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BBenenne

Jlo6poro BpemeHH CyTOK, MO JOporoii unrareb. [103B0JIb HEMHOTO TTOBEIaTh O TOM, UTO TeOe
npeacTout mnpodectb. Cpa3y O0OBSICHIO, YTO pacCKasbl, KOTOpPbIE Thl JAEPXKHIIb B PyKaX, HE MPOCTO
Ha0Oop cilyyaiiHO HAITMCAHHBIX UCTOPUIl. Bce OHM CBsI3aHbl OIHUM OOJIBILIMM MUPOM U COZIEpKaT HeMa-
JI0e KOJIMYECTBO OTCBUIOK KaK JIpPYT K APYry, Tak U K padoTam, KOTOPbIM TOJIBKO MPEACTOUT BHIATH
B cBeT. CBOI0 0ObeAMHEHHYI0 KHUKHYIO BeeleHHYIo s HazBal «BlackFire Universe». Eciu o1 3ax0-
Yellb Y3HATh MTPOAOJIKEHHE OOIIel HCTOPUU BCEX TePOEB, TO MIIM KHUTH C TAKOW IMTOMETKOM.

[Ipn sTOM Kaxnas OTAeNbHAsl Cepusl PACCKa3OB SIBISETCS WHIMBUAYAIBHOH M HE OOS3bI-
BaeT yuTaTh ocTajbHble. Ho caenaB 3710, Thl CMOXKEIIb HANTH HeAOCTaoLMe (hparMeHThl U coOpaTh
a33J1 BOeIUHO. Pacckasbl pacnosiokeHsl B CBOEM XPOHOJIOTrHUeckoM nopsiake. Ho kaxaplil unraresb
BIIPaBE caM BBIOMPATh, C YETO EMY HavaTb.

Uro kacaetcs kaHpa, To Bcsl BeesieHHas1 «BFU» Hen3MeHHO MpUHAUIeKUT K KaHpy (pIHTE3H,
HO B HEKOTOPBIX MPOSIBIEHUAX 3TO OyIeT e/Ba JIM 3aMeTHO. B To ke BpeMs sl mocrapaioch MUcaTh
BO BCEBO3MOKHBIX OTBETBJIEHHUAX ITOIO KaHpPa, HE OCTAHABJIMBASICh HA OIHOM KOHKPETHOM CTHUJIE.

ITOT COOPHMK SBJISETCS MPEAbICTOPHEN K TPsLyIUM COOBITUSM BcesleHHOW. VHTepecHo?
B TakoM cityuae He cmelo 3ajiepxuBath. [lepeBepHU CTpaHuLLy, O3BOJIb MUPY «YEPHOTO OTHsI» 3aBJla-
J€Th TBOUM CEPILEM. . .
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Bukropus Tuame:
Oyl eHb U3 JKU3HA

«Ecnu Bl 3T0 unTaeTe, 3HaUUT, Bbl MEHs eIl He Bcrpevaid. W gail Oor tak Oyner u Jasblie.
Mesns 30ByT Buktopus Tuame n3 kinana Jlenanon Tenn. CtpaHHOe MMA AJ14 YEJIOBEKA, HE ITpaBa Jin?
Otkpoto BaMm cekpeT. S He yenosek. BepHee, JIUIIb OTYACTH YEIOBEK.

JlocTaTouHO AAaBHO [1 BacC, JIIOAEW, HO HEJAaBHO JJI1 MEHS MOM OTEll Kak1aJl JOCTUYb BETAYUSA
Y OTKPHITh ceKpeT OeccMepTrst. OH He ObLT TUIOXMM YeJIOBEKOM, HO OH OBLIT CIIMIIIKOM XKU3HETIOOUB.
K Tomy sxe oH He uypaicsi yorBaTh paau cBoux Liesieit. Her, 51 He mbITalock ero onpasaats. Ho u 06Bu-
HATH He cTany. [lo kpaiiHel Mepe Tenepb. BUHUTS 51 ero Mory Jimiib B cMepTu Marepu. becemeprus
OH J100UJICS HEe LIEHOM CBOEM 1M, HO LIGHOW CBOEM YecTH. 3aKJII0UMB CIEJIKY ¢ [IbpsBosIoM, OH cTas
HAaIoJIOBMHY JeMOHOM. M3 Toro poza, 4To pagu cBoero 0eccMepTHsi MPOJAIOT JYIY WM BHITIOTHSIIOT
MOpPYYEHU 1 BEPXOBHBIX JEMOHOB. A paJii CBOETO BbLKMBAHMS IBIOT KPOBb JHofen. [la, Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe
ux Bamnupamu. OTell He XOTeJl KUTh BEUHO Oe3 CBOEH CeMbH U cliesiall MeHs Takoi xe. Bee mpo-
CTO, BBl M CAMH 3HAETE, KaK 3TO JIEJNAETCA. YKYCUII, BIPBICHYB CIIEMAJIBHBIN ]I, KOTOPBIY MOABEPT
MOE TeJIO MyTallMsIM U, Byasis, BAMIUP roToB. TOJIbKO BOT Mama, Kak YeJIOBeK CJIalblil Ha TICUXUKY,
TAKOrO He BblIEp:KaJla M MOMbITajach YOUTh OTLA. B utore Mate MepTBa, OTLA 51 HEHABHIKY, a cama
YyTb HE COLLIA C YMA...

Ho ne Oynem o rpyctHom. [lonpoOGHOCTH 3TOI MCTOpHHM 51 BaM eIé 00sI3aTeIbHO PAacCKaKy,
HO no3ke. A ceftuac. .. [Iponuio yxe 4yTh O0nbllie ceMUAECSTH JIET C TOW NOphl. BoceMHaquaTsiii Bek
NOAXOAUT K KOHIY. CTONBKO COOBITHI MPOM3OIILIO 32 3TU IO[a, BCE €Ba JIM YIIOMHUIIb. AHITINS,
oovequuuBLIasics ¢ [llotmangueil B koponeBcTBo BenmkoOpuranmio. [TpombliieHHas peBOMIOLHS
B MUpe, KOTOpas sIBHO OCTaBHT CBOI1 ciie1 B OyayieM. bax u Mouapt co cBoumu 1iieieBpaMu B MUpe
My3bikd. B Poccuiickoit umnepuu... XmM, Ha Pycu Beera 6puta ipooiemsl. U s muaHO Habmogana
MPaKTUYECKH 32 BCEMU STUMH COOBITUSIMU. VcToprkam Oyayiero Oyziet Hajl 4eM IoJIoMarth ToJIoBY.

Wutepecno, uto MeHs1 OyaeT kaTh B AeBATHaAIaToM Beke? Jlionu Hayyartcs cTpouTh Kopaonwu,
KOTOpble OyIyT NepeBUrarbcs 1o Bo3ayxy? XoTs 3To yxke Ha rpaHd (PaHTaCTUKU. DTO ke Kakue
KPbUIbsSl HAJ10, YTOOBI TAKyI0 MaXuHy B BO3yx noaHATh! Hy, ceituac He 00 TOM. ..

4l He comuta ¢ yma 1 He IPEBPATUJIACh B KPOBABOE JKMBOTHOE. [la, MHE Hy’KHA KPOBb, HO 51 MOTY
ce0s1 KOHTpoIMpoBaTh. Beg 310 Onarogaps ogHomy Mary. Her, oH He kosioBa Hajlo MHOM. Pa3Be uto
CBOMMM ITpupoaHbIMU yapamiu. Ero 3oByT biak. [o kpaiinen mepe, oH Tak npeacrasuica. Y iMeHHO
OH cJiesia1 OyKBaJIbHO HEBO3MOKHOe. Hayuni MeHs1, Kak CIIpaBJIsAThCS CO BCEM ITUM U XKUTb JJaJIblIe.
Haxe obernan xkeHUTbcs OfHakbl. Kakoli e HauBHOM U ITynoii s Oblia B TO BpeMs. .. MHe Obu1o
BCEro IecTHAIIATh JieT. CBeTIO-pychle BOJIOCH, 04apoBaTeIbHAs yIbIOKa, KPACHBBIH 3arap Ha KOXe.
Ha, 3o Bc€ npo MeHs. Ho He Teneps. EnBa nocraromue 10 1jied YepHble, KaK CMOJIb, IIPSIMBIE BOJIOCHI,
9TO JoKa3biBaloT. HemMHoro GneHas Koxa ¥ MOJTHOCTBIO YepHOe ofesiHue. YepHBlil KopceT, B KOTO-
POM CIIpAITaHBl METaTeJIbHbIE HOKU. UepHble ITaHbl, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO JEBYIIKM MX HE HOCHT.
UYepHble 60TUHKM BMeCTO OasbHbIX Tydenb. Hy u B goBepilieHre yepHOe NajlbToO — eJUHCTBEHHAs
Belllb, KOTOpasi OcTanach y MeHs oT biska. *3auepknymoe npeonoosicenue *

4 Benp Haiiny Te0s, bmak! U Hanepy Tebe ymm 3a To, 4to cOexan or MeHs. Her, oH MeHs
He OpocuJI, OH caesai Koe-4to noxyxe. OH 3acTaBuil MEHsl BEpPUTh €My, HYKIaTbCsl B HEM U, BO3-
MOXHO, [Ja’ke HeMHOro oHpasuicsi. Ho pasBe s B 3ToM npu3Haloch Koraa-Huoyap? Pazymeercs, Her.
U yx TouHo He eMy. Takoil HambllEHHbIN, caMOBIIOONeHHbIN! Kak ke 5 Xouy cHOBa yBUIETb €r0. ..
UYroOsl Kak crieayer aarte emy no mopae! Ho oH To nosiBisercs, To ucuesaer. U s He 3Halo, Koraa
OH nosiBUTCA cHOBa. Ho yBepeHa, 4To MBI €1IE He pa3 yBUAUMCA. A BEIb JIOAU HE KUBYT TaK JI0JIIO,
HO OH coBceM He crapeeT. Ero marus nopaxaer. OH cuiibHee BceX, KOro s Bcrpedana. M nobpee. ..
Ho, koraa oH cHOBa BEpHETCS], s CMOTY €r0O MOOEINTb ! »
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BukTopusi 3akoHUMIA BHIBOOUTH NEPOM YEPHMIIA HA MOTYCMSTOM JIMCTE MEeprameHTa. 3arem
aKKypaTHO CJIOXKWJIA JIMCT BTPOE W TOJIOKHWIIA €r0 B KOHBEPT, KOTOPBIM TYT K€ CyHYJIa 3a Mas3yxy.
I[Mocrne 3TOrO OHA Kakoe-TO BpeMsi MPOCcHesa MOJT4Ya, KOMAasiCh B CBOMX MBICIISIX M BOCTIOMUHAHMSIX.

— Di1, Buk! — nporynen yenoBek, NCIOMHSIOMUI 00s3aHHOCTH OorMaHa. — Tam TeOst KanuTaH
K ceOe BbI3bIBACT.

— Yro-to ciayunnock? — crpocuia BukTopus, caenaB rpyooBatheiil ronoc. Tyt e€ mpuHsm
3a MOJIOZIOrO MapHs. Bosockl ObUIM HE CIMINKOM yX JJMHHBIMH, a OIEKIA TaK U BOBCE MYKCKas,
K TOMY ke uepHasi. [laMbl B 5TOM BpeMeHHU TaK He OIeBAJIMCh. A TIOTOMY OHa Oe3 IpodsieM MpoBeJa
Bcex. TeM Oojtee, 4TO OHA MOIJIa 3a ce0s ITOCTOATD.

— Jla MHe ro4eM 3HaTb? — MPOTSHYJ MyKUMHA CPEAHUX JIET, MOKaB ruieyamu. — Ho Bun y Hero
ObLT HACTOPOXKEHHBI.

— fcno. Torna, moxainyi, He CTOUT 3aCTaBJIATh €r0 KAaTh, — POM3HECHA JAEBYIIIKA U BCTAA,
HAITPaBJISISCh K BBIXOJLY U3 CBOEH KalOThl. 371eCh OHAa M300paskasia rocTsi, KOTOpoMy MpOCTO HaI0 ObLIO
no0paThCsl U3 OMHOW TOYKH B Ipyrylo. OHa 3amiaTiiia ieHer KarnuTaHy, U TOT B3si1 e€ ¢ coOoil. Pazy-
MeeTcsl, 3Hasi OH, YTO OHa JIEBYIIIKA, €l Obl Clofia BXOJ] ObLT 3aKa3aH. MOpSIKM UCKPEHHE CYUTAIOT, YTO
JKEHINMHA Ha Kopaliie Kk Oejie.

— 31, kok! EcTh mokparh? — HAPOUUTO TPYOO CITPOCHIIA OHA, YBUJIEB TIOBApA.

— Kopmexka Oymer moske, cefiuac HUYEro He Jam, — 0e33JI00HO, HO HYJHO MPOTSHYJ OH.
MyXHK OH ObLT BECbMa 3/I0POBBIH, U CLIOPUTH C HUM OBUIO CIIOXHO. A €/Ibl BHE TOJIOKEHHOTO Bpe-
MEHH OT HEro ¥ MpaB/ia He A0k ICIIbCS.

— Kaxo#i TbI 3aHyIHBIN, — OOMKEHHO MTPOM3HECA IEBYIIKA, MOHUMAsICh BBEPX T10 CKPHUITSIIEH
JIePEBSHHOM JIECTHUIIE.

Tonpko OHa crenana mar Ha nanayOy, Kak e€ OKaTWIO MPHUSTHBIM MOPCKUM BO3ayxoMm. OHa
MOYYBCTBOBaJa pe3Kuil BKyc conu. Cpa3y B yIIM yAapujIM LIIyM BOJIH U IIeHUe yaek. BecHa B camom
CBOEM pacIiBeTe, KOr/ia He )KapKo B BEPXHEH OeXK /e U B TO e BPeMsI He XOJIOMHO O3 TEeTUIbIX IIITAaHOB.
3ameuaresibHOe BpeMsl rojia.

BuxkTopus nogonnia K Kpaio naixyObl M1 Ha HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl IIPOCTO 3aCThUIa, HACIAXAASCH
BUJIOM TOJTyOOT0 OKeaHa M MPUSITHBIM CJIeTKa TeTUTbIM BeTepkoM. E€ masibTo ObL10 3aCcTerHyTo, 1a0bl
HE BbIJaTh BechbMa MPUJIMYHbIC KeHCKHUe (hOpMBI, a Ha Iiee BUceT TeMHO-cepblil mapd. KoTtopsiit
TaK:Ke MeIajl MOHATh, YTO MOJ MaJIbTO 3TH (POPMBI KaK pa3 U UMEIOTCSI.

Ho Bcé xe el mopa 6110 naTu. OHa Hajesa MUPOKONOIYIO ISy Ha FOJIOBY M TOILIA B CTO-
POHY KalOThl KaniTaHa. JIErkoi HeCrenHo ! MOXOKOM OHa JOIILIA 10 IEPEBsIHHBIX CTYTIEHEK U TeTieph
TMOIHMMAJIach BBEPX IO/ IITyXHe 3BYKHU KaOmykoB. [1o kopaGimio CHOBaJIM MaTpoChl, Bce ObLTH YeM-TO
3aHATHL. U TonbKO ofiHa BUKTOpHS MOTIa MO3BOIUTH ceOe CIOKOMHO MPOTYJISIThCS.

Ho u ona 31ech Obu1a He TOJbKO poe3oM. OHa BRITOMHSIA TOpyyeHrne MeTuca — I1aBbl THJTb-
U yOUHII, YIEHOM KOTOPOW OHA sIBJISLIACH BOT YK€ COPOK C JIUIIHUM JieT. U orsATh ke, 9T0 BCE n3-3a
Biska, kotopsiii e€ Tyna u 3aramt. OHa, BUANUTE JIU, JOJKHA ObllTa HAYYHUTHCS] BBIKUBATH B JIOOBIX
YCIOBUSIX U ObITh CHIbHOW. «HO Beapb s geBymikal!» — mbITanach OHa BpasyMuTh ero. Ho oH ObL1
HETIPEKJIOHEeH. A TIOCJIe U BOBCE MCUe3, MOSBUBIIMCH JIMIIb pa3, U TO HA JOBOJBHO KOPOTKHIA CPOK.

— Kanmran! — no3sasa oHa, 1ocTy4aB B ABEPb KAIOTHI.

— Bukrop? Bxoau! — 1o3Baj KanuTaH, yCIbIIIaB 3HAKOMBII TOJIOC CTPAHHOTO yKe3eMIIa B uep-
HOM.

— Ckaxu MHe, BUKTOp, [17151 4ero Thl 371eCh? — 3aJjaJ1 MPSIMOU BOIIPOC KaIMTaH 1Mo uMeHu bep-
Hap[.

— O, mbI 310 yke obcyxnamu. S1 Hampapisiock Bo ®paHimio, — 0e3 mpodsieM Mpou3Heca
AEBYIIKAa HU3KUM TOJIOCOM TO-(ppaHiry3cku. [la, y He€ Obul HEOOMBIION aKIIEHT, HO MPOM3HOIICHUE
ObLIIO BeCbMa HETJIOXUM.

— 51 xouy Tebe BepuTh, paBaa! Ho 10 MeHs I0IIUTH CITyXH, YTO ThI HE TOT, KeM ceOs BbIIaeIIIb.
Moxker, Thl caM XOYelllb MHE YTO-HUOY/Ib paccKa3aTh? — 3a/1al BONPOC KalWTaH, TIOIOWASA OMxe

9
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K JIEBYIIIKE Y 3aIJISTHYB €H B I71a3a. A 3aTeM JaJl el TIOJICKa3Ky, YTOObI OHA TMOHSIA, O YeM UJET peub. —
MHe Kax)eTcsi, UTO Thl CJIMIIIKOM KPACUB JIs1 MYKUUHBI.

— BblI paBbl, 51 CHICKQJT HEMAJTYIO TIOMYJISIPHOCTD Y JKSHIIUH, — YJIbI0asCh, MPOJOIKUIA BpaTh
BukTopus, nenas BUj, 4T0 HUYEro He MoHsuIa. — 1 mokopui Hon-Hbm-ﬁopKa!

—Hy, uro xe... Hametock, 4To 310 mpaBa, — yABIOHYJICS U KallUTaH, HO €ro YJILIOKA MOy YrIach
6onee koBapHOi. OH cxBaTWII mapg IEBYIIKU U OAHUM ABWKEHUEM CHSLI €T0 ¢ Iied. Buktopusi mpo-
JOJDKUJIA CHIETh Ha MecTe, IPUHsB Oojiee cropOieHHylo rmo3y. Kaszanock, 4To HIYero v He MOHSITHO.

— 41 oyeHb HanEIOCh, YTO THI MPOCTO YTO-TO YKpaJ M MOJOKWI cede B manbTo. Emy, Hampu-
Mep, WK 30J10T0 Y MOMX MarpocoB. OHU Takue pacTsrsl... Ho Beap Mbl 00a 3HaeM, UTO 3TO BOBCE
HE KOUIEJIbKY C JIGHbraMu, — IpousHec bepHapn, mosoxus pyky Ha rpyas Bukropuu. Ta pe3ko oTku-
HYJa €TO PYyKY.

— Jlaxe He cMel TporaTh! — BCTajla OHa, pa3roBapyBasi YK€ CBOUM T'OJIOCOM.

— VX, Kakas! — 3acMmesuics Kanutad. — Jla, s1 BUJIes, Kak Thl YJI0KUJIa HECKOJIBKUX MOUX MapHen
roJisiMud pykamu. fl 3Haio, 4yTo ThI onacHa. Borpoc 3aiam cHoBa. [{is yero ol 31eCh?

— ¢1 3Ha10, YTO BHI MTOCTABJISIETE TOBAPI JJTs TWJTBINH yOuiill. MeHs mocyiaia riibaus 1J1s Balien
3amuThl. ECTh OMAacHOCTh, YTO Cpeiu BaIlKX JIIOJIEH nipeartesib. Sl He B BOCTOpre OT Bac, HO Bbl HYXKHBI
HaM XWBBIM, — 03 KoJieOaHUi ¥ CIIOKOMHO OOBSICHUJIA OHA BCE KAIUTaHY.

— Bor gaxe Kak. .. — IpOTsHYJI OH CBOUM OACHCTBIM TOJIOCOM, 3a0uBasi TpyoOKy. — [Touemy cpa3zy
He ckazaja?

— He xorena, uroObI MeHs B3sIM Ha OOpPT Onaromapst cBsi3saM. Barm oy He JOJTKHBI 3HATD,
YTO BBl COTPYAHUYAETE C KEM-TO HA CTOPOHE, — OOBSCHUIA OHA, TIOTPABJISIS TAJIBTO.

— A 3TO TpaBWILHBIA TOIXOM K JIeTy, — KUBHYJI OH, TPSIXHYB PBIKUMHU KYIPSIMH U YJIBIOASCh
u3-Tof, ppikeit 6opossl. — M KTO, o-TBOEMY, MpeaaTesb?

— Iloka He 3Hal0, — oTBeTWIA OHA. — ECTh Mpe/rosniokeHue HacyeT Balllero JoMaHa.

— Jla Heee. .. — TPOTSIHYJI KAITUTaH, BBITYCKask 00J1aKO YEPHOTO JIbIMA, a 3aTeM ClIeJIall elié OIHy
3aTSIKKY. — DTOT MYXKHK, 4TO Hajjo. He 1ymaio, 4To 3TO OH.

— OH BejieT HacC He CTaHAAPTHBHIM IMyTeM. MapiipyT HEMHOTO W3MEHWICS, 3TO JIOBOJIBLHO
CTpaHHO. MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO MBI TUIBIBEM B JIOBYIIIKY, — MOJEJIMIACh YEPHOBOJIOCAS] KpacaBUIIA.

— OH roBopUT, 4TO Tak ObicTpee W Oe3omacHee. K ToMy ke OH 3HaeT ATJIaHTHYECKUN OKeaH
aydiie MHOTUX. EcThb emmie BapuaHThl? — cripocut BepHapa, mpoaoikas KypuTh TPyOKy.

— Bo3moxkHo, Bain kok. Ho, MokeT, TyT CKa3bIBaeTCsl MOsI JIMUHAs HEHABUCTh K HEMY. DTOT
KYCOK JIepbMa TOTOBHUT TaKoe Xke JIepbMO, KaK U OH caM, — Tpy0o BBICKa3aJlaCh OHA IMPOTHUB TOBApa.
Otyero KanurtaH rpOMOIJIACHO 3aCMESICS.

— Her, noBepp, OH TOUHO He Tpeatesb! — MPOJOKaI CMesIThbes K31l — OH Ta ellle CKOTHHA,
HO OH BepeH MHe. Her, 51 ckopee noBepio, YTO 3TO JIOIIMaH.

— Ocraercs Tonbko HaOMOIATh Aajbiie. Ho MHe KaxeTcs, 4To Hac yxke mpeciienytor. Vi Mel
TJTBIBEM TPSMO B 3anagHio. Bripouem, BO3MOKHO U TO, ¥ IPYrOe OJHOBPEMEHHO, — Bbljiajla Buktopus
CBOU TPEIOIOKEHHUSI.

— Hy u Ha koit uept s um caancsa? Konkypenuus? — 3auHTepecoBajicsi bepHapa, oTioxuB
TpYyOKY ¥ ouechiBasi 6opomy. — Vnu mpocto xotsaT orpaduts? [1jist 3T0ro He 00s13aTesIbHO ObLIO BHEI-
PATH YesoBeKa KO MHe Ha Kopadib. Moriu Obl IPOCTO TIpUpe3aTh MO-TUXOMY.

— BepHo MbIcuTe, KanmuTaH, — MOATBepaWIa BukTopus. — 1o Bce He pajau rpadexka Wiu KOH-
KypeHLMU. { mpemnosaraio, 4To OHU Y3HAJIM PO Ballle COTPYTHUYECTBO C HAMU. XOTST BBIATH Ha HAC.
[Tostomy s 3meck. MBI He OpocaeM Tex, KTo HaMm rmoMoraeT. TakoB Halll KOfIeKC.

— IIpekpacHo, — yXMBUIbHYJICSI KallUTaH. — TO, HECOMHEHHO, PajIyer.

— 4 cnpitty sI3BUTEITbHBIE HOTKHU? — BOITPOCHIIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— OxoTdTCs Ha Bac, a pa30UPaThCs XOTAT cO MHOM. [TOHSITHO Tereph, TOYeMy OTIPABUIN TeOs.
Haneroch, ThI JEWCTBUTENTBHO TaK XOPOITIa, KAKOW TBITACIIILCS ce0s MoKa3aTh? A TO ¢ MepeBOILIONIe-
HUEM B MYXKUYUHY Y TeOsI, KaK 5 TIOIJISIKY, €CTh BUMMBbIC TIPOOIEMBI.

10
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— MHe He JOBOAMIJIOCH paHbIlie CTPOUTD U3 cedst My KUMHY, — oOuzaenach Bukropus.

— BosbMmu cBoii miapd u poOyii ydiiie, — OpocuII OH el TeMHO-cepbiit mapd. — [Toromy dTto
s TOXE HE B BOCTOpPre OT TOro, 4TO Ha MOeM Kopalsie jKeHIMHA. XOTh 1 MpHUBJIeKaTebHasl.

— Kaxkas ectp, — ypIOHYynach OHa, HAKUHYB Iapd U IBUrasich B CTOPOHY BBIXO/A.

— Kak OGymyT HOBOCTH — cOOOIIM MHE, — KUHYJI OH €i BCIIeI.

— Pazymeercs, — ykpaako# otBeTrna BUKTOpUsi, OTKpBIBasi CKPHUITYUyIO JBEPb M BBIXO/IsI CHOBA
Ha nanyoy.

SIpkuii cBeT cosHIIa BHOBb 3acyenwl riaza. CHOBa COJIEHbIN MOPCKOW BO3/yX, KPUKHM Yaek
u ronyOoil okeaH. «Kak ke KpacuBo», — MoAymasa AEBYIIKa, OfIeB IUISIY W JABUHYBIIUCH OIMKe
K Oopry. OHa MpocTo cTosIa Kakoe-To BpeMs U jodoBaiachk BuoM. Ho 3atem e€ Havasio KJIOHUTh
B COH, M OHA TOILIa K cede B KaloTy, Aa0bl HEMHOTO TMOApPEMaTh U MPEeAaThCsl BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM.
[Mo myTH OHA OIJISTHYJIaCh U 3aMETHIIA CTOSIIIIMX CBEPXY PYJIEBOTO M JIOIMaHa, METPax B COPOKa OT HeE.
OHHM 0 YeM-TO KMBO MEPEroBapUBAJIMCH, MaXald PyKaMU U YTO-TO TOKa3bIBAIU. BUKTOpHS TYT ke
Harpsiria ciayx u c(pOKycHpoBajiach TOJIBKO Ha MX pa3roBope. biaro BO3MOXHOCTH BaMITHpa ropasio
IApEe YEJIOBEUECKHX.

— 51 Tebe roBOpIO, IJIBIBEM HANpPsMUK, Yepe3 Kenbrckoe Mope! Tam TeyeHue nomyTHoe, U pac-
CTOSIHUE MEHbIIIEe BBIXOIWT, JAOTLJIBIBEM 3a HeCKOIbKO Houel! KpyTu koneco, roBopio! — yke moutu
3IIAJICS JIOIIMaH.

— MbI HUKOT/Ia He TUIABaJIM 3THM ITyTeM, OTKYy/a Takasl yBepeHHOCTh? Mbl MOXEM HapBaThCs
Ha aHIIMACKHNA (DJIOT, @ y HAC C HUMU M TaK HEe Jy4YIlFe OTHOIIeHWs. fI He coOupaioch pyJIuTh
HaBcTpeuy cmeptu! Karutan v Tak ene myctiit MeHsl K yrpasienuio! He fait 6or u3-3a te0s B ITopm
TOMA/IEM WM, YTO €€ Xyke, Ha MUPaTOB HaTKHeMcs! A TO M BOBCE Ha aHIVIMICKYIO (hIOTUIHIO!
OH ke MeHsI ppl0aM CKOPMUT, €Cl 51 He yMpy panblie! Kak muth qath, KO JHY MyCTHT! — jKasloBajcs
pyseBoii. [Tapens, enBa He JOMIEANIMIA 1O JIET TPUALIATH, OMbITA ellE NMoKa Hebobioro. CTpaHHO,
YTO KalMTaH eMy JOBEpWJI yIpaBiieHue Kopabnem. BUIumo ectb Ha TO CBOM MPUYUHBL.

—IloBepb MHE, OTTBITHOMY MOPSIKY ! — IPOAOJIKaIT YOEXKIaTh €ro ObIBaJIbIA MOPSIK Ha JOJIKHOCTH
JonMana. — ¢ 3Hato, 4To ropopio!

— Ecnu He nmaii 60r 4TO CIIyduTCs. .. — B3JOXHYJ pyJeBOil. — MHe He KUTb.

— He 6ouck, maner! KpynHoit ppiOo# cTaHems! — moxJiomnat ero 1o Iiedy Jioimat. SIBHO 3ToT
Pas3roBOp MPOXOIUII IOCTATOUHO JIONTO, U €My, HAaKOHEll, YJaJoCh YOeAUTh MapHUIIIKY.

BukTopus nepecrayia BCIYIIMBATLCS B MX Pa3rOBOP M CHOBA B3MUISHYJA HAa MPEKPACHBIN BUJ
roayooro okeana. Berep mackan e€ miekw U Tpernas BOJOCHL. 3axXoTesoch KymaTh. OHa MpUHIOXA-
J1ach, KaKk BaMITUP, IMOJTyYasl Bce 3armaxu ¢ Kopaodis u youpas miiHue. Bot, HakoHelr, oHa joOpasiach
U JI0 HY)XHOro. 3armax eipl yaapui eii B Hoc. OHa BIOXHYJIa CHOBA, IBITAsCh B HEM pa300parhcs.
JleByIika He 0 KOHIIA HAy4MJIach TOJIb30BaThCSl CBOMMMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, HO yXke Jiesiasia OombIiue
ycriexu. BHU3y, Ha KyXHe, OHa 1yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK JeIaeTcs OXJIeOKa N3 CBUHHHBI.

— DTOT KaJIKMIA 3acpaHel] KJIaJeT TIOUTH ToJibie KOCTH B CBOIO MOXJIEOKY! — THXO BBIpyrajiach
OHa Ha MOBapa, YyBCTBYsI, YTO MsICa HA KOCTSIX HUYTOXKHO Masio. OHa MPUHIOXAIACh JajibIlle, TITasCh
HaiTh MsicHble ocTaTKu. — Q000... Hamuta. Ha motom octaBui uim cBopoBarh periui?

BuxTopusi aBuHY/ach B CTOPOHY JIECTHHIIBI BHU3, 1a0Obl MpernofaTh ypok moBapy. OHa yxe
M3PSITHO U3rOJI0AIach Ha TIOCTHBIX Xapyax ¥ IaBHO He MUJIa KPOBb. A IMOITOMY T'OJIOHASI ¥ ONIACHAST
AeByIIKa Obl1a ornacHa BaBoiHe. Ho Tobko oHa coOpasiachk CIyCKaThCsl BHU3, KaK YCIIbIIIANa KPUKH,
U TYT K€ KTO-TO 3aTpyOMJI B TOpH. «3a HAMU TOTOHS!» — TOHSJIA OHA, MPUCITYIIABIIUCH CPasy KO
BCEM 3BYKaM B paryce HECKOJIBKUX KMJIOMETPOB. «YepToB moBap NMomoKAeT!» — pelmia AeByIKa
Y JIBUHYJIACh OOPATHO IO HAPABJICHUIO K KaloTe KaruTaHa. OHa MOIHSIACH 10 JIECTHUIIE M OTKpPbLa
JBEpb.

— Kakoro gpsiBona Te0si cioga mpunecio?! — 3aopajl OH, HO yBUEB BHKTOpHIO, HEMHOTO
ocekcsl. — A, 3To cHOBa Thl. UTO Tam, MaTh €ro pa3aepu, MPOUCXOIUT?
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— 3a HaMU TOTOHs, TOMBITAIOTCS B3ATh Ha aboppax. [IBa Herioxux jouHKopa. VX opynust
TOTOBBI K 0010, — OTparoproBaia Bukropusi, JOBOJIbHAST COOOM.

—Yro?! OTKyna Thl 3TO BCE 3HAEIIb? — YAUBWUJICS KAalIUTaH Cy/IHA, 3aITyCTUB PYKH B CBOIO PbIKYIO
6opomy.

— 41 310 capiry. Beex ux. UTo OHM TOBOPAT, Kakue KoMaHabl otaaoT. Kak Obercs ux cepaie
Y KaK KpOBb JILETCS 10 MX KWJaM, — Ipou3Hecia Buktopus, nouyBCcTBOBaB Aaxke 3amax KpoBU B UX
tenax. OHa B3IOXHYJIA, MOYTH 00NM3bIBasich. ‘oo Tep3ai e€ yxe BTOPOH JeHb.

— D70 BalllM KaKKe-TO CrelMabHble TPEHUPOBKU? — BHOBD ynuBuWIICcs bepHapa.

— Jla, *MEHHO Tak, — yCMeXHyJ1ach BUKTOpUS1, HE PUCKHYB pacKpblBaTh €My BCEH ITPaB/IbI.

— B Takom cityyae Haio TOTOBUTHCS K aTake, — MPOM3HEC KAITUTaH, OTJIOKHUB TPYOKY.

— YV HUX HeIJIOXKe JIMHKOPBI, OHU MOT'YT 1 HarHaTh HAaC, — BBICKa3ajla CBOE MHEHHUE JIEBYIIIKA.

—DTOT UCMIAHCKUI TAJIEOH JIOCTAJICS MHE ellE B JIMXUe MUpaTcKue BpeMeHa. M nmoseps, 51 Ha HEM
HeMaJto kopaodseii motornul. Jla v mo ObICTPOXOIHOCTH OH JIyullle TMHKOPOB OyaeT. CyaHO, KOHEYHO,
HEMHOT'0 CTapOBaTO, HO €lIE MOKaXEeT BCEM, Ha UTO crocoOHo. Pa3se uto. .. — ocekcst BepHapn, moue-
ceiBasi 6opoay. — Hekoropelie Mou monu yoenuiau B3sTh OOJbIIIE TOBapa Ha mpoaaxy. Mo, cpa3y
KPYIHBII KyIII cCOpBaTh Heruioxo Oyaer. OcoOeHHO cenany yrnop B 3TOT pa3 Ha Tabak, OH XOPOIIIO
packymnaercs.

— Beca mHoro Ha KOpabJe, a 3HAYUT U CKOPOCTD €T0 yKe He Ta, — KOHCTaTHpoBasia (pakT cMep-
TOHOCHAs1 KpacaBuIIa.

— NmenHo! A 3HauWT, HET CMBICHa yoerath, — npousHec bepHapa, xBaras mmary U Ha XOLy
3acteruBasi €€ Ha peMeHb. OH BBICKOUWJI HapyxkKy, TYT K€ HayaB pas3jaBaTb KOMaH/bl HaJIEBO
Y HaIpaso.

BukTopus npuciymanack 1 HEMHOTO NOrofsl ABUHYJIACh K BbixoAy. OHa BBICKOUMJIA HA Kalu-
TAHCKUI MOCTHUK Y, HaW/Is1 B3IJISIOM KaluTaHa, MoAoIuia K Hemy. Betep nonusiics, pa3BeBas €€ uep-
HBIE BOJIOCHI B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. B9k Koe-yeMy Hayudwil e€, U OHa XOTesa OlpoOOBaTh STH HABBIKH
B JEUCTBUM.

— Kanuran, y MeHs ecTb ujiesi! — HApOUMTO HU3KUM I0JIOCOM, HO JIOBOJILHO I'POMKO ITPOM3HECIa
BuxTopusi. — Benu 3apsaauth MyniKu ¢ KOPMbI KHUMIENEM. A ¢ G0PTOB 3aKUTraTeIbHbIMHU.

— 3nech 51 OTAAI0 MpUKasbl! — 3aKpryaj KaluTaH, a 3aTeM OT/1aJl CBOMM JIO[SIM IIPUKA3 ClieNaTh
TaK, Kak ckazajna Bukrtopus. [ocne dero obpatuics k Heldl. — Haneiock, 51 He moxkaseio 00 3ToM
pellIeHun.

— VBepsiio0, UTO He Moxkaseelb! — OTBEeTHIIA JIeByIlIKa yBepeHHO. Ho BHYyTpH OHa BCs Tpsciiach
OT BOJIHEHM S, HE 3Hasl TOYHO, MOTYUUTCS JIM BCE 3aJyMaHHOE.

— Ecnu Obl He TBOW craryc B jmre yOwiil, s Obl HM 32 4TO He mochyman 6aly Ha CBoeM
KopabJe! — 3asIBUJI OH €i Ha YXO, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CIIBIIIAJ.

— Cocpenorounmcs Ha npoOneme, — nepeBena pasropop Buktopus. — BoH B Toro ganbHero
CTpeJIsii 3apsKeHHBIM KHHMIIIEeIeM, He Tipekpariasi xona. Copsere napyca — 3aMe[iaTe ero. A Ommxk-
HEro MOAIYCTUM K ceOe BIUIOTHYIO M TIOCJIe STOTO 3KUTaTeJIbHBIMUA CHAPSAMU €TI0 BCTPETUM.

— OnHoro 3anma Majio OynieT, axke YIuThiBast OOMJIMEe MOUX ITyIIeK. TO He MPOCTO JIMHKOP, 3TO
«Poitsin CoBepen». AHIIIMICKAs TOPAOCTh BO TUIOTH, — 3a4ecas 6opoay bepHapa, 10ocTaB MOHOKITb
Y VIS5 HA TIPHOJTHIKAIOIIECs] KOPaOJIH.

— B 31OM M Bech cMbICI, UTO MBI OOCTpEJIsieM ero C JAByX OOpPTOB, — yiIbIOHYJIach Bukropus,
HO yJbIOKa BHIIIUIA BeCcbMa KpuBOBaTod. Her, BUHOW TOMY He MOAHSIBIIMIACS BETEp U BOJIOCHI, UTO
TaK ¥ HOPOBWJIM 3aJ1e3Th B POT. CKa3pIBAJIOCH €€ BOJIHEHUE U JIOBOJILHO CKYIHBIN OIBIT B MOJOOHBIX
aenax. — VI mpuroToBbTe CKMHYTh SIKOPb 110 KOMaH/IE.

— Yro T 3aTesna, OGesymMHasi? — yAMBIEHHO Bolpomasi BepHapa, mpomoskasi CMOTpPETh
B MOHOKJIb M CJIEAMUTH 34 CUTYallMell B MOpeE.

Jleno Gnu3UIoCh K Beuepy, HO CONHIIE eIIé He CKPBUIOCh 32 TOPHU30HTOM. Betep 1mymHO cBU-
CTeJ1, Mellasi CIIBIIATh KOMaH bl KaruTaHa. ['oiy6oii okean mproodpes Oosee TEMHBIN [IBET 1 HEMHOTO
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paz0yImieBascs, HO OT TOro He CTaJl BHINIAIETh MeHee IpekpacHo. Ckopee HA000POT, OH elnié OoJbIe
3aBOpaKMBAJI CBOEH SMMYHOCTHI0. HO 1Ba BpaxkeCcKMX JIMHKOPA yke HarHaJIu UCTIAHCK Ui rajieoH bep-
Happa.

Kamuran otgan mpukas, ¥ MyHMIKK ¢ KOpMBI KOpadOms 3arpoxotanu. Kak u Benena Bukro-
pusi, oOCcTpen BeJics Mo JanbHeMy KopaOmo. Ha kopme pacrosaranoch I0BOJBHO Majioe KOJMYe-
CTBO ITyIIIEK, a HEKOTOpHIE elIé U mpoMazaiv. Ho 1 Tex HeCKONbKMX MOonajaHuil ObUIO JOCTATOYHO.
Kuunnens cpenana cBo€ zeno, pa3opBaB HECKOJBKO MApyCOB HAa JAJbHEM JIMHKOPE, OTYEro TOT
3aMETHO TMoyOaBusI B cKopocTH. «Poiistm CoBepeH» yke NOTHal W 3aXOAWJ BJIOJb JIEBOrO OOpTa,
HO Ha JJOCTaTOYHOM paccTosiHuM. bepHapn oTaan npukas yopaTh napyca. Bpaxkeckuii TMHKOp BBICTpe-
JIUJT IEPBBIM, CTpeJisisi KHUIIIeaeM. JT0 ObUIO OKMIAEMO, OHU XOTEJIM OCTAHOBUTH KOPaOib U B3AITh
Ha abopaax. BUKTopus Bc€ T Crbliana v JOKJIa pIBajia KanuTany. [loatomy napyca Obiii yOpaHsbl,
a KOMaH/1a repe/| BHICTPEJIoM Oblla HaJIeKHO YKPBITA, HACKOJIBKO 9TO OBLIO BOZMOXKHO B JAHHOM CUTY-
armu. [Tocie Toro, Kak mocieiHue MyiKy MepecTaiy rpoxXoTaTh, MOKHO OBUIO CMEJIO paccMaTpUBaTh
MpUYMHEHHBIH yiiep0. Ho BpeMeHnu Ha 3To coBceM He ObLIO.

— Oronb! — otnan npuka3 bepHaprn, ¥ MyIIKY rajeoHa 3arpeMesi, BBICTPEIMBas OrPOMHOE
KOJIMUECTBO 32)KUTATENIbHBIX CHAPSAIOB. Te, B CBOIO 04Yepe/ib, MPOOMBAIIM 3aIUTY KOPaOs v pa3phl-
BAJIMCh BHYTPH, YHHUUTOXKAsl KaKk camM KopaOJib, TaK U €ro KOMaHjay. A KalluTaH, He TpaTs BpeMeHH,
OT/IaJ ellle HECKOJIbKO MpuKa3oB: — OTaats JieBblil sikopb! Jleo pyss!

— Ectp otnars seBbiit sikops! EcTb 1€Bo pysisi! — ckBO3b CBUCT BeTpa Bukropus ychblmana, Kak
PYyJIeBOM 1yOIMpPOBAT KOMAHIbI.

Komanpe 3apanee oObsSBUIIM, YTO MOCTIE 3aKUTATEIbHBIX CHAPSIOB JIEBBI OOPT HEOOXOIMMO
3apsiIUTh KapTeubio. M OHM y’ke rOTOBUJIM MyIIKK K HOBOMY BbIcTpeiny. [lapyca TONBKO CITyCTHIIH,
HO raJiecoH HaOpaj1 HeMaJIyio CKOPOCTh M TIPOAOJIKAT ipeiipoBaTh Mo BoHaM. U BOT pyiib ObLT BhIBEp-
HYT BJIEBO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBUIO BO3MOXKHO. TYT e pe3Ko MocieioBal TOMYOK, SIKOPb 3allenucs
3a Mopckoe THO. KopaOnb cHIbHO Hayano KpeHUTh B CTOPOHY, HOC KOPaOJysl 3aMETHO YIIIes BHU3.
Komanya mbitanace yaepxkarbesi, Kak Moria. Kopma kopadiisi, Ha000poT, oHsIach BBepX. SIKOpb
BIETIMJICSL B JIHO HAMEPTBO, U BHIBEPHYTHI PYJIb BJIEBO 3aCTaBUJI KOPAOJb MPUHSTH PE3KUIl Pa3Bo-
pot. Kopmy moHecno BipaBo, a HOC MO-TIpeKHEMY CMOTpeJT BHU3 U KpyTHIICS Ha Mecte. Ha Mrao-
BEHME Ka3aJioch, YTO OHM He BbIKMUBYT. ConeHast Boga MEJIKUMU OpbI3ramMu 3aJIMBajia HOC Kopaos.
Cam xe kopaOJb CKpUIeN U, I0BOJIbHO CUJIBHO HAKJIOHHMBIILCH B CTOPOHY, €/1Ba JIM HE Pa3BaMBaJICS
OT TaKOro pe3Koro pazBopora. Ho BOT HOC Havas MOTHUMATHLCS, & KOPMa MOHEMHOTY OITyCKaThCsl.
Kopabsnb Bc€ ke yganoch pa3BepHyTh ITPaBBIM OOPTOM B CTOPOHY JIMHKOpA.

— OroHp! — B3peBeN KaluTaH C pbiked OOpOAOHM, M Ha 3TOT pa3 MYIIKU MPaBoOro Oopra
rajieoHa 3arpeMeJiv, BRICTPEIUBast OrPOMHOE KOJTMUECTBO 3aKUTIaTeIbHBIX CHAPSI0B. DTOT 3aJII ITPO-
CTO 106U KOpalIib, KOTOPBIH yxke ObLI JOCTATOYHO MOBPEKIEH, YTOOBI MOWTH KO AHY. Te, KTo emié
HE YCIIeJT yMepeTb, MBITATIMCh CKPBITHCS HA IUTIONKAX, & HEKOTOPBIE M BOBCE NPTk B OKeaH MPsMO
¢ KopaOisl, MBITAsICh MOTYLIUTH TOPSIILYIO OEHKILY.

Bropoii muHkop npubmmkaiics, 1 ObUIO BUAHO, YTO OH ObUT PELIMTEHHO HACTPOEH B3STh CYAHO
Ha abopaax. Ho o coBery Buktopuu jieBbiil OOpT yke ObUT 3apsiKeH KapTeublo ¥ TOTOB K 0OCTpey.

— Oronb! — cHOBa B3peBeJ ppIKeOOPOIbIN KalIMTaH, U ITYIIKHM UCTIAHCKOTO IaJIeOHa BHOBD 3arpo-
XOTaJTh, HaBeBasi ykac Ha BparoB. Ha 3ToT pa3 crpesnsiin KapTeublo, 7a0bl pAaHUTh KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIe
JIOfie Ha BpakecKoM Kopaoie. JIoBOIBHO YCIIeNHO, Mary0a JJUHKOpa ObUla 3aBajieHa TPyraMuy Wn
MaTpOCaMH C OTOPBAHHBIMUA KOHEYHOCTSMH. HO ocTaBanoch eme JOBOIBHO CONUAHOE KOJMMYECTBO
JMOJeH, TOTOBBIX K aTake, M OTCTYNaTh OHM He coOupanuck. [lonetenu nepBble «KOUIKW», B3SIBIIUE
KOpalJb B 3axBaT. AOOpIak HaYasICs IMOTHBIM XOIOM. . .

— K opyxwuio! — 3akpruasia Buktopusi, oroius jie3Bust 000MX KUHXAJIOB, HO TYT K€ OCEKJIaCh,
B3IVISIHYB Ha KanuTtaHa. Kanwrtan cMoTpen Ha He€, a MaTpoCchl CMOTpeM Ha KanuTaHa. Bo3HuKIIa
CEeKyHHasl HEJIOBKOCTb.

— K opyxwuio! — B3peBen bBepHapn, 1 MaTpochl TYT ke 3alllyMeJTd, BBIXBaThiBasi CBOM caliu.
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HenoBkoe MoTuaHue TYT ke MPOIILIO, M Havyalach OKecToueHHast OOiHs. BUKTOpHsI KpOBaBbIM
BUXPEM BOPBAJIACh B TOJITY, MPOOMBasi cede MyTh K rpoT-mMaute. Kak Toabko y He€ BHIIUIO J0OpaThes
10 TPOT-MauThl, OHA 3aMPHIrHy/Ia Ha HEE U JIOBKO TOMOJI3/Ia B CTOPOHY TOMA, 3a0Upasich MO CTOSTIEMY
TaKeNaXxy, a 3aTeM HMCIONb3Yysl KaHATHYIO JIECTHUILY. 3a0paBIIMCh Ha CaMblil BEpX, OHa MpUBCTAJIA,
cripsiTajla KWHKaJlbl B HOXKHBI Ha MOSICE 32 CIMHOM U OIJIs1ieJ1ach, OLIEHMBasl CUTyaluio. Bokpyr nertanu
YaliK¥, CHHUY OKeaH, TUIECKasCh, OMBIBAJ KOpadiu, u Irymen Betep. HacTobko CHIIBHO ITyMet, 4To
31€Ch, Ha BBICOTE, Ka3aJI0Ch, OBUIO TaK TUXO M CIIOKOMHO.

Bukropus npuciymanace M ycibliiaja rojoc KalnuraHa Bpakeckoro cygHa. OHa B3IVIsIHYsa
B Ty CTOPOHY, PUCKHYB UCIIOJIb30BaTh HABBIKM YACTUYHOU MyTauuu. [1oBe3so, B 3TOT pa3 OHa He Ipe-
BpaTHIach B BAMITHPA TOJTHOCTHIO, TPaHC(POPMUPOBAB TONBKO I1a3a. [JyOokue 3eneHble r1a3a mnpe-
BPATHIJINCh B KPacHbIE C BEPTUKAJILHBIMU 3paYKaMu, CIIOCOOHbBIE BUIETh ropas3zio Ooblie, 4eM Jeso-
Beveckue. [lpIMsimiics napyc He crai Juis He€ nperpafoil. OHa JIerKo BUJENIa CKBO3b JIbIM U Jaxke
M3MEHWIA CTPOEHHE I71a3 JI0 TAaKOUM CTEeNeHH, YTO MOIJIa HAOIoaTh 32 KalMTaHOM CJIOBHO BOJIM3H.
Mep3kast yXMbUIKA Ha JIMIIe ¢ IBYMsI onoopoakaMu. KUpHbIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, 3a4€CaHHbIe Ha3al.
OT 01HOTO 3TOTO BU/IA € XOTEJIOCh CKOpee JIMIIUTH ero Ku3HU. OHa 00paTiiia BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO
KaITUTaH OTOIIIeN OJIvKe K OOpTY, U ceivac psi;ioM ¢ HUM BCETO JIBa YesloBeKa.

He nymas Hu cexkyHnpl, Buktopust coBepimia 6e3yMHBII MPbIKOK BIIEPE/I, B CTOPOHY Bpaske-
CKoro kopa0iis. Betep 3acBucTen B yiax eing cujibHee, a 9yBCTBO HEBECOMOCTH TIPUBEJIO €€ B OUepe/i-
HOH BocTopr. OYeHb yXk OHa JIIOOMIIA BHICOTY M OCOOSHHO JiioOmia jietaTb. Ho ceifuac oHa He xoTena
BbIJIaBaTh ce0s, KaK BaMIMpPa, MOTOMY Ha JIETY CXBATHJIACh 32 CBOOOIHO OONTAIOLIUIACS KaHAT, KOTO-
Pblii [10 UHEPLIMY, CKPUILSA 110 IEPEBY, JOCTABUII €€ PSMUKOM K aTaKyIOIIeMy UX KanuTaHy. MUHOBaB
CBEpPXY JIBYX €ro NpUOIMKEHHBIX, OHA OTITYCTHJIA KAHAT, BBIITYCKasl 1BA CKPBITHIX KMHXKAJA, CIIPSITaH-
HBIX B €€ Hapy4ax...

— Hanapenve Ha kanmTaHa! — 3aKpryai OOUH U3 €ro MPUOIMKEHHBIX, IBUHYBILIUCH B CTOPOHY
Bukropun.

— Hanapenue? Twl ono3aan, TBOM KalUTaH yxke MOYYET y MOPCKOTO JbsiBOJIA! — BO3MYTHIIACh
JEBYILKA, BBITALIMB /IBA OKPOBABJIEHHBIX CKPBITIX KMHKaJIa U3 I1IEU BPaKeCKOro KaruTaHa. Ero teno
JIeKaJIo Ha IOJTy, UCITyCKasi KPOBb U 3JI0BOHME.

— Youts ero! — 3akpuyvai NapHUIIKA, HAHOCS yJaphl 1O BaMITUDY.

— He ceronns, npyxuine! — nponsHecna Bukropus, JOBKO N3BEPHYBILKUCH U B35IB €T0 B 3aXBaT.
He nipekparnast pa3BopoTa, OHa YMPKHYJA CKPHITHIM KHMHXKAJIOM IO TOPJTy BTOPOTO MPUOIMKEHHOTO,
OTYEro TOT, XPUISl U CXBATUBILIKUCH 32 TOPJIO, YIaj Ha MOJ, AEprasch B CyIOporax U pa3Opbi3ru-
Basi KPOBb. BUKTOpHS yCIblIana CBUCT JIETSIIEro HOXa U MPUKPBUIACH TTIAPHHUIIIKOM, YTO ObUT y Heé
B 3axBaTe. Hox momnan eMy B CITUHY, ¥ OH CIIOJ3 K €€ HOram, Tak:Ke JAeprasich OT OOJIH.

— Bor tak Hago MeTaTh! — Mpou3Heca IeBYIIKa, METHYB HOXX B TPETET0, KTO IMOKYCUJICS Ha €€
KU3Hb.

— Karnuran your! — 3akpruas oivH 13 MaTpoCcoB, U TYT BUKTOpHS OHSIA, YTO TIOpa CBaIMBaTb.

OHa cnpsTana CKpbIThle KUHKaJIbl, JOCTAB €I1IE OfIMH METaTeJIbHbI HOXK CPEAX IIPOYMX, CIIpsi-
TaHHBIX y He€ Ha Mosice, U JBUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY OoJITatolierocs 6e3 aeja KaHaTa HeBJajieKke OT Hee.
[To myTn oHa HapBaiach emE Ha mapy MaTpocoB. JleByIlka MeTHY/a B OMMKAWIIEro MaTpoca HOX
U JlocTasa u3-3a mnosica BTOpoil. Marpoc ynaj 3aMepTBoO, a JIEBYIIKa METHYJIA HOX B €II€ OAHOTO
Marpoca, Ho... IIpoma3zana.

— Oii, — ynuBMiIach AeBymika-Bamnup. — Hagetoch, MeTtrc 06 TOM He y3Haer.

UynoM yBEepHYBIIMMCSI OT METAaTeJIbHOTO HOXa OKa3ajicsl My)X4MHA cpeiHux Jjer. U pa3 oH
10 HUX JOXWI, BUIUMO, YeJIOBEK ObLT JOCTATOYHO OmbITHBIA. OH aTakoBan Bukrtopuio, kotopas,
BIIPOUEM, MPAKTUIECKHU Oe3 MpooOiieM yBepHYIach OT ero yaapoB. Ho BOpyr oHa movyBCTBOBaIA, KaK
e€ roJioBa craja TSKeJIoH, U KYTKO 3a0osen 3aTbuiok. OHa 0OepHyach M yBHEa 310POBOTO MYX-
YrHYy ¢ OPEeBHOM B pyKax M yauBJeHHeM B rn1azax. OH SIBHO HE OKHIAJI, YTO Ta OCTAHETCS CTOSITh
Ha HOrax IocJjie Takoro-to yaapa. BUktopus pa3osnuiach, BBITYCTUB JjBa CKPBITHIX KMHKaJIa U aTa-
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Kys1 ObIcTpO U sipocTHO. OHa pasjenanach ¢ 000MMHU MYKUYMHAMH U 10Opaiach, HAKOHEI, 10 KaHata.
[peIrHYB Ha HETO, IEBYyIIKA 0OOTHYJIa B BO3/IyXe MOJ KOPaOysi BOKPYT MauThl, IOCTaBUB ceOsl K MECTY,
BO3JI€ KOTOPOI'O BEJIOCh CPAKEHUE.

JIOBKO CHIpBITHYB C KaHaTa, OHa moAdexaia K OOpTy, OHUM MPBLKKOM 3allphITHYB Ha CaMBIi
Kpall U1 OCTaHOBWJIACh, NBITASCh YIEpKaTh PaBHOBECUE. 3[eCh €€ OKATWJIO MPOXJIaJHbIM MOPCKUM
BO31yxoM. OHa OIyCcTHIIa B3IJISI]T BHU3, TJIE IJIECKAJICS OYIIYIONINA OKeaH, BOIHYIOIIMMICS BOTHAMH,
okatbiBasi Kopabmu. Tak, Hajgo coOpaTbes ¢ MpIcTassME. OHA TIpUcena U BHOBb COBEpIIINIIA HEBEPOST-
HBI TIPBIKOK, MUHYS COJIUAHOE JIIS YeJIOBEKa pacCTOsTHUE Meskay KopaOisimu. OHa KyBBIPKOM IpH-
3eMJIMJIach Ha 1oyl Kopalis bepHapaa, emie 1 HEeMHOTo NMPOKATUBIIMCH HAa MATOHN Touke. Buktopus
PE3KO BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH, BHITACKMBAS CBOU JIIOOMMbIE KMHKAJIbI U3-3a CITMHBI Ha TIOsICe.

— 3/1ech yKe CIOKONHO, — ychblana oHa rojoc bepuapaa. ToT cTosi1 HaBepxy, Bo3Jie CBOEH
KalioThl, 1 HaOmonas. Ero pyku Obutv B KPOBH, BUIMMO OH IIPUHUMAJT aKTUBHOE YYacTHE B 9TOW OUTBE.
A Tenepb MoOr ceOe O3BOJIMTh ME/IJIEHHO HACTAUThCS HACTYMAIOIIEH MoOe 0.

— Tam em€ cpaxaiorcs, — oTBeTHIa BUKTOpHS, Mpsiya KMHKAJbI U MOAHUMASICh TI0 JIECTHHILIE
HaBepX.

— A Tl MOJIOZIEN. {I ¥ HE OKMAAIL, YTO TaK JIMXO CIPABUILILCA, — IMTPOU3HEC bepHapa, HaxoAsACh
B HEKOTOPOM BIIeUaT/IeHNY OT AericTBuil Buktopuu Truame. OH coOpasicsi TOWTH HABCTPEUy JIEBYIIKE,
HO pa3/iajicsi TPOXOT BBICTpelia BPAKECKOTo Opyausl, U KalMTaH BMECTe C IPUJIMYHON YacThio 00JIOM-
KOB KOpaOJisi pyXHYJI B OKeaH.

— TBoto mats! — BeIpyrasiach Buktopus ckopee Ha ce0s.

Ona pacciabunach ¥ B OyKBaJIBHOM CMBICJIE CJIOBA MPOIMYCTHIa MUMO YIIIed TO, YTO MOIJIa Obl
YCIBIIIATh U MIPEJOTBPATUTh. A e€ 3aaHreM ObUIO COXPAaHWUTh XHU3Hb KanuTaHy. Beero-to conpoBo-
muth ero ot Helo-Vopka a0 nopra Fasp Bo ®panimu. Kakoii-To BakHBIIA rpy3 IS THIIBINH, 33 KOTO-
PBIM MOTYT OXOTUThCSA. E€ eme He noceamat Bo Bee Aetanu. Ho oHa He moxer noasectu Meruca.
[TosTomy oHa pa3z0esxasiach W MPHITHYJIA BHU3, B CEpIIle OKeaHa, Ha X0y YBOPAuMBasiCh OT OCTaB-
IAXCST 0OJIOMKOB.

BuxTopusi, cnoBHO peiOa, M3BMBAJIach B BOJE, HAOMpask CKOPOCTh M CTPEMHTENIBHO CITYCKasICh
BCE IyOske. Yike 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH MPIJIMYHOE JaBJIeHHe, KOI/la OHa MOaXBaTuIIa Teslo KanuraHa bep-
Hap/a ¥ Noruibuia HaBepx. Ha 3ToT pa3 ObljIo cliokHee, Ja ¥ KUCJIOpOo 3aKaHuuBasIcsl. Bammnmpsl ec-
CMEpPTHBI, HO €CJI OHa YTOHET, TO OYHETCSI, JIMIIb KOrja e€ BhUIOBAT HAPYXKy. A 3T0, K OOJIbIIOMY
COXaJICHUIO, MOJKET U He CIIyYUThCsI, €CIIM OHA TIOMJIET KO JIHY, 3achlllaHHasi OOJIOMKaMH.

Bukropus npuHsia pemieHre Kk noiHou TpaHcgopmanuu. [Ipsmo B Boze 0Ha OJHOCTBIO ITpe-
Bparmiachk B Bamnupa. [Tomorasi cede KpbUIbsIMH, OHA pa3BUJIa HETUIOXYIO CKOPOCTh U, CIIOBHO JIEJTb-
(buH, BHIPBITHYJIA U3 BOJBI Ha mapy mMeTpoB. He BbIlyckast Tena U3 pyK, OHA TYT K€ pacrpaBuia
KPbUIbs1, 00/1aB TIOBEPXHOCTh OKeaHa OpbI3ramMH U Mapsi BCEro B MeTpe Haj Bogoi. BoiHa xyectHyna
BepHapna 1o 1eke, ¥ TOT OYHYJICS, BHITUIEBBIBAsI BOLY ¥ XKa/JIHO IJIOTask BO3IYX.

Bukrtopus cnienana HECKOIBKO OOJBIINX B3MAaXOB KPbUIbSIMH, HAOpaB OOJBIIYIO CKOPOCTh
Y BBICOTY, a 3aTeM, OOOrHyB KOpaOJib MPOTMBHHUKA, OHA CeJa HAa HOC MCTAHCKOTO TajieoHa, CKIHYB
psinoM u Teno bepHapma. Marpochl cMOTpenu Ha He€, He 3Hasl, YTO MPENpPHHSATh. A OHA Tpe.-
CcTaJia repejl HIMH BO BCEl BaMIUPCKOW Kpace. YepHble KOKUCTbIE KPbUIbs, CBOOOIHO MPOXO/SIIHE
CKBO3b BOJIILICOHBIN YEPHBIH I1alll, JUTMHHBIE ¥ OCTPbIE KOTTH Ha pyKax, OJieqHast KOXa, BepTUKAJIb-
HbIE 3payKy U, pPa3yMeeTCsl, XUIIHBII OCKaJl KJIBIKOB.

— JlemoH! — 3a0paJt OIUH U3 MaTPOCOB, KUHYB B HEE UeM-TO jiepeBsiHHbIM. — [lomien npous!

— OHa cnacrna Haiero Kanurasa! — 3acTynuiics 3a He€ rmoBap.

— Omna?! 1a ato ono! Yynosuiie Mep3koe! — 3arysesn emie ogquH MOpsiK.

— IIpous oTcI0Aa, OTPOIBE ObSIBOIBCKOE! — MOAJEPKAIN APYTHUE MATPOCHI.

He Bce, KoHeYHO, HO OOJBIIIMHCTBO MBITAIMCH OTOTHATH €€ ¥ KUAATIHA B HEE BCEM, UTO MO, PyKY
nonagercs. A BUKTOpus poCcTO CMOTpeJIa Ha 3TO ¥ He MOTJIa MOHSTh, 32 YTO Y HUX TAaKOE€ OTHOIIICHUE
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K Hel. Ctpax? Heyenu ot cTpaxa JIoIM HACTOJIBKO CIIEITHYT, UTO He BUISIT OUEBU/IHBIX Belen? Beap
9TO UMEHHO OHA ITOMOIJIA UM ITOOEIUTD.

— Mae xaib. .. Ho Tebe myurne yoparbcs oTciona, — TUXO npousHec bepHapy, olieHWB cuTya-
LIHIO.

— ¢I criacna ’xu3Hb BallleMy KalmuTaHy ¥ BaM BceM. BoT kak Bl MeHs1 Onaromapute? CBoUM Ipe-
3peHreM? — MOMbITAIaCh OHA JJOCTYYaThCs IO YECTH MPOCTHIX MOPsKOB. Ho He TyT-T0 ObUTO. ToIe
MaJIO YTO MOYKHO OOBSICHUTb.

— 3akpoil CBOW POT, CyKa! — BBIKPUKHYJI KTO-TO U3 TOJIIbI, KUHYB B He€ BelpoM. [leByiika
MIPUKPBLJIACH PYKOM, ¥ BEIPO CO 3BOHOM OTCKOUMJIO B CTOPOHY.

— Ionuta mpousk ¢ Harrero kopadsi! — peBesia Tojma, MPOAOKasA 3aKUBIBATE €€ Pa3TUIHBIM
TSOKEJIBIM MYCOPOM M Jake TpeAMeTaMu MeOeIH.

BukTtopus He cTana Oosbilie B3bIBaTh K X TOJIOCY pa3yMa, paclipaBUjIa KPbUIbs |, CeJIaB Tapy
I1aroB Jyist pa3oera, CIpbirHy/Ia ¢ Kopadis. [laspiiie MOpPSKY BUCTU JIUIIL B3Maxy e€ KpblibeB. OHa
HEJIONTo JieTesa, JOOPaBIIUCh 10 KaKoro-to Onmmkaiiimero octpoBa. Kaxercs, 310 661 CeHT-DHH,
HO 3T0 OBLJIO M He BakHO. bepHapy yxe norutsiBeT 10 ['aBpa, e€ 3agaHue BBITIOIHEHO. XOTh U He JTyd-
M oOpaszom. [Ipuriock BeIaTh ceds.

OHa cesa Ha Kpaio TOpbl, Ha MOJISTHKE, ¥ CMOTpeJia BJaJlb, T/Ie CaIMIOCh COJIHIIE, SIBJISIST BCEM
B OKpYre HeBEpOSITHO KPACHBBIN 3aKaT. JIIosIM He CYKIeHO €€ TIOHATh, OHU BUAST B HEH JIUIIIb YyJI0-
BUIIIE, XOTSI OHA TAaKOW K€ YeJIOBEK, KaK M ocTajbHble. W Tonbko BisK pasrisgen B Hell yelloBeka,
Korja oHa Oputa JieMoHOM. Korja-To B moxoxkei 0OCTaHOBKE OH MPUOOHSIT €€, U CTalo Tak JIerKO
1 Tak criokoiHo. Ceityac e Hao00pOoT, CTaJIO TOIBKO XOJIOHO U OIMHOKO OT 9TUX MbIC/el. Tak oHa
Y MPOCH/IENIA, TIOKA COJTHIIE He CKPBUIOCH 3a TOPU3OHT. A 3aTeM MPUHSIIACh UCKATh JI0OPOTY «IOMOM»,
K POIHOM I'MJIbANUYU YOUMII. . .
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JIén m maams. Yacrs 1

IIpoJor

B HOs16pe BOCbMUIECATOrO rojia IeBsATHAAIIATOrO BeKa B MIPOCTON COBETCKOM CEMbE POIUIICS
caMblil OOBIKHOBEHHBIN MAJILUUK TI0 UMeHU Koist, KOTOpIil He 001aan Hi 0coObIMU (hPU3UUECKIMU
JaHHBIMU, HU BBIIAIOIIEHCS] BHEITHOCTHIO. Bripouem, ciaObM ero Toxe Helb3st OblIo Ha3BaTh. Korma
TMOZIONLIO €r0 BpeMsi, OH OTIPABUJICS CIYXUTb B apMuio. [1o utory ciyxObl OH HNpUHSIT pellieHre
OCTaThCs B ApMHUU M, OKOHUMB BOEHHYIO aKaJIeMUIO, TIOJTyYrI1 Milajiiiee ouiiepckoe 3sanue. Bekope
0C/Ie OKOHYAHM S aKaJIeMUH OH KEHWJICS 1 003aBeJsicsl JETbMH.

Korna nauanace [lepass MupoBas BoitHa, Hukomait Mopo3oB oTObLT Ha (PpOHT B 3BAaHUM Karlu-
taHa. Ho, omimymBIIMCch B OOEBBIX JISHCTBUSAX B POJIM KOMAHIMPA POTHI, JOBOJIBLHO CKOPO TTOTY YT
3BaHMe Mariopa. Hukosnaii Obl1 caMbIM HACTOSIIIUM OOeBbIM OHiiepoM pycckor apMuu. OH HEOTHO-
KpPaTHO TOJTyYasl paHeHHUsI U OCTaBaJICs Ha TPAHU KU3HU U CMEPTH.

OT HeMUHYeMO¥ THOe ero pas 3a pa3oM CIacajlo JMIIb OTHO — OFPOMHas criia Bou. Maiop
Mopo30B 3apeKOMEHIOBaJ ce0s1, KaK BOJICBOK M PEIIUTEIILHBIN MYKUMHA, 32 UTO TIOJYYHJT YBAXKCHUE
Y OT COCITY’KMBLIEB, M OT BBICIIUX YMHOB. HO HE3a/10/1ro 10 KOHIIA BOWHBI IPUKJIIOYIIIACH Tpareaus,
0 KOTOPOI1 OH Ha TOT MOMEHT eIlIE He 3HaJl. ..

[To okoHYaHUIO BOMHBI €My TOP:KECTBEHHO MPUCBOMIIM 3BaHUE IMOIMOJKOBHUKA U TEpeBeu
Ha BBICOKYIO JOJUKHOCTH B InTade. Kak okaszanoch, 9T M3MeHEeHWs1 HOCHIIM MHOM Xapaktep. Ero
KOMAaHAMP CKPBLI OT HErO U3BECTHS O TOM, UTO KeHa U JeTh HuKonas He BbIKWIM B 9TOW BOWHE.

[MocnenoBain gonruii nepuon aenpeccuu, nocie koroporo Hukonaii IBaHoBUY BCE ke BEpHYIICS
Ha cyxkOy. Criycrs emé Hekotopoe BpeMst Hukoomait iBanoBna Mopo30B yIiiesn B OTCTaBKY, IOJY-
YKB, YTO HA3bIBAETCS, «BJOTOHKY» OU€peqHOEe BOMHCKOE 3BaHKe MOJIKOBHUKA. KU3Hb Y HEro MorJa
CJIOXXUTBHCS] BECbMa HETUIOXO0, HO, K COKAJICHUIO, 32 OCTAaBIIYIOCS BOCHHYIO CITy’)Oy OH TaK M HE CMOT
CHOBA JKEHUTbCS U 3aBECTH JIETEN.

A B UTOre COMISI C yMa KW B IIajialie B jiecy Herojaseky ot ropona Benukwuii Yerior. Ctpou
OH TaM YaCOBEHKY, J]a TIeK MMPOry, KOTOPbIMH YTOIIAJ JETUIIIEK, MIOKA PACCKa3bIBAJl UM MHTEPECHbIS
WCTOPUH U3 CBOEH XU3HU. MecTHasi peOATHS 4acTo JToOuIIa MPUXOIUTD K JeIyIIKe C IJTMHHOM Celon
60ponoi.

A TIOTOM CITyYHsIach yepeia CTpaHHBIX COOBITHIA, KOTOPBIX HUKAK MHAYe, KpoMe Kak BOJIIeO-
HBIMU U He HazoBellb. KTo cuntaer, uto Hukonait iBaHoBUY ymep, a HEKOTOPbIE TOBOPSIT, YTO caM
Bor ero ogapun MaruuecKMMu CUJIaMU U BEPHYI K sKU3HU. Tak 3TO UM HET, HaM 3HaTb, YBbI, HE JaHO.
Ho ecnu ynactes y3Hath Oosnbiiie iHGOpMAIMy 00 3TONH UCTOPUH, TO B OYIyIIEM 51 BaM O Hel 00si-
3aresibHO noBenawn. OIHO U3BECTHO TOUHO. YenoBek, noxoxuil Ha Hukonas, )uBeT U 1o ceil ieHb,
SIBJISISICH OOJIa/IaTeNieM BEJIMKOW CUJIBL, 32 KOTOPYIO €r0 IMPO3BaJIM B HAPOJE KOPOJIEM U TIOBEIIUTENIEM
xonona. Ho ceifuac Most uCTOpHs COBCeM He O MPUKJTIOYEHUSIX CEI0BJIACOTO CTAPUKA. . .

Bce 3narom, kmo makoii 0ed0 Mopo3s. [oOpviii cmapey, umo oapum Oemuukam nooapKu
Ha Hoeviii I'00. Bce 3narom, umo y Hezo ecmbo eHyuka. Ceemaosonocas Cuezypouxa ¢ CUHUMU 2143~
Kamu. /lymaro, HU Onsl K020 He CeKpeni, Ymo 3mo cKazouHvle nepcoHaxcu. Ho 30ecv o3nukaem
napouKa 6noAHe 3aKOHOMEPHBIX 8onpocos. Bo-nepevix, ecau y dedywiku ecmv 6HyuKa, 3Hauum, echio
u demu. Kmo onu u nouemy Ham o HUX COBEPULEHHO HUUE20 He U38eCmHO? A 80-8MOPbIX, KO Jice CIAn
ux npomomunamu? Ymo dxce, y meHsi ecmv omeem Ha 3mom eonpoc. /lasatime-ka paszdoepemcsi...

JIaBHBIM-JIaBHO y OBIBIIIETO BOGHHOTO M HBIHEIITHEro NoBenuTtesist xonona — Hukonas MBaHo-
BUYA, poauics chiH. Ero Ha3zBanu AnieKcaHp B UeCTb BEJIMKOTO KHsI3s1 ObLIbIX BpeMeH — AJleKcaHIpa
Hesckoro ([la-na, BoBce He B 4yecTh MakenoHckoro!). B netcrBe Asekcanap oueHb 00U OyJIouKy
¥ MOpOXEHOE, TTOTOMY POC JIOBOJILHO MyXJIbIM MajbllioM. M3-3a 4ero Bce IeTh B OKpyre 4acrto
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MO/ YMBAJTM HAJl HUM. A OTHAK/IbI CJICTIUJIM U3 CHETa YeJIOBEYKa, COCTOSIBILIETO U3 TPEeX CHEKHBIX
KOMbeB. [Ipraenan oHM K HeMy Py4YKHM U3 BETOK, HAPUCOBAIU €My JIMIIO U BMECTO HOCA BOTKHYJIH
MOPKOBKY. A 4TOOBI BCE 3HAJIM, YTO 3TO TBOPEHHUE OJIMLIETBOPSIET HACIIEJHUKA TIOBEJIMTENsI X004,
nofnucany BHU3Y — CHEroBuk AJjieKcaHp.

Hayno ckazath, TBOpeHUe NEHCTBUTEHLHO YeM-TO OBLIO MOXOXe Ha OJIeMHOKOXKEro OeoBOJIO-
COro M K TOMY e, BeCbMa IMyXJIOTO MaJbUMIIKy. AJIeKCaHIp ObUT OYeHb JOOPHIM MaJTbuMKOM, HO,
YBHUJIEB 9TO CHE)KHOE TBOPEHHME, 3aTarJl OOMAY Ha IPyObIX peOsAT. A JIIOAM OLCHUIH IIYTKY U KaXAYI0
3UMY C TeX MOp JIEMUJIA «CHETOBUKa». Takoe xke CHe:XKHOe TBOpPEeHHE, HATTOMHUHAIOIIEEe UM MaJICHBKOTO
TIOBEJIUTEIS XOJIOA.

OpnHax b1, COBCEM pa303JIUBILIICH, MAJTBUKMK YKpaI Med y coJjiaTa, Clyxaiiero ero cembe. Ero
TOJIOBY OJlypMaHHJIa HEHABHCTb, M OH XOTEJ KECTOKO MOKapaTh peOATHINEK, CMESIBIIUXCS HA/l HUM.
Ho ero oterr ycnien panbliie ¥ 0ToOpajt y ChiHa OpyKHe. DTO ObLIO HECIOKHO. AJIEKCaHAp elie TO/-
HUMaJ CTAIbHOM Meu, KOTOPBIi, K CJIOBY CKa3aTb, ObUI HE MEHBIIIE CAMOTO MaJIbuMKa.

— MecTb He BBIXOJI, ChIH MO, — IIBITAJICSI OOBACHUTH eMy oTell. — [TompoOyi mourpars ¢ HUMH,
BO3MOXHO, OHH CTaHYT TBOMMH BEPHBIMU JIPY3bsIMHU.

— He Gyny st c aumu apyxuth! OHM OOMKAIOT MeHs ! — KprUJasl MaJIblill, THEBHO MOTpsicasi KyJia-
KOM B BO3JIyXe.

— Hy xe, noiinem 1oMo#, — IpOroBOpUJI OTell, Oepsi ChiHA 3a PYKY. — Thl IOJKEH yMETb CITpaB-
JISITHCSL CO CBOMM THEBOM M MBICTIUTh paccyauTeNnbHO. Benp Tebe nmpeqHauepTaHo OXHAK/IbI 3aHSTh
MOE MECTO.

— Ho Tonky oT MOMX paccysk/IeHWid, €CJI OHM OyIyT MPOAOIKaTh MeHs1 oOmxkarh! OHM 3aciy-
KMBAIOT HaKa3aHUsI! — HUKAK HE MOT' YTOMOHUTHCS I0HBIN TIOBEIUTE b, — VIX HA/I0 MPOyYuTh!

— OHM MPOCTO HE MOHUMAIOT, YTO o0uIenu Teds. i HUX 3TO MPOCTO Becesas MIyTka. Thi
Mor Obl TIOTOBOPHUTH C HUMH U OOBSICHUTH, YTO TaKKe IIYTKHU TeOs1 oOmxkaoT. He mymaro, yto MHOTHE
13 HUX XOTAT TeOs] 0OUAeTh, — MPOIOIKAT KOPOJIb XOJIO/Ia, BeJlsl ChIHA JIOMOM.

C nHeba cpblBaMCh OeNble XJIOMbsI, KOTOPble KPAacMBO KPYXKHWINCh B Bo3ayxe. Ilog Horamu
MUPHO XpycTeln cHer. BoT yxe BuaHenach pogHas ycagp0a ceMbu Mopo3oBbix. OOCTaHOBKA BOKPYT
pacrionaraia Kk yMmupotrBopeHuio. Ho 061ia MaieHbKOro Majibuka BCE eIé TUXO TJiesia BHYTPH.

— Ho nana, s Benp gomkeH ymetsb aparbest! 1 ke Manpuuk! — yxke CoKOiHee, HO ¢ HOTKaMu
3JI0CTH MPOJOIIKAT OyWHBIN PEeOSHOK.

— He nepexuBail. OpHaxapl s Hay4dy TeOsl OpaThCsi M UCMOb30BaTh opyxue. Ho ceitvyac
Hay4HCh JIydIlle peniaTh IpodieMbl MUPHO, — IocTapasics yoenuts ero Hukonaii MBaHoBuu.

— IpaBpa, Hayuwminb? — 3aropesicsi MaJIbUKK, JABHO MPOSIBIISBIIMIA UHTEPEC K XOJIOJHOMY OpY-
kU0 oTia. — Ho Be/ib ThI MPOTUB HACKUTHS.

— Pazymeercs, npotuB. Ho Bens st He Beerna Oyny psinom. Korna-HuOyab MeHsI He CTaHeT, U Th
JOJKeH Oyzienb yMeTh 3a ce0st mocTosTh. [la U He ToNbKO 3a ceds... Thl Be[b, BEPHO, TOHMMAEIIIb,
YTO Tiepel Hale cembeil crout nonr. Hamma cuna mapoBaHa Ham camuM Borom [yisi coxpaHeHust
Mupa Ha 3emie. 17151 coxpaneHust OaaHca CUl MeXay JOOPOM U 3710M. MBI CITy’KMM BBICIIEH LIENH.

— Mos Hs1HSI MHE TOBOpHUIIa 00 9TOM. 1, paB/ia, Tak HUYEro 1 He MOHsUI. Thl ke KOpoJib, ouemMy
y TeOs1 HET CBOEro KOpPOJIeBCTBA? — CITPOCHIT JIIOOOBITHBIA MaJIbill, BblabIxas map. Ha ynuie Obuto
JOBOJILHO XOJIOTHO.

— 41 He KOpONb, TaK MEHsI MPO3BAJM B Hapome. DTO MOTOMY, UTO s BJIAJCI0 CUJION XOJofa
1 TonbKo. K ToMy ke, Mbl He BJlacTBYyeM Haj jogpbMu. He cymum Mx M He 3acTymaemcs 3a HHX.
Mp1 obeperaeM MX OT BTOPKEHUs TEMHBIX CHJI. A MHOTJA U OT UX COOCTBEHHBIX OIMMMOOK. B 3TOM
Harna 3a/1a4a. Mbl Takke He BTOpraeMcsi B IOJIMTUKY M He o0cysk1aeM mpasiieHue. Kak st u ropopu,
MBI CJTY’KHMM BBICITICH T1eJTH, — OOBSCHII OTEIl MAJIbUMKY, a 3aTeM JIo0aBwiI: — [laBail 3aiiieM B JIOM.
Ha ynuue xonogHo.

— Ho Beap Mbl BiasieeM cuiioit xomnona! — yIuBHICS ChIH, — IOYEMY TOTa MHE XOJIOAHO?
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— IIpocTo ThI €€ CAUIIKOM MaJl U TIOKa He BJIajeellb Jake YacTblo MOMX CHJI. DTO MPHUIET
K TeOe JIMIIb CO BpeMeHeM. A Tioka Tebe JIydilie TpeThes Aoma. Thl ke He Xodellb 3a0071eTh U Mpo-
MYCTUTH Mpa3IHIUYHOE 3aCTobe B yecTh HoBoro roma?

— Koneuno net! Tam ke cronbko Bcero BkycHoro Oyaer! M momapouku Oymyt! INama, a Thi
MHE TIOJJApHIIb TU IITaHBI MOJHBIE U3 AMEPUKU? — HIYMHO OOJITal MaJIbUMK, ykKe 3a0bIB COBCEM
00 obdnmax.

— AX, 1u... HyxHbl onu te6e? OHUM ke HeylnoOHble, — YIBIOHYJICS OTell, OTKPbIBasi 1BEPh
U 3aITyCKasi CbIHa BHYTPb.

— HyxHb1, nama! — 3a0ecrokomicss MaJIbuuK. — MeHsI Torja TOuHo yBaxarthb OyayT! 51 ke cambiii
KpyToii Oyy!

— Hy, pa3 HyxHbI, TOra nogapio, — caaicsi Hukonait, ycmexasich geTckoy mpockoe. — JlaBait
yXe CHUMAai BEPXHIOI OJIekK Iy M UM KyluaTh. Ha cTos yke TaBHO HaKpbITO, TOJIBKO HAC U KAYT.

— INama, a BOT pa3 y Hac KOpOJIEBCTBA HET, TOra movyemMy Tedst Ha3biBaloT Koposem? M nouemy
y Hac ecTb CBOM MOJ/IaHHbIe? — 3a[yMaJICsl MaJIbIIII.

— 41 sxe TOBOpHJI, Y HAC HET TOJ/IAHHBIX, 9TO BCE OANKU M3 ropoa. A HaIlM JIOAH 31eCh 10 CBO-
eMy COOCTBEHHOMY eJIaHuI0. BepsT B Hallle 110 ¥ MOMOTaloT HaM, YeM MOTYT. XOTAT ObITh YaCTbIO
Halllero opyieHa, UCXOo/s U3 CBOUX YMEHHMI U BO3MOXHOCTel. B3amMeH 3Toro Mbl 1jiaTuM UM JEHBIH,
a TaK’Ke MPeOCTaBIIsIeM KUjbe U efy. K ToMy ke, Mbl U3roTaBIMBaeM UTPYILIKH IS ISTUIIIEK, a 3TO
MOMOTraeT HaM Herutoxo 3apadarsiBath. Ho u 1st aTOro Toke HyxHbI onu. [IpaBaa, Te pedsra, 4to
paboTaloT y HaC Ha MPOU3BOACTBE, AENAIOT 3TO TOJIBKO paau AeHer. Ho 3To He JienaeT ux XyXe OCTallb-
HbIX. Be3 neHer ceiiuac HUKyJa, — OTBEYal eMy OTell, IIOKa ChIH CHUMAaJT KYPTOUKY.

— INoHs-59-9THO, — MPOTSHYJI MaJIEHBKUI AJIEKC, MaJIO YTO TIOHSB, HO JIETKO CITPABUBILIUCH
C HEXUTPbIM JIeJIoM. — [lonuim Kymmars, s mporoioacs.

— JlaBHO nopa! — yneiOHyJcs B oTBeT Hukoraii IBaHOBHY, MOATAIKMBAS ChIHA B CTOPOHY KYXHH.

Beuep npotiies JOBOJIBHO CIIOKOIHO U YIOTHO, B KPYT'Y CEMBU. A CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO JHEN AJleK-
caH/Ip BCE e MofoIIes K pedsiTaM 1 oroBopuii ¢ HuMu. [IpaByia, oqHOMY U3 HUX BCE ke MPHUIIIOCh
3aexarhb B HOC, HO, KQ)KeTCsl, OHU BCE e MPHIIUM K MOHUMAaHMI0. OCcTanbHble peOSTHIIKN OCO3HAIIH,
YTO Tepe/l HUIMU CTOUT ChIH TTOBEJIUTENISI XOIOAA U YKe He THITATUCh €r0 Kak-To 3a1eTh. YToObI cue
CHEXHOE TBOPEHME B BHJE CHETOBHMKA OOJbINE HE OTHOCHIIM K €0 JIMYHOCTU, AJIEKCaHIp MpecTa-
BUWJICS TIPMHIIEM JIb/Ia M CHEKHOTO MoKpoBa. [Ipu 3ToM He 3a0bIB TOp0 3a1paTh CBOI HOC.
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I'maBa 1

Pannee ympo, cnycms osenaouams nem. Okpecmuocmu 2. Beauxuii Ycmiroe.

— Ox... Bor 310 B! — IIIyMHO BBIIOXHYJI IOHBII [TOBEJIMTEIb XOIOJA, CTOS1 HA BEPILIUHE FOPBI
HEMoJaJIeKy OT CBOET0 POIHOrO roposa.

[lepBbie nyun conHUa KOCHYJIMUCH JMLA AJieKca, IPUHOCS B CEBEPHbII TOPOA, AOJITOKIaHHBIN
paccBet. [IpoHu3bIBaIOIIMI BETEP CO CBUCTOM IPOHOCUIICS MHUMO, NMOJHUMAsi B BO3YX CHEXKHYIO
MIbUTh U 3aKPYYMBASICh BOKPYT (PUT'YpPBI IOHOIIIH.

Anexcanip Mopo30B BbIPOC JOBOJIBHO KPAaCHBBIM U CTPOWHBIM, IIPUBJIEKAIOLIIM B3IJIS/bI IPO-
TUBOIIOJIOKHOTO MoJia. boJbliie OH He YyBCcTBOBAJ Xoj0oa. Tenepb OH Hayasl OCBauBaThCsl B cEMEN-
HOU Maruy 1 MoT MO3BOJIUTH cebe 0[eBaThCs JIETKO Aaxe B 3MMHIOI CTYKy. ByKkBasibHO BUepa OH yxe
CTaJl COBEPILIEHHOJIETHUM U OBJIaJie]l CUJION cBoero oTia. EMy Ha ieHb pokieHHs ofapyiid MHOTO
TO/IapPKOB.

Hpyr ero otua, Cankrutac Cya, npuilies Ha IeHb POKAEHHUS O CBOUM cbiHOM PuinycoMm, cTa-
pbiM apyrom Asekca. C camoro ieTcTBa OHU POCIM BMECTE U YacTO JOBOJIBHO BECEJIO MPOBOIUIIN
BpeMs. Hukonait IBaHOBMY Mogapuii CbIHY CHOyOOpH, KOTOPbIA AJIEKCaH/P TaK JaBHO XOTeJ 3aro-
Jy4uTb. A IpyT OTIa, KOposib CaHKTHTAC, KOTOPBIH SIBJISJICS HACTOSIIIMM KOPOJIEM 3J1b(hOB BOJIIEO-
HOTO Jieca, MoIapuJl emMy OeJible Carory, CriocOOHbIe CKOJIb3UTh TI0 BO3YXY, CIIOBHO MO Jibay. CaHK-
TUTAC PELINUJI, YTO OHU IIPUTOIATCS IOHOMY IPHHILY, BE€lb UMEHHO OH CJIELYIOUIMI XpaHUTEIb MUPA
Ha 3emue.

Ho ceituac. .. Ceituac Ajekc ObUT IPOCTHIM MOAPOCTKOM Oe3 Beel 1o nadocHo 1abysl. OH
CTOSLJT B JIDKHOM KOCTIOME Ha KPalo 3aCHEKEHHOW rOpbl M COOMPAJICS C MBICIISIMU TSI CAMOTO Oe3yM-
HOT'O B CBOEH JKM3HU MOCTyNKa. OH HaTAHYJ OYKH Ha JIMLIO, OIPAaBUII IIJIEM Ha IOJIOBE U TPOBEPUI,
TUIOTHO JIM 3aKPeIUieH CHOyOOP/I TIOT €0 HOTaMHU.

— O-0-0x, Mmama. Eciiit ObI THI TOJBKO BUjieNa MeHs ceiiuac. BoT 310 51 orped Obl. .. — mpo cedst
MOCMeEsLICS NApHUILIKA U pa3Besl pyKU B CTOPOHBI.

3emis nof Horamu 3aapoxkaia. [IoABUBIIMICA Tyl BHYTPU CIOBHO NBITAJCS OINOBECTUTh
00 omacHoctu. Ho AjekcaHap Kak pa3 3toro u goousasicsi. OH chenan ycusaue Ha BeIyliylo HOTY,
¥ CHOyOOp/] IOHAYaJTy HecCrela 3aCKOIb3UII TI0 CKJIOHY TOPBI, TOCTENIEHHO Habupasi CKOpocTh. CBHUCT
BETpa YCHIJICS, 3ariTyliasi Bce 3ByKH BOKpYT. [109TOMY 10HBII TIOBETUTENH 0OEpHYJICS Ha3a — yoe-
JOUTBCSL B TOM, YTO y HEro Bc€ Moiy4yusioch. Ho rmoxoske, OH HE paccuuTall CBOMX CHJI U HEMHOXKO
nepecrapaics. OrpoMHasi CHeXKHasl JJaBUHA Hecsach 3a AJIEKCaHIpOM, HaOupasi CKOPOCTh U CTAHO-
Bsich BCE Oosbitie. Ho 10HOIITY 9TO He pacCTpomIio, a HA0OOPOT, YIOBJIETBOPHUIIO eIeé OOJIbIIIE.

«Bneck! TIpocro Grmeck! Bot 310 KpyTo!» — MPOHEC/IOCh B TOJIOBE y MApHS, TIOKA OH KPYKHUJ
0 CHE)XHOMY CKJIOHY, 00Bbe3kasi HeOOJbIie KaMeHHbIe BRICTYIIBI. OH HAIIyTasl Moj] CBOUM KOCTIO-
MOM 3aBETHYIO KHOTIKY Tuleepa, M My3blKa B HAYIITHUKAX TYT K€ 3aUrpasia OHY U3 JIIOOUMBIX KOMIIO-
3uLMi Anekca — «YOIIK 3UC yai» TpyNIbl «A3pOCcMUT». AAPEHAINH KHUIIeJl B KPOBH, MOKa IOHOIIA
Heccsl Ha CBOEM CHOyOOp/Ie BHU3, YBOPAUMBASCh OT Pa3IMUHBIX MPerpaj U Bcé Oosblie Habupast CKo-
POCTb. 32 HUM, CJIOBHO OT'POMHBIH IMKHIA 3BEPb, CITyCKAIACh JIABMHA, CMETAIOIAs1 BCE HA CBOEM ITYTH.

I[Non koHelr 6e3yMHOro CITyCKa MApHHUIIKK COJTHIIE 03apsyIo YKe KaXblid YTOJIOK TOposia M €ro
okpecTtHocTel. Torna Anekcanap 1 3aMeTuI1 JIIoJer Y MOJHOXUs ropbl. HeckobKo eTuiiek urpanu
B CHEXKH, TOKA UX POJUTENM MbITAIUCh KaTaTbCsl HA JIbLKAX.

— Nuotet! K10 B Takyio padb uaet karatbcsi?! — Boipyrajics Asiekc. OH crienuaibHO yoeska
U3 JIOMa TOPaHbIIe, YTOOBI BOIUIOTUTH CBOM O€3yMHBIN TUIAH JI0 TOTO, KaK BHU3Y MOSIBSTCS JIIOMIH.

CHEXHBII TIOTOK, IBITAOIIUACS HACHATh IOHOTO TIOBEJIUTENSI XOJIOAa, U He coOupascs mpe-
KpallaTbh CBOE JBWXeHHEe. BOT TyT-To AJleKCaHIpy M CTaJlo UCKPEHHE CTpallHo. [lake He CTOIBKO
3a JIIofIel, CKOJIBKO 32 ceOsi. A BEpHee 3a TO, UTO eMy BJISTUT OT OTIa. JKU3HM JIIoield — 9TO He Iy TKu!
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IOnoma, nmpogomkasi HECTUCh BHU3, TMOBEPHYJICSA K JIABUHE U, TOJHSB PYKH, CTApaTeIbHO
MIBITAJICSL YCTIOKOUTD CHEXHOE OYICTBO, TOTOBOE HAKPHITh M €r0 CaMOro MeTpamu cHera. Marus nap-
HUIIKY JIEHCTBOBAJIA, YCIIOKaMBasi CHEXKHYIO JIABUHY, HO 3TOro ObUIO HeJocTaro4yHo. Jliomy BHU3Y
3aMaHUKOBAJIY, XBaTasl B OXAIKy CBOMX JIETel 1 yOerast IpoYb OT ONTACHOM 30HbL. UyTh HEe BpEe3aBIIKCh
B HEM3BECTHO OTKY/A B3SIBIIYIOCS Ha €rO IMyTH COCHY, MapeHb YCIIeNl MPOCKOYUTh MUMO JEPEBbEB,
HO 3TO OTBJIEKJIO ero BHUMaHue. OH yxke CIyCTUJICS BHU3 U C Y’KAaCOM IOBEPHYJICS Ha3all, OXKUAAs
CTpAalHOH y4acTy.

Brpyr onuH yenoBek oueHb CHENTHO TIOKATUIT Ha JIbIKaxX BIepe], BCTaB Nepe] HaJBUTraloIIeicst
yIpO30# M BCKUHYB PyKH, 10100HO Astekcy. CTpaHHasi Marusi 3acTaBJisijia CHET peBpauiaThes B map,
712 C TAKOW CHJIOH, YTO OT OBUIONM OMACHOCTHU HE OCTAJIOCH U ciiea. JIUIIb ropssunil ap HaK pbLl JIIOfIEH,
HAXOJSIINXCS PSAIOM.

— To1! — 3100HO BBIKPUKHYJI YEJIOBEK, C TOJIOBOM YKYTaHHBIN B TOPHOJIBIKHBINA KOCTIOM, U3-TIOT
KOTOPOTO MOKHO OBLIIO 3aMETUTD JIUIIIb HEOOJBIITYIO TPSAb YEPHBIX BOJIOC. — DTO TBOUX PYK /€507

AJlekc He OTBETHII, OH ObLT 3aHAT PEMHSIMH U 3alleJIKaMHU, YTO AepikKaau CHOyOopH. 3aKMHYB
MOOUMYIO JOCKY TIOJ] MBIIIKY, OH CTPEMUTEIbHO OpOCHJIICS] TIPOYb K MOMECTBIO ceMbU MOPO30BBIX.
«Yepr, ueprt, 4epT! — MPOHOCUIIUCH MBICITU B TOJIOBE IOHOTO IMPHHIIA JIbA, KOUM OH MHOT/a MpeICcTaB-
nsincs. — Ecim mana y3Haer, MHe KoHelr!» Cepjlle OellieHO KOJIOTHIIOCh B TPYIM, & MO3T OTYasTHHO
KpHUYaJl, YTO CIIOKOWHAS JKM3Hb MPUHIIA KOHUUIIACh.

OH 3a0exan B JOM uepe3 YepHBIN X0 U, OPOCUB B MOACOOKE CHOYOOpH, OBICTPO MOAHSIICS
Ha BTOPOH 3Tax. BioMuBImch k ceOe B KOMHATY, OH 3aKpbUT JBEPh HAa KJIIOU U MPUHSIICA OBICTPO
niepeoneBaTbcss. MoJHbIE Ha 3amajie CMHUE PKUHCHI BMUT OKa3aJIMCh HA IOHOIE. 3aTeM OH HaJew
OeNblii CBUTEP M TUXO, €1Ba CJBIIIHO, OTKPBUI IBEPh. AJIEKC BBICYHYJI OJIOBY B KOPUIOp — BpOZE
HuKoro. Kaxercs, orerr eni€ He ObUT B Kypce ciyumBiierocsi. «Hamo moiti mozaBTpakars, OKa OTell
HUYEro He y3HaI» — MOJyMaJl APHUIIIKA U TOOpes BHU3, TIe PACIojiaraiach CTOJIOBas.

[NoBap ux ceMbu MPUTOTOBKII TSI AJIeKCaHpa 3aMevaTeIbHbIi 3aBTPakK, K KOTOPOMY OH BOT-
BOT cCOOMpAJICS MPUCTYNUTh. TONBbKO NTapeHb MOTSIHYJICS PYKOH 3a armneTUTHBIM KYCOYKOM CBUHUHBI,
KaK Pe3KO OTIECPHYJ PYKY, YCIIBIIIAB TOJIOC OTIIA.

— Aniekcanip! — rpOMOIIIACHO ITPOU3HEC MOBEJUTENb XOJIOA, OTUETrO y MapHs aX MPOTa amre-
TUT. — Ham Hafgo noroBopuTh!

— O yem 310? — POOKO MOMHTEpecoBajcs AJeKe, M Ha TO, KaK OTeIl CATUTCS PSIIOM C HUM
3a CTOJIOM.

— Hdymario, 4To MBI 00a 3HAEM O CETOIHSIIIHEM IPOUCIIIECTBUU. Y UUTHIBASI TBOIO JIIOOOBD K CHO-
yOOpy ¥ TBOE OTCYTCTBHE PaHO YTPOM B KOMHATE, HE CIIOKHO JI0TafaThes, rae Thl Obul. Y mogoOHOI
CHJIOH, CIOCOOHOM BBI3BATH JIABUHY, 00JIaaeillh TOIBKO ThI, — HAYaJ OTEIl, TIHITAsICh JaTh ChIHY IIAHC
BO BCEM CO3HAThCA.

— Ilana, s MOHATHSA HE MMEI0, YTO TaM MPOU3OLUIO! — CXO/y 3arpoTecTOBAN AJIEKCaHAp. —
[Touemy THI Bcerga aymaenib Ha MeHsi? Kak OyATO Takoro He MOXET MPOU3OUTH M €3 MOero BMe-
niaTesbCTBal

— Moxer, koneuHo. Ho He mpon301uio Obl, — COBEPIIEHHO CIOKOWHO OTBETHJI MY €ro OTell. —
TeMm He MeHee, CUTyallusI 3aBepIIIach yqadyHo. Bot tonbko He OGnaronapst tede. Thl 3HaeIIb, KTO TeOe
nomor? MoxeT, KTo-HUOY/Ib 13 Maron?

— Kro ocranosun sty naBuny? [lonsatus He umero. Kakoii-to yenoBek Ha Jyisikax. He ouenb
BbICOKMIA. OH ObLT B TOPHOJIBIKHOM KOCTIOME, He BUTHO OBLIO JIMIIA, — BBIIAT AJIEKC BCE, UTO 3aIOM-
HUJL

— JlagHo. Paz6epemcs. Ceromusi Tl Haka3aH. CXOouib B ropoj, 3abepelib MaTepuasibl s
MEHsI, ¥ Cpa3y JOMOM. DTOT Beuep Thl MPOBEEIb JOMa, — «00PaJOBa» MOBEIUTENb XOJI0Ia CBOETO
ChIHA. A TIOCIe BCTaJl MU HAITPABUJICS K BBIXOMY.

Hy u xax Tyt crioputs? BepHo, Hukak! C MoposoBbsiM Hukonaem MiBaHoBHUeM Jtydilie BOOOIIE
HE Croputh. MyX4rHa OH JOOPHIA U MYApPbINA, HO 32 CEPbe3HYI0 MPOBUHHOCTb TYT k€ HAaKakeT.
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Orer Aniekca umes OOJBIIION aBTOPUTET U yBaXKEHUE Cpey Hapoa. SIBJISAsSCh OMHUM U3 CAMbIX KPYII-
HBIX TTPOM3BOIMTEINICH JeTCKUX WTPYIIEK B CTPaHE, OH YacTO TMOMydas MUChMa OT JIeTel, 4To Mpo-
cuy ogapku Ha HoBwlii rox. B ommuume ot GonbiivHcTBa, Hukomaii FiBaHOBMY HE OTBOPAYMBAIICS
OT TaKMX MPOCHO, a cTapaics MOpPaJoBaTh BCEX IETHUINEK, YTO UCKPEHHE B HETO BEPUJIH. YUUTHIBAS
KpyIHOe (PMHAHCOBOE COCTOSIHUE TIOBEJTUTEISI XOJIO/IAa M HAJIMYME BHYIIUTEIBHOU J1sI IPOCTOTO OM3-
HECMEHa apMUM U3 TPEeJaHHBIX JIIOIeH, Cpeli KPUMUHAJIBHBIX aBTOPUTETOB OH BBI3BAJT HETIOMICITh-
HBIII HHTEpeC. A BCKOpE, MOCIIe HECKOJIBKUX CThIYEK C TIPECTYIMTHUKAMHU, [Ie €My MPUIILIOCh UCTIOINb-
30BaTh CBOIO Maruio, OH Moxy4u mpo3suiiie Mopos. B To Bpemsi, Kak MECTHBIE )KUTEJH 32 ero 100poe
OTHOILICHNE K HUM Ha3bIBAJIM €T0 JIACKOBO: ieAylika Mopos.

Huxkomnait IBaHOBUY ObLT IOBOJILHO BHICOKMM MYKYHHOM, POCTOM METP JAEBSTHOCTO U KPYITHOTO
TEJIOCIIOKEeHU 1. POIUBIIIMCH B KOHIIE JEBATHAIIATOTO BEKa, OH KU1 OETHO, a CO BpEMEHEM CTaJl BOCH-
HbIM. [Ipomien yepes IlepByio MUpPOBYIO BOWHY, OCTaBIIKUCh OPUIIEPOM B OTCTaBKE. A MOC/IE HEKOTO-
PbIX COOBITHH, CBSI3aHHBIX C AEMOHAMHU, OKazasicsi ipu cMepTr. Ho Boseit Bora octascs x&uB, nosy4ns
BO3MOKHOCTb UCTIONB30BATh CUJTY XOJIOAa, Oarogapsi KOTOPOH ero KU3Hb MPOIMIACH HA HECKOJIBKO
croneruil. Ceituac ke OH BbIINIsAAEN yxe He Monono. Cemass 6opoaa, cebie BOJIOCH U MOPIIMHBI
Ha BojieBOM Jiviie. O4eHb JII0OW CBOe TEMHO-KPAcHOE TMaJIbTO, 0e3 KOTOPOTo €ro Yke CJI0KHO ObLIO
npeacTaBuTh. OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS, HEKOTOPHIE JIIOAW THUXO MOOAMBAIMCh OIPOMHOTO M CTAaTHOTO
Mopo3za. Ho yBakayiu 3a ero cripaBeji/TuBbIid XapakTep U KeJlaHhe TOMOYb.

Henats Anekcanapy ObLIO HEYero, MpHIILIOCh eXaTh. Ycaaboa ceMbu MOpO30BbIX HAXOIUIIACH
3a ropoioM. OTITy YacTo MPUBO3WIN PACXOJHBIA MaTepHras JJIsi er0 MAaCTEPCKOM, TaK YTO MpodieM
BO3HHMKHYThH OBbUIO HE JIOJDKHO. AJIEKC HajeN TETUTyl0 KYPTKY C MEXOBBIM BOPOTHHMKOM W HATSIHYJI
BBICOKHE TeTUIble OOTUHKHM Ha HOTH, a 3aTeM BBIIIIE BO 1Bop. OH A0IIes 10 BHYIIUTEIbHOTO rapaka,
I7ie OIVH U3 BOIUTEJIEH, K CUACThIO, OKa3asicsi cBoOoaHbIM. Jlionu, padoTatoiye Ha ceMblo Mopo3o-
BBIX, MoOWM chiHa Hukonass MiBaHoBuva. OH XOTh M ObUT HEMHOTO BETPEHHBIM, HO IOHOIIIEH ObLI
n0OpbIM U BecesbiM. be3 Beskux mpoOiieM BoauTe b 1o MMeHr Bacumii cornacuiicst oTBe3tu Asiekca
Tyga u oOparHo. [Totomy yepe3 HekoTopoe BpeMs uepHas Bosra yxe mopbesxkana K ropoiy, Ipu-
BJIeKas JIIOJICKOe BHUMaHWe. MarHa Obljia O0JBIION POCKOIIBI0 [ist T000ro kutesnss COBETCKOro
Coto3a TOro BpeMeHH.

AJnekcanzip BOBpeMs BCTPETUJI aBTOOYC Ha aBTOCTAHIIMH, PACIUIATUBIIMCH C BOAUTENEM, UTO
MpUBe3 HECKOJIBKO KOPOOOK ¢ OONTUKAMU, TalKaMK ¥ IIPOYMMH MaTepuaiaMu. Takol criocod nepe-
Ja4u yxe ObLT JABHO MPUBBIUEH U UCTIONB30BAJICS MOCTOsTHHO. OHM ¢ Bacumimem ObICTpo NOrpy3uiiu
KOPOOKM B Oara’kHUK M COOMPAITUChH ykKe ye3kKaTb, Korna AJEKCaHAp YCIIBIIAI IPOMKHE BO3IJIACHI
B ctopoHe. OH JIBUHYJICS HaBCTPEUy rojiocam, skejas MOCMOTPETh Ha MPUYMHY HIYMHOTO CIIOpa.
BoauTens mbiTalicst €ro OCTaHOBUTD, HO e TaM. JIIoOOMBITCTBO I0HOIIM OBUIO Ky/Ia BHIIIIE.

—Ye Hano? — rpy0o0 CIIPOCHIT €ro OIWH U3 MapHe B JIOXMOTbSIX.

— Baym orciona, 6orareHpkuil. 31ech He TBOM XOPOMBI, — TIOAXBATHJI BTOPOH IOHOINA, TPeLy-
npexjas, 4to AJIEKCY 3/1€Ch HE MECTO.

— Bl Takue cmernbie, TOJIBKO KOTIa TOJMIMONM HanajaeTe Ha OHY JAEBYIIKY? — CIIpOchi AJiek-
CaH/Ip, MaxXHYB TOJIOBOW B CTOPOHY HE3HAKOMKH, UTO CTOSIIA PSIIOM.

— CpIIAIIb, TH, JOYMHAYACTHCS Ceifuac, — Mojax OACHCTHIM TOJIOC TPETUH MapHUIIA, CAMbIA
KPYITHBII U3 HUX.

— Cepnbesno. Cniacu60, HO He cTouT. Jlydlie iy oTcioaa, — MOCOBETOBAIA €My U CaMa JIEBYIIIKA,
o0nagaTesIbHILA TPSMBIX YEPHBIX BOJIOC, YTO CIYCKAIMCh Ha TUICYH U IJIABHO NepeTeKalIH 1o Tey
1o camoro nosica. E€ yauBuTenbHbIE I1a3a ¢ KPAaCHBIMHU 3pauyKaMy MPUBJIEKIM BHUMAHHUE IOHOIIN.
Ho, pasymeercs, BUILy OH He Moaal.

— He BBIBe3€IIIb, — IMHIUYHO OTBETHIT AJICKC, OIJISICB TPeX HEMAJICHBKHX IOHOIIIEH, UTO IMbITa-
JICh YEero-To JIOOUTHCS OT JIEBYIIKH.

— 3ps Tak qymaelib, — ycMeXHyJ1ach AeByiika. OHa Obuia ofjeta BO Bce YepHOE U OYEHb TETIo
3akyTaHa. [Toxoxe, oHa ObUTa HE U3 MECTHBIX U COBEPILIEHHO He TIPUBBIKJIA K TAKOW TOTOJIE.
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— Crpimib ThI, 9€pT! $1 TEOE MOCIETHMIA pa3 TOBOPIO, MOIIIEIT OTCI0/Ia! — TOJIoIIeN K HeMy IOHOITIa
B CTapbIX JIOXMOTBSIX ¥ TOJIKHYJ B TPY/b.

AJleKc HeNpOM3BOIBLHO OTOIIEN Ha /IBa Ilara, HO 3aTeM MOICKOUMII Ovke 1 Oe3 JIMIITHUX CIIOB
BMasaJl MapHIO CO BCel cuiibl To Jmily. KpoBb U3 Hoca OpbI3HY/A Ha CHET, OKPOITUB €r0 KPAaCHBIMU
KaIuIsIMU.

— TBaps! — 3a0paJt MapHUIIIKA CO CIOMAHHBIM HOCOM.

— Jla Thl CMEpPTHUK! — TPOMKO MPOU3HEC CaMblil KPYIHBIM U3 HUX, HAJIBUrasiCh Ha AJiekca.

Munaamumii Mopo30B omieTen Ha HECKOJbKO METPOB, IOCJE YEero Bpe3asicsl B JAEPEBSIHHBIN
capaii, pa3BaJiMB HANpPOUYb YacTh CTeHbl. KpyINHBINA MapeHb OKa3aJicsl CUiIbHEE, YeM Tymall AJiekc.
Ceituac OH JABUTAJICSI B CTOPOHY I0HOTO TIOBEJIMTENSI XOJI0/a, IOAHSAB KPYIHYIO TOCKY C 3eMiu. Tpe-
THIA e CXBATHJI JIEBYILIKY 32 PYKY, HO M HE3HAKOMKa OKa3aJiach He Tak mpocTta. Heckonbko ynapos,
Y TIApHMIIKA CXBATUJICS 32 JIMIO. A TIOCTIe TIOYYrII TI0 «IlIapaM» U COTHYJICS B TPY MOrudesu. 3apsi-
3aJ1ach HEUIyTOYHasl Apaka. AJIeKc cTapasicsi u30erarb BCTPEUM C CaMbIM KPYITHBIM, MHITasiCh TOOUTh
MapHS CO CJIOMaHHBIM HOCOM. YIaphl JIETEJIN OMH 3a IPYTHM, HO OH YMeJI IpaThesl Oarogapsi Hayke
coero oTua. [IpaBaa, HECKOIBKO pa3 yxe nomyuu 1o juiy. C pacceueHHOM ryObl MEIJICHHO TeKJIa
CTpyHKa KpOBH, a JieBasl pyKa e/IBa JBUTaIach OT Oe3yMHON 00v. 1O ObLIa 3acayra camoro Kpyri-
HOT'O U3 HHX, YTO BCAHAATMI AJIeKCY OPEBHOM B IUIEYO.

Korga ¢ nByms maraHamMy OH pa3oOpajicsi, €ro CXBaTHJI C33/U CaMblid KPYITHBIA, KOTOPOTO
ycrienm Ha3Bath 1o uMenn — Tomuk. Hamo npusHath, 13 HUX AJsiekc noOauBasicsi Tonbko Tomnmka,
KOTOPBIM HUKAaK He C/IaBaJiCsl, a celuac M BOBCE CXBATWUJI €ro c3aju B 3axBar. [IpoTuB Takoii rpoma-
JWHBI CJIOKHO BBICTOTh. HO TYT OHM yCIibIany 3ByK pa3OMBIIErocs CTeKJIa, ocie yero pyku Tommka
ocnabmu, v AJleKcaHap, BHIOPABIIMCh U3 3aXBaTa, Kak CJeAayeT BaapuiI ero 1o juity. bomsiioi Tonuk,
HAKOHell, CBAIMJICSI Ha 3eMJTIO, CHJIBHO MpUMsIB cHer. HampoTuB Asiekca cTosiia Ta camasi AeByIIKa
C OCKOJIKOM OYTBIJIKH B pyKax.

— JTioOuIb «po30UKm»? — MOUTYTHIT AJIEKC, YIIBIOHYBIIMCH KPOBABOH YJIBIOKOM.

— IytHMK XpeHoB, — MpOOOpPMOTa/ia OHA, BHIOpACHIBask pa3oUTyI0 OyTBUIKY. — Y HHUX TYT
HeJaJieKo crapinue OpaTbsl U Asau padbotaoT. Bot HaiayT TeOs, Toraa mocMoTpuM, Kak Tede OyaeT
CMEIIIHO.

— Ye 3a xepHs?! A Hy CTOATH! — 3apeBes1 MyKCKOH 0ac B CTOpOHE.

— Ilo3nHo, — B3AOXHY/Ia AeByIIKa. — Bamm otciona!

AJlekc ciopuTh He CTaJjl, COPBABIIMCH C MECTa BClie] 3a JIeByIkon. Havanach crpemMuTenbHast
TMIOTOHs1, B KOTOPOU 32 pedsATaMy THAJIMCh JBOE 3/I0POBBIX MYKUMH OKOJIO TPUIIATH JIET.

— Her! Ciona! — KpukHyn1 mapeHb, XBaTasi IeByIIKY 32 PYKY U HalpaBJisisi €€ B CTOPOHY PbIHKA.

Cryctst MUHYTY OHM YK€ HECJIMCh CO BCEX HOT' K PBIHKY, HO HE YCIeNU 3aTepsAThCs B TOJIIE.
My>K4MHBI 3aMETHIIM UX 1 TeTIEph JBUTAJIFCh B CTOPOHY ABOMX peOsT. AJIEKC Ha CEKYH/LY 3aepKacs,
MIPY TIOMOIIA Marui COTBOPUB KPENKUI CHEXOK. [ToBepHYBIINMCh Ha CEKYH/y, OH C CUJION OpOCHI
ero B OJJHOTO U3 MYX4MH. TOT ycries 3aKpbITh JIMIIO PYKOH, HO CHEKOK OOJIBHO Bpe3asicsl B pyKy. bes
COMHEHHMIA, OCTAaHETCsI BHYIIUTEIIbHBIA CHHSIK, HO TO HE CUJIBHO OCTAaHOBUJIO PA3THEBAHHBIX MYKUMH,
KOTOpbIE PACTAJIKUBAJIH JIIOIEH B CTOPOHBI, TPOOMPAsICh 32 MEJIKUMH XyJIUraHaMu. Pe0sita Hecamch
TaK OBICTPO, Kak Moryu. [lepenpriruBany yepe3 BUTPUHbI, CHOCUJIM MPUJIABKU C JOOPOM U, B O0IIEM,
OoJIbIIIe BPEINUIA OKPYKEHUIO, YeM yOerasu.

— Tyna! — KpukHyna eByIIKa, MOTAIKB MapHS B IPYTyI0 CTOPOHY, MOKA MYKYMHBI TOTEPSUIN
UX U3 BUAY B TOJIIE JIIOJEH.

Onu ObICTPO TOOPATUCH 10 MAJIEHBKOTO capasi U, 3aKPbIB IBEPb, CIIPSITAIUCH BHYTpH. [Iprcenu
OKOJIO CTEeHBI, TIEPEeBO/s JAbIXaHWE M CMOTPsI B HEOOJIBIIYIO MIeJb B cTeHe. MyX4rHBI MpoOexanu
MHMO, MOXHO OBUIO BBIJOXHYTb.

— B capaii mens 3atainui, 3apa3zal — HAaUTPaHHO BbIPyrajach JIEBYIIIKA.

— Boo0rmie-To, 310 THI MeHS Clofia oTaruia! — B OTBET BO3MYTHUJICS IOHBIN TIOBEJTUTEIH XOIOAA.
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— 41 Te6s1 HanpaBWJIa B CTOPOHY. A B capaii MeHs Tl 3aTanil. [laxke uMeHH He y3Hal, a yke. .. —
OHa TsiKeso Jplmana. I[locie Takoro 3To He yIUBUTENBHO. AJIEKC M caM BOCCTAHABJIMBAJ JIbIXaHHE.

— A Kak TBoe uMs? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS IOHOIIIA.

— Kak-kak, HOpMaJIbHO, — OTBETWJIA JEBYIIKA, OTKUHYBIIUCH CIIMHOW Ha JIEPEBSHHYIO CTEHY
capas. — TeOe 3auem?

— Hy, kak 3710... B capaii xe 3araimmi. A s1 napeHb 4ecTHbIA. [loJKeH 3HaTh, — COMBUMBO OTBE-
THII AJieKc, pyras ceds 3a TO, 4TO HUKaK He mogdepeT MoaxXoAsIuX cioB. Tepsercs, Kak peOeHOK.

— ®3iiM, — yABIOHYIaCh AEBYIIKA.

— D70 4TO TaKkoe? — YIUBUIICS NAPEHb.

— Y10? — He MoHsJIa AEBYIIIKA, TONPAaBJIsis PyKOH YepHbIe BOJIOCHI.

— Hy, BoT 3710... ®y13iiM. { He MOHsI, — OSICHUIT AJIEKC.

— Nms Moe, BooOI1Ie-TO! — BHOBb BO3MYTHJIACH JIEBYIIIKA. — UTO-TO HE HPABUTCS ?

— Aaa... Her, uro Tb1! IIpOCTO OHO HEMHOI'O CTPaHHOE, — MOHSJ PYKH IOHOIIIA.

— T 1 cam cTpaHHBIN, — OOMXEHHO KMHYJIA AeByIIKa. — Ye Thl Oesblil Takoii? Bomock Oenble,
Koka OnegHas. boneems uro am?

— INouemy 3T0 cpazy Gonen? Huuero s He Oonero! — HacTana ouepenb IOHOIIM BO3MYIIATHCS
U TIOTIPABJISATh CBOM O€JIble BOJIOCHI, UTO €/1Ba 3aKPhIBAJIM KOHYMKH yIIIEH.

—TouHo? — mocMoTpesia OHa Ha HEro ¢ oJo3peHneM. Ho CTONKHYBIINMCH ¢ HETOYIOIUM JIMLIOM
MApHHUIIIKY, PelInia He HarHeTaTh. — A uMs y 1ebs ecTh, Oesi?

— Cama Th1 Gesisiin! — oOuesICs IOHBIN MoBeMTeNb Xomoaa. — S1 Anekcanp!

— Kak Makenonckuit? — ycmexnynach ®@maiiM. E€ KpacHble TryObl pacIuIbUTHCh B HEKHON
yIIBIOKE.

— Kak HeBckuii! — o6uesncst Ayiekc, cMepuB e€ Mpe3puTebHbIM B3IJISI0OM CUHUX TJIa3.

— Jlagno, Anekcanap. Ioiinem otciona. [Toxoxke, OHM HAC OKOHYATETBHO TOTEPSUIU, — CO00-
IIMJIa IEBYIIIKA, pa3isgbIBasi MPOUCXOASIIEe Yepe3 IbIPKY.

— Iloxoxe, — He cTa CHopUTh AJIEKC.

OH OTpsIXHYJICS, BBITEp IUIATKOM KPOBb W B3IVISTHYJ Ha AeByIIKy. OHa Obula B TOpSIKE,
a MOTOMY OH MOBEPHYJICS K IBEPU U MOTSIHYJI 32 PYUKY.

— INonammce, ypoasl! — 3a0pan MykuHMHa, XBaTas AJIEKCaHApa 3a TPyAKU M MOJHUMAsT HaJ
niosioM. [TpuHI GapaxTacs B BO3IyXe, He B CUJIaX HUYEro cienarh. Ero Marus noka orpaHuu1Basach
CJIMIIIKOM MaJIbIMU BO3MOXHOCTSIMU. BTOpOi1 MyXuMHa 3alies B capaid, XBarasi IeBUOHKY 32 PYKY
Y BBITSITUBAS HA YIUILY.

— A Hy oTIyCcTH ero! — 3apeBeJ rojoc 3a CIMHON MYKUUHBI.

OH O6pocun Asekca Ha CHer, a caM o0epHyJIcs. Kakoii-To XOpoIIo ofeThlii My>KUMHA HAIIPaBUJT
MUCTOJIET B JIMIIO HANABILIEMY Ha MPUHIIA.

— Tol cbiH «Mopo3a», Tak? — CIIPOCKJI OH Y IOHOIIIH.

— Jla, — KUBHYJI Tap€Hb.

— 3abwupaii cBOW NEeBKY U Banute otciofa. [laxany cBoemy rnpuBeT nepeaaBaii ot Cuzoro. OH
MIOMMET, — XOJIOMHO MPOU3HEC MYKUMHA, LIENSICh B 3I0POBSIKA.

— Hy u 4e croums?! Banum, moka MoxHO! — ObICTpee copueHTUpoBasiach PaiiM, yTacKuBast
IOHOIITY TIO/IAJIBINIE OT MECTa COOBITHIA.

OHnu BBIIUIM HA JJOPOTY, [Jie Yepe3 MUHYTY BbIpyJuiia yepHas Bosra, pe3ko 3aTopMo3uB niepes
pedsaTamu.

— Yro cnyumnock? $1 TeGs mo Bcemy ropomy McKaji! — B3BOJHOBAHHO Mpou3Hec Bacuimid,
BBIXO/IS U3 MAIIMHBI.

— Bcé nHopmanbsno, Bacwnuii ['puropseBuy. Tonbko nare He roBopuTe! A TO OH U TaKk MEHS YKe
HaKasajl, — OTBETHJI eMy I0HOIIIA, OTKPHIBAsl JBEpb U mpuriamiast Oisiim cecTb.

— Cnacu6o0, g 1 cama aoity. MHe TyT HeJlaileKko, — OTKa3aiach JEeBYIIKA, YIBIOHYBIIHCh.

— Hy, ner! — orpe3an Bacwnuii, — Cagutech, Mbl OTBE3EM BacC IOMOM.
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— JlaBaii-naBail, — COIJIACHO KMBHYJI AJIEKC, IOATAJIKUBAS IEBYILIKY.

— Jlagno. Tonbko He 710 IoMa, a TO OTel He NouMer. Briiiny uepe3 mapy yiui, Xoporo? —
MOIMPOCKJIA JEBYILIKA, IPUCAKUBASCH HA XOJIOAHBIE, HO MATKHE KOXKaHble CUIeHbs Boiru.

— Kak ckaxerte, — orBeTi1 Bacuimid, yceBIIMCh Ha CBOE MECTO. AJIEKCAHIP CEJI PsJIOM C IEBYI-
KOU U 3aKpBbLT 32 COOOM JIBEPb.

MaimHa pBaHyna ¢ Mecra, Mpoe3xkasi pblHOK M aBTOCTaHIMIO. JloMa MpOIUIbIBAIM OAMH
3a OMHMM. A peOsiTa MOJTYasiv, He 3Hasl, YTO M CKa3aTh ApYyr Apyry. MammHa Bblexajia Ha OKpanHy
ropojia, HaNpaBJIsAsAch B ycaap0y ceMbd MOPO3OBBIX.

— Bor 3z1€ech ocraHoBUTE, NOKATYHCTa, — MOAJIa TOJI0C JEBYIIKA.

— IIpsamo 3pnech? — yausuics Bacunuii.

— Jla, MHE TyT psAIoM. ByKBaJIbHO 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO JIOMOB, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Hy, xopoi1io, — KUBHYJ BOIUTEIb, OCTAHABIIMBAs MAIIMHY Ha OOOYMHE.

— Ecim uto, 51 3aBTpa B OMOIMOTEKyY MOWAY B MONAEHb. TaK 4To... — MPOTSHYJIA IEBYIIKA Mepe
BBIXOJIOM.

— MHe To)e Tyza O4eHb HyKHO! — coBpasl AJieKc, INIsi/isl B €€ IJiaza.

— Jla yX, KOHEYHO, — YCMEXHYJIach JeBYyIIKa. A 3aTeM ObICTPO UMOKHYJIA €ro B IIEKY U, OPOCUB
KOPOTKOE «CIack00», BBIIILIA U3 MAIIAHbI.

— Bcé, Camka nombl-bl-bul, — 3acMmesicss Bacunuii ['puropbeBuy, 118 B 3epKajo 3aIHEro
Buja. OH OJIMH U3 HEMHOTHX, KTO 3BaJI MpHUHIIa Calikoi.

— Huuero nono6GHOro! — rnokpacHesn 10HOIIA, CKPECTUB pyKH Ha rpyau. — [loexamm yxe. Ecth
OIISATh XOUETCsl.

— Ioexanu, — ynbiGasich, mpousHec Bacunmii u TpoHyJICs ¢ MecTa.
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I'taBa 2

VYTpom crnepymoomero aHs AJieKC AyMas JMIIb O MpeKkpacHor PIsiimM, 4acTo TOIJIsIbIBAsI
Ha 30JI0ThIE PyYHBIC Yachl, YTO TMOAAPHII eMy OTel] Ha IecTHaaaruieTre. V3penka oHbIH MoBe-
JIMTEJb XOJIOAa CO CTOHOM XBaTajcs 3a JIEBOE IUIEU0, KOTOPOE CEerofHsi OoJesno Mylle MpeskHero.
[ToBessno emE, 4to oTer He y3HAT BCIO KapTHUHY BUEpAITHETO COOBITHS. AJIEKCAaH/IP paccKaszal eMy
JIMIITH O TOM, YTO TIOAPAJICS C ONHWM TApHUINKOW. Bacuamii moaTBEpAnI, UTO MapeHb 3aCTYIUIICS
3a yecThb AeByKHU, 1 Hukonait iBanoBuY ycriokowmsicsl. Haka3biBaTh ChIHA 3a CTOJIb CAMOOTBEPKEH-
HBIT TTOCTYTIOK OH, pa3yMeeTcsl, He CTajl. B KOM-TO BEeKH I0HOIIIA He 3aHUMAJICSI OAJIOBCTBOM, a TIOCTY-
i goctoiiHo. CerofHs ke, y3HaB, UTO €r0O ChIH MJIET Ha BCTpeuy ¢ JeBylikou, Hukomai nan emy
JIeHeT W OTITyCTUJI ¢ HUM Bacuusi.

Anekcanip, Kak OOBIYHO, €XaJl Ha 3aJJHEM CHJIEHbE M CMOTPEJ B OKHO. PsIoM Jieskas yepHbIit
prok3ak mapHs. CeroHs JeHb ObLJI XMYPBIM, a ¢ He0a TO U JeJI0 CPHIBAIUCH CHEKMHKU. OHU ITpoexaiu
MHUMO PBIHKA, 3aTeM MUMO KOMCOMOJIBCKOTO CKBEpa U IOMOB, JOOPABIIMCH, HAKOHEII, 10 3aBETHOM
OMOIMOTEKH, YTO HAXOIMJIACh HAIIPOTHB PE3UICHIIMHU OTLA AJIeKCa U PSIIOM C YCIIEHCKUM COOOPOM.
CraprHHOE 37]aHUe, BBITIOJIHEHHOE B MPEKPACHOM CTHJIE BOCEMHAJIIATOTO BEKa, MOpaxajao CBOEH
KpacoToM.

— [MonoxauTe MeHs 4yTh Aajbliie, 32 YIJIOM. f Bac Haiijy, €CiM 4To, — MOMPOCKUIT TTAPHUIIIKA,
oOpartasice Kk Bacumnmio.

— Bor ke uHTpHran. Xodels 1mo3Barh e€ MmoryisTh? — YJIBIOHYJICS BOIUTEN b, XUTPO COIIYPUB
rasa.

— X0y, — YECTHO NpU3HAJCA AJIeKCaHIp.

— Torpa He Goiics. OHa cornacurcsi, — ycrokoun ero Bacunmii 'puropseBuy, — 4 ke Bupen,
KaK OHa CMOTpeJia Ha TeOsl.

— Hymaete? — cipocuit Ajiekc.

— Koneuno! — 6e3 BCSIKMX COMHEHMI OTBETUJI BOAWTENL. — HO He paccCuuThiBaid, YTO BOT TaK
nerko. OHa ke eByIIKa KpacuBasi, €l Ha/Io TIOKa3aTh, YTO OHA He Tak IMpocrta. [loBemeHapuBaeTcs
Y COTJIACHUTCS.

— Hy, xoporro. [TocMoTpuM, — OTBETHIT IOHBIN MOBEJIMTENL XOJIOAA, CKPOMHO YJIBIOHYBIIIUCH.
A 3aTeM OTKPBUT ABEPb, CXBATHJI PIOK3aK U BBIIIET U3 MAIIIAHBI.

Boutra TpoHysiack ¢ MecTa 1 yexasa Jabliie, 3aBOpaunBas 3a yroyl. A AJieKcaHIp 3auiell BHyTpb
Y TIO/IHSUJICSI HA BTOPOU 3Tax. B momeleHny crosiyia MpakTUIecKy aOCOMOTHAS TUIIMHA, HapyIllae-
Mas JIMIbh PeIKUMU TIOKAIIUTMBAHUSIMY U IIIEJIECTOM TepeBopaurBaeMbIX cTpaHuil. Ha Bxoxe, Kak
U TojiaraeTcsl, 3a BceM HaOmonaia OuOIruoTeKkaph, TO U AeJI0 MOJIsAAbBas 3a moceTuTensasMu. KeH-
IIMHA JOBOJIBHO IJIOTHOTO TEJIOCTIOXKEHUS, HO C MPUATHBIMU YepTaMH JIMIA, Ha KOTOPOE, CJIOBHO
JIYYUKH COJTHIIA, OITYCKAJIUCh CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHL.

— ®maiim! — paiocTHO MO3BaNT AJIEKCaHp, €/1Ba 3aBUIEB JEBYIIKY, YTO CMYIIIEHHO OIJIs/Ie/Iach
10 CTOPOHAM H, Y/bIOasiCh, 3AJTHIIACH PYMSIHIIEM.

— TbI yero opeib?! — 1IENOTOM HaKpHUyaia OHA Ha I0HOIILY, €JBa OH OKa3aJICs PAIOM. — ITO ke
oubnmmoreka! Jlioau ciofa YuTaTh MPUXOAAT, a He 00maThes!

— Hy u ycthb unTaoT, — OypKHYJI I0HOIIIA, HO YKe IIeTOTOM. — A s TIpUIIiesT OOIIaThCsl.

— IMonoxau, MUHYTOUKY, — MOMpocuiia ero PsiiM, 3aKpbIB KHUTY W HAITPABUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY
OMOIMOTEeKAPIIIH.

AJlekc cMOTpen Ha JIEBYIIKY, Ha € TMOXO/KY, Ha BHEITHUM BH]. .. EMy HpaBuiochk B Heit abco-
moTHO Bcé! OHa Obuta uaeanpbHa! KpacuBbie HOTM, KpacuBoe TeJlo, KpacuBOe JIMIIO, KpacHBbIe T1a3a
M KpacuBas yibiOKa. Bo3aMOXHO, [1e/10 ObLIO B TOM, YTO OH IO YIIU BJIIOOWIICS, XOTh U CaM 3TOTO
He noruMat. He Oy 9TO# po30BO#i e IeHbI Mepej] ero I1a3aMu, OH CMOTpesT Obl Ha JIEBYIIIKY COBCEM
uHaue. Ho ceifuac emy ObUIO MJIeBaTh Ha BCE, KpOMe MpeKpacHo yepHoBoiocor daiim. [leByika
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CEMHA[IIATH JIET C ITMKAPHBIMU PACIYILEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU BHITJIsi/ieNa CHorcimmoareibHo. OHa Obla
ofieTa B CHHME JKUHCHI «BapEeHKU», UTO yke Habupanu cymaciieinyio moay B Coerckoii Poccun.

®iiM TeM BpeMeHeM B3siJla HECKOJIBKO KHHT M3 pa3fiefia «MHUCTHKa» U «HaydHas JUTepa-
Typa», ¥, CIIOKHUB UX K ceOe B PIOK3auOK, MOJOILIA K MAapHIO.

— Bcg, g pacniucanace 3a nosrydenue. Jloma yxke u3ydy, Tak 4TO Mbl MOKEM U IOTYJIATh. XOTH. ..
BYEpa Thl TOBOPUII, UTO TeOe OUeHb HYKHO B OMOIMOTEKY ! — AEBYIIIKAa HAUTPAHHO M300pa3uia yIuB-
JIeHWe Ha JIMIe, BCKUHYB PYKH [UTsl TyIe yOoenauTenbHOCTH, — Tak 4To 51 Jake He 3Haio, OyIeT Ju
y TeOs1 BpeMsl Ha MEHS.

— Tl 3Haemb, MHE ISHCTBUTEIBHO HYKHO ObUTO. HO OKa3anock, 4to yxe He HyxHO. [Toatomy
ocTaBIeecst CBOOOJHOE BpeMsl, — AJIEKC TIOCMOTPEJ Ha Yachl, CIEIMAILHO BHICTABUB HATIOKAa3 A0PO-
rue «Porekchl», — s1 Mory mocBATUTh Tede. Ho ecnu Th nepenymaia. . .

PebsTa mocmoTpenu Ipyr Ha Jipyra u paccMmesuiuck. Ho pe3ko 3amomyan rmoce Toro, Kak ux
YJIBIOKY COrHaJIA IMKHYBINAsA HAa HUX OnOmroTekapina. OHU He CTaJIv MPOBOLIMPOBATH €€ U MPOYMX
MOCETUTEJNIEH U BHIIIUTH, PEIIUB MPOTYJSATHCS MO YAUIIAM ropoaa.

Tak BOT 3a MpOry/nKoi, 60ATast B MPUATHON KOMIIAHMM Ha COBEPLIEHHO Pa3Hble TEMbl, OHU
Y He 3aMETUJIH, KaK COJTHIIE CKPBLIOCh 32 TOPU30OHTOM. AJIEKC C COKaJICHUEM TIOCMATpUBAaJ Ha 9achl,
HE JKenlasi paccraBaThesl ¢ mpekpacHord PmaiiM HU Ha cekyHay. Ho neHb HeyMonmMo Onmm3uics
K 3aBEpIIEHHIO, TOBOPSI O TOM, UTO JIEBYIIIKE 1opa JoMoil. Torna oH mpoBOawI €€ Ko IBOpY, U Harlo-
CJIEZIOK OHa ToIesIoBasia ero B meuky. [locie 3Toro, CkpoMHoO yibiOasich, OHa pBaHyJa K ceOe B JOM.

VcraBimmii, HO 6e3yMHO CUACTIIMBBIN 1 yke 3a0BIBIINI O CBOMX paHax AJIeKC BEPHYJICS B 0CO0-
HSIK ceMbl Mopo30BbIX. Beuep mporresn JoBOiIbHO ObICTPO. 3a Y)KUHOM MapHUIIKA KOPOTKO MOjie-
JIUJICS C OTLIOM O TOM, Kak IIPOBEJ TOT JIeHb. A 3aTeM yIIel K ce0e B KOMHATy, IJie Hajies OOoJbIlue
HAyIIHUKY U TIPWIET Ha KPOBaTh, CITyIIasi My3bIKYy M OXH[asi, KOTJa, HAKOHEl, HACTAHET OYepeJHOe
yTPO ¥ OH BHOBb CMOKET YBUJIETh CBOIO ITpeKkpacHyio Piaiim. OHU JOTOBOPUIIMCH BCTPETUTHCS B 3TOT
pa3 3a mapy 4acos Jio oOefia ¥ TIPOBECTH OOJIbIIIe BpeMEHH JIPYT C APYroM. AJIeKC yKe CTPOHIT OO0JTb-
IIMe TJTaHBI Ha 3aBTPa, MIOKAa MBICJIM HE YHECIIM ero B Jayiekuit Mup Mopdest.

Ha cnenytommii eHb, e1Ba BCTPETUBIIMCH, OHH IIUIA MOJTYa HECKOJIKO MUHYT, HE MPeACTaB-
JI51s1, KaK Hayath pasroBop. Ho 3aTeM HEeJIOBKOCTh Mcye3/ia M HACTYIHJIO YyBCTBO, Oy/ITO OHU M HE pac-
craBayvch. OfiHa TeMa CMEeHs11a APYTYIo, IPUYEM B COBEPILIEHHO XaOTHYHOM TOPSsi/IKe, He TIO/1aBasiCh
HUKaKoW Jioruke! Pedsta mpoBen dyIecHbI JJeHb, OKa3aBIIICh 32 MTPOTYJIKON B TIApKe, I1Ie, pasro-
BOPHBILIVCH, M CAMH HE 3aMETHJIM, KaKk BHOBb 3aBeuepesio. VX yxe He BOIHOBAJIO, YTO BECh IEHb OHU
MPOBEJIM Ha Mopo3e, rae PisiiM KyTKO 3aMep3iia M OHM 00a MpOoroofaiuck. BaxxHo ObUIO, 4TO OHU
PSIIOM | €CTh JpYT y Apyra.

— AJiekc, a MOXHO BOIIPOC? — CKPOMHO CIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA, TPesiCh B OOBIATUAX AJIEKCaHApa.

— Koneuno, ®maiim. CripammmBaii Bc€, 4To Teds1 UHTEpPECyeT, — OTBETHJI el mapeHb, OOHSB e€
enié Kpemnye.

— To1 BOT mpo MamMy coBceM He roBoput. C Held UTO-TO CITydrioch? — poOKO 3a/1aj1a OHa BOIIPOC,
MOBEPHYBIIMChH K IOHOMY TPHHILY.

— E€ naBHO yXe HeT, — Hauasio OH, TSDKEJIO B3JOXHYB, — [TOSTOMY sl MaJIO YTO O Hel 3Haio. OHa
yMepia, Korja MHe Obuto BoceMb. [TomHI0, oHa Obta oueHb 1oOpoi. M oTelr Torma Toxke ObUT OYeHb
JI0OpBIM.

— A ceii4ac OH CHJIbHO U3MEHMIICS? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— He cunpHO, Het. Ho BCE ke M3MEHWICS, — OTBETWII MTAPHUILIKA, 33yMaBIIMCh HA BpEMS. —
[ocne e€ cmepTH OH cTay HeMHOro xosofgHee. OH crapaeTrcst ObITh MSTYe U KO BCEM OTHOCHUTHCS
xoporo. Ho eciu ero pa3os3nuTsk, TO 51 He XOTes Obl BCTaTh Y HEro Ha MyTH.

— IoHs-9-ATHO. Thl N3BUHM, €CJIM 51 JIMIIHETO CpOocuia. Sl He 3Hana, 4to... XOTs HET, 1 JI0ra-
AbIBAJIaCh, MPOCTO. .. — UCKaJIa JIEBYIIIKA ONpaBJaHus, He Haxo/s ceOe MecTa Imocie OTBeTa AJeKca.
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— Huuero, ®maiim. Yike noutu aecATs JeT Npouuio. 5 yxe JaBHO C STUM CMUPHIICS. A Thl BCE
PaBHO JOJIKHA ObUIA Y3HATH 00 3TOM PaHO WM TIO3HO, — YCTIOKOUJT OH JIEBYILIKY, TIOCJIE YEro JIACKOBO
TIOIETIOBAJT B €€ TOpsiure KpacHbIe TyOHI.

370 OBUI KX MEPBBII MOLEYH, & OTTOrO CaMblil BOJTHUTEIbHBINA. B TOT MOMeHT cepaiie Anekca
TaK CHJIBHO 3aCTy4ajo B TPYIH, YTO OH OOsIJICS HE PEeIIUThCS Ha Norenyid. Bo3ayxa B rpyau cI0BHO
HE XBaTajo, a pyKH BMUT cTaau BaTHeIMU. Ho oTBeTHBIN nmouenyil PsiiM MOCTENEHHO YCIIOKOMII
IOHOITYy. XOTsI HeOOJIBIIIOE BOJHEHUE TIOKA HUKY/IA HE JIeNIOCh.

— Auekc. [Toyemy Thl TaKOU XOpOIIUI? — yIBIOAsICh, CITPOCHJIA JEBYIIKA.

— He 3Hato, — gaxe pacTepsicss HeMHOTO TIapeHb. — A JIOJKeH OBITh TUIOXUM?

— Her, koHeuHo, gypajieil! — 3acMesiyiach OHa U TOIEJIOBaJIA €ro B OTBET.

Ha Hexotopoe Bpemsi OHHM 3aMOJTYaIv, TPOCTO TOPSUYO LEysiCh, CUJISI HAa JIABOYKE B Mapke.
[NoctenieHHO BOSTHEHME COLUIO HA HeT. Tenepb OHM MOIJIM MPOCTO HAC/IAKAATHCSI MOMEHTOM M Pafio-
BaTbCsl TOMY, UTO €CTh JIpyr y apyra. [Ipomuio Gomble AecATH MUHYT, TOCJIE Yero JEeByIIKa CO00-
M1, YTO el BCE xke rmopa uary. [IpoBoAMB IEBYIIIKY, OH CHOBA TOPsIY0 MOIEIOBaJ €€ U Ha 3TOT pa3
OCTaHOBWJI, CXBaTHB 32 PyKY 10 TOTr0, Kak OHa yoexasa.

— Oma1iM, 5 XOTeJT CIPOCHUTS. .. — AJIEKC C BOJIHEHHUEM KPYTHJI MAJTBLIBI U ITyOOKO B3JbIXaJ, TEM
CaMBbIM, BblJIaBasi CUJIbHOE BOJTHEHHE.

— Yo Takoe? — Ha 3TOT pa3 3aBoHOBaIAch DM, MpUAyMbIBasi cebe camble Xy/IIue ornace-
HUSL.

— MBbI coBceM MaJio 3HaKOMBI ITOKa, HO BCE ke XOTel y3HaTh. MoskeT Thl... Hy, Kak 3T0 0ObIYHO
roBopaT? CornacHa ObITH MO JeBYIIKOWU? — YIABIOHYJICS AJIEKC, a 3aTeM ero MHUp CIIOBHO OCTaHO-
BUJICSI. DMOIIMU OMITH €r0 U3HYTPH, 0XKUAAsl YErO YTOIHO MOCTIe 3TOr0 BOMPOCa.

— locrioin, He myrait MeHs1 Oosblie Tak! — 3acmesuiack @M, — $1 yxke gymana 9ro-To Ciny-
YUJIOCH !

— Jla HeT. .. — MpOMSMJIUJI NTApeHb, TaK ¥ HE MOTyYUB OTBETA.

— Hy, xoHeuHo s cornacHa! Pa3Be Tbl 3TOT0 €mé He MOHsUI? — OHA MOJIOILIA K HeMy Omvxke
Y CHOBA TrOPsTYO TIOIEI0BAJIa, YCIIOKANBasi B3BOJIHOBAHHOTO I0HOIITY.

— 41 mo6mo Tebs1! — BeIpBaJIoCh y AJiekca rocsie gonroro mnomnenys, — Oii... He pano?

— 41 He 3HaW0, — YecTHO cKa3zana PsiM, CKPOMHO YIBIOHYBIIUCH U TIOXKaB 1uiedamu, — Ho s
TeOs1 Toxe. Jlydrie Tedst s HUKOTro He BCTpevaa.

— W 51 ToXe, — OTBETHII el I0HOIIIA, He B CHJIaX MPEKPATUTh OOBSTUS M PACCTATHCS C AEBYIIKOM.

— Ho mHe nopa, npasaa. 3aBrpa yBuaumcs! Ho yxe naBaii B mapke, Ha HalieM mecrte? — rpe-
noxuna Gmim.

— Xopotuo. Bo ckonbko? — CIIpOCHIT I0HBII TOBEJIUTEND XONIOA.

— B 1Ba yaca qus. MHe Haio Koe-Kakue Jiefia cliefiath JoMa. .. — OTBETHIIA JIEBYIIKA.

— Xanko. Ho s monmmaro. Torma mo 3aBrpa... Jliobumas. — CHOBa MIpUTSHYJI OH K cebe
JEBYIIIKY, 1IeTysl €€ TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO MOCIEAHUI MOLIETYH B UX KU3HU.

— DTO TaK HEMPUBBIYHO, — 3aCMEsLIACh OHA, OTOPBABIIKCH OT ero ry0. — Hy noka. .. JlioOumpblii.

JleByIIKa pe3Ko BBIpPBANach M, CMesiCh, yoexkana. AJIeKC TPOCTO CTOST U CMOTpeJI, KaK OHa
OTKpbUIa KAIUTKY U BOILIA BO ABOP. [lociie 3TOro oH eme ¢ MUHYTY CTOSUT U TIIYIO YJbIOasics, BCIO-
MUHas pa3 3a pa3oM nocieqaue ciosa. Kaxkercs, Ternepb oH ObUI cuacTiiMBee Bcex Ha cete. Ho, ris-
HYB Ha 4achl, OH nocrien joMou. Oterr OyeT pyratbCsi, €CId OH TMO3/IHO MPUJET, Aake HECMOTPS
Ha HelaBHee coBepiieHHoseTre. [1o mpas/ie roBopsi, €ro COBEpILIEHHONETHE AJIs OTLIA He CTaJIo a0co-
JHOTHO HUKaKuM aprymeHToM. [{nsi Hukomnast MiBaHOBMYA OH MO-TIpEKHEMY OCTaBajiCs peOSHKOM,
KOTOPBIH B JIECATh B€UEpa yKe JOJIKEH CUIETh JoMa. A €ClIi paHbliie, TO TaK TOJIbKO Jyyie. [Toromy
AJeKc oToIesN 4yyTh MoAasIbIlie OT FOPO/a, I ero TOYHO HUKTO He YBU/IEN Obl, U, JOCTaB U3 PIOK3aKa
OeJible carory, MOAIPLITHYT M 3aCKOJIB3WIT 110 HeOy Ha BoieOHoN oOyBH. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT
OH y’ke ObLT BO3JIE JOMa.

29



D. Klose. «JI€n n muamsa. BlackFire Universe»

Tak MpoIw AHU ¥ HeJIeJIH, a 3aTeM 1 MecsIIibl. Pe0siTa BCTpeyastnck, MPOBOAMIN BpeMsi BMECTe
1 OBUTH cuacTiiMBee Bcex Ha cBete. [1opoil OHM BBSI3BIBAIUCH B HEMPUSITHOCTHU, U3 KOTOPBIX CAMHU Ke
Y BBIITYTHIBAJIUCH. A TJIe-TO IPUXOIWIOCH 3BaTh Ha omolilb 1 Hukomnast iBaHoBrua. OqHax apl, 6asy-
SICh HA PhIHKE, OHU CTAIIWJIN KUBOTO Tycsl. VIX Obl, HABEpHOE, TaK U HE MOWMaJTH, eClI OBl 3TO Tep-
HATOe KMBOTHOE TaK TPOMKO He Bomuio. Ho co crpaxy OeqHbIid Tych Aepraj JialkaMu U TPOMKO
XJIOTAJI KPbUTbSIMH, Meliasi uM yoerats. [[jist yero um HyxeH ObLT Tych? O HeT, BOBCE HE IS TOTO,
YTOOBI MPUTOTOBUTD €ro Ha ykuH. [IpocTo AJiekc XoTes cenarh JeByIKe OpUrHHATBHBINA TOJAPOK.
A Tak kak y ®19iimM HEKOrIa He ObUIO MTHII, OH Pl MOAAPUTH el rycs. [la, oH Mor Obl ero KyrnuTh,
HO TaKOM MOAAPOK MOTEPsiT Obl CBOIO IIEHHOCTb, ¥ TOT/IA OH IPUHSUT PEIIeHHe ero YKPacTh Ha IJ1a3ax
y mobumoii. [Tpogaser ux Bce ke HarHaja ¥ BMECTEe CO CBOMM KYMOM XOTeJ HANoAJaTh UM Kak Clie-
ayet! Ho nionu, yBUIEBIIME CUTYalMI0, BOBpPEMsI BHI3BAIM TIOJIUIIMIO, U TE, PU3HAB B AJIEKCaHIpe
CbIHA yBa)KaeMOTO BCEMH YeJIOBEeKa, 3TO Jei0 ObICTpo 3aMsuii. Hano mpusHaTh, B TOT MOMEHT UM
0001M OBLJIO JOBOJIBHO CTPAIITHO, HO OHU TEPOMUYECKH BCE MEPEHECITN U IIOTOM BCIIOMUHAIM 00 3TOM
co cmexoM. [IpaBna, oterr, y3HaB 00 3TOM, Hakazas AJieKca Ha IeJTyIo HeJIeJlio, 3alIPETUB eMy TYJISATh.
Ho, cMunoctuBuBIIMCh Haj G€3yMHOH BITIOOJIEHHOCTBIO MApPHS, Pa3pelin eMy MPOBOAUTb BpeMs
CO CBOEM JIEBYIIKOW B POJHOM JIOME.

Tak ®n3iiM BriepBbIe TOMAJIa B OTPOMHYIO Ycaabp0y cembr Mopo3oBbix. Jloporast Mebenb, Tu4-
HBIA TOBap, JOMPAOOTHUKH, COOCTBEHHBI aBTOMAPK. DTO elé JeBYIIKa He 3Hajla O COAepKaHUU
1IeJION apMKHM, KOTopasi AepXkaiach B cTporoM cekpere. Mx 6a3za Haxoquach IyOOKO B JIeCy 3a TOpo-
J0M, TIOJTbIIE OT JIIOICKUX I1a3. Kakercs, Takoe cebe MOr MO3BOJIMThH TOJNBKO MPE3UJIEHT U ellé
HECKOJIBKO KPYITHBIX IIMIIEK 10 Beer Tepputopun Coserckoro Coro3a.

— VX THI-bI-Bl. .. ThI HE OJTy’K1aelb Cpeau BeeX ITHX KoMHAT? — cripocuiia Pisiim, momnas B JOM
K AJIEKCYy U OIJIsibIBast 6oraroe yOpaHCTBO KOMHAT.

— Her, — 3acMmesicd oHoma, aepxa e€ 3a pyky, — Ho npusHaioch, 4T0 B HEKOTOPBIX KOMHaTax
s He ObLT OOJIbIIIE rofa.

— Tak 1 3auemM OHM HYKHbI? — pa3Besia pyKaMu JIeBYIIKa, yIbIOAsICh.

— Hy-y-y... Tak... Ha Bcakuii cinyyaii, — 3amsiicst AJlekc, He 3Hasi TOUHOTO OTBETA Ha TaKoW
KOJIKUI BOIPOC.

— A TBO#s1 KOMHarta rae? Beerna nHTepecHO ObUIO TOCMOTPETh, KaK OHA BBHITJISITUT.

— Tloiigem, ceifuac yBUAMIIb, — TOTAIIMIJI OH JIEBYIIKY 32 COOOM, TOMHUMASICh TIO JIECTHHILIE
HaBepX.

OHU MOJHSUTUCh HA BTOPOW 3TaX, rje, MPOWJs HEMHOro, OKa3ajinch B KOMHare AJieKca.
BHyTpH 66110 10BOSIBHO YOpaHO, HO napy (pyTOOIOK BCE ke BUCEN OECTIOPsI0UHO Ha CITMHKE CTYJIA.
Ha ctene, Bo3Jie OOMBINON KPOBATH, a TAK)KE U HATPOTUB HEE, BUCEIIH TUIAKATHI C JIIOOUMBIMH IPyII-
MaMH, TAKUMH KaK « A3POCMUT» WIN «DUCUANCKH». BombIoi 1yooBbIi Kad ObUT 3aKPHIT, & PAIOM
C HUM CTOSUI CTOJI C aKKYpaTHO CJIOKEHHBIMHU B YTy TeTpaasiMu. Ho ri1aBHBIM yKpaiiieHueM KOMHATBI
ObLJT OOJIBIIION ¥ OE3YMHO I0POTroi MArHUTO(DOH € ABYMsI pa3/ie/iaMH 071 KACCETHI ¥ BHYIIUTETbHBIMU
KOJIOHKaMu 1o Ookam. OH CTOsIT Ha IEPEBSIHHON TyMOOUKe BO3JIe KPOBATH C TOPYAIIUMU B CTOPOHY
JBYMSI BBIJBUTAIOIIMMUCS] aHTEHHAMH.

— Oro! Jla Tl daHat xapA-poka! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA JEBYILKA, YBUIEB Kydy IUIAKATOB U CTOIKY
KacceT Ha MarauTogoHe. — Het, s1 3T0 3Hasa, KOHEYHO, HO HE [yMaJia, YTO HACTOJIBKO.

— Tebe aT0 He HpaBUTCA? — 3acMmesics AJiekc, oOHrMast dJeliM c3aIu U BAbIXask apomar eé
BOJIOC.

— Huyero He umelo poTuB, — yIbIOHYIACH AEBYIIKA, TOBEPHYBIIHUCH K TIOOMMOMY H ITOLIEJIOBAB
ero. — 51 u cama He MPOTHB MOCITYIIATh MHOTAA POK. Takast peBOMOIIMOHHAS MY3bIKa. .. [ pyIimbl, 4To
UIyT MIPOTHB CHCTeMBbl. MHE 3TO HpaBUTCS.

— 310pOBO, — TIOPAI0BAJICS IOHOIIIA, LIETYs IEBYIIKY M OIyCKasi pyKy HUXKE. ..

®:oiiM Obua COBCEM HE MPOTUB U JAOBOJIBHO CKOPO OHM OKA3aJIMCh Ha KPOBATH, YBJIEYEH-
Hble 1oXkapoM crpacti. CIycTsi HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl TOPSIYMX TMOIETyeB U IAIbHBIX CKOJBbKEHUI PyK
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OfIekTB OCTAJIOCh COBCEM MaJio. AJIeKC IIEJIOBAI M0 IEBYIIKH, OMYCKasCh 10 TPYAM U BIbIXas HEX-
HBIH 3amax e€ Koxu. PyviiM Haciaxaaaack TeJoM napHs 6e3 ¢pyroonku. Ho u 3Toro okazanocs majio,
U CITyCTS el¢ HEMHOTO BPEMEHU, OHU CKUHYJIU ¢ ceOsl MOCTIeHIO OIek/Ty, YKe TIOTHOCTHIO OTJaB-
IIMCh BO BJIACTh TANHBIX KEJIaHUM. . .

— 3ro0... 51 He 3HAWL, YTO TOBOPAT B TakuX ciaydasx. Ho Xody, 4ToObl Tl 3Hajia, s TeOs
He Oporry! — 3aBepui e€ AJieKc, KOria OHH yXke JieKann Oe3 CHII, MBITasiCh MPUNTH B cedsl Tocie
MTPON3OIIEIIIIETO.

— Bcé xopoirio, — HEMHOTO HEYBEpPEHHO, C BOJHEHHWEM B ToJioce, MPOW3HECHa JEeBYIIKA. —
ITo kpaitHelr Mepe, A paja, 4To TO MPOU3OILIO UMEHHO ¢ TOOOW. Thl caMblidl JTyqIIMA MYKUMHA,
KOTOPOTO s MOTJIa BCTPETHTb.

— BoBce HeT! — COMHUTENIBHO CKPUBWIICS NTApeHb. — Thl MOIVIA HANTH M KyJa JyYIlle MEHs.

—He nmpasna! — B cBot0 ouepep 3anporecroBasia OiaiiM. — B Moei cembe XOpoIIIo, eClii y MeHsI
OyzeT rpaBo BeIOOpa. Eciu Obl s He cOesxasia, To BhIIUIa OBl 32 TOTO, KOTO BHIOEPET OTell.

—To ecTb Kak 310 — cOeskaa?! — MOAHSII rOJIOBY IOHBIH TIOBEJIUTEh XOJIOAA, TIOCMOTPEB B IIa3a
neByIke. — Thl OOJIBIIE HE KUBEIIb JI0Ma?

— IIpoctu, Anekc, s He XoTeaa 00 3TOM TOBOPUTH... — UCITyrajiach OHA, CIIyYalHO COOJNITHYB
JIMIIIHETO.

— ®eiiM, TOBOPU MHE, Kak ecTb. Thl ke 3Haelllb, sl BCerjia Ha TBOeU CTOPOHE, — TOIe/IoBas e
IOHOI1IA, [TOITPABUB PYKOW BOJIOCHI.

— 41 BooOIe kuBY B 3a0poIeHHOM JoMe ceivac. M 1o 3HakomcTBa ¢ ToOOM 51 yxke coexana
u3 goma. Oter| He 3HAET, IJe s, a €CM y3HaeT, TO MEeHsS XJEeT O4YeHb Tshkenast cyapOa. [Totomy
U BBIIILIO, YTO MHE MPHIILIOCh BOPOBATH JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI MUTAThCS. 3aTO Onarogaps 3ToMy s HapBa-
JIach Ha TeX MapHel W BCTpeTuiIa Tedsi, — MeJUIEHHO U THUXO JIEBYIIIKA pacCKa3biBajia TOPHKYIO MPaBY,
YTO JAaBHO XOTeJIa paccKa3aTh, HO HE peraiach.

— He nepesxuBaii, MbI ¢ oT1I0M TeOst B 00M 1y He gaqum! M BooOiiie, mepee3kai )KuTh K HaMm. TyT
Y MecTa TIOJIHO, — TIPEIJTIOKIUI el AJIeKC, MBITasCh MOAOOIPUTH PE3KO TMIOHUKIITYIO JEBYIIKY U MOKa-
3aTh, YTO BCE PaBHO €€ JIIOOUT.

— Her, uyno moe, He mMory. TBo# oter| OyeT CTpaHHO CMOTpeTh Ha 3T10. Jla U MHe HeylToOHO
Oyner. S Mory uHOTrIa OCcTaBaThCs y TeOsI, ecu Xodelb. Ho xkuTh Oyay Tam ke, XOpoIio? — OTBeTHIa
emy Dv¥iM, paIoCTHO MPUKABIINCH K HEMY.

Ero criokoiiHast peakiust oueHb e€ 00paaoBaja, v Ha JIylle CTaJIo Jierde OT COPOIIEHHOTO Tpy3a.

— Koneuno, xouy! daaii npsimo cerogusi! f 3akaxy nmoBapy Ha yxkuH yTKy. OH €€ 4yecHO
roTOBHT! A uepe3 mapy HeJiesib Y Te0sl IeHb POKICHHUE, er0 TOXKE MOXEM 371eCh BCTPETUTh, — BOOY-
eBuyICs AJIEKC, yXe TUIAHUPYS 9TOT Beuep u Omkaiiiiee Oyayinee. — OTITy 51 caM CKaKy, OH IIPOTUB
He Oyger.

— Hy, xopormio. — 3acMesiiach AeByIIKa, — CETOTHS OCTaHyCh. A JIeHb POXICHUs, TOX0kKe, OyaeT
B JTIOOOM CJTyYae JIydIliiM B MOeW KU3HHU.

— JleHb pOXX/ICHUS B CepeIMHE JIeTa, pa3Be OH MOXET OBITh IJIOXUM? — yIUBUJICS IOHOIIIA, TTPe/I-
CTaBJIAA, KaK MOKHO OTMETUTD 9TOT Mpa3/JHHUK Ha O3€PE MOA MAIIBIKHA.

— Be3 Te0s — MoxeT, — yaplOHY/Iach JIeBYIKA U MPUKAIACh K HEMY TaK CHUJIBHO, KaK TOJIBKO
MOTIJIa.

Ceituac oHa ObL1a CIIOKOMHA, ¥ el ObUTO 0OYeHb XOpoIo. HakoHell-To nmosiBuiach Hafek/1a, 4To
JKNU3Hb 60)11)]]16 HUKOr'Ja HE CTAHET IPEKHUM AIIOM. ..
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I'naBa 3

Bpems He cTosiio Ha MecTe, U Mapa HejieNnb IpoJeTena J0BOIbHO ObicTpo. Hactynmio cosep-
neHHoseTre PIviiM, Ha TIPa3JHECTBO KOTOPOTO, /Il KOMITAHWUM, ObUT MPHIJIAIICH CaMbIl OTM3KHIA
apyr Anekca — 371b¢d no umenn Punmmyc Jomunn Jlyunc. Puimmyc — 3T0 TOT CaMblil CbIH KOPOJIS 3JTb-
¢doB Bonme6HOrO eca — Cankruraca Cya. OH ObUT Ha Tof, MuTa/IIIe AJIeKCaHIpa, a IOTOMY C JIoJiei
3aBUCTH CMOTpEJI Ha BIIOOJEHHYIO MApOYKy B 3TOT AeHb. EMy ocTaBasioch eIé HECKOJIbKO MeCsIIeB
10 CBOETO COBEPILIEHHONIETH I, KOTOPOT'O 1b(bI, IO CBOMM ITPUYMHAM, KIYT KyAa OOJIbIIe, YeM JIOIH.

Bce coOpanuch 3a CTOJIOM 3TUM HMIONBCKUM BedepoM, 1adbl mo3apaBuTh dmsiim. Hukomnait
VBaHOBMY TOBOJIBHO TEIUIO MPUHSI JIEBOUKY, YTO Ka3ajach XOPOLIEW M BECEJIOW, HO C TBEPAbIM,
Ja’xe CTajbHbIM XapaktepoMm. Hajo mpusHaTh, OH TOpauicsl, YTO €ro ChIH MPHUBEJ B JIOM JIOCTOM-
HYI0 JIeBYIIKY. P13iiM B CBOIO O4Yepelb OUEHb XOPOLLIO OTHOCKIIACH K OTLY AJIeKCa U UCKPEHHE €ro
yBaxkasa, Bcerja npejajaras TOMy CBOIO TIOMOIIb, KOTOpasi OOBIYHO HE TpeOOBalach, €CIIM YECTHO.
Ho u3 yBaxeHust K Hell My)XUYMHA YaCTEHBKO JIaBasl pedsitaM HeOOJbIIIME TIOPYYEHH s, BPOjie CITUCKA
MOKYTIOK ISl €0 MacTepCKoW. A B OJIarogapHOCTh Japil UM peIKUe Ha TO BpeMs KBAYKU WM,
HalpumMep, KpPOCCOBKH. A KaK-TO pa3 Jake 3aKka3ajl Jy4Iluil CTOJIMK B CaMOM JOPOroM Kadpe ropoza.
Panoctu pedsaT He ObLIO mpejiena.

Ho ceropns oHn coOpainch 3a MIMKAPHBIM CTOJIOM B JTOBOJIBHO CKPOMHOM KOMIIAHUH, TTE
MOMHUMO BITIOOJIHHBIX MTPUCYTCTBOBaH Jniib Hukonaii BanoBuy, @ummyc Jomunu Jlyuuc u Bonu-
TeJb Bacuimid, 4To SABJISUICS HAYaIbHUKOM rapaxka y «Mopo3a» M TOXe JOBOJIBHO MHOTO BpEMEHU
MPOBOIWI ¢ pedsiTamu. Beuep mpoiiies B yIOTHOM U IpyKeckou atMocdepe, B KoTopoid PisiiM moiy-
Yrj1a OOJIBIIIOE KOJIMYECTBO KOMIUIMMEHTOB M MOJApKOB. M, KaxkeTtcsi, oHu ¢ PUIIycOM HaIILTA OOz
SI3BIK, YyeMy AJieKc OblT oueHb paia. Puit ObUT Ui HETO MPAKTUYECKU OpaToM, U OH XOTeJNl BUIETh
onoOpeHwue B I1a3ax Jydiero apyra. HemHoro nocuzaes ¢ numu, Hukomnait IBaHOBUY TaKTUYHO yaa-
JIAJICS, 3aXBaTUB C coOoil M Bacuus. A pedsita octanuch BTpoeM OONTaTh O Pa3HOM M BBHIITMBAThH
XOpollee BUHO, 1IeJIblil KyBIIMH KOTOPOTrO UM MO3BOJIMJ OCTaBUTh oTell Asiekca. Puil ocrascs Houe-
BaTh B O/IHOW M3 KOMHAT, Tak kKak Hukomaii IBaHOBUY CTPOro-HacTporo 0Tkas3ajcs OTIyCKaTh eIuH-
CTBEHHOTI'O ChIHA CBOETO JIyyllero apyra. [Ipeayioxkus B3aMeH OTIIPaBUTHCS yTPOM Ha MAIlIMHE, KOTO-
PYIO OH FOTOB BBIICIUTH CHELMAJIBHO [1s1 XOPOILEro roctsi. YTo HU roBopy, a otell y Ajekca MyKUK
xopormil. Beipoc 0H B 6€IHOCTH, OTCITYXKUJT B ApMUM, TIPOIIIEN Yepe3 BOWHY U 3aTeM KHJI OTIIEIb-
HUKOM B JieCcy JJa KOPMUJI IETUIIIEK CBOUMH NPSHUKAMU U NMMPOTaMH, 4TO caM TeK. A pasdorares,
OH HE U3MEHWJI CBOUM TPAIUIIMSM NIOMOraTh OJIMKHEMY CBOEMY.

Tak amb¢p Punmyc ocracst Ha HOUWIer . ..

— Hy, uro nenaem? Mbl e HE MOXEM MPOCTO MOKNTHU CNaTh B TAKOW 3HAMEHATEJIbHbIA JeHb? —
pazoyapoBaHHO cripocusl Pu, Korjaa OHU MOJHSIMCh HaBEPX.

— Her, ®w1, onuH ocTtaHembes Thl. A Mbl ¢ AJIEKCOM OCTAHEMCS BMECTE, — €XMHO ITPOU3HECIA
®113iiM, Tocsie Yero oOBMIIa pyKamH I1ieio AJieKca M CTPACcTHO TOIeJIoBasia ero.

— O, Hy Bac ¢ BammMu coruisiMi. Hu cThizia, HA COBECTH! — OTBEpHYJICA b OT pedsT.

— A 4gero 310 y Tebs1 Tak¥e AJTMHHBIE KOHUMKY YIIeH ? — pe3KO CITPOCHIIa IEBYIIIKA, BIJISIbIBASICh
B JIUIIO JTb(a, BOJIOCH KOTOPOTO «CheXaIu» OTOJIUB YIIKU.

— 1a 370... DTO C AETCTBA Y HETO. .. — IMOMBITAJICS OTBJIEYb €€ AJieKC, OOHMMAs U OTBOpAYNBAST
OT JIpyra.

— Ha, onyxonb y meHs. Kak pogumoe nstHo. Ilpuxogurcs uth ¢ 3TuM, — noaxsarui du,
COCTPOUB I'PYCTHYIO MUHY.

— Pogumoe maTHO? — KaxeTcs, He OYeHb OXOTHO ToBepuiia OmaiiM. — Ha oboux ymax oauHa-
KOBOE?

— YeMm yepT He IIYTHUT, — TOKAJ IJIe4aMu AJIeKCaHAp, MOAHSB OpOBU.

— A OH YeM TOJIbKO He IIYTUT! — C TIOJTHOUM CePbe3HOCTHIO MPOAOIKUI Punyc.
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— Jla 9TO BBI MHE MO3I'HY ITy/IPUTE, OH K€ YePTOB b ! — BOCKIMKHYA PI1oiiM, yKa3bIBas pyKou
Ha JIy4ylIero apyra AJiekca.

— INouemy 310 YepTOB? — OOMKEHHO BO3MYTHIICS PuI.

— A 10, uTO 311b(HOM TEOs Ha3Basa, 3TO TeOs He cMyTIIIO. Thl 31b(! U He criops! S 3HaIO TOUHO,
YTO ThI 37Tb(! — CTOsIJIa HA CBOEM JIEBYIIIKA.

— Hy, xopormo. Ecnu TeGe Tak Gosibliie HpaBUTCS, MOKEIIb CUUTATh MEHS 1b(OM, — OTBETHIT
el mapeHb-31bQ.

— He nepxu meHs 3a 1ypy, — B CBOIO OUY€pe/ib BOBMYTHIIACH JIEBYIIIKA U TOBEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY
MOJIOIOMY ueJioBeKy. — Yero e 51 He 3Hato o Tebe?

— ¥V MeHs ecTb KacceTa ¢ «MarmmHor BpemeHu», — TUXO U ¢ JOJIEH CThIjIa TPU3HAJICS el AJIeKC.

— la mpuyeM TyT TBOM niecHu? $1 o Ipyrom cnpammBai! — OOMKeHHO Hajys1a KpacHble TyOKu
JeBYIIIKA.

— A BOT MHE MHTEPECHO, C KaKKX 3TO MOp Thl Haua ciymars «MammHy Bpemenu»? — ctporo
MoCMOTpe Ha apyra Ou.

— Hy, oru MeionuaHbie Takve u 3aBojiHbIe. Thl OO0yt mocyIai! — cTosi1 Ha cBoeM AJIeKC.

— Tak, Hy-Ka XBaTUT MHE JIalIy Ha Yy Bemarsb! Y teds apyr anbd! Hacrosmmuii! U 1ol mbiTa-
elbCcsi CMEHUTh TeMy? — B OUepeTHOI pa3 BOMYTHJIACH JIEBYIIIKA, Pa3Be/isl pyKaMH.

— Hy, nonycrum, oH a1b(. OH pa3Be cTaji oT 3TOro Xyxe? — 3a/1a1 UHTEPECHBIN BOIIPOC IOHBIN
TMOBEJIUTEJIb XOJIOJA.

— Her, HO 51 X04y y3HaTh, 4TO €IIE Thl OT MEHsI CKPBIBAJI? — CKpeCTIJIa PyKH Ha rpynu Pmaiim.

— 4 momen cnate. Yaauu! — npousHec ®uin v, OTBOPUB OJNMKAKIIYIO ABEPb, TYT Ke CKPBUICS
B KOMHATe, 3allepeBIINCh Ha 3aMOK.

— BooOrie-To, n3-3a Tebs1 9Ta Kaia 3aBapuiiach! — KpUKHYJ €My B JOTOHKY AJieKC, HO ObLIO
MO3IHO. — YinacTeld Herogsau! JlagHo, monaem.

— Kyna ato? 211, Th Ky1a MeH$ TSIHEIllb? — 3allpuyMTaa JeBYILIKa, KakK TOJIbKO AJIEKC MOTAIII
€€ 32 pyKy B CTOPOHY KOMHATBHI.

— Ko mMHe B KOMHaty, Ky/a e elle, — OTBETHJI OH, He MpeKpalas TAHYTh 32 COOOU AEBYIIIKY.

— D1, Hy TBI BooOIIe yxe! Xots BuHa Obl MHe Haymt! Cpasy B koMHary Taiur! Her B Tee
O0JIbIlIe POMAHTHUKH, JTIOOUMBIN, — C HEMHOTO HAaUTPAaHHOU TOPEUbIo B rojioce MPOM3HeCIa IeBYIIKa.

— Jla s He 3a TeM, IJTyTlieHbKasi, — OTMaxXHYJICsl OH OT He€, 3aBe/isl € B KOMHATY W TOAOM s
K KOMOJY.

AJlexc oo phuIcs B KOMOJIE, iepeOdupasi OHH BEIIM 32 APYTMMH, MTOKa He BHITAII OeJibie
caror ¥ He nokasai ux dmim.

— Hy na, 310 cTpaHHo, — cornacuiach AeByIIKa, OlapalieHHO KUBHYB, — He MpakTHYHO OueHb.
Kt0 BoOOmIe nonymaics cimtb BEJIBIE canoru?

— Jla mpuveM TyT TO, 4TO OHU Oesible. OHU e BOMIIeOHbIe! — OTBETHIT el IOHOIIIA, TPSICS MU
[IPaKTUYECKU TIepe]l €€ JIULIOM.

— Yno6Hble, uto u? — He noHsiIa PIdiiM, yAMBIEHHO YCTABUBIIMCH HAa TISTHOTO NapHsi, — TebGe
XBaTHUT HA CETOIHS.

— T'ocrionu! 4 mac mokaxy! — oTBeTHII AJIeKC M HaJIesT Carioryl MOBEPX CMHUX JHKUHCOB.

OH ckuHyII ¢ ceOst pyOallky, OCTaBIIMCh B YepHOU (pyTOONKE, M HAKUHYJI €€ Ha TUIeUH JICBYIIIKE.
3atem noaxBaTui PdiiM Ha PyKH M O] €€ pyraTesibCTBa MOIOIIEN K OaTKOHY ¥ TIPOCTO BBHIPHITHYT.
JleBy1iKa erné HUKOrJa paHbIlle He opajia TAK|M OJlariM MaToM, Kak ceiiyac. Ho u3BuHMTE, paHbIie
OHa U ¢ OaJIKOHA Ha PyKax y MbsHOTO MapHs He Mpbirania!

—YTO THI, Y€pT BO3bMHU, TBOPHIIIH?! — KpHUasia OHa, IOKa BETEP B yIIIaX CBHUCTEN, CJIOBHO HA/IBU-
rajach Oypsl.

Ho 3710 6bUTa HEe Oyps. AJIeKC CKOJB3WII IO BO3/AYXY, CJIOBHO IO JIbIY, OJlaroapst Marvi BOJI-
meOHbIx caror. [TocrernieHHO P3iiM MPUBBIKIIA K 9TON JUKOBUHHOM MITyKEe Y OTHECJACh YXKe CIIO-
KoiiHee. Haso mpu3HaTth, 4ToO U I0HOIIE ObLJIO MIPUATHO, HAKOHEII, TIOJIENTUTLCS C IEBYIIIKOW CBOMMM
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cekperamu. Termepb OHM CIOBHO MO3HAKOMUJIUCh 3aHOBO, HO B OTJIMUME OT OrNaceHui AJjiekca, OHa
HE UCIyTaJlach, a MPHUHSJIA €r0 U, KaxeTcs, momoowuia eme Oobirre. OHU TpoOOaTAIHM OBl BCIO HOYb,
TI0CJIe TOTO KaK BEPHYJHCh B JJOM, €CM Obl 3Ta CTPACTb IOJ YTPO HE COBPATHJIA X OKa3aThCsl MO
BJIMSIHAEM TOPSTYETO KeJaHUsI COOCTBEHHBIX TeJl. YCTaBIIMe, 3allbIXaBIINecsi, HO 6€3yMHO CUaCTIIH-
BbIE U BIIIOOJICHHbIE, OHU YCHYJIM B OOHMMKY, CJIAJJKO TIPYKABIIKCH JPYT K APYTY.

Ha crnenyrommii mecsiiy ®iaiiM yxe OCHOBATeNIbHO Tepedpasach KUTh K ceMbe MOpO30BbIX,
HE BO3BpAIasiCh B 3a0poIIeHHbIN 1oM. OHU ¢ AJIEKCOM CTPOWII IIJTaHbI M MEUTAJIM O TOM, KaK Ha30-
BYT CBOMX JIETEH.

— Ecnm OGyznet mousb, Ha3oBeM e€ AHs, — npeyioxuia Omsiim, oOHUMast JT0OUMOro.

— Hennoxo. Ho mue 6onbie HpaButcss CHexaHa. Takoe MSrkoe W KpacHBOEe UMS JUIS
JE€BOYKH, — BHICKA3aJl CBOE MHEHUE AJIEKC.

— Hy, He 3Hai0, Hao nogymars. Be€ paBHO Beap AHA B cOKpalleHuH... Mnm Kak e€ uHaue
MOKHO Ha3biBaTh? CHexKa? — ycMeXHyJ1ach JIeBYIIIKA.

— [Touemy Ob1 11 HeT. CHEXKa — 9TO JOBOJBHO MUJIO, — OTBETHJI €H MapeHb, Yab0asch.

— A ecnu cbiH? — BbI3bIBaIOIIE TOcMOTpesia PsiiM B 171a3a I0HOIIN.

— He ycnien npunymars, — 3acMestiicss AJiekc.

— Moxer, Erop? Kak nymaenis? Erop AnekcanapoBud, — MpOM3HECIIa JEBYIIKA, CJIOBHO Tiepe-
Oupast IMEHeM BO PTy U MpoOys ero Ha BKYC.

— XOpoIIIo 3ByUHT, — YJIBIOHYJICS AJIEKCaHAP U TIOIEIOBAJ JTIOOUMYIO.

— Maaa! V Hac 6ynyT Erop u CHexaHna! — 3axjiomnana oHa pajoCTHO.

— D, He Tak ObIcTpo! — 3acMesiicsl MapeHb. — Sl TIoKa He ycresl OCO3HaTh, YTO TO BOOOIIE
BO3MOXHO. Jla ¥ paHO, HaBepHOeE.

— Huuero we... O, — pe3ko cmeHusa rpumacy Pisiim, cTaB O4eHb CEPbEe3HOM.

— Yro Takoe? Tebe m1oxo? — 3aBOTHOBAJICS AJIEKC.

— Her, Bc€ xopoi1io, — HaTSHYTO YAbIOHY/IaCh AEBYIIKA, CKaB MapHs 3a pyKy. — [Ipocto... Mue
HaJIo OyJIeT CXOOWUTh Koe-Kyaa, xopomo? 51 Tebe motom Bcé pacckaxy, obdemat. Jla 1 BooOIe, MHe
MHOToe Hy’KHO TeOe paccKas3arth. ..

— Xopouo, Ho...

— Hukakux «HO», moxanyiicra! — B3Monuiach JeBymika. — [Ipocto nait MHe ceroHsi HEMHOTO
BpPEMEHHU.

— Jlagno, ®naiim. A xay Te6s. Ecim uTo, 51 Bceraa Tede moMory, — 3aBeprll OH AeBYIIKY, KPETKO
oOHMMast. — Thl ke 3Haerln ?

— 3nao. U ouens neHo 310. Criacu6o. — OHa 00HsIa TIapHS B OTBET U JKApKO TOIIENIOBAIA.
[Mocne yero HaKMHY/Ia YePHYIO KOPTY U BBIIILIA IPOYb U3 KOMHATHI, & 3aTEM U U3 IOMA.

AJIeKC HEeMHOTO MTOHEPBHUYAJI, HO OOJIBIIIOTO 3HAYeHUsI TOMY He npugai. OH BEpul IEBYIIIKE,
a TIOTOMY yKXe 4epe3 MHUHYTY CITYCTHJICSI BHM3 M OTIIpaBWIICS Ha KyxHI0. Hacrano Bpemsi oOena,
a oBap Muxaw1 puroToBIII OTVIMYHYIO OapaHuHY Ha yIJIsIX, KOTOPYIO MOJAJI C IMKAPHOM 3a)KapKOn
1 KaprogesieM. 3a BKyCHBIM KyIlIaHbeM AJIEKCaH/Ip U BOBCE lyMaTh 3a0bLT PO YTPEHHKE BOJTHEHUS
AEBYIIKH, TIepeKUBast JIMIIb 32 TO, YTO OHA MPOIYCKAET CTONb Yy/IECHBIN 00eI.

@:13iiM npUILIIA TONBKO K YKUHY, JOBOJIBHO XMYypasi U He B 1yxe. Ha monbITku Asiekca noroBo-
PUThH C Hel OHA OTMaxXHYJIaCh. DTO ObLIO CTPAHHO M Ha HEE COBCEM He MOX0XKeE, HO OH TAKTUYHO HE CTaJ
eil Mermarp. Permi ocTaBuTh pa3roBop Ha yTpo, Koraa ooumasi HEMHOToO «oToiaer». Ho u yrpom
OHa BbIIIsAENa XMypo. He skenana roBoputh 00 9TOM U Bena cedst KpaiiHe pasipaxkutesibHo. [axke
Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO AHEH HUYero He M3MEHMIIOCh, M BOT TYT AJIEKC yke Havyasl HepBHIYaTh. OTHOIIEHU S
MOPTHJIKCH Ha TJla3ax, MPeBpalasch B Yepeay MeJKUX ccop U oouj. Jlaxke TepreHue «XOJI0qHOrO»
MapHs OKa3aJI0Ch Ha UCXOJIE, M OH Mapy pa3 COpBAJICS Ha IEBYIIKY. YKe U He sICHO ObLJIO, KTO BHHOBAT
¥ BUHOBAT JIA KTO-TO BooOIIe? MoxeT, mpocTo JoO0Bb 3akoHUMIach? Ho pa3Be Tak ObIBaeT, YTOOBI
moOoBb 3akaHuMBasiack? K coxkaseHuio, OTBeTa Ha STOT BOIMPOC B TojioBe y AJiekca He Obuio. Emy
YZIAJIOCh TIOTOBOPUTS C JIEBYIIIKOM U MOMUPUTHCsI. HO OTHOIIIEHUS € TeX Mop MUK yKe He TaK TJIAJIKO,
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Kak paHbliie. He ObLJIO TOM CTpacTH, TOro BeCesbsl M CUaCThst POCTO ObITh psiioM. He Obi1o ccop wm
CKaHZAJIOB, HO M 9TOT OJIECK B IJ1a3aX C TYJKAMH yAapaMH cepiiia TOXe OTCYTCTBOBAJL.

Tak pedsiTa MPOTAHY/IH €1IE TPU HeJeH, BO BpeMsi KOTOPbIX PI19iiM HECKOIBKO pa3 BHOBb YXO-
IWJIa OJJHA B HEM3BECTHOM HaIlpaBJIeHUH. AJIEKC, 3ar0[J03pUB HellaJHOE, HaJIeBaJl BOJIIIEOHBIE CATTOTH
Y KpPyXWJ B HeOe TEMHBIMU BeUepaMu, BHIJISI/IBIBAS CBOIO JIeBYIIKY. OHa Tak eMy HUYero v He pac-
cKasasia, JIMIIb BbIyMaB AaBHO CTPaHHYIO MCTOPHIO, YTO €€ Halllesl ABOIOPOAHBINA Opar U IMbITaeTcs
BEpHYTh B ceMblo. Ho TO, ¢ KakuM JIMIIOM OHA 00 TOM TOBOpHJIA... AJIEKCAaHIP COMHEBAJICS B €€
CJIOBaX, XOTb U XOTeJN el 0e30r71s11H0 BepuTh. Ho oiHak/1bl, BEPHYBILMCH IOMOM, OH OTKPBLT IIKad
C OfIe)KJON ¥ OOHAPYKUJ TIONIKY PII9NM MycTOl. AJIeKC B MAaHUKE BBIOSKaT B KOPUIOP U CITYCTHIICS
1o siectHulle BHU3. OOyBb TOXE OTCYTCTBOBaIA. BOT TyT OH MCKpeHHe ucryrajics. [pimarh crano
TpyIHEe, a CTYK Cepllia OTIaBajics MyJbcalueil B BUCKax. [lepBasi MbIC/b, UTO MpHUIILIA B TOJIOBY,
BHOBb HaJIeTh BOJIICOHBIE Oelbie carory. [laneko yiTu oHa He Mora!

JloOpbIx mosTyaca IHbIN MPHUHIL Kosiecut 1o HeOy. Ero He cMyIana 1axe onacHOCTb ObITh pac-
KPBITBIM Hapody M HaKa3aHUe OTIIa, KOTOPOe HeMEAJIEHHO MOCIeoBAIO Obl 32 3TUM. YXKe pa3Bep-
HYBIIIMCh M 3aCKOJIb3UB OOPaTHO, OH €€ BHICMOTPEI.

— ®aiim! OcraHoBUCH! — ATIeKC Uy Th He COMJT IEBYIIIKY, HEYKJTIOXKE U CIIEIITHO IPU3EMITUBIIIUCH
Ha Jjopory. — Tbl Be[lb He MOXelllb YUTH?

— Mory, — TUXO ITpon3HeCa AEBYIIIKa.

— Yro ciyunnoch, ©miim? Ckaxu MHE, B 4eM JIeJI0 Mex1y Hamu? Mbl CO BCEM CITpaBUMCSI
U Bc€ pemnm, oderiain! — He coOMpasiCcsl ciaBaThCsl MapeHb, CXBaTUB e€ 3a mieun. Ha MraoBeHue
JIMIIO JIEBYIIIKU J1aJ10 caOuHY, HO TYT k€ BHOBb BEPHYJIO CIIOKOMHOE U Oe3pa3IMuyHOe BIpaXKEHHUE.

— Antekc, mpoctu MeHs1. Thl Xopormid, ipaBaa. Ho st He o010 Te0s1 6obiiie, — CJI0Ba AeBYIITKA
MPO3BYYasIH, CJIOBHO BhICTpesl. OHa M cama TSKeJo B3[IOXHYJIA, €/1Ba IPOU3HECs TIOCIeJHUE CIIOBA.

— Kak 310 He mooums? Toi... Tel He MoXkeIb Tak... S He Bepio! — ronoc AnekcaHapa apor-
HyJl. OH CXBaTWJI JEBYIIKY 3a PyKH W Mponomkui: — PmsiiM, s npomry teds! JaBail ycnokoumcs.
Bepnewmcs nomoit u Bc€ o0cyaumM.

— MBI TpOCTO MPUBBIKIIM APYT K APYTY, HOITOMY HaM TSDKEJIO MPUHSATH peasibHOCTb. Ho Tl nos1-
KeH 3HaTh, YTO s1 OOBIYHAS JIEBYILIKA, UTO cOekasla U3 CEMbU U rojofayia. A BCTpeTuB Tedsi, permia
MCITOJTb30BaTh BO3MOKHOCTb U MOKUTH B KoMdopTte. C T0O0i 51 OblIa ChITa, Cajia Ha MSTKOW KPOBaTu
1 OblJTa OKPYKeHa pOCKOIIbI0. Bcé 910 6e3yMHO 3710pOBO, HO JTIOOBK Y MeHs K TeOe HeT. S yBepeHa,
YTO ThI HAW/IEIIb JOCTOMHYIO JIEBYIIIKY, HA KOTOPOM CMOXeEIIIb )KeHUThCA. S OoJbilie He XO4y MelaTh
TBOEMY CYacThio. VI3BMHM, HO MHE HAJI0 UITH, — CIIOKOMHO U Hecriema Bbiiana Praiim, pacckasas
IOHOIIIE BCIO MTPABJY.

AJleKcanzip CTOSUT MOJTYa M CIyIIaI. A 3aTeéM MPOCTO MOTYAT U MOPHIBAJICSA YTO-TO CKa3arh,
HO He Mor. EfBa OH mbITajcs 3aroBOpHTh, OOJb CKOBBIBaJA ero. [7a3a mpeaaTenbCKu HaIloNTHU-
JIMCh BJIAroi, KOTOpyIo oH crepxuBaj. Ceityac, B 9TOT caMblii MOMEHT, IONTPOOYH OH 3arOBOPUTH —
Y TIO30PHOTO PhIIaHK s ObLIIO ObI He n30ekaTh. OTTOro OH MOJTYAJT ¥ TIPOCTO IITYOOKO JIBIIIIAI, MBITASICh
OCO3HATh, KaK eMy Telepb AaJIbIIIe KUTh.

— 3Haenib. .. JIloOOBb Bcerga BO3BpaIiaeTcsi, €Cm 3TO JII0OOBb, — IPOM3HECTa AEBYIIKa, Mpe-
PBaB MOJYaHUE, BOHUKIIIEE MEKy HUMHU.

— Tak Henmb34l... — e/1Ba BHIIABUI OH OYEHb TUXO, — TaK HE YECTHO.

— Anexc! Jla e mo6mo st Teds1, He moomo! [Ipekparu corum xeBaTh, WU K TANOYKe JOMOH!
OH Tebe BcE KynuT, HO He MeHs1! MeHs KyruTh Hesb3s! [Ipomaii! — oBobHO TpydO0 BHIKPUKHYIIA
®:131iM, pa303MBIINCH OTTOTO, YTO ITOT «IIMPK» HUKAK HE 3aKOHUUTCS.

ITO MOAEUCTBOBAIO. AJIEKC PE3KO 3aMOTUall, CKaB PyKHU B KyJIaki. boJib He ucuesna, HO K Het
n00aBUIIACH U 3710CTh. Takasi XONofHast sIpOCTh M HEHABUCTb, BIIEPEMENIKY C OOJIBIO U JKeJTaHHEM yMe-
petb. ’KuzHb Oombllle He MMeNa EHHOCTU IS IOHOTO TOBENUTENs XonoAa. JleByIika B CBOIO oue-
peab pa3BepHYJIACh U OTIIPABUIIACH TIPOYb B CTOPOHY KEJIE3HOOPOXKHOTO BOK3aJa, SIBHO COOMPAsICh
BEPHYTHCSI K CBOMM POJAUTENSIM, O KOTOPBIX AJIEKC TOJIKOM HUYEro M He 3Hasl. PisiiM penko o HUX
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pacckasbiBajia M Kak UX HaWTH, He COOOIMIA. A 3HAYNT, 3TO KOHEI[. DTO MOCIeAHAE MUHYTHI, KOT/Ia
OHU BUAATCS. AJIEKC HE CTIEIIIIT YXOAUTD, CJIe/Is 3a JEBYIIKOM, YTO OTAAISIIACh OT HErO BCE JaJIbIIle.
A 3arem OHa Mcye3sia, OCTAaBUB IOHOTO AJIEKCaHIpa COBCEM OJIHOTO. ..
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I'naBa 4

AJekc BepHYJICS JoMO# 1o31HO0. OcTaTok AHS OH OO TI0 yJIUIIaM, TiepeBapuBast HH(popma-
VIO ¥ Pa3yMbIBasi O cBoeH ku3HU. O CBOMX MOCTYNKAX U 1yBCTBAX, MBITAsICh HAUTU TPUUIMHY YXOAa
MOOUMOM JIEBYIIKH. YKe MoJ] Bedep OH CHJET Ha JJABOUKE B TOM CAMOM TIapKe, IJle OHU Yallle BCEro
ryJsui BMecte. EMy ObIJIO O4€Hb XOJIOMHO, €ro TPsIC/Io, KaKk HUKOI/AA paHblle. Ho nmpuurHoOi 3TOMy
ObLIM BOBCE HE TOTOfHbIe ycaoBHUs. Ero uyBCTBa M MBICIH MPSIMO ceiiyac, B 3TOT Beuep, MEHSIU
Anexcanzipa 1o Hey3HaBaeMocTu. [Io3HaB BCio 00JIb HECTIPABEATIMBOCTH, OH CTAHOBUJICS B3POCIIBIM.
B3pocibiM ¥ XONOMHBIM, TOTEPSIBIIMM JIETCKOE YyBCTBO HAMBHOCTU BHYTpH ceOsi. JloMoii OH Bep-
HyJIcs1 To31HO. Ho yXke coBepIIeHHO IpyriM YeJIOBEKOM.

Cnycrst Mecsiti 6071b I0HOTO AJieKcaHpa HeMHOro noytuxya. OH BHOBb Hayajdl HOPMaJIBHO
MUTAThCSl U TIEPUOIMYECKU BBIXOAWUTHh M3 KOMHATHL. OTell pelws ero He TPEeBOXHUTb, IMPEKPACHO
MOHMMasi OOJTb pa3lyKu cBoero chbiHa. K ToMy ke ¢ HacTymjieHueM CeHTSOpsi BHOBb Hauasiach yuyeOa
C JIMYHBIMU YYUTEJISIMU, KOTOPbIX Hukonait iBaHOBUY HaHsw1 1)1 Ajekcanapa. MecTHyIO ITIKOTY TOT
3aKOHYIJI C OTIMYMEM JIBa T0f1a Ha3aja. BBUy ero He COBCeM MPUBBIYHOTO BHEIITHETO BUJIA U OTPOM-
HOT'O CEMEMHOro OI0[)KEeTa ero 4acTo MbITATUCH 3aJeTh B IIKOJe. B Takux cutyanusax AJiekc He ocTa-
BAJICSI B CTOPOHE U MOCTOSIHHO BBSI3BIBAJICS B Apaku. [IoaToMy Ternepb OH Moiyvas WHANBULYaTbHbIE
3aHATHS ypoBHsI BY30B 0e3 pucka ObITh BTSIHYTBIM B HEIPUSTHOCTH.

OH yacTo TpeHHpOBaJCsA C BOMHAMHU CBOero orua. EmE ¢ Mamibix JieT OH IMpUXOmu CioAa
YUHMTBCSI OTPadAThIBATh YAApbl HE TOJIBKO ISl CAMO3AIIHUTHI, HO U JUIs HanafgeHus. OTel Bceraa ropo-
pUJI €My, 4TO B OyIyIlIeM 3TU YMEHHS OYeHb IPUTOASITCS.

Bor u ceituac 10HbII AJIeKCaHAP TPEHUPOBAJICS CPEAU COJIIAT, YL TAKKe HEMAJIO BpeMEHH
¥ criopT3aiy. B JaHHBI MOMEHT OH BBIIIIEN IPOTHB ABYX MPOTUBHUKOB, MOJIOABIX TTApHEH. DTO OKa-
3aJ10Ch OTKPOBEHHO Heerko. CrieinTh cpasy 3a ABYMs LEJISIMU Kyaa ciioxkHee. OJJUH U3 HUX NOCTO-
STHHO HOPOBWJI 3aiTH 3a CIIMHY U 00€3BPEIUTh I0HOTO MoBenuTels xonoaa. Ho Asekc ObicTpo mnepe-
Meraics, iepa ux odoux nepen codoil. [lepBas ataka ycnemnrHo B3siTa B 3aXBaT, IMOCJIE KOTOPOTO
cJIelyeT KOHTpaTaka oT AJiekca B BUjIe yapa JIOKTs B uemocTs. Ho cremytonumii ynap oH He ycrieBaer
3a0JIOKMPOBATh, OTYETO eMy OOJILBHO pacceKkaroT ry0y. AJIeKC OTIIATHYJICA, YACPKUBAsCh HA HOTaX.
['maBHOe, He TepsAThcs! B ceKyHIy OH cOOMpaeT MBICTH B Ky4y U 0OXBaThIBaeT MPOTUBHUKA 32 HOTH,
Opocas Ha os. KpaeM rasza ycrieBaeT 3aMeTUTh IPOTHBHUKA COOKY U TIOJHUMAET JIEBYIO PyKY, O110-
Kkupys yaap. Ho BTopoil ynap npuxoauTcsi MpsiMo B MEYeHb, OTYErO MPUHI] HEBOJILHO BCKPUKHUBAET
Y OTXOZIUT Ha napy MeTpoB. Ero mpoTuBHUKYM CHOBa 0062 Ha HOTax M rOTOBBI aTakoBaTh. Torna AJekc,
yXke M3PSAHO 37I0H, BCIOMHUHAET O TOM, YTO He OBUIO YrOBOpa He UCIOIb30BaTh Marmio. OH co3aaeT
AT HA JIEBOKM pyKe MO/ B3IJISI/IBI MTAPHEH, TTOJTHbIE COMHEHUSI.

— W 9rto THI ¢ HUM cenaenb? — yXMbUISISICh CIIPAIIMBAET OIMH U3 HUX.

Auntekc Momya yIsIOHYJICS, TIPOAOJIKash HApalBaTh CJIOH Jibjaa U [UIMHY mTta. OH MOCTaBUI
ero Ha 3eMJII0, OTJEJIMB OT PyKH, BO3BO/ISI HEOOJIBIIIYIO JISASHYIO CTEHY Pa3MEpOM C JIBEPb, ITOKA €ro
OIIOHEHTHI, YIIEpeB PyKU B O0Ka, CMOTPEJIM Ha CTPAaHHOE U3/IesHe I0HOMH. 3ateM AJiekc ¢ 3deKT-
HOT'O pa3BOPOTa XOPOIIEHBKO BAAPWII IO IIIUTY, HOTOM OTIIPABJIsisl TOrO B TOJeT. JlensiHast «/1Bephb»
TMIOHEC/Iach Ha PedsIT ¢ TUKON CKOPOCTHIO, IIPUITPABIEHHON CHJIaMU I0HOTO TIOBeNUTeNs Xonoaa. OHa
pasnerenach Ha KyCKM OT CHJIBHOTO CTOJIKHOBEHH S ¢ Ooiitiamu apmMuu Hukonast iBaHoBHYa, KOTOPBIX
B CBOIO OY€pe/Ib OTHECJIO Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB. A AJIEKC CTOSII U yXMBUISLICS CBOEH 3aJyMKe.

— Epynnaa! — ycabimann oH CTpOruii rojoc 3a CIMHOM, OTYEro TYT ke 0OepHYIICS.

— Ilana? — ynuBieHHO cripocu oH, A Ha Hukonas MiBaHoBuya.

— V T1e6s He OygeT BpeMeHU Ha Takue JOJTUe M3BPAILEHHUs cO JIbIoM. Jlyule JeasiHol K-
HOK KCIOJIb30BaTh U JIeAsSHON muT. Ecii Obl 9T OMyXHW HE CTOSUIM, TO ThI OBl JIeXkaJ, — CIIOKOIHO,
HO CITpaBeIMBO 3aMeTu1 «Mopo3».

— Ia, Tbl mpaB, — MOHUK AJIEKC, IS, KaK peOsTa BCTAIOT U MOTUPAIOT yITHOIEHHbBIE MeCTa.
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— INovigem 3a MHOM, ChIH. Y MeHS K TeOe ecTh OoJblliast ¥ OueHb BakHas mpockOa. He momo-
Kelb? — CIOKONHO cripocus ero Hukomnait iBanoBuY.

— Koneuno. [Mommm, — otBeTH eMy AJIeKCaHp, PyKOU BBITEPEB KPOBb C I'yOBI M HATTPABUBILIUCH
B CTOPOHY KaOHMHeTa OTLa.

3pech B Jiecy, e MpOXHMBaIa M TPEHUPOBAIACH APMHUS «XOJI0[a», TAKKE MPUCYTCTBOBA
M BecbMa BHYHIMTENbHBIM KaOuHer y Hukomas MBaHoBuua. oporas meOesb, KOXKaHOE KPecio
3a pabOYMM CTOJIOM M KOXKaHbI/ JMBAaHYMK Y CTEHBI, BO3Jie IKadurka ¢ 6apoM. «Mopo3» mporiet
K CBOeMy pabodeMy CTONy, BO3Jie KOTOPOTO CTOsIT MeTayuimyeckuid cefidp. OH OTKPBUI ero ¢ MoMO-
IIBIO KJTIOYA ¥, BHITAIMB OTTYJA CJIOKEHHYI0 BUETBEPO Oymary, 3aKpbul ero. 3areM cejl Ha KPecio
Y, TIOPBIBIIACH Ha TOJIOUKE CTOJNA, Hamesl KoHBepT. OH BIIOKWI Oymary B KOHBEpT, TOCJE Yero
CKpenmJI ero CyprydyHol mevaTbio. AJIeKC M He 3amevall, YTo y MEepCTHs Ha Majblie OTIA CHUMA-
eTcsl BEpXHsIsl YacTh, MpeBpaiias ero B nevarb. O6pa3 mevatu ObLT BHIOIHEH JOBOJBHO MPOCTO,
HO MHTEPECHO — JIETAJIbHO BBHIrPAaBUPOBAaHHAsI CHEKMHKA, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOM, B OUEPYEHHOM Kpyre,
KpacoBaJiach OykBa «Mp».

— Koneepr HyxHO niepeaats kopomo CaHKTHTacy. ITO OYeHb BaKHO U KacaeTcsi TEMHOM CTO-
ponbl. CripaBuiiibesi? — cripocust Hukonait iBaHoBrY, NiepeaBast MMCbMO B PYKH ChIHA.

— Jla, KOHEUHO, — ¢ HEOOJIBIITUM BOJTHEHHEM OTBETHJI AJIeKC, OepeskHO CXBAaTHB KOHBEPT. ITO
Obl1a TiepBasi cepbe3Hasi mpock0a OTLa.

— Tsl HOMHUIIIB, TIE OHU )KUBYT U KaK BOMTH B BoMeOHbIH Jiec? Eciu xo4erb, MOTy OTIIPaBUTh
¢ ToOo# Koro-HuOyab. Ho mpuBiekath BHUMaHHE MHE He XOTeJloCh Obl. 32 HAMU MOTYT CJICAUTb.
[TycTh 3TO BHIITISAUT MPOCTO, KaK TBOW JPYKECKUI BU3UT, He Oosee Toro, — nmpousHec «Mopos»,
TOXE U3PSITHO BOIHYSICh.

— Ilan, He nepexuBail. I BCE MpeKpacHO MOMHIO, s JOBOJBHO YaCTO Y HUX TOCTHIIL. S1 jlerko
CIIPaBJIIOCh U CaM, — OTBETUJI eMy AJIeKCaH[p, 3aBepsisl OTLA, YTO BOJIHOBATHCS HE 32 YEM.

— Xopo1110, — KMBHYJ «KOPOJIb X0JI0[a», TOPIIO s Ha ChIHA, — § 3Hal0, TeOe ceityac TsKeo.
Ho s ropixych, I1siist Ha TO, KeM Thl CTAHOBUIIIbCS. K cOXaseHnI0, MeIUTUTh Helb3sl, TOTOMY IMPOIITY
TeOs1 CerofiHs e coOpaTh BEUIH U 10 yTPY BbIBUHYTHCS B Iy Th.

— Xoporo, Kak ckaxelb. Toraa s jomoi. Bacummii 3nech? — 3acobupancs Ajekc.

— Ia, oH Bozne BopoT. CKaxu eMy, MyCTh OTBE3eT TeOs M BO3BpAlIaeTCsl 32 MHOM.

— A TBI He efielllb ¢ HaMH? — YAWBUJICS I0HOIIIA.

— ¥V MeHs 311ech el aena, — MATKO YJIBIOHYJICS YKe BECbMa CTaphblil U K TOMY e CelIo, HO BCE
emE CHJIbHBIN U BHYIIUTEJIbHBIN MYXKUYHMHA, YTO ObLJT BOMHOM B CBOE BpeMsI.

— Ionsn. Xoporiio, st eMy TiepesiaM, — OTBETHJI AJIEKC U BBIIIIEN U3 KaOMHETA.

Cnycrst BpeMst AJIeKC MeTasicsi 1o oMy, cooupasi camoe Heooxoxumoe. OH Hates OOJTbIION
PIOK3aK U CIIOXKUJ Ty/Ia HECKOJIBKO IIIMOTOK, OOJIBIIIE YAEIUB MecTa 71 e1bl. VIITH MenkoM npeacTo-
SJT0 YyTh OOJIbIIIE CYTOK, TaK YTO B IMYTH HAJO ObLJIO YTO-TO Kymath. OH JIeT craTh MopaHsbllie, HO COH
BCE HMKAK He MPUXOIWI K HeMy. AJIEKC MHOTO BOpoYasics, BCrioMuHast 0 ®isiiM, 60k OT moTepu
KOTOpOH Bc€ elié HanomuHana o cebe. TakuMM OMHOKMMH HOYaMHU €My Kazajoch, YTO 3Ta OOJb
HE MCUYE3HET y’Ke HUKOT/A.

YTpom ke, eBa paccBeso, AJeKcaHap, TOTOBBIHA K BHIXOAY, 3aKaHYMBaJ 3aBTpak. OH nobmiaro-
JapuJj oBapa, Moclie Yero BHIMBbUT PYKH U, HAITPABUBIIKUCH K BBIXO/Y, HALIETIAJI TEMHO-CHUHEE MaJIbTO
MOBEpX CBOeH uepHou Bofonasku. Kak u Bceryia, oH Hajiesl CBOM JIIOOMMbIE CUHKE IKUHCHI, HO BMe-
CTe ¢ HUMHU eII€ M TNojlapeHHble 1b(damMu BoeOHbIe Oenble carnorn. 3a CIUHOW KpacoBajCsl €ro
BOJIILIEOHBIN M€Y, YTO IABHO BBIKOBAJIM THOMBI M 324apOBAJIY Th(bI, HOTAPUB AJIEKCY Ha CEMHA/IIIA-
tuiaetre. Cuta Meva Obula B TOM, YTO B pyKax HacleJHUKOB «Mopo3a», OH CHSJI CHHUM CBETOM,
npeBpaias B JIEN BCE, yero kacascs. [lonpaBuB HOKHBI Me4a, AJIEKC CXBATHJI PIOK3aK B PYKH M ObLT
TOTOB UJITH.
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— Bacumii Te0s1 OTBe3eT 10 JIepeBHU Yy Jieca, a JaJIbIIe Thl YK caM. DTO TO3BOJIUT IONACTh
K HalllM JIPY3bsIM yKe CerOlIHsI K HOYM, MOXET Jake K Beuepy, — cooOmu oHome Hukonait MBa-
HOBUY.

— Otmuno! Crniacu60, nar, — mooiarofiapuil ero ChiH, BHIXOS U3 JOMa.

— Bynp ocropoxen, Anekc. Tol cusieH, s 3Ha0. Ho 3T0 He MeriaeT MHe BOJTHOBAThCs 3a Te0s1, —
«Mopo3» TIOJIOKWIT eMy PYKYy Ha TUIeUO.

— Hla Bcé Gyner xoporto. S ObICTPO BCE cemal U BepHYCh, — YIBIOHYJICS AJIEKC, TIOCIIE Yero
OTel| MOoXaJjl eMy PyKY, ¥ OH BBIIIEJ MPOYb U3 JOMA.

Jopora OblTa JOJMTOM W 3aHsIa HECKOJMBKO YacoB €37bl, HO 3TO CHJIBHO COKPATUJIO BpeMs
xonpobl. [lepronuyecku AJIEKC OCTaBaJl CBOM MPUIIACH, yromas Bacuivs v moaKperuisisch caMo-
crositesibHO. Kora oHM HakoHell JoeXaliu JI0 JePEeBHU OKOJIO T'YCTOTO Jieca, OH MOIPOIIAJICS C BOAU-
TeJIeM OTIIA ¥ JBUHYJICS BIJTyOb, Ha XOAy pa3MUHAs TIOPSIIKOM 3aTEKITIFE MBI HOT.

Bxon B BosieOHBIN JIec HAXOIWIICSA B ITyOWHE rycToro Jieca Bosoroackoi oomacTvl v ObUT CKPHIT
Marvert. OOBIYHBIE OO CIoAA MIONACTh HE MOIVIM, HO IOHBIH MOBEJINTENDL X0I04a ObLI HE OOBIYHBIM
YeJIOBEKOM U, CaMOe TJIABHOE, 3HAJI I7ie UcKaTh. Ero pos ObLT Ha/lelieH 0COOBIMY CHJIAMU TSI 3aIUThI
yenoBevecTBa. K ToMy ke, HacneqHUKY «Mopo3a» Bceraa ObUIH KeJTaHHBIME roCTSIME B Bosme6HOM
Jecy.

Anekc 6e3 Tpyaa OTBICKaJT 3aMOK KOpoJisi BoieOHoro sieca. B geTcTBe 0oH 4acTo ObIBAJI TYT
C OTIIOM U HETJIOXO OpHEeHTHpOoBaJicss Ha MecTHOCTUA. CTpaxka Oe3 mpoOJieM MpoITyCTHIa ero BHYTPb,
cooOIuMB 00 3TOM CBoeMy KOMaHIupy. B uTore, ensa oH ycresn BOWTH BO JBOP 3aMKa, KaK €ro yxe
K JIaJT TIPUHIT 371b()OB BOJIIIEOHOTO Jieca.

— Anexcannp, npusi JIpga u CHexHoro IlokpoBa! — TOpKECTBEHHO MONPUBETCTBOBAJ €T0O
nipuHI] Bomme6Horo jieca, BCIIOMUHAS IETCKOE MPO3BHIIE IPyTa.

OH mpeacras nepej HUM B KOPUIHEBOTO IIBETa IITaHaX M TOTO e IBeTa JUIMHHBIX cariorax.
A cBepXy KpacoBaJiach 3eJicHast HaKUIKa, JUIMHOIO Yy Th HUKE T0sIca U ¢ OOJTBITIM KaITIOIIIOHOM C3a/IH.
3a CIMHOW BU/IHEJICS IJIMHHBIN IEPEBSHHBIN JIYK U KOJYaH, MOJHbIHA CTpeJl.

— ®umyc Jomunn Jlyuwc, mpuni Bomme6Horo jieca, — OTBETHI HA IPUBETCTBUE AJIEKC, TTOCTIE
Yero MpocTo TOIOMIE M OOHSIT CTApOro JIpyra, IMOXJIONAB 110 TUIeyy.

— Pan Te0s1 cHOBa BUzETh, — yabidancs Ounmyc.

— DT0 B3aWIMHO, IPYXKHUIIE, — OTBETHII AJleKC. — Y TeOsl CKOpO COBEpIIEHHOIETHE, HACKOJIBKO
s IOMHIO.

— Bepno. Hazgeioch, 0HO IpOM/IET Jiydllie TBOETo, — 3aCMesLICS lb.

— A 4r0 OBUIO HE TaK C MOUM COBEpIICHHOJNIETUEM? — OOMXEHHO pa3Besl PYKU B CTOPOHBI
IOHOIIIA.

— Hy, 3Haems, Bce ObUTO HETIOXO, HO. .. He XBaTasio 4ero-to ocoOeHHOro. DTo ke He POCTOn
nenb, 310 1lenb COBEPILIEHHOJIETUSA! — ¢ uckpennum Boctoprom mporosopuit duit.

— AX n1a, 51 1 3a0bU1. ThI ke, HAaKOHEII, MOy YHIITh TIOCTOSTHHOE UM, — YABIOHYJICS «TpuHIT JIbaa
1 CHEXHOro MOKpOBa», — A BeJlb 1 yXKe MPHUBBIK 3BaTh TeOs Puiiom.

— Haaa... MHe mpeACTOMT MPOWTH HEOONBINON O0Opsd, TOKa3aB MOUW JIyYIle HAaBBIKH,
Ha OCHOBE KOTOPBIX MHE Y IPUCYIAT uMs1. Hazieroch, Bce poiieT XopoIio. 3Haellb, O4eHb BOJHYIOCh
10 STOMY TIOBOJIY, — He MOT' OCTAaHOBUThLCSI Puvyc, mpeiBKyIas Ipsyayiye COObITHS.

— He nepexwuBaii, Tl ClIpaBUIILCS, — YABIOHYICS AJIEKC.

— Cnacu60, — uckperte nodnarogapun @, — Hagoesno, 4to Bce 30BYT MeHsI «ChIHOM CBETIIOTO
BIapIKK». Kak OyaTo Toimbko Onaromapst OTily s TOT, KTO s ecTh. [locTossHHOe COOCTBEHHOE MMS
cliesiaeT MEHs! JIMYHOCTBIO.

— Hy, 3Haems, 111 MeHsI TBOe MMsI 3BYYUT HETUIOXO, €CJIM He BHUKATh B TiepeBojl. [1aBHOe,
He 3a0y/lb MPUTIIACUTH MEHSI HA CBOW 3HAMEHATE IbHBIN JICHb POKICHUS, — OTBETHJI €My JIPYT.

— Pasymeercs, 310 naxe He oocyxnaercs. Tel mpuriamer BmMecte ¢ ®aiim! Keratu, TH 311eCh
0 KAaKOMY-TO Ba)KHOMY JIeJTy WJIK TPOCTO MUMO MPOXOIUI? — CIIPOCUI Tb(.
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— K coxanennio, no BaskHoMmy. Hano nepeaats TBoeMy OTILy MUCBMO OT MOETO OTIa. DTO KaK-
TO CBA3aHO C ieMOHaMH. OH MeHsI He TIOCBSITIJ B OAPOOHOCTH, HO CKa3aJl, YTO 9TO OUeHb BaXKHO, —
coOOIMI AJIeKC, YITYCTUB BO3MOXKHOCTh paccKasarh Ipyry npo Pisiim.

—Yro *ke, moaeM, 5 poBey TeOsl 10 TPOHHOTO 3a1a, — PUl MOTsAHYI 32 COOOH CTaporo apyra,
KOTOPBII M CaM BIIOJTHE HETUIOXO TIOMHIJT STOT 3aMOK U 0e3 Tpya Haren Osl fopory. Ho conmpoBosk-
JeHKEe XOPOIIIETO JIpyra ObLJIO BCe K€ MPUSATHBIM JIOTIOJTHEHUEM.

— Orer1, cMOTpH, KOTO s MPHUBEN, — PAJlOCTHO MPOroBopui Puimyc, BOWAsS B TPOHHBIA 3ail
Y yKa3bIBasi Ha IOHOTO TIOBEJIUTESI XOIOAA.

— AJlekcanzip, CbIH MOET0 XOpOIILIeTo Jpyra, — BOCKJIMKHYJI Koponb Bomme6Horo neca, — Pag
BUZIETh TeOsI B JOOPOM 31paBUU.

— Cankturac Cya, Koponbs Bome6Horo nieca, — HOKJIOHWICSA AJiekc.

— OctaBb Bce 3TO 151 O(PHUIIUATBLHBIX [IEPEMOHUI, — OTMAXHYJICS KOPOJIb U MO-OTIIOBCKH OOHSIT
MapHsi.

CaskTtuTac 6611 T0OPBIM 71b(pOM, TprHECTMM MUP B BommieOHsiit iec. OH yxe ObLT He MOJIO,
HO €ro JIMIO ObUIO CBET/IBIM M MPEKPACHBIM, CJIOBHO €My MO-TIpeKHEMY ObUIO OKOJIO TPHUIIATH, —
Pacckaxu mHe, kak noxuBaet ctapuHa «Mopo3»? Y Hero Bce B nopsijike?

— Ha, y otiia Bce xopoio. Kak Bcerja, oH 3aHAT nogapkamu Jyis jeteid. Hy u He TObKo 3TuM,
noxoxe. .. Kcratu, oH mpocuit nepesath Bam 3TO MUCHMO, — COOOIIIT IOHOIA U TIPOTSHYJI KOHBEPT
¢ (baMUJTLHOM MeYaThI0 KOPOJTIO.

— OH HHKOT/1a HE YCIIOKOUTCS € 3TUMHU TIofapKamH, — 3acMesiicsi Cankturac. — JlagHo, oy
MPOUTY MUCHMO U TIPUTOTOBITIO OTBET. PUITHYC, TOCTh, BEPHO, roiofieH. [lymario, Mbl MOTJIH Obl TIpe[-
JIOKHUTh €My OTYKHHATh C HaMU. ThI Be/Ib HEe OTKaKellb HaM B 3TOH yecTu?

— Pazymeercs, Her, — ynbiOHYyCS Aseke. [la v, OTKpOBEHHO T'OBOPS, OH OYeHb ITOTO kaaj. Ero
3amachl 3aKOHUMIIUCh, U OH YK€ HECKOJIBKO YaCOB XOIHUJI TOJIOAHBIM.

Pebsta ynum B CTOJOBYIO OTIABaTh pacropsbKEHMsI, a KOpoib ymien K cede B nokou. Crry-
CTs1 HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, KOI/la CIIyTM HAKPBUIM Ha CTOJ, pedsTa BMECTe C KOPOJIeM MPUHSIIACH YKH-
Hatb. Koponb CaHKTUTAC CHEN C Cepbe3HBIM JIMIIOM, U 3TO HACTOPAXMBAIO AJIEKCaHIpa, HO OH
HE peliajcs CrpaimBaTh, 4To ero Tak 00ecrokonsio. Brnpouem, 10mro sxkaate He npuiuiocsk. Koposb
B3sU1 KyOOK C BUHOM U TPEJIOKUI BHIUTh. Ajiekc 1 Pt B35 110 cBoeMy KyOKY B PYKH U BCTaJIH
CO CBOMX MECT B OXHUAaHHU OT KOPOJISl TOCTA U MPEAJIOKEHHUsI COMTPUKOCHYThCSI KyOkamu. Ho, yBbI,
HHUYEro M3 3TOro He nocieaoBaio. Koposb Mordya BHIIUII CBOE BUHO 3aJIIIOM U CeJl 0OPaTHO Ha CTYJL.
TyT mapeHp MOHsI, YTO €ro oTel nepenan kKopoao BommebHoro Jleca He camble JTydIlde BECTH.
Anekc ¢ PriioM Toxe OTXJICOHY/ M U3 KyOKa U ceii 0OpaTHO Ha CBOM MeCTa.

— B nceme TBOero oTna ObUT 3aKa3 Ha BOJIIEOHbIE MaTepuasisl. Moxelb epegarh OTILy, 4TO
OHM Oy/IyT OCTaBJIEHbl TOUYHO B CPOK, — 0OpaTuics K AJIeKCy KOpOJb, — HO, K COXaJIeHHIO, ObLIN
 1yioxue Bectu. B Bamem ropose Obuta 0OHapy:KeHa aKTUBHOCTh TEMHOUN Maruu. TO BEpHbIN NPH-
3HaK MPUCYTCTBUsI JeMOHOB. Camoe yXacHOe, YTO Clie[bl aKTUBHOCTH HAaXOAWJIUCh MAKCUMAIIBHO
OIM3KO K Bare ycaapoe.

— JleMOHBI Bcer/ia NEpUOIUIECKH MOSIBIISIOTCS, YTO B 9TOM TAKOTr0? — yAUBUICS AJIEKC.

— Huxorpa pasbliiie 1eMOHBI He TOSIBJISUTUCH TaK OJIM3KO K MPEICTABUTENSIM OpleHa. XpaHu-
TEJIM MUpPa Ha 3eMJIe, 3TO Te pa3yMHbIE CYIIECTBA, Ubsl MUCCHS CJACAUTH 3a MIATKUM OQJIAHCOM CHJL.
Henapowm B nporiom Beke camuM JlnoHucoM OblT co3/1aH opaieH XpaHutesnei. JJoKHO ObITh, 1eMOo-
HaM MOHAJ00MIIOCh HEUTO HEBEPOSTHO BaXKHOE, YTOOBI TAK PUCKOBATH OCTATHCS PACKPHITHIMU. biaro,
obomwtock 6e3 kepTB. BcmoMHM, MOKET, YTO-TO MCUE3TIO U3 IOMa WM Thl BUJIEN HEUTO CTpaHHOe? —
MOCMOTpeJ Ha MapHs Kopousib Bomme6Horo neca.

— Her, Huvero Takoro He ObUIO, — MogyMan AJIeKCaHIp, CKPBIB MPo ceOst ucTopuio 0 Piisiim,
KOTOpasi HUKaK He MOIJIa OKa3aThCs C STUM CBsI3aHa.

— HyxHo npenynpeants ocTajibHbIX XpaHuTenen. Anekcanp, 1 HaIeloCh Ha TBOKO TIOMOLIb.
Mory s Ha Te0s1 paccuuThiBaTh? — cripocus Koposns 21bhoB.
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— Jla, KOHEUHO, — HEMHOTO POOKO COTJIACHIICS IOHBIN TIOBEJTUTEITh XOJIO/A, — YTO OT MEHsI Tpe-
Oyetcs?

— HyxHo nepezaath 3T0 nociaHue B opzieH MaroB Ha BocToke, a OHM y:ke pa3oluIIoT ero BceM
OCTaJIbHBIM, KTO BXOJMT B COCTaB OpieHa X paHUTeel, — KOpoJb repenal AleKCy HOBOE IIHChMO Yike
CO CBOEH TMeyaThlo, I1e KpacoBalach CTpelia, 00bsATas MJIaAMEHEM.

— Bol gymaete, 4To JeMOHBI IJTAHUPYIOT HAMACTh HA HAC? — yIUBIICS AJIEKCaHAP.

— Jla, MBI C TBOMM OTIIOM CUMTAeM, YTO CKOPO MOXET HauaThCs BOiHA. He cTouT 3a0bIBaTh,
YTO 32 ToJ MOJATOTOBKU BOICKa B AJly Y HAC TPOKMAET 1IeCThb JieT. Takasi pa3HuIla BO BpEMEHU MEX1y
HalIMMU MHpaMu. Bee npencraBuTeny opaeHa v MxX Mocie1oBaTeNu JI0JKHbB ObITh TOTOBBL. Ha mor-
HyI0 60€BYI0 TOTOBHOCTh YHJIET OKOJIO IBYX JIET KaKk MUHUMYM. BOIiH 1aBHO He ObLI0, ¥ OOJIBIITHCTBO
ceMeil CITMIITKOM OOMSIKJIH Ja U 3a0bUTH CBOE MpeiHa3HaueHune Bosce. [10aToMy MenTh Heb3s1 HU
MUHYTHI! — C TIOJTHON Cephe3HOCTHIO TPOrOBOPHIT KOPOJIb.

— Kak ckaxere, — Bctasl co cBOero Mecra AJiekc, TOTOBBIA CAENaTh BCE HeoOxoaumoe. — MHe
MOHAJOOUTCSI HEMHOT'O 3aI1acoB €JIbl.

— Orel, N03BOJIb MHE MOUTU C HUM, — I0faJ1 rojoc ®Puinyc, 10 3TOro Mosvya CIyllaBIIui UxX
pasroBop.

— Tol HykeH MHe 31ech, Punuyc, — otkazan CaHKTHUTAC.

— V¥ 1ebs GombliTioe BOMCKO, oTell. S 3/1ech He cMory nokasarh ceds. [1ycts 3ToT moxon Oyaer
U1l MEHsI BMECTO 00psijia COBEPILICHHONETH I, — TPOAO/Kasl Pl yroBapuBarh OTIIA.

— Bmecro oOpsga... Xurpo Thl npuayMai. XOpoIo, 3TO JIydllle, YeM HUKYEMHBIH OOpsiI.
Jlymaio, BBl BIIOJIHE CIIpaBUTECh BIBOEM, — corsacuics CaHKTHTac, MPOJOIKUB: — S mpukaxy
coOparh BaM e/Ibl U CHAPSIKEHUS.

— Cnacu60, otell, — JIOBOJILHO BBIIOXHYJT MOJIOION JTh(.

Kopornsb yimen otnaBars HyKHble TPUKas3bl, a Anieke 1 Puit ocTammch, 9ToObl Kak ceayeT Mojl-
KPEMUThCS M OTHPABUTHCS MO KOMHaTaM. BBIXOAMTb COOMPAINCh paHHUM yTPOM, TIO3TOMY HYKHO
ObLIIO MOAHAOPATHCS CUIT M BBICTIATHCS, KaK CIe/lyer.

[IpocHysncst Anekcanap nocpeand HOUM OT TOTO, YTO KTO-TO Tpsic ero 3a redo. C 6ombio pas-
aupasi BEKH, OH HAUMHAJ MTPUXOAUTD B ceOsl, C YAUBJIEHUEM CITyIasi ITyMbl B COCEJJHUX KOMHATAaX.

— Anekc, BcTaBaii ke, Ha Hac Hanan! — kpudan Pu, Tpscs I0HOMTY 3a IUIeYO0.

OH yke ObUT B IOJTHOI 00€BOM TOTOBHOCTH. 32 CIIMHOM KPACOBAJICS €0 JIIOOUMBIH JTYK, TOTOBBIH
B JTIOOYI0 CEKYH/y BCTYNUTH B OOM.

— K10? — cripocoHbst 10HBIH AJIeKCaHAp HE OHUMAJI, YTO TPOUCXO/IUT.

— Jla 4épr ero 3HaeT, MOXOXE, UTO JEMOHBbI, — OTBEeTWJ P MOJYHIENOTOM, MOJaBasi eMy
ozexay, — MeHs pa3Oyaui oTel, TOBOPUT, YTO HaM ¢ TOOOW HYKHO CPOYHO yXonuTh. Hac BbiBemyT
yepes YepHbII XOI.

— Xopoio, Torja NoIuli CKOpee, — COITIACHIICS I0HOIIA, MPOCHYBIINCH U CHELIHO OIEBasICh.
OH Hazen yepe3 IJIEUO CBOM MeU U CXBATWJI YKe 3allOJTHEHHBIN €10 MEIOK, Ha/IEB ero Ha TUICYH.
Mermiok y 25b(oB OblT ynoOHee, YeM CTapblii MoK AJieKca, CrelaibHble PEMENIKH MO3BOJISIIH
HAJeTh €ro Ha IUIeYH, YTO ObUIO IOBOJIBHO YIOOHO MpPH JUTUTEIIbHBIX Iy TeIIeCTBUSIX.

PebsiTa BHICKOYMIIM M3 KOMHATBI M HAIIPABUJIUCH B JAPYTYIO YacTh 3aMKa, K YePHOMY XOMY, I/ie
ux xkpan oren Pua.

— Brictpee, onn okpyxatoT Hac! — kpudyai CaHKTUTAC, OTOMBAIOLIMIACS OT KYYKH IEMOHOB, UTO
ycIiesi 1o0paTthes U CIofa.

dunmyc u Anekcanap BHIOEKaIM Ha 3aTHUN TBOP 3aMKa, TIe UX YKe KA elIe OOJbIIT OTPST
JIEMOHOB, Hesxes B 3auie. CTpaka JoOIeCTHO cpaxkaach C HUIMH, HO, YBbI, IEMOHOB ObLJIO CIIMIIIKOM
MHOT0.

— ®umyc! Bo3smu ero ¢ coboii! — mpokprdan CaHKTUTAC, BRICYHYBIIIMCH B ABEPHON TIPOEM,
BelylMid Ha 3aiHUI JBOp. OH OpOCHII ChIHY KOMITAc, BEPOSTHO, TOXe BOMIIEOHBIH. Y 351b¢oB Bon-
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11IeOHOTO Jieca MPAKTHUECKH JII00ast Belllb BOIIEOHAs], YTO HE YAUBUTENIBHO, B BOJIIIEOHOM-TO JIecy. —
Berute, o ykaxeT Bam jopory!

— Cnacu6o, oter! — Pumyc cI0BUII KOMITAC U HA CEKYHY TOAO€KaJ K OTILY, YTOObI TPUOOHSTH
ero 3a IJIe4H, a 3aTeM, MOIPOIIABIIICH, TOOekKa BCiel 3a AJIEKCOM.

[Nepen HUMU BO3HUKJIA MTAPOYKA JEMOHOB, C KOTOPHIMU OHHM 0e3 TpyJa CHpaBHJIHCh. AJIEKC
IaBHO JOCTa (PaMUIIbHBIIA MeY, YTO CBETUJICSI CHHUM CHSIHUEM, M KaK TOJIBKO TIEPBBIi JIEMOH BCTaJl
y HEero Ha IyTH, He cOaBJIsisi CKOPOCTH OH ClieJIall BUPTYO3HbIN upy3T. HaHec oOMaHHBIH yaap, KOTo-
PBIH CIIETYIONIMM JBHKEHUEM OKa3aJiCsl YIapoM IO HOraM, OTUYEro MPOTUBHUK YTl C pa3pe3aHHBIMU
¥ BMUT 3aMOPOKEHHBIMU HOramu. BTopoii 1eMoH OblT HEMHOTO OOJIbIIIe U AEpXKal B PyKax OrpoM-
HyI0 TyOUHY C 3aKOJIOYEHHbBIMU B He€ rBo3asmMu. OH 3aMaxHyJCs €0 Ha AJieKkca, HO B €ro pyKy
TI0Majia CTpesia, OTYEro OH BBITYCTHI U3 PYK JyOUHY U IOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY 00MTIrKa. OOUITIMKOM
okazasicss Puiyc, KOTOpbIiA ObLT BecbMa MEeTKUM JydyHUKOM. Cremyiomas crpena Punmmyca nonasna
AeMoHY mpsMo B ra3. Ho Brepeau BugHesach emie 6osiee BHYIIMTEIbHAS TPYIINa IEMOHOB.

— AJlekc, TBOU BOJIIIEOHBIE canoru padoTaT? — 3akpudan Ou.

— Eme kak, MOeIIb He COMHEBAThCsI! — OTBETUII €My IOHBIN TTOBEJIUTENb XOJIO/A.

— Torga B3nerait! — 3aopas1 PuiIMyC U BB KAKOE-TO 3€1be, T0CjIe KOTOPOro 3a ero CIMHON
MOSIBWJIMCh TIOJTYTIPO3pavHbIe BOJIIEOHbIC KPbUTbsl, KaK Y aHIeJa.

IOHoma ynuBHiCs, HO HE CTAl MEIJIUTh U, TMOAIIPHITHYB, 3aCKOJIBb3KJI CAIlOraMy MO BO3IYXY,
CJIOBHO KOHbKAMH IIO JIbjly, IOJIHMMASICh BCE BBIIIE U BhIlle. A TiprHI] BosmeOHoro jieca, pacrpaByB
CBOM BOJIIIEOHBIE KPBUIbsI, B3MbLI B BO3/1yX, IAPsI PSAIOM C BEPHBIM JIPYTroM AJIeKCOM. [leMOHBI MbITa-
JIUCh UX COMTh, KW/Iasi B HUX KOIIbsi, HO peOsiTa HeIIOX0 YBOPAYMBAIUCH, & TIOCJIe M BOBCE JOBOJILHO
OBICTPO CKPBUIUCH M3 IJ1a3.
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I'naBa 5

PebsTa nmpoOupanuchk yepes Jiec yke HECKOIBbKO JAHEH, U 3amackl efpl Obutn Ha ucxoze. I1yTh
OKazaJicsl CIIOKHEe, YeM UM JAymajioch BHavyaje. Ho oHM UM He ruiaHupoBaiM caaBaThCs, NOHUMAs
BCIO CE€PbE3HOCTh CUTYyallMu. Eciy yX JeMOHBI IIaHUPOBAJIM BOCCTaHHE, TO HUKAKKE pyrue nesa
HE JIOJKHBI ObUTH OTBJIEKATh X OT UCTHHHOM LIEJTH.

V3ke O3JHUM yTPOM OHM, HAKOHEI], BHIIIUTH 13 JIECa Ha TPOITY, BEAYIIYIO K ONrKaiieMy moce-
nenuio. He 3aiepxuBasch, OHM 3aMaciiuCh €101 M ABUHYJHCH Jajbiie. Bpems momkumaiio, 1 OHU
criemi, Kak Mormu. K coxaneHuio, gopora okasanach He Tak IycTa, Kak MM TOTO XOTEJIOCh Obl.
Bniepenu oHy 3amMeTHIT HEOOJBIITYIO TIOBO3KY CO CIIOMaHHBIM KojiecoM. OIMHOKME MyK4MHA KpPY-
THJICS TIOJJIe He€, TBITasiCh YTO-HUOYIb C STHM KOJIECOM c/ienaTh. BoKpyr ObLT iecHoi MaccuB. Trxoe
MIEHUE MTHYEK U IIIEeNIECT JIMCThEB, MOTPEBOKEHHBIX JIeTKUM BeTpoM. CKBO3b JIUCThSI TIPOOMBIIHCH
elBa 3aMeTHBIE JIyUYlKH cBeTa. Pumyc npuciymancs K KakaoMy 3ByKY, UTO U3[1aBajl B 3Ty CEKYH/Ty
TUXUH Jiec BOKPYT. AJIEKCaHAP 00eCIIOKOSHHO IMOCMOTPEI Ha JIpyTa.

— B yem neno, @un? Yto-1o He Tak? — CIIPOCKIT MAPHUILIKA Y Tbda.

— AJiekc, 3T0 pa30OMHUKH, — TUXO OTBETHII APYT, HEe COABJISS ITPU STOM TEMIT, TPOJOIIKAS UATH
AaJibllie B JIOBYIIIKY.

— Tot yBepen? OObIUHBIA MYKHK BpPOJE, B CTApbIX JIOXMOTbsIX. KpecTbsinuH, noxoxe. OH yxk
TOYHO HE BOWH, — C COMHEHHEM ITOCMOTPET BIEpe/1 IOHBIH MOBEJIUTENb XOJIOAA.

— OH npocro a5 Buaa. [lomydut cBOM MOHETH M CBAJIUT, MOKA OCTAJbHbBIE CAENAIT BCIO
padoty. A MbI ¢ TOOOH OfIeTHI OOraTo, 3HAYMT, ICHBIU TpU ceOe umeeM. [la u emé u mo HeGOIBIIOMY
PIOK3aKy TammM ¢ npoBusueil. Ha Hac ceituac HamanyT, st yBepeH. Cliblily, Kak OHHM 3alllypIiajim
TaM 3a JiepeBbsiMU. He Mory TOUuHO pa3oOparh Ha CIIyX, HO MX OKOJIO JIOKHHBI OyZeT, — MOAeIHICS
uHpopMmaryen Puit.

— Ho ™Mbl 5xe BoOpy:KeHbl, — YAMBJIEHHO B3MJISIHYJ Ha HEro Apyr, — Jlymaerib, OHM pUCKHYT?

— MBI 119 HUX TIPOCTO J1Ba OOraTeHbKMX IOHIA, MPUKYIUBIINX CTApoe OpyKHe, BOT U BCE.
K Tomy xe, nx OoJbllie M OHHM He C XOJIOIHBIM OpYKHeM, B OTJInuure OT Hac. TouHo HanaxyT! 51 copiny,
KaK OHM JIOCTAJIM PYXKbs, — yKke TporienTan Ouianyc, Koraa OH! MOAXOIMIIN K TIOBO3KE.

— Of1, peOATHUIIKH, He TIOMOXeTe cTaprKy? besia co MHOW MPUKJITIOUMIAch BOT. Bbl ObI HOMOIIIN
MHE KOJIECO MOAIIaTaTh. A 51 BaC JOBE3Y MO MyTH, — YJIBIOAsICh, CIIPOCHII MYKUMHA, SIBHO Pa3MEH BN
yke IIECTO! JAECATOK.

— Pazymeertcsi, oTuero He omMoub ? — KUBHYJT PHIIyC, MOIX0/s1 OMMKe K MyKUMHE U CTAHOBSICh
3a ero cruHoM, — ToJbKO BOT ecTh Mpodnema. . .

— Kakas 3107 — yquBWICS KPECThSIHUH.

— Koneco-To y Te0s1 B opsinke! — BBIKPUKHYJI 71b(, BHITAIMB KOPOTKUN KMHKAJ U3-32 MOsica
Y B35IB MY)KMKA B 3aXBaT C3a/11, IPUCTABIJI K €rO TOpJTy HOX, KPUKHYB IPH STOM B CTOPOHY Jieca: —
Beixogum MeieHHO, MHaYe s ero yobio!

— A TbI cMedblid, oHel. W pasymHblid, nogu. MoxkeT Xouellb K HaM B KOMaHly? — YXMbUISISICh,
MIPOM3HEC BHICOKUI MY)XKYMHA B JUIMHHOM TAJIbTO, BHIXOIS U3 Jieca. B pykax y Hero, Onectsi Hauu-
IIIEHHBIMU CTBOJIOM, ITOKaYMBaJIach BUHTOBKA.

— He nmoaxonu nnu 51 yowio ero! — 3akpuyan ®unnyc, sBHO 0YeHb BOIHYSICh.

B cBom roza oH yxe ObUT OTVIMYHBIM JTYYHUKOM, HO B PYKOMAIIHOM 0010 OCOOBIMU HABBIKAMHU
He oTmyaics. [la u He cpaxkascs B HacTosmeM 0010 oquH. TOMbKO OHAXK/IBI, KOT/IA OTell B3SUT €ro
¢ coboil nabwl TIOKa3aTh, YTO TaKOe HacTosIee cpakeHrue. Ho Tam ObLT OTell U ero JIOau PsIOM.
371ech e OH MOT MOJIOKUTHCS TOJIBKO Ha CBOETO I0HOTO Apyra AJieKcaHIpa, KOTOPBIN TaK K€ HETIOXO
BJIajIe]l MEYOM, KaK OH JIYKOM, HO B HACTOSIIIIEM CPaK€HHM HE Y4acTBOBAJ, a TeM Oolsiee MpPOTHB
OTHECTPEJBHOTO OPYKHSI.

43



D. Klose. «JI€n n muamsa. BlackFire Universe»

— i1, mapuau. TyT y Hac ot4yastHHBIe peOsTa. [Tokaxkem UM, 4TO He CIIeAyeT CIIOPUTh CO B3pOC-
JIBIMU! — KPUKHYJI KyAa-TO BBICOKUW MyxkuuHa. TyT ke u3 siecy pasgaicsi Beictpen. [lyns nomana
KPECThsIHUHY B Ipy/b, OTUYET0 TOT 33/IEPraJics B CyJOporax u 3axpurnen. KpacHoe msaTHO Ha rpy/au cTa-
HOBWJIOCH BCE OOJTBIIIE, @ MYKHK CIIOJI3 Ha 3MITIO U YK€ CMOTpEJT CTEKJISTHHBIMU TJIa3aMU Ha 3aCThIB-
1iero aMbgda.

— OH... Ero... OHu... — ®unmyc notepsit 1ap peur Ha BpeMsi, HO BOBpeMsI B3si1 ceOsl B pyKHU
U MOJICKOYMB K MYXKUHMHE, ITHYJI €r0 B KOJICHO, IMBITasiCh OTOOPaTh BUHTOBKY.

— ®uit, ocTopokHO! — KPUKHYJT AJIeKe, 3arycKas JIeIssHOM CTpesioi 3a criuHy 37bgy. Tam,
3aKpsIXTEB OT OOJH, yrasl eme OJUH BBICKOUMBINMI pa3O0OMHUK C yKe TOpYalluM KyCOYKOM JIbAa
U3 TOJIOBBI.

Hauanace OoliHs, re B TIEpBYIO ovepep ObLIO OOJbIe IIyMa, YeM caMou Jpaku. Pa36oii-
HUKH HECKOJIbKO pa3 MaJIbHYJIU 10 pedsTaMm, 3aTeM YCIIOKOMIIUCh, O0SICh 3a]1eTh MY)KUYMHY B [TMHHOM
nanbto. CpeHero pocra 37b(, MO YeJOBeUYeCKMM MepKaM, He CMOT OTOOpaTh OpY:KHE Y BBICOKOTO
Y KPYITHOTO TJiaBapsi pa300MHUKOB. MyKUMHA MPOCTO BBIPBAJ OPYKHE U3 €ro pyK W MHYJ CHIIBHO
HOroM, oryero ®Puimyc oTieTes Ha3a/l, EPEeKaTUBIINCh Yepe3 CIHHY.

— Yt0 32 YepTOBO KOJJOBCTBO?! — BOCKJIMKHYJ TJIaBaph OaH[IBI, YBUICB TOPYAIIUN OCKOJIOK
JIb/Ia W3 TOJIOBBI TOBAPHUIIIA.

— Bam oHO 3HaTh He HYXHO! — PEIIUTETHHO OTBETUJI IOHBIA MOBEJIUTENb XOJIOA ¥ BCKUHYJ
PYKH, OOMIJIBHO MOK PIBASI JIbIOM HOTY MYKUMHBI 1 3eMJTI0. TOT He B cujtax ObUT CIBUHYThCSI, HO BCKU-
HYJI py’Xbe, IEJISICh B TIAPHUIIIKY.

— AJiekc, B CTOpOHY! — ycabliai oH royioc anbga. Eqsa napeHs cienat mar BieBo, CO CBUCTOM
MHMO HETO MPOHEC/Iach CTpelia, BOH3UBIIKCH B PYKY I1aBapio. TOT 3akpryal, BHITYCTHB U3 PYK OpY-
XKHe.

— Ox, uept! — TOJIBKO M YyCIieN KPUKHYTh AJIEKCaH/p, PE3KO MpbIras U Mpsyach 3a MOBO3KOM.
Kak Tompko AJiekca nepecrtail 3aropakiMBarth CIIUHOW I71aBaph, B HETO HAYaIM MaJIUTh Pa300WHUKH,
YTO CIESIWIN 32 HUMH U3 Jeca. JIomaayu rpoMKO 3ap:Kaii, UCITYTaBIIUCh BBHICTPEJIOB U JIBUHYJIHChH
aasblie, yTsaruBas 3a codoi moBo3ky. Heckonbko crpern ot duimyca MpoHECIUCh B CTOPOHY Jieca.
JIBa KpHKa COOOIIMII O TOYHOM TIOMAAaHUU B 1IEJb.

— JlaBaii 3anpbirviBaid B IOBO3KY! — KPUKHYJ AJIEKC CBOEMY JpyTy, CO3[aBasi JIEISTHOU LIUT
Ha pyKe, KOTOPBIA TO U JIeJI0 MOCTENEHHO pa3pyliajics OT BHICTPEJIOB M OCBHINAJICS JIEASTHBIMU OCKOJI-
KaMU Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Tenepsb ThI, 51 IPUKPOIO! — OTBETHII €My 3Jb(, y&Ke CU/IS B IOBO3KE U IIEJISICh HA BBIIIEIINX
U3 Jieca pa30OMHUKOB. AJIEKC yAJIMHWII JIEASTHOW IIUT U COEAMHIII €T0 C 3eMJIel, OyKBaJIbHO COTBO-
PUB HEOOJBIIYIO JIS/ISIHYIO CTEHY Ha IyTH pa300iHUKOB. HedTto moxoskee OH yxe Jaesaj, TPeHUPYsCh
C cONJaTaMu OTLA. 3aTeM MOBepHYJICs U nmodexa K Puimycy, T0roHsisl TIOBO3KY.

— A Hy crosaTs! MbI TeOs1 Bc€ paBHO HaiiaeM! KonnoBckoe oTposbe! — Kpuvasn eMy Bejies riia-
Baphb, MMOKA €ro JIOAH IMBITATUCh Pa3OuTh JieAsHYI0 CTeHy. VI MM 3TO JOBOJBHO OBICTPO yAATIOCh —
CJIOH JibJa OBbUT JOBOJIBHO TOHKUM. OHU MTPOCKOUWIIM B KPYITHOE OTBEPCTHE U MPUHSUIUCH CTPENIATD
no pedsrtam. Ho crpesnsl anba OblM Kyzia TOYHEe, U OpyXHUs MaJajil U3 pyK pa30OHHUKOB OIHO
3a IpyruM. Pa30OMHMKYM KpUuasil TPOKJISTUSL BCJed pedsaTaM, Nepikach 3a UCTEKAIOIINe KPOBBIO
PyKU. Db He MbITAICS UX YOUTb, HO PaHWI JOCTATOYHO CUJIBHO, YTOOBI OOJIbIIIE OHM HE CMOTJIH
B3SITh B PYKU PYXbsl 1 BUHTOBKH.

— T kak? — cipocuit AJIeKCaHIp CBOETO JIpyra, 3a0paBIIKCh B TIOBO3KY U TSIKENO JbIIIA.

— Xopomo. Cronbko sMoumid, npasaa? A 1ol kak? He paHeH? — noBepHyscsl K HEMY b,
KOrja pa300oMHUKH ObUTH yXke TOCTAaTOYHO JAJIeKO.

— Her, cnaBa Bory. [la, el paB. D10 ObLIO 3axBaThiBatome! 1 UCIBITAT U CTpax, U MPUIUB
aJipeHaJIMHa OJJHOBPEMEHHO! — BOCTOPKEHHO, HO C BOJIHEHUEM MTPOU3HEC AJIEKC, BCE ellé MbITasiCh
otapimarbes. — C JomaagpMu CipaBUIIbes?
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— Ha, HeT npodsieM. — ynbpiOasich OTBETHII b, B JIBA CUETa OKA3aBIIKCh HA MECTE BO3HMIIBI
Y B34B yIPaBJIEHUE B CBOU yMellble pyKH. — JloeieM ¢ BeTepkoMm !

Crenyroniye HeCKOIbKO JTHEH MPOIILIH CIIOKOWHEe. 3a 9TO BpeMs pedsiTa HECKOJIBKO pa3 OcTa-
HABJIMBAJIMCh 3aKYIMUThCS MPOAYKTAMM, HO MpoOieM OOoJbllle Ha MX MyTH He BO3HUKAJO. TOJIbKO
JHOJY C yIMBJICHUEM CMOTPEJIM Ha CTPAHHBIX PEOSIT C JIyKOM M MEYOM 3a CITUHOM. [1J1s1 BTOpo# moJio-
BUHBI JIB/ILIATOTO BEKa 3TO M MpaBJia BHIISIEIO CTpPaHHO. B mocneHuii pa3 UM MpHUILIOCh 0OMe-
HSTH JIOIIAEH C IOBO3KOM Ha BOBMOXHOCTb MIEPEHOYEBATh U B3SITh C COO0M enpl. Pazymeercs, cBepx
3TOro UM ell€ ¥ HeMHOro 3arutatiiy. Ho naru ocraBasiock coBceM HeMHoro. [Ipyroe aeso, 4to Haitu
OaIrHI0 MaroB OBUTO HE TaK JIETKO, KaK XOTeI0Ch Obl. Marndeckas 3aiuTa CKpbiBajia e€ OT JTIOICKUX
7123, HO BOJIIeOHbI KoMiac Punmyca 10KeH ObUT IIOMOYb pedsiTam.

— Hy, uto Tam, ®un? — HereprnenuBo npousHec Asiekc. OHE OpPOAUIIM TIO MYCTOMY TIOJTIO yXkKe
HECKOJIbKO YacOB M HU KOHIIA, HU Kpasi He BUJEIU. — YiKe Jaxe BOJIIEOHBIH TUIall He TIOMOTaeT.
7Kapko oueHsb. S cKOpo cBaproCh.

— He cBapuibces. Tl sxe npunil JIbaa u CaexHoro nokposa. Thl, ckopee Bcero, mpocTo pacta-
ellb ¥ PEeBPATUIIILCS B TIap, BOT U BCE, — 3alyMUYMBO Vs B KOMIIAC, MEJIEHHO rpou3Hec du,
cTapasich He OTBJIEKAThCS OT Jea.

— Cepbe3HO?! — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CITPOCKJT IOHBIN TTOBEJIUTEIH XOJIO/A.

— AJIeKC... — C COMHEHHEM MMOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO 371b(), HO HE CTaJl pacCKpbIBaTh CBOEW IIYTKU
u niponoukuit: — Hy, pazymeercs.

— Oii, ma uam Te1. ONATH capka3Mupyelb? YiacToiid XBacTyH! — 0OMXeHHO mpou3Hec AJIeKc.

— Yro nmenaio? — 3acMmesuicsa Ou.

— Hagaii umu Ham OanHio! XBaTUT OTBJIEKAThCsI! — YCMEXHYJICS B OTBET IOHOIIIA.

— V MeHs koMmrmiac ¢ yma corren... Kpyturces, kak OellleHblll, — pe3KO OCTAaHOBWJICS b
Ha ofHOM Mmecre. — [loxoxe, rue-1o TyT. ..

— He rne-to, a TyT, — NpoM3HeC HACMENUTMBO HU3KUI TOJIOC B3POCIOTr0 MYKUUHBL. — KTO BbI
TaKKe ¥ 3a4eM BTOPIVIUCH B HAIII oM ?

— A oM re? 3aech uto yiu? — cripocui 31bg B MYCTOTY, OIJISIbIBASICH BOKPYT.

Yucroe mosie, HeOOBIION BETEPOK U sIpKOe Tervioe conHile. Hukakux tede monei B MaHTHSIX
WM 00eIaHHoN OalHu He HAOII0IaI0Ch.

— D70 Kak B CKa3Ke, MOMHHIIb? TaM MyXHK C BETPOM pa3roBapuBall, M C sICEHEM pa3roBapu-
BaJI, U ¢ OEJIOUKOM, KakKKCh, TOXKE pa3roBapuBal... BoT Mbl Tenepb Takue *ke. [Toxoxke, 3Ta CBOJIO-
YHMHA U3 JEPEBHU HaM CTapble rpuObl ipoaai! — 3M00HO MPOU3HEC AJIEKC, BIVISIBIBASICH B IAPSIIYIO
MyCTOTY BOKPYT.

— Ox u mypaku BbI, pebsata. Eciu Obl He 3HaJI, KTO BB Takue, 51 Obl HaJ] BAMU TOM3/IEBAJICS,
Kak crnenyet. Ho na nmagHo, 106po rnoxanoBarh B OAIIHIO MaroB, — YCMeXHYJICS TOJIOC, 1 MUP BOKPYT
MeJJIEHHO HavyaJl peoOpaxkaThCsl.

[Norne ¢ coNMHBIIKOM HaYaIM MCUe3aTh, B I71a3aM peOsAT HACTOSAIIYIO OAIIHIO MaroB OrpoM-
HBIX Pa3MEPOB B BBICOTY U IUPUHY, Kpasi KOTOPOW PasIIsijieTh Ka3ajdoch HEBO3MOXHBIM. A BOKPYT
JIMIIb BBUKKEHHAS 3eMJISI M cepoe HeOO C 3aMETHO YCHJIMBIIMMCS BETPOM, UTO Tperasl BOIIICOHBIH
TU1aIl] FOHOTO TIOBEJIUTENS X0JI0/a.

— Mens 30ByT Pukac. {I apxumar HECKOJIbKMX HAIlPABJIEHUN W OJUH U3 CTapIIMX y4uTesen
3TOro MecTa. 5l XOpOIIIo 3HAI0 ¥ YBaXKalo BAIlIMX OTIIOB, TAK YTO MOXKeETE MPOXOAUTh. UyBCTBY#iTE cebsl,
Kak JIOMa, HO TIOMHHUTE, YTO BBl B TOCTSIX, — IIPOU3HEC MY)KUYMHA C BUTUEBATHIM TIOCOXOM B PYyKax,
Ha BEPXYIIKEe KOTOPOTo CHsiT (PUOJIETOBBIA KAMEHb C UCKPSIIIIUMUCS MOJTHUSIMHA BHYTPH.

— Yro 3aech nponsonuio? — cupocust Puinyc, IsA/si Ha pa3BaJHbl BOKPYT OalllHU U UTHOPU-
pys IIyTKYy apxyumara.

— 000, 310 crapas necHs. JJaBHBIM-JaBHO 3/1eCh OblJIa BOMHA MEX]ly OpICHOM MaroB U TWJIb-
avelt yowiitl. Ml efiBa BROKIIIM TOra. B mporiecce cpakeHusl Ha HAC Hanaym emé u qeMonbl. OHU
TO/Ira1ajli MOMEHT, KOT/Ia JiBa JIYYIIMX BOMCKA YeJIOBEYECTBA PEIIMINA UCTPEOUTh Ipyr Ipyra. Mbl

45



D. Klose. «JI€n n muamsa. BlackFire Universe»

Ha TOT MOMEHT yKe TIOHECH OOJIbIIue MOTepH, Kak U youiisl. ’KyTkoe Obi10 Bpemsi. f Toraa ObLt
emé JOBOJBHO MOJIOABIM Marom. YymoM ocTajics KuB, Oaroiapsi OJHOMY M3 BEeJMYANIIINX BOUHOB
TWJIbAWH YOI, HA/I0 CKa3aTb. — MOAAAJICS BOCTIOMUHAHUAM PrKac, Benist 3a coO0i MOJIOIBIX peodsT. —
A 3aTem, Ha 3TOM CaMOM MecCTe, PelIeHO ObLIO TOCTPOUTH OAIHIO MaroB, YTO CTaja HaM HOBBIM
noMoM. B 3HaK mpumupeHs Tuibavst yOuiin coopasia Bce CBOM pecypehl, Oarogaps 4eMy 9T0 M CTajio
BO3MOXKHBIM.

— NHatepecHo. A pa3Be Maru He CUiIbHee JIIOOBIX BOMHOB? — YAMBICHHO CITPOCHIT AJIeKCaHIp,
YCJIBIIIAB O KPOBOMPOJIUTHON BOMHE MEX/ly MaraMy U acCCaCUHAMU.

— Ha, 310 neiicTBuTenbHO Tak. Ho TONMBKO ecii peub MAeT He O BOMHAX THJIbAUW YOWIALL.
Onu ObICTpBIe, OeclTyMHbIe M HAXOM4YMBBIE. Tak ke KakIblii U3 HUX 001aJaeT XOPOILINM WHTEJIeK-
ToM. JlelyKTUBHOE MBIIIUICHHE, TAKTHKA BeJeHUs 005, BlaJlecHne BCEMHU BUIAMU OPYXHUsS U OOEBBIX
UCKycCTB. Bc€ 9T0 cenano ux Iydimmmuy BOMHaMH YesioBevyectBa. Hajo nmpusHath, 0T00p TONBKO ISt
oOyueHHsl Y HUX HACTOJIBKO CJIOKEH, YTO He KaKIblii BBUKMBAET Tocie camoro otoopa. Ho He kax-
10T0 K 0TOOpY ¥ gomyctsT. OT Toro ceituac ux He HabOepeTcs U coTHU. K HalieMy BpeMeHH MX YKCIIO
CUJIBHO COKpaTuiiock. Ho axe AECATOK TaKMX BOMHOB MOTYT IPHUHECTH OTPOMHYIO TOJIB3Y IIEI0N
apMHM WM HAHECTH HE MEHee Cephe3HbI Bpejl, — OUYeHb 3aHATHO paccKas3blBasl apxuMmar. A pedsiTa
OTMETHJIH, YTO YUUTHCS Y TAKOTO YeIOBEKa, HABEPHOE, JOBOJIBHO MHTEPECHO.

— Obanners. 4 1 He 3HAJ, YTO OHU HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHBI, — TIOKA4asl FOJIOBOM 1ba.

OHHM 1K TTO OTPOMHOMY XOJUTY C PE3HBIMU KOJIOHHAMH, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX HaJl CaMbIM MOTOJI-
KOM JIeTaJI HeOOJbIIINE CBETIIbIE IIAPUKHU, OCBEIasi KOMHATY HACTOJIBKO SIPKO, YTO Ka3aJioch, OYATO
ceiyac sICHbIM AeHb. A MPOW/sl Yepe3 apKy C BHIIPAaBUPOBAHHBIMU HAIMCSMU B JUIMHHBIN KOPUIOP,
OHM OOHAPYXKUJIM CTATYI0 KPACKBON BOMHCTBEHHOM JIEBYIIKH BO BECh POCT, UTO JiepKajia ABa KOPOT-
KHMX KMHXajla B CBOMX pykax. Ho omgHa metans cuiibHO 6pocasach B 171a3a. 3a e€ criHoM ObUIM pac-
KHMHYTHI BHYIIUTEJIBHOTO pa3Mepa KpbUTbsl, KaK y JIeTy4nx Muliiei. [IpucmoTpeBivics ke, pedsita
3aMETWJIM 1 BEPTUKAJIbHbIE 3pauKy. A BBIIPABUPOBAHHAS 30JI0TOM HaIUCh BHU3Y riacuia: «[lover-
HBII TOCTh OpJIEHA MaroB M CHJIbHEHIIMIA YJIeH THIbauu youiin — Buktopus Tuame».

— D10 Bamrup? Pa3Be B TWIbAMIO YOUIALl BXOAAT HE TOJIBKO JIIOIU ? — YOUBHJICS 71b(, He 0Opa-
I11ast TOJIKOM BHUMAHMSI Ha HAJIKCh, HO 33/IaBIIIMCh BOIIPOCOM IpUeMa B TMJIBAUIO YOUHII.

— Jla, ona Bammup. § cam TOYHO He 3HaI0 OIPoOHOCTel. To JI1 O TOM, YTO OHA BAMITHP, HUKTO
He 3HaJI BO BpeMsi 0TOOpa, TO JIM OHA JIOKa3aja yxke TOr/a, YTo YeJoBeyecKas CTOpOHA B Hell CHITbHEE.
Ho B m060M cityyae, K MOMEHTY HaIllero ¢ Hell 3HAKOMCTBA OHa YK€ He CKpbIBajia CBOEW CYITHOCTH.
J171s1 He€ caenany UCKITIoUYeHre, BeJb OHA HAaTIOJIOBUHY uelioBeK. K ToMy ke oHa Obl1a TMIepOM OIHOTO
U3 OTPSAJIOB, YTO MPUHUMAJIH YYaCTHE B CIIACHTENIHHOM OMepaliu, — OObSCHUI apXumar peosTam.

— A Kak BbI C HEWl TO3HAKOMUJIUCH? — CITPOCHIT AJIEKC.

— OHa TOT BOMH, 4TO criac MeHsi oT cMepTH. OHa ke JOroBOpHIach O MUpPE MesK/1y HaMU U TYJTb-
aueit youiin. C Tex caMbIX MOp Halll COI03 OCTaeTCsl HEPYIIMMbIM, — YJIBIOHYJICS PrKkac, moBepHyB-
IIMCh JIUIIOM K pedstaM. — A Termepb rOBOPHTE, YTO y BacC 3a MOCJIaHUE K HaM. §] He TIOBepIo, UTO BbI
MIPUIILTA TIPOCTO MOCTYIIATh MOU PACCKa3Hbl.

— Orer Besen nepegath BaM 3710 MUCcbMO. OH TOBOPHT, YTO JIEMOHBI TUIAHUPYIOT BOCCTAHUE, —
otBeTms1 Punmyc, 10cTaBast U3 CyMKH IMUCHMO C TIedaThio Koposi CaHKTHTaca.

—Yrt0 %), XOpoI110. MBI C BEpXOBHBIM MaroM U3y4rM €ro 1 IMPUIJIacuM Bac. A MoKa pacronaramn-
TECh BOH B TOM KOMHATE, YTO $1 [JIsI BAC BBIIEIII, M OTIOXHHTE, KaK cieayeT. S1 BUKY, 4TO BBl YCTaJIH
C Joporu, — PUKac B3su1 IMCHMO U JKECTOM yKa3ajl peGsitTaM Ha MPUOTKPBITYIO IEPEBSHHYIO JBEPb.

— 9710 npasaa. Cnacubo Bam Oosbinoe, Pukac, — modmarogapui ero Ajekc v epBbIM MIArHyJ I
BHYTPb.

KomHarka okazanach He Takoi yk W OOJIBIIONH, HO MeCTa BIIOJHE XBaTajlo Ha JIBE€ KPOBATH,
BBICOKHMH MIKad ¥ rnapy TyMO BO3JIe KaXI0W KPOBAaTU. A UTO em¢ HY)KHO YYeHUKam?

— Kast, MBI TENIETIOPTUPOBATHCS HE MOXkeM 00paTHO. [Ipuiercs onsTh UITH CTOJIBKO AHEH. .. —
kanoOHO npoTsHy1 Punnyc, pa3BaJMBIIMCh HA KPOBATH.
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— A pasBe nepeMelieHus U3 OHOIO MEeCTa B JIpyroe BO3MOXKHBI? — 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS IOHBIN
MOBEJIUTEJIb XOJIOJA.

— Koneuno! YToObl OTKPHITH TENEMOPTHL B APYTYIO YacTh PEasIbHOCTU WM BPEMEHH, CyIlle-
CTBYET CIIELIMATBHBIN MOPOIIIOK, — OOBSICHIIT eMy Dunmyc.

— Yt0 32 NOpoIIoK? — cupocui AJekc.

— Hu 3a uyTo He porajgaenbes, Kak OH Ha3blBaeTcsi! — cenan 3aralouyHyio MUHY JIpyrT 7bd.

— U kak xe? — ax mpucen ot JIIOOOMBITCTBA €r0 JPYT.

— Iopormok tenenoprarmu! — ropao Beiaan Out, u pedsTa 3aIUIUCh APYKHBIM CMEXOM.

— Jla yx, BecbMa TBOPUECKOE Ha3BaHUE! — OTBETUJT AJIEKCaH/Ip, 3aJIMBAsCh CMEXOM.

— Ectpb onHa nerenna, gaxe ckopee Mud. YTo OfMH BEIMKHUIA Mar U3 poja JIOACKOTo o0agan
CUJIAMHU BCEX MEPBOPOIHBIX CTUXUIA. ['OBOPST, OH MOT HE TOJILKO TEJIETIOPTUPOBATHCS B pa3HbIe TOUKU
IUIaHEThI, HO U NIepeMellaThCsl BO BpeMeHu! — 3arajiouHo npousHec dummyc.

— Jla Hy, 3TO YK TOYHO BpSJi JIU... — C IBHBIM COMHEHHEM B rojioce MpoTsIHY/ AJIEKC, CHOBA
YKJIaAbIBasICh HA KPOBATh CIIMHOM BBEPX, — YTO-TO 51 HE CJIBIILIA [TPO Takoro... W kak ero 3Baiu?

— A yepr ero 3HaeT, Kak ero ums... OH B EBporie B To Bpemst Obu1. KaskeTcs, ero Tam nmpo3Bajiu
He To Bk 1 uto-T0 TaMm. .. Kakercs Ha BaieM pycckoMm 3By4uT, kKak YepHslid Orons. Bot Takue BoT
nena, — 3a4ecall rojioBy Jbd.

— ®u1, TH CIMIIKOM MHOTO YWTaellb, — OTBEPHYJICA K CTEHKE IOHBII MOBEJIMTEINb XOJIOAA. —
JlaBaii Jydiiie ocrum, rnoka ecTb Takasi BO3MOXHOCTb.

— Co-o0-orna-a-aceH, — nmpoTsHy1 Puinyc, Mocjie 4ero cMayHoO 3€BHYJ U Jier IMoynoOHee
Ha CBOEW KpoBaru.

YTpoM OHM MO3aBTpaKaav W ObUTM BBI3BAHBI K BEPXOBHOMY Mary B KaOHMHET, riie OH mooa-
rofapui MX 3a OKa3aHHOE COfIeNCTBHE M O(UIIMAIBHO TIPHHSUT B psibl oprieHa XpaHuteneid. Kabu-
HET IPOCTO KUIIEJ Marn4ecKMMHU IpeMeTaMy U BEelllaMH, HO Ha paccMaTpUBaHUE BPEMEHHU, YBBI,
He ObUT0. BepXOBHBIN Mar CHsUI Ha BpeMsl 3alIUTy C OalllHU M OTMIOBECTHJI BCeX WIEHOB opieHa Xpa-
HUTEJIeH O MPeCTOsAIIeH yrpo3e. A TMociie OTIpaBul pedsAT 0OOpaTHO TOMOM, CHAPSIIUB KaK CJIeIyeT
npoBu3ueil. JJaObl 1eMOHBI HE CMOIJIA UX OTCJIEAUTH, TPUMEHUTh Mario MepeMeleHus Ha JajibHee
paccTosiHe OHM He MOIJIM, HO IO KpailHel mepe Pukac B mape ¢ enié oqHUM apXUMaroM opreHa
CyMeJIU COKPATHUTh MyTh PeOSIT MOUTH BABOE. DTO TOXKE HE MOIJIO He pagoBark. Ha 3ToM ux myrerre-
CTBUE K OalllHe 3aKOHYMIJIOCH, HO TIPUKJTIOUEHHUsT PeOsIT emE TOIBKO HAYMHAIOTCS. . .
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I'naBa 6

INo myTr Ha3aj pedsATaM NPUILIOCH MApy pa3 BCTynuTh B 60i. [TpaBaa, 6oem 310 Ha3BaTh ObUIO
cnoxHo. Ckopee HeOOJTbIIHE CTHIUKH, U Ha STOT pa3 He C pPa30OMHUKaMHU, a C HU3IIETO YPOBHS JeMO-
Hamu. EcTb Takast pa3HOBUAHOCTb JEMOHMYECKOM TBAPH, KaK I'yJIb. BRINJIIAT OHY BeChMa ypOILIUBO,
XOT$ ¥ SIBJISIIOTCS] TYMAHOMJOMIOJOOHBIMH CyITIecTBaMHU. [I0THOCTBIO JIMIIIEHHBIE BOJIOC TI0 BCEMY TeIy,
6e3Hochle u Oe3ryoble. OHHM, Kak MpaBWJIO, JOBOJBHO KPYIHBI B CpPaBHEHHHU C uesioBeKOM. UyTb
OoJbIIIe IBYX METPOB POCTa U C BECbMa HEIIOXOM MbleyHoi Maccoid. Ho 6e3ymHuo tymbl. Cityxar
JIMIIb JUTST TOTO, YTOOBI CITyIIATh U NepeaBaTh WH(POPMAIMIO BBICIIMM JieMOHaM. [la 1 To, ¢ 3TUM
YacTO BOZHHUKAIOT MPOOJIEMBI B CBSI3U C MX CKYIHBIM MHTEJUIEKTOM. JIMOO Tyju MpUroXkaaloTcs, ecu
MOHAJJOOUTCS YTO-TO T7Ie-TO YKPACTh. A 3a4acTylo MX U BOBCE UCHOJIB3YIOT, KaK MyIIeYHOe MSICO, ITycC-
Kasl epBeIMH B 00#1. Haimiim reposim He cocTaBUJIo TpyAa ux nooeauTs. biaro Ha mytu uM Oosblie
MApOYKH I'yJIel 3a pa3 He BCTPETUIIOCh.

Pebsta HUT/IE HE OCTAaHABIMBAIMCH HAHOJTO, MPAKTUYECKU BCE BPeMsl HAXOIsCh B ABUKEHUU.
Bckope onu BepHysmch B BommeOHbii siec, rae ux Berperus koponb Cankrutac. Oten Punmyca
CO CBOMMH BOMHAMHU JOBOJBHO OBICTPO, HO He Oe3 MoTeph OTOWIJICA OT MPOIIJION aTaKu JIEMOHOB,
U Terepb b(bl BOBCIO 3aHUMAJIUCh PEMOHTOM 3aMKa U YJIydllleHreM ero 00opoHbl. Puimyc mpo-
111es1 00psi] COBEPIIEHHONETHS YCIIEITHO, U eMy, HaKOHell, Aanu JuyHoe uMs. Ero pagoctu He 610
npezena. Teneps ero 3sam @opruc FOBennc Carutrapuyc, yTo 03Ha4ano «Xpaopslit JlyaHuk» (4to
HE YAUBUTENBHO MOCTIe ero MPUKJIIOYeHHs 1o Jopore K OarrHe u oOparHo). [la-n1a, uMeHa y 31b¢oB
BCerja 03Ha4aloT YTO-TO KOHKPETHOE U JIIOSIM 3a4acTyI0 KKyTCsl CTpaHHBIMU. BripoueM, Tak ObLIO
panbirie. Ceityac OONBIIMHCTBO JIIOJeN HUYETo He 3HAJIM O CYIIeCTBOBAHUM Tb(OB. AJIeKC ke, B CBOIO
odepe/ib, JIETKO HallleJl HOBOMY UMEHH JpyTra COKpamieHue 1 Terepb 3Ba ero mpocto «®Pop». K ciopy
TOBODsI, TPY TOPKECTBEHHOM IPE/ICTABJICHUN KOPOJIEBCKOW 0COOBI Y 37Tb(hOB MPUHSATO HA3BIBATH MOJI-
HOCTBI0 00a UMEHH, TaK KaK CTapoe MMsI YKa3blBaeT Ha ceMelHble Y3bl. [103TOMY Ha JJHE POKIEHUS
dopa, nozapasiss ero, kKopoib CaHKTUTAC 0OPATUJICS K HEMY TOJHOCTBIO:

— ®opruc OBennc Carurrapuyc, @unmuyc Jomuan Jlydnc, OTHBIHE U HaBceria OObsBIISIO TeOs
JOCTOMHBIM MY>KeM Hapofia 1b()OB ¥ MOUM HACJIEJHUKOM, — [TPOTOBOPHJI KOPOJIb, U BCE TOCTHU MOKJIO-
HWINCh B 3HAK YBaKCHUSI.

Tak ke, KOMy MHTEPECHO, CTOUT 3HaTh, YTO TMOCJE CMEPTH OTIIa OKOHYAHWE UMEHH 3bda
HemHOro MeHsiercsi. Hanpumep, ®opa OyayT 3Bath — @opruc FOBenuc Carurrapuyc, @ummyc CaHk-
tutac. Ho Oyaem HaziesiThesl, TO JI0 TAKUX M3MEHEHHH elle OYeHb U OYEeHb PaHO.

Cnycms name nem:

[Tpornuio yxe foarux nsth JeT, ¥ BOWHA JEeHCTBUTENIBHO HaYalach. AJIEKCaHIp MOTPaTUI mep-
Bble /IBa rofa Ha noucku ®miim. OH pacckasali, HaKOHeI], CBOeMY JIPYry O CIIyYMBIIEMCS, ¥ TOT
MIOMOTaJI éMY B ITOMCKaxX BO3MoOIeHHOW. OHM UcKau e€ 1o Beelt Poccun 1 jaske B HEKOTOPBIX COCeI-
HUX CTpaHax, HO TaK M He cMOIIM HaiuTh. [leByika ynuia 6e3BO3BpaTHO, He kejasi O0JbIle BUICTh
MapHs, KOTOPOro, Ka3ajoch Obl, JIIOOWIA. .. A MOXET, OHa TOBOPHJIA MTPAB.Y, U JICHCTBUTEIFHO HUKA-
KO JTIOOBH HE ObUTO?

C TakuMu MBICTIAMHU AJIEKC CTaJl COBCEM XOJIOAHBIM M 3ariep BCE Xopoiiiee, 4To ObUIO B HEM,
B IyOMHE cBoero cepiia. EMWHCTBEHHOHM ero JoOMMOUM SMOIIMEH Tereph sIBIsIach HEHABHCTb.
A TaMATh 0 ero I0OpPOM MPOIUIOM OCTaJIaCh COKPBITA BHYTPU €ro JHEBHUKA, KOTOPHIA OH BpeMs
OT BpeMEHH BeJl, 3aIKChIBasi CBOU MTPUKITIOUSHHMS. 3a TIOCIIeTHUE MSITh JIeT OH Pa3BsA3ajl BOWHY CO MHO-
T'MMU pacaMu, KOTOpbIe ObUTH He COTJIACHHI C €T0 PeICHUSIMA Ha4aTh OTKPHITYIO BOMHY IIPOTUB JEMO-
HOB. HekoTophble pachl CUMTAIIN, YTO HE CTOMT TPEBOXKUTH JIEMOHOB, ¥ OHU HE CTAaHYT HaIaiaTh U Tpe-
BOJKUTD X B OTBET. AJIEKC CUMTaII coBepilieHHO nHaue! Ero 6071b OT HepasaeieHHOM TI0OBU MOPOnIIa
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B HEM sipocTh. M 3Ta sipocTh HaiwIa cebe MyTh B BUE CBETJION Liesu opaeHa Xpanutenei. Bes ero
SIPOCTb ¥ HEHABHUCTh OTHBIHE OBUTH HAINpaBJIeHbl Ha OOPbOY C IEMOHAMHU.

OpHaxapl AJIeKCaHAp MPUCYTCTBOBAI HA coBeTe XpaHuTesnaed BMmecto orTma. OH ykKe Chic-
KaJl CJIaBy XOPOIIIEr0 BOMHA U BEJIMKOTO CTpaTera, MO3TOMY ero MPUHUMAIIH JIOCTaTOUYHO Cepbhe3HO,
HECMOTPs1 Ha MOJIOZION Bo3pacT. Ha coBeTe HMKAaK He MOIJIM PElIUTh, UATH JIX B HACTYIIJICHHUE MTPO-
THB JIMOHOB CelYac WM KaTh UX CJAEAYIOIIEro Iara, KOTOPbIA MOT' PACKPHITh X TaHBIE CXPOHBI
Ha 3emute. Db(bl ObUTM COTTTACHBI C AJIEKCOM ¥ ObLIIM TOTOBBI aTaKOBaTh JeMOHOB. [10o1aBUTh BOMHY
B 3apofplilie, TaK CKa3aTh, M HE JIaTh €l MepepacTy B eIE OIHy MHUPOBYIO BOWHY, HO yke C Kyda
oonpimmMu Macmtabamu. Ho rHOMBI 1 (hen OKazaiuch UCKIIOUUTETbHO MPOTHB. Maru ke u japa-
KOHBI OCTaBAJIMCh HEUTPAJIbHBI, IPUHSIB PEIICHUE, YTO COTIACATCS C MHEHHUEM OOJbIIMHCTBA. Mexk 1y
TI0CJIOM THOMOB M AJIEKCOM pa3pa3mniiCsl HACTOSIIMI CKaHJal.

— He cnenyet numinmii pa3 TpeBOKUTH IEMOHOB, MX CIIMIIKOM MHOro! Ham Hy>kHO Jtydiiie noj-
TOTOBUTHCS! — KpUYasl mocosl THoMoB 1o uMenn CarmeHTtust [omyom.

— ¥V Bac 6bU10 J10cTaTOUHO BpemeHu! Yike OoJblie IBYX JIET Mbl rOTOBUMCS K BoiHe! Eciu
Bbl OOMTECh BOEBaTh, TO XPaOpPOCTh THOMOB SIBHO MpPEYBEIMYMBAIOT! A €ClM BBl JEHCTBUTEIIBHO
HE TOTOBBI, TO Ballla TOMOIIIb B 3TOH BoiHe TineTHa! Ham He HyXHBI COI03HUKY, TSHYIIME HAC K TTOpa-
KeHUI0! — rpy0o BBIIAT YiKe N3PSITHO BO3MY KaBIINI AJIeKCaHp, CTAaBIIHIA OoJiee MOX0KMUM Ha B3pOC-
JIOTO ¥ CJTBHOTO MYXXYHMHY, HEXeJIM Ha I0HOTO MaJIbUMKa.

— Jla KaK Tl CMeelllb, IEHOK ! — 3a0pasi THOM, XBaTasi CeKupy. — Jlaxke HeCMOTpsI Ha yBaXkeHUe
K TBOEMY OTILY, s IPOCTO 00s13aH TeOsI POYyIUTh!

— Thb1 He GomIibes, KOTa AENO0 KacaeTcs TeX, KTo muiaie 1ebsi, 3aTo OT BUJA apMHUU IEMOHOB
TOTOB CIIPSITAThCS Y cedsl TOJ 3emuieli! — He codupascsi ciaBaTbesi AJIeKC, BOR/IS B IUKYIO SIPOCTb.

— 41 youio TeOs1! — 3apeBen CanmeHTus1, HaOpackiBasich Ha Mopo3osa.

Ho ToT yBepHyncst OT ymapa CEeKupbl M, OKa3aBIIMCh COOKY OT THOMa, Bpe3aj eMy HOTOM
10 rosioBe. KOHUMKYM BOMIIEOHBIX canor ObUIM M3 XOPOIIEH CTaH U eBa HE PaCCEKJIM TOMY TOJIOBY.
Ho rHoMb# rosioBa okazaiachk Kpemnye, YeM Ha TepBbIid B3I/,

— IIpekpatutsb! — 3akpryai Koposb BommeOHoro ieca, HO He TYT-TO ObLIO.

— 4l He crany 3710 TeprieTsb! f mepenam BceMy FTHOMbEMY COBETY O €r0 MOCTYIIKE, U Mbl OObSIBUM
BOIHY ceMbe Mopo30BbIX! — MpOKpHUal OOMKEHHbIN 1MOco. — B yobom ciydae, HallieMy ¢ HUMH
COI03y KOHelI!

VYaapuTh cyniecTBO HEOONBIIOrO POCTa HOTOH MO TOJOBE OBUIO MPOCTO BEPXOM YHHKEHHS.
['HOM cHOBa mombITaICS AOCTaTh AJIeKca, HO TOT yCIel BOBPeMsI OTCKOUUTh Ha3a/l, U THOMbSI CEKHpPa
nporia MUMo. C MOMOILBI0 CBOMX CHJT AJIEKCaHAP CO3AaJI JIEASHOM KJIMHOK KakK MPOJIOJIKEHUE Ipa-
BOW PYKHU W B INpPbDKKE HaHEC yAap B JHIO rHOMa. TOT enBa ycnea MPUKPBITHCS MIMTOM, O KOTO-
pbIid pa3OmICs JIeATHON KJIMHOK, OCTaBUB JIMIIIL TONYIO PyKy AJjiekca. CanmeHTus1, B CBOIO OYepe/b,
OTTOJIKHYJ OT ceOsl Iep3KOro I0HOIy M HaHec pyOsIuil yaap ceKupou cBepxy. [lapeHb oTckoum
BOOK U, HE OCTaHABJIMBASICh, HAHEC OUYEPETHON yIap HOTOM B JIMIIO MPEICTABUTEIISI HEBHICOKOW PACHI.
['HOM ymast Ha CIMHY M Ha TOT pa3 BCTaThb yke He cMor. OH ObLT )KUB, HO MOTYUYHIT CEPhE3HOE COTPSI-
CEHHUE MO3ra.

Boina Gonbinas nrymuxa rocse 31oro. 'HoMmbl TpeboBasiu u3BuHeHMA. PesiM Toxke He TIOHPaBU-
JIOCh TO, Kak Oe3paccyHo Bel ceOst AjeKcaH/ip. A JpaKoHbI PEIIvIv, YTO CTOUT Ha BPEMsI COXPAaHUTh
HerTpamuTeT. TombKo 3b(hbl MO-TPEKHEMY OCTAIMCh HA CTOPOHE ceMbd Mopo3oBbIX. X apyxoOa
11a ObUIa JaBHEW, U OHU HE MOTJIM TIO3BOJIMTH ce0e BOT TaK JIETKO € pa3opBaTh. Maru e No-mpesk-
HEMY OCTAJIUCh HEUTPAJIbHBI, COIIACUBIINCH C MHEHUEM BOKaka JpakoHoB. Tak Asekcanap Mopo-
30B, IOMUMO BOWHBI C JIEMOHAMHU, pa3Bsi3ai ellle ¥ BOWHY ¢ THOMaMH, NMPUOABUB HEHABUCTH (heil
K CBOEH MepCOoHe.

«Koponb» xomona 61 He B BOCTOpre OT TaKMX BECTEW, HO OTKA3aThCsl OT ChIHA HE MOT. AJIeK-
CaH/Ip BMECTe C apMHUell CBOETo OTIIA OYeHb MHOTO BOEBAJI U, HAJO CKa3aTh, 3a4acTyI0 BBIUTPHIBAL.
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A ecny He BHIMTPBIBAJI, TO CTPATErMIYECKU OTCTYIAJI, TIOCTIe Yero Hara/iajl BHOBb, M BCE PaBHO Modena
OCTaBaJIACh 32 HUM.

TakuM BOT 06pa30M MPOIUIO LIENBIX MATh JIET C MOMEHTa 3HaKoMcTBa Asiekca u Pmiim. OH
CTaJ1 ropa3jo MyKE€CTBEHHEE U, HECMOTPsI Ha MOJIOJION BO3PACT, yKe UMEJI CJIaBy IOBOJIBHO KECTOKOTO
BOMHA. B TO ke BpeMsi MHOTHE yBakajli €ro 3a CHIy U HermoOeauMocTb. Tenepb mpekpacHoe JIUIIO
0€JI0BOJIOCOTO MY KYMHBI YKpaIllajia rycras MeTHHA TAaKoro ke Oesoro 1BeTa, Kak 1 ero Bojockl. OH
OoJbIIIe He HOCKIT YepHBIE 1IBETA JIEMOHOB, OI'PAaHUYMBast CBOM BBIOOD JIMIIIL MEXy Oe/IbIM U CHHUM
[[BETOM.

Bor u ceituac, Ha CBOY 0YepeTHOM JIeHb POKISHH S, OH HaJieJ1 OeJible BOJIIICOHbIE CAlTOTH, CHHIE
IITaHbl, OEJTYI0 BOJOJIA3KY U MOBEPX BCErO 3TOrO CBOM BOJIIIEOHBIN TEMHO-CHHUI I11aIll. 3a CIIMHOM
KpacoBaJsicsl TOT ke (DaMUJIbHBIN MeY, CUSIIOIIUNA CHHUM CBeTOM. Meu Toxke ObLT BOJIIIEOHBIM, Kak
1 OOJBIIMHCTBO MOOPsIKYIIEeK Mitaamero Mopo3osa. HanomHio, 4To oH npuiaBai Bia/ielibily Oosblie
3amaca Maru4ecKux CUJI, a TakKe MpeBpala B Jiel BCE, K 4YeMy MpHKacacs.

B at10T pa3 Ha nenb poxaeHus Pop oT Beell cBoel ceMbH moaapuil AJieKCy OYepeHyI0 HOBYIO
3a4apoBaHHYIO Belllb — OeJible nepyaTky. BommedcTa Ob110 B HUX HE OUeHb MHOTO, HO OHU OKa3aJIHCh
JOCTaTOYHO NOJIe3HbI. VX HeBO3MOKHO ObLIO Mope3aThb. [109ToMy Tereps I0HbIN MTOBETUTENb XOI0Aa
rOJIBIMU PYKaMH MOT XBaTaTh MEYM BParoB M Jaxe 3alUIIaThCs OT CTPEl.

®op, K cIIOBY TOBOpSI, TOKE OB YK€ BOBCE HE MAJIBUUIIIKOM. [JOBOJIBHO 4acTO OH BOEBaJI BMe-
cTe ¢ AJIEKCOM M MHOTOMY Hayywics 3a 3T0 Bpems. OH cTajl JIy4yIluM JIyYHUKOM CPeAu Jb(OB.
K Tomy ke BomeOHoe 3eibe, Jaolee eMy KpbUibsl, CAENAI0 ero HeBEPOSITHO OMacHbIM. JleTaormuii
JIyYHHK, HEe 3HAIOIIUI IIpoMaxa — 3TO HEBEpPOsTHOE opyxue B 6010. Ho HecMoTpst Ha 31O, y HEro Bce-
raa ObUTH MTPUTIACEHBI U HECKOJIBKO OyTBUIOUEK JPYTHX BEChbMa MHTEPECHBIX BOIIEOHBIX 3euil. BoT,
BIIPOUEM, M BCE CAMOE MHTEPECHOE, YTO MIPOU3OIILIO 32 TIOCIIeAHUE AT JieT. Teneps ke Asekcanip
coOupaicsl IpU3BaTh BCE JIOCTYITHBIE BOMCKA M MOBECTH WX 3a COOOM B HW)KHUU MHUp, TJie KUBYT
aeMoHbl. OH XOTeJl pa3 ¥ HaBcer/ia MOKOHYUTh C HUMU, M30aBUB MUP OT TEMHBIX CHJL.

— ApMus CIMIIKOM Masa, HaM HY)XXHa TOIAEPKKa, — OTTOBApUBAJ €r0 «KOPOJb» XOJoja. —
B HKHEM MUpe OrpOMHOE BOMCKO Pa3IMYHBIX JEMOHOB, OT BAMIIMPOB U T'YJIei 10 TOOTMHOB ¥ OPKOB.
TeGe cieyeT MpuHECTH U3BMHEHNS THOMaM U (pesiM. Toraa, BO3MOKHO, OHH COTJIACATCS Ha MATKUNA
MUP C HAMHU, U UX BOMCKO MPUCOETUHUTCS K HAIIIEMY.

— la nukorna! — Bo3myTHiics Asiekc. — §1 He CTaHy MUPUTBCS C STUMU 3a3HABIIMMICS Kapiu-
Kamu!

— Henp3s Tak roBoputh IMpo THOMOB! — B30opBasics ero orel, — OHM MHOTHE BeKa OMOTaJIn
Halueu cembe!

— W1 ux nomotis okazasiach OeCIoe3HO|, MOTOMY KakK B pa3rap HACTOSINEH BOWHBI OHU TPYC-
JIMBO YO@XaJIu IMOJ1 3eMJTI0! — He C/IaBaJICsl ChiH, B CEpIIIe KOTOPOTro ropesyia HEHABUCTb. — 1 yHUUITOXKY
JIEMOHOB, a 3aT€M BEPHYCh M MOpadoIly THOMOB! A TeX, KTO BCTAaHET Y MEHS Ha ITyTH, sl BBIPEXKY
JIMYHO!

— Iocnymaii ce6s1! B TeOe KUBET MHIb HEHABUCTH! Yike MHOTO JIET Thl Pa3BsI3bIBACIIIb BOIHBI !
Moxer, mopa, HakoHell, ToB3pocieTh?! be3 momomu Apyrux pac y teds HU4Yero He BbiAAeT. Tol
UIelIb Ha CaMOYOMIACTBO! — TIBITAJICSA JOKPHYAThCS 0 cBoero chiHa Hukonait MiBaHoBuy.

— Her, oren, noBosnbHO! $1 HEmoOequM, s1 MOTy MOPadOTUTh BECh MUP, & BMECTO TOTO CIACAI0
ero! S nenato oOMKEHNE KaKAOM pace Ha 3TOM TIaHeTe! — Kprvasl IOHbIA OBEJUTE b X0JI0/a, pa3-
Be/Isl PyKH B CTOPOHY.

— ThI cTan He Jyyllle JEMOHOB, U 1 JKaJelo, YTO TaK IUoxo BocruTas Teds. [Ipoctu MeHs, ChIH,
HO 51 He TIO3BOJTIO TeOe MITH B 3TOT O0M. $1, Kak IMTAaBHOKOMaHIYIOIIUA apMHel X0J0/1a, OTCTPAHSIO
TeOs1 OT JOJIKHOCTH TeHepasia, — pousHec «Mopo3», ¢ 00JIbIo I Ha 00e3yMeBIIero B CBOeH sipo-
CTH CBIHA.

— O1u conaThl 60K 0 OOK Cpakaarch CO MHOU ¥ TIOMIyT OHK 32 MHOM ! — BO3MYTHIICS AJIEKC. —
41 BBICTYMaI0 TIPSAMO ceivac, U Tebe MeHsI He OCTAHOBUTB !
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— Torpa s oTKas3bIBaloCch OT TeOs1 M Kak OT CBOErO ChiHA, AJIEKCaHAp! — THEBHO MPOKpUYA
«aenyika Mopo3» Bciiell yXoIsIieMy MOJIOIOMY 4YeloBeKy. — Most apMust octaHetcst co MHou!
MpeKpaliam TBoe (pMHaHCUpOBaHME !

— Mmue neBats! 3HauuT, s OONbIlie HE TBOW ChiH! A apMHs TBOS MOWIET BOEBATh 32 MHOM
HE paJu JIeHer, a pajJv Bephbl B Hallle Aeio! — Ha MUT TIOBEpHYJICS AJIEKC, YTOObI BHIKPUKHYTh 3TO
CBOEMY OTILY, & 3aTe€M BBIIIE] TPOUb U3 POTHOHN yCaabObl.

OH HampaBWICS K apMHH, UTO jK/1ajia €ro B JIeCy HerojajieKy B MOJHON OOeBO TOTOBHOCTH.
[TonHsuics OueHb CUIIBHBIM MOPO3HBI BeTep. Bo3MoXkHO, Ha 3T0 BiMsuia aTMocgepa BHYTPU CEMbU
MopozoBsix. CuHee HeOO 3aTsHYIO OOJBIIMMH CEPbIMU TYYaMH, C KOTOPBIX MOBAIMI cHer. FOHbI
MOBEJIUTEJIb CKOMAH/I0BAJl apMUM MIOCTPOUTHCS BO3JIE 3aMKa sl Bbixona B noxof. CIycTst HEKOTO-
poe BpeMsi OHM YK€ BBIIIUIM 32 MPEAebl 3aMKa, Jake He 3Has, 4To Ajiekcanap Mopo3oB Oosbiie
HE SIBJISIETCS TEHEPaioM apMHU U JIMIIEH (PMHAHCOBBIX BO3MOXHOCTEH CBOErO OTHA. Y «KOpOJIs»
X0JI0[]a OCTAJICS JIUIIIb HEOOJBILON OTPSI IMYHOM CTPAXHU, COCTOSIIIMI U3 HECKOJIBKUX JIECSTKOB BOU-
HOB. Ho Hajo nmpu3HaTh, 3TO ObUIM JIyUIlIe BOUHBI, BEPHBIE TOJILKO CBOEMY HAYaJIbHHKY.

Cryctst nonMecsina AJjIeKC CO CBOMMM JIIOIBMU YK€ CTOSUT Ha TPaHULIE MUPOB, B 3aCHEKEHHbIX
ropax AJjras, MeXJIy KOTOPbIMH PacKUHYJICS MOpPTal B HUKHUI Mup. FOHBIN noBenuTeNb X01oaa
pas30m Iarepb, 3apaHee OTIIPABUB BCEM PacaM IMKCHMO O MPU3bIBE MOWTH C HUM Ha OO C IeMOHAMH.
Jla, OH UCKpeHHEe COMHEBAJICS, YTO MHOTHE OTKJIMKHYTCSl, HO HaJesuICsl, YTO XOTh KTO-TO 0Opasy-
MUTCS ¥ IPUJIET €r0 NOJIePAKaTh. BbIJI0 JOBOIBHO XOJIOHO, U COJIAATHI U3PSAAHO 3aMEP3IIH, MbITASICh
COrpeThesl, TIepPEenphIruBasi ¢ OHOM HOrM Ha Apyryio. Ho Asekcy xonon ObUT He CTpallieH, U STUM
JIEAEHSIMM BEUYEPOM OH CTOSLT HA IIPUTOPKE, BHUMATENBHO IJISI/1s1 HAa3al, B HA/IEKJE YBUIETh COI03-
HUKOB. Ero TeMHO-cHHee nasibTo, HaJIeToe HapaclalllKy, PbsSiHO Pa3BUBAJIOCh MO BETPY, a MO HUM
ObL1a Bce Ta ke Oenast Bojosa3Ka. 3a CIIMHOM, KaK M paHbIIle, KPACOBAJICS MPEKPACHBIN (haMUTbHbIN
Meu. «[IpuHI», Kak 3BajiM €ro CONAATHI, CTOSUT Ha HEOOJBIIIOM MPUTOPKE, COOMPAsICh ykKe YXOAUTh
Y OTJaTh IPUKA3 BBIABUTATHCS Aajbiiie. OH ObUT yBEpeH, UTO CITPABUTCS U caM, HO BCe Ke TOIIEPKKa
Apyrux cemeit Obuta Obl He JuIIHen. [lapeHb yke coBceM OTYasiicsi, KOrja YBHIE BIAJIEKe e1Ba
3aMETHbIE U3-3a CHEKHOM MeTesu crity3Thl. OH HUKAK HEe MOT Pa3MIsieTh, KTO 3TO, [TOKA, HAKOHeEll,
He yBHJeN uiar ¢ CMMBOJIMKOUN BoeOHoro jieca — cTpena ¢ MaJIeHbKUMH aHTeJTbCKUMU K PbUTBIII-
KaMH, 00bsATas IJIAMEHEM, Ha TEMHO-3eJIeHOM (poHe.

— ToBapwi renepai, BoMHb BomeOHoro jieca uayT K HaMm, — JIONOKUI KOMaHAUP Pa3Be/ibl-
BaTeJIbHOTO OTpsJA.

— buarogapio, I'aHc, A yke BUKY, — KUBHYJI AJIEKC.

— Kakue Oynyt ykazanus? — cripocu [aHc.

—l'anc, kakue K 4epTy yKazaHusi? — Havajl BBIXOOUTh U3 ce0s1 MOpO30B MIIA/IIIN, — 3TO HAIIU
aydrve coo3Huku! IIporycT ux U npociaeau, 9ToObl HAKOPMIIM KaXJ0ro U3 HUX !

— Ectb! — otaan yects ['aHc 1 nomiesn otaaBaTh pacropsikeHUs.

Cam AJiekc cyCTHIICS ¢ TIPUTOPKA | TIOIIIeNT HaBCTpeuy BomHaM Bosie6Horo neca. HemaneHs-
KO€ BOICKO HACUMTBIBAJIO OKOJIO THICSIUM JIyYHUKOB-3J1b(0B. Bolicko AsiekcaHapa eaBa i1 HaCUUThI-
BaJIO OKOJIO TOJTYTOpaA THICSIY BOMHOB, YTO OBLJIO HE TaK YK M 1myioxo. Cpesy BOMHOB ObUIM U TOTIOP-
MKW, U KOTICUIIIMKH, U MEYHUKH, U JIaXKe ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO OTPSIIOB JIyYHUKOB. Pazymeercs, oHU
HE CPaBHSTCS B CBOEM MacTEPCTBE C Tb(PUICKUMU JTyYHUKAMU, HO IPUIIMYHYIO MTOAJIEPKKY OKa3aTh
CMOTYT. AJIeKC JJaBHO TIpejiarai OTIy MepeBOOPYKUTh apMHIO, CHAOAMB €€ OrHECTPENIbHBIM OpY-
xueM. Ho «koposb» xomoaa Obu1 HenpekJioHeH. «[IpoTuB BoWCKa IEMOHOB, HUKAKUE PYKbsl U aBTO-
MaThl HE TOMOTYT, KpoMe cepeOpsHBIX Medeld, TOMOPOB U JIYKOB, CMa3aHHBIX CBSATOW BONOW WU
s10M», — roopuil Hukonaii MiBanoBud 1o npo3uiy «Mopos».

XOoTb AJIeKC M BHEC MPEJIOKEHUE OTIIMBATh CepeOpsIHbIE MM, HO CaM MPEKPACHO MIOHUMAT,
YTO OHM JIMIIIb PAHSAT JAEMOHA, HO He yObIOT. B TO BpeMs Kak XOJIOqHOe Opykue Kyaa JeiCTBEeHHee
B O60pbOe ¢ mpencraButensamu apmun Tembl. HecMOTpst Ha 3TO, OH ycIien 3aKyNnuTh MapTUIO OrHe-
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CTPEJILHOTO OPYKHUSI ¥ CEpeOPSIHBIX MAaTPOHOB M CHAOUTH UMM OJTHY U3 CBOMX POT. B poiii OCHOBHOTO
OPYXUsI POTHI CTPEJIKOB BBICTYITHIT JTIOOUMEI] Ka)kKI0ro BOGHHOTO — aBTOMAaT KaJlanHukoBa.

— AJlekcaHIp, TOBEJIUTeN b X0JIofia! — BCe TaK ke MPUBETIMBO pacraxHyin o0baTus Pop.

— ®opruc FOBennc Carurrapuyc, mpuHil BommeoHoro Jieca! — 00HsT cTaporo apyra Ajekc. —
Pan, uro Tl ipuiniesi. Ho s ;ymait, 4to BOMCKO MOBEIET TBOM OTEll.

— 51 cmor ybeauTs OTIIA, YTO OT STOTO 3aBUCUT MO aBTOPHUTET B OymayiiieM. Benp korga-HUOyIb
KoposieM BosieOHorO Jteca crany s1, — 00bsicHUT PopTUC, — S XOUy YTOOBI, KOTJIa 9TO MPOU30MIET,
BCE€ MTOHMMAJIH, UTO 51 CTaJl KOPOJIeM He M3-3a TOTO, UTO 51 ChIH CBOETO OTIIa, a IIOTOMY YTO 51 JIOCTOMH
3TOrO.

— JIOCTOMHO, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI IOHBIN MOBEJIUTENb XOJI0/a, — Thl BCEr/1a OTIMYANICS KeJTaHUuEM
MPOSIBUTH CeOI.

— Hy, He 6ynem memmmth, — 3acniermn Popruc, — HAZO 0OCYIUTD AETAIN U HAYMHATb.

— IMopoxaem 10 3aBTpa, MOXKET K HAM MPUCOCIUHUTCS KTO-TO €Ile, — MPENONI0KUT AJIEKC.

— Kak ckaxerb, — cormnacuicst @op, — uepe3 HECKOJIbKO THEU y MeHs JIeHb POKACHHS, KaK Thl
JAyMaelib, Mbl YCTIeeM MOOeIUTh, YTOOBI OTMETUTH Cpasdy 00a COObITUS?

— 4 BUXKy, THI CMOTpPHIIIL B Oy/yIllee BeCbMa MTO3UTHUBHO, — BIIEPBBIE 3a ITOCTIeJHEeE BPeMsI 3aCMe-
SIICSL «TIPHHIT JIb/IA».

— 41 He Mory nHaue, — ynbIOHYJICT POp, — TAKUM YK MEHSI BOCITUTAIIH.

— W s oueHsb paji, 4TO Thl IMEHHO TaKOM, — YJIBIOHYJICS AJIEKC.

Psamom ¢ ®oprucom oH 4yBCTBOBaN cedsl CIIOKOIHEe, CTaHOBWICA jo0pee u Msrde. Beerma
crapaJics 1oKa3arh, YTO B HEM HE OCTAJIOCh XOPOIIIETo, HO KOT/Ia PSIOM ¢ HUM OB €r0 CTapbiid IPYT,
OH OBbLT TOJIBKO Paji TOMY, YTO CTAHOBUTCSI BHOBb TAaKUM K€ JOOPBIM, KaK KOrga-to pasbine. OHU
MIPOIILIM B IIaTep, 1abbl OOCYAUTh HEKOTOPBIE JETaIN TUIaHA.

— ToBapwuril reHepa, K HaM JABUKYTCSI eIlle HECKOJIbKO BOICK, C KOTOPBIMH Y HAC COI03, — 3arJIsi-
HyJI B iar€p ['aHc, CIycTsi HEKOTOPOE BpPEMSI.

— K10? — 32 Anekca cnpocun opruc.

— Tak st10... Maru. I oHM TesnenopTUpyIOTCS cpa3y K Ham B Jlarepb, — mporoBopuil [aHc,
MOYEMY-TO pacTepsiBIIMCh. — AX 1a, eme 3Tu... Kak ux... [Ipakonst! Bor. Ho atu npocro netsr,
KOHEYHO, He TeJIeTIOPTUPYIOTCSI.

— Mut Bc€ monsmu. Cnacu6o, I'anc. Mosxkenb UATH, — OTBETHI AJIEKCAaH/Ap, KUBHYB CBOEMY
ouriepy.

— S1 ymusneH, — nporoopui ®opruc. — [oHnmaro, eci Obl TOJIHBKO Maru coriacuimch. OHu
M3HAYAIbHO OBLTH He ITPOTHB IMOUTH B HAcTyIUIeHHe. Ho qpakoHbl aOCOTIOTHO He U3bSBIISIIH KeTaHUsI
BCTYIATh B 3Ty BOWHY.

— OueBUIHO, OHU MIEPECMOTPENN CBOe MHEeHUE. U 3T0 HaM TONTbKO Ha PyKY, — OTBETHIT AJIeKC. —
[Toiinem, MOCMOTPUM, CKOJIBKO UX.

Pe0GsTa BbITUIM U3 aTpa ¥ yIUBWIMCh. OHU ISHCTBUTENILHO HE OJKUIATA TAKOTO KOJTMYECTBA
MpUOBIBIIMX. MaroB ObUIO OKOJIO TIOJTYCOTHH, YTO HA CAaMOM Jiejle OTPOMHOE KOJIM4ecTBO. Maru —
CWIbHEWIIINE U3 JIIOJIEH, U OJUH OIBITHBIA Mar 3arpocTO CIPABUTCS C IMOJYCOTHEW BOMHOB, €CIIU
He Oosbinie. YUTo KacaeTcsl APaKOHOB, TO ITH CYIIECTBA HEBEPOSATHO CHIIBHBL VX IIKypa HAaCTOJIBKO
TOJICTasl, UYTO €€ MPAKTUUYECKN HEBO3MOKHO MIPOOUTH, a OTHEHHOE JIbIXaHUE CMeTaeT BCE Ha CBOEM
myTH. [1py 9TOM OHM MOTYT UCIIONIH30BaTh B OOIO JIAITbl, KPBUTbSI X XBOCT OTPOMHBIX pa3MepOB. A MpH-
JIeTeJIO0 UX HeCKOJIBKO JIECATKOB, UTO, KOHEYHO ke, TIOTHSIO O0EBOM TyX 00EUX apMuUid, yKe KIABIITUX
MpUKa3a.

— Bor Teneps s BUXKY BOWCKO, CITIOCOOHOE YHUUTOKUTH BCEX JEMOHOB, — IPOrOBOPUI AJieK-
CaHJIp, OIJISI/IBIBASICh BOKPYT M BbI/IbIXasl Map M30 pra.

— INonHOoCThIO ¢ BaMu coryiaceH, AJIeKCaH/Ip, — MPOU3HEC HU3KUH rojioc 3a CIIMHOM.
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OOGepHyBIINCh, pedsaTa yBUAECIN YeIOoBeKa B IJIMHHOM Iutamie. JIuna npaktuyecku He ObUIO
BUJIHO 32 OOJIBIIIMM YEpHBIM KamomoHoM. — [TomHuTe MeHs? § BO3I/aBsiio BOWCKO MaroB. MeHs
30ByT Pukac. MBI ¢ BaMu IBOMMU BCTPEYAINCH ITATH JIET HA3a.

— Jla, touHo. Toraa Bbl, HABEpHOE, IOMHHUTE, YTO 51 Ajekcanap Mopo3oB, IOBEIUTENb XOIOAA.
A 310 Mo¥# crapwiii apyr Popruc, npuHil BommeOHoro sieca, — AsieKc mpeacTaBui cpasy u ceds,
Y CBOETO Jpyra.

— Pasymeercs, 51 Bcerna Bce IOMHIO, — KMBHYJI Mar, 4TO O3HA4aJIo €ro yBakeHUe K HUM. Maru
HE JKMYT JIpYT ApYTy PyKH, Y HUX IIPUHATO MOKJIOHUTHCS B 3HAK YBaXXE€HUS U PUBETCTBUS.

— Memns 30ByT Besoke, — mpo3ByJaso B rojoax oonraonmx moaei. Jla-1a, IMEHHO Ipo3BY-
Yajo, 1 UMEHHO B rojioBax. [IpakoHbl HE yMEIOT TOBOPUTh (PU3UYECKU, OHU OOIIAIOTCS C KUBBIMU
CYILIECTBAMU TPH MTOMOIIIY TeJIETIaTUH, — 51 BOXKaK CTau JIPAaKOHOB, M MBI TOTOBBI K 0OI0.

— IIpekpacHo, — mporoBopuiI AJjieKC, OCMaTprBasi BEJIMYECTBEHHOTO OEJIOro ApakoHa, BOXKaKa
crau. TOT NOTAHYJICS, IPEACTABIAs BHYILIUTEIbHOM JJIMHBI KPbUIbS U HE MEHEE BHYILIUTEIIbHBIE KOI'TH
Ha MepeHMX JIarax, — TOraa OOCYIUM IUIaH JeUCTBUI U BBICTYTIACM.

Betep nopHsICS HEIIYTOUHBIN M CHJIBHO KOJIBIXAJ IIATeP, B KOTOPOM pacIOIOKUINCh Tpejl-
BOJIUTENN apMUi. [JUKMM CBUCTOM OH 3a/yBaJl BHYTPb, OTYETO BCEM YYaCTHUKAM COBETA MPUXOIU-
JIOCh TOBOPUTh HEMHOTO rpomue 0Obr9HOro. OHM NMpOCUIeNH yxke HECKOJIbKO YacoB HaJ KapTaMu
B IlIaTpe, NPOIyMbIBasl pa3jMuHble CTpaTernyeckre Xoabl U JercTBUs. Apxumar Pukac yxe HeogHo-
KpaTHO CIyCKAJICSl B HUKHUIA MUDP W UMeJT OOJIBIION OMBIT OOphOBI ¢ ieMOHamMH. VIMEHHO OH Hapu-
COBAJI HOAPOOHYIO KapTy HUKHETO YPOBHS U JaBaJl MOJIE3HbIE COBETHI. ApXxumar ObUI yke He MOJIO,
¥ IIOCPEJH ero YepHBIX KaK CMOJIb BOJIOC OTKPOBEHHO BUJIHENACh cequHa. bopona ke Oblia cpepHen
IUTMHBI C BHIOPUTHIMU CKYJIaMH, K TOMY e YepHasi, C OYeHb PeJKMMH CeJbIMU Bosocamu. Ha Bup
Pukacy ObUIO OKOJIO MATHAECATH JIET, HO, 3Hasi BOSMOKHOCTH apXMMaroB, CJIe/I0BAJIO IOHMMATh, YTO
€ro BO3pacT JABHO NEPEBAJIUII 3 COTHIO JIET.

Uro kacaetcs ApakoHa, TO MHOTHUE JIIOJY HE MOTYT MOHSATh, KaK IPAKOH MOXKET IPUCYTCTBOBATh
Ha COBETE, €CJIM OH HE MIOMENIAeTCs] HU B OHO 3/1aHKe. A BeJb M IIpaBAa, Kak ? JlpakoH, IbITAIOIIUICS
MIOMECTHUTBCS B IIATep U PyIIAIINA BCE BOKPYT, CIIOBHO CJIOH B MOCYIHOH JIaBKe. .. BoIrisaeno Obl
komnuHO. Ho He crouT nepexuBath, Bce Kyaa rporie. JJpakoHsl XOpolilie TeJenarsl U IOMUMO TeJle-
MATUYECKOTo OOMIEHUS BJIAJCIOT BOSMOKHOCTBIO COEIMHSATh CBOE CO3HAHME C YbUM-JIOO eme. ITo
M03BOJISIET UM BUJIETh BCE IVIA3aMU JPYrOro CyHIECTBA. 3a4acTylo, Kak U cervac, JpakoHbI COeIu-
HSAIOT CBOE CO3HAHUE C MaraMu, Tak Kak Maru, B CUIy CBOed NPO(eCCuH, JIeTKO TaKUE COeJUHEHNUS
nepeHocsT. AJieKcy MOKa He JOBOAMIOCH TaKOe OIPOO0BaTh Ha cede, M OH IOHATHS He UMeJI, KAKOBO
3TO — YyBCTBOBATh, UTO B TBOEH IOJIOBE CUJUT KTO-TO EIIIE.

Korpa, HakoHel1, Bce MeJIour ObLIM IIPOAyMaHbl, MOXKHO ObuIO BhicTynats. Ho Pukac yoenw,
YTO CTOUT JaTh COJIIaTaM BBICIIAThCS, a B MIOXOJ MOWTH C yTpa. HUKTO He cTasl cnopuTh ¢ MHEHUEM
OIBITHOTO Mara. A MoTomMy BCKOpe OOBSBIIN OTOOM.
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I'naBa 7

YTpom nogbem npo3Bydal emie A0 TOro, Kak MOAHsIOCh comHie. ConiaThl MOMyYlu yKa3a-
HUS ¥ CTICHTHO MPHCTYNWIM K 3aBTpaky. Ilocie 3aBTpaka BOMHBI pa300paiu Jlarepb U BBICTPOUJIIHCH
OIPOMHBIM CTPOEM Tiepe[] paBuTesiMu. K 3ToMmy BpemMeHH COJTHIIE yKe Havaslo BBICTYIIATh 3a TOPH-
30HTOM, Pajysl CBOMMHM SIPKMMHU JIyduKamu Tervia. Ho, Kak M3BECTHO, B HXKHEM MUPE COJTHIIA HeT.
Bwmecto cBeTa BCloy rOpuT a/ICKOe TiaMs.

— Dro0 Oyner Henerkasi OuTBa, — Havyan AJIeKCaHIp, TOPAO CTOS Ha BCE TOM e MPUTOPKE TepeNt
orpoMHoi apmuert CBeta, Kak caMu BOWHBI APYKHO ceOs1 okpecTii. ClieBa OT HEro CTosii Apxu-
Mar Pukac, a mo mpaBoe Ijiedo ¢ ropior ocaHkoi kpacoBaiicsi npuHll Popruc. [IpakoHsl pacro-
JIOKWIMCH YyTh Aajibllleé OCHOBHOTO BOMCKA, HO MPEKPACHO CJIBIIIAIA M Ha OONBIIEM PAaCCTOSHUM.
Berep HEMHOro MOyTHX, HO TIO-TIPEKHEMY METaJICS T10 TIOJISTHE, TPEBOkKA MUPHO JIEKAIUIA CHET IO
HOTamMH. — BOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HAC HE CMOTYT BepHYThCs AOMOt. Ho MBI 111 K 9TOMY J1o7THe roabl. Mbl
CpakaJIiCh C BparaMu B pa3HbIX YacTsIX CBETa, BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT PUPOIHBIX YCIIOBUM WITH ITOTOJIbL.
MBsI ¢ BaMu He pa3 y:ke cpaxanuch U ¢ qjeMoHamu! Tepsiiu npy3seit u poassix! Ho Mbl He MOIIM JKUTh
CIIOKOMHO, 3Has, YTO HaIlIM JETU MOTYT TOMACTh MO BIACTh TEMHBIX cHJ1! MBI OJKHBI pa3 U HaBce-
r71a 3aKOHYUTH 3Ty BoMHY! [1ycTh Jaxke 1IeHON CBOMX KWU3HEW, HO MBI JOJUKHBI. .. HET, Mbl OOSI3aHbI
MOKOHYMTH C JeMOHaMHU pa3 M Haecerzaa!! YToObl HAIIM JeTH MOIJIM KUTh CHIOKOWHO! f Hazxeiock,
YTO KaX/Ibl U3 BAaC MOHMMAET, 3a YTO OH cpaxaercsi! 1o He OMTBA 3a BJIACTh, ICHBIM WU CIIABY.
Oto 6oppOa 3a BeKMBaHWe! Y Hac He OyJeT BTOPOro MaHca WM BO3MOXKHOCTH OTCTYNUTh! Tombko
BIIEpes1, JI0 MocyieHero B3noxa! JInbo Mbl YHUUTOXHMM WX, JIMOO yMpeM paau Beiciied iemu! Kto
co MHOI?!

— A!!! — Xopom B3peBenu CoIaThl, MOJHSB OPYXKe HaJl TOJIOBOUM. 3eMJisi COAPOTHYIach Mo
HOTaMH OT BOJIBHOTO peBa sIPOCTHBIX BOMHOB.

— OHH yxe KIyT HaC cpasy 3a MOPTAJIOM, HO HAC 9TO He ocTaHOBUT! [lagum um Ooi Ha uX Tep-
putopun! [Tokaxem 3TUM BBIPOKAM, YE€T0 Mbl CTOMM ! — MPOIOIIKATT HAIPBIBATHCSI IOHBIH TIOBEJIUTENH
xoJiofia. — Bbl rOTOBBI JIpaThcsi 3a CBOIO ceMbi0?!

— Ha!!! — B3peBena apMus eii€ yBepeHHee U TpoMue.

— T'oTOBBI UATH 32 MHOM /10 KOHIIA?! — HE YHUMAJICSI OH.

— Ha!!! — BHOBb KpyUau COJIATHI.

— T'oToBBI OUTHCA Ha cMepTh?!! — yxke BO BCIO opast AJiekc.

— Haaa!!! — B3peBesn my1ie MPeKHEro 3aBeICHHbIE COMATHI.

— Toraa uante 3a Hamu, niepBas apmusi Ceera! — Anekcanp, BHITAIIT MY U3 HOXKEH U CTIEIITHO
HAITPABUIICS K TIOMHOKHIO ONMKaMIIIel Topsbl, MOIHSB MO cOO0M 00IaKO CHEXKHOM TTBLITH.

Pukac tenenoptupoBacs Bepea U yKe CTOSUT BO3JIe 3aCHEKEHHOM CKaJibl, YTO-TO PO ceds
KOJIIysl, TIOKa KaMeHb Ha €ro Mocoxe MepeuBajcs BceMu LBeTamu panyru. Ilon tuxoe Gopmo-
TaHUE 3aKJIMHAHUS MPSIMO B BO3AyXE MOSBUIMCH PEKHUE MCKOPKHU, YTO CJIOBHO MPOpE3aH camy
TKaHb OBITHSI M3HYTPH, BBICTpAaUBasi BCE OOJIBIIYI0 OKPYKHOCTh. BHIKPUKHYB MO/l KOHEIl IPOMKOE
«9CITEPCO!», BepXOBHBIN Mar BbICTaBWJI PyKH BIIEPE, U PEAJIBHOCTh BHYTPU YK€ U3PSAIHO UCKPSI-
IIerocsi Kpyra Havyajia YepHeTb, CJIOBHO BBITOpasi B OTHE, KaK JIMCT OyMary. 3aTeM KapTUHKa U BOBCE
MpoMNaja, CMEHUBIIUCH PA3HOIBETHBIMU TSTHAMHM, TIOXO)KUMH Ha MACJISTHUCTBIE KareJbKu B BOJE.
Hakoner1, Mckpsimuiicss opaHkeBbIMU UCKPaMH KPYT' pacIIMpHICs emme OoJiblie, W IBeTa B IIEHTPe
Kpyra IpoIiaiv, OCTABUB JIMIIb OTPOMHOE YEPHOE MATHO C HEOOMBIIIMMU MePETMBAMH KPACKHU Y OCHO-
BaHMs1. Ho mpurisaesIvch BHUMaTeIbHee, MOXKHO ObUIO 3aMETHTh, YTO 9TO HE ThMa, & OTOOpaKEeHHUE
HIDKHEr0 Mupa. AJIEKC MEIJIEHHO TMOAOIIEN K MOPTaly ¥ aKKypaTHO NMPUKOCHYJICS K HEMY PYKOL.
Ho nocnie ono6penust Pukaca Bomen BHyTpb. POPTUC CXBATHI JIYK U OTIIPABUIICS CIIEIOM 3a JIPY-
roM. ApX¥yMar Toxe ABUHYJICS 32 HUMH, TIEPEXBATHB MOYJ0OHEee Pe3HOM MOCOX C OrPOMHBIM KaMHEM
Ha KOHIIE, B KOTOPOM TeTlepb 3aUCKpUIIM (PUOJIETOBbIE MOJTHUY.
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BouHbI ¢ OpykueM Harosio v rpo3HbBIM PEBOM, TOTOBbBIE OMThCSI HA CMEPTh, IBUHYJIUCH 32 HUIMHU.
[NepBbIMU B MepeMBAOIIMIICS TIOPTAJ BOILIH MPEBOIUTENM, OLICHUBAst OOCTAaHOBKY Ha XOy. Y HUX
yXke ObUTH TPOYMAaHbI Pa3IMYHbIE ACHCTBUS, B 3AaBUCIMOCTH OT CUTYAIlUM BHYTPH. 38 HUMH POIILIH
o(HLIepsI, YTO JIOTKHBI ObLITM BBICTYIIATh, KAKOH U3 IJIAHOB aTaKu BBHIOEPYT MPEJBOAUTENN U COOT-
BETCTBYIOIIIE CKOMAaHJOBATh COJJAaTaM, KOTOpPbIE MTPOXOIIIIN Yepe3 MOpTas MOCIeTHUMHU.

— V¥X TBI, — THXO TponsHec PopTHC, TENETIOPTUPOBABIIUIACS CpPa3y 3a MOJIOIbIM I'€eHepaJoM
apMUM XO0JIOZIA.

Omn, Kak u AJiekc, BIiepBble YBUIET MUP IEMOHOB U3HYTpH. Takoe olyIieHne, YTo OHU MOasIu
B OIPOMHYIO TEMHYIO TIeliepy, KOHI[a KOTOPOi He BUJHO HU B CTOPOHBI, HU BBepX. Koe-rae ropsrt
(akessl, ocBerast fopory. I[IlpakTudecky HIYEero He BUIHO, JIUIIIb BAAJIEKe APOKUT CBET OT OTHEHHOU
pexu. [Ton Horamu oOyTJieHHbIE KAMHH 1 AOCOMIOTHO HUKAKOM PaCTUTENILHOCTH. A elig kapko. O4eHb
KapKO U JIyITHO.

— Jla, )KyTKOBATO, — TaK e TUXO COIIACKIICS ¢ HUM AJIEKC, OIJISIIBIBASICH TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— Hukorza He moka3biBail CBOMM BOMHAM CBOM cTpax. WX cuia v oTBara HampsiMylo 3aBUCHUT
ot 1e0s. [TomHu 310! — yembiman Ajieke rojioc Pukaca, KOTOpPBIT TeeNOPTUPOBAICS PSIIOM C HUAM.

— Torma Bepen! — «IpuHI» TOAHSUT MeY U IBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY TYCKJIOTO CBETa BHHU3Y.

C3agm Kak pa3 B 3TO BpeMsl TeJIeNOPTHUPOBATUCH OUIIEpHl U IOMYATIUCH CJIEJOM 32 HUM.
A 3ateM M BCsl OCTajbHAsl apMUsl MOCTETNEHHO Nepedpanach M, He OCTAHABIMBAS XO/a, PUHYJIACH
3a cBoMMHM opuriepaMu. Maru, ymMerolye TeJIenopTUPOBaThCS HA HEOOJBIIE PACCTOSIHUS T1e YTOIHO
Y KyJIa YTOJTHO, TIEPEMECTIJIFICH BIIEPE/I U CO3/1AJTH CBETSIIMECS 1Iaphl, OCBEIAIOIIIE XOTs Obl HEOOIIb-
IIIUM TYCKJIBIM CBETOM Bce Ipoucxoasiee. Ternepp, Korna ux myTh OCBELIaJM Marmyeckue maphl,
MOXHO OBUIO Pa3riIsAeTh, YTO OHM MEPEIBUTAIOTCS] BHU3 MO POBHOMY CKJIOHY U3 OOYTJIEHHBIX KaMHEH
BIIEpEMEIIIKY C YepernaMH Pa3HbIX CyIIeCTB. YBHU/IEB KOCTH U Ueperna 1Moj HOraMu, apMusi Ha MUHYTY
CTyIIIeBAJIaCh, HO 3aTeM C eIIé OOJIbIIel POCTHIO HAMTPaBUIACh B OOH, T X YKe *KJayia HeOOobIast
apMHUsl IEMOHOB, pa30MBIIIasi JJarepb OKOJIO TEJIeTIopTa B BEPXHUE MUPHI.

OCTaHOBMJIMCH OHU JIMIIIb HA HECKOJIbKO MUHYT ISl TOTO, YTOOBI CMa3aTh 51710M KOIIbsI Ml CEKHUPBI
1 3ake4b orHeM meur. CTpesiKy MPUrOTOBUIM M TIeperipoBeprii Ooenpuriackl. Terepb OHU ObLIH
TOTOBBI K 0010 U (PU3UYECKH, U MOPAJBHO.

OueBuIHO, YTO JEMOHBI M CAMU TOTOBWJIM HACTyIUIeHHE. Brajieke MOKHO ObLIO pasriisieTh
el[Ba 3aMETHbIE OUepTaHMs BCEIISIONIEro yxac 3aMka cembd OrHs. JIOBOJIBHO BHYIIMTENIBHOTO Pa3-
Mepa 3aMOK, C BBICOYEHHOH OalllHel 1Mo IIEHTPY, Ha BEpXYIIKe KOTOPOI Urpajl MACCUBHBIN SI3bIK TLIa-
MeHHU. DTO He MPOCTO OTOHb, & CAMOE HacTosIee AJICKOe TiaMsl, B KOTOPOM ceMbst OTHs criocoOHa
BOCCTAHaBJIMBAThCS OT HAHECEHHBIX UM paH U yBeunit. Cam Catana, riaBa cembu OrHs, )KWJT B 3TOM
3aMKe.

Vike yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TIOCTIe CO3[IaHMsI CBETSAIIMXCS [IIAPOB Maru, He Tepsisi BpeMEHH,
yIApWIIU TI0 IEMOHAM BCell CBOed MOIIIbIo. JIeMOHBI He OKUAAIM TaKOrO HAalopa U MOHECIH Cephe3-
HbIE ITOTEPH C MIePBBIX MUHYT. [10BCIoAy OBLI CIIOMIHON Marn4ecKui Xxaoc. Maru OrHsi UCIonb30BaJIH
BCIO CBOIO CHJTY, CKMTasi BCE Ha CBOEM ITyTH. Maru Bo3ayXxa IOMOTaJIM PA3HOCHUTH TUTaMsI TI0 BCEMY
BpaXECKOMY Jiarepio. 3a HIMH IILJTA Maru, Biaeioniye tejieKinHe3oM. OHU CHOCHIIU HeOOIbIIINe Bpe-
MEHHBIE TIOCTPOMKM Ha OCTABIIMXCS BparoB. 3aTeM, Kak M ObUIO 3ayMaHO, Maru pe3Ko YCTYIHJIH
MECTO BOMHaM xoJiofia. Maram TpeGoBaioch BOCTIONHUTD 3ar1achl MarnuecKOl SHEPTUu.

BouHbI ¢ IMKOW SPOCTBIO CXJIECTHYJMCh C OCTaTKaMu J1eMOHOB. LIIUTHI, KOIbsl, Jaxke KYCKH
TUIOTH Pa3pbIBATIMCh B IenKH. Koe-T/ie oTphIBAIMCh YacTH Tesa, 3a0phI3ruBasi KPOBBIO BCE BOKPYT.
Bounbl pyomuch Tak, OyaTo MX Mydasa jkaxaa cMepTH. Bo3MOXHO, OHM 4yBCTBOBAIU 3TY KKy
y CBOETO MpeIBOAUTENSI, KOTOPBI HE OTCTaBajl OT CBOMX BOMHOB U MOJABajl JOCTOWMHBINA MPUMEp.
Anekc OyKBaJIbHO Bpe3ajiCsl B TOJIMBI BPAaroB, Kak HOX B CIMBOYHOE Maciio. OH JBHUrajcs HeBepo-
SITHO OBICTPO, UCTIONB3Ysl CBOW KJIMHOK M Maruio Xojona. B mpaBoil pyke cBepkai Med, 3aMOpPaXu-
BAaIOIIIMIA BParoB, a JIEBOM PyKOW OH YMEJIO MCMOJIb30BaJl Marvio, Co37aBasi TO JeJsSHON KJIMHOK, TO
JIEASTHOM IIUT, aKTUBHO TIOJIB3YSICh U TE€M, U JIPYTMM C paBHBIM ycriexoM. OH MPOYyBCTBOBAJT BCIO
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SIPOCTb B CBOEM Cep/Lie M UCTIONb30BaJl €€ B 3T0i OopbOe. Kaskercs, 4To MMEHHO ceiyac OH IOCTUT
MMKa CBOEr0 MacTepCTBa.

Anexcanzp 6exai nepBbIM, popyOasi cepbe3HbIe IBIPhI B ps/IaX IEMOHOB. 32 HUM, OTYasTHHO
pyOsi BparoB OrHEHHBIMH MEUYaM{ U OTPABJIEHHBIMU CEKUPAMM, JBUrajach AWKas apMusi KOPOJIS
xomnona. DddeKkT HeOKUTAHHOCTH MPOIIes, Terepb apMUsl JIEMOHOB cpaxkaiach Oosiee coOpaHo.
Ha 3agHuX psizax roTOBUJIMCH K aTake JEMOHBI C JTyKaMU, MOIKUTAIOIIE CBOU CTPEJIbL.

— IIlutel! — 3apeBen Anekc, BOBpeMSs1 3aMETUBLIMIA LIEJISIIMXCS JIyYHUKOB.

BowHbl 106MBaM NOCIEAHMX AEMOHOB PSJIOM C COOOM, MOCIIe Yero 00pa3oBajif «4epenaxy».
Crpoii ObUT HAKPBIT IMTaMHU CO BCEX CTOPOH. B BO31yX B3MbUIa MepBasi COTHS TOPSIIMX CTPe,
MYyIIEHHBIX JeMOHaMM. AJIEKC CO3/1al Ha CBOEH PYyKe JIeJSIHOU IUT W MPUKPBUICS UM. DTy aTaky
NepeskIaIv yIavHo, 3aTeM B BO3[yX B3MbLIa BTOpast COTHs ropsmux crpei. [lapy conpar moactpe-
JUH, ¥ 00pa30BaHHAs «uyepenaxa» jAajia HeOomblion cOol. BOT yxe BuAHA TPeThsl COTHS CTped,
HO «yepernaxa» OOJbllle He 3allWIeHa B KOHIE CTPOsi. AJIEKC TYT e OpOCHIICS K 3aJIHUM psijiaMm,
Aa0bl HAKPBITH COJIZIAT TIPY TMIOMOIIM Markiy JibJia, HO YK€ ObLJIO CIIUIIIKOM TO3/IHO.

Brpyr, cioBHO U3 HUOTKYAR, TEIENOPTHPOBAIACH TAPOYKA MAroB, CO3/1aBIlas TeJeKUHEeTHYe-
CKUH IIIUT, 3aIUIIAIOIINI 3aJHAEe PSAIbI BOKMCKA OT cTpell. Biaromapst MmaraMm yaaioch criactu 00jb-
IIyI0 YacTh BOMHOB. Terneps ObIJI0 BpeMs Nepel ciieayomein atakoin. YyBCcTBOBaIach yCTauioCTb COJ-
1aT, UX JBWKEHUs cTamu MeaieHHee. Ho B 0oil Ha 3TOT pa3 BCTynuIM JiydHUKH Popruca, cMeHsis
MIEXOTy IOHOTO TOBEJIUTENS XONoAa. AJIeKC M caM OWjics yKe M3 TOCJEeOHUX CHJI, AepXKach JIIIb
Ha ApocTy K geMoHaM. OIMH W3 IEMOHOB HaHeC PyOsIviA yap ¢ rieda. Pa3BopoT, u e ssHou KITH-
HOK BCIapbIBaeT emMy ropio. Briepeau erie oquH 1eMOH HAaHOCUT KOJTIOIIUH yiap. AJIeKC OTBEJ 3TOT
yZiap B CTOPOHY, 3aT€M HaHEeC Mapy pexyIIrX yIapoB MEUOM, U IEMOH yIiasl 3aMepTBO.

AJlekc ycrieBaet 3aMeTUTh CIIEYIONIEro JeMOHa COOKY U ITPOH3AET ero MeYoM el 10 TOro, Kak
TOT OKaXETCs CIMIIKOM O3Ko. OH UyBCTBYET HYTPOM, KaK €321y OJAHUMAETCSI OTPOMHAsI CEKHpAa.
BriTackuBas Meu U3 Tesna JEMOHA, MIPU 3TOM HE OCTaHABIIMBASICh, OH YCUJIMBAET JISISTHOW KJIMHOK
HA JIEBOH PyKe U B pa3BOPOTE MPUCEAET, HAHOCS PEKYIIUi yaap 1o Horam. OrpoMHBIi OpK MajgaeT
Ha KOJICHH, B3MaX MEYOM, U U3 €ro ropia (pOHTAaHOM BBICTPEIMBAET KPOBb, OKPOILISISI IOBEPXHOCTh
KpacHbIM. CBHCT JIETSINETO IpeiMeTa 3acTaBisieT 00epHyThesl. «[IpuHI» enBa ycreBaeT co3uarh Toj-
CTEHHBI JIeJISTHOM IINUT, KaK B HEr0 Bpe3aeTcs KOoIbe, MPOpyOrB ero Ha CKBo3b. [lapy caHTuMeTpoB
neBee, M AJiekc octajics Obl yxke 0e3 pyku. Ho ot crtbHOTO yrmapa ero oropocwio Ha 3emimo. OH
cOpOCHIT JISASHOM IUT U PE3KO MOTHSUICS, TsKeno abima. [{eMoHbl, HakoHel, orcrynanu. OT ux
apMHHM OCTaJIach JIUIIb HEOObIIAst YacTh. BOMHBI AJIeKcaHapa OCTaHOBIJIHCH, TEMePh JEeJI0 OCTAIOCh
3a JIyYHHKaMH ¥ cTpekamy. CTpesKoB OH OTAAJI MOjl KOHTPOJIb O0Jiee ONBITHOTO Apyra bda.

— Henbes! — 3akpuyan Popruc, 0OEpHYBIIUCH B CTOPOHY JIaTbHEOOWHBIX BOUHOB. JIyUHUKU
TYT e HAaTSHYJIM TETUBY, a CTPEJIKH CHSUIM aBTOMATHI C MPEeIOX paHUTeNel. 3aTeM OH BBIKPUKHYJT UM
YTO-TO HA CBOEM SI3BIKE, W TOCIBIIIAJICS TPOXOT BBHICTPENIOB, 3arTYIIMBIIMI BCE OCTAJIbHBIE 3BYKH.
Cpazy mociie 3Toro THICSYU FOPSIIIMX OTHEM CTPeJI IOJHSUTUCH B BO3/1yX, paHsi OJHOTO AEMOHA 3a JIpy-
T'M, U CTOJIBKO K€ ITyJIb HAIIUTM CBOIO 11eJ1b, JOOMBAsI BCEX OCTABIIMXCS IEMOHOB.

Panocth OT 0CO3HaHMS TOTO, YTO MEPBOE CPak€HHE OHU YKe BBIMIPAIU, TEIUIO Tpejia yCTaB-
X BOMHOB apMuu «CBeTa». Tenepb ObLI0 BpeMsi NepeloXHYTh U COOPAThCS C CUIaMH AJIsi HOBOTO
HACTYILUICHUSI.

— T'anc! — kpukHyn Asiekc, HO TOT He oTBeual, — [ne ['anc?!

— Torapwui I'enepan, ['aHc TOruod, — CKJIOHUIT TOJIOBY OJVH W3 MJIAIIINUX OHUIICPOB.

— XKaub. .. [la ynokout ['ocnions ero ayiny, — THXO Ipou3HeC AJIeKC, a 3aTeM 00paTuiics K opu-
niepy. — Kak te6s 3Bath?

— Mens 30ByT Anekcannp. V3Bunute, paspemute uctipaButbes! Crapimii geiTeHaHT BacHe-
1oB! — Oryekanu1 Mosono oguriep. HecMoTpst Ha ycTanocTb, HUKTO HE OTMEHSUT CyOOpAUHAIIUIO.

OH OBUT HEMHOTO CTapIlie «IPUHIIA», HO BHEIHE BBINIseN Miaaie. OTcyTcTBre OOpojb,
KOPOTKHME BOJIOCHI ¥ MIPUSITHOE JIUIIO JIEJIaIA U3 HEr0 CKOpee BOCEMHA/AIATHIIETHETO I0HOIITY.
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— Tak THI MO¥ Te3Ka, 3HaunT? Hy 4TO %, AJIeKcaHIp, 5 TIOBBIIIAI0 TeOsl 10 3BaHKUS KanuTaHa.
Ternepb Thl KOMaHIyelIb POTOH CBs3U. Bce mocnanust Mexay potaMu M Bolickamu yepes Teds. 060
BCEM JOKJIaAbIBaTh JIMYHO MHE. BricraBngenn narpyjn y jarepda BO BpEMsA OCTAHOBOK, — OODBSBUI
AJieKc TpOMKO, 1a0bl TO YCTIBIIIAIA OCTAJIbHBIE COJIIATHL.

— Cnyxy opneHy XpaHuteneil! — BBIKPUKHYJ «TE€3Ka» AJiekca U JOOaBUI: — DTO OrpoMHast
YeCTb JJIs1 MEHsl, TOBapuIll reHepat!

— A Tteniepb codeprt UH(POPMAITMIO O COCTOSIHUM HAIIIETO BOKMCKA, — OTAAI eMy MpPHUKa3 I0HBIN
TMOBEJIUTEJIb XOJIOJA.

— Ectb, — oTaan yecth Kanutan AsieKcaHp 1 modexasl OCMaTpUBaTh BOMCKO.

— ®op, kak y Te0s1 o0cToAT aena? — oOpatuiicss AJieKC K IpyTy bdy.

- HOTepI/I MHWHHUMAJIBHBIC, OKOJIO IBYX HOCCATKOB MCPTBbBI U OKOJIO ITIOJTYCOTHH PAHCHHBIX.
B nieniom, rotoBsl k 6010, — gonoxun Popruc.

— Xopotuo. Pukac? Bel TyT? — orisiHyncsl Anekcanp, B IOMCKax apxumara.

Bokpyr Ob1J10 HACTOJIBKO MHOTO JIIO[IeH ¥ 3JTb()OB, B TOM YHCIIE U IPAKOHOB, YTO AJIEKC HUKAK
HEe MOT' pa30o0parh, KTO €cTh KTO. [IpUX0oAMIOCh aKTUBHO BCMATPUBATLCS U KPUYaTh, YTOOBI TeOs
YCJIBIIIANH.

— 51 3nech, — cOOOIIMII TOIOC 32 CIMHOW. — Maru ToToBHI K cieftyionieMy 6o01o. [IBa Mara CKOH-
YaJIUCh, TPOE PAHEHHBIX.

— JIpakoHbI? — yTOUHWII MOJIOJOM TeHepaJl.

— OxupgaoT KoMaHIbl, — oTBeTII PHkac.

— IlpekpacHo. [ToaneunBaemcs U MIEM Jasbliie, — OTAaJ IpUKa3 Mopo30B MJyIaIIui.

— Jaiite conmatraM HEMHOTO BpeMeHH Ha OT/AbIX U efy. Jlydlie cefiyac motepstb HEMHOTO Bpe-
MEHHM Ha COJI/1aT, YeM MOTEePATh COJJIAT U IPOUrpaTh BOMHY, — IOCOBETOBAJ MyIpblii Pukac.

— CornaceH ¢ BaMH, — He CTaJl CIIOPUTb AJIEKCaH[IP.

OH oTan HyXHbIE PACHOPSIKEHUs, U CONJAThl PA3JIOKUINCH IPSMO Ha 3TOM CaMOM MeECTe.
HeOGonbinas pora cHaGXeHuUs1 TPUHSIIACH HATATUBAThH OOJIbIIME apMeNCKHe TajiaThl, 00pa3oBaB CTO-
JIOBYIO I «CAHYACTh».

— ToBapwuin reHepaJl, pa3peruTe J0J0KUTh, — MOA0ekKa 3arbIXaBIIHIACS KalTUTaH.

— JloknaapiBai, — pa3peiui eMy AJiekc.

— ¥ Hac nouTu TpeTh congar nonerio. Y paHeHHbIX 0K0JI0 COTHU. OCTan0Ch HEMHOTMM MEHBIIIE
THICSTYM BOMHOB, — JIOJNIOKMWJI KallUTaH AJIEKCaH/Ip.

— MHoro norepb... CIMIIKOM MHOIO NOTEpPb, — PAa304apOBAJICS IOHBIM MOBEJIUTETb XOJIOAA.
AJekcanp CTosi1 MOJTYa, HE pelIasich HUYEro ckaszarh. — Yero crouiib, caM LeJIblil?

— Llenplii, TOBapuIll reHepasl, — OTBETHJI KallUTaH.

— Toraa unu moes J1a cCOOMpANics C CHJIAMU, — BEJTMKOAYIITHO OTIIPAaBUII ero AJIeKc.

— Ectb! — oTaan oH vects u yoexkaa B CTOPOHY IMOJICBON KYXHHU.

Anekcanap Mopo3os Bmecte ¢ POpTUCOM TOXKE MEPEKYCHIN Kallled, YTO TPUrOTOBUIT TIOBap.
Puxkac ke oT noTueBaHus 0TKa3ajcs, 0OBSICHUB 3TO TEM, UYTO €My HEOOXOIUMO BOCCTAHOBHUTH 3aI1achl
Marm4eckou HEPruy, a 3TO KyJa BaxHee AJid Mara. XoAsaT Aaxe CIyXH, 4TO MaraM IUIa U BOBCE
HE HY’KHa, HO BEPOSTHO, TO JIMIIb CIIYXH.

INocne Toro, Kak Bce coMAaThl ObLIM HAKOPMJICHBI M paHbl UX ObLTM 00paboTaHbl, AJIEKC OTAAT
MpUKa3 Ha yacoBoi oTAbix. Conjarsl 3aHSUIMCh CBOUM AejioM. KTo unctun opyxue, KTo TOUMII Jie3-
BUSI MEUYel U TOIOPOB, a KTO MPOCTO MpUJIer OoTHoXHYTh. Kanuran BacHeloB BbICTaBUJI NarpyJib,
U B Jlarepe HaCTYMIJT HeOOJBIION MOKOW Ha HeKOTopoe BpeMsi. OITakuBaTh MOruOMKX OyIyT MOTOM.
Ceituac Kya BaxkHee 3alUTUTh CeOsl.

CHyCTH Yyac BOMCKO BBICTPOMUJIOCH B KOJIOHHY IIO0 TpO€ W IMOTUXOHBKY ABUHYJIWCH HAJIbIIC.
BowuHbl ObITM yCTAaBIIMMM, U OTJbIXa UM SBHO He xBatuiao. Ho Anekc u ®opruc nmoodenaim um,
YTO KaK TOJIKO OHU MOAOEPYyTCs MOONMKE K 3aMKY, MOKHO Oy/leT pa3ouBarh Jiarepb JJis HOWJIEra.
Cryctst HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsl, BOMCKO MOIOIUIO K JJIMHHOM MOCTY Uepe3 OTHeHHYI0 peky. Ha Bua nepe-
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BSIHHBIA MOCT BBIIJIIEN JOBOJIBLHO BeTXUM. PamoBano To, 4to oH ObUT BETXMM JIMIIb HA BHJ. Bce
BOMHBI MEepeOpaTUCh Yepe3 MOCT KMBBIMU M HEBPEIMMbIMH, XOTsI MOCT JEUCTBUTEIIBHO ObLIT JKYTKO-
BaThIM U OMACHO CKpHIiea. BouHsl TO U /1e/10 Misien BHU3, pacCMaTpyBasi OrPOMHYIO PEKY, COCTO-
SIITYI0 U3 OYIIYIOIIEro OrHs ¥ pacKaJeHHOM JIaBbl. A 3TO, B CBOIO O4€pe/lb, HE OUEHb-TO MPUAABAIIO
YBEPEHHOCTH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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