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IIepBas riiaBsa

Wmriepatop ObLT B IOKOSIX MMITEPATPUIIbI, YTOO YKPHITHCS OT JIETHETO 3HOsI, OHa 00Mo00BaIa
ce0Oe TIOKOM Ha BEpXHel Teppace romyodoro gsopua. KopMmuinia no npuBblYKe 3acThUla Ha CTpake
Ha Teppace, pyras cyap0y, KOTopasi OTIaja ee Tocroxy, ()efo 1 peBHOCTHO OXpaHseMYIo J0Ub MOTY-
IIIECTBEHHOTO KHf3s JAyXOB, 3aMYX 3a CMEPTHOIO MYXKYMHY, IyCTh Jakeé OH W MMIIeparop Ioro-
BOCTOYHBIX OCTPOBOB. B cBOeM BOOOpakeHMH OHa IMO-TIpekHeMY Oblla BMECTE C JOBEPEHHBIM e
pedeHKkoM-(eell Ha OIMHOKOM MaJIeHbKOM OCTPOBE, OMBIBAEMOM BOJIaMH YEPHOT'O KaK CMOJIb 03€pa,
OKPYKEHHOTO CEMBIO JTyHHBIMU TOpaMH, I7I€ OHU BEJIU CIIOKOMHYIO YEIWHEHHYIO ku3Hb. CHOBa e
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA CMOTPUT Ha JAUTS-TIOAPOCTKA, KOTOPOE Ha ee I1a3ax MpeBpalajioch B IpKO-Kpac-
HYIO PbIOKY U, CBETSCh, CKOJIb3UJIO B TEMHBIX BOZIAX IMOTOKA, WJIM MPMHUMAJIO 00pa3 MTHLIB! U IOPXAJIo
B yrpioMbIX BeTBsX. Ho ee MeuTaHusl pa3opBajio HEMPUATHOE JBOSIKOE OLIYILEHUE JeUCTBUTEIBbHO-
ctu. C HempOU3BOJIBHBIM B3[JOXOM OHA paclaxHyJa J1a3a U IocMOoTpesia B IIIyOb YapyIoIlei TEMHOTHI.
Ona 0OpaTujia BHUMaHHUE Ha 3apeBO HaJl O0sIbIIMM NpyaoM. CBedeHue ObICTPO MPUOIMAKAIOCh, KOTAa
OHO KacaJloCh MaKyIIEK JIepeBbEB, OHU TOKE HAUMHAIM CBETUTHCSA. Ee ckoBas cTpax: 310 ObLIO cylie-
CTBO C TOTO CBETa, K KOTOPOMY OHa TOXe MPHHAJIeKala, HO yxke OOJIbIlle, YeM rofl, IpeacTaThb repe]
KOTOPBIM €l He XBaTaJlo CMEJIOCTH: OHaKo 3To ObuT He KelikoOan, oTel| ee rocroxu, nHaue oHa Obl
cuibHee Apoxana. Korja Teppaca o3apuiiach CBETOM, JbIXaHUE MUPA JyXOB IPOH3MIIO €€ O MO3ra
kocrei. [TocnaHHUK cTOsUT epe]] Hell Ha TUIOCKOM KpblIlIe B Jocriexax M3 rolayO0oi Yellyu, KOTopble
TUIOTHO OOJIerajii ero KopeHacroe Teyo. Ero uccuHs-yepHsle BOJIOCH ObLIM 3aIUIETEHBI B KOCY, €r0
r1a3a cBepKayiu. «KTo Thl? — MCyraHHO CIpoCcKJIa KOPMUJIULIA, — TeOs1 51 HU pa3y He Bujena». «51 nBe-
HAJLATHIIA, 3TOrO TeOe JOKHO OBITh JOCTATOYHO, — OTBETHJI OCTaHHUK. — 51 371eCh 3a/a10 BOIPOCH,
TBOE J1eJ10 — 0TBevarh. HOCHUT J1 B 3TOT pa3 OHa HEpOXJEHHOro B cBoeM JioHe ? [Ipon3o11u1o J11 B 3TOM
Mecsile To, 4ero Ml Bce Tak doumcs? To rope Tebe 1 MHe, 1 BceM Ham». KopMutiiia SHEpruaHo
3amoTasia roioBoi. «MTak oHa ele He 0TOpachIBaeT TeHb ?» — 3a/1aBaJl JJIbIIIe BOIIPOCH! MOCIAHHUK.
«Her, — 3akpryana kopmumna. — 5 Mory 3aBeputhb TeOsi B 3TOM, KaK ¥ OAMHHA/IIATD TeX, YTO PUXO-
aum J10 Teds1, Kak TOJIbKO mpoxonut Mecsil. OHa Takke 0TOpachlBaeT TeHb, KaK €CIIH Obl ee TeJI0 ObLIO
U3 TOpHOTO XpycTais. To, 4To OHa ocTaBiseT nocie cedsl, KAMHH, TPaBY WM BOLY, CHSIET TTOCIIe sipye,
4eM U3yMPpY/bl ¥ Tolasbl». «biaromapy cBoero co3maresisi, 4To 3TO TakK, CTOsI Ha KOJIEHsIX Orarogapy,
JIETKOMBICJICHHAs JKeHIIMHA, 3aCITyKUBAIoIIasi Kapbl». «JlerkompicnenHas! 3acmyxuBatomiasi Kapbi!
4l nomxHa GpUTa CBOMMM pyKaMU CJIOBUTB IOPKYIO PHIOKY B Bozie? Sl Mora yzepskath 3a pora MOJIOLyIo
CTPOITUBYIO Tra3esb? 3a4eM OH JaJl e Jap nepesoruiomenusa’? Tak oHa nonana B pyku jogen! Yro
TOJIKY OT MOe OAUTETbHOCTH, MOUX MOCTOSIHHBIX CTPaxoB!». «Bcex HyXKHO POBEPATH», — OTBETUJ
nociaHHuK. «M moyemy, — Bo3pasmiia KOPMIINIIA, — OHA CHOBA TOTepsila CBOYM BOJIIIEOHBIH aap,
KOTOPBII el ceifuac Tak HyXeH, Onarogapsi KOTOpOMy OHa MorJIa Obl CHOBA M30€kaTh 3JI0T0 POKa,
TaK)Ke Kak OHa crofia rornasa!» «Bce umeer cBoe BpeMsl, MHaue He ObL10 Obl UCTIBITaHU. [IBeHa aTh
JIyH IPOILIO, OCTAJIOCh TpU IHA!» «Tpu 1HA!» — 3aKpruvaza KOPMUIULA, IEPENOTHEHHAs! PAAOCThIO.
[MocnanHUK cTporo nocMotpen Ha Hee: «KTo Hayuwmn 1eds1, — cKazan OH, — CpaBHUBATh MITHOBEHUS?
Cobepuch 1 He cIlycKail ¢ Hee IJ1a3. 30J10Tast BoJa CTPaHCTBYET MO CBETY, OyJeT He OYeHb XOpPOIIIO,
€CJIM OHA ee BCTpeTUT». «Boaa xku3Hu? — 3akpryaa KOpMUIMLIA, — sl HUKOTA He BUJIENIa ee, ObOLIYI0
KJIIOYOM, 1 3HaI0, OHA IOJTHA TAMHCTBEHHBIX JapOB, OHA MOXET MOMOYb €l OJMyYUTh TeHb?». OHa
Obl IPOAOJDKIIIA PACCIIPOCH], HO €l MOKa3aJloCh, YTO OHA CJIBILIMT 0331 ce0s1 B ClIaJIbHE KAKOK-TO
mopox. OHa oBepHyJ1a roJIoBy U yBUea OJIeAHBIA CBET OT JiaMITbl uMrepaTopa. OcTaBUB CBOIO CIIs-
I1YIO JKEeHY, OH CTOsLI TIOJTHOCTBIO ofieThlil. Kopmuiiiia nocremHo o0epHy1ach — NOCAAaHHUK MCYe3,
CBET, KOTOPBII €ro OKpy:KaJl, Ka3aloch, 3aIOTHII cO00i BCE BOKPYT. VIMrmepaTop JIerkoi mocTyIbio
IpoLes MUMO (PUTypbl KOPMUJIUIIBI, OHA CKJIOHMJIACh K ToTy. OH Tak:ke MaJio oOpaliiaji Ha He€ BHU-
MaHUs1, KaK ecJii Obl Iepejl HUM JiesKall KYCOK KoBpa. OH ycTpeMUJICS K Kpalo KPBIIIX, TOJHSB TOJIOBY,
BCMAaTpUBAJICS B CyMepeuHylo Jaib. CBekUil BeTep MPUHEC eMy U3 3a00/1auHOM i TO, YTO OH
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XOTEJ YCJIbIIATD. B TummHe miaTaHoBo# ajuien €My IOABCJIN KOHS, 110 €ro IMpUKa3y KOIIbITa 6I)UII/I,
KaK Bcerja, 0OMOTaHbl MaTepuer; o MPUBBIYKE, 33/I0JITO JI0 TOTrO, KaK 3a0pe3kKuT Oesblid IeHb OH
BBIE3KAJT HA OXOTY, OCTAaBUB CBOIO JPEMITIONIYIO CYIIPYTy, BEYEpOM OH BO3BpalIajics TOJBKO TOTA,
Korja yxe pakesibl Topesii Ha OamocTpagax JeCTHUIIb, a KOMHATa Oblla 3aM0IHeHA MSITKAM CBETOM
JEBATHN JIaMII. Tem HE MCHEC, HU OJHY HOYb Ha NPOTANKECHHUU ITOI'O roga, ABEHAAIATb MECALEB KOTO-
poro MpUOMMKAIMCh K KOHITY, OH He TIPOBEJI BJIAJIM OT CBOel keHbl. KopMuuiia BoIia BHYTph U
MpYcesa B HOrax CIISAIIEH, Ha Kpalo KpOBaTH; C JABOMCTBEHHBIM UyYBCTBOM HEXHOCTH OHA CMOTpeJa
Ha CBOI0 BocruTaHHMIy. OHa BBITAIIMIIA JIAMITY M OTBeJIa €€ B CTOPOHY: HA HAMeKa Ha TeHb Ha CTeHe
OT TOJIOBBI, TUIEY, TOHKUX KpacuBbIX Oeziep. Crisiias MeTanach BO CHe, €€ JIMIO MCKa3uIoCh OT OO,
JIETKHIA CTOH BBIPBAJICSI M3 TOpJIa U copBajics ¢ Ty0. BHe3anmHo oHa OTKpbLIa I71a3a, MOAHSIIACh B KPO-
BaTH, KaK IUKUI 3BEpb, KOTOPBII COpAchIBaeT COH B MTHOBEHHE OKa, OHA OMpaBUJIach OT cHa. «OH
yexaJl, — cKazasia oHa. — M B 3TOT pa3 OyJeT OTCyTCTBOBATh TpH HOUM». KopMmuutniia B3poruysia, oHa
BCIIOMHMJIA CJIOBA NOCJIAHHUKA, HO OBICTPO COBJIaaja ¢ co00M. «YTo THI BUAMIIIL BO CHE? — CIIpOCHIIa
OHa BTOPOIISIX, — TBOU CHBI y’KaCHbI». «OH OTIIPABUIICS B TOPBI HA TIOMCKU CBOETO KPACHOTO COKOJA, —
cKazasia uMreparpuia. — M He yCriokouTcsl, moka He HalaET ero, Aaxe ecyd eMy NOHagoOuTCs AJs
3TOro TPUALATH THEW M TPUALATh HOUel». «['ope HaM, YTO Mbl OKa3aJIMCh Cpely JIofiel, — 3aBesa
KOPMIJIHMIIA. — DTO TaK JaJeKO 3allI0, YTO Thl BO CHE YK€ BBHIIJIIMIIb MTOYTH KaK UM MOI0OHas |»
«[Touemy THI He ocTaBWJIa MeHsI CHaTh? — 3aKpHyasia UMIepaTpuIla, — 4To 51 Oyay Jenarh BCE 9TO
BpeMsl, ecii Obl s1 MOIJIa OTIIPABUTHCS BCJIEH 32 HUM, aX, MOYeMy s TOJIBKO TMOTepsiia TATUCMaH».
«besyTtemHbiii peOeHOK, Kak Morja Thl ero norepsts! Pasee s He roBopuia tede Oepeub ero Kak
3EHUILy OKa, OT HEroO 3aBUCHT TBOSI CylIb0a». «Pazymeercs s He 3Hasa, YTO B HEM KPOETCSl MOsI CHJIa,
KOTOpasi IO3BOJISIET MHE TIEPEHECTHChH B TEJIO )KUBOTHOTO. Teneps s1 3Halo ¥ HakazaHa 3a 31o. Ecium Obl
OH ITO-TIPEKHEMY OBLIT Y MEHA, KaK paaOCTHbI OBLIH OBl MOH AHU, BMECTO 9TOI'O MMYCTLIC MCYAJIbHLIC
AHU B BEPEHULIC CUHACTIIMBLIX Houert. Yto 3a K13Hb OblIa 6I)I, Kak xoresa Obl A Ka)l()lblﬁ JE€Hb B HOBOM
oOpasze majgath B pyKM Moero rocroguHal». «BceMy mprxoguT KOHeI», — YIpioMO CKa3asia KOpMH-
muna. «Heyxenu Tol {yMaenib, — O)KMBHJIACH UMIIEPATPHILIA, — OH CMOT OBl MEHsI TaK OBICTPO TOTAa
3aM0JIyYHTh, €CJIM Obl €ro KPACHBIN COKOJ HE CeJT MHE Ha IOJIOBY U He OCJIENTHIT MeHsI OeCTIpepbIBHBIMU
yZapaMH CBOMX KPBLIbEB, UCKPBI MOCHIIAIKCH U3 MOUX TJIa3, U 51 yHajia B KOMIOYEM KYCTaApHHUKE».
«OH mpaBaa Mor MycTHTh B TeOs1 cTpety, youiiia, He3psiuee ucuaaue ajga?». «Tel XoTemna Obl, 4TOOBI
OH y3HaJI MeHsI B 3TOM OOJIMKe ?» — Bo3pasuiia uMmeparpuna. «Ilocie 3Toro oH MHe 4acTo KJsIcs,
YTO B3IJISI]] Ta3€/IM 3aCTaBIJI APOTHYTh €r0 PYKY, M CTpesia Kak KOJMI0YKa JIMIIIb Molaparnaia MHe 11elo,
BMECTO TOTO, YTOO MPOH3UTh MHE TOpJIo». [IpHUriIyIeHHOe MPOKJISATHE COPBATIOCH C TYO KOPMUIIUIIBL.
«Ckopee He B3[JIsA]] MOU BbIIAJT MEHsI, 9TO OBLIO TOT/Ia, KOT/Ia 51, ObICTpee, YeM s ITO Cceiiuac roBopio,
BEpHYJIaCh B CBOU MPUBBIYHBIN 00pa3 v B MOJIbOE MOAHsIA K HeMy pyKH. OH yKe CIPBITHYJI C KOHS
Y HalleJIWJ B MEHsI BTOPOE OCTaBIlieecsl KOMbE. B ero HalMMTHIX KPOBBIO I71a3ax ObUI AWKUN a3apT
npeciieJOBaHus1, YepThl JIUIa HanpsikeHsl. U 51, koTopas nomoOuia ero ¢ caMmoro nepBoro B3Isa,
KOTOPYIO IOCTOSIHHO MaHMJIO Oe3yIep:KHO K HEMY, COAPOTHYJIACh U B CTPaxe 3aKpryasia nepe/ JIUIOM
cmeptH. U TONBKO 3TOT KPUK, TaK OH MHE CKa3aJl, 3aCTAaBUJI €70 OUYHYTHCS OT TOM OJIEP)KUMOCTH, U
3TO criacjio Ham 006ouM ku3Hb. Ho HUKOrIa, — OHa TUXO JOOABIIIA, — HU OfIHA KEHIIMHA He UCTIBITANIa
Ha ceOe 3peuIla STOro BeJIMUECTBEHHOTO MPeoOpakeHrs CBOETro BO3MIOOIEHHOTO: OT CMEPTEIbHOM
yIpO3bl OXOTHHUKA K MSTKON YMHUPOTBOPEHHOCTH BO3JI0OIEHHOTO. Y TONBKO OfIMH pas3 s cTana ero, u
HUKOrjga OOJIBIIIE 9TO HE IMOBTOPUTCA, HUKOIr1a OOJIBIIE S HE YBUIKY TaKOro rnepexona Ha €ro Juue».
Ona cHOBa OTKpbUIa I71a3a U npoaomkmia: «OH KIISUICsS, YTO CMEPTHBIN YeJIOBeK, Kak OH, He CMO-
XKET MepekuTh OONBIEro OJHOTO pa3a B KU3HU UYBCTBO CUYACTbSI TAKOM BHE3AITHOM CHIIBL. JOIKHO
OBITh, 3TO MPaB/a, HEMOCPEICTBEHHOIO TIOCJIEe 3TOTO 51 BUJEA €ro, OH ObUT OYATO OJIEepKUM, KOraa
ero KpacHbIi COKOJI TIOMaJICsl €My Ha IJ1a3a, OH Opocal KAMHH eMy BCJiel, B OECCMBICTIEHHOU SIpOCTU
TPWKAbI HAITPABJIAI Ha HErO KUHXKAJI, 3a TO, YTO TOT CBOMMU KPbUIbAMU OWJI MHE B JINIIO, U HUKOT' 1a
He 3a0y/1y TOT B3IVIs1, KOTOPBINA OpOCHIT OKPOBABJIEHHBIN COKOJ, CH/IsI HA BBICOKOM KaMHe, Ha CBOETO
TOCIIO/IMHA B TOCJIETHUN pa3, Mepell TeM Kak OOCpHYThCSI U HEPOBHBIMH CYJOPOKHBIMU B3MaxamH
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KPBUIbEB MCUYE3HYTh B TEMHOTE». KopMuiMIa MOAHSIACH U BHIIUIA HA TUIOCKYIO KPBIIIY; UCTOPUIO
9TOW OXOTHI M TIEPBBIX YacCOB JIIOOBU OHA 3HajIa JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO: KAJIEHbIM KeJIe30M 3TO ObLIO
BBITPaBUPOBAHO B ee Ayiie. Cyap0a cokola ee 0eCoKOMIIa TaKkKe MaJIo KaK CYacThe BO3MOOIEHHOTO,
TUIaMsi CTPACTH KOTOPOTO He OXJIaIuiIa BepeHuIa TpexcoT Houel. E€ rpena oqHa MbICIb: OHA ¢ HeTep-
MIEHUEM JKJJaJla BOCXO/Ia COJTHIIA, CyMEPKH €l ObUIM HEBBIHOCUMBI: BCE CYIIECTBA JIOJKHBI OTOPACHI-
BaTh TeHb, YTOOBI OTHA €MHCTBEHHAs, KOTOpasl HE MMEET TeHH, ellle BEIMYECTBEHHEE BBIIEISIIACH
Ha MX (pOHE; KaKIbIM B3IJIS1I0M JIOBIJIA OHA TIOATBEPKICHUE TOTO COCTOSIHUS, KOTOPOE, MPOIEPKHCH
OHO eIIle TPU JTHS, CBSA3aHO C YCTPAIIAOIIMM MTOBOPOTOM CYIbObI. B HeTeprneHnn oHa cMoTpesna Ha
He00, KOTOPOE yKe 03apHIIOCh CBETOM 3€JIEHOBATOM OMPIO3bI: €€ OCTPBII B30p YBHUE IITHILY, KOTOPast
KpY)XWJIa Ha CaMOM BBICOTE; HO OTOJIECKHU COJTHIIA €€ TOXKe He KOCHY/IUCh. iMnepaTpuiia Toxe BHIIILIA,
KOPMIJIMIIA CHOBa cripocuia: «YUrto Tebe CHUIOCh mepes mpolyxaeHueM ?». «5 pymaro, Jonun», —
OTBETHMJIA UMITEpaTpHILIa. «[JOBOJIBHO MEpP3KO, — OTBETHIIA KOPMUIIUIIA. — DTO MOKHO OBUIO TPOYUTATD
Ha TBOEM JIMIIE, YTO TeOe CHUTCS YTO-TO OTBpaTuTeIbHOe. ['ope HaM, UTO MBI 3/1eCh, TOPe TOMY, Ubsl
9TO BUHA». «[louemy juia moel Tak IMKY U OTBPATUTEIbHBI, a JIUIA )KABOTHBIX TaK KPACHOPEUUBHI
Y KpacuBbl?» — cKazana uMreparpuna. «Ee myraior eMy nogoOHsle, — mpoOopMoTaia KOpMUIUIIA, —
ero oHa He BUAUT». «Eciu Obl 00epHYTHCS TAIOKON U CKOJIB3UTh B CTPYSIIEMCS] TOPHOM TOTOKE, —
cKazasia umrneparpuia. — [1o HanTHIO HAXOOUTH €ro clie]] Kak 3Mesl Ha 3eMJIe U KaK KOPIIyH B HeOe —
9TO O1aXKEeHCTBO, HO JIIOOOBB O0MbIIe». «[IpUBA3BIBATHCA K JIIOASAM, — MPOOOPMOTAIa KOPMUJIMILIA, —
3TO JINTh BOAY B JBIPSIBYIO OOUKY». MiMnieparpuiia yBujesa COKoia, KOTOPBIH Mapuil B HEOECHOH BBICH,
a KOPMHJIMILIA C PaJJOCThI0 OTMETHUIIA OTOJIECK COJTHIIA Ha ero Kpbulbsax. Kazanock, OH MeJIeHHO CITyc-
KaJicsl, HO CBET ObLJT C HMIM: €TI0 KOI'TH CBEPKaJIM KaK AparolieHHble KAMHH, WJTH OH JIepiKajl AparoreH-
HBIIA KAMEHb B CBOMX KOI'TsX. «O CYaCTIUBBIN JIEHb, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA UMIIEPATPUIIA, — 3TO KPACHBIMA
COKOJI, oouMer Moero rocroguHa! OH ucIieuiIcs OT CBOMX PaH, OH Hac mpocTii». Cokoll, pacrpa-
BUB KPbUIbsl, 3aCThUT B Bo3ayxe. «TanucMan, — 3aKpuyaia UMIeparpuiia, — OH y Hero, OH MHE Bep-
HeT ero». Kopmusmiia 6erom mpuHecaa paciiiToe KEMYYToM, CUSIONIEe IParoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMU
MIOKPBIBAJIO U3 3€JIEHOTO I1esika. OHU pacrpaBuiIv ero nepej cCokosioM. «CMOTpH, Kak Mbl LIEHUM TeOsI
Y TBOU TOAAPKH, Thl MIPEKPACHBIN, — 3aKPUYAIN OHHU, — Thl BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN, ThI OECCTPAIIIHBIN !».
OnHIM B3MaxoM KpbUThEB COKOJ JYToM TMOJHSIICS BBEPX, [IOTOM BHE3AITHO CITYCTHJICSI BHU3 C TIOTO-
KOM BeTpa BCKOJIb3b JIUI] 0OOUX KEHIIMH, B MTHOBEHHE OKa MTHIIA BOCTIAPUIIA B BO3YX, HA OCSHUM
nexan tanucMad. [TucbMeHa, BHITpaBUPOBaHHBIE HA TUIOCKOM, OJIEHO-0€IOM KaMHe TOpesi OrHEM
Y B3[[ParvBaJivl CUSIOIIUMU OTOECKaMHU. «$5 MOTY TIPOYUTATh HAIKUCh», — CKa3ajia UMIIepaTpuIia U
no6seanena. KopMunuia B3AporHyna, oHa HUKOI/A He TIOHMMAaJa STHX 3HAKOB: BHE3arHasi MbICIb
MPOH3MJIA €€, OHa OBICTPO CXBATHIIA KAMEHb, XOTeJIa BBIPBATh €ro, CKPhITh HAAMUCh, HO OBLIIO TIO3/IHO,
MYChbMEHa ObUIM TMPOYMTAHBI U CMBICT MOJIHUEW NMPOHHUK BHYTPb. 3aCTHIBIIEH PYKON MMIIEpaTpuIia
Jeprkaiia repesi coooi TaMcMaH, Kak OyJTO CKBO3b HETO OHA CMOTpesia B 6e3/IHY; 9TO ObLUTH He CJIoBa
MIPUTOBOPEHHOT'0, CTPAIIIHEE 3aCTHIBIIETO B IPYIH XpHIIa MPOo3ByYany oHu: «[IpokisTue u morudesnnb
CMEPTHOMY, KTO CHUMET 3TOT MOSIC, B KaMeHb 0OpaTuTCsl pyKa, OKAMEHEIOT OYM, YTO €r0 HarpaB-
JISUTM, )KMBOM yM BKYCUT BEYHYIO CMEPTh SI3bIKOM XKU3HU — CPOK 0O0O3HAUEH ABUKEHUEM 3BE3/I». «Y
MeHsI TaKoe 4yBCTBO, — CKa3ajla MMIlepaTpyiia, pyKa ee MOHMKJIA, — YTO s 3HAJIA TO C KOJBIOEH,
BO3MOXHO, MOM OTeI] HallleNTajl MHEe 3TO, KOI/ia 1 Crajia, rope MHe, YTO sl MOIJIa TO 3a0bITh !». Kop-
MUJIUIIA 3aCThIJIa KaK U3BasiHue. « Tenepb st MIOHUMAIO TO, UTO HE MOHUMaJIa», — CKa3ajia MMIepaTpulia
Y TOBECHJIa TAJIMCMaH Ha KeMUY)KHOM HUTH y ceOst Ha Tpyau. Ee mupoKo pacraxHyThle 11a3a He
BE/IaJIM, YTO TBOPHJIM €€ PyKH: « TeHb — 3TO MOsI TeHb, KOTOPOU Y MEHsI HET, s CIIbIIIaja, Kak MO roc-
TIO/IMH TOBOPHJI CBOEMY TIOBEPEHHOMY: «51 He X0uy CHJIETh BO IJIaBe Cy/a U BBIHOCUTH CBOUM JIIOISIM
CMEPTHBIN MTPUTOBOP, TIOKA 51 HE UCKYITMJI CBOIO JKHM3HD Tepen 3eMiieil. 1 He 3Hasia, 4To 3TO TeMHOE
TATHO JUTS1 HUX TaK MHOTO 3HA4YMT. [IpOKJIATHE Ha MOIO TOJIOBY, UTO I PABHOAYIITHO MOTJIa BHUMATh
3TOMYy, Kak OyATO 3TO MeHs He Kacaercs! S craHy ero cMepTbio, IOTOMY UTO XOXY IO 3eMJie U He
oTOpachiBaio TeHb!». OlleneHeHre CMEHUJIOCh CMEPTENIbHBIM CTpaxoM. HeBO3MOXHO BBIPa3UTh CIIO-
BaMM JKeJIaHKe CriacTH JirooumMoro. OHa OOHsIIa KOPMIIIUILY: € Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TIOMOIIb U CIIACCHUE
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MOT'YT MPUATH TOJIBKO OT STOW €AMHCTBEHHOMW MOAPYTH, B OOBATUIX KOTOPOH peOEHKOM Cracasnach
OT CBOMX CTPaxoB M HyXkJ. « bl HUKOTJ]a HE OCTaBJIsIa MeHs B Oefie, — 3aKkpryasia OHa U 00XBaTHJIa
C CHJIOM CTapyxy, — IOMOT'Y MHe, MOs1 eTMHCTBeHHasi! Thl MHe BCE MpOCTUIIa, OTIPAaBUIIACh 32 MHOU
C HaIlIero OCTpoBa, Mpodpasach 3a JyHHbIE TOPbI, TPU MecsIa CKUTAIACh 10 TOPOIAM U ICPEBHSIM,
MOKa He y3HaJia, Tje s, KWia CPeiu JIIofIeH, K KOTOPbIM UCIIBITHIBACIIL OTBpAIlEHNe, e1a U craja
CHUMH, JIeJIJIa C HAM OJMH BO3/YX, M BCE paayl MeHs, IOMOT'Y MHE, OT TeOsl HUYero He CKpOoeTcs,
ThI HAl/IEIIb Ty TH, TeOe OTKPOIOTCSI BO3MOKHOCTH, YCIIOBHSI TeOe M3BECTHBI, Thl 3HACIIIb, KAK OOOUTH
3anpeTHoe! [lomoru MHe ¢ TeHbio, Most eiuHCTBeHHasi! Tlokaxku MHe, rie e€ HalTH, Aaxe eci MHe
NpUeTCsl COPOCUTD OZICKIbI M OTIIPABUTHCS 32 HEHM Ha THO MOpsl. YKaKH, Kak MHE €€ KyIUTb, 1aXe
ecJIM TPUIETCs] BCE 3a 3TO OTJATh, YTO MIEAPOCTh MOETO BO3MIOOIEHHOTO BO3JIOKUIIA HA MEHs, 14,
TMIOJIOBUHY MOEH KPOBU U3 MOMX apTepuii!». MoruaHne KOPMUJIUIIBI HAITyTasio e€ ere Ooblie, OHa
XOTeJa MOCMOTPETh €i B JIUII0. B 3TOT MUT mepBble COTHEUHBbIE JIyur (hakeJaMu BOH3WIUCH B KOM-
Haty. OTTaJKUBaoIee KOBAPCTBO 3aCTHIBIIETO JIMIIA KOPMUJIUIIBI TOPA3UIIo €€, OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA
ce0s1 MOKMHYTOM KaK HUKOTI/A B )KM3HU, CITyTHUIIA €€ ISTCKUX JIET TIOKMHYJIa e€, OHa OCTasach OfiHa.
Ho onHa Obl1a 113 TeX CylIecTB, Ubsl CHJIa YBEJIMUMBAIACH 10 MEpPE COMPOTUBIEHHS. « bl 3HaeIb 3TO,
37100Has cTapyxa, — 3aKpryasia OHa, — Thl BCEI/IA 3HaJa 3TO, Thl PAJ0BAIACh OMMU30CTH ITOTO, THI U
CPOK 3Haelllb, ¥ C PaJJOCTBIO XJEMIb THS, KOTOPbIA MEHs yObeT, KaK CUMTAIOT AHU A0 MPa3JHUKA. DTO
Y €CTb NIPA3AHUK IJIs1 TeOsl, OH HACTAHET U NPUHEeceT Tebe Harpaay Wik CMsTYeHre HaKa3aHusl, MOU
OTell y3HAET, YTO CTAJIO IJIATOH 32 TPYCIIMBOE, JKMBOE ceplie. Thl B OTHOM MTPOCYUTAIIACH, Tl XOTeNa
OCTaBUTh MEHS B HEBEJICHWH, B OKMIAHUM TpareJjuy, HO SIBUJICSI HEOSCHBIN COKOM M TpeaypeIu
MeHsl. I OYHysIach M 3HAI0 O TOM, YTO MHE M3-3a TeOsl yroTOBaHo. §I He X0uy 3HaTh CPOK, BOBMOKHO
MPOOWII TTOCTIEAHUI Yac, s IPeBpaIlyCh B KAMEHb, €CJIU Obl 3HaJIa 3T0. Sl HU 0 yeM TeOst He IOy, 5
TeOe MPUKA3bIBAI0 pa3o0bITh MHE TeHb, U, €CJIH I1J1aTa 3a 3TO OyJeT TBOSI M MOSI )KU3Hb, ITyCTh HAIIH
ObloIMecs cepla NpeBpaTATcs B KaMeHb. Mot OTel] 1ajieKo, a si 371eCh, IOJAHUMANCS U BeI BIepes,
s13a TOOOH, pa3go0y/Ib MHE BHICOUAKIIIUM UMEHEM TeHb! 3/1ech 1 ceiiuac HauMHAETCs My Th, CETO/IHS, a
HE 3aBTpa, CUI0 MUTb, & He KOTrJja B30OWAET conHie». Kopmumiia 3aapoxkaia, OoHa He 3Hajia, 4TO OTBe-
THUTh, BCE, Ha YTO ObLIa CIIOCOOHA €€ XUTPOCTh, BCE, UTO TIOUTH CIUIENIOCH B OIIIYTUMOE OCBOOOK/Ie-
HHe, BCe rcue3ano Ha e€ rinaszax. Crsimasi, B3parnpaiolias ot 0o, Moxoxas Ha 3eMHYIO JKeHIIMHA
CMOTpeJIa Ha Hee ¢ MpeHeOpeKUTEIbHON HEeXKHOCTBIO, TPaHrYaIleld ¢ HeHaBUCTHIO. [lepen Heli ceituac
CTOsIJIa HETIPEKJIOHHAsI TOCTIOXKa, TOTOBHOCTb YCITY’KMTh OXBATWJIA CTAPYXY OT MATOK A0 MaKYIIKH.
Ona nopICKMBaIa HETIOHSITHBIE yTelieHnsi. «Hu cnoBa, — 3akpuyaa rocroxa, — eciiv 3To He yKasa-
HHE MYTH, HU KaKUX OTTOBOPOK, HU KAKOTO MPOMEJICHHsI, CEKYH/Ibl CKUTaloT Moe cepate». «uTs,
BO3MOXXHO, 51 3HAIO MYTh U JOTaIBIBAIOCH AaXe, TIPH KAKOM YCIIOBUM MOXHO MOTYYHUTh TEHb. ..». «BOT
OHO, — 3aKpHyaia MOJOAasi *KeHimHa, — Tyna! Tel Biepenu, s 3a TOOOH, CHIO ke MUHYTY». «IIpu-
00pecTH — 3TO He COBCEM MPABUJIBHOE CIIOBO, — MPOOOPMOTAJIa CTapyXa, — 3aCIyKHUTh, BO3MOXKHO,
00MaHOM BBIMaHUTb Y 3aKOHHOTO BJiafe/blia». «Ty/a, rae 3ToT Y4esloBeK KUBET, Jake €M 3TO Jipa-
KOH CO CBOUM BBIBOJIKOM !». «MOXKeT, 1 MOXYy:Xe, Thl He Tymaia?». «Bnepén, Tbl, COMHeBaloIasICs, C
Pa3IBOECHHBIM SI3BIKOM, — 3aKpUYajia rocroXka B FHEBE M MOJHsIIA CTapyXy C moja. — Thl Xyke, yem
APaKoH ISt MeHs». «XyKe ApakoHa, OTBpATUTEIbHEN IS 1J1a3, OTTAJIKUBAIOIIEH IS YN, — CKa-
3aJ1a cTapyxa v MpUCTAIbHO MOCMOTpeIa MOJIOZION XKEHIIIMHE B JIUIIO, — CTh YeJIOBeK». «Beau MeHs K
YeJIOBeKY, KOTOPOMY He Hy’KHa €ro TeHb, UTO 51 CMOTY KYIHTb, 51 Oy/Iy LieJIoBaTh ero Horm». «be3pac-
CYAHOE ITUTsI, — 3aKpryvajia KOPMUIIMIIA, — Thl HE 3HACIllb, YTO Tl TOBOpPUIIL! Pa3Be He comporaenibes
THI OT HUX JaX€e B CBOMX CHaX, TaK MaJjo Thl O HUX 3Haellb? A ceryac Thl XOUelllb ¢ HUMH XUTh? C
HUMHU goroBapuBathesi? CII0BO 3a cloBOM, B310X 32 B3goxom? Tepners ux B3msiabi? [lomunHAThCS
ux 37100e? Jle6e3uts nepen ux HU30cThio? VM citykuth? 10 Oyaet. TeOst 310 He oTryruBaer?». «51
X04y TeHb, — 3aKpUYajIa UMIepaTpuIa, — MOWAEM, 51 Oyly CIIy)KUTb OJHOMY U3 HUX paau TeHu. I e
9TOT A0M, oTBeau MeHs Tyna! S xouy!». «Jlom? — oTBeTHIIa KOPMUJIMIIA, €€ B30P 3aTyMaHWIICS, —
ecu Obl 51 3HaJA, I7Ie OH, Mbl ObUTH OBl AajIbllle, YeM Mbl €CTh. MBI JOJKHBI €ro HaTh». Mosnonas
JKEHIIMHA TJIOTajIa CJIOBA CTApyXH: OHA TIOHSJIA, YTO TO, YTO OHA ceilvac cKkasaja, mpaBja 1 rnoosnes-
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HeJla elle cuiibHee. « Thl He 3Haelllb HA YeJI0BEKa, HU JIOM, — IPOLIENTalla OHa, — 3HAYUT, Mbl BIBOEM
Oy/ileM MCKaTh U Hai/ieM, Thl BIiepe/, s 32 To00I». E€ MykecTBO MOIHUMAIIOCH KaK TUIaMs B ajle-
6acTpoBoM cocyze. «51 3Haw, YTO OHU FOTOBBI IMPOJIATH UTO YTOIHO, 3TO BCE, UTO S 3HAIO», — CKa3aJia
crapyxa. «BcraBail ¥ MIIM MUCBMO CBOEMY INOBEJIUTENIO». «YTO 5 IOJDKHA MUCATh?» — CIIPOCHIIA
MMIIEpaTpUIIa TIOCTYIIIHO KaK IUTs. YMHasl cTapyXa ykasaia, 4To cKa3aTh B MUChbME. DTO JOIKHO
CKPBITh UX OTCYTCTBHE B TOJTyOOM /IBOpIie, O€3 HameKa Ha TO, UTo e€ Myrajio U TeM OoJiee O TOM, 4TO
OHa HamepeBaeTcs MpeAnpuHATh. OHa IPaIo3HO JiepKaja JIUCT U3 BBIICTAHHOU JIeOeMHOU KOXKU
HA JIaJIOHU JIEBOU PYKH, a TPABOBOM BHIBOIMJIA 3HAKU, PYKa TsKeJIesIa, BCXJIUIT 33 BCXJIMIIOM CJIETal C
e€ ry0. be3oOuaHbIe MMChbMEHa, BHIBOIMMBIE €€ PYKOH, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOTYT OTMIOBECTUTH O MPHOINKSHUN
Tparenuu. Bc€, kazanoch, MMeNIo ABOWHOM CMBICH, Jake KPACUBbIE 3HAKU KA3aJIUCh YCTPAILIAIOIUMHU,
BIIEPEMEXKY CO BCXJIMIIAMHU OHA 3aBepInIIa MMChMO, KPUCTAJIbHAS CJIe3a yrajia Ha JIeOeAUHYI0 KOXKY.
Kopmumuiia Habmonana, He MOHUMast, YTO B 9TOM cJI0kHOTro. OHa B3sj1a MUCHMO U3 €€ PYKH, CKpY-
THJIA U COTHYJIA MOTOJIaM, 0OepHYJIa PaCIIUTHIM KEMYYTOM IIATKOM M MOJIOKIIIA B YEXOJ U3 TI030-
JIOYEHHOM KOoxxu. ViMnieparpuiia cKkpernuiia YKy 4exJia JICHTOW U3 €€ BOJIOC, 3aBsi3alia y3JI0M, pa3Bsi-
3aTh KOTOPBIN OBLIO IMOJ] CHITY TOJILKO umnieparopy. [TMcbMO yrakoBaHO U OTAAHO TOHITY, UCKYCHOMY
BCAJHUKY, YTO 3HAJI JOPOTY.
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Bropas rnasa

B 1O Bpems1, Kak OH HarpaBuJl CBOETO Pe3BOrO MHOXO/1A BIOTOHKY OXOTe, KOPMUJIMLIA, & BCJIE
3a HeWl M UMIIepaTpHLIA, CKOJIb3sl MO BO3YXY, CHYCTUIMCh B OXKMBJIEHHOM TOpOJIE I0rO-BOCTOYHBIX
ocTpoBoB. Ha Hux Oblia GemHast ofexkaa, CTapyXMHO IUIAThe M3 YePHO-OeNbIX JIOCKYTOB JIenaso e€
MOXOKeW Ha MATHUCTYIO 3MEl0, MOJIofasl KEHILMHA BhIIIsAeNa ele Oosee HeMpUMETHee, ee CUSIIo-
Iiee JIMI0, HaMa3aHHOE TEMHBIM COKOM, M3MEHMJIOCh 10 Hey3HaBaeMocTd. HukTo He oOparman Ha
HUX BHUMaHM, OHU YCTPEMIIIUCh BJOJIb PEKH, KOTOpas repecekasa ropol. Kenarosatas Boja Hecsa
BHU3 KPYIIHbIE MIITHA TEMHON KPacKkH, KOTOPbIE MOCTOSIHHO MOMOHSJIMCh U3 PallOHa KPACUJIbIIMKOB,
PAacIoNOKEHHOTO 32 MOCTOM; C JPYroro Oepera, rie CTOsJIM HU3KUE I0Ma TyOUITBIKOB M CHIPOMSIT-
HUKOB, IOHOCUJICS CMPaJl AyOUJIbHOM KOPBI, HA CKJIOHAX CYLIMJIMCh PACTSHYThIE LIKYPbl (KUBOTHBIX,
IIPUKpEIJIEHHbIe MAJICHbKUMU J€PEBSHHBIMU KOJbIIIKAMHU. [10 3Ty CTOpOHY KMJIM Ky3Hellbl U TBO3-
JWJIBIIMKHY, B BO3/lyXe 3BEHEJM MaJaiolie MOJIOThl, FOPesl OTKPBITHIA OrOHb M CTOSUI 3aIlax *kiKeH-
HbIX KombIT. Kopmusmiia 3amarasa OwicTpee, ee TOoCTyIb cTajia Oojee yBepeHHOM, Kak OyaTo OHa
Harajia Ha cJiell, MMIIepaTpuLa ciejoBaia 3a Heil. OHM 3alluld Ha MOCT, [0 KOTOPOMY JBHUIaJIach
TOJINIA HAPOJY, HOCUJIBIIMKH, COJIAAThI, JBYXKOJIECHBIE IOBO3KH M BCaJHUKK. Kopmuuniia npoTucku-
BaJIaCh CKBO3b TOJIITY, UMIIEPATPULIA ITBITAJIACh HE OTCTaBaTh, HO Y HEE 9TO HE OYeHb NONTy4yaoch. OHa
elle HUKOI/Ia He CTAJIKMBAJIACh TaK OJIM3KO C TEM YKacHbIM, UTO €CThb B JIMLAX Jiofed. MykXecTBEHHO
OHa XOTeJ1a IIPOMTH MUMO HETro, HOTH XOTeNH, cepie HeT. Kaxaas nogHaTas pyka, Ka3ajaoch, XoTesa
CXBaTUTB ee, OJIN30CTh TAKOTO KOJIMYECTBA PTOB OblJIa OTBPATUTENIbHA. be3kaloCTHbIE, ATYHBIE U ITPU
3TOM, KaK €l IOKa3aJoCh, UCIyTaHHbIe B3Il CTOJIBKUX JIML CJIMJIMCh BOEAMHO B €€ rpyau. OHa
BUJIEJIa Niepes] cOO0i KOPMUJIUILY, KOTOpast OIJIsABIBATIACH HA HEE, OHA XOTella CleJoBaTh 3a Held, JII0fI-
CKOM KJIyOOK UyTh HE pacTolTaj €€, BHE3aITHO OHAa YyTh HE OKa3ajach IO KOMBITAMH OIPOMHOIO
JIOIIaKa, UX B3MJISIbI IEPECEKIINCh, OCO3HAHHBIA KPOTKUI B3I/ KUBOTHOIO Ipesas ei cui. Beap-
HUK yAAapui oclla, KOTOPbId He pelajics HACTYIUTh Ha JPOKABIIYIO JKEHIIMHY MaJIKOW 10 TOJIOBe.
«ITO MOTOMY, YTO 51 MOT'Y IIPEBPAILATLCS B KMBOTHBIX, MO Cy/1b0a B JKECTOKMX pyKax Jofen?» —
MIPOHECJIOCh B €€ TOJIoBe, OHA B3[IPOrHYNa, Ha MFHOBEHME 3a0bLIach U OUYTHJIaCh HEM3BECTHO KaK
OTTECHEHHasl JIIOICKMM ITOTOKOM B KOHIIe MocTa. OHa yBu/ieJla KOPMIJIMLLY, CTOSIBLIYIO BO3JIE OTKPbI-
TOTO TPAaKTUPHOTO JIOTKA, Ta XkJaja ee. TaM Jiexkaltu Tesiblia KPaCUBBIX PO30BATO-30JIOTUCTHIX PHIOOK,
B KOTOPbIX CBOMMM pyKamu Komnoumics Herp. Ha nepekiaiuHe BUcesl OCBEKEBaHHBIN ATHEHOK, €TI0
rojioBa yrnaja BHU3, €ro KpOoTKHMe I71a3a CMOTpeM Ha He€. KopMmuiuua notsHyna ee k cede, yBU-
JIeB, KaK OHa MoOJe/iHesa M 3aKpblla IJla3a, U BhIpBaja €€ U3 JIIOACKOW TOMIbl B MEPEYyIoK. 31ech
ObLJIO MEHBILIE JIOJEW, OHM HECIM TIOKU C MaTepUeil, Ha IoMax TYT U TaM COXJIM Ha jKepsaX JAJIUHHbIE
TI0JIOCH! OKPAIIEHHOW MaTepuu. [IeTu-NoApOCTKH TAlUIM KOpbITa ¢ TEMHOOKPAIIIEHHBIM MaTepua-
JIOM Ha IpoMbIBKY. CTapyXa OCTaHOBUJIACH NEPE/l CaMbIM HU3KKM JIOMOM KPAaCHUJIbIIMKA U MIPUCITY-
11a1ach K rojiocaM CIOpPUBLINX, KOTOPbIE JOHOCHIUCh HapyxXy. MysKcKue rojgoca 3By4aid pasapa-
KEHHO, MOJIOAIOM KEHCKUI T0JI0C OTBEYAJ 3J10 M HAJMEHHO, 3aTeM BMEIIAJICS APYTol MY>KCKOM roJioc,
ero HU3KMUH, CIIOKOWHBIN TeMOp, TIOX03Ke, MPU3bIBA K MUpy. JKeHCKuii rooc 3a3Bydalt emie ¢ 60J1b-
111eH 3710CThIO M HAIMEHHOCTBIO. «MHEe HPaBUTCS 3TOT IOJIOC», — CKa3ajla KOPMIJIMLIA M KMHYJIA MMITe-
parpuie, ctath Ommke K creHe. CBapa BHYTpH HaOHMpasia 0O0pOTOB, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HU3KHUH rojioc,
KOTOpbII FTOBOPUJI MEHBIIIE BCETO, IPUKA3HBIM TOHOM, XOTSI M OYEHb CIIOKOMHO, HACTOSUI HA CBOEM.
HenoBonbHble, paccTpOEHHBIE MYKCKHE T010ca IPUOIM3MINCh K IBepH JoMa. Kopmumia caenana
BUJI, UYTO OHA WJET JaJIbllie, HO ee HEMOIIb U OOJIE3Hb 3aMeUISIIOT ee KaX/abli mmar. MiMneparpuia
CKOJIb3WJIA PSAZIOM C HEH, U3 JOMa BBIIUIA TPOE MYKYMH, OJHOIVIA3blid, OMHOPYKUI M TPETHiA, 4TO
MIOMOJIOXKE, KPUBOM, MPUXPaMbIBAJT Ha JIEBYIO HOTY. «BeposiTHO, Mou OpaThsi, — CKa3aJl OIHOIJIA3BIM,
KOTOpbII Ka3aJicsl CAaMBbIM CTapIIMM U3 HUX. — [IpucraB, KOTOpBIH ABaALATh JBa rojia Ha3ajl BIOWI
MHE IJ1a3, HUYEero He clieJiajl MHe M0 CPAaBHEHMIO C TEM, YTO JieslaeT keHa Opary Moemy». «IIpaBia,
HHUYET0, — CKa3aJl OTHOPYKHH, B TO BpeMsl Kak OHHM CBEPHYJIM B IIEPEYJIOK, — IPOKJISITAst MacI0O0MHS,
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KOTOpasi MATHAALATH JIET Ha3al OTOpBaja MHE PyKy, He C/lesiajia MHE HUYEro MO CPAaBHEHHIO C TeM,
YTO OHa JiefiaeT Moemy Opary». «M BepOmon, 4To AeBsTh JIeT Ha3a[ cJoMal MHE CIIUHY, HUYTO I10
CPaBHEHMIO C Hel» — 100aBUII Opat oMoJioxe. «JledcTBUTENIbHO, 9Ta 0ada, Hallla CHOXa, — MPOJIO-
KUJT CcTapimi OpaT, — U3-32 CBOETrO BHICOKOMEPHS M 3J7I00bl XYK€ UyMbl U TIO3TOMY OHA OCTaeTCs
OeCIIONHOM, XOTs1 MOJIOAA U KpacuBa, a Halll OpaT MyX4MHA U3 MYKUMH». «ITO Hall IOM», — CKa-
3aj1a KOPMIJIMILIA, TIOBEPHYBIINUCH CIIMHOM K OpaThsM, JUIIOM K gomy. OHa OBICTpO 3amuia B A0M,
MIPOCKOJIb3HYJIa KOPUIOP U MOTSHYJA 32 COO0 MMIepaTpully B HU3KHUIA capaii, KOTOPBIA, Ka3aJloCh,
BOT-BOT Pa3BAJIMTCS OT CTAPOCTU. « MBI IOJKHBI TIOJOK/AATh, [TOKA MYK YHIET U3 JI0Ma», — MPOIIIeN-
Tajla OHa €Ml U MoKa3aJia Ha IIeJIb B CTEHE PsJIOM, K KOTOPOU MpuHUKJIA r1azoM. OHa ykazalia umre-
parpuiie Ha ApyTyIo Iefb, 1 OHM YBUJIENN €AMHCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY B jome. MMrieparpuiia yBuena
O4eHb OeIHO OJETYI0 MOJIOAYIO KEHIIUHY C CUMIIATUYIHBIM, HO HEJJOBOJILHBIM JIMLIOM, CHJSIIYIO Ha
3eMJIe M C Pa3UHYTHIM PTOM CMOTPSIIIYIO BAaJIb, €Ille OHA YBHea OOJBIIIOr0 KOPEHACTOrO My KUMHY
COpOKa JIeT, OH CBOMMHU TEMHO-CHHUMH PYKaMH YKJIAIbIBaJI OTPOMHBII TIOK IypITypHOTO Yerpaka,
OOBSI3BIBAJI €ro OeueBKaMu, YTOObI B3rPOMO3/IUTh ceOe Ha CITUHY, OH ObUI CHJIEH KakK OBIK: 3TO ObLI
Bapak, kpacuspimk. 3a padboTol OH MOBEPHYJI CBOE OOJIBINOE JIMIIO K CTeHe, HU3KUH JI0O, OTTOMbI-
peHHbIe yIH U 3usiiomuil pot. OH Mmokaszascs UMIlepaTpylle OTTAIKUBAIOIIE HETIPUSTHBIM, a MOJIO-
nasi JKeHIIMHA TTPOU3BesIa BIeUaTIeHHe 3JI0M U MOMJION. Bbhlio BUIHO, UYTO KPACHIIBIIUKY XOTEJIOCH
3aroBOPUTD C )KEHOM; KOT/Ia BCE Y3JIbl HA TIOKE ObLIM 3aBS3aHbl, OH HEYKJIIOXKE EPEMHUHAIICS C HOTH
Ha HOTYy, Jiesiasi BUJ, YTO YTO-TO TOJHUMAET C T0Jia BO3JIe Hee, UCTIAuKal PyKH B JIy’Ke MPOIUTOM
Kpacku, 60pMOYa 4TO-TO MOCMOTPEJ UCKOCA Ha CBOIO XKEeHY; HO €€ B3IJIs1 YIOPHO ObLT yCTpeMIIEH B
MYCTOTY, OYATO ero 31ech U He ObUT0. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH B3I0XHYJI, OMHUM MaXOM 3aKHHYJI HOIIY Ha
CIIMHY U, COTHYBIIIUChH KaK BBIOUHOE )KUBOTHOE, YBECUCTBHIMHU, Pa3MEPEHHBIMH ITIaraMH HATIPaBUJICS K
asepu. Kak TOJNBKO KeHIMHA OCTaIach OJJHA, OHA ToTYac BcTaia. OHa BSJIO CIOHSIACH MO0 KOMHATE,
OIPOKHMHYJIa HOTOH CTapylo KAMEHHYIO CTYITy, YTO CTOsIIa Ha 3eMJie, IepeKUHYTasl )KUIKOCTb Pasiiv-
JIach Ha TPsA3HOM Moiny. OHa HaMOJIOBUHY COrHYNIACh, YTOOBI COOpaTh BOAY, €€ ryObl HICKPHUBUJIUCH B
NpeHeOpeKeHUH, M OHA OCTaBUJIa BCe, Kak ecTb. OHa MOAOIUIA K €€ M KPacHIIbIIUKA yOOroMy JIOKY,
YTO OBLIO COOPYKEHO B CAMOM JaJIbHEM YITy KUPITMYHOU CTEHBI U3 MAPhI CTAPBIX MOAYIIEK U MOKPHI-
BaJI, MIPYBeEJIa ero B MOPSIJIOK, MMHAsI HOTOH TO, YTO Jiexkano KpuBo. OTOMIS B IIEHTP KOMHATHI, 3710
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha KPoBaTh. 3eBasi, MPUHSIACH UCKATh B JAbIPE B CTEHE CKYJHBIN 3ar1ac jKeITO-3eJIeHbIX
OJIMBKOBBIX BETOK, OHA OpOCHJIa BETKY Iepe]] 04aroM, 4yto ObUT HUYEM MHBIM KaK IMOTEeMHEBIIEeH OT
KOTIOTH JILIPOH B CTEHE, ¥ PaCTSHYJIACh HA MOy KaK YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIH MPECHITUIICS IOTOi padOoTOM.
Ee pyku CKONBb3UIIM TIO TeJTy, OHa HEMPOU3BOJIBHO YJIbIOAIach, YyBCTBYsI CBOW TOHKUH cTaH. «Ilopa, —
MPOIIENTaj]a KOPMIJIHIIA, — 3aXoauM». OHM BBICKOJIB3HY/IA U3 Capasi U BOLUIM B JBEPb JKIJIHIIA.
Hora nMmieparpuiip! elie HUKOrJa He MepecTymnaa Mmopora 4eJIoBeYecKOro Kuibs, 3a UCKITIOUEeHUEM
ee COOCTBEHHOTO JIBOpIIa; OecCpUUMHHAs TPEBOra OXBATHJIA €e, OHa CHOBA 3aKpbuia I71a3a, MOoKad-
HYBIIIMCh, CIOTKHYJIACh 00 py4Ky OOJIBIIOrO Yepriaka, BaJISIBIIErOCs Ha MOy, WA OMOpY, OHA CXBa-
THJIACh 32 BUCEBIIMIA HA LIETM KOTeJI, KOTeJI OKATHJI €€ MypITypHOU KUAKOCThI0. Korja sxeHmmHa Ha
CBOEM T0pore, Ha KOTOPBII PeIKO CTyIajia Hora He3HAKOMIIA, YBHEJIa CTApyXY, MIOXOXKYIO Ha YePHO-
Oelyl0 COpPOKY, U MOJIOAYIO CIIOTHIKAIOIIYIOCS JKEHIIMHY, OHA TPOMKO pacCMesiiach, Kak CMEITCS
IeTH, U JIONT0 He MOIJIa CAep:KaTh CBOM CMeX, a CTapyXa TYT e IMOIBITANIACh CIIOBECHBIM MTOTOKOM
JIOBKO BBIBEPHYTh CHTYAIIHMIO ceOe Ha MOJb3y. «ITO HE YIUBUTENIBHO, — OHA HavaJla, — YTO MOSI JI0Yb
CIIOTKHYJIACh, 32 YTO OHA MPOCHUT IMPOIIEHHUsI, TUTs HE MPHUBBIKJIO K TOPOMY, ycTajla OT OErOTHU MO
yJIMIaM, B paccrpocax ¥ rnouckax. Hekotopble ykasbiBaiyu HEBEPHO, BO3MOXKHO, TIO HE3HAHUIO, BO3-
MOXHO, TIO 37100€, OJTHAKO OHA He OTCTYMUJIA [0 TeX MOop, MOKA He Halllla BEPHBIH JOM, M BOT ITpe/] Heil
ee rocroxa, n30paHHasi KpacaBulla», — HA TOM OHA CKJIOHWJIACh TIepe]] KeHON KPaCHIIBIIHIKA, KOC-
HYBIIIMCB JIOOM T0J1a, IPU3BaB CBOIO JI0Yb CHEIaTh TOke camoe. «CBOMMM I71a3aMH BUXY, HET B HEil
HE MaJIelIIero COMHEHHS, YTO Mbl Ha BEPHOM MecTe». « 1o 3a mpaBuiibHOe Mecto? Kto ux nmocnan?
C xakoii mespio? YTo Bce 3TO 3HAUUT?» — CIpaliMBajia ceOsl KPacHIIbIIUIA, APOXKa OT YIUBJICHUS.
Crapyxa omsiTh, OTBEIIMBasi MOKJIOHBI, MTOBE/IANIA, YTO OHA XOPOIIIO 3HAET, YTO €€ MOJIOION TOCTIONe
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HY)XHa CITy’)KaHKa, ¥ OHa MOKOPHEMIIIe POCUT, ITPY TOM OHa TOIIEI0BajIa MO0 €€ TUIaThs, YI0CTO-
UTb UX YECTU JJOKA3aTh Ha JIeJIe OIIBIT €€ elle KPEIKOro BO3pacTa 1 MOKOPHOCTH ee jouepr. Monoaast
JKEHIIIMHA YyTh HE yIaja 3aMepTBO OT CMeXa, 0OCOOEHHO KOT/ia yBUjIea Ha IOy HE3HAKOMOK TEMHO-
CHHEee TATHO OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUS K TPA3HOMY 1oiry. Ho KTO 3To, KTO MX mocia ciofa U yKas3ajl BO3-
MOXKHOE€ MECTO CJTy’KeHHSs1, OHA 32 MHOTMMH CJIOBaMU He OTKpbLUIa. Kak BBISICHUIIOCH, 3TO OBbUT HE3Ha-
KOMeII Ha MOCTY, HO HE Ha HOBOM MOCTY, a Ha CTApOM, MOJIOZION MY»XYHMHA, COBCEM IOHOIIIA, N3bICKaH-
HBII FOCTIOIVH; BOBMOXKHO OH JISHCTBOBAJI 10 TIOPYUYEHUIO APYTOro YeIoBeKa, Fopaoro, OJaropogHoro
TOCIIOJIMHA MOCTapIIIe, YTO BBHIMISAET KaK KHA3b, OH CHavasia AepXkajcs B CTOPOHE, HO MOTOM TOXe
3aroBOPUIJI C HEel, KaK OHA MPABUJILHO TONIAraeT, OblJI0, BEPOSITHO, TAK: B €r0 JIUIIE MOJIOZAs TOCTIOKA
Hallla BEpPHOTO U MPEJaHHOTO MOKJIOHHKKA U Jpyra. Ha 3Tux cnoBax crapyxa Tak JIMBHO M MHOTO-
3HAUUTENILHO CBEPKHYJIA C KPACHBIMH MPOXKUIKAMU IJIa3aMH, YTO KPACHIIBIIHIIA CAENAA [Iar Ha3as,
ClaJKasi BOJIHA YOVMBJICHUSI HAKpbLIa €e, BO BHEIIHEM MHpPE y Hee eCTh TaKOH JAPYr, MyCTh OHA €ro
HUKOI/Ia HEe BHJEJa, HUKOT/A JI0 3TOro Yaca He BHUJeSa HA MaJISUIINX MPU3HAKOB €ro CyIeCTBOBA-
Hust. Crapyxa npuOIM3UiIach K Hel BIUIOTHYIO, TaK KaKk OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO KEHIIMHA HE OTBO-
padyMBaeTcs OT Hee, a, HA0OOPOT, TSAHETCS K Hel JyIiel, OHa PUTBOPHIIACH, UTO OOUTCSI OOPATHOTO
¥ mpu3Basa Oora B CBUIETENH, YTO HE MOKET ObITh OOJIBIIErO HeJOpa3yMeHHUsl, €CIIM OHU BCE-TaKH
nonanu He Tyaa! OHa MPOCUT MO3BOJIEHUSI CITPOCUTD, ACHCTBUTEIIBHO JIM 3aMYKeM MOJIofas TOCHoXa,
McaHast KpacaBulia, yKe B TeUeHHe BYX JIET, OHAKO IPH 3TOM, YTO CTPAHHO, y Hee IO CUX MOp HeT
aeTei — 3To OblTa Obl OHA — 3aMY’KEM 32 YEJIOBEKOM M3 apTesiv KPACHIIBIIMKOB COJMIHOTO BO3pacTa
— OH JIETKO MOT OBbI COMTH 3a ee OTIa — HeKa3ucTas (purypa, orpoMHbIi pot u Oobime yium? Eie
Myka 30BYT bapak. B nome Takske KMBYT TpH He XKEHATBIX JAEBEps, 3JIble, JIOKYWINBbIE TAPHU, OHO-
PYKUIA, OMHOTJIa3bIid U TOpOATHIA, CBApIUBBIE Oe3/1ebHUKH U HAXJIEOHMKH 3a CTOJIOM OpaTa, KOTOPBIX
10 CMEPTH HEHaBUIUT TAMHCTBEHHBIN JIPYT U3-32 TEX XJIOMOT, YTO OHH MOCTOSTHHO JIOCTABJISIIOT €T0
npekpacHou rocroxe. C 3Toro MOMeHTa MPEKPACHO KPaCHIIbIIUIIE ObIIIO OUEBHUTHO, Y Hee eCTh Tail-
HBII IPYT C TAKTMYHOM JyIION ¥ TOMBICTIaMH, OOJIbIIIE BCETO i JIbCTHIIO, YTO OH 3HAET BCE 10 MeJlb-
YAWITIMX TIOAPOOHOCTEH Mpo ee ObITHe, IPUCMATPUBACT 32 HEW U JICUT C HEW Te TOPEeCTU U OOUIbI,
KOTOPBIMU SIKOOBI TaK Oorara ee MOJIOIOCTb, Oarogapsi STOMY ee ONOCThUICBIINE OyIHU HATIOJIHU-
JIMCh BHE3AITHBIM BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM, U €r0 OTOJECKH OTPa3ujIMCh Ha ee juie. «Mbl criaceHsl, —
3aKpuyania crapyxa. — Mbl B IpaBWJIbHOM MecTe! DTO Thl, pefuaiiiiasi, u30paHHast U3 ThICSY, s 3HAIO,
3TO YyBCTBO COTPEBAET BHYTPU MOE CTapoe cepalie. ITO Thl, KOTOpasi eperphIrHeT yepe3 COOCTBEH-
HYIO TeHb, KOTOPOW MIPECHITIIIN OeCIIpecTaHHbIe HallPaCHbIe OOBATHS €€ MyXa, KOTopasi cKa3asia cama
cebe: « cpITa MaTepUHCTBOM TPEXKIIE, YEM UCIIBITATh €ro. DTO Thl, KOTOPasi BHIOpaa CTPOMHOCTD
HETPOHYTOI'O TeJIa, B CBOEH MYIPOCTH OTKA3aJ1ach HAPYIIUTh CBOE JIOHO M OTKa3aJach OT PaHO YBSI/I-
X rpynaei». Crapyxa npou3HOCKIA STU Peud TPOMKHUM T'0JIOCOM HAaNogo0ve Mpa3AHUIHOTO TIeCHO-
TIeHUs1, 2 OTBPATUTENIbHASI TPHMAca, KOTOPYIO OHa BBIOpasia Uit MUpa JIOAeH, NeUCTBUTEILHO HATO-
MUHaJIa TOJIOBY ISITHUCTOW 3MEU, IPUTOTOBUBILEICS K HanaJeHuo. JKeHa KpacuIbllKa CMOTpea
Ha 0e33yOblil pOT, B KOTOPOM OBICTPBIN SI3bIK IJIEJT MEXK/Iy TOHKUX I'yO BOJIIIEOHbIE CKa3KH, U HE 3HAJIA,
YTO C HEl: YTO-TO MOXOKee Ha MPOUCXOAAINEe JIeKAIO TEMHBIM ISTHOM Ha ee AyIle MEXIy CHOM U
OOIpPCTBOBAHUEM B TEUEHHUE JIBYX JIET ee OecIUIOAHOro Opaka, OHa HUKOTJA 3TOro He MPOU3HOCHIIA,
naxe camoil cebe, BO3MOKHO, C Ty0 COpBAJIOCh HEBBICKA3aHHOE B TOJMyIpeMe, KOrja OHa JOJDKHA
Obl1a Kak 0e3BOJIbHBIN PEOSHOK MOAYMHHUTHCS C BSJIOW Ope3rMBOCTHIO HE MCCSKAIOIIEH HeXHOCTU
CUJIbHOTO KPaCWJIBIIMKA — 3TO MPO3BYyYaslo, U HUKTO, KpoMe Bapaka, He mor storo 3Hath. M eciu
YTO-TO ¥ TIPOHUKJIO B TAMHUKM €ro QyIIW, HUKOTJA Y HEero si3bIK He TIOBOPAYMBAJICS 9TO CKa3aTh, a
TYT HE3HAKOMasl KCHIIMHA TIeJIa el 3TO B YIIIW, U 3TO 3BYYaJIO KaK M0XBaja B EPEIUICTEHNH C Tpe-
CKa3aHUsIMH, YKPAIIEeHHOE BOJHYIOLMM MOCJIAHUEM HEU3BECTHOTO BIIOOJIEHHOTO; HU OJIMH YeJIOBEK
C Hell TaK He pa3roBapuBaJl, OT CMYIIEHUS ¥ BaXKHOCTU MPOUCXOJSIIIETO ee MoouepeTHo Opocaio To
B JKap, TO B XOJIO, JIIOOOMBITCTBO ¥ CTHIJI THAJIM €€ TIPOYb M MAHWIIU K CTapyXe, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
OT BOJIHEHHMSI TUTay 3aCThLT B €€ TPYAU, OHA CKaula TyObl, YTOOBI HE BBIITYCTUTD €r0 HAPYXKY M OTBEPHY-
nace. Crapyxa 3a CIMHOW YKPaAKOH Mojasia UMIIEpaTpULe 3HaK, OHA yKa3ajia MbUIAIOIIMM B3[JIs1I0M
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JILICBIX,, 0€3 PECHMII I71a3 Ha ONIEKITYI0 TeHb, KOTOPYIO OTOPAChIBaJIa KEHIIMHA B MOy TEMHOW KOMHATe,
OyIITO MOTrIaXkuBas ee, MPOTSIHYNA K Hel MaJIblibl, KaK ecyii Obl OHa MOIJIa COpBaTh €€ C ToJia U Bpy-
YHUTh CBOEH rocrioke. OHa 3aKpyKuiia BOKPYT KPAaCHJIBIIMIBI M HAaYaJla pa3kKUrarb OrOHb CMSITEHUS
HOBBIMH, IIPOHUKHOBEHHBIMH 3aBEPEHHUSMH B TOTOBHOCTH CITYKUTb. «O rocrioxa, OKaKiu MUJIOCTb
YIOBJICTBOPHU HAIIly IMPOCKOY, UCTIBLITA HAC ¥ BO3BMU IMO3KE C COOOU B CBOIO PAIOCTHYIO OOMTEIb>.
«ThI Oe3yMHas1, — cKazasia JKeHIIMHA. — 3/1eCh ¥ HUT/Ie O0JbIie MOst 0OuTe b, Tam Yepriaky BHIMBITS,
MEIIAJTKU BBIYUCTUTD, CTYITy BHIMBITh, OA/IbI0 BBUTUTD, TIOJT IIOMBITh, B KOPHITO HAOpaTh BOJBI, pa3o-
IpeTh KOTEJ C XOJIOJHOU BOJIOH, C TOPsIYEH MOMeIaTh, BHICKOOIUTh TaM HIKYpY, IEPEMOJIOTh METIIOK
3epHA Ha PyYHOW MEJIbHUIIE, IMyCTh TEUeT MAC/Io MO LUIAHTY, a POy Ha CKOBOPOJIKY, ITyCTh OTOHb
TOPHT, a pbl0a KapuTCs, JENeK! NoaxoasT. bapak, Moii My, TOJIOIEH, /1a OAHOTJIa3bli, OHOPYKUIA
1 TOpOYH TOXKE XOTAT €CTh». «3a [IeJI0, 10Yb MOsI, — 3aKpUyaiia cTapyxa Kak ofepKumMasi, — BIepe
Y TIOTOPAIUIMBAKCs, MBI JOJKHBI YOEIUTh HaIly TOCIOXY, YTOObl OHA MPUHsIA HAC B JIHM CBOETO
OmaroneHcTBUs». «K yeMy 3Ta GeccMbICuIa», — CKazasia JKeHIIUHA 1 3aCMesIach. «3a CKOBOPOIKH,
OTrOHb TOpu!» — MPOH3UTENBHO 3aKpUYajia cTapyxa, He orBevas eil. CKOBOPOIKHU IO BO3/AyXY MpH-
TUTBUTH K Hell B PYKH, a 3eJieHble OJIMBKOBBIC MPYTUKYU Hayald MOTpecKuBaTh. «KTO BBI, — cKa3ana
APOXKAIIUM roJIOCOM Kpacuibiuia. — KTo aTa 6e3MosBHAs MOIofiast )KEHIIMHA, OHA JeUCTBUTEIBHO
TBOsI J0ub? OHa He Moxoxka Ha TeOs1, ToYeMy OHa JEPKUTCS B TEMHOTE U TaK MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPUT
Ha MeHsI?». BCIIBIXHYJIO TUIaMsl OTHS, ¥ TeHb MOJIOION KEHIIUHBI MPOTAHYJIACh TIO TIIMHSIHOMY TIOJTY
1o nanpHel creHbl. «Ciona pplOKM M3 3aKPOMOB PHIOAKOB», — 3aKpHUalia CTapyxa, He MpeKpariast
KOJII0BaTh HaJ orHeM. CeMb PhIOOK MPUIUIBUIM MO BO3AYXY B TOHKHE MaJIbLIbl CTAPYXU U OIYCTHIIH
CBOM pO30BATO-30JI0THIE TEJIbIIA PSAOM C JPYT IPyroM Ha Kojtofe. «KTo BbI?» — MOBTOpUMIIA JKEHIIMHA,
3atauB Jpixanue. «[IpsHocTH M3 caloB MOel rocnoxu!» — 3aKpuyaia crapyxa MpUKa3HbIM TOHOM
Y BBICTaBWJIA CBOM KOITH B ITyCTOTY, 3allax MPsSHOCTeW HAMOJHWI KOMHaTy. «Kakoil rocnoxu?» —
3aKpryasa MOJIO/ast KeHIMHA KaK BO CHE, MOJTyKHMBasi OT cTpaxa u modonbircTBa. Crapyxa 6pocuia
PBIOOK Ha CKOBOPOIIKY, MOJIMJIa MIX MAcCJIOM U OTIpaBUia Ha oroHb. «CrpocH y 3epkaial» — 6pocuia
yepes 11evo. «Y MeHsI HeT 3epKaJia, — MOCIEITHO BO3pa3uiia KPaCHIIBIIHILIA, — 51 IPUYECHIBAIOCH HAJL
yaHoM». [1y1aMsi OrHs1 MOAHMMAJIOCH BBIIIIE, M TEHb CTAHOBIJIACH BCE KpacHBee U Kpacusee. «K yemy
3TO NPUBENET?» — lyMaJia UMIIepaTpuIIa, JpoXka OT HeBeIeHUsI U HeTepieHus1. Y Hee ObLJIO YyBCTBO,
YTO PHIOKU KaJIOOHO 3aroiocuiy. Jla, OHM OYeHb OTYETIIMBO MPOIIEIIH CJIOBA!

Mawma, mama, nycmu Hac 0omoi.
/leepv na 3anope, Ham He 3atimu.

«[ne s, — nporoBopuia umneparpuna. — ToabKO s 9TO Ciibllly ?». B Kakol-TO MOMEHT 3TH
3BYKH MTPOHUKJIM B CaMble COKPOBEHHBIE ITTyOUHBI €€ AYIIH, HUKOTA C Hell He MPOMCXOANIIO MO100-
Hoe. Kopmutiiia opynoBasa HaJi OrTHeEM Kak OfiepsKiMast, CKOBOPOIKHY MOAIPHITUBAJTH, MACJIO KUTIEJO,
PBIOKY MOXPYCTHIBAIH, MHUpOry noaxoamw . OHa KpUKHY/IA B BO3IYX, B €€ MPOTSHYTOH pyKe OKa3a-
JIach OpOTas JeHTa, YChITaHHAsI )KeMUYYTOM U JparolieHHbIMUA KAMHSIMH, KaK Ta, KOTOPOW OHa CKpel-
JIsi1a MUChMO, B JIPYroil Kpymioe 3epkano. OHa CKJIOHMJIA KOJIEHU Mepejl KpaCHIIbIIUIIEH, KoTopast
npucena Ha non Bodsie Hee. Crapyxa MpOTSAHY/A €il pyKy, JIeHTa BIUIENACh B BOJOCHI, I0HOE JIMIIO
ropeJsio B KPyriioM 3epKajie OyITo pokaeHHOe OarpsHbM orHeM. KamoOHO 3areniu pelOKu:

Ham memto u nam cmpauiro,
Mama, nycmu nac eHympe.
Hau nozosu arobumozo nany,
Umob o omkpwvin 08epuv!

«OHHU He chplar 370 ?» — NogyMaa UMIIepaTpuLa, y Hee IOTEMHEIO B IJIa3aX, HO OLyLICHHUS
He npornaganu. OHa OTUETIMBO BUjeNa JBe Apyrue purypbl. Mosogas Jiexana, CheKUBIIUCh, U He
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OTpBIBAJIACh OT 3€pKaja, CTapyxa MeTajlach TyAa-Clofa MeXIy Hell M oyarom. «$1 BHJesa MOXOXKHiA
COH», — TIPOM3HECITH TYOBl KPACHIIBINUIIBL. JIMIIO MOJIO/ION KEHITUHBI U3MEHWIIOCh, e CIIeIyIoIIre
CJIOBa HEBO3MOKHO ObLIIO pa3oOparh. CTapyxa MOANPBITHYJIA K HEl KaK HeKHbIN JIIOOOBHUK, ITPUCESa
BO3JIe HEe M POT MpoIIenTan el Ha yxo: «Tebe Takke MPUCHUIOCH, U4TO 3TO OyaeT BeuHo?». OHuU
TIOHSUIM JIPYT Jpyra C nomyciaoBa. Mosozas JKeHIMHa Obla Ha ceJbMOM HeOe OT CYacThsl, OHA 3aKa-
THJIA TJ1a3a, ObUTH BUIHBI TOJIBKO CBepKatomiye Oenku. «CHavaia Tpyu HOYM — y TeOsh XBaTUT CUi? —
npormrena crapyxa. — Tpu Houn 6e3 TBoero mMyxka». Moyofas *KeHIUHA TP pa3a KUBHYJA: «ITO
€pyH[Ia, YTO Jiajiblie? — MpolienTaga OHa. — To AypHO? DTO OTBPATUTEIBHO, YTO 3TO, UTO 51 I0JIKHA
cnenatb?». «O HeBUHHOE WTS, — 3aKpUYalia CTapyxa, Iajis ee pyKH, meKku, cTynHu. — Cyimas 6e3-
nenuua». «Tel Oygemnb co MHOW ?» — BBIIOXHYJIA KPACHIIbIINIA. «Pa3Be Mbl HE TBOM PaObIHU C 3TOTO
yaca!» — 3akpruaiia crapyxa. «Ckaxu MHe, Kak 3T0 OyzeT» — cripocuia Mojofasi. « Tl OKuaaeib
OombIIIoe U Oy/Iellb yAMBIIEHa MaJIbiM — OTBETHJIA KOPMIUTHIIA. — Tpy HOUM U PEIIMMOCTh, 9TO CaMOe
CJIOXKHOE». «PeleHne mpuHsTO, TpY HOYHU JIJISI MEHS JIETKO, CKaXH, B YeM 3aKJII0UYaeTcs: paboTar.

«ThI BBICKOJIB3HEIL HA CXOJIe JHS M HOYHM M3 JIOMa K OTKPHITOM BOAE», — CKazajia crapyxa.
«Peka mo0Gmu3ocT» — mpolienTaia Moaoaas.

«ThI MOBEpHEIILCS CIIUHOM K OeryIei Bojie M CKUHEIb OJeK/1y, HIIero He JIOJKHO ObITh Ha
TeOe, KpoMe Ty(iiu Ha JIEBOW HOTE».

«Hwuuero, kpome 3T0ro?» — NpOroBoprja KpacHIbIIHIA U UCITYTAaHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

«3areM BO3bMEIIlb CEMb TAKUX PBIOOK, OPOCHUIIIb JIEBOW PYKOW Yepe3 MpaBoe IIeUo B PeKy U
TPYXKIBI IOBTOPHUIIIH: «OTONINTE OT MEHsI, BBl IIPOKJIATHIC, U )KUBUTE Y MOel TeHU». Tak Thl HaBCeraa
M30aBHIITBCS OT HEeXKEJAHHBIX M HAYHETCs OJlaskeHHas KU3Hb, TI0 CPAaBHEHHUIO ¢ KOTOPOW 3Ta JIeHTA U
Tparesa, 4To s IPUrOTOBHJIA, JIUIIh KAJTKast 3aKYCKa».

«YT0 3TO 3HAYUT, UTO 5 CKAKY MM, HEKEJIAHHBIM, KUBHUTE Y MOEH TCHU?»

«TO YaCTh CACNKH, KOTOPYIO ThI 3aKJII0YAEIIlb, U OyJeT 3HAUUThb, YTO C ITOTO Yaca TBOSI CMyT-
Hasl TeHb OTOWET OT TeOs1, U ThI Oy/IeIIb CUSITh, UTO CIIEPE/IN, UTO CO CITUHBD» . JKEHINMHA OTePSHHO
MOCMOTpeJIa MUMO 3epKasia. «$ caenaio 3To», — 1o0aBuia oHa. «Mama, 0 rope» — 3aKpUvaIi PIOKH
YMUPAIOIIAM TOJIOCOM U CBAPHIIKCH. TOJIBKO UMIIEpaTpHIIa CIBIIIAIA STOT KPUK, KOTOPHIA TIPOH3UIT
ee, 4TO OHa JI0JKHA Oblla 3aKPBITh I71a3a HA HEOolpeieieHHoe BpeMsl. Korma oHa ux CHOBa OTKpbLUIA,
TO B OTOJIECKE 3aTYyXAIOIIEro OrHs yBHUJENa, KAK KPaCUJIBIIHIIA COTHY/IACh, YTOOBI MOIEIOBATh CTa-
pyxe pyKy. B Hauane KOMHaThl, BO3JIe OTHSI, U3 TOJIOBHHBI CYMPYXKECKOTO JIOKa IJIs1 KPACHIIBIIMKA
Bapaka ObU10 MPUTOTOBJIEHO MECTO ISl CHA, a C3a/IH, TIepe/l JIOKEM JKeHbI BUcesa 3aHaBecka. Kopmu-
JIMIA CKJIOHWJIACh Tiepe]] KPACHIBIIUIICH U MOTSIHYIa 32 COOO0M 104b K JBepH. «YTO Mpon301LIo?» —
CIIPOCHJIa UMIIEPATPHIIA, KOT[a OHM BCTYITWIIM B HOUb. «IMHOroe», — oTBeTi/Ia Kopmuiuia. «Ceep-
IIAJIOCH 7» — CITPOCHIIA UMITEPATPHILIA U IOBEPUTETHHO IMPUKOCHYJIACHh K KOPMUIIUIIE, He OyAy4u cpeau
monei, oHa Oosbliie He myrajia ee. Kopmuimiia Harpaguia ee HACMENUIMBBIM B3IsiaoMm: «Teprie-
HUe! — cka3ana oHa. — Bcemy cBoe Bpemsi».
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Tperba ri1aBa

Kpacunpimk bapak npuien 1omoit no3aHo. B komHaTe ObIJIO TEMHO, M CTOST apOMaT Kak B
nome OGorada. OH 3aKer CBET U, K CBOeMY O'POMHOMY YAWBIICHUIO, YBHJEN, YTO CEMEWHOE JIOKE pas-
JIeJIEHO TOM0JIaM, OJIHA MOJIOBUHA B COBCEM HENPUBBIYHOM MecTe, OIMke K ovary, Ka3ajloch, Kaaja
ero, Apyras OblUla 3aBellleHa KyckoM Matepuu. OH Mojoes TyAa, MPUKpbIBast Ja0HbIO0 CBET, OTO-
JBUHYJI 3aHABECKY U YBUJIEJ CBOIO JKEHY, Kak peOeHOK CIaBILYIO CO CKaThiMU Kynakamu. Ee Jpixa-
HHe ObUIO POBHBIM, OHA TOKa3aJach €My TaKOH JKeJIAaHHOW, HO OH CAEPXKaJICsl, HECIBIITHON MOCTY-
TIbIO MOZIONIEIN K 0Yary, Mo 3araxy Hallej OCTaTKU POCKOIIHOM Tpamne3bl U3 phlObl, PSHBIX, HA Maciie
’KapeHbIX MUPOroB, KOTOPbIX OH HUKOIJA /10 3TOro He mpoOoBaji. OH OTIOKWII MOJOBUHY PHIOVHBI
Y KYCOK IIMpOra ¥ TUXOHBKO OTHEC 3TH OCTaTKM B capai, 4ToObl ero MilaJiinii Opar, ropOyH, ecim
€My HOYBI0 WM PaHO YTPOM 3aXOueTcs MMOJaKOMUThCS, Haulesd 3T0. OH MOBEpHYJ K CBOEMY JIOKY,
CIIPaBUJI KOPOTKYIO MOJIUTBY, CHJIsl HA KPOBAaTH, 3aCThUI HA MTHOBEHHE, MPUCTAJIbHO MTOCMOTpPES Ha
3aHaBeCKy, KOTOpasi CKpbIBajia (pUrypy ero xensl. HUKakoro ABMxeHus He ObLIO, C TUXUM B3JI0XOM,
KOTOPBI, OIHAKO, KaK M BCE Y HEro ObLT MACCHBHBIM, PACIIPABUJI CBOM WIEHBI M TYT ke 3acHyisl. Ha
cllefiytoliee yTpo, 10 PaccBeTa, OH BBIIMIEN K peKe, B3sUl CBOIO CTYIy M PacHOJIOKHI CBOIO padoTy
B CTa Iarax OT JIOMa, YTOObl HE MOTPEBOXUTh LIYMOM COH >keHbl. Korja oH BepHyJCs, TO yBUIEN
JBYX HE3HAKOMBIX KEHIIMH, KOTOPblE IPOCKOJIb3HY/IM BHYTPb, IEPECTYIUB MOPOT AOMA. «IDTO MOU
TETKH, OHU Oy/IyT B MOEM YCITy’KeHUH Oe3 IIaThl», — CKa3asia KeHIIMHA, KOTOpasi, Ha ero yAuBIICHHE,
yxke Bcrana. Korga o6e He3HaKOMKHM CKJIOHMJIHCh, YTOOBI TTOLIEIOBATH TOJI0N €€ IJIaThsl, e MaHepa,
KaK OHa IM03BOJIMJIA 3TO, OblIa TIOJTHA U3SIIECTBA, €My ITOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH ellle HUKOTa He BUMIEI ee
Takoy KpacuBoii. Ho y Hero He ObLI0 BpeMeHH, TenuTh ce0s ee TMKoM. OH B3rpOMO3INIT TPYITMYHBINA
TIOK CBEKEBBIKPAIIIEHHBIX IIKYP KMBOTHBIX ceOe Ha CITHHY, CTapyXa MOAIPhITHY/Ia eMy omMoub. OHa
nozoexkaia K JABepU U pacnaxHysa ee nepel HUIM U CKJIOHWJIACh, KOrJa OH MPOXoauia MUMo. «Bos-
Bpalaics ckopee JOMOM, MO MOBEJIUTENb, — 3aKpUyaia OHa. — Mosl rocrioka U3HbIBAaeT OT TOCKH,
korja Te0s1 HeT!». OIHUM IPBIKKOM OHA O4YTHJIACh BO3JIE MOJIOJIOM I'OCIIOKH, €€ IO HACMEXaJIOCh
0e3 cJ10B HaJ Bbille M. « MrHOBEHHs Kak 30J10Tast MbLIb, YTO YTEKAET, — poLIMIesa oHa. — JlaBaii
s yKpaury Te0sl, 1 Mbl IOHJeM».

«Ham Hewero nenathb 3a npejesaMu 1oMa», — CKa3ajia KeHIIMHA.

«Thl pa3pelvilib, 1 HO30BY TOTO, KTO TOPUT KEJTAHUEM MTPUATH».

«O KOM Tbl FOBOPHIIIb 9TO ?» — CKa3aJia KeHIIMHA OTPELIEHHO U TBEPIO [OCMOTpeJa €l B JIULIO.
Kopmummina pacrepsiiach, HO He TIokasasa Buay. «O ToM, 4TO Ha MOCTY, — 0€3 TeH! CMYIIeHHsI OTBe-
THJIa OHa, — O HEM I'OBOPIO, O CAMOM Hec4acTHOM u3 MyxkuMH! I103Bosb MHE MO3BaTh €ro U npuBe-
CTH K yIeJly ero MeuTaHuid W Hajexa!». «f xouy, 4rod B 1oMe ObUIO YMCTO, — CKa3aja KpacHJb-
IIMIIa ¥ TOCMOTpeJia MUMO cTapyxu. — Kotes JosskeH 61ecTeTh, BBICKOOIMTD CTYTIBI, CTapble MEIIaIKA
JOJDKHBI BBIIVISIIETh KakK HOBbIE, 110J1 BBIMBITh, M ITOTOPAIUIMBAWTECh, OAHO 3a APYruM». «O Mos roc-
M0Xa, — XKaJIOOHO MPOTSAHYJA CTapyXa, — MOMHH, €CThb TOT, KOTOPOTO MBICJb O TBOMX PacCITyIIeH-
HBIX BOJIOCAX 3aCTABJISIET KOJEHU APOXaTh». «YaHbl Ha y/IUIy HA POMBIBKY, — 3aKpryajia Kpachiib-
IIUIIA, — THI OECCThIKAsI, BRIYUCTUTH KOPHITA M1 OOUKH, APOBA HAHOCUTD U3 Capas, MATh CaXkeHb JPOB,
pazkeub OrOHb IJIs1 KOTJIA, MEJIbHUIIBI JOJDKHBI TaK paboTaTh, YTOO MCKPHI JIETEIM, KPOBAaTH 3arpa-
BUTb, BIIepe]], pa3, 1Ba! [lleBenmreck Bbl 1Boe! bapak, Moii My:x, IOJKEH PaioBaThCsl, UYTO Y MEHS JBE
NPUCTYKHULB». «O rope Ham», — 3aKpryasa crapyxa U yrnaja B HOI'M KeHIIUHe. «[lonu npoub,
J0Yb MOSI, TOCIIOKA HAC MIPE3UPAET, U He XOUET, YTOO MbI el COCITYKMIIM HACTOSIIITYIO CITy KOy !»

«Pa3Be BB He MpUcATaIy OBITh B MOEM YCITYKEHUH WM HET? — 3710 3aKprvaja KpacHbIIUIa
Y BBIIEPHYJIA HOTY U3 PYK CTapyXH, YTO Ta MoKayHysack. — Kisnuch nim Het?» OHa TONHYJ1a HOTOM.
Kopmmmina v nmneparpuia 3a0erany, OHM MPHUBEIU B MOPSIOK KPOBaTH, OHU BBIHECH YaHBl U
MHCTPYMEHTHI Ha IPOMBIBKY, HaTaCKaJIM JPOB U3 capas U CJIOXKWIM APoBa MITa0eIsAMHU, BHIUUCTUIIN
CTYIy ¥ BBICKOOJIMJIM Yepraku. B 370 BpeMs KpacHiIbLIMLA BbITAIMIIA U3-T10/1 OAYIIKY JIParoLeH-
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HYyIO JIeHTY ¥ 3epkayio. OHa cujenia Ha 3eMJie Ha CBSI3Ke CYIIeHBIX TPaB M YKpariaia cedsl, HO JIUIO
OCTaBAJIOCh 0E3PaZOCTHBIM. «BBI TyManu, 4to 5y Bac B KapMaHe, — Opochiia OHa yepes3 IUiedo. —
Panbinie Hy’)kHO ObLIO BCTaBaTh. Terephb moderaiTe 10 CeIbMOTO MOTa». « Thl IPOTroJIOIaeIbes, MOsT
rOCIIOXka, — CMUPEHHO CKa3asla KopMuInia. — Hudro Tak He mpoOykaaeT roioJ Kak CMOTPeTh Ha
TO, KaK paboTaloT Ipyrue», — U MPOTsAHYIA el Ha MAJICHbKOW TapesiKe acCOPTU U3 Pa3HbIX MalliTe-
TOB C TOHKMM ITPSIHBIM 3al1aXOM, KaKMX jK€HA KPAaCWJIbLIMKA OTPOIACh HE BUJIEIIA: OHA C YIUBJICHUEM
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX, B3sla TapeJIKy U Chella OfIUH 3a JIpyruMm Bce OyrepOponsl. Korga Bapak mpwuinen
B 00€/1 TOMOW, OHa ObLJTa HEe TOJIOMHA U HE TIPUTPOHYJIACH K eJIe, KOTOPYIO TPUTOTOBHUJIA KOPMUJIHUIIA
Y KOTOpasl Tak mpuuuiack 1o Bkycy bapaky. OHa no-mpekHemMy mMajio rOBOpWJIa M He OTBevasa Ha
BOMpPOCH Myka. OH He MPOIJIOTUII HA KYCOUKa 0e3 TOro, 4ToObl He BHITAPAIUTH CBOM KPYIJIbIE I71a3a
Ha Hee, OCJIKM ero I71a3 HauMHAJM OJIeCTeTh OT OECIIOKOMCTBA W COCPEIOTOUCHHOCTH. «MOTUTECH,
BbI pa3JIe/IMBIIKE C HAMHU Tpare3y, — cKazajl bapak TeTymikam, KOTOpble CUEIU MOoJalb Ha 3eMJIe
Y TIOIVIONIAJIA OCTAaTKU MUIIU. — MOJIUTECH, UTOO OHA CHOBA CMOIJIA €CTh M YTOOBI 9TO IOIIIO €l Ha
MoJb3y. BbI, TOKHO OBITh, 3HAETE, — IPOJOJIKAT OH, — HEJIENII0 Ha3a/l S PUTJIACKIT K HaM B JIOM BCEX
MOMX POJICTBEHHMII, OHU BEJIM KPACUBBIE PEUH, KyMYIIIKH, O HE, MOel KeHe, U s, 3HaeTe, CeMb pa3
Ha HOYb €J1 TO, YTO OHM OJIArOCJIOBUIM TIOKEJIAHUSMU Ttofopoaus. W ecim mMost skeHa Bener ceds
CTPaHHO, MHAYE, YeM OOBIYHO, TO BOCXBAJISIO S 3Ty HEOOBIYHOCTh U CKJIOHSIOCH IEepe]] STUMH U3Me-
HEHUSIMU: J1a CHU30MET CYacThe Ha MOIO TOJIOBY, B OXKHMIAHUM MOe ceptie». JIMIo Mononon xeH-
IIMHBI TOOIEIHENO OT 370cTh. «Ho mydernasbie BegbMbl, — CKa3aja OHa UCKPUBJICHHBIM TPUMAaCcOo
pTOM, — JOJIKHBI 6I>UII/I 3HaTh, YTO HALLICTITBIBAHUC 3aKHHHaHHfI, JOJIZKHBI 6])UII/I 3HaTh, HE UMECT BJIa-
CTHU Hal MOUM TEJIOM, 1 UTO DTOT MY)K‘H/IHa HpI/IHHH Ha HOYb, JOJIKHBbI 6LIJII/I 3HaTh, HE BJIUSAECT HA MOIO
KEHCTBEHHOCTh». OHa Pe3KO MOAHSIIACH C 3eMJTH, HAIIPAaBUJIACh B IITyOMHY KOMHATHI K CBOSH KpOBaTU
1 3aJIepHYJIa 3aHaBecKy. bapak Toxke BCTas, ero poT OTKPBUICS, OYATO OH XOTEN YTO-TO JOOABUTh, €T0
I71a3a CJIIWIN 3a 3aHABECKOM, KOTOpasi CKphIBaJIa ero xkeHy. Mojda OH Hadal YKJIAJAbIBaTh OOJIBIION
TIOK OKpAITIeHHON MaTepyu, YTOOBI BOAPY3UTH ero cede Ha criuHy. Korjna oH 3akoHYmII, Oy/Iydu BO3je
JBEpH, TIONPABUJI TPY3 HA CBOEH CIMHE W JAPYKETI0OHO CKa3all TeTylKaM: «$I He 3071 Ha keHy U3-
3a ee CJIOB, Y MEHsI PaJloCTHO Ha cepiile, 1 B OKHMIAHUU OJIarOCIOBEHHBIX, 4TO MPUAyT». «OHU He
MpUAYT, — MPOIIENTana mpo cedsl KeHIMHA, — HA B 9TOM JIOMe, CKopee YHIyT orciofa». OHa mpo-
IIerTaga 3T0 MOoYTH GE3MOJIBHO 32 3aHABECKOM, YTO HUKTO HE MOT 3TO YCJIBIIIATh; HO KOPMUJIHIIA BCE
e YCTIbIIIaIa, MOPIHYB JILICBIMU, O€3 PECHUI] TJIa3aMH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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