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Cepreii IIaxomoB
Prommepu

Yacts 1. /IBepb U3 rHIJIBIX JOCOK

Bom mo, ueeo neavssi pewiums sauiumi UBAHOONEHHBIMU OEHb2AMU, U
ecmuv Hacmosiuue npoonemvl. Hacolmumwscsi au mol 3010MulMyu MOHEMAMU 8
0e31100H01l nycmvine? A 00pozoii mebe Ueno8eK He 0NCUBEm, XOMb NONHbIL
2pob OpazoyeHHoCmeli HaCLING.
Jlopu

Jadice ecau uenogex He modcem nzamv mebe 6 MU0, Y HezO eule
OCIAIOMCSL NPUMBOPHbLE YAbIOKU.
Cmapocma depeenu Cuacmauguuxu

...BHe3anHo kpuku obopBasuck. Bee 3ByKM pe3ko CTUXJIM. 3araxu pa3oM ucyesnu. A JeHb
CMEHUJICSI HOYbIO, OMBIBAIOIIEH MUP XOJOAHBIM U MEPTBEHHO-OJIEIHBIM CBETOM JTyHBI.

KaiipoH cHOBa 0Opatuii CBOi B30p Ha UBY. BETKM ee MBIITHBIM TTOTOKOM CITyCKJIUCh JIO CAMOM
PEUYIIKH U, XOTS BECb MUP 3aMep, JIETOHbKO IUISICAIN HaJ BOAOU.

OH nogHsCA U, 32KaB B pyKe Mey, HalpaBWiIcd K JepeBy. JIMJIOBBIM IJiall pa3BeBajiCcs 3a
iedamu, Oyaro KaiipoH e mpoThB cuiibHOTO BeTpa. JIionu cTosiyiu, TieHeHHbIe MTHOBEHHEM, Oec-
CMBICJICHHO HaOmoasi 32 Oe3MOJIBHBIMY CTaTysIMH APYT Jipyra. Bce BOoKpyr octaHoBWIIOCH. [0 b
3aMep NnapsIIMMU, TOYTH KPYIJIBIMU, CJIETKa CIUTIOIIEHHBIMU CHU3Y KarleJIbKaMH, HEKOTOPBIE U3 KOTO-
PBIX pa3AessuIuCh Ha [IBE, a T€, YTO YCIIEJIU KOCHYThCS 3€MJIM, 3aCThLIM, CJIOBHO PacCIlyCTUBIIHMECS
LIBETHI.

Kaiipon mien MeaneHHo, MHOTAA KPUBSICh M BHITUPAsl JIMIO OT Karesb, 4yTo pa3ouBan. OHu
MOYTU HE TPUYMHSUIA OO, HO ObLIM HETPUSITHBI, TOYHO KTO-TO JABUJI HA €rO JIUIO KOHYMKAMMU
XOJIOIHBIX TTAJIBLIEB.

Co Bcex CTOpPOH HOCIBIIAIICA [TTyXOU TPECK, YyAWIUCH JaXe BOILIM.

Kaiipon ocraHoBuIICS y peuylIKy, B KOTOPOM OTpakaiach HeOecHas I71a/ib, OT Yero Ta JIy4niach
coOcTBeHHbIM cusiHMeM. OH HaKJIOHWIICSI M OKYHYJI PYKH B TIJIIIKE 3Be3/Ibl — KycOoueK Heba TYT ke
OKpacuicsi 6arpoBbIM TYMaHOM.

KaiipoH oryisiHysICS U CKOJIB3HYJT B3IJISIZIOM IO 3aCTHIBIIMM JIIO/ISIM, 3aTOYEHHBIM B OECKOHEY-
HOCTW MIHOBEHUIA: IITyOOKHUE YepHBIC TPEIIUHBI YXe OOPO3/INIIN UX JIUIA, PACCEKAIIN Tella 3aMBICIIO-
BaTBIMHU y30paMH.

3aremM OH MOJHSUICA W MPOTSAHYJ PYKY K IEYaJIbHBIM BETBSIM MBBI, MEIJIEHHO PA3/IBUHYJ UX,
TOYHO 3aHaBec. U To, 4TO OH yBHUjIEIN, MOPA3UJIO ero OOJbIIE, YeM BCEBO3MOXHBIE yKackl BeuHoro
Jleca.

OHa crerka noBepHyJia roJoBy — BEHOK 3alllejIecTell JIMCThIMU — U TIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. Ee
ryObI APOTHYJIM B JIETKOM HaMeKe Ha YJIbIOKY. AJIble BOJIOCHI IEBYIIIKH Pa3BEBAIMCh HA BETPY, B TaKT
JIOXMOTBSIM €0 HEKOI/1a MTPEKPacHOro IIala.

Kaiipon Bcrpermiics ¢ Helt B3nissaoM. C ee OrpOMHBIMU IJ1a3aMU, 3arajIouHbIMU, Kak ceped-
pucTble 00J1aKka, YTO BUJUMBI B ITTyOOKUX cymepkax. OH Ips3HO BBIPYTaJicsl, MPOKJIMHASI B MBICIISIX
BCE Ha CBeTe, M B 0OCOOCHHOCTHU cels, 3a Takylo omuOKy. OIHOro B3IJIsga XBAaTUIIO, YTOO OCO3HATH
BCIO TOpeyb CIIy4YuBIIerocs. B rpyau co3peBaio To camoe 4yBCTBO, KOTOpoe 0e3 IIaMeHH pa3Kuraet
NoXapsbl 1 Oe3 orHs corpeBaet. KaiipoH moHMMaJ, 4to Terneph HUKOT/IA He 3a0y/IeT TIIyOOKON CHHEBbI
9TUX MpPEJIECTHBIX IM1a3. Kak U AMBHBIX y30pOB — JOPOXKEK 3aCTBHIBIIMX CJI€3 HA IIEKaX AEBYIIKH.



C. N. Ilaxomos. «Pommepu»

Kpaewm r1a3a oH 3amMeTw1, Kak HEMOJIBUYKHBIE JTIO/IN YKe TIOMIHOCTBIO TIOOEJIeTN 1 3aCOXJIH, I1Be-
TOM HaroMUHasi JIyHHbIH AUCK. HeKoTopble 13 HUX TOJIBKO MOIUIM TPEIIMHAMU, IpyTUe Ha4ald Kpo-
IIATHCS U PA3BAIMBATHCS HA KYCKU, TIONOOHO APEBHUM CTaTysIM, BEK KOMX 3aKOHUMJICA. 3BYK, C KOTO-
PBIM OHU pa3OMBAJIUCh MPH TAJICHUN, CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M HAIIOMHHAJ KaJ0OHbIE CTOHBL. [IbUTh OT
00JIOMKOB TIOTHSIIACH JI0 HeOec, TOYHO KeJiast IOTSHYThCS IO TAKOW OJIM3KOM U AAJIeKOH JIYHBI.

Kaiipon noHumaJ, 4to BCIO XU3Hb Oy/IeT COXaleTh O CBOeM TocTyrnKe. M mokoit emy Terepb
Oy/IeT TOJbKO CHUTHCSI.
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I'nasa 1. Promcu

— Promcu!

Piomcu otctpaneHHo cMoTpena B okHO. Ha ee nuiio magan KpoBaBblil OTOIECK JIEHUBO YXOMsI-
iero conna. Jlya Bce elre Teriblii OCeHHUM BeTepok. M31anm JOHOCUINCH TOCK/IMBbIE 3aBbIBAHUS
JepeBEHCKUX McoB. OCKOJIKM CHA HETOPOIUIMBO YJIETYUYUBAJINCh U3 MAMSTH.

— Promcu!

3amnax rapu B KOMHATe ellie YyBCTBOBAJICS, XOTsI TojioBa OoJiesia yke He TaK CUJIbHO.

[To3zaBuepa oM pacpaBUIIUCh C COCEASIMHU M COKIVIA UX JOM. JIerkuil 1pIM B3[bIMAJICS HAJl
MECTOM MO)apuIla. Msco, KOTopoe NMpoAaBaliv COCE/IU, OKa3a10Ch YesloBeueckUM. CTajio NOHATHO,
KTO CTOSUT 32 UCUE3HOBEHUEM JieTell. BRIBepHYThCS Y JIMXOAeeB He BHIILIO.

IImuuy 6 nebe yorc sudamv,
He noayuumucs cospame.

Brepsrie Promcr pajioBaiach, 4To y HUX He ObLIO JIEHET ¥ OTel] He MOT IO3BOJIUTH ceOe KyIHTh
MSICO, JakKe IO CTOJIb HUYTOXKHOM LIEHE.

— Promcu! — cHOBa npo3Byyai rosoc OpaTuka.

Bpatuk crosan Bosne Hee. Kak Beerna, rpOMKHNA.

— Te6s orer 30BeT! — mpokpuvai oH. — Bee xopomo?!

— 41, HaBepHOe. .. 3agpemMaiia, — OTO3BaJIach IEBOYKA.

— Croa?!

— Bugumo, u3-3a nypankoro apiMa. MHe OMEpEInoch, Kak JIBOE. .. KOJJIYHOB COPEBHOBA-
JIMCh. A elle CTOsUT IeHb, HO Ha HeOe s He 3ameTwuia [Ituis [pasast. [pencrasnsems? Tak Henpu-
BBIYHO.

— Koneuno, nomepemmmiock. Thl ke 3Haemb: KonayHoB aaBHO Het! Beex yomnmm! MnHaue ne
obu10 661 Me30cTu! U Bee cMori Obl Bpath!

— Mep3zoctu, — nonpaswia Promcu. — M HasbiBaii 910 [ITHenn. HeHaBUXKy CJIOBO «Mep30CTb».

— Iloromy uTO TEOsI MHOrJA TaK HA3bIBAIOT, — TO JIM CIPOCWI, TO JIM TIOATBEPIMI MaJbuMK,
HUYYTb HE CMYTHUBILIUCh. — A MHE HPaBATCA TBOU IIAATHA, U U1l MEHA Thl — caMasi KpacuBasl.

PiomcH He cTana oOBACHATH, YTO MPUYMHA HE TOJIBKO B OTMETHHAX MO IT1a3aMHU.

— Cnacu60, — ynpIOHyIaCh OHa, HEOCO3HAHHO MPUKOCHYBIIMCH K Iieke. — Ho oHO Benp maput
B HeOe. BepHo?

bparuk xuBHy1.

— U ¢popmoir HemHoro noxoxe. MHorue Hazpialot 310 [ITnnen. Bpone kak nogxoasiuee Ha3Ba-
Hue. CortaceH?

— HagepHoe, — noxai rmieyaM MajJbyuK U TYT ke HalmoMHWI: — Otery 30BeT!

— Vxe uny.

Bparuk kuBHyn 1 yoexai. Piomcu ele pa3 BhIIsIHY/Ia B OKHO. B HEKOTOPBIX JJOMax yxke cBe-
THIMCh OKHA. OHA YJIBIOHY/Iach, BCTIOMHMB, KaK B J€TCTBE €/ YyIHIOCh, OYATO THICSYM YyAOBHII U3
Beunoro Jleca HabmogaoT 3a Heil Bo Bee I1a3a. Ceilyac oHa MOYTH B3pOC/asi U CTPaxu y Hee Terepb
Apyrue.

Korna Promcn Bomuia B 00111y10 KOMHaTY, B HO3/IpY U3/1eBaTeIbCKU yaaprJl 3anax ebl. HeoObIk-
HOBEHHO BKYCHBII M JIaBHO 3a0bIThIil 3amax. JKMBOT 3aypyaj, CJIOBHO MOTPEBOXEHHBII BPEAHBIN
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pedeHoK, KoToporo eine ychmuin. HOmka u TpaBsiHbie HAMMTKY OOMaHbBIBAJIM JKETy/IOK JIMIIb HeHa-
JOJITO.

Ha crosne ctosin 3akonm4eHHbId ITIMHSAHBINA TOPIIOK, OTAAIIIUH TeryioM. JIerkuii HajeT caxu B
Urpe CBeTa OT CBeYeH U MEeUYKH MPeBpaIaiCs B MOJ0OUE YIBIOKH, TOYHO FOPIIOUEK caM paoBascs,
YTO HaKOHEI| HAallOJTHEH HopMaJsibHOM efol. [Taxiio Katei ¢ Kupom.

— Caguch Kymarh, — yIbIOHYJICS OTell.

— Otkypa ega? — yausuiacs Promcu.

Ortenl pOUrHOPUPOBAJT BOMPOC.

Muaammii OpaT KOCHIICS Ha TOPUIOK, HO MOAXOAUTH HE OCMETUBAJICS].

— Th1 He rononHas? — HAXMypUJI OpPOBH OTell.

Teneppb yxe nmpomonuana oHa. Her cmbicia oTBeuyarb, €C/IM HE TOJBKO OHH, a BCS JEPEBHS
’KUBET BIPOTOJIO/Ib.

— Kakoii apomar, — Boresn B oM crapiuii Opar. — Bel 4to, 6€3 MeHsI XOTeJIN yKUHATH?

OH nocremm K CTojy, Ha XOAy MOTHpasi PyKH.

— 41, Hanpumep, 1 He coOMpanack, — TIyKaBo yiabiOHynack Piomcu. — [Toka Tel He Bolen, Aymada,
YTO OTell TeOsI TPUTOTOBUIL.

Bce npbicHynu co cmexy. Kpome ora.

— Iam, a rae T Kpymy goctasi? DTo Bellb HE U3 3a1acoB? — YAUBUIICS CTapIIIMA.

Bparps 06cTynuimm ropiioyex.

Orer; 0OpaTHiI Ha HUX B3IVISIT CBOMX CYPOBBIX IJ1a3:

— 9710 He Bam! — cKa3aj OH, NOBbICUB rojyioc. Ha cTporom e MyKUnMHbI YUTAJIOCh HEJOBOJIb-
cTBO. — Y Promcu ieHb poxeHus.

Oba ManpuuKa ¢ yIMBJIEHHO-OOS3IMBBIM BBIPXEHUEM TIOCMOTPEIM HA OTHA M OTOILIA OT
crona. B Bo3yxe MOBUCIIO TsKEN0e, HEMPUSATHOE HAIPsIKEHME.

— Ho emie pano, — ynuswiace Promcu. — Henb3si nepeHOCUTh Mpa3IHUK Hamnepe.

Bpakku — ee IBOIOPOAHBIN OpaT — paccKasblBaI: OBITYET MOBEPhE, YTO K PeOCHKY B JIEHb €ro
POXIEHHSI IPUJIETAIOT TPH 3JIbIX yXa, M YTOOBI 33100pUTh UX, PSAFOM C KOJIBIOGNIBIO CTABAT Pa3iny-
Hble yromenus. [TakocTHUKY HaOpachIBAIOTCS HA eIy U 3a0bIBAIOT O CBOMX 3JIbIX HaMepeHusX. Hemb3s
MIEPEeHOCUTD TIPA3IHOBAaHMSI Ha JIeHb BIepe]] WM Ha3aJl WJIM BOBCE He Mpa3IHoBaTh. Besp 1yxu Bo3-
BpAIAIOTCS KAXKBI IO TOYHO B JIHb POXKJICHUsT peOeHKa.

— MBI He 3HaeM, UTO Hac KIET 3aBTpa, — OTell He 0Opaliaics HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO.

OH npaB, MBICJIEHHO corJlacuiiach PioMcu, ceiiyac Takue BpeMeHa, YTo JyXH — He Xy/IIas 13
6en. A Bpakku Bcerja MHOTO Yero pacckasbiBasl. BoH mocie cMepTy MaTepy HU pasy He Mpa3JHOBAJIH,
u Huuero. «MHTepecHo, Kak Tam cefiyac Bpakku», — MpOMeNIbKHY/a MBICTb.

UepHble TEHU MPOJOIDKANH TUISICaTh HA ONIEHBIX cTeHaX. [1maMs B ieur TaHIEBAJIO U BBITSATHU-
BaJIOCh.

— He Goiitech, s BaM OCTaBIO, — HAKOHEI cKa3ajia PloMcH, MbITasich pa3psiiuTh OOCTAHOBKY.

ITpu MeIcan 0 ene cHoBa 3aypyasio B kuBOoTe. OHA BUepa MOUTH HE efla, a KOrJa HaeJaiach
JOCBITA, YK€ ¥ BCIOMHHUTH HE MOIJIa. [0/1011, 0 KOTOPOM paHbIIIe TOJIBKO CIIBIIIAIH, TeTlepb MPHIIeT
B CUaCT/IMBYMKHU.

Crnerka HaxMypUBIINCH U3-3a CTPAHHOIO MOBEAEHUS OTLa, Pomcu Bce ke ycenach 3a CTOI.

— Kamka, — neBouka obnusaia ryoku. — A 3TO — YepHOSAHUK? — OHA 033/1a4€HHO B3IJISIHYJIA
Ha OTLIA.

Jlaxxe B CTOJIb IOHOM BO3pacTe OHA 3HaJA ITOT SIAOBUTHIN TpuO. [10THOCTHIO YepHbId U BECh B
JKEJITHIX TMPOKMIIKAX U KPACHBIX TOUKAX.

— CecrtpeHka, Thl, HeOOCh, MeperyTaiia, — MPOU3HeC CTapinii Opar, Ho PioMcu ycrblana B ero
roJioce Jierkoe OecroKoMCTBO, CXOXkKee C TeM, YTO YyBCTBOBAJIA cama.

— Tomnbko Moxox, — MOsICHUI oTell. — MI3-3a CXOACTBa C. . . YePHOSJHUKOM STU I'PUOBI e111e MOKHO
HarTi. OHM coBceM Oe3BpeHbIE U OYEHb BKYCHBIE.
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Tem He Menee PiomcH odyBCTBOBaIa JIOKb B cJIoBax oTia. OHa mpocieauia 3a ero B3IsiIoM.
OH KocuJIcsl B HEOOIBINOE KPYIJIOe OKOIIKO, BHIXO/SIIEE Ha YIUILY U COCeACKUe ToMa. TaMm K cTeHe
TIPUCIIOHUJICS KaKON-TO 0OOpBaHHBIN KajieKa. BhICTpo TeMHeN0, TOJIKOM HUYEro He pasrisiieTh.

3a okHOM nocbiacs Boi. CTano HEBEpOSITHO XOJIOIHO, U € KakK/IbIM YAApOM CepAlla CTaHO-
BUJIOCH TOJIBKO XOJIOJTHEH.

Piomcu 3actaBuiia cebst yIbIOHY ThCS:

— IonsTHO.

Bparps HenmoHnMaroIe HaOMogaIu 32 TIPOUCXOSIINM, TIEPEeBO/s B3I TO HA CECTPY, TO HA
OTIIA.

— 4 momymana, Thl OTpPaBUTH MeHsI coOpasicsi, — HeOpexHo Opocwia PioMcu u BHyTpeHHE
HAIpsIriach, 3aMEeTUB, KaK OTEIl OIYCTHII IJIa3a.

— He 6ecniokoiicst, noueHbka. Kymmaii.

PioMcH kMBHYNA U OIMyCTWIIA JIOKKY B TOPIIOK. ['psi3Hast yXMbUIKa KOTOPOTO Tereph OOJbIle
HATNIOMHMHAJIa XUIIHBIA OCKaJI.

Omna porananach, B yem jeso. ConHIe AaBHO 3alllo, a C HUM U «ITULA». BoT nouemy orery
3aresil CTOJIb MMO3AHUMN YKUH.

— Tol MeH# 3a Aypy Aepxkuilb? — ynplOKa Ha Juie PloMcy npeBpaTuiach B UICTEPUYECKYIO. —
Ecnu xoten oTpaBuTh, TO HYKHO OBUIO XOTs1 Obl MeJbUe MOpe3aTh.

— Orer, 3auem?! — KpUKHYJI Ha OTI[A CTAPIIUHI Opar.

Muaammit OpaTvK Havyas IyIakaTh.

My>X4rHa OIJISTHYJICS M OPOCHIT Ha CTapIIero ChiHA CEePIUTHIN B3TIISA.

— He BmemmmBaiicsi, — mporpemern oTell, ero rja3a CBepKHYJIM ONACHBIM OJIECKOM.

— Th1 3a yTO MOTYOUTH €€ Xouelb?! — He YHUMAJICS CTapIIIn.

Orter pe3Ko MOTHSUICS M yIApWJl ChiHA KyJTakoM B KMBOT. CTapimii 6pat pyxHyJ ¢ KPUKOM
6ommu. Ero ObI BEIpBAJIO OT yAapa, eciiv Obl ObLIO YeM.

— He BMemmBarics, ckasai xe! — MpoIeaut oTell CKBO3b 3yObl.

OH OTIyCTHJT ChIHA Y HATTPABUJICA B IAILHUM Yrosl. PioMcu 3ameTwiia crie3sl B I71a3ax OTIA.

— MBI ke TyT C rojiofy TiepeIoXHeM, — MyKYMHA TIeperyTraHHO B3IJISIHYJI Ha CKPYTHBIIETOCS
cbiHa. — Coceqika BOH CKOpO POIMT, a ed Bcero TpuHaaarh. He cutbHO crapie Piomcu. Xouerb,
4T00 M Hallla PUHECA ellle OuH keayaok? Ham yeTBepbiM ecTh Heuero.

[TpuyrHa, KOTOPYIO MPUBEI OTEll, M0Ka3aaach PloMcH Iynoii u npuayMaHHOM Ha XOMy.

Orer; 00epHyJIcs, YTOO CKPBHITH CIE3bl M TIOOHATH TONop. PioMcu 3aMeTnia Ha ero Jimie TeHb
HEKOTOPOH HEPEUIUTEIbHOCTH.

— IIpoctute MeHs1, 1eTH, HO JIydllle cpasy, YeM C ToJIofy, — CKa3ajl OH THXO.

— INanouka! IIpekpaTtu! — 3aKkpruya MMM,

Piomcu mokasanock, 4To MyK4rMHA XOTeJT 4TO-TO CKa3aTh MM, KaK-TO OIPaB/IaTh CBOU MOCTYTIOK,
HO, €CJIM HYXKHBIE CJIOBA M CYIIECTBOBAJIM, OHH, TIOXOXE, HE TIPUXOIWIN eMy Ha yM.

— Jla mpocTST MeHs1 60T, — MPOIIENTaN OH, 3aHOCS TOTIOP HaJl TOJIOBOM.

Promcu Tpsiciach oT yxkaca, nSTSICh OT OTIA, [TOKA HE YIepsiach CIIMHOW B XOJIOAHBIA KaMeHb
crenbl. CripaBa ObII0 OKHO. MyK4MHA 11T MEJJIEHHO, CJIOBHO JaBasi €M IIaHC yOexaTb.

— Promcu, 6ern! Criacaiicsi! — mpoopait crapiimi, Mpuxojsi B ceOsl.

JleBouKa Iposie3sia B OKHO U CIIPhITHYJIA HA 3eMJTI0, HO yOeraTh He pemanack. B nome ocraa-
JIMCh OpaThsl.

Orery cTpaHHO IOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee, B €T0 IJ1a3aX CTOSUTH CJIE3bl OTUASHbBS:

— IIpoctu... He mor unaue. .. He 6110 BIOOpA.

INo cniune Priomcu npodexan xononok. Ee nmoceTuiio crpaiHoe 4yBCTBO: OYITO OHA BUIUT OTIA
1 OpaTbeB MOCIIEAHUI pa3 B KU3HHU.

Bapyr cBepxy 4TO-TO IPOrpeMeIIo.
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Promcu 6pocunack GexaTh. 3eMils MOl HOraMU B3JIPOTHYJIa, HeOO cOTpsiC packar rpoma. M
9TO ObLI KpUK? Bapyr cTano HeBepOsSTHO TOCKJIUBO.

Bpewms, kazanoch, 3amemioch. CIIOBHO BCe IPOMCXOIMIIO Ha JTHE 03epa.

PiomcH oriyTriia, Kak HOT'd OTOPBAJIMCh OT 3€MJIM M €€ TIOHECIO MPOoYb, OY/ITO JIUCT, yBJeKae-
MbIi BeTpoM. UTO-TO JaBUIIO B CITUHY, IIPOHOCS MUMO JIOMOB, JIOMAIOIIUXCSI, TOI0OHO THIJIBIM JIepe-
BbAM.

910 KOHel?

“ITO TOJIBKO HA4YaJI0”, — BCIIBIXHYJIA HETTOHSTHO OTKY/JAa BO3HUKILAS MBICIb.

3areM cTajio HeBBIHOCHMMO 00JbHO. U Bee ucuesso.

2

— IIpockinaiics, Piomcu, — pa3Oyaut ee ycTasblii )eHCKHIA ToJoc.

Promcu oTkpbLIa 11a3a, OUIyTUB JIETKOE FOJIOBOK PYKEHHUE.

Yepes OKHO CTPyWIICS COJHEYHBIN CBET, 03apss BCIO KOMHATY. [IeBOUKe Ha MTHOBEHbE IOKa-
3aJI0Ch, UTO OHA HAXOMMTCS JOMA: TE K€ CTEHBI U3 XOJIOIHOro Oe0ro KaMHs, TOT K€ BHJ U3 OKHA
— Jioma y Jieca.

B komHare BuTaJI €/1Ba YJOBUMBIN CMpajl, HAIOMUHAIOIIMI 3alaX YECHOKA.

Bosne kpoBatu crosiia JKeHIIMHA, BHIIAAEBIIAs ONeYaJICHHOM.

— Tersa? — ynusunace Promcu.

[Mocneanuii pa3 oHU BUIETUCH OKOJIO YEThIpeX JIeT Ha3al, KOrjaa TeTs MPUHOCUIIA 1ieeOHbIe
TpaBbl AJis1 Opara.

— Kaxk b1 cebs1 uyBCTBYyeIb? — CIIPOCHJIA KEHIIMHA.

Piomcu 6pocuina B3I Ha CBOM PYKH, HA KOTOPBIX BUAHEIUCH MOYTH 3aTSHYBIIIMECS PAHBI.

Ho nieBouka uyBCTBOBaJIa, 4TO YIIMOBI ¥ TIOPE3bl y Hee He TOJIKO Ha pyKax.

— 4 y Bac goma? — 03ajau€HHO CIPOCUJIa OHa.

— CaMo cOoOOH.

— YV MeHd Obl1a OX0Xkas KOMHATA.

— Hy, 310 He yauBUTENILHO, B JIEpEBHE BCE JOMa IMOXOXHU. Pa3Be 4YTO y OBIBIIErO CTapOCTHI
OTJIMYAJICS. A HaIlU. .. — FOJIOC KEHIIMHBI CJIeTKa APOrHYJ. — TBOIi 10M, Kak M MHOTHe. .. Ero Oosbiie
HET, — TSOKEJNO cKazana Ters. Ee ma3a ctaim MOKpbIMHU.

—Yr0 cinyuminocs?! — BoiiHeHMe PioMcu BbipBaiock Hapy:Ky. OHa BCcioMHMIIa TOT Bevep. OTua.
bparses.

— Jletouka, Tperb CUaCTIMBYMKOB pa3pylleHa.

— Tpetsb... Pa3pymiena... — Piomcu Oynto He moHMMasa 3HaYeHus 3TUX cioB. — Kak Takoe
Moo ciayuutbes? M3-3a yero?

Ters mokayasa rojJoBO:

— OrpoMHoOe 4yJOBHIIE YIaJI0O Ha IEPEBHIO, — KEHIIIMHA OYIITO C TPY/IOM BbIJaBIMBaJA U3 CeOs
CJIOBA, €i SIBHO HE XOTEJIOCh pAaCCKa3bIBaTh OOJIbIIE, YeM HYXHO. — OHO YHUUTOXKHUIIO BCE O[] COOOA.
Jaxe moma, CTOSIBIIME MTOOIM30CTH OT MECTA MAJEHH.

— A Mog cembsa? Yto ¢ Humn?

Ters Mmonuana, orycTUB IJ1a3a:

— Eme Tonnkom Hmyero He sicHO. Hagexna ecth.

Promcu Obuta 1asieko He TIynoi u Bee noHsuia. OHa ocraiack coBceM ofHa. Uto nanbime? Eit
HEoOXOIMMO BpeMsi, YTOObl oyMaThb. [1neun npuaaBuio orryiieHre moHON OeCIOMOIIHOCTH.

— DTOro MpocTo He MOKET ObITh, — MpolIenTana PioMcu, oTyasHHO 3aMoTaB ronoBou. — Kak
JKe s BBDKUJIa?

— He 3Hato. bpakku Te0s Hamen. Twl yxke Tpu AHS Yy Hac U BCe 9TO BpeMs Mponexana 0e3
CO3HAHUSI.

10



C. U. IlaxomoB. «Prommepn»

Tpu nHs Ge3 co3nanus. [ToBe3no, YTO ceMbsl TETH HAlUIA U IPUIOTHIIA ee. PloMcH He xoTena
Jaxe JayMaThb, YTO MOIJIO CITYYUThCS, HAUM €€ — IBEHAIIATUIIETHIO IEBUYIIKY — O€3 CO3HAHUS KTO-
HUOYIb APYTOM.

— Tak kak ThI ce0s1 gyBcTBYyelb? Uto-HUOYab OOMUT? — HECMOTPSI HA BHEIITHEE CIIOKONCTBUE
JKEHIIIMHBI, B €€ roJIoce MPOCKAJIb3bIBAJIO HATIPSIKEHUE.

— Huuero, Bce B opsizike.

Piomcu 3aMeTnna, 4To TeTsl HA pasy He BCTPETUIIACH C Hel B3IJISIIOM.

— Ceituac s TeOs HAKOPMITIO, HO TIOTOM ThI JJOJDKHA TIOKMHYThH HAlll JIOM, — 0e3 MaJlelIero
OTTEHKa HEeTPHI3HU MTPOU3HECIA XO3SIHKA.

Piomcn nipekpacHo noHnMana, B uyem Jiesio. KoneuHo, numiHeMy prty HUrae He paasl. Ho oHa
HE 0KMJajia OIOOHBIX CJIOB OT POIHOM TETH.

— SIcHo, — ynpIOKa Ha ee JIle MoMepKia. — Bel Beib 3HaeTe, 4To MHE HeKyaa noutu. Tem He
MeHee TOHUTE MPOoYb. 3a4eM craciu torjaa?

— Mmue oueHs *kaib. [ToiiMu, 51 Beib He co 371a TeOs BBIroHs110. Ho ckopo Ham caMyM ecTb CTaHeT
HEyero.

Piomcu nopaBuia B cede keaHue BCTaTh U YUTH, CKa3aB HAMOCIEJOK HECKOIBKO HEMPHUSTHBIX
cioB. Eil janock 310 ¢ TpynoMm. "benHsaKy ropaocTb He Mo KapMaHy”, — IPO3BYYaJIi B TOJI0BE CJI0BA
OBIBIIIETO CTAPOCTHI.

Piomcu crapanach He MOKa3bIBaTh Jake TEHU OyleBaBIIMX B Hell sMormii. OHa He3aMeTHO
cKaJjla PyKy B KyJIaK, BOH3UB HOTTHU B JIAIOHb:

— IIpomy, TeTs, pa3pemmre octatbes y Bac. S Oyay moMorats 1o JIoMy. . .

— 51 e ckazana, Mbl rojiofaeM, — CKBO3b 3yObl IIpepBaJia KeHIIMHA.

Bbut0o BUIHO, YTO il HempUATHO BBICTABIIATH JIEBOUKY Ha yiuily. M Promcu ynienuinach 3a 10T
IT1aHC.

— 4 ocranack cuporoii, 6e3 0oMa, — AeBOYKA 3aroBopriia noxanoOHee. — S cama cebe Oymy
noObIBaTh ey, 00y301 [UIs Bac He cTaHy. M craHy momoratb, 4eM CMOTY.

Piomcn mpukycuia HUKHIOK TyOy, MPEeKpacHO OCO3HaBasl, KAKOE KaJKOE 3pesIvIle ceiyac
SIBJISIET COOOM: TIPOCUT O TIOMOIIIH JIIOZIEH, KOTOPBIM, JJOJIKHO OBITh, CAMUM HY)KHA TIOMOIIIb.

— Promcu, ThI ceifuac 4To yrogHo ckaxenib. [7ie ke Tol exy noOynenib? 3eMiisi He POIUT, €Ibl
BCE MEHbIIIE ¥ MEHbIIIE, — CKa3aJia TeTs APOKAIIIM T'OJIOCOM.

B xomHary BOexas MabuuK. BRICOKMIT M XyHOIaBhIiA, Ha BUI He cTapiie Pomcu.

Ha ero rpyau no6mieckuBai cepeOpsiHbI MeAaiboH B (hopMe MoTyMecsia — KakIbli KUTeIb
JIepeBHU HOCHUJI TaKOU.

— OHa MOXkeT XOIUTb CO MHOM 32 HAKMBOM ! — BBIIAJIMII OH.

— Bpakku, CHIHOK, — MPOrOBOPHIIA JKEHIIIUHA, — ThI AYMaelllb, TBOU. . . TIOUCKH JIOJTO MPOISTCS ?
Honro kopmuTh Hac OymayT? U He 3a0bIBaid, Kak 9TO OMACHO.

— [Ipocrure, — BMemanace Piomcu, — HO eciy Bbl POJHOTO ChIHA OTITYCKAaeTe 3a TOW «HAaKH-
BOil», TO K UeMy 3a MEH$ IIepeKuBaTh?

Piomcu B3misiHyNIa Ha TeTio, HO Ta OTBEJA IJiasa.

— He BmenmBaiics. I He cMOTpu Ha MeHs Tak, OyATo s Tebe 4To-To JoykHA. — Ha nuie sxeH-
IIIMHBI TIPOCTYNWIN clla0ble MPU3HAKYU pasfpaxeHusi. — Thl MHE HUKTO. DTO U3-3a TeOs MOsI cecTpa
ymeprna! OT Tebst OMHO HecyacThe. . .

— Mawma, nepecranb, — BOCKJIUKHYT Bpakku. — Ml yke 06 3ToM roBopuin. [lamna Beap He mpo-
THB.

Ters HeMHOrO NoMeInJIa:

— Moxerib ocTaTbCsl B 9TOM KOMHATE, — XOJIOAHO CKa3asia OHa Tepel TeM, Kak YHTH.

DBpaKKY BBIIOXHYN U YABIOHYJICS HEBEPOSTHO KPACHBOM YJIBIOKOHM, KOTOpasi COBEPILIEHHO He
MOJIXO/IMJIA K €r0 KPYIJIOMY BECHYIIIYaToMYy JIMILY — OyATO MpUHAJIeKaIa He eMy.
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— 4 3Hau, 4TO OHA TeOs He BHITOHUT. Y Hee noOpoe cepmiie. Ho Bce paBHO HEpBHUYAT, — ITPH-
3Haicd bpakku. — He cepanch Ha MaMy, BpeMeHa U MPaB/ia TSAKEIbIE.

Piomcu kuBHyJa — 3HaM0.

Bpakku nouryn He n3Menwuicss. OHa JaBHO He BUJEIACh CO CBOUM JABOIOPOJHBIM OpatoM. Cuact-
JIMBYMKH, KOHEUHO, HEMaJIeHbKasi IEPEBHsI, HO BCE e TO ObIO CTPAHHO.

— Jla He xMypbcst Thl. He BHITOHUT OHA TeOsi. — BpaKKM JIETKOMBICIIEHHO MaxHYJ pyKOu. — A
Kakue oHa Jieriemku aenaer! O6wbenennbe! 3Haenib, u3 yero? Hukorga He moBepuib. VI3 pasHbix
KOPEIIKOB U TpasB.

Ha ero nuiie cHOBa NOsIBUIIACh «4ysKasi» YJIBIOKA.

— IloBepio — 1eHp Ha JBOpE.

— TouHo, — OH rpoMKO paccMmestics. — [lonacTb-nponacTb, CKOJIBKO X Mbl He Bujaenuch? Cto
net, HaBepHoe. Kak Tbl, cecTpeHka?

[Mocennee coBo Be3BaJIO y Promcu 601b:

— Tol MeHs criac?

— A 1o! Koraa Harmmen, Thl Jiexaina 0e3 co3HaHus. Mbl C Marnoi ¥ NpuHEeCTIH JOMOM.

— A moum Opaths... oter;? OHU OCTaBAIUCh B JIOME, KOTJA. . .

—IIpocry, HO, Tymato, OHU MEPTBBI, — Tpou3Hec Bpakku, crapasich He cMoTpeTs Plomcu B 11a3a.

— Tel Buzen ux Tena? — copocuiia OHa, U30 BCEX CHJI MbITASICh JBIIATH CIIOKOMHO.

— Her, xoHeuHo, — nokavaJs rojoBoi Majib4uK. — Ho OT GOJBIIMHCTBA IOMOB HUYETO He OCTa-
70ck. HUKTO OBI HE BBIKUJT MOCIIE TAKOTO.

[Nepen rmazamu PiomMcu nosiBUiICS MTavqylyid Maqmnid OpaTuk. M crapimii — MmelTalomuyics
ee 3amuTuTh. 1 oren. ..

Ona yyBCTBOBaJIa BUHY Tepel OpaTbsMu, OOJbINE BCErO coXkajes O TOM, YTO OHU JIeXKaT B
OIHOM «MOTHJIE» C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOro OHa Ha3biBasla OTLOM. OHa He YyBCTBOBAJIA PAOCTH OT €T0
CMEpTH, HO U TOPEYU TOXKE.

Promcu mocrapanacek He IymMarth ceiiuac o ponHbix. He B crlax u30aBUTBCS OT UyBCTBA BUHBI
Y HE XkeJasi HU C KEM JISIUTh CBOE rope.

— Pacckaxu o... uynoBuiie.

— O Benukane? Hy, ¢ BUgy moxox Ha Hac — JIOAEW, TO ecThb. TONbKO 3JOPOBEHHBIN, HE 3psi
BeJIMKaH-TO. Pa3 B cTo Gosblile yenoBeka.

— He ynuBnena. B mpoTrBHOM ciydae OH He pa3Hec Obl OJIIEPEBHH, — HEBECENIO YCMEXHYJIach
Promcu.

— la yx, u To nipaBaa. Bot Tonbko ¢ mageHueMm ere nondensl. Hauanack coBceM yx cKBepHast
ucropus, — Bpakku HapounTo nomopuics. — Kopoue, Tex, KOro yanoch BHITAIUTh U3-T10/] 0OBAJIOB
JKUBBIMH. .. Y HUX KO CTasia Kak Oyaro cepo-Oypasi. OHM IOTOM, KOHEYHO, BCE PABHO CTHUHYJIU, HO
YCTIENTN 3aPa3UTh TeX, KTO UX MPUIOTUI. §1 CIbIXas, y JIofeid BbIJIETEM BCe 3yObl, BHITAAATA BOJIOCHL. . .
Msuoro noru6so. [lana HECKOJIBKO pa3 Ha JIeHb MPUXOIWI MMPOBEPUTh, HE MU3MEHUJICS JIU U 'y TeOs
1BeT KoXku. — Ero B3msA] 3aaepskaics Ha ee ymie. — He 6ouch, 0 TBOMX OTMETHHAX OH 3HAeT.

Piomcu neronbko KMBHYJIa, MPEANOUMTas HUKaK He KOMMEHTHPOBATH €r0 CJI0Ba.

Omna He o4YeHb MOMHMJIA OTIa BPaKKH, Tak Kak OH Bce BpeMsi ObLT B pazbe3/iax. A MOTOM MaTh
Piomcu ymepna, v X ceMbU IOCCOPUIIUCH.

— Ho xondr cinyxu, — npogonkui Bpakku, — 4to ecTh U TakHe. .. Hy... U3 TeX, KOrO BHITAIUTD
HE BBIIIUIO. .. KOTOPBIE U HE YMepJIH BOBCE. XOTs1, KOHEUHO, IOJKHBI ObLTH. HOUBIO OHU KyTKO CTOHYT
Y BOIOT. A’ TYT CJIBIIIIHO.

Piomcn Monyasa, mbITasick OCMBICTUTB €0 cJloBa. Bee, uTo OH pacckasai — Oe3ymue, MoTHOe
Oesymue.

— O kako¥ Takol HaKUBE Thl TOBOPUJI? — HAKOHEIl CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Ilourn nonoBuHa nepeBHU pas3pylueHa... Kopode, uiliem 4to-To LIeHHOE Cpey pa3BajivH.
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— A emre kopoue — rpadure. [Iymaio, rpabuTh MEpTBBIX — 3TO TOUYHO K HecyacTblo. — Promcu
HEBOJILHO ycMexHYyJ1ach. OHa COCKy4MiIach o Bpakku.

OH HeyBepeHHO, OYTO U3BUHSISCH, IOXAJI TICYaMHU.

— Kak Bce, Tax u 5. [T1yno He BOCIIONB30BaThCsl CUTYAIINEH, — TPOM3HEC OH C JIETKUM YIIPEKOM
B rosioce. — Kuip, MO¥i. .. Ipyr, TOBOPUT: OrpaOUTh MOKHO KUBBIX, MEPTBHIM UMYIIIECTBO HH K UEMY.

Piomcu nipeacTaBmiia, Kak KTO-TO PBILIET 10 Pa3BaJIHAM €€ JOMa, TJIe JIeKAaT TeJla €e POIHbIX.

— A Kopou? — Piomcu OyATO BBIILTIOHYJIa 3TO UMSI.

— A uto Kopou? Kak Oyaro oH crapocra.

Piomcn nmmib xmbikHyIa. Bee 3Ham, 4to, M30aBUBIIMCH OT CTapocThl, Kopod cras riaBHbIM
B CyacTIMBYMKAX.

— Hy, oH Bpone Kak HEHOBOJIEH, HO TOfiesiaTh HMYEro He MOXKET, — CHOBA IMOXaJ IUIedyaMu
Bpakku. — Bpemena Takue, npuxoautcs BbLKUBaTh. [loHMMaen?

— Jla, — OHa MpHHSJIa €ro MoC/eTHUE CJI0BA OCTOPOKHBIM KMBKOM, — s TIOHUMAIO TeOs1, HO BCe
xe. ..

Piomcn HemMHOTO MomMenIa 1 JoOaBIIa:

— TBo#1 Apyr Bce MPaBWIIBHO CKa3ajl. MepTBBIM HUYEro He HyKHO. TOJbKO HaM-TO 3a4eM MX
LIEHHOCTH ?

— Kak 3710, 3auem? 3arem, 4TO LIeHHOE JOOPO MOKHO OOMEHSITh Ha ej1y.

JleBouKa BCMIOMHMIIA, KaK OpaT paccKasbiBas O 3a€3KUX TOProBLIAX, KOTOPHIE MEHSITH LIEHHBIE
Belmy Ha rnuiry. Ho ux cembsi K HUIM He oOpalnanach — U3-3a OTCYTCTBUSI Yero-JMO00 IIEHHOTO. . .

— IoHATHO. A OMAcHOCTh, O KOTOPOU FOBOPHJIA TETS — U3-32 OOBAJIOB?

— He coBcem. O0OBaJbl — e1iie He caMoe CTPAIIHOe, — CJIerka BUHOBATO CKa3aJl MAJIbUUK, XOTS
SIBHO 0OpaIOBAJICS, UTO OHA COMJIACKIIACh. — 3aBTPa YBUJIUIIIb, OTIbIXAM.

Ocrapimich ofHa, Piomcu ornsinenacs. Kpome kpoBatu, B KOMHaTe OOJIbIIe HUYEro He CTOSUIO.
JleBouKa OCTaHOBHMJIA B3MJIsI HA CTEHE: O/IMH YYaCTOK SIBHO OTJIMYAJICS.

Kamnu, u3 koTopbix crpomim gjoma B CyacTiMBYMKax, ObUIM MOYTH OeJible, €C/IM He CUUTATh
MEJIKMX Pa3BOIOB, TOXOKMX HA 3aCTHIBIIMI KOPUYHEBATHIN JbIM U CEPYIO MAYTUHY, TOHIMYIO BETPOM.
A erie oHM TOOIECKMBAJIH Karenbkamu cod. Ho cTponnm goma cToib KCKYCHO, YTO Ka3aioch, OyATO
KUJIbE COCTOMT M3 IEJILHOTO KYCKa KaMHSI, JJake MeCTa CKJICMKH HUKTO He MOT pas3riisieTh.

JIpIpy B CT€HE XOThb M 3a/IeJIaji XOPOIIIO, HO OHA BCE K€ BBIIENISIIACH CBOUM TPSI3HBIM 1IBETOM
Y TpEeIMHAMU, TIOXOIMBIIMMH Ha YE€PHBIE MOJIHUM — TOYHO FHUJION 3yO Ha OENOCHEKHOMW YIIbIOKE.
PiomcH criioTHy1a, MOHSIB, YTO TYT KTO-TO YMep.

Bepnynach TeTs, noctaBuB niepes PioMcu IIIMHSIHYI0 MUCKY C TIOXJIEOKOM 1 Jienenky. B Hozapu
yZapuJ TEIUIbIA BKYCHBI apoMar.

— TeGe Hy)HO MOECTh, — XOJIOTHO MPOrOBOPHIIA KEHIIMHA.

— bnaropmapio Bac.

— Ecnu nefictButensHO OnarogapHa, — Opocuiia yepes IUeuo TeTsl, BBIXOIs U3 KOMHATHI, — TO
MOKMHEIb Hac.

[MoxeOka OblJIa HABAPUCTON U HE TAKOU KUKOW, KaK TPUBBIKJIA PoMcy, B Hell Jake TuiaBaiv
KyCOYKH Msica. [leBouKa mome yiuia JIMIIb MTHOBEHHE TIepes] TeM, Kak HAOPOCUThCS Ha efly.

CweB Bee 10 Karumi, Piomcn BbUM3aia MUCKY. 3aTeM yrnajia Ha KpoBaTh U pa3pblaaiach — OHa
BCe ellle JIoOnIa OTIia ¥ cKydJasa o Hemy. Jlioouna OpatbeB. JIloOua 3Ty kKeCTOKYIO U HeCIIpaBe/I-
JIMBYIO %U3Hb. OCTaBaJICS OIMH-€IMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXO/I: HAOpaThCsl TEPIIEHUS M BBIAEPKATh BCE, UTO
ee xaeT. Benp oHa oco3HaBasia — Jasbliie jierde He CTaHeT.
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3

PromMcu ocTopoxHO cenana mepBblid I70ToK. KHUAKOCTh 000XKIIIA S3BIK, JAECHBI M Jaxke 3yObl,
CITyCTHJIACh T10 IJIOTKE, O€3:KaJIOCTHO Tep3asi IUIoTh. OTell yuuit: ropsiuee ea — HaJoJblie OOMaHelb
KeJyloK. PloMcun Hazesuach JIMIIb Ha TO, YTO HE CBAPUTCSH U3HYTPU.

IOmka B 3TOT pa3 okaszanack He Takas HaBapucTas. M Plomcu 3Hana npuunHy.

Uepes NpUOTKPHITYIO IBEPh BUIHENCH 3aI1achl MUIH — CYILIEHbIE OBOLIH, SATO/bI, IPUOBI, ppIOA.
Heb6onpI10#i Menok 3epHa, Ha KOTOPOM JIeKaJli 3aBepHYThIE B TKaHb JIeNeKy. Takxke cTosia 60uka
C KBallleHOW KarrycToi: PioMcu 3T0 noHsu1a no 6epe30BbIM NPYThSM, TOPYALUM CBEpXY. bbul naxe
OO0UOHOK ¢ MeJIoM. Bucenu BeHKM M3 JIyKa, YECHOKA, CBA3KM HE3HAKOMBbIX TpaB. [Iuina cioBHO Ha
IIOKAa3 BBICTABJICHA.

CnoBHo?

Promcn ycMexHynach. Bpakky packpbul ei 3aMbICes CBOEW MATepH, 3aKJIIOYAOIINNCA B TOM,
uyT0 Promcu He yaepKuTcs, CTallliT HEMHOTO €16l ¥ TAMHO HACHITUTCA €10 IO OTBAJIA, 3a YTO €€ [TOTOM
1poroHAT. CoBpaTh He BHIMAET — CIIPOCAT JHEM.

Ona e1e pa3s oriszena CKyIHbIN 3a11ac ALY, PeJHA3HAYEHHBIN JJ1 CEMBU U3 YETBIPEX YEJI0-
BEK, B KOTOPYIO MPHOaBIIIACh camMa. YJIbIOKa Ha JIMIIe TIOMEpKJIa.

Promcy HEOXOTHO MOKMHYJIA YYKOU JIOM: MIOKMHYTh — O3HAYaJI0 yAOCTOBEPUTHCH, UTO BCE, O
4EM ell paccKasaiv, MPOMCXOIUT Ha CaMoOM Jiesie. A B CTeHax JIoMa OHa IpeObiBaia B OJIaKEHHOM
HeBeleHnu. Y crnasa TOBOJIBHO XOpOWIO, AaXe HE CIIBINA, KaK BOIOT MEPTBELbI, O KOTOPBIX paccKa-
3B Bpakku.

CeronHst OHM TTOWIYT 32 HAKMBOW. PloMcu He HpaBuiach 9ta 3atest. [la 1 Teso Bee erte 6051e1o
Y HYKJaJI0Ch B OT/bIXe. TeM He MeHee OHa COrIacHiIach, MPEKPpacHO MOHMMAasI, YTO BHIOOpA Y Hee HeT.

Promcu ncnibiThiBaNa v cTpax, M Bo30ykaeHue. Bep, ¢ Apyroii CTOpoHbI, Ha 3TO MOKHO ITOCMOT-
peThb, KaK Ha MPUKJIIOYEHHe, KOTOPOro OHA OKUJlaJia BCIO kM3Hb. HO yTemennem 1o OblIo cnalObiM.
Beunpi Jlec, Kak e el XOTeJI0Ch HUKOIA HE MOJyYaTh TAKOW MOJAPOK OT KU3HU!

Mornonoit Mecsiiy oOpaTtu B3op Ha Piomcn, 3anHTepecoBaBIuch He3BaHOoU roctbeil. [IprkocHo-
BEHHUE BO3/IyXa 00/1aJI0 JIMLIO XOJIOOM, a TTOfl CTApEHbKOE 1 3aIITONaHHOE OfIesTHIE, KOTOpoe el 1aa
TeTs, IPOHMKJIA YTpeHHsA npoxiaaga. Ha ynuue BoHsuto. BHyTpu noma Promcen 310 enBa omyimana,
HO Ternepb BOHb yCWJIWIIACh. BeTep MpUHOCKII HENPUATHBIE 3allaxy, CMEIIaHHbIE C YEM-TO HEYJIOBUMO
MEp3KHM U HenpaBUIbHBIM. CKJIaJbIBaJIOCh BIEYaTIeHHe, OyATO KTO-TO CTOsUI Y UCTOKOB BETpa U
BBIKPUKMBAJI B BO3[lyX I'PA3HBIE CJIOBA.

B spkoMm JIyHHOM cBeTe pacKauMBaIOLIMECS IOfl BETPOM BETBH JEPEBbEB OTOPACHIBAIM Ha
CTEHBbI IOMOB NPUYYJJIMBBIE TEHH, KOTOPbIE AEPrajlich B MOJYMpAKe, TOYHO OTIUISCHIBATIM HEKUU
CyMacuUIeAIINI TaHew.

Bce pexe 3By4alt j1ail IICOB, @ PAHHIOKO IIECHB IIETYXOB U BOBCE TENEPb HE YCIbIUMIIL. OT IOHU-
MaHMsl, IIOYEMY TICOB TOXKE CIIBIIIHO BCE PEXKE, CTAHOBUJIOCh HEBEPOSTHO I'PYCTHO.

CYacTIMBUMKY CUUATATIMCH OOJbIION JepeBHe. CeMbs TETH KWila OYTH Ha Kpalo, a 3HAUMT,
oHM ¢ Bpakku moiayT Ha qpyroi KoHell JepeBHU. Buaumo, nostomy OpaT U 3axX0Tesl OTHPaBUThCS,
KOIZ1a B3OMIET COJHLE — Iy Th IIPEACTOAT JAIEKU.

Bnpyr Promcn ycnsinana rojgoca u 3atania gpixaHue. OCTOPOXXKHOCTb 3aCTaBUJIA €€ OCTaHO-
BUTBCH.

Ha ynune crosiia TbMa, HO JIYHHOTO CBETa BIIOJIHE XBATaJlo, YTOO Pa3IMUMTh JBE (PUTYPBI.

I'onoc Bpakku oHa y3Hana cpa3y, BTOPOl MaJIbuuK ObLT €1 HE3HAKOM.

Iloxoxe, ee He 3amerwin. CrapasAch He BblIaTb CBOETO IPUCYTCTBUSA, PloMcu mogkpaach
Onrke ¥ IpUCITyIIAIACh.

— ...B TeX JIoMax He Oe/ICTBOBAIIN.

— Yepr ¢ T0OO#, — OypKHYJI HE3HAKOMBbII MasTburK. — [Torumu. Kakoro yepra crouin?
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— Ilorogu uyTKa, — oto3Bajicst bpakku. — CerogHs nomuemM BTPOEM.

— Ta neBka OyzmeT ¢ HaMu? — MPoOypUaT He3HaKoMell. — KTo Obl coMHeBacs.

— Ee 30ByT Promcu. Eil ceiiuac Henerko — CToibKO NepekuTh.

— CnabocTh — He onpaB/aHue.

— Myxunne — 1a. Ho 4o mutoxoro, eciii ieBouka okaxkeTcs cnadoi? Kak Oyaro He Haiinercs
TOro, KTO €€ 3allUTUT!

— W obuaut, 4to Oojiee BEPOSITHO, — XMBIKHYJT HE3HAKOMEII.

— Beunplii Jlec! — Beipyrasicsa Bpakku u, cyas 1o 3Byky, clunioHy/1. — He Bce Beap Mpasu, gaxe
B HBIHEIITHEe BpeMsl.

Oba yMONKJIM, 1 Ha MTHOBEHHE B BO3JyXe MOBUCJA THIIMHA, PEepbiBaeMasi YbMM-TO BOEM.
Be3pa3nuuHblil MecsIIl T1aBaJl B OKPYKEHUU 3BE3].

— Kup, s xe pacckasbiBai — y Hee He OCTaJIOCh POJHBIX, — HAPYILIMII MOTYaHHE Bpakku.

«3HauuT, BTOPOI MaIbUMK U ecTh Kup, 0 KoTopoM BYepa ynomuHan Bpakku», — orajganach
Promcu.

— Ponnbie Toxxe ymupaiot. OHa CBOMX XOTs1 Obl IOMHUT, — OypKHYJ Kup.

— Cuuraerb, oHa OyzieT JUIsi Hac 00y30¥1?

— 4 tak ckazan?

— Ilama roBopuT, — 3asBUI BpaKKH, — YTO JI0 OIMpPEAETIEHHOrO BO3pacTa JIEBOYKHU He ciadee
MaJTbYMKOB.

— Bpakku, uept! Thl u3aeBaceiibcsa ? MounTces oHa, HaBepHOE, Toke Kak Mbl? [1o onpeniesieHHOro
BO3pacTta, KoHeuHo. He roBopst yxe o... Jpyrux nogpoOHocTsx. O KOTOPHIX, KaK MHE KaXeTcs, THI B
CBOEM CKa30YHOM MHpE JI0OPBIX JIeJl ¥ He JOTaIbIBACIIIbCS.

— He poragpiBatocs?! [Iymaenb, 1 He 0OIIAIOCH C IEBUOHKAMH? — OTrpbI3HYJICS Bpakku. — Thi-
TO SIBHO 3HATOK JieBoueK. CBoe-To orpakeHre Buaan? [loxox Ha kaby, KOTOPHIX MO OTeIl JIOBUT.
Ecnum xabe mydok BOJIOC MPULIETTUTH — OT TeOsI U HE OTIUYHIIIb.

— Einie ThI, HECOMHEHHO, CMOXEIIb YBUJIET, UYTO Y MEHsI THUJIbIE 3yObl U BOJIOCHI JIE3YT, CJIOBHO
y cTapuika. XOTsI MHE OKOJIO MsATHaAUATH JieT. CKOJIbKO TOYHO — HE 3HAI0, a TeX, KTO 3HaJI, IaBHO HET
B JKUBBIX, — CIOKOMHO IIporoBopui Kup. — «3HaTok 1eBouYeK». .. XeX... 51 )KuBy ¢ Mulajilien cecTpou
1 3200THJICS O Hell ¢ mesieHOK. BoT oTkyna Mowu. .. 3HaHUS.

— W BoBce y MeHsl He CKa304yHbli MUp. XBaTuT Tak roBoputb. — Cyas no ronocy, bpakku
CMYTHJICSL.

— Ho Benb THI Bce BpeMsi MeuTaelb ObITh J0OpeHbKIM. BOH 1eBYOHKY npuTatul. Thl cliaBHBIN
napeHb, bpakku, HO ThI I1yn. Bam ke camum xpatb Heuero! Kakue TyT, K 4epTy, MeuTs?!

— Korna ronon vicue3Her U cTaHeT Jiydile, s1 He X0uy, 4To0 MHe ObUIO CTHIIHO 3a TO, YTO S
aenan. Pyka nmogaiomero HIKorja He OIycTeer.

— Cepbesno? C TakuMu pedyamMu MOKEIlb [0 JOMaM XOIUTh, OMpoIaiiHAYaTh. Thl XOTh OHU-
Maelib, YTO TOBOPHIIIb, MJIM TOJIBKO TIOBTOpPsieb? YBEPEH: ITO TOXE CJIOBA TBOETO OTLIA.

— A ecJii ¥ Tak, 4TO C TOro?

— Yepr Bo3bMu! — psiBkHYa Kup. — A 10, 4TO syulnie He cTaHeT. Sl M caMm Tak paHbie ceOst
yCTIOKanBaJl, — CKa3ajl oH. — JIeHb 3a THeM, HOUb 32 HOUbI0 OOMaHbIBas cebsi. Ho oT HajgexX bl TONKY
MaJio. MHe MpUIIIOCh HAKOHEI] CMUPUTBCS C IEUCTBUTENBLHOCTHIO. U TeGe Obl He moMeraio.

— Kak 6ynro Hago omyckars pyku. Coryumack 6e/1a, HO /J1sl HAC HAKOHEI[-TO MOsIBUJIACH BO3-
MOXHOCTb BBUKHUTH. [Topoemcst HeMHOTO B pa3BajIMHaX. ..

— BosmoxHocTs BeikUTH? He Hecn uymib, — nepedun Kup. — 3abbul, Kak BYepa Majio He
noru6mm?

— KoneuHo, Her, — npusHaics bpakku. — 3aro, misauib, u PioMcu okaxkercst nonesHon. Ham
TaK 4acTO BCE CXOOWIO C PYK, UYTO MBI JIe3eM Ty/Aa, KyJa paHblie Obl HEe TOJIe3/. A OHa CBEKUM
B3IJISIZIOM HAC OT PUCKA-TO U yAepXKUT. TeM Oosiee Thl caM TOBOPHJI, YTO HAM ITOMOTJIA 3TA. . . TPAreausl.

— Dx, Bpakku, TBOM ClIOBa CIafKKe, CJIOBHO MeJl C YepToronoxa, — OypkHya Kup.
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Havano nogHuMaThCs COMHIIE, a 3Be3/Ibl YKe TIOUTH pacCTBOPUJIMCH B yTpeHHeM Hebe, 1 Plomcu
HHUYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KPOME KakK BBIATH K peOsitam. OHa BHIKMHYJIA U3 TOJIOBBI BCE TJIOXHUE MBICITH.
CeronHs1, Kak HUKOTJa paHblle, el HeoOXoauMa yaava.

— Yeprosa mars! OHa 4to, ruaueT? — BCKpUkHyJ1 Kup, 3ameTuB aeBoOuKy.

Ero ockopOuTebHbIi TOH ertie OoJblie pa3o3iui PioMcH, HO OHa CKpbUIa HETOBOJIbCTBO.

— DTO He cNie3bl, 3TO POAMMBIE MTSTHA TAKKUE, — CO B3J0XOM MOSCHWI BpaKKH.

Kup ycraBuicsa Ha Piomcu. OHa npuBbIKIIQ, KOrJa Ha Hee Tapawarcs. B jyumiem ciydae
J€BOYKA CTAHOBMJIACh OOBEKTOM JIIOOOMBITCTBA, B Xy/IieM — oTBpainenus. Ho Kup cmorpen unaue,
OyIITO He BU/IS €€ YPOICTBA. DTO Ka3aJloCh CTPAHHBIM €11l ¥ TIOTOMY, YTO OH sIBHO ObuT He u3 CyacT-
JIMBUYMKOB, Iie PloMcu 3Ha/I NOYTH KaxXIblil.

— IIpuserctByo. Thl, HaBepHOE, Kup, — cka3asa oHa, I B I71a3a MyXJIoro Majipduka. [asa
Ka3aJIMCh PO3payHbIMU. — S — Promcu.

Omna npoTsHyJa pyky, Ho Kup oTmatHysics, CI0BHO €e HeCUacThe MOIJIO OKa3aThCsl 3apPa3HbIM.

—3Hat. MbI Kak pa3 o Tede pa3roBapuBaiv, — OypKHYJI OH, 0e3pa3IMIHO KUBHYB B OTBET. JIUII0
y TOJICTSIKA OKA3aJI0Ch OOJIE3HEHHO OeJbIM U TIOUEMY-TO HAIIOMHIJIO €i CIM3HsA. A ero ryObl UMesH
TEMHO-CUHHI IIBET C JISTKMM OTTEHKOM (PHOJIETOBOTO, OYATO OH 3aMep3 WM OOBEJICS YEPHUKH.

— IlpaBna? U o uém umeHnHo? — ckazasa PromMcu, n300pa3uB yavBICHUE.

— O ToM, 4TO THI cr1aGasi v JIMIITHKUIA POT ISl €r0 CEMbHU, — TPOTOBOPHJI TOJICTSIK, TIPE3PUTETHHO
CKPUBUB I'yObl, JEMOHCTPUPYs HEMIPUSI3Hb, KOTOPYIO, IIOXOkE, He COOMPAJICS CKPBIBATD.

Piomcn nmokocunack Ha He60. CBETSIIUICS CTYCTOK — CBOMMH OYE€PTaHUSIMU HATOMHHAIOIIUI
NITULLY — YK€ TAapUJI HaJl AEPEBHEN, TO TIOIHUMASACh, TO OIYCKasICh, M Ka3aJI0Ch, HUTAE HE YKPHITHCS OT
ero Biactu. [loka romyooBaro-cuHee cBeueHue, umeHyemoe [Iturieii [TpaBsl, Kpykuio B HeOecax,
Kup He cmor 6b1 coBpath. Ho Piomcu Obuta yBepeHa — TOJICTSIK BCe BbiIAN eif HaMepeHHO. Mor Beapb
npomonyatk. Kup Toxe el coBepiieHHO He TIOHpaBUJICs, HO OHA BCE K€ BbIIABUIIA YJIBIOKY.

— Kup, nHora Th Kak cOTHSI BpeIHbIX 0a0yieK, KOTOpble KOro-To 00cy:kaaoT. Bedno HenoBo-
JIEH, — IIPOTrOBOPUJI Bpakku.

— 51 6b11 OB OUEHB JIOBOJIEH, €CJIU Obl MHE YJAJIOCh IEPEKUTH ITOT JIeHb, — oTpe3ai Kup, naxe
HE CTapasiCh CKPHITh SI3BUTEILHOCTH. — HO 3TO OyJeT CI0KHO, €CIH 1 BBIHYK/IEH MPUTJISIbIBATD. . .

— Cnacu6o, Kup, — nepeduna Piomcu. — 4 mory cama o cebe 1mo3aboTuThCs.

— A eme, Bpakku, — mpogokan ToJiCTIK, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHus Ha Piomcu, — s 6e3mepHO
paz, MpsiM THICSTYEKPATHO, TOMY, YTO TBOH OTEI IIO3HAKOMMJI TeOs C TAaKMM YUCIIOM, Kak coTHs. Ho
npory 1edsi, YMOJISIIO, He HY)KHO BCTaBJISATh €ro B KaKA0€ MPeAIoKeHHe.

— Ionum yxe, — pemmresbHO IpousHec bpakku.

Kup emie uto-Tto mpoOypyart 1noja HOC U, pe3KO Pa3BepPHYBIIKCH, ABUHYJICS B CTOPOHY CKaJl.

— MBpI noiijieM He yepes JepeBHI0? — ynuBuiach Pomcu.

— Uepe3 cKkaJibl — HE CaMBIH JIyUIIMA CIIOCOO COKPATUTh, KOHEYHO, — MPU3HAT BPIKKu, — HO
Tak Oe3omacHee.

— Iocroit, — PlomMcH KocHynmach XyAomaBbiMu MasbliaMmu mieda bpakku. — Cacu6o tebe. .. 3a
BCE.

Manbuuk yiapiOHysIcs. JINIo Kpyrioe, BeCHyIIYaTtoe, pyMsiHOE — OH OUeHb TIOXOIMIT HA MaTb.

— He crour, — otBeTms1 Bpakku, packpacHeBIIMCh, ¥ IPOTSHYJ ei TopOy. — Bo3bmu, KeTartu.

Top6a Obla MOTPENaHHOM, 2 BHYTPH YTO-TO JIEKAJIO.

— D10 OpeximBasi CyMKa, — YCMEXHYBIIHCh, TIOSICHWI ManburK. — OHa i Buaa. Eciu uto
Hazems — Tyaa He Kiaagu. Ho Bapyr OymyT OOBICKMBATH, ITCKall CMOTPST B TOPOY.

— Yepr Obl Bac... — mocyblmanack pyranb Kupa.

— Jla unem yxe! — pe3ko oto3Bascsi bpakku.

Kup npruoTKpbL1 poT, CIIOBHO COOMPAsICh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, MOXOXE, MepeayMall.

— Dtot Kup He cuibHO crapiiie Hac, HO, eClii He 00palaTh BHUMAHHUS Ha €ro pyrasb. ..

— TpynHOBaTO, KOHEYHO, — XMBIKHYJI BpaKKH.
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— Cornacna, — Piomcu ynbiOHys1ach B oTBeT. — HO yX) 00JBHO MO-B3pOCIIOMY OH paccCyskKaaer.
JleTn Tak He pa3roBapuBaloT.

BpakKku XMBIKHYI ele rpomye:

— Vx k1o ObI rOBOpWII, Plomcu.

OHM IBUHYJIUCH B MYTb.

Bhauasie mombeM Ha ropy ObLT He CIIMIITKOM KPYTOM, UATHA OKA3aJIOCh HECIOXKHO. TONbKO OT
COJIHIIA HE CIIPSTUYCIIILCS: TYT He POCITH JIake KYCThI, He TO UTO JiepeBbsi. Bokpyr Oesenu pa3OpocaHHbIe
OpBUTBI BCEBO3MOXHBIX (popM. HekoTopbie 1axe HeBepOsATHO JJTMHHBIE U KPaCUBO 00paOOTaHHbIE, C
3aMBICJIOBATHIMU PUCYHKAMHU — CTAPOCTA HA3BIBAJI X KOJIOHHAMH. TOJBKO HECKOJIBKO KOJIOHH CTOSIIH,
TSHYJIUCh K HeOy, OCTAJIbHBIE JISKAJIM Ha 3eMJie, PAaCKOJIOThIe Ha JIBa M Oojiee KYCKOB.

W3 cyxoii 3eMiIi THWIBIMU 3y0aMK TOPYATH JJTMHHBIE OOJIOMKH, HEKOTOPBIE BBIIIIE B3POCIIOTO
B HECKOJIBKO pa3. ProMcu nHOI/Ia BUjiea KaMHU, HAIIOMUHAIOIIHE JIAIIA, 2 BpIKKY KIISUICS, UTO KaK-
TO pa3 BuEN aaxe pyky. CTapocTa paccka3biBaj, YTO 3TO, CKOpPee BCEro, OCTATKH JPEBHUX TOCesie-
HUH. A BOT KaKMX TaKUX IMOCEJIEHUI — yMaTauBal. MecTHbIe He TPOrajiv KaMHH, 4TOO He HaBJIeYb
MPOKJIATBE. A TIPUE3KUM JIaBHO yXke He ObLIO CMBIC/IA eXaTh 32 HUMH B TaKYIO JaJb.

HexkoTopbie OpbUIBI JIeXkKaIH Tak, OYATO KTO-TO XOTeJ YTO-TO MOCTPOUTh, HO HE 3aKOHUMIL.

YacTo monagamch BUBIIMECS 3MEWKOW 3a00pUMKH U3 KaMHEH, TOoke TMoypas3pylieHHbe. B
netcTBe PromMcy moOuia o HUM XOOWTh U TIeperipbiruBaTh yepe3 Hux. Ceivac He XOTeNloCh.

Kup ymen Briepes v He oryisiabIBaJICA. PIOMCH MOYTH 9yBCTBOBAJIA MCXOJISIIYIO OT HETO HETIpH-
si3Hb. OHa yAMBUJIACK: € Ka3aiock, Kupy, pu ero TeociokeHn!, PUAETCs MBIXTS B3OMPAThCs IO
KpYTO¥ Jiopore, HO TOJICTSIK OKa3aJicsl JOBOJIBHO JIOBOK M JIBUTAJICS ¢ HEOKUIAHHOM JIETKOCThIO. JI7s
Promcu, Ha060poT, 3TO CTAJIO UCIIBITAHUEM — TEJIO Bee elre 0oJ1ero.

— Iocrapaiitech ObicTpee, — Opocat yepes Tiedo Kup, TOUHO cIiblia ee MBICIH.

Promcu gyBcTBOBaIa THEB HAa 9TOTO TOJICTOTO MAJIBYMIIKY, PACTYIIUHN C KaXJIbIM IPyObIM CJIO-
BOM, CPBIBABIIIMCSI C €ro Tyo.

Bckope peOsTa BOILIM MOJ CEHb PEIKUX COCEH, PaJJOBABIINX KUAKOBATHIM TEHHKOM. Bo3myx
HarpeBaJICs, C KaXIbIM I11arOM CTAHOBWJIOCh BCE Kapye, CJIOBHO B neuu. Piomcu, bpakku u Kup ocra-
HOBUJIMCH MePeoXHYTh. OTIBIX — 3TO TOXE YacTh TPy/a.

Buugy BugHenach gepeBHsi. COlHEUHbIE JTyYd OTPAKAIMCh OT CTEH OEJIbIX IOMOB M HElaTHO
pe3anu r1a3a. CuacTIMBYMKY BBITSHYJIUCH BJIOJIH MOJHOXKUS TOpPBI, HarloMUHas nomymecsil. [Toka
ellle T71a3aM He OTKPBUIMCh HU Pa3BaJIMHBI, HU YIABIINN BeJMKaH. ProMcH B3rIsHYya niepe coOow,
TyJa, T/Ie B OTAAJICHUU OJMHOKO MasTIMJIM IPYTHE CKaJIbl, YTOMAIOIIHe B )KyTKON ThMe Beurnoro Jleca.
Bnaneke uro-to Grecreno, OyATO Miepepa3sHUBAIIO COMHIE. BpIKKM OOBSACHMII, UTO 9TO HaBEpIIIHe
Meva, MPOTKHYBIIIETO BeJIMKaHa, CaMo ke Jie3BUe TI0UYeMY-TO He OTpakaeT CBeTa.

HeoxuganHno Kup BbITAIMI U3 CYMKH JBE 3arieUeHHbIe KYPUHBIE HOXKKHU — OTPOMHBIE — U ITPO-
TSAHYJI UM 00ouM. Plomcu orerina. OT OTHOTO TOJIBKO BUIA €/IbI €€ POT HAMTOTHUJICS CITIOHOM. JKUBOT
CKpyTUJI0. PloMcH He TOMHMIIA, KOT/Ia eJla KypruHOe MsICO, 1axke 3a0blia, Koraa Buaena Kypuily. OmHa
HOXKa Jioctasiack Bpakku, Bropyto Kup HaaKycwa u TOJIbKO TIOTOM CYHYJ eif B pyky. Hoxkka okaza-
JIaCh €elle TEIUION.

— Iloronp-ka, — ckazan bpakku, noctaBasi U3 CKJIAJOK OJEK/bl CBEPTOK BEIMUMHOU C KYJaK,
u otgan Kupy. — depxu.

B cBeprke okazanacs jenemka. Kup pasnomu ee: oHy NOJIOBUHY OH CHOBa OOMOTAJT TKaHBIO
U CIIPATAJI, BTOPYIO IIETUKOM OPOCHIT B POT.

— OkymHOTHIIE, — TPOMSIMITIII TOJICTSIK C HAOMTBIM PTOM U CIJIOTHYIL. — VI3 9ero Thl, TOBOPHIIIb,
TBOSI MaTh UX Jeaer?

— Tper MUCTbs UTTBI, KOPELTKU TPaB. . .
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— fcHo, — orpesan Kup.

— Cnymaii, Kup, — ckazan Bpakku, pasmisiapiBas HOKKY. — CKOJBKO y TeOst 9ThX Kypei? Bee
BpeMsi HOKKH. Ecim Obl ThI MHE SIfiIIa TIPUHEC, MaMa Obl TAaKUe JICTICNKU U3 HUX. ..

— Tol KOMy-HUOYB pazdonTan?!

— Her, mMblI %e 10roBapuBaJIuCh.

Piomcu nepecrana pa3risiabiBaTh HOKKY M HEXOTS ITPOTsIHYJIAa OOpPaTHO:

— MHe He4ero JaTrb B3aMeH.

Kup ouenuBarole B3risiHy/1 Ha Hee:

— Hdymaeriib, He 3Ha10? — OypKHYJI TOJCTSK. Ha conHile ero koxa BelIisiaena eie 6onee He310-
POBOIA.

—I'ne To1 ee gocran?

Kup caenan Buz, 4to He ycibliiai BOIpoca.

— Twl Beb MOT checTh cam. — ProMcu He X0Tesioch ObITh eMy 0JKHON. Ho Henmprsa3Hb K Masib-
YHMKYy HavyaJla yJIeTyuuBaThcsi. Pa3Be MOXeT roiofHbiil 00MKaThes, KOraa Kymiaer?

— Mor. Ho otnan teGe, 1 Thl MHE HUYEro He 10kHa. K 4epTy TBOI0 HaurpaHHYIO BEKJIMBOCTb.
Kpu naBaii, He TJTynu, — OH CMOTpEJT Tak, OyATO cOOMpaJICs YIBIOHYThCS, HO BBIpaXKEHHUE JIUIA He
n3meHunocek. — He Bce Benp Mpasu.

Bpakku, cMauyHO YaBKas, MPBICHYJ CO CMEXY, BOBpPEMsI IIPUKPBIB POT.

Piomcu Brimnack 3y6amu B Msico. Ee yemmocTs ciierka cBesio, a KOpeHHbIe 3yObl JISTOHBKO 3aITyJlb-
cupoBai. OHa XoTesa MONOJIbIIE HACIAAUTHCS MACOM, HO Yepe3 MUT — IOYTH HE NepeKeBbIBas —
nporsotuia Bee. U Teneps, pa3nomMuB KOCTb, BbICACHIBAJIA €€ COAEPKHUMOE.

HacwiTuBimch u ycra, PloMcn odyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak TSOKENEIOT ee BeKu. Pedsita Toxe Hexu-
JIMCh TIOJl COTHEYHBIMU Jiydamu. OHa 3a0eCOKOMIIAch: 3[1eCh HENb3sl 3aChIaTh. XOASAT JIETeHIbl O
HETIPUKASIHHBIX MaTepsiX, KOTOpble MOryOran coOCTBeHHBbIX AeTeil. VX cepalia HaCTOMBKO 3a4epcT-
BEJIM, YTO JIa)ke KOXa cTajla KaMeHHOH. U Tereph oHU OJTy’KJAlOT N0 CKajlaM M, Haias KOro-imoo,
W30 BCEX CHJ OOHMMAIOT YCHYBIIMX ITyTHHKOB, KasiCh 3a ObUIbIE MPOCTYNKHU. BOT TONbKO mocie ux
KaMEHHBIX OOBSTHIN OT YeJIOBEKA OCTAETCS JIMIIb Kallla U3 KOCTeH [1a Msica, a KAMEHHbIe MaTepH, He
MOHUMas, KyJa JIeJicsl IyTHUK, YXOIAT UCKaTh HOBBIX.

Brnipouem, 310 Mor1a ObITh BCETO JIUIIb OaiiKa, YToO 0K He 3aChITaITH MO MM COJTHLIEM
Y HE 32KapIINCh HAaCMepThb 0 MpodyxaeHus. Crpammika, Bpoae [TomyneHHUIIbL.

— Kup, Tbl Bep HE MecTHBII, — cka3ana PiomMcH, crapasich OTOrHaTh COH. — Pacckasku, Kak aena
B APYIUX JepeBHSX?

— A cama Kak JyMaellb, eciy s 311ech, a He TaM? Ho mory paccka3zarh, Kak TaM Na/1aioT B FOOJ-
Hble 0OOMOpPOKH. MOXKeT, MOETUThCS, KaK JIIOAW YMUPaIH IpsiMo Ha yiuie? Ilonadany, B OCHOBHOM,
CTapUKH, KOTOpPbIE OTAABAIN €1y IETsM, H... MAJIOJETHUE, O KOTOPHIX HEKOMY OBUIO 3a00THThCS.
W pacckazarh, Kak OIHAX/ABI s1 OOHAPYKUII TTOTyMEPTBYI0, 03 co3HaHUs, KeHIuHy? OHa Hecma
OCTaTKH CBOETO UMYILIECTBA, BUANMO, YTOO OOMEHSTh Y TOPrOBLIEB HA KPOXH €/Ibl, U MOTepsijia CO3HA-
Hue. Ee orpadunm, 1 HUKTO, s1 B TOM 4YHMCie, He oOpaian BHUMaHus. [axe Korja oHa OYHyIach. .. —
MaJIbYUK CKaJl PYKy B KyJlaK. — DTO CTPALIHO CJIBIIIATh, KaK B MOJBOPOTHE KPUUUT KEHIIMHA U
HEKoMy ell ToMoub. [ToToMy 4TO BCeM IJieBaTh HA 4yKHX.

Kup, npuiityprBIIMCh OT CETSILEro CBeTa, MPUCTAIbHO cMOTpes Ha ProMcu:

— ¢ He Bceryma TakuM ObLI. A ceituac ceOs Jaxe He y3Halo.

— Hy, xBarur, — nporoopui bpakku.

— Her, nyckail npoposkaer, — X0JI0HO cka3aia Pomcu.

Kup kuBHyn. XoTst ObUIO BUIHO, UTO OH HE HYKIAJICS B €€ COITIACHU:

— OpHax/pl, BEPHYBIINCH IOMOM, s1 HE YBHJIEN CECTPEHKHU U OpOCHIICS ee UcKaTh. BuiOesxkan
Ha YJIMILy caM He CBOM — KpHYaJl, MOJIWI, CIIpallvBaJl y JIIOAEH, BUIEJ JIM KTO MAJIEHbKYIO IEBOUKY.
Mens konotuia Apoxb. S 4yTh ¢ yma He couesl. Kpome cecTpeHkH, y MeHs1 HUKOTO He OCTaJIOCh.
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Piomcu 3ameTniia cTpaHHyo Belllb: Korga Kup 3aroBopuil o cecTpe, TO HEOCO3HAHHO Hayall
TOTJTAXUBATh ceOsl 1O JIeBOMY OOKY.

— $1 He Mor noTepATh U €e, — C OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BUIOM IPOAOJIKII TOJICTSK. — XOPOIIO XOTb,
XBaTWJIO PacCylKa COXPaHHUTh YeJOBEUECKU OOJIMK, MHAYe B JIyUllleM cydae MeHs Obl 1100 Mpo-
UTHOPUPOBATH, JTUOO MPUOUIH. A TaK KTO-TO OTBETHJI: «beru ckopei B TOT oM, 3a0paJii ee U yke,
HaBEpHOE, Chel». $1 3aseTes Tyaa, He 3Has1, CKOJIKO MX M CIIPABIIIOCH JIM ¢ HUMU. MHe ObLIO TUIeBaTh.
WX okazanoch MHOTO. §l OTTONKHYJ BCEX, KTO CTOSIT BO3JIe Hee — K CUACThI0, OHU yXke 00ecCHIIeH
OT rojiofa. 51 cXBaTWJI CECTPEHKY U YHEC.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi pedsita cueny Moimda, Habmoaast, Kak 3MEHKOH MeT/IsieT TOpHask pevyIlKa,
r1aBHO 00xons CYaCTIMBYMKH, M KaK BJIACTHO PAacKUHYJICA 3a epeBHel Beunsrit Jlec.

Kup nogHscs, oTpsaxHyB OT XBOM CBOM IIMPOKUI 3a]l, KICKOca IOCMOTpeB Ha Piomcu:

— HagepHoe, cTpaHHO chblath 00 yKacax rojofa OT TaKoro, Kak si, — POrOBOPUJI OH, SIBHO
rMesl B BUJly CBOe TesiociiokeHnue. — BepHo, Piomcu?

— BepHo, — oTBeTHIIa OHA, CMYTUBIIMUCH.

— DX, Kak ke 370poBo! — Bpakku motsHysncs u 3eBHyN. — Thl, Kup, npsmo kak BonmeOHUK
C UTPHI.

ToJCTSAK BOMPOCUTENHHO MPUITOAHSIT OPOBH.

—Hy, urpaem Tak: ecivt Obl BOJIIIEOHUKY HE TIOrUOIM, 4TO OBl ThI TOIIPOCKII U3 €]1bl, IIOBCTPEYaB
oiHOrO? — MosicHUI Bpakku. — $1 BOT KypuHyI0 HOXKY U niorpocit Obl. Hy, 1 elie cBUHOE KOJIEHO
— roJioBy OBl 32 HETO OT/AJI.

— 3aveM Hy)XHa CBUHas TOJISAIIKA, €cv y TeOs1 He OyleT rojoBbl? — XMbIKHYT Kup — Tounee,
XPIOKHYJI. — YeM Thl ee ecTb cobupaenibes? U, K cIoBy, MsICO TyCHHOE — He KypuHoe. [1e Thl Takyio
KypUIy-TO BUJa?

— DX, HaKOJIOBaJ Obl KOJIIYH JIa)Ke CTO CBUHBIX KOJIEHeI], 51 O MX BCe ciona! — MeuTaTe bHO
MPOroBopuiI BpaKKu, UITHOPUPYS MOAKOJ TOJCTSIKA. — A Thl, PioMcu, uTo ObI morpocuia?

Piomcn yemexnynack. Mrpast ¢ 6pathsiMu, OHa BCera JAaBajia OOUH U TOT e OTBET.

— B Hammeit peuke BoguTcsi ppida ¢ YepHBIMU TOYKaMH, — POroBOprJIa OHa. — [0JIoBY 3a Hee
HE OTJaM, HO TIoNpocua OH ee.

— 3Hato-3Hat0, — oto3Basicsl bpakku. — Tosnbko ee x He cioBullb. HaBepHOe, TOIbKO KOAyHaM
3TO U O CUITY.

PromMcu HMuero Ha 310 He OTBETUIIA.

4

— VX 1h1! DTO %€ HACTOAIIAs] KHUIA, — BOCXUILEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa PromcH.

— Hexkuii yenoBek, no umenu ['apasj, pacckasail MHE MHOTO HIOJIE3HOTO, HUUETO He MOTpe0oBaB
B3ameH. — CTapocTta paccMaTpuBall pyKOIHCh, OyATO TOXe YBUIE ee BiepBble. — VIMEeHHO OH mopaput
MHE CHIO YYJECHYIO KHUTY. DTO UCTUHHOE CYACThe — BCTPETUTh KOT0-TO, CTOJIb YMHOTO.

— YBepeHa, UTo OH He yMHee BEJIMKOTO CTapOCThI Halllel JIepeBHU, — PIoMcH cKOpUMia poxky.

TosbKko OHa Mo3BoJIsIa ceOe TaKk pa3roBapvBaTh CO CTAPOCTOM [EPEeBHU, KOTOPOro 3a Iiiasa
HasbiBaJIX CBUHOMACOM.

Crkonbko PromMcu ce6st ToMHIMIIa, CTApOCTa OUTH KX bl AeHb HaBeIlal ux ceMblo. OHa 3amMe-
YaJja, 4To OH MOYTH He OOLIAJICA ¢ POAUTESAMU U HE UHTEPECOBAJICS OpaThsIMH — TOJIBKO €10 OTHOM.
Bhavase onu npocro Buzenaucs. [Totom Hayanu nepekuipiBaThes napou ¢pas.

Piomcu 6bicTpo npuBbikiia K CBUHONACY, HO HE UCIIBITHIBAJIAa K HEMY 0cOOO JII0OBH, XOTS BCe-
I71a IPU3HaBaJIa B HEM YEJIOBEKA, 3aCTyKUBAIOLIEro yBaxeHus. [la U crapocta U3-3a CBOEro xapak-
Tepa OKa3aJics He U3 TeX, Ybero OOIIecTBa MIIYT. BhIJIo BUITHO, UTO OH M caM He OKHJaJl OT Hee JIpy-
KeCKHMX 4yBCTB. HO 10 M3BECTHOM OJHOMY JIMIIb €My IPUUYMHE PEryJIsipHO POBEIbIBAL.
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CauHomac ObUT OUYeHb YMHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, U PIoMcH, HEMHOTO TIOB3pOC/IeB, UCKpPEHHE Hacla-
KJamach ero poccKasHsMH o Oorax, JajdbHUX CTpaHax M 3arafkax jgepeBHH CuacTavBUYMKH. B KoM-
MaHUM CTAPOCTHI OKA3aJI0Ch HEBEPOATHO MHTepecHO. OH TOKe He CKPBIBAJI, YTO Pa/IOBAJICS BO3MOK-
HOCTH C KEM-TO TIOTOBOPHTb.

CBuHomac w1 oauH. Bynyun ctapocTtoil orpoMHOM U 60ratoi iepeBHH, CPAaBHUMOM MO pa3-
Mepy ¢ HeOOJBIINM TOPOJOM, OH TOYTH BCE BpPEMsl CHJIIENl B CBOEM JIOME, BEUHO UTO-TO M3y4das.
[Nono6HO MeABeIO, KUBYIIIEMY B 3MMHUX CHOBHICHUSIX HECMOTPSI HA TO, YTO B PACHIOPSIKEHUU KOCO-
JIanoro 1ebli Jiec. JIuib nHOTAa, MOPIACh OT TAKOW HEOOXOJMMOCTH, CTAPOCTA HEOXOTHO MOKUAAT
cBoto Oepriory. CtapocTa OblT OYeHb XyIbIM “Me/BeeM”, Kak Mocye Cisiuku. Piomcu Beerga cunrana,
YTO TAKOW OIPOMHBIN JIOM CIIMIIKOM BEJIMK ISl OTHOro yesoBeka. Ho, yBuieB, CKOJIBKO y CTapOCTh
mKagoB CO BCEBO3ZMOKHBIM 0apaxJyioM, MPHIILIA K BBIBOY, YTO JIOM JUIsl HETO clIMIIKoM Mai. Haeep-
HOE, OTOMY OH Y HayaJl PhITh MOJIBAL.

— Oro! Tam pucyHkHM 1axke ecTb, — PIoMcH ¢ MUHTEpECOM NepeBepHYJIa CAEAYIOUIYIO CTPAHUILY. —
CrpanHble Kakue-1o. J1o?..

— BHyTpeHHocTH M yacTu yenoBedeckoro Tena. [loiinem, mokaxy tedbe momsai, Plomvepu, —
CKaszaJl CTapocTa, HeTepIeIMBO MaXHYB PYKOM.

TosbKO OH Ha3bIBaJI €€ HACTOAIIUM MMeHeM. «PoMcn» — npuaymaiu OpaThs: U3-3a €€ poju-
MBIX TISITEH, TIOXOKHX Ha Clie3bl. «PIOMCH» PHKIIIOCH, U BCE CTAJIM €€ TaK Ha3bIBATh, JaKe POJUTEIH.
3auem jxe Torjaa npuayMbiBasid umMsi Piommepu?

A BOT crapocta He mooun kamuku. Y Piomcu goragpiBanace, noyemy. Eci Obl ee Ha3bIBaIM
CsuHoracima, oHa Obl TOKE He JII0OWIA.

A eme Promcu xotena y3HaTh, OTKyJa y HEro Takoe MpO3BUILE, HO CaM CTApOCTa MOMAJIKUBaJ,
a IepeBEeHCKHE TIOKMMAH TUIeYaMu, YTO, BIPOUEM, He MEIaio UM TaK ero 3BaTb.

— He 3Hana, 4TO THI yX€ 3aKOHYMJI C TIOABAJIOM, — YAMBMJIACH PiomMcH.

— Hukro He 3HaeT, 1 X0Tenoch Obl, UTOOBI TaK U OCTaBAIOCh, — CBMHONAC MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO
MOCMOTpEJI Ha IEBOUKY U J00aBwI: — Celiyac moiMeIiib, mouemy.

PiomcH ckonb3Hyna B3MJISI0M [0 PUCYHKaM B KHUTE:

— Haperoch, y Te0s1 TaM HET KOJUIEKIIMU TPYIIOB.

— Her, pasymeercsi, — ycMexHyJcsl cTapocta. Y Hero ObUlM IITyOOKHE cepble Iiia3a, KOTOphIe
CJIOBHO MTPOHM3BIBAJIM HACKBO3b CBOMM B3IUIsiIoM. HaBepHoe, MoaToMy, naske Korjua cTapocTa YJbl-
OaJics, JIMIIO €ro BBITISIEIIO MeYaTbHbIM.

CrapocTa nepBbIM CTaJI CITYCKaThCs M0 CTyIEeHbKaM, PIoMcH IBUHYJIACh CIIEJIOM, U UX TTOJIOIIBHI
3ammapkaay no kamHo. CBeT (akena OMbIBalT TEMHOE CTEKJIO OyTBUIOK, OOIECKUBAIOIIUX TIO CTO-
poHam. CTeKJISTHHbIE M3JeHs caMH 1O ceOe CTOMIIM HEeJIEIIeBO, HO C COJIbI0 BHYTPH CTAaHOBUJIHCH
HEBCPOATHO LICHHBIMMU.

Crapocra Kak-TO paccKasblBall, Kak pa3noObl1 cToibko. OH MOTpaTUiI BCe CBOM JOXOIBI Ha
JereicKoe BUHO: HAITMTOK, KOTOPBIiA, TOBOPSIT, IIEHAT camu Ooru. Ho, 1axe He qoexas /10 iepeBHH, Bce
pacrponai, ocTaBuB OyThUIKYM ceOe. briaromapst 5ToMy crapocTta He TOJbKO He 00e/IHel, a HAa000pOT,
MIPUYMHOKHIT CBOE OOraTcTBoO.

HepoBHblii cBeT (hakesoB ruisica 1o OJiefHbIM CTEHaM U CTYTIEHSIM U3 IJIAKOTo KaMHs1. Plomcu
HE cpasy J0ra/1aack, 4To XyTKUE KPUBbIE TEHU, OETyIIHe PsIoM, PHHAAIeXKAT el u crapocte. [laru
T'YJIKMM 3XOM OTIABAJIFCh OT CTeH. DTOT 3BYK 3acTaBJisiI Piomcu exutbesi. OHa OCTOPOXKHO CTynasa,
YIMBIICHAEM CUMTAasI KaKIbIH Iar. PloMcH, n3-3a CBOEro MajieHbKOro pocTa, rapy pa3 ClIOTKHYBIIHCh,
4yyTh He ynana. braro, crapocra nmognep:xxuBai. Hackomnbko ke TiyOok moaBan? A Kormga, HaKOHeIl
CITyCTUBUIMCH, OHA NOAHAJIA B3IVIAL, TO CUJIIBHO YAUBWIACH — IMOTOJIOK OKa3aJiICAd pa3a B [IBa BBLIIIC
crapoctsl. Jlaxke ecu Ob1 CBUHONAC MOAMPBITHYI, TO HE CMOT ObI KOCHYThCS €r0. A OH OBLJT JIOBOJIEHO
BBICOK, BBIIIIE JTIOOOTO U3 JePEBEHCKUX.

Crapocra npuces Ha MOCJIeIHIO CTYTIEHbKY U ITPUHSIICS MACCUPOBATh OONBHYIO cTyHIO. Hora
TPEBOKMUJIA €TO C TEX CaMBIX Op, Kak ymepia Mama Piomcnu.
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B nonBasie mapun cuitbHbIR X0uoa. Eie MruoBeHbe Hazan PioMcu Obl pagoBaniack, yoexas OT
KYTKOM Kapbl B MPOXJIay, HO TyT CTAJIO YK OYE€Hb XOJIOAHO, U TIAXHYJIO CHIPOCTHIO.

— OH e orpomMHbIii! — 3BYK €e YIUBJIEHHOrO rojoca OTpasuics OT cTeH. — Kak Tbl cMor ero
BBIKOIIATh?

— Hemnoro, pasymeercsi, MpUIIIOCh OTPYAUTHCS, HO s yOpasl TOJIbKO BepxHuii cioil. Tounee,
non. — OH kuBHYN Ha BXof. — OcranibHOE yXe ObLIO, 9TO MoA3eMHast remepa. MHe Kaxercs, Bes
JepeBHs MPOHU3aHA UMHU.

— CTpaHHO, YTO HET MayTUHBI.

— 51 Bemb TYT XOKy BCE BpeMs — BOT  HeT.

Kaxo#i Obl 5yTKOW HU ObLJTa UTPa CBETA M TEHH, JIUIIO CTAPOCTHI MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh MPH-
SITHBIM Y IOOPOTYIITHBIM.

CBepxy cBUCAN OCTpbIe OPBUIBL, OT Yero PioMcu uyBCTBOBasIa ce0si B OTKPHITOM MACTH OTPOM-
HOTO 3Beps CO MHOJKECTBOM OCTPBIX 3yOOB. B OTOJIOK yrupanuck MacCHBHBIE TPOKOITYEHHbIE OATKH,
CJIOBHO CTapoOCTa M caM BEpPUJI, YTO MACTh MOXKET 3aXJIOMHYThCS, U MbITAJICS IOMEIIATh ITOMY.

JlanbHue ke yIiibl Melephbl yTolalu B TEMHOTE, CBET (pakesioB TaM IpOoNaaal, U OCTaBaloCh
JIMIIb rajaTh, YTO CKPbIBAET ThMa.

Hemuoro Bnepenu, Ha crose, ropena Tojictas cBeya. Plomcu mpucMmorpenach M, HEBOJIBHO
BCKPHUKHYB, OTIIATHYJIaCh. TaM Jiexkasio 4eJoBe4ecKoe TeJslo: )KUBOT pa3pe3aH, BUJHEINCh BHYTPEH-
HOCTH.

— He Gotics1, OH 1aBHO MepTB, — MOMBITAJICS MOIIYTUTh CTAPOCTA.

— Uro6 g B Jlec monmana, qa Tam u nponana! Tel ke ckazan, uyro TpynoB Het! Celiyac JeHb. ..
[Mtuma! Tel MoOXxemb BpaTh?! — OHa pacKpbljia pOT, MTHOBEHHO 3a0bIB O MEPTBOM TeJIe.

— 51 He nran, ckazas, YTO y MEHS HET KOJUIEKIIMU TPYNOB, — CTAPOCTA YCMEXHYJICS KpaeM pra, —
IJ1sl KOTOPOM MHE, Kak MUHMMYM, HE XBaTaeT MaJIeHbKOM AEBOUKU C JUIMHHBIM s13bIKOM. — OH cTai
cepbesHee, YXMbUIKa ucuesna. — He oOs3aTenbHO Bpath, YT00 BHIKPYTHThHCS. [ToHnMaems? Ho He
CTOUT KOMY-JIMOO PacCKa3blBaTh, YTO TaK MOXHO, UOO. ..

Piomcu HexoTs1 mocieoBaa 3a CTapoCcToi K MEPTBELLY U Cpa3y OuyTHIIACh BO BJIACTU MPauHbIX
TEeHell, OOUTAIOIIMX B TIOI3EMeTIbe.

— Jla momHIO 1. He 3a0bi1a, — ProMcu ckpowia rpumacy, mogpaxasi Tojocy crapoctsl. — 6o
JHOISIM HEJIb35l JOBEPSITh.

[TouecaB KOHUMK HOCA, CTAPOCTA 3arafJlOYHO [TPOU3HEC:

— Taxk u ectb. Thl Besib He 3HaellIb, Kak MmosiBUIack [Ituia? — oH BOTKHYI (pakesn B crieliaibHOe
OTBEPCTHE, a 3aTEM 3aKerl Ha CTOJIE e11le HECKOJILKO CBEYEH, 03apUB M0A3EMENIbE MATKUM OpPaHKEBbIM
ceetoM. — [la 1 oTkyna Tebe 3HaTh? [IpocThie Moay Maio UHTEPECYIOTCS YeM-TO, KpOMe HACYIIHBIX
MOTPeOHOCTEH.

Tenepp crano HaMHOro cBemiee. Ha HEKOTOpBIX CTEHax MOMYYWIOCh PA3MVIsAETh MOJIKU C
OpyIMsIMU M NpeIMETaMu, O IpeAHa3HauYeHUH KOTopbiXx Promcu Morma jmie ragats. Eie crosso
HECKOJIBKO CTeJITaKel, 3ar0JTHEHHBIX B OCHOBHOM OaHKaMU M Oy ThUTKAMHU.

— 4 He Takas, — npoTsHy/1a Plomcu ¢ yKopu3HOii B rooce.

— TbI HET, HO TBOM. .. pofHbIe Takue. Kcrati, KpoMe HUX U MeHs Thl C KeM-HUOYIb elnie oo1a-
emncs?

— Ters U3-3a Yero-To MOCCOPMIIACH C OTIIOM U OOJbIlle K HAM He MPUXOAUT. YBEpeHa, OHa U
Bpakku 3anpetuna co MHOUM OOIIAThCSI.

— Bot kak? — crapocta HaxMypuJ1 OpOBH, CKPUBUB MJICHBKUI pOT, OYATO 3HAJ YTO-TO 00 ee
CeMbe, Uero He 3Hajia oHa cama. — Ciyiaii, eciid KTO-TO YXOAUT U3 TBOEH JKU3HHU. . .

— Chy-ymaii, — oHa OBICTPO TiepeBesia pa3roBop B Apyroe pycio. — Tak 3auem Bce-Taku Tebe
TPYI B AoMe? DTO e HEMPUATHO U MEP3KO.

— C atum TpynHO He cornacuthesl. Ho, 3Haern, 60/1b Belb TOXKE HEMPUSITHASA, HO OHA ObIBaeT
IBYX BUJIOB: T4, YTO yOMBAeET, U Ta, KOTopas ieunT. C TpyramMu Toke He BCe TaK OIHO3HAYHO. BrIBaioT
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Y TIOJIE3HBIE TPYIIbl. UTOO HA MX... OMBITE Y KUBBIX HE TIOSBUJIOCH 00MH, KOTOpas yousaer. JKuBor,
ecau Tebe MHTEPECHO, s eMy pa3pesan yxe MeprBomy. Ho o aToro Ha ero tene He Obl1o paH. OH He
cTap, IoceMy MeHsl 3aMHTepecoBaJIa MPUIUHA CMEPTH.

— Ecnm nepeBeHCcKHe y3HAIOT PO MEPTBSIKa B TBOEM JIOMe, TO OM Kak He 00paayloTcs, — Ipo-
roBopwiia PromMcu, ¢ onmackoii HaOmoasi, Kak Ha CTeHaX MeJICHHO MOKAYMBAIOTCS TEHU OT CBEUCH.

— A ecnm, ckaxeM, y MaTepu OylieT yMUpaTh peOSHOK, OHA TOXKe He 00paayeTcs, KOor/a s Cracy
€My JKU3Hb?

— 4 mpocto nepexuBaiw 3a Te0s. B nepeBHe TeOs He CHITBHO JKaJTYIOT.

— Jliogsam Bcerma HeoOXOAMM TOT, HA KOro OHM MOTyT 3muThes. Ho B CuacTimBUMKax Bce
OTJINYHO, a 3HAYUT, sl XOPOIIIO CITPABJISIOCH C 0OSI3aHHOCTSIMU CTapoCThl. U, 3aMeTh, — OH TIPUTIOHSLIT
yKazaTeJIbHbII MaJiel], — OHU Be/lb BCeryia KO MHE UAYT CO CBOMMH IpoOieMamu. Jlaxke He K JieKapio
WM TOM CTapoy KEHILUHE. .. 3a[1aMsATOBAJ €€ UMH. ..

— SropuagHoill OHa Ha3BasIach, KOTrJa MPUXOIWIA B TIOCJASTHIN pa3, — PIoMcH pajoBaiack, 4To
HAKOHEII TTPeICTaBUJICS CITydail MOyMHUYATh CaMOM. — A He TIOMHUIIIb ThI IOTOMY, 4TO J0 3TOrO OHa
HasBaJlach Sruiiei, a emie panblie Beagpmepoid.

CBuHOIIAC cAeal BUJI, YTO He TPUAal 9ToMy 3HaueHus1. Ho PromMcu 3Has1a ero cmiimkoMm J101ro,
Y100 3TO Y HEro MOJIy4YHIOCh.

— Tak nmouemy oHu He UAYT K SAropuagne? — MPOIOIKUI cTapocTa. — [IoToMy 9TO OHU PU3HAIOT
MOIO TTOMOIIIb. A MOKa S MOTY ITIOMOUYb, 51 HyKEH.

— He pgymaro, uro emy Thl TOMOXkellb, — ChsA3BUWJIa PloMcu, KUBHYB Ha MepTBena. Ee Bcerna
pazapakasia npuBbluka CBHHOMACA MYAPCTBOBATD C MOJHATHIM MAJTBIIEM.

CrapocTa ObLT IJIABHBIM B JIEpEBHE W, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO, €r0 YBaXaJli, a HEKOTOPHIE JIake
nobauBanmick. He mo6wmm CBuHoMaca, mpasja, nouru Bce. Ho b ¢ HuM Promcu Bena ceds ecre-
CTBEHHO, HE TIPUKH/IBIBASICh.

— Emy Het. Ho, y3HaB npuuuHy, s CMOTY ITOMOYb JIPYTUM. DTO MOIJIa OBITh U OOJIE3Hb.

— TBos xeHa... ee Oone3Hb 3a0paa’?

CBuHOIIAC Cllerka HaXMYPHJICS:

— 51 oueHp MOOWIT CBOIO KEeHY, OHA MeHsI — HeT. Moe cepaiie pa3omiock. A oHa... OHa Toxe He
BBIHECJIA PaH... CEPACYHBIX. — Bo B30pe cephiX IM1a3 CTapOoCThl HM HA MTHOBEHUE HUITO HE JIPOTHYJIO. —
TeGe Torma u roga He ObLIO.

Promcu onernmiia, He B CHJIax MOHSATH, YTO K€ CKPBIBAIOT €ro cyioBa. VIHOrma pa3HuIia MexIy
ITYTKaMH ¥ CEPhE3HOCTBIO CTAPOCTHI OKA3BIBAJIACH HACTOJIBKO TOHKA, YTO MOKHO OBLIO JIETKO U Tope-
3arbest. Ho oH, noxoxe, He jirasi. He mor. [Inem [IpaBna gocraner naxe B TEMHOTE MOJBAJIA.

Promcu Momgana, He 3Hasi, UTO OTBETHTh, HO He kaJiesia 0 cBoeM Bompoce. CtapocTta qoBepsit
el Oosblie BCcex, HO UMet Kydy TaiH. Ml Promcu nipu ciiydyae coOupaia KpoXy CBEICHUI O HEM.

— OH ToXe He OT OOJIe3HU yMep, — Tellepb TeMy CMEHHII cTapocTta. — Ero moryomn xiie0.

CBHHOIIAC MHOTO3HAYUTETHHO TIOMOTYAIT.

— Xne0, K CJIOBY, CBeKaHIIUI U He OTpaBlieHHbIH. [Tyneiiiasi uictopusi, HO B TOH ke Mepe U
noyuuTesbHast. XoTs Tede 3To, CKopee BCero, He MHTEPECHO.

OH nykaBo nokocuics Ha Piovcu. OTHU-XUTPUHKY OJiecTesv B ero Iiasax. JleBouka Haxmy-
puIack.

— JlagHo, Tak U ObITh, pacckaxy. OH, — KUBOK Ha MepTBella, — KPyTHJICS TIOOIU30CTH OT Beu-
Horo Jleca, oka oTTyJa He BhIOeXkasia Kakas-To TBapkb. ..

— Ilokunyna Jlec?!

— Topoii uynoBuma mokuaaot Jlec. Ho Hanr npusTes BOBpeMs 3aMeTHII M yCIiea BCKapao-
KaThcsd Ha JiepeBo. U, Kak mozxe moBefasl CBOeH keHe, CHUes TaM JiBa JHs, MOKa TBaph HE YIILIA.
[Totom errie 1 HOYb, aX JI0 PAcCBETa, YTOO YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO UYyIOBUIIE TOUHO He BepHeTcs. U
JIMIITH 3aTeM cJie3 M ToOekas qomoi. BepHee, moOpen: 1ymaeTcs MHe, KOHEYHOCTH y Hero 3aTeKJin
MOPSI/IOYHO.
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— 41 OBl TOXKE HE cpasy cie3na, 0coOeHHO HOoUb. Ho 3T0 Beqh He KOHell. . .

— Her, noporas, MeHst pocTo nepedriIv IIeHHBIM 3aMeYaHUueM.

— IIpoctn.

— Hy tak Bot. JIoOpajcst oH, HaKOHell, IOMOK. A TaM XJie0 KakK pa3 MCIeKCsl, OH ero MpsiMo 13
MeYM CXBATWJI U Chesl. Xi1e0, Kak sl IOTOM BBISICHUII, 3aCTPsUT B XKUBOTE, a TOUHEE, B KUIIKaX. DTO
Y CTaJIO IPUYMHON CMEPTH.

— I'mynas kakas-1o cMepTb.

— Jlionu BOOOIIIE AENal0T MHOTO TIIYNOCTeH, B OCOOGHHOCTH KOTJa roJIofHBI. $1 BUIeN rojion u
o4eHb paj, uto B CyacTimBYMKax ero HeT. Haneioch, HuKoraa u He Oyzaer.

Crapocra yMOJIK, O YEM-TO 3a[yMaBILIKCb.

— Ucropus noyuntenbHasi, HO He 00s13aTeIbHO OBUIO MHE €ro mokasbiBaTh. MIHOTIA pacckasa
JOCTaTOYHO, — MPOLIMTUPOBAJIA OHA €ro Xke JAaBHHE CloBa. PIoMCH HpaBUJIOCh MOBTOPATH 32 CTApO-
CTOM, ¥ OHA TIOUTH BCer/ia MOHMUMasIa 3HAYeHNe CKa3aHHOTO.

— Mor 6b1. Ho sxu3Hb He Bcerna npustHast. CripsiTaB OT ee peajiii, 51 He IIOMOry TeOe U30erHy Th
Bcex omnacHocteil. K Tomy ke MHe Ka3ajoch, Thl 3aX04Yelllb OMOraTh, Kak B cliy4yae ¢ KapToi. Mnm
HE Thl TOBOPUJIA, YTO CO MHOUM HAMHOTO MHTEPECHEH, YeM Ha oropoje?

— Vi Jiyuiiie Ha Oropojie CIMHY THYTh, YeM C MepTBeliaMu Bo3uThes. He atoro s xorerna.

— A 49ro TeOe MelaeT 3aHUMaThCsl TeM, YeM xotesna?

— Korna s no3pocrieio, MeHs KAeT cynpOa BCex IeBOoYeK. BhIiiqy 3amysk, HApoXkaio AETOK.
XJieB, oropof, AoM... Eciii, KoHeuHO, KTO-TO MO3apUTCs Ha TaKOe JIMIIO, — €€ TOJIoC 3a1pokal. — A
Tak xodercs ooBu. Hacrostmeid. Kotopas 6e3 orHs corpeBaer.

— I'ne ToI ycablnana 3tu cinoBa?

— H-ne 3Hai0, — B r11a3ax yxe 3a0uam pogHrnuku. — Cama npugymana ot 0e3uX0i0CTH.

— IIpaBuiIbHO — GE3BICXOHOCTH.

— B-OGnarogapio, — poHUKY MPEBPATHIINCh B peKU. — M-MHE B JKW3HH ellle MPUTOJUTCS 3TO
CJIOBO.

— Prommepn, y Tebst KpacuBoe JIUIIO.

— II-nouemy toraa apyrue aetu apasHsatcsa? [Jaxe B3pocible KPUBSTCS, IS/ HA MEHS.

Crapocra B310XHYJI.

— Prommepu, yx KoMy ¥ cTomsio Obl ropeBarh, Tak 3T0 MHe. Sl MHOTOe crienai 1Jisl IepeBHH,
716 MeHs Ha AyX He MepeHOCAT. A MO eIUHCTBEHHbIN IpYyT — JAEBATUJICTHSIS JEBOYKA, HOIOIIAS O
CBOEM YPOJICTBE.

OH nooXuI pyky Ha miedo Piomcn.

— Ho neBouka 3ta — camoe yIuBHUTEIbHOE CO3/IaHKE, YTO sI BCTpeyasl — a MOBUAAN s1 MHOTOE, —
U ee MepekKUBaHUsI CMEXOTBOPHBI, MOJOOHO TOMY, KaK JIFca, BRIPOCIIast Cpeay KpbiC, OECTIOKOUTCS O
TOM, YTO €€ OTHEHHO-PbDKHIA XBOCT HE TAKOU 00JIe3JIbIi, KaK y OCTaIbHBIX. — OH yOpas pyKy ¢ Iieya,
Y ,,yMHBIN MaJiel] CHOBA MOJHSIICA. — Byzienis nepekuBaTh O TOM, 4TO JyMAloT APYTUe — MPOKUBEIIb
YY)KYIO KH3Hb.

Ero npusiTHOe nv110, MpUIIyp ITyOOKHMX CEephIX I71a3 M TOHKHE, BEYHO YXMBUISIONIUECS TyObI
Kak Oy/ITO crenyaibHO ObUTH CO3JaHBbI Il TOTO, YTOOBI yUnTh kU3HU. Koraa crapocra cocraputes u
OTIYCTUT OOPOMY, U3 HETO BBIMAET UACATbHBI MYAPBIH CTapell.

Piomcu He cmorna yaepkathb yJIbiOKy nipu 3Toi Mbicin. Peku nccoxiu. ITopoit u Tak ObIBaerT.

TeMm BpeMeHeM CTapocTa MOIOIIEN K MPOMEXYTKY MEXIy CTeJUIa)KaMU U CTSHYJ TIOKPhIBAJIO.
Piomcu yBuzena denoBeveckuil ckener. Ero BelumineHHsle o6ena KOCTH COBCEM HE MOXOAMIM Ha
IpSI3HBIE CTPYYKH, KOTOpbIe HaXoasAT cobaku. CKeneT He BHIVIsiIeN KyTKO, PIoMcH Haluia ero jaxe
3a0aBHBIM.

— Ilo HeMy s U3y4as CTpOeHUe KOCTel, — OOBSCHIII CTapocTa. — YTO THI BUAMIIIH?

— Kocrtu u Buxy. Yenoseueckue. HaBepHoe.

— A nopoGHee MOXKelllb paccKas3arh O YeJOBeKe, KOTOPOMY OH MpUHAIeKa?
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— Hapnerock, 3T0 He AeBOuKa, KOTOpasi CIyCcTUIach He B TOT noaBai? Ilpoctu, — U3BMHMIACK
OHa, Korja crapocta Haxmypuics. — OH MOTI IPUHA/AJIEKATh KOMY YTOJIHO.

— Ho yenosek Obu1 Gorar?

— He 3Hato, y 6oraueii pa3se KocTu Apyrue?

— A MHOTO y Hero ObLJI0 JIpy3eit?

Promcu cHOBa noxasa rjiedamu.

— [Ipunec 11 OH Kakyo-HUOYIb MOJTb3Y AepeBHE?

— be3 nousTrst. OOBIYHBIN CKEJIET, XOTh U IEPBbIiA, UTO S YBHUIEIA.

— OOBIYHBI CKeJeT, KOTOPbI HE TOBOPUT HaM HUUETO. XOPOIIUI WU TUIOXOM, OOraThlid WK
OenHblil. .. Bce MBI ymMmpeM, peBpaTUBIIUCH B KOCTH. Tak He JIydIlie i 3aHUMAaThCs TeM, O YeM Med-
Taemb? Benp :KU3HL OIHA.

— A KOpMHTH MeHS TOXke MeuTa Oyaet?

— A 4yeM ObI THI XOTeJIa 3aHUMAThCS, €CITM OBl He HYXKHO OBLIO TIePeXUBaTh O TOM, Ha UTO KUTh?

JleBouka HEMHOI'O TTOKpacHea:

— 51 6b1 xOTena pucoBarh KapThl. Kak Ty, 4TO MBI prcoBay.

— Kaptel MecTHOCTH, — OH yabIOHYJICS. — ECiiu ThI 4TO-TO A€HCTBUTENHHO JTIOOUIIB, TO 00s13a-
TEJIbHO JIOCTUTHEIIIb ycIieXa B IoOuMoM Jienie. M o ToMm, 4To moectb, TOUHO He OyAelllb MepekXnuBaTh.

— IIpaBna? — PiomMcu pagocTHO yibiOHyaach. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KaK JIIOOUT MOBTOPATh Bpakku:
KUTHh CTAHOBUTCSI TOPA3I0 IMPOILIE, ECJIM XOTh HEMHOTO BEPUTH B UyJeca.

— 3a XOpoIIIyIo KapTy KyIIpl U OoraTble MyTeIeCTBeHHUKH 3aIlIaTAT Tede CTOIBKO, YTO HEKO-
Topble B CUacTIMBUMKaX 3a BCIO XM3Hb He 3apadoraiorT. OTKpOIO TaiiHy: sl BCEra MeuTasl UCCIeno-
BaThb Bce nonpsa. CTpaHbl, rOpojia, pa3HbIX KMBOTHBIX. . . JIIOJIEH.

— Tak u 3HaJIa, YTO THI HE pajy JIEYEHHUs UCCAEIyelIb TPYIIL.

— Her. Ho 310 He oTmeHsieT Toro ¢akTa, 4To s CMOry IPUHOCUTD TIOJIb3Y JiofsiM. Korirka Toxe
HE OYEHb-TO 3200THUTCSI O COXPAHHOCTH 3€pHA U JIOBUT MBIIIEH UCKITIOUUTENIBHO ISl CBOSH BHITO[IbI,
HO, MOVMAaB MBIIIIb, OHA TIOMOTAET U JIIO/ISIM.

OH noyecast TogOOPOIOK U IOMPAYHET.

— DTOro He cle/lyeT rTOBOPUTh peOSHKY, HO Thl YMHA. .. Yepecuyp AJIsl CBOUX JieT. Sl He roBopio
TeOe JenaTh 4To B3yMaeTcsl, HO CUMTAI0, YTO YEPTHU MPaBbl CO CBOMM B3IJISIOM Ha )KU3HEHHbIE 11eH-
HocTtu. HyXHO fienate To, K 4eMy JISKHT Jaylna, u00 Mbl He 3HaeM, KyJa npuBeqyT Hamm jgena. K
MpUMepy, TBOU KapThl MOMOTYT MyTHUKAaM, HO OHM MOTYT TONACTh U K IJIOXMM JIOAsIM, KOTOpBIE
MPOUIYT Tyaa, Kyna 0e3 KapTel He qoopastich Obl. Criacasi yTonaroiero pedeHka, Mbl He 3HaeM, KeM
OH BBIpACTET.

Piomcn ynuBuiach, yxke B KOTOpbIi pa3. OTell MHOTa TOBOPHJI, YTO MYKHK CKOpee MOBEpUT
cBoeit 6abe, y KOTOpO# IeTH Ha coce/ia MOXOkKH, ueM uepTy. OHa He COBCeM IMOHMMAJIa 3Ty ITOTOBOPKY,
HO CYTb YJIOBWJIA U NTOPa3WJIaCch TOMY, YTO CTapOCTa LIEHWJI MYyIPOCTh YepTEN.

— YTO THI XOUEIlIb CKa3aTh?

— Xouy cKa3arh, YTO €CJIM Mbl HE 3HAaeM, K YeMy IpUBEIYT HAIIM MOCTYIKH, TO HE JIyYIlle JIU
HAC/IAXAaThCs )KU3HBIO, He AyMast o nocnenctBusax? [lonnmaenis MeHst?

— ITonumaro.

OH KMBHYJI:

— [ouumyn yxe HaBepx, a TO elle MPOCTYAUIIILCS.

Ho Promcu ycraBunack Ha OHY U3 CTEH, pacCMaTpuBasi ee CTPaHHYI0 OBEpXHOCTh. [TpucMor-
PEBIINMCh BHUMaTEIbHEee, OHa COOOpasuiia, YTO Ha CTEeHEe YTO-TO HApUCOBaHO. BHe3amnHo psgoM pas-
JaJICsl KAaKOU-TO 3BYK.

— A tam y Te0s1 uT0? — 3aMHTEpecoBaJIach AEBOYKA, KOT/Ia OHA U3 TIOCYAMH Ha CTeJUIaKe CHOBA
apornyna. Tam B MyTHO#M CTEKJISIHHON OaHKe HaXOAMJIOCh KaKOe-TO CYIIECTBO.

— BarigHan, ecnm Xouenb.
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Crapocra nozgHec (aken K CTeIaxy M OCTOPOKHO OTOABMHYJ KpbIKY. OpaHKeBblid CBET
3ami1 MeOelTh 1IeJTMKOM, M3THAB TeHH JaXe U3 TAJIbHUX YIIIoB. PomMcu, ocMereB, mojoria moonmxe.
Cy11ecTBo BHYTpH, CUJIbHO HAlIOMUHABIIIEE KPBICY, TIOIHSJIO PbUIBLIE U TPUHIOXAJIOCh. Y HETO COBCEM
He OBUIO TYJIOBHIIIA, BMECTO 3TOTO U3 TOJIOBBI POCIIO HECKOJIBKO OTPOCTKOB, MIOXOJMBIIMX HA 00JIe3-
JIbIe XBOCTBI.

— 3auem oHo Tebe? U uTo 310 BOOOIIE Takoe?

— 51 661 1 cam xoten 3HaTh. OHO MOXOkE Ha MeCYAHOTO MAPUOHETOYHMKA, XOTh OHHM U BOASTCS
TOJIBKO B 'POOHMIIAX AaKOHA.

— A rae 1ol ero Hauien?

— Hamien He 51, a HenoBonbHbiil Japest. 3Haers ero?

Henosomnbhoro [lapeina 3Hanu Bee. Piomcu kuBHya. Ctapocta mpoaoKuL:

— OH yBepsi1, uTo Hartesn 1o Bosjie Beunoro Jleca. I meHst Tep3aioT cMyTHbIE COMHEHU S, TTPaB
JH 1.

— Hacuer uero?

— B Jlecy obuTaeT MHOXECTBO pa3HbIX TBapel, KOTOPBIE MO0 KAKOK-TO MPUYMHE HE MOKUAAIOT
€ro, 3a peIKUMHU UCKJIIOUEHUSIMH, — CTAPOCTa KUBHYJI Ha MOCYJUHY C TBapblo. — 51 CKJIOHEH JyMarb,
YTO KTO-TO HaMepeHHO Hacesu1 Beunslil Jlec BceBO3ZMOKHBIMU MOHCTPAMU U3 Pa3HbIX CTPaH TOJIBKO
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOO HUKTO HE CMOT' TyJa POHUKHYTh. 1 okyTan Jlec Kakoi-To Marvei, 4to0 TBapu oOu-
TaJIM JIMIIb BHYTPH U HE TIOKUJIAIH €T0.

— Pasge Jlec He nosiBUJICS. .. HY... caMm 1o cede?

— Ciy4aiiHO BBIPOC JIEC C IEpPEBbSIMU, KOTOpbIE HUT/IE OOJIbIIE HE PACTYT, M HACEJIEHHbI cMep-
TOHOCHBIMHM TBapsIMH, HE CIOCOOHBIMHU €ro IOKMHYTh? PloMMepH, 1a HaJ1 HUM JIaKe MITHLIBI HE JIETAIOT.
Jlec siBHO co3z1aH, 4yTOO TyIa HUKTO HE BOIIEN, CJIOBHO BHYTPH HEro TaiHBI, 3HATh KOTOpPBIE 3arpe-
ieHo. Beipoc cam o ce6e? C TakuM *ke yCIieXoM MOKHO HATKHYThCSI Ha JIepeBSHHbIN 3a00p U yTBEp-
KJaTh, Oy/ITO IepeBbsi CAMU TIOTNA/IANIM JIPYT HA JPYra, a TBO3/M MPUHEC U BOH3MUII BETEP.

— Ho 3T1OT TBO#... MApMOHETOUHHK KaK-TO BbIOpasics. Kak u MOHCTp, uTo TOro Gefonary Ha
JepeBo 3arHad.

— Bepno. Ho 310 nerenbii. BoaMoxkHO, cuiia, KOTOpasi ciepKUBaeT TBapeil BHYTPHU, MEHBbIIIE
BJIMSIET HA UX OTIPBICKOB, — CTAPOCTA 3aKPbUI KPBILIKY W 3aABUHYJI OCYAMHY 0OpaTtHo. — [oiinem.

OHnu BHIIUTM U3 TIOZIBAJIA, 32 YTO PromMcu Obuta GnaropapHa.

— A Tbl BCTpeuan yepTei? — cipocuiia OHa.

— Heckonbko pas.

— VX ThI, paccKaxxu 0 HUX!

Caunomnac nocmotpen Ha Piomcu. Kak Bcerna, 1o0poskenaresibHO, HO C XUTPEIIOH B IJla3ax.

— B npyroi#i pa3, — OTBETHII OH U ¢ 0COO0I OCTOPOKHOCTBIO JOCTAI C TIOJIKH IIKaga CBUTOK Tep-
rameHTa. HecrieniHo pa3BepHyB ero, ctapocTta MoBEpHYJI JIUCT JIULEBOU cTopoHOou K Piomcu. Ha niep-
ramMeHTe KpacoBaJIoch N300paxeHue JepeBHr CuacTIMBUMKH. PUCYHKHM BHITJISIEIM HAMHOTO JIyYIIe,
YeM B IOCJIEAHUI pa3, CTapocTa JIeTajbHEee BCe Pa3pucoBall U YKpacuil.

— Kakas ke oHa kpacuBas! — nporosopuia Promcu.

Crapocra, OryCTUB B3IJIsI, €JBa 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICSI — HECOMHEHHO, paiysiCh €€ BOCXHUIIIEHHIO.

— IlepBas mos KapTta, HO OHa U TBOS TOXke, Plommepu. Thl U BlipaBQy MHE O4YE€Hb ITOMOIJIA, —
OH IPOTSIHYJI €l Iepo BCe C TOW ke YCMEUIKOM Ha Jiuie. — Buauips Moe uMs? Brmim psigom csoe.
Benp 310 — Haia kapra.

Piomcu poskanmmu pykamu npuHsiia nepo. Iof ero jierkuii CKkpun Ha repramMeHTe HosiBUIIOCH
U ee uMs.

It0 OBUI JIyUIIUi JeHb B KU3HU Promcu.
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I'naa 2. O3epo ncnpaxkHeHUn

1

Piomcu B310XHYMa. DTO MECTO Ha3bIBAIU «CTpafalibHel». [lopora, BIMOIIEHHAS TIOCKUMU
KaMHSIMH, 3MEHKON BUJIaCh BBepX. VIITH 1O Hel ObLIO Topasio Tsikesiee, 3aTo MyTh TAKKMM 00pa3oM
TMOJTy4asioch HEIJIOXO COKpaTuTh. PioMcH crapanach HacTymaTh Ha KaMHU U, He J1ail 00Ty, 1monactb
HOTOW B IIeJIb — BBIBUX oOecrieueH. MIHOra mpoMesk KaMHeH Momajiayicsl pydeek, OT Yero Te CTaHo-
BUJIUCH CKOJIb3KMMU U €elle 00Jiee OIAaCHbIMU.

Promcu 3ametnia, 4To Ha HEKOTOPBIX YYaCTKax rOpbl BCTPEYAIMCh MEPTBBIE MSATHA CEPOTrO
HaJsieta 0e3 KPOXH PaCTUTEILHOCTH, TOYHO JIMIIAW Ha OOJILHOM )KUBOTHOM. PaHblIlle Takoro He ObLIO.

7Kapa ycunuBanach, u, Haii/isl MpoxJialy B TEHU Pa3BECUCTOTO AepeBa, peOsiTa HAKOHEIT TPUCeIn
MEPEJOXHYTh.

bpakku nenuics cBoMmu cTpaxamu:

— Camoe ornacHOe — 3TO KOIa Thl HE OKMIAElllb HalaIeH!s1, — MpocBellal oH. — Beunsiit Jlec
C €ro YyJOBHILAMU, KOHEYHO, )KYTKOE MECTO, HO HeT Huuero crpamHee KytHoro bora u Bonuas.

— Ko-ro?! — ckpusuics Kup.

— Kyrssbli1 bor — nHOrna 1oMoBoro Tak Ha3blBaloT, — nosiciuiia Promcu. Yrto takoe Bonuo,
OCTaBaJIOCh 3arajKou.

— U yem TeGe 1OMOBOI He yromui?

— Tem, uto y cebs1 joma Mbl Ge33ammTHBL. [lyckaii Mbl Be3ie ¥ HaYeKy, HO JJOMa-TO MOXKEM
paccnadbutbest. CrIOKOMHO YCHYTh, He OXHast HanajaeHus, a KytHeiii bor — pa3, — Bpakku yxBaTui
ce0s1 3a 11eto, — u 3aaymuT Te0s. Tak ke u Bonugio, — npogomkan Manbuuk. — Ces Tbl, 3HAYUT, TIO
OO0JIBILION HYXE, a OH. ..

— Ionsn-nons, — B3goxHyn Kup. — Ho Kakoi cMBICT TPEBOXKUTBCS 10 3TOMY MOBOJY, €CJIU
BCE paBHO HUYEM cebe He ToMOoub? TOBKO OECIIOKOWMCTBA JIUIITHIE.

— He coBcem Tak. YeproB XBocT u Bermuit Jluct, — ¢ ropnoctbio 00bsiBUI Bpakku, nocraBast
Y3 CYMKH 3aCyIIEHHbIE PACTEHUS], — CPECTBO OTO BCEX HETOPA3/I0B.

— Hy Bort, onate Havanoch, — Kup 6e3HagekHO mokayan rojloBOM M CKPUBHIICS TaK, CJIOBHO
y BpaKKHM BBINIEYNOMSHYTHIN XBOCT 30 PTa BHIBAJIMICS. — DTO KOPEHb KOJUIU/IBI, JIUIIbL Cpeau Oe3-
MO3IJIOrO HApOAA €ro Ha3blBal0T YepToBbIM XBOCTOM.

PromMcu He nmena NoHATHSA, €CTh JIM Y YepTer XBOCTHI, HO IIPEAIONOKUIIA, YTO €CJIU UMEIOTCS,
TO OYIYT BBIVISIIETh MMEHHO TaK, KaK TOT 3aCYIICHHBIH KOPECHb.

— Yepr Ob1 TeOst moOpast! — Beipyrasicsi Kup, Bce e paccMaTpriBasi qUBHBIE TpeaMeThl. — M Ha
3TO THI IOTPATUI CBOE J1I00pO?!

— TBowm peun — TeOe Ha mieun. KopeHb momoskeT MHe BHyIIATh, a Bemuii JIuct nokaxer Oymy-
niee, — NosICHWII Bpakku, CIIOBHO He 3ameuast yKoja. — A B HallIeM JIeJie 9TO OM Kak MOJIE3HO.

Promcu cabiana o cune Bemero Jlucra. IloroBapuBaiiv, 4to, €Ciiv OH MPOCKOJIB3UT BOKPYT
PYKH — UE€JIOBEK MPOKUBET LEJIbIM JEHb, & €CIIA KPYT OKAKETCS1 HEMOIHBIM — 3HAYUT, YMPET B TEUEHHE
OHA. A BOT 0 UeproBOoM XBOCTE OHA HUYETO HE 3HAJIA.

B otimume or Kupa.

— BHyienve, MoseT, Bellb 1 M0JIE3HAS, HE CIIOPIO, — [IPOTOBOPHJI TOJICTSK. — BOT TOJIBKO KU3HB
KyJa nosiesHee OyJer.

— O yeMm ThI? — IBHO HEXOTS CIPOCUJI BpaKKu.

— Homyctum, Thl Jaxke 3Haelllb, KaKk MPaBWJIBHO €ro 3aBapUTh M HACTOATh, — cKazay Kwup,
HACMEILIMBO LIyps I1a3a, — U Ja)ke 3HAEelllb, CKOJIBKO OTBApa HYKHO BBIIUTb.
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bpakku ckpuBmics. BeipaxeHue uiia MajabuMKa HEJBYCMBICIEHHO TOBOPWIO O TOM, YTO OH
HE UMeJl HU MaJIEHIIero noHsATusl, 0 4yeM TojkyeT Kup.

— Ho 3Haems i ThI, CKOJTBKO YeJIOBEK M3... CTa BBIKMBET TOCJE TOro, Kak MompooyeT cei
YyJeCHbI OTBap? — MPOIOIKAT TOJICTSK. — A 51 Tebe oTBeuy: oquH. M To — ecium noBeser.

Venbimas 910, BpIkky Ha MTHOBEHbE TMIOHHK, HO 3aTEM ero ryObl pa3oIIUTUCh B YIIBIOKE.

— Tak mis toro u Bemumit Jlucr!

On npotsauyn Priomcu u Kupy no jucrtky.

— A u nna Bac B3s1. Eciu He OyjeT Kpyra — 3HauuT, K pa3BajidHaM UATH He cTouT. U BooOIe,
KOHEYHO, He CTOMT PUCKOBaTh B 3TOT JeHb. He Gnaromapure, — pa3myscs ot ropnoctd bpakku. — 4
CJIBIXaJI, KaK OJIMH Tako¥ JIUCT criac 1eyio apMHUI0 AaKOHIIEB OT 3aCajibl MPOKJISATHIX.

Bpakku ookt JIuct cebe Ha JTaJOHb U YCTaBUJICS Ha HETO, 3aTauB JbIXaHue. Pomcu u gaxe
Kup 3anHTEpecoBaHHO CEINIIM 32 IPOUCXOISIIIAM.

Jlucrok mommeBenuiics, OyATO OT JIyHOBEHMsSI BETpa, U Havyas aBuratbest. OH, Kak KUBOM, MPO-
CKOJIb3WJI BOKPYT KUCTH U BEPHYJICS HA TIPeKHEe MeCTO.

Bpakku maxe He crapajicsi CKpPbITh CBOIO TOPAOCTb, OH X 3acusil OT pagoctu, Ho Kup b
(bipkHYyI:

— Ho kaxk Thl y3Haellib, 4To He CI0XHEIIIb Ha crieaytoiiee yTpo? JIMCT moKas3bIBaeT TOJIbKO, MPO-
JKUBEIIb UIMEHHO 3TOT JIEHb WJIM HET, — HAIIOMHWJI €My TOJICTSK. — A O TOM, Kak u3-3a 3toro Jlucra
norudav, Thl, BUIUMO, He CIblmat. Ero 10BOILHO MPOCTO CAENaTh, U, i Obl OH ObUT TAKKM T10JIe3-
HBIM, UM OBl ITOJIb30BAJIUCH BCe MoApsa. — Kup ormmn Bomsl u3 uisaru. — Keratu, — mporoBopuit oH,
BBITUpAst POT, — JIBa JAETEHCKUX MPUHIIA TOTHOJIU W3-3a 3TOTO JIUCTA.

— Uro ciyunnoch? — CHOBAa HEXOTsI CPOCU BpIKKH, 3HATOK BCEBO3MOXHBIX MUCTHUECKUX
BEIIUI], HO SIBHO HE MPUHIIEB.

— 3arBo3aka B TOM, 4TO JIUCT He MOKa3bIBaeT BO3MOXKHBIX yBeuuil. YesoBek, 3Hasi, YTO He
YMpET B 3TOT JIeHb, OTBAXHO UJIET B IyTh, HUYETO He O0SICh, U. .. TAJIaeT, IOMasi HOTH, WX, HAl[PUMeED,
ToTaiaeT B IleH K KaHHuOanam. Ho na, — mo6asun Kup wzpeBatenbckum ToHOM, — JIMCT Beeraa
TOBOPUT MPaB/Y: B ITOT JIEHb UEJIOBEK JEUCTBUTEIHLHO HE YMUPAET.

Hexkortopoe BpeMs peOsita IITM MOJTYa, MpeJaBasich Kak/Iblii CBOMM MBICTISAM M BOCIIOMHUHA-
HUAM. EJMHCTBEHHBIMH 3BYKamH, HAPYIIABIIMMU TUIIMHY, ObUTM WX pEJIKMe TPOMKHE B3I0XU U
pyranbs Kupa. Onexa mpomMokiia oT 1ota U HaTupasa Tejo.

Hopora nenanack Bce Kpyde. [ OBOpUTH CTaio TPYIHO, a JIBIIIAJIOCH BCE TSKETee U TsKeliee.
Ho Bckope mokazascs ciyck, U pe0siTa CHOBa Pl MepeOXHY Th.

Korma-to Piomcu yke mogHMMasiach Clofa B KOMIIAHMM CTAapOCTBI, YTOO HAPUCOBATH KapTy
nepeBau. Ho nmpusTHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHKS CMEHIJIMCH TOPHKOUM KAPTUHOW HACTOSAIIEro: OyitHast pacTH-
TEJILHOCTh 9TOM MECTHOCTU BbIMUpasia. BMecTo BEeUHO3eIeHbIX COCEH U eJield TOpYaJlv rojible U MepT-
BbI€ CTBOJIBI, MOJJOOHO KOIbSIM BOMHCTBA U3 PACCKA30B O OMTBE aaKOHIICB MTPOTHB JIETeHIIeB, KOrua
MX CTPaHBI ellle BpaXJJ0BaJIH.

Jluis ropHast pedyIinka — paBHOIYITHASI KO BCEMY — ITO-TIPEKHEMY TAHYJIACh 3MEUKOM, ee ObICT-
Pblil 1 HEUCTOBOM POKOT JOHOCHJICS IaXe CIoa.

PebsTa B300Opasinch JOCTaTOYHO BBICOKO. CHM3Y, Kak OyATO MPSIMO TOJ] HOTaMH, PACKUHYJIHCH
CuactmBunku. C TakoHl BBICOTHI IEPEBHS TTOXOUIA HA MOJIOION MECHIII.

BHugy crosut TymaH, win, BO3MOXHO, IbUTh JI0 CUX TOp He ocesa. Kazasnock, uto, kpome vep-
HOTO WM CEeporo, TaM OOoJibllie He CYIIECTBOBAIO OTTEHKOB. JloMa, B KOTOPBIX ellle HeJaBHO KUIesa
KU3Hb, CTAIA pa3BAIMHAMU U MOTHJIAMHU.

— Eie uyTka cmycTuThCsl — M Thl YBU/IUIIL BEJIMKaHA, — XBacTajicsi Bpakku, CIOBHO TOT eMy
npuHaaiexain. — OH 3g0poBy-yimuid! Kaxapii nanen ¢ gepeBo. Bynp BeJlMKaH KUB, TO IECATKOM
II1aroB mepecek Obl BCio AepeBHI0. YT06 MHe B Jlec momnacTh, Ja TaM U IPOMAcTh — eC/Iv He TaK.

— 3avem emy 1marath? — XMbIkHYJI Kup. — Eciii Thl He 3ameTusi, y Hero ectb Kpbuibsi. Toxe,
MeX]1y POYUM, HEMaJIeHbKHE.
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— Yro 310 3a cymiecTBo Takoe? OTKya OH B3suics? — cripocuiia PioMcu HM y KOro KOHKPETHO.

— HeusBecTtHO, — orBeTHs1 Bpakku. — [laxke CTapuKy He CIIbIXaI O TAKMX.

— A TBI, CMOTpIO, YMHBI, CIOBHO THMETpHH. CKOpO, HEOOCh, U TPETHH I71a3 MOSIBUTCS. BhITh
CTapbIM He 3HAYUT ObITh MyAPHIM, — MpoOypuast Kup. — MokHO cocTapuThesi, He TIOKUAAsl AEPEBHH,
Aaxe He 3Hasi, YTO TBOPUTCS 32 ee MPe/IeIaMH.

— CTapimx HY)XHO YBaXXaTh, — KATETOPUYHBIM TOHOM 3asIBHJI BpIaKKH.

— A B KaKuX MOMX CJIOBaxX ThI YCJIBIIIIAN HEyBaXeHue?

— Kup, kak Oyaro st Te0s1 He 3HaI0, — TOPOILIUBO OTBETUJI BpaKKH.

B mazax tonctska MeNbKHYJIO YAMBJIEHHE, TOYHO TOT CKa3as IIIyMoCTb.

— 3Haenb MeHsA? — niepecnipocu Kup, 4yTh 3aMeTHO cKpuBHB TyObl. — HaBepHoe, Tak xe
XOpOIIIO, KaK U CTApPHUKOB, KOTOPBIX Thl YBaXKaelllb, ITPY ITOM JIa)Ke He JIOrajIblBasiCh, KaK OHU KU3Hb
PO U YTO Y HUX Ha yMe.

DBpaKkku He HaIlesn, 4To OTBETHUTh.

Piomcn mokupoBanu cnoBa Kupa: yBakeHHe K CTapIIUM MPUBUBAIOCH IETSM C MAJIOTO BO3-
pacTta, ¥ IonoOHbIE peur MPUPABHUBAJIOCH K TPEXY.

Kup nokocusicst Ha Hee, CJIOBHO OHa 03BYYMJIa CBOM MBICJIH, M TIOSICHIAI:

— 41 Bcerga mogam pyky crapiiemy, eciiv TOT He B CHJIaX MOAHSThCS. [logHecy 4Tto-HUOYAb. . .
Ho He crouT 3acTaBisTh MEHsI yBaXarTh JIOACH, O KOTOPHIX s HE 3HAI0 HU YepTa, KpOMe TOro, YTO
OHH CTaphbl€.

Kup niepesen B3rsan Ha bpakku:

— A TO, UTO THI OTpbI3aeIIbCs, OyATO HOBOPOXKAEHHBIN KOTEHOK, OOSIIUIICS BCETO OAPSI, TOBO-
PUT JIMIIIb O TOM, YTO ThI HE 3HaelIb MUpA. 5l He yTBEpXkJalo, YTO BCE B3POCIIbIE IJIOXUE U HEJOCTOWHBI
yBaxeHus. Ho 3pesocTh erie He mokasaresnb yma, JOCTOMHCTBA M JPYTUX... KadecTB. Hepasymuo
TOOUTB JTIOAEH 1 JOBEPSITh UM, CChLIASICh JIMIIb HA CEble BOJIOCH M| MOPIIMHUCTOE JTUIIO. [lake camblii
37I00HBIN U MEP3KUIl HErOMsIi, €C/IM ero He MPUKOHYAT paHbIlle BpeMEeHH, KOHEUHO, Koraa-HuOyIb
cocrapurcs. [Tonqymait Ha 1M, Bpakku. Mbl He MokeM 3HaTh, 4TO Y JIIofiel Ha yme. B crapoii rosiose
MOT'YT CKPBIBAThCsI TAKUE MBICIIU, UTO U y TISITUIETHETO, y3HAH OH O HUX, BOJIOCHI ITOCECIOT OT yKaca.

B ero rosoce Gosnbliie He CKBO3WIIA MPUBBIYHASL HACMEIIIKA, TaM 3By4Yasa nevyasib. CinoBHo Kup
JaBHO YK€ He XJaJl OT ol HUYEero XOpOoIIero.

— Pa3ymeercs, HaM Obl XOTEJIOCh, YTOO BCE B3POCIIBbIE OBUTN TOOPHIMU, CITPABEJTUBBIMU U BCE-
3HAIOIIUMH, HO, YBBI, 3TO JAJIEKO HE TaK. YK MPOCTH, YTO sl HACTOJIBKO MPEKPACHBIE OKUIAHU S TIOPUY
TaKoM ypOIJIMBOM ITPaBIOK.

— Piomcu, a Thl 4TO JyMaelib? — MpayHoO Cpocuil Bpakku.

PromMcu BcriomHMIIA O/IMH Ciyyaii, KOorjia My »KUrHa 3aMaHujI eBouky B 3ootoil [lom. U3Hacu-
soBaJ1 ¥ yorut. OH MOMPOCHIT MAJTBIIIIKY O TIOMOIIH, Y T2 CIIOKOMHO TOIILIA C HUM, HE 1yBCTBYsI CTpaxa.
Ckopee Bcero, poiMTeNv TOXKE YUUIU €€, YTO B3POCIBIX HYXKHO CIYIIAThCS, UM HYKHO MOMOraTh. A
BOT KaKMM MIMEHHO B3POCJIBIM — He YTOUHWIA. MyX4rHa OKazascsl He MecTHbIM. Ero GpIcTpo Harum
1 Hakazanu. Ho 1eBOYKY 3TO He BEpHYJIO K KU3HH.

Bpakku cmotpen Ha Promcu ¢ ssBHO¥W Hajexaou Ha momaepxkky. OHa Oblia OarogapHa emy,
MO3TOMY MPEATIOoWIa MPOMOTYATh, TOKAaB TUICYaMHU.

Kup 6e3paiocTHO ynbIOHYIICS.

— Ilocnennue cioBa s1, moxainyi, 3a0epy, — MPOroBOPHJI OH ¥ MHOTO3HAUMTEILHO T0OABUIL,
YBUJEB BOIIPOCUTENBbHBIN B3I Plomcn:

— OT cTpaxa BoJIOCH He celietoT. [lymMaio, 3To BBIAYMKa, 4TOO JIydIille ONKCHIBATH ¥ TIPHYK PaIlId-
BaThb Mepemnyr B Kakoi-HUOYIb KYTKOM UcToprd. Byap Tak Ha caMoM Jiesie, MOU BOJIOCHI €I11e YeThIpe
rofia Ha3aj rnocenenau Obl, OyITO UX METJIOM MOCHITANH.

['ne-to 3amasim cobaku.

—He nymana, 4to y KOro-To XBaraet eJibl, YTOOBI ellie ¥ COOaK JepikaTh, — Mporopopuia Piomcu,
YTOOBI CMEHUTDH TEMY.
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— Her BoiOopa, — nosicinn bpakku. — KTo-To phileT B pa3BajiMHaX, Kak Mbl, KTO-TO Ha Me4
MBITACTCS BCKApaOKaThCs, a KTO-TO B JJOMa 3aJ1a3WT, 4T00 rpaduth. [ToaToMy Moii Opar 1 ocraercs
noma. Koe-KTo 151 oXpaHsbl 1OKa elne co0ak Jep:KuT.

— Yo 3HaUMT “BCKapaOKaTbhcs Ha Meu”?

— Hy, roBopsiT, Meu ychIliaH JparolieHHOCTSIMU — BarpoBbIiM 3aKkaToM. . .

— Aueim 3akartom, — 6ypkHyn Kup.

— ...BOT JIOOM U JIE3YT, MBITAsICh XOTh YTO-TO BBHIKOBBIPATH. [I0Ka, KOHEYHO, OE3pe3yIbTaTHO.
[TokamecT HUKOMY He yAaBaJIoCh, TOJIBKO Kajieyat ceOst 3psi, CPhIBasich € BHICOTHL. Masio Toro, u apy-
rux Toxe. OTelr ToBOpMII — eMy 3HAKOMBIH paccKasall, — YTO y OIHOTO ASI/IbKH, KOTJa TOT B30Opasics
MOYTH HAa BEPXYIIKY Meya, TOpBalach HUTh, M MOTYMECSI] MoeTe] BHU3, — Bp9KKM MHOro3Hauu-
TEJIbHO TMIOMOJTYAN M OTYeKaHWI: — Ml mpoOuT uepen yesioBeky, crosiiieMy BHU3Y! Korma emy o0yBb
CHSUTH, TO U3 TATKH KYCOK MOJyMecsilia TOpYal — HACKBO3b MPOOMIL. SICHO, KOHEUHO — C TaKOH-TO
BBICOTBI.

— YeproBa xkapa, — npomssmini Kup, Bertupasi cyxoi J100. Kakum-1o 06pa3zomM oH coBepIIeHHO
He BcroTes. — BoT Koria HeGeca cKansaTcsl M OUJET A0K[Ib, Thl, BPIKKH, CIpSUbCs Ky[a BMECTE C
OTIIOM Y €r0 3HAKOMBIM, 4YTOO He TIOKaieumsno. ToNbKO MpeAcTaBb, ¢ KAKOM BBICOTHI KATUTH MaIaloT.

— Kup, a uro THI gymaens o BeMKaHe? — oMHTEpecoBaiack Promcu.

— Jlroau moroBapuBaloT O HeKMX Jlaputensix, — Haual TOJNCTSK, — BPOJE KaK CIIEUaIbHO pas-
OpachIBAIOIIMX LIEHHOCTH, YTOO TPUUYMHHUTH Bpel.

— U ToT, KTO MX BO3BMET, IOrMOHET? — nepedust Bpakku.

— He coBcem. Tort, KTO MX BO3BMET, HEIIJIOXO TaK paz0orareer.

— B uem xe Bpen?

— B Tom, uTo B3sIBIIMIA OmpeneseHHo pa3donTaeT o nogapke cyapObl. M Ha TO MecTo, rae oH
pa3mo0sLT cBOe 100pO, cOEryTCs OCTaIbHBIe. A YK UX HaBEepHSIKA KJIET CMEPTh, Kak rOBOpsT. Boz-
MOXHO, 51 caM BUJeJ 9TH Japbl. [TyTerecTBys, Mbl OCTAaHABIMBAIKMCH HA HOUEBKY. CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO:
CHUETH BO3JIE COKPOBHIII, BUIETh, KAK OHU MOOJIECKUBAIOT MPU CBETE JIyHbI, © HIUETO HEe B3AATh.

— Hy naems! He B3s1 HU4YEro TojabpKo MoToMy, 9to Tede Haruienu 6aek? — pbIpkHYT Bpakku. —
Jla 1 BooOI1Ie, THI K€ TOBOPHII, UTO NMEPBOMY, KTO B3I, HIUEroO He Oy/eT.

— 4 ToXe cHavaa He OYeHb-TO TOBEPHJI B ITY... OaliKy. OcOOEHHO MOHUMAs, YTO MOIOOHbIE
OorarcTBa ObLTM OBl MHE OUeHb KCTaTH. BO3MOXHO, 51 OBl U PUCKHYII, He OyJIb B OTBETE 32 CECTPEHKY.

— Ho nouemy TbI cunTaelib, 4To STOT BeJIMKaH U ecTh lapurtens? — cripocuia Piomcn.

— Toraa Bo3Je KOCTpa MHE Ha MUT MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO HaJl HAMU BO3BHIIIAETCSI OTPOMHOE CyIIie-
CTBO M Mbl CTOMM JIar€PeM B TEHH €TI0 KPbUIbEB. JTO. .. BUJEHHUE AJIUJIOCH JIMIIb MUT, KOT/Ia yaapuia
MonHus1. Ho 51 0TYeT/IMBO yBUIEN €ro U 3aIIOMHIIT Pa304apOBaHHOE JIMIIO, TOHMMAIOIIEE, YTO MbI He
BO3bMEM COKPOBHIIIE.

OHuM HavaM CITyCKaThCsl C TOpbl. Baasmu yxe BUaHENach pa3pylleHHas IUIOab, BCS B PyWHAX,
Y HaBHCIAsl HaJl Hell OrPOMHAsI CKAISIIIASICS MACTh.

— DTo HaBepIIe Meva, — yraJaB MbIC/IU CITyTHUIBI, IosicHu Kup.

[MacTp, BHIKOBaHHASI C HEMIOCTMKMMOM JIeTaJIM3allMel, CIOBHO Napuiia B Hebecax, Halsmoana.
A Bce M3-3a TOro, 4TO JIe3BHE Meva — I[BeTa ITyOOKOW HOUM — He OTOpachiBAJIO CBETa M Ka3aJloCh
HEBUIUMBIM.

— HagepHoe, ee cTo KoBasiell KoBav, — IPUKUHYJI Bpakkuy, umes B Buay Haepiuue. — Bunenn?!
Bunenu?! Ynan kro-to! Bo nypaku!

UYro-To, KaxyIeecs: MeIKUM HaCEeKOMBIM, TIOJIETENIO C phlYalieil MacTy BHUS.

— T'oBoput ke, TOJIBKO 3psi KaJieyaTcsl.

CorHile cBETUIIO BCe sipue, TyMaH o4ty paccestics. U teneps Promcn, cierka npuiiypus riasa
OT CJIETISAIIETo CBEeTa, MOIJIa pas3riisiAeTh BeiukaHa. OH ObUT BUJIEH Jake OTCIOAA — KKYIIMIACS U3/1au
COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIYHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH MpHJIer Ha criuHy. [pusier ¢ MedyoM B rpyau. A HEBHH-
MarTeJTbHBIN 3pUTEITh U3-32 TYMaHa U BOBCE MOT ITPUHSTH €ro 3a CKaJIbl.
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— Xytkoe 3penwuine, — 6e30 BCSIKON Ha TO HYK/bl 3aMeTHJT BpIakKu.

Benukan siexain tam, rae, no-BUAUMOMY, M ynaj. [laxe ¢ Takoro paccrosinus Promcu oco3Ha-
BaJia, KAKOW OH MacCUBHBIN U KaK TSKKO MPUAABUII CBOE CTpallHoe Jioxke. Ero nasblpl He ycrynanu
JUTMHOM CTBOJIaM COCEH, a HOI'TU OBLTM BEJIMYMHOW CO B3pOCoro MyxuuHy. ['nmasa Promcu 3acre-
3WJINCh, OYATO CO3EpIaHue BeJIMKaHa OpOcasio BHI30B 3peHMI0. Ero Teao OKyThIBas KeaTo-30JI0TOM
TyMaH, MoOJIECKMBAOIIMI UCKpaMH, Kak u3 KocTpa. Kazanock, 3T0 camu 3Be3/Ibl KpyKaT B AUKOM
TaHIIe, TOYHO BPE/IHBIE JIETH, COSKaBIIME W3-1T0]] MprucMoTpa Martepu-JIyHsI.

Bce, uto pacckaspiBamu Kup u bpakku, okazanocs npaBaoil. ToJabko OHM HE CKa3alld CaMOro
ITaBHOI'O — HACKOJIBKO KPACUBBIM BBITJIAICIT BEJIMKAH.

OH yHuuTOXun TpeTh AepeBHu. [Ipunec mumb rope u cmepts. Ho nepoe, 0 uem nogymasna
Piomcu — 310 CyIecTBo BJISIOCh MPEKPACHEMIIIUM U3 CO3/1aHUil, BUJEHHBIX €10 3a BCIO jku3Hb. Ha
HEM He OBbUIO HU CJIe[IOB KPOBH, HU ymmOoB. CTpaHHO, HO 1O CPAaBHEHHUIO C MEPTBBIM BEJIMKAHOM
BCE BOKPYT Ka3aJI0Ch CEPbIM 1 O€3)KN3HEHHBIM. JIUIIIb OH BBHITISIIEN HACTOSIIUM, OIMCTAIONTHIA Kpac-
kamu. U HuKTO 3TOrO OyaTo He 3amedan. Kpome Hee. Ceppiie Pomcy HaromHWIa ropedsb v revyalib OT
TOr'0, YTO TAKOE IMPEKPACHOE CYLIECTBO MEPTBO. Ero u3sniHoe Teso jexano Ha pa3pyLeHHbIX I0Max,
POCKOIIHBIE KPbLIbsl IYHHOTO LIBETa MPOCTUPAJIUCH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. PlomMcu 3ameTnia, 4To oqHO
KPBLIO CJIOMAaHO.

Benvkana, MIOMMMO COBEpPILIEHHOW KPAacoThl U OTPOMHOIO pa3Mepa, HUYTO HE OTIMYajIo OT
OOBIYHOTO MYKYMHBI. BOJOCH THraHTa ciierka KOJBIXaJIMCh — Ka3ajioch, Jake BETep XOTes Hacla-
JOUTBCS] IPUKOCHOBEHUEM K CTOJIb [IPEKPACHOMY CYLIECTBY.

HeoxunanHo 1o ee 1mekam NoKaTUIMCh cjie3bl. ProMcH 0XBaTriio CMyTHOE BOJTHEHHUE, KOT/1a OHA
B3[JIsSIHYJIa Ha JIMLIO TpeKpacHoro co3aanusi. Cepuue 3ak0oJ0TUIOCh OT HanpsikeHusl. OHa OCTOPOKHO
MOKOCHJIAch Ha pedsAT: 3aMETHIIM JIM OHM TO, YTO yBUzena oHa? [loxoxe, HET.

“HaBepnoe, 3T0 JMIIIb UTpa BOOOpaKEHHsI U MHE MOKa3ajoch”’, — pemria oHa. [Tonumasi, 4to
BpeT cama cebe.

— Tel navems? — ynusuics Kup, msans Ha Piomen.

— KoneuHo, oHa mauet. Vi Thl He 3Haellb, CKOJIBKO ropsi 3Ta TBaph NMpuHeca? — BCKPUKHYJ
Bbpakku.

Kup ¢wipkayn, HO 6e3 371006 OH OIeHHMBaloIIe 3bIPKHY Ha PloMcH, a 3aTeM B3IJISIHYN Ha
BEJIMKaHa:

— Ioiigem yxe.

Piomcu mMonmya BuHYnach, MocjaeaHUN pa3 MOCMOTPEB Ha 3TO MpekpacHoe cyiectBo. Ha ero
TeJIO, Ha TOJIOBY, HA TOYHO TaKWe K€ OTMETHUHBI MO] IJIa3aMH, KaK y Hee CaMOM.

2

Korpa pe6sita npuOIM3uInch K AepeBHE, BOHb CTajla HEBBIHOCUMOH.

— Kakoro yeprta ouu TBOpAT? — ynusuiicsi Kup, umest B BUly HECKOJIBKUX MYKUHH, JIOMAIOIIUX
CTEHY B JIOME.

— Kak OyATo He MOHATHO, — 0TO3BaJICs Bpakku. — Ymep KTo-To.

— IpencraBb cebe, He TIOHSITHO, — OTPBI3HYJICA TONCTAK. — K yeMy Toraa iom jiomatsb?

— Yenosek ymep B njome. OHU JIOMAIOT CTEHY, YTOO BBIHECTH CKBO3b Hee MepTBena. [lotom
ApIpy 3ajenaiot. Y eciiu MepTBell BbUIE3ET U3 MOTHJIbI, TO HE CMOXET BEPHYThCS B JIOM, BEJlb JbIPHI,
Yyepes KOTOPYIO ero BHIHECITH, yXke He OyIeT, — CIIOKOMHO MosicHuia Promcu. B maMsiTi BCIuibLia 3amy-
pOBaHHasI CTeHa B KOMHATE, KOTOPYIO € OTBEJIM B CeMbe BpIKKH.

Kup suiib nokai riedaMu U HarpaBuiIcs K pa3BajIiHaM, MOBA3bIBAs Ha JIMIO TPSIIKY, HO €ro
ocTaHoBWJ Bpakku:

— Huuero He 3a0b11?

— Her, — mpomsimiin Kup. — Hanesuicst, Tol 3a0y/elinb.

30



C. U. IlaxomoB. «Prommepn»

— 3aveM UCIBITHIBATH Yauy, Koraa Oyayliee MOKHO y3HaTh? — TyKaBO YCMEXHYJICS BpaKKH.

Kup B310XHYT 1 MaxHYJT pyKOH.

— O uem 3710 BHI? — nOAAAJIA rojyioc Promcu.

— O mposuamax! O koM xke emie? — npe3puteabHo OypkHya Kup. — Kak Thl 3ameTtwiia, Hari
BpaKKu sIpblii TOOUTENb pa3HbIX MpecKa3zaHuil. He MOHUMao TOJIbKO, TSI Yero TPaTUTh BpeMsl, ECITH
OyyIiee MoCTOsSTHHO Xoporiee?

Piomcn He yauBuiachk: eil M mpesk/e MPUXOAWIIOCh BUIETh B IVIa3ax BpIaKKu MeuTaTenbHOe
BBIpQXKEHHE, UIIYIIIee Yero-To BOMIIEOHOTO U MOTYCTOPOHHETO.

BpaKku, HUYEro He OTBETUB, HAIPABWJICS K KpAacUBOMY AepeBsHHOMY nomy. Kup u Piomcu
JBUHYJIUCH CJIE/IOM.

3naHue — U3BECTHOE CPeI MECTHOIO HacesieHus Kak 3osorou [Jom — Bo3Beu Bo uMs Cozna-
Tess. Ero cTeHsl yKkpaiaay BOCXUTUTEIbHbIE Y30pbl, H300paskaBIie cCOTBOpeHre Mupa. Ha mmpo-
KOU KaMeHHOM TUTUTE Tepe]] BXOIOM ObUT BeiceueH 30710Toi ['opos ¢ orpoMHo OarHei, JocTaromien
10 COJIHIIA.

PacckaspiBanu, 4To cOOpyXkeHue CTpOUIOCch Kak XpaM. B CyacTIMBUMKM TIpUeXay Kpelibl-
MpoNoBeIHMKY 13 3onotoro I'opona 1 Hauanu crpoutenbeTBo. s CBUHOMAca — TOTAIIHUE CTa-
pOcTa — CJIOBHO HMYETO He 3aMeuall, BCSTYeCKU u3derast BCTped ¢ MmpornopeaHnkamu. Ho B MOMEHT,
KOTJa MpeKpacHoe 37aHKe, HaKOHEll, BO3BEJIH, OH MOSIBIJICS U IOTpeOoBas y Tex yOpaTbcs, Tak Kak
OHU cTpouJIH Oe3 ero pasperieHust. Kpelibl, pazyMeeTcsi, HEroloBaju, HO BCe ke yOpaIuch, He kKenast
CIIOPHUTH C MOTYYHMM KOJIYHOM.

W3HyTpM OHOCHJICS IIIyM TOJIOCOB, XOTSI paHbIle 3/IaHHe BCEraa MycToBaso. 3050Toi oM
UCTIOB30BAJIM TOJIBKO BO BpeMsI TIOJTHOMYHHMS. TaM mpsTasmch.

CuzieBiie M CTOSIBILIE BO3JIE BXOJAA JIIOAU TPOBOXKAIM PEOST JTIOOOMBITHBIMU B3IJISIAMH.
PiomcH coBceM He XOTeNoCh 3HaTh, YTO y HUX HA YMe.

BuyTpu 6bu10 Terio u TecHo. Hectepnumo BoHsi10 otoM 1 Movoit. Hapon Ben ce6s1, kak Ha
6azape, OyATO HUKTO HE 3HAJ, YTO MPOUCXOIUT CHAPYKH.

Koe-kt1o ¢ mobomnbiTcTBOM nocmarpuBasl Ha Piomcu. [leBouka Bcerma nputsaruBayia kK cede
B3IJISI/IBL, 9TO ee JaBHO He yauBisiio. Ho 1o cux mop pasnpaxano. Hekotopeie, yBuaeB Piomcu, kpu-
BWJIMCh, OTKPBITO MOKa3biBasi cBoe mnpe3peHre. OHa Jenana Bujl, 4To He 3amMeyvara.

Bckope Bce noTepsiiv K Hell MHTepec, 3aHSBIIMCh COOCTBEHHBIMU MPOOIEMaMHU.

Takke B TOJIIE OHA 3aMeTHJIa HECKOJIBKO JUITEHOB. UTO HEYTMBUTEIHEHO — OFPOMHBIX O/IHOTJIA-
3bIX TBape, MPEBBIIIAIOIIMX POCTOM B3pPOCIIOTO YesloBeKa OOJbIle YeM Ha rOJIOBY, TSKENIO HE 3aMe-
THTb.

— Bor — npeackazareny, — Bpakku ykazan Ha mofen, pa3MeCTUBIIUXCS Y CTEH.

PiomMcn HEOXOTHO OTOpBasIa B3IJISAA OT TUTTEHOB.

— Takoe BrieyaTyieHHe, YTO STHX. .. PEACKa3aTeNel ¢ KakAbIM THEM Bce Oosbliie U OoJIbIe, —
niporoBopui1 Kup ¢ HeTOBOJIBHBIM JIMIIOM U yike Tulle J00aBt: — O, Terepb U TOT CMYTJIBIH 31eCh, 1
OH, 3HAYMUT, Tpe/icKa3aTesieM 3a/1esaics. A ele Buepa Mo pa3BaIvHaM JIa3uIl.

— Hy, Bugarp, nMeHHO BYepa OH M 0Opes CBOH Aap, — cJerka HeyBepeHHO IMPEITOIOKILIT
Bbpakku.

— Ara, nim pe3Ko nepexoTe Ja3uTh Mocie TOro, Kak YBUEN, YTO CTaJO C €r0 TOBAPUIIEM, —
rOpbKO yeMexHyuics Kup.

Piomcu okuHyna B3MISIIOM «IpoBULeB». KoMnanus okaszanach camasi pa3HOIIEpPCTHAs: CTa-
PUKH, KaJIeKu, ciiernble. .. CKIIaIpIBIOCh BIIEYaTJIeHUE, YTO BCe, KTO HE MOT' WJIM He XOTeJl padoTarTh,
YyJeCHENIIIUM 00pa30M CTaHOBHJIKICH MTPEACKA3ATENISIMU.

— 4 Henonro, — nporosopui bpakku, orsons or Kupa B3risag, U CKpsuics B TOJIIE.

— 3auem oH cBoe 100po TparuT? CTapyxa Be4HO TBEpAMT €My OHO W TO *ke: “Bce Oymer
XOpOIIIO, a €C/IM U He TOBE3eT, TO B KMBBIX TOYHO OCTaHenIbcsi”. VI 4to-To B 9TOM pofe, — Mpo-
Mamit Kup.
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— OHu He JapoM. .. npejcKas3bBaloT? — cripocuiia Piomcu.

— Boo0mie-to mapom, — Kup nouecasn 3aTbuiok, — HO HAMEKAIOT, YTO HETJIOXO ObI 4ero-To MoJty-
YUTb.

Bnpyr Promcu mouyBcTBOBasIa Ha ce0e Yeii-To MPUCTATBHBIN B3MJIsA ¥ ocToioeHesna. ToT camblii
HE3HaKOMell, KOTOpOro OHa BUJEJIa Yepe3 OKHO, KOrJa OTel] IbITAJICSl €€ OTPaBUTh.

VIX B3MJIsAbI BCTPETHIIHCH, U 00a 3aCTLTH, CIOBHO KX IbIH HAIIIEJT TOT0, KOTO TaK J0JITO UCKAJL.
Piomcu noiimana ce0si Ha MBICIHM, YTO UM HYKHO MOTrOBOpUTh. M, CIIOBHO 3auapoBaHHasi, ToOpesa
K HEMY.

[NepBoe, uTO OPOCKIIOCH €l B I1a3a — [UIMHHBIE CBETJIO-JKEJIThIE BOJIOCH M OJieHast KOXa, BCS
B YEPHBIX MPOKHUIKAX.

Piomcu HeBOJIbHO B3/1pOrHyJia: y OJIOHIMHA OTCYTCTBOBAIM 00€ HOrM U pyka. Horu Obuti oTpy0-
JIEHBI 10 CepeuHbl Oeniep, pyKa — 10 JIOKTS. Y XOTb JIOXMOTbsI, KOTOpbIE OH HOCHJI, IIPUKPHIBAJIU €T0
yBeubsi, PioMcH ouemy-To He COMHEBaIach: KOHEYHOCTEN OH JIMIIWIICS HEAABHO.

BionauH cnyian nqenymiky, MTHOrIa MHOTO3HAYMTEIbHO KMBas, X0Ts y PloMcu ciioxuiocs Bre-
yaTJIeHue, YTO BCe BHUMAHUE KaJIeKU ITPUKOBAHO K Hell. [leBOouKa MocTosiIa COBCEM HEJONIT0, HO el
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA YK€ 3HaJla BCe O HeOJIaroJapHbIX POACTBEHHMKAX JIe/a, ero OONIsYKax U O TOM,
YTO paHblIe KUJIOCh HAMHOIO JTy4lle.

Korma nen ymen, Piomcu nokocumnack B ctopony Bpakku. ToT Bce erme OeceioBa — 3HAYMT,
BpeMms ecTb. PioMcu He 3Hasa, Kak HauaTh pa3roBOp, HO, K CUACTBIO, KaJleKa 3arOBOPUJI IIEPBBIM.

— Urak, TeGe HyXHO mpeacKka3anue? — CIPOCHII BKPAIYMBBIM M XOJIOTHBIM TOJIOCOM OJIOH[IVIH,
CMOTps1 Ha ProMcu TakuM B3MJISI0M, CJIOBHO XOTeJ y3HATh BCE, YTO HAXOAWIOCh Y HEE B TOJIOBE.

— Tw1 — mpenckazarens? f mymaina, mpeacKasaTes JOJKHBI pa3roBapuBarh Oojee... M-M...
JVBHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— A s3bIk-TO nofgenieH. [onaraio, cunraenis cebsi yMHee MHOTUX, — OH KPUBO YCMEXHYJICH,
OOHAKUB CIIMIIIKOM XOpOIIHe Jiisi Opoasaru 3yosl. — Uto Xk, a cama-To Kak Jymaelb?

Buumanue Promcu npuBiek ero KyjoH, BUCEeBIIME Ha miee. [IpekpacHblil SHTapb, TOXOXKUIA
Ha OTPOMHYIO 3aCTBIBLLIYIO ciie3y. BHyTpr Haxoauscs cepblil MHOTOTPaHHBI KaMeHb, U3 KOTOPOTO
CJIOBHO BBITEKaJI O€JIbIi M YepHbIiA AbM. i ske Hao60pOoT — AbIM BIUTHIBAJICS BHYTPh MHOTOI'PaH-
HHKa, OT Yero KaMeHb M CTAaHOBWJICS cepbIM. TosikoM He pa3oOparh. OT KOXKAHOTO IIHYPKa, Ha KOTO-
POM BHCEJIO YKpalleHHe, Koxa OJIOHINHA TIOKPACHENa, TOYHO OT COTHEYHOTO OJKOTa.

— Jlymaio, 4TO HUKaKOM Thl HE Mpe/IcKa3aTesb, — HaKOHell oTBeTHIa Piomcu.

— [Touemy *e TOT CTapuK pemri oopaTHoe?

— ITotomy 4TO THI... y Tebs. .. — PlomMcu 3amHynack.

brionuH 3akoHYMII BMECTO Hee:

— Ilotomy 4ro 5 Kayeka?

Promcu HeyBepeHHO KuBHY/MA. Ha MrHoBeHuWe eii cTayio kajib ero. Xots Obl TIOTOMY, YTO OH
OKa3aJICsl MOJIOJBIM U JOBOJIBHO KPACHUBBIM.

— Crapuk cIyTaj MeHsl ¢ OCTaJIbHBIMUA YOOTMIMU Y HEMOIIIHBIMH, — JOOABHMJI OJIOH/IMH, ¥ Ha €T
JIMIIEe TTPOMEJTbKHYNIA TeHb YIBIOKU. — Beb Bce 31enIHre MPOBUIIBI UMEHHO TaKue — JKaJIKHUe.

Tenepb ero yxMblIKa craia 3amerHa Jiyyiie. OH MOXOAWI Ha 3Mel0, TOTOBYIO YKYCHUTb.

— A nouemy Tak? — HOMHTEPECOBAJICS OJIOHIVH.

— Cyapba OTHsI1a OITHO, AAPOBAB JIPYroe, — MOroBopKoi otBeTmia Piomcu. — Ho 310 He 3Hauwr,
YTO BCE... HEMOIIIHBIE BJIAJICIOT JAPOM.

— K coxanenunio mimm k cyacteio. Ho moyemy Obl He MOABITpaTh MIYMIaM, MOJIEPKUBAST MX
3a0mysxaenus? Kak ere Takum, Kak OHU — yOOTUM, — BBIKUTD B 9TOM MHpe?

— Ho 310 HEe oTmMeHsieT ux Jixu!

— JIxu? Pa3zBe mHEeM Obl y HUX MOTYyYMIIOCh BPaTh? — €r0 aKKypaTHbIE YEPTHI JIMIIA UCKA3UITUCh
B XUTPOM OcKase. — K ToMy ke 4To B 3TOM I110X0ro?

Piomcn Haxmypuiiack ¥ CJIOBO B CJIOBO ITOBTOPHJIA Pe€4b CTAPOCTHI:
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— Cnazikoe mpeqcKka3aHue — HAUXyAIIMA BUJT JIKH, TIOCKOJIBKY yTellaeT JIIoAed HaaekIou Ha
JIydiiiee, KOTOpPOro He CYIIeCTBYET.

Kaneka mocmorpes Ha Hee C JTIOOOTBITCTBOM:

— Kakue ynuBuTenbHbIE CI0Ba 111 peOCHKA.

— 51 He peGenok! — Bo3MyTHIIach Promcn.

Bronaun ipkny:

— CyYacTIMBUMKH — a Belb JEHCTBUTEILHO IMOAXOAdiee Ha3zBaHue. Jlaxke cellyac rojom He
CHJIBHO BacC 3aTPOHYJI. A paHbIIle, IOKATYH, M BOBCE KaK B CKa3Ke JKWIM. BOH CKOJIBKO JIeTell BOKPYT.
A 3Haenb, Kak x)wioch Apyrum? Jlioau Bcerga wid Halexaou Ha ypoxkail. U ecim Mopo3ssl yaa-
PAT UyTh paHbIIe, UM COTHBIIIKO IIPUTPeeT OOJIbIIE, YeM HYXKHO — Bce TIpornajo. Takas BOT TOHKas
rpaHb BbDKMBaHUsA. [07101 UM TaBHO HEe B HOBUHKY. TOJNBKO Hajiexk/1a IaeT CHIIbI, KOTJa UX YKe HeT.
Cubl kuth qaseine. Jlionu He cTaHyT rpabuTh U OECUMHCTBOBATH, KOTJIA €CTh YBEPEHHOCTD, UTO BCE
HAJI/IATCS.

Toctunt s B oiHOM JiepeBHe, Te BeIyH UMeJICs — HacTosimui. Y mpaBmy OH TOXe MoBeal
HACTOSAIIYIO, O TPsAAyINeM rojofe. Kak cuuTaerib, TOMOIJIO 3TO. .. 3HaHue?

Promcn noxana ruieyamu.

— B cembsx pe3ko crayio He OoJbIle IBYX JETei, OT OCTATbHBIX M30aBJISUTUCh — BCE PABHO HE
MPOKOpMUTh. HOBOPOXKIEHHBIX MPUHOCKUIIH B KEPTBY BCIUECKUM OOraM; TeX, KTO MOCTapIiie, poa-
BaJIM B paOCTBO — YTOO HE CIIBIIIATh UX BOTUTH. — OH MPHUCTAIBHO MOCMOTpe Ha Hee. — Kak 1o MHe,
TaK JIydille YK Bepa BO YTO-TO WJUTIO30PHOE, YeM TaKasl IpaB/ia.

— Ho moau MoryT nmoruGHyTh! — Bo3pasmiia Piomcu.

— Ckopee Bcero, — KMBHYJI OioHaWH. — Ho oHM ObI 1 Tak TioruOu. Bee ske mpoBUALILL AeIaloT
no06poe Jes10, caMy TOTO He OCO3HABasl.

Promcu BompocuTebHO TIOIHsIa OPOBH:

— Kakum o6pazom?

Kaneka He criemms ¢ OTBETOM, MBITAsCh YTO-TO JIOCTaTh M3 KapMaHa CBOEU €IMHCTBEHHOMN
PYKOMH, HO 3TO eMy IUIOXO yAaBajloch. PioMcHu 3aMeTumia KoJbllo Ha €ro MU3MHIE. A ellle B3I/
JIeBOYKH TPUBJIEKJIA €r0 COPOUKA, CIIPATAHHAS MO/ IPA3HON HakuaKoi. COpouka, KOHEYHO, TaKKe He
NIepBOM CBEKeCTH, HO Promcu yxe Buzena nogpodHoe ozesinue. Korga-To nmoxoxeii xBacrancss CBUHO-
Tac, TOBOPSI, YTO OHA KYTKO JIOPOTasi U peJKas.

BiioHanH HaKoOHeIl 0CcTasl HeOOJIbIIY0 OyTBUIOUKY U, BBIHYB 3y0aMu TIPOOKY, ClIeiall TJIOTOK.

— K coxanenunio uiam K c4acThio, KOrJa ymaj... BeJIMKaH — BbI Bellb TaK €ro HasbiBaere? —
MOruOJI0 MHOKECTBO JIIOEH, — IPOrOBOPIT OH. — Jlake MOIOYMHBIN HE CTaHEeT OTPHIIATh, YTO CITy-
ymBIeecs — crpamHas 6ena. Ho ceituac romon. U eciu Ob1 He 3T0, BCe OBl MEPErphI3iM IJIOTKU JAPYT
APYTy 3a KPOXH eIbl UM TOTO, YTO MOXHO OOMeHsATh Ha eny. Ho Temepb Bce PHIIIYT MO STUM. ..
MOTHJIaM, JIIOJI HAIIUTU ceOe 3aHsIThe.

— Ho msI roBopuim o poBuiax. Kakoe ot ux Bpanbsi 6naro? — cripocuia Piomcn.

— Kak s yxe ckazai, oHu JapAT Hafex1y. Popurens He B cHIlaX BUIETh, KAk THOHYT OT roJiofia
ero JIeTH, TIOM/IET Ha YTO YrofHO pamu ux craceHus. [loviger 6e3 crpaxa. Ecinum He caenath 3TOrO,
OHU BCE PaBHO MOTMOHYT, TaK, MOXET, pUCKHYTh? [Ipe/icTaBh BeJIMKOE MHOKECTBO TAKUX MaTepel u
OTIIOB, KOTOPBIM Hevero TepsATh. Ho y3HaB 0 TOM, 4TO Bce 00OMIETCS, OHU HUYETO He CTaHYT Mpej-
MPUHUMATh, & KOTJIa CTaHET yKe TI03JHO — Moi4a ympyT. He mpuunnauB Bpeaa npyrum. besbicxon-
HOCTh — HICTOYHUK BO3MYIIICHUI ¥ MPECTYTUICHUH, HAICK A ke OXJIaKAaeT STH MBICITH.

Ecth Takas mruia, KJIIOBOM JOCTaeT pa3HBIX BpeAMTeNied w3 aepesa. IITuiia, HECOMHEHHO,
JeJIaeT 3TO Pay MOKKBHI, U HA IEPEBO eil TUieBaTh. TeM He MeHee OHA MPUHOCHUT eMY TOJTb3Y.

— He aymato, 4To NTUIBI YMEIOT TJIeBaTh, — ChsI3BUIIA PloMcu.

— IIpoBuaIBl y’K TOYHO YMEOT. A OHH, KaK 3Ta MTUIA, XOTAT HAXKUBBI, HO TAKKE JENAOT U
xopotuee AeJo.
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— Tl 3amuiaens Ux MOTOMY, YTO caM OWH U3 HuX! — ckazana Piomcu ¢ BbizoBOM. — I 310
MOTy CKa3aThb 1 0e3 Japa K MpeJBUICHUIO !

— 41 pa3zBe roBopuJ, YTO OIMH U3 HUX?

— Torna 4dro Tl TYT enaenis?

— Uckan 1eds.

Promcu onemmna, eiBa BIIABUB:

— 3-3auem?

— Twl MHE HyXHA JIJTs1 OJIHOTO Jieia. 1 pacCUMTHIBAJI HAUTU XOTh KaKMe-TO CBeAeHUs O TeOe, HO
TBI camMa MeHs Hania. [lotidem co MHOII.

Ero nocneanue cioBa OTgaIMCh TYJI0M B yIlaX, Mepe] [ia3aMH BCe MOIUIBLIO.

— Hukyna g ¢ To60# He noiiny, — Opocuia PloMcu, TpsSXHYB TOJIOBOM.

Kaneka HaxMypwicsi, IBHO YeM-TO YIUBJICHHbIA. Ero B3I/ CTas MOJIOH JIIOOIBITCTRA.

— Totidem co MHOIi, — MEIJIEHHO TIOBTOPUJI OH, HE CBOJIA C Hee IV1a3. Ero u3sMeHuBIIMIACS ronoc
HAIOMKHAJ TOBOP MHOCTPAHIIA UM CKOpee CyMOYPHBIH JIeTIeT MbsHYYTH.

— 4 ckazayia, 4TO HUKyAa ¢ TOOOW HE TOWAY, — PelMTeIbHO 3asBWIa PioMcu. — 3auem MHe
BOOOIIIE KyIa-TO ¢ TOOOM UATH?

BrionauH Ope3riMBoO CKpUBUII IyOBI, CJIOBHO CaMO OOIIEHUE C HEl CTallo eMy HeNPUATHBIM. A
3aTeM paccMesiics, ¥ OT 3ByKa ero cmexa Piomcu crasio coBcem HeBecero.

— CKOJTBKO 3[IeCh JTIOJICH, — OH OKUHYJT B3MISIIOM Toty. — [IpocTaku ¢ uX MpoCcThiMU TIOTpeo-
HOCTSIMH. 5l UM Jake 3aBHIYI0, IO-CBOEMY.

— Yo ke Tebe MemaeT ObITh Mornpoiie? — OMeTUHUIACh Pomcu.

— Yro OBl TOrIa CKa3asl peOCHOK, KOTOPHIM 51 OB, O B3POCJIOM, KaKMM $I CTaJI? — IIPOTrOBOPHII
OJIOHIIMH, O YeM-TO Pa3MBIIILISS.

Promcu He Haria, 9YTo OTBETHUTb.

— 3ps He xouelb co MHOM. 1o MeHbIel Mepe, TaM Kyza Oe30macHee, — CKaszal OH, BCe ellle
MOTPYKEHHBIN B CBOM MBICTHA. — K TOMy ke s 0TBe4y Ha HEKOTOpbIE BOITPOCHI.

— DTO Kakue Takue BOIpPOCH?

— TeGe myurrie 3HaTh, — HA €ro JIMIIE MOSIBIJIACh CaMOYBepeHHash yXMbUIKa, — KpacoTrynbka
Piommepu.

Promcu B3gpornyna:

— Ortkyna Toi?..

— M5l Tak c1aBHO TOOOIIAJIHCE, YTO MOMEHT HAIIIel BCTPEUr MOKHO B Yail BMECTO MeJia KJIacTh.
[Nepemymaenib, CIyIUTCS YTO TUIOXO€, — JIEGHUBO OPOCHII OH, — MPUXOAU K CKaJie, HAaTlOMHUHAIOIIEH
JBa pora, B J1000e BpeMsl.

Promcu 3Ha1a 310 Mecro.

Kaneka MaxHyJs eJMHCTBEHHOW PYKOM, KOJBIIO OJIECHYJIO Ha XYJOIIABOM TaJblie.

W3-3a cniviHbI IEBOYKH TTOSIBWICS Ty4YHBIH 0HOIMA. OH MOAXBATHII OJIOHAWHA U YHEC.

Promcn noponna k Kupy, kak pa3 BepHyscsa bpakku.

Bpanu nokasasicst bsiHBIN CTApUK U HAYaJI OpaTh BO BECh rOJIOC:

— 350 yxe uaet k Ham u3 Beunoro Jleca. $1 Buaen coH, BcaiHUK — BECb B UEPHOM U Ha YEPHOM
KOHE — MPHUOJINKACTCA U CMEPTh HecerT.

— Onsare crapuk HaOpajics B TaKylo paHb, — YIbIOHYICA Bpakku. — Plomcu, 4to ckasan ot
MPOBUJIEI], K KOTOPOMY ThI XOuJIa? — CIIPOCHII OH C KaTHBIM UHTEPECOM.

— MyTs Kakywo-TO, — oTBeTUAIa ProMcu, He kejasd HU4ero paccKkasbiBaTh.

— INonumaro, MpoBUIMIIA TOKE HE OTBETHJIA, XKJIET JIM MEHs yaaJa, 3aTo CKa3zajia, YTo CerogHsI
CO MHOHM HUYEro IJIOXOr0 He CIyYUTCs, — MoxBactayicsi bpakku. — MoxeT, 1 He COBCEM TO, UTO $
XOTeJT YCIBIIIATh, HO HeIypHO, BIIOJIHE HETyPHO.

— MeHs 310 HUUYTH He YauBJIsieT, — npodypuan Kup. — Tem Gosee oHa moaTBepanIia npeacka-
3aHue Beunoro Jlucra. Tenepb ocTasioch peninTb, K KOMY MEPBOMY WIATH BO3MYIIATHCS, €CJU YTO
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CITyYMTCS: K TOJIOYMHOM CTapyxe WM K THutomeMy aucty? Ho He B3aymaii Ha ceOst 3UThCS — COO-
CTBCHHaA ITYIIOCTb pE€AKO 6])IBaCT IIOCTOI';IHa HEroJgoBaHUsI.

3

Promcn, bpakku n Kup nokunyimm 3onorou Jom.

Kup ornsnysics 1 cMavHO IUIIOHYI B CTOPOHY 3/1aHMS.

CounHIie TOJIBPKO HETABHO NOHSJIOCH, HO BO3/yX BO3JIE pa3BaJIMH YKE IPOXKa OT Kapbl. A JOHO-
CAIIMNCSA OTTYJA 3arax I'PO3WJI BHIBEPHYTh KETYIOK.

Bnanu nokasanach KOMIaHMs U3 IECTU YeJIOBEK, UIyINas MPSIMAKOM Ha peosT.

— 30CHK, — CJIOBHO BBIIUIIOHYJI Bpakku.

Komnanus noponuia. ¥ ogHoro u3 HUX Ha nosice Buces Med. Hacrosaimui, B HOKHax.

Bnagenen Mmeva ¢ BBICOKOMEPHBIM M 3aHOCUMBBIM BUJIOM ILLIArHYJI BIIEPE], IOOUEPEIHO Pa3IIs-
AbIBast KaXJOro U KpUBs B YJIBIOKE BEPXHIOK I'y0y, Hajl KOTOPOU BUIHEJICS CBETJIBIA MyIOK.

— Ilarnau, 310 %€ Haw my3arsii Aryxok Kur. Bugare, Xoromo emy *HUTb-TO — M CaM KUATHEET,
U IIaMKa €ro racrer, — IPOroBOPUJI OH, ITPOTATUBAsA PYKY.

Kup, ssBHO HanpspKeHHBIN, HO HE MCITyTaHHBII, MOJTYa 0TIl eMy HEeOOJBIION MEeIIOYeK.

TOT 1OBOJIBHO XMXUKHYIIL.

— Crasto ObITh, 1O 3aBTTra, — MOMPOIIAJICS MEUYHHK, IPHIIEIKHYB SI3bIKOM 1 B3BEIIMBasI ITO/IAUKY.

— Yry, — 6e3:KU3HEHHBIM roJIocoM oTo3Basicst Kup.

OpvH u3 npuATener MEYHUKA NOAMUTHYN ProMcH, HO, pasmisieB ee JMLO, OMOPLIWIC U
CIUTIOHYJI.

Ilonyuus cBoe, malika ygaauiach.

— Vp-p-pon, — npotsHy bpakku, cierka BRIIPAMUBIINCH MOCIIE UX YXOZa, — CETOAHS Thl EMY
JIETKO OTHAJ.

— Pemmn He mpoBonmpoBarth, — ¢ 1ocafoi ckasan Kup. — 30CHK TOIBKO | KZET, Ha KOM Obl
copBarbcs. Buepa 0HOro U3 €ro IpyKKOB 3aKOJIOJH.

— Huyero cebe, — packpbu1 pot bpakku. — To-to ux cerogns wmecrepo. Buaats, He Ha Tex
HapBaJIUCh.

— Jla Het, oOBbIUHBINA AspKa. OauH K ToMy ke. He xoten oraaBars nociesiHee.

— Ortkyna y atoro 3ocuka meu? He oueHb-TO OH Ha BOMHA ITOXOX, — IOUHTEpecoBasach Promcu.

— Harmuen, — Ope3rimBo oTBeTHI1 Bpakky, U B rosioce €ro yrajgsiBajiach 3aBUCTb. — OH paHblIle,
KaK ¥ MBI, PbICKAJ IO pa3BaJIMHaM. 3a TaKoe OpY:KKe MOT Obl TIOJTyYUTh Ky4y BCETO.

— Ho on pemmn octaButs ero cede, — nodasun Kup. — U teniepb, MMest Med, OH U TaK CMOXET
MOJTy4HUTb. .. Kydy Bcero. I[lo-cBoemy yMHO.

— Jly4me Kycodek OT KyCOYKa, YeM B YIOJOYKE II0 KYCOYKaM, — IIOTOBOPKOM OTO3BAJICS
Bpakku. — Oren roBopUT, YTO MajIo UMETh MeY, HY’)KHO YMETh UM I10JIb30BaThCS, — BAXKHO 3aMETHII
OH.

— Yro e Thl BEYHO CTOMIIb Iepell HUM Kak BKomaHHbI? [ToBepb, OH TeOs 3apyOuT u Oe3
YMEHUI, — HACMENIMBO cKa3as Kup.

DpaKkk# He Hallesn, 9YTo OTBETUTh TOJICTSKY, ¥ JIIIb OPOCHI Ha HErO PaccepKeHHBIN B3I

PebsiTa moBsi3any Ha JIMIIa MOKpBIE TPATKK U JBUHYJIVCH BIIEPEI.

XoTa OXKIp HE Majall YK€ JABHO, BOKPYI CTOSUIM JIyKHM HEECTECTBEHHOIO SPKO-3€JIEHOTO
uBera. Kazanoce, BO3ayx 3arycreit OT 37I0BOHUM U TPEBOKHBIX MbICJIed. HEBBIHOCMMO HECIIO TyXJIBIM
CMPaJIOM FHAJIOTO Msca. BOKpyr ponsmch THICSYA MyX.

— @y 11! — nomopimicsa bpakku.

[Ipsamo nox Horamu BaJIsJIMCh MEPTBELBI, MX Tea IEBEIWIACh OT MOMUuIl YepBei. Pomcn
€l1Ba HE BBIBEPHYJIO.

— Teapu! — BeIpyrasach oHa, Bce € PeIlIMBLIINCh PACCMOTPETh HECKOJIBKO TEJI.
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CyacTMBUMKH OBUTN 3aBUJHON JepeBHE, OTUEro M 3aciHyKWIM Takoe HazBaHWe. Ho ku3Hb
Bo3Jie Beunoro Jleca — 310 Becerga 0opbOa 3a cyiiecTBoBaHue. Takoe coceCTBO AaBalIOCh HEJETKO.
N momu Hepeako noruOamu. Crapocrta nmpuayman “momymecsi’. Kakapiid KuTeab JepeBHA HOCHII
Ha I11ee cepeOpsHbIA MeIaTbOH, H300paxaromwii hopMmy aepeBHH. Hareammii MepTBOe Telo MOXeT
3a0paTh cede cepeOPAHBIN MoTyMecsIl, HO OyeT 00si3aH TMOO OTHECTH TeJIO K POIHBIM, B IEPEBHIO,
MO0 TIOXOPOHUTH HECUACTHOTO.

MepTBelibl, THUBIIKE O] OTKPBITHIM HEOOM, ObLITH O3 MeJaIbOHOB.

BponuBime psigom Jionu, yBUIEB u3ymiieHue Piomcu, Toxke yctaBuiamch Ha Tpynbsl. Ho, He
HaWAs TaM HUYEro, JIOCTOMHOTO BHMMAHHUS, Terepb YK€ C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM ISUTHIIMCh HA caMy
JEBOYKY.

HeoxunanHo PioMcu 3amermiia 3aBajieHHBI KaMHSIMU KycOK xyieba. HecMoTpst Ha siBHYIO
YepCTBOCTDb M 1IBEJIb, €a BBINNIAAEIIa 3aMaHUMBO, CJIOBHO rpex. JleBouka momHsIa xjied, mporepia
PYKOH U, CHSIB TIOBSI3KY, YK€ HAMEPEeBaJIach KaJHO BIIUTHCSA B KEJIAHHYIO MMUIILY, KAK BAPYT €i B JIMIIO
BJIeTeNa MajKa. Yap 4yTh He BBIOWI M3 Hee CO3HaHue. [ 1a3a HamoMHUINCh Clie3aMU, a KPOBb XJIbI-
HYJIa PyYbEM.

— Yt0 THI TBOPMILIL?! — peyb AEBOUKM CTajla HEBHATHOM, OHA C TPYAOM [bIIIAJA.

— Hypa Tynas! — psskuyn Kup, nogxoas k veit. — Ene ycnen.

Piomcu cornynace, nepkach 3a JIHIIO.

— IIpoctwu, s He xoten... He 6bu10 BBIOOpA.

ToJCTSK HETOBKO MPUKOCHYJICS K HEl, OYJTO 9TO MOIJIO 3aI/IaIuTh €ro MOCTYIOK. PlomMcH pe3ko
yOpasa ero pyky.

— Ena ciuimkom oro mposexaia cpead TpymnoB. Tenepb oHa Toxke HeceT cMepTh, — Kup
YMOJIK, CIJIOTHYJT M TIPOZIOJIKHI YK€ TIPUBBIYHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Cnymait, o Tebe Beap ayman. Yept nogepu! Ecnu Ob MHE ObUIO TUIEBaTh, 51 ObI TIO3BOJIII
TeOe CoKpaTh XOTh BCIO €1y, C TPYIIaMH B Mpuaavy!

Piomcu uyBcTBOBasa, 4TO OH TOBOpMII MpaBay. la u He Mor oH coBpath. CiioBa Kupa Obuin eit
MIPUSATHBI, HO OHA TIBITAJIACH HE MOKAa3aTh 3TOr0. TONCTSAK CTSHYI C JIMLIA TOBSI3KY U MPOTSHYI €.

— Ha BoOT, BBITPU KPOBb.

PiomcHn He cTana MpOTUBUTHCS W TPUHSIA TKaHb, KOCHYJIACH SI3BIKOM JIECEH M OOJIErYeHHO
B3JIOXHYJIa — 3yObl Ha MecTe. He XBaTasio eil ¢ TaKMM-TO JIUIIOM elnie ¥ 0e33y00i XOUTb.

— Promcn, y Te0st KpoBb! YTO CIyunsiocs? — MOSIBUBIINCH, POKpHYAT Bpakku.

— 4... —navan Kup, rsaas cede mon HOTH.

Ho Piomcu He nana emy 1OroBOpUTb.

— Cama BMHOBaTa — He 3HaIO ellle, YTO K YeMy, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETHJIA OHA, OOIM3bIBasT pas-
ouryio ryoy.

— Hy, naBaii octopoxHee, — B3IOXHYJI BpIKKH, BUIMMO, pelnB, YTO OHA cama yJapriach.

Promcu 3actaBuia ceOst OTBETHUTH C YITBIOKOM:

— O06s3aTeNBHO.

Korna onu otomm, Promcu yciplinana 4yI0BUIITHO MEP3KUIA U BIAXKHBIN 3BYK. OTJISIHYBILUCS,
OHa YBHJIEJIa, YTO HA MEPTBEIIOB HAKMHYJIUCh HECKOJIBKO COOaK, OYKBaJIbHO Pa3phiBasi TPYIIbI, OTUETO
TeJIa 3aruIsICai, HeJIeTIO TIOpaxKas KUBBIM.

Jlasibiiie 3penuiie BhIIISIIeI0 HEMHOTHAM JIydllie: 3Ta 4acTh CYaCTIMBYMKOB ellie OOoJbIlie Haro-
MUHaJa KiIaaouie. PynHbl mpuaaBaiu qepeBHe cepo-3eJIeHbIH IIBET C PEAKUMHU MPOXKUIKAMU Jiepe-
BbEB, YEPHEIOIMX Ha (poHE pa3BaivH. VX JWIIEHHBIE JMCThEB BETBH MOXOAWIN Ha MPOCTEPTHIE K
HeOy PyKH MEpPTBEIIOB.

MpauHble, 3aKyTaHHBIE B TPSIIbe JOAX OPOIMIN Cpeld PyHMH, MHOT/IA MOIJISIIBIBAs HA PeOsT
C PaBHOM J1071ell HEJJOBEPHS U BPak1eOHOCTH. BOJBIIMHCTBO K€ CIOHSUIOCh C TAKUM OTPEIIEHHBIM
BUIOM, OYJTO KM3HHU B HUX OCTaBaJIOCh He OOJIbIIE, YeM B TeX, KTO MOrpe0eH 3aKHBO.

— W mbI Tyna otnipasisieMcsi? — yxacHynaach Promcn.
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— A BeJlb THI TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Havajia MHE HpaBUThCs, — ckazasl Kup. — C To0o# CTONIBKO BCEro
CJTyYWJIOCh, HO Tl HUA Pa3y HE 3aHbUIA.

Piomcu Moria OKJISICThCS, YTO 3aMeTHIIa TeHb YBIOKM Ha €ro JIUIIE.

— Jla, MeHs TOXe 3TO He pajayeT, — mporoBopwi bpakku, He oOpanias BHuManus Ha Kupa. —
Ho nipencrasp, 4to nepes HaMu 03€po U3. .. UCIIPAKHEHUH.

— DTO HEJErKo NMPEeACTaBUTh, — ycMeXHYach Piomcu. — Takoro Besib He CylIeCTBYeT.

— TbI pOCTO HE BUENA, YTO OCTABIISIET MOCe cedsi BOMCKO, TOKMAAs MECTO CTOSTHKH, — OypK-
Hy1 Kup.

— Tak BOT, mpeACTaBb 03epO MCHpPaKHEHHW, KOTOPOe HaM HYKHO MepedTH, ubo Ha Apyroun
CTOpOHE JIyuInasi Ku3Hb, — MPoAoKII bpakku. — Vs nocepeaune, Tol Oyzenib OpecTH Mo Ieio, HO
nepeiienip ero 3a AeHb. MOXHO MATH MO KOJIEHO, HO MpUAeTCS UATH Henemo. S BoT cuuraio, 4to
Jydie nepeiTu osictpee. [1o 1miero 1K 1Mo KoJIeHO — BCe PaBHO B UCIPaKHEHUSX.

I'maza Bpakku TyKaBO Cy3WJIHCh, TTOJ TIOBSI3KOM yraJpiBasiach yiblOKa. Promcu ynbiOHynach B
OTBET — XOPOIIIO CKA3aHO.

— CkJ1aJiHO rOBOpHILB, YEPT BO3bMHU, — cKazasl Kup. — Tonbko He o3epo ucnpaxuHenuid. HasbiBaii
BEIIY CBOMMU MMEHAMHU — 03€pO JiepbMa.

Betep nevanbHO 3aBBIBAJ y pa3pyllIE€HHbIX CTEH U, Cy[s [0 TOMY, KaK JIOIM MOPILIWINCH U
MPATATN JIMLIA, IPUSTHEE HE CTal.

3a uro Promcu Obia 6marogapHa Kupy, tak 310 3a T0, 4TO OH M30aBWJI €€ OT Cero Mep3Koro
350BoHUS. M3-3a yaapa B HOC OHa nepecTajia OllylIaTh 3anaxu.

W Bce xe gaxe Ha SI3bIKE YyBCTBOBAJICS MPUHECEHHBI BETPOM BKYC rapy W TMbUIH, TETUIa U
YEro-To OTBPATUTEJILHO 3HAKOMOro. PIoMcH He 3Haja, Kak A0JIro elle CMOXKET 3TO Bbepxkarh. 13
TOJIOBBI OY/ATO BBILYBAJIO BCE YyBCTBA, KPOME CTpaxa M OTBpAICHUS.

PebsiTa Me/17IeHHO MTPOABHUTAJIHCH O BSI3KOU TPsI3H, B KOTOPYIO MTPEBPATHIIACH 3eMJIs ICPEBHHU.
WHorna ciiplmaics yeid-To KpUK, Ha KOTOPbI OHM CTapaTuCh He oOpalnars BHUMaHus. Pomcu 3ame-
THJIA, YTO KaX[blid pa3, KOrJa pa3faaBaivch BOIUM, Bpakku u naxe Kup cxumany Kynaku, MHOTAA
neperyisAbIBasiCh Mexay coooil. Ho B OCHOBHOM €TMHCTBEHHBIMU 3BYKaMH OCTABAJIMChH XJTIONAOIINE
mary pedsAT 1 KykKaHUe HACEKOMBIX.

Piomcu He 3Hana, 4yem 3aKOHYMTCS MX BbUIA3KA, HO HE COMHEBAIACh, YTO JKYTKHE KapTHHBI,
CBUZETEJIbHULIEH KOTOPHIX OHA CTajia, OyayT CHUThCS €l 0 KOHIIA Ku3HH. [IeBouka 6pocuia B3I
Ha Bpakku ¢ Krupom 1 1o ux Buy MoHsiia, 4TO YBUJICHHBIE YKachl OyIyT MPeceoBaTh HE TOJIBKO ee.

EnuHcTBEHHOE, O YeM OHa ceiyac MeuTasia, Tak 3TO CMBITh ¢ ce0sl BOHb, KOTOpas MPHIIUILIA K
TeJy BMecTe ¢ oToM. M rieBath, 4To Jake B TAKYIO )Kapy BoJa B peKe Jie[IsiHas.

— Bpakku, yept Ob1 Tebst moOpast! — BenbixHyA Kup, pe3ko ocTaHaBiIMBasich, oT uero Piomvcu u
Bpakku uyTh He Bpe3auch B Hero. — O KakoM TakKoM Meue Thl TBEpAUIIIb? !

— Yero?! — Henonumaionie ycraBuicsi bpakku.

— OH HM1uero He roBopwi. Mbl MoJua 1T, — OTO3BasIach ProMcu. XoTst Toxke ciipliiaia CTpaH-
HOE 3ByYaHHUe B TOJIOBe, OyATO KTO-TO paccrpanmBai o Mede. [1paBaa, 3By4aBIIMi TOIOC MTOXOANIT
COBCEM Yk Ha JETCKUMU.

A ellie MOSIBUIIMCH CTpaHHble rpuObl. PioMcu BriepBble Bujena Takue. OHU pa3pociuch Be3Je.
KyTkue Ha BUI U pa3MepoM C J1aioHb. CKJIa/IbIBajIOCh BIIEYATIIEHUE, YTO KTO-TO NepeBOpayrBall
3/IeCh TOPSIIYI0 CBeUY M Kalaioluid BOCK MPEeBpaIlajcs B TPHOBI BCEBO3MOXHBIX (hOpM, OOJIBIITNH-
CTBO M3 KOTOPBIX HAIIOMUHAJIO 3aCTHIBIIMX B Pa3HbIX M03aX YPOIIMBBIX U KPUBBIX YeI0BEYKOB. Kaza-
JIOCh, IaXKe MYXH CTapaJICh JepKaThCs OT HUX Nofasibie. Piomcu 3aMeTnia, 9to Te rprobl, KOTOphIe
HaXOJIWJIUCh B TEHU, TOPEIN THETYIIIUM XKEJITO-3€JIEHBIM CBETOM.

Jlaxe yuuTeiBasi BCe MPUSTHBIE MOMEHTBI, CBSI3aHHbIE TPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO CO CTAPOCTON U MaTe-
pblo, KU3Hb PloMcH HUKTO Obl HE Ha3BaJl CYACTIIMBOM, OCOOEHHO TOC/eHre MecsIbl. M Bce-Taku
JeBOYKe ObLIIO HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIBHO BUJIETh, UTO CTANIO C AepeBHel. OHa gaxe aymaThb He XOTesa, YTo
Cpeny 3TOTo yXaca MmorpeOeHbl ee pojIHbIe.
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OO0JIOMKOB CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe OOJIbIIe, ¥ peOsATa BB U3 Tpsi3u. Wis 1o KaMHsAM, OHH 3aMe/l-
JIVJTH TI1aT, OTacasich MOJBEPHYTH, & TO U CJIOMATh HOT'H, TIPOBATUBIIIKCH B OIHY U3 MHOTOUHMCIIEHHBIX
iesie u Jpip.

Ha ynuBnenue Promcu, atmocdepy Harneran He Kup, a Bpakku.

— Buepa oivH mapeHb TYT COTKHYJICS, ¥ €T0 YTO-TO YTaIIUJIO.

— Kakoro yepra Tl IMEHHO ceiiyac pemmi 3To pacckaszarh?! — pssBkHyn Kup. — Tem 6onee,
CKOpee BCero, OH MPOCTO MPOBAJIHIICS.

— Ara, B IbIpY, Ky/Ja 1 KOIIIKa He Tiposie3eT. ['oBopio Tede, ero 4to-To 3aTsaHy10. XOTh s U JaJIEKO
CTOSUI, HO KaK BCIIOMHIO €r0 KPUK, ak KyTh OepeT. Teno MAI0ch U IOMaioch, TOYHO T€ KYKJIBI, C
KOTOPBIMHU MeJIOUb UrpaerT.

— A Tbl, NOXaJIy, C TAKUMH KyKJIaMU He urpai, — (gpoipkHya Kup.

BpaKku He yIOCTOMIT €r0 OTBETOM.

Promcu, BrisiapIBasich B TEMHOTY MEXk/1y KAMHSIMU PYHH, ITPeINowia JyMaTh, 4To Oe/ioara Bce
ke TIPOBATUIICSL.

— Tyt noBciory BepeBOYHBIE JIeCTHUIBI. [TouTH 101 KakI5IMU 0OJIOMKaMU, — BOPUIMBO 3aMe-
i1 Kup. — 3auem Bam cTONIBKO?

—29ro JlynHas Jopoxka. Mel, — nosichuia Priomcu, umest B Buy sxkutesneit C4acTIMBYMKOB, — HE
BCEX MOKOMHMUKOB 3aKarbiBaeM B 3eMJTI0. HEKOTOPBIX CKUTAlOT BMECTE C JieCTHULIAMU. JIIou BepsT,
YTO MX TyIIH B30epyTcs Mo Hell Ha Hebeca, K caMoi JiyHe, B Mup MepTBbIX.

— 4 nyman, B CyacTIMBYMKAX HE BEpAT B OOTOB 1 MOI0OHbIE Bellld, — ynuBuics Kup.

— KoHe4uHo, BepAT ¥ 1ae MOYUTAIOT, TPOCTO HaM 3aIpelieHO IMMOKJIOHEHUE, MOJTb0A U TIPOCHOBI.

— Iocroii; yept OBl Bac TOOpaI, He TIONMY, K UYeMy TaKHe OTJIMYHS — OJIHUX 3aKarbiBaeTe,
OpYrux cxkuraere?

— Korna npuiium nepBele TOCEeHIIb, OHU MPUHECIA CBOYM TPaJMIIMU. [[pyrue moceyeHin —
ApyTHe TPaJUIAH.

— A emte y Hac ectb MeptBsiuuii [1yTh, — pagocTHO noxBacrancst Bpakku.

— Vry, He coMHeBawCh, — oTpe3as Kup, 1aBast MOHATH, YTO yKe MOTepsT BCAKUN MHTEpeC K
9TOM TeMe.

OHU OCTaHOBWJIUCH.

— Ceituac pasfenumcsi, HO JAJIEKO HE pacXoaumMmcs, — MporoBopui Bpakku, oOparmmasch K
Promcu. — Crapaiicss HaliTH 9TO-TO IIEHHOE, HO He Oepy HUYEro OOJIBIIOrO U. .. He Jie3b B IIEITH.

— INouemy Oosnbinoe HeNb3s? 1 CMOTY JOHECTH, HE CMOTPH, UTO ST ICBOYKA.

— Ilotomy uTO OTOGEpPYT, — OTO3BaJICS KHp, — Mu moxyxe, — OH MPOBET NaJIbIIEM I10 Iiee. —
[Tonumaenn? Crapaiicsi HAUTU XOTh YTO-TO CTOSIIEE, HO TO, UTO JIETKO CIIPSATATS.

He ycnienu pedsita pa3oiTHCh, KaK K HUM TIOJIONIEST TOIUI YeJIOBEeK U IEMOHCTPATUBHO TIOKa-
3aJ1 3aTOYEHHYIO KOCTh, HAITOMHHABIITYIO OTPOMHBIN 3y0 XHMIITHOTO Yy/IOBHIIA. B3risaa XxBaTuiio, 4rod
MOHSATh, HACKOJIBKO OHA OCTpas.

— Beictpo. Bee, uto ectb. Ycekim? — nmpoImmries1 He3HaKOMell M HEPBHO OTJISIIIICS.

Ero cempie BoOCH pa3BeBaIMCh HA BETPY, M Ka3aJIoCh, TOJIOBA JBIMUTCS OT 371006l. Ho ronoc
rpaduTesisi OCTaBaJICS XOJIOJIEH.

— Koneuno. Koneuno, — nocnemndo nmporoopui Kup. — Otaagum Bee, 9To UMEEM.

Bpakku Momga, OyaTo JUIIMBIIKCH Japa PEevH.

Brapyr u3-3a pa3BasiuH, Tak ke HEOXHIAHHO, MOSBWICS I'MraHT. Ero eMHCTBEHHBIN Iia3 —
BEJIMYMHOM C S0JIOKO — HAXOMWIICS TIocpeu Jjida. [lurreH.

Ha BbIOpuTOii 10 OJ1ecKa M IOKPHITOH IIpaMaMy I'oJIOBe KPacoBaJsicsl BHICOKUM My4OK Bosioc. U3
HOCA 1 MaJICHbKUX YIIIeH TOpUYav KOCTsSIHbIE cepbr. Ha IepBBIi B3I AUITEH Ka3aJicsl TPOMa/IHbIM
MCTYKaHOM, BBITECAHHBIM U3 KaMHS HEYMEJIBIM MacTepoM. JINOO yMesbiM — HO Ky/Ia-TO CIICIIHABIIM.
Promcu BriepBbie BUjes1a TUTTeHa Tak OJTM3KO U, IPUTJISICBIINCE, YIUBUIACH, HE HAWS B €0 HEYeIO-
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BEYHOCTU HAYETO OTTajKuBamwomero. Haobopor, ra3 ruranra 3aBopaxkusai. Kazanocs, BHyTpH Hero
YMHUPAET MaJICeHbKOE COJTHIIE.

['pabutenb pe3Ko CrpsITal HOX U cOOpaICsl YIAIUTLCS, HO JUITEH, C HEBEPOSTHOM IJIsI CBOEH
KOMILIEKIIMH JIOBKOCTBIO, TIPETPAINIT €MY ITYTh.

My>x4rHa eJyie 10CTaBasl OHOIIA30MY JI0 Tpyau. [IurreH mpeacTaBisi COOOH KUIMCTOE CyITie-
CTBO, TIOXO’KE€ Ha YeJIOBEKa, C YCTpaIllaloliel 1 HEBEPOSITHO Pa3BUTON MYCKYJIATypOH.

— 41 mocmyxaJt ¥ IO3BIPUIT — ¥ TIOHSUI. .. Thl IEBYUYKY U MYXYMHOK OXpaOUTh XOIIeIIb, — IPO-
rpemesn ofiHorIasbli. ['onoc 3Byvan, Kak u3 OOUKH.

B rnazax rpadurens 61ecHYJ BBI30B, HO OBICTPO yrac.

— ¢ Te6s He moHmMar. Yrto tede Hano?! [Ipurmon3inm Kk Ham, TaK XOThb SI3bIK BBIYUHTE.

OnHornasbiii Haxmypuicsi. Kazanock, Bce SMOIMM Ha €ro MOp/ie YMHOKHJIFCh MHOTOK PATHO.

— 4 Huuaso He xouy. { ciyxy Kopouy. A Kopou xouer nopsok.

Ot 3TOro umenu PioMcu HeOCO3HaHHO CKpuBMIIAch. Kopou — uesioBeK, BUHOBHBIN B CMEPTH
CTapOCTHI.

— byny cripammmar. Tel — oTBevar. — ['poMuiia ycraBuics Ha My KUMHY CBOMM Ia3oM. [log
KOKEH UITEeHa MePeKaThIBAIMCH CUTbHbIE MYCKYJIBI.

— Xopol110, — psIBKHYJ rpabuTeb, C ero ry0 nosetenu Opbi3ry CoHbl. — Hazeroch, moimy TBOM
nenet. Haxonuibcest cpenu Jiofiei — FOBOpHU MO-JTIOJICKH.

XOTs OH cTapajcs BeCTu ceOsi Hario U cMeno, PloMcH MoYyBCTBOBaja CTpax B €ro royioce:
Ka3aJI0Ch, OH OOSICS TOTO, YTO JOJIKHO TIPOU30UTH.

[Tpu Bceit HaNpsKEHHOCTH cUTyalu Promcu ¢ nHTepecoM n3ydasna aurreHa. OH HOCKIT XOTb U
rpy0o cIIMTHIe, HO SIBHO MPAKTUYHBIE INTaHbI, U3 MPEKPACHO BhIIAETAHHBIX MKYp. Ha mosice Buceno
HECKOJIbKO TOPOKHBIX CYMOK, TPH KPUBBIX POTra, pa3HbIX IO pa3Mepy, ¥ CTPAHHBII TOIOP, C/ICIAaHHBIH
U3 YEJTIOCTU KAaKOTO-TO KMUBOTHOTO. ByrpsIMiics: MBIIIIIAMU TOPC HUYETO He MPUKPHIBAJIO, €CIU He
CUMTaTh TYCTOM PacTUTENLHOCTH. Ha mpearieubsax oqHOIIa30ro TuraiTa BUJHEIUCh 3aMbICTIOBATHIe
HaKOJIOThIE PUCYHKHU: JIMIIO C TPEMs IJIa3aMH Ha IIPaBOii; CTPaAHHBIN PUCYHOK Ha JIEBOW — JBYIVIa3bli
peOeHOK, KOTOPBIN AepKa OTPyOIeHHYIO TOJIOBY JAUTTEHA.

— TToBymecsIIbI CHUMAJT C MEPTBBIX JIOJOB? — MPOrpeMeJt TUTaHT, IS/l eMy B IJ1a3a.

— Jla, — OTBETWJI TOT ¥ MOCTEIIHO 100aBu1: — Ho moToM XOpoHuMII.

— Youaut monoB?

My>X4rHa yCTpEeMUII B3IJISII B HEOO.

— Hy, yousau.

— Y6uBa, mo0 3aCYUTHITHCS WIH OXPAOUTH?

['pabutensb 101r0 MOTUa, IMIsAs Ha aurreHa. Ero riasa craim MOKpeIMH, POT Havas APOKaTh.
OH TsKeNo CLEXUBAT KaXAylo OyKBy, OyITO MOJIOKO y cTapoil Ko3bl. bespesynbratHo. [IbiTaThest
JraTh AHEM — IJIyMasi 3aTesl.

My>X4rHa CXBaTHJICS 32 )KMBOT, CJIOBHO OT 06071. U BAPYT pe3KO BBIIPSMUIICS, 3aMaXHYBIIHCH
Ha OJJHOTJIa30T0 — JIe3BUE HOXa MEJIbKHYJIO BO3JIE I TUTaHTA.

Ho opnornasweiii yBepHysics. [Ipyu 3ToM ymyapwiicsi CXBaTUTh 3JIOyMBIIUIEHHHKA 32 PYKY.
[Mocnpimancs: Tpeck, ¥ HOX BBINAT U3 PyKH. ['pabutens MCIyCTUI HE TO CTOH, HE TO pblAaHKe. A
3aTeM ero poT MCKa3WiCs B 0€33ByYHOM KPHKE.

JIurreH cierka CKJIOHWI TOJOBY HAOOK, OYATO YAMBIISSICh MOJHON OECIOMOITHOCTHA CBOETO
COMEPHUKA, U CBOOOIHON PYKOU MOTSHYJICS K €r0 UCIYTaHHOMY JIUITY.

Piomcu pe3ko oTBepHyach, MIOHMMasl, YTO ceiuac mpoun3ounieT. Tem He MeHee yciblana Mep3-
KM BJIaXHBIN 3ByK. OTKpBIB I71a3a, OHA yBUAENA, Kak nodenesno auio bpakku. Ha rpadutens oHa
crapasiach He CMOTpeTh. Ero Teso Bce ellie aepraiach B JIy’Ke KPOBH, KOTOpasi pacTeKaaach BO BCe
CTOPOHBI, a TOJIOBA MPEBPATHIIACH B MECUBO.

Jlurrena yxe He ObUIO PSIOM.

— OH... youn ero... — npouienTaia Piomcu.
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Kup kuBHYN, HUUEro He OTBETUB.

Bpakku cTosi1 Bech OJI€AHBIN U ONIMPAJICS] KO O CTeHy, O0sICh IOTEPATh PaBHOBECHE.

— [I-noyemy oH HaMm He 3a/1aBajl BOIIPOCOB? — clipocuiia ProMcu iepBoe, 4To MPUILUIO B FOJIOBY.

— Onu He Tporaort jietel, — orBeTu1 Kup u modaswi: — [Toka He Tporaiwort.

Bpakku nopomen k Piomcu. Ceiiuac oH Busizien naxe oneanee Kupa.

— He pacckazpiBail MaMe O CITyYMBILEMCS], — UICITyTaHHBIM LIETIOTOM ITPOM3HEC OH.

Piomcu kuBHyDa: XOpoI1IO.

— W BOOOIIIE, HE HYKHO TOBOPUTD, KaK TYT... OMACHO, — JOOABIII BpIKkK.

Piomcu onsate kuBHysa. OHa He cTaja TOBOPUTh, YTO €ro MaTh, CKOPEe BCETo, caMma IMPeKPacHO
MOHUMAET, KaK TYT.

4

— He xouems Bce nocath K 4epry U 3aBs3arh ¢ 3TuM? — cripocu Kup y Bpakku.

BpaKKM XMBIKHYII, JIETKO MHYJI KaMEHb.

— Kak Oyzaro stydirie ¢ OTIIOM TpyIIbl 3aKaIibIBaTh.

— 3neck MepTBELIOB He MeHbIlle. BoH camu Maiio He npucoeAMHWINCh K HUM. Kak u Buepa,
KaK U 103aByepa. ..

— Taxk s 5k 0 yeM, — BpIKKM HarHyJCsI TOCMOTPETb, UTO MOA JOCKOW. — TyT XOTs ObI MOMHTEpEC-
Hee, He 3Haelllb, KOrja MOKHO HaiiTi uTo-To crosiuee. ITo-ceoemy npukimoyenue. — [loqHsB Kakylo-
TO 00J1€3JIyI0 ILIKYPY, MJIBUMK CKPUBHJICS U BHIOPOCHIT HAXOKY.

Tonbko Bpakku erme xoTen 4To-TO UCKaTh. Y PloMcu mocine cIydrBIIErocsi OXOThl IOyOaBu-
nock, 1 'y Kupa, kak oHa noHsa, Toxe. TONCTAK axe He cMOTpesl ceOe Mo HOIM, U3-3a Yero Mmpo-
MyCTHJ1 HeboblIoe 3epKasiblie. Hora HacTymumiia — CTEKJIO TPECHYIIO.

— On-11o, 4To * THI Aenaemsb?! — npoopai bpakku.

— He nymaro, 4to MHOTO OBI 32 HEro MoMy4n, — 6€3 0codoro paccTporcTa BoaBui Kup.

— Hy u uyro? Kunynu 661 B OpexymByio cyMKy. He cMOTpu B Hero, qypak Thl HECUACTHBIH, —
DBpaKK# HaK pbUT 3€pKaJiblie TKAHBIO, KOTOPYIO CHSUI C JIMLA. — DTO 3K CKOJIBKO Oe/Ibl Thl Ha ceOs1 HaKJIH-
kaj1! OcTopoxHer HaIO ObITh.

— Hudero s He Hakimkai, — orpeizHyiics Kup. — [Toromy 4Tto He Bepio BO BCAKYIO €pyHIY.

BpaKky CIUTIOHY B CTOPOHY 3epKasia, 3a4eM-TO BBITEP CBOM IJIEBOK M OTOPBAJICS BIIEpe.

— Kup, a tp1 mouemy 3z1ecs? He moxoxe, 4To Thl HyXJaellbcsl B €/le, — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh
Promcn.

— Tol paBa, X0Ts e1a y MeHsI He OeCKOHEUHas, — OH MOYEMY-TO BBIICIUII TTOCIIEJHEE CIIOBO.

— A 410 )e Tebe HyXHO?

— WHorna mbl BEIOMpaeM He U3 TOTO, YTO XOTUM IOTy4YHTh, & U3 TOTO, YTO OOMMCS TOTEPSITh.

[TonGexan Bpakku.

— Brl nmmete, i kak? BoH 4to s Hamen!

OH PUOTKPBUT MeIIOK. BHYTpH KpacoBajicst cepeOpsHBIN MOICBEYHUK YIUBUTEIHHO KPaCHBOM
padoTHI.

Piomcu orOpocuiia COMHEHUS M TOXe NMPUHSAIACh UcKaTh. M moutu cpasy Hauuia. Jurrena!l

OH cupen, onupasch o creHy. Ero mmpokas rpyap TsKeno MoJHMMalach 1 ornyckaiack. Kaza-
JIOCh, B3[JOXH, BBIPBIBAIOLIMECS U3 €r0 PTa, Pa3HOCKIJIUCH 10 Beell AepeBHe. Barisan Pomcu ocrano-
BWJICSl HA MOTEKax 3areKulefcss KpoBHU, MOKPBIBABIIMX Morydee Teso ruranra. Ha MraHoBeHue oHa
pelImia, 4YTo 3TO MPeICMEPTHbIE KOHBY/ILCUU U CYAOPOr. JIUIreH NpUKphIBal PyKOH IIEl0, MEK1y
NaJbI[aMH COYMIIACh KPOBb. | MTaHT OBbUT BeCh MOKPBIH OT IOTA.

— 31, Tel yero? — onewm bpakku.

Promcu mipucena u, npotsiHyB OypaioK, cMoumia Oezonare ryosl. 1o ObuLT Apyroii aurreH. U
JeNO0 Jaxe He B TOM, YTO roJioBa Y Hero Oblja MOJHOCTBIO JIBICOW, a cepbra BHCeJa JMIIb B HOCY.
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3aTto cocku MPOOUTHI KOJbIIaMu. PloMcu nofimasia ceOst Ha TOM, YTO JUTTEHBI pa3Hble, KaK U JIIOJIH,
a BOBCE HE OJJMHAKOBBIE OHOITIa3ble MOHCTPHL. U, Kak JIIOIU, OHM TOXeE YyBCTBYIOT OOJIb, & M3 PaH y
HUX COYMTCS Takasl e KpoBb. A Ha IIMPOKOM U YCTaBILIEM JIMLE BUJEH CTpax.

— OH ewie xuB, — ckazaia Piomcu oueBugHoOe.

— Ara, XUB, XOTS TI0 MHE — TaK JIy4iiie Obl CIIOX, — JISIHYJ BpIaKKu.

— Oroiigure. Tloxanyiicra, — pazgajics 3a UX CIIMHAMU MOITHBIN T0JI0C.

Piomcn B3npornyna u odepuynacs. Hecmotpst Ha ytBepkaenust Kupa, oHa He COMHeBaJIach,
YTO CEroJHs TOUHO MOCe/eeT.

Czau BO3BbIILIAICS MOryunid cuityaT. Jurren. Eme oguH.

Piomcu nopHsiack, 1 BCe paBHO € NMPUIIUIOCH IIS/IETh HA AUITEHA C BHICOKO MOAHSATON roJIo-
BOI, TIOCKOJIbKY TOT OBLT BJJBOE BHIIIIE €€.

— Yo ¢ To60# crano? CoBceM pa3MsiK Cpeir ABYIJIa3bIX, — OOPATHIICS TMOSIBUBLIMIACS TUTAHT
K cobpary.

— O, T'omo! PoxMsIK 51, BUaTh, — MPU3HAI TOT, €/1Ba IIEBeJIs rydamMu, U 3allesics Karuiem. —
Byny noru6ats?

[Tpumenmumii furreH, KOTOporo Ha3Bauu [ omio, HaXMypuIICs, POBEJ PyKaMu 10 €ro Tey:

— Tonbko mesa? Hoxom?

— Vry. He momuu. Byny moru6ars?

— Pasymeercs, kak u Bce. Ho He cerogns. CKoibko ux ObuIo?

— Enen, — u no6asun: — [Ipen okom.

— INoustHo. Co criuHBI HATIAJIH.

— Vry. Cxagu.

Panenbii iurred OTKaNuIsicsi BHOBb U 3aTHX.

Tomo pocran kakue-To JUCThs U Opocuit cede B pot. [IpoxkeBaB, BHILTIOHYN cebe Ha PyKY
TYCTYIO 3€JIEHYIO KKy U 3aJIeTTHI IIelo paHeHoMY. PaHa crasa BBIITIsSAETD Tak, Oy/ITO MOPOCa MXOM.

— Ioreprn yyTKa, — mporpemen ruradt. — bynems xkuth. Elnie He pa3 BBIIIbEM KPEIKOro roxa.

Promcu BeIZIOXHYIIA U YJTBIOHY/IACK.

— DTH TBapu KUBYUYHE, KaK HE 3HAIO YTO, — Oe3 0cO00M PagoCTH MPOrOBOPUI BpaKKH.

JIurreH OrisHysncAa U CMEpUJI BpaKKU MPOHU3BIBAIOIIUM B3[JISIOM:

— Tbl 1OMKEH KaK MUHUMYM MPOSIBIISITh YBAKEHHUE K. .. 9TUM TBAPSM, — OH BbIIEJINJI TOCJIEJTHHE
CJIOBA.

— Ilouemy 310 MHE Bac yBaxkarb?

JIMITeH CJIOBHO HE yCIbIIIAJ BbI30B, 3By4aBIINi B rojoce bpakku.

— IloTomy 4TO MBI MOT'Y4Hid, XOTh U HE TOpABIA HapoA. W o npruunHe ropsi, KOTOpoe MpUIILIO
K HaM, BBIHYKJEHBI BbIKMBATh Ha 4yKOMHE, — €ro 171a3 CJIOBHO cBepiui bpakku. ToT ax mobnenHen
ot Takoro. — Hac MHoro. MsI cuibHbL. VI MBI B oTuastHuu. W Bam Obl CTOMIIO OBITH OJIarofiapHbIMHU,
YTO MBI UIIEM XOTh KaKylo-TO padoTy y Bac, a He HaraJlaeM Ha Ballld CEJIeHUs], — TUTTEH YXMbLIb-
HYJICSI ¥ BBITJISIIIET TaK, OYTO MPOTATUBAeT 0OMa3aHHOE B AepbMelie siONoKo, HaOmoaas 3a peakimeit
Bpakku. — [Togymait 06 3TOM, JIIOIEHOK, MTPeXe YeM OTKpPbIBaTh POT. Thl Be/Ib HE YEPTEHOK C THICS-
Yyell JOMOJIHUTENIbHBIX I1IAHCOB.

OH niepeBen B3] Ha Kupa v cioBHO Obl yITUBHJICS, HO, HE CKa3aB HIUETO, BEPHYJICA K coOpary
1 HavyaJl 0OpabaThiBaTh paHbl HA TPY/IH.

— 4 He mymana B TakOM KJI0Ue, — HEOXKHUJIAaHHO JIs ceOst mporoBopriia Piomcu. — Mul, moau,
JEWCTBUTEILHO JOJKHBI IEHUTh, YTO BbI IPUXOIUTE C MUPOM.

lomo noBepHysics Kk Pomcu, u3yyaroie cMepuB ee B3mIAI0oM. Ero a3 kasaics rimyOoKuM
KOJIOZILIEM, HA JIHE KOTOPOIo yracaa 3Be3/a.

MHoroe MO}HO pasIIsAeTh OTHUM IJ1a30M. A MHOTJA U IByX HEIOCTATOYHO.
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Piomcu yxe cmupuiiachk ¢ TeM, Kakumu caenaiuchk CYacTiIMBUMKH, HO BCE €1le He MOIJIa IpU-
HSATh TOTO, KAKMMU CTAJIM XKUTEU AepeBHU. Bujisi BOIM3M MepTBOE TENI0, OHU HE XBATAJIHCh 32 TOJIOBY
Y HEe HAuMHAJIM MAHWKOBATh, HE COErajrch K MEPTBBIM, HE KPHUYAIM “TIOCMOTPHUTE", HUKTO JIaXKe
He oOpalliaj BHUMaHUs Ha TO, KaK JIBOE TOJIOBOPE30B YOUBAJIM KOTrO-TO. Bee cranmm Ge3pa3inyHbl K
qy;komy ropio. 1 ato myrasno 6osbiiie Bcero. CuiibHee PioMcu 6osi1ach JMIb OJHOTO — CTaTh TaKOM
K€ PABHOAYILIHOM.

— Tor nurren pasroBapuBaJl He TaK, Kak OHU BCE, — IPOrosopuia ProMmcu, crapasch OTBiIeYbCs
OT CBOMX MBICJIEH.

— A no-moemy, Tak ke, — ckazay bpakku.

— B oTMumne oT HEKOTOPBIX, EMY 3HAKOMO CJIOBO “ThICsiya”, — XMBIKHYJI Kup, HO Bce *ke nosic-
HWI: — D10 “AByAecATsil”. ['oBOpAT, cpeau 1BaALiaTh IUITEHOB MONAAETCs OMH, HAMHOTO. .. yMHEe
OCTAJIbHBIX.

Ho 6orpiiie o HUYero He no6asmi. HUKoMy He XOTenoch pa3roBapuBarh.

Onu 1M Mosya.

— Bor Tot 60ponay, — ykazan Kup Ha ToproBija. — Y Hero BHrojiHee BCEro C/1aBath.

— Ara, Kyza yx Beirogaee. OH MHe 32 30710TOM 0OpyY BCEro JKMEHIO MIIEHUITbI Aajl, — TOoKaIo-
BaJics Bpakku.

— ¥V ocTanbHBIX ThI ObI IOTYYWII ellle MeHble. Mosxkelb He coMHeBaThcsl. K ToMy ke, — pa3Ben
pykamu Kup, — oH ceiluac eIMHCTBEHHBII TOProBel] B IEpEBHE.

Kup ocraszcs crosaTh B cToOpoHe, BIVISABIBASCH B pa3BajIMHBI, IOSICHUB, UTO HE HAllleJl HU YyepTa
CTOSIILIETO.

bpakku u ProMcu nogonum K TOprosiy.

ToT cTosis1 B TeHU MOy pa3pyllIeHHON cTeHbl. Bokpyr napui takoi nmorpom, uto Promcu naxe
HE MOIJIa TIOHSATb, KTO PaHbIlie XU B TOM JIOMe, 10 TOTO, KaK OH MPEBPATHJICS B OOJIOMKH.

Boponau Hocun AIMHHYI0 OJ€3K /1y, HATOMUHABIIYIO MEILIOK C OTBEPCTUSIMU 17151 TOJIOBHI U PYK,
HO MEUIOK POCKOIIHBIM, [IBETHOW. A Ha rOJIOBY TOProOBEl] HAMOTaJl KaKoe-TO TPSAIbE, UrpaIoLlee,
BU/IMMO, POJIb TOJIOBHOTO yOopa. B pykax oH Jepskajl HAHW3aHHbIE HA HUTh HEOOJIBIIE OKPYIJIbIe
KaMeIIIKH, KOTopble OepekHO nepedupan naisiamu. Hermoaaseky ot Hero crosijia moBo3Ka co BCSKUM
A00pOM U TPH MOTYATUBBIX TOJIOBOPE3a, OCTYKAIOIIHX JIIOOOTBITCTBO.

— Ha 6narocnoBut Bac Co3iaTenb, — IPUBETIMBO MPOKpUYAT OOpoIayd U yKe THUIIIe MPOOI-
KUJ1: — JlyMalo, Bbl UTO-TO XOTUTE MPOJATh, MOJIObIE JTIOH.

— Bort, — Bpakku cKyIio yislOHYJICS, HEYBEpPEHHO NIPOTATUBAsSI €My CepeOpsIHbIN MOACBEYHVK.

— O! 3r0, 6e3 COMHEHUSI, OJJHA U3 JIYUIIIUX Bellel, KOraa-JImo0 CO3aHHBIX YeJIOBEKOM, — Jiac-
KOBO ITPOrOBOPUJI TOPTOBELl, paccMaTpuBasi U3JEHe.

Bce ke PiomMcu ynoBuia B €ro ronoce CKpbITylo HACMEILIKY, YTO €, pa3yMeeTcs, He IOHpPaBU-
nock. Ho oHa ocTaBmiia cBOM MBICTH TIpU cede, TeM OoJiee, KpOMe 3TOro 4esioBeKa, UM He ¢ KeM
OOJIbIIIE TOPTrOBaTh.

— 41 Mory monyuuTh 3a HETO BOH TOT MEILIOYEK C 3epHOM? — cnpocui Bpakku, He cKpbiBas
PagoCTH.

— Kak %aJb, Kak aJib, — roJIoCc TOProBlia BMUT c/ienasics MacisiHbIM. — K coxanenmio, 1 He Mory
UCTIONHUTD Barry npockOy. Buaut Co3nareins, B MpexkHUEe BpeMeHa Bbl MOIIIM Obl JIETKO TIOMYYUTh
3a HEro MeuloyeKk 3epHa, U He oguH. Ho ceityac... HECITOKOMHO U He A0 u3auilecTs. KoMy HykeH
TMO/ICBEYHUK, KOT/Ia €CTh HEYero?

Bpakku MpauHes ¢ KakapIM CJIOBOM TOProBlLia.

— Ho s He Mory B35iTb M1 OTMaxHYTbCsI OT TeOsi, MaTbuMK MOUW. Benp moHuMalo, B Kakol ThI
HyxJ1e. Bospmu, u 1a xpanut Bac Co3spatess.
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3a cepeOpsiHbIiA OICBEYHUK DPIKKM MOMYYMsT KMEHIO BBICYIIEHHBIX (DPYKTOB M HECKOJBKO
TMIOJIOCOK CYIIEHOTO MsICa.

— A y 1ebs uTto, meBouka? — Cripocuil Toproeenl y Promcu, 3amepxaB B3rsaa Ha ee wie. OH
yXe notepsut K Bpakku BCsSKui uHTEpeC.

Piomcu BeITammIa v mpoTsiHy/Ia eMy HOX. TOT caMblil, KOTOPBIA MOT JIMIIIATH ee KU3HU. [1a3a
MasTyaIiyx 3a ero ClMHOM OXPaHHUKOB CBepKHYJIM. Ho B 3TOM OJiecke Mepiiaia He TOJBKO OCTOPOK-
HOCTb.

Toproser omapui ee yabIOKOM.

— Xopormas Bellb, — Hauaia oH. OTHON pyKo# 60poaad JIOBKO Tiepedrpal KaMEHHBIE APUKH,
B JIPYTo¥ iepskajl opyxue. PloMcH onsTh yJIOBHIa HACMEIIKY B TOJIOCE.

OpnuH 13 OXpaHHUKOB HE CBOIMII C HOXA B3IVISIAA, XOTS TOT YK€ HAXOIUJICS Y TOPrOBIIA.

— A mnaBHoOe, mojie3Hasi, — mporoBopmwia Piomcu. — OcoOeHHO B TerepelniHre HeCTIOKOMHbIe
BpeMeHa.

— K coxanenuio. .. — roppko B3JOXHYJI Toprosell. Ero ciagkuii rojoc CHOBa MPEUCTIONHUIICS
COYYBCTBHEM, a BOT OJIeCK B IJ1a3aX TOBOPHII 00 OOPaTHOM.

Piomcu noHsia, Kyga KJIOHUT 60pojiad, M pelinia, YTo Hy’KHO PUCKHYTb.

— O, npoctuTe, HO S HE K BaM 0OpaIalch, — ycMexHy/nach ProMcu cBoelr caMoii MWJIOW U
(anpmmBON yabIOKOH, 3a0paB HOX, M OpocuIia B3MJIs Ha oOXpaHHKKa. — Tak uTto, Bo3pbMeTe? Memok
3epHa — ¥ OH BalIll.

OXpaHHMK — YEepHSIBBIA Kpacagell C TYCTBIMU OpPOBSIMH — YXMBUISISICh, KOIIAUbel MOXOAKOM
aBUHYJICS K PromMcu 1 B3s1 y Hee opyskue. B3Becui1, Horaaui pyKosiTh, JIOBKO MEPEKUHY U3 PYKH
B pyKy. [IpoBen masbiieM 1o 3aTOYeHHOHN TPaHH, a KOT/Ia BBICTYITHIIA KPOBb, OOEPHYJICS K CBOMM H
I'POMKO pacCMesiyICs.

— Jlait neBouke MelIoK. Berdrens MoTomM U3 Moei J10J1, — IPOrOBOPHII TOJIOBOPES.

Toproael ycTaBujICs Ha OX paHHUKA MTPUIILY PEHHBIMH I71a3aMU, CIABUB OYChI TaK, UTO MOOEIIeITH
naJblbl. 3a rycToi 60pOoI0i, HECOMHEHHO, CKPhIBAUCH UCKPHUBJICHHBIE TYOBI.

— Cnespr Cosnaresnisi, MOXET, XOTh IMOTOPIyelibcsi? — MPOIIHIeT 0opoiad, TOKOCUBIIKCH Ha
Promcu.

— A 3aueM? — MoOXaJ MJjie4yaMu OXPAHHUK, MOJAMUTHYB JIEBOUKe. — 5 B 3TOM He pa30uparoch.
A BOT B OpYXMH 3HAIO TOJIK, TaK YTO, KaK ThI JIOOUIIIb TOBOPUTb, C/IENIKA BhITOAHAsA. Y, BOBMOXKHO,
3TOT CaMblil HOX JIAXe CIaceT TBOIO JKU3Hb.

Toproser Oosnbiie He cTan MPOTUBUTHCA. OH HEOXOTHO MPOTSHY PloMcH MEIIoK ¢ 3epHOM,
100aBHB HECKOJIBKO CJIOB HA CBOEM POJHOM sI3bIKE. SIBHO AETreiicKuX U IBHO OOMIHBIX. Bosbiiie oH He
cKazaJl HIuero, XoTs1 PloMmcu npojioikasa 4yBCTBOBATh €ro HEOBOJILCTBO M pa3/ipakeHue, IPHUMHON
KOTOPBIX SIBJIsIACh cama. OuryiieHre ObUIo. .. BOCXUTUTETbHBIM.

PiomcH yxBatuia MEIoK: OH OKa3aJICs TIPUSATHO TSIKEITIM.

Panom nossuiica Kup:

— Hawm nopa.

—IocroiiTe, neTH, — OCTAHOBKJI MX TOProBell. — Bo3aMoXkHoO, y Bac ecTb cepedpo, TouHee, ITH. ...
MIOJIyMECSIIIbl, — ero rosoc cran tuile. — Kinssayer Co3aaresnem, 51 He CTaHy CIpaivBaTh, Kak Bbl UX
TIOJTY YHJTH.

I'maza Bpakku 3aMHTEpECOBAHO 3aCHSIIH.

— A Coszparens He o6uautcst? OH Befib BCe BUIUT, — eXUIHO OypkHYI Kup.

Toproell B3AOXHY/I U CHUCXOOUTENIBHO MOKa4asl rOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAHHOE €r0 TOPbKO
pazovapoBa’o:

— 41 Benp Bam He Bpar, IE€TKH.

Kup numib goipknys.

— Wnem yxe orciona — 3a HAMH CIIEJIAT, — TOJICTSIK YKPAIKOW OIJISIIeNICS 10 CTOpoHaM. — YepT
nooepu, pa3oObLIH, a Terneps elle coepedb HyKHO. PoMcu, Thl cMOXelb 6eXaTh CO CBOMM 3epHOM?
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Ona HeyBepeHHO KuBHYysa. Panocte murom yneryumniach, U Piomcu ocosHazia, HacKOJbKO
yctana. Y Teneps noxasesna, 4To MEIIOK TaKOU TSKEJIbIN.

Bnpyr c3aau HaBHcia orpoMHasi TeHb. PloMcu coTpsiciia HenpusTHas APOKb, OHA PE3KO OIJIsI-
HYJIacCh, €Jie CAEPKAB KPUK.

— He nyraiics. {1 Bac mpoBeny, — mporpemert TOT CaMblil YMHbIN JUTTeH, 00paIasch Hermocpei-
cTBeHHO K Promcu. — $1 3a0bu1 TeOs1 MOOIaronapuTh, MPOCTO HEMPUBBIYHO BUIETH YbIO-TO 3200Ty O
Harem Oparte.

Piomcu HepBHO yibIOHYTach M BBIIOXHY/IA. Cefiuac ee MHTepecOBaJIO JIMIIb OHO: KaK TU TOPbI
MBIIIILL TAK HECJIBIIIHO JBUTAIOTCS.

['uranTt npoTsHy el KpUBOM POT.

— Brinieiite HEeMHOTO, BBl SIBHO YCTaTIU. DTO B30OOAPHUT.

Piomcu nipuHsiia por IBymMsl pyKaMu, 4TOObI HE pacIulecKarb, M, TIOTHECs KO PTY, BAOXHYJA
NpUATHBINA Oynopaxamuii apomar. OTHMB, OHa YCMEXHYJIach, HO TYT K€ TIOMOPIIMAJIACh — HAITMTOK
OKa3aJICsl HEBEPOSATHO TOPbKUM. A MO LIBETY — TEMHEE HOUM.

Kup Toxe oTBeaan, npuyem ¢ ssBHbIM UHTEpecoM. Bpakku oTkazascs.

Hazan Bosppamanucey yepe3 aepeBHio. Hanurok u npasaa B36oapui, 1o06aBuB cuil. Promcu
UCIIBIThIBAJIA OJIArOJAPHOCTD K OJHOIIA30MY IMI'AHTY 32 3alUTy U OOJbIle BCEro 3a TO, YTO UM He
MPUIILJIOCh BO3BpaliaThest yepe3 ropy. K oropuennio Piomcu, aurreH Gosbiiie HIUEro He TOBOPUI,
cleys 32 HUIMU OECIITyMHOM TeHbIO. A MepBOil HaYaTh Pa3roBOP OHA HE pelaiach.

Kak Bcerpa, He momyasioch bpakkwu.

— Hy Th1 naenis, — BOCXUILIEHHO POrOBOPUII OH. — Sl M He oIyMall TOT HOX MOA00paTh.

— Kakas pasnuna? — yemexnysach Promcu. — Mbl Belb B OTUH JJOM HeceM. .. Haxuroe. S paaa
OBITH TIOJIE3HOM.

BpaKku B3MISIHYT Ha CBOIO TOPOY U CJIerKa CMYTHIICS.

— V 1ebs mpsM TaNaHT TOProBaThCs, — 3AKJTIOUMII OH C BOCXHMINEHHEM B ronoce. — Kak Tbl
BOOOIIIE I0rafanach MpoaaTh HOX TOMY TOJIOBOpe3y?

— OnHa) bl MBI pHIOAYMITH CO CTAPOCTOM. .. — Havama Pomcu.

— Co CeuHoracom, uto Jin? — nepecrnpocui bpakku, OyTo OHa MOTJIa 3HATh IPYTOro CTapoCTy.

PioMcy HEXOTs KMBHYJIA: OHA HE JIIOOWJIA, KOTja KTO-TO, KpOMe Hee, ero Tak Ha3bIBal.

— Tax BOT, MBI ppIOAUMIIN HA XUTPOYMHBIE TIEPhs C KPIOUKOM, — nponpomkuia Piomcu. — OHuy,
KOHEYHO, TOBOJIbHO CUMITAaTUYHBIE, HO 51 He TIOHUMaJIa, 3a4eM pbida ux xBataer. CTapocrta MosiCHU,
YTO pHIOA MPUHUMAET MEephbs 32 YIABIIMX HACEKOMBIX. Sl TOrma ere momyTuia, Moj, HACEKOMBIX I
OBl TOXe He XBaTaja. Y 3Haelb, YTO OTBETHII CTapocTa’?

—Yt0? - k yousnenuto Piomcu, Boripoc 3agan Kup. B ero ra3zax gaxe cBetusaach HeKast 3auH-
TEpECOBAHHOCTb.

— OH 0OTBETWJI, YTO TOXE HE HAXOAUT HACEKOMBIX MPHBJIEKATEIbHBIMU M OOJbIIIE JIIOOUT 3arie-
4yeHHbli JTyK. Ho, oXoTsick Ha pbiOy, OH JOIKEH YUUTHIBATH €€ BKYCHI, 4 HE CBOM.

— U opyxue OLUEeHHUT TOT, KTO 3HAET B HEM TOJIK. YMHBIN YEJIOBEK Balll CTApOCTa, — 3aKJII0UMII
Kup.

— bbu1, — ropsko nporosopuiia Promcn.

— A 16 pa3Be He 0 Kopoue?

— Her, on He cTapocTa, — xoo1HO cka3aia Plomcu. OHa HUKOI/1a He TPU3HAET CTApOCTOM 3TOTO
YeJIOBEKA.

— JKanp, — rpyctHO mporoBopus Kup. — Beerna xotenn HayuuThest pplOaunTh Ha ynouky. [omy-
MaJt ObUIO, Thl HAC TIO3HAKOMHUIII.

Bpakku nokocwiicst Ha AUITEHA U YyTh CJIBIIIHO MPOIIENTA:

— Hy Bot, ut06 MHe B Beunom Jlecy HoueBath, Terneph Bce HAYHYT CUUTATh, UTO S 3HAIOCH C
aurreHamu. Jlyudrire Obl caMu TILTH.
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— Hypak Tb1, Bpakku, — OypkHyn Kup. — Yept HOry cOMUT, 3aMyTaBIIMCh B TBOMX MPUOPU-
TeTax.

— Kup, a 3auem Tb1 Apa3Hun Topropia? — crnpocuia Piomcu, xenas NOTYHIMTh Ha3peBaOLIUN
CI1op.

— OnHu MeHs pasnpaxaior. Benp He BepaT oHM HU B Kakoro Co3patens. A AJis KOPbICTH NpH-
KpbiBatoTcs ero uMeneMm. [onpoOyit o6uas cnyry Cozaaressi, MUTOM HaOEKUT TOJIA 30JI0THIX.

— A Tbl BCTpeuasn 30/10ThIX ? — yaAuBUIack Piomcu.

— Vry, ObLIO f1EJT0.

— A 3T0 npaBAa, YTO y HUX 30JIOThIE JOCHEXU? — BOCXHUIIIEHHO CIIpocul Bpakku.

— Hackonpko s ciplinall, Mo30/104eHHble, — HEOXOTHO TnporoBopuil Kup. — YeproBhl (paHa-
THKH XOIAT B HUX, YTOO MPHUMaHUBaTh TpaduTesiell, KOTOpble HACTOJIBKO IIYTIbI, YTO 3aXOTAT HAa HUX
HAracTb.

— To1 m3eBaenbes? YeM yxe OHU-TO TeOe He yroauiin ? 30J10Thle — 3aiuTa Hamero Mupa. OHu
MYTEIECTBYIOT, UCTPEOIsis 3710.

— Hy, eciu Tak cTraBuUTh BONpOc, TO, KOHEYHO, J1a — repou, — oTBeTu1 Kup, BeposiTHO, HallesCh,
4yTO bpakku 3amomumr.

— A Kak Hy>KHO CTaBUTb BOIIpOC?

— CToUT JIM UX CpaHOE TepoMCTBO TOro. §l 10 CHMX MOpP MOMHIO, KaK B KOPUMY, CKPbIBasICh OT
HUX, 3a0esxai yepT. Tak oH1 OOTOPOIUIN KOpUMY, HE 1aB HUKOMY YHTH 5KUBBIM, ¥ COXKIJIA 3[aHUE.
Ho pa, gepr 3aro He criaccs.

— Yepru syuie?

— He mHue cyautb, — BbiaBui Kup.

— A BOT 1 cyMTalo, 4To MO 3aciayraM. YBHUIb sl XOTh OJHOTO — Cpa3y IUTIOHYN Obl B pOTraTyio
poxy. U Tem, KTO ¢ HUMHM SIKIIIAETCS, TOXE TUTIOHYJT OBl.

— Bort 3Haemn, Apyr, 4To MeHs1 OoJbIIe BCEro. .. yauBisieT? Thl CHIUIID B 3TOH [MTyILIH, Cpeln
rop u Beunoro Jleca, 1 HM yepTa, HM 30JI0THIX B IVIa3a HE BUJEJ, HO MPU 3TOM PBEUIbCS CYIUTb,
OIMPASICh JIUIIb HA CITyXH.

— Kak 310 He Bunen? — orpoizuyics bpakku. Kazasoce, ero 3ameno Toabko 310. — 4 Kak-1o
BUJIEJI MHECTOTa OKOJIO KOPUMBL. Y HEro CBETWJIMCH I71a3a, ¥ OH ObUT TIOJTHOCTBIO TOJIBIM. A KaKIbIit
3HAET, YTO MUECTOTH XOJSAT roJible, 3a4eM OOram-To ofexaa’?

— Yepr 651 TeOs1 noOpait, bpakku. Cepre3Ho? Bozne kopumbl? — Kup paccmestics. — Kakoit-to
Oejiomara MocyIeHIO OIeXK Iy MPOMKJI, BOT M OPOAMII TOJIbINA. A T71a3a CBETUJIMCH OT CYIITHSKA.

C3aau paspas3uiicsl packaT rpoMa — JUITEH TOXKE CMEsLICH.

— AX, Tak? A TIpOKJIATHIX 51 TOXe He Bujen? Buepa oquH MyKUK ABOMX MPHBEJ, YTOO HAa MeY
71e3Thb. CKOJIBKO JIIOJIel TIOKAJIEUMIIOCh, Tagast ¢ Meva, a UM XOTb Obl UTO. YOI

— OHM BeJIMKHUE CO3/IaHM s, KOTOPbIE TPEBPATUIINCH B paboB. He cTOMT Ha/i HUMU HaCMeXaThCsl.

— Kasxpiii nosyyaer To, yero 3aciykuBaer. BoT Kak s cuuTaro.

— 3amoinun, bpakku! — He Bhiepkaia Plomcu. — [loxanyiicra, 3amomnuu. 51 He kenaio cylarh
0 TIOIOOHOM Yemnyxe. DTO OCKOpOJIsSeT MmamMsATh MOMX POOHBIX. Yem Mou Opaths U Bce, KTO TMOTruo,
3aCITyKUJIM TaKyI0 y4acTh? 3a YTO Hallla IepeBHs 3aciiyskuiia rojaoa?! A Mel, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3aCITy-
KWW JIa3UTh B 3TOM. .. B 3ToM Jepbme?! Beunsiii Jlec, mbl ke netu!

Bcio ocragiyiocst 1opory 1nuid Moji4a, KaskAblil MOrpy3MBIIUCH B CBOM MBICTIH.

k% %k

— Kakoro uepra?! — Hauan Kup, Korga oHY OUTH HPUILLIH.

K Hum HaBcTpeuy Oexana Xxpynkas AeBouka, HeMHOrMM Miafie Promcu. OHa JOBOJIBHO JIOBKO
JBUTAJIaCh, HECMOTPSI HA CBOW OOJIE3HEHHBIN BU]I.

— 41 ke ckazan xxaaTh MeHs goma!
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— MHe TaM CTpaIHO OIHOM, — MOJIBUJIO HEXKHOE CO3/1aHKe. — DTH OJe/IHbIe CTEHBI HEBEPOSTHO
KYTKHE U HATOMUHAIOT MHE KpUYallye JUIa.

Piomcu ee moHmMmana: MHOrJa OHa UCTIBITHIBAJIA TIOXOKEE YYBCTBO.

— INokopHeiine mporty NpolIeHus, He CepAuCh, OpaTuK, JaayImIKu? — MPOJOJDKUIA HEe3Ha-
KOMKa. — JIyuirie mpejicTaBb MeHs1 CBOUM Apy3bsiM. He xoderb? 10, ToKHO ObITh, Bpakku? Kupuyc
MHOT'O O TeOe paccKa3biBaJl.

Kpyrnas ¢pusnonomusi Bpakku Tak packpacHenach, 4To eciy Obl OH OKYHYJICS TIO IIel0 B PeKy,
TO TOXOJWJI ObI Ha 3aXOJsIIIee COJTHIIE.

— BriepBoie By ¢ Kupuycom neBouky, kak uygecHeHbko. Moe ums Banucca. — OHa ynsiony-
J1ach, U3Ty4ast T0OPOTY U HEBUHHOCTb.

— 4 Promcn.

— Xopouiee UMs.

— TBoe ToXe.

— Hagetoch, Mbl TiozipykuMcst, — nipornederana Bamucca, 3a0aBHO BHITHpasi TPOMOKIIIEE JIUIIO
HWKHEW 4acThl0 COPOUKH.

Ha otkpeiBImxcst pebpax JeBOYKM BUAHEVCh CTPAHHBIE IIPAMBI, CKJIAIbIBAIOIIMECS B HEKUE
OYKBBL.

— Hepxu syuinie, pa3 yxke mpurnepnach, — Kup mpoTsaHys cecTpe BHIMEHSHHYIO JICTIEIIIKY.

— Jlo mocne3aBTpa, crano ObTh? — cripocut Kupa Bpakku.

— VYry, — KUBHYJI TOT. — I e rOBOpWII, MHE HYKHO OyeT OTJIyYHMThCS.

— Bpatuk, a MOHO ¢ TOOOM?

— [TocmoTtpum.

— To1 Bceraa Tak ropopuib. Hy 1 Kak Baiy noxoxaeHusi? — 6e3 0co00i 3aMHTepeCOBAHHOCTH
cripocuiia Banmcca, cinerka HaJIKyCUB JICTICIIKY.

— Promcu noBesio, — Kup ykazan Ha ee Melouex.

— INogesno, — cornmacuiack Promcu, X0Th M cunTana, 4ro cyapbda 3a10mkana eid Kyaa Ooblie
BE3EHMUSI.

Omna ob6epHyach, YT00 MOOIArOIAPUTH JUITEHA, HO TOTO YKe He ObLJIO PSIOM.
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I'maBa 3. HeMHOro MCTHHBI

1

Piomcu nmpocHynack OT pa3sroBopoB B OOJBIION KOMHATE. 3a OKHOM yracajl 3aKat 1 OIycKaJlach
HOYb. [leBOuKa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UYTO HE CMOXKET OO0JIblle YCHYTh. OCEeHbI0 TEMHENIO JOBOJBHO PaHO, XOTS
’Kapa HUKY/la He rucyes3aa.

Promcu oTkpbUIa ABEPD U CJIerKa 3a)XKMypUjIach OT cBeTa. MeplaHue cBeden Jesano KOMHaTy
HEBEPOATHO MOX0XeH Ha nemepy. Ha creHax crymaimce v misicaliv TeHU, IPUHUMAst OPOU COBCEM
YK NpUYyLIUBbIE (DOPMBI.

Promcu yBuzena llypo — orua Bpakku — 1 HE3HAKOMOIo MYy;K4YMHY B Joporou ofexae. OHu
CHJESN 32 CTOJIOM M BBHIITUBAIM. 3arledeHHBIN YK U KarycTa 3aMaH4MBO OJieCTesl B SIPKOM CBETE
cBeYei.

[Ilypo ObUT BBICOKMM U XYIOLIABbIM, C OYEeHb J0OpbIM B3MIsioM. HezHakomell, HA060poT —
TMIOJTHBIM, C I71a3aMH, KaK y JIMCULIBL.

[Ilypo nMen orpoMHyI0 IIEBETIOPY XOTh U CEMIbIX, HO IYCTBIX KyIpeu. Y HE3HAKOMIIA e, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BCE BOJIOCHI MOMPSITAIUCH OT Kapbl, OCTABUB TOJIBKO JIBICBIN Yeper. 3aTo B OOWJIMU POCIU B
HOCY, Ha yIlIaX ¥ Ha OCTPOKOHEYHOU KPUBOU OOpOJIKe, CIOBHO TaM HAIIUIA CBOE YKPBITHE.

Ho, HecmoTps Ha HECXOKECTh, CKJIAABIBAIOCH OIIYIIEHUE, YTO 3HAKOMBI 3TU JBOE JaBHO.

— M-pa, moOonbITHAS IEPEBHSI, — IPOTOBOPKII HE3HAKOMeIl. — XOTs KUTeJIel y BAC MHOTOBATO
IUIS1 IEPEBHU.

— Vixe menblue, — ¢ qocaaoit nporopopui Llypo. — A nansiie craner eme MeHsiue. Ho s nows,
K 4eMy Thl KJIOHUII. CJIOBO «JIEpEeBHs» TIOILIO OT TOrO, YTO mocesieHue apeBHee. CTano ObITh —
JepEeBHSL.

— 4l Bcerga cumMta — NOTOMY 4TO U3 JIEpeBa MOCTPOEHA. XOTs Y BaC-TO IOMA U3 KaMHS.

[ypo noxan mjieyaMuy 1 NOAHSI B3I Ha Promcu:

— Canuch, He CTecHSICS], — MPOrOBOPHII OH, OYITO JIMIIIb Cevac ee 3aMeTHII.

— TBOsI? — CIIPOCHJI JIBICHIH, € YIIBIOKO#H B3MIsIHYB Ha ProMcu. Ho B ero riazax ynslOku He ObLIO,
JIMIIL UHTEepec. — Thl, MOMHUTCS, TOBOPUJI, Y TeOsI TOIBKO TPOE ChIHOBEH.

— Her, He mos1, — otBetnit Llypo u ocymmmin pa3om Beio KpyxKy. — Ho eii OoJibliie HeKyaa UaTH.

— A THl He U3MEHMJICS, TIO-TIPeXKHEMY TOOpSIK, — Ha STOT pa3 He3HaKoMell orsaen Pomcu ¢
OoJiee 3aMeTHBIM UHTEPECOM, CJIerKa OKUBUBIIIUC.

— Ee 30ByT Promcu, — npeacrasui lypo. — A 310. ..

— MeHs HasbiBalOT JIKC, — MPOroBOpMII HE3HAKOMELI, IOYEChIBAS OPJIMHBIN HOC, a 3aTeEM MOIJIa-
JIMB KPUBYIO OOpOAKY. ['0J10C 3Bydast BIACTHO, HO MPUSTHO. — ThI TOXE MOKEIIIbL MEHS TaK Ha3bIBATh.
A — Toprosel.

JIuc npuBCTan v MOKJIOHUIICS.

OH 06buT ofleT 6OraTo M KpacuBO, HO KpacoTa He BHIIVISIENIa Ype3MEPHOH, KaK y KPEIOB U3
3onororo 'opona, KOTOpble BHIIVISAENN, CJIOBHO KEHIIUMHBI B JeHb Npa3aHuKa. [lnain npekpacHon
IIEPCTH, PACIIUTHINA 30JI0TBIMU HUTSIMHU, HUCHAJaJl 10 KojieH ToproBia. Ho, HecMoTpst Ha 60rarcTBo
OfiesTHUS, HUKTO OBl He HAa3BaJI €r0 HEMPaKTHYHBIM. [Lan IBHO XOPOIIIO 3alMIIaN OT 0K/, BETpa
Y XoJoja. A caroru, mpy Bceil uX KpacoTe, BHIIJISIENN He TOJIBKO Ha/Ie)KHO, HO U YIOOHO.

Jluc, B cBOW0O ouepep, MPOAOIIKA OLIEHUBAIOLIE, HE CKPBIBAsICh, CMOTPETh Ha Promcu:

— OTMeETHHEHI TT07, €€ TJIa3aMM. .. — HayaJl OH, He OTBOJIS B3MJIAIA OT JIEBOYKM.

— D10 ponuMmble TISATHA, TaKas YK OHa poausiack, — nepeow [lypo.

— Popunace... Tyr? Veepen? ['ne Tl ee Hamten? 5 Buaen yxe nomoOHbIe. . .

— VBepeH, — xononHo npouenui Hlypo.

47



C. U. IlaxomoB. «Prommepn»

JIuc HEMPHUATHO CKPUBIMII TYOBl — CKOpEe BCETO, OH CUUTAN STO YJIBIOKOW — M OTITHJI U3 YAIIKU:

— Buxy, B TBOell AepeBHE MOSIBUIUCH JUTTEHbI, — IIMPE YXMBUIbHYJICSI TOPTOBEL, C BUAUMON
HEOXOTOM 3aKpbIBasi TEMY.

— BepositHo, y Kopoua umerorcsi cBou npuauHbl, — npenosoxut Llypo, Ho 1o ero ToHy Obl1o
SICHO, YTO OH JIMYHO 3TUX MPUYUH HE BUIIUT.

— Kak s noHs1, Tel He10BOJIEH 3TUM KopoueM, — npeanonoxui JIuc v npoTsHyJI CBOIO YallIKy,
4yT00 ee HanoyHWwIM. — [Tpeapiayimii crapocta ObUT JTydire?

— Kopou — ne crapocta, — lllypo Haxmypwusi OpoBu. — OH u3baBwmics or CBuHOMAaca — Tak
3BaJIi OBIBILIETO CTApPOCTY — U, XOTS celvac siBiisieTcsl IaBHbIM B CUacTIMBUYMKAX, ce0sl CTapOCTOM
HE Ha3bIBaeT.

— B3sut m yOpan crapocty? — ynuswics JIuc, CHoBa OriaquB BHAYasIe HOC, a 3aTeM OJIECTEBIITYIO
OT JXHpa OOPOIKY, Ka3aBIIyIOCsl HACTOIBKO OCTPOH, YTO PloMcH yauBuiach, Kak OH He TIOPAHHJICS.

— T'onon. Muorue Havanu BuHuTh B 3ToM CBuHOMaca. Bor Kopou u Bocnosb3oBasicst cutya-
1uen.

— U kak moau orpearupoBaiii, 4To npu... Kopoue ronon HUKyna He aencs?

— A Hukak, — ormaxnyscs lypo. — Kopou ymen. OH npecekaeT JiioOble TIONbITKA HeJOBOJb-
CTBA, CJICJUT, YTOO HUKTO HE COOMPAJICS B IAWKU. []J1s1 TOr0 M HaHSLI AUTTEHOB — TIOPSTIOK JepPKaTh.
A camoe cmeriHoe, Kak Obl Kopou 1 CBUHONIAC HY CCOPUJIMCH paHbIile, BeeHue e Kopoua coBceM
HE OTJIMYaeTcs OT TOro, Kak Bedn jena CuHomac. B3ath Tex ke qurreHoB. CBUHOIIAC YKE XOTe UX
MIPUBECTU B JEPEBHIO KOTAA-TO, HO JIIOAX BOCITPOTUBUJIMCH.

— V MeHs B oxpaHe qurreHbl. OHU OTJIMYHbIE PAOOTHUKMU. . .

—He torpa, korna oroupator padoty u ey y jozeit! — Haxmypuics [llypo. — OcobenHo ceituac!

JIuc 3acmesicss M MPUMUPUTEBHO TIOAHSIT PYKU:

— MBI yxe MHOTO pas 310 oocyxaanmu. He Oynem u HauMHaTh.

[Ilypo noxan rieyamu: Kak XO4elllb.

— Kcrarm, o Benukane, — ¢ 1oJiei 3aBUCTU TPOrOBOPUJI TOProBel. — DTO MpaBja, YTO MeY B €r0
IPYH YChIIIaH AParoleHHOCTSAMU ?

[ypo pipkHyT:

— ThI TOXE HE U3MEHMJICS — 3Haellb Oosbilie MeHsl. [IpuToM 4TO s TYT KUBY.

— Toprose1 00s13aH 3HaTh MHOTOE. HaxxnBa 6e3 3HaHUsI HEBO3MOXKHA, — YCMEXHYJICS TOJICTHIMU
ry6amu Jluc.

— MHe Bcerja He HpaBIJIOCh OOJIBITUHCTBO U3 TEX, KTO C TOOOM STUMH. .. 3HAHUSAMH JSITAIICS, —
MeieHHO ckasain Ilypo.

— 3HaHMe CTONb IIeHHAasl Belllb, YTO €ro He 3a30pHO I0ObIBaTh U3 JOOOrO UCTOYHMKA, — JInc
CHOBA CKPUBWJI TYOBI B IIOJOOUHU YIILIOKY.

Promcu ynmuBuiack. [Toxoxue cioBa 9acTo JIIOOWT IOBTOPATH TIOKOWHBIN CTAPOCTA.

— Jla u Bama... Kak Bbl ee 30Bere... [Itnia? 1oBoIBbHO MMOJIe3HA, — MIPOJOIKII TOProBeL. —
7KaJjb, 4To 01U HE MOTYT BpaTh TOJIBKO JHEM.

[ITypo Mo4a NOKPYTHIT TOJIOBOM:

— I'oBopsT, Mup Ha mpaBae aepxutcs. Tak BOT 4To 5 TeOe cKaky — dymib Bce 310! Thl gaxe
HE TPe/ICTaBIIsellb, YTO TYT TBOPHJIOCH, KOI/IA TMOSIBIJIACH 9Ta Mep30CTh Ha HeOe. Beunsiii Jlec, —
BBIPYTaJiCsi OH, — CKOJIBKO 3ke Topsi Mbl Hateprienuch! Jlionu youBamm apyr apyra... Cembu pacriajia-
JIUCh. .. MHOTUM OBLJIO Jierde yOUTh WM yMEpeTb CaMHUM, YeM IpaB.y cTepreTh. Beab JoctaTtoyHo
3a7aTh HYKHBIA BOIIPOC, M Thl YCJIBIIIMIIB TO, YE€TO TaK OOsUICSA M HE XOTes 3HaTh. Te, KTO yMHee,
HE 3a/1aBajii BOIIPOCOB, HO OTHOLIEHHUS YK€ CTAHOBWJIMCH He Te. HUKTO M HUKOrJa He MOT IIPEeArio-
JIOKHTB, YTO OT MpaB/bl ObIBAET CTOJIBKO Bpesa. MIHOraa MHe KakeTcs, 9To 3TO Xyske ronofa. Jloau
JHEM M30eraioT Ipyr Apyra, CTOPOHSTCS, MOTYaT, 00SICh COONTHYTH JIMIITHETO. A HOUYBIO, KOT/IA ThI,
HAKOHEIl, C KEM-TO CIIOKOHO MOJKEIllb TIOTOBOPUTH, IyMaelllb: «A Mo4YeMy 3TO OH JTHEM He 3aXO0Tel
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obmarbes? 3ambinuiseT yero?». Hukro Hukomy He oBepsiet. Beunsiit Jlec, 1a 51 cam HU ¢ KeM THEM
CTapaioch He OOIIAThCA.

[lypo HanonHUI ceGe YalKy U TYT e BBIITUIL:

— INomuuis Pomu?

— Ilomnio. OH BMecTe ¢ ToOO# yiesn. Bpone roBopusi, uTo 1o KeHyIIKe C JeTHUITKAMH COCKY-
YUJICS.

— Tak BOT, cipocusI OH y 3TOW caMoOll JKEHYIIKH, XpaHWIa JI1 OHAa €My BEPHOCTb, KOIJia OH
MecsiaMM JIoMa He Xwi. [IHeM crpocuit — Korja Bpath Heb3s. Kak gymaenib, Kakod OH MOJTy4YuII
oTBeT?

Jluc nmpomosryas, BMECTO OTBETa MovecaB HOC — HY U, KOHEYHO, OOPOJIKY.

— [IpsAHCTBOBAJI OH OTOM HECKOJIBKO AHEN, — pofoskui lypo, — a korga BepHyscs, To 3apy-
OWJI )KeHy U JIeTel, KOTOpble, BO3MOKHO, HE OT HEero. A Ha CJIeAyloliee yTpo yke BHCe Ha COCHE.

[ypo nonHs yalky:

— 3a Pomu!

JIuc memmn:

— A TBI... CO CBOEH. .. — OCTOPOKHO HayaJl TOProBell.

— Ja. BoiOopa, Kak Tbl IOHUMAEIIIb, He ObLIO, — TUXO MporoBopu LIlypo, BeITHpast Karuii BUHA
¢ opdopoaka. — Jlymaro, OHa HUKOTJa yke MeHsI He TIPOCTHT.

JIvc noHMMaroie KUBHYJ M MOJTYa BBIITHIL.

— beum u takue, yro nonw3y B [Itnne Bugenu. Ipamo kak Tel, — nponoskui Hlypo, ocymms
YaliKy 1 HaJMB ellle. — 3a4acTHIIM MOHAYTy K HAM BCSIKME. .. TUIIBL. .. U TIPUBO3WIIM C COOOH IJIeH-
HBIX, 3aCTaBJIsAsl paccKa3blBaTh pa3Hble TaliHbl. HO MOTOM M OHM nepectany npuesxarb, Bedb CaMu
niepepyraimch Mexay codoit. Bor oHo kak, apyxwumie Jluc. [TpaBay, MOKeT, U LIEHAT, HO HE KaKIbIit
C HEH KUTb CMOJXKET.

— Hy a npomoiryats He mpo6oBasm? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS TOProBell. — SI3bIK JepkaTh 3a 3y0aMu
HUKTO HE 3arperaer.

[Iypo nmokavas roJioBou:

— A 9TO THI JOKQXEIIb MOIYaHUEM, eClii TeOsl CIIPOCST, K IPUMEpY, He MpeIalilb JIK Th?

JIuc He orBetw, Ha yto Lllypo Mis ycMeXHYIICS.

— W xaxplil pa3, korjga MNoJAHMMAETCs COJHIIE, B3sieTaeT 3Ta Bawa [Ituna? — nonHTepecoBasics
TOproBel.

— Vry, — 6ypKHYJ nopsaaodHo 3axMesneBinuii Lllypo. — Jlyuiie bl CONHIIE He TOSBISUIOCH, THEM
u 0e3 Hero CBETIO.

OHM mocMOTpeu Jpyr Ha Apyra U OQHOBPEMEHHO MPBICHYJINA CO CMEXY.

B komHary Bomuia Ters.

— Jloxwuce, moporas, — cierka samieTaiommmcst sa3blkoM rporopopui Ilypo. — Ml eme
HEMHOTO MIOCUJIUM, Thl )K€ HE IPOTUB?

— O, Beunniii Jlec, koHeUHO, HET! — OTBeTHIIA JKeHIMHA. — Pa3Biekainrecs.

Piomcu Obuta yBepeHa, uTo yBHIesa Ha JIUIIE TETH HeJOBOJIbHOE BhIpaskeHHe, HO OHO MEJIbKHYJIO
Y Cpa3y MCUe3JIo, YCTYIUB MECTO MPUBBIYHON I'PYCTHOM yibIOKe. Kazanock, HUKTO, Kpome Piomcu, He
3aMEeTHJI 3TOT'0, & €CJIM U 3aMETUJI, TO HE MOAAJ BULLY.

JIuc momHsI KyBIIUH U, YBUIEB, YTO TOT MYCT, TIOUYEMY-TO 0OpaI0BaJICS.

OH jtocTas HeB3payHyIo Oy THUTKY Y HATWII B YAIIIKHU T'ycTOW Oypoi kuakoctu. Craakuil apoMar
pasznuics B Bo3ayxe. Yallky, rjae noMeHblle BUHa, pUATeIb IpoTaHy1 Promcu:

— Ilep&u — HEMHOXXKO MOXHO. OCOOEHHO TaKOro HaIUTKA.

— 310 *e. .. — npunoaHs1 6posu lllypo. — [eretickoe!

Promcu He TpedoBasiock 00BACHSTH, ouemy Lllypo Tak ynuBuiics. [lerefickoe BUHO 3HAJIU BCe.
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JleBouka MTHOBEHHO OIIyTUJIa apOMAT MPSTHOCTEN M Yero-To JJACKOBOTO M 3HAKOMOTO. A Koraa
OTMWJIA, TIO BCEMY Telly Cpasy ke MpoOexaslo Terio, CJIOBHO OHa MOoMpoOoBajia Ha BKYC COJHIIE.
l'onoBa crierka 3akpyKuiach, HO OIIYIIEHUE OKA3aJI0Ch MPUSATHBIM.

— Hereiickoe, — yxmbuibHYJICS Jluc. — BpemeHa Hesnerkue, BOT U I0CTAJIOCh MHE TTOUTH JTaPOM.
Bssi1 661 GombIIe, — 100aBUIT OH C Aocanoi. — Ho MeHs onepeut OMUH. .. HEMPUSATHBINA THII.

— Henerkue? — nosropui Lllypo. — D1u cioBa He ONMUCHIBAIOT BCE KYTH.

— CroBa BoOOIIIE peaKko MOTyT mepenarh Bce. HazBanue Baieit qepeBHr — CUaCTIMBUMKY — HE
OYEHBb-TO MMOIXOAUT ISl TENIEPEIIHUX COOBITUH, — cka3au Jluc.

— HasBanue Besib He BUepa MPUIYMaJd, XOTS ThI IPaB, cefvac OHO 3BYYHT, Oy/ITO HACMEIIIKA.
Ho korya ciona npuiim repBbie IOCeNIeHIIb, 1 Obl He Halllel Ha3BaHus Oosiee moaxoasiero. [pen-
CTaBb JOOPABIIMXCS CIOA JIOJICH, KOTOPhIe BUIST MHOKECTBO 3/IaHHIA, BRICTPOCHHBIX U3 KaMHs1. Bce
MyCThie. 3eMJIsl POIsIas, a PsIoM 03epo U peka. Beunslit Jlec, koHeuHO, yx O0IBHO OJIM3KO, HY TaK
a rjae ero Hety? CuacTIMBUMKY — HE MHAYE.

JIuc cornmacHO KUBHYI.

— Ila 1 camo Ha3zBaHue CYaCTIMBYMKY TOXe cyacTauBoe, — Lllypo ycMexHyJics npu Takoit urpe
cioB. — HammonoOwue Ha3Banuii B rjapcTBe ['opoxa.

— U 4t0 obmero?

— 3Haenlb JepeBHIO 3arpbl?

— He cnbixan.

— A Pokot? — xutpo yinsionysics Hlypo.

— ThI 1 cam 3Haellb, YTO 3HaI0. MBI TaM OKOJIO Mecsia MPOBeJU. BHIrOAHO TOra TOProBaIy.

— Tak Bot, PokoT panbliie Ha3biBasicsi — 3arpbl. A 3arpamu JIEpeBHIO Ha3BaJl IIPEKHUIA TOJIO-
BOpe3, KOTOpPBIN TaM BjacTBoBasl — 3arp 3arpeOymmii. Ho korga ero koHKypeHT PokoT 3axBarui
JIEpEeBHIO, TO TIEpeMMEHOBAJI ee B CBOIO 4ecTh. Cy/isl M0 HEI0OBOJIbHBIM, U POKOTa CKOPO CKUHYT, U
CHOBa NEPEMMEHYIOT, €C/IU OT rojioga He ympyrt, — lllypo HemHoro nomonyain. — A Bor Cuacmius-
ynky, Pemna, Jlo3a u apyrue Ha3BaHUs HUKTO MEHATH He OyJeT, I0 HUX HUKOMY HeET feJa.

— Ilo uponun, CyacTivBUMKaM Be3eT ceiiyac MeHblile, yeM Tou ke Pere. ['onoma Tam noka
HET, — CKa3aJl TOProBeLl.

— Pazymeercs, npu ['opoxe-To, — npusHai ypo. — [loroBapuBaioT, B €ro HapcTBe paibl BCEM,
KTO ToTOB paboTtath. 51 OB ¥ caM Tyjia HaMpaBUJICS, HO Opora yx OOJbHO jajekas. Tam, KOHEYHO,
CyZs IO TeM ke ClIyXam, padoTaelllb TOJIBKO 32 ey, HO M ['opoxa Toxke MOXKHO MOHSTb.

— [ousrs, goporoi Llypo, BooOie MokHO Bcex Oe3 uckmodeHus. [loatomy s crapaioch HOHU-
MaTh JIMIIb T€X, KOro MOHUMAaTh BBITOAHEE ISl MEHsI, — CJIOBA TOProBIa MIPO3BYYAJIU CllerKa BKPaj-
YUBO.

— Kak Bcerna. Huuero HoBoro, — papHoay1Ho oreeT1 LIlypo, mocTaBuB OMyCTEBIYIO YaIlIKy. —
W uro xe TeOe BhIromHee ceivac?

— A TO, 4TO C TOJIOAHBIMHU JIIOABMU TOPTrOBaTh MOJIE3HEE.

— Ha stoT cuer He Oecrniokoiics, ceituac Tebe Be3zie XOpoIo OyeT, — 6e3paloCTHO MPOrOBOPHIT
Iypo.

— He coBcem. He Bce nepeBHM OQMHAKOBBI, — OTBETUII JIKC, pa3invBas B YallIKU BUHO. — Takux
nepeBeHb, Kak CyUacTMBYMKY, IJIE TOJIO/ TOJAbKO HAYMHAETCSs, HE TaK YK M MHOTO, U 9TO OjIHA U3
MIPUYUH MOETOo TIpre3/ia ax cioia. B OOJBIIMHCTBE JiepeBeHb U TOPOJOB Toyof] yke OyIIyeT BOBCIO.
Jlaxke MUMO TTPOXOJUTh OMACHO — MOPBYT HA YacTU. ['0JI0AHBIM JIIOAsAM TepsiTh Heuero. U y HUX Her
crpaxa. ['o51o/1 — BOT €IMHCTBEHHOE MX YyBCTBO. [lpyr, — TOproeii cjaerka u3MeHWICS B JIUIIE, 3aJI1I0M
BBITTWJT M Cpa3y ke MPOJOKIIL: — S BUJIEI, KaK TOJITA TOJIOA0IINX HAOpackIBaeTCs Ha TAKKX XKe TOp-
TOBIIEB, KaK s. A eCcTh JIepEeBHU, KOTOPbIEe BIOPY KJIAAOHINEM Ha3BaTh. BoucTuHy nomxopasiiee Oyaer
Ha3BaHue. TaM BOHsIET cMepThi0. MepTBble BaJISIIOTCS MPSAMO Ha YJIUIAX, U XOPOHUTh UX HEKOMY, —
TOProBel| MOHU3MI rojioc. — Kak gymaeliis, Ipyr, MeHs JIETKO HaIyrathb?

— Her, — oro3Bancs lypo.
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— A s ucnyrascs, — npusHaiicsi oH. — Kiisinycs Co3niatesniem, cka3arhb, YTO 9TO CTPAIIHO — HUYETrOo
HE CKa3arTh.

JIuc HeMOBKO MOHSIICA U3-3a CTOJIA:

— Toiiny 51 yxke, — OH cJIerka NMOKJIOHWICA M J00aBWI: — Bee XoTen Te0st CripoCHTh, JOPOron
[Iypo, THI He kaJieerb, YTO OPOCKIT TOPTrOBITIO?

— B Hacrosimuii MOMEHT, Kak 9TO HU CTPaHHO, HE XaJlelo.

Jlvic ynmuBjIieHHO MOTHST OpPOBH, TIOTJIAMB TOJBKO HOC, OOpOIKa OcTanach 6e3 JTaCKH.

— IIpoctu MeHs, apyr, HO HAXUBAThCA HAa TOpPe — 3TO... HeMpaBWIbHO, — oTBeTHI I1lypo. —
OcoOeHHO Kor/1a JIIAX YMUPAIOT C TOIOMY.

— 3Haelnb, 9To roBopsAT Yeptu? Ecium Obl moau He TOKHBI ObUTH yMupaTh, Co3iaTenb caesnat
Obl UX G@CCMEpPTHBIMU, — Ha ITyXJIOM JIMIIe TOProBIiia MOsSBUIACh HETIPUATHAs YXMbUIKA. — [Togymaii
HAJl 3TUM, JOPOrou JIpyr. B X cjoBax ecTh HEMHOTO UCTHHBI, — YJIBIOKA CIOJI3JIa C JIMIA TOPrOBIIA. —
Hacuer HenpaBmibHO. JIOJITO ThI CO CBOEH. .. CIPABEITMBOCTHIO MTPOKUBEIIb HA OHUX 3aTHpPyXaxX U
neniernkax u3 Jiebeap? [llypo, B Mupe Bceryia XBaTajio AepbMa M rpsi3u U Beerja OyeT xBarath. U s
ceiiyac He 00 UCTIPAKHEHUSIX W PA3MOKIIIEH OT JOXK/S TIOYBe.

Jluc ermie pa3 NOKJIOHWICS, TIPek/ie YeM YUTU. [IBepb 3a HUM 3aXJIOMHY/IACh C TTTyXUM CTYKOM.
[ToBucno momyanue.

Promcu permmiia, 4to JOTKHA YTO-TO CKa3aTh:

— Henerko emy. Toprosily, KOTOpbIil HE MOXKET JIrath.

— Emy? Jlucy Bce paBHO. CKOJIBKO s €ro MOMHIO, a 9TO JIeT KyJa OoJibilie, yeM Tede, OH HUKOT/Ia
He JIraJl.

— JIomkHO OBITh, OH OYEHb XOPOIIIUI YeJIOBEK, — MPeArnoioxkuia Pomcu.

— Piomcu, He Bcerja yeioBek, FOBOPSIIUI HeTllpaBay — MIoXou. Tak xke, Kak 4eloBeK, TOBOpsI-
I TIPaBIy, He 00s3aTeIbHO XOpoIuid, — Bo3pazwui Llypo.

— BbI Bejb HAMEpEHHO COBpaid BpaKKH 0 TOM TOJTyMecsiiie, YTO TOJIOBY MPOOWIL.

— A ot Te0s HUYero He yTauib, aa? — XMeIkHYJ [Lypo, HO 6e3 37100k — Takum crioco6om
s TIBITAJICSL ero oOe3omacuTb. Beb OH He B Mepy JI0OONBITHBIA. S 1 Tak He pal, yto Bpakku Tam
kpytutcsa. Ho BpeMeHa Takue, pUXOIUTHCS B3POCIIETh PaHBIIIE.

OH HEMHOT0 MOMOJTYAJT ¥ CITPOCHITL:

— Kak teGe y Hac xuBercsi?

— Xoporo.

— 41 pan. Most keHa... — HaYaJl OH, UMesl B BUAY TeTio. — B o01iem, He cepauch Ha Hee, ee TOXe
MOYHO TIOHSITb.

— Tlouemy s1 nOKHA HA Hee CepauThCsi? — JIeaHHO yauBUIach PioMcu, XOTs Ha caMoM Jerie
OHa BCE XOPOIIIO MOHSA.

Ee Bompoc Ber3Bait Ha qmrie Ilypo crnadyio yibioKy:

— ThI XOpoImast IeBOYKa, yMHas, U Mbl COBCEM He MTPOTHB, YTO Thl KMBEIITb C HAMH, — OH TTIOMOJI-
YaJl 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO J00aBMI. — Bee Mbl.

Promcu HepBHO crioTHyIa:

— axe ters?

— Jaxe TBOs TeTs, — ynsionyscs Llypo. — [ToBeps, eciiu Obl OHA HA CAMOM JieJie He XOoTesa, TO
TeOs1 OBl 371eCh HE OBLITO.

Promcu, oOmyMbIBast ero cjioBa, BEpHYJIach B CBOIO KOMHaTy. OHa XOTea mocTapaTbCst yCHYTh.
OT BUHa cJIerKa KpyKuiach rojioBa.

3aBTpalllHUi IeHb JOJDKEH ObUT CTaTh MHOTOOOeanImyM. Kup 4to-To npugymai.

Boiins B komHary, Piomcu noHsiia, uyto He onHa. Bossie okHa crosiia TeTsl.

— Kak BUHO? — pe3ko crpocuiia kKeHIMHA, He 000paurBasich K HEll.

— Ters... — Hauana ProMcu, HO Ta He J1aja e JOrOBOPUTD:
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— XomAT cityxu, IOKOMHBIN cTapocTa rnomorai BaMm. M korja ero... He crajo, MOry Ipejcra-
BUTD, KaK HEJIETKO MPHUIILIOCH Bamel cembe. OcobeHHo Oennenbko Piomcu. Bac Benp yacto Bugenu
BMecTe. Ckombko TeOe ObUTo? A, He BaKHO. YkKe TOoraa, HeOoCh, HpaBIIIUCh MYXXUYUHBI ITOCTApIIIE, —
TrOJIOC JKEHIIMHBI CTaJl IOXOIUTh Ha ImureHue. — Emie pa3 Te0si, Mpa3b, YBIKY BO3JIE CBOETO MYyKa,
I71a3a BblLapanaio. Thl oHsia?

Piomcu He Morma BueTh BeIpake€HHUE JIMLA TETU, HO THEBHBIN IOJIOC HE OCTABJISAJI COMHEHUI
— OHa He IIYTHT.

— Yro s Bam crienana? — mporopopuia Piomcu.

— Jlenaens BUA, YTO He MoHUMaelb? $1 ceituac 0ObsCHIO, — MPOIIUIIENa TeTsl, 3aMaxXHYBILIUCh
Ui yaapa.

Ho B mocieanuii Mur 3ajipoxaiia u OOHsiIa AEBOUKY.

Piomcu ourytuia ee cie3sl Ha CBOEH IIEKe.

— IIpoctu mMens, quts. KoneuHo e, Thl HM B YeM He BUHOBATa, — pbiiaia tets. — [Ipoctu Mens,
HECYACTHYIO.

Promcu Toxe 0OHsIIa TETIO, TEJIO KOTOPOM B3/IParMBajio OT PhIIAHUI:

— He BonHyiics, TeTs, s HUKOra Ha TeOst He 0OMXKaach, — IPOrOBOPUJIA AEBOYKA, ITIS1/1s B OKHO.

3a OKHOM CTOslJIa HOYb.

[uie [IpaBapl AaBHO yke He ObLIO.

2

Piomcu neperarnyna yepes pasiaraioleecs Telo KeHIIMHbL. YeM Ovke OHM MOofOUpPaIUCh
K YIaBLIEMY BEJIMKaHy, TeM OoJibllle MEPTBBIX BUAEIU. Tesa Jiekaau MOBCIoAy, HO ObUIM HETPOHY-
THIMH, JaXKe MOMYMECSIbl UrPAU cepeOpsHBIM CBETOM Ha COJIHIIE, M 9TO HacTopaxuBaso. Kup u
DpaKKHM ToXke He CTaJli OCTaHABJIMBATHCS, YTOO «OOOKPACTb» MEPTBBIX, 32 YTO PIOMCH MOTYAIUBO
no6sarogapuia ux.

— BoH Tam, — ykazai najabLeM TOJICTSK.

— Ho apipa cnuiikom y3kas, — Bo3MyTHICS Bpakku.

— A 1 vero, aymaeib, st Bac Opan? — orpesan Kup.

— 51 nyman, u3-3a Toro, 4To y T€0s cI0MaHa pyKa, — HEYyBEpEeHHO IPOMAMJIINI Bpakku.

— Her. 4 3Hau, 4TO A Tyga He Mpone3y, HOTOMY UYTO CIIMIIKOM TOJICTBIN, — CIIOKOMHO MPU3HAJ
Kup.

— Jlom crapoctsl, — PloMcu BbiaBuia mogooue yabioku. — SICHO, oueMy Thl pacCUMTHIBACIIb
TYT MOXKUBUTHCS.

Promcu ycriena 3a0bITh, Kak BBITJISIIEN JOM CTAPOCTBI M3HYTPH, XOTh U MTPOBOAMIIA 3[1€Ch MHOTO
BpeMeHHM panbine. K ceoemy croiy, Plomcn mo3adpiia MHOTOE, YeMy OH y4rII, HO HUKOT/A He 3a0bl-
BaJjla ero JoOpOTHI.

— MBI MOXeM PUCKHYTb OVH pa3, U OOJbIIe HaM He MOTpeOyeTcs Ja3UTh N0 Pa3BAIMHAM, —
Kup roBopus1 yBepeHHO, pa3Be UTo €ro IJ1a3a BblIaBaJIM KaKoe-T0 BHyTpeHHee OecriokoicTBo. — Cam
€ pacCKa3blBasl O CBOEM O3€epe.

— Jlom mycTyeT ye AaBHO, — 0TO3Bajicst BpaKkH, — He iyMalo, 4TO TaM OCTaJIOCh YTO-TO LIEHHOE.

— MHe u3BeCTHO, 4TO TaM HaXOOUTCH IIKATyJKa, a B Hel Kpuctamt — Hlernuymmii kunxan, —
oreetua Kup.

— Beunniii Jlec, s1 cam Tyna He nosesy, — IporoBopui bpakku.

— Her Bpemenu crioputs! — noBsicuiia rosoc Priomcu. — Ilone3y .

Omna nonwia K pasBaJliHaM I0Zl MOJTYAIMBBIMU B3IVIAAAMU MaJIbUMILIEK.

— Tel Benb 3HaJ, YTO 5 TyAA HE MPOJIE3y. .. — yCblllana OHa, Kak bpakku oOpatuics k Kupy,
HO OTBeTa ye He pazo0paJa.

OTpuHYB COMHEHHS, OHA TOJIE3TIa BO MPaK.

52



C. U. IlaxomoB. «Prommepn»

3abpaBumch B IpIpy, ProMcu OyKBasbHO yrana B KOMHATY, KOTOpasi HAXOAMUJIACh YK Yepecuyp
Hu3ko. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA IO/l HOTaMU TBEPAYIO NOBEPXHOCTh, HO HUYETO HE BUJEJA U3-3a TEM-
HOTHI.

— D10 BpoJe noaBaj, — OyATO YraJiaB ee MbIC/IH, TPOKpuyai ceepxy Kup.

HeynusurenbHo. Ilepexon u3 xapbl B X0JIO OKA3IC TOCTATOYHO PE3KKM.

— He ymmbnacs? — mpocyHyB royioBy, cripocui Bpakku.

Piomcu noassiia B3raa. dpipa, yepe3 KOTOPYI0 CMOTPEIM MajbyMKH, HAIOMUHAJIA MOJHYIO
JIYHY.

— Bpone Her, — mporoBopuiia oHa. — Hagerwocs, y Bac ectb BepeBKa.

Kup BeIpyrascs, nomMmuHas 4epra, 1 4TO-TO IIPOBOPYAJI B OTBET.

Jlaxe BHYTpH 4yBCTBOBAJIaCh TPYMHAsl BOHb, MaJIO TOTO — BOHSJIO HAMHOIO CUJIbHEE, YEM CHa-
pyxu. [T1a3a HEMHOTO PUBBIKJIN, ¥ BHYTPY OKa3aJI0Ch Ha YMBJIEHUE CBETIIO: U3-3a TPOOUBAIOIINXCS
yepes 11eu Jydei conHa. [log Horamu XpycTenan OCKOJIKM KaMHS U CTEKJIA.

Piomcu, ocTopokHO cTymnasi — He XBaTajlo MOpe3aThCesi, — 1U1a M0 MOABaly, [Jla3a yKe COBCEM
MIPUBBIKJIM, U B3MJIS [TOYTU CPa3y HATKHYJICA Ha JIeKalllMil TPyl B CUHEM OJesiHMU. PioMcH craso
HEMHOro He 1o cebe. Ha pa3ayThiM TenoM KpyKuiM MyXH. Y MepTBela KpacoBaJics Ha Iee Iyao-
BUIIHBIN 1IpaM. PioMcH cKosb3HYJIa B3MISIOM 1O €ro cuHeMy xajatry. “KauecTBo onexipl OTMeH-
HOE”, — MeJIbKHYJIA COBCEM HETOIXO/SIIAsT MbICTTb.

[Toxoxe, aakoner. OTKyJa OH 371eCh B3sUICS?

— Bce Oyner xoporio, — Tuxo mpodopmoTaia Piomcu, Hajgesich MogaBUTh HAPACTAIOIIUI CTpaXx.

Psanom c aakoHLeM Jsiexana ImKaryka.

— Kaskercs, Hamna! — BckpukHyna Provcn.

— OUIMYHO; TIOWTIX elle YTO-HUOY/Ib IIEHHOE U, IO BO3MOXHOCTH, HEOObIIOe! — 0TO3BAJICS
Bbpakkn.

Piomcu npucesna v oTKpbUIa MIKATY/IKy. BHYyTpH Jiexka ocTpblid KPUCTAILT, TOXOXKUI Ha OCKOJIOK
JIba, KOTOPBIA COBCEM HE MOXOAWI Ha KMHXKasl. Ho OHa moHsIa, 4To 910 OH, U BhIHYJa. Kpucrasmn
oKasaJicsl Tskesiee, yeM npeamnosaraia Piomcu.

Ho Onaronmapsi Koxe, HAMOTaHHOM, CJIOBHO Ha PYKOSITM HOXa, OH OTJIMYHO JIOKHUJICS B PYKY.
[ermuymnuii KMHXa MepesTMBaJICs] HEBEPOSTHO OOTaThIMKU OTTEHKAMH KPACHOTO, 3aBOPaKUBasI CBOEH
KpacoToil. PloMcu HEOXOTHO OTBesa OT HEero B3MJIs U MOJOIUIA K OJHOIN U3 CTEH, I1le OTOABUHYJIA
KyCOK KamHs1. VI3 TallHMKa JocTasia CKpPyYeHHBIN JIUCT OyMaru 1 HECKOJIbKO METIIOYKOB.

— IIpoctu. Tl Ob1 MeHs TOHSLT, — TIPOIIIENITAJIa OHA C TIEYaJTbIo B TOJIOCE.

Piomcu o6Bena B3rsaoM creHbl. Ha HeKoTophIX ele BUaHemch prucyHKU. CTapocta paccka-
3bIBaJI, YTO OHU OeCIieHHBI. PIoMcH He mMoHMMaia MX IEHHOCTH, HO C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM JTIOOMIIA Pa3IJisi-
apiBaTh. CBET Majiai Ha TOMITY OE3MKHUX CYIIeCTB, KOTOPBIE Cakasu AepeBbsi. Elle Ha 0HON MOKHO
ObLTIO PA3IISIIETh YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPHIH MOTydasl Med OT KAKMX-TO 'POMAJIUH. .. IJTH 3TO ObLIT peOeHOK ?
Piomcu B3IIsiHYNIa Ha CIEAyIONIYI0 KapTUHY U 3acThlia. OHa MOMHUIIA €€, HO JIMIIIb Cefvyac OCO3Haja
CMBICT prcyHKa. Her, 3To numb coBnagenue, ve 6onee! Ha crene HapucoBaiy MUHHUATIOPHBIE IOMAa,
Ha KOTOpbIE yIaJl YeJI0BeK C KpbUIbsMU. VI3 rpynu yenoBeka Topyai Med.

Bapyr coscem panom pasganics 3ByK. Plomcu onisHys1ach — M 3aKpryaJia.

YTo-TO BHYTPH TYYHOTO XKHMBOTA MepTBelia 3aqBuraiiock. CiauikoM Oombioe i yeppeid. U
Ternepb OHO MOJI3710 B €ro 1ee. ['onoBa MepTBela IepHynach, a BO PTy 4TO-TO 3axoans10. OH HanomMu-
HaJI YeJIoBeKa, Yy KOTOPOro YTO-TO 3aCTPSUIO B 3y0ax, M OH HEPBHO IHITAETCS BHIKOBBIPATH ITO S3bI-
KoM. B crnepyiomuii Mur rojiosa Tpyma ¢ HEUEI0BEUECKO! MIaBHOCTBIO TIOBEPHYJIACh, U YEPE3 POT —
pas3pbiBasi €ro U BhIIABIMBAs 3yObl — BBLIE3JIO, MIOXOKee Ha KPHICUHOE, PhIIblIe. Bce B KpoBU 1 ryCTOM
xuxe. CylnecTBO MPUHIOXAJIOCh U TIOBEPHYJIOCH K HEM, CIIOBHO YKOPSIS.

Piomcu cpazy ke BcmoMHMIIa ypoAlia — TBapb nojppocia. Bot yx Mep3kasi aakoHcKast Kpsica!

— Piomcu?! — paznancs ronoc bpakku.
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Cy1m1ecTBO MOKOCHIIACH HAa MaJIbYMKa, 3aryIsAbIBABIIETO CBEPXY, 3aTEM CHOBA NIEPEBEIO B3IV
Ha Pomcu.

— Yro cinyuniiocs?! — npokpuyan Bpakku, NpocoBbIBasi T0JI0BY BHYTPb.

— S Tyt TOUHO MIOCeet0, — mporoBopuiia Promcu u B3noxHyna. Ho 4yBCTBO TpeBoru HUKy/a He
MCYEe3JI0, a HAIIPOTUB — CepIe 3a0MIIOCh ellle CUbHee.

U tyT BHYTpUM Promcu Bee moxonozeno, a HepBbl CIATM OKOHYATENTbHO, KOT/Ia OHA CHOBA B3IJIs-
HyJIa Ha CYIIECTBO. YTOJIKU €r0 pTa MEe/JIEHHO TMOTUIBLINA B CTOPOHBI U BBEPX, PACTSHYBIINCH B MEP3-
KOM T0I00MH YeJIOBeuecKOr ynbIOKH. KpbIckl He MMemnH KIBIKOB. M yX TOUHO KPBICH HE MOIJIU TaK
yIBIOATHCS.

TBapb MOJTHOCTHIO BbUIE3NA U3 TpyMa. Y Hee He ObUIO HU TYJIOBUINA, HU JIAIl — CPasy U3 IIeH
POCIH LTyHasblia, MOX0XKHEe Ha MHOKECTBO XBOCTOB, KOTOPBIE U3BUBAJIUCH, Kak 3Men. HeoxumaHHo
U3 BCEX YIVIOB M IIeJIed MOMOI3IM MOJ0OHBIE TBAPU — MEHBIIIE pa3MepOM U TOJIBKO C ABYMsI 3Mee-
MOI0OOHBIMU KOHEYHOCTSIMHU, OCTaBJIsIsI 32 COOOM OJecTsIue MOJIOCKHU cv3u. TBapu ciierka HaroMu-
HaJI IMyrosioBKoB. Korzia orpomMHoe cymniecTBo B3peBesio, MeJIKMe 0COOU 3aluInaiy B OTBET, MYCTh
Y HE B CHJIaX MEPEeKpHYaTh ero.

Promcu 3acthuia, 605Ch MOMEBETUTLCS, OyATO Oe3elcTBIe MOIJIO ee 00e30macuTh. bosbinas
TBaph PE3KO Pa3BEPHYJIACh M UCUE3JIa, «<HBIPHYB» B POT TPpyMa. MepTBOE TeJI0 HAYasIo MOAparuBarh.
W BIpyr NMOKOMHUK TOJAJICS BIIEpe]l HACTOIBKO HEOKHMIAHHO, 4TO PiomMcu B3aporuyna.

370 BBIBEJIO €€ U3 OIENIeHeH! s, CKOBABIIIETO y’KacoM BCe TeJIO.

Merkue Ge3/1eiicTBOBaIIN, IepKach BAAJIH, CIOBHO OOSITHCH MOTACTb IO TOPSUYIO PYKY TPYTa,
KOTOPBIH, I1aTasICh, MPOIIIES HECKOJIBKO IIaroB U 3aCThUL

—3i?! Yro tam takoe?! — kpukHyn cBepxy Kup.

Piomcu kpaem r1aza 3ameTiia, Kak Bpakku, BUAEBIIUH TO e, YTO ¥ OHA, MOOJEJHEI.

—3i?! Yro tam npoucxoaut? — 3aopan Kup cuibhee.

Piomcn 3akpuuana B otBeT. Ho OTUasiHHBINA CTpax MpeBpaTuil ee roioc B Hepa3OOpUMBHIM
nenert. K Heit maran meprsen. CyIiecTBo 110 TOKAUYUBASICh, CITUIITKOM MeJIJIEHHO, CJIUIIIKOM HeecTe-
CTBEHHO, MpsIMO Ha Hee. Ho Bpsizl 71 €ro MeAIMTeIbHOCTh CTAaHeT MPOOIEMON JIsl TOro, YT0O MOW-
Marth JKEpTBY. 3[€Ch COBCEM HET CBOOOJHOTO MECTa, a MEPTBOE TEJIO OTAENSIIO €€ OT BHIXOJA.

Piomcu Kperko ckana KMHXaJl B APOXKAIIUX PyKax, HAIPaBUB €ro B CTOpOHY cyiectBa. OHO
TMOZIONLIO yxke Onn3Ko. Menkue mo-rpekHeMy JIMIb HaOmoaami. PioMcn rpoMKo 3aopaja u moode-
’asa Ha maraommid Tpyn. OHa Heanach B ToJIoBy, Jaxe He 3Hasl, IPUIUHUT JIM 3TO KaKOK-TO Bpe
yXke MEpPTBOMY Tely.

CymiecTBo 3aMaxHYJIOCh. Yiap oOpymmiics Ha PioMcu HEBEpOsTHO OBICTPO, B Ipy/b. [leBouka
yrajia Ha KOJIeHu. B oMep3uTesbHBIX MYTHBIX IIa3aX MepTBela OTPa3HIOCh €€ NCKaKeHHOe OOJIbIO
yuno. TBapsb BHIITISTHY/IA 30 pTa MEPTBOM IOJIOBBI M 3anHIasia. PIoMcH okas3anoch, 9To OHa Oy THJIa
37100HO€ HacIaxJeHue, 3ByJaBinee B nucke. OHa 4yThb He MOIaBIJIach PBOTOM OT BOHU. Ee BrIpBaio.

3t0 ee cnacJo.

Tpyn, yaapuB ¢ HEBEPOSITHOW CKOPOCTBIO, IIPOMaxHyJIcs. PloMcH kperrde cxkana KMHKaJ v MoJI-
HsiTack. Ho HuYero He ycrena ciesnath, MOMYyYUB CASAYOIIUI yaap 1 O0JbHO BPE3aBIINCh B CTEHY.
TBapb 3aMaxHysIach CHOBA U YK€ HarpaBuiIach K PomMcu, HO mpeaplayinas ataka 3ajena OJHy U3
6anok. Paznasncs rpoxor, Bce MOCHINANoch. XOpOIIo, YTo PIOMCH OTIIBBIPHYJIO B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.
OHa CTyKHYyJ1ach O CTEHY M Ha MTHOBEHHE TIOUTH MoTepsiia co3HaHue. [lagas, neBouka mpHKpbLIach
pykamu. Eciiu Obl He 9T0, OHa copipasia Obl JIUIIO.

Piomcu omyTiiia BHe3arHblid O0JIE3HEHHBIN TOTUOK B OOK.

Io ee nuiy moTeka KpoBb. PioMcu nonbiTanack MPUIIOAHSATHCS, YyBCTBYSI TOPSUYIO BJIary BO
pry. Ilepen rmazamu noremueno. Kaxaplii B3A0X JaBajics ¢ TSKKUM TpyaoM. PioMcu 30 Beex cui
cTapaJiach He MOTepsITh CO3HAHUE, ITO OBl 3HAYMIIO cMepTh. OHAa CMOPIHYJIA BBI3BAHHBIE OOJIBIO CIE3bI.
Crasiive BHE3aITHO HEYKJTIOKMMU TaJIbIIbI [IApaNaiv HOT'TSIMU CTEHY, TIBITASICh 32 YTO-TO yXBATUThCS.
Promcu ckonb3HyMa B3MISAAOM TIO CyIecTBy. Tpym Jiexkall, yCTaBUBIIKCH HA Hee ¢ YIbIOKOM. JIutib
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KOTJa B3IJIsI HEMHOT'O MPOSICHWIICS, PIoMcH MOHsIa, YTO MPHUHSUIA 32 YJIBIOKY pBaHYyI0 paHy Ha ero
JMLIe.

B ronose ryneno, u oHa He cpazy pa3oOpaiia KpHUKH, JOHOCUBIIUECS CBEPXY.

Ha Tom mecre, rae nexana PioMcu, Bajisiioch HECKOMBKO JparolieHHbix kamueid. Ho ceituac
ob10 He 10 HUX. CTpax cuibHee kagHocTi. OHA BCIOMHMIIA CBOM K€ CJIOBA: MEPTBBIM LIEHHOCTH He
HyxHbI. Wmu 310 Kup rosopun?

Tpyn 3aBannio, a MEJIKMX CyIIECTB OHA He BHUJENA. DTO ObLT IIaHC.

Piomcu cHOBa MoTbITaIach MOAHATHCS U BCKPUKHYIA, YBUEB TOPYAIIYIO Y Hee 13 00Ka pyKOsITh
KMHXKaJa.

— Promcu, Th kuBa?! — mpo3ByYas BcTpeBokeHHBIN ronoc Kupa. — Jlesb ciona, moka 1edst He
3aBaJIIIo!

W3 IpIpbI-JTyHBI CBEPXY CITyCTHJIACh BEPEBOYHAS JIECTHHUIIA.

— Promcu?! Yepr Ob1 TeOs1 modpan! Piomcu?! Ot30Buch! Thl crbimmiib MeHs ?!

Eil npuniock CriaoTHyTh, IPEX/Ie YeM 3arOBOPUTD.

— Ceituac, — eJie MPOCTOHAJIA OHA.

Ho Kup, noxoxe, ee yciblall.

— IIpocTo Kpenko yxBaTuch, s caMm TeOsl BHITAILY, — YBEPEHHO IIPOrOBOPHII OH.

YemocTh Tpyna BJIaXHO TpecHyNa, U PioMcH, OIIsSHYBIIMCH, YBUZENA, KaK U3 IbIPHI B €ro
rOJIOBE MOKA3aJ1aCh KOHEYHOCTh TBAPU. DTO 3PEJUIIE PE3KO MPUIANIO CHJL.

Kunxan oHa He crayia BHITACKUBATh, IIOHUMAs, YTO CEHYac 3TOro JIydllle He JeaTh, €CId OHA
HE XOYeT MCTeYb KPOBBIO.

JleBovKa MpHUIOAHSIACH, HE OTpbIBasi B3MJIsAAA OT TPyIa, KOTOPbIA 3a0MJI HOraMH, IBITASICh
BBIOpAThCs U3-TI0J1 TPYIIBl KAMEHHBIX OOJIOMKOB. Yaactcs i emy 310? He moxoxe. Ho ceityac Piomcu
yXe He Bepuia B TO, YTO BO3MOXKHO M UTO HE BO3MOXHO. Eil Hy’)KHO ycrieTb 1oOpaThesi 10 BBIXOAA
npex/e, 9YeM TBaph JI0 Hee 100epeTcs.

OT HanpsiKeHHs! ee CHOBA e/1Ba He CTOIIHWIO. XOTb 3peHUe CJerka 3aTyMaHUIoch, Pomcu
3aMeTUJIa, YTO K TPYIly HAYaJIM CIIOJI3aThCsl BHE3AITHO MOSBUBIIMECS CHOBA MEJIKUE TBApH.

Piomcu Tskeno nplmiana, M KaxIpld B3J0X COMPOBOXAAICS BKycoM KpoBW. Kaxpil mmar
6onbio. Ha Horax oHa crosiia HeTBepao, HO uATH Morsia. OHa HarpaBUiIach K BEpEBKe, yxke He oopa-
masi BHUMaHus Ha BU3r uynosuill. “Hanetock 310 He JlyHHast JIopoxkKa Ha TOT CBET”, — LlaparHyJia
MeJIbKHYBIIAsl MBIC/Ib, B KOTOPOU Bce ke ObUia Karuisg oOnerdeHus. JIeBOUKy yxke TpsIC/io OT OO,
KOTJa OHA MPeoosieBaa OCTaToK MyTu. HecMOTpst Ha X0J10[, Ha JIMLIE MPOCTYITUII TIOT.

Piomcu cmoTpena nuib Briepes, MbITasiCh MOTHATh HEMOCTyIIHbIe pyKu. Kperko cxBarumiia
BEPEBKY U MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA HATSKEHHE.

— BBepx, — MOHOTOHHO 1NOBTOpsiiIa Plomcn. — Bepx.

JleBouka mocieqHUN pa3 B3MIsAHY/IA HA TPyN. Menkue ocoOu TpbI3v IIEKH, MOAOO0POJIOK,
YeJTOCTh, TBITasICh OCBOOOIUTH CYIIECTBO. PIOMCH MOHsIIa, YTO 3TOT KOIIMAp elle J0Jro OyaeT ei
CHUTBCSI.

Kup Tammn ee HaBepx. OHa cribliaia, Kak ero JbIXaHhe BHIPHIBAJIOCh MEXAY CKATHIX 3yOOB,
TEM He MEHee OH He YIyCKal BO3MOKHOCTH BBIPYraThCs MPU KakaoM pbiBKe. [loyeMy-To OH ObLT
OfIVH.

Jlepxatbcsi 3a BEPEBKY CTOMJIO HEMAUTBIX YCUJIMIA, HO JKask/1a BBUKUTD MpUAaBania cuil. bernsaHka
60s171ach, YTO B TIOCJEHUN MOMEHT TBAapb-TPYI YXBAaTHT €€ 3a HOTY, HO, K CYACTbIO, OTaceHUsl He
oIpaBaaIvch. PioMcu NoTsHynack BBepx M cxBaTtuia Kupa 3a pyky, OCTaBMB Ha 3arisiCTbe MajbyuKa
KpOBaBbI€ ClIe[Ibl.

3a To BpeMsl, YTO OHa HaXOIWJIach BHU3Y, OOlaKa CryCTU/IMCh U Ha YJIHIIEe IOTEMHeN0 — HeGo
paspas3mioch MOIMHUSME U rpoMoM. Ho Promcu He crbiiiana Hy 3ByKa, KpoMe kaioOHOro BOsI UyHO-
BUIIl BHU3Y.
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OHna ynana Ha CIUHY Y JOTPOHYJIACh BSJIBIMU TPSCYIIMMHUCS Majbl[aMU 10 KMHXKaua B OOKY.
Bonu He ObLI0. DTO XOPOIIIO WM IJI0X0?

XOTb COJTHIIE CKPBUIOCH, HO, BHIOPABILINCH HAPYKY, PIoMcH sKkMypuiachk OT CBeTa.

— Yeprosa yeproBILIMHA, — Bbipyrajics Kup c HepoymeHueMm B ronoce. — Jlaxe npencTaBUTh
cebe He Mor... 5, KOHEUHO, 3HaJl — MUECTOTH, TPOKJIATHIE. .. Jla 1 Buaen Beskoe... Ho BoT Takoe!
Yro 3710 OBLTO?

— I'ne Bpakku? — cnpocuia oHa, TSKENO IbIIIA U MbITAsICh TPUIOAHATHCS.

Kup nomeymn ¢ oreerom:

— 51 6b1 MoOT cKazarh, YTO OH MoOexkas 3a mogmoroi. Ho He mory. Yeprosa [ltuna B HeOe. —
OH monoxu pyky e Ha tiedo. — He BcTaBaii, jiexku, 4to0 He UcTedb KpoBbio. M He oOmskaics Ha
HETO, 51 ¥ caM MCIyrajcs JO YepTUKOB.

— 3a yto MHe Bce 310?! Uem s 310 3aciyxkuia?! — oTyassHHO 3akpuyania Pomcu.

Omna KpryaJia U30 BCEX OCTABUIMXCS CWII. be3 BeXJMnbIBaHUM U cnies3. JIMiib Kpuk.

Kup crosin nepen Heil Ha KOJNEHSIX M OCTOPOXKHO Kacajicsl ee 3paHeHHOro tena. OH HeJOBKO
MIPUTIONHST ei ofieXk 1y, 1 PioMcu 3ammmmnena oT 60u: TKaHb MPUKJIEHIAch K 3aCOXINEH paHe.

— Kup, yx mpoctu, 4To 51 Kayioch, — MOMBITANACH OHA TIOIIYTUTh U, K CBOEMY CTBILy, 4yTh HE
3arviaKasa rnepej MalbYUIIKOM.

Promcu HeoxumganHO Juis ceOs 3ameTuia, Kakue Msarkue y Kupa npukocHoBenus. C kakou
HEKHOCTBIO OH O Hell 3a00THTCsl. Best HepUsI3Hb K STOMY MaIbuMKy OecciieiHO ucnapuiiack. Mcuesno
naske HanpshkeHne Meskay Humu. Cepprie 3a0unochk ObicTpee.

OnHM cMOTpenu Jpyr Ha JIpyra B HEJIOBKOM MOJTYaHUM, HE 3Hasl, YTO CKA3arh.

Promcn npunogHsnace. . .

— He Bcrasaii, uro Tb1?.. — iporoopui Kup.

..M TotiesioBasnia ero B ryosl. IlorenoBasa no-Hacrosimemy.

—70... 370 OBLIO He 00sI3aTeNIbHO, — IpoMsIMITIIT Kup, KpacHest, Kak OypsiK.

— 3Haio.

Piomcu mouynuiioch, 4To BOBCE Y HETO He THUIIBIE 3YOBl, a Oeltble U Kpenkue. Boinockl Masiburka
Ka3aJIMCh TYCTHIMH M KpacuBbiMU. Eif Hauano mepenmrbesi, Oynro Kup mokpacHen HaCTONBKO, YTO
BO3JIyX BOKPYT €ro Teja Hayal I1aBUThCs. CKBO3b 3Ty psiOb BUIHEIUCH IBE TOUKH IIBETA YXOAIIETO
COJIHLIA.

Ho paneme Promen norepsiyia co3HaHue.

3

AakoHer| orcraBui1 (pakes. BulTaluB KaMeHb, U3BJIEK U3 TaHUKA CBEPHYTBIN MEPraMeHT U
pasBepHyJ. B cBete orus nmepen HUM KpacoBasiach Kapta. Hemonro mymasi, OH BJIOKWI ee 00paTHO
U, MOLIAPUB, HAILIEJT IIKATYJIKY.

OH c oTBpallleHHEM YCTaBUJICS Ha BbIpE3aHHBIE HA KPBIIIKE CUMBOJIBI. AaKOHEL] OHATHUS He
MMeJl, YTO OHM O3HAYAIOT, HO OIMH 3HaK ObUI eMy 3HakoM. Be33By4HO mIeBess ryoaMu, MyKUMHa
BhIpyrajcs. B AakoHe Takoil pricoBaiv Ha MOTWJIax Mpejaresei, YTo0 Te HUKOrJa He NepepoauINCh,
OCTaBasiChb HABEYHO THUTH B 3eMJIE.

Crerka gposarieil pykoil OH OTKpbUT IIKATy/IKy. [IpUIuioch NMPUIOKUTE HEMHOTO YCHIIWIL:
BU/IUMO, €€ JJABHO He OTKpbIBaIM. Vn pyKu nepectaiy emy noBUHoOBaThes. [la u Mbiciu Omyx Jaiiu.
AakoHIly 3TO Bce HE HPaBHJIOCh, HO OH 00s13aH 4eJIOBEKY, KOTOPBII OTIIPAaBUII €ro CIofa, KU3HBIO.
ITpu 5TOI MBICIM OH MPOBEJ PYKOIl O IIpaMy Ha IIiee.

I'ne-to Ha ynuiie packaTuics T'poM, HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHBIM, UTO 3BYK €ro JOKATUJICA JJaXe B STOT
KYTKHIA TIOfBaJI. AaKOHEIl HEBOJIbHO B3POTHYJI, XOTh M ObLT He U3 poOKux. Terneps B OKpyre Bpsi
JI1 KTO-TO Cal.
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Brpyr — pe3kwuii, 00KUTalomuMi X0I0/, ¥ CHOBUIEHUE paccesioch. PloMcr Havasia MpUxoauTh
B ceOsl.

— Yoii-To y Hee ¢ poxei? — Mpo3ByYasl XPUIUIbIA TOJIOC.

— Bpone kak rpsi3b, WM pOIMHKY TaKHe.

— CrpaHHble Kakue-To. $1 rlie-To yxke CIIbIXasl O TAKMX OTMETHHAX, Ha CJIe3bl MOX0kuX. Kaxuce,
6aOKa MOs TIOKOWHUIIA pacCcKa3biBasa.

— Bpone kak 6a0Oka mokoiiHasi, a Tel HeT. Hecn Mommua: cibixast Tosctsika? JJoHeceM — BBITUBKY
MOJTY YHIM.

— Ha 1o u kopuma, 4T06 HaruThcs. TaMm, TymMaeTcs, U 4ero moxparb JaayT... TH-Tu!

— ¥V KOpuMapKu M CpOCHIIIb.

— U cniporry, kaHer, a TO Kak ke... TU-TH, BpoJe Kak ofHa TaM, Tu-ri. CKy4aeT, HeOOCh.

Promcu npuotkpsuia miaza. Ee Hecian Ha HocwiiKax. [IBoe My K4MH.

— Ma o1, XpUIUIBIA, COBCEM IypaK, BUAaTh. [laxke camble OIIMapeHHbIe Ha BCIO TOJIOBY THITHI,
HaBpOJIe 30JI0THIX, HE TPOTAIOT KOpUMAape.

— JIbIK 51 crierka Tosibko. Jla M KoMy [0 HUX ceiyac 1e10-To?

— Ceiiyac 0COOEHHO eCTb JIEIO.

— Jlagno-nagHo. 4 x momryTrI.

— Jla Te1 ObI ¥ He cMor HHUuero craenarth. [lomMuub Beap, ye ¢ HioxoM cTaso, Koraa oH Jpaky
xoreJ1 3aredaTh? He 3a0bl1, Kak ero KoJIoTwIo?

— 3abyzenib, ara! Tpscio Tak, OyATO ero KTo HEBUAUMBIN Y BCE MM UMET, TU-TH.

— Iymaercs1, Tak IOTOM U ObUTO, Tynel Ha Kopoua pyKy XoTes MOIHSTb.

— M-pa. T'oBopio Te6e, Cenoii, 3T0 Bce uepTadby npoaeaku. He 3ps B kopumax yacto yeprei
BUJIAT.

— HaxkmokaroTcs, BOT ¥ BUJAT.

— He 3Han, ye kopuma JHeM ObIBa€T OTKPBITA.

— Kakas teGe, B x)ory, pazHuria? Majnoi ckasai, Tyga HeCTH, U Tyla, 3HAUUT, uaeM. Bupgen,
KaKO# OH UpHbII? TOYHO MpaBy rOBOPHUT.

— Kak on moxet Bpath? [leHb xe.

— Ilo mHe, Tak BpaTh ¥ HENpaB/ly TOBOPUTH — paszHble Ben. Ceifuac Takoe TBOPUTCS, JTI0O0M
yMoM TpoHercsi. [IoMHIo, 3allyIi MBI, 3HAYUT, B OJHY XaTy, MOXHUBUTHCA yeM. bar! A Ha mopore
MYKHUK JIeKHUT — Oe3 Oamku. Bunate, 10 Hac yxe KTo-To noObiBai. [7spky. et Konomarcsi Bosie
6a0bl — MaTh, BUAATh, UXHsAS. JKMBOT y TOI pa3opBaH, a OHH MOTpoxa XKpyT. 5 um: ue TBopute? A
OHU: KallIKy KyIllaéM. YTOIaiTech, TOBOPAT, A5, KAlIKOM.

Hexkoropoe Bpem# 1uim monya.

— COexuT exenu, TO JeBKY He npuxBaTut. He Opocut oH ee; BUasl, Kak revercs?

— b-bpakknu, Kup, — ¢ Tpysom nporosopuiia Promcu.

— i1, manenr! Bpogne kak 1e0s1 KIIMUYT, — MPOTOBOPKJT ONUH U3 MYKUMH.

— Jlexwu, He BcTaBail. Ckopo mpodepemcs 10 mecta. He Gecriokoiicst, 10 XpUILIBIH, a 3TO. ..

— Cepnoi, — mpeACTaBUJICS JIBICBI MYK4YMHA.

— IToHumato, BOITpOC TIIyTIBIA, HO Kak Thl Ce0s1 YyBCTBYeEIIIb?

Ona ce0s1 4yBCTBOBaJIA TIOXO.

— XoThb norofa paayer, — oTBeTuIa Piomcu.

Ona BriepBbIe BHJEIa KOPUMY TaK OJM3KO: HE JETCKOE 3TO MECTO.

Piomcn ycnplmana, Kak 4to-To CKpunuT. W momHsma B3r/sa Ha AyOOBYIO BBIBECKY, KOTOpast
BO3BBIIIAIACH HAJl BOPOTAMHU, PaCKauMBasich Ha BeTpy. Ha movepHeBiieii OT cTapocTH JOCKe KpacoBa-
nock Ha3BaHue “Tuxuit omyT”. [log Ha3BaHMEM MMenach Apyras MejKkas Haanuck: Nemo me impune
lacessit!. YUrto ona o3Hauyasa, Pomcu He 3Ha1a.

! Nemo me impune lacessit — HukTO He ockopOUT MeHs Ge3HaKa3aHHO (s1am. )
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YeranocTh clioMuiIa ee, U IeBOUKa YCHYJIA, HO yke 0e3 CHOBUICHH.

%k % %

Piomcu ounynach B He3HakoMo#l koMHaTe. CTeHbl, IIOJI U MOTOJIOK — Bce U3 jepeBa. PaHbl
MOKPBITHl Ma3bI0 — IYCTOM, TETUION U Maxy4el, OJIeHOro JIYHHOTO IBeTa. 3arax MpHUsATHBIN, B OTIIU-
Yre OT OIIYIIEHUI, KOTOpbIe UCTIBIThIBANIA IeBOYKA. KOXy MOLMITBIBAJIO U CTSTUBAJIO, CUIIBHO XOTe-
JIOCh MTOYeCcaThCs.

Hecmotps Ha T0, uTo Ha ProMcu oka3anace HOBast UucTas Ofeka, a ee camy, IOXOXKe, TOMBUIH,
OHa MPOJOJIKasa OIIYIIATh 3arnax Kposu. Ee Bce elme Onia Apoxb MpU BOCIOMUHAHUH O KyTKOM
MOHCTpE.

[Nocrens Toke ObLTa YKCTOM, HO 3ACTUPAHHOM YYTh JIA HE JIO JbIP.

B komHaTy BolUIa cMMMaTHYHAas JAEBYIIIKA, XPYIKasi, HEOOJBIIIOTO POCTa, C OUYeHb CTPOMHOM
urypoi, He Moxoxasi Ha JiepeBeHCKuX. M1 0coOOeHHO OHa He MOXOAW/Ia Ha 3Ty Oe3JIMKYI0 I'Ps3HO-
Cepylo KOMHaTy.

— DTO KOMHATa ISl TOCTeH, KOTOPBIM HYXEH HOWIET, — CJIOBHO yraJaB €€ MbIC/IU, Ha XOIy
MPOroBOpHJIa KpacaBuila U obepHyaach kK Kupy. — He cranem Bo3Bpamarbcsi K TOMY pasroBopy, s
ke He Oylay MHTepecoBaTbCs, OTKyJa Thl TO y3HAN, — CKa3aja OHA XPHUIUIOBATHIM, HO MPUSTHBIM
rosiocom. — [ociie Toro Kak Thl MeHs1 0OpyraJl, s1 U He AyMaJa, YTO Thl BEPHEIILCS.

— He panu ceb6s Benp npunepcesi, — Oypkay1 Kup.

— INonumato, Ho, Kuipryc, He CTOMT MPUBOIUTH KO MHE Koro B3aymaercs. He Hamo, mubiii! S
Be/Ib TOBOPHJIA: JIAXE TO, YTO 5. .. IOMOraio Tede, He TOOIIPSIeTCS].

— IIpoctu, — mocnentHo OTBETUIT MAJIbUHK.

— Ipomano, n6o mooII0 Teds1, MO MaJIeHBKHI Jereell.

— 51 e mpocu He Ha3bIBaTh MEHS TakK !

— Tak, MOXeT, Ha3bIBaTh T€Os1 YEPHOPOTHIM? — MTPOTOBOPHJIA KpacaBulia. — Thl BeJib, POIHON
MO, pyraeuibcsl He XysKe JIO[eH, KOTOPhIX KOMaphl 3aKyCaJlH.

— Hocratouno Oynet — Kup.

— 4 He craHy Ha3pIBaTh Te€OsI 3TOM MIyNoi KiWdkol. Kupuyc, moimMu, MOMHUTh UMSI — 3TO
OrpOMHBIN ToIapoK. He cMmeit 3Toro He 1IeHUTb.

— WHorna s Te0s1 coBeplIeHHO He MOHMMalo, — OypkHys Kup.

JleBy1ika caenana BUj, YTO He ycbllllasia, U nepeBesna B3] Ha Piomcu:

— Kak t11?

— Jlyure, 6iarogapio.

— Ckopo nomnpasuibes. Thl HaBepHsIKa MporoJyiofanack. 51 Brepeble BUKY Apy3ell Kupuyca,
MpUYeM yAMBJIEHA, YTO OHM BOOOIIE Y HEr0 UMEITCs, — OHA paccMesulach COOCTBEHHOM ITyTKe. —
Tak 4T0 yrouy BceM, 4em 3axXOuelllb.

— Bce... yero... 3axouy?

JleByllIKa KUBHYJIA.

— Cbem, uTo gaguTe, — HEYBEpEeHHO poMsMIIIa PioMcu, HO ee )KMBOT Npy YIIOMUHAHUU €/1bl
3aypyai dojee cMeJo.

— 41 He u1y4y, — OHa norJisaesa Ha ProMcH B3ITISA0M alblX, Kak OCEHHUE JIMCThA, I1a3. — [Ipocu,
Yero XOuelllb.

— Ona mo6uT pridy, — moaan ronoc Kup. [Toxoxe, OH Bce-Taku CIyIian TOT pa3roBop ¢ bpakku.

— Pri6y. O, kak uHTEepecHO, OOJBIITMHCTBO Obl CBUHIONIKY TIOMPOCUIIA VT KypUIly. A KaKyio
UMEHHO pBIOy?

— B nHameii pexe Bonutcs ppida, Takas... ¢ YepHBIMU NATHAMU. MsICO y Hee KpacHOe-KpacHoe,
He OeJioe, Kak y 03epHOM.

— Ionsna, — xo34iika ogapuiia ee ynblOkor. — CKOpo MpHHeCy.
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OHa OTKpbUIa J1BEpb, 32 KOTOPOW OOHAPYXWJICS OIPOMHBII 3aJl, OTTyAa JOHOCHINCH T0JI0Ca,
CMeX U IIeHHe. A ellle MOBEsI0 YECHOKOM, KPENIKMMU HallUTKaMU U He MEHee KPENKON PyraHbio.

Piomcn Bnoxuyna 3anax. CJIOBHO BCsI CBEKECTb PEKM OUyTHIIACH B 3TOH 3alleueHHON phIOKe.

— 51 He mymana, 4To elme pa3 norpodyo 3Ty BKycHOTHITY. [la st BooOIIe He yMasa, YTo CMOTY
MOKYIIIaTh.

— Hacnaxpgatics.

— Kak BbI ee noiimanu? — PioMcH kamHO ena peiOy, He ycreBasi OYMCTUTh OT KOCTeH, OT Yero
Te OOJILHO KOJIONH el ecHa.

— He Bce nm paBHO? — nmoXasna mjaeyaMu JIeByIIKa.

— Hukto u3 MecTHBIX He ymeeT ee JIoBUTh. [TOKOIHBII cTapocTa ToJbKO yMmenl. Tak Kak Bam
9TO y/aaoch?

Kopumapka HEMHOTO TIOME/IJIIIIA C OTBETOM.

— 51 ee co3pnana, — IBHO HEXOTsI MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA.

Ena 3acrpsina y Piomcu B ropiie. Dto mrytka? Wnu Bpanbe? Hu To, HU Apyroe. [leHb — Helb3st
Bparth.

— BoI ymeete co3maBath peiOy?

JleByIlIKa HEOXOTHO KMBHYJIA.

— A Kakylo elrie ey Bbl MOXeTe CO3/aTh?

— JIiobyo, — u godasmia: — Kortopyio xoTh pa3 mpodoBasia cama.

— Oro, BbI ke MOxeTe... — Plomcu 3amsiack. — Celluac rojiofi, moueMmy Bbl HE TTOMOraere, ¢
BallIUM-TO J1apoM?

— D710 TpedyerT... CUJL.

— Ho Bce-Taku Bl MOXkeTe nomoub? BepHo?

OT sicHOM, 6e33a00THOM YJIBIOKM KOPUMAPKH HE OCTAJIOCh | Cliefia. A CIeayIolIre cJIoBa mopa-
3WJIM HE MEHbIIIE:

— A 3auem MHe 3107

Promcu cBena OpoBH, yCTaBUIACh B aJible OJECTSIIME I71a3a.

— Hy uto MoTumIItb-XMypHIIbCsa?

— H-Ho kak? Jlioau e yMUpaIoT OT roJIofia, OHM HYXIAI0TCs B IIOMOIIIH, — Ipou3Heca Piomcn,
cTapasich, 4TOOHI B €€ rojioce He MPO3ByYaio OOBHHEHVE.

Kopumapka paccmesiiach, 1 MEJIOAMYHBIN 3BYK €€ XOJOIHOTO CMeXa pa3Heccs 1Mo KOMHATe:

— Bceernga kro-uuOyap Hyknaaercs. [e-To 3asiii MOABEpHET HOTY, Ie-TO MTHUIlA 3aCTPsSHET B
cuikax. .. [loueMy st JOJDKHA TPaTHTh CBOE BpPeMsl M CHJIbI Ha TeX, KTo MHe Oe3pasiuyeH? K ciosy,
s1 OXOTHEE TIOMOTY 3afiIly, YeM JIIO/ISIM.

— Ilouemy Bbl HEHaBUIUTE JTIOAEH?

JleByIIKa rOpbKO YCMEXHYJIach ¥ Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI 3aMOJTIaIa.

— D70 He Tak. Y MeHs HeT K HUM 37100b1. HO 3T0 He 3Ha4YMT, UTO 51 IOJKHA UX JIIOOUTH.

— Ho y Bac ectb BO3MOKHOCTS. .. 51 pacckaxy Bcem!

— Ko Te6e nosepur?

— JlHeM ToBepsIT, U y Bac TOXe CIpocsT... [JHem. — PloMcu criennaibHO BbljIe/HIa TIOCTeTHee
cioBo. Ho, mpoTuB oxugaHusi, KopumapKka He UCIYrajiach yrpo3bl, U B3MJIsA]] €e HEOOBIYHBIX IJIa3
CMEJIO BCTPETUIT YIIPEKAOIIUi B3 PlomcH.

— Tlouemy *ke TOMBKO MeHsI? — A3BUTENBHO cripocwiia oHa. — [lyckaill cpocsT Topraiiei,
MoYeMy OHH CBOe TOOPO JapoM He paszfaaT. Y BooOie, eciiv Bce Tak 3a00TATCS IPYT O APYTe, ToYeMy
y Bac CyIIeCTBYIOT Ooratbie U Oe/IHbIe, yTHEeTaTe/Ii U yrHeTeHHble? [1J1s1 yero MHe BaM IIOMOTaTh, €CIN
BBl cami ce0e He moMoraeTe?

— Ipome Ge3neiictBOBaTH?
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— NHorpa, — ona cmepwia Promcn HacMeNUTMBBIM B3IJ1s10M. — Eciii Bojla B peke MyTHas, He
HYKHO YTO-TO MPeJIpUHUMATh. JIydliie CTOsATh B CTOPOHE, OBITh HEMPUYACTHLIM. U BotoeM cam 0uu-
CTUTCS.

Promcu, noenait, moxanyiicra. O6uaa Te0s He HAKOPMHUT, Kak 1 ropabiHs. Botock, yxe 3aBTpa
THI OyJIeIIIb JKaJIETh O CBOEM IMOCTYIIKe. JIydllie Moeris ceiuac, rmoka ecTb BO3MOKHOCTb, — OHA TTOBEp-
Hynach K Kupy, naBast noHATh, 4TO pa3roBop okoHuYeH. — Kupuyc, kak Banucca?

— Ee Her 6osbine, — cyxo orBetun Kup.

Kopumapka cMoTpena Ha Hero, He MPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

— IToatomy 51 1 XOTen y3HaTh y TeOs. . .

— ¢1 HMYero He CKaxy, — OTBET MOCJeI0Ba]I MTHOBEHHO. — $1 M Tak MHOTO I Bac cjienaja, — B
rojyioce ckBo3mia Moib0a. — [Ipoctu. CouyBCcTBYIO TeOe, HO s TIpaBaa He MOTY.

OHa nofoIIa K IBEpH, pacriaxHyia ee, HO He YIIIa, OOepHYBIINCH B MOCICAHUNA MOMEHT.

— BaM HyXHO yXOmWTh, CKOPO CTEMHEET, — OHa MPOTSHYJa eMy PYyKy, B KOTOpPOW Jiexkasa
MOHeTa. PloMcu HUKOTIa He BUjiena Takoi. — Kupuyc, BO3bMHU, 3TO MOAAPOK, — HEXKHO MTPOroBOPUIIA
oHa. — Beperu ee, u ona yoepexer Teds. He HyxHO Oosbliie ko MHe npuxonuThb. [Tpomaii. [Tporaii
" THI, Piomcn.

— Teb6e npaBna nyure? — ciipocuit Kup, crapasich He cMoTpeTh PiomMc B r71a3a.

— 51 ayBCTBYIO ceOs1 OTIIMYHO, — COBpasia oHa. JleHb JaBHO yrac, MeIJIeHHO IMOJHUMAJICS MECSIII,
¥ BO3/IyX MMOCTETIEHHO HATIONHSIICS TPOXJIaJIon. Bripouem, eBovKe 1 MpaB/ia CHIIBLHO MOJIeryalio.

O0a risageny Ha 3Be3/1bl. ProMcu moHnMaia, 9to iM O MHOTOM HYKHO TIOTOBOPHT, HO KEJIAaHHUS
HaYMHATH Oecely COBCeM He ObLIO.

— Hepxu, — Promcu nporsanyna lenuymmil Kunsxait.

— OcraBb cede, — 1006aBUII OH HECKOJIBKO CMYITIEHHO, a €0 rojioC CTaJl BAHOBATHIM. — Thl 3acity-
KHJA.

Hexkotopoe BpeMs onsTh MOTYAITH.

— YT0 MUMEHHO MPOU30IILIO C TBOEH CeCcTpoi? — OCTOPOKHO crpocuiia Promcu.

— $1 HaxowICA Taieko, ¥ He HAILIOCh TOTO, KTO ObI 3alUTHII C/Ia0yI0 IEBYIIIKY.

Promcu cTano HeBepOsTHO CTBIIHO, UYTO OHA PaHbIIe He 3aMeTU/Ia 00NN B €ro Tia3ax.

— He 3Haio, kakoro yepra, HO oHa ObUIa cyacmBa co MHOW. Co MHOM, nipeacTtasisenib? [Tpu
BCEM YEpPTOBOM JIepbMe, M3 KOTOPOrO MbI BHIOMpAJIHCh, OHAa Oblla cuacTiuBa. M neno BoBce He B
TOM, 4TO 51 ee Opar, — Kup pe3ko yMoJIk 1 mpoTsiHy) PIoMcH CBEpPTOK BEJIMUMHON C KYJIaK B3POCIIOTO
Myk4uHbL. — Ha BOT, nepenams bpakku.

— Xoporo. Torga A0 BCTpeyn.

— He ngymaio, uto mbl ertie yBuaumcs, — mpousHec Kup nociie koporkoro momyanusi. OH NOIIbI-
TaJICSl IPUKOCHYTHCS K €€ PyKe, HO B MOCTIeJHUI MOMEHT OyTO repeayMat. — Thl CKyJaelib 1o CBOUM
ponubeiM? Coxaeelb, YT0 He CMOKEIITb OOJIBIIE YCIIBIIIATh UX rojoca’?

Hexkortopoe BpeMs JieBouKa Iiisijiena Ha JaepeBbs. [Ipy cBeTe Mecslla OHU Ka3aJiCh 3aCThIB-
MU YePHBIMUA MOJIHUSIMH, KOTOPBIE KTO-TO B U300MJIMHM OOBEIal Ay THHOM.

— Koneuno, — oreetriia Plomcu. OHa He cTajia paccKa3biBaTh, YTO BUAMT U CJIBIIIUT POTHBIX
KaK/Iyl0 HOUb — OHM KPHYAT B ee KOoIIMapax.

Ha nopore nosasuiica bpakku.

— Kak TbI? — HEyBEpEHHO TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

Promcu He orBeTmIIa.

— 4 6exan 3-3a NOMoIIBI0. .. I Tak mepexuBall, — MPOOOPMOTA OH M BUHOBATO B3IVISIHYJ HA
Hee.

Promcn HM4ero He ckasasia B OTBET, OHa CMOTpEJIa B OKHO, HA HOYHBIE 3BE3/Ibl.
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— 3pst MBI TyjIa TI0J1€3711, — IporoBopul bpakku. — He crouio oHo Toro.

— Bo3MoikHO, 1 He 3psi, — HaKoHeI rnofaia rojioc Promcu, nokasas Ilemuymmil Kuuxai.

Ero aiblii 65ieck oTpasuiics B I1a3ax MaIbuuKa.

— VX Th! — BbIIOXHYJT Bp3KKH, € KaAHBIM UHTEPECOM paccMaTpuBasi HaXoAKy. — MoxHO?

— Hepxu.

— Kpacussiii. A kak 6necTu-ur, — ¢ A0Jei 3aBUCTH MPOTIHYT Bpakku. — Ail! — BCKpUKHYJI OH,
OTIEPHYB PyKY U YPOHMB KMHXkaJ. JIaoHb cpa3y ke MOKpbUIACh KPOBBIO, XJIEIyIel Ha noJl. Pomcu
yXBaTuJia MPOCTHIHIO U MPHKaJla TKAHbIO PaHYy.

— Yro cayuwiiocs? — y nBepeit nosisuics [lypo.

— Iope3sasics, — mpoctoHas1 BpaKKK, HEPBHO YJIBIOASICh U BeChbMa HeyOeIUTeIbHO U300paKas,
4TO eMy He OOJIBbHO.

Piomcu ykazana Ha kuHxkan u onemwia. OHa OTYETIMBO MOMHUJIA, YTO TOT JIEXKAN B JIyXkKe
KpoBu. Ho ceifuac mon ObUT MOJMHOCTBIO CYXUM, a Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH KPHUCTAJJIa HE OCTAJIOCh JIaXKe
KarlIu.

— Orkyna 3710 y Bac? — Illypo MeasieHHO B35JT KMHXKA U, YIUBJIEHHO TPUITOAHSB OpOBH, yCTa-
BUJICSI Ha apTedakxT.

— Hanwia... B pazBayivHax.

[Iypo pe3ko cxBatil Bpakku 3a paHeHyI0 PyKy U, CHSIB TPSAIIKY, IIOJHEC CBEUY K JIAJIOHU MaJlb-
YHKa.

— Yro 1B enaenb? — npokpruyasl bpakku. TkaHb yxke ycriesna NpUCOXHYTb K MOPE3Y U MPUYM-
HIWIa MabauKy 60k, [llypo 6e3 0ObsicHeHn# TUTIOHYJT Ha PpyKY ChiHa 1 ripoTep pany. Huuero! Yucras
KOXa, Taxe Oe3 HamMeKka Ha nopes3. Eciu He cunTarh pa3BojioB KpOBH.

—I'-rze... mos... paHa? — npotsHya bpakku. — OHa ncuesna!

— Ucuesna, — nogreepaui Llypo, kuBas. — HeynusutesnbHo — 1o [enuymmii kunxkan. Hacro-
smmil. Hanta B paszBanmuax, roopuiiis? — Ilypo cioBHO HackBO3b IPOH3MI € B3MIsiaoM. OH He
CTaJI IHTEPEeCOBAaThCs, OTKYAA y Hee YIIMObl M HOBas OfIEK /1, HO MOJIHEC CBEUY OJIMIKE.

— 51 ocMoTpIO paHbl, — OOBSICHII OH, — HET JIU 3apaskeHUsl.

Piomcu He Bo3pakana.

— CTpaHHO, BBIIVISAUT Tak, OyATO YIIMOAM HECKOJIBKO JTHEW, OHU TIOUTH 3aXKUJIH.

Promcu b noxana redamu. Eii He xoTenock paccka3blBaTh O KOpUME.

— Twt ymawnnia, Promcu, — onodpurensHo ckasan lypo, mporsrusas eit [lermaymmii KuH)at. —
ITO OYeHb CTApUHHAS BEllb U OYeHb lieHHas. B Jleree 3a HEro MOXXHO MOTY4YUTH 1I€JI0€ COCTOSTHUE,
HO § 3Hal0, KaK €ro BBITO/IHO MTpoJaTh M y Hac. Thl Mooz,

— Bepno, Te1 MOnTOquMHa, Promcu, — nopgaknysn bpakku, u Piomcu ycnblmana 3aBUCTh B €TI0
roJioce.

— Tlommum, — pacnopsinuics Ilypo, — myckait Piomcu otnpixaeT, HaMm 3aBTpa Jajieko UITH, —
IIPOrOBOPUJI OH U YIAJIUJICS.

— Iocroii, Bpakku, Tede Kup nepenas, — oHa MpOTsAHYIA €My CBEPTOK.

Bpakku pe3ko pa3BepHyI U ax 3aCHsI.

— Vx 1p1! CBUHOE KOJIEHO, — HO ITOTOM MOYeMY-TO CMYTHJICSI.

— IIpuATHBIX CHOB, BpakKH.

— U tebe, — mporoBopuit Bpakku, HO BCe elle OCTaBaJICs CTOSATh, IEPEMUHASICh C HOTH Ha HOTY.

— Emie pa3 npoctu, Piomcu, 51 He 6pocuit Te0s1, s1 JeCTBUTENIBHO Oeras 3a OMOIIIBIO.

Piomcu npucranbHO nocMoTpena eMy B I71a3a, KOTOpbIe Y HErO XBAaTUJIO COBECTU OTBECTH, U
oflapuiia caMou TI0Opo# yJIBIOKOM, Ha KOTOPYIO OblIa CIIOCOOHA.

— He BonHyiics; KOHEYHO *ke, 1 Bepio TeOe, — Toke coBpasia OHA. — §1 3aTIOMHIO TBOH MOCTYIIOK
Y HUKOTJIa ero He 3a0ymy.

Bpakku ymen, u Plomcu ycHya, eaBa IpMKOCHYBIIKCH K TIOcTeny. Bonpeku onaceHusm, eii He
CHUJIMCh KpbIchl. BepHee, He Tobko oHu. Eii cHmiics Bpakku. OH ccopuiicsi co cBOeil MaTeppio u3-
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3a Promcu. [IleBouka HaOmonana 3a HUMH Kak Oy/ITo co CTopoHbl. Ho MoToM CHOBHjIEHHE TIOTTIOTHIIO
ee MOJTHOCTBIO, MOCTETNIeHHO pacTBOpuB B cede. OHa craa ero yacTbio. CJIOBHO ObI TeTleph OHA — 3TO
Bbpakkn.

— ...0 HAC MOyMaii, — MPOAOJIKAJIa MaTh, — Mbl HE MOKEM KOPMHTh UYKHUX.

— OHa x He uykas. PonHs Belb.

— Hukakas ona te6e He pogns! OT Hee OIHO Tope — Majio HaM cBoero? To u3-3a Hee MOos
cectpa ymepia. M crapocTa, ¢ KOTOPbIM OHa BOAMUJIACh. DTa IeBKa MPUTATUBAET Oely.

— Ho, mam...

— 41 Bce ckazana!

C marepblo OeCrosIe3HO CIOPUTb.

Bpakku, morpykeHHbIN B CBOM MPOOJIEMBI, BbIIIET Ha ynuily. M TyT ke OTMaxHyJcCs OT repe-
)uBaHui. Kak-HuOyIp Bce yTpsiceTcs, 3TO MPOCTO ellle OIHO MpensiTcTBre. Eie oqHO MpHUKIoueHue.
DBpaKKY MOAHSI B3MIISIT M1 MUTOM TIOBECEJIel.

Pa3Be MoxkeT OBITh TOCKJIMBO O[] STUM JIa3ypHBIM HEOOM, MO KOTOPOMY ILIBIBET TO TUBHOE
roiayboe ceedyenue, npo3panHoe [Ituieit? PazBe MOXXHO ropeBarh, cocecTBys ¢ Beunbim Jlecom?
Benp 13-3a ero onacHOCTe LIEHUIIIb KU3Hb U IOPOKHUIIb KAKABIM ITPOKUTHIM JIHEM. A BEINYECTBEH-
HbIE CKaJIbl, KaKMe TalHbI XpaHAT OHU? BPIKKU He pa3 CIIBIIAI O 3araJOYHbIX Melepax BHYTPU Top.
Ero manuso k Heu3Be1aHHOMY, U OH paJioBaJIcs, YTO poauics B CYaCTIIMBYMKAX, B TAKOW POAHON U
He3HakoMo JiepeBHe! VIMEHHO 37ech K IyT €ro HeBeAOMbIe MPUKITIOUSHHS U CIIABHbIE TTOJBUTH !

BHe3arHo KTO-TO CXBAaTUII €ro 3a IJIe40 U TOTKHYIL.

— 310poB, My Oparteil.

Pa30ymeBaBimiicst BeTep BMUT CAYJI BCE €r0 I'pe3bl U OIyCTHIT BpIKKM K 3eMHBIM HEropasziam.
Oo6ugHo.

— Kak nena, Kpenmn? — Hexots oto3Bascs bpakku.

— Haxe He 3Ha0, Manbil bpak, gaxe He 3Haw. Kak Bcerga. KucHy B ome, moka Thl NUIS-
embcst, — o Kperma pacriibiiiock B yXMBUIKE, a KyJIak ckajics. — JIoJKHO ObITh, 4yBCTBYeEIIIb ce0s
0COOEHHBIM, TYJISIelIb, ]I XOUeTCs], TIOKa 51 JIOM OXPaHSIIO.

— Hymaeriib, ecy Thl CUJIbHEEe, TO MOKHO MEeHsI KOJIOTUTh? — 0TO3BaJicsi BpaKku, He OTBOAS
B3IVISI/Ia OT KyJIaka.

Crapimii 6pat MeieHHO puoKancsa. Bpakku 3axMypuiics.

— 1 GBI TONBKO pasioBaICs, €CIH O THI XOTh HEMHOTO CHJIEHOK HaOpaJl, TOJIbKO PaIoBajICs: TOT/a
Obl OCTaBaThCSI JOMA MIPUIILIOCH Te0e. ..

— Heuem 3ausTbesi?! — mpo3Byyvait rosioc otua. — ['ne Promcn?

Bpakku eqBa i He BIIEpBbIE B )KU3HH TaK 00pagoBasicsl 3ByKaM YbEro-To rojioca.

— [TonoBuKM YKCTUT, — HEXOTS TpoOyOHMIT Kpenr.

— ITomoru uam, — pacnopsiauiicsi OTerl. — A OHa IMyCKai OTIOXHET — 3aCITyKUa.

Crapmmii 6par nocaymHo yiiena. Ho Bpakku oTueimBo ycbliai ero pyrats:

“BedHO TammInb B HAIll IOM BCSIKYIO IpsiHb, OYATO AepbMO Ha OOTHMHKe. BeuHo tammimn”.

BpaKku npsiMo 4yBCTBOBAJ HEIOBOJILCTBO OpaTa 1 JOTaIbIBAJICS, UTO €ro OypuaHue He CYJIUIIO
Huvero n1ooporo. “TBou peun — Tede Ha IJIeun”, — IPOrOBOPUIT MBICJICHHO Bpakku.

Orer1 CKOJB3HYJ TI0 HEMY YCTABIIMM B3[JISIIOM U TOXKE YIIIe.

BpaKkku MesIeHHO OIyCTUJICS Ha 3eMJTI0 U B3IOXHYJ. «Kak ObITh gajbiiie?» — 3aaBajics OH
BOIIPOCOM, I'PbI351 HOTOTb U MBITAsICh COCPEAOTOUUTHCS — IJTyTast TPUBBIUKA.

Brixon kazajsicsi HEJOCTHKUMBIM, OyATO BbicOTa NMTUYbMX cTail. [lpaBma, Kup obemnan 3aB-
Tpa 4TO-TO UHTEpecHoe. IlocmoTpum. ABock noBe3eT, 1 BpaKkK HakOHel HalJET YTO-TO CTOSILEE.
Cozeprianue, Kak PioMcu MpUHOCUT OOJIBIIIE O3B, 33/ICBAJIO €r0 CHJIbHEE, YeM OH TOTOB ObLT cebe
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npusHatbces. [logymars TOBKO, IEBOUKA BUepa — B MEPBbIH ke AeHb MOUCKOB — 3apadoTalia yBecH-
CTBI MEITIOK 3€pHa.

Bpakku ocraBanoch HanesAThes, uTo Kup He moasener. «3adem BooOIie 310 Kupy?» — yxe
B KOTOPBIN pa3 cripammBai ceOst ManbuuK. C €101 y Hero sIBHO HeT mpoOieM. BpaKKy BBIILTIOHYT
OTPBI30K HOI'TS M TYT € CIIOXBATHJICS.

— [TomacTh-miponacTtk, — BHIPYrajicsi OH, MOYEChIBasl 3aThIJIOK B TIOMCKAX TUIEBKA.

Eme He xBaraso, 4tod Kakas-HUOyIbs BelbMa Haiia ero! Masio emy ropsi? OH ObICTPO MOI0-
OpaJt OTTPHI3EHHBIN KYCOUYEK HOITSI M CIIPSITAT B KAPMAIIIeK, YTOO IOTOM CKeub.

Ha Bpakku cHOBa HaXJIbIHYJIM XOJIOJHBIE TiepeskiBaHusi. Ckopee HOUb JIyHYy pa3OyauT, 4eM Bce
pemmtcs camo coOort. MiHora u mpaBia Xxoteoch B Beunslii Jlec moracTs, 1a TaM U CruHyTh. [ITHia
HE J]aCT COBPATb.

MBpIC/M MOJ3IIU CO CKOPOCTHIO CJIA00H YIMTKH U BCE K€ 3arOJHSUIU CBOEH ClTn3bio. MeieHHo,
NojI00HO TopIbIHe, OHKM co3peBaii. OKyThIBas M ycrokauBasi, Oynro cnaakuid rpex. Obemas coe-
peyb CTOJb KenaHHble MeuThl. U ryOsl Bpakku nmocteneHHo pa3onuiuch B yiabiOke. BUmumo, ockonku
HaJEKIbl Bee ke cpacTyrcsi. OTBET OKa3aycsl TAKUM OYEBUIHBIM, YTO BpIKKM yAMBHMIICS, KaK MOT
HE 3aMeTUTh ero paHbine. Eciu oH pa3godyner MHOTO efibl, TO OpaT HAKOHEI| OLIEHUT ero. A marb
NepecTaHeT JIoKanbBaThcs 10 Promcu. Pagocts erko coTper Bech Mpak UX TPEBOT.

A Bpakk# 3HaJI, re MOXHO pa3foObITh eay. YyBCTBO BUHBI HAKPBLJIO €T JIUIIb HA MTHOBEHBE
¥ OKa3aJI0Ch CMBITO APYTMM YyBCTBOM — MPEOIIYIIIEHHEM OJlarux IestHU.

[Noka oH 1mes, COBECTh BCE-TaKM ellie HECKOJIBKO pa3 oOpariayiach K Hemy, HO Bpakku Bepui
— 9TO MPOKAET, a JOOpoe AeI0 OCTaHeTCsA. BpIKKM nake MpeacTaBul, Kak OTel] — MepBbIi pa3! —
MOXJIOMAET €ro MO Tuiedy U cKakeT: «['opkych TOOOM, CHBIHOK.

Bpakku ¢ HeoxoTo# BbIIIeN co aBopa. Kak Bcerna, oH npeacTaBuil ce0st BHYTPH ITOXOXKEro Ha
OynaBy — Oy/ITO CyXOil IUIOJ MakoBOro IBetka — mapa. lap B ¢aHTa3zmsx ManbumKa 3aTsarubaja
3epKaJibHas KOJIbUyTa — Terepb HUKaKasi mopya He cTpaliHa. XoTs 3T0 He M30aBUIo OT 00U B HOTaX,
HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHOM, uTO Bpakku dyBcTBOBaI ceOs1 HEMOIIHBIM cTaprkoMm. [1pu PioMcu oH, KOHeYHO,
He kasioBajics. [1e % 3To BUAAHO: IeBOYKA CIEPKUBAET O0JTb, 2 MAJIbYMK HOeT? A B TOM, uTO Plomcu
ycTaBajia CujbHee Hero, bpakku He coMHeBaICsl.

Cocepckuii mec Jasiyi Tak, OyATO yKe 3aBTpa ero COOMPaIMCh CheCTh. XO0Ts Bpakku He cTalt Obl
nepeyOexaaTh ero B 0opatHoM. Tak kak He UMesT yBepeHHOCTH Ha 3TOT cueT. MaJlbuuK C KaJOoCThIO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha )KUBOTHOE: KOXa Ja KOCTU. BpaKKM Bcerna MeuTas o MIeHKe, HO Tereph 9TO Hero3-
BOJIMTEJIbHASL POCKOIIIb. XOTs ecii Obl TaKasi pa3bsipeHHasi OT rojiofia TICMHA OXpaHsiIa X JAO0M, TO
Kpeny He nmpunuiocs Obl CHAETh JOMA, M CTApIIMi OpaT Tak He 03700MIICs OBbl.

CorHie, oTpaxkasich OT OJIeIHBIX CTEH JOMOB, O€3KaJI0CTHO ciienuio ria3a. [Toka Bpakku men,
€My HECKOJIBbKO pa3 BCTPEYaIUCh OTHOMIa3ble YpOoabl-AurreHbl. Kazanock, MX cTaHOBUIIOCH OOMbIIIE
C KaX[IbIM JTHEM.

OpnuH 13 rUraHToB OE3MONBHO YcTaBWIICS Ha Bpakku. Bee ero smormu BhIMIsAEN TPeyBeTu-
YEHHBIMU B HECKOJIbKO pa3. Korja aurreH xmypuiics, To, Ka3aJloch, OH BBDKUMAET U3 CBOEH MOP/IbI
BCE BO3MOKHOCTH, YTOOBI ITOKa3aTh 3T0. Eciii Obl He OIUH 1J1a3, TPOMAHOE TEJIO U IMPEYBEIMUeHHBIE
SMOIIMH, OH TIOXOMJI Obl Ha YesioBeka. Ho 3Ta 4eoBeYHOCTh HUCKOJIBKO HE YITyulllasia €r0 BHEITHO-
cru. Jlaxxe HAIpOTUB, B HEH OTYETIIMBEE MPOSIBIISIIOCH €T0 YPOACTBO.

Jlumb 3aBepHYB 3a Yrojl M BBIUIS W3 TOJS 3pEHHs TUTTeHa, BpIKKM pemmics: CIUTIOHYTh B
ero cCTopoHy. BHauasie HEpBHO MOKOCHBIIIKCH Yepe3 Iuiedo. PaHbllle OH 3TOro He creaa BOBCe He
MOTOMY, UTO OOsIJICS pa3rHeBaTh OHOMIA30r0. Pasymeercs, HeT. U Bee e MalbuMK, pacTUpast HOrou
CBOIO CITIOHY, CHOBA OIAC/IMBO OMJISIENICS: HET JIM MOOIU30CTH JIPYTHX JUTTEHOB, YK OOJbHO MHOTO
UX Pa3BesoCh.

Bonbite, yem aurreHoB, Bpakku Tepriets He Mor uepteit. OH, IpaB/ia, ere H| OTHOTO He BCTpe-
YaJl, HO IPOCTHO HEHaBU/IEN, Be/Ib BCE TaK JIeNaloT. A “Bce” He MOTYT OIHOAThCA.
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W Bapyr non Horamu OH 3aMeTHJT BAISIIOIIMIACS Ha MBLILHOU JOpore MOJTyMecsI] — HaCTOSIIUH,
OTIMBAIONINI cepeOpoM. Bpakku yske xoTen nogodparh HaXOKy, HO BoBpeMs crioxBatuiics. Cokpo-
BUIIIE JIEXKAIO aKKypaT Ha MEepPeKpecTKe, a KakIOMy BEIOMO, UTO ITO 37ble BEAbMBI Pa30pachiBaIOT
TaKUM 00pa3oM MpokJiATke. [TornpoOdyii mogdepy — MOTOM KU3HL He MUJIa CTaHeT.

— Yt006 g B Jlec momat, 1a TaM U mporat, — BeIpyrayicst bpakku. — Majio He TOTpOHYJICS.

W nunysncst ObICTpee OT 3710CYaCTHOTO MECTa, a UTOO YAOCTOBEPUTHLCS HABEPHSIKA, UTO HE MOJI-
XBaTuiI nopuy, bpakku Bocronb3oBasicst Beunbim JIucrom. OH 1 Tak XOTeEJ TO ¢/iesaTh, YK OOIBHO
HE HPaBUJIOCh €My WATH Ty[a, Kyaa oH 1ien. Ho Huvero He nozenaenp, 1o el Wiu Mo KOJIEHO —
BCE PaBHO B UCIIPAKHEHUSX OPOIUTS.

Mautburk AOCTaT U3 KapMaHa CBEPTOK TKAHH M aKKYpaTHO BBICHITIANT ceOe Ha PyKYy MOTHIILHYIO
3eMJI10. 3aTeM IPOILENTal CBOU ONAceHUs, CIUTIOHYJI Ha JIaZloHb U pa3Besil HEropas/ipl 4epes IIevo.
Bpakku He ObUT CyeBepHBIM — BeJlb ObITh CYeBEPHBIM K HecuacThio. Ho JTHIHSS MpenocTOpoKHOCTD
HUKOMY ellle He noMernana. Jla ¥ KHUTb CTAHOBUTCS TOpasio MpOIle — €CJIM XOTh HEMHOI'O BEpHUTh
B uyJeca.

U Bpakku moBe3io. 30CHK ¢ Tapoi CBOMX APYKKOB ObLT 3/1ECh.

30CHUK HEYKJIOKE pa3MaxuBal MEYOM, a €ro IMOANEBaIbl BOCXUILAINCH KakAbIM yIapoM I10
HEBUAMMOMY MPOTUBHUKY. [laxke Bpakku moHUMaJ, 4To AeTH NaJKOW OPYLYIOT Jyyllie.

3aBUJIEB UAYIIETO K HUM MapHs, 30CUK MepecTas yIPaxKHIThCS — €CJIM 9TO MOKHO TaK Ha3BaTh
— ¥ BBI3BIBAIOIIE XMBIKHYJI.

— TonbKo *k BB Bce He 3abupaiiTe, — B KOTOPBINA pa3 HATOMHIIT Bpakku.

— He 6ouch, Brakku, — Ha ry0ax 30cuka BO3HUKJIA HArIash yXMbUIKa. — Kak 1oroBaruBajivch.
Berno, redsra?

PebsiTa XUIHO 3aXUXUKAJIN.

Bpakku ocmoTpesicst o cTopoHaM U Tiepeliest Ha ernoT:

— Tak unem nm kak?

— INorogu yyTKa, — OTMaxHYJICS 30CHK, BHITUPAs BCIOTEBIIMI J100. — [lormsaaum, HeT i aur-
TEHOB.

bpakku noHumaroiie KUBHYI.

— U BOT elrie 4TO, — MPOrOBOPHIT MEUHUK. — MBI caMH CIITaBUMCSI, & ThI TYT Oy/Ib — JIQJTyIITKuA?

— Tak Benib. .. — HaYaJ1 Bpakkwm.

— Bort u xoromo. Ha crreme nocrouiib — 3T0 3 camasi BakHasi 4acTh, — JJACKOBO IPOTOBOPUJI
3ocuk, xJonast bpakku no miedy. — TOYHO yBereH, 4To B JIOME€ HUKOTO HeT?

bpakku yTBepAuTeIbHO KUBHYJL.

— Kakas Oecrie4HOCTb.

Komnaiiika 3a crivHoii onsth 3arurvkaia. Ml oHd IBUHYIKMCH K JOMY, Ha CTapbIX, OKOBAHHBIX
W3bEACHHBIM PXKAaBUMHOM JKEJIE30M JIBEPSIX KOTOPOTO BUCEN BEHOK U3 UEPTOIOJIOXA.

Bpakku ocmotperics no croponam. Beunsiii Jlec 3a6epu, kakoe «Ha cTpeme»? Malnbuuk uyB-
CTBOBAJI 3aMellaTeIbcTBO. Bece qoMa mo coceacTBy mycTyioT, OH — Bpakku — 1axe JIMYHO moMoral
3arpykarb MOBO3KU STUM CEMbsIM, KOIJ]a OHU ye3kasid B 1apctBo I'opoxa. Bpakku nomopiumics:
HeyXeJM 30CUK C IMAKON XOTeM OT Hero N30aBUTHCS ?

PaznocanoBanHblid, OH CTOsUT Ha Pa3Ty/ISABIIEMCS] BETPY, HIYPACh OT MOIHSBIIErOCs Mecka 1
KJIyOSIIIIUXCS MBICTICH, KOTJla M3-3a JAJbHEr0 yIjia BHIBEPHYJ OrpOMHBINA cuiyaT. JlurreH? Bpakku
npucBUCTHYJI: ctoute. Ilaiika 30ocrka TyT ke OCTaHOBWJIACh, [eJlasi BUJI, YTO 3aHATA Pa3rOBOPOM.

Tem BpemeHeM 3I0pOBSIK pUOIMKACSI. BpIKKM cMOTpesT Ha Hero ¢ Josiel 3aBUCTH. JTO OKa-
3aJIcsl He IUITeH, a yesioBek. Ho kakoit 3mopoBenHbiii! [TapeHb — HacTosIas rpoMauHa, MouTH Kak
ST MPOTUBHBIE OAHOINIA3ble. BbIubs 111es1, OrpOMHbIE PYUMIIIY, IIIUPOUYEHHAS CIIMHA, BHITUPAIOIIAS
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OT MBIIIIL TPy/b. XOTsI JIMIO KaKOe-TO IIyNoBaToe, OYATO y TeX jKe AUITEHOB. A ¢ KaKOM JIETKOCTBIO
OH Hec 4YenoBeka! Y Toro, KOHEYHO, OTCYTCTBOBAIM 00€ HOT'M M PyKa, HO TeM He MEHee 3JJ0pPOBSIK
COBCEM He Hamlpsrajcs.

Boin 6b1 Bpakky Takoy 3710pOBBIH, OH Obl BCEX 3aCTaBIJI ceOsl yBaKaTh.

DBpakku yke BUIET UX OJHAK/BI, PSIOM CO CBOMM JOMOM. 3[OPOBEHHbINA MapeHb KPyTHJICS
BO3JIe cocesickoro Tica. C HUMH ObUT TPETUH — C JIBICOM royioBol. M IeBYOHKA — phIKeBOIOCas Kpa-
CaBUIIA.

TeM BpeMeHeM IpOMajvHA TMOJOKUI KaJleKy Ha 3eMJII0 U BCTAI B CTOPOHE, CJIOBHO HE TpH
nenax. Kaneka nmoxonusi Ha MepTBelia, KOTOPOro 3a0bLIM MOJIOKUTH B Moruity. HasepHoe, morpo-
IaiiKa v ero moBOJbIPb, pelui Bpakku 1, MOTepsiB K HUM BCSKUI UHTEPEC, MaxXHYJ PyKOU 30CHKY.

— ITouemy He mores ¢ HUMH? — IPO3BYYAT 32 CIIMHOM BOMPOC. — Beib ThI jKe UX MpHBe.

Bpakku ornsiayics. CrnipammBai Kajieka. MainbuuK, HEMHOTO TIOIyMaB, OTBETHIL:

— Onu 1 6e3 MeHs CIIpaBATCS.

Kaneka nasxe He mocmoTtpen Ha Hero. OH TOJIBKO B3[IOXHYJI, IPEXk/IE YeM 3arOBOPUTh CHOBA.

— HyxHO HaXOmUTBLCS B IIEHTPEe COOCTBEHHOM KMU3HU U HE TIO3BOJISATh UYKMM BBITECHSTDH CeOst
Ha 000YUHY.

DpakKku He Halencsi ¢ OTBETOM, JIake TOJIKOM He TMOHSB, YTO XOTeN CKa3aTh MOMpOIIaiKa.
Manbuuk CHOBa IepeBes B3MJIsA/ Ha napHei. Te Kak pa3 BXOIWIM B IOM.

JIBepy 3a HUIMU 3aKPBUIUCH C TAKOU CUJION, UTO CJIeTes BEHOK uepTomnosoxa. Cyxue [BETKU TYT
e TMOAXBATHII HEYTHXAIONIUI BETep M YHEC B IAJIEKUE Jalii — CTOJb XKe UyKIble, KaK U 1ykK0e Tope.
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I'naBa 4. I'n1aza, B KOTOpPBIX yMHpaeT MajJeHbKOEe COJIHIIe

1

— TyT HemIoX0, — POMKO OIOOPHIT CTAPOCTA, UTOO MEepeK pudaTh Oy P motok. OTONIU OH
YYTOUKY JIaJIbllIe, ¥ ero rojioc Obl eBa 3By4all. PIoMcH axe He clibllnania, Kak 3a ee CIIMHOW MTHIIbI
paayloTcsl BECHE.

Psinom mymena ObicTpasi U cepamTasi ropHasi peka.

Piomcu B3n0xHyna: HakoHel-10. CUJT UATU yKe HE OCTANIOCh.

Bo3ne peku, 1axe 4ToO MPOUTH COBCEM HEMHOTO BJIOJIb Oepera, Hy)XHO OOXOIUTh KAMHH, TaK,
YTO JIECATOK IIaroB MPeBpalaeTcsi B COTHIO (BO3MOXKHO, U Oosbilie, HO PloMcu noka cuuTaia Juiib
IO CTa).

— A 3a 4TO Ha TeOsI 3UTCS MO oTell? — HeITPUHYK/ICHHO cripocriia PloMcH 1 3eBHYIa.

[Moxamnyi, eAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO €il He HPaBUJIOCh B phIOAJIKE — 3TO PAHO BCTaBaTh.

— Tonbko TBO# oTen? — JIyKaBO YCMEXHYJICSI CTapocTa. — §1 paccYMThiBall HA Kyda OOJIBIIYIO
YacTh IEPEBEHCKUX.

Crapocra cerogns npeObiBaj B XopolilieM HacTpoeHUH. OH 000Kal pblOauuTh.

— Tak u3-3a yero? — Haxmypuia OpoBu Promcu.

CBHHOMNAC TIOXKAJT TIJICYaMMU:

— U3-3a gurreHoB, ckopee Bcero. §l HamepeBasiCsl MPUBECTU UX B JEPEBHIO U MPEJIOKUTDH
paboTy, HO, BUMMO, BHIOPAJ. .. HETIOAXOSAINEE BPEMSI.

Crapocra oTBevan 6e33a00THO, HO PIoMcH XOpoIIio ero 3Hajia ¥ TOHMMaJIa, YTO TOT OTOpYEH.

— Bceerna HyeH MoaXosAIit MOMEHT, — TPOrOBOPUJI OH, IMOATOTABIMBAS CBOIO XUTPOMYIIPYIO
CHaCTb. — B 3TOM Bech cekper.

— Cekper?

— Taitna, — mosicaun CBHHOMAC.

Piomcu Obuia GnaroapHa, 4to ero pyku 3aHsATel. OHa TepreTh He MOIJIa, KOrjla CTapocTa MyIap-
CTBOBAJI, IOIHUMAs! YKa3aTeJIbHBIN Masell.

— K npumepy, B [leree ectb mbiTKa, — npoposikan CBUHOMNAC, — KOT/A JIIOAEH KOPMST JIUIIIb
BapeHbIM MsicoM. be3 kar, nienenex. .. ToJabKo Msico. Bckope y HecyacTHOro pasmyBaercsl JKUBOT U
BCE BHYTpU THHET. [ OBOPAT, 60JIb HEBHIHOCHMASI.

Piomcu nomopimnacek. B CyacTBurMKkax HUKOI/IA HE CKPBIBAIY OT JeTel y:KacoB KU3HU, TOJI-
rOTaB/IMBast TeX K TPYIHOCTSIM ChI3MasbCTBA. “Eciu Oepedb OT HEMpUATHBIX CJIOB, HE YOepesKelllb OT
KU3HU”, — TBepauIIa moropopka. Ho nHoraa xorenoch Koe-4ero He 3HaTh BOBCE.

— XyTkoe HakazaHUE, — TOBOPHJI CTAPOCTA TOIIOCOM Oe3paIOCTHBIM U JasiekuM. — Ho rorpodyit
pacckaxu 0 HEM B JIEpeBHSIX, CTPAAAIOIIUX OT ronofa. [loHnMaerib, HaCKOIBbKO IJTYIHO 3TO MPO3BY-
ynt? MoMeHT. Beernia HykeH MogxoAsIuii MOMeHT. — TOHKYe I'yObl U30THYJIHCh B TOPHKOM YJIBIOKE. —
Jaxe 4ToObl yMepeTh.

Piomcu octopoxHO nofo1ia K peke, MbITasiCh OTHICKATh IPOYHYIO OMOPY /JIs1 HOT Ha HEPOBHBIX
kamHsX. OHa ONyCTH/Ia PYKH B BOJY M YMBUIACh, YTOO HE XOTEJIOCh CIIaTh.

Bona Oblia x0nogHOW U HEBEPOSTHO YMCTOM, a B HEKOTOPBIX MeCTax MeHWIach OeNoi, Kak
MOJIOKO, TeHOM. [ToTok Geskai ObICTPO U CyMOYPHO, C 3aBUXPEHUSIMU M KPYTOBOPOTAMHU.

Pri6a vHOrIA BBHIMPBITHMBATA U3 BOIBI, CJIOBHO HACMEXASICh HAJl pbl0aKamMu, He CIIOCOOHBIMU ee
norimMate. CeTu 37ech JIerko cHocuiio TedeHneM. Hukto B CuacTiMBUMKaX HE yMel ee JIOBUTb.

HuxkTo, Kpome cTapocThl.

— INoyemy murrensl BooOIe uayT K Ham? — Hapymmia Momdanue Promcu. — OcraBauch Obl
Bo3Jie cBoer TemHoi ['opbl.
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— JloragpIBaiock, YTO MPUXOASIT OHU K HAM HE M3-3a XOPOIIeH KU3HHU, — XMbIKHYJ CBUHOMIAC.

— Ham Bo37ne Beunoro Jleca... — Piomcu xotena mioHyTh, HO caepkainack. — Ham toxke 3nech
Hesnerko! Ml sxuBeM Onmoke Bcex kK Beunomy Jlecy! Oteri roBOpHT, YTO AUTTEHBI HYKHBI HaM, Kak. . .
JepbMeL0 Ha Mopore JI0Ma.

— Kakoii y 1ebs1 KpacHOpeuMBBIi OTell. XOTeJaoCh Obl Y3HATh, YTO OH TOBOPUT U 000 MHE, —
cKazas crapocra. bes 37008l

PiomcH, KOHEUHO ke, 3HaJla, YTO TOBOPHJI O HEM OTell, HO TIPeNowsia MPOMOTIATh.

— Ioxoxe, um erie Xyxe, pa3 uayT cioaa. S He npoiry Teds moouth qurreHoB. Ho eciu yx Thi
pelmia uX HeHaBUAETh, TO XOPOIIO Obl, YTOO TaKkKe MOHMUMAJIA U TIPUYMHY CBOEW HEHABUCTH. A He
npe3rpaja AUITEHOB MIOTOMY, UTO BCE TaK JeJIaloT.

Piomcu noxana mnjedamu, u3-3a 4ero 4yTh He YpOHUJIA YJOUKY:

— Oren roBopUT: «XyXke ITUITEHOB TOJIBKO YEpTU», — CKa3ajla OHa HEyBEpPEeHHO. — [lurreHoB
BCE He JII0OSIT.

— Jla, 310 TaK, — cornacuics crapocta. — Ho mouts HUKTO, eClii ClipOCUTb, He CMOXKET 00bsIC-
HUTb MPUYUHY CBOEH HEMPUSI3HU, KPOME TOM, YTO AUTTEHBI CJIETKA. .. HEMPHUATHBI HA BUL.

Cnerka? beith MOeT, CBUHOIIAC ¥ HE 3aMevall, KaK BBIIJISIISAT OHOIIA3ble TUTaHThI, HO PloMcH
UX TMpekpacHo noMHmiIa. O003BaTh TUITEHA ClIETKa HETIPUSTHBIM Ha BUJ TO K€ CaMoOe, YTO Hapeub
Beunblii Jlec HEMHOTO OIMacHBIM MECTOM WM YTBEPXKIaTh, OyATO TyXJIble SIHIa UMEIOT YyTOUKY
HeTIpUSATHBIN 3arax. CTpoeHneM Tejla U Iake YepTaMu JIMIIA JUTTeHbl, KOHEYHO, HAIOMUHAIIA OObIY-
HBIX MYKUUH, )KUBYIIUX B CUaCTIIMBUMKAX, HO ObLJIM HECPAaBHEHHO YPOIJIUBEE.

— ThI-TO HaBepHsIKA CMOXKeEIIb OOBSICHUTh MIPUUUHY HENPUSI3HU, — ChsI3BUIA PioMcn.

— Cwmory, — otBetis1 CBUHOMAC ¥ MPOTSIHYJ €i KPIOYOK, OOMOTAHHBIA 1IBETHBIMH TEPbSIMH. —
Haunewm c Toro, 4to He MOoOAT TUTTEHOB JIMIIb POCTHIE JIIO/IW, & TOPTOBIIBI M OOravyy MX OYEHb JIaKe
KanyloT. XOTs M Te He BCEI/a TEepIIsT... CBOe0Opa3HbIii TOBOP OAHOINA3BIX. [IUTTeH cuiibHee Jeso-
BEKa, HO paboTaer 3a Ty *ke riaty. [Jo6aBb ciofia ere BEepHOCTh U HaJeKHOCTb, M TIONMeIllb, T0YeMy
uXx npeanovuTaiot moasam. Ho naxe He otoupast padoTy, OHH, XOTh U HEHAMEPEHHO, MAKOCTSIT JIIO/ISIM.

— O yem TBI?

— IlpencraBb, 4T0 paOOTHHK OTKA3BIBACTCS] TPYAMTHCS 3a... JIENEIIKY, pacCUMTHIBAsl, UTO
XO35IMH MOBBICUT OILJIATY JIO IBYX JieTieleK. Beap y Toro, mo cyTtu, He OyaeT BbiOopa — padoTy HYKHO
caenatb. Ho TyT MpUXOASIT JUITEHBI — KOTOPbIE COITIACHBI pPaboTaTh U 3a JIeTlelKy . .. On-na! — Heoxu-
JaHHO BBIKPUKHYJI CTAPOCTA, MOJICEKAs U BHITACKUBAS TIEPBBII YJIOB.

Korga peiba mepecrana TpemnbIxaTbCsl, €€ MOKHO CTaJIO pasriIsAeTh nonyuiie. Plomcn 3aimo-
OoBasiach MOMMaHHOM peIOeIIKoi. Kazanock, CIOBHO KTO-TO pa3pucOBaJl U OTITYCTHII 3Ty PHIOKY
oOparHo. JKento-3eeHasi yelrysi ¢ rolnyOOll KaeMKOM, MOKPhITas YEpHBIMU TOUKAMH, CBEpKaia B
COJTHEYHBIX JTyuax. bonee kpacuBoii peiObl PloMcu He Buzena.

— INouemy oHa XBataeT nepbsi? — COPOCHIIA IEBOUKA — DTO KAKOE-TO KOJJIOBCTBO?

— Her. Bcero nmump ooman. Peiba qymaer, 9to B BOAY yIajio HACEKOMOE, M TIBITAETCS €ro
ChECTh, — IPOTOBOPUJI CTApPOCTa, Opocasi B MEIIOK CBOH yJIOB. — Jlydrie pacckaxu, 4To Thl TyMaellb
o aurreHax. MiHTepecyeT MMEHHO TBOE MHEHHE, a He TOJIIBI.

Piomcu K¥BHYa, BCHOMHUB yKacHOE OTHOIIA30€ YyoBuIle. IUITeHOB CTOPOHUJIUCH U HEHa-
BujieNU. BeroMHmMIa Takske, Kak JIOAW Pyrajrch Ha TUTAHTOB M TUIEBAJIM B MX CTOPOHY, & HEKOTOPBIE
aetr Opocasil B HUX I'Psi3b U Jake KaMHU.

TeM BpeMeHeM CTapocTa BBITAIIWII €1lie OJHY PHIOMHY — Aaxe MOOOJbIIE MPEAbIIYILEH.

Piomcn Hauana ycepaHee ieprathb yIOUKY, jKeJlasi TOKe YTO-TO MOUMATh:

— JlurreHsl MeHs MMyraioT, — OTBETWJIA OHA YECTHO M MpocTto. — W 3auem oHM BooOiIe Tebe
cranmch? OTer CYMTAET, YTO TOJIO MOXKET TOUTH 10 CUACTIIMBUMKOB M CKOPO HAM TOXe Heuero Oyaer
Kymiath. Tak eie u ¢ HUIMU JIeJTUThCS ?

— W3-3a ronona, Mmost MasieHbkasi Piommepu, oHM 1 OyyT MOJIE3HBI.

— Crpectb ux xouelsb? — nomrytusia Piomcu. Ho crapocTa nryTky nmpourHopyupoBat.
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— Haunercst xaoc, © MHe HYXeH TOT, KTO CyMeeT YCJIeAUTh 32 TIOPSIKOM. J[IUTTeHBl OTJIMYHO
TIOJOU/IYT.

— Ho pasge Bosnbinon ®ero u ocrajibHble HE CyMeIoT?

— Botock, uro Her. Onu mMectHble. CTaHET Xyke, ¥ MpUaeTcs ObITh...JKecTde. Benp monu He
3aXOTAT MOJYa YMUPATh OT royofa. YTod BBIKUTH, OHU TIOMIYT HA BCe, HA yKacHble Bemu. I Mue
HYXeH TOT, KTO TOXE IMOWJET Ha yKAaCHBIE BElIH, YTOO UX... YCMUPUTh. TPYTHO OBITh KECTOKHM,
eca Tebe MpUAeTCs HaKa3bIBaTh JIIOJIEH, C KOTOPHIMH JKUBEIIb B OJTHOM JIEPeBHE M KOTOPBIX 3HAEIIIb
ChbI3MaJa.

—Ho pasBe 6ey1a He crutoTUT Jiioei ? — yauBuiiach Promvcu. — Jltonu, HA000pOT, CTaHYT ApYKHEe.

CBuUHOIAC Pe3KO PacXOXOTaJCs W MOCMOTPEST Ha Hee TaK, CJIOBHO OHAa — PeOSHOK, OOBACHSIO-
WA CTAPUKY, YTO BHIMABIIHE 3yObl CKOPO BHIPACTYT:

— Kt0 yrogHo crnorurtcs nepen 6eqoi, HO TonbKO He Jiioau. [loBeps. Kaskapiii ipeamourer
AyMaTth O COOCTBEHHOM IIKYpe.

— Hans CeuHOnac, — HaYasia PioMcu, mpekpacHo 3Hasi, 9YTO TOT He JIIOOUT, KOrJa OHa ero Tak
Ha3biBaeT. — Ho Beb JUITeHbl MOTYT KOTO-TO MOKaieunTh. OHU He 0€3MO3IJIbIe 3BEPH, HO €CJTU KTO-
TO TIPUKAXET, OHU. . .

— Prommepu, s ke mpocuit TeOs1. JlecaTiieTHre IeTH Tak He pa3ropapuBaioT. Tede HyKHO CKpbI-
BaTh CBOW... M, — HEJIOBOJILHO IIPOTOBOPHJI CTAPOCTA.

— 41 e ¢ ToOOM, TYT OOJIbIIIe HUKOTO HET, — OTBeTU/Ia PloMcH, n300pa3uB HEBUHHYIO YJIBIOKY.

— Co MHOM. .. — ero rojioc cMsTumiicst. — Ho Oyb ocTopokHee, — OH B3I0OXHYJI. — VIHOrqa Jrydriie
npomoyark. [lornMaers? S Benp He mpoiy TeOs MPUKUABIBATHCS JIEPEBEHCKOMN Ty POYKOM.

Ero mryTka Toe He Halllla OTKJIMKA.

— 51 m Tak MeCTHBI ypoj, 4ero yx TaM, MOTy W JYPOUKOW MPUKHUHYTHCS, — MPOrOBOPHUIIA
Promcu. — Y MeHs1, KOHeUHO, Oy/IyT COTIEPHUKH, €CJIU Tl BCe-TaKU MPHUBeeIh AurreHoB. Ho, mymaio,
KOTJIa Te TIOKaJieyar napy-TporKy JIofiel, MeHs TIOMI00SAT CUJTbHEE.

— Jla, ckopee Bcero, Tokajeuar, — 33 JyMYiBO IporoBopusi CBUHOIIAC.

OH Bcerjia 3HaJI, Korjaa HEOOXOIUMO ee MOIEPkKATh U YCIIOKOUTbh, a KOrja MPOCTO TPOUTHO-
pHUpOBaTh.

— Ho kT0-TO mocTpagaet B JIOOOM cliydae.

CBuHOIAC MOHSIT YIWIAIIE, TIONPABUIT “MYIIKY” ¥ 3a0pOCHIT 0OpaTHO.

Promcu onermina. OHa He OXuIaIa, YT0 MOKET OBITh HACTOJIBKO IJIOXO.

— $1, KOHeuHO, mocTaparch CIeaTh TaK, YTOO KepTB ObLUIO TIOMEHBIIIE.

— Iocrapaemnscs?! — Piomcu ¢ ykopoM B3IJIsiHY/1a Ha Hero. — Ho Thl Bellb cTapocTa, Thl I0JIKEH
3a00TUTHCSA O HAC.

— Crapocra, — cornacuics CBuHonac. — KoHeYHO, He TakoW XOPOIIMiA, KaK MO Js/isl, HO YK
KaKOM €CTb.

B cBOUM necsTh JIeT oOHa C YBEPEHHOCTHIO MOIJIA YTBEPXK/IaTh, UYTO 3HAET CTAPOCTY JIyUIlle, YeM
KTO-100 Apyroii. Ho nake oHa He Bcerja MOHMMANa, Cephbe3eH OH WU IITYTHUT.

Crapocra paccmesiicsi, HO 3aTeéM er0 CMeX pe3Ko 000pBaICs:

— Beunniii Jlec! — Boipyrasicst oH, copBaB pbiOy.

Bce B CuacmimBUMKax pyraawch MogoOHsIM oOpazom. Ho ecnu nepeBeHCKHe TIOTOM CMavyHO
TJIEBAJIHCH, HE KeJlast OCTABJIATH JIake KPOXU ITOTO CJIOBA BO PTY, TO CBUHOIIAC HUKOT/IA TaK He JIeyIall.

— OH Benp city kUi ctapoctoit 1o 1edst. Bepro? — cipocuina Promcu, umes B Buay asiio CBu-
HoTaca.

— Bepno. OH ObLJ1 XOPOIIIMM YeTIOBEKOM — U CTAPOCTOM Ky/Ia JTydllie MeHsl. — Ero maJibIibl JIOBKO
MIPUBSI3BIBAJIN TIEPhsl HA HOBBIN KPIOYOK. — 7Kajib, 4T0 OH Moruo.

— OH 6bu1 KOTyHOM?

Crapocra KUBHYJI.

— U ero coxmim BMecTe ¢ OCTaJIbHBIMU ? — IPOJOJIKAJIA pacCIpaimBaTh Promcu.
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B nepeBHe x0q1JI0 MHOKECTBO CIIyXOB I10 3TOMY 1oBoay. OJIMH U3 TeX pelKUX CIyyaeB, Korna
JeBOYKA PaJoBAIACh, YTO OT JeTel Hu4ero He ckpbiBaan. Ho CBuHOmac Beeraa 3Hai1 OOJIbIIe OCTallb-
HBIX. Pa3Be 4o ere Kopou ObUT TAKUM K€ OCBEIOMJICHHBIM.

— Jla, — KMBHYJ CTapocTa.

Piomcu 3ameTniia, 4To ero nasblipl Ha4YaIM JpOKaTh, 1 OH HUKaK HE MOT IIPUBA3aTh “MYILKY”
K MOBOJIKY.

— INocnennss ero mpock0a — 4T0O 51 TO3a0OTHIICS O IEPEBHE B €ro OTCYTCTBHE. V3-32 3TOr0 MbI
3I0POBO MOCCOPUIIUCH. MBI BOOOIIIE YaCTO CCOPUIIMCH, — Ha Jivile CBUHOMAca MIPOMENIbKHYJIA TEHb
rpycTHOM yibIOKkU. — Ho 51 ero oueHs Joous1.

OH yMOJIK ¥ JOOABHIT:

— MB&lI Bellb Aaxe He MOIPOILIAIUCh.

— Yo Tam cnyunsock? — PioMcu 1aBHO XoTesia 00 3TOM CIIPOCUTD U ceifuac YyBCTBOBAJA, UTO
MIPUIILIO MOAXOSINIEE BpeMsl.

— KonpyHoB, nienureneii, BeOyHOB. .. KOpOUe TOBOpsI, BCEX, KTO BJIA/IEN XOTh KPOXaMH. .. CIO-
COOHOCTE, COOpaIi B OJTHOM MECTE H... COXIIIU. JKecToKo mpeaiy.

WX cuurtanu BceMorymmmMu. Bosimick, YTo OHM MOTYT JIeNaTh YTO XOTST. A 3a4eM MepeKuBarh,
€CJI1 MOXHO YOUTB?

— Ho B nepeBHe roBopumii, 4TO KOJIIyHBl MOTJIH JI€JIaTh BCE.

Crapocta (bbIpKHYJI:

— 310 Henpasaa. Tede Obl crie0BANIO 3HATH, YTO HE CTOUT JOBEPSTh BCEMY, O YeM CIIJIETHUYAIOT
JIO[IY, — TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS OH.

Piomcn ynuBmiace. [laxke 10 CYaCcTIMBYMKOB JOXOOMIIA MOJIBA O BCEMOTYIIMX YapOIesiX, XOTs
MpaB/ia 3TO UJIM CIIyXH, PACcITyCKaeMble TEMHBIM M HECBELYIIIMM JIIOIOM (KaK X 4acTo HazbiBan CBu-
HOIIAaC), OCTaBaJIOCh 3arafkou.

— Ho B sepeBHe roBOpAT, 4TO KOJIIYHBI MOTJIM YHUUYTOXUTH TOPY OJHAM XJIOTIKOM B JIAJIOIIH.
OHM TOBOPWIIM 3TO THEM, — MHOTO3HAYHMTENILHO TPOTrOBOPUJIA IeBOYKA. — [lHEM BpaTh Hesb3s!

— Hoporas mos Prommepu, A He yTBepkaa, 4To oHM Bpasid. Ho 1 He roBopio, 4To OHM pac-
CKasbIBaJM Mpapy. Jlioqy MHOrga paccKkasblBalOT TO, YTO CUMTAIOT MPABIOH, TO, BO uTO BepaT. Ho
9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO MX CJIOBA — UCTHHA. V3-32 IOMOOHBIX MBIC/IEH W CTPAXOB M TMOTHOIN KOJIIYHBbI,
norud Mou s, A 51 OCTaJICSI CTAPOCTOM.

— 3HaYHUT, TO, YTO UIMEHHO KOJIIYHBI co3nanu [Ituity, Toxe Herpasaa?

— A BOT 3TO KaK pa3 npapja. 3akJIMHaHKE YMUPAIOIIETro KOJIyHa UMeeT HEBOOOPa3UMYIO CHITY.
[IpencraBb, YTO MOTYT COTBOPHUTH AECATKH YMHUPAIOIINX KOJITYHOB. OHU MOCIIEJHUAE CUITbI UCTPATHIIH
Ha TO, 4T00 co3zath [ITHily, — ero B3misg METHYJICS B HE0O, — M HUKTO OOJIbIIIE HE CMOT OOMaHBIBATb.

— Tw1 XOpommii cTapocTa, — yabiOHy1ach PioMmcH, X0Th M Mofo3peBasa, 4To OH pacckasai Jajeko
He Bce. — JIiony 9T0 MOHMMAIOT, Jake ecy U CepasTcs Ha TeOst IOPO.

— He ymHuuail — getn Tak He pasroBapuBaioT. U s He Aymalo, 4TO JIIOOU JOJITO OyIyT MEHs
TEpIeTh, XOTh Sl U CTapaloch pagu HUX. Ho 310 K syurnemy. [TosiBUTCSI HOBBIM CTApOCTa, BO3MOXKHO,
JIydIlie MeHsl, — OH TMOAMUTHYJI. — MOXeT, 1a)ke Thl CTaHellb, KOT1a-HUOY/Ib.

— JeByuika... crapocroi?

— Yemy Th yausisenbes? [Jo moero asau crapoctoit Obuta Kapura-nenurensauna, — CBUHO-
raca ax rnepeiepHyJio Mpu 3ToM uMeHu. — OX yK crapast musiBKa!

— Tak TO K KOJIyHbS.

— Konnynss, — nonreepaun CeuHonac. — Ho s ke He konmyH. CTtapocToit BOOOIe MOKET CTaTh
KTO YTOIHO.

— PazBe? [];1s1 3TOr0 Belb Hy)KHA MY/IPOCTh, HY’)KHO 3HATh MHOTO BCSIKOTO.

— He coBcem tak, — moTHy rosioBord CBuHonac. — [tymnen;, KOHEUHO, CTApOCTON HE CTaHeT,
XOTSl... 1 M TYT He yBepeH. Ho HHMKakoil MyapocTH He HyXHO. 3aueM Bce 3HaTh? Jlymaerib, 1apb
I'opox uHTEpecyercs 4eM-To, KpOMe CBOMX pacTeHuid? 3ayeM eMy YMETb JISUUTb JIOJIEH, €Clu eCThb
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I[JIaBHBIN JIEKaphb... WM KaK TaM y HUX 3HaXxapb Ha3blBaeTcs? 3aueM yMETb CpakaTbCsl, €CJIU Y HETO
ecTb BoeBoza? 3aueM yMeTb KOBaTh, €CJIM €cTh Xopoumid koBaib? [Tonnmaems? LlapcrBom ynpas-
JISIeT He OMH YeJIOBeK. 3a/1aua ke 1apsi — Mojo0paTh TUX JIOEH U CIIeIUTh, BCE JIM UIET KaK HaJIo.

Ha 510 Promcu Heuero Obu10 OTBeTHTh. ITOMOTUaB, OHA CKa3aa:

— 3aro GoJiee CTPAaHHOTO CTAPOCTHI, Y€M Thl, TOYHO HE TOSBUTCS. [JUTTEHOB kajyelllb, a Ooram
MOJIUTBCS HE pa3pellaellib.

— ITotomy uto aurreHsl nonesHee 60roB. M yx TOUHO HE TaK OMACHBI U KECTOKH.

Piomcu noexunach, BCIOMHUB, KaK CIIBIIIANA, YTO AaKOHIIBI IIPHHOCSAT B XKEPTBY CBOUM OOram
HE TOJILKO JKMBOTHBIX, HO Ja)Ke JIIOIE.

— W1 omacHel Kak pa3 He Te OOTH, YTO BEYHO TPeOYIOT KPOBH, — CJIOBHO MTPOYUTAB €€ MBICIIH,
nporoBopui CBuHONAC, — a 10OphIe Ooru, Takue, Hanpumep, kak [Tpupona-Mats wim Cozaaress.

— [ouemy?

— TBoii orenl mpaB, — IBHO HEXOTs MPH3HAT cTapocta. — S cornaceH, uto Oega He 0OOUIET
Hac CTOpoHOH. M HyXHO y’ke HaYMHATh TOTOBUTHLCS K royony. Ho Bcerna HailyTcs JIionu, KOTOpbIe
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI UTO-TO NMPEANPUHUMATD, CTAHYT MOJIUTHCS, OKUJIAs1, 9TO HEOO MOIUIET CIIaCeHUE.
[Nonnmaernb, B yem onacHOCTh? B Haziex e Ha OOToB.

Promcu kuBHYa: MOHUMAIO.

— A s Bcerza 3Haja: 4to Obl HM TOBOPWJIM O TeOe, Ha CaMOM Jejie Thl XOPOIIUI YesIOBEeK U
TMOOUIII JKUTEJeH IEPEeBHU.

—Pap, uro ThI Tak cuutaenib. [To-HacToseMy Xopoliye MOCTYIKY — 3TO Te, KOTOPbIE JIeNaloTCs
BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, TJISIAUT JIM KTO, TOHMMAIOT JIM UX HAMEPEHUs U OLIEHST JIN UX.

Hexkotopoe Bpemsi crapocta mpucTaiabHO HaOmopan 3a OypHbIM TedyeHueM. Kasanoch, peka
yBJIeKaJia ¥ YHOCHJIA €r0 MBICIH 33 COOOM, TAJIEKO OTCIOAA.

— Buguiib, kak 6eXUT peka? — MporoBOpriI OH HakoHell. — [leTnsier u u3BMBaeTcs BJOJb rop,
mumo Beunoro Jleca. Kto 3Haer, kyna oHa yxoaut? Bo3aMoxHO, Koraa-H1OYIb UMEHHO Thl HApUCYeIllTh
KapTy ee MyTeleCTBHsI, — CTApOCTa YJIBIOHYJICS, HO €T0 JIUIO BHIIVISAENIO MEeYaTbHBIM U CYpOBBIM. —
Jlaxe mocJie Haiel cMepTy peka OyJeT mpoJoJiKaTh IIIyMeTb, FOpBI pacTy, a Jlec myrats. Jaxe nocre
HAIIero yxoJa HUYero He M3MEHUTCs. DTO BaKHO MOHUMATh. 3allOMHH, PloMMepH, 1o-HacToseMy
n00pble ¥ TPaBIJIbHBIE TTOCTYIIKK — 9TO T, KOTOPbIE JIENAIOTCSl He TONbKO is cebs1. [Toqo6HO Tomy,
KaK POIUTENIU CTPOSIT KPETIKHUIA JI0OM, HA/IESICh, YTO OH OyAET CTOSITh JIaXe MOCIe UX KOHYHMHBI.

OH e1ie HEMHOTO TIOMOJTYAN U JOOABHII:

— Tebe mokakyTCsl CTpaHHBIMU MOU CJIOBA, HO €CJT CO MHOM YTO-TO CIIy4uTcs, a TeOe Oyaer
HYXHa momoIip — ooparuck kK Kopouy. On no3adotutcst o tede.

It0 OBUIO M MpaBAa HeokuaaHHO. Bee 3namm, yto CBuHonac u Kopod Tepriets He MOTYT ApyT
apyra.

Piomcu 1 crapocta nopeioauniu ere HemMHoro. OHa MofMasa CTOJNBKO K€ PhIObI, CKOJIBKO U
Ceunonac. Ho oH, Kak Bcerjaa, otaan e cBoo. EMy Oosbilie HpaBUIOCh PhIOAYHTh, YeM €CTh CBOM
YJIOB.

Dro ObUT MOCTeAHUN pa3, Korga PioMmcu Buena crapocty. 3ateM ero He ctajno. OHU Jaxe He
TMIOTPOIIAJIHCH.

2

besxanoctHoe conHile TEP3aJIO KOKY KapoM SKOOBI ymeamero Jiera. HOXO)KC, OHO pacIipaBu-
JIOCb C OCCHBIO U TCTIEPH 0OMaHBIBAJIO BCEX, IIOKAa3bIBAACHh B €€ IIKYPEC. HpOXJ’I&)IHbeI BETEPOK, 6y,ILTO
CroBOpUBHIUCH C HUM, JIACKAJI JIMIIO JIMIIb MT'HOBEHHUE, a 3aTEM, HO68.IIOBaB, HaJoJro ucyesal.

Promcu mioxo ceos YyBCTBOBAJIA. Xot4a PpaHbl YK€ ITOYTU HE 6OJ'ICJ'II/I, HO TEJIO HY’KIAJIOCh B
oTapixe. Bcio HOUb el CHUJIUCh Kommapsbl. Yro, BIIPOYEM, HE YAUBUTEIILHO. HCPC)KI/ITOFO 3a NocJIea-
HEE BpEMA OBLIIO JOCTaTO4YHO, 4100 HaJOJITO JIMIIWUTH €€ IIPUATHBIX CHOBHHCHHﬁ.
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Piomcu u Ilypo Bbiium u3 CuactimBurkoB. VX nyTs siexan B ctopoHy Beunoro Jleca.

Bronb moporu oHM yBUAENM TOJITY JUITEHOB. [ MTaHTHI CHIEIM Ha 3eMJe: KTO-TO OOIIaics,
KTO-TO CIaJjl, HEKOTOPbIE MOIHSINCh, POBOKAsS UX B3IVIAAAMHU.

— Ect po6ota? — iporypiesn ofiiH U3 HUX.

[Iypo mpourHopupoBas BOIpoc, Mojya 1maras Aajblie, PloMcu nocienosania ero npumMepy.

— CamuM XpaTh HEYero, ellle uX TyT He XBaTalo, — Mpodypuai orer; bpakku. — Takoe 4yBCTBO,
YTO BCEM CKOMMIIEM CIOfIa TIPUIIEPIUCh, KOTIa YCIbImaiy, YTo B CYacTIIMBUMKAX JUTTEHOB OepyT
Ha pabory.

Bonbuie o HUUero He ckasail.

Bpanu, co croponst IIkyponeposoii Pomum, u3 mpaka Beunoro Jleca nmognumanach poraras
ckana. ProMcu BcrioMHuMIIa, Kak CTpaHHBIM Kajeka 3Ball ee Tyla, ey 4to ciyuutces. Tonpko Promen
He 3HaJIa, KaKue 3TO JOJKHBI BOHUKHYTH ITPOOIeMbl, 4T0O OHa modesxasia B ctopoHy Beunoro Jleca.

— MbI uzieM K TOMY 4YeJIOBEKY, C KOTOPBIM Bbl BUuepa OOIIAINCh? — HApyIIiiia OHa MOJTYaHHe. —
OH Bejb TOproeeii, BepHO?

— BepHo, — orBetuin llypo, ornsHyBimmck. — Korma-to mbl 06a ObUTH TOProBIIAMH.

— Bbl nepecranu ToproBath U3-3a cembu?

— He coBcemM, TouHee, oTuacTu. Bee n3MeHMI0Ch, KOT/Ia MO TIEPBbIN ChIH 3a00J1e CTPAIIHON
O0JIe3HBIO.

— Kpenn?

[Iypo MenneHHo 3aMOoTaJl TOJIOBOMA:

— Kpenr — cpeanuii cbiH.

— Ho 51 He Bugena Baiero crapiuero... — PioMcu 3anHynack. OHa Bce NOHSLIA.

— BBITh TOProBIieM — 3HAUMT BCe BPeMsI Iy TeIIeCTBOBATh. ByIyun psiioM € CBIHOM, 51 Obl HUYEM
He cMor emy rnomoub. Ckopee Bcero, HIKTo He cMor Obl. BonesHb Oblia... Hemsneunmoil. Ho MHe
CJIEIOBAJIO HAXOAUTBCS PSAJIOM, — FOJIOC MY:KUMHBI HajyioMuics. — [To3xe s MHOroe nepeocMBbICINII
Y el 4To Beerja Oyay co CBOeH ceMbeil, B Tope WM B paloCTH.

Piomcu kuBHy1a. Eif HauMHam HpaBUTBHCS 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

— 31, Promcun, — nporoBoput oH. — Thl Bellb Tenepb TOXkE YacCTh HAILLIEW CEMbU.

[lypo maxe He MpeACTaBIIsLI, KAKyl0 OHa MCMbITaa OaroqapHOCTh 3a 3TU cioBa. Kak BaxHO
MMETb PAJOM JIOZIEH, KOTOpbIE 3HAIOT, YTO Thl nepexul. Jlionei, KoTopbiM Thl HykeH. Y 31Tu moau
OTKPBUIY €11 JBEPLY B CBOIO CEMBIO.

Hecmotps Ha camouyBcTBUE, Promcu Teneps marana B passl jJerye. Ho Illypo nouemy-to HepB-
HHUYaJI ¥ BCe BpeMsi KOCWIICS Ha3a/l. Promcu npocieauia 3a ero B3rIsA0M U OCTOPOKHO OOepHY/IaCh.

3a HUMU CIIEAOBAIN KaKUE-TO TUIILL.

— [o Hatm pymm, — Hlypo cnerka npunoaHsut Menok. — TouHee, 3a HUM. YBA3aJIMCh 32 HAMU,
KaK TOJIbKO MbI IOKMHYJIM JepeBHI0. He octanaBnuBaemcs.

Piomcu uyBcTBOBasIa OTUAsSIHHYIO HAJEk/1y B €ro rojioce. B 3Toi IiIyliy OHM CIOBHO MOJApOK
TSI TpaOuTeNeH.

PiomcH yke npuBbIKIIa, YTO MTHOBEHbSI €€ y/1auu KpaiiHe PeIKK U CKOPOTEYHBI.

Omna axe cMupuiIach C TeM, YTO OJUH 3aKOHUYMBIIMICS KOIIMAap HAaBEPHSKA CMEHUTCS] HOBBIM.
Ho tak ckopo?!

[ypo kpenye yxBaTUIICS 32 MEILOK:

— Kaxk TbI cebs1 uyBCTBYEIIb?

OH BriepBbIe IOMHTEPECOBAJICS €€ CAMOYYBCTBUEM, XOTS CEYac OHa BIIVIsJENA yke HAMHOTO
Jydlue.

— Bexarp cmory, — orBeTriia PloMmcu, crapasich OBEpUTh CBOMM ke ciioBaM. OHa OHUMAaJIa,
K YeMy ero BOIpoC.

[ypo xuBHYJ, 1 OHU pBaHy/IU. KyCThI M JepeBbs 3aMeNIbKaIN Nepe]] [NIa3aMu.
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[Iypo ObLT yXe He MOJIof, HO OeXkal IOCTaTOUYHO OBICTPO, AaXe ycIieBasi TOBOPUTh, XOTh U C
JIETKOU OJIBIIIIKOM:

— WX Tomnbko 1BOE, — Hallesk/1a Mo-TipeKHeMY 3ByJaia B ero rosoce. — Ere HemHoro. .. u jooe-
pemc4 K Jlucy.

HeBouka ormsiHyJack. [IpecnenoBarenu He orcraBaiu. Llypo pe3ko cBepHy. PoMcu 3a HUM.

W B crenyiomuii MUT OHa yKe Jiexkana Ha 3emJye, OOIbHO 00 KOro-To yaapuBiiuck. Han Heit
BO3BBIIIAJIACH OTPOMHas (pUrypa, 3aKkyTaHHas B IUIalll.

Bo pry Bce nepecoxJyio, pyky Hauyaliu APOXKaTh.

“U Bce-Taku ux ObLIO He ABOE”, — CJIOBHO caM BO3JIyX MPOIIETITal 3T TOPbKHE CIIOBA.

[Ilypo, Bech MOKPBIH OT TIOTA ¥ MOOJIEAHEBIIININ, CTOSLT PSIZIOM, €T0 BOJIOCHI CJIUILIHCH B CAJIbHBIC
npsau. K Piomcn nogomien BTopoil My kuMHa, ¢ HEKPAaCUBbIM M CTPAHHO MEPEKOILIEHHBIM JIMIIOM. OH
MIPOTSHYJI K Hel PyKH, MIOMOT TIOMHATHCS ¥ BEPHYJICS K TUTAHTY.

Ternepp neBOUKa MOIJIA Pa3MISIETh YelOBEKa, B KOTOPOro Bpesanach. OH ObUT rpOMaIHbIM,
MOIIHEe JUITeHa, Jaxe Bbicokui Llypo noxoaun emy uib 10 men. JIuio yBepeHHoe, HO He Haruloe.
Bopona u ycbl yxoxensl. [lon miamom Orectena kopuyra. [IprucyTcTBOBaI U Med, TAKOH JKe OrpOM-
HBIA, KaK ¥ Bajesell. 1o ObLT He OOBIYHBIN TOJIOBOPE3, a HACTOSAIIIHIA BOVH.

OHn nocmotpesn Ha PoMcH, IPUKPBIB JIAOHBIO I71a3a OT CJIETISAIIEro CoHIA. [IeBouka orsaHy-
JIach — €331, HAKOHell, MOSIBIIMCH TpecienoBaresnd. Ho oHuM nmoyeMy-To OCTaHOBWIIMCH U NIEperis-
HYJIUCD.

Bowun 6pocun B3 Ha Illypo, moToM Ha JEBOYKY M, HAXMYpPUB OpPOBH, CHOBA Ha IMOSIBUB-
mmxcs. OH NOBEJMTEIbHO B3MaxHyJ/1 pyKO, HE OTpbIBasi B3IVIsAAA: TIONOWINTE.

[IpecnenoBarenn HeyBEpEHHO TOBUHOBAJIUCS.

— I'ne-To TyT nomkHa OBITH IepeBHS... 3-3-3... Yaauya? — oopatwics Buta3b K [lypo. Tomoc
3By4aJ MOJOOHO IPOMY.

— CyactmmBumkH, — niorpasui 1llypo, mo-npexHeMy OnefHBIA, HO CTapasiCh JepXaTbCsl yBe-
PEHHO.

— 4 cmory tam pa3go6wiTh Jomanask? He BakHO, Kakoi MOPOJBI, TIABHOE, YTOO BHIHOCIUBOM
ObL1a, — MporpeMesT BOUH.

— Bo3moxHo. Ho 51 He yBepeH. Ceityac Tyro co 3BepbeM. .. TOJIOf. . .

—T'onon? — 3agyM4MBO NIEPECTIPOCHIT TUTAHT U KaK-TO BUHOBATO B3IJISIHYJI HA CBOETO MEPEKO-
LIEHHOTO npusATess. B3noxHyi.

[Mpubnu3uInch mpecaenoBaTesd, Mojlya Iisas cede Mo HOTH.

— A Kopuma TyT uMeeTcsi? — CIIpOCHJI TPOMOIJIACHBIM BOMH, U €0 TOH NEPeCcTas Ka3aTbCs JIpy-
KEJIOOHBIM.

— Nwmeercs, — kuBnya lypo.

— B ¢ 1oukoii kyma-to crienmmi. He cMero Bac GoJibliie 3a1epkuBaTh. — BUTA3b 00epHYIICS
K npuObBIIMM. — Mensi [loOpaH 30ByT. [IpoBeauTe, moxanyiicta, 10 KOpuMbl. §l He MECTHBIN, He
XOTEJIOCh OBl 10 HOUH TYT JIA3UTh.

Jlnst Promcu ero uMst HIUero He 3Ha4MJIO, HO Ha BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX OHO IPOM3BENIO He aObl KaKoe
BIlEYaT/IEHUE. Y OIHOTrO U3 MpeciieJoBaTesen 1axe OKPYIIMIINCh [J1a3a.

He noxwunasce ux oTBeTa, KOTOPBIN eMy, IOXOXe, He TpedoBasics, [JodpaH cka3a 4yTh rpomMue,
HETOHSATHO KOMY:

— Upem!

Sannypiany KycTel. VI3 HUX MOSIBUIIACh JJOBOJIBHO ITyXJICHbKAS KEHIIUHA U, TIOIOU/IS K TOBa-
pHIIy TMTaHTa, OOHSIA ero.

— IlokaseiBaiiTe OpOry, 4TO JI1, — CKOMaHA0BaJ1 [JoOpaH.

HenasHue npecneoBaresnn Moirya Mouuiv Brepen.

Iepen yxonom JloOpan nmogmuraya PromMcu, iog 60pooi mpoMesbKHYJIa YiIbIoKa.
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— Hawm ouens nosesno, — ckazan Lllypo 4yt noroas u BeioxHY!I. — Ho nocniemm, He Oynem
UCIIBITHIBATD CYIBOY.

— D10 OBLT BUTA3B? — CIIPOCKIIA AeBOUKA. — HacTostmuii?

— Cam Jloopan. Tor, kto youn Jluxomest, — MHOro3HauuTeIbHO TiporoBoput Iypo.

Vx o JIuxonee Piomcu cipixana. Bee cnpixamm o JInxonee.

— OHHM K HaM M0 peke T00PaNCh? — IPEATOIOKIIIA IeBOUKA.

— be3s nomaneit, 1 He 3HaI0T 0 rosone. Koneuno, no peke. He u3 Beunoro Jleca e BbILIm.

— NHTepecHo, 3a4eM OHM Clofia MoKaIoBaIv, — cripocuia PioMcu.

[Iypo noxan reyamu:

— Beunpiii Jlec ero 3Haer. Ho yBepeH: OH He MPOCTO Tak TYT MOSIBUWIICA. [lymalio, MblI eliie 0 Hem
YCIIBIIIUM.

[Iypo u Promcu riisinenu um Beaien. O0a He XOTeNU JBUTAThCS C MeCTa, He YOeMBIIUCH B TOM,
YTO UX IPeceIoBaTe/Id HE BEPHYTCS.

3

— Bac nBye, — 3aKkimoun1 aurreH. — X031H Ka3aB, Oy/ie OUH ABYIJIa3blid MyKUMH!

— OO0 3TOM MOX)elb He OecriokouThes, — 3aBepuil ero Illypo. — 4 apyr Jluca.

— X03s1H Ka3aB, Oy/ie OMH ABYIVIA3bIil MYKUMH! — MOBTOPHJI TUTAHT, HAXMY PUBIIIUCh.

— Bce BepHO, — HUUYTh He cMyTUBIIUCH, 0TBeTU IIlypo, nogmurnyB Piomcu, koTopast Hauana
HepBHUYATh. — OIMH MYyKUYMHA — 3TO 5. XO35MH BeJlb HE TOBOPUJI, UTO HEJIb3s1 IPUBOJUTH JEBOUKY.

— JleBy4Ky? — MOBTOPUJI AUITEH, ITOYECHIBAs ITyYOK BOJIOC HA MaKYyIIKe, M CHOBA OTYEKAHWII:

— XO03s1H Ka3aB, Oy/ie OfWH ABYIJIA3bIi MYKUMH!

— Tak noiigem cipockM y X03sIHa, Kak HaM ObITh? — BBIIEPKaB ero B3, mpeaoxi Llypo.

Hurren nononsunyscst omke K Illypo, yrpoxarore yctaBuBIIMCh Ha Hero. Pomcu Oosinace,
YTO MYCKYJIMCTBII rpomMmiia pa3o3iutcs. OHa XOpollo MOMHMIA, KaK €ro COPOJUY OJHOU pPyKOH —
CJIOBHO KYpUHO€ SILIO — pa3iaBUJI YeJIOBEKY IOJIOBY.

— To iinem, — HaKOHeL] TPOrpeMet TUraHT.

JlurreH HETOPOIUIMBBIMU TSKEJIBIMH IIaraMu ABUHYJICS TyAa, OTKyJa NosBuicsa. OHU MO
CJIETIOM.

Wntn okazanock Hepasneko. Ha HeOOMbIION MosiHe UX JKIaJTH.

— IIpusercrtByto, noporoii Illypo, — Becesno nozgoposaics Jluc, BctaBas ¢ BaJekHUKA. — Buxy,
ThI HE OJJVIH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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