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Kak BeTep

Monogon Berepok BopBaJicsl B IOM U, pa30THAB HECKOJIBKO MyITIMBbIX CKBO3HSKOB, TYT ke
CIIPATABILUXCS B Uy/laHe, OCTAHOBUJICSI Y KOMHATBI C MACCUBHOW JIepeBSIHHOM JiBepbio. TOKHYB ee,
Bertepok 3amisHys1 BHYTpb ¥ YBUJEJ, YTO B KOMHATe TBOPUTCS HacTtosiee cymacuiectsue. [Ipsamo B
BO3/lyXe KPyTHJIaCh BOKPYT CBOEH OCH KaKasi-TO pacKpbiTasi KHUra. Kaxayio MUHYTY TOTOKOM BETpa
13 Hee BhIpbIBAJIaCh CTPAHMLIA U OTJIETala K IeCATKAaM TaKHMX e CTPaHMUL], BPAILAIOIIMXCS B BO3LyXe.

— ITan, Tb1 0YeHs 3aHAT? — cripocui Berepok.

PackpbiTas KHUra ¥ Kyda OTOPBaHHBIX CTPAHHUI TYT € IMPEeKPaTHIM CBOM CTPaHHBII TaHel] 1
TIOJIETENIN HA T1OJ1.

— CBIHOK, THI 3a1ien Ko MHe B roctu?! — obpanosancst Crapeiii Berep u 6pocuiicst Kk cBoemMy
CbIHY. — A s BOT 3a4MTaJICs M HE yCIblall, Kak Thl Bomies. Kak To1? Paccka3piBaid!

Berepok B310XHYJ U, IPUMOHSAB C NOJIa OAHY CTPAHULy, IPUHSJICS UTPaTh C HEH, HE JaBast
OITyCTUTBCS HA TOJL.

— Ian, 51, cobcTBeHHO, 3aueM mpuien... — OH elle pa3 MOAKUHYJ BBEpX OyMaKHBIA JIUCT U
MOBEPHYJICS K OTLly. — MHe Hy’Ha TBOSI IOMOLIb.

— CBIHOK, O YeM Thl TOBOpHIIL? — Betep ymbplOHYICSA M B3IOXMATHII €ro BOJOCHL. — $1 Bcerma
pax Tebe momoub. Yto cryumiocs?

— Kakum mHe ObIThb, nan? — Berepok mocMoTpest Ha 0TI CEPbE3HBIM B3IJISIOM.

Orenl noHMMAaIOIIE KUBHYJI U €111€ Pa3 IPOBEJ PyKOU IO T'OJIOBE ChIHA.

— 51 yyBCTBY10, UTO ThI XOUELIb NOAETUTHCS CO MHOM UCTOPUEH? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Jla, — B310XHY/1 Berepok u TyT e Hauas cBOi paccka3. — HeaBHo s mozipykuJjics ¢ Komra-
HHUEN MOJIOIBIX YparaHoB ¥ OHU B3sUTM MeHs B 1oxof. Heckonbko Hel Mbl pa3BiIeKaIMCh Tak, KakK
sl HUKOT/Ia B )KU3HU HE pa3BiieKascsl. Mbl BHIBOPAUMBAIM U3 3€MJIM OTPOMHBIE [I€PEBbsl, CPBIBAJIM
KPBIILH C JIOMOB, BOIWJIM XOPOBO/BI U TPOMKO cMestiich. Korna Mou py3bst OLUIM Jajiblie, s Ha
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT 33/I€PKaJICsl, YTOOHI €111e pa3 MOCMOTPETh Ha TO, UTO OCTasIoch nocie Hac. 3 noy-
pa3pyLIEHHOro JOMa 1 YCJIBILIAJ I1J1a4 1 3alIAHy/1 BHYTpb. OKa3anock, 4To IUIaKala JKEHIIMHA — OHa
pasrpedasa 3aBaJibl U IOCTOSIHHO MOBTOPsIA Ybe-TO UMs. .. VI BAPYT 10 MEeHs JOILIO0, YTO y HAIIEro
BeceJIbsl €CTh U Ipyrasi CTOpoHa. Sl HUKor/ia paHblile He MOT IOAyMaTh, YTO 32 CMEX U paJloCTh OJHUX
MOT'YT pacIljlauuBaThCs gpyrue. MHe cTajio CTbIIHO, narl. 51 He cTall JOroHATh CBOUX JIpy3ei U CBep-
HYJI K MOPIO, YTOOBI MOOBITH HEMHOTO B OIMHOYECTBE. f1 JieTen HaJ BOTHOMW IJIaJblo U yMall O TOM,
41O OOJIBIIIE HUKOT/IA B )KM3HU HE CBSIKYCh ¢ YparaHamu. Jlyurie s crany ®@oprounbiM CKBO3HSKOM,
YeM YBUKY CJIe3bl YEJIOBEKa, 110 MOE! BUHE MOTEPSBILErO KOro-TO U3 OJIM3KHUX.

Betepok HeHa10/1ro 3aMoiTyalt, CHOBa MEpekUB B TAMSATH COOBITHSI TOTO JHSI, a 3aTeM IPOJOJI-
KA

— Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi Ha TOPU3OHTE MOKa3aJcs HeOONbIION KopaOiuK. S pemm, 4to
OTJOXHY Ha HeM, IOTOMY YTO OuYeHb ycTail. JJoOpaBIIMCh 1O HEro, sl 3aBEPHYJICS B Mapyc U YCHYJL.
A npochyrcst ot cmexa. Hano MHoi cmestvich, nana! Jlioaqn xoammm no najnyoe ¥ XOXOTasll — OHU
TOBOPWJIM, YTO 51 HACTOJIbKO C/AOBIA, YTO HE MOTY Jaxe CABUHYTb C MecTa MX KopaOib. CHavasa
sl PA303JIUIICS U XOTeJl 3aKpyKUTbcsi CMepueM, 4ToObl pa3HECTU MX CYIEHBIIIKO B IbUIb, HO IOTOM
BCIIOMHUJI CJI€3bl TOW JKEHILUHBI — Beb KTO-TO U3 ITUX JIIOZIEH, CMEIOIMXCs Halo MHOM, MO OKa-
3aThCsl €€ CHIHOM WJIM MYy’KeM. S BCHOMHIIL, YTO 3apeKcsl ObITh YparaHoM M MPOCTO YJIeTesT NOoJaJIblie
OT 3TOTr0 KOpaoJIs, TepIisi HACMEIIKH JIOJEH, KOTOpble OHH BHIKPUKUBAJIA MHE B CIIUHY.

Bertepok ¢ HaJexk 101 MOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOETro OTLA.

— Kakum xe mHe ObITh, ana? Kora 51 cTaHOBIIOCh CHITbHBIM M MOIITHBIM, JTIOAX OOSITCSI MEHS,
IUIAYyT U HEe XOTAT MeHs BUeTh. Koraa s npeBpaiiaich B CHIOKOMHOTO M MOKJIAUCTOTO — OHU CMe-
I0TCSI HAJJO MHOM Y TIO3BOJISIIOT ce0e YHMKaTh MeHsl. 1 He X049y HU TOTO HH JPYroro, HO M CTaTh OOBIY-
HBIM 0e37TMKUM BeTpoMm, KakuX THICSYM — 3TOTO 51 ToXe He Xouy. Kakum MHe ObITb, rar?
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Crapelii Betep BbIC/TyIIIam CBOEro ChiHa U XUTPO YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Ceityac 9Ta 3arajika Kaxercsi Tebe Hepa3peluMon, MpaB/a, ChIHOK ?

— YecrHO roBops, Aa, — KUBHYJ1 Berepok.

— W1 310 HeyauBUTENIBHO. Beap 3TOT BoIpoc A 3a/1aBaji CBOEMY OTILy, a TOT — CBoeMy. Tenepb
npuILIo TBoe BpeMs. [loiinem, Thl cam Bce YBUIUIIIb.

Crapeiii Betep pacniaxnyn qBepb KOMHATHI U BBIPBAJICS U3 Hee, yBJIeKasi 3a COOOM ChIHA. Yke
yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHM JIETEJIH 110 YJULIaM T'Opoja.

— Tsl roBOpUII, YTO HA/L CIAOBIMU CMEIOTCS? — IIEMHYJI OTell ChiHy. — CMOTpH Xe.

C 3TUMU CJI0BaMU OH ITPOJIETENI MUMO JIEBYIIKH, CTOSIBLIEH Y MEMIEXOQHOrO IIepexoa, U, e1sa
3aMETHO MPOBe/ls Majbl[aMH IO €€ KOXe M CJIerKa 3afIeB BOJIOCHI, TYT e OpOCHIICS K MapHIo, Clie-
mmBIIeMy 1o ceoum jaenam. [logiereB k Hemy, Crapblii Betep B3MaxHyJ1 pyKoi MpsIMO Mepeji ero
yutoM 1 3atux. [lapHs kak Oyaro ynapwio TokoM. ['00Ba AepHynach ¥ MOBEPHYJIACh B TY CTOPOHY,
OTKY/la BeTep MPHUHEC 3aIlax JyXOB U KOXKHU. Yike MOIHMMAsICh BMECTE C OTLIOM HaJ] TopoioM, Betepok
yBUJIEIN, KaK MapeHb Moaoexkan K JeBYIIKe U CTal YTO-TO el TOBOPUTh. A OHa y/IblOasach.

— Kto-Hubyap mocmesiicsi Hao MHOM, CBIHOK ? — XUTPO MPHIIY PUBIIUChH, CIIPOCHIT OTEll.

— Her. Kaxercsi, OHM TOJILKO PaloBaIUCh.

— Bot u xopomo. He orcrasaii!

OTieTeB mogasblle OT TOpPOJa, ABa BETpa OKA3alIMCh Ha OrpoMHOM mycThipe. Ctapoiii Betep
HEOKMIIAHHO CTaJl OYeHb cepbe3HbIM. Ero riasa Hanmmmch KpoBbIo, a XUTpasi y/IblOKa cieTena ¢ JInIa,
YCTYITUB MECTO XUIITHOMY OCKauTy. OTel| KpyKUJICS MO MYCTBIPIO, U C KaXKI0U CEKYH/I0H ero TBUKEHUsI
CTAaHOBUJIUCh BCE pe3ue 1 oTpbiBUCcTee. Ha ra3ax y chiHa OH mpeBpaiiajics B orpoMHblid TopHao.

— [Nama, 3auem THI 3TO Jenaenib? — Kpuuai Betepok, 3akpeiBas yiu. — [lepectann, nama! Thi
e MOKEIIb KOro-HUOyIb yOuTh!

Ho Bapyr on yBuzgen, kak k TopHaio chezxkatorcst moad. OHY OCTaHABIMBAIUCH HA MOYTUTEb-
HOM PacCTOSTHUM OT HErO, BHIXOAWJIM U3 MAIIMH U CMOTPEJU B €r0 CTOPOHY.

— Tbl TOBOPWII, YTO CHJIBHBIX OOSITCSI M HE XOTAT BUJAETh? — MpopeBen oren. — Moy ke u
MOCMOTPH Ha UX JIUIIA.

Betepok TyT ke METHYJICS K JIIOASAM U C YIMBICHUEM YBUJIEIN, YTO Ha WX JIMIAX He ObLIO HU
cne3, Hu yxkaca. Jlionu cMoTpenu Ha OyHCTBO CTUXUH ¢ BocxuleHreM. OHU (poTorpadpupoBaiy ero
OTII, YJABIOATMCH U HE CKPbIBAJIA CBOETO BOCTOPTa.

— Kro-aubyap ninaver, chiHOK ? — BoIKpUuKkHY Crapbiii Berep.

— Her, nan. Onu panyiotcsi!

— Torna netum nanbiie!

Ycnokousmcs, Crapblii Betep B3MbUT BBEpX U, BHIOpaB caMyio OOJBIIYIO Ty4y M3 TeX, YTO
coOpamch noriia3eTh Ha TOpHAI0, CXBATUJI ee 3a Kpall ¥ OTAHYJI 32 co00i. OH He CIeNIHT, TOITOMY
Bertepky He nmpuxonuioch rHaThes 3a HUM. Koria BHU3Y nokazanack HeOobInas aepeBHs, Ctapblii
Betep ormycTui Tydy — 1 OHa TYT e MPOJIMIACH BHU3 JOKIEM.

— Tsl roBOpWII, UTO HE XOUEIIb CTaTh OE3TMKUM BeTpom, Kakux ThICSYM? — MPOU3HEC OTell. —
[Mocmotpu Ha monei BHU3Y. OHU He BUIEH A0S yKe J1Ba Mecsla, OHU OOSUTUCh, UTO UX YpOXKaii
NoruoHeT ¥ UM OyaeT Hedero ectb. [IocMOTpH, CBIHOK, OHM PaBHOJLYIITHBI?

— Her, nman, onu Toxe panyiorcsi, — oTBeTs1 Betepok.

— Onu panyiotcs gox a0, a He MHe. S 6e3muk? Jla. Ho ux pagocTs — JTydinas Harpajaa 3a Mou
Tpynsl. Benp 51 3Ha10, KTO MPUHEC UM JOK/Ib.

Crapeiii Betep oOHsuI CbiHa, ¥ OHM He cHielia nosietesy JoMoi. B Tot nens Betepok momyyunn
OTBET Ha CBOH BOIPOC U TIOHSUI, YTO HE HYKHO OOSIThCSI ObITh CUJIbHBIM, HE HY’KHO CTECHATBCS OBITh
c/1abbIM M HE HYXKHO BCEMU CHUJIaMH IBITAThCSl 3aCHyKUTh ofoOpenre. HyxHo ObITh pasHeiM. Kak
Vparan, kak bpus, kak IlIkBai, Kak...

Kak Berep.
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Ognax bl

Bsl 3ameuanu, 4yTo Bce caMOe MHTEPECHOE B Hallel )KU3HU MPOUCXOOUT ogHaxapl? He B ToMm
CMBICJIE, UTO BCE XOPOLINE COOBITHS CITy4aloTcst Uik ofuH pa3. Het. [IpocTo Bce camble MHTEpecHbIe
MCTOPHY HAYMHAIOTCS C 9TOTO CJI0BA. BOT CHAMT KOMITaHUS 3a CTOJIOM, BCE CMEIOTCs, YIbIOaloTCs, a
KTO-TO BAPYI NPOU3HOCUT: «OqHax bl ObUT y MeHs cilyvaid...» M Bce cpa3y 3aMOJIKaloT U MOBOpa-
YMBAIOTCS B €r0 CTOPOHY. Bee 3HatoT, uTo uctopus Oyaer 3aHumarebHoi. Vu, K npumepy, FoBOpUT
yenoBeK: «OqHaxabl 51 BMoOMICs». Y Bce MOHMMAIOT, UTO 3TO OblTa HE KaKasi-TO MUMOJIETHAS CHM-
naTHsl, a camasi Hactosimas J1oOoBb. Mn ckaxeTr KTo-HUOYIb: «OqHAXABI 51 BCTPETHII OHOTO YeJio-
BeKa...» V Bce cpa3dy MOHMMAIOT, YTO YEJIOBEK STOT ObLT KAKUM-TO HEOOBIYHBIM, HEOPAWHAPHBIM.
3Ha4uT, OBUIO YTO-TO B 3TOM YEJIOBEKE TaKOE, YTO 3aCIyKMBAeT BHUMAHHS U CJIOBA «OTHAKIBI».
B o6meM, ecth y 3TOro cioBa Kakas-To Marus. A Marus, Kak U3BECTHO, [UIsl TOTO U IpUAyMaHa
APEBHUMH BOJIILIEOHMKAMU, YTOOHI €10 MOJIB30BAUCH. [1oaTOMYy ...

OpHax/Ibl B epeBHE MOSBUJICA OYEHb CTPAHHBIA 4esoBeK. TeMHoe HeOO TONBKO HauMHAJIOo
CBETJIETh, MOTOMY Ha Y/JIMLAX ObUIO HEMHOTOMIONHO. YesoBeK OCTAaHOBWUJICA y KpailHUX JIOMOB,
HEMHOTO IIOCTOSUI ¥ CMEJION ITOXOJKOW HallpaBWJICS K LEHTPY JepeBHU. Penkue mpoxoxue, 3aMeTUB
ero, THCTUHKTUBHO TEPEXOIIIIA Ha JPYTyI0 CTOPOHY YJIMIIBI M KaJIKCh K 3a00pam, IPOBOXasi He3Ha-
KOMLIa JOJITMMHU B3[JIsJaMu B ciiHy. Kak OyATO 4TO-TO OYeHb ropsiuee Kacajoch UX cepaell, OTYEro
XOTeJIOCh MOOBICTpee yOpaThcs MPOYb M HUKOTAA OOJIbIIE He BUAETh ITOro yesioBeka. Beap Bce, 4To
HETIOHATHO JIIOAAM, BO BCE BpEMEHA UX OUYEHbD ITyTaJlo.

TeM BpeMeHeM rocTb JAepPEeBHU LieJICHANPaBJIEHHO Iarajl KyJa-To no Oy/JIblKHUKaM MOCTOBOM,
He oOpallast BHUMaHMs Ha Lapaxatoruxcs mogei. Ho ero B3misz 1o v 1es10 MeTacs OT OJHOTO Mpo-
XOKEro K Apyromy, LEIUIAACh 3a KakI0rOo HEBUAMMBIMU KPIOUbSIMH, a 3aTeM oTiyckas. OH HCKall.
3aBepHYB B Y3KMH MPOYJIOK, YEIOBEK OCTAaHOBWICA U mpuilypwicsa. He 3ameTuB HU4ero nopo3pu-
TEJILHOTO, OH 3aIIPOKMHYJI T'OJIOBY U BTSIHYJI HO3IPSMH BO3/1yX. IpoHMYHas yabIOKa MeJIeHHO 03a-
puia ero ymuo. Herpomko XMbIKHYB, OH 3amaraj no nepeynky. He ycnen oH cpenath u aecArka
11aroB, KaK C3a/iy MOCJIBIIIAJICH KaKOU-TO IIEJIECTAIINN 3BYK, a YEPE3 CEKYHAY K €r0 TOpiy ITPUKOC-
HYJIOCh YTO-TO XOJIOJHOE U OCTPOE.

— Komuenek wim xku3Hb, MUCTEP, — U3JIEBATEILCKU BEAKJIMBO CKA3ajM 3a CIIMHOM, 4 HOX €Ile
CUJIBHEE NPHIKAJICA K TOPITy.

— -3, 4T0? — €eJie cAepPKUBas YIIbIOKY, TPOM3HEC YEIIOBEK.

— Komenek, riry6okoyBaskaeMblil, OOBIYHBIN KOIIENIEK, HAOUTHINA 3BEeHAIMMI MoHeTKamu. Hy,
VJIA KU3Hb.

— A, 310 urpa takas? Hy, 4ro k... { BeIOupalo Kouesnek ¢ MoHeTaMy. Baiia )ku3Hb MHE HU
K 4emy.

['pabutens cierka pactepsijicsi OT TAKOTO IIOBOPOTA, HO TYT ke coOpajicsi M B €ro TOJI0C BEPHY-
JIach BEKJIMBAs UPOHUSL.

— Ha, BbI paBbl. D10 Urpa. Ho urpaem msl Ha Banm Bemu. [1o npaBuiam Urpel Bbl OTAAETE
MHE WJIM CBOU KOILEJIEK, WV Ballly )KH3Hb.

— U uto BB OynieTe ¢ Heit genath?

— C xem?

— He c xem, a ¢ yem. C Moeii XU3HBIO, — OTBETHJI MYXYMHA, — Ha YTO BBl COOMpaeTech ee
MOTPaTUTh?

—Hy... 4 npocto otdepy ee y Bac, u Bce.

— BbI He mpogymainu npaBuiIa UIrpsl, — ycMeXHyJICA denoBek. — [locynure camu. Bol mpeniara-
eTe OT/aTh OJHY U3 JIBYX Bellel Ha BHIOOP, HO COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAETe, KaK MOKHO BOCHOJIb30BAThCS
OJTHMM M3 BapHaHTOB. §I ObI e1rie MOHsLI, eCJIM Obl BBl MPEAJIOKUIN YTO-HUOYb THIa: «Kormenek mim

8
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KOHb» WM «KollleseK Wiy MmsaTh MENIKOB MIIEHUIBI». A Ballle MPEAJIOKEHUE U3HAYATIbHO HEPALINO-
HaJIbHO.

Hox, npucioHeHHBIH K TOpITy, Ha CEKYH/IY OTCTPAHWJICS, HO TYT K€ CHOBA MPUKAJICS K KOXKE.

— Ha 9to BBI MOTpaTUTE MOIO KU3Hb, MUCTEP? — MPOIOIKMIIA CBOM MOHOJIOT JKepTBa orpaoiie-
HUS. — BBl HE CMOKeTe pacropsiAUTHCS €10 TaK, YTOOBI 3TO IMPUHECIIO BaM XOTh KAIlTIO BBITOIbL.

— Bo3moxHO, 4TO BBI ¥ TTpaBbl. HO Beb BBI €€ JIMIIUTECH, @ Pa3Be 3TO HE CaMOe JJOPOroe, 4To
y Bac ecth? Pa3Be BbI He JIIOOUTE KU3HB?

UYenoBek paccMesiyicsl TaK, YTO HOX UyTh HE IyCTUJI KPOBb M3 €r0 ropia.

— IloBepbTe, — OTABIMIABIIKCE, IPOU3HEC OH, — HUKTO B 9TOM MHUpPE He JIIOOUT XU3Hb TaK, KaK
moomo ee 1. Ho s xoTs Obl 3HaI0, KaK €0 pacropsikaThes. [la u BooOIe, Ha KaKOM OCHOBAaHUU $I
IIOJIKEH BaM YTO-TO JaBaTh?

— Jlesio B TOM, MUCTEp, YTO BBl HE TIO3JJ0POBAJIMCH CO MHOM, KOTJa IPOXOAUIM MUMO. B Hareit
JepeBHe, /1a ¥ BO BCEM LIMBIJIM30BAHHOM MUpE MPHHATO 3[0pPOBAThCs. BbI ke moyeMy-To npeHe-
Opersv STUM MPABUIIOM XOPOILIETO TOHA.

— A BBI YBEpEHBI, UTO XOTUTE, YTOOBI 51 TIO3[0POBAJICS C BaMu?

— Koneuno. D10 xe Bcerga Tak paayeT. — [padutenb mepeokl HOX W3 OJHOW JIAIOHU B
APYTYIO ¥ CHOBA TPHIKAJI €r0 K TOPITy KEePTBHL.

— B Takom ciyvae, ¢ BaItero rno3BosieHus, sl IOBEpHYCh. MHe COBEpIIIEHHO HE BUIHO BAIlETO
JMLIA.

— Her yx, yBonbte. §1 He HACTOIBKO MPUAMPYMB, YTOOBI BBIPAKATh HEIOBOJIBCTBO TEM, UTO BB
HE M030POBAJIMCh CO MHOM, IVl MHE B I71a3a. K ToMy e, Bbl MOKETE TOPAHUTBLCS O MOW HOX.

— O, He 6eCrOKOHNTECH, 51 CAENAI0 3TO AKKYPATHO.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT MPOU30IIO KOE-YTO He coBCceM 0ObIyHOEe. ['010Ba He3HaKOMIIa cTajta Mejl-
JIEHHO TIOBOpauMBaThes Ha3al. Yepes mapy ceKyH[ OHa pa3BEepHYJIACh HA CTO BOCEMBIECAT I'PalyCoB
Y My’KUMHA JI00pOXKeNaTesIbHO TOCMOTPEJ MPSIMO B I71a3a cBoero rpadurens. Ot takoro ¢okyca ToT
TIOMEHSIJICS B JILIE ¥, OPOCHB HOX, YXe coOpasicsi ObUIo OekaTh, HO MyKUMHA BHIKUHYJT PYKH Ha3a
Y KPEIKO CXBaTWJI €ro 3a JJTMHHBIN TEMHBIN TUIAll.

— BrlI Bce ernie XOTHTe, YTOOHI I ¢ BAMH MO3I0pOBAJICS? — YIIBIOHYJICS OH.

— H-n-ner. ..

—T0 npaBUJIbHOE pellieHne, MUCTep rpadbuTeb. Beap s 3M0poBalock BCEro OMMH pa3 U HUKOT/IA
HE TMpOINaCch. S ¢ yIoBOMBbCTBHEM pasolesicss Obl ¢ BaMU Pa3sHBIMHM JOPOTaMH, HO HAllla UTrpa, B
KOTOPYIO BbI IIPEAJIOKIII MHE CHITPaTh, HE IOUTpaHa. Bbl XoTuTE ee mpogoKuTh?

— Her, noxanyiicra. ..

— Ouenb xayb. B TakoM ciydae, Terepb Most Ouepe/ib CTAaBUTh BAC TIepel] BIOOPOM.

My:X4rHa Ha CEKyHIy 3ayMaJICsl.

— Yro XK, 4 JyMalo, Takoe ycjaoBue BaM noHpasurcs. Komenek wim. .. Minm, kK npumepy, KU3Hb
OHH Xeiu.

['pabutesns HamopIHI JI0O, TIepedrpasi B MamMsATH 3HAKOMbIE MMEHa.

— Iopoxaute... uH Xeinu? Joub Tpaktupumka Ixona Xeiaun?

— Ona camasi, — KUBHYJI MyK4YMHa.

— Ta camas DHH Xeilsu ¢ Mep30IIaKOCTHBIM XapaKTepOM, M3-32 KOTOPOTro OHA HE MOKET HalTH
cebe MyXka yke COpOK 4eTbipe roja? DHH Xeisu, KoTopas B IMPOIUIOM roay youiaa CKOBOPOIOW
nowmaas? Bel roBopute npo Ty DHH Xeliu, KOTOPYIO He MyCKaloT B LIEPKOBb, [IOTOMY YTO Ha Hee
ynano pacrnsrue?

— Jla, *MEHHO O Hel U UAET pedb, — KUBHYJI MyKUMHA.

— KoneuHo ke, s1 BLIOMpalo ee K13Hb, — PACCMESICS TpaduTeNb, — 31€Ch U AyMaThb Heuero. [laxe
ee orell, crapuHa J[>KoH, OOUTCs ee, Kak AbsBOJIA.

— Hy uro x. {1 yBaxkaio Baim BHIOOp, — YJIBIOHYJICSI My)KUMHA, — KU3Hb DHH XeWIH Ternepb
MIPUHAJICHKHT. . .
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HesnakoMmerr OTIyCTHJI MO TUIAIA TpaOUTeNisl ¥ CIOKUI JIa0OHU BMecTe. Mesk/ly HUMU 4TO-
TO 3aUCKPUJIOCh U TEMHBII NIEPEYIOK HA MTHOBEHUE 03apHJIO CUHEBATOE IIJIaMsl.

— KuzHp DHH Xeilm Tenepb NPUHAMICKUT BaM, [l xek Pua.

— Kak 310? — onemt rpabutess, COBEpIIEHHO He 0OpaTHB BHUMaHM Ha TO, YTO HE3HAKOMeEIT
3HaeT ero uMs. — Yto 3HauuT — MHe?

— 4 Bam cpa3y ckasaj, 4yTO MpaBWia Ballleld UTPbl MHE HE NMOHpaBWINCh. [loaTomy s ciierka
UX M3MEHWI. BbI TOJKHBI ObUIM BHIOpAaTh HE U3 TOTO, YTO BBl MHE OTAQAUTE, a U3 TOTO, YTO s BaM
nioziapio. Bel BeIOpanu ku3Hb DHH Xeiu. Tereph OHa PUHAICKUT BaM.

— To ecTb 51 nOMKEH ee yOUTh?

— 3auem? — MOMOPIIUJICS MYKUMHA.

— A BbI CaMM HE MOXETE C TUM CIPABUTHCA?

— Cuem?

—Hy... C ee xusHblo. Bol xke... i xe npaBuiibHO noHs1? Bl — CmepTs?

— Ilouemy BbI Tak pemmin? — yCMEXHYJICSI HE3HAKOMEL.

— IIpocro Bailia rojoBa KpyTHTCSI BO BCE CTOPOHBI, KAK BETPsIHAsI MEJIbHUIIA, Y BaC HET 3pAYKOB,
BBl ICKPUTE CBOMMH JIQ/IOHSIMHU, COBEPIIIEHHO HEe OOMTECh HOXKa, & CAMOE IJTABHOE — BB TOBOPUTE, UTO
3]10pOBaeTech TOJIBKO OfuH pa3. Kto BbI, kak He CMepTh?

Hesznakomerr pacruibuics B IIMPOKON YJIBIOKe U IOCMOTpert Ha JIkeka.

— Her, s He Cmeptb. Bbl onmOmnmice.

— A KTO e BbI TOraa’?

— 51 — Muctep JI1o60Bb. U 51 TOke 310pOBaIOCh TOJIBKO JIMIIL OOQHAXIHL. .. [lociyimaiite, a Beib
BbI MOTJTH ObI BHIOPATh KOIIIEJIEK.

Bce kycouku 3T0M 3arajikv, HAaKOHell, CJIOKWINCH B rojioBe Jxkeka. [1a3a rpabutens okpyrim-
JIMCh, OH CIENAJ 1Iar BIIEPE U MOJIMTBEHHO CJIOKWII JIAJOHHU.

— Her, Tonbko He 310! 4 Bac nporry! He Hano! S otnam Bam Bce cBOM JieHbI 1!

— MHe OHM HE HYXHBI.

— 3abepurte JIyuliie MOIO KHU3Hb !

— He nepexwusaiite, oqHaxapl Most iogpyra Mucc CMepTh 00513aTeIbHO CKakeT BaM: «3paB-
CTBYHTE», a IOKa YTO 51 TOBOPIO BaM. ..

— Her!!! — 'pabutens ynasi Ha KOJICHU U MPOTSHYJ PYKU K HE3HAKOMITY.

— ...3apaBcrByiite, [Ixek Pun.

My>X4rHa CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICSI M MEJJIHHO 3alliaral 1o Mepeyiky, OCTaBUB 00€3yMeBIIEero rpa-
OuTeNsi B OQMHOYECTBE.

Bcs nepeBHS M Onusiniexaniye moceieHus elle J0JTro Cyaadrin o0 3tor cBaapOe. Eme Obl,
CaMblii OTBSIBJICHHBIN M HEYJIOBUMBII IpabUTesh BCEroO 3araaHoro nooepexnbsa — Ixex Pun mo mpo-
3BuIIY [10/Ir010BB HEOKUTAHHO ClIENAN MPEAJIOKEeHUE J0YePH TPAKTUPIIKMKA — DHH XeHIH, KOTOPYIO
M3-32 e HECHOCHOTO XapaKTepa M COBCEM HENpHBJIEKATEIbHON BHEITHOCTH OOSUTUCH AaXe YepTH.
ToBopsiT, uTO Mapa BeiIAAENa cyacTaBoi. OcodeHHo [Ixek. Bemp 310 ObUIa HacTOSINAS JTIOOOBD,
KOTOpasi CITy4aeTCsl JIUIIb OJHAXKTBI.
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IHnauHapbI

— Kak Banmm nena, Buktop CrenanoBuu? — JJOKTOp BoIIeN B nayiaty paioHHOH OOJNBHUIIB U,
NOJOMIS K KOWKE, PUHSIICS pacKjIablBaTh HA TyMOOUKE IIIPHILIBI M aMITyJTBI € JieKapcTBamu. — Kak
CaMO4yBCTBHE?

CrapuK OTKpBUI I1a3a M yCTaJIO YIBIOHYICS.

— YysctBylo cebs 1umHapoM, JIEma.

— Kakum eme iuimuHIpoM? — yAUBIEHHO BCKUHYJI OpPOBH JOKTOP.

— OOBIKHOBEHHBIM TaKMM LWJIMHIPOM, — TSKENIO B310XHYA Bukrop CrenaHoBHY, — IIyIbIM
CTapblM LWJIMHIPOM.

JlokTop BCMOTpeJIcs B IJla3a CTapHKa, HO, yOeJUBLIMCh, YTO TOT HAXOAUTCS B CO3HAHUU U He
OpeauT, CHOBA 3aHsJICS PaCHakOBbIBAHUEM IUMPHLIOB U BCKPBITUEM aMITyJI.

Buktop CrenaHoBuu ObUT yXke CTapbIM YEJIOBEKOM, K TOMY € HEU3JIeYMMO OOJIbHBIM. DTO
MOHMMAJIY U Bpay AJiekcell, 1 oH caM. O6a OHU ITPEKPACHO OCO3HABAJIM, YTO CTAPUKY OCTAJIOCh KUTh
Ha 3TOM CBETe CUMTaHBIE JIHU, HO CTapaTebHO M30erajay 3Toil TemMbl B pasroBopax. Bo Bpems exe-
JHEBHBIX MTPOLIEYP OHU YaCTEHBKO OeceoBaIr U 00CYkK I caMble pa3HbIe BOITPOCH. BhIBajIo, 4to
Jaxe 0KeCTOYEHHO CIIOPUJIM, IOKa3bIBasi APYT JPYry CBOIO TOUKY 3peHus. Buktop CrenaHoBruY ObLT
NPEKPACHBIM PAacCKa3dMKOM, M ObIBAJIO, 4TO AJIEKCes, 3aCiyIIaBIIerocsi ero UCTOPHsIMHU, BO3Bpa-
LIAJIM B PEAJIBHOCTh MEACECTPBI, PA3bICKMBAIOIINE €TI0 110 BCEMY OTIEJIEHUIO. AJIEKCEH, CaM TOTO He
3ameuasi, MPUBA3AJICI K 3TOMY JOOPOMY U )KU3HEPAJJOCTHOMY CTAPHUKY, [IO3TOMY JaKe YKOJIbl IIPH-
XoouJ1 Aenarth caM. K ToMy ke OH 3HaJl, 4TO y CTapuKa COBCEM HE OCTAJIOCh poAHbIX. JKeHa ymepia
ele JIeT CeMb Ha3ajl, ChIH yeXaJl Ha 3apa0OTKU B APYTYIO CTpaHy Ja Tak W Mponaj — HU CIIyXy HU
nyxy. Uspenka k Bukropy CrenaHoBudy npuxoania ero JBOIOPOJHAs CECTPa, HO OHA YK€ U cama C
TPYAOM IIEPEIBUTAIIACH B CUJTYy CBOETO BO3PacTa, IOITOMY €€ BU3UTHI CTAHOBUJIUCH BCE PEKE U PEKE.

— JIEma, — HErpoOMKO NO3BaJl IOKTOPa CTapUK.

— Jla?

— Tel 3HaeIIB, KTO TaKWe LIUTUHAPHI?

— Hy... ®urypsl Takue reoMeTpu4ecKye.

— B percrBe Mbl Ha3bIBaJIM TaK JIOAEU, KOTOPBIE Ka3aJIMCh HaM INIyNBIMUA, — IPOMTHOPUPOBAB
cyioBa AJleKkcesi, IPOM3HEC CTAPUK, — & CENYac 1 MOHSI, YTO Ha CaMOM J€eJie 1 M €CTb TaKOW LIWJIUHAP.

— Takoro 1 ele He CiblIlal, — YCMEXHYJICS IOKTOp, — a ¢ 4ero 310 nouwio? [ToueMy nmeHHO
UMJIMHIPBI?

— Bpoce o1 cBOM mmpuisl. [prcsap, a s Tebe pacckaxy.

—Ho...

— Jla npucap, roBopio. YCIeeb ene CBOU HAPKOTUKYA MHE BKOJIOTb.

JOKTOpP, HEMHOI'O TOCOMHEBABILIXCh, IIPUCET Ha CTYJI X MOCMOTpell Ha BukTopa CrenanoBuya.
A TOT, Ha HECKOJILKO CEKYH/I IIPUKPBIB I71a3a, Kak Oy[ATO MBICJIEHHO BEPHYBIUKCh B CBOE JIETCTBO,
HavaJl CBOM pacckKas.

—Korna 51 6bu1 MasIeHbKMM, S 5KHJT B HEOOMBINOH JepeByYIIKe, TYT Heropaneky. Ceituac s yxe He
BCIIOMHIO, CKOJIBKO OBUIO B HE IOMOB. MOXeT TpHLaTh, 2 MOKET M Bee MAThAECAT. Bripodewm, 310 He
TaK yX ¥ B&KHO. Y MeHsI ObIJIO MHOTO JIPy3€i U B CBOOOTHOE BPEMSsI Mbl BBIXOIMIIH Ha YJIUILY U UT' AU
B pasHble Urpbl. Tak ObLIO U B TOT jAeHb. Bo3ayx Ha ropusoHTe Jpokaj OT HECTEPIHUMON Kapshl, a
O4epTaHus IOMOB U JIepeBbeB Ha (poHe Heba CTAHOBUJIMCH Bee Oosiee YeTKUMU U pe3KuMu. Bee roBo-
PUJIO O TOM, YTO CKOPO HauHeTcs rpo3a. M npasja, yepes nosrgaca HeO0 MOTEMHEIO, CUIIbHBIE ITOPBIBbI
BETpa 3alllypIIAJIH JIMCThSIMH, a JOPOXHASI MbUTh 3aKTyOHIach M MOTHSIIACH B BO3/LYX, 3aCTaBIISS TO
¥ JIeJI0 TIPOTHPATB I71a3a. Best pebsaTHs pazbeskanack 1o Jomam, B ToM uncie u s1. Koraa s monbesxan
K CBOEMY JIBOPY, MOsl MaMa YK€ 3aKpblBaJla CTABHHU, OJIHOW PYKOU NIPUAEPKUBAs Ha FOJIOBE IJIATOK,
KOTOPBIN HOPOBHUJI COPBAThCS U OTIPABUTHCSA B Iy TEIIECTBUE BCIIE 32 BETPOM. S MoMor Mame, 1 Mbl
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BMecTe 3anuii B JoM. OHa MOoILIa 3aKUraTh CBEUH, a MEHsI YTO-TO 3aCTaBMIIO OCTAHOBUThCS. 51 3amep
B JIBEPSIX U C BOCTOProM HaOJII0/IAN 32 TUM OYHCTBOM CTHXHH, 32 STOW MOIIBIO, KOTOPAst 3aCTaBJIsICT
JMoJe MpsTaThCsl B CBOM HOPKU M HE BBHICOBBIBATH OTTY/A Hoca. BoT Toraa s u yBuzen ero. OH ObLT
OZIET B TEMHBII KOCTIOM, Ha T'OJIOBE BBICWJICSI LIMJIMHJIP, 4 B TIPAaBOM pyKe ObljTa 3akata pe3Hasi TPOCTh,
HAKOHEYHUKOM KOTOPO¥ OH MEPHO OTCUMTHIBAJ CBOU II1ard, BTHIKAS €€ B IUIOTHYIO 3€MJTIO IPYHTOBOM
noporu. CTpaHHO, YTO YEJIOBEK B TAKOM JIOPOrOM Hapsiie BOOOIIE MOSIBUJICS B HAIlIEM 3aXONIyCThe,
HO ellle CTpaHHee ObUIO TO, YTO OH INeJT MPSMO B CTOPOHY HaJBUTAOINeHcs rpo3bl. Ero pasmepen-
Hble Iary ObUTM TBEpPAbl, OCAHKA — TOpAoi U HerokoneOumon. Ero mopoopoaok ObUT MPUIOTHAT,
a masa... Thl 3Haelb, 51 ¥ cefiuac MOMHIO TOT B3IV — CIIOKOWHBIA, yBepeHHbIN U. .. Kak Obl cka-
3aTh... TopkecTBYIOIMA, YTO JiK. 1 B KAKOI-TO MOMEHT OH ITOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY U IOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHS.
Torma MHe 1axe Ha CeKyH]Ly IOKa3aJioch, YTO 51 yBUJET B €ro Ila3ax OTpakeHue BCIIOJIOXOB MOJTHUM,
KOTOpbIE yXe OyliCTBOBaIM B HeOe Ha MOAXO/e K JiepeBHE. BhuIo M10X0 BUAHO, HO MHE TIOKa3aJI0Ch,
YTO OH CJIeTKa YJbIOHYJICA. Peikue Karuim CphIBaloerocst JOK/Isi CTEKaIM 0 ero JIMILY, HO OH JIaXe
HU pa3y He IOMOPIIWJICSA U HEe CMaxHYJ UX pykaBoM. OH IIeJT HaBcTpedy Ipo3e Tak, Kak OyaTo e
Ha BCTpeuy K CBoei o0umMoit oxpyre. He XBaTano TOJNBKO IIBETOB B €TI0 pyKe.

Sl cMoTpen Ha Hero Bcero HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHH, a TIOTOM OH MMHOBAJI HAIIl JOM U OOJIbIIe
s ero HUKOrIa B XWU3HM He BHUEN. Ha crenyomuil 1eHb Mbl C APY3bsIMU, KOHEYHO ke, 0OCMEsTH
3TOTrO CTPAHHOTO YesioBeKa. Ere Obl, KTO ke B 31[paBOM yMe OyJIeT BBIIIAruBaTh B JOPOTOM KOCTIOME
HaBcTpeuy rpose? Tonbko cyMaceqmmi Kakoi-HuoOyap. C Tex Top elle J0Aroe BpeMs Mbl U Ha3bl-
BaJIU «IIWJIMHAPOM» TOTO, KTO KaK-HUOY/Ib OIJIOMIA W COBEPIINI KaKOH-HUOYIb TIIYIBIA MOCTY-
MOK. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Bce Mpo Hero 3a0bUTy 1 OOJIbIlie HUKOTAA He BCIOMUHAMM. Bee, Kpome MeHs.
41 poc, cTaHOBHJICS B3pOCIiee, HO MOsI TaMSITh HET-HET, Ja M OTKalbIBajia N3 BOCTIOMUHAHHI 3Ty Kap-
THHKY, Ha KOTOPOW YeJIOBEK C TPOCTHIO M B IIWJIMHPE CMEJIO IaraeT HaBCTpedy rpo3e U CMOTPUT
Ha Hee TOUTH BIIOOTEHHBIM B3IJIs10M. [IepBblii JecATOK JIeT s BCHOMHHAII €ro CO CMEXOM, paccKa-
3bIBast 3TY UCTOPUIO B KOMITAHMM CBOMX HOBBIX Jpy3ei. 3aTeM — ¢ yJIbIOKOH U JIETKON HOCTaJIbIUei
1o cBoeMy JeTcTBy. Korma Oosblnas 4acTb MOEH KHM3HM OCTAIaCh MO3a/H, 51 AyMal O HEM, TBITAsICh
MOHSATh, YTO UMEHHO MOOYANIIO €ro MOCTYNUTh UMEHHO TaK, a He TIOMPOCUTh YKPBITUS B ONKaiIem
J0Me ¥ Tiepeskath rpo3y. S He Haxoawn oTeTa. Elie yepes necATok JieT MHe CTaslo Ka3aThCs, UTo s
HAYMHAIO €r0 MOHUMAaTh, a ceivac, Kormua Mosi )KU3Hb yKe Ha UCXOZe, f1...

Crapuk 3anHyJICs, 3aKPbUT 171432 U IPUKPBUT UX PYKOM, CliesiaB BUJ, YTO OH IIPOCTO HEMHOT'O
ycrail. Tsokesno B3I0XHYB, OH IPOIOJIKHIL.

— A ceituac s MOHUMaIO 3TOro yesoBeka, JIéma. [lonumao 1 MHe ropbKO OT TOTO, UTO 51 TaK
J0JTO HE MOT MOHSIThH 3TY MPOCTYI0, HO OYeHb BaKHYI0 MCTUHY. Thl 3HaeIb, 51 Obl ceiiyac MHOTOE
OTJAJI 32 TO, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS HA Mapy-TPOWKY AECATKOB JIET Ha3aJ U MPOXUTh UX TO-JPYroMY.

BuxTop CrenaHoBnY BHUMATEIbHO MMOCMOTPEIT B IJ1a3a JOKTOpA.

— Bcro cBolo xu3Hb, JI€Ia, Mbl TOJBKO U JIEIAEM, YTO CMOTPUM Ha OKPY:KAIOIIUX HAC JIofiel 1
rajiaem: «A 4To OHM 000 MHe TyMaioT? A 4TO CKaxyT? A BOT €C/H 5 BOT TaK C/eJalo, TO He UCTIOpYY
JIM MIX OTHOIIEHUe K cebe? A He Ha30BYT JIM OHU MeHs AypadykoM?» Bcs Haima Ku3Hb — 3TO TpH-
CTaJIBHBIN B3I/ HA ceOsl UyKUMU Tazamu. [1a3amMu Tex, KTo OOUTCS TPO3bl U TIPSTYETCS OT Hee B
Hopax. Tex, KTo He MOXET U He YMeeT OLIEHUTh €€ KPAacOThl, COBEPIIEHCTBA M MOIIH, BIIOOUTHCS B
Hee, 3aJJ0XHYThCS OT ee BeJIMUMs U MpesecTy. Mbl CMOTPUM Ha ceOs I1a3aMH TeX, KTO HUKOI/Ia He
ckaxeT rpose: «51 Tede pan!» Tex, KToO HUKOI/A B )KM3HU HE TIO3BOJIUT cede ObITh 00JIACKAaHHBIM €10,
TeX, KTO HUKOT/Ia HE CMOXET YJIBIOHYThCSI €id ¥ MOWTH K Hell HaBcTpeuy. BoT oM 1 ecTh HacTosmue
IWTMHIPHL. A MBI HA HUX paBHSIEMCS.

CrapuK 3aMOJTJaII ¥ MPOTSIHYI PYKY, CKaB B JIAJIOHU JIOKOTh AJieKcesl.

— JIém, 51 9yBCTBYIO, UTO HEI0ro ocrajock. [Tomoxers Mue?

Uepes naTh AHEN HaJ OJHOU U3 JEpeBEHb palioHa pa3pas3ujiach rposa. Berep ruyn nepesbs,
CpBIBasi C HUX JIMCTBY M pa30pachIBasi Mo JIopore, Kak Mpa3IHUYHbE KOH(eTTH. Bermonoxu MomHui
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03apsuii YepHoe He0O, BhIUEpUYMBast HA HEM MPUYYIIUBbIE Y30pbl. [J0KIb KPYITHBIMHU, HO TTOKA e11le
PEAKUMHU KaIUISIMU CPBIBAJICS C TSIKEJIBIX CBUHIIOBBIX TYY.

VY camoii OKpauHBl JEPEeBHU OCTAHOBWIICS aBTOMOOWIIb. BHYyTpH cuaeno apa uvenoBeka. 3a
pyJaeMm — AJlekceit, a Ha maccaxkupckoM cuyieHnu — Buktop CrenanoBud. OH ObUT OJIET B KJIaccuye-
CKHUI YEpHBIN KOCTIOM, a B PyKaxX OH JepaJl HOBEHbKHMI LIWJIMH/IP.

— Moxer, nepenymaere, Buktop CrenanoBud? — onacivBo NOMIsIbIBast Ha HEOO, MPOU3HEC
JOKTOP.

— Her, JI€ma, He nepeaymaio, — OKavdasl rOJIOBOM CTapHK, — ThI JIy4Ille 3a ceOs TepeKuBaii.
Uro THI CKaxellb B OONbHHUIIE?

— Ckaxy, 4to cOexal, — YJIBIOHYJICS TOT, — Y HaC TaKoe WHOT/Ia CITyJaeTcs.

— Bor u xopo1o, — KUBHYJ CTapuK, — BCE, 51 TOIIEI.

— BukTtop CrenanoBu4, BO3bMHUTE Ha BCSIKUM CIy4ail, — JOKTOP MPOTSAHYJ CTAPUKY CBEPTOK CO
HINPULIAMY, — 51 COOpaJl Bce HEOOXOIMMBIE JIEKAPCTBA.

— Her, mue onu 6ombinie He mpuroasaTcs. Be€, JIém, mue nopa. 1 3t1o... He Oyap nmmmuHApoMm,
XopoIo?

— He 6yny, Bukrtop CrenanoBuy.

— OGemaenn?

— O6emaro.

CrapuK KpernKko NoXasl eMy PyKy U OTKPbUT JBEPb.

— A! YyTtp He 3a0buT! — XJIOTTHYJ cebs o 10y AJleKcell U, IPOTSHYB PYKY, JAOCTaJI C 3a/IHETO
CUEHbSI KPACUBYIO AEPEBSHHYIO TPOCTb. — BOT, 3TO TOKE BaMm.

— Cnacub6o, Jlemka! Cnacn6o tebe 3a BcE. A Tenepb e3xai, He K11 MeHs.

C 3TMMU CIIOBaMM CTapUK, KPSXTsl, BRIOpAJICS U3 aBTOMOOWJIS. Pe3kuil mopeIB BeTpa 4yTh He
cOMJI €ro ¢ HOT, HO OH ycTosul. [1epBblii miar facs ero ociadeBIIeMy OpraHIU3My ¢ OOJIBIIMM TPYHAOM.
Onupasich Ha TPOCTb, CTAPUK MONTYOXe HATSHYIT Ha FOJIOBY IIWJIMHAP M HEYKJTIOKE 3a11ara 1o opore
ponHoii nepesnu. llar, eme mar. Buktop CtenaHoBrY MOAHSLIT FOJIOBY M MOCMOTpes Ha He06o. Oue-
peaHast MOJIHUS MPOYEPTHIIa HA HEM KPUBOM 3Ur3ar M TYT e MCYe3ya, YCTYIUB MECTO CIeIyIoIen.

— Sl uny k Tebe, — MpoIIeNTaT CTAPUK U YABIOHYJICS Ipo3e.

Anekceit cuzien B MalllvHe, TIOJIOKUB PYKH Ha pyJib, M CMOTpEJT BCJIE yXOASIIeMY CTapuky. U
BUJIEJT, KaK C KaK/IBIM IIIarOM €ro TMOXOJKa CTAHOBUTCS BCE YBEpEHHee M CBOOOIHEe, KaK pacipaB-
JISIIOTCSA TUIEYH, KaK TIOTHUMAETCS BBIIE MOAOOPOIOK U TPOCTh CTYUHUT O 3eMJTIO BCE pe3de U pesue.
AJexcei TOJIOKIIT TOJIOBY Ha PYKH U 3aKPbLI I71a3a.

A cTapuk 11en 1o yauiie ¥ CMOTPEN Ha TPO3y TeM CaMbIM CIIOKOWHBIM, YBEPEHHBIM U TOPIKe-
CTBYIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM. B OIMH MOMEHT OH 3aMeTHJI Kakoe-To JBHKeHHe cripaBa. [loBepHyB ooy,
OH YBHJIEJI, YTO B JBEPSIX OJHOTO U3 JOMOB CTOUT MAJIbYMIIKA ¥ CMOTPUT HA HETO IIUPOKO OTKPbI-
ThIMU T1a3aMu. CTapuK YJbIOHYJICSA eMy M yXke Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYyH[ CKPbUICS 3a YIJIOM JOMa.
OH 1men HaBCTpeuy Ipo3e TakK, Kak Oy/ITo IIIes Ha BCTpedy K CBoei Jiiooumon noapyre. He xBaraso
TOJIBKO IIBETOB B €0 pYKe.

Bosnbliie ero HUKTO M HUKOTAA He BUJIEIT.
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Houp He0ecHpix CBeTISIUKOB

Bapcyk 1o npaBy cuMTasIcs caMbIM MYIpPBIM M 00pa30BaHHBIM 3BepeM BO BceM Kpyriom necy.
Jleno B TOM, 4TO ero Hopa HaxXOQWJIach HEJaJeKO OT HEeOOJIBILOro JIECHOTO 03epa, Ha Oepery KoTo-
POro 4acTo OCTAHABJIMBAJIMCh HA HOYEBKY TYpUCTBI. Kaxplil pa3, 3acibliaB JoAcKue ronoca, bap-
CYK JOKMAAJICS HOUM, BRIOMpAJICS M3 HOPBI U OECIIyMHO NOAOMpasIcs K MajaTKaM Tak, YTOObI ero
HUKTO HE CMOT' 3aMETUTb.

[TpuTauBIIKCE B TEMHOTE, OH C HIHTEPECOM MPUCITYLIMBAJICA K JIOACKUM Pa3roBOpaM, U3 KOTO-
PbIX KaXABIM pa3 y3HaBal 4TO-TO HOBOe. Harpumep, IMEHHO OT JI0[eil OH y3Hasl O TOM, [TOYEMY B
9TOM TOfly B O3epe TaK MHOTO pbIObl. OKa3auock, 4TO 3TO He MOAAPOK BomsHOro, Kak cuMrtaam Bce
3BEpH Jieca, a TaK CIIyYMJIOCh «M3-3a 3aIlJIJAHMPOBAHHBIX MEPONPUATUIN NIPe/ICTaBUTENIeN JIECHUYECTBA
Y MUHHCTEPCTBA BOJHOTO XO35IHCTBa». bapcyk He coBceM MOHMMAJT 3HAYEHUE ITUX CIIOB, HO Terepb
OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO K 3TOMY «Uyy» MPUJIOKUI PYKY YEIOBEK, a He Kakoil-To Tam BoasHoil.

V3HaB OT JIOJel 4TO-TO HOBOE, OH CTApaJICs Cpasy ke paccKa3arh 00 TOM BCEM CBOMM JpY-
3bsAM. HekoTtopble ciylianu ero, pacKpblB pThl, APYIMe COMHEBAJIUChH B MPABJUBOCTHU €r0 CJIOB, HO,
TEM He MeHee, IPOHUKAJIMCh YBaXKEHUEM K 3TOMY PacCyAUTENIbHOMY U 00pa30BaHHOMY 3BEpIO, BE/lb
CBOM peur bapcyk MpOM3HOCHII ¢ TAKUM BaXKHBIM BUJIOM M TAKUM YOeJUTETbHBIM TOHOM, YTO JakKe
CKENITUYECKU HACTPOEHHBIE 3BEPH HE PELIaIMCh EMY BO3pakKaTh.

B ToT aBrycroBckuii Beuep bapcyk, mporyasBIIMCh TO Jiecy, peln Jiedb CraTh MOpaHbILe,
YTOOBI paHO YTPOM, ITOKA JIIOJIM HA 03€pe €111e He TPOCHYJIUCh, YCIETh MOKUBUTHCS OCTaTKaMU UX Tpa-
nie3bl, KOTOpbIE Te HETPEMEHHO OCTaBSIT B KOTEJIKE. YIOOHO YCTPOMBIINCH B CBOEH HOPE, OH 3aKPbUT
I71a3a ¥ 3aJpeMaJl, HO ero COH TYT ke ObLT HapyIlIeH 'POMKHMM T'0JIOCOM, pa3JaBIIMMCsI CBEPXY.

— bapcyk! 9u! Tol goma?

HenoBosnbHO B31OXHYB, OH 3aMep, HaJesICh, YTO HE3BAHBIN TOCTh YH/IET, HO HE TYT-TO OBLIO.

— 4 gy TBOW 3amax, bapcyk! — cHOBa mocnelmanock cBepxy. — Tbl cerogHs CHOBa 3a0bLT
MOMBITbCA? BbIxoau, crapblil mpoiigoxal

— Uem rpomue Thl KPUYMIIb, TeM OOJIbIIIE MEHsI HET JIoMa! — OTBETHJI XO35IMH HOpPHI, HO BCE
ke oOHIoXa ceosl.

— Boixoau, nosnocarslii Hoc! — He yHUMaJics rocTb. — Heyskenu Tel MeHs He y3Hau?

T'onoc aeficTBUTENBHO MOKa3aiics bapcyKy 3HaKOMBIM, HO OH HUKAK HE MOT IPUTIOMHHUTb, KOMY
OH NpHHaJIekuT. HakoHeI ToOOMmBITCTBO B35UI0 BEPX, M Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/T €ro HOC MOKa3aJICs
13 HOpbl. U TyT ke ObUT KeM-TO YKyIIeH. YKyc ObUI He CHJIbHBIN, HO HEOKU/IAHHBIH, 0oTyero bapcyk
He y/IepXKaJICsl U KaK-TO MO-IIEHAYbU B3BU3THYJI, YEM TYT K€ BbI3BAJI CMEX HAIJIOrO rOCTsl.

— A TBI BCE TaKOM k€ MyIJIMBbIM, KaK U B MOJIOAOCTH, cTapbli Tpycuika! [lomHuib, g Bcerna
TOBOPUJI, UTO B TeOE TeYeT 3as14bsi KPOBb?

U 1yt Bapcyk HakoHel cooOpasui, KTO ke kJET ero y BXoja B Hopy. 3a0bIB 00 OIAaCHOCTH, OH
TYT € BBICKOUMJI Hapyxky. Tak 1 Okazanock — repeji HUM, UTPUBO CKJIOHKB IOJIOBY HAOOK M CKaJISCh
B OEJIOCHEKHOM YIIBIOKE, CTOSII APYT ero AeTcTBa — JInceHok. MHOro Jiet Ha3aj, Korjaa 00a ObUH ere
COBCEM MaJIeHbKUMM, OHU CITyYaiHO CTOJIKHYJIMCh B JIECY U, KOHEUHO K€, IOPAJIUCh, KaK 3TO MPH-
HATO Y TeX, KOTOPbIE IOTOM CTAHOBATCS JIYYIIMMU ApY3bsMU. Korzna paHsl 3aKuid, OHU MOAPATIUCH
ele pas, a MOTOM, KOrJja BCTPETHIINCh B TPETUH pa3, yxke MOHSJIM, YTO He MOTYT Apyr Oe3 japyra.
Tak OHU M MOAPYKUIKCH, HO KOTJa HEMHOTO MOJPOCIU M OKpeIuId, JIMCeHOK yIesn oT poauTesen 1
oTnpaBuics B MyTh Ha 30B Jleca, kak 3TO npuHATO y JMc, a bapcyk ocraiicss kuUTh B CBOed HoOpe,
MOTOMY YTO HUKTO M3 €ro pofa HUKOI/A He CIbIIIAT HU O KAaKOM 30Be, KOTOPI OapCyKH CUMTAIN
OOBIYHOM JIMChEH BBILYMKOH IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI N30aBIIATHCS OT CBOMX AETEH M KUTh B CBOE YIOBOJIb-
CTBUE.
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3a BpeMs OTCcyTCTBHSI JIMCEHOK 3aMETHO M3MEHUJICS, TPEBPATUBIIINCH U3 MAJIEHBKOTO 00J1e3-
JIOrO KOMOYKa PbIXkKEeH IIEPCTU C UCITYTaHHBIM B3IJISIOM B KpernKoro Jluca ¢ sipkoil yXO:KeHHOH Iiep-
CTBIO M ITyILIUCTBIM XBOCTOM.

— Tbl moMHMIIL? — HE TIepecTaBasi yabIOaThCsl, TPOU3HEC OH. — 5 TOBOPHII TeOe, UTO OTHAKIBI
BepHYCh B Kpyriibiii siec u npuy K Tede B roctu?

— Koneuno, — paccmestiicsa bapcyk, — HO, 4ECTHO TOBOps, 51 HE OYEHb B 3TO BepuJl. S mymau,
YTO THI ke 3a0bUT 000 MHE.

— 51 Bcerna nepxy coe cioBo. Korma-To st ckazan tede, uto BepHych B Houb HeGechbix Caert-
JITYKOB ¥ MBI BMECTE TIOI/IeM Ha HaIll XOJIM U BCIO HOYb Oy/IeM CMOTpPETb, KaK OHU PUCYIOT HABEPXY
cou y3opsl. S 31eck, Houb HacTynmiia, ¥ Hai XoiM KJIeT Hac, MOM JpyT.

— Houb HeGecHbix CBET/ISUKOB. .. — 3aAyMYMBO MTpou3Hec bapcyk. — A, HaBepHOe, Thl IMeelllb
B BUILY...

— Bce pasroBopsl NOTOM, MHaY€ MbI [TPOITYCTUM CaMo€e MHTepecHoe! — mpousHec Jlvc u, MaxHyB
XBOCTOM, TYT K€ CKpbUICS B 3apociisx. — He orcrasaii!

Korpa 3anbixaBimiicst Bapcyk mo6pascs go xonma, JInceHok yxe Obut TaM. [IpuroiHsB rosioBy,
KOTOPYIO OH TOJIOKUJI Ha TIEPe/IHIE JIalbl, OH OIJISIHYJICSI HA CBOETO Jpyra M CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICS.

— A THI COBCEM He M3MEHWJICA, — 0e33JI00HO XMBIKHYJI OH, — BCE TaKOW ke HEeTTOBOPOT/IUBHIN
TOJICTSTYOK, KakuM ObLT B ieTcTBe. Ckopee xke, apyr, CBeTIsIUKY yxe JeTsT!

[Tpousnecs sty ¢pasy, JIuc nocmorpen Ha He60. CerogHs OHO BHIIISIIENO MPOCTO BOJIIEOHO.
Mornounas peka, IpOTSAHYBIIAsCS OT Kpasi A0 Kpasi Y4epHOro CBOJIA, Topaxasa cBoel kpacoroit. Ot
Hee TPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO OTOpBaTh IM1a3. Bennuue u COKOMCTBUE, C KOTOPHIMU peKa Hecsa
CBOM HeOeCHbIE BOJIbl B KOCMUYECKHI OKEaH, 3aCTaBJISUIM cepylie OUThCS Yallle, a B TeJle MOsIBIISIACh
CTpaHHasl APOXKb, KaKk OyITO CMOTPHIIb HAa YTO-TO HEBEPOSTHO MpPEKpacHoe U JoOpoe, HO B TO ke
BpeMsi TPO3HOE U MOTYIIeCTBeHHOe. M BIpYyT Ha OIHO MTHOBEHHUE B HeOe 3aropesicsi MaJIeHbKUH Oro-
HeK. OH He CTOsu1 Ha MeCTe, a, CTPEMUTEJIBHO IIPOYEPTUB KOPOTKYIO, HO SIPKYIO JIMHUIO, TYT K€ IOrac.
He npomniio v HeCKONbKMX CEKyHJI, Kak CIpaBa OT HErO BCIBIXHYJI €lIe OfIMH, IOBTOPUB KOPOTKUI
nyTh nepBoro. Yepes Heckobko MUHYT HeGecHpie CBET/ISIUKM MPUHSIIMCH pa3pe3arh HeOO TO TYT,
TO TaM. OHU BCIIBIXMBAJIM U TYT € raciy, HO Ha UX MECTE MOSIBJISUIUCh Jpyrve, He MEHee sIpKue U
OBICTpBIC.

C Tpynom 3actaBuB ceOsi OTOPBATHCS OT HEBEPOSATHOTO 3penuina, Jluc nmoepHyscs k bapcyky.

— 4 pan Tebs1 BUAETH, MOH IpYT, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH. — §l HUKOrIa He 3a0bIBaJI O CBOEM 00e-
IIAHUU U KaX/IbIA pa3, Korja B JAIEKUX Kpasix MHE PUXOAUIOCh CMOTpeTh Ha CBET/ISYKOB, 5 JyMall
O TOM, YTO KOTAa-HUOYAb 51 BEPHYCh U MBI, KaK PaHbIIIe, CSIIEM PsIOM Ha XoaMme U OyleM CMOTpPeTb
Ha HUX BMECTE.

Bapcyk kuBHy 1 ycencs psaaom ¢ Jlucom.

— 51 ToXe paf, 4TO Thl BEPHYJICS, — IPOU3HEC OH, — HO C T€X MOpP MPOIILJI0 MHOIO BPEMEHU U
MBI CTaju crapiie u ymHee. M 3Haeis uro? OkasbiBaercs, 3T0 HUKakue He CBETISYKU, a MPOCTO
OrpPOMHBIE KAMHH, KOTOpPbIE MAAI0T ¢ HeOa BHU3 U CTOPAIOT U3-3a TOTO, UTO JIETSAT CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO.
N Her Hukakoit Houn HeGecupix CretnstukoB. Jlonu HasweBawoT 310 Ilepce... Ilepcemmamu Bpojie
Obl. TOYHO HE MOMHIO, HO KaK-TO TaK. § ele He MOHsUT MoYeMy, HO 9T KaMHHU JIETAT ¢ HeOa Kax bl
roJl ¥ B 9TOM HET HUYEro yIMBUTEIBHOIO. A TO, UTO Mbl PaHbllie Ha3bIBaIX MOJIOUHON PEKOii, — 3TO
IIPOCTO Ky4a TaKUX K€ KAMHEN WJIM YEeTO-TO BPOJIE HUX, KOTOpbIE CBETATCSA I1e-To Jajieko. OHU OYeHb
OO0MBIIINE, TOSTOMY MBI X U BUIIUM.

Kazanoce, 4yro Jluc ero He CIBIIINT — OH TaK U CTOsLI, 3a[paB I'OJIOBY, HO Yepe3 MUHYTY OH
MoJTya Jier Ha 3eMJIIO U, BBITSIHYB Tepei COOO nepeHue JIarbl, MeIJIEHHO MO0 Ha HUX TOJIOBY,
YCTaBMBIIMCH Tiepes] coOoi. bapcyk ke, pelmB, YTo ero Ipyr HACTOJMBKO MOPaXeH ero 3HaHUSIMM,
YTO HE MOXET BHIMOJIBUTD U CJIOBA, PEIIWJI CHOBA OJIECHYTh CBOSH SPYIUIIACH.

— A Hounoe CorHile — 310 coBceM He 11a3 HeOecHoro 3Bepst, Kak HaM B JIETCTBE paccKa3bIBal
Craperiii Bonk, a To’ke orpoMHbIid KaMeHb, KOTOPBI KPYTUTCSI BOKPYT Bcex Hac B HeOe. Kcraru, Her
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Hukakux HebecHbix 3Bepeil. Tam BooOIIe HET HUYETO )KUBOTO, IIOTOMY YTO TaM HEUYeM ABIIATh U
HET HAUKAKOH €bl.

JIVCeHOK TsKeso B3JOXHYN M TIPUKPBLT I1a3a. Ero mymmcThiii XBOCT HECKOJBKO pa3 TOIME
3eMJTIO ¥ TIPHIKAJICS K CBOEMY XO3SMHY.

— A ewe 4 y3Hai...

— JIoBOJIbHO 3HAHUI Ha CETOIHSI, MOH JIPYT, — TUXO Mpou3Hec JIuc, — J0BOJIBHO.

Bapcyk 3amomuan, a Jluc, BBOJIO HACTaJUBIIMCh HOYHOU TUILIMHOM, OTKPBLT IJ1a3a.

— 3Haerb, Tam, IJe S ceidvac KUBY, — HETPOMKO MPOU3HEC OH, — TOXe ObBaT Jiiogu. U s
TOXKE WHOTA CITYIIAI0 UX Pa3roBOPbI, MOW Apyr. S y3HaJI OT HUX MHOTO HOBOTO U YIWUBHUTEIHLHOTO.
He Bcemy s Bepio, HO MHE KaKeTcsl, OHU 3HAIOT ropas3ao 6osbiie Hac. OOBIYHO OHU CHJISIT HOYBIO Y
KOCTpa M TOBOPAT O Belllax, KOTOPBIE 1 COBCEM He TIOHMMaI. 51 He MOTY TIOHSTh CMBICJIa MHOTHIX CJIOB,
HO OJTHAK/IBI ST TOKE CIIBIIIAN, KaK OOJIBINON YeTIOBEK paccKa3bIBaJl O 3Be3/]aX CBOeMy JeTeHbilty. OH
Ha3bpiBaT MOJIOUHYIO peky MiiedHbIM myTeM, a CBeTJITYKOB — METEOPAMHU.

— Jla! Touno! Meteopsl! — pagocTHO BCKpUKHYNI bapcyk, Ho JIuc He oOpaTuil Ha ero ciioBa
BHUMAHHUS.

— 41 Bepio ero cioBam, — IPOIOJIKIII OH, — HO, 3HACIIb... DTO 3HAHKWE HE TPUHECIO MHE HU
KaIlUTM cYacThsl. 1 yacTo BCOMUHAIO, KaK MBI C TOOOM, MajieHbkue JluceHok u Bapcydok, cupenu
3]Iech, HA ITOM X0JIMe, cMoTpen Ha HebGecHbix CBETJISIUKOB, CIIOPUIA O TOM, XOJIOAHAS JIX BOJA B
MosouHO# peke, MBITAIUCh TIOHATh — YeM naxHeT Houb, kKakas Ha BKyc 3MMa M CKOJIBKO Karesb B
Hoxne. .. $1 moMHI0, 4TO 3/1eCh, ¢ TOOOM, 51 OBUT CYACTIIMB M UMEHHO MO3TOMY 51 BCEraa XOTell Bep-
HYThCS CIOJ]a HE B TO BpeMsl, Korja ¢ HeOa MajaloT M CrOpaloT caMble OObIYHBIC, XOTh M OOJIbIIINE
kaMmuu, a nMeHHo B Hous Hebecubix CemaukoB. S Medtasr 0 TOM, 4TO MBI CHOBA, XOTh HEHAJIONTO,
CTaHeM TeMH MaJICHbKMMU JETEHBIIIIAMUA U CMOXKEM CMOTPETh BOKPYT HAIMMHM JICTCKUMH TJIa3aMHU.
41 Bepu1, 4TO KOrAa-HUOYADb 51 BEPHYCh M MBI C TOOOH OyleM 3aMupaTh OT BOCTOPra, pasrisabiBast
9TOT BOJIIIEOHBINA MHUP.

JIvic momHsAICS Ha HOTY M CHOBA B3IJISIHYJT Ha HEOO.

— JKanp, 4TO A yBUAEN 3[eCh TOJBKO IMOCTapeBIero mymaporo bapcyka, HouHoe HeOO U
HECKOJIBKO JIeCATKOB MeTeopoB. [IpocTtu, uto He nan tede BoicriaThesi. HaBepHoe, y TeOst 3aBTpa MHOTO
aed.

OHn OGpocuit Ha CBOETO Ipyra BUHOBATHIN B3IJIST U TOOpesT BHU3 O XouMy. Bapcyk Momda cMoT-
pen eMmy Bciies, HO, Korja JIuc yxe oTolen Ha MPYIMIHOE PacCTOsTHUE, OKJIMKHYJI ero.

— JluceHok!

JIuc ocranoBwiCA.

— IIpoctu, s mymai, 9ro Tede OyJeT MHTEPECHO y3HATh O TOM, KAKOH STOT MUP Ha CAaMOM JeJie.

— Cniacu00, — KpUKHYJI TOT B OTBET, — TeNlePb s TOUHO 3HAIO, YTO OH CKYYHbIN U HEUHTEPECHBIM.

— Moxet ObITh M TaK, HO JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI 9TO MPOBEPUTH, HAM C TOOON HYKHO 0OsI3aTeIbHO
JOXAAThCS YTPa U IOCMOTPETh, KaK Ha Kpalo 3eMiin pacieraeT 6ombinas KpacHas Sroma. Kak nqyma-
elllb, OHA CJIaJKasl WIA KUuciasa?

JIviceHOK yBIOHYJICS |, BECEJIO B3MaXxHYB XBOCTOM, IIOCMOTpesT Ha bapcyuka.

— VBepeH, uTo KHCasi, HO 10 Mepe TOro Kak OHa 3peeT M CTAHOBUTCS KEJITON, CKOopee BCero,
KHCJIMHKA TIporajaer.

— Ckopee Bcero, Tak 1 ecTb, — KUBHYJ Bapcyuok, — xenTbie srofpl 0OBIYHO OE3BKYCHBIE.

— Be3BkycHble, kKak Betep? — pagocTHO MOANPHITHYNT HA MecTe JIMCEHOK.

— Kak Tens, — orBeTs1 Bapcyuok u ynbiOHysCs.

JIviceHOK CHOBa TOJIHSIJICS HA XOJIM U, YCEBIIIUCH PSAZOM CO CBOMM JIPYTOM, TTOCMOTpEN BBEPX.
On nmonst, yto 312 Houh HebecHbIx CBETISYKOB 00513aTeTbHO OyJeT BOIIEOHOM.

16



E. YenmpKo. «Hour Hebecusix CemistukoB. Mctopuu o [lobpe u 3ne»

Tyman

BouH cujen Ha KaMHe U 3alyMYMBO OCMaTpUBall PyKOSTh cBoero Meua. CBoe OpyKue OH 3HaJ
Hau3ycTb. Kaxmyio BeepOMHY Ha JIe3BUM, KaKIyI0 BMATUHY Ha rapje U pyKOATH. DTOT Me4 OH
MOJTyYMJT B TIOJAPOK OT CBOETO YUYMTEJIsl Ha JIeHb CBOETO COBEPIIEHHOJETHS. DTO ObUIO OKOJIO JECATH
JIET Ha3aJ, HO C TeX MOp OHU He paccTaBalvch. Med cTall MPOJOJIKEHUEM €ro Tela, ero COCTaBHOM
4acThlo. B BbIJaBaBIlyl0CS MUHYTY OT/IBIXa OH JJOCTaBaJl €0 U3 HOXKEH, aKKypaTHO M HEXHO MPOBO-
JWJ TAJIBLIEM IO XOJOAHOW CTalli, 3aTeM Opajl CreuuasibHylo OapXaTHYIO TPANUILY W MPUHUMAJICS
nonupoBarh Je3sue. Ho ceiiyac ObUIO He O OTABIXA. Y3ke BTOPOHM JE€Hb OH NMpOoOUpascs K JIOTOBY,
KaX[JyI0 CEKyHAy OXHJasi yaapa B JI0O UM CIUHY.

Bce Havyanoch okoso Mecsna Hazaja. ['ycToil HEnpoOIJIAAHBI TyMaH OIYCTHJICSI Ha JIEPEBHIO.
CHavasa uTeIM HUKaK Ha 3To He oTpearupoBaiu. [loqymaenis, Tymas... C keM He ObiBaeT. Yepes
ZIBe HezieN ObLIO cOOpaHO Beve, Ha KOTOPOM PEIHJIIM, YTO BCE 3TO HECITPOCTA M TYMaH He MOXET OBbITh
TakuM Joarum. [lo mporecTBuy ele OfHOM HeslesIn HECKOJIBKO CeMEl pelniIf MOKUHYTh JePEBHIO
U riepeexarsb B Apyroe, Oosee CrokoiHoe U Oe3omnacHoe MecTo. K KoHIly MecsiIa MmojIoBUHA KUTenen
yexaJia u3 JIepeBHH, a Jipyrasi coOMpasa Bely. TO He MOITIO He B3BOJIHOBATH IV1aBy rocesneHus. Kak
HHU TIBITAJICSI OH YCIIOKOMTDH CeJIbYaH, HUKTO ero He ciaymai. M Ha To O npuduHbl. Ieno B ToM,
YTO, HE/IABHO MOCEIMBLIMIACS B ropax [IpakoH nepuoinyecku Teppopu3HpOBaIl KUTENIE OKPECTHBIX
nocenennii. Huaero oco6ennoro. Bee 6pu10 Kak 00br4HO. Pa3 B mosroa-rog oH yTacKuBas Kakoro-
HHUOY/Ib 3aI103/1AJIOT0 MY THUKA, MHOTJa MOT CKeUb CBOMM OTHEHHBIM JIBIXaHHEM Ubl0-HUOY/Ib ICJITHKY
C ypOKaeM WUJIM MPOCTO, MpoJieTask Hajl IOMaMH, BbI3BaTh KPbLIbsMU LIKBAJI BETPA, KOTOPbINA IEPEBO-
pavmBaJI B IepeBHE BCE, UTO He ObLIO MPUOMTO K 3eMJIe M HE ITPUBS3aHO K JoMy. Bc€ Obl HUYero, moan
ye TPUBBIKJIM K HEMY, HO MOC/IE/IHE HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB OH HE OOBABIIAICS, a IOTOM €1Ie U 3TOT
TyMmaH... B oOmem, rmaBa IepeBHH XOTh M ObUI ITyIIOBATBIM YEJIOBEKOM, HO BCE ke He HaCTOJIBKO,
YTOOBI HE CONOCTABUTh 3TU JiBa (PaKTa M HE MOHATh, YTO [[pakoH 3ajyMas 4To-TO JENUCTBUTEIBHO
cepbe3Hoe. Huuero He ocraBasioch, KpoMe Kak HaHATh BonHa. 9T0 Je710, KOHEUHO, 3aTpaTHOe, HO
I71aBa MPUKHMHYJI BCe BO3MOXKHBIE MOCIEICTBUSA M PELIN, YTO JIyyllle OH OTJACT MOJIOBUHY CBOETO
3o0ta BonHy u permmt npo6iemy ¢ JlpakoHOM, YeM OCTaHeTCs B IYCTOH JepeBHE OIMH Ha OIIMH C
BO3MOKHOCTBIO IOTMOHYTh 3aBTPa WJIU N1OC/IE3aBTpa.

JIBa nHs Hazax BouH B3s1 aBaHC, BBICTyIIAT TpeOOBaHMS IVIABBl U YIIET B TOPBI Ha TIOMCKH
HajoeBIlero [pakoHa.

— A Besib MOKXHO OBLJIO C HETO ¥ MOOOJIbIIE COpaTh, — BCIyX Mpou3Hec BowH u Betan ¢ xomnox-
Horo kamHs1. ITocTosiB Ha MecTe 1 IMPUCITYIIABIINCH K 3aBbIBAHUSM BETPA, OH, CTApasCh HE LIIyMETh,
MPOJOJIKUII CBOH ITYTh.

C Kax/1pIM 111arOM TYMaH CTaHOBUJICS BCE T'yIIIE, YTO FOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO OH UJIET B ITPaBUJIb-
HOM HarpasJiieHut. [lepeniarnys yepe3 Oosblloi OyJbIKHUK, OH 3amep. UyThe HUKOI/A ero He Moj-
BOAMIIO. BOT M ceffuac OH MpaKTUYECKH KOXKeH MOYyBCTBOBAN PSIIOM C COOOM Ybe-TO MPHUCYTCTBHE.
MenJieHHO OIYCTHB PyKY Ha pyKOsITb Meua, BOuH 1oBes rojioBoil U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U JIaKe He
YIMBHUJICS, KOT/Ia B HECKOJIBKMX METpax OT ceOs yBUJIET IBa OT POMHBIX KEJTHIX I71a3a, BCIIBIXHYBIIUX
30JIOTUCTBIM OTHEM.

— Ha-pa... 51 y3Hato 3TOT Meu. A 3TO 3HAUUT, YTO 5 3HAIO U €r0 XO35IMHA, €C/IU TOJIBKO OH He
noruo B OO0 ¥ €ro Opykue He MPUCBOMI cede eltie Oosiee BeIMYeCTBeHHbI BOuH, 4eM TOT, C KOTOpPbIM
s yke BCTpevascs.

I'onoc ObUT MOXOK Ha ypYaHHUE OTPOMHOIO KOTA, C IPUMECHI0 KAaKOH-TO XpUMoTLbl. ByaTo ator
KOT BCIO CBOIO M3Hb KypWJI TAOAaK M HUKOTJA HE XOAWJ K BpayaM, KOIjia MpoCTykKajcs.

— Tax BOT KT0 3/1€Ch yCTpauBaeT NpeICTaBIIeHus1, — CIOKOMHO cKa3asl BouH 1 MejieHHO noBep-
HYJICS JIMLIOM K UCTOYHUKY I0JI0ca, — MO JaBHUI 3HAaKOMBIN. Eciu 1 npaBrUiIbHO NOMHIO, MOCTIEAHUI
pa3 Mbl BUJEIMCh OKOJIO TISATH JIET Ha3al.
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— Yersipe ¢ nonoBuHO. [ToMHUTCS MHE, 4TO TOraa ObLIO JIETO, — OTBETUI []paKoH.

— Ha, Bepno. Kak TBO€ KpbLI10?

— 3axwuno. Hageioch, yTo TBOSI pyKa TOXe B MOpPsiiKe?

BouH notep mieyo u ciaerka NoMOpIIMIICS.

— Koneuno. Ho, ckaxy yecTHO, MHE IPUIILIOCH OKOJIO TPEX MECSIIEB 3aJIeUBaTh PaHy.

— Hy 4ro %, Torna u st He 6y1y CKpbIBaTh, YTO IIPAaM, OCTABIIHUICS OT TBOETO Meva, 10 CUX IOp
nobaymBaer. Bripouem, 1aBaii epeiiiem Kk aeny. S moraapBaioch, 3a4eM ThI Clojia mpuinesr. MoxeIb
MIPUCTYNATb.

BowH KMBHYI ¥ BHITAITAI U3 HOKEH CBOM OCTPBIH, Kak OpUTBa, Meu.

— VBepsiio Te0s1, B 3TOT pa3 Thl HE OCTABHIIIL HA MHE U I[APAITUHBI, — CAMOYBEPEHHO MIPOU3HEC OH.

— [a, TeI IpaB, — orBeTU [IpakoH.

— Yt0 3HauuT — npas? — BouH onemm oTToro, 4YTo ¢ HUM TaK JIETKO COIIACUIIUCH.

— Tsl IpaB B TOM, 4UTO 51 HE OCTaBJII0 Ha TeOe napanuHbl. ECITN TOMBKO THI caM He ToIapanaeiibest
O MOU KOTTH.

— Xutpsiii [IpakoH, — yXMbUIbHYJICS BoMH, — XO4els MpUTYUTh MO0 OUTEeNTbHOCTS? § -
KOM XOpOIIIO TeOsI 3Hal0, YTOObI TIOBEPHUTH B TBOIO TOKOPHOCTD.

— Her, ThI ommbaenibes, — B rosoce JpakoHa, Kak 1mokasanoch BonHy, MpocKoib3HyIa HOTKA
rpyctu. — Ecim Ol 1 Mor, 51 Obl yOus TeOsi ele KOorjaa Thl TONBKO MPUOIMKAICS K MOEMY JIOTOBY.
WU g cnenan 61 9T0 OBICTPO, yBakas TeOs KaK caMOro JIydIlero Bpara, KOTOpBIi BCTpedaicss MHe 32
BCE BpeMsI MOEU JKU3HHU.

— A 3HaelIb, — HEMHOT'O [IOMOJIYaB, OTBETU BouH, — Be/ib Thl B 4eM-TO IpaB. 3a CBOIO KU3Hb 1
He 003aBeJicsl H OHUM HACTOSIIIMM JAPYTOM, HO HaXKWII ceOe Kyqy BparoB, U3 KOTOPBIX Thl — CAMBIH. . .

— [a, s moHMMalo, 4To Thl XOuelllb cka3aTb. CaMblii JTy4dIlIMii Bpar.

— Ha. Campiit syumuii. Tl Bcerga 3acTaBiisiyl MEHsI CTAHOBUTBCS JIydllle U cujibHee. MIMeHHO
Thl CBOMM CYIIIECTBOBaHMEM cAesian u3 MeHs Bouna. Hekoropeie ropopst — Benukoro Bonna. Ecim
ObI He ThI, 51 ObI 10 CHX TTOp OeraJt 1Mo MoA3eMeIbsIM, Pa3roHsIsi COOPHUIIA BCAKON MeJIKoi Hexxutu. Hu
OZIVH YT He crienait Obl U3 MEHsI TOro, KeM S CTaJl.

JpakoH B3AOXHYJI ¥ YCTAJIO IPUKPBLI I71a3a.

— Teneps TeOe mpuaETCS UCKaTh HOBOTO Bpara, — MPOM3HEC OH Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.

— D10 TOUHO. — BOMH chenan mar Bnepen U MoygoOHee NepexBaTiil Med, HO BIPYT, YTO-TO
BCTMIOMHUB, OCTaHOBWJICA. — [Tomosk 11, Tl CKa3as, 4yTo yous Obl MeHsl, eciii Obl Mor. [Touemy ke Thl
He czienaj 3Toro?

— [ToromMy 4TO THI OMIO37AI.

— Onospgan? 3neck ObUI KTO-TO 10 MEHS?

— Her. Tl my4iiie MeHs 3Haelllb, YTO HUKTO U3 TeX, KTO Ha3bIBaeT ce0s1 BOMHAMM, HE PEIIUIICS
Obl TpuiATH KO MHe. HukTo, Kpome Tebs1. Ckaky 4eCTHO, CHavauIa s kJ1aj1 TeOs1, 9IT00Bl YOUTH, a TOTOM,
KOTJa TYMaH CTaJl CJIUIIKOM T'YCThIM, 1 5K TeOsi, YTOOBI MOMPOIIAThCS.

— IIpuyem 31ech Tyman? Pa3Be He Tl HAIYCTUJI €0 HA JIEPEBHU, YTOOBI MO €r0 MOKPOBOM
TBOPUTb CBOM JIEJIUIIKU?

— Tak Th! He 3Haewmb? — ['ma3a [IpakoHa cHOBa BCIIBIXHY/IM BO Mrjie. — [Ioka Mbl KUBBI, Mbl
yMeeM poxkaaTh miaMs. Korjia ke Mbl yMupaeM, Hallle JbIXaHUe CTAHOBUTCS JIEJIHBIM. Mbl HauMHaeM
BBbIJIbIXaTh TyMaH. BOT 1 Moe BpeMs NpuILLo.

— To ectb TBI OOMEH?

— CmepTenbHO.

BouH omycTtun Med 1 pa3oyapoBaHHO OCMOTpeNT Ha JlpakoHa.

—Ho... Tel He MOXelIb yMepeTb. ITO HEYECTHO!

— ITO KU3Hb, MOl Bpar. M TONbKO €l MOBIACTHBI IOHATUS O YECTHOCTH.

— Ho 310 *e... Kak s Mory Tebe nmomoun?
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—IMomous? Xm... Pa3Be uto, ecim Tl OOYIEIh CO MHOM JI0 paccBeTa. OKa3bIBaeTCs, yMUpPaTh
B O/IMHOYECTBE — OYEHb CKYYHOE U HEBECEJIOe 3aHsTHE.

— 41 obemato, yro Oyay ¢ TOOOM /10 KOHIIA. — BOWH BJIOKUII B HOXKHBI MU U yCeJICSl PSJIOM C
OrpOMHOM ToJI0BOM JlpakoHa.

Onu TrOBOPUJIA BCIO HOYb. Bcnomubamm 6I)IJII>IC [HOABUT'U 1 6I/ITBI)I, B KOTOPLIX UM ITPUXOANIIOCH
BCTpEUaThCsl, MOKAa3bIBAJIM JIPYT APYTY IIPAMbI OT PaH, KOTOPbIE KOIJa-TO OCTaBUIIU APYT JPYTy, CMe-
SUTKCh ¥ BECEJTHITUCH. A TTOTOM YCHYJIM. BOWH, 0OIOKOTHBIIMIAICS HA ellie TeTTyI0 MOPAY CBOETO Bpara,
1 JIpakoH, CBEpHYBIIMICS CBOUM OIPOMHBIM TEJIOM Ha XOJIOJHBIX KaMHSIX.

YTpom, Korma paccBeT TOJNBKO 3a0pe3KWJ HaJl TOPU3OHTOM, JKUTENM IEPEeBHUA CMOTPETH Ha
HeOOo U BUJIeIM Ha HeM 3Be3/Ibl. BriepBbie 3a MOCIeTHUI MecCsII.
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Yokun

Hvutpuii ITaBnoBuy Opocwsl HaAMEHHBI B3MUIA] Ha IIBeWlapa, YCIYXJIMBO U CYETIMBO
OTKPBIBILIETO MEPe] HUM JIBEPb, U IIPOCIIENOBA K CBOEMY CTONMKY. OH Bceraa yKuHaj 3a OQHUM U
TeM ke croiom. [loaromy Tabnuuka ¢ Hagmuchio «Reserved» mpomnagana ¢ GeI0CHEKHON CKaTepTu
TOJIBKO TOrJa, Koraa JImurpui ITaBnosnd Haxoguics BHyTpH 3aBeieHUA. U TyT ke nosiBiisiach BHOBb
TI0CJIE €TO yXOAA.

— 3npascrByite, IMutpun [1aBioBruy, — aiMUHUCTPATOp pPECTOpaHa yKe CIIEInI K HEMY Ha
MOJIyCOTHYTHIX HOTaX, — B HAIlleM MEHIO MOsBUJIOCh HOBOE M3bickaHHoe Omono! Ero Henepenasae-
MBIH. ...

— MHe Kak 00BIYHO, — CyXO OPOCHIJI MY’KUHMHA U, TSKEJIO BBIIOXHYB, YCEJCs 3a CTOJI.

— Cpenaem, Imurpuii [1aBnoBud, — KMBHYJ1 aIMUHUCTPATOP M 3aCEMEHWI HA KyXHIO, MHOT/IA
OIVIAABIBASCH HA BAKHOTO MOCETUTEIS.

My’KurHa TOJIOKHJI Ha KOJIEHM MOPT(esb U JOCTal U3 Hero Ienyio madky oymar. [loka ero
YKUH TOTOBUJICS, MOJKHO OBUIO HEMHOTO BPEMEHH YACIUTH AenaM. JloroBopbl, KOHTPAKTHI, Corialie-
HUA... Bpemenu Ha Bce KatacTpopuecku He XBaTajlo, HO3TOMY KaxIyl0 CBOOOJHYI0 MUHYTY IpH-
XOOWJIOCh PaCXOI0BATh PallOHAJIBHO.

— JInmka!

Jmutpuii [TaBioBruY B3APOrHYI OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH. [JaBHO yKe OH He IOMHIJI, YTOOBI K HEMY
oOparanuch Tak (haMUIbsIpHO. A 0OpaIaIuch IMEHHO K HEMY, TaK Kak, ITOfIHSIB I'OJIOBY, OH YBUJIEI,
YTO HAIIPOTUB HETO, MPSAMO 3a €r0 CTOIUKOM cuanuT CMmepTs.

VBuUIeB Ha yiule NMepcoHaka B TaKOH OAEkK/Ae, MOKHO ObUIO OBl MOXYMaTh, YTO 3TO UbsI-TO
HeyJayHas I1yTKa, HO cenvac y Imurpus IlaBnoBuya nouyemy-T1o He BOZHUKJIO U TEHW COMHEHUS B
TOM, YTO 3TO UMEHHO OHA. OT Hee MPAMO BESJIO KAKMM-TO apKTUYECKUM XOJIOZOM, HO 3TOT XOJIOZ
OIIYIIAJICSl HE KOXeH, a Ha 0oJiee TOHKOM YPOBHE — Kak OyITO B OAMH MHI 3aMep3/IH BCE SMOLUH
Y 4yBCTBa.

— Humka! — Becesio noBropuiia oHa. — Hy yero Tel Takou cmypnoit? Kak aena?

Hmvutpuit [1aBnoBud Ha CeKyHIy 3aMep, a IIOTOM, 3aCTETHYB NOPTQEb, MEIJIEHHO OTIOKHUII
€ro Ha COCEIHUM CTYII.

— Bel 3HaeTe, MOIJIO OBITH U JIyHIIE. . .

— Tol pas, JIuMka, Moryio Obl, — KMBHY/Ia CMepTh M PUHSJIACh OCMATPUBATh UHTEPLEP PECTO-
paHa. — Xopotuee Mecto. JJaBHO cloga XOIuIb?

— Yxe roja aBa, HaBEpHOE.

— Yro? — CMepTh TyT ke ycTaBUIach eMy B IM1a3a. — He Bpu MHe.

— [I-na s He Bpy. Bpoze Obl, — 3aukasich, mpoMsaMiIdil IMUTpUIL.

— Eme pa3 cnipammsaro. JlaBHO croa Xoauiib?

Barisan myxuunsl 3a0erai. OH NpUHSJICA CYIOPOKHO BCIIOMUHATh, KOIJJa UMEHHO €My BIlep-
BBIE [IOCOBETOBAJIN 3TOT PECTOPAH.

— Hy... Moxer, He 1Ba, MOXET MOITOPA.

— Bpews. Eme pas.

JMuTpuii 0OJIOKOTHIICS Ha CTOJ M IPUKPBLT JIAAOHBIO IJ1a3a.

«Tak. MHe 3TOT pecropaH nokasai ['eHHaguii AjleKcaHIpOBUY, KOT1A MBI [IOANMCATA KOHTPAKT
Ha TocTaBKy obopyaoBanus. Korma sto 6pu10? IlocTaBKM Hayaauch B CEHTSAOpE, 3HAUUT 3TO MPHU-
MepHO. .. Jla, Touno. IloanuceiBaim Mbl B Havasie aBrycra. [lomydaercs, 4To rof v A€BATb MECALIEB».

—T'on u neBaTh MecAueB Hazaz. DTO TOYHO, — YBEPEHHO KUBHYI JIMUATpUI.

— Cnyuiaid, Tel B KOrO TakoM BpPYHMILKA, a? — yiblOHynach CMepTh U AypaluiiBo MPUTrpo3uia
€My MaJIbLEM.

— Jla Touno! {1 moMHI0, YTO 3TO OBLJIO TOfI. ..
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— He Hy’xHO MHe BpaTh, — JKECTKIM T'0JI0COM Tepeduna ero CMepTh, — He Hy’)KHO MHE Bpath O
TOM, YTO Thl U3MEPSEILb CBOIO )KU3Hb TOAMHU.

— Kak 310? — He nonsun Imutpuii. — A yem xe erie?

— Ceituac moiimerb, Jumka. — CMepTh ycenach ToynoOHee U 3a4eM-TO MOTepiia KOCT/IsIBbIe
KHCTH JPYT O Apyra. — To Mosi ToOuMasi Urpa ¢ oasMu. 51 Ha3piBaio ee «Becenoe aHKeTHpoBaHKe»
To kak? He mpotus?

— ... Kak Obl. ..

— Bor u ommnuHo. 4 3agam TeOe nsTh BorpocoB. OTBETHUINb HA Bee — OyJiellb Y:KUHATh 0e3
MOETO MPUCYTCTBHUS.

—Aecm...

— A eciu Hert, To He Oynenb yxuHaTh. [Toexanu. [lepssiil Borpoc. OH serkuii. CKOIBbKO MOpPT-
(eneii Ha3aL THI YCTPOUJICS HA CBOIO PadoTy?

— Yro? D10 Kak? YTO 3HAYUT — CKOJIbKO TIopThesent Hazaa?

CMmepTh MeIJIEHHO JOCTajIa U3 CKJIAJOK CBOEH OfI€k/Ibl Yachl HA JJIMHHOM 1IETIOYKE U MOJI0KUIIA
UX Ha CTOJL

— 3abbuta ckazaTb. Ha Kaxaplil OTBET JaeTcss MUHYTA.

Hmutpuii [TaBnoBuy 3aep3ai Ha CTyJe.

— 41, kaxeTcs, TOHUMAI0, — POILENTAN OH, — Cefvac, CEKyHO0UKY. .. Tak, epBblil 1 caM Ky,
BTOPOM MHE KE€Ha MoJapuiia, a TOT MHE KOJUJIeTH npe3eHToBayiu. Beixoaur. .. Tpu! Tpu noprdens
Hazan!

— AbcomoTHO BepHO, [lumka! —3actykana B nagonm CmepTs. — Buiuiib, a Tel 60stcs. Keratw,
TBOsI CEKpeTapIlia MpeyIoKMIa CKUHYThCs TeOe Ha 30JI0ThIE Yachl, HO TBOM KOJUIETH IOCUMTAIIH, YTO
9TO CJMIIKOM XHUPHO AJis TeOs1. Utak, cnemytonmii Borpoc. CKOJBKO TMOJAPKOB HA3a/1 Thl TOBOPUI
CBOEH JKEeHE, YTO JIIOOUIIE ee?

— O kak, — 3agymaics [Imutpuid, — 1a 1, Bpoje Obl. ..

— Munyra nomua.

«Yepr, a KOrga s B MOCIETHUN pa3 BOOOIIE YTO-TO MoAoOHOe ropopui? — Meiciu Imutpust
METAJIMCh I10 3aKOYJIKaM namsTtu. — JlagHo, ceiiyac BComHIo. Ha aeHb poxaeHns nopapui UEeToukKy,
HO Bpojie ObI HIUero Takoro He ropopu. [To3apaswt u Bc€. [lo TOro Ha BOCbMOe MapTa Aapri Opac-
net. ['oBopun? Bpone 6wl Het. HoBblit ro... Kombio. [la, TouHo, Kombio. BooOie cMyTHO TIOMHIO
toT HoBeii ron... A! Ha oqHOM 13 KOpHOpaTMBOB KOHKYpPC Kakoi-To Obu1. Hamo OblIo Kpuvarh,
yto moomo. Jla, Touno! { erme mesHBIN TOrma ObUL... DTO OBUIO JIBa rojia Ha3aja. BeIXxomuT, mo Tpu
NoJIapKa B TOI».

— IlaTtHaguate cekyHa, — najbLeM nocryvaia rno yacam CMeprb.

— [ecrs. lects mogapkoB Ha3a.

CwMmepTh 3amepiia U CHOBA LLEJIKHYJIa 1o yacam. CTpesika OCTaHOBUJIACh.

— IIpaBunbHO? — Ha 16y JIMUTpHst BBICTYIIMITH KalleJIbKH MOTA.

CmepTb MOTYAJIA.

— Her? He miects? — mporienTan oH JpOKaIiiM roJ0COM.

— W at0... [IpaBunbHeiil otBeT! IMMKa, Thl YEro Tak BOJMHYyeUIbCs? — 3acMestyiach OHa. — Kak
Oy/TO Ha TOJOBYIO 3apIUiaTy urpaenib. Kcratu, B ipeArnociefHA pa3 Thl MPU3HABAJICS €il B JTIOOBU
3a NATHAALATh MOJAPKOB JI0 TOTO KOPIOPATUBa. JTO TaK, K CBEACHUIO.

JMutprio ObUIO HE 10 cMeXa. DTOT BOMPOC MOUYEMY-TO OTOPYMII €ro, XOTh OH U OTBETHMJI TTpa-
BUJIbHO. B maMsATH BAPYT BCIUTBUIA BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 MOJIOAOCTH. Kak oH co cBoeli OyayIiei keHou
JIe3 Ha KPBIIIIy MHOTO3TaKKH, YTOOBI ITPOCTO MOCMOTPETh Ha 3Be37Hoe Hebo. Kak oHM B BHIXOTHOM
BCTABAJIM B YETHIPE yTpa, YTOOBI BCTPETUTH PACCBET 3a roponoM. Kak oH 3abupaics K Heil B OKHO,
KOTJJa OHa JKWJIa Ha BTOpOoM 3Taxe. Kak oH BriepBble Mpu3Hasics et B mooBH. .. Kyna 1o Bce ncuesno?
[Nomapku crany 00s13aHHOCTHIO, TPUYPOYEHHOM K ornpeei€HHbIM qHM. [TocT caat, mocT mpuHsI. . .
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— Urak, cnepyiomuii Bonpoc. — CMepTh BeITalIIA €r0 U3 BOCHOMUHAHUI: — CKOJIBKO aBTOMO-
Ousteld Ha3a THI BUZEJICS CO CBOUM JApyrom nercrsa Ceperoii?

— C Ceperoii? — Haxmypwicsi myxkunHa. — A, Cepera! Bcnomuwmi. 1o 6su10. .. Tak, nmepByio
MAIlHY OH MHE TTOMOTaJl BRIOMpPaTh, a BOT BTOPYIO... Her, MeHs1 K TOMy BpeMEHH Y:Ke TIOBBICHIIU U
MBI TIEPeCTaIn BUIEThCS. TONBKO CO3BaHMBAIMCH MO TpazaHuKam. [locsie BTOpo#t y MeHs ellie ogHa
ObLJ1a ¥ yXKe IMOTOM BOT 3Ta. BHIXOAMT, YTO TpU aBTOMOOWJIS HA3a/l.

— DTO OKOHYATEJIbHBIN OTBET?

— Ha, Tpu.

B 310t pa3 CmepThb He cTaa TAHYTh BpeMsl.

— W cnoBa npaswisHO! Momnopeir, [lumka! Keratu, Cepera ymep B IpOIIUIOM o1y, — TPOAOJIKAst
yIBIOAThCS, T0OABUIIA OHA.

— Kak ymep? — ormmapaiiieHo ripousHec JIMutpuii.

— Bor Tak. Bbiia BO3MOXKHOCTB €ro CIacTH, HO He XBaTUJIO JIEHET Ha OMEeparyio.

— Ho... Kak xe tak? [louemy oH MHe He MO3BOHMJI? — B cepaiiax CTyKHYJ KyJIakoM IO CTOTY
JMuTpuUi.

— 3BoHus1. Ho eMy HUKTO HEe OTBETHJI, IOTOMY YTO Thl HE MOCYUTAT HYKHBIM COOOIIUTH eMY
CBOW HOBBII HOMEP.

— Cepera... — CXBaTHBILKCH PyKaMH 3a rOJIOBY, 3amenTai Jmurpuil. B maMsiTu TyT %e BCIUIBLIO
BEYHO yJbiOatomeecs: uio apyra. Cepera ObUT AyIIOH KOMIaHUM. A Kak OH 32)KHTall HA TUTape. ..
Ho oH HUKaK He COOTBETCTBOBAI HOBOMY Kpyry oOrmeHus JIMUTpus, 1a U1 BpEMEH! Ha BCTPEUr He
XBaTajo. A MOCTOSIHHBIE 3BOHKH C MPEJIOKEHUSIMU ChE3/IUTh Ha PHIOATIKY, BHIOPAThCS K MOPIO C
naJIaTKaMH WJIH TTOXKAPUTDb MSICO B JIECY, YTOMJISUTH M OTBJIEKAJIH OT MOBCETHEBHBIX JIEN M 3HAKOMCTB C
HYXHBIMHU JIOAbMU. VIMEHHO M03TOMY OH peui He coodiaTh Cepere CBOI HOBBII HOMeD TesiepoHa,
pelmB, 4To Koraa-HuOyab cam ¢ HUM cBsixercs. He mo3Bonui. U yxe He mo3Bonut. Hukorna.

— YeTBepThIil BOMPOC, — KaK HU B 4YeM He ObiBasio, mpoponkmia CMepTh. — CKOTbKO MUJITUOH-
HBIX KOHTPAKTOB Ha3aJ] Thl XOAWJ B 300MapK CO CBOEH J0Yepbhi0?

Ha [Imutpust 66110 KaJIko cMOTpeTh. HaqMeHHBI B3MIIsA] Ky[a-TO KcUe3, JIUIO OCYyHYIoCch. OH
Kak Oy/TO mocTapes Ha JeCATh JIET 32 MUHYThI 9TOW Iypallkor UrPHI.

— C noukoi... C Hel 51 XoAWJI B 300MapK Kak pa3 0 Moero noseiiieHus1. C Tex nop Msl oj-
MUCAJIM JIBA/IATh JEBSITh MUJUTMOHHUKOB, — KaK-TO PAaBHOIYIIIHO TIPOrOBOPUII OH, MOATIEPEB TOJIOBY
PYKOM. — DTO s XOPOIIO MOMHIO, TIOTOMY YTO MBI KaK pa3 COOMPAIMCh YCTPOUTh MEPOTPUATHE TIO
MOBOAY I00MJICHHOTO KOHTPAKTA.

— He 6yny te6s1 myuutsb, [Jumka, — kuBHyaa CMepTh, — 3TO NpaBWIbHBIN 0TBeT. Ketatu, TBOS
J0Yb UHOTJIA Ha3bIBAET Maroit cBoero aeaymky. Ho ato menouu. Tl rOTOB K mocieHeMy BOIpocy?

CmepTb niepecTana yapi0aTbCsl U IPUCTATIBHO TTOCMOTpea Ha Jmurpus.

—3T10T Bornpoc Oyaet cioxHbM. Tede npuiercsi camoMy chopMyIHPOBaTh OTBET MO MPaBHJIaM,
KOTOpbIE ThI, HA/IEIOCh, YK€ OHsUL. ['0TOB?

JMUTpHii yrpioMoO KUBHYJI, HE OTPbIBasI IJ1a3 OT CTOJIA.

— Korzaa Th1 ObUT CUACTIIMBBIM YeJIOBEKOM?

Oma 11esKHyJ1a TI0 YacaM U CTpeJika rmodexkana mo Kpyry, orMepsisi, ObITb MOXKET, TOCIIEAHIO
MUHYTY *)u3HU [IMutprsi. OH ke paBHOLYIIHO CIEIWI 32 Held, Kak OyATO BCs 9Ta CHTYalusl €ro
COBCEM HeE KacaJlach.

[TaTHaguare cexkyHa,.

CMepTh MEJIEHHO TOJIOKUIIa PYKU Ha CTOJI.

Tpuauare cexkyH,.

JMUTpHii B3AOXHYJI, TPUKPBLT I71a3a U 3aKPbLT JIUIO PyKaMHU.

Copok nATh CEKYHA.

B xoHIie 3aya mokazaiicsi agMuHUcTpaTop. OH pen JIMYHO MPUHECTH 3aKa3aHHbIe Omona
Hmvutpuio IaBnoBuuy.
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[IaTpnecar BoceMb CEKyH/,.

— OJHY KU3HB Ha3a], — IOCMOTpPEB B I1a3a CMEPTH yCTaIbIM B3IJISIAOM, TIporterntai JIMuTpuid.

Crpenka 3aBepImia Kpyr ¥ ocTaHoBuiIack. CMepTh OepekHO B3sijla Yachl, MOJTYa BCTaja M3-3a
CTOJIa ¥ BCTaJIa 3a CIIMHOM 3aKMYPUBIIETocsi Myk4rHbL. [T0JI0KMB KOCT/ISIBBIE PYKU €My Ha TUIeUH,
OTYero Yepe3 BCce ero Telio mpoodexana quKas ApoXkb, OHA MEJICHHO HAaKJIOHWJIACh K €ro YXY.

— IIpudarHoro annerura, [Iumka.
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Maaenbkun Hok

KoteHok nogomien kK NpuOTKPHITON IBEPU U, 3aIVISIHYB B I1I€JIb, 110 TPUBBIUKE MPUCEIT HA 3a/1-
HUE JIalbl, YTOOBl OOyMaTh — JISHCTBUTEIIBHO JIM €My CTOMT B Hee 3aXO/luTh. B3BecHB Bce «3a» W
«IPOTHB», OH MIPUHSI PEIIEHUE U, MTOTSHYB JIANIOW ABEPb, OKAa3aJICs BHYTPU MTOMEUICHHUS.

VOpaHCTBO KOMHATBI HE OTIIMYAIOCH 0COOBIM pa3HooOpaszueM. Bosib cteH kKaOuHeTa CTOSUTH
CTYJIbsI, & TIOCEPEIMHE — CTOJ, Ha KOTOPOM, CPEIM CTOIOK Oymar, BO3Jiexkasn OOJBIION Oeblid KOT.
3aMeTHuB IoCTsl, OH IIMPOKO 3€BHYJ U YCTABUJICS HA KOTEHKA 3€JIEHbIMHU IJ1a3aMHu.

— IIpuBer, — IEHMBO MPOU3HEC OH.

— 31pacTu, — OTBETUII KOTEHOK.

— 3HaelIb, KTo g7

— Her.

— 1 — Komrauuii Bor, — BaskHO MpoU3HeC KOT, — ¥ pa3 XK Thl yMep, 5 ceftuac Oyay cyauTh TeOs 1o
TBOMM JieJlaM. A B KOHIIE BHIHECY pellieHHe — KyJa TeOe OTIPaBUThCs. ECIv ThI TPOKKIT CBOIO )KU3Hb
MPaBWIBHO, TO Thl OTIpaBuIlbes B Komauui Pait — mecto, rae KpyIyibii rof LIBETET BajepuaHa, rae
MBIIIA TaKUE TOJICTBIE, KUPHBIE U TIYIIBIE, YTO ISl TOTO, YTOObl MX MONMATh, JOCTATOUYHO MPOCTO
JIeYb ¥ OTKPHITh MACTh, I1Ie MOKHO TOUMThH KOT'TH 000 BCE, UTO YTOJHO, TJie YecaTh Tedst OyayT, Koraa
THI 3aX0YEIlb.

— A eciu A KW HEPABUJIBHO?

— Torga noipems B Komaunii Ax. Tam pacTyT OfHM aneabCUHbl U MaHIAPUHBI, TTOCTOSTHHO
UJET JOX[b, & MBIIIK OEraioT Tak OBICTPO, YTO €llle HUKTO He CMOTI MoiMath HU ofaHy. U emie Tam
MOCTOSIHHO YeLIEeTCs 32 YXOM.

— He o4eHb xopoliiee MecTo, — B3JJOXHYJ KOTEHOK.

— Hy tak An xe... — ¢punocodcku 3ameTns Kot. — Utak, Haunem. Kak Te0st 30ByT?

— Hok.

— Hok?

— JIa, Hok.

— Hert Takoro nmeHmu.

KoTeHok ynuBiIeHHO nepeBelt B3I/ C KOTa Ha CBOM XBOCT, IIOTOM TILATEIBHO OCMOTPEJ CBOU
JIarbl ¥ Aae MOMbITAJICS CKOCUTD IJ1a3a Ha CBOIO CIIUHY.

— Kak s1o — Het? 4 e ecThb, 3HAUUT U UMS €CTh.

— Hu onuH YenioBek B 37jpaBoM yMe He Ha3oBeT koTeHKa Hokom. Uto 310 32 nMs? V 1ebst Obun
cyMaclilemme xo3sesa’?

— JlagHo, MeH# 30ByT HOKTIOpH, — HEMHOT'O CMYTHBILIUCH, IPU3HAJICS KOTEHOK, — TPOCTO MHE
OoJIbIlIe HPABUTCSI KOPOTKOE UMSI.

— W 4ro 3HaunT 310T «HOKTIOpH» ?

— MeHns Tak 30ByT.

— IT0 1 yX)e NOHsI. MHe UHTEPECHO — UTO 3HAYUT TBOE UM ?

— Ortkyna g 3Ha10? MeHs Tak Ha3Bajla XO3sHKa.

— VBepeH, 4To OHa cama He 3HAET, YTO 03HAYAET 3TO CJIOBO.

— 970 CJI0BO 0003HAYAET MOE MM, a MOE UMl 0003Ha4yaeT MeHs. YUTo 37eCh HEITOHATHOIO?

— Bynp n06p, moBTOpHM €ro erne pas.

— Hok.

— Hert, nonHoCTHIO.

— HOKTIOpH, — HEXOTS POU3HEC KOTEHOK.

Benblil KOT 0 4eM-TO ITyOOKO 3aayMalicsl, IPUKPBIB IJ1a3a U MHOTA MMOMaXHUBash MyIIUCThIM
XBOCTOM.
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— MoskeT, y:ke HauHeM CYIUThCS ? — oA ToI0C KOTEHOK, KOTOPBIN U paHblIle He 0YeHb JTI0OHIT
cBoe rnosHoe uMs. Ho cerognsi eMy nmouemy-To CTajio 3a Hero OCOOEHHO CTBIIHO.

— Trl 3Hae111b, MHE B rOJIOBY HE IPUXOAUT HUKAKMX aHAIOTMIA. — Bestblil OTKpbUI I71a3a ¥ TOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha KOTEHKa CBEPXY BHU3. — {1 CJIbIIIIA MHOTO MIMEH Ha CBOEM BEKY, HO 3TO. .. HOKTIOpH. .. 3ByuwT,
Kak... Kak... — HeoxxuaanHas norajaka npuiivia B rosiopy benomy. — Bot oHo uto! HokTiopH 3ByunT
Kak: «K HorTio» ! TBOSI X03sliiKa, CKOpee Bcero, Oblla CypoBOH keHIHOW. KopMuia xoTs nHOTrIa?

— Kaxpiii 1eHb.

— buna?

— Hu pa3zy.

— A Kak ke Tbl 371ech OKazaJcs?

— Ynais B OKHO, — B310XHY/1 Hok.

— [IpaBunbHO rOBOPUTH — BBINIAJT U3 OKHA, — ITOTIPaBUJI ero besblii, — He camas JTydiuast CMepTh,
HO U He camas 1uioxas. Bopouem, — HEMHOro MojymaB, IPOM3HEC OH, — [JIYIO JIEIUTh CMEPTH 1O
Ka4eCTBEHHOMY NpU3HaKy. [ TaBHOE B HUX — pe3y/IbTaTUBHOCTh. TBOsI CMepPThb ObliTa pe3y/IbTaTUBHOM.

— Moxer, Bce-Taku HaYHEeM CYJUThCsI? — CHOBa HarnmoMHuI o cede Hok.

— AXx, na. Ilpoctu, — kuBHY1 Benblit u ipuHsi 0osee TOPKECTBEHHYIO 03y, NMEePEeBATUBIINCH
Ha Jpyrou OOK, — JaBail HAUHEM C TBOUX TPEXOB. ..

Ho rpexu Hoka Tak 1 octanuch M3BECTHBI TOJIBKO €My OJHOMY. Yepe3 ceKyH/1y OfiHa U3 IBepen
B KaOMHET pacraxHyJach U B KOMHATY BOIIEJT KTO-TO, OYeHb TIOXOKHMI Ha yesloBeKa. B mpuHiurme,
OH HUYEM OT YeJIOBeKa M He OTIIMYaIICs, mo3TomMy y Hoka He OblJIo HUKaKMX OCHOBAHMI UCITYTaThCs
3TOrO rocTsl. besblil e, HA00OPOT, MPHKAJICS K CTOY M OUeHb MEJICHHO TIOMbITAJICS CIIe3Th C HETro
TaK, YTOOBI YeJIOBeK ero He 3ameTs1. Ho 6b110 mo3aHo.

— A Hy OpbICh CO cTosa! — BBIKPUKHYJI BOIIEIINI U YTPOKaIoIIe B3MaxHYJI pyKOH.

Benbiii TyT ke OKazasics Ha TIOJTy, a ke Jepes nmapy ceKyH I, cerka 3a0yKCoBaB MpU PasroHe,
CKpbUICS B IPOEME JIBEPU, U3 KOTOPOT'O TOJIBKO UTO MOSIBUJICS YEJIOBEK.

— 31, kyga Tel? — 3akpudan Hok. — A kTo OyzieT co MHOW CyaUThCS?

Bowenmuii Ha cekyHAy 3amep, MbITasChb MOHATh, OTKYy/AA pa3falicsl MUCK, 3aTeM, YBUJIEB
KOTEHKA, MOJOIIEN K HEMY U IPUCEI PSJIOM.

— A KTO 3TO K HaM MOXaIoBaj? — ynslOasich, MPOM3HEC OH U, MPOTSIHYB pyKy, novyecas Hoka
32 yXOM.

— Bol He moackaxkere, kyaa yoexan Komaunii Bor? — cripocui KOTeHOK. — Mbl JOJKHBI ObUTH
CYOMTBCS, 9TOOBI OH CKa3al MHe Kyna uath — B Kormaunii Pait umi Komauuii An.

— Komaunit Bor? — CHavasia Miio yesoBeka pacruibuioCh B YJIBIOKE, a TIOTOM OH 3aTpsiccs B
0e33By4HOM cMexe. — DTOT OelIblil MPOXUHIEeH, 00K0pa M XUTpell cKazai tede, uto oH Komauwii bor?

— la, ¥ MBI ¢ HUIM JIOJKHBI ObLT cyauThes. Kyna on yoexan?

— Ilymaio, 4To OH MoOekaj UCKaTh Kakoe-HUOYb IPyroe MI0CKOe MeCTO, Ha KOTOPOM OH pac-
riacTaercs, Kak OJvH, U TpefacTcs pa3MBIIUICHUSIM O CBOEW BaKHOCTH.

— Tak oH... OH He bor? — Haxmypwicst Hok.

— ¥V KOTOB HeT OOrOB, MaJIBIIII, — YCMEXHYJICSI UeJIOBEK M CHOBA IMOTJI/INI €ro O ToJlIoBe, — Bbl
UX He MPUIYMaJHd B CBOE BpeMs, a JIOIU He YIOCYKHIUCh C/IeNIaTh TO 32 BAaC, TAK KaK OHU ObLIH
3aHSATHI IPUAYMbIBAHIEM CBOUX OOTOB.

— U uto mHe Teneps aenats? Kyna mue uatu? B Ag unu B Paii?

— Hy, 4TO Xe Thl Tako¥W DIYyMbIiA? — yABIOHYJICS YeJOBeK. — Y Bac HeT HU pasi, HA aaa. Thl
MOXeIlb CBOOOIHO TYJISITh TIO BCel. .. Tepputopuu. HazoBem ee Tak. TOUHO Tak ke, Kak 3TO JAesaeT
OeJIbIil KOT, C KOTOPBIM ThI YK€ TIO3HAKOMUJICS.

KoteHok 3ayMuBO B3JOXHY M CHOBA ITIOCMOTPEJ HA YeJIOBeKa.

— Heyxenu HUKTO He mpuAyMall, Y4eM 3aHUMAaThCs KOIIKaM nociie cmeptu? Kak-To 3T0 CKy4HO
— HMYEro He JeJarh.
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— Hy... — YenoBek pa3Ben pykd B CTOpPOHBI. — Bam cienoBasio Obl mo3a00THTHCS 00 3TOM
paHblIle ¥ MpUAyMaTh ceOe 3aHsATHE TIOCIIe CMEPTH.

— 7Kasiko, 4TO HUKTO M3 MOETo pPoAa HUKOTrAa 00 3TOM He 3a/lyMBIBAJICS, — MOKaYall TOJIOBOM
Hoxk u cHOBa noaHsu1 B3I/ HA YesoBeKa: — A KTo Bbl Takoi? OTKyaa Bbl BCe 3TO 3HaeTe?

— 4 — Yenoseueckuit bor, — npeacTraBuics OH, — OIUH U3 Te€X, KOTOPOTrO MPUAYMAaIU JIOIH.
Te, KOoTOpBIE BEPAT B MEHS, BCTPEYAIOTCS 3[1€Ch CO MHOII 1ocyie cBoer cMepTu. U g pemalo, Kyna ux
HanpaBuTh — B Yenopeueckuid Ag unu Paii.

— A st MecTa... An u Pail Toxe npuaymanu oHu camu?

— Koneuno, — kuBHy:1 bor, — Ha camoM Jiesie 3Toi BeesleHHOM HeT HUKAKoro Jiefia A0 BCSIKUX
HakazaHuil U nooipenuid. [Toatomy 3agauy npuayMbIBaHUS BCETO STOIO OHA BO3JIOKMIIA HA CAMUX
JONIeH.

— Iomyuaercs, 3nech ecTh M Apyrue yeaoBeueckre 6oru?

— Ha, ux 371ech BeaMKoe MHOXeCTBO. Kakaplii yesloBeK BCTpEYaeTcsi cCO CBOMM OOToM Iociie
CMEpTH.

— A ecv OH He BepUT HU B KaKux OOroB?

— Torga oH HM C KEM He BCTpevaeTcs, a POCTO KUBET 3[1eCh B COOTBETCTBUM CO CBOMMM ITpe-
CTaBJICHUSIMU O 3arpoOHOM XKu3HHU. HekoTopble BepsAT B TO, YTO OHMU OyAyT THUTH B 3eMJle TOCTIe
CMEpTH, — OHU 3/1€Ch ITUM U 3aHUMAIOTCS. EciM BBIITH U3 KOMHATBI M IPOITH 110 KOPUIIOPY, & TOTOM
CBEPHYTh HAJICBO M BBHITH Ha YJMILY, TO MOXHO OyJeT OKa3aThCsl B TOJIE, T1e BCE OHU MOTUXOHBKY
paznaraiorcs. EcTb T€, KOTOpble BEPUJIM B TO, UTO MOC/IE CMEPTU OHU MEPEPOAATCS B JPYIUX KUBBIX
CYILECTB — C HUMM BCE Tak W mpoucxoaut. EcTb aaxe Takue o, KOTOPhE CUATAIOT, YTO IOCEe
MX KOHIIAa C HUIMU HUYEro He POM30MAET Y HACTYIIUT BeuHas TeMHOTAa. W uX NeMCTBUTENIBHO KIET
temHoTa. Hy, a Te, k10 HyXaaercs B Cyre, — MonajsaoT KO MHE. DTOT MUP OYeHb JOOP U CIIPaBE/IJINB
KO BceM. OH HUCIOJHSET KeJIaHUsl KaXJI0ro, Hy’)KHO JIMIIb TOJIBKO B 3TO NoBeputh. Kaxgomy — no
BEpeE €ro.

Korenok ciyman Yenoseueckoro bora ¢ IMPOKO OTKPBITBIMU [JIa3aMH, BHUMAasi KaXJIOMY €ro
CJIOBY.

— Bor u Bes ucropus, ApykKoK, — yiubiOHyAcs YenoBedeckuit bor ¥ mormaguin KOTeHKa 1o
roJIoBe, — Terepb UM, a s 3aiiMych cBouMH Jesiamu. Ceituac cioa OyIyT 3aXOAUTh JIIOIU, KOTOpPBIE
BBIIyMaJId MEHS1 U TIOBEPUJIH, a 51 Oydy CYJHUTh UX IO 3aKOHAM, KOTOpPbIE OHH, OISITh K€, CAMH 1 TIPH-
aymaiai. Hekotopele U3 HUX BechbMa 3a0aBHbIE, — IIOAMUTHYN Bor KOTEHKY.

—Ho... {1 He xouy mpocTo NUIATHCA 371eCh Oe3 aena, — B3AoXHY T HOK, — Helb3s Jiu cenaTh Taxk,
YTOOBI y MEHSI TOXe ObLIO Kakoe-HUOyIb 3aHsATHE?

— Bpsin i, — nokavan ronoo#t bor. — Keratu, a yem Obl TH caM XOTeJT 3aHAThCS ?

— MHe kaxercsi, 4TO JIOOH, KOTOPbIE MOMAJaloT CIoAa, He OYeHb PAAYIOTCSl 3TOMY COOBITHIO.
41 GBI MOTr BCcTpevaTh UX 37ech, y Bxopa. OHu Opamu Obl MEHs Ha PyKH, a s1 Obl MypyUas M ThIKAJICS
MOKPBIM HOCOM B HX JIaJoHU. Toraa um OyaeT He Tak CTpAIHO, KOTJla OHU TIOMMYT, YTO YMEpJIH.

— XM. — Bor 3aiymMmunBo novecas nondopoaok. — MHe KaxeTcs, YTO OHU ObUTH OBl paJibl TAKOW
BCTpeue. .. 3Haelllb, 51 He poTuB. Ho oT MeHs 310 He 3aBucHT. Eciu Tl cMOXelb cienath TaK, YToObI
JKUBBIE y3HAIM O TeOe M MOBEPWIH, UYTO BCTPETAT Tedsl 3[ech, TO MyCcTh Tak M OyneT. Kcraru, kak
TeOs1 30BYT?

— HokTiOpH, — CHOBa CMYTHJICSI KOTEHOK, — HO MHE OOJIbIlie HPABUTCS, KOTJa MEHS Ha3bIBAIOT
Hoxkom.

— Hy uro %k, masienpknii Hok, morpoOyii pacckasath 0 ceOe JOIsIM.

— A kak?

Bor ornsiHyscst Mo CTOpOHaM M HAaKJIOHWJICS IOOJTMKE K KOTEHKY.

— CHbl, — 3a11enTan oH, — 3T0 €AUHCTBEHHOE CPEACTBO CBSA3M MEX/y HalluMu mupamu. [Ipu-
CHUCh KOMY-HHUOY/Ib M PAacCKaxu O ceOe. A 3TOT 4eJoBeK mopenaeT o Tede Apyrum. BuiTh MOXeT,
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B TeOs1 MOBEPUT JIOCTATOUHOE KOJTMYECTBO JIOAEH U TOrIa Thl CMOXEIIb TIOMOraTh UM, a He Oy/elb
ararbCs 371ech 0e3 nena. ..

Bce MbI korga-Huoyns okaxemcs Tam. HeBakHO — B KOro ¥ BO UTO BBl BEpHUTE, MPOCTO 3HAKTE,
yro y Benukoii [IBepu Bac OyaeT kaaTh MajleHbKHii KoTeHOK. CMerno 6epute ero Ha pyku. OH 00si3a-
TEJILHO 3aMYpPUHUT U IIPUKMETCS K BaIllM JIaJOHSIM, a BaM Oy/IeT He TaK CTPAITHO MePeCTyIUTh Yepe3
nopor Be4HocTu. OH 00513aTeIbHO YCIIOKOUT Bac W mpuodoapuT. Tombko HasbiBaiiTe ero Hokom —
OH He OYeHb JIIOOUT CBOe MmoiiHoe ums. [la, mepenaiite emy, 9to s caenai BcE, 4to Mor. [lymain, oH
oOpamyercs.
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IIucemo Tede

3npasctByit! {1 nonro penranack HarmMcaTh TeOe STO MMCHMO, HAYMHATIA, a 3aTEM OTKJIa/IbIBasIa
ero Ha notoM. He 3Haio — noiiMelnlib Thl MEHsI WM HET, HO BCe e 5 pellnia, YTo JI0JKHA paccKasaThb
Te0e O TOM, YTO MeHs TpeBOXMUT. IIpounTail, a ecm codrtelllb BCe 3TO MOMMH BbIIYMKaMH, TO 51 HE
o6mKych. [IpocTo MHE Hy’KHO BHITOBOPHUTBCS M KOE-4TO Tebe pacckasarh. Bo3MOKHO, 9TO MOKa)eTcs
Te0e UHTEPECHBIM.

Kaskiplii Xyo)KHUK Kora-HUOYb BO3BMET JJa M HAIUILET aBTONOPTPET, HM OJMH CKYJIBITOP
HE yIEpKUTCSI OT TOT0, YTOOBI HE MPUAATH OTHOM U3 CTaTyii CBOM YEPTHI, IaKe MIcaTes b 00s3aTeJIbHO
MPUAYMAET reposi, yIUBUTEIbHO ITOXOXKEro Ha Hero camoro. He BJIOXUTh 4acTHUKY ceOst B CBOE TBO-
peHHe — 3TO KaK KOpoBe POAUTh YTKOHOca. BoT Obl1 661 HOMep, npaBaa? M kacaercst 3T0 He TOIBKO
TBOPYECKHUX JIIOAEU. DTO Kacaercs Beex. Kak bl mbITaeTcd OCTaBUTh CBOEM OTIEYAaTOK Ha BCEM, K
yeMmy npukacaercsi. Kro-To yponyer mup eime Oosnbliie, OCTaBiisis HAAMUCh: «3aech ObuT Bacs» Ha
NaMSATHUKE apXUTEKTYpbl, KTO-TO OTCTAMBAET CBOE MPaBO HA M3MEHEHMs, PYrasich ¢ 3aKa34MKOM,
KOTOPBIA XOTeJT BUJIETh CTEHbI B CBOEM JIOME OEJIbIMU, & HE CUHUMM, a KTO-TO JECTBUTENILHO CO3/1aeT
npekpacHoe. Ho Bce OHM MOXOkH B OIHOM — KaXAbli U3 HUX NBITAETCS U3MEHUTh TO, UTO YKE €CTh.
He nenaiot 3T0ro TOJIbKO MEPTBbIE U «MEPTBBIE».

VBepeHa, UTo Ha TOM MECTE Thl OCTAHOBHIIIBCS U MIEPEYUTACIIb ITOC/IEIHEE NTPEJIOKEHHUE elle
pas, 4TOObI MOHSATH €ro CMBICI WM TIOKPYTHUTh MasblieM Y BrcKa. He crienm, st Bce Tebe 0OBSCHIO.
Jleno B TOM, 4TO MEpTBBIE OBIBAIOT ABYX BHUIOB:

1. MepTBBIE MEPTBBIE.

2. JKuBble MEpPTBHIE.

Jlnst Toro 4ToOBI He BBI3BIBATH JUCCOHAHC M HE HABOMUTH ITyTAHMILY, BTOPBIX MBI OOBIYHO
Ha3bIBaeM MPOCTO «MEPTBBHIMU», Orpakaasi MX KaBbIUKAMU OT BCEro OKpyskaromiero mupa. Ecim 6b1
ObUI 3HAK MYHKTYyalluH, 0003HAYAIONIHI «3a00p U3 KOJOUel POBOJIOKM», TO, s1 yBEpPEHa, UTO JIIOIH
3aKJToyaa Obl 3TO CJIOBO B HEro CO BCceX CTOPOH. M cBepxy, u cHu3Y. Bemp «MepTBbIe» HUKOMY
HEMHTEePECHBI, OOBIYHBIE JIIOM CTApAIOTCS UX He 3aMeuarhb. VIX Bpoe Kak U He CyIIeCTBYeT BOBCE.

Hymato, 4To 3a BCIO KHM3Hb TeOe MOBCTpeYaIcs XOTsI Obl OIMH Takoi. Vx sierko y3nars. Kak mpa-
BWJIO, UX Cpa3y e BbIAIOT IM1a3a. OHM MyCThl, PAaBHOLYIIHBI M OJiekJibl. [1a3a Jiozieit nHoraa cpas-
HUBAIOT C 03€paMM, OKeaHaMU U JJake CO BCEJIEHHbIMHU U TrajlakTHKaMu. [J1a3a «MepTBBIX» MOXOKH
Ha MUHepas O6eTa-peprycoHuT. Thl HOMHHUIIIb, KAK BBIIAIUT OeTa-eprycoHuT? Bot u ¢ ux razamu
Ta ke ucropus. [Ipoiienis MUMO 1 HE 3aMETHIb.

JIBUKEHUSI «MEPTBBIX» CJIOKHO OXapaKTepu30BaTh OTHUM ciloBOM. Iloxaiyi, syuie Bcero
MOIOUJET TEPMUH «HENpeAcKasyeMble». [IoToMy Kak ¢ «MEPTBBIM» MOKHO BHE3AITHO CTOJIKHYTBHCS
Ha yJIMIIe, COBEPLIEHHO HEe 3aMETHB ero npuommkeHrs. Tompko 4To nepes ToO0i HUKOTO He ObLIO U —
pas... Ha Tebs yxe cMoTpsT ABa 6eta-depryconnTa. Tel Ha MTHOBEHHE MEPEBOAMIIb B3IJISI] HA CBOU
OOTUHKY, MOJHMUMAEIIb T'OJIOBY, & €r0 yKe U ciie]] IpocThll. Y Tl Maenb Jajblie [0 CBOUM JeNaM,
3a0bIB 00 3TOi1 BCTpeue. Belp y «MepTBbIX» €CTh OIHA CYNEPCIIOCOOHOCTh — OHU YMEIOT UCTIAPAThCS
U3 MaMATH B CYATAHBIE 107U CeKyH/ibl. KOHEUHO ke, eciii Thl He MX OJM3KUIl POACTBEHHUK. XOTs
W3BECTHBI U TaKUE Clly4yad, KOI/ia OHM UCTIapsUIMCh 1aXe U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUI CBOUX JETeN.

Eme «MepTBBIe» He yMeIoT. .. Bnpodyem, MHe KaxeTcs, s yxke yToMIIa TeOst STUMH OITUCaHU-
ssvu. Tem Gosiee YTO 9TH JOIM, KaK s yKe TOBOPHJIa, HUKOMY He MHTepecHbl. CKopee BCero, Thl YnTa-
elllb 3TU CTPOKH, YK€ OTKPOBEHHO 3eBas. XOpoIlo, Toraa A Oyqy 3akaHuMBaTh 31O nuckmo. Ho, ¢
TBOETO ITO3BOJIEHHUS], 51 BCE )K€ HAIUIILY ellle HECKOJILKO CTPOK 0 HUX. [TocTaparock ObITh MAaKCUMAaJIBHO
KPaTKOM.

«MepTBble» — 3TO JIIOAU C MOrMOMIMMU AyHIaMHu. Y Kak[OW U3 HUX CBOSI UCTOPUS CMEPTH.
Kask1p1ii M3 HUX KOTJa-To ObUT KUBBIM, KU3HEPATOCTHBIM, BECEJIBIM YEJIOBEKOM C PACTIMCAaHHBIMU Ha
BCIO KU3Hb IUIAHAMU. A TIOTOM YTO-TO ciiy4yaeTcsi U Be€... [lomHuMIIb, Kak 310 ObUIO y TeOs1? Tebe
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Toraa ObLJIO OYeHb TSKEJIO, HO MBI cripaBwiuchk. Ho He y Bcex 31o monmyuaercs. [lyma Tpeckaercs,
CChIXaeTCs, JIOTAETCS U pa3BaJIMBAETCS HA MaJieHbKUe Kycouku. OHa ymupaet. YenoBek npogomkaer
€CTb, IMUTh, JBIIIATh, XOIUTh HA pabOTy, MHOTAA Jake CO3/IaBaTh CEMbIO M OTMEUaTh JIHU POKACHUS,
HO OH yXke «MepTB». BCE 310 AenaeTcs 1o nHepuuu, 0 HAKaTaHHOM.

«MepTBBIe» HUKOT/IA HE CKAXKYT BCIYX O TOM, UYTO OHU «yMepin». OObIMHO OHU CTAPAIOTCS TO
CKpBITh. Benb TOra jKMBbIe COBCEM MepecTaHyT UX 3aMedarh. HelaBHO «ymepiime» jekar HouaMu
B CBOMX KPOBATsX, CMOTPAT B MOTOJIOK UM B OKHO W MBITAIOTCS CKJIEUTh OCKOJIKM CBOMX JAYIII IO
Kycoukam. Bpems uer, v oHH, yCTaB OT OECIUIOAHBIX TIOIBITOK, OPOCAIOT 3TO 3aHATUE, CMUPHBIIIUCH
¢ oueBuIHBIM. Iy He BockpecatoT. OHu cmepTHbl. Ho cHauana «MepTBbie» BCe paBHO IMBITAIOTCS
BEpHYTh ceOsl K JKU3HU, n300paxkas kuBbiX. OHU TPOMYE BCEX CMEIOTCS U BECEJIAT OKPYKAIOIINX,
OHH C TOJIOBOW OKYHAIOTCSI B pabOTy, MPUAYMBIBAIOT ceOe HOBble yBiIeueHHs 1 xo00u. Ho 3a rpom-
KMM CMEXOM OHHU CKPBIBAIOT TOCKY, 32 pa00OTOCIIOCOOHOCTBIO — TUKYIO BHYTPEHHIOI YCTAJIOCTh, a 32
MOKa3HBIM MHTEPECOM — OECKOHEYHOe paBHOMYIIHE. 3aTeM MX (PUTHIIb racHeT OKOoHYaTebHO. OHU
CTQHOBSITCS «IIPO3PAYHBIMU». ITO KAK Pa3 Te, O KOTOPBIX 51 pacCcKa3biBajia B HavyaJle mucbMa. HeBbl-
HOCUMOE 3peJIUILE.

N camoe rnaBHoe. Thl Jaxe He mpeacTapisiellb, KAK MHOTO MX BOKpPYr Hac. O4eHb MHOTO.
HecuacTHple «MepTBBIE», KOTOpbIE CMHPWIMCh CO CBOEH CYIbpOOi, KOTOpBIE ellle He TIOHSJIHM, YTO
UX Jylla yMeplsa, KOTOpbIE elle MbITAI0TCS Ka3aThCsl KUBBIMHU. .. VIX I€CATKM U COTHU ThICSY. DTO
yXkacHo. Bripouem, XBaTuT o HUX. f ¥ Tak yke CIMIIKOM MHOro Tebe pacckasaia. S mpocTo xoTena
CKa3aTh, YTO OYEHb XOUY XWTh. 5 MHOTIA OONIEI0 — HABepHOE, ThI 3TO YYBCTBYeIIlb, HO S €Ille KUBa.
Vrpi6aiics Jariie, TOHU OT ceOsl TEeMHBIE MBICITH, PAIyHCs KaX0MY HOBOMY JTHIO, 3aHUMAICS TEM, UTO
TeOe JIeHCTBUTEIbHO HPABUTCS, KUBHU TIO-HAcTosAIIEMY. M 00s13aTe/IbHO TJ1a/ib KOTOB, 9TO BaXKHO!

Bcé. Ha aTom 3akaHuMBaio cBoe mucbMo. Hazieloch, 4To Thl MPOYMTAEIb €r0 10 KOHIIA.

C mo6oBbio, TBost [lyima.
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Yaiika u bapkac

Crapslil 6apkac MOHMMAJI, YTO JIO)KMBAET MOCJIEAHNME TOIbI CBOEH KM3HU. [la M JKU3HBIO €ro
CyILIIECTBOBaHME OBLIO CIIOKHO Has3BaTh. [lapy JieT Ha3aj MoaM BBHITAMIM €ro Ha Oeper, 1a TakK |
OCTaBWJIM JIOTHUBATh — HUKOMY He HY)KHOTO M BceMu 3a0bIToro. Kak m3BecTHo, KOpabiu morudaioT
HE B MOpe, KopaOiy ymMupaioT Ha Oepery. M HeT Gonee nevyaabHOW KOHYMHBI [T HUX, YeM CMEpTh
Ha CyIIe.

IlepBoe Bpems OGapkac Jymall, YTO €ro OCTaBWJIM 3[€Chb HEHAO0Iro. BOoT mpoiaeT HeCKOIbKO
JHEW ¥ Ha TOPU3OHTE TOSIBUTCS €ro JIpyT — OYKCUP, KOTOPBIN BHITATAT ero B Mope. CHOBa pacripa-
BUTCS OEJIOCHEKHBII ITapyc Ha ero Madre, a Ha majayoe cHoBa OyIyT 3By4aTh rpyoble, HO TaKHe poji-
HbIE CIOBEYKH MOPSIKOB. V1 cHOBa OH HaBauTcs (hOPIITEBHEM Ha MOJATIMBYIO BOJIHY, pa3pe3as ee Ha
JIBE YaCTU U OCTaBJIsAA 3a cOO0i NeHHbI crell. Ho Oykcup He nosBiisiics, MayTa yxke IMOYTH CTHUJIA
U Jiepkalach Ha OJTHOM YECTHOM CJIOBE, a Ha NaryOe X03aiHIYal MOJTYaIUBBIA U YT PIOMbINA BETEp.

B onun 13 He# ero pazOynui rpOMKHe JIIOZICKKe rostoca. bapkac oopanoBaics: «Hy Hako-
Hewl-To! CKOJIbKO MOXXHO ObLJI0 kAaTh?!» Ho moau He cremmmin BIXOIUTh Ha HEM B MOpE, a Koraa
OHM TPUHSJIMCh OTPBIBATh OT HETO MEAHBIE YaCTH U pe3aTh Mapyc, eMy Bce CTaJIO MOHSATHO.

Bonblne Bcero 6apkac nepexuBall U3-3a TOro, 4To €ro npeaai Apyr — Oykcup. Beap oHu Obut
Kak OpaThbsl ¥ KJISUTMCH JPYT YTy B BeUHOM Jipyx0Oe. Ho, Buammo, sta apyxoa Obljla HeHAaCTOSIIIEH,
nHaue OYKCHp TaBHO OBl yike criac ero. OT 3TOi MBICJIH Ha JIyIlie CTAHOBHJIOCH €IIie TOpIIIe U 0OOUIHEe.

Heckoinbko Hezientb Ha3a 1 OH MOPYKHUIICS C YAHKOM, KOTOpasi IpuJieTala HHOT/IA, YTOOBI TIOCH-
IIeTh Ha €ro HOCY M MEePEeKMHYThCS ¢ OapkacoM mapoy ciioB. BoT u ceromHs ero pasoymu mym ee
KPBUIBEB, @ Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK /IBE JIallbl MSATKO OMYCTUIMCh Ha Naityoy.

— Korna 1 Bhiizemis B Mope, He 3a0y/ib, 4TO 10 cTapoMy (apBarepy yxke HUKTO He XxoauT. He
XBAaTAJIO €111e, YTOOBI Thl PAcIopoll cede OPIOXO B 3TOT 3HAMEHATEJIbHBII EHb.

— 1 yxe HUKOTIa HEe BBy B MOpE, — CKPHITHY.JT OapKac, — ¥ Thl IPEKPACHO 3TO MOHNMAEIb.

Yaiika HeIoyMEHHO HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY HAOOK.

— Yro 3Ha4UT — HEe BBHIUAEIL? ThHl OIIATHL 3a CBOE?

Bapkac ckpurHy 4to-To cede o Hoc ¥ 3amMorryalt. Yaiika BaKHO MPOILIACh OT HOCa K KOpMe
Y, pa3BepHYBILKCh, TKHYJIA KJIIIOBOM B MOJIYCTHUBIIYIO JOCKY.

— Yro? — HENOBOJILHO OTKJIMKHYJICS KOPAOIb.

— MHe He HpaBUTCS TBOW HACTPOM, — 33 JyMUYMBO IIPOM3HECIIA YalKa, — MOCTYIIaid MEHs, MOI
APYT, KaXAbIA HA 3TOH 3eMJIe POXKAAETCsl CO CBOUM IpeJHa3HaueHueM. Thl poXkJeH 1 Mops, a 3TO
3HAYMT, YTO PAHO WJIM TIO3/THO THI BCE PaBHO OKakellbcst B Mope. [Tonnmaemn? D1o cynpOa, TBOM
nyTb. HeT Takux cui1, KOTopsle MO Obl U3MEHUTh 3TOT NOPSAJIOK BEILEeH.

— [Nouemy e Torza s ceityac ruuio Ha Gepery?

— ITO BPEMEHHO, — YBEPEHHO MTPOU3HECIA YaliKa, — )KU3Hb BCErJa paccTaBiIseT BCE M0 CBOUM
MecTaM. ITO HEOTBPATUMO U ONPEAEIEHHO. BaXkHO ML TO, KAKMM Thl BCTPETHUIID TOT JEHb, KO/
CHOBa yBUAMIIbL Mope. Eci Oynenib rpyCTUTh U TOCKOBaTh, KaK ThI 3TO JieJIaelllb ceilyac, TO K TOMY
BpPEMEHH OT TeOs1 OCTaHETCsI OMH KHJTb, C KOTOPHIM MOPE TIOUTPaeT M CHOBA BHIOPOCHT Ha Oeper, Kak
HaJO0eBILYI0 UrpylIKy. Eciu ke Tbl Oynels kAaTh U BEpUTh, YTO PaHO WJIM MO3[HO 3TO BCE PaBHO
CITy4HTCSI, TO MOPE BCTPETUT TeOsI KaK CTaporo 3HakoMoro. OHO He)KHO KayHeT TeOs Ha CBOMX pyKax

Yaiika 3arHyach 1 3amMoI4aia.

—Yro —un?

— U Bce Oyzner xopomo. [Tostomy naBaii-ka B300APHUCE.

Bapkac momyat, TobKO JIMIIb MHOTJA IOCK PUTIBIBAS] OTOPBABIIEICS TI0CKOM, KOTOpasi CTyvalia
10 ero GOpPTy NMpH Pe3KKX MOPHIBaX BETpa.

— Jlyuie pacckaxku MHe, Kakoe OHO CerojiHs?

30



E. YemmpKo. «Houb HeGecupix Cemnsiukos. Mcropun o [loOpe u 3ne»

Ero HOC OBUT MOBEpHYT B CTOPOHY Oepera, Mo3TOMY yXkKe HECKOJIBKO JIET OH He BUE CMBIC/IA
CBOEH JKU3HU — MOPSI, JOBOJIbCTBYSICH JIUIIIb IITyMOM TPUOOSI.

— O, ceromHsi OHO KpacWBO, KaK HUKOTJA PaHbINe, — Pa3BEpHYBIINCh K BOJE, MPOU3HECTA
Yaiika, — CerojiHsl OHO CJIeTKa 33 JyMUYMBOE, HO YIMBUTEJIFHO COCPEIOTOUSHHOE, KaKk OyATO OHO T'OTO-
BUTCS K YeMY-TO OUeHb BaKHOMY ISl Hero. Ero IBMkeHWSI MeAIUTEbHBI M Pa3MepeHbl, OyATO Obl
OHO WJIET Ha BCTPEUy C KEM-TO OYCHb IOPOTUM JIJISI HETO, Y TILITAETCS HACIAUThLCS OKUIaHUEM, pac-
TSATHBasl €r0 CBOSH HEPACTOPOMHOCTHIO. CerofgHs OHO Terioe U A00poe, OHO TIIAJAUT Oeper CBOMMU
BOJIHAMU TaK HEKHO, Kak OyATO 9TO ero eJMHCTBeHHBIN ChiH. HO s BUXKY, YTO Ha TOPU30HTE COOUpa-
1otcs Tyud. Tsokensie, cepble Tyur. OHM BOJTHYIOT MOpPE, OHO TPEBOXHUTCS, HO 3Haelllb, KaK-TO IO-
no6pomy. Kak Oynro mepes BcTpedeil co CBOMM CTapbiM APYroM, KOTOPOTO OYeHb AaBHO HE BHUIEI.
Bor Takoe ceronHs Mope.

Bapkac cierka 3agpoxan u HEOKUAAHHO 3aCKPHIIENT YKACHO TOCKJIMBBIM 3BYKOM.

— ToI cHOBa M1auenIb? — MoKavyasia rojioBoi yaika. — He HyxHo, ycriokoricss. CKOpo HauHEeTCst
mropM. Xouellb, s modymy ¢ To0oi?

— la, — BCXJMMHY 6apKac ¥ CHOBA 3aIPOXKaJL.

— Bot u xopoio, — KuBHYJIa Yalika ¥ ycesnach Ha majayOy, TOmkKaB Toj ceOs Jiarbl, — TOraa
pacckasbiBail MHe, 4TO TeOe CeroqHs CHUIOCh.

— MHe CHUTCSI TOIBKO OHO, ThI K€ 3HACIIIb.

— Ha, 3Hat0, — OHa CHOBa Opocwmiia B3IJIsiA HA TOPU3OHT, — CErofiHsl OyIeT KeCTOKUI IITOPM.
OueHb KEeCTOKHIA. ..

[Itopm OyiieBas Kak B OCIEAHMI pa3. Pe3krie mopbIBbI BeTpa pacKkaunBaii OapKac, 3aCTaBIsis
ero CKpHreTh 1 nmuiiath. OrpoMHbIe BOJHBI HAKATHIBAIM Ha Oeper, 001aBasi rpajoM OpBI3T ero KOpMy.
Monaun MMpo4YcpYnBaJIn B H€6e BUTHUEBATHIC INHUU, HAa MTHOBEHU A BbIXBAaTbIBasd N3 TEMHOTBI qaﬁKy,
MpUXKaBIIyIOCs K OopTy Oapkaca.

Onu momyanu. Bee paBHO u3-3a mTOpMa CJI0KHO OBUTO pa3o0paTh CJIOBA, Ja U HE HYKHbI OHU
ObUTH. Bapkac 4yBCTBOBaJI Ha CBOEH CIIMHE STOT MAJICHbKUI KOMOK TTEPhEeB M €My CTAHOBHJIOCH HE TaK
TOPBHKO OT CBOEro oguHouecTBa. Yaiika omrymana ApoXb CyIHa U MOHMUMAJIA, YTO, HaXOASICh 31eCh,
OHa JIeJlaeT Hy’)KHOE U BaKHOE JeJI0 JUIsI CBOETO JIpYra, MOIIEPKUBAsI €r0 B TPYAHYIO MUHYTY.

— Yr0 310?

VauBieHHbIN ronoc Gapkaca mpope3asicsi CKBO3b I'POXOT BOJIH.

—I'ne?

Yaiika MogHsIaCh HA JIAIbl ¥ 3aKPYTHJIA TOJIOBOM BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

— Yro npoucxonut? Yaiika, Tl 31eCh?

— 3neck! Yto ciyuusiocs?

— MHue kaxercsd, g agBuraiock. Yto 31o?

Yaiika BHITISHY/IA 32 O0pT. [lefcTBUTENBHO — OapKac MOTUXOHBKY CKOJIB3HJI K BOJIE TIO TIECKY.
Mope Tak pa30yIIeBaioch, YTO BOJHbI, HE YCTIEBAIOIIE BO3BPAIIATHCS 0OPATHO MO/l HATIOPOM CBOUX
coOparbeB, TOKATHIBATIMCH 0 OapKaca, MOTUXOHBbKY MPUIIOTHUMAS €T0 U yBJIeKast 32 COOOM.

—Ionmyunnocs! — Yaiika gaxe nmoanpeirayia Ha Mecte. — 51 xe Tede ropopuiia! Bee 00s13aTenbHO
CITy4YMTCS, JIa)Ke eCJIM Thl B 3TO He Bepuillb! Mope 3a0upaet Te0s1 oOpaTHO!

— Heyxemu sto npaBaa? — ['onoc Gapkaca apoxai ot BomHeHHs. — OHO He 3a0bl10 000 MHe!

— 1 ke ropopuiia TeGe, YTO OHO CEroAHs Kak OynTo K yemy-To rotoButcsi! OHO rOTOBMIIOCH KO
BcTpeye ¢ Todou! Crbimmi?

Bapkac Momyan u MeasieHHO CKOJb3uiI K Mopio. Eine momyaca — v ero kopmMa KauHyJaach Ha
BOJIE, a 3aTeM M (POpIITEeBEeHb, IIAPAITHYB HAIMOCIEIOK Oeper, OTOpBaJICs OT Hero HaBcerga. bapkac
CHOBA YBUJIEJ CBOIO MEUTY, CHOBA OIIIyTHJI CBOUM JIPSIXJIBIM TEJIOM BCIO MOIIIb, CUITY U SHEPTHIO MOPSL.
Eme yepe3 yac oH ObLT yXke B cTa MeTpax oT Oepera. Mope Opocasio ero u3 CTOpOHbI B CTOPOHY,
packauuBasi Ha BOJIHAX, a 6apkac cMmestics. Hacimaxnasch KaxkIpIM CBOMM JIBHKEHHEM, OH 3aJTMBAJICS
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I'POMKHUM U paIoCTHBIM cMexoM. OH ObuT cyacTimB. OH ObUT CUACTIIMB AaXe TOr/a, KOrjaa Bojia craja
3aIOJTHATH €r0 MPOTHUBIIUK TPIOM, BeJlb OH YMPET He Ha Oepery, OH yMpeT B OObSITUSIX CBOEH BEUHOU
JOOBH, a UTO MOXKET OBITh JIydIlle TAKOH CMEPTH. ..

— Yaiika! Yaiika! Crplmmis MeHs? — MBITAICA NepeKpyuvaTh OH IIyM ImTopMa. — Thl Oblia
npaBa! OHO He 3a0b110 000 MHe! OHO MeHs He 6pociio! Mos cyapOa, Moe TipeiHa3HauYeHHe B 3TOU
xu3Hu! Moe mope u si! Mbl cHOBa BMecTe, yaiika!

[Tvia meITamack 9To-TO OTBETUTH, HO OapKac ee He cIiblmat. OTTONKHYBIIUCH OT ATyObl TOHY-
IIeTr0 CyHa, OHA B3MbLIA B HEOO U ITPUHSLIIACH KPYKUTh, HAOMIOAA s 3a TIOCJIETHUMY CEKyHIaMU KU3HU
Oapkaca.

— [pommaii, vyaitka! Criacu6o Tede 3a Bce! Thl... Bcerna Obuia. .. IOMHUTG. .. HUKOTA He 3a0y. ..
TMpolai, va. ..

BomnHbI cCOMKHYUCH HaJ] OapKkacoM, M OH HaBCer/ja UcYe3 B IMyYnHe CBOEH JIIOOBH.

— Jlo BCTpeuu, Ipyr, — TUXO IIEMHYJIa NTULIA ¥, B3MaXHYB KPbUIbIMH, ToJIeTesa K Oepery.

C Toil NaMATHON HOYM MPOIILIO JBa rofia. Yaiika yacto BO3Bpaiiaiach K ToMy MecTy, Ijie Koraa-
TO OHA CO CBOMM JIPYTOM MPOBOJMJIA BeUepa, CKpallInuBasi ero OAMHO4ECTBO. Ty, rje OHU JI0OWIH
6eceoBaTh 000 BceM UTO yrofgHo. Tymna, riie Bce TeMbl Bce paBHO CBOIMIIMCH K OIHOM — K pa3roBopamM
00 3TOM OECKOHEYHOM U TIPEKPACHOM MOpE.

Tak ¥ ceromHs mocrapeBInas Yaika TspKesIo OMyCTHIach Ha Oeper M B3IJIsHYJIAa Ha MOpe MYT-
HBIMU T1a3amMu. Ee nomareiBasio u kayaio. ['onp B3suu cBoe. Ha cekyHy MPHUKpHIB I1a3a, OHA TIOYTH
cpa3y MpOBAJIMJIACh B COH, HO M3 IPEMOTHI €€ BBIBEJI IIIYM KPbLIbeB HaJl TooBoi. [IpHOTKpBIB r1asa,
OHa yBHUJENA PAIOM ¢ coO0i MoJozioro anboarpoca. OH cMOTpeN Ha Hee CBOMMU TEMHBIMU TJIa3aMU
U JJake Kak Oy/ITo cJIerka yniploasics, epeMHUHAsCH C JIallbl Ha Jiay.

— MHe kaxercsi, Bbl He OUYeHb XOPOIIO ceOsl YyBCTBYeTe, — MPOM3HEC ab0aTpoc.

— Ia, cyas 1o Bcemy, MHE OCTaJIOCh HEJIOTO.

— Brl ttoxo Bugute?

— TONBKO CHITYITBI.

Anb6aTpOC B3I0XHYI M CHOBA MEPECTYITUI C JIallbl Ha JIay.

— 41 GBI MoOT pacckazaTh BaM, Kakoe cerogus Mope. [loueMy-To MHe KakeTcs, 4To JJIsI BaC 9TO
BaXHO.

Yaiika moBepHyJia rojioBy ¥ yCTaBUJIACh HA HE3BAHOTO TOCTSI TIOUTH CJIETIBIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

— Jlymato, 4To OHO CEerofiHsi KpacuBOe, Kak HUKOT/Ia paHbllle, — TUXO MTPOU3HECIIA OHA, — CETOHS
OHO CJIeTKa 3alyMYMBO€, HO YAMBUTEJHHO COCPEAOTOYEHHOE, KaK OyATO OHO FOTOBUTCS K UEMY-TO
OYeHb BaXKHOMY TSl Hero. Ero IBYKeHUs MeIJTUTENIbHBI U Pa3MEPEHHHI. . .

— ...OyIITO OHO UAET Ha BCTPeUy C KEM-TO OUeHb JOPOTHM JUIsl HEro, — epeOu ee alib0aTpoc, —
Y TIBITAETCSI HACTAUTRLCS OKUIAHUEM, PACTATUBAS €r0 CBOe HepacTOPOITHOCTHIO.

— 4 pana, uto TH BepHyJics. — Yaiika HaKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY M MPUKpPbUIA T1a3a. — S cKkyvasia mo
Tebe, Oapkac.

— Tenepp s MoHMMAalO, IOYEMY Thl HE TIPUIIIET 32 MHOUM TOTAA, MO JAPYT OyKCHUp, — KUBHYII
anmbOaTpPOC, — HAJICIOCh, YTO ThI IOTUO B MOpe U Tebe He MPHIILUIOCh THUTh HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha Oepery.

— Ha. 4 pacniopon 6proxo B ctapom dapparepe. [loMHHUIIb, T Tpeaynpexaan Teds o Hem?

— Ilouemy cpasy He cka3all, 4TO YaiiKa — 3TO Thl?

— Cynp0a, Mot npyr. OHa Bce paBHO PacCTaBHT BCE IO MECTaM, M HET TaKUX...

— Jla, na, s MOMHIO, — XMBIKHYJI aJlb0aTpoc, — HET TAKWX CUJI, KOTOPbIE CIIOCOOHBI N3MEHUTh
STOT MOPSI/IOK BEIIEH.

— NmenHo.

— Ionerem? — B3aMaxHy/T KpbUTbSIMU aJTbOATPOC.

— INonerenu, Mo aApyr. Teneps TBOs 0Uepeib MPOBOKATh MEHSI.
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I[Be MNTULIBI OTTOJIKHYJIUCH OT 6epera 1 B3MbLIIU B He60, pacipaBuB CBOU KPbUIbA HAl 9TUM
MPEeKPacHBIM, OECKpaiHIM M OECKOHEUHO OYapoBaTeibHbIM MopeM. Hant ux cynpOoi U npeiHa3Ha-
YCHUEM, C KOTOPBIM OHH ITOBA3aHbI HABEYHO.

Ha Geper BepHysach Tofbko ofHa ntuna. Ho 310 ObUIO HE BajKHO, Bellb €CIIU Thl POXKICH JUISI
MOpsi, TO YTO ObI HU MIPOM3OIILIO, PAHO WJIU TTO3/IHO ThI BCE PABHO OKAXEIIbCsSI B MOpe. XOTh B 3TOM
KU3HU, XOTh B CJIEYIOIIEH.
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Pasrosop B meTpo

MakcuM coriest co CTyIeHH 3CKaiaTopa 1 Me/IJIeHHO IoOpeJt K ieppoHy. Onepivch CITUHON Ha
OJIHY U3 KOJIOHH, OH ITOCMOTpeJI 1o cTopoHaMm. Ha riatgopme Haxoanuch ernie Tpy 4eioBeKa — BIo0-
JIeHHasl TApOYKa, OOHSIBIIIMCH, MUJIO ITIeOeTasIa OYTH y CaMOro HavaJia TOHHEJISI, C IPYrOi CTOPOHBI
Ha CKaMmelKe CUjIeN MOKUION My:KUYMHA U KJIEBaJl HOCOM. MakchM Toxe He OTKazascs Obl B3IpeM-
HYTh YacOB JIECSITh — CETOMHS ObUT CyMACIIeIINI paOouuii JIeHb U UMEHHO T0TOMY OH J00paics
10 METPO TaK MO3/1HO. BUeTs MouTH mycTyIo CTaHIMIO ObLII0 HEMHOTO HEMTPUBBIYHO U JIa)Ke HEMHOTO
KYTKOBATO, B IPyroe BpeMsl 3/1eCh ObUIO He MPOTOJIKHYThCS OT OErylux Ky/aa-To JIoAe, Ho ceilvac
MOXHO OBLJIO HE yMaTh O TOM, KaK IOTAacTh B BAarOH U HE 0KA3aThCsl 3aTONTAHHBIM JI0 TTOJTyCMEPTH.

Makcum 6pocuit B3ms] Ha Yackl ¥ nomopiuics. [Toka oH noGepeTcs 1o AoMa, TIoKa MOecT U
MOATOTOBUTCS K 3aBTPAIIIHEMY JTHIO, IPOMJET HE MEHBIIIE MOTyTOpa YacoB, a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO MOCTIATh
€My CEeTrOJIHsI yIacTCsl He OOJIbIIE IECTH YacoB. A 3aBTpa OH CHOBA OKaXKETCs 3/1eCh, Ha STOUM CTAHIMN
METPO, TIOHUMETCS TI0 CKATIATOPY B TOJNIIE TAKUX K€ HEBBICIIABIIMXCS JIOJIEN M CHOBA OKaXeTCs Ha
pabote. M Tak KaxIplil 1eHb ¢ HEOOJBIIIMMU MTEPEPbIBAMH Ha BBIXO/IHBIC.

OT MpavHBIX MBICJIEH €r0 OTBJIEK IITYM MPUOTMKAIOIIETOCs 1Moe3/1a, a Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CeKyHI
13 TEMHOTBI TOHHEJISI BBIHBIPHYJIO SIPKOE MATHO (hOHAPSI, OCBEIABILIETO Iy Th METAJUIMYECKOTO YepPBs,
MPOOUPAIOINIETOCS IO CBOMM CYMPAYHBIM TIOI3EMHBIM HOpaM. MaKCcHM IIArHyJI K Kpato T1at)oOpMBbl 1
CTaJ1 XJIaTh OCTAHOBKU 1noe3/1a. [1ycTrie BAaroHbI MPOHOCUIIMCH MUMO HETO, TOCTENEHHO 3aMe/1IsIsl XOI.
Hakownelr coctaB 3amep. MakciMm miarHyJ1 B OTKPbIThIE IBEPU U CO B3/I0XOM OITYCTHJICS Ha OJiKaniiee
cuaeHbe. [IBepu 3aKpbUTUCh, U T0€3]1, CJIETKA KAYHYB CBOUX MACCA)XUPOB, CHOBA TPOHYJICS B MYyTb.

MakcuM 1o PUBBIYKE CYHYJT PYKY BO BHYTPEHHHI KapMaH KYPTKH, YTOOBI JOCTaTh Tesie(hOH, —
HE CUETh K€ NBAALATh MUHYT, YCTABUBIINCH B cxeMy MmeTrpononuteHa. Ho tenedona B kapmane
HE OKa3aJIoCch. XOJIOIHBII MOT MOKPBLT BCe Tel0 Makcuma, 3pauykyl paclIupUIUCh, MBIl HATIPSAT -
smch. OH CyIOpPOXHO CTaJl OMTh ceOs1 JIaIOHAMU T10 KapMaHaM. K cyacTbio, PUCTYTT TAHUKY JITAJICST
Henonro. Tenedon Haresncs B MpaBoM KapMaHe JIKHMHCOB.

— CrnaBa 6ory, — mpoOopMoTall OH ceOe MOl HOC U MaJIblieM Pa3OJIOKUPOBAIT SKPaH.

— He crout 6naropapHoCcTH, — pa3gaics 4Yei-To ToIoC MPsIMO HaJl €ro yXOM.

Maxkcum B3IpOrHyJI M TYT K€ IIOBEPHYJICS K UICTOYHMKY 3ByKa. CripaBa OT HETro CUes My KUMHa.
Ha Hem ObuUTH YepHbIe JKMHCH U cepasi KypTKa ¢ KalioIoOHOM, HAKUHYTBIM Ha TOJIOBY, Ha HOTax
— OeJible KPOCCOBKH. 3aCyHYB PYKU B KapMaHbl KypTKH, OH CKPECTHJI BBITSHYTbIE HOTM U MEPHO
MOKAYMBAJICA B TAKT JBHKEHUIO ITOE34.

— On, g Bac 1 He 3aMETHJI Jake, — BUHOBATO CKa3ay MaKCcHhM.

— DTO HOPMAJILHO, — HE TIOBOPAYMBasi rOJIOBbI, TPOM3HEC MYKUMHA, — MEHS 3aMEYalOT TOJIBKO
TOr/a, KOIja BO MHE HykatoTcs. M, kak B TBoeM cilyyae, KOraa TepsiioT, a 3aTeM HaxOIsIT CBOU
TesiepOHbBI. DTO BHIIVISAUT OCOOEHHO 3a0aBHO.

MakcuMm He Haiesncsi, YT0 OTBETUTh Ha TO OTKPOBEHHUE, HO MYXUYMHA U HE KJal OT Hero
OTBETA.

— CrpaHHOe 3TO BBIpaKEHHUE, Thl TAK HE CUMTAEIIL? Bel yrorpebisere ero mo modoMy MOBOLY.
Bor maxe ceiiyac. Bmecto Toro, utoOnl ckazath: «[1o30p Moe# 3a0BIBUMBOCTH», Thl TOBOPHIIIb:
«Cnaga 6ory». Kak Oyaro 3710 51 HaIlen rjie-To Ha yJuiie TBoi TesiepoH, Oesxal 3a ToOOH JI0 caMoro
BaroHa MeTpo, a 3aTeM Kak MOXHO He3aMeTHee 3aCOBBIBAN ero B TBOM kapmaH. [myno xe? ['myno. —
Myx)urHa 3aMoT4al ¥ MOMEHsUI MECTaMHM HOTH, 3aKMHYB IpaBylo0 Ha JieByl0. — Brpouem, 310 He
BaxHO. Thl HE MOAYMail, 1 He COOMPAIOCh YUTATh MOPAIU O MEePEKJIaJbIBAHUM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH U
MIpOYEeN epyHe.

— A BbI cunTaeTe, YTo BbI, TUIA, OOT, a? — B3AOXHY1 Makcum.
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Koneuno K€, B 3aBCPUHICHUEC ITOI0 CyMaTOIIHOI'O0 JHS, KMEHHO HAIIPOTHUB HEro JOJIZKCH 6])IJI
OCTaHOBMTBCSI BAr'OH C €IMHCTBEHHBIM MTACCAKUPOM, KOTOPBIA K TOMY K€ OKa3aJICsi TOPOJICKUM Iy pad-
KOM.

— Pa3 yx MHe 0BeJIOCh C BAMHU BCTPETUTBCS, HE MOTJIH OBl BBI IIPSIMO CEeMYac TeJIeIIOPTUPOBATh
MeHs1 JoOMOK? A ellie JIydIie — caeaiTe Tak, YToObl B OyXraaTepru 3a0bLTH O TOM, 4TO 51 yxke Opas
OTITyCK B 9TOM TOIY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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