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An3exk ABUMOB
JIlakku Ctapp u 00JibIoe
coJiHiie MepKypusi

1. Iyxu Counna

Jlakku Crapp co cBoum MajieHbKUM ApyroMm [Jxxonom burme-
HOM [I)KOHCOM, a Takke MOJIOHON MHXKEHEpP, IIEeIIINNA BIEPEaH,
NOJHUMAJIMCh K BO3/1YIIIHOMY IILJTIO3Y, CJTY’)KABILIEMY BBIXOIOM Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTh MepKypusl.

Ha-a... Cky4arp He MpuxXoauTcs, nogymai JIakku.

On npuiieren Ha MepKypuii BCEro JIMILb 4ac Ha3al U HUATJE,
KpOMe aHrapa, rnoObIBath He ycren. bymakHblie (hopManibHOCTH
1 OCMOTp ero «Meteopa», Mpor3BeIeHHbII MECTHBIMU TEXHUKA-
MH, — BOT, COOCTBEHHO, 1 BCe MOKa Blieyamienus. [a, eme 1ot
Maunac, Ckort MalHIC, UHKEHEp, OTBETCTBEHHBIM 32 CBETO-
BoM [IpoekT. OH aBHO momxkuaan JIakku u cpazy MpeyioKuI
IIPOT'YJIATBLCA IO NMOBEPXHOCTU MEpPKypHUs — «B LIEJIAX O3HAKOM-
JIeHUsI C TOCTOMPUMEUATEIbHOCTSIMI», KaK ObUIO JOOABJIEHO.

Jlakky, KOHEYHO 3Ke, YMWJIWICS TaKOMy OOBbsicHeHuio. OH
BHUMATEJIbHO paccMaTpUBall IO MHKEHEPa, MaJeHbKUA, Oya-
TO Cpe3aHHBIM, TOIOOPOAOK, HEPBHO AEPraloIIMiics poT U IJ1a3a,
TPEBOKHO Oeraioliue, 1ia3a, KOTopble HEeM3MEHHO YCKOJIb3aJTH OT



NpsIMOro B3MIsiAa. Bo BceM 3TOM MpUCyTCTBOBaJIa HECOMHEHHAS
TpeBora, 00ECIIOKOEHHOCTh, BO BCSIKOM CITydae.

Hy 4to X, 4OCTONPUMEYATENIBHOCTH TaK JOCTONPUMEYaTe b
HOCTH. .. MoxeT ObITh, TTPOTryJKa C STUM MaiHICOM MPOSICHUT
XOTh YTO-TO B 3/CHIHUX IpodsiemMax, Tak 03a0oTuBIMX COBET
Hayku...

Yto no burmena JI;xoHca, To OH roTOB OBLI CJIeAOBaTh 3a Jlak-
KM Ky/a, Korga u jyist yero yrogHo. IlpaBjaa, eBa oHM Havaau
oOnavarbcsi B ckapaHpbl, OPOBU €ro YAWBJICHHO B3METHYIIUC:
ckacdpargp Maitaaca ObuT yKpareH KoOypou, U3 KOTOpOW TOp-
YaJi MpUKJIaj KpymHoKanuoepHoro Onacrepa. Jlakku, repexsa-
TUB BOIIPOCUTENIbHBIN B3IJI5]], KUBKOM YCIIOKOWJI JIpyTa.

Koraa unkenep, a Bcien 3a HUM JIaKKM ¥ 3aMBIKAIOIIWI TT1e-
cTBUe burMeH o4yTUIMCh Ha MOBEPXHOCTU, TO B ITOU BHE3AIll-
HOW, MOYTU KPOMEIITHOW ThMe OHU, Ha KAKOe-TO BpeMsl MOTEPSIB
JpYT Ipyra u3 BUay, BUAEIU TOJBKO SIPKUE 3BE3/Ibl, PABHOLYIITHO
JISASAIME CKBO3b JIEISTHOM BaKyyM.

[epBbiM Oxun burmen. 3aemHss rpaBUTalvs IOYTU HE OT-
JMYasiach OT POAHOM MapcuaHCcKou. I yepHOTa HOUer ¢ TaKUMU
K€ HEMUTAIOIIIMMU 3BE3[JaMH BaJieKe — OblIa JIJ1s1 Hero MPUBHIY-
HOM.

— O! Jla 51, Kaxercsi, Koe-4To0 HAYMHAIO pa3aryarh! — 60apeIM
JIMCKAHTOM U3BECTUJI OH CBOMX CITYTHUKOB.

Jlakku, KOTOpBIM TOXKE yCHesl OCBOMThCS B TEMHOTE, JyMaJl
TEM BpPEMEHeM O CTpAaHHOM CBeTe — He CBeTe Jake, a Jier-
KOU JIbIMKe, MepIAIoIIei HaJl KaK TOMajio pacKuIaHHBIMU OJ1e/1-



HO-MOJIOUHBIMH cKaJlamu. Hedto mogoOHoe eMy mpuXxoausioch
BUjIeTh Ha JIyHe, ¢ ee IByXHe/IeIbHOU HOUbI0. TOT ke 6e3bIcX0-
HO-YHBUIBIA TIeW3aXk, Te ke TOJIble U HEBOOOPAa3MMO XOJIOJHbIC
CKaJIbl, HE 3HAIOLIME HU BETpa, HA MHEs, Ta ke MOJIOYHOCTh. Ho
JlyHa-To ocBelaetrcs 3emiieil, ybe cusinue B 16 pa3 sipue nosn-
HOJTYHHOT'O CBETa, — TOr0 CaMOT0, Ha KOTOPBIX TaK CJIABHO BOETCS
coOakaM. 371ech ke MOMPOCTY HET HU OJTHOM OJTU3KOM IJIAHETHI. . .

— DTOT CBET — 3Be3AHbIN? — JIaKKM HAUMCTO OTMETAJ TaKylo
BO3MOKHOCTb, HO BCE %€ CIPOCHJL.

— Her, cap. O6branoe cBeuenne koponsl ConHiia. — B romoce
YyBCTBOBAJIACh YCTAJIOCTh YEJIOBEKA, BHIHYKJAEHHOTO 0e3 KOHIIA
Pa3bSCHATh OUEBUIHOE.

— Ax pa! — Jlakku ycMexHyIicsl ¥ XJIonHyI ceOst 1o noy. — Hy
pasymeercs, kKopoHa! Kak xe s cpa3y He goragancs!

— He porapancs? — nepecnipocui burmeH, He OUeHb-TO MOHU-
MaIoIlMi, O YeM UJeT pedb. — [Ipogomkaiire xe, Mannjac!

— A BbI Ol JTyuriie o0epHy/rch. M mocMoTpenu Ha To, 4To Yy
BAC 3a CIMHOM.

OrnsuyBIIUCh, JIaKKK TUXO TPUCBUCTHYJ, & bUrMeH u BoBce
BCKpUKHYJI. Tosbko ObiBasIblii MaliHIIC CTOST THXO.

W3nomaHHas IMHUS TOPU30HTA Ka3alach poLapanaHHo 1o
Kpaio skeM4yxxHoro HeOa. Kaxmas merans penbeda OTUETIUBO
BUHA. A Ha BBICOTE MPUMEPHO OJHON TPETU PACCTOSHUSI JI0 3€-
HUTA HEOO MATKO CBETUJIOCh OFPOMHBIMU U30THYTHIMU JICHTAMHU.

— Bor Ttak, mucrep [I)KOHC, BBIJISSAMT KOPOHA, — CKazasl
Mawusc.



Haxe rmyOouvaiiiliee M3yMJIeHHEe, KOTOpoe OBazaeno burme-
HOM, HE CMOIJIO IIOJIaBUTh CJIOKHOTO KOMILIEKCA YyBCTB, CBSI3aH-
HBIX C TIPEACTaBJIEHUSMU O MPUITUYUSIX.

— 3oBUTE MeH#, oxanyiicra, burmeHom! — cepauTto OGpocui
OH M JIMIIIb 3aTeM BOCKJMKHYJI: — CosHeyHass KopoHa, na? Oro!
Hwuuero ce6e! He mpenmnonaran s1, 9to 9Ta MTyKa OKaKeTCs Ta-
KOM 3710pOBEHHOM !

— MWIIMOH MIWTh B IMaMeTpe, Jake 4yThb Oosbiie. U yurute,
YTO MbI B JAHHBII MOMEHT HaXOAMMCs1 Ha MepKypuu, Onvkaii-
miert k ConHity riaHere, Bcero B 30 MUJUIMOHAX MUJIb OT CBETH-
na. Bbl, Kaxetcs, ¢ Mapca, eciu He ommoaioch?

— Ja, s poauiics u BeIpOC TaM, — IOC/IEA0BA MOJIHBIN U TOp-
TIBIA OTBET.

— Tak BoOT, eciu ObI BBl ceiiyac mocmotpenu Ha CoJtHIle, OHO
oKazasioch Obl B 36 pa3 Gosblle U sipue, 4YeM TO, KOTOPOE OCBe-
11aJ10 Balle AeTcTBO. HacTonmbKo ke, eCTECTBEHHO, sipue U KpyTI-
Hee BBIIISIIUT OTCIO/Ia KOPOHA.

Jlakku KMBHYJ ¥ TOAYMaJT O TOM, YTO IPUMEHUTEIBHO K 3eM-
ne 36 meHseTca Ha 9, a KOPOHY OTTYJa YBUIMIIb TOJBKO IPU
MIOJTHOM 3aTMEHUH. . .

Hy uto ), MaiiHac, kaxercss, He oOManyn ux. OOemanHbie
JOCTONPUMEYATEIbHOCTH CYIIECTBOBAJIM HA CaMOM JeJie, U elle
Kakue. .. JJakk1 MbICJIEHHO 3aroTHUI KOPOHY CIPSITABLIMMCS 32
ropu3oHToM COJIHIIEM, U OT 3TOrO BOOOPAKAEMOro 3pesIvila Ie-
PEXBATUIIO JIbIXaHUE.

Maiinjic Mexly TeM IpOJOJIAKal TOBOPUTH:



— Onu HazbiBalOT 3TOT cBeT besnbiMm [Jyxom CosHia!

— bespit [1yx? — ynusuics Jlakku. — 3Byunt Heruioxo! [laxke,
s1 OBl CKa3aJl, KpacuBo!

— KpacuBo?! — B3Bwiics Bapyr Maiinac. — He ckazan 6s1! Ha
9TOM TUIAaHeTe TOJIBKO U 3HAIOT, YTO OoNTaTh O Myxax! BeceneHb-
KOE MECTEUKO, Heuero ckaszarb! Bee Hanepekocsk! W maxTel py-
miarcsi, u... — Tyr ero rojioc, He BbIEPKaB BO3MYIICHHUS, TIpe-
pBaICS.

C 4ero 31o Mbl Tak pACKUIATAINCH ? — oayMad JIakku, nocne
Yero BCIyX CIIPOCHJL:

— Maiinac, Mbl Moryu Obl y3peTh ceil peHoMeH? S umero B
Buny benoro [dyxa.

— Ila, KOHEYHO, TYT Henonaieky... OcoOeHHO, eClTU MPUHSTD
BO BHMMAaHUE MEPKYPHUAHCKYyIO rpaBuTanmioo. Kcratu, coBeTyio
BaM IJISIJIETh MOl HOTW. TPOIMHOK TYT HET, a CBET KOPOHbI BECh-
Ma KoBapeH. Tak 4yTO AaBaiTe-Ka Jiydlle BKJIIOYMM (pOHApH. —
Maiinyic Hakasl KHOTIKY, U JIy4, OpbI3HYBIIIMIA U3 TIJIEMa, OCBe-
THJT KEJITO-YEPHYIO MEILIAaHUHY T'PYHTA.

3axruch eile ABa (poHaps, U HEYKJIOKUE (PUTYpbl TBUHY-
nvch Brepell. ToscThie MogOIBE OOTMHOK HEe TTPOU3BOAUIN HU
MaJielIero myma, ¥ TOJIbKO BUOpaIusl Bo3ayxa B cKadaHapax
OTMeuvaJa IIary.

Maiinaca rmpozgosikana JynuTh BCE Ta ke 3J10CTb.

— HenaBwxy! — xpurnen oH ckBo3b 3yObl. — HenaBuxy Mep-
Kypuit! S Topuy 37€ch 1IECTb MECSIIEB — LIEJIbIX JBA MEPKYpHUaH-
CKHX roga! — u MHe Bce ocrouepreno! Kro mor nomymars, 4to



3a [IeCTh MecsIIIeB He OyeT criefaHo Hu-ue-ro! POBHbIM cueToMm.
Hy npocTto Bce He Tak Ha 31ou 1uiaHere! OHa camast MaJIeHbKasl.
Ona 6mxe Bcex Kk ConHiry. OHa oOpaiiieHa K HeMy TOJBKO OfI-
HOU CTOpOHOW. Tam, — OH yKa3aj pyKOW Ha CHsIHUE, — BCeraa
JKapKO, TaM TaKOe MEKJIO, YTO TUIABUTCS CBUHEI U KUIIUT cepa! A
B TOM CTOPOHE, — CHOBA B3MaX PyKOH, YK€ B TPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM
HalpaBJIEHUH, — €IMHCTBEHHas BO Bcer CucreMe II1aHeTHas 1o-
BEPXHOCTb, KOTOPY10 COJIHIE HE OCBEIAET HUKOIA U HE IPEET,
pasymeercs. 3aMeYaTesIbHO, YTO TaM TOBOPHUTH !

OH yMOJK, 4TOOBI HABEPHSIKA MEPETPHIrHYTh MEeCTH(PYTOBOM
LIMPUHBI TPEILUHY, CJIE/ APEBHETO KaTAKJIN3Ma, KOTOPbIM HUKAK
HE MOT 3aTsHYTbCs1 6€3 BeTpa M cMeHbl norojisl. [Ipbikok noy-
YUJICS HEJIOBKMM — TUITUYHBIA MPBIKOK OECTIOMOIITHOTO 3eMJIs-
HUHA, HA MMHYTY OTOPBAHHOI'O OT UCKYCCTBEHHOW I'DABUTALINH,
VUMUTHUPYIOILEN 3€EMHYIO.

burmeH He nNpeMUHYI MPE3PUTENBHO LOKHYTH S3BIKOM,
npexje 4eM, Kak 1 JIakku, BMECTO CyeTJIMBOIO IPbIKKA, IPOCTO
IIMPOKO LIArHYTh.

OHM NpOABUHYJIMCH €11I€ Ha YETBEPTh MWIH, IOKa MalH/[c,
BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUBIIIKChH, HE COOOLIHIL:

— 9TO MOXHO YBUJIETh OTCIOJIa U UMEHHO Ceiyac.

OH pe3ko BRIOpOCHIT 00€ PyKU BIIepe]], YTO IIOMOTJIO eMY W3-
Oexarh najieHus Ha cruHy. Jlakku ¢ BUrMeHom rnocie HeCKOJIb-
KHMX KOPOTKHMX IIOJICKOKOB, racAlIMX WHEPLUIO, OCTAHOBWJINCH
KaK BKOIIAHHBIE.

MaiiHac BeIKJIIOUMII (POHApPh M MAJbLEM YKa3al BIEpel, Ha



HeOOoJTbIIoE OeT0e MATHBIIIKO, KOTOPOE ObLJIO HAMHOT'O sSIpYe BCe-
I'O COJIHEYHOTO CBETA, IOCBUIAEMOrO Ha 3EMITIO.

— Ms1 Ha BepiHe YepHo-besnon ropel, — MpogOIKWII UHKE-
Hep. — Hamnyuiee mecto 151 HaOo1eHUI.

— YepHo-benas — 310 Ha3BaHue? — yrouHwi burmen.

— Ha. IIpuuem Becbma TouHOe. Kak BuanTe, TepMUHATOP Jie-
JIMT €e Ha IBE MOYTH PaBHbIE YaCTU. YTIOTpeOIeHHbII MHOIO Tep-
MUH [TPUMEHSIETCS /1 0003HAUYEHUS TPAHUIIBI MEXK/Y CBETOM U
TEHBIO.

— 3Haem! — burmMeH BCIbUIAIL, MMHYs, KaK BCETa, IPOMEKY-
TOYHBIE CTaJUU. — [ paMOTHBIE!

—Tak Bor... X gBa, 3TUX narHa. Ellle omHO, TOYHO TaKoe ke,
MOHO BUJIETh HaJl I0)KHBIM IIOJIIOCOM. Y 9KBaTOpa IpaHuUIia CBe-
Ta U TEHU TO MOJHUMAETCS, TO oryckaercs Ha 700 MWIb, MeHsIA
HalpaBJICHUE JBWKEHNSA Kaxable 44 nHA. 30e1H s MoITyMUs B
CPaBHEHUHU C 3TUM — CyIIMii mycTsK. BoT nouemy oOcepBaropust
pa3MellieHa y CeBEPHOro MOJ0Ca, a HE IIe-TO B APYTrOM MECTE. ..
OpHako BepHeMcs K Hawler rope. HerpyaHo 3ameTuTs, 4To ceu-
yac OCBEILEHA TOJIbKO BepxHss ee yacTb. [Tozxe, korga ConHue
OITyCTUTCS €1lle HUXKE, TEHb 3aTONUT BCIO TOpY.

— Ocraercs yke TOJIBbKO BepllrHa, — OTMETWI JIakKu.

— Jla, nmapa (pyToB, KOTOpBIE BOT-BOT IOTPY3ATCS B TEMHOTY.
A yepe3 IBO€ 3€MHBIX CYTOK CBET BO3BPAaTUTCS BHOBb.

[Toka MaiiHac KuBOMUCANT KAPTUHBI PUPObI, Oeloe MATHO
CKaJIOCh JI0 TOUKH, TbIJIABINEN SIPKOM 3Be3/101. Bce Tpoe 3amep-
JI1 B O)KAJAHNU.



— A Terepb HEHAJIOJATO OTBEPHUTECh, — Bejienl MaiHac. —
[TycTb r71a3a NPUBBIKHYT K TEMHOTE.

[Tporuio HECKOIBKO TOMUTENBHBIX MUHYT, U Jlakku ¢ burme-
HOM ycnblinanu: «Jlocratouno. Teneps nocmorpures.

BbInonHMB ¥ 3Ty KOMaH[y, OHU ITOHAYaJly HUYEro Mepes co-
6011 He oOHapyxua. Ho uepe3 MrHoBeHbe BO3ZHHUKJIO HEYTO
KpoBaBo-KpacHoe. OHO BcKope 0hOpMUJIOCH B IOBOJIBHO YPOJI-
JIMBYIO, CKOMKaHHYI0 TOpY, YBEHUYAaHHYIO KPHUBYJbKOW-ITMKOM.
KpacHora crana rycrersh, rycTeTh — U HaKOHel Oblia oOekIeHa
COBEPIIIEHHBIM MPAaKOM.

— Yr0 310?! — TMIXO NpowtenTan burmen.

— CosnHlie Bcero Jiiib, — yernokowi ero Mainc. — OHo omy-
CTUJIOCH JOCTATOYHO ITyOOKO, U TeTiephb HaJl TOPU30HTOM — JIUIIIb
KOPOHA C MOIIHBIMH, B THICSITY MWJIb M BHIITIE, CTOJIOAMHU TIPOTY-
OepaHniieB. Mx sipko-KpacHbII CBET OOBIYHO 3arTyIIIaeTCsl CBETOM
CaMoro CBeTUIA.

Jlakku kuBHy:1. C 3emiu ¢ ee atMmocgepoit, oLyMal OH, Ipo-
TyOEpaHIbl YBUIUIIL TOJBLKO TIPU TOJTHOM COJTHEYHOM 3aTMe-
HUH, J1a ellle BAOOABOK IPH OMOIIH Pa3HOTO POJIa XUTPOYMHBIX
pruOOPOB.

— Onu HazbiBaoT 310 KpacHsim [lyxom Conxiia. .. — k MaitHa-
CYy BEpHYJIach €ro MoJaBJIeHHOCTb.

— Ox yx 311 ayxu! — BHe3anHo oxusuics Jlakku. — Yro be-
a1, uto KpachHsiil! BeposAiTHO, OHU-TO 1 BBIHYIMJIM BaC TacKaThb
¢ coboro Onmacrep? A, muctep MaiinHic?

— Yr0?! — Kpuk mHkeHepa ObT SBHO HE M3 JACKAIOIINX



ciyx. — O 4em 3710 BbI, ¢3p? — 100aBWI OH KpaliHe pa3lIpaku-
TEJIBHO.

— Jla o ToMm, 3HaeTe Jii, 4YTO camoe BpeMs1 BbUIOKUTb, JIJIs Ue-
ro BaM MOHAJ00UJIOCh BECTH HAc ciofia. Benb He pajy MECTHBIX
KpacoT? A 320[1HO OOBSICHUTE HaM, C KAKOU CTAaTU BB TAK HEIITY-
TOYHO BOOPY:KUJIUCh. ..

MaiiHac OTBETHII He cpa3y — HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi COOMpacs ¢
MBICIISIMHU.

— But Beap [IoBug Crapp, He Tak ju? — nIpo3ByYasl HAKOHEL]
BOITPOC.

— Hla, — caepxaHHO oTo3BaiICA JIakKu.

— Be1 BxonuTe B coctaB CoBera Hayku, 1 T0 MMEHHO Bac, Kak
JeJioBeKa HeOOBIKHOBEHHO Be3y4ero, mpo3paiu Jlakku?

— Vry. — Kak u Bce uienst CoBera, Jlakku n30eran HeHyXKHBIX
YIOMUHAHUK O CBOEM TUTYJIE, U TIO3TOMY CJIoBa MaiHjca npu-
IIUIMCh EMY HE 1O AyILIE.

— IToHATHO, MOHATHO... — B ronoce MHXeHepa MOSABUIIUCH
HOTKH Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHOCTU. — 3HAYWT, sl HE OMMUOCA U pas3ro-
BApUBAIO CO CJIEJJOBATEIEM — aCOM, KOTOPbI HAMEPEH 3aHSThCS
CgetoBbiM [IpoekTom, BepHee, TEM, UTO C HUM IPOUCXOUT.

OcBegOMIIEHHOCTh MHKEHEPA OTHIONb He npusena Jlakku B
Boctopr. Ero naxke 3aeno 1o, ¢ Kakoi JIETKOCTBIO ero pa3o0ia-
YaeT MepBblil BCTpeuHblid. He Memano Obl, mogyman oH, cierka
ocaauTtb 3Toro MaitHsca. ..

— Yem g TyT 3aliMyCh, HE AOJKHO Bac MHTEPECOBATb, CIP.
Jlyuiie oTBeTHTE HA MOM BOIIPOC O LIEJAX HAIIEH MPOTYJIKH.



— 51 mpuBen Bac ciofa, YToOBI CKa3aTh MPaB.y, MPEKae YeM
Jpyrre HaBpyT BaM C Tpu KopoOa! — Ha OJIHOM JIBIXaHWHU BHITIA-
vt Mangzc.

— Haspyt? O uem?

— O Heynavax, KOTOpble HEOTCTYITHO TpecienyioT CBeToBoi
[Ipoexr!

— Ho Beap MokHO OBLIO paccka3zaTh MHE 000 BCEM TaMm, BHYT-
pu Kynona! 3auem nonagoounocs uaTH cioga?

— Tomy ecTb Beckue npuuuHbl. — [Ipixanue MaiiHjca craHo-
BWJIOCH BCe Oojiee HEpOBHBIM. — Bo-TIepBBIX, OHU BO BCEM BH-
HAT MeHs, cuutast, 9to [IpoekT MHe, BUguTe M, HE Mo 3ydam
Y JIEHbI'M HAJIOTOILIATEJIbIIMKOB 51 HAIIPABJISAIO MPSMO KOTY MOJ
XBOCT. Pa3zBe MOXHO OBUIO IMO3BOJIMTH 3TUM Mep3aBIiaM COUTH
Bac € ToJKy? BoT u npunuioce. ..

— Ho noyemy oHu peniv, 4To BUHOBAThl Bbl, MaiiHac?

— IloTtomy, BUAMTE J1U, YTO S CIIMIIKOM MOJIOJ.

— Ckosbko Bam Jjiet?

— HdBaguarsk aBa roja.

Jlakku, KOTOpBIN OBLT JIUIIb HEMHOTMM CTapiile, yAUBIECHHO
XMBIKHYJI.

— Hy, a xakoBa apyras npuuuHa?

— MHue xotenoch, 4TOOBI Bbl MOYYBCTBOBIM MepKypruii U
MPOHUKJIUCH TeM, KaK... — TyT MailH/IC BHE3aITHO CMOJIK.

Jlakku, BBICOKMI M CTPOUMHBIN, CTOSITT HA HEPUBETIIMBOM T10-
BEPXHOCTU MepKypHs U, OTpaskast METaJLJIOM CKadaH/ipa MOJIOY-
HBIM CBET KOPOHBI, — KAAL.



— Hy, xoporo, — 3aroopui 0H HakoHel. — Jlonyctum, s Be-
pI0, UTO BBl HE BUHOBATHI B Heynavax ¢ [Ipoektom. A KTO — BU-
HOBAT?

B otBeT — uib HesicHoe O0PMOTaHbe, CKBO3b KOTOPOE MOXK-
HO OBUTO Pa3jIMYUTh — «HE 3HAI0» U «BO BCSIKOM CITyJae».

— He moru Obl BB U3BSICHATBCS OOJIee TPAJAUITMOHHO? — BEX-
JIMBO nouHTepecoBascs Jlakku.

— IloBepbre MHe! — B ronoce MaiiHjca CibIajgoch HENo-
JeJIbHOE OTUastHbe. — $1 Bce TIareIbHeHIMM 00pa3oM pacciie-
JnoBait! A mymait Hag sTuMm naxe Bo cHe! Criequi 3a Bcemu! AHa-
JIM3UPOBAI U CcOMNOCTaBysul! PUKCHpoBasl BpeMs, KOrja Mpouc-
XOMWJIA aBapyH, pBajics KaOeslb WM YHUUTOXAIUCh 3anucu! U
Ternepb sl He COMHEBAIOCh, UTO HUKTO nof Kynonom He 3amertian
B 3ToM! Hac Tam 52 yenoseka. Ilo kpaitHen mepe, B IECTH ITO-
CIICTHUX CJTy4asiX, KOTJIa YTO-TO BBIXOAMJIO U3 CTPOS, sI MOT Obl
MOPYYMTHCSA 3a Kaxaoro. Hukoro He ObUI0 BOIM3M TEX HECUACT-
HBIX MECT!

— Ho Benp y aBapuit nomkHa ObITh MpUYMHA! — Pa3MBIITUISIT
Jlakku Beityx. — Moxer ObITh, BHYTpUIUIaHETHbIe TOTuKu? Vm
Bosaericreue ConHia?

— Jlyxu! — HCCTYIIEHHO BBIKPUKHYJI MHAKEHEP U PE3KO BCKU-
HyJ pyku. — Kpome [IByX, y:ke 3HAaKOMBIX BaM BHUJIOB, CYILIECTBY-
10T U JABYyHOrue nyxu! S Bujesn ux, Ho pa3Be KTO-TO IOBEPUT MHE?
JloykeH BaM cKazarth, YTO. .. CKaXy BaM OTKPOBEHHO. .. — 1 peub
€ro cTaJjla COBEPIICHHO OECCBS3HOM.

— «[lyxn»! — BUrMeH codyBCTBEHHO MOKavyaJl rosoBou. — He



NoKa3aTbCsl JIM BaM MCUxuarpy?

— W ™1 MHe He BepaT! — MauHac pacxoxoTajcsl Tparuye-
CKH-onepHbIM MaHepoM. — Huuero. 3acraBum noBeputb. C 1y-
XaMH, a 3a0[THO U CO BCEMU UIMOTaMU OyJieT MOKOHYeHo. S yHu-
yTtOKy Beex! IToronosHo!

BHOBB mocnieoBa 3noBernumii cMex, 1 MaifH/IC ¢ HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHBIM ITPOBOPCTBOM BBIXBATWJI U3 KOOYyphl Onacrep (Burmen
JJa)ke MOPTHYTh HE YCIIEJ, HE TO YTO MOMEIIATh UHKEHEPY) U,
MPULIEJIMBIIUCH NpAMO B JIakku, Haxai Ha ciyck. [Iy4ok sHep-
ruv OECIIyMHO Y HEBUIMMO BHIPBAJICSI U3 CTBOJIA.



2. Cymacmemumi Ui HeT?

Ha 3emiie Bce koHUMIOCH Ob MiaueBHO. Ho Mepkypuii He
3emuis.

Ot Jlakku, KOHEYHO XK€, HE YCKOJIb3HYJO IOCTEIIEHHOE U
HeyJep:KuMoe HapacTtanue sipocti Maiinsca. JomkHO ObLIo 1mo-
ClleloBaTh pa3pellieHne, NHaYe WHKEeHepa pa3opBajio Obl cOO-
CTBEHHBIMH MOLMsIMU. W Bce ke MpUMeHeHHe OpyKHs ObLIO
COBEpILIEHHO HEOXKUIAHHBIM.

JlBrkeHue pyku MaiiHaca Kk koOype U BCe ero mocleayio-
ye JeUcTBUs ObLTM MOJTHUMEHOCHbIMU. OpHako JIakku ycren
OTHPBITHYTh B CTOPOHY.

Jleo B TOM, 4TO MEpKypHaHCKas I'paBUTALAS COCTaBJIsIa
BCero 2/5 rpaBuraiyu 3eMJM, U TPEHUPOBAHHbIE MBIIIIIBI OT-
OpOCHIJIM HETIPUBBIUHO JIETKOE TeJIo BechbMa jajieko. A MaitHnc,
CJIEIUBIIMI 3a M0JeTOM JIaKKM, MOBEPHYJICSA CIMIIKOM PE3KO
Y TOTeps paBHOBecHe. TeM He MeHee, B HECKOJIbKMX JI0MMax
oT Jlakky, eBa OIyCTUBILIETOCs HAa MIOBEPXHOCTb, B CKaJE yXke
KpacoBajlach akKKypaTHas siMKa riyouHou B ¢yT. [lpexae yem
Maiinsic coOpasicsi Mpou3BecTH MOBTOPHBINA BhICTpe, burmen ¢
HEOTPa3UMBIM M3SIIIIECTBOM YEJIOBEKa, ellle He 3a0bIBIIIero Map-
CHAHCKOM I'paBUTAIMU, BIOW OPYKHUE U3 €T0 PYK.

WnxeHep ynall, UCTOIIHO MIPU 3TOM KpUva, 3aTEM BHE3AITHO
3aTuX, TO JIM MOTEPsIB CO3HAHMUE OT CUJILHOTO yjapa IpH naje-
HUM, TO JIM COBEPILIEHHO U3PACXOI0BAB 3aI1aC SMOLIMH.



burmen uckinioyan 06a BapraHTa.

— Ham Myl apyr NpUKUHYJICA YCOIIIMM! — TaK OLEHUJI OH
CHTYaIlMIO U, CXBAaTUB OJIacTep, HANPABWJI JIyJI0 B HEHaBUCTHOE
JIULIO.

— He nypu! — cepnuro kpuknyi Jlakku.

burmen onemmus, a mOTOM BO3MYTHJICS.

— Tebs x xorenu youTs!

Ecnu 6b1 MOKyIIanich Ha HEro caMoro, MajJieHbKUl Mapcua-
HUH, Ka3aJI0Ch, ObUT OBl HEe TaK 3071... KpaiiHe HEOXOTHO, YTO-TO
Oyp4a 1oj1 HOC, OH TIOTYMHUJICSL.

Jlakku, cTOsSI Ha KOJIEHSIX, IPU CBETE CBOEro (poHapsi BHUMa-
TEJIbHO Pa3[JIsIbIBaJl 3aCThIBIIME, UCKAKEHHBIE YEPThI JIMIA UH-
sxeHepa. [lokazanuss MaHoMeTpa rOBOPUJIM O TOM, YTO, K CYa-
CThI0, cCKahaH/Ip He pa3repMETH3MPOBAH yIapoOM 00 OCTphIe KaM-
Hu. [TonxBaTuB MaiiHca OJHOM PYKOM 3a 3arisiCThsl, a IPYrou 3a
JonbIKKY, JIaKKK BCKUHYI HOIlly cebe Ha IJIeYd U TIPYKUHUCTO
TOAHSIICS.

— brictpo k Kynony! — pemmrensHO cka3a oH U 4yThb MOTH-
11e J00aBUI: — A 3a0/IHO — K TTpoOsieMaM, KOTOpbIe, YBbI, HE TaK
IIPOCTHI, KaK BUAUTCS Halemy Iedy.

Bce emie HacyruieHHbI burmen monmya nocnenui 3a Jlakku.
Menkas ero Tpyciia oonaropakuBasiach rpaButanyen. Maiinaca
burmeH Bce-Taku Jepxkayl Ha MYIIIKe, Ha BCSIKUU CTy4an.

VYnomsnythiM mecpom Obu1 ['ektop Konseid, rimaBa Coseta Ha-
yku. Korga onn ocraBanvcey HaenvHe, JIakku Ha3bIBall €ro «as-
qomka ['ekrop», Tak kak umeHHO KoHBen BMecTe ¢ AyryctoMm



I'enpu cran B cBOe BpeMsl ONEKYHOM IOHOTO JIakku, poguTenv
KOTOPOTo ObUTM YOUTHI TMpaTaMu BOMM3M BeHepsl.

Henemo nazan Konseii, HarycTUB Ha ceOsi caMblii JIETKOMBIC-
JIEHHBIH BUJI, KaK Oy/ITO peus I11j1a 00 0YepeTHOM OTITyCKe, CIIPO-
CHJI €ro:

— A mouemy OblI TeOe He OTITPaBUTHCS Ha Mepkypuid, a?

— Yro-T0 nmpousonuio? — HacTopokuics Jlakku.

— Jla B 0011eM-To, Hu4ero ocooeHHoro. .. — Ckazan 310, KoH-
Bel, O/IHAKO, HaxXMypuJicsi. — Eciii He cunTaTh TAKOBBIM HECKOJIb-
KO CTpaHHbIE JEMCTBUSI HEKOTOPHIX HAIIMX MYIPELOB OT IMOJH-
TUKH. .. Thl Be[lb 3HACIIIb: Mbl OCYILIECTBJISIEM OJIUH TOBOJILHO JI0-
porocrosiui npoekT Ha Mepkypuu. OH U3 TeX NPOEKTOB, KO-
TOpbIe MO0 He JIAI0T HUYETo, MO0 NepeBOpaYrBalOT Bee. Bermu
NoIoOHOTO pojia — BCErAa B 3HAYUTENIBHOW Mepe Urpa, PUCKO-
BaHHasl a3apTHas Urpa. ..

— EcTb 111 B 3TON Urpe 4To-TO Takoe, YeM MHE He MPUXOIu-
JIOCh 3aHUMAThCA?

— INoxoxe Ha To... [Tornmaerin, ceHatop CBEHCOH OOPYIIINII-
cs Ha [IpoekT, mpeAcTaBUB €ro TUMMYHENIIIUM TPUMEPOM TOTO,
kak CoBer Mouyem 3psi MPOCAKMBAET JIEHEKKHU HAJIOTOIUIATE b-
mKoB. TeOe, KOHEYHO, 3HAKOM cell O1aropomHbId MyX... Tak
BOT, 9TOT caMblii CBEHCOH SIPOCTHO HACTAMBAET HA PacClieIOBa-
Huu. Bosee Toro, oiMH U3 €ro MOJIOAIIOB MOCHENI Ha MepKy-
pHi1 y’Ke HECKOJIBKO MECSLIEB Ha3a/l.

— Cenarop CeeHcon? Bce NOHATHO. ..

JIakKy MpekpacHo 3Haj O TeX YCUIMSX, KOTOpble MpUJIarai



Cosetr Hayku 151 60pbObI ¢ Bparom Kak B Mpejiesiax, Tak U BHE
ConHeuHOM cUCTeEMBI. 3HAJI OH U O TOM, YTO B ITOCJIETHUE JIECH-
TWIETUS YCUJIUSL CTAJIM TPUHOCUTD T10Abl. ['anakTuyeckas -
BUJIM3alMs ObUIA yKe B TOM MOYTEHHOM BO3pacTe, KOraa JIIAU
J0OpaIMCh 0 CaMbIX OTAAJIEHHBIX 3Be31 Mieunoro [1ytu u 3a-
CeJIVITY BCE MTPUTOHbIC TS XKU3HU TUIaHeThl. [IpoOnembl, KOTo-
pble BCTaBaJIM MEepe]] 4YeJI0OBEUECTBOM, BBU/LY CJI0KHOCTHU UX, MOT
PELLUTD MOMbITAThCS, BO BCAKOM cilyuyae, — inib Coser Hayku.
K coxasienuio, B IpaBUTEILCTBE 3EMIIM KOE-KTO OIacayics BO3-
pacratomiero Biustaast CoBeTa, BUIsI B 3TOM yrpo3y st ceOsl.
NHble ke BUPTYO3HO UCIOIb30BAIM ITU ONACEHUs B UHTEPECAX
coOctBeHHbIX amOuimii. Cenatop CBEHCOH HE TOJBKO MPUHA/-
JIeKas K TIoCJieTHe IpyTire, HO ObLT e HECOMHEHHBIM JIUJIEPOM.
beckoneunsle Hanaaky Ha COBET 3a €ro «HEMPUKPBITOE PacToO-
YUTEIBCTBO» — CAEJIAI 3Ty (PUTYPY KPalHE OMO3HOM. . .

— Kro BO3m1aBisier MepkypuaHcKyio 3a0aBy? — cripocut Jlak-
Ku. — {1 3Ha10 ero?

— 3abaBa, kcratH, HaspiBaeTcss CeeToBbIM [IpoekTom. A oT-
Bevaert 3a Hero Ckort MaiHac, uHxenep. Ilapens Hertynblid, HO
HE U3 TeX, KTO CO3JjaH pyKOBOIUTh. M Hallo ke, UMEHHO ¢ TOro
MOMeHTa, Kak CBeHCOH 001000Bajl B KAYECTBE OUYEePETHON MH-
menn CeeroBou [IpoekT, nena tTam nouwm xyxe Hekyaa!

— 41 rOTOB 3TUM 3aHAThLCSA, AsaI0IIKa [ eKTop.

— Cnacub6o, Jlakku. [ToHumaennb, 51 yBepeH, 4To BCe aBapuu
HE HACTOJIbKO YK cepbe3Hbl, HO CBEHCOH MOCTApaeTcsi C UX MO-
MOIIIBIO TOCTAaBUTh HAC B 3aTPYIHUTEIILHOE MOJIOKEHUE. BhIsICHU,



YTO UIMEHHO OH 3ambliuiser. Y npurisaau, keraty, 3a Ypruiom,
€ro MHUCCAPOM, BECbMa CITIOCOOHBIM M OTTACHBIM MAJIBIM. . .

Bor tak mpenognec aeno ['ekrop Kongseit. HeGombimoe pac-
crnenoBanbe, He O6onee Toro. U Jlakku, mocagus kopalib Ha ce-
BEPHbI1 1oII0c MepKypusi, HACTPOWJICS Ha MYCTSYOK. A CITyCTs
7IBa Yaca B HETO yKe pas3psuKai Omacrep.

Yro-T10 32 BCeM 3TUM Kpoetcs, nogyman Jlakku, c Maitnacom
Ha rieyax npubnmxkasce Kk Kynomy. W kyaa Gonee cepbesHoe,
YeM MOXHO ObUIO MPEIIOIOKHUTb.

HoxTop Kaps I'apnoma, Beliis U3 nmajarsl ¥ B3IVISIHYB UCTION-
706bs1 Ha Jlakku ¢ BurmeHom, cray cocpeJOTOYEHHO BBITUPATh
PYKM MOXHATBHIM I1JIACTOCOPOOBBIM TMOJIOTEHIIEM, KOTOPOE BCKO-
pe, CKOMKaHHOE, UCU€e3JIo B KOHTelHepe. ['aproma xmypuics, 1
C €ro CMYTJIOTO JIUIA He CXOWJIO BhIpaXKeHUe TTyOOKO! 03a00-
yeHHOCTU. Kazasnock, Jaxe 4epHble, KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHBIE BO-
JIOCHI IOKTOPA TOMOPIIATCS KaK-TO BCTPEBOKEHHO.

— Hy? — cnpocun Jlakkwu.

— 4 man emy ycnokoutenpHOe. — ['apmoma cMoTpest Kyaa-To
mumo Jlakku. — Jlymaio, oH OyaeT B mopsiake, KOrjaa MpOCHETCSI.
Bo3MOkHO, 1axe He BCIIOMHUT O CJTyYMBIIIEMCHI.

— JIoKTOp, TaKKe MPUCTYIHI ykKe ClIydanuch ¢ MaiHacoM Ui
9TO — NEPBbIN?

— Huuero mogo6Horo 10 cux mop He HaOmoganock, cap. Bo
BCSIKOM Clly4yae, ¢ MOMEeHTa ero nmpuObituss Ha Mepkypwuii. He
3HAI0, YTO MPEJIIECTBOBAJIO ITOMY, HO IMOCJEIHUE HECKOIbKO
MecAILeB MHkKeHep MalHIC HaXOOWJICS B COCTOSIHUU CUJIbHEU-



IIET0 HEPBHOIO HAIPSIKEHUSI.

— Oryero?

— Bugure 51, OH Bce BpeMsi UyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 BUHOBHBIM B
TOM, 4TO Mpoucxoaut ¢ IIpoekTom.

— A Kak 1o-Baiemy, Takoe YyBCTBO UMEJIO 10J] OO0 OCHO-
BaHUs?

— Her. besycnosHo, Her! Ho 310 emy He memaio... Bl xe
ycrenu yOeauThesi, HACKOMBbKO pasiaauiicsl 3TOT yesoBek. OH
OyKBaJIbLHO BOWJI ce0e B TOJIOBY, UTO B IPOUCXOASIIEM BCE BUHST
Tonbko ero! CeeroBou IIpoeKT, KOTOPBIM 3/1€Ch 3aHMMAIOTCH,
NPUHAJICKUT K pa3psay paboT Ype3BbIYaiiHO BakHBIX. OH TO-
IJIOTWJI M ITPOZIOJIKAET MOIJIONIAaTh yuMy neHer v cuil. Ha Maitna-
Ce JISKUT TSDKEJICUIIIMI Tpy3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a BCe 000PY/I0-
BaHUE, 32 padOTy KOHCTPYKTOPOB, MATEPO U3 KOTOPBIX, MEX/LY
IIPOYMM, CTapilie €r0 MUHUMYM Ha JECSTh JIeT. . .

— A Kak MOJIy4nsIoCh, JOKTOP, YTO CTOJIb BaKHBIM MOCT 3aHSLI
TAKOW MOJIOOOW YeJIOBEK ?

[apnoma yeIOHysCs, 1 OOHAKUBIIHMECS B YIIBIOKE Oerble, Oe3-
yIpeyHol (popmbl 3yObl HECKOJIBKO CMSATYMIM MPAYHOCTh €ro
oOJuKa.

— Cy06a¢upHas ontuka, mucrep Ctapp, COBEpIIEHHO HOBOE
HaripaBJieHue B Hayke. M TOJIbKO MOJIOJOM YesloBeK, TOJbKO YTO
BBIIIOPXHYBILMI U3 IIKOJIbI, KOE-YTO CMBICIUT B HEM.

— Takoe BnieuatieHue, AOKTOp, OyATO U BBl pazOMpaeTech B
TOoM!

— OtHionp HeT. .. [Ipocto MaitH/Ic HEMHOKKO PacCKa3bIBall. . .



MBsI Besib IpUOBLIY COfIa Ha OJHOM KopabJie, 1 yKe Tora s1 ObLT
MOpakeH, C KaKoW YBJIEYEHHOCThI0 TOBOPWUJI OH O [TpoekTe u BO3-
MOHOCTSIX, OTKPBIBAEMBIX €r0 OCYIIECTBIIEHHeM. Bam, 10IKHO
ObITh, U3BECTHO O HUX?

— Huuero, poBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO.

— Tak BOT. 31€ech Mbl UMEEM [IEJIO yKE C TUIIEPKOCMOCOM —
WHBIMU CJIOBAMU, TON YaCThIO MPOCTPAHCTBA, KOTOPAs HAXOJUT-
A1 IO TY CTOPOHY KOCMOCA B TPAAULIMOHHOM IMOHUMAaHUU. 3aK0-
HBI, KOTOpbIE 3/1eCh HE3bIONIEMBI, B THIIEPKOCMOCE — OTMEHSIIOT-
ca! CkaxeM, Hesb3sl ABUTAThCSI CO CKOPOCTHIO, MPEBBIIIAIOIIEN
CKOPOCTb CBeTa, — Hy Hesb3st! Y o Orvkaiiiieit 38e3/1bl HY)KHO
TAIUTBCA LIEJIbIX YEeThIpe rofa. B rumepkocmoce ke — COBCEM
apyroe neno! bepu v €T XOTb... — JIOKTOP OCEKCs, a TOTOM
CIIPOCHJI C U3BMHSIIONIEHCA YIBIOKOH: — Bbl Beb 3HaeTe 00 3TOoM?

— Koneuno. Kak, Brpouyem, u J00O0i, s 3HAKO, YTO THIEP-
KOCMUYECKHE TMOJIEThI CeIaTi OOBIYHBIMU Ty TEIIECTBUS K 3B€3-
nam, — cyxo oro3Baics Jlakku. — Ho npu yem Tyt CBeToBOM
ITpoext?

— A Bot nipu yem... — Jloktop ['apaoma mogHsi1 BBEpX yKa-
3aTeJIbHbIN Majell ¥ MPUHSUI TAauHCTBEHHBIM BUI. — B Bakyy-
Me OOBIYHOTO KOCMOCA CBET PACHPOCTPAHSETCs, KaK U3BECTHO,
0 TIPSAMOM, CTPOro MO NpsAMOU. MI30rHyTh 3Ty NpAMYI0 MOXKHO
TOJIBKO C MOMOIIIBIO KOJIOCCAJTbHBIX TPAaBUTAIMOHHBIX ycHnuid. B
TUNIEPKOCMOCE — MO-IpyroMy. Bl MokeTe fenatb coO CBETOBBIM
Jy4oM Bce, uTo 3a0nmaropaccyaurcsi! Kak Oynro nmeere neno ¢
HUTBIO CaMOU He:KHOU nipsiku ! JIyd MOKHO c(poKycHpoBath, pac-



cesiTh M 9yTh JIM He 3aBs13aTh OaHTUKOM! Tak, BO BCAKOM cityyae,
YTBEPKJIAIOT CO3/1aTe THIIEPONTUYECKON TEOPUH.

— U Ckott Maiinac, ecnu sl NpaBUJIbHO TOHUMAIO, HAXOJUTCS
3[1eCh UMEHHO J1JI51 TOTO, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTDH ITY TEOPHIO HA TIPE/I-
MET CTPOMHOCTH ?

— CoBepILIEHHO BEPHO.

— A oyemy ObUIT BBIOpaH UMEHHO MepKypuii?

— Iloromy utO BO Bceld COIHEUHOW CUCTEME He HauTH ILia-
HETHOM TTOBEPXHOCTH C TAKOW OrPOMHOM KOHIIGHTPAIIUEN CBETa,
pUYeM Ha FpOMaJIHOM Tutouaau. Y pe3ynbTarsl, KOTOpbIE OKU-
JaeT uHxkeHep MaiiHzac, ropas3io Npolle MoIy4uTh 3[eCh, YeM,
CKaxeM, Ha 3emJie, r1e, P BecbMa COMHUTEIBHOM 3 eKTe,
BCe 000IILIOCh OBl Ky/1a JIOpOKe.

— Ho noka 4to Mbl UM€eM TOJIbKO aBapUH. . .

— Koropble kT0o-TO noacTpauBaer! — rHeBHO noaxsarui ['ap-
JaoMa. — M ¢ KoTopeIMU HYKHO HEME[JIEHHO TOKOHYUTh! Bbl 110-
HUMaeTe, 4To JJIsI HaC BceX 3HauMT 3TOT [Ipoekt? 3emis He Oy-
net pabsiHert Comama! KocMudeckue cTaHIMM CTaHYT MepexBa-
THIBATh COJIHEUHBII CBET U, IPOITYCTUB Yepe3 TMIepKOCMOC, PaB-
HOMEPHO paclpesienaTh 1o Beell miaHere! — ['apooma, nogxsa-
YEHHbIA MEUTaMH, YHOCUJICS BCe Jajblie. — Vicue3HeT 3Hou Iy-
CTBIHb U 3a0yaeTcs noisipHas cryxka! [lo Hamemy ycMOTpeHHIO
OyzieT peopraHi3oBaHa cMeHa BpeMeH roga! Mbl Oynem yripas-
751Th niorofoi! ViMeTh COTHEUHbIH CBET B JIIOOOM YTOAHOM HaM
MECTE U HOUb TOW MPOJOKUTEIBHOCTH, KOTOPYIO 3aX04YETCSI MU-
3MHIlYy Haleyd Horu! 3emMiis MpeBpaTuTCs B pal ¢ KOHAUIIMOHU-



POBaHHBIM BO3yXOM!

— Ho, no-moemy, 10 31010 enie gajneko?

— Ja, BBl npaBbl. — JIOKTOp ¢ HEOXOTOU BEPHYJICS B peallb-
HOCTb. — [ToHagoOuTCcsi MHOrO-MHOTO BpeMeHu. .. Cap, 51, KOHeu-
HO, MOT'Y OIIIMOUTKCS, HO MHE Ka)KeTCsl, UTO BbI TOT CaMblid J[[9BU]T
Crapp, KOTOPOMY yZaj0Ch pacIilyTaTb UCTOPUIO C OTPABICHUEM
M Ha Mapce!

Jlakku, 17151 KOTOPOro TakoW MOBOPOT B pa3roBope ObLI J10-
BOJIBHO HEOKUJAHHBIM, a TAKKE U HE OUEHb NMPUATHBIM, HAXMY-
pUJICH.

— ITouemy BbI Tak permuam?

— Jlesno B TOM, UTO 51 Bce-Taku Bpay. M kak Bpaya MeHs1 B CBOe
BpeMsl 3aMHTEPECOBaJIa TaKasl CTpaHHAs MUIEMUS — BE/lb ITO
NoHayvajy cuurasocs snugemuen! Ilotom yxke, B ciayxax, KOTO-
pble, KaKk UM IOJIOKEHO, XOAUIN U KOTOPbIM 5 KaJHO BHUMAJI,
CTaJIO YacTO BCTPeUYaThbCs UM OGHOTIO I0HOTO 4iieHa CoBeTa, Chir-
PAaBILIETO [JIABHYIO POJib B pa3raJKe TauHbl. . .

— Xopormo. [Tycts OyneT Tak. — JIakku JOCaATIMBO ITOMOPIIIII-
cA1. DTO yKe BTOPOE 3a IEHb Y3HABAHNE HUKAK HE BXOIWJIO B €r0
TUIaHBI.

— Hy, a eciu Tak, — pagocTHo npoaosixkui ['apnoma, — ecim Bbl
TOT cambil CTapp, TO, XO4y HAAEAThCS, HEJOITO HaMm TepneTsb! A
MMeI0 B BUJy TaK Ha3bIBaeMble aBapuu, 4T00 HX. ..

Jlakku, He yIOCTOMB IOKTOpPAa OTBETOM, XOJIOAHO OCBEIOMMUII-
csL:

— Mory s y3Hatsb, c3p, korna Ckort MaiiHac OyaeTr B cOCTOsI-



HUUW pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM?

— He panee yem uyepe3 12 yacoB! — HCIyraHHO OTYEKaHWJ
['apnoma.

— Hapetocs, on Oyzaet B 31paBom yme?

— BHe BcAKUX cOMHEHUH !

— Tst yBepeH, 'apaoma? — HecriepeMOHHO BMEIIAJICS Yel-TO
ropTaHHblii 6apuToH. — HaBepHoe, OTTOro, 4to ClIaBHBIN Map-
Hunka MaiiHjc Bcerja B cBoe yme, aa?

JlokTOp 00epHYJICS Ha ToJOC, U Ha JIMIEe ero 0OO3HAYNIACH
CWJIbHEWIIAs HETIPUSA3Hb.

— Yro BBI 311€CH JIenaere, YpTui?

— JlepKy OTKPBITBIMM I71a3a U YIIH, XOTS1 HEKOTOPBIM 3TO U HE
HpPaBUTCS1! — pa3BA3HO OTBETUJI BOLIEAIIUH.

Jlakkn u burmen ¢ uHTEpecoM pasmIsaAbBAIA HE3HAKOMIIA.
D710 OBUT CPETHETO POCTA MYKUMHA, IIIAPOKOTICYNIA U MYCKYJTH-
CTBI, C HEOPUTHIM CAMOJIOBOJIBHBIM JIUIIOM.

— MeHs1 He UHTepEeCyeT, YTO Bbl TaM ITPOJIENBIBAETE CO CBOMMU
ymamvu! Ho u3BOJIbTe 3aHUMATBCSI 3TUM BHE MOero kaomHera! —
["apnoma noapicKall, HAKOHEN, Pa3sllye CJIOBA.

—Ilouemy-y? — rppumacHUYasi, IPOTSAHYJ YPTUIL. — Bbl %e JOK-
Top! A manyeHThl UMEIOT MPaBoO BXOAUTH cioyia! S 3adonen, Mo-
KeT OBbITh!

— Ha 4ro xanyerecnb?

— la nopoxau Thl. CHauana pazdepeMcsi C STUMU JBYMSI.
Onu-TO Ha 4rtO *)anywrca? Ha ropMoHaIbHYK0 HemocTaTtoy-
HOCTb, BepHO? — U ero JieHuBbIY B3MJIs1/1 OCTAHOBWICS Ha burme-



He [I>xoHce.

Tyt Bo3HUKITa 3BeHsIIas Nay3a, 1 burMen cHavana moonen-
HeJl, a MOTOM CTaJl BECh KaK-TO CTPaHHO pa30yxaTh. YBEJINYMB-
IIUCh B 00bEME JI0 OTACHOTO Ipeiesia, OH OUeHb OCTOPOKHO MO/~
HSIJICSI CO CBOEro Mecra. [ J1a3a MapcraHrHa ObLTH IMPOKO pac-
KPBITHI, a TyOBI IEBETINCH, TUXO U 0e3 KoHIa moBTopsist: «['op-
MOHaJIbHas1 HEJOCTAaTOYHOCTh». Ka3anock, OH BIIOJTHE BEPUT, UTO
MOXHO OBUIO MTPOM3HECTH TaKoe.

Arakyiomas koOpa BbIIIsiiesia Obl B 3TOT MOMEHT CTapou ue-
penaxoil B cpaBHeHUU ¢ burmenom, usu 5 yToB M 2 mpoiimMa
MBIIIIL, TYTO CBUTBHIX B YIPYIMU XJIBICT, METHYJIMCh K PACILIbIB-
HIEMYCS B YXMBLIKE Harjery.

Ho Jlakku neurasncs emie Opictpee. Kpenko yxBarus burmena
3 IJIEYH, OH TUXO IPOU3HEC:

— CrokouHo, ApyXullie, CIOKOWHO. . .

— Ho 151 ke cnpimad, Jlakku! Thel ke coapimalt!

MausieHbKUI MapCUaHWH BBIPbIBAJICS U30 BCEX CHUIL

— He Bpems, burmesn. .. — ycniokausai ero Jlakku, He pas3xu-
Mas oOobsTuil. — He Bpemsi, moimu. . .

Cmex Ypruna OblT pe3KUM U OTPBIBUCTBIM, KaK JIai.

— Hy otniyctu ero, napess! §I He mpoyb OAHUM NAJIBIEM pa3-
Ma3aTh MaJjbllia Mo nomy!

BurMeH oTyasitHHO BbUI M U3BUBAJICS B TUCKaxX JIakku.

— Ecnm ckaxere enie Xotb ciioBeyko, Yprui, — Jlakku ¢ Tpy-
JIOM CAEp:KMBaJl THEB, — Ballla KU3Hb OCJOXKHUTCS HACTOJIBKO,
4TO JJaKe JIpyr-ceHarop OyleT He B cujiax BaM rmomoub! — [Ta-



3a ero, OKa OH TOBOPUJI, CTaJIU JIEASTHBIMU, a TOJIOC MeTajllInye-
CKHM.

Ha MraoBeHbe B3MJIsi/ibl IBOMX CXJIECTHYJIUCH, W, TIPOUTPAB
3Ty CXBATKy, YPTWJ YTO-TO NMPOMSAMIIMAI O HEyJauyHOW IIYTKE.
Taxenoe npixanue burmeHa koe-kak yCIIOKOWIOCh, W, KOrja
JIakKu BBITYCTWII €r0, MAapCUAHWH 3aHSUJI CBOE MECTO, B3/Iparu-
Basi OT OCTaTKOB SIPOCTH.

Hoxktop I'apnoma, KOTOpbIA, BTSIHYB TOJIOBY B Iuleud, Oe3-
MOJIBHO HaOMIONAIT BCIO CLIEHY, C YUBJICHUEM CITPOCHT:

— Kak, BbI 3Haete Ypruia, mucrep Crapp?

— O pa. Cnasa o [I)xoHaraHe Ypruse, yoJHOMOYEHHOM Ce-
Hartopa CBeHcoHa, oiia 1o MeHs. He morna He nouTu.

— YHotHOMOYeHHBIH 7 — TpoOopMOTall AOKTOP. — UTO XK, IMyCTh
Oy/IeT Tax. ..

— U g o Bac HacablLaH, Apaxadmmii! — cKkas3all, Kak U3pbIr-
HyJ, Yprui. — [Issua Crapp, wim Jlakku, Kak Bbl ceOsl Beryae-
te! Bynaepkunn ns Cosera Hayku! Tenepp nepeuncnso. .. [le-
JI0 00 OTpaBJIEHUH, UCTOPHSI C ACTEPOUIHBIMU TIMPATAMHU, BEHe-
pHMaHCKas TeJienarus. .. 3HaKOMO?

— HemHoro, — paBHOAYy1IHO OTO3BasicA JIakku.

YpTuut TOpKECTBYIOLLE XOXOTHYI.

— Ia, apxuB CeHaTopa COIEP:KUT MHOTO MHTEpecHoro o Cose-
Te! A B Moeli rojioBe, — T0OOABUJI OH C BHE3AITHOW JJOBEPUTEIIb-
HOCTBIO, — €CTh KOE-UTO O TBOpsIeMcs 371ech. [IpemoOonbITHe -
e Beru! B3sTh X0Ts OBl cerofusIHee nokyienue. .. Keratu,
s TIUIIIENT CIofla He TTPOCTO Tak. MeHs npuBesa 3a00ta o OJvK-



HEM.

— 3abota?

— Ona. U BOT 0Ka3aTenbeTBO. 51 IOMIKEH, s MPOCTO 00s13aH
npejgocrepedb Bac oT onacHoctu! HaBepHoe, Halll MUJIbIA J0K-
TOp YK€ BKPYUYMBaJl TYT O TOM, KaKOM 3aMevaTesIbHbIi MaJlblid
Maiunzc. Y1 0 KpaTKOBPEMEHHOW BCIIBIIIKE, BBI3BAHHOM HEBBIHO-
CUMBIM HampsibkeHuem. Bugute v, oHM y HaC OOMbIITyIIME ApPY-
3bs1, ['apnoma u MaiH/gc. . .

— $1 Bcero nuIib cKkazal, 4To... — HaYau1 ObLJIO JIOKTOP.

— Jlaii MHe 3aKOHYUTH! — PSBKHYJ YPTUI U BHOBb TIOBEPHYJI-
ca k Jlakku. — [Tonumaete, Ckotra MaiiHaca no 6e3BpeiHOCTH
MOXHO YTMOAOOUTH IByXTOHHOMY acTepoujy, KOTOPbI HeceTcst
npsIMO Ha Baill Kopaliib. DTOT MapeHb BOBCE He ObUI CyMacIie/-
M, KOTJIa BBl TAHIIEBAIM TIOJI AKKOMITAHEMEHT ero Oracrepa.
OH npeKkpacHO MOHUMAJI, YTO JiesaeT. Bac X1aqHOKPOBHO MbITa-
ek youTts, Ctapp, U norsITaloTcs enie. byabre yBepeHsl U cro-
KOUHbI: MaliHJC BCKOpEe NPEANPUMET HOBYIO MOMNBITKY — 51 TOTOB
TIOCTIOPUTH Ha. .. JIa XOTS OBl HA CAIlOry Balllero Jpyra.



3. CMepTh NMO:KUAAET B KOMHATE

TulmHa, HACTyNMBILAs TMOCIE CJIOB YPTWJA, BCEM, Kpome
HEro camoro, noKasajgach rHETYIIEH.

3arem Jlakku cipocuit:

— Ho noyemy? Benp 1omkHa e ObITh Kakasi-To MpUYMHA !

— [IpnunHa — yBaxkutenbHasi, — YPTUJ FOBOPUJ COBCEM THXO,
Hacnaxaasch o0muM BHUManueM. — Ctpax. MaiiHzc nomnpocry
HE CIIPaBJISIETCS CO CBOEW padOTOM, He TSIHET. A 3a ISHEKKH — 3a
MUJUIMOHBI, KOTOPBIE C TPAJULIMOHHOM LIEIPOCTHIO OTBAJIUIL EMY
Cosetr Hayku, — 3a HUX Be/ib HY)KHO OyIeT OTYUTHIBATLCS, XOTS
ObI 4y Th-4yTh. [lesaeTcst 3T0 OUeHb MPOCTO: TIO BO3BPAIIEHUH HA
3emMInI0 TPOMKO KpUUYMTCA O HECHOCHOM MepKypuH, OT KOTOpO-
IO O/IHHM HAmNacTH, ¥ kaJo0HO mMbIraercst HocoM. CoBeT pacTpo-
raH, a Korja OH pacTpOraH — U3 HEro ChIILIIOTCS JEHbI'M Ha HO-
BYI0, el11e 0oJiee MIMOTCKYIO TPOrpaMmy . .. VI BOT MOSIBUIIUCH BHI,
Y BO3HMKJIA YIpo3a JIMIIMTHCA BCEX MWIBIX cepaly yrex. Bemp
Coger Tenepb y3HaeT UCTUHHOE ToJIokeHue Benen! Kak Tobko
OHO CTaHeT U3BECTHO BaM.

— A BaM OHO ye U3BECTHO?

— [IpencraBbTe ceode.

— B TakoM citydae, Bl TOXE MPEACTAaBIISETE ONACHOCTD IS
Mariganca! Otyero e OH He MOIBITAICS N30aBUTHLCA OT Bac?

Mscucroe o Ypruiia 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH Je(pOpMHUpOBa-
JIOCh IIUPOYANIIIEH CAMOIOBOIBHON YIIBIOKOH.



— A KTO BaMm cKazaJ, 4To OH He nbiTanica? Futexax! Ho roapt
pabOTHI Ha CeHaTOpa Koe-4eMy MeHsl Hayuuiv. Bo BcsikoM city-
Yae, MoCTOATh 3a ceOsl — MOry.

— Bei Bpete, YpTui! — KpUKHYI IOKTOp ¥ OOJEJHEN KaK T10-
70THO. — CKOTT MaliH/ic HUKOTIa U HUKOTO HE TBITAJICS YOUTH!
[lo kpaitHen Mepe, 10 ceronHsIHero AHsA! 1 Bbl 3T0 mpekpacHO
3Haere!

VYprun gaxe OpoBbio He noBen. OH MPOAOIKAT JJACKOBO Ha-
CTaBJIATh JIakKH.

— A-a, 4yTh He 3a0bUI... He cnyckaiiTe r1a3 ¢ Halmero 3cky-
nana. Toxe munenmmii yesoBek. OHM ¢ MalHICOM — HE pasiien
Boja. Tak uto, camu nonumaere. .. Ha Baiiem Mecre 51 He Jieumi-
cs1 OBl y HEro Jaxe OT ToJIOBHOM 0oni. OT ero Nt MOXHO. . .
— W Yprus1 MHOrO3HAYMTENILHO IIOCMOTPEN BBEPX.

Hokrop ['apnoma, enBa He 1iaya, B HECKOJIBKO IIPUEMOB BbI-
JIABWJI U3 ceOod:

— Korna-aubyap!.. kto-TO!.. YyObeT Bac!.. Bac yobert!.. 3a Ba-
mm!.. yObeT 3a Bammm!..

— Heyxenmu? — pagocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJT YpTuJ. — U BbI gymaete
3TO caeJaTh OJUH?

HarpaBusiivich ObUTO K BHIXOLY, OH BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBWJICS U
Jepe3 1iedo Opocu Jlakku:

— Ja, coBceM 3a0bu1. Bac sxaxaer uie3pers crapast pa3Bajiv-
Ha [TuBupeiin. OH oueHb pacCTPOEH TeM, 4TO He ObUIO HUKAKOW
odunmanbHoi Berpeud. [locnemmre kK HeMy U YCIIOKOUTE, €Cliv
crapuk eme He 3actpemwics... U eme, Crapp. He 3a0biBaiite



ocMaTpuBaTh CBOM cKadaHapsl. BhIBaloT, 3HaeTe M, 10CaIHbIE
nedekrtsl. Hageocs, nonnmaere, o yeM peusb? — M He noxkuaasach
OTBETa, YPTUJ YIATWICA.

[Tpo11110 JOBOIBHO MHOTO BpeMeHHU, Ipe:xie yem ['apaoma 3a-
TOBOPUJL.

— Hukorga He ynycTut ciydasi moTpenarb HepBbl, HUKOTTA. . .
[TonibIiz JITyH. . .

— DTOT NapeHb HECOMHEHHO XUTEP, — 3alyMUYUBO MPOU3HEC
Jlakkmn. — Herutoxo#i cnoco® HamajgeHWsi — TOBOPUTh TO, UTO
OonbHEl BCero 3aaeBaeT codeceHNKa. PasrHeBaHHBIN TPOTUB-
HUK — BJBOe cyabee... DTO, Mek/1y MPOYUM Kacaercsi v Teds,
burmen! Benp Thl Opocaeriibesi Ha BCAKOTO, KTO OCMEUTCS TO-
BOPUTb O TBOEM POCTE.

— Ho Jlakku! — mpon3uTensHO Bo3omuI MapcianiH — OH 000-
3BaJ1 MEHS1 TOPMOHAJIbHO-/1€(PEKTUBHBIM !

— A ThI HaiiM OoJee TOCTOMHBIN CITOCO0 JoKa3aTh 0OpaTHOe!

burmeH 4To-TO MPOBOpYAIT B OTBET U, HACYNUBIINCH, TPUHSI-
Cs1 KOJIOTUTh CBOMM MaJIEHbKUM KYJIQUKOM 10 YIIPYTOMY IUIACTH-
Ky SIPKO-KPACHBIX BBICOKHUX CaIlor (TaKue HOCSAT UCKJTIOUUTETbHO
MapcUaHCKHe MapHH, Te, yTo padoTtatoT Ha depmax. Y burmena
ObLJIa /II0KMHA MOJOOHBIX Carlor, OJIHA TTapa OCJeNUTEIbHEN Ipy-
TOM).

— XBarut nythesi! — JIakku OOHsuI ero 3a mieun. — [laBaii-ka
nyunie HaBecTuM [TuBupeiina. [lepBoe IMIIO 37€Ch KaK-HUKAK. . .

— Ma-pa! — nmopaep:xain ero JOKTop. — Bee, 4To HaxoguTCs mof
Kymnonom, 3to ero xo3sictBo. Koneuno, [IuBupeiis yxe He 10H,



U Y HETrO HET TeX CBSI3el, KOTopble ObUTM KOTrAa-To. Mex Iy mpo-
YMM, KaK ITOYTH BCE MBI, OH JIIOTO HEHABUIUT Ypruia. HenaBu-
J€Th-TO HEHABUJUT, OJHAKO MPEANPUHATD YTO-JIMOO HE B CUJIaX.
Tararbes ¢ ceHaTopoM CBEHCOHOM 3aHATHE, KaK U3BECTHO, HE
u3 nepcnekTuBHbIX. Kerath, Kak Ha 9101 cuer y CoBera Hayku?

— [Nomaraio, yro HeGe3HanexkHO... [JokTop! — Jlakku pemm-
TeJbHO OCTaBUJI OecruiofHylo Temy. — He 3a0yapre 0 TOM, 4TO
51 00s13aTeNIbHO JI0JIKEH YBUIEThCS ¢ MallHICOM, Kak TOJIBKO OH
npocHeTcsi !

— Ila, s cpazy coo0riry BaM. ByibTe ocTOpOKHBI ¢3p!

— BoiTh ocropokubIM? — ynuBuics Jlakku. — Yto Bel 3TMIM
XOTUTE CKa3aTh?

I'apnoma cmyTtwiics.

— Huuero. 910 y MeHSA Takas IPUCKa3Ka, 3HAETE JIN.

— Torpa noHsATHO. — Y, mpocTUBIIUCH C JOKTOPOM JIakku BbI-
nies. 3a HUM, HaCyUBIIKCh, NTOCTIENIN burme.

Kpenkoe u sHepruuHoe pykonoxarue Jlanca [luBupeiina, ye-
JIOBEKA BECbMa MOUYTEHHBIX JIET, yAUBUWJIO UX. B TeMHBIX Iaszax,
KOTOpBIE Ka3aJIMCh ellle TeMHee 1oj] OyHHBIMU 3apOCIISIMU CEIIbIX
OpoBei, YuTasloch siBHOE OecrokoicTBo. KorHa rycTeix Bosoc
Jieflasia ero MoxXoXkuM Ha JibBa. [loxkaiyid, TOTbKO MOpIIMHBI HA
OCTPBIX CKYJIaX U IlI€€ BBIAABAJIN €TO ITPEKJIOHHBIM BO3PACT.

[TuBMpe 3aroBOpHII TUXO U HE CIIela.

— Coxarnelo, J)KEHTJIbMEHBI, O BECbMa HENPUSTHOM MHLU/IEH-
Te, UMEBILIEM MECTO CerofHs. $1 Mor u 10JKeH ObLT MpeioTBpa-
TUTb €ro!



— He HyxHO BUHUTH cebsl, ¢3p, — BO3pa3ui JIakku.

— Eciu ObI 51 BCTpeTHIT Bac caM — HUYEro Mmojio0HOro He CIty-
yuioch Obl! Ho mpo6semsl, KOTOpble HaC TYT OMyTaju, COBEp-
IIIEHHO BBITECHWIM U3 MOEM TOJI0BbI IIPaBUJIa XOPOILEro ToHa!

— Bl niporiensl, u 3a0ygem 006 3tom, — yiabiOHycs JIakku u
IIOCMOTpeJI Ha burmena, KOTopbli ¢ OTKPBITHIM PTOM BHUMAJI BE-
JIMYECTBEHHOMY TIOTOKY CJIOB CTapOro JKEHTJIbMEHA.

— 41 He 3acimyxuBalo npouieHus! — ¢ nagocoM MPOAOIKAT
acTpoHOM. — Ho B Bailieii mornsITKe MPOCTUTh MEHS YCMAaTPUBAIO
HECOMHEHHOe U pelikoe Besnmkoayiue! 1 cunTtaio BO3MOXKHBIM
NIEPEerTH K ciienyiomier teMe! Baie sxummie!

Ou noaxsarwui Jlakku ¢ burmMeHom nop pyku 1 yBiiek B Ii1yOb
Y3KHX, HO SIPKO OCBELIEHHbIX KopuaopoB Kymona.

— ¥V Hac ouyeHb, OYeHb TECHO! — BOCTOp:KEHHO ceTtoBall [1u-
Bupeiin. — Bce nmepenonHeHo u 3a6uto! OcoOeHHO ¢ Tex Top,
Kak 37ech MosiBuIIcs MailHc cO CBOMMU HHXKEHEpaMH, a MOTOM
elie, — TyT aCTPOHOM 3aMsiiics, — 1 apyrue. U Bce ke, cMelo Hajie-
AThCS, Ballle KUIMIIE — He U3 Xyammx! [la, ecim BOZHUKHET xke-
JIaHUe MePeKyCUTh — B JIIOOOH MOMEHT BaM AOCTaBsAT nuity. OT-
JOXHUTE, BBICITUTECh XOPOILIEHbKO, — a 3aBTpa y Bac OyJeT npeJo-
CTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS CO BCEMHU, [ U MBI, XO-
Ts1 ObI B OOIIMX YepTax, y3HAEM O IIeJIsIX Ballero Busura. JImano
MEHs BIIOJIHE YAOBJIETBOPSIET TO, YTO BalllUM MOPYYUTESIEM $5IB-
nsiercss Coser Hayku... [Ja! ¥V Hac TyT umeer mMecto ObITh 4TO-
TO BpoJie OaHKeTa B Ballly YecTh!

— bnarogapio, BbI 04YeHb JTIOOE3HBI, CIP, — HE Cpa3y U pacce-



ssHHO oTBeT Jlakku. — Haneroch, y MeHs Takxke OyJeT BO3MOX-
HOCTh OCMOTPETh 00CEepBATOPHIO?

Kazanoch, 3TOT BONPOC OKOHYATENLHO OcyacTauBui [1uBu-
peitna.

— O na! B mo6oi momenT! Bel He moxkasieere 0 BpeMeHH, TI0-
TpayeHHOM Ha ocMoTp! U yBuaute ynusurensHble Benm! Haie
OCHOBHOE 000pY/IOBaHUE Pa3MeIleHO Ha TOJABMKHOM 1iatdop-
Me, KoTopasi IEPEeABUTaeTcsi BMECTe ¢ TepMUHATOPOM! DTO 103-
BOJISIET HUKOI'JIA HE TePATh HYkHYI0 BaM yacTb ConHia!

—IIpocro npeBocxonHo, mucrep ITuBupenis! — B TOH BOCKJIMK-
Hyn Jlakku. — U eme ogquH Bonpoc. Yto Bbl AyMaete o Maiince?
OueHb MpolIry Bac OTBETUTH Oe3 OOMHSIKOB.

[MuBMpei HEOKUAAHHO TOMPAYHEN.

— Bpi, kak s moHnMarw, cyOBpeMeHHOU UHXeHep?

— I1a He To uToOWI. .. OHaKo s cripocuit o MaiiHjce.

— Ha, u3BunHUTe. Hy-y, 3TO I0BOJILHO MPUATHBIN, 51 OBl CKa-
3aJ1, MOJIO[IOM uesoBeK. KoMneTeHTHbI, cMelo yTBepKIaTh. .. HO
HEpBHBIN, CTpaIrHO HepBHBI! OOUIETh €ro O4YeHb, Jake OYEeHb
JIerKo... VI mposiBUIIOCh 3TO HE cpa3y, a CIYCTsl KaKoe-TO Bpe-
Msl, KOIZla peajlbHOCTh BCTYIIWIIA B IIPOTUBOPEUHE C €r0 IIaHa-
M. .. OH, yBbI, He ObLT MOATOTOBJIEH K TAKOMY 000pOTY... A BO
BCEX JPYTMX OTHOIICHUSIX ITO UCKJIIOYUTETBHO MUJIbIA MOJIOAOU
yesioBeK. POpMaIbHO SIBJISISICh €r0 HA4aJIbHUKOM 37€Ch, BHYTPHU
Kynona, 51, TeM He MeHee, HUKOT/Ja He BMEUIMBAIOCh B JI€1a MU-
crepa MaiiH/ica, He CBsI3aHHBIE C paOOTON B 0OCEpBaTOPHH.

— A Bamie MHeHue o [[xoHatane Ypruie?



[TuBUpeN OCTAaHOBUJICS KaK BKOTIAaHHBIN.

— Yro 0 HeM? B KakoMm muiaHe OH Bac UHTEpecyer?

— B o0mem. Kak ox Bam?

— MHe He xoTesnoch Obl TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM 4YeJIOBeKe, Moce-
JIOBAJ1 HEOX)KUAAHHBINA OTBET.

Hekoropoe Bpems 1 Morya. JInio acrpoHomMa 0CTaBajioch
MpayuHBbIM.

— Mucrtep [uBupeiin! — penmicst HakoHell 3aroBopuTh JIak-
ku. EcTb 11 371€Ch ellle KTO-TO MOCTOPOHHUM, YCJIOBHO TOBOPSI?
Kpome Mainzca ¢ ero nogsMu 1 YpTuJa.

— I'apnoma, gokrop ['aproma, KOHEYHO.

— Pa3Be BbI He cuuTaere ero cBoum?

— Ho Benp oOH ke Bpay, a He acTpoHOM! be3 Hero, KoHeYHO, He
0OOHNTHUCh, M OH 32 KOPOTKUI MEpUOJ MPeObIBaHMS 37eCh YCIem
NOKa3aTh cedsl ¢ caMoy JIyuIliel CTOPOHBI, HO. ..

— 3a KOpOTKHUI NEPUO, Bbl CKA3aIH?

— Jla, OH cOBCEM HEAABHO CMEHMJI CBOETO MPeIIIeCTBEHHUKA,
oTpaboTaBiiero nonoxeHHsid rof. Keraru, npuneren [apmoma
Ha OTHOM KopaOiie ¢ rpynmoi MaiiHzca.

— Bpauu pabotaiot y Bac TOJIBKO OfivH roja?

— He Tonpko onm. IIpuxogMrcss MOCTOSHHO 0OydYaTh HOBBIX
JIOAEW W, €1Ba OHM OCBOSATCS — MPOLIATbCA ¢ HUMU. YUTO Je-
Jatb! MepKypuaHCKUe YCIOBHS JAJIEKO HE KypPOPTHBIE, U JTIOAU
HE JI0JKHBI HAXOIUThCS 31€Ch TIOI0NTY.

— He morim Gbl BBl BCHOMHHTH, C3P, CKOJIBKO HOBBIX JIIOJEH
npuObLIO Ha MepKypuii B TeYeHUE MTOCTICHUX IeCTH MecsIeB?



— Oxkono aBaguary. TouHble 1MGpPbI Bbl HAZIETE B XKypHAJIE,
HO OKOJIO JIBa/ILIaTH.

— A camu BbI 3[IECh JIOCTaTOYHO JOJIT0, C3p?

ACTpPOHOM yCMEXHYJICS.

— Ja yx! Crpamno nogymars! Moii 3amectutens Kyk Toxe
paboTaer 3/1ech yxe cepMoit rofl. Pasymeercs, Mbl yacto Gepem
OTITYCK H... Baine xkunwuine, mxeHTibMenbl! Eci BOSHUKHYT Ka-
KHe-TO JKeJIaHUs1 WU ITPOOJIeMbl — HE CTECHSITECh, OOpalaiTech
KO MHe.

VX xoMHaTa oKa3ajach JOBOJBHO MAJICHbKOW, HO B Hell ObUTH
JIBE KOWKH, KOTOPbIE MOXHO ObUIO yOpaTh B CTEHHYIO HUIITY, JIBA
JUBHBIX Kpecia C TEM K€ MEXaHM3MOM MCUYE3HOBEHHUS U CaMBbli
HACTOSIIINIA MUCBMEHHBIN CTOJI CO CTYJIOM. 32 MeperopoKon 00-
HapyXWIach BaHHAs U TyaJer.

— Hy-y! — ono6putensao npotsHya burmen. — Bpone Ob1 y4-
11e, yeM Ha kopaOrne, a?

— Ha, opar, HeqypHO, — cornacuiics JIakku, — KaxkeTcs, Ham
JaJIA OAHY U3 JIy4IlUX KOMHAT.

— EcrectBenHo! Jlymalo, OH 3HaeT, KTO Thl y HAC TaKou!

— Bpsin mm, — moTHy1 rosioBou Jlakku. — Beap oH npeamnosno-
KW, 9TO 51 CyOBpEeMEHHOW UHKeHep... Her, crapuky U3BeCTHO
JIMIIb TO, 4TO MeHs npucian Coser.

— Jla TyT Bce Te0s 3Ha0T! — Bo3pasui burmeH.

— He Bce, a Tonbko Maitnjc, I'apnoma u Ypruit. .. [locnyian,
burmen, a moyemy Obl TeOe He pUHATH yni? 1 Obl TeM Bpeme-
HEM pacropsiInICs HacUeT el u Oaraxa c «Merteopa».



— He Bo3paxkaro! — paloCTHO 3aKpUyYaJl MApCUAHUH.

B BanHoU burmen rpomko 3anen. Boga 3aech, Kak U B Apy-
rux Oe3BOJIHBIX MeCTax, ObLIa CTPOro HOPMHUPOBAHA, U TAOIHMY-
Ka Ha CTEHE C HAllOMUMHAHWEM O TOM, KaKoe KOJIMYECTBO Jpa-
TOIIEHHOM KU/IKOCTH TIO3BOJIUTEIIHHO MCIOJIL30BATh, ObLTa MPH-
BBIYHOM. BUrMeH, Kak UCTUHHBIN MapCUaHUH, UCTIHITHIBAI K BO-
Jie HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MOUTUTE IbHbIE YyBCTBA. BO BCsikoM cityuae,
IIPOCTO TaK IJIECKATBHCS €MY U B TOJIOBY HE MPUXOJWIIO HUKOI/IA.
W Bcs mpouenypa, UCKITIOUast CTPEMUTENbHBIN (PUHAT, COCTOsIIA
u3 OECKOHEYHOTO0 HaMBUTMBAHUS, ITyCKaHUSI Ty3bIped U JINKYIO-
LIErO NEeHHUs.

Bcrag nepen cymmiakoy ¥ HarpaBuB Ha ceOsi MOIITHYIO CTPYIO
TEIJIOro Bo3/yxa, BUrMeH 3a;xmypuics oT yI0BOJIbCTBUSI.

— i, Jlakku! Cron yxe HakpbiT? S ronoaen!

W3 xoMHaThI oHeccs rooc JIakku, OTHAKO CIIOB HEJTb351 ObLIO
pa3o0pars.

— Hy Jlakku xe! — mymmBo BosmyTtwica burmen u Beien
Y3 BaHHOWU.

Ha crone crosinu 1Be Tapesku ¢ COOMa3HUTEIbHO AbIMSAIIAM-
cs1 poctOudoM ¢ oBolIaMH (XOTsI Bce ITO OblIa CILIONIHAS UMU-
Talys1, MOCKOJIBKY BBIPAIIIEHO HAa CYyOMOpPCKHUX TUIAHTarusx Be-
HEPHI).

Jlakku, He oOpailjasi HUKAKOrO BHUMAaHHUSI Ha CBOEro Jpy-
ra, IpUceB Ha Kpaellek KOMKHU, pasroBapuBai ¢ [luBupeisiom,
KOTOPBIA COCPEIOTOUYEHHO MOPraj Ha KpaHe MEepPeroBOPHOIrO
YCTPOKCTBA.



— Bexogur, 0 TOM, B Kakyl0 UIMEHHO KOMHATY Mbl BbEIEM,
3HAJIM PELIUTENBHO Bee! — cnpocuit JIakku.

— CooTBeTCTBYIOIIIEE paCTIOpsiKEHNUE ObLIO OTAAHO MHOIO 110
oOIemMy KaHaiy, W, €CTECTBEHHO, €ro MOT CIIBIIATh KaXIbIi.
Kpome Toro, y Hac He Tak yk MHOIO KOMHAT, 3ape3€pBUPOBAH-
HBIX Ha 0COOBIN cityyaid. VIX MECTOHax0kJeHHUe N3BECTHO BCEM.

— INonsTHO. bnaronapio Bac, cap.

— A d4t0, cOOCTBEHHO, NTpou3oriuio, Ctapp?

— Jla Tak, HUYEro ocoOeHHOro. VI3BMHUTE, UTO TIOTPEBOKIUI
Bac... — BexJmBo ynbpI0HyBIINCH, JIaKKU pepBat CBSI3b ¥ MOITYA
YCTaBWJICS B MOTacllli SKPaH.

— Huuero oco6eHHOro, roBOpHIIih? — 'PO3HO BHIKPUKHYJ bur-
MeH U noaoodYeHusIcs. — Tak-Taku 1 HA4Yero? A Hy-Ka, BBIKJIa-
nIpIBam!

— A-a, Koe-4To MPOU30IILIO, Thl MPaB. f TYT pa3miisiAbIBal Ha-
11I€ CHapsIKEHUE, B TOM YKCIe U cKadaHphl. .. A cKkadaHIpbl 3T
He mpocThle. OHU CHAOKEeHBI OCOOBIM M3OJISIIUOHHBIM CIIOEM —
JUIS1 BBIXO/IA HA COJTHEYHYIO CTOPOHY, BEPOSTHO.

burmen cHsit oguH U3 ckagaHAPOB, KOTOPbIE BUCEJU B HUIIIE.
ToT oka3zaJicA Ha yAMBJICHUE JIETKAM [J11 CBOMX BHYILUTEIBHBIX
pasMepoB. MapcuanuH n1ocayimBo KpsAkHyI. Hy BoT, cHOBa Bce
MPUIETCS IOATOHSATh, U JAXKE HE MO0 CBOEMY POCTY, IOTOMY KaK
9Ta peryJupoBoUHas ApedeeHb He pacCUMTaHa Ha HeTro, BUANTE
su. BOT 4TO 3HAUUT OBITH HEAOCTATOUHO BHICOKHUM. . .

— Hy, paznonbe, Jlakku! U koiika tede! N Bannas! U scrsa,
nonnmaens! 1 ckadanapsr!



— U cmepts... — npoposskun Jlakku 6e3 TeHu yabioku. — O
Hell T03a00TIIUCh ToXXe. BoT, B3MIsIHU-KA. . .

OH nomHsA pykaB Oonblero ckadanapa. Y camoro uieva,
4yTh HUKE MIAPHUPHOTO COEIUHEHMSs, BUIHA ObLIa KPOXOTHAs
napanuHa. Korna naneipl JIakku JOTPOHYJIMCH JI0 HEE U CJIETKA
HAJIABWJTN — TIaparyHa yriryOusach.

D710 OBUT HACTOSIIIUN pa3pe3!

— C BHYTpEHHE! CTOPOHBI — TaKasl ke MpeecTs. .. — Jlakku
OTITYCTHJI PyKaB. — Bce paccuuTaHo Takum oOpa3oM, YTOOHI S
ycres JoOpaThCsl 10 COTHEYHOU CTOPOHBI, & TaM. . .



4. 3a 0aHKeTHBIM CTOJIOM

— Yprun! — cpazy 3akpuuan burmen v Hanpsrcst BCeM CBOUM
MaJieHbKUM TesioM. — Hy 1 nmonmas xe tBaps!

— Yprun? — Jluuo Jlakku Belpaxano Hegoymenue. — [louemy
OH?

— Xa! Tbl 320bL1, C KAaKOW HACTOMYMBOCTBHIO TOT XUTPEIL CO-
BETOBAJI HaM IPOBEPATH cKaaHIpsl, a?

— Her, ne 3a0bu1. OTTOrO ¥ IPOBEPHIIL.

— Tol mpoBepun ero padory! Heroxo mpuaymaHo, Hemio-
X0... Mpbl, 3HaUuT, OOHApyKUBaeM pa3pe3 U — ax, Yptuia! AX,
criacutens! [locie yero He MoxxeM CMOTpETh Ha Hero 6e3 ciie3
YMUJIEHHS. .. A TIOTOM Mep3aBell U30aBJIsAeTCs OT HaC JIIOObIM 13
JBYXCOT €My U3BECTHBIX CLIOCOOOB, coBepllieHHO Oe3 Tpyna. O,
Jlakku, He KioHb Ha 310! OH. ..

— [lonoxau. He HyHO enaTh NOCHENIHbIX BBIBOJIOB. . . 1TaK,
Vprun ckazan, 4yro MaiHAC meITancs youts ero. YTo Kk, mpo-
BepuM. U npennonoxkum, 4to ero ckaganap ObuT IpoAbIpsIBIeH
TaKUM ke 00pa3oM, Kak MoW. YpTuil oOHapykuBaeT nedeKkT u
peayIpexaaeT Hac O HAJIMYMK 9TOTO TPIOKA B pernepryape, Kak
OH 1ojiaraer, Mannsca.

— Yepra ¢ aBa 310 caenan Maiinac! EMy BBenu 4yTh Jiu He
BEAPO CHOTBOPHOTO, a 10 TOrO OH HU Ha MUHYTY HE OCTABJISLI
Hac!

— Xopoto. A OTKyza Mbl 3HaeM, YTO MalH/IC CITUT U YTO OH



TIOJTy YT CHaoObe?

— Tak Begp I'apnoma. .. — Tyt burmen ocekcs.

— Bor Buguis? Co cioB jjoktopa ['apmombi! A oH — G0JbIION
npyr Maiinjca!

— 3HauUT, OHU 320JHO! — HE3aMeIUTENILHO BhIAIAIT MAPCH-
aHuH. — M Hevero TyT 1ymars!

— IIa uTo ke 310 Takoe! ToIbKO 51 MOMBITAIOCh TPUBECTH CBOU
MBIC/IV B MIOPSIZIOK — U Thl TYT KaK TYT CO CBOMMM O3apeHUsIMHU !
A TIOTOM el1le yIMBIISICIIbCS] OTUEro ITO 51 He AETIOCh C TOOO# !

— U3BunM, Jlakku. — BurmeH cmyImieHHO TpUKyc Ty0y. —
IIponomxkan, noxanyucra.

— Tak BOT... — JIakk1 cCHOBa NPUHSLICA pacCykIaTh BCAYX. —
Yprriia 3arofgo3puTh — Ipoiiie Bcero. HUKTo ero He moouT, 1axe
[TuBupens... BcmoMHM €ro peakiyio Ha OJHO TOJIBKO yIIOMUHA-
Hue umenn Ypruia! Tel, KCTaTh, TOXE Bedb HEB3TIOOWI 3TOTO
MapHs, ¥ IPUYEM CTOMKO?

— Emie 6b1, — OypkHys1 burme.

— W MHe OH, OTKPOBEHHO rOBOPS1, HE MOHPABWIICA. A UTO €C/TN
YeJIOBEK, MTOBPEAMBIIMI CKadaHIp, yUes Takoe 3aMevaTesIbHOe
CBOMCTBO YpTHJia — BbI3bIBATh HETMIPUsI3Hb K ceOe? Y moHumaer,
Ha KOro Oy/yT BeliaTh BceX cOOak?

— Hy! — burmen sBHO HepoymeBal.

— C apyroii ctopoHbl, MaillH/IC, KOTOPBIN yKe MbITAJICS YeCT-
HO IIUIENTHYTh MEHsI U3 CBOero Onacrepa, Bpsiji JIu COCOOEH Ha
Takyo (pUIMTpaHHyIo paboTy — He B XxapakTepe... Uto kacaercs
JokTopa ["'apaomel, TO OH COBCEM HE MOXOX Ha 4YeJIOBEKa, KOTO-



PHIli COIJIACEH yYacTBOBATh B YOMICTBE — JIMIIb Obl HE OropyaTh
apyra.

— Tak uTo xe permmm? — BUrmeH, Ka3aaoch, BOT-BOT 3arOpUT-
Cs1 OT HEeTEpIIeHusI.

— Yr0? A BOT yTO... [lopa crnats! — 1 Jlakku HarpaBuics B
BAHHYIO.

burmeH, pazodyapoBaHHO IJIs1s €My BCJe[l, MOXKaJl MJIeYaMHu.

Ha cnenyiomiee yrpo, korna onu 3anuid k Ckorry Mainicy,
TOT, OJIeHBIN U U3MYYEHHbIN, CH/IeN Ha KOWKe.

— IIpuser, — neyasbHO BBIIOXHYJI OH. — f] yIKe 3HAI0 O CIIyYUB-
mremcs, [apmoma pacckasad. .. S riyOboko cokalieio, oBephTe. . .

— Kak BbI ce0s uyBcTBYeTe? — [1o TOHY Bompoca ObLIO SICHO,
yt0 Jlakku He pacras.

— Kak mmo0oii 1pyroii BeIKAThIA JIMMOH, — MalH/IC CTpaiaiib-
YecKu yeMexHysncs. — Ho TyT, — ykazaTeapHbIN Nasiel] MocTyqall
no 10y, — Bce B mopsiake. M s cMory mpucyTCTBOBaTh Ha ce-
TOAHSAIIHEM o0efle, KOTOphli ctapuHa [TuBupeils maeT B Bainy
YeCTb.

— Byzer im 310 GnaropazymHo?

— Bo BcsikoM citydae, YpTuil oocTepeskeTcsl CJAUIIKOM BJIOX-
HOBEHHO pa3IiarojibCTBOBaTh O cymaciienunieM MaiiHace! —
['HeB MrHOBEHHO OKpacui1 Juio uHxeHepa. — Ha u [luBupeiin
MONPUAECPKUT CBOM SI3BIK.

— Pa3Be mucrtep IIuBupeits coMmHeBaeTcs B Ballleid BMEHsIeMO-
ctu?

— Buaure i, Crapp... C TOro MOMeHTa, KOrjaa Ha4yaauch 3T



CTpaHHBIE aBapUH, 51 — HA HEOOJIBIIIOM CKyTepe — O0JIeTalo Co-
HeuHylo cTopoHy. Benp 310 Moii [IpoekT, n MHe Hebe3pa3nniHa
ero cyapOa! Tak Bot. [lapy pa3 MHe NMPUXOIUIOCH BUIETh. .. —
MaiiHJc OCTaHOBUJICS, HE Pellasich MPOAOIKUTb.
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