienyIo JTyHy 3aiiUaTUHBI U B TJIa3a He BUJIEN, — pe3Ko odopBasl Peikuii Jluc, naxe
HE B3MJISIHYB B CTOPOHY IT1aKaa.

— CoriacHbI ¥ Ha TIOJITYIIIHU, — CKa3aJ1 BOJIK.

— Cnymaii, benblil, — rojoc juca BHE3aHO CTajl OYeHb BKPATUMBBIM, — Thl K€ IJ€ TOJIBKO
He ObiBasI. Moket, Tebe JOBOAUIOCh YTO-HUOYAb CIIBIIIATh 0 3assubeM CBUTKe?

Menkuii BHOBb HacTOpOXWiIcs. YTO ke 3TO 3a CBUTOK TaKOW, KOTOPbIM pa3bICKMBAET cam
Porkuii Jluc?

— O uém? — Bosnk HaxmypuJ Jio0.

— O 3asubem CBUTKE, KOTOPBINA, TOMHHIITb, UCKaJ emmg Jiuc YepHOOyp.

[Tponuio HECKOIBKO TOMUTEIbHBIX MIHOBEHUH, MIPEKAe YeM JIUIIO BOJIKA HAKOHEI pa3ryiau-
Jock. BemomHMn-Taku.

— Ctpltast 9to-HUOYAb? — TIOBTOPHJI JIHIC.

— Tl 9TO, 10 CHX TIOP MIIEITH STOT CBUTOK ?
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— Wnry. Tak Tl MOXeIlb YTO-HUOYIb paccKa3arh?

— He-a, Huvero, — MOTHyJ ToJI0BOM BOJK. — [lo-MoeMy, JJIMHHOyXHE JIaBHO YK€ MOTepsuin
1 3a0BbUTH BCE 3TH CBOM CBUTKH. OZIMH THI PO HUX TOMHMIIb. . .

— 3aiiipl 10 CUX MOp XPaHAT CBOM CBUTKH, — cKaszall Juc. — OJJHa copoKka MHE paccKasblBaja,
yt0 y Craporo 3aiiiia, KOTOpbIi )KUBET HEMOIATIEKY, €CTh KAKON-TO CBUTOK. . .

— Tak 310 MOXET OH U ecTb!

— Her, — mokauas roioBoii Jimc, — 1o CJIOBaM COPOKHM, Ha STOM TepraMeHTe HalMCaHbl TOJIBKO
CKa3KM, KOTOpbIE CTApUK YMTAaeT BCIyX 3aivaraM. 3asguuil CBUTOK CYyHIECTBYET, — JIUC TOHU3MII
roJIoc, — ¥, paHoO WJIM MO3/IHO, 51 Haily ero.

[Makan 06m3Hy ryosl. JKyTKo X0Tenoch y3HaTh MoApoOHee, YTO 3TO 32 TAMHCTBEHHAST PYKO-
UCh, KOTOPYIO McKan enie cam YeproOyp. Peokuit Jluc Hudero 3a3ps nenars He Oyner. Ho cripamm-
BaTh y camoro Jjmca 6ecrionie3no. HyxHo 00s13aTesIbHO IOMHTEepecoBaThesl IOTOM y Beroro.

— Jlyuie 106aBb HaM eIE MONTYIIU 3aiYaTHHBI, — CKa3aJl BOJIK, KOTOPOMY YK€ HaJloeJ pas3ro-
BOP O KaKMX-TO TaM CBHUTKaX.

— Benplit, cam BeJb 3HaeIIb, OXOTA yKe He Ta, — YCMEXHYJICS JIUC C CAMOJOBOJIBHBIM BHIOM.

[Noxosxe, 6obIIIe HIYETO Y 3TOro XUTPela YKe BHITOProBaTh.

— Ho onenunna-to y Te0s1 ecTh, — 3as1BIJI BOJIK, KMBasi HA OOHOBKH JIKCA.

— DTH OeHATa MHE TIONAKCh COBEPLIEHHO CITyYailHO. — PBIKMIA ¢ TOPAOCTHIO OTJIsE CBOIO
MATHUCTYIO ofiekay. — M 910 enBa He ctonsio MHe sku3Hu! ONIeHn BO IJIaBe ¢ BOKAKOM HaJIETENN BCEM
CTaJIOM ¥ YyTb HE JIOCTAJIM MEHSI U3 HOPBI, pa3pbiB MIOUTH [0 OCHOBAHMS OMH U3 YEPHBIX XOIOB.

JII060TBITHO OBLTO OBl Y3HATH, KAKMM 00OPa30M JIC YMYIPWIICS TIOMMaTh STUX CAMBIX OJICHSIT.
Jla TobKO OH cam Beb 00 9TOM He pacCKakerT.

—I'M... — Bosk HamopIu J100. — ONIeHH Takue Jes1a MPOCTO TaK He OCTABJISAIOT U MOTYT B JTIOOOM
MOMEHT 3asIBUThCS CI0fIa CHOBA.

Bort Tak Besnpiii! [llakan ¢ ymoBoibCTBIEM HAOMIOAAT, KaK C JIUCA CXOAUT JIOBOJILHOE BhIpaKEHHE
muta. Ho OTKpBITO yabI0aThCst OH BCE-TaKK OOOSUICS.

— BBI-TO ¢ TIOJIOCATBIM CIIPSIYETECh B HOpE, a HaM ¢ MeNKuM Kak MpuKaxersb ObTh? Tak MOKHO
Y MOJ] ropsivyio pyKy nonactb. IIpuaércs nobicuts muiaty, Pookuil.

Jlaxxe 6apcyk poT OTKpPBUT OT TOTO, KaK JIOBKO BOJIK, 3TOT NU3BECTHBIM TYTOyM, TIOBEPHYJI pac-
CKas3 Jiica B cBOIO Monb3y! CTasno ObITh, HE TAKOH yXK JIUC U XUTPHIA, KAKUM XOUeT Ka3aThCsl.

— $1 u Tak man Gosnbie nosoxeHHoro! — JIUc yxke He CKphIBAJI CBOETO pa3/ipakeHHsI.

— Crano pa3bsapEHHBIX OJICHEH, OpaT JIUC, 3TO He IIyTKA.

Pooxuit JIuc HekoTopoe Bpemst Momdasl. OH SIBHO HE PACCUUTHIBAJI HA TAKOW MMOBOPOT COOBITHI
1 Tenepsb 3muics. [llakan moTymuics, 4ToObl CKPHITh YIIBIOKY.

— Tonbko paau cTapoii JpyKObl Jal0 eIé OAHOTO TeTepeBa, — C MPAYHON PEIIMMOCTHIO HAKOHEIT
npoueawnn mc. U npudasui: — O GonblneM gaxe He 3aMKancs: CIUIIKOM KUPHO OyrieT.

Bork 1 makas neperisiHymch.

— JlagHo, coriaceH.

Bosk u e ckpernuim yroBop pykoroxarveM. Bosk, Kak 00BIYHO, KPEKO CKaJl MPOTSIHYTYIO
PYKY, ¥ IIaKaJl C yIOBOJbCTBUEM HaOMONAN, KaK JIC CKPUBHWII JIMIIO OT CJMIIKOM KPENKOH XBaTKH
BOJIKA.

JIuc TOpOomIMBO BHICBOOOIMIT CBOIO PYKY M CKOPBIM IIIarOM HAIlPaBWJICS] B CTOPOHY HOpHL. Bap-
CYK TIOCTIETITIUT 32 HUM.

— Ilnary kak Bcerga Bnepén! — KpUKHYJI BIOTOHKY BOJIK.

— 3Ham, — He 000paunBasich, Mpodypyan Peikuit Jluc.

OH npo6opMoTal 4To-TO enié cede Mo HOC, HO 3TOTO IMIAKa YKe He pacClIbIIall.

— Menkuii, — ckazan BOJIK, — HAUMHAN cOOMpaTh XBOPOCT.

— XWTpBbIi 3TOT TBOW APYT, — IPOBOPYAT IIAKAL.

Teneps, nocine yxona Peokero Jlrca, MOXHO ObLJIO TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO.
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— 3TO BEpHO.

— U xamnpiii. 3aityatudbl oxanen. [laxe s Te0s — CBOEro CTaporo apyra.

[Makan 3Ha71, YTO, MPOIOIKASI TAKUM 00Pa30M, TOUHO JIOTOBOPUTCS JI0 3aTPEIMHbI, HO OCTaHO-
BUTBHCS1 He MOT. OH He JTIOOWIT I0JIr0 MOTYaTh, M TeTlepb €My HYKHO ObLJIO BHITOBOPUTHCS 32 BBIHYK-
JAEHHOE MOTYaHUE B IPUCYTCTBUHM JIHCA.

— XBaTUT HBITh, — CKa3aJl BOJIK, YE€PTs YTO-TO MAJIKOW B OBpare Ha Mecte OyayIlero CTpouTeb-
CTBa.

— Cam, HaBepHOe, KaXblii IeHb 3ailYaTHHY JIOMAET, a Il HAC TIOATYIIH MOXKaJell.

— IIpunumaiics 3a paboTy, eClii He XOuelllb OcTaThest 6e3 oberal

[Makan mpuKycui sI3bIK M TPUHSUICS coOuparh xBopocT. [lepen o6emoM ¢ BOJIKOM Jiydile
HE [IyTUTb, & TO ¥ B CAMOM JIeJIe MOKHO OCTaThCsI TOJIOHBIM.

Bckope cpenu 3apociieit moka3aimch BO3BPAIIAIONIIECs JIUC 1 0apcyK. bapcyk Taim Ha criiHe
TSOKETBIA MemoK. Bosk cpa3zy ke Opocui majiky u, IOTHpasi pyKH, MOAHsUICS ¢ oBpara. Memkuii
C OXaIrKkoW XBOPOCTa B pyKax Toxe mnompoOpasicsi moOmuxke. bapcyk OmycTW Ha 3eMIII0 MEIIOK,
1 Pokmii OTTyAa BHITAIIWII AIByMsI pyKaMH TIEPBOTO TeTepeBa.

— 3HarHast JoObr9a!l — 0mOOPUTENbHO KPSIKHYJ BOJIK, OMHOW PYKOU 0e3 BCSIKOTO Tpy/a MOJHU-
Masi TSKETYI0 IITUILY Y TIepeKJIaIbiBasi Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY.

Jluc BHITAIIMIT BTOPOTO TeTepeBa, KOTOPHIA ObLT MOYTH BIBOE MEHBIIIE MPE/IbIAYIIETO.

— A 3TOT YTO TaKoOM TOIIMIA?! — BO3MYTHJICS BOJIK.

— DT0 nocneaHui TeTepeB. S He pacCUMTHIBaJI, YTO MPUAETCS U €ro TOXKe OTAaBaTh. Thl Xke,
Beiplit, cam ero BRITOProBall.

— A, Hy J1a... — BOJIK IOKOPHO 3a0paJl BTOPOro TeTepeBna.

Jluc BBITAIMIT U3 MeNIKa psOYMKa U TYIIKH JBYX CYCIMKOB. BapCyk TYT ke MOAHSLT OMyCTeB-
IIIMIA MEIIOK U CJIOKHII ero. BoJk cpa3y crpéo TyIIKU IPhI3yHOB, a IMOCTISIHION MTHITY C IOJ03peHIeM
OOHIOXAJI U OCMOTpEI.

— CTpaHHBII KaKOW-TO pSAOYMK, — 3aMETUT OH.

— Pa6uuk kak psOUMK, — MoXka Iiedamu JIUC.

— Ha mapgans cmaxusaer.

— Ioiiman coOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMHU.

[Makan co cBOero Mecta He MOT Pa3IJIsIETh NTHUILY, HO IIEJIMKOM IOJArajicsi HA MHEHUE TOBa-
puia. Bot Benb kakoit xuTper] 3Tot Jwc! Bpome 000 BcéM yke yroBOpeHO, a OH BCE paBHO HAIIEN,
rae OOMaHyTb.

— Vx y Te0s1, Ppikuii, Ha BCE TOTOB OTBET.

JIuc mpomosryan.

— JlagHo, cromuTcesi, — COTIacHIICsl HAKOHEI BOJIK.

— Torna HaunHaiiTe paboTaTh.

— Kak otobenaem — cpasy npumemcs 3a jieio!

Jluc XMypo KMBHYJ M, pa3BepHYBIINCh, 3alaraj 00paTHo. bapcyk 3aceMeHI cieioM.

— Menkuii, — 35IYHO CKOMaH/I0BaJT BOJIK, — Tallld XBOPOCT!

[Makany He MPHUIIUIOCH MOBTOPATH JBaXIbl. OTIMYHASI PUBBIYKA BCE-TAKM Y BOJIKA: JIIOOOE
€10 HAYMHATh, TOJBKO XOPOILIEHBKO MOIKPENUBIIMCh. BOJIK yke TOTOBHIJI MECTO /JIsl KOCTpa BO3Je
BepiIMHbI oBpara. [llakan cIoxkun psaoM XBOPOCT M, BHITAIIIMB U3 MEIIKa BOJIKA OOJBIIION TOPIIOK
13 000K KEHHOM TJIMHBI, CITYCTHJICS K PY4bl0, KOTOPBIH Kypuasl Y TOJHOXKbsI XOJIMa.

Korzaa oH ¢ Bono# Tstkeno B3oOpasicsi 00paTHO, KOCTEP yiKe ropel, a BOJIK Mepedupast TyIIKH,
BBIOVpasi, YTO Obl MPUTOTOBUTH CcerofHs1. HakoHell, oH MoaHsuT psaoJmKa.

— JlaBaii-ka cCHavyaJia CBapyuM 3Ty MTHILY.

[Iakan moCTaBUJ TOPIIOK C BOJOW HAa KaMHH, HAPOYHO BBUIOKEHHBIE B CEpEAMHE KOCTPA,
M yCeJICsl OIIMMBIBATh psAOUYMKa. BOJIK ke C yIOBIETBOPEHUEM PasJErcsl psiioM B CBOMX HOBBIX INITa-
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Hax. OcHOBHas1 paboTa MO CTPSIHE MPUXOANIIACH HA OO IAKaJla, HO TYT YK HUYETrO He MOJeaellb.
Muauye MOXHO 1 3yOOTHIUMHY CXJIONIOTaTh, a TO U BOBCe Oe3 00e/1a ocTaThCs.

— He mory noBeputb, — OCTOPOXKHO HauaJsl IIakaj, — 4ro cam Peikuid Jluc npu Beeil cBoei
XUTPOCTH CUINT Oe3 3aiiuaTuHbl. B HOpe-TO y Hero HaBepHsIKa JOJKHBI ObITh MPUITPSITAHbI 3aT1aCHI.

Bonk npomonyain. 3anymacs, 3HauuT. Hy)kHO poCTO HEMHOrO MONOK/AaTh, IOKA OH HAKO-
Her cooOpaszut. [llakan mpomomkun omunbBarh psdurka. [Ituma u B camoM Jesne Obuia HECKOJIBKO
CTpaHHasl.

— DTOT pAOUUK YEeM-TO MPOMAX YTO JIM B KJIAJOBBIX PhIkero, — makas enié pas mpuHIOXascs.

Bosk, MpunogHsABIIMCH HA JIOKTE, TOXE BTSHYJ HO3IPSIMUA BO3IYX.

— KisiHych cBOMM XBOCTOM, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, — 9TO 3allax 3ailyaThHbI !

[Iakan HekoTOpOe BpeMsl puHIoXuBaICs. OH He ObLT TAKUM MATEPBIM CJIEIONBITOM, KaK BOJIK.
MHorma emy Kazanoch, UTO 3amax JEWCTBUTENBHO 3asS4Mid, a MHOIJIA — BOOOIIE HEMOHATHO YeH.
Ho Bciyx OH BCE ke pelmnTesbHO 3asBUT:

— W B camoM fedie, 3amax 3aii4aTUHLL.

[Makan oxuma, 9To BOJIK PaCCEPAUTCSI, OHAKO TOT BCETO JIUIIb XOXOTHYJI ¥ BHOBb PACTSHYJICS
Ha TpaBe.

— JloBko Prixuit Hac o6mypui. Bot Begp xutpert!

Menkuii CMaxHYJI C JIMIIA TIyX ¥, B3JOXHYB, IPOIOIKII padoTaTh. Bosnk ObUT HeganéKoro yma,
Y BCE €ro MbICIM YUTAJHMCh HA €r0 MPOCTOAYHIHOM Jmile. OfHAaKo, MOPON OH YMYAPSUICS CTABUTh
B TYNUK CBOMMHM BbIBoiamMH. Ero o6mMaHynu, a oH ToibKo paccMmesuicsi. Hamo xotst ObI BOCIIONB30-
BaThCS €70 XOPOLIMM HACTPOSHHUEM.

— Cnymaii, a 4TO 3TO 3a CBUTOK, KOTOPBII pa3bICKUBAeT Phixkuii?

Bosk momeBenvt naablamMy HOr.

— YepuoOyp roBOpmI, YTO, MPOYHUTAB ITOT CBUTOK, MOXKHO JIETKO MOMMATh JIOOOTO, Haxe
CaMoro XuTporo 3aiiia.

Bon oHO uto! OT Tako¥ pyKoInvcH He OTKa3ajcs Obl U caM Iakasl. Bexb Torga MOXHO CTaTh
CaMBIM JIyYIITIM OXOTHUKOM Ha 3ai1ieB. Y Kaxaplii IeHb €CTh TOJIbKO OHY 3aituatuny. [llakan o6mms-
HYJICSI.

— A TBI ObLT KOTIA-HUOYIH B HOpe Y Poikero Jluca?

— He-a.

CTpaHHO, KOHEUHO, Ui 3aKaablyHOro japyra. MHTtepecHo Obul0 ObI IOCMOTPETh, YTO €CTh
y Jiuca B Hope. HaBepHsika Be/lb He TOJIBKO KJIAJJOBBIE — JIC XUTED, 1a M OAPCYKH 3HAIOT TOJIK B PhIThE
TMOJI3EMHBIX JKHJIHIIL.

— I[Mouemy? Bbl ke ¢ Poikum py3bs.

— OH He mMOOUT YyKHX 3aMaxoB B CBOEW HOpe.

— A otkyna y Peikero 6apcyk B ToBapHiax?

— He 3Hato, — BeJblii oxal riedamu. — PBIKUiA, OH BeJlb, KOTO XOYeIlb MOKET OOXUTPUTb.

Ja yx, TyT 63 XUTPOCTH OINpeAeIEHHO He 000nuIoCch. EIE He MPUXOIMIOCh CIIBIIIATH, YTOObI
0apCyK CTAaHOBWJICS TOBApPHILEM KaKOro-HUOYIb XUIITHUKA.

— BOH 11 éHOTOB KaK-TO YTOBOPHJI IITAHBI [JIsI MEHS CIIIUTh, — MTPOIOIIKAI BOJIK. — 5] caM CKOJIbKO
pa3 MoAXoAMs K TUM €HOTaM — BCE 0e3 TOJIKY, HU B KaKyl0 He COIJIaIlaInCh.

[Itanbl, B camoM Jiesie, ObLIM 3HATHBIE. XOTb M U3 MIKYPOK CYCIIMKOB. He 3psi BOJIK Bee yIiu 1mpo-
XKYKKaJ PO CBOIo Oyayiyo 00HOBKY. Cellyac, KOHEUHO, TaKHe TETLIbIE IITAHBl HA K Y€MY, HO 3UMOM
OYeHb JJake TIOHAI00ATCS.

— A B BparcrtBe cambiM XuTpbiM niociie YepHoOypa Obut Peikuii Jlnuc?

— He, — MOTHYJI rOJIOBO# BOJIK, — OH TOT/Aa ObLI €€ CIMIIKOM MoJiofl. CaMbIMU XUTPBIMH ITOCIIE
UYepHoOypa Obuti [IpoHbipa 1 XMBLTb.

— XMbUTb? — IePEeCHpOCHII IIaKasl, YTOOBI YOSJUTHCS, YTO MPABMIIBHO PACCIIBIIIAI UMSI.

— Ara. OH Bc€ BpeMsl XOWII M YXMbUIsICS. [ 'agKuii ObUT JIUC, MBI C HUM YaCTEHBKO CCOPUJIUC.
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[Makan HaKOHEeI] 3aKOHYMJI OLIMITBIBATD IITUILY U 3aKUHYJI €€ BapUThCs B ropilIoK. Teneps ocTa-
BaJIOCh TOJIBKO CMOTPETh 32 OTHEM M K/1aTh, TIOKA MPUTOTOBUTCS psiOUMK. BoJK yxke BOBCIO Mmoxpa-
nbiBas1. [Ilakan coOpas HEMHOTO XBOPOCTA U, YCEBIIKCH BO3JIE KOCTPA, TOXE 3apeMall o[ MEpHOe
Oy/IbKaHbe KUTIAIIEro OyJboHa. YK O0JIBHO MHOTO OHH OTIIIATaJId CETOHS yTPOM IO IyTH K Prikemy
Jucy...

[Makan Tak mogHATOPEN B CTPSAIHE, YTO Jake CKBO3b IPEMY He 3a0bIBajl CBOEBPEMEHHO IOMe-
MBaTh OyJIbOH U MOIKUIBIBATH BETOK B KOCTEP. Korna psiGurk mpuroToBMICs, MaKal CHSLT TOPILIOK
C KOcTpa 1 pa30yau Bojika. Bneoém oy moobenanu, xyiedast Cyn AepeBIHHBIMU JIOKKaMu. Psoumnka
BOJIK Pa3ZIe/vjI Ha JJBe HEpaBHbIE YacTH U OOJBIIMI KyCOK, KOHEUHO Ke, B3s11 cebe.

Msico oKa3asioch KECTKUM, KaK JPEeBECHHA: NITHIIA sIBHO ObLTa cTapasi. XOpOIIEHbKOTO Xke psi0-
YMKa MOJKHHYJ UM JIMC. A €CJM ell€ BCIIOMHUTB BTOpOro Terepesa. .. [llakana Bapyr oceHuo.

— Ppikuii Hac Haysn, — ¢ TPYIOM IIPOIJIOTUB MPOKEBAHHBIN Kycouek Msica, ckasan Menkuid. —
OH ¢ camoro Hayasia pacCUMTHIBAJI MOJCYHYTb HaM TOIIETO TETEPEBa.

— Tax nepBbIil TETEPEB-TO XOPOLINIA, — BO3PAa3UJI BOJIK, HA YAMBJIEHUE IPOBOPHO pas3rpbi3as
CBOIO YacTh psIOUMKA.

— Poukmii He cobuparcs ero otaaBarh, OH HAC OOMaHYII.

— YT0-TO THI MYIpUIIIL, MEJIKUIA, — HAXMYPUJICS BOJIK, HE OTPBIBASICh OT pAOUNKa. — 51 He MOHU-
Malo.

[Makan OTKpbUT OBLIO POT, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTH €IIE pa3, HO NepeyMall ¥ BOH3MJI 3yObl B jiepe-
BSIHHOE Msico. Bosk He JiioOuI1, Korja ero melTaluch yOenuTh B 4eM-TO, Yero OH He MoHumaj. Mor
Y TIOKOJIOTUTH 32 3TO. XBaTUT U TOTO, YTO CaM IIaKajl packycus oOMaH. TOJIbKO Tenepb OH OCO3HAT
BCIO cTeneHb XxuTpoctu Poikero Jluca. [laxke CThIIHO BCHOMHHTD, UTO OH HAMEPEBAJICS IOMEPUTHCS
XUTPOCTBIO C 3TUM JIUCOM.

ITociie 00ena Ha4aI0Ch TO, YEro Iakas He JI0OMII OOJIBIIE BCETO.

— 3a paboty! — rapkHYJI BOJIK.

W cam ke niepBblid BCKOUMII ¢ MecTa. UToObI He CXJIONOTATh MOA3AThUILHUK, IAKaTy TOXe MpHU-
IIJIOCh TIOMHSATHCS U TIOCTICIINTH 32 BOJIKOM. Bestblil BHIOpal HECKOIBKO JEPEBLEB, MOAXOASIINE IS
YaCTOKOJIa, BeJIe IIaKkaily 0OMa3aTh CTBOJIBI TPSI3bI0 HA BBICOTE CBOETO KOJIEHa, a caM HadaJl coOUpaTh
ApoBa.

[Makan crycTusIcs ¢ OIMyCTEBIIUM TOPIIKOM K py4blo, HaOpas rps3u v noruiéncs oopatao. OH
He JoOWII paboTaTh, 1a ¥ BOJIK BCET/ia JaBajl eMy caMble HeTIpUsITHBIE IOpyUYeHust. [ JTaBHOe — MoKa-
3aTh PBEHUE M CTAPATEJIbHOCTh B CAMOM HauaJie. A MOTOM, KOIZia BOJIK YBJIEUETCs pabOTOM, MOKHO
Oyzer yxe He paboTarh, a MPOCTO CYeTUThCs psiabikoM. [Hakai yke XOpoIo u3ydusi MOBaJKu CBO-
€ro TOBapuIIa.

[Takan o6Maza rpsi3bio CTBOJIBI IOMEUYEHHBIX JEPEBLEB, & BOJIK PA3KEr BOKPYT KAXKAOTO U3 HUX
HeOobIoi KocTép. Tenepb OCTaBaIOCh TOJBKO CMOTPETh, YTOOBI OTOHb M HE TIOTYX, HO U HE pa3-
TOpAJICS CIIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO. DTy paboTy BCE PaBHO BBHIMIONHSLI BOJIK, MIOITOMY IAKaTy JOCTATOYHO
OBLIIO TIPOCTO MPOTYJIMBATHCS CPEH IEPEBbEB M M3PE/IKa C 03a00UEHHBIM BHIOM BOPOILIUTH JPOBA
B KOCTpax.

Korna HuxHsS yacTh HECKOJIBKUX JIEPEBBEB MOPSAAKOM BbITOPEa, BOJIK CBAIWJ UX 110 OYepein
KPETKO# CyYKOBaTOM MAaJKOH 1 MepeTaliui K OBpary, Ijie enié 1/ien ooeneHHbli koctép. OH KaMeH-
HBIM TOTMIOPOM OOpYOMJI MEeJIKKe BETKU M CJIOKHJI MoBaJieHHble JepeBbs B psil. [lox nepeBbsMu oH
Pa3kKEr KOCTPHI B HECKOJIBKUX MECTaX TAKMM OOpa3oM, UYTOOBI pa3fieuTh OTHEM JJIMHHBIE CTBOJIBI
Ha OpE€BHA M OTKeUb KPYITHBIE CYUbsl.

[Makan cyeTusics psiioM ¢ TOBAapHUIleM, YTOOBI CO3J]aBaJIOCh BIieUaTyieHre, Oy/ITO OH TIOMOTaeT.
Bosnk pazorméncst BOBCIO, U Tereph INIaBHOE — He MyTaTbesl y Hero non Horamu. Illakan mpeObiBat
B [IPEKPACHOM pacroioxkeHnu 1yxa. HacrpoeHre HeMHOro nopTusia TojabKO MBICIIb O TOM, YTO TIO3%ke
eMy NPUIETCS OTMBIBATh FOPIIOK OT TPSA3HU. . .
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I'naBa 5. berJen

3a nocneanue qHU Kponmuk critbHO yetail. B siecy napuiia camast Hacrosiias NaHUKa. Y:kacHble
CIIyXH, OJIUH CTpalllHee Apyroro, Oygopaxwim odurareneidr. Yro Peikuii Jluc, pelmmB cTaTh HOBHIM
VikacubiM Jlucom, Hauan coOrparh HOBYIO IIalKy MOJ CBOMM HavajioM. YTo BOJIK U 1makai u3 bpart-
cTBa camoro Yxkachoro Jluca yxe mpuObLd B jiec. UTO cO THS Ha JIeHb OXKUIAETCS TIOSIBJICHUE MejI-
Be/isl, a YyTh MO3KE — U [TPOUYUX BOJIKOB, IIAKAJIOB, POCOMAX U JIUCOB. ..

Koneuno, Kponvk porajpiBasics, yto O0JIbIlast 4acTh CIIyXOB — CIUIOIIHBIE BHIIYMKH, OTHAKO
OTIEJIMTH MPaBIy OT BBIMBIC/IA HE MOT, KaK HU cTapajics. Bee B siecy OecnipectaHHO Oerajiv u CyeTH-
JINCh, U BCSIKOE 3[IPaBOMBICIIHE YJIETYUIMBaJIOCh Oe3 octaTka. OueHb He XBaTaJlo CIIOKOWHOM paccy/iu-
tesbHOCTH CTaporo 3aiiia, Ho ObLJIO CTHITHO Jake TIOKA3aThCs Ha IJ1a3a ObIBIIEMY YUHUTEITIO.

Kponuk mpo6oBast qONbITEIBATLCS Y IPYTHX 3akilieB, ObIBaBIINX Ha 3assubeM Bexonmbe, 0 ToMm,
41O k€ roBopuJ1 CTapbiil 3asi] O NOSBJIEHUM B JIECY BOJIKA U akana. OQHAKO HUKTO HUYEro Bpasy-
MUTEJIBHOTO CKa3aTh He MOT. HekoTopblie BoOOIIe KPYTHIIU MaIbl[aMU Y BUCKA, HAMEKasl, YTO CTApUK
COBCEM BBIKHII U3 yMa.

Crpax, B ouepeiHOM pa3, 3aMeHWJI 3aiillam Onaropasymue. Ho, maxe 3Hast 310, GOpOThCS
co cTpaxoMm ObLTo of Kak HerpocTo. Cam Kpomuk Toske nepxkacs u3 mocleHUX CUIl, KOrJa Ha Hero,
Openy1iero no Jiecy, HaneTesn JJJTMHHOYX Ui, MUYaBILIUCS He pa3Oupast JOPOry.

— B niec mpummén mMeiBeab! — HaJIcaqHO MPOIIENTaNl OH, CTPAIIHO Bpalllas I1a3aMu, U CKPbUICS
B KyCTax.

He B cunax conagats coboit, Kpomuk Toxke kunyscs HayTteék. [lamsarys coBersl Crapiia, oH
MOHMMAJT, YTO Tak Oe3IyMHO Oexarh Hesb3s... OJHAKO MPOIOIKaT MYaThCsl CJIOMs ToJIoBYy. Emg
qyTb-4yTh U KpoJMK cymen Obl OCTAHOBUTBCS, HO Ha CBOIO Oe/ly OH CTOJIKHYJICS HOC K Hocy ¢ Kyrie-
XBOCTOM.

— ThI cipiman? — kpenko cxBatuB Kponuka 3a rpyaku, CTpaliHeiM IIEMOTOM 3allIUIeN OH. —
To1 cnprman 3to?!

Kponuk mocMoTrpen B I71a3a ToBapuila, MOJNHBIE yXkaca, U YXe He CMOI OTBECTU B3IJISII.
He B cutax BBIMOJIBUTB HU CJIOBA, OH JIMIIIL KUBHYJI B OTBET, JIa)Ke He 3Has, 0 4éM peub. [lanndeckuii
crpax Kynexsocta moMumMo BOJIM TPOHUK BHYTPh U MTHOBEHHO PACIIMPUIICS, BHITECHSISI BCE MPOYLE
MBICITU U YYBCTBA.

KyuexBoct, He oTmyckasi ero, ToBOpUJ 4TO-TO €I, HO 3allUOHOK Y€ HUYEro He MOHUMA
1 XOTeJI TOJIbKO ofiHOTO — Oexkath. Hakonenr Kpomnuky ynanock BeIpBaThCs, U OH KUHYJICS TPOYb. ..

OH muasics1, He pa3dupasi JOpory, NMajgas, MOJHUMAJICS U CHOBa Oexall... BeTku creranu ero
IO JIUITY, OH CIOTHIKAJICS, HO OCTAHOBUTLCS OBLIO BbIIIIE €ro CHIL. TPYyIHO CKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO OH Oexkal,
HO OCTQHOBWJICSI OH TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOTJIa CBAJIMJICSI COBEPIIIEHHO 00eCCHIICHHBIN.

Korga Kponmuk ouHysicsi, ObIJIO yKe aJIeKO 3a MOJJIeHb. YTaB o[ KYCT, OH TO JIU JIMIIHJICS
YyBCTB, TO JI1 3a0bLICSI CHOM. [1OIBITaBIIMCH CECTh, OH TUXOHBKO OXHYJI: 00JIesI0 BCE TEIO.

— Cnywai, benblid, — pa3nancs HeBAAJIEKE Yel-TO MUCKJIUBBIM rojoc, — A MOXET HaM U JJIst
ceOs TAKOM ke 3arOH COOPYAUThH?

Kponuk 3aransicst v Bxkasicsi 0OpaTHO B MPOILIOTOTHKE JIUCThSI, YCHITABIIHNE 3EMITIO.

— Ham-To oH 3auem? — yCMeXHYJIICh B OTBET.

Bropoti ronoc 6bUT HU3KHMIA ¥ XPUILIOBATHIH, KAKOW MOKET OBITh TOJILKO Y KPYITHOTO 3Bepsi. U,
CKOpee BCEro, y XUIIHUKA.

— YrtoObl He TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha O0XOTy! — mpomnuian nepsbiil. — He 3pst sxe Peikuil yxBatuscs
3a 3Ty UJeIO.

Pookuii?! Peoxunn Jluc?! Heyxenu. ..

— Pbikuii, KOHEUHO, OOJIBITION YMHUK, — XMBIKHYJI BTOPO#, — HO Tniepei YepHoOypoM OH, UTO
niepeI0 MHOM KeITOPOTHIH NTeHel. YepHoOyp cam He oloOpsuT Ty UJIEI0, U 51 He 0100PSII0.
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— Ho nouemy?

— Heybutas no6srva Bceraa coeraer. Menkuid, 1aBaid paboTtarh !

Kpomuk ocTopoXHO BBITJISIHYJT M3-3a JIMCTBBI KYCTOB U 0OMep. Ha ckjioHe xonma, 4yTh HUXe
TOTO MECTa, Iie OH MPATAICS, B OBpare YTo-TO KIJIM BOJIK U Iakaj. Bonk ObLT OrpOMHOro pocra,
ero cepasi IIKypa OTIMBaJIa CepeOpUCTHIM IIBETOM. 3ailUOHOK Cpasy JA0raJajcs, 4To STO 3HAMEHUTbIN
Benplit co cBouMm TOBapuieM u3 bparcrea VikacHoro Jluca.

[Mpornotus kpuk, Kponuk cHoBa npuxkancs K 3emiie u 3axmypuics. Joberascs... Cam mpu-
CKakaJ mpsiMo B pyKu xuiiHukoB! Jla emmé u Betep AyJ1 IpsSMO OT HEro: IbIM OT KOCTPOB YHOCHJIO
B TIPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. A TIIe-TO psIOM, HaBEpHOE, OpPOAUIIM JIUC ¢ MeaBeaeM. .. Hekoto-
poe BpeMsi 3aiiY0HOK JiexkKaJl, He IeBessch. Jlaxe CTyK COOCTBEHHOTO ceplia Ka3aJicsi eMy CIUIIKOM
rpoMkuM. OH XkJaj, 4To cefiuac ero cxpatAt. [lepen rimazamu BCE cTosi 0Opa3 OrpOMHOIO CEpOro
BOJIKA. ..

OpnHako XMIITHUKHY, KaK HU B 4YEM He OBIBAJIO, MTPOJOJIKAIN 3aHUMAThCsl CBOMMU Jieniamu. [1po-
IIJIO JOBOJILHO MHOTO BpeMmeHH. Kposmk He 3Haj, 4To U AymaTb. XOTs XUIIHUKH €ro U He BUICH
B TYCTBIX 32pOCJISIX, HO ONMpPEeIEHHO UysUIM — 3TO ObLIO MOHATHO U3 UX Pa3rOBOPOB.

3alluOHKy HE OCTaBaJOCh HUYETo JIPYyroro, Kak HaOMogaTh U3-TI0J KyCTOB 32 padOTOM BOJIKA
Y makaga. XWIMHAKA OTHEM BAJIMJIM JEPEBbsl M MOATACKUBATIMA MX K OOJBIIOMY KOCTPY y OBpara.
3/1ech € MOMOIIBIO TOTO e OTHS M KAMEHHOTO TOTOpa, OHH YIS Cy4bsi U Kpony. [lomyuunBimecs
OpEBHA OHU CKJIA/IBIBAIN HETIOJAJIEKY.

A rre xe mensens? EMy-To ropasno criogpyuHee TackaTh TsokEble OpéBHa. UTOOBI pa3MsITh
3aTEKINNE YIEHBI, 3aiTUOHOK HAKOHEI] OCMENHIICS IepeMEHHUTh M03y. MoXeT MonpoOoBaTh THXOHBKO
yiTH orciona? A To, 4ero JoOporo, eme u JIMC ¢ MelABeAeM HarpsHyT... Kponuk 1oiaro He mor
pelmThCs, TIOKa He OTIexkan cede Bce OoKa.

ConHile yxe KJIOHWIOCh K 3aKaTy, KOrJa 3aifYOHOK, MONPAaBHB JISIMKM CBOETO 3aIlIEYHOTO
MEIIKa, CO BCEMH TMPEJOCTOPOXHOCTSMHU MEJUIEHHO TOMOo3 B cTOpoHy. Hu ofHa cyxasi BeTouka
HE JOJDKHA XPYCTHYTb, HM OJJMH OTABIIHIA JIUCT HE JOJIKEeH IIeNoXHyThcsl. ViHaye — oH morn6! CHa-
Yajia OH MOJAHUMAJICS TIO JIECUCTOMY CKJIOHY, HO BCKOpE MOJIECOK CTal peleTh, U, YTOOBl HE OKa-
3aThCsl HA OTKPHITOM MECTe, MPHUIILIOCh MTPOJOJIKUTD IyTh BJIOJb CKJIOHA U 1a)Ke HEMHOTO CITYCTUThCS
BHU3. ClenaB Takoi Kpiok, Kposmk okaszasicsi OUTH Ha TOM e PacCTOSHUM OT BOJIKA U IIaKaa, YTo
1 OBUI B CAaMOM Hauase.

HeoxumanHo ¢ Apyroil CTOpOHBI XOJIMa CJIOBHO M3 HMOTKYyHAa BO3HUMK Pwrkuii Jluc. Eciu Obl
3alYOHOK pEIWJI YXOAUTh Yepe3 APYrylo CTOPOHY XOJIMa, TO HATOJKHYJCS Obl MPSIMO Ha PBIKETo
xumHuKa! Kpommk mprHUK K 3emiie U 3aMep, He CBOJIS IJIa3 ¢ XHMITHUKOB. DTOT XUTPbIA OXOTHUK
YK TOUYHO YUyeT U CXBATHT €ro!

— Cnymait, Peixuii! — yBUJEB CITyCTUBLIErOCSl B OBpar Jiuca, rapkHy/ benbiid. — 31ech omnpe-
JEJEHHO MaxXHeT 3aiYaTUHOMN.

JIuc notsaHyn Bo3yx HocoM. Kposnk 3arau IbIXxaHue.

— JloGbIva Bo3Jie JIOroBa He BOIUTCS, — XMBIKHYB, PE3KO OTBETUJT Phikuid.

— 3HaunTCA, 3aTYUi TyX U3 TBOEW HOPBI UJIET.

— Tebe yxe mepemutcs, benblii.

— Kak ato meperutcs?! — BosmyTuicst BoJIK. — [IpaBna ke, Menkuii?

Jluc Gpocuit Ha 1maKaia TaKoH YHUUTOKAOIIUK B3I, uTo Kponmmk faxke B3IpOrHYII.

— B camowm jiente, maxHeT 3aiiYaTUHOM — KalllIsSIHYB, cKa3ail Menkui.

— TbI moiimMaJ1 MHOTO 3ai1IEB B CBOEW KU3HU? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICS JIUC.

— Hy-y... — HEO)XMIAHHO CMYTHUBIIUCH, TPOMSMIIMI IIAKAJI, — TIOKA €I HUA OfIHOTO. . .

— A TBI, A1 BUKY, OOJIBIIION MacTep Mo OXOTe Ha 3alleB, — MPOJOJIKAJI C HACMEIIKOH JIHC. —
B 4yxux KI1agoBbIX, HABEpHOE, BCETAA Jierye UcKaTh J0Obay?

[Takayn HAYETrO HE OTBETUIL.

— Ho s1-TO onbITHBI OXOTHHK! — pyOaHys1 pyKOH BO3YX BOJIK.
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— Benblit, apysxuine, — MArko nepedu Jiuc, Oepst ero Nnoj pyKy 1 pa3BopaurBasi OT IIaKaia, —
B TBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX 51 HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIOCh. Thl XOUeIllb 3aifuaTHHbI, BOT OHA Tebe 1 Mepe-
LIUTCS Be3Jle, Aaxe BO3Jie MOeil HOphL. ThI-TO, B OTJIMYME OT BCSKMX 3€JIEHBIX IOHIIOB, 3HAElIb, KaK
3TO OBIBAJIO.

— Her, Hy Bcsikoe ObIBajIo, KOHEYHO. . .

— Bor 51 0 ToM ke 1 roBopio. Hy-ka, moka3pIBaii, 4To BbI TYT HapaOOTaJIH.

O menBene roka Hu cioBa. Jlaxe 3apoausIoch MOIO3PEHNUE, UTO BECTH PO MeIBEIsI ObUTH BCETO
JIMIIb OOBIYHBIMU CJTyXaMH, BBIIYMaHHBIMU KEM-TO OT CTpaxa.

Jlvc momommeén Kk crornke OpEBEH U MPUIUPUYNBO OCMOTPEST KaKIAbIiA CTBOJL.

— He comueBaiics1, Ppikuii, 9acTOKON OyIeT U4TO HaJ0! — BOJIK TIOXJIONAJT TI0 OpEBHAM.

JIuc ynoBineTBOPEHHO KMBHY!I.

— MoXHO Obl U1 KOPMEXKKH TOOABUTH 32 TaKylo padoTy.

— Pap 6w1, Benbiii, 1a He Mory. M Tak Bce 3amachl MPUIILIOCh OTAATh, YTOOBI C TOOOM paccuu-
Tarbcs. Jloma XOTb IapoM Mokaru!

— Ilonxoau nocne 3akata, Peikuid. Ilocugum y Koctpa, BCHOMHUM MPOLUIBIE BpEMEHA.

— 51 GBI ¢ yIOBOJILCTBHEM, HO CETOHS HOUBIO HYKHO MJTH Ha OXOTY.

— HouHas oxoTa IByX JTHEBHBIX CTOMT, — IOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJI BOJIK.

— Bot-Bor. [lo 3aBTpa, benbiii.

— Jo 3aBTpa!

Jluc mopHsAICS Ha MPOTUBOIIONOKHYI0 OpPOBKY OBpara W, BAPYT MPUHIOXABIIKCH, 0OEPHYJICS.
VY Kponuka €knyio cepaue. EMy nokasanoch, 4to XAIIHUK YCTPEMWII B3IVIA[ IIPSAMO Ha HETO, pa3-
IIseB cpeau 3apociieil. OaHako, 4yTh MOME/JIUB, JIUC MOBEPHYJICS U YIIET CBOE# oporoi, a y Kpo-
JIMKA B TOJIOBE HEOKMJAHHO BCILIBLIM CJIOBA XUIITHHUKA: 100bIYA BO3JIE JIOTOBA HE BOTUTCS.

U Benp, B caMoM Jiesie, KaKOMY 3aiflly WM MHOMY MEJIKOMY 3Beplo MPUAET B TOJIOBY MO 100-
POl BoJie TIOOWTH Tak OJIM3KO K JIOrOBY XWITHUKA! Heyxenn Bce Tak MPUBBIKIM K OUEBHIHOMY?
OT Takoro OTKPHITHUS ke CTpax OTCTYNWII Ha BTOPOH TuiaH. 3Haet Jin 00 3toM Crapeiii 3asn? Eciu
yZIacTcsi BHIOpAThCsl OTCIONA KUBBIM, HY)KHO HEITPEMEHHO HaBECTUTDb CTapHKa!

Bosik ¢ makanom yriyomtuck B padoty, 1 Kponuk, yoeaMBIINCh, UTO XUIITHUKHU BCELEIIO MOTJIO-
IIEHBl CBOMMHU J€J1aMu, TIONOJI3 1O 3apocisam aaibiie. [Iponsurasce BOOJIb CKIIOHA, TETIEPh OH yaa-
JISLTICSL OT 3JI0MOJIYYHOTO OBpara u ¢ KaJIpIM [IIaroM 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOs1 BCE CMeliee U yBepeHHee.

Hakower, XMITHUKY CKPBUTUCH 32 TOPOOM CKJIOHA XoiMa, U Kponuk, B310XHYB ¢ 00eryeHrem,
npuBcTal. Tenepb MOXKHO MATH Topas3io ObicTpee. 3aBEpHYB HECKOJBKO TETeNb, YTOObI 3aIyTaTh
CJIe[Ibl, OH OCTOPOXHO 3alliarajl BHU3 10 CKJIOHY, B CaMylo Yally 3apOCIeu.

B kyctax OH 4UyTh HE HACTYIWJ Ha JIEKAIIEro HUYKOM 3alYOHKA, KOTOPOIO €Jie 3aMeTHJI
B nocieqHuil MomeHT. CHauvasna Kponuky rnokasanocsk, uto 3aityoHok MEpTB. Ho nepeBepHyB He3Ha-
KOMIIA Ha CIIMHY, 3aMETHJI, YTO TOT €Il JBIIINUT U BeCh JpOKUT. CKBO3b MHOTOUYHCIIEHHBIE TIPOPEXU
B py0axe MpOrIsabIBAJIO IPSA3HOE U CTPAIIHO U3MOXKIEHHOE TEeNO, ¢ KJIOYKAMHU BUCEBIIIEH MIEPCTHIO
Y MHOTOYHMCJIEHHBIMU ccaauHaMu. Ha miee Gonrasicsi oOpbIBOK BepEéBkH. OTKyaa 311ech, Y CaMoro
soroBa Prixero Jluca, B3siics 3aii40OHOK ?

UroObl MPUBECTH 3alYOHKA B YyBCTBO, KPOJIMK TUXOHBKO MOTPSIC €r0 W MOTEP eMy IIEKH.
Hesznakomer esie ciblITHO 3aCTOHA, HO IJ1a3a Tak U He OTKPbLI. KpoiMK BhITAIMII U3 CBOETO MEIIKa
OyTBUIOYHYIO THIKBY, HO OHa OKa3asach mycta. HyxHo noctath Bomsl. Kponuk ormsinencs. Yem Hike
OH CITyCKaJcsl, TeM BJlakHee cTaHOBWIOCh. HaBepHsika Tam, B HU3MHE, TPOTEKAET PyUeu.

Kpomuk ocraBuit 3aii90HKA U CITyCTHIICS TIO CKJIOHY. ['yCThle 3apociy He OOMaHyJId, U B JIOXK-
OVMHKEe MEXIy XOIMaMu OOHapyxXwuics pydeek. Kponuk vamkoir u3 000X KEHHOW ITTMHBI HaOpas
B THIKBY BOJIBI M TIOCTIEIIIMJT OOpATHO.

OH OpbI3HYJI HEMHOTO BOJIbI HE3HAKOMILY Ha JIUIIO U BJIMJI HECKOJIBKO Kareslb B POT. 3aifYOHOK
3aKalUIsIIcs, MPUOTKPBUI IJ1a3a U, yBuaeB Kponuka, cnabo ynsioHyscs.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — ménorom cripocust Kposuk, MOMHS O TOM, YTO HeAAJIEKO XUIITHUKH.
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Tonoc He3HakoMIta ObUT Tak ¢1a0, YT0 KpoNMKy MpUIIIOCh HAKJIOHUTBCS K CAMOMY JIWITY 3aii-
YOHKA, YTOOBI pacCIIbIIIATh OTBET.

— Ionpeiryn? — nepecnpocun Kponuk.

3aifYOHOK YyTh 3aMETHO KMBHYJI M CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICA. VIMs OBLIO 3HAKOMO, OJHAKO TIPUTIOM-
HUTD 3aii4oHKa Kponuk He cMor.

— A g Kponuk. Uatu cmoxenis?

[NonpeIryH ene KayHyI royioBoid, Ho Kpomnuk, youpast yaliky v THIKBY OOpaTHO B MEIIOK, U caM
3aro3/JaJ10 MOHSIT OUYEBUIHOCTh OTBeTa. X, ero Obl ceituac Kk BceBenyniemy Crapomy 3aiiiy. .. [Tpu-
TIOJIHSIB U TIOAXBATUB Oej1071ary MoAMBIIKaMu, Kpoinuk ocTOpokKHO, YTOOB! M3JUIIHE HE LIyMETb,
MOTAIWJI €r0 BHU3 10 CKJIOHY B camylo Tyity 3apocieil. Homa okasasiack ropasio Jierye, 4eM OH
npeanosnarai. IIporamys 3ailuoHKa HECKOJIBKO 1aroB, Kponuk 3aMeTus, 4To TOT MBITAETCS YTO-TO
ckazaTb. Kponrk ocTaHOBWICS M CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY Haj iuioM [lonpeiryHa.

— Connrle, — mENOT ObUT €1Ba Pa3IuIMM.

— Comnnuie? — nepecrpocuit o3agaueHHbIil Kponuk.

3allYOHOK C YIBIOKOW KUBHYIL.

— Connue... — 3agymuuBo noBtopui Kpomuk, ornsgpiBasch BOKpyr. — A! Tel xouerb
Ha cosHLe?

[TonpeiryH cHOBa KUBHYII.

— MB&I cHayana crycTumcsi B JIOKOUHKY, a TIOTOM TTOJHUMEMCS TIO JIPYTOil CTOPOHE.

3allYOHOK 4yTh KayHyJ I'OJIOBOM M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY M CBOMM THUXMM ILEMNOTOM IOBTO-
pui mpockOy. Kponuk ¢ comHennem orsinencsi. KoneuHo, 3a To Bpemsi, MOKa OHU CITYCTSTCS] BHU3,
a MOTOM TMOIHUMYTCS Ha PYTOM XOJIM, COJHIIE YKe ycrieeT 3aiTi. Ho momHAThCs 00paTHO O3HAYAIIO
OIIATH MPUOTM3UTHCA K JIArepI0 XUIITHUKOB, Y€ro yke OueHb He XOTeJIOCh.

— ToI 3Haeb, 4TO TYT COBCEM psiiom Hopa Prikero Jluca?

3aituoHOK KuBHYJ. Kponuk oroporesn. Kak ke oH 31ech okazajcs, pa3 3HaJI, YTO Heroja-
NEKy JioroBo xuinHukKa? [TocMoTpeB eig pa3z Ha ymorsione miaza aposxariiero [omnpeiryna, Kpo-
JIMK PeIvICs ¥ MOTAIIMI 3aiY0HKa 00paTHO, BBEPX MO CKJIOHY. [IomHMMAaThCs OKa3anoch Tsokenee,
u Kponuk coBceM BBIOWIICS U3 CHJI, TTOKA JOBOJIOK [lomphiryHa 10 Gosiee OTKPBHITOrO MecTa, Kyaa
eIne maJaJv JIyqu 3axofsiiero coHia. CrapareibHO yIOXWB 3aiiuoHKa, Kpomuk orsiyiesncs. Eme Osl
YYTh-UyTh — M OTKPBLJICS OBl BUJ] HA JIareph XUIITHUKOB. «XOPOIIIO, YTO XOTh BETEP MEPEMEHUIICS» .

3aliYOHOK ke KMYPWJICS OT SPKOTO CBETa U JIOBOJBHO YIIBIOAJICS, XOTS JPOXKaTh MEHbIIE
u He ctas. Kponuk, HaGpaB o OMvkalliiiM KyCTOM CYXHX JIUCTBEB, YKYTaJl O€AHATY U HIENOTOM
3aJaJ1 BOIPOC, MHTEPECYIOIINI €ro ¢ CaMoro Havaja:

— Kaxk xe Tbl 31€Ch OKazascs?

[NonpeIryH MOMBITAJICS OTBETUTH, HO TOJIOC €ro ObUT HACTONIBKO €J1a0 M KaXkJ0e CJIOBO 1aBAJIOCh
C TakuM TpyaoM, 4to Kponuk nmouru HU4Yero He Mor moHsATh. [IOHSB TIIETHOCTh CBOMX MOMBITOK,
00eCCHIIeHHBII 3alTYOHOK 3aMOJIK.

— Tel HaBepHOE ecTb xouelb! — oceHuso Bapyr Kpomuka.

Kak 310 OH cpa3dy 00 3tom He nogymai! Kponuk Opocuiicsi BHU3 TIO CKJIOHY M HapBaJl cBe-
el TpaBbl M MOJIOJIBIX MOOETOB ¢ KycToB. [TonmpeIiryH monpoOoBa MoxeBaTh HUCKOJIBKO TPABUHOK,
HO HUYEro He Moy4miock. OKa3aioch, YTO y HEro MoYTH He OCTasoch 3y0oB. UTo e ¢ HUM Takoe
ciyuniochk?! HeBonbHO BcrioMHMIUCH citoBa CTaporo 3aiia: y KOro eCTh CHJIbI, YTOOBI KyIIaTh, €CTh
Hajiexk/1a Ha uctiesienue. Hy:kHO HenmpeMeHHO HaKOPMUTh HalJEHbIIIA !

— Tebe HyxHa BapEHas eqa, — cKa3ajl OH 3aituoHKY. — Ho 4ToOBI pazkeub KOCTED, HaM MPUIAETCS
OTOWTH OTCIOZIa MOJAJIbIIIE, [IOTOMY YTO 3[1€Ch COBCEM PSIIOM XMIHUKU.

— CosnHIle. .. — OTHUMH TyOaMu 5KajoCTHO MOBTOPHJI [TomphIryH.

— Xopo1110, MBI 31€Ch OCTAHEMCS], TTI0Ka COJTHIIE COBCEM HE CKPOETCHI.

3aiiuoHOK OnarofilapHO YJIBIOHYJICS W 3aKpbUT Tasa. [log TEMmIsIMMU JTydaMu OH TOCTETEHHO
riepecTas ApoKaTh U JIMIIb U3peKa B3aparuBal. Kpommky ke nokost He jaBajia MbICIIb O TOM, Kak Obl
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MX He 3aMeTWIN XUIIHUKHA. He ynepkaBIImCch, OH CHSUI 3allICYHBIA MEIIOK, TIPOTOJI3 YyTh BBIIIE
10 CKJIOHY M 3aIJIsTHYJ Yyepe3 rpedeHb Xoma.

[Iakan BOBCIO XJIOMOTaJ] BO3JIe KOCTPa, KAXETCs, YTO-TO Bapwil B OOJBIIOM ropiike. Boik
CTOsIJT y TIEPBBIX TPEX BKOMAHHBIX B 3eMJTI0 OPEBEH U Yecasl 3aThUIOK.

— JI7151 3TOrO CKBaJIBITM COMAET U Tak! — CKa3asl Iakajl, BUAUMO, POJOJKasl pa3roBop.

— Tak 3ameTHO % OyneT — Poukuid yriusiiur.

— A TBI 3TO OpEBHO ITyOOKO HE BKAITBIBAM.

— Torna maratbcs Oyzaer.

— 3aro Pbrkuii He 3aMeTHT.

Bornk, cxBaTuBIIMCH IBYMsI pyKaMH, TIOATSHYJI BBEPX caMOe KOPOTKOE B YacTOKOJIe OpeBHO,
a 3aTeM MOoIaTajl €ro U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— JlagHO, COMAET, — pelmi BOJIK.

Kpomuk ocropoxHO BepHysicsi 06paTHO. [TonphiryH HENOABMKHO Jiexkan ¢ OlakeHHOH YIbIO-
Kol Ha yimrie. Ecim Obl He IpOXb, MHOT/IA COTpsCAIONIAs 3aifYOHKA, MOKHO ObUIO MOAyMaTbh, YTO
ToT MEPTB. Kposmmk momnpoboBast pa3Bsas3aTh BepEBKY Ha 1iee [lonpeiryHa, HO y3es oKa3asics 3aTsSHyT
CIMIIKOM Kpenko. CoHIle Me/ITIEHHO KaTUJIOCh K 3aKaTy U, HAaKOHell, OJIECHYB JTy4aMH B ITOCIIETHHNA
pas, CKpbUIOCH 32 IEPEBbSIMHU.

[NonpeIryH 3TO 3aMETHJI U OTKPBLI IJ1a3a.

— CorHue. .. — eJie CIBIIIHO IPOIIENTal OH.

— Kperuch, — Kponvk normaaun 6eiHATy 1o 1iedy, — Ternepb NpUAETCs MOTepIeTh JI0 yTpa.

3aKkvHYB MEIIOK 32 CIUHY W TIOJXBATUB 3aYOHKA IMOJMBIIIKAMHU, OH TOBOJIOK €ro BHH3
10 CKJIOHY. BHauasie TamuTh ToIIero HaiaeHslma ObUIO JITKO, HO YeM HUXKE OHH CITyCKaJIMCh, TEM
TyIe JeJ1aauch 3apociv, U TeM TPyIHee CTAHOBUJIOCH MIPOAMPAThCsl CKBO3b HUX. Brobdasok [Momnphi-
T'YH HavaJl CTOHaTh OT 60711, 1 Kponuk 3ano3gano goragaiics, 4To, HaBepHOE, Y HEro 4To-TO CIIOMaHo.
[Mepeiins pydeék, xxypuaiiuii B HU31MHe, KposuK MOHSI, YTO Y HEero MOMpOCTy HE XBATUT CHJT, YTOOBI
MOJHSITHCS C HOIIIEH Ha BTOPOU XOJIM.

Vixe cMepkanock, u Kposuk, B3rssHyB Ha OeqHOro Iposkariero [lonpeiryHa, pemmn ycTpouTh
HOWJIET MPSIMO 3/1€Ch, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO COBCEM OJIM3KO pactoiarajifch XUIHUKK. «A Be/lb s 1ake
HE 3aITyTaJl CJIe/IOB», — MEJIbKHYJIO B TOJIOBE, HO, YTOOBI HE CTPYCHUTH U HE YOeXaTh, 3aifYOHOK OBICTPO
OTOTHAJT TOAOOHBIE MBICIIH.

CKWHYB 3aIlIeYHBbIA MEIIOK, BHE3AITHO CTABIIMN TaKUM TsKENbIM, Kpomuk otramun [Tonpsr-
T'YHA OT py4bsI Ha IECATOK IIIarOB BBIIIIE 10 CKJIOHY U YCTPOMJT OOJIbHOMY HOJACTHIIKY U3 CYXUX JIUCTHEB
TO/T pPaCKUAKUCTOM MBOM. [Tociie HEKOTOPBHIX COMHEHHI OH HaOpaJl XBOPOCTY U Pa3kET psIoM HEOOIb-
10K KOCTEP. Y XUIIHUKOB IO TY CTOPOHY XOJIMa TJIEET CTOJILKO IMHEN OT MOBAJIEHHBIX JEPEBLEB, UTO
ABIM OT 3TOTO KOCTpa OHU BPsI[ JIM 3aMETHIT.

Kponuk BbITalma u3 CBOEro JOPOKHOTO MEIIKa IIMHSHYIO IJIONIKY 1, HAOpaB BOJIbI, TOCTABUI
e€ Ha oroHb. [Toka coBceM He CTeMHENI0, OH TOPOTUTUBO MPOIIENCS BOKPYT U HaOpaJt JIMCThEB U KOpe-
HbEB, KOTOPBIE TIOJIOXKMIT B YaIlKy BapuThcs. Koe-kakue neueOHbie TpaBbl Kpomuk yxe 3Han ot Cra-
poro 3aiilia, HO CaM BBUICYUTH HACTOIBKO OCTa0EBIIEro 3aiiY0HKA B OJIMHOYKY, KOHEUHO e, He MOT.

Hotamuts lonpeiryna 1o 3asubero BexonMest Hedero u aymars: caviukoM jganeko. Ho 3aro
MOHO camomy coerath yTpoM Kk Ctapomy 3aiiity 3a cHagoObssMu. OT Teria koctpa [lonpeiryH nepe-
CTaJI APOKATh M IpeMaJl, pacTUIbIBIINCH B ONlakeHHOM yiblOKe. ToMbKO MHOTAA OH, CUJTBHO B3JJPOTHYB,
OTKPBIBAJI I71a3a, HO IOTOM CHOBA 3achllall.

Hacrynuna Hous. Ha HeOe BbichImanmy 3BE3/pl, B3omUIa JyHa. Kponmk cumen THUXO, crapasch
He OECMOKOUTh 3aiiYOHKA, U JIMIIbh U3PEeAKa TOIKIIAIbIBAI B KOCTEP CYXMX BETOK WJIM MOMENIMBA
JIePEBSHHOM JIOKKOH cofiepskumoe rtolku. VIHOrIa Haji roJIoBOM pa3/iaBajioch pa3ouapoBaHHOE yXa-
HbE KaKoro-HUOyab (puiiMHa, pa3aocagoBaHHOTO TeM, YTO 3aiiuaTa HaIEKHO YKPBUTHCH TIO]] BETBSIMU
VBBl M K HUIM HUKaK He MMOJJIeTETh.
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Koraa BapeBO mpHUroToBMIIOCH, CTOsIA yKe TyOoKass HOub, HO Kpommk, BcE ke pa3Oyaus
[NonpeiryHa, MOKOPMMIJI €ro. 3alluOHOK CyMeJl MPOIJIOTUTh BCEro Mapy JIOKEK MOMYYMBIIErOCs
OyJIbOHA, HO B €r0 COCTOSTHMHU U 9TO yxke Oblio Herwioxo. [Tokymas, [Tonpeiryn cHoBa 3a0buics Oec-
MOKOWHBIM CHOM.

Kponuk TimarenpsHO MoTyIHIMI KOCTEP, YTOOB OH HE TPUBJICKAIT U3JIUIIIHEE BHUMAHKUE, U TOXE
MOMBITAJICS 3aCHYTb, OJHAKO, TIOCMOTPEB Ha OCBEIIEHHOE JIYHHBIM CBETOM JMIo [lonphiryHa, BHe-
3aITHO pelnyI He I0XKUAaThesl yTpa. HaBepHsKa mataTbest o HOYHOMY Jiecy He OracHee, 4eM pa3ou-
BaTh JIarepb BO3JIE CaMOTO JIOTOBA XUIIHUKOB. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE TaK MPHUBHIKJIN K OUEBUHOMY,
YTO HUKTO HE JKJET OT MPOCTOr0 3aYOHKA KAKMX-TO HOUHBIX IMOXOKICHUM.

Kpomuk nopHsiiics, nogpickai cede Nmajky, YToObl OTTOHSITh MEPHATHIX OXOTHUKOB, U 3aKUHYJT
JOPOXHBI MEIIOK 34 CIMHY. YCIBIIIAB ero mpurotosiaeHus, [lonpeiryn oTkpsul rmasa. HaBepHoe,
MOAYMaJI, YTO XOUY CJMHATh. KpOonuK Mofomen K 3aii4OHKY.

— 41 BepHYCB.

[TornpbiryH nomoTas roinoBou.

— He napno... 5 yxe He xwunen, — cymen pazoOparb Kpoivk, HAKJIOHMBIIMCH K OOJBHOMY. —
371ech ONacHo. ..

OH nbiTascs cKa3aTh YTO-TO €IlE, HO CUJIbl OCTABUJIM €T0.

— 41 BepHyCh, — noBTOpUJI KpOJuK.

[MpuxBatuB manky, Kpomuk oTmpaBuics B MyTh C TBEPIBIM HaMEpeHHEM J00paThCs
1o 3asubero Bexonmbs. V1T 1o HOUHOMY JieCy OKa3aJloch TOpas3zio CTpallHee, YeM OH Mperonara.
HesicHble TeHM B JIUCTBE [IEPEBbEB M 3apOCIsX KyCTOB OyIWiIM camble TOTaéHHBIE CTpaxu. TOJIbKO
MBICTTb O TOM, 4TO [TonphIryHy HEKOMY IOMOYb KpOME HEro, He Jajia MOBEPHYTh OOPaTHO.

OpnHako, co BpeMeHeM OH TIOOOBBIK ¥ BITOJTHE OCBOUJICSI C HOYHBIM ITyTelecTBHeM. TanHCTBeH-
HbIe TEHW OKa3aJMCh OOJIbIIEH YaCThI0 BCEro JIMIIb MPUYYJIMBON UTPOH JIYHHOTO CBETa B BETBSIX,
MEHBIIIEH YacCThI0 — HOYHBIMH OOHMTATENSIMU Jieca, TAKMMU Ke MyTIMBBIMH, KaK ¥ caM 3aiY0HOK.

Heckomnbko pa3 Kposuk 4yTh He cOMICS C ITyTH, XOTSI JieC 3HAJI XOPOIIO. XOPOIIO XOTh CBETHJIA
JIyHa, a TO B TIOJIHOW TEMHOTE HEMYAPEHO ObLIO M 3a0IyauThes. .. JJoOpaBIIMCh O JIOMIMHBI, YTO
nox 3assupuM BexonmmbeM, yike MopsiiouHo yeTaBiuii Kpoiuk pasrisiaen cpeay JepeBbeB TaIEKuil
oroHék ot koctpa Craporo 3aiina. Ha gyrie cpa3y norerienno, v 3ail4OHOK YCKOPUIT IIary.

[NonbéMm Ha XoMM OTHSUT mocnenHue cuibl. CTapuK MUPHO Jpemall, CU/isl Y CBOEro KOCTpa,
HO Cpas3y ke BCTperneHyJIcsl M OTKPBLT I71a3a, eqBa Kpomuk, Tsokeso JIplma, CTYI BHYTPb JKIJTHIIA.
Ceituac mpua€Tcss MHOTO€ OOBSICHUTB, M Pa3roBOp, 3Hasi HETOPOIUIMBYI0O MaHEPy CTapUKa, MOXKET
3aTSIHYTBCS. . .

— Y10 CIIyYnsoch, CBIHOK? — HEOKMIAHHO Cpasy ke CIIPOCUI MyJIpell.

— 4 naweén IomnpeiryHa. ..

— Ilonpeiryna?

— OH coBceM IJIOX. .. — KponuK omycTusIcs Ha IMHOBKY, YTOOBI HEMHOT'O MepeoXHYTh. — Kak
s Toraa... EMy HykHO 1esieGHOe cHao0be. . .

— IlomawuTcs, — noxeBaB rydamu, ckazan Crapbiii 3asil, — JBe JYHBl Ha3a]] 3TOro 3aiiYoHKa
HUKaK He MOIJIM HAITH €ro Jpy3bsl. ..

Borpekn oxugaHusM cTapuk He cTaji OoJjbllle HM O YéM CIpallvMBaTh, & BCKOUMJI C MeCTa
1, OBICTPO MIPOWISACH MO KWJIMIITY, BBITAIIMI HEOOJBIIONW MENIOYEeK CYIIEHBIX TPaB U MAJCHbKYIO
BBIJIOJIOJICHHYIO THIKBY C Mas3blo.

— ThI cam 3Haelb, YTO HYKHO J€J1aTh, CHIHOK.

Kponuk kuBHYI H, yCTao MOAHSABIIUCE, YOpasl CHA100bsI B CBOI MEIIIOK.

— MHe HyXHO UATH.

Boate Bixona oH 06epHysics. CTapuk CTOsUT CTUHOM K KOCTPY, U 3aiYOHOK HE MOT BHJIETh €T0
JMLIA.

— 51 00s13aTenbHO BEpHYCh, JAeIyIIKA.
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Craperii 3asin kuBHYI, M Kposmk oTripaBuiicsi B 0OpaTHBIH Iy Th. XOPOIIO, YTO yYUTETh HA HETO
He cepautcsi! BriepBble 3a ctonbko qHel, Kponrk noayBcTBOBa ce0s1 yMUPOTBOPEHHBIM, HECMOTPS
Ha OKMJIAIONINE €TO Briepeu 3a00Thl.

Kak 3aifuoHOK He TOpoIuiICs, 10OpaThCs JO MecTa CyMeJ JIMIIb K YTPY, KOI/a YXe paccBerio.
[NonpeIryH jexan Ha MpekKHEM MeCTe W BeCh APOKaAJ BMECTE C JIUCThSIMH, KOTOPHIMU OBbUT YKYTaH.
[Tpu Buze Kponrka oH yIbIOHYICS ¥ TOMBITAICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh. [IpUIIIOCh HAKJIOHUTHCS K CAMOMY
JIAITY, YTOOBI PACCIIBINIATS.

— 3aueM BepHYyJICA. .. 5 ke roBopul... 31ech OacHO. ..

«OnuH pa3 51 yxe CMaIOAYITHUYA U YIIED», — nogyMai Kponuk.

— I mpunéc cHanoObst ot Ctaporo 3aiiia, — cka3all OH BCIYX M Jpykecku noxjonai [lonpeirysa
1O TUIeYy.

INocne 6eccoHHOI HOUM CHITBHO TSIHYJIO KO CHY, HO Kpomuk, coOpaB nociieqHue Cuitbl, pa3ker
KOCTEp U, IOKA TOTOBHWJICS] OTBAp, HAHEC 11e/IeOHYI0 Ma3b Ha MHOTOYMCIIEHHbIE IIAPANIMHBI M CCAIMHBI
3aityoHKa. OT Ter1a KocTpa u ropsiuero orsapa [lonpeiryH corpesicsi 1 HakOHell-TaK| MepecTa Apo-
Katb. EMy, Kaxkercs, Aaxe cTajo jgydiie. X0oTelI0Ch pacCpoCUTh, Kak OH 37iech okaszasicsl. Ho npuces
psinom ¢ [Monpeirynom, Kposiuk nogyBcTBoBas, 4YTo GOPOTHCS CO CHOM HET HUKAKUX CHJI. ..

Korzaa on npocHysics, AeHb yike OMu3miIcs K noyaHio. Kponyk Hanmows 60J16HOT0 OTBApOM emié
pa3 u, B3JISHYB HA JIbIM B HeOe, MOJHUMAIOIIUIACS C JPYrod CTOPOHBI X0JIMa, CKa3al:

— HyXHo0 yxoguTs o1Croaa.

— Vxoou oquH. .. S BCE paBHO. .. He xwiell. .. Tebe He cracTu MeHs. . .

[TpousHocs 3Ty )XyTKME clloBa, [TonpeiryH ocTaBajcsi COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM. BynTo peub
IIJ1a BOBCE He 00 ero Ku3HU. KpomK HEeBOJIBHO OMIsAET U3MOKIEHHOTO U OCIA0EBINEro 3aiiY0HKa
Y OTBEJ 1a3a. MUPUTBCS C TaKOM MPaB/IOi HE XOTEIOCh.

— 41 "He ocrapm0 TeOsT yMUPATh 3/1eCh OIHOTO, — TBEPAO cKazasl Kponuk.

— 51 He Gotoch cmeptu. .. EcTb Belw. .. ropasio... ropasjio CTpaliHee CMepTHu. ...

Te e cyoBa, 4TO rOBOPUJI CTapblil MyApell. .. YTo ke nepexkus1 3TOT 3aiiYOHOK ?

— Pacckasxwu, 9to ¢ TOOOH CIIyYrIIoCh.

Jenast mocTosiHHbBIE TIay3bl U3-3a ciadocty, [lonmpeiryn Havan cBoit pacckas. Kpomuk ciymad,
3artauB AbixaHue. OpHax sl Houblo [lonpeiryna noviMan Peokuil Jluc. XUIIHUK, BONPEKU OXUAA-
HUSIM, HE CTaJl ero yOMBaTh, a MPUTAIII B CBOIO HOPY, Iie IPUBS3AJ K JIEPEBSIHHON KOJIOIE U JIaXe
Jajt Boabl U Tpasbl. Ho 3aliYOHOK OT cTpaxa He MOT HU €CTh, HU UTh. OH HE NMPUTPOHYIICA K €]e,
Ja’ke KOr/a JIMC yIIEN, OCTaBUB €r0 B TEMHOTE.

Uepe3 HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi, BEPOSITHO, YKE CJIELYIOIEH HOUblO, XUIITHUK IIPUBOJIOK B MOA3EME-
Jbe U MpHBsA3ai eme aBoux 3aidar: Kporkoro u BontyHa. OT cTpaxa OHM HUYEro He COOOpaxalw,
HO [TonphIryH, Kak CTapouji, MOMOT UM MPUATH B ceOsl.

3aiiyata cuienu, MpUBSI3aHHbIE BTPOEM K KOJIOZE, B KPOMEIIHOW TeMHoTe. OHUM Tepsiich
B JIOTaJIKax, U1 4ero ux 3aech aepxkut Peokuil Jluc. MHorga, HaBepHOe, OMH WM [1Ba pa3a B J€Hb
B TeMHMILy 3axoaui Peikuid Jluc, nmpuHocun TpaBbl U Bojbl. [oka OH HMKOro He Tporaji, HO €ro
YJIBIOKA TTPY KaK/I0OM TIOCEIIEHNH BBI3bIBAJIA Y 3aiYaT yxkKac.

HewusBectHo, ckosbKO NpoIio BpeMeHU. [ieHHUKY noTepsiv c4eT JHAM BO Mpake Moja3eMe-
Jibst. XOTb JIUC ¥ IPUHOCKII €1y, 3aiiyarTa eJId MaJjio ¥ XyJeJIM ¥ YaxJIy IPSMO Ha [Jla3ax. Y HUX Hayalu
maTaThes ¥ Bhimagath 3yosl. Ho mepeeiM ciér Kpotkwuit. Jluc teneps Gonbiie He yibioasncs. [lonpsi-
T'YH BCE Yallie 3aMevall XMypoe 1 03a004eHHOE JIUIIO XUIIHUKA IIPH CBETE CBEUH, KOTOPYIO TOT BCEraa
NpUHOCKI ¢ coOoit. ToBapuIy cTapaiuch BHIXOOUTH KpOTKOro, HO BCKOpE TOMY CTaJIo COBCEM XYJIO.
Jlvc oTBsA3a 60IBHOTO OT KOJIOAB! U YHEC. Borbine KpoTkoro 3aituara He BUCIH.

Cpazy nocrie storo 3a6omnen bontyH. B onHo u3 cBoux mocenienuil Peikuii JIvic 3ameTwt 310
Y CWJIKOM 3acTaBujl bosiTyHa cheCcTh MPUHECEHHYIO €1y. TOT Moj yrpo3aMu UCIPABHO BCE MPOIJIO-
THJI, OTHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO JOBOJIbHBIA COOOM JIUC CKPBUICS 32 JBEPHIO, 3AMYOHKA TYT K€ BBIPBAJIO.
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Ho crnepyoero npuxoga XUIIHUKA bonTyH yxe He noxui. [lonpbiryH BHE3alHO MOHsLI, YTO €ro
KJET Ta K€ y4acTh.

— Kak 6yaro 310 He OBUIO SICHO C CaMOTro Havasa, — CKa3all, YCMeXHYBIIHUCh, [IoNpBITYH 1 3aKalil-
JSATICA.

Kponuk man nonutek oTBapa 3aii4OHKY, ¥ TOT, OT/IBIIABIINCH, TIPOJOJIKUI CBOW pacckas. [Ipu-
XOAMJIOCh HAKJIOHATHCSI K CAMOMY JIMITY OOJBHOTO, YTOOBI PACCIHIBIIIATE €r0 CIAOBIN HIEMOT.

[Tocne aByx cmepreii Poixuii Jluc cran y)acHO pa3IpaxkvTeNbHBIM U MPU KaXJIOM Clydyae
HOPOBWJI 1aTh TyMaka. OH TIIaTeIbHO caeauI, YToObl [lonphiryH npsamo npu HEM 10eaal BCIO PHHe-
cénnyio nvity. Ho ects TpaBy paciiaTaBmmmucs 3ydamMy CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE TpyaHee. Ero crano BhIpbI-
BaTh OT HE pa3kEBAHHOW MUIIK. [TONMPHITYH yKe 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO KOHel| O1m30K. CMepTh He CTpa-
[IWJIA, OH KU1 €€ KaK U30aBJIcHNA.

— $1 TonpKO XOTeN yBUAETDH B MOCTIEAHUIN pa3 COJMHIIE, — yIbIOHYICS [TonphiryH.

OnHax I JIMC OYeHb TOPOIJICS U, YXOAs1, 3a0bLT 3a1iepeTh 3a COOO0M IBEPh TEMHHUIIbI, TIOTOMY
YTO 3aiYOHOK HE YCIIBIIAN MPUBBIYHBIN IIYM 3ac0oBa. Takoil BO3MOKHOCTBIO HEJb3sl ObLIO HE BOC-
nosnb3oBaThesa! TlonpeiryH cam yaMBUIiICS, OTKyAa y HEro B3sulMCh CUIbl. OH HalloJIOBUHY MEPETEP
00 KOJIO/ly, HAallOJIOBUHY TEPerpbi3, MOTEPsIB YacTh 3yOOB, BEPEBKY, KOTOPOM ObLT MPUBS3aH.

BriOpaBivch U3 TEMHHMIIBI, OH B MOJTHOW TEMHOTE Ha OLIYMb JBUHYJICS JaJIbIIe M0 TyHHEJTO.
OH He uMes HA MaJIeHIIero NpecTaBIeH s, Kak BHIOpaThCsl U3 IOI3EMeJTbs, HO YIIPSIMO IIEN BOEPE.
BHe3sarHo Briepey MesbKHYIT OTONIECK cBeTa, U [1oMphIryH, MOIaBIINCh B CTOPOHY, IOPKHYJI B KAKOH-
TO GOKOBOMU MPOXOI.

Jlepach 3a CTEHKHM TyHHEJIsl, 3aifUOHOK MPOJBUTAJICS JAaibIle. DTa 4acTh HOPBI OblIa yxke:
BBITSIHYB PYKH B CTOPOHBI, [IONpHIryH AOTATMBajICA A0 00erX CTeHOK rpoxona. [Tocmbimanocs xKyp-
YaHue BOJbl, U BCKope [1onphIryH cTymuiI HOroi B X0J10/] BOAHOTO MOTOKA. [TOK py THBIIIMCH, OH MOHSL,
YTO J0OpAJICs A0 TYIHUKA.

Kyna teneps maru? Biyxknas B 9TOM MOA3eMHOM JIAOMPUHTE B KPOMEIIHOW ThME, MOXKHO
3aIpoCTO YrofuTh 00paTtHo B pyku Poukemy Jlucy. Jlyume cmepts. BHesanHo lonpeiryHa oceHuo.
Bona! Hapyxy moxet BoiBecTr Bofga. M IlonpeiryH, pemmBImch, HaOpas B JIETKUE MOOOJbIIE BO3-
ayxa u Opocuiicsi B pydeid. [ToTok 3aBepTesn U MOHEC CO CTPAIIHOW CUJIOH, Opocasi Ha MOA3EMHbBIE
CKaJIbI. ..

OuHyics 3aiTYOHOK yXke CHapykH, Ha Oepery pydbs. CTosiia HOUb, HO TIOCIIE MTOA3EMEITbs OHA
MoKa3aslachb TakoW sICHOU M cBewioi! TlonpeiryH, Bech Jposka, MOMOJI3 BBEPX MO CKJIOHY MOJAJbIIIE
OT Bofibl. Bc€ Tesno tommsio ot 601, HO OH OBUT Ha CBOOOJIE M YIIOPHO TION3 BIIEPE.

— Ilepen cMepThIO 51 TOJIBKO XOTEJ YBUAETh COJHLIE, — 3aKOHYMII [TonphiryH.

Kponuk Hamons oTBapoM 3ail90HKA, U TOT, COBEPIIEHHO 00ECCHJIEBIINI MOCIIE JIONTOro pac-
CKaza, 3a0bUICs TPEBOKHBIM CHOM. HecMOTpsi Ha yCTanocTh, 3afYOHOK BPOZIE BBIIJISIIE HEMHOTO
ayudrre. Heroxo ObU1o Obl, KOHEYHO, YITH MOAANBINE U3 3TUX MECT, HO TPEBOXKUTh U TaK HACTpa-
nasuerocs [lonpeiryna Kposuk He pemwicsi. 3aueM, uHtepecHo, Pookuil Jluc aepikain stux 3aidyar
y ce0s1 B Hope? YTo ke oH 3aaymain? Besib BOJIK € IIaKaIoOM TOXe YTO-TO BO3BOAST IO IPUKA3y JIUCA. . .

Kponuk pa3xér KocTép, 4ToObl MPUTOTOBUTh HOBBI OTBAp, a CaM TOAHSIICS HaBEpX, YTOOBI
enl€ pa3 B3MISIHYTh HA XUIIHUKOB, BEPHEE, HA TO, YTO UMHU CTporyiock. Kpomuk ycmexnysncs. Eme
HECKOJIBKO JIHE! Ha3aJl OH HU 3a 4TO Obl He PEIIUJICs B3IIAHYTh HAa XUIITHUKOB. [IpaB Crapbiii 3asii:
CTpax He TaK BEJIMK, KOrJa BUJUILb BCE CBOMMHU IIa3aMHU.

KocTpoB ¢ Toi1 cTOpOHBI X0JIMa TOpesIo yKe He TaK MHOT'O: BOJIK C IIAKaJIOM 3aKOHYMJIM 3aro-
TaBJMBaTh OpEBHA. Ternepb XUIHUKYM BKarbiBaId OpEBHA y Kpask BBIPOBHEHHOTO TUIATO B BEPIIIMHE
oBpara TakMM 00pa3oM, UTO C TPEX CTOPOH IUIOMIAJKA YIHpaiach B CKJIOHBI OBpara, a ¢ 4YeTBEPTON
CTOPOHBI — B YaCTOKOJI.

Uro xe 310 3a moctporka? Jloragarecs MpocTo Tak ObUIO HemocwibHO i1 Kpommka. Bos-
MosxHO, Ctapblil 3asiil cymeeT pasrajaath 3ambices Poikero Jluca. ..
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Korga Kponuk crycrusicsi 0OpaTHO B JIOHIMHY, BOAA B TUIOMIKE yxke 3akuriena. CaenaB oTBap
U TOTYIIMB KOCTEP, OoH pa3Oyaui [lonpeiryHa. BonbHOWM crenan yepe3 CUily HECKOJBKO TJIOTKOB
U YABIOHYJICS, YTOOBI pHOOOApUTH Kpomnmka.

— $1 Xo4y BUIETh COJIHIIE, — OTKMHYBIIKCH Ha JIEKaHKY, rpouienTai [lonpsiryH.

Kpomuk cHauana o6padotan masbio panbl [lonpbiryHa, a 3aTeM Hajlerke MOTAIllWI ero BBEpX
T0 CKJIOHY, JieJiasi 4acThle OCTAHOBKH, YTOOBI OTIIOXHYTh CAMOMY U JaTh MEPEBECTH IyX OOJBHOMY.
Bor Tak, 1o 4yTh-4yTh MOKHO neperauTh [lonpeiryHa nogansiie or Hopsl Peixkero Jluca. [Toka on
B CWJIaX IIUTh OTBAp, €CTh HAAEKA. ..

JoGpaBmvck 10 BepIIMHBI X0aMa, Kponrk y Kpast HeOOJBIION JTyKalKy MOyI0OHee YIOKIIT
[NonpeiryHa, ¥ TOT, 3aKPBIB IJ1a3a, ONaKEHHO YJIBIOHYJICS MO/l COTHEYHBIMU JTyYaMH.

— Cnacu6o. .. — npomtentan [TonpeiryH.

Kponuk nprHEC ¢ mpekHero Mecra OCTaBILMECS BELU M pacroyoxuics psagom. [lonpsiryHn
BECh JIeHb CIIaJl, HACTIaX JAJICSI COJTHLIEM M Oosiblie yike He qpoxkai. 3penka Kponuk gaBan 6ompHOMY
cHa/100be 13 TpaB. XoTs [TonpeIryH aesas TOJMbKO ITIOTOK-IPYToi, 1a U TO C BUIUMBIM YCUIIUEM, 3TO
OBLIIO HETLJIOXO.

Houslo 3apsaun muBenb. Kponuk nepeHéc OONMBHOTO TMOJ IePeBO, KaK MOKHO JIydllie YKPbUI
u ykyTaji. Ho u3-3a BeTpa, MOCTOSIHHOTO JTYBILIETO 37€Ch, Ha BEPIIMHE X0IMa, 00a 3aiYOHKa OBICTPO
MTPOMOKJIM HAaCKBO3b W 3aMEp3iu. Kponmuk mpoboBas pazkedb KOCTEP, HO U3 ITOW 3aTed HUYETO
HE IOy YHJIOCh.

Tonbko K yTpy Ty4d pa3oLUIUCh, U A0XKAb MpeKpaTuiics. [IonpeiryH cuiibHO Jposkal U Havasl
OpenuTh, IIerrya 4To-To HecBsi3Hoe. Enpa pacceeno, Kpomnuk 6pocuiicst uckath cyxoi xBopoct. Ho Hu
KOCTEp, HH TOpsTYMil OTBap He nmoMoru npusecty [lonpeiryHa B uyBctBo. HyxHo Obl cOerats k Cra-
pomy 3aiilly 3a COBETOM M TpaBaMH, HO KaK OCTaBUTb OOJIBHOTO OJJHOTO HA IIEJIbIN JeHb?

Kpomuk penmn He cnaBatbesi. OH BCE yTPO U BECh JJEHB KET KOCTEP, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4TO yXke
B30IIJIO COJHIIE, W mows1 orBapoM [lonpeiryHa. Jlumib mocsie nosyaHsi 3aiYOHOK HAKOHEI[ OTKPbLT
raza. Yeuzes nepen co6oi Kponuka c rutomkoi B pykax, [TonpeiryH yisiOHyscs.

— Tl ew€ 3mech?.. 1 ke rOBOpUIL. .. 51 HE KUJIELL. . .

— Bor yBuauiib, Bc€ Oyaer xoporio. — M3-3a yCTaJIOCTH BBIIIUIO HE CIUIIKOM YOEAUTETbHO.

— 4l He 3Har0. .. 3aUueM Hac Jepkai B cBoell Hope Poikuii Jlvc, — coBa Tskeno 1aBajich ocnad-
nenHomy Ilornpeiryny. — Ho oH 3agymait. .. 4To-TO yKacHOE. ..

A Bejib el11é ecTh BOJIK U IIaKaJ, mpo KoTopeix Kponuk He cran Huyero roBopuTh [lonpeiryny!

— 51 xouy, 4TOOHI. .. TH pacckazan Bc€ Crapiry... OH HaBepHsIKa J0ragaeTcs. . .

— 4 cerogHs Kak pa3 K Hemy cOOMPAIOCh.

[TorpbiryH 4yTh 3aMETHO KMBHYJI U 3aKPbL1I I71a3a.

— Pacckaxu Crapity, — npouienTai oH eme pas.

O60apEHHBIN TeM, YTO OOJIBHOW HAKOHEI[-TO OUHYJICs, KpoMK KUHYJICS TOTOBUTS €IIE OTBapa.
HemHoro octyauB cHagoObe, cHATOE ¢ KocTpa, Kpomuk npucesn psaom ¢ [TonpeIryHOM. .. ¥ BBIPOHUI
wiomky. Be€ Obuto koHueHo. Ha mma3za HaBepHyIUCh ¢i€é3bl. OH BAPYT BCIIOMHMJI, YTO OTHAK/IbI
BUJIEJI 3TOTO 3alYOHKA 0 €ro ucye3HoBeHus. [IonphiryH JOOMI MPHIraTh ¥ HE MOT U MTHOBEHUS
YCUIETh Ha OJHOM MECTE.

Kpomuk He 3Han, CKOJIBbKO BpeMeHHM OH cujel M miakain. B ce6s Kpomuk mpummén ot 6omm
B Hore. J10JIro He MOT MOHSATb, YTO CIIyYUJIOCh C HOTroi. KaskeTcs, omapuii ropsuuM oTBapoM, KOorjaa
0oOpoHWI TIOMIKY. KoMK BCTal ¥ TOJIBKO TOTJa OCO3HAN, HACKOJIBKO YCTAJI.

B mamsaTu Bt cioBa Craporo 3atina. [Tpupona ycrpoeHa Tak, uto 3ailiaMm JOKHO yoe-
ratb. Ho Beb 3TO He Bcerja momoraer. .. Xopoio Obl HAlTH Kakoe-HUOYJb YKPOMHOE MECTEUKO ISl
nocneqHero npuctanuia [onpeiryna. Kponuk ornsaencs. Xots HeT, [lonpbiryHy 6osblie MoHpaBu-
J0ch OBI 371€Ch, HA CAMOH BEPIIMHE XOJIMAa, TJIe POCTOPHO U CBETUT COJIHIIE.

Kponuk naskoi BeIpbUT HEOOBIIYIO SIMY, THO KOTOPOM BBUTOKII JTUCTBIMU. OCTOPOKHO OITy-
CTWJI TyJa Tesio apyra. Mormiy OH 3akambiBasl CKBO3b Ci1E3bl. CBepxy Kponuk cioxua HeOOIbIIyo
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rOpKy U3 KaMHel. 3eMJIs1 Oblia elié BiakHas Mocsie oK, U 3aiiYOHOK Bech Nepenaukasics. Hacriex
BBITEPEB PYKH, OH MPHUCEIT BO3JIE MOTUJIbI.

V:ke Bedepesno. He xorenoch HUYEro 1e1ath, TOJIBKO JIEUb U 3aCHYTh. BCOMHWIKCH MOCIEqHUE
cyioBa Jipyra. 3aBTpa o0s3atebHO Hano noitu K Crapity. HyxkHO MHOTOE pacckaszarh, MHOTOE CITPO-
cuthb. Jla eme He Memaio Obl IJISTHYTh, YTO TaM MIOHACTPOUJIM BOJIK C IaKajiom i Peikero Jluca.

Mpiciv myTanuch, rjia3a CAUMAIUCD... 3alYOHOK YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3aChIMAeT MPSMO 371€eCh,
BO3Jie Morwisl [ompeiryHa. ..

42



2. SpoB. «Poxnenue nerenapl. Poman-ckaska»

I'1aBa 6. 3aliyaTHUK

Korga Gapcyk 3amén B TOCTHHYIO, CBEUM yXke ObLIM 3a3KKeHbl, a Ppikuil JIuc cuien B CBOEM
Kpeclie B PEKPACHOM PACHONIOKEHUH JyXa U YTO-TO HareBas cede moj HOC.

— Jlo6poe yTpo, X035UH, — HEMHOTO YAMBJIEHHO MO3/I0pOBacs 0apcyK. — UTO-TO ThI CErOqHS
PaHO MOAHSIICA.

— HouHas oxoTa JBYX JHEBHBIX CTOMT, — BECEJIO OTO3BAJICH JIUC.

Bapcyk pasznoxkun 3aBTpak Ha CTOJNE M JEJMKATHO OTOIIEN HA HECKOJIBKO IAroB. XO3sIMH
C 3aBUAHBIM AIMETUTOM TOTYAC K€ MPUHSLICS YIJIETaTh KOITYEHOE MSICO.

— Oxora 6bu1a ygauHasi?

—O na!

— [pukasxkenib ocBexkeBaTh 100bIYY?

Bapcyk He mo0u1 3TOro jenarh, HO 3T0 BXOAUJIO B €ro 00si3aHHOCTU. TOJIBKO MHOTIA, OYeHb
penko, X03sIMH caM CBeXeBaJl IOMMaHHYI0 T0ObIUY, €CJIH, KaK OH caM roBapuBall, OHa TOrO CTOMJIA.

— Iloka He HykHO, — XOXOTHYJI JIHC.

Yto ke 310 3a J0ObIYa?

— Kakwue OynyT ykazanus no nopoay ooena, Xo3siuH?

— [IpuroToBb-Ka ceropHs 4To-HUOYAb 31aKoe. — JIMC 3ayMYnBO MPOYEPTU B BO3AYXE KPYT
KOITYEHBIM NTUYBUM OKOPOUYKOM. — 7KapeHylo OJIEeHVHY.

— byner ucnionneno, Xo3sauH.

JIuic OBICTPO yMSIT HOXKKY U BAPYT CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak ngymaenis, [logrupa, MOXET, MHE CEMBIO 3aBECTH ?

Borpoc coBcem cOmt 6apcyka ¢ TONKY, U OH, BCET/ia TOTOBBIN MOJIAKHYTh, ake He HAIIENCs,
410 OTBeTUTH. IHOra X035MH JII0OUIT pa30TKPOBEHHUYAThCS.

—IIpaBaa, mpuaETCss HEMHOTO PACIIMPUTD HOPY, — ITponosika Perkuii. — HyxHa Oyner nerckast
KOMHara 1jis1 Oyaymux JucsAt. Y otnenbHble TIOKOW 11 MEHs, Tie 1 MOr Obl padoTaTh, MIOCKOJIBKY
JETH BCErAa CO3Al0T MHOIO IIyMa.

— Kak ckaxenib, X0351H, — OTOIIEN OT CTyropa 6apcyk.

— 4 cnpuuan, y Pednsix XoamoB nocenuiiack Moniogasi KpacuBas jucuia. Bo3aMoxxHO, oHa
coriacuiach Obl HA MOM yXa)KUBAHUSI.

— Hecomuenno, Xo3gaud!

— Ecnu Tonmbko, — mno Peokero Haxmypuiioch, — OHa He MPOCIBIIAa 0 MOEM CIIA00YMHOM
Opare Heponuce. K coxanenuio, u3-3a Hero gypHasi cliaBa O MOEU CeMbe PaclpOCTPAHUIACH JATIEKO
3a Mpeesibl Hallero Jeca.

— Jaxe Oyayuu ciabOyMHBIM, BaIll OpaT BCE paBHO OCTaBAJICS XUITHUKOM, 51 TyMal0, — 3aMeTHJT
6apcyk, BCIIOMHUHAs TYTOLYMHOro Bosika besnoro.

— VBbi! CkonbKkO MO OTell He crapaiics, Hemonuc Tak U He Haydwiicsh OXOTUTbCS. 3a CBOIO
HEJIONTYIO J)KU3Hb, & YMEP OH €IlE JIMCEHKOM, OH He NorMMaJ Aaxe Myxu. Ilurasncs oH, Tl He moBe-
pHILIb, BCAKUMU KOpeHbsIMU U TpaBaMu. CoBceM Kak 3asll. [Jaxxe BCHOMUHATh CTBIIHO.

Bapcyk takTuHO MOm4an. Xo3gMH OT HAIUTBIBIIMX BOCIIOMUHAHWM TOTPYCTHEN, BIIPOYEM,
HEHaJ0JITO.

— Ho Huuero, — cxxeBaB ouepe/HON KYCOK MsICa, JIUC BHOBb 3ayJIBIOAJICS. — 32 3TO JIETO 51 CTaHy
TaK 3HAMEHUT, YTO Bce 3a0yAyT He TobKo Iipo Henonuca, Ho u ipo camoro YepHoOypa. CeromHs st
MOVMaJI ¥ MOCAIW B 3aYaTHUK MIEPBOTrO 3aMYOHKA.

Tak BOT Kakylo JOObIUY IIPUHECTa HOYHAS OXOTa.

— A CKOpO 3ai1yaT CTaHeT CTOJIbKO, YTO MHE J1a)e MPUIAETCA HAaHATh TOMOIIIHUKOB!

— IomonHrkoB?! — yIUBIEHHBIN BO3IIIAC BBIPBAJICS Y OapcyKa MOMHUMO €rO BOJH.
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Tak BOT Kakue MaciTaOHbIe ujier BhHAIMBaI Xo3suH! U, misas Ha yBepeHHOCTh, CKBO3UB-
IIyI0 B K&XKJIOM CJIOBE, B KQX/IOM KecTe JIMca, TIOHEBOJIe BEPUJIOCh: BCE TaK U OyJeT.

— Jla, HECKOJIBKHMX IIAKAJIOB, a Takke 6apcykoB. CTapimM HaJl IIakajiaMu s octasiio besoro.
I'maBHBIM Haj 6apcykam, cranenns Tol, [lontupa. Bot yBuauib, BparctBo Peikero Jluca neperio-
HeT BparctBo YepHoOypa, a MHOropyuerinblii Jlec HapeKyT B 4ecTb MeHs1 Ppikosecbem.

X031H OpPOCHIT U3TPHI3EHHYIO KOCTh B TAPEJIKy M, BCTaB M3-3a CTOJA, JIOBOJIBHO TOTSHYIICS.

— Pa30Oynu MeHst K MOJyaHIo.

— Cnymaioch, X0351H.

Jluc, 3eBas, ymen k cede B CajibHIO, OapcyK ke 3aHsuics aenamu. CHavasia, Kak 0ObIYHO, OH
npuOpasIcs B BEpXHEN YaCTH HOPBI, 2 TOTOM MPUHSLICS CTpANaTh 00e/. 3akazaHHoe X039MHOM OJTI0/I0
TpeOOoBaJIo MPUJIMYHOTO BPEMEHHU U JTydIlie TIOATOTOBHUTH BCE 3apaHee. Bapcyk pa3ker Ha KyxHe oyar,
HaOMB /10 oTKa3a ApoBamu. CHeras B KJI1aJ0BYIO, OH MPUHEC KYCOK OJIEHUHBI M HATEP €ro CIIeIUAIBHO
3aCyIIEHHBIMH IS TOTO TPaBaMH.

Bapcyk momoxaat, moka ApoBa MporopsAT A0 yIJIed, U TOJIBKO MOTOM HAcaui MsICO Ha BepTel
Y MOCTaBUII B ouar. Ha KyxHe cTajio HeBBIHOCUMO KapKO, TPUXOAUIIOCH IIOCTOSTHHO BHIXOJUTH XOTSI ObI
B KOpU10p. YO€AMBIIUCh, YTO OJICHUHA He OOYIJIMBAETCSI, 8 UMEHHO XapuTcs, 0apcyK MO3BOJIII cede
OBICTPEHBKO CTOHSTH BHU3, YTOOBI MIEPEKYCUTHh CAMOMY.

Tenepb TpeOOBAIOCH JIMIIIL BpeMsi OT BPEMEHHU MIOBOPAYMBATh BEPTEII, YTOOBI MSICO TIPOKAPHU-
BaJIOCh paBHOMepHO. Koria MsIco mpUrotoBIIIOCh, OapCyk MOJIOKII €r0, He pa3pe3asi, Ha OOJbIIYIo
[JIMHSIHYIO TapesiKy U TOCHINall CBEPXY CBEXKHUM 3eJIEHBIM JIYKOM, 32 KOTOPBIM IPHIIUIOCH COerarh
HaBepX. XO03s1H JIIOOWI BKYCHO KyIIaTbh.

Bapcyk monHéc 000 B TOCTHHYO, HO OyIWTh JIUca HE MPUIUIOCh. TOT, BUIUMO, ykKe caM
MIPOCHYJICSI OT 3amaxa KapeHOro Msca, pasJieTeBIIErocs Mo HOpe, TMOCKOJBbKY Cpa3y K€ BbIIIe
U3 CBOEH CMaJbHHU, e/1Ba 0apCyK MOCTaBUJI TapesiKy Ha cToi. Peukuil Jluc ycelncs U, BBITAIMB CBOM
HOX, HA4aJl pe3aTb MsICO.

— Kakwue emié Oymyt ykazanusi, Xo35uH?

— Taxk, — Peokuii mpusagymaics U 1axe Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl MepecTayl OpyJoBaTh HOXKOM. —
INoka 51 o6enato, Habepy B OOJBIIION TOPIIOK BOABI, HAPBU KOP3UHY MOJIOIBIX BETOK OCHHBI 1 OTHECH
BCE 3TO 3aiiYOHKY. [la cMoTpu, Bceraa 3amupaii 3a coOou JABeph 3aiiYaTHUKA !

W nuc Brpwei3cs 3ydamul B HesKHOE MsicO. XOTs XO035IMH Ha HETo yKe He CMOTpeli, 0apcyK KUB-
HYJI ¥, IPUXBATUB U3 KyXHU CBOI0 HEM3MEHHYIO KOP3UHY, MOAHsICS HaBepX. [I0OpoauB Mo CKIOHy
XOJIMa, OH HapBaJI 3eJIEHBIX TOOETOB C OCHH Y 320[JHO TIOMMAT J1s1 ce0s1 HECKOIBKUX JKYKOB, KOTOPBIX
OepeskHO CIPSATAT B CBOKO TOPOY.

BepnyBImich B Hopy, Oapcyk MpOIIEN cHaYaa Ha KyXHIO U HATTOJTHMIT OOJIBIION TIMHSHBINA rop-
IIIOK BOJIOH M3 O0UKM. B3B ropIiiok B ofiHy pyKy, a KOP3UHY C TUIOIIKON-CBETHIIBHUKOM — B APYTYIO,
6apcyk MoToMnaja Ha HUKHHUNA YPOBEHb HOPBI.

OTHOpPOK, BEAYIIMIA U3 HOPBI IPSMUKOM B 3aiYaTHHUK, OAPCYK 3aKOHYMJI PHITh TOJIBKO BUYepa
ToCJie yXO/a BOJIKA M 1akasa. Buepa ke oH moctaBui aBepb. UTOOBI OTKPHITH ABEPh, OAPCYKY TpH-
IIJIOCh TOCTAaBUTh KOP3UHY M IUIOMIKY Ha mojil. HyXHO HempeMeHHO cienarh 37ech IS yIoOCTBa
HUIIY-TIOJIKY B CTEHE.

Bapcyk cHsi1 onepevHyIo Majky, CIyXKUBIIYIO 3aTI0pOM, U pacniaxHyJ1 asepb. Hopa sipko ocse-
THJIACh, a XJIBIHYBIIHMIA BO3IYX IMOTacHJI CTaBIIMI yxke OecroNie3HbIM CBETHIIbHUK. Bapcyk, MmogHsB
KOP3WHY, TIPOIIEN B 3aYaTHUK U TIIATEIBHO IPUKPBLT 32 cOO0M 1Beph. CHaYaa OH HUKOTO HE YBU-
e, HO, IPUIJISIEBIINCH, HAKOHEI] 3aMETHJI B JaJIbHEM YIITY, Y YaCTOKOJIA, ChEKUBIIIEr0Cs 3alYOHKA.
[TneHHUK He IeBeICs, JIIb Bpallai Ia3aMy. YBUIeB 0apcyKa, 3ailY0HOK UCITyTaHHO YCTaBHJICS
Ha Hero.

Bapcyk momommén nodmke K 3aii90HKY U IMOCTABUJI TIepe/il HUM KOP3WHY M TOPIIOK C BOJIOW.
3alluOHOK HE CBOAWJI IJ1a3 ¢ ToceTuTesl. bapcyk marnyn Ha3aj v cKa3at:

—9T10 e1a ¥ NUTHE 1A TeOA.

44



2. SpoB. «Poxnenue nerenapl. Poman-ckaska»

3alluOHOK He IIeBeNIbHYICS. bapcyk HeyBepeHHO MoTonTayics Ha Mecte. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH
crenaj BCE, 4To emy Besiesl X035MH. bapcyk moBepHYyJICs U MOYTH JOIIEN JI0 JABEpel, Kak yCIIbIall
3a CIIMHOW TUXUU HIEMNOT:

— T Toxe neHHuK Poikero Jluca?

Bapcyk obepHysicsi. OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH BOIIPOCA OH JIAXe PacTepsiICs.

— ITouemy *e cpasy IUIEHHHK. .. — TPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

— ToI TOXE 3anepT 3/1ech?

Bapcyk moMoTast rosioBoi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— [Touemy xe Toraa Thl He cOeraenib?!

Bapcyk mopray;i. CTpaiiHO Ipe/CTaBUTh, KaK paccepauTcsi XO03sMH, €CM OH BAPYT Kyjaa-
HUOYIb OTIIyuuTCs 6e3 cripoca. OH Jake HUKOT/IAa U He JyMaJl, YTO MOKHO YWUTH OT XO3sIMHa. .. 3ail-
YOHOK BBDKHMJIAIOINIE CMOTPEJT Ha HEro, Ho 0apCyK He 3HaJl, YTO OTBETHTh.

3aTsHyBIIIeecs: MOTYaHKe MPEepBaJl CKPHIT OTKpbIBaeMoi aepH. [axe He obopaunBasich, Oap-
CYK y3HaJ MOCTYIb BXOJSIIETo B 3ar0H X03sIMHA. 3aifYOHOK MPHKAJICS 0OpaTHO K YaCTOKOIY, U Oap-
CYK C HEKOTOPBIM OOJIErYeHreM pa3BEpHYJICS K JIUCY.

— A Bceé caeman, Xo34...

Bapcyk ormapariieHHO 3aMOJIK. 3a OIHY KOPOTKYIO (ppa3y JOBOJILHOE BHIPAKEHUE Ha JIUILIE JIHCa
HEOKMIAHHO CMEHWJIOCh CHaYaJIa yAUBJIEHHEM, a 3aTeM sIpocThio. CO CTPAIIHBIM PhIYaHUEM JIUC Opo-
cuics Brepén. bapcyk ucIyraHHoO BTSIHYJI TOJIOBY B IJIEYH, HO JIMC TIPOHECCS MUMO.

Uro-To npoucxoauio c3anu! bapcyk ormsiHysncs U He cpa3y NOHsI, YTO TBOpuTcs. B uacro-
KOJIe 3UsijIa TIpopexa, XOTs elé MrHOBEHHEe Ha3aja BCE ObLIO B MOMHOM mopsinke. OmHo u3 OpéBeH
CKOCOOOUMIIOCH, M B 0Opa30BaBIIIeHCs AbIpe TOpYal HEe3HAKOMBIN 3aildoHOK! I OH M30 Bcex cuil
MaxaJl pyKamMy MOVMaHHOMY 3aii4OHKY. EIE 4yTh-uyTh — M yKe MOJHSBILIUICS IJIEHHHUK, COOOpa-
3UB, BBICKOUMJI OBl BOH, HO moAckounBIIMiA Peokuii JIuc yenen ero cxBaruTs. Illest ruieHHUKaA POMKO
XPYCTHYJIA B pyKax JIMca.

Bapcyk mogHs 171a3a, HO HEM3BECTHBIN 3a Orpajoi 3aroHa yxe ucdes. Jlic, 6pocus Oe3xu3-
HEHHOE TeJIO 3allY0HKa, KMHYJICS K YacTokony. OHaKo Ablpa OKa3aaach CIMIIKOM Y3KOM, U X03UH
3actpsul. OH Koe-Kak BbUIE3 0OpaTHO M, TSKEJIO JbIIa, TIOBEpHYJICS K OapCyKy.

Takoro pa3psipéHHOro JnIa y X035 1MHa 0apCyKy BHIETh €Il He JIOBOAMIOCh. Besb Toro Har-
Jiena Terepsb yxe He JorHath. [Toka BeiOepenibcst U3 HOpbl BKPYTOBYIO, 3AiMYOHOK OYIIeT yXe AajieKo.
Ho Xo3s1H 1 cam npeK pacHO MOHUMAJT 3TO, a IOTOMY MOCTapasics B3sITh cedst B PyKH, YTOOBI HE O/
IaThCsl IOPBIBY M HE OPOCUTHLCS B OECIONE3HYIO TIOTOHIO.

— 51 y3Ha1 3TOTO 3alYOHKA, — MPOLIE/NIT OH.

3HaunT, XO0341H ero oosi3aTeIbHO HAUAET B Jiecy U noimaeT. Ho kak 3aii90HOK cMOT MpoJIo-
MUTB YacToko? bapcyk nmofomeén 6nmske v moaes riedom cKocusiieecsi 6peBHo. OHO JIerko noja-
JIOCh U CeJIO Ha MecTo B yactokone. Ho eBa Gapcyk oTiycTus OpeBHO, Kak OHO CKOCHJIOCh OOPaTHO.

— 370 OPEBHO CIIMIITKOM KOPOTKOE, — CKa3all OapCyk.

— U 6e3 Teds BuKy!

— XpaOpblil 3aiYOHOK, pa3 OCMEJTUIICS TIOJIOUTH. . .

JIuc pe3ko pa3BepHyJICS M 3aKaTWjI eMy OIUIeyxy. B ronose 3a3BeHesno ot ynapa.

— [IpuHumats paboTy y 3TOro Ges1oro MoIIeHHUKa HaJo ObUIO TIaTeNbHee, JyouHa!

HarmomuHaTh 0 TOM, Y4TO MPOBEPKOM OTCTPOSHHOTO 3aYaTHUKA 3aHUMAJICS KaK pa3-TaKH cam
HeteprenuBblil Peokuii Jluc, ceituac siBHO He crowo. Ecim apyr Beiien u3 cedst, MpUXOauTCs Tep-
TETh.

— BunoBar, Xo0351H, — IpukaB pyKy K OOJIbHOH ITIeKe, OIyCTHII TOJIOBY OapCykK.

— Bcé€ npuxoautcs genath camoMy, — IpoOBOpYAT JIMC. — YOepu JoObIuY B KJIaJOBKY M HAalaU
MmHe banmabonky. M kak MoxHO ObicTpee!

— Cnymaioch, X0351H.
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Pooxuit JIuc ymeén ¢ cBoo KomHaty. bapcyk OTHEC B KJIAIOBYIO YOMTOrO 3aliYOHKA W, BHIAIS
U3 HOpBI, oTrpaBuics K banadonke. Copoka MHOTAA BRIOMHSIA Pa3HOOOpa3Hbie MOpydeHUs X03si-
MHa 3a HeOobloe Bo3HarpakaeHue. OHa Xuia B AyrUie OOJBIION ONbXM, POCIIEN Ha BEpIIMHE
TOTO XK€ XOJIMa, T/ie Haxoauiack Hopa jmca. OIHAKO 3aCTaTh COPOKY JOMA MOMY4aaoch OUYeHb PEIKO.

INomoiast kK aepeBy, 6apcyk MOCTyYall MO CTBOMIY MAJIKOW U KPUKHYJT:

— Benoboka!

Bapcyk HaspiBan e€ Banabonkoil TonbKo 3a 1asa. MHaue B30aIMOIHAs MTHIIA MOIIa 0Ou-
IEThCS U He TIOUTH K X03sIMHY. A BUHOBATHIM 32 HE HCTIOJTHEHHOE MOpYYeHHe, KOHEUHO, OKa3ajcs Obl
Oapcyk.

Kak 1 oxumanock, Copoku ioMma He Obi10. UTOOBI He /IaTh BITYCTYI0, OAPCYK 3aHSIICS TOUCKOM
MOOJTM30CTH KYKOB ¥ TpaB. JIoObIYy OH CKJIabIBaII B TOPOY, KOTOPYIO BCeria HOCHII ¢ coboit. icxonus
BCI0 MAKYIIKY XOJIMa BJIOJIb M TIONEPEK U HAOpaB C AI0KHMHY KYKOB, OAPCYK BEPHYJICS K OJIbXE U CeJ
NepeJOXHYTh Ha MOBaJIEHHOE JePEeBO. DIaK MOXHO IIeJIbIi IeHb 3[eCh MPOTOpYaTh, a Beb 32 TAKOE
6e3nesbe XO035UH 110 TOJIOBKE HE MOTIAIUT.

— Ilpuser, nonocartslii! — MOCIBIIIAIOCH CBEPXY € BeTBeW. — HUKak MeHs viiens?

Hakonen-to! Bapcyk nmognsuics.

— Pookuii JIuc xouet 1eOst BUIETh.

— Hy, Proxuit 6e3 MeHs Kak Oe3 pyK, HIYero He MOXeT CesaTh!

Bapcyk He nmo6u myctoit 6ontoBHU. Hudero He OTBETHB, OH 3aliaraji B CTOPOHY HOPBI.

— I capimnana, ot mca cerofHs Ao0bua coexana? — Mpogoiikaia TapaTOpUTh COpPOKa, mepere-
Tas CJIe/IOM C BETKU Ha BeTKY. — Kakoii-1o 3aii40HOK ?

Bapcyk ycmexnyscst. [Itrubst modra padoTaeT ¢ mopasuTesIbHOM OBICTPOTOM M 3a4acTylo BCE
MIepeBOPAYMBAET C HOT' Ha ToyoBy. XOTs... Henb3s ckaszarh, YTO TOT 3aYOHOK He cOexka, MycTh
XO034MH €ro He U JIOBUJI.

— 370 BCE BHIIYMKH, — OpOCHIT OapCyK Ha XOMy.

Bcio nopory copoka meitanach BeBeIaTh, 4To mpousonuio y Peokero Jluca, Ho 6apcyk Oosnbiie
pTa He pacKpBIBAJI IO CAMOW HOPBHI.

— Ilomosxu 371€Ch, — CKa3ajl OH BO3JIE BXOJA U BOIIEN BHYTPb.

— Bupiok! — nocabImanock Beie OT HEAOBOIBHOW COPOKH.

Porkuii JIvc cuyen 3a CBOMM CTOJIOM MpayvHee TyUH.

— Tebs TONBKO 32 CMEPTHIO TIOCHUIATh! — MPOBOPYAJT OH, BCKakuBast. — Hamén copoky?

— Ha, Xo3s1H.

Jluc Opocwmiicst K Beixomy. bapcyk, oxunmas yKazaHWi, MOCHEIMI cleaoM. Bosie BXOTHOM
JBEPH JIUC OCTAHOBUIICS M HAPYKY yKe BBIIET MEIEHHBIM CTETICHHBIM IITarOM.

— 4 cnpimana, ot Tebs ceromHs qoObUa cOekana? — cpa3y HAKUHYJIACh COPOKa.

Hwu onuH MycKyn He ApOTHYIT Ha JIUIIE JIMCA.

— Benob6oka! — suib OpesrnuBo nmoMopiwics oH. — Korga yxke Thl nepecTaHenib BepuTh BCs-
KUM HeJIeTIbIM cTyXam?

— MHue BopoOeii [IpauyH cka3aj, 4To CIBIIAI OT COUKH. . .

— Benoboka, — MATKO TiepeOuIt JIHC, — XOUeIllb 3aroyYUTh MBIIIIMHYIO IKYPKY ?

I'maza copoku cpasy 3aropenuch, HO BCE K€ OHA 3asiBUJIA:

— Memnblle yem Ha JiBe HIKYPKH 5 He coriacHa!

— Xanp, — uc cnenan pacCTpoeHHOE JIUIO, — Y MEHS TOJIbKO OHA IIKYpPKA. . .

Bruto BUIHO, YTO copoka konednercs. OHa sIBHO TIOI03peBaia, uTo Jmc e€ oOMaHbiBaeT. B kia-
JOBKE M B CAMOM JIeJIe BJISIIOCh HECKOJIBKO CTaphIX MBIIIMHBIX IKYPOK, 0 TOro 00JIe37IbIX, 4TO Oap-
CYK HeIoyMeBaJl, OTUero XO035MH UX JIaBHO HE BHIKMHYIL.

— [Mpunércs, HaBepHOE, 0OPaTUTHC K TOHKOHOTOM, — JIUC JEMOHCTPATHUBHO TIOBEPHYJICA K Oap-
CYKY, KaK ObI TOTOBSICh JaTh yKa3aHUe
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— Xa! — He BHJEepXaia copoka. — Ita Oe3gapHasi BOpOHA MPOBATUT Tebe BCE mopydeHue!
Jlyuiie MeHs1 HUKTO He cAemaer.

[Nonanack BCE-Taku Ha XUTPOCTh X035IMHA. Bapcyk OTBEN B3MISI B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI MTPOCTO-
nymHast banmabonka He 3amMeTHIa ero yJIblOKH.

— 3Ha4uT, TH comiacHa?

— Tak u ObiTh, PoKuii JIuc, — MaxHyma KpbutoM copoka. — CoracHa. A TO COBCeM MpOMaIEib
C 9TOM BOPOHOM. . .

— 4 3Ha71, 4yTO Ha TeOs MOXKHO MONOKUTHCS, Benodoka, — MUIIOCTHBO 3aMETHIT JIUC U TIPOIOIIKILIT
ye JeJIOBBIM TOHOM. — Haiiii MHe 3aiiYoHKa, KOTOPbI cocToUT B yueHukax y Craporo 3aifiia.

— 4 ero yxe maBHo He Bujena y Ctaporo 3aiiiia.

— 3Haio, — oTMaxHyJics Jiuc. — Haiinu mHe ero.

— Taxk 3710 OH OT TeOs1 cOexan?! — HeoKUIAHHO COOOpa3MIIa MTHUIIA.

B atoT pa3 Xo3suH ene caepxaics. 1o ObLIO SCHO U MO €ro B3IVISAAY, U MO ero CKaBIIUMCS
KyJIaKaM.

— Jla Het ke, benoboka, — rojioc jmca octajicsi poBHbIM. — HUKOrJa Takoro He ObUIO, M HUKOT/IA
Takoro He Oynet. [Toroponuck, ecim Xouellb MOTyYUTh CBOIO IIKYPKY.

Pooxuit JIuc pasBepHysics U, XJIONHYB ABEPbIO, Mcue3 B HOpe. YToObl N30ekaTh Ha30MIMBBIX
BOIPOCOB COPOKH, OAPCYK TOXe TMOCTIEIIIIT 32 X035 IMHOM. XOTsI U TaM €ro HaBepHsSIKa He OKHUJIANIO0
HUYero xopoiiero. 3ps Xo3siMH oOpaTuiics K 3Tou riynou ntuie. OHa Tereph 1o BceMy Jiecy pac-
TPe3BOHUT, 4TO OT Prikero Jluca cOexan yuennk Craporo 3aiia. XoTs copoka BCE paBHO Obl BCE
pazbonTana — oHa W3BecTHasA Oanmadonka... Jlydine yx Tak, 4eM caMOMY PBICKaTh MO BCeMY Jiecy
Y MCKaTh KaKOT0O-TO TaM 3aiYOHKaA.

Bapcyk 3ax€r cBeTMIIBHUK U MTPOLIEN B TOCTUHYIO, Ie JInc Xoauit u3 yria B yroil.

— Kakue OynyT ykazanusi, Xo3siMH? — TUXO CIPOCHIT OapCyK.

JIuc octaHOBMIICS ¥ XMYpPO TIOCMOTpEJ Ha HEro.

— [TourHM YaCTOKOJ M OCBEkKEBa TOCIEHION JOOBITY.

— Xopouo, X035uH.

bapcyk nanpasuiics k aBepu.

— 3aifuyaTHUK TOATOTOBb K CErOHSIIHEMY Beuepy, — CJIOBA JIMca JOTHaIM Oapcyka Ha mopore
KOMHATHI.

— byner cnenano, Xo3suH.

Bapcyk cnyctuiics Ha ypoBeHb HMKE M CHayala 3améil B CBOIO KaMOPKY, Tlie HaHW3aT
Ha BEpEBKY BCeX MOMMAHHBIX 3a CerofHs KykoB. [Ipoiins B 3aii4aTHUK, OApCyK HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs
paccMaTpuBall AbIPY B CTeHe. B mamsTH BCIUIbLIA BOTUbsSI TIOCJOBHIIA: HE YOUTast 100bI4a Beeraa coe-
raet. bapcyk mpoBepuiI Ha MPOYHOCTh BeCh YacTOKOM. OcTaibHble KOJIbsi ObLITM BPHITHI HA COBECTb.

Bapcyk BepHysics B apipe. UToOBI pacmiatath 3T0 OPeBHO, HY’KHO OBUIO 3HAaTh, YTO MMEHHO
OHO KopoTKoe. Ho Kak 3T0 y3Ha1 TOT cMesblil 3aii90HOK ? CTpaHHO OBbUIO Obl MPEIIONIOKHUTh, YTO OH
poOOBaJ Ha KPENOCTh Kaxa0e OpeBHO. Mn 4To OH cujieN riie-To NoOIM30CTH U HAOMI0aIT 32 BOJIKOM
¥ IIaKaJIOM BO BpeMsl UX paOoTHl. ..

3araaka. bapcyk nokavas rosoBoi 1, OJHSABIIMCH HaBEPX, MOJOMIEN K 3aYaTHUKY CHapYXKU.
UYTtoObI 3aKPBITH IBIPY, TPEOOBAJIOCH HOBOE, OoJIee AMHHOE, OpeBHO. Bee moaxonsinue nepesbs 6:1u3
3aiiYaTHUKA YKe ObLTA TOBAJICHBI XUITHUKaMU. [IpUIioch MCKaTh HEMHOTO TOOAAJb.

Bapcyk HapouHO BBIOpaAJ JepeBO BHIIIE MO CKJIOHY OT 3aiYaTHUKA, YTOOBI TOTOM Jierde ObUIo
TayTh OpeBHO 1o ropy. OH oOMa3all TIIMHOM CTBOJ iepeBa M pa3ker BOKPYT Hero koctép. OTciona
3aiiYaTHUK MPOCMATPUBAJICS KaK Ha JIaJIOHU, U Oapcyk yBuzen Peikero Jlvca, TIateasHO pasIiisiibl-
Baloliero Aupy B creHe. [Toxoxke, Xo3siMHa 3a1aBajicsl TEMH JKe BOIIPOCAMH, 4To U caM Oapcyk. Bor
TOJIBKO HaBEpHSIKA Y XUTPOTO JIUCA yXKe eCTh BCE OTBETHI. ..

UroObl X034MH HE MOLyMall, YTO 32 HUM MONIVISIABIBAIOT, OAPCYK OTBEPHYJICS M 3aHSJICS
kocTtpoM. Bekope Xo3suH ckpbuicsl B Hope. bapcyk cryctuiics K 3ailyaTHUKY U, ITOKa OTOHb JieJiall
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CBOIO paboTy, BHIKOMAJI 3 YACTOKOJIA 3JI0MOTYyYHOE KOPOTKOEe OpeBHO. [ToNroToBMB MECTO /17151 HOBOTO
KoJ1a, OapCyK MOAHSIICS OOPaTHO.

Korza iepeBo BBIrOpesio JIOCTaTOYHO, OApCyK TMOBATMJI €r0 POraTHHOW M Pas3ker Moj CTBO-
JIOM BTOPOU KOCTEp, YTOOBI OT/IEIUTh HEHYKHYIO KpOoHY. CaMbIM TSIKEBIM OBUIO TOTAIIUTh OPEeBHO
710 3aiiuaTHUKA. Bapcyk HECKOJIBKO pa3 OCTaHABIMBAJICS, YTOOBI IEPEBECTH JIyX.

Ve Beyepesno. BpeiB OpeBHO Ha MeCTO, 6apCyK XOPOIICHBKO YTOITAJI 3eMJTIO CHAPYKH, a 3aTeM
NPOIIEN B HOPY U C/IEJIaJl TO K€ CaMOe U3HYTPU. 3aKOHYHMB, OH CieJiall mar Ha3aj. Kpernkuil yacTokosn
0e3 Opelly HEOKXUIAHHO BbBI3bIBAT OecrokoicTBO. CTasio HeYIoTHO. HeBOJIbHO BCIOMHMIIUCH CIIOBA
3ailuOHKa, ¥ 0apCyK, He YAepXKaBIIKCh, OTJISTHYJICS Yepes TUiedo: He 3anepra jim Bepb? [IBepb Obuia
OTKPBITA HACTEKb, K OAPCYK MOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM, YTOOBI OTOrHATH HETTPUSATHBIC MBICTA. OH He TUICHHUK
Y MOXET YHTH, KaK TOJIbKO 3axoueT. OH 31ech pajii CBOEToIpyra.
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I'naBa 7. B 0era

B kycrax nepen cambiM 3asubriM Bexonmbem Kposmk HaTKHYJCS Ha TPOMX NEperyraHHbIX
3aityat. TsKkKre MbICIIM, MyUMBILIKE €r0 BCIO JOPOTY, pa30M BbUIETEH U3 rosioBbl. HekoTopoe Bpems
3aifyaTa UCIyraHHo cMotpesim Ha Kponuka, a oH — Ha HUX.

— Yro ciayumiiock? — HakoHell cipocu Kposuk.

3aiiuara cOMBYMBO 3a00pMOTAIIH, TiepeOUBast APyT Ipyra.

— 31ech BOJIK. ..

— ...eIle nIaKkall. ..

— ...ObUIH TaM. ..

BHyTpu BcE moxosnozeno oT He1oOporo MpeJayBCTBUS.

—I'ne?!

— Tam, — camblil XyJJOM U caMblil CTapIIMi U3 3aidvar — 1o npo3suily Illenka — MaxHyn B cTo-
POHY XOJIMa.

Kpomuk ocToposkHO BBIIJISIHY U3 3apociieii. OTcioa, CHU3Y MOXHO ObLIIO pasisiIeTh TOJBKO
CKJIOH XonMa U Kpail 6epé3oBoil poum. Camasi BeplMHa, rae pacnonaraioch sxuiuiie Craporo
3aiina, He MpocMaTpuBajiachk. Betep, TyBIIMi ¢ X0IMa, TPUHOCKUII TOJIBKO 3aMax JbIMa.

— XUIHUKY BCE eI Tam?

— OHu ynum eni€ yTpom, — OTBETHJI Ipyrou 3aifuoHOK, Becenbuak. Ceituac oH ObLT caM Ha ceOst
HE TMOXOX — IPYCTHBIN, C BBITAPAILIEHHBIMHU OT CTpaxa IJ1a3aMH.

— C 1ex nop Tya KTo-HUOY/Ib MOJHUMAIICS ?

Becenmpbuak moMoTast rojloBoi.

— 3aaupa Hory nopanui, — godasui Llenka, — a Mpl GoMMcs UATH TYAA. . .

Kponuk Tonbko certyac 3aMeTwi1, YTo y 3aaupbl MO, PyKOU, KOTOPOU OH MPUAEPKUBAJI TOJIEHD,
BUJIHEJICS JICT TOIOPOKHUKA C 3améKINerncs: Kpoblo. Kpomk cHOBa BcMoTpesicst B Oepé3bl Ha Bep-
mmHe. CtpariHo OblI0 He TO, YTO Ha XOoJIMe NMoObIBanyu XulHUKY. [1yrana nemsectHocTh. UTO Tam
ciyunsiocs co Crapbeim 3aiiteM? CTapuk yBEPsUI, YTO €ro KWJIMILE IMOJ BaJIyHAMU HENPUCTYITHO.
OpnHako, OH ke caMm ToBopwI, uto Prukmii Jluc 6e3 Tpyaa NpoHUK Obl TIPH KEJIAHUU BHYTPb. . .

Czanu nonéccs mopox. Kponuk obepuyscs. K koMnannu B Kyctax npucOeJUHUIICS eIIé OIuH
3ail40HOK, JIoBkui. Bce onn Momua cmotpenu Ha Kponuka. [Toxoxe, Terneppb Bee jkaaiv JaJlbHENIINX
nevictBul ot Hero. Kak ot yuenuka Craporo 3aina.

Kpomnuk BbIOXHYN U pelIMTeIbHO MOTOMA BBepX MO CKJIOHY. CTynuB B OepE30BYI0 POIlly, OH
3ameu 1mard. Cepjlie KOJOTHIOCh TaK, YTO HOPOBWJIO BBHINPHITHYTH W3 rpynu. Poma Best Oblia
UCTIelIpeHa caeqaMy XUIIHUKOB. OKoJ0 noBajieHHoW Oepésbl, riae mooun cunetb Crapbiil 3asil,
IOBIMUIIOCH OoJbInioe KocTpuile. [Toxoxke, XUITHUKY 3[1ECh CUIEN JOBOJIBHO JONTO.

Kunuine crapuka HaXOIWJIOCh BCErO JIMIIb B JECATKE I1aroB, OMHAKO MPEOAOJIeTh UX ObLIO
He Tak-To npocto. Horu Oyaro npupociu K 3emiie.

— Henyuika. .. — Tuxo no3saji Kponuk, HO ronoc copBajics.

CroTHYB, 3alYOHOK C yCWJIMEM clelian napy wmaroB. Ha BepEéBkax, HaTAHYTBIX MEXKIY Baly-
HaMU, KaK BCera CyIIWIUCh TpaBbl. UYepes 1ielib Mekay BalyHaMu MOKa3alach KocTpoBas sMa. OHa
Ja’ke He AbIMUJIACH: OTOHb B HEH IaBHO Morac. PsioM oJMHOKO Basisijiack XOMIoBas Topoa, ¢ KOTOpou
Crapelii 3asi HUKoraa He paccraBajics. Cepate EKHYJIO.

[Tononas, Kponuk nposie3 BHYTpb xkunina. Ha nepBeiid B34, € TEX MOP, Kak 3aYOHOK YIIES
OTCI0/1a, HUYETO HE M3MEHUJIOCh. TOJBKO MOBCIOLY CHJIBHBIM 3allax XUIIHUKOB U HET JIoOMa CaMoOro
x03s1MHa. CaMM KaMHM COBUHYTh HE MOJ CHIIY J1a)e MEBE/II0, a eI MEX/y BAIyHAMHU U B CAMOM
Aene JTOBOJIbHO y3kue. Eci TONbKO Kakod-HUOYIh OUeHb XUTPBIN XUIMHKK, Bpoje Pookero Jluca,
He HaneT criocoda. M kakoit-HuOyIb MaJeHbKUHI U THIEAYIIHbIA XUIIHUK HEe BTUCHETCS MEXIy
KaMHSIMH. . .
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Menkwuii! Tonbko 3TOT m1akana cMor Obl IPOJIe3Th BHYTPh U CXBAaTUTh cTapuka. Kpommk Gec-
CWJIBHO OITYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJIIO, U IJ1a3a HAMOJTHUIIMCH ciie3amu. OH He ycrel Aaxe TOJKOM [TOrOBOPUTh
C yUHTeJIeM TOoCIie CBOETro TPyCaMBOro yxona. CTONBKO XOTENOCh CIIPOCUTh, CTONBKO HYKHO OBLIO
y3HaTh, CTOJIbKO paccKa3aTb CAMOMY...

Crapeiii 3asi He crpanmics cMepTd. OH OOsUICS UMb TOTO, YTO HE yCIeeT NepeaaTb CBOU
3HaHUA ¥ 4TO 3ass9nii CBUTOK MOMAET B PYKU XUITHUKOB. .. CBUTOK ! Kponmk coBcem 3a0bLT O HEM.
OH OpocuJics K TAWHUKY U, JIOCTaB OTTY/A CBEPTOK, APOKANIMMH PyKaMH Pa3BepHYJI ero. 3asuuii
Cautok Bmecte ¢ HcniemmrensHbiM CBUTKOM OBUTM HA MeCTe.

CHapyxwu nochpiascs mwyM. CMaxHyB cli€3bl, Kponyk nogHsu ria3a v yBUel BO3Jie BAIyHOB
3aiyar. Beé-taku oHM HaOpamch XpaOpOCTH MOAHATHCA 3a HUM ciieioM. OHu OGecripecTaHHO Tpsi-
JAJI1 yIIaM¥ ¥ UCITYTaHHO OIVIS/IbIBAJIMCh, HO 3alTU BHYTPb HE pellaanch. Kposuk BbIles K HUM caM.

Hewmoii Borpoc B ri1a3ax 3aiiuaT ObUT IOHATEH Oe3 BCAKUX CJIOB.

— Crapelit 3asi yien Tyaa, OTKy/Aa He BO3BpallaioTcsi, — Tuxo ckazan Kponuk.

Bce 3aituara omaparieHHo 3acTbuid. Becenpyak 0e33By4HO 3aruiakall.

Kponuk xoten cMaxHyThb clie3y, HO OOHAPYXWJI, UTO BCE elIé AePKUT B pPyKe CBUTKH. 3aii-
YOHOK Tapy MTHOBEHMI CMOTpEJ Ha paciuIblBalolIMecs B mia3ax OykBbel. BoT u BCE, 4TO OCTasioch
ot Crapua. ..

— Yro xe Teneps Aenarh? — pactepsiHHo ipodopmortain Illenka.

XOTs OH HU K KOMY He oOparnascs, Kposlmk 4yBcTBOBaI, YTO BCE K IyT OTBETA UMEHHO OT HETO.
Ho Kponuk He 3HaJ, 4TO cKa3arh, JIMIIIb MOJTYa YOpasl B CBOM MEMIOK 00a cBUTKa. HerpoMko oxHyI
3aaupa, HEJIOBKO MOIBITABUIMIACS NOIPABUTD JIMCT MOJOPOKHUKA HA paHe.

Tonbko ceityac Kponrk BCOMHWII PO paHeHoro ToBapuiiia. OH nmogomen K 3aaupe u, OTBe/Ist
€ro pyKy B CTOPOHY, IJISIHYJI HA PaHy.

— 3710 T71e TeOs TaK yropa3auio?

— B Kamenucrom OBpare cBamics.

JIuct nonopoKHUKA yKe ycnesl IPUCOXHYTh K paHe.

— Hazio npomsITh.

Kpomuk BelHEC M3 KWIMIA YUUTENs YAIKy JUIsl BOIBI M TOpIIOYeK ¢ Masbio. HabpaB BompI
U3 Pyubsi, OH TPOMBLJI paHy U OCTOPOKHO OTOIPAJ MOAOPOKHUK. 3aaupa, CxkaB 3yOsl, Tepres. Kponuk
HAHEC Ha paHy Ma3b U 3aBS3aJ1 HOT'Y IJIATKOM CaMOro MOCTPaAaBLIETo.

— HyxHo Ma3aTh Kax/blil 1eHb. 1 moMeHbllie XOIuTh B IEPBOE BPEMSI.

— Cnacubo. ..

Ho 3anupy pe3ko o6opBa 4eil-To TPOMKHIA TOJIOC, Pa3/IaBIIMIACS OTKY/Ia-TO CBEPXY:

— Bort Benp Oefia Kakast MpUKJTIOUNIIACH !

3aifyata OT HEOKUAAHHOCTU UCITYTaHHO B3JPOTHYJIM, HO 3TO OKa3ajach BCETO JIMIIb COPOKa
Banabonka. OHa criopxHyJia ¢ BETBEi Ha OJMH M3 MHOTOUUCIIEHHBIX KaMHEH.

— Tl 3Hae1IB, YTO 373€CH Ci1yunnoch? — cupocui Kposnuk.

Beputb copoke, KOHEYHO, TIOCIIEJHEE [IEI0, OHAKO CIPOCHUTH ObUIO OOJIbIIIE HE Y KOro. ABOChH
yAacTCsl OTVIMYUTS MPaB/ly OT BBIMBICIIA.

— KoneuHo, 3Ha10! — 3akaTuB 171a3a, BOCKJIMKHYJIA COPOKa. — XOTb 51 cama 371eCh U He Oblya,
HO OT cuHuIBl HeBennuku u tpsicory3ku TapaTtopku 3Hai0 BCE, Kak OyaTO BUeNa COOCTBEHHBIMU
ra3amu. Bonk Benblii n makan Menkuii, npoxoas BBeuepy MUMO 3asubero Bexonmbs, yrisaenu
oroHek koctpa Crapuka v 3aBepHy/ M Ha Hero. Ctapbiii 3asii] Ha/IesJIcs HA CBOM KaMHU, M OHU BCer/ia
ero cnacayiv. Ho B 3TOT pa3 OHU HE yCTOSUIM IPOTUB MOTI'YYEro BOJIKA.

— Kamnu Bpoze crosT Ha mecrte, — 3ameTun Kposuk.

— A BOJIK TIOJHSJT OIUH U3 KaMHEW, BOT 3TOT BOT — HUUYTh HE CMYTHBILIUCh, yKa3ajla COPOKa
KPBUJIOM Ha OJIMKAWIIHNA BaJTyH KHJTUINA, — ¥ TIOTOM 0OpaTHO MOCTaBII. TOJNBKO YTPOM BOJIK C IITaKa-
JoM nokuHym 3asuse Bexonmbe. Bot tak v He crano Craporo 3aiia.
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Becenbuak BCXJIMITHYJI, HO KpOJII/IK 1 OCTAJIBHBIC HE ITPOPOHUJIN HU CIIE3UHKU. ITmakaTe B Ipu-
CYTCTBUH COPOKHU TIOUEMY-TO Ka3aJI0Ch 3a30PHBIM.

— Kro xe teneps Oynet Beex ucnensats BMecTo Craporo 3aiiiia? — He yaumMasiach banadonka.

Kpomuk nmpomonuan. Koneuno, on yuenuk Craporo 3aiina, a terepb Crapsiil 3asi nmoruo.
OnHako, ocTaBaThCs 371€Ch BpaueBaTh OH HE MOT, IaXe eClIi Obl 3aX0Tell.

— Kponuk, kto xe eme! — orsetmn 3aaupa.

— Teneps TH1 uTO 71 BMecTo Craporo 3aiiiia Oyneris BCeX JIeUWTh? — COpOKa MOBEPHYJIACh
K Kpomnuky.

— He 3naro.

T'oBopuT npaBny, na eme npu bamadbonke, He XOTEIOCH.

— U Gypems 371ech KUThH?

— HasepHoe, — noxan miedamu Kposuk.

— A TBI y)Xe pacckazall BceM, Kak cOesxalt ot camoro Peikero Jlvca?

Otkyna Banabomnka Tak ObICTpO MTpo3HaIa Mpo 3T0? 3aivyara MoTPsCEHHO yCTaBUINCh Ha Kpo-
muKa, a Kponk yaMBiIEHHO M HEMHOTO CEpIMTO BO33PUJICA Ha MTHUIly. BcroMUHATH O TOM ciydae
CoBceM He xoTesiochk. SApocTHeiit ockai Peikero Jluca o cux mop crosin nepen riazamu. Copoka xe
BCSI CBETUJIACh, IOBOJIbHASL OT MPOU3BEAEHHOTO €10 I(PeKTa.

— Pookuii JIuc MeHs He JIoBUI, — OypkHYJI Kponuk.

— Tei cOexan ot Peikero Jluca?! — nepecripocun Ilenka.

Kposuk HeXoTs KUBHYIL.

— Pacckaxu, pacckaxku! — HaKMHYJIMCh Ha HETO 3aiyara, Jake paHEeHbl 3aqupa NOABUHYIICS
ommxke.

KpOJII/IK Aa’Xe HC IMMPEACTABJIAI, KaK EMY OTBEPTETHCA OT HENPHUATHOI'O ITIOBECTBOBAHW A, HO TYT
HEOKMJAHHO BBIPYYMJIa COPOKA.

— Pooxwuit JIuc noviman Kponuka, — cama Havasia paccka3blBaTh COPOKA, — M IOCAIUI B KJIETKY,
CHEeJTaHHYIO U3 TOJICTEHHBIX OPEBEH.

Kponuk, koHeuHo, npearnonarai, yto banadonka OyieT npuBrpars.

— JIuc MeHs He JIOBIJI, — 3aMETUJT OH.

Ho copoka taparopuiia Tak ObICTPO U YBIIEUEHHO, YTO Ha cioBa Kpomnrka HUKTO faske He oOpa-
THUJ BHUMaHU .

— Bosik Benbiii u makan Meskuid BOT TOJIBKO HEIABHO CMACTepUIIM 3Ty camylo KJieTky. Ho Kpo-
JIVMK — BBl HE MOBEepHUTE! — pa3ioMas OJHO OPeBHO B YacTOKOJIE U yOeskasl yepe3 Abipy. Moxkete cede
MPe/ICTaBUTh, Kak certyac 301 Pookuit Jluc! OH cOBHO COTHS ojieHel BecHOH, pBET u meueT! OH
KJISTHETCSI, YTO HE YCIIOKOUTCSI, TIOKa He noiimMaeT 3toro Kposmka v He pa3opBET Ha MeJIKMe KyCOUKH !

Kpomuk 1 6e3 copoku moHuMal1, Kakasi OracHOCTb TPO3UT ero Ku3HU. Haxuit on ceGe cmep-
TEJILHOTO Bpara He 1o Bo3pacty. OHaKO COpOKa 3aCTaBMIIA €r0 MPU3aAyMaThCsl: BCIOMHUJIOCH TIpe-
aynpexaenve Craporo 3aiiia.

— To1 Bunena Poikero Jluca? — ocropoxso cripocui Kponuk.

— Koneuno! — ¢ xapom orBetusia copoka. — OH cam MHe Bc€ u mosefas! Benpb s ke BcE
T0 MpaBje pacckazana?

Comuenuit He octanioch — Banmadonky nogocnan Peokuit Jluc.

— a, — cxurpun Kponuk, — BCE ObUIO Tak, Kak Thl TOBOPHIIIb.

— Bo-or! — Copoka, ropno nogboueHmnack. — A TO BCSKHE 37Ible SI3BIKM YBEPSIOT, UTO S
OyaTo ObI HEIA/THO BPY.

HyxHo yxonuts. Kak MOXHO ObICTpee 1 Kak MOXHO JaJiblIle.

— A Kak TbI yacTokoin pazioman? — cnpocu [llenka.

— OnvH U3 KOMbeB ObUT Tak TUIOXO BKOIIAH, YTO MOBAIICS JaXke OT MOUX YCUJIHM.
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— Hekorzna MHe ¢ BamM, He BCe €IIE 3HAIOT 3Ty YIMBUTENbHYIO BecTh. — COpOKa B3MaxHyJa
ObLIIO KPBUTbSIMH, YTOOBI B3JIETETh, HO BAPYT 00epHYyJack. — Tak Thl, 3HaYMT, 3amecTo Ctaporo 3aiiia
Oyienib 37eCh KUTh?

— Jla, — kuBHy1 Kpomuk. — Y Peixkero Jluca He XBaTuT CUil IEpEeABUHYTh 3TU KAMHHU U BJIE3Th
B xwuiie Craporo 3aiina.

Jlox1aBIIKCh, KOTa cOpoKa CKpbUlach W3 BUAY, Kposimk mogHsAICS M NPOTSHY/ TOpIIOYeK
¢ masbio 3aaupe. Pemenue Obu10 npunsTo. [TokonedaBImMch HECKOIBKO MIrHOBeHHH, Kponuk permmn
HE PaccKa3bIBaTh CAMOTO YKaCHOTO, YTOOBI Uepecuyp He HaIyraTh 3aiyar.

— 9T0 BCE IITUYBU BECTH — CKa3asl OH. — Bcé ObLIo coBceM He Tak. Ha camowm nente, Peoxnit JIuc
roriMaJl ¥ nocajuil B KJeTky beictpoHororo. ..

— Boictponororo?! — axuyn lenka. — Ho kak Pookuit JInc cymen ero novimars? OH ke Oeraet
OBbICTpee Bcex Hac. ..

— Ilpexne yem Oexarb, HY’)KHO JTyMaTh.

— Iloka Oynems pa3maymMbiBaTh, TeOs yKe cXBaTAT, — OypkHy: lemnka.

Kpomuk B3mpoxuysn. Emé Heckonbko AHEW Ha3aj OH M caM B 3TO He Bepwl. Bapyr oOpenu
SICHOCTb 3araiouHsle Hekorga cioBa Craporo 3aillia: Helb3s HUKOTO HAy4YUTb, MOXHO TOJIBKO
HAy4YUThCS camoMy. Tak uTo cropuTh cefiyac 6e3 TOJKY, Aa M BpeMEHH HeT.

— Poixuii JIuc nznosust BeicTpoHOroro Houblo. YTpoM, yBUIeB BrICTpOHOroro B KJIeTKe, 51 XOTel
MoOMOYbL eMy cOexaTh Yepe3 JbIpy B yacTokolsie, HO He ycreln. [lossuics Peikuit Jluc u cBepHyI
IUIEHHUKY 11eo. Y teneps s cran cMepresibHbIM BparoM Peikero Jluca.

Becenbyak oxHys. 3aiiyata UCITyTaHHO MePErIsTHYJIUCh.

— Ho uto T8I ienan Bosne Hopbl Peikero Jluca? — yausnénHo cnpocun [llenka.

— 4 Tam okazasics ciy4daiiHo, — otBeTHI1 Kposuk.

[MoTomy uTO MUasICcs KyAa Honaso, He Aymasi, J00aBUI OH Ipo ceOsl.

— Hapo pas6erarbcsi, Beuepom ciofa 3asButcs Pookuit Jlvc.

— Ho Tb1 %e roBopui1, 4YTo OH HE CMOKET MPOJIE3Th. . .

— Pooxuii Jluc cymeeT, — nmepedwt Becenbuaka Kposmk.

3aiiyara OBCKaKMBaJIM C MECT ¥ TOPOILIMBO MONPOILAIKCH JPYT C IPyroM. 3aarpa ¢ IOMOILBIO
[enku HartpaBWICS B O/IHY CTOPOHY, Becenbuak — B ipyryio, a JIoBkuii — B TpeThio. Yepes HeCKOIbKO
nraroB, [lenka oGepHyJics.

— Korpaa BepHEibess 00paTHO? — CIPOCKIT OH.

— He 3nawo, — orBetnn Kpomnuk.

OH faxe He 3HaJ, BEpHETCS JIM BooO1e Korga-HuOyap. lllenka HEeMHOTO MOMOTYaT.

— Tel craHOBUILIBCS TaKUM k€ MYIpbIM, Kak Crapblid 3asil.

Kpomuk rpyctHo ynbsiOHyCS, HO pa3yOesxaaTs ero He crai. Korga 3aifuata CKpbUTHCH O XOJI-
MoM, Kponuk 3a0pasicsi 00paTHO MeXIy BalyHAMHU U B TOCJIETHUNA pa3 OKUHYJ B3IJISIOM SKHJTHIIE
Crapiia, crasiiee 1yist Hero pogHbiM. CyIuBIIMeCs TpaBbl, IMHOBKY Ha 3emiie, My 1Sl KocTpa. bes
XO35IMHA BCE BBHIMISIEIIO TAKUM 3a0pOIIEHHBIM M CHUPOTIMBbIM.

X, JeayliKka, He HYXHO ObUIo TeOe 3aXkurath orts rmo Hodam! OmsaTh HABEPHYJIUCH CIIE3BI.
He cymen y4eHHK nepeHsITh MyApOCThb YUUTellst — CTpychiL. Jla TONbKO ceiiuac 00 TOM rOBOPUTH YKe
TMO3JHO, HYKHO TIOCTapaThCsl XOTsI ObI CBUTOK YOepeub OT pyK XMIITHUKOB. KoUK 3arisiHy1 B MEIIIOK,
YTOOBI JIMITHUY pa3 YOeIUThCS, YTO JparolieHHasi pyKOITUCh HAa MECTe, U 3aKMHYJI €ro Ha IUIeYH.

OH yke coOpaJicsl yXOOUTh, KaK ero MoCeTH/1a HEOKUAaHHAS MBICITb. UTOOBI XKUJTUIIE HE BHITJIS-
aeno mycTbiM, KpoiMK coxuin B Yrojok My4ykM CYIIMBUIMXCS TPaB, CHSIB C BEPEBOK, MPUKPBLI
UX IIMHOBKOW Y TIOJIOKWJI PSIIBIIIKOM CTAPUKOBCKYIO TOpOy. CO CTOPOHBI Ka3aioch, OyATO KTO-TO
CIIUT, YKPBIBIIUCH LIMHOBKOW. ABOChH IIOMOXET MPOBeCTH XOTs Obl Banmabosnky, eciu Toii B3aymaercs
noBTOpHO npoBenath Kponvka B sxxumuine Craporo 3aitiia.

Kpomnuk 3amoTas rojioBy KycKoM XOJICTa, Kak BCErAa Jiesal 3asll C IUIeliblo o uMeHu Kyuepsi-
BBIH, U, BBIA/ISI BOH, OBICTPBIMU IlIAraMy MPUIYCTHII B CTOPOHY, IPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO TOM, T/ie HAXO-
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muiach Hopa Peikero Jluca. Peikuii JIuc HaBepHsiKa pa3rajaer ero XMTPOCTH, HO MPexJIe eMy BCE-
TaK¥ IPUAETCS TOJIOMATh CBOIO Tos10By. OCOOEHHO, eciv OH He Oy/IeT KJaTh ITUX CAMBIX XUTPOCTEH
OT OOBIYHOTO 3aUOHKA.

Kyna Obl HM HampaBWIMCh 3aiivara, MOOBIBABIIME HAa XOJIMe, IMyTh camoro Kpomuka jexan
ropasfo gaieiie. EMy omacHo ocraBaTecsi He TOJBKO B 3asubeil Pole, HO gaxe u Bo BcéM MHoropy-
yeitHoMm Jlecy. B Toii cropoHe, kyna aepxan myth Kponuk, pacnionaranock YxacHosnecke. [ToObBaTh
TaMm, TJe HEKOrJa XO3AWHUYAI 3HAMEHUTHI YxkacHbI JIuc co cBoum BparctBom, ObUIO OHOBpE-
MCHHO Y CTpallHO, U MHTEPECHO. OI[HE].KO B TO, YTO TaM HET HUKAKUX XUIIIHUKOB, KpOHI/IK HC BEpUJI.

Bumsy, y onymiku, Kponuk o6epHyscs u okunyin B3risiaom 3asube Bexonvbe. Korna-uubynp
OH 00s13aTeJIbHO BepHETCS B ponHOU Jiec. Cellyac OH HE MOT CKa3aTh, KOrjaa 3To npou3ouaér. Ho on
BEPHETCS, YTOOBI MOMEPUTHCS CUIION M XUTPOCTHIO ¢ caMuM Prikum Jlncom.

Kponuk 3amarain nansiie u 60JIbIe yke He OrIsiAbIBaICS.
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I'naBa 8. /1o0b1ua

JlyHa npsitasiach 3a 00JIakaMH, ¥ CTOsUIa TaKasi TEMEHb, YTO XOTb I71a3 BBIKOJU. BoJik ¢ makanom
LT TEJIBIA JeHb U YKe COOMpaich ObLIO pa3OHTh Jlarepb, Kak BO3Jie OOLIMPHBIX 3apOCiiell PaKuUT-
HUKa BOJIK YUysUT 3as19bU CJIEJIBI.

— KiisiHych cBOMM XBOCTOM, — CKa3all BOJIK, — KAKOM-TO UIMHHOYXMI YCTPOWJICS Ha HOWJIer
B 9TUX KYCTax.

Bonk npuHsics BeICAEKMBATh JOObIUY, a YCTABLIMI IIaKasl MoTaluics ciaeaoMm. Boak gonro
PBICKaJI IO KyCTaM, pacHyThlBasi 3asiubd METIM. Meskuid, s 3a HUM, OEClpecTaHHO CHOTHIKAJICS
B TEMHOTE M HACTYIAJI HA CyXU€ BETKU, C XPYCTOM JIOMaBILMECs MOJ] HOraMu, U3-3a Yero BOJIK IOCTO-
SIHHO 00OpauMBajICsl M CEpAMTO LIMIesl Ha Hero. Heckonbko pa3 OHM MepecKakuBasd B TEMHOTE
KaKMe-TO PyubH, XOTsl, CKOpee BCEro, 3To ObUI OMH U TOT ke pyydeil.

Hakonern, Ha okpauHe 3apociieid, MpUUEM, IaKall yke He MOTI' CKa3aTh, BHIIIUIA OHU Ha APYTYIO
CTOPOHY 3apOCJIel UJIH ke BEPHYJIMCh OOPAaTHO, BOJIK CHSUI C IUIeYa CBOM MEIIOK ¥ 3HAKOM I003BaJl
makana. [Toxoxe, oxoTa ckJiagpBajach yAaqHo.

— Ilox Tem KycTOM IpsiueTcst JUIMHHOYXMH, — 3allleNTall BOJIK, KOT/a IaKas nogomen. — 51 oyay
CTOATh 3/IECh HarOTOBE, a Thl OCTOPOXXHO 3aiin ¢ Jpyroi ctopoHsl. Koraa Tel BCMYrHEIb JUIMHHO-
yXOro, OH OOEKHT MPSIMO Ha MEHsI, U 51 CXBady ero!

[Makan cKMHYJ Ha 3eMJTI0 CBOM 3allJIEYHBI MEIIOK M KPady4ucCh HalpaBUJICS BKPYT K TOMY
KYCTY, Ha KOTOpBIi eMy yka3bias ToBapuil. Illakan He moHumall, noyemy 3asi, IpOCHYBILUCH, A0JI-
*KeH OeXaTh UMEHHO B 3Ty CTOPOHY, OTHAKO HE COMHEBAJICSI B OXOTHUYBMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX BOJIKA.

[MoiimMats BTOpOTO 3aiilia 32 BTOPYIO HOYb ObLJIO, KOHEUHO, OYeHb Jlake Heruioxo. Tem Oonee 4To
OHH IO 9TOT'O Y’Ke HECKOJIBKHX JIyH OIS/l BooOIIe cuaeny 6e3 3aiuaTuHbl. OTHaKO OOJBIIYIO YacTh
nepBoy J0ObIYM BOJIK 3a0pai ceOe. Ha rmpaBax miaBHOro U cujibHOro. M makan cubHO MoJ03peBad,
YTO CO BTOPBIM 3aiilIeM IPOU30MIET TO ke camoe. Yero o4eHb He XOTeNIOCh.

[lakan momxoamn Be€ Omke U OMKe K KYCTY, HO 3asll BCE He BbICKakuBal. Jlaxe 3apoau-
JIOCh COMHEHHMe: He ommmocs i Bosk? Ho Bce cOMHeHus1 oTHaM, KOrAa MaKal IPOKpascsl HAKOHeI
70 caMoro KycTa M yBHJEJ M0Jl HUM MHUPHO CIAIIero 3aiilia. B neppoe MrHoBeHMe IaKasl 1axe orle-
AT OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

3asi ObLT elé Majl, COBCEM 3allUOHOK. A CTaslo ObITh, JOJIA IaKajia B JOObIYE TOxe OyaeT
MEHbIIIe, YeM XOTeJIOCh Obl. [IpOIuUIBIi 32511 TOXe ObLT MaJICHbKHIA, K TOMY K€ CTapbli, BECh CKpIO-
YeHHbI. MsICO ero Bapuiv 4yTh JIM HE MOJIHOYM, HO OHO BCE PABHO OCTAJIOCh KECTKUM, KaK Kopa
AepeBa. A 3TOT 3asl] eIlI€ MEHbLIIE.

[Takan oOmu3Hya ryosl. HyxxHO 4to-HMOYAp npuaymath. Eciu no3BonuTh BOJIKY ceiuac xe
HOJIeSIUTh A00BIYY, TO Be€ nponasto. Iakan cHsl ¢ mosica MOTOK BEpEBKM UM CBSA3aJl 3aliYOHKA. TOT
CIiaJl TaK KPerko, 4To Aaxe He npocHyics. [lakan ornsaencs. Yro xe nenars? Bynb y Hero xotst Obl
HEMHOTI'0 0OJIbllIe BpEMEHH. . .

JlyHa Ha KOpPOTKMI MUT BBIIVISIHYJIa M3-3a 00JIAKOB, HO 9TOF0 MOMEHTa XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI pac-
CMOTPETh POCLIYIO COBCEM PSIJIOM OTPOMHYIO CTapylo UBY ¢ OOJbIIUM HYKHUM cykoM. ITlakan nepe-
KHMHYJI Yyepe3 3TOT CyK CBOOOIHbIA KOHELl BEPEBKU U, MOTSHYB 32 HEro, BBICOKO MOJHSIT 3aiiYOHKA.
Ocrasock TOBKO 3aKpenuTh BepEBKY. OTIIsABIBASACH IO CTOPOHAM, [IaKaJl B TEMHOTE 000 4TO-TO CIIO-
TKHYJICS. DTO ObUT TOPUAIIMI M3-TIO 3MJI KOpeHb JepeBa. HarnyBimich, makan noTporai KOpeHb
1, yOeJUBILINCh B €0 KPENOCTH, PUHSIICS MTPUBA3bIBATh K HEMY BEPEBKY.

— ThI uTO 3710 HEnaems? — pazaajics BAPYT PAJOM OKPUK BOJIKA.

[Makan, oT HEOXKMUAAHHOCTH B3POTHYB, UyTh HE BBITYCTUJ U3 PYK BEPEBKY.

—Bor... noiiMa, — mpoOOPMOTaI OH, C TPYAOM 3aTATHMBAs Y3 MTPeIaTeIbCKH 3a[POKABIIMU
pyKamu. — 3asI] Tak KPerKo ClaJl, YTo Aaxe He MPOCHYIICS, — NPUOaBUII OH, TIOJHUMASICh.
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OrszieB BCE coopykeHre U MPOBEPHUB OJHOM PYKOM, KPETIKO JIM JIEPKUT BEPEBKA, BOJIK 07100~
PUTEIHBHO KPSIKHYIL.

— [punecu Memmku 1 codepu XBOPOCT AJIs1 KOCTPA, — BeJIeN OH, a caM, oI00paB C 3eMJTH BETKH,
HavaJl pa3Kurath KOCTEP TYT Ke, IO UBOU, Ha HEOOJIBINION TUIOMIAIKE, CBOOOTHON OT KYCTOB.

[Makan mo6exan K TOMy, MECTY, Ille OHH C BOJIKOM pa3onuiuch. HeMHOro nporuiytaB B TeM-
HOTE CpPeId PaKWT, IIaKal OTHICKAJI HAKOHEI MEIIKM C BEIaMH M MOTAIIMI UX K yXke pa3ropesIie-
Mycst KOCTpy. OCOOSHHO TSIKEN ObLT OOJBIION MEIIIOK BOJIKA, HAOUTHIN BCAKOM BcssunHOM. [To mopore
IITaKaJT JTMXOPAA0YHO COOOpaK)a, Kak Obl eMy OOXUTPUTH BOJIKA U 3aIIOTYYUTh ceOe J0JTI0 ITOOO0JIbIIIe.
BepHyBIIMCh, OH CIIOKUIJI MEIIKY O] UBOU.

— Ciymait, BOJIK, — Ha4aJ Iakajl, HO yKe 10 TOrO, Kak OTKPBUT POT, OH yKe OTKYAa-TO 3HAJI, 4TO
13 €0 3aTe HUYero He BhiiieT. — JJoObIva xopoimas, Aa ToJbKO 00IbHO MasieHbKast. C He€ ¥ OJIHOMY-
TO HE HAeCThCsl, A €CIIU Pa3/Ie/IUTh Ha JIBOMX... — HE JOKOHYMB, IAKaJl BHIPA3UTEIILHO 3aMOTJall.

— 310 13, — He 000paUMBasICh, MPOTSIHYJI BOJIK, KOTOPBIN PhUICS B CBOEM Melllke. — MajoBaTa
no0bIya.

— Herutoxo 6bu10 OBl yBeMUUTH H0OBIYY. Torma u 1ost Kaxa0ro craHeT Oosnbiie. MOXHO ke
YTO-TO CAENATb. ..

—Yemnyxa! — Bosik BHITAIMII M3 MEIIKA [IMHSIHBIA TOPIIOK M KOCTSIHbIE HOXXH. — JlaBaii, cooupait
XBOPOCT.

— Ho onuH cioco0-T0 ecTb.

— 910 Kakou?

[Maxkan 3atann gpixanue. Ceituac Bc€ permurcs!

— JIuc YepnoOyp u Pooxuii JIuc Toxxe Beap aymanu 00 3TOM, — cKas3ajl OH, OyATO He 3amevast
BOIPOCA TOBAPHIIA, & MPOIOIKAst CBOM pa3MbIIIUIEHUS. — A OHM 00a 3HAJIM TOJIK B OXOTE. ..

— T'oBOpH, HE TSAHM TH 32 XBOCT, — HAXMYPHJICSI OT HETEPIIEHUsI BOJIK.

[pexae yeM OTBETUTB, IIAKAJI CIIIOTHYJL.

— HyxHo oTkapmimBath 100614y, a HE Cpasy. ..

— He yOuras noObiua Bcerma coeraet! — gaxe He AOCTYIIAB, MEpeOUT BOJIK, MOCTABUI PSIOM
C KOCTPOM TOPIIOK U CJIOKHJI PSAOM HOXKH.

[Makan coBceM ymait gyxoMm. MbICib ¢ caMoro Havasa Obuia rioxast. Jlaske eciim Obl BOJIK corJia-
cuics, rje Obl OHM JepiKali 3aiiYOoHKa?

— IaBaii xoTs1 OBl pa3ieuM JOOBIYY IO CIPABEATMBOCTH — IIOPOBHY! — MPOCKYJIHI OH.

Bosik ocran U3 mMelka noTépTyio OJIeHbIO MIKYPY U PacCTeu e€ Toj UBO.

— TeGe — ronoBy, — cKazai OH, C JOBOJBHBIM BHJIOM YCAXKUBASCh HA IIKYPY U OTKHUBIBASICh
CIMHOM Ha CTBOJI JiepeBa.

It0 OblJTa BCErJalIHsIsA A0MS IaKkana B JoObYe, HO HUKOTa enié OHa He Ka3ajach eMy TaKoi
HUYTOKHOM, KaK cervac.

— JloGaBb e1g XOoTs OblI 1Ielo!

— Permmmin oOXutputh MeHs, pa3ziessisi mielo OT TyIoBa? — XOXOTHYJI BOJIK.

[Makan moMopIwics, He TIOHUMAs, IIYTUT €ro TOBAPHUIIl WA TOBOPUT CephE3HO. DTa OblIa
M3BECTHAs MIPUTYA O BOJIKE M JIMCE. XUTPbIN JIC, Aeis AOOBIUY, TaK pa3zesii 1Iel0 OT TYJIOBHIIA,
YTO MEPBOE OKA3aJI0Ch OOJIbIIIE BTOPOTO.

— Tol cam onpenienuiib, rae KOHYaeTcs Iiesl, — IMOCTeIHI CKa3aTh IaKall Ha CTy4Jail, eClii BOJIK
HE IIyTHUT.

— Ecnm otnam Tebe 11eto, TO MHE cCaMOMY YTO OCTaHEeTCs1? — ycMexXHyJIcsl BOJIK. — CaM BUMIIb —
IJTMHHOYXUH coBceM MasieHbkHid. CoOepu XBOPOCT M MPUHECH BOABI, a TO TeOe BOOOIEe HUYEro
He JocTaHercs!

[akan noHypo noramuics B KycTbl. XOTb BOJIK M TYHOBaTblid, HO Tako# ynpsimMbii! Hukak ero
HE TIepeXUTPUTH U He riepeyoeanTs. HabpaB 1iesyio oxarnky CyXux BETOK, IaKasl BEPHYJICS U MOAJIO-
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KWJI 4acTh UX B KocTtép. HacTtpoenue coBcem ucnoptusock. Teneps, Korjaa 3aiiuaTUHBI €My Tojiara-
JIOCh COBCEM MaJIO, €€ XOTEJIOCh ENIE CUJIbHEE, YeM TPEKIE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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