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AHHOTaAMSA

Ckazounbiii ViMriepatop Ha OXOTe TBITAJICS MOACTPEUTD ra3elb,
HO OHAa NpeBpaTWiach B TPEKPACHYIO JIEBYIIKY, BIOCIEICTBUM
CTaBIIyl0 ero sxeHoi. OpHako, MpUOOpeTs] YellOBeUecKUd OONHK,
KEHIIMHA He CJeNajiach YeIOBEKOM: y He€ HeT TeHH, U OHa He
MOJKeT cTath Matepblo. Oterr Mimreparpuiibl, Haphb MOA3EMHBIX TyXOB
Keiiko6an, cooOiaer jodepy CBOIO BOJIO: MOJAOOHO BCEM JIIOISIM,
OHa JIOJDKHA MMETh TEHb, MHAUYE€ MYXK €€ IPEBPAaTUTCA B KaMEHb,
a OHa HaBcerga BO3BPATHUTCS B MOA3EMHOE 1apcTBO. [I0 McTedeHwust
CpOKa OCTa€rcs TpU JHA, a y VimMnepaTpulibl HET HUKAKUX HAOEK/ Ha
CllaceHue Myxa. . .
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IlepBas riiaBsa

Wmrmiepatop ObUT B MOKOSIX UMITEPATPUILIBI, YTOO YKPBITHCS OT
JIETHETO 3HOS, OHa 00OMmoOoBaa ceOe MOKOM Ha BEpXHEH Tep-
pace romy6oro gsopia. Kopmumia 1o npuBblYKe 3acThlia Ha
CTpaxe Ha Teppace, pyras cyap0y, KOTopast OTajia ee ToCIoxy,
(et 1 peBHOCTHO OXpaHSIEMYIO JOYb MOTYIIECTBEHHOTO KHSI3S
IyXOB, 3aMyX 32 CMEPTHOTO MY)XYUHY, MYCTh Jake OH U UM-
THIepaTop I0ro-BOCTOYHBIX OCTPOBOB. B cBoeM BooOpakeHnH OHa
HO-TIpeKHeMY Oblla BMECTE C JIOBEpEHHBIM el peGeHKOM-(eeit
Ha OTHOKOM MaJIeHbKOM OCTPOBE, OMBIBAEMOM BOJAMH YEPHO-
ro Kak CMOJb 03epa, OKPYKEHHOIO CEMbIO JIYHHBIMH TOPaMH,
I7IE OHU BEJIM CIIOKOWHYIO YEAVUHEHHYIO KM13Hb. CHOBaA €M Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO OHAa CMOTPHT Ha JUTA-TIOAPOCTKA, KOTOPOE Ha ee IJia-
3aX MPEBPAIlAIOCh B SIPKO-KPACHYIO PHIOKY U, CBETSCh, CKOJIb-
3WJIO0 B TEMHBIX BOJAX MOTOKA, WM MIPUHAMAJIO 00pa3 MTHIIBI U
TIOPXaJIo B YTPIOMBIX BeTBsiX. Ho ee MeuTaHust pa3opBajio Herpu-
SITHOE JIBOSIKOE OIIyIIeHHe IeUCTBUTETbHOCTH. C HEPOU3BOJIb-
HBIM B3/I0XOM OHa pacliaxHyla IJ7a3a M MOCMOTpesa B TyOb
yapyiomieir TeMHOTH. OHa oOpaTniia BHUMaHUE Ha 3apeBO HAJl
6ombimM npynoM. CBedeHre ObICTPO MPHOIIKAIOCh, KOTa OHO
KacaJioch MaKyIlleK JIepeBbeB, OHM TOXE HAUYMHAIN CBETHTHCS.
Ee ckoBai cTpax: 3T0 OBUIO CYIIECTBO C TOTO CBETa, K KOTOPOMY
OHa TOXe MPHUHAJJIeKANA, HO YKe OOJbIIe, YeM TOfl, TIPeCTaTh
niepesi KOTOPBIM €l He XBaTaJlo CMEJIOCTH: OIHAKO 3TO ObLT He



Kefikoban, oTer ee rocroxu, MHa4Ye oHa Obl CHJIbHEE AposKaia.
Korna teppaca o3apuiach CBETOM, IbIXaHUE MUpPA AYXOB IIPOH-
3WUJI0 ee 10 Mo3ra Kocteu. [TociaHHUK CTOsA nepes Hel Ha TUIoC-
KO KpBIIIIE B IOCTIEXaX U3 roy0oi YelTyu, KOTOpbIe IMIOTHO 00-
JIeraJiv ero KopeHacroe Teno. Ero uccuHsi-uepHbie BOJIOCH ObLITH
3aIlJIETEHBI B KOCY, €ro 1a3a cBepkaim. «KTo TeI? — ucryranso
Crpocuiia KOPMUJIMILIA, — TeOs 1 HM pa3y He Buiena». «5 aBe-
HaJIAThIH, 9TOro Tede IOKHO OBITh I0CTATOYHO, — OTBETHJI T10-
CJIAHHMK. — {1 3/1eCh 3a/1a10 BOIIPOCHI, TBOE Ae0 — OTBeuaTh. Ho-
CUT JIA B 9TOT pa3 OHa HEPOXKJECHHOIO B cBoeM JioHe? [Iponso-
IIJIO JIU B 9TOM MecsIie To, 4yero Mbl Bce Tak doumcsi? To rope
TeOe U MHe, U BceM Ham». KopMuiniia sHepruyHo 3amMoTasa ro-
noBoi. «MTak oHa elrie He 0TOpackiBaeT TeHb ?» — 3a7aBasl JaJTb-
111e BOMPOCH MochHaHHUK. «Her, — 3akpuyana kopmwiuna. — S
MOTY 3aBEepHUTh TeOsI B 3TOM, KaK U OJMHHA/IIATh TeX, YTO MpH-
XOOUIIM JI0 TeOsl, KaK TOJIBKO Mpoxoaui mecsil. OHa Takxke OT-
OpachiBaeT TeHb, KaK ecJii Obl ee TeJI0 ObLJIO U3 TOPHOTO XPyCTa-
ns1. To, 9To OHa OcTaBsIeT mocne cedsl, KAMHU, TPaBy WM BOLY,
CHSIET TIOCJIE SIpUe, YeM U3YMPYIbl U Tonasbl». «bnarogapu cBo-
€ro cozjaressi, YTO 3TO TaK, CTOsl Ha KOJIEHSX Oiarogapu, Jer-
KOMBICJIEHHAsI KEHIIIMHA, 3aC/yKUBAoIIas Kapbl». «Jlerkombic-
nenHas ! 3acyxkuBaromas Kapsl! f momkHa Obl1a CBOMMHU pyKa-
MU CJIOBUTH IOPKYIO pbIOKY B Bozie? S Morna yaepkarhb 3a pora
MOJIOZIyI0 CTPONTUBYIO ra3esib? 3aueM OH Jlajl e Jap MepeBo-
rwiomienusa? Tak oHa nonana B pyku Jioaen! Uto Tonky ot mo-
eil OIUTEIHOCTH, MOMX MOCTOSIHHBIX CTpaxoB!». «Bcex HyxkHO



IIPOBEPATH», — OTBETWII MOCIAHHUK. «M mouemy, — BO3pasuiia
KOPMHJIMIIA, — OHA CHOBA MOTEpsiia CBOW BOJIIIEOHBIH ap, KO-
TOPBIM €i ceiuac Tak HyXeH, Ojarogapsi KOTOpOMYy OHa MOIJIa
Obl CHOBa M30esKaTh 3710ro poKa, Takke Kak OHa Ciojia rorasal»
«Bce nmeeT cBoe Bpems1, MHa4e He ObLJIO Obl MCIIBITAHWH. J[|BeHa-
JIATh JIYH MPOIILIO, OCTaoch Tpu IHs ! » «Tpu ans!» — 3akpuya-
Jla KOpMWIMLA, NIEPENOIHEHHAs pajocThio. TlocnanHuk crporo
nocMoTpen Ha Hee: «KTo Hayuwmn Tedsi, — cka3al OH, — CpaBHU-
BaTh MrHoBeHus1? Cobepuch 1 He CITyCcKail ¢ Hee 11a3. 3050Tas
BOJIa CTPAHCTBYET MO CBETY, OyIeT He OUYeHb XOPOIIIO, €CII OHa
ee BCTpeTUT». «Bona xxu3Hn? — 3akpuyaja KOpMUWINLA, — 5 HU-
KOTJIa He BUjiena ee, ObIOIIYI0 KJIIOUOM, 5 3Hal0, OHa MOJTHA TauH-
CTBEHHBIX JIapOB, OHA MOXET MOMOYb € MOTy4YUTh TeHb?». OHa
Obl TIPOIOJIKIIIA PACCTIPOCH, HO € MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHA CIIbI-
IIUT MO33 ceOsl B criajibHe KaKou-TO mopox. OHa MmoBepHyia
TOJIOBY W yBUjeNa OJieJHbIN CBET OT JaMIibl uMneparopa. Ocra-
BB CBOIO CIISIIIYIO )K€HY, OH CTOsLT MOJIHOCTBIO ofieThiil. Kopmu-
JIMIIA TIOCTIETITHO OOEPHYIACh — IOCTAHHUK FCYe3, CBET, KOTOPBIN
€ro OKpyKaJl, Ka3aoch, 3aroiIHuI codoii Bc€ BOKpyr. Mmmepa-
TOP JIETKOM MOCTYIbIO MPOILIE] MUMO (PUTYpPbl KOPMUJIULIBI, OHA
CKJIOHWJIACh K noity. OH Takke MaJio oOpaiiiai Ha He€ BHUMAaHUS,
Kak ecqy Obl TIepe]] HUM Jiekall Kycok KoBpa. OH ycTpemMuics
K Kpalo KpbILIH, NOAHSAB I0JI0BY, BCMATPUBAJICS B CyMEPEUHYIO
nanb. CBexuil BeTep MpUHEC eMy U3 3a00J1a4HON 1Ay TO, 4TO
OH XOTeJl yciblliaTh. B TUIIMHE M1aTaHOBOM ajuien eMy MojiBe-
JIM KOHSI, TIO €ro MpUKa3y KOMbITa ObLIH, KaK BCerna, 0OMOTaHBI



MaTepHel; 1o MPUBBIYKE, 3a/I0JT0 IO TOro, Kak 3a0pe3kuT Oe-
JIBIM IEHBb OH BBIE3KAJI HA OXOTY, OCTABUB CBOIO JPEMITIONIYIO CY-
MPyry, BEYEPOM OH BO3BpaILAJICSl TOJBKO TOrJa, Koraa yxe ¢a-
KeJIbl Topesii Ha OamocTpaaax JIECTHHUIIB, a KOMHATa Oblia 3a-
MOJIHEHA MATKHUM CBETOM JIEBATH JIaMIL. TeM He MeHee, HU OfHY
HOYb Ha NPOTSKEHUHU ITOTO TOJa, IBEHAATh MECSLEB KOTOPO-
ro MpUOIUKAIUCH K KOHILY, OH He TIPOBEJ BAAIM OT CBOEH kKe-
Hbl. Kopmuiuiia Boiijia BHyTpb U MPUCENa B HOrax CIsIEed, Ha
KpPalo KPOBaTH; C IBOMCTBEHHBIM YyBCTBOM HEKHOCTH OHA CMOT-
peJia Ha CBOIO BocniuTaHHUIY. OHa BbITAILIMJIA JIAMITY M OTBEJIa €€
B CTOPOHY: HM HAMEKa Ha TeHb Ha CTEHE OT r'OJIOBbI, IJIeY, TOH-
KMX KpacuBbIX Oenep. Crisiimasi MeTanach BO CHe, ee JIMIO MCKa-
3WJIOCh OT OOJIM, JIETKMIA CTOH BBIPBAJICS M3 TOPJIa M COPBAJICS C
ry0. BHe3armHO OHa OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a, MOJHSIACH B KPOBATH, KaK
JVIKUI 3Bepb, KOTOPBIN cOpachiBaeT COH B MTHOBEHHE OKa, OHa
onpaBuiiach oT cHa. «OH yexaJs, — cka3aia oHa. — M B aToT pa3
Oy/IeT OTCYTCTBOBAaTh TpU HOUM». KopMuimiia B3Iporuyia, oHa
BCIIOMHIJIA CJIOBA TIOCJIAHHWKA, HO OBICTPO COBJagaia ¢ COOOM.
«YTO THI BUMIIIb BO CHE? — CIIPOCKJIA OHA BTOPOMSIX, — TBOU CHbI
yKacHbI». «OH OTIPABUJICS B TOPbI HA TOUCKU CBOETO KPACHOTO
COKOJIa, — CKa3ajia uMrieparpuua. — M He ycrokouTcs, moka He
HAWJET ero, Jake eciv eMy TOHAJOOUTCS ISl STOrO TPUALIATH
JHEN U TPUALIATh HOUEn». «['ope Ham, 4TO Mbl OKa3aJIUCh CPEIU
JIOJIe!, — 3aBejla KOPMUWIMIA. — DTO TaK JIaJeKo 3aluio, YTO Thl
BO CHE YK€ BBITJISI/IMIIIb TIOUTH KaK UM 1ofoOHas!» «Ilouemy Tbl
HE OCTaBWJIa MEHS CIaTh? — 3aKpUyajia UMIEPATPULIA, — YTO S



Oyj1y Jienathb BCE 3TO BpeMsi, €I Obl s MOTJIa OTIIPABUTHLCS BCIIEN
3a HUM, ax, MIOYeMY sl TOJIbKO TIOTepsiia TaJlicMaH». «be3yTert-
HBII peOCHOK, KaKk MOIJIa Thl ero notepsTh! Pa3se st He roBopuiia
TeOe 6epeub ero Kak 3eHUIly OKa, OT HETO 3aBUCHUT TBOSI Cyib0ax.
«Pazymeercs 51 He 3Haja, 4TO B HEM KPOETCSl MOsI CWJIa, KOTOpast
MO3BOJISIET MHE TIEPEHECTUCH B TEJIO XUBOTHOTO. Teneph s 3Ha10
Y HakazaHa 3a 310. Eciiu bl OH Mo-TipeXxHeMy ObLT Y MEHs, Kak
PagoOCTHBI ObLTM OBl MOM JIHU, BMECTO 3TOTO IMyCThle NIeYaIbHbIE
JHU B BEPEHUIIE CYACTIUBHIX HOUEH. YTO 3a )KU3HB ObL1a Obl, KaK
xoTesna Obl 51 KaX[Ibli IeHb B HOBOM 00pase MajiaTh B PyKU Moe-
ro rocroguHal». «BceMy MPUXOIUT KOHEI», — YIPIOMO CKa3ajia
KopmuiHIia. «Heysxenu Tel Jymaenib, — 0XUBUIIACH UMIIEpaTPH-
112, — OH CMOT OBl MEHsI TaK OBICTPO TOT/A 3AMOTYYUTh, €CIIU Obl
€ro KpacHBII COKOJI HEe CeJl MHE Ha TOJIOBY W HE OCJIETIHI MEHS
OecnpepbIBHBIMU y/IapaMU CBOUX KPbLIbEB, UCKPbI MOCHITIAINCH
U3 MOUX IJ1a3, U s yraja B KOJIoYeM KycTapHUuKe». «OH mpasja
MOT TTyCTUTb B TeOs CTpey, yOuiilia, He3pstuee ucuaaue aga?».
«TpI x0Tesna Obl, 9YTOOBI OH Y3HAJ MEHS B 9TOM OOJNHMKe?» — BO3-
pasuia umMrneparpuiia. «Ilocie 3Toro oH MHe 4acTo KJISUICS, YTO
B3IJISI]] Ta3eM 3aCTaBUJI JPOTHYTh €ro pyKy, M CTpesia Kak Ko-
JIOYKA JIMIIH Moliaparnajia MHe 1€, BMECTO TOro, 4ToO MpOH-
3UTh MHE TOPJIO». [IpuritylieHHOe MPOKJISITHE COPBAJIOCH C I'Y0
kopMuwIpl. «CKopee He B3IV MO BBIIAJT MEHsl, 3TO ObLIO
TOrja, Koraa si, ObicTpee, 4eM s 9TO ceiyac roBopio, BEPHYIACh
B CBOW MPUBBIYHBII 00pa3 ¥ B MOJIbOE MOAHSUIA K HEMY PYKH.
OH y3Ke CIpBITHYJI C KOHSI ¥ HaIleJIWJT B MEHsI BTOPOE OCTaBITIee-



s KOMbE. B ero HaMThIX KPOBBIO I71a3ax ObLI TUKHH a3apT Ipe-
CIJIeIOBAaHMSI, YEPTHI JIUIA HanpsikeHsl. W s, KoTtopasi momoou-
Jia ero C caMoro MEPBOTo B3IVIAAA, KOTOPYIO MOCTOSIHHO MaHUJIO
6e3yJep:KHO K HEMY, COIPOTHYJIACh M B CTpaxe 3aKpuyalia nepen
JMLIOM cMepTU. Ul TOJIbKO 9TOT KPUK, TAK OH MHE CKa3al, 3aCTa-
BUWJI €70 OUYHYThCSI OT ITOW OJIEPKUMOCTH, U 9TO CIACIIO HaM 000-
UM Ku3Hb. Ho HUKOIIa, — OHa TUXO JI00aBWJIa, — HU OJIHA KCH-
IIMHA HE UCIBbITaIa Ha cebe 3peuila 3TOro BeIMYeCTBEHHOTO
npeoOpakeHus1 CBOEr0 BO3MIOOIEHHOTO: OT CMEPTEILHOM yrpo-
3bl OXOTHHMKA K MSATKOW YMHUPOTBOPEHHOCTH BO3II0OIeHHOTO. U
TOJILKO OJIH pa3 5 CTajia ero, ¥ HUKOraa OoJIbIle 3TO He IMOBTO-
pUTCsi, HUKOI/Ia OOJbIlle s He YBUKY TakOro Iepexoja Ha ero
quue». OHa CHOBA OTKpbUIA M1a3a v npoaoykuia: «OH Kisics,
YTO CMEPTHBIN YeJIOBEK, KaK OH, HE CMOXET IMEePekKUTh OOJIbIIIe-
0 OJIHOTO pa3a B )KU3HU UYBCTBO CUACThSI TAKOW BHE3AMTHOM CH-
Jib1. JIO/KHO OBITh, 3TO MpaB/a, HEMOCPEICTBEHHOTO MOCIE STOTO
s BUJeJIa ero, oH ObLT OyATO Oep:KUM, KOTJja €ro KpacHBIN CO-
KOJI ITOTAJICSI MY Ha TJ1a3a, OH Opocall KaMHH eMy BCliell, B Oec-
CMBICJICHHOU SIPOCTH TPWK/Ibl HATPABJIST HA HErO KUHXKaJl, 3 TO,
YTO TOT CBOMMM KPbUIbSIMU OUJT MHE B JIUIIO, M HUKOTIa He 3a0Y-
JIy 3TOT B3IJISI/I, KOTOPBIM OpOCHJI OKPOBABJICHHBIN COKOJI, CHIS
Ha BBICOKOM KaMHe, Ha CBOErO TOCIIOMHA B MOCTIEJHUIL pa3, me-
pen TeM Kak 0OepHYThCS U HEPOBHBIMU CYJIOPOKHBIMHU B3Maxa-
MU KPBUIbEB UCUE3HYTh B TeMHOTe». KopmMuiniia mogHsuiach U
BBIIUIA HA TUIOCKYIO KPBIIIY; UICTOPUIO 3TOW OXOTHI U MEPBBIX Ya-
COB JIIOOBM OHA 3HAJIA JIOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO: KAJICHBIM JKeJIe30M



9TO OBUIO BHIIPAaBUPOBAHO B ee jayie. Cyapda cokona ee Oecrio-
KOWMJIA TAK)Ke MaJIO KaK CYaCThe BO3MIOOIEHHOTO, IIaMsI CTPacTH
KOTOPOTO He OXJIaJjIa BepeHHIIa TpexcoT Houell. E€ rpena onHa
MBICJIb: OHA C HeTepIIeHHEM XK JIajla BOCXOJIA COJHIIA, CYMEPKH ei
ObLIM HEBBIHOCHMBI: BCE CYILECTBA JIOJKHBI OTOpAchiBaTh TEHb,
9TOOBI OJTHA €MHCTBEHHAS, KOTOpasi He MMeeT TeHH, eIl BeJIv-
YeCTBCHHEE BbIJIE/IsUIAach Ha WX (DOHE; KaXkK/IbIM B3TJISIOM JIOBH-
Jla OHA TIOATBEPXkJEHUE TOrO COCTOSIHUSI, KOTOPOE, MPOICPIKHCH
OHO ellle TPH JTHS, CBSI3aHO C YCTPAIIIAIOIIM TTOBOPOTOM CY/IbOBI.
B Herepriennn oHa cMoTpena Ha He00, KOTOPOe YKe 03apUIIOCh
CBETOM 3eJICHOBATOW OMPIO3bI: €€ OCTPBIN B30p yBUJEN NTHILY,
KOTOpast KPyKKJIa Ha CAMOM BBICOTE; HO OTOJIECKH COJIHIIA €€ TO-
e He KOCHYJIUCh. iMmiepaTpuiia Toxke BbIIILIa, KOPMUJIUIIA CHO-
Ba cnipocuia: «Yrto Tebe CHIWIOCH Tiepelt MpooyxkIeHneM 7». « 51
AyMalo, JIIO/IN», — OTBETHJIA UMIIepaTpHIia. «J{0BOJIEHO Mep3KO, —
OTBETWJIA KOPMIJIUIIA. — DTO MOKHO OBLJIO MPOYUTATH HA TBOEM
JIMIIE, 4TO TeOe CHUTCS 4TO-TO OTBpaTUTeNibHOe. [Ope HaM, YTo
MBI 3[IECh, TOPE TOMY, Ubsi 3TO BUHa». «[loyeMy JiuIia Jirosiei Tak
JVIKU U OTBPATUTEJIbHBI, a JIUIA KUBOTHBIX TaK KPAaCHOPEUYMBHI
M KpacuBbl?» — cKa3asa umMreparpuiia. «Ee myraior emy mogo0-
HbIe, — MPOOOPMOTAIa KOPMUJIUIIA, — €r0 OHA He BUIUT». «Eciu
ObI 0OEPHYTHCS TA/IIOKOM U CKOJIL3UTH B CTPYSIIEMCSI TOPHOM I10-
TOKe, — CKa3ajia uMrieparpuiia. — [1o HauTio HaXOOWTH ero CJej
Kak 3Mesl Ha 3eMJIe U KaK KOpIIyH B HeOe — 3TO OJIaKEHCTBO, HO
JI000Bb OOJbIIe». «[IpUBSA3BIBATHCSA K JIIOIAM, — IIPOOOPMOTAIA
KOPMMJIMIIA, — 9TO JIUTh BOJY B ABIPSIBYIO OOUKY». MiMmieparpuiia



yBHJIEJIA COKOJIA, KOTOPBII Mapuil B HEOECHOM BBICH, 2 KOPMILTH-
I1a C PaJoCThi0 OTMETHIIa OTOECK COJTHIIA Ha ero KpbUibsx. Ka-
3aJ10Ch, OH MEJJICHHO CITYCKAJICs, HO CBET ObUI C HUM: €r0 KOITH
CBEpKaJIM KakK JIparolieHHble KaMHU, WM OH AepsKall AparoleH-
HBIM KaMeHb B CBOMX KOI'TAX. «O CUaCTJIMBBINA AEHb, — BOCKJIMK-
HyJIa IMITEpaTPHUIIA, — 3TO KPACHBIN COKOJI, TIOOMMEIT MOEro roc-
noguHa! OH UCLEWIICS OT CBOMX PaH, OH HAC MpocTui». Cokoil,
pacnpaBUB KPbUIbsl, 3aCThLT B BO3/AyXe. « Tanucman, — 3akpuya-
JIa UIMIIepaTpuIia, — OH Y HEro, OH MHe BEpHET ero». Kopmuuiia
6eroM IMprHecIa PacIIuToe KEMIYrOM, CHSIOIIEe IParoleHHbI-
MU KaMHSIMH [TOKPbIBAJIO U3 3eJIeHOro 1eska. OHM pacnpaBuiiv
ero nepef cokonoM. «CMOTpH, Kak Mbl IEHUM TeOs1 U TBOU T10-
JapKH, Tl TIPEKPACHBINA, — 3aKPUYAIA OHU, — Thl BeJIMUECTBEH-
HBIN, ThI OeccTpaiHblii!». OJHIM B3MaxOM KPBUILEB COKOJI JIy-
TOM TOJIHSUICSI BBEPX, MIOTOM BHE3AITHO CITYCTHJICSI BHU3 C ITOTO-
KOM BETpa BCKOJIb3b JIUI] O0OMX KEHIIIMH, B MTHOBEHHE OKa MTH-
1[a BOCHAapwuia B BO3/yX, HA OfIESHUU JieKan TanucMad. [1uch-
MEHa, BHIrPAaBIPOBAHHBIE HA TJIOCKOM, OJIeTHO-0esIoM KaMHe ro-
peiv OrHEeM W B3JIparMBaJiv CUSIIONIMMU OTOIecKamu. «$1 mMory
MPOYUTATh HAAINKUCH», — CKa3ajla UMIlepaTpuiia U MoOse Hea.
Kopmwuiuiia B3aporHyna, oHa HUKOTAA He TIOHMMasla TUX 3Ha-
KOB: BHE3aIHasi MbIC/Ib IPOH3MJIA €€, OHA OBICTPO CXBaTWJIA Ka-
MEHb, XOTeJIa BBIPBATh €r0, CKPhITh HA/IIUCh, HO OBLJIO MO3JIHO,
nchbMeHa ObUIM MPOYUTAHbBI M CMBIC]T MOJIHUEW MIPOHUK BHYTPb.
3acThIBIIel PYKOUM UMITEpATpUIA JIepKaia repe coOor Taluc-
MaH, KaKk Oy/ITO CKBO3b HEro OHa CMOTpesia B Oe3/IHy; 3TO ObLIH



HE CJIOBA IMPUTOBOPEHHOTO, CTPAITHEE 3aCTHIBIIIETO B IPY/IU XPH-
na npo3By4asu oHu: «[IpokiAaTue u morudeab CMEpPTHOMY, KTO
CHHUMET 3TOT TOSIC, B KAMEHb 00paTUTCs pyKa, OKAMEHEIOT OUH,
YTO €ro HarpaBJIsIH, ’KUBOK YM BKYCUT BEUHYIO CMEPTh SI3bIKOM
KW3HU — CPOK 00O03HAUeH JIBMKEHUEM 3BE3». «Y MEHs Takoe
JyBCTBO, — CKa3ajia MMIIEpaTpulla, pyka ee MOHUKJA, — 4TO S
3HaJIa 9TO C KOJIBIOEJIN, BO3MOKHO, MO OTEI] HAIIIENITal MHE 3TO,
KOrja s craja, rope MHe, 4To s MOrJia 3T0 3a0biTh!». Kopmu-
JIMIIA 3aCThlIa KakK u3BasiHue. «Terepp s MOHUMAI0 TO, YTO He
MOHMMaJIa», — CKa3ajia UMIIepaTpuIla ¥ TIOBECHUJIa TaJlMCMaH Ha
KEMUYKHOM HUTH y ceOst Ha Tpyau. Ee MUpoKo pacnaxHyThbie
r71a3a He BeJlajId, YTO TBOPUJIM ee pyKu: « TeHb — 3TO MOSI TeHb,
KOTOPOH y MEHsI HET, s CJIblllaja, Kak MO rOCHOAMH TOBOPUII
CBOEMY TMOBEPEHHOMY: «$] He XO4y CHIETh BO TJIaBe Cy[a U BbI-
HOCHUTb CBOHMM JIIO/ISIM CMEPTHBIN IPUTOBOP, TIOKA 5T HE UCKYITHIT
CBOIO KM3Hb Tiepes] 3emiiedl. Sl He 3Haa, 4yTO TO TEMHOE IIST-
HO JIJIs1 HUX TaK MHOTO 3Ha4uT. [IpoKJIsiTHE HA MOIO TOJIOBY, UTO
sI PAaBHOJYIITHO MOTJIa BHUMAaTh 9TOMY, Kak Oy[ATO 9TO MEHsI He
kacaercs! I craHy ero cMepThio, IOTOMY UTO XOXY IO 3eMJie U
He O0TOpachiBa TeHb!». OleneHeHne CMEHUIOCh CMEPTEITbHBIM
crpaxoM. HeBO3MOXHO BBIpa3UTh CIIOBAaMH XKeJTaHUE CIIACTH JII0-
6umoro. OHa OOHsIIa KOPMIJIMILY: €l Ka3aJioCh, YTO TIOMOIIIb U
CIaceHre MOTYT MPUIATH TOJIBKO OT TOW €JIMHCTBEHHOM MOIPY-
', B OOBATUAX KOTOPOH peOEHKOM criacajiach OT CBOMX CTPAaXxOB
U Hy k1. «Tsl HUKOT/Ia HE OCTaBIsIa MeHs B Oefie, — 3aKpryaia
OHa 1 00XBaTWJIA C CUJION CTapyXy, — MIOMOTH MHE, MOSI €JT1H-



crBeHHas! Thl MHE BCE MpOCTHIIA, OTIPABWIIACH 32 MHOM C Hallle-
0 OCTPOBA, MPOOPAIACh 32 IyHHBIE TOPHI, TPY MeCsIa CKUTAIACH
TI0 TOPO/IaM U JIEPEBHAM, TIOKA HE Y3HaJIa, TAE £, )KUJIa CPE/IU JII0-
JIei, K KOTOPBIM HUCHBITHIBACILIb OTBPAIIEHUE, €]1a U Clajia CHU-
MH, JIeJIAJIa C HUM OJIUH BO3/1yX, U BCE paJu MEHs1, TOMOTH MHE,
OT TeOs1 HIYEro He CKPOETCsI, Thl HAl/IEIIb Iy TH, TeOe OTKPOIOTCS
BO3MOXXHOCTH, YCJIOBHSI TeOe U3BECTHBI, Thl 3HACIIIb, KAK 000NTH
3arpetHoe! [Tomoru MHe ¢ TeHblo, MOsl eHCTBeHHas ! [Tokaxu
MHe, T7ie €€ HalTH, JaXe ecii MHe TTPUAeTcsi COPOCUTh O K Ibl
Y OTIIPABUTHCS 32 HEW HA IHO MOPS. YKakU, KaKk MHE €€ KyIIHTb,
Jae €CJIM MPUAETCA BCE 3a 3TO OTAATh, YTO IIEAPOCTh MOETO
BO3/TI00IEHHOTO BO3JIOKMJIa HA MEHS, 14, TOJIOBUHY MOl KpOBU
U3 MoMX aprepuii!». MonuaHre KOPMUIUIBI HAITYrajlo €€ elle
Oostbilie, OHA XOTeJia MOCMOTPETh el B JIMIo. B 3TOoT mMur mep-
BbI€ COJIHEYHbIE JIyuH (haKkeJaMu BOH3WIUCh B KOMHATy. OTTas-
KMBAIOIllee KOBAPCTBO 3aCTHIBILETO JIMIA KOPMUJIULIBI TOPa3UIIO0
e€, OHa TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 IOKMHYTON KaK HUKOTAA B XKHU3HH,
CIyTHULIA €€ JETCKUX JIET IOKUHYJIA €€, OHa ocTaylach ogHa. Ho
oHa OblJIa U3 TEX CYIIECTB, Ubsl CHJIA YBEJTMUUBAIACH TIO MEpE CO-
npotuBieHus1. « bl 3HaelIb 3TO, 3I00HasI cTapyxa, — 3aKpryaia
OHa, — ThI BCET/Ia 3HaJa 3TO, Thl PAJ0BAIACH OTU30CTU STOTO, Th
Y CPOK 3Haelllb, ¥ C PAJIOCThIO JKJIEIIIb JHS, KOTOPHIA MeHs YObeT,
KaK CUMTAIOT JIHU JIO MPA3JHUKA. DTO U €CTh MPA3AHUK JIs1 TeOs,
OH HACTaHeT U MpHUHeceT TeOe Harpaay Wik cMsrdyeHue Hakasa-
HUs1, MOM OTell Y3HAET, YTO CTAJIO TUIATOH 3a TPYCIUBOE, JKUBOE
cepaue. Thl B OTHOM NPOCYUATATIACH, Thl XOTEJIA OCTABUTh MEHS B



HEBEJICHUH, B OKUJAHUU Tpareuu, HO SIBUJICSI HEOECHBIN COKOJ
U TIpeynpean MeHs. §l OuHyIach ¥ 3HA0 O TOM, YTO MHE W3-
3a Te0s1 yroroBaHo. $1 He XO4y 3HaTh CPOK, BOBMOKHO MPOOHIT
MIOCJIETHUI Yac, s1 MpeBpalych B KaMeHb, eciy Obl 3Hasa 310.
HU O 4eM TeOs1 He TpoIry, 51 TeOe MPUKa3bIBal0 Pa3Io0bITh MHE
TeHb, 1, €CJIH I1JIaTa 3a 3TO OyAeT TBOSI ¥ MOSI JKU3Hb, ITyCTh HAIIIN
ObloIIMecsT cep/lla peBpaTsATcss B KaMeHb. MoW OTell JaJieko,
a s 371ech, NOJIHUMANICS U BellU BIIEpes, 5 3a TOOOH, pa3nooyab
MHE BBICOUAMINM MMEHeM TeHb! 37ech M cefiuac HaYMHAeTCsl
MyTh, CETO/IHSI, a HE 3aBTpa, CUI0 MUTh, a HE KOT/Ia B3OUIET COJTH-
ne». Kopmuuiia 3ajipoxaia, oHa He 3Hajia, YTO OTBETHTh, BCE,
Ha 4yTO ObLIa CIIOCOOHA €€ XUTPOCTb, BCE, YTO MOYTHU CILJIEJIOCh B
OIIyTUMOE OCBOOOJKACHHUE, BCE McUe3alio Ha e€ ria3ax. Crsmast,
B3J[paruBaoIias oT 00JIM, OX0XKast Ha 3eMHYIO KEHIIUHA CMOT-
pejia Ha Hee ¢ IPeHeOPeKUTEIILHOM HEXKHOCTHIO, TPaHHYAIICH ¢
HeHaBUCThIO. [lepen Hell ceifyac cTosiia HeMPEeKJIOHHAs TOCTIONA,
TOTOBHOCTbH YCITY)KUTh OXBATHJIA CTAPYXY OT IMSTOK IO MAKYIIIKH.
OHa nofipICKMBaJIa HEMOHSATHBIE yTemmenusi. «Hu coBa, — 3akpu-
Yajia roCIioxka, — €CJId 3TO He yKa3aHue IyTH, HU KaKUX OTTOBO-
POK, HM KaKOro MpOMe[JIEHH I, CEKYH/Ibl CKUTAIOT MOE Cep/LIe».
«JluTs1, BOBMOXKHO, 51 3HAIO MyTh U JOTA/IBIBAIOCH JIAXKe, TPU Ka-
KOM YCJIOBUM MOXHO TIOJTY4IUTh TeHb. ..». «BOT OHO, — 3akpuya-
JIa MoJtoias JxkeHIuHa, — Tyaa! Tel Briepeau, 51 3a ToOOM, CHIO JKe
MUHYTY». «IIpnodpectu — 3T0 He COBCeM IMPaBUIIbHOE CIIOBO, —
npodopMoTalia CTapyxa, — 3aclly’)KUTh, BO3MOKHO, 0OMaHOM BbI-
MAaHUTb Y 3aKOHHOTO BJiajesblia». «Ty/a, rae 3ToT YyelloBeK Ku-



BET, JIAKE €CJIM 3TO JIPAKOH CO CBOMM BBIBOAKOM !». «MOXeET, U
TIOXY’KE, Thl HE AyMasa?». «Brnepén, Tbl, COMHeBalOIIasAcs, C pa3-
JIBOEHHBIM SI3bIKOM, — 3aKpUyajsia TOCMoXka B THEBE U IMOJHsUIA
cTapyxy c noja. — Thl Xyke, 4yeM APaKOH JJis1 MeHsI». «XyKe Apa-
KOHA, OTBPATUTEJIbHEN IS TJ1a3, OTTAJIKUBAIOIIEHN ISl Y1y, —
CKasaJia CTapyxa U IMPUCTaJIbHO MOCMOTPESIA MOJIOIOU KEHILMHE
B JIUIIO, — €CTh YeJIOBeK». «Bean MeHs K 4JeloBeKy, KOTOpOMY
HE HYXHa €ro TeHb, UYTO 5 CMOT'Y KyNHTb, 51 Oy1y IIeJIOBaTh €ro
Horu». «be3paccynHoe nuts, — 3aKkpuvasia KOPMUJIMIIA, — Thl HE
3Haelllb, YTO Thl TOBOpUIIL! Pa3zBe He cogporaenibesi Thl OT HUX
Jla)ke B CBOMX CHAaX, TaK Majo Thl O HUX 3Haellb? A ceryac Thl
xoyelib ¢ HUMuU kuth? C HUMU oroBapuBarbcsi? CoBo 3a CJio-
BOM, B3/10X 3a B310XoM? TepneTs ux B3nisiabl? [logunHATHCSA X
3100e? Jlebe3uThb nepen ux Hu30cThio? M coryxuts? 10 OyAeT.
TeOs1 3T0 He oTImyruBaeT?». «$ Xouy TeHb, — 3aKpUYaia UMIIe-
parpuiia, — noiaeM, s Oyay CIIy>KUTh OQHOMY U3 HUX paJy TCHU.
I'ne stor nom, orBenu MeHs tyga! fA xouy!». «/Jom? — orBeTnia
KOPMUWIMIIA, €€ B30p 3aTyMaHWICS, — e Obl s 3HaJIa, TJie OH,
MBI OBUTH OBl JaJibllie, YEM MbI €CThb. MBI JTOJKHBI €0 HANTH».
Mornopas KeHIlMHA [JI0Tajla CJIoBa CTapyXM: OHA MOHSIA, YTO TO,
YTO OHA ceilyac CKasaja, MpaBja M MoojeqHeNa elle CHIbHee.
«Tbl HE 3HaENIb HU YEJIOBEKA, HU JIOM, — ITPOLIENTAJIa OHA, — 3HA-
YUT, MBI BIBOEM OyjIeM HUCKaTh W HaijieM, Thl BIIEpEH, s 3a TO-
Oo1i». E€ MykecTBO MOJHUMAJIOCH KaK TUlaMsl B ane0acTpoBOM
cocyge. «$ 3Har, 4TO OHM FOTOBBI ITPOJATH YTO YIOIHO, 3TO BCE,
YTO $I 3HAI0», — CKa3aJia cTapyxa. «BcraBail v muim nucbkMo CBO-



€My MOBEJUTEN0». «YTO 51 TOJKHA MUCcaTh?» — CIIPOCUIIA UMIIe-
parpuia NOCJIYIIHO KaK AATA. YMHas cTapyxa yKas3aja, 4yTo CKa-
3aTh B MUChME. DTO JIOJDKHO CKPBITh UX OTCYTCTBHE B rOJIyOOM
JBopiie, 0e3 HaMeKa Ha TO, 4To e€ Myrajgo u TeM Oojee O ToM,
YTO OHA HamepeBaeTcs NpeAnpuHATh. OHa Ipalo3Ho AepiKaia
JIVCT W3 BbIJIEJIAHHON JIeOeIMHONM KOXH Ha JIAJIOHU JIEBOU PYyKH,
a MPaBOBOM BBHIBOAMJIA 3HAKH, PyKa TSDKEJIENa, BCXJIUI 33 BCXJIH-
nom cretan ¢ e€ ry0. be3obuaHble MucbMeHa, BBIBOJUMbIE €&
PYKOH, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOTYT OIOBECTHUTH O MPUOINKEHUN TPAre/IHH.
Bc€, ka3anoch, MeNo JBOMHOM CMBICI, JAXKe KPACUBBIE 3HAKU
KA3JIMCh YCTPAILIAOIIMMHU, BIIEPEMEKKY CO BCXJIMIIAMU OHA 3a-
BepIIIIa MMCbMO, KpPUCTAJIbHAS Clle3a yraia Ha Je0eJUHYI0 KO-
xy. Kopmunuia HaOmoana, He MIOHUMAst, YTO B STOM CIIOKHOTO.
Omna B3sJ1a TUCBMO U3 €€ PyKH, CKPYTWJIA M COTHYJIA TOMOJIAM,
oOepHyJia PaCIIUTHIM KEMUYYTOM ILJIATKOM U TMOJIOKUIIA B YEXOJ
13 TI030JI04€HHOM KOXU. VIMriepaTpuiia ckpenuia YKy 4exJia
JIEHTON U3 e€ BOJIOC, 3aBs3aJia Y3JIOM, Pa3Bsi3aTh KOTOPBIN Obl-
JIO TIOZI, CHJTY TOJIBKO MMIieparopy. ITuceMo ynakoBaHO M OTIaHO
TOHILY, UICKyCHOMY BCAaJHHKY, 4TO 3HAJI IOPOTY.



Bropasa riiasa

B To Bpems1, Kak OH HaImpaBUJI CBOETO PE3BOTr0 MHOXO/IIA BIO-
T'OHKY OXOTe, KOPMUJIUIIA, & BCJIE]] 32 Hel M MMIIepaTpuIla, CKOJTb-
351 TIO BO3/YXY, CIIYCTHIIUCh B O)KUBJIEHHOM TOPOJIE I0T0-BOCTOY-
HBIX OCTPOBOB. Ha HuX Oblia 6ejHast ofiek1a, CTAPYXUHO IIaThe
U3 YepHO-OeNbIX JIOCKYTOB JIeNIaio €€ TMOXOXel Ha MATHUCTYIO
3Mel0, MOJIOfasl JKeHIIMHA BhITTIsIeNa eie Oojiee HempuMeTHee,
ee CHSIoIIee JINLO, HAMa3aHHOE TEMHBIM COKOM, U3MEHMJIOCH JI0
Hey3HaBaeMocTH. HukTo He oOpalian Ha HUX BHUMaHUS, OHU
YCTPEeMUJIMCh BIIOJb PEeKH, KOTopasl Tiepecekaia ropof. Kenro-
BaTasi BOJa Hecjia BHU3 KPYITHbIE TISITHA TEMHON KPacKu, KOTO-
pbie TIOCTOSTHHO TIOTIOJTHSIJIFICh M3 PalioHa KPACHIIBIIIUKOB, PacIio-
JIO)KEHHOTO 32 MOCTOM; C JIPyroro oepera, Ijie CTOsIA HU3KUE J10-
Ma JTyOWJIBIIIMKOB U CBIPOMSITHUKOB, JJOHOCHJICS CMpPal 1yOuIb-
HOU KOpBI, HA CKJIOHAX CYIIWJIUCh PACTSHYTHIE MIKYPhI )KHUBOT-
HBIX, IPUKPETUICHHbIE MAJICHPKUMU JICPEBSIHHBIMU KOJIBIITIKAMHU.
[To 3Ty CTOpPOHY XM/ Ky3HEIbl U TBO3IMIBIIUKY, B BO3IyXe
3BEHEJIM TaJaioIIe MOJIOTHI, TOPE OTKPBHITHI OFOHb W CTOSLT
3amax K KeHHbIX KombIT. Kopmuuia 3amarana OsicTpee, ee mo-
CTyIb cTasia 6oJiee yBepeHHOM, Kak OyITo OHa Hamajia Ha Clief,
umIeparpuiia ciefoBaia 3a Heid. OHM 3aIlUTM HA MOCT, TI0 KO-
TOPOMY JABHTaIach TOJIA HAPOAY, HOCUJIBIIIUKH, COJIAATHI, IBYX-
KOJIECHBIE TTOBO3KW M BCagHUKHU. KopMuiuiia mpoTUCKUBAIACh
CKBO3b TOJITY, MMITEPATPUIIA TIHITATIACh HE OTCTaBaTh, HO y Hee



3TO HE OuYeHb Momyvyasioch. OHa ellle HUKOrJa He CTaJKUBaIach
Tak OJM3KO C TeM YKaCHBIM, YTO €CTh B JIMIIAX Jioie. Myxe-
CTBEHHO OHa XOTeJjia MPOWTU MUMO HEro, HOrM XOTelH, Cepi-
e Het. Kaxas nogHsTas pyka, Ka3anoch, XoTejla CXBaTUTh €e,
OJIM30CTh TAKOTO KOJIMUYECTBA PTOB OblJIa OTBpaTuTelibHa. besxka-
JIOCTHBIE, aJTYHBIE U IIPU ITOM, KaK €l IIOKa3aJI0Ch, UCITyTaHHbIE
B3MJISIbI CTOJIBKUX JIMILL CJIMJIMCh BOEAMHO B €€ rpyau. OHa BU-
Jena nepej coO0il KOPMUIIUILY, KOTOpasi OIJIsiAblBajiach Ha Heg,
OHA XOTeJa CJIe/IOBATh 3a Hel, JIIOJICKOW KITyOOK UyTh HE PacTor-
TaJl €€, BHE3AITHO OHA YYTh HE OKAa3aJ1ach MO/ KOMbITAMU OIPOM-
HOTO JIOIaKa, UX B3MJIsbl IEPECEKIIUCh, OCO3HAHHBII KPOTKUIA
B3IVIs/1 JKMBOTHOT'O IIpejiasl el cuil. BcaHuk yaapui ociia, KOTo-
pblil HE pelaicsl HACTYIUTb Ha APOKABIIYIO KEHIIUHY MaJTKON
10 TOJIOBE. «ITO MOTOMY, UTO 51 MOT'Y IpPEBPAIAThCsl B KUBOT-
HBIX, MOsI CyIbOa B KECTOKHMX pyKax JIofen?» — MPOHECIOCh B
ee rojioBe, OHa B3/IPOTHYJa, HA MTHOBEHHUE 3a0bl1ach U OUyTH-
JIach HEM3BECTHO KaK OTTECHEHHAs JIIOJCKMM MOTOKOM B KOHLIE
MocTa. OHa yBHJIe/la KOPMUJIUILY, CTOSIBIIYIO BO3JIE OTKPBITOTO
TPAaKTUPHOI'O JIOTKA, Ta kAaja ee. Tam Jiexaiu Tenblia Kpacu-
BBIX PO30BaTO-30JI0TUCTBIX PHIOOK, B KOTOPbIX CBOMMM PYKaMH
Korormmics Herp. Ha nepeksianune Brcen OCBeXeBaHHbIN ATHE-
HOK, €ro rojioBa yrajua BHHU3, €r0 KPOTKHE IJla3a CMOTpEIU Ha
He€. Kopmutniia notsiHyna ee K cede, yBUIeB, Kak OHA Mo0e-
HeJla U 3aKpblia I71a3a, U BbIpBaJIa €€ U3 JIIOACKON TOJIBI B Ile-
peynok. 371ech ObUIO MEHbIIIE JIIOZIEH, OHU HECIH TIOKM C Mate-
puei, Ha IoMax TYT M TaM COXJIM Ha KepAsAX JJIMHHBIE MOJIOCHI



OKpallleHHON MaTepuu. JIeTH-oapOCTKY TAIlUIN KOPBITa C TEM-
HOOKpAIIIEHHBIM MaTepuaJioM Ha MpoMbIBKY. CTapyxa OCTaHO-
BUJIACh TIEPe]] CAaMbIM HU3KUM JIOMOM KPACUJIBIIUKA U TIPUCITY-
IaJIach K TOJIOCAM CIIOPUBIIMX, KOTOPBIE JTOHOCUJIUCH HAPYKY.
Myxckue rojoca 3By4asiv pa3ipax€HHO, MOJIOAOM KEHCKUM To-
JIOC OTBEYAJI 3JI0 ¥ HAJIMEHHO, 3aTEM BMEIIAJICS APYTON MYKCKOU
TOJIOC, €0 HU3KUM, CTIOKOWHBIA TeMOP, MTOXOKe, TPU3bIBAJT K MH-
py. JKeHckuii Tosoc 3a3Bydall eie ¢ OOMbIIel 3JI0CThI0 M HaJI-
MEHHOCTBI0. «MHe HpaBUTCS 3TOT rOJIOC», — CKa3zajia KOPMUJIU-
112 ¥ KMHYJIa UIMITepaTpuIie, cTaTh Onrke K crere. CBapa BHYTpU
HaOupasia 000OpPOTOB, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HU3KHI TOJIOC, KOTOPBIA
TOBOPUJT MEHbIIIE BCEro, MPUKA3HbIM TOHOM, XOTsI U OY€Hb CIO-
KOWHO, HACTOSIT Ha cBoeM. HemoBoJIbHBIE, paCCTPOEHHBIE MYK-
CKHe ToJioca MpuOMM3WIKCH K JiBepu joMa. Kopmuuiia cienana
BH/I, UTO OHA UAET JAJIbIIEe, HO €¢ HeMOIb U O0JIe3Hb 3aMeIsI-
10T ee Kax[pli mar. Mimneparpuiia ckojb3uiia psJioM ¢ Heu, U3
JIOMa BBIIILTU TPOE MY KUUH, OHOIJIa3bli, OMHOPYKUIA U TPETUIA,
YTO TIOMOJIOXKE, KPUBOH, MPUXPaMBbIBaJI Ha JieBYyI0 HOry. «Bepo-
SITHO, MOU OpaThsi, — CKa3ajl OIHOIJIa3bli, KOTOPBIN Ka3ajcs ca-
MBIM CTapiivuM 13 HUX. — [IpucTaB, KOTOpbIN ABaAIATh ABa Toa
Ha3aJl BRIOWJT MHE IJ1a3, HUYero He ciesiajl MHe TI0 CPaBHEHUIO C
TeM, UTO JieslaeT ’keHa Opaty Moemy». «[IpaBnia, HIUUero, — cka-
3aJ1 OJIHOPYKUH, B TO BpeMsl KAaK OHU CBEPHYJIM B MEPeyJIoK, —
MIPOKJISITasi MacJ0OOWHsI, KoTopasl MATHAAIATh JIeT Ha3aJ OTO-
pBajia MHE PyKy, HE c/iejajia MHe HUYero 1o CPaBHEHMIO C TEM,
4TO OHa JIeJlaeT MoeMy Opaty». « BepOmon, 4To IeBSATH JIeT Ha-



3a]] CJIOMaJl MHE CIUHY, HIYTO TI0 CPABHEHUIO C HEW» — JT00aBIIT
Opar nomoroxe. «JleficTBUTENILHO, 3Ta 6202, HaIlla CHOXa, — IPO-
JOJDKWIT CTapiIuid Opart, — W3-3a CBOETO BHICOKOMEpPHSI M 37I00BI
Xy’Ke 4YyMbl U [TOITOMY OHa OCTaeTCs1 OECIUIOAHOM, XOTsI MOJIOJA U
KpacuBa, a Halll OpaT MyK4MHA U3 MYKIUH». «DTO HAI JJOM>», —
CKazasia KOPMHJIMIIA, TIOBEPHYBILCH CIIUHOM K OpaThsiM, JINIIOM
K oMy. OHa OBICTpO 3alllia B JIOM, TPOCKOJIb3HYNIA KOPUIOP U
TMOTSIHYJIa 32 COOOM UMITEpPATPHILy B HU3KUH capail, KOTOPBIi, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, BOT-BOT Pa3BAIUTCA OT CTAPOCTU. « MBI JOJIKHBI MOJO0-
KJIATh, TIOKA MYXK YUIET U3 JIOMa», — TIPOIIENTaa OHA e U TOo-
Ka3aja Ha Iieb B CTeHe PSAIOM, K KOTOPOW MPUHUKIIA I1a30M.
Ona ykazaja uMIiepaTpuiie Ha JApPYyryio 1ieb, U OHU YBUJIEIN
€IMHCTBEHHYI0 KOMHATy B joMe. MMmeparpuiia yBuiena oueHb
0€/IHO OZIETYI0 MOJIOLYIO XKEHIIMHY C CUMIIATUYHBIM, HO HEJO-
BOJIbHBIM JIMIIOM, CUJISIIITYIO Ha 3eMJIe ¥ C Pa3UHYThIM PTOM CMOT-
pAIIIYIO BAaJib, €llle OHA YBHJIENa OOMBIIIOro KOPEHACTOro MyxX-
YMHY COPOKA JIET, OH CBOMMH TEMHO-CMHUMHU PYKaMU YKJIabl-
BaJI OTPOMHBII TIOK IyPITYpPHOTO Yerpaka, 0OBs3bIBa ero Oe-
YeBKaMHM, YTOObI B3rPOMO3JIUTh ceOe Ha CIUHY, OH ObUI CUJICH
Kak ObIK: 9T0 ObLT bapak, kpacuibiuk. 3a paboTol OH OBEp-
HYJI CBOe OOJIBIIIOE JIMIIO K CTeHe, HU3KHH JI00, OTTOIBIPEHHBIE
yIIM ¥ 3usionmi pot. OH MoKa3ajcs UMIepaTpule OTTaJIKABa-
IOIlIe HETIPUSITHBIM, & MOJIOZAs JKEHIIMHA MTPOM3BEIa Brieyatsie-
HUE 3710/ ¥ MoAJIoN. BhIIo BUIHO, YTO KPACHIIBIIUKY XOTEIOCh
3arOBOPUTH C KEHOM; KOT/Ia BCE Y3JIbl HA TIOKE ObUTU 3aBSI3aHBI,
OH HEYKJTIOke TIePeMUHAJICS C HOTY Ha HOT'Y, JieJiast BUJ, YTO YTO-



TO MOJIHUMAET C TOJIa BO3JIe Hee, UCTIAuKal PyKH B JIyXKe Mpo-
JIMTON Kpacku, 00pMOYa YTO-TO TOCMOTPEN UCKOCA Ha CBOIO JKe-
HY; HO €€ B3IJIs] YIIOPHO ObLT YCTpEMJIeH B IyCTOTY, OYATO ero
371ech U He ObUIO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH B3JJOXHYJI, OTHUM MaxoMm
3aKMHYJI HOIIY Ha CIIMHY U, COTHYBIIMCh KaK BHIOYHOE KUBOT-
HOE, YBECHUCTBIMH, pa3MEPEHHBIMH IIIaraMy HalpaBHJICS K JIBe-
pu. Kak ToibKoO eHIMHA OCTanach OfHA, OHA TOTYAC BCTaJa.
OHa BSIJIO CJIOHSIACH 10 KOMHATE, ONMPOKUHYJIA HOTOW CTapylo
KaMEHHYIO CTYITy, 4TO CTOsIJIa Ha 3eMJIe, IePEKUHYTast KUJAKOCTh
pasnmuiach Ha rpsi3HoM nony. OHa HaloOJIOBUHY COTHYNACh, YTO-
Obl cOOpaTh BOAY, ee TyObl UCKPUBIIKCh B TIPEHEOPEKEHUH, U
OHa OCTaBWJIa Bce, Kak ecTh. OHa MOJOILIA K €€ U KPaCUJIbIIH-
Ka yOOromy JIOXy, 4TO ObLIIO COOPYKEHO B CAMOM JIaJIbHEM YTITy
KUPIUYHON CTEHBI U3 MApPbl CTAPBIX TIOMYIIEK U TIOKPHIBAI, ITPH-
BeJIa er0 B MOPS/IOK, IMHAS HOTOM TO, UTO JIekaso KpuBo. OTou-
151 B LIGHTP KOMHATHI, 3JI0 IIOCMOTpeJia Ha KpoBaTh. 3eBasi, MpHu-
HSUJIaCh MCKaTh B JIBIPE B CTEHE CKYIHBIN 3ariac jKeJTO-3eJIeHbIX
OJIMBKOBBIX BETOK, OHa OpOCHJIa BETKY Nepe]] 09aroM, 4To ObLT
HUYEM MHBIM KaK MOTEMHEBIIEH OT KOMOTU ABIPOW B CTEHE, U
pacTsiHyJIach Ha MOJTy KaK YesIOBEK, KOTOPbIN MPECHITUIICS J0JI-
roii padortoii. Ee pyku CKONMb3WIM MO Tely, OHA HEeMPOU3BOJIb-
HO yJbI0asiack, YyBCTBYS CBOM TOHKMIA cTaH. «[lopa, — mpormen-
Tajla KOPMUJIUIIA, — 3aX0quM». OHM BBICKOJIB3HYJIM U3 capast u
BOIIUTK B JBEpb kuivia. Hora umrmeparpuiibl eiie HUKOra He
nepecTynajia nopora 4eJIOBEYECKOro KWibsl, 32 MCKJTIOUCHUEM
ee COOCTBEHHOTO JIBOpIIa; OeCpUUNHHAS TPEBOTa OXBATHIIA €€,



OHA CHOBA 3aKpbljia I11a3a, MOKAYHYBIIHCh, CIIOTKHYJIACh 00 py4-
Ky OOJIBIIIOTO Uepriaka, BAISBIIETOCs Ha TIONY, UIIa OTopy, OHA
CXBaTWJIaCh 3a BUCEBIIUI HA LIENMH KOTEJI, KOTEI OKaTUJI ee Mmyp-
MyPHOU KUJIKOCTBIO. Koraa skeHImHa Ha CBOeM Mopore, Ha KO-
TOPBIIl PEIKO CTyMaja Hora He3HaKoMIla, YBUJea CTapyxy, Mo-
XOXKYI0 Ha YEPHO-0EJTYI0 COPOKY, ¥ MOJIOYIO CITIOTHIKAIOITYIOCS
*KEHIIMHY, OHA TPOMKO paccMesiiach, Kak CMEIOTCsI IETH, U JIO-
ro He MOIJIa ClIep:KaTh CBOM CMEX, a CTapyXa TYT K€ MOMbITalach
CJIOBECHBIM TIOTOKOM JIOBKO BBIBEPHYTh CUTYAIIUIO ce0e Ha MOJTb-
3y. «ITO HE YIUBUTENIBHO, — OHA HAYaJla, — YTO MOSI JI0Ub CIIO-
TKHYJIaCh, 32 YTO OHA MPOCUT MPOIIEHUs, TUTS HE TIPUBBIKJIO K
ropofy, ycTajia oT OETOTHH IO YJIMIIaM, B pacCIpocax v MOUCKaXx.
HexkoTtopple yka3plBajau HEBEPHO, BO3MOKHO, 10 HE3HAHMIO, BO3-
MOXHO, TIO 3J100€, OIHAKO OHa He OTCTYMWJIA JI0 TeX TMop, TOoKa
HE HalllIa BEPHBII JJOM, U BOT MpeJl Hell ee Tocroxka, n30paHHast
KpacaBulla», — HA 9TOM OHA CKJIOHWJIACh Mepejl KEHON KPaCHJIb-
IIMKA, KOCHYBIIIKCH JIOOM T0J1a, IPU3BAaB CBOIO JI0Yb CIIENIATh TO-
Ke camoe. «CBOMMH IJ1a3aMHU BUKY, HET B HEM HE MaJIEUILIETO
COMHEHWUSI, UTO MBI HA BEpHOM MecTe». «YTO 3a MpaBUIIbHOE Me-
cro? Kto nx nocian? C kakou neiapio? Yto Bce 310 3HAYUT?» —
criparmBaia ceOs1 KpacHIIbIIMIIA, Aposka OT yausieHus. Ctapyxa
OI1SITh, OTBEIINBASI TOKJIOHBI, TIOBEJAJIA, UTO OHA XOPOIIIO 3HAET,
YTO €€ MOJIOJION TOCTIOKE HyKHA CTy)KaHKa, M OHA TIOKOpHEHIIe
MIPOCUT, MPY STOM OHA TOlIEJI0BaJIa MO0 €€ IJIaThsl, YAOCTOUTh
MX YECTHU JIOKa3aTh Ha JeJie OMBIT ee ellle KPENmKOoro Bo3pacra u
MOKOPHOCTH ee jouepu. Mosofasi sKeHIMHA 4yTh HE yraja 3a-



MEPTBO OT cMeXa, 0COOEHHO KOr/ia yBujesa Ha JJ0y He3HAKOMOK
TeMHO-CHHee TSATHO OT NMPUKOCHOBEHHUsSI K rpsisHOMY Tonmy. Ho
KTO 3TO, KTO WX TOCJIAJ CIoJ]a ¥ YKa3aJl BOZMOXHOE MECTO CITy-
’KEHM 1, OHA 32 MHOTMMM CJIOBaMHM He OTKpbuIa. Kak BHISICHUIIOCH,
9TO ObUT HE3HAKOMEI] Ha MOCTY, HO He Ha HOBOM MOCTY, a Ha CTa-
POM, MOJIOJION MYKYHMHA, COBCEM IOHOIIA, U3BICKAHHBIN TOCIIO-
JIVIH; BOBMOJKHO OH JIGHCTBOBAJI 1O TIOPYYEHUIO IPYroro yejioBe-
Ka, TOp/I0ro, 6JaropofHOro rocroiMHa rmocTapiiie, YTO B
KaK KH3b, OH CHavaJja JepXkajcsi B CTOPOHE, HO MIOTOM TOXE 3a-
TOBOPUJI C Hel, KaK OHA MPABWJILHO TI0JIaraeT, OblIo, BEPOSITHO,
TaK: B €ro JIMIIe MOJIOJas TOCTOXa HaIIlJIa BEPHOTO U MPEJaHHO-
ro TOKJIOHHMKa U jpyra. Ha 3Tux cjoBax crapyxa Tak JMBHO U
MHOT'O3HAYMTEJILHO CBEPKHYJIA C KPACHBIMU MTPOKUIIKAMU IJ1a3a-
MU, YTO KPACWJIBIIUIIA C/IeJIajia Iar Ha3a/l, CJIaJIkasi BOJIHA YUB-
JICHUsI HaKpblla €e, BO BHEIITHEM MHpE y Hee eCTh TaKOW JpyT,
NYyCTh OHA €ro HUKOIJA He BHesa, HUKOI/A 10 3TOro vaca He
BUJIe/Ia HA MaJISUIINX MPU3HAKOB ero cymiectBoBanus. Crapy-
Xa MpUOIM3UIIACh K Hel BIUIOTHYIO, TaK KaK OHA TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO KEHIMHA He OTBOPAYMBAETCs OT Hee, a, HA0OOPOT, TSIHETCS
K Hel JyIliei, OHa MPUTBOPHIIACH, YTO OOUTCSI OOPATHOTO U MPH-
3BaJia 6ora B CBUIETEIIN, YTO HE MOXKET ObITh OOJIBIIIErO HeI0pa-
3yMEHWUS, €CJIM OHM BCe-Taky ronaiy He Tyaa! OHa mpocut mo3-
BOJICHUsI CIIPOCHUTD, JICHCTBUTEIILHO JIM 3aMYyXKeM MOJIOfIasi TOC-
NOXa, TMcaHasi KpacaBuIa, YKe B TEUYEHHUE JIBYX JIET, OTHAKO MU
9TOM, YTO CTPAHHO, Y Hee JIO CHX TOp HET JeTei — 3T0 Obuia Obl
OHA — 3aMY’KeM 32 YeJIOBEKOM M3 apTeJIU KPACHIIBIIUKOB COU/I-



HOT'O BO3pacTa — OH JIETKO MOT Obl COMTH 3a ee OTIla — HeKa3u-
cras (purypa, OorpoMHBIN poT U OoJbime yimu? Eie Myxa 30ByT
Bapak. B nomMe Tak:xe )XUBYT TPH He JKEHATHIX JIeBepsl, 3JIble, 10-
KyWIMBbIE TAPHU, OAHOPYKHIA, OAHOIJIa3bIi 1 rOpOaThIi, CBAPIIH-
Bble Oe3/Ie/IbHUKN M HaXJIGOHWKU 3a CTOJIOM OpaTa, KOTOPHIX 10
CMEpPTH HEHABUJUT TAMHCTBEHHBIN APYT U3-3a T€X XJIOMOT, YTO
OHM TIOCTOSIHHO JIOCTABJISIIOT €ro npekpacHou rocroxe. C 3to-
r0 MOMEHTA MPEKPACHON KpacUJIbIIHIIe ObUIO OYEBUIHO, Y Hee
€CTh TAWHBIN APYT C TAKTUYHOW JIyIION U MOMBICIIAaMU, OOJIbIIe
BCErO €i JIbCTUJIO, UYTO OH 3HAET BCE JIO MeJIbYAMIuX MOIpo0-
HOCTel Mpo ee ObITHe, MPUCMATPUBAET 3a HEHM U JISIUT C Hell Te
TOpecTy U 0OU/Ibl, KOTOPBIMU SIKOOBI Tak Oorara ee MOJIOIOCTb,
Onarogapsi STOMy ee OINMOCThUIEBINME OYTHM HAIOJHIINCH BHE-
3aITHBIM BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM, U €r0 OTOJIECKH OTPA3WIIUCh Ha ee
suue. «Mpbl ciaceHsl, — 3aKkpyuyaiia crapyxa. — Mbl B paBUJIbHOM
Mecte! DTO ThI, pequaiiinas, n30paHHasi U3 THICSY, 51 3HAIO, 3TO
YYBCTBO COI'PEBAET BHYTPU MOE CTapoe cepaue. ITO Thl, KOTO-
pasi eperphirHeT Yepe3 COOCTBEHHYIO TeHb, KOTOPOU MPECHITH-
71 OecripecTaHHble HallpacHble OOBITHS €€ MykKa, KOTopast CKa-
3aj1a cama cebe: «51 cpiITa MAaTEpUHCTBOM TIPEk/Ie, YeM MCITBITATh
ero. DTo Thl, KOTOpasi BbIOpaia CTPOMHOCTh HETPOHYTOTO Tea,
B CBOEM MYJPOCTH OTKa3aJach HapyILIUTh CBOE JIOHO U OTKa3a-
Jlach OT PaHO yBSAIIUX Tpynaei». Ctapyxa MPpOU3HOCHIIA ITU pe-
Y1 TPOMKHM TOJIOCOM HArojo0ue Mpa3AHuYHOrO MECHOMEHU S, a
OTBpaTHUTENIbHASI IpUMaca, KOTOPYIO OHa BhIOpasa AJisi MUpA JI0-
JIeH, IEVCTBUTENIbHO HATIOMUHAJIA TOJIOBY MSATHUCTOU 3MEH, IIPU-



rOTOBUBIIENCS K HanaeHuio. JKeHa KpacubIMKa CMOTpena Ha
6e33yObIii pOT, B KOTOPOM OBICTPBIN SI3BIK TUIEJT MEX/Ty TOHKUX
ry0 BoJIeOHbIE CKa3KH, M HE 3HaJIa, UTO C HEl: YTO-TO MOXOKee
Ha MPOUCXOJsIIee JieXkaao TEMHBIM ISITHOM Ha ee Jylle Mex-
1y CHOM 1 OOpCTBOBaHMEM B TEUEHHUE JIBYX JIeT ee OeCIUIOHO-
ro Opaka, OHa HUKOTJa TOr0 He MPOM3HOCHJIA, IaXKe CaMoil ce-
6e, BOBMOXHO, C TyO COpBaJIOCh HEBBICKA3aHHOE B TONy/IpEME,
KOTJIa OHA JIOJKHA Oblla Kak 0e3BOJIbHBIN peOeHOK MOTYMHUTD-
Cs1 C BSUTOUM OpE3IIMBOCTHIO HE UCCSKAIOIIEeH HEXXHOCTH CUJTBHO-
ro KpacuiblllMKa — 3TO MPO3BYYaJO, U HUKTO, KpoMe bapaka,
HE MOT 3TOro 3HaTh. M eciu 4TO-TO ¥ MPOHUKJIO B TAWHUKU €r0
JyIIY, HUKOTJA Y HEro sI3bIK He MOBOPAYMBAJICS 9TO CKa3aTb, a
TYT HE3HaKOMasl KeHIIMHA TieJia €l 3TO B YIIU, ¥ 3TO 3BYYaJlo
KaK MOXBaJIa B MEPETJIETEHUH C MPEICKA3aHUsMHU, YKpallleHHOe
BOJIHYIOIIMM TOCTaHUEM HEM3BECTHOIO BIIOOJIEHHOrO; HU OIMH
YeJIOBeK C Hel Tak He pasroBapuBajl, OT CMYIIEHHUS U BakXHO-
CTU TIPOUCXOJISIIIIETO €€ TMOOUEPEHO OpOCcaso TO B Kap, TO B XO-
JIOJT, MOOOTBITCTBO U CTHIJ] THAJIA €€ MPOYb M MAHWIU K CTapy-
X€, OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OT BOJIHEHUSI TJ1a4 3aCThLT B €€ IPY/H,
OHA Ckasa ryobl, YTOObl HE BBIITYCTUTh €ro HAPYKy U OTBEPHY-
nack. CTapyxa 3a CIIMHOW YKPaJKOU MoAaia UMIIEpaTpULIE 3HAK,
OHa yKa3aJia MbUIAIONIMM B3IJISIOM JIBICHIX, O€3 PecHHMIT I71a3 Ha
OJEKJITYI0 TeHb, KOTOPYIO OTOpachiBasia JKEHIIMHA B TIOTyTEMHOM
KOMHate, Oy/TO MOIJIak1Basi ee, MPOTSIHYyIa K Hell Majblbl, Kak
ecau Obl OHA MOTJIa COpPBATh €€ C MoJIa M BPyUUTh CBOE TOCIIO-
sxe. OHa 3aKpyKrjIa BOKPYT KPACHIIBIIUIIBI M HAYAJIA Pa3KUTaTh



OrOHb CMSITEHUsI HOBBIMH, IPOHUKHOBEHHBIMH 3aBEPEHUSIMU B
TOTOBHOCTH CIIyAUThb. «O rocrnoxa, oOKaxu MUJIOCTb U YIIOBJIE-
TBOPM Hallly MpocbOy, UCTIBITAll HAC U BO3bMU IMO3%keE ¢ COOOU B
CBOIO Pa/IOCTHYI0 00uTeNb». «Thl O€3yMHas1, — cKa3alia KeHIIH-
Ha. — 31ech U HUTAe OOJbIlie MOsI oOuTeNlb. TaM Yepriaky BbI-
MBITh, MEIIAJKN BBIYUCTUTh, CTYITY BHIMBITh, 0a/1bI0 BHUTUTH, TIOJT
TIOMBITh, B KOPBITO HAOPaTh BOJIBI, pa30TrPeTh KOTEJ C XOJOIHON
BOJIOH, C Topsiyeid oMellIaTh, BHICKOOIUTh TaM IIKYpY, EPeMo-
JIOTh MEIIIOK 3epHa Ha PyYHOW MeJIbHUIIE, IyCTh TeYeT MACIIO IO
IIJIAHTY, a ppI0y Ha CKOBOPOJIKY, ITYCTh OTOHb TOPUT, a phlda ka-
puTCs, JenelKy noaxoast. bapak, Moil Myx, roioeH, Aa OHO-
IJ1a3bld, OJHOPYKUI ¥ TOPOYH TOXE XOTST eCTh». «3a JIe]10, 10Yb
MOsI, — 3aKprYalia cTapyxa Kak ofiepXumasi, — BIiepe/l ¥ MOTo-
paruIMBaics, Mbl JJOJDKHBI YOWTh HaIlly TOCTIOXY, YTOOBI OHA
NpUHSIA HaC B JIHU CBOEro OraropeHcTBHs». «K uemy ata Oec-
CMBIC/IMLIA», — CKa3aJIa KEHILMHA U 3aCMeach. «3a CKOBOPO/-
KM, OTOHb TOpH !» — MPOH3UTEJIBHO 3aKpHyajia cTapyxa, He OTBe-
yas er. CKOBOPOIKHM 110 BO3yXy IPUILIBLIA K HEU B PyKH, a 3€-
JIeHbIE OJIMBKOBBIC TIPYTUKM HAYaJIM TIOTPECKUBaTh. «KTO BBI, —
CKazaJsa JpoKalvM rolocoM Kpacuiblnuia. — Kto ata 6e3mons-
Hasi MOJIOZIast KeHIIMHA, OHA JIECTBUTENHLHO TBOSI 104b? OHa He
NOX0Xka Ha Tebs, TIOYeMy OHa JIEPKUTCS B TEMHOTE U TaK IPH-
CTaJIbHO CMOTPHT Ha MeHsI?». BCIbIXHYIIO TUIamMs OTHSI, U TCHb
MOJIOJION SKEHIIIMHBI MPOTSHYIACH TIO TIMHSHOMY IOy JI0 AajTb-
Hert creHbl. «Cioga peIOKM U3 3aKpPOMOB PhIOAKOB», — 3aKpHYa-
Jla cTapyxa, He TIpeKpaiias KojijoBaTh Haj orHeM. CemMb priOOK



NPUIUIBLIA MO BO3/1yXy B TOHKHUE MaJbLbl CTAPYXU U OIYCTUIIN
CBOU PO30BATO-30JIOTHIE TEJIBLIA PAAOM C APYr APYyroM Ha KOJIO-
ne. «KTo BeI?» — NOBTOpMIIA KEHINMHA, 3aTauB AbixaHue. «IIps-
HOCTHU U3 CaJI0OB MOEW TOCMOXKHU !» — 3aKpryaia crapyxa mpuKas-
HBIM TOHOM U BBICTABUJIA CBOM KOI'TH B ITyCTOTY, 3arax MpsHO-
CTe! HAIOJHUJI KOMHATy. «Kakou rocroxu?» — 3akpudaia Mo-
Jonast KEHIIMHA KaK BO CHE, TIOYKMBAasi OT CTpaxa M JTIIOOOMbIT-
crBa. Crapyxa Opocuia pelOOK Ha CKOBOPOJIKY, MOJIMJIa UX Mac-
JIOM M OTITpaBuMJIa Ha OroHb. «Cripocu y 3epkanal» — Opocuina ve-
pe3 IIevo. «Y MeHs HET 3epKajia, — MOCIEIHO BO3pa3uila Kpa-
CWJIBIIIMLIA, — 51 IPUYECHIBAIOCH HaJl YaHOM». [ nams orus nogHu-
MaJIoCh BBILLIE, U TEHb CTAHOBWJIACH BCE KpacuBee U Kpacusee. «K
YeMy 3TO IIPUBEAET ?» — lyMajla MMIepaTpuLia, poka OT HEBe-
JEHMS ¥ HeTepIieHus1. Y Hee ObLJIO YyBCTBO, YTO PHIOKH KaTIOOHO
3arojiocuiii. Jla, OHM OYeHb OTYETIIMBO MPOIIEIIH CII0BA:

Mawma, mama, nycmu Hac OOMOIi.
leéepv Ha 3anope, Ham He 3aiimu.

«['me g1, — mporoBopuia uMreparpuia. — TOJBKO s 3TO CJIbI-
ury?». B KakoM-TO MOMEHT 3T 3BYKM IIPOHUKJIM B CaMbIE CO-
KPOBEHHbIE INTyOUHBI €€ IylIH, HUKOrJa C Hell He MPOMCXOIUIIO
nono6Hoe. Kopmuiuia opynoBajiia Haji OTHEM Kak ofiepkumasi,
CKOBOPOJIKY TMOATPHITMBAIN, MACIO KUMEJO, PHIOKH MOXPYCTHI-
BaJIM, MUPOru noaxomuid. OHa KpUKHYJIA B BO3/1yX, B €€ IPOTs-
HYTOHM pyKe OKa3aJlach JOpOras JIeHTa, YChIITaHHAs KEMYYTOM U



JparorieHHbIMU KAMHSIMH, KaK Ta, KOTOPOW OHA CKPETLIsIa MUCh-
MO, B JpPYyrou Kpyrioe 3epkajio. OHa CKJIOHWJIA KOJIEHU TEpe]
KpacWIBbIIHIIEH, KOTOpasi Mpucesia Ha mon Bo3ne Hee. Crapyxa
NIPOTSIHYJIA ed PYKY, JIeHTa BIUIEJIACh B BOJIOCHI, IOHOE JIUIIO TO-
peJio B KPYIJIOM 3epKajie OyATO pOkKJAEHHOE OarpsiHbIM OTHEM.
7KanoGHo 3areny pbIOKu:

Ham memto u Ham cmpauiro,
Mawma, nycmu nac eHympe.
Hau nozosu aobumozo nany,
Ymob on omkpwin 06epb!

«OHM He cIIBIIIaT 3T0?» — MoAyMajla UMIIepaTpuIla, y Hee 1Mo-
TEMHEJIO B I71a3ax, HO OLIyIIeHUs He nponajaiu. OHa OT4eT/Iv-
BO BHJIeJIA JiBe Ipyrue (purypsl. Mosonas jiexxasna, CheXUBIIUCh,
¥ HE OTPHIBAJIACh OT 3epKaJia, CTapyXxa MeTajach Ty/a-Ciofia MexX-
Iy Hell 1 o9aroM. «$1 Bujiena moxoxuid COH», — IIPOU3HECIH TY-
Obl KpacwIbIIUIIbL. JIMIIO MOIOAON KEHIIMHBI U3MEHWIOCh, ee
CIIelyIoIIHe CJIOBa HEBO3MOXKHO ObUIO pa3oOparh. CTapyxa moj-
NPBITHYJIA K HeW KaK HEeXHbIN JTOOOBHUK, IIPUCENa BO3JIE Hee U
pOT TIpoIenTan el Ha yxo: «Tebe Takke MPUCHUIIOCH, YTO 3TO
OyzneT BeyHO?». OHM MOHSUIM JIPYT JApyra ¢ rnonycnona. Moso-
Jas JKeHIMHA ObUIa Ha CEIbMOM HEOE OT CYaCThsl, OHA 3aKaTwIa
r1a3a, ObUTM BUIHBI TONBKO CBepKatommue Oenku. «CHavana Tpu
HOYM — Y TeOs1 XBaTUT CHJI? — MPOIIHUIIeNia ctapyxa. — Tpu Houn
6e3 TBoero Myxa». MoJofas keHIIIMHA TPY pa3a KUBHYJIA: «ITO
€pyH[1a, YTO Jasbliie? — MpoIlenTaga OHa. — ITO JypHO? ITO OT-



BPATUTENILHO, UTO 3TO, UTO S JIOJDKHA caenath?». «O HeBUHHOE
TS, — 3aKpUyaia crapyxa, miajas ee pykd, IIEeKd, CTYIHU. —
Cymas 6e3aemnia». « Tbl Oy/elb co MHOV ?» — BBIOXHYJIA Kpa-
cubluia. «Pa3Be Mbl He TBOU paObIHU € 3TOTO Yaca!» — 3aKpH-
yana crapyxa. «CKaxu MHe, Kak 3T0 OyleT» — CIpoCHIa MOJIO-
nast. «Tel o)kumaens 60MbIIoe U Oy/IenTh YIUBISHA MAJIbIM — OT-
BETWJIa KOPMIIUIIA. — Tpy HOUM U PEIUMOCTh, ITO CAMOE CIIOK-
Hoe». «PellieHre NpuHSTO, TPY HOUM JIJIs1 MEHSI JIETKO, CKakH, B
YeM 3aKJIrovaeTcss padoTar.

«Tbl BBICKOJTB3HEIIIb HA CXOAE THSI U HOUM U3 JIOMA K OTKPbI-
TOH BOZIe», — CKaszaJia crapyxa. «Peka moOam30cTi» — MpoIIern-
Taja MOJIOfasl.

«Thl IOBEpPHENTHCS CITMHOM K OETyIIel Bojie ¥ CKMHEIITb OJIEK-
1y, HI4Yero He JOJDKHO ObITh Ha Tebe, KpoMe Ty Ha JIeBOM
HOTE».

«Huyero, kpome 3T0ro?» — NporoBopusIa Kpacuibliuia 1 uc-
MYTaHHO YJIBIOHYJIAC.

«3areM BO3bMEIIIb CEMb TAaKHUX PHIOOK, OPOCHIII JIEBOM PYKOM
Jepes3 MpaBoe IJ1e40 B PeKy U TPUKIbI MOBTOPHIIL: «OToIuTe
OT MeHSI, Bbl IPOKJISATHIE, U )KUBUTE Y MOl TeHU». Tak Thl HaBce-
1712 U30ABUIIILCS OT HEXKEJIAHHBIX U HAYHETCsI OJIaKeHHAsT KU3Hb,
M0 CPaBHEHUIO C KOTOPOW 3Ta JIEHTA U Tpare3a, 4To 51 IPUToTo-
BUJIA, JIWIIb JKaJIKas 3aKyCKa».

«YTO 3TO 3HAUMUT, UTO 51 CKAXKY UM, HEKEJTaHHBIM, )KUBUTE Y
MOel TeHU?»

«TO YaCTh C/ICIKM, KOTOPYIO THI 3aKJII0Yaellhb, U OyJeT 3Ha-



YUTh, YTO C TOTO Yaca TBOSI CMyTHas TeHb OTOHJIET OT TeOs, 1
ThI OyJellh CUATH, YTO CIIEPE/IU, YTO CO CIIMHBI». JKEHINHA T10-
TepSHHO TIOCMOTpeJia MUMO 3epKajia. «S cenaio 31o», — noda-
BUJIa OHa. «Mama, 0 rope» — 3aKprUJaIu PpIOKM YMUPAIOIIUM I0-
JIOCOM M CBaprJIMCh. TOJIBKO MMIIEpaTpuIia CIIbIIIaia 3TOT KPHK,
KOTOPBIN TIPOH3WJI €€, YTO OHA JIOJDKHA OblIa 3aKPHITh I71a3a Ha
HeonpeeeHHoe BpeMsi. Korjia oHa X CHOBa OTKpbUIA, TO B OT-
OJiecKe 3aTyxaloIero orus yBujesa, Kak KpacWbIIUIA COTHY-
J1ach, 9TOOBI TIOIEJIOBATh CTapyXe PyKy. B Hauasie KOMHATHI, BO3-
Jie OTHSI, U3 TIOJIOBUHBI CYTMPYKECKOTO JIOKA JIJISI KPACUIIBIIUKA
Bapaka ObLIO TPUTOTOBJICHO MECTO ISl CHA, a C3a/Id, TIepe]] JIo-
K€M JKeHbl BHCeJIa 3aHaBecka. KopMuimiia CKJIOHWIACh mepen
KPpacUJIbIIMIIEHN U MOTsHYNA 32 cOOOM A0Yb K IBepHU. «YTO mpo-
U30ILI0?» — CIPOCUJIa UMIIEpaTpulla, KOrAa OHU BCTYNWIU B
HOYb. «MHOroe», — orBeTHiIa KopMuwmia. «CBepimioch?» —
CIpocujia UMIepaTpuIia U JOBEPUTEIBHO MPUKOCHY/IACh K KOP-
MUIMIEe, He Oylydu Cpeiu Jofei, oHa OoJibllie He Iyraja ee.
Kopmwuiia Harpaguia ee HaCMENUIMBBIM B3MIsAAOM: «Tepre-
Hue! — ckazana oHa. — Bcemy cBoe BpeMsi».



Tperbs riasa

Kpacunpiyk Bapak mpuren qomoii mo3aHo. B komHate ObI-
JI0 TEMHO, U CTOSUI apoMar Kak B fome Ooraya. OH 3axker CBeT
¥, K CBOEMY OTPOMHOMY YIMBJIEHUIO, YBUJIEJ, YTO CEMEUHOE JIO-
e paseNeHo MoMojaM, OfHa MOJIOBMHA B COBCEM HENPHBBIYU-
HOM MecTe, Oike K odary, Ka3aJoch, JKJajaa ero, Apyrasi Obl-
Jla 3aBelleHa KyckoMm marepud. OH Mojouien Tyaa, MpUKpbIBast
JIAIOHBIO CBET, OTOBHMHYJI 3aHABECKY U YBHEN CBOIO JKEHY, KaK
peOeHOK CIaBIIyIo CO CKaThIMU Kynakamu. Ee npixanue ObU1o
POBHBIM, OHA TIOKA3aJI1aCh €My TaKOW XKeJTaHHOMW, HO OH CHepiKa-
Csl, HECIBIIITHOM MOCTYIBIO TIOJOIIEN K OYary, 1o 3araxy Harien
OCTaTKHM POCKOITHOW Tpare3bl U3 phObI, MPSHBIX, HA Mace Ka-
PEHBIX MUPOTOB, KOTOPBIX OH HUKOT/IA JI0 9TOr0 He podoBat. OH
OTJIOKWJT TIOJIOBHHY PHIOMHBI ¥ KYCOK MTMPOTa M TUXOHBKO OTHEC
9TU OCTATKU B capai, YToObl ero MIIIMi 6par, TopOyH, eciu
eMy HOYbIO WM PAHO YTPOM 3aX04eTcsl MOJAKOMMThCS, Halllel
5T0. OH NMOBEPHYJT K CBOEMY JIOXKY, CIIPaBHJI KOPOTKYIO MOJIUTBY,
CH/ISl Ha KpOBAaTH, 3aCThIT HA MTHOBEHHE, IPUCTAIBHO TTIOCMOT-
peJt Ha 3aHaBEeCKY, KOTopasi CKpbIBasia (purypy ero xensl. Huka-
KOTO JIBWKEHUsI He ObUIO, C TUXMM B3/I0XOM, KOTOPHIH, OTHAKO,
KaK ¥ Bce Y Hero ObLI MACCUBHBIM, PACIPaBHJI CBOM WICHBI U TYT
ke 3acHy/1. Ha cnenyromiee yTpo, 10 paccBeTa, OH BBIIIIEN K pe-
Ke, B3SUI CBOIO CTYITy M PacloJIOKIJI CBOIO paboTy B CTa Imarax
OT J0Ma, YTOOBI HE MOTPEBOXKHUTH IIIYMOM COH keHbl. Korma on



BEpHYJICS, TO YBUJIEN ABYX HE3HAKOMBIX JKEHIIUH, KOTOPbIE TTPO-
CKOJIb3HYJIA BHYTPb, IEPECTYIUB MOPOT JOMA. «ITO MOU TETKHU,
OHU OyIyT B MOEM YCITy>KeHUH Oe3 TUIaThl», — CKa3asia XKeHIIHa,
KOTOpasi, Ha ero yAuBJIeHHe, yKe BcTana. Korga o0e He3HaKOM-
KU CKJIOHWJIMCH, YTOOBI ITOIIEJIOBATH ITOI0J €€ IIaThs, €€ MaHe-
pa, KaKk OHa TO3BOJIMJIA ITO, ObLIA ITOJTHA U3SIIECTBA, eMY MOKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OH €I1Ie HUKOI/1a He BU/IEN ee Takou kKpacuBou. Ho y
Hero He OBbLJIO BpEMEHH, TeIUTh cebst ee TuKoM. OH B3rpoMO3-
JIAJT IPUJIMYHBIN TIOK CBEKEBBIKPAIIEHHBIX IIKYP )KUBOTHBIX CE-
Oe Ha crnvHYy, cTapyxa HOAINpPHITHY/Ia eMy nomModb. OHa momoe-
kKaJla K JBEPU U paclaxHyja ee nepeg HUM U CKJIOHWIACh, KO-
rJ1a OH MPOXoaAuJl MUMO. «Bo3Bpailiaiicst ckopee 10MOid, MO MO-
BeJIUTENb, — 3aKpryasia oHa. — Mos rocrioka U3HBIBaeT OT TOC-
Kd, Koraa Te0s HeT!». OHUM MPBIKKOM OHA OYYTHIIACh BO3JIE
MOJIOZION TOCIIOXKH, €€ JIUIIO HACMEXaJIOCh Oe3 CJI0B HaJl BHIIIIE/I-
M. «MrHOBEHHSI Kak 30JI0Tasi MblIb, YTO YTEKAEeT, — MPOIIIU-
niesa oHa. — JlaBaii st ykparry 1e0si, U Mbl IOWAEM».

«Ham Heuero nenare 3a npejaesamu JIoMa», — CKa3ajla KeH-
IIAHA.

«Tsl pazpeliuiiib, st MO30BY TOrO, KTO TOPUT jKEIaHUEM MPUI-
TH>.

«O KOM Tbl TOBOPHUIIIL 3TO?» — CKa3aJia KeHIUHA OTpellleH-
HO M TBEpIIO MocMoTpesia ed B uio. Kopmunuia pacrepsiachk,
HO He TMoka3zaya BUay. «O ToM, 4TO Ha MOCTY, — 0€3 TeHU CMY-
IIEHWs1 OTBETWJIa OHA, — O HEM T'OBOPIO, O CAMOM HECYaCTHOM
n3 MmyxurH! [103B0JIb MHE MTO3BATh €TI0 U IPUBECTH K YAETY €r0



MeuTaHul 1 Hajiek!». «5 xouy, 4To0 B J0Me OBUIO YHCTO, —
CKa3ajia KpacUJIbIIMIIA W TTOCMOTpea MUMO crapyxu. — Korten
JOJKeH OJ1eCTeTh, BHICKOOIUTD CTYIIBI, CTApble MEIIAIKH JIOJTK-
HBbI BHIIJISZIETh KaK HOBBIE, TIOJI BHIMBITh, U TIOTOPAILUIMBANTECD,
OJIHO 3a Ipyrum». «O MOsI TOCIIOKa, — KAJTOOHO MPOTSHYJIA CTa-
pyxa, — MOMHH, €CTh TOT, KOTOPOTO MBIC/Ib O TBOUX PACITYIIICH-
HBIX BOJIOCAX 3aCTaBJIsSIET KOJIGHU APOXKATh». « YaHbI HA YJIHILy HA
IIPOMBIBKY, — 3aKpHYajia KPaCUJIbIIHUIIA, — Thl OCCCThIKAS, BBIUM-
CTUTh KOPbITA K OOYKH, APOBA HAHOCUTh U3 capasl, IATh CaXkeHb
JPOB, pa3kedb OTOHb IS KOTJIA, MEJIBHUIIBI JIOJDKHBI TaKk pado-
TaTh, YTOO CKPHI JIETEJIH, KPOBATH 3aIllPaBUTh, BIIEpe/l, pa3, japa!
[lleBenuteck Bbl ABOe! Bapak, MOi My, JIOJDKEH paaoBaThCs,
4TO y MEHsI [IBe MPHCIYKHUIB. «O rope Ham», — 3aKpryasa
cTapyxa ¥ ynaja B HOTH KeHIUHe. «[lommm mpousb, 104b MO,
rOCIIOXa Hac TMpe3npacT, U He XOUeT, YTOO Mbl €l COCITYKUJIN
HACTOSIIYIO CITYXOY !»

«Pa3Be BBl He MTpUCATaIU OBITh B MOEM YCJTy’KEHMU WK HEeT? —
3710 3aKpryajia KpaCUIBIIHIIA U BBIIEPHYJIA HOTY U3 PYK CTapyXH,
YTO Ta MOKauHyack. — Kisties wim Her?» OHa TOIHYJ1a HOTOM.
Kopmuituiia n umneparpuiia 3aderaiu, OH| IPUBENN B MOPSIIOK
KpOBaTH, OHU BBIHECIT YaHbl 1 MHCTPYMEHTHI HA ITPOMBIBKY, Ha-
TacKaJM JPOB W3 capas M CIOKWIN JPOBa MITAOETISIMH, BbIYM-
CTWJIM CTYITy ¥ BHICKOOJIIIM Yepriaku. B 310 BpeMst KpacHIbIIy-
1@ BHITAIMJIA W3-TT0]] MMOAYIIKY JPAroleHHYIO JICHTY U 3epKaJio.
Omna cujena Ha 3eMJie Ha CBSI3KE CYIIEHBIX TPaB U YKpaliaa ce-
0s1, HO JIMIIO OCTaBAJIOCh Oe3paIocTHHIM. «Bbl Mymanu, 4uto sy



Bac B KapMaHe, — Opocuia oHa 4epe3 IjIeuo. — PaHbllie HYXKHO
ObL10 BeTaBath. Teneps moderaiite 10 CeIbMOTro MoTax». « Tl po-
rOJIOAEIIbCSI, MOSI TOCTIONA, — CMUPEHHO CKa3aJla KOPMUJIHUIIA. —
Huuro Tak He mpoOyXaaeT rojio Kak CMOTPETh Ha TO, Kak pado-
TalOT IPyTUe», — U IPOTSIHYJIA €1 Ha MaJIEHbKOU TapeJike acCOpTU
U3 Pa3HBIX MANITETOB C TOHKUM IPSIHBIM 3allaXx0M, KaKuX KeHa
KpacWIbIIUKA OTPOJISICh HE BUJETIa: OHA C YAUBIEHUEM CMOTpea
Ha HUX, B35J1a TAPEJIKY U CheJla OIUH 3a APYTrUM Bce OyTepOpOIBI.
Korna Bapak npwuriien B 06e 1oMoi, OHa Obljla He TOJIOIHA U He
MIPUTPOHYJIACh K €Jie, KOTOPYIO MPUTOTOBMIA KOPMUJIMIIA U KO-
TOpasi TaK MPUIILIAch 1o BKycy bapaky. OHa mo-rpexxHeMy Majio
rOBOpHWJIa M HE OTBevasia Ha BOMPOCHl Myka. OH He TPOITIOTHI
HU KycOYKa 0e3 TOro, YToObl He BHITAPAIIIUTh CBOU KPYTJIbIE IJ1a-
3a Ha Hee, OEJIKU ero IJ1a3 HaYMHaIKA OJIECTETh OT OECIOKOMCTBA
WM COCPEIOTOYEHHOCTH. «MOJUTECh, BB Pa3/IC/IUBIIINE C HAMU
Tparnesy, — cka3zan bapak TeTyikam, KOTOpble CHJIENU MOodaTh
Ha 3eMJIe ¥ MOIJIOIIAJIA OCTATKU MUIIK. — MOJIUTECH, YTOO OHA
CHOBA CMOTJIa €CTh ¥ YTOOBI 9TO TOILIO e Ha TIONb3Yy. BhI, TOMmK-
HO OBITh, 3HAETEe, — MPOJOJIKAJ OH, — HE/IeIIO Ha3a/l S PUTJIACKIT
K HaM B JIOM BCEX MOMX POJICTBEHHHUI], OHU BEJIM KPacUBbIe PEYH,
KyMYIIIKH, O Hel, MOel KeHe, U s, 3HaeTe, CeMb pa3 Ha HOYb el
TO, YTO OHU OJIArOCJIOBUIIN TOXKENAHUAMU TUtofopoausi. M ecim
MOsI XeHa BefIeT ceOsl CTpaHHO, MHaYe, YeM OOBIYHO, TO BOCXBa-
JISI0 51 9TY HEOOBIYHOCTh M CKJIOHSIIOCH TIepe]] STUMU N3MEHEHU-
SIMU: JIJa CHU30MET CUacTbe Ha MOIO TOJIOBY, B OKHUIAHUU MOE
cepmiie». JINIo MOIOI0# KEeHIMHBI TOOJIeTHENO OT 3710cTH. «Ho



y4eriasble BeIbMbl, — CKa3ajla OHA MCKPUBJIEHHBIM IPHUMACOM
PTOM, — JIOJKHBI ObLTA 3HATh, YTO HAIIETITHIBAHUE 3aKJIMHAHUM,
JOJKHBI OBUTH 3HATh, HE UMEET BJIACTU HAJl MOMM TEJIOM, M YTO
9TOT MYKUMHA TIPUHST HA HOYb, JIOJUKHBI ObUTH 3HATh, HE BJIM-
sIeT Ha MOIO JKEHCTBEHHOCTh». OHa pe3KO MOIHSIACH C 3eMIIH,
HaIpaBWJIaCh B INTyOMHY KOMHATHI K CBOEW KPOBATH U 3a/IepHY.Ia
3aHaBecKy. bapak Toxe BCTall, ero pot OTKpbUICS, OY/ITO OH XO-
TeJ YTO-TO J00ABUTH, €0 Ila3a CJICIUIM 34 3aHABECKOH, KOTO-
past CKpbIBasia ero jkeHy. Morya OH Havyasl YKJIaIbIBaTh OOJIBIION
TIOK OKPAILICHHON MaTepuu, 4TOObI BOIPY3UTh €ro cede Ha CIu-
Hy. Korga oH 3akoH4mI, Oyy4uu BO3JE JBEPH, MOMPABHUI IPy3
Ha CBOEH CITUHE U JPYKETI0OHO CKa3all TETYIIKaM: «$I He 3071 Ha
JKEeHy M3-3a ee CJIOB, Y MEHsI PaIOCTHO Ha Cep/lle, 51 B OKUIaHNN
0J1aroCIOBEHHBIX, YTO MPUAYT». «OHU HE MPUIYT, — MPOIIIETa-
J1a Tipo ceOs JKEeHIIMHA, — HA B 9TOM JIOMe, CKOpee YHIyT OTCIO-
na». OHa IpolIenTaia 3TO MOYTH Oe3MOJIBHO 3a 3aHABECKOM, UTO
HHMKTO HE MOT 3TO YCIIBIIIIATh; HO KOPMUJIMIIA BCE K€ YCIIBIIIANIA,
MOPTHYB JILICBIMH, O€3 PECHUI] IJIa3aMH.
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