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AJjekcen KouncrauTunosuu ToJicron
AMeHa

ComHile yxe ObUTO Ha 3aKare, Korja s, CO CTHJIETOM B KapMa-
He, ipuities B Konuszeit; HO 4yaHOe ocBellieHre ApeBHEro amu-
Tearpa He MPUBJIEKAI0 MOET0 BHUMAHMS; KaXa MILICHU S KUIIe-
JIa B TPyIU MO€W1 U BbITECHSIa BCe ipyrue Mbiciu. [lepeno MHoi
MIPOXOIWJIA OJHO 32 JIPYTHUM BCE OOCTOSTENILCTBA, TIPUBE/IIIINE
MeHs B 3TU pa3BajiMHbI; 1 BCIOMHUJI CBOE 3HAKOMCTBO ¢ Ilernu-
HOW; BCIIOMHUJI BCE AIOBUTBHIE IIYTKU Mopersi, KOTOpbIi, Kak
37101 JIyX, He TiepecTaBal MnpecjeaoBarh MeHsl BO Bce peObiBa-
HHUe Moe B PuMe; HakOHeIl, BCIOMHWI €r0 MOCTISAHIO 00Uy 1
3aJIpOKaj OT SIPOCTH. ..

Bnpyr nocislmanocs 3HakOMO€e NeHHe, pa3aalicsl 3BOH KOJIO-
KOJIPUMKA, U JUIMHHBIM Psifi JIIOAEW C 3aBELIEHHbIMU JIMIIAMU BO-
1ieJ B BOPOTa U MOTSIHYJICSI BOKPYT apeHbl, OCTAHABJIMBASICh Y
KaK/I0M YaCOBHU M YMTAsI BIOJITOJI0CAa MOJTUTBBL. Q00I11e] Bee 10
OJHOM Y MPEKJIOHMB KOJIEHO MEpe]] KPECTOM, Ha CPE/IMHE APEHBI,
Opatbsi MIJIOCEPUS B TIPEKHEM TOPSIIKE BBIILUTA U3 am(puTeaT-
pa; JIIIb OAWH OCTAJICS HEMIOABUIKEH, PaCIIPOCTEPTHIN Y MOIHO-
kust kpecta. — O Ipy3bss Mo, MPOINAeTe JU Bbl MeHs? — MPo-
W3HEC OH IVIYXO M TaKMM CTPAHHBIM T'OJIOCOM, UTO I HEBOJIbHO
3arpeneTtai. He3HakoMmel| MOIHsT TOJIOBY, U CKBO3b MPOpPE3aH-
HBIE JIbIPbI €r0 MOKPbIBAJIA YCTPEMUIUCh HA MEHSI BhIPA3UTEb-



HbI€E I71a3a ero. — MoJiofoi 4esnoBek, — CKa3all OH, — 51 3Hal0, KOro
Thl OXKUACIIh U C KAKUM HaAMEPEHHEM, U 51 3aTeM 3[eCh, YT00
OCTaHOBUTh TeOsl Ha Kpato Oe3/IHbl M yIepKaTb OT MpPecTyIuie-
HUsA. — K10 THI? — cripocuin s ¢ u3ymjeHueM, — U OoT4ero tebde
W3BECTHBI MOU COKpOBEHHeHIIMe MbIciiu? — KTo Obl s1 HU ObUI, —
OTBeYaJl OH TOPXKECTBEHHO, — Omaropapu bora, yto OH 103BO-
71 Te0e BCTPETUTh MEeHsI, 1 BHEMJIM MOHMM CJIOBaM: Ha 9TOM ca-
MOM MECTe, I7Ie Mbl TENIEph CTOMM, COBEPILIMIIOCh HEKOIJa yKac-
HOE€ MPECTYIUIEHUE, U KECTOKO 32 HEero Haka3aH MpecTYNMHUK!
Chyimaii, — mpoioyKal He3HaKOMell, OOJIOKOTSICh Ha KaluTellb
JpeBHEN KOJIOHHBI, KOTOPOU 00I0MKH pa30pocaHbl ObLTH T10 ape-
He, — s pacCKaxy Tebe HeuTo, CIIyYMuBIleecs IaBHO, OYeHb JaB-
HO: "Bo BpeMeHa umneparopa MakcumuaHna xxuwid B Pume nBa
apyra, Bukrop u AMBpocuii, n 06a oau OputH XxprictTuane. Cect-
pa Bukrtopa Oblia rnmomMosiBiieHa 32 AMBpPOCHsl, U JI€Hb MX CBa-
JbOBI yKe MTPUONHIKAIICS; HO Jie OpayuHblil BEHEl| TPOBUIEHHE Ha-
3Hayaso Jleonnu. B TO BpeMs Kecapp CTaJl PeCieqoBaTh HaILy
CBAITYIO BEPY U LIEJIBIMU THICSTYAMU TTOTUOAIN €T0 KePTBbI, HHbIC
pacTep3aHHbIe 3BEPsIMU, PyTre CBepKeHHbIe co cKasbl Taprieii-
ckoil. bpaTbs, 1eT U Ipy3bsi STUX HECUACTHBIX COOPAITUCH B OT-
JajieHHenen yactu PuMa v mpuHecn nepes KpecToM Topxke-
CTBEHHBIN 00ET: CKOpee YMEPETh B MyUEHHUSIX eIlle YKaCHEHIIHX,
YeM XOTsl €IMHBIM CJIIOBOM OTpeubcsi OT UcTMHHOrO bora. Buk-
TOp U AMBpOCHA ObLIT MEX/1y JaBIIUMU ceit 06eT. OHKM OpocH-
JIMCh B OOBSTUSI APYT Ipyra W MOJKPENUIN Ce3aMU YMUJICHUST
CBSIILICHHYIO KJIATBY. [laObl CyIIeCTBEHHBIM CHUMBOJIOM O3HAMe-



HOBaTh CBOW JAYXOBHBII COI03, AMBPOCHUIA CHSUI ¢ ce0sl TOTy, Ha-
Jel1 ee Ha BUkTopa, a cam MOKpPBLICA TOTolo CBOEro apyra. — Mo-
’KeM JI MBI ObITh cyacTiuBee? — cka3an oH Buktopy. — Cectpa
TBOsI CKOPO OyZeT MO€I0 keHOI0; a €CTh JI B SI3bIY€CKO JIPEBHO-
CTH XOTsI OIMH IIPUMEP TaKoM JIPYKObI, Kak Haia? — byaem O71a-
TOIapUTh BCEBBIIITHETO, — OTBevYas BukTop, — qapoBasiero tede
moOOBb, a MHE JIpykO0y, Kak PeKpacHOe MpeAuyBCTBUE OXKUA-
IOIETO HAC B TOM kU3HU ONakeHCTBa, HO He 3a0y/ieM, UTO BeJIH-
Ka BJIACTh Bpara 4eJ0BEYECKOro U YTO KO3HU €r0 HEUCUUCIIMMBI.
CyacTbe Hallle He OT MHpa Cero, U Mbl He JOJIKHBI €My Tpejia-
BaThCs BIOJHE, HO O/IETh U MOJIUTHCS, Ja0bl Bpar He PacKUHYI
HaM ceTell B CaMyl0 MUHYTY YIIO€HHS. AMBPOCUI HE OTBEYAJl HU
CJIOBA, HO BHYTPEHHE YITPEKHYJI CBOETO pyra B U3JUIITHEN 00513~
JUBOCTH. B TOT campblil Beuep AMBpPOCHIA, TPOXO/Isi MUMO XpaMa
Benepbl, KOTOPOro pa3BajvHbl BUIHBI Ype3 3T BOPOTA, YCIIbl-
11aJ1 [IPOH3UTENbHBIE BOILIM, CMELIAHHbIE C HEMCTOBBIMU KPUKa-
MU; HECKOJIbKO (pakenioB OyiecHynu repes HUM. BeixBaTtuB Med,
OH OpocHJICs BIiepe[] ¥ YBUIET YEThIPEX MPETOPHUSHIIEB, BIEKY-
KX 32 COOOI0 IEBYIIKY C PACIyILIEHHbIMHU BOJIOCAMU, B pacTep-
3aHHOU ofiexJe. HeckonbKo yaapoB Meua paccesiyii XUIIHUKOB.
AMBpOCHIA TIOHSUT OPOIIIEHHBI OHUM U3 HUX (DaKesl M XOTel
TIOMOYb JIEBYIIIKE BCTaTh, HO OHA Obl1a B 0OMOpoke. OH cTaul rie-
pel Helo Ha KOJIEHU U HavyaJl TepeTh €€ BUCKH, JIAJJOHU U MOJOII-
Bbl. BCKOpe OHa packpsuia I71a3a, U JMILO €€ MOKPbUIOCh PYMSsIH-
LIEM CTBIJUIMBOCTH, KOTJa OHA B3IJISIHYJIAa HA CBOIO ONIEXKTy. AM-
BPOCUH XOTEJI MPUKPBITH JEBYIIKY CBOEU TOTOM, HO JIMIIb TOJIBKO



cOpocHII ee C TIeY, KaK YCIBIIIAI OMSATh TUKUE KPUKH U YBUJIEI
Omeck pakenos. [IpeTopusiHITHI BO3BpAIIATIMCh B COMPOBOXK/IE-
HUM HOBBIX TOBapuined. Kpuku cTaHOBUIMCH rpoMYe, TPOKJIs-
THS BHSITHEE, U (DaKeJIbl ke OCBEIIAIN UX 3BEPCKUE JINIIA, a AM-
BPOCHIA BCe ellle CTOsUI B HEJIOyMEHUH, He 3Hasl, KaK CKPHITh UX
0e33aIUTHYI0 KepTBY. BOpyr JeByIlIKa MPUITOJHSIA TOJIOBY U
yKazaja emy Ha CTeHy Xpama, rie ObUIO MpOoJIesIaHo, BPOJEe JBe-
pu, y3Koe, efBa 3ameTHoe orBepcrue. [loTymuB daken, AMBpo-
CHIA B3sUI IEBYIIKY Ha PyKH, BOIIEJ B OTBEPCTUE U, OLTYIaB HO-
rol0 KpyTylo JIECTHMLLY, HayaJl CIycKaTbcs B nonzemMense. Cry-
TIeHU YK€ KOHYWJIMCh, OH YyBCTBOBAJ MO/l HOraMU MSITKHE KOB-
pbl, HO HE3HAKOMKA Bce ellle 0OBMBaja ero pyKaMu U Kpemnko K
HEMy TIprbkuMasach. — He crpaimmch HUYero. — ckaszai e Am-
BpPOCHUI, — MMOXUTUTENIA TBOU JIAJIEKO, U Thl MOXEIllb OTAOXHYTh
B 9TOM 0e30IacHOM MecTe. — AX, — OTBevyasla OHa, — s Ternepb
COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHA ¥ OOHMMaI0 TeOsi eIMHCTBEHHO U3 OMa-
rogapHoctu. CkaszaB 3T0, OHA yIapwia B JIAJIOHU, U JIBE JIAMITbI
3aXKIJIUCh Kak OyaTo BOMIIEOCTBOM. AMBpPOCHE yBHIEN O6OraTo
yOpaHHYI0 3aJly, Cpe[ii KOTOPOH CTOsIT OPOH30BBINA CTOJ C CO-
CyJaMH U IJIofaMu. Y CTojla HAXOQWICS HMIMPOKUNA TPUKJIMHUM,
BBICEUEHHBIN U3 KPACHOTO MPaMOpa 1 MOK PHITHIH Ty PITy pOBBIMU
noayImkamMu. Biosb creH crosm ceganmia u3 OpoH3bl 1 MpamMo-
pa, Tak:xe MoK phIThie MyprypoM. Korjaa, nmo npuriameHuo Hens3-
BECTHOM, AMBPOCHT BHINKJI OOKaJT AyIIKCTOro pasiepHa, oHa ce-
JIa Ha TPUKJIMHUM K €r0 HOraM 1 Hauasia Clie/1yonumM o0pa3om: —
TeOe, KOHEUHO, KaXeTCsl CTPAHHBIM TBOE ITPUKJTIOYCHHUE, HO UTO-



OBl OOBSICHUTH €T0, s OJDKHA TeOe paccKa3aTh, KTO s Y TJIE Th
Haxoguibes. S pogom u3 I'penn, Moe umMs AHaIUOMEHA, HO
oTell ¥ MaTh 30BYT MeHsl TpocTo: AMeHa. B I'penuu ku3Hp Most
TEKJIa TUXO U CIIOKOMHO, HO JIMIIb TOJIbKO s BCTyMuia B Pum, kak
HAYaJIMCh MOW HECYACTHsI, 4 BUHOIO TOMY Balll Kecapb, U3BEpr
Makcumuan. .. Tyr AMBpocuil OcTaHOBWII AMEHY U ITPAJIOKWIT
nasien] K ryoam. — He Ooiics, — oTBevaa oHa, yabioasicsi, — CTEHBbI
9TU TaK TOJICTBI, YTO CHAPYKU HEBO3MOXKHO CJIBIIIATH HU OJIHO-
ro cioBa. MakcumuaH, — MpoJoJKajia OHa, — YBUIET MEHsI Ofl-
HAK/IBI B XpaMe U pelmyics MoXuTutb. Heckonbko pa3 uzberaia
sl €T CeTe; HO, BU/Sl HAKOHEIl, YTO MHE HeJIb3s 10Ka3aThCs Ha
yiuie 6e3 Toro, 4ToObl ABa WM TPU MPETOPUSHIIA HA MEHs He
HAIlaIu, 51 He CTaJla BBIXOIUTh BOBCe. B 0fIHy HOUb TOJIIA CUX 3J10-
JieeB BOpBaJiach KO MHE B CIIAJIbHIO U UMEHeM Kecapst TpeboBaJia,
YTOOBI I 1I1J1a 32 HUMU. $1 OT HUX YCKOJIb3HYJIa, HAIILIA CITyYaiiHO
9TO yOeXuIlle ¥ peliach B HeM octaTbes. S TailHO yBenoMuia
OTI[a O CBOEW y4YacTH, U OH JIOCTaBJISIET MHE BCE MOTPEOHOCTH
KW3HUA U TIPUCHITAET TIOOYEPETHO HECKOJIBKO JIEBYIIIEK JIJIST MO-
eit mpuciyru. CeroyiHs HeU3bsICHUMAsI TPYCTh MHOIO OBJIaJiena,
U, CUMTasi OKPECTHOCTU 3TOTO MOj3eMelbsi Oe30MacHbIMHU, 51 He
BBITEpIIE/a W BBIIILIA TIOJBIIIAT CBEKMM BO3yXOM HOUM; HO €/1-
Ba CJIesiajia HECKOJIBKO I1IaroB, KaK HEHABUCTHBIE TTPETOPHUSHIIBI
CXBaTWJIM MEHS U, HECMOTPSI HA MO€ COIPOTUBJICHUE U KPUKH,
NIOBJIEKJIU 32 co0o010... Ecitu Obl THI HE TOIOCTIEN KO MHE Ha T10-
MoIIIb, 51 ObI Teneps OblIa BO ABOpIie Makcummuana. .. O, s He Mo-
ry omyMarthb 00 3ToM 6e3 yxkaca! AMeHa 3aKpbuia JIMIIO PyKaMH,



1 AMBpOCHI1 BUJIeJT, Kak OHa NOKpacHesa. OCTaBIIMCh HECKOIb-
KO MTHOBEHMI B 3TOM IOJIOKEHUH, KpacaBuIla B3IJIsIHY/1a HA AM-
BpOCHS U CKa3zajla eMy C 3aMellaTenbecTBoM: PacckasbiBast TeOe
MOU TIOXOKAEHUS, 51 U 3a0blIa, YTO IJIaThe Moe B Oecropsijike.
Ecnu no3Bosnutiib, 51 0I€HYCh B TBOEM IPUCYTCTBUU, TOTOMY YTO
KUJIMILE MOE OYeHb TecHO. .. OHa yaapuia B JIaJIOHU — U BOILLIU
TPU JIEBYIIKU C PA3HBIMU MTPUHAMJIEKHOCTSMHU KEHCKOTO Hapsi-
na. CniepBa AMeHa jajna pacuecarh ceOe JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, MO-
TOM MpHUKa3ajia OJHOW U3 HUX JIEPKATh Mpe]] cOO0I0 TIOKPHIBAJIO
B BUJIE IIUPM U, CHSIB TYHUKY, BeJieJia OCBEKHUTh Ce0sl BOZIOIO U
HaTepeTh apoOMaTHBIM MacjioM. [Toka IeByIIKY el MpUCITyK1Ba-
1, AMBPOCHI 4yBCTBOBAJI KAKOE-TO CTPaHHOE OECIOKONCTBO;
€My Ka3aJoCh, YTO HE KPOBb, & OTOHb TeUeT B ero xuiax. OH
peLnIICs YUTH, HE TPOCTACh C AMEHOM, HO JIMIIB TOJIBKO CAETIAI
HECKOJIBKO I11aroB IO CTYNEHAM, KaK YCJIBIIIAJ I0JI0C OJHOIO U3
nperopusiHueB: — Kisnych ['epkynecom, — roBopuil oH, — s He
OTOW[1y OTCIONIA, MIOKA HE OTHIILY ITOTO MPOKJISITOrO MOJIOKOCOCA
U He OTpyOmo emy yieit! — Toro Majio, — oTBevasl APYrou, —
C HUM JIOJKHO MOCTYNUTh, KaK YJIMCC MOCTYNUJ C HEBEPHBIM
nactbipeM Ko3! Ycnblia 3ty cnoBa, AMBpOCUI cuell, 4To Obl-
JI0 OBl HEOCTOPOKHO TIOKA3aThCsA KPOBOKAIHBIM TPaOUTENIsSIM, U
BO3BpaTWJics K AMeHe. — [Ipyr Mom, — cKa3ajia OHa, — Terephb YK
MO3/IHO: €CJIM Thl YCTHUILLCS B MYTh 00 3TY OPY, TO HEMPEMEHHO
Oyzenib yout. OcraHbcs 31€ch Ha HOYb, & 3aBTPa YeM CBET BO3-
BPATHIILCS JOMOU. Thl MOXeIIb JIeUb Ha 3TOM KPOBATH, 51 ke Oy-
Iy criaTh C CBOMMU JAE€BYIIKaMHU. AMBPOCHIA YyBCTBOBAJI Hellpe-



OZI0JIMMOE BJIEYEHHE KO CHY U, HE OTBEYasl HU CJIOBA, OIYCTHIICS
Ha TPUKJIMHUH 1 BCKOpe 3a0b1Icss. CKBO3b COH OH CITBIIIAI TOJIOC
AMeHbl, pa3roBapuBaBIlIeil CO CBOMMU MPUCITYKHUIIAMU, U IIIyM
BOJIbI, KOT/Ia OHU BBDKMMAJIU I'pelikKe I'yOKH B cepeOpsiHbIe CoCy-
apl. [ToToM 3BYKH 3TH TaK CMEIIAIMCh, YTO eMY MOKa3aJIoCh, Oy/I-
TO OBbI TO 3BOH OOKAJIOB M TAPMOHUYECKOE TIEHUE, COMTPOBOKAAe-
Mble apdoii. EMy npencTaBuiock, 4to OH CUIUT 3a CTOJIOM, TTO-
KPBITBIM IOPOTMMU SICTBAMM U JyHIIUCTHIMUA BUHaMU. Cenou cie-
Tell, CTOSI Iepe]] HAM, Yapsjl B CTPYHBI U IIEJI Ty CaMylo MECHb,
kotopyio B "Opnuccee” noer [IeMOAOK U Iie ONMUCBIBAETCA, KaK
Mapc u Benepa noiimanbl Obutn cetsiMu Bynkana. YenoBek B
OnectsIell KOpoHe, CUEBLIMI MO/JIe HEro, CIPOCUJI €r0, YIIbl-
Oasch: "Xoten Obl THI OBITh Ha MecTe Mapca, ¢ TeM 4TOOBI Te-
051, TONOOHO eMy, HaKpbUIH ceTsMu?" AMBPOCHI BCIIOMHUT O
CBOEW HeBecCTe U XoTell cka3arh: 'Het!" — HO A3bIK ero HeyastH-
HO TNOBEPHYJICS, U OH HEBOJILHO npousHec: "[la, eciu Obl Bene-
pa noxonuia Ha Ameny!" Tyt 3Byku apdsl cienanich ropasiao
CIaJoCTHee, 3aj1a HaMoIHIIACh OOaKaMH, ¥ OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJ,
4TO BO3HOCUTCS KBepxy. Korna obnaka paccesuiuch, AMBpocuit
HAaXOJWJICS HAa BBICOKOW TOPE, OTKYAA BUJHEINCH EMY LIBETYLINE
HMBBI, 3€JIEHBIE JIECA, CBETIIBIE PEKU M HEOOBATHOE TOIy0oe MOo-
pe ¢ OecUnCIeHHBIMA OCTpOBaMH. YeslOBEeK B 30JI0TOW KOpPOHE
CHUJIEJ TTpe]l HUM Ha BBICOKOM ITPECTOJIE, OKPYKEHHBIA MHOXKE-
CTBOM JII0JIE B CBETIBIX ofiekAax. Korza oH mesesnn1 OpoBsimMu
WIN TIOTPsICAJl YEPHBIE KYJIpH, TO BCA ropa Apoxkaja U MOJHUU
paccekany rHe3IMBIIMECS BOKPYT Hee Ty4H. " [pyr Mou, — mer-



HYJI €My 3HAKOMBIW rosoc, — Thl Teneps Ha OnuMIie ¥ BUAWIIb
nepes co0oi0 cobpaHue OecCMEpTHBIX, TOTOBBIX MPUHSTH TeOs
B CBOM KpYI, €CJIM Thl OTpEYelIbCs OT XpUcTuaHcTea!" AMBpoO-
CUil OIVISIHYJICA U yBUZEN AMEHY, HO OH Jorajajcs, 4yTo To Obl-
7a cama BeHepa, moToMy 4TO y HOT €€ BOPKOBAJIM JBa TOyOsl.
"CornaceH JiM Tl 7151 MEHs 3a0bITh CBOIO Bepy? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA
ornsATh. MyX MOW CTap ¥ XpoMm, Thl ke, Kak Mapc, ¥ Kpacus 1
MOJIOZL: 5l OXOTHO NPOMEHSII0 Ha Te0s1 My’Ka, CKaXH TOJIbKO, UTO
Thl coryiaceH!" AMBpoOcUid OnsATh BCHOMHUII O JleoHuu u xoren
ckasarb: "Her, HUM 3a 4TO Ha cBere!" — HO A3BIK €r0 BTOPUYHO
TIOBEPHYJICS, ¥ OH 4yTh ObUTO He TiporoBoput: "CornaceH!" — kak
BIAJIM YBUJAJ Apyra cBoero Bukropa u cectpy ero Jleonuto, ko-
TOpBIE MAaHWIU €ro K ce0e, MOKa3bIBask MyueHUYeCKui BeHell. B
3Ty MUHYTY AMBpOCHUI HEYassHHO MOJHSI IJ1a3a, YBUJEN, YTO
HaJl HUIM pacKMHYyTa TOHKAas CeTh U3 OTHEHHbIX HUTOK. AMeHa
MIOKAa3a/1ach €My YK€ He CTOJIb IPEKPaCHOI0, a BMECTO roiyoeit
U3-TI0]l HOT' €€ BCIOPXHY/IM ABe JieTyure Mbld. OH COTBOpHII
BHYTPEHHIOIO MOJIUTBY U MPOCHYJICS. BOKpyr Hero OpUI0 TEMHO;
HO YTO-TO ropsiuee MPUYMHSLIO €My CHIIbHYIO O0Jb B TOJIOBE, U,
OLIYyMNaB JI00, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ HAa HEM PyKy AMeHbl. OH BCKO-
YUJI C KPOBATH M OPOCHUIICS U3 TTOA3EMETBsT; HO ejBa YCIes IPOoi-
TH HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, KakK OISATh YCJbIIIAJI T0J0ca MPETOPUSIH-
ueB. — Kisinycob I'epkynecom, — roBOpuI1 OUH, — €CJIM MHE ToMa-
JETCs 3TOT MaJIbYMIIIKA, TO 51 €T0 pacTep3alo Ha 4acTu! — IToro
MaJio, — OTBeYaJl APYrou, — C HUM JIOJIKHO IIOCTYIIUTD, Kak Te3ei
noctynui ¢ ITpokpycrom! CnoBa 3T moka3ajauch Tak YKaCHbI



AMBPOCHIO, YTO OH HE PELIWICS BBIUTU U3 MOI3EMENIbsi U BO3-
BPATWJICS OILYIIbIO HA CBOE MECTO. JIMIIIb TONBKO IJ1a3a ero co-
MKHYJIUCh, OH YBUJIEI ceOsl B 04apoBaTesIbHOM CTpaHe, Ha Oepe-
Iy py4bsl, Ti€ BOKPYT cepeOpsiHbIX TOMOJeN BUJICS N3yMPYIHbIIA
BUHOI'PAJHUK, CKPbIBasl MOJ IHUPOKUMHU JIUCThSIMU CIIEJIbIE 30-
JIOTUCTBIE Tpo3bl. HUM@BI Urpany Ha MATKOHR TpaBe ¢ pe3BbIMU
caTupamu, B pyube IIECKAJIMCh HasI[bl, B 3€JICHU JIEPEBbEB T1e-
JIM KpacuBble NTUIIbI, I3 poIy BEIXOAUIIM IEHTaBPbl B TyOOBBIX
BEHKAX M, BMEIIABIIMCh B TOJITY CAaTUPOB U HUM(, HAUMHAIU
C HUMHU BeceyIo IUISICKY. AMBPOCUI YyBCTBOBAJI HECTEPITUMYIO
Kax [y, HO, o100HO TaHTasy, OH HE MOT HU HaIIUThCS U3 PyYbs,
HU JJOCTaTh PYKOIO rpo3aui. B To BpeMs Kak OH TIIETHO Haru-
OaJICsl ¥ IPOTATHBAJ PYKH, CJIAJIKMIA TOJIOC MPOM3HEC O3 HETo:
"CHuME ¢ cebs KpecT, XOTs Ha OJHO MIHOBEHHE, U Thl TOTYAC
yToNuIlb cBOKO kaxay!" OH OrsHy/cA ¥ B KPyry HUMQ y3Hal
AMeHy; HO OH Jorajascs, 4to 3To He AmeHa, a Benepa, u6o
Ha Hell ObLT 30JI0TOM MOSIC HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM PaOOTHI, IPHU/1aBaB-
LM € YOUBUTEIbHYIO KpacoTy. OH HE MOTI' TPOTUBOCTOATD €€
CJIOBaM M yke JIOTPOHYJICS /10 KPecTa, Kak eMy MOKa3ajaoch, 4To
BJJJIM OH BUJIUT TOJIITY Hapoja. BrisiaeBumch B Hee pUCTaIbHO,
OH y3Has1 BUKTOpa; HECKOJIBKO JIIOJIEH KJIaJIv €r0 Ha AePEBSHHBIN
CTaHOK, M TaJjia4y, ¢ OOHAKEHHOIO TPYAbI0, TOTOBWJICS MCTS3aTh
€ro pacKaJICHHbIMHU KJIEIIAMH, MEXJly TeM Kak 4eTBEpO JPYyrux
npuBs3bBaM JleoHuio k Gosbiiomy konecy. "IIporaii, AMBpo-
CHi1, — KpUYaiu eMy APYr U HEBECTa, — Mbl YMHUPAEM 32 HaIILy
Bepy ¥ Oy/IeM MOJUTBCS Y TIPECTONA BCEBBIIIHETO, YTOOBI OH M3-



6aBu 1ebs1 ot ocnervienus!" "Her, Mou Apy3bs, U s X04y yme-
petb ¢ Bamu!" — BcKpA4yal AMBpPOCHM M BHE3AITHO ITPOCHYJICH.
OH BCKOUYMJI C OJIpa U OMPOMETHIO MOOEKaT U3 TIOI3EMENbsI; HO
JIMIITb TOJBKO OUYTHUIICS HA CTYIEHSIX, KaK YCIIbIIIAN 1Ba rpyobie
rosioca: — Kitsinycs I'epkynecom. — roBOpui OUH U3 HUX. — €CIIU
OBl Tenepb MOMAJICSI MHE STOT TOBeca, 51 Obl OTPYOMII eMy HOTH
U PyKU. — DTOTO Majio, — OTBeYas IPyroi, — st Obl C HUM TIOCTY-
T, Kak Anmosion ¢ Mapcuacom! — ¢ He 6otoch Bammx yrpo3! —
BCKpHYaT AMBPOCHIA, — YMepeTh OT PyK BalllUX WX OT Taja-
Jeid Makcumuana Jyist MeHsi Bce paBHO! OH BbIOEKaT Ha CBEXUI
BO3/IyX U YBHJEJ, YTO yXke HacTayo yTpo. Y xpama BeHepsl He
ObLJIO HU OIHOTO MPETOPUSTHIIA, M OH CIIOKOMHO JIOIIEJI 10 CBOETO
xumia. Ciyru AMBpOCHSI YBEJOMUIIN €70, YTO HOYBIO CTpaka
Kecapsi BJIOMUJIach B IoM BHUKTOpa, Halo)ujia Ha HEro Lenu u
yBeJa ¢ coOor. HaganbHUK cTpaskyt OOBUHSLT €T0 B COPOTHBIIE-
HUM 3aKOHHOW BJIACTH U B HaMaJeHUH Ha UCTIOJHUTeNe Makcu-
MUAHOBBIX TIOBEJIEHUIT; YJMKOIO OblTa TOra ¢ MMeHeM Bukropa,
KOTOPYIO TIPECTYITHHK, TI0 CJIOBAaM €ro, cOpoCHi Bo Bpemsi Oer-
cTBa. AMBPOCHIA MOCTEIIMI B JIOM CBOETO Jpyra, YToObl OT €ro
CecTpbl y3HaTh MOAPOOHOCTH 3TOro mpowciiectsus. OH 3actan
ee Ha KoJIeHsIX mepej1 oOpa3oM criacuteiss. KpymHbie ciie3bl O1m-
CTaJIM B €€ I71a3ax, HO JIMLO €€ He NMOKa3bIBAJIO HUKAKOrO OTYasi-
HUS1. — AMBPOCHIA, — CKa3aJia OHa C aHTEJTbCKOIO YJIBIOKOIO, — BCE
HeCcYyacTHs HUCTIOChUIAtoTCs HaM cBbite! CeromHsi Apyr TBOM 0e3
BCSIKOW BUHBI OpOIIIeH B TEMHMILY; 3aBTPa, MOKET OBITh, ITOTHO-
HET TBOS HeBecTa; HO Aa Oyner Boys rocriognsi!" Tyt Opar mu-



JIOCEpAMST OCTAHOBWJICSL M, TIOMOJIYaB HEMHOTO, CIIPOCUJI MEHS,
n3BeCTHHI 1 Tebe KaptuHbl Padasna? — [la, — orBevan s, — u
HU Ha OJHY U3 ero MaJJoHH 51 He MOTy CMOTpPETh 0e3 Cep/IevHO-
ro ymMuseHus. — Tak, — IpoIoJKal HE3HAKOMELL, — Sl BUKY, UTO
ThI IOHUMAEIIlb BEJIMKOro XyJoxHUKa. Ho eciiu Ob1 ThI 3HAT Jleo-
HUIO, THI OBl YBEPUJICSA, UTO B UepTax ee OblJI0 He MeHee KPOTo-
CTU, He MeHee HeOeCHOU YuCToTh, YeM B PacasneBbix MajioH-
Hax. — Ho, — mpepBan s paccka3zuuka, — Tbl TOBOPUIIIb 00 HEM,
Kak Oynro Obl cam ee Buzen? He npepwiBaii MeHsI, — OTBeYal OH
TOPKECTBEHHO, — U ciyiau ganee: Ceuganue ¢ Jleonuen npous-
BeJI0 Ha AMBpOCHS cTpaHHOe AerctBre. HouHoe mpouciuectsre
OCTaBWJIO B HEM TATOCTHOE BIIEUATIEHUE, a BCE, UTO OH AyMaJl U
oLyl B Moa3eMesibe AMEHbI, TOKa3al0Ch EMY TaK MPEe3peH-
HO, TAK HEYMCTO B CPABHEHUM C UyBCTBOM, ITPOHUKABLINM €TI0 B
[MpucytcrBum JIeonuu, 9To OH caM He MMOHUMAJT, KaK MOT 3a0bITh
€e XOTs Ha OOHY MUHYTY. EMy XOoTesoch macTh K €ee Horam, Ipu-
3HATHCSI B CBOEM 3a0JTyKA€HUH W TIPOCUTD MPOIIEHUSsI, HO JIOK-
HBI CTHIA yAepxkan ero. C Ipyroi CTOpOHBI, OH OOSIJICS OTOPYHTh
Jleonu1o, OTKpBIB €M, 4TO TOra, MOCIYyKUBIIas YIMKON Bukropy,
ObL1a OpoIlieHa UM CaMUM U YTO OH HE MOXET CIIacTu ee Oparta,
He oruOHyB BMecTo ero. OJTHaKO OH PeIuICcs, He Tepsisi Bpeme-
HH, OTBICKAaTh HAYAJIbHUKA CTPaXH, 0OCBOOOANTHh BukTopa u 00-
BUHUTH ce0s1 B IPECTYIUICHUH, KOTOPOE TIPUIUCHIBAIIN €r0 ApY-
Iy, Moka oH Oeras 1o Bcemy Pumy, 4yToObl y3HATh, KTO UMEH-
HO IIPEABOAUTENBCTBOBAJI IPETOPUAHIIAMU, CXBATUBIIIUMU BUK-
TOpa, U B KAKOM TEMHUIIE OH 3aKJIOYEH, ITPOIIES LIEIbI JEHb.



BbIO yXe MOo3[IHO, Korjga OH, coOpaB HyKHbIE CBEIEHHMS, IIel
1o Jopore B TeMHully. EMy Hajiexkano npoxoguTh MUMO Xpa-
Ma Benepsl. JIuiib TOJILKO OH MOPABHSICS C MECTOM, IJIe HaKa-
HyHe cnac AMeHy, KTO-TO TUXOHBKO Ha3BaJl €ro 1no umMeHu. OH
OCTaHOBWJICS U YCJIBIIIAJI, YTO FOJIOC BBIXOIUT U3 MOA3EMEIbs. —
Colign KO MHE Ha MUHYTY, — TOBOPHJI TOJIOC, — ThI yCTal, U TeOe
HaJIOOHO TOIKPEenuTh CBou criibl! — He HyXHO, — oTBedan AM-
BpPOCUI JJOBOJIHO CyXO U MPOJOJIKaJl CBOM MyTh. — AMBPOCHH,
AMBpocuii! — 3aKpuya rojioc, — s 3Haio, Ky/ia Thl CIIEIUIIIb; HO
THI HE CMacelllb CBOETO JPYra, a TOJBKO MOrHMOHEIh ¢ HUM BMe-
cre. EcTb qpyroe cpeacTBo ero criactv, COUu KO MHe, U 51 TeOst
Hay4dy, 4TO JIOJUKHO zenath! ClioBa 3T MOKa3aIuch AMBPOCHIO
TaKk yOequTeTbHbI, YTO OH CIYCTHIICS B moja3emesbe. KoBpel Ha
9TOT pa3 ObUIM YCHITIAHBI CBEKUMH PO3aMU, M OJlaroyXxaHue WX
OBUIO TaK CUJIBHO, YTO AMBPOCHIO ITOKa3aJI0Ch, OyATO Obl OH OT
HEro IbsiHEeT. AMEHa ¢ MOJIYPACKPHITHIMU [JIa3aMU Jiexkasla Ha
noaymkax. — f Tedst oxuzana, — ckazaia oHa eMy, — ¥ HAPOUHO
BeJiesia yopaTh CBOE KMJIHITEe KaK MOXKHO JIydine. Boireit HeMHO-
rO BUHA U OMOM ce0s1 BOJOK: CMOTPH, KaK Thl YCTAJI U 3aITbUINII-
cs! — OHa ynapuia B J1aJJOHU, U IIPUCITYKHULIbI BHECJIN HECKOJIb-
KO COCY/IOB XOJIOZIHOM BOABI M pa3Hble apoMathl. Korna AMBpo-
CHIA BBITTAJI YaIlly BHA, OHU CHSLTU C HET0 OOYBb U, OCBEXKUB €TO
HOTH, OKaTUJIM €My TOJIOBY U IUIeuu. — Tenepb JOKUCh U OTAO0X-
HU, — CKa3aa AMEHa, — a s IOKaMEeCT YWy K CBOMM JIEBYIIIKAM.
AMBpOCHIi JaABHO XOTEJI €€ CIIPOCUTh, KAKMM 00pa3oM emy clia-
cT¥ BUKTOpA; HO JIMIIIL TOJIBKO OH HAYMHAJ TOBOPUThH, AMEHA €r0



npepsiBaia. HakoHell oH, He oOpaiiasi BHUIMAaHUSI Ha €€ peyH,
CITPOCHII, UYTO eMy Ha/I00HO jienaTh? — Thl OUeHb HETEpIIeITUB, —
oTBevaja AMeHa, — HO 4TOObI CKOpee TeOsl YCIIOKOWTh, 51 CKaXy
TeOe, KaK Thl IOJDKEH TOCTYIUTh, YTOOB U30aBUTH Apyra TBOE-
ro OT CMEpTH, He moaBepras ceOs1 OoNacHOCTU. Ecm Thl Tenepb
SIBUIIIBCS K TIOPEMHOMY HauaIbHUKY U CKAXKEIllb €My, YTO Thl Ha-
CTOSIIIMIA MIPECTYIMHUK, a YT0 BUKTOp HeBUHEH, TO XOTS TeOs 1
MocaisiT B TEMHUITY, HO BUKTOpa 13 Hee He BBIMYCTAT; HAIPO-
THB, IPETOP TIOYTET €r0 TBOMM COOOIIHUKOM, — U BMECTO OTHOM
JKEPTBBI MOTMOHYT JiBe. Bbl puHa yiexuTe, — mpogorkana Ame-
Ha C BUJIOM COOOJIE3HOBAHUsI, — K TAKOMY COCJIOBHIO, KOTOpPOE
BCSIKUI MOXET T'yOuTh O€3HaKa3aHHO U 111 KOTOPOTO HET HU CY-
na, HY 3aKOHOB. [lomymaii TonbKo, 4To OyJeT C TBOel HEBECTOM,
KorJia HU OpaTa ee, Hu TeOs1 He OCTaHeTC s TS ee 3aimThl ? Kax-
JIbIA XUIIHUK, KaXIbI KPOBOITMIIIA CTAHET HAa HE€ CMOTPETh Kak
Ha CBOIO JI00bIUY, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO HE OCMEJIMTCS U He 3aX04eT
y Hero oTHATh! O. ecnu Obl BBl HE TaK ObLIM YIPSIMBI U COTJIa-
CHJTMICh BO3BPATUTHCS K BaIllUM TPEKHUM OOraM, TOT/a ellle Bce
ObI MOKHO TIONTPaBUTH! AMBPOCHSI 3TO 3aKJIIOUEHUE UPe3BbIYaii-
HO MMOPA3WJIo, U KOTIJIa OH HEYassHHO TIOJHSIT TOJIOBY, €My CHOBA
TOKa3aJ10Ch, YTO HAJl HUIM PACKMHYTa TOHKasl CETh U3 OTHEHHBIX
HUTOK. OIHAKO OH HE MOI' HE CO3HAThCS, YTO JOBOIALI AMEHBI
CpaBe/JIMBBI, ¥ CIIPOCUJI €e, YTO eMy ocTaetcs Aenarh? — Bo-
TIEpBBIX, — OTBeYaJa AMeHa, — Thl JJOJUKEH CKOJIb MOKHO MEHee
TIOKa3bIBaThCS: CBSI3b TBOS ¢ BUKTOPOM Tak M3BECTHA, YTO pa-
HO WJIM TIO3/THO OHA TeOs MOryouT, eciiv Thl He OyJelh OCTOPO-



*eH. Bo-BTOpBIX, HUKTO HE MOXKET CIAaCTH TBOETO JIpyra, Kpo-
Mme ero cecTpbl. [1ycTh OHa 3aBTpa ke MOUIET BO ABOpEI] Kecaps,
OpocuTcs Tiepe] HUM Ha KOJIEHH ¥ MOJIUT €ro O TIOMUJIOBAHUH
ee Opara. MakcuMuaH M3BEpr, HO eMy CJIy4aeTcsl MOKa3bIBaTh
POOJIECKY BEIUKOMYIIUS; 1 yBEPEHA, UTO MOJIOIOCTh M KPaco-
Ta TBOEW HEBECTHI TPOHYT €ro KaMeHHoe cepalle. .. TyT yxacHas
MbICITb TIOpasmia AmBpocHs. — Kak! — Bckpryast oH, — HO eciu
9Ta camasi MOJIONOCTb M KpacoTa... — $I MOHUMalo, YTO Thl XO-
Yelb cKa3aTh, — MpepBajia ero AMeHa. — Thl OOMIILCS, YTOOBI
rpy0ast 4yBCTBEHHOCTh TMPaHa HE MOOyAMIA €ro K KaKoMy-HH-
Oyl HACKIINIO; HO Oy/b CIIOKOEH. MaKCUMUaH Tereph 3aHsAT Ofl-
HOIO MHOIO, 2 HeyJjaua BUEPAIIHEro MpenpUsTUs TaK Pa3IpaKu-
J1a ero JoOOBb, YTO HUKAKasH APYrasi MbICIIb HE BOM/IET B €ro ro-
JoBy. Bripouem, ecim Obl 1axe 3TO U OBUIO BOZMOXHO, TO TAKOU
CITy4ail OJIHO TIPETIONIOKEHHUE; a KOT/Ia Thl CBOEI0 OIIPOMETUYHBO-
CTbIO JIMIIUIIL JIeoHUI0 OpaTa v ’KeHHUXa, TOraa B KaKJI0M BOMHE
KecapeBOU CTpaku oHa HanjeT Makcumuana! AMBpOCHI coria-
CHJICA C CTIPAaBEAJIMBOCTHIO STUX CJIOB; HO, HECMOTPSI Ha TTPOCh-
Obl AMEHBI, HEIPEMEHHO XOTeJT IIPOIOJIKATh MYTh CBOW U MOCe-
TUTh BuKTOpa B ero TeMuuiie. JIniib TOIBKO OH MPUOIU3UICS K
BBIXO/Iy U3 MOJ3EMeTbsl, KaK YCIIbIIAJ CHAPYKH Pa3rOBOP JBYX
npeTopusiHIeB. — 51 yBepeH, — TOBOPUJI O/IUH U3 HUX, — UTO Ye-
JIOBEK, CKPBIBIIHIACS OKOJIO 3TOTO Xpama, COOOITHHUK TOrO HEero-
15151, KOTOPBIA BUepa MoMeliag HaM MOXUTUTh AMEHY U KOTO-
pOro 3aBTpa yTpoM HpUOBIOT KO KpecTy! — B TOM HEeT HuKako-
r0 COMHEHHUsI, — OTBEYaJ JAPYrOM, — U 5 MIO3BOMIO Ha3BaTh ceOs



6a0oi, ec/Ti OTOM/IY OTCIoNA, He JIOKAABIIUCh ITOr0 Oe3e/IbHH-
ka! Ycabimas, 4to gpyra ero Ka3HsT Ha Ipyroe yTpo, AMBpPOCUHA
O4eHb ucnyraics, EMy XxoTenock mpopBarbcsi CKBO3b TOJIITY Mpe-
TOPUSIHLIEB U CHJION 0cBOOOIUTh BrKTOpa; HO, MOCe KpaTkoro
Pa3MBIIIUIEHNS, OH YBHUJEJ, YTO MBIC/Ib €ro Oe3paccy/iHa U 4To
OH TIOTMOHET Oe3 BCSIKOM MOJTb3bI s CBOeTo Jipyra. OH permi-
Cs1 BO3BPATUTHLCSA K AMEHE M paccKarb €M MOJACTYIIaHHbIA pa3-
roBop. — Thl BUMILIb, — CKa3ajla AMEHa, — YTO COBET MOM BCe-
ro BepHee. Tak Kak OMacHOCTb, yrpoxatlias Bukropy, ropa3zno
Omrke, 9eM s mojiarayia, TO U Thl JOJDKEH MOCTIEINTh €ro Cria-
ceHreM. BoT nepramen, Hanuim ceiyac kK JleoHnu, 4toObl OHA
YeM CBET 11Ia KO JIBOPLlY U OKuJasia nosieieHus kecaps. Ckaxu
ell, 4TO Thl pyvaelibcs 3a ycrnex. Thl MOXeEIIb ee CMeJIO B 3TOM
YBEpHUTh, KOO MOTJIa JIK OBl 51, 00sI3aHHAsI TBOEMY MYKECTBY 0O-
Jiee 4eM KU3HUIO, 1aTh TeOe 1ypHoii coeT. OfHa U3 MOMX MpU-
CITy’)KHUI] BBIOEpET yI0OHYI0 MUHYTY U BBIIJET C TBOMM IOC/Ia-
HUeM U3 noazemenbsi. [IpeTopusiHIbl ee He YBUISAT, a eciu Obl
¥ 3aMETHJIH, TO MPOMYCTAT Oe3 3aTpyAHeHUs.. AMBPOCHI XOTe
ClIeNaTh elle KaKOe-TO BO3paXeHHe, HO MIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COH
ero oposieBaetr. OH B3sU1 eprameH, Hammcajl, 4YTo POroBopuiIa
AMeHa, ¥, CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY Ha CTOJI, KPEIMKO 3aCHYJ. DTOT pa3
OH HUYETO He BUAJ BO CHE, HO €ro MpOOYIUII TOPSIYME MOTIETy i
AwmeHbl. Becranb, — ropopuia oHa emy, — Tenepb yxe yTpo, Ipe-
TOPUSIHIIBI YIILTA, Thl MOKElIb O€30MacHO JOUTH 0 AoMa. AM-
BPOCHIA YyBCTBOBAJI OOJIBIIYIO YCTAIOCTh, HO OH BCKOYMJI C TPH-
KJIMHUS, KyJa, BEPOSITHO, Er0 IIEPEHECIIN BO BPEMSI CHA, U BBIIIIE]T



u3 xumina Amensl. CostHile ObUIO YKe BBICOKO, ¥ OH MTOCTISTITHIT
B JioM JleoHun, 4ToOBI y3HaTh 00 ycrexe ee mocrynka. Ha nBope
BCTPETWJIU €r0 CJIYTU; — OHU TUIAKAJIU U PBAJIM Ha ceOe ONeK Y.
JIBoe 13 HUX pacckazaiu emy, 4to JIeoHus1, Moay4YuB ero nuch-
MO, O4YeHb OblJIa UM TIOpaXxeHa, HO TOTYaC BeJiela UM CJIeJJOBaTh
3a c000I0 1 romia Ko Apopity Makcumuana. Ona Gpocuiach me-
pel HUM Ha KOJIEHW U CTajla YMOJISATh ero O MpOoIeHrur Opara.
"Knsanych FOnuTtepom, — ckazail kecapb, — s HOYEro He 3Halo O
ee Opare! Uro oH 3a uenoBek?" — "OH? — OTBeYasI OVH LIEHTY-
PUOH, — OH XPUCTUAHUH, KOTOPOTO 3a pa3Hble IeP3KUe MOCTYII-
KM ¥, MEX]Y IMPOYUM, 32 COMPOTUBJIEHUE TBOUM MPUKAZAHUAM
s1 BeJIesI OcaiuTh B TIopbMY". — "Thl XOpOILIO cAesiai, — OTBeYal
Kecapb, — U MOXEIIb TIOCTYIUTH C 3TUM XPUCTUAHMHOM KaK 3a-
Gr1aropaccy/Iuiib; HO CecTpa ero MHe HPaBUTCSI, U 51 XOUY COCTa-
BUTH ee cyactue". TyT, o 3Haky MakcumuaHa, mogBeu K Hemy
Jleonuto. "Xouens 1 MeHs NOMOOUTH?" — CIIpocuI OH ee. Y
MEeHsI eCTb XeHUX M Opar, — oTBevyasa JIeoHu ¢ KpoTocTuio, —
u, iocsie bora, s mo6mmo ux ogaux!" YIibima Takoi OTBET, MPO-
JOJDKUTM CITYTH, MbI TIOOJIe/IHENHN; MO0 T71a3a Kecaps HAJIIIHCH
KPOBbIO U Oejlasi MeHa MoKa3ajach Ha ero ycTax, OHaKO K OH
yAepXKaJCs U MPOIOJKAI IOBOJIBHO JIackoBo: "[lomoOu MeHs, u
s OCBHITUTIO TeOsT 30JI0TOM U TipoIty TBoero Opara”. "Ku3Hb ero B
TBOUX pyKax, — oTBeuasa JIeoHus, — HO €C/iv Thl ero MOoryOuIlib,
TO Ha 3TO OyneT Bosist boxus; moOuTh xe Teds s He mory!" "Tlo-
CITyIIIai, — MPOJIOJIKA Kecaph, — €CJIM Thl OyAelb YIPSIMUTHCS,
TO 51 000MIYCh U O€3 TBOETO COracHsl, a OpaTa TBOETO U KEeHH-



Xa 3aCTaBJII0 YMEPETh MPEJl TBOMMHU [NIa3aMU B YKACHEHIIINUX MY-
yeHusix!" 3aeck TBepnocTh Jleonun ee nokuHyaa. OHa ynaia K
Horam MakcruMuaHa U, 3aJIMBasiCh Clie3aMu, OOHSJIA ero KOJICHH.
"CkaJIbCsl HAJI0 MHOM, — BOTHSIJIA OHA, — MOT'Y JIH 51 JTIOOUTD TeOsl,
MIPOJTUBINIETO OE3BUHHO CTOJIBKO XPUCTHAHCKOM KpoBu! Bynb Be-
JIMKOJTYIIIeH, OTITYCTH MeHs U ITpocTu Moero Opara!" Kecaps mom-
ro MojyaJl, ¥ cMoTpes Ha JleoHuto yxxacHbiMU T71a3amu. "EcTh
OJIHO CPE/ICTBO, — CKa3aJl OH HakoHell. — Eciu Tol 1 Opat TBOM
OTKaXeTech OT BaIllell BEPHI U COIIACUTECH MTOKJIOHSITHCS OoraMm,
TO 51 Bac 00OOMX OTITYITy, HE CIeJIaB BaM HU MaJIedIIero Bpesa;
€CJIM e HeT, TO OpaT TBOM MnoruoOHeT. TBOM eIMHOBEPIIHI T0CeTe
Tak ObUIM YIIPSIMBI, YTO BCE MPUHOCUIIU B XKEPTBY cBoemy bory.
MsHe JII00OITBITHO 3HATh, IO KAKOW CTETIeHU JIOXOJUT 3TO YHOp-
crBo!" Jleonus: onsATh OpocuiIach Ha KOJIEHU, HO Kecaph Mojaal
3HAK, ¥ €€ OTBEJIM B TEMHHUILY. Y CJIIbIIIA 3TOT paccKka3, AMBPOCUI
BIasi B otyasHue. — O AMeHa! — Kpyuyasl OH B UCCTYIUIEHUHU, —
Thl BAHOBHMIIA 9TOr0 HecuacTusi! TBOU XUTPOCTU U JIyKaBble CO-
BETHI IPUIKMHOIO, UTO s Toryowt ipyra u Heeecty! Ho ecnu 51 He
B CWJIaX MX CIACTH, TO, [0 KpallHer Mepe, yMpy BMecTe ¢ HUMu !
OH noGexxain k mpedekTy, pacckaszas Bce, UTO C HUM CITyYUJIOCh
B TOCJIeTHYE JIBA JIHS, ¥ TPOCKJI, YTOO €ro MOABEPIId Ka3HU, HO
ocBoboaun Ob1 Buktopa u Jleonuto. Yto npejicka3piBana Ame-
Ha, cy4rioch. [IpedekT Besnies1 OTBECTH ero, CKOBAHHOTO, B IJTy-
OOKYI0 TEMHUILY Y 3aCMEsLICSl My B I71a3a, KOIJla OH YIOMSIHYI
00 0CBOOOXICHUM JIpYTa U HEBECThl. AMBPOCHI TIPOBEJT HOUb B
MYYHTEILHOM OecriokorcTBe. Ha ipyroii geHb mpuiien TiopeM-



HBII CTpaX U MPEJIOKWI eMy CBOOOIy OT UMeHH TpedekTa, ¢
TeM, 4TOOBI OH OTKA3aJICSl OT XPUCTHAHCTBA. AMBPOCHUH C HETo-
JIOBaHUEM OTBEPrHYJI 3TO MpeaioxeHue. [Ipoien qeHs, TiopeM-
MK SIBUJICA C MpekHUM Borpocom. OTBeT AMBpocusi ObLT TOT
xe. Takum 0Opa3oM, OH HeJIe v IBE IPOBEJT B TEMHHUIIE, TIOTydast
IIUIIY POBHO CKOJILKO OBUIO HYXHO, 4TOO HE YMEpPEeTh C TOJIONy,
U He BUAS HUKOrO, KpOME TIOPEMHOTO CTpaxa, MPUXOIUBIIIETO
KaXkJI0€ YyTPO C TeM Ke MPeIOKEHUEM U YXOIUBIIIEro B I1y0o-
KOM MOJTYaHuM. bblia yxxe Houb, Kak AMBpPOCHUH, JiekKa Ha MOK-
POl 3emJie, YCIIBIIIAI Toj coO0K Tiyxue mark. Beckope sipkuii
JIy4 OCBETHJI TEMHUILY, U OH YBUJIE] AMEHY, C JIAMIIOI0 B O/THOM
pyKe 1 ¢ am(popoio B APYyroit. — MOKHO 1 ObITh CTOJILKO HEOCTO-
POXHBIM! — CKa3aJ1a OHA eMYy, U CJIe3bl ONTUCTaIu B ee razax. — O,
ecs ObI THI MeHs1 niociymiancst! — [ope Mue! — oTBeyasr AMBpO-
cuid, — uto s Te0s nocnymiaincs! Eciv 6wl He ThI, JIeoHus He Oblia
Obl Terieph B pykax Makcumuana. Ho yaanmuce otciona u He 000-
JIpIan MeHs oosee! — O, Kak Thl MAJIO MEHSA 3HAEIIb! — cKa3aia
AwmeHa. — {1 11 BUHOBaTa, 4TO HEBECTA TBOSI TaK TOPJIO OTBEYa-
na kecapio? OH BCTIBUTBUMB U KOT/Ia BOWIET B SIPOCTh, TO OEIIeH-
CTBY ero HeT npefenioB. Ho s1 yBepeHa, 4To OH Obl CMATYMIICS,
ecnu 6 JleoHust oTkazana emy ¢ OOJIbIIIeI0 KpOTOCThIO. Bripouem,
HaJIeXK/1a elle He MOTepsiHa, U €CJIU Thl MOCJIeIyelllb MOEMY CO-
BETY, TO MOeIIlb 3aBTPa € BBIUTU U3 TIOPbMBI U CTIACTU TBOMX
apysed. — Yto x MHe JenaTh? — cnpocui AMBpocuil. — Boinei
HEMHOTO BHHA, — OTBeyasla AMeHa, — 1 s Tebe ceiluac CKaxy.
AwmBpocuil mpronm3m amgopy K rydoam, u, o Mepe TOro Kak OH



BTATUBAN B ceOsl QYIIUCTYIO BJIAry, CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO pa3jivBa-
Jiock 10 ero xwiam. Llenu nepecrayiiv ero TAroTuTh; eMy Kasa-
JIOCh, UTO TEMHHMIIA HATIOIHAETCS 30JIOTUCTHIMU O0JIAKAMM U UTO
niepe/i HUM MeJIbKaIoT HUMBI, CATUPBI, IIEHTaBPhI U Hasibl. Bee
OnecTsIme KapTHUHBI S3bIYECKON MUOIOTUHU IMOCTENIEHHO pa3-
BUBAJIUCH B €0 BOOOPAKEHUU, U CEP/ILIE €ro TPEereTano OT Clia-
JOCTpPAcTHOM HerH. — 51 ObI MoIJIa, — MpooIKaia AMeHa, — TeOst
0CBOOOIUTH Temneps ke. Llenu TBou pacriunTh MHE HETPYIHO, a
TIO/I3EMHBIN XOJI, Ype3 KOTOPHIH s BOIILIA, UMEET COOOIIEHUE C
MOUWM KUJIMIIEM; HO 3TO Obl 3HAYMJIO COBEPIIUTH TOJHKO TOJIO-
BUHY JIeJia, ¥ TOBAPUIIA TBOM OCTAJIOCH Obl B TeMHUIIE. UTOOBI
JIEUCTBOBATh OJ1aropa3yMHO, Thl JIOJKEH HEIIPEMEHHO, XOTS Ha
HECKOJIbKO THEl, TPUTBOPUTHCS, OYATO IEPEXOUIIIb B HAITY Be-
py. Korya 06 aTom y3HaeT kecapb, OH 3aX0oueT Tedst HarpauTh U,
M0 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHUIO, BEJIUT CIIPOCUTb, YETO ThI JKeJIaelllb ?
To1 moTpeOyels nporeHus Buktopa u Jleonuu, u koraa oHu Oy-
IyT OCBOOOK/IEHbI, BbI yOexxuTe u3 Mrtanuu u B otnanenHon Mc-
MaHWU JOXKJIETeCh KOHUMHBI MakcuMuaHna. AMBPOCHIO Ka3aJi0Ch,
YTO OTPeYbCsl OT cBOero bora, XoTs TOJIBbKO [7151 BULY, CMEpTeb-
HBIW TpeX; K TOMY X OH He ObUT yBepeH, uTo MakcumuaH Oyaer
TaK BEJMKOMYIIEH, KaK Tperoaraia AMeHa; HO OH IOayMas O
MYUEHUSIX, OKUIAIONINX €T0 Ipy3el, U Pelncs IPUHSTh Ha ce-
0s1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTb IMOCTYIIKA, HE OI00PSEMOTO €ro COBECTBIO.
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