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Little Buddha

«I'want to fall into all categories —and no categories!»
Keanu Reeves

Much Ado About Keanu by Jim Turner

Detour Magazine (US), May 1993

«In the world I live in, people want to have a good
life, be happy and content. But we all feel that there’s
something there that is bigger than we are, more
powerful, more formidable. Buddhism helped me get
closer to this secret».

Keanu Reeves

The naked gun: Keeh-aahh-nooohh!! by Gabriela
Herpell

Tempo (Ge), September 1993

Die meisten Menschen sind wie ein fallendes Blatt,
das weht und dreht sich durch die Luft, und schwankt,
und taumelt zu Boden. Andre aber, wenige, sind wie
Sterne, die gehen eine feste Bahn, kein Wind erreicht
sie, in sich selber haben sie ihr Gesetz und ihre Bahn.
(Hermann Hesse. Siddhartha)

...JUIS BEJMKOro (He MoOOICh 3TOr0 CJIOBA) MTAJIbSIHCKOIO
pexuccepa bepHapno bepromyuyun 10T (pmbM OBLT TPETHIM
B CBOEOOpA3HOU TPWJIOTHHU, TIOCBAIIEHHON BOCTOKY, W sIBUB-
1Ieiicsi BaXKHBIM 3TAroM B €ro xkusHeTBopuectse. [lepbiM Obl1
snuveckui «IlocnenHuii umrepaTop», HaaeJaBIINI MHOTO ITy-



My U NOTy4MBIIMK Kydy «OckapoB», notoM — «[log mokpo-
BOM HeOec» — HETIOHSITHBI, BEJTMKOJICITHBIN, 3aBOPAKBAIOIIAN
(1, ecTeCTBEHHO, HEIl[a/IHO OTUIEBAHHBIN KPUTHKAMU), U BOT Te-
nepb — «Masienbkuii bya».

...KOTOpPBI ObLT BCTPeUeH KPUTUKAMU C HEKOTOPHIM HEJIO-
yMEHHeM, ¥ ObUIO OTYErO.

Jl1s1 Hauana HUKTO HE MOT MOHSATh — ¢ 4ero Ol aBTopy «Ilo-
cneanero Tanro B [lapuxke», «Kongopmucra» u «Ctpareruu na-
yKa» CHUMATh TIOI0OHOE HEMOHATHO 4TO?

Hy, npencraBere cebe — 0ObIUHAS KU3Hb, OOBIYHON aMepH-
KaHCKOW CEMbH — T1ara — apXUTEeKTOp, MaMa — YUUTeIbHUIA Ma-
TEeMaTUKW U WX JEBATUJICTHUI ChIH. B OMVH TpeKkpacHbId JIeHb
K HUM B JIOM 3asIBJISIETCS TPyIIa U3 YeThIpeX WU MATU THOET-
CKMX MOHAXOB C TIOTPSICAIONIMM HM3BecTHeM: «MBbI lyMaeM, 4To
BaIll ChIH MOXET OBbITh pEMHKApHAIIMed M3BECTHOIO THOETCKO-
IO NIepBOCBSAIICHHUKA». PouTe i (4TO HEYJUBUTEIILHO) HE Cpa-
3y TIPOHUKAIOTCSI 3TOW Meel, HO BCe-TaKH, B KOHIIE — KOHIIOB,
MaJIbYMK OTHPABJISETCS ¢ OTIOM B TuOeT, uToObl, TaK CKa3arh,
OIPEJICIUTHCS HA MeCTe.

['maBHBIN MOHAX Bpy4aeT eMy HEeOOJBIIYI0 KHUXKHUILY, TTOBECT-
BYIOIIIYIO O TOM, a KTO Tako#, BooOiie, byaaa — u ¢ atoro mo-
MEHTa MOBECTBOBaHME CJIOBHO OBl pa3jiesisieTcsl Ha JiBa pycia —
MaJTbYMK YUTAET KHUTY, & Mbl CMOTPUM (DUIIBM O JKU3HEHHOM



nyta Cunaxaprxu ['ayramsl.

Takoii BOT «OyIAM3M ISl YallHUKOB», XOTs1 Beprony4uun cam
Ha3BaJl 3TOT (PUIIbM «JIETCKUM», YTO CTPOrO rOBOPSI, HE COBCEM
Tak. Ho Torga mouemy Takoii CTpaHHBIH CIOKET, ¥, BOOOIIIE, O YeM
3TO BCe?

Korpga bepnapno bepronyuyuun pemmn cHumath «MajieHbKO-
ro bynny», nepBoHauaibHO, IAe-TO MECSIIA [1Ba, OH UCKaJl CBOE-
TO MPHHIIA CPEeV UHAUNCKUX akTepoB. OHM ObLTN KPACHBBHI, Ta-
JIAHTJIMBBI, HO — «a cerlyac 1 1 MOU COPOK CJIOHOB CTaHILyEM» —
BCE — TaK¥ 3TO OBLIO HE COBCEM TO, UTO bepronyuun xoten. A xo-
Tes oH, yToOsl CuaaxapTxa BHIIsAE Kak Moioaol CaThsiikuT
Pei, nereHjapHbpI THAMUCKUNA pexXuccep (KOTOPBIN, KCTATH, U3-
HavyaJbHO OBUI, BOOOIIE, IPOTHUB ChEMOK MOJ0OHOTO (hUIIbMa),
HO yBbl — «I was really desperate,» he says bluntly. «I couldn’t
find any Indian actors; I saw tapes of hundreds. I had a casting
director looking for two months.»'

Hy, ¢dpunbMbl, Kak M3BECTHO, AENATCA HA XOPOLIME, TUIOXHE
Y UHAMICKUE. .. HO, BOT, KaK BBICKA3aJICs IO MOBOAY KMHEMATO-
rpacpa ponHOU cTpaHbl Kak pa3 ToT cambii Carbsamxut Pen: «Co-
CcmasHble uacmi CpeoHezo PunbMa Ha XUHOU XOPOULO UZBECTIHDL:
UBEMHAsL NAEHKA (NPEOnOUMUmMensHo ,UCmMmen " ); Wmyk cemv-
80CeMb NeCeH, UCNOAHEHHBIX 2010CAMU, KOMOpble 6Ce 3HAIOM

' Ruth Sullivan, «Cinema’s Tolerant Titan» in The Guardian, 17 December 1993



U 005N, CONbHBILL UNU 2PYNNOBOU manel, (uem pummuumee, mem
ayuute); nA0Xas 0e8yKa — Xopoulas 0e8YuKa, nAoXoll OHOULA —
XOpOWUIl IOHOWA, POMAH — HO 0e3 noueayes; cne3vl, 2pyobslii Xo-
XOMm, CCOpPbl, NOZOHSL, MEN0OPAMA,; 2€POU, KOMOPble CYULeCMBYIOm
8 COUUANBHOM 8AKYYME; HCUAUUA, KOMOPLIX He HALimU 6He CIMeH
nasunboHO8; coemku Hamypol 8 Kyay, Manaau, Ymu, Kawmupe,
Jlonoone, Iapuorce, I onkonze, Tokuo... a umo mam 2o6opums?
Ilocmompume at00vle mpu gpunoma Ha XUHOU, U 8 O8YX U3 HUX 6bl
OOHapydICcUme MoNbKO MO NEPEUUCIEHHOE. » °

[Tostomy bBepronydyun mOpUIIIOCh HECKOJIBKO PACHIMPUThH
Kpyr cBoux mouckoB. Kwany pexwuccep yBumen B «My Own
Private Idaho» 1 BAOXHOBJIEHHBIH TO JI €70 UTPOM, TO JIK BHEIII-
HOCTBIO, el ModeceJoBaTh C MOJIOIBIM aKTEPOM.

«l'd looked at several Indian actors and was getting desperate
because I couldnt find my Siddhartha,» says Bernardo Bertolucci,
«when I read in the papers that Keanu was half- Western and half-
Hawaiian and Chinese, so I arranged a meeting.’

«Bernardo called me and told me that he had liked my work
in My Own Private ldaho and that he wanted to meet me.*, -no3-
ke BcnoMuHan Krany. OH oueHb XOTe NpOM3BECTA HA UMEHU-

2 ur. mo: https://kinanet.livejournal.com/1386941.html

3 Keanu’s Eccentric Adventure by Kristine McKenna; Los Angeles Times (US), June
5, 1994

* Exotic Rebel by José Luis Lépez Imagines (Spain), January 1994



TOTO pekuccepa Xopollliee BlieyaTieHue, O3TOMY — HO TYT HaJlo
clienaTh Tay3y, YToObI 10 JIOCTOMHCTBY OIIEHUTh COBEPINIEHHBIN
UM TIOJIBUT .

...Hy XOpOIIIO-XOPOIIO, HE TOJBUT, HO HEYTO TepOMIecKOe
B 3TOM, 6e3yclIoBHO, 6b110. UTak: Kuany asucs B Heio-Mopk-
CKMIi OTeJIb Ha BCTpedy ¢ BepHapno Beproiydyuu, onersiii B Ko-
CTIOM M TaJICTYyK.

Bot umenHo, Bbl He ocCJIbIIIIAINCh.
B KOCTIOM u I'AJICTVK.

CBUHbBM TOJIETEIIN.

An 3ameps3.

3uMyOIIUA pak MpoOyInsIcs U TOCIIE JTOKIUYKA B YeTBEepr
CBHCTHYJI HA TOpe MMoJ roJIyOOH JIyHOH.

Hy na, 310 npuHecno cBou 1wiofpl, ¥ bepromyuyuu ObuT Brie-
YaTyeH:

«He obviously wanted the part, because he arrived dressed
in a way I've never seen him dressed since — he was wearing a suit
and tie. I guess he thought I was an old European academician.’

BOBMO)KHO, 9TO TaK U OBLJIO: BO BCEX HWHTCPBbIO KI/IaHy Ha3bI-

3 Keanu’s Eccentric Adventure by Kristine McKenna; Los Angeles Times (US), June
5, 1994



BAET €ro OYeHb NOUTUTENILHO «Mr Bertolucci». Takon 4eCcTy HU
JI0, HU TIOCJIe, KAXKETCsl, C €r0 CTOPOHBI HE YIOCTAUBAJICS HUKTO.

Pexwuccep cipocun Kuany, 3HaeT i TOT 4TO-HUOYIL O Oy/-
ou3Me, Boooine, u o Cuaaxaprxe, B YaCTHOCTH. AKTEp YeCTHO
MpU3HAJICS, 9T0 HU4Yero. OT CJI0Ba «COBCEM».

I didn't know anything. I didn't know the story of Siddhartha
or anything else, for that matter.%

OH BOOOIIE HA TOT MOMEHT OBUI UEJIOBEKOM HE TO, YTOOBI
penuruo3HeiM. Jlaxke s Takoro (Kak OH caM HasbiBasl ceOst)
bourgeois white boy:

I come from a background that is not Christian. My mother is
English and has no interest in the church, no Western religiosity.
In my life I have searched for and asked about God. I joined
a Bible group for a bit when I was 11 but it was boring.”

Ckopee Bcero, 3nech Knany BcrioMuHaeT BpeMst yueObl B Ka-
tonmyeckoM koyiemke De La Salle, riae oH 3aHMMAJICS, B OCHOB-
HOM, UTPOM B YJIMYHBINA XOKKEH, 1 axke ObLT yIOCTOeH MOYeTHO-
ro 3BaHus «Urpok roga»... BOT, COOCTBEHHO M BCE, YTO MOXHO
CKa3aTh O PeMTMO3HOM BOCIUTAHUM rocnoavHa Pug3a.

«I knew about the Ten Commandments, Jesus on the Cross, and

6 Keanu Reeves King! TV Hits Minibook No.22 (UK), ~ June 1994

7 Keanu Achieves Nirvana; i-D Magazine, «The Sound Issue» (UK), April 1993;
Interview and Photography by Stephen Hamel.



the Virgin Mary but that was about it.®

Her, KOHeYHO, caMoO CJIOBO «Oyija» OH BCe-TaKH CJIBIIIAL:
When I was a kid my mother had Chinese artifacts, so to me
Buddha was this big fat smiling guy.’

3nech HeoOXomuMoO HeOosbIoe nosicHenue. Ckopee BCero,
B JoMme ceMb Kuany Obutn ¢purypku «Cwmeromierocst byaapi»,
KOTOPOTro MHOIAA OMIMOOYHO OTOXIeCTBIsAOT ¢ Bymmon Illa-
KbsIMyHHM (Hactosiiee ums Cuaaxaprxa ['ayrama), ocHoBaTesiemM
Oyaau3ma, 4to, BOOOIIe-TO, He COOTBETCTBYET JNEWCTBUTEIHHO-
CTH.

Jleno B TOM, 4TO camo CJIOBO «Oy/jia», YTO 3HAUUT «ITPOCBE-
IIEHHBIN», 3T0 HEe MMs, TaK Ha3bIBAIOT YeJIOBEKa, JOCTUITIIErO
HanOoJiee BBICOKOTO «COCTOSIHUSI JTyXOBHOTO COBEPIIIEHCTBOBA-
HUS» WK «O0IXW», TIOITOMY OYII0H SIBJISIETCS JTIOOOM, OTK PhIB-
MK JXapMy (ACTHHY) U JOCTUTTIWY IPOCBETICHUSA.

Tak 4TO, COrIaCHO OJHOM U3 MHOKECTBA JiereH 1, CMeromui-
csa bynna siBisiercs mpocto OyAIuiACKUM MOHAXOM, MOCTIeI0Ba-
TEJIEM PEJIUTMU, OCHOBAHHOM 33JI0JITO JIO €r0 POKIACHMS.

8 Keanu: the star they can’t pin down by Susan Granger; Unknown Paper (US), ~
June 1994

9 Keanu Achieves Nirvana; i-D Magazine, «The Sound Issue» (UK), April 1993;
Interview and Photography by Stephen Hamel.



JlaBHBIM-aBHO TIO0 JoporaM Kurast Opomun MOHax, U3BECT-
HbI1 1o uMeHeM Lu-/13y. 3a ciuHOM OH TacKasl BHYIIUTEIbHBIN
MEIIOK, W KOIZa €ro CIpalllMBajM, YTO B HEM, TO OTBEYAJ, YTO
TaMm y Hero Bech Mup. O/IHU JIeTeH bl TOBOPAT, YTO MEUIOK MO-
Haxa JOBepXy HAINOJHEH COKPOBUIIIAMH, KOH(ETaMu JIJis JeTeu,
€I0¥ ¥ TofIapKaMu it OeJHBIX. [pyrue jereHapl yTBepKAaloT,
YTO B MEUIOK MOHaX COOMpPAeT MUPCKUE HECUacThsl U JIIOACKHE
poOJIeMBI.

Tak wiaM “Have, HO 3a 3TY CBOK MPUBBIYKY MOHAX MOTYYMII
MIPO3BHUILIE «XOJIIIOBBII MEIIOK», MO-KUTAWCKU 3BYUHUT KaK «XO-
Teil», a Mo-sAMOHCKH, Kak «bynai». [Tocie cmeptn MoHaxa, Xo-
Tesl CTAJIM CYMTaTh BOCBMBIM IO cuéTy Oymnou, Bymmoi Maii-
tpetieit. (bynna [akessmynu, To ecth Cuaxaprxa [ayrama Obut
Kak pa3 ceapMbiM). [lo kaHOHaM Oypym3ma, Bymana Maiitpeiis
SABJIsIETCA OOIXUCATTBOM JIEBSITOTO YPOBHSI, KOTOPOMY ITPEICTO-
uT ponuthest bygnoit Manym yepe3 5000 et nocie cMeptu
Besmkoro byl lHlakbsiMyHH, ¥ €ro MpUX0J O3HAMEHYET 10CTH-
*KEHHe MUPOM aOCOTIIOTHOM TapMOHHUMU.

A T1I0Ka 3TO He Tpou3oIILIo, Ha Boctoke Xotel sBiseTcs of-
HAM U3 ceEMH OOrOB CYACTbA — U 3TO O0KECTBO WU300WINA, [I0-
BOJILCTBA U TIPOIBETAHUSI.

ToncThIM ke OH TOXe cTa Janeko He cpasy. [1o apyroit ieren-
Jie, Ha 3TOT pa3 Tarckou, (B Tannange Cmeromerocs bynny Ha-



3biBaloT [1xpa CaHrkarrsii), poauiicsi MOHaX Ha yAUBJIEHUE Kpa-
CHBBIM W CTPOUMHBIM, M JIaXke KOXa Y Hero OblUla He TaKoW, Kak
y IIPOCTBIX CMEPTHBIX, & 30JI0TUCTON. CUUTAIICSA OH OTHUM U3 JIIO-
O6uMbIx yuyeHUKOB Bynpt [llakpsiMyHU U IpOCTIaBUJICS yMEHUEM
BO BCEH ICHOCTH IOHOCUTh AO MPOCTHIX CMEPTHBIX CMBICI OT-
KPOBEHUM Y4UHTEI.

OueHb MoXoxe, YTO ObLIT OH ¥ OTHOM U3 penHKapHaiuii Kuany
Pug3a, nouemy Het? Tem Oonee —

Bce Obl XOPOIIO, HO MOHAaX OBUT TaK KPAacHB, YTO Ha HErO
HEU3MEHHO 3aCMaTpUBAJIMCh TMOCIIeI0BAaTEIbHUIIbI (M TOCHIEN0-
Barenu!) yueHus Bynuel, fa Tak, 4TO OT HUX HEPEAKO YCKOJIb3all
CMBICIT TTPOTIOBE/IN, TIOCKOJIBKY OHU HE MOHaxa CIyIIaJu, a Mpe-
JaBaJIMICh PA3HOOOPA3HBIM I'PEXOBHBIM MBICIISIM. Y3HaB 00 9TOM,
[Mxpa CaHrkaTTsii pem HaBceria n30aBUThCS OT CBOeH (pU3M-
4yeckoil KpacoTbl. OH BOIIIEN B COCTOSIHUE ITTYOOKOW MeIUTaIiu
1 TpaHCOPMHUPOBAIT CBOM (PUBUUECKUI OOJIMK, CTAB MAJIEHBKUM
v ToJICTBIM. Takue aena.

W, taku 1a, YT00BI MPUMAHUTH yAa4dy U OOraTCTBO, HYKHO I10-
Teperh Cmeromemycst Byane mysuko! 9to He Oyanuiickast Tpa-
JIIIYSI, HO, TOBOPSAT, YTO OHA BCE PaBHO padoTaer

Bepronyuun pacckazan Kuany upgelo Oymyiero duiibma,
1 YIIOMSIHYJI, KOTO IMEHHO €My IIPeJCTOUT BOTUIOTUTH Ha IKpa-
HE... €CJI, KOHEYHO, 10 9TOr0 JIONIET:



He spoke about the lamas he had met and how he had come
from a non-religious background, a disbelieving aspect, and he
felt he had met religious men and they infected him, you know?
And as he told the story, I was crying, I was very excited to be
there. When I said I was crying, I didn't, like, drench my jeans, but
I was fucking moist on it because it was very sweet and moving
and I was affected by seeing this man affected. I was thinking,
my God, this is audacious!'’, u Bepnapno bepronyuyun moHsi,
9TO, TMOXOXE, TIOMCKU 3aBEPIIIEHbl — ¥ OH HaIllleJl — TAKK CBOETO
Cupnaxaprxy:

He was shy and not too articulate, and he blushed a bit and
occasionally burst into nervous laughter. He was adorable and
I was very taken, and within five minutes I'd decided to go with
him.»"! X0Ts1, Bce-Taku, Bce MPOU3OIILTIO COBCEM He TaK ObICTPO.

Hla u cam Kmany, Kak 3T0 y Hero oObIKHOBEHHO U OBIBAJIO,
TOXe MOBEPIJT B ce0s1 TAJIEKO He cpasy:

«But I guess I wasn't right for the part and he told me so. He
said, «Well, it was nice to meet you but now I have to go off and
cast this film.»"?

10 Keanu Achieves Nirvana; i-D Magazine, «The Sound Issue» (UK), April 1993;
Interview and Photography by Stephen Hamel.

' Keanuw’s Eccentric Adventure by Kristine McKenna; Los Angeles Times (US),
June 5, 1994

12 A Star is Reborn by Lesley O'Toole; Bite Magazine (UK), April 1994



...HY, 4TO X — HET, TaK HeT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TO, KaK BUIWT
pOJb pekHccep, He 00s3aTebHO COBMAIAET C BUACHUEM OHOM
aktepa. Kuany ornpaswics B Utanuio Ha cbeMku «Much Ado
About Nothing», CyHYB B UeMOIaH HECKOJIbKO HAY YHO-TIOITYJISIP-
HBIX KHUT 10 Oypm3my. (Ckopee Bcero, 3To ObLJIO UTO-TO BpOjie
HeOOJIBINON KHIKEUKH O prHIe CuaaxapTxe, KOTOPYIo B (pUITb-
me necatwietHuin [xecc Konpan momyumn ot namsl HopOy —
MHOT0 TOMYJISIPHOCTH, HO MaJio HaydyHocTH. Ho, BO3MOKHO, 3TO
OBLJIO UTO-TO BIOJIHE Cephe3HOe, caM KuaHy ynoMuHaeT o KHure
Hanaii-Jlambl «Kindness, Clarity And Insight». )

OH ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM yYacTBOBAJ B MPOEKTE M0 Mbece CBOe-
ro mooumoro Illekcninpa, XoTs1 U Bopyai: It was a very positive
experience but they cut my character’s role too much.'* Ho — 3ato
y HEro OCTaBajioCh JIOCTATOYHO CBOOOIHOTO BPEMEHHM JIJIsI UTe-
HUSL.

N ue Tosnbko.

Bot, 4TO MHTEpecHO: Korga Thl JBUKENIbCS MO KU3HU B CO-
IJ1aCHU C SHEPreTUUECKMMU TIOTOKaMu BeenleHHo, oHa mogopa-
chIBaeT Tebe Takue BCTPEUH U CUTYAlIUH, KOTOpBIE, Oy/ITydu OMu-
CAaHHBIMHU B pOMaHe WJIH CIIEHAPWHU, BHITJISIICTH Obl, KaK TPUTSI-
HYThIE 32 YIIIM TPUBUAJIbHEUIIINE COBNIaIeHUs. B cMbIciie, B KU3-
HU TaKoro He ObIBaerT!

Hy, na, a kak xe.

13 Accion (Spain), October 1995; Interview by Gemma A. Bautista



Opny wu3 smmsommueckux posnen B «Much Ado About
Nothing», a umeHHo — AHTOHMO, Opara ceHbopa JleoHarto
(MOMHUTE KU3HEPAJIOCTHOTO 3/I0POBSIKA C OKJIAAUCTOW OOpo-
Jou?) — ceirpalt aHrMickum aktep bpaian bieccun (anrs. Brian
Blessed). Ha MomeHT cheMOK emy OBLUIO 3[J0POBO 3a MSATHIE-
CAT, U K 3TOMy MOMEHTY OH ychesl caejaTh yXke OYeHb MHO-
roe. B yacTHOCTH, COBEPIINTh HECKOJIBKO MOMBITOK BOCXOXK[E-
HUS HA DBEPECT (U HE TOJIBKO TY/1a, AKTEP 3aHUMAJICS AJIbIIMHU3-
MOM BIIOJIHE TPO(PECCUOHATIBHO), BO BPEMS OHOW U3 KOTOPBIX,
10 ero COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM, OH Mo3HakomMuJics ¢ [Janaii-Jlamoi
U JIaXe MPOBEJ C HUM HECKOJIbKO CIIAPPUHIOB, Be/lb B IPOIILIOM
Bpaitan — npodeccuonanbHbil 60kcep, a Janaii-Jlama, no ciy-
XaM, HETUTOXOU KyJIauHbIiA OOerl.

According to a much-touted anecdote, when Blessed had an
audience with his holiness, he noticed that there were some old
boxing gloves lying around. So, of course, the first thing he did
was to challenge the living manifestation of the god of compassion
to a fight. And even though Blessed says the Lama was «absolutely
dreadful» in the face of his own considerable heft, he still let
him win.'*

Bpaiian u cTan nepBeiM HacTaBHUKOM KuaHy B Oynausme, Ha-
YUUB €r0 MeIUTHPOBATb.

«Have you heard of chakras? They’re energy centres. I had

14 Why every man should aspire to be Brian Blessed by Edward Tew; The Telegraph;
09 Oct 2015



an experience of that, which basically, in the beginning, was just
a feeling of magnitude. 1 was meditating in Tuscany and 1 felt
as big as a valley. I'd move my arm and it would feel like it was
18 miles long. The man who taught me to meditate said to me, «As
soon as you think you know something, you don't know it.» I was
thinking, «Oh no, doomed again! Just doomed...»"

Poms Kmany B «Much Ado About Nothing» Oputa mouTtu
SMU30IUYECKON, Tak uto I saw Bernardo Bertolucci again twice
in Rome and one day on the phone he asked me if I would accept
the part. I jumped for joy!'®

Ho, BepHbiii cebe, Bce xe cripocu y bepromyyun — «Iloue-
My A?7» I was shocked when Bernardo Bertolucci said he wanted
me to play Siddhartha. I asked him why, and he said, «Your
innocence!» and he shaped a mountain with his hands and put
my innocence at the top. He didn t realize that my whole mountain
was innocence. He was just amazed that someone could be that
innocent.»"’

[ think by innocence he includes youth, ignorance and naiveté...
That said, I think that in fact this innocence is one of my

15 Speed Kills by Lesley O’Toole; Shake! (NZ), August 1994
16 Keanu Reeves, State of Grace by Michel Rebichon; Studio (Fr), December 1993

17 Keanu Reeves: lasting action hero by Sara Voorhees; San Francisco Examiner
(US), June 16, 1994



dominant characteristics. The same way you have some people
who exude intelligence and others sensuality and like, when you
meet them they actually are intelligent or sensual. Besides, if
I really look, most of the characters I've played bear the stamp
of this innocence...

Danceny in Dangerous Liaisons, the cop in Point Break, my
character in Bram Stoker’s Dracula, they were all innocents. Even
when you look back at River’s Edge. The first part where I'm not
at all innocent, I mean not at all, is in Much Ado About Nothing.
But if for Little Buddha I actually had at the beginning the bravery
of innocence, as soon as I started to get into the character, I felt
more and more the weight of responsibility.'?

Bripouem, mokupoBansl BeiOOpom bepromyuun Obutd Bce,
He Tosibko Kuany. B 1o, uto Tap criocoben ceirpath byany, mo-
BEPUTH OBUIO CIIOKHO JIake JIpy3bsiM akTepa. [loxoxkas ucropus
ObuTa Tiepen cbeMkamu «Point break», korma Katpun burenoy
yOex1aia poIloCcepoB B MPABUILHOCTH cBOero Bhidopa Kuany
PuB3a Ha posb reposi 6oeBuka. «Ten B O0eBUKe ?».

HeuTo moxosxee MpoOUCXOAWIIO U cefvac, HO eci OOEBUK, —
9TO YTO-TO BCE-TaKU HE COBCEM CEPbe3HOE, TO OJIHA U3 IJIABHBIX
poseit B pusibMe 00 OCHOBATelle OTHOM M3 MUPOBBIX PEJIUTHM. . .

Kak ckazan 6s1 Teq — Whoa!

18 Keanu Reeves, State of Grace by Michel Rebichon; Studio (Fr), December 1993



Ia m To mpaBaa: BOT MEPENO MHOM CeMvyac HECKOJIBbKO (ho-
torpacduii — Kuany Pus3 Gecenyer ¢ OyIMACKUMU MOHaXaMH,
Kuany PuB3 BHUMaTenbHO CiyliaeT oOBbsICHEHUs pekuccepa. ..
1 Bbl XOTHTE CKazaTh, YTO ITOT JIOXMATHI MapeHb, MOXOKUN
Ha HEYKJIIOXKETo IeHKa-noapocTka — bynna?

He cmemmmte Mou Tanku.

Beprony4umn, Kcrat, BIIOJHE OTHaBaJl ce0e OTYeT B HEOll-
HO3HAYHOCTH TOJOOHOTO BBIOOpPa M OBUT B Kypce BCEX IIyTOK
10 3TOMY MOBO/Y, HO OH, B OTJIMUKE OT OCTAIBHBIX, yMEJ CMOT-
peTh He Ia3amu.

«I knew people would find this an outrageous choice,» he adds.
«How can Keanu, the idol of American teen-agers, be Buddha?
1 tried to put such things out of my mind and I'm enchanted with
what he came up with — he seems as though he’s not touching the
ground when he walks in the film. Keanu has an innocence I felt
was crucial to the role of Siddhartha — his innocence is on his face
and it goes to the core of his personality, and that’s why I cast
him.»
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