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IIpoJor

3acynuBoe B TOM rofy Bbliasioch jieto. C KoHLa Masi, Korja
COILLTA BECEHHUE BOJIBI, YCTAHOBHJICS MEKEJIbHBIA 3HOM, U TIOIIKa-
puBaJ OH TpaHCHUIBBAHUIO YK€ TPETUM MecslLl. 3a BCE 3TO Bpe-
MsI Ha 3eMJTI0 TIPOJTMJIOCH [IBA YaXJIBIX JOXKIMUYKA, KOTOPHIM He
0[] CUJTy OBbLIIO CMOYMTh PACTPECKABILYIOCS MTOYBY — BJlara yIuia
CKBO3b IIIEJI Ha [TyOMHY, HUIMAJIO HE 3a/IepKaBIIKCh. Bexompl
Ha OropoAax M Moysix Oe3HaJeKHO MOBSUIH, JIUCThSI Ha SIOMOHSIX
¥ IpyIIax OOBUCIH U MOTBUTSUTUCH HAa OOXKUTAIOIIEM BETpY.

WznbiBan 1 ec. O0e3BOKEHHAs TpaBa XpYCTKO LIypIaa, py-
Yb1 1 00JIOTA TIEPECOXJIH, 3BEPhE MOMPATAIOCH B IeOpH, TTOAAITH-
1I€ OT COJIHEYHBIX JIyYEH.

JIBoe KpecThbsiH 1T Yepe3 OOJBIIYIO MOJSHY, TOPOISCH TMO-
CKOpee Oy TUTHCS O] CIIACUTEJILHOW CEHBIO JlepeBbeB. M3 onex-
Ibl Ha 000MX OBUTH TOJIBKO JIOMOTKAaHble MOPTKH, Tojiasi Koxa
JIOCHUJIAaCh OT TOTA.

— ITo Takoii xkape 0IHO XOPOIIIO — HA KOMapoB HET, HA MOIII-
KU, — CKa3aJl O/IUH U3 KPECTbsIH, IPOBO/IS MO Iy0aM paciyXIIum
SI3BIKOM. — Pacrenienice B cBOe yJOBOJIBCTBUE U XOMIH.

— INo mHe, mydIe MoIIKa, YeM d1aKas Mapuiika, — OTO3BAJICS
BTOPOW.

Bokpyr mnosica y Hero Opl1la 0OMOTaHa KOHOIUISIHAsI BEpeBKa,
KaKoi OOBIYHO TMEepPeB3BIBAIOT OXaNKH XxBopocTa. Ho KpecTbsine
NIPUIIUTY B JIEC HE 32 TOTUIMBOM. Y OfIHOTO 4epe3 IIedo ObLT Iie-



PEKUHYT CBIPOMSTHBIA pEMEHb, HA KOTOPOM BUCE JOTTOTOITHBIN
(puTHITBHBI MYIIIKET, 2 BTOPOW JepkKall B pyke o0pe3 — cTapylo
JParyHCcKy1o y3ero co CUIEHHBIM CTBOJIOM.

— Hukoro mbl TyT He cbiiieM, Mupya, — B3I0XHYJI TOT, 4TO
OBUI C MyIIKeTOM. — Besikast TBaph HBIHYE B XOJIOIOK TSTHETCSI.
Oto B YamoOy HAJO JIe3Th, a YK BeUep CKOPO, J1a U BOABI Y HAC
C T'YJIbKHUH HOC.

OH BbIHYJI U3 IIUPOYEHHOTO KapMaHa MOPTKOB JIEPEBSHHYIO
(nsATy, B3OONTHYII, ¥ OHA OTO3BAJIACH KATKUM ILJIECKOM.

Honum 1o Kpas MOJISTHBl U B U3HEMOKEHUH OMYCTWIHCh Ha
XKYXJIbIH TBIPEH, TPUBAJIMBIIKNCH CIIMHAMU K CTBOJIY J1yOa-BeJIv-
KaHa. Mupua B3s11 U3 pyK CyTHUKA (QIIsATY, TJIOTHYII.

— Huuero, Hukona, — monBut obonpsitorie. — be3 nooban He
BepHeMcsl. S kabaHuil ciie/1 BUjIe.

—I'ne?

Mupua MaxHyJ1 pyKOHM Ha 3amnaj;

— Bown Tyna on no6er. Io konbitam cyasi, 3mopoBenHblii! Ta-
KOTO 3aBaJIUM — Ha IIeJIbIiA MeCsIII TPOnuTaHue OyJier.

Hukona conrypusicst Ha KaTHUBILIEeCs K 3aKaTy COJIHIIE, KOTO-
poe BOT-BOT JIOJKHO OBLJIO KOCHYThCSI BUJIHEBIIIMXCSI HA TOPH-
30oHTe Kaprnarckux BepIluH.

— Tam peuka, Bogomou, — Ben gayibiie Mupya. — OHa ¢ rop
TEeueT, uail, He mepecoxyia. Bosne Hee u 3Bepbe oOpeTaercs. Ha-
CTpeJisieM BJIOBOJIb, 320[JHO BOAMIIEH Ha OOpPaTHYIO JOPOT'y 3ara-
ceMcsl.

Hukomna 60s1371MBO TTOIKaI TIJICUH.



— He notiny s tyna. Tem Oonee Ha HOUb T1sA4. .. Tam cTpuroin
*uBeT. TOT, UTO U3 YECTHBIX XPUCTUAH KPOBb BBHIIIMBAET. . .

Mupua pacxoxoTajics.

— bBabpux ckazok Haciymancsi? HeT HHMKAaKoro CTpUrosl.
I'pacdhckmii 3aMOK CTOsLI, J1a ¥ TOT, OAIOT, pa3BaAJIC. . .

— A Bor 1 HeT! M 3aMOK IIEJIEXOHBKUIT, U XO35IMH €r0 00 bABIII-
cs1. 51 cam Bugen. YepHslil, Kak cMepTh. Jluma Her, J10O OeJbli,
3€HKM IJIAMEHEM MOJIbIXaloT. .. Kak ecTh 4epToB MpPUCITYKHUK !

— Cnbixan s nipo Hero. ['oBopsT, HacineqHuK [eneiueil... u3
JIBHUX KPaeB MPUKATU HA CEMEWHOE THE3bIIKO TIISIHYTb.
[Mo6yner mManocTh U yener. Uto emy y Hac nenarb? A mpo ruia-
MeHb U Bce npoyee — He Beplo. CTapyxu C Neperyry Harpuiy-
MBIBAJIH.

VYBepeHHas peub npusAresa ciaerka ycnokowsna Hukomy. Ho
WITU K «3aMKY CTPHUTOsI» OH BCe K TaKW OoOanBaJICs.

— A exenu oH Hac yBunut? Ocepuaer. .. Kak-HUMKak B ero Jie-
cax JKMBOTHHY ObeM.

— K 3amKy MBI HE TOUIEM, 3TO JAJ€KO. S U He 3Hal, IIe OH.
Jlen Mo 3HaJl, 1a HE paccKas3blBajl. A B CIIydae 4ero pyKbUIIKU
B KYCTbI ITIOKH/IA€M, CKaKEM, 4YTO 3a BAJIE)KHUKOM IPUIILIH, 3a-
TUTYTaJIH. . .

Mupua npyXMHHACTO MOAHSIICS, MOAXBATIII CBOK 00pe3, (iis-
Ty BEpHYJI TOBAPHIILY.

— Bceragaii! A TO ¥ BOpsIMb COJIHIIE 3alijIeT.

OHn yrmyowics B 3apocnu, Hukona, KpsaxTs, mociaenoBat 3a
HuM. [Ipenynpenwi:



— Ocropoxnee. .. Tyr MaBkuHa enanb moonusy. B Helt cTosb-
KO Hapofy 0 OypocCTy nepeTorvio. Pa3 crynuib, U yxe He OT-
MyCTHT.

Mupua, He OrJIs1IbIBasICh, OTMaXHYJICS.

— Ycoxuna tBos1 enanb! [1o Heil Teneph, Kak Mo OOJIBIIAKY, XO-
JIUTb MOKHO.

U TOYHO — 1ITH 110 TUOEJIPHBIM MECTaM, a IMOJ] HOraMH He YaB-
KaJI0, TOJIbKO YYTh IPOCEAJT PHIXJIbI CCOXIINICS TOP(, TPOIIN-
THI KOPHSIMU OOJIOTHBIX PAaCTeHUH.

Jlec craHoBWIICA BCe Tylle, KPOHbBI EPEIIeTaTUCh, 3aCIOHA
He60. Ho Bo3ayx ObLT HACTONBKO pacKajieH, YTO M 3TOT Iiese-
CTAIMUI KYIIOJ HE JaBas poxJaabl. I3HYpeHHBIN YCTaIOCThIO U
*apou, Hukona xkasnen yxe, 4To MOAAasCcs Ha YrOBOPbl Harap-
HUKa. XOTeJ OKJIMKHYTh €ro, YIeAmero MaroB Ha JecsATh BIie-
pell, HO TOT BIAPYT U CaM OCTAHOBWJICS KaK BKOMaHHBIW. [ToqHsu1
PaCKpBITYIO JIAIOHb B yIIpexatoieM xkecte. Hukoma nonoiuesn k
HEMY M BCTaJ psOM, HOTSAHYI C IJIe4a MYIIKET.

— Kt0 Tam? — cripocwit ene cnpiiHo. — Jlogu?

— Her. Koconanbii!

[Moonans, rae crenuack Oypasi riajlb MePecoXIlei Toru, Bo-
podasicst OONBIITYIIHIA 3B€Ph C KOCMATOU MIEPCThI0. YTO-TO BbI-
HIOXMBAJI, COBAJI IEPEJHION0 J1aIly B TOP.

—Bot 1 no6biua! — menny;1 Mupya ¢ azaproM. — 3axX0/u cripa-
Ba, a {1 CJIEBA. ..

OHu cTanu NoaKkpaabiBaTbCs K MEABEII0, HO TOT Y4ysul UX,
0eCroKOIHO BCKUHYJI KPYIITYIO, KaK KOTEJ, TOJIOBY, 3aBepTel elo,



3apblyall.

— [Naym! — xpukHya Mupua ¥ epBbIM BBICTPEJIWII U3 CBOETO
obpe3sa.

[1yns oropBana MeiBei0 KOHYMK yXxa. Bnaapika neca Heucro-
BO B3peBen U nonsaTwicsa. Hukona Bo3miics co CBOUM MyIIIKe-
TOM, BbICEKaJI UCKPY. II0Ka BBICEK, MOKA IPUAIATUICA — MEABEb
ycneJsl pa3BepHYThCS U J1aTh Jepy. ' pAHYBIIMM C OMO3JaHUEM
BBICTpeJI MOACTEerHy1 ero. Mupua, OpaHsch, nepe3apsaui CBOi
o0pe3, GaxHyII elnle pa3, HO MyJIs JI0 LIEJIU He JIoJieTesa — Me/IBeIb
OBLT yXKe JaJeKo, a CKOPO €ro M Clie]] IPOCTHL.

— AX TH X, KUKUMOpa TeOst 3anepu! — Hukoma ot maymm
HIMSIKHYJI MyLIKET 03eMb. — Kakas oxota ¢ TakuM pyxbem? [an-
Ky B3$Th, ¥ TO HaJie)KHee Oy/eT.

Mupua K HeyrauaM OTHOCHUJICS TTPOLLE.

— Ve u ymesn, ero cyactbe. A 4ero 3To OH TaM KOMOIINJICS ?
Hy-xa...

OHU NOAOIILIN K TOMY MECTY, IJIe MUHYTY Ha3a]] BO3UJICS TOI-
TBHITVH, Y YBUJIEIH TOPYALLYIO U3 3EMJIA YEJIOBEUECKYIO PYKY.

— Car-cear-cBAar! — nooneanen Hukomna. — 910 KTo xe?..

Pyka Obl1a TeMHasi, OyATO BhIBAJISIHA B Cake, MaJlblbl CKPIO-
yeHbl. Mupua NpUHSICS NOIKAIbIBATh CHITYYHi TOpg MpUKJIa-
JoM oOpe3a.

— INoiipem orcrona, a? — npennoxuia Hukona apoxaium ro-
nocoM. — He k 100py 3TOT MepTBSIK. ..

— Yero ucnyraiicsi? Cam ke TOBOPHUII: B 9TOM €JIaHU, TIOKa OHa
C BOJO ObLJTa, CTOJIBKO HApOAy MOTOHYIO... [lorsaum, BOpyr



IIpH HEM UTO IIeHHOe HaiieTcs. Torga v 3a KaOaHOM MITH He3a-
YyeM.

HoBon noaeunctsoBall, 1 Hukona, mpeogones oToporb, pe-
IIWJICS TIOMOYb CIYTHUKY. BABOEM OHM BBIKOMAIX BOKPYT MEPT-
Bela MY, BHIOpaJTN U3 Hee JIUITHUK TPYHT. Tenepp yTorieHHuKa
MOXHO OBIJIO PaCCMOTPETh BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX. BT OH co-
BCEM Har, HA €IMHOU TPSIUIIbI HA TeJIE, HO CaMbIM JJTMKOBUHHBIM
OKazaJloch He 3T0. /KecTKkue KypyaBble BOJIOCHI, BLIBOPOUEHHbBIE
ryObl, IPUTLTIOCHYTHIN HOC, TJISTHIIEBAs YEPHOTA KOKH. ..

— Mypun! — BockimkHyn Hukona. — Takue B Adpuke xu-
BYT...

— DTO Kakasl HeuucTasl ero B Hamu 0oJyiota 3aHecia? He 1o
rpuOBI Xke 3a TPUIEBATH 3eMeltb myctuiics. U rae ero onexa? [la-
K€ UCIIOJHETO HETY.

— Orpabwmm, — npeanosioxwi Hukona v myrmBo 3a03upai-
ca. — Cnpixan? B cocemHem xyzelie pa30OiHbIC JTIOAU OObsBU-
JMCh. B IBYX A€peBHSX CKOT yrHAJM, IACTYXY TOJIOBY OTPE3aiu,
a ele OfVH XyTOp COXIJIM HAYKMCTO. A TYT HEryc OOTraThlid... B
OJMHOYKY CTpaHCTBYeT. Hamanu, pa3nenu, MoxXUTKA OTOOpaiu,
a caMoro — B 00JI0TO.

— Jlo cocemHero xymaena aBoe cyTok xoay. He crainm Ob1 oHM
K HaM COBaTbCsl, Y HAC B JEPEBHAX OnHU HuuwMe. [la v 3T10T, —
Mupua KUBHYJ Ha TPy, KOTOPBIi Jiekall B SIME, BHITSIHYB BBEPX
3aKOYEHENyI0 PyKY, — Ha Ooratoro He moxox. [ isau, Tormmii ka-
KOH, KOa J1a KOCTH.

Hukona Bcrasn Bo3Jie ssMbl Ha KOJIEHU, BIEPUJICS B IOKOMHUKA.



[Mocnenumii 1 BrpaBay ObUT HEBOOOPA3UMO Xy/I: BBAJIMBIIMECS
IIEKH, BRINApAoIye pedpa.

— Mupua... — ronoc Hukosnsl caenancst CUIUIbIM, — a Bellb Thl
BEPHO MOAMETHII: KOKa J1a KOCTH. .. Buinuau ero!

— Kak 310 Beimum? YTo Tel MeJielib, AypeHb ?

— Tol cnenon? Y Hero *uiibl OTBOPEHBI M KPpoBH HeT. CTpuroun
BCIO JI0 Karutu Beicocat! ['oBoput s1 Tede, He Ha1o CIoAa XOIUT. . .

Mupua ¢ COMHEHMEM NPUIIIAAEICS K MAJIEHbKUM MTPOAOJITO-
BaThIM PaHKaM Ha JIOKTEBBIX Cr0ax MepTBela.

— He 3y6amu 3r0.

— A 1ebe OTKy/Ia 3HaTh, Kakue y cTpuros 3yobi? OH Te0s1 XOTb
pas kycan?

— Tunyn Tebe! — Mupua, KOTOpOro Toxe Hadaja MmpooupaTh
CTpax, CyHYJI MO HOC TOBAapuIlly 3aCKOpY3Jblil Kynaak. — [Toco-
Ou-ka nyuiie. Ha my30 ero nepesepHeMm.

— s gero?

— A Hy Kak Moji HUM 4TO-HUOYb eCThb?

— Yro nox aum moxer ObITh? Kitan?

— He 3Hat. [Tomoru!

— U ne nogymaro! Konu npucnuumiio, cam €ro u Tsrai.

3n0poBsik Mupya HarHyJscsi HaJ SIMOM U, MOIHATYKUBIIIKCH,
niepeBepHYJT TBepaoe, OyATO U3 TUIICA, TEJIO CO CIMHBI CHaYaIa
Ha OOK, a moToM Ha %uBOT. Kiaga He oOHapy ) WJIOCh, 3aTO MO
KOJIEHSIMU Tpyna Mupya yBUA€e Takue ke TOYHO paHKH, KaK U
Ha pyKax.

— YyaHO, — KOHCTaTUPOBAJ OH U TIOBOIXJI 10 CTOPOHAM J1YJIOM



o0pe3a, oracasch, 4To 3a KyCTaMH, MPUMBIKAIOIIUMH K O0JIOTY,
3aTalJIMCh OITACHBIE POTUBHUKMU. — KTO TakoB 310T MypHH? KTO
ero youn? Kak? 3a uto?

— He namero yma neno, — ckaszan Hukona, BcTan v OTpsIXHYI
MOPTKY OT HAJIMIIIIEN TOPPSAHOUN KPOIIKU. — MBICTTIO 51, HaJI0 TO-
CKOpee OTCelb yOpaThCsl.

Mupua Ha 3TOT pa3 He Bo3paxail. Pacxorenoch eMy UATH K
peKe U BbICIeKMUBATh Ka0aHa.

— Jlemak c He#, ¢ OXOTOU, MOILIM AOMOU. A TO W TIpaBja He
POBEH 4ac. ..

OHu Hacmex 3achilain OOECKPOBJIEHHOTO Heryca Topdom,
B3sUIM HA U3TOTOBKY CBOE OPYKHE U TUXO-TUXO, IPUCITYIITUBASICh
K KQK/IOMY 3BYKY, TIOKUHYJIM HEXOPOIIIEe MECTO.



I'maBa nepBas. Cepaue
TpancuiabBaHUU

Aenenue ueproezo uenoeexka. — Monuaauswlii 20poyH. — Anuma
npu cmepmu. — Yecmo Beponuku noosepzaemcst onacHOCHU. —
Cayea, komopomy nozeoneno mHozoe. — Maxcumos mpebyem ca-
mucgaxuuu. — /eenaouamo 3on10muix uen. — I pagh Hneepac.
Yenemw 3a noawaca. — Kozoa eépaz cmanoeumcs coro3HUKOM. —
[Ipobneck Haodexcovl. —[loe30ka no nepeceuerHoli MeCmHOCU. —
3amox 6 npukapnamckom aecy. — [Ipoucuwecmeue y konrooya. —
Tpuweney, ¢ Jlynol. — Cmpannas kyxapka. — Peokuii cayuaii, ko-
20a Makcumos ucnvimeléaenm cmpax.

Crosiia no3aHsis IpoMo3IJiasi OceHb. TeMHbIe TyuH, IJIOTHBIE,
Kak 10(Th, 3aBOJIAKUBATIM HeOO. MasonprMeTHasi IepeBeHbKa,
pacnosiokeHHas Ha paCCTOSIHUY NOJIyTOpa KOHHBIX [IEPETOHOB OT
ropona IlleccOypra, yacto umeHoBaBIerocs no-3aemHemy Cu-
TUIIOApOM, yTonania B rps3u. JJoxIb 11 HempepbIBHO YKe JBOe
CYTOK M TIPEBPATII JJOPOTY, CBSA3BIBAIOIILYIO IEPEBHIO C TOPOJIOM,
B IIEpenpestyio MA3IIIYIO Kally.

[To 3TOl-TO Kaille MeIJIEHHO U TSKKO JBUraach abCOIIOTHO
yepHasi, 6e3 MaJIeHIlero CBET/IOro msTHa u 6e3 eIMHOTO OMo3Ha-
BaTEJIbHOTO 3HaKa, KapeTa. [[Be Takue ke YepHbIe JIOMAau, MO-
ryque, ¢ MOXHAThIMU HOraMH, HaTY)KHO BOJIOKJIU €€ TI0 BS3KOMY



MecuBy. Koseca 3apbiBajiiCh B TOIKYIO DJIMHY ITOYTH HETUKOM, U
ecqu O MOSIBWIICS OTKY/Ia-HUOYIb CTOPOHHUI HAOTIONATEIh, KO-
TOPOMY B3/IyMaJIOCh CTOJIOSHETh Ha 000YMHE MeX HaXOXJIEHHbIX
OYKOB ¥ MOKKEBEJIOBBIX KyCTOB, €My MOIJIO ObI IOKA3aThCsI, UTO
KapeTa He eJIeT, a TUIBIBET, CKOJIb3sI THUIIIEM 10 MYTHOM 3bIOU.

Ha xo3nmax mputyauics 4eJoBeK pOCTOM He BBIIIIE YETHIPEX C
TIOJIOBUHOM (DYTOB, CIIOBHO OBl BHIPYOJIEHHBIN MacTepOM-HeyMe-
XOW M3 KOPSIBOTO y3JI0BaTtoro komJs. HermomepHbIX pa3mepoB
KBaJjpaTHas roJioBa CUjeNa MPSAMO Ha IUiedax, 0e3 BHUIMMBIX
MIPU3HAKOB Iier. ['py0o ouepUYeHHbIE IJIeUH MePEeXOIIIN B JIJTHH-
HbIE U, HAJIO TI0JIaraTh, HAJUTHIC HEMAJION CHJION PyKH, CKMMAaB-
IIMe BOXKH. B I0MmoTHeHne Ko BceMy YesloBeK MMell ropo, Tpe-
BpallaBIIMii 1 6e3 Toro ypommByio ¢urypy B 6echopMeHHBIN
KOM TUTOTH. BO3HHMIA 1MO-3BEPUHOMY CKaJIMJI BOCKOBOTO IIBETA
3yOBl ¥ U37]aBaJl pe3KKe HOCOBBIE 3BYKH — UTO-TO BPOAE «yM-M!
yM-M!». Ha jiormaieit oH1 poM3BOMIIM TAKOE BIICUATIICHUE, UTO
9TU C BUY OECCTpacTHbIC KUBOTHBIC BCAKUN pa3 B3paruBaiiy,
Kak OT yaapa Oudom.

BbexaB B AepeBHIO, KapeTa ¢ YaBKaHbEM JIOTON3JIa JI0 TTOKO-
CHBIIIETOCsI TPAKTUPA, U 3[eCh TOPOATHI BO3HMIIA HATSIHY.T TIO-
Bobs1. Jlomaau nociymHo cramu. [opOyH ¢ KHBOCTBIO, KOTO-
past HIKaK He TApMOHHMPOBAJA C €0 HECYpPa3HbIM TEJIOCIOKEHH-
€M, COCKOUMJI Ha 3eMJTIO, TTOZIOIIEN K KapeTe COOKY M pacraxHyJl
aBepity. VI3 Henp uepHOro KyOa SIBUJICS] BBICOKHIA U XYJION, TOYHO
orno65s1, cyobekT. OH Takxke ObUT 00aueH BO BCE UepHOE: Yep-
HBII TUTAIl C TIOJIaMU HUXe KOJIeH, YepHble OPIOKH, YepHbIe 00-



TUHKH, YEpHbIE IEPUYATKU U YePHBIN IWIMHIP HA rojoBe. EauH-
CTBEHHBIM, YTO KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO C STOU TyCTOM YEPHOTOM, ObI-
JI0 €ro JIMIO — HEeCTeCTBEHHO Oesioe, Kakoe ObIBaeT y Masiies,
OOWJIBHO TMOJIb3YIONIMXCS Mynpoil. BripoueM, yepHbIil HE3HAKO-
Mell, ejBa COI/isl C MOJHOXKH, MOCIEUINI TPUKPHITh HUKHIO
4acThb CBOEN (PU3MOHOMHHU TOJICTHIM IepcTsHbIM Mmapdom. Ha
BUJIy OCTAJUCh TOJIBKO [UIMHHBIN, MO-SICTPEOMHOMY 3arHyTHIi
HOC ¥ [J1a3a — OCTPbIE, IPOHU3BIBAIOLINE, C KEJITUZHOU.

He oOMeHsIBIIMCH HU CJIOBOM, MPHE3KUE BOIUIMA B TPAKTHP.
K HMM TyT ke MOJICKOYMII XO3SIMH — BePT/ISBBIA OOpOjiad ¢ BO-
POBCKMM IIPUIILYPOM.

— Yero xkeaere, Ballla MU. .. — Ha4aJl OH MO-BAJIAILICKU U OCEK-
s, IJIA151 HA YEPHOI'0 HE3HAKOMIIA.

— Jlyumiyio KOMHaTy, — OTPBIBUCTO IIPOU3HEC ITOCETUTENb Ha
TOM K€ Hape4nu, He OTHUMasl 1apda ot OleIHbIX IIEeK.

XO034MH 3aMsICA:

— Jly4dinas 3aHdra. ..

— 3andara? Kem?

— Kakwue-to pycckue. Tpoe... I'ocnonyH ¢ rocioxou u ciy-
*aHka. Ecnm Bama MAJIOCTh U3BOJIMT, B JIEPEBHE MOKHO CHATh
JOM. fl 3HaK0 HaJEKHOTO YEJIOBEKA, Y HETO YUCTO... OH U BO3b-
MET HE0POTO.

— Y0 THI Bpelb! — CepaAUTO PEepBal €ro YEPHbIM YEJI0BEK. —
Sl 3Har Bally ObIpy, 34ECh HETAE OCTAHOBUTHCS, KPOME TBOETO
Tpaktupa. [Touemy Obl 3TUM pycckuM He ycTynuTh MHe? {1 3a-
IU1a4y BTPOE.



— Hukak HEeBO3MOXHO, Ballla MHJIOCTb, — 3a00pMOTaJT X0341-
uH. — 5 OBl M caM XOTeJ, 9TOOBl OHHM YOPaTCh OTCIONA, HO. ..

— Ho uro?

— ¥ rocnoxu xosepa, Halll JIeKapb CKa3ajl, YTO OHa U JBYX
JTHEU He MPOTSIHET.

— Tem Gonee. 3auem eit komHarta? OHa HaBepHsIKa Oe3 co3Ha-
HUS, €l BCe paBHO, IJIe yMUPATh.

— 4 Toxe Tak qymaro, Ballla MWJIOCTb, HO €€ MyX... OH Ipu-
I'PO3WJI, YTO 3aCTPENIUT JIIOOOTO, KTO CYHETCS K HUM.

[To BceMy ObLIO SICHO, YTO XO3SIMH 3HAET BU3UTEpa, OOUTCS
€ro ¥ Mmperoyest Obl COCEICTBO C XOIEPHOM OOTBHOM, YeM C 3THM
0€JI0IMLIBIM YEPHOPU3LIEM.

[opOarthlii Kyuep CTOsLT Ha TOJIIIIAra rno3ai CBOero CIyTHHUKA,
6€3MOJIBCTBOBAJI, OJHAKO CMOTPEJ Ha BJIaJIejbIla TPAKTHPA C Ta-
KO MCHenessioleil HEeHaBUCThIo, OY/ITO Mepea HUM ObLT cMep-
TeJIbHbIN Bpar. 3aTsHYyBIIMECS PenuparebCcTBa ropOyHy sIBHO
HE HPABUJIUCH.

— Tak 4TO, BaIa MUJIOCTh, Y MEHsI BaM OyZIET OIacHO, — IPo-
JOJIKaJ YaCTUTh TPAKTUPLIMK. — 3apa3uTech, a TO U MO MyJII0
NOMacTb MOXKHO... E3xaiite nogoOpy-no3aopoy, Mol BaMm co-
BET.

— MHe He HyXHBI TBOM COBETBI! — OTpe3al YEpHBIM, KPATKO
NeperyITHYBIIUCH C TOpOyHOM. — MBI octanemcs. Ha ynvnie mo-
TON — He NpoexaTh. Benu pacnpsAus Jioniagen v nocTaBUTh UX B
KOHIOIIHIO. A HaM NofIail YKUH, /1a oxuBee!

U 06a mpre3kux cesu 3a JOIATHIN CTOJ, HaJl KOTOPBIM BHCENa



MacCJjisgHasd JiaMIia.

- CJ'IYH_IB.IO, Balma MWJIOCTb, — YIABIIMM TI'OJOCOM MOJIBAJI
TPAKTUPHIUK U OTIIPABUJICA BBIIIOJIHATL OTAAHHBIC EMY PaCIlOPsA-
KECHUA.

[okyna aynicst pUBEICHHBIN BBIIIIE TUAJIOT, B TPAKTUPHOM
(purenbke ymupana Ta camasi roCoxa, O KOTOPOi TOJBKO YTO
NOBEJaJ1 XO35IMH 3TOr0 3aBeJeHNs. X0Jiepa HACTUIJIA €€ BHE3aIl-
HO ¥ CBaJIWJia B IOPOre, KOrAa CyIpysKeckas yeTa BO3Bpallaiach
U3 3arpaHUYHOrO MyTEIIeCTBUs B Mpeaesisl Poccuiickon nmre-
pun. Myx OG0bHOW — BOEHHbIN MHkeHep AJjiekceil MakcumoB, ¢
HEKOTOPBIX MOp MpeObIBABIINI B OTCTABKE, — CHJIEJ MOJIe KPo-
BaTH U BIVIS/IBIBAJICS B JIUIIO CBOEW HecuacTHON AHUTHL. Ee Heko-
IJ1a CMyIJiasi Koxa 1mooesiena U MorJia Terepb COlepHUYAaTh 1Be-
TOM C KOXEH CTPaHHOTO MPHUE3KEr0, YTO TOJKOBAT BHU3Y C XO-
35IMHOM. MaKCMMOB CJIblIIAJI, KaK MOJIKAaThiIa K JOMY KapeTa, HO
K OKHY MoaxoauTh He crai. [lomonuia mo6onbiTHas Beponuka —
ciyxaHka. OHa Bujiesia BHIIGANINX U3 KapeTsl JIoIeH, oOpaTuia
BHUMaHMe M Ha ropO Kydepa, U Ha JIMII0 HE3HAKOMIIA, KOTOpOe
CKBO3b 3JIANAHHOE OKOHHOE CTEKJIO MPEeICTaBUIIOCh el He 00-
nee yem OesibiM sATHOM. Ho MakcrMoBy ObLIIO BCe paBHO, KTO U
3ayeM npriexai. OH Jymai ToJbKo 00 AHUTE, U MBICITU €10 ObUTH
0e30Tpa/IHbI.

OHa y:xe Tpoe CyTOK HUYETO HE €J1a, a CO BUEPA HE MPUXOIU-
Jla B 4yBCTBO. Jlpllllasia XpUILIO U C TAKOM HaJCca/lon, 4To Ka3a-
JIOCh, Ha TPY/IU €€ JIS)KUT HeNoIbeMHast KaMeHHas Tibioa. Mak-



CHMOB OTUYAsIHHO LIETUISJICS 32 HaJIeXkKy, OJHAKO pa3yM HACTOM-
YUBO MOJCKA3bIBAJI EMY, YTO JHU €r0 MWJIOW AHHTBI COUYTEHBI.
D710 OBUIO YYJOBUIIHO, TJTYIIO, HECIIPABEJIUBO. .. HO OH HUYETO
HE MOT IOZENAaTh.

— Iloenu 6 camu vero-undymp, Jlekceii [lerpoBuy, — xanoct-
JIMBO Iporosopuia BepoHuka, otonas or okHa. — Micxynanu-To
BOH KaK...

— He xouy, — oro3Basics MakcumoB. — Cxonu Jiydlie BHM3,
cripocu OyThUIKY BUHA. B ropie nepecoxJio.

Beponuka ckopOHO TIOKavasa rojioBOM U, TUXO CTYyMasl, BbI-
nuia U3 KomHatbl. [loBucna rpoGoBast THILIMHA, Hapyllaemas
JIMIITb TIPEPHIBUCTBIM JAbIXaHUEM yMUpatoliell. MakcuMoB 00XBa-
TWJI PyKaMu TOJIOBY, €ro AyIWIn pbiianus. [lpu cinyxaHnke oH
ellle CTapayiCs CAEPKUBATHCS, HO CENYAC rOpe pBaJOCh HAPYKY,
¥ OH TOTOB OB PACIIAKATHCS, KaK MaJIOJIETHUI PeOEHOK.

HeoxngaHHo M3-3a 1BEpU JOHECCS CAABJICHHBIA JKEHCKUM
KpUK. MakCUMOB BCKMHYJI T'OJIOBY, MHCTUHKTUBHO CXBAaTUJ CO
CTOJIMKA 3apsikeHHbIM peBonbeep «Kombt [laTepcon», koTopeii
TI0CJIE€ CTBIYKM C XO35IMHOM TPaKTUPA BCEI/A IeprKall IO, PyKOU.

Kpuk noBropuiics, yxe 6osee 380HK0. COMHEHMIT He OCTaBa-
JIOCh: Kpryasa BepoHuka.

MakcuMOB ¢ PeBOJIBBEPOM B PYKE BBIMETHYJICS U3 KOMHATHI.
Cpazy ke yBUJEeJl Ha JIECTHULIE, BEAYIIEN BHU3, B 3aJIbUYMK, I7I€
CTOSIJIM CTOJIBI J1s1 Tpane3bl, BEpoHUKY, a BO3Jie Hee — OTBpaTH-
TEJIbHOTO Ha BUJI TOPOyHA C OrPOMHO¥M T'OJIOBOM U JITTUHHBIMHU PY-
KaMu. DTUMH pyKaMu OH 0OBMBa BepoHUKY Torepek TyIOBH-



112 ¥ IPUKUMAT K ceOe ¢ TaKOW CUJION, UTO y OeHSIKKY, HaBep-
HOe, Tperaim pedpa. BepoHuka peBea 6j1arum MaToM U KOJIOII-
MaTuJia OXaJIbHUKA KyJJa4KaMH IO CILTIOCHY TOW MaKyIIKe, HO TOT
TOJILKO JKMYPHJICS OT YIOBOJIbCTBUSI, KaK CHITBIA KOT.

MakcuMoB, He pa3IyMbIBasi, HOICKOUMII K HUM M XBaTHII Mep-
3aBIla PYKOSITKOM peBoibBepa 1o Oamrke. ['opOyH pazkan pykw,
ornyctui BepoHuky, HO He ynasl. MakcMMoBa 3T0 U3yMUJIO, KOO
yzap ObLJT TAKOYW CHJTBI, YTO OTJTYIIIWII ObI KOTO yroqHoO. BepoHuka,
He MpeKpalnas rojIoCUTh, HBIPHYJIA 3a CIIMHY CBOETO 3aCTYITHU-
ka. [opOyH cMepwIt ero OIeHUBAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM.

HewusBecTHO, 4yeM 3aBepIInIOCh Obl 3TO IPOTUBOCTOSTHUE, €C-
71 ObI Ha JIECTHUIIE He TIOKA3aJIcsl YepHbIi He3HakoMerl. OH 1oji-
HSUJICSI HA HECKOJIBKO CKPHITYYHMX CTYHEHEK U MOJIOKUI TOpOyHY
PYKY Ha TUIeYO.

— Pardon, monsieur, — mpou3Hec OH Ha Oe3ynpeyHoM (ppaH-
ITy3CKOM, oOparasich K MakcuMoBy. — YTo 371€Ch por301uio?

MakcrMOB 3110 KauHYyJT CTBOJIOM «IlatepcoHa» B CTOpOHY rop-
OyHa:

— 9710 Baml ciayra?

— Ha. Ero 30ByT ﬁOHyu. A B yeMm neno?

[onoc y yepHOro yenoBeka ObLT COBEPIIEHHO OECCTPACTHBIN.

— OH Hanas1 Ha MOKO TOPHUYHYIO.

—Ionon 3agupan! — noxanopajiack BepoHuka rmo-pycck, Jio-
raIaBIIKICh, O YeM WJIET pedb. — B ma3yxy jie3, OKasHHbIA... A
MIOTOM YXBaTHJI BOT 9/IaK ¥ J]aBail B MEHsI T'YOUINAMH THIKAThCS. ..

Thy!



— Crymaii k 6apbiHe, — Beses el MakcuMoB.

Beponmuka ygamnack HemeniieHHo. OOIecTBO HECOCTOSIBIIIE-
roCsl HACUJIbHUKA ITyTaJIo €e.

MakcuMOB 0KU/ajl, YTO YEPHbIM YEIOBEK OTYUTAET CBOETO
JlaKkesi, a TO U BPEXET EMY XOPOILIEHbKO IO yXy, HO HUYEro Mo-
JOOHOTO HE CITy4YmIoch. YepHbIi MmoxJjionan ropOyHa 1o Iuiedy,
IPOLIENTA EMY HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, KOTOpble MaKkCUMOB HE pa3o0-
OpaJl, ¥ TOT MPECIIOKOIHO 3aTOMNA BHUS.

BHyTpu y MakcuMoBa Bce BCKUIIENO OT THEBA.

— U BBI He coOmpaeTech ero HakazaTh? — MPOLIEIIIT OH.

— Hu B koeM ciyuae, — nmocsaeoBaj XJ1aJHOKPOBHBIA OTBET. —
WMoyl — npefaHHblid cliyra, U sl CIUIIKOM JIOPOXKY UM, YTOOBI
OCKOPOJIATH O€3 MOBOIA.

— be3 nosoga?!

— 41 yBepeH, 4To y Hero He ObUIO TypHBIX HamepeHuid. [To3a-
UTPBIBAJT HEMHOT'O C Ballle CTY>KaHKOW — UTO TYT TaKOro?

— Bort uT0, MUJIOCTHBBIN rocyaapb, — npomurea MakCuMoB,
Oylyur He B CHJIaX CHOCUTD 3TOT U3AEBATEIbCKH-PABHOMYIITHBII
TOH, — €CJIU BbI HE JKeJlaeTe, YTOObI OTBETUJT Balll CJTyra, OTBETHUTE
camu!

— BbI ceppe3Ho? — cripocrl ONieJHONUIIBIA, HAIYTh HE UCITY-
raBIIKCh. — Torga noxaaynre 3a MHOU.

OH cmeJs1o MOBEPHYJICS CIIMHOU K PEBOJIbBEPY U, COMAA C JIECT-
HUIIbI, TPUOU3UIICS K CTONY, HA KOTOPOM YK€ CTOSUIM TapesiKu
C HaBapuCTON YopOO# 1 (papIIMpoBaHHBIMU OaKJIa)KaHAMH U OT-
KyTOpeHHast OyThIIKa (heTSICKHU.



MakcuMOBY HUUETO He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK MOCJIEI0BATh 32 HUM.
PeBonbBep OH yOpas, pemmB Ui Havajla MO-IKEHTIbMEHCKH
BBICJIyIIIATh CBOETO IIPOTUBHHUKA.

B Tpane3Hoil He ObLIO OOJIBIIIE HUKOTO: ropOarhlii Ucues, a
TPAKTUPIIHK, KOTOPBIH JIOJKEH ObUT YCIIBIIIATH IIyM MIOTACOBKH,
cuen, OYeBUIHO, 32 O1aro HA BO YTO HE BMEIIMBATHCA.

— Wrak, BBl TBEPIO HAMEPEHBI PACKBUTATHCS CO MHOM 3a IIPO-
CTYIIOK MOETO CIIyI'? — CIPOCWJI YEPHBIU, Cajsch 3a crol. — U
Bbl YBEPEHBI, UTO BaM Y/IACTCSl 3TO ClIENaTh?

— Ilonarato, y MEHs1 €CTh HEKOTOPBIU OMBIT, — JIEASTHBIM TOJIO-
COM OTBETCTBOBAJl MaKCHMMOB U CEJl HAIIPOTHUB.

— BBITh MOXET, Mpeske Mbl YCTPOMM HeOOJbIIIOe UCTIHITaHUEe?
OueHnM, Tak CKa3aTh, BO3MOXKHOCTH APYT Ipyra.

HecnemHo Benst Geceny, CJIOBHO OHA Kacajiach OTBICYEHHBIX
Y HE3HAUMTENILHBIX TEM, HEe3HAKOMell OypaBHJI PyCCKOTO CBOMMH
yY3KUMHU 3padykamu. HukHss yacTb ero Juia Bce Tak e OCTaBa-
Jlach MPUKPBITON mapgom. MakcuMOBa 3TO OTKPOBEHHO OeCH-
JI0.

— Iocnymaiire. .. Kak Bamie ums? Ipexne yem Bac youTs, s
JOJIKEH 3TO y3HaTh. V1 OTKpoiTe HaKoHel JIMIO!

— Jluua s He OTKPOIO, — BBIJJOXHYJI YEPHBI YEJIOBEK CKBO3b
BA3AHYIO TKaHb mapda, —a uMs Moe. .. — TyT OH caenai naysy. —
Moxete HazbiBaTh MeHs1 rpadpom NHrepacom. U 3ametnTe, 4TO
éaute 1l MEHsI HUCKOJIBKO HE UHTEPECYeT.

MakcumoB ObUI yA3BIIEH HOBOW YHUUMKUTEILHON OTIIOBE/IBIO
¥ TeM He MeHee cUesl HyXKHBIM MPeICTaBUTHCS, 1a0bl COOMOCTH



npaBuia 3TuKeTa. MIHrepac, uiau KTo Obl OH TaM HU ObLT, U3BJIEK
U3 KapMaHa CBOETO IIIaIlla MaJeHbKYIO TUIOCKYI0 KOPOOOUKY TIO-
JIMPOBAHHOTO JiepeBa, MOCTABUJ €€ Ha CTOJ M OTKUHYJI KpbIIl-
Ky. Ha 1He kopoOouku, B OapXaTHBIX KeJIOOKaX, JIe)Kalu IBeHa-
JATh 30JI0THIX UIJI.

— Habop s urnoykansiBanus? — ynuBmics MakcUMOB. —
Bpl, crano ObiTh, Bpau?

— B HekoTopon crenenu, — ykjioHuscs VHrepac ot nmpsmoro
OTBETa 1, BHIHYB U3 KOPOOOYKH JIBE UIJIbI, IOJIOKIII MX HA CTOJT. —
Bor Bam opyxue, cynaps. IIocMOTpUM, HACKOJIBKO JIOBKO BHI C
HUM YIPaBUTECh.

— Bbl cmeetech?

— 51 6epych nOKa3aTh, YTO Bbl HE B COCTOSIHUM MPUCTPEITUTD
MEHsI, TIOCKOJIbKY B TaKOM Jejie BakHa ObICTpOTa peakiuu. 51
YBEPHYCh OT Balllel MyJIH, JaKe €C/M Bbl Oy/ieTe CTPeNIsATh B YIOP.

— A Bbl CaMOHa/IesIHHbI | — XMBIKHYJ1 MakcuMoB. — 51 3aHumall-
cs1 OOKCOM, TaK 4TO PeaKIIys Y MeHsi OTMEHHas.

— Torma nmocpamure meHns! — ['pad cnBuHy! Ha Kpait crona
TapeJKy v OYTHUIKY H TIOJIOKHJT IBE 30JI0THIX UIJIBI MEXKY COOOM
Y IPOTUBHUKOM. — Kak TOJIbKO 3TOT cocys ynaJeT Ha IoJ, XBa-
TalTe UIJTY, YTO JIEXKUT OJIMKE K BaM, M BTHIKAWTE €€ MHE B PYKY.
Y mens Oyager TOYHO TaKOM ke IIaHC.

Tyt MakcuMoB 3aMeTnI1, 4To HeOpexHoe ABuxkeHue rpada,
KakMM OH yOpaJs MelllaBIlie MpeAMeThl, UMEIO Ha CAaMOM Jiese
TOYHBIA pacyer. ByThlka ¢ Oesoi (heTsSCKoM CTosia Ha cCaMOM
KPalo CTOJICHIHMIBI U MOfIparuBajia, roToBasi BOT-BOT PyXHYTb.



—Wper! — ckazan MakcMMOB Y UIEITHYJT JIEBYIO PYKY JIAJJOHBIO
Ha ctoit. — Kto GbicTpee!

Wurepac caenan to xe camoe. CTon 4yTh IATHYJICA, U Oy-
ThUIKA CBaJIWJIach ¢ Hero. Pasaasncs Tpeck Oblolerocs crekia,
MakcuMOB NpaBoOil pyKO#M YUENWUJ MpeHa3HAYeHHOE eMY Opy-
ave (3TO OKa3aloch HE TaK MPOCTO CAeJaTh, TaK Kak Mrjia Obl-
JIa Ype3BbIYAIHO TOHKOI), HO TOTYAC OIILYTHJI OOJb B JIEBOM 3a-
1ACThE. DTO rpad HEYJIOBUMBIM JBUKEHUEM CXBATUJI CBOIO UIUTY
Y HaHeC TOYHBIN yaap.

— Yepr! — mpobopmoTan MakcMOB, YCTaBsICh HA KaIlIio KPo-
BU, BBICTYIIMBIIYIO U3 ITpokoiia. — Kak Bam 310 yaanocs? [la eme
B IIepYaTKax...

— 41 Bac yoequn? — I'pach akKypaTHO YJIOKHUI UIJIBI OOPATHO
B KOPOOOYKY, 3aXJIOIHYJI KPHIIIKY ¥ BBIHYJ U3 KapMaHa YBECH-
CTBIii XPOHOMETP, Cy/sl [0 MapKUPOBKE, U3rOTOBJIEHHDI B Ke-
HeBe. — A Terepb y Hac ecTb MPUMEPHO 1014aca Ha TO, YTOObI
HIOTOBOPHUTB.

— [Touemy nosyaca?

— I[oTomy, TOpOro¥ Bel MOM, UTO 3TH UIJIbI 00pabOTaHbI CO-
CTaBOM, BBIJIEJIEHHBIM MHOIO U3 CEMSIH PBOTHOIO Opexa. JTO Ta-
KOE TPOMHUYECKOe IepeBO, OHO pacteT B KOxHoit A3zuu... Ypes-
BBIYATHO TOKCUYHO.

Bl MeHs orpaBuin? — cripocus MakCUMOB.

Elle HeckosbKO iHel Ha3ajl OH Obl BLEMWJICS 9TOMY JIEMOHY
B IJIOTKY, Tipuriedarai 0enoi (pu3noHOMUEN 00 CTOI. .. CJIOBOM,
TIPOSIBUJI ObI BITOJTHE €CTECTBEHHBIE B JAHHOM CJTy4ae SMOIMHU, HO



ceiuac, 3Has1, 9YTO OTpaja BCcel ero KU3HU — ero nooumas Hei-
JIV — yKe TIPAaKTUIECKY TIOTEPSTHA, OH 00PaIoBaJICS MEPCIICKTHBE
yMepeTh OT uykol pyku. Hukakoro rpexa, eie u B My4YeHUKU
3aIUIIyT.

— Jla, s Bac oTpaBwII, — MpU3HAJICS KOBapHBIA rpad 6e3 TeHn
packasinusi. — Ml eciiu BaM €CTh UTO paccKas3arh repej CMEPTHIO —
pacckaxure.

Menpliiie Bcero MakCMMOBY XOTEJIOCh OTKPOBEHHUYATH TEPe]]
TaKUM BOT MCIIOBEJIHUKOM, HO BBIOOpa He OBLIO.

— Xopol110, — Mpou3HeC OH. — Bbl MeHsI IepeXuTpuin, HO ITO
HEe MMeeT 3HaueHHUsl. XOTUTE HaMoCIeAOoK MOCAYIIaTh MOIO Tie-
YaJIbHYIO UCTOPHUIO — CITyIIIANTe. . .

AHHTa MeTalach Ha MPOJABJICHHOM, MOKPOU OT IOTa MOLYII-
ke. JIob ropen, U3 MOMYOTKPHITOrO pra ¢ OOMETaHHBIMU JIMXO-
pagKoW CYyXMMH Ty0aMy BbIPbIBAJIUCH HEpa3OOpUMBbHIE 3BYKU.
CepnobonbHasi Beponuka myckasna cjie3y ¥ TOMHUHYTHO MEHsIa
BJIQXKHBIE TPSANKU HA IOJIOBE CBOEH rOCTIOKHU.

— Yro %k 310 Takoe, AHHa CepreBHa! — npuunTasia oHa. — Bee-
I/1a 310pOBeHbKME ObLIH, a TYT... beansiii Jlekceii [lerpoBuy!

Bnpyr Anura, OyaTO BBHITOJKHYTasi KEM-TO U3 JIMIIKOTO MO-
POYHOTO 3a0bIThsl, BCKUHYJIACh, TIPUITOAHSIACH HA KPOBaTH, OT-
KpbUIa I71a3a 1 00Besla KOMHATY BOCMAJIEHHBIM B30POM.

—I'me on? — mpornienTana oHa nmoutu 6e3 rojoca. — [ ne Anekc?

— Onu Tytouku! — moxackoumna Beponuka, oOpamoBaHHast
TeM, 4To OapbIHs mpuiUia B ceds. — Buusy... S ceifuac kankHy!



Ona puHyJach K JBEpPU, HO Ta paclaxHyjach €l HaBCTpeuy,
Y B KOMHATy Bolles AJIeKC. 32 HUM Ha JUIMHHBIX, KaK y aucTa,
HOTax BBIINIArUBaJl HEKTO HE3HAKOMBIA. AHHUTA €/1Ba JIM ycIiena
KaK CJIelyeT pasIyiseTh BOLIEANIMX — [Jla3a €€ 3aKaTWJIUCh, OHA
ylnaja Ha TOCTeNIb ¥ BHOBb TIOTPY3Wach B 3a0biThe. BepoHuka
3amepiia Bo3jie KpoBaru. OHa cMOTpesia He Ha OAphIHIO U He Ha
OapuHa, a Ha CTPAIIHOTO YeJloBeKa, KOTOPOro TOT MPUBEI C CO-
60i1. ['pac ObLT MOX0XK HA MyMMIO, 3aKyTaHHYIO B YEPHBI CaBaH.

— Bor oHa, — THXO cka3as MakcuMOB, yKa3bplBas HA AHMWTY.
W noGasw ermie THiie, YTOObI HE paccbliiaia ciyXaHka: — Ec-
JI BBl OTOMpAeTe MOIO KU3Hb, TO, ObITh MOXET, B3aMeH cIlaceTe
JIpyryio?

— YT0oOBI HE HApyIIaTh PaBHOBECHS? — YCMeXHYJICs rpad), To-
Jo1IeNT K OOJNLHOM, BCMOTPEJICS B €€ JIMIIO, TOITyal UCXY/IaB-
HIyI0 PYKY, IPUITOTHSLT BeKO. — [la. .. monoxkeHue cepbe3Hoe.

— Cnacenus ner?

— 41 Tak He ckazan. [IpukaxuTe CBOe TOpHUYHOW MPUHECTH
Mo# cakBoszk. OH B Kapere.

MakcumoB niepesian npocbOy rpaca Beponuke. Ta 3amaxana
pyKamu:

— He noiiny! Tam 3TOT uaon noraHblii, a Hy Kak OISTh MpU-
BsikeTcs? Botock 4 ero, Jlekcen IerpoBuy!

— OH Te0s He TpOHeT, — nmooderan MakCMMOB U CYHYIT e B
pyky «Ilatepcon». — Eciu uTo — cTpesnsii npsmMo B cepiile.

Beponuka onaciuBo B3sila peBOJIbBEP, CYHYJIa TMOA I00KH U
BhINILIA. [71a3a rpacda, HaOMOMABIIETO STy CIIEHY, CMEsUTUCh.



Iloka BepoHuka oTCcyTCTBOBANA, OH €IlIE pa3 OCMOTpen AHU-
Ty, Ha 3TOT pa3 noapoOHee. MakCUMOBY ObUIO HEMPHUSTHO BH-
JIeTh, KaK Mayyubt Jianbl IHrepaca, ¢ KOTOpbIX TOT TaK U HE CHSUIT
nepyarok, npukacatoorcs K tesy Hennmu. Ho o npomonuan.

— Baina xeHa — Hepycckas? — cripocui rpad. — Y Hee 4epTbl
JIMIa, XapaKTEPHbIE 7151 3aNaJIHOEBPOIIEUCKUX WM JIATUHOAME-
PUKAHCKHMX HapOJIOB.

— Ona ucnanka. 9T0 BaxXHO?

— S npuiLen K BBIBOLY, UTO y IPEJCTaBUTENIeN Pa3HbIX HALIUI
OJIHU M Te ke OOJIE3HN MOTYT IIPOTeKaTh Mo-pa3HoMy. Tak 4uTo
J00ast eTaib MOKET HaM MTPUTOTUTHCS. . .

Korna BepoHuka npuHecna cakBosik, rpad BbIHYI OTTyJa
OCTpBIH KaK OpHUTBA JIAHIIET, TIOTI0O0BAJICS €ro JIE3BUEM M CHOBA
HAKJIOHUJICS HaJl OeCUyBCTBEHHOW AHUTON. MaKCHUMOB CXBATHII
€ro 3a JIOKOTb:

— KpoBoryckanue? Bbl ke BUAMTE: OHA U TaK NOTEPsijia MHOTO
CHII... DTO yObeT ee HeMe/IJICHHO !

— Kt0 roBopur o kpoBonyckanuu? — npoopyai rpad. — A
X04y MCCJIeIOBaTh €€ KPOBb M BBISICHUTh, HACKOJIBKO 3alylIeHa
6one3Hb. Bon To Gmoaiie yrcroe? Bozpmurte ero.

WNHrepac roBopus1 yBEPEHHO, CO 3HaHUEM Jie1a, 1 MakcumoB
MOBUHOBAJICS, XOTh U HE CJIbIIIAJ HUKOTJA HU O KAKUX UCCIIEN0-
BaHUAX KpoBU. ['pad nmpunomHsu1 ofiessno, KOTOpsIM ObLTa YKPbI-
Ta OONbHAs, BHICBOOOAMII ee MpaBylo Hory. Hekoropoe Bpems
Pa3MHHAJ MOIOIIIBY, 3aTEM OCTOPOKHO OTTSIHYJI B CTOPOHY OOJTb-
IIOM TaJiel] Ha CTYITHE.



MaxkcuMOB cMOTpeN Ha JieKaps ¢ HaJexkI0u, Beponuka — ¢
y’KacoM, KaK Ha KOJIyHa, COBEPIIAIOIIETO YTO-TO OOrOMPOTHB-
HOE.

— Ioncrasnsiite 6monne, — ckomangosani rpad. — Y Bac B
Poccuu 17151 5TOro nMpoKasnbBaloT Oe3bIMSIHHBIN MAJIET], HO 51 TPH-
JEepAKUBAIOCh (PPAHILY3CKOM METOOUKH. B Horax naeieHue Kpo-
BU BBIIIIE, HECKOJIBKO KaresIb Mbl HabepeM, a OoJIbIle IMoKa 1 He
HAaJIo.

MaxkcuMoB 1nogHec NocyauHy K Kposaru, MHrepac caenan
KPOIIEUHBI HA/Ipe3 MeXIy MaJIblleB AHUTHI, U B OJIOAIIE 3aKa-
najia TeMHasi XuaKocTb. Korga HaOpanachk Jyxuia o0beMoM ¢
HalepcToK, rpad 3axaj paHKy MajblEM B NEpYaTKe, HEMHOIO
noziepxkaJ, 6epesKHO OMyCTHII CTYITHIO Ha TIPOCTHIHIO U TIPUKPBLT
ofesIoM. AHHATa BO BpeMs 9TOM IIPOLELyPbl HE OUHYJIACh — OHA
He oIIyIana 0ou.

— BoI cibiianyt yro-Hubyne o padorax Manenuru? — mouHTe-
pecoBasics rpad, A10CTaBast U3 CAKBOSI)KA MUKPOCKOIT U IIPUKPY-
YuBas €ro K CTOIy.

Her, — yectHO oTBeTUS1 MakcumoB.

— A MOHATHE «KPOBSIHbIE IIAPUKW>», BBeJIeHHOE JIEBEHTyKOM,
BaM 3HAKOMO?

— Her.

— Moxert, BaM, IO KpalHEN Mepe, TOBOAWIOCH CIIBIIIATh O
JIEUKOLMTAX, OTKPBITHIX XbIOCOHOM?

— He noBomnioce.

— 41 Mor OBl pOYECTh BaM JIEKIIUIO 00 aHAIU3€ KPOBHU. . . KCTa-



TH, MHE MMOCYACTIIMBUIOCh BHECTH B TOT MPOIIECC CBOIO CKPOM-
HYIO JIETITY, YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBATh €T0... HO HE CTaHy YTOMJISTD
BaC Hay4YHbIMU TEPMUHAMHU.

[ocnonun MHrepac oTperynvpoBail MUKPOCKOI U 3a/IBUHYJT
o1 TyOyc Omofiie ¢ KpoBbio AHUTHL. [IpUHUK I71a30M K OKYJISIpY,
Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT 3aCTbLI — Oy/ITO CIIMJICS C IPHOOPOM BOE/IHU-
HO. MakcuMOB He Jibliaj, BepoHrka Toxe MpoyyBCTBOBaJIA OT-
BETCTBEHHOCTh MOMEHTA, IJIsijieNa Ha rpada yxke He co CTpaxoM
U OTBpallleHueM, a KaK-TO MO-HOBOMY — KaK Ha BOJIIIEOHUKA,
MOTYIIEro COTBOPUTD Uyo. [IycTh Jaxe 9TOT BOMIIEOHUK MpaK-
TUKYeT YepHYIO Maruio — IJIaBHOE, YTOObI TIOMOTJIO.

MakcumOoB Mo BUJIETh JIMIIIb I71a3a rpada HaJl IePCTSIHOM re-
PEBSI3bI0, M BHIPAKEHUE ITUX IJ1a3 eMy He HpaBuioch. OHU cle-
JIAJIUCh YIUBJIEHHBIMU, IOTOM XUIITHBIMHU, a TOJ] KOHEIl B HUX BO-
00I11Ie MPOMEJIBbKHYJIO HEUTO TIOTOSITHOE.

— Yro Tam? — He BoITeprie MakcumoB. — ['oBopuTe xe!

['pad nepecran 3ameuarb OKpyKalOIIKX. YBIEUEHHBI CBOUM
JieJIOM, OH MaHUIYJIMpOBaJl HA MaHep (poKycHuKa. Bot B ero py-
Kax BO3HHUKJIO OTKY/a-TO MaJICHbKOE CTEKJIBIIIKO, BOT MOSIBUJIACH
TpyOOUKa, N3 KOTOPOIl OH BbIJABUJI B KPOBb HA OJTIO/ILIE HEMHOTO
MIACThI OXPUCTOTrO 11BeTa. JlepeBsSHHOM JIOMaTOuKON Hamas3as Mo-
JYYMBLIYIOCS CMECh HA CTEKJIBIIIKO, MOJIOKUI MO MUKPOCKOII.
Honro HacTpauBas oKyJsip, paccMaTpuBai. He ynoBonbCTBOBaB-
IIUCh MPOJIENaHHbIM, HaKaraj B OJIOIE elle KAKOro-To CHAJIo-
Obsi U3 TeMHOTO (PJIaKOHA, BHOBD MOTPY3UJICS B pa3IJisi/IbIBaHIE.

Hakoner oTopBasics OT OKyJisipa U IOMacCUpoOBaJ I71a3 KOH-



YUKAMU MaJIbLIEB.

— Mory Bac 06paoBaTh, — TPOMOJIBUJI OH Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO. —
s 6epychb 3a neyeHue Baieit cynpyru. Ho, kak Bbl TOHUMaeTe,
HUYero odemaTh He MOry.

— IIneBath MHe Ha Bamu oOemanus! Caenaite 9To-HAOYIb!

['pacd HEeToporMBO yOpat B CAKBOSIK MUKPOCKOIT U JIAHIIET.
CozepkrMoe OJTIo/IlA ¢ TIATEILHOCTBIO MEPeIHI B POOUPKY,
3aKynopwJ MPOOKOI M yIpsTal Tyaa ke. «3aueM 3TO eMy?» —
noaymas MakcMMOB, HO BCIIyX HUUYETO HE CKa3all.

— Wwmeiite B BUjy: JIeuuTh 51 ee Oylay CBOMMH METO/IaMH, —
Oe3arne/IAIMoHHO 00bsiBiII MIHrepac. — OHY OTJIMYA0TCS OT Me-
TOZIOB TPaJULIMOHHOW MEIMLIMHBI, U COBPEMEHHbIE JOKTOpA MX
BPSI JIX OTOOPAT.

— K npsBoy coBpeMeHHBIX NOKTOpPOB! — Bbimamuia Makcu-
MOB. — Eci BbI ee criaceTe, 3HaYuT, Balll METO/IbI — CaMbI€ Mpa-
BUJIbHBIE.

['pad nopoiien k OKHY U BbINISIHYJ BO ABOp. CHapyxu yxe
CMepKasock. [oxkap NpeKpaTuics, HO CBUHIIOBBIE TYYHM HE pac-
XOJIUJTUC.

— 3ajepxuBaThCs 3[€Ch Hesb3s. Y Bac ecTb skunax? Her?
Huuero, noGepemcst Ha MmoeM. HeoOxoquMo CHeCTH MareHTKy
BHU3 1 yJIOXUTh B KapeTy. Ceitdac s mo3oBy Vonyma.

— He Hano! — nocrnienHo Bo3pasuin MakcumoB. — 51 cam.

— Kak xorure. Torna xay Bac BHU3Y.

['pad nBUHYJICSA K BBIXOAY, HO MaKCMMOB OCTaHOBWUJI €TO:

— Bame cudarenscrBo. ..



— Yro eme?

— CKOJIBKO BpEMEHM Ha BalllMX Yyacax?

Wurepac u3Biiek CBOW XpOHOMETP, B3IJISHY/I HAa CTPEJIKU.

— YerBepTh miectoro. JJo MOEro 3amMka — OKOJIO ABYX 4acOB
€3]1bl, TI0 CKBEpHOM JIopore Oy/IeT JI0JIbIIe, HO K HOUM JOOepeMCs.

— 51 He 06 3tom. Cyps Mo BalvM 9acam, sl yxKe IecSITh MAHYT
KaK JIOJKEH OBITh MEPTB.

['maza BepoHuku nosessu Ha 100 — OHA MOHATHUS HE UMelia O
COCTOSIBILICHCS B TPAIIE3HOM 3aJie HeOOBIYHOM Ty3/i. YesloBeK B
YEPHOM CIPSITATI XPOHOMETP U MTPOPOHUIL:

— But He ymperte. Uriibl coBepiiieHHO Oe3BpeqHbI, HUKAKOTrO
s/1a B HUX He ObLI0. S Bac oOMaHy1.

— s gero?!

— 4 wzyyao mopen. Cka3zarh 4eJOBEKY, YTO €My OCTaJIOCh
KUTh TIOJT9aca, — MOW JIIOOUMBIA TipueM. 3a0aBHO HAOJIO/ATh,
KakK Be/IyT ce0sl Te, KTO 3TO CJIBIIUT... [IeBATh 4eoBeK u3 Je-
CAATH OBIOTCSI B UCTEPUKE, MPOKJIMHAIOT MEHS U TIHITAIOTCS 3a/1y-
mmth. [locienHee, Kak Bbl yOEIWINChH, CIEIaTh HE TaK-TO JieT-
KO... Ho BbI moBenu ce0si MHaYe U TeM 3aMHTEPECOBAIA MEHSI.
[Tonumaere, 3nech, B cepate TpaHCHUIbBAaHUU, WHOT/AA ObIBaeT
HEBBIHOCUMO CKYYHO, 2 Bbl OKQ3aJIMCh HETJIOXUM COOECETHUKOM.
W Baia ncropuss MEHS TPOHYJIA.

— [ToToMy BHI U COTTIACHIIMCH MHE TTIOMOYb?

— I[Tostomy Toke... — I'pacp GonmpHO Cxan miedo MakcuMoBa
CBOMMH KOCTUCTBIMU MaJIbLIAMU. — BbI IPE1JIOKUIN CBOIO KU3Hb
B OOMEH Ha XW3Hb Balllel KeHbl. TaKMMM CJIOBaMU He pa3bpa-



CHIBAIOTCH.

YcranoBuiock Momuanve. BepoHrka 60ukoM rogodpanack K
JIe)KaBIIEMy TPYIOH B YIJTy TOCIIOJICKOMY CKapOy — OHa yxke CO-
oOpaszuiia, 4To HaJI00HO coOMpaThesl B gopory. I'pad seroHpko
OTIMXHYJT MakcumoBa ot cedsl.

— HoBosbHO GonTath. Bpemst moporo!

U Bbien.

OcraBuB BepoHuKy B KOMHArTe MakoBarh Belld, MakcMMOB
CITyCTHJICSI BHU3, YTOOBI PACIUIATUTHCS C XO3SIMHOM TPaKTHpAa.
ToT cuaen Ha KyxHe ¥ BbIIVISAE U3PSIIHO HallyraHHbIM. Makcu-
MOB CYHYJI EMY HECKOJIbKO MOHET U 3HAaKAMH TMOSICHUJI, YTO ye3-
’KaeT BMECTe C TOCHOAMHOM B YEpHBIX ofexkjax. bwul yBepeH,
YTO TPAKTHPIIUK HECKa3aHHO 0OpayeTcss — OH Belb YKe Heol-
HOKPATHO HaMeKaJl, YTO MPUCYTCTBUE XOJIEPHOW OOBHON HAHO-
cHT yriepO ero 3aBe/ieHHIo.

OpnHako 60JBaH, KOTOPBIY IETYI0 HE/ISNIO IPUTBOPSLICS, OyI-
TO HE 3HAET HU OJHOTO MPWJIMYHOTO SI3bIKA, OEIJIO 3aTapaTopu
Ha JIOMaHOM PYCCKOM:

— lammaaux kHai, 1 kem exaid? 1o rpad Pay, nopaiemy
«KJION» . ..

To, 4TO TpaKTUPLIMK 3aroBOPUII MO-pPycCKU, MakcumoBa He
ynuBIIO. Banaxus yxe Oosbllie roia Haxoauiach o oobeau-
HEeHHbIM npotektopatoM Poccuum u Typuuu, daktuueckoe py-
KOBOJICTBO KpaeM OCYIIECTBJISLT IOTHOMOYHBINA KOMUCCap, MTPU-
CJIAHHBIM U3 CBUTHI €ro BenruyecTBa umrneparopa Hukonas Ilep-



BOT0, TIOSTOMY 3JICIIIHMAE OOMTATEIM CTAIu OBICTPO MpHUCIOCca0-
JIMBATBCS K HOBBIM PEATUSIM.

— Yo THI O0NTaeUIb ? — HaxXMypuiicss MakcumoB. — Kakoii Pay?

—lNammanuu He xHait? O, y Hero MHOr“e uMeHa! DTo mTpai-
Heiii! Kak marana. .. Enum rammaaua — 1oOphIid XpUITHaH, ra-
ImaavH He exau 1 Hum !

Henb3s ckazaTh, uto MakcuMOB ObUT B BOCTOPre OT CBOETO
HOBOTO 3HaKOMOTO. [leio naske He B ToM, uto rpad Murepac BHy-
I1aJ1 eMy CTpax CBOMM BUIOM — MaKkCHMOB ObLIT He U3 POOKUX, U
nonoOHBIN Mackapaj ero He myrai. Kyma 6osnbiiie eMy He HpaBu-
Joch noBesieHue rpacda. MeHTOpcKuil TOH, OapcKasi CHUCXOU-
TEJIbHOCTb, IyPalIKUi PO3BITPHIII C SIKOObI OTPaBIEHHBIMHU UIJIa-
MU — BCE TO BBIBOIWIIO U3 ce0s1. OUeHb XOTeI0Ch MOCTABUTH 3a-
pBaBLIErocs I1yTa Ha MECTO, I0Ka3aTh €My, YTO OH UMEET JIeJI0
C YeJIOBEKOM Kak MUHMUMYM paBHBIM cebe. OmHako MakciMoB
W30 BCEX CUJ CAEPKUBAJICS: OH MOMHUJ, uTo MHrepac B3suics
JIEYUTh AHUTY, U YK€ 32 OTHO 9TO MOXKHO OBLJIO CTEPIIETh JII0ObIE
BBIXOJIKH.

OH ¢ nomomisio 6e3MonBHOTo MoHyIa 3aKpenu cBoi Garask
Ha Kpblilie KapeTsl. [leperopaprBanch UCKITIOUMTEBHO KeCTa-
mu. VIoHyl, Kak oOBACHII rpad), OHeMe ele B JeTCTBE, T10-
9TOMY KJIaTh OT HETO WIEHOPA3AEIIbHBIX CJIOB OBLIO OECHOME3HO.
AHUTY 3aKyTaJIM B OJIEAJIO 1 YJIOKWJIM HAa CKaMblo, ¢ Hel cena Be-
POHMKa, TPUCTPOUJIA TOJIOBY T'OCIIOKHU Y ce0s Ha KoseHsiX. Mak-
CHMOB yceJicst HanpoTuB. CKBO3b OJIEK Ty OH OIIYIIAT XOJIOJ, UC-
XOISAIINNA OT CUJSAIIEro 00K 0 OOK ¢ HUM rpada, TOYHO 3TO ObLT



HE XMBOW YeJIOBEK, a MpaMOpHas cTarys. BrpodeM, mogooHoe
OIITyIIeHre MOTJIO OBITh TUIOJOM pa3birpaBInieiics (paHTa3UM.

Exanu He 1Ba yaca u He TpH, a 6e3 Majoro nsatb. Makcumo-
By MHUJIOCh, YTO HE MOXeT ObITh Ha CBETE€ HHUYEro XYKe Jiepe-
BEHCKOW JJOPOT'H, HO, KOIJja KapeTa CBEpHyJIa B JieC, OHU YTOAU-
JIM B HACTOSIIIYIO TpsicuHy. Jlomaay, yx Ha 4TO KperKue, BhIOu-
JIUCh U3 CUJI, BBIBOJIAKMBAsI HOTH U3 TYCTOro Kucessi. Pa3a yersi-
pe MPUXOIUJIOCh OCTAaHABJIUBATHCS, ﬁOHyu CIPBLITMBAJ C KO3l
U, pblua MO-Me/IBEeKbU, MOATATKUBAI KapeTy c3aau. Eciu Obl He
JyJOBUINHAS CHJIA, TAUBIIASICS B €70 PyUMINaX, HUTIOYEeM Obl He
BBIOPAJIKCh.

I'pacp MHrepac 3a Bech myTh HE BHITOBOPWUJI HU ciioBa. Cujien
cebe, MpsIMOM W HEJIBWKHBIA, HE CBOAMJI IJIa3 ¢ AHUTHI, KOTO-
pasi 4TO-TO IIeNnTana B ropssuedHom Opeay. OuH pa3 CKBO3b Ty-
YU MPOKJIIOHYJIOCH 3aXO/SIIEe COJMHIE, U €r0 OPAHKEBbIN Jy4
MPOHUK B OKOIIIKO KapeThl, 3ackakas Ha juuax. M Bot TyT rpad
BIIEPBbIC TIPOSIBUJI OECITOKOWCTBO. BepXHsisl OJIOBUHA €r0 JIMIIA,
HE CKpbITas mapdoM, CMOPIIMIAC, KaK TiedeHoe s1070k0. OH
MPOTSHYJI IJIMHHYIO XYyl0 PyKY, HAIBUHYJ HA OKHO HEIPOHU-
[IAEMYIO KOKaHYIO IITOPKY Y TOJIBKO TOT/Ia YCIIOKOUJICSL.

B kapere crano tTemHO, MakcMMOB yke HE BUEJ CBOETO CO-
ceza, HO 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO TOMY aTMocdepa IMOJIHOro Mpaka Hpa-
BUTCS Ky/la OOJIbIIIE, YEM CBET, MYCTh JIaXe He OYEeHb SPKUI.

Tak noexanu 10 Mecta HazHavyeHusi. K Tomy BpeMeHu HacTy-
T1JIa HOYb, ¥, BRI/ U3 KApeThl, MaKCUMOB pa3IMyurI Ha i FOJI0-
BOM, B KJIOUbSIX PACIIOJIBIIMXCSA B CTOPOHBI Ty4, JUMOHHO-KEJ-



TYIO JIyHY ¢ HeOOJIBITION 1mepOrHKO# cOoKy. OH mymat, uTo rpad
Wurepac, yBuIeB ee, CHOBa 3a0€CIOKOMTCSI, HO HETIOHSATHBIN
YepHBIN YeJIOBeK He paccepAauics Ha JIyHY 3a ee OneHoe CHs-
HUe, a, HA000pOT, KUBHYJI €H, KaK CTapoy 3HAKOMOIA, U BbIpasKe-
HUE ero I71a3 CMArIuIoCh.

Kapera crosina y BOPOT MCIIOIMHCKOIO 3aMKa, IPOMO3JsIIie-
rocsi Ha TUIOCKOM BEpIIMHE MOPOCIIEH JIECOM ropylKu. Makcu-
MOB 00paTWJl BHUMaHWE Ha TO, YTO K 3aMKY BEAyT HECKOJIbKO
TPOII — ¥ MUPOKUX, U TIOyXe. Bce oHu Tepsych B TyCTOM variie,
¥ CKa3aTh C TOYHOCTHIO, TI0 KAKOW M3 HUX MpHexajia Kapera, Obl-
JI0O HEBO3MOXHO. EMy mogymanoch, 4yTo mpenyCMOTPUTEIbHbIHA
rpad 3aITopuil OKHO He TOJIbKO U3 HEIOOBU K COJIHILY, a MOTO-
MY YTO eJaj CKPBITh OT CBOMX CITyTHUKOB JIOPOTY.

Mepiianus TyHbl HE XBAaTUJIO, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh 3aMOK BO
BCEM ero BeJMYru. MakCUMOB YBU/IEN TOJBKO MPUYYIJIMBOE Ha-
rpoMoxkieHue GareH. OfiHa U3 HUX, caMasi BBICOKasl, PeCTaB-
Jisi1a coO0M MapasuiesIenuIie]l CO CKOIEHHON BepXHEHN IpaHblo,
U3 KOTOPOW TOPYAJH IBIMOBBIE TPYOBI M UTO-TO HATIOIOOME CTO-
POXEBO BBIIIKHU, OTKY/IA, HAJIO TIOJ1araTh, XOPOIIO MPOCMAaTPU-
BAJIUCh OKpecTHOCTU. [lpyrue OamiHu ObUIM IUJIMHIPUYECKON
(opmbl, ¢ KOHYCOOOpa3HBIMU KpBIIIAMU, OYEHb BBITSIHYTHIMU
U 330CTPEHHBIMU CBEpPXYy TaK, YTO OHU HAMOMUHAIM KOJIAKU
CKa30YHBIX THOMOB, JIaX€ 4yTh 3aru0ajiuch KHU3Y Hamojooue
HUIAMHBIX 1oj1ed. Kpbliiy ObUTH BRIKpAIlleHbl B KOPUYHEBO-PbI-
KW 1IBET, a caM¥ OAIlTHY U COEIMHSIBIINE UX CTEHBI C PEIKUMHU
HEIIMPOKUMU OKOHIIAMU — B MOJIOUHBIN. K 3amKy, Kak ycren 3a-



METUTh MaKCHMOB, PUMBIKAJI OBJIBHBIN MPYAUK C TYCKJIO T0-
OeckuBaBIIed BogoW. BOKpyr Topuanu AepeBbsi, pacTOMBIPHB
rosbie BeTBU. [lo Horamu MSATKO TPYKMHMIIA TaJiast U yxKe Co-
npeBIiast JUCTBA.

— JIoGpo noxanoBaTh B MOE JIOTOBO, — poMosiBuI rpad MH-
repac co CBOeU BCErJAIHEW CKPBITOM UPOHUEN.

MaxkcuMOB ¢ OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO MOAHSUT HA pyku AHuUTY. bo-
JIe3Hb UCTOYMIIA €e, OHA Ka3aJlach JIETKOM Kak MylivMHKa. Bepo-
HUKA CEMEHUJIA PSIJIOM.

VloHy11 0TBOpHI TSKeNble BOPOTA, U TIPeIBOAUTEIHCTByeMAs
rpacom mpolieccusi BOLUIa BO BHYTPEHHUIA 1BOP. 3eMJIsl 3/1eCh
ObLJ1a BHIMOILIEHA KPYITHBIM KAMHEM, a MOCepeIHE BUIHEIICS KO-
JIONleT] — KpyIJiasi vailia ¢ 3aTeiIMBbiMU Oapenbedamu (B Moy-
TbMe TPYAHO ObUIO pa3oOparh, KAKMMU UMeHHO). ['pad momo-
11eJ1 K MACCUBHOM JIBEPH, HETEPIIEIMBO IPOMBIXHYJI OPOH30BBIM
KOJIBLIOM C OCKaJIEHHOW JIbBUHOW MOpaoi. [IBepb, Kak Mo ma-
HOBEHMIO YapOJIENCKOTO Xke3J1a, OTKPbLIACh, M TYTHUKH TPOIIIe-
CTBOBAJIM BHYTPb 3aMKa.

WHrepac He cTat xKaTbCsl M MPEAJIOKUIT CBOUM I'OCTSIM JIBE Be-
JIMKOJIENTHbIE KOMHATBI Ha TPETheM 3Taxe. MakCUMOB I11eIpOCTb
OLIEHWJI, HO CKa3aJl, YTO OHM BIIOJIHE OOOMIYTCS OIHOM, TeM 00-
Jiee YTo COCTOsTHIE AHHTHI TpeOOBaJIO OE30TITyYHOTO JeKypCTBA
BO3JIE €€ JIOKA.

— 41 Obl mpuUCTaBWII K BaM B MOMOIIb KOro-HUOYIIb U3 MOUX
CIyT, — CKazai rpad, — HO OHM... — OH 3aMSUICS, — CYIIECTBa
cBoeoObryHbIe. K HIM HaJ0 MPUBBIKHYTh.



K I710Hyuy MakcumoB yxe Xyno-OeHO MPUTEPIIeNICs, HO He
XOTeJs1 OBl UMETh TaKOTO CIIYTY psiioM ¢ coboit. OtnaB Beponu-
Ke MPUKa3 pacrakoBaTh BEIIM U JOCTaTh BCe HEOOXOAUMOE, OH
3aHSJICS pacTallJIMBaHUEM KamMuHa. 371eCb, B KAMEHHOM MelIKe,
OBLJIO CTBJIO, 1 AHUTA, yCTPOEHHASI HA TUTAHTCKOW KpOBaTH, Oec-
CO3HATEJIBHO CXaJlaCh B KOMOYEK, He ITOMOTaJI 1 JIBa CTEraHbIX
ofiesiia, KOTOPbIMU €€ YKPBLIH.

BHyTpr 3aMOK HarmoMHuHaJ KJacCHYecKre oOpasiibl Mojao0-
HBIX COOPYKEHMH U3 PhILIAPCKUX poMaHOB. KoBaHble IIUTHI C
repdamMu Ha CTEHax, JIOCTIEXW TO yIJIaM, BUHTOBBIC JIECTHUIIBI,
KOJIOCCAJIbHBIX Pa3MEPOB JIIOCTPHI. .. OT BCEr0 3TOr0 BESJIO Cpefl-
HEBEKOBOM POMaHTHUKOW, HO MakcumoBa cefyac 3aHMMaJld CO-
BceM Jipyrue Mbiciu. Ilockopee HarpeTb KOMHATy, BCKUISITUTh
BOJIBI, CIIEIaTh AJ1s1 AHUTHI TETUIbIi KOMITPECC, TOTOPOIUTh I'pa-
(a ¢ Hauanom neuenus. EMy ka3zanochk, 4To KU3Hb €€ JepKUTCS
Ha TOHIOCEHBKOU MayTUHKE, KOTOpast BOT-BOT OOOPBETCS.

B KoMHaTe uMesniock Bee, 4TO MOIJIO IMTOTPeOOBAThCS IS KOM-
(optHOTO NMpOKUBaHUS: MeOeb, BKIIIOYAS HY’KHOE KOJIMIECTBO
KpOBaTei, CTYJIbEB M IMPOYEro, CTOJbl U CTOJMKHU, PYKOMOW-
HUK, HOUHbIE Ba3bl, MOKPHITHIE IJ1a3yphio, MOCY/A, B TOM YHUCIIE
HeroIbeMHbIe KyOKH, U3 KOTOPBIX MMMBAJIM, BEPHO, €Ilie BO Bpe-
MEHA MEPBbIX BAJAICKUX FOCTIONAPEN.

3aMKy ObLJIO Ha BUIL JIET YETBIPECTA, €CJIU He TAThCOT. [ToHsT-
HO, YTO Ha MPOTSIKEHUM BEKOB OH BETIIAT U €ro MOJHOBJISIIU,
TaK 4TO CTeHbI OB €Ille TIPOYHBI, a ICPEBSIHHbBIC JIEMEHTHI J1e-
KOpa He BhIIIsAe M MporuuBiuMu. Ho B 11e710M Bce ocTaBasioch



TaKUM, KaKUM ObLJIO TPH TIEPBBIX €r0 BIIeNbIax, — MakcuMoB,
HarpuMep, He OOHAPYKUJI HUKAKUX TTPU3HAKOB HAJIMUUS BOJIO-
NIPOBO/A, KOTOPBIH CTAN YK€ OOBIYHBIM SIBJIEHHEM BO MHOTHUX I'O-
ponax EBponbl. To mu rpad MHrepac He xoTel myckaTh B CBOe
obuTauiie pabodrx, TO JIM He pelasics MOBPeskaaTh MOYTEHHOE
COOpYyKeHHe, TPOOMBasi B HEM OTBEPCTHS i TPYO, TO JI BOBCE
He HyXJaJics B Onmarax nuBwIn3anvu. Tak niv uHave, B 3aMKe
TOCIIO/ICTBOBAJI CTAPUHHBIN KUTEUCKUI YKJIa[], U C STUM CIIEJI0-
BaJI0 MUPUTHCSI.

— Bonpt masio, — coobmmn MakcumoB Beponuke. — Cxonu BO
JIBOp, HaOepHu.

BepoHnuka ¢ onackoi MoKOCcHIach Ha OKHO, 32 KOTOPbIM LIapU-
J1a cerka paz0aBJieHHAs1 TyHHBIM OJIECKOM TEMHOTA, BCTIOMHMJIA
0 cTparrHoM ropOyHe, HO, B3IJISIHYB Ha TIepecoXIine ryobl roc-
TIOKH, B35171a BMECTUTE/IbHBIA KEPaMUIECKUI KYBIIIMH U BHIIILIA.

Vike Ha JecTHUIIe oOpyraia cebs 3a TO, YTO HE 3axBaTuiia
cBeuy. BHe KUJIbIX MOMEIIEHHI CBeTa He ObLIIO BOOOIIe, U UATH
NPUXOIMIOCH HA OIIYIh. XOTeNa OblJI0 BEPHYTHCS, HO TIOHSIA,
YTO BTOPOM pa3 yXe He 3aCTaBUT ceOsl MOKMHYTh KOMHATY, I/e
OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 B OTHOCUTEbHOI Oe3omacHocTU. [1oaTo-
My, I1apsi CBOOOIHOM PYyKOU MO CTeHaM, a BTOPOW MPHXKUMAast K
ce0e KyBIIHH, POIOKIJIA TyTh.

Bor v nepBbiii 3Tak. B THIIIMHE CIIBIIIANOCH A3¢HbKAHbE Ka-
nesib — MOJl KaKylo-TO Mpopexy Oblia MojcTaBiieHa 0abst U3 JIy-
JKEHOW HEeMeIIKOI kecTH. BepoHuka repeceka ryjikyo Mpuxo-
XKYI0, COTTOCTAaBUMYIO TIO BEJIMYHMHE C JTIOOBIM IBOPIIOBBIM 3JI0M,



C YCWJIMEM NPUOTKPbLIA BXOJHYIO IBEPb U BBICKOJIb3HYJIA Hapy-
KYy.

Bo nBope Ob10 HeMHOruM cBeTiiee. JIyHa, Kak Ha3J0, CKPbI-
Jach 3a 00JIAKOM, U ee CHSIHUE e1Ba MPOCAuYMBaIOCh Yepe3 JIbIM-
Jaryio rnesieHy. YepToIxasich U B TO ke BpeMsi OCeHsisl ceOst KpecT-
HBIM 3HaMeHueM, BepoHnka npubmmsuiack Kk komomiry. [Tocra-
BUJIa KYBIIIMH Ha KaMEHHbIE TUIMTHI, CTajla UCKaTh Beapo. OHO
CTOS1JI0 Ha Kpalo KOJIOAE3HOM Yallly, HO BIIOTbMax BepoHuka ero
HE 3aMeTWIa, HEYassHHO TOJIKHYJIA, U OHO C IPOXOTOM IOJIETENIO
B OTBEPCTHIM 3€B KOJIOALA. B 3aMKHYTOM ITpOCTpaHCTBE 3amMeTa-
JIOCh X0, BO JIBOPE 3aryaesio, Kak Ha 3BOHHUIIE, IJIe IPSHYJIU pa-
30M BCE KOJIOKOJIA.

— Yro0 Te sonHyTh! — npoHbUIa BepoHrka v mpuHSIACh T-
HYTb LIEMb, TONOJTHUB KAKO)OHUIO HOBBIMUA HOTAMH.

Ha mrymM 1 rpom u3 3amka BbIIIUIA AEBYIIKA JIET BOCEMHAALA-
1. OOepHyBIINCh, BepoHUKa yBuena cMyTHbIe OYepTaHUs ee
(urypsl B ueM-To MOX0OKeM Ha MPOCTOPHBIN OanaxoH. Cuio xe
MUHYTY B IJ1a3a YJApWI CBET — JIEBYIIIKA MMOIHSIIA HAJl TOJIOBOU
CIMPTOBYIO Jlamily. BepoHuka n300pa3uia Ha Jidile BUHOBATYIO
YIBIOKY, CTajla CKOPOTOBOPKON OOBSCHSITh, UTO HE 3aMbIC/IHIIA
HUYETO JyPHOTO.

JleBymika noonuia K Hell. /[BukeHus ee ObUTM TAKUMH CTO-
POXKHMMH, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OYITO OHA TOTOBUTCS K CXBATKE C SIJ10-
BUTOU raIMHOM, OTHAKO B3IJIs1/1 €€ ObLT YCTPEMJIEH He CTOJIBKO Ha
BepoHuky, cKobKO Ha Kostofel. OCTaHOBUBILKCH B JIBYX IIarax
OT Yallly, OHA CTaJjla YTO-TO HEJOBOJIbHO BHITOBAPUBATH HA HEMO-



HATHOM si3bike. Ha 3HaTHYy10 0co0y OHa He moxoawia, BepoHu-
Ka peluia, 4To 3T0, CKOpee BCero, KTO-TO U3 MPUCITYTH rpada.
[Toatomy nepecrana U3BUHATHCSA U OTMAXHYJIACh, KaK OT HAa30M-
JIMBON MYXH:

— Ja ny 1e6s1! Huuero s takoro He crnenana. — Y mponomku-
JIa BBITSTUBATH 1IeTh ¢ OOJTAIOIIMMCS Ha KOHIIE HAIOJTHEHHBIM
BEJIPOM.

BreiTsiHyna, nepexBaTuiia BEAPO 3a AYKKY, IOCTaBUJIA HA Kpail
varm. [lonogBrHyIa HOTON KYBIIIMH, YTOOBI CHIOJIPYYHEE ObLIO
nepesiuTh B Hero Bomy. He3HakoMmka B OajlaxoHe copBajiach Ha
BU3I, TPEBOKHO 3amMaxaja pykamu. [1mams B ee KONTUIIKE 3aKO-
JIBIXAJI0Ch U 3aIpbIrao.

— JIa 4ro ThI ONIOIIMIIBLCA? — HEAOYMeBaia Beponunka. — Bo-
IIBI JKAJIKO, YTO JIn?

Haknonuna Beapo. OTTyna cBeCWICS CepeOpUCTHIN SI3BIK,
HBIPHYJI B TOPJIBILIKO KYBIIMHA, 3BYYHO YyaapuJjcs o AHo. B cro-
POHBI TOJIeTeNT MeJIKue Opbi3ry. [leByIiKka ONKHY/A, B3BUJIACH
Kak yxaneHHast. CUpT U3 JIaMIThl BBITUIECHYJICSI 1 OOXKET e py-
KY.

— Dkas To! — noxxypuiia ee Beponuka. — 1 yero Tak nepeny-
rajach? Jlaii-Ka XOJIOMHEHbKHUM IOJIbIO. . .

W npexae yem nocrpajasiias ycrejia cpearupoBarb, Bepo-
HUKA TUIeCHYJIA el U3 KYBITMHA HA 000X KEHHYIO KHCTb.

HeuenoBeueckuii BOIUIb OIJIACUIT HE TOJIBKO JBOP, HO U BCE
okpecTHbIe ne0pu. [leByIika B 6anaxoHe ropesa ceOsi TakK, CIIOB-
HO €€ PYKYy OKaTWJIA PacIUIaBJICHHBIM OJIOBOM: BBIPOHMJIA JIAMITY



(Ta KaKUM-TO YyJIOM HE ONMPOKMHYJIACh, yIaJla Ha IOHLIE U MPO-
J0JIKaJla TOPeTh), 3aTaHIeBasia, Kak OT HeCTEPIMMOM 00, CTa-
JIa HEUCTOBO TE€PETh ThIJIbHYIO CTOPOHY JIAJOHU O CBOI OaJlaxoH.

Beponuka crosina gypa 1ypou, He IOHUMaJla HUYero. 3aris-
HyJa B KYBUIMH — MOKET, C BOAOM 4TO He Tak ? CyHyJ1a Ty/a najb-
1161, 0OOMaKHyJIa, MOIHECIA K TJIa3aM, MoHIoXana, monusana. Boga
KaK BOJQ, KJIIOUEBasl, BKYCHAs.

He3nakomka mMex TeMm Onakuiia Kak 3aBelieHHas. BepoHuka
MOCTaBWJIa KYBIIWH, CXBaTWJIa €€ 32 PyKY:

— la aro tam y te6s? [Nokaxwu!

Barnsnyna u oOmepna. Ha 3ansictbe 1 Bblilie, BIUIOTH JI0 BEPX-
HUX MaJIbLEBbIX (PAJIAHT, PACHOI3ATIICH OarpoBbie BOJIABIPH.

— 910 4T0? — nposeneraia BepoHuka. — 9TO Thl CIUPTYCOM
TaK?

[locTpajaBiias He oTBeYaJIa, TOJBKO BCXJIMIIBIBAIA. BepoHu-
Ka IIOCMOTpeJia €M B JIULIO, ¥ CTAJIO COBCEM HEXOpOILo. [leBymika
TUIaKasa, OOUJIbHBIE CJIe3bl KATWIIMCH U3 €€ IJ1a3 ¥ OCTaBJIsUTN Ha
1IeKaxX KPacHbIE MOJIOCHI.

Jns BrieyatmTenbHON BepoHMKH 3TO OBUIO YK€ CIHMIIKOM.
[To3a6bIB Mpo KyBIIIKH, OHA MMOoA0Opasia MoA0I U YTO ObUIO TyXY
MOMYasach K ABEPU.

BopBanace B 3aMOK M TIOHECHAach 4Yepe3 3all-IPUXOXKYIO,
CKOJIb351 Ha OTIIOJIMPOBAHHOM ITOJTy. B TeMHOTE coBasiach TO B
OQVH YIoj, TO B JIPyroil, THIETHO WILA JIECTHUYHBIA IPOJIET.
BHesanHO crieBa MeJIbKHYJ KOJIEOMOmUics oroek. Beponuka
YCTPEMUJIACh K HEMY KaK K CIIACUTEJIBbHOMY MasKy M YBUAEIA



CITYCKAaBILIErOCsl MO CTYNEHbKAM CTapvKa, KOTOPbI HEC BUTOM
KaHJes10p ¢ TpeMsI CBEUYaMH.

— Ilomorute! — BoIpBasioch y BepoHuku.

Omna paxe He 3aymManach Haj TeM, Y KOro MPOCHUT MOMOIIIY 1
B YeM, COOCTBEHHO, 9Ta TIOMOIIIb JIOJIKHA 3aKTI0UaThCSI.

— CypmapblHs. .. — C JIETKUM YIMBJIEHUEM MTPOCKPUIIEST CTAPUK
Ha MOYTH MPABUJIBHOM PYcCKOM. — Bbl npoxwure... Bac kTo-TO
oounen?

Beponuka yxe coOupanach macTb K €ro Horam, HO BOBpeMmsi
oOpaTwia BHUMaHUE Ha PyKY, CKUMABIIYIO KaHJEs0p. D1a py-
Ka, TIOKPBITasA CTAPUECKUMU MOPIIIMHAMU W BBITYKJIBIMU HUTSI-
MU BeH, Obla cunei! Jla-a1a, CoBepIlieHHO CHMHEH, ellle U ¢ pu-
OJIETOBBIM OTTEHKOM. Takoro ke 1pera ObLJIO U JIUIO, OKaM-
JIEHHOE IIETUHHUCTHIMU OakeHOapmamu. M XOTh riasa crapuka
DJISI/IENY TT0-100pOMY, COUYBCTBEHHO, BepOHUKY CKOBaJT )KMBOT-
HbI yxac. [IpunoMHummch pacckasbl OapuHa O TOM, 4YTO TJe-
TO B pocTopax BceneHHoil kuByT pa3yMHble co3aHus. Moxer
OBbITh, OHU TIOXOKW Ha 3eMHBIX JIIOJIel, a MOXeT, U HeT. bapuH
TOBOPHJI, UTO KOXA y HUX, K IPUMEPY, 3eJIeHast WJIA CUHSIA. . .
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