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Yacrs nepsas

I'1aBa nepBasi

370 OBLIO OYEHB AABHO, — Ta UCTOPUs, UTO Oy/IeT paccKa3aHa CerojiHsi, — HO BCe ke OHa Oblia.
CoObITHS 3TU IPOUCXOIUIA MHOTO BEKOB Ha3a[, KOrja B TEMHbIX HEMPOXOAMMBIX JIeCax elle KUiu
3arajIoyHble Marnyeckye CyIecTBa, a JI0bMHU MPaBUIM YUCTOKPOBHbIE KOPOJIH, MOy YMBIIKE BIACTh
10 HACJEJCTBY, OT CBOMX OTLOB. TeppuUTOpuM, pacrpeieseHHble MeXAy YeThIPbMs KpPYITHEHIINMU
KoponesctBamu, ObUTH 3alMIEHbl BRICOKMMHU CTEHAMM KperocTeid; kaxaoe KoponeBcTBo nmesno
CBOM 3aKOHBI M1 00bIYaH, @ HEKOTOPBIE U3 TIPaBUTEJNIEH — Jlake YHUKAIbHYIO, OCOOYIO BJIACTh HAJl CTH-
XUSIMU.

I'epoii 310l MCTOpUH, Ubs CyAbOA TaK KPYTO U3MEHWIACh B OIMH U3 HUYEM HE NpUMevaTelb-
HBIX JIHEW, )KWJI UMEHHO B Ty — BEJIMKYIO, XOTS M KECTOKYI0, — 31oxXy. OH MHOIO JIeT BeJl )KU3Hb
OTILIEJIbHUKA, MTPEANoYnTas OyXAaTh MO OE3/IOAHBIM JiecaM U CTEIsIM, He UMesl HU TOCTOSIHHOTO
JIOMa, HU CEMbH, He 3Hasl IaXe, OTKYJa OH CaM POJIOM; TOJIbKO PEAKMIA, YIUBUTEbHbINA TalaHT OXOT-
HHKa — €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTaBAJIOCh Y HETO, — OBUIO TEM eJMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO IIOMOTAJIO BEKUBATb.
YeoBek, 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb HE MPUCSATHYBIIMI HA BEPHOCTh HU OJHOMY M3 KOPOJIEH, BHIOpaBIIAIA
cBOOOJly BMECTO CITIOKOWHOMW KM3HM B CTEHaX KPENOCTH... He KaJeJ O CBOeM BHIOOpe HU €JUHOH
CEKYH/IBL.

Ota ucropusi — 00 OXOTHHKE, KOTOPOMY IPEACTOUT Y3HATh TallHYy CBOETO MPOUCXOKICHUS
U PacKpHITh B ceO€ yAMBHUTEbHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTO TMOMOTYT OCTAaHOBUTH COTEPHHYECTBO JIBYX
KPYNHEHIINX BPakIyIOMKX KOpojeBCTB. O yesnoBeke, YTo CyMeeT CMacTh ThICAYM HEBUHHBIX KH3-
HEel, ¥ IPeJOTBPATHT, Ka3aJIoCh Obl, HeM30EKHYI0 OUTBY JIBYX MPUHILIEB, YTO BO3HEHABUIECIHU APYT
Apyra erie 3a/10J1ro 10 UX MepBOi BCTPEUH.

ITa UCTOPUS O TOM, KOro 30ByT OXOTHMK; 3Ta UCTOPHS O TOM, Ybe UM — Hkann uz Xani-
CTeHHa.

&Kk

HeIHelHee yTpo BbIAAIOCh TYMaHHBIM. 3eJIEHbIE JIECHBIE XOJIMBI, IPOCTHPAIOLIMECS 10 CAMOTO
TOPHU30HTA, OBUTH MOKPHITHI KJIOYKAMK MYTHOT'O JJbIMa, CJIOBHO BaTOM; MTOTHUMASICh K MOJIOUHO-0€JTbIM
o0J1aKkaM, OHM CKPBIBAJIM COOOM COTHEUHbIE JIyYH, HE TIO3BOJISIS TEM KOCHYTHCS XOJIOIHOM, MEP3IOM
3eMJIH.

OXOTHUK BBUIE3 U3 CBOETO 1IAJIAllIA U CAENAl HECKOJIBKO JIBMKEHUI PyKaMH, pasMUHasi MU poO-
KHe IJIeYH, — ToYBa OblJIa HEPOBHOM, M MBILLILIBI 3aT€KJIM BO BpeMs cHa. Illypsick oT MaToBOro cBera,
NIPOOMBAIOIIETOCST CKBO3b TYCThIE BETBH €JIel M MUXT, BHICOKUI MOJIOION MYKYMHA OIJISIAET OTKPBI-
Baoluiicsa nepea HUM Bull. Llenoe u3ympyaHoe Mope XBOMHBIX JepEBbEB POCTUPAIIOCH IO CaMbIX
HeOec, M X TPEeyrojbHbIe BEPXYIIKHU, Ka3aJIoCh, TAHYIUCh K TAKOMY BBICOKOMY, TAKOMY ONEKJIOMY
Y XOJIOAHOMY COJTHEUHOMY CBETY, CKPBITOMY T'YCTHIMH OeJIbIMU oOsakamu. Bo3myx 3Tum yTpom ObLT
YHCT U MPO3payeH, Kak Bojia B TOPHOM pydbe, HO U Tak ke XosofieH. Clies1aB HeCKOJIBKO IITyOOKHX
BI0X0B, OXOTHUK NPUHSIICS cOOMpaTh CBOM BelllM, KOUX ObUIO BECbMa HEMHOro. BpoxieHHOE 4yThe
HUKOI/IA €ro He MOABOJWIO — OH MOTI YUysTbh JAWYb Ha PAacCCTOSIHUM MWJIM; TaK CIY4MJIOCh U Cell-
4ac — rae-To NoOJIN30CTH OTYETIIMBO CIIBIILIAIMCH HEBECOMBIE IIArk JUKOTO OJIEHS IO eIl BJIaKHOM
OT JIESTHOIM pOCHI TpaBe.

Nwms storo OxotHuka — Hkan. Crosnb HeOOBIYHOE MMS HE MOXOAMJIO HU Ha OfIHO UM YCIIbl-
IIaHHBIX 32 BCIO %k13Hb. HU B 01HOM KoponeBcTBe — HU B 3amke Poitiapeil, Hu B ITycThiHHBIX IMax, HUI
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B Pycanoubux 3emiisix — MoioOHBIX MIMeH He BeTpedasioch. OTKyza B3siics Hpkaiut, KTo ero cembst, —
OH He 3HaJ U caM. Hu B OMHOM M3 ropojioB He 4yBCTBOBAJ OH ceOsl JIOMa; TOJBKO BOJIbHBIE TPO-
CTOpBI, He TIpUHAJIeKAIME HA ofHOMY U3 KoposieBCTB, Beerjia Ka3aiuch POIHBIMH, TOJBKO 3BOH
POOHMKOB M HIOPOX BETPA, 3aITyTABHICIOCS B BETBAX BEKOBBIX IIY6OB, — TOJIBKO JUKas, NEpBO3JaHHAA
npupona no3posisyia OXOTHUKY ABIIIATh CBOOOTHO, MOJTHOM TPY/AbI0, — 1 UMEHHO TI03ToMy OXOTHHUK
TaK M1 HC CMOI' IIpUBA3aTbCA HU K OAHOMY M3 Beunnix KOpO)IeBCTB. HCCHTKI/I U COTHU IropoJoB OH
MOCETHJI, HO HM B OJHOM M3 HUX HE 3a/IepKaJiCsl HAI0JIr0; AMKasi MepBOObITHASL CBOOOIA MAHWUIIA €T0
CBOMMU OeCKpallHMMU, HEU3BEIaHHBIMK 3eMJISIMU, TIOJIHBIMU UYJIeC, 3arajIoK W TaliH, He TIO3BOJISIS
OCTaBaThCs 3aMePThIM B BBICOKMX CTEHAX KPEMOCTEH.

ITO yTPO BBIAAIOCH TAKUM ke, KaK MpeAblIyllee, TAKUM K€, KaK 1 MHOTHE YTpa ero BOJIbHOU
JKU3HU; HO CETOfIHsI, OTHPABJISACH TI0 CJIeAy JTUKOro 3Bepsi, OXOTHHUK ellle He 3HACT, YTO 3a BCTpeuy
TOTOBHT JIJIsI HETO caMa Ccyaboa.

&k

JlecsITKu XOJIMOB, OECIIyMHO TiepeceueHHbIE OCTOPOXKHOM MOCTYIbIO — U BOT 3arax AWYH CTa-
HOBUTCS YETKUM U SIPKUM, ITPOOMPAsICh HA CaMoe JTHO JIETKUX C KaXIbIM HOBBIM BJIoXOoM. Pyka cama
TSIHETCS K IJIeYy, BBIBEPEHHBIM [IBUKEHUEM BBITATMBAET CTPENly U3 KOJIYaHa 3a CIIMHOW U IpUKJIa-
JBIBACT ee K TeTUBE JIyKa, MOJHUMAs ero repe] coooit. dtomy OXOTHUKY HE HY)KHO BUIETh JIMKOTO
OJIeHS1, YTOOBI y3HATh, YTO TOT MPSYETCS 32 CIIEAYIONIMM JIEPEBOM, — BPOKAEHHbIE MHCTUHKTBI HUKO-
ra He TOABOASAT. 3aTauB AbixaHue, OXOTHUK JeNlaeT elle mapy OeCHIyMHBIX IIaroB, U HAaKOHEY-
HUK CTpPEJIbl POCKAJIB3BIBAET CKBO3b €JIOBBIH JIATTHUK — MEX/LY CJIOSMHU OapXaTHOM XBOM MEJIbKHYJIa
CBETJIO-KOPUYHEBAs CIIMHA, YCessHHasi OebIMU MATHaMU, — HIpKamn genaer eme miar, ¥ 3aMupaeT:
repesi HUM — TeMHasl JIeCHas MOJIsHa, HaJIe)KHO CKpbITasl OT CBETA I'YCTHIMU BETBSIMU, a Ha TIOJISIHE. . .
Yesnosexk.

Pe3ko noBepHyB 11€e10, 01eHb 3aMeTii1 OXOTHUKA, U CTPEMUTENBHO YHECCS BAaJIb, CKPbIBILIUChH
13 BUIMMOCTH B MIrHOBeHUe oKka. Ho B3misA TOro, KTo BhIC/IEKMBAJ JUUb €I CEeKYH/Ibl Ha3a[, OCTa-
eTcsl IPUKOBAH K YepHOM (purype, 3acThIBIIEN IOCPEIN PE3HOTO TPABSIHUCTOIO MOKPBIBAJIA, YTO CTE-
JeTcs noj Horamu. Brepenu — Mosonasi ;keHIIMHA, CKOpee Aaxe I0Hasl JEBYIIKA, YTO BHIIVISAUT
HECKOJIBKO HEPAIIUIMBO U IaXKe AUKOBATO; €€ JJIMHHbIE TOHKHE MaJIbLIbl C YePHBIMU KOI'TSIMU 3aMEPJIH,
CJIOBHO TIepbsI ITUYBbMX KPBUILEB, pACIIPABJICHHBIE B BO3AyXe. Xy/asl, yrioBaras (purypa, oonaueHHas
B UEpHOE, MPOTHYJIACh B CITMHE HA3aJ1, a CITyTaHHbIE YEPHBIE BOJOCHI CBUCAIOT, TIONOOHO JJTMHHBIM
BOJIHAM, NIOYTHU Kacasich 3eMyid. OXOTHUK 3aCThLJI HA MECTE, YCTPEMUB CBOM B3IVISJ HA AEBYIIKY; OH
HE 3HaJl, KTO OHA, HO B €r0 MaMsTH HavyaJl BCILUIBIBATh KOIZIA-TO YCIIbIIIAaHHBIE OAKW MCITyTaHHBIX
CEeBEpsiH.

CrycTsi HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMM [UIMHHAsI OnieHasi Iiesi, MSrKo cusiomas Ha (poHe TycToro
Mpaka, MEJIEHHO ITOBEPHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY MPEPBABLIET0O CTPAHHBIN pUTYas rocTsl, U OXOTHUK YBUIEI
Oye/IHOe JTUIIO — IIPEKPACHOE, KAK JIMK JIHbI, — HO B3IJIs1/1 HE3HAKOMKH ObUT IMKHUM U CHSUT O€3yMHBIM
OJ1eCKOM, UTO 3aBOpakMBaj M Myrana. Ho 3ToT He3BaHbIN rOCTh ObUI, B OTJIMYME OT MHOTUX, TBEP/
CEepIUEM, U HU OJVH €r0 MYCKYJ He IPOTHYJ M0J] IPUCTAIBbHBIM B3IVISAOM 3TUX KOJKHUX, XOJOIHBIX
1as.

— XMMM, HYy 3[0paBCTBYH, OXOTHHK... — TOHKHE TryObl TOBOpSIILIEH, YTO HABEPHsIKA ObLIa TON
camoi JlecHoit BeapbMoii, 0 KOTOpPO# BCE TOBOPSAT, Pa3beXaluCh B YXMbUIKE. — UTO ThI MILEIIIb 37€Ch?

Tor npomoryain.

— Yro xe el MOTuMIh? Vinu Gouiiibest MeHs1? — Purypa B YepHOM IUIaThe, CJIOBHO COTKAHHOM
U3 THICSIUM CJIOEB YEPHBIX MMAYTHH, Pa3BEPHYJIACh, ¥ OTHU CBETVISTUKOB, YTO OKPYKAJIU HOJISIHY CUSIIO-
IIIUM KOJILIIOM CBOETO BOJIIIEOHOTO CBETA, MOTYXJIM BMUT, OCTABUB KEHIIMHY B IOJTyMpaKe.

— 41 HuKoro He 60I10Ch, — OBICTPO OTBeTHII OXOTHUK, — MO0 HEKOTO MHE OOAThCS.

YcMexHyBIINMCH, JEBYILKA MTPOILIENTaa:
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— A crouso Obl. ..

— K10 THI1?

ToHkue YepHble OPOBU B3METHYJIUCH BBEPX:

— Kak? Tl pa3Be He Hacibiad 000 MHe? YUTo Xk, s pacckaxy tede, KTo 1.

Pe3nas crpena OXoTHMKa Bce ellle OCTaBalach HalpaBJieHa IPSMO B IPy/Ab HE3HAKOMKHU.

— 1 — camo Bpewms, u s xe — koHell Bpemenu. $1 — iirropm, U s e — okoi. f nato ku3Hb 1 Aai0
cMepThb. Moe nmst — Moprasa, 1 Tbl 3Haelllb 000 MHe, 51 BHXKY 9TO B TBOMX IJIa3ax.

Jlerennpl 0 BeibMe, UTO MpSiYETCs B IIyOMHE THX JIECOB, XOIWJIM CPEAU HAPOIOB COCENl-
Hux KoponeBcTB, nepesaBaeMble M3 YCT B yCTa Ha MPOTSUKEHUWHU COTeH JieT. VcTopun o BeTpevax
C HEH MepecKa3bIBAINCH IIENOTOM, — U3 CTpaxa MPHU3BaTh JyX BEAbMBI, U3 CTpaxa pasrHeBaTh ee
CBOMM HEYBa)KEeHHEM, — PACCKa3bIBAJIMICh HEBEPOSTHBIE UCTOPUH, U3PSIIHO TPUYKpAIlIeHHbIE CITyXaMU
Y CIJIETHSIMU; KICTOPUM 0 MopraHe, 4To yMeeT MOBEJIeBaTh ¥ BETPOM, U JIOK/IEM; O BEJIbME, UTO CTOJb
0e3yMHa 1 KeCTOKa, CKOJIb U TIPEKpacHa.

Beccriopno, nepen OxoTHUKOM Obli1a caMa MopraHa.

— Ormyctu cBOM JIyK, OXOTHUK, — IIPOrOBOPHMJIA OHA, — 51 HE IPUYMHIO Bpera. .. PaBHoMy cebe.

3acOMHEBABILKCH BCETO JIMIIb HA MUT, Hkaln mponsHec, MpoIokast LIETUThCS B AEBYIIIKY,
YTO yabIOATach My, CMOTPS UCTIOJIOObS:

— Ter 6e3ymHa, Th Opeaurib. S Tebe He poBHs. Tl — BeabMa, a 1 — BCETo JIMIIb YEJIOBEK,
0e3pO/IHBII OXOTHHK, CKUTAIOIIAICS T10 JIyraM M ropam. . .

— IlycTb THI cunTaenib ceOsi YeJTOBEeKOM, — MPOHUYHO Havyala BebMa, — HO Tebe JaHa BIacTb,
O KOTOpOH THl M HE Befaelib. S MOry NpHU3bIBaTh AYXOB MPUPOIBI, a Thl — JAPEBHUE OXOTHUYBU
MHCTHHKTBI, YTO TIPOCTOMY Y€JIOBEKY HEIOCTYIHBI. 1 MOTy JapuTh M OTHUMATh CYACThe M TOPE; ThI
MOXeIlb TO ke. TOBKO BOT 51 3HAI0 CBOIO MPUPOLLY, & ThI XKe... A Thl CBOEH ellle He OCO3HAEIIIb.

— 3amomuu! Thl He B cele.

— He cmeii yrpoxatb MHe, — 3ammunena Moprana, cziesiaB erie oqiuH 000pOT BOKPYT cedst ke
ee TeJlo CKPYTHJIOCh, TOI00OHO CTBOJTY AEpeBa, YTO PAcTeT KpUBO, Oorudasi HeyJoOHOe MPEeMsTCTBIE
Ha CBOeM IyTH. — $1 ckaxy Tebe JMIIb OIHO, OXOTHHK. .. Ta BiacTh, 4To IaHa Tede, craceT COTHH,
THICSTYM HEBUHHBIX JKM3HEN — U ellle MapouKy UCTUHHO BUHOBATHIX, — 3araJJOYHO YJIBIOHY/IACh OHA. —
OpnHaKo eciy Thl He TPU3HAEIIIb CBOH UCTHHOW MPUPO/HL. .. — PyKu BeJbMbl HaUaJIM Myraoie ObICTPO
YIUTMHSATHCS, A MAJTBLIBI CTAJIM MTPEBPAIIATHCS B Y3/I0BaThie BETKH, — €CJTM HE ITPUMEIIb CaMoro cedsl. . .
To Jien MOTYIIUT OTOHb, a MJIaMsl PACTOITUT JaXe camble BEUHbIE CHeTa.

Onemmm, OXOTHUK MEJIEHHO OITyCTHII JIYK, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN MPEBpPAIllEeHNEM BEIbMBI B CaMOe
HacTosIIIee JepeBo.

— Twl moxemb ciactu Koponesctso JIbaa u KoponesctBo [namenu, ecnu 3axouens. 1 nomy-
YyMIlb KOpPOHY. .. Kak korga-to TBOM otell nmoay4dui ee ot ceoero orua. I[Ipocro... Cnymai. ..

Teno BeabMBI OKaMeHesIo, MPEBPATUBIINCh B CTBOJ CTApPO CYXOW WBBI, PyKH OOpaTHJIHCH
B BETBH, a JIUIO CKPBUIOCH B PE3HBIX y30pax KOPHI.

OXOTHUK OIIEJOMJIEHHO B3Mpall Ha CTapoe, YepHelollee MoCcpeaArd TeMHOW IMOJSHbI KPUBOE
JepeBO, KOTOpOEe eIlle HECKOJbKO CEeKyHH Ha3zaa ObUIo KMBBIM uesoBekoM. IlocrosiB eme mapy
CeKyHJ — yOeMBIIMCh, YTo MopraHa MokuHysa 3Ty nonisHy, — Hipkamn 6pocuiicst mpoyb, crapasich
yOexkaTh OT 3TOro MPOKJISITOTO MECTa Kak MOJKHO CKOpee.
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I'naBa BTOpas

Ho Jlecnas Benpma Oblia XOTs M 3712, HO OTHIOAB He Oe3yMHa; OHa OblIa yMHA, HO BMECTe C TeM
Y XUTpa — OHa He cKazaja OXOTHHKY, TPOH Kakoro u3 KoponeBcTB okuaaeT ero B OyayIiem.

&k

VcriokoH BEKOB ps/IOM CyILECTBOBAJIM JBa APEBHUX KOPOJIEBCTBA: Ha ceBepe — KoponeBcTBo
JIbna u Xonoza, a Ha 1ore — KoponiectBo Orns u [Tnamenu.

OpnuH 3aMOK ObLT OEJTOCHEKEH U BBICOK; €0 TOHKHE OAIITHU BO3BBIIIAIMCH HAJl 3eMJIEH, TepsIsiCh
rae-To B oOnakax. ['paHuIeil CiyKuiu HENPUCTYIHbIE CTEHbl KPETOCTH, OTJIUThIE U3 CTEeKJIa U Bed-
Horo Jbaa. Peka Topmxkuiic, 4yTo mprKUManach CBOMM U3rMOOM TIOUTH K CAMBIM X PYCTaJIbHBIM CTe-
HaM, Bcerja ObUla MOKPBITa CHETOM — HHUKTO 3[eCch HUKoraa He Bujen ee Bog. Camo KoponeBcTBo
TEepSUIOCh BAAJIEKE, COKPHITOE HE TOJBKO BBICOKUMH CTEHAMH, HO U JISASHBIMA TyMaHaMH OOJIaKOB,
a TaK)Ke TEeMHBIMH, HEIIPOXOAMMBIMH JIECAMH, YTO KPOHAMH CKPBIBAIOT HEOO yke COTHU JieT. Baaneke
BU/IHEJIVICH JIMIIIb IIITAJIM OallleH 3aMKa, YTO TSHYJIUCh K HeOy M3-3a 3arOpOIIEHHBIX CHETOM XOJIMOB,
12 U3peJKa MOKHO ObLIO YBHIETh TOHKHE CTOJOBI CU30TO /IbIMA, YTO MOJHAMAETCS U3 TPYO KUJIbIX
XWKUH.

Ha npyroii ke cTtopoHe, 4yTh BocTOouHee, poctrpayioch KoponescrBo O6xkuratorero Ina-
Menu. Ero teppuropun 3aHUMasii OECKOHEUHBIE MYCTHIHHBIE JOJMHBI, YTO BPEMEHAMH CMEHSLIHChH
CyXoil Oe3KM3HEHHOU CTenblo; rpaHuiia OblTa Takxke oOO3HaueHa CTeHOH 3actaBbl. Ho 3Ta creHa
ObL1a CIIOkEHa YK€ He W30 JIbja, 4 U3 YePHBIX OOCHIMAHOBBIX KaMHel, koux Oblio B Koposesctee
B M30BITKE. 31ech, cCHapyxu KOkHbIX 3emMenb, He OO HU PeKH, HU IEPeBbEB, — JIUIIIb YepHbIe KOBa-
HblE BOPOTA, CJIMBAIOIIMECS C YEPHOW CTEHOM, J1a HEMOJaJIeKy Ilapa BOPOHOB KJIEBaJla CTapblid MOKeJI-
TEBIIIUNA Yeperl.

CesepHbiM KoponeBcTBOM mNpaBuila AWHACTHSL HACTOJIBKO APEBHSS, UTO JaKe CTapOKUIIbI
HE MOIJIU [IPUITOMHHUTB TOUHO €€ TPOUCXOKIEHH: OIHU TOBOPUJIM, UTO KOPOJIEBCKUI PO HAUMHAJICS
OT APYMIIOB, APYTHUE Ke — YTO MPAPOAUTEIISIMHU €ro ObUTH JTyUIlne U3 Mb(UIACKUX JIyYHUKOB,  HEKO-
TOpPBIE CUMTAJIM, YTO MPEAKAMHU HBIHEIIHETO MpaBuTesist Obuti caMu ApakoHbl. Kak Obl TO HU ObLIO,
B TOT roj npasui KoposieBcTBOM COBCEM ellle MOJIOION MYKUYMHA, CKOpee €Ille M BOBCE I0HOIIA, —
Hitc-Tarosmb: eOUHCTBEHHBIA U3 OCTABIIMXCS B XHBBIX IIOTOMKOB STOH BEJMKON ceMbr. OH OBLIT
cpenHUM chIHOM Kopossi Uiic-Xayka. «Xayk» Ha MECTHOM Hape4uu O3HAYANIO «sCTped» — UMEHHO
TaKoe UMs1 ObLIO JAHO TIPU POXKIEHUH OTITy Tarosjisi, 4To cTaj B CBOE BPeMs XOPOIIMM MPaBUTENIEM
Y TAJIAHTJIMBBIM BOEHAYAJIBHUKOM; HO TETIEPb BCSI BJIACTb NEpelIa K CPeIHEMY U3 TPEX €r0 ChIHOBEH,
€IMHCTBEHHOMY, UTO BbLKMII 1TocIe rojia JmHuoi Houw, v :ku3Hb CeBepsiH ¢ TeX MO NePeMEHNIIACh.

Taroa;mp ObUT UICTUHHBIM CBIHOM JIPEBHETO KOPOJIEBCKOro poaa. OH ObUT HE MPOCTO KPACUB,
HO IpeKpaceH — BHICOK U XOPOLLO CJI0KEH, YTO TOJIBKO MOAUYEPKUBAJIOCH JOPOTMMHU OfIEKJAMU U MHO-
’KECTBOM cepeOpsIHBIX IEPCTHEN Ha ero Majiblax; YepHbIe BOJIOCH MSTKO CUSLITH, Aejast Oeyio, CJIOBHO
CHET, KOXY MOJIOZIOTO KOPOJIsl ellie CBEeT/Iee, U B CBeTe OJIEKJIOr0 3MMHETO COJTHIIA CKBO3b BBIOIIIHECS
npsa MOONECKMBANIA JJIMHHAS JKeMUyKHasi cepbra ¢ KaMelIKOM TOpHOTrO Xpycrais. YepTsl smia
Taroa:1s1 6bUIM TOYHO OTIIUTHI U30 JIbJA M CTEKJIA, — TAK TOHKHU, XPYTKH ¥ 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIE-1/IeaTbHbI
B CBOEH YHUKAJIBHOW KpacoTe, — a Iia3a OTTOUEHO CBEpKasu, OyATO cepeOpsiHble KIMHKY.

ITOT KOPOJIb ObLT KUBBIM BorUtomeHueM CeBepa He TOJIbKO CHAPYKH, HO M U3HYTPHU: OH OKa-
3aJIcsl IIPAaBUTENIEM BECbMa PAaBHOAYIIHBIM U K caMuM kuTesiM KoposeBcTBa, ¥ K UX HACYIIHbIM
npobnemam. Kazanocs, Taroasns coBepiiieHHO He MHTEpeCyeT KU3Hb ero MoAganHbIX. [loroBapuBam,
YTO OOKHUTAIOLIANA XOJIOA A0Opascs KOraa-To IO CaMoro Cepiia, caesaB JISIsHbIM U €ro.

Kopons CeBepa He umen HACleIHUKOB. Y HEro He ObUIO JKeHBI (HM OIHA JEBYIIKa, Oyab TO
MPUHLECCA WIN MPOCTONIOAMHKA, HE CMOIVIa IOKOPUTh €r0), M PaBHOLYUIHbIA CKYYalOIUil B3IJIS]

9
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IpaBUTENsI BCEra ocTaBajics HemsMeHHbIM. Ho Oblna v y Hero ofHa cTpacTb — CTPacTh, BBI3BaH-
Hasl HEHABUCTBIO: Taroaip BceM cepueM HeHaBuzen coceqHee Koponesero FOra u ux HblHEIHero
MIPaBUTEJIs, CUUTASL €r0 JUKApeM, HEeJOCTOMHBIM BBICOKOTO 3BaHUs KOPOoJs. JJ0KHO ObITh, 9Ta Clie-
nast Henmpus3Hb nepejanack Tarosmo ot npenkos: Cesep u IOr u3naBHa Bpax/10Baiu, BeJIU BOMHY,
YTO JJIMJIACh BEKaMM, TO yTHXas, TO pasropasch ¢ HoBou cmiioil. Koposnp Xayk nobusicst BpemeH-
HOTO TIEPEMUpUSsI, 3aTHIIbsI — CIUIIIKOM MHOTO JIIOJIel MOruo/0 B MOCTEAHUX CPAXKEHUSX, 1 000MM
KoporneBcTBaM HYXHO ObLJIO BpeMs1, 4TOOBI XKU3Hb BEPHYJIaCh B MIPUBBIYHOE PYCIIO; ofiHAKO Tarosnb
HE HaMepeBaJICs TEPIIETh MEJIEHHO PACIIMPSIOIIEECs BIUSHUE CONIEPHUKOB, BBUKMAS JTUIIb [IOBOAA
pa3BsA3aTh BOMHY CHOBA.

&k

Hernacholi rpanuuenn Mexay aBymsl BpaxiyoumMu KoponeBctBamu cuutanack peka Top-
mxuic. CBoe Ha3BaHWeE OHA MOy uymia Grarogapsi JJereHie o ToM, YTo UMeHHO cTpesia Topa rnonoxuia
HayaJio HeCKOHYaeMoMy Oery ee Bofl. M ecim Ha ceBepe peka JOCTaTOYHO OIM3KO moaxoauia K Jleas-
HbIM BopoTtam, ocTaBasick CKOBaHHOM BEYHBIM MOPO30M, TO Ha I0re €€ pycJio IEPECOXJIO IaBHO, OCTa-
BUB JIMIIb HIMPOKYIO NIECYAHYIO KOJIEIO.

HimenHo 31ech, ocpeay ropsiuei MyCThIHY, T1e BMECTO 0A3MCOB ObLIH JIMIIL O€3)KU3HEHHBIE
CTeru, T7ie He pOCJIo HU OJIHO JIEPeBO, He MPOOerayio HA OMHO KUBOTHOE, U pacnionaraiach Kpernoctb
[Tnamenu. Ee uepHble KaMeHHBbIE CTEHBI BHIPACTATIM KakK OyATO MpsiMO U3-Tof 3eMid. Kamuu ObLn
[JIAJKUMHU U CyXUMMH, YTO [IeJIaJI0 TOBEPXHOCTh CTEHbl COBEPILEHHO HEMPUCTYITHOM, — CJIOBHO CaM
BETEp MOJUPOBAJ 3T CTEHbl COTHHU JIET, HE OCTAHABJIMBAsCh HU Ha JeHb. [lonactb BHYTph MOXXHO
ObLJIO JIMIIIb Yepe3 BHICOKHE TSIKeJble BOPOTA, TIIATEBHO OXpaHsIeMble M THEM, M HOUbIO — (paKeJbl
CTPa)XHUKOB HUKOT/IA He raciu. J[laxke B caMblid JKapKUii JISTHUM OJIIeHb OTOHbB SIPKO Topet B (pakesax
Ha KaXJI0U U3 BHICOKMX YEePHBIX OallleH.

Ecmu KoponesctBo JIbaa pacnonarajoch Ha Xoiamax U ckajiax, To KoponesctBo Orus mpo-
CTUPAJIOCh Ha POBHOM MOBEPXHOCTH OECKpaWHMX CTerel W IMyCThIHb. TOJNBKO MPEeoaosyieB I00pylo
COTHIO MUJIb, MOKHO OBLIIO Obl YBUIETH KOPOJIEBCKUI 3aMOK. OH ObLT IIMPOK ¥ HU30K. Beero nBa-tpu
9Taxka BHICOTY U HUKAKMX aKKYPATHBIX OAllleH C OCTPHIMU, TOHKMMH IIITUISIMHA — TOJILKO KBapaT-
HbIE CTYIEHYAThle TPUCTPOMKH CO BCEX CTOPOH, J1a 3y0UaThie CTEHbI C MAJICHbKIUMU, Y3KUMH LIETISIMU
peteryarsix OKoH. OpanxeBblil 3aMoK HO:xHOro KoponeBcrsa, NoCTpOEHHBIN U3 YKe BHITOPEBILIETO
Ha COJIHIIE KPaCHOTO KMPITUYa M YEPHOTO BYIKAHMYECKOro 0OcuIMaHa, Obljl, BO3MOXHO, HE TaK Kpa-
cuB, Kak 3aMok CeBepHBIii; HO OH OBUT U HE TaK MPOCT, KAKUM MOT TIOKA3aThCs Ha TMEPBbIA B3IJISII.
BHYTpU Hero cKpbIBaIMiCh MHOKECTBO TIOTAWHBIX KOMHAT M BUHTOBBIX JIECTHUII, OSCKOHEUHbBIE CEK-
pEeTHbIE KOPUIOPHI M TEMHbIE Oe3I0HHBIE TIOBAJIBI, YTO ObUIM Ky/a HaJIe)KHEe U MTPAKTHIHEE CTEKJISH-
HBIX CBOJYATHIX [TOTOJIKOB U BHICOKMX apOK... Bce TailHbl 3TOro 3aMKa 3HaJIM TOJIBKO YJIEHBI KOPOJIEB-
CKOM CEMbH, UTO 5KMJIA 3[IECh yke He ofHO aecsaTriierre. U ceronusammmum koposiem OrueHHoi 3emiu
OBLI UX MJIAILINHI [TOTOMOK — CaMBIH JKECTOKMIA U3 BCEX 3aBOEBATENIEN, YTO KOIA-JIMOO BUIBIBAJI 9TOT
CBET, CaMblii BOMHCTBEHHBII U3 BCEX MPEKHUX MpaButesieir, — bpana-Kespsais.

OpHoro 6eryioro B3rsAAa B €r0 CTOPOHY OBLIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI yraJlaTh ero MPONCXOK/Ie-
HUE — TEMHO-aJIble BOJIOCHI, KaK Y MaTepH, KOpoJIeBbl JlarepThl, U YepHble UCKPUCTBIE [J1a3a, TOUb-B-
TOYb Kak y orua, koposis bpana-Xopaka. B kaxaom yxe KpsgpBajib HOCHII IO HECKOJIBKO IIMPOKUX
METAJUIMYECKUX KOJIELl, a Ha MPaBOW pyKe ero ¢ caMoi paHHE! I0HOCTU LIBEJIM BUTUEBATBIE YEPHbIE
y30pbl, YTO PACMO3IMCh 10 CaMbIX NaJIblieB. [JIMHHBIN TSKEbIM 1AL HA IIMPOKUX IJIeYax U TOJI-
cTasi 30J10Tasl LieMb Ha TPyJ ¢ MEJAJbOHOM W3 JParolieHHOro pyOMHA — CHMMBOJIOM KOPOJIEBCKOW
BJIACTU — HE OCTABJISJIM HUKAKUX COMHEHUI B TOM, KEM SIBJISIETCS 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

VY KespBasis, B ommure ot Taroans, Opula skeHa v ObLTM JIeTH — XOTS caM Koposb FOxHOro
KoporneBcTBa ObLT elie MoYTH Tak ke MOJIOA, KaK U eJjBa BCTYNUBIIMI B COBepIleHHOoNeTHe Taro-
anmb. KoposneBa Mapna u aBoe cbiHOBeH, OnusHerisl Opm 1 Opmapp — ceMbsi, IPOCYIIeCTBOBABIIIAS
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MeHbITIe, YeM BCEro JIMIIb OJHO JIeTo; MapHa 1 00a ee ChiHa OBUTH KECTOKO YOUTHI BO BpeMsI OJJHOTO
Y3 TOPOJICKUX BOCCTaHUH. Pa3rHeBaHHasi HECKOHUAEMOW BOMHOUN M HUIIETOU TOJIA MOMPOCTY pac-
Tep3aia ux. Kesipasb B Ty MOpy Kak pa3 TOJIBKO MOKUHYII IpeJiesibl cBoero KoposneBcTBa, HamepeBa-
sICh 3aBOEBATh eIlle OHO KOueBoe IieMsl, nopome/niee kK OxHbpM 3eMIsaM CITUIIKOM OJT3KO; Bep-
HYBIIVCh C OUEPETHOTO CPaKEHUSI KHMBBIM, OH He HallleJl ioMa cBoel ceMbr. C TeX Top KOpoJib ObLI
OJIMHOK, W CEp/ILIe ero 0KeCTOUMIIOCh: TIOC/Ie TAKOTO MPeJaTe/IbCTBa CBOUX IMOJJIAHHBIX OH TepecTal
MIPUCITYIIUBATHCS K UX MPOChOaM, kajodam U MoJIbOaM: HAJIOTH B3JIeTe ! J10 HeOec, KakIblil B3poc-
JIBIA MY)XYMHA ObUT MPHU3BaH Ha CITyXOy, a BCAYeCcKask TOProBJIs — Jake ¢ HeUTpaTbHBIMHU TOCYAAp-
CTBaMH — Pe3KO IMpeKpalreHa.

KsbsipBauib cocpeioTouunsi Bce CBoe BHUMAHUE U BCE CBOM CHJIbI Ha BOWHE ¢ HeHaBUCTHBIM CeBe-
pom. Cromsio kopomo FOxHoro Koponescrsa momymars o Tarosne — u B riiyOuHe O€3/I0HHBIX Yep-
HBIX IJ1a3 HAYMHAJIO BOJTHOBAThLCS 11esioe Mope THeBa. KbsipBasib cuntan Taroanst caMOBITIOOICHHBIM
Y BBICOKOMEPHBIM, Oe3/IapHBIM MTPaBUTEJIEM, HECTIOCOOHBIM BECTH BOUMHY. A UCKYCCTBO BOMHBI Kbsip-
BaJIb LICHUJI OOJIBIIIE BCETO.

O0a IpOTUBHUKA JIMIIIb BBIKUAATH MTOBOJIA HAYaTh HOBOE CpakeHHe, He 3a00TsICh O TOM XPyII-
KOM PaBHOBECHM MEKIy JIByMs Bpakaylomumu KoponeBcTBaMu, YTO C TAKMM TPYJOM YCTaHOBUIIU
WX OTIIBL.

Tarosnb 1 Kesippasib ObUTM OMTUHAKOBO MOJIOIBI U aMOUITMO3HBI; U, XOTSI Cy/IObI MX TaK Pa3HU-
JIMCh, CHJIBI ¥ OTBIT MX ObUTH paBHBl. OgHako CeBep ObUI CIMIIIKOM XOJIOZIEH U paBHOAYIIEH, a IO0r —
CJTUIIIKOM TOPSY M HeTeprie/ivB. VI UMEHHO 3TO CTOJKHOBEHHE JIByX IMPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOCTEH, CTONb
IOHBIX 1 O€3pacCy/IHBIX, MPUBEJIO K HOBOMY BUTKY B 9TOM MHOTOJIETHEH BOWMHE, YTO FOpOKaHe 000UX
KoponeBcTB ObICTpO OKpecTriu snoxoii JIvoa u [Lramenu.

&k

Tem Bpemenem, OXOTHHK TOCIIEITHO CITYCKAJICS CO CKaJIbl, IIEPENphITMBasi KAMHU U TIOBaJICH-
HbIe CTBOJIBI JiepeBbeB. OH He uctyraics JlecHoit Beabmbl, BOBce HET, — CTOJb TOpsiueMy U XpadpomMy
cepily cTpax ObUT HEBEIOM, — HO 3aJIep’KMBAThCsl HA STUX MPOKJIATHIX 3eMJISIX OBLIO OMAacHO.

CrpanHble croBa, cKazaHHble MOpraHoii, mpopouariie 6e3poIHOMY CTPAaHHUKY CJIaBy U KOPO-
JIEBCKUH TUTYJI, Ka3aJIUCh HACTOJILKO HEBEPOSITHBIMU, UYTO HUKAK KPOMe Kak Oe3yMHBIM OpeioM HX
Ha3Barh ObUIO HeMb3sl. [loatomy, crowno mmmb nepeceus Hmxamry CeBepHble [JomuHbL, 4TO Tak
6m3ku k CeBepHoii CTeHe, 1 YCTPeMUThCS K 3anajay, Kak OXOTHHUK CKOPO 103a0buUT 00 3TOM BCTpeve.
Emy npencrosiio niepeiitu peky Topmxkuiic u 000rHYTh TOpHBINA Kpsik CUHAPH, — IPEeBHUE OTBECHbIC
CKaJTbl, TOKPBITBIE BEYHBIM CHETOM, JaJIbllle KOTOPBIX ellle He CMOT MPONTH HU OfIMH uesioBeK. bene-
IOIIMEe BEPXYIIKH, UCKPSIIMECs Ha COMHIE OpPHMIUTMAHTOBOM MbUIBIO, 3aMETHBI M3JaIeKa — UX MOKHO
ObLIIO PaCCMOTPETh ke OTCIoNA, eCiM 3a0paThCsl HA XOJIM TIOBBIIIE U XOPOIIEHHKO BCMOTPETHCS
B ropu3oHT. Ho, HecMoTpst Ha To, uto Hpkaty mpeacTosiio npeogoieTb BecbMa TPYJHbIN MyTh, OH
BOBCe 00 3TOM He OeCIOKOUJICS — 32 BCIO CBOIO HEJONTYIO KU3Hb OXOTHHUKY MPUXOIMIOCH OPOAUTD
110 MHOTUM JIecaM U JOJIMHAM; TI03TOMY He Myrajiil ero HU KPYThle TIOJbEMbI, HU XOJIOJHbIE BETPHI,
HU UKW XUITHUKH.

&k

B I0xH0M KoposnieBcTBe OrpoMHOE COJTHIIE TOAHMMAIOCh HaJl ITYCTHIHHBIMU 3€MJISIMH, HEYMO-
JIMMO NPUOIMAKASCh K CBOEMY 3€HUTY. Bn3miics nonieHs; )KU3Hb Ha TOPOJCKON IUIOIAIM KUIIea,
13 MHOXECTBA PEMECIICHHBIX JIABOK U Ky3HHI] JOHOCHJIUCH 3BOHKHUE Yapbl MOJIOTOB U IIUIIEHUE Pac-
KaJICHHOTO MeTaJla, OIYIIEHHOTO B CTY/AEHYIO BOIY. Y3KHe NEeTISIOUE YIUIbl ropojia MOXOANIN
Ha MypaBeWHUK, YCESIHHbIE pa3HOIIEPCTHOM TOMMOW. ATMOc(epa ke KOPOJEBCKOro JBOpLA B 3TOT

JeHb MaJo YeM OTJIMYaach OT arMOc(epbl STUX HIYMHBIX YJIMIl — CIyTH Oeraju 1mo KOpUmopam,
11
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MUHHUCTPBI OBICTPO MEPEroBapyuBaIMCh, HE OCTAHABIMBASICH HU HA MUHYTY, IIPOAOJIKAs MPOBEPSTH
OJIVH 3aJ1 3a JIpyruM, cOMBasich C HOr. Bcemy BUHOUM OBUT HE COBCeM OOBIYHBIA MHIUACHT — STUM
yYTPOM HHMKTO HE MOT' HAiiTH CaMoro KOpoisl.

— Bot Hattum? Bt Bunenn? Hy uro? Hanum? ['ne on? — Chbliaamch MOBCIOAy 00eCOKOSHHbIE
rosioca. Ho BMecTo OTBETOB MOAJaHHBIE JIMIIIb PA3BOAWIM PyKaMH JIpYyT Mepel IPyroM.

He nmpoBepeHHBIM 0CTaBaIOCh JIMIIH OJHO MECTO — IPEBHUE TIO3EMHbIE KaTaKOMOBI 110f] 3aM-
KoM. BeposTHO, KOoposib HaxoguTcsl TaM. .. Ho HU oiMH 4yesloBeK He Kejajl CIyCKaThCsl B XOIOJHYIO
TEMHOTY, JJa’ke Ha CaMble TIepPBbIE SPYCHI MTOABAJIOB: BCEM OBUIM XOPOIIIO U3BECTHBI PACCKA3bl O HEKOEM
JPEBHEM UYJIOBHIIE, YTO KUBET B ITTyOMHE, U BEKAMU CITYKUT KOPOJIEBCKOI ceMmbe. KoHeuHo, Takue
UCTOpUU OOJIbIIE TIOXOIVJIN HA CyeBepHbIE CIUIETHH, BBIIyMaHHBIE CO CKYKHM HETPAaMOTHBIMH KyXap-
KaMU; OJHAKO MPOBEPSATHh JTIOCTOBEPHOCTh ITUX POCCKA3HEW Ha CBOed COOCTBEHHOW IKype HUKTO
HE KeJiaJl.

OnvH U3 MUHUCTPOB CIEIHO 3aIJISIHYJI B 3271 3aCe/laHUiA; MEJIbKOM OCMOTPEB ITyCTEIOIINE CTY-
JIbsl, OH KPUKHYJI KOMY-TO B KOPUAOD:

— Tyt To)e Her!

— Koro ner?

OT HEOXUJAHHOTO OTBETA MUHUCTP IMOAINPHITHYJI HA MECTE; UCIIYTaHHO 3ariIsiHyB B ABEPHON
IIPOEM ellle pa3, OH YBUJIEJ, YTO Ha IIO30JI04EHHOM TPOHE BOCCEAAET CaM KOpOJIb, U C XMTPOH yCMell-
KOI CMOTpPHUT Ha NOKA3aBLIYIOCS U3-3a JBEPEN r0JI0BY MUHHUCTpA.

— Bame... Ox, npocture... Mbl Bac... Mbl He Moriu Bac Hurjae Hantu! — [oxunoi Myx4ynHa
B YEPHOM, PACIIMTOM 30JI0TOM KaM30Jie BOLIEJ B 31 U BUHOBATO MOKJIOHUJICS, HEYKJII0KE N30THYB
KOJIEHU.

— $1 6b1 3nech, Banbrapn, — Bckunyn O0poBu Bpana-Kespeaib. — JJomKHO OBITh, BB IPOCTO
MeH$ He 3aMeTWIH. 51 Bce yTpo MpoOBeJ 3/1ECh.

B 3ane Borapuiace HenoBkasi TuivHa. O6a — u Kesippasib, u Basibrap — moHumanm, 4to cjoBa
9TH JUKUBBL: 3aJ1 3aceJaHUid TPOBEPUJIM TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM, a [TOCIIE TPOBEPSIIN HE €MHOK/Ibl, U KOPOJIs
Ha CBOEM 3aKOHHOM MecTe He Obl10. OJHaKo, pa3 TakoBa BOJISI ITPABUTES, TO HAJO el HaJo CIeao-
BaTh, pelil Basbrapa, 1 moToMy cKasall, MeJKHYB KabnyKaMu:

— IIpocrute, Bame BenuyectBo, Bripeap OyaeM BHUMATETbHEE.

— Crymnait, — yxmbuUibHYJIC KbsipBasisb.

Korna Tsxesnble 1BepH ¢ IITyXUM 3ByKOM 3aXJIONHYJIMCh, U TOMEIIIEHNE BHOBb OKYyTaJla THIIMHA,
kopoub FOxuOro KoponescTsa riyOoko B3I0XHYI, OMYCTUB B3IJIs] HA MIAXMaTHBI KAMEHHBIH 0.
Koneuno e, KpsipBasist paHee 371ecb He ObUIO — OH BOIIIEJ JIMIITh HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I Ha3a[l, BOCIOJb-
30BaBIIKCh TOTAHBIM MTPOXOJOM, 3aMACKMPOBAHHBIM I10J] OOJIBIIYI0 KAPTHHY B YIIIy. DTUM yTPOM
MIOTOMOK KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMBU TMOCEIIA HUKHUE ITAXKU MTOJ3EMEJIbsl — CaMble TEMHBIE U CaMble CTa-
poie. ITpoxoz Tyza 3HaJT TOJIBKO OH O/IMH, TIO3TOMY, /IaKe €CJIU KTO-TO U3 MOIAHHBIX ¥ OTBAXKUJICS Obl
CITyCTUTBCSl BHU3, TO HE HAaIes Obl pOBHBIM cueToM Huuero. CriepBa MOHAA00MIOCh Obl OTHICKATD
B TEMHBIX KOPHJIOPAaX HE OIMH CKPBITHIM pbluar 1 MUHOBATh HE OJVH TaWHBIA MEpexojl, YTOObl OKa-
3aThCs MPeJ HY)KHBIM CITyCKOM. .. COTHU METPOB BUHTOBBIX JIECTHULI, KPYYEHBIMHU JIEHTAMU CBUCA-
IOLMX BO MpaKe, — U 0], HOTaMU OKAa3bIBA€TCs YepHasl 3eMJIsl; IOHAYasly 3/1€Ch HUYEro He BUIHO
1 He CJIBILIHO, TOJIBKO 3aTXJIbIid CBIPOM BO3yX OTPAaBJISET IbIXaHUE U €/1Ba OLyTUMOE TEILIO MOA3EM-
HOW MarMbl MOJHUMAETCSI BBEPX TOHKMMHU CTPyHKaMM ceporo napa us-noz Hor. Ho, npurisaeBmuce,
Bbl 3aMETUTE apKy KOBaHBIX BOPOT. U, eciim cMoskeTe MUHOBATh €€ — a 3TO IO CUILY JIMIIIb [TPUHILY
KOPOJIEBCKOI KPOBH — TO YBUJIUTE TOJICTHIE, PAKaBbl€ IPYThsl BBICOKOM KJIETKHU. . .

Bo3morkHO, siereHpl 00 yKacHOM MOHCTpE, uTo npsuyT Koposu FOra mox 3emuieii Ha npoTsi-
’KEHUM MHOTHX TMOKOJIEHHI, O0JIee MPaBIyBhl, YeM MOKHO ObLIO ObI TOAYMAaTb.
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&k

ITo apyryio cropony Topmxkuica, 3a OCTEKJICHEBIIEH JeASHON CTEHOMW, apul OOBIYHBINA /IS
3TUX MecCT MokKoi. Hukakoro BoJHEHUS WM myMma 34€Cb OTPOAACH HE 6I)IBEUIO — JINIIb 3BEHAIAsA
MOpO3Hasi TULIIMHA, HEMBIE CKaJIbl [Jd BHICOKME CTOJIETHHE COCHBI, YXOISAIIME BEPXYILKAMU B CUHIOIO
BBICb, — TAKUM BCE OCTaBaJIOCh U CETOMIHSI.

[Tox cBomUaTEIMU MOTOJIKAMM KOPOJIEBCKUX 3aJI0B KWJla THILMHA, Hapyllaemas [Opoy JIMIIb
TUXUMM HIaramu CJIyr, Ja lIeHUEM pEAKUX MNTUL, NPUJICTAIOIUX MHOrJda K BBICOKMM OKHaM AOBOpIA.
Kopomnb CeBepa oTnpaBuiicsi Ha IPUBBIYHYI0 KOHHYIO MPOT'YJIKY, U €Ie He BO3BpALAJICs; T03TOMY
CJIYTY MOTJI HEMHOT'O pacciiadUThCs U OTJOXHYTh OT CBOMX HECKOHYAEMBbIX 3200T.

Tem BpemeHeM Tarossb 0CTaHOBUII CBOIO JIOIIAAb Y MIOKATOrO ciycka. Mépaias 3emiis, yCTJIaH-
Hasl MJIOTHBIM CHEXXHBIM MOKPBHIBAIOM, M3rH0AJIach 3716Ch KHU3Y, KaK CMSTOE MOJIOTHO; U3-TIO]I CHera
MIPOCTYNAJ CJIOH 3€JIeHOr0 MXa, ¥ TI0YBa, MOI0OHO BOJIOMALY, CITycKasach K jensHoMy CeBepHOMY
Mopio, muientymemycs aajeko BHU3Yy. [lapa BcalHUKOB KOpPOJIEBCKOM OXpaHbl OCTAHOBUJIACH HETIO-
JaJIeKy, He pelasch HapyIIUTh 3aJyMUYuBble pasmbliiuieHusa Ero Beanyecrsa.

Taroamp Me[[IeHHO BIOXHYJT XOJIOAHBIM BO3YX, OKMHYB B3IJISIIOM OeCKpaiiHie MOPCKHE JIaJu,
MIPOCTHPAIOILIMECS JI0 CAMOro TOpU30HTA. YepHast KOpoJieBcKas JIola/ib, YTO NOHAYaly 3aBOJTHOBA-
J1ach, TeTepb, HAKOHEIl, YCIIOKOMJIACh 1 3aMepJia, BHITYCKasi U3 HO3pel Kiyosl napa. Koposns oout
yTPEHHHUE MPOTYJIKU BEPXOM, M YaCTO ObIBAJI 3[IECh; HO CErO/IHSI 9TO MECTO Ka3anoch MHbIM. Kak Oyaro
YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE UyBCTBOBAJIOCH OTKYAA-TO M3JaJieKa, Kak OyJTO CHOKOWHAsI THUINMHA TPUPOIbI
CTaJla CerofHs yrpokalolie pe3Koi, a MOPCKUE BOJIHBI, C CHJION OBbIOIIMECs O TIOJHOXKKE CKajl, CBOUM
IJIECKOM IBITAJIMCh CKa3aTh YTO-TO.

«[lokoii — Kak mpenocTepexenue. .. 3aTuibe nepes Oypei?» — qyman Taroasib, BHUMATEIBHO
ocMaTpuBasi CBOU BJIaZICHUA, BCIYHIMBAACH B T'OJIOC IIPHUPOILI. XOJIOIIH])IG MOPBIBLI TPEIIAIN €TI0 Yep-
Hble OJIeCTSINME JIOKOHBI, UTpast C JUIMHHOW cepeOpsSHOM IIETIOYKOM, CITyCKAIoIIehcs ¢ yXa; BeTep
niepeOrpa 6eTOCHEKHBIA MeX Ha KaITIOIIIOHE MaHTHH, a TYCKJIOEe 3MMHEe COJIHIIEe 03apsulo IJTMHHBIE
pecautbl Taroansa, npoOyskaasi CHHUE MCKPUCTBIE BCIIONOXM B ITyOMHE ero TeMHbIX Ina3. Cesep-
Had Iprupoaa 6I)UIa IMPEKpAaCHA, XOTA U YKACHO KCCTOKA; HE JaBad MOolIaabl HUKOMY U HUYEMY, OHa
3aMOpakMBaja cCaMylo ropsiuyio KpOBb M BbIpbIBAJIa CBOMMM JIEASHBIMU NAJIbLIAMU TIOCJIE/IHEE TETLIIO
13 yesoBeueckux cepaell. CeBep He 111 HUKOTO, 3TO BEPHO; OH BCErja OCTaBaJICS AWK U CBOEHpa-
BE€H, ¥ TIOKOPSUICS JIMIIb CBOEMY KOPOJIO, — €TUHCTBEHHOMY YeJIOBEKY, CIIOCOOHOMY COTIEpHUYATh
C 9TOH CTUXMEH, eTUHCTBEHHOMY B MHpE KMBOMY CYIIECTBY, Ube Cepiiie ObLIO XOJIOHEe ITUX BEU-
HBbIX JIBAOB.

— I'psaner 6ypst, — Taroanb pa3BepHyJ KOHsI, U YCTPEMIICS K OKHMIAIOLIMM €ro IBYM BCaJHU-
kaMm. — ['oToBBTECH K OUTBE.

&k

Korna Taroans gymaer o KespBasie, CeBepHblii 3aMOK MOKpbIBaeTcs cHerom. V3HyTpu. Bee
riepuJia JIECTHUI] UM YCHITIaHbl B HOYM. Tarossb Jaymaer, 4To, ObITh MOXET, 3psi OH TaK HEHABUJIUT
Cesep. .. HenaBuaur, naxe He 3Has — He oObiBaB Ha lOxHO# CTOpOHE HY pa3y, M HU pa3y He YBUIEB
HU [J1a3 Kopodis ¥Ora, HU ycbllnaB ero rojoca.

Taroanb 3HaeT, 4to oHu ¢ bpana-KesipBajgeM mouTH poBECHUKH, 00a OJMHAKOBO MOJIObI
Y HaBepHsIKa 002 OJJMHAKOBO HAITyTaHbl CBAJIMBIICHCS HA HUX BJIACTHIO M OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO 32 I1eJ10e
KoponesctBo. Ho Takke oHM 00a — UCTHHHBIE CHIHBI CBOMX OTIOB. Te HeHaBHUIEIH APYT Apyra Bcem
CepIlUeM, Be/lr BOWHBI Ha TPOTS:KeHMU MHOTUX JieT. Ho ceronns Taroanb, Kak 1 MHOTHE JIHU paHee,
Pa3MBIILISAT O TOM, 4TO, ObITh MOXeT, CeBep u FOr He Takue yx u pasusie? [Mogmannsie KOxHOrO

KoponeBctBa HeHaBuasaT KbsipBasis 3a ero HeolpaBaaHHYI0, HEOOBSICHUMYIO JKeCTOKOCTh — a TIO[-
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nanHble CesepHoro KoponeBcTBa HEHABUAUT CBOETO KOpoJis 3a ero xonogHoctb. Cembst KbsipBass
MEpPTBa, KaK U ceMbs Tarosjs; 10xaHe TOJIbKO U AEJIAI0T, YTO IBITAIOTCS BBUKUTD B YCIOBUSX KECTO-
KO, XTy4el MyCThIHU, CPEIN HEBOOOPA3UMO 3aIlpeie/IbHbIX HAJIOTOB M TIOCTOSIHHBIX COOPOB HA Oue-
peaHoe CpakeHHe; CeBepsHe 3aMep3al0T B TAaKOH ke Oe3/1yIIHOW MyCThIHE, TOJbKO yXKe JIeASTHOU —
COJIHILIE 3/1€Ch HE I'PEET, )KUBOTHBIE U IITULIBI JABHBIM-JABHO [TOKMHYJIA 9T MECTA, ECTh TOJIBKO CKO-
BaHHbIE MOPO30M JEPEBbsSI — U CKOBAHHBIN JIBIOM B CTaJIbHYIO Lielb TOPIKUIIC Y CAMOM I'PaHMIIbI
KoponesctBa. ['oBopAT, Kpsipasib NIpsAYET 4yIOBUIIE B IOABAJAX CBOETO 3aMKa. .. Tarossb xe nps-
YeT Bce 3T CBoM pa3mbliilieHus o I0re, Ha moasx ocTaBasich NO-NpekKHEMY PaBHOLYIIIHBIM K UyKHUM
6e/1am, 1 Pe3pUTENIbHO KPUBS TyObl TIPY OJHOM JIMIIIb YIIOMHUHAHUM poaa BpaHios.

— Bame BenmuectBo, He M3BOJIBTE BHIXOAUTH B KOPUIOPHI, BCE 3aBAJIEHO CHETOM. Bee jiecTHUIBI
BO JibAY... MBI yOupaeM, HO TIOKa He YCIIeBaeM; C MOTOJKA CHINET HbIHYE MyIIe OOBIYHOTO.

— Ja-na, cmacu6o, — otBeuyaet Taroanb ciyre, 1axe He 0OSPHYBIIIHCH.

N, xak TONBKO TAXKENast JEPEeBAHHASA IBEPb, PACIIMCAaHHASA TOHKUMHU y30paMH, 3aXJI0NbIBAETCS,
Tarosp omyckaeT cBOW B3IVISJ HA CBUTOK, YTO PACKPBIT HAa CTOJIE; MMCbMO, KOTOPOE CTOJIbKO THEW
OCTaeTcsi HCOKOHYEHHBIM, I KOTOPOE CTOJIBKO pa3 ObIO CMSTO M BBHIOPOIIEHO MPOYb — U HAYATO
Ha CJIe/lyIONIi ke IeHb CHOBA... OHO Moxoske OOJblIe Ha OTYasTHHBIN, JKaJIKUI 30B 0 Mupe. [{nmH-
Hasi, BUTHEBATas B3b PACKOCHIX CTPOK, OOPHIBAIOIIMXCS OYATO HA MOJTYCIOBE, TIOKPHIBAETCSI MHEEM,
crouT Taroamo Juib cecTh U MPOOEKATHCS I1a3aMU 110 TIOBEPXHOCTH OEJIOro CBUTKA; TEPO MPHJIH-
TMAeT K MIAJKOU OJie/IeHEeBIIeN MOBEPXHOCTH MUChMa, MOKPHIBIIEHCS MHEEM 32 CEKYH/IbI.

«A, Hiic-Tazosnw, kopoav Cegepruvix Hoaun, enacmumensv Bekogvix Jleosinvix I'op u Xozsun
Ceseprozo Mopsi, npussieéaro Bac, Bpano-Kespeanws, E2o0 Beauuecmso Kopoawv FOza, Xozsun [Lramenu,
Toseaumenw [loozemnvix Teneli, npunsamo moe npueaauienue — s npuzaawiaio Bac na écmpeuy, s
evizvlearo Bac Ha ouanoe o 603moxcHoM nepemupuu. Bo ums scusnu noodarnvix oooux nawux Kopo-
sneecme. A He xouy eotinel. M nocemy npeonazaro 6am 6Cmpemumucs Ha HeUmpanbHou meppumopui
U 06cyOUms Haw UHMeEPeCcvl U Haue NONONCEHUE.

C nemepneruem 6yody xHcoamo 8auiezo omeemd.

C yeadxcenuem, Hiic-Tazosnw,...»

Ho B mbIcsax Taroans npoOeraet BAPYT: «AX, Kak Heseno! [1paBo, 3TO CIMIIKOM TIIyTo 3BY-
4uT. .. Jlydnie npeapayImux MOMX IONBITOK, HO BCE ke... Ho BCE ke HeT. I HuKoraa He OTOLLTIo 3TO
MUCHMO, HUKOT/IA He 3aKOHYY ero. Cripsidy Mojabiile OT JTIOOOMBITHBIX IJ1a3, U TOJBKO».

...Ilo Houam okHa B criajbHe Taroa/s OMyTHIBAeT IJIOTHBIM CJIOM MOPO3HBIX Y30pOB, ILIEKU
KOPOJISL IOKPBIBAIOTCSA MHEEM, 4 HA PECHULIAX €r0 Pa3pacTalioTCsl OCTpble CHEKUHKU. «Eciam 3anep-
KaTbCS B CBOMX CHAX €IlE HAa KAKOEe-TO BPEMsl, TO 3TU BETBUCTHIE Y30PbI PACIION3YTCA 10 KOXKE, CTH-
HYB BEKH...» — U Tarossb, pe3ko pacrnaxHyB OlecTsIIMe UCCHUHSI-YEPHbIE I71a3a, MOAOATY CMOTPUT
niepes; coO0ii B TEMHBIN CBOUATHIH MIOTOJIOK, COBCEM He UyBCTBYs X0mmoAa. Ero yepHbie OpoBH ycesiHbI
OCKOJIKAMM T€X CAMbIX CHEKMHOK, YTO 3allyTAIVCh B JJIMHHBIX ILEJIKOBbIX PECHULIAX.

A nocrie 1oHbI ipaBuTesb CeBepHoro KoponescTBa nopHMMaeTcs ¢ KpoBaTH, U, MbITASICh YCIIO-
KOUTh CBOE COMBUMBOE JIbIXaHUE, CITYCKAETCsI B KOPOJIEBCKHIA Cajl, IJie Toj] OeIbIM CBETOM JIYHBI ITPO-
BOJUT BECh OCTAaTOK HOUM, 3alyMUMBO BIVISABIBASCH B U3MOPO3b Ha MOBEPXHOCTU 3aCTHIBLIETO (DOH-
TaHa.

&k

ITo Houam KpsipBans vacto mydanu Oe3yMHBIE CHBI, U B TaKMe HOYM JIyHA HaJ 3eMJISMU
IOxHOro KoponeBcTBa nmproOpeTasna O1EKIIbIA KpaCHOBATBIA OTTEHOK. JOMAThIN MO KOPOJIEBCKOM
CITaJIbHU TMOTPECKUBAJI, CJIOBHO B OIHE; KOHYUKU ITAJILLICB KL}IPBEUIH IMMPOXUTAJIN ITPOCTBLIHU, a C Fy6
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KOpOJIsI TO U JEJI0 CPhIBAJIMCh €[1Ba pa3IMYMMble CJIOBA, CMBICJ KOTOPBIX TEpsICs, pacChlasiCh
B TUIIIMHE KOMHATHI.

KbspBanb npoceinancs, TSKeJ0 Ablia, U MPUITOJHUMAJICS Ha JIOKTSIX, B3BOJIHOBAHHO BIVISI/IbI-
BasiCh B MOJyMpaK KOpOJIEBCKOW crajibHU. Ero mmpokas rpyap OkasplBajaach MOKpPbITa KPYIMHBIMU
KaruisiMHU, CJIOBHO CJIE/IaMH TIOIeTyeB yTPEHHEH pochl, a Ha JI0y mpocTynana ucnapuHa. Boga B cra-
KaHe Ha MPUKPOBATHOM CTOJIMKE KaX[blii pa3 Oypiuiia, 3aKumasi, a MepCTHU Ha najbiax Kespas,
YTO MAaTOBO CHSIIOT B IIPUITYIIIEHHOM CBEYHOM OTHE, OTHOTEBAJIM U3HYTPU. .. DTO BCE ero 6e3yMHbIe
CHBI — CHBI O HEBO3MOKHO-0€JTbIX pyKax, KOTOPBIX KOoposib FOra HuKoraa He BUIEN Ipekae, HOIyHOu-
Hbl€ BUJIECHUS O JIEASIHOM XOJIOZE, YTO 3aCTaBJISIIOT MOKPBIBATHCS TOPSIUYI0 OTO CHA CIIMHY T'YCHUHOW
koxer. KpspBanb HuKorga He 3Hai1 Taroasis, BelydyeH JIMIIb HEHaBUAETh €r0 — €ro, U BCE, YTO MpH-
HAJVIE)KUT €MY; HO €CTh B MBICIIIX KbspBasist MOTa€HHBIE YTOJIKH, TIe HEM3BECTHBIN 00pa3 TaJIeKoro
3aKJIATOTO Bpara OKMBaeT KakAylo HOUb BO CHaX, MPEBPAIIasiCh B HaBS3UMBbIE KOMIMAaphl. OOBIYHO
T0C/Ie HUX 3aCHYTb yXke He Mojydaercs, U notomy KesipBasib BCTaeT ¢ KpoBaTH, U, HAKUHYB pacilu-
THIA 30JI0TOM MYPITYPHBIN XasaT, OTHPABIISETCS B OYEPEAHON pa3 OpoauTh MO OECKOHEYHBIM KOpPH-
J0paM CBOETo 3aMKa, OcBelast cede MyTh TPenenymM riaMmeHeM akena.

W 6poauT 110 10:KHOMY 3aMKY, 110 ero OeCKOHEUHBIM Kopuaopam. .. U pazmbinuiser o CeBepe —
1 0 €r0 XO35IMHE, O YeJIOBEKE, KOTOPOTO HEHABUAUT C CAMOI'0 CBOETO POK/IEHH 1, HO KOTOPOTr'O HUKOI/AA
HE BUJEJ MPEeXEe AaXe Ha IOpTpeTax.

«Taroasnp — JIUIIb 32aHOCUMBBIN MIOTOMOK apUCTOKPAaTOB, yTo npaBAT CeBepoM. HukTo 1o cytu
cBoell. JIunib cblH cBOMX OTLOB?.. TPyC/IUBBII OTOMOK 3/1b(POB, YTO MPSYETCS 32 OCTEKJICHEBLIEH
cTeHol xonoaHbix OeperoB Topmkuica. Mot oter| youin MHOTMX TBOMX TOAJAHHBIX. A ... MHE 3TO
elie MpesICTouT, s aymato. U 51 caenato Bee 1711 Toro, 4toOsl crepers CeBepHoe KoposneBceTBo ¢ smiia
3EMJIN».

OpnHako 3TO He eAMHCTBEHHbIE MBICH, 4TO 3aHMMaloT KbsipBass 6eccoHHbiMUM Houamu. OH
YMEH, XOT$I ¥ IPOBOAMJT B OMOIMOTEKaX HE TAK MHOTO BPEMEHH, KaK CJISI0BAJIO Obl, — OH Pa3MBIIILISET
O BPEMEHHU, U €ro yIMBUTEJIbHBIX UyJecax.

«MBplI 3HaeM MpoIIIoe, ¥ 3HaeM HacTosiIee; HO KakoBo Haitle Oyayiiee? KTo 3HaeT, Kakue MUpbI
3apOKIAI0TCS B 3TOT CaMblid MOMEHT, M O3KMIAIOT POKACHHS HAIIMX MOTOMKOB?.. Ml KTO 3HaeT, Kak Obl
TNIeperIeUCh HAIIA KU3HH, €CIU Obl MBI JKHJTM COTHH, THICSTUM JIET CITyCTs1? BhITh MOXET, Mbl HUKO-
raa Obl He BCTPETHIIUCH; HO, OBITh MOXKET, Mbl COBCEM U He ObUTH ObI Bparamu. A 4to, ecid Obl Mbl
craimu Apy3bssmu?» Ho KesipBastb TyT ke XMypUT YepHble OPOBU, IIPOTOHSISI TH TITYITBIE MBICIIU ITPOYb:
«W xakoit, ogHako ke, 6pe]] B MOEH rojioBe U3-3a ITOU MPOKJIATON OeCCOHHMIIBI!..»

U, BepHyBIIUCH K ce0e, YCEBIINCh 3a CBOM TSKEJIBIN CTOJ M3 KPAaCcHOTO JiepeBa, KbsipBaiis 6eper
B PYKM MSTHUCTOE, [UIMHHOE TEpPO M OBICTPO MOKPBIBAET KEJITOBATHI CBUTOK KPYIJIBIM, YacCThIM
MOYEPKOM, TIepeONTHIM PEIKUMU KarlIsIMH YSPHIUIL:

«A, Bpano-Kvspseans, coin HbiHe nouusutezo kopons Xopaka u koponegol Jlazepmol, mydgic HolHe
nouuguieli Koponeevt MapHul, omey, HblHe NOUUBUUUX. .. »

Ho pyka cama Oyaro ocraHaBiuBaeTcsl BAPYT Ha TOJYCJIOBE, a YepHbIE Y30pbl Ha 3aropesioi
KOKE 3aMHUpaloT B TYCKJIOM cBeTe cBeun: «Her, He Tak. Kak-To... Kak-T0 MpauHO».

«A, bpano-Kvspeanw, coin kopons Xopaka u koponegwol Jlazepmol, oopawjaroco k mebe, Hiic-
Taz031b, nomomok Cegeprbix kKoponeii. A npouy mebds 0 ecmpeue. .. »

Ho Kssapsaib BHOBb c00010 HetoBoseH: «Crton. CIMIIKOM YHUZUTEIBHOY.

W, oTKMHYBIIMCh HA COMHKY BBICOKOTO PE3HOTO Kpecia, KOMKAeT B MajibliaX CBOE MHUChMO —
a KOrja pa3KuMaeT KyJaK, TO U3 HErO Ha I0JI ChIIETCS JIMILIb CyXOi YEpHbIH Merer.

OroHb MOXeT PAaCTOMUTH JTIOOOM Jie]T, KaKUM ObI IPOYHBIM He ObLI ero cjioil. KesipBaib oOpedeH
ropeTh U3HYTPH — XOTSI MHOTHE M HA3bIBAIOT 3TO «JIapOM» — OH MPOKJIAT HecTu camo [Lnams AoBo
B CBOEM Cep/lie, XOUeT OH TOro wiv HeT. CHUTCS JIM eMy 3araJIodHblii 00pa3 HEM3BECTHOTO MPUHIIA
Cesepa, 4TO COBCEM HEJIaBHO IMOTY4YUJI KOPOHY M TPOH, U BJIACTb HAJl BCEMU 3eMJISIMU, CLIPSATAaHHBIMU
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3a Jlensaubivu Bpatamu, wim Her. .. KpsapBasis HUKOrga He yHu3HTCA npel HuM. Hukorna. 1 He nos-

BOJIUT ceOe MPOTSAHYTh PyKH HaBCTpeyy.
O Her, 3T0 MMCHMO HUKOT/A He OyAeT oTrnpasiieHo. KbspBasib HUKOTa HE OTOIIUIET €T0, U IaXKe

HUKOIAa He 3aKOHYMT. .. Kak u Tarosb.
CripsiueT mofaibiiie OT JIIOOOIBITHBIX 7143, U TOJBKO.
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I'1aBa TpeThbst

Cryck B TEMHOTY Ha JIECSITKU, HA COTHH, Ha THICSIUM JKEJIE3HbIX CTyNeHeil. BuHToBas necTHuLa
BBETCS, KAK BUHOTPA/IHASA JIO3a, M OTKY/IAa TPOM3PACTAET OHA — HEM3BECTHO. JJOIKHO OBITh, M3 CAMOI
Anckoit be3nnpl? Het HM Karm cBeTa — TOJBKO 3HAIOIIUEI KAkl (bparMEHT JIECTHUIIHI YETOBEK
CYMEET CITyCTUThCSI, HE COPBABIINCh BHU3. KbsipBasb 3HAET, U CMEJIO 111araeT, CIyCKasch B MOA3EMe-
JIbe CBOETO 3aMKa BCE HUKE, U HUKE, U HUKE. ..

Msrkoe crusiHAE OpaHKeBOI'o IUIAMEHU MEJIEHHO HAUMHAET paccenBaTh ThMy. Ellle HeCKOIbKO
TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbHBIX BUTKOB — U TMOCJEAHSSA aXypHas CTYNEHbKA YIIHUPAETCsl B YEPHYIO 3EMIIIO,
U3PBITYIO AJIBIMU MPOKUIKAMHU.

KbsipBanb ocTaHaBIMBaeTCs HA MUT U JiesiaeT TIIyOOKUH BIOX. I'pynb HamomHsAeTCsl SA0BUTHIM
KHCJIBIM BO3/1YXOM, CBIPBIM M XOJIOIHBIM, MPONUTAHHBIM MCIIAPEHUSIMU CEpbl, YTO MOIHUMAIOTCS
HUTSIMH [IbIMa U3 TpelyH 1o Horamu. Koposns I0ra, no&xuBimmck, ObICTPO IIaraeT Briepe.

Ilepen razamu BUHeeTCsl KAMEHHAS apKa, a 1oJ] Hell — Tsikénast KoBaHas asepb. OHa 3amnepra,
Y 3aMOK Ha Hell HEMPOCT — OH C CEKPETOM, U ITPOIYCTUT BIEPEA JAJIEKO HE KaKO0TO.

OxkazaBIIuch 3a IBEPHIO, OCTABHB €€ OTKPbITON, KbsipBauth 1esaeT qBa HeOOBIIHX I1Iara 1 mof-
HUMaeT JIMLO, YCTPEMUB B3IJIS K BEpIIMHE OrpoMHOM KJeTKU. [IpyThsl e€ naBHO mpopxkasenu
OT CBIPOCTH U SIIOBUTOTO Mapa, HO KJIETKA JOCTAaTOYHO IPOYHA — IPEBHSIS Marusl HaJIe:)KHO CIEPKHU-
BaeT y3HMKA BHYTpH. B TeMHOTE BCIIBIXMBAET OIPOMHBIN aJIbIi IJ1a3, MOOJECKUBast B TYCKJIOM CBETE
JIpOXaImx (PakesoB.

— 3npaBcTBYH, — yXMbuIsieTcs: KpsipBaib, mponomkast AepkaTbcsi Ha 6€30MacHOM PacCTOSHUM.

— W Th1 Gynib 310pOB, — OTBEYAET UM TOIOC U3 TEMHOTBHI; He YeJIOBEYECKUM, HO U He 3Be-
PUHBIN.

— 51 ¢ pagocTHOM BecThio K Tebe — CKOPO Thl CMOXEIlb B3JIeTeTh K HeOy. S BbImymry Teos...
Ckopo.

— He nru MHe, NOTOMOK KOpOJIiel, — IUINUT YTO-TO OTPOMHOE U3 TEMHOTHI. — 51 HE Bepio BaM
oonbliie. Bammm cioBa — Mbutb, ¥ HE CTOSAT HAYETO.

— bimsurces BoitHa, BoiiHa ¢ CeBepoM. U mpourparts e€ 51 He mory. [Toatomy. .. — Kesapsais, cio-
KUB PYKH 3a CIIMHOM, MEJJIEHHO MTPOXaKUBAETCS BJIOJb KJIETKH, HE PUCKYS, OJHAKO, TIPHOIMKATHCS
K €€ YepHbIM MPYThsAM. — § UCTIONB3YI0 TeOsI KaK IJIABHOTO BOMHA Moed apMuH. JIoqu, CKOIBKO Obl
uX HU ObUIO, HE CMOTYT Bce mpeoaoseTh xomnof CesepHbix Jlecos. [lo 3amka Taroanst noiayT He Bce.
Torma-To MHE ¥ MOHAJOOUIIILCS Thl, bSPBU.

B nonzemMHol TeMHMIIE BOLAPUIIACh THILIMHA, HApYIIAaeMas JIMILb NaJALMMHU C ITOTOJIKA Karl-
JISIMH, YTO TUXO CKaTBIBAIOTCS TIO KBAIPATHBIM IJIBIOAM KAMEHHBIX CTEH.

— A TBI He OOMIIbCA. .. — 3a3Bydasl TUXUH MIETOT W3-32 KPYUEHBIX MPYThEB KJIETKHU, — UTO 5
YHUUTOXY HE TOJBKO TBOETO COMEPHUKA, HO U TeOs1? — YTposKalolie Mpopsrvai rojoc U3 TEMHOTHL.

— Her, — ynpi6HYys1Cs1 KOpOITb. — ThI CBAI3aH TOTOBOPOM, KOTOPBIN HE TOCMEeIIb HapyIIUTh. Mbl
00a 3TO 3HaeM.

ColeceTHUK pa3pakeHHO BBIIOXHYJI, M U3 KJIETKU MOBAJIMIM KIIyObl cu3oro napa. Kespsasb,
OXBaYEHHBIN 00JTAKOM YbEro-TO 'HUJIOCTHOTO JIBIXaHHU I, 3aKAIILISIIC.

— @y, Hy 1 Mep3ocTh! f oTnaM pacriopsikeHue, YToObl TeOs1 KOPMUIIU TTOJTyYIIIe.

[Nocnbiancs XpUruiblii CMeX, pa3ieTeBLIMICS ITTyXUM 9XOM IO TEMHOTE KOPUIOPOB.

KbsipBanb pasBepHyscs K apke, HalpaBJsisiCh OOpaTHO K JIECTHUIIE, MPOJOKAsI TOBOPUTH
I'POMKO:

— Bynp rotos k 6utse. Kau, Koraa s Ho30By TeOs1. A BIpodeM. .. Thl YCIIBIIIHUIIb.

— Pasymeercs, X0351uH, — POMBIYaJl HEKTO B OTBET.

— Ilpowait, psippu. YBuanMcs cHapyxH, — 3akoHYMI KbsipBasib, CKpbIBasCh BO Mpake.
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B orBeT M3 TEMHOTHI KJIETKM MOCIBIIAIOCH JIMIIb IIUIEHUE — MPE3PUTESIbHBI OTBET TOTO,
KOro HasbIBasIu «[IpsipBu». TOT, B Ub€ CyIlIECTBOBAaHUE HE BEPUJIU, TOT, MbIC/IA O KOTOPOM JIOBOJIMIIN
xwurener FOxHoro KoponeBcTBa 10 HOYHBIX KoIMapoB. TOT, b€ yIIOMUHAHKE 3aCTaBISAIO 3aMOJI-
yarh JJa)Ke CaMbIX HEMOCTYILIHBIX JAETEH.

JIpsIpBM — BEYHBIN Y3HMK KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbHM, OOMaHOM IOWMAHHBI OJHUM W3 TPEIKOB
HBIHEIIIHEro MpaButesnis. [IpeBHee CyIIecTBO, Ubeil XMTPOCTH He ObUIO PaBHBIX; HO TOJIABIIEECs
OJIHJK/IBI HA YJIOBKY YeJIOBEeKa, 0OpeYEHHOE PaCIIadYMBaThCs 3 CBOIO OIUOKY Ha MPOTSKEHUH MHO-
I'MX, MHOTHX JIET.

&k

Tem xe qHEM ObUT co3BaH COBET — Bce MUHKCTPBI M COBETHUKH ObUTA cOOpaHbl B 3aje 3ace-
naHui. DToT 3a1 ObLT cCaMbIM OOJTBIITUM U CAMBIM BMECTHTEIILHBIM MECTOM BO BCEM 3aMKe: BCe TPo-
Yyre KOPUIOPHI ObUTH Y3KUMHU U TEMHBIMH, KOMHATBI — CIIAJIbHU, OMOIMOTEKH, KAOMHETHI, TIOMEIIe-
HUS TS IPUCITYTH — MPAKTUYECKU He MMeTU OKOH. Bee 3auibl ObLTM TeMHBI, UMM HU3KUE TIOTOJIKU
1 TOBOJILHO BBICOKHME MOPOrH; onHako 3ai 3aceqannii CoBeta ObUT COBCEM MHBIM. DTOT ObLT BBICOK —
y3KHe pelieTyaTbie OKHA TSAHYJIUCh BBEPX HA HECKOJIBKO METPOB, a BJIOJIb CTEH PACIIONAraIyuch 1JTUH-
HBIE CKAMBH, CTYTICHUYATO MOJHUMAIOIIHECs Ha HECKOJIBKO SIPYCOB; B IICHTPE CTOSLT TSIKEIbIA KOPOJIeB-
CKUH TPOH, C/IeIaHHBIN U3 OIPOMHOTO KyCKa YMCTOTO 30JI10Ta, YKPAIIEHHBIN aJIbIM OapXaToM U pe3-
HBIMU 3aMbICTIOBaTHIMU y30pamu. [lon 3Toro 3aia ObLT KAMEHHBIM, KaK U BO BCEM 3aMKe; OTHAKO
3/1eCh ke ObLT BBUIOKEH M3 KPYITHBIX TUTUTOK CBETJIOTO MpaMopa, a He U3 YepHOro oOCHraHa Wn
pbokero kuprnuia. OT BBICOKUX JTyOOBBIX JIBEpPEH JI0 CAMOTO TPOHA ObLT MPOTSIHYT TEMHO-KPACHBIN
IIMPOKUI KOBEP C 30JIOTUCTBIMU KUCTAMU U 6aXpOMOit 1o Kpasim. VIMeHHO 371ech ceroqHs u coopa-
JIVCh BCE Te, KTO UMEJI IIPAaBO yYacTBOBATH B JieJIaX TOCYAapCTBEHHBIX.

Ceible TPU3EMUCTBIE CTAPUIKH, TIOXOKHE CKOpee Ha JIPEBHUX MYAPEIoB, OOJIaueHHbIE B Yep-
HBIE TIIAIIH, OBICTPO 3aTIOIHUIIN SIPYCHl CBOMX MECT. Pa3iokuB mpes coOo0i KeIToBaThie IepraMmeHT-
HBIE JICTHI, TIOXKUJIbIe MUHHCTPBI O)KUBJICHHO TIEPEroBapUBAJIFICh MEX/Iy COOON B OJKUJIAHWUA CAMOTO
KOPOJIsI — CTPOMIIH JIOTAJKU O PHUUYUHE CETOIHSIIITHEr0 cOopa, IeTMINCh HOBOCTSIMU, OOCY K /1T CBOU
nena... Ho aaTh I1aBHOTO yYacTHUKA 3aceJaHus JIOJTO He MPUIILIOCh: BCKOPE TSKENble CTBOPKU
JBepel pacraxHy/IUCh ¢ TIyXUM CKPUIIOM, U B 3a1 Bomes bpana-Kesapsaib.

MuHHCTPHI TYT ke cTUXJIM. Kak TOIbKO KOpoJb 3aHsT CBOE MeCTO, B 3aJie ¥ BOBCE BOIIAPHIIACh
noJTHeHmas TumvHa. Bee mpucyTeTByompe oxuaany peur. Ho koponbs He criemn HaunHath. OH
HECTIEIITHO OOBEN B3MJISAIOM OKPYKAIOIIKE ero 3ar0THEHHbIE JIOABMU CKaMbH, W, TIOME]JIUB, KOPOTKO
MIPOU3HEC:

— Haunewm ciymath gok1ap!. S Xody y3HaTh BCE O CUTYaIluM B ropojie U Bo BceM KoporneBcTee
cerognsi. YecTHo 1 6e3 MpHyKpalvBaHU.

[No 3any npokartuics Jerkuid poroT (BCE ke MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE XOTe M Obl CriepBa y3HaTh, YTO
3a CpoYHas MPUYMHA 3aCTaBUJIA UX BCEX COOPAThCS 3[1ECh CErOH), HO JUTUIOCh 3TO CMATEHUE BCETO
rapy MrHOBEHUIT; OJJMH U3 MUHUCTPOB TIOIHSIICS HA HOTY W, Pa3BepHYB CBOM CBUTOK, HAYAJl YATATh.

&k

A Hmxamn Bce 6peeT 1o JIeCHBIM XOJIMaM, TIOrPY3UBIIFCH B CBOM MBbIC/U. Berpeya ¢ Mopra-
HOW Ka3ajiach JAJIEKOM, yKe MOYTH T03a0bITOM, HO CJIOBA BEIbMBI BCE €Ile OTIAaBAMCh 3BOHKUMU
OTroJIOCKamHu xa B mamATH. «OHa 6e3ymHa. .. Ho uto 3actaBmiio ee cka3arth Bce 3107.. Kakas BiacTs,
eciu y meHs1 HeT Hudero? Kakue xuszau?» — nyman OxotHuk. OH OCTaHOBUJICS, OTIEPEBIIUCH O CTBOJI
JepeBa, MPUKABIIKCH TUIEYOM K XOJIOMHOW PEe3HOM Kope, W TOTHSLI IJ1a3a — BIepeau Oblia 3ajie/e-
HEBIIIasi BOJIHAS I71a]lb, TIOKPBITAsl CJIOBHO CHHUM MEP3JILIM MPaMOPOM; BJIaJId YePHEIU OUepTaHusI
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JepeBbEB U BUIHEINMCh CKPBITHIE B TYMaHe BEpPIIMHBI OTBECHBIX CKall. ,,Ta eracms, umo oana meoe,
cnacem COMHU, MblCAUU HEBUHHBIX HCUSHE. ..

«I'panuria CeBepHbix 3emelb. . .» — OXOTHUK, TOMEJIMB, CITYCTUJICS Ha JIE U 3alliaraji BIepe.

Ha ngpyrom koHnue osepa nHaumHasioch KoposneBctBo Xosona; mo KpailHeW Mepe, BIMSIHUE
Cesepa olIymanoch 37ech 0e30MUO0YHO. DTO 03HAYANIO, UYTO OOATHCS MPOBATMTHLCS 31Ch CKBO3b
Jie]] SIBHO HE CTOUT: 03€PO HAaBEPHSKA CKPBITO MO JISJSHBIM ITOKPHIBAJIOM TOJIIIMHOM B LIEJIbIA YeI0-
BeyeckHid pocT. Bo3ayx 37mech KaxeTcs KOMIOYMM M MepTBBIM. Hu OmHO XKMBOe CyiecTBo, Oyib
TO JIMKOE ’KUBOTHOE BPOJIE OJICHS, BOJIKA WM JIUCHUIIBI, TPUBBIKINIEE K CYPOBBIM JIUKUM YCJIOBHUSIM,
He cMorJIo Obl IPOBECTH 371eCh 1 Yaca. [Ipupona 3aech Kak OyATo MepTBa, — OHAa CJIOBHO OKaMeHeJIa,
HCCYIIIUB BO3YX KOJIKUM MOPO30M, OKYTAaB JIEPEBbs TUNIOTHBHIM MOKPHIBAJIOM CHETOB, YCHIITUB MX BEU-
HBIM MEPTBBIM CHOM. .. HiKasut, cTynuB Ha Jief1, ObICTpO Tiepenien Ha JIeTKHiA Oer, OCTaBJIsist 3a OO0
TEMHEIOIIHE CJIe/Ibl, KOTOPBIE C BHICOTHI ITHYBETO TMOJIeTa MOXOIUIN ObI Ha CTeKKHU TOPOTUTUBOTO IIIBA.
Cry4aiiHbIi TOCTh, TOCETUBIIIMI 3T MECTa, IBHO He TIoXes1all Obl 371eCh 3a/IePKUBATHCS.

BuezanmHo OXOTHHK 3aMETHJI, YTO C KaXbIM IIarOM OH OYATO YyBCTBYET HEKYIO OT/Iady W3-
TOJIO JIbJIA, CIIOBHO HEKHe TOTYKH U3 JISISTHOW YePHOTHI Mol HoraMmu. Hpkain HeMHOTo 3aMeJTUIICs
Y TIPUCITYIIAJICS, CTApasiCh YJIOBUTb PUTM: BCE BEpHO, yIapbl CHU3Y 3aMeUIMIHCh TOke. OXOTHUK
OCTAHABJIMBACTCS U PACTEPSHHO OITYCTUJI B3JIsiT cebe 1o Horw. UTo, ecIiv TO MoIIia TPeIrHa 1 Jie]l
BOT-BOT packosercs?..

Ho kak Tobko octaHoBuiics Hkasmn — 0CTAHOBUJIVICH Y CTPaHHBIE BOJTHBI, OBIOIIMECS U3HYTPU
o3epa.

OXOTHUK MeJJIEHHO COTHYJI KOJIEHH M OCTOPOXKHO TPHCEN Ha JieJ], TPOTSIruBast PyKy Brepe[
Y TIOTHOCS JIAJIOHD K 3aMep3Iel moBepxHoCTH o3epa. OTKyaa-To CHU3Y, u3zajieka, Oyaro pa3maéres
KaKOK-TO CTpaHHBIN 3BYK: TIOCIIBIIIAJICS HE XPYCT U HE TPECK PACION3AIONIMXCS BO JIbAAX TPEIIUH —
MOCIIBITIAJICS TYJ1. DTO OBUIO MOXOKe Ha MPUONMKAIONIMIACS MMOPHIB CHIILHOTO BETpa, WM Ha BOWU
OIPOMHOTO JTUKOTO 3BepsI; TOJMbKO BOT MCXOAMJ OH M3-ToJ TTyOoKoH Tomim Boabl. Ho OXoTHUK
HE YyBCTBOBAJI OMACHOCTH, U HE YYBCTBOBAJ CTpaxa. EMy OoT4ero-to He XoTenoch Oexarhb K CracH-
TEeJILHOW JIMHUY Oepera, 4To YepHea Ijie-To Baaieke. OXOTHUK IMOYYBCTBOBAJ. .. CTPAHHOE OIIYIIe-
HUe, HeBEJIOMOE TIPek/ie: OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ BJIACTb.

Ot Toro mMecra, HaJi KOTOPBIM 3aBUC/IA TerUiasl YeJloBevecKast JIaJjoHb, BAPYT HAYaIl BO BCE
CTOPOHBI PACIION3aThCs TIOJIOCH — IIIMPOKKE ¥ BHITYKJIbIE, CHHUE, CJIOBHO BEHBI; Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO 03€PO
JBIIIUT, YTO €r0 TIOBEPXHOCTh PACKAUMBAETCS B TAKT BJJOXaM M BBIJOXaM YbEro-TO OBIOIIErocs cepaiia.
Ha xakoii-To Mur OXOTHHKY ITOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH YCITBIINIAT YeH-TO CIIOKOMHBIN, TITyOOKHI B310X, pa3-
JABIIHUICS CO JIHA JIEASTHOTO 03epa, MPEOIoIeBIINI MOPO3HYIO TEMHOTY, BBIPBABIIIHMIACS HA TIOBEPX-
HOCTh CKBO3b OJIHY U3 9THX TEMHBIX TPOXKHIOK. ..

Byaro ounysmmck 0To cHa, Hkamt OTHSUT JIaIOHb OTO Jiba U pe3Ko BhIpsAMuiIcsa. OcMoT-
peB ropu3oHT, OXOTHUK BHOBb OITYCTHJI B3IJISI] ceOe O] HOTU — JIefl OCTABAJICS MO-TIPEeKHEMY TJ1ajl-
KVM ¥ MIPOYHBIM, 2 HA COTHHM MIJTb BOKPYT Tapria Oe3KU3HEHHAs TUIIMHA, CKOBAaHHAsI CTAJTbHBIMU
HensaMu 6e3)KaToCTHOTO MOPO3a.

He xenas 6onee moniaBaThCst BAUSHUIO TEX CTPAHHBIX WJUTIO3UMA, YTO IIPOUCXOMASAT 3/1€Ch, U BCS-
KUM HEOOBSICHUMBIM BUIEHHUAM, HXKasut pemt MoCnenvTh K CyIle, MOYTH OeroM HarpaBUBIIUCH
K MPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOMY Oepery.

&k

B 310 *e Bpems B 3amke KbspBasis MUHUCTPBI U COBETHUKHU KaK pa3 3aBEpILWIM CBOU PEYH,
MOBEIaB CBOEMY TpaBUTENI0 000 Bcex jienax, uTo TBopsaTcs B Koponesctse [Tnamenu.

Kopons Monua cMoTpen Ha KaMEeHHYI0 MO3auKy MPaMOPHOTO TOJia, TOTPy3UBLIMCH TITyOOKO
B CBOM MBICTM. HUKTO M3 IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX HE CMEN HAPYIIUTh ero 3a0biThe. BeiTh MoxkeT, Bpann-
KbsipBasb pazgymbiBai 060 BCEM, UTO YCIIBIIIAN, U TPUHUMAI HEKOE BaXKHOE J1s1 TOCYAapCTBa pellie-
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HUe; ObITh MOXET, OH JyMaJl O CBOMX TMOTHOIIMX CHIHOBbAX — Beab Omm3Hensl Opm u Opmapp
Moru Obl IPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha ceropusimHeM Cosere, Oyab OHU KUBHI. . .

INomomyaB ¢ muHyTy, KbsipBasih BBIIIEN U3 CBOETO BPEMEHHOTO 3a0BEHMS U, B3/IPOTHYB, —
CJIOBHO TPHHSIB, HAKOHEII, KaKOe-TO TPYIHOE, HO BA)KHOE PEIlIeHUe — 3arOBOPUJI, PACCEUBAsT 3BYKOM
CBOETO rosioca MOBUCIIYIO B 3aJie OJIaroroBeiHyI0 THIIMHY:

— VBaxaewmsblii CoBeT, — 00paTHICS OH K TIOKHJIBIM OOpPOJAThIM MUHHCTPaM, — MBI JOJKHBI
00BsBUTH COOp BOWCK, MOO IpsiieT HOBBIM BUTOK Bemmkoit Boiinbl. S1 Hamepen 3aBoeBath CeBep
Y YHUYTOXUTH Taroansi 1o OKOHYaHMS 3TOro JieTa.

[o 3ay mpokartuiack mieecTsas BOJHA JIECATKOB 'OJIOCOB — MUHUCTPBI TUXO HAYaJIU Tiepe-
rOBapUBaTHCS JIPYT C APYTOM.

KbsipBasnb cxxaut majibliaMu 30J10Thi€ TIOATIOKOTHUKY TPOHA U TIOPHIBUCTO MOAHSJICS Ha HOTH.

— 51 moHmmaio Baille HeTOBOJILCTBO U Ballle CMsITEHUE, — 3aroBOpII Kopoiib KOra, OKMHYB B30-
POM IIPUCYTCTBYIOLLMX, — HO 51 B CBOEM PELICHUH TBEPA U YBepeH. — Boinepxas naysy, bpana-Kesap-
BaJIb YBEPEHHO MPOIOIKUI: — Y MEHs eCTh CeKPETHBIN KO3bIPb B PyKaBe; & UMEHHO — BOMH, YTO ObLT
BBIpAIIIeH Ha CAaMbIX HU3IIHUX Ta)kax 3aMKa. .. — [1o 3a1y MpoKaTuiics: BCTPEBOKEHHBIH poroT. — Most
ceMbsl coiepkaia ero cronetussMu. M 3tot... D710 co3nanue. .. Byger BoeBarh 3a Halll poj, KepTBYs
CBOEH KU3HBIO OE30rOBOPOYHO, MOAYMHSISACH JIMYHO MHE.

Coser 1 paBa rpedbiBaj B cMsiteHur. O 4y/1oBUIIIE, )KUBYIIEM B ITOA3EMEINbE 3aMKa, XOIUIIO
MHOXECTBO CaMbIX Pa3HOOOPA3HBIX CIYXOB, U CIIyXH 3TU ObUTM CAMBIMH YTO HH Ha €CTh KYTKUMH
u 3noBemmMu. Ho Koposb, Kazanock, OblT aOCOMIOTHO YBEpEH B CBOEM pEIIEHUH, U MPEUCTIONHEH
PEIIMOCTH:

— Mpu1 cobepem Bcex mMyxurH KoposieBcTBa B 9TOM Tropofie, — MpoJoJiKal OH, — CIIOCOOHBIX
aepkarb opyxue. AOComoTHO Beex. — [ToguepkHyn koposb. — Ml ioiiieM k JlegsHou Crere. .. — OH
clesta HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIepe, MepeMelnasch Mo ajloMy y30p4aTtoMy KOBpY, — M BO3bMEM CeBep-
HYIO 3aCTaBy JIMOO U3MOPOM, Ji0o... — Koponb pe3ko pa3BepHyJIcs Ha KaOMykax, — JuOO s pac-
miasimo Jlensnyio CreHy miamenem, coxry CesepHyto CTeHy J0TIa, 4ero Obl MHE 9TO HE CTOWIIO, —
3aKOHYMJI OH MOYTH IIEMNOTOM.

HacnaauBimck npon3BeeHHBIM Ha PUCYTCTBYOIUX 3 dextom, KbsipBasb rpoMKo mpoaoi-
Ka:

— Oronb Bcerja cuiibHee XoJona. 1o u3BecTHO BceM. Kakvm Obl HU ObLT MOPO3, OH HE CMO-
KeT moracuth ams. Ho mo06oii J€x TaBuTcst U TaeT TMOj HAIOPOM JIOCTATOYHO TOPSIYEro OTHS.
N moatoMy, 1abbl pacTONMUThH CAMbId MPOYHBIA CJIOM OCTEKJICHEBIIIETO JIbAA... S OTKPOW KIETKY
u Boinynty dpsippu! — OOBSBUI TPaBUTEINb, U CEPALIA €T0 MOAJAHHBIX Pa30M CKAJHMCh OT yKaca.

— Bamre BenmuectBo! D10 HeBooOpasumo! Henmw3s ormyckars pspBu! OH CBOEBOJIEH, OH
xutep! D10 xe camoyomiicTBo! — PazgaBanuck Bo3riackl co Bcex cTopoH. OnHako Kbsippasb ObLT
CJIMIIIKOM CaMOYBEpPeH, YTOObI TO3BOJIUTH ceOe YCIBIIIATh BCE STU COMBUMBBIC MPEIOCTEPEKEHUSI.

— IIpsipBu 00s13aH MHe 1 Moel cembe. OH He TIocMeeT MpeaaTh KOpoJieBCKuil poit. OH MOMOXeT
HaMm 1o6euTh. .. Pa3 u HaBcerga. B oOMeH Ha cBoIO cBOOOMY.

B 3ane 3aceganuii BCE CTUXIIO.

OKMHYB B3IJISIZIOM CTyNEHYaThlie sIPYChl, 3allOJIHEHHbIE YBAKAEMBIMU TIOKWIBIMA MHUHU-
CTpaMH — HECOMHEHHO, MYJPBIMH 1 OMBITHBIMU, HO CIIMIIIKOM TPYCIUMBBIMU, — KbsipBasb BOCKJIMK-
HYJI, BCKUHYB PyKY BBEpX:

— Cobupaiite apmuio, 00bsiBisAiTe ipusbiB! U moaroroBste Mou gocriexu! CKOpo Mbl BBIIBH-
raemcst Ha Ceep! — [1yxo mpocTy4aB KaOiayKamy 1O aJloMy KOBpPY, KOPOJIb MPOHECCS K PE3HBIM
CTBOPYATBHIM JIBEPSIM, U Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMI NMOKMHYJI 3a 3acefaHuil, OCTABUB BCTPEBO-
JKEHHBIX MUHHUCTPOB B MOJIHEUIIIEM CMSTCHUH.
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&k

KbsipBasib, BepHYBIIUCH B CBOM ITOKOH, BEJIUT 3aXJIOMHYTh 32 COOO0I0 IBEPH U OTAAET Pacropsi-
KEHUE «HE CMETh OeCIIOKOUTh». CII0XKUB PYKHU 32 CIIUHOM, KOPOJIb HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MPOXOAUT MO KOM-
HaTe B3a/1-BIIEpe/l U 3aMUPAET, yCTPEMUB COCPEJOTOUYEHHBII B3IJISL B OKHO.

«5l HamepeH oObsBUTH BOWHY Taroamo... {1 HamepeH... fl HamepeH yBuaeTbh TeOsl Hako-
HEIl-TO», — iyMmaeT Koposb KOxHoro Koponesctsa. «$1 cobepy Boiicka v TIOBe/ly apMUIO K rpaHuiie. 5
pacrorumo Jlepsnyto CteHy u iepeceky oseaeHeinue jeca. M nepeiiny Topmkuic. 51 yObio kaxaoro,
KTO BCTAHET HA MOEM ITyTH... S| pUCKHY CBOMMHU JIIOAbMH, CBOUMH MOAAAHHBIMY, JIUIH Obl YBUIETh
TeOs1 — 1 yOuTh. .. Beib BOiHA — eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE JI0poro, a CeBep — MOU caMblil JKeJTaHHbIMH,
Y CaMblid IOJTOXAaHHBIN Tpoderd. .. KoTopblii s1 00s13aTeIbHO 3aromyay».
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I'naBa yerBepTas

OXOTHHUK yXKe CIUIIKOM J0Jro OMyXAaj Mo KPyThIM KaMEHHBIM CITyCKaM, BCE CHera BOKpYT
ObLTM U3MSTH TEMHEIOIUMU cJieaMu ero maroB. Ho B kakyio Obl CTOPOHY OH He oOpariai CBO
B30D, rie Obl HA MCKaJI CIIACUTENIBHOTO MTPOCBETA MEK BBICOKMX TEMHBIX CTBOJIOB BEKOBBIX J1€PEBbEB,
HUIJIE OH HE BUJEJ HU TPOIbl, HU Aoporu. Jleca, uto HassiBanuch «MeprriMu Jlecamu», moucTuxe
TAKOBBIMU M OBUTH — TUKWI MOPO3 LIAPWJI 3[eCh, yOUBasi BCE JKMBOE HA JIECSATKH, HA COTHU MIJIb
BOKpyr. Kazasnoce, ¢ KaxapM BI0XOM 3TOTO IMPOHU3BIBAIOLIETO, ITOTO JIEASHOro Bo3ayxa OXOTHUK
TEepsUI CBOU CHJIBI. .. HakoHeI OH MpuiKaJicsl CIMHOM K OIHOMY U3 JIEPEBbEB, U, ONEPEBIIUCH JIa0-
HSIMU Ha CBOM KOJIEHH, TIOCTApaJICsl BOCCTAHOBUTh COMTOE B OTUASTHHBIX CKUTAHUSIX JIBIXaHUE.

3a CMHOM TMOCTBIIAJCS CyXOM TPECK, CIOBHO JIEPEBO TPECKAJIOCh TMOJ HAMOPOM KaKOM-TO
HEBUAAHHOU CHITBl. OXOTHUK OCTOPOXHO OOEPHYJICS — U YBUJIEN TEMHYIO TPEIIMHY B KOpE; MO/IHSIB
B3IJISI/L, OH YBHJE U IPUYMHY 3TOTO KyTKOro xpycra. OHa 3actaBmiia OXOTHHKA OTIIPBITHYTh, YIIaB
B CHET, Y OTIOJI3TU HA Napy CaKeHEeu.

JIuio Moprassl mpocTynuio npsiMo MOCPEU CTBOJIA IIMPOKOro JepeBa — Ka3aaoch, YTO OHA
cama OblJIa STUM JIEPEBOM; YIABIIMK B CHET YeJIOBEK, OECIIOMOIIIHO MBITAIOIIUIACS MOI3TH CITMHOU
BIIepe/l, BbI3BAJ Ha OJIEJHOM JIMIIE BEAbMBI JIMIIIb JIETKYI0 YXMBLIKY.

— To1 cipiian? Tel ciiblinann o3epo, BepHo? [la To/IbKo KpoMe MeHs Bejb HUKTO HE CJIBIIIUT €rO0.

Hpxann He 3HaJ1, YTO OTBETUTH; OH ObLIT 3aBOPOXKEH STUM IPOSBICHUEM YEJIOBEYECKOTO JIMIIA,
HECMOTpSI Ha TO, YTO B IIPOLIUIBIH pa3 BeIbMa U camMa 00epHYJIach JEPEBOM MPSIMO Tepel ero raa3amu.
Cryxu o uynecax, 00 yIMBHUTEIILHBIX TIPEBPAIeHUsIX, Ha KOTOphie criocoOHa JlecHas Beabma, Obutn
M3BECTHBI KAKIOMY; OJHAKO OIHO JEJI0 — CIIBIIIATh OAallKU OT TOPrOBIEB UM MPECTYIHUKOB, CUIS-
IIMX y KOCTpa B HOYM, & COBCEM APYToe — yBU/IETh COOCTBEHHBIMH IJIa3aMHU. . .

— Yt0 ke Thl MOMuMIb? Thl Bellb CHbINIAN, KaK ABIIUT Boga? DTO OHO U3 MPOSIBJICHUIA TON
CUJIbI, O KOTOPOM ThI TPEANIOYUTACIIIH HE TyMaTh.

OXOTHUK He IOHMMAJI, KOHEYHO ke, KaK BOJa MOXKET JIbIIaTh, HO TpeOOBaIOCh YTO-TO OTBE-
TUTb — XOTb YTO-HUOY/Ib, — ¥ OH, MOAHSIBIICH HA HOTH, CKa3aJl, CTPSIXUBAs CHET C OJIeK/IbI:

— D10 oOMaH. Sl ciplman OT MyTEHIECTBEHHUKOB, YTO Takoe ObIBaeT... B omacHbIX mecrtax.
Bpone nycTbinb, Wim. ..

— O6man? Thl x0uelb CKa3aTh, YTO BUACT MUPAK?

- Ja.

Moprana, Ka3ajnock, 0 4eM-TO 3ayMajlach — IIPULIYPUBLIKCh, OHA CMOTpeJia KyJa-TO B CTO-
POHY, TOIJIAKUBAsST KOTTHCTOM CYXOl BETKOH MOAOOPOIOK.

— Crasio ObITh, TeOe TIpOIlle MOBEPUTHh B OOMaH 3peHH s, YeM B COOCTBEHHBIE CITIOCOOHOCTH. . .

— Y MeHs HeT HUKaKuX CriocoOHOCTel, — OXOTHUK HAYMHAJT 3TUTHCS: TOT Pa3roBOp eMy yxke
MOPSIIKOM HaJoell, Kak U mpecienoBanue odesymenieid Jlecroit Benpmbl. — OcTaBb MeHsI B TOKOE,
Haiau cebe Apyror OOBEKT IITYIbIX HIyTOK !

— A ecnu s okaxy TeOe Toro, Ube JpIXxaHue Thl cabiman? Eciu gokaxy, 9ro 31oT... Yto 310
CO3J/1aHue JIENCTBUTENILHO cyliecTByeT? Torna Tl moBepuill, MHe?

OXOTHUK, COOpaBIIMIACS YyXe ObUIO MOKUHYTh 9TO MECTO, 3aMep. MeajieHHO 0OepHYBIIKCh,
He Bepsl cjioBaM MopraHsl, OH pacTEpsSIHHO CIIPOCHIIL:

— Tak 3Ha4UT, ITO ABIIIAT YETIOBEK?..

— Hy... He coBcem. Korga-to oH B camoMm [iesie ObLT YeJIOBEKOM... A BIIPOYEM, MOWAEM, S
NoKaxy Tebe, U THl caM Bce ToiMelllb. — Moprana co CKpUIioM MpoTsIHYJIa PyKY, YTO ceilvac Oosblie
MOXO/IMJIA Ha CTAPYIO KOPATY — BMECTO KOKH OblJIa ICTPECKABINIASCS KOPA, & BMECTO MAJIbLIEB — [IIMH-
HbIe TOHKHE BETKHU.

OXOTHHUK YCTaBWICSI Ha 3Ty «PyKy», OOpsCh C jKelaHueM OpocuTbest Oexath rmpodb. Ho oH
MOIyMaJl, 4To yOexkarh OT TOW, YTO yMeeT CTAHOBUTBLCS YeM YTOIHO M BOZHHKAThH IJie YTOOHO, OyaeT
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HenpocTo. [Ipaktnyeckn HeBO3MOXHO. K TOMy ke, BeibMa Bpsi/i JIM OCTABUT €r0 B MOKOE. .. A TOpO-
nuThcst OXOTHUKY BCEe paBHO ObLIO HEKy/a — BIIEPEId Y HEero Obuia 1ieiasi )KU3Hb, YTOOBI CKUTATHCS
0 3eMJIsSIM pa3nyHbix KoposieBcTB, 0ObIBasi cebe ey OXOTOW M BBHITIOTHEHHEM MEJKHX Mopyue-
HUI, BPOJIE COMPOBOK/IEHNS TOPTOBBIX MOBO3OK. .. 1 OXOTHUK HEYBEpEHHO MPOTSHYJI CBOIO J1aJJ0Hb,
HEXOTs BJIOKUB €€ B CTAPYIO CYXYI0 BETKY, U CKaJl IaJIbLIBL.

TyT %e OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI CHJIBHBII PHIBOK BIIEPE] — HOTM OTOPBAJIMCH OT 3€MJIM, BCE BOKPYT
3aKPYTWJIOCh, CMEILIABILNCH U NTOTEPSIB CBOA OUYEPTaHUs, U Yepe3 CEKyHly ITOrPy3UJIOCh BO MpakK.

&k

Korga Hixann oTKpbLUT 171a3a — OH YBUJIEN, UTO OKa3aJics B TOCTSIX Y MopraHsl: IOJIsSIHA, OKPY-
JKEHHAas BBHIOIIUMHUCS JIO3AMU OCTPHIX COPHSKOB, TIOKOCHBIIIMIACS MaJICHBPKUI JEPEBSIHHBIA JTOMUK,
M3yMpYyJIHAs TpaBa, 4To OYATO CBETUTCSA M3HYTPU... A BIAJIEKe — XOJIMBI, U HABEYHO 3aMepPEBIIIHI
32 HUMH 30J10TOM 3aKaT. OO 3TOM MecTe XOAW/IM JIETeH/Ibl, OfIHA IPYroi Kpallle, HO HUKTO HUKOTAA
HE MOT JIOKa3aTh MPaBAMBOCTh CBOMX CJIOB; Terepb OXOTHHKY cama Cyap0a MO3BONMIA YBUIETh BCE
3TO BOOUMIO.

Ha onHoM 13 xomMoB cugen denosek. Ero temnas ¢purypa 3aropaxuBaiia coooio COJHIIE, Kaza-
JIach JIMIIb YEPHBIM HEJBHKMMBIM KaMHEM Ha (pOHE OrpOMHOTIO JKEJITOrO COJTHEYHOTO JMCKA, OKPY-
’KEHHOTO TEPCUKOBBIMH OOsIakaMy. MopraHa HarnpaBUIach UMEHHO Tyaa. Kakercs, cTpaHHOe myTe-
IIIECTBME CKBO3b BPEMsl M MPOCTPAHCTBO, UYTO OHA TOJIBKO YTO cOBepIIMIa BMecTe ¢ OXOTHHKOM,
HUYYTh €€ He MHTepecoBaio, OyATO Moio0HOE OBbLIO U1k Hee OObIYHBIM JiesioM. Hpkasut momen crie-
J0M — eMy OBUIO He 10 ceGe 0CTaBaThCs 3ECh OTHOMY, CPE/IM TUXOTO HIUTEHUsT KOMOYel N3ropoIH,
OOHMMaBIIIEH JIECHYIO TIOJISTHY CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Bor, — MopraHa BBHITSIHYJIa YKy, TO-IeTCKH YKa3aB Ha CUASAIIETO B TpaBe YesoBeka. — Tot,
KOTO THI CJIbIIaL. Yepe3 COTHU MWIIb, Yepe3 COTHU BEKOB, — BEIbMa MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO W30THYJIA
OpOBb U MepeBena B3MIsA Ha o OXOTHHKA.

Tot cMoTpen nepen coOoi, HEMOHUMAIOIIE CKOJIB3s BMISIIOM T10 CIIMHE U TIJIeYaM 3TOro 3ara-
JOYHOro yesioBeka. Ero nuiio He ObUIO0 3HAKOMBIM; €T0 I71a3a ObUTH 3aKPBIThI, CIOBHO CaM YeJIOBEK
MpuOBIBAJI B KAKOM-TO TPAHCE UJIH CHE.

— A ne... Kto 3107 O 4eMm Tbl TOBOPUIIIH?

Moprana B3noxuyna. [ToHsB, 4to 6e3 00bsCHEHUI 0O0MTUCH HE BHINET, OHA 3arOBOPHIIA:

— Jleca noJiHbl CTpaHHBIMU co3AaHusIMU. [ToJTHBI Marueit pa3HoM CUJIBI M Pa3HOTO TOJIKA — €CTh
1 OJ1arocyIoBeHM s, €CTh M MPOKJIAThsA. Thl HABEPHSIKA 3HACIITH 3TO — ThI HCCIIEI0BAT KaXIbI YTOIOK
kak CeepHbix Jleco, Tak u FOxHbIX [TycThiHb. I clTbIama TBOM KpaayIyecs mark rmo 00e CTOPOHBI
Topmxwunca. ..

Hpxann cinyman ee cioBa MoJT4a, CJIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHBIN pasrsabiBasi OE3MOJIBHOTO Yesio-
BEKa Ha TpaBe. DTo ObUI I0HOIIIA, IOYTH POBECHUK camoro Hmxaina, He pebeHOK, HO U He COBCEM
B3pOCIIbIA My>kurHa. Ero koxka Msrko cusiyia, a BeK1 ObLITH IJIOTHO 3aKPHITHL. [lapeHb, CKpecTHB HOTH,
CHZeN MPSIMO HAPOTHB 3aKaTHOTO COJHIIA, CJIOBHO MPEBPATUBIIKCH B CTATYIO0 — HE OBbLJIO 3aMETHO
HU €ro JbIXaHWsl, HU MaJIeHIIero ABMKEHNS; TPUCMOTPEBINMCh, HKalln 3aMeTHI TOHKYIO TTayTUHY
Ha ero pecHMIIax, MOAParuBaloIIyio Ha BETPY.

— 3to0 — Crnisinui, — NpoAoKajia TeM BpeMeHeM Beabma. — M oH. .. cnut. Yike o4eHb JaBHO.

—Yro ¢ HuM. .. He Tak? OH NpoKJAT?

— Bepno. D10 — Ipoknstue Beunoro CHa. [Tpoknsarue apyroit BeabMel. Enie most 6a0yiika
pacckasbplBajia MHE 3Ty MCTOPHUIO: KOrJa-TO OfIHA BeJbMa BIIOOMJIACH B 3TOTO YENIOBEKa, B MapHs,
KOTOpOro 3Bayim BpaHak, ube cepalie yxe mpuHaaiexano apyroid. OH ObUI TOMOJBJIEH, M OYEHb
mooun cBolo HeBecTy. Ee 3Banmm, kaxercs, [laitHa. Torga BembMa pa3o3wiiach U ckazaia: «AX BOT
kak? Tel moOumib ee, a He MeHsi? Hy xopomo... Xouens BuneTh Tonbko ee? Tak cMOTpU TOJBKO
Ha Hee!» — U npoksisiia ero. C Tex Mmop OH He BUAUT HUYero, kpome IlaiHbl — TOUM, KOTOPYIO Tak
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MOOWII TIPY KU3HU; TIPOLUTH JIHU, MECSIIBI ¥ TO/Ibl, @ OH BUJUT CBOM MPEKPACHBIN COH JI0 CUX TOp.
He MoxeT HUUero BUIeTh, KpOME CBOETO JIIOMMOro cHa. Toii AeBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO OH JTIOOWII, TAaBHO
yX HE Ha CBETe, a BeJjbMa JABHO PAcCChIaach B IIPax, CMEIIABIIUCH C MbLIbI0 BocTounsix Creneil.
Ho 3TOT HecuacTHBIN Bce ellle XHBET JIMIIb Onarogapst cBouM rpé3am. OOpa3 ero BO3JIOOICHHON
HaBcerJa 3acTbul pe HuM. [103ToMy OH U CIIUT — M BPpSAJ, JIM XOYET MPOCHIIATHCS.

— Ho 370... 9TO HENpaBUIIBbHO.

— Ilouemy xe? Y Hero He ocrajnoch HUYero. Ero cembsi 1aBHO ymepra, €ro ropoj AaBHO CTEPT
C JIAIA 3eMJIH, & €0 COOCTBEHHOE TeJIO UCTIIENIO U3HYTPH: B IPYH TOCETUINCh MOTBIIbKHU, & U3 KOH-
YMKOB NAJIBLIEB IPOPACTAIOT TPABUHKU. CTOUT éMy IIPOCHYTBCS — M OH Pa3BEETCs M0 BETPY MEIIOM.
A ceituac... Emy xopoiiio, 1 oH cyactiuB. EMy cHUTCS Ta, KOTOpasi BCerjia psjioM ¢ HUM, ero KU3Hb
IIpeBpaTuiach B CaMylo HAaCTOSIIYI0 MEUTY, M HET B HEWl HU TEMHOTHI, HU KomiMapoB. HaBepHoe, oH
3HAET, YTO BCE 3TO — COH. HO OH mo-TnpexHeMy XpaHUT BOCIOMHUHAHUS. .. KoTopble mo0uT Gosbiie
coOcTBeHHOM ku3HU. [ToaTOMY MpeArnoYnTaeT CMOTPETh. ..

— 41 pa30yxy ero!

— Kak 6w He Tak, — xmMbIKHYJIa Moprana. — OH He Xo4eT mpockinaThest. ['0BOpIO ke — OH X04eT
CMOTPETD TOJIBKO Ha Hee.

O6a 3amomyamu. YenoBek, 4To cuiesl Ha TpaBe, HAUYTh HE MEpeMEHWICS — OH BHUJIEN COH,
HaBESTHHBIA TTPOKJIATUEM, COH, KOTOPBIH JTIOOUJT OOJIBIIIE BCETO Ha cBeTe. .. M YeloBeK 3TOT JIeHCTBH-
TEJILHO Mpe/Iroves1 Obl He TPOCHINATHCS HUKOT/IA, YTOOBI He OTITYCKATh U3 OOBATUIN TAMSITU JTIOOUMBIIA
00pa3, JaBHO NMOKWUHYBIIIUA 3TOT CBET.

— Hy uro? Teneps ThI BepHilb? DTO €ro AbIXaHHUE CIIBIIIUTCS WHOTA U3 ITyOMH 3aMep3IIero
03epa — TaK *ke, Kak ¥ B UBOBBIX BETBSAX HaJ O0J0TaMH, KaK U B TIOI3EMEIbsIX, TJIe CIIpsiTaH IbspBH. . .
OH XMBET, ¥ KWU3HD eIl TeTUIMTCS B €ro Cep/lle, HO TOJIBKO JIMIIb O1arofapst MpoKJISTUIO. . .

— Ioronu. .. Yto 1ol ckazana? Ipspeu?

— Hy na. [Ipsapsn.

— Tot oniaTe 6penuins? [IpsipBU HE CYIIECTBYET, 3TO MUQ.

— Crano ObITh, CKOPO BCE MBI MIOTMOHEM OT HOYHOTO Kommapa? — YCMexHyJach BeJbMa. —
Boitna mexy Cesepom u FOrom — toske, no-resoemy, Mud?

— Her. — Hoxann 3aroBopuii cepbe3HO, B €10 rojioce MOCIbIIIAINCh CTPOrUe HOTKU 3aCTapeB-
e 6omu. — BoiiHa — 310 He Mudg. BoiiHa Beeryia yxkacHa U UyJJOBUIIHA, OHA HECET TOJILKO CMEPTh.
A ecnu peus uzet o noromkax Cesepa u IOra, koTopsle HEeHaBUIAT JpYyT ApYyra ¢ CaMoro poXIeHUs —
TO TYT ¥ BOBCE...

Benpma 3arHTEpeCOBaHHO CKJIOHIJIA TOJIOBY HAOOK — OHA IMOYYsijla ropeyb 1yKou O0JH, 1aBHEH,
Kak cTapasl paHa, HO Bce elie OOJIe3HEHHO HaloOMUHAIoIIel o cebe.

— B ogHOM M3 Takux cpaskeHHid Orud MOH oTell, — MPOAOIKal TeM BpeMeHeM OXOTHHK, —
B OJJHOM U3 CPaXXEHUI OH YYacCTBOBAJ, U HE BEpHYJICS AOMOM. Mbl Toraa nmpourpaiu Outsy... Con-
AaThl TPOTUBHHUKA TIPOHUKJIM B MOU TOpPO, H... YHUUTOXMIM ero. Ho s cripiman 06 3ToM TOJbKO
U3 PACCKa30B, sl ObLT TOI/IA €Ille COBCEM peOEHKOM. A UTO CTaJIO C MaTephio — 51 He 3HAIO JI0 CHX TOpP.
Ho 6orplire HUKOrIa HE BUET CBOIO CEMBIO, MU HE CIIBIIA O HHUX; TaK YTO HE HAJO ONpPaBIbIBATH
’KECTOKOCTb ¥ KPOBOKaHOCTb KOPOJIEW BbIIyMAHHBIMU YYIOBUIIIAMHU.

— Ipspsu cymiectByeT. [Ipo Hero pacckasplBaloT MHOTOE: U CBETSIIMECS B TEMHOTE IJ1a3a,
Y JIMHHAs1 MOpJa, U yeurys. .. Yero Toipko He HanpuaymbIBaloT. OIHU CUMTAIOT, 4TO [dpsipBU — 3TO
3Mesl, BpoJe BaCWJIMCKA, IpyTUe — 4TO OH, CKOpee, MPOCTO HEKOE TUKOE KMBOTHOE, KPOBOXKAIHBIN
XMIIHMK; TPETHU U BOBCE IOJIATalOT, YTO OH IOX0K Ha OTPOMHOIO KPOKOAWJIA, U KUBET B 3amaIHbIX
Bbonorax. Ho HMKTO 13 HUX He npaB. [IbApBU — 3TO. ..

— D70 BBIAYMKA, — HaXMypuicsd OXOTHUK.

— Tob1 onmbaenibcs. [IpsipBU — MyApoe U JIpeBHee CO3[aHHe; TaKUX, KaK OH, OOJbINe yxke
He ocTayiock. Bee ero copomuuu okazaauch JUOO MOBEpKeHBI, MO0 0OMAHOM 3alepThl B KJIeTKaX.
Ho Bpang-Ksspsaib... DToT KOposib B35J1 BCe JIydlllee OT CBOMX IPEJKOB, IOCEMY OH — CUJIbHEN-
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A 13 BCeX I0KHBIX KOpOJiel, Koraa-moo cymectBoBaBmux. [Ipenok Kesipeans, kopons Parnap, —
THICSYM JIET Ha3aJl IMEHHO OH OOMaHOM 3aCTaBHJI JpeBHEro [IpsipByU BIE3Th B KJIETKY, a 3aTeM HaJo-
KUJT 3aKJISIThE HA XKeJle3Hble MPYThsl. [IbsSpBU OKa3ayCcs B JIOBYIIKE, M ObUT BHIHYXKJEH COTTACUTHCS
Ha MPeJIOKEHHBIE YCIOBUS: TOJIBKO COCTYKHMB JOCTOWHYIO CITy)Oy MOTOMKY KOPOJIEBCKOTO pOfa,
B YbMX JXHWJIax OyaeT Teub KpoBb camoro Parnapa, [pspBu oOperer cBoOOLY. TONBKO BOT MPOHUS
3TOro JOroBOpa B TOM, — MPOJOJIKAja BeJbMa, — YTO HA OIUH M3 NMPHUKA30B HUKOTAA HE OKa3bIBa-
eTCsl JOCTATOUHBIM. [IbSpBH MPOCTO HE AAIOT CTOSIIMX TOPYYEHHIA, YTOOBI HE BHIITYCKATh €r0 Ha BOJIIO
panbinie BpemeHu. A KbsipBasb yske rOTOB BBITYCTUTH [IbsIpBY, U yKe TIPUHSII 3TO pellieHre — KOpOJb
IOra npukaxer ynuuroxuth u Jlensuyio Cteny, u Taroans, u Bcex ceBepsiH — BCeX, A0 OAHOTO, —
u Toraa dpsspBu oOpetet cBo6oy. ThicsSUM JIET B CHIPOM MOA3EMebe MPOIILTH He 3psi — THEB M HeHa-
BHUCTbh, HAKOIIJICHHBIE 32 CTOJIb JJOJITUI CPOK, BHIPBYTCSI HAPYKY, U HUKTO HE CMOXET CIIACTHCh.

— Otkyza Tl Bee 310 3Haen b ? — HemoBepurBO MOKOCHJICS HA JKYTKO OJieTHOE JIMIIO JEBYIIKU
OxotHuK. — O TOM, uTO Mex1y CeBepom u KOrom rpsjer HoBass Outsa’?

— $1 crpinny TO, YTO Apyrve He CIIbIIAT.

— ITouemy e TOrAa THI TOBOPUIIIL, YTO ST MOTY YTO-TO CHEJATH?..

— Buguis . ..

BenpMma, CIOBHO CMyTHUBIIMCH HA CEKYHY, KJIAJIET JIaJJOHb Ha 1iedo Hipkana, u yBiieKaer ero
3a co0oii:

— Hagaii npoiinemcst, OXOTHUK.

&k

Kaxercsi, mpoIwio HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT, Moka MopraHna v Hakasun nmporyarBasvch 1o MmoKaThiM
TPaBSIHUCTBIM CKJIOHAM; OTHAKO, Korna OXOTHUK 3aMEeTU IEPEMEHy B OKPY’KaBIIIEM MX Nen3axe —
00a BHOBb OKa3aJIMCh MOCPE/IM TYCTOrO TEMHOTO Jieca, BAJIEKe OT MO30JI0YEHHBIX 3aKaTOM XOJIMOB,
rae crut BpaHak, — TO mogymalt, YTo mpoIuio HECKOIBbKO YacoB.

— ThI cunbHEe 000MX KOpPOJIel — CHIIbHEE TIOTOMY, YTO Thl BUIUIIL OOJbie, yeM oHu. Kax-
Oblid U3 HUX — 1 Taroanb, 1 KesipBasib, — OC/IeNyIeHbI JKaX 101 BIACTH, KEJIAaHUEM YHHUUTOKHUTH COTep-
HUKA; a Thl — HET: y TeOs1 HUKOrJa He ObUTO HU BJIACTH, HU CONIEPHUKOB. Thl MOXeIb Ky/1a OoJIbIIIe —
MOTOMY, YTO MOXKeIllb BBIOMpaTh. O6a KOpoJist 00pedYeHsl cIeJoBaTh YeMY-TO OTHOMY: JIMOO OKpYyKa-
IOIIEMY C POXKICHHSI JIEISTHOMY XOJIONY, MO0 MbUIaloeMy orHio B cepatie. Ho uvMenHo TBost cBoboaa
BBIOVIPATh COCITYKHT TeOe CITykO0y, TOMOXET OCTAaHOBUTH [IbsIpBU, M THICSUM KU3HEW, OOpPEUEHHBIX
Ha rorudesb, OyIyT CriaceHbl, a BOWHA MPEKPATUTCs, HE HAYABIIMCh. Thl CMOKEIIIb TATaThCs C HUM,
OpOCHTH BBI30B; OH YBHIHT JIOCTOMHOTO CONEpHUKA B TeOe. .. VI oH mpourpaet OMTBY, — TONBKO €Ciu
ThI HAYYHIIIbCSI UCTIONB30BATh CBOM BOBMOKHOCTH, YIPABJISATh UMH. . .

— Her, Her, TbI TOuHO conuia ¢ yma! §I He UMe HUYEro CBOEro, COBCEM HUYETrO, U TATAThCS
¢ 3tuM [IpsipBu He cymero. Tem Gosiee, HUKTO He 3HAET, HACKOJILKO OH OTPOMEH M HACKOJIBKO CHJIEH. . .
Ho Bce npencraisiior, Hackonbko crpaied! A ciwiman, yto roBopsrt iogu. OfaHU rOBOPST, UTO
JpsipBY — IOTOMOK JIEMOHOB, JIMOO caM JAEMOH; JPYTrye CYUTAIOT, YTO OH — YyIOBHUIIIE, YTO IyTellle-
CTBYET MO]] BOJAMH peK. ..

— Ho Bce onm ommbaiorcsi. IpspBr ropasio crapiie Bcex JIeMOHOB M Bcex pek. UM ropasno
CUJIbHEe BCEX MOHCTPOB M UYJOBHII, YTO OOMTAIOT Ha HAmmMx 3eMiisix. OH xutep v myap. M Tonbko
THI — TOT, KTO Ha3biBaeT cebst b «OXOTHUK», TOT, KTO CMyTHO TIOMHUT UMsI «Hkamm», — TOIBKO
ThI CMOXEIIIb OCTAaHOBHTb €T0.

— Uro T8I Hecenb? $1 He cobupatoch cpakarbest ¢ HUM! S He coOMparoch BMEIIMBATLCS B KOPO-
neBckylo BorHy! S He ciyxy Hu IOry, Hu CeBepy, U He HaMepeH 3aHUMaTh HUYbI0 CTOPOHY.

— 4 Hayuy Te0s ciymars Ipupoay, U Haydy TeOs CIbIIaTh ee peur. TBOs CHjla CMOXET mpe-
B30iTH U OroHb, U Xosom; ecau y Taroans — neassHol Betep, a y KbsipBasist — kurisiiee rjiamsi, To
y TeOs1 — cama 3eMJIs. . .
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— OcraBb MeHs B mokoe! Youpaiics, BeapMa! — Hkasun nogaicst Ha3a BceM TEJIOM, XMYPO
B3MJISIHYB B JIMTI0 Moprassl. PazBepHyBIIICH, OH OPOCHJICS MTPOYb, CKPBIBIIMCH B TEMHOM Yallie Jieca.

— ThI cam TIO30BeIIb MEHS, — BRIKPUKHYJIA Be/IbMa BCJIe], Ocelas Ha MEp3ITyI0 TPaBy, MOKPbI-
TYI0 CKOJIL3KUM clioeM uHes. — Ho Tonmbko Tebe mpujeTcs mocraparbes... S MOry v He MpuiTU
Ha TBOU 30B!

Moprana 3arpoKkuHy/ia TOJIOBY Ha3ajJ W Jieryla Ha MOKPHIThIE MHEEM TeMHO-3eJICHble MXU.
Benpma 3akpbuia raza, U TYT ke MPOBAIWIACh Ha3al B YepHOE KPYKEBO COOCTBEHHBIX BOJIOC,
MCUEe3HYB B OapXaTHOM KOBpE 3€JIeH!, OCTAaBHB IOCTIe ceOsl JIMIIb OYepTaHue YeJIOBEYeCKOU (PUTYphl
Ha 3eMJIE.
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I'maBa nsarasa

Jlensupie Jleca ocraymuck maneko mo3agr. OXOTHUK Tiepelies TOpHbie XpeOThl, YKyTaHHbIC
B BEKOBBIE CHEra, M Tenepb JOCTUT 3€JIeHbIX JIYTOB, TPOCTUPAIOLIUXCS 10 CaMOro ropu3oHTa. PaB-
HUHBI U TIOKaThle CKJIOHBI XOJIMOB, MOKPBITBIE KOBPOM MSTKOW CBEKEU 3eJIeHU, TPAaBOU, MyIUCTOM
Y MSATKOW, ¥ POCCHITIBIO SIPKUX JIYTOBBIX IIBETOB. .. JlonnHa, 3amTas comHIeM, Obljla corpera caMou
MIPUPOJION, CAMUM 30JIOTHIM TETJIOM BEYHOT'O JIeTa. DTO Ka3aJIOCh TAKUM CTPAHHBIM: BCETO B JIECATKE
MUJTb K CeBepy 3eMiist ObllTa OKOUESHEJION 1 MePTBOM, a 37Iech — IIBeJIa U OJ1aroyxajia, ICTovasi CJIaIKuid
MbSHAIMUN 3anax. Hpkamn npukpell 11a3a, NOACTaBUB JIMIIO TEIIOMY MSTKOMY BeTepky. «BeuHoe
7eTo. .. Terio u CoKONHO, M HUKAKMX KPAHOCTEN U HUKAKOoro 6e3ymusi. .. HUKakux mpoKJIATHIA. . .
Takyio npupony s 1 moomo», — xymai OXOTHHK.

OH Mo4yBCTBOBAJI CBOIO YCTAJIOCTh — JOJITHE TsKEJbIe TePeXo/ibl, MyTEIIeCTBUE CKBO3b BO3YX
¥ TEMHOTY K oMy MopraHsl ¥ JOJITUI METUH Ty Th 00paTHO, — HEBEPOSATHBIE COOBITH S, 3aCTABUBIIIHE
YCOMHUTBCS B PEIbHOCTH TIPOMCXOSAIIET0, Jain o0 cebe 3HaTh BCe Pa3oM, HABAJMBIIMCH HAa YCTaB-
miero myTHuka. OXOTHUK, PAcMoOIOKUBIIUCH B TEHU, TIPUJIET HA TPaBy... VI B TOT ke MUT YCHYII.

&k

— Kro TbI Takoi1?

My’KCKOI TOJI0C, 3ByUYaBIIHiA OTKYAA-TO CBEPXY, He ObUT YTPOKAIOIIMM MM HACTOPOKEHHBIM —
OH ObUI BIIOJIHE NMPHUBETJIMBBIM, JIMIIIb HEMHOTO YIMBIEHHBIM, U TOJBKO, — HO Hkann Bce paBHO
B3JPOTHYJI, PE3KO PaCcKpBIB IJ1a3a, ¥ M0 MPUBBIYKE BHIXBATUIJI OXOTHUYHIA HOKX.

— Yr0 310?

Koraa rmaza OxoTHHKa He cpa3y MPUBBIKIIM K SIPKOMY 30JI0TOMY CBETY, M TOJIBKO Yepe3 HeKO-
TOpPOE KOPOTKOE BPEeMsi OH CyMeJl pacCMOTPETh CTOSIBILIETO MOOJAJTh YeJIOBEeKa, OMACIMBO IIarHyB-
IIIero Ha3a[ MpU BUJIE OPYKUSI.

— Yro Tebe HyxHO? — HacTopoxkeHHO cripocui OXOTHUK.

— Huyero, — oTBeTH HE3HAKOMeELl, PUMUPUTETLHO TOJHSB JIaoHU. — OIYCTH CBOE OpYyKHe,
s He TIPUYMHIO TeOe Bpena.

— OtBeuait, KTO Thl TakoW? — Hkain v He Jymaul BBIIyCKaTh HOXK U3 PYK.

— 41 — Bpanak, u Tel — B MoeM cHe. Kak Tel BooOI1e okasasics 31ech? — Crpocuit 03aga4eHHO
MapeHb.

Hpxann npurnsiaencs — v ASHCTBUTEIBHO y3HAII B HE3HAKOMIIE TOro camoro «Crisimero», KoTo-
POro CoOBCeM HeIaBHO BHJET B AECSATKE MUJIb OTCIOA.

— Ara! 4 tak u 3Ha71! Be€ 910 ymnb — u [pokiiatue Beunoro Cha, v IpsspBH, U BeCh TOT Opel. . .
ITO MPOJESKU BEIbMbI !

— Her-ner, — ucnyranHo 3amoran rojioBoit Bpanak, — He 4yib. [TocMoTpu cam, — 1 TOBEN
PYKOH, yKa3biBast BOKPYT ceOsl.

HaxwmypuBiick, OXOTHUK OBICTPO MEPEeBOAMI B3MJIsA]] C HE3HAKOMIIA HA MECTHOCTbh BOKPYT —
OHA U BIPSIMb Ka3ajach HEOOBIYHOMW, Jlake HeHacTosIel. 1o Obula Ta jKe camasi JIETHSS MOoJIsHa
C TIOKaThIMU HU3KMMH XOJIMAaMH, YXOISAIIMMU B OECKpaliHUE Jajii, HO BO3/1yX ObUT OYATO HEPOBHBIM;
eci Obl BETEp MOXKHO OBbLJIO paCCMOTPETh, OH BHIIIIsiieN Obl IMEHHO TaK. DTH YAUBUTEbHBIE MeCTa
Ka3aJIMCh CIIOBHO HAPMCOBAHbI MEJIKMMHU IITPUXaMHU, BCE BOKPYT — U 00JIaka B sIpKO-TOTyOOM Heoe,
U SIPKUE LBETHI B SIPKO-3€JIEHOM TpaBe, U JIaXe SPKO CUSIONIUI CTAJIbI0 HOX, BCE ellle HalpaBJICHHBIH
Ha BpaHaka, — Bce Ka3ajgoch HEHACTOSIIINM, CJIMIIIKOM, CJMIIKOM SIPKMM M HEMpPaBAONOA0OHbBIM. . .
W BripsAMB Kak COH.

— Buguins? Thl y MeHS B TOCTSIX, — YJIBIOHYJICS TTapeHb B O€JION JIbHSHOW pyOallike, — OIHaKO
HA30BU CBOE MM$, KTO OBl ThI HUA OBLIL.
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— 51 — OXOTHUK.

— Oxotnuk? Ho 310 He ums. ..

— 1 MeHs — UMs.

— DTO CTpPaHHO.

— INocnmymaii, kak T OKa3ascs 3aech? Thl Be/lb HEJABHO CUJIEI MIEpe]] 3aKaToM, a Teriepb BAPYT
CTOMIIIb 37IeCh, TJIe JIETHUU MOJNAeHb. .. — Hmkamn 6si1 cout ¢ Tonky. — Kak Takoe Bo3moxHO? YTO
3TO 3a Marus?

— Bce ropasno npoine, — OTBETHIT XO35IMH 3TOTO CHA, OCTOPOKHO MPUOIMAKASICh M OITYCKAasICh
Ha TPaBy PsIOM CO CBOMM HEXJAHHBIM rocTeM. — 1 U B caMOM Jese CHMKy ceiuac Ijie-To Jajieko
OTCIONA. .. A 3TO MECTO — 3TO MO¥ COH. Mo¥i MHp, KOTOPBIH 51 He COOMPAIOCh IOKUIATh, — OH TIPOIOI-
&KaJ1 OECIIETHO YIIbIOaThCS, JKMYPSCH OT COJHIIA.

— IMouemy? — INoBepHyicsa Huxkart, mpsiya OXOTHAYHMIA HOK OOPAaTHO B CBOU BEIIU: OUYEBHUJIHO,
YeJIOBeK PsIOM ObLI COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOEH U 6e300u/ieH. — Pa3Be Thl He XOuelllb BEpHYThCS K HOp-
MaJIbHOM, OOBIYHOM xu3HU? B HacTosmem mupe?

— Her, — moxaJn nuieuamu mapeHsb, — Ta 371as Be[bMa, YTO MPOKJIsIa MeHsI Koraa-To. .. Jymara,
YTO HaKa3bIBAET MEHs. A Ha caMOM [ieJie OHa ToIapuiia MHE CaMblil HACTOSIIMI pail. Beunoe jero
Y BEYHBIH MOJIJIeHb, OECIIEYHOCTh U CBOOOAY... Y MeHS 3[eCh €CTh BCE, UTO MHE HYKHO. Y MeHs
3aech ectb HaBcerna. 1 He Xxouy Bo3Bpalarscsi B MUp, rie ee He OyaeT. oHa.

Bpanak ykazan nmayblieM Kyna-To Baib, 1 Hakamn paccmoTpen Biajieke, Ha OOHOM M3 Oec-
KpailHUX XOJIMOB, KEHCKyI0 (urypy B Oenoil omesxe. [leBylika cuaena B TpaBe, OIMYCTHBIIHCH
Ha KOJIEHHU, ¥ cOOMpaJia JIyroBble IIBEThI. BeTep urpas ¢ ee TEeMHBIMU KYIPSIBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, Pa3BEeBa
TIO/ION €€ TBIITHOTO JIETKOTo 1iaThs... OHa Oblla cuacTivBa, M OHa ObUIa BeyHa. BpaHak ymbioancs,
CMOTpsI Ha Hee.

OXOTHUK OIJISIIBIBIT OECTIEYHO CYACTIIMBOTO TIAPHSI, UTO CUJIEJ PSIZIOM Ha TpaBe — U BCE HUKAK
HE MOT MOHSTh, KAK MOXHO JOOPOBOJILHO OTKA3aThCsi OT COOCTBEHHOM sKM3HU pajii BEUHOCTH BO CHE.

— Ho kak ke TbI okazasics 31ech, OXoTHUK ? — BepHysics K pasroBopy Bpanak.

—5? 4... — Hoxkan BOpyr MOHSUI, 4TO eMy OTYEr0-TO TPYIHO MPUTIOMHUTH COOBITHS, TPOU30-
IIIE/IIIIE COBCEM HE/IaBHO, CIOBHO OHH MPOMCXOAMIIN HECKOMIBKO JIeT Hazal. — S nepecek CeBepHblie
[opel... [Totom. .. [ToToM criycTriIcs B 3€JIEHYIO IOJIMHY ... AX 11a, elle Bcrpedas MopraHy, 1 BUaes
TeOs1, — BUJIEN, KaK ThI CITUIIIb.

— To1 BUnEsncs c Mopranoii? — Bpanak ka3ajicst iCKpeHHe yauBJIeHHbIM. — Kak 3To oHa 3axoTena
nokazarbcsl Te0e? M maxe roBopwna?.. Ctano ObITh, TH He OOBIYHBIA YesioBeK. OHa He OYeHb-TO
TMOOUT JToAeH.

— Omna 6penmiia. PacckaspiBasia, 4To CKOpo cHOBa OyzieT BoiiHa, meskay FOrom u CeBepom, 1 94To
9TO OyeT camasi cTpaiiHasi OuTsa... M 4To 51 NOMkeH MOBIUATH Ha €€ MCXO. . .

— Kak noBnusare? — [lapens 3auHTepecoBaHo noBepHYJICSA K OXOTHUKY.

— OHa roBopmia, 4To 51 MOTY OpOCHTh BbI3OB [IbsIpBU, U Jake MOOequTh ero. UTo s A0KeH
HAYYUThCS UCTIONIL30BATh KAKUEe-TO CHJIBI. .. A, HEBAXKHO.

— 3Haelb, — Cepbe3HO MPOrOBOPUII cOOeCeIHNK, — pa3 Tede ckasaia 3To cama MopraHa, 3Ha-
YWT, TaK U €CTh.

— Ilouemy xe? — XMbIKHYT OXOTHUK.

— IToromy 4uro MopraHa HUKOrja He BpeT.

— Hy na, ona He Bpet — oHa Openut. OHa He B cebe, 9TO Kak/I0My U3BECTHO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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