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IIpoJior

— Eie vainky yas, uiabep?

Mapkuza TOIIHWIO OT MPUTOPHOM CIIAJIOCTH B TOJIOCE AUPEKTPUCHl YIIBMAPCKOU Onaropoj-
HOU MIKOJIBL. M1 OT 3TOr0O «Miibepa», KOTOPBIN OHA BHITOBAapHBaJIa C OCOOBIM MpUbIXaHueM. Byaro eit
HEU3BECTHO, uTo B kuiax Caiipoca Penxa HeT HU Karu TeMHou Maruu. OgHako rocroxa Maype
YIIOPHO UTHOPUpPOBAJIA Cell (pakT, HAMEPEHHO YNOTpeOIisisi caMoe BEKJIMBOE M3 BCEX MPUHSATHIX B
Jlerum obparieHuii. B umrnepun onacanich Hocutesen (hUOJIETOBOM KPOBH, CTAPATUCh OBITh C HUMU
MaKCHUMaJIbHO TIpeyTpeanTeIbHbIMU. Kak cobeceHmiia ¢ Mapku3oMm ceituac. Bee 310 HaBomuiio Ha
OIpE/IETIEHHBIE MBICIIH.

— Mos noub, — HanmoMHWI Caiipoc O eI CBOETO BU3MTA.

— 3a Heill yike Mocam, MUJIOp/, — 3aHEPBHUYAB, COPBAJIACh Ha MIPUBBIYHOE OOpaIieHre TUpeK-
TpHUCa.

XM, ellle MHTepecHee: MHOTJa 32 OTOBOPKaMM CTOUT TaK MHOTO. . .

Caiipoc Pemx, mapku3 COHKC, OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY JUBAHA U MOKOCHIICS HA COOECEIHUILY.
[Ton ero mpucTanbHBIM B3IVISAAOM PYKU AMPEKTPUCHL 3aIPOXKAIIM, KEHIIMHA €/1Ba HE YPOHUJIA pac-
MYCaHHBI po3amu 3aBapHUK. «CTapas aeBa», — MBICJIEHHO oxapakTtepu3oBal ee Caiipoc. 3anu3aH-
HBIE BOJIOCHI C JIETKOM MPOCebl0 COOpaHbl B UJEAIbHBIN MYYOK, OSTOCHEKHbII BOPOTHUYOK CUHETO
IJIaThs IUIOTHO OXBaTbiBaJl ropiio. Opex/1a HarmyXo 3aCTerHyTa Ha BCE MyTOBULIbI, MEJIKHUE, CJIOBHO
TOPOIIMHKY, — TIpecTapesibie HeBecThl Oe3ynpeunsl Bo BceM. K cuactbio, nouepu Caiipoca momo0-
Hasl y4acTb He rpo3uiia. Pazymeercsi, eciv IEeMOHOBBI CITy KalllKe IIKOJbI COOAroBOJIST €€ OThICKATb.
Heyskenu Tak cioxHO npuBecT eMy J104b? [Tporuio nmomyaca, a BaiioseT 10 cux rnop He 0ObsIBIIACH.

— Cniacu0o0, s yXe CBIT, — MApKU3 PEIIUTENIHEHO OTKA3aJICs OT OUePEeTHOM MOPIH POMAIITKOBOTO
Oe3ymusl.

Xotenock 1006aBUTh: «CHIT TIO TOPJIO», HO U3 BEXKJIMBOCTH OH ITPOMOJTYAIL.

Caiipoc ocTeneHHo Tepsil TeprieHue. Eiie HeMHOro, ¥ OH caM OTIPABUTCS Ha MOWCKU A0YEPH.

Hakower1 iBepb B KaOMHET OTBOPHIIACH, U B 00PA30BaBIIYIOCS ITIEJTb TPOCYHYJIACH TOJIOBA IAMBbI
B ()OPMEHHOM ILJIAThE YUUTEIILHUIIBL. Y MapKu3a CO3aJI0Ch BIIeUaTieHHe, OyITO OHA OO Oesxaia —
TaK CWJIbHO PaCKpacHEMCh ee MIeKu. [IBa sipko-asbIX nATHA. B m1a3ax 3acTbul yxac, najiblibl HEPBHO
MSUIM PEMEHD MOSICHON CYMOYKH IJ1s1 INTPAPHBIX KAPTOYEK.

— Hy uto eme? — ¢ ierkum pasapaxeHueM nonHrepecoaics Caipoc, nepexBaTUB IJIaBEHCTBO
Ha MpaBax 4jeHa BepxoBHoro cosera.

BbpocuB Ha Hero 3aTpaBJieHHBIN B3IJIS]L, YUYUTEIbHHLIA I'YJIKO CIJIOTHYIIA.

Jla 4ato ¢ HuUMU BceMu Takoe? YiibMapcKas OJ1aropojiHast IKoJia CllaBUiach 0e3yKOPU3HEHHBIMU
MpenoaaBaTessiMU, O3TOMY Clofla OTIABAIM JOYeper MHOTME CAHOBHUMKM MMIIEpUU. Tenepp xe oT
YMHHOCTHU HE OCTAJIOCh U CJIe/ia, TIOBCIOY TieOefcKasi CyeTIIMBOCTb.

—T'ocnoxa, Tam. ..

He 3akoHuuB (ppaspl, yuuTenbHUIA ClENada BbIpa3UTEbHbIE [NIa3a M KECTOM IMOMPOCUIA
JAUPEKTPUCY BBIATH. Ta b oOpaoBanach BO3MOKHOCTH cOeXaTh OT MapKu3a U, IIUCKHYB: «5 Ha
MHHYTOUKY, Ballle CUATEJIbCTBO», BBICKOUMJIA 32 ABEPb.

—T'oBopure! — mpormmriena oHa, Koraa OHU OTOILIH JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOB Calipoc X He CIIBIIIAL.

— Jlenu Baiiosnier. .. OHa... — OT BO3MYILIEHHS YYUTEJIbHUIIA MTONEPXHYJIAch. — OHa LIeI0BaIach
C yUMTeJIEM PUCOBaHUSA B AKTOBOM 3asie!

Ckazasia ¥ moluia MsITHaMH, CJIOBHO 3aCTyKajia JJO4b MapKu3a 3a 4eM-To OoJsiee Mpenocyiu-
TEJIbHBIM.

Mornozoit yurTellb puCOBaHM S HPABUJICS MHOTUM, JIa)e CYypOBOM rocrnoxe Maype, 3aBe/10BaB-
mei mkono. Mictus Pust Toxxe Houamu B3ApIXaia Mo HEMY Y BEpWJIA, YTO OJHAXKABI OH IO JIOCTO-
VHCTBY OLIEHUT €€ AyIIly, CIIPATAaHHYIO MO cepbiM (POPMEHHBIM IuIaTheM. Ho yuuTens oTuero-to
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npearnoyven Baiioner, MonbCTUIICS Ha KPacHBYIO BHEIIHOCTb. MoskeT, y VicTiu He Takue MIMKapHbie
BOJIOCHI, HATIOMUHABIIIKE CIIEJIbIe KOJIOChS IMIIIEHUITB, HE TaKKe TITyOOKHe IJ1a3a [BEeTa epBOi 3eJIeHH,
HO BeJJb M OHA HE YPOJMHA, K TOMY ke MyJpee, OfbITHee. UTO MOXKET JaTh My)KUMHE BOCEMHA/IATH-
neTHsisl AeB4oHKa? Ho, yBbI, OBIUATH HA 4yko0i BIOOp VIcTHSI HE MOTIJIa, TOJIBKO JOJIOKUTH O HEM
aupekTpuce. XOTsl U MaJleHbKasi, HO MECTb.

Kabmyku rocniosxu Maype orouBaiiu poos B kKopraope. OHa 6e3 cTyka pacrnaxHyJia JIByCTBOP-
yaThble IBepy AKTOBOTO 3aJIa U 3aCThUIA, OpaXeHHasi OE3HPABCTBEHHON KapTUHOM. [leBuIla naxe He
TMOJIyMaJia CJIe3Th C KOJIEH YUHUTeIs IIPU €€ TOSIBJIEHHUH, TOJIbKO, (DAJIBIIMBO MOTYIHMB B30P, BEXKIUBO
103/10pOBAJIACh.

— XM, BOT KaK Bbl 0pOpMJIsIETE 3J1 K BHIITYCKHOMY Oaity! — HAXMypHlach TUPEKTpHCA.

Hcrtus 3a ee CIMHOM HABOCTPUIIA YIIIH.

— Bce moutu rotoBo, rocnioxka Maype. — CrioxBaTHBIIHCh, My)XK4YMHA ccaaui Baiioner ¢ koieH
¥, 3aKalUISBIINCH, YKa3al Ha pa30pOCaHHbIE HA MOy SCKU3bl. — MoXeTe caMu yOeaUThCS.

— 41 yxe yoenunack. — JKeHIIMHA HE yIOCTOMIIA UX B3MIsAOM. — [lomnporiry oObsICHUTBCS.

— A Heuero oObsCHSTh, — JEP3KO BCTPsijia B Uyk0i pasroBop Baitoner. — $1 Bcero numb nomo-
rajia roCTiofIMHY YYHUTEIIO M B3siJIa HECKOJIBKO YPOKOB 10 CMEKHOMY npeameTy. He Mory ke 51 BbIATH
B cBeT HeBesxen? JKeHuxu 3acMeroT.

Ona cMoTpena IupeKkTpuce IpsMO B Ila3a Kak paBHas. ['ocnioxxa Maype naBHO He BcTpevasia
MOI00HOTO HAXaJIbCTBA M MIOPAIOBANIACH, UTO IEBUOHKY YBE3YT JI0 BPYUEHHS aTTeCTaTOB. XOTsI ITOHA-
Yajy oHa ObliIa IPOTHB CTPAHHOM MPUXOTH MapKu3a, Tenepb rnepeaymana. Baiioner Pemk Morna eme
YTO-TO BBIKMHYTh, TOXOPOHUB O€3YKOPU3HEHHYIO PEIyTaIMIO IITKOJIBI.

— Bac ket orelr, — cyxo 3ametwiia aupektpuca. — [loropornurecs, Baiioner, u 3acteraure Bepx-
HIOIO ITYTOBHIIY.

VYMy HENmoCTMKUMO: yuuTesb U yueHuna! OcraBanoch HaAesThCsl, BCE OIPAaHUYMUIIOCH OTHOM
paccrernyroii myrosureil. He mpoBepsiTh ke, Ha Mecte Jin uyaku u Oenbe. OmHo rocnioka Maype
MOHMMAJIa TOYHO: C YYHUTEJIeM PUCOBAHUS MPHUIETCs paccrarbes. Kasiko, mprucKopOHO, HO 3TO HEOO-
xonumasi Mmepa. He crousio ero BooOiiie Opath, HO JKEHIIUH JOCTATOYHOM KBaTM(PHUKAIIUY HEe HAIILIIOCh.
Tenepb AUpeKTpHCa OTAYBAIACh 32 CBOM OIIMOKH.

— Korpma mapkus yener, 3aiiiute B Mo KaOWHeT, — 1o0aBua OHa, 0Opaasch K BUHOBHUKY
Mepenoynoxa. — 3a pacyeToM.

— Xopo1io, — COKpPYIIEHHO KMUBHYJ TOT W, TIOKOCHBIIMCH Ha Baiioner, no6asmwi: — $1 rotoB
KEHUTHCS, TYCTh MEX/Ly HAMH HUYero He Obl10. CJI0BO KU3HU!

— Bor eme! — rHeBHO CBepKHY/a I1a3aMu AeByIIKa. — Yymib kakas! B kauecTBe Myska Bbl MHE
COBCEM HE UHTEPECHBI.

He o6opauuBasicb, UTHOpUPYsSI CBEPJIUBIINIA CIIMHY HEIOYMEHHBIN B3IJISII yUHMTeNsl pHCOBa-
Hus, Baiioner Bbiuia u3 AkToBoro 3aia. CrivHa ueanbHO Mpsmasi, ToI0OPOIOK MOMHAT. YUUTeb
— MUMOJIETHOE Pa3BjieUyeHre, Y Hero HeT U He MOXKET ObITh HUYEro OOIIEero ¢ J04Yephio OAHOTO U3
CaHOBHHMKOB MUMIICPHH.

— YT0-TO THI 10JITO! — BCTPETUII MapKU3 TOSIBJIEHUE HACIICTHUIIBL.

— A TBI — paHo.

Caiipoc nozacTaBuII HIEKy, 1 Baitoner 3anevariena Ha HeW AEKypHBII JOYEPHUI TIOLETYH.

— Her cmbicna octaBisaTh Te0st 31ech. Thl BBIXOAUIIIL 3aMYK.

— Bor kak? — nonHsita 6poBu AeByiika. — U 3a koro xe?

Omna BbIKazana Juib (opMalIbHbIA UHTEPEC. 3a4eM, €CIM U TaK MOHSATHO, YTO B MYXbsl €
YrOTOBaH OAMH W3 3HATHEWIMX skeHUXoB Jlernu. CMCOK MOTEHIMATBHBIX KaHIUIATOB HEBEJIUK U
JABHO M3BECTEH, OCTAJIOCh YCIIBIIIATh, KOTO UMEHHO MPEATOYes OTell.

— I'epuor bepui.
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Hane nepyarku, MapKu3 MOAHSIICA ¢ JUBaHA M B35 104b 1of pyKy. CiegoBasio Obl MOmpo-
IIaThCs C AMPEKTPUCOH, HO OHA 3a€PKUBAIACh, @ OH M TaK MPOTOPYAIT B IIKOJIE HETIO3BOJIUTEIBHO
JOJIro. 3aX04eT, camMa BBIMJIET K Kapere.

— IlonsiTHO, — KMBHY/a Baitoner.

— U Tomeko? — yemexnysics Caiipoc. — Pa3Be TeOe He JIbCTUT CTaTh KEHOW IBOIOPOIHOTO OpaTa
umrieparopa?

— QueHb, HO s ceiluac CJAMIIKOM yCTaja, IPOCTH.

— Bo3mosxHO, TeOs mopaayer BTopasi HOBOCTb, — IIOAMUTHYJ MapKu3. — OTHbIHE THI (ppeilinHa
umrneparpuibl-matepr. Cama MoHUMaelllb, MKOJIbHOEe 00pa30BaHME — ITO XOPOIIO, HO HEOOXOIMMO
«1moo0TeCaThCSI» TIPU IBOPE.

Bationer npenskymiaoie yapioHynack. Cefiuac oTell AeHCTBUTEIHEHO 00paoBaj: OHA OTIIPAB-
asnack Ko Aopy. CTpalHO Moaymarh, CKOJIBKO BO3MOXKHOCTEW OH OTKpbiBaji! A repuor Maiin3
Bepui... OHa BeiiizieT 3a Hero. [J1yrmo OTKa3bIBaTbCsl OT ChIHA MPUHIIECCH. BXMBYI0O OHM HUKOTAA
HE BCTPEUaJIMCh: TIOUYTH BCe JIeTCTBO BaiioneT nmpoBesna B YbMapcKoil 01aropoiHoM MIKOJIE, JIOJTUX
JecsITh JIET, HO IEBYIIIKAa MHOTO Cibliaia o HeM. O Maiinze OT3bIBaIiCh UCKITIOUUTENBHO TTOJOXKH-
TEJIbHO, XOTSI €/ XBaTUJIO Obl TPEX BEIIEH: MOJIOZIOCTH, PUSITHON BHEIITHOCTH U TOJIOKEHHS B 00IIIe-
crBe. Huvero, rnpu JBOpe OHM MO3HAKOMSTCS, 3aKJII0YAT IMOMOJIBKY M CHITPAIOT CBaJbOy, CMeIlaB
KpPOBb JIByX 3HATHBIX CEMEHNCTB, — COOCTBEHHO, CEJAIOT TO, Yero C POXASHUS KIYT OT JIOAEH HUX

Kpyra.
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I'maBa 1

— Kytkas Beup marus!

CkpuBUB ryObl, UMIIEpaTpUIla-MaTh MOKOCHIAch Ha Mapkuzy COHKC, OXHasi BO3pPaKEHUH,
HO UX HE MOCeAOoBaNI0. DMOEpI HEBOZMYTUMO KUBHYJA M, APUCTOKPATUYHO MU3OTHYB MHU3UHEII,
BCJIE]] 32 BEHIIEHOCHOW COOECE/IHUIIEH OTITHIIA ellle HEMHOTO KO(be C MOJIOKOM — JIIOOMMOT0 HAITUTKA
BJIOBBI MOYMBILEr0 umMIepatopa. HecMOTpsi Ha MOYTEHHbI BO3pPACT, OHA KAaTErOPHMUYECKU OTKAa3bl-
BaJlaCh 3aMEHUTDb ero Oojiee MoJie3HbIM YaeM. Bripouewm, omgHoro B3misga Ha Pemxuny CredaHuio
['panima xBaTuiio Obl, YTOOBI TIOHATh, YMUpATh OHA SIBHO HEe coOupasiack. MHOTUM Jla)ke Ka3aJioch,
YTO BIOBCTBYIOIIAsI UIMIIEPATpUIIa IepeKUBET COOCTBEHHBIX AeTei. VneanbHas ynpyras Koxa, mycTb
Y TIOKPBIBIIASICSI CETKOW MEJIKUX MOPIIMHOK, YBEPEHHbI LIENKUN B3MJIs] U HE MEHee SICHBIA yM.
durypa PemxuHbl TOXKE He mpeTepriesia OoNbIMX n3MeHeHui. OHa ciierka nonpaBuiach rmocje poaos
— TOsIBJICHUE JIeTel PeaKO MPOXOAUT OecclieIHO, — HO ITUM U OrpaHUuMIach. BripoueM, n3muiHss
XymoOa TOJIbKO TOpTHJIa Obl BIOBCTBYIOIIYI0 UMIIepaTpully. B ee Bo3pacte He 10 auer, cpasy mpe-
Bpallaelibcsi B MyMHIO.

— CoBepIlieHHO ¢ BaMU COIJIacHa, — KUBHYJIA DMOepiu.

OHM cMOTpeJHCh KaK MOTHbIe TPOTUBOMOJIOKHOCTH, CBET U ThMa: OEJIOKypasi, He yTpaTUBIIIast
OBbLION KPacoThl MapKK3a U MMIIEpaTpUIia C TIOCEPeOPEHHBIM rolaMy TEMHBIM IIIOKOJIaJOM BOJIOC.

— Ho Ban oterr — pextop, — ¢ Jierkoi yiblOKor HanmoMHWIa PekiHa ¥ MocTaBMIIa Yyalllky Ha
Omoieuko. AKKYpaTHO, € I0BEJIMPHON TOYHOCTBIO, HE 33/IeB KPOILIEYHYIO MO30JI0UYEHHYIO JIOKEUKY. —
Marus y Bac B KpOBH.

— AX, Ballle BeJIMYeCcTBO! — B3MaxHyJa PyKOM MapKu3a, CBEPKHYB (DaMWJIbHBIM KOJBIIOM C
pyorHoM. — Camasi MaJIoCTh, CyIlle KpoXu. Bhl ke 3HaeTe, IeBOUKH Oe3apHbl, CIIOCOOHBI JIUIIIb Ha
MeJKHE (POKYCHI.

— OpiHaKO HACTOSITENIBHO TPEOYIOT OIYCKa B aKaJIEMHIO, — 3aTPOHYJIa OCTPYIO TeMy codece]l-
Hutla. — CbIH HEJaBHO MOJTyYWJI THEBHYIO TIETUIIMIO.

— Or koro xe?

JlamMbl HacTaxJanvch THEBHBIM Kode B Oyayape BIOBCTBYIolei ummeparpuiipl. Ciona normyc-
KaJIich JnIib u30paHHbie. Mapkuza COHKC BXOOMIIA B WX YKMC/IO. MHOTO PO30BOTO, JKMBBIC IIBETHI
B Ba3aX — Cpa3y U HE CKaXelllb, YTO KOMHATA MpUHAJIeKaNa Moxuion xenmuHe. Ho Pemkuna ne
MeHs1J1a ObLTBIX TTPUBBIYEK M UHTEPECOB TOJIBKO MIOTOMY, YTO OHU HE COOTBETCTBOBAIM BO3PACTY WJIH
BBIIIUIM U3 MOJBI. FIMEHHO MO3TOMY 3/1eCh BCE OCTAIOCh TaK *ke, KaK BO BpeMeHa ee I0HOCTH, KOrja
[IeCTHAALIATUIETHSISL TIPUHIIecca MpUObLIA KO JBOPY.

— Ot mapel... gaMm. — Ha nocnenneM cioBe TyObl UMIIEPATPUIIBI IPE3PUTENIBHO TPOTHYIU. —
OHM HacTOSITENIbHO TpeOOBAIM MOBIUSTH Ha BaIllero OTIIA.

— BynbTe MoKo¥iHEI, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, OH COBJIAJaeT C TIOIOOHBIM HEeIOBOJILCTBOM. [lonararo,
T€ JKEHIIUHBI HEJOCTATOYHO 3HATHHI?..

— BoI yrajamm, Dmbepimu. — Teneps Biasenuia Oymayapa yisioanack. — B Kakoi-To crereHu s
MOT'Y UX TOHSITh W IOCOBETYIO ChIHY MPEJOCTABUTh UM BO3MOXKHOCTb MOTYYUTh UHOE 0Opa30BaHUE.
MHoOrum He NPUXOIUTCS HAJESIThCS HA CEMBIO UM MYKa, OHU JTOJKHBI I0OBIBATDH MPOMUTAHUE CAMO-
CTOSITEJIBHO.

Mapkusa TSKKO B3/IOXHYJIA, TO JIU COYYBCTBYS O€IHSIKKAM, TO JIM B 3HAK TMOJAJCPKKU UMIIe-
paTpuLbL.

— Crplany, — MOHU3MUB roJIoc, CMEHIIIA OHA TEMY, — JThep OISITh B CTONUIIE. Y MEHS Mypallku
M0 KO€ OT OJIHOW TOJIbKO MBICIM, YTO MOXHO CTOJKHYThCSI C HUM B KOpuaope! — mpu3Hajiach
Dmbepnu.

Mesxy co60il sKeHIIMHBI HA3bIBATH UJIbePOM TOJILKO OTHOTO YeJIoBeKa, M Pel’krHa MTHOBEHHO
TMOHs1JIa, O KOM IILJIa peyb.
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— BpocbTe! — OHa 00onpstiole KOCHYIACh JTAA0HU COOECETHUIIBI. — Y MarucTpa HeT ¥ He MOXET
OBITH TIPETEH3MII K pony Pemk.

— OnHaKko MHe Bce paBHO CTpallHO! — nmoexuiach Mapkusa. — Kaxaplil pa3, korjaa oH MosiBis-
ercsl, CJIy4aloTCsl HEIIPUATHOCTH.

— Tonbko ¢ TeMu, KTO UX 3aCiIyKUBaeT. — B rosoce nMrieparpuiipl 3a3BeHena craib. — S mory
CKOJIBKO YTOITHO He JoOUTh mibepa [aypa, HO OH He KapaeT HeBMHOBHBIX. C HUM HE TPUXOIUTCS
OeCIOKONTHCS 3a Oyayiee KOPOHbI.

— U Bce xe TeMHast Marus... — IMOepiM He 3aKOHYMJIA U CHOBa B3J0XHYJa. — ClioBOM, s
Mpearnoysa Obl MOpeke BCTPeYaThCsl ¢ HOCUTENSAME (DHUOJIETOBOW KPOBH.

— Kak 1 MBI Bce, — 3a/1yMUMBBIM 9XOM OTO3BajIach PeqkuHa.

B Oynyape HeHa10TO TIOBUCTIA TUIITIMHA, HApYIIIaeMas JIUIIh JTIOOMMOI KOIIKON UMIIepaTPHIIBL.
7KMBOTHOE YIOPHO MBITAJIOCH JIOCTaTh UTPYIIEYHYIO MBIIIb U3-1107 Myduka. Kortu ckpexeranu no
NapKeTy, HeIUIsUINCh 32 00MBKY. Huuero, 3aMeHsIT, mepeTsHyT.

— Korna nameuena cBagp6a? — PepkiHa HaKOHeI! 3aTPOHYJIa TeMy, paay KOTOPOH MpUIiacuia
MapKu3y. — X0ueTcs MOryJisATh Ha eIlle OHOM JI0 TOro, Kak MOM IJla3a HABEKU 3aKPOIOTCS.

— Hy utO BBI, Balle BEJMYECTBO, BaM €Il CIMIIKOM PaHO YXOAMTh! — 3alpoTecToBaja
SMOepiH, BIOKHUB B CJIOBA MAKCUMYM IATOKH. — BHI el1le He )KeHWIN ChIHA.

— W 310 MOs1 GombIIast roJIoBHasE O0JTb, — HAXMYPHJIACh BIIOBCTBYIOIIAS MMIIEpAaTpUIIa U OTCTa-
BUJIA OITYCTEBIIYIO YaIlIKy Ha cepeOpsiHbIi MogHOC. MapKu3a rnociiejoBaia ee npuMepy, X0oTs Ha JIHe
OCTaBAJIOCh €11Ie HEMHOIO cMecu Kode U MoJloKa. — BanbTep ynopHO He kejlaeT NoHsATh, uto Jlernu
HeoOxoauMbl HacieTHUKH. He BHeOpauHble, KOTOPHIX Y HEro MOJHO, a 3aKOHHBIE. [Toxoxke, MHe Tpu-
AeTCs IOIIOKUTh HEBECTY MY B TOCTEJIb, YTOObI 3aCTABUTh KEHUTHCS.

— Ilpuner Bpemsi, 1 Bce oOpa3yercsi, — YCIIOKOUJIa MOKPOBUTEIbHUIYY dMOepnu. — Ero umre-
paTopcKoe BEJIMYECTBO €ILEe MOJIOA. . .

— Emy copok, DmbOepmu! — pazapaxeHHo odopsania ee PemkuHa. — Yke cOpok, U HU HaMeKa
Ha cBaap0y. ToT e Maiin3 MOMOJIBIIEH C Balllel JOUYEphio, XOTsI Ha AECATD JIET MOJIOXKE.

— Bce obpazyertcs1, — ynopHo NOBTOpHJIa Mapku3a. — MiMnepatopy 103BOJIUTENLHBI HEKOTOPBIE
crmabocTu.

— Dtux cnabocrer yxke moiHbA aBopen! — Hamoprimna nepeHocuily ummeparpuiia. — OH
NepenopTuIl U4yTh JIM He Bcex Moux ¢peismH! Jla uTo Tam, Jaxe neHa xanoBajack. — Mimenace B
BUAY MJIajliasi cecrpa NoKoiHoro npasutens DneHa CunbBus ['paHuu, B 3aMykKecTBe repLioruHs
Bepui. — Ona Goutcs npuriamars roctet, koraa Banstep y Hee.

— Ee umniepatopckoe BBICOUECTBO MPEYBEIMUMBACT. — IMOEPIH CHpsTaa YIBIOKY B YTOJIKax
ry0. OHa HU 32 YTO He MpHU3HAIACh Obl Pe[kiHe, HO Mojio3peBasia MICTUHHYIO TPUYMHY HETOBOJIbCTBA
repuoruau: Banbrep He kenan oOpaTuTh BHUMaHKE Ha HYKHYIO keHIMHY. He Ha TeTKy, pazymeercs,
a Ha ee J04b. — OHa CIMIIKOM YyBCTBUTEJIbHA K BOIIPOCAM MOPAJIH.

— CtporocTs B 11o10OHOM BOMPOCE e11ie HUKOMY He Melaja, — 3aMmeTuia codeceanuia. — Moso-
AeXH CIIeA0BasIo Obl Yallle BCIOMHMHATh O TAKMX MOHATUSIX, KAK YeCTh U COBECTb.

— CoBepIIeHHO ¢ BaMH COTJIACHA, — ITOJ0OOCTPACTHO MOJIAKHYJIa MapKU3a.

Ona HarmoMMHazia BOAY: KyJa HalpaBUIllb, TyJAa U noredyer. IMEHHO 3TO CBOWCTBO — YMEHUE
TMOZICTPaNBAThCs MOJ] OKPYKEHNE, BTUPAThCS B JOBEPUE IMIOMOIJIO €1 B CBOE BpeMs 3anonyuuTh Cail-
poca Pemxka. [IBanuarh j1eT Ha3aJ OH CJIbLT 3aBUIHBIM KEHUXOM, MHOTO KpacaBHIl M TPOCTO Oora-
TBHIX HACJIEJHUI] BUJIOCh BOKPYT Mapku3a, HO keHusics: Cailpoc Ha Heil. be3ycioBHO, BHICOKMIA MOCT
ee OTLA ChI'paJl CBOI0 poJib, HO DMOepIu mocrapanach u cama. ;Kajb, He yaaloch POOUTH ChIHA,
HO JKEeHIIMHA coOrpaiach BO30OHOBUTH MOMBITKK. OHA 3710poBa, ellie pUBJIeKaTeIbHa U ONPABAACT
OXUaHMS CyNpyra. A orpaBaaTh Hy:KHO, MHa4e IMOEpI pUCKOBaJla OKa3aThCsl OBIBIIEH JKEHOM.
ITycte Caiipoc OTKpBITO HE BBICKa3blBaJl HEJOBOJIBCTBA, OHA cama Bce NMOHMMana. be3 HacnenHuka
IIPEepBETCs POIl, U ITOTO JOMYCTUTDh HEJIb34.

— IIpusiTHO cablmaTh, — OHOOPUTETHHO KMBHY/Ia PemkuHa. — B cBeTe HelaBHE! UCTOPHM. . .
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Ona He goroBopuia, Opocuia B3I HA YaChl M 3aTOPOIMIACH:

— CoBceM s 3a00nTasack, 3a0puia o genax! M 3arnoMHuTe, — HEOKUAAHHO 32I0PHO TIOJMUTHYJIA
MMIIepaTpUIIa, — s JOJDKHA TIEPBOM y3HATh O AaTe CBaJbObl, PACCUMTHIBAIO HA Bac. XOpomas U3 HUX
rapa, oueHb Xopolias, u3 Baiieir Baitoser u Maiinza DieHsl.

— Moxete Ha MeHsI PacCUUTHIBATD, Ballle BETUYECTBO.

SMOepiM MOICKOUMIIA U, TIPHCEB B peBepaHce, MOTSAHYJIACh K MUJIOCTUBO MPOTSHYTOU pyKe.

— XKny Bac Ha mMackapaze, muast dMOepiu, Bac U Bally J104b, pasymeercsi. Criacete MeHs OT
CMEpTHOW CKYKHM, — paccMesiiach PemknHa. — OKpy:Kalollye CYMTAIOT MEHsI JPEBHEN pa3BalIvHOW
1 00paIaiTcs COOTBETCTBEHHO. ByATO MHE OTHBIHE MHTEPECHO CYJaYUTh TOJIBKO O JIEKAPCTBAX M
6one3nsix! O0s3aTeIbHO MPUTOTOBLTE AJIsI MEHSI apy CBEXKHX CILIETEH, — yKe MOBEPHYBIINCH CIIH-
HOM, 700aBmIa UMMepaTpuna. — MoXHO Aaxe MMKaHTHBIX.

Mapkwusa, Bce ellie B IOJTyCOTHYTOM TOJIOKEHUH, TIOTSITAIACH K ABEPH, a UMIIepaTpHIla CKpbl-
nach B crnianbHe. Eif TpeGoBaock mpuBecTH ceOsi B MOPSAOK M MEPEOEThCs Tepel] pasroBOPOM C
cbiHOM. [loJokeHre MaTepy MO3BOJISIIO He MCHPAIIMBATh ayTUEeHIMY, HO PekuHa yBaxana qyxou
MOKOHM M He pelliaja BOMPOCH B Yachkl OTAbIXa. 3a Oeceioi ¢ MapKU30W OHA JOXHUAAIACh HYKHOTO
yaca, Korja, HabpaBIIvch cuil, BasbTep CHOBa OKyHETCsl B Iy4MHY rocygapctBeHHbIx aei. [locne —
YXKUH U HUKAKHX pa3roBOPOB O MOJIUTHUKE.

Ciy’kaHKU CyeTUIMCh BOKPYT PeKMHBI, TIIATEeIbHO pacuechiBasi KaxIblid BOJIOCOK. MMriepa-
TpUIla IPU3HABATACh B STOM TOJBKO CaMbIM OJIM3KMM: OHA He ’Kejajia craperh. VIMEHHO mosToMy
TUIAThS] HIWJIKCH TI0 CAMOW MOCIETHEeN MOJIe, & He KOITMPOBAJIHM YT PIOMbIE BIOBBU (DY TIISIPbI ITOTYBEKO-
BOI1 1aBHOCTU. PekuHa BooOIIie He pu3HaBasa (hbMoJIeTOBBIN — IBeT ckopOu. Kak cMMBOTMYHO, 4TO
KpPOBb TEMHBIX MaroB MMeJa TOT ke OTTeHOK ! XOTs HUYEero yAUBUTEIbHOTO, OHO MOPOIMIIO IPYToe.
VImeHHO KpoBb B Kujiax ykporuteneid TbMbl OKpacuia rope B (pUOIETOBHIN, a He HA00OPOT.

Wrak, nonoit Boosuil nBer! Mmneparpuiia BeiOpaia Uisi BU3UTA K ChIHY KO(EeHHOe IIaThe,
yKpallleHHOe TOHYalmM KpyxeBoMm. [lapa HuTel xemuyra TecHo oOBuiM 1ieto. Ha rpynu — mena-
JIbOH € N300pakeHneM MoKoiHoro cynpyra. [Tycts Pemxuna ero e moouia, HO HeU3MEHHO BCTIOMHU-
HaJla C TETUIOTOM U yBaXkeHHeM. bpaku B ee cpejie 3aKJII0Yarch 10 pacyeTy, U BCTPETUTh OaHAIbHOE
MOHMMaHMe — OoJTbIast ynaua. Manasi aiMasHasi JuajieMa BeHyala akKypaTHyio mpudecky. Hukakoit
BYaJTH, YCTh BCE JIIOOYIOTCS YIOKEHHBIMU HA BICKAX KOCAMHU.

HemHoro nomajel v pyMsiH.

Pemxuna 10BONIBHO ocMoTpena ceOsi B TpOMHOM 3epkaiie. OHa elie JOCTaTOYHO XOpoIla, He
CMOpIIleHHas1 ctapyxa. Jla pa3Be MOXHO OCTaBaThCsl IPyroi, Korga Tedsi OKpYKaloT MOJIOJAEHbKIE
(peiinnbl? MniepaTpuiia NOANUTHIBAIACH UX CBEKECTHIO, B3aMEH YUMJIA KUTEHCKUM IPEMYAPO-
crsm. [Ikona ¥ ryBepHaHTKA — 9TO XOPOIIO, HO CJMIIIKOM MaJlo JUIsl CBETa.

— Ilyctp Baitoner nopact MHe Beep, — BCIOMHMWIA OHA O HOBOMH IMOAONEYHOM, NOCTYNMBLIEH
TI0J1 €€ KPBUIO B HavaJsie JieTa. — Y ChlHA HABepHSKA JIYIIHO: BEUHO CIIyTH 3a0bIBAIOT OTKPBITh OKHA!

ChyxaHKU OECIIOMOIITHO TIeperIsiHy/MCh. lexkypHast ypeiiinHa OTCyTCTBOBaIA, cOexala, Kak
TOJIBKO TPHIIUIA MAPKH3a.

— Hy uero 3amepnu, kiymm? — PekrHa HaurHasia cepauThesi. — KocTsHOM Beep ¢ JTUIMsAMMU.

— Ceiiuac, Baille BeJIMYECTBO!

CrnoxBaTMBIIMCh, OHA U3 CITY’KaHOK BbIOeXkasa BoH. Eciv BAOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIepaTpuIie Tpe-
OoBaJicsl Beep, OHa 0OsI3aHa ero MOTyYUTh.

— PasBe s npocuina npunectu ero teds? — OpHako PeknHa Bce paBHO OCTasIach HEIOBOJbHA. —
I'ne nequ Penx?

— Ee Her, — 03ByunIia cTpalHylo npaBy CIyKaHKa U MoOJeaHeNa.

Ceituac paspaszurcs Oyps!

— W e xe oHa? — ciBUHYIa OpOBM MMITEpaTpHUIIA.

W3 3epkana Ha CIIyr cMOTpesia yKe COBCEM JApyrasi ’KeHIIMHA: He yMUPOTBOPEHHAsI, CIOKOMHASI
TETYIIIKA, a TPO3HAS BJIA/IBIYUIIA.
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— MBl... MBI He 3HaeM, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — MpoJierieTaa BKOHEI] pacTepsiBIIAsCs CIIykKaHKa.

— Tax Haiigure! — Pyka PekuHbl ¢ CUJION OMyCTHIIACh HA TYaJIETHBIN CTOJIMK, €/1Ba HE CKUHYB
nynpenuny. — Mnu s u 3to gomkHa 3a Bac aenars? [lomum BoH!

JIBaX bl IPUKA3BIBATh HE MPHIILIOCH, CTIAJIbHSI MTHOBEHHO OITyCTeNa.

— OXx yXk 3T JeBYOHKH! — cepauTo mpodopMoTaia umreparpuiia. — HaBepHsika yoexkasa K
KeHuxy. Yemy Tosbko B Onaropognoi mkone yumnu?! Ho Hudero, st ¢ Hell cepbe3HO MOTOBOPIO,
OOBSICHIO BCIO BAKHOCTh COOJTIONICHU ST STUKETA M TPOYUX TOHKOCTEH.

Kabnyku PemxuHbl pUTMUYHO CTydYasd Mo aHdwiagam U mepexoiaM IBopIa. 3a IMpoIe/-
IIIM€ TO/IbI [TOXO/IKA JKEHIIUHBI TPAKTUYECKU HEe M3MEHUIIACh, COXPAHUIIA JIETKOCTD U MTPYKUHUCTOCTb.
[TpuaBopHBIE Aambl efBa rMocrneBany 3a Hel. [IpuIioch B CpOUYHOM MOPSI/IKE BBI3BATH €Ile OJHY,
YTOOBI 3aMEHUTH OTCYTCTBYIOIIYIO Baiioner.

Anebdapapl CTPaKHUKOB CUHXPOHHO TOJHSUIMCH, OTKPBIBAsl MPOXOM, CTOMIO PemkuHe moka-
3aThCsl HA JIECCTHUYHOM Tutomaake. MiMneparpuiia-MaTh CTpEMHUTEIBHO MUHOBAJIA UX, Oy THUBILHCH B
JIMYHBIX TOKOSIX ChiHAa. OHA Ha/ess1ach 3aCTaTh €ro B KaOWHETe M pe3KO OCTAaHOBUJIACH, OOHAPYKHB
KOMHary ryctoii. Hemoxosxe, 4ro0bt BanbTep 31ech nosiBisuics. MoxeT, OH HafyMaJl IEpeKyCHTh HITH
BHITUTH Yaio? OcTaBuB (bpeilyiuH qasieko no3aau, Pemknna npudaBwia mar. OHa OfiHy 3a Jpyrou
OTKpbIBaJIa IBEpU, HO ¢ TeM *ke ycrexoM. CbIH cloBHO ucnapwiicsi. OctaBasiach JIMIIb CHAbHSA, U
BJIOBCTBYIOIIIAst UMIIEpaTpuUIla pe3KUM ABWKEHUEM Ha/IaBIJIa HA PYyUKY, YTOObI OKAMEHETh Ha MOpore.

— Mama?

MmmnepaTtop co cMechio HeOBOJIbCTBA U YAMBJIEHUSI OOCPHYJICS, OHOM PYKOW MOAAEpruBasi
crionzaoniye mraHel. OJHAKO B 3TOM He ObLIIO0 HAJIOOHOCTH, OOHAKEHHBIE SATOMMIIBI MYKYUHBI U
3ajpaHHble 100KH KEHIIMHbBI TO3BOJISUTA COCTABUTH MOITHYIO KAPTHUHY MPOUCXOISIIETO.

— Mapam?

Haxanka eme nmerna Haroctb oOpatuthes K Heit! Jlyuie Ovl Tpyapb cripsitaia, OeccTbikas, v
YYJIKY TOATSIHYJIA.

Tsokeno apima or 00ypeBaBIlero ee rHeBa, PeknHa oTBepHyiack. Bocnonp30BaBIIMCH 3TUM,
Baiiosner MoHUeN COCKOUYMIIa C IMITEPATOPCKOTO JIOKA, TOPOIUIMBO MPHUBOLsS ceOsl B MOPSIOK. [ pyap
HUKaK He jKeJlaja yTpaMOOBBIBAThCS B KOpceT. BnoO6aBok oHa ymyapuiiach MOTEpATH MOIBSI3KY BO
BpeMs JIIoO0BHOM urpbl. Criacn0o, MaHTAJIOHBI Ha MecTe. MiMrepatop TOpONMCs, MOITOMY JIMIIb
3ajpaJi oo IeBYIIKHU. Jlo caMoro IJIaBHOTO OHM He JOIIUIM: TTOMeIaia MMIIepaTpulia-MaTh.

— BoH otciofa! — TKHYB nasblieM B Ipyab pacTpernaHHON JAeBYIIKHY, pHKa3aia Pempkuna.

OHna Koe-Kak coBjajaia ¢ coOOOH, He 03By4YMIa BEPTEBINUXCS HA SI3BIKE CJIOB.

— Ho, magam. .. — pactrepsinHO mpodopmoTana Baiioner.

UYro oHa, coOcTtBeHHO, caenana’? [lonnaHable 00s3aHbI BHIIOMHATD BOJID MOHApXa, B 4eM Obl
Ta HU 3aKmodanack. U pa3ee Baiioner mepBast mpuaBOpHas qama, oObIBaBIas Ha Jioxke Bambrepa?
He crienas u romyxast ke ero MaTh, 9ToObI 00 9TOM He 3HaTh. HEKOTOPBIX MUJIOCTEN MOKHO TIOOUTHCS
TOJIBKO 4epe3 mnoctesb. B ciydae ¢ Baitoner Obut emme nHTepec. MiMneparop oyapoBal ee ¢ IepBoro
IHSI TIPY IBOPE, YEeThIpe Mecsla ONaprBajl pa3IMYHbIMY 3HAKaMU BHUMAHUSI, ¥ I0HAs MapKu3a Moj-
JaJ1ach €ro yXaKMBaHUSIM.

— JI7151 Bac s ee BeJIMUYECTBO BIOBCTBYIOIIAS MIIepaTpuIia. — PekuHa OyaTO yIIaToM JieqssHON
BOJIbI OKaTUJjIa. — Bbl HE 3aciy)krBaeTe MOero JOBEpUs U YK TOUHO HE OCTAaHETECh MOel (PperTMHOM.
CriH, — oOpaTuiIachk oHa K BasnbTepy, — BBICTaBU €€ BOH, HAM HEOOXOAUMO TTOTOBOPHTb.

[Nonocnesive nMpUABOPHBIE JaMbl HE 3aCTAJIM BCEX MHUKAHTHBIX JeTajield, HO BUEIU JI0CTa-
TOYHO, YTOOBI PACITyCTUTD CIUIETHH 10 ABOPIYY. BaiioneT mokuHyna MMIepaTopeKylo CHaabHIO MO UX
OCY’KAAIOIIMMU B3IJIsiIaMU. 3aBUIOBAIM, He MHaJe. XaHxku, Mopaauctku! Cama Baitosnetr Hu 0 uem
He *kajesna. D10 ObuIo... BommeoHo! ['yOsl mmMmieparopa, ero caaJKui mernor, jacku. OHa gake He
UCITyTajach ero ecTecTBa, XOTs pexk/e He Bujiesla OOHAKEHHBIX MYKYMH Jake Ha KapTUHKAX.

— Thl mocneHuii CThIA oTEpsiyla? — y3HaB O CIIy4YMBLIEMCs, HAaKMHYsIach Ha Bailonet mats. —
Bo aBoOpIIe TONBKO M Pa3roBOPOB, KaK Thl CKaKaja Ha MUMIlepaTope, IpocTH, HeOo, 3a rpydoe coBo!
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— W uro? - [leBynika no-npexHeMy He IOHUMaJIa, I0YeMy BCe TaK Mepenonomminch. — Hukto
He 3BaJI X NoacMaTrpuBaTh. OTYEro HUKTO HE YMTAET HOTAIUM ToM ke ummnepatpuie? Crenyer cTy-
YaThCsl, KOT/Ia BXOIUIIb B UYKYIO CHIAJIBHIO.

— Hdypal!

SMmOepiM B cepaiax OTBeCHIa I0Yepr 3BOHKYIO TOIIeurHy. Baiioner Hacynuiack 1 notepia
ropesliyio Koxy. boibpHo!

— Tsl XOTh MOHUMAETITL, YeM Bce 00epHeTcs? — HaceAana Mapku3a. — TBOU Opak Imoj yrpo30i.

— TonbKo MOTOMY, UTO 51 XOTeJa HAYYUThCsI JTIOOBH 10 CBa/1b0BI? — moAHsIa OpoBu Baitoner. —
VBepena, Maiin3 He Tynuiia 1 Bce noimeT. Bro6aBok MeHst o3Bajl UMIEpaTop. DTO Takas 4ecTh!

— ]I rTOpHUYHOM, a He 11 OnaroponHo Jienu. Komy HykHa ropyraHHasi HeBecta?

— 41 neBcTBeHHUIIA, — IEP3KO CBEPKHYB I71a3aMU, 3aMETHJIA IEBYIIIKA U eJKO fo0aBmia: — Morna
OBbI CTaTh KEHIIMHOM, HO CTapyxa MoMelaa.

Bropas meka nopo3oBesna OT OIUICYXH.

— Toi coBceM u3 yma BbDkMIa? ! — mpolnwvesia nodesnepmas IMOepiu. — 3a Takue CJIoBa Ka3HAT!

Hy na, matb mpaBa, co cTapyxoii oHa repeOopInuia, HO OCTaTbHOE MPaBAa.

— JIvms ObI TOJIBKO TepIIoT OT TeOst He OTKa3ascs! — pacxaxkuBas 1o OTBEICHHBIM el BO JBOPIIS
MOKOSIM, TIPUYMTAJIa MapKH3a.

BooGpaxeHnue pricoBano KapTUHBI OfHA Opyroi crpamiHee. [1030p, HACMENKW 3a CIHMHOM,
KOHeIl JpyxObl ¢ Pemxunoii. U Bce n3-3a miiymoi gouepH, onbsiHeHHO# cBoOonoi! He cromno Caii-
pocy 3a0upath ee, HO pa3Be Myka nepecrnopuib? Tenepb npuaeTcsi ymaciuBarh cemenctso bepu,
MIpUIJIAIIATh Bpaya Jisi OCBU/IETEIbCTBOBAaHM I BaflosieT. . . M KaK-To OIpaBAbIBAThCS TIEPE] CYITPYTOM.
Mapku3 OOBUHUT BO BCEM XKEHY M HUKOTJa He IIPOCTHUT, €CJTH CTOJb XKEJIAHHBIN Opak He COBEPIIIUTCS.

13



O. PomanoBckas. «Tpedyercs myx, wim OxoTa Ha TEMHOTO Marucrpa»

I'maBa 2

— Huyero He Ob1710, Kak Bbl HE IOHUMaeTe ? !

[llexu Baitoner mpitamu. OHa OUTBHIA Yac MBITANIACh TPOOUTH Opelllb B YIPSIMCTBE Tepriora
Bepuiia, HO aypak He *kenan Hu4ero ciymiath. [IpaBia, Teneps U IeByIlIKa COMHEBAIACh: HE COBEp-
W1 JIU OHA Iynocth? CenoBaio Nogok1aTh, MOAYMaTh, BCE TIATEJbHO B3BECUTh, HO BHUMAaHHE
€ro BeJIM4EeCTBa OMbsHIIIO, U BaiioneT no3adbuia 000 BceM Ha cBeTe. B utore Tenepsb crosiyia nocpeau
TOCTMHOM U HEPBHO C:KMMaia TIaTok. MoXHO, KOHEYHO, CECThb, HO JIJIS1 9TOr0 TpeOOBAIOCh CIIOKOM-
cTBUe, KoToporo y Baiioner He HaOmonanock. Eie Obl, Beb JKeHUX TOKaIOBaJI ¢ camoro ytpa. 1 He
MPOCTO C YKOPOM — OH COOUPAJICS PACTOPTHYTh TIOMOJIBKY !

— Ocrasbte, Baitosner! — nomopmics Mains. — Bel BHIVIAIUTE KaJIKO.

OH 3amep niepej1 Hell, BRICOKUH, ¢ (haMUTbHBIM KBaJIPaTHBIM MOIOOPOIKOM, TSIKEJIBIM B3IJISI-
JOM M3-TIO[l HACYIUJICHHBIX OpOBEeil, U He MOT MOHATh, KaK OKa3ajcs B CTOJNb raJKOW CHUTYallud, B
LIEHTpe OTBPATUTEILHOTO CKaHaasa. Poronocert o cBaapObi! M KTO conepHUK — COOCTBEHHBIH BEH-
LIEHOCHBIN Ky3eH! BopoTbcst ¢ HUM Oecriosnie3Ho, Maiin3 Obl ¥ He cTajl, IPOIJIOTUI 00Uy, €Ciu Obl
TpeOOoBaJIOCh MPUHECTH FOPIOCTh B JKEPTBY BO OJ1aro poarHbI, HO TYT UHOM cityvail. Baiioner Pemx —
BCEro JIUIIb XOpOIIeHbKas (ppeiliinHa umneparpuiibl-matepu, Banabtep Tak u ckazan. OH ObuI 10CTa-
TOYHO OTKPOBEHEH C IBOIOPOIHBIM OpaToM, KOT/Ia MPUIJIACKI BHITUTH HA HOYb HEMHOTO TieppH. M
TpeOOoBaJIOCh MOrOBOPUTD, XOTSI ObI 10 HACTOSIHUIO reprioruiu bepui-crapieit. TeTka ycrpousa mie-
MSIHHUKY 3HATHYIO TOJIOBOMOKKY, TOT TPYK/IbI ITOKAJIEI, YTO OCTAHOBUIJI B3IJISI/I HA IOHOU OJIOH/IMHKE.
Ho 310 HHuero He MeHsiio. BaiioneT ono3zopeHa, o Heil mienTajiach BCsl CTOIMIA, a Hal Maiizom
CMESITUCD.

— XKanko? — u3yMJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA IEBYILIKA U BCE € PyXHYJIa B KPeco.

Pyka ckomnb3Hyna mo 1iee, OTTSIrMBast Tyrue MmyThl OKepelibsi. XO0TelI0oCh CopBaTh ero, Ho Baii-
OJIeT CAep:Kalach.

— Xanko? — noBropuia oHa. — [To-moemy, xxajiocTi JOCTOMHBI Bbl, MUJIOpA. [ToBeputs cruiet-
HsM!

— Torna rne mmdgp umneparpuipl Pemxunb? — HaHeC yaap repior.

Baiiosner nepHynachk 1 60JI€3HEHHO Ckajia ryObl. MiMmeparpuiia-Marh IPUITIOIHO COpBaJia C Hee
mmdp u pacronrana. Bce — 6e3MonBHO, OyaTo ObIBINAs (DpEiIMHA He 3aCTyKUJIa JaXe MTOPUIIAHHUS.
Jla uto Tam, mocJie ClieHbl B ClialbHe MOHApXa UMITepaTpulia B3IJIsSHYJIA Ha Hee JIUIIb OTHAK/IbL, Tiepe/]
sk3ekynuen. [locne. .. [Tocne Baitoner nist Hee He cyrecTBoBaso. [ OCTaIBHBIX (DPEIIUH TOKE.
OHu crapaTesIbHO OOXOIWJIM JIEBYIIIKY, BCYECKU JEMOHCTPUPYs Tpe3peHue, a ecii He YIaBajioch
pazoiTuck, rpydo Toskamm iedoM. [Ipu apyrux odcrositensctBax Baiiosner Obl OTBETHIIA, HO CEli-
yac NMoOHUMAJIa: ee MPOBOLMPOoBaU. PpeiIHaM XOTeI0Ch TPOJOIKEHUS CKaH1ala, YTOObI ObIBIIAs
TOBapKa BBSI3AJIaCh B IPaKy ¥ OKOHYATEJIbHO Noryouia cebOst. JIBymunbie TBapu! MoXHO NOIyMarth,
OHH He MeuTayiu 00 umriepatope! Hekotopble ¢ HUM y:ke MOObIBAIM U HE TIO OTHOMY pazy, a KOpUuIn
n3 ce0s1 MOPAJIUCTOK.

Bripouem, Bo nBopiie Baiiosniet Haoro He 3a/epkanach: ee BekKIJIMBO, HO KATETrOPUYHO MOTMPO-
CHUJI OCBOOOIUTD MOKOM. [eByIlKa, OmyTaHHAasl UIeH(OM IypHOIl ClaBbl, BEpHYJIACh B OTUYUM JIOM.

— Bawm nHeuero orBetuth? — B3mis repiiora ookurain. — CTpaHHO JIsl HEBHHOBHOWM.

— 4 He oTpuLIal0 HAMEPEHUs1, HO OITPOBEPraio0 CBEpIIMBIIMiiCS (akT. — Baitosner Haiia B cede
CUJIBI TIOMHSATH TOJIOBY, OTBETUTH HA €r0 B3IJIs] HE MEeHee OCTPbIM, TBepIbIM. ’KU3Hb B IIKOJIE MPU-
yumia K 6ope0e, 1a U Je/] He pa3 MOBTOPsUT: OecXpeOeTHBIX PacTalThIBAIOT MEpPBbIMU. Be3ycioBHO,
OH MMeJl B BUJJy MaJIbYMKOB, HO 9TO HUYEro He MeHsUI0. — § neBcTBeHHULA. u BBl coMHeBaeTech
B MOHUX CJIOBax?
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— ComneBatock. — C TeM ke yCrieXoM KeHUX MOT J1aTh €M oIjIeyxy. — M He jkej1alo OTHbIHE UMETh
C BaMH HHMYero oorero. Baie pacnyTcTBO OueBHIHO: OPAJOYHAS JEBYIIKA XOTs Obl MOKpacHesa
TIPU CJIOBE «JICBCTBEHHUIIA».

— Tonbko u Bcero?

Baiioser 3anuiach B UCTEPHUECKOM CMEXe.

IMomunyiite, Hebeca, kakas ManocTh! Korma BIpyr 1oOpoaeTesiv cTaiu u3MepsaThest pPOOOCThIO
1 HeBEeKeCTBOM?

— JIns Bac — Bcero, — npuneyaran Maiiis, — a Jyist MeHs1 CJIMIIKOM MHoro. Ha koHy mMost yecTs,
yecTb Moel cembu. [ToBTOPsII0, MUIIETH, s C TPUCKOPOMEM BBIHY K/IEH pa3opBaTh MOMOJIBKY. BepHure,
MOKATyHCTa, KOJIBIIO.

Baitorner mmpoko pacnaxhysa riaza. OHa He MOIJIa TIOBEPHUTh, YTO BCE CBEPIIMIOCHh. BOT oH
CTOWT Tiepe/i Hell, TAKOW HEYMOJIMMBINA, U TpeOyeT KombIlo. [leByIKa 4yTh BbIKIaJIa, HO HUYETO He
M3MeHMI0ch. Maiin3 He moutyTudt. Lieruisisich 3a MoCyeAHIOn HUTOUYKY Ha/IeKIbl, OHA HATIOMHUJIA:

— Ilepenymats He ygacTcs, XOpOIIIEHBKO B3BEChTE Bce, reprior. Hai Opaxk. ..

— Huxkaxkoro 6paka He Oynet, — orpe3an Maii3 1 10 MUHUMYMa COKPATWJI pa3zeisiBIee X
paccrosiHue, CIIOBHO KeJlajl pa3Ma3aTh HEHABUCTHYIO HEBECTY T10 CIIMHKE Kpecia, He OCTaBUTh OT Hee
1 Mokporo mecta. — U s He nepegymato. Bel camu BuHoBaTh. Kosbiio!

Huxorna npex e on He kpryad, u Baitonet onemmina. IToBuHysich uy:xoil Bojie, CHslla C ajibLia
0001I0K 13 OeJIoro 3010Ta ¥ MPOTSAHYJA reprory. TOT yJOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHY/I M HEOPEXHO yOpas
KOJIBIIO B KapMaH.

— Jlonroy cyacTIMBOM JKU3HU, MUIeau !

W Bce, 6ompire Huuero. Jlopn Maiin3 D06oxau, repror beprn noBepHyacs K HEl CIMHON U
CKpbUICSA 32 JBepblo. OO0paunBaThCsi OH HE COOMpaJcs, BO3BpAILATLCS TOXe, XOTs Bailoner BraiiHe
Ha 9TO HAJIesIach.

B royoBe He yKJIaIbIBaJIOCh: KaK MOXKHO eio nmpeHeOpeub? Takoil KpacuBoOM, 3HATHOM, T0UEPhIO
yyieHa BepxoBHoro coBeta. Ho Maiin3 oTkazacs oT cBagpObl. 3-3a Hellenbix COMHEHUH B ICBCTBEH-
HocTH! Baiionier He MorJia TIOHSITh, YeM OHa CTOJIb leHHa. Hy He coOupanachk e oHa pokarh JeTei
OT Apyroro MyxurHbl! Baiioner Bepb Ui HUX 0OOMX CTapasiach, ¥ IeBYIIIKa 0ObsICHIIIA Obl BCE, €U
661 Mailsi3 mo3Bosui, e Obl BhICTyIIAN. [IBOp HA MHOTOE OTKPBUT i T71a3a, U30aBUI OT OCTATKOB
WJUTIO3WIA, OYATO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI yepkaTh MYKYHHY, TOCTATOYHO TorieyeB. MoxeT, y ObIBIIIEro
JKeHMXa 1 OblJIa BCETro OfIHA JIIDOOBHUIA, HO IPU HEYMEJION jKeHe OH Obl 3aBeJ BTOPYI0, Yero Baiioner
OBl He ToTepriesia. A Tak BCe JOBOJBHBI. YBBI, TOJILKO B JEBUYBUX MBICIISIX.

N ona obMaHbiBasia ce0s1 M MMIIEpaTop He ObUT CPEJICTBOM MpUBs3aTh K cede repriora
Bepuna? [IpokpyurBasi B ToJIoBe COOBITHS MOCIIEIHUX MecsleB, Bailoner yoexaaiack, 4To nomnasia
T0J1 €0 OYapOBaHUE, MOTEPSIB KOHTPOJIb HaJl COOCTBEHHBIMH JEHCTBUSMH.

Mpliciu BepTemch Kak Oeka B Kojece, CMEHsIsl OfiHa JIPYTylo, U IEBYIIIKA He ycIesa TOIKOM
ux oomgymatb. CTapblil MUp pyXHYJI, OHa ITOKa He IIOHMMaJia, Kak )XUTh B HOBOM, HO Baiioner Bepuia,
41O cyapOa Beeraa OyaeT OaroBoJIUTh K Hel.

— Huyero, — 9To0bI yCIIOKOUTH HEPBBI, IEBYIIKA PACIIPABUIIA TTapy 3aJI0OMOB Ha MBIITHOM 100Ke, —
Ha repriore bepuie cBeT KJMHOM He corriesncsi. OOuIHO, KOHEUHO, He TOPOAHUTHLCS C UMITEPATOPCKOM
ceMbeid, HO 1 K JiyuiieMy. COCTOSITh B CBUTE UMIIEPATPULIbI-MaTePH, BUIETD €€ KAk IbIi JEHb — TO e111e
cuactbe! [IpuHIIeccy-cBEKpOBb B IipuIauy st Obl TOUHO He iepeHecsa. OHa Karpyu3Ha v B3JIOPHA, XykKe
crapyxu. A ocen-myx? Eciiu Maiins yxe ceiluac Takou, Jypak JypakoM, TO MOCJe CTaHET COBCEM
HEeBBIHOCUM. V1 MHe MpUITUIOCh OBl KUTh C HUM JIO KOHIIA THEH, BBICIYIINBAS, KAKYI0 MUAJIOCTh OHU
MHE OKa3aJii, IPOCTUB UHTPUKKY C UMIIEPATOPOM.

[exu Baitonet 4yth 3apaenuch. TaMm, B UMIepaTOpPCKON criajibHe, OHA He UCIyTasach, XOTs B
ViapMapcKkoid 61aropoiHON MIKOJIe BBIIUPATA CTPAHUIIBI YICOHHKOB ¢ M300pakeHneM OOHAKEHHBIX
MYKYMH, 2 HACTABHMIIBI JIMIIIb BCKOJIb3b YIIOMUHAIM O HEKOEM MHCTPYMEHTE ISl JETOPOKACHHUS.
[TomuMTCS, MOHAPX yIUBUICS ee peakiuu. OH rOTOBUWJICS K CJie3aM, JOJITMM YTOBOpaM, a loHast (hpeit-
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JIMHA XOTeJIa MOMpPoOOBaTh, MOCMOTPETS, MOLYNaTh. [JJaBHEHHKO My He IOTa1ajioch CTOJIb HEMOCpe -
CTBEHHOE co3aaHue!

Baiiorner ka3zanoch Bce TakuM ectecTBeHHbIM. OHa MCKpeHHE He MOHMMala, oYeMy Apyrue
JKEHIIMHBI CTpaIarcsi OIM30CTH ¢ MyXYrHaMu. YTo-TO BHYTpH ee TpeOOoBasio, YTOOBI UMIIEpaTop
rpojiesia Bee OpicTpee, OyKBAIBHO TOJNKAJIO K HEMY.

Bocnomunanue npunuio u ymuio, Baiioner BepHynack B rpyOyio peanbHOCTh. be3 kombla, co
CTaTyCOM OpOIIICHHOW HEBECTHI.

— Koro e BriOpaTh? — HAMOPIIMB MEPEHOCHILY, JEBYIIKA TMOJHECA MaJel] K Ty0am — qypHas
MIPUBBIYKA, OT KOTOPOU €€ He CMOTJI N30aBUTh HU HSIHBKH, HU TYBEPHAHTKU. — Terneps s nonaratbes
Ha OTIa HE CTaHy.

B criicke nmoTeHIMaNbHBIX JKEHUXOB OCTATUCH MSITEPO, U, TOPa3MBICHB, BaiioneT octaHOBIIIA
BbIOOp Ha rpade Yopauke. IlycTh OH U cTap, IENBIX COPOK MATH JIET, 3aTO HE TIOBEPHUT TPSA3HBIM
MHCUHYAIUSIM, HE TIOIBEPKEH KaTerOPMYHOCTH MOJIOJJOCTH, BIOOABOK TOXE UJIEH COBETA.

— OH He ypon, — 3arn6asi naJblibl, IepeyrcIisiiia JOCTOMHCTBa rpada Baitoner, — He riym, Gorar.
Poaurenu ymepiu, HUKTO HEe CTAHET MEHs JOHUMaTh. A elrie y Hero 3aMOK, MepCreKTHBA CTaTh Mpe-
cefareseM coBeTa. S poxy eMy JOJITOXJAHHOTO HACIETHUKA U CBOEW KPACOTOM CKpaIly CTapoCTh.

O moOBM ¢ 00erX CTOPOH OHA HE MOMBIILISIA, JOBOJIIBHO yBaxkeHHs. Eciu kanpusHUYaTh,
KJaTh CBETJIOTO YyBCTBA, TO YMPEIIb CTAPOil JeBOi. XOPOIIMX KEHUXOB U HEBECT B KOJIBIOEH pa3-
OUparoT, HY’)KHO XBaTaTh M OCKATh.

Hacrpoenue Baitoner Hemnoro yiyurminock. OHa yBepriiach B CBoeM OyIyIleM BBICOKOM CTa-
Tyce 1 00yCTPOSHHOM XKU3HU U BeJiesia nojaars yao. OIHAKO HACIAIUTLCS UM He O3BOMIIIH. ToJbKO
JEBYIIIKA MOJHECA YaIIKy K Ty0aM, Kak JIBepbh pacrnaxHysiach ¥ B KOMHATY BOILIM poauTead. OHU
HUKOI/Ia He pacXaXuBaJlu Mapoii, u Baioner cpasy 3arono3puia HenaaHoe. Pa3 Tak, jydiie nocra-
BUTD YaIIIKy Ha CTOJI, YTOOBI He ommapuThes. Kak B Bony misiaena!l

— 3auem npuesxkan repuor? — CKpecTuB pyKd Ha TPy, MapKU3 OCTAaHOBWJI HEMUTAIOLIUI
B3IJISI/L HA IOUEpH.

OMOepi BEPHBIM OPYKEHOCIIEM 3aMepIia CIipaBa OT HEro, HEPBHO MOKYCHIBAs HUKHIOI TyOy.

— OH pazopBaJj MOMOJBKY, OTell.

Baiiosner He BUeNa CMBICIa CKPBIBATh, BCE PABHO CKOPO Y3HAIOT.

Caifpoc IIIyMHO BBITYCTHJI BO3[yX Yepe3 HO3JpH M 3aHsUI OJHO U3 CBOOOIHBIX Kpecen. JKeHa
rocliejoBaJia ero mpumepy, oomoooBaB AuBaHUMK. [TOTSHYBIIMCH, OHA 3a0pajia ¢ MOJHOCA YaIlKy
nouepu. BaiiorneT He Bo3paxkara, nepeBoisi HapsKeHHbBIH B3IV C OHOTO JIMIIA Ha JIpyroe. YTo-To
el He HpaBUJIOCh, OYeHb CHJIbHO He HPaBMIIOCh. HeoBONILCTBO poauTesielt 00BbSICHUMO, HO CITUIITKOM
yX MaTh HEpBHUYAET, a oTell OnesieH. M mocte orbe3na Maiiinsa oHu yernesnu nopyratbesi? Bavioner
HE COMHEBaJIach, MAPKU3 HAITYyTCTBOBAJI HECOCTOSIBIIETOCS 3SITsI TAPOM EMKHUX TOKETaHHA.

— Ilopa cobuparh ceMelHbIi COBET.

Pongureny nepernsiHyIuch, U IeBYyIIKa 3aep3aia B Kpecle.

— B y3KkoM Kpyry win?.. — yTOYHMJIA OHA U C YKaCOM TPEe/ICTaBUIa CTOIMOTBOPEHUE POTHH.

N3 Bcex poncTBeHHUKOB BaiiosieT Xopolo MOMHUIIA TOJIBKO JIe/1a 0 MAaTePUHCKOM JIMHUU, U TO
MOTOMY, UTO ObIBaJIa y HEro B akafieMuu. CBeTCKast KHU3Hb IJIOXO COUETANACh C MATEPUHCKUMHU 00sI-
3aHHOCTSIMH, HSHBKU HE BCErJa Ha/IeKHbI, 1 DMOEpIIH UHOI/IA OTBO3MJIA JOUYb CBOEMY OTILY, YTOObI
3a0parh Ha OOPATHOM IYTH C OYEPEeHON OXOTHI WM NMKHUKA. C TeX Mop MHUHYJIO MHOTO JieT, Baii-
OJIET C IEJOM He BUJEJHUCH. .. [la ThBMy BpeMeHH, C MOMEHTa TIOCTYIUICHHSI B IIKOJTY.

— Tebe cnoBa He AaBanu, — 3710 OTO3BAJICS MAapKW3, MOIKPENUB CBOM CJIOBA YHUUMKUTEb-
HBIM B3IJIsIIOM. BaiioneT 3aTmxJia, BKaBIIUCh B CIMHKY Kpeciia. TONbKO 3eeHble I1a3a BIaKHO CBep-
Kai. — Bce, 4To Mora, THl yKe COBEpIINJIA.

Bo3myx B rocTUHOH CrycTHICS, Tereph AEBYIIKY IYIIAIO HE TOJIbKO OXepesibe, HO U TUIAThe.
[IpaBo, 3ayeM oHa BbIOpasia MOAHOE, ¢ odneraionmM Jrgom? XoTena MPOU3BECTH BIeUYaTICHHUE,
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3ariaauTh Heopasymenue. He Bbiuio. Maiin3 octaics IIyX | CJIell K KeHCKUM 4apaM, He U3MEeHUJT
Aypatkoro perreHusi. M teneps oTel| rHeBascsl.

— Hy, Dm6epnu? — Mapku3 niepeBet B3[JIsi Ha CYNpPyTy, U Ta CyIOPOXHO B3/I0XHYJA, OITyCTUB
roJioBy. — YeM Thl 3aHMMaJIach MPH ABOPE, MOKA Hallla 04Yb MeJia MOI0JIOM CraibHU?

— Oreti, s BoBce!.. — BO3MyTWIach BaiiosieT u mpuKycuia si3blK OT Pe3KOro OKPHKA.

— Momnuars! — Cailpoc CTyKHYJ MO CTOJIMKY KyJakoM. OmycTeBIIMN MOAHOC MOANPHITHY U
CO 3BOHOM TMosieTenT Ha nos. — Hu cioBa 6onbinie! B TBoux ke mHTepecax. Packpoemns poT, koraa
paspenty.

JleByIIka HaCynuiIach U OTBepHyack. [Ipexe ¢ Hell Tak He 0Opalavch.

— Wrtak, — MapKku3 XpycTHYJ najibiiamu, — Baitosner ocnaBuia cebs rpu qBope, repuor bepun
pa3opBaJl IOMOJIBKY, MMIIEpaTpULIa-MaTh He kenaet ee BuieThb. [110x0? — OH czenan KOpoTKylo raysy
1 HaHec yaap: — [lo3apasiisiio, B I€HCTBUTETILHOCTH BCE €IIe XYKe.

— Xyke? — ynaBIIIM rojIOCOM OTO3BasIachk DMOepIu.

KpoBb omiinna ot ee uiia, Aaxe ropsiauii yail He CMOT BEpHYTh Ha HErO pyMsIHEll.

— MimenHo, — MpayHO NoaTBepArI Mapku3. OH CMOTpeJ MOBEPX T'OJIOBBI CYNPYTH, CKAMAsS U
pazkumMas naiblpl. — OT Haiel jgodepu Bce oTKasaiuch. Bee, monumaenib? CeromHs s Moay4ui
npurnamenue. Ha nBoux, 6e3 Baiiosner. YBepeH, ocTaibHble IOCTYIIAT TaK ke, OTKAKYT ei OT JoMa.

— Ho Bce xke?.. — ¢ 3aTaeHHOM HaJeKJIOW CHpOCHIa MapKHU3a M OTCTaBWJIA YaIlIKy, OMacasch
Pa3ouTh.

Ona noHMMasia, 0 KakoM MpPUIIAIICHUH 1A peyb — Ha UMIepaTopcKuil Mackapan. Ha Hem
MIPUCYTCTBOBAJIM BCE JABOpsiHE Jleruu, BHE 3aBUCHMOCTU OT TUTYJIOB M COCTOsIHUSA. Baiiorner counu
HUKE JIEPEBEHCKOro CKBampa.

— Her, Dmbepinu, Bce UMEHHO Tak, — YIPSMO KauHYJI TOJIOBOW MapKu3. — BeposaTHO, TeOst 3auH-
TepecyeT MOsl YTPeHHsIs1 KOPPECHIOHICHITH S, — JKeTYHO T00aBMII OH, oOparnasich K Baitoner.

JleBy1Ika HeyBepeHHO KuBHYa. OHa cOMHeBasach, OyATO TaM YTO-TO XOpOIIIee, HO OTel BCe
PaBHO CKaxXeT.

— Tak BOT, s MOTy4nsT BOCEMb ITUCEM OT CaMbIX POAOBUTHIX cemeWcTB Jlermn. OHM HacToOs-
TEJIbHO MPOCKJIM BBIYEPKHYTh MX U3 OpauyHOro CIUCKA.

— U rpa¢ Yopsuk? — ['onoc BaiioneT npoTuB BoiM APOrHYIIL.

— OH 6b11 B unche nepBbix. HUKTO, MOHUMAeIh, HUKTO HE JKeJlaeT BUETh TeOs1 CBOel HEeBECTOM.
Her, — ycmexnysncs Caiipoc, OTKMHYBIIMCh HA CIIMHKY Kpecia, — Thl, KOHEUHO, MOXEIb MOIMbITATh
CYaCThsl B MPOBUHIIMATIBHON yIy. CaMo coO0M, HUKAKOTO TUTYJA 7Sl TeOsl U TBOUX JIETeH, BCEro
JIMIIb OYepeTHOM M030p Ha Haiy rojoBy. Ho s 3Toro He gomyiiy, o3ToMy, Mujasi 1odeHbKa, Teoe
MPUJETCS OTHPABUTHCS B MOHACTBIPb. CHiacellb OCTaTKM 4ecTH popa Pemxk.

Momacteips? Ee — B MoHacThiph? Baiionet He Bepuia cOOCTBEHHBIM yiiaM. BrauuTh xkankoe
CYILIECTBOBAHHME MHOTO XYK€, YeM B IIIKOJIE CTaTh TEHbIO YesioBeka. OHa CIMIIIKOM MOJIOAIA, CITUIIIKOM
MHOT'OT'O XOTeJIa, YTOObI MOJUTBCS U JECATHIIETUSIMU KJIaTh CMEPTh 3alIepTOM B KPOXOTHOM KeJIbe.

— Mawma? — I'yos1 Baitoner gpoxanu. OHa rotoBa Obuia pacruiakarsesi. — OTell Beb MOy THII,
npasja’?

SOMOepiu He yIBIOHY/Iach, He pa3Besiia ee CTpaxu.

— TBoit oteny 1 He ayman IyTuTh. ClIeJOBAJIO CriepBa MOPA3MBICIUTh O TOCIESICTBHIX, —
XJIECTKO 3amMeTHiIa oHa. — Vm Thl mosarana, OyATo Moclie MAlTHed ¢ UMIepaTopoM K Tede BBICTPO-
UTCS Ouepelib U3 KEHUXOB?

HeBynika nonypuiach. MiMmeHHo Tak oHa u gymaia. HavBnas!

— OtHbiHE TH OpakoBaHHast HeBecTa. TOMBKO TIIyXOM BO BCEX MOIPOOHOCTSIX HE CIIBIIIAN, KaK
THI Pa3JJBUHYJIA HOTH Tiepe]] umrnepaTopoM. — CJI0BO CHOBa B3s1J1 MapKu3. — Bce B Kypce 11BeTa TBOero
HWKHETo Oefibsl, KpyXkeBa moass3ok. Kpome pasee uto rpaga Ckaypa.

Caiipoc ocekcst 1 Kperiko 3aiymalics. Baiioner He Toponuia ero. B Bo3yxe 3anmaxjio Haiex 101
HE IMPOBECTH OCTATOK THEW C OPUTON TrOJIOBOM.
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— Unbep? — oqHUMU ry0aMu yTOUHIIA DMOEpIIH.

— OH ToXe My’KUnHa, O0raT ¥ 3HaTeH, — IOKaJl IUIeYaMu ee CyTpyr. — Bo6aBok eJMHCTBEHHBIN
ABOPSIHUH HAIIETO Kpyra, KOTOpOMY IuieBaTh Ha yecTh Baitosnet. JInbo oH, 1160 MOHACTBIPS.

— OH, oH! — MOPBIBUCTO BHIKPUKHYJIA IEBYIIKA, JaKe C MECTa BCKOUMIa. — $1 cornacHa BHIATH
3a Jopna Haypa JlapUpena!

Xotb 3a camoro KocTsiHOro Koposisi, Toiabko Obl He OTHpaBUThCS B ropbl! OTTyna oOpaTHOi
JOpOTH HET, MOHACTHIPh HE BO3BpaIIaeT nocaymHul. OHU TepsIoT Bee: UMsl, OJek Iy, BOIOCH. MM
HE TOJIOKEHO JIIOOUTh U HEHaBUJIETh, YeM-TO MHTEPECOBAThCS, MEUTATh, JO3BOJIEHO JIUIIb MOJIUTHCS
1 padoTarh.

— Tol yBepeHa? — Mapku3a B COMHEHHMH IOCMOTpea Ha J104b. — OH TEMHBIN Mar U 10 CIIyXaM. . .

— 0060 MHEe TOKe XOIUT CIMIIIKOM MHOTO CIIyXOB, — OTMaxHyJach roBecesieBlnas Baitoner. —
Haxe ecr oH Oyka, 51 ero cMory odasaTh. He mpoiiier u Mecsia, Kak moayqy KOJbLIO.

— Torma Moxelb HaYMHATH, — yeMexHyJcs: Caiipoc 1 OpOCHIT B3IV HA KApMaHHBIE Yachl. —
Ecnu He ommbaioch, cCKopo rpad moxaayeT K TBoeMy Jiefy. IMOepIi, OH BeJjb HABE/IbIBACTCS B aKa-
JIeMUIO B OKTSI0pe?

Mapku3za HEeHaIoJro 33yMajlach U KMBHYJA!

— IlaTHaanaroro okTsOps, KaXIblid O] HA TPOTSKEHUH BOT yxke ABeHauaTu jeT. Ceromats K
Tpem noxaiyeT. Mibepa BOTHYIOT CTyAEHTBI C TEMHBIM JapPOM.

— W 9ro oH ¢ HUMH zienaeT? — nomoodonsITCTBOBAIa Baiioner.

[pesx e Marus He BXOAWIIA B KPYT €e MHTEPEeCOB, HO Korja OyyIvii My — Ha4aTbHUK TaiiHOM
CTpaXXyl UMITEPUH, TIOHEBOJIE TIPUJIETCS] B HEll pa3OuparhbCesl.

— 3abupaer k cede. [Ipoctn, Mmumas, Tede aydie CopocuTh y aena. s1 6e3yMHO qajieka ot Jiel
aKaJeMuu, — pa3Besia pyKamu IMOepIIu.

OHa HEMHOTO YCIOKOWJIach, IO3BOHMIA B KOJIOKOJIBUMK U BeJiesia CIykKaHKe 3a0parh YalllKy.
Hy u nonoOparts nogHoc 3a01Ho. BraiiHe Mapku3a Hajesiach, Cynpyr nepeayMaer, MocyauT Oonee
COJIMTHOE TIPUIAHOE UJIA HEUTO B 9TOM pojie, ¥ OeHsKKe BaitoneTr He npuaeTcst BBIXOAUThH 3 CTPalll-
HOTO TEMHOT'O Mara. JTOT CTOJIBKO JIeT Oe3 jKeHBI TPOKIIT U AaJIbIlie 000HaeTcs.

18



O. PomanoBckas. «Tpedyercs myx, wim OxoTa Ha TEMHOTO Marucrpa»

I'nmaBa 3

Baiioset peruTenpHO He 3HauIa, 4TO el Aenatk. HesHakomoe 715 Hee uyBcTBO. [Ipex e ee Bena
T0 )KU3HU HEBUIMMasl ITyTeBOJHAsA HUTh. ['0JI0C JIM B rOJIOBE, MHTYMLIMSA JIU, BBICIINE CUJIBL, HO YTO-
TO BCEr/la JUKTOBAJIO €l €JMHCTBEHHO BepHoe peleHue. Kak oka3anock, 3Ta cuiia MOXKET IOJBECTH.

TpsXHYB roj0BOH, JeBylIKa orisienacb. OHa He MO3BOJUT TAKOM MaJIOCTH, KaK BOJHEHHUE,
nepeyepKkHyTh Bee cTapaHus. B MmoHacTeipb BaiioneT He otnipaBurcs. Touka.

— I'ne xe ero uckarp?

3a1yMuMBO MoyecaB KOHUMK HOca, Baiioner noaHsAa mia3a Ha JIeNHOW MeAaaboH Haj IJaB-
HBIM BXOJIOM B aKaJIEMHIO. DKHUIMAK J0BE3 JEBYLIKY /10 BOPOT, JaJIbIIE MPEACTOSIIO UITH MEIIKOM —
HECJIBIXaHHO 1151 1aMbl ee nosiokeHusi! «[lonoxenus y TeOst Kak pa3-Taky HET», — HAIOMHMIA cede
Baiioner, mpucraibHO BriisiapiBasch B Oapensed. Ha Hem anneropudecku n3odpasumm nodeny Ceera,
BcecuiibHOrO MHxoca, Haxx Temoit Ma'Ml — nepBbIMM M €JMHCTBEHHO BEYHBIMM CYIlIeCTBaMM BO Bcee-
neHHo#. OcTasbHble OOTH TaK, IPUIILIBIE, a Te, BEUHbIe aHTATOHUCTHL, X €CTh MUP. YacTh MaroB uep-
naJm CUITy U3 Jpixanus MHxoca, B Jpyrux npoOyxaaiack Kposb Ma’ll. ®uoneroBast kpoBb. Baitoner
noesxuaack. CTpariHo, Ho OHa He Bpad, pa3 Tak, 0e3 pa3HUIIbl, YTO TeUYET B KUJIAX OymayIIero Myxa.
I'naBHOe, ero 3anonyuynTh. MBICIb BEpPHYJIA IEBYLLIKY K PEaIbHOCTA. MeIbKOM IJISIHYB Ha U3SIIHbIE
JaMCKHe 4achl, CIpsTaHHbIE B MOTAHHOM KapMaHe IuiaThsi, Baiioner pemmTensHo nocryyana. Oyve-
penHble qypatikue npaBuia! Mormy Obl He 3aCTaBJISATh BBICOKOPOIHBIX IEPEMUHATHCS C HOTH Ha HOTY
3a 3200pOM.

— [To3nHOBaTO A1 MOCTYIUIEHUsI! — JIEHMBO OTO3BAJICS IPUBPATHUK I10 TY CTOPOHY.

— ocrynnenus? — Ot uysxoii HarocTH y Baitorner nepexsaruiio npixanue. — Trl pa3Be repooB
He Buzen? K pekTopy noxxajopaia BHy4YKa, U €CJIU THI. ..

JloroBOopuTh OHa HE Yycliesa: MO3eJIeHEBIIUil OT cTpaxa INMpPUBPATHUK HACTEXKb pacHaxHy.l
BOPOTa, CKOPOrOBOPKOI GopMoyYa omnpaBaaHus. Mo, He Ipu3Hal, MUWIEIU TaK PeJKO MpUe3kKaeT.
Ero moxxHo ObUIO OHATH: B NociieqHUi pa3 Baitoner Penx nepecrynana nopor Maruyeckoil akaje-
mun CBeta peOeHKOM.

Vnanue ogHy mpodnemMy, IeByIIKa HaJesuIach CTOMb ke ObICTPO pasnesnaTbesi co Bropoid. OHa
BBISICHIIIA, rpad yxke mpuobUl. Pa3 Tak, To HaBepHsiKa OH y Jefa. Baiioner He coMHeBasIach, YeJIOBEK
TAaKOIo paHra He ctaHeT OeraTh 1o akagemun. K nemy Bce npuayt camu. Kak e oHa ormmobanacs!

— C yac Kak ynum, — pa3Bejia pykaMy CeKpeTaphb, MOIMYTHO MPEAJIOKUB BHICOKOW TOCThE Yalo.

OT ee npUTOPHOM Y/IBIOKH BESUIO MEpeCcIallieHHbIM MapMenaioM. Baitoner yyBcTBOBasa, YTO
3TO JpyXeodue JUIIb MacKa, 3a KOTOPOH JKEHILMHA MpsTajia UICTUHHOE oTHolIeHue. U To, HacTos-
11ee, ’KyTKO He HPaBWJIOCh JEBYIIIKE.

— Kyna?

OT yas oHa OTKa3ajiach, CEPIUTO MOCTYKUBAS MAJIbLIAMH I10 CTOIY.

Kak mpauno B npuemHoii! Kakue BbIcOKMe NOTOJIKU, MacCUBHast MeOeJib! A elie Upe3BblYaitHO
MHoro Oymar. YacTe XpaHWJIach B My3aThIX HIKadax, JyacTb, HOAIIMTAS B MAIKH, JIeKasla Ha CTOJIe.
Cekperapb Kak pa3 packJaJplBaia UX IO CTOIKaM, Korjaa, He 06e3 4yoi momouiu, Baiioner Bce ke
noOpasiack 10 IPUEMHOM efia.

—Ha cmotp, — noxasna rieyamu keHimHa. — Vibep npeanoynraet JIM4HO OTOMPaTh CTY/IEHTOB,
MIO3TOMY.. ..

— Hanbie cama Haiiy! — pe3ue, 4eM ciieoBajio, obopBaiia ee Baitosner.

ITnoxo — HepBbl. Hy:xHO B3sTh ce0s B pyku. [logymaens, Kakas-To ciykamiasi ¢ yCMEIIKOM
NIOCMaTpUBAET Ha Hee, KOrja, Kak OHa rnojaraet, Bailoner He 3amevaeT. U y’k TOYHO HE CTOUT TyIlle-
BaTbCS M3-3a CTPAHHOM aTMOC(Qepsl B CTEHAX aKaJeMHUU. DTO BCETO JIMILb CTapas LIKoia, He Oosiee.

Maruyeckas akagemust CBeta 3aHMMaJia OOIIMPHBIA YYaCTOK 3eMJIM B CEBEPHOI YacTH CTO-
muusl. Hekorzia oH Haxoumuics 3a ee npejiesiaMy, HO 3aTeM IOpojl pa3poccsl, MOIIOTUB OOUTENb BOJI-
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meOHuKoB. [locTpoeHHast M3 KPAaCHOrO KUPIHUYa, aKaJeMusl Pa3UTEbHO OTJIMYAIACh OT OKPYXKalo-
IIUX AOMOB. Yero TOJIbKO CTOMIIN 3aTEIIMBBIE JINThIE BOAOCTOKH C OCKAJIMBIIMMUCS MOPAAMY UJTU T€
e Gapestbebl HaJl BXOIaMH B yueOHbIe U a]MUHUCTpaTuBHbIE Kopiryca? B nerctBe Baiiosner oboxana
Pa3mIsAAbIBaTh UX, MOAMEYATh JETAIN, KONAThCs B CTAPUHHOW, TOMHMBIIEH CTAaHOBJICHUE UMITEPUH
O6uOIMOTEeKe, HO C TeX TMOP MHTEPECH €€ 3HAYUTEHHO TTOMEHSLJTHC.

— He nonmmaio myxunn! — [IpuaepxuBast 100Ku, 4YTOOBI HE MCIIAYKAThCS, JEBYIIKA IIaraja K
dexToBasibHOMY 3auty. Eil moBesio, 1o6pasi ayia B BUIE OAHOTO M3 MpenogaBaresel ykasana, rie
uckarb HeynoBumoro [laypa Jlap'Mpena. — [Touemy Helb3s1 HOPYy4YHTh OTOOpP cekperapio? B muynbIx
Jenax ecTh HEOOXOAMMBIE IIOMETKH, TOJIBKO CJIMYaid ¥ BbIOMpaii JTydriero. i oH o apyroii npuivHe
Clo[la MPUE3KAET: BBICMAaTPUBAET, BHIHIOXMBAET.

Nwms HavanpHuka TaliHOW CTpakd MMIIEPUM OCTABJISUIO HA SI3bIKE METAITMYECKUN MPHUBKYC.
Nnbepa 6osuchk gaxe Te, KTO He UM K Mariy HU MaJIeHIIIero OTHoIIeH!s. Baiionet npencrosiio
cTaTth ero keHoil. B kakom-To pone noderHo. [Ipu Bcelt pogoButocTu repuora bepuia, on He Mor
MIOXBACTAThCS CTOJIb OTPOMHBIM, 3aMEILIEHHBIM Ha CTPaxe YBaXKEHUEM, KaK WIbEP. YHUKAJIbHbBIA MYXK
Y CYTIPYTY BBIIETIUT U3 TOMIIBI — JOCTOWHAS KOMIIEHCAIIHS 32 YHUKCHUSI.

XOJOHBIA BO3/1yX YAApHJI B JIMIIO, BHIOMB U3 TOJIOBHI JIMIIHUE MbICIU. COCPEJOTOUMBIINCH HA
OT/IEJIBHO CTOSIIIEM CTPOEHUH MOJ] JBYCKaTHOM Kpbllel, BaiioneT rioTHee 3anaxHysna OTOPOUYEHHYIO
MEXOM HaKHUJIKy Y MpHOaBUIIa Iary — B HEKOTOPBIX CITyYasiX JIeJ MOXHO YTPATUTh CTETIEHHOCTb.

J1o 3aBETHOrO KpbLiblia MO 3aIUTHBIM KO3bIPHKOM OCTaBaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTI'O, KOT/1a IBEPb
pacnaxHyJach, IBUB TOTO, PaJiy KOTo AeByIlKa rpuexaia B akagemuio. [layp Jlap'UpeHn, rpag Ckayp,
marucTp TaifHo# cTpaxu 1 mpouee, U rpodee, peacTan nepes Baiioner He B oOpase MepTBela WK
M3MOXIEHHOTO CTaplia, Yero OHa B ITyOrHe Aymu onacaiack. OHU Aaxe OKa3aIiCh YyTOUKY TTOXOKH
— npupopna Harpaawia [laypa 3eneHsiMu razamu. Ha atom cxoncTBo 3akaHumBasiocs. Ero rasza — He
BECEHHSI51 3€JIEHb,  CThIHb JPAarolieHHOTO KaMH:l, CJIMILIKOM SIpKasi, CJIMIIKOM WeasibHas Jisl ’KUBOTO
YeJioBeKa. BHTSHyTOE OCTpoe JIUIIO ¢ JeTTHbIMU cKynamu. Hoc ¢ ropOMHKO¥, BbIIaBaBIINIA BPOXKAEH-
HOe ynpsiMCTBO. 7KecTKast IMHUS y3KOTO PTa, BHICOKHUI JI00, YACTUYHO CKPHITBHIM KOCOH pacTpernaH-
HOU 4yenkoi. Bosockl mibepa B 3aBUCMMOCTH OT MaJaBLIErO Ha HUX CBETAa OTJIMBAJIU TO JIbAOM, TO
ornem. [Ipexne Baiioner He mopo3peBasia, 4TO BCTpevaloTcs CTonb krydue OpoHeTsl. Koxa aypa
MMeJIa CTpaHHbIA OTTEHOK. Bpoze Obl O71e/1Has1, HO ¢ POOMBABIIMMCS M3HYTPU TETUIOM. A €I1ie TyCThie
pEecHHMIIBI, CBOM cOOCTBEHHBIE BaiioneT cpasy Mmoka3aanch KOPOTKUMH U SKUIKAMHU.

Bricokuit, Ho He Tomuid. Opnet. .. Tyt Baitoner nocrurio pazouapoBanue. Hukakoro y3opHoro
AT, 30JIOTHIX HUTEH, XOTs Obl coOoseil. Mbep yKyTaiicsi B TeMHO-Cepoe ofiesiHHe, OyITO HaesyICs
CTaTh HEBUIMMKOM. 113 MOHOTOHHOI raMMbl BRIOMBAJIACH JIMIIIL OJIETHO-PhIKAS OMYIIKA KAITOIIOHA.

Jlayp maran mo AOpoXKe M B MOI-000poTa OecelloBal C PeKTOPOM, MOITOMY HE 3aMETHIT
AEBYIIKY. 3aTo AeA Cpa3y MpU3HaJl BHYUKY. [71a3a ero yaMBIEHHO pacIMpUINCh, U OH OCMEUIICS
npepBaTh CIyTHUKA, OOpaTUBIIMCE K Baiioner:

— Kakumu cynpOamu, Munas? Bugmins v, s HOMHOTO 3aHST. .. — 3aMSsIBIIKCh, PEKTOP KUBHYJ
Ha uibepa. — IMOepu o Tebe He MpeayIpek/iana, HHaue Obl s TpuKa3ai Te0st BCTpeTuTh. OO00KIH,
MOKaTyHCTa, B IPUEMHOM, s TOYTH OCBOOOIMJICS.

«[lourwm»... To ects mpomeiu Baiioner erie HEMHOTO, 00SI3aTENILHO OTO3/1aJ1a Obl.

Ona paccuuTbiBaia XoTsl Obl Ha JIOOOMBITHBIA B3IJIs, BEXKJIMBBIA MHTEpeC, HO Jlayp cMOT-
pen ckBo3b Hee. CKJIagpIBasIoch BrieUaTIeHue, OyATO JIsl HEero JAEBYIIKH He CYIeCTBOBANIO. 3aeTast
nolo0HBIM OOpaiieHueM, Baiioner cpa3y packpblia KapThi:

— borocs, s mpuexana He K BaMm, IeAyika. MHe HyKeH WIbep.

I'y6st [laypa ena 3aMeTHO epHYHCh. M 6ombiie Hudero. OHM 3HAKOMBI OT CHITBI TTApy MHUHYT,
a rpad yxe aBaxpl peHeoper ew. [Ipesxae Myxxuunbl Baiioner He OTKa3bIBaIM, U OHA PUHYJIACH B
aTaky, MofICTerHyTasi oouou. JleByrika KOKeTIMBO B3MaxHyJa PECHUIIAMH M OJjapuJjia Wibepa Tia-
TEJIbHO OTPENETUPOBAHHBIM BITIOOJIEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— ¥V munienu kocornaszue? — OkasbiBaeTcs, 4ypOaH yMen pa3roBapuBaTh!
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BapurtoHn rpada oOBomakmBa1, 9YToObI B KOHIIE (hpa3bl HAHECTH pacciIaOUBIICICs KepTBe yaap
B cepaue. Bor u B rpyap Baitoner BoH3MIach AiokuHa JbAMHOK. OHA MOMSTUNIACH, HA MTHOBEHHUE
3aMaHUKOBAB, OIYTHB CeOs1 3arHAHHOM KEePTBOW MaTeporo XMIHUKa. A Beab ceiuac ayp cobmo-
JaeT CBETCKUE MPUIMUKS, KAaKOB ke OH 0e3 3Toit Macku? «IleBars! — MBICIIEHHO BCTpsIXHYJA ceOst
aeBymika. — Tel Oyaelb BUIETh €r0 OT CUJIbI Pa3 B [€Hb, a B CMAJIbHE €Ile PEekKe».

— 4 cronpko crpimana o Bac, wibep! — OHa Havyana OpauHylo urpy. — Tak MeuTana Mo3HaKo-
MUThCS !

— Meuranu? — ckentuuecku ¢pipkHyI Jayp. — B Bac HET HU Karu TEMHOM KpOBU, HUYEM HE
MOT'Y TTOMOYb.

— O uem BHI? — onermiia Baiioner.

OH pearupoBaJl He TaK, Kak OHa paccuuThiBasia. He nHTEpecoBasics ee proM, rydoid, KOTOpYIo
AeBYIIKa OyATO CITy4yaiiHO, B BOJTHEHUM TIOKYChIBAJIA, HE CJIeVJI 32 TTaJIblIaMU, TEPEOUBIIIMMU 3aBSI3KH
HaKWJKM Ha Tpyau. Jla 4to Tam, Wibep He COM3BOJIMII IOCMOTpeTh el B I1a3a! Ckonbko BaitoneTr Hu
MIBITAJIACh, HE MOIJIA TIEPeXBaTUTh €ro B3IJIS.

— 06 ob6yyenuu. Ho B moOoM ciydae paj Halemy 3HaKOMCTBY.

Uro, u 310 Bee? OH morporniaeTcs u yiner? BaiioneT He Moria 3Toro JOMyCTUTh U mproeria
K 3alpelieHHOMY TpHeMY: IIarHyB, KAPTUHHO B3MaxHYyJa PyKaMU W PyXHyJIa MOJ HOTY BBICOKOMY
roctio akagemuu. Ceiiuac BCTPEBOKEHHBI MJIbEP OIMYCTHTCS Tepel Hell Ha KOJeHU, BO3bMET Ha
pyku... Ho [layp He caBuHyscs ¢ MecTa, TOJIBKO YKOPU3HEHHO IOKayaJl FOJIOBOI:

— HemeBslii Tpiok! XoTs1 Obl cepaAlieOMeHne 3aMe TN 71 IPaBIONOJ0OHOCTH.

OmapamenHas Baiionetr npunogHsiack ¥ B yIop ycTaBuiIach Ha wibepa. Hu TeHn 6ecriokoi-
CTBa, OHA JJIs1 HETO YacTh Mei3axa. 3aTo PeKTop UCIyrajcs, yKe XOTell MOocaaTh 3a JeKapeM, Koraa
BHYYKa CTOJIb OBICTPO OKHUJIA.

— OOMOpPOKM TPOUCXOIAT M3-3a HENOCTaTKa KpOBOCHaOXKeHUs. — Jlayp CIOBHO JIEKIHIO
yntal. — B 6ecco3HaTeIbHOM COCTOSTHUM MYJIbC 3aMEJISIeTCs, paBHO Kak jpixanue. Koxa mpuoOpe-
TaeT roayOOBaThIii OTTEHOK, 3aMETHO OJie[JHeeT. YBEepeH, B CIEAYIONIMA pa3 Bbl yuTeTe OIIMOKU U
caesaeTe BCe MPaBIJIbHO.

Baiioset ¢ mrymom BTSIHY/Ia BO3/yX M OflapuJia Wiibepa YOUICTBEHHBIM B3IIsIoM. TOT ocTascs
HEBO3MYTHM, JIMIIb €Ba 3aMETHO MPHUITOAHSIT YTOJIOK PTa: MOJI, YTO AAJIbIIle, I0HAs Jieu?

OpnHako caBaThbCsi JeBYIIKA He IIaHUPOBAJA.

— Bairie HeBepre 0cKOpOUTEIHHO, — MPOIEANIa OHA U C TIOMOIIIBIO /ie/1a IOIHsIach Ha Horu. Ha
XOPOIIIEHHKOM JIMYHMKE TPOMENIbKHYJIA JOCaa: U3-3a YePCTBOTO MIbepa HAKU/IKa UCIIaYKalach, a Ha
TI0J1071e TUIAThSI PACHION3IIOCh OTBPATHUTENbHOE Oypoe MATHO. — MHe IeHCTBUTEBHO CTAI0 HEXOPOIIIO.

— He cmeto pa3yOesxaats. Beero mooporo.

Kak, u s10 Bce?! Kak oH MOr noBepHyThCsl K HEWl CTUHOM, ITPOWTH MUMO, €/IBa HE TOJIKHYB?
Kpaiine HeBexmBO co ctopoHsl [laypa, gaxe rpyoo, BaiioneT eiBa ycresna mOCTOPOHUTHCS.

— MepiuH, 3T0 Bce, WM BBl IPUIIPSTAIIN APy TOAHBIX CTYAEHTOB? — He 000paunBasich, OPOCHIT
yepes IJIevo Wibep.

Baitoner mokopo6usio. M ot ronoca, BRICOKOMEPHOTO, C HAJE€TOM CKYKH, U OT BBIOPAHHOM
opmbl oOpamenus. Bpsi iu oHE ¢ peKTOpOM ApYy3bsi, Yy Tpada HET OCHOBAaHUM AJis1 (paMUIIbSIPHO-
cru. Ho nopa Mepnuz "ayp npuBbIK K CTpaHHOCTSIM rocTsl ¢ (PUOJIETOBOM KpOBbIO. [lake ecnu oHu
OCKOPOJISLIH, PUXOAUIIOCH CTapaTebHO He 3amevaThb. [Ipu Bcex cBoux peranusax pektop Maruye-
ckoit akagemun Ceeta ycrynan Jlaypy Bo Bcem. [loropapusainu, ero pykou Boauiaa cama Ma'll.

— VBBI, OoJbllle HUKOTO HET! — B3[IOXHYJI PEKTOp, MeuTasi CKOpee OCTaThCsl B OAMHOYECTBE,
JKeJIaTesIbHO B OOIIECTBE XOPOIIEH KHUTH.

— Herycro! — He TpeboBanock BuieTh o [laypa, 4ToObl 10ragathCs, TOT MOMKAI TyObl. —
[Nonnas akagemus Oe3aapei.
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Baiiorner pepxanach psaoM C IeJOM M BHUMATeIbHO NPUCTYIINBaiach, Habmonana. Operek
ronajcs Kpernkuid ¥ COBCEM HEe POMAHTHYHBINA, TpeOOBaIOCh HaWTU K Hemy moaxon. Kaxercs, oHa
MpUAyMaa, HO MyCTh MOKa 3aKOHYAT C JIeJIaMHu.

— [Nomunyiite! — BO3MYILIEHHO 3acOMes PeKTOop.

OckopOrenue TocTs JeASHBIM KHYTOM XJIECTHYJIO 110 JIETKUM.

— MusoBath — peporaTia UMIepaTopa, sl BCEro JIMIIIb MPOIIAI0, — OTPe3aJl UIbep U, HAKOHEI]
OCTaHOBHBIIKCh, OOEpHYJICS. — Bac moka He 3a 4To.

Baiiorner 3ameTnia, Kak Ha MTHOBEHHUE MOOJIEIHEN JIe]] IPH CJIOBE «IOKa», KaK JEPHYJIHICH €ro
MaJbIbl, CKUMASICh B Ky/laku. ®Ppaza AeUCTBUTEIHHO MPO3ByYaa ABycMbIcieHHO. To ym jgopa [ayp
HE COBEPIINJI HUKAKOTO MPOCTYNKA, TO Jin Jlayp HEe CUMTAT ero JOCTOMHBIM CHUCXOXKICHUSI.

— Wnbep mpekpacHo MOHsLI, O YeM S, — MpUJs B cedst, MpayHO MPOAOKIIT peKTop. TeMHBIN
Mar pasapakall, XOTeJIOCh CKOpee BBICTABUTh €r0 32 BOPOTa M B3JIOXHYTh CBOOOIHO, HE OIacasich
yBUIETh TeHH feteirt Ma'Ul 3a ciuHOM. — Bl yHUUMKUTEILHO BHICKA3TUCh O MOUX BOCITUTAHHUKAX,
3HAYUT, U O 000 MHE.

— IomHote, Mepnun! — ViipiOka He 3aTpOHYJIA I71a3, Jake ryObl, Ka3ajaoch, C YCHIIMEM IOJ-
YMHWJIKChH BOJIE Pa3yMa, CJIOKUBIIUCH B TpUMacy. — Y MeHsI U B MBICJISIX HE ObUIO OCKOPOWTH Bac.
OT1nuyHas akageMus, OTJIMYHOE yrpaBjieHre. MHe BCEero JIMIb He TIOBE3JIO0 B 3TOM TOfy.

«A TIOBE3JI0 JI1 MHE ?» — MpayHO nogyMan pektop. OTBeTa Ha 3TOT BOIPOC HUKTO HE AACT.

Bocrmonb3oBaBImch KOpOTKOM May30il, BaiiosieT HacTOMYMBO YIUITHYJIA Ie/1a 3a JIOKOTh U YKa-
3aj1a cHavasa Ha ceds, TOTOM Ha wibepa. TOT mo-nmpexHeMy Tymail, OyaTo OHa OJHA U3 CTY/IEHTOK,
HeJJOpa3yMeHUe HyXKHO UCIIPaBUTh. [1ociie HeCKOIBKUX IUMKOB Jiop ['ayp Taku cooOpasui, 4To OT
HEro XOTeJu.

— Winbep, mo3BosbTe MPEACTaBUTh BaM MOIO BHYYKY, — IIEPEMOHHO MPOTOBOPUJ OH, CJIETKa
MOATOJIKHYB AeBYIIKY Brieped. — Jleau Baitoner Pemx, nous mapkuza CoHkca, 4jieHa. ..

— ...BepxoBHOro coBeTa, — C OTTEHKOM OOpPEUeHHOM YCTaoCT! 3akoH4YMI [Jayp. — Mbl He Ha
Oaiy, IepeuyrcisaTh Bce TUTY/IBI U TOJDKHOCTH HeoOs13aTe bHO.

— IlpusaATHO NO3HAaKOMUTHCS !

Ot ycepnus y BaiioneT paz6onemnuch ryobt. CTOJb CT1aJKO OHA He Y/IbIOaIach Aaxe UMIIepaTopy,
HO B MOHACTBIPb HE XOYelllb, eIlle He TaK paccTapaeribesl.

— CoMHeBaIoCh! — CKENTUYECKU YCMEXHYJICS WIbep. — 3HAKOMCTBO CO MHOMU CTOJIb K€ ITPUSITHO,
Kak ¢ OyoonHoi uymoin. Ho s paj, 4To BBl BHydYKa peKTOpa, a He Oe3Mo3riias CTydeHTKa. VHaue
MIPUIIUIOCH OBl TIOMPOCUTH BaC UCKJTIOUHTb.

— Wnbep HaroBapuBaeT Ha ceOsi, — MPOMYpJIbIKAIA AEBYIIKA, TPOMTHOPHPOBAB MOCIIEIHION
¢pasy.

VY Bcex CBOM CTPaHHOCTH, rpad UMeJ MpaBo Ha CBOM.

— Vxemu? — Jlayp CKJIOHWJI rOJIOBY HAaOOK, BHMaTeJIbHO M3ydast juiio Baitoner. Toii crano He
1o cebe — OH CJIOBHO CJIOW 3a CJI0eM CHMMAJI C Hee KOXKY. — Bl jake «uiibep» MPOU3HECIU C TpH-
npixanveM. IMEHHO Tak OOBIYHO U JIENIAI0T: JTMOO0 OBICTPO IJIOTAIOT, JIMOO TPaBAT matokoi. [TpuunHa
oziHa — cTpax. Ho Bam HUYero He rpo3uT, yyXasi HpaBCTBEHHOCTh MEHsI He BOJIHYET.

3akycuB ry0y, Baitoner oTBepHyach, mpsida gocany. BerxoauT, oH 3HaeT. XOTsl 4ero oHa Oxu-
nana? CtpaHHO, eciii Obl HAYaTbHUK TallHOW CTPaKy UMITEPUU HE CJIBIIAT O TPOMKOM CKaHJaJIe.

3ajava 3aMeTHO YCIIOKHUJIACh, HO OTCTYINATh — He B MpaBuiax Baiioner. U, mepectpouB Boii-
CKa, OHa HaHecJa yaap:

— [leyasibHO, YTO CTOJIb UMIIO3AHTHBIA MY:KYMHA 3aMEyaeT JIMIIb CTpax. YBEpeHa, He OflHa
AEBYIIIKA YKPaJIKoW Opocasia Ha Bac B3IJISAbl ¥ BKJIA/IBIBANIA B «HIIbEP» 3aTACHHYIO HAJICHKTY.

Baiiorner cynopoxHo B3/10XHYyna. PecHuIIbl ee TpereTany, CJIOBHO CKpbIBasi AyIIEBHOE BOJIHE-
HUE.

Jayp pacxoxotaJicsi, iCKpeHHe, OT AyIH, pa3pylIMB JISJSHYI0 MACKY, CKOBBIBABIIIYIO €0 JIUIIO.

— [Momuunyiite, Munequ, MHE He Hy’KHa jkeHa. Jlaxe CToiIb 0OBOPOKHMTENbHAS, KAK BB
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W3 rpynu Baiioner cnoBHO BBIOMIM BO3ayX. [LmaH coOnmasHeHHs] PyIIMIICS KaK KapTOYHBIH
JIOMUK.

— BbI He mepBast, — 4yTh CMATYMBIIKCH, BUAUMO, YTOOBI YTEIIUTh, CTEPETh IJIAKCUBOE BBIPa-
JKEHUE C AEBUYBETO JIMIA, 3aMeTHII WiIbep. — S comcs co cuera. YBepeH, KOrja CKaHaaml ysiKeTcs,
BBI TIOIIENIMTE KAKOro-HUOYAb OapoHa M Ha Mapy ¢ JIIOOOBHUKOM IPOMOTAETE €ro IeHbIU. A Terepb
MIPOCTHUTE, — TOJIOC WITbepa 0Opest OblIble HOTKU, — MHE TIopa. §1 peJiko BEIOMPAIOCh B CTOJIMILY U JIOJI-
JKEH yCTIeTh HABECTUTh HECKOJIBKUX 3HAKOMBIX.

JleBy1Ika He cpa3dy cooOpas3uia, 4ero OH XO4eT, OUYeMy MPUCTATBHO CMOTPUT Ha €€ PYyKY, a
noTom cooOpasuia. Bee emie He onpaBuBIIMCH OT MOTpsiceHusi, Baitoner nmognecna Jaypy JanoHb
IJIs TIOLIEJTYs, MEJIBKOM OTMETUB CTPaHHYIO TIepuaTky Ha ero npaBo pyke. OHa Ka3aiach BHIIIE U
HE CTOJIb TUIOTHO oOJierajia majblibl, Kak apyras. Korga wisep, BOpeku ynoOCTBY, MpUAEpXKal ee
JIaZIOHb JIEBOM PYKOM, JIOOOMBITCTBO JIEBYIIIKU TOJBKO YCHMIIMIOCh. ['pad He sieBia, OH JBHUTascs C
MIPaBOil HOI'M, aKTUBHO KECTUKYJIUPOBAJ IIPAaBOM PYKOW, HO OTUETo-TO TEIEph 3aBeJl €€ 3a CIHHY,
CJIOBHO Tpsiya.

— Ceifyac MHe JTy4ille BaC He KacaTbCsl, — MPOCTIE/IMB 32 €€ B3MISIIOM, TyMaHHO nosicHu [ayp
Y BbIpsIMUJICA. — []71s1 Bariero e Onara.

Baiiorner meperisiHynach ¢ J1eoM, HO OH JIMIIb MoXkan riedaMu. CKOJIBKO PeKTOp MOMHHIII,
WIIbep HEe CHUMAJI NIEPYaTOK ¥ 111 IPUBETCTBUI YaCTEHBKO MOJTb30BAJICS JIEBOM PYKOM.

— o ceupanus, nequ Penx. — B ycrax [laypa TpuBuanbHas BexmBas (ppa3a HAOMUHAJA TPU-
roBop. OH nporoBopui «Jieau Pex», 4yTh pacTsruBasi OyKBbI, YETKO BbIIEJISISI KQK/IBIN CJIOT, CJIOBHO
MIpeAYyNpeR Il O TPAAYIIUX, OTHIOAb HE MPHUATHBIX MOCIAEACTBUSX. — A Bac, MUJIOP/, S TOMPOIITY
MIPOBOIUTH MeHs1. He OTKaKych OT Yallku vasl.

Bor Tak Bcero omHo# (ppa3oii mibep 3apaHee BbicTaBuI Baiioner u3 kaOrHeTa COOCTBEHHOTO
nena. Ilpuiuioch MOAUUHUATBCA U, TokenaB [aypy 100poro aHs, IOHYpO MOIUIECTUCh K IJIABHBIM
BOPOTaM.

MoHacTbIpb MeJJIEHHO, HO BEPHO CTAaHOBUJICS peaibHOCTBIO. M Bee u3-3a MpoKJIsAToro rpada,
KOTOPBIN He KeJlajl 003aBoauThCs HaciaeqHukom! OH GeccMepTHBIM ceOsi BO3OMHMJI, KOMY Hame-
peBajicsi OCTaBUTh OOraTcTBO, TUTYI, 3HaHusA? [Ipunercsa Bailoner nmorpynutkcs, yoeauTb Uibepa B
OBICTPOTEYHOCTH KU3HH.
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I'naBa 4

— Jymaio, Dparckuii )KEHCKMA MOHACTBIPb MOAOUIET.

Canpoc Penx pasnoxkul Ha CTOJIE KapTy W, NPUIABUB 110 KpasM, TKHYJ NAJIbLEM B HY/KHOE
MECTO.

Baitosner He nomepenuiack. Kazanoch, OHa MpornoTuiia Lenyo b0y JibJa, ¥ OHA 3aloIHIIIa
BCE BHYTPEHHOCTH.

Mapkus 3Han o Heynaude nodepd. Jla ¥ Kak MHave, Bedb B CIydae ycriexa Wibep HaHec Obl
BU3HT, XOTs1 Obl mpucnan nmickMo. Ho Baiforner BepHynaach JOMOWM MOHYpPOW, HE TIEPEMOJIBUBIINCH
HM C KEM U Iapoyl CJIOB, MPOCKO/b3HYJA K ceOe B KOMHATy, He CITyCTHJIach K yxkuHy. U BOT Tenepb
OHa C JIEPEeBSHHOMW CMMHOW CHJela B OOMTOM KpacHOM KOokel Kpeciie 1 0e3yJacTHO YCTaBHJIach Ha
KPOXOTHYIO TOUKY Ha Kaprte. B rosoBe ImysnbcupoBasia Bcero ofHa MbICiib: Baitoner o6s3aHa crath
rpacuneit Ckayp. im ymepers. Hu Gosnblile, HM MeHbIIe.

— 51 nocran ycraB, O3HaKOMbCSL.

Caiipoc TOBOpPHJI TaK, CJIOBHO peyb III1a O CyAbOe dy)oro yenoBeka. OTKyaa CTOJIBKO Oe3pas-
muns? U myxityio TeTpajib OH NPOTAHYJI, Kak y4yeOHUK 1o apudgmeTHke. Bailoner k Hell He pUTpo-
HyJ1ach. JlexaBIIMil Ha Kpalo CTOJIa MOHACTBHIPCKUI YCTaB Ka3aJics sJOBUTOM 3Meeid, BOPOHKOI B 6e3-
nHy. CTOUT ero KOCHYThCSI, HABEKH MOTepsielb CeOsl.

Braiine neBymka Hajesiach, oTell mepeaymaeT. Baiioner ero eqMHCTBEHHBI peOEHOK, eCITH
OHa OTIPABUTCA B MOHACTBIPb, pol Mapku30B CoHkcoB npepsercsa. Ho ognoro B3rmaga Ha Caiipoca
XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI OHATh, OH HACTPOEH PELIMTEIIBHO.

— Bor, — Tak 1 He JOXAABIIMCh PEAKLIMU AOYEPH, MAPKU3 3alllesIecTel CTPaHULAMU TaJIMy/a, —
Tebe OCOOEHHO MOJIe3HO M3YUYHTh TOT pasnet — «CMupeHue».

— 51 He moety B MOHACTBIPb, — IPEUCHIOJIHEHHAS PEIIMMOCTH, Bo3pasuiia Baitosner.

— Ioenemns, — orpesan Caiipoc. — $1 He O3BOIIO e1rie OOJIbIE OMO30PUTH CEMBIO.

— Ho, orew, s necatku pa3 nopropsia. ..

— He xenato cymars!

Baiioner B3apornyna. JIo UCTOpUM ¢ OMOJIBKOM OTEL| He MOBBIIIAJ Ha Hee rojloc, He Kpuyal,
cuMTasi NoJOOHOE MPOsIBJIEHHE IMOLIMI BY/IbrapHbIM.

[Mpstya 06Uy MO/ MOTYONYIEHHBIMU PECHUIIAMH, JIEBYIIIKA B3siIa HEHABUCTHBIN ycTaB. Pyko-
MUCHBINA — HaJl MOHAXUHSIMU M3/IEBAJIMCh Jake B MeJiodax. Bailoner kuBo npeacTaBuiia, Kak Kakas-
HHUOY/Ib TIOCITYIITHUIIA B KAUECTBE HAKa3aHWsI MJIM Pa3BUTHSI TOTO CAMOTO CMUPEHH S TIIATEILHO BBIBO-
JWT 110 HoYaM OyKBbI IIPY MUTAIOIEM cBeTe orapka. M Tak BCAKMI pa3, Korja KOIMs ycTaBa MpHXo-
JUT B HETOJIHOCTb.

— Yuraii, unraii! — 3a €JKOCTHIO TOHa MapKH3a CKPhIBAJIACH JOCA/IA 32 PA3OUThIE HAIEHKIIBL. —
Moxelp HayaTh 3ay4rMBaTh, IOTOMY 4YTO OTIIPABUALIbLCS B DPpaT 4O HOBOTO Iofa.

Beixonut, y Hee Bcero J1Ba Mecsita. Vnu 1essix JBa Mecsia — 3T0 ¢ KaKOi CTOPOHbI IOCMOTPETb.

Ot ycraBa BesJIo MOTWIIBHBIM XOJIOIOM. Baliosier uckasia 1 He Haxoguila XOTb KaKyl0-TO OTIy-
HIMHY B OECIIPOCBETHOM KU3HU MOHaXx1Hb. COH B MPO1yBAE€MbIX BCEMH BETPAMU KEJIbsAX YyTh JIM HE
Ha TIOJTy, paHHUH MOAbeM, (PU3UYECKUA TPy U OECKOHEUHbIe MOTUTBBL. OTIBIX MONarajcs HOUbo U
BO BpeMs ITpyueMa MuIny. Beck ocTasibHO IeHb MOCTYIIHMLIAM MOHACTBIPST HAJIEKAJIO YOMBATh CBOIO
IUIOTh, UICKOPEHSATh FOPABIHIO M cBOOOAOMBICINE. HUKaKMX MOOIIPEeHui, 3aTO NOJIHO Haka3aHuil. Eub
MeJIEHHO — BMHOBHA. CopBaJla IBETOK M YKpacwla UM KeJIblo — TSKKUUM ITPOCTYyNoK. byaro ycras
nycany He Jiioay, a 3sepu. Heyxem MHxoc HacTonbko xkecTok? Baitoner B 9TOM COMHEBasach.

IToka noub menecTesna CTpaHULIAMU, POHUKASACh OE3paOCTHBIMU MEPCIEKTUBAMU AaJbHEN-
1IeM XU3HU, MapKU3 oTouIes K OKHY. CxkaB MajbLbl B KyJaK, OH ONEpcs O MOJOKOHHUK U 3alyMaJCs.
Pemenne Hacuer Baitosier nanock Henerko, noport Caiipoc COMHEBAJICS B IIPaBUJIBHOCTH CLIETAHHOTO
BBIOOPA, HO JIEpiKaTh IOMa BEYHYIO CTapylo JIEBY — HE BbIXOJ. MapKu3 CIMILIKOM XOPOLIO 3HaJ UMIIe-
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parpuily-MaTh, Ta HE CMEHUT THEB Ha MIWJIOCTb. Pa3 Tak, Baitoner 3akppiTa 1opora B BhiCIiee oOI1ie-
cTBO. VIMniepaTop BMEIIMBAThCS HE CTAHET, J1a U ¢ Kakou cratu? [yneimka Baiioner HavBHO mona-
rajia, OyATo CTaHeT ero (paBOPUTKOM, XOTs Banbrep paccuMThIBa)l HA MUMOJIETHOE pa3BJiedeHUeE.

Pyka Mapku3a nomHs1ach ¥ ¢ CUIION yaapuia ro pame. KajnoOHO 3BSIKHY/IM CTEKJIa.

Uemy TOJIBKO yyaT B XBaJICHOW YJIbMapcKoi OnaropoqHoii mkose! OH oTnas OoNbIlue IeHbI U,
a MOJy4MJI B3aMeH pa3Hy3[JaHHYyIo AeBuily. B xoro tonbko momwia? TouyHo He B MaTh — Dmbepiu
BEYHO CMOTpeEJIa Ha MapKH3a MOKOPHBIMHU OJICHBUMH IJ1a3aMU, KOTJa Pedb 3aXO/IMJIA O CYIPYKECKOM
nonre. Hukorga He oTKasbiBajia, HO B MMOCTENM HaroMuHaja OpeBHO. HeynuBUTEIbHO, YTO Ha CBET
TOSIBUJIACh BCETO OfIHA 0Yb. JIOKUThCS Ha DMOepiu — cylas MmeiTka. [{pyrie nossl OH U He AyMal
npejyiarath, ckopei Obl 3akoHUInTh! Ce0s1 Calipoc K paciyTHUKaM TOXe He puuucisi. [la, He MOHax,
HO Y He TIOKJIOHHUK KaXkJIOW KEHCKOU I00KH.

Mapku3 3a1yMUnBO NepeBest B3I Ha pa30uThie KOCTAIMKH. Bonbk oTpe3Buia, BiMTasa B ceos
OECCUIIbHYIO SIPOCTb.

Takoi Opak, Takue HaeKIpl!..

— Wibep OyneT Ha Gay?

Bonpoc nouepu 3acran Bpaciiox, Caiipoc He cpa3y HOHsUI, O YeM oHa roBoput. OKazasoch,
0 €XKEeroJlHOM MacKapase.

— Tebs1 He mpurIalamM, — HAMOMHWJI OH, CHOBA TIOBEPHYBILIKCH K Baiioner nurom.

JleBy1ika u3MeHumnach, oopesna ObuIoe CIOKOMCTBHE. PyKa BOJIBIOTHO Jiekasia MoBEpX yCTaBa.
['yOBI paccimaOieHsl, T1a3a eiBa 3aMeTHO OJIeCTeNH.

— $1 momH10, — KMBHYAa Baiiosner, muib yoeauB oTIa B HATMYMK HEKOro TiaHa. Koraa Tonbko
ycriena rnpuaymatb? — Ho HUKTO He moMelaeT MHe MPOry/IMBaThes MoOMU30cTh. M yK TOUHO UiIbep
He OpOCHT JeBYIIKY OAHY, MPOBOAUT A0 AoMa. A TaMm... Tam BaM ¢ MaTyIIKON NPUIETCS YyTOUKY
MOMOYb, 3TO B UHTEpecax poaa Pemx.

Mapku3 1mo-HOBOMY B3IJIsIHYJI Ha j10ub. He Bepumiioch, OyaTO Ta ke AeBYIIKAa HEIaBHO COBEp-
IIMJ1a HaWTTynermi noctymnok. [epen HuM cunena npexHsis Baioner, nopaBasiasi CToiib OOJbIITe
HanexIpl. VI OH moBepuII eit, faut maHc. MOHACTBIPCKHIA YCTaB Jier 0OpaTHO Ha THO HUKHETO SIIIHKa,
a Caiipoc mooOernan BeIsICHUTD TutaHbl rpagda Ckaypa.

K coxanenmio ns Bcex, [ayp He moOWI MackapagoB M UTHOPUPOBAJ JJaXe MPUIJIAIICHUS
umreparopa. Marucrp — Tak rocsie nosiBJieHHs Ha 3TON JOJKHOCTH TEMHBIX MaroB CTald UMEHOBATh
HayaJbHUKOB TailHOW CTpaku MMIIEpUM — OTIIMYAJICSl PEIKOCTHBIM CBOEBOJIMEM, Basibrep naxe He
MIBITAJICSL CJIOMHTB BOJIIO TOTO, KOTO HE YAAJIOCh MOJUYMHHTH €r0 OTIly. 3aTo WIbep JAEHCTBOBA Ha
cropoHe Jleruu, nepxajl B pyKax HUTOUYKHM YIPABJICHUs MPOYMMH TEMHBIMU MaraMu, 4eM rapaHTv-
POBaJI CTAOMJIBHOCTD TpecTosia. BOT U Temeph, He 0OHAPYKUB B aKaJeMUH CIIOCOOHBIX CTYHAEHTOB,
Hayp Jlap’Upen yexai, He ocTajcsi Ha MacKapa/.

Baitoner mpuynsuia. OHa 31unachk Ha wibepa. OT4ero oH He MOT MOCTYNaTh, JyMaTh U YyB-
CTBOBATb, KaK MpOYKe MYKUNHbI?

— IMpupercs exath, — B yHOp s HA COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHE B 3epKajie, MpoOOpMOoTaa
JEBYIIIKA.

C 3ataeHHOM OE3bICXOIHOCTHIO OHA M3yYaJia COOCTBEHHOE JIMIIO, CKOJIb3MJIa B3IJISIIOM 110 MHO-
TOUYMCIIEHHBIM OaHOYKaM M KOpOOOYKaM Ha MpaMOPHOH MOJIKe BaHHOW KOMHaThl. Eciu HUYero He
MIPEATPUHSATH, ONaropogHasi Koxka CKOpo 3arpyoeer, mpuoOpeTeT 3eMIIMCThI OTTeHOK. Biiectsimue
BOJIOCHI TIOPEZICIOT M HAYHYT ceubCs. ['yObl yTpaTAT MyXJIOCTh U COOMA3HUTENBHBIN 3eMIISTHUIHBIH
OTTEHOK, a TeJIO YCOXHET J0 COCTOSIHUS MyMHUH. Moria JId OHa 3TO JIOMYCTUTb, TIO3BOJIUTH TIOXOPO-
HUTH ceOs1 3aknBO? Baiioner mokayasa rojioBoi ¥ poBeJia 1o ieKe MPoXJIaTHBIMU TIOCJIE YMbIBAHUS
nagbiaMu. O po30BO BOJE TOXE MpUAETCs 3a0bITh, OT JEBYIIKU CTAaHET HECTU IMOTOM M HABO30OM.
Ot Hee, nouepu mapkuza CoHkca!

— Hapo exartp, — uyTh rpoMye noBTOpriia Baiioner u noTsHynack 3a rpeOHEM.
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Korga pacuecrhiBaemib BOJOCHI, YCIOKAaMBACIIbCS, B TOJOBY MPHUXOAAT TOJIE3HBIE MBICIH.
JleBy1ike TpeOOBAIOCh PELIUTh CIOXKHYIO 33]a4y, TOITOMY I'peOeHb cefiuac He3aMEHHM.

[NosncoTHM B3MaxoB, M MBICIIb OKOHYATEIHO c(hopMupoBasachk. OCTaBaoCh TOIBKO BOTLIOTUTh
ee B )KU3Hb.

— HaBepHnsika 310 yKazaHo B repOOBHUKE.

Hakunys xanar, Baiioner ocTopo:xHO BBIOpaiach M3 CBOMX MOKOEB U HAITPABUIIACH K JIECTHHIIE.
Eit TpedoBaock nonacts B Ondmoteky. TpeBora nmogHsiia ee 10 paccBera, BalioneT HUKTO He roMe-
I11aeT.

[Nen B toMe MapKu3a exkeHeeIbHO CMa3bIBaJIH, 1yOOBble CTBOPKH OTBOPHIIMCH OECIITYMHO,
00JaB JeBUYbHM HOTY MPOXJIA0i CKBO3HsKA. CTymas Ha IBITOYKAX, YTOOB HE CTYYaad KaOIyuku
AOMaIIHUX Tydenb, Baiionet npomuiack BIOMb MOJIOK, IPUIIOMUHASI CUCTEMY PACCTAHOBKU KHWUT.

Kaxercs, BOH TaM.

[NMamsTh HEe MOABeNa, repOOBHUK OBICTPO Haiescs. Baiioner ¢ TpyJoM CHsia C MOJKH YBECHU-
CTYI0O KHUTY W TiepeTaimia Ha cton. Ee BolHOBan MOCAeHUI pa3ziesl CO CIMCKOM TEMHBIX MaroB
UMIIepUH.

— Caidper, — TryObl IpaKTHUECKH O€33BYYHO TOBTOPHJIM HAa3BaHUE HY)KHOTO MECTa.

Baiiosner Hy)XHO TIOMACTh Ty/1a KaKk MOKHO ObICTpee.

Ceparie cxanoch, KOHYMKU TAIBLIEB TOXOJIOENU, HO JIEBYIIKA OTOTHAJIA JypHBIE TPEIdyB-
cTBusl. Bee pocckasH, mycThle CKa3Ky MpoCcTOHapoabsa, CallTpeT He cTpaliHee JJ000ro Ipyroro Mecta
B Jlerun. OiHaKo KariesibKa MoTa TakM CKOJIb3HYJIa MEK/1y JIOTIATOK.

— Jlyuie TeMHasi Marusi, YeM MOHACTHIPb. — Baiioniet 3axjionHyna repOOBHUK, YTOOBI PE3KUM
3BYKOM BBHIPBaTh ce0s1 M3 IyYHUHbI OECIIOUBEHHBIX CTPAXOB.

B BO3ayX B3jIETENIO0 KpOIIeYHOe 00IAUKO MBUTH — IBOPSHCKUMU poramu Jlernu B joMe Map-
KM3a JaBHO HE MHTEPECOBAJIHCH, C TEX MOP KaK YTBEPAWIM CIHMCKY MOTEHIMAIBHBIX KEHIXOB. YKe
OBIBIIIHIX.

OnHaKo BBISICHUTB, TI€ MCKaTh HEYCTYITYMBOTO WIbEepa — MONOEIbI.

ITpuces Ha cTyn, Baitoner kpenko 3agymaiack. OHa OTUETIMBO IOHMMAJIa, HU B Kakoil CaiTper
POIUTENN ee He OTITYCTAT. Bo-niepBbIX, JeBYIIKE HEMPUJIMYHO MyTEIIeCTBOBATh OHOM. BO-BTOPBIX,
noe3aka B CaliTpeT y MHOTHX acCOIMMPOBANIACH CO CMEPTHIO: TEMHBIE Maru CO3JATH KPalo TyPHYIO
penyTtanuio. Pa3 Tak, npuaercs IelCTBOBAaTh CAMOCTOSTENILHO U MOCT(PaKTyM YBEJOMHUTH 000 BCEM
POIHBIX.

Torna xe, B yTpeHHe! TUIM OMOIMOTEKH, OKOHYATeIbHO odopmMuics iaH nodera. Ero Baii-
OJIET HAMETWJIa Ha CErOHSI, TIOKa POAMUTEIM OTCHIIAJIKCH MOC/Ie MacKapasa.

CnoBHO BOp, AEBYIIIKA MPOKPAAch K OTIIOBCKOMY KaOMHETY. MapKku3 peKo 3anvpai ero, BOT
Y TeTiepb JIBepbh OKa3alach OTKpbITa. BaiioneT BoHOBAJ celid, MPUKPHITHII MOPTPETOM UMIIEpPATOpAa.
HyxHy0 KOMOMHAIMIO OHA 3HAaJIa, IOTOMY Oe3 Tpyaa Aodpaiach JI0 ero coaepkumoro. BepxHue
TMIOJIKA 3aHUMAJIM BaXKHbIE JOKYMEHTbI, HKHUE — IIeHHbIe OyMaru M CHsThie ¢ OAaHKOBCKOTO CYeTa
HaymuHble. [IpukuHyB npuMepHble pacxofpl, Bailoner B3suia 4yTh OOJbIle, IOPOBHY MOHET U BEK-
ceJieid, TIocie aKKypaTHO 3akpbuia ceiidp. CaiTper He ablpa, Tam HaiaeTcst XOTs Obl OMuH TOproBuiii
JI0M, a MyTelIeCTBOBATh C TPYAON 30JI0Ta OMACHO.

[Mpuxumasi mo3aMMCTBOBaHHOE OOraTCTBO K I'PY/H, JAEBYIIKA BEpHYJIACh K cebe.

— CrouT nobnarofaputh rocroxy Maype 3a eAMHCTBEHHOE I0JIe3HOe YMEHHe, KOTOpoe Tpe-
TMOJIaBAJTH B IIIKOJIe, — COOMpast BelH, ycMexHynach Baiioner. — MHe He mpHuaeTcs TaluTh ¢ coOO0i
TOPHUYHYIO.

B Vipmape BocniMTaHHUIIAM HE TOJArajiuch CIIyKaHKH, AEBYIIKH [THYPOBAIM KOPCAKHU CaMO-
CTOSITEJIHHO.

Chavana BaiforneT xoTena ynakoBarth 4yTh JIM HE BECh CBOW rapepo0, HO BOBPEMsI OCTAHOBH-
nack. bexatsb ¢ Kyuel Beleid HeBO3MOXKHO, TPUIETCS YMEPUTD anmeTuThl. OTHAKO CIHUCOK BCE PaBHO
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MOy YHJICS BHYIIUTEIbHBIM. [TopsiiouHas eByIKa He MOIJIa OrPaHUYMTHCS TTAPOI HAPSIZIOB M OTKa-
3aThCs OT yXOfa 3a COOOI.

— Hapetocs, 51 He nokanero! — B coMHeHUH poOopMoTasia BaiioneT v moTsiHy1ach 3a KOJIOKOJb-
YMKOM JIJ1s1 BBI30BA CITYT.

Hayp Jlap’VpeH eii He HpaBWJICS, HO Pa3 OH €€ MOCJIEAHNI 1IaHC, JEBYIIKA BIEIUTCS B WIbepa
3y0amu.

Chyra yauBWICS, YCTBIIIAB, YTO BaioneT CpoYHO MOHANOOWJICS IKHIAK, HO TIePEUnTh He
nocMet. JleByiika ogapuia ero CTojib pO3HBIM B3IJISIOM, UTO CJIOBA y TOTO 3aCTpsiiv B ropre. Jlakeit
MIOKOPHO TIepeal pacropsikeHre 10 HEerovKe M, HeloyMeBas, KyJaa, He M03aBTpakaB, coOpasach
J0YKa MapKu3a, NepeHec BeIly B XOJUI.

— Ckaxenb, s noexaya k Cenuu, — pacriopsiauiachk Baitosner. — OHa JaBHO 3acMaTpyBaiach Ha
MOU HapsIbl, pa3 YK OHU MHE OOJIbIie He TIOHAJ00STCS, TTYCTh 3a0upaerT.

Jloxb Kazanach MpaBAOMOAOOHON U AOKHA HA BpeMsl YCHITUTh OMUTENILHOCTb pOAHBIX. OHU
MOIHUMYT TPEBOTY K Beuepy, KOra JeBYyIIKa TMOKMHET Ipeesibl cronuiipl. OTHICKaTh ee Ha mpoce-
JIOUHBIX JOPOTax CIOXKHEee, HeXKeNMU Ha yIunax AHIIa.

C Cenueii OHM APYKWIM B JIETCTBE W TOCJIE BO3BPAILEHUS U3 IIKOJIbI BO30OHOBUIM OOIIle-
nue. [locnie ckaHana NEeByIIKY He BUIENTUCh, HO OTKPBITO IPOTUB BaiioseT Obliast mpusTeIbHALIA HE
BbICKa3bIBaslach. OHa ycTynasa el B poJOBUTOCTH, OYy4r BCErO-TO I0YEepbi0 OapoHa.

— Her, 6e3 repoos!

Baiioner oTMena mpeasoKeHHYI0 KapeTy M OCTaHOBHJIA BBIOOP Ha IPOTYIOYHOM SKHUIIAaXE.
[TycTb B HEM MeHbIIIE MECTa, 3aTO OH HEMPUMETHBII, YEPHbIil, KAK COTHU JIPYTUX.

Bo B3ms/1€ Cotyrv poMeNbKHYJIO TIOJO3PEHNUE, M AEBYIIIKA MOCTIEIINIIA YCHITUATD €r0 BCKOJIb3b
OportieHHOM (bpa3oid, oOpaIeHHON OyaTo K caMoii cebe:

— He xBarasio emie, 4ToObI Ha yIUIAX HIENTATUCD, MAJTbIEM MTOKa3bIBAJIH.

Jaxe ciyru 3Haau, 4to oTHBIHE Baiioner Pek BeluepkHyTa U3 ciMcKa apyucTokparuu. B cuiy
MOTYMHEHHOTO TOJIOKEHHS OTKPHITO BBIPAKaTh CBOM MBICII OHU HE CMEJIH, HO JEBYIIIKA HE COMHE-
BaJIach, HA KyXHE el epeMbLIM KOCTH JI0 KPUCTAJIBHOM, JJake CTEPUIIbHON OET3HBL.

[NonpaBuB KamoIIOH HAKKAKK, Baiioner 6pocuiia KOpOTKUiA B3I yepe3 redo. [JJom MupHo
criaJl, poAMTeNr HEe TOA03peBaIn O ee aBaHTiope. «S1 cmacy cebs u pon Pemxeil», — MBICIEHHO
nooOelana JIeByIKa U CTPEMHUTENTbHO, OTPUHYB COMHEHH S, CTYIIMJIa Ha TIONHOXKKY. [IBepIia skumnaxa
3axXJIONHYJIACh, OTpe3asi MyTU K OTCTYIUICHUIO.

OTKMHYBIIKCh HA KOKAHYIO CITUHKY CHIeHbs, Baiioner xnana. Henb3st momMeHATh MapiipyT
cpaszy, IyCTh CIIYTY BUAST, KAK OHM CBEPHYJIM B CTOPOHY ocoOHska poauteneit Cemmu. Ho ensa co6-
CTBEHHBIN JIOM CKpPbUICS M3 BHIY, OHA MOCTydYasa MO CTEHKE SKUMaxa U Beliesia MOBOPAYMBATh K
BBIE3/1y U3 TOpOJIa.

— Ho, munenm. ..

Kyuep pactepssHHO HaTSHYJ BOXKH, PUCKYS 3aCTOMOPUTD JIBUKEHHUE.

— Jlenaii, 4To CKa3aHo, M MOIYYHIIb HArpaay. A B3IyMaellb CBOEBOJIbHUYATh, HAKAKY.

Baiioner 6repoBaina, HO TOCMOTpeIa Ha CIIYTY Tak, OyATO AEHCTBUTEIHFHO cOOMpaiach COApPaTh
C HEro KOXY 3a HEMTOBHOBEHHE.

Skunax TpoHyscs. [eByiika ¢ oOnerdyeHreM BHIJOXHYJIA, KOT/Ia OHM Pa3BEpPHY/IUCh HA ONu-
Kauiem rnepekpectke. Camoe CJI0KHOE M03a/IH, 1ajbllie BCe MOUIET Kak Mo Maciy.

Baitoner HamepeHHO He yNOMMHA/IA B Ka4eCTBE KOHEUHOW TOYKM crpauiHblii Caitper. OHa
HaMepeBaach Mepee3kaTh U3 ropojia B Topol, MOCTENEHHO NPUOIMKasch K 3aBeTHOM 1ienu. Eo pyko-
BOJMJIa OCTOPOKHOCTh. CBOEBOJIBHBIN Kyuep MOT YBEJOMHTh MapKu3a O IJIaHAaX ero jouyep. Yem
no3xe Caiipoc y3HaeT rmpasay, Tem Jyutie. [1ycTs gydiie uIeT ee Tam, Ijie OHa OCTAaHOBMJIACH BCETO
Ha OJJHY HOYb.

JeBymika mopaxanach camoil cebe. Kak yoBko oHa Bce mpomymana! M Beap 1uiaH cpado-
Taj, BaiioneT GecrnipensaTcTBeHHO 100panach 10 MecTa MepBor HOYeBKH. K ToMy BpemeHH Teno ee
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HelaJHO 3aTekJ10. [IporyaouHbIi SKUMak He TIOIXOIUI A7 ITTUTEIIbHBIX Ty TeIIeCTBUIA, B HEM HEBO3-
MOXHO OBLITIO TOJIKOM Tipriieub. [ToxomHbIe MeKue HeynoOCTBa ToXe MOPTUIIM HaCcTpoeHue, U Baiio-
JIET IOPaI0BaJIaCh, YTO HAKOHEII-TO CMOKET 3a0BbITh O MPUIOPOKHBIX KyCTax U OECKOHEUHOH TPSICKE.

Boi1oi 00pa3 KU3HU TOJNKAJI OCTAHOBUTHCS B JIyUIllel TOCTHHUIIE, HO IEBYIIIKA YMEpUIa CBOU
armetuThl. OHAa OrpaHUYeHa B CPEACTBAX, NMPHUIETCS SKOHOMUTh. B MTOre MpUIILIOCh HOYEBAaTh B
HOMepe BCEro U3 OIHOM KOMHATBI, 3aTO C BAHHOM.

YTpoM CHOBa JABUHYJHCH B MyTh, XOTSI Ky4ep HACTOATEBHO MPOCHII, AaXe YMOJIST TOCTIOKY
BEpHYThCs IoMor. OH gorajgaicsi, 4to Ta cOexana, ¥ He XOTesl OTBeUYarh 32 CBOEBOJIME XO3AWCKOM
Ioukd. Baiioner okasanach HETIPEKJIOHHA, U TPSCKUI SKUMaX MPOJOJIKUI IyTh B HEM3BECTHOCTD.

Kak Hu crapanach ieByIKa MakKCUMaJIbHO OTTSIHYTh 9TOT MOMEHT, CJIOBO «CailiTpeT» TakH Mpo-
3ByUaJio. YCJIBIIIIAB €ro, Kyuep noOesen oT cTpaxa U HaoTpe3 OTKA3aJICs ABUTaThCs IAIbIIE.

— Torna s oy nemkom, — ynpsiMo TOIHYyJIa Horou Baiioser.

He Tak yx 1 1anexo, Bcero apanaTh KUIOMETPOB.

— U ecu co MHOM YTO-HUOY/Ib CITyYUTCs, — MCTUTEJILHO JI00aBHJIa OHA, — 3TO OyIeT Ha TBOen
COBECTH.

Ha nurie cnmyru otpasuiack yriopHast BHyTpeHHsIst 00pb0a. 31paBoMBbICIIe TPEOOBAIO OCTAThCS
B IIOCJIETHEM TOpojie Tiepe]] He3pUMOi IpaHUIIeld Kpasi TEMHBIX MaroB, BRIpaOOTaHHAs TOAaMU TIpe-
JIaHHOCTh TOJIKaJIa He OpocaTh X03s1iKy. B utore Kyuep BhIOpa1, Kak eMy Ka3auioch, UealbHoe pellie-
HHE.

— Bl yk mpocTute, rocroxa, Ho 5 TyAa He TOe[y, — TSDKKO B3/IOXHYJ OH M aKTMBHO 3aMOTaJl
rosioBoil. — botock 51! Ho 51 Bam n3Bo3umKa Haiigy. MecTHbIe-TO TOYHO TEMHBIX HE CITYTaloTCsl.

N3Bozumka! I'yosl Baitoner 6pe3ruBo nomxkanuchk. Kak HU3KO OHa masia, eciy coOupaercs B
rocTH K OyayiieMy MyXy B HaeMHOUW Kapete. Ho BeIOOpa He ObUIo, Kyuep yrepcsl M HA B KaKylo He
JKeJtaul exarh janbine. JleByIka nepenpoOoBaia Bce: IMIaHTaX, YTPo3bl, HOJAPKH, — UyKOe YIPSMCTBO
OKa3aJioch CHIIbHee. Ml BOT OHa CTosiIa Tiepe/1 HaNlOJIOBUHY OOBTUBIIIEHCS KAMEHHOM KJIaJKOW, HEKO-
I71a 4acThi0 HEBEIOMOTO OOOPOHUTEILHOTO COOPYXKEHHSI, ¥ TOJTHBIM HErOIOBaHUS B3IJISIIOM MPOBO-
’Kasa KaIKylo Mapoauio Ha SKumak. [IpoXBOCT-U3BO3UMK BBHIBAJIMII €€ Oarax Ha 3eMIII0, a caM yKa-
tii! Bpocun BaiioneT HensBecTHO re, cooOnMB, Oy/ITO MUMEHHO TYT HAYMHAIMCH BllajieHus rpada
Cxkaypa. Comran, pazymeeTcs, 9Ta IyCTOIIb ¢ PSAKUMU OCTPOBKAMH 3€JIeHH W OTAAJIEHHO He MOX0-
IWJIa Ha TIApK WJIM PeryJIsipHBIN cafl. JKWiTbsi TOKe He BUIHO, JaXke 3aXy/laIon MEJIbHUIIBI TOOIN30CTH
HE CBICKaTh.

—Ilpunercs Ha BpeMsi IPEBPATUTHLCS U3 JIE/IU B CITYKaHKY | — yIaBIIUM roiocoM podopMoTana
Baiioner, naxe B TEOpUH He MOHUMAsI, KaK MIEPEHECET BEIIU 10 Ty CTOPOHY OTPaIbl.

OmHa Kak pa3 mpuMepHrBajIach K caMoMy JIETKOMY CaKBOSIKY, KOT/Ia Oy THJIa YeH-TO MPUCTaITb-
HBII B350, OOEpHYBIINChH, AEBYIIKA YBUAENA KEHIIMHY B AJIMHHOM, IO TIST, XOJIIOBOW pyOarrke.
Heuecanbie BOIOCH HE3HAKOMKH COCYJIbKAMU CBUCAJIM BJIOJTb JinIIA. [1of r1a3amu 3ajeriy riryooKue
tenu. CHavyana BaiiorneT npuHsia ee 3a HUIIYI0 WK OOJNBHYIO, XOTesa CIIPOCUTh, KaK HANTH UMe-
HHE WIbepa, HO CTOMJIO HE3HAKOMKE Pa3OMKHYTh I'yObl, BOIIPOC 3acTpsil B ropne. W3 Gecpopmen-
HOT'0, HATIOMHMHABIIIETO ABIPY PTa, TOPYAIU OCTphle 3yObl. HU KOpEHHBIX, HU PE3II0B, TOJIBKO XUIIIHBIE
TpeyronbHble Kbk, OxHyB, Baitonetr nonsrunace. KeHuna 1BuHysack Beieq 3a Heil. [1a3a ee
BCIIBIXHYJIU T'OJIOIOM, CTPEMHTENILHO MOTEMHEITH, ITOKA 3PAY0K OKOHYATEIbHO HE 3aTOJTHUI PA/IyXKKY.

— K10 BBI? — MMCKHYJIA IEBYIIKA.

BmecTo oTBeTa He3HAKOMKa pacnaxHyJia poT elle MUPe U, BHITSHYB PyKH, C HEIIPUBBIYHOM JIsI
yeJioBeKa ObICTpOH MpbirHysia Ha Baitoner. Kem Obl oHa HU ObLTa, JKEHIIMHA K JIIOJCKOMY POy He
MpUHAJJIeKaa, €Cy TOJIbKO B MPOIUION KU3HH.
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I'naBa 5

Baiiosnier He moHMMaa, Kak cymena yBepHYThCs. ByaTo HeBenomas cuiia TOJIKHYIA ee U yoe-
peria or, Ka3ajaoch, HEMUHYEMOT'O CTOJIKHOBEHHUSI C UyJOBUILIEM.

JleByIika HaJacagHO Ablana, CJIOBHO Mpodexkana orpoMHylo aucraHimio. Cepane Ouaoch ¢
nepe6osiMu, TO MOANPHITUBAsI B TOPJIO, TO OOPYIIMBASCh B HEJpa keayaKa. Boiockl Ha ronose BCTaiu
AbI0OM. MBIIIIIBI 3BEHENN OT HATPSIKEHU S, OT HEOOXOIMMOCTH YTaJlaTh, IPEAYIPEUTh aTaKy Bpara.

Me:xay Baiioner 1 HEXHUThIO — OHa HE COMHEBAJIach, €l MOBCTPEYAJIOCh CO3/IaHUE U3 MHpa
Ma’ll — numib cakBosik. COMHUTENbHAS IPErPaja, HO JIEBYIIKA HA/IEJIACh, YTO OHA HEHAI0JITO 3a1ep-
KUT MOHCTpA, MOAPUT CrlacuTeNIbHble MIHOBeHHUs. Tenepb Baiioser Bujena, Ha HE3HAKOMKE BOBCE
He pyOarnika, a caBaH. Kak oHa He pazoOpaia cpa3y! M BoJOCk He IPOCTO TpsI3HbIE, a TIepenavyKaHbl
B 3emuie. [Ipu MbICTH O TOM, UTO 3aMepiliee HAIIPOTUB Hee CYIIECTBO BHIKOMAIOCH U3 MOTUIIBL, TEJIO
CBeJIo cygoporou. S3pik mpusui k HEOY, Baiioner He Moria mo3Bath Ha nomoiik. Ho u ymupats oHa
TOXE He COOMPAIach.

He:xuTb npuHioxanach, ¢ IllyMOM BTSIHYJIa BO3AyX. Briasiplii CMHUI SI3bIK HA MTHOBEHUE MEJIbK-
HYJI ME3K]Ty PSIZIOM OCTpPBIX 3yOOB. BalioneT efjBa He CTOIIHUIIO, HACTOJIBKO OTBPATUTEIBHO 3TO BHITJIS-
neno. He criyckas B3risijia ¢ HEXKUTH, IEBYIIIKA Molapuia 3a criuHo. Hy ke, orpana crapasi, 10oKkeH
HaAWTUCh XOTh OIUH KaMeHb! Ecnu HeT, ona noru6na. Heuero u gymars nmpoGoBath nepesnes3Tsb Mo Ty
CTOPOHY, KOTJIa HeXKUTh Ha PAaCCTOSIHUM BHITSHYTON pyku. Cymp0a cxanwiach Hall Held, u Baiioner
CO BCE CHJIBI 3aIyCTH/Ia OYJIbIKHUK B TOJIOBY 3yOacToy TBapu. Ta MCTOIIHO 3aBU3kKajia — JIEBYIIKA
yronuia ei B rma3. HecibixanHast ynaya!

Kamuu cpimanuck u3-noj Hor, Koa 1Moj] HOrTsIMM KpOBOTOYMIIa, HO BaiioneT oTyasiHHO Jie3na
HaBepX.

Uynosuiiie 6eCHOBATIOCh, CXBATUBILIUCH 34 JIUIIO, Pa3Ma3biBajia 10 HEMY pKaBble CI'YCTKH, JIUIIIb
OT[IaJIEHHO HAlIOMUHABIIINE KPOBb.

JleBy1iKa KyjieM pyxHyJa Mo Ty cropoHy. [IprzemiieHre BHIIUIO HeYyAaYHbIM — OHA TIOJBEPHYJIA
Hory. bosb He octaHoBuIa Baitonetr. Ctpax ruHai ee mpoyb, 4epes3 KYCTh, K €/1Ba 3aMETHOMY MOJIOTHY
noporu. CMeprsinee AbIXaHHe HEKUTH OKYTBHIBAJIO IUIOTHBIM 0OJ1akoM. BationeT Gosiiach o6opayun-
BaThCsl, IOHUMAJIA, )KEHIIMHA B CaBaHE PSIOM, CTOUT COUTHCSI C PUTMA, U OCTpbIe 3yObl BOH3ATCS B
IUIOTh.

Criacenue npuiiUio Tam, rjae Baitoner ero He xkana. CTOWIO, 3a1bIXasCh, BHIOPAThCs HA AOPOTY,
KaK HEe:KUTb OTCTasa. [leBylka repecraia 4yBCTBOBATh ee 3710BoHUe. [10THbII HEHABUCTU B3IJIsI]I BCe
erie OypaBWJI CIIUHY MEKAY JIONATOK, HO OTKYa-To cOOKY. BaiioneT orBaxunack 0O0epHyTbCS U yBU-
Jefa CTpaHHyIo KapTuHy. JKeHIlMHa B caBaHe MeTajiach Ha 0O0UMHE U BOIWIA PYKaMH I10 BO3YXY,
CJIOBHO OMJIach O HEBUAMMYIO cTeHY. [asblibl CKpeOrch O HECYIIECTBYIOILYIO MPerpaay, MEepTBbIN
POT UCKa3WJICs B rpuMace J0Cafbl.

Horu noakocunucek, u Bailoner pyxHyna B 10poxHyio Tpsa3b. Cepille pBajioch u3 pedepHon
KJIETKH, Tpydb HemagHo Oonena. [eBymka ¢ Tpyaom aeimana. [loneiTka cienath riyOOKUN BIOX
HEeU3MeHHO 00opayrBajach pe3blo. Horu oTsikesn, HamIich 4yryHoM. ['0JIeHOCTOIT 4y Th MPUITYX U
OCTPOi1 OOJIBIO OT3BIBAJICS] HA TPUKOCHOBEHUSI.

Banoner nonnmara, camont e He Bcrarh. OcTaBasloch yIOBaTh HA HEKUU apTe(PaKT, CAEPKHU-
BaBIINI HEKUTh. Eciu yynoBuiie mpopseTcs Ha opory... JleByiika crapaigach 00 TOM He 1yMaTb.

TeprieHuio KeHIIMHBI B CABAHE OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO MO3aBUI0BaTh. OHA 100 HE YHUMAJACh,
TaK U 3TaK MpoOoBasia 1oOpaThcs 1O KepTBbl. Bee 310 Bpems Baiioner mpoBena B cTpaxe, HEpBbI
ObLTM HATSIHYTHI Kak cTpyHa. Korjia e HeXUTh HaKOHeIl HEOXOTHO 3aKOBbLIsLIA MPOYb, U3 AEBYIIKU
OyITO BBIHYJIM TIO3BOHOYHMK, U OHA TPSIMMYHOM KYKJIOW pacruiactaiach Ha 3emJe. JleBymka 6e3-
3ByYHO 3ariakaia. OHa omryiana ceOst TAKOW Cl1a00H, TaKOW. .. HeIoroBeuHoM. [Ipesx e ka3anoch,
CMEpTh JaJIeKo, IpuaeT yepe3 MHoro JieT. Ceroans Baiioner Pemxk 3armisiHysna el B miasza.
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PeasipHOCT BOpBaJIaCh B MBICJIH MTPUTITYIIIEHHBIM CTYKOM KOTIBIT.

Baiioner ¢ Tpyaom npunogHsiachk, yrepia cie3bl ThUIbHOW CTOPOHOM JiajioHu. Kak ke oHa
ycrama! A eme BHyTpu mycrota. Baiioner u He momo3peBasia, 4yTo Tak ObiBaeT. CIIOBHO W3 Hee
U3BJIEKJIM Bce BHyTpeHHocT. Ho motom Obutast Baitoner BepHynack. U nepBoii ee MBICIIBIO CTaIo:
«Kak s BeITIIsSIKY 7» Baiioner B maHuKe ocMoTpesia cedst U eiBa CHOBA HE pacillakaiach, HO yXke OT
nocanpl. [InaTbe B rps3u, Ha YyJIKe MOIIIA «CTPeJIKa», BEKH 10 OILIYIIeHUsM puIyxJii. Kak MoxHO
MOKa3aThCsl B TAKOM BHJE MykunHe? OcTaBajioch HaAEAThCs, YJIBIOKAa CKPACUT HEMPHUATHOE BIeYAT-
nenuie. M, mporoHsisi OCTaTKU CTpaxa, UTHOPUPYs OOJb B JIOABDKKE, BailoieT KOKeTIMBO M30THYJIa
ryOBI.

Bcagnuk nmokazasicst u3-3a IOBOPOTA U CTPEMUTENIBHO PUOIMKaiIcs K Hell. JIuib Obl 3ameTi,
He pa3jaaBui!

BcxpanHyB, KOHb B3BIJICS Ha JIHIOBI B CUMTAHBIX IIarax oT Baiioner, korjga JIMIo ee NCKa3uiioch
B HEMOM KpHKe, a pyKa UHCTUHKTUBHO MPHUKPBLIA TOJIOBY.

— D10 eme 4To? — yaapom Orya XJIECTHYJI PaBHOAYIITHBIN TOJIOC.

Baiioner o6pagoBanachk emy Kak pomHoMy. Yiada nociaia et Jaypa Jlap’Mipena cobcTBeHHOM
MIEPCOHOM.

— Kak BbI 31€Ch OKa3aMch? — PaBHOMYIITHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS WIIbEp, JAaxke He MOJAyMaB Crie-
IATHCA.

OcraBasnoch TOJBKO rafaTh, y3HAJ JIX OH €e.

— bexana.

Yucras npasaa, Mex 1y mpounM. Vibep Beb He yIOCYKUIICS YTOUYHUTD, Tlle UMEHHO OHa OKa-
3aJ1ach, 3HAYMT, peUb O JOPOTe.

bposu [Jaypa ngporayiau, 4yTb IPUNIOJHABILIUCE.

— Ot Koro xe? — OH yMyApHWJICS 331aTh YPE3BbIYATHO BEPHBII BOIIPOC.

Baitoner noxana redamu. OTKyJa ey 3HaTh, Kak Ha3bIBaJlach Ta TBaph.

— Jlyuiie moMorure MHe BCTaTh, — Kalpu3HO MOTpedoBasia OHa.

B camom [fienie, HeBeKJIMBO BOCCeIaTh Ha KOHE, KOT/Ia AaMa JISKUT B IPsI3U.

B3meTHynmch TeMHO-Cepbie MOJIbI TUIAIIA, ¥ KaOMYKH BHICOKHX CaIlor BPe3aJIUCh B pa3MsIryeH-
HYIO IOKISIMU 3EMJTIO.

— Jlenu Baiioner Pemx? — orcrpanenHo ocBegomwics [ayp u, MOKoneOaBIIUCh, TPOTSHYI
IEBYIIIKE PYKY.

Ta npuHsina ee ¢ 6arogapHoM YJIBIOKOM, TOPaI0BABIIMCh, YTO OH 3alIOMHMJI €€ UMs1. DTO TOJI0-
BUHa ycriexa. OcTaBanoch ero 3aKperuTh 1 A00paThcsl 1O KaMEHHOTO cep/la uibepa. BaiioneT He
BepuIia, OyITO CyIIECTBOBAJIM MOJIHOCTBIO PABHOMYIIIHBIE K XKEHIIIMHAM MYy>KuiHbL. OHa He TpeboBasa
JIIOOBU, BCETO JIUIIL BHUMAHUSA.

Ot pyku Jlaypa naxHyjio MOpO3HOU cBexkecThlo. CTpaHHO, Be/Ib TOJILKO HAYaIo0 HOSOPs, a TYT
OT JIAJIOHU BeeT 3UMOM. .. [ 1e ToNbKO OH ee pa3aoosu1? Bokpyr camast YTo HM Ha €CTh OCeHb, JOpOora
pa3MsIKJIa OT OECKOHEUHBIX 0k Iel. BaloneT Hacymmanach MX 3ayHBIBHOW MY3bIKH 32 BpPeMsI MyTH
Y TOPaJIOBANIACh, UYTO XOTs Obl y rpanuil CaiiTpeTa OHU MPEeKPATUIIUC.

Kak sxe ona ycrana! Jlonrue Henenu MyTd YTOMWJIM. XOTENOCh 3a0parhCsl B TOPsUYI0 BaHHY,
MIPUKPHITH 171432 U HE IBUTAThCS LIETYI0 BEUHOCTh, HO IPUXOIUIOCh KOKETHIYATh C TEMHBIM MaroM.

Yo6enuBumich, 4to BailioneT Kpenko CTOMT Ha HOTax, UJbep BHOBb CEJNl B CEAJI0 U, OOXBATHB
3a TaJIMIo, JIETKO, OyATO OHA HAYEro He BeCUIa, ycaaul JEeBYIIKY repen codoi. JIyka cemma 60imbpHO
Bpe3aJiach B MOSICHUILY, HOTM OECIOMOIIIHO TIOBHCITY HA YyTh MOAPATrMBABIIEM OT XKaXIbl ABHKEHUS
KOHCKOM OOKy. Baiioner MHCTUHKTHBHO 3aep3ajia, OTOABUIAsICh OT WIbEPa, XOTs JJIsl TOCTHKEHUS
BOKJIEJICHHOH 1IeJI TpeOoBaIoch, HA0OOPOT, MpHKaThcs K HeMy. Ho 4TO-TO BHYTpH ee HalllenThl-
BaJIO: ceivac HykHO nepxarbcsi oT laypa Jlap'pena nopasbie.

— Y10 € HOroM? — OTPHIBUCTO IOMHTEPECOBAJICS WIILEP U MPOCTEP JIEBYIO JAAOHb HAJ| paciyX-
IEH JIOABIKKOM.
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Bationer 3axmypuiachk ot BHe3arHou 60m. [To Koy Oy/ITo BOH3UIMCH OTHEHHBIE UTJIBI, pa3-
BOpauMBasi BEHbl. 3aTeM Kap CMEHHUJICS] XOJIOAIOM, OYeHb CTPAHHBIM, MOTHIIbHBIM. [loceiHee cpas-
HEHHUEe 3aCTaBUJIO MCKOCA TIISIHYTh Ha Wibepa. BaiioneT Tep3any cMyTHbIE COMHEHUSI, He TPUMEHIT
JI1 OH HEKHYe Yapbl. YBBI, 10 Jlaypa HUUero He BeIpaxano. BOmisu oHO MoKa3anoch CUMITATHYHBIM,
aaxe sPKO BBIPAXEHHAs] XUIIHOCTb HE MOPTUJIA CKYJBITYPHBIX uepT. Tonbko Obl He 3Ta OTpeleH-
HOCTb. .. TeMHOMY Mary He ObUIO esa 10 OKPYKaIoIIero Mupa u tem oonee 1o Baiiorner.

— 51 yxe roBopuia, — C JIETKMM pa3IpakeHneM HAllOMHIJIA JEBYIIIKa, — s yraja.

CoBceM He Tak OHA MPECTaBIIsIA UX BCTPEUy, COBCEM He TaK JIOJKEH BECTH ceOsl MyKUMHa
B MIOIOOHON CUTYAaIIWH.

— Ilepenom, BbIBUX?

OH cniparmBaJ Tak, CJIOBHO YTOUHSLT OTBET Ha 9K3aMeHe. Hu kanebku COuyBCTBH S, HU TOJIMKH
COXJICHUSI ¥ JKEJIAaHUSI TIOMOYb.

— Ilouem mHe 3HaTh! — pbipkHYIa Baitoner.

PaznpaxeHnue BHyTpU ee CKOHIIEHTPHPOBAJIOCH B IUITSIIIAIMA [1ap, TECHUBIININ CEPALIE U3 TPY/IH.
HecHocHbill rpyOusiH! BaiiosnieT oka3zasia eMmy BEIUKYIO YeCTh, U30paB OyayIuM MykeM. XaM, Cellb-
CKUM KUTEJIb, HO HUKAK HE FAJIAHTHBIA JJBOPSHUH.

— Tax y3naiite. 3a0HO COOOITUTE TPUIUHY, TIO KOTOPOU BBI 3/16Ch OKA3aJIHCh.

W3 rpynu Baiioner BbipBaJicsi XpHIl — MOJaBJIeHHOE KeJlaHue BbhicKas3aTh [laypy Bce, 4TO OHa
0 HEeM JIyMaJa.

— Mexay npounM, — 3anajibuMBO 3asBUJIA OHA, — BAC CJIEJOBAJIO ObI IPUBJIEYb K OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTH 32 MOKYIIIEHUE Ha KU3Hb OJIArOPOIHON JIETH.

— Mens? — ynuBieHHO MOAHSUT OpOBH Wibep. — [lomuityiite, Baiia KU3Hb MEHSI HU KalleIbKu
He uHTepecyet. [ToHATHS He MMelo, YTO IPUBEJIO Bac CIoa, HO YiKe 3aBTpa Bac 311ech He Oynert. [Tona-
raio, MapKu3 yxke pa3bICKHBaeT J104b 110 Beel Jlernu u oOpajtyercsi, Moy4YrB BECTOUKY O €€ MeCTO-
HaXOJK/ICHUH.

Tonbko He 310!

Baiiorner xotenoch Kpuuarh, TpeOGOBaTh, YMOJISATh, YTOOBI OH HUYETrO He MHCAJT OTIly, HO OHA
MOIJIa JIUIIb OeCCHIIBHO KycaTb ryObl. Ceiiyac He camblid JIyUIIIUi MOMEHT, HY)KHO YCIIOKOUTBCS U
JIMIIb TIOTOM OpOCHThCS B 00i. Ha CHITBIN keNynoK, y KaMHHA UJIbep OKaXKEeTCsl CTOBOPUYHBEE.

— JlagHO, ommycTHM BOIIPOC BAIllero MepeMeleHus1, — MIJIOCTUBO cMeHm Temy layp u Oecrie-
PEMOHHO TMOATSIHYJI IEBYIIKY OJIMKe, MOsICHUB: — MIHaue CMHSKOB HaObeTe. DTO JIOMIa/Ib, a HE MSATKOE
cueHbe KUMaxa. Tak oT Koro Bbl Oexanu?

Nnbep MacTepcku Biiajies1 MICKyCCTBOM JO3HABATEN S, PUTBO3/IMII )KEPTBY K CTEHE CaMbIM IJ1aB-
HBIM BOIIPOCOM, KOTJIa Ta paccnaduiiach M repectaia KOHTponupoBath Mbiciu. M Baitorner 6e3 pas-
QMU OTBETHUJIA:

— OT MepTBOIi KEeHIIMHBI ¢ Ky4el 3yOoB. [Jopora nmoyemy-To ee He MmycTuJIa.

— Emme 6b1, — (OBIPKHYT WIbEP, — 51 TUYHO 03a00TUJICSA YCTAHOBKOW 3KpaHOoB. Onummre ee! —
notpedoBajl OH U, 3aKJII0YKMB MOIOOPOIOK JIEBYIIIKM MEXAYy OOJBIIUM M YKa3aTeJIbHBIM IMaJbIEM,
Pa3BEpHYJI JIMIIOM K cele.

Baiiorner TsKKO B3IOXHYJIA, BOCKpeIasi B MaMsITH HEJJABHUI KOIIMap, W MocTapaiach MaKCHU-
MaJIBHO TOYHO BOCIPOM3BECTH BHEITHOCTh HexkUTH. OHa 3aMeTHIa, Kak Mo Mepe ee paccKasa TeM-
HEJM 1J1a3a, CKUMATUCh YemocT codeceiHuKka. ToMy SIBHO He HpaBWJIACh Pa3Ty/MBaBIlas Ha CBO-
6ome mokorHMIIA. XOTsI KOro Obl OHa 00pagoBasia’?

— Ee Hafgo yHUUTOXUTH, — Oe3aneuisauMoHHO 3asBui [ayp u, ormycTtus ymno Baiioner, pas-
BEpHYJI JIOMIab. — VMl HATH TOTO WM TO, UTO ee MpoOyauiio. Bel moBcTpevanu CTpery.

U Bce, HUKaKKX MOSICHEHUH, Oy/ITO OHA ¢ MJIaJIeHYeCTBa U3ydasa OecTHapHId.

— A xak xe?..

CnoBa 3acTpsiii B ropie, KOrja Jioma/ib, TOBUHYSICH MPUKA3y XO35MHA, Nepelnuia Ha phbiCh.
Heyxenu unbep coOupascs OXOTUTBCSI HA HEBEIOMYIO CTphIry BMecTe ¢ Baitoner? Tloxoxke Ha TO.
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Koria KoHb CBEpHYJ € TOPOrH, YCTPEMUBIIIUCH K 3HAKOMBIM OCTaTKaM KaMEHHOU CTEHbI, COMHEHUIA
¥ BOBCE HE OCTAJIOCh.

— 41 6otock! OcraBbTe MeHs Ha opore!

Baiionet B oTuastHUM BIETTIACH B KOHCKYIO TPHBY, CTPEMsICh yaepkaTh paBHOBecHue. Ee moTasno
13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, IPO3s BLIOPOCUTH U3 celia. B utore, mpe3pes npaBuia MPUIMIKS, JeBYIIIKA
HAMepTBO BIENNIACH B KYPTKY Wibepa. ToT He Bo3paxkan. [laypa 3aHUMau cOOCTBEHHbBIE MBICITH, a
HE TeJIOJBVIKeHUs U clladble mpoTtecThl Baiioner. OHa OBICTPO 3TO cOOOpa3wia U CMUPUIIACH C HEU3-
OeKHbIM, OTYASBIIINCH JOCTYUYaThCs 10 pa3yMa Wibepa.

Konp jerko mepemaxnyn uepe3 orpany, Baitoner HakpbUia Junkas BojHa crpaxa. Cepmare
ckasia HeBeZioMasi pyKa, OTYEero JbIXaHue CTajlo YacThIM, MOBEPXHOCTHBIM. Baiioner Oosiiach HOBOM
BCTPEYH CO CTPHITOM, MeuTasa, YToObl OHA HE COCTOsUIach. YBHI, Jlaypa oOypeBaivi TPOTHBOMONIOXK-
Hble kenanusa. OTIYCTUB TIOBO/bs, OH HETOPOIUIMBO CTSHYJ MEpUaTky ¢ mpaBod pyku. K cyactbio
1uist BaitonieT, oHa He Bujiesa, 4TO CKPBIBAJIOCh MOJ MSATKOUM KoXkel ssrHeHKa. Ee BHUMaHue 11eJTMKOM
COCPEIOTOUNIIOCh Ha COOCTBEHHOM O€30MacHOCTH.

[Mameie Jaypa cxany BO3IyX U MOTSHYJIU 32 HEBUJUMYIO HUTh. BO3/1yX BOKpYT MpaBo¥ JiaJIoH!
MIHOBEHHO CTYCTHJICS, TIPEe0OPa30BaBIIMCh B YePHUIIBHYIO Cliupasib. VI3Mopo3b onanwia ek Baii-
OJIeT, 3aCTaBUB 3KMYPHUTHCS, a WIbEP MEK/Iy TeM MPOIOJIKaJl KOMAOBaTh. [1aJtbiibl JIOBKO niepedu-
paJti, CMaThIBAJIN B KJIyOOK TEMHO-CUHHUE HUTH, TTOKa He ocTaiach oqHa. OHa IPOTSHYJIaCh OT JIAJIOHU
Jlaypa 10 HeOOJBIIIOro MpUropka M 4yTh MOAparuBaga OT AyHOBeHHS Bo3ayxa. Kazamock, moTsHu
ele HeMHOT0, TopBeTcst. Ho uiibep CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAJ: 5TO BUAUMOCTb.

Jlomaap 3axpanesna, OTKa3bIBasCh MPUOIMKATHCA K HEXHUTH, ofHaKo Jlayp yaapamu XJbicTa
YIPSMO pa3 3a pa3oM pa3BopauuBal ee K MpUropky. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI CTPHITY, TPAKTUIESCKH BUJIEI
CTYCTOK Mpaka BMECTO ee cep/lla, YepHYyI0 KPOBb B BEHaX.

HexuTh Hamasa nepBoi, CTOJb e CTPEMUTENBLHO, KaK B MepBbld pa3. Ho Termepb oHa MoKycH-
JIach Ha WIIbepa, KOTOPBIA MOT TPOTHBOIIOCTABUTH HEUTO OOJIbIIee, YeM OCTpPhIii KAMEHb.

Baiioner mokazanock, Oyaro mup B3opBascs. [TopsiB BeTpa pa3merain ee Bojockl. Eciu Obl He
pyka [laiipa, BoBpeMsi OOXBaTUBINAs 3a TaJIMIO, JAEBYIIKa MojeTesa Obl Ha 3emimio. Ha koxe Tuis-
CaJI OTTOJIOCKU OArpstHOTO IIAMEHH, KOTOpPOe MoYeMy-TO He OOKHrasio, a, HA00OpOT, 3aMOPaKH-
Bajio. [laxe motas eBpaibcKast CTyka MO CPaBHEHUIO C HUM Ka3ajiach MAalCKUM TMOTOXUM THEM.
Ecnu 661 OHa OTBaXMJIACh TIOBEPHYTH TOJIOBY, OTKPBITH IJ1a3a, TO yBHea Obl, Kak OT JagoHu Jlaypa k
CTpBITe TIOTSHYJIUCH IECTKU HUTEH-TIAy THHOK, 0€3)KaJTOCTHO MCCyIIasi HeXuTh. [lapa MUHYT, U KeH-
[IIMHA PyXHYJIa Ha 3eMJII0, TIPEBPATUBIINCH B PA3IOKUBIINANACS TPYI: Marusi YHUUTOKUJIA BOJIOCHI,
BBIKIJIa KOXKY JI0 KocTeld. [TomymaB, niibep HeOpe:KHO KPYTHYJI 3aMSICTheM, ¥ CUHEE TUIaMS TTOTJTIOTHJIIO
KepTBy. OT CTPBITU OCTAIACh TOJIBKO TOPCTKA TIETLIa.

— Boimpixaiite! — HeOpexHo paspenv [Jayp v Hajen nepyatky. — Baia npecienoBarebHUIA
MepTBa ¥ JIMIIIEHA TIOCMEPTHS.

Bationet mproTKpblIa CHavYasIa OJMH I71a3, 3aTeM BTOPOU | MpHHIOXajiack. CHIIBHO MaxJio 030-
HOM, KaK I0CJIe TPO3bI.

— B cnenytommii pa3, — Ha3uJaTeIbHO 3aMETHIT UJIbep, HECTICITHBIM I1arOM HaIlpaBUB KOHS
00paTHO K orpaje, — He ryJsiTe o CainTpeTy 6e3 MpoBOKATHIX. ITO HE MECTO ISl TMKHUKOB.

— 41 He cobupaach, MPOCTO HUKTO HE KeJa. . .

CoOcTBeHHBIE 00BSICHEHUS TIOKA3AJIUCh JIEBYIIIKE KAJTKUMU, U OHA 3aMOJTYaIa.

— A Boi?.. A oHa?.. — BaiionieT nepefiepHyJia 1jedyamMu 1 ¢ OMacKou OIJIsHY/Iach.

Huxkaxkoii crpeiru. KpoBu TOXe HET, Teja WM 4ero-To JIPyroro, YTo HaoMUHAIIO Obl O HEXKUTH,
TOJILKO B BeTpe KPYXKUTCS TOPCTKA Terlia.

XoJmo[ MOCTerneHHO OTCTYTA, CKUMABIIHMIA Cep/lle KyJaK ucdes.

— Bbl comHeBaeTech B MOMX CIIOCOOHOCTAX? — yauBuics Jlayp u, 3anpuMeTuB CBajJieHHbIC Ha
3emJie AeBUYbU MOXKUTKH, CBEPHYJI K HUM. — 3aBepsiio, Marusi MHTEpPeCcyeT M Bcerjia MHTepecoBaa
MeHs1 OOJTbIIIe JIOBIM M3MEHHUKOB. Baiie? — OH yka3an Ha mokjiaxy Baiioner.
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Ona HEMHOT0 IoCTpa/iasia OT 'HEBa CTPHITU. Bosibilie Bcero 10CTanoch Y4eMoiaHy : HeXXUTh OOKY-
cajia eMy yIJIbl, IOMIOPTHUB YacCTbh OfIEK/IbI.

JleByllIKa KUBHYJIA.

— He 3a0ynpTe XOpOIIEHBKO BCE MPOKUISATUTH MM XOTsI Obl 00padOTaTh CMEChIO HAIIATHIPS U
JIMMOHHOTO COKa, — rocoBeToBasl Jlayp. — B cTpbire nmpakTuyecku OTCYTCTBYET TPYIHBIH 51, HO ee
CJTIOHA CTTIOCOOHA BBI3BATh CUJIBHOE Pa3[pakeHue.

TpynHsi 5171, eqxkas cmoHa — y Baitorner 3akpyskuiach ronosa. Cepatie cCHoBa 00JI€3HEHHO Cxka-
nock. Hesxenanue kydepa exarb B CalTpeT yxe He Ka3ajaoch KarpusoM. OcTaBaoch TOJIBKO TaaTh,
KaK TYT MOT' KTO-TO JKHTb.

— Y10 )€ MHe C BaMu JienaTh? — 3alyMaJics Wibep.

Borpeku oxxuganusM, OH He CIIeInII 3a0paTh BEIIM CIYTHUIIBL. XOTs He TBOPSTHCKOE 3TO N0
— TacKaTh YeMOJaHbI.

— BblI ke He MPOroHuTe MeHs1, Wibep? — ¢ MOJILOOK B3MaxHYyJIa pecHULIaMH Bafioner.

Omna nocrapajiack, YToObI €€ roJIoc JPOXkKaj — COBCEM HECIIOKHO TOCIIEe MEPEKUTOro Kommapa.
Xopomo Obl BCIUIAKHYTh, HO JEBYIIKa oracajiach nepeurpatb. OHa noMHWiIa oTHomeHue [daypa
TearpajibHbIM 3(pdeKTam.

— He Gecrokoiitech, Musienu, st He OpoIITy Bac Ha JOPOTe B PACCTPOCHHBIX YyBCTBAX.

OH xoTer ere 4To-To JOOABUTH, HO TIepeyMaJl, OrpaHUIMBIINCH BHUMATEIBHBIM, YyTh JyKa-
BBIM B3IJIsIIOM. BafionetT Ha MUT 1OKa3aioch, WIbep pasrajia ee IyIaHbl ¥ COOUpasIcss HEMHOTO 1o3a-
0aBUTKCS, MyCTh 9TO M HE B €10 XapakTepe. Miu eByIike Bce MPUBUIEIIOCH — CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO JIUIO
Jlaypa mpHHsIIO TpekHee PaBHOLYIIIHOE BhIpaKeHHeE.

— He myraiitecs! — nmpeayrnipeans wibep U KOCHYJICS MOYKH yXa, TJie MOOJeCKMBAI ejBa 3aMeT-
HBIT OECIIBETHBIN KaMellleK.

B criepyomuii MUr mMpoCTpaHCTBO BOKPYT HUX 3aUCKPUIIOCh, 00pPa30BaB TEMHBIN 3USIONIAIA
nipoxof. OH 3aTsHyJ U JIolIab, 1 000MX CEIOKOB, BHIOPOCHB BaiioneT Tam, rae oHa Tak MeuTasia OKa-
3atbest. TYT Jiexkas CHer, B BO3/lyXe BUTAJ 3alax AbiMa, HABOJS HA MBICJIH, YTO M3HAYAIBHO JIEBYIIIKA
yroguia coBceM B apyrou Caitper.
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I'maBa 6

3akanuisBImce, Baiioner He cpasy npuiiuia B ce0s. Jlerkue crierka nodanuBaim, B Topie rnep-
mmito. 3ato [layp psaaoM — ee OCHOBHAS LIEJb.

Jlomrazp nitbepa HETOPOIUTMBO OpeJia BAOJb JIOMOB, HAPSJHO YKPAIICHHBIX K OYyIyIIM Tpa3/-
HukaM. To 31€ech, TO TaM ¢ KapHHA3a CBEIIMBAJIMCH TUTIOL] MJIM BETKA OMEJIBI. SIpKas myaHceTus npuiaja
eqBa JIM He Ha KaX/J0M OKHe. JIerkuil CHe:KOK MPHUITOPOIIIII TPOTYaphl, 100aBUB MM CKa30YHOCTH.
Tonbko HOsIOph Havascs, a yxe 3uMa! Ho ceBep, OH Takol, Bce 31aech HacTynaet panbine. [lo ciy-
Xam, Jjake BecHa — HegapoM CailTpeToM MpaBUiId Mar. A ele OHM XKYTKO He JIIOOWIU, KOTraa BMe-
MIMBAJIMCh B UX Jena. Baiioner He ynuBmiack Obl, Y3HaB, YTO M HEXUTh HA I'PaHUIE C OOBIYHBIMU
rpaccTBaMM BBITYCTU/IM ClielMaibHO. BoT TeGe nopora, Tak u ObITh, TyTELIECTBYH, a 3a €€ Mpe/eJibl
HE BBICOBBIBANICS.

I'opoz, HECOMHEHHO CTapblid, POU3BEI HA JIEBYIIKY BlieyaTieHue. CTonuia coBceM Jpyrad,
MOJIHas1, IEPECTPOCHHAsI B YTOfly 3HATH. 3[IeCh ke BpeMst OyaTo 3acTeuio. Cepble HeoOpaboTaHHbIE
KaMHH, BBICOKME ILIWIN, aPOYHBIE OKHA C NEPEMBIUKON MocepeauHe. Kpbly ¢ OCTpbIM KOHBKOM,
TpyOOUHCT O3 CTPaxOBKH HE YAEPKUTCS.

— 970 4T0? — penmmiack CIpocuTh BaiioneT, Koraa CHoOBa CMOIJIa IBIIATh CBOOOIHO.

— Caiurper.

— A pasBe 310 He?..

— Kakas Bam pazHuna? — rpy0o, He cKpblBast pazapaxenus nepeou Jayp. — Ha nocyre nouu-
TaeTe SHUMKJIonen0. [IpoBOANTb SKCKYPCHIO 111 IPA3AHBIX JAEBUILl HE COOUPAIOCH.

Baitoner Hacynuiace. Mibep cHOBa rokasal 3yObl, KOTopble HeHanonro ciupsartai. Hy aa, rymno
HaJIEAThCS Cpa3y HAJIAAUTh KOHTAKT. | OpoJ Tak ropoz, MpUMeT Kak JaHHOCTb, IOTOM YTOYHMT. XOTS
crpaHHoO, CaliTpeT BeJjb aBTOHOMHas1 Marn4eckasi o0JacTb.

— Kyna mbl, unbep?

[MonaGmonas 3a criyTHUKOM, BaiiorneT yoenuiach: OHU IBMKYTCS K 3apaHee HAMEYEeHHOH 11eIH.
Jlayp 4acTeHbKO CBOpauMBaJl C LIMPOKUX YJIUI] B y3KUE MTPOYJIKM U BPEMEHAMU IPUBCTaBaJl Ha CTpe-
MEHAX, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BbICMaTpHUBasl.

Ot nnbepa crapauch aepxarbces nogaisiie. CTOMIO My MOKa3aThCs, TOPOKAHE CKPHIBAJIMCH
B JIABKaX WJIM 3aMHUPATH B ITyOOKHMX MOKJIOHAX. Tak MpuUBETCTBOBAJIM TOJBKO MMIIepaTopa. B ronoy
3aKpaslach KpaMoJibHasi MbIC/Ib: He noctaBui Jiu ceds Jdayp Jlap’MpeH Bblie npassiieil 1uHacTumn?
Ho nopel Baitoner octaBuiia ee npu ceoe.

— B roctunuiy. Xotst Mory 6pocuTh Bac Ha OMMKaiIel MIomaiy.

JleBy1ika HeI0BOIBHO 3aconesa. OHa paccunThiBaja 0OOCHOBAThCSA B lIoMe rpada, a He Kopo-
TaTh THM JIO TIpUE3/ia ponuTenell B MeOIMpPOBaHHOW KOMHare. Pa3 Tak, HeoOX0IMMo JefiCTBOBATb.
Baifoner He A TOro npopgesana CToib JOJTMI U ONMACHBIA MyTh, YTOOBI BEPHYThCA TyHa, C YEro
Havaja.

— borock, y MEHS HE OCTaIOCh JEHET, — COKPYLIEHHO B3[I0XHYJIa JAEBYLIKA.

I'onoc KpOTOK M THX — cama OeCOMOIIIHOCTh U CMYLLEHHE.

— N7 — Nibep npourHopupoBal HamexK.

—Hy...

Baiioser npoBeJia najpuuKOM 0 OOTSAHYTOU cepoil Koxel Jiyke cefia. I1ycTb cam npeioxur,
HEJIb35 JABUTh.

— Jlenu, BBI MeHs ¢ KeM-To TyTaete. [laBaiite pa3 u HaBcerga pasoepemcsi. — YToObl puaaTh
BECOMOCTH CBOUM CJIOBaM, WIbep Jake HaTsHYJ MOBOIbs. Yyxkoe yqoOCTBO ero Majo 3a00THIIO — OH
3aMep akKypar [ocpeiy IIyMHO# ynuipl. — 51 He reprior bepuit, — ums ObIBIIETo jkeHUXa MPO3BYYAIO
3BOHKOM IOIIEYMHON, — U HE HAMEPEH Ha BAC )KEHUTHCS.

—Ho 4... Ho 4... Ho g 1 He nipoiity Bac )eHuThCs1! — Bbinaawia Baitoner.
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[lexkn ee mbUIanM, B TPyAM KJIOKOTana gocaga. OHa cumTana cebs YyMHOW M PacueTIMBOM,
OJIHAKO WJIbep OBICTPO PacKycul ee TuiaH. [Ipruxoaunoch BEIKPYUIMBATLCS, UMIIPOBU3UPOBATD.

— be3mepHo paj 31O ciblaTh, — cyxo oto3Basics Jlayp. — A TO 51 HauaJl CUATaTh Bac KPyIJion
aypoit, nequ Pex. OqHON U3 TeX, KOro MHE €XKEerofiHO CBATaloT.

[Mansier Baitonet cxxanuck. OHa OPa0Baiach, 4TO UIbEp HE BUIUT €€ JIUIA: Ha HEM 3aCThUIO
BbIpaKEHUE, HEJOCTOMHOE JIEIU.

Kak cBbIcoka oH pasroBapuBai ¢ Heil! Kak nmpeHeOpekuTeIbHO OT3bIBANICS O MPeICTaBUTEb-
HUIIaX, HECOMHEHHO, Jiyummx poros! CkiansiBaiock BrieyamieHue, oynro Hayp Jlap’Upen neiicteu-
TEJIbHO BO3OMHIJT ceOs1 BiacTemHoM Jleruu.

— INo3BosbTe MOMOOOIBITCTBOBATh, MUJIOP/, — BaiionieT HaMepeHHO MCIOIb30Bajla HEBEPHYIO
bopmy oOparrieHus1, xenast OTOMCTUTh, YKOJIOTh XOTh B MEJIOUH, — Y€M K€ OHHM Bac He YCTpauBaioT?

OTBeT nopasui:

— PaKTOM CBOETO CYIIIECTBOBAHUS.

— To ecTb? — HAaXMypHUIIACh JIEBYIIIKA.

W 1u maneiiero BHUMaHMA K «Muitopy» ! CioBHo [aypy mieBars, xots1 Baiiosner npekpacHo
MOHMMaJa, 310 He Tak. Hemapom B Jlermn cpopmupoBasiack ocodasi popma oOparieHusi, BOBCe He
Kak J1anb Mojie. «Mbep» 03Hauasl BBICIIYIO BJIACTD HE TOJIBKO HaJl )KUBBIMHU, HO M Hal MepTBbIMH. OT
MOCJIeJHETo N0 Koke mpoderaym Mypamku. CeroaHs BaiioneT kpaeM 11a3a BUena, B YeM 3aKoya-
JIach 3Ta BJIACTb.

— A 4to BaM, COOCTBEHHO, HEMOHSTHO, MUJIeAU? — HACMEILIMBO MouHTepecoBaics [ayp u,
HaKOHell, yBU/IEJ TOTO, KOTO UCKaJL.

K coxanenuio, cermmrbcst ¥ IOTOBOPUTH C MYKUMHOM MPSIMO cefYac OH He MOT, OCTaBaJIOCh
HaJesIThCs, TOT JaeKo He yineT. Eme onuH noBox ams gocaipl. eHb He 3a/1aiicsi ¢ caMoro yTpa,
IIEJIKAJI TI0 HOCY Pa3IMYHbIMU MesiodyamH. JIagaHo, XOTsi Obl OTHO JIeJI0 HYKHO JIOBECTHU 0 KOHIa. U
WIbep yaapui 1o OOKaM KOHsI. Yike He10Iro, OyKBaJIbHO COTHSI METPOB.

— AX J1a, — CTIOXBaTHJICS WIIbep, 100aBUB B TOJIOC YyTOUKY si/1a, — Balll MUPOK BEPTUTCSI BOKPYT
cBageO U BHITOAHBIX MapTuil. K coxkaneHuio, y Hac pasHble B3MJIsAbl Ha kU3Hb. VM K cYacThio —
CMOTPsI C KaKOW CTOPOHBI MOCMOTPeTh. Eci Obl MEHsI BOJIHOBAJIM CEMEWHBIE JieJ1a, UMIIEpUsl JABHO
OBl TIOTpsI3JIa BO MpakKe.

He 6ompiiie 1 He MeHbIe. BaiioeT He MOrJIa TOBEPUTh, UTO KTO-TO MO3BOJIUT ceOe TTOI00HYI0
Iep30CTb.

— Hanomunaro, — Ternepb Mmpuiiia ee odepenpb 3aMOpPakuBaTh B3MISIIOM, — Jlerrelt mpaBuT pox
I'panumos.

— 41 He mpeTeH1yI0 Ha TPOH, — MOPA3UTEIBLHO CIIOKOMHO BO3pa3ml Jlayp 1 OCTAaHOBMIICS Y KOHO-
BSI3U TOCTUHUIIBI «30JI0TOM OBEH», — MOsI 3a00Ta — 00ECIIEYUTh ero CYIECTBOBAHKE.

Touka Bbinuia Becomoid. IlocnenHee cloBO WiIbep OCTAaBIII 32 COOOM, YeM erile OoJIbIie pa3o-
3mun Baitoner. OHa ¢ yJOBOJNBCTBMEM OTITYCTHJIA OBl KOJIKOCTb B €ro ajipec, XOTs Obl CTHCHYJA B
najbliax Beep, HO MepBOe CTABMIIO KPECT Ha ee TUIaHaX, a BTOPOro JIEBYIIKa C COOOM He 3aXBaTHa.
[puninock CMUPUTBLCS ¥ 3aMKcaTh HA cYeT OyayIero Myxa.

Jlayp nepBbIM COCKOYMII HA MOCTOBYIO U CHSUT JIEBYIIKY € ceyia. Ero masiblisl HEMpUsITHO XOJI0-
i, To i oT nepexkuThix Baiionet sMormid, To JiM 1o MpUYMHe HeIaBHEro KongoBcTBa. OnHAKO Ha
CMEHY MypalikaM ObICTPO MPUIILIO APyroe yyBcTBO. OHO pacTeKJIOCh MO TeTy PACILIaBISHHOW MaTo-
KO, TOJIKAJIO 3a/iepKaTh MTHOBEHHE, Kperye MpukaTh JIaloHu Jlaypa K Tajuu, 3aKpbiTh I71a3a. .. Ho
WIIbEp yKe yOpasl pyKH, OCTaBUB MOcJIe ceOst JISTKUH MPUBKYC ropevr. BaioneT oTorHaia HEmoHsITHbIE
OIIYIIECHUS U TOMBITATIACh COCPEIOTOUUTHCS Ha HacTosimeM. Jlayp YTO-TO TOBOPHJI, HO YIIIH CIIOBHO
3aBOJIOKJIO TYMaHOM, OHA BUJIEJA JIMIIh O33BYYHO IeBesImecs Iyobl. B urore 1o cozHanus nosne-
TEJIM JIMIIb TIOCTIEIHUE CIIoBA: «...3a0epeT Bac». [leBymnika Hamopimia nepeHocuily. besycioBHo,
peub 00 otue. Mnbep npemynpexaan, YTo U3BECTUT €ro, HWIero HOBOTO. A BOT OCTasibHOE?..

— IIpoctuTe, ubep, He MOIIIM OBl BBl IOBTOPHUTH? — MpOKAILIsiack Baiioner.
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OTKyza TONBbKO B3sUIach BHE3aHask ITyxoTta?

— YT10 MMEeHHO?

Jlayp mpuBsi3a KOHSI M HANpaBWIICS K OOJIBIIMM CTEKJISTHHBIM, YKpalIeHHbIM BUTpaKaMu U
3aTEeMJIMBBIM JIATYHHBIM OPHAMEHTOM JIBEPSIM rOCTUHHUITB. OH Aaxe He MOogyMall MPeAoKUTh Aame
PYKY, CIEIMAIBHO MOAYEPKUBast JUCTAHIIMIO MEXy HUMU. [IeKypHuBIIHMiA y BXOa IIBEHIap B pac-
IIITOM raJTyHAMH JIMBPEe — HEBEPOATHO ISl TAKOM IITyIIN! — MO0O0CTPACTHO pacnaxHyl asepb. OH
u30eraja CMOTpeTh Ha Wibepa. Bpsa i ciydaitHo.

— Tak uro, munegu?

OcTaHOBUBIIKCH Ha NTOPOTe, WILEP pa3BepHYJCs K Baitoner.

— Huwuero. ITpocrute.

[Nocne KOpOTKUX Pa3MBIIICHUI AEBYIIIKA CIUCAIa BPEMEHHYIO ITTyXOTy Ha BOJTHEHHE W OTKa-
3aJ1ach OT HAMEPEHUs y3HaTh, YTO MPOITYCTUIIA: 3aUeM ellle OOJbIle pa3Ipaxarhb wibepa?

Jlayp ynoBieTBOpeHHO KMBHYII. HecMOTpst Ha MOBEPXHOCTHOCTh 3HAKOMCTBA, Baitoner ycriena
MIOHSATH: Tpad He Tepres JTOObIX pepeKaHui.

XOJUT TOCTUHHMITB 3a7TMBAJT POBHBIH TEIUIBIN CBET. BIOIH OOUTHIX TEPPAKOTOBHIMU O0OSIMHU CTEH
BBICTPOWJIKCH TLTIOIIEBBIE JUBaHbl. OcTaibHOE CBOOOIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO 3aHUMAJIM KaJKU C pacTe-
HUsAMH. VX KUpHBIE ONecTsIIe JMCThsl Pa3UTEIbHO KOHTPACTHPOBAIM C OSJIM3HOM TPOTYapoB 3a
okHamu. He obominock 6e3 kapTiH. Xo03sieBa MPeAoYUTaIN HATIOPMOPTHI.

— MpI TouHO He B AHIle? — ycoMHusIach Baitoner.

OT «30510TOr0 OBHa» BESUIO PECHEeKTa0eTbHOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO HE OKMIAellb BCTPETUTD 32 TIpe-
JeNaMH CTOJUIIBL.

— AobcomotHo. He octaBimio ke s 10ub Mapku3a CoHKca B TiepBoil nonasieiics asipe! Ipu-
3HalTEeCh, MUJIENU, — I'YOBI UJIbepa TPOHYJIA €/1Ba 3aMeTHasl yJIbIOKa, — BBl IMEHHO TaK TyMaJld.

HeByiiika onmyctuia ronoBy. ClI0KHO niepeurparh Maructpa TallHOM CTpaxu.

HeOpe:xHO 00J0KOTHBIINCH O CTONKY, MIIbep HaKaJl HA KHOTIKY 3BOHKA. XJIOMHYJA JBEpPb MOJI-
COOHOTO MOMEIIeHU s, IBUB 3aTSHYTOrO B CMEIITHOW KaHapeeuHbli clopTyk nopthe. [1pu Buze daypa
OH HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJI U TIOTSIHYJICS K TOpPITy, OYATO XOTes 0caaduTh HeBUAUMYIO nietio. Vibep ¢ rpu-
Macol cMepTeJIbHOM CKYKH HaOMIoIalT 3a CYJOPOKHBIMY JBUKCHUSIMH €T0 TaJIbIIeB.

— ITo6po noxanoBats, uinbep! — [lopThe HakOHEI COBJIAIA ¢ COOOM M BHIMYYMIT TPUBETCTBEH-
HYIO YJIBIOKY. — JJaBHEHBKO BBl Y HAC He ObLn !

— IlepecranbTe TpsiCTHCH, s He 1o Baiy aymy. Jleau, — ayp pa3BepHyJcs, yka3aB Ha BHUMa-
TeJIbHO HAOMIOZIABINYIO 32 CIieHKOW Baiioner, — Hy’KHO yCTPOMTh Ha HEIENI0, MOXET, UyTh OOJIbIIIe.
Omna pasMuHyJach ¢ 6araxom, NolieTe Koro-Huoyap 3a ee Bemamu. MecTo s ykaxy. Vv mratHbii
MOPTaJIbIIMK OAATH B 3aroe?

— Hukak Her, Bamma... mpoctute, wibep! — Mo-BOEGHHOMY OTpPAriOpTOBAJT MOPThE, JaKe BHITS-
HYJICSl BO (PPYHT.

— Bor u cnaBHO, — GaromyiHo 0To3Bascs TeMHOM Mar. Ceifuac OH HATIOMUHAJ CHITOTO KOTa. —
Cuer BoicTaBuTe... — Jlayp nmovecasn nogdopoaok. — Tak u ObITh, HA MOe uMs. Jlenu mpereprena
HEKOTOpbIe Heyn0OCTBa, HEOOXOAUMO UX KOMITEHCUPOBaTh. OHa MOXKET BBHIOPATh JIOOYI0 KOMHATY TIO
CBOEMY BKYCY.

— Byner ucnonueHo, uibep!

JleBylIKy HauaJIM pa3apakarb ITOT CTpax v HenoHsATHoe padosemnue. [ayp Jlap'UpeH — purypa
COJIUJIHASI, HO HE HY’KHO €r0 JeMOHU3UPOBATb.

— IIpomaiite, Muieau.

Baitoner nymana, oH xoTsi Obl OAOWAET K HEW, HO, yaaauB Aena, Jlayp HampaBWICS MpSMU-
KOM Ha yiuity. Onpesie/ieHHO, KOMY-TO HeIOCTaBaJI0 BocuTaHus. [leBymika Moria Obl OTOMCTUTD,
BBIOpaTh KOPOJIEBCKHIA JIIOKC, HO ToOeperiia AeHsru Oyayiero cyrnpyra. O ToclieTHeM elile mpejicTo-
SJI0 HABECTH CIpaBKu. YeM ckopee, TeM JIydlle.
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[Noka Baiioner npuHuMasna BaHHY, ONIEPATUBHO JOCTaBUIM Oarak. [JoBosIbHAS, IEBYIIKa Tepe-
ofiesiach B OJIHO M3 YIIEJIEBIMX TUIATheB U CIycThIach BHU3. Hauats paccrpocsl BaiioneT pemma ¢
MOPTHE: OH SIBHO BcTpeual [laypa npexnie.

Oxazanock, Wibep He COBpa, TOpoj, B KOTOPOM OHAa OMyTHJIACh, HOCKJI TO € Ha3BaHUE, YTO
1 Kpait TeMHOW Maruu. [TpokuBam 31ech B OCHOBHOM HOCHTENN (PHOJIETOBOW KPOBH.

— M1 ¢ Bamu, — (paMIITBSIPHO TIOLITYTUJ TTOPThE, — €/1Ba JIM He €IMHCTBEHHBIE OOBIYHbIC JTIOM.
[TosTroMy ocTOpOXHEE, MUJIETH, — CYeJl CBOMM JOJTOM MpPEeAyNpeauTh OH, — MECTHBIX JIydllle He
37UTh. ThMa — Upe3BbIYANHO ONacHast MTyKa!

[pesx e HEMO3BOMUTEILHOE TAHUOPATCTBO BO3MYTHIIO ObI, HO Terepb BailoneT ckyrmo mooma-
rofgapuia 3a 3a060ty. He cTouT ccoputhest ¢ TeM, KOro cOOMpaeibest CAeaTh CBOMM COIO3HUKOM.

— A e xuBer rpa¢g Ckayp? laneko ot ropona?

— He ouenb, kunomeTpoB aecsaTh Oyrer.

— A Kak Tyga MoxHO 100patbesi? Toxe mopraiom?

JleByika Hazesinack, B CaiiTpeTe CyiecTBYIOT U OObIYHBIE CIIOCOOBI IEpeMEIleH I, MHaue BCe
OCTaBINMECs AEHBIU YUIYT HA YCIyTH TAMHCTBEHHBIX ITOPTAJIBIIUKOB.

— Ilo-pazHomy. Moxno uepe3 MaiiTped. D10 nepeByllIKa Takasi, Jake MaJeHbKUI TOPOJIOK.
ToJbKO, — MOPThE BOPOBATO OTJISIHYJICS M TIOHU3UJI TOJIOC, — HE HY)KHO BaM Tyja, Musieau. Maitped
st odnagareneid (pUoNIeTOBOM KPOBH, OCTATbHBIM TaM HE BBDKUTH. A YK B MMEHHE WIbepa s 110
no0Opoii Bojie He cyHych. CKOJILKO HApOAy OTTY/a He BEPHYJIOCH!

Baiiosner nocaiimBo OTMaxHysach OT IETCKOro Opeza. Yero elne 0kuaaTh OT HEOOPa30BaHHOTO
mentanuHa! Ero nocnymats, Hayp Jlap’Mpen Beiaer jofieid 3a 3aBTPakoM.

JlecsiTh KUJIOMETPOB — MHOTO JIsI Telield Tporyaky. BooGaBok ere ofHOW BCTpeur ¢ KaKou-
HUOYJb CTPHITOM JEBYIIIKA HE MEPEeKUBET, TIO3TOMY OHA pelIniia HaHATh U3BO3UYMKa. [lopThe COKpy-
IIIEHHO B3[I0XHYJI, HO MOKeJaHNe TOCTOSIMILIBI BBIMOTHMII. CTpaHHBIN OH, XOTS TYT BCE CTPaHHBIE.

[NepBble MUHYTHI TyTellecTBUsI Baiioner mpoBena B cTpaxe, HO HA TEMHbIE Mar, KOTOPbIMH
nyraj paOOTHUK TOCTMHMIIBI, HA OTACHBIE TBAPU HaragaTh He CHEIIWIN, U IeBYIIKA paccaaduiach.
[TpubHYB K OKOHILY, OHA JKaJJHO OCMaTpHUBajia OKPECTHOCTH.

CaifTpeT, IeHTp OMHOMMEHHOW TPOBUHIIMHU, OKA3aJICsl KPYITHBIM OOTraThiM ropoioM. JKeHIIHbI
31ech CIeAWIN 3a MOAOH, Baifoner He oTkazanach Obl OT Maphl IUISAMNOK, KOTOPble MEJIbKHYJIN Ha
roJIOBax 3a)KMTOYHBIX TOpOKaHOK. [Iprpona 3a npeaenamu CaidTpera ToXe Majo OTIMYaiach OT pH-
BbIYHOW. HUKakux pyuH M mycroreil, oOblYHasi JOJMHA C CepeOpPHCTON JICHTOM pEeKH, 3aCHEKEH-
HBIMH TIOJISIMU ¥ JiecaMH. BpeMeHaMy nonafanvch JepeBeHbKH: HECKOIbKO JOMOB, KJIaJ0uIle Ha
ormube. C0BOM, 4eM Jajibliie, TeM OoJbllle YyTPEeHHUE MPUKITIOUEHHS Ka3aauch WUTIO3MEN Bocha-
JIEHHOTO pasyMa.

MennienHo Bedepesio. [leByiKka Bce MOAraaana, pacCUMThiBasIa MOCTYyYaThCsl B IOM MIIbEpa B
cymepkax. Yecth He MO3BOJIMT MporHath ee, Jayp ocraBut Baitoner HoueBath, a naseiie. .. Jaibiie
OHAa PEUINT MO OOCTOATENHCTBAM, HO YK TOYHO OTTOBOPHUT MHCATh OTILY.

— Maiitped, — nmpuepxas Jiomab, COOOI BO3HUIIA. — Jlabie Kyna?

Baiiosner xoTena Ha3BaTh UMEHHUE WJIbEPA, OMHAKO 3aKoJiedanach. DKUMaX MOIIM Pa3BepPHYTh,
HO €CJIA OHA TPOJENAEeT OCTATOK IyTH Ha CBOUX JIBOMX, WIbEPY NMPHUIETCS CMUPHUTHCS C HE3BAHOM
rOCTbeN.

— Beicaiute MeHs y rpanui] umenus rpacga Ckaypa.

N3B0o3umnK HEOHOOPHUTETLHO MTOKAYAII FOJIOBOM, HO OCTaBHJI cooOpaskeHus npu cede. Eciu teu
XOYeT MPUKJIIOYEHNI, OHA UX MOMy4YuT. EMy TUiatsT 3a noe3aKy, B COBETUMKHU WM TEJIOX PAHUTEITH
OH HE HAaHMMAJICSI.

Bo3sHu1ia BeicanI maccaxxupKy y MOCIEAHEro JoMa M, MaxHyB PyKOU Ha TOHYBIIIKE B CyMe-
PEUHOI JpIMKe OalltHH, yKaTHI Mpoub. Baitoner noexunack. CTOMIIO CKPBITHCS U3 BUIY OJeHOMY
NATHY (pOHApst HAEMHOM KapeThl, OHA Oy THJIa ceOs. .. )KepTBOi. [la, UMEHHO Tak. [lecsITK1 HeBUIHU-
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MBIX I'OJIOOHBIX TJIa3 CBEPJIUIIN KOKY. B BO31YyXC BHUTAJI CH&IIKOB&TLIIZ IMPUBKYC. OTyero-to ACBYIIKE
Ka3aJI0Ch, UMEHHO TaK MaxHET CMEpPTb.

— Boraras xe y Teds ¢paHTa3usi! — IpOroHssi MOPOK, MpodopmoTaia Baiioner u cienana mar,
3atem apyrou. — Hukoro 3xech HeT.

W rnaza neficTBUTENILHO UCYE3ITH, 3aTaNIIUCh.

[NonacTs B IMeHHME MiIbepa MOKHO ObLTIO BYMSI IyTSIMU: TIO JOPOTE U CIEys 3a PyCJIOM PEKH.
Bropoii mokazasicst Baitoner kopoue, 1 0Ha GeccTpalliHO 3aiarajia 1o Tpore BI0JIb HU3KOTO KycTap-
HuKa. CHera BBINAJI0O HEMHOTO, JIEBYIIIKA PUCKOBAJIA MAKCUMYM 3aMOYMTh I00KH U TIOIXBATUTh JIeT-
Kylo mpoctyny. CHavasa oHa JBUrajiach C OIackom, HO 3aTeM KpacoTa IPUPO/Ibl HOIHOCTHIO 3aBJiaesa
ee BHMMaHMeM. OTCBETHI 3aKaTa PUCOBAIM KapTUHY, YUCTOTY KPAacOK KOTOPOW OIEHMIT Obl 000
Xy/lO)HMK. Peka kazanach Jekopauueil K HeBeJOMOI IIOCTaHOBKE, a CKJIOHUBILIMECS HaJl CKOBAaHHOM
TOHKUM JIJJOM BOJIOW JIEPEeBbs — KyJIMcaMu. Bafioner permia HenmpeMeHHO MPOryJIsThCs TYT AHEM,
MOJKET, Jake 3aXBaTUTh aJTbOOM — KaK BCSAKYIO OJIarOpOIHYIO JIeTu ee 00yJaau PUCOBAHUIO.

KoneuHast iesip myTenecTBisl HEYMOJIMMO MPUOIMKANACH, TIO3TOMY JIEBYILIKY HE CTpaliia
crymasiiasicss TeMHoTa. OHa TyMaHOM PacIion3aiach U3-10f KOpST, MOJHUMAIach U3 HU3uH. [1pu-
[JIsIIeBIINCh, BailoneTr ¢ yavBIeHHEM TMOHsIA, YTO HAJl 3eMJIeH CTenwiics Jerkuid Tymad. U ato B
HostOpe!

Hermonaneky 3BOHKO paccMesiiach KeHIIMHA, MOCIIBIIAIICS TUIecK Boapl. Bagpornys, Baiioner
3amepia. 3BYK MOBTOPUIICS, M IEBYIIIKA OCTOPOKHO, IIPUICP/KUBASICh 32 BETBU KYCTAPHUKA, TIOJOIILIA
Onrke K peke. YracTh OHa He 00s1yTach: BBIIEAIIAs U3-32 00JIaKOB JIyHA YETKO 0003HAYMIIA TTOJIOTHIA
CKJIOH. B mpopyOu y MpOTHBOMOIIOKHOTO Oepera Iieckasach ;KeHIMHA. Ee BOJIOCk OT/IMBaIH epBoi
BECEHHEe! 3eJIeHbI0, HEKHOM U poOKoid. CJIOBHO HE YyBCTBYS X0JI0/1a, OOHA)KEHHAs] HE3HAKOMKA CHOBA
Y CHOBAa OKYHAJIach B CTYJICHYIO BOLY M 3JIMBHCTO XOXOTaja. BailoneT HUKOra He Cliblaia Takoro
CMeXa: YUCTOr0, SICHOTO, KaK KOJOKOJIBUMK. OHa M03aBUI0BAIA KOKE KEHIIUHBI — ITIAJKOH, 6e3 eu-
Horo u3bsiHa. JIyHa 3aTkana ee cepeOGpom, HO Baiionetr He cCOMHeBaJach, U PH JHEBHOM CBETE KOXa
KyTMaJIBIIHIIBI HATOMUHAJA MOJIOYHBIA Mpamop. XOTeJIOCh MOI0UTH, KOCHYThCS €€, HECTEPITIMO, JI0
apoxu. [Tnoxo cooOpaxasi, 4To JienaeT, AeByIlIKa C/eiaia Mar U, B3BU3THYB, MOKaTUJIACh BHU3 110
CKJIOHY.

CMex KynaJbIIUIbl CTHX, OHA C IJIECKOM YIIUIA TIOJ] BOIY.

Cepnarie BaiioneT 6unoch rae-to B yiiax. JleByiika 0osiach MOMIEeBeIMTLCS: XPYIKUM Jie]] U TaK
TpeIa mof TsukecThio Tea. OHa MCcKajla M He HaXO/WJIa KOPSATY, 32 KOTOPYI0 MOXHO 3alleIUThCS.
Kpuuats Gecrione3Ho, Bpsii i1 KTO YCIBIIUT: BafioneT yropa3auio yrnacts B peKy Ha IMOJITY TH MeXTy
umeHueM rpada u Maiitpedom. U eciu ObI psAIOM TpoJieraia gopora — Tak HeT, y3Kasi TPOIKa.

JleByIIKa yxke CMUpWIAch C HEJIeTIOW CMEpThIo, HO CyabOa CMUJIOCTUBMIIACH HaJ Hel. Psagom
BHOBb 3aTpelna Jie[l, OHAKO, BMECTO TOrO YTOOBI MOTPY3UThCS Ha AHO, Bailoner B3nerena BBEpX.
[Tasplpl KAaKUM-TO YyJOM CYIOPOXKHO YXBaTWJIMCh 3a BETKY jAepeBa. [IoBUCHYB Ha Heil, JeBYIIKa
OCMEJIUJIaCh MOCMOTPETh BHU3 M BCTPETUIIACH C aJIbIM IIJIAMEHEM IJ1a3 BOPOHOTO KOHsl. MrHOBeHue,
TMOKa3aBllieecst BEUHOCTBIO, M OH CHOBA YIIeN TyAa, OTKY/a CTOJIb CTPEMHUTENIBHO MOSIBUIICS, HATIOCIIe-
JOK OKaTHB JIEBYIIIKY BOJOIAIOM JIeIsIHBIX OpbI3r. YouBarh Baitoner crpariHas jomas He coonpa-
nack. Vinm mpocTo % Jana, Koraa y J0ObIYM pa3oMKHYTCS MAJIBIIBI M OHA YIIaJeT IPsSIMO B POT MOTYCTO-
poHHeMY cyiecTBy. Eciu Tak, cBoe OHO MOTYyYUT CKOPO, HEMPUBBIYHAS K (PU3UYECKUM Harpy3Kam
Baiiosner gosro He nmpoaepKUTCS.
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I'nasa 7

JleBylIKa ¢ y:xacoM CMOTpeJia Ha MOOeNeBIINe MaJblibl, CKOJIB3UBILIKE O LIEPIIABONA KOpe.
MydTty oHa notepsiia, yTonuia B CTbUION BOJE, U TeNepb MOPO3 0€3:KaJIOCTHO J00MBAJI HECYACTHYIO
*KepTBy. Baiioner 0osi1ach MoOIIEBEIUTHCS, JTMITHAN pa3 B3AOXHYTh. Ecim Ob1 310 moMorio! MpIiiiist
APpOXKau, eByIIKa ye Mo4YTu copsajiack. Eme HeMHoro, n BaitosieT nosieTuT BHU3, B OObSATHS OTHe-
I71a30T0 KOHSI M OOHaKEHHOM KYTaJIBIIULIBL.

— [Tomorure! — B oTHYassHUM 3aKpUyaia JEBYLIKA U NONbITAIACH TOATAHYThCA.

BBIIIIO TOJIBKO Xy’e: ¢ UCTOIIHBIM BU3IOM OHA 3aCKOJIb3WJIAa MO BETKE, YyJOM B MOCJIEAHUI
MOMEHT YCIEB 3aleITUThCS 3a CaMblid Kpai.

— [oxanyiicra! — gpoxariym rojxocoM Mosuia TeMHOTY Baitorner.

U tbMma yenbimana. Korna cui yxe nodTd He OCTajloch M JEBYIIKA MPUTOTOBUIIACH K CMEPTH —
Ja)e eclu ee He TPOHYT, Ha Oeper He BHIOPAThCsl, OKaMEHeBIIe 100K yTSIHYT Ha THO, — Ha niepude-
PYU 3peHHsI YTO-TO CBEpKHYJIO. Baiforner He nmpuaana 3ToMy 3HaueHHMs1: OHa OOposIach 3a COOCTBEH-
HyI0 Ku3Hb. Kak ymena.

[TaspIpl Taky pa30MKHYJINCH. 3aKPBIB I71a3a, BalioneT ¢ BU3roM nosieresa B pexy.

ChHavana eii mokasajoch, OyATO OHa yaapuiach 00 Jiejl — najieHue pe3ko 3actonopuiock. Ho
JlefisiHast BOJa He TIPUHSLIA €€ B CBOM OOBATHS.

CrpaHHoe ollylleHre — OyATo AEBYIIKA Mapuiia B BO3LyXeE.

Baitoner oTBaxkmiachk OTKpBITh IVla3a W yOeausiach: OHa He B Boje. Teno TpAMUYHOM KyK-
JIOM pacIiacTajgoch Ha 4YeM-TO TBEPIOM M OJHOBPEMEHHO MATKOM. [IeByIka OCTOpPOKHO Molapuia
PYKOH 11071 NOSICHUIIEN M HUYEro He OOHApYKuUIa.

[Ilekn kocHyJCs Jerkuil Betepok. Baifoser pa3BepHyJO M IUIABHO MEpeMecTWIo K Oepery,
OIYCTHB K HOI'aM MY)XYMHBI B YepHOM. B3METHYJIOCh 1 MITHOBEHHO paccesioch YepHOe 00lauko, U
JIeBYILKA TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha TATYIO TOUKy. Ee Oosbliie HUUero He nopiepkuBajo.

— Hy u kak npukasxere 310 nonumatsb? — ['onoc [laypa Ha paBHBIX conepHUYal ¢ (heBpaIbCKON
CTYKEH.

— Yr-1-T... YTO MIMEHHO?

Baifosner simxopagoyHO NOMpaBuUjia pacTpenaBlliuecs BOJOCH U ofepHyna 100ku. [nyno ns
TOH, KOTOpasi COIVIACHUIIACh OTIATHCS UMIIEPATOPY.

— Bbl. — Ianen mwibepa npakTU4ecKy yTKHYJICS el B nuo. KpoBaBeiM kamHeM OnecHyI nep-
cTeHb. — baronapure ceTb 3aKJIMHAHUI, OHA CHIAC/Ia BaM >KU3Hb.

— Kakyio cetp? Het TyT HUKakux cereu!

K BaiiosneT nocreneHHO BO3BpalaIiCh CHIIbI, @ BMECTE C HUIMU U YBEPEHHOCTb.

— Eciu BB MX He BUAMTE, — €XUIHO 3aMETUJI WJIbEpP, — 3TO BOBCE HE O3HAYAET, YTO MX HeT.
Wtak, nenu, — BEpHYJICS OH K IJITABHOMY BOIIPOCY, — IIOUeMy Bbl 31e€ch? S OCcTaBMII Bac B IPUJIMYHOM
TOCTHHUIIE COBCEM B JIPyIrOM MeECTe.

—[ToTomy uTO MHE TPeGOBaAIOCH MOMACTh CIOA, — CMEJIO OTBETHIIA IEBYIIIKA M YKPAIKOH MOy
Ha MaJIbLIbI.

JlensiHble OKOBBI OJIE7K/IBI CIIEJICHAIN TEJIO0, IPO3sl BOCHIAJIeHWeM Jierkux. 3yObl cTydanu, Baii-
OJIET YyIOM YIABaJIOCh BblJaBaTh WIEHOpaszenbHble (ppaspl. OHa Jpokaja U HMKaK HE MoIia
COTpeThCl.

— Jlarire!

Hayp rpy0o yxBaTui ee 3a pyKky, ¥ Baiioser 3ammmena ot kapa, pacroi3Ierocs 1o BeHaMm.
CozpnaBanoch BrevatTieHue, OyATo OHa 3aCyHyJIa JIaJIOHH B Cep/lle KaMHHA.

— Cnacu6o0, wibep. — B mobom ciryyae 3a 3a60Ty Hayiekasio nodnarogaputhb. — Bel Tak MuJtb!!

— A BBI HET, — oTpe3aJl wibep. — M kpyrias qypa, eci muiserech o Hoyam. CkazaTb, CKOJIBKO
Pa3HBIX TBapel BOKPYT? — MPOAOJKAJ HAace/1aTh OH, SIBHO KeJlasi IPUCTBIANTD. — Pycasku u Keamnu —
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camble O6e300uaHbIe. BoH Tam, — Jlayp yKazas 3a CIIUHY, 4yTh B CTOPOHY, — phiieT Oanmm. OT Hee
He yOeKUIllb, eClTU B KWJIaX HeT Maruv. A BOH TaM, — CHOBa B3MaX PYyKOM, — mpuTawics ryib. OH
HEJaBHO OTPBUICS M kKaXJeT KpoBH. Bareit KpoBH, ecii He OpOCUTe 3aHUMAThCS TIIYTIOCTSIMHU.

— Bbl MeHs niyraere.

Baiiosner He coMHeBaIach, WIIbep He JOMYCTU Obl COHMA HEKUTH B HEMOCPEICTBEHHOM O30~
CTH OT COOCTBEHHOT'O XKUJIUIIIA.

— OrHionp, — nokavain ronooit Jayp. — Bam MoxeT rnoka3arbcsi 3T0 CTpaHHBIM, HO HEXUTh —
nydinas oxpaHa. HykHo JUIIb 1epkath ee B y3/1e U u3peKa Moa0packiBaTh IMUIILY, TOTAa KK COJIIAThI
Tp€6y10T JKAJIOBaHbs M1 BEYHO BCEM HEOBOJIBHBI.

JleBy1iKa MoeKuiach ¥ He3aMETHO MPUIBUHYJIACH K UJIbEPY: C HUM CIIOKOWHEE.

— JlamHo, Tak u ObITh, — cMuIOcTUBWICA [layp, — mepeHouyere y MeHs. He xenato pamu Bac
ceajiaTb KOHA U BO3UTHCA C HEXKUTHIO.

Heyxemm ynanocs?! Baitosner He Bepuiia coOCTBEHHBIM yiiam. Tak mpocto? Paiu aToro cromo
[IEPEKUTH Mapy CTPAIIHBIX MUHYT.

— 51 xpaiiHe mpu3HaTeIbHA BaM, WIIbep, — 3amiedeTana Baioner 1, CrioxBaTUBIINCh, TIOJHSIIACH
Ha HOru.

Jlayp eii He moMor, HO ero HeIaBHUIA OJIAarOpPOHBIN MOCTYIIOK UCKYTal KPOXOTHOE HapyIlIeHUe
3THUKETa.

— 3amerHo! — ckpuBwica layp v npenyrnpeauit: — MeHs yke TOLIHMT OT BallliX CIaJAKUX pevei,
Jqydiue cMeHuM TeMy. Hampumep, nosenaiite, yeM Bac NMPUBJIEKJIM 3[EIIHUE MECTa, OTYEro BaM B
HOMEpE HE CUJIENIOCh.

— Xortena ¢ BaMU MeperoBOpUTh. — B HEKOTOPBIX ClTyyasix JIydllie TOBOPUTH MpaBay. B oOmmx
yeprax, a IeTau. .. Tak, myCTSIKH.

Wnbep ynuBieHHO MOAHSUT OpPOBM, HO HMYEro HE OTBETHJI, JIIOOE3HO YCTYIHJ COOeCEeIHHUIIE
IIPaBO BECTHU TUAJIOT.

— MBI HEXOPOIIIO paccTaiuch, — Mpoaokuia Baitosner, Ha Xoay pUIyMbIBasi HY)KHbIE CJIOBA. —
¥V Bac cI0KUIOCh IPEBPATHOE MHEHKE 000 MHE.

— A XOTb OBl M TaK, Kakas pasHuna? Mim Bel 3aTesiid 3aroBop MPOTUB KOPOHBI, Musieau? He
BIXY MHBIX TIOBOZIOB MeHS 00AThCs. MM BB Ha MOPThe HACMOTPENUCh? 3aBepsiio, Y HErO UMETUCh
MIPUYMHBI JPOKaTh KaK KPOJMK B cujike. ['pexu 1oHOCTH.

Hayp o0ormesn IeBymKy 1 B3sil ee o pyKy. [IpoTHB IpaBui1 — JIeBOM MpaByIo.

— Tak nyuiiie, — TOSICHUI OH Ha HEBBICKA3aHHBIN BoIlpoc. — Celiyac HOUb, TEMHAsl Marusi 0co-
OEHHO CHJIbHA.

Baitoner Huuero He MoHsuIa, HO pelwia: myckai. Vinbep psaoMm, BEAET ee K JIOMY, a C Kakou
CTOPOHBI OH: CIIpaBa WU cjieBa — Jieno aecAtoe. OHa rnocMarpuBajia Ha CIlyTHUKA CO CMECBIO JIeT-
KOTO cTpaxa M MHTepeca. YBbI, IPU3PAYHBIN CBET IMO3BOJISLI OLIEHUTD JIMIIb JUL0. Cellyac OHO Ka3a-
JIOCh JIEBYIIIKE HEMHOTO IPYTUM, CJIOBHO COTKaHHBIM U3 MaTe€pUii, KOTOPHIMU MOBEJIEBAJI UJIbEP, U 3TO
3aBopakuBaiio. Ot [Jaypa Jlap'Hpena Besiio yeM-To 6€3yMHO TAMHCTBEHHBIM, & CaM OH HAIIOMUHAJ
nepeMeHYMBbIN 3anaHblil Betep. M y Hero kpacuBbie cKyiibl. [1ycTh 3TaJIOHOM KpacoTbl CUATAIIUCH
Apyrue, He CTOJIb pe3KMe, JEBYILKA pa3 32 Pa3oM BO3Bpalllalach K HUM B3rsgoM. Vcxonsimil ot
WIbepa €/1Ba yJIOBUMBIi 3arax yKyThIBaJI €€, IOMEeIal B MyCKYCHBIN KOKOH, U3 KOTOPOTO OKpYkKalo-
].HI/II7I MHP BUACIICA MHAYEC. I[eBymKa IMPOTUB BOJIM JaX€ HavdaJla AbIIIATb B TAKT C IIPOBOXKATLIM. Ero
rpylHas KJEeTKa MEpPHO MOAHMMAJAcCh U OIyCKalach, a BMECTE ¢ Hell U rpyab Bailoner, mporossis
ocTaTky BoiHeHWH. HepaBHee npowuciiecTBre Ka3anoch JypHbIM CHOM, HaBaXJEHUEM, TIOCIaHHBIM
JIYHOM.

Muumasi uIwUIds pe3ko 00opBasiach, CIOBHO HeBeAOMasl pyKa MPOTKHYJA BO3IYIIHBIH
HIapUK.
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Bsnpornys, Baiioner yacro-yacto 3amoprajia. B ciemyommii Mur AeByllka 3akpuyana U
HACMEpThb BILIEMMJIACH B PYKY WIIbepa, PUCKYs ee cJoMaTh. [layp CTOWKO BbITEpIies OOb U YKOPH3-
HEHHO OOpPOHWIT:

— He crout nogHMMaTh CTOJIBKO IIymMa M3-3a IPOCTOTO TYJIS.

— Koro? — ogaumu ry6amu nepecnipocuiia JeByIIKa, He CBOAS PACHIMPUBIIMXCS 10 Mpeaena
3payuKOB CO CTPAIIHON TEHU HETIOAAJIEKY.

Bonee omep3urensHOE CyIECTBO MPEACTABUTH CJIOKHO: TIOTYUCTIEBLINIA CKEJIET C aJICIOIIUMU
npoBaiamMu I71a3. [1axyio OT Hero cOOTBETCTBYIOIIE: CMECBIO 3EMJIU, IPOTYXILEro MsCa M MEePErHos.
BoHb nipoHMKasa B HO3/1pH U TOIIHOTBOPHBIMM BOJIHAMU CTEKaJIa B KEIYIO0K.

— I'yns, — criokoiiHo noBTopwit Jlayp U BRICBOOOOWI PYKY M3 IENIKMX JEBUYbHMX MajbleB. — S
Npeaynpexaa, 34eIHAe MecTa He TIOAXOAAT 1Sl HOUHBIX IPOTYJIOK.

—3T10... 310 Ba?

Baiiosner Gosiach MouieBeNIUTHCS, JIMIIHUNA pa3 B310XHYTh. [logoOpaBImck, OHa cMOTpesia Ha
TyJisi, 2 OH — Ha Hee, TUIOTOSIHO, BbDKUAALoIIe. [IeByIlka MOria OPYYHThCS, UTO CIIbIIIATa OOPbIBKH
ero Mbicieit: «CBexasi TIoTh, Topsiyasi KpoBb | »

— Her, ¢ knagbuma 3a0pein. K coxanenuio, — momopuwics Jlayp v cMesio marnyyi HaBcTpeuy
KMBOMY MEpPTBeEIly, — MHOTUE 3/ICIIHUE KUTEIU 00JaJaloT CIOCOOHOCTSMU K TEMHOW Maruu, HO
JaJIeKo He BCe TOJTyYaloT COOTBETCTBYIOIEee oOpa3oBaHue. B pe3ynbrate MHE IEPHOAMYECKU TIPUXO-
AuTCst GOPOTHCS € TIOCTAESACTBUSIMU UX TITYHOCTH.

Pa3 — u ryns oxBatuiio peByiuee miams. Mnbep faxe pykoil He B3MaxHyJl, OrpaHUYMIICS KOPOT-
KHUM CJIOBOM, MHOTOKPATHO YCUJIEHHBIM TUIEIIYIIENCs: BHYTPU Marveu.

— Yro, Tenepb xoueTcss 0OpaTHO K MaMOYKe? — OOEpPHYBIIKChH, SIOBUTO TIOMHTEPECOBANICS Y
cryTHULbI ayp.

Baitoner ynpsimo MoTHys1a ronoBoii. be3 kosblia oHa He BepHeTcs. M Touka.

— B cnenyromuii pa3, — Ha3uIaTeNbHO 3aMETHII UIIbEP, — KOTAA BaM B3JyMaeTcsl B MEHs Blie-
MUTHCsA, HEe TporaiTe nasbiibl. He xkenaro mo Bareir MIJIOCTH OCTaThesl Oe33amuTHbIM. Hanieroch, Bbl
[IOHUMAeTe, YTO 3Hayar Jjisl Mara pyku?

Tsoxenblid B30I purBo3awil Baiioner k 3emie. JleBylika KMBHYJIA: MHOM PEaKIMU OT Hee
He kJany. XOpoulo, OTHBIHE B ClIyyae ONAaCHOCTH OHa KuHercs K aypy Ha meo. Cam pa3perni.
Baiioner B kpackax IpeAcTaBuia, Kak TECHO MPUKMETCS K WIbEPY, 3aIlyCTUT NaJIblibl B BOJTHUCTHIE
BOJIOCHI, BOJTM3M YBUIUT JIJTMHHBIC ITyITHCThIE PECHULIBL. .. YBBI, TOBOJA HE MPEACTaBIIIOCh. MecTHast
HEKHTh 3aTanjIach, 1 OHM OJIArOTOMYyYHO BBIILIA K BOPOTaM IapKa.

Kunmine BCeCHJIBHOTO WiIbepa OKa3aJoch MOYTU TaKUM, KaKMM IpeACTaBisioch Baiioner.
WrpuBslil aXXypHBIN PUCYHOK Orpajibl COMBAJ C TOJIKY, HO €[IBa PACCTYNAJIUCh CTPOMHBIE Psi/IbI lepe-
BbEB, OTKPbIBasl BUJ] Ha TOCIOJCKHUI JIOM, BCe BCTaBajlo Ha cBou Mecrta. 3amok [laypa Jlap'Mpena
oTOpachIBaJI AJIMHHYIO TeHb €IBa JI He 10 camoro Maiitpeda. OcTpoKoHeUYHble OAITHU HATIOMUHAN
3yObl JpakoHa. BaioneT HacuMTana 1mecTb, HO X MOIJIO OKa3aThcsi Oosbiie. OIHAKO WIbep HE YIOo-
I0OWII CBOE JKIJIHIIE JPeBHEN MTane . Bhicokre OKHa JaBajii JOCTATOYHO CBETa, KAPHU3BI YKpa-
1aJI1 3aTEHJIMBBIE TOPIYJIbY, @ BOIOCTOKY BBIIIOJIHEHBI B BUIE TUTAHTCKUX 3MEU.

Baiioner He Mora otaenarbCs OT OIIYIIEHUs, YTO Y4acTBYyeT B HeKoM mbece. CIUIIKOM Yk
yIa4HO TaJaJl JIyHHBIN CBET, CJMIIKOM HepeasbHbIM, (DaHTACTUYHBIM BBIIVIS/IENO OTKPBIBLIEECS €
cTpoeHue. B HeM CBETHIIOCh BCEro OIHO OKHO Ha TPEThEM 3TaKe — HECOMHEHHO, B IMOKOSIX WJIbEPA.
CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO, YTO BCE OCTAJIbHBIE CIIAT, Ja)Ke KAJIUTKY, IPUTAUBIIYIOCS CPEIU 3apOCiIeid MOX-
KeBenbHUKA, ayp otniep cam. K cuacteio, Baitoner He pasrisigena, KakuM 00pa3oM, MHa4Ye 3aKpH-
yaja Obl TPOMYE, YeM IPU BCTPEUE C IyJIeM.

Nnbep nogHsCs MO CTYNEHsIM K MACCUBHOM BXOIHOM JIBEPU B MOJITOPA YEJIOBEYECKUX POCTa
B BBICOTY M HE MEHEe OJIHOTO B IIMPUHY. YKpallleHHas! KeJIe3HBIMU IIUIaMH, OHA BhI3bIBAJIA OOJIBIIIE
BOIPOCOB, 4eM oTBeToB. [Tonckas, BaiioneT Tak u He 0OHAapyk1JIa 3BOHKA WM IBEPHOTO MOJIOTKA,
TOJIBKO 3BEpUHAs MOp/a Ha YpoBHE 11a3. Y Bce Obl HMUETO, YKpallleHHe U YKpalleHue, TOJIbKO OHa

41



O. Pomanosckas. «TpeOyercs myx, mwim OXoTa Ha TEMHOTO MarucTpa»

cnenuia 3a Heit! Jleymika moprayna. Ckasku, IpUBUIEIOCH B CBeTe JIyHbl. Ero He 3psi Ha3bIBaIOT
KOBapHBIM — HOYHOE CBETHJIO HaJIeNIsieT OObIIEHHBIE TTPeMeTHI MyraoIMy cBoiicTBamu. Ho Bue-
HUE HUKY/a He JIeIOCh, HA0OOPOT, IJ1a3a 3Beps Tenepb CBETUIIUCH aJIbIM, TIACTh TPUOTKPBUIACH. B Hel
OOHAPYKWJIMCh CaMble HACTOSIIINE, He JIePEBIHHbIC U He OPOH30BBIC 3YOBI.

— Mamouxka!

3a0bIB 0 3a/1aue MpousBecTr Ha Jlaypa OnaronpusaTHOE BreYaT/ieHne, BaifoeT oTmaTHysiach.
ToJBKO MBICITE 0 HEOOXOAMMOCTH 3aMYKEeCTBa ylepKalia ee Ha KPbLIbIIE.

— Hukaxoro cxozcta ¢ Mapku30it COHKC, — YCMEXHYJICS Wibep. — S uMen 4ecTh HEOTHOKPATHO
BUZIETh €e TIPU JIBOpe.

OH OTKPOBEHHO M3JIEBAJICS HaJ| TOCThel, 3TO oTpe3Buio. Cxkas Kyjnaku, BailoneTr 3acraBuia
ceOs1 BEpHYThCS Ha TIpeKHEe MECTO, BCTaTh PSAAOM C XO3AMHOM CTPaHHOro 3amka. Jlayp MOmHsUI
OpoBU, HO KOMMEHTUPOBATh €¢ MOBEJICHUE He CTaJl, TOIBLKO HA3UIaTeIbHO 3aMETHIT:

— Pa3 Bel npuexanu B Caiitper, nopa nepecrarb yIUBJISTHCS.

A 3aTeM NonpocuJI:

— OTBepHUTECDH, C/ITANTE MIJIOCTD.

JleByIika ocTynuia uHave: 3axMypriiack. Vbep He Kellal MOCBSIIATh ee B CBOM CEKPETHI,
uMell TostHoe TipaBo. OHAKO UM PYKOBOIWJIM COBCEeM JApyrue MOTHBHL. CHSB Mepyarky ¢ MpaBou
pyku, Jlayp OeccTpalllHO BJIOKWII ee B MacTh uyaoBuia. KpacHele miaza Murom noraciu. JIs3rayn
JIBEPHOI 3aCOB.

— IIpomy!

[MocTopoHMBIIHCE, WITbep TIPeUIOKII Baitoner 3aiiTi mepBoi. Yk He 3aTeM JIU, YTOOBI CKOP-
MUTH ouepeHoN HexxuTh? Ho B XoJjie He OKa3asloch Jake 3aXyAaioro CKesleTa, NagaBliiui U3 OKOH
TOJT TIOTOJIKOM CBET OTBOEBAJI Y MpaKa JIMIIIb TOJIble CTEHBI U Mapy MOPTPETOB MPEKOB HBIHEIITHETO
Biazenbiia. OrpoMHasi JTOCcTpa OTOpackiBasia Ha TOJ MPUIYAJIMBYIO TeHb. Kazanoch, oHa HUYEM He
3aKperuieHa 1 mapuia B BO3IyXe.

— BBepx 110 JiecTHUIE HA TPETU ITax, — ckomanjoBai Jlayp u 3amepxaics y asepu. — Tam
BacC BCTPETT.

Kro, Baitoner yrounsrs He crana. Ciayru, pazymeercs.

JleByIiKa mpecTaBuia ropsuyo BaHHYO M MATKYI0 Tioctenb. Kak xoporo! Ot jierkoro mo3j-
HEro YKMHA OHa Obl TOXE He OTKa3aJIach.

JlecTHuila joMa Wibepa HAIIOMHUJIA JIECTHUILY B TJIABHOM KOPITyCe aKaJeMUH — CTOJb e CTa-
pasi ¥ BBINOJIHEHA C He MeHbIIer (paHTa3hel 1 OCHOBATEIbHOCTHIO. [103a0bIB 00 yCTANIOCTH U XUTPO-
YMHBIX TJTaHaX, BafioneT HeHaqonro npeBpatmwiack B pedeHka. OHa ¢ MHTepecoM OIIyTbIBaJia Oas-
CHHBI, POOOBaJIa JTAJOHBIO MTPOXJIAJHYIO TJIAJKOCTh epuil. Hu omuH pesert He rpugast Obl KM TaKyio
OKPYIJIOCTh — KX MHOTO BEKOB TOJIMPOBAJIM YeJIOBEUECCKHE TAJTBIIBL.

UeMm BhIllle TIOMHUMAJIACh Baiioner, TeM cBeTsiee CTaHOBWJIOCH. Temneph JiyHa Owiia TpsMoO B
71a3a, HAPSAWB B PUYY/IJIMBBIE CEPEOPHCTHIC OEKIbI.

[NepernyBimck yepes rnepuia, JeByIIKa KUHYJIa B3I C MEKITaKHOM Tutomaaky. Jlayp kyaa-
TO MPOMAJ, CIIOBHO PacTBOPUJICS B HOUHOM cympake. HemHoro pazouapoBanHasi, Baitoner passep-
HYJIaCh W BKaJIach JIOTIATKAMHU B JiepeBo. Psiyiom, OyKBaJIbHO B Mape IaroB, CTOsUIA KeHIIIMHA B CBET-
JIoM OaJTbHOM TuIaThe. OHO OCTABJISAIO OTKPBHITHIM TOHKHE PYKH, YIJIOBAThIe KJTIOUYMIIBI U YacTh 00je3-
HEHHO ocTpou rpyau. Koxka He3HaKOMKHU MepeBaiach )KeMIyKHOH MyApoid, CKBO3b Hee MPOCTyIaa
cHHsIs1 ceTouka BeH. OcOOeHHO YeTKO OHM YMTAJIUCH Ha 3arsICThsIX U BO3JIe 0apXOTKHU ¢ Kameei. 1o
CIUHE KSHIITUHBI CTPYUJICS BOJIOMAJ BOJIOC 1iBeTa Gesioro 30ota. ['yObl HarmoMUHAIM pa3Ma3aHHYIO
KareJIbKy KpOBU — HACTOJILKO PE3KO OHM KOHTPACTHPOBAIH C JIMIIOM. M TOJNBKO IJ1a3a OCTaBaIUCh
MPUBBIYHBIMH, YeJIOBEUeCKUMU. [10UTH — OHU 3aTATMBAIA TEMHBIMA OMYTaMHU.

— 4 Bac Hanyrana? [1pocture.

lonoc He3HAKOMKM OKa3aJicsl YUCTHIM M TiTyOokuM. OpiHa rpo0riema: oH 3Byvall B rojioe Baii-
OJIeT, KeHIIMHA I'y0 He pa3MBIKaa.
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— 41 ve 3HaMa, uT0 y Jlaypa rocTH, — U3BBMHUJIACH 371ATOBJIACKA 1, 00O TPUTUXIIYIO EBYIIIKY,
BECEHHMM BETEPKOM CKOJIb3HYJIA BHU3 110 CTYIIEHSIM.

Bor oHa ecTb, a BOT OCTaJICs TOJIBKO 3a11ax ee JyXOB, €Ba YJIOBHMBIN apoMart MepBbIX BECEHHUX
IHEN.

Baiionet rimyboko B3I0XHYIA U omepliachk pyKamu O Mepujia o 00erMM CTOPOHaM OT ceOsl.

— Wmm 51 cxoKy ¢ yma, UM Wibep BHIOMpaeT KpaiHe CTpaHHbIX JIOOOBHUII, — MPOOOpMOTaa
OHa.

Hy na e BaxHo, ¢ keM [ayp nenut nocresb, IJIaBHOE, HA KOM OH JKEHHTCSI.

JleByIIka BHOBb B3I0XHYJIa, TETIEph yke OT Aocaabl. Eciu Obl He nmmepatpuiia, oHa Obl UMela
KOE-KaKOW OIBIT MHTUMHOTO OOIIEHUsI C MYKUYMHOU. Be3yMHO TsKeso mpeycrieTh B MOCTeNU, eCIH
TIOHSITHS HE UMeelllb, YTO B Hel JenaTh. [IpaBaa, IeBCTBEHHOCTh MOIJIA COCITYKUTh JOOPYIO CITyXOY.
Ecnu unbep mpoBeieT ¢ Hell Houb, TO 00s13aH Oy/IeT KeHUThCs. [ J1aBHOE, HATH CBUIETENEH.

[NepeOupast BapuaHThl IO cOONA3HEHMIO WJIbepa, Bailoner 6e3 mpowuciiecTBrid 100panach 10
TpeTbero taxa. TyT ropenu Jamiibsl, a HOYb OOJIbIIE HE Myraja Yyl0BUINIAMH, TIOCIaB HABCTPEUy
JEBYIIKEe OOBIYHOTO MYXUYHMHY M3 TUIOTH U KPOBH, CY/s MO OAeXe, NBOpelkoro. OH MOYTHTEIBHO
NOKJIOHWJICS BaiioneT, 3acimyxuB MoyanmBoe onoopenue. CBET/Ible CHITBI, 0 Yero OHa JI0OKAaTHIaCh,
€CJIM pajiyeTcst OaHAILHOM BEKJIMBOCTH !

— Musnopn npeaynpenui o Bac. KoMHaThl roTOBBI.

[Touemy mutopn? U koraa wiibep ycresn Koro-to npeaynpeauThb, €Cu JO CUX Mop He OAHSIICS ?

B ronose ponsuck 1eCATKY BOIPOCOB, CIIOBHO MOTBHUIBKY BOKPYT poHaps. OT yactu Baitoner
OTMAaxHYJach, YaCTh OCTaBUJIA JI0 JIy4IINX BpeMeH. Toro xke Musopaa. Bpsa i 3T0 oroBopka, BbIXO-
aut, [layp cam BenuT Tak ceOst HazbiBaTh. MiMeeT mpaBo, XOTsl ¥ cTpaHHO. TyT Bce CTpaHHO.

JBopenkwuii mposest BaiioneT 1o TeMHoM aH(uIaie KOMHAT U CBEPHYJI HAIPaBO, B ITyOb I0Ma.
doHapp B €ro pykax HallOMHUHAJI Iy TEBOIHYIO 3BE31TY.

[oHrMmasi, 1pyroro MOMEHTa MOXET He TIPE/ICTAaBUThCS, AEBYIIIKA OTBAKMIIACH CIIPOCUTB!

— A rae nokou uisepa? B aTom ke Kpblie?

— Her, munopa 06:mo60Bat 3anagHoe, cjieBa OT JISCTHUIIBL.

Baiioner enBa 3ameTHO yibIOHY1ach. OHa CEroAHs ke HaHeceT eMy BH3HUT. MenTh Hesb3s:
Jlayp HaBepHsIKa OTIIPaBUT NMUCbMO MapKM3y C yTpeHHeW nourto. Torga Bce, koHel. JKaib, Belu
OCTaJIUCh B TOCTHHUIIE, HO BaiioneT cymeer ObITh yOequTeapHON. B apceHane KeHIMHbBI LIeJIbIX ABa
BapUaHTa, XOTh OIUH Jla CpaboTaerT.
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I'maBa 8

[Tnams cBeun nogparuBaso Ha BeTpy. Bailoner kazanock, CKBO3HSKM TYT NoBcoy. Mu mpu-
YKMHA B ee COOCTBEHHBIX cTpaxax? Vimmeparpuiia-MaTh BHICTAaBUIIA €€ OIBITHOM COONa3HUTENIbHULIEH,
HO Hacrosiias Bailoner ceifyac axe OTIaJIEHHO He Moxoaua Ha ToT o0pa3. C KaxapIM I1aroM oHa
Bce OoJiblle COMHeBasIach B cede. OmHO 1eso — IUPT ¢ XOPOIIEHBKUM yUYHTENeM, MOLETyH, 1pas-
HsALIME, PUATHBIE 000MM, Apyroe — u3oOpaxarb To, yero Her. C mmmneparopoM Bailoner 3aria
Aajbllie, 4YeM C IMperojaBaTesieM PUCOBAHUS, HO TOr[A BCE Ka3aJoChb B3aUMHBIM, €CTECTBEHHBIM.
[Tyctps neBymka nogHsna nepen Bansrepom I'paHumaom 100kM, HO pa3Be 9TO O3HAYasIo, YTO OHA
rOoTOBa Jieb B IOCTEJb K modomy? U yx Tem Ooree Oe3 yXaKMBaHUH, IBETOB, HEKHBIX CJIOB, KOTOpbIE
MMIIEpaTop BIOBOJIb TAKKOM IIENTaJl el Ha YIIKO.

Ceituac Bce nHaue.

Hayp Jlap’VpeH Bbi3biBan B BailosieT cMeliaHHbIe 4yBCTBa, HO BJIEYEHHS K HEMY OHA HE UCTIbI-
ThiBaia. HaBepHOe, MO3TOMY JeByIIKa CTynaja MeUIeHHO, OeCCO3HATENbHO MHITAasiCh OTCPOYUTH
HensOexHoe. OHako oTctynarh BaioneT He cobupanack. Beero onuz pa3 nepecuamts ceOst — U OHa
CHOBA IPUHATA B KPYT' apUCTOKPATOB.

— Byaro corau a3 HabmopaoT! — noexuiaack Baiionet, B KOTOPBIA pa3 TPEBOXKHO 0OEpPHYB-
IIKCb.

C Toro MomeHTa, Kak OHa NEPECTyNWIa MOPOr CHAJIBHHU, JEBYLIKY HE MOKUIAIO OIIYIIEHUE
Yy;Koro npucyTcTBus. HensBecTHble HaOMOAAIM 32 HEW CO BCEX CTOPOH, JJake C MOTOJIKA, YTO Ka3a-
JIOCh TIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHBIM. Bpemenamu Baiioner mepermnoch, 6yATO KOKM Kacaluch JiesTHbIe
nasbipl. OHa BCSKMIA pa3 B3parnBaa, AaBsich Oe3MOIBHBIM KPUKOM, HO YIIPSIMO MPOJOJIKajIa CBOM
MyTb.

— U cayru TyT HENOHATHBIE, — MPOJOJIKUIIA Pa3MbILUIATh BCIIYX JIEBYILKA, CTApasiCh HE 3aIlly-
TaTh B TEMHBIX aH(puIagax. — Ha3plBaloT nibepa MIUJIOPAOM, CMOTPAT B IV1a3a, MOSABJISIOTCS U UCUe-
3aI0T U3 HUOTKy/AA. | OpHMYHAs 1 BOBCE BO3OMHMIIA Ce0s1 IBOPSHKOM: OTBEYaJIa HEOXOTHO, MPE3pH-
TEJIPHO TOIKMMasia TyObl. A elle y Hee Ila3a Kak OpW/UIMAHTBl — CBEPKAIOT, HO BHYTPHU XOJIO,
MYCTOTA.

I'ycras yepHUIbHAS TEHb TAHYJIACh OT HOT BailoneT K map4yoBbIM JUBaHaM, JJOMOEPHBIM CTO-
JIMKaM 1 BOCTOYHBIM Ba3aM, CJIOBHO Jlala XMIIHOTO 3Beps. [leByIlKa Bcepbe3 onacajiach, Kak Obl U
OHa He HavyaJla )KUTh CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM JKU3HBIO.

— Yenogek!

HIvnsmii menoT 3acTaBuil NOANPBITHYTh Ha MecTe. BaiioneT npuxana pyky Ko pTy, €1Ba He
BBIPOHUB TOJICBEYHHUK.

— Hu xarum temHon maruu! CoBepIIEHHO HUKYEMHOE CYLIECTBO! — IIPOJOIKAI U3/1EBATHCS
HEBUIMMKA.

OnpaBuBIIKCH OT IEPBOHAYAJILHOTO CTPaxa, JAEBYIIKa PacCepaWIach U MOAHsJIA CBEUY BBILLIE,
HaJesch pa3nisgeTh rpyousHa.

— 3epkajio, IypouKa, — JII0OE3HO MOfICKa3al HeN3BECTHBI.

ITpoiins B riryOob KOMHaTHI, BaitoseT ouyTriiack Bo3ie kamuHa. Ha HUM AeficTBUTEIbHO BUCEIIO
OO0JIbIIOE 3€pKajo B BBIYYPHOI MO30JI0YEHHOM oIpaBe. [JajgKas MOBEpPXHOCTh MECTaMH MOIILIa
psi0bI0, 00pa30BaB KOHLIEHTPHUYECKUE KPYTH. B leHTpe caMoro 00JbIIoro ckaimioch HedTo. JleByka
C HATSKKOM HazBasia Obl €ro JIMIIOM: HU yIIed, HM HOca, HA BOJIOC, TOJIBKO JIBa MTPOBaJa r71a3 1 00J1b-
110}, HAJIO YIBIOABLINICS POT.

— HoOpo moxkanoBarh! — HOAMUTHYJIO 3epKaJIO U C JIETKUM XJIOTIKOM 0Opesio MPUBBIYHBIN BUL.

— INoxanyii, cieayer BblydUTh APy MOJUTB. — Bailoner ocTOpoikHO KOCHYJIACh aMaJibraMbl U
yOeausack, 4To HUKOTo TaM HeT. — B CaiiTpere Bce ¢ HOT Ha ToJIOBY.
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Ona Morsa Obl criMcaTh BUAEHHME Ha YCTAJIOCTh, HATSHYTbIE HEPBbI, HO He coOupaach ceds
oOMaHbIBaTh. [IpoTHMBHAS poXa AEHCTBUTENHHO OblIa, 3TO HeOCTIOpUMBIN (hakT. K cuacTbio, HUUEro
MOI00HOTO MO JOpOTe el OoJbIle He MOMaIoch, ¥ Baiionet Giaromnoay4Ho qoopaiack 0 JeCTHUYHOM
rutontagku. CTOMIO JEeBYIIKE CTYIUTh Ha Hee, Kak U HEeBUAMMbBIE HAOMIONATENN MTPOMAIH.

HepBHo nonpaBuB MIEKOBBIA XalaTHK, JTIOOE3HO BbIIAHHBIN BMECTe ¢ TIOJIOTeHIeM, Baiiomnet
MBICJIEHHO OIleHWIa ceOsi. YBBI, HE Ha MATh OAUIOB — B XOfIe HE3aIUIAHUPOBAHHOTO KyMaHHs OHa
JuMIIvIach noAssa3ok. Bes Hagexna Ha kopeer. Emie B roctunuiie Baitoner cMeHMIa JOpOKHbIA Ha
napagHbli, 3aTaruBaBimiics cnepeau. [epen Busurom k [laypy JeByIika HaMepeHHO ocnabuia IHy-
POBKY, IPUOTKPBIB UyTh OOJIbIIIE, HEKENIU CIEJOBAIO. DX, €CH Obl BHIIAIACh BO3MOKHOCTD IPOBE-
CTU B 3aMKe Mapy JIHEH, mopeneTupoBars nepes 3epkaiom!.. Ho, yBbI, 1eiicTBOBaTh MPEACTOSIIO CeMl-
yac. «XoTb OBl WJIbEp BCE CIeNal caM U ObICTpo! — ¢ Hajex 101 nogymaia Baiioner. — OH B3poCIibiid
OIBITHBIN MY)KYMHA, HE CTAHET MYUYHTh».

[Tnams cBeun aposkano. JIeBymika nmeitagach yCHOKOUTHCS, HO CEpALIe He Keayo MOAUYNHSITHCS.
OHO pBaJIOCh U3 IPYAHON KJIETKH, MSIUOM CKaKaso OT ropiia Jo kejayaKa. Baitoyer yyTouky mograni-
HUBAJIO. JIaJIOH! BCMIOTENTN ¥ HAIOMMHAITH Jieiblky. Ho neBymika He coOrpasiack otcTynarh. YToOs!
npuaaTh ceOe yBEpEeHHOCTH, OHA BOCKPECHIIA B AMSITA MOHACTBIPCKHIA ycTaB. [lomorno. Ipoxs yHs-
J1ach, CEepALe CTYYalIo YacTo, HO yKe He HOPOBHJIO BBICKOUUTH U3 I'PY/IH.

3ameTHB BIiepeIH MOJIOCKY CBeTa, BaiioneT nmoracuiia cBeuy M pe3KUM JIBMKEHUEM JIepHYJIa 3a
nosic xanara. Vinbep IomkeH yBUIETh €e BO BceM OJIecKe, 3aXOTeTh M OTHECTU B CHANbHIO. Jlerkas
TKaHb 3alllypllaa, 3acTpyuiach 1o oeapam. Besnecyuii CKBO3HSIK 3arieyatsielt Nometyid Ha Mmoy-
OOHaXEeHHOH Tpyau, 3((PEKTHO MPUMOAHITON KOpceToM. Baiioner ynblOHyIach U mocMesiach Hajl
cobcTBeHHbIMU cTpaxamu. OHa MpeKpacHa, MPaKTUYeCKu ujeanbHa, y Jlaypa HeT IaHCOB.

K 3aBeTHOI1 1BEpH OHA MPUOIMIKaAIACh TIOXOKOM KOPOJIEBHI M PacTiaxHyJIa ee YBEpPEHHBIM ObICT-
pbiM aBxkeHreM. CreBImii B irybokom Kpeciie Jlayp He cpa3y 3aMeTHIT He3BaHYI0 TOCThIO, TOTOMY
Baiioner ycrniena ornsinerbes. OHa CTosiIa HA IOPOre TOCTUHOM, OT/IENAHHOW B CepeOpPHCTO-YEPHBIX
ToHax. M3 oOmeil raMMbl BHIOMBAIach TOJBKO TEMHO-CHHSsI OOMBKAa MeOeIM M aJlblil JAPaKoOH Ha
KaMHHHOM 9K paHe. Becesio moTpecKrBaBIIze MOJIeHbsI OKMBUJIM €70, IPEBPATUIIN U3 KCKYCHO BBITION-
HEHHOU KapTUHKHU B KApMaHHOTO (paHTacTidyeckoro 3sepsi. OObIYHO apUCTOKPATHl YKpAIaal CTEHbI
’KUBOIMCHBIMHU TIOJIOTHAMH, HO Jlayp IpenounTan KHUTY U opykue. K mprmMepy, Hasl JMBaHOM ITpoO-
TSHYJICS OCTPUEM BHU3 Med, OYTO HAMEeKasi: OHO HEBEPHOE CJIOBO, U TOCTh JIUIIIUTCS TOJIOBBI.

[epemuHasice ¢ HOrM Ha Hory, BaioneT rajgana, Kak npuBjiedb BHUMaHHe mibepa. OqHaKo
TOJIKO OHA HaOpasa B Ipy[b BO3AYXY, YTOOBI MOKAIUISATh, KaK WIbEp MOAHSLIT TOJIOBY U pa30vapo-
BaHHO IMPOTSHYII:

— He opurunanbHo, muienu.

Baitorner ynpsiMmo aepHy’sa MJI€YMKOM, TIOMYTHO M30aBJISAsCh OT MEIIABIIEro B MOJTHOW Mepe
OLICHUTD ee TpesiecTH Xxaiarta. M Beb yrajgasa co IHYpPOBKOH, B3IJIS] WIIbepa TAaKU CKOJIB3HYJ MEK/Ty
TMIOJTYKPYKHUH, TONBKO OH HE 3a)KUTaJl KPOBb, a4, HA0O0OPOT, 3aMOpaXuBal. JIeByIIKe CTaJIO HEJIOBKO,
Y OHa TIOXKaJiesia, 9To BOOOIIIe MpHIIUIa CIofa.

— Paznerbcs noHara 1yxy He XBaTUJI0? — YCMEXHYJICS WIbep.

CJOBHO XJIBICTOM CTETHYJ. JlepHYBIIUChH, MCIBITAB YyBCTBO KTY4Yero CTha, Baiioner npu-
KpbUIa rpyIb pyKamM# U OpOCHIIa B JIMILIO WILEPY OCKOPOJICHHE:

— Bbl He 1BOpsHUH!

— IonHore, G6ynTo 51 HE MOHMMAaIO, 3a4eM Bbl ipunuid. Hy ke, — [layp 3aKuHys I HOTY Ha HOTY U
OTKUHYJICS B Kpeclie, — BTopol pa3 jierye. [TokaspiBaiite! Bapyr mue taku monpasutcs? [Toka Hudero
ckazarb He mMory. KopceT — Ta eme oOmaHka! CKOJNBKO JKEHIIUH JIOBUJIM C €ro TMOMOIIBI0 MYKUUH,
a 1o (hakTy UM Hedero ObLIO MPEIOKHUTb.

— Kak... kak Bbl cMeete! — Bo3MyTuiIach Baitosner.

OH... OH cuMTal ee MPOCTUTYTKOM ?!

Nnbep n3ymiieHHO NOIHSIT OPOBYU U BHIIIPSIMIIT HOTH.
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— A? TlomuiyiiTe, 9TO Bbl PAKTUYECKU pa3zienuch. ['pyap HaronoBUHY BUIHA, TTOKAXKUTE YK
ee LeJIMKOM, Bbl BeJIb JIs1 9TOro MpUILTH. M Kakasi Bam pa3HHMIIA, 3[€Ch WU B CIIAJIbHE PACCTaThCs C
JE€BCTBEHHOCTHIO, €CJIM OHA BAC TaK TATOTUT. I MOTY MOMOYb, HO JIOKEH YOeIUThCS, UTO He MOTpady
BpeMs 3psl.

— 3ps? — HEIOYMEHHO Mepecrpocua JeByIIKa.

Ee nmanbipr Tepedum JieHTs KopceTa. OHa KojeOanach, HO Bce OOJIbIe CKIIOHSIACh K TOMY,
YTOOBI €r0 3aTAHYTh, a HE, HA0OOPOT, CHATH.

— Bul npeiiaraete moTpaTuTh BpeMs Ha Ballle TeJlO, TaK Bellb?

— a, Ho... Her...

Baiioner BKoHen 3amyTanack. OOecKypaxkeHHas, OHa OIIyliana cedst yKOM Ha CKOBOPOIKE:
Y YUTH HEJb351, M OCTaThCsl HE XOUYETCs.

— Tak nposiBute nHMIMaTUBY. Vnn Bbl kJeTe ee oT MeHs?

— Jla, — ynaBIIMM roiocoM MOATBEPANIA AEBYIIKA.

[THypoBKa KOpceTa ¢ Kak/I0M MUHYTOI ocinabeBana, U e MPUXOIMIOCh €ro MPUIePKUBATD.

— Yo6epure pyku. — Jlayp B3IIAI0M yKa3ajia Ha ee rpydb. — M mepectaHbTe Urpath B CKPOM-
Huiy. Eciu Bamm rpesectu MeHsi BIevatiisT, Tak U ObITh, IIOMOTY C JEBCTBEHHOCTBIO, HO Ha Opak He
paccumTbiBaiiTe. Bbl ke 3a 3TUM npuexanu, jeau Pemxk?

Barisin wiibepa npurBo3au K noity. Baiioner He Haiiach, 4To OTBETUTD, U €lIle Kperye BIie-
nwiack B KopceT. OHa He CTaHeT 3/1eCh pa3fieBarhesi, He Tak! Jlayp nomkeH ObUT MOJOUTH K HEl, Ipu-
YUHTh K ceOe, 3aIyCTUTh MaJIbIbl B €e KOPCET U JIONTO JIaCKaTh, & HE OLCHUBATh, KaK OApBIIIHUK Ha
sIpMapke.

— MoeTe CKONBKO YrOmHO TPSICTH MPOCTHIHEH, KOJIBIO Ha BalleM Majiblie He MOsSBUTCA. A
elle, — Wibep MOAHSIICS U HETOPOIUTMBO HAMPABUIICSA K HEel, — OT OJTM30CTU ¢ MY KYMHOM, AaXe OIHO-
KpaTHOH, poxkaiotcs: netd. CaMu MoHMMaeTe, T/ie Bbl OKakeTech ¢ actapaoM Ha pykax. CBoum s
pebeHKa HUKoraa He npu3Haio. [109ToMy cOBETYI0 OY€Hb XOPOIIIO MOAyMAaTh.

Baitoner nonypuiace. OHa moHUMAJIA.

— Tak kak, — MopaBHSBIINCH C HeH, [layp MOAHSI ¢ MoNa XajaT, — BCe elle HaMepeHbl MeHs
co0OMa3HUTD?

— Her!

BripBaB u3 ero pyk xanar, BaioneT npukpsuiack. OHa qyBcTBOBasa ceOs oruieBaHHOM. [Ipex e
MYKYUHBI OOTOTBOPWIIM JIEBYIIKY, BOCXHUIAIUCH €10, APATUCH 32 MPABO MOMYYUTh ONArOCKIOHHBIH
B3rsia. A ayp Jlap'Hpen. .. CiocoGeH i OH BOOOIIE UCTIBITHIBATh YTO-TO K JKEHIIUHE?

— Ho pa3 yx Bl npurim, cagutech. — Mltbep yka3aa Ha CBOOOIHOE Kpeciio y kKamuHa. — O0cy-
JVIM BaIlly JaJIbHEUIIyIo Cyap0y.

JleByIiIKka MBIIIKOM I0PKHYJIa MUMO UJIbepa U ycTpounack y orus. [llexu ee mbutaitu, rpyab Tec-
HUJIO Bo3MyIieHue. OHa Tak crapajiach, a oH. .. Cyxapsb ¢ ¢puosieToBoi KpoBbio! Baiioner gaxe otsep-
HYJIaCh, YTOOBI HE BCTPEeUaThes ¢ HUM B3rIsAAoM. OH HeiocTorH ee. IMeHHO Tak, HeiocTornH. OTHaKoO
Hayp Jlap’Upen HeoOXomuM eii Kak BO3ayX. A elle BaifosieT MCHBbITHIBAIA CTPAHHYIO MOTPEOHOCTD
O/IHOBPEMEHHO OIIYINIATh €ro MPUCYTCTBUE U HAXOAUTHCS KaK MOXKHO Jlajblle OT Maructpa TaiHou
crpaxu. Mibep BHYIIAT MOACO3HATENBHBINA CTpPaxX, HO TUM K€ MPUTITUBAJI, MpeBpaiian Baiioner
Penx B HEyBepeHHOI0 MOIPOCTKA.

— Pan, uto pa3zym Bo300a1a HaJ Kanpu3amu, — JOBOJILHO KMBHYI Jlayp M yCTpOWJICS IO Jpy-
ryio ctopony kamunHa. CriHa paccriadiieHa, JJOIBDKKU CKpelteHbl. — [Ipy BceM kellaHuM Ha pacityT-
HYIO IEBKY BBI HE TSIHYJIM, HE CTOUJIO IBITAThCSI.

JleBy1ika 3ackpeskeTasa 3ybamu, HO MPOrIoTHIIa ockopOienue. [1ycTh OHO cTaHeT Haka3aHueM
3a HeTPOJyMaHHBIN IJIaH.

— Kak BBl moHuMaeTe, — Wibep CMEHWI TeMy, BEPHYJICS K TOMY, YTO TpeBOXWIo Baitoner
OobIIIe COOCTBEHHOTO MOpaKeHUs, — 51 00sI3aH U3BECTUTh Mapku3a. Kak Bbl BOOOIIE periuch Ha
noOer? KOHas OGapbiHs, ofHa!
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— Jlaxe BB HE CUMTAeTe MEHS JIEIU, — TOPbKO YCMEXHYJIAch AeBYIIKA. — CTOUT JI TPEBOKUTHCS
M3-32 YyXKOW MOTYOIEHHOW pemyTaryu?

Ona ycraBuUjIach B OTOHb, HAJIEsICh OTBICKATh B HEM YCIOKOEHHE. MeuThl PyIIMINCh CIIOBHO
KapTOYHBIN JOMUK, BIIEPE/IN JK1AJIM MOHACTBIPCKUE CTEHBI.

— BBl Tak XOpOI1I0 OCBEIOMJIEHBI O MOUX MBICIISIX! — KOPOTKO paccMesiiCsl Uibep.

Baiiosner HegoymeHHO 3amopraia. Pa3Be OH caM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3a]l He BHICKA3aJICcs C Ipe-
JeJTIbHON KaTeropuyHOCThIO?

— V¥ TeMHBIX MaroB MpUHSATa HECKOJIBKO Apyrasi Mopajib, — COM3BOIMI OOBbsICHUTH Jlayp, —
MIO3TOMY 51 HE Pa3/esisiio MHEHHUsI ee UMIIePaTOPCKOro BearuecTBa. Ecim Ha TO monuio, Hayiexano
cripammBath ¢ Banbrepa, a He ¢ OUapOBaHHOW OJIECKOM €ro KOpPOHBI BUepalllHel MaHCMOHepKu. B
MHTEpece K MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOMY MOy TOXE HET HUYEro JypHOro, HO, MOW BaM COBET, HE HaBSI3bI-
BaliTeCh M He Tpesiaraite cedst CTOIb OTKPHITO.

JleByIiIka paccessHHO KUBHYJIA.

OH HazBan umrneparopa Banbsrepom, coBeTOBaJI MOXYpPUTb, CHUCXOAUTEIBHO, CJIOBHO MJIa[-
nrero Opara. Koro — Bnacrenmua Jlernu! Jliobomy npyromy mogoOHBIE CIOBa CTOMIM Obl KHM3HH,
Heyxenu Jlayp coBcem He Ooutcs? Baitoner npuriisiienachk k codeceqHuky. [Ipesk/ie oHa He 3a1yMbl-
BaJIaCh, MOYEMY JIIOJM TPEMENIyT MPH 3ByKe ero MMeHH, a Terepb HaurHaa JorajasiBarbes. [loxoxe,
IeJI0 He B JIOJKHOCTH U (PUOJIETOBOM KPOBHU, €CTh UTO-TO elie. To, YTO YHUUITOXHUIIO Ty U CTPBITY
¥ MOTJIO OOpaTuTh B Iene Aaxe UMIIepaTopa.

— 3! — Jlayp menaKkHy/1 najablamMu nepej auriomM Baitonet. 1jist 3Toro emy npuiiioch NpUo-
HATHCS U BCEM KOPITYCOM IOZIAThCSl B CTOPOHY, NMPAKTUYECKH Jieub HA TOIJIOKOTHUK. — BBl MeHs
cplmTe?

Baiioner moprayna. Oka3anoch, OHa HACTOJIBKO TITYOOKO MOTpy3usIach B COOCTBEHHbIE MBICIIH,
YTO MpOoCyIIaia OOpaIIeHHbIN K Hell BOMpOC.

— IIpoctute, 51 3a1ymMaiach, UiIbep.

Bpone npo3Byyasno He 1mogoOOCTpacTHO U HE CIMIIKOM kajko. Kak Bce crnoxHo! [Moyemy c
Haypom Jlap’MIpeHOM Hesb3si TOBOPUTD KaK C OOBIYHBIM MYKUYHHOW 7

Nnbep otkunyscs odparHo. Tonbko ceituac Baitoner 3amerwiia, 4to ero mnpasasi JIaIoHb TO-
MpexXHeMy 3aTsiHyTa B repyartky. [IpaBuia STUKeTa 1 30paBblil CMBICH MPEANUCHIBAIN €€ CHATh, HO
Hayp nmu nipereOper. XapakTepHoO, YTO Ha JIEBOU pyKe Mepuarka OTCyTCTBOBAJIA.

— IIpocrute, nnbep... — Bailoner norepna yroiku a3 v CKOJIb3HY/Ia MaJblaMH 10 CKYJaM,
CJIOBHO BbIBEJIa Ha KOXe IMMPOKUI ITPUX. — 51 pHCKYI0 TOKA3aThCsl HEBEXKJIUBOM, HO. . .

He noroBopus, oHa yka3asa ria3amu Ha MepyaTky.

Wnbep mpocnenut 3a ee B3MISAOM U UyTh U3MEHWIT TOJIOKEHUE Tesla, Tereph OKa3aBIIKUCh B
1os1-000pOoTa K JEBYIIKE. DTOro eMy MoKa3aaoch Masio, 1 Jlayp MogHsIICs, OCTAHOBUJICS ITPOTHB OKHA
CIMHOM K TOCThE.

— Bawm nyuine He 3HaTh, — BOH3WI OH B BaifosnieT CHOI HeBUMMBIX UIJI.

B Bo3myxe 3amax;io HampsikeHueM. HeectecTBeHHO mpsiMasi CIMHA WIlbepa, BLETMBIIMECS B
TMOJIOKOHHUK TAaJIbIbl, 3BEHSIIME OT HAIPSKEHHS MBIl CBUIETEILCTBOBAIM O TOM, UTO JAaHHAsS
TeMa CJIMIIKOM Oosie3HeHHa. OJJHaKO, TOMHMO arpecCHH, AEBYIIKA YIOBUIA APYToe — JIETKYIO TOpeyb.

— DK3eMa MPEeKpacHO JICUUTCsl, — PelIuB, 4yTo mpodiema B Oose3Hu, Baiioner momnbitanach
HEYKJTIOXKEe YTEIIUTh MOTEHIMATbHOTO KeHnxa. [Ipex/ie eil He MPUXOIWIOCh BBICTYIIATh B MOJOOHOM
posu. — Ecnut xotute, s1 aM ajipec OTIIMYHOTO JieKapsl.

OTBeTOM CTaJl pacKaTUCTBIN CMeX, coTpsicinil Bce Teso Jlaypa. BailoneT Bcepbes ucyrajiach
3a ero paccyIoK 1 oOHsIa ceOsl pyKamHu, BKAaBIIKCh B MAATKOe Kpecyio. KTo mopyuurcst, 4to Bo BpeMs
npucTyna uibep He yobet ee? OnHako Jayp He mymai cxoguts ¢ yma. OTcMesiBIIMChH, OH TIOBEPHYJICS
K OKaMeHeBIIel OT cTpaxa Baiiosier u HeTOpOIUTMBO CTSIHYJI ePUaTKy:

— BbI Tak XoTenu B3MISAHYTS, Jieau Pemxk.

Port ero uckpuBmics, Ha apy MrHOBEHUI IPEBPATHUB JIMLIO B TPOTECKHYIO TeATPATbHYIO MACKYy.
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CoobOpaszuB, 4Tto youBarh ee He coOuparoTcs, BaiioneT ocTopokHO TepeBesia B3I C JIAla
nibepa Ha ero pyky. Huuero nogo3purenbHoro, koxka Kak Koxa.

— INopoviaute Gnmke, — momanui Jlayp U, MogaBUB CMEIIOK, JOOABIIT: — S He MUTAIOCh IOHBIMU
JEBULIAMH, BaM HUYETO HE IPO3UT.

[110THO cLIeMB pyKH Ha TPy/IH, JEBYIIKA OCTOPOKHO MpHOMM3miIack. Vnbep He ABuTacs, 1axe
HE I1IEJIOXHYJICS, KOTrJJa OHa OKa3aJlach B KAKOM-TO MeTpe OT Hero. B3z BaitoneT mejieHHO CKOb3-
HYJI TIO €ro BBITHYTOH BIOJb Tesa pyke. Bropas pyka [laypa snexana Ha MOJOKOHHUKE, CXMMasa
nepuatky. Kpuk yxaca copasicsi ¢ qeBnubmx ry0. [lonstusimics, Baiioner 3amHynach 0 HOXKKY 4aii-
HOTI'O CTOJIa M pacIijiacTajach Ha MOIy.

— Brnieuatnsier, BepHo? — Jlaypa ee peakiivsi He yAUBWIA, IPYTOil OH U HE OKUIAI.

Hanes nepuatky, oH npegioxui Baitosier nomoiiip, HO Ta, 3aMbluaB, OTIIATHYJIACh OT HPOTSI-
HYTOM PYKH.

— Hanetoch, Teneps Bbl pazaymalid BbIXOAUTH 3a MeHs 3aMyk? IlpaBo, — nuibep noiueBeaun
KOUEeprou MnoJjieHbs1 B KAMUHE, — CJIEIOBAJIO Cpa3y BaM IMOKa3aTh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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