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dayapa Apos
Po:xaeHue JiereHabl

Ckopee HeOO ymas€T Ha 3eMJIIO0, U PEKH MOTEKYT BCIISITh,
YeM 3asll IEPEXUTPUT JIuCa.
JIvcest moroBopka



I'maBa 1. HoBoe ums

OTKpbIB 1232, 3aMYOHOK JI0JITO IBITAJICS NOHATS, T/IE OH OKa-
3ajcsa. Hazm rosoBoil B cuHeBe SICHOrO Heba InesiecTeNd MydKH
TpaB, pa3BelIaHHbIE HAa BEPEBKaX, M IIyMENIU KPOHbI BBICOKMX
6epé3. CaM OH Jiexkall Ha BETXON LIMHOBKE MEXy TPEX OOJIBIINX
BAJIyHOB, HE O3BOJISIBIIMX OCMOTPETHCS BOKPYT. Pyku Ob11n 00-
MOTaHBI JIMCTBSIMH, HO OOJIM B HUX 3alYOHOK HE YyBCTBOBAJI.

— Bot 181 11 ounyscs, Kponuk, — npoape0eskan psjgoM yeid-
TO TOJIOC.

— 4 ve Kponmuk! — cka3zan 3ail40HOK, OJHAKO JIaXke caM He
yCIBIIIAT COOCTBEHHOTO T0JIOCa: M3 OTKPBITOrO pra JOHECCS
TOJIBKO €[Ba Pa3IMYUMbIN CHII.

OH XOTen MOJHATHCHA, HO C TPYIOM CMOTI MOIIEBEIUTHCA U
JIMIIb [TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY.

— Jlexwu, cbiHOK. — Tonbko yBuaeB Crapiia, 3ail4OHOK BCIIOM-
HIJI, KOMY TIPAHAIIEKaN ApeOesKaiuii rojoc. — JIexu — T eme
CITUIIIKOM cJ1a0.

3HauuT, oH Ha 3asgubeM Bexonmbe. TONBKO Kak OH 371€Ch OKa-
3anca? U uto ¢ ero pykamu? Crapblid 32511 B CBOEW ITOHOILIEH-
HOW XJIaMUJE A0 ITAT, ONUPAsACh Ha CYYKOBATHIA MIOCOX, HECIIEIII-
HO TOJKOBBUISLT K 3aii4OHKY. OH ObUT HACTOJIBKO MPEKJIOHHOTO
BO3PACTa, YTO HUKTO YK€ HE IIOMHUJI €10 HACTOSAILETO UMEHH, U
Bce B Jiecy 3Bau ero npocro — Crapen uiam Crapsiii 3asu. OH
BECh CKPIOYMJICA C BO3PACTOM TaK, YTO KOTJa XOAWII, BCE BpEMs



CMOTpEJI B 36MJII0, U MOT TEPEABUraThCsl, TOIBKO OMUPAsCh HA
CBOM TMOCOX, KOTOPBIi ObLIT BABOE BHIIIIE HETO CaMOTO.

[MpucranuinemM craporo Myaperna CiIyKuio yoexuiie, 0opaszo-
BaHHOE TPeMsl COMPUKACAIOIIMMUCS OTPOMHBIMU KaMHSIMU Tak,
YTO OCTABAJMCh TPU y3KHUE IIETU MEXIy HUMU U HEOOJBIION
npocseT cBepxy. [IpuceB psAaoM, CTapuK NPUNOIHST 3aYOHKY
rOJIOBY M M3 IVIMHSIHOW YaIllK¥ HAroWI TyHIMCThIM OTBapoM. B
KeJTy/IKe pe3aHyJio, U 3aiYOHOK TOHSII, YTO YK€ JABHO HUYEro
He en1. CHavasia ero 4yTh He BBIPBAJIO, HO TIOTOM XKENTY/IOK YCIIO-
KOMJICSL.

— Bot u cnaBHO, — ckaszan Crapell, OT OCTPOro B3IUIsAa KOTO-
POro HMUYEro He YKpbLIoCh. — TOT, y KOTO MMEIOTCS CUJIbI, YTOOBI
KyIIIaTh, BHI3BIBAET HA/IEKYy HA CBOE UCIIENICHUE.

— I'ne mou pogurenu? — XoTes CPOCUTh OH, HO Y HET'O BHOBb
HUYEro He MOTYYHIIOCh.

— Cnu 1 HaOupaiics cui, — OTBeTUsI Ha ero cum Crapelr; oH
BCer/ia TOBOPUJI HETOPOILUIMBO. — $1 TyroBaT Ha yXO U He CJIbIITY
Te0s1, Kponuk.

«51 ne Kponuk», — nogymas 3aituoHok. Bo cHe OH Bujies CBOIO
Mamy, ¥ IPOCHYJICS HOUBIO B XOJIOMHOM IOTY, MIOTOMY YTO BJPYT
MOHSLJI, YTO OOJIbIlIe HUKOTJA €€ He YBUIUT. TOJBKO OTKyAda OH
9TO 3HaJI?

PsiioM TXO MOTpecKUBal B HEOOBITIIOM YIITyOlIeHUHN KOCTED,
Y YIUBJIEHHBIN 3ailYOHOK CMOTpeEJI, He Bepsi cBouM a3aM. Ho-
YbI0 HUKTO M3 MEJIKUX 3Bepell He OCMEeJIMBAJICS 3a)KUTaTh KOCT-
POB U3 OMACEeHH s, YTO OTOHb MOKET MPUBJIEYb XUITHUKOB. O1HA-



ko Craperl, CHICBIINI PsAIOM Ha KaMyIIIKe, KaK HU B €M He Obl-
BaJIO [TOCOXOM MOBOPOILMJI KOCTEP, U3-32 YErO TOT pasropesics
ewi€ Apye. ToyHO ropopuiia 3BEpUHAs MOJIBA, YTO CTAPUK, XOTh
u 0e3MepHO My/Ip, HO He 0e3 CTPaHHOCTEH.

JIHEM Ha HEeOOJBIION JTyKalKe MOCPeay POIIUIIBI HA XOIMe
COOMpAJHCh pa3Hble MeJKKe 3BEpH U MTHIIBI, HO OOJbIe BCEX,
KOHEUYHO, ObUTO 3aineB. KTo mén Kk myapeiry 3a COBETOM, KTO
32 JIEKapCKOW MOMOILIbIO, KTO MOCIYIIATh UCTOPUU, KOTOPBIX TOT
3HAJI [IPEOrPOMHOE KOJIMUYECTBO, & KTO M MPOCTO MOCYJAuUTh U
0OMEHSThCSI HOBOCTSIMU. B GaroapHOCTb 3BEpH HECTTH CTAPUKY
TpaBbl, KOPEHbsI, OPEXU, XBOPOCT. ..

3aifYOHOK ke ObUT eIl CAUIIKOM CJ1a0 U He MOT MOKa MOKHU-
natb paciiearHy. CTapuk, Kak OKa3ajloch, TOJIBKO BBIIJISIEI Ta-
KM HeMOIIHBIM. OH cTapaTtebHO YXaKMBaj 3a OOIBHBIM — TIO-
W1 OTBApaMHu, NEPEBS3bIBAII PYKU U BBIBOJWII JIO BETPA.

OpHako 3allYOHOK TaK M HE MOI' BCIIOMHUTb, UTO K€ C HUM
MPOUBOIILIO, KaK HU MbITaICA. TOJNBKO HA BTOPON WM TPeTUi
J€Hb, KOIJIa €ro rojloc OKpen HacTOJIbKO, YTO CTApUK HAKOHEll
€ro yCIIbIIIaji, OH CMOT TOBTOPUTb CBOWM BOIPOC.

— OHU y1uH, CHIHOK, — OTBETHJI MyJpell, [T0KeBaB rydamu, —
VIIUIA Ty/a, OTKY[a HE BO3BPAILIAIOTCSI.

3aifYOHOK B TJTyOMHE AYIIHU 3TO yXke 3HAJL.

— A Kak... — rojoc copBajicsl. — A Kak OHU yluInA?

— MHe 3TO HEU3BECTHO, CHIHOK.

— Ho kak 4 31ech ouyTmics, neaymka?

— 3aiinpl Teds1 Halu 6e3 YyBCTB B MBIIIMHOW HOpPE U MpHU-



HecJM KO MHe. HUKTO He 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO Thl TaM MPOJIesKall.

— Ho kak 51 cMor mpose3Ts B TaKylo MaJIeHbKYIO HOPY?

— Thl €€ packonana CBOMMHU PyKaMH, CbIHOK.

3ailuOHOK [TOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOU NepeBsizaHHble pyKu. [loxkeBas
ry6amu, Craper qoOaBuI:

— [otomy s 1 man Te6e ums Kponuk.

— Ho s e Kposnuk.

— Tbl cymen oOMaHyTh CMepTb, U TeNepb TeOe HY)KHO HOBOE
ums1. — CTapuk MpoaoiiKal TOBOPUTh, OYATO HUYETO W He CJIbI-
majl. A MOXET, 1 B CaMOM JieJie He ciblinai. — HoBas u3Hb —
HOBOE UMHI.

3ailuyOHOK MPOILIAKaJl BCIO HOUb, U TOJILKO K YTPY CyMeJl YCIIO-
kouthcsi. Ha crnemyronmii jeHs, coOpaBIINCh C CHJIAMH U TIOAI-
HSBIIMCh HA HOTH, OH BIIEPBBIE BBIIEJT HA JTy:)KauKy. OH He 3HaJI,
CKOJIBKO TIPO0OJIes, OAHAKO CBEPCTHUKU OKa3aJMCh BbILIE €ro
YyTh JIM HE HA 1IEJIYIO FOJIOBY, a €0 CAMOIO HUKTO HE y3HaBaJl.

U korpaa 3aiiyoHok [lepOaThiii, Mpo3BaHHBIN TaK 3a CKOJIOTHII
niepeTHui 3y0, CIPOCHIT, KaK €ro 30BYT, 3aYOHOK ITOCTIe HEKO-
TOPOI'0 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBA OTBETHUIL:

— Kpomnuk.

[loTuxoHBKY 3alIYOHOK MOMPABJISICS M Havyasl IOMOraTh CTa-
PUKY B €T0 HEXUTPOM XO3SICTBE: HOCHIT BOILY, COOMPAJT XBOPOCT,
TIO/IICPIKUBAJT OTOHbB, YTOOBI BAPUTD PA3JIMIHbIE OTBAPHI JIJIsI Bpa-
4yeBaHUs U KyllaHbs 17151 camux cebs1. Crapely, octaBiumiics 0e3
€IMHOTO 3y0a, MOT' €CTh TOJIbKO BapEHble ¥ UCTOTYEHHBIE KOpe-
HbS1 U TUTOABI.



Oco6eHHO 3aiTYOHOK JIIOOUJI, KOTJa CTAPUK JI0CTaBaJl CTApUH-
HBIIl CBUTOK Y HAYMHAJI YATATh UCTOPUM IIPO JIET€HAAPHOTO 3aii-
ua Berporona, KoTopslii Oeras HaCTOJIbKO OBICTPO, YTO MOT' 000-
THaTh BETEP, a OT XUILHUKOB YAUPas U NOAABHO. .. KoHeuHo xe,
BCe 3aifuara 6e3 UCKJTIOUYEHUS XOTeJIN ObITh TOX0XKUMHU Ha ITOTO
Berporona!

WHorna kto-HuOyIs IpOCKII pacckas3arh Ipo YkacHoro Jluca,
HO Takue ucropuu Kponuky He HpaBUJIMCh: MIOCJIE HUX CTAHOBU-
JIOCh OYeHb cTpaiiHo. [1oaToMy OH cTapasics OTCecTb MoJabIIIe,
YTOOBI HIYETO He CIIBIIIATh. XOPOIIO, YTO ITOT JIUC yXKe yMep, a
ero bparcTBo, HaBozsIIee yKac Ha BCIO OKPYTY, pa30exkasoch. ..

3aro moTOM BCe 3ailibl yKe B KOTOPBIM pa3 pacclipalliviBajiu
00 VkacHonecbe. XOIWIM CIIyXd, YTO TOCIe CMEPTH YKaCHOTO
JInca tam He ocranock HM opHOro xuiHuKa! Ho Ha 310 crapbii
3251 JIMIIb TPYCTHO KayaJl FTOJIOBOW U OTBEYAJI, YTO TO MOMPOCTY
NTUYbU BECTU U UTO XUILHUKU ECTh BE3JIE.

A TOTOM HaYMHAJIMCh HECKOHYAEMbIe BOMPOCHI OT JIIDOO3HA-
TEJIbHBIX 3BEPST, HA KOTOpbIE CTApUK, BEPHBI CBOUM IPUBBIY-
KaM, OTBE€YaJl HECIEUIHO U MOPOM CTOJIb 3arajlouyHo, 4To HE Y
BCEX XBaTaJIO TEPIEHUs IOCaYyIIaTh A0 KOHIA. [To ToMy ke CBUT-
Ky Craper] yun1 4uTaTh BCEX KEJAIOIUX, CPEAN KOTOPHIX ObLI
teniepb 1 Kposnuk.

TONbKO HOYBIO OHU CO CTAPUKOM OCTABAJIUCH OJHMU.

— Jlenyuika, a moyemy Thl HE TacuIllb Ha HOYb KocTép? — Bo-
MPOC TOT JAaBHO BOJIHOBAJI 3a1YOHKA, U OJTHAXK/IbI TIOCJIE HACTYTI-
JICHHS] TEMHOTBI 3aYOHOK PEIWIICA 3a/1aTh €r0.



Mopocui 10kab, HO MOJ CTOABIIKE 0] HAKJIOHOM BaJIyHBI,
II€ pacroJIarajIuCh 3auupl, Katum He gosnetanu. Crapeiid 3asmn
CHUJIEJI y KOCTpa M YTO-TO 3alMChIBaJl B CBOEM lcuienuresibHoM
Caurke.

— OroHp ObLJT MOMM €IMHCTBEHHBIM TOBAPHIIIEM B MOCIIEJHUE
JIyHBI, — OTBJIEKILIXCH OT [MUCAHUS, [IPOU3HEC CTAPUK. — MBI C HUM
yXe Kak eJuHoe 1esioe. MHe nopor Kaxercs, 4To s yuJy B TOT
CaMblii MU, KOT/Ia TIOTaCHET 9TOT KOCTEP. ..

Ho Kpomuky 6sut0 He A0 3aragok Crapra.

— Ho Beap XMIMHUKA. .. — TOJIOC IIPEAATELCKA COPBAJICS.

— B 9TH y3KMe paciuesmHbl Mexkay KaMHSIMHA HE CMOKET ITPo-
JIe3Th HU OJIMH XUIIHUK. Tak 4To MOXellb He OOAThCS.

«JIerko ckazars...» — MOEKUIICS OT cTpaxa 3adoHOK. [To Ho-
YaM BCerJa CTAaHOBMIJIOCh OCOOEHHO CTPAIITHO, U BCE MEJIKUE 3Be-
P B JIECY CTAPAJIUCh CIPATATHCS. MBIIIN CKPBIBAIUCH B HOPKAX,
OeNKM — B JyIUlax, NTULBI — B THE3AaX. TosbKO 3aiilibl HE UMEITH
CBOETO XWJIbsl, IOTOMY UTO ObLIO Oe30macHee MpsATaThCsl Kax-
JBIM pa3 B CaMbIX Pa3HbIX NOTalHBIX MecTax. Houblo HacTynamna
BpEMS XUIIIHUKOB.

Crapel1, BEpHbII CBOMM IIPUBBIYKAM, YCEJICS CO CBOUM Hepas-
JIyYHBIM [TOCOXOM Y TOPSILLETO KOCTpPa, a 3ai1YOHOK YJIETCs CHarh,
HO COH HMKaK He En. OT yxaHbs (PUIMHOB U KPUKOB HESACBHITEN
cepaLe, Ka3aaoch, yXOAWIO B caMble MATKU. [IoBopouasivicey Ha
LIMHOBKE, Kposmk nornpocuit y craporo 3auiia cBUTOK Ipo Ber-
POroHa, KOTOPBIN X paHWJICS B MOTARHOM YIJTyOJIEHUH O] CaMbIM
OOMNBIIIMM BATyHOM BMECTEe C TpaBaMH U CHanoObsimu. McTopun



po OBICTPOHOTOTO U JIOBKOro BeTporoHa Bcerma Beensiiu yBe-
PEHHOCTb ¥ TIOMOTaJI TIPOTHATh CTPaXx.

3aflYOHOK yMeJl YuTaTh MOKa TOJBKO MO CJIoraM M, OBICTPO
yCTaB OT YTEHUs1, Ha4aJl MPOCMaTpUBATh MPU CBETE KOCTPa MHO-
rOYKMCIIeHHbIE KaPTUHKK. PUCYHKHM KpacoyHO n3o0paxkamm Ber-
POTOHA, JTUXO YOeraiomiero OT Jiuca, CTPEMIJIAB YAUPAIOIIEro OT
LeJION IIANKHU BOJIKOB, C YJIBIOKOM MIYIIEro Mo pyciy py4bsi, 4YTO-
ObI COUTH XUIITHUKOB CO CJIea. ..

— Jenymika, — Clipocyl BAPYT 3aiYOHOK, — a KTO HAMKCAJ STOT
CBUTOK?

Crapell He OTBeYaJ1, BUAATb, YKe 3apeMal... 3alYOHOK yKe
U HE KJaJl OTBETa, KaK CTApUK HEOXKUIAHHO U3PEK:

— Xopoiuid Borpoc Thl 3aaj, Kposuk.

— YewM ke OH XOpoIll, JeaylIKa? — OTOpOIes 3aMYOHOK.

— Tem, uto T Hauas Qymath. K coxanenuio, HeIHUE y 3aii1IeB
HET BpeMeHH Ha 3TO, OHU MOCTOSTHHO 3aHSATHI TEM, YTO OOSTCS U
6eraiot. bositcst 1 Geraior, — moBropi Crapell, CJIOBHO TPoOyst
Ha BKYC rOpeyYb CBOUX K€ CIIOB.

— Ho kpyrom sxe XWIHUKK! — BO3pa3uil 3aiYOHOK. — BoH n
Berporon Bceraa yoerasn!

— [Ipupona ycrpoeHa Tak, 4YTO HaMm, 3adllaM, U B CAMOM Jie-
Jie, TIOJDKHO yoerath v CKpbIBaThesi. OIHAKO XUIITHUKYA HE MOTJIH
noiiMath BeTporoHna He TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OH Oeran ObicTpee
BCEX, a Mpeskje Bcero Oarogapsi TOMy, 4TO OH Bcerja IyMal,
Ky/la ¥ 3a4eM Hy)KHO Oexatb. Beerna crapaiicst ;ymath, CBIHOK,
Ipekae YeM Kyaa-HUOYIb MYAThCS CIIOMSI TOJIOBY.



«[loka s Gymy gymarb, BMECTO TOTO, 4TOOBI JaTh CTpeKaua,
MeHSI IOUMAIOT U Che/ISIT ! » — HO 3aifYOHOK TIOOO0SIJICS CKa3aTh 3TO
BCJIyX U MOJTYa YTKHYJICSI OOpaTHO B CBUTOK.

— Dror 3asuuii CBUTOK Hamucan apyr BerporoHa — 3asig
KopoTkoXBOCT — mocIie HEKOTOPOro MOTYaHUST TIPOAOJIKAT CTa-
puK. — B Heli coOpaHsbl Bce MpeaHusi PO HAIETro JITeHIAPHOTO
npejika, a 1o CyTH — BCSI MyAPOCTh 3asiubero pona. Hu B koem
clly4yae HeJlb3s1 IOMYCTUTb, YTOObI IparolieHHasi pyKOMUCh Momna-
JIa B PyKU XUIITHUKOB.

C HacTyIUleHHEM yTpa pollla BHOBb HAIIOJHWJIACH OXKUBJIEH-
HBIM TOMOHOM 3Bepbsi. OCOOEHHO BBIICJISUICS TPOTUBHBIN U
MPOH3UTENBHBIN rosioc copoku banadonku. Yrto 310 OHa ¢ yTpa
npuierena? Kpoiauk ¢ MemKkoM co CHagoObsIMU BHIOpAJICS M3
pacmienuabl Beien 3a Crapriem. Best myskaiika Obuia ycestHa 007Tb-
UMY ¥ MaJIBIMUA KaMHSIMU, Ha KOTOPBIX M PacCaXuBaJIUCh 3Be-
pu.

— Yro ciyumsioch? — CTPOTo CIPOCHIT Y COOPABIIMXCS 3aslll,
YCEBIINCh Ha CBOE OOBIYHOE MECTO: CTApPBIi MOBAJICHHBIA CTBOJ
Oepé3bl BO3JIE POJIHUKA.

— Takoe ciyumiocs, aenymika! — TyT ke 3aTapaTopuiia Copo-
Ka, TpbITas O OJIHOMY U3 BAJYHOB W HE JIaBas MIPOYMM M pTa
PacKphITh. — Takoe CITyunIioch, U4To ThI Jake He TIOBEPHIIIH!

Ecnu yx copoka B3si1ach YTO-TO PacCKa3biBaTh, TO €€ yKe He
octaHoBUTh. HO Xyke Bcero To, 4To OHa JIoOWIa HEMIAAHO MPH-
BUPATh [IPU ITOM.

— XBarut 6anadonuth, banadonka — npepBas crapuk. — Pac-



CKa3bIBail.

— Cpenp Oena gus Peokwii Jluc yBET oOMaHOM TpoWX oOJie-
HAT. — 3allYOHOK 3aTaujl JIbIXaHUe — Cpasdy CTajio CTPAIIHO. —
Tonbko nipeacTaBbTe cede — cpenb Oena aHs! Be€ crago B 60mb-
oM rope. Cam Bonbinoe Korbsito obeman nepeioMuTs Xpeder
mucy. O6emarb-To oOeral, a TOIbKO KaK eMy CIIOBUTB-TO. ..

— Te1, Baabosika, ganeko He MOUAETL — U TO HABPEIIIb, — ITpe-
pBai Crapen 6onmuByio ntuity. Cpenu 3Bepeit mpodexan cme-
IIOK.

— OnHo coBo — 6anadonka! — SI3BUTENIBHO BBHIKPUKHYI 3aid-
YOHOK BhIcTpOoHOTHiA.

— Cam Tl Oastaborika, a 1 benoOoka, — BO3MyTHIIaCh COPOKA. —
Bor kJmiony Te0s1, KOCol, B HOC — Oyzenib 3HaTh! f Bcerga roBo-
pIo TONBKO yKcTylo npaay! A He ymero no-gpyromy. Buepach
10 camoit Houu bosbioe KormsTo co cBouMu 0JIeHsIMU-BOMHAMM
nbITasCs pa3peiTh xkuuine Poikero Jluca!

HekoTopsie 3Bepy COIIACHO 3aKMUBAJIM TOJIOBAMHU.

— Jla Bcé 6e3 ToJKy — OOJNBHO TTyOOKa HOpa, JI0 XO35IMHA He
nooOpatbcsi. XOTs crapblii Porau yBepsii MeHsl, 4TO 4yTh HE JIO-
crais Peokero Jlnca KONBITOM. ..

— A Kak e OJIeHsATa IOBEPWINCh PBLKEMY XUTpELLy? — Cpo-
cun Crapel.

— OH UM HarwIeN, 4To Tereph MepecTans OXOTUThCSA U UTO Te-
niepb €CT TOJIbKO OfIHY TpaBy. ToNbKO npeacTaBbTe cede — Poikuii
JIuc ecr tpaBy! Co cmexy MoxHO ymepers! OH HE BCAKYIO-TO
JIWYb CTAHET KYIIATh. ..



— Hy, noBonsHo, Banabonka, — nepedu crapbiii 3asil, — JIETH
JlaJblIe CBOer Joporou!

— 41 Bcerga roBopio TOJBKO YMCTYIO MpaBay! DTo Bce B Jie-
cy 3HaoT! — Myzpelly copoka rnepeyuTh He OCMeIUIach U, BCeM
CBOMM BHJIOM BbIpaxasi HEIOBOJILCTBO, yJieTesa Aajbliie BelaTh
1O JIECY CBOM HOBOCTH.

CoOpagivecs 3BepH CTaJld HariepeOoil CTajlu paccKa3biBaTh,
KTO YTO CJIbIIAN ¥ 3Hal. CBeieHust ObUIM BeCbMa OOPHIBOYHBIMU
Y NIOpoW MpoTUBOpeyri Apyr Apyry. Y Kpomnmka gaxke roiaosa
TMOIIIA KPYTOM OT BCeX 3TUX HOBOCTel. Kak TyT BBISICHUTB, rjie
npaBja, a rae Joxb?

— OneHsita NPOSIBWIIM OOJBINYIO OIJIOIIHOCTb, 3aTOBOPUB C
Porkum JIucom, — u3pék B urore Crapen. — OH CTONb XUTEP, YTO
yKe pa3yuymnicsi TOBOPUTDH MPaBy.

— HyxHo 6buto yOerath! — BCKOUMB Ha KaMEHb W TOIPABUB
pyOaxy, BOCKJIMKHYJ beictpoHoruii. ITpucyTcTBOBaBIMe 3aifiibl
OypHO ero TMoJIepkalli: OH yxkKe ceiiyac Oeran ObICTpee MHOTHX
COpOIUYEH.

MBbII pelmig, 9YTo Hy)KHO ObLIO CIIPSTAThCsl B HOPKE, Oel-
KU — 3JIe3Th MOBBIIIE HA IEPEBO, NTUIIBI — YJIETETh MOAAJIbIIIE.

[To ycTosiBITIeHCS YKE TPAIUIIUU CTApbI 3asil] OTCTaBUJI CBOU
MOCOX B CTOPOHY U MPHUHSJICS BBICAYIIMBATh 3BEPE, KOTOpPbIE
’KaJIOBAJIUCh Ha pa3iMuHble Heayru. BosbHbIe, OAXOAs MO Ofl-
HOMY, MIPUCAKUBAIUCH HA OPEBHO PSZOM CO CTAPUKOM M pac-
CKa3bIBAJIM, 4TO MX OecrokouT. TiiaTeabHO BBICTYIIAB, a €Clv
HaJOOHO, TO U OCMOTpPEB OOJNBHOTO, CTapel] AaBaJl KaKIOMY W3



MeIlka JInOo CHajoObe, MO0 BBHICYIIIEHHBIE TPABBI ISl OTBApA,
60 Ma3u. Kpommk momorat 3BepsiM yHeCTH JieKapcTBa ¢ coO0i
Y TEPIIEUBO MOBTOPSLI €IIE pa3, KaK UX MPUMEHSITh.

Bpewms yxe On1u3UIOCh K MOMYAHIO, KOTJa Kpaem rias3a 3ai-
YOHOK 3aMeTHJI KaKoe-TO OXHMBJICHHE Cpeldu COOpaBIIUXCS B
3asaubeM Bcexonmbe 3Beper. OmisapiBasich B CTOPOHY BOCXOA
COJIHLIA, OHU TUXO O YEM-TO MNMEPEIIENTHIBAIMCE. BoHEHME BCE
YCWJIMBAJIOCh, HAKOHEI] IITUIIBI C KPUKAMU BCIIOPXHYJIA CO CBOMX
MECT Ha JIEPEBbsI, U MOCBIIIAINCH KPUKU:

— Pookuid Jluc! Peokuin Jluc uaér cropa!

Kponuk Bech noxomnoaen. Peikuid Jluc, rposa Bcero MHoropy-
yeitHoro Jleca, XonMBIIMI B CBOE BPEMs €1LE M0]] HAYaJIOM Y ca-
Moro Y:xkachoro Jluca! 3Bepu MOBCKaKMBAJIM C MECT U OpOCH-
JIUCh BpacchilHyl0. B MraoBeHue oka poia omycrena, a Kpoiauk
OT CTpaxa He CMOT Jlaxe MOIIEBEIUThCs. B rojose 1o cux nop
3BeHeJ KpUK: «Porikuit JIuc uaer ciona!»

N3 cocrosHuda crynopa ero BeiBesl Crapel, BCTPAXHYB Kak
CIIEAYeT 3a IUICUH.

— ThI emié cauikom cnad, a s ke CIUIIKOM CTap, 4To0bl yoe-
Karb, — ckazaj oH. — Cripsiuemcsi!

Ounu niposniesnu B xkuiuiie Crapiia, e TOT NEPBbIM AEJIOM
cripsiTajt CBUTOK ¢ npenanusimu. Ho Kponuk He ayBcTBOBa ceOst
31ech B Oe3omacHocTH. K Kakoi Obl CTOPOHE OH He MPHKUMAI-
cs1, BCerJia OKa3bIBaJICS CJAUIIIKOM OJIM3KO K OTHOM U3 TPEX pac-
1IeJIMH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH JpOXka OT CTpaxa yceJcs Ha CBOE
MECTO Y MIPUKPBUICS IIMHOBKOH, OYATO 3TO MOIJIO €0 CHACTH. . .



— 31paBCTBYM, INIMHHOYXUI CTApUK, — pa3faJicsl BAPYT Iie-To
COBCEM OJIM3KO Yel-TO MATKUI BKPaIYMBHIA TOJIOC.

Pookuii JInuc?! Kponuk ot yxkaca, Kaxercsi, epecTall J1axe
JbIIIATh. .. A Bellb HU €JUHBIA 3BYK HE BbIJaJ MOJKPABILIErOCs
XUIIHAKA.

— 41 cmoTpio, y TeOs1 OSBUJICS YUSHUK.

B onHO# 13 paciienvuH MeJIbKHYJI XUIHBIA OCKaJl, U 3alY0HKA
HAYaJio TPSICTH TaK, YTO OH JaKe HE CMOT MOJHATH CHOJ3IIYIO
LIUHOBKY.

— Yo Tebe HyxHO, Peikuii JIuc? — cripocun Crapetr.

MO>HO MoTyMaTh, OH HU KalleJIbKU He OOsIJICS 3TOTr0 XUIIHU-
Ka!

— MHe HHUYero He HyXHO, yBepsiio TeOs1, crapuk! f mpocto
MPOTYJIMBAICS M1 MAMOXOJOM PEIIWJ UCTIUTh U3 3/ICUIHErO POJI-
HuKa. Boga TyT BKycHasi — BCSl IPOMUTAHA 3asTYbHM JTyXOM.

— Thl HMUETO He Jiesaellb MPOCTO TaK.

— X0-X0! — XOXOTHYJ JIMC U3-3a KaMHel. — Yero TojabKo He
HaANpUIyMbIBAET 3BEpUHAs MOJIBA. ThI K€ 3HACIIb, CTAPUK, — HE
CTOUT BCEMY BEPUTb.

Peusb nuca nuaach Tak CIIOKOMHO, a TOJIOC ObIJT TAKOW MATKHM,
yro Kponmuk HE 3a 4TO He mogymai Obl, YTO ero odJaaaresb —
JKECTOKMI Y KOBAPHBIM XUIIHHUK. 3alTYOHOK JaKe MOYyBCTBOBAI,
YTO MOCTENEHHO YCINOKAUBAETCS — MPOTUB CBOEU BOJIH.

— 51 TOUHO 3HAI0, YTO HE CTOUT BEPUTh TBOMM CJIOBaM, Pbikuit
Jluc, — TBEpHO orBeTcTBOBaN CTapell.

— ThI TOXE AyMaelib, 4TO HE 51 yMEIO CKa3aTh MPaB/bl, U ITO-



My YYMIIIb CBOETrO yuyeHuKa? — B royoce jimca, Kaxercs, mocibl-
LIAJIMCh BECENbIE HOTKU. B paciuenuue — tenepp yxe Opyrou —
CBEpPKHYJIM I71a3a XUITHUKA. — YK OOJBHO MaJIeHbKOTO U TIIle-
JYIIHOTO 3aiiYOHKA Thl BHIOpa, cTapuk. byner im ot Hero Tonk?

— Tonk Gyner ot modoro, KTo cam 3Toro xouet, Prokuii Jluc.

— Xo-xo0! Thl ke 3Haelllb, KaK Yy HAC TOBOPAT: JOKUBIIKE Oa
yBuasAT. Ho mHe, k coxanenuto, nopa. [Ipomaire, iiamHHOyxue !

Me:xay BaJlyHOB MEJIbKHYJI PbIKUI XBOCT U UCUE3. 3aTYOHOK
cues Moida, 60siCh Jake pacKpbITh poT. TONBKO Temephb 0 HETO
JOLIO, YTO MOJ YYEHUKOM JIMC UMEN B BUIY €ro!

— VInén nu peokuid pa30oMHMK, TOMyOyIiKa? — MOAHSIB roJIo-
BY, oOpatuJicst Ctapell K CHHUIIE, CUISIIEH Ha iepeBe.

— Yweén, penymka!

— Hukorza He cTOUT BepUTh JcaM, — TIOKeBaB ryoamMu, cKa-
3an jenymka Kponuky. — A Peikuii JIvc — O0JIBINON XUTperl, u
C KaXAbIM JHEM OH CTAHOBUTCS BCE XUTPOYMHEE U XUTPOYMHEE.
Ecnu Obl OH 3axoten, s fymato, oH 0e3 Tpyza CMOr Obl OMMaTh
ceityac Hac odoux. Ho s yxe cmIKoMm cTap, a Thl e1I€ CIUIIKOM
MaJl, a IOTOMY JIUC HE MOKeJIaJl IIOMYCTy TPaTUTh BPEMs Ha Hac.

— A 1 4 B caMOM Jiefie TBOM YUYE€HUK? — PelIniICsl CIPOCUTh
Kponuk.

— TonbKO Tl cCaM MOJKEIlb OTBETHUTb, 3a4€M ThI 311€Ch. B03-
MO’HO, Thl XOYelllb OTOJarofiapuTh MEeHsl, ToMorasi, uian Tede
IIPOCTO HEKY/a UATU. A MOXET, Thl JEUCTBUTEIBHO XOYElllb O-
CTUYb MYJPOCTH JpeBHUX 3aiiieB? Thl caM MOMMEIL, KOT/Ia Ha-
CTYIIUT BpEMSI.



Kponuky, KOHEUHO, ¥ B caMOM [ieJie UATU HEKy[a, HO Belb
OUYeHb OOMTHO OCTAaBaThCs 3/IECh TOJIBKO M3-3a TOrO!

— 41 xody, 4TOOBI ThI, IEAYIIIKA, HAYYHJ MEHS. .. — 3aYOHOK
3aMOJT4all, YBU/IEB, UTO CTAPUK YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Henb3st HUKOro Hay4UTh, MOKHO TOJIBKO HAyUYUTbCS CaMO-
My. — 3asil caesan nay3y. — Ko MHe yke HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPHUXO-
JWIA B YYEHUKHU 3aivaTa. Thl €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO TaK HAJ0JIIO
3aJiepXkalcs, U, HABEPHOE, MO3TOMY PbIKUI XUTPELl U 3aUHTEPE-
COBAJICSI TOOOM.

Kponuk, BCHOMHUB XMIIHBIM OCKal U SPKO-PBIKHMUA XBOCT,
B3/IpOTHYJL.

— Henyiiika, — IOMOJIYaB, CIPOCUI OH, — & Thl pa3Be He 0o-
UIIbCS Jnca?

Craper] HeKOTOpOe BpeMs MPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPEN Ha 3AYOHKA,
a 3aTeM CIPOCHIL:

— Ilouemy ThI Tak permn?

— Tsl Tak cMesno ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBal. ..

— Tei tipaB, s eiicTBUTENLHO He O0tochk Prikero Jluca, motomy
YTO CMEPTh — 3TO He camoe cTpaiiHoe. 51 6otck apyroro. bowck,
YTO HE YCIEI0 NepeiaTh CBOM 3HAHUS CIIEAYIOIEMY TOKOJIEHUIO.
Botoch, uto 3asunit CBUTOK MPOMAAET MOCTIe TOro, Kak MEHs He
craneT. Hudero He crpamarcs TOJbKO Typaku U CyMacIIeAlIre.
Tot, KTO ;ymMaeT 0 CBOEM OyjiyIeM, BCerja yero-Huoy/p ornaca-
eTcs. XUIIHUKYU U T€ TIOIBEPKEHBI CTPAXY.

It Kponmka 310 cranno OTKpBITUEM: OH PaHbIIIE AAKE HE Ay-
MaJ1 00 3TOM. . .



— A 4ero xe oHM 0osITCS, AeAyIiKa?

— T'onona, npyrux XumHUKOB, cMepTh. He Kaxapld eHb y
XMITHUKOB OBbIBACT yAayHasl OXOTa, U MOPON OHU BBIHYKJICHBI
Jpathcs n3-3a 1o0buM. Ho cTpax o/mkeH momorarh Jiymarh O
CBOEM OyIyIieM, ChIHOK, a He pocTo yoeratb. OO 3TOM HUUEro
HE CKa3aHo, K COKAaJICHHUIO, 1aKe B CBUTKax 3auua Berporona.

«Ctpaxa-T0 y MeHsI MPeIoCTaTOYHO, — B3JOXHYJI MPO ceOst
Kponuk, — TOIbKO OT Hero OoJbIle XOUeTCsl Kak pa3-Taku OeraTh,
a He aymartb...» Cka3aTb Takoe BCIyX Nepejl CTApUKOM OH He
OCMEeJIUJICS.

— Jluc npuxoausa He NpoCTO Tak, — MPOAOJIKAI PaCCykKIaTh
Crapern. — 4 aymaio, oHa U3 MPUYMH — OH XOTeJl MOCMOTPETh
Ha Te0s1, CHIHOK.

Kponuk He 3Has, cMeSTbCs €My WU TUIAKaTh.

— Ho 3ayem oOH XOTen MeHs YBUAETh?

— OH Bcernma ngymaet o Oyaymiem. — [Topoii crapslii 3asi1 co-
BCEM YK€ HAuMHaJl TOBOpUTH 3aragkamu. — M ocreperaiics ba-
71a00JIKH, CHIHOK.

— Bana6onku?! — ynuwics Kpomuk. — [Mouemy?

B ronose gake mMesibKHYJIA IaJIbHAasE MbICIIb: YK HE COILIEN JIU
CTapuK C yma OKOHYaTeIbHO?!

— Cimmikom yk 4acto B HamieM Jiecy Bciien 3a Bamadonmkoi
nosipisiercst U cam Pookuii Jluc. Craércst MHe, 3TO HE MpocToe
COBIIAJICHHE.

Crapen 3amonk. Haj ronoBoii mposereno HECKOIbKO BCTpe-
BOKEHHBIX ITUII, HO Npu3aaymasiimiics Ctapen X He 3aMEeTHIL.



— Yro cnyuunocek? — cripocus Kposnuk, BckakuBasi.

— BHu3y, B J0111MHE MOSBAJIACh pocoMaxa! — JOHECIIOCH C BbI-
COTBI.

—Pocomaxa? — Bcrpenenysics crapuk. — BoT u uctuHHas npu-
ynHa nosieyieHus Pookero JIuca! Mném, ChIHOK.

— Kyna, nepymka?! — onemmn 3ai4oHOK, HO Crapel ¢ yIuBu-
TEJIbHOM JIJIS1 HETO MPBITHIO BHIOPAJICS BOH U3 PACITICIUHBI.

CrnenoBath 3a CyMacIIeANTUM CTaAPUKOM OBUIO CTPAITHO, HO
elIé cTpaliHee — ocTaBaTbcs ogHoMy. [locie HekoToporo 3ame-
niarenbeTBa, Kponuk nocrienmn 3a yuurenem. CHapyku B HO3/I-
pY yIapul TaKOW CHIIBHBIN JIMCUU 3amax, YTo 3aKPyKUIach ro-
soBa. Crapell e, CIOKOMHO MTPOKOBBUISIB K Kpalo JIyKalKu, OT-
Ky/a JIOIMHA ObllIa KaK Ha JIAZJOHH, yCeJICsl Ha KaMeHb.

3allY0HOK, BECh IpOXKa, MPUMOCTHIICS y KaMHs, HE PEIIasiCh
Jlake BBHIDISTHYTh M3-3a Hero. «Ho 3auem, 3auem MBI cioia BbI-
i ?!» Kposik mopbiBasicst cka3aTh, YTO HYXKHO UATH OOpaTHO,
OJJHAKO OT CTpaxa y HEero MoOIpOCTYy OTHSUICS s3bIK. M3 roioBsl
HUKAaK HE BBIXOIWJIA OCKaJI JIMCA U €r0 OTHEHHO-PBIKUIA XBOCT.

— CMOTpH, CHIHOK, — CKa3aJl IENOTOM MYyApbIi 3asil. — CMOT-
PH, €CJIM U BIIPABJly XOYEIllb HAYUYUThCS JyMaTh.

3aifY0HOK, 32)KMYPHBIIIUCH, COOPAT OCTATKHA CMENIOCTH. .. OH
HE MOMHWJI, KaK 3TO MOJIYYWIOCh, HO OTKPBIB IJIa3a, C YKACOM
OOHAPYXWJI, 9YTO CTOUT PSAJOM CO CTAPHUKOM.

[Tpocnenus 3a B3rsiaom Crapiia, AepKaBIIErocs 3a CBOM Io-
cox oOenMH pykamu, Kponuk pasmisijen B HU3MHe 4eTbipe (pu-
T'YpPbI ¥ 3aMep, HE pelasich Jaxe NOUEBEIUThCA. 3aro3/1aj10 Mo-



HsUJI, 9TO JIaXKe He BBISICHUJI C TIOIBETPEHHOUN WJIM HABETPEHHOU
CTOPOHBI OHU BBIIIUIA HAOJIOIATh 32 XUITHUKAMU. . .

— Pocomaxa He oiuH, — IENOT CTapyKa JIMJICS CIIOKOMHO, KaKk
HU B 4€M He OBbIBAJIO, — C HUM TPOE €ro MOAPYYHbIX-IIIAKAJIOB.

[Iakanpl BHU3Y CYeTJIMBO BHICMATPUBAIIM U BBIHIOXMBAJIH CJie-
T, THOT/IA aKe OIMyCKasiCh Ha YeTBepeHbKU. Pocomaxa ke, kak
¥ TIOJIO’)KEHO BOXKAKY, CTOSUI B IUIAIIE W3 IIKYP ¥ JIUIIIb YKa3bIBaJL.

— Haxe eciau XUIIHUKY y4yIOT HAac, OHM He MOWIYT B Hally
CTOpOHY.

«Ho nouemy?!» Ho Bciyx Kposuk He cMOr mpou3HECTH HU
3ByKa W Jiniib cMotpest. OH *kJall, 4TO BOT-BOT KTO-HHOYIbh U3
XMITHUKOB MOTHUMET TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY XOJIMA U. ..

— [MoTomy uTO cambie CBEXKHUE CIIe[Ibl BEAYT MPOUYb OT BCXOJ-
Mbsl. XUIIHUKYA HACTOJIBKO CAMOHAJICSTHHBI, YTO JIAXKe MpecTa-
BUTH ceOe He MOT'YT, UTO 32 HUMU HaOoaeT ux J00bIYA.

He B cocrosinuu naxe moleBeauThesi, Kpoiuk coBHO B Ty-
MaHe HaOJIoa 3a cepo-0ypoit YeTBEPKOM, PHICKABIIIEH B JIOIIH-
He, UCNeNPEHHYIO 3asT9puMU clienamu. OJTUH U3 aKaJIOB BIPYT
TIOBEPHYJT TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY XOJIMa W MPUHIOXAJICSA. 3ailYOHOK
3aTpsiccs, CJIOBHO JIUCT Ha BETpY.

OnHaKO, HEMHOTO TMOKPYTHUBIIKCH IO JIOIMHE, pocoMaxa U
IIAKaJIBl ¥, B CAMOM JieJie, OpOCHIIHCh OexaTh 1o Oepery pydbs
poYb OT X0JIMa. Kposmka mouyBCcTBOBaI, YTO HOTY €ro OOJIbIIe
He JiepKat, ¥ OH MeJIJIEHHO CIIOJ3 TI0 KAMHIO Ha 3eMJTIO.

— CTpax He Tak BeJIMK, KOrJa BUIWIIL CBOMMU TJIa3aMH TO,
4yero OOUIIIbCs, — MOBEPHYBIIUCH, CKa3aJl CTApUK.



Yro 3a epynaa? [Ieitasich 4to-HUOYAb OTBETUTH, Kponuk pas-
’KaJ1 3yObl, HO OHM TaK 3aCTy4Yasi, YTO OH TOTYAC 3aKPbUI POT U
MIPOCTO KUBHYJI B OTBET.

— XWTpBIH JIUC HAPOYHO pacIlyraj BCeX 3BEpey C Xoama, YTo-
ObI MPUIIUIBIE XUIITHUKUA OCTATUCH Oe3 100bIYH B JIeCy, IJe MpH-
BBIK OXOTUTBCS OH CaM.

[TomonyaB, cTapuk HETOPOIUIMBO CJI€3 C KaMHs U, OMUPAsICh
Ha CBOW MOCOX, 3aKOBBUISLT 0OpAaTHO K paciienvHe. 3ail4oHOK,
130 BCEX CUJI CTapasiChb YHATh IPOXKb, NIBUHYICA ciienoM. Crapelt
MOBOPOIIWI ITyYKU TPaB, pa3BelllaHHbIe HA BEPEBKAX, MPOTSIHY-
THIX MEX/ly BaJlyHAMH, U TTPOJIOJIKIAT:

— HaBaii-ka, 3aliMEMCS MPUTOTOBJIEHHMEM CHanoOwid. TpaBbl
BBICOXJIM, & CETOJIHS K HaM BCE PABHO YK€ HUKTO HE MPUAET. ..

Crapuk ¥ B 3TOT pa3 oKazajcs npas. bosnbliie B 9TOT ieHb Ha
3asube BcxomMbe HUKTO M3 3Bepell He MOKa3bIBAJICSH, BCE Obl-
JIM HaIyraHbl XUIMHUKaMU. Kposmk nomoras crapomy 3aiity To-
JIOYb CYIIEHBIE TPABbI, HO IPOKb B PYKaX y HErO TaK U HE KOHYa-
nace. [Ipe6piBanre y Ctapiia oka3zanach ropasio CTpaiiHee, 9emMm
OH TIpeArnoara.

«Yt0 xe aenars? OcraBaTbCsl CTPALIHO, YXOOUTb CTBIIHO. ..»
TospKo K Beuepy 3aiiYOHOK HAKOHeIl Habpasicsi XpaOpOCTH, UTO-
ObI KaK MOJKHO HEBO3MYTHUMEE TTPON3HECTH:

— { nonpy. .. NOryaATS.

Crapsiii 3as11, CHAEBIINN Y KOCTPa, TI0 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHIO
HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsI MIOMOITYA.

— JloyKeH pU3HAThCS, — CKa3asl OH, He 000PAYMBasICh, — UTO



MOJIMHHASL MYAPOCTh MPUIILIA KO MHE TOJIbKO TOT/a, KOTAA 51 yke
He Mor ObIcTpo Oerath. [ToTomMy 4TO TONBKO TOTrJA, TOHEBOJIE, S
Y HavyaJl IO-HACTOSAIIEMY AyMarTh.

CoBcem cOuThIi ¢ ToKy Kposnuk He Haméncs, 4To OTBETUTb.

— [Ipomaii, ceiHOK. — CTapuk Tak 1 He oOepHyJcs. — Bo3Bpa-
maiics1, Koraa OyJemnib ToTOB.

KponuKy crano Tak CThIIHO, YTO U3 IJ1a3 OpbI3HYJIM CJIE3bI, HO
OH HMYEro He Mor ¢ coOou noaenatb. Horu camu noHeciau ero
1poyYb OT 3asgubero Bexonvbs. BHU3Y, CHOBa HATOJIKHYBIIUCH HA
cnensl Peikero Jluca, Kponuk BApyr BCHOMHMIL, UTO YKE OJfHA-
KJIbl BUJIENT €r0 XMIIHBIA OCKaT M OOJBIION XBOCT. B Ty camyio
3JIONOJTYYHYIO HOUb, IIPU CBETE MOJHOU JyHBI. Torjga JiMc Toxe
yJbIoaICsl. . .



I'naBa 2. OOMaHyTbIe HadeK bl

Tpycuika 605371MBO BBIJISIHYI U3 KyCTOB M IIOCMOTpEJI TyJa,
KyJa eMy ykaspiBal [inHHOHOT. Jlec oTciona He BUJIEH, HO OHU
nouTtH Jouu. OcCTanaock TOIBKO NEpeceysb IOJe. . .

JUUIMHHOHOT', OCTOPOKHO BBICYHYBIIHCH U3 3apOCjiel, BHUMA-
TEJIbHO OcMaTpuBaJIcs. TpycuIliKa TepHearBoO K Aal CBOETO Ipy-
ra: oH crapuie, ¥ ¢ HUM He TaK CTpalIHO. 3aTeBaTh TaKoe Jajib-
Hee IyTEHIeCTBUE B OIMHOYKY 3alMYOHOK TpycHINIKa HU 3a 4TO
He ocMenuJIcs Obl.

Hakonern, [imHHOHOT y0oOHEee MPUCTPOU 3a IUIEYOM CBOIO
KOTOMKY H, C/IeJIaB Tiepe]] cOOO0 napy pe3Kux B3MaxXoB MaJIKOM,
CKazaJ:

— Uném. Ecim 9to ciyuutcss — O€KUM 3Ur3araMmu B pasHble
CTOPOHBI.

Tpycuiika KUBHYJI, MBITasACh YHATb MEJIKYIO JPOKb, U 3aiiya-
Ta BBIIUIM B OTKpbITOe Nosie. Kpyxkupinve B HeOe /1Ba KOpIIY-
Ha cpa3y K€ paJOCTHO 3aKJIEKOTAIM U HayaJli CHUXKaTbcA. Tpy-
CHILKY OCHOBATEJIbHO CTPYXHYJI U, BBIPOHUB MAJIKy, MIOBAJIWIICA
B TpaBy. OHako [IMMHHOHOI He NOTepsUl MPUCYTCTBUS yXa U
yIpOXKaroLle romMaxaj CBOMM OPYKHEM HaJl FOJIOBOU.

PazouapoBaHHbIE TeM, UTO JIETKOM JOObIUM He OyJIeT, XUIIHbIe
NTULBI TOAHSUIMCH HA MPEKHIOI BBICOTY, HO KPY/KUTb HAJl 3aii-
YyaTaMu He nepectany. TpycHika nogpoopas cBO NajKy U 3aTo-
poIMIICA 3a TOBApULIEM.



3aiiyata UM CIIOPO, HO Tiepexon Obul JumMHHBIA. ColHIe
HEIaHO MTPUTIEKAJIO, ¥ BCKOPE Ha OTKPBITOM TOJIe CTAJIO KaPKO.
JITMHHOHOT IeprKaJl MKy HaroToBe U BpeMsi OT BpeMEeHH MoMa-
xuBaj er0. ATH, MOCTOSTHHO OIJIsAbIBAsICh BBEPX, ObLIO UpPE3BbI-
YailHO YTOMUTEJIbHO, BCKOpe y TpyCHILIKM 3aTeKJIa 11esl U epef
r71a3aMHU TMOTUTBUTM 1IBETHBIE KPYTY OT COJIHIIA.

HakoHer, Briepesin 3aTeMHeJa MoJjIoCKa JepeBbEeB, MOKA3bIBa-
ol1as Ha Kpasl NoJsisi, U 3aiiuata, moodpocaB Majku, MOMYAIUCh
130 BCEX, BbIAEIbIBAS 3UT3ATH.

JlmiaHOHOT Oeran ObicTpee, HO TpycuIika Buien, 4to ceilvac
TOT C/IEPXKUBAJICS, YTOOBI HE OCTABJIATH €ro Ha Tnojie ogHoro. OH
y’ke COBCeM BBIOWJICS U3 CWJI, KOrjJa 3aiiyata HaKoHell BieTeIu
B CHACUTEJIbHBIN MOIECOK. [IJTMHHOHOT, TSXkENOo Ablilia, Hayall
OCMaTpPUBAThCS MO CTOPOHAM, a TpycHIlIKa HUYKOM MOBATHUICS
Ha 3eMJIIO.

— Hob6panucs! — mrenTa oH, eme gaxe cam He Beps. — JloOpa-
JIUCB!..

MonBa npo 3TOT BOX/IEJIEHHBIN JIEC, I1Ie HET XUIIIHUKOB, XO-
JIWJ1a Cpejiv 3aiIieB aaBHo. Ho He MHOTrMe HaOMpaJIuch CMEJIOCTH
OTIIPaBUTHCSA B CTOJb JAJIBHUI Iy Tb, OJIHBIM OnacHocTen. Tpy-
CHIIIKA K€ MOCyIe TUOeH pouTesield OT PyK XUIIHUKOB MaHWJe-
CKU 3a005UICS KUTh B POAHOM Jiecy U OT Oe3bICXOHOCTH TIOI-
JIAJICS HA YTOBOPBI 3HAKOMOTO 3aiiu0OHKa, [ITMHHOHOT . . .

— Emg onHy Takylo npoOekKy sl He MepekuBY, — YyThb OT/bI-
IABIINCH, eJie pocHren TpycuIlKa u moctapascs yiablOHyThCS.

— Bcest 3as19bst )KU3HB — OJJHA CIUIONIHAS TPOOEKKA, — YIIBIO-



HyJicst B otBeT [imuuHoHOr. — Hy)kHO uaru k Bombsmomy [1yoy,
TaM y3HaeM BCE€ HOBOCTH.

Tpycuilika He nepecTaBall yAUBIATHCA TOMY, CKOJIBKO CBEJle-
HUI1 cMOr coOpath [JTMHHOHOT O YyXOM Jiece U3 BCAKUX CIYXOB
Y JOMBICTIOB. TpycHIlIKa NOAHSAJICS, HOTH BCE €IE APOKAIM M0-
CJIe CUJIBHOTO CITypTa.

CrpocHB I0poOry Yy MECTHOTO 3sI0JTUKA, JIPy3bsi HATIPABUJIHCH
B yKa3aHHYI0 cTopoHy. Temepb uaTu ObLIO ropasfo Becesee.
JlmiaHOHOT GoMNTan 6e3 yMOnKy, cOMBast MaJKOU JIUCThS C KY-
cro. [Ipo 3TOT N1ec OH, Ka3asock, 3Han Bc€! Panbine 31ech 0ou-
TaJl 3HAMEHUTBIM YkacHblil JIuc co ceoum bparctBom. TOT Jinic
ObLIT HACTOJIBKO XUTEP U YMEH, UTO MOJ] €ro HAYaJIOM XOJWJIN He
TOJILKO JIMChHI U IIaKaJbl, HO Aaxe BOJKU U menseau! Ero bpar-
CTBO MCTPEOMIIO BCIO MEJIKYIO JKMBHOCTD B JIECY U HA4aJIo Mpo-
MBILUIATH [0 COCEHUM JIECAM, HABOASA Y)Kac Ha BCIO OKPYTY.

Tpycuilika, TPEBOKHO OIJIAABIBASICh, MOEKUICA. XOTA YKac-
HbI JIUC ¥ cCKOHYAIC ellI€ MPOLUIBIM JIETOM, CIYIIATh ITPO HETO
BCE paBHO OBLIO O Kak cTparrHo. BoT mocie cmepT jvica 1 He
OCTaJIOCh B 3TOM JIECY HU OJIHOTO XMIIIHHUKA, IOTOMY KakK BCE €ro
BparctBo paz0exanoch.

N3penka ocBeIOMIISISICh y MEPHATHIX, MPaBUJILHOM JIM JI0PO-
roid onu uayt K bombmomy IyOy, Tpycumka u [InmuHHOHOT
HECIICIITHO MPOJIBUTAIIUCH BCE ITyOXke B YkacHoseche. Bo Bpems
MyTenecTBUS OHU MPUBBIKIM Aaxe odenarh Ha xomy. Ho ycra-
JIOCTh Havyasia Opath CBOE, U, e1Ba 3aBe4eperio, APy3bsl, MO MpU-
BBIUKE TLIATEJILHO 3aILyTaB CJIEbl, YCTPOWJIMCh HA HOWIET B 3a-



poCysAX opexa.

IIpocHyBumMCh yTpoMm, TpycHIliKka rogymas, YTo €My JaBHO HE
CHAJIOCh TaK XOPOIIO U CIOKOWMHO. JITMHHOHOT y:Xe paccrpariiu-
BaJI COJIOBbS, JIOJITO JIM UM ellié Joouparbesi 1o bobinoro [Jyoa.

— Bu1 e mectapie? — [ITuia ornsmena 3aiiyar — Te 3aKUBa-
7. — Bam Hy’KHO TTPOITH BJIOJIb ITOU PSB! TIO KabaHbeH Tporie,
niepeiiti BOpon BypnuByio Pexy y Boonosi v mogHATLCS BbIIIIE
TI0 TEYESHMIO I10 TOM ke Tpore. Y Bombioro [lyoa kuBET BopoHa
Kapp-Kap, y He€ MO:xHO y3HaTh BCE CamMble ITOCIIEAHUE HOBOCTH.

— A XMIIHUKM B JIECY €CTb? — CIPOCWII [JJTMHHOHOT.

— [loroBapuBaiu, uro y BsizoBort Onyku BUIEIU €eHOTOBU/I-
HbIX coOak. Ho TouHee Bam pacckaxet Tonbko Kapp-Kap.

3aifyara pacTepsiHHO MOOIAroIapUiIv COJIOBbSI U, HACKOPO Tie-
PEKYCUB JIMCThSIMU OPEXOBOT'O JIEPEBA, TPOHYJINUCH B ITyTh. [IJIMH-
HOHOT 10 JIOpOre JI0Jroe BpeMsi MOJTYajl, HAXMYpPUBIIKCh, a Tpy-
CHIIIKA JTa)Ke W He 3HaJl, uyTo aymarb. Kak xe tak — B secy 0Oe3
XUIIHUKOB €CTh XUIITHUKN?!

— [Noxoxe, BCE 9TO OBUIA OOBIYHBIC ITHYLK BECTH, — HAKOHEIT
ckazaJl [ITMHHOHOT.

— Ho nouemy?!

— Eciu Mbl cMorin oOpaThest 10 TOTO Jieca, TO U XUIIHUKA
3aIpoCTO MOIJIM 3asIBUThCA clofa. HeTpyaHo goragarbes, eciv
MOPACKUHYTh MO3TaMH. . .

Tpycuiiika cHUK. Bckope OHM BBIIILIM K POTONTAHHOM TpOIie
Y IBUHYJIUCh 1O HeW. MeCTHOCTb MOHM:KAJ1aCh, TIOAJIECOK CTaHO-
BWJICS BCE TYyIIle — TPOIia Besia K peke, K MeCTy BOAONOos U Opo-



Ja. Bnepeau nociaymasics mym, u Tpycuilika cHayaia ucmyrai-
¢, HO BUJ, YTO [JTMHHOHOT CIIOKOEH, U CaM pacciibliiall, 4TO
9TO TOIOT KOTBIT, @ He HOT' XUIIHUKOB. Korma 1rym crain omxke
3aiyara yIuid B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI ITPOITYCTUTh HEOOJIBIIIOE CTAI0
KaOaHOB.

[upoko cTymnas, BO3MIABJSII IIECTBUE OTPOMHBIM CeKad, 3a
HUM YXe Bpa30poc BECEION TOJITON I KaOaHbl TOMEHBbITIe, Ka-
O0aHMXM M CeMEHWJIH, MOBU3IrMBasi, Mojocareie mopocsra. Tpy-
CHIIIKA C 3aBUCTBIO IOCMOTPE BCJIe ITyMHOMY cTafy. «Jlepxar-
Cs1 BMECTe M HUKOTO He 0oATCs, — ogyMai oH. — [louemy Mbi,
3alLbl, TAK HE MOXKEM 7»

3aityara BEpHY/IMCh HAa TPONY U 3amaraiu gaieiie. [lotsany-
JIO CBEXKECTBIO, ¥ BIIEpEIU B MPOEMe, 00pa30BaHHOM 3apOC/ISIMU
BO3JIE TPOIIBI, IOKA3aJ1ach peKa.

Tpycunika Beinies 3a JJJIMHHOHOTOM BTSIHYJT HO3JIPSIMUA BO3/YX.
Bopormoii — onacHoe MecTo, U Te ke camble COOaKH, O KOTOPhIX
TOBOPUJI COJIOBEM, MOIJIM YCTPOUTSD 311ech 3acany. Ho Betep, 1y-
IOIIWIA B X CTOPOHY, HE PUHOCKUII C IIPOTHUBOIIONIOKHOTO Oepera
HUKaKWX MOJO3PUTENbHBIX 3amaxoB. Haka3as xknaath, amHHO-
HOT TIOTIPBITAJ 10 KaMeHucToMy Oepery Briepén. [lepenpaBisiTs-
Cs1 HY’)KHO 110 OIHOMY.

Tpycuika, CKaBIIMCh OT CTpaxa, CIPSATAJICS 0OpaTHO B TIPU-
OpexHbIX 3apocisax. OTTyna oH Habmonas, Kak JJJTMHHOHOT Tie-
penpBITUBaJl C BaJyHa Ha BaJyH, B MHOXECTBE pa30pOCaHHBIX
TI0 MEJIKOBOJIBIO, U JI0OpaJics 0 CepeIMHbI PeKH, TIOUTH HE MPO-
MourB Hor. Ho ganee Oojblliie KAMHM KOHYHJIMCh, M 3al40-



HOK, TIO/IHSIB KOTOMKY TIOBBIIIIE, 3aJI€3 B BOY, JIOXOJVBIILIEH eMy
1o mosica. JlyimHHOHOT OBICTPO HOOpascs 10 Apyroro depera u,
OTPSIXHYBIINCh, MAXHYJI PYKOH, JaBasi 3HAK.

Tpycurika B3IOXHY U BbIOEKAT U3 MPUOPEKHBIX 3aPOCIEH.
OH XOTeJ eperTH peKy Tak ke MPOBOPHO U JIOBKO, KaK ero JIpyT,
OJIHAKO Y€ Ha BTOPOM KaMHE ITOCKOJIb3HYJICSI M CBAJIJICA B BO-
1y, cpa3y BBIMOKHYB. [IpuIiiock Bech Opo UATH 1O BOJIE.

3aifyataM He Tepresnoch CKopee NOWTH U, ObICTPO YTOJIUB
KKy W Jake TOJIKOM He OOCOXHYB, OHU CKOpee JBUHYIIWChH
nanpire. CHavana Tpona OblTa IMpPOKas W Bela Mpodb OT Me-
CTa BOJONOS, a OCJIe Pa3BUJIKH, Ha KOTOPOI 3aiiyaTa MOBEPHYIN
BIIPABO, HAuaJIa CCYKaThCs U 3aleTIsiia MO Yallle JIECA B CTOPOHY
BEPXOBbSI PEKHU.

Brpyr u3 rycteix 3apocieil Ha TPOIMHKY HOC K HOCY BBICKO-
YUJI MECTHBIM 3aiYOHOK.

— IIpuBer! — cpa3y okyiMkHYy: ero JJJTMHHOHOT.

— [I-npuBerT, — 3anbIXaBIINIIC HE3HAKOMEIT JaKe PacTepsiics
OT HEOKUJITAHHOCTH.

— Mbl uném k bonbiiomy [dyoy. ..

— Yro Bbl! — 3aMaxas pykamu 3aildoHOK, — Co cropoHbl Peu-
HoM JIoJMHBI crofa UAET 1ie1as IaiKa eHOTOBUIHBIX codak! ITo-
BOpauMBaiTe 0OpaTHoO!

VYV TpyculIku nepexBaTujo JAblXaHUe OT TaKOro M3BECTHUs U
3aX0TeNIOCh TUIaKaTh. B 9TOM Jiecy He JOIKHO ObITh XUIITHUKOB. . .

— MbI He MecTHBIE — He 3HaeM, Kyja Oexarh. ..

— Tonbko k Byprmusoit Peke. Berperumces y Opona! — U 3aii-



YOHOK CKPBUICS B 32POCIISAX TaK ke OBICTPO, KaK M MOSIBUIICS.

VY Tpycumku Bcé noxononeno BHyTpy. 1o onHOM U3 3as4bnX
3aroBe/iell TpY OMACHOCTH CJIeAOBAIO pa3z0erathcsi B pas3Hble
CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI 3aITyTaTh XUITHUKOB, & OH JI0 CMEPTH He JTIOOUI
ocraBarbcs oauH! [JMMHHOHOT eMy 4TO-TO roBopui, HO Tpycwuii-
Ka OT CTpaxa HUYEro He MOr MOHATh. Korna ToBapHil MoaTONK-
HYJI ero, MokasbiBas, Kyjaa O0exarb, TpycHIllka MOHECCS BO BeCh
IyX CKBO3b KYCTHI M 3apociii. KTo 310 TonbKO mpuayma, yxo-
IWThH OT onacHocTy Bpo3b?! Te ke kadaHbl, K IpUMEPY, YJIere-
TBIBAIOT BCE BMECTE. ..

W3penka oH BHIIEBIBAT METIN, YTOOBI 3aITyTaTh CJIE/Ibl, U Oe-
’aj gaiplie. MecTHOCTh OIycKajlach BCE HUKE M HUXKE, a TOJI-
JIECOK CTYIIAJICS, TPO3s1 IPEBPATUTHCS B COBCEM HEMPOXOAUMbIE
3apociu. UtoOsl BBIATH K MecTy Opona, Tpycuiiika crapascs 3a-
Ouparsb JieBee, IOCKOJIbKY Oekall BHUA3 0 TeueHHIo peku. Hako-
Hell OH Bblles K bypnuBon Peke, KOTOpas B 9TOM MeCTe MOJIHO-
CTBIO ONPaB/bIBAJIa CBOE HA3BAHKE.

MruoBenue Tpycuiika pa3gyMeiBajl, B KAKOU XK€ CTOPOHE Ha-
XOIUTCs OpO/I: BHIIIIE WM HUXKE Mo TeueHuo? PaccyauB, uTo pa3
XMITHUKY UYT C BEPXOBbSI, TO BO3BPAIIATHCS OOPATHO OIacHee,
3aYOHOK OO KAl JaNIbIIe BIOJIb PEKH IO TEUSHUIO. 3eMJIsl BCE
Oonbliie 3a001aUuMBAIIACH, TIOCTETIEHHO BCE NEPEBbsl COLUIN Ha
HET, U OCTAJIMCh OJHU 3aPOCIM PAKUTHUKA. A KOIJla KOHYWINUCh
KYCTbI, M OTKPBLICS BUJ] HA OKPY:KaIOIIyI0 MECTHOCTb, TpycuIika
TMOHSUI, YTO OKA3aJICS B JIOBYIIKE.

3nech bypnusas Peka Bnagana B Jpyryio, IIMPOKYIO U MOJIHO-



BOJHYIO peKY, 00pa3ysl IJIMHHBIN U y3KUH s13bIK. VI jopora oTcio-
aa OblIa TONBKO offHa — 00paTHO. CylIOpPOKHO MBITASICH YTO-JIH-
60 cooOpa3uts, Tpycuiiika 3ameTasncs no ocoke. bexars k Opory
WM 3aTalThCS 3]IECh, XOTh OH M HABETPEHHOW CTOPOHE y XHIII-
HUKOB?

PemmuB octatbesi, 3aifUOHOK CIIPATAJICS B KyCTaxX PaKUTHHUKA,
HO CTpax He JaBaJl eMy MOKOsI U BCE Iy0ke MPOHUKAJ B AYIIY.
He BoinepikaB, Tpycuiika KuHyscs 6exkarh 0opatHo BAoab Byp-
mmBou Peku.

YaxJible AepeBlia CHOBa CMEHWJIMCh T'YCTBIM JIECOM, HO OH J1a-
e He TIPeNICTaBIIsI ceOe, CKOMBKO eMy ellé ToOupaThes 10 6po-
na. Tonbko 6wl ycniets! M3 3apocneil emy HaBcTpedy BAPYT Bbl-
CKOUMJI 3anbixaBiuiics JJmuaHonor. Tpycuilika ene HuKoraa He
BUJIEJ CBOETO Jpyra TAKUM HAIlyTaHHbIM.

— To1 mouemy He y 6pona?! — HajcaTHO 3aIernTasl OH.

— A THI? — pactepsHHO TipobopmoTan Tpycuiika, He Hals,
YTO OTBETUTb.

— 4 napBaics mpsimo Ha cobak. OHM OTpe3any MeHsi oT 6poa
¥ TIOTHAJIH CIOA1A.

Tpycuiika 3acTblil OT cTpaxa, HO JITMHHOHOT, He JOXKUAAsICh
oTBeTa, OBICTPO CXBATHJI €0 B OXAaIKy M MOTAIIMJI 32 COO0M 00-
PaTHO K MECTY CIIMSHUSA peK. 3aN4OHOK XOTeN CKa3aTh, 4TO TyJa
HeJIb3s1, HO OT UCITyra He MOT BBIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA.

BHesarHo rie-To c3a1u pazgaics 4ei-To XpUIUIbli royioc:

— 3ailYOHOK IJIe-TO 37eCh, 51 Yyl0 ero 3amnax!

JUIMHHOHOr TOTYac MOBAJIWICA Ha 3eMimo. Tpycuilka,



Mpeske, YeM yIacTh, yCIesl pACCMOTPETh Hall 3apOCisIMU CHITY-
3T COOAKM Ha CTBOJIE CTAPOV TOBAJIEHHOW WBBHI, 3allETIMBIICCS
BETKAMHU 32 CTOSIIIUE PSIJIOM JIEPEBbSI U OCTABIICUCS TaK BUCETb.

B ronoBe mynbcupoBasa TONBKO OAHA MbICHIL — Oexarh! Bor
Tonbko Kyaa?! C TpEx CTOPOH — BOJA, a C YETBEPTOM — XUIIHU-

— S pamén cnenpl eme OJHOro 3aii4oHKa! — ITOCIIBIIAJICA
OTKYJa-TO M3AAJIEKA XPUIUIbIA IoJ0C APYroro XuiHuka. — Mx
3nech aBoe! OKpykail ux, peodsita, U3 TOro Melika OHHU YKe He
BBIOEpyTCS !

Kpyrom o6noxumu! ITpukumasich K 3emiie, 3aidyara Opocu-
JIMCh IPOYb OT XUITHUKOB. [LyTast B rycThIX 3apociisix, OHU Oe-
JKaJM JI0 TeX Top, MOKa He MOBAJMIIUCH 0€3 CHII TIOJT TIOCIIeTHIM
KYCTOM pakWTHUKA. TpycuIlKa Jaxe He mpenosarai, 4Tto yernes
HACTOJIBKO JIAJIEKO YUTH OT OKOHYAHUS SI3bIKA.

— TaMm... Hekyna OexaTb... TaM peKa. .. — TSKENO AbIIa, MPo-
CHIIEJI OH.

— 4 yxe noramajcst U3 pa3roBOpoB COOAK, — YCTAJIO OTBETHII
JlmiHHOHOT. — ECI11 OBI TOJIBKO MBI YMEJIH I1J1aBaTh, Kak OOOPHI. . .

— Yo ke nenatsb?! — esie ciplHO nporentan Tpycuika, Oec-
MIPECTAHHO OIVISIABIBASICH U MPsAAsl YIIaMHU.

Tpeck JoMarIuXxcsi BETOK MOl HOTaMU XUIITHUKOB CTAHOBUJI-
cs1 BCE Onmmke. [IJTMHHOHOT, TIONTPABJIsisi MEINOK, OIJIsIe Oeper.

— [Monpobyem cripsATaThCs TaM, — M OH TIoOe)al K OOJIBITION
rpy/ie MOBAJICHHBIX JIEPEBbEB, BHIOPOIIEHHBIX PEKOW Ha HEOOIb-
II0M MBICOK BO BPEMSI BECEHHETO MOJIOBO/IBSI.



Bonee menkuii Tpycurka ¢ pasdera mnpone3 Mexay OpéBHa-
MU, JIJTMHHOHOT K€ 3aMellKaJics, 3aleNUBUINCh KOTOMKOW 3a
BETKY.

— Bort onu! Jlepxurte ux, peosita!

OT rpoMKOro OKpHKa XHUIITHUKOB, Pa3/IaBIIErocsi COBCeM psi-
noMm, Tpycumika coBceM mnotepsul rojioBy... OH mpogupanics
CKBO3b CyUbsl, BETKH, IEPEBbsI, OCTABJISIS HA HUX KJIOUbs ILIEPCTH.
Co0aku MbITAIUCH MOWMATh €ro B 3TOM OypesioMe, MPOCOBbIBAS
KOTTHUCTbIE PYKH B OCTaBIIMECs IPOCBETHI, HO 3aYOHOK HEUMO-
BEPHBIMU YCHIIMSIMU BBIPBIBAJICS U YBEPTHIBAJICSL.

OT cTpaxa u ycTajlocTH nepej rla3aMu COBCEM MOMYTHIIOCh.
Kortu napananu yare, KiaraHnbe 3y0OB CTAHOBUJIOCH CUJIbHEE,
KpUKHU TipecneioBaresnieid rpomue. Konery Heymonmumo mpuoim-
Kascs.

OnuH U3 TICOB CyMeJ YXBaTUTh €ro 3a HOTY U M3/1aJl TOpxke-
CTBYIOIIMI BOIUIb. TpPyCHIIIKA UCTOIITHO 3aBU3KAN M, CXBATHUB-
IIKCH 32 ONIVIKHUIA CYK, YTO €CTh CUJIBI JIATHYJI APYTOM HOTOM 1O
pyKaM XuInHuKa. EMy ynanochk BEIpBaThCsl, HO OpEBHO, 32 BETBb
KOTOPOT'O OH OTYASsIHHO JIepKaJicsl, BAPYT CABUHYJIOCH, U 3ait40-
HOK [MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO IMOJIETEJ Ky/1a-TO B TapTapapbl BMECTe ¢
OpEBHOM. . .

Cut 6osIThCA yKe HE OCTalloCh, U TPYyCHINIKA Maaa MOUTH C
oOsieryenueM. OH He cpasy MOHSUI, YTO CBAIWJICS B PEKY, MOKa
BOJIa HE HAKpbLIa ero ¢ ronoBoil. OH uyTh He 3axJIeOHYJICS, HO
JepeBo, 3a KOTOPOEe OH HAMEPTBO BILIEMIJICS U HE CMOT Obl OTITY-
CTHUTBD, €CJTN OBl IaKe 3aXO0TeJI, BRIHBIPHYJIO BMECTE C HUM Ha TIO-



BEPXHOCTb.

[mortast Bo3myxa pTOM W Kaluisisi, OH YBUJEN, YTO €ro yxke
YHECJIO TeYeHUEeM Ha TIOPSIIOYHOE PACCTOSIHUE OT Oepera, rie 1o
MIOBAJIEHHBIM JIEPEBbSIM MPBITAIU U 37I00HO opasu codaku. Oriis-
JeBIvch, Tpycuika oOHapy KU psiioM ¢ coOoi ITMHHOHOTa,
JEpKaBIIErocs 3a COCETHIO BETKY.

— ITO THI... XOPOIIIO MPUIYMAI... ¢ OPEBHOM — OT(BIPKHMBA-
SICh, CKa3aJl OH.

«CaMo Tak BBIIILJIO», — XOTEJ CKa3aTh TPyCHIIIKA, HO OTKPbIB
POT, HEeYasTHHO XJIEOHYJT BOJIBI M TOJIBKO 3aKAILISIICS.

W3 cTpeMHUHBI 3aii4aT BMeCTe CO CHACUTEIbHBIM OpEeBHOM
BBIHECJIO Ha Cepe/IMHY PeKH, rae Oosee CIOKOMHOe TeueHHe I0-
BJIeKJIO uX jaajbiie. Codaku HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl Oekaslv 32 HUMU
no Oepery, HO MyTb VM TIPErpajivil IPUTOK, ¥ OHU C KPUKAMH,
KoTopbie TpycHilika He CMOT pa3o0paTh, CKPBUTUCH B PHOPEXK-
HBIX 3apociisix. Kpome ogHoro cioga. ..

— Kyna onun nobexamu? — Tpycuiiika n3o Bcex HaJesyics, 4To
€My TOCIIBIIIANIOCh.

— K 6pony, — orBetmi [limuaHoHOT. — HaBepHoe, BbIIIIE 1O Te-
YEHUIO U C 9TOI CTOPOHBI ecTh Opoa. Hy:kHO npucTath K ileBomy
Oepery!

Ho, moxoxe, cobaku 3Hau, 4TO Jieiain. 3aiuara mpoOoBa-
JIV TPECTH, HO TOJIKY OT 3TOTO He ObLJIO HUKAKOT0, TeUeHUEM UX
MeJJIEHHO, HO BEpPHO CHOCHJIO UMEHHO K mpaBomy Oepery. Ha-
BEpHOE, JIecoB 6e3 XUITHUKOB BOOOIIe He ObiBaeT. M Kak CToIb
OYEBH/THASI MBIC/Ib HE TIPUIILIA UM B TOJIOBY paHbliie!



Peka creneHHO Heclla CBOU BOZAbI BMECTE C IOJHEBOJIBHBIMU
nyTemecTBeHHUKaMu. [IpaBblii Oeper MeaeHHO puOImKaics,
u Tpycuiika, MIBIBIIMA K HEMY CIIUHOM, OECIIOKOMHO MOCMAaT-
pUBaJI Ha3aj, HO co0akK eIe He ObUIO BUIHO. 3aTO HaJl KpOHAMU
JEepPEBbEB MOKA3AJI0Ch HEUYTO OIPOMHOE U YEPHOE.

— Kpenocte YaxacHoro Jluca... — BbLioxHy1 JJnvHHOHOT.

Tpycumka crinotHys. [IpuOpeskHbie MBBI U TOMONMH HAKOHEIT
PacCTyNUJINCh, OTKPBIBasd B30PY BBICOKMH XOJIM, KaMEHWMCTbIN
CKJIOH KOTOPOTO ObLJT MOKPHIT KYCTAPHUKAMHU U YaXJILIMU JIEPEB-
namu. Ha camoii BepivHe BO3BBIIIAIOCH OOMBINOE IEPEBSIHHOE
CTPOEHUE, OKPYKEHHOE BBICOKMM 4acTOKOIOM. bpéBHa co Bpe-
MEHEM MoyepHeny, npuaasas Kpenocru yxacawomui Bui. Tpy-
CHIIKA MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA HAYMHAET JPOKATH.

Teuenwe, criaciiee 3ai9aT OT CBOPHI COOAK, TeNepb HECIIO UX
npsAMO K NoaHOXUI0 xonMma. KoHewyHo, ceiluac TaM HHKaKOro
VikacHoro JIuca HeT, OIHAKO Ha AYyILIE OT ITOrO JIerye He CTaHo-
BWJIOCh. 3ailuaTa CHOBA MOMNBITAIMCh I'PECTH, HO CIIPABUTHCA C
TeYeHUEM UM OBbLIO He TIOJT CHLTY.

BpeBHo craBisioch Bc€ Onke U Onmke K Oepery, Moka He
3aCTpsUIO B 3apOCIISIX NMPUOPEKHOro Kamblia. 3aifuara CphbIr-
HYJIM B BOZY Y MIPUHSUTUCH TOJIKATh OPEBHO, YTOOBI TUIBITh J1aJIb-
me. OTHAKO OHO KPEemnKo 3aleNuIoCch TOPYAIMMU CyYbsIMU 32
WIKCTOE AHO U HE CABUHYJIOCH JJa)Ke HU Ha HOTY.

CryrHyB HECKOJIBKO KpSKB, 3ailyaTa BBIOpaIMCh Ha Oeper,
npsmMo 1o, KpenocTeio v, Kak 0OBIYHO pa3Je/UBIIKICh, YTOOBI
JIydIIIe 3amyTaTth Cliebl, ABUHY/IMCH BAOb Oepera BHU3 IO Teve-



HUO. YeM J1asibliie OHM IIJTH, TEM Kpyde CTAHOBUJICS XOJIM, a Oe-
peroBasi moJioca cyxanach. Bckope, 006a 3aiilY0HKA TOMAJN yxkKe
COBCEM PSIZIOM — HUKTO He PUCKHYJI TPUOIUBUTHCSA K CTPAIITHOMY
CTPOEHUIO JJa)Ke Ha IIiar.

3apocu KaMblillia 1 OCOKY CTAHOBWJIMCH BCE ryie. [lon Hora-
MU HavaJia XJIIoarh BOJa, ¥ Yepe3 MOJICOTHH IaroB 6eper OKOH-
yaTesIbHO MPEBPATWICS B HEMTPOXOAUMYIO TOIb, & CKJIOH 3JI0BE-
IIEro X0JIMa CTaJl IOYTH COBEPIIEHHO OTBECHBIM. Jlaibilie HUKaK
HeJb351 ObLJIO MPOWTH. 3aiiyara MornpoOOBaIU UIITH Yepe3 O0JIo-
TO, HO Ha BTOPOM € mare [JIMHHOHOT 4yTh JIM HE C rOJI0BOM
MIPOBAJIWIICS B TPSICUHY, U TpycHIlIKa eJie BHITAIIUII €ro 0OpaTHO.
BbiMazaBIIMCh B I'psi3u € TOJIOBHI JI0 TISIT, 3aii4arta, TSKEJO AbIIa,
OTIIONI3JIM K Y3KOMY SI3bIKY 3€MJIM Y CTOSIBILIETO CTEHOM XOJIMA.

— Mosker, Hac He HaWOYT 371€Ch? — peIniICs CIpoCuTh Tpy-
CHIIIKA.

— MBI CIIMIIIKOM HACJIEAWIIN, — OKavaJsl Toj10BoU JIJTMHHOHOT .

OrnsaneBumcs, Tpycuilka yBUAes 1B€ OTYETIMBBIE LIETIOYKH
OTIIEYATKOB HOI Ha 00J0TUCTOH mouse. [1o TakuM ciegam HMx
3[1ECh HAIIEN Obl JaKe CJIETION XUIIHUK C HACMOPKOM.

— Hapo uaru, — JINIMHHOHOT TTOAHSIICS.

— Ho kyna?!

— Beepx. ABOCh ycrieeM MPOCKOYMTb.

3aifyara Kak cymacuieAnme modexan mo oepery B oopar-
HOM HarmpasJjieHuu. TpycuIlka eJjie rnocreBas 3a CBOUM JIPYTOM.
OH HecKONbKO pa3 Majaal, rpssb Jie3ia B poT, IJla3a U yIlId, HO
Hekoraa ObUIO Jake OTpSIXHYThCsl. Kak Tonbko Oeper pacimmpii-



csl, 3aiiyaTta BHOBb Pa3olUIMCh. Briepenu mocielaioch TSBKA-
Hbe. TpyculliKa oxonones — He ycnenu!

3aifyarta MoOBEPHYJ/IM TaK, YTOOBI MPOCKOIb3HYTh Mexay Kpe-
MIOCTBIO U IIPEC/IeAOBaTENAIMU. TPYyCHIIIKA COBCEM Y:KE BBIAOXCS U
CUJIbHO OTCTas OoT [InmHHOHOora. ' 1e-To coBcem psiioM pa3aaBa-
JIMCh KPUKU XHMITHUKOB. TpyCHINIKe MPUXOAUIOCH 3a0MpaTh BCE
npaBee U MpaBee, ¥ BCKOPE OH yike U3 MOCIeTHUX CHJT KapaOKa-
cs1 IO XOJIMY BBEpX.

Bech ckJioH ObLT ycesiH KOCTSIMU KUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE BMECTe
C KaMHSAMM OCBINAJIUCH IOJ], HOTaMM, 3aTPYyIHASA BOCXOXKICHHUE.
[Mot rpamom nuiics ¢ 3aitdoHKa. Kocteit ctaHOBIIIOCH BCE OOIb-
111e, ¥ OH 3ar103/1aJ10 MOHSLI, YTO 3TO OCTATKH OT 00e/I0B YKacHO-
ro Jluca u ero bparcrsa. K ropiy nonkarui KoMok, 1 Tpycuii-
Ka CXBAaTWJICS 32 OJMKHUI BaJlyH, HO TOT BIPYT COPBAJICS BHU3
Y BBI3BAJI OIOJI3€Hb. 3aYOHOK MMOKATUJICS BHU3 U, YIAPUBLINCh
O CTBOJI PACKMIUCTOTO KYCTapHUKA, BHE3AITHO MPOBAJIUJICS B Ka-
KYIO-TO sIMY.

[MoTtupas ymmbienHsle 00Ka, OH C TPYIOM MOJHSIICS 1 TTOHSLI,
YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO sMa, a OOIIMpPHAs Telepa, BeayIas Briayob
xonMa. CeTa uepe3 noity3aBajieHHbIN BXOJ TPOHUKAJIO MaJlo, U
3[1ECh LIApWJ1 IOYTH NOJIHBIA MpaK. TpycHIlIKe Aae MOKa3a10Ch,
YTO B IIIyOWHE TYHHEIS, KTO-TO €CTh... A UTO €CITH MOA3EMEIThe
BeA€ET npsmo Kk Kpernoctu?!

OH Heme[JIeHHO BBICKOUMJI Obl BOH, HO CHapyXU MOCIBIIIIA-
JIUCh TOJIOCA XUITHUKOB. TpycHIlIKa 3aTanicsl.

— [loka HauMHaANTE CBEXEBATh 3TOrO, — Pa3JaJICs BECEIBIN IO-



JI0C, — & IPYroro Mbl cefyac Hauaem!

— Hanpém! — yBepeHHO oTBeTMI BTOpOU. — OH HE MOT JJaJIEKO
VUTH. ..

Cobaku noiimasin JITMHHOHOTa M Tenepb MCKaiu ero, Tpy-
cumky! Bexarh MOXHO OBUIO TOJIBKO JlaJibllie B memiepy. Tpy-
CHILIKA CO CTPaXOM BCMOTPEJICS B TEMHOTY — MITH TyJa HE XO-
Tesioch. KTo 3Haer, kakue uymoBUIa MOTYT 3[€Chb BOAUTHCS ?
OT BHE3aITHO BCMBIXHYBIIMX B IIyOUHE MEIIephl I71a3 3aiY0HOK
nipocelt... KpHk 3acTpsii rae-To B ropiie, U Hapyxy BbIIIE JIUIIb
€J1e CJIBILIHBIA CUIL.

Tpycuiika He MOT HY MOIIEBEIUTHCS, HU O YEM-TMO0 TyMarth,
a TOJILKO HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpEI Ha MPUOIMKAIONINECs: B TEMHOTE
rasa...

OH He cpa3y NOHsI, YTO €My YTO-TO TOBOPAT, IOTOMY KaK C
OrPOMHBIM OOJIETYeHHEM HAKOHEIl PACCMOTPEI TOTO, KTO BbLJIE3
U3 ThMbIL. DTO ObLT Bcero juiib &x! OH ycTano CHsUI ¢ Iuieda
KOTOMKY U, MIOJIO)KUB CBOM y3JIOBaThIN MIOCOX Ha 3€MJII0, TIPUCET
PSIBIIIIKOM.

VYV Tpycullku Aaxe BBICTYIWINA Cl€E3bI HAa MIa3zax. OH xoTen
CKa3aTb, YTO CHAPYXKHU €ro MIIYT XUIIHUKH, HO BCETO JIUIIb Oe3-
3BYYHO OTKPHIBAJ M 3aKpPbIBAJ POT. Fk MPUIOKI Iasel K Ty-
6aM, mpu3bIBasg K MONYaHUIO, U TpycuIlKa, TpUCTYIIABIINCH,
MIOHSUI, YTO HABEpXY MPOUCXOJWIO YTO-TO COBCEM HEOXKHIAH-
HOE.

— KT0 no¥ima — Toro u 1o6ber4a! — HaipeIBaIMCh COOAKH, SBHO
C KEM-TO CITOpSI.



— 31ech Mos 3eMJIA! — B OTBET IMOCJIBIIIIAJICA TAKOU MEIBEXKUN
péB, UTO B Tielepe mockmnanack 3emist. — M Bcst JoObiua BO3Jie
Kpenoctu npuHaiexut MHe!

[oxosxe, nosiBuiics cam xo3sH Kpenoctu. Tpycuiika gaxe
He npeanosarai, 4to B Kpenoctu kto-To enie kxuBer. Pazganmce
BOILIY, PEB YCUJIWIICS, Y TIOCBHINIAIUCH 3BYKHU yIapOB — HAYaJIach
JpaKka. 3ali4OHOK CHjIeJl, PUKABIIKCh K CTEHE MEeLEPbl, U MO-
DJIs1/IBIBAJT Ha €KUKA, CUJEBIIETO psAAOM. XOTsl XUIIHUKYA OWJIKChH
COBCEM Ps1JIOM, MbICJIb, YTO OH HE OJJMH B TEMHOTE I'pOTa, JaBajia
OIIYIIEHUE HEKOTOPOTO CIIOKOUCTBUSI.

«MHTEepecHo, — MOAYMasoCh BHE3AMHO 3allYOHKY, — a YTO B
9TOM yKACHOU Melepe aenaeT €x?»

BouHCcTBEeHHbIE KPUKU cOOAK CHApyXu OBICTPO Tepenuid B
KaJIOOHOE CKyJIeHWe, Y, HAKOHEII, BOBCE CTUXJIM. TpycHIlKa rie-
pemIsiHyJICS ¢ €XOM. B ToM, KTO BHIIIeN nodeauTeseM B o0o-
UIlle, COMHEHUI Y HETO HE BO3HMKJIO, OIHAKO CTaJIO CTPAILHO,
4TO X0351MH Kpernoctu HaYHET UCKaTh BTOPOT'o 3aiYOHKA, TO €CTh
ero.

Crapasicb He ITyMETb, 3aUOHOK U €X YYyTKO MPUCTYIIMBA-
JIUCh KO BCEMY, UTO ITPOMCXOAMNIIO HaBepXy. MesiBeib HEKOTOpOe
BpeMs1 XOAW, Tskeso crynas u KpsaxTsa. Ho u nocne toro, kak
BCE CTUXJIO, OHU eIIIE IOJITO CUJIEITU, O0SICh TaKe TIOIEBETUThCS.
Mengeapb BIIOJHE MOT YCTPOUTH 3aCaay Y BHIXOJA.

Tpycuika XoTes CIpOCUTb, YTO OHU Tenepb OyIyT AeaaTh, HO
13-3a TOrO, YTO COBCEM MEPECOXJIO BO PTY, TOJIBKO 3aKAILISIICS.
E yuacT/iMBO okayas rolioBoii ¥ I0CTal U3 KOTOMKH Oy ThLIOU-



HYIO THIKBY. Boma! 3ailuoHOK BITAIIHI TPOOKY M 5KaTHO TTPUTIAIT
K TOPJIOBVHE BBIJIOJIONIEHHOU THIKBHI.

ToJIBKO BBIMIMB OOJIbIIIE MTOJIOBUHBI, OH OTIOMHUJICSI 1 BUHOBA-
TO BEPHYJI cocyq exy. ToT caenan napy III0TKOB M CHOBA IPOTS-
HYJT THIKBY.

— JloruBaii, JIMIIHSAS TSKECTh HAM ceidyac OyJeT TOIbKO Me-
1Iath.

Ek, 3aXBaTHB TOJIBKO MOCOX, IPOKPAJICA K BHIXOAY U3 Melephbl
¥ OCTOPOXKHO BBIOpaJiCsl HapyxKy. TpycHIIIKa B CTpaxe OCTaJics
€ro k/1aTe. B TEMHOTE ¥ OIMHOYECTBE HaYaJla HAKAThIBATh BOJIHA
yKaca, 1, Ka3aJjioch, TPOIUIA 1ie1asi BEYHOCTb. . .

Korna B nojzemesnbe YTO-TO BHE3AMHO MPOCYHYJIOCH, 3ai140-
HOK OT CTpaxa efBa He Opocuyics HAyTEK, HO BOBPEMsI Pasriis-
JIEJT, 4TO 3TO EX.

— Xecrokas Obl1a Ipaka, — ckazai oH, cmyckasch. — Cobakw,
a cyjs 1o criefiaM, 3To ObUTA COOAKH, TIOCTYIUIA OTIPOMETUYUBO,
HayaB CIIOPUTH ¢ X035 IMHOM Kpenoctu. Yuenen TonbKo ToT, KTO
BOBpEMS JIOTaAAJICA YHECTH HOTH. . .

— Tam noru6 moii aApyr, 3aii4OHOK JJTMHHOHOT . . .

— Bo3mokHO, OH ycrien y0exarb, — IOMOJIYaB, He OUYeHb yBe-
PEHHO CKa3as &X, — OKa COOAKH JPAJIUCh C MEJIBENIEM. . .

3allYOHOK XOTeN CKa3arb, 4T0 [JIMHHOHOra MOMMAaJIA ropas-
JI0 paHbllle, YeM TMOSIBUJICS ME/IBE/lb, HO HE CMOT, a TOJIbKO 3a-
11akajl. Tenepps OH OCTaJICsl COBCEM OJIMH B UyKOM U CTPAIIHOM
VixacHonecoe, Aa eme Bosie camon YépHoi Kpernocrtu. ..

[ moTHYB BOABI U3 MPOTSAHYTOM E€XKMKOM THIKBBI, TpycHILKa



CHPOCHUJT:

— A B Kpenoctu passe BCE emE KTO-TO )KUBET?

— Tocne Toro, kak BparcTBo pa3zdexanock, 3/ech OCTaICs
KUTb MenBeab ToscTyH. Tl He u3 3Toro neca?

Tpycuiiika, BCXJIMITHYB, KUBHYJL.

— 51 Toxe TONBKO Buepa MpHuObLT B 9TOT Jiec. MeHs 30ByT Ko-
moyas ['onosa.

— A mens — Tpycuiiika.

Ex GepexHO yOpas MycTylo THIKBY B KOTOMKY M 3aKHHYJI €8
Ha IUIEYO.

— Wném, Tpycuixka.

BrixoauTh ObLIO CTPAIITHO, HO OCTABATHCS 3/1ECh OAHOMY ObLIIO
emé crpamiHee. Fxk nepBeIM BBIIIEN U3 Memephl. 3a HUM, CTapa-
SICh HE OTCTABaTh JAXe Ha IIar, Mocremmns 3an4oHoK. CHapyxu
B HO3JIpM Cpa3y Ke yaapyJjl TAaKOUW CHJIbHBIM 3aax CBEXEeH KPOBU,
yTo y TpycuIKH 3aKpy:Kuiach rojaoBa, U €ro BeIPBaJIO.

OH 4yTb He ynaJl, HO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €KUK CXBATHJI €TO
IIOZl PYKM M TOBEJ NOAAJbIIE OT MecTa Jpaku. Yepes aecATok
111aroB B T'0OJIOBE HAKOHEI] MPOSICHUIIOCh, U Tpycuiika cMor uatu
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO.

OHM OCTOPOXHO CITYCTUJIMCh K PEKE M HallPaBUJIUCh, CKPbI-
BasCh B MPUOPEKHBIX 3aPOCIIAX, BBEPX 110 TedeHuio. Ex rmaran
CTEINIEHHO UM MOCTOSIHHO T'OJIOBOM IO CTOPOHAM HE KPYTWJI, Kak
3asi1. CHavyana Tpycuiika aepkaicsi Kak MOKHO OJMKe K CBO-
€My CIYTHHKY, JaXxe mapy pa3 yKoJsosics o0 ero Komodku. Ko-
raa Kpenocrs ckpbulach 3a JEpEBbsIMU, Yy 3aMYOHKA OTIETNIO OT



cepina.



I'maBa 3. Xo3sauH

Bapcyk nogHsiics, no 0ObIKHOBEHUIO, O4eHb paHo. [IprBBIYHO
NOIIAPYB B KPOMEUIHOM ThbME MOA3EMENbS, OH BBICEK KPEMHEM
VCKPY M 3QXKET IUIOLIKY C pPacTOIUIEHHBIM kupoM. CBeT o3apui
MaJIeHbKYI0 KaMOPKY 0apcyKa, BBIPHITYI0O HA OJHOM U3 CaMbIX
HWKHUX YPOBHEW MHOT'OSIPDYCHOM HOpBI. JIeskaHKON eMy CITyKH-
JIa HUIIIA B CTeHe, yOpaHHasi CyXOU TpaBOU 1 00JIe3I0M 3asubeit
IIKYPOH, a CTOJIOM — HACBIIb U3 INIMHUCTOW TIOYBBI PAIOM.

Bapcyk noamnosican cBOIO XONIIOBYIO TYHUKY BEpPEBKOM U Ha-
LMW Ha I1e40 TOpOy, BHUCEBIIYIO Ha CTEHE Yy CToJsa, 3aTeM,
BCTaB Ha LIBIIIOYKH, OH CHSUJI C HATSIHYTHIX IO, TOTOJIKOM BEPEBOK
CBOW 3aBTPaK: BBICYIIEHHOTO XyKa U 0OpyOOK KopeHbs. Kope-
IIOK OH OYMCTHII OT JKECTKOM KOXKYPBI, a Y ’KYKa BbIIPaT HAJKPbI-
7bs1. CHavyasta 0apcyK akKypaTHO yOpast 00pa30BaBIIMICS MycOp
B KOTOMKY M TOJIbKO MOCJIE, YCEBILIUCh, IPUCTYIIWII K Tparese.
OH ¢ yIOBOJIbCTBUEM YMSLIT X PYCTSIILEE HACEKOMOE C COYHBIM KO-
PELIKOM U 3aIuJjI BOIOW U3 YalllKU Ha CTOJIe.

[TonpaBus TOpOy U B35IB B PYKM ILUIOLIKY, OapCyK BBIIIEN U3
KaMOPKH M THIATeIbHO MPUKPBLT 32 cOOO0M IBepb. B mpocropHoe
N0/I3€MeJIbe C BBICOKMM CBOJIOM, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3aJICsl, BBIXO-
WM €IlE NATh TyHHeseu. IlepBelii poxoa, camblil IIUPOKUH,
BEJI HAJIEBO BBEPX, K KWJIBIM HOpPaM U INIaBHOMY Bbixony. Cre-
OYIOLIMIA MTPOXOA BEN NPAMO, K KJIagoBbIM. TpeTuil mpoxon BEN
HarpaBo BHU3, HA CaMblil HUKHUI yPOBEHb — K CTOUHBIM TYHHE-



7M. YeTBEPTHIN, caMblid Y3KHIA, BET HAMTPABO U ObLIT €I1IE BHIPHIT
He 10 KoHIa. [1aTelid BEN Ha3ad, K OQHOMY M3 YEPHBIX XOIOB.

Ocgemmas cede gopory, 6apCcyk HETOPOILIMBO HAIPABUJICS BO
BTOpPOW TyHHEJb. THUIIMHY MOA3EMENbsl HAPYIIAIN TOJBKO €ro
1Iarv Aa noTpecKkuBaHue ropsiuero xupa. Knagossle, rae xpa-
HSTCS 3aIachl, — cepille JIOO0ro KUIrIa, U 0apcyk 0COOEHHO
JIOOMJI 3TO MecTO. B34B U3 crielMaibHOM HUILK B CTEHE ILJIETE-
HYIO KOP3UHY ISl ChECTHBIX IPUNIACOB, OH JIBUHYJICS JajIblIe.

[Tnsmynmid oT XoAbObl OrOHEK B TUIOIIKE O3apUJl MEPBYIO
CKJIQJICKYIO ABEPb. 3a HEM HAXOAWJIOCh XPaHWIMLIE JJI 3aCy-
IIEHHBIX TPaB, 3epHa, opexoB u rpudos. Ceiuac, nmpaeaa, B ca-
MOM HayaJle JIeTa, OHO IIOYTH ITyCTOBAJI0. 32 BTOPOW JBEPBIO XPa-
HWIKCh BCSIKME KOPEHbsI, KIIYOHU U CcymIeéHble KyKu. OOIM3HYB-
IIKCh, OAPCYK MPOIIE TAJIbIIIEe U OCTAHOBUIICS TOJIBKO Y TPEThe-
IO CKJIaja.

OTKpBIB 1BE€pb, OH CTYIWJI BHYTPb. B HO3/1pM cpa3y *ke yna-
pPWJI KPEeNKui 3amax, a IJIOHIKAa OCBETUIIA pa3BelllaHHble Ha Je-
PEBSIHHBIX KPIOUbSIX KYCKM KOIMUEHOTo U BsiieHOro Mmsica. [lepe-
rnesna, ryxapH, 3ai4aTiHa, OJIEHMHA — BCErO U He MEPEUUCIIUTD.
Oo6oiias oTpe3 KOPOTKOro OpeBHa C BHIEMKOM ISl pyOKH Msica B
cepemHe KOMHATBI, 0apCyK HETOPOIUIMBO MPOIIETICS BIOb CTEH
¥ BBIOpAJT KOITYEHOTO JIPO3/1a, KOTOPOTO TOJIOKUI B KOP3HHY.

Biiiist v 3aKpbIB 32 COOOM JIBEPb, OAPCYK OOJIErYEHHO BIIOX-
HYJI IPUSITHBIN 3anax noazemenbs. OH He e Msica U HeI0Mo0-
JIMBAJI €r0 TSKENBIA apoMar. YTayOnsTbes ITyOke B CKIaCKOU
TYHHEJIb OApCYK He Mperosiarai: OH yKe B35UT TO, 32 YeM Mpu-



€. OgHaKo ero BHUMaHUE BAPYT IPUBJIEKJIO KAKOE-TO CBETIIOE
MATHO HA MOy MOA3eMelibs. bapcyk Bcerna cam Client 3a 4u-
CTOTOU B HOPE, U HUKAKOTO Mycopa 371eCh ObITh HE MOTJIO.

Bapcyk 1iarnyin B Ty CTOpOHY U HAKJIOHWJICSI, YTOOBI pACCMOT-
peth nmodmmke. Haxoka okazanach KJIOKOM CBETJIO-CEpOU IIep-
cti. Ybei-To MOCTOPOHHEN IepcTh. bapcyk Haxmypuiics: Xo-
35IMHY 9TO He NMoHpaBUTCs. OH B3sJ1 KJIOK B PYKY M MPUHIOXAJI-
cs. Hukakoro uy»xoro 3amnaxa, 4to BecbMa crpaHHo. Ho mepctb
OMpelesIEHHO HU ero U He XO35IMHA.

O3aaueHHbI 6apcyK yOpaa TAMHCTBEHHYIO HAXOAKY B TOP-
Oy U, MOJIHSIB CBETUJIbHUK TOBBIIIIE, IBUHYJICS B ITyOb KJIAJI0BO-
ro TyHHess. OT 4eTBEPTOM JBEPU TSAHYJIO XOJIOIOM — 3a HEW, B
KOMHaTe, MOJHOM CHera, XpaHWJIOCh CBekKee MsICO. XO35IMH JIO-
BWJI TOJILKO OTMEHHYI0 100buy. [IpaBia, B mocieqHuii pa3 oH
MIPUTAIIUI 324eM-TO cTaporo pssdunka. Cam OH BpsiJl JIM CTaHET
€CTh TaKoe KECTKOoe MsACO. Bripouem, X0341HY BUIHEE.

Bapcyk nporén MUMo 1 OKa3ajics B CaMOM KOHLIE ITPOXOAa,
IJIe CBET yIaJj Ha MATYIO ABepb. TaMm pacrosarajcs cambiid 00JTb-
II0M OTHOPOK B 9TOM TyHHeJIe: OapCyK cam BBIPBLI €ro ellE Bec-
HOU 110 Hakazy Xo3auHa. Ho ¢ Tex nop Xo35iuH CTporo-HacTporo
3aIpeTl eMy JIaxke MOAXOIUTh K 9TOH ABepH, 1 OAPCYK He 3HA,
YTO TaM BHYTpPH.

Bapcyk nocrosn HeMHoro, npuciymmsasick. OH Bcerga Tak
JeJiall, Korja eMy JOBOIMJIOCh JOXOAUTS ciofia. [lopoit eMy ciibl-
IAJIUCh 32 3alPETHOM JIBEPBIO IIIOPOXH, a O/IUH pa3 JAaxe TUXUe
cronbl. Kak Oynro Tam ObUT KTO-TO KUBOM... TaM MOIJIo OBITh



BCE, YTO YTOIHO, HO TOJIBKO HE KJIA/I0Basl.

B atot pa3 Bc€ 6put0 THX0. OIHAKO OIIYIIEHUE HETTOHSATHO-
ro OECIOKOWCTBA He MOKU o Oapcyka. [ToronTaBimmck, OH yxe
coOupasicsi yXOAUTh, KaK BAPYT C YKACOM 3aMETWJI, YTO TauH-
CTBEHHas IBEPb UyTh MPUOTKPBITa. OH OOSIICS HE CTOIBKO TOTO,
4TO OBLJIO 32 JIBEPHIO, CKOJIbKO Haka3aHus. Bemp X03s1MH MOT 110-
AyMarth, YTO 3TO OH OTKPBUI ABEPb, K KOTOPOI 3alpeleHo Jake
MpUKacaThCsi !

Bapcyk, NMOTSHYBIIUCH, TOJKHYJ JBEPh KOP3UHOM, KOTOPYIO
JepiKaJl B pyKax, M OTCTynu1 Hazaj. B3JoxHyB, OH pe3ko pa3Bep-
HYJICS U, 9yTh OBUIO HE TIOTACHB CBETHJIbHUK, 3aIaraj 0OpaTHO
10 CKJIQICKOMY TYHHE0. B rosoBy j1e31u Besikue MbICIH 00 OT-
KPBITON BEPU M KJIOUKE IIEPCTH, HO OAPCYK YIPSIMO THAT UX
pOYb. DIaK MOKHO U 3aBTPAK MOAATH C OMO3/1aHUEM !

BriOpaBimch U3 XpaHuiuing, 6apcyk CBEpHYI B IPOXO[1, BE/l-
U HaBepX, U TOJIBKO 371eCh, MOTHUMASICh MO CTYIIEHSIM U3 KaM-
Held, cyMen ypeauTs 1miar. [TogHsIBIIUCh 1O JIECTHULIE, OH OTKPBLT
JBEPh U OKA3aJICs B IIMPOKOM U BBICOKOM IJIABHOM TYHHEJE C
BBIPOBHEHHBIMU CTEHAMH, JIEPEBSIHHBIMU TOANOPKAMU W BHIMO-
IIEHHbIM KaMHSIMU TIOJIOM. 3JIeCh PACMOJIarajiuch C JIEBOM CTO-
POHBI KyXHSI U APOBHUK, a C MPABOMl — FOCTUHAS U XO3sICKas
CraJbHSI.

Bapcyk cpazy ke HarpaBWJICS Ha KyXHIO, KOTOpasi IIpe/ICTaB-
Jis1a coOoi OOBITION KBaJAPATHBIA OTHOPOK, YCTPOEHHBIH C Ta-
KMM yI0OCTBOM, KaKOTO eli¢ He JOBOAUIOCh BUIETh y KOTO Obl
1O HU ObUTO. [I0YTH BCE HOBOBBENIEHM S PUIYMAJI CaM XO35IMH —



Y& yMa-TO €My He 3aHMMaTb.

B cTeHHBIX HMIIAX, CITY)KMBIIMX MOJKaMM, BHICTPOEHA BCsUe-
CKas mocyzia u3 000X KEHHON MMHBL. Ha epeBSHHBIX KPIOYbsX
BUCEJIM CYLUEHBIE TPABBl U CIIELMU 11 TOTOBKU. Bhoss npaBoi
CTEHBI JIe)KaJla Ha HACBINM OOoJbIIast 1yOOBask KOJMIOAA C BBIEMKOM
C BEPXHEU CTOPOHBI ISl PE3KU U PA3JENIKH.

B cTeHe, npoTUBOIOI0XHON ABEPH, ObLT BBUIOKEH U3 KaMHE!
OOJIBLIION OYar co CrelyaJIbHbIM MECTOM IS OOJIBIIOrO IIIMHS-
HOIo KOT/Ia. [ J1TaBHOE JOCTOMHCTBO Oyara COCTOSJI0 B TOM, YTO
CTIETIMAIIBHO /17151 IbIMa OBLT MTPOPHIT BBEPX Y3KUI TOHHEIb — JIbI-
Moxof. CHapyXu OH ObUT JOCTpOEH TPyOOi M3 KaMHeH, YTOObI
€ro He 3aChINaJjo I'PsA3bIO U CHErOM. B Hule psAgoM ¢ oyarom pac-
noJiarajgach HeOOJbIIasl CTONKA JPOB. Y JIEBOW CTEHBI JIEXKaJO
em€ ofiHa KOJIOAA, CITYKUBIIAs CTOJIOM, M CTOsIa OOYKa C BOIOH,
BBIJIOJIONIEHHAsI U3 TIEJIbHOTO KycKa JiepeBa.

B3sB Tapesiky u yaIiky ¢ BoAoi, Oapcyk 100aBuI BCE 3TO B
KOP3MHY U OTIPaBWJICS B rOCTUHYI0. KOrtu Ha Horax HenpusTHO
CKpeOim 1o KaMHsIM. bapcyk He o0 BIMOITIEHHBIE TIOJTBI, Ofl-
Hako XO35IMH MPEAIOYNTa]I UMEHHO Takue. OCTOPOKHO OTKPhIB
JBEpb, 0apCyK TUXO, MOYTH KPaJy4dHCh, CTYIUI B IIPOCTOPHYIO
KOMHaTy. Bo3M0OkHO, X035MH €IlIE HE yCIEeN BEPHYThCA C HOU-
HOW OXOTBI, HO IIYMETh BCE PaBHO HE CTOMJIO.

CteHbl TOCTUHOW OBbLTM CIUIONIb 3aJpalMpPOBAHbl CAMBIMU
KPacuBBIMU IIKypaMH MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX )KUBOTHBIX — JOOBIYEH
Xo3arHa. B 11leHTpe KOMHAThl BO3BBIIAJICS CTOJ U3 MOJOBUHBI
OpeBHa Ha IBYX BAIyHaX, PAJOM PaCIioaranach MOKPHITAs IKY-



POM U30THYTasl KOpsira, CIyKMBIIAsk KPECIOM.

bapcyk nocrasui Ha CTO TapesKy C KOIMYEHBIM IPO3JI0M, Ya-
Iy C BOJIOM, 3aT€M 3aXEr OT OrOHbKA CBOEW IUIOLIKM JIBE KU-
POBbIE CBEYM B IJIMHSIHBIX TMOJCBEYHUKAX, CTOSIBIIMX HA CTO-
ne. KputruuHo orisiieB pe3ysibTarbl CBOMX TPYJOB U OCTABIIHUCH
BIIOJIHE JJOBOJIBHBIM, OH MOTYIIIWJI CBOM CBETUJIbHUK U IIOBEPHYJI-
s K IBEpU, BEyIIEN U3 TOCTUHOM B CHAJIbHIO.

— Kymarb nogano, Xo3siMH, — HErPOMKO OOBSIBIJI OH W TIPH-
CITyIIIAJICSL.

N3 cocenHerd KOMHATBI OCTBIIIAJICS OPOX: 3HAYUT, XO034-
¥MH Ha mecre. bapcyk poxpjancs, Koraa OTKpOETCsl IBepb U3
CHaJIbHU, Y TOMPUBETCTBOBAJ C TTIOKJIOHOM CBOETO €TMHCTBEHHO-
ro Jipyra:

— o6poe yTpo, X0o3sMH.

— IIpuser, [loaTtupa, — ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETWJI TOT, HETO-
POILTMBO BXOJIsl B TOCTUHYIO.

XO0351H, JIMC OTHEHHO-PBIKET0 OKpaca, B HOBOM MSATHUCTOM
TIJIAIIE Y XOJIIIOBOM TYHHKE C KOKAHBIM MOSICOM, HE MOT HE BbI-
3bIBaTh BOCXUIIIEHUS KaK CBOEM BHEITHOCTBIO, TaK 1 TaJaHTaMHM.
CnaBa 00 ero yme M XUTPOCTH XOAUJIA IO BCEMY Jiecy, HaBOMS
y’Kac Ha BCIO MEJIKYIO KUBHOCTb. Ofiek/1y €My TOJIBKO Ha JAHSIX
cripaBwJI OAPCyK U3 MIKYP OJIEHAT — MOCIIEAHEN KPYITHOU OObI-
YM, KOTOPOH JIUC OYEHb ropauiicsl. bapcyky enié He J0BOIUIOCh
CJIBIITIATh, YTO KaKOW-HUOYAb Jpyrout ymc (kpome YepHOOypa,
pa3yMeeTcsi) CMOT IoMMarth ojieHs1. bapcyk oueHb ropausicst CBo-
YM JPYTOM.



XWUINMHUK yceJicsl B KPeco, U 0apCyK CIIPOCHIT:

— Kakue OynyT ykazanus Ha ceromHsi, Xo3s1H?

JIuc mobun, korga ero HaspiBaju XO3IMHOM, U OAPCYK CTa-
pajicsi Kak MOKHO yailie 00paIiaTbcst K CBOEMY JIpyry TakuM 00-
paszoM, 4ToOBl TOMY OBLIO TTPUSITHO. JIUC TocTal n3-3a nosica Ko-
CTSIHOM HOX U, JIOBKO OpYysl UM, IIPUHSLICSL pa3JebiBaTh KOII-
YEHOro Apo3aa. bapcyk TepriennBo xaall.

— CeroaHsg HAKOHEI-TO HOKEH roaouTtu bemnplii. — Xo3auH
B3sUI B PYKU NITHYBI0 HOXKKY ¥ BOH3UJ B He€ 3yObl. C BUAUMBIM
HACJIAXKIEHUEM Pa3:KeBaB KyCOK, OH MPOAOJIKWI. — B HOpy ero
HU B KOEM cJly4yae He MycKarh! DTOT cTapbiil Opossira cpasy xe
HaTaCKaeT Cloia I'PsA3U U OIYCTOLIUT BCe KJ1aoBble. KoHeuHO xe,
OH OyZIeT BOBCIO TMOIPOIIAHHAYATh, HO, YTO Obl OH HU TPOCHUII,
BBIHOCU €MY TOJIKO KYBIIUH C BOJIOU.

Bcé€ 310 6apcyk M Tak npekpacHo 3Hajl. Bonk yxke npuxonui
10 ITPOChOE JIMCA OCEHbIO, YTOOBI CKOJIOTUTD U TIOCTABUThH Kper-
KYI0 BXOJHYIO JJBEPb.

— Slcro, Xo3sauH. YTO rOTOBUTH ceroaHs Ha ooen?

Jluc, ¢ HAOUTHIM PTOM, SPOCTHO MTOMOTAJT TOJIOBOM.

— Huxkakoro obena! — pazxeBaB MsCO, MOsicHUI OH. — HyxHO
CO3/1aTh BIIEYATJIEHUE, YTO Y HAC TYroBaTo C €H0M.

— Xoporio, X035IMH, — KUBHYJI C TIOHUMAIOIIUM BUJIOM Oap-
CYK.

BoJik, y4ysiB checTHOE, HaBepHSIKa HAIPOCUTCS Ha 00eI.

— Hymaio, ¢ pabOTOM OH YIIPaBATCS THS 3 1BA, — MPOIOJIKIIT
JIUC, MAXHYB KOITYEHBIM KPBUIBILLIKOM B Bo3ayxe. — Tol, IloaTu-



pa, Mpopoelib MPOXo 10 KOHIIA TOJBKO mocie ero yxoaa. He
panbiie!

— Xopo1o, X0341H.

JIuc 3akuHYN B pOT KOCTOUKY U C XPYCTOM Pas3rpbi3 €.

— VY MeHs TyT nosiBIJIach OfHA 3aJyMKa. UToObI mo3BaTh TeO,
IPUXOAMUTCS OPaTh Ha BCIO HOPY, U MHE 9TO HE OYEHb HPABUTCHI.

— Ha, Xo3suH. — bapcyk OTIMYHO 3HaJI, Ii€ HY)KHO MOIAKH-
BaTh.

— OT rocTMHOM K TBOEW KOMHATE HYKHO MPOTSHYTb BEPEBKY
U OpUBS3aTh K €€ KOHIYy KOJOTYHIKy. CTOUT MHE MOTSHYTh 32
KOHell BepEBKU, KaK TMOJAHUMETCS IIIyM, U Thl TIOUMEIIIb, YTO
TeOs 30BY.

Bapcyk mopasuiicsi, HAaCKOJIBKO MPOCTOM U 3aMevaresibHbII
MEXaHU3M IpUIyMal JIUC.

— OrmnyHas uaest, Xo3siMH! — UICKpeHHE BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— Ilonymaid, kKak Jjyuiie npoTsSHYTh BEPEBKY MEkAy KOMHa-
TaMU, — JINC JOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICS W, 3aKaHUMBasl 3aBTPakK, 00-
JM3HYN Najbibl. — Kak 3aBeprmib paboThl Hafl 3arOHOM, BO3b-
MENIBbCA 32 CUTHAJIBHYIO BEPEBKY.

— Xopoito, Xo3s1uH! — oTBeTH1 6apCyK, a caM B yMe yiKe I1j1a-
HUPOBAJI, KaK ObICTpee 1 yI0OHee BBITIOIHUTH HOBOE 33JJaHUE.

JIvc nogHsCA U3-3a cTONA U NOTSHYJICS.

— 41 Oyny BHU3Y, — CKa3aJl OH U, 3aXBaTUB OJIMH U3 MOJCBEY-
HUKOB, BBIILIEJ U3 TOCTUHOM.

DTO 03HAYasIo, 4TO XO3AUH HAMPABJIICA B Ty CAMYIO TauH-
CTBEHHYIO KOMHATY BO3JI€ KJIAAOBBLIX. bapcyk 3axe€r cBoo IIoLI-



Ky C )KMPOM U MOTYLIMJI OcTaBIIylocs cBeuy. CII0KUB IPA3HYIO
TIOCYAY CO CTOJIa B KOP3UHY, OOTJIONaHHBIE KOCTOUYKH — B TOPOY,
OH 3aTeM MpOoIIEN B cniajibHI0. CrajbHsl XUIIHUKA, 3a4panupo-
BaHHasl IIKypaMH1 TaK ke, Kak ¥ TOCTHHAs1, ObLiIa BIIBOE MEHbIIIE U
ropaso yiotHee. CBETHJIbHIK OCBETUJI y OHOM CTEHBI OOILIHp-
HYIO JIe)KaHKY, KPBITYI0 Pa3HOOOPa3HBIMU IIKYpaMH, a y ApY-
roii — HeOOJIBIIION OYar, KOTOPBI OApCyK pacTaruiMBas 3UMOH B
CUJIbHBIE MOPO3BI.

Bapcyk 3a0pan ¢ OpeBHa, CITYKHUBIIETO CTOIMKOM, YAIlKy C
BOJIOM M OTHpaBWICA Ha KyxHI0. [lo ycrosBiencs npuBbluKe
€My IPEACTOSIIO NMEPEMBITh TOCYY M MOAMECTH HOPY... X034-
VIH, BHE3AITHO BBICKOUMBIINI U3 TYHHEJIS, BEyIIEro Ha HUKHUI
yPOBEeHb, U3PSAHO HAMyras 6apcyka.

— To1 uTo-HUOYAL BUAEN 3TUM yTpoMm, [lonTupa? — ¢ Xomy Ha-
OpocCuIICSl Ha HETO JIUC.

— Her, Xo3suH. — bapcyk jaxe He NMOHSUI, O YEM peYb, U CTO-
UL, IPUXKAB K TPYJIU KOP3UHY.

— IlocBeTn MHe, — IpUKa3aj JIMC U CyHYJ1 eMy B PyKH IOJI-
CBEUYHUK.

Bapcyk, 6pocHB IUIONIKY, KOTOPYIO elie ycread MOTYIIUTb, U
KOP3UHY MPSIMO HA TMOJI HOPbI, MOCHEIINI BCIe 32 X035 IMHOM.
3ano3aso mpuIiia MeICIb 00 OTKPBITOH 3arpeTHO# 1Bepu. Jluc
CITyCTWJICS HA YPOBEHb HMKE M Hayall M/b 3a MsAIbI0 OCMATPU-
BaTh IIEHTPaJIbHOE Mo3eMellbe, Kak OyATo 4To-To uina. bapcyk,
11arasi psiioM C ropsiiieil CBeuou B OIHOM pyKe, HallynaJl Jpyrou
B CBOEH TOpOe 3/I0MOMyYHbIN KJIOK Iepct. HaBepHoe, cromno



pacckaszarh X035IMHY PO YTPEHHIOK HAXOMKY. ..

— MoeT, Tl 4TO-HHOY/Ib CIIBIIIAI TON HOUBIO?

— Her, Xo3aun. Houbio ObUTO BCE THXO.

JIuc IBHO OueHb 31MIICs, XOTS U CTapaJiCsl He MoJaBaTh BUAY.
Ho 6apcyk cauiikoM XopoIo 3Han X03sIMHa.

OO0oiist moa3emMebe TpU pasa, JIFC HAKOHEI] AIBUHYJICS B TYH-
HeJIb, BEAYIIMI HA CaMblil HUDKHUM YPOBEHb. B 3TOM y3KOM Ipo-
XOJIe TPUXOJUIIOCH UATHU TYCbKOM, U 0apCyK, CTapasich OCBETUTD
nopory Xo3siMHy, apy pa3 u4yTh He MOANAIUII €ro IJIAlLl.

Bckope mocipianock TuXoe kKyp4yaHue BOAbL, U CTEHbI pa3-
JaJIMCh B CTOPOHBI, 00pa3ysi HEOOJBIIION TPOT HIKHETO YPOBHSI.
[lo kaMeHHOMY JI0KY MPOTEKaJl MOA3EMHBIM pyueil. B BepxHen
JacTu k€Enoda, B OOJIBIION Yalle, COOMpaoch HeOOBIIIOE 03ep-
1O ISl IUTHEBOU BOJIBI, & HUXKHSISI YACTh UCIIOIB30BATIOCh KaK
OTXO0XEE MECTO.

ST1OoT NMpoxof 6apCcyK BHIPHLT COBCEM HEJABHO MO HACTOSHUIO
JMca, KOTOPBIA XOTeN, YTOObl B HOpe Bceraa Oblia CBekasi BO-
na. YmoOHO, KOHEYHO, HabUpaTh BOMY, HE BBIXO/ISI U3 HOPBI, HO
0apcCyK, OrJIsAbIBasI CHIPOE MOA3EMEINBE C HU3KUM CBOJIOM, JIUIIIh
HeooO0puTeIbHO NIOKavas royioBoil. Ctapast 6apcyybsi HOrOBOP-
Ka IJ1acuiia: Boja B Hope Bcerna k Oene. Boma — mepBblil Bpar
[TOI3E€MHBIX OOMTAJIHILI.

Bapcyk, HaxMypHBIIIKCh, 0OOPBaJI KPaMOJIbHbIE MBICTH PO
CBOEro Apyra. X0o3siMH OYeHb XUTEP U YMEH, U BCE, UTO OH IPU-
JIyMBIBaJI, ObLIIO Oe3yrpeuHo. Ecim gaxe 10 Hero HUKTO M HUKO-
14 9TOro He JeJIal.



Jluc obormén nopzemenbe, CTaparesibHO MPUHIOXUBASIC.

— To1 yro-HUOYAD vyers, [ToxTrpa?

Bapcyk, nmpekpacHO 3Hasi, YTO TAraTbCsA C TAKUM OTJIMYHBIM
CJIEZIONIBITOM, KaK JIMC, EMY HE CTOWJIO U IBITAaThCS, BCE KE IIIy-
OOKO BTSIHYJI BJIQ)KHBIN BO3IYX.

— Her, X0341H, — HUYEro He yuysB, YECTHO OTBETUJI OH.

JIuc nmogomeén Kk OTBEpCTHIO, Yepe3 KOTOpPOoe BOJa yTeKasa U3
HOPBI, ¥ JI0JITO BCMATpUBaJICs BHYTPb. Bapcyk marnyn noonuxe
CO CBETUJIBHUKOM, HO, ITOXOK€, HUYTO HE MOIJIO Pa30rHaTh KPo-
MEIIHYI0 TEMHOTY Y3KOTO CTOYHOIO TYHHEJIS.

— Kak npymaenb, MOKHO BBICKOJIb3HYTh M3 HOPBI Y€pe3 3Ty
Ibipy?

Bapcyk mocrapancs cKpeiTh CBOE yauBieHME. PaHbplie HU O
9YEM MOJOOHOM JIUC HE CTIPAIINBA. . .

— Bpsag iu, Xo3auH.

XWUINHUK, KABHYJI, CJIOBHO €rO OTBET COBIAJal ¢ COOCTBEH-
HBIMH MBICJISIMU.

— Ho kT0-TO 0YeHb MaJIeHbKHIA CMOT OBl IPOJIe3Th, — MOyMaB,
Jn00aBU1 6GapCcyK U MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK JIUC BECh HANPSATCS U TIO-
MpayvHedl.

Hey:xenu kT0o-TO yMynpuJcs coexarsb ot camoro yiuca?! U ot-
KyJa 3TOT KTO-TO B3sUICSI B HOpe? Eciu TONbKO He U3 TAMHCTBEH-
HOW KOMHATHI. .. [IpUKUHYB, YTO HE CTOUT JIMIIHUUA Pa3 3JIUTh
Xo3s11Ha, 0apCyK MOCHeNIT ONPaBUThCS:

— Ho ’xuBBIM HUKTO HE CMOXET BBIOPATLCSI HAPYXKY, HABEPHSI-
Ka yTOHET.



Jlvc pasBepHyJiCS U 3am1arai npodb Tak OBICTPO, UTO OAPCYK
eJie TOorHat ero. X03suH yIIEn K ceOe, Haka3aB HeMeJICHHO T10-
3BaTh €ro, C/iv 3asIBUTCS BOJIK. bapcyk ke 3aHsics OObIYHBIMU
XO3MCKUMHU JiesiaMu. OH MOMBUI NIOCYAy, TOAMEN MOJIbl Ha KyX-
HE, BBIKUHYJI MYCOD, U, XOTsI OH CTapaJiCs [yMaTh TOJIBKO O pado-
Te, T/Ie-TO B IIIyOWHE CO3HAHMS 3aTanjiach M He KeJlajla YXOIUTh
MBICJIb O TAMHCTBEHHOM OerJierie.

[Toka H6apcyk youpascsi B TOCTUHOM, HECKOJIBKO Pa3 BBIXOHIT
JIUC U3 CBOEN KOMHAThl M HETEPHEIMBO MHTEPECOBAJICS, HE TO-
JIOLLIEN JIU €LIE BOJIK. BBIJIO CIIBIIIIHO, KaK XUIITHUK HEPBHO XOAWII
U3 yra B yroi: Xo3suH He JIoOu kaath. [T0CKOIBKY TpUro-
TOBJIEHHE 00e/]a CEroHs1 OTMEHMIIOCh, OAPCYK MOAMEIN BCE HUX-
HUE KOPUAOPbI, HATACKAJ BOJIbl U CIIOKOMHO 3aHSJICS TeHepaib-
HOI yOOpKOI1 Ha KyXHe.

Bpewms yxe nepeBaiuiio 3a MoJjijieHb, KOoraa HOpy OrJIacki rpo-
MOTJIACHBIN Op:

— Pookuid!!!

VYPpOHUB OT HEOKUIAHHOCTU TNIMHSHYIO Yallly, KOTOPYIO JIep-
’KaJl B pyKax, 0apCyK CXBaTWJI TUIOMIKY-CBETUIHUK U IIOMYAJICS
B FOCTUHYI0. JIUC yXe BbIIIE U3 CHaJIbHU, U €r0 pacTpENaHHbIN
BUJ] CBUJETEILCTBOBAJI, UTO KPUK TOXKE 3aCTaJl €0 BPACILIOX.

— Kaxercs, BOJIK HAKOHELI-TO SIBWICS, XO3S5IMH.

— Cnplan, — mpoBopyast Juc. — § KJgan ero JOCTaTO4HoO,
MYCTb TETEPb OH MOJOKIET.

XO035IMH JIIOOWJT BBIXOIUTh HABCTPEUY T'OCTSM C HETOPOTUTUBOM
BQXXHOCTBIO U TTPEUCTIONIHEHHBIM JIOCTOUHCTBA.



— Bo3bmu noka. ..

— Pooxun!!!

HoBblii KpUK, rpoMye MpeKHEro, 000pBa JiMca Ha MOJTyCIOBe
¥ 3aCTaBWJI B3APOrHYTh OOOMX, a C TIOTOJIKA TOCHINANIACh 3eMJISL.
[oxoske, BOJIK Opall yke B HOpe.

— Bospmu memok ! — 6pocun X0351UH U, TUTIOHYB Ha CBOE J10-
CTOMHCTBO, MOTOPOMUJICS K BBIXOJY.

Bapcyk nomHs1 Melok, JiexaBIIvid y CToja, U modexarn cie-
JnoM. OHM ycriesii BOBpeMsI — IPOCYHYB T'OJIOBY B TPUOTKPHITYIO
JBEeph W HAOpaB BO3/yXa B JIETKWE, BOJK TOTOBWICS KPUKHYTh
eue pas.

— 310poBo, Peikuii! — paOCTHO rapKHYJI OH CBOUM MOLIHBIM
roJIOCOM, YBUJIEB JIMCA.

Xo3s1H 1 0apCyK BHIIUIM HAPYXKY U OUYTUJIMCh B 3aPOCIISIX
MO KEBEJIbHUKA, TIO/I KOTOPBIMU CK PhIBAJICS TJIABHBIN BXOJ] B HO-
py. OrpoMHe#Imii BOJK cepeOprcToro okpaca, mpo3BaHHBIN 3a
310 BensiMm Meapenem, paioctHo 0OHsT Jrca. Co CTOPOHBI MOT-
JI0 TIOKa3aThCsl, YTO JIUC TOXKE BIOJHE PAIyIIeH, OIHAKO 0apCcyK
3HAJI, YTO TOT TEPIETh HE MOT JIIOOBIE OOBSTHUS.

— Yro Tak ponro? — ene OypkHyJa X0351UH, 32KaThlil B OTPOM-
HBIX PYYMILIAX BOJIKA.

— Jla mpocrnan Mayiocts!

JIvic ¢ ynpIOKO# BBICBOOOIMIICS U3 JKEJIe3HOM XBAaTKU CBOETO
Jpyra, HO TOJbKO OAPCyK 3aMeTWI, HACKOJIBKO OH pa3JpaxeH.
Bapcyk Bapyr noimait cedst Ha TOM, YTO HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIIO 3Ha-
eT XO035IMHa, YTO M0 MaJIEHIIEMY KeCTy U IBUKEHUIO JIUIIEBOTO



MYCKYJ1a MOKET IIPOYUTATh BCE €r0 YYBCTBA M MBICIIH.

— A 3TO KTO Takou? — CIIPOCHJT BAPYT JIUC.

Bosk oGepHyscs, u Bapcyk 3a ero mmpokoi CuHoM, 3a Ko-
TOPOU BHUCEN K TOMY K€ OOJIBIION JOPOKHBIA MEIIOK, TOJBKO
ceituac pasrisien emié OHOro rocTs — 1aKaia, HU3KOpOCoro u
TILELYUTHOTO AaXe JJIs1 CBOEH MOPOJL.

— DT0 MO NOAPYYHbIN, MeTKUM 3Bath.

— 41 BUKY, — 3aMETHJI JIUC, CMEPUB 1IaKkaia B3risaoM. — [lo-
KpYIHEe HUKOTO He MOT HalTh?

Bonk XOXOTHYN ¥ Tak XJIOMHYJI XO3sIMHA M0 TUIevy, YTO TOT
COTHYJICS TTOJT TsDKENOU pykor. benbiii MenBenb HOCKIT XOJIIO-
BYIO TYHUKY C IIIMPOKUM MOSICOM U3 3as1YbUX IKYP U BUJABILINI
BUJIBI TLJTAI U3 OJIeHbel MKypbl. Ha makase Oblia XommoBas py-
6axa, MOAMOsICAaHHASI BEPEBKOM, W CTApPEHbKUM TUIAl] U3 HEMo-
HATHO KakKoW HIKypbl. B pykax oH Jepxan MaJIeHbKUI MEIIOK
C TIOKUTKAMH C TaKUM BUAOM, OYITO TOT ObLT HAOUT KAMHSIMHU.
Cpasy BUIHO, 4TO 00a cTapbie OpOIsTH.

— Kak noxwuBaenp, gpysxuie? — CIIPOCUI BOJIK.

— OxoTa HbIHYE HE Ta, — cAeall IeYaJIbHOE JIMIIO XO351H.

— 310 ga! — TyT *ke cortacuics Bojk. — He To yTo Bo Bpeme-
Ha BparcrBa y nuca YepHoOypa, a? Bot torga Obiia oxota Tak
oxota! JloOsray cramamu 3aroHsum!

Oba xMIIHUKA XOIWJIM B OTHOM CTae Moj Ha4yajloM 3HaMeHU-
Toro jimca. Bojik ¢ ynoBOJIbCTBMEM paccKasbiBajl 00 3TOM Ipu
KaXJIOM YIOOHOM ciydae, OMHAKO XO3MH OTYEro-TO BCIIOMHU-
HATh T BpeMeHa He 0co00 JOOWI M HEJOBOJIBHO MOPIIMI HOC



IIpY KaXkKJOM YIOMUHAHUM uMeHn YepHoOypa.

— bmke K neny, — mpepBas TOBapUILA JIUC. — MHE TYT HYKHO
KOE-4TO MOCTPOUTb.

Bxon B HOpy pacriosiarajicsi Ha KpyTOM CKJIOHE JIECUCTOI'O XOJI-
Ma, U3PBITOrO OBparaMu. BepillMHy OIHOTO W3 TaKUX OBPAroB
6apcyK B KOHIIE BECHHI IO MPHUKA3y JIUCA YIIIyOUI U PaCITHPUIL
[Momyuunack HeOOJMbINAs KBaApaTHAs TUIOIIA/KA, OTOPOKEHHAS
C TPEX CTOPOH OTBECHBIMU CKJIOHAMU. Tyaa JIuC U MOBEN BOJIKA.

Tsoxesno B3IOXHYB, 1IaKal B3BAIMI Ha TUIEYO CBOM MEIIOK U
C BUJOM MYYEHMKa MOTalmiICA ciaegoM. «HeynusurensHo, 4To
OHH UK TaK JIOJITO», — MOyMaJl 6apCyK M 3aCEeMEHIJI 3 IIaKa-
JIOM.



I'naBa 4. Topr

Pookmii JIvic B CBOEM MATHUCTOM OAESHHUU U3 OJIEHBHX IIIKYP,
KOHEYHO, ObLI BEJIMKOJEeNeH. BOMK U JIMC CTOsUT B pa3phITOi
BEpIIIMHE OBpara, W MOCIEIHUIA MOKA3bIBaJ, YTO M T HYKHO
NOCTPONTh. MEJIKMil He CTal TyJa CITyCKaThCsl M CTOST HaBep-
Xy, psioM ¢ 6apcykom. OObsiICHEHHS JIca OH CITyIIa BHOTyXa.
Bc€ paBHO OCHOBHYIO paOOTy Oy/IeT /ienaTh BOJIK, BOT MYCTh OH
Y BHUKAET B CyTh JeNa.

Menkwii, KOHEUHO, yke ObLT HACIIBIIIAH OT CAMOTO BOJIKA PO
Prixero Jluca u ero nogsury. lllakan u cam 611 He IPOYb OOXUT-
pUTh KOro-HuOyap. OcoOEHHO OH JIIOOMJI OTTaYMBaTh CBOE Ma-
CTepCTBO Ha MPOCTOBaTOM Bojike. [IpaBaa, ecin morom oOMaH
BCILIBIBAJT HAPYKY, €My TOMaaao OT TOTO ke BOJKa, a pyKa y
HEro, HaJI0 CKa3aTh, TSKENA. ..

JI10601BITHO OBUTO OBI TIOMEPUTHCS XUTPOCTHIO C ITUM PhI-
xuM Jlucom. [la m cam mmiakan cran Osl 0ojee MHTePECHBIM CO-
OeceJHUKOM JIJISI JIUCA, YeM MTPOCTOMYIIHBIN BOJIK, C KOTOPHIM H
TIOTOBOPUTBL-TO HE O YeM. B meurax makan gaxe BUen ceds u
JIACa JTIy4YIIUMU ApYy3bsiMH. .. Hy:KHO npuBieus K cebe BHUMaHMe
Jca KaKUM-HHUOY/Ib YMHBIM 3asIBJICHHEM.

— Tak mpotekats xe Oyzner! — Bosriac Boska mpepBas pas-
MBIIIeHN akana. — Toraa yx maydiie coBceM 6e3 KpbIIu Je-
JaTh.

— HyxHo, 4T0OBI BHYTpb TIOMAAAJI0 COJHIIE, U BCera ObLIT CBe-



KU BO31yX, — OTBETHII JIKC.

— U 3auem TeGe 31ech 3Ta CTpaHHAS MMOCTPOUKA? — CIPOCHIT
BOJIK.

— 3peck OyneT 3aroH 1Jisl 3aiIieB.

3aron i1a 3aunes? DT1o 4To-TO HOBEeHbKOe! Illakan coenan
1Iar BOEpEd v CTaja BO3JIe CaMoro Kpasi oBpara.

— 3aueM? — cnpoCuII BOJIK.

— YTOOBI HE OXOTUTHCS.

Bor 310 3agymka! [lakan o6mu3Hyn ryosl. Benp smak Mox-
HO He HOCHUThLCS OOJIbIIIe TIO JIECaM U TOJISIM, BHICKUBASI JINUb, a
MPOCTO CUJETh A0OMA U KUTh MTPUIIEBAIOUH !

— Kak 310? — Bonk Hamopimi Jio0.

Bonk penko cooGpaxan ¢ nepsoro pasza... HyxHo mokaszarb
JIMCY, YTO OH-TO BCE ITOHSI Cpasy.

— OmmuHag unges! — ckazas 1maKal.

OT BosHEHus rojoc copBaics Ha nuck. Ho muc Gynro u He
3aMETHJI €r0 PEIUIUKY.

— Byny nepxarb 1 OTKapMIIMBaTh B 3arOHE 3aiiIieB, YTOOBI HE
TPaTUTh BPEMsI HA OXOTY.

— [MomuuTtcs, emé y YepHoOypa ObLT TaKOW 3aMBICEJT, — COIITY-
PMB IJ1a3a, CKa3ajl BOJIK.

— bbi1, — HEX0TA comtacuics Juc.

Tak BOT 4bsi 310 uzesi! He Takoil y:x yMHBIN 9TOT JIMC, KAKUM
OH cebs xoueT nokaszatb. OOepHYBIINCH U YBUJIEB YIUBIEHHbIN
B3MJIs17] 6apcyKa, Makall MOHsLI, YTO JIMC U OT CBOETO TOBapUINa
CKPBUI 3Ty TIOIPOOHOCT.



— Tonbko CTapuk NOTOM OTKa3aJICsl OT STOM MBIC/IU, — C CO-
MHEHHUEM TTOKa4aJl TOJIOBOM BOJIK.

— A 4 pemu NpeTBOPUTH B KU3Hb.

— Tak cOeryT IJIMHHOYXHE-TO, — XMBIKHYJT BOJIK.

CpouHO Ha/IO0 MpHUAYMaTh YTO-HUOYIh YMHOE, YTOOBI TpU-
BJIeub BHUMaHue Jiuca. Ho B roioBy, Kak Ha3/10, HUYEro He MpU-
XOIUJO. . .

— YV meHs He cOeryT!

— Io crapoii Bomubeld mocaoBuile, HeyouTasi qoObua Beeraa
cOeraer, — CKa3aJ MaKaJ v yITbIOHYIICS.

— Bor-BOT! — noggakHyJ1 BOJIK.

HaxoHen-To 1iuc noBepHYJICS B CTOPOHY IIaKajia U CMEpPUII Ta-
KHMM 3JI0OOHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, YTO TOMY CTaJIO He 10 cele.

— Cynst 1o TBOEMy POCTY, — MPOLIETUII JIUC, — OT TeOsA-TO JI0-
ObIUa YCKOJIb3aeT MOCTOSTHHO.

[Makan moyyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YJbIOKa crioyzia ¢ ero juna. Oc-
HOBATEJIbHO CTPYXHYB MO/ T'PO3HBIM B3IJISIIOM, OH ChEXWUJIICS U
orctynw Ha3aa. OH XOTes cKa3aTb, YTO 3TO BCETO JIMUIIb IOCIIO-
BUIIA, U He OH e€ npuaymal. Ho cioBa 3acTpsiiu B ropre. ..

JIuc noBepHysicsi 0OpaTHO K BOJIKY.

— A y Hac, y JIUC, HET TaKO¥ MOCJIOBUIIbI, & TIOTOMY J100bIYa Y
MeHSI HUKOT/Ia He cOeraer.

— Toxe BepHO! — XOXOTHYJT BOJIK U XJIOITHYJI JIACA T10 TUIedy. —
Yro mamib 3a 3Ty padoty?

JIuc or ynapa ckpuBwica u notep redo. Hlakan ocmenmics
YCMEXHYThCsI, HO TOJIBKO TPO cebs1. Y BOJIKA TSKENAs pyKa.



— Teruiple mTaHbl, KaK THI XOTE.

— 13 3asg4bnx mKkypok?!

— U3 cycimubkx. e 51, mo-TBoemMy, B3sil Obl CTOJIBKO 3aii-
ueB?! [ltanbl-To Ha TeOs1 HY)KHBI HE MaJIeHbKHE.

Pooxwuii JIuc maxuyn 6apcyky. Tot, CTOsBIIMI B CTOPOHE, TIO-
JOILIEN K JIMCY U OTAaJl MEIIOK, KOTOPbIi iepkal B pykax. Jluc
BBITAIIIMJI OTTY/Ia OTPOMHBIE IITaHBI, CIIUTHIE U3 IKYPOK CYCIIH-
KOB, U ITPOTSIHYJ BOJIKY. TOT HaJeJs1 MX ¥ C IOI03PEHUEM OCMOT-
pen ceoOs. Illtansl TpUILTUCH B TIOPY, HO BOJIK SIBHO KoJieOacs,
COIVIACUTBCS] €My WUJIM HeT.

— Bort em€ pydaxy njam, — XuTpblil JIUC, BUAsI COMHEHU s BOJIKA,
JOCTa U3 Mellka Oosbliyto pyoaiiky. — [la 1 Memok Moxerb
3a0parh.

— JlagHo, — permmiicst HakOHeIT BOJIK, crpedast BCE OHOM py-
YUILEH, — coriaceH. A Kakas KOpMExKa Oyaer?

— OpnHoro TetepeBa, AyMaio, XBaTUT,— CyXO OTBETHJI JIUC.

Opnoro TerepeBa Ha aBoux?! Harnoctu y imca npsmo uepes
Kpau.

— Opnoro?! Manosato Oyaet, Poikuii. BoH ckonbko Bcero Ha-
JI0 CHIeNaTh. ..

JIuc HeOBOIBHO CBEPKHYI IIa3aMHu.

— Jla 3a Takyto padoty u ogHoro terepeBa Oyaer mHoro! Tyt
YaCTOKOJI-TO CTPOWTH JJTMHOM BCETO MIaroB MATh. JIeHb paboThI
OT CUJIbl!

TyT MC ABHO JIyKaBHT.

— He nisite, a gecsath maroB, — pyoaHyJ1 BOJIK PYKOW BO3IyX. —



Ha emié apipsiBast Kpuina. PaboTel THEN Ha TISATS.

— Bam maii Bomio, BBI TYT /10 3uMBI OyzieTe TOpYaTh HA MOMX
xapyax! Mory 1o6aBuTh emge psiounka.

Bonk Bblpa3zuTesibHO MOMYal. YK 4TO-TO, @ TOProBarbCs OH
OBLIT OOJIBIIION MacTep.

— U ew€ napy CyciMKOB, — HE BBLAEPXKAJ JIC.

— Jlyuliiie 3ai14aTHHBI.

— Jla! — cHOBa ocMenuJICs MoJaTh rojoc Hiakal. — 3a Takylo
padoTy He TIOMeIIaao Obl U 3aYaTHHBI. . .

— 4 cam yxe 1emylo JIyHy 3al4aTUHbI ¥ B I71a3a HE BUJEI, —
pe3ko odopain Peikuii Jluc, naxe He B3MISIHYB B CTOPOHY IIia-
KaJia.

— CornlacHbl ¥ Ha MONTYIIU, — CKA3aJl BOJIK.

— Cnymau, besnblii, — rosoc mca BHE3AIMHO CTaJl OYeHb BKPA/I-
YHBBIM, — ThI XK€ TJIe TOJIBKO He ObiBasl. MoskeT, Tebe JOBOIMIIOCH
YTO-HUOY/Ib CIBIIATh 0 3assubeM CBuUTke?

Menkuii BHOBb HACTOPOXUJICS. YUTO ke 9TO 32 CBUTOK TaKOM,
KOTOPBIY pa3biCKuBaeT caM Prrkunt Jluc?

— O uém? — Bonk Haxmypui J100.

— O 3asubeM CBUTKE, KOTOPbIH, MOMHUIIIb, UCKAJI €IIE JIUC
YepHoOyp.

[Iporuio HECKOIbKO TOMUTEILHBIX MTHOBEHUM, MPEKIE YEM
JIMLIO BOJIKA HAKOHEL pa3rianiochk. BcnoMHMI-Taky.

— Capiman yto-HuOYIb? — MOBTOPWUJI JIUC.

— Thl 4TO, O CHUX TOP MILIEUIb STOT CBUTOK ?

— Wry. Tak TeI MOXelTb YTO-HUOYAb paccKa3aTh?



— He-a, Huuero, — MOTHYJI rojioBO# BOJIK. — [To-Moemy, 1uH-
HOYXHUeE JIaBHO YK€ TIOTEepsUTd M 3a0bLTA BCE T CBOW CBUTKHU.
OpauH ThI PO HUX MTOMHMUIIIb. ..

— 3ailpl 10 CUX MOP XPaHAT CBOM CBUTKH, — CKa3all JIUC. —
OpHa copoka MHe pacckasbiBaia, uto y Craporo 3aiiia, KOTo-
PbIM KUBET HENOAAIEKY, €CTh KAKOU-TO CBUTOK. ..

— Tak 3TO MOXKET OH U eCTb!

— Her, — nokavas rosoBoii Jiuc, — 1o cJIoBaM COPOKH, Ha ITOM
nepraMeHTe HaIlMCaHbl TOJIBKO CKa3KH, KOTOPbIE CTAPUK YUTAET
BCIIYX 3anmyaram. 3asguuil CBUTOK CYHIECTBYET, — JIMC MTOHU3WII
roJIoC, — ¥, PAHO WU MO3/JTHO, 51 Hally €ro.

[MMakan o6mu3HYA ryosl. ZKyTKO XOTenoch y3HaTh MojgpoOHee,
YTO 3TO 32 TAMHCTBEHHAsl PyKOMNKCh, KOTOPYIO MCKaJl €I cam
YepHoOyp. Peoxwuii JIuc Hudero 3a3ps aenats He Oyaet. Ho coipa-
IIMBaTh y caMoro Jimca 6ecrnione3Ho. HyxHo 00s13aTe1bHO TIOMH-
TepecoBarbcs notoM y besnoro.

— Jlyume mo6aBb Ham em€ MOJNTYIIW 3alYaTHHBI, — CKa3ajl
BOJIK, KOTOPOMY Y€ HaJI0€J pa3roBOp O KAKMX-TO TaM CBUTKAX.

— besnbli1, cam Beap 3Haellb, OXOTA YK€ HE Ta, — YCMEXHYJICS
JIUC C CAMOJIOBOJIHBIM BUJIOM.

[Toxoxe, OOoJbIlIe HUYEro y STOro XUTpela yke BHITOProBarh.

— Ho onennHa-To y T€0s1 €CTh, — 3asBUJT BOJIK, KUBasi Ha 00-
HOBKH JIUCA.

— ITH OJIeHATa MHE MONAJIMCh COBEPIIEHHO C1y4aiHO. — PhI-
KU C TOPAOCTBHIO OIVISIZIEN CBOIO MSTHUCTYIO ofexay. — M ato
€/1Ba He CTOMJIO MHE u3HU! OJieHu BO ITIaBe C BOXKAKOM HaJe-



TEeJIM BCEM CTaJIOM M UyTh HE JIOCTAJId MEHsI U3 HOPbI, pa3pbiB
IIOYTH JO OCHOBAHMS OIUH U3 YEPHBIX XONIOB.

JI10601BITHO OBLTO OBl Y3HATH, KAKUM 00Pa30M JIUC YMYIPHII-
cs1 IOMMAaTh STUX CaMbIX OJIeHAT. Jla TONbKO OH caM BeJlb 00 3TOM
HE PacCKaXeT.

— I'M... — Bonk Hamopit 100. — OJieHH Takue Aena MpoCcTo
TaKk HE OCTaBJISIOT M MOTYT B JIIOOOW MOMEHT 3asIBUTHCS CloJa
CHOBA.

Bor Tak Benprii! [llakan ¢ ymoBonbcTBHEM HaOMOmal, Kak C
JIMCa CXONUT JTOBOJIBHOE BBIpaXkeHHE Jimua. Ho OTKpPHITO yiibl-
6aTbCs1 OH BCE-TaKM MOOOSIICS.

— BBI-TO € mosiocateiM cpsiueTech B HOpe, a Ham ¢ Menkum
Kak TpuKaxerib ObITh? Tak MOXHO W TIOJ TOPSIYYI0 PYKY IO-
nactb. [Ipuaércs noBwicuTh 11ary, Peixui.

Haxe 6apcyk poT OTKPbLUT OT TOTO, KakK JIOBKO BOJIK, ITOT W3-
BECTHBII TYrOJlyM, IOBEPHYJI pacckas Jiuca B cBOIO Nosb3y! Cra-
JI0 OBITh, HE TAKOW yX JIUC U XUTPHIF, KAKUM XOUET Ka3aThCsl.

— 51 1 Tak gan GoJbIne nonoxkeHHoro! — JIuc yxe He CKpbIBaT
CBOETO Pa3/IpaXeHHUs.

— CTag0 pa3bsipEHHBIX OJIEHe, Opar JIUC, ITO He IIyTKA.

Poukuii JIuc Hekotopoe Bpemsi Moyail. OH SIBHO HE paccuu-
THIBAJI HA TAKOW MOBOPOT COOBITHIA ¥ Tenepb 3muiics. [llakan no-
TYNWICS, YTOOBI CKPBITh YJIBIOKY.

— Tonbko paau crapoii JpyxObl 1a10 el1lé OAHOTO TeTepeBa, — ¢
MpPaYHOU PENMMOCTBI0 HaKOHell Tiporean juc. Y mpubaswr: —
O OGosnbllieM gaxe He 3aUKaics: CIAMIIKOM KHUPHO OyAeT.



Bonk v makan neperisiHy/IucCh.

— JlagHo, cornaceH.

Bonk u siMc ckpenuiu yroBop pykomoxatuem. Bonk, kak
OOBIYHO, KPETKO CKajl MPOTSHYTYIO PYKY, U IIaKall C YJOBOJIb-
CTBUEM HaOJI0/1a]1, KaK JIMC CKPUBUJI JIUIIO OT CIUIIIKOM KPENKOn
XBaTKU BOJIKA.

JIvic TOPOIUTMBO BHICBOOOIMII CBOIO PYKY M CKOPBIM IIAroM Ha-
MpaBUJICS B CTOPOHY HOpPbI. Bapcyk nmocneni 3a HUM.

— IInary kak Bcerna Briepén! — KpUKHYJI BIOTOHKY BOJIK.

— 3Harto, — He 00opaunBasich, mpodypuas Peokuii Jluc.

OH npo6opMOoTas 4To-TO elié cede Mo HOC, HO ITOTO MIaKa
yKe HE paccliplall.

— Menkuid, — cKa3aJl BOJIK, — HAYMHAW COOMPaTh XBOPOCT.

— XUTpBIA 3TOT TBOU JPYT, — IPOBOPYAIT HIAKAL.

Tenepsw, nocnie yxona Peokero Jluca, MOXHO ObLJIO TOBOPHUTH
CIIOKOWMHO.

— ITO BEPHO.

— U xagueiii. 3aiuaTuHbl moxaes. Jaxe ajs Teds — CBOero
CTaporo Jpyra.

[lakan 3Ha1, 4TO, MPOIOJKAS TAKUM OOPa30M, TOYHO JIOTO-
BOPUTCS JI0 3aTPEIIMHbI, HO OCTAaHOBUTbCS HE Mor. OH He Jio-
OWJI IONITO MOJTYATh, ¥ TETleph €My HYKHO ObLJIO BHITOBOPHUTHCS
3a BBIHYK/IGHHOE MOJTYaHUE B MIPUCYTCTBUU JIHCA.

— XBaTUT HBITh, — CKa3aJ1 BOJIK, YEPTS YTO-TO MAJIKOW B OBpare
Ha MecTe OyIyIero CTpOMTENIbCTBA.

— Cam, HaBepHOE, KaX/Ipli IEHb 3alYaTUHY JIONAET, a JJIs HAC



TOJITYIIN TIOKAJIE.

— IIpuHnMmarics 3a paboTy, eciii He XOUelllb OCTaThes 6e3 0oe-
nal

[lakan mpuKycHI SI3bIK W MPUHSUIICA cOOMpaTh XBopocT. [le-
pen 00e1oM ¢ BOJIKOM JIydllle He IIyTUTh, a TO ¥ B CAMOM JIejie
MOKHO OCTaThCSI TOJIOTHBIM.

Bckope cpeny 3apociieit mokas3aaich BO3BPAIIAIONIHECs JIUC |
6apcyk. bapcyk Tammi Ha crivHe TsDKENbIA Melnok. Bonk cpa3zy
e OpOCHJI MAJIKy U, MOTUPasi pyKu, MOJHSIICA ¢ oBpara. Mei-
KM C OXaIlkoW XBOPOCTa B PyKax TOXe MOA0Opasics MOOIMKe.
Bapcyk orycTun Ha 3eMITI0 MEIIOK, U PbUKUI OTTy/a BTl
JBYMsI pyKamH MepBOro TeTepeBa.

— 3HarHas 100bva!l — 0IOOPUTENIBHO KPSIKHYJ BOJIK, OIHOW
PYKOI1 0e3 BCSAKOTO TpyJa MOAHMMAS TSIKEMYIO IITHILY U TIepeKJia-
JbIBasi HA CBOIO CTOPOHY.

Jluic BBITAIIMIT BTOPOTO TETEPeBa, KOTOPBIN ObLT MOYTH BIBOE
MEHBIIIe TPEIbIAYIIETO.

— A 3TOT 4TO Takou TOUMI?! — BO3MYTHJICS BOJIK.

— D70 MoceAHuiA TeTepeB. 1 He pacCUMTHIBAI, YTO MPUAETCS
U €ro Toke oTraBath. Thl ke, beblii, cam ero BHITOproBal.

— A, Hy J1a... — BOJIK TTIOKOPHO 3a0paJi BTOPOro TeTepena.

Jluc BeITamMI M3 MelKa psIOYMKa U TYIIKH JIBYX CYCITHKOB.
Bapcyk TyT ke MOTHSUT OIyCTEBIINIA MEIIOK M CJIOKII ero. Boik
cpazy crpéod TYIIKHM IPbI3yHOB, a MOCJEHIO MTHILY C MOA03pe-
HUEM OOHIOXaJI U OCMOTPEJL.

— CTpaHHBII KaKOK-TO PSIOUMK, — 3aMETHIT OH.



— PaA0unk kak psAOYMK, — TIOXKAJ IJIeYaMu JIHC.

— Ha napgans cmaxuBaer.

— [o¥imMasn cOOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMHU.

[Makan co cBOEro Mecra He MOr pasrsIeTh NTUILY, HO 1IeJIH-
KOM [0JIarajicsi HA MHeHHEe ToBapuila. BoT Bellb KakoW XUTpel
stoT Jc! Bpone 000 BcéM yke YrOBOPEHO, a OH BCE paBHO Ha-
I, TJIe OOMaHYTh.

— Vx y 1e0s, Peikuii, Ha BCE TOTOB OTBeET.

JIuc nmpomonyait.

— JlagHO, cronuTcs, — COracuicsl HaKOHell BOJIK.

— Torpa HaunHaiTe padoOTATh.

— Kak otobenaem — cpa3y npumemcs 3a Jeso!

Jluc XMypo KMBHYJ W, pa3BEepHYBIINCH, 3allaraj 0OpaTHO.
bapcyk 3acemenu cieom.

— Menkuid, — 35IYHO CKOMaH/I0BaJT BOJIK, — TaIlld XBOPOCT!

[Makany He NpULUIOCh MOBTOPATH Bax/abl. OTINYHAS MPU-
BBIYKA BCE-TAKU Y BOJIKA: JTIOOOE /Ie]I0 HAUYMHATH, TOJIBKO XOPO-
IIEHbKO MOJKPENUBIINUCH. BOJIK yKe rOTOBMJI MECTO /Jis KOCTpa
BO3JIe BepirHbI oBpara. [llakan cioxui psijioMm XBOPOCT U, BbI-
TalMB U3 MEIKa BOJIKA OOJIBIION TOPIIOK U3 000K KEHHOH IJTH-
HBI, CITYCTWICSI K PYUblO, KOTOPBIH Kypuas y MOTHOXKbsI XOJIMA.

Korga oH ¢ Boo# Tsikesno B30Opasics 00paTHO, KOCTEP yxe
rope’, a BOJIK iepedupal TyIIKH, BIOMpasi, YT0 Obl MPUTOTOBUTH
ceronHs. Hakoner, oH nogHsut psiGumka.

— JlaBaii-ka cHauas1a CBapuUM 3Ty NTHUILY.

[lakay mocTtaBuj rOPUIOK C BOJOW HA KaMHHU, HAPOYHO BbI-



JIO)KEHHbIE B CEPEAMHE KOCTPa, U YCEJICSl OLIMITBIBATH PSIOUMKA.
Bonk xe ¢ ynoBieTBOpEHUEM pas3jErcs psIOM B CBOMX HOBBIX
mraHax. OcHOBHasi padoTa Mo CTpAIHE MPUXOAWIACh Ha AOJIO
11aKaja, HO TYT YK HUYEro He nojesaeiib. FiHaue MOXHO U 3y-
OOTBHIYMHY CXJIOIIOTATh, & TO U BOBCE 0e3 00e/1a OCTaThCsl.

— He mory noBeputhb, — OCTOPOKHO Hadall IIaKaj, — YTO cam
Pookuit JIuc npu Beeid cBoer XMUTPOCTH CUAMT Oe3 3aiiuaTuHbI. B
HOpE-TO y HEr0 HaBEepHsIKa JOJKHBI ObITh MPUITPSTaHbI 3aI1acChl.

Bonk mnpomomuan. 3agymaincsa, 3Hauut. HyxHO mnpocro
HEMHOT0 TIOOK/1aTh, TOKA OH HakoHel] cooOpaszut. [lakan mpo-
JOJDKWII OIIMMBIBAaTh psidumka. [Ituma m B camom paene Obuia
HECKOJIBKO CTpaHHasl.

— ITOT pSIOYMK YeM-TO MPOIAaxX UTo JIU B KJIAJI0BBIX Phikero, —
1IaKaJ elE pa3 MPUHIOXAJICH.

Bonk, NpunogHsABIIMCh HA JIOKTE, TOXKE BTSAHYJI HO3IPAMHU
BO3/YX.

— KiisiHych cBOMM XBOCTOM, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, — 3TO 3aIax
3alYaTUHBI !

[Takan HekoTopoe BpeMsi npuHioXuBaicsa. OH He ObLT TaKUM
MaTEPBIM CJIEIONBITOM, KaK BOJIK. VIHOrIa eMy ka3ajoch, 4To 3a-
I1ax JENCTBUTEIBHO 314N, a MHOIIA — BOOOIIE HEMTOHATHO YEH.
Ho BCityX OH BCE € pelmnTebHO 3asABUIL:

— W B camom Jiente, 3amax 3aii9aTUHBI.

[Takan oxupan, 4To BOJK pPAcCEpAUTCS, OJHAKO TOT BCETO
JIMIIb XOXOTHYJI U BHOBb PacTsIHYJICA Ha TpaBe.

— JloBko Peikuit Hac o0mypuit. Bot Beap xutpert!



Menkuii cMaxHyI ¢ JILa MmyxX W, B3I0XHYB, IIPOIOJIKUI pa-
60tath. Bonk ObUT HETAJIEKOTO YMa, U BCE €r0 MBIC/IA YMTAJIUCh
Ha €ro MNpocToayurHoM Jjiniie. OJIHaKO, TOPOU OH YMYAPSIICS CTa-
BUTb B TYMHUK CBOMMHU BbiBoAaMu. Ero oOMaHysM, a OH TOJIBKO
paccmesuicsi. Hao xoTst Ob BOCHOJIB30BATBCS €70 XOPOIIUM Ha-
CTPOEHUEM.

— Crymaid, a 4To 3TO 32 CBUTOK, KOTOPBIN pa3biCKUBaeT Pri-
Kun?

Bonk noieBenvi najabliaMy HOT.

— UepHoOyp TOBOpUJI, YTO, MPOYHUTAB ITOT CBUTOK, MOXHO
JIETKO TIOMMaTh JII000Tr0, Jake CaMOro XUTpOro 3amIia.

Bon oHO uTo! OT Takoil pykonucu He OoTKazajics Obl U cam
makaii. Beapb Torma MoxHO cTaTh CaMbIM JIyUYIIIMM OXOTHUKOM Ha
3aiieB. I kaxapl IEeHb €CTh TOJIKO OfIHY 3anvarvHy. [akan
OOJIU3HYJICSL.

— A 1H1 ObUI KOTIA-HUOYIB B HOpe Y Phikero Jluca?

— He-a.

CTtpaHHO, KOHEYHO, IJIs 3aKafbiaHOro Apyra. IHTepecHo Obl-
J10 OBl IOCMOTPETH, YTO €CTh Y Jiuca B Hope. HaBepHsika Beb He
TOJIBKO KJIAJIOBbIE — JIC XUTEP, 1a U 0apCYKU 3HAIOT TOJIK B Pbl-
Th€ MOJ3EMHBIX >KUJIUIL.

— Ilouemy? Bbl ke ¢ Pbikum qpy3bs.

— OH He JIIOOWT YyKHX 3alaxoB B CBOEH HOpe.

— A otkyna y Peikero 6apcyk B ToBapuinax?

— He 3naro0, — Benblii moxain miedyamu. — PeIKui, OH BEAD, KOO
XOYelTb MOXKET OOXUTPUTb.



Jla yx, TyT 63 XMTPOCTH OIpeIeIEHHO He 0001LI0ch. EmE He
PUXOAUIIOCH CIBIIIATH, YTOOBI OAPCYK CTAHOBWJICS TOBAPUIIIEM
KaKOro-HUOY/Ib XMIITHHUKA.

— BOH 1 €HOTOB KaK-TO YrOBOPWJI IIITAHBI /1JIsI MEHS CIIUTh, —
MPOAOIIKAT BOJIK. — 1 caM CKOJIbKO pa3 MOAXOAusI K 3TUM €HO-
TaM — Bc€ 6e3 TOJIKY, HU B KaKyI0 HE COTJIAIAJUCh.

[ITanel, B camoM Jelie, ObLTM 3HaTHBIE. XOTh M U3 IIKYPOK
cycaukoB. He 3ps BOJIK Bce YIIM MPOXKYk KA PO CBOIO OyIy-
11y 0OHOBKY. Ceifuac, KOHEUHO, TaKKe TETUTbIE IITAHbI HU K Ye-
My, HO 3UMOU OY€Hb JaKe MOHAI00SATCS.

— A B Bparcree cambiM XuTpbiM rociie YepHoOypa Obu1 Phi-
xuu JInc?

— He, — MOTHYJI rOJTIOBOM BOJIK, — OH TOT/Ia OBUT €IIE CTMIITKOM
moson. CambiMu XuTpeIMU 110cIe YeproOypa Obutu [IpoHsipa u
XMbLb.

— XMbUIb? — TIEPEeCHpoCHIl IIaKal, YTOObl YOAMThCS, UTO
MPaBUJIBHO PACCIIbIIIAT UMSI.

— Ara. OH Bcé BpeMsI XOmuT ¥ yXMbutsiics. ['agkuii ObuT Jiuc,
MbI C HUM YaCTEHbKO CCOPHUJIKCh.

[lakan HaKOHEI| 3aKOHYMUJT OIIUIBIBAThH MITUILY W 3aKUHYJ €€
BapUTHCH B TOPIIOK. Ternepb 0cTaBajioch TOJILKO CMOTPETH 32 Or-
HEM U KJIaTh, TOKA TPUTOTOBUTCS pAOUMK. BOJK yke BOBCIO IM0-
xpanbiBaj. [[lakan cobpas HEMHOTO XBOPOCTA U, YCEBIIIUCH BO3-
Jie KOCTpa, TOXKe 3aipeMaJl rojl MepHOe OyTbKaHbe KUITSIIEro Oy-
JIbOHA. YK OOJILHO MHOTO OHU OTIIAraJi CErOHsI yTPOM TIO TIy-
™1 K Peixemy Jlucy...



[lakas Tak MogHATOPEJ B CTPSAIHE, YTO JAKE CKBO3b IPEMY
He 3a0bIBaJ CBOEBPEMEHHO MOMENINBATh OYJILOH U MOJIKU/IIBATh
BETOK B KOCTEP. Koryia psaOurK npuroToBuJIcs, maKaJ CHsUI TOp-
IIOK ¢ KOCTpa 1 pa30yau1 Bojika. BaBoém oHn moobenaiu, xje-
0asi cyn JepeBsSHHBIMU JIO)KKaMU. PsOuuKa BOJK pas3zienui Ha
JIBe HEpaBHbBIE YaCTU W OOJIBIIINI KyCOK, KOHETHO XKe, B35 cede.

Misico oKa3ajoch KECTKMM, KaK JIpEBECHHA: MITUIIA SBHO ObLIa
crapasi. XOpOIIIeHbKOTO ke psA0YrKa MOAKUHYJ UM JIHC. A ecliu
elI€ BCIIOMHUTB BTOPOro Terepena... llakana Bapyr oceHuIo.

— Poixuil Hac Hagyl, — ¢ TPYAOM MPOIJIOTUB MPOKEBAHHBIN
KyCcO4Yek Msica, ckazasl Menkuid. — OH ¢ caMoro Hayajia paccuu-
THIBJI TIOACYHYTh HaM TOIIIETO TETepPeBa.

— Tak mepBblli TETEPEB-TO XOPOIIMMA, — BO3pa3uj BOJK, Ha
yIUBJIEHUE TTPOBOPHO Pa3rpbi3asi CBOIO YacTh POUMKA.

— Prikuit He cobupaicst ero oTaBarh, OH HaC OOMaHy.I.

— Yrto-TO THI MyapHIllb, MeJIKui, — HAXMYPHJICS BOJIK, HE OT-
PBIBasICh OT psAOUMKA. — S He MOHUMAIO.

[ITakax OTKPBLT OBLTIO POT, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTS €IIE pa3, HO Iie-
peaymall U BOH3WII 3yObl B IepeBsIHHOE Msico. Bosk He oow,
KOI/Ia ero MbITATUCh YOeauTh B YEM-TO, Yero OH He MOHUMAJL.
Mor 1 NOKOJIOTUTH 32 3TO. XBATUT U TOTO, UTO CaM IIaKaJl pac-
Kycr1 oOMaH. ToJTBKO Terepb OH OCO3HAJT BCIO CTETIeHb XUTPOCTU
Poixero Jluca. [Jaxe CTIIHO BCLIOMHUTB, YTO OH HAMEPEBAJICSA
MOMEPUTHCSI XUTPOCTHIO C ITUM JIUCOM.

ITociie 00ea Ha4aI0CH TO, YEro IIakajl He JIoOWJI OOJIbIIe
BCETO.



— 3a paboty! — rapkHyI1 BOJIK.

W cam xe mepBbil BCKOYMI ¢ MecTa. UTOOBI HEe CXJIONOTATh
MOJ3AThUIbHUK, IAKAITY TOXE MPUIIJIOCh MOAHATHCSA U TMOCTIe-
IIUTH 32 BOJIKOM. Bestbiil BHIOpal HECKOJIBKO IePEBbEB, MOAXO/SI-
IIMe JUIsl YaCTOKOJIa, BeJies IIakaTy 0OMa3aTh CTBOJIBI TPS3bIO HA
BBICOTE CBOET'O KOJIEHa, a CaM HavyaJl coOMparh JpOBa.

[Ilaka CITyCTHIICS C OIYCTEBIIUM TOPIIIKOM K py4blo, HaOpa
rpsa3u u nomiencst oopato. OH He moOun padoTarh, 1a U BOJIK
BCErJa AaBajl €My CaMble HENpUATHbIE nopy4yeHus. [laBHOe —
NIOKa3aTh PBEHUE U CTAPATEILHOCTh B CAMOM Havajle. A TIOTOM,
KOTJIa BOJIK YBJIEUETCSI pabOTOM, MOKHO Oy/IeT yxke He paboTaTh,
a MpOoCTO CcyeTuThcs pAaplKkoM. [lakan yxe xopoumo u3y4dui
MOBAJIKM CBOETO TOBAPHILIA.

[Ilakan oOMa3an rpsA3bi0 CTBOJIBI IOMEYEHHBIX JEPEBbEB, a
BOJIK Pa3k€r BOKPYT KaXJOro U3 HUX HeOONbIoN KocTep. Te-
nepb OCTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO CMOTPETh, YTOObI OTOHb U HE TIOTYX, HO
Y HE Pa3ropajics CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO. DTy paboTy BCE PaBHO BbI-
TIOJTHSUT BOJIK, TIOTOMY ITaKajTy JOCTaTOYHO OBUIO MPOCTO IMPO-
I'YJIMBaThCS CPE/I IEPEBbEB U M3pENKa C 03a00YEHHBIM BUOM
BOPOLIUTH POBa B KOCTpax.

Koraa HMXKHSASA 4acTh HECKOJIBKUX JEPEBbEB MOPSIAKOM BBITO-
peJia, BOJIK CBAJIMJI MX MO OYEepeAu KPENKOM Cy4YKOBATOM MaJl-
KOW ¥ TIepeTalui K OBpary, rjie emié mien oOeIeHHBI KOCTED.
OH KaMeHHBIM TONOPOM OOPYOUJT MeJIKMEe BETKU U CIIOKUI TO-
BaJICHHbIE AepeBbs B psll. [log gepeBbsiMU OH pa3KEr KOCTPHI B
HECKOJIBKMX MECTax TaKMM 00pa3oM, 4TOOBI pa3lesnTh OrHEM



JUITMHHBIE CTBOJIBI HA OPEBHA M OTKEUb KPYITHBIE CyUbsl.

[Mlakan cyeTwicst psiioM ¢ TOBApPUINEM, YTOOBI CO3/1aBAJIOCh
BIleUaT/IieHue, OyATO OH oMoraeT. Bojik pa3oineics BoBCIo, U Te-
niephb I1aBHOE — He MyTaTbcs Y Hero noj Horamu. [1lakan mpeobl-
BaJl B IPEKPACHOM pacrojioxeHuu ayxa. Hacrpoenue HemMHOro
MOPTUJIA TOJILKO MBICIIb O TOM, UTO MO3KE eMy NPUAETCS OTMBbI-
BaTh FOPILIOK OT TPSI3H. . .



I'naBa 5. beruen

3a nocnennue nau Kponuk cubHO yeran. B necy napuna ca-
Masl HACTOSIIIasl TaHWKa. Y>KacHble CIIyXH, OUH CTpaIllHee py-
roro, Oynopaxumu oourarenein. Yro Peokuii Jlvc, pemmB crath
HOBBIM YkacHbIM JIucom, Hauan coOuparh HOBYIO IARKY TMOM
cBouM HavasioM. Yto BoJK u 1makai u3 bparcrBa camoro Yikac-
Horo Jluca yxe npuObutu B jiec. UTo co JHS Ha JeHb OKUIAeTCs
MOSIBJIEHUE MeJIBe/isl, a UyTh MO3Ke — U MPOYUX BOJIKOB, IIIaKa-
JIOB, POCOMaXx U JIUCOB. ..

Koneuno, Kponuk noragpiBascsi, 4to Oofbliasi 4acTh CIy-
XOB — CIUTOIITHBIE BBITYMKH, OJHAKO OT/EIUTD ITPAB/y OT BHIMBIC-
Jla He MOT, KaK HU ctapaics. Bee B necy GecripectanHo Oerayi u
CYETHJIMCh, U BCSIKOE 3APABOMBICITHE YJIETYUMBAIOCH O€3 OCTaT-
ka. OueHb He XBaTajo CMOKOWMHOW paccyauTesbHocTH CTaporo
3aiina, HO OBUIO CTHIJHO JIa)Ke MOKA3aThCsl Ha IJ1a3a ObIBIIEMY
YUUTEIO.

Kponuk mpoboBas JOMBITHBATECS y APYTUX 3aiiieB, ObIBaB-
mmx Ha 3asubem Bexonvbe, o Tom, uTo ke ropopuit Ctapeiii 3a-
SII] O MOSIBJICHUU B JIECy BOJIKA U makasa. OHaKO HUKTO HUYEro
BPa3yMHUTEILHOTO CKa3aTh He MOT. HekoTopbie BOOOIIE KPy THIIH
naJibllaMy y BUCKa, HAMEKasl, 4TO CTAPUK COBCEM BBIKIJI U3 yMa.

Crpax, B oyepeHOW pa3, 3aMEHWJ 3aillaM OJaropazymue.
Ho, naxe 3Hast 310, OOPOTHCS CO CTPAXOM OBbLJIO Oi KaK HErpo-
cro. Cam Kponuk toxe aepxkaiics U3 NoCIeqHUX CHJI, KOorja Ha



Hero, OpefyIero 1o jecy, Hajieren [JTMHHOYXWA, MYaBIIUACS
He pa3dupasi IOpOrH.

— B nec npuinén measeab! — HaacaIHO MPOIIENTas OH, CTpalll-
HO Bpailiasi [Jla3aMu, U CKPbLICS B KyCTax.

He B cunax coBnagath coboil, Kpomuk Toxe KuHysCsS Hay-
TéK. [lamsTys coBersl CTapiia, OH MOHUMAJ, YTO TaK OE3MyMHO
Oexarh Hesb3s... OIHAKO MPOAOIKAT MYAThCS CJIOMSI TOJIOBY.
EmE uyth-uyTh u Kposmk cymesn Obl OCTAaHOBUTBLCS, HO HA CBOIO
Oemy OH CTOJIKHYJICS HOC K Hocy ¢ KyrexBocToMm.

— ThI citplman? — Kpenko cxBatuB Kposnmka 3a rpyaku, crpari-
HBIM IIENOTOM 3aIumnes oH. — Thl cibliman 31o?!

Kponuk nocMoTpei B IJ1a3a ToBapuilia, NOJIHbIE YKaca, U YKe
He cMor oTBecTH B3msd. He B cuiax BBIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA, OH
JIMIIIb KABHYJI B OTBET, JAAKe HE 3Has, O 4EM pedb. [laHnueckuii
crpax Kyiiexsocta noMUMO BOJIM MPOHUK BHYTPb U MTHOBEHHO
pacuIMpuIIcs, BHITECHSS BCE POYME MBIC/IA U YyBCTBA.

Ky1iiexBocT, He OoTIycKasi ero, roBOpUJI 4TO-TO €1lE, HO 3ai4o-
HOK YK€ HUYero He TIOHMUMAJI M XOTeJNT TOJILKO OJJHOTO — OeXaTb.
Haxkonen Kponuky ynanoch BIpBaThbCsi, U OH KMHYJICS ITPOYb. . .

OHn myaJcs, He pa3Oupast J0pOru, naaa, NOIHUMAJICS U CHO-
Ba Oexasl... BeTku creranm ero mo Jily, OH CHOTBIKAJICS, HO
OCTaHOBUThCSI OBLJIO BHIIIE €r0 CUIL. TPyIHO CKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO OH
Oeskasi, HO OCTAaHOBHUJICSI OH TOJIBKO TOTJa, KOTAA CBAJIWIICS CO-
BEPIIEHHO 00ECCUIIEHHBIN.

Korna Kpomnuk ounysicst, ObUTO yke TaeKo 3a ONIeHb. YTaB
TI0J1 KYCT, OH TO JIV JIUIIHAJICS YyBCTB, TO JiK 3a0bUIcs CHOM. [1o-



MIBITABIINACH CECTh, OH TUXOHBKO OXHYJI: OOJIENIO BCE TEJO.

— Cnymiau, besnblii, — pa3naincst HeBIaJeKe Yer-TO MUCKJIABBIA
rojioc, — A MOXeT HaM U 1Jis ceOsl TAKOH JKe 3arOH COOPYIUTh?

Kponuk 3atamncsi u Bxaics oOpaTHO B MPOILIOTOAHUE JIU-
CTbsl, YCHITABILIUE 3EMITIO.

— Ham-10 OH 3a4eM? — yCMEXHYJIUCh B OTBET.

BTopoii ros0c Obl1 HU3KWIA M XPUILIOBATHIA, KAKOW MOXET
OBbITh TOJILKO Y KpYMHOTO 3Bepsi. U, ckopee Bcero, y XUIIHUKA.

— YTtoObl HEe TPATUTh BpeMsI Ha OXOTY | — TPOMHUIIAJ IEPBBIH. —
He 3ps xe Peoknii yxBaTuiIcs 3a 3Ty UIEIO.

Pookun?! Peokuii JInuc?! Heyxenu. ..

— PboKuil, KOHEYHO, OOJBIION YMHUK, — XMBIKHYJT BTOPOU, —
HO riepe; YepHOOypOM OH, UTO Mepe/io MHOM JKEJITOPOTHIN TITe-
Hell. YepHoOyp cam He ooOpsit ATy UALI0, U 51 He 000PSIO.

— Ho nouemy?

— HeyOuras moobiua Bcerna cberaer. Menkui, naBail pado-
TaTh!

Kposmumk ocTOpoKHO BBIIVISHYJ U3-32 JIMCTBBI KYCTOB U 0OMep.
Ha ckJjioHe xonma, 4yTh HUkE TOTO MECTa, IJie OH MpsATaJCs, B
oBpare YTO-TO KIJIM BOJIK U IIakay. Boik ObUT OrpOMHOTO po-
CTa, ero cepas MIKypa OTJIMBaJIa CepeOPUCTHIM IIBETOM. 3aituo-
HOK Cpa3y JOraJajcs, 4To 3TO 3HAMEHUTHIN beltblid co CBOUM TO-
BapuileM u3 bparcrea YxacHoro Jluca.

[IpornoTtuB kpuk, Kponuk cHOBa nprikaics K 3eMJie U 3aKMYy-
pusics. [lo6erancs. .. Cam mpucKakai npsiMo B pyKU XUIIHUKOB!
Ha em€ u Berep ayJ1 NpsMO OT HEro: JAbIM OT KOCTPOB YHOCHJIO



B IIPOTUBOIIONIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. A T/Ie-TO psiJIoM, HaBepHOe, Opo-
JWIIH JTUC ¢ MeaBeeM. .. HekoTopoe BpeMsi 3aiTY0HOK JIexkKall, He
1IeBessACh. Jlaxe CTyk COOCTBEHHOTO ceplia Ka3aJcs eMy CIIUIII-
KoM rpomkum. OH ka1, 4To ceivac ero cxBatsT. [lepes rnaza-
MU BCE CTOsUT 00pa3 OrpOMHOIO CEpPOro BOJIKA. . .

OnHAaKO XWIITHUKY, KaK HA B 9Y€M He ObIBAJIO, TPOJIOJIKAIIH 3a-
HUMAaThCSl CBOMMM JiesiaMu. [Tponuio 10BOJIbHO MHOTO BPEMEHHU.
Kposnuk He 3Ha1, 4To ¥ JyMaTh. XOTs XUIIHUKY €r0 U He BUAETU
B T'YCTBIX 3apPOCIISAX, HO OINPEIEIEHHO YYSIIH — 3TO OBLJIO TOHATHO
Y3 UX Pa3roBOPOB.

3aiiuOHKY HE OCTaBaJIOCh HUYETO IPYTroro, Kak HaOMoaaTh u3-
TO/I KyCTOB 3a paOOTOM BOJIKA U IMaKajia. XUIIMHUKU OTHEM Ba-
JIVLTY JIEPEBbs1 ¥ TIOATACKUBAJIN MX K OOJIBIIIOMY KOCTpPY Y OBpara.
31ech ¢ MOMOUIBIO TOTO K€ OTHSI U KAMEHHOI'O TONOpa, OHU y/1a-
JISTU Cy4bsi U KpoHY. [lonyunBiimecss OpéBHA OHU CKJIabIBAIN
HETIOJIAJIEKY .

A rae xe mensens? EMy-To ropa3zfo cnogpy4Hee TacKaTh Tsl-
KEnple OpeBHA. UTOOBI pa3MsTh 3aTEKINHNE WICHBI, 3AiTYOHOK Ha-
KOHEIl OCMEIUJICS TIePEMEeHUTH 1Mo3y. MokeT nonpoOoBaTh TH-
XOHBKO yWTH oTcioa? A To, 4ero Jo0poro, eié v Juc ¢ MeJiBe-
JIeM HarpsiHyT... KpoJiuK JOoiro He MOr peluTbes, OKa He OT-
nexan cede Bce OOKa.

CosHie yke KJIOHWJIOCh K 3aKaTy, KOrja 3al4OHOK, IMompa-
BUB JISIMKU CBOETO 3aIJIEYHOT0 MEIIKa, CO BCEMU MTPEIOCTOPOK-
HOCTSIMU MEJIJIEHHO TOoMoi3 B cTopoHy. Hu onHa cyxast BeTou-
Ka He JI0JDKHA XPYCTHYTb, HA OJIVMH OMNABIIWK JIUCT HE TOJIKEH



menoxHyThesl. iHaye — o moru6! CHavana OH MOAHUMAJICS TIO
JIECHCTOMY CKJIOHY, HO BCKOpE TOJIECOK CTaJl peleTh, U, YTOOBI
HE OKa3aThCs HA OTKPBITOM MECTE, TPULIIOCHh IPOIOIKUTH ITyTh
BJIOJIb CKJIOHA U 1aK€ HEMHOI'O CITyCTUThCA BHU3. CrienaB Takon
Kp1oK, Kponuk okaszasics oYty Ha TOM ke pacCTOSIHUM OT BOJIKA
¥ I1aKaja, 9To 1 ObLT B CAMOM HavaJe.

HeoxngaHHO ¢ Apyroy CTOPOHBI XOJIMa CJIOBHO M3 HUOTKYJa
BO3HUK Porkuii Jluc. Eciin Obl 3aflYOHOK pervl yXOIuTh 4epes3
APYTYI0 CTOPOHY XOJIMa, TO HATOJIKHYJICS OBl MPSIMO Ha PBIKETO
xuiHuKa! Kpoavk nprHUK K 3eMJIe U 3aMep, HE CBOJS IIa3 C
XUITHUKOB. DTOT XUTPBI OXOTHUK YK TOYHO YUyeT U CXBATHUT
ero!

— Caymwaii, Peokuiil! — yBueB cyCTUBILETOCs B OBpar Jiuca,
rapkHyn besnpi. — 3nech onpenenéHHo naxHeT 3al4aTUHOM.

JIuc notsaHyn Bo3ayx HocoM. Kponuk 3aranit AbIxaHue.

— JloOblua BO3JIE JIOTOBAa HE BOJUTCS, — XMBIKHYB, PE3KO OT-
BeTU1 Pookuid.

— 3HAUUTCA, 3a99M AyX U3 TBOEU HOPBI UJIET.

— Tebe yxe mepemutcs, benbiii.

— Kak 310 Mepemurca?! — BosmyTtuics Boik. — [IpaBna xe,
Menkwuii?

JIuc Gpocuit Ha MIaKada TaKOW YHUYTOXKAIOIIUKA B3I, UTO
Kponuk naxe B3IporHyi.

— B camom piene, maxHeT 3alYaTMHOM — KAallUISIHYB, CKas3all
Menkwuii.

— Thl MOMMAJI MHOT'O 3aMLIEB B CBOEU KU3HU? — IIOMHTEPECO-



BaJICs JIUC.

— Hy-y... — HEOXUIAHHO CMYyTHUBILKCH, TPOMSIMJIWJI IIAKA, —
MOKa eIlé€ HU OJHOTIO. ..

— A THI, 1 BUXKY, OOJIBITION MacTep o OXOTe Ha 3aiIieB, — IPo-
JOJIKaJT C HACMEIIKOM JIHC. — B 4yKuX KJ1aAOBbIX, HABEPHOE, BCE-
I/1a Jierye UCKaTh J00bIay?

[MTakan HUYEro HE OTBETUII.

— Ho s1-TO OnbITHBINM OXOTHUK ! — pyOaHy/1 pyKO# BO3/IyX BOJIK.

— Benwiii, apyxwuiie, — MArKo nepedut Jmc, Oepst ero moj py-
Ky ¥ pa3BOpavuBasi OT IIaKaja, — B TBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX S HU-
CKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIOCh. ThI XOU€Elllb 3aliYaTUHLI, BOT OHA TEOE
Y MEpEIUTCS Be3/e, Jaxe BO3Jie Moer HOphl. ThI-TO, B OT/IMUKE
OT BCAKHMX 3€JIEHBIX IOHIIOB, 3HAEIIb, KaK 3TO OBIBAJIO.

— Her, Hy Bcsikoe ObIBaJIO, KOHEYHO. . .

— Bot g o Tom ke u roBopio. Hy-ka, nokaspiBaii, 4T0 Bbl TYT
HapaboTau.

O menBeae noka HU cioBa. [laxke 3apoanyioch NMOJO3PEHKUE,
YTO BECTH MPO MeBe/Isl ObLIIM BCETO JIUIIb OOBIYHBIMU CITyXaMH,
BbITyMaHHbIMU KEM-TO OT CTpaxa.

Jluc momomén k cromke OpEBEH W MPUAUPUYUBO OCMOTPES
Ka)XIpIi CTBOJIL.

— He comuesaiics1, Pookui, yactokon Oyaer 4o Hago! — BOJIK
TIOXJIONAJI 10 OpEBHAM.

JIvic ynoBIETBOPEHHO KUBHY/I.

— MoxHO Obl 1 KOPMEKKHU JOOABUTH 32 TAKYI0 padoTy.

— Pan 6v1, Benpiit, 1a He mory. U Tak Bce 3amachl MpHUIILIOCH



OT/IaTh, YTOOBI C TOOOM paccuuTaThCs. JJomMa XOTh MapoM TOoKa-
T™H!

— INoaxomu nmocrne 3akara, Peokuii. [Tocumum y KocTpa, BCIIoM-
HUM IPOIILIbIE BpEMEHA.

— 51 GBI ¢ YIOBOJILCTBUEM, HO CETOHSI HOUBIO HYKHO W/ITH Ha
OXOTYy.

— Hounast oxota qBYX THEBHBIX CTOUT, — TOHUMAIOITIe KUBHYJT
BOJIK.

— Bor-Bort. [lo 3aBTpa, benbiii.

— Ho 3aBTpa!

Jluc momHSICA Ha TPOTHBOMNOJIOKHYIDO OpOBKY OBpara u,
BAPYT NMPUHIOXaBIIKCH, 00epHycs. Y Kponuka éknyno cepaiie.
Emy nokasanochk, 4To XMITHUK YCTPEMUJI B3IJIsI IIPSIMO Ha HETOo,
pasrsaaeB cpeny 3apocied. OgHako, 4yTh MOMEMJIMB, JIUC MO-
BEpHYJICS M YIIIEN CBOE# Toporoy, a y Kponuka B ronoBe HEOXu-
JAHHO BCIUIBUIM CJIOBA XMIIHMKA: JOObIYA BO3JIE JIOTOBA HE BO-
JIATCSL.

U Bexnp, B camMoM Jefie, KAKOMY 3aiilly WM WHOMY MEJIKOMY
3BEpIO MPUAET B TOJIOBY IO JA0OPOM BOJIE TOJOMTH Tak OIM3KO
K JIOroBy xuinHuka! Heyxenu Bce Tak MPUBBIKJIM K OYEBUIHO-
My? OT TaKOTO OTKPBITHS AK€ CTpaxX OTCTYIUJI HA BTOPOH TUIaH.
3Haet 1 00 3tom Crapsiit 3asn? Eciu yaactest BBIOpaThest OT-
Clofia XUBBIM, HY)KHO HEMIPEMEHHO HABECTHUTh CTapuKa!

Bonk ¢ makanom yriayounuck B padoty, u Kponuk, yoeaus-
IIKUCh, YTO XUIIHUKU BCEIIEJIO TIOJIONIEHbI CBOUMHU JIEIAMH, T10-
TI0JI3 TIO 3apociisiM fastbine. [IponBurasick BOOIb CKIIOHA, TETIEPh



OH yAAJISICS OT 3JIOMOYYHOI'O OBpara v ¢ Kax/IblM 1IaroM 4yB-
CTBOBaJI ce0s1 BCE CMeliee U yBEepeHHee.

HakoHell, XMIIIHUKYA CKPBUIUCh 32 TOPOOM CKJIOHA XOJMa, U
Kponuk, B3A0XHYB ¢ oOneryeHuem, rnpuBctai. Tenepb MOXHO
UJITH TOpa3no ObicTpee. 3aBEpHYB HECKOJBKO METes b, YTOObI 3a-
IIyTaTh CJIEAbl, OH OCTOPOKHO 3alllaraj BHU3 10 CKJIOHY, B CaMyl0
yaiiy 3apocyei.

B KycTax oH 4yTb HE HACTYNWJI Ha JIEXKAIIETO HUYKOM 3al4Y0H-
Ka, KOTOPOTO eJie 3aMEeTUJI B rocjiefHuil MomeHT. CHauana Kpo-
JIMKY MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO 3aMYOHOK MEPTB. HO nepeBepHyB He3Ha-
KOMIIa Ha CIUHY, 3aMETUJI, YTO TOT €lE JBIIIUT U BECh JPO-
KuUT. CKBO3b MHOTOUHUCJIEHHBIE TTPOPEXU B pyOaxe MporJisiabiBa-
JIO TPSA3HOE M CTPAILIHO U3MOXKJIEHHOE TeJO, C KJIOYKaMH BUCEB-
el MIePCThI0 ¥ MHOTOYMCIICHHBIMU ccaguHamu. Ha mee 6o0m-
Tajicst OOpbIBOK BepEBKU. OTKy/1a 3/1eCh, y camoro Jioropa Poike-
ro Jluca, B3sics 3aliYOHOK ?

YroObl mpuBECTH 3aiiYOHKA B UyBCTBO, KpOJIMK TUXOHBKO TO-
TPAC €ro U NOTEP eMy IEKU. He3HakoMell e1e CIIBIIITHO 3aCTOHAL,
HO [J1a3a TaK ¥ He OTKpbUL. KpOoNMK BhITAMI U3 CBOETO MEIIKa
OyTBUIOUHYIO THIKBY, HO OHa OKazaiach mycra. HyxHo nocraThb
Bonbl. Kponmuk ormnsgenca. YeM HUXKe OH CIIyCKaJICS, TEM BJIaX-
Hee CTaHOBWIOCh. HaBepHsKa TaMm, B HU3MHE, IPOTEKAET pPyyeH.

Kponuk ocTaBuil 3ai4OHKA U CITyCTUIICS 1O CKJIOHY. ['ycThbie
3apociii He OOMaHYI/H, U B JIOKOMHKE MEX]ly XOJIMaMu OOHapy-
KWIICA pydeek. Kponuk yamkoi u3 000k kKEHHON MTMHBI HaOpaT
B THIKBY BOJIbI U TIOCTICIITIMJT OOPATHO.



OH OpbI3HYT HEMHOTO BOJIbI HE3HAKOMILy HA JIUIO W BIIMJ
HECKOJIBKO Karesib B POT. 3aMYOHOK 3aKalllIsAICs, TPAOTKPbLI
masa u, yBuaeB Kponuka, ci1abo ynbioHyscs.

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT? — ménotom crpocus Kponuk, momHs o
TOM, YTO HEAAJIEKO XUIIHUKH.

[omoc He3nakomIa ObLT Tak cinad, uto Kpommky mpumuiock
HAKJIOHUThCS K CAMOMY JIMILY 3ai{YOHKA, YTOObI PACCBIILIATD OT-
BET.

— IHonpeiryn? — nepecnpocun Kpomnuk.

3aflYOHOK YyTh 3aMETHO KMBHYJ M CHOBa YIBIOHYncs. Mms
ObLJIO 3HAKOMO, OTHAKO PUTIOMHUTH 3aii4oHKa Kponuk He cMmor.

— A g Kponmuk. Untu cmoxenis?

[MonpeiryH ene kauHyn ronoBoi, HO Kponuk, youpas vamky
M THIKBY OOpPAaTHO B MEIIOK, M CaM 3aro3[aJI0 MOHST OYeBH/I-
HOCTb OTBeTa. X, ero Obl ceriuac Kk Bcepeqyiemy Crapomy 3aii-
ny... [IpunoaHsB u noaxsaruB Oefonary noaMeikamu, Kpo-
JIMK OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI M3JIUIIIHE HE IITYMETh, TOTAIII €0 BHU3
IO CKJIOHY B camylo rymy 3apocied. Homa oka3zaiace ropas-
JI0 Jierye, 4eM OH mnpeanosarail. [Iporamuys 3ail40HKa HECKOJIb-
KO 11aroB, Kponmk 3amMeTus, 4Tto TOT MBITAETCS YTO-TO CKA3aTh.
Kponuk ocTaHOBWICS M CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY HaJ juiioM [lorpeiry-
Ha.

— ConHile, — MENOT ObLT €1Ba Pa3IMUKIM.

— ConnHue? — nepecripocu o3agadyeHHbn Kposuk.

3aifYOHOK C YIBIOKOW KUBHYI.

— ConHue... — 3aayMunBo noBTOpwi Kponuk, orisapiBasich



BOKpYT. — A! Tsl Xouems Ha cosHue?

[TonpeiryH cHOBa KMBHYII.

— MBbI cHauasa CIyCTUMCsI B JIOKOMHKY, a TIOTOM MOJIHUMEMCSI
0 PyTOM CTOPOHE.

3aifY0HOK YyTh KauHYJI T0JIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U CBO-
UM TUXUM IIEMNOTOM MOBTOPHII IpockOy. Kponwk ¢ comHennem
ornsiaencs. KoneuHo, 3a To Bpemsi, IOKa OHU CITYCTSITCSI BHU3, a
MOTOM MOJAHUMYTCS Ha IPYTOi XOJIM, COJTHIIE YK€ YCIIEET 3alTH.
Ho mogHAThCS 00paTHO 03HAYAIIO OMSATh MPUOIU3UTHCS K JIare-
PIO XUIIHUKOB, YETO YK€ OUEHb HE XOTEJIOCh.

— ThI 3HaeIIIb, YTO TYT COBCEM psiIoM Hopa Poikero Jluca?

3aituyoHok kMBHYJ. Kponuk otoponesn. Kak e oH 31ech oka-
3aJICs, pa3 3HaJl, UTO HEMOAAJIEKY JIOroBo xuiHukKa? [locmoTpes
ele pa3 Ha yMoJisgioimye miasa gpoxaniero [onpeiryna, Kponmk
PEIIMIICS U TIOTAIIWIT 3aliY0HKa 00paTHO, BBEPX MO CKJIoHY. [Tox-
HUMAThCSl OKa3aJioch Tskesee, 1 Kponuk coBceM BHIOWIICS U3
cuJI, ToKa JoBoJIok [ompeiryHa 1o 6ojee OTKPBHITOro MecTa, Ky-
Ja eIle Najajy JIyuu 3axXoasiero coaHna. CrapaTebHO yloKuB
3aityoHka, Kponuk ornszencs. Eime 6bl 4yTh-4yTh — M OTKPBUICS
Obl BUJ] HA Jlarepb XUIIHUKOB. «XOPOIIIO, YTO XOTh BETEP Mepe-
MEHUJICST».

3alYOHOK K€ KMYPHICA OT SIPKOrO CBETA U JOBOJIBHO YJIbl-
OaJsics, XOTs IpoxaTh MeHblle U He ctail. Kponuk, HaOpas non
OMKaWIIMM KYCTOM CYXUX JIMCThEB, YKyTasl OeqHSATY U HIENO-
TOM 3aJ1aJ1 BOIIPOC, UHTEPECYIOLIUI €ro C CaMOro Havaja:

— Kaxk ke T8I 31€Ch OKazayica?



[TonpeIryH MOMBITAJICSI OTBETUTH, HO TOJIOC €r0 ObLIT HACTOJb-
KO cJ1a0 M KaK/10€ CIIOBO IaBAJIOCh C TAKUM TPyaoM, uto Kpommk
MOYTH HUYEro He MOT TOHSTh. [IOHSIB TIETHOCTh CBOMX TOTIbI-
TOK, OOECCHJIEHHBIN 3allYOHOK 3aMOJIK.

— To1 HaBepHOE ecTh Xx0ouenb! — oceHuI10 BApyr Kpomnuka.

Kak 310 OH cpazy 00 3tom He mogyman! Kpomuk Opocuiicst
BHH3 I10 CKJIOHY W HapBaJ CBEKEH TPaBbl M MOJIOBIX MOOETOB
¢ KycToB. [TornpbiryH nornpo6oBa MnoxeBaTh HECKOJIBKO TPaBU-
HOK, HO HUYEro He moyyumsiock. OKa3aaoch, 4TO y HEro no4tu
HE OCTaJIoCh 3y0OB. YTO e ¢ HUM Takoe ciayuminocsk?! HeBombHO
BCIOMHIINCH cyioBa Ctaporo 3aiiia: y Koro ecTb CUJIbI, YTOOBI
KyIllaTh, €CTh HaJek/1a Ha uctiesneHre. Hy)kHo HermpeMeHHO Ha-
KOPMUTh HaWJEHbIIIIA !

— Tebe HyxHa Bap€Has eJja, — CKa3aJ OH 3aiYOHKY. — Ho uTo-
Obl pa3keyb KOCTEP, HaM MPHUIETCS OTOMTU OTCIOA MOAAJIbIIE,
MIOTOMY YTO 3/IECh COBCEM PSIIOM XUIIHUKHU.

— CosHIle. .. — OIHUMU Ty0aMu KanocTHO oBTOpw [orpbi-
T'YH.

— XOpoI110, Mbl 3/1ECb OCTaHEMCsl, IOKa COJIHLIE COBCEM He
CKpOeTcsl.

3aifyoHOK OarogapHo YJIBIOHYIICS U 3aKpbUT rasa. [lox Tén-
JILIMM JIy4YaMU OH IOCTENIEHHO MepecTall ApoXaTh U JHIIb U3-
penxa B3aparuBal. Kposiuky ke 1Mmokost He JaBajia MbIC]Ib O TOM,
Kak Obl MX HE 3aMEeTWIN XUITHUKU. He ynepxaBIiuch, OH CHsI
3aIUIEYHBIA MEIIOK, TTPOTION3 Yy Th BHIIIE MO CKJIOHY M 3aryIsTHYJT
Jepe3 rpedeHp XoIma.



[Ilakas BOBCIO XJIOMOTAJ BO3JIe KOCTPa, KaXeTcs, YTO-TO Ba-
prII B OOMBIIIOM ropiike. BoJk CTosit y mepBbIX TPEX BKOMaHHBIX
B 3eMJTI0 OPEBEH U uecasl 3aThLIOK.

— JI7151 9TOrO CKBaJIBITM COMIET M TaK ! — cKa3asl IIaKaJl, BUAU-
MO, MIPOJIOJIKAST Pa3roBOP.

— Tak 3ametHO % Oyner — Pbokuii yroisauT.

— A THI 3TO OpEBHO TITyOOKO HE BKAIbIBA.

— Torpa mararbcs Oyzer.

— 3aro Pelkuii He 3aMETHT.

Bonk, cxBaTuBIIUCH IBYMSI pyKaMu, MOATSIHYJ BBEpX caMoe
KOPOTKOE B 4aCTOKOJIe OPEBHO, 4 3aTEM TOIIATaJ €r0 U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY.

— JlagHO, COMMIET, — pEeIII BOJIK.

Kpomuk ocropoxHo BepHyscsi oOparHo. [lompeiryH Hemno-
JBUKHO Jieskasl ¢ OnakeHHOH yiblOkol Ha ymne. Eciu Obl He
JIpOXb, MHOTAA COTpsicaiolias 3aivuoHKa, MOXHO OBUIO TOMY-
Math, 4TO TOT MEPTB. Kponuk nmonpodoBas pa3Bs3arh BEpEBKY
Ha 1mee [lonpeiryHa, HO y3eJ OKa3ajcs 3aTSHYT CIUIITKOM Kper-
k0. ComHIle MeJJIeHHO KaTWJIOCh K 3aKaTy W, HaKOHell, OJIECHYB
JlydyaMu B MOCJIEJIHUM pa3, CKPbUIOCH 3a JIEPEBbSIMU.

[TonpeIryH 3TO 3aMETUJT M OTKPBLI IJ1a3a.

— ConHiie. .. — eJie CABIIIHO MPOIIENTas OH.

— Kpenucs, — Kponuk nornaausn 6eiHsry no 1iedy, — Tenepb
MPUIETCS TIOTEPHETh 10 yTpa.

3aKMHYB MEUIOK 3a CIIMHY Y MOAXBAaTUB 3aiiYOHKA MOIMBIII-
KaMU, OH MOBOJIOK €r0 BHU3 MO CKJIOHY. BHauase Taiumrs Toriero



HaWAEHBIIIA ObUIO JIETKO, HO Ye€M HUKE OHU CITYCKIUCh, TEM TY-
11€ JIeNAJINUCh 3apOCiId, U TEM TPYAHEE CTAHOBUJIOCH ITPOIMPATh-
csl CKBO3b HMX. Bro6aBok IlompeiryH Havan croHath OT 6oy,
u Kponuk 3ano3nano goragaics, 4yTo, HaBEpHOE, Y HErO YTO-TO
ciomano. Ilepeiias pyueek, Kypuanmii B HU3uHe, Kponuk mo-
HSUI, YTO y HEro TMOMPOCTY He XBATUT CUJI, YTOOBI TIOAHATHCS C
HOILIEN Ha BTOPOU XOJIM.

Vike cMepkanoch, 1 Kposnuk, B3rsiHyB Ha OeJHOTO JposKalie-
ro [lonpbiryHa, pemmi yCTpouTh HOWIET NMPsIMO 37€Ch, HECMOT-
psI Ha TO YTO COBCEM OJTM3KO PACTIONArayIuCh XUIITHUKU. «A Beb
s Take He 3aImyTall ClIeJOB», — MEJIbKHYJIO B TOJIOBE, HO, YTOOBI
HE CTPYCHUTh U He yOeKaTh, 3aifUOHOK OBICTPO OTOTHAJ TOJ0OHbIE
MBICIIH.

CKMHYB 3aIUIeYHBI MEIIOK, BHE3AITHO CTaBIINAN TAKAM TSIKE-
abM, Kponuk orrammn [ornpbiryHa oT pyubst Ha IECSATOK 111aroB
BBIIIIE 110 CKJIOHY U YCTPOUJI OObHOMY MOJCTUIIKY U3 CyXUX JI-
CThEB T0J] pacKuAUCTON MBOM. [locie HEeKOTOPhIX COMHEHU OH
HaOpaJ1 XBOPOCTY M Pa3KEr PsiIoM HEOONBIION KOCTED. Y XHIII-
HUKOB I10 Ty CTOPOHY XOJIMa TJIEET CTOJILKO ITHEW OT MOBAJIEHHBIX
JEPEBBEB, UTO JbIM OT TOTO KOCTPA OHU BPSiJL JIU 3aMETHT.

Kponuk BbITalMII U3 CBOEro JAOPOXKHOIO MEIIKA TTMHSIHYIO
TUIOIIKY ¥, HAOpaB BOJIBI, TIOCTaBWII €€ Ha OroHb. [Toka coBceM He
CTEMHEJIO, OH TOPOIUIUBO TMPOIIENCS BOKPYT ¥ HaOpasl JIUCThEB
Y KOPEHbEB, KOTOPBIE MOJIOKWII B YallIKy BapuThcs. Koe-kakue
neyeOHbIe TpaBbl Kponuk yxe 3Han or Craporo 3aiiia, HO cam
BBUICUUTh HACTOJIBKO OCNAOEBINEr0 3aifYOHKA B OJMHOYKY, KO-



HEYHO Xe, He MOT.

Horamute [Honpeiryna 1o 3asusero Bexonmest Hewero u ay-
MaTh: CJIMIIKOM Jajieko. Ho 3aTo MoxkHO camomy cOeratb yTpom
k Crapomy 3aiiity 3a cHaioObsiMu. OT Teruia koctpa [lonpbiryH
niepecTasl JpokaTh U IpeMaJl, pacTUIbIBIINCH B OJTasKeHHOH YIIbIO-
ke. Tosbko MHOTrIA OH, CUJIBHO B3APOTHYB, OTKPBIBAJ IJ1a3a, HO
IIOTOM CHOBA 3achinal.

Hacrymuna Houb. Ha HeOe BbICHINA M 3BE3/1bl, B30IILIA JYHA.
Kponuk cuzen Thxo, crapasich He OECIIOKOUTh 3aYOHKA, 1 JIUIITh
M3peaKa MOAKJIAAbIBAT B KOCTEP CYXMX BETOK WJIMA MOMEIIVBAI
JIEPEBSIHHOM JIOKKOU colepkumoe Iuiomku. IHorga Haj roso-
BOU pa3aBajioch pa304apoBaHHOE yXaHbe KaKOro-HUOyIb (pu-
JIMHA, Pa3A0CaJOBAHHOTO TeM, UTO 3aivaTa HaJIEKHO YKPBLIUChH
I10/1 BETBSIMM MBBI ¥ K HUM HUKAK HE MOJJIETETh.

Korja BapeBO MpUrOTOBUIIOCH, CTOSIIA yXKe TITyOOKast HOUb, HO
Kponuk, Bc€ ke pa3Oyaus [lonpeiryHa, TOKOpMUJ ero. 3aivo-
HOK CyMeJl IPOIJIOTUTh BCETO Mapy JIOKEK MOTyYUBIIErocs Oy-
JIbOHA, HO B €0 COCTOSIHUY U 3TO ke ObUIo Herutoxo. [Tokyimas,
[MonpeiryH cHOBa 3a0blICs OECTIOKOMHBIM CHOM.

Kponuk TiarenbHO MOTYIIMI KOCTEP, YTOOBI OH HE TIPUBJIe-
KaJI U3JIMIIIHEE BHUMaHKE, U TOXE TMOMbITAJICS 3aCHYTb, OTHAKO,
MOCMOTPEB Ha OCBEIIEHHOE JTYHHbIM cBETOM JinLO [lonpeiryHa,
BHE3AIHO pelnl He JokuaaThes yTpa. HapepHsika maraTbes no
HOYHOMY Jiecy He oracHee, YeM pa3ouBaTh jlarepb BO3JIe CaMOro
JIOTOBA XUIITHUKOB. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE TaK MPUBBIKJIM K O4Ye-
BUJTHOMY, YTO HUKTO HE kJET OT MPOCTOro 3aMYOHKa KaKHUX-TO



HOYHBIX ITOXOXICHUM.

Kponuk nomgHsisics, mogbicKkan cede majiky, YToObl OTTOHSTh
MIEPHATBIX OXOTHUKOB, W 3aKMUHYJI JOPOKHBIA MEIIOK 32 CIUHY.
Ycnbinas ero npurorosiieHus, Ionpbirys otk o ria3za. Hasep-
HOE, TOTyMaJl, YTO XOUY CIMHATH. KpoJIMK MOAOIIEN K 3aiiYOHKY.

— 41 BepHyCb.

[ornpbIryH momMoTas rojoBou.

— He Hamo... 51 yxe He xwuen, — cymen pazoopath Kponuk,
HAKJIOHUBIIHCH K OOJIbHOMY. — 371€Ch OMACHO. . .

OH neITajICca cKa3aTh YTO-TO €IIE, HO CUJIBI OCTABWJIM €T0.

— 41 BepHych, — nosropui1 Kponuk.

[IpuxBatuB nayiky, Kponuk ornpaBuics B yTh C TBEPAbIM
HamepeHreM J100paThcs 10 3assubero Bexonmbs. ViaTu o HOU-
HOMY JIECY OKa3aJI0Ch TOPA3/10 CTPAIIHEE, YEM OH MPEATONarall.
HesicHble TeHM B JIUCTBE JIEPEBbEB M 3apOCIIAX KYCTOB OyIvIv
camble NOTa€HHbIE CTpaxu. TOIBKO MBICIIb O TOM, uTO [lorpsIry-
HY HEKOMY MOMOYb KpOME HEero, He Jlajia IOBEPHYTh OOPATHO.

OpnHako, co BpeMeHeM OH IMOOOBHIK 1 BITOJTHE OCBOMJICS C HOU-
HBIM IyTenecTBueM. TauHCTBEHHbIE TEHU OKa3aJIUCh OOJIbIIIeH
YacThi0 BCETO JIMIIb TPUYYIJIMBOW UIPOM JIYHHOTO CBETA B BET-
BSIX, MEHBIIIEN YaCThI0 — HOUHBIMU OOMTATENISIMU Jieca, TAKUMU
JKe IMyIJIMBBIMU, KaK Y CaM 3aMYOHOK.

Heckomnbko pa3 Kponuk 4y Th He COMIICS C ITyTH, XOTS JIeC 3HAIT
XOpoI10. XOpoIlIO XOTh CBETUJIA JIyHa, a TO B MOJIHOW TEMHOTE
HEMYAPEHO ObLIO W 3a0MyauThes... JloOpaBIIMCh 10 JIOIIUHBL,
4yTO 10J, 3as19biM BexonmmbeM, yxe nopsaodyHo ycraBimd Kpo-



JIMK Pa3IiisifieN CPe/iu IEPEeBbEB AANIEKUI OrOHEK OT KocTpa Cra-
poro 3aitia. Ha nyme cpasy nortemnsieno, U 3aM40HOK YCKOPHJT
I1ary.

[logbéM Ha xonmM OTHsT mociegHue cuiibl. CTapuk MHPHO
JpeMall, CUJisl y CBOEro KOCTpa, HO Cpa3y ke BCTPETEHYJICS U OT-
KpbLT [J1a3a, ensa Kponuk, Tskeno [pliia, CTYMUI BHYTPb KU-
mva. Ceityac puaETCss MHOTOe OOBSCHUTD, M Pa3roBOP, 3HasI
HETOPOIUIMBYIO MAHEPY CTApUKA, MOKET 3aTSAHYThCH. . .

— Y10 CIy4rioch, CHIHOK? — HEOXKHUIAHHO Cpasy ke CIPOCUIT
MyzpeL.

— 4 nawen IonpseiryHa. ..

— INomnpeiryHa?

— OH coBceM IUI0X. .. — Kponuk oIycTuiicsl Ha IUHOBKY, YTO-
ObI HEMHOTO TIepeIOXHYTh. — Kak s Torna... EMy HyXHO 11ene6-
HO€E CHAJ00ke. ..

— [MomuwuTCH, — MokeBaB rydamu, ckazan Ctapbiil 3asil, — ABe
JIYHBl Ha3aJ 3TOro 3ailYOHKa HUKAK HE MOIJIM HAaUTU €ro Apy-
3b4l. ..

Borpeku o:)xuaaHusAM CTapUK He CTall OOJIbIIE HA O YEM CITpa-
IIMBaTh, & BCKOUMJI C MECTa U, OBICTPO MPOMASCH MO KIIIUIILY,
BBITAIWIT HEOOJBINION MEIIOUeK CYIIEHBIX TPaB U MaJIEHBKYIO
BBIJIOJIOJIEHHYIO THIKBY C Ma3blo.

— Tsl cam 3Haelb, YTO HYKHO JIE/IaTh, CHIHOK.

Kponuk KuBHYIN U, yCTajno MOAHSBIIUCH, YOpas cHal00bs B
CBOW MEIIIOK.

— MHe HyXHO UATH.



Bo3ne Bbixozna on o0epHysicsi. CTapyK CTOSUT CIIMHOM K KOCT-
PY, 4 3AlYOHOK HE MOT BUJETh €TI0 JIMIIA.

— 51 06s3aTesIbHO BEpHYCh, JeayIIKA.

Crapeiii 3asi KuBHYJI, 1 Kponwk oTnpaBuiicss B 0OpaTHBIN
yTb. XOPOIIO, YTO YYHUTENb HA HETO He cepautcs! Briepsoie 3a
CTONBKO THer, Kpommk mouyBCTBOBas ce0s1 yMUPOTBOPEHHBIM,
HECMOTPS Ha OKU/IAI0NIKE ero Briepean 3a00ThI.

Kak 3aifyoHOK He Topomuics, A0OpaThCs 10 MecTa CyMell
JIMILIb K YTPY, KOraa yxe pacceso. [lonpeiryH siexan Ha npex-
HEM MeCTe M BeCh APOXKAJ BMECTE C JIMCThSIMU, KOTOPHIMHU OBLT
ykyTad. [Ipu Bune Kponmka oH yabIOHYIICS W TIOTBITAJICS YTO-TO
ckazatb. [IpUIIIOCh HAKJIOHUTBLCS K CAMOMY JIMITY, YTOOBI pac-
CJIBILIATD.

— 3aueMm BepHyJICA. .. S ke roBopui... 31ech ONacHo. ..

«OnuH pas g yxke cMaJIoLyIIHUYAJ 1 YIIETD», — nogymai Kpo-
JIMIK.

— A npunéc cuanoows ot Craporo 3aiiia, — ckazai OH BCIyX
1 Ipykecku noxJonan [lonpeiryna o nieuy.

[Mocne 6eccOHHON HOUM CHIIBHO TSHYJIO KO CHY, HO Kposuk,
coOpaB MocaeJH1e CUIIbI, Pa3KEr KOCTEP U, TIOKAa TOTOBUJICS OT-
Bap, HaHEC 1eNieOHYI0 Ma3b Ha MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIE ApariiHbl U
ccaguHbl 3aivyoHKa. OT Terua Koctpa u ropsdero orsapa Ilo-
IIPBITYH COTPEJICA U HAaKOHEL-TAaKM Iepectan Jpoxarb. Emy, ka-
XKETCs, 1aXke CTAJIO JIyule. XOTeJIOCh pacCIpOCUTh, Kak OH 3[€Ch
okaszaica. Ho npuces psanom c Ilonpeirynom, Kponuk nouys-
CTBOBAJI, YTO OOPOTHCS CO CHOM HET HUKAKUX CHIT. ..



Korna oH mipocHysics, ieHb yxe Onmu3uiics K nonyaHio. Kpo-
JIVMK HArmous1 O0JILHOTO OTBAPOM €Il pa3 U, B3MJISIHYB Ha JIbIM B
HeOe, OIHUMAIOITHUICS ¢ APYrof CTOPOHBI XOJIMA, CKa3al:

— HyxHo yxonuts otciona.

— Vxomu ofuH. .. S BCE paBHO. .. He xwuell. .. Tebe He cracTh
MEHS. . .

[TpousHocs 3Ty KyTKHE cioBa, [lonpbiryH ocraBajics coBep-
IIIEHHO CMIOKOMHBIM. By/iTO peus 1uia BoBce He 00 ero xHU3HU.
Kponuk HEBOJIBHO OIIIsijie)T M3MOKIEHHOTO U OCIA0EBIIIETO 3ai-
YOHKA U OTBEN IM1a3a. MUPHUTHCA € TAKOM MPABJOM HE XOTEJIOCh.

— 51 He ocTaBTO TeOs1 yMUPATh 3[IECh OIHOTO, — TBEPIO CKa3asl
Kponuk.

— 41 He 6oroch cMepTH... ECTh Bemy... ropaszio... ropasio
CTpalIHee CMEpTH. . .

Te e cioBa, 4YTO rOBOPUJI CTapblil Mypell... Yto ke nepe-
KWUJT 3TOT 3AUYOHOK ?

— Pacckaxwu, 4to ¢ ToOO# CITy4HsIOCh.

Jlenast mocTosTHHBIE Tay3bl M3-3a c1adocTu, [lonpeiryH Havas
cBoi paccka3. Kponuk ciyian, 3atauB apixanue. OqHax bl HO-
ybio [TonpeiryHna novimMan Peikuit JIvc. XuiHuK, BOIIPEKU 0KU-
JaHUsIM, He CTaJl ero yOMBaTh, a MPUTAIIWI B CBOIO HOPY, I/
MPUBA3AT K IEPEBSIHHON KOJIOAE U Jaxe Jajl Boubl U TpaBbl. Ho
3alYOHOK OT CTpaxa He MOT HU €CTh, HU NUTh. OH HE MPUTPO-
HYJICA K €]Ie, JaXe KOrjJa JIMC YIIEN, OCTaBUB €ro B TEMHOTE.

UYepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs1, BEPOSTHO, yXke CIIEYIOIIEN HOUbIO,
XMIIHKUK MPUBOJIOK B MOA3EMEJIbE U MPUBA3AJ €lIE JBOMX 3ai-



yar: Kportkoro u bonryna. OT cTrpaxa OHM HUYero He cooOpaka-
1, HO [TonpeIryH, Kak CTapOXuII, TOMOT UM MPUITH B ceOsl.

3aiiyara cuenu, NpUBs3aHHbIE BTPOEM K KOJIOJE, B KpOMENI-
HoW TeMHOTe. OHM TEPSUIUCH B JOTAJKaX, /151 YEro UX 3[1ECh JIEP-
*uT Peoxuit Jluc. Hora, HaBepHOE, OIH WJIU JIBa pa3a B IeHb
B TeMHMILY 3axonui Perkuit JIuc, mpuHocui Tpassl v Boapl. [Toka
OH HHMKOTO He TPOTaJ, HO €ro yJbIOKa MPH KakJI0M IMOCEIeHUH
BbI3bIBAJIA y 3aivar yxac.

HewusBecTHO, CKOJIBKO Mponuio BpeMeHu. [InenHuku norepsi-
JIM CYET THAM BO MpPake NnoA3eMelibs. XOTb JIUC ¥ IPUHOCHUJI €11y,
3aiyara e Majo M XyIeJW Y YaxJiv NpsMO Ha Iiazax. Y HHUX
HavyaJIy 1aTaThCs U Bbiagath 3yosl. Ho nepebiM cnér Kpotkuid.
Jluc tenieps Oonbliiie He ynbiOascs. [lonpeiryH B yaiiie 3amedant
XMypoe 1 03a004YeHHOE JIMIIO XUIITHUKA TP CBETE CBEUYH, KOTO-
PYIO TOT Bcerzia MpuHOCKII ¢ codoi. ToBapHIIM cTapasmch BHIXO-
auTh KpoTKOro, Ho BCKOpe ToMy CTaJIo COBCEM XyHo. JIuc oTBs-
3aJ1 OOJILHOTO OT KOJIofbl U yHEC. bonbine KpoTtkoro 3aituara He
BUJIEIIN.

Cpazy mnocnie 3toro 3abonen bonryH. B oqHo u3 cBomx mmo-
cemeHnil Poikuit Jlvc 3ameTns 310 U cuikoMm 3actaBui bonry-
Ha CheCTb MPUHECEHHYIO ey. TOT noja yrpo3aMu UCHPAaBHO BCE
MPOTJIOTHII, OJHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO JJOBOJIBHBIN COOOM JIMC CKPBUICS
3a JIBEpbIO, 3a1YOHKA TYT ke BbIpBajio. 1o cienyoero npuxona
XMIIHKMKA BontyH yxe He noxui. [lonpeiryH BHE3AITHO MOHSI,
YTO €ro KIET Ta JKE y4acTb.

— Kak Oyaro 310 He OBUTO SICHO C CaMOro Havaia, — CKasall,



YCMEXHYBILUCH, [1ONphIryH 1 3aKanuisics.

Kponuk fgan nonuTh oTBapa 3aifuoHKY, U TOT, OTJbIILIABIIKCE,
IPOJOIKUI CBOM pacckas. [Ipuxoaunoch HaKJIOHATBCS K CaMo-
MYy JIUILy OOJIBHOTO, YTOOBI pacCbIIIaTh €ro ciadblil MENOT.

[locne nByx cmeprerr Peikuii JIuc cran yxacHO pa3apaku-
TEJIbHBIM U IPU KaXJJOM CJ1ydae HOpOBMII 1aTh TyMaka. OH Tiia-
TeJIbHO cieAauns1, 4ToObl IlonpeiryH npsiMo npu HEM J10eAall BCIO
npuHecéHHyto nuity. Ho ecth TpaBy paciiaraBmmmucs 3yoamu
CTAaHOBWJIOCh BCE TpyaHee. Ero crano BhIpbIBaTh OT HE pa3ke-
BaHHOUW muIIM. [TomphIryH yke 4yBCTBOBAN, YTO KOHEI OJIM30K.
CmepTh He cTpalluia, OH KAal e€ Kak u30aBIeHusl.

— 51 TOMIBKO XOTeN YBUIETh B MOCIECAHUIN pa3 COJHIE, — YIIbIO-
HyJics [lonpeiryH.

OnHax bl MC OYE€Hb TOPOMUJICA U, YXOAS, 3a0bUT 3armepeThb
3a cOOOM JIBEPh TEMHHUIIbI, [IOTOMY YTO 3aiHYOHOK HE YCIIBIIIIAT
NPUBBIYHBINA IIYM 3acOBa. Takol BO3MOKHOCTBIO HEJb3sl ObLIO
He Bocnoub3oBaThesi! TlonphiryH cam ynuBuiIcs, OTKYAA Y HEro
B3sUTHCh crutbl. OH HAIOIOBUHY TIEpeTEp 00 KOJOMy, HAlOJIOBH-
HY IEperpbI3, MOTEPsIB YaCTh 3yOOB, BEPEBKY, KOTOPOW ObLI MPH-
BSA3aH.

BriOpaBimch U3 TEMHUIIBI, OH B MOJTHOW TEMHOTE Ha OIIYIlh
JOBUHYJICA Jaiibliie 1Mo TyHHemo. OH He uMesa HU MaseHIlero
NpeJICTaBJIeHN s, KaK BHIOPAThCSI M3 TIOA3EMEJbsI, HO YITPSMO IIET
Briepén. BHezanHo Briepenu MesibKHYI OTONECK cBeTa, U [Torpbl-
T'YH, MOJABIINCh B CTOPOHY, IOPKHYJI B KAKOH-TO OOKOBOM MPO-
XO[I.



Jlepkach 3a CTEHKM TYHHEJs, 3aiYOHOK IMPOJIBUTANICA AAJIb-
mre. DTa 4acTb HOPHI ObLTa yXKe: BBITSHYB PyKH B CTOPOHHI, [1o-
NPBITYH JOTATMBAJICS 10 00enX cTeHOK npoxopa. [Tocieimanoch
’KypuaHue BObl, U Bckope IlonpbiryH CTynua HOrou B XOJIOZ
BOJIHOTO MOTOKA. [TOKpyTHBIIMCH, OH MOHSUI, YTO JOOpajcs A0
TYIHKA.

Kyna Teneps unru? biyxias B 3TOM NOA3EMHOM JIaOMpPUHTE
B KPOMEIIHOH ThM€, MOJKHO 3alpOCTO YTOAUTh OOPaTHO B PyKH
Prroxemy Jlucy. Jlyde cmeprs. Baesanno Iomnpsiryna ocenuso.
Bopa! Hapyxy moxer BeiBecT Boga. M [TonpeiryH, pemmsImcs,
HaOpaJ B JIETKKe NoOobIle BO3/1yXa U Opocuiics B pyyeid. [Totok
3aBepTeN M MOHEC CO CTPAIIHOW CHIION, Opocasi Ha MOA3EMHbIE
CKAaJIBl. ..

OunyJsics 3aifYOHOK yXe CHapyXkH, Ha Oepery pyubs. Ctos-
JIa HOYb, HO TOCJIe MOA3eMebsl OHA MOKAa3asach TaKOW SICHOU U
ceemion! IlonpeiryH, Bech Apoxka, MOMOJI3 BBEPX 110 CKJIOHY I10-
JJIBIIE OT BOABL. Beé Teso joMuiio ot 0011, HO OH ObLI Ha CBO-
0ofie 1 YIIOPHO O3 BIEPEN.

— Ilepen cMepThIO 51 TOJBKO XOTEJ YBUIETh COJHIIE, — 3aKOH-
yun [TonpeiryH.

Kponuk Hamowsn oTBapoM 3ail4OHKA, M TOT, COBEPIIEHHO
00ecCHJIeBIINI MOCNIE JOJITOTO paccKasa, 3a0blICs TPEBOXHBIM
cHoM. HecmoTpss Ha ycranoctb, 3allYOHOK BpPOJE BBIIJISIIIEN
HeMHoro Jiyvie. Herjioxo Ob1j10 Obl, KOHEUHO, YITH MOJaJIbIIE
U3 3TUX MECT, HO TPEBOKUTb U Tak HacTpajasiuerocs Ilonpeiry-
Ha Kponuk He pemwmics. 3adyeM, untepecHo, Peoknin Jluc nep-



JKaJl 9TUX 3aiuar y ceds1 B Hope? YUro xe oH 3agymain? Benp Bonk
C IIAaKaJIOM TOX€ YTO-TO BO3BOJAT IO MPUKA3y JIKCA. . .

Kpomnuk pa3ker KocTép, 4ToObl TPUTOTOBUTHL HOBBIK OTBAp, a
caM MOJHSJICS HaBepX, YTOObI el€ pa3 B3MJISAHYTh Ha XUIIHUKOB,
BEpHEE, HAa TO, YTO UMU cTporsiock. Kponmk ycmexnyicsa. Emg
HECKOJIbKO JIHEH Ha3ajl OH HU 3a UTO Obl He PelInICs B3IISTHYTh
Ha xuIIHUKOB. [TpaB Crappiii 3asiy: cTpax He Tak BEJIMK, KOrja
BUMILIb BCE CBOMMM IJIa3aMHU.

KocTpoB ¢ TOil CTOpOHBI XOJIMa TOpeNio YK€ HE TaK MHO-
ro: BOJIK C IIAKAJIOM 3aKOHYMJIM 3aroTaBinBaTh OpéBHa. Terneps
XMITHUKY BKaIbIBaIM OpEBHA y Kpas BHIPOBHEHHOTO IUIATO B
BEpIIMHE OBpara TakMM 00pa3oM, UTo C TPEX CTOPOH TUIONIAIKa
yIUpaiach B CKJIOHBI OBpAra, a ¢ YeTBEPTOM CTOPOHBI — B YaCTO-
KOJL

Yro ke 310 3a mocrpoiika? JlorajaTbcs MPOCTO TaK ObLIO
HerniocwiibHO 11 Kponuka. Bo3moxHo, Crapeiil 3asi cymeer
pasrazgars 3ambicen Pookero Jluca. ..

Korna Kponmuk criyctuicst 0OpaTHO B JIOIIUHY, BOJIA B TIOIIKE
yxe 3akurnesna. CresaB oTBap M MOTYIIUB KOCTEP, OH pa3Oyau
[omnpeiryHa. BosbHOM crienan yepes3 Cuily HECKOJIBKO IJIOTKOB U
yIBIOHYJICSI, YTOOBI proOonpuTh Kponuka.

— 4 Xouy BUJIETh COJIHIIE, — OTKMHYBIIKCH Ha JIEKAHKY, [PO-
mentan [lonpeirys.

Kponuk cHayana o6padotan mMaspio pansl [lonpeirysa, a 3a-
TEeM HaJIErKe MOTaIIII €70 BBEPX 110 CKJIOHY, JieJiast 4acThle OCTa-
HOBKH, YTOOBI OTJIOXHYTh CAMOMY U JIaTh MEPEBECTU TyX OOJIb-



HOMy. BOT Tak, mo 4yTb-4yTb MOKHO nepeTamuThb [lornpbiryna
rofajeliie ot Hopbl Peikero Jluca. I1oka oH B cunax nuTh oTBap,
€CTh HAJIeK/IA. ..

HoOpaBmmch 10 BepivHb XonMa, Kponuk y kpasi HeOOob-
IOW JTy)Xaku moyaoOHee ynoxui [lonpeiryHa, U TOT, 3aKpbIB
1a3a, OJ1a)KeHHO YIIBIOHYJICS TTO]] COTHEYHBIMU JTyYaMH.

— Cnacu6o. .. — npomernTai [TonpeiryH.

Kponuk npuHEC ¢ mpeKHero Mecta OCTaBIIMECS BEIIY U pac-
noJoXuics psagoM. IlonpeiryH Bech A€Hb Craj, HacHaKAaCs
CONHIIEM U Oosbinie yxe He npoxkan. M3peaka Kponmwk naBan
00JILHOMY CHa/100be U3 TpaB. XoTs [TonpeIryH fesai TOJIbKO IJ10-
TOK-APYTOid, 1a ¥ TO C BUIUMBIM YCHIIUEM, 3TO ObUIO HETLIOXO.

Houslo 3apsawi auBeHb. Kponuk nepenéc 00IbHOro moj Je-
PEBO, KaK MOXKHO JIyYllle YKpbLT U yKyTaj. Ho u3-3a Berpa, no-
CTOSIHHOTO JIyBILIETO 3/IeCh, HA BEPIIMHE XOJMa, 00a 3alv0H-
Ka OBICTPO MPOMOKJIM HACKBO3b M 3aMEp3u. Kponuk rpodoBan
paz:xeub KOCTEP, HO U3 3TOM 3aTer HUYErO HE MOJyUnIOoCh.

TonbKO K yTpPy Ty4M pa3olUIACh, U AOXK[b MPEKPATHIICA.
[ornpeIryH CUIBHO JIpoXanl W Hauyand OpeauTb, IemYa 4YTO-TO
HecBs3Hoe. EnBa paccBeno, Kpomuk Opocuscs uckaTh cyxoi
xBopocT. Ho HU KOCTEp, HU TOPSTYMiA OTBAP HE TIOMOIJIU MPUBe-
cru [lonpeiryHa B uyBctBO. HyXHO ObI cOerats k Ctapomy 3aii-
Iy 32 COBETOM M TpaBaMH, HO KaK OCTaBUTh OOJILHOTO OJHOTO Ha
HEJBIA JEHD?

Kponuk pemmit He cnaBatbesi. OH BCE yTPO M BECh JEHb KET
KOCTEpP, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO YK€ B3OIIJIO COJHILIE, U TIOWJI OTBA-



pom [lonpeiryna. Jluib nocsie nonyaHs 3aliYOHOK HAKOHEI[ OT-
KpBUI IJ1a3a. YBUEB nepe]] cooo Kpomvka ¢ rionkoi B pykax,
[MonpeIryH yiabIOHYICS.

— Tol em€ 3aech?.. S ke roBOpuI... s HE KUWJell. . .

— Bor yBuauis, Bc€ Oyznet xoporo. — M3-3a ycranoctu Bbl-
IIJIO HE CIIMIIKOM yOIUTEIbHO.

— § He 3Hal0. .. 3aueM Hac aepxkai B cBoer Hope Peikuit JTuc, —
CJIOBA TSKENO aBayiuch ociaadnenHomy [lonpeiryny. — Ho oH 3a-
JOYMaJ... 4TO-TO yKACHOE. ..

A BeJib e1I€ eCTh BOJIK U IIaKaJl, PO KOTOpbIX Kposnuk He cTan
HUYero ropoputs [lomnpeiryny!

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI. .. THI pacckazan Bc€ Crapiyy... OH HaBep-
HsIKa JI0Ta/1aeTcs. . .

— 41 ceromHs Kak pa3 K HeMy COOMPAIOCh.

[TonpeiryH 4yTh 3aMETHO KMBHYJI M 3aKPbLUI IJ1a3a.

— Pacckaxu Crapily, — npolientas oH emg pas.

O60npEHHBII TeM, 4TO OOJbHOM HAKOHEI-TO O4HyJIcs, Kpo-
JIMK KWHYJICSI TOTOBUTH eli€ oTBapa. HeMHOro ocrynme cHajo-
Obe, cHATOe ¢ KocTpa, Kponuk nipucen psaaom ¢ [onpeiryHom. ..
¥ BBIpOHUII TUTONIKY. Be€ Obu1o KoHyeHo. Ha riaza HaBepHynuch
cnésbl. OH BAPYT BCIIOMHWII, YTO OIHAX/Ibl BUJEJT 9TOTO 3aiUOH-
Ka JI0 ero UCUYe3HOBeHUs1. [lomphIryH JIIOOWI MPHIraTh U HE MOT U
MIHOBEHHUS YCUJIETh Ha OJTHOM MECTE.

Kponuk He 3Haj, CKOJIBKO BpEMEHU OH CUJIeN U I1akail. B ce-
051 Kponmk npuimén ot 6o B Hore. JloJIro He MOT TIOHSITh, YTO
CJIy4nJIOCh ¢ HOrou. Kaxercs, ommapui ropauuM OTBapoM, KO-



ra oOpoHWI TWIOMKY. KposMK BCTam v TOJBKO TOT/Ia OCO3HA,
HACKOJIBKO YCTaJl.

B namsaru Berisim cnosa Craporo 3anua. [lpupona ycrpoe-
Ha TaK, YTO 3ai1iaM J0KHO yoeraTb. Ho Beab 3T0 He Bcer/a ro-
MoraeT. .. Xopomio Obl HANTH Kakoe-HUOY/Ib YKPOMHOE MeCTey-
KO Ju1 nocaenHero npucranuiia Iompeiryna. Kponuk orsanen-
cs1. Xors Hert, [TonpeiryHy OoJibilie IOHPABUJIOCH OBl 3/1Ch, HA
caMmoy BEPLIMHE XO0JIMA, I1Ie IPOCTOPHO U CBETUT COJIHLIE.

Kpomnuk nankoi BEIpbUT HEOOBIIIYIO SIMY, THO KOTOPOI BBLIO-
KW JIMCThbsIMUA. OCTOPOKHO OITYCTHII TyJa TeJo apyra. Moruiy
OH 3aKanbIBaJl CKBO3b Ci€3bl. CBepxy Kpomnuk cioxun HeOob-
HIYI0 TOPKY U3 KaMHel. 3eMuist Obliia emié BiaaskHasi ocie 10K s,
Y 3ailYOHOK Bech nepenavkascs. Hacriex BoITepeB pyku, OH IpU-
CeJl BO3JIE MOTHUJIBI.

V:xe Beuepesno. He xorenoch HUYeEro zenarh, TONBKO JIEYb U
3aCHYTb. BCIOMHMIUCH MOCTIEIHUE CII0Ba Apyra. 3aBTpa 00s13a-
TeJbHO Hajo noitu K Crapiy. Hy)kHO MHOTOE paccka3aTth, MHO-
roe cpocutb. Jla eme He mMenrano Obl TIIAHYTh, YTO TaM TOHA-
CTPOWJIM BOJIK C IakajaoM a1 Peikero Jluca.

MpIciu myTanuch, rjia3a CIMNAIUCh... 3allYOHOK YYBCTBO-
BaJI, YTO 3aChINaeT MPsIMO 31€Ch, BO3Jie MOruJbl [lonpeiryHa. ..



I'maBa 6. 3ali4aTHHK

Korga 6apcyk 3aén B rocTUHYIO, CBEUH yxke ObUTH 323K KEHBI,
a Pooxuii JIuc cugen B CBOEM Kpeciie B IPEKPACHOM pacIIofioke-
HHH JTyXa W YTO-TO HareBaJ cede Moj HOC.

— HoGpoe yTpo, X035I1MH, — HEMHOTO YIUBJIEHHO MO3I0POBAI-
cs1 6apcyK. — UTO-TO ThI CErOHS PaHO MOTHSICS.

— Hounast oxorta IByX JHEBHBIX CTOWT, — BECEJIO OTO3BAJICS
JIHC.

Bapcyk pasnoxui 3aBTpak Ha CTOJIE U JISTMKATHO OTOILIEN Ha
HECKOJIbKO I1IaroB. XO03sMH C 3aBUAHBIM amleTUTOM TOTYaC ke
NPUHSICS YIUIETaTh KOIMYEHOE MSICO.

— Oxora ObL1a ygauHas?

— O na!

— IIpukaxeib ocBexkeBaTh JOObIUY?

Bapcyk He moOusT 3TOro [efath, HO 3TO BXOIWIO B €ro 00s-
3aHHOCTU. TOJIbKO MHOTA, OYEHb PEIKO, XO35IMH CaM CBEXKeBaJl
NOMMAaHHYI0 100bIUY, €CJIi, KaK OH caM r'OBapuBaJl, OHAa TOrO CTO-
uia.

— [loka He HyKHO, — XOXOTHYJI JIUC.

Yro ke 310 3a J00b4a?

— Kakue 6ynyT ykazanus no noony ooena, Xo3siuH?

— IIpuroroBb-ka cerofgHsi YTo-HUOYAb 31akoe. — JIuc 3aaym-
YMBO MPOYEPTUIT B BO3IYXEe KPYTr KOMUEHBHIM MTUYBUM OKOPOY-
KOM. — JKapeHy1o OJIEHUHY.



— byner ucnonaeHo, Xo3suH.

JIvic 6BICTPO YMSUT HOXKY U BAPYT CIIPOCHIL:

— Kak nymaems, [Togrrpa, MOXeT, MHE CEMBIO 3aBECTH !

Bormpoc coBceM cOun 6apcyka ¢ TOJIKY, ¥ OH, BCET/1a TOTOBBIU
MOJJIAKHYTh, JaXe HE HAWIEJCSA, 4To OTBeTUTh. MHOrma Xo3sauH
JOOUJT pa30TKPOBEHHUYATHCS.

— IIpaBna, npuaETCs HEMHOIO PACIIMPUTB HOPY, — IPOIOJIKAT
Prokuii. — HyxHa Oyzet netckast KoMHata Jijist OyayIyX JIUCAT.
W otaenbHbIE TOKOU TSI MEHS, TJIe s MOT Obl pab0TaTh, ITOCKOJIb-
Ky JIETH BCErAa CO3/1al0T MHOIO IIIyMa.

— Kak ckaxernib, X035UH, — OTOIIEN OT CTynopa 0apcyk.

— A cabiman, y Peunsix XoaMoB nocenuiach Mojiofast Kpacu-
Bas ycuiia. Bo3moxHO, OHa cornacuaack Obl HA MOM YXaKMBa-
HUSI.

— Hecomuenno, Xo3suH!

— Ecnu Tonbko, — auiio Peokero HaxMypusock, — OHa He Mpo-
cIplana o Moém cinaboymHom opare Hemomice. K coxanenuio,
M3-32 HETO JIypHas CJlaBa O MOEW CEMbE paclpOCTPaHUIIACh J1a-
JIEKO 3a TpeJiesibl HAllero Jieca.

— Haxe Oynyuu c1ab0yMHBIM, Balll OpaT BCE paBHO OCTAaBAJICS
XHITHUKOM, 51 AyMalo, — 3aMeTUJ1 6apCyK, BCTIOMUHAS TYTOLYyM-
HOro BoJjika beoro.

— VBb1! Ckonbko MOM oTell He crapaiics, Hegonuc Tak u He
HAYUYWJICS OXOTUTBLCSA. 3a CBOIO HEJIONTYIO KU3Hb, @ YMEp OH eIl
JIMCEHKOM, OH He norMa gaxe Myxu. [lurtancs oH, Thl He IOBe-
pHILIb, BCIKUMU KOPEHbsIMU U TpaBamu. CoBceM Kak 3asil. [Jaxe



BCIIOMHHATD CTHITHO.

Bapcyk TakTyHO Mom4dasn. Xo341H OT HAIUIBIBIIMX BOCIIOMMU-
HAHWU MOTPYCTHEJI, BIIPOYEM, HEHAJIONTO.

— Ho Huuero, — cxxeBaB Ou€peIHON KYCOK Msica, JIMC BHOBb
3aynpiOascs. — 3a 3TO JIeTO 51 CTaHy Tak 3HAMEHWT, YTO BCE 3a-
OynyT He Tobko TIpo Hemonuca, HO 1 ipo camoro YepHoOypa.
CeronHs s nmouMa v Nocajnj B 3alYaTHUK MEPBOro 3aYOHKA.

Tak BOT Kakyo J0ObIYYy MPUHECTIa HOUHAs OXOTa.

— A CKOpO 3aiyaTr CTaHeT CTOJIbKO, YTO MHE JaXe MPUIETCS
HAHATb TOMOIIHUKOB!

— [NomomHMKOB?! — yIMBIEHHBIN BO3IJIAC BRIPBAJICS y Oapcy-
Ka ITOMHMMO €TI0 BOJIU.

Tak BOT Kakue MaciitaOHble Waer BelHammBajl Xossaud! U,
V151151 HA YBEPEHHOCTh, CKBO3MBIIIYIO B KAKIOM CJIOBE, B KakK/I0M
’KeCTe JIuca, TIOHEeBOJIe BEPUJIOCh: BCE Tak U OyJIeT.

— Jla, HECKOJTbKHMX IIaKaJIOB, a Takke 6apcykoB. CTapIiiM HaJ
makajgamu s nocrapmo benoro. [aBHbIM Haj Gapcykamu, cTa-
Hewb Tol, [logrupa. Bor yBunuius, bparctBo Peikero Jluca re-
perutionet bparctBo YepHoOypa, a MHoropyueiinsiii Jlec Hape-
KYT B 4eCcTb MeHsl PbixKosecheM.

XO035IMH OpPOCHJT U3TPHI3EHHYIO KOCTh B TAPEJIKY M, BCTaB W3-
3a CTOJIa, TOBOJIbHO MOTSHYJICS.

— Pa30Oyu MeHs K TIONy/HIO.

— Cnymatoch, X0351H.

Jluc, 3eBas, ymeén k cede B CHANBbHIO, OAPCYK Ke 3aHsICS Je-
namu. CHavasna, Kak OObIYHO, OH MPHOpPAJICSI B BEpXHEW 4acTH



HOPBI, a TIOTOM TIPUHSIJICS CTpAMNATh 00e]. 3akazaHHOe XO3sIH-
HOM OMI070 TpeOOBAJIO MPUJIMIHOTO BPEMEHH | JTydIlle TIOAroTo-
BUTH BCE 3apaHee. bapcyk pa3ker Ha KyxHe ovar, HaOMB JI0 OT-
ka3a gpoBamu. COeras B KJ1a/I0BYIO, OH IPUHEC KYCOK OJICHUHBI
Y HaTEP €ro CreluaabHO 3aCyIICHHBIMHU JIJIS1 3TOTO TPAaBaMHU.

Bapcyk nogoxaan, noka Jposa mporopAr A0 yriier, U TOJIbKO
MIOTOM Haca i MsICO Ha BepTeN M TMOCTaBWI B oudar. Ha KyxHe
CTaJI0O HEBBIHOCHMO KapKO, TIPUXOIUIIOCH TIOCTOSTHHO BBIXOMTH
XOTs1 Obl B KOPUJOP. YOEIUBIIUCH, YTO OJICHUHA HE OOYTIMBAET-
cs1, @ UMEHHO JXapuTcs, 0apCyK Mo3BOIMI cede OBICTPEHBKO CTO-
HSITh BHU3, YTOOBI IIEPEKYCUTh CAMOMY.

Tenepb TpeOOBAIOCH JIUIIL BPEMs OT BpeMEHH ITIOBOPAYUBATH
BepTeJ1, YTOOBI MsICO IIPOKAPUBAIOCH paBHOMepHO. Korma Msico
IIPUTOTOBIJIOCH, OAPCYK MOJIOXKIUI €ro, He pa3pe3asi, Ha OOJIbIIYIO
IJIMHSTHYIO TapeJiKy U TOCHITA CBEPXY CBEKUM 3eJIEHBIM JTYKOM,
32 KOTOPHIM TPUIILIOCH cOeraTh HaBepX. XO03s1H JIIOOWT BKYCHO
KyIIIaTh.

Bapcyk moH€c 01010 B TOCTUHYIO, HO OyJWTh Jiica He Tpu-
niock. ToT, BUIUMO, yKe caM MPOCHYJICS OT 3araxa jKapeHoro
Msica, Pa3JIeTeBIIerocs Mo Hope, TIOCKOJIbKY Cpa3y ke BBIIIEI U3
CBOEH CrajibHU, e1Ba OAPCYK MOCTABUJI TAPEJIKY Ha CTOM. Phikuii
Jluc ycencs 1, BHITalMB CBOM HOX, Ha4aJl pe3aTh MSICO.

— Kakue eme OynyT ykazanus, Xo3suH?

— Tak, — Ppokuii mpu3agymacs u faxe Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI
niepecTtas opyaoBaTh HoxoM. — [loka 51 o6enato, Habepu B OOJIb-
IIIOW TOPITIOK BOJIbI, HAPBU KOP3UHY MOJIOABIX BETOK OCHHBI U OT-



Hecu Bc€ 3To 3aiiYoHKY. [la cMOTpH, Bcerjga 3anupai 3a cooou
JBEPb 3ayaTHUKA !

W nuc Brpbi3cs 3y0amMu B HEXKHOE MsICO. XOTs1 X035IMH Ha HETO
yXke He cMOTpel1, 0apCyK KUBHYJ U, IPUXBATUB U3 KYXHH CBOIO
HEM3MEHHYIO KOP3UHY, MOAHsICS HaBepX. [IoOpoauB Mo CKIIoHY
XOJIMa, OH HapBaJl 3eJIEHBIX MOOETOB C OCHH M 3a0[HO MOMMa
1151 ce0s1 HECKOJIBKMX KYKOB, KOTOPBIX OE€PEKHO CIPATAT B CBOIO
TOpOYy.

Bepnysiice B HOpy, Oapcyk MpOINEN CHavalda Ha KyXHIO U
HATOJHII OOJBIION TJIMHSIHBIA TOPIIOK BOAOW M3 O0ukh. B3se
TOPUIOK B OJIHY PYKY, & KOP3UHY C IUIOIIKOW-CBETUJIBHUKOM — B
Apyryto, 6apcyk MoTonajl Ha HUKHUNA YPOBEHb HOPBI.

OTHOpOK, BEeyIIUA W3 HOPBI MPSIMUKOM B 3ailYaTHHK, Oap-
CYK 3aKOHYWJI PBITh TOJIBKO BY€pa IOCJIE yXO[a BOJIKA U IIIaKa-
na. Buepa ke oH moctaBui 1Bepb. YTOOB OTKPHITH ABEPH, Oap-
CYKy NPHILIIOCH [TOCTABUTh KOP3UHY U ILIOIKY Ha noi. HyxHo
HETIPEMEHHO CEeNaTh 371eCh 7151 yA0OCTBA HUIILY-TIOJIKY B CTEHE.

bapcyk cHAN nonepevyHylo najky, CIyKHBIIYIO 3alIOpOM, U
pacriaxHy;1 aBepb. Hopa sfipko ocBeTusiach, a XJIbIHYBIIANA BO3-
JyX TIOracuil CTaBILIUi yke Oecroyie3HbIM CBETUIIbHUK. bapcyk,
NO/IHSAB KOP3UHY, IIPOILIEN B 3aiYaTHUK U THIATEIBHO MPUKPBLI
3a coOoil nBepb. CHauasla OH HUKOTO HE yBU7EN, HO, MPHIJIS-
JEBILMCh, HAKOHEL! 3AMETWJI B JIaJIbHEM YIJIy, Y YAaCTOKOJA, ChE-
’KMBLIErocs 3a4oHKa. [IeHHNK He 1eBenuiIcs, JIMIIb Bpallal
azamMy. YBUzEB Oapcyka, 3aifYOHOK MCIYTaHHO YCTaBHWJICS Ha
HETO.



Bapcyk monomén noomke K 3aiYOHKY M MOCTaBWI Tiepen
HUM KOP3HMHY U T'OPUIOK C BOJOW. 3aMYOHOK HE CBOAWII IVIa3 C
noceTuTensa. bapcyk marHys Ha3aza v ckasad:

—DT0 efa U NUThE 1Sl TeOsl.

3aiiuOHOK He 11IeBeNIbHYIICA. bapcyk HeyBepeHHO MOTONTasCs
Ha MecTe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH ClIesall BCE, YTO eMy BeJies X034-
vH. bapcyk moBepHyJICSl M TIOYTH JIOLIEN JI0 IBEPEM, KaK YCIIbI-
11aJ1 32 CIIMHOM TUXUU HIENOT:

— ToI TOXE TUIEHHUK Poikero Jluca?

Bapcyk oOepHysncs. OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH BOIIPOCA OH JIaxe
pacrepsuics.

— [louemy xe cpasy MJIEHHUK. .. — MPOOOPMOTA OH.

— Tl TOXE 3anepT 37ech?

Bapcyk momorai roinoBor U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Ilouemy :xe Toraa Tl He cOeraeinb?!

Bapcyk moprayn. CTpaiiHo npeiacTtaBuTh, Kak paccepauTcs
XO03511H, €C/v OH BAPYT KyJaa-HuOyIb oTnyuutcs 6e3 cripoca. OH
Ja)ke HUKOIJIa U He AyMaJl, YTO MOKHO YUTH OT XO35IMHA. .. 3au-
YOHOK BBIKMAIONIE CMOTpEN Ha Hero, Ho 06apcyk He 3HaJ, 4To
OTBETUTbD.

3arsHyBIlIEeCs: MOJTYaHUE MPEPBAJ CKPUIl OTK PbIBAEMOM J1BE-
pu. Jlaxxe He 0OopaunBasich, 6apCyK y3HAI MOCTYITh BXOJSIIIETO
B 3aroH X035iIMHa. 3aiYOHOK MPUKAJICSI OOPATHO K YACTOKONY, U
0apcyK C HEKOTOPbIM OOJIErYeHUEM Pa3BEPHYIICS K JIUCY.

— A Bcé cnenan, Xo34...

Bapcyk omapaiiieHHO 3aMOJIK. 3a OIHYy KOPOTKYIO ¢pazy J10-



BOJIHOE BbIpa)KeHHE HA JIULIE JICA HEOKUIAHHO CMEHWJIOCH CHa-
yaJia yAuBJIeHHEM, a 3aTeM spocThio. CO CTpalllHBIM phIYaHUEM
mmc Opocuiicst Briepén. bapcyk ucimyraHHO BTSHYJT TOJIOBY B ILjIe-
YM, HO JIUC ITPOHECCS MUMO.

Yro-To nporcxoauio c3aau! bapcyk omisgHynca u He cpasy
MIOHSUI, YTO TBOpUTCs. B yacTokone 3usiia mpopexa, XOTs elne
MTHOBEHUE Ha3a]] BCE ObLIO B MOJTHOM mopsike. OiHO U3 6péBeH
CKOCOOOYMIIOCH, M B 0OPa30BaBILIEICs JbIpe TOpYal HE3HAKOMBbIiA
3aiiuOHOK ! VI OH 130 BCeX CUJI Maxall pyKamMu MOMMaHHOMY 3aii-
JOHKY. EIE 4yTh-4yTh — U yXke TOAHSBIIUICS TUICHHUK, CO00-
pas3uB, BHICKOUMJI Obl BOH, HO MOJACKOUYMBIIMIA Prikuii Jluc ycnen
ero cxBaruth. llles njueHHrKa rpOMKO XpyCTHYJIA B PyKax JiMca.

Bapcyk nopaHsi1 ra3a, HO HEM3BECTHBIM 3a Orpajoy 3aroHa
yxe ucues. Jluc, OpocuB Oe3:KM3HEHHOE TeJO 3aiTYOHKA, KIHYII-
¢ K yactokony. OTHaKO JIpIpa OKa3a1ach CJUIIKOM y3KOM, U X0-
3s11H 3acTpsil. OH Koe-Kak BblIe3 OOPATHO U, TSIKEJIO JIBIIIIA, 10-
BEPHYJICS K 0apCyKy.

Takoro pa3zbsapEHHOTO JHIa y X035iMHA OapCyKy BUJIETh eI
He TOBOJIMJIOCh. Besib Toro Harsiena tenepsb yxe He JorHath. [1o-
Ka BbIOEpelIbcs U3 HOPbl BKPYTOBYIO, 3afYOHOK OyNeT yxe Ja-
sexo. Ho Xo3guH 1 cam npekpacHO NOHMMAJI 3TO, & TOTOMY I0-
crapajics B3siTh ceOsl B pyKH, YTOOBI HE TIO/IIAThCS MIOPBIBY U HE
OpocUThCs B OECIOJIe3HYIO MOTOHIO.

— 4 y3Han TOro 3ai4oHKa, — MPOLIE/INI OH.

3HaunT, X0351H ero 00s3aTe/IbHO HAUIET B JIECY M ITOMMaeT.
Ho kak 3aii90HOK CMOT ITPOJIOMHUTH 4acTOKO? bapcyk mogomen



OmoKe 1 MoJIIeI IJIEYOM CKocHBITieecs: OpeBHO. OHO JIeTKO TOjI-
JaJI0Ch U CeJIo Ha MecTo B yacTokosne. Ho enBa 6apcyk oTmycTi
OpeBHO, Kak OHO CKOCHJIOCh OOpaTHO.

— D70 OPEBHO CIIMIIKOM KOPOTKOE, — CKa3al OapCyk.

— U 6e3 1ebst BUKYy!

— XpaOpbli 3aflY0HOK, Pa3 OCMETHIICS MOIOUTH. . .

JIuc pe3ko pas3BepHYyJICS M 3aKaTui eMy orJieyxy. B ronose
3a3BEHEJIO OT y/apa.

— [Mpunumars padoTy y 3TOro 6e10ro MOIeHHUKA HaIo ObLIO
TIIaTesnbHee, TyOnHa !

HaromuHate 0 TOM, YTO MPOBEPKOW OTCTPOEHHOrO 3aiiyar-
HUKa 3aHUMAJICS KaK pa3-Taku cam HeTepneauBblid Peikuii Jluc,
ceiiuac siBHO He cTomio. Eciu apyr Beien us cedsi, MpUXOaUTCs
TEepHETh.

— BunoBar, X0351H, — npuXkaB pyKy K OOJIbHOI IlIEKe, OITy-
CTHUJI TOJIOBY OapCyK.

— Bc€ npuxonutes aenath caMomy, — MpoBOpYAT JiC. — Yoe-
pu 100bIYY B KJIAJOBKY M Haiiagn MHe Banmabonky. M kak MOXHO
obicTpee!

— Cnymatoch, X0351H.

Prixuii Jluc ymeén ¢ ceoo komHary. bapcyk oTHéc B Ki1ajo-
BYIO YOUTOTO 3aifYOHKA M, BBIAIS U3 HOPHI, OTIIpaBUiICcs K bana-
6osike. Copoka MHOTa BBIMOJHSIA pa3HOOOpa3Hble MOPYYEHUS
Xo3suHa 3a HeGombloe Bo3HarpaxaeHue. OHa Kujia B Tyruie
OOJIBIIION OJIbXH, POCIIEH Ha BEPIIMHE TOTO K& XOJIMa, IJie Ha-
xoauitack Hopa Jinca. OJJHAKO 3acTaTh COPOKY JOMa MOTy4aaoch



OUYEHb PEJIKO.

[Momoiins k mepeBy, OapCyK MOCTyYall MO CTBOJTY MAJKOW U
KPUKHYJI:

— benoboka!

Bapcyk HaspiBan e€ banmabonkoil Tonmpko 3a r7a3a. MHaue
B30QJIMOIITHASI ITUIIA MOTJIa OOUJEThCS M HE TIOUTH K XO3s1HY.
A BUHOBATBHIM 32 HE UCTIOTHEHHOE MIOPYyYeHUE, KOHEYHO, OKa3aJI-
cs1 ObI OapCyK.

Kak 1 oxuganoch, COpoku joma He Obl10. YTOOB HE k/1aTh
BITYCTYI0, 0apCYK 3aHSUICS TTIOUCKOM TIOOJIM30CTH JKYKOB U TPaB.
JoOBIvy OH CKJIaJpIBaIl B TOPOY, KOTOPYIO BCEra HOCHJI C COOOIA.
VcxonuB BCIO MakyIIKy X0JMa BJOJIb U MOMEPEK U HaOpaB ¢ JTi0-
KHUHY KYKOB, OapCyK BEpHYJICSI K OJIbXE U CeJl MePedOXHYTh Ha
MOBAJICHHOE JIEPEBO. DJAK MOXHO LIEJbIM JEHb 3/1€Ch MTPOTOP-
YaTh, a BeJlb 3a Takoe Oe3/1e/1be X035 1H I10 TOJIOBKE He MOTJIa IHT.

— Ilpusert, nosocatslil! — NOCIBINIAIIOCH CBEPXY C BETBEU. —
Hukak meuns mineinn?

Haxkonen-to! bapcyk nogHsuics.

— Proxuit JIuc xouer te0s1 BUIETD.

— Hy, Poixuii 6e3 MeHs1 Kak 6e3 pyK, HIUero He MOXeT clie-
JIaTh!

Bapcyk He mooun mycroii 6ontoBHU. Huvero He oTBETUB, OH
3amarajl B CTOpPOHY HOPBI.

— 4 cabimana, ot auca cerofHs 1o0bua coexana? — mpoaon-
’KaJla TapaTOpUTh COPOKA, NepesieTast CJeJOM C BETKU Ha BETKY. —
Kakou-To 3aii40HOK ?



Bapcyk ycmexnysics. [Ituubst mouta paboTaeT ¢ nopa3ureib-
HOU OBICTPOTOM ¥ 3a9aCTyI0 BCE MEPEBOPAUYMBAET C HOT HA TOJIO-
By. XoT4... Henb3st ckazaThb, 4TO TOT 3aiMYOHOK He cOekal, IMyCTh
XO035IMH €ro HE U JIOBUJL.

— DT0 BCE BBIAYMKH, — OpOCHIT OAPCYK Ha XOY.

Bcio popory copoka InbiTanach BbIBEIATh, YTO IPOU3OLUIO Y
Poikero Jluca, HO 6Gapcyk Gombliie pra He pacKphIBajl 10 CaMOM
HOPBI.

— Ionoxkau 31€ech, — CKa3ajl OH BO3JI€ BXOAA U BOLIET BHYTPb.

— bupiok! — mocieanoce BCses OT HETOBOIBHOM COPOKH.

Porkuii JIuc cuaen 3a CBOUM CTOJIOM MpayHee Ty4YH.

— TeOs1 TOIbKO 32 CMEPTHIO MOChLIATh! — MPOBOPYAIT OH, BCKa-
kuBas. — Hameén copoky?

— Jla, X035uH.

JIuc 6pocuics k Beixody. bapcyk, oxugas ykasaHuii, nocre-
IIWJI cIeJoM. Bo3siie BXOIHOM ABEpH JIMC OCTAaHOBUIICS U HAPYXKY
YK€ BbILIEJI ME/IJICHHbIM CTETIEHHBIM I11arOM.

— 4 cnpimana, ot Teds cerogHs qoOkYa coexana? — cpasy Ha-
KMHYJIACh COPOKA.

Hu onuH MycKyn He IpOrHyJ1 Ha JIMLIE JIUca.

— Benoboka! — nmie OpesrnmBo nmomopiuics oH. — Korga
YK€ ThI IIEPECTAHEIIb BEPUTD BCAKUM HEJIETIBIM CITyXam?

— MHe Bopobeii [IpauyH ckazai, 4To CbIIIai OT COUMKH. . .

— benoboka, — MATKO mepeOuI1 JIUC, — XOYelllb 3aloNyduTh
MBILLIMHYIO HIKYPKY?

['naza copoku cpasy 3aropesnmuch, HO BCE € OHA 3asBUJIA:



— MeHbllle 4yem Ha J1B€ LIKYPKU s HE corlacHa!

— Xanb, — muc caenan paccTpoeHHOE JIULO, — Y MEHS TOJIbKO
OJIHA IIKYpPKA. ..

Bbi1o BuiHO, 4To copoka Kosebnercs. OHa sSIBHO NOj103peBa-
JIa, YTO JIMC €€ 0OOMaHbIBaeT. B KiIagoBKe U B caMOM JieJie BaJIs-
JIOCh HECKOJIBKO CTapBIX MBIIIMHBIX IKYPOK, IO TOTO OOJIE3IbIX,
4TO 0apCyK HeJIoyMeBas, 0T4ero X03sIMH UX JIaBHO HE BHIKUHYIL.

— [Ipunércs, HaBepHOE, 0OpaTUTHCSA K TOHKOHOTOM, — JIUC Jie-
MOHCTPATUBHO TMOBEPHYJICS K 0apCyKy, Kak Obl TOTOBSICH JIaTh
yKa3zaHue

— Xa! — He BbIIepXkasa copoka. — ta Oe3/1apHast BOPOHa Mpo-
BaUT Tede BcE nopyyenue! Jlydilie MeHs1 HUKTO He clieiaer.

[lomayach BCE-TakM Ha XUTPOCTh XO3AMHA. bapcyk OTBEN
B3IJISI] B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI IPOCTOMyITHASI banaboiika He 3aMeTH-
JIa ero YJbIOKH.

— 3HauuT, THI coriacHa?

— Tak u ObITh, Poikuii Jluc, — MaxHyna KpbUIOM COpOKa. —
ComacHa. A TO cOBCEM MPONAJEIIb C ITOM BOPOHOM. . .

— 41 3HaJ1, 4TO Ha TEOSI MOXKHO IOJIOKUTHCSA, Beodoka, — Mu-
JIOCTMBO 3aMETWJI JIUC Y TPOIOJIKUI YKE JEJIOBBIM TOHOM. —
Haiign MHe 3aii4yOHKa, KOTOPBIM COCTOUT B yueHUKax y Craporo
3anna.

— 4 ero yxe naBHO He Bujena y Ctaporo 3auna.

— 3Halo, — oTMaxHyJcs juc. — Haiinu MHue ero.

— Tak 310 OH OT TebOs1 cOexan?! — HEOKUIAHHO COOOpa3mIa
NTUILIA.



B stoT pa3 XozsuH ene cnepxaicsa. ITo ObUIO SICHO U 10 €ro
B3IJIALY, Y TIO €0 CXKABIIUMCS KyJIaKaM.

— Ja ver xe, Benoboka, — rosoc nvca ocrayicst poBHbIM. — Hu-
KOTJIa TAKOTO He ObLJI0, M HUKOT/1a Takoro He Oyaet. [lotopomnuchk,
€CJIM XOYelllb TIOIY4YUTh CBOIO IIKYPKY.

Poroxun Jluc pasBepHysics U, XJIONHYB ABEPBIO, UCUE3 B HOPE.
YroObl n30eKaTh HA30MIMBBIX BOIIPOCOB COPOKHU, OAPCYK TOXKE
nocremui 3a X0o3dMHOM. XOTsI U TaM €ro HaBEpPHSKA HE OXKHU-
JaJI0 HUYEro Xopoiero. 3pst Xo3sMH 00paTHIICS K STOW TITyTOH
ntuie. OHa Ternepb 1o BCEMY JIECY paCTPE3BOHUT, YTO OT Phixke-
ro Jluca coesxan yuenuk Craporo 3aiiiia. XoTs1 COpoKa BCE paB-
HO ObI BCE pa30onTaia — oHa u3BecTHas Oanadosnka. .. Jlyurie yx
TaK, YeM CaMOMYy pbICKaTh MO BCEMY JIECY U UCKATh KaKOro-TO
TaM 3alYOHKa.

bapcyk 3ak€r cBeTUIBHMK U MPOLIEN B TOCTUHYIO, rae Jluc
XOIWJI U3 yIJIa B YTOJl.

— Kakwue OynyT ykazanus, Xo3siMH? — TUXO CIIPOCHIT OAPCYK.

JIuc ocraHOBMIICA M XMYPO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO.

— [TounHM YacTOKOJ U OCBEXKEBAI MOCIEAHION T00bIYY.

— Xopouo, X0351H.

Bapcyk HanpaBwiics K ABEPH.

— 3alvyaTHUK NOATOTOBb K CETONHAIIHEMY Beuepy, — CJIOBa
Ji1ca JIorHajM 6apcyka Ha opore KOMHAThl.

— byner caenano, Xo3sauH.

Bapcyk criycTuics Ha ypOBEHb HUKE Y CHaYaJIa 3allEN B CBOIO
KaMODKY, I'/lc HAaHMN3aJ1 Ha BEPEBKY BCEX MOVMAHHBIX 32 CETOAHSA



xykoB. [Ipoiiisi B 3aiiuaTHUK, OapCyK HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl pac-
CMaTpHBaJ JbIpy B CTeHe. B mamsaT BCIUTBUIA BOTUBSI TOCTIO-
BUIIA: He youTas noOkrya Beerna coeraer. bapcyk mpoBeput Ha
IIPOYHOCTh BeCh YacTOKONI. OcTanbHble KOJbsi ObLIM BPBITHI Ha
COBECTb.

Bapcyk BepHyncst B abipe. UToOBI pacmiataTh 3T0 OpeBHO,
HY)KHO OBUIO 3HaTh, YTO MMEHHO OHO KOopoTkoe. Ho kak 310
y3HQJI TOT CMeblid 3aiidoHOK? CTpaHHO ObUIO OBl MPEAIoso-
KWTb, YTO OH IMPOOOBAT HA KPEIOCTh Kaxj10e OpeBHO. Vmm 4to
OH CHJEJI TIe-TO MOOIM30CTH U HAOMIOAAIT 32 BOJIKOM U IITAaKaJIOM
BO BpeMs1 UX padOTHI. ..

3araaka. bapcyk mokavas royioBoil v, MOJHSBIIUCH HaBEpX,
TIOZIOMIEN K 3aYaTHUKY CHAPYKH. UTOOBI 3aKPHITh IBIPY, TPEOO-
BaJIOCh HOBOE, OoJiee TMHHOE, OpeBHO. Bee mogxonsiue aepe-
Bbsl OJIN3 3aliYaTHHUKA yXke ObUIM TMOBaJIeHbl XUITHUKaMU. [1pu-
IIJIOCh UCKaTh HEMHOTO 1001 Jb.

Bapcyk HapouHO BBIOPAJ IEPEeBO BHIIIIE 11O CKJIOHY OT 3aivar-
HUKA, YTOOBI TTOTOM Jierdye ObUIO TaluTh OpeBHO 1mof ropy. OH
oOMazaj IJIMHOW CTBOJ AepeBa M Pa3kKer BOKPYT HEro KOCTEP.
OrTcioz1a 3aifluaTHUK MPOCMATPUBAJICS KaK Ha JIAIOHHU, U Oapcyk
yBugen Pookero Jluca, TmaTtenbHO pasriisibIBAIONIETO JIBIPY B
crere. Iloxoxe, Xo3sA1Ha 3a1aBaJICA TEMU K€ BOIIPOCAMU, YTO
U cam Oapcyk. BoT TObKO HaBepHsIKa y XUTPOTO JIUCA YKE €CTh
BCE OTBETHI. ...

YroOb1 X031H He TIOIyMaJ, YTO 32 HUM MO IBIBAIOT, Oap-
CYK OTBEpHYJICA M 3aHAJICA KOcTpoM. Bekope Xo3sauH CKpbuI-



cs1 B Hope. Bapcyk crycTuiicst K 3aiiuaTHUKY U, TIOKa OrOHb Jie-
JIaJT CBOI0 PadoTy, BBIKOMAM U3 YACTOKOJA 3JIOMOIYYHOE KOPOT-
koe OpeBHO. [1oAroToBMB MecTO /17151 HOBOTO KOJa, OapcykK Mof-
HsUJICSI OOpaTHO.

Koria iepeBo BHITOpENIO JIOCTAaTOYHO, OAPCYK MOBAJIUI €ro
POTaTHHOW M PA3KET MO CTBOJIOM BTOPOW KOCTED, YTOOBI OT/Ie-
JIMTh HEHYKHYI0 KPoHY. CaMbIM TSIKENBIM OBLIO I0TAIUTH OpeB-
HO JIO 3aiiYaTHUKA. BapcyK HECKOJIBKO pa3 OCTaHABJIMBAJICS, UTO-
ObI TIEpEBECTH TIyX.

Vxe Beyepesnio. BpeiB OpeBHO Ha MecTO, OapCyK XOPOIIEHBKO
YTONTAJ 3eMJIIO CHAPYKH, & 3aTeM MTPOIIET B HOPY U CIETIAl TO XKe
caMoe M3HYTpU. 3aKOHYMB, OH CleJIal miar Ha3aj. Kpernkuii ya-
CTOKOJI Oe3 Opely HeOKUIaHHO BBI3bIBAJI OecriokoicTBO. CTano
HeyloTHO. HeBOJIbHO BCIOMHWIIMCH CIIOBA 3aifYOHKA, U OapCyK,
HE y/IepKaBII¥Ch, OTJISTHYJICS Yepes TUIeUo: He 3arepTa Jiv 1BEph?
JBepb Obl1a OTKPBITA HACTEXKb, U OAPCYK TIOMOTAJ FOJIOBOM, UTO-
Obl OTOTHATH HETIPUSITHBIE MbICIU. OH He TUICHHUK ¥ MOXET yi-
TH, KaK TOJIbKO 3axoueT. OH 37ech paay CBOETO JIpyra.



I'naBa 7. B 0era

B kycrax mepen cambiM 3astubriMm Bexonvbem Kpomnmk Ha-
TKHYJICSI HA TPOMX TIepenyraHHbIX 3aiuaT. TsKKue MbICu, My-
YMBILIME €r0 BCIO AOPOTY, Pa30M BbUIETEIM U3 ToJ10Bbl. HekoTto-
poe BpeMsl 3aifyata ucrmyraHHo cmotpenu Ha Kpommka, a oH —
Ha HUX.

— Yro ciyuninock? — HakoHel cpocuit Kponuk.

3aityara cOMBYMBO 3200pMOTAITH, TIepeOrBasi APyT Apyra.

— 31ech BOJIK. ..

— ...€eIe IIaKal. ..

— ...ObUTH TaM. ..

BHyTpu BCE mOX0JI011€710 OT He0OPOTo MPEeTIyBCTBUSI.

—T'ne?!

— Tam, — camblii XyJIOW ¥ CaMbI¥l CTApIINI U3 3aidYaT — O Mpo-
3putly lllenka — MaxHys B CTOpOHY XOJIMa.

Kponuk octopoxHO BBIISIHYA U3 3apocieil. OTciona, CHU3Y
MOXHO OBUIO pa3iisIeTh TONBKO CKJIOH XOJIMa U Kpaii OepE3oBoi
pomu. Camasi BepiivHa, re pacnonaraiock xkuuiie Ctaporo
3aiiia, He pocMarpuBaiack. Berep, AyBIIUi ¢ X0IMa, IPUHO-
CHJI TOJIBKO 3arax JbIMa.

— XMITHUKY BCE elé TaM?

— OnHu ynum eme yTpoM, — OTBETHII JPYrou 3ail4oHOK, Be-
cenpyak. Ceifuac oH ObUT caM Ha ce0s1 He TOXOX — IPYCTHBIH, C
BBITAPALLICHHBIMH OT CTpaxa IJla3aMH.



— C Tex nop Tya KTo-HUOYIb MOAHUMAIICS?

Becenpuak momMoTas rojoBou.

— 3aaupa Hory nopanui, — nooasun Illenka, — a Mb1 6ouMcst
WATU TYIA. ..

Kponuk Tonpko ceityac 3ameTusi, 4yTo y 3auphl M0J pyKOil,
KOTOPOW OH MPUIEPKUBAJT TOJIEHb, BUAHEJICS JIUCT MOJOPOKHU-
Ka c 3anékmiercsi Kpoeblo. Kpommk cHoBa BcMoTpesicst B Oepé-
3bl Ha BepirHe. CTpaiirHo ObUIO He TO, YTO Ha XOJIMe MOObIBAIN
xuiHukHY. Ilyrana nenssectnocts. Yo tam ciyuminocs co Cra-
pbiM 3annem? Ctapuk yBEpPsUI, YTO €TI0 KWIHUILE MO, BATyHaMU
HerprcTynHO. OTHAKO, OH e caM rOBOpHJI, uTo Prikuii Jluc 6e3
TpyZa MPOHUK Obl MPU KENAHUU BHYTPb. ..

Czagu nonéccs mopox. Kponmuk odepuyncs. K komnanuu B
KyCTax MPUCOEIUHUIICS €€ OMH 3aNYOHOK, JIoBkuii. Bce oHn
Moutya cMotpenu Ha Kponuka. [loxoxe, Tenepb Bce k/1aiu Jajib-
Helmmx aenictBui ot Hero. Kak ot yuenuka Craporo 3aina.

Kponuk BeIAOXHY U PEIIMTENBHO OTONAJ BBEPX IO CKJIOHY.
CrynuB B OepE30ByI0 poIily, OH 3aMetu aru. Cepiiie KoJo-
THJIOCh TaK, YTO HOPOBUJIO BHIIPBITHYTh U3 Ipyu. Poira Bcst ObI-
JIa MCTIeNIpeHa crielaMu XUIIHUKOB. OKOJIO MOBaJIeHHOM Oepé3bl,
e ooun cunetb CTapblii 3asll, JHIMIIOCH OOJBIIOE KOCTPH-
nie. [Toxoxe, XMIHUKHY 3/1€Ch CUIIENH TOBOJIBHO JOJTO.

Kwnuine craprika HaXOAWIOCh BCETO JIMIIb B JIECSATKE 1IaroB,
OJIHAKO MPEeoJI0eTh UX ObUIO He TaK-To Mpocto. Horu Gyaro npu-
pOCIIHU K 3eMJIE.

— Henymika. .. — Tuxo no3san Kpomnuk, HO rojoc coppajcs.



CrnotHyB, 3allYOHOK C yCUIMEM czenan napy maros. Ha Be-
PEBKax, HATSAHYTBIX MEXIYy BaJlyHaMH, KaKk BCerja CyLINJIMCh
TpaBbl. Yepe3 mmienb MexAy BaJlyHaMH MOKa3aJlach KOCTPOBas
sama. OHa Jaxke He AbIMWIACh: OTOHb B HEeW JaBHO morac. Pagom
OIMHOKO BaJIsIach XOJIIOBast Topoa, ¢ Kotopor Crapbiid 3asiit
HUKOra He paccraBaics. Cepaue EKHYIIO.

[loponns, Kpomuk npose3 BHyTpb kuimina. Ha mnepsbiid
B3[JISA]L, C TEX MOP, KaK 3aiYOHOK YIIEN OTCI0[Ia, HUYETrO HE U3Me-
HUJIOCH. TOJIBKO MOBCIOY CUJIbHBIM 3arax XUITHUKOB U HET JOMa
camoro xo3arHa. CaMM KaMHU CABUHYTb HE TOJ1 CUJTY JaXe MeJl-
BEIO, a LM MEXAY BaJlyHaMH U B CAaMOM JIeJIe JOBOJIBHO Y3-
kue. Eciu Tonbko Kakoi-HUOYIb OUeHb XUTPBIN XUIIHKUK, BPOJIe
Prixero Jluca, He HaiiEéT cnoco6a. Mnu kakoi-HUOyIb MajieHb-
KUU U TIIEAYIIHBIM XUITHUK HE BTUCHETCS MEXKJY KaMHSMM. . .

Menkwuii! Tofbko 3TOT mIakaia cMor Obl MPOJIE3Th BHYTPh U
CXBaTUTh cTapuka. Kponuk GeccriibHO OIMyCTUsICS Ha 3eMITI0, U
r71a3a HarmoJHWIKCH cne3aMu. OH He ycres Aake TOJIKOM IOro-
BOPUTH C YYUTEJIEM IOCJIE CBOETO TPYCIUBOro yxona. CTonbko
XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCHUTh, CTOJILKO HYXKHO OBUIO Y3HAaTh, CTOJIBKO pac-
CKa3aTbh CaMOMY ...

Crapsiii 3as1 He crpammics cmeptd. OH OosyICs JHIb TO-
IO, 4TO HE YCIIEET MEePEeAATh CBOU 3HAHUSA U 4TO 3assunii CBUTOK
nonajaer B pykHu XUIIHUKOB... CButok! Kponuk coBcem 3a0bu1
o HEM. OH Opocuiics K TaWHUKY U, I0CTaB OTTYIa CBEPTOK, APO-
KAMMU pyKam# pa3BepHy. ero. 3asunii CBUTOK BMecTe ¢ Hc-
neuTebHBIM CBUTKOM OBUTH Ha MECTe.



CHapyxu nocnpiuaics mym. CmaxayB cné€ssl, Kponuk nopu-
HsJI IJ1a3a ¥ YBUIEIT BO3JIE BAJIYHOB 3aituar. Bcé-Taku oHr Habpa-
JIMCh XpaOPOCTH MOAHATHCS 32 HUM crieloM. OHM GecripecTaHHO
Npsi/iajiv yIIaMy YU UCIYTaHHO OIJISIIBIBAJIUCH, HO 3aiTU BHYTPb
He pemanuch. Kposuk BhIlIeNT K HUM CaM.

Hewmoii Bompoc B I71a3ax 3aivar ObUT TOHSATEH 0e3 BCAKUX
CJIOB.

— Crapblil 3as11 yIIEN Ty/a, OTKY/1a HE BO3BPALIAIOTCS, — TUXO
ckazan Kpomnuk.

Bce 3aifuara ommapamieHHO 3acThuii. Becenpuak 0e33BYy4YHO
3arJIaKail.

Kpomnuk xoten cMaxHyTh cje3y, HO OOHapyKuJI, YTO BCE ele
JEPXKUT B pyKe CBUTKU. 3allYOHOK Mapy MIHOBEHUI CMOTpET Ha
pacruibIBaloIyecs B ra3ax OyKBbl. BOT u BCE, 4TO OCTANOCh OT
Crapna. ..

— Y0 ke Teneppb Aenarh? — pacrepssHHo rpodopmoran len-
Ka.

XOTs OH HU K KOMY He oOparaics, Kponvk ayBcTBOBaI, 4To
BCE XAYT OTBETa MMEHHO OT Hero. Ho Kponuk He 3Hail, 4to cka-
3aTh, JIMIIb MOTYA yOpas B CBOM MelIoK 00a cBUTKa. Herpomko
OXHYJI1 3a11pa, HEJIOBKO MOIBITABIIUNACS MOMPABUTh JIUCT MOJI0-
POKHHMKA Ha paHe.

Tonbko certuyac Kponvk BCOMHWII ITPO paHEHOTO TOBAPHUILA.
OH nogoméen Kk 3aaupe U, OTBEAS €ro PyKy B CTOPOHY, INISIHYJ
Ha paHy.

— D710 r1e Tebs TaK yropasauio?



— B Kamenucrom OBpare canuics.

JIuct nopopokHUKA yke ycres MPUCOXHYTh K paHe.

— Hazio npoMsITs.

Kponuk BblHEC U3 KUIUILA YUUTENS YallKy 711 BOIBI U TOp-
mouek ¢ mMaszblo. HabGpaB Bojibl M3 pydbsi, OH MPOMBLT PaHy U
OCTOPOKHO OTO/IPaJT TIONOPOKHUK. 3aaMpa, C:KaB 3yObl, TEPIIEL.
Kponuk HaH€c Ha paHy Ma3b M 3aBA3aJ1 HOTY TUIATKOM CaMOTO
MOCTPAJABILETO.

— HyxHo Ma3arb Kax/plii JeHb. VI moMeHblle XOAUTh B IEPBOE
BpeMsl.

— Cnacu6o. ..

Ho 3amupy pe3ko o0opBai 4eil-To TPOMKHUI TOJI0C, pa3/aB-
HIMICS OTKYJA-TO CBEPXY:

— Bot Benp Oena kakast MpUKJTIOYHAIIACK!

3aiiuata OT HEO)KUJAHHOCTU UCIYTaHHO B3POTHYJIU, HO 3TO
OKazaslach BCero Juiib copoka bamabonka. OHa criopxHyna ¢
BETBEN Ha OJJUH U3 MHOTOUUC/IEHHBIX KAMHEN.

— ThI 3HaeIIb, YTO 3[ECh CAYUUIIOCh? — cripocuit Kposuk.

Beputb copoke, KOHEUHO, TIOC/IE/IHEee JIEN0, OJJHAKO CIIPOCUTD
ObLIO OOJIbIlIE HE Yy KOro. ABOCh YIACTCsl OTJIMYUTH MpaBay OT
BBIMBICJIA.

— KoneuHo, 3Hai0! — 3akaTuB 11a3a, BOCKJIMKHYJIA COPOKA. —
XoThb 51 cama 37iech U He Obl1a, HO OT CUHUIBI HeBennuky u Tps-
cory3ku TapaTopku 3Haw Bc€, Kak OyITO BHeIa COOCTBEHHbI-
MU razamu. Bosk Besnbiid 1 makan Menkuid, mpoxofist BBEUepy
MUMO 3astubero Bexonmbs, yrisaenu oronék kocrtpa Ctapuka u



3aBepHY/IM Ha Hero. Crapblid 3asii] HaJesyIcsl HA CBOM KaMHHU, U
OHM Bcer/a ero crnacaiav. Ho B 3TOT pa3 OHM He yCTOSIIM POTHUB
MOTY4Yero BOJIKA.

— Kamnu Bpoge crosat Ha mecte, — 3ameTni1 Kposuk.

— A BOJIK NIOIHSUT OOUH U3 KaMHEU, BOT 3TOT BOT — HUYYTh
HE CMYTHBIIINCh, yKa3ajia COPOKa KPbLIOM Ha ONMKafIINiA BaTyH
KUIUIIA, — U TIOTOM OOpaTHO MOCTaBWI. TOJBKO YTPOM BOJIK C
IaKaJIOM OKMHYJIM 3asybe Bexonmbe. Bor tak u He crasno Cra-
poro 3aiiiia.

Becenpbuak BexmmnHys, HO Kponuk u ocrabHbIE HE TTPOPO-
HWIN HY C/ie3uHKU. [11akaTh B IPUCYTCTBUM COPOKU TTOYEMY-TO
Ka3aJI0Ch 3a30pHbBIM.

— Kro xe Teneps Oyner Bcex ucnensats BMecto Ctaporo 3aii-
1a? — He yHuMasiach banadorka.

Kponuk npomomyan. Koneuno, on yuenuk Craporo 3aina, a
tertiepb Ctapeiii a1 norund. OgHAKO, OCTaBaThCS 3[1ECh Bpaye-
BaTh OH HE MOT, JJaKe €CJIU Obl 3aX0TeJl.

— Kponuk, ko *e eme! — orsernn 3aaupa.

— Ternieps ThI uTO JT1 BMecTo CTaporo 3aiiia Oy/ielib Bcex Jie-
YUTh? — COPOKa NOBepHYJIach K Kponuky.

— He 3Harw.

['oBopuT mpaBny, Aa eme npu bamadonke, He XOTENOCh.

— U Gygenib 31eCh XUTH?

— HasepHoe, — noxaun miedyamu Kposuk.

— A THI yXke paccKazasi BceM, Kak cOexas oT camoro Peikero
JIuca?



Otkyna Banabonka tak ObIcTpo mpo3Haa mpo 31o? 3aivyara
NOTPACEHHO ycTaBWiMCh Ha Kpomuka, a Kponuk yauBiéHHO n
HEMHOI'O CEPAMTO BO33PUJICA HA NTULYy. BcrmioMuHaTh 0 TOM City-
Yyae COBCEM He XOTeJoch. SIpocTHbIi ockail Peikero Jluca o cux
nop crosin nepeq rnazamu. Copoka ke BCsi CBETHIIACh, J1I0BOJIb-
Has OT NPOU3BENEHHOTO €10 3PeKTa.

— Pooxwmit JIuc mens e o, — OypkHyn Kponuk.

— Twi cHexan ot Peokero Jluca?! — nepecnipocu Ilenka.

Kponuk HEXOTs1 KUBHYIIL.

— Pacckaxu, pacckaxu! — HAKMHYJIMCh HAa HETO 3ai4aTta, Jaxe
paHeHblid 3aupa MOABUHYJICS OJIMKe.

Kponuk paxe He MpencTaBisi, Kak €My OTBEPTETbCS OT
HENPUATHOTO MOBECTBOBAHUSI, HO TYT HEOXXUJAHHO BbIpYYMJIa
COpOKa.

— Pookuit Jluc noiiman Kponuka, — cama Hadana pacckasbl-
BaTh COPOKA, — ¥ MOCAIWI B KJIETKY, CIENIAHHYIO U3 TOJICTEHHbIX
OpéneH.

Kpomuk, koHeuHo, npenmonaran, 4ro bamadbonka Oyner mpu-
BUpATh.

— Jluc MeHs He JIOBUJI, — 3aMETUJI OH.

Ho copoka Taparopuia Tak ObICTPO U YBJIEUEHHO, YTO Ha CJIO-
Ba Kpommka HUKTO maxe He 0OpaTii BHUMAHUS.

— Bonk benwiii 1 makan Mejkuid BOT TOJBKO HEJABHO CMa-
crepwiiv 3Ty camylo kietky. Ho Kponuk — Bbl He nosepure! —
pasyioMast oiHO OPEBHO B YACTOKOJIE U yOekan uepe3 apipy. Mo-
KeTe ceOe MPeNICTaBUTh, Kak ceivac 301 Peikuit Jluc! OH ciioB-



HO COTHSI OJIeHeW BeCHOM, pBET U MedeT! OH KIISHETCS, 4TO He
YCHOKOMTCS, TIOKA He IorMaeT 3toro Kposka u He pa3opBeT Ha
MEJIKME KYCOUKH !

Kponuk u 6e3 copoku MOHUMA, Kakasi OMacHOCTb I'PO3UT €ro
*u3HU. Haskmi oH cebe cMepTesbHOro Bpara He 1o BO3pacTy.
OpHako cOpoKa 3aCTaBWiIa €ro IpU3alyMaTbCs: BCIIOMHWIOCH
npenynpexaenue Craporo 3aina.

— To1 Buzena Poixero Jluca? — ocropoxso cnpocun Kpomuk.

— Koneuno! — ¢ :xxapom oreermia copoka. — OH caMm MHe BCE
v noenan! Benp s e BCE Mo mpasje pacckazaia?

ComHenwmit He ocTajnochk — banadonky nopocnan Peokuii Jluc.

— a, — cxurpust Kponuk, — Bc€ ObUIO Tak, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIIb.

— Bo-or! — Copoka, ropio nogdoyeHnIach. — A TO BCAKUE
37IbIe SI3BIKH YBEPSIOT, YTO 51 OyATO OBl HEIIAJHO BpY.

HyxHo yxoquts. Kak MOkHO ObIcTpee M Kak MOXHO JaJiblIle.

— A Kax Tbl yacTokos paznomain? — cnpocui Hlenka.

— OnuH U3 KOJbeB ObUT TaK TUIOXO BKOIAH, YTO MOBAJIUIICS
Jake OT MOMX YCUJIUH.

— Hekorza MHe ¢ Bamu, He BCe €ILE 3HAIOT 3Ty YAUBUTEIbHYIO
BecTh. — Copoka B3MaxHyJa ObLJIO KPbUIbSIMU, YTOOBI B3JIETETD,
HO BJIPYT 0OepHyJack. — Tak Thl, 3HAUUT, 3aMecto Craporo 3aii-
1a OyJenib 3/1eCh KUTh?

— Ha, — kuBHy:1 Kponmuk. — YV Poerkero Jluca He XBaTtut cui
NepeABUHYTh 3TU KaMHU U BJIe3Th B kuniie Ctaporo 3aiua.

JloK TaBIIMCh, KOT/Ia COPOKa CKpbUIach U3 BUy, Kposuk non-
HSUICS Y TIPOTSIHYJI TOPIIOYEK ¢ Masbio 3aaupe. Pemmenne 6110



npuHATO. [ToKoMebaBIMCh HECKOJIBKO MrHOBeHMI, Kpomk pe-
IIIAJT HE PACCKa3bIBaTh CAMOTO YKAaCHOTO, YTOOBI Yepecuyp He Ha-
Iyrarb 3anyar.

— DT0 BCE NTUYBbU BECTU — CKa3as OH. — Bc€ ObLIo coBceM He
tak. Ha camom pene, Pookuit Jluc noiiMan u nocaguil B KJIETKY
beicTponororo. ..

— beictponororo?! — axnyn Illenka. — Ho xak Peixuin Jluc
cymen ero noiimath? OH xe OeraeT ObICTpee BCex Hac. ..

— [Ipexne yem O6exath, HY)KHO AyMarTh.

— Iloka Oynenis pa3aymbIBaTh, TeOsI yKe CXBATAT, — OypKHYJ
IMlenxka.

Kponuk B310XHY/. EllIE HECKOMBKO JIHEW Ha3aJ OH U caM B
9TO He BepwJl. Bapyr oOpemnu siCHOCTh 3arafilouHble HEKOT/a CJIo-
Ba Craporo 3auua: Hejab3s HUKOTO HayYUTh, MOXKHO TOJIBKO Ha-
yUuThCs camoMy. Tak uTo crioputh ceiiyac 6e3 TOJKy, /1a 1 Bpe-
MEHHM HET.

— Pookuii Jluc uznoBust BeICTpOHOroro Houbl0. YTpoM, yBU-
neB BrICTpOHOroro B KJIETKe, 51 XOTeJN MOMOYb eMy cOexXaThb ue-
pe3 AbIpy B yacTokose, Ho He ycnen. [lossuncs Pookuid Jluc u
CBEpPHYJI IUIEHHUKY 111e10. M Teneps 51 cran cMepTeIbHbIM Bparom
Porkero Jluca.

Becenpuak oxHys1. 3aiiyaTa UCIyTaHHO NEPEITIAHYIINCS.

— Ho 4ro 1bI 1enan Bosie Hopel Porkero Jlnca? — yauBIEHHO
crpocui Illenka.

— 4 Tam okazancs cinyvaitHo, — orBeTus1 Kposnuk.

[ToTomy uTO MyasCcs Kyaa rmomnajo, He Aymasi, JOOABIIT OH PO



ceOsl.

— Hapo paso6erarbcsi, Bedepom ciona 3asButcst Peoxuit Jluc.

— Ho Tl e roBOpuJI, YTO OH HE CMOKET MPOJIE3Th. . .

— Pooxwmii JIuc cymeert, — nepedun Becenbuaka Kponuk.

3aiiuaTta MOBCKAKMBAJIM C MECT U TOPOIUIMBO MOIMPOIIAIUCH
Jpyr ¢ apyrom. 3aaupa ¢ nomouibio lllenku HanpaBwics B O0HY
cTopoHy, Becenbyak — B pyryio, a JIoBkuid — B TpeThio. UYepes
HECKOJIbKO Imaros, Illenka obepHycs.

— Korpa BepHEIbess 06paTHO? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— He 3Ha10, — orBeTii1 Kposuk.

OH naske He 3HaJI, BEpHETCS JIM BOOOIIe Koraa-HuOyapb. [1ler-
Ka HEMHOI'O [IOMOJTYaJ.

— Tol cTaHOBUIIIBCS TAKUM kK€ MYIpbIM, Kak Ctapblid 3asi.

Kpomnuk rpycTHO yiBIOHYICSA, HO pa3yOexaarh ero He CTal
Korpa 3aituara ck peuinch o xonmoM, Kponuk 3adpaiicst oopar-
HO ME€X/ly BaJIyHaMU U B MOCJIEHUI pa3 OKUHYJ B3IVIAAOM KHU-
suiie Crapua, crasiiee 11 Hero poaHbiM. CyIIMBIIMECS TPABBI,
LIMHOBKY Ha 3eMJIe, AMY JJIs KocTpa. be3 Xo3s1Ha BCE BIIIISIE-
JIO TAKUM 320pOIIIEHHBIM Y CUPOTIUBBIM.

X, IefyliKa, He Hy’KHO ObLJIO TeOe 3aKUraTh OrHsl 10 Hoyam!
Onate HaBepHyaUCh cl€3bl. He cymen y4eHMK nepeHsATh My[-
POCTh yumTelist — cTpyciil. [la Tonbko ceiiuac 06 5TOM rOBOPUTH
yXke TI03[THO, HY’KHO TIOCTapaThCsi XOTsI Obl CBUTOK yOepeub OT
PYK XMITHUKOB. KpoJMK 3arssiHyJ B MEIIOK, YTOObI JIMIITHUMA pa3
yOeUThCS, UTO IparolieHHast pyKOITUCh Ha MECTe, U 3aKUHYJI €0
Ha TUICYM.



OH yxe coOpaJicsi yXOAUTh, KaK €ro MoCceTu/Ia HeOXKUIaHHAasI
MBICJTb. YTOOBI KUJIHIIEC HE BHITJISAACIO MyCThIM, Kposuk ciiokut
B YTOJIOK MyYKH CYIIMBIIUXCS TPaB, CHSIB C BEPEBOK, MTPUKPBLIT
UX IIMHOBKOW U MOJIOKWIT PSBIIIKOM CTApPUKOBCKYIO TOpOy. Co
CTOPOHBI Ka3aJI0Ch, OY/ITO KTO-TO CITUT, YKPHIBIIUCH IIMHOBKOM.
ABOCH TIOMOXET MpoBecTH XOTsI Obl bamabosKy, eciu Toi B3/y-
MaeTcs NOBTOpHO nposenaTh Kponuka B xwmnie Craporo 3ai-
1a.

Kponuk 3amoran roioBy KycKOM XOJICTa, KaK BCerda Jenas
3asI1 C TUIENIbIo 1o uMeHH KydepsiBblii, 1, BBIISE BOH, OBICTPHIMU
1IaraMmu MpuUITyCTUI B CTOPOHY, IMTPOTUBOIIONIOKHYIO TOU, IJIE Ha-
xonuiach Hopa Peikero Jluca. Peikuii JIuc HaBepHsika pasrajia-
€T €ro XUTPOCTHU, HO MIPEKAE €My BCE-TaKU MPUIETCS MOJIOMATh
cBoIo rosioBy. OcoOeHHO, eclii OH He OyJeT kIaTh ITUX CaMbIX
XUTPOCTEHN OT OOBIYHOTO 3alTYOHKA.

Kyna Obl HM HampaBWIIKMCH 3aiiyaTa, MOObIBABIIIME HA XOJIME,
nyTb camoro Kposnuka Jsiexan ropa3no jaisiie. Emy omacHo
OCTaBaThCs HE TOJIBKO B 3assubent Portie, HO make 1 BO BCEM MHO-
ropyudenHoM Jlecy. B Tou ctopone, Kyna aepxain nyTh Kponuk,
pacnionarayioch YxkacHoseche. [oObIBaTh Tam, rje HEKOraa Xo-
3SITHAYAJ 3HAMEHUTHIN Y kacHbli JIvc co cBoum BparctBom, ObI-
JIO OITHOBPEMEHHO U CTPAIIHO, U MHTEPEeCHO. OHAKO B TO, YTO
TaM HET HUKAKUX XUIIHUKOB, Kponuk He Bepuil.

Buuzy, y onymiku, Kponuk oGepHyscss M1 OKUHYN B3MJISIOM
3asube Bexonmmbe. Korma-HuOyap oH 00s13aTelIbHO BEPHETCS B
ponHoi jec. Cenyac OH He MOT CKa3aTh, KOT/A 3TO POU3OUJET.



Ho oH BepHETCs, YTOOBI IOMEPHUTHCS CUJIONM U XUTPOCTHIO C Ca-
MuM Porkum Jlucom.
Kponuk 3aimaran gassiiie 1 OOJbIIE YK€ He OTJIsIIbIBAJICS.



I'naBa 8. /IoObIua

Jlyna npsitanack 3a oOnakamu, M CTOsIa Takasi TEMEHb, YTO
XOTb IJ1a3 BBIKOJIM. BOJIK C I1akasioM LUK LEJblid IeHb U y&Ke CO-
Ovpasrch ObLIO Pa3OHTh JIarepb, Kak BO3JIE OOIIMPHBIX 3apOCIIei
PAKUTHMKA BOJIK YUyl 3as/9bH CJIEIbI.

— KisiHych cBOMM XBOCTOM, — CKa3aJl BOJIK, — KAKOM-TO JIJIMH-
HOYXUH YCTPOWJICSI HA HOWIET B 3TUX KYCTaX.

Bonk mpuHSICS BBICIEKUBATH JOOBIUY, a YCTABIIMMA ITaKaT
NOTALIWICS CJIEIOM. BOJIK JOJITO phICKas MO KyCTam, PacILyThbl-
Basl 3as14YbU NET/IM. MenKuil, usis 3a HUM, OECIIPpeCTaHHO CIIOTHI-
KaJicsl B TEMHOTE M HACTYIIAJI HA CyXUe BETKHU, C XPYCTOM JIOMaB-
IIMecs MOJ HOTaMH, U3-3a Yero BOJIK MOCTOSTHHO 000paunBasIcs
Y CEpOMTO IIuIen Ha Hero. Heckonbko pa3 oHM NepecKakuBaIn
B TEMHOTE KaKHe-TO Py4YbH, XOTs, CKOpee BCero, 3To Obl OIMH
U TOT € py4Yen.

HaxoHen, Ha OKpanHe 3apociiel, MPUYEM, IIAKaJl YKE HE MOT
CKa3aTh, BBILIUIA OHU Ha JPYTYIO CTOPOHY 3apOCJIEU W KE BEp-
HYJIMCh OOPaTHO, BOJIK CHSLI C I1JIe4a CBOM MEIIOK U 3HaKOM TI0-
Jo3Ban wakasa. [Toxoxke, oxora ckJiaiplBaiach yaaqHo.

— Ilox TeM KycTOM NpsAYETCs JUIMHHOYXUM, — 3allenTall BOJIK,
KOrJa Iakaja mofomen. — § Oyay cToATh 3[ech HarotoBe, a
Thl OCTOPOHO 3aliX C Jpyror cTopoHsl. Korga Thl BCITyrHENIb
IUJTMHHOYXOT'O, OH TMOOEXUT NPSIMO Ha MEHs, U 51 CXBavy ero!

[Takan CKUHYJ Ha 3eMJIIO CBOM 3aIUIEYHBIM MEIIOK U Kpaay-



YKCh HATIPABUIICS BKPYT K TOMY KYCTY, HA KOTOPBII €My YKa3bl-
Bas1 ToBapuill. [1lakan He moHMMA, MoYeMy 3asiil, MPOCHYBIIHUCH,
JOJDKeH OekaTh UMEHHO B 3TY CTOPOHY, OIHAKO HE COMHEBAJICS
B OXOTHUYBUX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX BOJIKA.

[Moiimare BTOpOrO 3aiilia 32 BTOPYID HOYb OBLJIO, KOHEUHO,
OYeHb Jlake Hery1oxo. Tem Gosee 9To OHM /10 3TOTO yXkKe HECKOIb-
KHX JIyH TIOZIPsi/I BOOOIe cuenu O6e3 3aiyatuHbl. OHaKO 00JTb-
HIYI0 YacTh MEePBOM JOObIUM BOJIK 3a0pai cebe. Ha nmpaBax rias-
HOT'O U cUJIbHOTO. U 11aKkas CUIbHO TIOJI03PEeBa, YTO CO BTOPHIM
3aMLIEM MPOU3OUIET TO ke camoe. Yero 04eHb He XOTeJIO0Ch.

[Makan nogxomut Beg Oimvske U OJMKe K KYCTY, HO 3asI] BCE He
BbICKakuBaJl. Jlaxe 3apoinIoch COMHEHHE: He OIuOCs JIu BOJK?
Ho Bce coMHeHust oTnasii, Korja makaj MpoKpascs HaKOHeIl 10
caMoro Kycra v yBUJIEJ MOl HUM MUPHO CIsiero 3aima. B nep-
BOE MTHOBEHUE I1IaKaJl JIaXe OMEIII OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH.

3asi ObuT enié mMaj, cOBCeM 3ailuoHOK. A crayio ObITh, JO-
JIs1 1IaKajia B A00bIYe TOXe OyJeT MeHbIle, YeM XOTeIOoCh Obl.
[Mporwbiii 3as11 ToXke ObLT MaJIEHbKUI, K TOMY K€ CTapblid, BECh
CKPIOYEHHBII. MsICO ero BapujM 4yTh JIM HE MOJTHOYM, HO OHO
BCE PAaBHO OCTAJIOCh KECTKMM, KaK KOpa JepeBa. A 3TOT 3asll
€IlIE MEHBIIIE.

[lakan o6mu3Hya ryosl. HyxHo uto-HMOYAp puaymars. Ec-
JIV TIO3BOJIUTH BOJIKY ceivac ke MOJAENUTh J00bIUY, TO BCE MPO-
nasio. [Tlakan cHs ¢ mosica MOTOK BEPEBKM U CBSI3aJl 3aiUOHKA.
Tor cran Tak Kpernko, 4to Jaxe He npocHyscs. [lakai ornsanen-
cs1. Uro ke nenatb? Bymb y Hero xotst 6ol HEMHOTO OOJIbIIIE Bpe-



MEHH. . .

JlyHa Ha KOPOTKMI MUT BBHIIJISIHYJIA M3-32 OOJAKOB, HO 3TOTO
MOMEHTA XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh POCLIYIO COBCEM PsIIOM
OIPOMHYIO CTapylo UBY ¢ 60sbIIMM HUKHUM cykoM. [llakai ne-
PEKUHYJT Yepe3 ITOT CYK CBOOOHBIN KOHEI] BEPEBKU U, MOTSHYB
3a HEro, BBICOKO MOAHSLT 3aMYOHKA. OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO 3aKPEIUTh
BepEBKY. OIIsAABIBAsICH IO CTOPOHAM, IIaKaJl B TEMHOTE 000 UTO-
TO CHOTKHYJICSI. DTO ObUT TOPYAIIUIA U3-TI0/] 3€MJIM KOPEHb Jepe-
Ba. HarnyBImch, makan noTporaj KOpeHs U, yOeUBIIKCh B €0
KPETOCTH, MPUHSJICS PUBS3bIBATH K HEMY BEPEBKY.

— TbI yTO 3TO AEnaenb? — pa3faucs BAPYT pPsIOM OKPUK BOJ-
Ka.

[Ilakas, oT HEOKUAAHHOCTU B3IPOTHYB, UyTh HE BHITYCTHII U3
PYK BEPEBKY.

— Bor... noiimain, — npoOopMoTan OH, C TPYAOM 3aTAruBast
y3eJ1 IpeiaTesbCKU 3aIPOKABIIMMU PyKaMU. — 3asll TaK KPEnKo
Craj, 4To Jake He MPOCHYJICS, — MPUOABIII OH, ITOJHUMASICh.

OrnsapaeB BCE€ COOPYKEHUE U POBEPUB OAHOM PYKOM, KPETIKO
JIM IEPXKUT BEPEBKA, BOJIK OJOOPUTENTBHO KPSAKHYIL.

—IIpunHecu Menku 1 codepu XBOPOCT 1 KOCTPa, — BEJIeN OH,
a cam, 1ojoOpaB ¢ 3eMJIM BETKH, Hayasl pa3Kurarb KOCTEP TyT
e, TTOJ] UBOU, Ha HEOOJIBIIION TUIOIIA/IKe, CBOOOTHOM OT KYCTOB.

[Mlakan mobexan K TOMYy, MECTy, IJie OHA C BOJKOM pPa3o-
ek, HeMHOro mporutyTaB B TEMHOTE Cpey PakuT, IIaKa
OTBICKJI HAKOHEI] MEIKH C Bell[aMH U TMOTAIIWI UX K YKe pa3-
ropeBiemMycsi Koctpy. OcoOeHHO TsKET ObLT OOJIBIION MEIIOK



BOJIKA, HAOMTHIA BCSAKOHN BesturHOM. [To gopore makan Jmxopa-
JOYHO cOOOpakas, Kak Obl eMy OOXUTPHUTH BOJIKA M 3Oy YHTh
cebe nomo nodosble. BepHYBIIMCh, OH CIOXKWII MEUIKU TOJ
WBO.

— Cnyiaid, BOJIK, — Ha4aJI IIAKaJl, HO YK€ J0 TOro, KaK OTKPbLI
POT, OH YK€ OTKY/a-TO 3HaJl, YTO U3 €ro 3aTe HUYEro HE BbIii-
net. — JloObua xopormasi, 1a Toiabko 0onbHO MasieHbKast. C He€
Y OJHOMY-TO HE HAECTbCS, a €CJIM Pa3/eIUTh HA JIBOMX... — HE
JOKOHYMB, I1AKaJI BHIPA3UTEIBHO 3aMOTYaIL.

— 3710 13, — He 000PAYNBASICh, TIPOTSIHYJI BOJIK, KOTOPBIH PhLI-
cd B CBOEM Melllke. — MajoBara 100b14a.

— Hennoxo 6bw10 Obl yBeIMYUTH JOOBIYY. Torna u gos Kax-
J0TO cTaHeT OoJblie. MOXHO e YTO-TO C/AeNaTh. ..

— Yemnyxa! — Bosk BbITAIMII U3 MEIIKA [TIMHAHBIA TOPLIOK U
KOCTsIHbIe HOXH. — [laBaii, coOMpaii XBOpOCT.

— Ho oaun cnoco6-To ects.

— 910 KaKkon?

[Makan 3aramn gpixanue. Cenvac Bcé pemures!

— JIuc YepnoOyp u Poikuii Jluc Toxe Besb gymManu 00 3ToM, —
CcKasaJl OH, Oy/ITO He 3amevasi BOIpoca TOBapUILa, a MPOAoJIKast
CBOM pa3MbIlIUIEHHUs. — A OHM 00a 3HAJIM TOJIK B OXOTE. ..

—T'oBOpH, HE TAHU ThI 32 XBOCT, — HAXMYPUJICS OT HETEPIEHU
BOJIK.

[Tpexne yem OTBETUTD, IIAKaJ CIJIOTHYIL.

— HyxHo oTkapmimBarh 100bIUY, a HE cpasy. ..

— He yOurtas noObiua Bcerma coeraer! — gaxe He JIOCITyIIaB,



niepeOrJT BOJIK, TIOCTABHJI PSIIOM C KOCTPOM TOPITIOK U CJIOXKFIT
PSI0M HOXU.

[Makan coBceM ymai JayxoM. MbIC/Ib C caMOro Havyasa Oblia
rioxas. Jaxke ecau Obl BOJK COTJIACHIICSA, TJie Obl OHU JIEpkKaJIn
3aiiyoHKa?



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.



https://www.litres.ru/eduard-yarov-14126726/rozhdenie-legendy/
https://www.litres.ru/eduard-yarov-14126726/rozhdenie-legendy/

	Глава 1. Новое имя
	Глава 2. Обманутые надежды
	Глава 3. Хозяин
	Глава 4. Торг
	Глава 5. Беглец
	Глава 6. Зайчатник
	Глава 7. В бега
	Глава 8. Добыча
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

