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AHHOTaAMSA
BeccMmepTHBII y3HAI O CMEPTH OTIIA U 110 BUHE JIEMOHA YOUJI CBOETO
coponuya. Ero mokuHymm apy3es, HO OH oOpel 1ieib. Briepenu ero
KJIET BOWHA, OTOHb KOTOPOW BOT-BOT OXBATHUT IIENYI0 CTpaHy. DTOT
OTOHb JIOJKEH BBIKOBATh M3 DPKa HACTOSIIEr0 OECCMEPTHOTO, TIOTOMY
YTO JIUIIH TAK MOXHO OfIOJIETh TIOKUIAIONIETO B KOHIIE Bpara.
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Anapen Tejerun
beccmepTHbIA. OroHbL BOMHBI

I'maBa 1

BeccmeprHbie MOKMHYM Apok. Bee eMOHBI ObLITM MEpTBBI,
a Bpara, co3iaHHble TamaMeToM, pa3pyIieHsl, XOTsI CIIOBO «yOu-
ThI» TYT SIBHO MOAONLIO Okl JIyuinie. [opon octaBuiv n3-3a Dpka.
Benast KpoBb BUIENa, HACKOJIBKO HEYIOTHO MOJIOIOMY OeccMepT-
HOMY HaXOJIUThCSI B TOM MECTe M He CTajia 3aCTaBJIATh €ro 00-
POTH ceOsl.

— 4 eme Tak MHOTO He y3HaJI OT TeOsI, — cKazaa DpKeH, Korjaa
OHU BHOBb OKA3JIMCh y OKMJAIOIEN X0351MHa rpuMopsl. Henb3s
OBLIO CKa3aTh, YTO MTHUIIA PAJIOBAJIACh BO3BPAIIIEHUIO OECCMEepT-
Horo. [lo ee XWIIIHOW MOpAE C KJIIOBOM BOOOIIE TPYTHO OBLIO
YTO-JINOO CKa3aTh.

— V Hac emie Oyner Bpemsi, — otBeTusa ['ota. — A noka tebe
CTOMT Pa3BUThb CBOM CHWJIbI, MOCJIE YETrO BEpHUCh KO MHe. Hain
coponuy, dapkioy, Oyaer co maoi B PyHane. Tam 3a HUM ripu-
CMOTPSIT JIOJKHBIM 00pa3oM.

— Xopoulo, — HexoTs cortacuiics Dpk. — Kyna g nomkeH or-
MPaBUTHCS?

— ThI pacckaszas MHe O xeHIuHe 1o uMenn Kpuna, — ropopu-
JIa KopoJieBa, — 51 3Halo ee. Kpuiia rnocesineHa Oosbliie Jpyrux,



U 51 X04y, 4TOObI OHA CTajia TBOEH ITyTEBOJHOW 3BE3/I0N 4Yepes
OrOHb Ips/ylliel BOMHBL. Haiinu ee v criegyy 3a Heu.

— Tet xouernb, YTOOB 51 cpaxkayicsi 60K 0 OOK C XpaMOBHHU-
kamu? — nepecnpocui Dpk. — Ho npumyt sm onn mens? Kak
MHE. . .

['oTa npuKkocHyack K miedy DpKa, 1 M0 TeJly I0HOIIY Ipoliuia
apoxb. beccMepTHOMY He ObLIO MPUATHO MM OosbHO. CKOpee
CTpaIlHO OT TOro, 4to oH HaOmonai. Ero BeHbI 1o Bcemy Temy
no6Oesnen. IpKeH BOIPOCUTENTLHO CMOTPEN Ha KOPOJIEBY, OXKH-
nasi OObSICHEHHH.

— XpaMOBHHMKM MpUMyT TeOsi, — 3aBepuiia benass kpoBb. —
XBaTUT OJJHOTO B3MJIs1A.

— Yo 18I cienana? $1 uyBCTBYIO ceOsl. .. duIlie.

— Cua Moer KpOBM B 3allIUTE OT TEMHBIX U IEMOHUYECKUX
CHJI, — TIOSICHUJIA KOpoJieBa. — Terepb Thl MOXeIlb ObITh YBEPEH,
YTO HU OJIMH JIEMOH HE CMOKET OBJIaeTh TOOOM.

DPpK yAUBJIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS, HO TYT K€ MOMpPayHesl.

— Berperutbest Ob1 ¢ TOOOH paHbIIe.

— Bce ciyyaercs B cBoe Bpems, — oTBeTisIa [ 'oTa. — A Tenepb
HaM 110pa BEPHYTbCS K CBOUM JEJIaM.

— ITocroii! Yto T Oyaelsb 1eaTh ¢ OAEPKUMBIM APAKOHOM ?

— Wcropua Mapdacanna cTouT BHUMaHus, — OTBeTHIa [0-
Ta. — 51 BO BceM pa3depych.

C 3T”MHM coBaMM KOpOJIeBa MNOJAHSIACh B BO3[yX U CTaja
CTPEMUTENILHO YAAATHCS. DPKEH CMOTpEJ € BCJIe] 10 TeX Iop,
NOKa JKEHIIMHA HE Mpornaja NOJHOCThI0. JIMimb ocraBiIMCh B



MIOJIHOM OJTMHOYECTBE, OECCMEPTHBIA OCe/Ia CBOI0 TPUMOpPY U
HAIpaBWI ee K HeKkorjaa mporperaBmeid OcTpe, 9YToOb yke OT-
Ty[la IBUHYTHCSA TIO CJIeIaM XPaMOBHUKOB. DPK HAJIEsICS, UTO C
TIOMOIIIBIO CBOETO BTOPOTO 3PEHUsI CyMeeT pa3iuyMTh CJe/ibl BO-
MHOB Xpama besnoi MoJHuY.

[lo Bcen BUOAMMOCTH, pa3MBbIIILIsT DPKEH, €CTh BEIIU, OT KO-
TOPBIX HEBO3MOXHO yOexarh. PriOa J0/KHA JKUTh B BOJE, 4e-
JIOBEK JIOJIKEH MUTAThCS U JIBIIIATh, a OecCMEepTHbIE, CO3[aHHbIE
IUTsI BOWHBI, JOJDKHBI CPaXaThCsl, YTOOBI Pa3BUBATh C POKICHUS
3aJI0)KEHHBIE B HUX CHJIBI. X04eT JPK WU HET, a 3TO HEOOXO/H-
MO TMPU3HATb.

Ha u TakTuka Papkioy, Kak 0OKa3zanaoch, He JUIIEHA CMbICTIA.
dapk xoTen BHIOpaTh CTOPOHY, M OH BBIOpas Josiei. DpK, Mo-
XOKe, C/IeNnan Takou ke BbIOop. BepHee, 3TOT BRIOOp caenamm
3a Hero, HO I0HOIIA ObLT HE MPOTUB TOTO, YTO BCE TaK CIIOKU-
J0ch. A BOT eci Obl KOpOJIeBa OKas3ajach Ha CTOPOHE HEKpO-
MAaHTOB, TOT/1a DPKEHY, BEPOSITHO, TPUIILIOCH OBl BBICTYITUTD ykKe
3a HUX. JIIoOONBITHO, IOMeHsUT Obl PapKIIOy CBOM B3TJISIbI, WA
BCE TaKKe OCTasICsl Obl HA CTOPOHE JIIofIei ?

Paspymiennass OcTpa oka3zajach 3axBaueHa TI'PUMOPAMHU.
YacTp XUIIHBIX MTHI] IAPWIA HAJl TOPOIOM, & OCTAJIbHBIE JIpa-
JIMCh BHU3Y 3a MPUTOfIHbIE B MUIY OcTaHKU. Cpeau MepTBBIX
KUTENIEeN COBCEM HEMHOTHUX MOHO ObLJIO YHOTPEeOUTh B MHUIILY.
OnHu npeACTaBsd cOOOW HEKUTh, MPOMUTAHHYIO SIIAMU WU
CKBEPHOM, a Ipyrve OKa3aarch MPOKapeHbl 1O KOCTEN MOJTHUS-
MU XPaMOBHHUKOB. JIUIIh U3peKa Momnaaaanuch MOAXOAsIITe Te-



J1a, a TTUI] PUIETENIO CTOJIBKO, YTO Ha BCEX SIBHO HE XBATHT.

DpKeH He CTaj MPUOIMKAThCS OJTM3KO BO N30eKaHNE HEHY K-
HBIX CTOJIKHOBEHUH. C rpuMOpoii MOKHO MOCTYIHUTb TaK K€, Kak
U C SIPOBOJIKOM — CKOPMUTh UYJOBHIILY YacTh CBOETO Tesa, KO-
TOpasi OTpacTeT BHOBb. Tak MOXHO Jesath OeckonevHo. [1yre-
IIECTBOBaTh ¢ OeCcCMEpTHHIM BHITOAHO. Ecim Obl 3Bepu MoOrm
TUIATUTD 32 YCIyrd DpKa, OecCMEepTHBIN ObICTPO OBl pa3zdorares.
OnsTh M1aabHASL MBICb, HUYETO He Mojiesaellb.

['pumopa Bena cedst TUXO BO BpeMsI TOJIeTa, M DPKEH CIOKOM-
HO Pa3MUHYJICA C pa3pylieHHbIM ropogoM. CHU3HMBIINCH, Oec-
CMEPTHBIN U3MEHUJI CBOM IJ1a3a, IEPBbIM JIEJIOM 3aMETUB BHYTPU
ce0s1 Oeiyio SHepruio Koposesbl. OHa MJIaBHO TeKJIa O ero Te-
JIy, HaTOJTHSISI ero oryieHueM yuctotel. Ecnu Beputs [ote, HU
OIMH JIEMOH TeNepb He BCEIUTCS B HEro. DpK BEpUJl KOPOJIEBe.
He Haxoaui NpUymMH HE BEPUTH.

Crneapl XpaMOBHHMKOB OECCMEPTHBIN 3aMeTHJI, KaK TOro U
oxugan. [locie MOMyCOTHM BOWMHOB Xpama IOJIKHBI ObUIH
OCTaThCsl, KaK DPKEH MX Ha3BaJl, yacTHibl sHeprun. CloBHO Oe-
Jasi IbIMKa, MEJIEHHO pacTBOPSIONIASCS B BO3yXe, BbIIVISACIH
clieqibl XpaMoBHUKOB. OHM YBOJWITH JaJibllie Ha 10T, U OeccMepT-
HBIW POCTO JIeTe I HaJl HUMHU, 3Hasl, YTO BcTpeya ¢ Kpurieit Hems-
OexHa.

BcromuuB 0 Heit, Dpk nogymad eme u 00 Oderte u ee no-
yepsax. Cvornu i oau yutu? OO 3TOM MOXHO OyAeT CIIpPOCUTh
Kpuiy. XpamoBH#MIIA TIOOUT YOUBATh U HE CTECHSIETCS 00 3TOM
roBoputb. OHa He coBpeT. Jlake MoXBacTaeTcs, eClIi €U JOBe-



JIOCh IPUKOHYUTH BAMITMPOB, U DPKEH BBISICHUT 3TO COBCEM CKO-
po. Bepxom Ha rpumope OH OYeHb OBICTPO JOTOHUT TEIIUX BO-
WHOB Xpama.

He npornuio u yaca ¢ MOMeHTa Kak 0ecCMepPTHBI MUHOBAJI
Ocrtpy, a BHepeau yxe 3aMasiuuiid OYepTaHUsl OYEPEIHOTO MOo-
ceJieHUs1. DPK XOPOIIO BUJIEN €ro, Kak BUAET U TO, YTO CJIe[Ibl
XPaMOBHMKOB BeJI1 UMEHHO TyJa. BrioiiHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO BOU-
HBI XpaMa PeLlnIA OCTAHOBUTBCS B CTEHAX ITOTO MOCEJIEHUS 151
nprBaia. JpKeH MoKa ellle MI0X0 pa3oupascs B 00EBBIX KOJIY-
Hax U3 Xpama besnoii MomHMM, HO Tpeamnosiarai, 4Yro UM TOXe
HY>KHO BOCCTaHABJIUBAThH CUJIBI.

ViMop ynoMuHas1 0 noeiaHuu Aylil, O IEMOHUYECKOM MPaKTH-
Ke, KOTOPYIO M03aUMCTBOBAIU ceOe XpaMOBHUKU. [l Dpka Ka-
3aJI0Ch CTPaHHBIM, YTO MIMOp, IPOXXUBIIIHIA TPU BEKA, SIBHO YCTY-
naet B cuiie Kpuiie. CkosbKo eii Toria J0/KHO ObITh JieT? Bapyr
OHA TOpaso CTaplle WK JIeNO TYT elle B 4eM-To. DpK 00s13a-
TeJbHO y3HaeT. HecMOTpsi Ha Bce CBAJIMBIIMECS HA HETO UCIIbI-
TaHWs, JIIOOO3HATEIFHOCTh HUKY/A He Jeack. OHa MpoCTo 3aTa-
Wiach Ha BpeMs, HO Terepb, Korja OeCCMepTHBI BHOBb 0Ope
1eJTb, €r0 JIIOOOMBITCTBO BO3POAUIOCH M CHOBA HAYaJI0 OBJIAJe-
BaTh Pa3yMOM IOHOIIIN TIOCHJTbHEE JIIOOTO IEMOHA.

Ha noanere k OKyTaHHOMY HOUbBIO TOCEJIEHUIO DPK PELIUI CO-
CpeAoTOUYNThCA. Maso i Kak ero BCTPETSAT, OJHAKO OeccMepT-
HBII Ha/IeslJICSl HA CBOM XOTb U HEOOJIBINION, HO OMBIT MTpU3eMJIe-
HUS B KWJIbIX roponax. OH JieTen Tak, 4ToObl ero ObUIO XOpO-
10 BUJJHO HA CIIMHE TPUMOPHL. ITO JIOJKHO OBLIIO YMEHBIIUTh



PUCKU OBITh COMTBIM, €CITU TOJIBKO KTO-HUOYIb MIAPaXHET MOJ-
HHEW IPOCTO pajii BECEsIbsl UM €CIIM eMY He IIOHPaBUTCS JIULO
HeKaHHOro roctsi. HaciymaBimch 0 TUCUMIUIMHE XpaMOBHU-
KOB, DPKEH COMHEBAJICS] B MX HECNIEPKAaHHOCTH, HO OBbLII TOTOB K
MaHeBpaM.

OnHu He MOHAIOOMIMCh. DpKeH Oe3 mpodieM mepeserel ve-
pe3 CTeHbl ¥ MPU3EMJIWIICS Cpear pas3BajvH JoMoB. CoOMHEHUI
He ObL10, OECCMEPTHBII OTHICKAT OUYepeJHbIe pyHHbL. Bo3MOKHO,
ecu Benast KpoBb cyMeeT MoOequTh BParoB, BO BCE ITU MOTHO-
1K€ TIOCEJIeHUsI HAUHYT BO3BpalliaThes Jioau. Kak 3HaTh, HO Dpk
HayaJl BEpUTh B BOZMOKHOCTb 3TOTO.

OcMmoTpeBIIUCh, DpKEH yBUIEN Oesible CHUIIy3Thl XPaMOBHU-
koB. OHM OOCTYNUJIM €ro, HO JepKaJMCh Ha paccTossHuu. Bee
Mommyainu. Cpeny BOMHOB xpaMa Dpk paccmorpen u Kpuiy. Ha
9TOT pa3 pbLKEBOJIOCAs KEHIMHA ObUIa B OEXK/E U BhIIVIsAAENA
Kyaa jayuite, yem B Octpe. OHa y3Hana rocts u nogouuia. [o ee
MYCTOMY B3IJISITy TPYAHO OBLIO TIOHSTH, O YeM OHA TyMaeT, Ofi-
Hako Kpuiia nogana 3Hak CBOMM, 1 DPK 3aMeTHIT, KaK OOJBIIINH-
CTBO OKPYXXHUBIIMX €ro O0EBBIX KOJIYHOB Pa3OIILIHCh MO CBOMM
JeJiam.

— Papna Bugers, — nonpusercrBoBaia Kpuua v Ha cekyHay 3a-
MHYJ1aCch. B3I/ )KeHIIMHBI MPOIIIesicsi o 6eCCMEpTHOMY, TIOCTIe
4ero B HUX oTpasuioch ynusieHue. — Tol Buzen ee. Ha tebe ee
3HAKMU.

DPKEH XOTeJl OTBETUTb, HO YBUIEJ €I11€ OAHOTO XPaMOBHHKA.
BpIcokMii MyX4rHA C aKKypaTHOW OOPOION MOAOIIEN U OCTaHO-



BWJICA Ha mar Brepeau Kpuiipl, OyaTo mokaspiBasi, YTO OH IJIaB-
Hee.

— ITO 0 HEM ThI TOBOpUJIa? — CIIPOCUJT XPAMOBHUK.

Kpuna kuBHya.

— Ha ero tene 3Haku besnoit KpoBu.

Myk4rHa MOCMOTPEJT Ha DpKa.

— Tebs npucnana koponesa?

— Omna Besena MHE CpaxarbCsi BMECT€ C BaMHU, — OTBETUJI
Opk. — Ckazana Haiitu Kpuily, v BOT 1 31€Ch.

— Xoporiiast HOBOCTb, — XPAMOBHHUK YJIBIOHYJICS, O€3pa3InyHO
N0XaB IJIeyamu, 1 nocmorpen Ha Kpuity. — Pa3 koposnea Besiena
€My OTbICKaTh TeOs1, TeOe 32 HUM U MTPUCMATPUBATb.

— Cnymaroce, — KOpoTkO orBeTwiia Kpuua, U pa3roBop Ha
9TOM 3aBEPUIWIICA. DPKEH CMOTpeN YXOAAUIEMY XPaMOBHMKY
BCJIEH, Aymas O TOM, 4YTO BCE MPOILIO JaXe BIIOJOBUHY HE TaK
0(UIIMAIBHO, KaK PACCUMTHIBAT DPK.

— TBoeii ntulie Hyx)Ha ena? — rojgoc Kpuiel oTBiek DpkeHa
OT CBOMX MBbICJIeW. X paMOBHHLIA CTOSJIA PAJIOM M Kacasach Majb-
I[aMu KJ1oBa rpuMopsl. [Ituna Bena cedst Tixo. DpKeH KOraa-To
NpUKa3al, U 3T0 padoTano J0 CUX TOpP.

— HaBepHoe, — 6eccMepTHBIH CIPBITHYJI, — 51 OCTABJIIO €M YTO-
HUOYb.

— ¥V Te0s Be/ib HUYETo HEeT, — JKEeHIIMHA TOCMOTpelia Ha OKpO-
BaBJIEHHYIO OJIek]ly OeccMepTHOro. — AXx, MoHsia. Xortena Obl
B3[JISIHYTh HA 3TO.

DPpKeH UcbITal ctecHeHne. EMy He xoresnoch Ha rmasax Kpu-



16l OTPYOaTh cebe PyKy U CKapMJIMBaTh TPUMOpE. DTOT MPOIIece
Kazajucs OECCMEpPTHOMY B JIOCTAaTOYHOM CTENEHN MHTHMHBIM M
He JIOJDKeH ObUT BBICTABIISATHCS HA TMOKa3, OTHAKO XPAMOBHHIIA HE
coOupasiach YXO/IUTh, a DPKEH He XOTeJl eil yCTynaTb.

— 51 mokopmMITIO e TTo3Ke, — CKaszall OeccMepTHBINA. — Korma Thi
He Oy/ienb CMOTPETb.

— Tol crecHsienbest atoro? — ynuswiack Kpuia. — Ila nagHo
Teoe!

DpKeH U caymarb He xotell. [Ipuka3zas rpumope ocraBarbcs
Ha MeCTe U CHJIETh TUXO, OECCMEPTHBIN TIOMPOCKIT X PAMOBHUILY
pacckasarb eMy 4To 1 Kak. Cyzs 1o peak1ii BOMHOB XpaMa, OH!
NIPUHSLIA TOCTs1, e1Ba 3aBUJIEB OeJible BEHbI Ha €ro Tele.

— V Hac ceifyac oTpIX, — OTBeTHIa OeccmepTHoMy Kpuria. —
Mb1 BBIIBUHEMCSI YTPOM, a TIOKA y HAC eCTh BpeMsl HaOpaThCs
cui. [oviaem, 51 nokaxy tede MecTo, re s OTAbIXAIO.

— Yro 3710 32 MECTO? — DPKEH UMeEJI B BUAY PyUHBI, B KOTOpPbIE
npujieTen.

— OuepenHOE MEPTBOE NOCENIEHUE, — OTMaxHynach Kpua.

— 3pech, 4TO, HUKOTO KpOME Bac HeT?

— 31ech KUIM MOJTypa3yMHblE, — OTBETWJIA XpaMOBHHUIIA. —
Msl coOpaiu uX B OTHOM MecTe W yOWJIM, YTOObl OHM HaM He
MeEIlaIn.

YBuUJEB, Kak MOMEHSIOCH JIULIO OeccMepTHoro, Kpuiia 3acme-
SUIaCh M MPUOOHSIIA I0HOIITY.

— A myuy! — npusnanace Kpuia. — CTpanHo, 4TO Thl TaK O113-
KO BOCIIPUHUMAEIIIb PA3rOBOPHI O CMEePTHU. benas KpoBb TOBOPUT



00 3TOM aOCOJIIOTHO CITIOKOMHO.

— OHna B passl cTapie MeHs, — BBIIOXHYJI DPK.

— Pacckaxu MHe o Hel, — nonpocuia Kpuia. — 4 3Hai0 tak
MaJIo.

— Tsl 3HaeIIIb CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TeOe HY:KHO, — CEPbE3HO OTBE-
THJT DpKeH 1 yopal ¢ cebst pyKy *keHIIUHbL. — KoposeBa ckazana
MHE, YTO Thl 3HAEIb OOJIbIIIE MHOIMX, HO 9TO HE 3HAYMUT, UTO
CTaHy BHIOQJITBIBaTh TeOe Bce MoApsia. Thl TaK M HE OTBETHJIA HA
MOW BOIPOC: 3/1€Ch KTO-HUOY/Ib JKWUJI IO Bac?

— Her, — xonmogHo orBetwiia Kpuna.

— A 4ro HacyeT BaMnupoB U3 OCTpsI, O KOTOPHIX s TeOe ro-
BOpUJI? — DpKeH TpeOoBaTEIbHO MOCMOTpe Ha XpaMoBHuILy. Ta
CMOKOMHO BCTPETHUJIA €r0 B3IJISII.

— 41 yOuna 4eTBepbIX, — OTBETWIIA KCHIMHA, — ThI OBl CJIbI-
1maJj ux Bor. Ho s cauiikoM JoJro Bo3uiaach ¢ HUMH, ITO3TO-
My OCTaJIbHbIe CyMesH cOexaTh. JKaslb, KOHEYHO, HO HUYEro He
T1oj1ieJ1aellb.

DPK CIJIOTHYJI, HE IOHUMAsl, YTO UMEHHO npou3onuio. [1o to-
Hy Kpuiisl TpyHO ObUTO MOHATH MPaBAYy.

— Thi crieranbHO YOUsIa He BceX 7 — OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHIT DPK.

— He BoigymbiBaii, — orBetniia Kpuma. — B mo6om ciyyae, nx
rocrioka M mapa jgouepeit emie xuBbl. CKopee BCero, ux yobioT
JpyrHe.

Dpka oryero-To ciaosa Kpuiisl yerokounu. Eciiu Odenna xu-
Ba, TO OHA eIl UMeeT ITAHCH T00paThCs 10 Oe30MacHOro MecTa.
XOTb OOJBIIMHCTBO €€ T0Yepell MEpTBhI, OHA Be/lb MOXKET BITY-



CTUTh B CBOIO CEMBIO U ApYyrux. Eciu 3axouer, KOHEUHO.

Kpwuia npusena 6eccMepTHOTO K HU3KOMY JOMUKY. BHYTpH
ropes caa0biii oronek. OTKpPBIB JIBePb, KEHIIMHA BITyCTHJIA TO-
CTSl BHYTPb, M1 DPKEH MONaJl B YIOTHYIO KOMHATY, Il Y OTHsl CH-
Jief1a elne ofiHa KeHIuHa. JIMoM oHa Oblia He Tak XOpoIla, HO
BBITTIsIENA Jaxe Mosioxke Kpuiipl. Ee TeMHble BOIOCH CBUCAIH C
JIEBOTO I1JIeYa TOJICTON KOCOM.

— Ipucaxupaiics.

DpK IpoLIET B KOMHATY U ycescs y orHsa. Kpuia npukpsl-
Jla IBepb M 3aHsla MECTO PSAOM C Jpyrod jaeBymikou. Ka-
KOE-TO Bpemsl Bce Tpoe Mouaiu. KeHIIMHBl paccMaTpuBav
O6eccMepTHOro, a DpK Bce OOoJbllie XOTe MONTH MPOTYISIThCS.
[ns17151 HA XpaMOBHUIT U3MEHEHHBIMH I71a3aMU, OECCMEPTHBIN BU-
JieJT MX OYIIY U CKOJIBKO Marm4eckom CWibl B X Tenax. Ilocne
6051 ¢ Kpurieil Ha apeHe, DpKeH MOHsLI, UTO eMy He CJUIIKOM-TO
Y HPaBUTCSI OOIIECTBO CUJIbHBIX JKEHIIIMH, CIOCOOHBIX MOOETUTD
ero. Bcio cBoo ku3Hb DpKeH cuuTai ceds OCOOEHHBIM, HO 3TO
0Ka3aJIoCh 3201y K ICHUEM.

— Pacckaxu Ham 0 TBOel BcTpeue ¢ KOpOJIeBOM, — MOMpPOCHia
Kpura.

DpK B3AOXHYJI, OAYMAJl U PEIIuI, 4TO XyAa He Oyler, ecnu
OH TTOBEJaeT STUM JIIOOOITBITHBIM JTAMaM O €r0 CBUJAHUH C KOPO-
JeBoil ceBepa. Mctopuio Jaxke MOKHO MPUYKPACUTh, YTOOBI BbI-
3BaTh 3aBUCTh. | TaBHOE, HE CIIMIIKOM NIPUBUpPATh, U DPKEH Ha-
yaJl paccKa3blBaTh, HAUYaB C MOMEHTA BCTpeuu ¢ benoil KpoBbio
B XpaMe U 3aKaHYMBAasl UX pacCTaBaHUEM TOC/e CPAKEHUs C Ae-



MOHaMHu B ApOKe.

— MBI HEKOT/1a HE BU/IENM KOPOJIEBY B 0010, — JKEHIIIMHBI TIepe-
DISIHYTCh. — OYeHb XOTeI0Ch Obl OUTHCS C HEl TUIEUOM K IIJIedy.

— Hy, y Bac tenepsp ectb 51, — NouyTuia JpK, U XpaMOBHUIIbI
0e3001IHO PaCCMESITHCh.

— Benast kpoBb ckazana MHe, 4To Thl, Kpuiia, mocsimena 60-
Jiee MHOruXx. Yto 310 3HAYUT?

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO $ 3HaAI0 OOJiee MHOTUX, — HIYTJIMBO OTBE-
TUJIA KEHILIMHA.

— OxX, 1a 9TO ThI! — HAUTPAHHO YIUBWIICA DPKEH.

— JlagHo, — Kpunia nonanack Briepen, OyaITo *kenajia paccka-
3aTh OECCMEPTHOMY TaiiHy. — 3Haelllb oYeMy apMusi KOPOJIeBbI
TaK CUjbHA?

DPK OTpULATENBHO MTOKAyYasl FOJIOBOU.

— Koponepa nmmuno 3Hana JleBy cBeta, — ckazana Kpuua, — u
OHAa JI0 CUX MOp 3HAEeT ee TallHbl U MHOT'OE€ MOKET MOBEAATh. Y
HEKPOMAHTOB Y TEMHBIX KOJIJIyHOB HET JIOCTYMa K TailHaMm [leBbl
CMEpTH, TIOceMy OHH crnabee Hac.

— 41 Buzen, Kak JIErKO BbI B3sUIM LIEJIBIM FOPOJ, — BCIIOMHIJ
DpK. — ITO OBUIO YAVUBUTEIIBHO.

— Tot TemMHBII KOMIYH, 4TO ObLI ¢ TOOOM, — HaroMHMIa Kpu-
11a, — Iie OH cenyac?

— OH IOKUHYJI CTpaHy, — DPKEH YCMEXHYJICS, BCIOMHUB pac-
craBanue ¢ Imopom. — OH cka3zaj, 4To JJIsl HErO 3TO CIIUIIKOM.

JKeHIuHBI yIBIOHYIUCH.

— OH noctynw Myapo, — CKa3zajla TEMHOBOJIOCAsI XpaMOBHU-



11a. — MHorue noruéHyT B CKOPOM BpEMEHH.

— KoporneBa ckazana MHe, 4TO X04eT OOBEIUHUTD JIOAEH, —
SpK B3MISHYJ CepBa Ha OfIHY >KEHIIMHY, IOTOM Ha BTOPYIO, —
Bbl 3HaeTe O ee IJIaHax?

— Hama crpana He OyieT mpoliBeTarh, oKa ee pByT U3HYTPU
BCE KOMY He JIeHb, — oTBeTWIa Kprna. — Bo BpemeHa Boxkaen
JIOIM CTPEMUTEJIBHO TEpsUIM BJIACTh B CBOEH ke CTpaHe, a BCe
OCTaJIbHBIE KaTHO OTPBIBAIU IO KYCKY. YHCYPBI XOTAT OBJIAAETh
MYCTOIIIAMU, UX cOOpaThsl U3 TUIEMEHU BOUTEJIeH 3aXBaTUIIH Jie-
ca, a U3THAaHHUKM KUBYT B ropax. Bce MeHblIle 3eMJM ocTaeTcst
y Hac, y JIIOJEH, HO 3TO B CKOPOM BPEMEHU U3MEHUTCSI.

— VmeHHoO, — npopoikuiia Bropasi XxpaMoBHMIIA. — [Toka Bou-
CKa BOXJEW OXPaHSIOT TOpojia, Mbl OyleM CpaxaTbCs MPOTUB
BpAaroB.

— Bam HecTpamHO? — caM He oHMMas 3a4eM, CIIpOCuI Dp-
KEH.

JKeHIMHBI paccMesTUCh, YeM 3aCTaBWId OECCMEPTHOTO To-
JyBCTBOBATh CeOs IIIYTIO.

— MBI yxe MHOTO pa3 ObIBaJIM 32 4epTol, — oTBeTHIIa Kpuia. —
W kaxaplii pa3 BO3BpaIaIUCh 0OpPaTHO.

— YMuparsb yxe He Tak O0JIbHO, — MepexBaTuia Bropasi, — Mbl
IPUBBIKJIU K 3TOMY.

— W ne mbl ogHu, — 3akoHunna Kpuna. — Cusibl, 4to u3yya-
10T BOMHBI XpaMa, MO3BOJISIIOT HaM BO3BPAILAThCs K KU3HU, ECITU
Hac youTb. Ham HecTpaiiHa cMepTh, 6eccmepTHBIN. Eciiu ThI me-
pecuuTaeIb MaroB, YTo ceiiuac HaXOOATCS 371eCh, TO YOeAHIIIb-



Csl, YTO MbI HE TIOTEPSIM HUKOTO 32 BPEMSI HAIIIUX CPaKEHUN.

DpKeH He Hamencsd ¢ oTBeToM. OT XpamMOBHHMI] MCXOQWIIA
HEToKoJieOuMasi yBEpEHHOCTh B CBOMX CHJIaX M B KopojieBe. Mx
NepenoyHAIa HepylMasi Bepa B TO, YTO OHH [OCTYMAIOT BEPHO.
BeccmepTHBIN HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO XPAMOBHUKM YHUUTOKAT BCE,
41O TMonajercs uMm Ha nytu. He Oyner nomansl Hukomy. Enua-
CTBEHHOE, B UYeM DPK He ObLT YyBEpEH, TaK 3TO B TOM, UTO OydeT
nainpiie. CTpaHa OUMCTUTCS, Y JIIOAU 32KUBYT CYACTIIMBO WU HE
Oy/IeT HUKAKOTO CYACThs, a JIUIIb BEUHOE IJIaMsI CBATON BOMHBI?

OcTarok HOYM DpKEH MPOBEN B OAUHOYECTBE. KEHILMHBI
VI Ha AEKYPCTBO, OCTaBUB OECCMEPTHOTO OJHOTO B XOJOJ-
HoM Jtome. Ho xoson He Tporaji 6eccMepTHOro. DpK Jake YCHYI
Ha YaCOK, ¥ EMY CHWIKCH MbUIAIOLIIE TOPOAA, U Kap, UCXOISIIUN
OT HUMX, PacTalUIMBaJI CHET JI0 YepHOM 3eMJM. U Tak Jo camoro
TOPU30HTA.

DpKeHa pazOyauu, 4yeMy OH ObLT OueHb yauBiieH. Heyxenu
3a CTOJIb HEOOMBIIIOE BpeMsl OH Hayuwics 3aceinarh? Ecim Tak,
3TO BECbMa MOJIE3HOE YMEeHHE. beccMepTHBIN 1ake HE 3aMETHII,
Kak nponuio BpeMsi. OH mpoCTO BbINAT U3 PEAILHOCTH, JIUIIIUB
ceOs1 0KUIaHUN paccBeTa. ITO MOHPABUIIOCH DPKY, XOTh BO CHE
OH, BEPOSITHO, Y OBUT ySI3BUM.

— Ham nopa, — ckazana Kpuna. — Mbl uaem Ha 1or, K Hameu
CIEAYIOIIEH LIEH.

— A 410 Tam, Ha 1re? — crpocui IpK, OTHUMASACH.

— Ham cnenyroiuii NpoTUBHUK, — MIOXKaJja MJe4yamMu X paMoB-
HULIA.



— Kto nmMeHHO? — GeccMepTHBIN BHIITIET Ha YIUILY, Te UX yKe
KA OCTaJIbHBIC.

— He Bce s paBHO? — Kpuua paBHOLYIIHO mOCMOTpesia
Ha HM3KHE JI0Ma CKBO3b CEpbIll YTPEHHUH Bo3ayX. Ee cocenka
1o JioMy yibIOHYyack OeccmeptHoMy. Ha yimiie cobupanuch u
OCTaJIbHbIE XPaMOBHUKH. BOMCKO rOTOBUJIOCH TTIOKUHYTh TOPO/I,
Y JKEHILMHBI 3aHSJIM MECTO B 3TOM CTPOIO.

K Dpky nopoinen XxpaMoBHUK ¢ OOPOAO, KOTOPBI BCTPETHT
€ro IocJjie MPUOBITHS.

— Ipk, BepHo? A 'amepuk.

Dpk KuBHYI. BOICKO XpaMOBHUKOB TPOHYJIOCH B MYTh.

— 51 ObI xOTe, YTOOBI ThI MOTHSJICS HA CBOEH NTHUILIE B BO3IYX
Y pa3BelblBaJI 7151 HAC Iy Th, — cKaszall ['amepuk. — CripaBuiibes ?

— [a, — TBepao orBeTrs DpKeH. 3aganre ['ameprka Ka3anoch
BeCbMa cepbe3HbIM. HaxoauTbes Briepey U pa3BeAblBaTh MyTh.
bnaro, y Dpka ObUTH AJ1s1 9TOrO Bce HEOOXOIUMbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH,
Y OH NOCHEIINI K TPUMOpE.

[Ttuna oxupana Dpka TaM ke, TIe OH ee OcTaBul. YOenus-
IIKUCh, YTO BOKPYT OOJIbIIIE HUKOTO, OECCMEPTHBIN MPU3BAIT KO-
Cy, 3aCy4UJI pyKaB CBOeil pyOaxu u OoTcek cede pyKy, Mmocie 4ye-
r0 CKOPMUJI €e TprUMope. DK MolMan ceds Ha MBICIH, YTO CO
CTOPOHBI 9TO CMOTPENIOCh OBl CTPAHHO WJIM Jake XKYTKO, HO BCE
Bpoyie yuu. Ecim tonpko Kpuiia TalikoMm He BepHYJIach, YTOOBI
TIOIJ1a3€Th, B YeM OeCCMEpTHBIN COMHEBAJICS.

3aKOHYMB C KOPMEXKOH, DPKEeH oce[ial NTULly U B3JETel.
OH MurOM 0OOTHAJI MENUX XPAMOBHUKOB U YJIETE IaJIeKO BIIe-



pen ot Hux. JIumib OYyTHBIIUCH B HeOe, OECCMEPTHBIN MOHSLI,
YTO Ha CAaMOM JIeJIE HE 3HAET, KaK MPAaBUJIbHO PA3BEIBIBATH MECT-
HOCTb TIepe]] UIYIIUM 32 TOOOW BOWCKOM. XOTs Obl, HACKOJIBKO
Janeko HyxkHo yaanutkesi? [TogymaB HeMHOro 06 3ToM, DpK pe-
IIAJT TIPOCTO JIETETh BIIEPE/ TIOKa He HaWAeT YTO-HUOYAb CTOsI-
1Iee BO3BpaIleHrst 00paTHO. X PAMOBHUKH JOCTATOYHO CHJTBHBI,
YTOOBI CITPABUTHLCS C HEMPUATHOCTSIMU, & €CJTU KTO-TO U3 HUX U
NOrUOHET, TO 3TO HUYYTh HE CTPAIIHO, Belb CMEPTh ISl ITUX
peosT, MoXOke, He TaK YK M CTpalllHa.

beccmeprHOro noceruna MbICIb O TOM, KyZla KaTHUTCS 3TOT
MUP ¥ 4TO OYyZIeT, €CIIM KOJIOBCTBO CTAHET CTPEMUTETBHO Pa3BH-
BaThCs1? X paMOBHUKHM YK€ JOCTAaTOYHO MOTYILIECTBEHHBI, 4 €CJIU
OHU MOOEISIT CBOMX BPAaroB ¥ CMOTYT CIIOKOWHO Pa3BUBATh CBOU
HaBBIKU TOJ1 IPUCMOTPOM KOPOJIEBbI, TO KAKUX TOTJa BHICOT OHU
cymeror goctiub? Tak HemasieKo U A0 TOro, YTOObI CTaTh OMac-
Hee OeCCMEpTHBIX.

DpkeH 00epHyIIcs, YOeKIasiCh, UTO OTOPBAJICS OT BOWCKA J0-
CTaTOYHO AAJIEKO. B ronoBy I0HOIIM NMPOHUK €I1e OJUH BOIPOC:
no4yeMy eMy BOT TaK JIETKO JOBEPUJIM, Ka3aloch Obl, CEPhe3HOE
3aganue? Pa3Be pa3Beqkoil HE JONKEH 3aHMMAThCS TOT, KOMY
JoBepselb? DpK NpU3aayMaICs, Ulla MOABOXH, HO HA yM MpHU-
IIUIO JIMIIIb TO, YTO XPAMOBHHKH JIOBEPSIIOT CBOEN KOpOJieBe, 1
pa3 OHa Mpuciaia UM MOMOILb B JIULE MOJIOIOrO OECCMEPTHOTO,
3HAYUT U UM CTOUT NpUHATH ero. CKopee BCero, 3To U Ipasja
TaK, HO DPK Takke IMoJ03PEBaJ, YTO HE OH OJJUH UCTIOJHSET POJIb
pa3BeIuYMKa.



I'maBa 2

Kakoe-To Bpems1 6eccMepTHBIH JieTesl B a0COMOTHOM CIIOKOM-
ctBum. ['puMopa TIaBHO paccekasa BO3IyX Ha HU3KOUW BBICOTE,
9TOOBI JIyUIlle BUIETOCH IPOUCXOoAsIIee BHU3Y. Ecim, KoHeuHo,
YTO-TO BOOOIIIE Oy/IeT Kora-HUuOYIb MPOUCXOIUTh. DPK HaIesI-
Cs1, YTO B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU OH YTO-TO 3aMETHUT, U €r0 HaJIeXkIbl
OKa3aJIMCh HEHATIPACHBIMHU.

BTopoe 3peHmne GeccMepTHOTO 3aCeKJIO CIIEIBbl IyKOUM SHep-
TH, COBCEM CJIadble, OCTATOYHbIE U TIOUYTH UCTIAPUBIIINECS, OTHA-
KO OHHU CTOWJIM TOTO, YTOOBI pacCMOTpeTh ux Omke. beccmept-
HBII TIPUKA3aJl TPUMOPE CHUKATHCS, U MITUIIA IIPU3EMIIAIIACH Psi-
JIOM C HY’)KHBIM MECTOM.

CriemuBImMch, pK MPOCIeAOBaT K HHTEPECYOIIeMY ero Me-
CTYy Y 3aMeTHJI CKOILJICHHE UyXoe SHepruu. Ero ucTouHuKOM OblI-
JIM JparolieHHble Oychl. YKpallleHue SIBHO KEHCKOe, U SIBHO He
npuHaiexaniee ceBepsHke. JKenmuasl CeBepa, BIpodeM, Kak
Y MY)KYHMHBI, TIPE3UPAIOT POCKOIIb U HE HOCAT YKpaIlleHHs], ITPaB-
JIa, OHU MOTYT XPaHUTh KX, YTOOBI YTO-JIMOO OIIATUTh. MOKHO
ObLIO OBl TIOAYMaTh M TaK, HO DPKEH 3HAJI, KOMY MPUHAJIeKAT
Oychl. VIX OKyThIBaJia SHEPrust BaMIUpa.

[ToBepTeB AParolieHHOCTh B MabIax, DPK MOHT, uTo Oder-
Jla ¥ ee OCTaBIIMeCcs B JKUBBIX JOYEPH YU 3TUM ImyTeM. OHu
WJIyT HA 10T, K TopaM. XOTST JIU OHU cOeXaTh U3 CTPaHbI W Y
HUIX UHBIE LIEJ? DPKEH CUATAJ ITO NIIYNbIM COBIaIeHUEM. Xpa-



MOBHMKH Be€/lb MPHIIUIM C CEBEPA, CTAJIO OBITh, JIOTUYHO OyzeT
CUMTATh, YTO OHU OYIYT MPOBUTATHCS JAJIbIIE HA IOT B TIOUCKE
HOBBIX BparoB. Bepusiil 11 Odenna BoiOpana myts? YiTH € myTH
XPaMOBHUKOB ObUIO OBl ITPaBUJIbHEE, BOT TOJBKO BOMHBI Xpama
HACTYNAIOT HE OJHUM BOMCKOM, a HECKOJIbKMMHU. Pa3muHeniscs
C OJJHUM, HaTKHelIbcs Ha aApyroe. Ecnu gymarh ¢ 3TOi CTOPOHBI,
Odperta u3bpasia BEpHYIO TaKTHUKY, a BOT DpK MpU3agyMacs,
CTOMT JIM JIOTOHATH ee. Eciu TonbKo Mpeaynpeaurs, 4ToOsl Ho-
TOPOMNMJIACK.

PemmB Tak ¥ MOCTYNUTh, OECCMEPTHBIN OCEIIAT TPUMOPY H
NIPOAOJIKIII TToJIeT. JIeTen JoCTaTOYHO HU3KO, YTOOB pa3iiMyarh
caepl BaMnupoB. OHM TOYHO He OYIyT pajibl ero BUAETh, HO DpK
IIPOCTO XOTEJ MOTOPOINUTh UX, XOTh M1 COMHEBAJICS, YTO UM 3TO
HykHO. Korna Te1 6€XuIllb OT CMEpTH, TO 1 0e3 UyKUX COIUIeH
3Haelllb, 4To Tebe HeoOXOaMMO MolIeBenrBaThes. OqHako dp-
KEH Bce paBHO xortes jgorHate Odgesuty. BeposarHo, npuunHoOn
3TOMY OBLIIO YyBCTBO BUHBI epe Hell. beccMepTHBIi XoTes uTo-
TO CIeJaTh, HO HE 3HaJ, YTO UMEHHO, a KOIJa He 3Haelllb, Kak
NOCTYIUTh, MOKEIIb HaYaTh JIeJ1aTh JIIOOYIO [TyOCTb.

Crnenyromieil HaXOIKON 6€CCMEPTHOTO CTajl BO3BBIIIAIOIIUI-
Cs1 HaJ CHEKHOM IMYyCTOIIBIO JIeASTHOU rosneM. J[oBOJIbHO Hema-
JIEHbKUI, POCTOM KakK J/IB€ T'OPOACKUE CTEHbl, ITOT MPUPOIHbII
MOHCTP IPOCTO CTOsLI, TOA0OHO rope. Ero ronosa nmoBepHyTa Ha
1or, OyTO OH 4TO-TO BhICMATpuBaj. M3peaka dydoBUIIIE TSKEIO
MOBOPAYMBAJIOCh, YTOOBI OCMOTPETh MECTHOCTD C JIPYTOi CTOPO-
HBL. DTOT yBaJIeHb MOT Obl JaXe TMOKAa3aThCsl CMEITHBIM B CBOEH



MEJIUTEIBHOCTH, HO DPKEH BU/IEN T0JIEMOB B JIeJIe U 3HA, KO-
IJ1a JIEJIO JIOXOIUT JIO UCTPEOJIeHU I )KUBBIX, ITH CYIIIECTBAa MOTYT
JEMOHCTPUPOBATh HEIOKMHHOE MIPOBOPCTBO.

Jns1 GeccMepTHOro rojieM He MpeacTaBisil yrpo3bl. Tem 0o-
Jiee, 11 JIETSAIIEro BEPXOM Ha TpUMOpe. DPKeH MPOCTO MpPUKa-
3aJ1 [ITUIIE TIOAHSITHCS Uy Th MOBBIIIIE U IIPOJIETENT aKKYPaT HaJl ro-
JIOBOM MOHCTpa. ['osiem 3ameTus1 ero, MOBEPHYJI TOJOBY M MPO-
Clleu1 KyTKUM B3IJISIIOM, HO Ha OoJibliee ObLT HE CHOCOOEH.
['osileM MOXeT Jierko JIOrHaTh YeJIOBEKa, HO TOJIbKO He ntully. Ha
NoI00HOE JIe/IsTHbIe TUTAHThI He CIIOCOOHBI M XOPOIIIO, YTO MPH-
pola He HaJe/uIa UX TaKUMHU TaJlaHTaMK. DTO ObUIO Obl OUCHb
’KECTOKO C €€ CTOPOHBI.

[TponereB ronema, 6GecCMEPTHBIN MOAYMal BEPHYTHCS K Xpa-
MOBHHKAM U JIOJIOXUTh O HeM. By/ib Ha UX MecTe MPOCThIE COJ-
JIaThl, TO OH TOJIeTe)1 Obl 0OPATHO, HO JIJIS XpPAMOBHHUKOB TOJIEM,
CKOpee Bcero, He onaceH. OHM 3aMeTAT ero caMu U yCIEeIoT MPU-
JyMaTb, YTO C HUM JI€JIaTh. DPKEH ke Pellu JIETETh Jalblile.

Odgemia coBepIIEeHHO TOYHO CyMeNa MPOUTH MUMO TOJIeMa.
JlenstHbie MOHCTpPBI pearupyioT Ha UCIyCKaeMOoe KUBBIMH TEILIO,
a BaMITUPbI XOJIOAHBI OY/ITO TPYIbL, Tak 4TO AJ1s1 roiema Oderia
U €€ JJOUKHU SIBHO He MPEICTABIISIIOT UHTEpeca.

CrtpanHoe [1e510, BAPYT 3aayMalicsi DPK, Bellb TOJIeMbl UMEIOT
peryTaIuio KpaHe OMaCHbBIX CO3/IaHUI MPUPOJIbI, HO, ECJIU JTIOIN
HAuHYT M3y4aTh KOJJAOBCTBO U MPEYCEeBATh B TOM, OHU CYMEIOT
HE TOJILKO He OOATCS TOJIEMOB, HO U IOMUUHSATH UX. YeM uepT He
IIyTUT, OBITh MOXET B OyAyIlIeM MapoYka KOJTIYHOB CMOXKET Jia-



K€ OCTAaHOBUTD cBoeit cuJioi JleasiHyto Oypio. Dpk orpeeseHHO
B3IJISTHYI OBl Ha 3TO.

Jlanexko Briepead OOPUCOBBIBAIMCH OYEPTAHUS MOCEJIEHUSI.
Haxe nznaneka ObUIO SICHO, 3TO OYeHb HeOoMbIIoN ropoa. Cko-
pee naxe (opT UK KPerocTh. DTO MOATBEPIUIOCH, Koraa Oec-
cMepTHBIN nofyietesn Oomke. CTeHbl KBaApaToM, YEThIpe J030p-
Hble OallTHU ¥ OJHA BOPOTa, CMOTpsIIIKE Ha ceBep. SIBHO opT, B
KOTOPOM JIOJI’KHBI ObLITM pa3MeIaThcsl BOMCKA, HO DPKEeH HUKO-
ro TOKa He BUJIeN, 1a U TPYJHO ObUIO C OOJIBIIIOTO pacCTOSTHUS
OIPE/IEIUTh COCTOSIHME BHYTPEHHHMX CTpoeHMid. B omHOM Oec-
CMEpPTHBIN ObLTT YBepeH — 3TOT (POPT HE MyCTyeT. DpKeHy BOOO-
111e Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAHHbIM, YTO HEKPOMAHTHI M TEMHBIE KOJITyHbI HE
pUOMPAIOT K pyKaM BCe, UTO pacrioyiaraetcst 6113 UX ropofoB.
CTpaHHBIM Ka3aJI0Ch OECCMEPTHOMY U TO, YTO OH BCTPETHIICS C
XpaMOBHUKAMH B ITyCTOM mocesieHnu. [1yctoe jiu oHO ObLI0, Win
€My MPOCTO TaK CKazau?

Ha nopiere k ¢ropty GeCCMEpTHBIN 3aMETHIT B BO3/IyXe Yep-
HbIX NTUL. OHM JIeTa/IM HA OTAAJIEHUH OT 3alllUTHBIX CTEH, U Y
Opka He ObLJI0O COMHEHHMI B TOM, YTO OHU BBICMATPUBAIOT Ha-
pymuteneii. OHY 3TH NTUIBI YK€ MOIJIM 3alIPOCTO BbIIATh Ha-
Jyue BHYTpH (pOpTa TEMHBIX KOJIYHOB. DPKEHY 3TO Ka3ajaoch
IPOSIBJIEHMEM HEOCTOPOXKHOCTH, BEb OH TaK JIETKO 3aMETHJI UX
¥ Bce MOHSUI. BO3MOXkHO, ¢ 3eMITH, ¢ OOJIBIIOrO PacCTOSHHMS, Ja
U JIJIS1 4eJIOBEUYECKOTO I71a3a 3aMETUTh MaJIeHbKUX YePHBIX MTH-
4ek B pasbl Tskenee? OO 3Tom DpKeH cpa3y u He nogymant. Ko-
I71a THI 00JTaAaelllb, HapHUMep, OCTPBIM 3peHUEM, TeOe HauMHAEeT



Ka3aTbCsl, YTO U BCE BOKPYT BUIAT TaK ke MPEBOCXOAHO.

DpKeH BUjIe HA KAaKOH BBICOTE KPYXKAT MNTHIIbL, KaK YBUAET
OH W TO, YTO OHM BC€ KakK MO KOMAaHJE Havajlu CHIXATbCs U
HIYCTPO CKPBUTUCH U3 BUY. [lono3penus: 6eccMepTHOro orpaB-
Janmuck. [Ituipl 3ameTim yyxaka v ckpbuiace. Ckopee Bcero,
B OcTpe ObUIO TO ke camoe. beccMepTHBIX 3aMeTHJIH ellie KOra
OHU TOJIBKO MTPUOJINKAIIUCH, a TIOCIIE ITULIBI PU3EMJTHIINCH, U HU
Opk, Hu Papkioy ux He 3ameruin. Ceituac cutyanus sBHO Obl-
Jia Apyroil. DpKeH 3aMeTHI1 MTHLL, a ITUILBI 3aMeTuu ero. U, uto
caMmoe BaKHOE, OHU CyMeJM Pa3IMuuTh UMEHHO DpKeHa, MHaue
KaKOU CMBICIT UM MIPSATAThCSI OT MPOCTOM rpuMopbl? OjiHaKo Oec-
CMEepTHBIN He ObLT HaMepeH cBopaunBath. Criebl BAMITUPOB Be-
JIM1 UMEHHO B 3TOT (POPT, ¥ 3HAUUT TyAa DPK U HAITPABUTCSI.

[Monnerep eme Ovke, OECCMEPTHBIN TOIIEST HA CHUKEHUE.
DpK ObLT TOTOB K TOMY, YTO €r0O MOMBITAIOTCS COUTh, OTHAKO HU-
KTO HE MPEeANPUHST HUKAKUX MOMBITOK caenars 310. Ha no3op-
HBIX OalTHAX OECCMEPTHBIN CyMeJT 3aMETUTh HEKUTh, HO HE CMOT
Pa3IUuUTh YEM OHA BOOPY:KEHA.

Opk cen nocpeau ¢Gopra, KOTOPHIM ¢ BUY MOI MOKa3aThCs
nycThIM. DTOT 3¢ppeKT co3aaBacs Onaronapst HEXKUTH, KOTOpas,
B OTJIMYME OT MPOCTHIX JIOEH, MOIJIA 3aTAUTHCS U CUJIETh HETO-
JBUKHO CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO JUIUTCSl Bpemsi. beccMepTHBIi He co-
MHEBAJICS, YTO OXPaHHUKHU (DOPTA HAMAYT HA HETO, ECJTU MOCTY-
UT KoMaHaa. Bot Tosbko noctynur iu?

DpkeH ocMoTpencs. HeCKoabKo BHYTPEHHHUX TOCTPOEK U LIEH-
TpanbHas OamHs. Bee kazanock OporenasiM. HexuTs Ha Garn-



HsIX BeJia ceOsl OTUYXkKJEHHO, HO BOCCTABIIMX TPYIOB OeccMepT-
HBII YK TOYHO He oracascs. JIIoOOmbTHO OO, KTO 371eCh IJ1aB-
HbIA. [0 BOKpYT, DpK Ja)ke MOIyMall, 4TO B ITPOLIOM I1OCe-
JIEHUU TOXe OblJIa HEXKUTh, HO XPAMOBHUKHU BCEX MPUKOHYMIIM.
3710 ObUIO OBl JIOTUYHO, YeM MPOCTO MYCThIE PYUHBI HA TEPPH-
TOopun HeKpoMaHTOB. PynHbl Ha CeBepe BooOIIIe He ObIBAIOT ITy-
cteivu. YTo-TOo Kpuia siBHO He oroBapuBaer, HO celdyac DpK
HE XOTeJ Pa3MbIIIUISITh O MUHYBIIIEM.

BeccmepTHBIN criemucs, 3aMEeTUB, Kak U3 IIEHTPAJIbHOM T10-
CTPOMKH €My HABCTPEYY BBIILIE XyHOM, HO BBICOKUI YEJIOBEK B
COIIPOBOX/IEHUU ellle Oosiee BBICOKOro yHcypa. [lomypasymHblid
SIBHO BBITVISI/IEN HE3IOPOBBIM, IOTOMY UTO ObLIT MOMPOCTY MEPTB.
Ciyra-HeXuTbh, CKOpee BCEro, CITYKII TEIOXPAHUTENIEM Y MECT-
HOro xo3sinHa. Ha B3risig 6eccMepTHOTO, My K HeMy 4eJio-
BEK SIBHO HE MPEICTaBIIsT COOOH CIMIIKOM Y MHOro. Hekpo-
MaHT XOTb W JIepXkajcs HaJMEHHO, IbITasiCb CMOTPETh CBEPXY
BHU3 Ha BCE BOKPYT, OAHAKO DPKEH He ObLI BIieUaTsieH Mmojgo0-
HBIM TIOBefieHneM. [loBeneHre oHO BOOOIEe CO3JaeT JHIIb BH-
auMocTb. Eciti xouemb Ka3aThest OMacHbIM, Oy/Ib TAKOBBIM, a HE
nyrail OKpy:KaloluX TsKEJIBIMU B3IJISIIAMHU.

Ckomnb3HYB B3[JISIOM IO OalllHe, OTKy/a BBIIIEN HEKPOMAHT,
OeccMepTHBIN ycrien 3aMeTuTh B okHe Oderuty. Bammupina mo-
HSUJIa, YTO €€ YBUICIH U He TBITAach CIpATaThCs. Bo3mymiHbIi
NIOLIeNTYH B 9TOT pa3 OHa MOChUIaTh He cTajia. beccMepTHbIN CBO-
UM BTOPBIM 3PEHHEM 3aMETWJI, YTO TOCIIOXa He 370pPOBa, BO3-
MOXHO paHeHa.



DpKeH MOCMOTpEIT Ha MOAOMIEAIIEro K HEMY YeJIOBeKa U Io-
JyMaJl, 4TO TOT SIBHO 3HAET KTO MEpe] HUM.

— Thbl He MpUKa3bIBaCIllb CBOMM CJyraM yOUTh MEHS, TOTOMY
YTO 3Haelllb, YTO OHU HE CYMEIOT, — CXO/y 3as1BUJI DPKEH.

HekpomaHT KOPOTKO paccMesiyicsl M KUBHYJL.

— Beccmeprue oTKpbiBaeT MHOTHE JIBEPH, — OTBETHII OH TPY-
OBbIM TSIKEJIBIM TOHOM, CBOMCTBEHHBIM MHOTHX MY>kurHam CeBe-
pa.

— He Gowmriibcst BOT Tak BeTpeyars He3HakoMIleB? — Cripocuit
DpkeH 0e3 MaerIIero KeaaHus ClpoOBOIMPOBATh HEKPOMAHTA.

— ¥V MeHs HeT ccop ¢ OECCMEPTHBIMH, — Pa3Besl pyKaMHu My K-
YKHA, OIHAKO DPK BUE, KaK TeueT SHeprus B ero tesne. Hekpo-
MaHT MpeObIBaJI B TOTOBHOCTH MPUMEHSITH KOJIZIOBCTBO, HO OH HE
MIOZI03pEBaJI, YTO OECCMEPTHBIA MOXKET BUAETh TIOJOOHOE.

Ho ObITh rOTOBBIM IPUMEHUTH KOJIAOBCTBO — 3TO HE TO ke ca-
MO€, 4TO IPUMEHUTH ero. XOTb DPKEH Ternepb U TOKeH ObL,
10 BCEW BUIMMOCTH, CPAXKaThCsl IPOTUB HEKPOMAHTOB, eMy Obl-
JI0 TSDKEJIO 3aCTaBHUTh ceOs MPOCTO B3SITh M YOUTh KOTO-TO, KTO
HUYEro JJMYHO eMy He caesiajl. MoxXeT 3T0 BpeMeHHO, a MOKET U
HeT. KTo 3HaeT, HO DpKeH He MepekuBajl 1o 3ToMy MOBOY.

— Kora mou ntuisl oOHapyxuim tebsi, s pacckasai CBoen
TOCTbE O MPUONMMKEHUN CTPAHHOTO OETOBOJIOCOTO IOHOIIN Bep-
XOM Ha NTUIIE, — HEKPOMAHT ycMexHyiicsl, — Ogeria yauBuiach,
nocJie yero oopaaoBaiach U pacckasaia MHe o Tebe.

— Bor kak, — otBeTHI DPK, IPUKMHYB, YTO BAMIIMPILIA HE 3HA-
€T 0 TOM, 4TO OECCMEPTHBIN Tereph Ha CTOPOHE KOPOJIeBHl. BhI-



Ouparh CTOpPOHY, Ha CAMOM JIeJie, TsKelee, YeM MHOTHE JyMaloT.
DpKeH NoayMat 00 TOM U TIPUIIIEN K BHIBOLY, UTO, BHIOMPAst Of1-
HO, Thl OTBOpPAUMBAEIIbCs OT BCEr0 OCTalIbHOrO. beccmepTHbie,
CpakalolIMecs 3a pUJaH, BEPOSITHO CHIIbHO OIpPaHUYMBAIIU Ce-
0s1. JII0OOIBITHO, OHM CaMU 3TO ITOHUMAJIN?

— I'oBopwIib, oHa 00pagoBasiach? — MEPECIIPOCHIT OecCMepT-
HBIU.

— Ona ckazaiia, Ocrpa naja, — Mpa4yHo OTBETUJ HEKPOMAHT. —
Ee panunm nipu OerctBe, ¥ OHa B HeXopolneM cocTtossHud. Ei
HYXHa KPOBb, UTOOBI 3aJICUUTh PaHbl, HO MOsI, KaK OHA BbIPA3H-
Jlach, UCTIOPYEHHAS KUK, e He moaonaeT. Thl IBUJICS KpaiiHe
BOBpEMSI.

— A THI He OOMIIILCS, YTO XPAMOBHUKH MPUKOHYAT TeOs1? —
cripocut 6eccMepTHBIH. — Thl BeIb MOXKEIIb OKa3aThCsl y HUX Ha
My TH.

— Thl ipusnieTen ¢ ceBepa, — OTBETHI MyKuMHA. — Thl Bujen
ux? Kyna uger ux Boucko?

— Ha 1or, xyzna xe emnie, — 4eCTHO OTBETHJI DPKEH, MTOAYMasB,
9TO 3TO OBLI, CKOpEe, MPOBEPOYHBIN BOIPOC.

— Th1, ciyyaiiHo, He MpoJieTas Hall HeOOMbIIMMU pyuHaMu ? —
Kak Obl HeB3HAYAH CITPOCKJT HEKPOMAaHT. YHCYpa-TeJOXpaHuTeIs
CTPaHHO Tiepe/IEPHYII0, OYATO pa3yM BHYTPHU €ro MEpTBOTO Tejia
Ha MTHOBEHHE OCO3HAJ CBOE TMOJIOKEHHE.

— 4 Buzen pyuHsl, — OTBETHJI OECCMEPTHBIN, — HO 51 HE 3aMe-
TWJI B HUX HUYEro HeoOBIYHOTO. §] jieTesn Ha OOJBIION BBICOTE U
He ObLT HAMEPEH CHIKAThCS.



— JlagHo, — ynbIOHYJCSI HeKpoMaHT. — [ToliaeM, st poBOXY Te-
051 K Bammupie. [loMoxeIsb el BBUICUUThCS, U IyCTh OHA MPO-
BaJIMBaeT OTCIONA.

DPKeH NOoMIeN CIeJ0M 3a X035 IMHOM (opra.

— Tak mouyemy THI Bce elnie 371ech? — He TIOHMMaJl OeccMepT-
HbIIA. — Pa3Be Thl HE TOIKEH yxe cOexaTb Kyna-HuOyab?

— VY MeHs npuKa3 HeCTH 3/1eCh J1030p, — OTMaxHYJICs HEKPO-
MaHT.

—IIpukaz? — Bo3myTuiicst DpkeH. — Thl MOrMOHeIIIb, ECITU Xpa-
MOBHHKH TOJIOWAYT IOCTaTOUHO OJIU3KO.

— Muio, 4To THI GECTIOKOUIIIBLCSE 000 MHE, I0HOIIA, — TTOCMe-
SICA HEKPOMAHT, — HO B MUPE TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB HEMIOBUHOBE-
HHE HeceT 3a cO00i MOCNIE/ICTBUSI TSIKENIee CMEPTH.

DpKy MOKa3al10Ch, OH paccibllliall B TOJI0CE HEKPOMAaHTa XO-
poro nogasisiemyio 3100y. Her, He Ha GeccmepTHOro, a, CKO-
pee, Ha CBOMX rocrofi, Kotopbie nogo0Ho VBnucy, pazopachiBa-
I0TCSI CBOMMU TOJIJTAHHBIMU, Oy/TO 00BbeikaMu co crosa. CTpaH-
HO, YTO JIIOAX BOOOIIIE TEPITST MoI00HOE HeYBakeHHe K cede. Pa-
Iu 4yero Bce 3T0? beccMepTHBIN HE MOHMMAT, YTO MOKET 3acTa-
BUTb YeJIOBEKa MO3BOJISITh OTHOCUTHLCS K cede Kak K pady, ¢ KO-
TOPBIM MOKHO JIeJIaTh BCe, UTo fayIiie yrogHo. Ho cnpammBath 06
9TO DPKEH He CTajl. beccMepTHBIM cuMTa, 4YTO HEKPOMAHT BCe
PaBHO He CTaHeT U3uBath ayury. [laxe nepen OecCMEPTHBIM.

— Tl CTpaHHO BBINVISAMIIB, KCTATH, — IPOM3HEC HEKPOMAHT,
KOI/1a OHU NOIHUMAJIMCh 10 U3BUJIMCTOM JIECTHUIIE HA HYKHBIN
ITAK.



DpKeHy He BEpUJIOCh, YTO MY KUMHA 3aMETHII €ro Oesibie BEeHbI
TOJBKO cernyac. Ckopee BCero, HEKPOMaHT CIiepBa cam IbITal-
Cs1 MBICJIEHHO OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT BOIPOC, HO, BUANMO, TIOTEepIeN
(pnacko. Eme ogHo 3ambiciioBaroe cioBo u3 kHUr Mimopa. Kto
BOOOIIE MPUIYMBIBAET BCE STH CJIOBA U 3aU€M HYKHO CTOJIBKO
CJIOB, 0003HAYAIOIIMX OTHO H TO Xe?

— Co MHO# Bce B MOpsIZIKE, — MPOCTO OTBETHIT OECCMEPTHBIH,
pElLUB HE B/IaBaThCS B IETAJIN. DTHU JETAJIN SIBHO HE TOHPABATCS
XO3SIMHY 3TOr0 MECTa.

HexpoMaHT OTBOpHII HYKHYIO ABEPb, U DPKEH BOIIEN B KOM-
Hary, rie ero oxuaaina Ogeia BMecTe ¢ TpeMsl CBOMMU J04Ye-
psamu. [leByiku He ObUTH pajibl OECCMEPTHOMY KaK KOTAa-TO, HO
UX TOCIOXa U MpaBa BbIJIsiIeNa Hexopoulo. B ee xkuBoTe 3u-
s1a KyTKasl AbIpa ¢ MOYepHeBIIUMU Kpasimu. [IpukunyB, Ipk
PEIIII, YTO 3TO CJie/l OT MOMaaHus OeJIod MOJTHUU XPaMOBHHM-
ka. CTpaHHO, 4TO BaMITMpIIIa BOOOIIIE Mepekuia Nofro0Hoe. Jpk
HE JyMaJl, 4YTO BaMIUPbl HACTOJIBKO KUBYUYHE. XOTsI, ITO BCETO
JIVIIT CKBO3HAsI paHa. MOXeT /iJIsi BAMITMPOB MOJJOOHOE HE TaK
YK M CTPAIITHO.

— Hapno xe, — tsoxeno ynsionynace Odenna. — He oxunana
BCTPETUTh TeOsI BHOBB. [ e Jke TBOM JIpy3bsi?

— Hpy3bsi? — ClIpOCHJT HEKPOMAHT.

— Bropoii 6eccMepTHBI M TEMHBIN KOJJIyH, — OTMaXHYJIach
’KEHIIMHA.

— KonnyH meptB, — coBpas DpkeH, paccuutsiBasi, uto Odena
He Bujena Mmopa mocie ero 4yecHOro BOCKpelleHus. — A ¢



dapkIioy HaMm MOKa YTO He MO MyTH.

— OueHb kaJb, — PABHOIYIITHO OTBETUJIA FOCHOXA U TOCMOT-
pesia Ha cBouXx Jodepeil. B rima3ax kaxoi cTosuio HenoaaeaIbHoe
6ecnokoicTBO. — Haim oTHOIIEHUS], HECOMHEHHO, UCTIOPUYEHBI,
OecCMepTHBIN, HO ThI BeJJb HE OTKaKeIllb MHE B IIOMOIIA, YTOOBI
s CMOIJIa TTPOJOJIKUTD CBOE YHU3UTEIbHOE OErcTBO?

DpKeH TOAOIIIeN, M0 MyTH B3MJISHYB B OKHO. B HeOe BHOBb
NapyJId YepHbIE NTULBI HEKPOMAHTA, a caM X03s1H (popTa BMe-
CT€ CO CBOMM OXPAaHHUKOM CTOsLT TIO33¥ U HaOmoga1. JpK uc-
MBITAT pa3paxeHust OT MPUCYTCTBUS MOCTOPOHHUX, HO HE MOT
K€ OH MPUKA3aTh 3[IEIIHEMY IJ1aBapio CBAIUTD Ky/a MOJAJIbIIE U
He Memath. Tem Ooliee, YTO STOT HEKPOMAHT BCE PABHO CKOPO
ympert. Ecnuv oH 1 ipaB/ia HamepeBaeTcst OCTaThCs B 3ToM hopTe
70 TIPUXOAA XPAMOBHHUKOB, €r0 Cyab0a MpeapelieHa.

— Thl cTpaHHO BBHINJISIIUIIB, — C TPYOM MPOU3HECTA TOCHO-
*ka. — Yto ¢ TBOMM Tesom?

— Ta xpamoBHMIIA YTO-TO C/IeNana CO MHOMW, — COBpas Oec-
CMEPTHBIN, — IyMal0, 3TO CKOPO MTPOUJET.

Dpk ocraHoBuJIcs psiaom ¢ Odesuton. Ene nouepu noasuHy-
JIKCh, TIPOIYCKasi I0HOIy. beccMepTHBIN MPOTSIHYJ FOCHOXe py-
Ky, HO OHa He cTaJla KycaTrh ee. DpKEeH 3HaJl, YTO CUJIbHOMY BaM-
NPy BOBCE He 00513aTeJIbHO MCIOIL30BATh KJIBIKH JIJISI T TAHUS.
Odpesta Moria BbicachlBaTh KU3HEHHBIE CUJIBI JIa)Ke HA PaccTo-
SIHUM, PUMEPHO TaK *ke, Kak 31o Aesan Mmop.

JKeHImHa Kpermko CTUCHYJA €ro 3arsicThe, U OecCMEepPTHBIN
OLLYTHJI Y YBUEJ, KaK )KU3Hb U3 €ro Tejla MepeTeKkaeT K BaMIup-



mie. 3penuiie, BUACHHOE He BIEpPBbIe, OJIHAKO BHEIITHE BeCchMa
3aBopakuBaroiiee. beccMepTHbI HAOMIOAT 32 CBOEW KU3HEH-
HOW cuJjiou, noromaeMon Odgerion. JHeprus Ipka uMeia HBET
3acoxIleil KpoBH, Kak U ero koca. Ho k aToMy 1iBeTy cran npu-
MEIIUBAThLCA elnle 1 urcTenmii Oenbiit. LiBet benoit kposu. Ipk
HE Ccpa3y 3aMeTHJI, HO SHEPrusi KOpOJIeBbl, NIONAB B TEJIO BaMIIM-
pa, Havyaja pacTd U MHOXMThCS, CIIOBHO Oone3nb. CriepBa Bam-
NMpIIa Pe3KO U3MEHUIIACH B JIUIIE, a MOCIIe ee TeJO CBEJIO OT 00-
. I'ocriozka BcKoumiia, OTTOJIKHYB DpKa, U yrajia JIMLIOM BHU3.
W13 ee rpyam BbIpBaJICS KPUK, IOCJIE YEro €€ IUIOTh BCIIBIXHYA
OeJIbIM OTHEM.

— Tw1 youn mens! — 3aBonmia Odesna, n3BMBasiCh Ha TIONY. —
Tor youn mens!

Ee nouepu obomiienu ot yxaca. OgHa U3 HUX OpOCHIIach K
rocrosxe, Ho 000XKIJIa CBOM PYKH JI0 KOcTel. Jlpyrue Jmiib cMoT-
penu BO BCe IUla3a, Kak yMHpaeT ux Marbh. Bcero 3a HECKOJIBKO
CEeKYH/]I OT HEKOT/1a MPEKPACHOTO TeJia OCTaNIACh JIMIIIb CKPIOUEeH-
Has MovepHeBIas (purypka Ha noiny.

CpaxeHHBII CITyUMBIIUMCS, 0€CCMEPTHBIN MOTATHIICS Ha3a]l.
B ero nuuie ynTanack cusibHelas pactepssHHOCTb. OH SIBHO He
XOTEJI TOTO, YTO CIYUUIIOCh, HO CAETIAHHOTO, OYEBU/IHO, HE BOPO-
T, [lake eci DpKeH NPUMEHHUT CBOIO KPOBb 17151 BOCKpelle-
HMSI TOCTIOXH, OHA BCE PAaBHO He cpadoTaeT. DpK ObUT aOCOMOT-
HO yYBEpEH B 3TOM, [IOTOMY YTO 3TO He OH YOWJI BaMITUPIILY, 3TO
cnenana bemnast KpoBb, KOTOpasi B pa3bl CUIIbHEE MOJIOJIOTO DPKa.

— 4 He xoTen... — 3a4eM-TO MPOOOPMOTaT OECCMEPTHBIM.



Cronb GecrionesHble CI0Ba MPOCTO BBIPBAIMCH Y HETO MPOTHUB
BoiM. Pasymeercs, HUKOMy cefiuac HET HUKAKOro Jiejia o TOro,
YTO OH XOTell, a yero HeT. Cllyunsioch To, YTO CITy4HJIOCH.

Houepu Odesibl B spocTH OpOCHIIMCh MCTUTh 32 T'OCIIOKY.
DpK CTPEMUTENIBHO pa3BEpHYJICS [UIsl Mo0Oera, HO HaTKHYJICS Ha
HEKpOMAaHTa M ero ciyry yHcypa. [ mOpua-HexkuTh HaHeC cTpe-
MUTEJIBHBINA yliap, pa3pbiBas ropyio 6eccmepTHoro. KpoBb XJibl-
HyJIa, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO 3ape3ajd CBUHBIO, HO DpKeHa ObLIO
yXe He yOuTb Takoil paHoi. OHaKO Ha 3TOM HUYEro He 3aKOH-
YUJIOCh.

[Mocne ynapa yHCypa 6€CCMEpPTHBIH Oy THIT POCT KOJIJOBCKOM
SHEPIrum psjioM ¢ codoil. HekpomaHT BEIOpOCHIT BIiepes pyKH, 1
C €ro naJjblieB COpBAJIaCch ThMa, KOTOPasi Oy/ATO JbIXaHUE CMEPTH
MPOIIIa CKBO3b OECCMEPTHOTO, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI YOUTD,
Marusi HeKpOMaHTa MpOCTO UCTapuiiach, a Oesble BEHbl Ha Te-
Jie DpKa 3acusiid, OyATO MO HUM TeKJla He KPOBb, @ UUCTEHIINI
CBET.

— Tel ¢ HUME! — npommnen HEeKpOMaHT, orcTynas. — Tel Ha
ux cropone! Yoeiire ero!

C atMHu BO3ITIacaMM XO34MH (pOpTa BBICKOYMJI IIPOYb, OCTa-
BUB OECCMEPTHOTO HaeJMHE CO CBOMM TEJIOX PAaHUTEJIEM U TPEMsI
pa3bspeHHbIMU BamrnupaMu. PaHa Ha ropne DpkeHa yxe 3ars-
HYJIaCh, HO TUOPU/I-HEKUTH MTPOJOIIKAT KPOMCATh €ro KOI'TsSIMH,
a nouepr OdeIbl MOMOrajii EMy B 9TOM.

BeccmeptHoro orrecHuM K creHe. OH NOYTH HEe OTOMBAICS,
HO HATHCK MPOTHBHUKOB 0cad cam mo cede. KpoBb Geccmepr-



Horo ObL1a noBcioy. Koraa MepTBbIil yHCYp WM BAMITUPIIH Ka-
CaJIUCh €e, UX TUIOTh HAYMHAJIa TOPETh MOJ AeUCTBUeM CHibl be-
JION KPOBH. DPKY MOXKHO ObLIO Obl HIUETO HE JIeJIaTh, TO3BOJIMB
HAaraaBIIuM YOUTh cebsl CaMOCTOSITENIbHO, HO DPKEH MOHUMAT,
YTO Tenepb My He AaYT JIETKO YUTH, a OCTaBaAThCs B 3TOM (hOp-
Te W K/1aTh, KOTJIa Bparam HaJIoecT ero ONTh, OH He HAMEPEH.

Kortu yHCypa-HEXUTH BOH3WIMCh B JKUBOT OECCMEPTHOTrO
¥ TIONOJI3NIM BBEPX, BCHapbiBasi MIOTh. Pyka mepTBOro rudpu-
Jla BCIIBIXHYJIAa M OTBAJIMJIACh, OCTABIIMCH B XKUBOTE JpKa. bec-
CMEPTHBII MTPU3BaJ CBOIO KOCY M OTCEK CITyre HEKPOMaHTa T'oJIo-
By. [ocyie Toro Kak oHa IIyXo CTyKHYJach 00 ToJI, DpKeH B3Max-
HYJI CBOMM OpYKHMEM €l1lle HECKOJIbKO pa3, BbIHYX/1asi BaMITUPIL
OTCTYIMUTb.

Czamu pa3gaiuch MHOXKECTBEHHbIE Iarv. beccMepTHbIit
0oOepHyJICSl BCEro Ha MUT W YBUJIEJ CKBO3b CTEHY SHepreTuye-
CKHE CHUJIY3Thl MOAHUMAIOIIEHCS K HeMy HexuTu. HeGonblmoii
rapHU30H HEKPOMAaHTa SIBUJICSA, YTOOBI 3a/IepXKaTh OECCMEPTHOTO
Bpara.

— C noporu! — DpKkeH HECKOJIbKMMU HENMPUILIETbHBIMU y1apa-
MU oTTecHUI Joueper Odesnibl U BBICKOUMI B OKHO.

Korna cTynHu 10HOIIM 3apbUIACH B CHET OT MaJIeHUsl, OH YBU-
JeJ1 CBOI0 M30[PAHHYI0 HA YaCTU I'PUMOpPY. DPK NpPUKA3AI €U
KaK-TO BeCTH ceOs1 TUXO U He KpU4aTh, MOCeMy MTHUlla noruona
MoJ4a, a ee XO35IMH Jake He 3ameTui1 3toro. K yemy BooOie
BTOpOE 3peHUE, €C/IM Thl HE BHUMATEJIEH, UTO TaK, YTO /JaK.

Bamnupiim Beickoumiy cieoM. B ux HAJIMTBIX KPOBBIO IM1a-



3ax CTOsuIa HeOOOpHMas SAPOCTh, M OECCMEPTHBIN TTOHUMAJT, YTO
OHH OyIyT IpecieoBaTh €ro CTOJIbKO, CKOJBKO CYMEIOT, ¥ HIUTO
He nepeyoeuT ux. JIeByIKy gaxe 0ToOpai Opyxue y MEpPTBBIX
COJJAT HEKPOMAaHTa, YTOObl UM ObLIO YeM paHUTh OECCMEpPTHO-
ro. DpKy Ha MUT JJake MOKA3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM UX KeJlaHhe cpa-
katbcsl. Heykenmm oHU U TIpaB/ia CYATAIOT, YTO Y HUX €CTh XOTS
Obl MU3EPHBIE IIAHCHI?

K DpkeHy cTaruBagoch HECKOJIBKO IECSITKOB MepTBeloB. Bee
BOOPYKEHBI M B BECbMa HETJIOXOM COCTOSTHMU. DTO ObUIM Aajie-
KO He Te 30MOU, KOTOPHIX Mpu3Baj VIMOp BO BpeMsi OKUBJICHUS
xuteneii Pyxa. Te pa3BajmBaivch Ha KyCKH, a 3TH Ka3aJIMCh T10-
6o1pee HEKOTOPBIX KUBBIX.

— «MIX 0KOJI0 cOpoKa», — MBICJICHHO MOCUMTaNl JpKeH. Yoe-
KaTh OT HUX MOTJIO ObI MIOJTYYUTHCS, BOT TOJBKO OBLT JI CMBICIT?
Ecnu 6eccMepTHBIN BRIPBETCS M3 OKPYXKEHHS U TIOOEKHT, TO EMY
NPUAETCS] OCTaBUTh TYT CBOIO IPUMOpPY, MepeMeniaTbes 6e3 Ko-
TOPOM JIOBOJILHO MeJJIEHHO, OCOOCHHO Ha OOJIBIIIME PACCTOSTHUS.
Ha n nouepn Oderusl, KaK Ka3aJloch, MOJHOCTBIO COLUIM C yMa
1ocJie TUOENN TOCTIOKH.

CxaB Kocy Mokperue, IpK BCTPETUJT BPAroB JIMIIOM K JIUILY.
OH npuHSsIICsA OBICTPO BpaIiaTh el BOKPYT ceds1, paccekast Moji-
Ouparomumxcst OIM3KO MEPTBEIIOB, TIOTh KOTOPBIX OKa3alach He
B CHJIaX OCTAaHOBUTH Opyxkue 6eccmepTHoro. M3penka Meuu v Ko-
Tbsl HEKUTU PAHUIIY TeJI0 DPKEHa, HO PaHbl HA HEM TYT ke 3aKU-
BaJIM, a OphI3raoias KpoBb MPU MOMAJaHUM HA MEPTBYIO IJIOTh
NPOXKUTANA €€ ¥ PAHWJIA CAMHX ATaKYIOIIKX.



OcBoOoIuB cede MeCTO HECKOJIBKUMU Pa3MaIIMCTBIMU yapa-
MU, DPKEH BBICOKO MPBITHYJI, IEPECKAKUBAS Y€Pe3 FOJIOBBI OKPY-
KuBIMX ero 3oMou. [Jouepu Odesutsl Bee elne ObLIM KUBBI, 1
1St DpKa 3TO ObLJIO CJIOBHO 3HAKOM CBBIIIIE, XOTh OH U HE MOT
NpUAYMAaTh HUYETO JJIsl COXpaHeHUsl uX ku3Her. Ha mapy Mruo-
BEHWII OECCMEPTHBIN OIIyTU ceOs1 mogaBieHHbIM. OH TOJIBKO
YTO MIPUCOEMHUIICS K BOMCKY XPaMOBHUKOB U TIO 3aBETY KOPO-
JIeBbl OTIPABUJICSI HA BOWHY, KOTOpasi TYT K€ eMy OIOCTbLIeNA.
[TpoknsiTeie OOTM, NEMOHBI, OECCMEPTHBIE U BCE MPOYUE, KOMY
10 TIPUYMHAM BEPOSITHOTO CKYJOYMHSI HE JKMBETCS B COIJIACHH.
Ecnu 651 B Mupe 1 rpaBza cymiecTBoBaii 60Ty, HacTosiue 60-
', OHU JIOJKHBI ObUTH OBl IPE3UpaTh TeX, KTO TaK CTPEMUTCS K
COOCTBEHHBIM CTPaJIaHHSIM.

— IIpous! — kpruan GeccmepTHbIN, pazmaxuBast kocou. — [1o-
1IUIY TIPOYB !

Hesxutb npopomkana nepeth U najaath K Horam dpka. OH py-
OWJI WX, CJIOBHO 3TO OBLIM 3apOCiii KpanuBbl. Bo Bce cTOPOHBI
JieTesa ToYepHeBIast KpoBb M yacTu Ten. OTpyOieHHble KOHEed-
HOCTH IIUIIENU U TIOJI3H K OECCMEPTHOMY B TIOTIBITKE YXBATHUTh
ero, Ho DpK MepeaBUraiicsi ObICTPO, U Pa3ul BparoB, Jepxka ux
Ha PacCTOSTHUM, JIOBKO YKJIOHSISICh OT aTak.

Korna nocnennuit MepTeen ynai, DpKeH YBUAE CTOALIMX B
HECKOJIbKHMX ITarax BaMImMpII ¥ MUTOM CMEKHYJI B 4eM Jiefio. Ero
cujia BHyIIeHUs1 cpaboTana, HO HEMHOTO He TaK, KaK OH XOTel
ob1. [louepn Odperibl npoxanu ot spoct. Vx tenma Oyaro Obl
OTYasTHHO OOPOJHKCH C BHYIIEHHEM DpKa, HO OECCMEPTHBIN yKe



HIOHS1JI, YTO UMEET HaJl HUMHU BJIaCTb.

— Vxomute! — mpukazan oHoma. — 3a0yapTe MeHsl U OeruTe
npous! 7Kuso!

Bamnupi nepeaepHyso, HO OHUM CTald YJQIATbCS, HE CITyC-
Kas I71a3 CO CBOETO0, TENEPh yKe, KPOBHOIO Bpara. JpK HE XOTel
yousatb Ocerty. Bungsar 6oru, He xoten. XoTs, Kakiue Ha XpeH
6oru! Mx Het! — XoTea KpUKHYTh DPKEH BCle/l BaMIMpILIAM. —
Brl noksionserecs monaMm, aypadse! OHU BCEro JIMIIb JIIoau !

DPKEH UCTEPUYECKU 3aCMESIICA U C CUIION THYJI MOJ3YIIYIO K
HeMy pyKy. Ta otnerena v nutenHynach o cTeHy Oantau. Bokpyr
HE OCTaJIOCh HUKOTI'O KPOME MEPTBBIX. BOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX elle
IIEBEJIUIIACH, HO HE NpeACTaBIsuM yrposbl. Ilocross HemHoOrO,
OeccMepTHBIN 3aCTaBUIJI KOCY MCUE3HYTh M YOeqUiICs, UTO Joue-
pu Oesutsl CKpbUIMCh U3 BULy. VIM ke Jrydiie, eCiii OHU HUKO-
I1a HE BEPHYTC, a [TOKa. .. DPKEH OCMOTPEJICS, pa3IyMblBas Kak
eMy Cxkeub Bce 3To 6e300pa3ue. Bo3MOkHO, 3TUM OH U 3aiiMeT-
cs1. CJIOKUT Tena BceX 30MOM B OJJHY OOJIBIIYIO Ky4dy M YCTPOUT
rpoMagHbi Koctep. Kak HM KpyTH, a DPKEH TOJIBKO YTO B OfIU-
HOUKY 3axBaTuJ 1esbid popt. YTo 310, ecinu He noasur? Xors,
CJIOBO «IIO[IBUT», BEPOATHO, 3[€Ch HE NMoAxoauT. beccmepTHbli
BE/Ib HUUEM [Ja)KE HE PUCKOBAJL.



I'nmaBa 3

Kakoe-To BpeMs1 DpK MOTpaTHI Ha UCCleIoBaHue (popTa v 10-
OvBaHUE OCTaBIIMXCs MepTBeloB. Ha GeccMepTHOrO Hamasim He
Bce. HekoTopble ocTanuch Ha CBOMX JIO30PHBIX MOCTax M IMPO-
JOJDKaUTH HAOJTIOZIaTh 32 MECTHOCTBIO. [I7151 HUX He CTaslo HeOXKHU-
JaHHOCTBIO, YTO (popT OOJNbIIEe HE MPUHAIIEKUT HEKPOMAHTY.
HexuTh HU3KOTO YpOBHS HE YMEET YAUBIIATHCS.

Cam HeKpOMaHT cOekajl U JOBOJIBHO IIYCTPO. DPKEH He CTal
Jaxe TpaTUTh BpeMs Ha ero BHICTICKUBAHUE, XOTh M MOT ObI 9TO
caenats. HyXHO BCero-To 0XMBUTh IPIMOpPY M Ha4yaTh Mpecie-
noBanue. Tem Oonee, GeccMEpTHBIN BHUIEN Clie JYIId HEKpPO-
MaHTa ¥ 3HaJI, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY OH oTmpasmics. Ha ror. Kak pa3s
TyAa ¥ JABWXKETCS BOMCKO XPaMOBHHUKOB, U OHU OyIyT B 3aXBa-
yeHHOM (hopTe, HaBepHOE, TOJIBKO K Beuepy. [lo 3Toro BpemeHn
DpKeH ycneeT HaBeCTH 37eCh MOPSIOK.

Bo Bpems 00ObICKa IEHTpaIbHON OAITHu G€CCMEPTHBIN OThIC-
KaJ JJabopaTopuio HeKpoMaHTa. B Hell ObUI0 OYeHh MHOTO BCS-
YeCKHX MPHUCTIOCOOICHUH /TSI aJIXMIMUH, a Ha MOJIKaX CTOSIH Je-
CSITKM CKJISTHOK C Pa3IMYHBIMU XUAKOCTMU. HekoTopsle u3 Hux
OKAa3aJIMCh TOPIOYMMHU, IPYTHE SIIOBUTHIMU, TPETHU U TEMHU, U Te-
MH.

CoxuraTh WIHM pa3pymaTh J1adopaToprio DpK He CTall, pelivB
OCTaBUTh ITO JJIsI XPAaMOBHHMKOB. BO3MOXHO, OHHM 3aXOTAT TYT
BCE OCMOTpETh. beccMepTHOro ke MHTepecoBaIn TOJIBKO TOPIO-



qre KUAKOCTU, KOTOpble OH 3a0paj U BbIHEC HA YJMILY, MOCTe
Yero HavyaJl CTACKMBAaTh TeJjla Majllel HeXXUTH B OHY Kydy. ['opa
TeJ TIOJTyYHMJIach BhIIlIe DPKeHa, U 3T0 00paioBaio OeccMepTHO-
ro. Kocrep nonyuntcsi 3HaTHBIN, a AbIM Oy/IeT BUJHO U3/1AJEKa.

DpKeH Npu3aayMalcs, HalpaBisisiCh 32 TOPIOUKOM. A CTOUT
JIM yCTpauBarh Bee 310 coxxkenue? Ho, momymas HeMHOro, Jpk
peLLII, YTO pa3 HEKPOMAHT CJIUHSAJ, TO CEKPETHOCTb BCETO, YTO
TYT CIy4WIach COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO MOJ OOJBIION Yrpo3oi, a
JbIM JJACT XpPAaMOBHMKAM TMOHSTb, YTO BIIEPEIU UX KIYT MOCIE/-
CTBHSI OUTBBI.

MaxHyB pyko#, 6beccMepTHBIH Hosiee HU 0 ueM He qymai. Kak
U coOMpascs, OH OOIU HEXKUTh TOPIOYNMHU KUAKOCTSMHU U TIOI-
JKer mpu rnoMoi| akesna. BCrbIxHy10 MTHOBEHHO, 00JIaB CHITh-
HBIM kapoM. CHer BOKPYT KOCTpa OKpacHICsl KpacHbIM, OT Oy-
HIYIOIIEro OTHSl, SA3bIKM KOTOPOTrO OTYAsSIHHO TSAHYJIUCh K HeOy.
[1n0TH MEPTBELIOB LIMMENA U JBIMUIACH, NOKHUPAEMAas OTHEM.
BeccmepTHBIN 3a4apOBaHHO CMOTPEI Ha ClIEIaHHOE JeJI0 U CTa-
paJics He IyCKaTh B CBOIO I'0JIOBY HUKAKMX JMIIHUX MbIcie. Kak
pa3BeYUK OH, BEPOSITHO, HE COCTOSUICS, HY M 4epT ¢ HUM. B Jtio-
O60M ciyyae Ha MyTH JBUKEHUSI XPAMOBHUKOB OH HE 3aMeTHJI
HUYero onacHoro. OnacHoro Jjisi XpaMOBHUKOB, pa3yMeeTCsl.

[Tocne Toro Kak MepTBeLbl HAYaId A0TOpaTh, DPKEH BEpHYJI-
cs1 B OalIHIo ¥ Hakpbu1 ocTaHKK Oesibl TEMHBIM MOKPBIBAJIOM.
CnenaB 310, DpK NOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 HEXOPOIIIO U CeJl Ha CTYII.
Her, ¢usndecku ¢ HUM Bce ObLIO B TIOPsiJIKE, HO BOT B €T0 pasy-
Me HapacTajo U3MaThIBaolIee TPOTUBOCTOsAHNE. IMEHHO 31ech



U ceituac, Bo3Jie ropesioro tena Oderuisl DpkeHy Oombliie He X0-
Tenoch BoeBaTh. OH cUMTA OMIMOKON BCTpedy C KOPOJIEBOW M
BCe, UTO TocienoBaso aaibine. Ho dapkioy Bce erie MepTB, U
TOJILKO DPK B cuJjIax ero cractv. TouHee, MoKa elne He B CHJIax,
HO KOrJa-HUOY/Ib TOYHO OYET, a JAJIsI STOr0 HEOOXOAUMO Y4acT-
BOBaTh B OMTBax M pa3BUBaTh CBOM CWJIbL. HaBepHoe, y Jozieit
TOXXE TaK ObIBAE€T, OHU YEro-TO He XOTAT, HO TIOHUMAIOT, YTO Ha-
10 U UIIyT JieN1aTh. Bee BepHO, K UepTy 9TH n30aI0BaHHbIE MbIC-
! dapkioy cam ceOst He BOCKPECHT. A Kajb. DTO PELIHIIO Obl
HEKOTOpbIe MPOOJIEMBI.

Korpa 6eccMepTHOMY Ha/10€710 Bce BOKPYT, a €r0 BEJTMKHUI KO-
CTep yxe He ObUI TAKUM BEJIMKUM, DPKEH eIy, YTo He XOUeT
BO3BpAIIAThCS K XPAaMOBHUKAM, W IPEC/IeIoBaTh HEKPOMAaHTA
To)Ke He xoueT. OHAKO CUIIETh U KJaTh PUOBITHSI BOUHOB Xpa-
Ma JIeJio JIOJIToe ¥ HyJJHOE, a OT Oe3/IeJIbsi B TOJIOBY JIE3JIO BCSIKOE,
N03TOMY DPKEH pellni HaBeAaThCsl B JTaOOPaTOPHIO HEKPOMaH-
Ta ¥ MPOIBE/IaTh KOJUIEKIUIO ero s10B. OIHA BBITUTAs CKJISTHKA
HE cMorJIa YOUTh 6€CCMEPTHOT0, HO IOHOIIIA MPOIOJIKAI TIUTh JI0
TeX MOp, TIOKa He OKOYYPHUJICS HA MECTe. DTO OIMPE/ICICHHO ObLT
HEeTUIOXOW BapuaHT. Hanuthbest 1 3a0bIThCS. Y KakJIOro JIOJKEH
OBITH CBOW CMIOCOO yXOIa OT PeabHOCTH.

BeccmepTHBIN npHines B ce0sl Jieka Ha MOy psIoM C TEMHBIM
TIOKPBIBAJIOM, TIOJI KOTOPBIM JIEXAJIO CKPIOUYEHHOE OOropeBIiee
Tesno. DTO MepBoe, YTO DPKEH yBUJENT TOCIEe BOCKpEIeHUs, 1
€ro HaCTPOEHHE TYT e OMPAYMIIOCh. [ OBOPSAT, COH JICUUT, OHA-
KO CITPOCOHBS JIy4Ille He BUAETh HUIEro HexXopolrero. [leHs, Kak



W3BECTHO, HEOOXOIMMO HAUMHATH C TPUATHOrO. Y DpKa He Mo-
JIyYWJIOCh, ¥ OH HE TIOMHUJI, 324€M BEPHYJICS IMUTh B KOMHATY C
TpynoM. Bo3MokHO, pa3befaemblil U3HYTPHU silaMu, OeccMepT-
HBI} TBITAJICS BBIIPOCUTH MPOLIEHUS Y MEPTBOM rocroxu. Ecim
TaK, 3TO ObLIO ObI JOBOJIBHO kaJKO. [la ¥ BOCKpec Dpk ropasio
paHbinie, yem xoten Obl cam. CyJs 1o TMOJIOKEeHUIO COJHIIA, JI0
3aKara ele 10/ro. Pa3 Tak, nogymain GeccMepTHbIA, caMoe Bpe-
MsI BEPHYThLCSI K CBOUM M 000 BCEM paccKas3arh.

DpK LIYCTPO BHIIEN HA YJIMIy U HANpaBUIICS BOCKpEIIATh
CBOIO TpUMOpY. BbIJIO ObI HEMTPUSITHO, eciv ObI TIOKa OeccMepT-
HBIU «CMa» APyrue NaJajbIMKU HAJIETEIN U COXPATIH €ro pyd-
HYIO ITUITY. DPKeH ObUI He YBEPEH, UTO Cymes1 Obl BOCKPECHUTD ee
rocJie Takoro. Jla oH u neiTathest Obl He ctal. Ho, Mo cyacrteio, B
(opt HUKTO He mpuieTen, u 6eCCMEPTHBIN MO CBOEH KPOBBIO
TeJIO TPUMOPHI. DTOT PUTYAJT YKe CTal st OECCMEPTHOTO CTOJIb
MIPUBBIUYHBIM, YTO YCII€JI IPEBPATUTLCS B PYTUHY, HE CTOSIIYIO
Jlake YIIOMUHAHMUSL.

[loka rpumopa mpuxoauia B YyBCTBA, a €€ U3paHeHHas TYII-
Ka IpruoOpeTaa CBOWCTBA KUBOTO Tejla, IPKEH XMYPUIICH, TIIsl-
151 BOKpYT. Ero BenmyecTBeHHbIN MOOEAHBINA KOCTEP U3 HEXKUTU
yxke noutu goropen. [louepHeBiive MepTBelbl BCe €llle AbIMU-
JIUCh, U TIO BCEMY (POPTY BOHSJIO ropesiou miotel0. HekpomaHt
yke, HABEPHOE, JAJIEKO OTCI0/1a. DPKY BAPYT CTAJIO UHTEPECHO HA
yeM oH yoexasn. He nemkom sxe. M memkom? Jla Het! B3mop!
BeccmepTHBIN BBIKMHYJT U3 TOJIOBBI CTPAHHBIE MBICTH U TIOCMOT-
peJl Ha OXKUBIIYIO TPUMOPY U3MEHEHHbIMU I71a3amu. [ITuiia ensa



ycriesa MoIIeBeUThCs, M DPKEH HAIIOMHUJI eH, YTO OHA JIOJIKHA
eMy NomunHAThCs. Ero BHyIIeHne cpadboTano, ¥ rpuMopa BHOBb
cTajia BeCTH ceOsl TUXO M MOKOPHO. DPK 3aayMacs, Tsias Ha
NTUILY, TOHUMAET JId OHA B KAKOM TOJIO)keHUH Haxoautcsi? OT-
BeT OeccMepTHBIN He nomyunil. He y koro ObUIO CIIPOCUTD.

OceiaB rpuMopy, OecCMEpTHBII B3JieTel B HeOeca U Hampa-
BWJICSI HABCTPEUy BOKCKY XpaMOBHMKOB. Bepxom Ha mrurie 10
HUX PYKOH MMOAaTh, & BOMHBI XpaMa, B CBOIO ouepe/ib, HeOOCh He
IPOIILTH Jake TOJIOBUHY pacctosiHus 10 dopra. Yept, na nmoka
OHHU TaM IUIETYTCS, DPKEH BCIO BOMHY 34 HUX BBIUIPAET. DTUM
peOsiTaM 1 JieNiaTh HUYero He mpuIeTcsl.

— Moxer cka3zarbh UM, YTOOBI BO3BpAIIAJIUCh B CBOM XpaMbl? —
HONTYTHJT OECCMEPTHBIN M KOPOTKO paccmesiics. Bee-Taku oiHO-
My eMy OBUIO Ky[a JIyulnie, 4eM cpeau apyrux. Korma Dpken Ha-
XOAUJICS B OAMHOYECTBE, OH OIIIYIIaJ ce0s1 XO3TMHOM CUTYaIHH,
Jake eciu Bce ObLIo He B ero nosib3y. Ho ctout o0beAuHUTbCS C
KEM-TO, M YyBCTBO KOHTPOJISI TYT ke KyHa-TO MpOMajaeT, u Te-
pea ToOOI HAaUMHAET MasSTIUTh HEOIPEICICHHOCTD, a HEeOoIpe/ie-
JIEHHOCTh HUKTO He oOuT. JKU3Hb — 3TO He a3apTHas urpa. a-
K€ ecli OHA BeyHasl.

Jlerss oOparHO, GeccMepTHBIN CTapajcs MoaMedarh JoObie
MHTEpPECHBIE BEI, HO B MyCTOIIH I[APUJIO CHOKOHCTBHE. Jlaxe
rojieM, KOTOporo 6eCCMEepTHBIN BUET paHee, MO-MIPeKHEMY CTO-
ST HA CBOEM MeCTe, pa3Be UTO YyAuIle B 3TOT pa3 CMOTPENO B
JPYTyI0 CTOPOHY. X PaMOBHMKOB TIOKa BUIHO HE ObLIO, HO DpK
3HaJI, YTO OHU COBCEM CKOPO MOKAXKYTCS €My Ha I1a3a, ¥ CITyCTs



KaKOe-TO BpeMs1 I0HOIIA BBICMOTPEN BIEPEAN UAYILUX JIIOEH B
OeJbIX ofiekaax. DPK paccMOTpes UX CKopee Onaroapsi CBoe-
My BTOpOMY 3peHui0. OUrypbl XpaMOBHUKOB CHSJIM, U 3TO TIO-
Ka3aJI0Ch OECCMEPTHOMY KPAaCcHMBBIM M CTPAHHBIM OJJHOBPEMEH-
Ho. Kazasochk Obl, X BecbMa JIETKO 3aceUb, €CJI yMeelllb BUICTh
Oostbilie, YeM TMO3BOJIAIOT a3a. Ho coBepiieHHO sICHO ObLIO —
XPaMOBHHMKHU 0CO00 U HE TIPSITAJIHCh.

DPpKeH Nmpu3eMJIICs NMpsMO rnepes XpaMoBHUKamMu. Momya-
JIMBOE BOWMCKO OCTaHOBWJIOCH, W BIlepe/l Bhillien ['aMepuk, mpu-
BET/IMBO IJIss1 HAa OeccMepTHOrO. OCTasbHBIE KN C OTCTpa-
HEHHBIM BUIOM. [0 pOBHBIM JIMIIaM BOMHOB Xpama TPYIHO Obl-
JIO TIPENIOJIOKUTh, O YEM OHM JYMAIOT, U DPK HE MOT MOHSTb,
TIPaBUJIBLHO JI OH MCIIOJTHUJI CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTH Pa3BeurKa WA
Her. CaM OH AyMaJl, 4YTO CKOpee HeT.

— PacckaspiBaii, — nonpocun ero I'amepuk. — ['ne 6u11? Yto
Buaen?

— Brniepenu ronem, — nosegan dpkK, — a JAJIbIIE, 32 HUM, CTOUT
(opt ¢ omHUM HEKPOMAHTOM M HEOOJIBIITUM FAPHU30HOM HEKH-
TH, HO, TaK CJIy4MJIOCh, YTO 5 €r0 3aXBaTHUIIL.

[amMepuk ycMexHyJICsSl M IOBEPHYJICS K CBOMM. Te, KTO CTOsII
B TIIEPBBIX PsiJIaX TOXE CIIBIIIAIN CJIOBA OECCMEPTHOTO.

— Cnpixamu? — cnipocun Iamepuk. — Ham moxHO coOupath
MaHaTK{ Y BAJIUTh JIOMOW. DTOT MApeHb BCE CIENAET 3a HaC.

XpamoBHuku Momyaid. Cpenu HuUX DpkeH yBunen Kpuiry.
7KeHimyHa Becesno mogMuUrHyJa IHoIIe, 1 DPK caerka B30oIpuI-
cs1, BCIIOMHMB, uTo Kpwiia cama e roraa B MogoOHYI0 CUTYa-



IHIO.

— beccmepTHBIM HE MMCaHBI 3aKOHBI, BEPHO? — YKE CEpPbE3HEN
cripocun ['amepuk. — He menaii Tak 6osbine. Kpuia B mporublii
pa3 Toxe Mo3BOoNUJIa cede HEOCMOTPUTENLHOCTD, U U3-32 3TOTO
noru6v Har ToBapuiii. C HUIMU COTBOPWIIM TAKOE, YTO MbI HE
CYMEJI BEpHYTb UX K KU3HU.

—4... — DpKeH XOTes MOCIOPUTh, CKa3aTh, YTO OH HUKEM He
PUCKOBAJI U MTPUBECTH ellle YTO-HUOYIb B CBOIO 3aIIIUTY, HO, 0-
JyMaB, IOHOIIA MTPOCTO COTJIACHO KUBHYIL.

— Kpuny Oyner xaath cyn, — cooommn [amepuk, risist mo-
BepX rojioBel DpKa. — HactosiTens ee xpama peuur, 4to ¢ He
nenatb. Kacaemo TBOMX MPOCTYIKOB, s1 HE MOTY TeOsl CYUTh, HO
pa3 KopoJieBa mpuciiaia Tedst K HaM, Thl IPOCTO 00s13aH ITPOSIBUTH
ceOsl ¢ JTyyuInieid CTOPOHBI.

BeicymaB I'amepuka, DpkeH noHsul, uro ¢ Kpuuen Bce He
TaK yx ¥ ipocto. la, Dpk 3Hau o ee Bbutaske B OcTpy, rie oHa u
BCsI €€ TpyIa nonaack. MoxHO ObUIO MOAYMaTh, YTO 00 3TOM
OyIITO ¥ BOBCE 3a0bLTH, OJHAKO, KEHITMHY, KaK OKa3aJI0Ch, KAaT
cya, xoTb cama Kpuiia u Bena cedst Tak, OyaTo BCe B TIOJTHOM TIO-
psilike, a Belb U3-3a Hee, NoJyJyaeTcs, oruoim Apyrue XpamoB-
HUKH. J[o 93TOro MoMeHTa OeCCMEpPTHBIi, He yMal 00 3TOM BCe-
pbes.

— Yo Oyner ¢ Kpuneii? — cnpocun 6eccMepTHBIN.

— Pemut Hacrositens, — moBTopui I'amMepuk u 106aBUIT Tak
ke Cepbe3HO0. — barogapsi KoposieBe Mbl MOKEM BJIaJIeTh CUIION
camoi JleBbl CBeTa, OHAKO MOTYIIECTBO HE JOJIKHO 3aTMEBATh



HAIIY TOJIOBBL. MBI TIO-TIPEKHEMY JIOJIKHBI IEACTBOBAThH Pa3yM-
Ho. Kpwuria Bcerga ommyanack 6ecmadaniHoCThio, 3a UTO U T0-
HeceT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. UTO KacaeTcst Te0sl, s HaJelCh, BIPEb
Thl CTaHEeIllb BECTH ce0si OCMOTpUTENIbHEe WK 1 OTOLUIIO TeOs
00paTHO K KOpOJIeBe.

— Koponepa nnuHo HanpaBuia MEHs K BaM, — 3aMETHIT DPKEH.

— DTUMU TIOABMH KOMAH/AYIO 51, — TBEPAO OTBETHI [ amMepuK. —
W MHe He HyKHBbI TYT CAMOJY Pbl, AEUCTBYIOIIINE KaK B3/1lyMaeTCsl.
Ecmu norpedyercsl, s TMIHO 0OBSACHIO KOPOJIEBE CBOE PellieHHe
OTKa3aThCsl OT TBOEH MOMOIIIH, a TIOKa y TeOsI €CTh BTOPOH IIIaHC,
¥ Jyuiie Tebe ero He mpodyKars.

[Mocrne aTHX c10B DpK o1y THII cedst yHrxkeHHbIM. OH elnie He
ycresa cOOOIUTh O TOM, 4TO HEKpOMaHT cOexan. boree Toro,
DpKeH caM ke U MO3BOIWI €My, TOTOMY YTO He 3aXOTels Mpe-
cnenoBarh. YepT, pa3myMbIBasl OECCMEPTHBIA, MOKET M BOBCE HE
CTOUT TOBOpUTH ['amMepuky 00 3TOM, MHaue ero, Tak Ha3bIBae-
MBIH, BTOPOU IIaHC MpomaieT npsiMo Ha Mecte. OOpaayercs u
benas kpoBb, KOrna DpkeH BEpHETCSA K HEU M PACCKAXKET, UTO €r0
OTIPaBUJIA OOPATHO?

— S nmomkeH Koe-uTo cKazaTh TeOe, — B3/IOXHYB, IIPOM3HEC
9pK, nocMorpeB Ha ['amepuka. JIugep XpaMOBHUKOB MO TOHY
6eCcCMEepTHOTO TOHSUI, YTO HOBOCTh HE OyZIeT XOpOIleH, U ero,
0OBIYHO, YJIBIOUMBOE JIMIO HAXMYypHIIoch. — HekpomMaHT, cymen
cOexatp. [Toka s1 pazoGpaJicsi ¢ ero HeXUThIO, OH YOMIT MOIO MTH-
Iy ¥ CKPBUICS.

DpK crerka npuBpaj, 4adbl HEMHOTO CIJIAIUTh YIJIbl, OTHAKO



CHUTYyaIlMsl BCe PaBHO OcTaBajiach HenpusaTHoW. He Oynp DpkeH
OeccMepTHBIM, U BOBCE He CTaJl Obl HIYEro rTOBOPUTH [ amepuky.

Jluaep XpaMOBHMKOB MOJAad 3HaK, U BOWCKO MPOIOIKUIIO
nyTh, a ['amepuk, DpKeH U ero rpuMopa, MOCTOPOHUIIUCH, MTPO-
nyckas ux. JIuaep BOMHOB Xpama, Kak MOHST OeCCMEPTHBIH, XO-
YeT 0 YEM-TO paccKa3arh.

— B pyuHnax, rje Thl Hartes1 Hac, Oblla HEXKUTh, — cooOmmm [a-
MepUK. — S cunTalo, HeKPOMaHThI 3HAIOT O HAIIMX IUIaHaX IMpo-
CTO [MOTOMY, YTO OHU BECbMa O4e€BUIHBI. Mbl IPEBOCXOIMM UX B
cujie, ¥ JIeM BIIepejl, CMeTast JIo0oe CONPOTUBIICHUE.

— Kpuna ckazana MHe, 4TO B T€X pyMHaX HUKTO HE XKWJ, —
BCIIOMHMJT DPK.

— U ona He coBpana tede, — otBeTrul 'amepuk. — Tam v ipaBia
He OBUIO HUKOTO JKUBOTO.

— Hy pa3 Tak... [lony4yaercs, HEKpOMaHTbI IIBITAIOTCS 3a/4ep-
’KaTh Ballle POJBUKEHNE C MIOMOUIbI0 HEKUTH, — MOHST DPKEH.

— BepHo, — cornacuiics ['amepuk. — f cuuraio, HEKPOMAHTHI
cOOMpPAIOTCS TJIe-TO B OMTHOM MECTe U TOTOBAT HaM BCTpeEuUy.

— A MOXeT OHU TIPOCTO pa3OeryTcs U3 CTpaHbl KTO Kyaa? —
MPEIOKUIT DPK.

— Ecit ObI M OBUIO HUYEM HAM OTBETUTH, OHU OBl TaK U I10-
CTYIIWJIM, — OTBETWJI JIMIEP XpaMOBHUKOB. — Ho, HecmoTpsl Ha
SIBHO MEHBIIIME [MO3HAHUS B KOJIJIOBCTBE, HEKPOMAHTBI OCTAIOTCS
BECbMA OMACHBIMHU.

— 3HaAuuUT, Bbl OXKUJAETE, YTO BIIEPEIU BAC BCTPETUT CUIIbHOE
BOMCKO? — MEPECTIPOCHIT DPK.



— YTt0oObI HAC HU OKUJIAJIO, MBI JOJKHBI IBUTAaThCs Briepe. Thl
No-TIpeXKHEMY OyJielllb pa3BebIBaTh Iy Th, HO JIEPKUCH OJIVIKE U
O0JIbllIe HUKAKOW CaMOJesITebHOCTH.

BeccmepTHBIN KUBHYJI M cell BEPXOM Ha rpumMopy. ['amepuk
OTIIPaBUWJICSL JOTOHSTh CBOMX.

K Beuepy, Kak u 3araapiBa OeCCMEPTHBIH, XPAMOBHUKH JI0-
IIUIM [0 OIyCTeBIIEro popra. DpK BCe ITO BpeMs JIETaJl BIIEpe-
11, HO TaK, YTOOBI BU/IETh BOMHOB Xpama. ['onem Ha myTtH 6oe-
BBIX MaroB ObUT YHUUTOXEH TaK ObICTPO, YTO 3TO, B IOHUMAHUU
6eccMepTHOTO, He CTOMJIO JIaKe YIIOMUHAHUS. XPaMOBHUKH 3a-
METHJIH JISJTHOTO TUTaHTA U3/ajieKa, PUOTN3IIINCH U YIapHIH
10 HEMY 4yTb OOJIbIIIE, YeM C COTHU MeTpoB. UynoBuIlle pa3Ba-
JIMJIOCh HA KYCKH, HE YCIEB JaKe arHyTh K UCTOUHUKY YTPO3bI.
Yt0 X, 9eM OOJBIIMMY CHJIAMH ThI 00JIaaellib, TeM TPyAHEe CO-
BEPLINUTBH MOJIBUT, a MOOE/IbI Jake HaJl YCTPAIIAIOIIMMU CO3/1aHU-
SIMHM CTAaHOBSATCSI OOBIYHBIM JIEJIOM.

[onaB BHYTph (pOpTa, BOMHBI XpaMa B3SUIMCh 32 €0 OCMOTP.
HukTo n3 Hux, kpome Kpuripl, He OTMETIII COOETHHOE DPKEHOM
HU €/IMHBIM CJIOBOM. JIMIIIb phIKEBOJIOCAs XPAMOBHMIIA OCTAHO-
BUJIACh, YTOOBI HEMHOT'O MOOONTATh, MOKa ['aMepuKk He BUUT.

— TpynHo 6b110? — cripocuia Kpuiia. IpkeH cTosisi B CTOpOHE
OT OCTJIHBIX, OYJTO €ro HeT U BOBCE.

— Huuero tpynHoro.

— Bor kak, — Kpuna ocMorpenach, yBUIEB CBOI0 TEMHOBOJIO-
CYIO TIOAPYTY, 3aXOJSIIyI0 B IIeHTpaibHyI0 OamHo. KeHipna
NI03BaJIa €€ KECTOM, pblKas KMBHYJIA, HO HE IBUHYJIACh C MECTA.



— Kak mymaerns, uto Te6e rpo3ut? — He caepKaics IpK.

Kpuua paBHOOYIIHO B3IUIsIHYJIa HA IOHOLITY.

— IloxxuBeM — yBUAUM.

— He 6ouibes?

— 51 BUnena, 4TO MOXKET K/1aTh YEJIOBEKa MOCJie CMEPTHU, — OT-
BETWJIA JKEHIIUHA. — B 9TOM k€ MUpe HET HUYEro, YTO MEHS Ha-
yraer.

— U dro0, BCE 3TU XpaMOBHUKU TOKE BUJIEJIU, YTO U ThI?

— He Bce. BonbImHCTBO BUIENO KyJa MEHbIIE, HO OOJBITNH-
CTBO M YMHPAET He TaK 4acTo, Kak 5. — Kpuiia npubnusunace u
MOHM3WJIA ToNoc. — Thl 3HaeIIb, YTO JIIOAU ITPOU3OLLIN OT IEMO-
HOB?

DpKEH He cyMesl HAUTUCh C OTBETOM.

— Tak BOT, 310 TaK, — nponokwia Kpua. — M3HavanbHas
ponvHa sozieit — Kapxap, Mup 1eMoHOB, 3arpoObe U ellie Thicsya
Ha3BaHUW. XOTh JIIOAU U cOeXayu, HO MOCe CMepTU BCeX Hac
TSHET 0OpPaTHO TOMOM.

71Ol MOAPOOHOCTH YEIOBEYECKOTO0 TMOCMEPTHsSl DpPKEH He
3HaJI, ¥ 9TO OTPA3WJIOCh Ha ero Jjmie. Kpuiia HenmpusaTHO YIIbIO-
HYJIaCh.

— Mpu1 noknonsiemcst lese CBerta, MOTOMY 4YTO OHa CHOCOO-
Ha OrPaJWTh CBOUX MMOYUTATENIEN OT YYACTH OTIPABUTHLCS K Jie-
MOHaM 1ocJie cMepTH. Yuyenue CaHaTaH CliocOOHO CNAcTy Halllv
JyIId, Kak Obl 9TO HU 3BYYAJIO.

— Tw1 Gowuitbest, — mporenTan IpKeH, IOCMOTpeB B r1a3za Kpu-
1ie. JKeHIHa HEPBHO YCMEXHYJIACh U TYT e HaOpocuia Ha ceOst



MacKy IPUBBIYHOM XOJIOJHOCTH.

— 4 Bunena Gosbliie, YeM cleayeT BUIETh YeNIOBEKY, — CKa3aia
oHa. — S Bunena Bpara Kapxapa, 1 Ux cusiHME HAIlOJTHUJIO MOU
pa3yM BUJECHUSAMHU yXkacoB. 5 BUzesa THICAYM CYLIECTB, KeJak0-
X MHE BEYHOW XU3HU B KAUueCTBE UX Urpyliku. Takoe uciy-
raso Obl ¥ TeOsI.

— Ckopee Bcero, — coryiacuiicsi 0ecCMepTHBIM, MOC/e Yero Ha
ynune oobsaBuics ['amepuk, n Kpuie npunuiocs 3aHATbhCs Ae-
JIOM.

Oco0blit THTEPEC 115 XPAMOBHUKOB MTPEACTABIISLIA TAO0PATO-
pYsl HEKPOMAaHTa. DPKEH HUYETO TaM HE TPOrajl KpOMe HECKOJIb-
KHX $]I0B U TOPIOYMX KUJIKOCTEN, B YEM IPU3HAJICS Cpasy, KOrjaa
€ro Mo3BaJiv BHYTpb. KOCTpOM, KOTOPBIit yCTpousT OeCCMEPTHBIH,
HUKTO HE YIMBWICS, KaK U €ro MPUCTPACTUEM K SAM.

— OHM XOTh BKYCHbIE? — Iy NIMBO cripocuia Kpuna.

— IMonpoOyii cama, — OTBETHIT DPK.

[amepuk uckan TalHUKM, HO Oe3ycrienHo. Eciv y HekpomaH-
Ta TYT 1 ObLJIM KaKKe-TO 3aITUCH, OH JIMOO CKET UX, TMOO0 3adpaJi
co00M. BBICTpO MOHSAB, YTO HUYETO UHTEPECHOTO 3/1€Ch HET, Xpa-
MOBHUKU YHUUTOXXWIA TO HEMHOTOE, YTO OCTAJIOCh, & UMEHHO,
J1abopaTopHOE 00OPYIOBaHNE HEKPOMAHTA. DPKEH He TOHUMAT,
yeM HaBpeAw M ['aMepuKy pa3nudHble KOJIOB M PETOPTHI, OAHA-
KO CIIOPUTH HE CTaJ.

B 3TOT pa3 BOMHBI XpamMa HE CTaJlM 3a[epKUBAThCA HA MPU-
Bas1. HUKTO He ycTasl, M mpuirH OCTaHABIMBAThLCS He ObUT0. Boii-
CKO MPOJOJIKUIIO CBOM ITOXOZ, Ha 10r. BOMHBI Xpama 1111 POBHBIM



CTpOeM, a BIiepeay JieTea DPpK Ha CBOeH NTHUIIE.

BbeccmeprHb pasMbinuisan o ckazanHoMm Kpuuen. Ionospe-
HIS1 DpKeHa MOATBEPANIIMCEH — 3Ta JKEHIIMHA U TIpaB/ia MoBHUIaa
HEYTO 3a IPaHblo, U 3TO CHEJajI0 ee OecCTpaIIHON Mepes STUM
MHPOM, HO YSI3BUMOI NIepe]] COBCEM MHBIM M HE MEHee pealib-
HbIM. BuzieTs cTpax B X0MomHBIX romyOsix ria3ax Kpuisl 66010
HEOObIYHO, YTO JIMIIb yOexkaano OECCMEpPTHOrO B PaBIUBOCTU
ee CJIOB.

Penurus, Kak okas3anoch, MOMUMO MPOMbBIBAHMS MO3IOB J1a-
€T BEepYyIIUM CIaCeHUE OT MOCMEPTHON BEYHOCTH B JEMOHU-
YeCKHX KOITsX. B 3TOM ciyyae nokJjioHeHne OOrMHSM BUAEIOChH
DpKeHy yxke 0oJiee JIOTUYHBIM, HO eMy ObLJIO TaK:Ke MHTEPECHO
KaKoe CIiaceHHe MpeyiaraioT Ipyrue y4eHHs..

BeccmepTHsbIil 3Ha1 U3 obmeHns ¢ Mimopowm, uto Omaromaps
TEMHBIM HCKYCCTBaM OH IpojJieBaeT cede KU3Hb, yOuBas JIpy-
rux. O4eHb OX0oxe Ha 00pa3 skM3HU Bamnupa. Kpuna u ocrais-
HbIe XPAaMOBHUKH, OJ1arofapsi cuie 30JI0TOro CBETa, BOCKPECAIOT
MIOCJIe CMEPTH ¥ MOTYT OKHMBJISITh MEPTBBIX, HE TpeBpaIias ux
IPY 3TOM B O€3MO3IYI0 HEKUTb.

[Monmyyaercs, Kak pa3gymbIBal DpK, O0KECTBEHHbIE CHIIBI, K
MO3HAHUIO KOTOPBIX TAK CTPEMSTCS JTIOM U HE TOJIBKO, TPU3BAHbI
OrpaguTh CMEPTHBIX OT IOCMEPTHS MyTeM MPOJICHUS X )KU3HH
TeMHU WA UHBIMU criocodamu. CTasio ObITh, MyTh MOKJIOHEHUS
OOTMHSAM — 3TO IYTh K BEYHOM U3HU. VIMEHHO K TOJoOHOMY BCe
M UJIET, ¥ ecv benast KpoBb CyMeeT MOIHOCTBI0 0uncTUTh CeBep
OT BparoB, TO ee JoAu OyayT U AaJIblie CIeJoBaTh yUeHuIo J1eBbl



CBETa, M 3TO JIa)ke MOXET MPHOJIM3HUTD KUTEJICH CTpaHbl K TOM,
KOMY OHM TaK PbSTHO TIOKJIOHSTIOTCSI.

Jliomm kak 6oru, mogymas OecCMEpTHBINA. YUUTHIBAs, UTO U3-
HayaJbHO 3TO OJIHU M T€ XK€ CYIIeCTBa, JAHHOE CPaBHEHUE BbI-
IJISEJ10 OUeHb PeaTMCTHYHO.



I'nmaBa 4

[Iponuio Tpoe CyTok Mocje TOro, Kak BOMCKO XPaMOBHHUKOB
NOKMHYJIO 3aXBayeHHBI DpKkoM ¢opT. Bee 310 BpeMs BOMHBI
Xpama I Yepe3 MmycTolb 0e3 momex. Hukto He cmen nperpa-
JWUTh UM IyTh, KaK OyATO BCE MX Bparu CHAJIUCh U pa30ekanch
KTO KyJa. DpKEH B 3TO HE BepuJl, Kak HE BEPUJIM U OCTAJIbHBIE.

Ha paccBere uerBepToro qHs1 OECCMEPTHBIA YBUJIET BTOPHIM
3peHueM TJICIONINe Briepear romyobie oronsku. [loymeres ommxke,
SpK pa3nuylil SHEPreTUYecKue CUITYIThl CUASIIIUX O] CHETOM
yHCypoB. [lonypa3yMHbIe KMBYT B HOpax, NO3TOMY DPK He CTall
KOMAaTh TIyOOKO W JyMarh O MPUUYUHE MOSBJIEHUS TYT ITUX T'M-
OpHIIOB, HO €My CTaJIO JIIOOOIBITHO TIPOXOIVII JIM 37IeCh OekaB-
i u3 poprta HekpomaHT. Eciiut aa, To 3Bepu TOKHBI ObLITH Obl
HAIacTh HA HEro, €C/M TOJIbKO y HUX HET KaKUX-JUOO JIOrOBO-
PEHHOCTEN C MECTHBIMU HEKPOMAHTaMH.

B 10T pasz DpkeH pent He OpaTh Ha ceOs1 MHOTO U JIOTIOKHTh
000 BceM ['amepuky. Jlugep XpaMOBHUKOB OCTAaHOBWJ OTPSi U
BhICTYyIIAN OeccmepTHoro. [1o HempoHUIaeMoMy JIUIy MYKUH-
HBI TPYJHO OBUIO yrajiaTh €ro MbICTH. DPK U HE THITAJICH.

— Ckombko ux?

— JIBE OIOKVHBI.

— DT0 MOXeT ObITh 3acaI0i, — npeanonoxuia Kpuia.

— Hopel yHCYpOB pOBHO Ha BallleM IyTH, — YTOYHUIT DPKEH,
HO HE CTaJl HM Ha YTO HAMEKaTh.



— 3acaga? — ckenruyecku nepecnpocws amepuk. — Ecim
TaK, OHU JIOJKHBI OBITh B COI03€ C HEKPOMAHTAMU.

— Ecim 310 3acaga, 3HaUYUT OHM 3HAJIU I'JIE€ BBl IOMJIETE U KOTIa
JIOUJIETE IO HUX, — DPKY CUTYyallMsl Ka3zaaach CTPAHHOM.

— YT0o0BI BEpPHO YCTPOUTD 3aCay OHU JOJKHBI ObLIH CIIETUTD
3a HaMH, — corlacuiicsl ['amMepuk, — HO 3TO, C OJJHOM CTOPOHBI.
C npyro¥i CTOPOHBI, YHCYPbI MOTYT JIOJITO OOXOAMTHLCS O€3 eIl U
JTHSAMU KapayuTh JoObuy. Eciiu oHU B col03€e ¢ HEKpOMaHTaMH,
TO 3HAIOT O HAIIeM MPUOJINKEHUH.

— Wnu y HUX IpOCTO HOPBI HA HAIEM MTYTH, — NOXkaJla Iieva-
mu Kpwuiia, KoTopyio, Ka3ajioch, ycTpauBaloT 00a BapraHTa.

— B mo6om ciydae, 310 He BaxHO, — pousHec ['amepuk, me-
PEUEPKHYB 9TUM BCE CKa3aHHOE paHee.

— He nonsun, — pacrepsiics pk.

— YHCypbl HalllM Bparu, — MOSICHWI JIUJEP XPaMOBHHUKOB. —
Mb1 yObeM UX U JIEJIO C KOHIIOM.

— A ecii y HUX TaM IPOCTO HOPbI?

— YHcypsl Hamm Bpary, — nosropwia Kpuna cnosa I'amepu-
Ka. — Yero HemoHsATHOro?

[amepuk morpeboBan oT Dpka MPOAOIKATh HAOMIONEHUE U
COOOIINTH, KOTJIA 0 YHCYPOB OCTaHETCS] TPUMEPHO COTHS MET-
poB. Ha 3TOM pa3roBOpbl OKOHYMJIMChH, U OECCMEPTHBI BHOBb
B3sieTesl. OOEpHYBIIMCh HA IIATAIONIMX 0331 XPaMOBHHUKOB,
DPKEH MOHSJI, YTO B HOBOM MHpE, KOTOPBI CTPOUT KOPOJIEBA,
HET MecTa Kak MUHMMYM IOJIOBUHE KUTeJel cTpaHbl. Bugumo,
9TOOBI JTIOJSIM XOPOIIIO KUJIOCh, BCE OCTAJIbHBIEC TOJKHBI UCUE3-



HYTb.

DpKeH MOCITYIIHO MPeAyPear OTPsi, KOTaa OH MOJOIIeN Ha
HY)KHOE pacCTOosiHUe. ['aMeprK MO3BOJIMII CBOMM MPUOTM3UTHCS
ele HEeMHOTO U TIOJaJl 3HaK OCTaHOBUTHCS. CaMble CHIIbHBIE U3
XPaMOBHHUKOB BCTaJIM TaKMM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI HE MellaTh APYT
APyTy. DPK Bce ITO BpeMsi HAOJTIo/IaI 32 YHCYpaMu, KOTOpbIe HU-
Kak He pearupoBajiM Ha YykakoB. Byap 310 3acanoil, oHU Obl
HaOJTI0/1a/N 32 MECTHOCTHIO, [TOTOMY OECCMEpPTHBIH Bce OoublIe
CUMTAJI, YTO YHCYPHI 3[IECh HE 32 TOJIOBAMHU JIIOJCH.

[amepuk 3HaT U3 AOKJIaAa DPKa, TIe YCTPOSHBI HOPHI TONY-
pasyMHBIX. 3HaJ JIU/Iep XPAMOBHUKOB U O KYYHOCTH UX pacro-
JIOKEHUs1, TIO9TOMY OBbLIO HETPYJHO IMPaBHJIbHO HABECTH aTaKy
CBOMX MOJYMHEHHBIX.

DpKeH 0XuIal OT OOEBBIX KOJIYHOB aTaKy OebIMUA MOJTHH-
SIMH, HO BMECTO 3TOro ['aMepyK mpuKa3ana CBOUM CHUJIbHEHIIINM
BOMHAM COTBOPHMTbH COBMECTHOE 3aKJMHaHKe. beccMepTHbIi BU-
IeN IBWKEHUE SHEPruy B TelaX XPaMOBHUKOB, BUJIEN, KaK OHa
CIMBAETCs U IpeoOpasyeTrcs. 3aTeM HaJl MyCTOIIBIO TOJIBIXHYJIO
30710TOM. Bembiika Kak OT MOJTHUM Ha MHT OCJIenuia OeccMepT-
HOTO, a KOT/1a 3peHHe BOCCTAaHOBUJIOCh, DPK YBUJIEI BbIKKEHHbIN
Kparep M Jiexalnye B HeM CKpIOuYeHHble Tena. Bee Havanock, u
BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCh. Marusi youBaeT ObICTPO, TYT HUYEro He CKa-
Kellb.

Ho xpamoBHUKY yOUIIHM He BceX. DPK YBHUIET JBOMX YHCYPOB,
pazOeranmxcsi B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. beccMepTHBIN cMoTpen Ha
HUX ¥ 33/1aBAJICSI BOITPOCOM: KYTKO JIM MM OBUIO MIPOCHYTHCS U



HOHSTb, YTO BCE UX TOBAPHIIM PA30M NMOTMOMM? A MOXET OHU U
HE TOHSUH, TIPOCTO ¢pabOTa MHCTUHKT, M THOPUIBI CTAITU Pa3-
6eratbcst. Bo3MOXHO, 3TUM BBIKUBIIKM €111€ TOJIBKO MPEICTOsI-
JIO TIOHSATBH, YTO MPOU3OILLIO.

VHcypbl He cMoru yoexarh Jayieko. Y HUX Obl U He BBIIILIO.
SpKeH yBUZE, a 3aTeM U yCIbliali ABe MOJTHUM. OHU MIHOBEH-
HO MOPA3UJIM NONypa3yMHbIX, U T€ PyXHYJIU B CHET KaK CKOILIEH-
Hble. OJJHaKO XpaMOBHUKH HE YOWJIU UX, DPK 3TO BUIEIL.

HeMmHOro nossxe BBUKMBIIMX YHCYPOB CXBaTWJIM W HPUBEIH
B uyBCTBa. [loka DpkeH neran Haja mycroublo, ['amepuk nonpa-
IMBaJ 3Bepeil. beccMepTHBIN BhICMATpUBaJl HOBYIO YIpo3y, HO
KOJIJOBCTBO XPAaMOBHHMKOB OBUIO OBICTPBIM U HE MPUBJIEKJIO Uy-
’K0€ BHUMaHKe. DPKY CTaJI0 JTIOOOMBITHO, €A Obl CBOM CHJIBI CO-
€IUHUIIO TOpa3io OOMbIIe XPaMOBHHUKOB, KaKylO TUIOMIAAb OHH
cymenu Obl HakpbITh? EcTh 71 BoOOIIE y 3TOro npeaen? Dpky
MIOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO BOMHBI XpaMa MOT'YT ITPOCTO cOOpaThesl, OKPY-
KUTh JOOOW TOPOL M YHUUTOXKHUTD €ro IIEIMKOM BMecTe CO Bce-
MU kuTeassMu. Ecim 310 Tak, TO X HE CMOXET OCTAaHOBUTb HU
OfIHA apMMUsl.

[Toka 'amepuk Bes I0IPOC, OCTaJIbHBIE XPAMOBHHUKH COBEp-
IIAJIM CTPaHHbIE PUTYaJTBl. DPK CIAESANI 32 KOJLyHAMH, ¥ eMy Ka-
3aJ10Ch OYATO OHM TBITAIOTCS] U3BJIEYb U3 BO3yXa YTO-TO HE3PH-
moe. CriepBa 6ecCMEpTHBIN He IOHMMAJT, HO BAPYT YBUIEN B Y-
Kax OJHOTrO M3 BOMHOB Xpama Jyllly MaBLIero yHcypa. XpamoB-
HMK TOIJIONIAJ ee TaK ke, Kak VIMop BeIcachIBas1 )KU3HEHHbBIE CHU-
JIbl U3 CBOUX kepTB. JleMOHMYecKast MPAKTUKA — TaK BbIPA3UIICA



TeMHbII KonayH. VI TyT e Ha yM npuiui cioBa benoil KpoBu o
TOM, 4TO OECCMEpPTHBIE HE MOTYT BJIafieTh KOIIoBCcTBOM. Ho, Kak
BUjieN DPK, 3TO HUUYTh HE MEIIAeT UM HaKalljMBaTh 3HAHUS U
nenuthest uMu. ['ota 0Oyuniia cBoux (paHATUKOB HE TOJILKO CUJIe
JleBbl cBETa, HO M KOE-4eMy HOBOMY.

— I'pemmiHo, HO 3(ppekTHBHO, Tak Beab? — mpodopMoTan Dp-
KeH, HaOmoas 3a TeM, Kak MUPYIOT XPaMOBHUKH.

Jlst DpKa Takke CTajo OTKPHITUEM, YTO OH HE MOXKET BUJIETD
JyIIIY MOCTIe TOTO, KaK OHU MOKU/IAIOT Tela. beccMepTHbIN 3ame-
YajJ B MEpTBELaX OCTATKH MPUCYTCTBUS WX AYII, HO He Oonee
Toro. Vckmovyenuem Obut b Papkiioy, ayia KOTOPOro Tak v
He MOKKHYJ1a MepTBoe Teso. [lomyyaercs, B3msg 6eccMepTHOTO
HE MOXET CMOTPETh IIIyOXke 0CA3aeMOro MUpA.

Bokpyr Hukoro. Ha mpucyTcTBrue XpaMOBHIKOB HUKTO HE pe-
arupoBall, a IONPOC YHCYPOB 3aBEPLIMIICS CMEPTHIO MOC/IEHUX.
SpK ¥ He COMHEBaJICs, 4TO OyneT Tak. beccMepTHBIN X0Ten city-
CTUThCS U y3HaTh y ['aMepuKa, 4To OH BBISICHWII, HO JIUJEP Xpa-
MOBHHKOB OYJTO IMPOYMTAT MBICJH IOHOIIN U KECTOM IMPUKa3al
€My OCTaBaThCsl B HeOe. DPKeH HAXMYPHUIICS, HO TIOMYUHIIICS.

[Moka 'amepuk Bce paccka3biBasl CBOUM, DPK KPYKUJ HaJl HU-
MU CJIOBHO MAJAITBIIIUK M CMOTPEJ 1o cTopoHaM. Bokpyr uucras
OeJr3Ha CHEXHOM ITyCTOIN 1 HU4ero Oonee. Eciu Ob1 XOTh KTO-
HUOYIb HaOJMI0AAM 32 XPaMOBHUKAaMU, DpKeH Obl 3aMETUJT €ro
CBOMM BTOpBIM 3peHreM. Bo BcskoM citydae, GeccMepTHBIN ObLT
B 9TOM yBEpeH.

BuesanHo ['amepuk mopan 3Hak DpKy, 1 OECCMEPTHBIN MTPU-



3emutiics. OcTaibHble XpaMOBHUKH BCTAJIA B CTPOW U OXKUJAIN
KOMAaH[bl.

— Yr0 BOKpYr Hac? — CpoCwJI JIMJEp BOMHOB Xpama.

— Ilycrora.

[amepuk KMBHYJ U IIPYMKAa3aJl CBOUM UJITH JaJlblile, IOC/e Ye-
0 MOBEPHYJICS K OECCMEPTHOMY.

— IycTh rpMOpa NEPEeKYCUT MOKa Mbl TOBOPHUM.

DpKEH KUBHYJ U MPUKa3aJ CBOEH MTULE MOJIAKOMUTHCS Te-
JIOM YHCYpa, a caM OTOIIEJI C XPaMOBHUKOB HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY.

— VHCypHI B cOl03€ ¢ HeKpoMaHTaMu, — cooOmmm ['amepuk. —
Te, KOro Mbl YOUsIu, 3aJIeN1 3/1eCh Ha OT/bIX, HO OHU HE BUJIEIN
TOro, KTo yoesxas u3 gopra.

— 3HauuT, TOT HEKPOMAHT MOIIEN APYTUM IyTeM, — MOHSLI
Ipk. — MHaye oH Obl Ipeaynpenit YHCYPOB.

— K 10oro-Boctoky orciofa ectb ropof. Tyaa Mel M OTIIpaBUMCH.

— Yeii ropon?

— Ecnu Beputh cioBam yHCypa, TOpojJ HE MpPUHAIJIEKUT
HEKPOMAaHTaM, OTHAKO 3TO HE 3HAYMUT, YTO UX TaM HeT.

— Bor u y3Haem.

— Iloneruis Brepeay, Kak 1 OOBIYHO.

['amepuk orHan cBoux, a DpK MOA0KIAI e1lle HEMHOTO, TTOKa
€ro rPUMOpPAa HACBITUTCS, U BHOBDb MTOJHSICA B BO3YX.

HyxHblli TOpos OecCMEpTHBIA OTHICKAT JOBOJBHO OBICTPO.
YrtoObl nosnieTaTh HaJ HUM, MPUILIOCHh MOJHATHCS BBIIIE, YTO-
Obl HU Y KOTO HE BO3HMKJIO KeJlaHWsI COUTh MTHILy U3 HACTEH-
HbIX apOasieToB. C OOJBIION BHICOTHI pa3inyaTh SHEPTHIO OBLIO



Tpy/Hee, HO OeCCMePTHBIN CyMell YBUIETh CJIE/Ibl TEMHBIX JIYII U
HECKOJIBKMX oOnagartesiell TAKOBBIX. B ropoae cpeiy ocTaibHbIX
JKUTeNel ObUIH U a[enThl TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB.

3aKOHUUB C pa3BeIKOI, DPK BEPHYJICS K XPAMOBHUKAM U 000
BCEM JIOJIOKUIT

— IIpumepHo neHs myTH, — 3akmour [amepuk. — YTto 66110
BUJIHO CBBICOKA?

DpKeH paccka3al O HECKOJIbKMX TeMHbIX. Bcero oH Hacum-
TaJl IeBATEPBIX. JIuep XpaMOBHUKOB MPU3aAyMaICs, TIOCIE Ye-
0 MOCMOTpEJT Ha OECCMEPTHOTO.

— ThI JIETKO HAXOUIIL HAIIKX BParoB. 51 Xody, 4YTOOBI THI CITY-
CTWJICSI M BOLIEJI B TOPOJ, C HAMM.

— Bac nyctar? — yrouHuI1 JpKeH.

— MpI nprKaxkem MMeHeM KOpOJIeBhl, — Oe3 KosieOaHui OTBe-
TWJI BOMH Xpama. — Ec/ii oHu OTKaxyTcsl, Mbl BOWIEM CaMHu.

— U Bce 310 paiy HECKOJIKUX TEMHBIX ?

— JKurtenu mycrouiend IO/KHBI 3HaTh, 4T0 y CeBepa HOBBII
npasuTtesb. Kpome 3Toro, HaM HyKHO CXBaTUTh TEMHBIX AJI51 J10-
npoca.

— Bul genanu tak B Octpe?

['amepuk KUBHYIL

— Hawm ynanock 4onpocuTh HECKOJIBKKX KOJIAYHOB, HO OHU HU-
Yero He 3HaJIM, a VX IJ1aBapb CKPBLICS, OCTABUB BMECTO ceOsl Iy-
CTBILLIKY.

DPKEH YCMEXHYJICS.

— 3HAYUT, KapJIuK eIle KUB.



— Kapnmuk?

DpK KpaTKo nepeckaszan ['amepuky Bce, YTo 3HaJl O FOCTIONHE
WBnuce. JIuaep BOMHOB Xpama, Kak M 0KHUJAJI0Ch, HE YAUBHUIICS.

[locne pasroBopa u pacniopsixeHui ot ['ameprka XxpaMOBHU-
KU MPOJOJIKIWIM NyTh. Kak M ckazan nuaep, BOWCKO JIOCTUITIO
ropoza 4yepe3 JieHb. JpKeH BHOBb MOJIETa Hajl TOPOJOM | yoe-
JUJICS], YTO TEMHBIE AYIIH €1lIe TaM, MOCJIe Yero BEpHYJICS U Clie-
HIUAJICS, YTOOBI JaJTbllie UTH BMECTe co BceMu. [ pumopa 1o npu-
Kazy 0ecCMEepTHOTO NIPUHSJIACH JIETaTh, B OKUIAHUM XO35MHA.

lamepuk nopenun cBou orpan. OOHMX OH OTIPABUJ OKPY-
’KUTh TOPOJI, YTOOBI HE JaTh HUKOMY YWTH, a OCTaJIbHbIE OTIIpa-
BWJIACH C HUM. Jlake Mo caMbIM CMeJTbIM MPUKUIKAM ropof Obul
HeOOJIBIIINM, Ha YeThIpe-TISATh COTeH kuTeseid. OKpYKUTh TAaKOW
ropoz ObUTO HE TPYIHO, YeM U 3aHSUTUCh XPAMOBHUKH.

OcrasibHble HaNpaBWIKCh K BOPOTaM M KOIJa MOAOILIH, Ha
CTeHe MoKa3aIuch cTpaxHUKU. [To nx 6G0poaaThM IMIIaM MOKXHO
OBbLJIO C YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, UTO OHU He YIUWBJIEHHL. Bectu
O HAYMHAIOIIEWCS] BOWHE PAaCHpOCTPAHSIOTCSI OBICTPO BMECTE C
TEMU, KTO OT Hee OEXKUT.

— lmeneM KOpoJieBbl IPUKA3bIBAIO BITYCTUTD HAC.

CrnoBa ['amepuka, kak nogymas pKeH, IpO3ByYald BbI3bIBA-
foue. HUKTO U3 cTpakHUKOB HE MOIIEBEIUIICS.

— Koposnessl? — nnepecripocui crapmmil. — Kakoi Takon Kopo-
JieBbl?

Cpeny cTpa)XHHUKOB MOCIBIIATIUCH CMEMIKHA. BouHbI BOCIpU-
HSUJIM 9TO Kak 11yTKy. B BoiiHy Ha CeBepe Ky/1a npoliie NOBEpUTb,



YeM B MPABJICHUE KEHILUHBI.

['ameprka peaklyss MECTHBIX HE CMYTHJIA.

— 41 He Oyny MOBTOPATH.

— Jlaxe eciu Tak, — OTBETUJI €My CTapIlIMid, — Halll TOPOJ, CTO-
UT B IycTolIax. XOuelllb KOMaH0BaTh, U1 BO BJIaJIEHUs CBOEH
KOPOJIEBBI M1 KOMAaHIy! TaM!

— Becb CeBep u ecTb B1aJieHHs1 KOPOJIEBbI, — OTBETHI [ amepuk
Y 1071271 CBOMM 3HaK.

Paznancs rpom. Dpka Ha MUT OCJIENUIIO BCIIBIIIKOW, U OH YK€
CTOSLI IO APYTYIO CTOPOHY BOPOT. CO BCEX CTOPOH Ha HUX B3UPa-
JIM CTPAKHUKM, HO HUKTO HE pelasics B3ATbCs 3a opyxkue. Kak
U 0XHJasl OeCCMEepTHBIN, HUKTO U He B3suics. [lemepHoe Mbirii-
JIeHUE JIETKO MpeayraaaTh. Thl OKa3bIBaCIb CUITY, M TeOs1 HAuu-
HAIOT CJIYILATh.

CrycTst HEeMHOTO BpEMEHH ToKaszasics riasa ropoaa. OH jiep-
’aJics yBEpEeHHO U CIIOKOMHO, ¥ rociie Hepourou Oecepl ¢ ['ame-
PUKOM pa3peli XpaMOBHIKAM OCMOTPETh TOpoil. DpKeH Oece-
Jly TIOYUTH CJIBIIIAJN, HO CYTh YJIOBWI. Jluiep XpaMOBHUKOB MOJIE-
JIWJT CBOUMX JIIOZIEW HA IPYNIbl U JaJl 33JaHKe 3aepKUBaTh BCEX
NOAI03PUTENIbHBIX. DpKa OH ompeaenny K Kpuie u ee noapy-
re, IMEHU KOTOpOW OecCMepTHBIN Tak W He y3Hal. Jliogu oueHb
HEJIOJITOBEYHBI, TIO9TOMY OECCMEPTHBIM 4acTO CUMTAJI, YTO HE
MMEET CMBIC/IA 3HATh UX UMeHa. XOTs, XpaMOBHUKH, Bpoje, 00-
Jiee KUBYYM, TaK YTO, MOXET, CTOMT U TIOMHTEPECOBATHCS.

B pacnopsokeHum [IByX XpaMOBHUI[ ObUIM TIJa3a pKa.
OcrayibHBIM, KaK MOJyMall OECCMEPTHBIN, MPUJIETCS UCTIONb30-



BaTh CBOU COOCTBEHHbBIE CHJIBI [JIsl OOHAPYKEHUsI TEMHBIX CIIYT.
OT NMOMOIIY MECTHOW CTPaKy BOMHBI XpaMa OTKa3aJIvCh, SIKOOBI,
yTOOBI HE TIO/IBepraTh KU3HM JIIOJIe u3nuiiHeil yrpose. Ha ca-
MoM ke Jiesie ['amepuk mpocTo He JOBepsil JKUTENISIM TOpoja.

DpKy ellle HUKOT/A He AOBOAUJIOCH 3aHUMATBCS TIONOOHBIM.
BwMmecte ¢ xpaMOBHUIIAaMU OH MPOCTO XOAWJ MO YJIHUIIAM U BbI-
cMaTpuBal JiIoOble ciiebl TeMHOM SHeprun. Kakue putyassl uc-
TNIOJIb30BAJIM OCTaJIbHBIE, OECCMEPTHBIN HE 3HAJ U HE TOPOITUIICS
cripamuBarsk. Jlyuiie OblI0 COCPEOTOUUTHCS HA 33/IaHHH.

MecTHbIe KUTEH, CpeIr KOTOPHIX OBUIO OOJIBIIIE JIONIEH, YeM
r'UOPHJIOB, CMOTPEJIH Ha YYKaKOB C OITACEHUEM, OCOOEHHO T0CIIe
TOro, Kak JIETKO Te MPeooJiesiu ropojckue Bopora. CTpakHUKU
MIOCTOSTHHO KPYTUJIMCh HETMOAJIEKY U MPUCMATPUBAJIH 32 TOCTSI-
MU, HO IM SIBHO OBLIO ITPUKA3aHO HE CBSI3BIBATHCS. DPKEH BHU-
MaTeJIbHO CMOTpEJI IO CTOPOHAM CBOMM BTOPBIM 3PEHHUEM, U JTI0-
I CUJIBHO MEHSUIUCH B JIMIAX, €CJIM BCTPEYATUCh C HUM B3IJIs-
JIOM.

—3/1ech ecThb U Ipyrue KOJIYHbI, — TUXO CKa3ajl 0eCCMEPTHBIM.

— Kak 1b1 y3Haenn»? — cnpocuia Kpuia.

— A Kak Thl y3Haelllb BOMHA, Cpe/I MPOCThIX Jofei? ¥V tex,
KTO Pa3BHBAET KOJJOBCKWE CWJIBI, Iy BHIJISAUT MHAYe. bo-
Jiee. .. CUJIbHBIMHU.

— Bort oHo uto. Kak cuuraelib, OHM OnacHsl AJ1s1 Hac?

BeccMmepTHBIN HEBOJIBHO YIBIOHYJICS yronkamu Ty0. JKeHiu-
HBI €ro NOHsIM U Oe3 oTBera. M3-3a roposa JOHECIUCh 3BYKHU
ynapoB MOTHUU. OHU OBICTPO MTPEKPATUIINCH, XOTSI MPO3BYYAIIH



MHorooOemaomie. Cpeau skuTenel MpoKaTUIOCh BOJHEHHE.

— Kro-10 monsitasncs coexarsb, — Tvxo nosiciuna Kpura.

— He Boimuio, — no6asuna ee nogpyra. — Kak MHe kaxercsl.

DpKEH yNOBWI CJIef ¥ Nojall 3Hak. Tpouiia cBepHyia B riepe-
YJIOK ¥ HampaBWJIach K MaccMBHOMY Jomy. Yem Onmxe momgxo-
11 OECCMEPTHBIN, TeM CHJIbHEe YepHeNa BHYTPH 3/IaHUs TyIla
HEKpOMaHTa. DPK CUMTAaJl, YTO o0JaaTesib ITOM AyIIU HE 3HAeT
O CIIOCOOHOCTSAX OecCMepTHOro, MHa4Ye OH Obl MOHSLI, YTO Mpsi-
TaTbCSl HET CMBICJIA.

— On BHyTpH? — yTounmia Kpuma. Dpk KUBHYI U JOOABIII:
C HUM ellle TPOe, HO OHU He U3 TEMHBIX.

Bropas xpamoBHuIIa ocTajiach cHapyxu. B mepeyike ObL10
0€3JI0IHO, T09TOMY HUKTO HE Masyni psIoM. DPKEHY CKa3au
00OMTH IOM M CIeuTh 3a ABepblo. Ecii HekpomaHT nonpoOyeTt
cOexarb, y Hero OyIeT BCero /iBa BbIXO/a: uepe3 IJIABHYIO JIBEPb,
KOTOPYIO CTEpPEeXET DPKEH, WM Yepe3 OKHA, BEIyILUE B Iepe-
YJIOK. DPKEH HE BOJIHOBAJICS, TaK KaK CUMTAJI, YTO JIETKO CyMe-
€T CKpPYTUTb HEKpoMaHTa. TOJbKO BOT CKPYTUTh KyJa CJI0XKHEe,
Hexenu youThb. TyT HyKHO JIeiCTBOBATh TOHBIIIE.

Kpuua nepeHeciace BHyTpb J0Ma, U OECCMEPTHBIN YBUEI,
KaK BHYTPH paclBesio 00J1ako YepHoi sHepruu. Kpuiia Ha Mrao-
BEHME UCUe3a, a U3 JIOMa, Yepe3 ABepb, NoBaIuau xurenu. Co
CTOPOHBI BTOPOM KEHIIUHbI pa3/ajics TPECK MOJHUHI U TYT ke
CMOJIK. Bummo, KTo-1o 1oMaHysics U yepe3 okHo. Ha Dpkena
BBIOEKAJIM ITPOCTHIE JKUTENH, & CAM HEKPOMAHT He MOKa3bIBAJICA
Ha r1a3za. beccmeptHblii HakoHen yBuaen Kpuily u ee noapyry.



Bunen xureneit noma.

[opokaHe mipu BUjie CITyYHMBIIETOCS CTATA YXOAWTH C YJIHIIBL,
a CTpaka B HaNpsDKEHUM HaOsofiana 3a mporcxoasammM. ['ame-
PUK MOSICHWJ IJIaBe TOpOJia, YTO OHU TYT JIOBST HEKPOMAHTOB U
TeMHBIX KOJIIyHOB. JIuiep BOMHOB XpaMa He CTaJl yTauBarh 3TO.
DpKeH OTYEro-To CYUTAJI, YTO OT MECTHOTO IJIaBhl YTaUBaTh Ta-
Koe He ObUTO U cMbicia. Kosu TBO# ropoj] HaXOIUTCS He Tak Ja-
JIEKO OT 3aXBaYEeHHBIX HEK POMAHTAMU MOCEJIEHUM, X MOsIBJIEHUE
B TBOMX BJIaJICHUSIX KpaiiHe BO3MOXHO. Kutenu atoro ropoaa,
CKOpee BCero, MpeObIBAIOT Mepe]] TEMHBIMU KOJIJTyHAMU TTOYTH B
TaKOM JKe OeCCHITUM, KaK U TIepe]l CITyraMu KOPOJICBBI.

UYepHblil IbIM BHYTPU paccesuicsi, U DpKeH YBUAEN MyCTON
JIOM, a T03aJIi Hero JiBa OeJbIX CUJTy3Ta, U OJVH TeMHBIH, Jie-
JKalUK Ha cHery. beccMepTHBI BEpHYJICA B NEPEYJIOK U yBH-
JieJ1 YeJIOBeKa, OJIETOro Kak rOpOJCKOH KUTeIb, HO €rO BblJaBajia
JyepHasi Ayllia, 3aTPOHYyTast U3y4eHueM TeMHbIX UcKyccTB. [Toce
y/1apa MOJTHHEH OT KOJITyHbH Xpama, TEMHBIN MOTePsiT CO3HAHUE.
Ha OTKpBITBIX y9acTKax ero tena, JpK BUEI 0XKOTH, HO YeTIOBEK
I10Ka €ele ObLI XKUB.

— Bupen, 4To OH NbITasCs BBIKUHYTH? — TYT ke cipocuia Kpu-
1a. — Jlyman oTpaBuTh MeHsI U TeX, KTO ObUI ¢ HUM B loMe. Beex
6e3 pazoopy. [Ipuiuiock 1eficTBOBaTh OBICTPO, UTOOBI MX CIIACTH.

— JIpiM Oy/TO BO3HUK U3 HUOTKY/IA, — OTBETHJI OECCMEPTHBIN.

— Tsl x0OpoI110 cripaBUIIaCh, — MOXBAINJIA BTOPasi XpPaMOBHHUIIA.

Kpwuiia nepeBepHysia HEKpOMaHTA U TIOJIOXKIIIA €My JIaZOHb Ha
7100. DpKeH yBUJIET, KaK B e pyKe cOOMpaeTcs SJHEPrusi, Kak OHa



MIPOHMKAET B TOJIOBY 3aXBAYEHHOTO KOJI/IYHA, U HA €r0 KOXe I0-
SIBJISIIOTCS pe3kue y30pbl. Korya xpamoBHHMIIa yopasia pyky, 100
HEKPOMAHTA YKpaIllaJl 3aMbICIOBATBI CHMBOJI, KOTOPBI OBICTPO
ucues, OyATo ero He ObLIO.

— Emy Oyner oueHb OOJIBHO, €CJTU OH 3aX0UeT MOKOJIJI0BATh, —
TIOSICHUJIA JKEHIIIHA.

Ee nmonpyra, TeM BpeMeHeM, PUKpbLJIa IJ1a3a, U 0eCCMEPTHBIN
YBUJEN, KaK B HUX cOOMpaeTcs KongoBcKas sHeprus. Korna xpa-
MOBHHUIIA pacriaxHy/ia BeKH, ee 171a3a ObLIM TOJHOCTHIO OEJIbIMU.
BeccMmepTHBIT OBICTPO TIOHSIT, YTO ITO 3HAYMT.

— Bl Moxete Tak ke?! [louemy Bbl HE CKa3aiu, YTO yMeeTe
Tak xe?!

— o 3TOro0 Be/ib HETPYAHO AOMYMAThCS, — HEBUHHO OTBETHIIA
JKEHINHA.

— Temuble KOJNAYHBI, BPOJIE TBOETO JIPYKKA, YMEIOT UyBCTBO-
BaTh PSJIOM UYKYIO SHEpruio, — HanoMHuIa Kpuiia. — Mel cusib-
Hee ¥ MOKeM OoJIbIIIe.

— lNamepuk He XOoueT pacKphIBaTh Mepes] TOOO! Bee KapThl, HO
ThI Be/Ib HAIll COIO3HUK.

— He oropuaiics, — msrko go6asunia Kpuiia, — Thl Bce paBHO
OCOOEHHBIN.

— Jla unute Bbl! — DpK MaxHys pykod. OH HE CIMIIKOM-TO
¥ 3]IWJICS HA XPaMOBHHUII, OTHAKO B €rO TOJIOBE MOSIBHIIUCH MBIC-
JI O TOM, YTO OeccMepTHbIe, BEPOSITHO, HE HACTOJIBKO M CHUJIb-
HBI, pa3 YeJIOBEK, BOOPYKEHHbIM 3HAHUSIMU IPHUJIAH, CIIOCOOEH
HUYYTh He OTCTaBaTh. Pazymeercs, DpkeH ObLI elie MOJIO, HO U



XPAMOBHHUKM M3y4aloT chily JIeBbl CBETa HE Tak JaBHO. Bcee eme
BIIEpE/IM U BO3MOXHO OJHAX/bl DPKEH OCO3HAET, YTO B MHUpeE
MIOJIHBIM-TIOJTHO CYILIECTB CUJIbHEE €TO0.

XpaMOBHUMKM IPOBEJIM B rOpofie ele OKOJIO Yaca. 3a 3TO
BpeMsI OHM CyMeJIH NIEPEJIOBUTh BCEX TEMHBIX KOJIIYHOB, KOTO-
PBIX CMOTJI OOHAPYKUTb. Tpoe MOMBITATINCH COeKaTh, HO OKPY-
’KUBIIME TOPOJ BOMHBI XpaMa MPECceKM 3T MONbITKU. Boe
noru6Gnu. OfHOro CXBaTWiIM XUBBIM. B camom ropope ynanochk
B3ATh )KMBbEM MATEPBIX U3 I1ecTH. [llecThiM OKa3asics TOT cCaMblii
HeKpoMmaHT u3 ¢opra. Tena MOrudmMX penim CXedb, YTOObI
OHH He BOCKPEC/IM B BUJIE JIMYE UM ellle Kakoi ApssHU. OcTasb-
HbIX ['amepuk mprkasas BBIBECTH 3a TOpOJL, YTOOBI OoJiee He J0-
CTaBJISITh TOPOKAHAM HeyaoOcTBa. JlonpoCuTh IIEHHUKOB MOJK-
HO M CpeJy MyCTOILH.

— Co cTOpOHBI IIaBbI TOpOAa OBLIO OYEHB JTI0OE3HO TTO3BOJIUTH
HaM yCTPOMTb BCE 3TO, — MOAMETHI DPKEH, KOra ropoj yxe
OCTaJICs 32 CIIMHOM.

— A TBI OXUAAN, 4TO OyAeT conpoTuieHue? — cripocuna Kpu-
1a.

— B Hareil ctpane KoioBCTBO HAOUpPAeT Bee OOJBILYIO CUITY
U BJIMsIHUE, — N0OaBWIa ee noapyra. — HeKpoMaHThl U TeMHBbIE
KOJI1yHbl JOBOJIbHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBI, HO MbI [TIOKA YTO CHJIbHEE
ux. [IpocThIM JTI05IM HE XOUYETCsl CBA3BIBATHCS C TAKUMU KaK MB.

— MBblI Besib Ha TEPPUTOPUM HEKPOMAHTOB pa3Be HeT? — CIpo-
cu1 DpK. KeHIMHBI OTHOBPEMEHHO KMBHYJIM, YTO MOKA3aJI0Ch
6eccMepTHOMY 3a0aBHBIM. — Pa3 Tak, TO modyemMy HEKpOMAaHTHI



ocraBuiv 310T ropof? [loueMy He MpeBpaTUIM €ro XKUTeien B
HEXUTh, & CaMO IIOCEJIEHUE B KPETIOCTh?

— 3auem? — He noHsu1a Kpuna, nepenisiHysach ¢ NOAPYron U
MOHMMAIONIE KUBHYJIa. — BOT Thl 0 YeM. MepTBble, Kak HU CTpaH-
HO, JIENAI0TCs U3 KUBbIX. Eci HeKpomMaHThI OyayT npeBpaliaTh
B HEXKUTb BCEX, KOTO BUIAT, TO 3TUM OHH CAEJAIOT CBOE BOWCKO
OO0JIBILIMM, HO OrpaHUYeHHbIM. HexxuTh KOHEYHa, MOTOMY 4TO
OHa He pa3MHoxaeTcs. ['opoga Bpoae 3Toro, — KeHIIUHA KUBHY-
7a ce0e 3a CIMHY, — YTO-TO Bpofie pe3epsa. JKutenu yMupamor u
CTAQHOBSAITCS CJIyTaMM HEKPOMAaHTOB, @ HA CMEHY YMEpILUX POX-
JAl0TCS1 HOBBIE.

— Jla 310 (pbepma Kakasi-To, — OTBETUI DPK.

— Yro-T0 Bpoge. Ho ckopo Huuero takoro He ocraHercsi. Mbl
BBIYMCTUM CTPaHy OT 3TOU 3apasbl.

[11eHHbIX HEKPOMAHTOB OTBEJIM JOCTATOYHO JAJIEKO U Pa3b-
€IMHWIN, YTOObl OHM HUKAK HE MO OOIIaThCs. DpPKEH He
y4acTBOBAJI B JIONPOCE U JJa)kKe HE MPUCYTCTBOBAJ psiioM. ['ame-
PYIK BHOBDB OTIIPABUII €T0O B BO3/YX, YTOOBI OECCMEPTHBIN CIICANIT
32 MECTHOCTBIO C BBICOTBI. DPK, XOTh U HEXOTsI, HO OTYMHHUIICS.
Emy B J11000M cllyyae BCe pacCcKaxyT MOTOM.

XOTb DPK U HE CJIBIIIAJ CAMUX JOMPOCOB, OH MOT BCE BU/ETD.
XPpaMOBHUKH MPUMEHSJIM MOJTHUY U KIJIM TUIOTh TEMHBIX 30J10-
ThIM cBeTOM. CIyCTsl KaKOe-TO BpeMsl, TBOUX KOJAYHOB COXKIJIN
COBCEM, M 3TO HE MOIJIM HE YBUJETh OCTaJIbHBIE. DPKY XOTEJIOCh
MOCITYIIIATh TIPOUCXOJISIINEE, TIOITOMY OH CHU3WJICS, YTOOBI pa3-
mryath croBa. Ero ciayx ObUT Kyaa JTydlnie 4eJoBeYecKOro, YTo



Urpajio Ha PyKy.

BeccMmepTHBI y3Hau, YTO MJIEHHUKHM MOJTYAJIM U30 BCEX CHUIL
Uto HY rOBOPH, 2 3HAHUSI TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB ITOMOTaJIM UM TOpa3-
JI0 JIyyllie epeHoCUThb 001b. IIpocThIM JI0/1sIM Takoe He Mof CH-
sy. O1HaKO MBITKY ObUTH JIUIIb nipestioaueit. Cpeay XpaMOBHU-
KOB OBUT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIH MOIXOAW K KaXKJIOMY U3 TEMHBIX U
MIPYKJIAJIBIBAT JIAJJOHU K €r0 rojioBe. PKY ITOT My KUMHA HATTOM-
HWI crapuka Xasarta. Ctapblil ruOpU] TOKE yMes YATaTh MBICIIH.

Ecnu 6eccMepTHBIN BCe MOHSUT BEPHO, MIBITKU ObUTH HYKHBI,
9TOOBI OCIAOUThH TUIEHHUKOB, M3MOTATh UX. B MOy TpymHOM cO-
CTOSTHUM HEKPOMAHTHI MPAKTUYECKU HE MOIJIA COMPOTUBIISATHCS
YTEHHWIO MBIC/IEH, YTO MO3BOJISIO UTelly TPOHUKHYTDH TIIyOiKe B
gy:koi pa3ym. [Tocye Toro Kak uTell 3akaHIMBaJl, TNICHHUKA TTpe-
JaBajivi OOpsIAy OUMINCHUSI, TO €CTh CKUTAIA TaKUM 00pa3oM,
YTOOBI €70 OCTAaHKM HE CMOIJIM BO3POJUTHCS.

Ha Bce npo Bce ynuio MeHblIe yaca. DpKy MOKa3aaoch, 4To y
XPaMOBHHUKOB €CTh HEMAJIbIA OTIBIT B TAKKX JIeJIaX, U Tenepb Oec-
CMEepTHBIN kJiaJ, Koraa ['aMepuk mo3oBeT ero, 4roObl Bce pac-
CKa3aTb. DPKEeHY He HPaBUJIOCh 000 BCEM Y3HaBaTh MOCJIETHUM,
HO K 9TOMY MOKHO ObLIO IPUBBIKHYTh.

Korga Bce TuileHHUKM ObLTM OYMINIEHBbI, X PAMOBHUKH CTaJIA
cobuparbcs B mmyTh. VIX Juziep mogo3Bain Dpka, u OecCMEepTHBIN
NPU3EMJIWICS PSAOM C HUM.

— J1ns1 Toro, 4ToOBl Y3HATh XOTh YTO-TO TMOJIE3HOE, HAM HaJlo
OBl 3aXBaTUTh KOTO TIOCEphe3Hee ITOU MesouM, — Hadan [ame-
PUK, — HO U 9TU YepBU KOoe-uTo 3Hamu. Clyxu.



— Hy, X0Tb 4TO-TO, — OTBETUJT OECCMEPTHBIN.

— HexkpoMaHTBI TOTOBAT HaM JIOBYIIIKY, — cKa3as I 'amepuk, —
HO TUICHHUKY He 3HaJM MoipoOHocTell. HeKpoMaHTBl 0CBOOOK-
AaioT ropozia. OCTaByIAIOT TaM HEKUTh M TAPOUKY HabmoaaTenei
UX T€X, KOTO HE KaJIKO.

— YToOBI 3a1€pKaTh HAC, — MOHSUT DPK.

— Nmenno. bexare U3 crpanbl OHU HE HaMepeHsl. boree Toro,
TEMHBIE TOTOBSAT YTO-TO CEPbE3HOE.

— U kakoB miaH? — Crpocui O€CCMEPTHBIM.

— [Iponomxkats myTh, — oTBeTHI ['amepuk. — TyT 6e3 n3meHe-
Huil. [Ipogonkai ciennuTs 3a BCEM C BBICOTHI.

— Bbl 1 63 MeHs1 MOXeTe BbICJIEKUBATh TEMHBIX, — OTIOMHUJI-
cs1 DpKeH. — S BUzIeN rjia3a OIHON U3 TBOMX.

— Bot oHo kak, — mpobopmotan ['amepuk. — [lymasn, Tol 3Ha-
elllb.

— la otkyna? — yausuiicst DpkeH. — Uto eitie Bbl MokeTe? Mo-
KET, 51 BAM U HE HYKEH BOBCE.

— 41 1 He roBopuI1, 4TO HYyXeH, — oTBeTWI ['amepuk. — Ho ko-
poJieBa AyMaeT MHaue, a €€ CJIOBO — 3aKOH.



I'naBa 5

Ha paccBere uetBepTOro Hsi OecCMEpTHBI YBHUJEI C BBICO-
ThI ITUYBETO MoJIeTa ropoy Brepeau. OHOro B3MUI1a U3MEHEH-
HBIM 3pEHHMEM XBaTUJIO DPKY, YTOOBI Pa3IMUUTh TEMHYIO SHEp-
ruio. OHa ObUTa XOpOIIO BUAHA U BblJaBajia MPUHAJIEKHOCTD
oburaresneil kK TeMHOMY MyTH.

DpkeH pacckazan 00 3tom ['amepuky, 1 IMIep XpaMOBHUKOB
OCTaHOBWJI OTpsil. BonHBl Xpama coOpaymch Tak, 4TOOBI CIIbI-
IaTh pevb CBOETO IpeaBoauTess. beccmepTHelil nepikaiics mo-
ommke kK Kputie v ee moapyre, uMst KOTOpOi OH BCE-TaKU y3HAJL.
Kennmny 38anu JIus, u onu ¢ Kpurieii Obuv He TONBKO TOAPY-
ramu. DpK JepKaJicsl TUX KEHILIUH, [IOTOMY 4TO 3a BCE BpeMs
COBMECTHOTI'O ITyTH He y3HaJl Oosbliie HUKOro. Mo:xHO ObLIO jiep-
Karbcs ['aMepuka, HO 9TOT YeJIOBEK He CJIMIIKOM HpaBuiics Oec-
CMEpPTHOMY.

— Mor 6Bl cam cO BCeM CIPaBUTHCS, VI LEJbIA TOPOL TSt
TeOs1 cuikoM? — 6e337100H0 cripocuia JIuB.

DpKEH HE ycres OTBETUTD, TOTOMY UTO ['amepHk B3I CII0BO.

— INocTynmMm, Kak U Bcerja: criepsa pa3BeiaéM MECTHOCTb BO-
KPYT, TIOCJIE Yero mpoobemMcs B TOPOL.

— Bbl umenHo Tak B3si OcTpy? — B TOHE DpKa MPO3BYyYAJIO
Hegosepue. [11aH XpaMOBHUKA Ka3aJICsl OYEHb YK MPOCTBIM.

— 3emutsa BOKpyr OcTpsl Obl1a OCKBEpHEHa, — oTBeTI ["ame-
PUK, — MBI CHSUTY TIOPYY M XOTEJIM 3aHATHCS 3aIUTHBIM KYIIOJIOM,



HO €ro, MO-BUIUMOMY, CHSIJI CaM BEPXOBHBIN KOJIIYH.

— A Hexutb? CHapyxu ObLIO MOJTHO MEPTBEIOB.

— A 4ro HexuTh? — He noHsu1a Kpuia. — Xozasiane MepTBerist
JUIsl HAC HE OMAacCHBI.

— Kak 1 G0/BIIMHCTBO TEMHBIX KOJITYHOB, — JIOTIOTHUIA JIUB.

MeHsTb MIaH HUKTO HE CTall, KaK HUKTO U He criopuJ ¢ [ame-
pukoM. [Io roposia HECKOJIBKO 4acoB MyTH, M OTPSIJT ABUHYJICS B
MyTh. DPK JIeTall HaJl XPaMOBHUKAMHU U CJIE/IIT 32 U3MEHEHUSIMU
Briepenu. Eciy KTo-TO B Topojie pemmT COTBOPUTH JOCTATOUHO
OOMBITIOE ¥ CHIIBHOE KOJIZIOBCTBO, OECCMEPTHBIN HAJEsIICS YBU-
nethb 310. Takske OeccMepTHOMY OBLIO JIIOOOTBITHO KaK OTpearu-
pyet 'amepuk, ecinu rpumopa HaraJuT Ha Hero cBepxy. [IpoBe-
pATh 3T0 OeccMepTHBIH He ctaul. I1laHChl 3a/1eTh OCTaIbHBIX ObI-
m BenmKu. Y BooO11ie, HaBepHOe, CTPAHHO TyMaTh O TAKOM T1e-
pen 6oem. Hameuasnoch mepBoe B KU3HU OECCMEPTHOTO B3SITHE
MIOJIHOLIEHHOTO BPaKECKOTO ropojia. DTo AajIeKO He TO ke caMoe,
9TO 3aXBaT HEOOJNBIIOTO (POPTA, XOTS DPKEH M HE UCIIBITHIBAI
0c000ro BOJTHEHUSI.

XpaMOBHMKH TOAONUIM K TOPOAY YyTh OOJIbIIE YeM COTHIO
MeTpoB. C Takoro pacctosiHusi OOJILIIMHCTBO BOMHOB Xpama
MOTIJIA MCTIOIb30BaTh CBOM 3aKJIMHAHUS B CITyyae HYXIbl. DpKeH
CTIETITMJICST U CMOTPEJ Ha MpavYHble TOPOACKUE CTEHBI, BUIIS BTO-
PbIM 3peHHEM KITyOSIIIIUICS YEePHBIN IbIM, OKYTHIBAIOIIUN BECh
ropofl. 3a 3Tol MpavYHOM aypoit ObIJIO HEMPOCTO PABTUIUTH OO-
Jlee MeJIKMe SMaHaIK, HO OECCMEPTHBIN CTapaTeIbHO BCMATpH-
BAJICS, XOTh U 3HAJ Telepb, YTO XPAMOBHHUKHM TOXKE OONAIAi0T



JPYTUM 3PEHUEM.

— Hac 3amerwnu, — nonoxuna Jlus.

— a, u yxe gaBHo, — no6aBuia Kpura.

— MecTHOCTb BOKPYT TrOpoja He MPOKJIATA, — BCTABUIJI DPKEH.

— MepTBeloB pUMepHO MOJICOTHU, — TPOU3HEC HE3HAKOMBII
DPKy XpaMOBHUK. — TONBKO ¢ BUAUMOW CTOPOHBI.

— Hawm 3t10 He BaxHO, — otBeTmia Kpuiia. — Mbl He cobupa-
€MCs C HUMU APaThCS.

— Yro B camom ropone? — cpocui ['amepuk y 6eccmepTHO-
r0. — MoXeT, Thl BUUIIL OOJIbIIIE HAIIETO.

— Bech ropoa u3HyTpu HamoyiHeH TbMOM. TpyaHO 4TO-1MO0
pa3IAYUTh.

— Kak Torna, B nome, — HanomHui1a Kpuna.

— Ecim 310 3akimHaHue, Mbl €ro passeem, — l'amepuk Io-
JlaJ1 3HaK HECKOJIbKUM XpaMOBHUKaM. Bcero BMecTe ¢ inaepoM
HaOpaJoCh IECSTh YENOBEK, 1 OHU BMECTe MPUHSIIUCh TBOPUTD
KOJIZIOBCTBO.

CriycTsi HECKOJIBKO JOJITMX CEKYHJ DPKEH YBHUIEN 30JI0TH-
CTBHIV CBETSIIMIACS IIap HaJ rojioBaMHu 00eBbIX MaroB. CJIOBHO
1apoBasi MOJIHUSI, OH IJIABHO U JJOBOJIbHO OBICTPO IOJIETeN B CTO-
POHY ropojia ¥ Bpe3aJicsl B 3aILMTHBIN KYIIOJ, MPOsIBUBLIMICS B
MOMEHT CTOJIKHOBeHHUs1. Kymoun paccesiicsi, HO Ha ero Mecre TyT
€ BO3HUK €lIe O/IUH.

— Xoporo, — mpousHec ['amepuk. — Mbl TOJIBKO 4TO yOeau-
JIUCh, YTO B TOPOJIE €CTb KOJIAYHBI.

DPpKeH, pa3yMeercs, MOHMMAJ, YTO ThMa, 3aBOJIAKMBAKOUIast



rOpoj1, Hy’KHa JIJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI JIMIIIUTh XPAMOBHUKOB 0030pa.
Kak ¢usmnyeckoro, Tak 1 marudeckoro. [laxe DpKy ¢ ero uyuo
r1a3aMu ObLIO TPYAHO YTO-JMOO paccMoTpeTh. UYTo Xk, Jake Ha
€ro BTOpO€ 3peHue Haluiach yrnpasa. OQHaKo y BOMHOB Xpama
HUYTO HE BBI3BIBAIO PACTEPSHHOCTH. ['amepuk coOpasl BOKpYr
ceOs1 erlle HECKOJILKO TIOYUHEHHBIX, U OHM BMECTe CTaJI TOTO-
BUTh HOBBIE 3aKJIMHAHUSI.

Tenepb BMECTO OJHOI'O 30JIOTUCTOTO LIapa B TOPOJ] YCTPEMMU-
nock Tpu. [lepBrIil Bpe3asics B 3alIUTHBINA Oapbep 1 pa3Besis ero,
a BTOPOW ¥ TPETUI B30PBAJIM TOYHbIE MOMAIaHUSI TEMHBIX CTYCT-
KOB. IPK, B IIIyTKY, XOTeJI ObLJIO MPEJIOKUTH OTITPABUTH YEThIPE
11apa, Ho 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha MeCTe pa3pylIeHHOro 0apbepa He To-
POIUTCS MOSIBISATHCS HOBBIN.

— OHM Tam BBIJOXJIUCH YTO JIA? — COPOCUIT DPK.

— Ara, — orBetuiia Kpuna. — HakpbITh ropoj 3aiMTHeIM 3a-
KJIMHAHWEM U TIOIIEP)KUBATh €0 JOPOrOro CTOMT.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO BHYTPU HET CUIIbHBIX MMPOTUBHUKOB, — C
JIETKOM J1I0Ca/I0M B TOJIOCE MPOU3HEC OAWH U3 BOMHOB Xpama.

— Ho oHu Bce eliie He XOTSAT MOKa3bIBaTh HAM, UTO 32 CTEHAMMU.

— Jlymalo, y HUX NpUKa3 JEpXKaTbCsl CTOJBKO, CKOJIBKO CMO-
IyT, — cKazaji [‘amepuk. — B moOom cityyae, TSHyTh MHE HaJI0eJIo.

Jlunep XpaMOBHUKOB MO 3HAK, U €0 BOUHBI CTaJIU MPU-
ONMKaThCsl K TOPOMY. DPKEH OCTAaBWJI IPUMOPY MO3aAW U IIel
BMecTe co BceMu. beccmepTHOMY ObLITO MPUSATHO OIIyHIaTh cedst
B CTPOIO, Cpeliu APYTMX BOMHOB. YyBCTBOBATH Ce0s1 YaCThIO 1ie-
JI0r0. DTO MOBBIIIATIO YBEPEHHOCTh B COOCTBEHHBIX CHJIAX.



Korga xpaMOBHUKY MOIONUIA METPOB HA MATHAECAT, U3 CHE-
ra BBIPOCIT MEPTBbIE OXPaHHHUKH roposa. Hexuts moBanmia Ha
Jy’KaKoB, HO ['aMepuK 1mojian ouepeHor 3HaK 1 BCe BOMHBI Xpa-
Ma, BMecTe ¢ OeCCMEpPTHBIM, MEPEMECTHIIMCh 32 CTEHbI TOPOJA.
DpKeHa yxke MPUBBIYHO OCJIETIMIIO HA MUT, a MOCJIe OH OKa3aJICs
B TIOJIHOM ThM€, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO HE BUET HUYETO Jake CBOMM
BTOPBIM 3PEHHEM.

lamepuk ckomangoBan «IIuT», U HECKOIBKO XPAMOBHHUKOB
HAKPBUIA OTPSIT 3AIUTHBIM 3aKJIMHAHUEM. OHO CHSIIO 30JI0TH-
CTBIM CBETOM, CJIeTKa Pa3roHsisi TbMy BOKpYT. CiieioM 3a IUTOM
XPaMOBHUKHU BHOBb CO3/IJI OJIUH U3 30JIOTHCTHIX ITIAPOB U BhI-
nyctuim ero B HeOo. Illap B3opBasicss Haj rojnoBamu y JIOEH,
OUYHMCTHB MECTHOCTb BOKPYT OT TbMBI, KaK €ClIi Obl Pe3KUHl T0-
PBIB BETpa CILyJT CTOSIIIMI B BO3/AYXE JIBIM.

BeccMepTHBIN yBUIET BOKPYT ceOsl yHBUIbIE YIHIIBI U 3a0pO-
IIEHHbIE IOMA, B KOTOPbIX MOMKUIAIN BOCCTABIIINE MEPTBEIIBL.
CrycTsi HECKOJTBKO MTHOBEHUI HEXWTh XJIbIHYJIA Ha JIIOIEH CO
BCEX CTOpPOH, ¥ OOEBbIe KOJAYHBI MPUHSIA O0W. BOMBIMHCTBO
MEpTBEIOB CKHUTajJoCh HA PACCTOSIHUM, a JApYTve HaleTalnud Ha
3alUTHBIN Oapbep, Cropasiu U NaJaiu, yIoKoeHHble HaBeKku. Bo
BCEM 3TOM ITPEJICTaBJICHNH SIBHO He OBLIO MeCTO OMkKHeMY 0010,
Ha KOTOPBIN paCCUMTBIBAT OECCMEPTHBIN. DPKY KYTKO XOTEIOCh
BOPBAThCS B TOJITY MEPTBEIOB U OPYyOUTh UX, HO ['ameprk He
OT/IaBaJI TAKOTO MPHKa3a, IO3TOMY OeCCMEpPTHBIN COCPEIOTOUEH-
HO OXMJAJI C KOCOM B PyKax, Jia ¥ JIOKPUYAThCS JIO JIUIepa Xpa-
MOBHHKOB OBUIO HEBO3MOKHO CKBO3b I'POXOT MOJIHHI.



Bokpyr 30J10THCTOr0 3aIIUTHOTO KYTOJa X pPAMOBHUKOB JIeXKa-
JM yXe AecsATKH Tel. HexuTs mpomomkana neperb, U TyT Oec-
CMEpTHBIN yBUZIEN, KaK [ aMepHK Moji3piBaeT ero K cede. IpK TyT
e TOCTIeIIWII, ¥ JIMJeP XPAMOBHUKOB KPUKHYJI EMY B YXO: OTbI-
MM KOJIAYHOB U CXBaTH UX ! — DpKeH KUBHYJ U OPOCUJICS BOH U3-
TIOJ] 3aIUTHI custioniero 6apeepa. bpocuics ve on oguH. Kpome
6eccMepTHOTrO ["ameprk mocian ere HECKOJBKUX CBOMX JIIOZIEH,
9YTOOBI OHU CITPABUIIUCH ObicTpee. DpkeH yBuaea Kpuity. Ona To-
xe Obuta cpequ HUX. FOHoma momuun HamyTcTBUe Benoi kpo-
BU cliefoBath 3a Kpuiieit cCkBo3b OrOHb BOMHBI, HO cerldac Oec-
CMEPTHBIN TIPETIoYUe 3aHUMAThCSI CBOUM JIEJIOM.

Kpome Dpka 3aaHue cXxBaTUTh KOJIIYHOB MOTYYHIIH ellie ce-
Mepo. OHM pa30exanuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, B3sIB ceOe Ha I0-
MCKH TI0 YaCTH ropoaa. DpKeH OpOCHIICs MpsIMO HA 10T OT Me-
CTa, T/ie OCTaJIbHbIE XPAMOBHUKY C/IEP)KUBAN BOMCKO MepTBe-
1oB. Ha BuJI, X ObUTH COTHU, U BCSI 9Ta HEKUTh HUUYETO HEe MOT-
Jla cenaTh HECKOJIbKUM JiecsITKaM OoeBbIX MaroB. HekpomaH-
THI IIEAPO TUIATHIIM CBOMMH MEPTBBIMH MapHOHETKAMH, YTOOBI
cIepkaTh BOMHOB Xpama, a DpKeH HaJesuiCsl, YTO BIEPEAr ero
BCe-Taku OyIeT kJaTh XOTsI Obl OTYACTH JOCTOMHBIN IPOTUBHUK.

BeccmepTHbI BCTynuil B OOM, €/1Ba MOKWUHYB 3alIUTHBIN Oa-
pbep XpaMOBHHKOB. KoJIyHbI KOJIIyHaMu, HO IPOPHIBATHCS KY-
na-mbo 6e3 00sl IeNIo CKyYHOe M YHBLTIOE. DPK Bpaliasl CBO-
eil Kocoil, pa3py0Oasi MPOTUBHUKOB BOKPYT. JIe3Bue 11BeTa KpoBU
0e3ymnpevHo pacceKasio IIoTh ¥ KocTu. HexuTh magasna moj Ho-
v OECCMEPTHOTO IEBESIIIMMUCS YaCTIMHU. DPK HACTyNal Ha



HUX U JIBUTQJICS AAJIbILIE, [JISI/IS1 BOKPYT BTOPbIM 3PEHUEM.

Co Bcex CTOpPOH HACTYIAJIM MEPTBEIbI C KITyOsIIencs: BHYT-
pu UX Tes TeMHou 3Heprueit. Korna 6eccMepTHbIl pa3pyoa ux,
SHEeprusi HAYMHaJa BBIXOIUTh U3 UX PaH, Kak JAbIM uepe3 ¢dop-
TOYKY. 3a CIIMHOU IPOXOTaJIM MOJHUHU, U MOJIBIXAJIO 30510T0. Ce-
TOHS, B 3TO YTPO, B 3TOM MEPTBOM Tropojie Oy/ITO B30IUIO Ha-
cTosiIiee COJIHIIE.

DpK cpa3uil yxe OoJbllie JecsTKa BparoB. MepTelsl nepiu
BIIepe], HO OECCMepTHBIH YKe BUe] UX KoHell. 3HaHus benoi
KPOBU CUJIBHO MPOABUHYJM XPAMOBHUKOB, BO3BBICUB HaJl TEM-
HBIMM KOJITyHAaMHM M HEKPOMaHTaMU. DpKeH OOEpHYJICS, YTOOBI
yOeIUThCs1, YTO 30JI0TUCTBIN IIIUT X PAMOBHUKOB elile cTouT. [lox
HATUCKOM HEXWTHU OH OOPYIIMJICS, HO OTBETCTBEHHbIE 32 HETO
XPaMOBHMKH CO3[aJId HOBBIM, OTTECHUB HAMMPAIOIIUX MEPTBE-
1OB.

DpK Hauan npoOUBaThes Aanbiie. B Hem 3aurpan a3apr, u xe-
nanue odouti Kpuity. Ee Benb Toxke rmociany uckath KOJIIyHOB,
U OeCCMepTHBI XOTeNl yIpaBUThCS ObicTpee. lymass 00 3ToM,
DpKeH pemmi, 4yTo OyeT OOMIHO, eCid B TOPOJE BCEro OMH
HEKPOMAHT, J1a ¥ TOT HAXOIUTCSI HE B TOM CTOPOHE, Ky/la OeXUT
OeccMepTHBIN.

3apyOuB ele JBOMX MEpTBEIOB, JPK OTHICKAT B3MJISIOM
Kpuity u octaibHbIX. X paMOBHUKH MPOABUTAIIUCH ObICTpee Oec-
CMEPTHOI'O 32 CUET COCOOHOCTUM MTHOBEHHO MepeMeliaTbCs U
TIO/IABJISIONIEN KOJIOBCKOW MoIU. B To BpeMsi Kak OeccmepT-
HBII pyOMJI HEXUTh KOCOW, BOMHBI XPAMOB CXHIaM UX TIO



HECKOJIBKY cpa3y. [TomMeTuB 310, DpK pelms OCTaBUTh HEKUTh
B MOKOE M COCPEHIOTOUYMTCS] Ha CBOEM 3aJaHur. Y OeccMepTHO-
r0o JJaXe MOSIBUJIACH MBIC/b, YTO ['aMeprK HApOYHO MOCIAj €ro
YICKaTh HEKPOMAHTOB MapaJUIE/IbHO JPYyTrMM XpaMOBHHUKaM. Bo3-
MOKHO, OH XOU€T [TPOBEPHTH, KTO cripaBuTcs ObicTpee. Ecim Tak,
DPK HE MOT YJapuTh B I'PA3b JIALIOM.

YTtoObl HE TPaTUTh BpeMsi HA BOCCTAaBIIMX MEPTBEIIOB, Oec-
CMEPTHBII B300pasics Ha KPbILly OJMKaiIIero 1oMa 1 pUHsIICS
OexaTb, epernphiruBas ¢ KpbIly Ha Kpsiiny. Hesxxuts nopoii na-
e He oOpalana Ha Hero BHUMaHus. Y DpKa BAPYT MOSBIIACH
MBIC]Tb, YTO BCS 9T OETOTHS BITYCTYIO, M B TOPOZIE YK€ HUKOTO
HeT. beccMepTHblil BcrioMHWI, Kak VIMOp HaTpaBuil Ha HEro u
dapkiioy HEXUTh, a cam cOexain. Pa3 Imop Tak cymern, To Ha-
CTOAIIIEMY HEKPOMaHTY 1 BOBCE He 00s13aTeIbHO HAXOAUTHCS Psi-
JIOM CO CBOMMM ci1yramu. JIoCTaTOYHO OTAATh PUKa3 U J1aTh Ae-
py. Bo3amoxHO, eciiu B 3T0M ropoje v ObUIM HEKPOMAHTBI, OHU
cOexaJii, Kak TOJIbKO XpPaMOBHMKM BolUIM B ropon. Ecnu Tak,
MCKaTh WX CPEIY 9THUX 3aMyIIEHHBIX JOMOB HEe OBUIO HUKAKOTO
CMBICTIA.

BeccmepTHBIN yke ycren pa3o4apoBaThCs B 3TOM CPaXeHUHU,
Kak BIpYT yCc/bILIaJ cieBa yaap rpoma. bpocus B3 B To me-
CTO, DPKeH yBUAET OCNbIii CHIIy9T XPAaMOBHUKA, OKDPYKEHHBIH
JBIMYATOM YEepHOTOM. benas MonHusA mpoH3WiIa ABYX3TaXHbIA
JOM, Y HaJl HU3KAMU KpPbIIIAMHU IIPOHECCS ONIYILIATENBHBIN IPO-
x0T. OJJH 13 XpaMOBHHUKOB BCTYIHJI B OO¥ C TEMHBIM KOJIZTyHOM,
a 9TO O3HAYAET, YTO KaK MMHAMYM OJWH TEMHbIA MPUCITYKHHUK



ocraJics moBoeBarthb. 1 6eccMepTHBIN He 3aMeTHT ero. Bo3moxk-
HO, OH HE 3aMETWUJI e1le KOro-To.

DpKeH TYT ke OPOCUJICS Ha 3BYKH OOsl, TphIrast ¢ KPbIIIMA HA
Kpbilily. CHIIBHO OTTOJIKHYBIIMCD, TAPEHb HAYaJl [IepeseTaTh ye-
pe3 yJUIly, KaK 4TO-TO BPE3aJoCh B HETO U MOTSIHYJIO BHU3. Dp-
KEH PYyXHYJI IPSIMO Ha roJIOBbl MEPTBELIOB, U HECKOJIBKO Map XO-
JIOMIHBIX PYK TYT e BUEMWIUCH B Her0. beccMepTHbIN yaapuil Ko-
COM OHOTO MEPTBElla, IPYroro OTTOJKHYJI HOTOM U OOHAPYKWUIT,
YTO y HEr0 HET BTOPOil HOrv. BMecTo Hee uepHes Julllb KaaKui
00pyOOK, OT KOTOPOTO IO KOXe MEJJICHHO Pacnoyi3aiach Jieae-
HSIIAs YEPHb.

Ha mrHoBeHue Dpk 3aaHMKOBaJl, 3aMETUB, YTO €ro HOra He
OTpacTaeT 3aHOBO, HO YEpHb MOIUIA Ha yObUIb, U W3-TIOJ Hee
MoKa3anach 3/10pOBasi KOXa, a MOTEepPsIHHAsl KOHEYHOCTh Haya-
Ja pactu. BeccMepTHBIN BBIJOXHYI U MIPUHSIICA OTOUBATHCS OT
OKPYKMBIIMX €r0 MEPTBEIIOB.

V1isIpu Kycasch 1 TIBITATIMCH BHIPBATH 10 KYCKY U3 OeccMepT-
HOW IUTOTH, HO cuJia beioll KpoBH cikurasa ux, CJIOBHO CHJIbHO-
JEUCTBYIOIAsA KUCIOTa. DPKEH, CTOs yXke Ha ABYX HOrax, Mpu-
HSIJICSI BpallaTh TSHKENIOW KOCOM, CIIMOAasi HEXKUTh C HOT U pa3py-
6ast Ha yacTy. BoIOpaBImch U3 OKpykeHusi, IpK BHOBb BCKOUMIT
Ha KPBIIITY U MPUHSJICS BBICMATPUBATh ATAKOBABILIETO €r0 KOJITY-
Ha. Temuas marusi. ComHeHuii He 6bu10. Ho HacTopaxxusasno Dp-
KeHa To, uTo Jaxe MIMop He Biajies1 Hu4eM TakKuM, 4YTO MOIJIO Obl
3aMeIUTh HCIelieHre OeccMepTHoro Tena. da uto tam Mmop,
naxe Kapauk w3 OCTpbl He MOKa3al MOJOOHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH.



Xors, B ciyyvae ¢ MiBnucom, DpkeH OblT yBEpPEH, UTO BEPXOBHBIIM
KOJIAYH MPOCTO HE NMPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAJ BCEX CBOMX TPIOKOB.

DpK 3aMeTUs1 JBUKEHUE COOKY U pa3BEPHYJICS JIMLIOM K IMpo-
TMBHUKY. Ha Hero mo Bo3[ayxy JBUIajaoch HEYTO, HATOMUHAIO-
1iee TEMHOI'O NIPU3PaKa C JJIMHHBIMU KYTKUMUA KOHEUHOCTSIMHU.
[Mpuspak Haseten Ha OECCMEPTHOTO M MPHUHSUICS TIOJIOCOBATH
KOI'TsIMH ero Tesio. Ofex/a v rIoTh DpKeHa MUTOM 0OpaIaIvch
B KPOBaBbI€ JIOCKYTbI, HO HU 00JIb, HU paHbl HEe OECTIOKOMIIN Oec-
CMEPTHOTIO0. Y1apoM KOChI, DPK PacCeK KOITUCTYIO T€Hb, U Ta UC-
HapusIach, He OCTaBUB Nocie ceds 1 caeaa. OIHAKO STOT MOHCTP
He ObUT MOCTIEIHUM, Y HaJl KPBIIIIAMU JIOMOB TIOJHSIACH eIlIe Ofl-
Ha TOYHO TaKas ke TeHb, a 32 HEU elle U ellle.

BropbiM 3peHneM DpkeH yBUIEI 32 TOMaMu ABOUX KOJITyHOB.
OHU BbI3BIBAIM MEUYIIMECS B MOMCKAX JKEPTBbI YEPHBIE TEHH,
HO BJAPYT OHU TIEPECTaJIH, CIOBHO OIIYTHB Ha ceOe B3s Oec-
cMmeptHoro. KonyHsl npepBaiy KOJIJIOBCTBO U UCYE3H, OyATO
UX He OBLITO, a Ha 6eCCMepTHOTro OPOCUIIOCH Cpa3y IECTh TEMHBIX
MIPU3PAKOB C KOT'TSIMHU, CJIIOBHO JIE3BUSI KUHKAJIOB.

— OX THI X CyKa, — BBIIOXHYJI O€CCMEPTHBII, BUPTYO3HO KpPY-
TaHyB KOCOM, — HY JjaBaii!

[Ipu3paky Haraau OAHOBPEMEHHO U CO BCEX CTOpOH. OnuH
Jlake BbUIE3 TIPSIMO TOJI Horamu OeccMepTHOTO. VIX yepHble Kor-
TH pe3aJiv IUI0Th Oe3 MaJlerImx mpodieM, HO cuia benoi kpo-
BU, OXpaHsIoIas 6ecCMepTHOro, yHUUTOXuIa ux. OJHaKO Teso
DpKeHa CIycTsl BCEro napy CeKyH/1 pacchiiajloch Ha IECSATKU KY-
COYKOB, HE BBIJIEPKaB MOBPEKICHUIA.



BeccmepTHbIl ouHyscs B TUILIMHE. Ero rnasa nepBbiM J1€710M
yBUIeNM YrcToe 3uMHee He0o. Cyris Mo COMHILy, yKe ceperHa
nus. [lepBeiM ies1oM Dpk nogymall, YTo €ro BOCKpelleHue 3aTsi-
Hysoch. [lociplanuch OTJaleHHbIe I0JI0ca, U IOHOLIA TIOAHSII-
csl. DPKeH MOMHUII CBOIO CMEPTh, M OCMOTpeJl ce0s1 TocIie TOro,
Kak BCTal Ha Hord. Ero Teno BHOBH cTasio oObIYHBIM. BeHbl u3
Oenbix ctayi 0ObIKHOBeHHBIMU. Cuia benoit KpoBU MOKWHYNA
Dpka.

W3menuB cBoM riasza, OecCMEpTHBIA OCMOTPEJICS TI0 CTOPO-
HaM. Ero oznexna jexasna nojg HoraMu KpOBaBbIM TPSAIBEM, HO
3TO y’e CTaJIO CTOJIb MPUBBIYHBIM, YTO IOHOIIIA JJa’Ke HE CTall J1y-
Martb po 310. Ero Bropoe 3peHue yBueno BOKpyr AecAaTku Oe-
JIBIX CUITYITOB. [Ipyrue xpamoBHUKU. OT DpKeHa UX OTACIISIN
noma u yauibl. FOHoIma nocrnenm K OnvkaiiieMy BOMHY Xpa-
Ma. MM oka3aiicsl BBICOKMM ceBepsAHUH. OH KUBHYJ DPKEHY Kak
CBOEMY.

— B uem geno? — cripocuit 6eccMepTHBIA. — Mbl mooeumm?

XpaMOBHUK OTPHILIATEIbHO TOKayajl rOJIOBOM, HO HE TOPO-
MIUJICS HUYEro OOBACHATH. Ero Tuio HU4yTh He MEHSIOCh, CJIOB-
HO KaMmeHHoe. M3-3a 3Toro DpkeHy U He CJMILIKOM HPaBUJIMCh
XpaMOBHMKHU. [TouTn Bce OHM cTapanuch NpsATaTh SMOLIMU U BEIU
ce0s Oynro cratym. VI3 Bcex ux Kpuiia kazanace 6eccMepTHOMY
camo¥ KUBOH, MO3TOMY TTapeHb MPUHSLICSA UcKaTh cBOIO «IlyTe-
BOJIHYIO 3BE3[Ly».

BeccmepTHBI Hallles JKeHITUHY MepTBo. Bokpyr Hee cobpa-
JIOCh HECKOJIbKO BOMHOB XpaMa, Cpeil KOTOPBIX ObLT 1 | amepHK.



JInaep XxpaMOBHMKOB yBUAET DPKEHA, U €r0 B3MJIA]L CJIETKA 0XKHU-
Buiicsl. OH HEPIUYHBIM JKECTOM TO03BaJI IOHOIIY K cebe, HO
DpKy HUKAKO¥W CUTHAJ ObLT U HE Hy’KeH. YBUJIEB Oe3KM3HEHHOE
teso Kpulipl, OH nocnemmn u cam.

— B yem neno? — morpedboBan orBera OeccMepTHbIA. — TBoM
OOMIIBI TONMBKO OAIIKAMH MOTAIOT M HUIYErO He TOBOPSIT.

['amepuk IyMHO BTSIHYJl HOCOM 3UMHMU BO31yX. B aTOM Xe-
CT€ YMTAJIach MOMBITKA YCIOKOUTbCS. OCTallbHbE MOTUYAIH, Kak
U 1OJ00aeT CTaTysIM.

— Mpl 3aurpanuce, — Hadan ['amepuk. — B 3TOoM ropone Hac
KJJAJIA HE TIPOCTHIE BpParu.

Enga 'amepuk 3akoH4YMII TOBOpUTH, KpHila OTKpbUIa IJ1a3a, 1
€e TeJIO IEPHYJIOCh, KaK OT yAapa TOKOM. KeHIlMHa HECKOIbKO
pa3 MOprHyja U LIyCTPO BCKOYMJIA HA HOTHM, TOTOBAasl JaTh KO-
My-HUOYb B Mopiy. Ee ofexaa B HEKOTOphIX MecTax Oblia To-
pBaHa 1 okpoBasJieHa. [ToMrMO 3TOro, Ha TKaHU ObLIM 3aMETHBI
cliefibl TVIEHA.

— Th1 Kak? — cripocuJ JIUaep.

— Jlyuiie u ObITh He MOXeT, — oTBeTHIIa Kpuia, ocMoTpeB-
HIMCh. — MBI XOTbh OIHOTO B3I ?

— Hukoro. OHu npocTo pacTBOPUIIHCE.

— Cyxku!

— Tst gonro npuxoauia B cedst. TouHO XOpoIo cedst YyBCTBY-
elb?

— Kak gonro?

— Ceiuac cepearHa JHS.



Kpuia pactepssHHO MOCMOTpeIa Ha OCTAJIbHBIX, [IOTOM Ha Dp-
Ka. beccMepTHBIi, Cy/s 1O JvIly, ObLT yUBJIEH HE MEHBIIIE ee.

— JlanHO, — HAKOHEIl OTBETUJIA JKEHIIMHA, — YTO C KOJITyHAMMU ?

— 4 BUIeN NapoyKy KOJIYHOB, — 3arOBOPUII OECCMEPTHBIM, —
OHU TPU3BAIM CTAl0 TEMHBIX JYXOB, U T€ NMPUKOHYWIU MEHSI.
Bawm, kaxwch, Toxke ObUTIO UeM 3aHSIThCH.

Kpwuiia ocmotpena ce0st ¢ HOT JIO TOJIOBBL. DPKeH BUJIEN, UTO
10CJIe BOCKPEIIEHUS B TEJIE KEHIIMHBl OCTAIIOCh COBCEM Mo
KOJIZIOBCKOM cuitbl. Ee nyria cupHO ocnadena, u ei TpedoBajioch
BOCCTAHOBUTH CHJIBI.

— Onu Benu ce0s1 Kak OOBIYHBIC PSIIOBbIC KOJJIYHBI, — CKa-
3an ['amepuk. — HarpaBuim Ha Hac cinabyio HEXUTb, U 3aMaHUIN
BHYTpb. Korjga Mbl OHSLIN, UTO Bpar paBeH HaM I10 cujiaM, ObLIO
YK€ MO3/IHO.

— PaBen Bam?!

— Ilomuumb rocnoguHa u3 Octpbl? — cripocuna Kpuna. —
371ech MbI CTOJIKHYJIUCH C IByMSI TAKUMH, U OBLIO €I11e HECKOJIBKO
MPUMEPHO PABHBIX MHE.

BeccMmepTHbI BHUMATEILHO OCMOTpeEics. ['opo BOKpYT Hero
BBIIVISIEJT IOTPENIAaHHBIM, KOE-TJI€ TOPEIX JOMa, MHOKECTBO 3/1a-
HUI ObUTH PO KEHBl HACKBO3b WJIM TIOJIHOCTHIO NouepHesu. Of1-
HAKO BECh TOT yIepo He I1eJT HU B KaKoe CPaBHEHHUE C TEM, UTO
yunHwM VBnuc Ha napy ¢ Kpurieit, mosromy 6eccMepTHBIN 1 He
MpUJaJI 3TOMY TaK MHOTO 3HAUYEHUS.

— B aToT pa3 Bce ObUIO Ky/a 3neranTHee, — Kpuiia nmonsna, o
YeM JyMaeT JpKeH.



— CKOJIBKHX BbI IOTEPSIIA? — CIIPOCUIT OECCMEPTHBIA.

— Ilecrepsix, — orBeTII1 'amepuk. — HekoTtopsle elte He Boc-
CTaHOBWJIMCh, TIOITOMY KJIEM.

— Mecrepbix? — npucBuctHyMa Kpuiia.

— Ho s nyman, 4to BOMHBI Xpama CHJIbHEE HEKPOMAaHTOB U
TEMHBIX, — CKa3aJl DpkeH. — Bbl 1 camu OblIM OUeHb B ceOe yBe-
PEHBI.

— YV MeHs ecTb KOoe-KaK1e MBICJIY 110 3TOMY [TOBOAY, — TyMaH-
HO npousHec ['amepuk. — HyXHO MOroBOpUTh C IPYTMMH OTpSI-
JaMU ¥ NIPEeSYNPEAUTD UX.

— CoobumM 00 3T0M KoposeBe? — cripocuna Kpwuria.

— Iloka Her.

Ha stom pa3zroBopbl KOHUWINCH. ['aMepuKk NMpUHSIICA pa3ja-
BaTh yKa3aHus. Kpuue oH puKasai OTabIXaTh, a DpKa BHOBb OT-
npaBwui B HeOo. [[y1st aToro 6eccMepTHOMY HyKHO OBLIO criepBa
BEPHYTbCA K cBoel rpumope. Ho DpKy He X0Tesnoch BOT Tak Mpo-
CTO OTHPABJIATHCS HA OUEPEAHOE JIEXKYPCTBO, IOITOMY OH MPEJ-
noxun Kpuiie monerats BMecTe ¢ HUM, YTOOBI Y3HATH y KEHIIH-
HBI TIONPOOHOCTH TpoIIeAlIel cxBaTku. Kpuiia cornacunace, u
OHM BJIBOEM OTITPABUJIUCH 34 TOPOJ, I1e OeCCMEpTHBIN OCTaBUII
CBOIO MTHUILY.

— Yto mymaerb 060 BCeM 3TOM? — CITPOCHIT OECCMEPTHBIA.

3a ropoioM He OCTaJIOCh HU OIHOTO MepTBeLa. BeposATHo, ro-
CcJie MaHEBpa XPaMOBHHUKOB, MEPTBBIM CTpaxaM IPUKa3aid BO3-
BpaIIaThCsi B rOPOl, I OHU BCE U TIOTUOIH.

— Hac Haka3zaym 3a M3IMIIHIO CAMOYBEPEHHOCTD, — OTBETHJIA



Kpurna. — Mbl HIKOTO U3 HUX Jla)ke He yOusau. PaHWIN TOJBKO,
HO OT 3TOT0 HUKAKOI'O TOJIKY.

— A 4TO eciii BEepXOBHbIE KOJIIyHbI Bpoae MBnuca pemmnmn
MIOBOEBATh CAMOJIUYHO?

— Ilouemy mmeHHoO ¢ Hamu? — B orBeT cnpocwia Kpuma. —
OtpsioB Bpoze Hatero Oosnbliie aecsiTka. OHM, KOHEYHO, MOTYT
pacTSHYTh CBOU CHJIbI HA BCEX, HO 3TO PUCKOBAHHO.

— Torna 3auem Bce 3107

— He 3Haito, HO yBepeHa, nablie OyleT elle MHTepecHee.

['pumopa oxumana GECCMEPTHOrO Ha TOM K€ MeCTe, Tlie OH
ee ocraBui. Bece 310 BpeMs mTua He couula co CBOEro MecCTa.
SpKeH CBUCTOM MOJI03BaJI ee K ceOe, U TPUMOpa OTKJIMKHYIAC.
B3MaxHyB KpbUIbsIMU, OHA B3MbLIa B BO3/YX U CTPEMHUTENBHO
HoAJIETENA.

— JlagHO, 0OCMOTPHUMCS C BBICOTBI, — MPOOOPMOTAN DPK, 3aHU-
Masi MecTo BcagHuKa. Kpuiia 1oBko B30Opasiach Ha CIIUHY TpU-
MOpBI ¥ OKa3aJIach 3a CIIMHOW OeccMepTHOro. — Jlepkuibes?

— A kak xe!

I'pumopa B3nerena, U ropof Craja CTPEMUTEIBHO OTHATIATh-
cs. Bokpyr packuHynach CHeXHasi IyCTOLlb, I11e Ja)Ke OCTPOMY
B3MJIsIy OECCMEPTHOro ObLJIO HE Ha YTO YIMacTh. DPKeH, Ha ca-
MOM JieJie, ¥ He paCCUMTHIBAT HAMTH KaKUX-JTOO CIIe/IOB TEMHBIX
KOJIAYHOB, OJIHAKO €ro B3MJIsA[l CMOI paCCMOTPETh OCTATKH TEM-
Hou 3Heprud. Ciiesibl pacron3ainuch U yBoauau Ha or. Cyas no
UX KOJIMYECTBY, DPK 3aKJIIOUNJI, YTO MPOTUBHUKAMU XPAMOBHHU-
KOB BBICTYIIWJIM OJUHHAILATh KOJIYHOB.



— Twt BuUIIG YTO-HUOYAH? — cripocuyt OeccMepTHbIA. Kpuiia
CMOTpeJia BHU3 TIPOCTHIM 3peHneM. Kak momymai 6eccMepTHBIH,
y JKEHIIUHBI IOKA HET CUJI JJ1s1 U3BMEHEHUs IJ1a3.

— A 4TO BUIMIIG THI?

DPKeH paccKasai Mpo CJE/bI.

— OgunHanuats? HemypHo, — olleHW1a XpaMOBHUIIA.

— A Kak Thl cama AyMaelilb, KeM ObLJTH 3TH KOJIIyHbI?

— 4 orBeuy 4yTh uU3gANEKa, — ckazaia Kpuila, — BuaMIib Jiy,
JIONY ¥ THOPUIBI M3/IPEBJIE U3YYal KOJIJOBCTBO, HO TIO-HACTO-
SIIEMY 3HAYMMBIX BBICOT MBI JOOWUJIMCH JIMIIL C TIPUXOIOM KO-
poseBbl. OHa rogamu nepejaBaia XpaMOBHUKAM CBOU 3HAHUS, U
9TO MO3BOJIWJIO HaM CTaTh CUJIbHEE, YEM Hallli Bparu.

— Xouelb cKa3aTh, TEMHbBIE TOXKE UMEIOT JOCTYI K APEBHUM
3HAHUAM ?

— JIn6o Tak, 1100 3TH CYKHHBI AETH IIPOCTO TAJIAHTJIMBEE Hac.

BeccmepTHbIN JieTan Haj rOpoJIOM OKOJIO 4Yaca, Mocje CTOJb
JOJITOTO co3eplianus ofHooOpa3Hoi mycromm Kpuria npenio-
JKWJIA CeCTh.

— Yto MbI ckaxem ['amepuky? — cripocuit 6eCCMEpTHBIN.

— YTO BOKPYr HUKOI'O, — OTO3BaJIaCh KeHIMHA. — CHUKanCs
yKe.

DPpKeH MpU3EeMIIWICS cpeau I0MOB. 3a Bpems ux ¢ Kpuien
OTCYTCTBHSI OCTaJIbHbIE YOUTbIE XPaMOBHUKHU TMPHIILIA B CeOsl.
Bce kpome onHoit. Eit okazanack JIus. [Tonpyra Kpuiisl Bce eiiie
nexana O0e3 ABWKEHHS, a 10 ee Tejly pachoji3anach Mep3Kas
4yepHb. [ 1545 Ha 3T0, DPK BCIOMHWIIL, YTO 3TA K€ APSAHb MONAIA



U Ha Hero. Bo3aMoxkHO, Kak nmogymal 6eccMepTHBIN, UMEHHO 13-
3a 3TOM raJIoOCTA OH BOCKpECaJI TaK JOJTO.

— [Nouemy oHa He oxuBaer? — norpedoBasa orsera Kpwuria.

— 41 He mpuKa3bIBaJl BO3BPAIATHCS, — OTBETUII JIMIEP X PAMOB-
HUKOB U [TOCMOTpEJI Ha DpKa.

— OHa KaK 9yBCTBOBaJIa, — TUXO OTBETUJI OECCMEPTHBIN, CTOS
3a cnuHoM Kpuiipl.

— TBowu /1011 BCe paBHO CTEPETYT HAa TOPOJICKUX CTEHAX, — CKa-
3aJ1a KEeHIIMHA Y TIOJ0ILIa OJIMKe K TMOapyTe.

I'amepuk B31OXHYIL.

— 41 He Mory cKka3arp, 4TO C HEW.

Kpuna nocmorpena Ha Dpka.

— To1, mOMHUTCS, OXXUBUII MeHsI CBOel KpoBbio. Craesnail 3To
¢ Jlus.

— IMonpoOyto, — cornacwicsa DpKeH U TMOCHEMmUI K MepT-
BOI1 XxpamoBHHMIIE. Pa3pe3as cebe pyKy Mpu3BaHHOH KOCOH, Oec-
CMEPTHBIN MO KPOBBIO TEJIO KeHIMHBI 1 oTorien. Hu [Name-
PUK, HA OCTAJIbHBIE HE YIMBUJIUCHh YBUAEHHOMY. Kpuia, ckopee
BCEro, pacckasajia Mmpo BO3MOKHOCTH OECCMEPTHOTO, a MOXKET
9TO NPOCTO HUKOTIO YK€ HE BIIEUaT/IsIET.

XPpaMOBHUKH KAAJM B MOTYaHUM, KaK U caM OeCCMEpPTHBIN.
TsaHyIMCh 1OJITHe MUHYTHI, TTOKA, HAKOHEL], YEPHb Ha TEJIE MEPT-
BOIl He momia Ha yObutb. OHa cTana Mpornaaath, pacTBOPSsCH
YepHOW JbIMKOM B Bo3ayxe. Jluib korma Bcs OpsiHb MCYE3a,
CTaJIo BOoccTaHaBIuBaThes Teno JIue. CrycTs erie MUHYTY JKeH-
I[MHA OTKPbLIA I1a3a U MOCMOTPEA MO CTOPOHAM.



— JluB! — Kpuiia kocHyJ1ach 11I€K CBOEH MOJPYTH.

— Tam Tak X0nomHO, — MpouIenTaga BOCKpecas U MoCMOT-
pea MumMo Kpuiibl mycThIM B3IIs10M. X paMOBHUIIA OOHSIIA T10-
apyry, a 'aMeprk cepbe3HO MOCMOTpeNT Ha OeCCMEPTHOIO M kKe-
CTOM BEJIEJI EMY BO3BPALLATHCS K J030PYy. DPKEH MOKUHYII JIOM
Y HAIpaBWJICA K rpuMope. beccMepTHOMY Hayalo Ka3arbCsl, 4YTO
['amepuk OTCBITaeT ero jerarb B JO30pe MPOCTO, YTOObI OH HE
MyTaJICs MO HOraMu. YUHTHIBas TO, Kak OBICTPO DpKeH Morud B
OUTBE C KOJIyHAMH, TOJIKY OT HEro U MpaBJia HEMHOTO.

— Hanpine OyaeT WHTepecHee, TOBOPHIL? — BCIIOMHUI Oec-
cmeptHbIid cioBa Kpuiiel. HaBepHoe, BriepBble B CBOEM KU3HU
DpKeH He XOTeJl, YUTOOBI 3TO «MHTEPECHEE» HACTYIHIIO.



I'naBa 6

BeccMepTHBIN J1eTan Hajl TOpoJOM HECKOJIBKO YacoB K psAY.
Ero rpumopa HeycTaHHO paboTasia KpbUIbSIMH, UJIH KPYKUJIa HaJl
MYCTBIMU YJIUIIAMHU TI0 CITUPAITH, JIOBSI BO3AYIIHBIE TIOTOKH. Dp-
Ka yCIOKauBaJIM MosieThl. BcTpeunsiit BeTep orudan ero gurypy,
KacaJics KoK U Tpenasi BOJIOChL. DTO ObLIO OLIyILEHHUE CBOOOIHI,
KOTOPOI1 HET 1 OBITh HE MOKET BHU3Y. DpKeHa OecroKouia yep-
Hasl IpsiHb, KOTOpasi MOKphIBajia Tesio JIuB. DTa mryka Memana
XpaMOBHHUIIE BOCKpecHYTh. Eciii Obl KpOBb DpKa He MOIIa UCLie-
JISITh, TO He BOcKpec Obl M oH caM. Ckopee Beero. [lymas o meps-
KOU YepHu, OeccMepTHBIN BcroMHMUI paHy Mapdacanna. [Ity-
Ka, Mopa3uBIIIasl IPaKOHA, ObLIa KYTKO MOXO0Xa Ha TO, YTO BH-
aen DpkeH B 3ToM ropoze. Ho 4to camoe BonHyol1ee, 3Ta 4YepHb
HOJIBJIACTHA TEMHBIM KOJIZIyHaM, a 9TO MOXET CTaTh MpoOIeMON.

['aMepuk MoKa He XOueT HUYero cooOIaTh KopoJieBe, HO caM
OeccMepTHBIN per, 4yTo benas KpoBb HOKHA 3HATD MPO ITY
YepHb ropaszio OoJible 4eM MpocThie Moau. beccmepTHblii pe-
IIWJT CITyCTUTBHCS U yOeauTh ['aMepuKa OTIpaBUTh KOpoJieBe Mo-
CJIaHUE U BCE el paccKa3arh.

OpK NpU3eMIIIIICA U CTajl Pa3bICKUBATh JIUAEPA XPAaMOBHH-
koB. OH Halen ero B JIoMe y ITIaBHOH IUIOLAH, TJie XpaMOB-
HUKM PelInIM YCTPOUTh ceOe Jiarepb. bosblie moJoBUHbEI BOU-
HOB Xpama CTOSUIM Ha TMOCTaX, OCTaJbHBIE OTIBIXAJIH, KaK U Te,
KTO TIoru® B mponuiom cpaxeHnu. Kpura 6pi1a BMecte ¢ JIuB B



OJHOM M3 KOMHAT. DPKEH He CTaJl 33/IePKUBAThCS HA pa3roBOp
v nocriet K 'amepuky. Jlunep BOMHOB Xpama, Kak U OXKUIa-
JI0Ch, He 00paIoBaJICs, YBU/IEB OECCMEPTHOTO, HO DPKEH BHITJIS-
Je71 00eCTIOKOEHHBIM, YTO ObLIO eMy HECBOWCTBEHHO, U 3TO 3a-
craBusIo ['amepuka nogoxaarh ¢ HEIOBOJILCTBOM.

— Pacckaxu KoposieBe 1po Ty YepHYIO IpsiHb, — TYT K€ Havyall
Spk. — He 3Hal0, Kak Thl 3TO clieaelllb, HO OHA JI0JKHA 3HATb.

— Tlouemy TeOs1 3T0 GECIIOKOUT? — CIIOKOMHO CITPOCHJI Xpa-
MOBHUK.

DpKeH B3/I0XHYJ, {yMasl CTOMT JIM PacCKa3blBaTh JIM/IEPY BO-
MHOB Xpama po gpakoHa. C 0JHOI CTOPOHBI, OECCMEPTHBIN Jail
obemanre Mapdy, HO OH BeJlb YK€ HapyIIUJI ero ogHaxabl. [la
Y caM JPAKOH pellny MOKMHYTh CTPaHy, IO3TOMY HU OH, HU €r0
JPAaKOHU/bl TOYHO HE SIBATCA HajpaTh ['amepuKky 3aj, eciu OH
Y3HaeT TO, YTO He JOJIKEH.

CoOpaBImch ¢ MbICTSIMU, OECCMEPTHBIN BKpaTtiie noseaan [a-
MEPUKY Ipo ApakoHa Mapdacania u ero crpaHHyIo paHy, co4a-
nryocst 4epHbio. O 0oJbIIeM DK pell He pacpoCTPaHAThCSA,
HO XBaTWJIO U 3TOr0, YTOOBI BbI3BaTh y ['ameprka yauBIIeHHE.

— JlpakoH? — ycMeXHYJICS JIMJEp BOMHOB XpaMa U MOKavas
rojioBoii. — He tymai, 4to OHM CyHIECTBYIOT.

— Jlyunre He Gonraii 00 3TOM BCEM MOAPS], — TTOCOBETOBAI
IpK.

— A TBOS JKU3Hb Ky/la UHTEPECHEE, YEM £ TyMaJl, — [IOAMETUIT
XPaMOBHUK.

— Mos BeuHast )KU3Hb, Thl XOTEJ CKa3aThb, — MONPABUI DPKEH



Y HallOMHUJI, 3a4eM siBUJICs. — Pacckaxku KopoJieBe Mpo YepHb.
MHe nymaercs, 3T0 Kak-TO CBA3aHO.

— BosmoskHO, — cormtacuics 'amepuk, — HO KOposieBa CiuIi-
KOM JJaJIEKO, ¥ HAIlIMX CUJI HE XBAaTHUT, YTOObI JOCTaTh A0 Hee.

— W 4yto Torna nenaten?

— INoka Te6s He ObLIO, MBI TIOTOBOPUJIM C IPYTHMH OTPSIIAMHU,
Y MX JIMJEPBl PACCKA3AIN, YTO OHU TOXKE CTOJIKHYJIUCh C TEMHBI-
MU KOJI/IyHaMU, KakuXx eltie He Buaeau. Ecnu Obl He Thl, JIUB, Be-
POSITHO, He BOCKpecya Obl, — rojioc ['amepuka caenascs tuie, —
y APYTUX OTPSIOB HE OBLIO TAKOTO COI03HMKA KaK THI.

— Y Hux ectb norepu?

["amepuk MOKMBaj roJoBOM.

— EcTb, 1 BUHOI1 BceMy 3Ta K€ YePHb, KaKyl0 BUAETH MbI.

— XKyTb Kakas, — DpKeH BCIIOMHWI, KaK Ha MUI MCIyraJjcs,
KOI/Ia 3aMETHJI, YTO €r0 HOra He TOPOITUTCS OTpacTarb BHOBb. —
U 4gto manpiue?

— OOBeIMHUMCS C IPYTUMU OTPSIIAMH, a TTOCTIe COOOITIM KO-
poJIEBE M MOCTYNMM Kak OHa rnpukaxer. Iloka Bce. Beixogum
cpa3sy e, KaK TOJIbKO BOCCTAHOBUM CHJIBI.

— I'puMope Hy’KHO HEMHOTO NEPENOXHYTh, U 51 Cpa3y ke Bep-
HYCh B HE0O, — PEIIUTENILHO MPOU3Hec OeccMepTHBIA. ['amMepuk
KMBHYJI.

[Toka rpumopa OTAbIXaeT, OECCMEPTHBIN pelnil IpoBeJaTh
Kpuiy u JIuB. O6e keHIMHbI BOCCTAaHABIMBAIM CHJIbI TOCTIE
CBOUX cMepTel, nosToMy ['amepuk He cras JaBaTh UM HUKAKUX
3aJaHUM.



— BplI Kak TyT? — cipocui DpK, BCTaB B ABEPSIX.

— To1 wero Bce eme ronsii? — B oTBeT crnpocwia Kpuna. Ee
MOZIpyTa He TMojiaBajia BULY, YTO 3aMeTUJIa I0HOIITY.

— 41 y’xe u BHMMaHMS He o0Opalai, — OTMaxHyJjcs OeccMepT-
HBII, — [TOKa TPUMOpPA Ha OTJIBIXE, TIOUIILY YTO-HUOY/b 110 JOMAM.
Tak kak y Bac gena?

— OHu OBUTH TaM, — IIYCTBHIM TOJIOCOM Tpou3Hecia JIMB u 1o-
cMmoTpesna Ha Dpka. — Trl Korga-HuOyIs UX BUEN?

— Koro? — He noHsi1 6eccMepTHBIN.

— YTO THI BU/IUIIIb, KOTIA YMUPAEIIIh?

— Huuero.

— A 4 BUJeNIa UX BHOBb, — HAJJIOMJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM MPOU3-
Hecnna Jlue. Kpuia kocHynach ee meKu, 4ToObl YCIIOKOUTh, HO
B3MJISI]T €€ TOAPYrW YK€ HAMOMHWICSA CTpaxoM. — I CIMIIKOM
J0JTo OblIa TaM! — KpuKHYa JIu. — OHM ouTH 3a0pav MeHs !

— Turne, tuie, — 3amenrtana Kpuia, a cOUThiil ¢ Toky Jpk
PEelIrI, 4TO eMy Topa 1o cBouM jienam. Ytoosl HU Bujena JIus
0 Ty CTOPOHY XHU3HU, 9TO Bcepbe3 Hamyraso ee. BoaMoxHo, Ko-
72 OHA MPUJIET B ceOs1, DPKEH MOrOBOPUT C HEl 00 ITOM, a MoKa
CTOUT HalTU ceGe YTO HAJIETh U BO3BPAILATHCS B CBOW HEOECHBDII
J030p.

Opnexay OeccMepTHBIM Halllesl B COCEHEM JIoMe. DTO ObUIO
OOBIYHOE TPSATILE TOPOACKOrO KUTEJNs, HAjIeB Ha ceOs1 KoTopoe,
OecCMepTHBIN TYT e CeNANICs TIOX0XK Ha JEPEeBEHCKOro mnara-
Ha. Ha novcku ofex/1pl ynuio COBCEM Majio BpEMEHH, U DPK MO-
Ka He TOponuJics B HeOO, XOTeN AaTh TpUMOpe OOJIbIIIe BpeMEHH



Ha OTIpIX. beccMepTHBIH, B 00IEM-TO, ¢1a00 TIpeACTaBIIsuI cede
CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH Ha OT/IbIX HY)KHO XHUIIIHBIM TOPHBIM IITHUIIAM,
MIOSTOMY PEelIiI CUJIbHO He CrienuTh. ['0poj Bce paBHO cTeper-
JIM XPaMOBHUKH, BBICTaBJIEHHbIE | aMeprUKOM B J1030p, MO3TOMY
DpKeH ObUT YBEPEH, UTO HUKTO He JIOJIKeH PoOpaThes K HAM.

OO6aymbIBasi CIyduBIIIeecs:, 06CCMEPTHBIN IPHIIEST K BHIBOLY,
YTO 3TH CTPaHHbIE TEMHbIC KOJJIYHBI HE BEPHYTCS JIJISI HOBOTO
60s1. MIx MaJ1o, ¥ XpaMOBHUKH sIBHO OBbLJIM HE TOTOBBI K OOI0 C paB-
HBIMU ceOe Bparamu. Ternepb BoMHBI ['aMeprKa 3HaIOT, YTO BIIe-
peau uX KIyT He TOJBKO KOJAYHBI HU3KOU MPOOBI M UX HEXUTh,
a BIOJIHE TOCTOMHBIE aJICNThl TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB. DPKEH CUMTA,
YTO TEMHBIE 3ps BOT Tak cebst 0003HaunaM. Ternepb BOUHBI Xpa-
Ma 3HAIOT O HUX ¥ OYAyT FOTOBBI K HOBOMY CPaKEHHIO.

A MOXeT IJIaH TEMHBIX KOJJTyHOB H3HAYAJIbHO U ObLIT TAKKM.
Ecnu BCOMHUTH TO, YTO DPKEH CIIbIIIA paHee, TEMHbIE XOTAT
3aJiep;Karh MpoABMkKEHNE XpaMOBHUKOB. Komu Tak, [amepuk u
€ro OTpsiJ] celiuac HUKyJa He TOPOMSATCS, a KaKk BCE XPaMOBHH-
KM BOCCTAHOBSITCSI, OHM TIOW/IyT HA BCTPEUy C JIPYTUMH OTpsiaa-
mu. UTO X, ec/ii TeMHBIE XOTeJIU 3a/iepKaTh MPOJABHKEHUE CBO-
WX BparoB, y HUX 3TO BBIIILIO.

BeccmeptHbIl opHsIICS B HEOO yke BeuepoM. Ero HeGecHbIi
JI030p JUTHIICSI HECKOJIBKO YacoB. Bce BOKPYT CIIOBHO 3aCThUIO,
MIOCTENEHHO TMOTPyKasich B HOUb. Hukakux n3menenuit. Mzpenka
SpK MocMaTpuBaJl BHU3, HAa TOPOJI, U BUJEJ CPE/IM €r0 TEMHBIX
ynuil Oesible OroHbKH. Jly1i BOMHOB Xpama. B 3Toli TeMe ropesu
BCE OrOHbKU. Bee ObUH KUBBI.



3aqyMaBIIUCh O TOM, UTO €ro XkJeT BIepeau, OecCMEepTHBIN
HE cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO CIBIIUT y ce0s B rosioBe ronoc I'amepuka.
['onoc Benen emy CrycKaTbcsi B TOPO/.

— l'amepuk? — nepecnpocui 6eccCMepTHBIN.

— Cnyckaiicsi, — HOBTOPHJI TOJIOC.

DPKEH CITyCTUTCS YK€ HOUBIO, MOCTIe Yero MOKOPMUI IPUMO-
py U BeJiesl e oTapIxaTh. ['aMeprK ocTaBuII 1030p Ha CBOMX JIIO-
Jei, O-BUAUMOMY, PElIMB, YTO B MOJIETaX DpKa Haj ropoaoM
ceifuac HeT HyK/bl. beccMepTHBIN ObUT He IPOTUB OT/IBIXA, XOTh
OH HUYYTb He ycTall. Bo BcsikoM ciydae, rpumMopa OTIOXHET Kak
CIeyeT, 1a U caM DpK Jaxe MOIyMasl O TOM, YTOObI OTHICKATh
ceOe MecCTo U MoIpoOOBaTh MOCTaTh. ITO CTPAHHOE, HEOOBIYHOE
1Sl 0ECCMEPTHOTO 3aHSATHE HAYaJI0 MHTEPECOBAaTh DPKeHa.

Jns cHa OGeccMepTHBI M30pan cede TEepBBIN TOMABIIAIACS
JIOM, BJIE3 B HETO Y€pe3 OKHO, CJIOBHO BOP, U PUCTPOUJICS HA XO-
JIOHOM, TaBHO OpolieHHOM, noctenu. CoH, Kak U BOAUTCS, KOTa
Thl HE XOYelllb CMAaTh, HE I1IEJI, HO DPK MPOAOJIKAT JIekKaTh C 3a-
KPBITBIMU I71a3aMH U CTAPAJICSI HU O YeM He TyMaTh. Bokpyr Tem-
HO 1 THX0. TuimHa OyKkBaJibHO BHOpUpOBasia BOKpyr. He Obu10
HUYEro KpOME THUIIHHBI.

Dpka pa3Oyauim yrpom. Haten oquH n3 XpaMOBHUKOB U CKa-
3aJ1, 9TO OTPsif] COOMpAETCs B IMyTh. beccMepTHBIN BCKOYMIT U Ha-
NPaBUIICS K CBOEH TpUMOpE, PSIOM C KOTOPOW yxke KpYyTHIICS
['amepuk. JIugep orpsiia paccMaTpuBall XMIIIHOIO MOHCTPA C 3a-
JQyMYUBBIM BUJIOM, OY/ITO TPUMOpPA MOTJIa 3HATh OTBETHI HA MHTE-
pecymoue ero Borpocsl. Ho ntua monmyana. B orser oHa yimiib



CJIENIIA 32 YETOBEKOM.

— Mm1 yxomumM, — ckazan ['ameprk He misas Ha OecCMepTHO-
ro. — [oiinem Ha 1or, a cOceIHUE OTPsAbl IBUHYTCSA HaM Harle-
pepes.

DPKEH KUBHYJL.

— Ilonerumb Bepen, Kak M BCerga, HO JAJIEKO HE YIAJISAUCS.
Hawm Ternepb cTOUT ObITH OCTOPOKHEE.

Jlupep XpaMOBHMKOB YIIEN K CBOMM, OCTABUB DpKa HaeIu-
HE C €ro py4HbIM MOHCTpOM. BeccmepTHBIN cMOTpen BOKpyT, U
crerka gasayics amBy. Cenvac yTpo. DpK YCHYJ U IPOBATWICS
Ha HECKOJIbKO YacoB, KOTOPbIE MPOMNaIv Kak X U He Obuto. Ca-
Moe JII00ONBITHOE /17151 OECCMEPTHOTO OBUIO TO, YTO OH TaK U He
CyMeJ yXBaTUTh MOMEHT 3aChIIaHMS. DTO ObLIO CHIIBHO TIOXOXKE
Ha cMepTh. BoT ThI ecTb. BoT Tebs Her.

3a TO HeJoJIroe BpeMsl, UTO OeCCMEPTHBIN ObLT ¢ XpaMOBHU-
KaMHU, OH YCIIeJI IPUBBIKHYTh K CBOEU posu. Jlerars Briepenu oT-
psia ¥ CMOTPETh UTO K 4eMy — 3T0 He cnoxHo. KoneuHo, 6ec-
CMEPTHOMY XOTEJIOCh BBI30BOB M MCIIBITAHNM, HO BCTPEYa C KOJ-
JyHaMH TPOLLIBIM THEM HE MOHPABUIACh JPKY. BI30B BBI30-
BOM, HO, KOIJIa Thl YMHUpaellb B MIepBble CEKyH[bl 0051, HE YCIIEB
TOJIKOM HUKOMY IIPHJIOXKHUTH — 3T0 001HO. O1HaKO, CYTh MOpa-
KEHU! ¥ HeyJad B TOM, YTO OHU COMBAIOT CIIECh M CITyCKAIOT Ha
3eMJTI0. DTO XOPOIIO, KOrJa Thl OBICTPO HAYMHACIIb 3a3HABATh-
cs. [Ipu paboTe B KOMaH/Je Ba)KHO MOJHOCTbIO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh
CBOM JIEMICTBUS Y HE TIO/IBEPTraTh YTPO3€ OCTAJIbHBIX. DPKEH paHb-
111€ TUIOXO 3TO NOHMMAJI, IOTOMY YTO OTHOCHJICSI PACTOUUTENIBHO



K COOCTBEHHOM KU3HU, a KOJU Thl HE IIEHUIIIb CBOIO XW3Hb, HE
CTaHelllb ICHUTD U Yykue. Ternepp ke 3T0 Ha4YaJlo MEHATHCA.

Otpsn 1men yepe3 MmycTollb. XPaMOBHUKHM MOTJaIH, a Oec-
CMEepTHBIN mapui B HeOe, Briepean cBoux. Ha MHorne mumim Bo-
KpYT He ObLJIO BUIHO HUYETO, YTO MOTJIO ObI OBITh UCTOJIKOBAHO
KaK [MPOTUBHUK. JIMIIb CHU3UBIIUCH, DPK MOT Pa3IUYUTh IHEP-
T€TUYECKHE CIIEAbl TEMHBIX KONIYHOB. OHM OTCTYNUJIM U OYE€Hb
OBICTPO, pa3 Jaxe OECCMEPTHBIN BEPXOM Ha IPUMOpE MOCTOSH-
HO ObLT mo3aau. Pazymeercs, y konmyHoB Obuia ¢opa, Beb Dp-
KEH He IPEC/IEA0Ba UX MOCTOSHHO, HO PACCTOSIHUE, HAa KOTOPOe
YCIEJIM CMBITBCSI TEMHBIE, YIUBIISIO DpKa.

DPKEH Kaxk/ible HECKOJIbKO YaCcOB BO3BpALAJICS Ha3al U Kpy-
JKWJI HaJl XpPAMOBHUKAMMU, U B 9TU MOMEHTHI B €10 pa3yMe 3Byval
rosoc ['amepuka. Jlunep natepecoBascs Bce JiM TUXO U He Ooriee
Toro. beccMepTHBIN He 60T ¢ XPaMOBHUKOM, JIMIITh OCTOPOK-
HO JyMaJl O TOM, KaKue ClIOCOOHOCTH BOMHBI Xpama eIlle CKpbl-
BaloT OT Hero. Eciiu Takue u ecth, B Onmkaiiiiee Bpems pujieT-
Cs1 PaCKpBITh KapThl, BEJb HA IIyTH BCTPETHIICA JTOBOJIBHO OIac-
HBII Bpar.

Houblo DpkeH 3ametun Bepeau ropod. Jlonerers 1o Hero Ha
TPUMOpE U BCE OCMOTPETD ObLIO JeJIOM HEIOJITUM, HO TIApEHb pe-
IV BEPHYTHCS K XPAMOBHUKAM U 000 BCEM JI0TIOKHTH. ['amepuk
OTpearrupoBaj Ha HOBOCTb CIIOKOMHO, KTO ObI MOT' COMHEBAThCH,
KaK M OCTaJIbHbIE, KOTAA JIMJAEP MOAEIUIICSA STUM C HUMU. [lasb-
Helllllee MPOIBUKEeHUE DPKEHa CTAJI0 OCTOPOKHBIM. Jluzaep npu-
Ka3aJ eMy He pacTsIruBaThCsl, YTOOBI IOCTOSIHHO JEpKaTh MEH-



TaJIbHYIO CBSI3b.

Kak monsn GeccmeprtHbid, ciutbl ['amepuka paGortanu mpu-
MEpHO METPOB Ha TPUCTA, YTO BIIOJTHE YPABHUBAJIO €TO C TEM Ke
Wpmcom. Cubl Kpuiisl v Jpyrux cTapiimx KOJIIyHOB JIEHCTBO-
BAJIM Ha COTHIO WJIM UyTh OOJIbIIIE, & OCTaJIbHbIE ObLITN HIKE STUX
OTMETOK.

B Teopuu, kak mopcumtan OeccMepTHbIN, 4TOObl ['amepuk
CBSI3BIBAJICS] C OECCMEPTHBIM Ha OOJBIIMX PACCTOSHUSIX, HYKHO
ObUIO OBI 32/IEICTBOBATH CUJIBI APYTMX BOMHOB Xpama JJisl yBe-
JIMYEHUsI TATbHOCTH, HO ['amepuk Beses1 DpkeHy He OTAAISThCS
JaJIeKO, YTOOBI MOIEPXKUBATh CBSI3b B OIMHOUKY.

SpKeHy Ka3aJoch, OH HAYMHAJ IOTUXOHBKY BHUKATh B PABH-
Jla KOJITOBCKOTO MHpa. B ronoBe 10HOIIM BHIPUCOBBIBAIUCH 00-
Jiee-MeHee YeTKHEe PAMKH, 10 KOTOPBIX MOXKHO pa3OUTh X PaMOB-
HMKOB Ha rpymmbl. He Mor 6eccMepTHBIN nponycTuth 1 Mimopa.
O06asTenbHOro0 TEMHOTO KOJNAYyHa DPKEH MPUPABHSI K CaMBIM
cmabpiM BonHaMm xpama u3 orpsiga [amepuka. Cuel Mimopa,
B CBOEM OOJIBIIMHCTBE, PabOTaNM B IMpeenax MOTyCOTHH MeT-
POB, U JIMIIIb €rO MTHUIIbI-Pa3BEYNKN MOTJIH MOKPHIBATH OOJb-
e paccrosiaust. [IpuamH 3TOoro DpKeH He 3Haj, HO TeMHasi Ma-
T'Us1, BEPOSITHO, 33/ISMICTBOBAIA MHbBIE CUJIBI, HEXKEJIM CBETIas.

[Momumo mpodvero, Grarogapsi CBOMM MOACYETAM M Pa3MBbIII-
JIeHUSIM, DPKEeH HaKOHEII TIOHSUT TIOYeMy ero BTOpPOe 3peHHre Tak
BJKHO JUIs OTpsifa. X paMOBHUKH XOTb U CAMH CIOCOOHBI pa3iiv-
YaTh [BETA YYXHUX QYL U BUIETh KOIIOBCKYIO SHEPrHIo, HO MO-
T'yT OHM 3TO JIeJIaTh Ha CHJIbHO OTPAHMYEHHOM PACCTOSIHUH, B TO



BpeMsl Kak BTOpOe 3peHre OecCMEepTHOro HUUYYTh HE YCTYHaJo
ero ocHoBHOMY. brarogapst astomy, DpkeH ObLT CIIOCOOEH 3ame-
TUTh YIPO3y Ha Ky/ia OOJIbIIIeM PACcCTOSIHUM.

DpKeH Jaxe OIyTUII OABEM, KOT/a MOHSLT, YTO HAUMHAET KY-
MeKatb B KOIJIoBCTBe. ['0Ta ckazana, uTo 6eccMepTHbIE He MOTYT
TI0JIb30BAThCSI Marue, OAHAKO pa3OMpaThesl B HEWl HUKTO HE Me-
1maeT. 3HaHus, KaK MOKa3bIBAET OIBIT, KPAHE MOJIE3HBI, TOTOMY
YTO BCErja MOXHO HalTH TOTO, KOMY OHU MpUroasitcsi. Bozmoxk-
HO, Korja-HuOyIb yXe caM DpKeH OyleT JeMThCS CBOUMU T10-
3HAHUSIMU C KAKUM-HUOY/Ib HAPOJIOM, YeM TIPUHECET eMy I0JTb-
3y. Kak 3Harsb.

Jlo ropoa ocTaBasioch HECKOJIBKO ThICSIY I1aros. Takoe pac-
CTOSTHUE MOXHO OBLIO OBl OUeHb OBICTPO MOKPHITh Ha TPUMODE,
HO OECCMEpTHBIN JepKaJICS Yy Th BIIEPEIN X PAMOBHUKOB, TIOCTO-
SIHHO OTBevasi Ha MBICJICHHbIE Borpockl ['amepuka. Jluyiep Bou-
HOB XpaMma CIpalivBaj, 4to Buuen oeccMepTHblid. Ero nntepe-
COBAJIM JIIOObIE TIPOSIBJIEHUS YTPO3bl, HO OECCMEPTHBIN HE 3ame-
YaJl TAKOBBIX.

Creibl TEMHBIX KOJIJIYHOB BEJIM B HAIlPaBJICHUW ropoja, TMo-
9TOMY ObLIM BCE IIAHChl, YTO OHU MOTYT ObITh UMEHHO TaM, HO
DPpKeH He BUJIE HUKAKUX 3TOMY NOATBEPKACHUI. DPK CMOTpEI
CBOMM BTOPBIM 3PEHUEM U C TAKOTO PACCTOSTHUS MOT Obl YBUJIETh
OTOHBKM YYXHX JIyII XOTsI Obl B BU/Ie HEOOJBITNX TOYEK, HO OH
HE pasinyai v 3Toro. 3peHre 0ecCMepTHOro rOBOPHIIO XO3SIMHY,
YTO rOPOJ], BIIEPEIH ITYCT.

XPpaMOBHUKY TOJONUIM K TOPOAY YXe TOCTaTOYHO, UTOOBI



KaK/Iblid U3 OTPsIIa MOT XOPOLIO pacCMOTPETDh BIIEPEU €T0 CTe-
HBI ¥ OantHuA. OTpsiT MPOIOIIKAIT TPUONTMKATHCS, & DPKEH Mapul
HaJl HUIMH U CTapaTesIbHO BHICMATPUBAasi XOTS Obl KaKylO-HUOY/Ib
’KMBHOCTb B IpeJeJiaX MOCEIEeHUs, HO €ro riaza Mo-MpeKHEMY
HE BUJIEJIA HUYETO.

—T'opon mycToit, — B ouepeaHou pa3 OTBETHII OECCMEPTHBIN Ha
MBICJIEHHbIN Bonpoc ['aMepuka, nocyie 4ero Ha Kakoe-To BpeMs
HACTYIUJIO MOJTYaHUSI.

XpaMOBHUKH TOfoNUIM eimre. [opoxg ObIO HEOOXOIUMO
OCMOTpETh, YTOOBI YOenAnuThesl B ero 3amycreHnd. He xBatano
elle OCTaBUTh y ceOsl 3a CIIMHOM MPUTAUBIIUXCS BParoB.

DpKeH ke He BUJEJN NMPUYMH COMHEBATHCS B CBOMX IJa3ax,
XOTb Y IOHUMAJI BO3POCIIYI0 OCTOPO:KHOCTD ['amepurika. TemHbie
KOJIAYHBI XOPOIIIO YAAPHIIU 110 HUM, a B IPYTUX OTPsijiax U BOBCE
ecTb notepu. Byb DpkeH Tam, OH Obl BEPHYJI K JKU3HU TABIINX,
HO OH JIOJDKEH ObITh CO CBOMM OTPSIIOM Y MPUKPHIBATH HX.

— He otpansiics cnuikom, — MbIcib ['ameprka BHOBb KOCHY-
Jach pazyma 0ecCMepTHOTO.

DPK KOPOTKO U3BUHWICSA, U PA3BEPHYJICS, YTOOBI BEPHYThCS.

— Mutel! — ycnbiman OeccmeptHbid. ['amepuk nogyman o6
9TOM M KPUKHYJI, OT/1aBasi PUKa3 CBOMM BOMHAM.

DPpKeH yBUAEI, KaK HaJl XpaMOBHUKAMM PACKPbIBAETCS 30JI0-
TUCTBIN KYTOJI 3aIIMTHOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS, YBUJIE], KaK B €r0 CUSIO-
HIYIO0 TIOBEPXHOCTb yIAPSIOTCS TEMHBIE CTYCTKHU, U OUTYTHII yaap,
1ocjie KOTOPOro BCE 3aBEPTEIOCh Mepes I1a3amu.

BeccMmepTHBIN TTONIETEN BHU3 TOJIOBOU, BUAS, KaK €r0 I'pUMO-



pa pacnagaercs Ha yactv. OT NTHIbl OYKBaJIbHO OTBAJIUBAIMCH
KYCKH YEpHEIOIIel MpsIMO Ha IJ1a3ax TUIOTH.

— [TpokysAThe, — TOJBKO U MOAyMaJl OECCMEPTHBIN, KOT/IA YBH-
JeJ1 TOJ3YIILYIO 10 ero Teay 4yepHsb. [IpoTrBHAs X0onHAas IPsiHb
OBICTPO pPacHpOCTPaHWIIACH IO HOTaM | TiosicHulle. He nymas Hu
CEeKYH/IBI, TTOJIJIABIIMCH CTPaxy OBITh TOIJIOMEHHBIM TIOJIHOCTHIO,
DpKeH Npu3BaJ KOCy, MPUIOKUI ee Jie3BUe K CBOeMy OOKy W
PBIBKOM JIEpHYJI B CTOPOHY, oTpe3as cede nonopuny Tena. C 06-
JleryeHrieM DpKeH YBUIE CBOM OTIAISIIONINECS YepHEeIOIre HO-
i u mocMoTpes BHU3. OH Majiaji B CHET, a HYKHSS 9acTh Teja
HaJajia pacTy 3aHOBO.

JIume pa3zoOpaBIIMCh CO CBoel MpoOsemMon, OeccMepTHBIN
MOT Terepb 0OpaTUTh BHUMaHWe Ha oTps ['amepuka. XpamoB-
HUKU BCTYIUJIA B OOW C TEMHBIMH KOJIIYHaMHU — B 3TOM COMHe-
HUI He ObuTo. [lepen TeM Kak BOTKHYThCS JIMIIOM B CHeT, Oec-
CMEpTHBIN 3aMeTUJ1 KITyOsIIylocs B ropojie ThMy. B Hell HeBO3-
MOXHO ObLJIO Pa3JIUYUTh KOJIMUYECTBO BPAroB, HO COBEPIIEHHO
OYEBHTHO JIJIs1 DpKa OBUIO TO, YTO X TOKHIAIIH.



I'nasa 7

OpKeH pyXHyJ MPUMEPHO B JIByX COTHSIX METPOB BIlepelu
xpamoBHUKOB. [Tanenue He yOurno 6eccMepTHOr O, a €r0 HOTH YiKe
yCIIeJIM BBIPACTH 3aHOBO, TTOKA OH BaJISICS U OCO3HABAJI CITyUHB-
meecs. Ha 310 He yIuio MHOro BpeMeHH.

OCTOPOKHO MOAHSBILMCH, DPK YBHUIEN, KaK U3 Topojia B Ha-
NPaBJICHUH X PAMOBHHKOB JIETAT CTYCTKH TEMHOW SHEPrUH, KOTO-
pbie OyKBaJIBHO MOXKUPAJIH 3AIUTHBIE IATH IOCTAeAHNX. BouHbI
[amepuKka ycrieBaiam OTpaxaTh aTakv, BOCCTAHABIIMBATH 3alIHT-
HbIe 3aKJIMHAHUS U Iaxe NpoaBuratbes Brepen. Crycrs Heo-
roe BpeMs XpaMOBHHUKH yXke JOCTUITI DPKa, HO OECCMEPTHBIN
He CyMeJI [OMAacCTh MO 30JI0TUCTBIM IIUT, TIO3TOMY LITYCTPO CIIps-
Tajics 3a Hero.

— Tl roBOpUII, TOPOA MYCT, — MBICJIEHHO TIpokpuyai ['ame-
PUK. DPKy Heuero ObUIo OTBETUTh. ['0por AefCTBUTENBHO Ka3al-
cs1 emy mycTbIM. JIo TOTo Kak ero counm.

— Sl HUKOTO He BUIIEN, — TONBKO 1 OTBeTU I DpK. Ha uto miunep
XPaMOBHUKOB OpOCHJI: AePXKHUCh Mo3aau! — u Oonee ¢ Geccmept-
HBIM HUKTO HE TOBOPUIL

Cam DpKeH MOr JMIIb CMOTPETh, KAK XPaMOBHUKH ITPOIBU-
raiotcs Briepes. BouHsl ['ameprka He oTBeyaan Ha aTaku Ipo-
TUBHUKA, IOTOMY YTO JJIs1 3TOr0 UM MPHUIUIOCh Obl OOBEAUHSATH
cubl. JIugep oTpsiga MpUHs pelieHre CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATLCS Ha
3aIuTe, MOJOUTH Ha JOCTATOYHOE PACCTOSHUE W BCTYIHTH B



60i1. D10 OBUIO XOPOIIO U [Is1 DpPKeHa, BeJlb B TAKOM ClIy4ae OT
Hero Toke ObuT ObI TONK. C YCTIOBHEM, UTO B STOT pa3 OH MPOKH-
BET YyTh MOAOJIbIIIE.

TeMHble ke He CTECHSUIUCh U OWJIM MO IIUTY BOMHOB XpaMma,
0O0BEIHMHSISI CBOU CUJIBL. DPK XOTEJN ObI CKa3aTh, YTO BUJIEI 3TO, HO
M3-32 3aBOJIAKMBAIOIIETO TOPOJI KOIIOBCKOTO TEMHOTO JIbIMa, OH
He Bujen Huuyero. KonayHsl sIBHO Kak-To 00Lypuin OeccmepT-
HOT'0, CKPBIB CBOU YU OT ero B3rsiaa. CTaso ObiTh, TEMHbBIE HE
TOJIBKO 3HAIOT, YTO MPOTHUB HUX BOIOET OECCMEPTHBIN, HO TaKkKe
MIOCBSAIIIEHB! B ero crnocoOHocTH. CKopee BCEro, BUHOW 3TOMY
ciyxut Kapauk Tonbdg, oH xe rocnionuH Octpel. Tonbd cymen
cOexaTb, M OH HETUIOXO OCBEJJOMJIEH O CUJIaX OECCMEpPTHBIX, Be-
POSITHO TIOTOMY DpKa pelIwiv yOUTh MEepBbIM, BOT TOJBKO Y
KOJITYHOB HE BBIIILIO.

Ho HecMoTpst Ha CBOIO XUBYYeCTh, OECCMEPTHBIN MOT JIUIIIb
npATaThCS 3a CIIMHAMU ToBapuilell. B rojoBe DpkeHa MosiBU-
JIaCh MBIC/Ib OTBJIEYb MPOTUBHUKA HE ceOsl, HO BMeCTe C 3THUM,
SpK NPUKUHYJI, YTO TIOMUAMO yIApOB TEMHBIMH CI'yCTKaMH Bpa-
’KECKHe KOJIIyHbl MOTYT MTPUMEHUTDb U 4TO-TO erie. Hanmpumep,
TEMHBIX [IyXOB, KOTOPBIE YK€ OJI0/Ie/IM DPKEHa 32 CUUTAHHBIE Ce-
KyH7pl. Jlumb cuia Benno KpoBU PUKOHYMIIA WX, UHAYE OHU U
BOBCE OCTAJIMCh Obl Oe3HaKa3zaHHBIMH. [lomymaB 00 3TOM, DpKeH
pEInT He BBICOBBIBATHCS.

XPpaMOBHUKH MPOJIBUTATIMCH YBEPEHHO U BCKOPE MOJOILIN K
rOpofy Ha HECKOJIbKO COTEH MeTpoB. TeMHbIe MPOoIoKaIu aTa-
KOBaTh MX, HO AaXke DPKEH 3aMEeTHJI, UTO yIaphl Bpara CTajIu Cia-



6ee. Uto 310 MOIJIO 3HAYNTh, OECCMEPTHBIN HE 3HAJI, a XPaMOB-
HUKHU MOJTYaJIM. 3a BPEMsI 3TOTO CPAKEHUS UX 3aIlUTHbIE 3aKJIH-
HaHMS ObUTM pa3pyIlIeHbl JECATKU pa3, U CTOJIBKO e BOUHBI Xpa-
Ma BHOBb BOCCO3/JaBaJIM MX BHOBb. DPK BUJEJ CKOJIb MHOTO CHUJI
MOTPATUJIM €T0 COIO3HUKH, U TO BIEYATIISIIO OECCMEPTHOTO, HO
Y TOBOPWJIO O TOM, YTO MPOTUBHUK TAKXKE 3aIlIaTUJI HEMAJIYIO
IICHY, BBSI3ABIIUCH B 3TOT OOH.

Cam ke DpkeH u3HbIBaN OT Oe3zeiicTBus. OH MPUBBIK, UTO
OT HEr0 MHOT'O€ 3aBUCHUT, UTO OH B COCTOSIHUM MEPEIIOMUTD XO[
CpakeHUsI M BOOOIIe O4YeHb ToJie3eH Kak coro3HuK. Ceifuac xe,
MIOTOMOK JJPEBHEr0 poja ObUT He MOJIe3HeH CJIOMaHHOTO KJIMHKA.
[IprMeHATh, KOHEYHO, MOKHO, HO B OU€Hb KPAHEM CI1yYae, KO-
I1a JpyruxX BapUaHTOB yKe HE OCTAJIOCh.

Ho moMumoO cBOEro He3aBHIHOTO TOJIOKEHHUST OECCMEPTHBIN
NOHMMAJI ¥ TUIaH XpaMOBHUKOB. Kak cuutan Dpk, ero co3Hu-
KU XOTSIT NOA00PAThCs K TOPOY Tak OJIM3KO, YTOOBI KX IbIil BO-
WH MOT' aTaKoBaTh, MOCJIE Yer0 OHU JIOJKHBI OyIyT, KaK B MPO-
IIUTBIA pa3, YHUUTOKUTD IIIUTHI, IEPEMECTUTHCS BHYTPb U pa3Be-
SITh LIApsiiliee BHYTPU MOCEIEHUs] TEMHOE KOJIJIOBCTBO, CKpPbIBA-
folee 0030p.

— T'otoBbTECH! — KOMaHAHBIN rojoc ['amepurka pa3nancs B ro-
noBe Dpka. Jluaep odparmancs Ko BceM.

XpaMOBHUKH MPUOIHA3UIMCH MEHBIIIE YEM Ha COTHIO 11aroB,
MIOCJIE Yero MOoC/IeI0oBaI0 HECKOBKO aTak OebIMUA MOJHUSIMU.
OHM rPOMBIXHYJIU, pa30MB TEMHBIH IIUT, 3aIUIIAIOIIAN TOPOI.
Cpazy nocrie noseTeu 30JI0TUCThIE aphl, B3OPBaBILUECS OCIe-



NUTEILHBIMU BCIIBINIKAMU. ThMy BHYTpPHY ropojia paciienuio 3a
CEKYH/JIbl, 1 DPKEH YBUJIET TEMHBIE JyIIN HAXOSAIIUXCS 32 CTe-
HaMHU KoJTyHOB. Ho oHUM ObLIM HE OHHM.

— BHyTpU HEXUTb, — KPUKHYJ DPKeH, XOTb ¥ TOHUMAJI, 4TO
€ro COIO3HHMKHM BHIAT TO Xe. [amMepuk mogay KOMaHay, U Ha
MTHOBEHHE BCE MPOIAJIO BO BCIBIIIKE, U DPKEH YKe CTOSUT T0-
Cpe/y YJUIIbI, B OKPYKEHUH MEPTBEIIOB.

Koca cama mpbirHyna B pykH, U O€CCMEPTHBIN TMPUHSIICS
KpOMcaTh BOCCTABIIIMX MIOKOWHUKOB. 3a €ro CIIMHON OWJIi MOJ-
HUM ¥ CHSUTA 30JI0TUCTHIE BCITBIIIKU. XPaMOBHUKHU CTOSITH TIOJ
30JIOTUCTBIM CHUSIIONIMM IIIUTOM M CPAXaTUCh KaK OJIHO IIeJIoe.
Hexutb, Kak U B MPOILIBIIA pas3, cIeno Hanupasia Ha KOJIIOBCKOM
IIUT ¥ TIaJaJa 3aMepTBO. Bpakeckue KOMIyHbl TO U /IO aTa-
KOBAJIM YePHBIM OTHEM WJIH JIydaMH TEMHOU SHEPruu, IPOH3as
JI0Ma, CBOIO HEKHTh M 3aIIUTy BOMHOB Xpama. JTo ObljIa OuTBa
Ha M3HOC, M KTO MEPBbIN BBIJIOXHETCS], TOT U ITPOUTPAET.

DpKeH ke, 3aXBaueHHbI 00eM C HEKUTHIO, CaM He 3aMeTHII,
KaK OKazajcs 3a MpejesaMy 3alUTHON Marvy XPaMOBHHKOB.
FOHoIma BTSHYJCS B OMTBY, U MPOPHIBAJICS BCE JIAJIbIIIE, CAM HE
3Has Kyaa. Ero okpyxkaiu pelyaiiye ymMepTBuUsi, KOTOpbIX Oec-
CMEpTHBIN pa3pydan OyaTo cTeOsIu BHICOKOW TpaBbl. MepTBellbl
naJasy, Kakoe-To BpeMsl IIEBEIIIICh U 3aMHUPAITH.

Teno DpkeHa ciaoBHO padoTano camo, Oe3 ydacTusi pasy-
Ma. Pyouts! Pyouts! U eme pa3 pyouts! D10 ObLIO CHIIbHEH-
LM UMITYJIbCOM, KOTOPOMY DPK HE MOTI COITPOTUBIATHCA. [Jaxe
371eCh, B 9TOW OMTBE MaroB, IJe C MEYOM HAroJyio MpocTo HeYero



Jenath, DpKeH omryiiai ceos Kak goma. OH qaxke He qymMa 00
9TOM, a MPOCTO MOICTPOMJICS IO PUTM CPAKEHHUSI, KHIISAIIETO
BOKpYT Hero. M 3Ta pyOKa ¢ MepTBellaMH YBOJIMJIA €0 BCE JIalb-
11e B IIIyOMHBI TOPOJIA.

— Dpk! Hazan! — B pazyme npossydan ronoc I'amepuka u
TYT ke 00OpBaiICs. DTO OTPE3BUIO DPKEHA, U OH TMOTHOCTHIO
OCO3HAJI, YTO OTHAENWJICS OT CBOMX OYeHb CHUJIbHO. XPpaMOBHU-
KOB OBUIO HE YBUJIETh MPOCTHIM 3PEHUEM 34 JIOMaMH, HO BTOpOe
3peHre OECCMEPTHOrO Pas3inyaio CO3HUKOB. OHU MOTpaTUIv
OYeHb MHOTO CHJI, HO Bpar MpoJo/bkal HanmpaTb. Ha MrHoBenue
OeccCMepTHBIN J1ake 3aCOMHEBAJICS B TI0OE/ie BOMHOB XpaMa, HO
HEYBEpEHHOCTh MUT'OM OTCTYIWJIA, KOTAA CPEIU HEXKUTH MapeHb
YBUJET JIETANMX K HEMY TEMHBIX JTyXOB.

— Onare oHU! — MPOHECIOCH B TOJIOBE, U DPK OJHUM ITPbLK-
KOM OKa3aJICs Ha Kpbiiie Onmvkaiiero qoma. Eci BoeBats c Te-
HSIMH, TO JIy4Ille, YTOObl HUKTO HE Jie3 MOJl HOTU.

[Mpuspaku okpyxam 6eccmepTHOro. MIx Obuio Gosbiie Je-
CAITKA, 2 DPKEH XOPOIIIO MOMHMJI HA YTO OHU CIIOCOOHBI. UTOOBI
no6enTh, HY)KHO JIepKaTh X0 BOCTpOo. OHM MOTYT MOKa3aThCs
OTKy/la YTOIHO. XOTb Jaxe BbUIE3TH W3 3aJHUIIBI ONMKAKIIEro
MepTBela.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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