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YacrTs nepsas

I'1aBa nepBast

Ot10 OBLIO OYEHDb JIABHO, — Ta UCTOPHS, UTO OyIeT paccKasa-
Ha CErojHs, — HO Bce ke oHa Obuta. COOBITHS 3TH MTPOUCXOIM-
JI1 MHOTO BEKOB Ha3aJl, KOrja B TEMHBIX HEIIPOXOAUMBIX Jiecax
ellle XWJIM 3araJJoyHble MarnIecKre CyIecTBa, a JIIAbMU ITPaBH-
JIM YUCTOKPOBHBIE KOPOJIH, TOTYUYUBILIKE BJIACTD MO HACIEACTBY,
OT CBOMX OTIOB. TeppuTtopuu, pacrpeiesieHHbIE MeX/Ty YeThIPb-
Ms KpynHeimmmvu KoponeBcTBamu, ObUTH 3aIlUIIIEHbl BHICOKH-
MU CTEHaMHU KperiocTeii; kaxaoe KoponeBcTBo umMenno cBou 3a-
KOHBI ¥ 00BIYau, 2 HEKOTOPhIe U3 TIPABUTENICH — Jake YHUKAIIb-
HYI0, 0COOYIO BJIACTh HaJ| CTUXUSIMHU.

['epoit 3TON MCTOpUM, Ubsl cyApOa Tak KPyTO W3MEHWJIAChH
B OJIVH M3 HUYEM He ITpUMevaTeTbHbIX THEH, KU UMEHHO B Ty —
BEJIMKYIO, XOTSI U JKECTOKYIO0, — 31oxy. OH MHOTO JIeT BeJ KU3Hb
OTIIIE/IbHUKA, TIPEANounTasi OMyXAaTh MO OE3JIOHBIM Jiecam
U CTENsAM, HE MMesl HU MOCTOSHHOIO JIOMa, HA CEMbHU, HE 3Hasl
Jaxke, OTKy[da OH caM POJIOM; TOJIbKO PEJIKUH, YIMBUTEIIbHBIN Ta-
JIAHT OXOTHUKA — €[IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTABAJIOCh Y HETO, — OBLIO
TEM €IMHCTBEHHBIM, UYTO IIOMOI'aJIO BBIKUBATh. YesloBeK, 3a BCIO
CBOIO ’KU3Hb HE MPUCITHYBIIUN Ha BEPHOCTh HU OJIHOMY U3 KO-
postel, BBIOpaBIIHiA CBOOOTY BMECTO CITIOKOMHOM KM3HH B CTEHAX



KPEroCTH. .. He XkaJjeJ O CRBOeM BHIOOpE HU €JMHOW CEKYH/IBI.

Ota ucropust — 00 OXOTHHKE, KOTOPOMY MPEACTOUT Y3HATh
TailHy CBOEro MPOMCXOKJIEHUSI U PACKPHITh B ceOe yAUBUTENb-
HblE CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTO TMOMOTYT OCTAHOBHUTH CONEPHUYECTBO
JBYX KPYIHEUIINX BPAKAYIOIIMX KOpoaeBCcTB. O UesoBeKe, U4To
CYMEET CMACTH THICTYM HEBUHHBIX KU3HEU, U TPEJOTBPATHUT, Ka-
3aJ10Ch Obl, HEN30EXKHYI0 OMTBY /IByX IPUHIIEB, YTO BO3HEHABH-
JeJU Ipyr Apyra euie 3a/10Jro 10 UX NepBov BCTPEUH.

DTa UCTOPUS O TOM, KOro 30BYyT OXOTHUK; 3Ta UCTOPHUS O TOM,
ube ums — Hkamn u3 XauicrenHa.

Hokk

HebiHerHee yTpo BbIAJIOCh TYMaHHBIM. 3€JIeHbIE JIECHBIE XOJI-
MBI, IPOCTHPAIOIIKECS 10 CAMOTO TOPU30HTA, ObLIM TOKPHITHI
KJIOYKaMKM MYTHOTO [bIMa, CIIOBHO BATOW; MOAHMMASICh K MO-
JIOYHO-OeJTBIM 00J1aKaM, OHU CKPbIBAJIA COOOM COHEYHbIE JIyH,
He MO3BOJISISI TEM KOCHYTHCS XOJIOAHOM, MEP3IIOi 3eMJIH.

OXOTHUK BBUIE3 M3 CBOETO MIAJAllla U CHeNajl HECKOJIbKO
JBWKEHUI PyKaMH, pa3MUHAs HIMPOKUE IUIeUH, — M0YBa Obljia
HEPOBHOM, Y MBIIIIIIBI 3aTeKJIM BO BpeMst cHa. Llypsick ot maro-
BOT'0 CBETA, POOUBAIOIIEroCsi CKBO3b I'YCThIC BETBH €JIeH U ITUXT,
BBICOKHMI MOJIOZIOW MYXKUMHA OIJIsifieNl OTKPBIBAIOIIMIACS Tiepe/]
HuM B, Llenoe nzympynHoe Mope XBOMHbBIX IePeBbeB MPOCTHU-
pajioch O cambIX HeOec, M UX TPEYroJibHble BEPXYIIKH, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, TSHHYJIUCh K TAKOMY BBICOKOMY, TAKOMY OJIEKJIOMY U XO-



JIOMHOMY COJIHEYHOMY CBETY, CKPBITOMY T'YCTBIMHU O€JIbIMU 00-
JmakaMu. Bo3yx 3TUM yTpoMm ObLT YKCT U TTPO3payeH, Kak BoAa
B TOPHOM PYy4Yb€, HO U Tak ke xosofeH. CaenaB HECKOIbKO IJTy-
60KHUX B10XOB, OXOTHUK MPHUHSUICS COOMPATh CBOU BEIIU, KOUX
OBbLJIO BeCbMa HEMHOT0. BposkJIeHHOE 1yThe HUKOT/Ia €roO He MO~
BOJIAJIO — OH MOT YYYAIThb IMYb Ha PACCTOSSHUA MWJIW; TaK CITy-
YWJIOCh M ceivac — rae-To0 MoOIM30CTH OTUYETIIMBO CIIBIIIAIKCH
HEBECOMBIE I1Iard AUKOIO OJIEHS MO €Ile BJIAXHOU OT JIeAsTHON
POCHI TpaBe.

Nma storo Oxorauka — Hmkxamwr. Crone HEOOBIYHOE MM
HE TMOXOJMJIO HU Ha OIHO UM YCJIBIIIAHHBIX 3a BCIO *U3Hb. Hu
B O/IHOM KOpoJsieBCTBE — HU B 3amke Priniapent, Hu B [1ycThIHHBIX
SImax, Hu B Pycayoubux 3emisix — MogoOHBIX UMEH He BCTpe-
yasnock. OTKyna B3suicss Huxain, KTo ero ceMbs, — OH He 3HaJl
u cam. Hu B 0JHOM U3 TOpPOJIOB HE YyBCTBOBAJ OH ceOs JI0-
Ma; TOJIbKO BOJIbHBIE IIPOCTOPHI, HE MPUHA/IJIEKAILIME HUA OTHOMY
u3 KoponescTB, Bcerna Ka3aiucb poJHbIMH, TOJBKO 3BOH POJI-
HUKOB U IIOPOX BETPA, 3AIyTABIIErOCS B BETBAX BEKOBBIX Y-
OO0B, — TOJIbKO IUKAasl, IEPBO3JIaHHAS MPUpPojia Mo3BosIa OX0T-
HUKY JIBIIIATh CBOOOJHO, MOTHOU I'PY/bI0, — U UMEHHO MO3TOMY
OXOTHHK Tak ¥ HE CMOTI IIPUBA3ATbCA HU K OMHOMY U3 BeuHbix
KoponeBcts. [lecATKM ¥ COTHU TOPOAOB OH MOCETUII, HO HU B OfI-
HOM U3 HUX He 33JepKaJiCsl HAJIOJrO; AUKasi IepBOOBITHAST CBO-
6o1a MaHWJIa €ro CBOMMHU OeCKpailHUMM, HEM3BEIaHHBIMU 3€M-
JISIMU, TIOJIHBIMU YYJIEC, 3araJIoK M TaliH, HE MO3BOJISIs OCTABATh-
Cs 3alIePThIM B BBICOKMX CTEHAX KPEMOCTEU.



DTO yTPO BBIAAIOCH TAKUM XK€, KaK Mpedblayllee, TAKUM Ke,
KaK ¥ MHOTHE yTpa €ro BOJIbHOU JKU3HU; HO CErofiHs, OTIIPaB-
JISASICh TIO cJiefy JUKOro 3Bepsi, OXOTHHK ellle He 3HaeT, UTo
3a BCTpeuy FOTOBUT [IJIs1 HETO cama cyaboa.

Kok

JlecsTku X0IMOB, OECIITYMHO NepeceyeHHbIe OCTOPOKHOM IMO-
CTYIBIO — Y BOT 3allax JU4M CTAHOBUTCSA YETKUM U SAPKHUM, ITPO-
Oupasch Ha caMoe OHO JIETKMX C KaKJbIM HOBBIM BJIOXOM. Py-
Ka cama TAHETCH K IIJIevy, BBIBEPEHHBIM JBUKEHUEM BbITATMBA-
€T CTpeJly U3 KOJIYaHa 3a CIIMHOM U NPUKJIA/IBIBAET €€ K TETUBE
JIyKa, TIOAHUMasI ero rneper coooi. ITomy OXOTHHKY HE HYKHO
BUJIETb JUKOT'O OJIEHS, YTOObI Y3HATh, YTO TOT MPsIYETCS 3a Clie-
JYIOLIMM JIEPEBOM, — BPOXKIEHHBIE UHCTUHKTBI HUKOT/IA HE MOJ-
BOAAT. 3aTauB [pixaHue, OXOTHUK JeJaer ele napy Oecurym-
HBIX [1IarOB, 1 HAKOHEYHUK CTPEJIBI IPOCKAIB3BIBAET CKBO3b €J10-
BBIH JIATHUK — MEXAY CJIOSMU OapXaTHOW XBOU MEJIbKHYJIA CBET-
JIO-KOpUYHEBasl CIIMHA, ycessHHast OesibIMU IATHaMu, — Hiokan
JeJIaeT elle 1ar, 1 3aMUpaeT: Mepe/l HUM — TEMHas JIeCcHas I0-
JISIHA, HAZIEKHO CKPBITas OT CBETA I'YCTHIMU BETBSIMH, 4 Ha IOJIA-
He. .. Yenosek.

Pe3ko noeepHyB 1eto, oyieHb 3aMeTi OXOTHHKA, U CTPEMU-
TEJIbHO YHECCS BJaJlb, CKPBIBUIMCh U3 BUJUMOCTH B MTHOBEHHE
oka. Ho B3miAn TOro, KTo BBICJIEKMBAI JUYb €€ CEKYH/bl Ha-
3a]], OCTAaeTCs MIPUKOBAH K YEPHOU (pUrype, 3acThIBLIEU TOCPE-



I PE3HOTO TPABSIHUCTOIO MOKPBIBAJIA, UTO CTEJIETCS IMOJ HOra-
MU. Briepeau — Mostofast ;KeHIIMHA, CKOpee Jaxe IoHas JIEBYIII-
Ka, YTO BBIVISIAUT HECKOJIbKO HEPSIIUIMBO U JIakKe JAUKOBATO; €e
JUIMHHBIE TOHKWE MaJIblbl C YEPHBIMU KOITSIMHU 3aMEPJIH, CJIOB-
HO Nepbsl NTUYBUX KPbUIbEB, PACIIPABJICHHBIE B BO3/yXe. Xyaasi,
yrioBatasi purypa, oojayeHHasi B YepHOe, POTHYJIach B CITUHE
Ha3aJl, a CIyTaHHbIe YepPHbIE BOJIOCHI CBHUCAIOT, MOJAOOHO JIJTUH-
HBIM BOJIHAM, MOYTU Kacasch 3eMiId. OXOTHMK 3acThUl Ha Me-
CTe, YCTPEMUB CBOH B3IVIS/] HAa JIEBYIIKY; OH HE 3HAJ, KTO OHA,
HO B €0 MaMSTH Ha4aJIi BCILTBIBATH KOTIA-TO YC/IbIIIIAHHBIE Oaii-
KM UCITYTaHHBIX CEBEPSIH.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHMI [TMHHAS OniejHas 1ies, Msir-
KO cusiionias Ha )oHe TYCTOro Mpaka, MEAJIEHHO MOBEPHYJIACh
B CTOPOHY INPEPBABIIET0 CTPAHHBIA pUTYal TocTsl, © OXOTHUK
yBUIEN OJIETHOE JIUIIO — MTPEKPACHOE, KaK JIUK JIYHbI, — HO B3IJISI]L
HE3HAKOMKH ObLT JIUKUM U CUsLJT O€3yMHBIM OJIECKOM, UTO 3a-
BOpaXuBai M myrai. Ho 3ToT He3BaHbIN rOCTh ObUL, B OTIINYKE
OT MHOTHX, TBEpPA CEPALIEM, U HU OJIMH €0 MYCKYJI HE JPOTHYJI
MO/ IPUCTAJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM 3TUX KOJKMX, XOJOAHBIX IJ1a3.

— XMMM, HY 3/IpaBCTBY#, OXOTHUK... — TOHKHE ryObl TOBOPSI-
IIel, 4To HaBepHsKa Obula Toi camon JlecHoit Bembmoid, o Ko-
TOPOU BCE TOBOPST, Pa3beXaNCh B YXMbUIKE. — UTO ThI UINIEHIH
371eCh?

Tot npomosnyal.

— Yro xe o Momuminb? Wmm Gowmbcss MeHsA? — Pwurypa
B YEPHOM ILJIaThe, CJIOBHO COTKAHHOM M3 THICSYM CJIOEB YEPHBIX



NayTUH, pa3BepHY/IACh, 1 OTHU CBET/ISTUKOB, YTO OKPYXKaJM IMO-
JISTHY CHSIIOIIIMM KOJIBIIOM CBOETO BOJIIIIEOHOTO CBETA, MOTYXJIH
BMUT', OCTABUB *KEHIIUHY B MMOJYMpPAaKe.

— 41 Hukoro He 00I0Ch, — ObICTPO OTBeTUT OXOTHUK, — UOO
HEKOTro MHE OOSIThCS.

YcMexHyBIIUCH, JEBYIIKA MPOIIENTaa:

— A crouso OHl. ..

— K10 TBHI?

ToHKue yepHble OPOBHM B3METHYJIUCH BBEPX:

— Kak? Tw1 pa3Be He Hacabiman 000 Mae? UTO X, sl pacCKaxy
Te0e, KTO 4.

Pe3nas crpena OXOTHHMKa BCe €llle OCTaBajach HalpaBiieHa
MPSIMO B IPy/ib HE3HAKOMKHU.

— 4 — camo Bpems, n g xe — koHeu Bpemenn. A — mropwm,
U 5 Ke — MOKOM. { gaio ®ku3Hb U gaio cMeptb. Moe ums — Mop-
raHa, ¥ Tbl 3HaelIb 000 MHE, 51 BUKY 3TO B TBOMX IJla3ax.

Jlerenapl 0 BeabMe, UTO MpsYETCSl B TIIyOMHE ITUX JIECOB,
XOIWJIM Cpey HapoaoB coceqHux KoponeBcTB, nepenaBaeMbie
U3 YCT B yCTa Ha MPOTSKEHUHU COTeH JieT. Mctopun o BcTpeyax
C Hell MepecKa3blBAIMCh LIETIOTOM, — U3 CTpaxa MpU3BaTh AyX
BEbMbI, U3 CTpaxa pa3rHeBaThb €€ CBOMM HEYBAKEHUEM, — pac-
CKa3bIBAIMCh HEBEPOSTHbIE UCTOPUU, U3PSTHO MPUYK PAIIICHHBIE
CJIlyXaMH ¥ CIUIETHSIMU; UICTOpUU 0 Moprase, 4To yMeeT roBeJie-
BaTh U BETPOM, U JIOKJEM; O BellbMe, YTO CTOJIb Oe3yMHa U Ke-
CTOKA, CKOJIb U IPEeKpacHa.

BeccriopHo, nepex OxoTHrkoM Oblta cama Moprasa.



— Ormyctu CBOW JIyK, OXOTHHK, — IPOrOBOpWJIa OHA, — f
He IPUYMHIO Bperna. .. PaBHomy cebe.

3acoMHEBaBIIIMCh BCEro JMIIb Ha Mur, Hmkamn npousHec,
IPOJOIKAs NEUThCS B IEBYIIIKY, UTO YabIOAnach emy, CMOTps
HCTIONJIOOB:

— To1 6e3ymHa, ThI Openuib. 5 Tedbe He poBHsL. Tl — BebMa,
a sl — BCETO JINIIb YeJIOBEeK, Oe3POIHBIN OXOTHHK, CKUTAIOIIUICS
10 JIyraM Y ropam. ..

— IlycTh TH cunTaenib cedst YeIOBEKOM, — UPOHMYHO Hayaia
BellbMa, — HO TeOe JaHa BJIACTh, O KOTOPOW Thl M HE BEAACIIb.
Sl Mory mpu3bIBaTh JyXOB MPUPOLIHI, & TH — IPEBHIE OXOTHUYIbU
MHCTHHKTBI, YTO IMPOCTOMY UEJIOBEKY HEeOCTYMHBL. $1 Mory na-
PUTH U OTHUMATh CYACThE W TOPE; Thl MOKEIIIb TO Ke. TOJTbKO BOT
s 3HAIO CBOIO TIPHPOALY, & THI JKe... A THI CBOEH ellle He OCO3Ha-
elllb.

— 3amomun! Tel He B cee.

— He cmeit yrpoxats MHe, — 3amumresia Moprana, crienas erie
OIMH 00OPOT BOKPYT ceOsl kKe; ee Telno CKPYTHIOCh, MOJ0OHO
CTBOJIy IepeBa, UTO pacTeT KpUBO, orudasi HeyJoOHOe TMpersT-
CTBHUE Ha CBOEM ITyTH. — §I cKaxy TeOe JIMIIIb OJHO, OXOTHUK. .. Ta
BJIACTb, UTO JJaHa TeOe, CraceT COTHH, ThICSYM HEBUHHBIX KU3-
Hell — U ellle MapOYKy UCTHHHO BUHOBATHIX, — 3araIOYHO YJIbIO-
HyJach OHA. — OJIHAKO €CJIM Thl HE MPU3HACIIb CBOEU MCTUHOU
OpUpobl... — Pyku BelbMbl Hauanu myratoiie ObICTPO YaJIH-
HSATBCSI, & TAJBbIIBI CTAJIM TPEBPAIAThCS B y3/I0BAThe BETKU, —
€CJIM He TIPAMeIITb caMoro ceds. .. To Jie MOoTYIIUT OroHb, a Iia-



MsI PaCTONMT Aa’Ke CaMble BEUHbIE CHETA.

OnemmB, OXOTHUK MEIJIEHHO OIYCTHII JIYK, 3aBOPOKEHHbIN
IIPEBPALIIEHUEM BEIbMBI B CAMOE HACTOSALIEE JEPEBO.

— Tel moxkews cnactu KoposnescrBo Jlpga u KoponescTBo
[Lnamenu, ecnu 3axoueltib. Y monyuyunibs KOpoHy. .. Kak korga-to
TBOU OTel MOJIy4dnJ1 ee oT cBoero orua. [Ipocro... Cuymai. ..

Tesio BeIbMbl OKaMEHEJIO, MPEBPATUBIIKCH B CTBOJI CTapou
CYXOH MBBI, pyKH OOpaTUJIUCh B BETBHU, a JIUIO CKPbUIOCHh B pe3-
HBIX y30pax KOpbL.

OXOTHUK OILIEJIOMJIEHHO B3MpaJl Ha CTapoe, YEPHEIOLIEE I10-
CpeAay TEMHOM MNOJISHBI KPUBOE JIEPEBO, KOTOPOE €IlE HECKOJIb-
KO CEeKyH[l Ha3aj ObUIO KMBbIM uesioBekoM. [locTosB ere nmapy
CEeKyH]l — yOenuBIIHCh, YT0 Moprana NoKMHYJa 3Ty MOJsHY, —
Hxamn 6pocusics mpoyb, cTapasich yoexkarb OT STOTO MPOKJIs-
TOT'O MecTa KaKk MOKHO CKOpee.



I'i1aBa BTOpas

Ho Jlecnas BenpMa Obuta XOTs M 3712, HO OTHIO[b He Oe3yMHa;
OHa OblJIa YMHA, HO BMeCTe C TeM M XUTpa — OHa He ckazaya OXoT-
HUKY, TPOH Kakoro u3 KoposeBcTB o:)xugaer ero B Oyaymiem.

Kok

McriokoH BEKOB PsI/IOM CYIIIECTBOBAJIM [1BA IPEBHUX KOPOJIEB-
crBa: Ha ceBepe — Koponesctso JIpaa u Xonona, a Ha tore — Ko-
ponesctBo Orus u [Tnamenw.

OnuH 3aMOK ObUT OEJIOCHEKEH U BBICOK; €r0 TOHKHE OalltHu
BO3BBILIAJIMCH HAJI 3eMJIEH, TepsIsCh Ie-To B oOnakax. [ panuiieit
CITY’KWJT HETIPUCTYITHBIE CTEHbI KPEIOCTH, OTJIUTHIE U3 CTEKJIa
¥ Be4HOro Jpaa. Peka Topmxkuic, 4To NpukUManach CBOUM U3-
ruOOM MOYTH K CaMbIM XPYCTAJIBHBIM CT€HaM, Bceraa Oblia Imo-
KpbITa CHETOM — HUKTO 37I€Ch HUKOrJa He BHaen ee Bod. Camo
KoposneBcTBO Tepsiioch BAaIeKe, COKPHITOE HE TOIBKO BBICOKH-
MM CTEHaMH, HO U JIe[ITHBIMU TyMaHaMH OOJIAKOB, a TAKkKe TeM-
HBIMH, HETIPOXOAMMBIMH JIECAMH, YTO KPOHAMHU CKPBIBAIOT HEOO
yXe COTHH JieT. Boaneke BUAHENUCH JIMIIb INITAIA OallleH 3aM-
Ka, YTO TSHYJHCh K HeOy M3-3a 3aMOPOIIEHHBIX CHETOM XOJIMOB,
12 U3peaKa MOKHO ObUIO YBUAETh TOHKHE CTOJIOBI CU30TO AbIMa,
YTO MOAHUMAETCS U3 TPYO KUJIBIX XVIKHH.

Ha npyroii xe cTropone, 4yTh BOCTOUHEE, IpocTupaioch Ko-



ponieBctBo OOx)uratomero [Tnamenn. Ero Tepputopun 3anuma-
7 OECKOHEYHBIE ITyCTHIHHBIE OJIMHBI, YTO BPEMEHAMH CMEHSI-
JIMCh CyXxoi Oe3KM3HEHHOH CTemblo; rpaHuia ObUla Takxke 000-
3HaueHa CTeHOW 3acTaBbl. Ho 3Ta creHa Obuia clokeHa yxke
HE W30 JIbJa, a U3 YePHbIX OOCHIMAHOBBIX KaMHEH, KOUX ObLIO
B KoponeBctBe B m30biTKE. 3716Ch, cHapyxu HOxHBIX 3emerb,
He ObLIO HM PEKU, HU JIePEBbEB, — JIMIIIb YePHbIE KOBaHbIE BOPO-
Ta, CJMBAIOIIMECS C YEPHOW CTEHOM, J]a HEMOJAJIEKY Iapa BOpPO-
HOB KJIEBaJIa CTAPbIi MOKEITEBIITUIN Yeperl.

CesepabiM KoponeBcTBOM mpaBuia JUHACTUSA HACTOJBKO
JIPEBHsIsA, UTO JIaXe CTAPOKUIIbI He MOTJIM ITPUITIOMHUTH TOUHO €€
MIPOUCXOXKJIEHH: OJHU TOBOPWIIM, YTO KOPOJIEBCKUI PO HAUU-
HAJICSl OT APYUJIOB, IPyTHE K€ — UTO MPAPOAUTENSIMU €ro ObUTH
Jy4Ilve 13 Mb(PUACKUX TYYHUKOB, & HEKOTOPbIE CUMTAIIH, UTO
Ipe/IKaMH HBIHEIITHETO IMPABUTEITst ObLTM CaMU JpakoHbl. Kak Obl
TO HU ObLJIO, B TOT Trof npaswi KoposieBcTBoM coBceM elre Mo-
JIOZION MYXKUMHa, CKOpee elle U BoBce oHoma, — Miic-Taroasb:
€/IMHCTBEHHBII U3 OCTABIIMXCS B )KUBBIX MOTOMKOB 9TOU BEJU-
Kol cembu. OH ObUT cpeqHUM ChIHOM Koposist Uiic-Xayka. «Xa-
YK» Ha MECTHOM Hapeyly O3HAYaslo «sCTped» — UMEHHO TaKoe
uMs1 ObUIO TAaHO TIPU POXKAEHUM OTIly Taroasnsi, 4to cTaj B CBOe
BpEMSsI XOPOIIIUM [TPaBUTEIEM U TAIAHTIMBBIM BOCHAYAJIBHUKOM;
HO Terepb BCs BJIACTh Nepeluia K CpeAHEMY U3 TPEX ero ChIHO-
B€l, €IUHCTBEHHOMY, YTO BbUKWJI mociie roga [nuHHon Houn,
Y JKW3Hb CEBEPSIH C TEX MOP MEPEMEHUIACh.

Taroa;1b ObUT UCTUHHBIM CBIHOM JPEBHETO KOPOJIEBCKOTO PO-



na. OH ObUT HEe MPOCTO KPAcUB, HO MPEKPACEH — BBICOK U XOPO-
11O CJIOKEH, YTO TOJIbKO MOIYEPKMBAJIOCh JOPOTMMHU ONIEKAAMU
¥ MHOXECTBOM CepeOpsIHBIX MEPCTHEN Ha ero MmaJibliax; YepHble
BOJIOCHI MSATKO CUSLIH, fiesasi Oesylo, CJIOBHO CHET, KOXY MOJIO-
JIOr0 KOPOJIsl ele CBeTiee, U B CBeTe OJNIEKJIOr0 3UMHErO COJTH-
I1a CKBO3b BBIOIIMECS NP MOONECKMBANA IMHHAS KeMUY K-
Hasl cepbra ¢ KaMelkoM ropHoOro xpycrais. Yeptsl jiuia Taros-
7151 ObUTM TOYHO OTJIMTHI U30 JIb/IA U CTEKJIA, — TAK TOHKHU, XPYITKU
Y 3aBOpakMBaoIe-U/IeaTIbHbl B CBOEH YHHUKAJIBHOU KpacoTe, —
a I71a3a OTTOYEHO CBEpPKaJIM, OyATO cepeOpsiHbIe KIIMHKH.

ITOT KOpOJb ObLT KUBBIM BoruiomenneM CeBepa He TOJBKO
CHapyH, HO U U3HYTPU: OH OKA3aJICs MTPaBUTEIEM BeChbMa PaB-
HOJIYIITHBIM M K camuM xutennsim KoposneBcTBa, M K UX HaCyIII-
HbIM TipoOnemam. Kazamock, Taroans coBepiieHHO He WHTEpe-
CyeT M3Hb ero nogaaHHbix. Iloropapusanm, 4to 0OKUTAOMIMNA
X0J1011 1o0pajcs KOraa-To 10 CaMoro cepiiia, cAesaB JIeIsTHbIM
U ero.

Koponb CeBepa He nMmes HACIEHUKOB. Y HEro He ObLIO XKe-
HbI (HA OJTHA JIEBYILIKA, Oy/Ib TO MPUHIIECCA UM MPOCTOMIOANHKA,
HE CMOTIJIa TOKOPUTb €r0), U PaBHOMYITHbINA CKYYalOIIUi B3IJISI]T
npaBUTENsl BCeraa ocTaBajicsl Hem3MeHHbIM. Ho Oblia u y Hero
OJIHA CTPACTb — CTPACTh, BbI3BAaHHAsI HEHABUCTHIO: Tarossbs BceM
cepnueM HeHaBuzen coceanee Koponescro FOra u ux HblHen-
HEro MpaBUTelsi, CUUTAsl ero JAUKApeM, HeJOCTOMHBIM BBICOKO-
ro 3BaHus Koposs. JIomKHO ObITh, 3Ta ciemnasi HelpUsI3Hb mepe-
Janack Tarosmo ot npeakos: Cesep u IOr n3naBHa BpaxaoBa-



JI¥, BEJIM BOWHY, UTO JJTWJIACh BEKAMH, TO yTHXasl, TO pa3ropa-
sick ¢ HoBoW cuioil. Koponb Xayk noouscst BpeMeHHOro Tiepe-
MUpUSL, 3aTUIIbsI — CIMIIKOM MHOTO JIOfiei Moruoio B nociea-
HUX CpakeHUsiX, U 06orM KoposeBcTBaM HyXHO ObLIO Bpemsi,
9TOOBI XW3Hb BEPHYJIACh B MPUBBIYHOE PYCJIO; OAHAKO Taroanb
HE HaMepeBaJsCs TepIeTh MEAJIEHHO PaCIUpSIOIeecs BIUsHIE
COTIEPHUKOB, BBIKU/IAs1 JIWIIH TIOBOJIA Pa3BA3aTh BOWHY CHOBA.

Kokk

HernacHoyn rpanuuei mexnay IByMs Bpaxayommmu Kopo-
JeBcTBaMu cuMTanack peka Topmxuic. CBoe Ha3BaHUE OHA IIO-
JTyuuia Onarofaps JiereHae o0 TOM, 4TO UMeHHO crpesa Topa mo-
JIOKWJIa Havyalo HeCKoH4YaeMoMy Oery ee Bof. U eciu Ha cese-
pe peka JocTtaToyHo OM3Ko noaxoauia K Jlensusiv Boportawm,
0CTaBasICh CKOBAHHOM BEYHBIM MOPO30M, TO Ha IOTe €€ PycIIo Te-
PECOXJIO JABHO, OCTABUB JIMIIb HIMPOKYIO IIECYAHYIO KOJIEIO.

VIMeHHO 371ech, TOCpey rOpsYen IyCThIHY, TA€ BMECTO 0a3U-
COB OBLTY JIMIIb O€3KM3HEHHBIE CTEIIH, IJ1e HE POCJIO HU OJHO Jie-
peBO, He MpoOeraio HU OTHO KMBOTHOE, M pacnonaraiach Kpe-
nocts [Inamenn. Ee uepHble kKaMeHHBIE CTEHBI BBIpACTAIN KaK
OyaTo npsamo u3-noza 3emin. KamMHy Obud IIaJKUMU U CyXUMU,
YTO JIEJIAJIO TIOBEPXHOCTh CTEHBI COBEPLIEHHO HEMPUCTYITHOM, —
CJIOBHO CaM BETep MOJIMPOBAJI ITU CTEHBI COTHU JIET, HE OCTaHAB-
JMBasiCh HU Ha JeHb. [lonacTb BHYTph MOKXHO OBUIO JIMIIb Ye-
PE3 BBICOKHE TSKEJIbIE BOPOTA, TIATEIBHO OXPAHAEMbIE U JHEM,



Y HOYBIO — (paKesibl CTPAKHUKOB HUKOrJa He raciu. [laxe B ca-
MBbII KapKUW JIETHUW TOJIACHb OrOHb SIPKO ropes B (pakenax
Ha KaXJ0W U3 BHICOKMX YEPHBIX OallieH.

Ecimu KoponesctBo Jlpga pacronarajioch Ha XojiMax M CKa-
nax, To KoponeBctBo Ortsi NpocTupasioch Ha POBHOU MOBEPX-
HOCTU OeCKpallHUX CTerel U MyCThIHb. TOJBKO MpeonosieB 100-
PYIO COTHIO MIJTb, MOKHO OBbLTO ObI YBUIETH KOPOJIEBCKHIA 3aMOK.
OH ObUT MIUPOK U HU30K. Beero nBa-Tpu 3Taxa BBICOTY M HUKA-
KHX aKKypaTHBIX OallleH ¢ OCTPbIMU, TOHKUMHU HIMUAJISIMU — TOJTb-
KO KBaJpAaTHBIE CTYNEHYAThIE MPUCTPOUKU CO BCEX CTOPOH, 1A
3y0Yarhle CTeHbl C MAJICHPKUMHU, Y3KUMU HIEJISIMU PEIIeTUaThIX
okoH. OpanxeBbii 3aMoK KOxHoro KoposneBcTBa, mOCTpOEeHHBIT
U3 YK€ BBITOPEBIIETO Ha COJIHIE KPACHOTO KMpHHUYa U YEPHO-
IO BYJIKQHUYIECKOTo 0OCHIMaHa, ObLT, BO3MOXKHO, HE TaK KPAaCHB,
kak 3amok CeBepHBIil; HO OH ObUT M HE TaK MPOCT, KAKUM MOT
NOKa3aThCsl Ha MEPBbIN B3MVIsAA. BHYTpHU HEro CKpbIBaIMCh MHO-
JKECTBO MOTAWHBIX KOMHAT U BUHTOBBIX JIECTHUII, OECKOHEUHbIE
CeKpeTHbIe KOPUIOPHI ¥ TEMHbIE O€3/IOHHbBIEC TIOIBAJIbI, UTO ObI-
JIM KyJla HaJie)KHEe M MPaKTUYHee CTeKJISTHHBIX CBOAYATHIX TO-
TOJIKOB M BBICOKMX apoOK... Bce TallHbl 3TOro 3aMKa 3HaJIM TOJb-
KO 4IEHBl KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbHU, UTO KWJA 3[ECh YK€ HE OHHO
necstinerre. M cerogasmanmM koposneM OrHeHHON 3eMith ObLT
UX MJIAJIINAA IIOTOMOK — CaMBbIM JKECTOKMU M3 BCEX 3aBOeBaTe-
JIei, 4TO KOrja-JnOo0 BUABIBAJ STOT CBET, CAMblil BOUHCTBEHHBDII
13 BCeX MpeXKHUX MpaBuTenei, — bpana-Kbsapsais.

OmHoro Ger;oro B3MIsiia B €ro CTOPOHY OBUIO JOCTaTOYHO,



9TOOBI YTaIaTh €ro MPOUCXOKIEHNE — TEMHO-aJIble BOJIOCHI, KaK
y Marepu, KOpoJieBbl JIarepTol, ¥ YepHBIE UCKPUCTHIE IJIa3a, TOYb-
B-TOYb KaK Yy oT1a, Koposisa bpana-Xopaka. B kaxaom yxe Kbsap-
BaJlb HOCWJI TIO HECKOJIBKO IIMPOKUX METAJUIMYECKUX KOJell,
a Ha MPaBOl pyKe ero ¢ CaMoil paHHe! I0HOCTU 11BEJIM BUTHEBA-
ThIE YEPHBIE Y30PBI, YTO PACTIONI3IIUCH 10 CAMBIX NAJIBLIEB. [I1H-
HBIM TSDKEJIBIM IUIal] Ha IIMPOKUX IJIeYax M TOJICTas 30J10Tas
eNb Ha TPYAM C MeIaJIbOHOM M3 APArolieHHOro pyOuHa — CHM-
BOJIOM KOPOJIEBCKOM BJIACTH — HE OCTABJISLIM HUKAKUX COMHEHUI
B TOM, K€M SIBJISIETCS TOT YEJIOBEK.

V KspapBaiis, B omuue ot Taroasns, Oblia )keHa v ObLIH Jie-
TN — XOTs cam Koposb FOxuoro KoponeBcTa Obl1 ele nouTtu
TaK ke MOJIOJI, KaK U e/1Ba BCTYNMBILIMI B cCOBepIlIeHHOIeTHe Ta-
roanb. Koponesa Mapna u nBoe cbiHoBe#, OnmsHersl Opm u Op-
Mapp — CeMbsl, IPOCYIIECTBOBABILIAs MEHBIIIE, YEM BCETO JIMIb
ofIHO JieTo; MapHa 1 00a ee chiHa ObLITN KEeCTOKO YOUTHI BO Bpe-
MsI OJTHOT'O U3 FOPOJICKUX BOCCTaHWi1. Pa3rHeBaHHasi HECKOHYae-
MOW BOMHOM M HULIETOU TOJIIA MOIPOCTY pacrep3aia ux. Kpsap-
BaJib B TY MIOPY Kak pa3 TOJbKO MOKHMHYJI Ipesenbl cBoero Kopo-
JIEBCTBA, HAMEPEBACh 3aBOEBATD €I1IE OTHO KOUEBOE IJIEMS], TT0-
nomeaiiee K KOxHbIM 3eMIsiM CIIMIIKOM OJTM3KO; BEPHYBIIUChH
C OYEPEJHOIO CPAXKEHUs KHUBBIM, OH HE HaIlesl JoMa CBOEU ce-
MpU. C Tex mop KOpoJib ObLT OJUHOK, U CEPILE €ro OXKEeCTOUM-
JIOCh: MOCJIE TAKOTO MIPeaTe/IbCTBa CBOMX MOIJAHHBIX OH IEpe-
CTaJI MPUCITYIIUBATLCS K UX IPOChOaM, kanodam U MOIbO0aM: Ha-
JIOTH B3JI€TeNH J0 HeOec, Kak Il B3POCIIbIA MyKIMHA OBLT ITPU-



3BaH Ha CITy’k0Y, a BCsTYeCKast TOProBJIsl — Jake C HEUTPaIbHBIMU
rocyJapcTBaMH — Pe3KO MpeKpalieHa.

KbsipBasnb cocpegoTouns Bce CBoOe BHUMaHUE U BCE CBOU CH-
Jibl Ha BoHe ¢ HeHaBUCTHBIM CeBepoM. Ctousio koposo KOxHo-
ro KoponescrBa nomymars o Tarossne — u B IiiyOrHe O€310HHBIX
YEepHBIX I71a3 HAYMHAJIO BOJTHOBATHCS 1iejioe Mope THeBa. Kbsip-
BaJIb cunTaIl Tarosss caMoBIIOOIEHHBIM M BHICOKOMEPHBIM, O€3-
JApHBIM TIPaBUTEJIEM, HECTIOCOOHBIM BECTH BOWHY. A MCKYCCTBO
BOUHBI KbsipBaJIb 1IEHNJT OOJIBIIIE BCETO.

O6a MpOTUBHUKA JIWIITH BBIKU/IATH TTOBOJIA HAYAaTh HOBOE Cpa-
*keHue, He 3a00TsCh O TOM XPYITKOM PaBHOBECUU MEX]y TByMS
Bpaxayoimmu KoponeBcTBaMu, YTO ¢ TAKUM TPYJOM YCTaHO-
BWJIM UX OTIIBI.

Taroa:b 1 KbsipBastb ObUTM OAMHAKOBO MOJIOZIBI M aMOUITHO3-
HBI; ¥, XOTS CYAbOBI UX TaK Pa3HUJIKCh, CHJIBI U ONBIT UX OBbUIN
paBHbl. OmHako CeBep ObLT CIMIIIKOM XOJIOAEH U PABHOMYIIIEH,
a IOr — cimmkom ropsy U Hereprieaus. 1 UMEHHO 3TO CTOJK-
HOBEHMUE JIByX IIPOTHUBOIIONIOKHOCTEM, CTOJTb IOHBIX M Oe3paccy/-
HBIX, IPUBEJIO K HOBOMY BUTKY B 9TON MHOT'OJIETHEN BOWHE, UTO
ropokade oooux KoponeBcTB ObICTPO OKpPECTUIN 310x0ii JIvoa
u Ilramenu.

Kok

Tem BPEMCHEM, OXOTHHK TTOCITEIITHO CITyCKaJICA CO CKaJIbl, I1C-
PEUpPbIrMBasd KaMHU U ITIOBAJICHHBIC CTBOJIbI ICPCBLEB. OH He uc-



nyrascs JlecHoit BenbMbl, BOBCe HET, — CTOJIb TOpsTYeMy U Xpao-
pOMYy cepIIly cTpax ObUT HEBEIOM, — HO 33/IEPKMBATHCS HA 9THUX
MPOKJISATBIX 3eMJISIX OBbLJIO OIMACHO.

CrpanHble coBa, cKazaHHble MopraHoi, mpopoyvaiiue 0e3-
POIHOMY CTPaHHUKY CJIaBYy U KOPOJIEBCKUIA TUTYJI, Ka3aJKCh Ha-
CTOJIbKO HEBEPOSITHBIMHU, UTO HUKAK KpOMe Kak 0e3yMHBIM Ope-
JIOM WX Ha3BaTh ObUIO Henb3s. [loaTOMYy, CTOMIIO JMINb Tiepe-
ceub Hmxamny Cesepuble [lonmHbl, 4to Tak Onusku k Ceep-
Hoii CTeHe, U yCTpeMHUThCS K 3araay, Kak OXOTHUK CKOpO MO-
3a0bUT 00 31O BcTpeue. EMy mpencrosiio mepeiitu pexy Top-
JUKUJIC U1 OOOTHYTh TOpHBIA Kpsik CUHApPHU, — APEeBHUE OTBEC-
HBIE CKAJIbl, IOKPBITHIE BEYHBIM CHETOM, AAJIbILIE KOTOPBIX €Il
HEe CMOT MPOITU HU OIMH 4YeJioBeK. benerolye BepXyniku, uc-
KpSIIMecs Ha COMHIIE OPUITMAHTOBOMU MBUTBIO, 3aMETHBI H3/1aJIe-
Ka — UX MOXHO OBUIO PACCMOTPETh JJake OTCIONIA, €CIU 3a0paThCs
Ha XOJIM TOBBIIIE U XOPOILIEHBKO BCMOTPEThCS B ropu30HT. Ho,
HECMOTpsI Ha TO, uTto Hkasmty npencrosino npeoaosiers BecbMa
TPYIHBIN IyTh, OH BOBCE 00 3TOM He OECIIOKOMIICS — 32 BCIO CBOIO
HEJIONTyI0 ku3Hb OXOTHUKY MPUXOJUIOCH OPOIUTH IO MHOTUM
JiecaM U JI0JIMHAM; [IOTOMY He IyTajik €ro HU KPYThI€ OAbEMBI,
HU XOJIO[IHBIE BETPBI, HU JUKUE XUITHUKH.

Kok

B I0:xn0M KoposieBcTBe OrpoMHOE COJTHIIE MOIHUMAJIOCh HaJ
IyCTBIHHBIMU 3€MJISIMU, HEYMOJIMMO ITPUOIMIKAsICh K CBOEMY 3€-



HUTY. busuics nonjaeHsb; KU3Hb HA TOPOJCKOM IUIOMIAIN KU-
nejia, U3 MHOXECTBA PEMEC/IEHHBIX JIABOK U KY3HHI] JIOHOCH-
JIUCh 3BOHKHE yJapbl MOJIOTOB M IIUTIEHUE PACKAJIEHHOTO MeTa-
Jla, ONYUIEHHOTO B CTY/IEHYIO BOAY. Y3KHE NETJSIOIINE YIULIbI
ropoja MoXOIW/IA Ha MYpPaBEWHUK, YCEsTHHbIE Pa3HOIIEPCTHOM
Tonou. ATmocdepa ke KOpOJEBCKOTo ABOPLA B TOT JIEHb Ma-
JIO YeM OTJIMYajIach OT aTMOC(epbl 3TUX IITYMHBIX YJIHI] — CJIYTH
Oeraiau 1Mo KOpUaopaM, MUHUCTPbI OBICTPO MEPEeroBapuBaIUCh,
HE OCTaHaBJIMBAsICh HU HA MUHYTY, [IPOAOJIXKasi IPOBEPATH OIMH
3aJ1 32 JpyruM, cOMBasiCh ¢ HOr. Bcemy BUHOU ObLT HE COBCEM
OOBIYHBIN UHITUICHT — 3TUM YTPOM HUKTO HE MOT HAalTH CaMOTO
KOpOJISL.

— Bot Hatwm? Bt Bunenn? Hy uro? Hanum? I'ne on? — Cobl-
IIAJIKCh TIOBCIOAY 0OecroKoeHHble rojioca. Ho BMecTo oTBeTOB
TIO/ITAaHHbIE JIUIIIb PA3BOAVIIA PYKaAMU JIPYT MiEepe]] IPYTroM.

He npoBepeHHbIM OCTaBajoCh JIMIIb OHO MECTO — JAPEBHUE
TO/I3eMHBIE KaTakoMOBI 1ol 3aMKOM. BeposiTHO, KOpoJb Haxo-
JUTCs TaM... Ho HM OfjH YesioBeK He KeJiall CITyCKaThCsl B XO-
JIOIHYIO TEMHOTY, J1a)Ke Ha CaMble TIEpBbIe SIPYCHI TIO/IBAJIOB: BCEM
OBbLIM XOPOIIIO U3BECTHBI PACCKa3bl O HEKOEM JJPEBHEM UY/I0BU-
11e, YTO XWBET B ITyOMHE, U BEKaMH CITY)KUT KOPOJIEBCKOU ce-
Mbe. KoHeuHo, Takue uctopru OOJible TIOXOAWIA Ha CyeBep-
HBIE CIUIETHU, BbIlyMaHHBIE CO CKYKU HETPAMOTHBIMHU KyXapKa-
MU; OJHAKO MPOBEPATH JOCTOBEPHOCTDb 3TUX POCCKa3HEN Ha CBO-
el COOCTBEHHOM IIIKype HUKTO He JKeJall.

OavH U3 MUHUCTPOB CIIEHIHO 3arjisiHyJ B 3aJ 3acelaHwii;



MEJIbKOM OCMOTPEB MYCTEIOIINE CTY/bsl, OH KPUKHYI KOMY-TO
B KOPHAJOP:

— Tyt Toxe Her!

— Koro nHer?

OT HEOXKMAAHHOIO OTBETA MUHMCTP IMOAIPHITHYJI Ha MECTE;
VICITYTaHHO 3alIsIHYB B JBEPHOU IIPOEM €LIe Pa3, OH YBUJEI, UYTO
Ha IO30JIOYEHHOM TPOHE BOCCEIAET CaM KOpOJb, U C XUTPOU
YCMEIIKOM CMOTPHUT Ha MOKa3aBIIyIOCs U3-3a IBEPEN F0JI0BY MU-
HUCTpA.

— Bame... Ox, nmpocture... Msl Bac... Mbl He MOITIM Bac HU-
rae HauTh! — [Toxkuion Myx4rHa B Y4epHOM, PACIIUTOM 30JI0TOM
KaM30J1€ BOILIEN B 3aJ1 1 BUHOBATO MOKJIOHUJICS, HEYKJIIOKE U30-
THYB KOJICHU.

— 4 6p11 30ech, Banprapn, — Bckunyn O6poBu bpanna-Kesp-
BaJIb. — JI01kHO OBITh, BBl IPOCTO MEHS HE 3aMeTUJIH. $1 Bce yTpo
MIPOBEJ 3/1€Ch.

B 3ane Bomapunace HenoBkas tummHa. O6a — u KespBais,
v Basibrapn — noHMMau, 4To CJIoBa 3T JIKUBBL: 3aj1 3acelaHu
IIPOBEPUJIM NIEPBBIM AEJIOM, a MOCJIE TPOBEPSIN HE €AUHOK/IBL,
¥ KOpOJIsl Ha CBOEM 3aKOHHOM MecTe He Obuto. OfHako, pa3 Ta-
KOBA BOJISI IPABUTEJISI, TO HAJIO €1 HaJl0 CIeA0BaTh, pelni Bab-
rapi, ¥ IOTOMY CKa3aJl, MEJKHYB KaOlyKamMHu:

— IIpocrtute, Bame BennuectBo, Bripeas OyjeM BHUMATEIb-
Hee.

— Crynaii, — yxMbUibHYJICS KbsipBasb.

Korna tsxesble 1BepH C IIIyXUM 3BYKOM 3aXJIONHYJIUCh, U I10-



MEUICHNE BHOBb OKyTasla THUIIMHA, KOpoib FOxHOro Koposes-
CTBa ITyOOKO B3JJOXHYJI, OITYyCTHB B3IJISI/] HA MIAXMATHBIN KaMeH-
Hbii osi. Koneuno ke, KbsipBasist panee 3aech He ObIJIO — OH BO-
111€J1 JIMILIb HECKOJILKO CEKYH/1 Ha3a/1, BOCIIOIb30BABILIMCH NIOTAl-
HBIM IIPOXOJIOM, 3AMaCKUPOBAHHBIM IO OOJIBIITYI0 KAPTUHY B yT-
JIy. DTUM YTPOM IMOTOMOK KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbH MOCEIA HUKHHE
9TaXU MOA3EMEINbsl — camMble TEMHbIE U caMble crapble. [Ipoxon
Ty/la 3HAJ TOJIBKO OH OJVH, ITO3TOMY, K€ €CIU KTO-TO U3 MOJ-
JaHHBIX U OTBAXUJICS OBl CITyCTUTBLCSI BHU3, TO HE HAIIIEN Obl POB-
HBIM cueToM Huvero. CriepBa MmoHai00MI0Cch Obl OTHICKATh B TEM-
HBIX KOPUJIOPAX HE OJIUH CKPBITHIM phlyar 1 MUHOBATh HE OJIMH
TalHBIN MEepexofl, YTOObl OKa3aThCsl Mpef HYKHBIM CITyCKOM. ..
CoTHU METPOB BUHTOBBIX JIECTHULI, KPYyUEHBIMU JIEHTAMU CBHCA-
IOIIMX BO Mpake, — U MO HOraMHU OKa3bIBA€TCSl YepHast 3eMIIS;
MOHAYyaly 37€Cb HUYEro HE BUJHO U HE CJIBIIIHO, TOJILKO 3aTX-
JIbIA CBIPOM BO3/1yX OTPABJISIET AbIXaHUE U €/1Ba OUTyTUMOE TeTl-
JIO TOJI3€MHOU MarMbl MOTHUMAETCsI BBEPX TOHKUMHU CTPYHKAMU
ceporo napa u3-nog Hor. Ho, mpurisiaeBImcy, Bbl 3aMETUTE ap-
Ky KOBaHbIX BOpOT. U, eciiu cMokeTe MUHOBATh €€ — a 3TO MOJ
CHUJIY JIMILIb IIPUHILY KOPOJIEBCKOW KPOBU — TO YBUIUTE TOJICTHIE,
prKaBble MPYThs1 BBICOKOM KJIETKH. ..

Bo3moxHO, JiereHapl 00 yKaCHOM MOHCTPE, UTO MPSIIyT KO-
posu IOra nop 3emuieit Ha MPOTSIKEHUU MHOTHMX MOKOJIEHUH, 00-
Jiee IPaBAMBbI, YeM MOXKHO ObUIO Obl MOYMaTh.



Kok

[o npyryio cropony Topmkuica, 3a OCTEeKJIEHEBIIEN JIeIsTHON
CTEHOM, apvJT OOBIYHBIN JIJISI STUX MECT MoKoi. Hukakoro Boi-
HEHUsl WK IIIyMa 371eCh OTPOJISACh He ObIBAJIO — JIMIIb 3BEHSIIAs
MOpPO3Hasl TUIIIMHA, HEMbIE CKaJIbl /12 BBICOKHE CTOJIETHUE COCHBI,
YXO[ISIIME BEPXYIIKAMU B CUHIOIO BBICh, — TAKMM BCE OCTaBaJIOCh
Y CErOJHS.

[lon cBOAYATHIMU MOTOJIKAMU KOPOJIEBCKUX 3JI0B KWJIA TH-
IIMHA, HapyllaeMas MOpOW JIMIIb TUXUMM IIaramM Ciyr, 1a
MEHUEM PEIKUX MTHIL], TPUIETAIOIMX WUHOIA K BBICOKMM OK-
Ham asopua. Kopons Cesepa oTIIpaBWiICSA Ha NPUBBIYHYIO KOH-
HYIO MPOTYJIKY, U €llle He BO3BPALIAJICS; MOTOMY CIYTM MOIJIU
HEMHOTO pacciaOuTbCsA U OTAOXHYTb OT CBOMX HECKOHYAaEMBIX
3200T.

Tem BpemeHeM Taroanb OCTAaHOBWJI CBOIO JIOIIAb Y IIOKATOrO
cnycka. Mépsinas 3emiis, yCTiIaHHasA IJIOTHBIM CHEXHBIM ITOKPBI-
BaJIOM, U3rudanach 3/1eCb KHU3Y, KaKk CMSTOE MOJOTHO; U3-TIO[
CHera IMpoCTyMaJj CJIOW 3eJIEHOrO MXa, U MOYBa, MOJ00OHO BOJIO-
najay, ciyckanach K jgeasgaomy CesepHomy Mopio, ruientymemy-
cs paneko BHU3Y. [lapa BCaTHUKOB KOPOJIEBCKOM OXpaHbl OCTa-
HOBUJIACh HETIOAAJIEKY, HE pelllasiCh HAPYIIUTh 3alyMUYMBbIE pa3-
mbinuieHus: Ero Benuectsa.

Tarosymp MeIEHHO BJAOXHYJI XOJOIHBIM BO3JyX, OKHHYB
B3IJISAIOM OeCKpaiiHhe MOPCKUE JaJiv, MPOCTUPAIOIIUECS IO ca-



Moro ropusoHTta. YepHasi KOposieBcKas JIoMab, YTO TOHAYATY
3aBOJTHOBAJIACh, TeNepb, HAKOHEI], YCIIOKOMJIACh U 3aMepJia, BbI-
MycKasi U3 HO3/ipel KiryObl apa. Koposib jio0us yTpeHHue mpo-
T'YJIKU BEPXOM, U 4aCTO OBIBAJ 3/IECh; HO CETO/IHS 9TO MECTO Ka3a-
sock nHBIM. Kak 6y/1To 4TO-TO HEOOBIYHOE YYBCTBOBAJIOCH OTKY-
Ja-TO W3[asieKa, Kak OyATO CIIOKOMHAsI THIIMHA TMPUPOABI CTasia
CETrOHS YIPOXKAIOIIE PEe3KOH, a MOPCKUE BOJHBI, C CHJION ObIO-
HIMeCs O MOJHOXKUE CKal, CBOMM IUJIECKOM TMBITAIUCh CKa3aTh
YTO-TO.

«[lokoli — kak mpegocTepexkeHue... 3aTHibe mnepen Oy-
peit?» — nyman Taroans, BHUMaTeJIbHO OCMaTpHBAasi CBOM BJIajie-
HUS$I, BCIYIIMBASCh B TOJOC TIPUPO/IBI. XONOAHbIE TIOPBIBBI TPe-
TIaJId €ro YepHble OJIECTAIIUE JIOKOHBI, UTpasi C JIJTMHHON ceped-
PSIHOM TIETIOYKOM, CITYCKAIOIIEHCs C yXa; BeTep repedupait Oeno-
CHEXHBIA MeX Ha KaIoIIOHe MaHTHUH, a TYCKJIOE 3UMHee COJH-
1Ie 03apsuIo UIMHHBIE pecHUIIbl Taroasns, npoOysxkaas CUHUE UC-
KPUCThIE BCMIOJIOXH B TIIyOMHE ero TeMHbIX 1a3. CeBepHasi pu-
pona OblIa IpeKpacHa, XOTsS M YKacHO JKeCTOKa; He AaBasi To-
I13/1bl HUKOMY ¥ HUYEMY, OHAa 3aMOpaKMBajia CaMyl0 TOPSIYIO
KPOBb U BBIPbIBAJla CBOMMHU JIEASIHBIMU TaJIblIaMU TOCTIeJHEe
TeII0 U3 4esioBeueckux cepaeil. CeBep He AU HUKOTO, 3TO
BEPHO; OH BCEIZa OCTABAICS TUK M CBOCHPABEH, U TOKOPSJICA
JIMIIb CBOEMY KOPOJTIO, — €IMHCTBEHHOMY UeJIOBEKY, CIIOCOOHO-
MY COTEPHUYATH C TON CTUXUEH, IMHCTBEHHOMY B MUPE KUBO-
MY CYIIECTBY, Ub€ CepIie ObUIO XOJIOIHEe STUX BEYHBIX JIBJIOB.

— I'psimer Oypst, — Tarosnb pa3BepHYJI KOHSI, U YCTPEMUIICS



K OJKMJIAIOIIAM €ro BYM BCaJHUKaM. — [ 0OTOBbTECH K OMTBE.

Kok

Korga Taroane gymaer o Kesapsane, CeBepHblid 3aMOK TT0-
KpbIBaeTcs cHeroM. M3HyTpu. Bee nepuia 1eCTHULL MM YChITTaHbl
B HOuM. Taroasb gymaert, 4To, ObITh MOXKET, 3psi OH TaK HEHABU-
aut Cesep... HenaBugur, gaxe He 3Hasi — He IoObiBaB Ha FOx-
Hovi CTOpOHE HU pa3y, M HU pa3y He yBUIEB HU I71a3 Kopous IOra,
HU YCJIBIIIIAB €r0 rojoca.

Taroasb 3HaeT, 4o onu ¢ bpana-KespBasieM noutu poBecHU-
KM, 00a OMUHAKOBO MOJIOJbI U HABEPHSIKA 00a OMMHAKOBO HAITy-
raHbl CBAJIMBLICKICS Ha HUX BJIACTHIO U OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO 34 Lie-
noe KoponesctBo. Ho Takxe oHr 00a — UCTUHHBIE CHIHBI CBOMX
otuoB. Te HeHaBuAEIU IPYT Ipyra BCEM CEepILEM, BEIU BOWHBI
Ha MpoTskeHMU MHorux Jiet. Ho cerogusa Taroans, kak 1 MHO-
TMe JHU paHee, Pa3sMBIILUI O TOM, 4TO, ObITh MokeT, CeBep
u fOr He Takue yx u passble? [lognannsie FOxHoro Koponescraa
HeHaBuIAT KbspBais 3a ero HeolpaBJaHHYI0, HEOOBSICHUMYIO
JKECTOKOCTb — a nopganHsie CeepHoro Koposnescrsa HEeHaBUAUT
CBOETO KOPOJIA 3a €ro XosoaHocTh. CeMbsa KbsapBainsa MeprBa, Kak
u ceMbsl Taross; 10xaHe TOJIBKO U JEJIAl0T, YTO IBITAIOTCS BbI-
KUTh B YCJIOBUSIX JKECTOKOM, JKTy4yell MyCThIHH, CPeld HEBOOO-
Pa3uMO 3arpeebHbIX HAJIOTOB U MOCTOSIHHBIX COOPOB Ha OYe-
peIHOe CpakeHUE; CEBEPSIHE 3aMEP3aI0T B TAKOM ke OE3MyITHOM
IICTBIHE, TOJIBKO YK€ JIEASHOU — COJIHLE 3[IECh HE TPEET, KUBOT-



HBIE W NTHLBI JaBHBIM-JABHO MMOKWHYJIM 3TH MECTa, €CTh TOJIb-
KO CKOBAHHBIE MOPO30M JIEPEBbSI — M CKOBAHHBIM JIBIOM B CTaJIb-
Hylo uenb Topmkuic y camoit rpanuiibl Koponescrsa. 'oBopsr,
KpspBasib mpsiueT yynoBUILE B MOABAJIAX CBOErO 3aMKa... la-
ro3Jb K€ MPSAYET BCE 3T CBOU pa3mbiiuieHus o FOre, Ha Jjo-
JSIX OCTaBasiCh IMO-TIPEKHEMY PaBHOMYIIHBIM K UyXHM Oellam,
U TIPE3PUTETHHO KPUBS T'yOBI TTPU OTHOM JIMIITb YIIOMUHAHUU PO-
Ja bpaHos.

— Bame BenuuectBO, HE W3BOJIbTE BBIXOAUTH B KOPUJOPHI,
BCE 3aBajieHO cHeroM. Bce jiecTHUITB! BO Jibay... Mbl yOupaem,
HO ITOKa HE yCIIeBaeM; C TIOTOJIKA CBITIET HbIHYE MYyIIle OOBIYHOTO.

— Jla-na, cmacu6o, — orBeuyaet Taroanb ciyre, naxe He oOep-
HYBIIUCh.

W, Kak TOJIBbKO TsIKeJIas IEPEBsHHAS IBEPb, PaCIICAHHAS TOH-
KMMU Y30paMH, 3aXJIoNbIBaeTcs, Taroiab OmycKaeT CBOM B3IVIsA[
Ha CBUTOK, YTO PACKPBIT Ha CTOJIE; MUCbMO, KOTOPOE CTOJIbKO
JHEeW OCTaeTcsl HEOKOHUYEHHBIM, M KOTOPOE€ CTOJIBKO pa3 ObLIO
CMSITO ¥ BHIOPOIIICHO MPOYb — M HAYATO Ha CJICTYIONIHI XKe JICHb
cHOBA. .. OHO MoX0ke OO0JIbIIIE Ha OTYASTHHBIN, KaJIKHUH 30B O MU-
pe. JlnuHHAs, BUTHEBATasl BS3h PACKOCHIX CTPOK, OOPBIBAIOIINX -
cs1 Oy[ITO Ha IOJIYCJIOBE, TIOKPHIBAETCS MHEEM, CTOMT Taro3mo
JIMIITh CeCTh U MPOOEKAThCS TJIa3aMH TI0 TIOBEPXHOCTU OeJIoro
CBUTKA; IEPO MPUJIMIIAET K MIAAKOU OJIEICHEBIIEN MOBEPXHOCTHU
MMChMa, MOKPBIBILIENCS MHEEM 32 CEKYH/IbI.

«A, Hiic-Tazoanw, koponv Ceseprobix [JoauH, éracmumens Be-
Koeblx Jleosinvix I'op u Xozsaun Ceseprozo Mopsi, npu3zviearo Bac,



bpano-Kvespeans, Ezo Beauuecmseo Koponw FOza, Xozaun Ilna-
menu, Tloseaumenw Iloozemnvix Teneli, npunsms moe npuzaaute-
Hue — s npuzaawiaro Bac na ecmpeuy, 5 évizviearo Bac na ouanoz
0 8O3MONCHOM nepemupui. Bo umsi scusnu nooOaHHsbIx 0boux Ha-
wux Koponescme. A ne xouy eoiinvl. U nocemy npeonaearo eam
6CMPEMUMbCSL HA HEUMPANLHOU MEPPUMOpU U 00CYOUms Hauu
uHmepecol U Haue NOAONCEHUE.

C nemepnenuem 6yoy dxcoams eauiezo omeema.

C ysaoiceruem, Hiic-Tazoany,...»

Ho B mbicisax Taroans mpoOeraer BIpyr: «AX, Kak HeJero!
[IpaBo, 3TO CAMIIKOM [JIyMO 3BYyYHT. .. JIyulie npeaplaynmx Mo-
VX TIOMBITOK, HO BCE ke... Ho BCE ke HeT. /] HuKkorga He oTonuno
3TO MUCBMO, HUKOTAA HE 3aKOHYY ero. Crpsdy nojgasblie OT JIo-
OOMBITHBIX TJ1a3, U TOJIHKOX.

...Ilo HOuam OKHa B criajibHe Tarosssi OnyThIBaeT IJIOTHBIN
CJIO MOPO3HBIX Y30pOB, ILEKHW KOPOJIS MOKPHIBAIOTCS MHEEM,
a Ha PECHHULIAX €r0 pa3pacTaloTCs OCTPbIE CHEXXKMHKU. «Ecim 3a-
JepKaTbCs B CBOMX CHAX €IlIe Ha KaKOe-TO BPEMs, TO 3TU BETBU-
CTbI€ Y30Pbl PaCHo3yTCs MO KOXKE, CTAHYB BEKU...» — U Taro-
3JTh, PE3KO PACNaxHyB OJIeCTsIIMe UCCUHSI-UEPHBIE I1a3a, TIOI0-
Iy CMOTPHT Tiepeji OO0l B TEMHBIN CBOTYATHIN MOTOJIOK, COBCEM
He YyBCTBYs X0soa. Ero uepHbie OpOBHU ycessHB OCKOJIKAMU TEX
CaMbIX CHEXKHMHOK, YTO 3aITyTaJUCh B JUIMHHBIX IIEJIKOBBIX pec-
HULAX.

A nocrne oHbI npaButeb CeBepHoro KoponesctBa nogHu-
MaeTcsl C KPOBAaTH, U, IMBITASICh YCIIOKOUTh CBOE COMBUMBOE JIbIXa-



HUe, CITYCKaeTCsl B KOPOJIEBCKU CaJl, T/ie MoJ, OeJIbIM CBETOM JIy-
HBI IPOBOJUT BECh OCTATOK HOYH, 33[yMUYUBO BIJISIBIBASICh B U3-
MOPO3b Ha MMOBEPXHOCTH 3aCTHIBIIETO (DOHTAHA.

kokk

Mo Houam KssipBasis yacto myvanu Oe3yMHbIE CHBI, M B Ta-
KMe HouM JiyHa Haj 3emuisimu FOxHoro Koponescrsa nproGpe-
Tajia ONEKJIBIA KPaCHOBATHIA OTTEHOK. [loIaThiil Moi KoposeB-
CKOW ClaJIbHU MOTPECKUBAJI, CIOBHO B OTHE; KOHUMKU MaJbLEB
KbsipBasis mpokuraiy mpocThIHY, a € TyO KOPOJIsi TO H JIENI0 CPBI-
BAJIMCh €/1Ba PA3TMUMMBIE CIIOBA, CMbICI KOTOPBIX TEPSIICS, pac-
ChINASACh B TUIIIMHE KOMHATHI.

KbsipBanbs mpochimaics, TSXKeAO0 Iblllia, U MPUNOAHUMATICS
Ha JIOKTSIX, B3BOJIHOBAHHO BIJISJIBIBASICh B MOJTYMPAK KOPOJIEB-
cKko#l cniasibHU. Ero mmpokas rpyip oka3biBasiach MOKPhITa KPYII-
HBIMU KaIUISIMH, CJIOBHO CJIeJaMH TIOLEJyeB YTPEHHEU POCHI,
a Ha JIOy IpocTymnania ucnapuaa. Boma B cTakaHe Ha MPUKPOBAT-
HOM CTOJTMKE KX IbIii pa3 Oypiuiia, 3aKumas, a IepCTHH Ha MaJlb-
nax KesipBajisi, 4T0 MaTOBO CHSIOT B MPUIIYLIEHHOM CBEYHOM
OTHE, OTIOTEBAIM U3HYTPH. .. DTO BCE ero 6e3yMHbIe CHbI — CHBI
0 HEBO3MOXXHO-OEJbIX pyKax, KOTOpeIX Kopoib lOra Hukorma
He BUJIEJI IPEXK e, TOTYHOUHbIE BUIEHHS O JIEJSTHOM XOJIOIE, UTO
3aCTaBJIAIOT MOKPBIBATHCS TOPSAYYI0 OTO CHA CIIMHY T'YCUHOM KO-



xeil. KpsipBans HuKoraa He 3Hai Tarosss, BelydeH JIMIIb HEeHa-
BHUJIETh €0 — €ro, M BCE, YTO MPHHA/IICKUT eMY; HO €CTh B MbIC-
nsx KbspBasisi moTaéHHbIE YTOJIKY, I7ie HEM3BECTHBIN 00pa3 aa-
JIEKOTO 3aKJIATOrO Bpara OKMBaeT Kax/yl0 HOUb BO CHaX, Ipe-
BPAIAsCh B HABA3YMBbIE KOIMaphbl. OOBIYHO MOC/IE HUX 3aCHYTh
yXe He TonyJaeTcs, 1 motoMy KesipBaib BCTaeT ¢ KpoBaTy, W,
HAKMHYB PACIIUTHIN 30JI0TOM Iy PITYyPHBIN XaJiaT, OTIPABISIETCS
B OYEpEHON pa3 OpoAUTb M0 OECKOHEYHBIM KOPUJOPaM CBOETO
3aMKa, OcBelnas cede myTh TPenelyyM IIaMeHeM hakea.

U1 Gpoaut Mo 10:KHOMY 3aMKY, O ero OeCKOHEYHBIM KOPHIO-
pam... U pasmbimuisier o CeBepe — ¥ 0 €ro X035IMHe, O YesloBeKe,
KOTOPOrO HEHAaBUJUT C CAMOT'O CBOErO POKJAEHHUSI, HO KOTOPOro
HMKOT/Ia He BUJEN MPEeXIe Aake Ha MOPTpeTax.

«Taroamp — MU 3aHOCYMBHINA MOTOMOK apHCTOKPATOB, UTO
npassaT Cesepom. Hukto mo cytu coeit. JIuib cbiH CBOMX OT-
1oB?.. TpyciuBbIil MOTOMOK 3/1b(hOB, YTO MPSYETCS 3a OCTEeKJIe-
HEeBIIIel CTEHOM XOJoAHBIX OeperoB Topmxkuiica. Moii otelr you
MHOTHX TBOMX TMOAJAHHBIX. A ... MHE 3TO eIle MpPeACTOUT, 5
aymaio. U 51 cienaio Bee a5t Toro, utoOsl crepeth CeBepHoe Ko-
POJIEBCTBO C JIALA 3EMJI».

OnHako 3TO HE €AMHCTBEHHBIE MBICIH, YTO 3aHUMaIOT Kbsip-
BaJIs OeccOHHBIMU HOuamu. OH YMEH, XOTsI ¥ IPOBOAWI B OHO-
JIMOTEKax He TaK MHOTO BPEMEHH, KaK CJIe0BaJo Obl, — OH pas-
MBIIUISIET O BPEMEHH, U €r0 YIUBUTEJIbHBIX Uylecax.

«MBI 3HaeM TIPOIILIOE, M 3HAEM HACTOSIIIEee; HO KAKOBO Hallle
Oynymee? Kto 3HaeT, Kakue MUPBI 3apOKJAIOTCS B 3TOT CAMBIN



MOMEHT, U O’KUJIAIOT POXKJICHUS HAlIMX MOTOMKOB?.. M KTO 3Ha-
€T, Kak Obl TIeperwIesFCh HAIY )KU3HU, €CJTM Obl MbI KT COTHH,
THICSIUM JIeT CITycTsi? BeITh MOXeET, Mbl HMKOT/Ia Obl He BCTPETH-
JIKCh; HO, OBITh MOKET, MBI COBCEM U He ObLTH Obl Bparamu. A 4To,
ecnu Obl MBI cTanmu apy3bsimu?» Ho Kesippanb TyT ke Xmypur
JyepHble OPOBH, MPOTOHSIS STU TITYITbIE MBICIIU POYb: « Kakou,
OJIHAKO ke, Ope]; B MOel rojioBe U3-3a 9TON MPOKJIATON OECCOH-
HULBI!..»

W, BepHyBIIUCH K ceOe, YCEBIINMCh 32 CBOW TSIKENBIH CTOJ
U3 KpacHoro JiepeBa, KbsspBasb 6epeT B pyKu MSATHUCTOE, JIJTUH-
HOE TIepO U OBICTPO MOKPBIBAET JKEATOBATHIN CBUTOK KPYIJIbIM,
YaCThIM [MOYEPKOM, NIEpEOUTHIM PEIKUMU KATUISIMUA YEPHUIT:

«A, bpano-Kvspeanwv, cviH Hblle nouusuiezo Kopoas Xopaka
u Koponeeswl Jlazepmol, mydxc HolHe nouusuteil Koponesol MapHul,
omel, HolHe NOYUBUUUX. ..»

Ho pyka cama Oyaro ocraHaBiaMBaeTcsi BAPYT Ha MOJYCIIOBE,
a YepHbIe Y30pbl Ha 3aropesioi KOKe 3aMUpPAIOT B TYCKJIOM CBETE
ceeun: «Her, He tak. Kak-To0... Kak-T0 MpauyHO».

«A, bpano-Kespeanw, coin kopons Xopaka u koponesol Jla-
2epmul, obpawaroce k mede, Hiic-Tazoans, nomomok Ceseprvix
kopoaeli. A npowy mebs o 6cmpeue...»

Ho KssipBasib BHOBb c00010 HenoBosieH: «Cror. Ciuikom
YHU3UTEJILHO».

W, OTKMHYBIIKCH HAa CIIMHKY BBICOKOTO PE3HOIO KPECiIa, KOM-
KAaeT B NaJbLaX CBOE MUCBMO — a KOIAAa Pa3kKHUMAET KyJaK, TO
Y3 HETO Ha TOJI ChINETCS JIMIIb CYXOM YEPHBIN TETIeN.



OroHb MOXET pacTONUTD JIIOOOM Jie[l, KAKUM Obl TPOYHBIM
He ObuUT ero cioi. KesipBasnb oOpedeH ropeTb U3HYTPU — XOTS
MHOTME W Ha3blBAIOT 3TO «JapOM» — OH MPOKJIST HECTU CaMO
[Tnams AoBO B CBOeM ceplie, XO4eT OH TOro uiau HeT. CHUT-
csl M eMy 3araJlodHblii oOpa3 HemsBectHoro rnpuHiia Cesepa,
YTO COBCEM HEABHO MOJTYyYMJI KOPOHY U TPOH, U BJIACTh HaJl BCE-
MU 3eMJISIMH, CIIpsAATaHHBIMU 32 JlensiHbiMu Bpatamu, wimm Her. ...
KbsipBasib HUKOTIA HE yHU3UTCS nipel HuM. Hukorna. U He mo3-
BOJIUT ceOe MPOTSHYTh PYKU HABCTPEYY.

O Her, 9T0 MMCHMO HUKOTAA He OyaeT oTrpasieHo. KbspBasb
HHKOT/Ia HEe OTOIIUIET €ro, U Jaxke HUKOrJa He 3aKoH4MT... Kak
v Taroassp.

CrpstueTt nojajblie OT JIOOOIBITHBIX 17183, U TOJBKO.



I'maBa Tperbst

Criyck B TEMHOTY Ha JECSTKH, HA COTHH, Ha THICSYM KeJie3-
HBIX CTyneHeul. BUHTOBasl JieCTHUIA BbETCS, KAK BUHOTPaIHAS
JI03a, ¥ OTKY/Ia TTPOM3pacTaeT OHa — HeU3BEeCTHO. JJ0JKHO OBITh,
n3 camon Anckont be3gnbi? Het HU Kamuiu cBeTa — TOJIBKO 3HAIO-
U KaKObIM (PparMeHT JIECTHUIIBI YEJIOBEK CYMEET CITyCTUThCS,
HE COpBaBIIMCh BHU3. KbsipBasib 3HaeT, M CMEJIO I11araer, CIryc-
KasiCh B IOJI3eMeJIbe CBOETO 3aMKa BCE HIIKE, Y HIKE, U HUXKE. . .

Msirkoe cusiHMe OpaHkKeBOrO IJIAMEHU MEJJICHHO HaYMHAET
pacceuBarb TbMy. Ellle HECKOJBKO T'OJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHBIX BUT-
KOB — U MOCJIEAHSIST a)KypHasi CTyIeHbKa YIMUPAETCS B YEPHYIO
3eMJTIO, U3PBITYIO aJIbIMU TTPOKUIIKAMMU.

KbsipBasib OCTaHABIMBAETCS HA MUT U JIeJIaeT ITyOOKUH BIIOX.
['pyab HamoHsIeTCS SIZIOBUTHIM KUCIIBIM BO3[TyXOM, CHIPBIM U XO-
JIOAHBIM, IPOMUTAHHBIM UCTIAPEHUSIMU CEPBI, YTO TOJHUMAIOTCS
HUTSMHU JbpIMa U3 TpeiuH noja Horamu. Koposb HOra, moéxus-
IIKCh, OBICTPO IIaraeT BIIEPeyI.

[lepen rna3amu BUIHEETCS KAMEHHAs apKa, a Moj Heu — Ts-
k€nas koBaHas aBepb. OHa 3anepra, ¥ 3aMOK Ha HEW HENpOCT —
OH C CEKPETOM, U MPOMYCTUT BIIEPe]] JaJIeKO He KaKA0ro.

OxkazaBIIKCh 32 IBEPHIO, OCTABUB €€ OTKpbITOi, KbsipBasib 1ie-
JIaeT IBa HeOOJTBINKX IT1ara ¥ MOJIHUMAET JIUIIO, YCTPEMHUB B3I/
K BepIlIMHE OrpoMHOU KJeTKU. [IpyThsl €€ naBHO Mpop:kaBeau
OT CHIPOCTH U SIJIOBUTOTO Mapa, HO KJIETKA JIOCTaTOYHO MPOYHa —



JPEBHsIs1 Marusi HAJEKHO CAEPKUBAET y3HUKA BHYTpU. B TeMHO-
Te BCIILIXMBAET OTPOMHBIN aJIbIi IJ1a3, TOOJIECKUBAs B TYCKJIOM
CBETE JIposKalluX (pakeyos.

— 3papaBcTBYH, — yxmbuistercsd KwsapBaiib, npogomkas aep-
KaThCsl HAa O€30MaCHOM PACCTOSIHUM.

— U 181 Gynb 310pOB, — OTBEYAET MIMIISIIIUI TOJIOC U3 TEMHO-
ThI; HE YEJIOBEUECKUH, HO Y HE 3BEPUHBII.

— 41 ¢ panocTHOI BECThIO K Tebe — CKOPO Thl CMOKEIIb B3Jie-
TeTh K HeOy. S Bemymry 1eds... Ckopo.

— He iru MHe, MOTOMOK KOPOJIeH, — IIUIMUT YTO-TO OIPOMHOE
u3 TeMHOTHl. — $1 He Beplo Bam OoJbilie. Baim cioBa — mbUib,
Y HE CTOAAT HUYETO.

— bnmusutcs BoiiHa, BoriHa ¢ Ceepom. U mpourpath €€ st
He mory. [Toatomy... — KespBaiib, CJI0KMB PyKH 3a CIIMHOU, MEJI-
JICHHO MPOXa)XKMBAETCs BAOJb KJIETKU, HE PUCKYs, OJHAKO, TIPU-
OmKaThCsl K €€ YepHBIM MpYThsM. — f ucrnonb3ylo Teds Kak
IJTaBHOTO BOMHA Moel apmuH. JIIou, CKOJBKO Obl X HH OBLIO,
HE cMOTYT Bce npeoposiets xomon Cesepnbix Jlecos. [lo 3amka
Taroa;s noiayT He Bee. Torma-To MHE M IOHAIOOMIITBCS ThI, [b-
SIPBU.

B noazemHoOli TeMHuUlIE BOLIAPWIACH TUIIMHA, HapyliaeMasi
JIMIIIb TAJAIONIUMHU C TIOTOJIKA KarlIsIMU, YTO TUXO CKAThIBAIOTCS
M0 KBQ/IPATHBIM I[JIbIOaM KaMEHHBIX CTEH.

— A Tbl He OouIIbCS. .. — 3a3ByYasl TUXUA MIETIOT U3-3a KPY-
YEHBIX MTPYThEB KJIETKH, — YTO 51 yHUUTOXKY HE TOJIBKO TBOEI'O CO-
NIepHKKA, HO ¥ Te0s1? — YTpoKarolie mpopbyai rojoc U3 TeMHO-



ThI.

— Her, — yneiOHyscst KOposib. — Thl CBSI3aH IOTOBOPOM, KOTO-
PBI HEe TIOCMeeIb HapyuTh. Mbl 00a 9TO 3HAEM.

ColeceqHUK pa3apa)keHHO BbIIOXHYJI, U U3 KJIETKY MOBAJIWIIH
KJIyObl cu30ro napa. KesipBasib, OXBaueHHBIN 00JIAKOM YbETro-TO
THWIOCTHOTO JIBIXaHU S, 3aKAILISIICS.

— @y, Hy 1 Mep3ocTb! S oTnaM pacropsikeHue, yToObl TeOst
KOPMUJI TIOJTyYIlIe.

[Nocaplancs XpUIuiblii CMeX, pa3JieTeBIIUNACS TIIyXUM 3XOM
10 TEMHOTE KOPUAOPOB.

KbsipBasnb pa3BepHyJics K apKe, HalpaBJisisich 0OpaTHO K JIeCT-
HUIIE, [TPOJI0JIKAasi TOBOPUTh T'POMKO:

— Bynp rotoB k 6utBe. JKnu, Korga st mo3oBy TeOsi. A BIIpo-
4yeM. .. Thl yC/IBIINUIID.

— Pazymeercs, X0341H, — TPOMbIYAJT HEKTO B OTBET.

— I[powain, dpsapeu. YBuanmcs cHapyxu, — 3akoHun1 Kesip-
BaJIb, CKPBIBAsSICh BO MPAKe.

B oTBeT U3 TEMHOTBI KJIETKH MOCJIBIIIAIOCH JIUIIb IIIUIIEHAE —
MPE3PUTEIbHBI OTBET TOrO, KOro HaszbiBaiu «/pspBu». Tor,
B Ub€ CYILIECTBOBAHUE HE BEPUJIU, TOT, MBICJIM O KOTOPOM JIOBO-
mumm kutenend FOxxnoro KoponeBcTBa 10 HOUHBIX KOIIMAapOB.
Tor, 4b€ yIIOMUHAHUE 3aCTABJIAJIO 3aMOIYATh JAXKE CAMBIX HETIO-
CJIYIIIHBIX AETEN.

JbsIpBY — BEUHBIN Y3HUK KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbH, OOMaHOM TOM-
MaHHbII OIHUM M3 MPEIKOB HBbIHEIIHEro npasutesis. [IpeBHee
CYIIECTBO, Ybel XMTPOCTU HE OBUIO PaBHBIX; HO TOJIABIICE-



Cs1 OIHAK/IBI HA YJIOBKY YeJIOBeKa, 0OPeUEHHOe PacIlIauuBaThCs
3a CBOIO OIIMOKY Ha MPOTSHKEHUA MHOTHX, MHOTHX JIeT.

Hokk

Tem xe quEM ObUT co3BaH COBET — BCe MMHUCTPHI U COBET-
HUKM ObUTM coOpaHbl B 3ajie 3acenanuil. IToT 3ai ObUT caMbIM
OOJIBILIMM 1 CAMBIM BMECTUTEILHBIM MECTOM BO BCEM 3aMKe: BCE
poYre KOPUIOPHI ObLTA Y3KUMU U TEMHBIMU, KOMHATHI — CITaJTh-
HU, OMOMOTEKH, KAOWHETHI, TOMEINEHHUS [T TPUCITYTH — TIPaK-
TUYECKHU HE UMeJIM OKOH. Bce 3aibl ObLIM TEMHBI, UMEJI HU3KHE
MOTOJIKY U JJOBOJILHO BBICOKKE MOPOTH; OIHAKO 3a 3aceqaHui
Coserta ObUT COBCEM MHBIM. DTOT OBLT BHICOK — Y3KHE pelleTda-
Thle OKHA TSHYJIMCh BBEPX Ha HECKOJILKO METPOB, a BJIOJIb CTEH
pacrnosiarajuch JJIMHHbIE CKaMbH, CTYIIEHYATO MOAHUMAIOIINECS
Ha HECKOJIBKO SIPYCOB; B LIGHTPE CTOSLT TSIKEJIbIA KOPOJIEBCKUM
TPOH, CIAEJaHHBIA U3 OIPOMHOIO KyCKa YMCTOTO 30JI0Ta, YKpa-
IIIEHHBIN aJIbIM OapXaToM U Pe3HBIMH 3aMbICIOBATHIMU Y30PAMHU.
IToi 3Toro 3aja ObUT KAMEHHBIM, KaK M BO BCEM 3aMKE; OJTHAKO
31eCh ke ObLT BBUIOKEH U3 KPYITHBIX IUTUTOK CBETJION0 MPaMo-
pa, a He U3 YepHOro oOCUIMaHa UK phhkero Kuprnmda. OT BbI-
COKHMX JYOOBBIX JIBEpell 10 caMOro TpoHa ObLT MPOTSIHYT TeM-
HO-KPACHBI IIIMPOKUI KOBEP C 30JIOTUCTHIMH KUCTSAMU 1 0axpo-
Mo¥ 1o Kpasim. FIMeHHO 311ech CerofHs u coOpamch BCe Te, KTO
MMeJI TIPaBO yYacTBOBATh B JieJlaX TOCYJapCTBEHHBIX.

Ceple MPU3EMUCThIE CTAPUYKH, TTIOXOKUE CKOPEE Ha APEBHUX



MYJIpelioB, OONaueHHble B YepHBIE TUIAIM, OBICTPO 3aNOJHUIN
SIPYChl CBOMX MecT. Pa3noxuB mpen coOOil KenToBaThie mepra-
MEHTHBIE JIUCTBI, TTOKUJIbIE MUHUCTPBI 02KMBJIEHHO MEPEroBapu-
BAJIUCh MEX Ly COOOM B OKHMJAHUU CAMOTO KOPOJIsl — CTPOKITH JI0-
raJIKu O IPUYKMHE CETOIHSIIITHEr0 cOOpa, NEeTMIUCh HOBOCTSIMH,
oOcykJai CBoM Jiefa. .. Ho skaTh r1aBHOTO yU4acTHHMKA 3ace/ia-
HUSI JJOJITO HE MPUIILIOCh: BCKOPE TSIKEJIble CTBOPKU JIBEPEr pac-
IAXHYJIUCh C IJIyXUM CKPHUIIOM, U B 3aJ1 Boiea bpana-Keapsais.

MuHUCTpHL TYT %€ CTUXJIM. Kak TOJIbKO KOpPOJIb 3aHSAJ CBOE
MECTO, B 3aJle ¥ BOBCE BOLIAPWJIACH MOJIHEMIIAsA THIIMHA. Bee
MPUCYTCTBYIOLIME OXUAaTU peud. Ho koposb He cnemms Hauu-
HaTh. OH HecnemHo OOBEN B3MISIOM OKPYKAIOIIKE €ro 3aro-
HEHHBIE JIIOIBMU CKaMbH, U, IOMEJIUB, KOPOTKO IMPOU3HEC:

— Hauynewm cnymars noksiagel. I Xxody y3HatTh BCE O CUTyallMu
B ropogie u Bo BceM KoponesctBe ceronns. YectHo u 6e3 npu-
YKpaIivMBaHUM.

[lo 3any npokatuscs JIETKUil poroT (BCE ke MPUCYTCTBYIO-
IIMe XOTes M OBl CTiepBa y3HaTh, YTO 32 CPOUHAS MPUYMHA 3aCTa-
BWJIAa MX BCEX COOpAThCsl 3[€Ch CErofiHs), HO JJIMIOCh 9TO CMS-
TEHUE BCEro Mapy MIHOBEHWH; OIUH W3 MUHHUCTPOB IMOJHSJICS
Ha HOTU U, pa3BEpHYB CBOI CBUTOK, HAUaJl YATATb.

Kok

A Hpmxamn Bce Open€r 1o JIECHBIM XOJIMaM, TIOTPY3HUBIIUCH
B CBOU MbIC/IU. Berpeya ¢ MopraHon Kazanach JAJIEKOH, ykKe MO-



YTH N03a0BITOM, HO CJIOBA BEJbLMBI BCE €IlIE OTAABAINUCH 3BOHKH-
MU OTTOJIOCKaMHM 9Xa B maMsTu. «OHa 6e3ymHa. .. Ho uTo 3acra-
BUJIO ee CKazath Bce 910?.. Kakasi B1acThb, eciv y MeHsl HeT HuJe-
ro? Kakue xu3au?» — nyman OxoTHUK. OH OCTaHOBWJICS, OTie-
PEBIIKCH O CTBOJI IEpEBa, MPUKABIIKCH TJIEYOM K XOJIOHOM pe3-
HOU KOpe, U TIO/IHSUT TJIa3a — Briepean Oblla 3ajie/ieHeBIIas BO-
Hasl I71a]ib, MOKPHITAsi CJIOBHO CHHUM MEP3JIBIM MPaMOpPOM; B/a-
JIM YEepHEeJIM OUYepTaHUs IEPEBbEB U BUHEUCH CKPBITHIE B TYMa-
HE BEPILMHBI OTBECHBIX CKaJl. ,, Ta éracmsv, umo oana mebe, cna-
cenm COMHU, MuiCAUU HEGUHHBIX JCUBHEN. ..

«I'panunia CeBepHbIx 3emenb...» — OXOTHHUK, IOME[JIUB,
CIYCTWJICSI Ha JIE U 3alliaraji Briepe]l.

Ha npyrom koHne o3zepa HaunHasiocs KoponesctBo Xonoaa;
10 KpaiiHen Mepe, BausiHue CeBepa OlIyIanoch 31ech Oe30IH-
004YHO. DTO 03HAYAIO, YTO OOSATHCS MPOBATUTHCS 3[IECH CKBO3b
Jiel SIBHO HE CTOMT: 03epO HaBEpHSIKa CKPBITO MOJ JIeIsTHbIM
MOKPHIBJIOM TOJILMHOM B LIEJIbI UesioBeueckuid poct. Bo3gyx
3[1ECh KaXXETCsl KOMIOYUM U MepTBbIM. Hul O/1HO :KuBO€ CyI1IeCTBO,
Oyb TO AMKOE JKUBOTHOE BPOJIE OJIEHS, BOJIKA WJTU JIMCHUIIBI, TTPU-
BBIKIIIEE K CYPOBBIM JUKWM YCJIOBHSIM, HE CMOIJIO ObI IPOBECTU
3nech M daca. [Ipupona 3nech Kak OyATO MepTBa, — OHA CIIOB-
HO OKaMeHeJa, UCCYIIMB BO3IyX KOJKUM MOPO30M, OKYTaB Je-
PEBbsI TUIOTHBIM TTOK PHIBAJIOM CHETOB, YCHITTUB UX BEYHBIM MEPT-
BBIM CHOM. .. Hkasui, cTynuB Ha Jief, ObICTPO Tiepeliies Ha Jier-
KM Oer, OCTaBJIsAs 32 COOOM TEMHEIOIUE CJIEIbl, KOTOPBIE C BbI-
COTBI MITUYBETO TOJIeTa TTOXOVITN OBl Ha CTEKKH TOPOILIUBOTO



mBa. Ciy4alHbIN TOCTb, ITOCETUBIIMU STH MECTa, IBHO HE TIOXkKe-
7as Obl 37eCh 3aePKUBATHCSI.

BHe3zanHo OXOTHUK 3aMETHJI, YTO C KasK/AbIM II1aroM OH Oyl
TO YYBCTBYET HEKYIO OTauy U3-I0/10 JIbJ1a, CJIOBHO HEKUE TOJTY-
KU U3 JIEASTHOW YepHOTHI Mo Horamu. Hpkasn HemHoro 3ames-
JIJICS Y TPUCITYIIAJICS, CTapasiCh YJIOBUTb PUTM: BCE BEPHO, y/a-
Pbl CHU3Y 3aMeUIMINUCH Toxke. OXOTHUK OCTaHABJIMBAETCS U pac-
TePSTHHO OIYCTWJT B3IIsiA cede mof Horu. YTo, ecu 3To moiuia
TPEeLI1HA U JIed BOT-BOT PacKoJieTcs?..

Ho kak Ttonmbko ocraHoBwicss Hpxamnn — oOcTaHOBUIMCH
Y CTpaHHBIE BOJIHBI, OBIOIIMECS M3HYTPU 03€pa.

OXOTHUK MEIJIEHHO COTHYJ KOJEHH W OCTOPOXHO IPUCEI
Ha JieJ], IPOTSrMBasi pyKy BIEpe] U MOAHOCS JaJJOHb K 3aMep3-
meil moBepxHocTu o3epa. OTKyma-To CHU3Y, M3gaieka, OyaTo
pa3faércs KakoOW-TO CTPaHHBIM 3BYK: IMOCJBILAICS HE XPYCT
Y HE TPECK pacrof3aloluXCcsl BO JbAAaX TPEUIMH — MOCbIIIAI-
cs1 ryJ1. D10 OBUIO TIOX0XKE Ha MPUOIMIKAIOIIUICS TIOPHIB CHITBHO-
0 BETPa, WM Ha BOIl OTPOMHOIO JUKOT'O 3BEPsI; TOJIBKO BOT UC-
XOAWJI OH M3-TI071 ITyOoKo# Tommm Bofpl. Ho OXOTHHK He 4uyB-
CTBOBAJI ONACHOCTH, U HE YyBCTBOBaJ cTpaxa. EMy oryero-to
HE XOTeJIoCh OekaTh K CIIaCHTEIbHOM JIMHUY Oepera, 4To YepHe-
Ja rae-To Baajeke. OXOTHUK MOYYBCTBOBAJI... CTPAHHOE OLIY-
IIeHNe, HEBEAOMOE MPEK/e: OH NOUYBCTBOBAJI BIIACTb.

Ot TOro mecra, HaJi KOTOpPbIM 3aBHUCJIa TeIlIasi YeJoBeyecKas
JIAJIOHb, BAPYT HaYaJld BO BCE CTOPOHBI PaCIo3aThCsl MOIOCH —
IIMPOKME U BIIYKJIblEe, CAHUE, CIOBHO BEHBI; Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 03€-



PO JBILIUT, YTO €ro MOBEPXHOCTh PACKauMBAETCs B TAKT BJIO-
XaM | BBIIOXaM Ybero-To Oblomierocs cepana. Ha kakoi-to mur
OXOTHHKY MOKa3ajoCh, YTO OH YCJIBIIIAJ] YEU-TO CIIOKOWHBIN,
[IyOOKUI B3J0X, pa3JaBLIMICS CO [HA JIEASHOIO 03epa, Ipe-
OZI0JIEBILIMI MOPO3HYIO TEMHOTY, BHIPBABIIMICS HA [IOBEPXHOCTD
CKBO3b OJJHY M3 9TUX TEMHBIX IPOKUIIOK. ..

bynro ounysmmce oto cHa, Hopkaiun OTHsII JIalOHb OTO JibJa
U pe3Kko BbiIpAMWICA. OcMOTpeB ropu3oHT, OXOTHUK BHOBb
OITYCTHJI B3I/ ceOe MOl HOTY — JIe/l OCTaBaJICs MO-TIPEKHEMY
IJIQIKUM ¥ TTPOYHBIM, & HA COTHA MIJIb BOKPYT Lapuiia Oe3Ku3-
HEeHHasl TUIIMHA, CKOBAaHHAsI CTaJIbHBIMU LIENsIMU O€3KaJJOCTHO-
r'0 MOpO3a.

He sxenas Gosee nopaaBaTbCs BIUSHUIO TEX CTPAHHBIX MILTIO-
3WH, YTO MIPOUCXOAAT 37€Ch, 1 BCSKUM HEOOBSICHUMBIM BUICHH-
am, Haxann pemt nocnemmurs K cyiie, noytd Oerom Harpa-
BUBILKCH K IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOMY Oepery.

Kok

B 310 %€ Bpems B 3amke KbsApBasisi MUHUCTPBI M COBETHUKHU
KaK pa3 3aBepIIIN CBOM PEYH, TIOBEJAB CBOEMY ITPABUTEIIO 000
BCEX JIesax, 4to TBOpATCcA B Koposesctse I1namenu.

Kopoue MOIua cMOTpen Ha KaMEHHYI0 MO3auKy MPaMOPHOIO
T0J1a, TIOTPY3UBIIMCh ITTyOOKO B CBOM MBICIH. HUKTO 13 mpucyT-
CTBYIOIIMX HE CMeJI HApYIIUTh ero 3a0biThe. beITh MOXeT, bpann-
KbsipBasib pazaymeiBai 060 BCEM, YTO YCIBIIIAA, U MPUHUMAI



HEKOe BaXXHOE ISl TOCYAapCTBa pellieHre; ObITh MOXKET, OH JIy-
MaJl O CBOMX MOTHOIIMX CHIHOBBSIX — Belb Omm3Hensl Opm u Op-
Mapp MorJIi Obl IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha cerogusiHemM CoBere, Oyib
OHHU KUBHI. ..

[Momomnmuas ¢ MuHyTY, KbsipBaJIb BHIITIET U3 CBOETO BPEMEHHO-
ro 3a0BEeHUS U, B3IPOTHYB, — CJIOBHO IIPHUHSIB, HAKOHEII, KAKOe-TO
TPYIHOE, HO Ba)KHOE PEIIeHHe — 3arOBOPHII, PacCEenBasi 3ByKOM
CBOETO roJioca MoBHCIIYIO B 3aje 01aroroBeiHyo TUIINHY:

— VBaxaembiii CoBer, — 00paTuiICsl OH K TIOKUJIBIM O0posa-
THIM MUHHUCTPaM, — MBI JJOJKHBI OOBSIBUTH COOP BOICK, OO Tpsi-
JeT HoBbI BUTOK Benukon Bonnbl. 1 HamepeH 3aBoeBath CeBep
Y YHUUTOXUTb Taroasist 10 OKOHYaHUs ITOTO JieTa.

[To 3any mpokaTuiack IenecTsias BOJHA JECATKOB TOJo-
COB — MUHHCTPBI TUXO HAYaJIM NIEPErOBApUBATHCS APYT C IPYTOM.

KbsipBasib ckan majbllaMy 30JI0ThIe MOMJOKOTHUKHM TpPOHA
¥ TIOPBIBUCTO TIO/IHSLJICS] HA HOTH.

— 51 noHumaro Bariie HeZIOBOJIbCTBO U Ballle CMSITEHHE, — 3aro-
BOpwJI Koposb FOra, OKMHYB B30pOM MPHCYTCTBYIOIINX, — HO S
B CBOEM peIlIeHUH TBEpA U yBepeH. — Boinepika nay3y, bpann-
KbsipBasib yBEpEHHO MPOIOKIIL: — Y MEHs €CTh CEKPETHBIN KO-
3bIPb B PyKaBe; & UMEHHO — BOWH, 4TO ObUT BBIPAIIIEH HAa CaMbIX
HIBIINX 9TaXax 3aMKa... — [0 3a1y mpoKaTuics BCTPEBOKEH-
HBIIA poroT. — Mosi ceMbst cofepxkala ero cronerusmu. 1 ator. ..
3t10 co3maHue... Byner BoeBarh 3a Halll pof, KEpTBYS CBOei
KU3HBIO OE30rOBOPOYHO, MOAUUHSSACH TMIHO MHE.

Coger u npaBaa npebdsBasl B cMsATeHNH. O YyJOBHIIE, KUBY-



IIEM B TMOJ3EMEITbe 3aMKa, XOUIJIO MHOKECTBO CaMbIX Pa3HO00-
Pa3HBIX CITyXOB, M CJTyXY 3T ObLJIM CAMBIMH UTO HU HA €CThb JKYT-
KM ¥ 3710BemmMu. Ho Koposib, ka3anock, ObuT aOCOMIOTHO YBe-
PEH B CBOEM pEIIEHUH, U MTPEUCIIONHEH PELIUMOCTH:

— Mm1 cobepem Bcex MyxuyuH KoporneBcTBa B 3TOM Tropo-
Je, — MPOJIOJKAJ OH, — CIOCOOHBIX JiepXkaTh Oopyxue. AOCOo-
JOTHO Bcex. — [loquepkHyn koposib. — Mbl niorem K JlensiHou
Crene... — OH caenas HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIIEpE]], IEpEMEIAsICh
MO aJIOMy y30p4aToMy KOBpY, — MU BO3bMEM CEBEPHYIO 3aCTaBy
60 m3MopoM, Jnoo... — Koposb pe3ko pa3BepHyJcs Ha Kao-
JyKax, — oo s pacriasio JlensHyio CTeHy MiaMeHeM, COKIY
Cepepnyio CteHy n0T/1a, 4ero Obl MHE 3TO HE CTOMJIO, — 3aKOH-
YUJI OH MOYTH MIEMOTOM.

HacnanuBimch mpou3BeIeHHBIM Ha MPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX -
(pextom, KbsipBasib rpoOMKO MpOOIIKAL:

— OroHp Beerga cuiibHee Xosofga. DTo u3BecTHO BceM. Ka-
KMM Obl HM OBLJT MOPO3, OH HE CMOKET Ioracuth 1iamst. Ho -
00i1 €N TUIABUTCSA M TaeT MOJA HAlOPOM JOCTATOYHO Topsivue-
ro oras. I mostomy, naObl pacTONUTh CaMblil IPOUHBIA CIIOM
OCTEKJIEHEBUIETO JIbJA. .. ] OTKPOIO KJIETKY U BuIy11y dpsipBu! —
OOBSBUII TIPaBUTENT, U CEP/LIA €T0 MOAJIAHHBIX PA30M CKAJUCh
OT yKaca.

— Bame BennuectBo! DT10 HeBooOpasumo! Henb3s oTmyckaThb
Ipsipeu! OH cBoeBoJieH, OoH xutep! ITO xe camoyOmicTBO! —
PaznaBanuck Bo3miack co Bcex ctopoH. Oanako Kbsipasb Obut
CIIMIIIKOM CaMOYBEpEH, YTOObI TMO3BOIUTH cebe yCIBIIaTh BCe



9T COUBYMBBIE TPEIOCTEPEKEHUSI.

— psipBU 00s13aH MHE 1 Moeii cembe. OH He ToCMeeT MpeaTh
KoposieBckuid port. OH moMoxkeT Ham noOenuTh. .. Pa3 u HaBce-
raa. B oOMeH Ha cBoIO cBOOOY.

B 3asie 3acemanuii BCE CTUXJIO.

OKVHYB B3IVISIOM CTyINEHYaThle sIPYChl, 3allOJIHEHHBIE YBa-
’KAEMbIMU TOXWJIBIMA MUHUCTPAMU — HECOMHEHHO, MYIPbIMU
¥ OMBITHBIMU, HO CITUIIIKOM TPYCIMBBIMU, — KbsipBasib BOCKJIMK-
HYJI, BCKUHYB PYKY BBEpX:

— Cobwupaiite apmuto, oObsiBIIslTe PU3bIB! 1 moaroroBste
mou jocriexu! Ckopo Mbl BbiiBuraemcsi Ha Cesep! — [imyxo mipo-
CTyuaB KaOJlyKaMu 10 aJIoMy KOBPY, KOPOJIb TPOHECCs K PE3HbIM
CTBOPYATBHIM JIBEPSIM, M Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHI TIOKUHYII
3ai 3acenaHni, OCTABUB BCTPEBOKEHHBIX MUHHUCTPOB B ITOJTHEW-
IIEM CMSATEHUH.

Kokk

KbsApBasib, BEPHYBLIUCh B CBOM IIOKOM, BEJIUT 3aXJIOIMHYThb
3a co00I0 BEpH U OTHAET PACHOPSIKEHUE «HE CMETh OeCIOKO-
uTh». CIIOKUB PYKH 32 CIMHOM, KOPOJIb HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MPOXO-
JUT 10 KOMHATe B3a/1-BIIEPE]] Y 3aMUPAET, YCTPEMUB COCPEOTO-
YEHHBIN B3I B OKHO.

«$1 HamepeH 0ObsABUTH BoWHY Tarosmo. .. Sl HamepeH. .. {1 Ha-
MepeH yBUJIETh TeOsi HAKOHEI[-TO», — AyMaeT Kopoib FOxHOro
KoponesctBa. «5I cobepy BoicKa U MOBELy apMHIO K TPaHUIIE.



A pacrommo Jlensnyro CreHy ¥ nepeceky OJIEACHEBIIME Jieca.
U nepeiiny Topmxuic. S yobio Kakaoro, KTO BCTAaHET HA MO-
€M MyTH... 5l pUCKHY CBOMMHU JIObMH, CBOUMU TOIJAHHBIMU,
JMIIb OBl YBUJETh TeOsI — ¥ yOUTh... Beap BoiiHA — €IMHCTBEH-
HOE, 4TO MHe I0poro, a CeBep — MOM caMblid JKeJJaHHBIN, U CAMBIT
JONTOXAAHHBIN Tpodeid. .. KoTopslii 51 00s13aTebHO 3am0myay».



I's1aBa yeTBepTasn

OXOTHHK Y€ CJIMIITKOM JIONTO OykJIal 1O KPyThiM KaMeH-
HBIM CITyCKaM, BCE€ CHera BOKPYT ObUIM M3MSIThl TEMHEIOUIMMU
cnenamu ero maroB. Ho B Kakyio Obl CTOPOHY OH He oOpariaji
CBOU B30D, rie Obl HM UCKAJI CIIACUTEIBHOTO MPOCBETa MEX BbI-
COKHMX TEMHBIX CTBOJIOB BEKOBBIX [IEPEBbEB, HUTJE OH HE BUJEI
HU TPOIIbl, HU AoporHu. Jleca, uto Ha3biBauch «MepTBbiMu Jleca-
MU, TIOUCTHHE TAKOBBIMU M ObUTH — TUKWI MOPO3 IIAPHT 3/1ECh,
yOuBasi Bce MBOE Ha JIECATKU, HA COTHU MIJIb BOKpyr. Kaza-
JIOCh, C KQXIbIM BIOXOM 3TOTO IPOHU3BIBAIOILIETO, STOTO JIe/s-
Horo Bo3ayxa OXOTHHUK Tepsil CBOM CWJIbL... HakoHell oH mpu-
’KaJicsl CIMHOM K OIHOMY U3 JIEPEBbEB, U, ONEPEBIINCH JIAAOHSI-
MU Ha CBOM KOJICHH, TIOCTApaJiCsi BOCCTAHOBUTH COMTOE B OTYA-
SIHHBIX CKUTAHUSIX JbIXaHUE.

3a CMHOM MOCIBIIIAJICS CYXOU TPECK, CIIOBHO IEPEBO TPeCcKa-
JIOCh TOJ1 HATIOPOM KaKOM-TO HEBUJAHHOM CUJTbl. OXOTHUK OCTO-
POXHO OOEpHYJICS — ¥ YBUJIE TEMHYIO TPEIIIUHY B KOPE; TIOHSIB
B3MJISI], OH YBUJIEN U MPUYUHY ITOTO XKyTKOro xpycra. OHa 3a-
craBuia OXOTHUKA OTIPHITHYTh, YTIaB B CHET, U OTIOJI3TH Ha Ma-
Py CaKeHEeu.

JInio Moprassl MpoCTyNuIIO MPAMO MOCPEU CTBOJIA IUPO-
KOTO JepeBa — Ka3aJioch, YTO OHAa cama Oblla 3THM JIepeBOM;
yNaBIINKA B CHET YeJIOBEeK, OECIIOMOIIHO IMBITAIOIIUICS TON3TU
CIUHOM BIepe/1, BBI3BAJ Ha OJIETHOM JIUIIE BE/IbMbI JIUIIIb JIETKYIO



YXMBLIKY.

— To1 cipiman? Tel cabiman o3epo, BepHo? [la ToIbKo Kpome
MeH$1 Belb HUKTO HE CJIBIIIUT ero.

Hpzxan He 3HaJ1, YTO OTBETUTh; OH ObLIT 3aBOPOKEH STUM IPO-
SIBJIEHMEM YeJIOBEYEeCKOTO JIUIA, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO B MPO-
IUTBIN pa3 BeJjbMa U caMa 00epHYJIach AePEBOM IIPSIMO TIepe ero
miazamu. Ciyxu o uyzecax, 00 yIUBUTEIbHBIX MPEBPAIICHUSX,
Ha KoTopsle criocoOHa JlecHas Benbma, ObLIM M3BECTHBI KAK10-
MY; OTHAKO OIHO JIEJIO — CJIBIIATH OAliKM OT TOPrOBIEB WJIH Tpe-
CTYMHMKOB, CUJISIIIIKUX Y KOCTpa B HOUYM, & COBCEM JIPYTOE — YBU-
JeTh COOCTBEHHBIMH IJI1a3aMHU. . .

— Yro ke Tl MOMuHUIb? Thl Be/Ib CIBIIIAI, KaK ABIIIUT BoAa?
DTO OAHO U3 MPOSIBIEHUI TON CUJIbl, O KOTOPOW Thl IPEANOYU-
Taelllb He JyMarTb.

OXOTHUK He MOHUMAJI, KOHEYHO e, KaK BOJIa MOKET JIbIIIIATh,
HO TpeOOBaIOCh YTO-TO OTBETUTh — XOTb YTO-HUOYAb, — U OH,
TIO/IHSIBIIIMCH HAa HOTH, CKa3aJl, CTPSXUBAS CHET C OJCK/IbI:

— D10 06MaH. { cibIman OT MyTemeCTBEHHUKOB, YTO TaKOe
ObiBaeT... B omacHbIX Mectax. Bpoae mycThiHb, WiIH. . .

— O6man? Twl x0ueIb cKa3arh, 9YTO BUIACIT MUPAXK ?

— Ha.

Moprana, Ka3ajaoch, O 4YeM-TO 3aLyMajiach — IPUIILY PUBIIIKCH,
OHa CMOTpeJia KyJja-TO B CTOPOHY, MOIIa)KUBask KOTTUCTOM CyXOi
BETKOM MOAO0POIOK.

— Crano ObiTh, TeOE TpoIle IOBEPUTh B OOMaH 3peHuUs, YeM
B COOCTBEHHBIE CITOCOOHOCTH. . .



— YV MeHA HeT HMKakuX crocoOHocTed, — OXOTHHUK Ha4u-
HaJ 3JIMTBCS: ITOT Pa3rOBOP €My YKe MOPSAKOM HaJ0eNl, Kak
u npecniefoBadue ooesymesineit JlecHoit Benbmbl. — OctaBb Me-
Hs B [OKOE, HAlIu ceOe IPyroil 0ObeKT TITYMbIX IIyTOK !

— A ecii s IoKaxy Tede TOro, Ube JIbIXaHue Thl cibiman? Ec-
JIM JOKAKY, 4TO ITOT. .. YTO 3TO cO3qaHNe IEUCTBUTEIBHO CYIIIE-
crByer? Toraa Tel HOBEpHUILL MHE?

OXOTHHK, cOOpaBIIMIACA yke ObUIO MOKMHYTh 9TO MECTO, 3a-
Mep. MenjieHHO OOepHYBIIIUCh, HE Beps cjioBaM MopraHsl, OH
pacTepsiHHO CITPOCHIL:

— Tak 3HaUUT, TO ABIIIAT YEIOBEK ..

— Hy... He coBcem. Korma-to oH B camom jejie ObLT 4esio-
BEKOM... A BIpoueM, moijemM, s IoKaxy Tede, U Thl caM Bce
noviMelib. — Moprasa co CKpUIoM MpOTSHYJIA PYKY, YTO cerdac
OosibIlIe MOXOAWIIA HA CTapyI0 KOPSITy — BMECTO KOXHU OblIa MC-
TPECKaBILIASACA KOPA, @ BMECTO MaJbLEB — JJIMHHbIE TOHKUE BET-
KH.

OXOTHHK yCTaBWJICSI HA 3TY «PYyKYy», OOPSCH C jKeJlaHuem O6po-
CHUThCS Oesxarh poub. Ho OH mogymal, uro yoexarb OT TOH, 4TO
yMeeT CTAHOBUTHCSI YeM YTOIHO U BOZHUKATh IJi€ YTOAHO, Oy-
Jet HernpocTto. [Ipaktnueckn HeBo3MoxHO. K TOMy ke, BebMa
BpAJl JIX OCTABUT €r0 B MOKOE... A ToponuThcsi OXOTHUKY BCE
paBHO OBLIO HEKyJIa — BIIEpe/IN y Hero Oblia 1ieJiast KU3Hb, YTOObI
CKUTAaThCs MO 3eMJIsIM pa3inuyHbix KoponeBcTs, no0biBas cebe
€/1y OXOTO Y BBIIIOJTHEHUEM MEJIKMX MOPYYEHUI, BPOJIE COIPO-
BOXJIEHUSI TOPrOBBIX MOBO30K... I OXOTHUK HEYBEpEHHO IPO-



TSIHYJI CBOIO JIA[IOHb, HEXOTSI BJIOXKUB €€ B CTapylo CYXYIO BETKY,
U CKaJl TaJIbIIbL.

TyT %e OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHBIN PHIBOK BIIEPE]] — HOTY OTO-
PBaJIUCh OT 3eMJIU, BCE BOKPYT 3aKPYTUJIOCh, CMEIIABIIIUCH U T10-
TEepsIB CBOM OUEPTAHUsI, M Yepe3 CEKYH/y TIOTPy3HIOCh BO MPAK.

kokk

Korga Hpxamn oTKpbul I1a3a — OH YBUAEJ, YTO OKa3aJics
B roctsix y Mopransl: 1ojisiHa, OKPYKeHHasl BBIOIIIMMMUCS JIO3aMHU
OCTPBIX COPHSIKOB, TOKOCUBIIUICS] MAJIEHbKUI IEPEBSIHHBIN JO-
MUK, U3yMpYIHAs TPaBa, YTO OYATO CBETUTCS U3HYTPH. .. A Ba-
JIEKE — XOJIMbI, 1 HABEYHO 3aMEPEBIINI 32 HUMHU 30JI0TOM 3aKar.
OO0 3TOM MecTe XOIWIIU JIETeH b, OIHA JIPYrod Kpaiie, HO HU-
KTO HUKOT/Ia HE MOT JI0Ka3aTh MPAaBJUBOCTb CBOMX CJIOB; TENEPh
OXOTHHKY cama cynp0a TIO3BOJIMIIA YBUIETh BCE TO BOOUHIO.

Ha onHom u3 xomMoB cupaen 4denoBek. Ero temHas ¢urypa
3aropakvMBajia coOOI0 COJHIIE, Ka3aach JIMIIb YEPHbIM HEIBH-
KUMBIM KaMHEM Ha (pOHE OrPOMHOTO KEJITOrO COJTHEYHOTO AUC-
Ka, OKPYKEHHOTO IMEePCUKOBHIMU OOakamu. Moprana HarpaBy-
Jack UMeHHO Tyna. Kaxercsi, cTpaHHOe MyTellecTBUE CKBO3b
BpEMsI ¥ POCTPAHCTBO, YTO OHA TOJILKO UTO COBEPIIUIA BMECTE
¢ OXOTHUKOM, HUUYTh €€ He MTHTEPECOBAIIO, OY/ITO MOJOOHOE ObI-
JI0 1Sl Hee OOBIYHBIM JesioM. Hskasut nomen ciegom — emy Obl-
JI0 He TI0 ce0e 0CTaBaThCs 371eCh OJHOMY, CPE/IM TUXOTO IIHTIe-
HUS KOJIIOYEW M3ropoIy, OOHUMABIIIEH JIECHYIO TIOJISIHY CO BCeX



CTOPOH.

— Bor, — Moprana BHITAHYJIA PYKY, [TO-JETCKU YKa3aB Ha CU-
JAIIEro B TpaBe yesioBeka. — TOT, KOro Tel cislial. Yepes cor-
HU MWIb, Y€pE3 COTHU BEKOB, — BEIbMA MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO U30-
rHy/a OpOBb U TNepeBena B3 Ha U0 OXOTHHUKA.

Tor cmotpen mepex coOoi, HEMMOHUMAIOIIE CKOJb3sT B3IJIS-
JIOM T10 CIIMHE U TIeYaM 3TOr0 3arafjloqHoro 4eaoseka. Ero o
He ObLJI0 3HAKOMBIM; €ro0 IJ1a3a ObUTM 3aKPBITHI, CJIOBHO CaM Ye-
JIOBEK MPUOBbIBAJI B KAKOM-TO TPAHCE UJIH CHE.

— A ne... Kro 310? O yem TbI roBOpUIIIb?

Moprana B3aoxHy:1a. [ToHsIB, 4T0 63 0OBSICHEHUI OOOUTHCH
HE BBIIJIET, OHA 3arOBOpUJIA:

— Jleca nonHbI cTpaHHBIMU co3aHusIMU. [loHbl Marueit pas-
HOMH CHJIBI ¥ PA3HOTO TOJIKA — €CTh ¥ OJIaroCIOBEHHUS], €CThb U MPO-
KJIATbsA. Thl HABEpHSKA 3HACIb 3TO — Thl UCCIIEJOBAJ KaX b1
yronok kak CeepHbix JlecoB, Tak ¥ FOxHbIX ITycTbiHb. { ciibl-
I1aJ1a TBOM KpaJIyliyecs Iary no ooe ctoponsl Topmxkuica. . .

Hpxann ciyman ee cioBa Moj4a, CJIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHBIN
pa3miisiabiBast 6€3MOJIBHOTO YEIOBEKa HA TpaBe. DTO ObUI IOHOIIA,
NOYTH poBEeCHUK camoro Hiskaia, He peGeHOK, HO U He COBCeM
B3pOCIIbIid My)unHa. Ero koxa Msrko cusiia, a BeKU ObUIH I1JI0T-
HO 3aKkpbITHL. Ilapens, ckpecTuB HOruM, cuaes NpsMO HAIIPOTUB
3aKaTHOTO COJIHIIA, CJIOBHO MIPEBPATUBIIMCH B CTATYIO — HE OBLIO
3aMETHO HU €ro JbIXaHWsl, HU MAJIEHILIETO IBUKEHUS; IPUCMOT-
peBiMch, Hpkai 3aMeTrs TOHKYIO IayTUHY Ha €r0 pecHULAx,
NOAPArMBAIOIIYI0 HA BETPY.



— 910 — Cnsmmi, — Npoaosikaia TeM BpeMeHeM BellbMa. —
N oH... criut. Yke oueHb JaBHO.

— Yro ¢ HUM. .. He Tak? OH NpOoKIAT?

— Bepho. 210 — [Ipokasatue Beunoro Cha. IIpokisitue npy-
roii BeibMbl. Erie Most 6a0y1ika pacckasbiBajia MHE 3Ty UCTO-
pHIO: KOT/Ia-TO OJIHA BeJ[bMa BITIOOMIIACh B 3TOTO YEJIOBEKa, B IMap-
Hsl, KOTOpOro 3Bajv BpaHak, ube cepiue yxe MpUHaIekano
apyroii. OH ObLT MOMOJIBJIEH, U OYEHb JIIOOWII CBOIO HeBecTy. Ee
3BauM, Kakercs, [laiiHa. Toraa Benpma pa3o3iuiiach U cKazaia:
«Ax Bot kak? Twol mobumib ee, a He meHs? Hy xopormo... Xo-
Yelllb BUJIETh TOJIbKO ee? Tak cMOTpH TOJBKO Ha Hee!» — 1 mpo-
kJisu1a ero. C Tex nop OH He BUAUT HUYEro, Kpome JlaitHbl — TOM,
KOTOPYIO TaK JIIOOWJI MPY KU3HU; TIPOIIUIA JTHU, MECSIIBI U TOMIbI,
a OH BUJUT CBOM IPEKpACHbIM COH 110 cux nop. He moxer Hu-
4ero BUAETh, KpOME CBOETro JIOOUMOro cHa. ToW JIeBYIIKH, KO-
TOPYIO OH JIIOOWJI, JABHO YK HE Ha CBETe, a BellbMa JIaBHO pac-
chiMajach B IMpax, CMELIaBIIKCh C MbUIbl0 BocTounbix Crenen.
Ho 3TOT HecuacTHBIN BCe elle KUBET JIUIIb Oarogapsi CBOUuM
rpésam. O0Opa3 ero BO3m00IeHHON HABCEr/1a 3aCThbUl IPEA HUM.
[1oaTOMY OH M CIIUT — U BPsA[ JIA XOUET MPOCHINATHCS.

— Ho 310... 9T0 HENpaBUIIBHO.

— Ilouemy xe? V Hero He ocrasock HAYEro. Ero cemps nas-
HO yMepJia, ero ropof JaBHO CTEPT C JIMIA 3€MJIM, a ero coo-
CTBEHHOE TeJIO UCTJIENIO U3HYTPU: B TPYIU MOCEIUINCh MOThLIb-
KM, a U3 KOHUYMKOB MaJblLEB MTPOPACTaOT TpaBUHKU. CTOUT emMy
MIPOCHYTHCSI — M OH Pa3BEETCs MO BETPY NEIUIoM. A cenyac. ..



Emy xoporo, 1 oH cyacivB. EMy cHUTCS Ta, KOTOpas Bceraa
PSIOM C HUM, €ro XH3Hb IPEBPATUIACh B CAMYI0 HACTOSLIYIO
MEuTy, U HeT B Hell HU TEMHOTHI, HM KolimapoB. HaBepHoe, oH
3HAET, YTO BCE 3TO — COH. HO OH mo-npexHeMy XpaHUT BOCIIO-
MuHaHHMSA. .. KoTopele mo0uT Oosbiie coOCTBEHHOH ku3HU. [o-
3TOMY NPEINOYUTAET CMOTPETD. ..

— 4 pa3byxy ero!

— Kak 6b1 He Tak, — XMbIKHYJ1Ta Moprana. — OH He X04eT Mpo-
chinathbesl. [ OBOPIO K€ — OH XOUET CMOTPETh TOJIBbKO HA HEE.

O6a 3amomyanu. YenoBek, 4To CUeNI Ha TPaBe, HUIYTh He Tie-
PEMEHWJICS — OH BU/IE] COH, HABESIHHBIN MPOKJISITUEM, COH, KOTO-
phbiii JII0OMIT OOJIbIIIE BCETO Ha CBeTe. .. M 4enoBek 3ToT NeicTBU-
TEJIbHO Tpeanoyes Obl He MPOCHINIATHLCS HUKOTIA, YTOObI HE OT-
MyCKaTh U3 OOBSATUI MaMSATH JTIOOUMBIN 00pa3, JABHO IOKMHYB-
IIUH 3TOT CBET.

— Hy uto? Tenepb Thbl Bepuilib? DTO €ro JbIXaHUE CIIBIIINTCS
MHOI/Ia U3 TIIyOWH 3aMep3Iero o3epa — Tak ke, Kak U B UBOBBIX
BETBSX HaJ] O0JIOTaMH, KaK U B MOI3EMENTbSIX, T/ie CripsiTaH psp-
BU. .. OH XKUBET, 1 )KU3Hb €l1le TEIUIUTCS B €ro Cep/Le, HO TOJIBKO
JMIIb Oyaroapst MPOKJIATHIO. . .

— IToroau... Yrto el ckazana? [psipu?

— Hy na. Jpsapsu.

— To1 onsiTe Opeuiis? [IpsipBU HE CYIIECTBYET, 9TO MUQ.

— CraJsio ObITh, CKOPO BCE Mbl TOTMOHEM OT HOYHOTO KOIIIMa-
pa? — Ycmexnynace Begpma. — Boitna Mex 1y Cesepom u FOrom —
TOXke€, MO-TBOEMY, MU(?



— Her. — Hpxann 3aroBopuii ceppe3HO, B €ro rojoce Imo-
CIBIIIATIMCH CTPOTME HOTKM 3acTapeBier Oomu. — BoitHa — 310
He Mu@. BoiiHa Bcerna ykacHa U 4y/IOBUIIHA, OHA HECET TOJIBKO
cMepTh. A ecim peub uaet o noromkax Cesepa u FOra, koTopslie
HEHaBUAAT APYT Apyra ¢ CaMmoro poxJIeHus — TO TyT U BOBCE. ..

BenpMma 3anHTEpECOBaHHO CKJIOHHJIA TOIOBY HAOOK — OHA TIO-
qysijla ropeyb 4y:Koil 00JM, JaBHEH, Kak cTapasi paHa, HO BCe ellie
00JIE3HEHHO HAIIOMUHAIOIIEN O cee.

— B ogHOM M3 TakuMx cpakeHWH MMOrud MOH OTer, — Ipo-
Joikan TeM BpemeHeM OXOTHMK, — B OIHOM U3 CPak€HWil OH
y4YacTBOBaJI, U HE BEpHYJICS JIOMOI. Mbl TorAa npourpaiu out-
BY... ConyaTel MPOTHBHUKA MPOHUKJIA B MOM I'OpOJ, U... YHU-
4yToXKMIM ero. Ho s cipiiman 00 3ToM TOJMBKO M3 PacCKasos,
OBbLT TOT/A e1lle COBCEM PeOEHKOM. A 4UTO CTalo C MaTepblo —
He 3Halo 10 cux nop. Ho Gosbliie HUKOr1a He BU/IEN CBOIO CEMBIO,
Y He CJIbIIAJ O HUX; TaK YTO HE HAJ0 OIPaB/IbIBATh KECTOKOCTh
¥ KPOBOXXaTHOCTh KOPOJIEH BbIAYMaHHBIMHU UYJOBHUILAMHU.

— Hbapsu cywmecrByer. IIpo Hero pacckasblBalOT MHOIOE:
Y CBETAILIMECs B TEMHOTE IJ1a3a, U JJIMHHAS. MOPJAA, U Yelllysl. ..
Yero TobKO He HaNpuAyMbIBAOT. OHU CUUTAIOT, YTO [IpsipBU —
3TO 3Mesi, BPOJe BACUJINCKA, APYTrMe — 4TO OH, CKOpee, MPOCTO
HEKOe JUKOE KMBOTHOE, KPOBOXKA/HBI XUIHUK; TPETbU U BO-
BCE MOJIAraloT, YTO OH MOXO0X Ha OIPOMHOIO KPOKOJWIIA, U KU-
BeT B 3anajHbix bonorax. Ho HUKTO M3 HUX He mpaB. [psp-
BU — 3T0...

— ITO BBIAYMKA, — HAXMypwiIcsd OXOTHHK.



— Twl onmmbaembes. IpsipBU — MyzIpoe U JpeBHee CO3JaHue;
TaKMX, KaK OH, OOJIBIIIE YKe He OCTanoch. Bee ero copoamun oka-
3aJTUCh JTMOO TIOBEP:KEHBI, TMOO 0OOMaHOM 3arepThl B KJIETKAX.
Ho bpann-KbsipBassb. .. 9TOT KOposib B35 BCE JIyUlllee OT CBOMX
MPEJKOB, TOCEMY OH — CHJIBHEUIIINI U3 BCEX I0KHBIX KOPOJIEH,
Korga-nmoo cymiecrBoBaBimx. [Ipenok KesipBasns, kopomns Par-
Hap, — THICSTYM JIET Ha3a/1 UMEHHO OH OOMaHOM 3aCTaBUJI peBHE-
ro [IpsipBU BI€3Th B KJIETKY, a 3aTEM HAJIOXKWUJI 3aKJISAThE HA Ke-
Jie3HbIe TPy Thsl. IpsIpBU OKa3aJICs B JIOBYIIIKE, ¥ ObLT BHIHYK/ICH
COITIACUTBCS HA MPEJIOKEHHBIE YCJIOBUS: TOJIBKO COCITYXKUB J10-
CTOMHYIO CITy’Oy ITOTOMKY KOPOJIEBCKOTO PO/, B UbHMX JKHJIaX
OyzneT Teub KpoBb camoro ParHapa, [pspBu oOpeTeT cBOOOMY.
TobKO BOT MPOHUS ITOTO IOTOBOPA B TOM, — ITPOAOJIKAJIA BEAb-
Ma, — YTO HM O[IMH W3 MPUKA30B HUKOTJAa HE OKA3bIBAETCS JO-
CTaTOYHBIM. [IbsIpBH ITPOCTO HE JAIOT CTOSIIMX MOPYUYEHUH, UTO-
Obl HEe BBIMTYCKaTh €r0 Ha BOJMIO paHbllie BpeMeHU. A KbsipBaib
y’Ke TOTOB BbIYCTUTb [IbSIPBU, U YK€ MPUHSIT 3TO pellleHre —
koposb FOra npukaxer yaunutoxuts 1 Jlensnyio Creny, u Taro-
J1s1, ¥ BCEX CEBEPSIH — BCEX, JIO0 OIHOTO, — U Toraa psipBu oOpe-
TeT cBOOOY. ThICAUM JIET B CBIPOM MOJI3EMEIbe MPOIIUIU He 3psi —
T'HEB U HEHaBUCTh, HAKOILJICHHBIE 32 CTOJIb JIOJITUM CPOK, BHIPBYT-
Csl HApYyKy, U HUKTO HE CMOXKET CIIACTHUCh.

— OTKyzna Tbl Bce 3TO 3Haelib? — HenoBepurMBO MOKOCHIICS
Ha KyTKO OJeHOe U1 AeBYKU OXOTHUK. — O TOM, UTO MeX-
ay Ceepom u FOrom rpsiner HoBast OutBa’?

— 4 cnpliny TO, 4TO IPyrvie HE CIIbIIIAT.



— Ilouemy :xe TOrga THl TOBOPHIIIb, YTO I MOTY YTO-TO ClE-
JIaTh?..

— Buguin mm. ..

Benpma, CJI0BHO CMYTHBIIMCH Ha CEKYyHAY, KJIAaIET JIaJOHb
Ha r1edo Hkasa, v yBiekaer ero 3a coooii:

— JaBai mporiaemcsi, OXOTHUK.

&gk

Kaxercsi, mponuio HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, TIoka MopraHa
1 Hkamt nmporyamBaIvch Mo MOKAThIM TPAaBIHUCTHIM CKJIOHAM;
ofHako, korja OXOTHUK 3aMETWIT epeMeHy B OKPYKaBIIIEM MX
nieiizaxe — 00a BHOBb OKA3JTUCh TTOCPEIH IYCTOrO TEMHOTO Jieca,
BIaJIEKe OT TI030JIOYEHHBIX 3aKaTOM XOJIMOB, IJie ClTUT BpaHak, —
TO TIOAyMaJl, YTO MPOIILIO HECKOJIBKO YacoB.

— ThI criibHEE 000MX KOPOJIEH — CUIIbHEEe TIOTOMY, UTO Thl BH-
Wb OoJbite, yeM oHu. Kaskapiid u3 Hux — u Tarosnb, u Kesp-
BaJIb, — OCJICTIJICHBI JKaKJIOW BJIACTH, KEJIAHUEM YHUUITOKHTH CO-
TIEpHUKA; a Thl — HeT: y TeOs HUKorJa He ObUIO HU BJIACTH, HU
conepHUKOB. Thl MOXeIIb Ky/ia OOJIbIIIe — MOTOMY, YTO MOKEIIIb
BeIOUpaTh. O6a KOPOJIsi 0OpEeUeHHI CIe0BaTh YeMY-TO OTHOMY:
JIOO0 OKPYXAOIIEMY C POXICHUS JICISTHOMY XOJIOAY, JIMOO TIbI-
JaloIeMy ortio B cepaiie. Ho mveHHO TBost cBoOoAa BEIOMpATh
COCITYXHUT TeOe cITy:kO0y, TOMOXET OCTAaHOBUTD [IbsIpBU, U THICS-
9K KU3HEN, OOPEUCHHBIX Ha MOrHOelTh, OYAyT CIIaceHbl, a BOMHA
MIPEKPATUTCS, He HAYaBIIKCh. Thl CMOKEIIIb TATAThCS C HUM, OpO-



CHTb BBI30B; OH YBHUIUT JIOCTOMHOTO COMEpHUKa B Tede... 1 on
pourpaeT OUTBY, — TOJBKO €CJIM Thl HAYUYMIILCS UCTIONB30BaTh
CBOM BO3MO)KHOCTHU, YIIPABJISATh UMH. . .

— Her, Her, Tbl TOYHO comia ¢ yma! §I He UMel0 HUYero cBo-
€ro, COBCEM HMYET0, U TAraThCA ¢ 3TUM [IpapBH He cymen. Tem
6onee, HUKTO He 3HAeT, HACKOJIBLKO OH OTPOMEH M HACKOJIBKO CH-
JeH... Ho Bce npeacTaBiisioT, HACKOJIBKO crpateH! 4 cabiimant,
YTO rOBOPAT Jitoau. OHU roBOpAT, YTO IbSIpBU — IOTOMOK J€-
MOHOB, JTUOO CaM JAEMOH; IPyTUe CUUTAIOT, YTO OH — UY/IOBHUIIIE,
YTO MyTENIECTBYET MOJ BOJAMU PEK. ..

— Ho Bce onm ommbatorcs. [psapBu ropaszio crapiie Bcex ae-
MOHOB U Bcex pek. U ropasnio cuibHee BceX MOHCTPOB U Uy[I0-
BUIII, YTO OOUTAIOT HA HAIMX 3eMJIsix. OH xutep u myap. Y Tosb-
KO Thl — TOT, KTO Ha3biBaeT ceds b «OXOTHHK», TOT, KTO
CMYTHO TIOMHUT uMsl «Hkamn», — TOJIBKO Thl CMOEIllb OCTa-
HOBHUTB €TO.

— Yro tH Hecemb? 1 He cobuparoch cpakarbcs ¢ HuM! S
He cOOMpaloch BMEIMBATHCS B KOPOJIEBCKYIO BOMHY ! f He city Ky
Hu IOry, Hu CeBepy, 1 HE HaMEPEH 3aHUMAaTh HUYbIO CTOPOHY.

— 51 Hayuy TeOs ciymarh NPUPOAY, U Haydy TeOsl CIbIIaTh ee
peun. TBosi cuna cmoxeT npeB3oiTH U OroHb, U XOJO; eclin
y Taroana — neganou Berep, a y KpapBana — kunsiee miams,
TO y TeOs — cama 3emJisl. ..

— OcraBb MeHS B Tiokoe! Youpaiics, Benpma! — Hmkamn no-
JlaJicsl Ha3all BCEM TEJIOM, XMYpO B3IJISIHYB B JiMlI0 Moprassl.
Pa3BepHyBIIIMCH, OH OPOCHIICS POYb, CKPBIBIIIMCH B TEMHOM Ya-



1Ie Jieca.

— ThI cam 1030BeIIb MeHsI, — BHIKPUKHYJIAa BeJJbMa BCJIe/I, OCe-
Jasi Ha Mep3yl0 TPaBy, MOKPBITYIO CKOJIB3KUM CJIOEM WHesl. —
Ho Tonbko Tebe mpuaercst nocrapatrbes... S Mory u He npuiTu
Ha TBOM 30B!

MopraHa 3anpoKuHyja TOJIOBY Ha3a] U Jieryia Ha TIOKPHITHIS
WHEeM TeMHO-3eJieHble MXH. BeqpMa 3aKkpblia 1i1asa, u TyT Ke
MPOBAINJIACH Ha3a[l B YepPHOE KPYXkKEBO COOCTBEHHBIX BOJIOC, UC-
Yye3HyB B OapXaTHOM KOBpE 3eJIeHU, OCTAaBUB IOCJIe ceOsl JIUIIb
OUYEPTAHUE YEJIOBEYECKOU (PUTYPBI HA 3EMIIE.



I'1aBa naras

Jlensnbie Jleca ocranuck aaneko nozaau. OXOTHUK Neperes
TOpHBbIE XPeOThl, YKyTaHHBIE B BEKOBbIE CHEra, U Ternepb JAOCTUT
3€JIEHBIX JIyTOB, IPOCTUPAIOIIMXCSA 0 CaMOro ropu3onra. Pas-
HUHBI U TIOKAThI€ CKJIOHBI XOJIMOB, IOKPHIThIE KOBPOM MSTKOM
CBEXKEH 3€JIeHU, TPABOM, MMYIIHUCTON U MATKOU, U POCCHIIIBIO SIp-
KHX JIyTOBBIX IIBETOB. .. [lonnHa, 3ai1uras cosHieM, Obljia corpe-
Ta caMOM MPUPOAOK, CAMUM 30JI0THIM TETLJIOM BEYHOT'0 JieTa. ITO
Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM CTPAaHHBIM: BCETO B JIECATKE MUJIb K CEBEPY 3€M-
7151 ObLJIa OKOYEHEJION U MEpPTBOM, a 371eCh — IIBena U Oaroyxa-
J1a, ucToYasi CJIaJKUM NbsHSAIUEI 3anax. Hakan npuk peli riasa,
TIOZICTaBUB JIMLIO TEIJIOMY MATKOMY BeTepKy. «BedHoe jero...
Terio M CMOKOMHO, M HUKAKMX KPalHOCTEN U HUKAKOro Oe3y-
mus. .. Hukakux npokssruii. .. Takyio npupoay s u JoOmo», —
ayman OXOTHUK.

OH No4yBCTBOBAJI CBOIO YCTAJIOCTh — JIOJITHE TSKENbIE Nepe-
XO[bl, yTELIECTBUE CKBO3b BO3/yX U TEMHOTY K Aomy Mopra-
HBI ¥ JIONTUM TIEIUi MyTh 00OpaTHO, — HEBEPOSITHBIE COOBITHS,
3aCTaBUBIIIME YCOMHUTLCS B PEabHOCTU MPOUCXOMSIIETro, a-
M o ceOe 3HaTh BCE Pa30M, HABAJIMBIIMCh HAa YCTABILErO MyT-
HUKa. OXOTHUK, paclojOKUBIIKCh B TEHHU, ITPUJIET HAa TPaBy...
N B TOT %€ MMT yCHYIL.



Kok

— K10 THI TaKo#?

My>XCKOM T0J10C, 3BYYaBIIIHIA OTKYA-TO CBEPXY, HEe ObLT YTPO-
KAIOIIMM MJTM HACTOPOKEHHBIM — OH ObLJT BIIOJIHE TIPUBET/IMBBIM,
JIIIIb HEMHOTO YIMBJIEHHBIM, U TOJIbKO, — HO Hkamn Bce paB-
HO B3/IPOTHYJI, PE3KO PacKpbIB 171434, U MO MPUBbIUKE BHIXBATHI
OXOTHUYUH HOXK.

— Yto 310?

Korpaa rnaza OxoTHHKa He cpa3y NPUBBIKJIM K IPKOMY 30JI0TO-
My CBETY, U TOJIbKO Y€pe3 HEKOTOPOE KOPOTKOE BPEMSsI OH CyMell
PaccMOTPETh CTOSIBLIETO MOOJAJb YEIOBEKA, ONACIMBO IIArHyB-
1Iero Hazajl IPU BUE OPYKUSL.

— Yto Tebe HykHO? — HacTopoxkeHHO cripocrs OXOTHUK.

— Huuero, — oTBeTH1 HE3HAKOMeELl, IPUMUPUTENILHO MOIHSB
nanonu. — OIycTy CBOe Opykue, 51 He IPUUYNHIO Tede Bpea.

— OtBeuait, KTO Thl Takou? — Hpkasut 1 He 1ymait BbIITYCKaTh
HOX U3 pPYK.

— 1 — Bpanak, u ToI — B MoeM cHe. Kak Tbl BoOOIIIe OKa3asics
31aech? — Cnpocuil 03aJa4€HHO NTAPEHb.

Hxann npurisaencs — v AeUCTBUTENBHO y3HaUI B HE3HAKOM-
e Toro camoro «Crsiero», KOTOporo COBCeM HEIaBHO BUAEI
B JIECSITKE MMJIb OTCIOZA.

— Ara! 4 tak u 351! Be€ 310 uymb — u [Ipoknarue Beunoro
CHa, u [IpsipBY, 1 BECh TOT Opejl. .. DTO MPOJIEIKH BeAbMbI !



— Her-Her, — wucnyranHo 3amotan ronoBod Bpanak, —
He uymb. [TocmoTpu cam, — ¥ MOBEN PyKOU, yKa3blBasi BOKPYT
ceOsl.

Haxmypusiich, OXOTHUK OBICTPO MEPEeBOAMI  B3IJISAL
C HE3HAKOMIIa Ha MECTHOCTb BOKPYI — OHA U BIIPsIMb Ka3asach
HEOOBIUHOM, 1a)ke HeHacTosield. DTo Oblaa Ta Ke caMasi JIeT-
HsIs1 TIOJISTHA C TIOKATBIMU HU3KUMU XOJIMaMH, YXOSIIMMU B Oec-
KpaiiHue JaJii, HO BO3yX ObLIT Oy/TO HEPOBHBIM; €CJIi Obl BETEP
MOJHO OBIJIO PAaCCMOTPETh, OH BHIIJIsIIEN Obl UMEHHO TakK. DTH
YAUBUTEIbHBIE MECTA Ka3aJKCh CIOBHO HAPUCOBAHBI MEJTKUMU
IITPUXaMH, BCEe BOKPYT — M 00JIaKa B IPKO-TOIyOOM HeOe, U sIp-
KM€ 1[BEThl B SIPKO-3€JIEHOU TPaBe, U Jake sIPKO CUSIOIIUI CTa-
JIBI0 HOK, BCE ellle HampaBJieHHbI Ha BpaHaka, — Bce Ka3ajioch
HEHACTOSIIIIUM, CJTUIIKOM, CITUIIKOM SIPKMM W HETPaBIONoa00-
HBIM. .. VI BIIpsIMB Kak COH.

— Buguins? Tel y MeHS B TOCTSIX, — Y/IBIOHYJICS MapeHb B Oe-
JIOW JIbHSIHOM pyOallike, — OJIHAKO HAa30BM CBOE MMSI, KTO ObI THI
HU OB

— 1 — OXOTHUK.

— OxotHuk? Ho 310 He nm4. ..

— g MeHs — UM4.

— DTO CTPaHHO.

— IMocnyman, Kak Thl oKazaJics 37ech? Thl Beb HEIABHO CHU-
JIeJ1 miepe] 3aKaToM, a Terepb BIPYT CTOMIIb 3[1ECh, T€ JETHUN
NOJIJIeHb. .. — Hpkamn 61 cOMT ¢ ToNKy. — Kak Takoe BO3MOXK-
HO? YTo 3TO 32 Marus?



— Bce ropazno mpoiie, — OTBETUJI XO35IMH 9TOTO CHA, OCTO-
POXHO MPHOJMKASACH M OIMYCKASICh HA TPaBy PSZIOM CO CBOUM
HEXJaHHBIM TOCTeM. — §l U B caMOM JieJie CUXKy ceiidac rjie-To
JAJIEKO OTCI0AA. .. A 3TO MECTO — 3TO MOU COH. Moii Mup, KOTo-
PBIii 51 He COOMpaKOCh IOKU/IaTh, — OH ITPOIOJIKAIT OECIIEYHO YITbi-
6aTbCs, KMYPSCh OT COJTHIIA.

— Tlouemy? — IloBepHyscsa Huxkasml, npsgya OXOTHUYMM HOX
00paTHO B CBOU BEIIlM: OUYEBUJIHO, YEIOBEK PsAJOM ObUI COBEp-
IIIEHHO CITOKOEH 1 Oe300u 1eH. — Pa3Be Thl He XOUelllb BEpHYThCS
K HOPMaJIbHOMW, OOBIYHOM ku3HKU? B HacTosmem mupe?

— Her, — noxasn ruieyamu mapeHb, — Ta 371asl BeJbMa, 4YTO
NPOKJIsiIa MeHsl Koraa-To... Jlymana, 4To Haka3blBaeT MeEHsI.
A Ha caMoM Jiesie OHa MOapujia MHE CaMblii HACTOSIIITUI paid.
BeuHoe 7eTo M BeuHBIN MOM/IEHb, OECIIEUHOCTh U CBOOOMY. ..
YV MeHs 37ech eCcTh Bce, UYTO MHE HYKHO. Y MeHs 3/iech ecTb Ha-
Bcerna. 1 He Xouy BO3BpalliaThCs B MUP, I7ie ee He OyleT. OHa.

Bpanak ykazais nanbuem Kyga-T1o Baasib, 1 Huxamr paceMot-
pes BAajieKe, Ha OTHOM U3 OeCKpailHUX XOJIMOB, KEHCKYIO (pu-
rypy B Oesoii onexne. JleByIika cusiena B TpaBe, OMyCTUBIIKCH
Ha KOJIEeHH, U coOupaia JIyroBble 11BeThl. BeTep urpai c ee tem-
HBIMU KYZIPSIBBIMUA BOJIOCAMU, pa3BeBaJI MO0 €€ MBIIIHOTO JIeT-
KOTO IJ1aThs. .. OHa Oblia cYacT/IMBa, U OHa ObUIa BeUHa. BpaHak
yJIBIOAJICS,, CMOTPSI Ha Hee.

OXOTHMK OIMIsIbIBAI OECIIEeYHO CYACTIMBOIO MapHs, YTO CHU-
JieJ1 PsiIOM Ha TpaBe — U BCE HUKAK HE MOT MOHSTh, KakK MOKHO
JOOPOBOJIBHO OTKA3aThCsl OT COOCTBEHHOW JKU3HU Pald BEYHO-



CTH BO CHE.

— Ho kak *e Tbl 0kazascs 3uech, OXoTHHUK ? — BepHysics k pas-
ropopy Bpanak.

- A7 4. .. — Haxam BAPYT NOHSUI, UTO €My OTYETO-TO TPYIHO
MPUTIOMHUTD COOBITHSI, TTPOU3OIIEIIINE COBCEM HEaBHO, CIIOB-
HO OHM MPOMCXO/IMJIA HECKOJBKO JIeT Ha3a[. — S nepecek Ceep-
Hele ['opsl... Ilotom. .. IIoToM crycTuics B 3e1€HYI0 TOJIMHY. ..
AX na, emme Bcrpeuan Moprany, u Bujien Te0si, — BUeN, KaK Thl
CIMILIb.

— Tol Buzencsa ¢ Mopranou? — BpaHak ka3zajacsi UCKpEHHE
ynuBieHHBIM. — Kak 3T0 oHa 3axotena noka3arbscs Tedbe? U na-
ke ropopmna?.. Ctano ObITh, THI HEe OOBIYHBIM uenoBeK. OHa
HE OYEHDB-TO JIIOOUT JIIOIEH.

— Ona GOpeania. PacckaspiBasia, 94To CKOpO CHOBa OyneT BOW-
Ha, Mmexay Orom u CeBepom, 1 4TO 3TO OYyIET camasi CTpalHasi
6utBa... M 4TO 51 1OJKeH NMOBJIUSTH HA €€ UCXO. . .

— Kak noemusate? — [lapeHb 3aMHTEpecOBaHO MOBEPHYJICS
K OXOTHHKY.

— OHa roBopmIIa, 4To 51 MOTY OpPOCUTD BBI30B [IbsIpBH, 1 Taxe
no6eauTh ero. Uto s JOJIKEH HayYUThCS UCTIONb30BaTh KAKUE-TO
CHUJIBL... A, HEBAXHO.

— 3Haenib, — CEpbe3HO MPOrOBOPHII COOECETHNK, — pa3 TeOe
cKazaza 3To cama MopraHa, 3HauuT, Tak U €CTb.

— ITouemy xe? — XMbIkHYJI OXOTHUK.

— IToromy yTO0 MOprana HUKOra He BpeT.

— Hy na, ona nHe Bpet — oHa OpenuT. OHa He B cebe, 3TO Kax-



JOMY HU3BECTHO.
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