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A. AsumoB. «Jlakku Ctapp u 6oinbinoe comnHile MepKypusi»

An3exk A3MMOB
Jlakku Ctapp u 0oJbmoe coanine Mepkypus

1. Iyxu CosHna

Jlakku Crapp co cBoMM MajieHbKUM Jpyrom [lxoHom burmenom [IxoHCOM, a Takxe MOJO-
IO MHXKEHep, AN Bepeu, MOAHUMATNUCH K BO3AYIIIHOMY IILTIO3Y, CIyKUBIIEMY BBIXOJOM Ha
MOBEepXHOCTh MepKypusi.

Ha-a... CKyyarb He IPUXOOUTCH, ogyMan JIakku.

OH npusietes1 Ha MepKypHid BCEro JIMIIIb Yac Ha3ajl U HATJe, KpOMe aHTapa, oObIBaTh HE yCIed.
BymaskHble (hopMabHOCTH 1 OCMOTP ero «MeTeopa, TPOn3BeIeHHbII MECTHBIMU TEXHUKAMU, — BOT,
cOOCTBEHHO, U Bce Moka BreuamieHus. [a, eme ator Maiinic, Ckort MaiiH/ic, uHxeHep, OTBETCTBEH-
Hbli 32 CetoBon [IpoekT. OH siBHO nomxuaa JIakky v cpasy MpeaokuI MPOryiIsaThCs MO MOBEPX-
HOCTH MepKypHsi — «B 1eJI5IX O3HAKOMJIEHHSI C JOCTOIPUMEUATeIbHOCTSMU», KaK ObUIO TOOABIEHO.

Jlakku, KOHEYHO Xe, YMUJIMJICS TaKoMy OObsicHeHU0. OH BHUMATEJILHO pacCMaTpUBAIT JIUILIO
WHKEHepa, MaJeHbKUi, OyITO Cpe3aHHbI, MOAOOPOAOK, HEPBHO JEpraiolivics poT U Iasza, Tpe-
BOHO Oeraroliye, ria3a, KoTopble HeM3MEHHO YCKOJb3aJIU OT MPSIMOTO B3MIsiaa. Bo Bcem aToM nipu-
CYTCTBOBaJIa HECOMHEHHAs TPEBOra, 00eCIIOKOEHHOCTh, BO BCSIKOM ClTydae.

Hy 4ro 3k, gocrornprumedarebHOCTH TaK JOCTONPUMEYATETbHOCTH. .. MOXeT ObITh, IPOTYJIKa C
M MaiiHACOM IMPOSICHUT XOTh YTO-TO B 3/ICIIHKX MpodieMax, Tak o3adotusimx Coser Hayku. ..

Uro no burmena JI>xoHca, TO OH rOTOB ObUI ciedoBarh 3a JIakku Kyma, Korga v JUisl 4ero
yrogso. [IpaBaa, efBa oHM Hayanu 001a4aThesl B cKaaHapbl, OPOBU €r0 YAWBJIEHHO B3METHYJIVCh:
ckadarp Maiinzica ObUT yKpaliieH KoOypoi, U3 KOTOPO TOpYasl PUKJIaJ] KPYITHOKAIMOepHOTO OJia-
crepa. JIakku, repexBaTuB BOIPOCUTENbHBIN B3IJIsA]], KHBKOM YCIIOKOWJI pyTa.

Korpma unxkenep, a Bcien 3a HUM JIakku M 3aMbIKaloOIIMi ecTBUE BUrMeH o4yTWivch Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH, TO B 9TOI BHE3AMHOM, MOYTH KPOMEIITHON ThME OHU, HA KAKOe-TO BpeMsl MOTePsIB APYT
Apyra u3 BUAY, BUIEH TOIbKO sIPKUE 3BE3/Ibl, PABHOAYIIIHO IJIS/ISIIUME CKBO3b JICASHON BaKyyM.

[lepBbim Oxun burmeH. 3aenHsAs rpaBUTaLMs [TOYTH HE OT/IMYAJIACh OT POJAHON MapCUaHCKOM.
W yepHOTa HOYEH C TAKMMMU K€ HEMHTAIOIIMMU 3BE3/JaMU BAaJieKe — Oblia /I HerO MPUBBIYHOM.

— O! Ia 51, kKaxercsl, KOe-4TO HAYMHAIO pa3nnyarh! — OOIPHIM JUCKAHTOM M3BECTUJI OH CBOMX
CITyTHUKOB.

Jlakku, KOTOpBIN TOXkE ycIies1 OCBOMTHCS B TEMHOTE, JyMaJl TEM BPEMEHEM O CTPAHHOM CBETe —
HE CBETe Jake, a JIETKOU JbIMKe, MepLaloIiel HaJl Kak Monajio pacKUIaHHBIMU OJ1€IHO-MOJIOYHBIMU
ckanamu. Heuro mogo6Hoe eMy mpuxoausioch BuaeTh Ha JIyHe, ¢ ee AByXHeJeabHOW HOubl0. ToT
ke Oe3bICXOITHO-YHBUIbIN Tel3aXK, Te JKe rojible U HEeBOOOPa3MMO XOJIOAHBIE CKAJIbI, HE 3HAIOIIHME HU
BETpa, HU UHesd, Ta ke Mojao4yHocTh. Ho JlyHa-To ocBemaercsa 3emiiel, ube cusiHue B 16 pa3 sipue
TMOJTHOJTYHHOTO CBE€Ta, — TOTO CAMOTO, Ha KOTOPBIN TaK CJIABHO BOETCs co0akaM. 3ech ke MOMpOCTy
HET HU OIHOMN OJIM3KOM IUIAHETHI. . .

— ITOT cBeT — 3Be3HbII ? — JIaKKM HAUMCTO OTMETAJT TAKYI0 BO3MOKHOCTb, HO BCE K€ CIIPOCHIL.

— Her, cap. O6piuHOE cBeueHue kopoHsl ConHIla. — B ronoce 4yBCTBOBasach yCTalIOCTh Yeso-
BEKa, BBIHYKIEHHOT0 0e3 KOHIIA Pa3bsCHATh OUEBUIHOE.

— Ax na! — Jlakku ycMexHyJIcsl M XJIomHyi ceds o 10y, — Hy pasymeercsi, kopona! Kak xe
s cpasy He jgoranacs!

— He norapancs? — nepecnipocusi burmeH, He OueHb-TO MOHUMAIOIIUI, O YeM HJET pedb. —
[Tponomxkaiire xe, Mainc!

— A BbI OBI TyuIIie 00epHY/IMCh. M TOCMOTpeny Ha TO, YTO Y Bac 3a CIIMHOM.
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OrnsHyBIIMCH, JIaKKM THXO TIPUCBUCTHYJ, a BUrmeH u BoBce BCKpUKHYJ. TONBKO OBIBAIIBII
MaiiH/c cTosuT THXO.

W3nomaHHast TMHUS TOPU30HTA Ka3alach MPOIApariaHHOM 10 Kpalo xkeMuyKHoro HeOa. Kaxnas
AeTajb peabeda OTUSTIMBO BUAHA. A Ha BHICOTE PUMEPHO OIHOM TPETU PACCTOSIHUSA 10 3eHUTA HEOO
MSTKO CBETHJIOCh O'POMHBIMU U30THYTHIMH JIEHTAMH.

— Bor Tak, muctep I>XOHC, BHIISIAUT KOPOHA, — cKazai MaiH/c.

Jaxe rimyOouaiiiiee N3yMIIeHHE, KOTOPOE OBJIaJieIo BUrMmeHoM, He CMOIJIO TOAABUTD CIIOKHOTO
KOMILJIEKCA YYBCTB, CBS3aHHBIX C MIPEJICTABICHUSIMU O TPHIMIHSIX.

— 30BUTE MeHs, MoXxaiyiicra, burMmeHom! — cepauto GPOCKI OH U JIMIIb 3aTeM BOCKJIMKHYIL:
— Conmneunas kopona, na? Oro! Hudero ce6e! He npearmonaran s, 4to 3Ta MTYKa OKaXKETCS TAKOU
3JI0pOBEHHOM !

— MWUIMOH MITh B aMeTpe, Jaxe uyTb Oosnbine. M ydtute, YTo Mbl B JAHHBIA MOMEHT HaXO-
auMcs Ha Mepkypuu, omkaiieit k ConHily ruianete, Beero B 30 MIJUIMOHAaX MIJTb OT CBeTHIIA. Bbl,
Kaxercsi, ¢ Mapca, eci He ommoaoch?

— a, 51 poauiics ¥ BBIPOC TaM, — MOCJIeJ0BaJ MOJIHbINA U TOP/AbIA OTBET.

— Tak BoT, eciu OBl BB ceifyac ocMorpes Ha CoJHIe, OHO OKa3aiock Obl B 36 pa3 Oosblie
U sipye, YeM TO, KOTOpOe OCBEIaIo Balle AeTCTBO. HacTombKo ke, eCTeCTBEHHO, sipue U KpyIlHee
BBITJISITUT OTCIO/Ia KOPOHA.

Jlakku KMBHYJ ¥ TIOAYMaJI O TOM, YTO MPUMEHUTETBHO K 3emiie 36 MeHsieTcst Ha 9, a KopoHy
OTTY/Ia YBUIUIIb TOJIBKO TIPH MOJTHOM 3aTMEHHUH. . .

Hy dro x, Maitaac, kaxercs, He ooMaHyn ux. OOelaHHble JOCTOPUMEeYaTeIbHOCTH CyITie-
CTBOBAJIM Ha CaMOM [ieJie, U ellle Kakue... JIakKi MBICJIEHHO 3aIloJHUJI KOPOHY CIIPSTABIIMMCS 32
ropu3oHToM COJIHIIEM, ¥ OT 3TOrO BOOOPpaKaeMOro 3peliiiiia MepexBaTuiio JbIXaHue.

MaitHac Mesx1y TeM MPOOIIKal TOBOPUTD:

— Onu HazbiBaOT 3TOT cBeT benbim [Iyxom Comnial

— Benpiit Iyx? — ynuuics Jlakku. — 3pyunt Herutoxo! [lake, s1 Obl ckazas, Kpacuso!

—KpacuBo?! — B3Buics Bapyr Maitnac. — He ckazas 6b1! Ha 9701 n1aHeTe TOJbKO M 3HAIOT, YTO
6ontath 0 ayxax! BeceneHpkoe MecTeuko, Heuero ckazatb! Bee Hanepekocsik! W miaxTel pymarcs,
u... — Tyr ero rosoc, He BbIepKaB BO3MYIIIEHHSI, TPEPBAJICS.

C 4ero 3T0 Mbl TaK PaCKUMATHINCH? — nogyMait JIakkH, 1ocyie 4ero BCIIyX CIIPOCHI:

— Maiinsc, Ml MorJIH OBl y3peTh ceil peHOMeH? S umero B Buay benoro [lyxa.

— Jla, KOHEUHO, TYT Hemojaneky... OcoOeHHO, eclii MPUHSITH BO BHUMAaHHE MEPKYpPUAHCKYIO
rpaButaimio. Kcratu, coBeTyio Bam IJIsiIeTh 1Mo HOTU. TPONMHOK TYT HET, a CBET KOPOHBI BEChMa
KoBapeH. Tak uTo JaBaiiTe-Ka JIydIle BKIOYMM (hoHapy. — MaiiH/IC HaXall KHOTIKY, 1 JTy4, OpbI3HYB-
UM U3 [IUIeMa, OCBETHJI JKEJITO-YEePHYI0 MEIIaHUHY I'PYHTA.

3axrumch ere aBa (oHaps, U HEYKJOKKe (PUIyphl IBUHYIUCH Brepen. ToJICThie MOIOIBHI
OOTMHOK HE MPOM3BOIMIM HU MaJICUIIIEro IIyMa, M TOJIbKO BUOpaIvsi BO3AyXa B cKadaHIpax oTMe-
Yaja Iary.

Maiinca mpoiosiKaia AyIuTh BCE Ta e 370CTb.

— HenaBuxy! — xpurien oH ckBo3b 3yObl. — HenaBrky Mepkypuii! §1 Topuy 371ech 1mecTb Mecsi-
1IeB — 1IEJIbIX Ba MEPKYpPUAHCKUX rofga! — 1 MHe Bce octoueprtesio! KTo Mor rnogymars, 4To 3a 1mecThb
MecsIeB He OyeT cienaHo Hu-4e-ro! PopabiM cuetoM. Hy mpocTo Bee He Tak Ha 31oit tuianete! OHa
camast MajieHpkas. OHa Ommke Bcex k ComHiry. OHa oOpailieHa K HEMY TOJIBKO OTHOM CTOPOHOM.
Tam, — OH yKa3as pyKOil Ha CUsIHME, — BCerja *apKo, TaM TaKoe IMeKJO, YTO IUIABUTCS CBUHEIl U
KUnut cepa! A B TOM CTOpPOHE, — CHOBA B3Max PYKOH, YK€ B MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOM HalpaBIeHUU, —
eIMHCTBEeHHas1 BO Bcell Cucteme IIaHeTHasi TIOBEPXHOCTh, KOTopylo COMHIIE He OCBEIIaeT HUKOTAA
Y He TpeeT, pazyMeeTcs. 3aMeuaresibHO, YTO TaM TOBOPUTH!

OH yMOJIK, 4TOOBI HABEPHSIKA MEPETIPLITHYTh MECTHU(YTOBOM IIMPUHBI TPELHHY, Clel APeB-
HEro KaTakJn3Ma, KOTOPbI HUKAK He MOT 3aTSHYThCS 0e3 BeTpa U CMEHBI orofbl. [Ipeikok modty-
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YWJICSI HEJIOBKUM — THITMYHBIA MPBDKOK OECIIOMOIIHOTO 3eMJISTHUHA, HA MUHYTY OTOPBaHHOTO OT
WCKYCCTBEHHO! T'paBUTAllUY, UMUTHUPYIOILEN 3€MHYIO.

burmen He npeMuHyN MPe3pUTETIHHO HIOKHYTh SI3BIKOM, MPEXIe 4eM, Kak U JIakku, BMECTo
CYETJIMBOT'O MPbIKKA, TPOCTO MHUPOKO MIArHYTh.

OHU NMPOJABUHYJIMCH €Ille Ha YeTBEepPTh MWIH, MMOKa MaiiH/c, BHe3alTHO OCTaHOBUBIIIMCH, HE
COOOIIIT:

— DTO MOXHO YBUJETh OTCIO[]a U UMEHHO ceiuac.

OH pe3ko BEIOpocHT 00e PyKH BIiepe[], YTO MIOMOIJIO eMy h30eskaTh aJeHus Ha ciiuHy. JIakku
¢ burmMeHoM nocse HeCKONbKUX KOPOTKMX IMOJICKOKOB, TacSIIMX MHEPLIMIO, OCTAHOBUIIUCH KaK BKO-
TaHHbIE.

MaiiH/c BHKJTIOUYMIT (hOHAPH U TTAJIBLIEM yKa3aJl Biepe/, Ha HeOoJIbIoe Oesioe MATHBIIIKO, KOTO-
poe ObUT0 HAMHOTO sIpUe BCEro COIHEYHOTO CBETA, MOChUIAEMOTO Ha 3eMIIIO.

— Mp! Ha BepiHe YepHo-bBenoit ropsl, — npopomkun uHxkeHep. — Hamnydinee mecro ams
HaOJTIOIeHU .

— YepHo-benas — 310 HazBaHue? — yTouHWI burmes.

— la. IIpnyem BecbMa TouHOE. Kak BUauTe, TEpMUHATOP AEIUT €€ HA IBE [IOYTH PABHBIE YaCTH.
VYroTpedieHHbI MHOIO TEPMUH MPUMEHSIETCS ISl 0003HAYEHH I IPAHUIIBI MEKAY CBETOM U TEHBIO.

— 3HaeM! — burmeH BcnbUIMIL, MUHYSI, KaK BCEra, IPOMEKYTOUHbIE cTaguu. — ['pamoTHbIe!

— Tak Bor... X aBa, 31X natHa. Enie oHO, TOYHO Takoe K€, MOKHO BHUJIETh HaJl K0:KHBIM
MOJTIIOCOM. Y 3KBaTOpa rpaHuIla CBETa U TEHHW TO MOIHUMAETCS, TO onmyckaetcst Ha 700 Musib, MeHsist
HarpaBJieHUe IBUKEHUs Kax able 44 qHs. 3elIHsisl MOTyMWIsl B CPABHEHUU C STUM — CYIIIUN ITYCTSIK.
Bot nouemy obcepBaropusi pa3MellieHa y CeBEpHOTo MOJT0Cca, a He Te-TO B Ipyrom Mecte... OqHako
BEpHEMCs K Haiuei rope. HeTpynHo 3amMeTuTh, UTO ceiluac OCBEIlIEHa TOJbKO BEPXHsS €€ 4acTb.
ITo3:xe, korna ConHue OMyCTUTCS ellle HUKE, TEHb 3aTOMUT BCIO TOpy.

— Ocraertcs yxe TOJIbKO BepIlIrHa, — OTMeTHI JIakku.

— Jla, mapa pyToB, KOTOpPBIE BOT-BOT IOTPY3ATCS B TEMHOTY. A Uepe3 IBOE 3eMHBIX CYTOK CBET
BO3BPATUTCS BHOBb.

IMoka MaitHac ®kuBONMCAT KapTHHBI TPUPOJIBI, Oeioe MATHO CKAJOCh O TOYKH, IMbLIABIIeH
sIpKOM 3Be3/101. Bee Tpoe 3amepiu B 0XKUIaHUM.

— A Ternepb HEHAI0JrO0 OTBEPHUTECH, — BeJies1 Maiinjc. — [1ycTh r1a3a NpuBBIKHYT K TEMHOTE.

[Tponuto HECKONBKO TOMUTENBHBIX MUHYT, U Jlakku ¢ burmenom ycibimamm: «JlocratodHo.
Teneps mocmorpure».

BeInoHMB ¥ 3Ty KOMaHIy, OHM MOHAYaly HAYEro mepen coOod He oOHapyxwmm. Ho depes
MI'HOBEHbE BOZHHMKJIO HEUYTO KPOBaBO-KpacHoe. OHO Bckope 0(hOpMUIIOCH B IOBOJIBHO YPOIJIUBYIO,
CKOMKAHHYIO I'Opy, YBEHUaHHYIO KpUBYJIbKOI-NMKOM. KpacHoTa cTaja rycrers, rycTeTh — U HaKOHeLl
ObLIa oOeKAeHa COBEPIIIEHHBIM MPAKOM.

—Yt0 310?! — THXO NpoIenTan burmen.

— CoJHIIe BCEro JMIIIb, — YCHOKOMI ero MaitHac. — OHO OIyCTHJIOCh JOCTATOYHO TIIYOOKO, U
TeTiepb HaJl TOPU30HTOM — JIMIIIb KOPOHA C MOIIHBIMH, B THICS'YY MUJIb U BBIIIE, CTOIOAMH MPOTYOe-
panieB. VIX sipkO-KpacHBIN CBET OOBIYHO 3arTyIIAeTCsl CBETOM CAMOTO CBETHIIA.

Jlakku kuBHYA. C 3emuu ¢ ee atMocdhepoi, oIyMat OH, IPOTyOepaHIIbl YBUAUIIb TOJBKO TTPU
TMIOJIHOM COJTHEYHOM 3aTMEHUH, Ja ellle BA0OABOK MPY MOMOIIM PA3HOTO pojia XUTPOYMHBIX MPUOO-
POB.

— Onu HasbiBaloT 310 KpacubiM [lyxom CosnHiia. . . — k MaiiHAcy BEpHYJ1ach €ro nojiaBjeHHOCTb.

— Ox yx 3t nyxu! — BHe3arHo oxuBwmics Jlakku. — Yto benwiit, yto Kpacusiii! BeposiTHo,
OHH-TO U BBIHYJIWJI BaC TacKath ¢ coOolo Omactep? A, muctep Maiinc?

—UYro?! — Kpuk un)keHepa ObLT IBHO HE U3 JIACKAOIUX CTyX. — O 4eM 3T0 BbI, c3p? — 100aBUII
OH KpailHe pa3[IpaKUTEJIbHO.
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— Mla o ToM, 3HaeTe JI, YTO caMOe BPeMsl BBUIOKHTb, JUIsI YETrO BaM MOHAI00MIOCh BECTU HAC
ciora. Besib He pagy MeCTHBIX KpacoT? A 3a0HO OOBSICHUTE HaM, C KaKOUM CTaTH BbI TAK HEITYTOYHO
BOOPYXUJIUCh. . .

MaiiHac OTBETUJ He Cpa3y — HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi COOMPAJICS C MBICTISIMH.

— Bol Begp [IoBua Crapp, He Tak Ji1? — po3BYyYall HAKOHEL BOITPOC.

— Ha, — cnep:xanHo oTo3BajIcA JIakkwu.

— Bol Bxogute B coctaB CoBera Hayku, ¥ 9T0 MIMEHHO Bac, KakK 4eJI0BeKa HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
Be3yuero, nmpo3paiu Jlakku?

— Vry. — Kak u Bce uwienn CoBeta, JIakku n30erayl HeHYKHBIX YIOMHHAHUN O CBOEM THUTYJIE,
Y Mo3TOMY cJioBa MaiiH/ica MpHIIUTMCh eMy He IO JIyIiie.

— IloHATHO, MOHATHO. .. — B rofoce nHxeHepa MosiBUIMCh HOTKH YIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTH. — 3Ha-
YHT, 51 HE OIIMOCS U Pa3roBapyBalo CO ClieJOBaTe/IeM — aCOM, KOTOPBII HaMepeH 3aHAThCs1 CBETOBBIM
[TpoekTom, BepHEE, TEM, YTO C HUM ITPOUCXOJIHT.

OcBenOMIIEHHOCTh MHXEeHepa OTHIONb He mpuBena Jlakku B Bocropr. Ero make 3azmeno To, ¢
KaKOM JIETKOCTBIO ero pa3o0iadaeT nmepBbiid BCTpeuHbiid. He Merasno Obl, MogyMalt OH, Clierka OcauTh
storo MaiiHzca. ..

— Yem s TyT 3aiiMyCh, HE JIOJUKHO Bac MHTEPECOBATh, c3p. Jlydle oTBeThTe Ha MOW BOIIPOC O
LeJIIX HaIllel MPOTYJIKH.

— 4 mpuBen Bac ciofa, YToObI CKa3aTh NMPaBy, Mpesk/ie YeM ApyTrue HaBpyT BaM ¢ Tpu Kopoba! —
Ha OJJHOM JIbIXaHWH BbINaivi MaiHjc.

— Hapyt? O uem?

— O Heygmauax, KOTOpble HEOTCTYHO Tipecienytor CretoBoii [Ipoekt!

— Ho Bens MOkHO OBLTO pacckaszath MHE 000 BceM TaM, BHyTpu Kynona! 3aueM monagoomioch
uaTu coaa?

— Tomy ectb Beckue mpuunHbl. — [pixanue MaiiHaca cTaHOBMIIOCH Bee 0ojiee HEPOBHBIM. —
Bo-niepBbix, OHM BO BCeM BUHSAT MeHsI, cuuTas, 4to [IpoeKkT MHe, BUIUTE JIU, HE 10 3y0aM U JeHbI'H
HAJIOTOTUIATEBIUKOB 51 HATIPABJISIIO MPSMO KOTY TIOJ XBOCT. Pa3Be MOXHO ObLJIO MO3BOJUTH STHUM
Mep3aBliaM cOMTh Bac ¢ TOAKY? BOT U mpuiuiocs. . .

— Ho nouemy oHu pemmiu, yTo BUHOBATHI Bbl, MaitHac?

— [Totomy, BUAMTE I, YTO 51 CIMIIKOM MOJIOL.

— Ckonbko Bam Jiet?

— JIBaguate aBa roja.

Jlakku, KOTOpPBIN OBUT JIUIIIL HEMHOTHIM CTapIlle, YAUBICHHO XMbIKHYL.

— Hy, a kakoBa npyrast npuunHa?

— MHue xotenock, 4ToOBl BBl TIOYYBCTBOBIM MepKypuil M MPOHUKJIMCh T€M, KakK... — TYT
Maiinac BHE3aIHO CMOJIK.

Jlakku, BHICOKMI M CTPOMHBIN, CTOST HA HEMPUBETJIMBOM MOBEPXHOCTH MepKypus U, OTpaxasi
MeTaJIJIOM CKaaH/ipa MOJIOYHBIA CBET KOPOHBI, — KJIaJl.

— Hy, xopor110, — 3aroBopu1 OH HaKoHell. — JlomycTiM, s1 Bepio, YTO Bl HE BAHOBATHI B HEYauax
c [IpoexktoM. A KTO — BUHOBAT?

B otBer — b HesicHOe GOPMOTaHbe, CKBO3b KOTOPOE MOKHO OBUIO Pa3/IMUUTh — «HE 3HAI0»
" «BO BCAKOM CIIy4ac».

— He morit 6b1 BBl U3BACHATHCS O0JIee TPAJUIIMOHHO? — BEXKJIMBO MOMHTEpecoBascs JIakKH.

— IloBeprbTe MHe! — B ronoce MaiiHjca cibliagoch HEMOAIe/IbHOE OTYasiHbE. — §1 BCe TIIaTe b-
HeummM obpazom paccaenoBait! A mymait Hax 3TiM aaxe Bo cHe! Crrenni 3a Bcemu! AHATM3UPOBAT
u conoctabiisi! PuUKCUpoBaJl BpeMsi, KOTAa MPOUCXOAUIA aBapuu, pBajcs Kadellb WM YHUUTOXa-
ek 3anucu! U Teriepb s He cOMHeBaloCh, uTo HUKTO 1o Kynosnom He 3amemian B atom! Hac Tam
52 yenoseka. [lo kpaiiHeil Mepe, B IIECTH MOCJIEIHUX CIyYasixX, KOrJa YTO-TO BBIXOAWJIO U3 CTPOS, 5
Mor Obl TOPYUYHTBCS 32 Kaxka0ro. HUkoro He 66110 BOMM3M TEX HECYACTHBIX MecT!
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— Ho Benp y aBapmii go/mkHa ObITh MpUuKHA! — pasMbIuisul JIakku BemyX. — MoxeT ObITb,
BHYTpUIUIaHeTHbIE ToTuku? W Bozaelicteue ComHua?

— Hyxu! — UCCTYNJIEHHO BBHIKPUKHYJ MHKEHEpP M PE3KO BCKMHYJ pykKH. — Kpome nByX, yxke
3HAKOMBIX BaM BUJIOB, CyLIECTBYIOT U JIByHOrue nyxu! §l Buaen ux, Ho pa3Be KTO-TO MOBEPUT MHe?
JlokeH BaM CKa3aTh, UTo. .. CKaXy BaM OTKPOBEHHO. .. — M peub ero crajia COBepIeHHO OECCBSI3HOM.

— «Jlyxu»! — BurmMmeH couyBCTBEHHO MoKayaJ rojioBoil. — He nokasarbcs i BaM nicuxuatpy?

— W 3111 MmHe He BepaT! — MaliHAC pacxoXOTaJiCsl Tparn4ecKu-ornepHeiM MaHepoM. — Huuero.
3acraBuM noBeputh. C yXamu, a 3200HO M CO BCEMHU MIMOTAMH OyleT MOKOHYEHO. S yHUUTOXY
Bcex! IoronosHo!

BHOBB mocieioBas 3moBemuil cMex, 1 MaiiHac ¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIM IPOBOPCTBOM BBIXBATHI
u3 KoOypsl Onactep (burmen axxe MOPrHyTh He YCIiesl, He TO 4TO MOMeIaTh MHXEeHepy) U, MpHlie-
JIMBIIACH TIPAMO B Jlakku, Haxas Ha ciyck. [1ydok sHeprum OeciyMHO U HEBHIMMO BBIPBAJICS U3
CTBOJIA.
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2. Cymacmemui ujim HeT?

Ha 3emne Bce koHumioch Obl miaueBHo. Ho Mepkypwuii He 3emisi.

Ot JlakkH, KOHEYHO k€, HE YCKOJIb3HYJIO MOCTENIEHHOE U HEYAEPKMMOE HapacTaHUE SIPOCTH
Maiinnca. JIomkHO ObLIO MOCIeJoBaTh pa3pellieHne, HHaue NHKEHepa pa3opBasio Obl COOCTBEHHBIMU
sMoumsamMH. U Bce ke mpriMeHeHre OpyKUsi ObLIIO COBEPIIEHHO HEOKHUIAHHBIM.

JIBrkeHre pyku MaitHca K KoOype ¥ BCe ero ocyIeLyIolue AeiHCTBI s ObUTN MOJTHUEHOCHBIMHU.
OpHaxo Jlakky ycriesn OTOpeIrHyTh B CTOPOHY.

Jlesio B TOM, 4TO MEpPKYpHaHCKasi TPaBUTALIMS COCTaBJIsIA BCETO 2/5 rpaBUTalv 3€MJIM, U Tpe-
HUPOBaHHBIE MBIIILBI OTOPOCHIIM HETTPUBBIYHO JIETKOE TEJIO BeChbMa jAajneko. A MaiH]c, ceuBIIunii
3a 1os1eToM JIaKKH, TOBEPHYJICA CIMILKOM PE3KO U MOTEPA paBHOBECHE. TEM HE MEHEE, B HECKOJIb-
KMX AjoiMax ot JIakku, eBa OIyCTUBLIErOCs Ha IIOBEPXHOCTB, B CKaJIE YK€ KPacOBajach aKKypaTHas
sMKa rryouHoit B ¢yT. [Ipexae yem Maiinzac coOpasicsi mpoM3BECTH MOBTOPHBIN BHICTpe, burmex
C HEOTpa3MMbIM M3SIIECTBOM YEJIOBEKA, elle He 3a0bIBIIEro MapCUaHCKOM IpaBUTALIUM, BBIOWII OpY-
KM€ U3 €T0 PYK.

Nuxenep ynai, UCTOIIHO MTPU 3TOM KpHYa, 3aT€EM BHE3AITHO 3aTUX, TO JIA MOTEPSAB CO3HAHME
OT CHJIBHOI'O yJapa IpH NaJIEHUH, TO JI COBEPLUIEHHO U3PACXOJOBAB 3aac SMOLMH.

burmen nckmouan 06a BapyaHTa.

— Ham Mustelil Ipyr NpUKHUHYJICSA YCOMIMM! — Tak OLEHWJI OH CUTYALMIO M, CXBAaTUB OJacrep,
HalpaBWJI 1yJI0 B HEHABUCTHOE JIULIO.

— He nypu! — cepauro kpukHyn Jlakku.

burmen onemm, a moToM BO3MyTHJICA.

— Te06s1 x xoTenu youTs!

Ecnu 6bl oKy1IaIMch Ha HEro caMoro, MaJIeHbKUi MapCHaHKH, Ka3aJ10Ch, ObUT Obl HE TaK 3011. . .
Kpaitae HEOXOTHO, YTO-TO Oypua MoJ HOC, OH TMOAYMHIIICS.

Jlakku, cTOs Ha KOJIEHSX, IIPU CBETE CBOETO (POHAps BHUMATEJILHO Pa3liIAIbIBajl 3aCThIBLINE,
VICKa)KCHHBIE YEPTHI JIMLa UHkeHepa. [lokazaHns MaHOMETpa rOBOPWIIM O TOM, 4YTO, K CYACTBIO, CKa-
(baHgp He pazrepMeTH3MpOBaH yaapoMm 00 ocTpele KamHH. [logxBatuB MaiiHaca ogHOM pyKo# 3a
3aIACThs, a APYroM 3a JOAbUKKY, JIAKKM BCKMHYJ HOLY ceOe Ha IUIeUd U IIPYKUHUCTO MOIHSICA.

— Brictpo k Kymony! — permmTenbHO ckaszai OH M UyTb HOTHUILE J0OaBUII: — A 3a0[HO — K IIpO-
O1emaM, KOTOpbI€, YBBI, HE TaK MPOCThI, KaK BUJUTCS HaLleMy Hiedy.

Bce eme Hacymiennsiii burmen moua mocnerwt 3a Jlakku. Menkast ero Tpycua ooaropaxu-
BaJIach rpasuTauuen. Mainaca burmen Bee-taky Aepkall Ha MyLIKE, HAa BCAKAN CITyYau.

VYnomsanyteiM 1medom O0bu1 ['ektop Konseid, maBa Cosera Hayku. Korma onm ocraBasich
HaevHe, JIakKM Ha3bIBal €ro «IsaomKa [ekTop», Tak kak uMeHHO KoHBeill BMecTe ¢ Ayryctom
['eHpu cran B cBOe BpeMs ONEKyHOM I0HOrO JIakKH, pomuTesM KOTOpPOro ObUTM YOWTHI NMUpaTaMu
BONMM3M Benepsl.

Henemo na3an Konseii, HarmycTB Ha ce0s1 caMblil JIETKOMBICTICHHBII BU, KaK Oy/ATO pedb Iuia
00 0YepesTHOM OTITyCKE, CITPOCHII €ro:

— A nouemy Obl TeOe He OTIpaBUTLCS HA MepKypwit, a?

— Yro-T0 npownsonuio? — Hacropoxuics Jlakku.

— Jla B 001em-To, HU4ero ocooeHHoro. .. — Ckazas 310, KoHBel, ogHako, Haxmypuics. — Ecin
HE CUMTaTh TAKOBBIM HECKOJIBKO CTPAHHBIE IEMCTBUSA HEKOTOPBIX HAIIMX MYAPELIOB OT MOJIUTHUKHU. . .
Thl Beib 3HACIIb: MBI OCYILLECTBIISIEM OJUH JOBOJIBHO JOPOrOCTOAIINN MPOEKT Ha Mepkypun. OH u3
TeX MPOEKTOB, KOTOphIe JIMOO He JAal0T HUYEro, JMOO MepeBopaurnBaloT Bee. Bery nmogo6HOro pona
— BCErja B 3HAUUTEJILHOM MEPE UTpa, PUCKOBAHHASA a3apTHAs UIpa...

— EcTb 5111 B 3TON UIrpe 4TO-TO TAKOE, YEM MHE HE ITPUXOJWIOCH 3aHUMAThCA !
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— Tloxoxe Ha To... [ToHumaernb, ceHarop CBeHCOH oOpymmiIcss Ha [IpoeKT, mpecTaBuB ero
TUIUYHEWIIMM IPUMEPOM Toro, Kak CoBeT 1ouyem 3psi MPOCakMBaeT JAEHEKKHU HAJIOTOIJIATe bIIH-
koB. TebOe, KOHEUHO, 3HAKOM cedl OJaropoiHbBIi MyXk... Tak BOT, 3TOT camblii CBEHCOH SIPOCTHO
HacTaMBaeT Ha paccieioBaHuu. Bonee Toro, oqMH U3 ero MoJIoALOB NOCHenIn Ha MepKypuil yxe
HECKOJIKO MECSIIEB Ha3al.

— Cenarop CseHcoH? Bce MoHSTHO. ..

Jlakku mpeKkpacHoO 3HaJ O TeX yCHIusiX, kotopble puiaran Coser Hayku ajist 60pbObI ¢ Bpa-
rOM Kak B Ipejeax, Tak U BHe COJHEYHOW CHCTeMbl. 3Hal OH U O TOM, YTO B IOCIIEIHUE JeCs-
THJIETUS YCUJIMSI CTTU TIPUHOCUTD TUTOABL. [anakTryeckas nMBIIM3anys Obuia yXe B TOM IOUYTEH-
HOM BO3pacTe, KOrja JIoau JA00paInCh 10 CaMbIX OTAAJIeHHBIX 3Be3] Mueunoro [Tytu u 3acenmnu
BCE MPHUTOJHbIE /JIs1 ’KU3HU TUIaHeThl. [Ipo6iemMbl, KOTOpble BCTaBaIM Tepel] YesIOBEYEeCTBOM, BBUJLY
CJIO’KHOCTH WX, MOT' PEIIIUTD TOMBITAThCSI, BO BCSIKOM ciyuae, — juiib CoBeT Hayku. K coxanenuto,
B MPaBUTENILCTBE 3eMJIM KOe-KTO oracaiicsi Bo3pacraioiero BiussHus CoBera, BUISI B 9TOM yrpo3y
s cebs1. VIHbIe e BUPTYO3HO MCTIOIb30BAJIM TU OMACEHHS B MHTEPEcax COOCTBEHHBIX aMOWIIUIL.
Cenatop CBEHCOH He TOJIBKO PUHAJIekKAN K TOCIIeAHEN rpyIme, HO ObUT € HECOMHEHHBIM JIUAEPOM.
Beckoneunbie Hanagky Ha COBET 32 €ro «HEMPUKPHITOE PACTOUUTETIBCTBO» — CHIENAIU 3Ty QUrypy
KpaiHe OJIMO3HOM. . .

— Kr0 Bo3mapnseT MepKypuaHckyio 3ab6aBy? — cpocun Jlakku. — 4 3Hatwo ero?

— 3abaBa, kcraru, Ha3biBaeTcsi CBeroBbiM [IpoekToM. A oTBeuaer 3a Hero CKOTT MaitHuc,
unxeHep. [lapeHb Herlynelil, HO HE U3 TeX, KTO CO3[aH pyKoBOAUTb. W Halo ke, IMEHHO C TOrO
MoMeHTa, kKak CBeHCOH 00mo0oBai B KauecTBe ouepenHoi muimenn CeroBoi [IpoekT, aena tam
TOLUIN XY:Ke HeKy/a!

— 4l rOTOB TUM 3aHATHCA, AAMIOMIKA [ eKTOop.

— Cnacu6o0, Jlakku. [TonnmMaenb, s yBepeH, 4To BCe aBapvy HE HACTOJIBKO YK CEpPbe3HBI, HO
CBeHCOH nocrapaercsi ¢ MX OMOUIBIO IOCTABUTh HAC B 3aTPYAHUTEIbHOE MOI0KEeHUe. BhisicHu, 4TO
MMEHHO OH 3aMblluIsieT. VI mpurisiay, KCTaTh, 3a YPTHIOM, €ro SMHICCApOM, BECbMa CIIOCOOHBIM U
OIACHBIM MAJIbIM. . .

Bor Tak mpenogHec neno I'ektop Koneeit. Hebombinoe paccienoBanbe, He 6onee Toro. U
Jlakku, mocague KOpaOib Ha CeBEpHBIN TOMIOC MepKypHsi, HACTPOUJICS Ha MYCTSYOK. A CITyCTsI 1Ba
yaca B HEro yKe paspsikaiu onacrep.

Uro-To 3a BceM 3THM Kpoetcs, nogyman Jlakku, ¢ MaiflHIcOM Ha Tuledax NpuOImKasach K
Kynony. 1 kyna 6osee cepbe3HOe, YeM MOKHO ObUIO MPEATIONOKHTb.

Hoxtop Kapn 'apnoma, BbIiiisi U3 MayiaTel ¥ B3MISIHYB MCNOIoObs Ha Jlakku ¢ burmeHow,
CTaJI COCPEAOTOYEHHO BBITHPATh PYKHM MOXHATBHIM IIACTOCOPOOBBIM MOJIOTEHIIEM, KOTOPOE BCKOPE,
CKOMKAHHOE€, UCYe3JI0 B KOHTelHepe. ['apromMa XMypuiics, U € €ro CMYIJIOTrO JIMLA HE CXOWIIO BbIpa-
eHue TIyOoKor o3adoyeHHOcTH. Kazasock, naxke yepHbie, KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHbBIE BOJIOCHI TIOKTOPA
TONOPLLIATCS KaK-TO BCTPEBOXKEHHO.

— Hy? — cnpocun Jlakku.

— 4 nan emy ycrokoutesnpHoe. — [apmoma cmoTpen kyaa-To mumo Jlakku. — [lymaro, oH Oyaer
B MOpPs/IKE, KOTrJa MpocHeTcsl. BO3MOXKHO, 1a)ke He BCIIOMHUT O CJIyYMBILIEMCS.

— JIokTOop, Takue MPUCTYIBI yKE CIIy4aInuch ¢ MailHICOM WJIN 3TO — NEPBbIN?

— Huuero nono6HOro 10 cUX mop He HaOJ0IaNoCh, c3p. Bo BesiKkoM ciyuyae, ¢ MOMEHTa ero
npuobITHs Ha Mepkypwuii. He 3Haio0, 4To mpeiecTBOBaIoO STOMY, HO TIOCJIEAHNE HECKOIBKO MECSIIIeB
uHxeHep MaiiHJC HaXOIWIICs B COCTOSIHUM CHJIBHEHMIIIETO HEPBHOTO HAIIPSIKEHUS.

— Otuero?

— BupuTte 11, OH Bce BpeMst 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0sl BHHOBHBIM B TOM, UTO NMPOUCXoauT ¢ [TpoekTom.

— A Kak no-BaiiemMy, Takoe 9yBCTBO MMeEJIO MOl COO0M OCHOBaHUs?

— Her. BesycioBHo, Het! Ho 310 eMy He Memasio. .. Bel e ycrenn yoeauThes, HACKOJIBKO pa3-
JTaausIcs 3ToT YesoBek. OH OyKBaIbHO BOWJI ceOe B TOJIOBY, UTO B IMTPOMCXOASIIIIEM BCE BUHST TOJBKO
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ero! CetoBo# [IpoeKT, KOTOPBIM 3/1eCh 3aHUMAIOTCS, TPUHAIJIEKUT K paspsiny paboT Ype3BbYaiiHO
BaxHbIX. OH NOMIOTWIT ¥ TPOJOJIKAET MOMIoNIaTh yilMy eHer u cuil. Ha MaitHice nesxut tsxenei-
IIUI TPY3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 Bce 00OPYIOBaHHE, 32 padOTy KOHCTPYKTOPOB, MATEPO U3 KOTOPBIX,
ME>X/1y TPOYUM, CTapIlle er0 MUHIUMYM Ha JeCsTh JIeT. ..

— A Kak HOJIy4usioch, JOKTOP, YTO CTOJIb BaXKHBIW MOCT 3aHST TAKOW MOJIOION YeJIOBEK ?

lapnoma ynbIOHYNICS, W OOHaXHUBIIMECS B YIbIOKe Oesble, Oe3ynpedHol (hOopMbl 3yObl
HECKOJIbKO CMSTYMIM MPAYHOCTb €ro OOJIHKA.

— Cy06acdupnas ontrka, muctep Ctapp, COBepIIIeHHO HOBOE HallpaBjieHue B Hayke. M TobKO
MOJIOZIOH YeJIOBEK, TOJIBKO UTO BBHIMOPXHYBIIUI U3 MIKOJbI, KOG-YTO CMBICIUT B HE.

— Takoe BrieuatsieHue, JOKTOP, OYATO U BBl pa30MpaeTech B TOM!

— OtHiopp Her... [Tpocto MaiiHIC HEMHOXKO paccKasbiBaj... Mbl Be/lb IPUOBUIM Clofa Ha
OZIHOM KOpabJie, M yxke Torjaa 51 ObUl TIOPaXeH, ¢ KaKoW YBJICUEHHOCThI0 TOBOpHI OH O IIpoekte u
BO3MOXXHOCTSIX, OTKPbIBAEMBIX €r0 OCyIIeCTBIeHHeM. Bam, OIKHO OBbITh, U3BECTHO O HUX?

— Huyero, poBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO.

— Tak BOT. 31€ch MBI UMEEM JEJI0 yXke€ C IMIEPKOCMOCOM — MHBIMM CJIOBAaMH, TOW YacCThbIO
MIPOCTPAHCTBA, KOTOPast HAXOJUTCS MO TY CTOPOHY KOCMOCA B TPAJIUIIMOHHOM IMOHUMAHUH. 3aKOHBI,
KOTOpbIE 371€Ch HE3bIOJIEMBI, B THIIEpKOCMOce — OTMeHs0Tcst! CKakeM, Helb3sl JBUIaThCsl CO CKO-
POCTBIO, TIPEBBIIAIOIIEH CKOPOCTh CBETa, — HY Helb3sa! Y 1o Onvokaidiieid 3Be3/bl Hy’KHO TAllIUThCS
LeJIBIX YeThlpe roja. B runepkocmoce xe — coBceM apyroe aeno! bepu u etu XOTb... — IOKTOp
OCEKCs, a IOTOM CITPOCHJT C M3BUHSIONIENCS YIILIOKOH: — BbI Besib 3HaeTe 00 3ToM?

— Koneuno. Kak, Bnpouem, u 1o00#, s 3HAI0, YTO TMIIEPKOCMHUYECKHE TTOJIETHI CIeaa 00bI4-
HBIMU TyTEIIECTBUS K 3Be3/1aM, — cyxo oto3Bajcs Jlakku. — Ho npu yem Tyt CBeroBoii [Tpoekt?

— A Bot nipu yeM... — Jloktop ['apaoma nogHsI BBEpX yKa3aTeJbHbIN Masiel] U IPUHSI TauH-
CTBEHHBIN BUJI. — B BakyyMe 0OBIYHOTO KOCMOCA CBET PaCcIpPOCTPAHSETCs], KaK U3BECTHO, IO MPSIMOM,
CTPOro 1o npssMoi. VI30rHyTh 3Ty MPAMYI0 MOKHO TOJBKO C TIOMOIIBIO KOJIOCCAIBHBIX TPaBUTAIM-
OHHBIX ycuMid. B runepkocMoce — no-gpyromy. Bel MoxkeTe enatbh cO CBETOBBIM JIyYOM BCE, UTO
3abmaropaccyaurcsi! Kak Oyaro nMeere 1eso ¢ HUTBIO caMoil HeskHOM nipsiku ! JIyd MOKHO chOKyCH-
pOBaTh, paccesATh U UyTh JIM He 3aBsi3aTh OaHTUKOM! Tak, BO BCSIKOM Clly4ae, yTBEPKAAIOT CO3aTesH
TUNIEPONTUYECKON TEOPHUHU.

— U Ckott MaiiHzc, ecnu 51 IpaBUIbHO TOHUMAIO, HAXOIUTCS 3[€Ch UMEHHO JJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI
IIPOBEPUTH ITY TEOPUIO HA MTPEIMET CTPOMHOCTU?

— CoBepllieHHO BEPHO.

— A mouemy ObLT BHIOpaH UMEHHO MepKypuii?

— [Motomy uto BO Beeit CoTHEUHOM CUCTEMe He HANTH TUIAHETHOM MOBEPXHOCTH C TAKOW OTPOM-
HOW KOHIEHTpalWel CBeTa, IpUYeM Ha I'pOMajHOW muiomagu. Y pe3ynbTarsl, KOTOpbIE OXHUIAET
MHXeHep MailH/c, ropa3o Mpollie NOIyYuThb 3/1€Ch, YEM, CKaKEM, Ha 3eMJIe, Iie, IPY BeCbMa COMHU-
TeJbHOM 3(ppekTe, Bce 0001uToCh Obl Ky/ia JI0OPOXKe.

— Ho 1oka 4to Mbl UIM€eM TOJIBKO aBapuH. . .

— Kotopsle k10-TO moxcrpauBaer! — rHeBHO noaxsatuil ['apnoma. — M ¢ KOTOpBIMU HYKHO
HEeMe/IJIeHHO TIOKOHYMTh! Bbl moHMMaeTte, uTo Jiist Hac Bcex 3HauMT 3TOT [Ipoekt? 3emiist He OyaeT
pao6bineit Connua! KocMuveckue cTaHIMM CTaHYT MEpPeXBaThIBATH COJTHEYHBIM CBET U, MPOIYCTHB
yepes TMIepKOCMOC, PABHOMEPHO paclpeaessaTh Mo Beel riaHere! — ['apaoma, nonxBayeHHbI Med-
TaMU, YHOCHJICS Bce jabine. — Micue3HeT 3HOM MycThIHb U 3a0yaeTcs nonspHas cryxa! [To Hamemy
YCMOTpEHMIO OyZIeT peopraHn30BaHa cMeHa BpeMeH rofga! Mel Oyaem ympasists norofoi! mersb
COJTHEYHBI! CBET B JIDOOM YTOIHOM HaM MeCTe U HOUb TOW MPOJOJIKUTEILHOCTH, KOTOPYIO 3aX0UeTCs
MU3MHIY Halel Horu! 3emuis IpeBpaTUTCs B pall ¢ KOHIUIIMOHUPOBAHHBIM BO3yXOM!

— Ho, no-moemy, 110 31010 e Jajneko?
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— Jla, BbI mpaBbl. — JIOKTOp C HEOXOTOM BEPHYJICS B peasibHOCTh. — [ToHaqoOouTCss MHOTO-MHOTO
BpeMeHHU. .. Cap, s, KOHEYHO, MOT'Y OIIIMOUTHLCS, HO MHE KaKeTcs, 4To Bbl TOT cambiil [[aBun Crapp,
KOTOPOMY YAAJIOCh pacilyTaTh UCTOPUIO C OTpaBjieHueM nuiy Ha Mapce!

Jlakku, U1s1 KOTOPOTO TaKO# MOBOPOT B Pa3roBOpe ObUT JOBOJIBHO HEOKHUIAHHBIM, a TAKKE U
HE OYEeHb MPHUATHBIM, HAXMY PUJICS.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak permnu?

— Jleno B TOM, 4TO 51 BCe-Taku Bpay. M Kak Bpaua MeHs B CBO€ BpeMsl 3aMHTepecoBala Takas
CTpaHHasl SNUJIEMUS — Bellb ITO MOHAYaIy cuuTasoch anuaemuei! [Torom yxe, B ciyxax, KOTOpbIE,
KaK MM TI0JIOKEHO, XO[IUJI ¥ KOTOPBIM £ ’Ka/IHO BHUMAJI, CTAJI0 YaCTO BCTPEYaThCs UM$1 OJHOTO IOHOTO
yieHa CoBeTa, ChIrPaBILEro [T1aBHYIO POJib B Pa3rajike TalHBbI. ..

— Xopomo. Ilycts Oynmer Tak. — JIakku JOCAUIMBO MOMOPIIIICS. DTO ykKe BTOpOe 3a JCHb
y3HaBaHME HUKAK HE BXOIWJIO B €r0 ILJIAHBI.

— Hy, a ecnu Tak, — pagoctHo nponoskui ['apaoma, — ecinu Bbl ToT camblii Ctapp, To, X04y
HaJesIThCS, HEIOITO HaM TeprieTsb! $1 uMelo B BUly Tak Ha3bIBa€MbIe aBapHH, YTOO UX...

Jlakku, He yIOCTOMB JIOKTOpa OTBETOM, XOJIOZIHO OCBEIOMMIICS:

— Mory s y3HaTh, c3p, Koraa Ckort MaitHc OyieT B COCTOSIHUM Pa3roBapHBaTh CO MHOM?

— He panee yem uepe3 12 vacoB! — ucnyrando oruekanwi ['apgoma.

— Hapetock, oH Oyner B 3qpaBoM yme?

— BHe Bcsikux coMHeHui !

— Tw1 yBepeH, ['apnoma? — 6ecriepeMOHHO BMeIasics 4ei-To ropTaHHbiid OaputoH. — HaBepHoe,
OTTOr'O, YTO CJIaBHBIN MapHUIKa MaitHC Bcerga B cBoe yme, aa?

JIoKTOp 00epHYJICS Ha TOJIOC, M Ha JIUIEe ero 0003HAYMIACh CUJIbHEHINAas HeTIPUA3Hb.

— Yro BbI 371€CH JAenaete, Yprui?

— IlepKy OTKPBITBIMH I71a3a M YIIIH, XOTSI HEKOTOPBIM 3TO M HE HPaBUTCs! — Pa3BSI3HO OTBETHI
BOILEAIINN.

Jlakku 1 BurmMeH ¢ MHTEpeCcoM pasriisAbIBaId HE3HAKOMIIA. TO ObLIT CPEAHETO POCTa MYKUKMHA,
IIMPOKOIUICYMH U MYCKYJIUCTBIA, C HEOPUTHIM CAMOIOBOJIBHBIM JILIOM.

— MeHs He uHTepecyeT, YTO Bbl TaM IpojeibiBaeTe co cBouMu yimamu! Ho m3Bonbre 3aHU-
MaTbCsi STUM BHE Moero kabuHera! — ['apioma nopIcKas, HaKOHeIl, pa3siiiye CJIoBa.

— Ilouemy-y? — rpumacHuyast, NpoOTAHY1 YpTuil. — Bbl ke JOKTOp! A maneHTsl UMEIOT paBo
BxoouTh cioga! 51 3a0oses, MoXeT OBITh!

— Ha uro xanyerech?

— Jla momoxau Tel. CHauasa pazdepemcs ¢ 3tumu 1ByMs. OHU-TO Ha 4TO )anyorcsa? Ha rop-
MOHAJIbHYIO HEJIOCTATOYHOCTh, BepHO? — U ero sieHuBbIN B3M1s1]] ocTaHOBWIICS Ha burmene [IxoHce.

TyT BO3HUKJIA 3BeHsIIas may3a, 1 burmeH cHavasia moGneqHen, a OTOM CTajll BeCh Kak-TO
CTpPaHHO pa30yxaTh. YBEJIMYMBIIKCH B 00BbEME JI0 ONIACHOTO Mpe/esia, OH 04eHb OCTOPOKHO MOTHSIICS
co cBoero Mecra. [J1a3a MapcuaHvHa OBUTH IMPOKO PACKPHITHI, a TYOBI IIEBEIMINUCH, TUXO U 0e3
KOHIIa OBTOPsisi: «[ OpMOHaJIbHASI HEIOCTATOUHOCTh». Kazanock, OH BIIOJTHE BEPUT, YTO MOKHO OBLIO
IIPOM3HECTH TaKOE.

Artakylomas Koopa BbITJIsifiesia Obl B 3TOT MOMEHT CTapol Yeperaxoi B CpaBHeHUU ¢ burmeHom,
ybd 5 (pyTOB U 2 qr0MiMa MBIIIL, TYTO CBUTBIX B YIPYTUil XJIBICT, METHYJIUCh K PACIUIBIBUIEMYCS B
YXMBUIKE Harjery.

Ho Jlakku gBurasncs emie opictpee. Kpenko yxBaruB burmena 3a rjiedu, OH TUXO IPOU3HEC:

— CrokoWHO, Jpy:Kullie, CHOKOUMHO. . .

— Ho TbI ke coapiman, Jlakku! Tol e ciblimat!

MavieHbk1iA MapCaHUH BBIPHIBAJICS U30 BCEX CHUIL

— He Bpewmsi, Burmen... — ycrnokauBan ero Jlakku, He pazxumasi oObsTuil. — He Bpewms,
MOVMM. ..

CwMmex Ypruma ObUT pe3KUM M OTPBIBUCTHIM, KaK JIAi.
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— Hy ornyctu ero, napens! §I He po4b OAHKMM HaJIbLIEM pa3Ma3aTh MaJjbllla 10 Moy !

burmen oT4asiHHO BbUT M U3BUBAJICS B TUCKAxX JIakku.

— Ecnu ckaxere ene XoTb c10BeuKko, YpTuJl, — JIakku ¢ TpyioM ciepkuBajl THEB, — Ballla )KU3Hb
OCJIOXKHUTCSI HACTOJIBKO, UTO JaXe JApyr-ceHaTop OyleT He B CHiiax BaM rnoMoub! — [J1a3a ero, roka
OH TOBOPWJI, CTAJI JIEASHBIMH, a TOJIOC METALTMYECKUM.

Ha MruoBeHbe B3IJIsIIbl JBOUX CXJIECTHYJIMCh, M, IPOUIPaB 3Ty CXBAaTKy, YPTUIJ YTO-TO IPO-
MMM O HeyaayHol uryTke. Tsokenoe qpixaHue burMeHa koe-kak yCHOKOWJIOCH, U, Korja Jlakku
BBIITYCTWJ1 €10, MAPCUAHUH 3aHsJ1 CBOE MECTO, B3JparvBasi OT OCTaTKOB SIPOCTH.

HokTtop ['apnoma, KOTOpbIiA, BTSIHYB TOJIOBY B IUIeuH, 0€3MOIBHO HAOMIOAAT BCIO CLIEHY, C y/IUB-
JIEHUEM CIPOCHIL:

— Kak, Bbl 3Haete Ypruna, muctep Crapp?

— O na. Cnaga o [IxxoHataHe YpTuiie, ymoJTHOMOYEHHOM ceHaTopa CBEHCOHa, JIOIILIa 40 MEeHS.
He morna nve poiitu.

— YIOMHOMOUYEHHBIH ? — TPoOOpMOTa AOKTOP. — UTO X, MyCTh Oy/IeT TaK...

— W 2 o Bac HacybllaH, gpaxaiiumil! — ckasa, Kak u3psirayn, Ypruil. — [Issun Crapp, wim
Jlakku, kak Bl cebs1 Benmvaete! Bynnepkung uz Coeera Hayku! Tenepp nepeuuncisio... [lemno 06
OTpPAaBJICHUH, UCTOPUSI C ACTEPOUIHBIMU MMUpATaMU, BEHEPUAHCKAsl TeJenarus. .. 3HaKoMo?

— HemHoro, — paBHOQyIIHO OTO3BaJICA JIaKKU.

YpTui TopKecTBYIOIIE XOXOTHYJI.

— Jla, apxuB ceHaTopa cofiepKUT MHOTo uHTepecHoro o Coete! A B Moe# rojioe, — 100aBHII OH
C BHE3aIHOM JOBEPUTEIBHOCTHIO, — €CTh KOE-4TO O TBOpsiieMcs 31eck. [IpemoOonbiTHele Berm!
BssaTh X0TS1 OBI CErogHsIIHee NMOKyIIeHue. .. Keratu, s mpuiien cioaa He mpocTo Tak. MeHs npuBesa
3a00Ta O OJIMKHEM.

— 3abora?

— Ona. U BoT 10Ka3aTenbeTBO. Sl MOMIKeH, s MPOCTO 00s13aH MpeAocTepeyub Bac OT ONACHOCTH !
HagepHoe, Haill MUJIBII IOKTOP Y€ BKPYyUMBaJI TYT O TOM, KaKOM 3aMeuaresibHbIi Majibiii MaitH/C.
W 0 KpaTKOBpEMEHHOM BCIIBILIKE, BbI3BAHHON HEBHIHOCUMBIM HarpsikeHreM. Bugute u, oHu y Hac
Oospiymye Apy3bs, [apnoma u Maiinzc. . .

— $1 Bcero b ckazal, 4To... — Ha4aa ObUIO JIOKTOP.

— Jlail MHe 3aKOHUYUTb! — pABKHYJI YPTUJI M BHOBb ITOBepHYJIcs K Jlakku. — Ilonnmaere, Ckorra
Maiinzca o 6e3BpeTHOCTH MOKHO YIOJOOUTh JBYXTOHHOMY acTepPOH LY, KOTOPBII HECEeTCsI PsIMO Ha
Balll KOpadib. DTOT MapeHb BOBCE HE ObLT CyMACIIIEIIIMM, KOTJJa Bbl TAHIIEBAJIU MO/l AKKOMITAHEMEHT
ero Omnacrepa. OH PeKpacHO MOHMUMAJT, YTO JiesaeT. Bac XJ1laTHOKPOBHO MbITaICh YouTh, Ctapp, u
TOMBITAIOTCA ellle. Bynpre yBepeHsl U CIOKOMHbBI: MaiiHJc BCKOpe NPeAIpUMET HOBYIO IOMBITKY — 1
rOTOB TIOCTIOPHTH Ha. .. J]a XOTs1 Obl HA CAIlOTW BaIllero Apyra.
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3. CmepTh NOA’KMAa€T B KOMHATe

TuimmHa, HacTynMBLIas OCJIE CJIOB YPTUIIa, BCEM, KpPOME HEro CaMoro, OKa3aiach FHETYLIEH.

3arem Jlakku cripocuir:

— Ho nmouemy? Benp nomkHa e ObITh Kakasi-To IpHYMHa!

— Ipuunna — yBaxurtenbHasi, — YPTUJI TOBOPUJI COBCEM THXO, HACIakKIasiCh OOIMM BHUMA-
HueM. — Ctpax. MailH/c norpocTy He crpaBiisieTcst Co CBOe padOToi, He TAHET. A 3a AEHEKKH — 32
MUWLTHOHBI, KOTOPBIE C TPAIULIMOHHOM 1epocThio oTBai emy CoBeT Hayku, — 3a HUX BeJjb HyKHO
OyJeT OTYUTHIBATHCS, XOTS Obl UyTh-4yTh. JleaeTcst 3T0 0YeHb MPOCTO: TIO0 BO3BpAIEHUU HA 3eMITIO
I'POMKO KPUYUTCS O HECHOCHOM MepKypuH, OT KOTOPOrO OJHM HAallacTH, U KaJOOHO IIMbIraeTcs
HocoM. CoBeT pacTporaH, a KOrja OH pacTporaH — M3 HEero CHIILTIOTCS JeHbI'M Ha HOBYIO, elre Oosee
UJIMOTCKYIO Tporpammy. .. VI BOT NOSBMIIMCH Bbl, U BO3HUKJIA YIPO3a JIMIIUTHCSA BCEX MUJIBIX CEPALLY
ytex. Benp CoBet Tenepp y3HaeT MCTUHHOe MonoxeHue Berieil! Kak TonpKo OHO cTaHeT M3BECTHO
BaM.

— A BaM OHO YK€ U3BECTHO?

— IIpencrasbre cede.

— B takom cityuae, Bbl TOXe IpeAcTaBiseTe onacHocTh 411 MaitHaca! OTyero e OH He MOIbl-
TaJcsl U30aBUTHCS OT Bac?

Msicucroe no Ypruia A0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH J1e(hOpMHUPOBAJIOCh HIMPOYAiIel caMOJOBOJIb-
HOM YJIBIOKOH.

— A KTO BaM cKazaJ, 4yTo OH He nbitancsa? Ewgexax! Ho ronpel paboThl Ha ceHaTopa Koe-4eMy
MeHs Hayuniid. Bo BeskoM cityyae, ocTosiTh 3a ce0si — Mory.

— Bui Bpete, YpTuit! — KpUKHYJI JOKTOP ¥ MTOOJIEAHEN KakK MoI0THO. — CkoTT MaiiHc HUKOTrAa 1
HUKOro He nbitasicst youts! Io kpaitHeil mepe, o cerogHsiHero aHs! 1 Bbl 310 npekpacHo 3Haere!

Vprun gaxe 6poBbio He noBes1. OH MPOAOIKAJ JJACKOBO HACTABJIATH JIaKKH.

— A-a, uyTh He 3a0bul... He cryckaiite mia3 ¢ Hamero scky/ana. Toxe MuIeHIIMiA YeloBeK.
Onu ¢ Maiinzicom — He pasneii Boga. Tak urto, camu noHnMaere. .. Ha Bariem mecre s He sieqmicst Obl
y HEro Jla’ke OT TOJIOBHOM 60Ji. OT €ro MUITIONN MOXKHO. .. — M1 YPTHII MHOTO3HaUMTEIBHO TOCMOTPEN
BBEpX.

Hoxkrop 'apnoma, eqpa He 1mi1ava, B HECKOJIBKO MTPUEMOB BBIIABHIII U3 CEOSI:

— Korma-uuOynp!.. kro-T0!.. yObET Bac!.. Bac yober!.. 3a Bamm!.. yObeT 3a Bamm!..

— Heyxem? — pagocTHO BOCKJIMKHY YpTuil. — U Bel iymaete 3T0 cenath OquH?

HarpaBuBimck ObUIO K BBIXO/ly, OH BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBHWIICS M yepe3 Ij1edo Opocui JIakku:

— Ha, coBcem 3a0bu1. Bac xkakner nuuespers crapast pasBaanHa [Tusupeitn. OH odeHs pac-
CTPOEH TeM, YTO He ObLIO HMKakoW oduimanbHOi BeTpeud. Iocremmre Kk HEMy M YCIIOKOWTe,
ec/u CTapuk eine He 3actpemics... U eme, Crapp. He 3a0biBaiiTe ocMaTpuBarh cBOM CKaaHIpHI.
BriBatot, 3Haere ym, gocagHele aedektsl. Hanelock, moHumaere, o yeM peub? — Ml He OKUAAACH
OTBeTa, YPTUJI yIaJIUIICS.

ITpomuto JOBOJIBHO MHOTO BpeMEHH, npeskie yeM ['aparoma 3aroBopuit.

— Huxkorga He ymycTut ciyvas noTpenars HepBbl, HUKOrJA. .. [Tomibiil aryH. ..

— ITOT napeH» HECOMHEHHO XHTep, — 3aAyMUYnBO TipousHec Jlakku. — Herioxoi cioco6 Hama-
JIeHUsI — TOBOPUTD TO, UTO OOJIBHEH BCEro 3a/ieBaeT coOecelHNKa. Pa3rHeBaHHBII TPOTUBHUK — BIBOE
ciabee... D10, MEKIY MPOYUM Kacaercsi U Teds1, burmen! Benp Th Opocaelibcst Ha BCSKOTO, KTO
OCMEJIUTCS TOBOPUTH O TBOEM POCTE.

— Ho Jlakku! — npoH3uTenpsHO Bo30mMI MapcuaHuH — OH 0003Baj1 MEHsI TOPMOHAJIBHO-IeheK-
TUBHBIM !

— A ThI HaliaM GoJiee IOCTOMHBIN Crocod JI0Ka3aTh oOpaTHOE !
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burmen 4to-To mpoBOpYA B OTBET U, HACYNUBIIUCDH, IPUHSJICS KOJOTUTh CBOUM MaJICHbKUM
KYyJIa4KOM 10 YIIPYrOMY IUIACTUKY SIPKO-KPACHBIX BHICOKHMX Carlor (Tak1e HOCAT UCKJTIOUMTEIbHO Map-
CHAHCKHWE TIapHH, Te, YTO padoTaioT Ha (epmax. Y Burmena Oblia II0)KMHA TIOJOOHBIX CArlor, OfHA
rapa OocJenUTeIbHEN IPyroi).

— XBarut aytbesa! — Jlakku oOHsT ero 3a 1uieud. — JlaBaii-ka Jiydire HaBecTuM [luBupeiina.
[TepBoe MO 31€Ch KAK-HUKAK. ..

— Ha-na! — mopaepxan ero 1okTop. — Bee, uto Haxonutcs og Kymonom, 3To ero Xo3sicTBo.
Koneuno, [TuBupeiin yxe He I0H, U Y HETO HET TeX CBsI3el, KOTOpbIe ObLTN KOTIa-T0. MeX Iy MPOYrM,
KakK TMOYTH BCE MBI, OH JIIOTO HEHABUAUT YpTuia. HeHaBUIEeTh-TO HEHABUIUT, OJJHAKO TIPEIIPUHSITD
YT0-TM00 He B cuiax. Tsaratbes ¢ ceHatopoM CBEHCOHOM 3aHSTHE, KaK M3BECTHO, HE U3 TEpCIeK-
tuBHBIX. KcTatu, kak Ha 10T cuer y Cosera Hayku?

—INonararo, uro HeOe3HaneKHO. .. [JokTop! — JIaKKM permMTeIbHO OCTaBUIT OSCIITIONHYIO TEMY. —
He 3a0ynpTe 0 TOM, 4TO 51 00s13aTeJIbHO JIOJIKEH YBUIEThCSA ¢ MaliHACOM, KaK TOJIBKO OH MTPOCHETCs !

— a, s cpazdy coodiry Bam. ByasTe 0CTOpOXKHBI C3p!

— BeiTh OcTOpOXKHBIM? — ynuBUics Jlakku. — UTo BBl 3TUM XOTUTE CKa3aTh?

I'apgoma cmyTmiics.

— Huuero. 1o y MeHs Takas NpucKasKa, 3HaeTe JI.

— Torpma nonsitHo. — U, mpocTuBIIMCh ¢ TOKTOpOoM Jlakku Bbliies. 3a HUM, HACYIUBIIKCH,
nocnemuia burmen.

Kpenxkoe u snepruuHoe pykonosxarue Jlanca [IuBupeiina, yenoBeka BecbMa MOYTEHHbIX JIET,
YIUBIJIO UX. B TEMHBIX I71a3ax, KOTOPBIE KA3aJIMCh ellle TeMHee Mo OyWHBIMU 3apOCIISIMU CEbIX Opo-
Bel, YUTATIOCh SIBHOE OECIOKOMCTBO. KOIMHa ryCThIX BOJIOC Jiesiajia ero oXoXuM Ha Jiba. [loxkanyid,
TOJIBKO MOPIIMHBI Ha OCTPBIX CKYJIaX U IlIee BblJaBaJIM €ro MPEKJOHHbII BO3pacT.

[TuBupei 3aroBOpuiI TUXO U HE CHela.

— Coxanelo, )KEHTIIbMEHbl, O BECbMa HEIIPUSTHOM MHILIMJEHTE, UMEBLIEM MECTO cerofns. 5
MOT ¥ JIOJKeH ObLT IMPEeAOTBPATHUTH €ro!

— He Hy)xHO BUHUTH cebs1, C3p, — Bo3pas3ui Jlakku.

— Ecnu OBl s BCTpeTHII Bac camM — HIYero MojioOHoro He cryunsioch 01! Ho mpoGiembl, KoTopbie
HaC TYT OIyTaJIl, COBEPILIEHHO BHITECHWIA U3 MOEM T'0JI0BBI IpaBKJla XOPOILEro ToHa!

— Bel niporienst, 1 3a0ynem 00 3ToMm, — yisioHyscs JIakku 1 mocMoTpest Ha Burmena, KoTopbiit
C OTKPBITBIM PTOM BHUMAJI BEJINYECTBEHHOMY ITOTOKY CJIOB CTapOTO JKEHTIbMEHA.

— 4 He 3acnyxuBaio npoieHus! — ¢ nagocom Mpoaokan acrpoHoM. — Ho B Baiieit monbITke
MIPOCTUTh MEHSI YCMaTPUBal0 HECOMHEHHOE U peikoe Beaukonyive! Y cunTaio BO3MOXKXHBIM NIepeiTu
K caenyioiiei Teme! Bartie xunuie!

On noaxsarui Jlakku ¢ BUrMeHoM oy pyku M yBJIeK B TIIyOb yY3KUX, HO SIPKO OCBEIIEHHBIX
kopuaopos Kymona.

— V Hac oyeHb, o4eHb TecHO! — BocTopkeHHO ceToBani [luBupeitn. — Bee mepenonneHo u
3a6uto! OcoOEHHO ¢ TeX TMop, Kak 37ech NosBUJICS MaliH/IC CO CBOMMU MHKEHEPaMH, a IIOTOM elIle, —
TYT aCTPOHOM 3amsiiics, — U Apyrue. U Bce ke, cMelo HaaesaTbes, Ballle KUuile — He u3 xyamux ! [da,
€CJI BO3HUKHET KeJlaHue MePeKyCUTh — B JIDOOH MOMEHT BaM J0CTaBAT muily. OTIOXHUTE, BHICIIH-
TECh XOPOIIEHBKO, — a 3aBTpa y Bac OyAeT MpeJoCTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS CO BCEMH,
12 ¥ MBI, XOTs Obl B OOIIMX YepTax, y3HaeM O IeJIsIX Ballero BUu3uTa. JIMYHO MeHs BIIOJIHE YJOBJIe-
TBOpSIET TO, YTO BaluM nopyuutenem siBiusercs Coser Hayku... [la! ¥V Hac TyT nMeer MecTo OBbITh
YTO-TO Bpojie OAaHKeTa B Ballly YeCTh!

— bnaronapio, BBl O4eHb JIIOOE3HBI, CIP, — HE cpa3y U paccessHHO oTBeT Jlakku. — Haneroch,
y MeHsI Takke OyJeT BO3MOKHOCTh OCMOTPETh 0OCEPBATOPHIO ?

Kazasioch, 3TOT BOIpoc oKoHYaTeIbHO ocuacTauBwi [TuBupeitia.

— O pa! B mo6oit MmomeHT! Bbl He moxkaseere 0 BpeMeHH, MoTpaueHHoOM Ha ocMoTp! U yBu-
aute ynuBHTenbHble Bemu! Harle ocHoBHOE 000py/ioBaHKe pa3MelieHo Ha TIOABKHOM Tuiatopme,
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KOTOpasi MepeIBUraeTCsl BMECTe ¢ TEPMUHATOPOM! DTO MO3BOJISAET HUKOTIA HE TEPSTh HYKHYIO BaM
yacth CosHia!

— Ilpocro npeBocxoano, mucrep IluBupeiin! — B ToH BockmkHyn Jlakku. — U eme ogux
Borpoc. Yto BbI gymaere o Maitaace? OueHb MpoIly Bac OTBETUTh Oe3 OOUHSIKOB.

[TuBupein HEOKUAAHHO IOMpPAYHET.

— BpI, Kak 51 oHMMal0, CyOBpeMeHHOW HkeHep?

— la He TO uTOOBI. .. OHAKO 5 cripocui 0 MaiiHzce.

— a, uzBuHute. Hy-y, 3T0 JOBOJIBLHO MPUATHBIN, 51 ObI CKa3ajl, MOJIOfIoN yesioBek. KommereHt-
HBII, CMEI0 YTBEPKAaTh. .. HO HEPBHBIH, CTPAITHO HepBHBIN! OOMIETH €r0 OUeHb, JaKe OUSHb JIETKO. . .
W miposiBUIIOCH 9TO HE cpasy, a CIyCTsI KaKoe-TO BpeMsi, KOTia peajbHOCTh BCTYNUJIA B IPOTUBOPEYNE
c ero wiaHamu... OH, yBbI, He ObUT TIOATOTOBJIEH K TAKOMY 00OpOTY... A BO BCEX JIPyrMX OTHOIIE-
HUSIX 9TO UCKJIIOUMTEIBHO MIJIBIA MOJIOION YesioBeK. POpMasbHO SIBJISISICH €r0 HAYaJIbBHUKOM 371€Ch,
BHYTpU Kynona, 51, TeM He MeHee, HUKOT/1a He BMEIIMBAIOCh B Jiesia MrcTepa MaiiHjica, He CBSI3aHHbBIE
c paboToii B 00cepBaTOpuH.

— A Bamie MHeHue o [IxoHarane Ypruie?

[TuBupein ocTaHOBUJICS KaK BKOIAHHBIM.

—Yro o Hem? B kakoM IJ1aHe OH Bac uHTepecyer?

— B o6mem. Kak on Bam?

— MHe He x0Tenoch Obl TOBOPUTH 00 STOM YeJIOBEKe, MOCIIeI0BA HEOKUIAaHHBIN OTBET.

Hexoropoe Bpems i monya. JInio actpoHoMa octaBajloch MpauHbIM.

— Mucrep INuBupeitn! — pemuscs HakoHel 3aroBoputh Jlakku. EcTb sn 31€ch elie KTo-To
MOCTOPOHHUH, YcJIoBHO roBopsi? Kpome Maiinjica ¢ ero JioapmMu U YpTuiia.

— I'apnoma, moktop 'apnoma, KOHEYHO.

— Pa3Be Bbl He cuuTaere ero ceoum?

— Ho Benp oH xe Bpay, a He actpoHoM! Be3 Hero, KOHEYHO, He OOOMTHCH, M OH 32 KOPOTKHIA
nepro] MpeObIBaHMS 3/1€Ch YCIIeN MoKa3arh ce0sl C CaMoi JTydllieil CTOPOHBI, HO. ..

— 3a KOpOTKMI NIEpHOL, BbI CKa3aIu?

— Jla, OH coBCceM HEJaBHO CMEHWJI CBOETO MpPEAIIeCTBEHHUKA, OTpa0OTABIIErO MOTOKEHHBIN
ron. Kcraru, nmpuneren 'apnoma Ha ogHOM Kopabiie ¢ rpymmoi MaiiHjca.

— Bpaun paboTaiot y Bac TOJIbKO OAMH ron?

— He tonbko onu. [Tpuxonutcst mocTostHHO 00yYaTh HOBBIX JIIOZIEH U, €/1Ba OHU OCBOSITCSI — ITPO-
matbesi ¢ HuMu. Yto nenars! MepKypuaHCKHe yClIoBUs AajleKO He KypOPTHbIS, U JIIOIU He JOJKHBI
HAaXOIUTHCS 3[€Ch MOAONTY.

— He Morsu Obl BBl BCIOMHHTB, C3p, CKOJIBKO HOBBIX JIIOZIEH MTpUObLIO Ha MepKypuil B TeueHre
MOCJIETHUX IIECTU MecCsIeB?

— Oxkono neagiaty. Tounblie Upbl BBl HAIETE B JKypHAJIE, HO OKOJIO JBA/LIATH.

— A camu BBI 3[1€Ch JOCTATOYHO JOJITO, C3P?

ACTPOHOM YCMEXHYJICS.

— Ha yx! Crpamno nogymats! Mot 3amectutens Kyk Toxke padoTtaeT 31ech yxke celbMOi TOfl.
Pasymeercs, Mbl yacTo Gepem OTITyCK U... Baie kunuine, JkeHTIbMeHbl! Eciii BO3HUKHYT Kakue-
TO KeJIAHWUS WJIU MPOOJIEMbl — He CTECHSINTECh, OOpaIainTech KO MHE.

Mx koMHara okazajiach JOBOJBHO MaJleHbKOW, HO B HEel ObUIM JIBe KOWKHU, KOTOPbIE MOKHO
ObLIO yOpaTh B CTEHHYIO HUIITY, IBa JUBHBIX KPecia ¢ TeM e MeXaHU3MOM HMCUE3HOBEHUS U CAMBbII
HACTOSIINIA MUCBMEHHBIN CTOJ CO CTYJIOM. 3a IMeperopoaKor 0OHapyKWJIach BaHHASI U TyaJieT.

— Hy-y! — onoOpurensro nipotsinyn burmen. — Bpoze Obl siyuiiie, yem Ha kopaone, a?

— Ia, O6par, HenypHO, — cornacuics JIakku, — KaxkeTcsl, HaM JaJI OfIHY U3 JTyYIINX KOMHAT.

— EcrectBenno! Jlymato, OH 3HaeT, KTO Thl Y HaC Takou!

— Bpsin 1, — MOTHYT rosioBoit JIakku. — Bellb OH TIPeAIonoKu, YTo 1 CyOBpEMEHHOW WHKe-
Hep... Her, crapuky u3BecTHO Ik TO, 4To MeHs rpucian Coser.
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— Ja Tyt Bce TeOs 3Ha0T! — Bo3pasui burme.

— He Bce, a Tonbko Maitanac, lapmoma u Ypru. .. [Nocnymaii, BurmeH, a mouemy Obl TeOe He
npuHATH Aym? $1 Obl TEM BpeMeHeM pacriopsiAniIcs HacueT efibl 1 Oaraxa ¢ «Meteopar.

— He Bozpaxkaro! — paiocTHO 3aKkpryai MapCUaHUH.

B BanHo#i burmen rpomko 3aren. Bona 31eck, Kak v B Apyrux 0e3BOAHBIX MeCTax, Obljia CTPOro
HOPMHMPOBaHa, ¥ TAOJIMYKA HA CTEHE C HAIOMUHAHUEM O TOM, KaKOe KOJTMYECTBO JIParoleHHOMN KU/
KOCTH TIO3BOJIMTENIHHO MCIOIb30BaTh, ObLIA PUBBIYHON. BUrMeH, Kak NCTUHHBIN MapCUaHWH, UCTTBI-
THIBAJI K BOJIE HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TIOUTHTENIbHBIE UyBCTBA. BO BCSIKOM Ciydae, MpOCTO TaK IIECKAThCS
€My U B I'0JIOBY He IpUXOAUJIO HuKora. M Bcs mpolieypa, MCKJIoYasi CTpEMUTENBHbINA (PUHAJI, COCTO-
siy1a 13 OECKOHEYHOTO HAMBUIMBAHUS, ITyCKAHUSI MTy3bIPE U JIUKYIOIIETO MeHHUS.

Bcrag nepes cymmiikoii v HanpaBKB Ha ceOst MOIITHYIO CTPYIO TETJIOro Bo3iyxa, BurmeH 3axmy-
pUJICS OT YAOBOJIbCTBUS.

— 9, Jlakku! Cron yxe HakpbIT? S rononeH!

W3 xoMHath! foHeccs royoc JIakku, OqHAKO CJIOB HeJb3sl ObLIO pa3o0paTh.

— Hy Jlakku xe! — m1ymmBo Bo3MyTWICS BUrMeH u Bblien U3 BaHHOM.

Ha ctone crosui 1Be Tapesnku ¢ coONa3sHUTENBHO ABIMSIIMMCS POCTOM(OM ¢ OBOIIAMU (XOTS
BCE 3TO ObUIa CIUIONIHAS UMUTALMS, TOCKOJIBKY BBIPAILICHO Ha CYOMOPCKMX TUIAaHTalMsX BeHepsr).

Jlakku, He oOpariasi HIKaKoro BHUMaHUsI Ha CBOETO JIpyra, MPHCEB Ha Kpaelek KOWKHU, pas3ro-
BapuBaJi ¢ [TuBupeiioM, KOTOPBI COCPEJOTOUEHHO MOpPraJl Ha SKpaHe NePEroBOPHOIO YCTPOUCTBA.

— BbIxonut, 0 TOM, B Kakylo IMEHHO KOMHATy Mbl Bb€/IEM, 3HAJIM PELUIUTENBHO Bee! — Cripocul
Jlakku.

— CooTBeTcTBYyIOIIee pacropsiKeHHe ObLIO OTAAHO MHOIO IO 00IIeMy KaHaly, U, ECTECTBEHHO,
€ro Mor cislaTh Kaxaeiii. Kpome Toro, y Hac He Tak y)X MHOTO KOMHAT, 3ape3€pBUPOBAHHbIX Ha
0coOBIH crydait. IX MecTOHaxoX/IeHHe U3BECTHO BCEM.

— IlonsaTHO. Bnarogapio Bac, cap.

— A 410, cObCTBeHHO, TTpon3omuio, Ctapp?

— la Tak, HIYero ocodeHHoro. VI3BuHHTE, YTO OTPEBOXKMUII Bac. .. — BeKJIMBO yIbIOHYBIIIKCS,
Jlakku nipepBajl CBSI3b U MOJTYA YCTABWJICS B MOTACLIMI SKPaH.

— Huuero oco6eHHOro, roBOpuIlb? — 'PO3HO BHIKPUKHYJ burMen u nopdoueHuscs. — Tak-taku
1 HU4Yero? A Hy-Ka, BbIKJIa/IbIBai !

— A-a, Koe-4To Mpou30IILIO, Thl MpaB. S TYT pa3misabpiBal Hallle CHApPSKEHUE, B TOM YKCIIE U
ckadaaapsl. .. A ckadaHIpsl 3T He pocThlie. OHM CHAOKEHBI OCOOBIM U3OJISIIUOHHBIM CIIOEM — 151
BBIXO/]a HA COJTHEYHYIO CTOPOHY, BEPOSITHO.

burmen cusan oguH U3 ckadaHApoB, KOTOpblE BUCENU B HUIIE. TOT OKa3ajcs Ha yIUBJICHHUE
JIETKUM J1J151 CBOMX BHYILUTEJbHBIX pa3MepoB. MapcranuH JocaaivBo KpsikHya. Hy BoT, cHOBa Bce
MIPU/IETCS TIONTOHSATD, U Ia)Ke He TI0 CBOEMY POCTY, TIOTOMY KaK 3Ta peryJrpoBOUYHast qpedeieHb He
paccurTaHa Ha Hero, BUIUTE JIM. BOT 4TO 3HaYUT OBITH HEIOCTATOUHO BBHICOKHM. . .

— Hy, pa3nonee, Jlakku! U koiika tebe! U Bannas! U screa, mornmaens! U ckadpanapsr!

— U cmeptb... — npopomkuin Jlakku 6e3 Tenu yneioku. — O Hell mo3adoTuimch Toxe. Bor,
B3MJISIHU-KA. . .

OH noziHs pyKaB Oosblnero ckaganapa. Y camoro rieda, yyTh HIKe IApHUPHOTO COEMHE-
HUS, BUJHA OblTa KpoXoTHas naparnuHa. Koraa mabiiel JIakku JOTPOHYIKCH IO HEe U cJlerka Haja-
BUJIM — [IapaIiiHa yriayouiach.

It10 OBLT HACTOAIIUH pa3pe3!

— C BHyYTpeHHEl CTOPOHBI — TaKasl e IpeJiecTs. .. — JIakKu oTIycTui1 pykas. — Bee paccuntano
TaKUM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI 5 yCIIesT J0OPAThCS JI0 COJTHEYHOU CTOPOHBI, & TaM. ..
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4. 3a 0aHKEeTHBIM CTOJIOM

— Vprun! — cpa3sy 3akpruyasl bBurmeH u Harrpsrcs Bcem cBOMM MaJleHbKUM TesioM. — Hy u nomtas
e TBapb!

— Vprun? — Jluno Jlakku Beipaxaiio Hepoymenue. — [louemy on?

— Xa! TbI 320bLJ1, ¢ KAKOH HACTOMYMBOCTBIO 9TOT XUTPEL] COBETOBAJI HAM ITPOBEPATH CKa(aH 1B,
a?

— Her, ne 3a6p11. OTTOrO M NPOBEPUIL.

— Tol npoBepu ero padory! Herutoxo npuiymMaHo, HEIUIOXO... Mbl, 3HAUUT, OOHAPYKUBAEM
paspe3 u —ax, Yptui! Ax, ciacurtesns! [Tocsie uero He MoxkeM cMOTpPETb Ha Hero 0e3 cie3 YMUICHUS.. . .
A moToM Mep3aBer] N30aBIsSeTCs OT HAC JIIOOBIM U3 IBYXCOT €My U3BECTHBIX CLIOCOOOB, COBEPIIEHHO
6e3 Tpyna. Oi, Jlakku, He KimoHb Ha 310! OH. ..

— Ilopoxau. He HyXHO nenaTh MOCHENIHbIX BbIBOAOB... Mrak, Yprun ckazan, yro MaiHiac
nbiTasics youts ero. Yrto k, mposepuM. U mpenmonoxum, 4to ero ckadanap ObLT MPOIbIPsIBICH
TaKKM ke 00pa3oM, Kak MOH. YPTHI1 OOHApYKMBaeT NeeKT 1 mpeaynpeskIaeT HaC O HAUTMYUH STOTO
TPIOKa B penepryape, Kak oH rnosaraer, MaiHsca.

— Yepra c gBa 310 caenan Mainac! Emy BBenn 4yTh JIM HE BEAPO CHOTBOPHOTO, a JI0 TOTO OH
HU Ha MUHYTY HE OCTaBJIsAJ1 Hac!

— Xoporo. A 0TKyza Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO MaifH/C CITUT ¥ YTO OH MOJIYYMJI CHaJ0Obe?

— Tak Benp I'apnoma. .. — Tyt burmen ocekcs.

— Bot Bunuis? Co cioB goktopa ['apgombl! A oH — 6osbinoi apyr Maiinaca!

— 3HauuT, OHU 320[HO! — HE3aMEJIUTENBHO BB MapcuaHuH. — M Heuero TyT gymars!

— Hla 4dto ke 310 Takoe! ToMBKO 5 MOMBITAIOCH PUBECTH CBOW MBIC/IN B MOPSIIOK — U THI TYT
Kak TyT CO CBOMMH O3apeHUsIMH! A TIOTOM ellle YAUBIISEIICS OTYETO ITO s He IEITIOCh ¢ TOOOH !

— W3BuHM, Jlakku. — Burmen cMyiieHHo npukycui ryoy. — [lpogomxkaii, noxanyicra.

— Tak BOT... — Jlakku cHOBa NPUHSAJICA pacCykJaTh BCIyX. — YPTWIa 3all0A03PUTh — IIPOILE
Bcero. Hukro ero He moOurt, gaxe [Tueupeii. .. BcmoMHM ero peakiuuio Ha OJHO TOJIbKO YIIOMUHAHUE
umenu Yptuina! Thl, KcTaTy, ToXE Beb HEB3IIOOWT STOrO MApHs, U IPUYEM CTOHKO?

— Enie 6b1, — OypkHys burmeH.

— W MHe OH, OTKpPOBEHHO IOBOpPs, HE NOHPABUJICA. A UTO €CJIM YEJIOBEK, MOBPEAMUBIINN CKa-
(banzp, yuen Takoe 3amMevaTeIbHOe CBOMCTBO YPTUIIa — BBI3bIBATh HENPUA3Hb K cede? 1 nonumaer,
Ha Koro OyayT BellaTh Bcex cobak?

— Hy! — burmen siBHO HejOyMeBaJl.

— C npyro# ctopoHsl, MailHJc, KOTOPbIN YiKe MBbITAJICS YECTHO IUIEITHYTh MEHsI U3 CBOEro OJ1a-
cTepa, Bpsi JIM CIIOCOOEH Ha Takylo (pUiInMrpaHHyIo paboTy — He B XapakTtepe. .. UTo kacaeTcsi JOKTopa
['apaoMsl, TO OH COBCEM He IMOXO0XK Ha YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIN COINIaceH y4acTBOBATh B yOUICTBE — JIMIIIb
Obl HE oropyarsb JIpyra.

— Tax uro e pemm? — burmen, ka3ajnock, BOT-BOT 3aTOPUTCS OT HETEPIIEHUS.

— Yro? A BoT urt0... [Topa cnars! — 1 JIakku HaripaBWiICsl B BAHHYIO.

burmen, pazodyapoBaHHO 1A €My BCJIE[, ITOKAJ IUIEYaMHU.

Ha cnenyromee ytpo, korma onu 3anum K CkoTty MaiHacy, ToT, OneIHbid U U3MYyUYeHHbIH,
CHUET Ha KOUIKE.

— IIpuBer, — nevanbHO BBIIOXHY OH. — I yke 3Haio o ciyuuBiieMmcs, ['apnoma pacckasai. ..
Sl riy6oKo coxalielo, MoBepsbTe. ..

— Kak BoI cebst ayBcTBYyete? — [1o ToHY Borpoca ObLIO SICHO, UTO JIaKKM HE pacTasii.

— Kax smo6o#i apyroit BeIKaThlil JTUMOH, — MalHIC cTpaiaibuecku yeMexHyics. — Ho Tyt, —
yKasareJIbHbII Najiel] mocTyyval o oy, — Bce B nopsiake. U g cMory npucyTcTBOBaTh Ha CErOAHSII-
HeM obejie, KOTOpbIid craprHa [IuBUpeiin gaeT B Ballly 4ecTb.

19



A. AsumoB. «Jlakku Ctapp u 6oinbinoe comnHile MepKypusi»

— Byzer nm 310 61aropazymMHO?

— Bo Bcsikom ciydae, YpTuil moocTepeskeTcsl CJAMIIKOM BJOXHOBEHHO Pa3IilarojibCTBOBATh O
cymacuienmem Maiinace! — 'HeB MrHOBEHHO OKpacuil Jiulo nHxeHepa. — a u IluBupeiin norpu-
JEePKUT CBOU SI3BIK.

— Pase mucrep I1uBupeiisn comHeBaeTcs B Balleld BMEHSEMOCTH ?

— Bugure s, Ctapp. .. C TOro MoMeHTa, KOrjja HaYaJIuch ST CTPaHHbIE aBapHH, s — Ha HEOOIIb-
IIIOM CKyTepe — OOJIeTal0 COTHEYHYI0 CTOpoHY. Beab 310 Mot [IpoekT, u MHe Hebe3pa3indHa ero
cynpoa! Tak Bot. [lapy pa3 MHe mpUXOAMIOCh BUAETH. .. — MalHIC OCTAaHOBWIICS, HE PEIasiCh IMPo-
JOJIKUTh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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