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Korna y denoBeka ecTb MeuTa, 3T0 Xopoiro. Korjga yesoBek roToB Ha BCe, YTOOBI
MedTa cObLIach, 3TO erie Jydine. Ho 9to aenars, eciiv Thl MedTaellbh H1 MHOTO
HU MaJio Kak O TOM, 4TOOBI cTaTh 6orom? M Bcero-to u Hy;KHO JIJIs1 9TOTO, 4TO
yMepeTh. A MOTOM, €CTECTBEHHO, BOCKPECHYTh. A 3a0[THO YHUUTOKHUTH LETbII
MUP, HaCEJICHHBIH JISTHOHAMU JeMOHOB. M Kak ObITh, €CJTU MUP, B KOTOPOM ThI
BOCKPEC, HUUYTh HE MOXOK Ha TOT, B KOTOpoM Thl yMep?Cyiue nyctsiku! Ho
TOJILKO ecyii TBoe uMs Kpeos, TBost poguna — npeBHsiss Umnepus [lymep, a TBOs
npodeccusi — apxumar! B pykax Marnueckui xe3J, 3a MosiCOM PUTYaJIbHBIA HOK,
B CYMKE Marmueckasi KHUra, a Ha Ijiede CUJIUT BepHbIi JKUHH. [la ere, KoHeuHo,
y4eHMIIa, HeKJaHHO-HeraJaHHO HaBsI3aBINAsICSl Ha ICIO. . .
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Anekcanap Pymnazos
Apxumar

Cka3zae smo, On 60336a.1 zpomkum 2onocom: Jlazapwe! Hou eon!

H eviwen ymepuwiuti, o68umuvlii no pykam u Hozam NOZPEOANLHLIMU
neaeHamu, U AUUO e20 00813aHO ObLNO NAAMKOM.
Eeanzeaue om Hoanna

Bockpecumo mepmeozo — 0eno caodicHoe u X10nommuoe, Ho OmMHI00b He
HeBO3MOJICHOe, ecau NOOOUMU K HeMy YMerouu U COOMOCHU 8ce OONJNCHbIE
pumyanol.

Mazuueckas knuea Kpeona

IIpoJior

— Iorpscarome, npodeccop! — BOCXUIEHHO BOCKIMKHYJ CantmoH. — Heyxenu emy neicTeu-
TEJIbHO MATh ThICAY JieT? Beisgaur, Oyaro ymep Bcero mMecsil Hazazn! Moxer, 310 BaMiup?

ITpodpeccop I'prH cHUCXOOUTENBHO B3MIAHYI Ha ToMoIHKKa. FOHBI CaliMOH BCe elle yuuTcs
B YHUBEpcHUTeTe, U [ pUH MOpoii COMHEBAJICS, YTO OH €ro KOoraa-HuOyab» 3aKoHYHUT. Jla, mapeHek camo-
3a0BEHHO JIIOOMT UCTOPUIO U apXEOoJIOTHIO, HO Y HErO HEeT HU MaJIEUIINX CIOCOOHOCTEH K 3THUM Hay-
KaM. [IpIpsiBasi maMsATh, a0COIIOTHOE HEYMEHUE COCPEIOTAYMBAThCS HA YEM-TO KOHKPETHOM JI0JIbIIIE,
YeM Ha AT MUHYT, a [JIaBHOE — HEMCTPEOUMBII 1yX POMAHTHKA.

ITpodeccop ycran TBEpAUTh CBOEMY YUEHHKY, YTO Mpodeccrs apxeosora Jajeka oT Toro, 4em
3aHMMaloTcs HeOe3bi3BecTHble MiHauana [IxxoHce u Jlapa Kpodt. ITo Gonbliieii yacti 310 HyAHbIE pac-
KOITKH JIPEBHHUX KOCTEH M YEeperKoB, a TOTOM He MeHee Hy[JHOe MX M3yUeHHEe B THIIN CBOETO KaOu-
HeTa. ApXeosoru KpaiiHe peaKo HaxXO[SAT COKPOBHINA M elle Peke BCTPedalTcsl ¢ OaHAWTaMH, He
TOBOPs YK O BCSIKOW BBIMBIIUIEHHON HEUUCTH.

Ho CaiimoH, TeM He MeHee, TPOJOJIKaJ Ha YTO-TO HAJIeAThCA.

— BammupoB He cymiecTByeT, — 100pOIyIIHO yeMexHycs ipodeccop. — Ho Thl mpaB, JaHHbIN
OOBEKT JICHCTBUTENHFHO HEOOBIYAliHO XOPOIIO COXpaHmiIcs. Botoch, IOKa y MeHsI HET OOBbsICHEHHS
JaHHOMY (PEHOMEHY ...

— A Bepcuii? — TyT ke NogHauWI pogpeccopa ero accucTeHT. OH IMPEeKpacHO U3Y4YUJI CTaporo
XpblYa ¥ JaBHO yOEAMIICS, YTO OOJIbIIe BCErO YBAKAEMBbII apXe0JIor 000KaeT CTPOUTD BCSKKE THITO-
Te3bl, OOBSICHSST HEOOBSICHIMOE.

— Bepcum HaiinyTcst, — JOBOJIBHO yeMexHyIIcs B 60poaky ['prH. — Bo-niepBhIX, ipeBHME ITyMepbl
MOIVIA BJIAJETh HEKMM CEKPETOM, MO3BOJISAIOUIMM UM COXPaHSATh Teja cBOMX mpasutesneid. Heuro
BPOJI€ ETUNETCKOro 0ajlb3aMUpPOBaHMs1, HO TOJIBKO ropasjo Oosee coBeplleHHoe. .. Ecim s npas, 310
MOXET CTaTh TEMOW [UIsi HOBOH paboThI, BOT MMeHHO. .. Korna 51 BepHych 13 MeKkcuku, 00s13aTesIbHO
U3y4y 3TOro 1aps nooJke. . .

ITpodeccop ynpiOHysCA 1 Hami cede Bozibl. OT MOJOOHBIX pacCykIEHUH eMy BCEra XOTeJI0Ch
IIUTb.

— A BO-BTOpBIX?

— To ectb? — nomopiiICs Mpoeccop, OTBJICUEHHBI OT MPUATHBIX MBICIIEH.

— Bl cka3am — «BO-TIEpBBIX». DTO 3HAYUT, YTO JOJKHO ObITh U «BO-BTOPBIX», — MO3BOJIMII
ceOe ciierka ycMexHyTbcst CaliMOH.

— A, Hy KOHEeUYHO, — KUBHYJI npocgeccop. — Ho BTopast Bepcusi COBCeM He Tak MHTEepecHa. ITO
MOXET OKa3aTbCsl OOBIYHON MMUCTU(DUKALMEN UM CITy4YallHbIM COBIAJICHUEM, U HA CAMOM JieJie STOT
YeJIoBeK yMep He MATb THICSAY JIET Ha3af, a, IOIYCTUM, B IpoluioM Mecsue. IlpaBna, ocraercs Heno-
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HSITHBIM, KaK OH B TAaKOM CJTy4ae nomnaj B 3ToT capkodar. .. JIaqHo, yBepeH, 4To BCKPBITHE Pa3petinuT
3Ty 3arajky.

JlaHHBII pa3roBop Kacajcs capkodara ¢ TeJoM, MPHUCIAHHBIM MTPodeccopy ¢ pacKorok O1u3
EBdpara. Tounee, Toro mecra, rjie TOT KOrJJa-T0 T€K, — 32 MATh THICSYENIETUI PYC/IO BEJIMKOW PEKU
HEMHOI'O U3MEHWIOCh.

Capkodar oTHIONb HE BBIMJISAIEI [IEHHBIM, 3 U capKogaroM ero Mo:XHO ObLIO Ha3BaTh JIUIIIb C
HaTsoKKOM. 1o cyTH, MpoCTO KaMeHHBIN rpod, BCETo ¢ OAHOM KPATKOW HAIIUCHIO HA IPeBHEITyMep-
CKOM. EAMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO MOIJIO 3aMHTEPECOBaTh B HEM, ObLT €0 BO3PACT.

N, KoHEYHO, Teso BHYTpPH.

Koneuno, npucnanu ux He KOHKpeTHO nipodpeccopy ['puny, a B CaH-PpaHICCKUN YHUBEPCH-
TET IITaTa, TAe TOT MPenoaaBal U 3aHUMAJICSl Hay4YHBIMU MccieqoBaHusaMu. Ho koria aesno kacanoch
OHBIX, [TOYTEHHBII Ven I'pUH cTaHOBMIICA HACTOSAIIMM MTApaHOMKOM. OH yKacHO GOSUICS, YTO KOJUIETH
MOXUTSAT OJJHO U3 €T0 FeHUATLHBIX OTKPBITHIA, TO3TOMY OOBIYHO paboTalt 371eCh, Ha TAHOM KBapTHpE,
0 KOTOPO# 3HaJIX TOJIBKO OH U CaiiMOH.

Bo Bcskom ciydae, podeccop I'pun tak cumran. Ha camom nene o0 3Toi KBapTHpe 3HAI
BeCh YHUBEPCHUTET. 3HAJI, U BTallHE TIOICMENBAJICS HAJl CTAPBIM UyJaKOM, YTO OOUTCS 32 COXPAHHOCTh
JPEeBHEro Tpyra.

IMpodeccop HazBan manHOrO MeptBera Hapem. Caenan oH 3T0 HeOOAYMAHHO — POJ 3aHATHIA
MOKOWMHOTO TOKA OCTaBAJICSI HEU3BECTHBIM. A TaK’Ke €ro BO3pacT, TPOUCXO0XkIEHUE, HAIIMOHAILHOCTD
U 1aKe UMs.

XOTs COXpaHUJICS OH ICHCTBUTEIBHO XOpoIio. Koxa CUIbHO MONOpTHIIAch, BOIOCH OECCIIeIHO
MCUe3 M (XOTS OH MOT OBITh JIBIC M TIPU KU3HM), OJEk/Ia MPAKTHUECKU KCT/IeNa, HO B LIEJIOM TeJio
OCTaJIOCh HEMOBPEKICHHBIM.

Tem Oosiee YOMBHUTEIILHO, €CIIN YIeCTh, YTO Mpodeccop He Hallles HUKAKUX PU3HAKOB MyMH-
(ukarmm, HIKaKoro 6aab3aMUPOBAHUS WJIA UHBIX CJIEIOB CTOPOHHETO BMeIIaTeIbcTBa. BHYTph MoKa
HUKTO HE 3aIIsi/IbIBajl, HO U 0e3 Toro ObLIO BUJIHO, YTO BHYTPEHHUE OpraHbl Toxe Ha mecte. HukTo
He HaOMBaJl MEPTBEIly YPEBO COJIOMOM M HE BBITACKMBAJI MO3IY Yepe3 HO3IPH.

[Tpu ku3HU TOT OBLT BHICOKUM MYKYMHOW C TIPABMJIBHBIMH UepTAMU JIMIA. YMep OH B Tpe-
KJIOHHOM BO3pacTe, XOTS U He NTyOOKUM CcTaprKoM. OT OfieXk bl OCTaJIOCh HEMHOT'O, HO BBITJISI/IEIN
9T OOPBIBKY JIOPOTUMH — 3HAYUT, B CBOE BpeMsl OH 3aHMMaJl BRICOKOE TIoyioxkeHue. Ha 3to ke yka-
3bIBajia ¥ POOHUIIA, — HE TUPaMK/a, KOHEYHO, HO JIAJIEKO U He siMa B 3eMJIe.

— A 4TO O3HaYaeT 3Ta HAAMUCH? — ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM cripocui CaliMOH.

— AX 71a, HaIMUCh. .. — PACCesTHHO MPOOOpPMOTaN Tipodeccop, BCe ellle MorpyKeHHbId B CBOU
MBICITU. — Hedto Bpoe ocMepTHON MOJIMTBBI, €CJIN TOJIBKO 51 He OIMMOAIoCh B IIEPEBOJE. .. DTO Be/b
Jlake He JPEBHEITYMEPCKU, a, CKaXkeM. .. JoipeBHenyMmepckuid. Camas 3apsi IMBUJIU3AIIUY. . .

— A Bce-Tak!... HAOMHUCh. .. — HaroMHuJ1 CaiiMOH.

— Ha-na, u3BuHM, — momopuics ['puH. — 31ech HarucaHo «Jla OyzeT cliaBeH B Bekax Mapayk
JByrnaebiii Torop, Bragpika Jlepsati HeOec. [Tpumu u cOeperu Molo ayIny, moKa He MPHUIET Bpems
BEpHYTh ee 00paTHO B TUIOTh. Ecm OyzeT Ha TO TBOSI BOJISA, S1 3aKOHYY TO, 4TO Thl Hadas». CKopee
BCEro, 0OBIYHOE HAArPOOHOE CIIOBO, CBSA3AHHOE C PeIrueid. .. MoxeT ObITh, 3TOT YeJIOBEeK OBLT Kpe-
oM Mapnyka? Jlymato, 310 Toxke 3aciy’)KUBaeT Oojiee mogpoOHOro U3YYEeHH . . .

PasmbIniss, mpodeccop rporiesncs 1o J1adopaTopuy, Ha MUHYTY 33IePKaBIIMCh BO3JIE MOJIKH
C HOBBIMU oOpa3iamMu. BmecTte ¢ 3arajouHsiM rpodoM ObLIO TIOCTABJICHO ellle HECKOIBKO TIPeIMETOB,
HAWJCHHBIX B TOH ke TPOOHUIIE, — MEAHBI HOX, Mapa IIMHSIHBIX YallleK, TIMHSHAS ke TaOIrJKa ¢
Hepac(pPOBAHHBIM TEKCTOM M MaJICHbKUI KAMEHHBIN JIApUMK.

I'puH Ge3pa3MmyHO MPOBEJT PYKOU IO YallKaM W HOXKY, C HEKOTOPBIM MHTEPECOM MPUOTKPBLI
JIApUMK U OPOCHII MUMOJIETHBIN B3IJISA]] HA TAOJMUKY.
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— ITO TOXke JOBOJILHO MHTEPECHBIN MIPEIMET, — 33 JyMUMBO MPOM3HEC OH. — Ta ke camasi M1Chb-
MEHHOCTb, UTO U Ha capkodare, HO 3/IeCb HET HU MaJielIero cMeicia. [Ipocto ciyyaiiHoe couetaHue
CUMBOJIOB. ..

— Mudp? — nonancs srnepen CaitMoH.

— Bo3MoOXHO. A BO3MOXHO — HEM3BECTHBI MHE sI3bIK. HyXHO OyJeT MmompocuTh JOKTOpa
Pusep3a, uroOsl B3r1sHY1. HO 9TO BCe MOTOM, TIOTOM. . .

Yac ObUT yKe MO3JHUM, TaK YTO TPOeccop pelnl 3aKOHIUTh Ha ceropHst. OH OKuHY.T J1abo-
PaTOPUIO pacCesTHHBIM B30POM, YIIOCTOBEPHJICS, UTO €r0 MMCbMEHHBIH CTOM HAJIe:KHO 3alepT, U Haval
HaneBaTh riam. OKTIOpbCKUMM BedepaMu ObIBAaeT MPOXJIATHO JAake B MpeKpacHoM ropoae Can-
dpaniicko, a mpodeccop B MocieaHee BpeMs MOKAILIUBAI.

— [Ipoury. — I'puH 7OOGPOXYIIHO MPOMYCTU YYEHHUKA BIIEPEA. — YCTYITUM JIOPOTY MOJIONOCTH. . .

— Jlo nmoHenenpHMKA, podpeccop! — MaxHyJ pykoir CaliMOH, CITyCKasiCh TIO JIECTHUIIE.

['pyH IpOBOIMII €10 33fyMUYHMBBIM B3JIIIOM. MOJIOOOCTh, MOJIOAOCTD. .. Yero Obl OH TOJIBKO He
OTJaJT, YTOOBI BEPHYThCS Ha3a[l JIET Ha COPOK. ..

3akpbiBasi JBEpb Ja0OpaTOpuH, Mpodeccop Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aMep, HEYBEPEHHO IMPUCITYIIAB-
much. EMy mocbimancs Kakoi-To 3BYK, MOXOXKUN HAa TUKaHbe 4acoB. OH MOCTOSI MUHYTKY, HO
Oonblie HAYero He ycipiman. [loxas miuedamu, npodeccop ['puH moracus CBeT U MOBEPHYI KJTIOY
B 3aMKe.

Bo3moxHO, ecii Obl OH 007181271 00JIee OCTPBIM CIIyXOM WM TTyOOKUMU ITO3HAHUSIMUA B ME/IH-
[IHE, TO pacro3Has1 Obl YCIIBIIIIAHHBIN 3BYK. DTO OBUT yAAp CEepAlla, CAMBII NIEPBbIN yAap, MPO3ByYaB-
A HEOOBIYAHO I'POMKO.

Bnpouem, HUYero yauBuTenbHOTO. JlaHHOE Cepiiie MOJasIo MSTh THICSIY JIeT.
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I'maBa 1

Kpeosn otkpbLi rmaza. Joiarux HECKOIbKO MUHYT NIepe]] HUMU CTOslJIa TEMHOTA, U JIUIIb [10CTe-
MIEHHO 3a0pe3KIJ1 CBET.

Eme Gosbiiie BpeMeH! IOHAI00MIIOCH JIETKMM, YTOObI HOPMAJTbHO 3a/bIIIATh, ¥ CEPILLY, YTOObI
MOJIHOLIEHHO 320U Thcs. MeisIeHHO-Me/IJIEHHO 0 OKaMEeHEBILIMM BEHaM ITOTEeKJIa KPOBb. DTa TAry4vas,
IpsA3HO-Oypast JKMKa He KeJlajla JBUraThCsl TaK, Kak MOJIOKEHO OT MPHUPOJB, U JIMIIb MOTY4asi BOJIS
Kpeosna noarankupana ee Brepes.

ITpomwo Gosble yaca, Mpexk e YeM OKMUBILIMIA MepPTBEL] CyMeJl MOLIEBEIUTb OOJIBIIMM MaIbLIEM
Ha Hore. Ele uepes qBajiiath MUHYT OH cyMes NpUnogHATh pyky. IIpogeccop I'pun cmotpen yxe
TpeTuii coH, Korna Kpeosy HakoHel-To ynanochk BHIIOI3TH U3 CBOETO rpooda.

Ha Horu oH nogHsuics ¢ orpoMHbIM TpyzoM. IlomarsiBasck, TOIKOM HUYEro He BU[sA, OH MO-
IpeXHEMY Majlo OTIMYaicss OT MyMHHU. IlepraMeHTHYI0 KOXY MOXKHO ObUIO NMPOTKHYTbH HaJIbLIEM,
TYCKJIbIE [J1a3a HAlIOMMHAJIU CTEKJISIHHBIE IAPUKU, TOPJI0 CUJIbHO MPUCBUCTBIBANIO, CEPALIE KOIOTH-
JIOCh Yepe3 pa3, XOTsl U YKacHO IpoMKo. JIBrskeHHs ObUIM HeecTeCTBEHHBI, CIOBHO Kpeona nepranu
32 HUTOYKH.

OH nomneITajcs 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO U3 BBICOXIIIETO PTa BhIpBaJics TOIbKO Xpull. Kpeosn ¢ irymom
BTSIHYJI BO3/1yX OTBBIKIIIUMH OT pabOThI HO3APSIMHU, U TTOKOBBUISLT K TOW CaMOM MOJIOUKE, Ha KOTOPYIO
npodeccop MOJOKUIT OCTAJIbHBIE TPEMETHI.

Pyka ¢ HerHymmmucs najbpliaMy HEJIOBKO OOXBaTHJIa JIApUMK U MOJHEcHa K miaszam. [pyras
pyKa yxBaTuiia TaOJMUKy ¢ Haamuchlo. Kpeor mpocMoTpert ee v pacTsHyI I'yObl B KaJIKOM TTO00UN
YIIBIOKM — 002 HEOOXOOMMBIX TpeaMeTa ObLIIH 371eCh, BO3Jie Hero. HUKTo He yKpaul uX, He TOXUTHIL.

JlapurK OH MOCTaBHJI Ha IPEXHEe MECTO, a BOT TAOIMYKY 00XBAaTHII 0OSUMH JIaI0HSIMH U TIOTIBI-
TaJICS IPOYECTh HaANUCh BCayX. [lomydnnock miioxo. Morydas Marus nposecia Kpeosa ckBo3b Beka,
cOeperiia B LIEJIOCTU TeJIO, BEPHYJIA K JKU3HU... HO, YBbI, HE B UI€AIHOM COCTOSIHUM. TOT rHUIION
JIOCKYT, YTO NPUXOAMUIIOCH HAa3bIBATh SI3bIKOM, HE MOT IIPOU3HECTU OIHOTO-€IMHCTBEHHOTO CJIOBA, HE
TOBOPs YK O HECKOJIBKUX CTPOKAX.

Kpeon ycerncs Ha kpaii capkodara u 3agymaics. Ero oxunaer 6e3mMepHoe MHO)ecTBO aen. OH
CHOBA )KMB, CHOBA JIBIIIUT U XOIMT... HO 3TO €IMHCTBEHHOE, 4YTO Y Hero ecTb. Hajo NmoHATh, Kyaa
OH TIOMaJI, HACKOJILKO M3MEHMJICSI MUD 3a MAThAECAT BeKoB. Hasto o63aBecTrch yoexKuIneM, Cryramu.
Hano cesasarbes ¢ [IpekpacHeiiieil v y3HaTb, B CHJIE JIU UX JIOTOBOP.

Ho cambIM niepBbIM Je10M HaJJ0 POYecTh 3aKIMHaHue. Bo-nepBriX, OH oderan pady, uTo cie-
JIaeT 3TO, KaK TOJILKO OKHMBET, a BO-BTOPHIX, 3TO KM3HEHHO HEoOXoquMo emy camomy. bes Boccra-
HABJIMBAIOIIMX Yap 9TO OPEHHOE TeJIO MPOTSHET B JIyUIlleM Clly4yae CyTKH. A MOTOM... notoM Kpeoin
CHOBA CTaHeT Oe3/IbIXaHHON MyMHUEN.

3Ha4YUT, HY’KHO 3aCTaBUTh YEIIOCTH U SI3bIK padoTarh. Kak yrogHo, Ho paboTarh.

CnaceHue npUIIUIO B BUJIE CTAKaHa BOJbI, 3a0bITOro Ha ctosie rnpogeccopom I'punom. Teras
Oe3BKyCHasl JKMAKOCTh MPOJIMJIACH Ha SI3BIK OOKEeCTBEHHBIM HekTapoM. Kaskblii rmotok Kpeon cma-
KOBAJI 110 HECKOJIBKO CEKYyH/I, BIMTHIBAT BCEMU MOpamMu. BOT HaKOHEI] OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO TyOBI
CHOBa €My MOAUYMHSIOTCS, U OBICTPO NMPUHSJICS YUTATh:

Boxe, He 3Ha 51 — Kperka TBOs Kapa.

KnatBoy BeMKOM JIETKO MOKJISJICS.

3aKoH TBOM Ipe3pe, 3alles JAIEKO,

Jleno TBoe B Oeze HapyIIWIL. . .

I'pexu MOM MHOTHY — Kak cJieJiajl — He 3HalO.
Boxe, yiimu, OTITyCTH, YCIIOKOM 3710 B CEpALE. . .
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CKoBaHO TeNo, Hyk/Ja MEHsI MyYuT,
VYcnex Mo MUHYII, TIPOIILIA yaaya,
Cuna ocnabia, KOHUWIACh TTPUOBLITE,
Tocka u 06es1a 3aTMIIA MOM OOJIHK.

Ho 4to HeoTCcTyImHO 3kenalo, moaydy HelpeMeHHO.
[IpesxHsIs ceHb 10 MOJIMTBE BEPHETCH,

JxvHH XyOaKcHc SIBUTCS MO HEOTCTYITHOM Tpockoe,
SIBUTCS K XO35IMHY, UTOOBI BHOBb BEPHO CITyKHTh.

Kpeon pactsHyn ryObl B yibiOKe, OmIyInasi, Kak CTPYUTCS MO Tely MpaHa. YCIbIaa poBHOE
OveHue cepiia U BTSHYJI MOJTHOW IPyablo BO31yX. PyKu M HOrM CHOBa CTany MoguvHsTHCS. [Tasa,
J0ceie TYCKJIble M MyCThIe, 3aropesich )KUBBIMU OTOHBKAMH. YBEPEHHO c/ienaB mar, Kpeos oTKphLt
POT ¥ CMayHO, C YJOBOJILCTBUEM, TIPOU3HEC:

— 4 Bepnyiica. Upeso Tuamar, A Bce-Taku BEpHYJICH.

OH BOCCTaHOBWJICS JaJIeKO HE TMOJHOCTBIO, HO TENepbh €My yke He I'PO3HUT MPOCTO YIacTh
3amMepTBO. B Takom cocrostHum Kpeon cMoxeT rmpeObiBaTh HE MEHBIIE TPeX JHEH. .. XOTs TIOTOM BCe
PaBHO CIOXHET.

Hano Gyner moToM MOBTOPHUTH MPOLIEAYPY.

[TpousHeceHHOE 3aK/IMHAHUE MOJEUCTBOBAIO He Tobko Ha Kpeona. [lycTtoit napumk, ocras-
JeHHbIl ipodeccopom ['puHOM Oe3 BHUMaHHMS, caM COOO pacliaxHYJICS, U U3 HEro BBUICTENIO YIH-
BUTEJILHOE CYILIECTBO.

To 6but mxuHH. CaMbIil HACTOSIIUHA JIKUHH.

VY Hero He ObLJIO HOT, HO 3aTO ObLTIA KPbUIbsl — MEPENoHYaThie, KaK y JieTyyeid MbIH. Pyku
B3[yBJIMCh MYCKYJIaMH, a IIECTUTIAJIbIE JIAAOHN 00JIa il KPUBBIMU KOTITsIMHU. Hasl elMHCTBEeHHBIM
71a30M BO JIOY pOC AJIMHHBIM, 3arHyTHIN KBepXy por. OckajieHHas macTh UCKPUBIIIACH B YXMBLIKE,
Y U3 Hee BBIPBAJICS SI3bIUOK OTHSI.

Kt0 yromHo ucmyrascst 661 TOGOOHOTO YyIOBHINA. .. Oyab OHO MoKpynHee. [TokuHyBIIMi Jap-
YHK KUHH POCTOM €/IBa MTPEBOCXOAN MBIIIIb.

Xybakcuc noH Kacaputec amb-Kedap ciayxun Kpeomy Oonmbine copoka jer. He cuwmras,
KOHEYHO, TeX THICSUYENeTHI, YTO 00a OHU MPOBEIH B ITyOOKOM CHE, MaJIO OTIMYMMOM OT CMEpPTH.
JIns KUHHA IONOOHOE eCTECTBEHHO, TIOITOMY XYOaKCHC MPOCHYJICS OOIPBIM, BECeIbIM M CTpaIall
pasBe uTo oT royiofa. OH MPOCKJT XO3SIMHA TOJIOKUTH B TPOOHHMITY XOTsI ObI TIApy Jiereniek, Ho Kpeon
Ha3BaJI €r0 UAMOTOM.

Boobme Xybakcuc OblT Ha peIKOCTh CTA0BIM JHKMHHOM. OJJMH U3 CAMBIX JKaJIKUX U HUYTOX-
HBIX oomuTatesei Kada, mupa, rjae pacroiokeHo XaHCTBO JUKUHHOB U g putoB. [la K ToMy ke rocy-
JAPCTBEHHBIN MTPECTYTHUK, IPUTOBOPEHHBIM HA POAMHE K CMEPTHOW Ka3HHU.

Kpeosn He nonbiThIBasIcs, yeM MMeHHO XyOakcuc Tak Haconmm Bemkomy Xany. OH BCero Juiib
pab — komy Kakoe aeno? Ecim BOT 3TOT HOX, CKa)keM, KOro-To yOms1 — pa3Be CTaHeT OH OT 3TOro
xyxe ciyxuth Kpeomy?

['maBHOE, YTO MMEHHO U3-3a CBEPIIIEHHOTO MPECTyIUIeHUs1 XyOaKkcHhcC 1 3anpoaascs B pabCTBo.
Io 3akonam Kada pab — Bcero auib COOCTBEHHOCTh, U HE MOXET OBITh TIOKapaH MO 3aKOHY.

Bo BcsikoMm ciydae, 1Moka 1B ero XO3s1H.

Xy0aKkcuc He TATOTUIICSI CBOMM TonoxkeHneM. Kpeos Obl1 He caMbIM MTPUSATHBIM YEJIOBEKOM U
He 0co00 kajea padoB, HO UKUHH — 9TO BCE-TaKM JKMHH, IIYCTh M KPOXOTHBIA. [DKUHH — IIeHHAs
coOctBeHHOCTh. Tak uto Xybakcucy xunock ipu Kpeose Heruioxo: Bceraa chit, paboToil He 3arpy-
KeH, a caMoe IJIaBHOE — B 0€301aCHOCTH.

Ho xo3smH, mycTh ¥ BeJMKHIA Mar, OblT yesnoBekoM. CMmepTHbIM. M co BpeMeHeM OH Haval
CTapeTh.
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O, Kpeon He ucnyrasicst Ob1 0ObIYHON cMepTH. biaro 4yapbl MOIJIN e OTCPOUUTD — He HaBCer/a,
HO OYEHb W OYEHb HAIO0JTr0. MI3BECTHO HEMAJIO CPE/ICTB U PUTYAJIOB, CIIOCOOHBIX 3aMeITUTh Oe3kKa-
JIOCTHBIN XOJl BpEMEHH.

K coxanenuio, Hu oqauM 13 HuX Kpeosn He Mor Bocrionib3oBathbesi. Hekotopoe Bpems Hazaz OH
3aKJIIOYMIT OAHY CAAENKY. JIOBOJIBHO OMPOMETUYMBYIO, O KOTOPOW MO3/IHEE yKACHO MOXKaJIEI.

W xorja npuiuio BpeMs IaTuTh 1o cyetaM, Kpeos 6aHasibHO CTpyCHIL.

Bor Torma-to Xy0akcuc U MpeasiokKul XO35IMHY BOCIIONB30BATHCS OTHUM IMPOYHO 3a0BITHIM
criocodom. CII0KHBIM, 3aKOBBIPUCTHIM, HO AericTBeHHBIM. C ero momoinsio Kpeon mor o6pectu Gec-
CMepTHE, a 320[HO U 0OBECTU BOKPYT MaJbla KPEIUTOPOB.

Honroe Bpemst Kpeon konedascs, vickan apyrue mytu. OueHb YK PUCKOBAaHHBIM Ka3aJiCsl eMy
3TOT CIOCO0. YCHYTh CMEPTHBIM CHOM Ha HecueTHbIe BeKa. .. iesible ThicsiyesneTusi!.. HaBcerna ocra-
BUTb IIPEXKHIO XU3Hb U JIOM, BCE 3HAKOMOE U U3BeCTHOE. OUHYThCS B COBEPIIEHHO HOBOM MUpE,
0€3BECTHBIM U3rOeM U OpOISATON.

He ciumikom nm oporast tieHa?

Kak pemmn Kpeos B KoHIle KOHIIOB — He ciumkoM. OfiHa 3HaKoMmasi yoeausa ero Taku IMpu-
CJIyHIaThCSl K MAJICHPKOMY JIKMHHY. 3HaKOMasi, TOKe 3aKJII0UYMBILAS C MAT'OM CBOETO pOAa JIOTOBOP. ..
XOTs1 cKopee TpocTo odiee aeno. OnHa MajieHbKast 3aTesi, KOTOPYIO OHM C HHTEPECOM 00CY K JalTH.

B npesnem Illymepe 3ta 3ares Bps JM MOITIa yBEHYAThCA ycniexoM. IIpocto eme He npunuio
Bpems. [lecsaTok wim naxe cotHio jieT Kpeosn mor npocto nopoxaars, Ho [IpekpacHewas yTBep-
’KJana, 4To 1 Toraa OyJaeT CIUIIKOM paHo. HyKHO moTeprieTs X0Ts Obl ThICSUYeNIeTHe. . . a JIyYIlle TPH-
YeTslpe.

Jlaxxe caMple BeJMKHME Maru OOBIYHO HE KMBYT TakK JOJTO.

JIBa roga mar u ero pad rOTOBMJIMCH K PUTYyaly, MOrPyXaloleMy B CMEpTHBIA coH. Kpeodn
MOTPATUII U3PSAHYIO YaCTh COCTOSIHUSI M YMOPWJI HE OJJHY COTHIO paboB, YTOOBI MOCTPOUTH HEMOM-
BJIACTHYIO BpEeMEHH I'POOHHUITY U CKPBITh CAMO €€ CYIIECTBOBAHHE OT BCEX XKUBYIIMX. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OH BOIIIEJ BHYTPb, IPUHEC KPOBABYIO KEPTBY U YCHYJ, (PaKTUUYECKU YMED Ha ISITh THICAY JieT. POBHO
CTOJIBKO OBLIO HYKHO, YTOOBI TIOAIMUCAHHBIA KPOBBIO JOTOBOP YTPATHII CUITY.

[No crpanHOMY Karpusy CyabpObl apXeoJornyecKas SKCIeAUIHS pacKoraia ero BCero 3a Mecsiil
10 BOCKPEILIEHHUS.

[NepBonavansHo Kpeon codupascs crienars Ha000poT — 9To0B XyOaKCHC OKUIT TIEPBBIM, a YK
noToM pa30oynui ero. Ho motoM Bposk/ieHHas! TONO3PUTENBHOCTD 3aCTaBIJIA €0 MePEMEHHTh pellie-
HUE — OH HEMHOTI'0 OMACaJICs, YTO J)KUHH OCTABUT €T0 TPYIIOM.

Her, Kpeosn noBepsin XyOakcucy. .. HACKOJIBKO OH BOOOIIE MOT JIOBEPATh OKpyskatomum. 1 on
3HAJI, YTO HU OJUH JDKWHH HUKOTJA HE HapyIIuT JaHHoW KJsATBbl. Ho Bce e Kpeon pemmn nepe-
CTpaxoBaThCAl.

YecTHO rOBOpsI, OH BOOOIIE TOAyMbIBaT He Opath XyOakcuca B rpoOHuIty. He oco6o-To yx
Kpeon noposxwun stum cBoum padom. [TpuBbIK K HeMY 32 MHOTHE TOJIbI, HO TIOPOU YIUBJISIICSA — YEro
paay AEpXKUT MpU cede CTOMb KAJIKOE CYIIECTBO?

Bripouem, maxe Takoi MaJeHbKUN U CJIa0bIi UKUHH — 9TO BCE paBHO JUKUHH. ECiu demoBeky
MIPUXOJUTCS Maruu YYUTHCS — TOIaMU KOPIeTh HaJ| KHUTaMU, 3yOpHUTh 3aKJIMHAHUS U TPEHUPOBATh
YaKphl, — TO BCAKUI PKUHH yKe POKAaeTCs BOMIIeOHMKOM. Marust OyKBaJbHO TeUeT B UX KUJIax.

Xybakcuc Toxke Koe-uto ymen. Kak u mo0oi [)KUHH, OH MOT IIPOXOAUTh CKBO3b CTEHBI (Kpome
MEJIHBIX ), YBEJIMUMBATLCS M YMEHBINATHCH (XOTS OYSHb HEHAJO0JIT0) M M3MEHSITh BHEIIHUIN OOJIUK
(ouensb wioxo). Kpome toro oguu u3 nepyiek Xybdakcrca ObUT UPPUTOM, TaK YTO OH YHACIIEIOBAJ
OrHEHHOE JIbIXaHue (Ype3BbIYaiiHO cnadoe).

N3 cOOCTBEHHBIX k€ MAarMuecKuX JapOBaHWUI KPOIIEUHBINA JKMHH MOT TIOXBACTAThCS TOJIBKO
wimosusMu. Mupaxkamu. O, BOT UX OH yMeJI TBOPUTD MPEKPACHO. .. XOTs ObUI OHU CTOJIb K€ HeBe-
JIMKH, Kak 1 oH cam. Ho Bce syuriie, yeM HUUEro — Jaxe Takou JKWHH IOJIE3€H B XO3SICTBE.

— Xo-xo! — muckHyn XyoOakcuc. — Ham Bce-Taku yIaioch 9TO cemaTh, XO3s1H !

10
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— Ham?.. — nomusan 6posu Kpeon. — Haromuu, pad, B 4eM COCTOUT TBOsI 3aciiyra?

— 51 naBaJs COBETHI, XO35IMH, — HEBO3MYTUMO OO0 XyOakchc, MEPHO B3MaxyBasi KPbUIBIIII-
kamu. — Kcratu, He mprMu B 061 1y, HO BHITJISIMIIG Tl KaK 3arIeCHEBENbIN (DUHUK.

Kpeon pasppaxkenso omrynan jauio. He 4ToObl €ro CHIbHO BOJHOBAJIA BHEIIHOCTH, HO... HO
OHa €ro Taku BOJHOBasIa! Mar He MMeeT npaBa BBIJISIETh, KaK 3allJIeCHEBE bl (PUHUK !

Tem Oosnee, uto Kpeon HeHaBu e (PUHUKH.

— 3epkao, 3epKajio, MHE HYXKHO 3epKaJo. .. — 3a00pMOTaJ OH, 03UPasICh IO CTOPOHAM.

— [To-MoeMy, 3TO Kak pa3 OHO, — YCITYRKJIUBO COOOMIMIT XyOaKCUC, 3aBICHYB BO3JIe HEOOJIBIIIOTO
3epKaJIblia, BUCSINETO HaJl yMBIBAIBHUKOM.

Kpeosn mocnenms BOCronb30BaThesl YKa3Koi JkUHHA. OH YCTaBUIICSI HA CBOE OTPaXeHUe, U
€ro YeNTI0CTh MEJICHHO TIOMNOoJI371a BHU3. PyKH ropecTHO OIIyIbIBaIU MJICHIMBBIN Yeper.

[Tarp ThICSY JeT Ha3ag Kpeon Mor moxBacTaThCsi TyCTOH MIEBETIOPOW, POCKOITHBIMU yYCaMH U
3aBUTON OOpONOI. KOoHEuHO, ¢ BO3pacToM ero BOJIOCSHOM MOKPOB MPHOOpeN OJaropoiHyio CeIuHy,
HO 3TO €ro TOJIBKO YKpacuio. OH He MOT TIOBEpHTh, YTO Tereph CTaJl MPaKTUYEeCKH Jibic. Heckombko
YyJIOM YLEJIEBILIMX BOJIOCKOB YTEIIUTh €r0 HE CMOIJIM.

[MpaBaa, ocraBanach HaAEkK/1a, YTO TETIEPh BOJIOCH CHOBA HAYHYT PACTH. ..

Ho emte 6ompire Kpeona oropuwm nBer Koxku. PaHbiiie OH ObUT IPUATHOTO IJ1a3y OPEXOBOTO
OTTEHKa, ¥ eMy 9TO HpaBWJIOCh. Terephb OH clienasics: 6ebiM, Kak priobe OpIoXo.

N m1a3za nokpacuenu. . .

[Tpo onexy OH pemw mokKa He JyMaTh — Ja e MPAKTUYECKU U He ObLIO.

— Tem He MeHee. .. — B310XxHY1 Kpeon, noqHuMas ouun 1oy, — TeM He MeHee, Onarogapio 1eds,
Mapayk, 3a HUCTIOC/IaHHYI0 ynaudy. KisiHych MOCBATHTH 3Ty BOMHY TeOe U TOJbKO Tede!

— Kaky1o BoiiHy, X0341H? — HACTOPOKMJICA KUHH. — [Ipo BOMHY Thl HUUYETO MHE HE TOBOPUIL. . .

— Momuars, pad, — OypKHYJ Mar. — 9T0 HE TBOEro yma Aeio. DTO KacaeTcsl TONbKO MEHs U
[Ipekpacheiiiieii. B ocHOBHOM MeHSI.

— Jla He OUeHBb-TO ¥ XOTEJIOCh, — MoK IJIe4aMu XyOaKkcHc, 03Upasich MO CTOPOHAM. — 3Haelllb,
XO3$IMH, 51 [yMaJl, 9TO Mbl OYHeMCsI B TBoel rpoOHuiie. Ho, Mbl, moxoxe, rae-To B JpyroM MecTe. . .

— Bepho, — kuBHyn Kpeos, otopBaBimch ot 3epkaia. — IHTepecHO, Kak MbI TYT OUyTHJIHCH?..

— HagepHoe, Hac KTO-TO Halle. .. U EpeHec Cloa.

— Ckopee Bcero. Kak gymaenib, KTo 910 cienait. .. v 3aueM? §1 gymait, 4To XOpoLlIo CHpATAIICS. . .

— Moxer, Tpoii? — npearnonoxun Xyoakcuc.

— He roBopu uenyxu, pa6! — ¢ppipkHyI Mar. — Eciii ObI 9TOT 030D HAIIEro pojia OTHICKAJ MOIO
MOTUJTY, OH He CTal Obl BO3UTBCS C TIEPEHOCKOM, a TPOCTO CXKEr TO, YTO OT MEHs OocTajioch. Her,
yBepeH, uto Tpoii u cam gaBHO B Moruie. U ciaBa Goram, a To MHE yKacHO HaJJOeJI0 OTpakaTh aTaKu
3TOro XOJai Ju. . .

— Xo3s1H! — YKOPU3HEHHO MUCKHYJT JKUHH. — He rHeBu 60ros!

— 3aBucTHUKA, — nonpaBuiicst Kpeoit. — Bot ckaxu, oTkyaa onu 6epyrcsi? § BOT STUMU pyKaMu
OTHpaBUiI B JISHT YeTBEphIX apXUMAaroB, MBITABIIMXCS MEHsI IPUKOHYMTh, & OHU BCE HE 3aKaHUMBa-
mmcek! Dckerunr, Menrcke. .. Taii-Kepa npumutocs yousats aeBsth pa3! Upeso Tuamar, 1o cux nop
He oMMy, KaK eMy 3TO yAaBaJioch. .. Kcrat, mocMoTpH, kKakoe MHTepecHoe 3epKajo... OHO 4To ke,
u3 crexisia? Pa3Be Takoe BOZMOKHO?

— Tak sicHO OoTpakaer... — MPUCBUCTHYJ JKUHH, BEPTSACH MEPej1 3epKajiblieM. — Xopolee 3ep-
KaJIO, XO35IMH.

— Xoporuee. .. CMoTpH, U crakaH u3 crekia! [loxoxe, TyT )KUBET KaKOK-TO Oorad. . .

— A 3710 4TO Takoe? — PKMHH B3JIeTeN K MOTONKY, OcMaTpuBasi Joctpy. — [TocMoTpu, X03s11H,
Kakas uHTepecHas Beulb! KisHych BesimkuM TamMMy30M, 3TO ke ajiMasbl!

Ha camom pene smoctpa npogeccopa I'puna cocTosiia n3 0OBIYHBIX CTEKJISTHHBIX MofiBecoK. Ho
B ipeBHeM lllymepe cTekJIo CTOMIIO OYeHb JOPOTo M MOJAOOHBIX U3JEIMI U3 HEro He BhIPE3alIH.
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— Ot10 He anMasbl, — PuIpkHYI Kpeosn, ocMoTpeB JiiocTpy noBHUMaTesbHee. — CIUIIKOM YK
KpynHble. Eciii 9T0 HacTosiiye aaMasbl, 3TOT MPEAMET J0JKEH CTOUTH 1IEJIOr0 JBOPILIA.

— A Bapyr? — Bo3pazui XyOakcuc. — Y Benmkoro XaHa Takux MpeMeToB ObUIO CTOJTBKO, UTO. . .

— Tak-1o B Kadpe, — nmepedun Kpeosn. — YV Bac Tam camoriBeTsl ropamu Jiexxart. iIMu getu urpaior
BMECTO KaMYIIIKOB.

— A MOXeT, OHU U 3/1eCh TeTlepb TaK ke Jiexkar? X035MH, MbI K€ MPOCTIAJIH MSTh THICAY JIeT!

— Jla, mosyaraio, MUp 3a 3TO BpeMs CUJIbHO U3MEHWUJICS. .. — cornacuics Kpeort.

— Jla eme Kak CHJIbHO! — BO3OMMJI JUKUHH, MPOCKOJIB3HYB 32 JKAJTI03U.

Mar npucoeJuHUIICS K HEMY M TOXe BOCXMIIIEHHO axHYII.

Kpeosn u panbinie ObiBaJT B Topoiax, Boi3biBalonmx tperner. OH Buzaen apopis-mMupaxu Kada,
Ooponw mo ThicsuebamenHomy Mpemy u noceman OeckpaiiHe-norpsicaommii bpuaporen. U Bce
paBHO Bu1 HOuHOTrO CaH-®paHIMCKO MOBEepr apxumara B u3ymiieHue. XoTs Obl IOTOMY, YTO Ha Ceit
pa3 To ObUIO HEe JUBO MHOTO MUpAa, a 3emiist. Pognas 3emutsi, HacesieHHast OOBIYHBIMU CMEPTHBIMH.

— Heyxenu 310 Takoii ropos, Xo3suH? — OJIaroroBeiHoO crpocui XyOakcuc.

— He 3Hawo... — MeanenHo nokavain rososoil Kpeon. — UpeBo Tuamar! Mbl 1efiCTBUTENBHO
MIPOITYCTUIIM Yepecuyp MHOTO. .. [Ipuiercss cpouHO HaBepCTHIBAThH YITYIIEHHOE, €CIIU s1 XO4y CHOBa
3aHATh MecTo BepxoBHoro Mara Illyme. .. o Mapayk, aa cymectsyer ju ete [lymep? [la 1 moMHAT
mum ero erie XoTs Ob1? [Ipokssteiii Tpoit, ecu Obl HE OH, MHE HE MPHUIIUIOCh Obl XOPOHUTH Ce0sl B
TaKoOW TaiHe. ..

— W emie dnurop, X0351H.

— Ha, 1 Dnurop, KOHeUHO. .. — moMpaunen Kpeor.

— U Memen’Pyx-ax.

— 310 oTpoake 3Meu U Kpokoauia! Hazieock, oH Mydascs nepes cMepThio!

— U cakum Ceapmoro Llapcrsa.

— Ecnu 6b1 oH He ObLT TecteM JlyranbOanssl, 51 Obl JABHO. . .

— W nam Benukuii XaH.

— Bp-p-p, He HantoMuHaii!

-U...

— [Jla 3amMomTumIIb Thl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?! — B3peBes Mar, Opbisrast Ha XyOakcuca CIoHOM. — S
3HAI0, CKOJIKO y MeHsI BparoB. .. Obl1o! Xa, pad, Tenepb OHU Bce KOPMAT YepBeii!

— 1 ObI He OBUT TaK KaTerOpHUeH, X035MH, — IPOTUBHBIM TOJIOCKOM IPONHIIAJ JKUHH. — Benu-
kuid Xan Buaen [lotom, oH BIIOIHE MOT I0KUTH U 1O 3THX AHeH. [la u Diuropa TpyIHOBATO MPUKOH-
YUTb. ..

— [IpukoHYy, — CKY4YHBIM roJIocoM rooderia mMar. — M ero, 1 ero Xxo3simHa, ¥ BCeX OCTAIbHBIX,
CKOJIBKO MX TaM HH €CTb. .. JlaliTe MHe TOJIBKO cOOpaThCs C CUIIAMM. . .

Kpeon ¢ MpayHbiM BUAOM TIpoIIeNCs MO KOMHATe, MOAONTY 3aJepKUBasCh BO3JE KakIOTO
HE3HAKOMOTro TpeaMeTa. To ecTb mpocTo Bo3ie Kaxaoro. OcoOblil MHTEpeC Y Hero BBI3BAIM JEK-
TPOHHBIE YaChl, CIIOKOIHO MepIalolIye Ha MUCbMEHHOM CTOJIE.

— BonmeGHble nucbMena, X03uH! — BOCXUTHIICS XYOAKCHUC, 3aryIsiIpBas Mary yepes 1Jiedo.

— [NousTs OBl e1rie, uTO OHM O3HAYAIOT. [IPSMOYTOIBHUK, MATOUYKa, ABE TOUKH, JIOMaHAas 4epTa,
MPSMOYTOJIBHUK. .. XM-M, BTOPOH MPSIMOYTOJILHUK TOXE MPEBPATHJIICS B MAJIOUKY .. .

— D10 OYyKBHI?

— Ha ne 3Haio 51! — gocapymipo nomopimics Kpeon. — OQHO SICHO — Mbl TONANM B )KWJIKIIE Mara.

— Jlaxxe He 3Hal... — 3aCOMHEBAJICS IKMHH.

— Hukakux comuenuii, pad! Hu y koro pyroro He MoeT ObITh B JoMe Takux Bemieit! KoneuHo,
3TO Mar, — KOMY ellle MOXET MOHAI00MThCSI MOCTABUTH B 3aJie capkodar ¢ MEpTBBIM TeJIoM ?

— MaioBara 3ana-to. ..
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— Moxet ObITh, 3TO OeTHBIN Mar, — oxa Tiedamu Kpeost. — XoTs1, 3Haellb. .. He TIOX0XKe 3TO
Ha JKWIHUILE Mara, eciy MpUIsiaeTbcss. Maruu He 4yBCTBYIO. Best Marust 311ech. .. BOT, MbI C TOOOIA.
Ja eme rpod Mo, KOHEYHO . . .

— W Mot napuuk, — NOQIaKHYJT [UKUHH.

— la, v TapuMK, KOHEUHO. .. — paccestHHO cornacuiics Kpeo, mepedupas Bemu. — Tak, 910 He
Moe. .. I'ne Mou nHCTpyMeHTHI BooOIe? Thl X HUTAE TOOIN30CTH HE BUAMIIID?

— Kakue nHCTpyMeHTBI, X03MH? — He MOHsIT XYOaKCHUC.

— Takue nHCTpYMeEHTHI! — mocTy4van cede o a0y mar. — Mou! Konnosckue! Kotopsie st ¢ codoit
B rpoOHUIly nosiokmi! Be3 KOTophIX MHE KOJI0BaTh TPYIHO... TpyaHee. Marnueckast ’KapoBHS, —
Hayas 3aruarh nasbipl Kpeoo, — vara 1si BapeHust 3e7IMid, PUTYaTbHbIA HOX AJIs1 YepUSHU s U KEePT-
BOIIPUHOIIIEHHI, MarnyecKast CaMOY/IJIMHSIIONIASICS TIeTb s U3MEPEHHI U CBSI3bIBAHUS BPaXK JEOHBIX
J€MOHOB, Marue€CKUi Ke3J1. .. TOT CaMblid, KOTOPbIH JIOJ)KHA XOPOIIIO TOMHUTh TBOSI CIIMHA. .. aMy-
JIeT, IpeLypex Jalolyii 00 OMACHOCTH. .. BCe, okanyi. Bosbie B rpoy He nmoMecTmiiock. I e 3to
BCe, pab6?!

— Yro Thl MEH$I-TO CIIpaIUBaeIib, X03sMH? — oouesncs Xybakcuc. — A He Opan! Moxert, ToT
Mar, KOTOpbII BHIKpaJI TeOs1 13 TPOOHMIIBI, BCE ITO TE-TO CIIpsTa?

Kpeosn npuHioxascs, moBepTes roloBoi, a MOTOM PEIIUTEILHO OTBEPT Ty BEPCHIO.

— Her. CBou UHCTPYMEHTBHI 51 Obl MOYYBCTBOBAJ 32 ThICAUY JIOKTeH! 3Haelb, Kak JOJro sl UX
nenan?

— $1-To 3Hal0. .. — MPOOOPMOTAT JKMHH.

—Hy u?..

— Yro, x039uH?

— He 3acraBnsit MeHs tepnets, pad. OpuipaibHO Thl MOH oyX-coBeTUMK. BoT u coBetyii!

— A-a-a... MOXeT OBbITb. .. rpabuTen MOruI?

— IIpu yem TyT rpaduTeny Morui? — nocaaauBo momopiics Kpeon. — §1 3ammrun rpoOHUILY
yapamu Beiciiero CKpbITHS!.. XOTSI B KOHEUHOM MUTOre 3TO Tak U He nomorio. HaBepHoe, ncromm-
JIMCh 32 CTOJIBKO JieT. Ho mouemy ke OHM He B3sUTH BCero octayibHoro?.. Het, TyT TouHO nmopadoranu
Mard. ..

— Jlo/mkeH HanmoMHUTh TeOe, XO35MH, YTO BCE TBOU MHCTPYMEHTHI ObLIIM YKPAILIeHbl 30JI0TOM U
CaMOIIBETAMH, & BOT MOH JIAPUUK, TBOU I'po0, TaOIMYKA U BCE OCTAJIBHOE — MIPOCTO KAMEHHBIE. . .

Kpeon 3apymancs. CroBa KMHHA 3BYYasId JOCTATOYHO MPaBJIONOA00HO.

— T ipaB, pad, — HEOXOTHO KUBHYJI OH. — B TakoM ciydae jymaii, Kak MHE UX BEpHYTh. U
noObICTpee — 3TO JIJISE MEHsI cefvac JIesio MepBOCTENIeHHON BaKHOCTH.

— X035IMH, MOTY JIU sl HAIOMHUTb, YTO MbI HAXOAMMCSI B JKWJIMIIE Mara, CKopee BCero, Bpax-
eOHOro HaM, a Thl cefyac Oe33aluTeH, Kak MilageHer?

— He nopu uenyxu! — ¢oipkay;a Kpeon. — Eciau Ob1 3TOT Mar xoten Hac yOuTh, OH MPOCTO HE
naj Obl MHE OXHTh!.. M-11a, Kak-TO 3TO HE Tak Mpo3Byvasio... HeBakHO, Bce paBHO MEPBBIM AEJIOM —
MHCTPYMEHTHI. [lymaii!

— BbI30BU 1eMOHa, 1 IPUKaKH €My OTBICKATb TO, UTO ThI IOTEPSLT, — O€3 JIMIITHUX Pa3MbIIUICHUN
npeanokmt XyOakcuc.

— HemoHa, ropopulllb. .. — 3agymMaics Kpeon. B npuHuuie, 3romy HI4ero He Memajio — 4To-
YTO, a MPU3bIBATh IEMOHOB OH yMeJl. — A KOrO MIMEHHO?

— Moxet, Augpomanuyc nopoier? [lo-moeMy, OH crelMaaIu3upyeTcss UMEHHO Ha PO3bICKE
MOTEPSIHHOTO, XO3SIHH.

— ToI ipaB, pad, HO THI KO O Y4eM 3a0blT, — JOCATUBO MOMOPIIMIICS Mar. — [1o JoroBopy s He
MMeEI0 MpaBa MPU3bIBATH OMHOTO U TOTO K€ JEMOHA valre, YeM pa3 B OAMHHAILATH JIeT, a AHApoMa-
Juyca s yxe. .. M-71a, 4TO 3TO 5l TOBOPIO. ..

— MimeHHO, X035IMH, — JTy4e3apHO YAbIOHY/ICs XyOakcuc. — Thl criai msATh THICSY JIET, TaK YTO
Ternepb MOXKeIllb IIPU3bIBaTh BCEX JEMOHOB 110 HOBOM !
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— WNHorna nasxe Tol ObIBaelb Mose3HbM, — KuBHYJ Kpeost. — Co3paii aist MeHs nedatb AHAPO-
Maymyca, paod!

JIKUHH OTBECHJT XO3SIMHY TOKJIOH, M MEKAY €ro PyK MPOSIBUICS TYMaHHBIN JUCK, HA KOTOPOM
BCE OTYETIMBEN BBICTYINAJ PUCYHOK — YeThIpe MepeceYeHHbIe JUHUM C TPEeMs 3Ur3aramu 1o Kpasm
Y JKMPHBIMU KPY’KKaMM Ha KOHIIAX JIMHWNA. Marnueckas neyats Anapomanuyca. He 6omblie, yem
WILTIO3US1, HO B JAaHHOM CJTy4ae 3To ObLIO HeBaXXHO. [ J1aBHOE — caMo n300pakeHue.

— MonutBy Oyznem uuTaTh?.. — 33 AyMUUBO noriaani nogdoponok Kpeomn. U Tyt xe cam cebe
orBeTwI: — KuHTY ¢ Hel, Tak oOoiemMcs. XBaTUT U Tiedatu. VITak, s BHI3BIBAIO M 3aKJIMHAIO TeOs,
ayx AHgpomanuyc! 51, MCTIONHEHHBIN CHTON BceBhIlTHero, mpu3biBao Te0s UMEHEM. .. BCEMH BOJI-
IeOHPIMA UMEHAMU, KOTOPbIE TIOMHIO M KaKue 3a0bUl. SIBUCh M UCTTOTHY MOM TTPUKA3aHuUsl, ObICTPO!

Hyx He 3ameyui siBUThCs. lepen Marom U3 Bo3jayxa BbIIIE]T BeCbMa MPAayHO HACTPOEHHBIN
neMoH. CMyTJIOKOXKHUH, YepHOBOJIOCHIN 1 TOpOOHOCHI. He Oyb y HEero CTpesioBHIHOTO XBOCTA U Maphl
OCTPO OTTOUYEHHBIX POTOB, JEMOHA MOKHO ObLJIO OBl MPUHSATH 32 poxuya camoro Kpeona.

— BrI30B ipoun3BeieH HeBepHO, — MPoOypYal oH. — Bynb Ha TBOeM MecTe KTO-HUOYIb mocadee,
HU 32 4TO OHI I HEe TIPUIIIEL.

— Obermaro, B clieqyIonmii pa3 Bce OyJeT 1o mpaBwiaM, — yeMexHyscst Kpeort.

— K cuactblo, cieayionuii BHI30B COCTOMTCS] HE CKOPO, — XMBIKHYJI AHApoMaiinyc. — JJaBHO He
Buzech, Kpeon. S monaras, 4To Tl JABHO YK€ PEMHKAPHUPOBAJICS.

— HenpaBuibHO nonarasn. 51, kak BUAMILb, 3/1€Ch.

— Hy tak u s Toxe 371ech. U, B oTiMumne ot TeOs1, HM Ha Yac HE COCTapHIICS.

— Momnuars, — nompaunen Kpeod, — §1 BbI3Bas Te0s1 He YTOOBI MPEeAaBaThCsl BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM.

— Pazymeercs, Thl MOI FOCIIO/IMH, 51 TBOM CJIyTa, — CKy4Jaloiie oTBeTi1 Anapomainyc. — [Tose-
neBaii MHOH, Kpeos, HO ITOMHM, YTO Thl MOXEIIIb OT/IATh TOJILKO OWH MPHUKA3, U HA eUHBIM OoJiee.
TakoB gorosop. Bripouem, JOJIKEH Takke HAIOMHUTD, YTO 5 C YIOBOJILCTBUEM HUCIIOIHIO M BTOPOIA,
Y TPETUH, W JJake BOOOIIE MOTY CTaTh TBOMUM PadOM Ha IIeJIbIX JBAIATh WIIU JIaXKe TPUIIATH JIeT. . .

— Koneuno, HO ToJIbKO B 0OOMeH Ha ayiry, — nepedwn Kpeon. — Her yx, moumiy Koro noriy-
ree. .. WIM TIOMOJIOKe, BTOPOM pa3 Bbl MEHS TaK JIETKO He MpoBenere. A Tpedyercsi MHE OT TeOs
TOJIBKO OJIHO — MPUHECU MOM MHCTPYMEHTHI. sKapoBHs, yailia, HOX, LeMb, Ke3J, aMyjeT. TO MSTh
MpeIMETOB, HO OHU JIOJKHBI HAXO/IUTHLCSI BCE BMECTE, TaK UTO CUMTAETCS 32 OJUH MPUKa3.

— Ilectp, — mennyn Kpeony Xybakcuc.

—Yro?..

— DTO ECTh MPEIMETOB, XO35UH.

— Monyarts, pad.

AHipOMaInyc TeM BpeMeHEeM NMOPa3MbICTIUI U HEOXOTHO KMBHYL.

— Cornaces, mycTb OyIeT OIUH MPUKa3. DTO BO3MOXHO, HO IOJKHO 3aHATh HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl.
Knu, Kpeos, mar, BbI3BaBIIMI MEHSI B MU JIIOZICH. . .

JIeMOH TpWK/BI IUTIOHYJT Yepe3 MpaBoe IUIeU0, MPHUIIETKHY XBOCTOM, OOEPHYJICS HAa OJHOM
KombITe 1 ucue3. OCTanmoch TOJIBKO JIerKoe 00IaYKo, TTaXHYIIee CePOil.

— X03s1H, a Thl He 3a0bUT KHUTY 3aKJIMHAHUIA?! — HEOXKHUAAHHO BCIOMHMIT XYyOaKCHC.

— He tpeBoxbCs, pad, He 3a0bLT, — yCMeXHyJIcs yroikoM pra Kpeos. — $1 He ctaj KacTh KHUTY B
rpoOHUILY — OHa ObI BCe PaBHO MCTJIeNIa 32 TaKyI0 ThMY BEKOB. ] mieperuican ee BHyTpbh CBOETO Yepera.

— Ilopa3urenbHo! — MPUCBUCTHYI AKUHH.

— Eme 6w [la, KCcTaTH, O 3aKJIMHAHUSAX... HEIJIOXO Obl UMM 3apsaauThcsa. Mokelb ToKa
3aHATHCS YeM-HUOYb. .. YeM-HUOyAb MONe3HbIM, 1Sl pa3HooOpasusi! OT MOMX MU3UHIIEB HA HOTaxX
MPOKY Oosblilie, YeM OT TeOst!

Kpeon ycencst Ha kpaii capkodara U NpUHSIICS YUTaTh 3aKJuHaHus. Cepbe3Hblil HEAOCTaTOK
Maruu CioBa, KOTOPYIO OH IPEJNOYUTAIl, COCTOMT B TOM, YTO AK€ CaMble JIyUIlIMe Yapbl HENb3s1 IIPO-
CTO B3AITh M UCMOJIb30BaTh, KOTJA 3aXo4eTcsl. BHauase ux Hy)KHO MOJArOTOBUTD, MPOM3HECTU Marnye-
CKHUM TEKCT, U YK TOJIBKO MIOTOM MOKHO TTPUMEHSITh.
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W 310 emte kacaeTcst TOIBKO TeX, YTO MOMPOIIIE, 7151 KOTOPHIX He TpeOyeTcsl CIIOKHOTO pUTYyaa,
Marm4eckux npeaMeTOB UM 3e1uid. [la U TakuXx, MPOCThIX, HEJb34 JepkaTh MHOTO. be3 xe3na Kpeon
MOT XpPaHUTb B IaMSATU OIMHHAIATh-IBEHAATh CIOKHbIX 3aKIMHAHUNA. C Ke3J10M UX KOJIMYECTBO
BBIpACTaJIO IPUMEPHO BIIECTEPO.

[Ipexnae Bcero mar mpoyen 3akauHaHre Momauu. [la, oH yBepsin XyOakcuca, 4To 3AeHIHU
XO35TMH HUKAKOH He Mar, HO PeIII BCe JKe 3aracTUCh YeM-HUOYIb YOOHHbIM.

Hemnoro nomgymas, Kpeon mo6aBui erie oqHO, TOUHO Takoe ke. MOTHUS — OJHO U3 CaMbIX
MIPOCTBIX M KOPOTKUX 3aKJIMHAHUI, €r0 MOKHO IIPOYECTh 3a MUHYTY U JIEpXKaTh B AMATH IECATKAMMU.

CrnenyrommM oH npouen 3akjavHaHue Jlnunoi 3amuthl. OueHb HagexkHoe M 3PPEKTUBHOE
CpeIcTBO CaMO3alIUThI, HO, K COXaJIeHHIO, OfHOpa3oBasl. JInuHas 3anmra noriomaeT modoe Bpax-
nebHoe JIeHCTBHE, HO TIOCTIE ITOTO TYT K€ PACCHIIACTCS.

K npumepy, ecnu B mara, 3allIMIIIEHHOTO TaKUM 3aKJIMHAHUEM, BBICTPEIUTh U3 JIyKa, CTpesa
HE MPUYMHUT eMy Bpesaa. Ho eciu BHICTpes MOBTOPUTH, Mar yMpeT, Kak U JII0OOH Ipyroi Ha ero
Mecte. To ke camoe KacaeTcsi Yero yrojiHo ApYyroro — yaapa KyJlakoM WM OpykHeM, yKyca 3Beps,
B3pbIBa OOMOBI, BpakJeOHOTO 3aKJIATHS, Jake BRITUTOrO saa. JIndanas 3ammra cTpaxyer OTo BCero,
HO TOJIBKO Ha OJIMH Pas.

KoneuyHo, HUUYTO HE MellaeT HAJOXKUTh /1Ba WM JJaXe TPU TaKMX 3aKJIMHAHUS, HO 3TO yXke
yMeIoT He Bce. Yem Oorbliie Ha yesnoBeke JIMUHbIX 3aiuT, TeM CUilbHee OHU B3aUMOIPOHUKAIOT PYT
B JIpyra, Tem OOJIbIIIe IIIaHC TOTO, YTO OHU IpocTo pactaioT. [Ipenenom Kpeosna Obi10 yeTbipe MTYKH,
1 J1a)e CTOJIbKO OH MOYTU HUKOIJa OJHOBPEMEHHO HE JepiKall.

[NopasmeicnuB, Kpeon nodasun 3akistus Vcuenenus u Yepiienus. CTaHaapTHBIE, TPOCTEHb-
kue yapsl. [lepBoe cpaiyBaeT He CIMIIKOM CEphE3HBIE PaHbl, @ BTOPOE MOrPYKaeT KEPTBY B Maru-
YECKUI COH, U3 KOTOPOrO MOXET BBIBECTH TOJIBKO cam Mar. Mim Bpemsi — 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO YacoB
YCBIIUIEHHBIN IIPOCHETCS CaM.

Kpeout 3akoHUMI ¢ IOCTEIHUM 3aKJIMHAHUEM U BIIPYT TIOACKOYMJI, KaK ykKaJleHHbId. OH MeJTKO
3atpsiccs, ero u 6e3 Toro OneIHoe JIMIIO MOOeNeNo elle ChiabHee. Mar 3aBepTelicsl BOTYKOM, JUKO
O3UPAsCh 110 CTOPOHAM U CJIOBHO K YEMY-TO ITPUCITYIIUBASC.

— Th1 cnpimnb, pad?.. — B yxace nporentan oH. — Clplmuii?!

Xyb6akcuc nociyiHo npuciymaics. CekyHa uepe3 JecsATh OH HEAOYMEHHO MOXKaJ MIeYaMHu:

— Huuero He cibliny, X035iMH. A 4TO Takoe?

— Huuero. .. — ycencst ooparno Kpeon. — [Tokasanock, HaBepHoe. .. OueHb Ha/IeI0Ch, YTO MOKa-
3aJl0ch, MHave... Her, Bce-Taku BoBpeMsl 51 IPOCHYJICS — YyBCTBYIO, BpEMEHHU OCTaJIOCh HE TaK YK
MHOI0. ..

OH ez1Ba ycries1 OKOHYATETbHO MPUIATH B ce0s1, KOT/Ia B KOMHATE CHOBA MOSIBUJICS AHIPOMAHYC.
B oaHoil pyke 1eMOH Aep:kai kKapoBHIO, Yallly, Ielb, HOX U aMyJIeT, B IPyroi — xke3J. 3a Ipyrou
KOHeII JKe3J1a Jiepkanach MoJIofast JeByIIKa B TOJIUIIEHCKON (popMe.

Bun y Hee ObUI OIIaparieHHbI.

Banecca Jlu, ans apyseit mpocto BoH, 3T0i HOUBIO MOAMEHSsIIa MPUOOJIEBIIETro AeayiKy. JIu
UYeHr, monuIeicKuil Ha TIEHCUH, paboTall OXPAaHHUKOM B My3ee, HO BO3pacT AaBai o ceOe 3HaTh, U
eMy BCe Yallle MPUXOANIIOCh OTITPAIIMBaThCs MO Ooe3Hu. BHyuka momnuia o cromnam jesia u cama
paboTaia B MOJUINH, a TIOCKOJIBKY KaK pa3 BUepa y Hee HauaJiCsl OTITYCK, TO OTYero Obl M He IOMOYb
CTapuKy?

KurasiHka 1o oty v eBpoamMeprKaHka 1o Matepu, Banecca Oblia I0BOJIbBHO MUJIOBHJHOM OCO-
60ii. PocTom uyTh HIKE CpeTHero, Kapue rijas3a, YepHble BOJIOCHI, YyTh B3JEPHYTHII HOCUK. MOHTO-
JIOWJTHBIN pa3pes I71a3 ¥ TAaKUe e CKYJIbI JIMIIIb TPUIABAIIN €l JONOIHUTEe IbHOE ouapoBanue. Eii Obu1o
ABaIUaTh YEThIpe T0Aa, M TPU C MOJIOBUHOM U3 HUX OHA CIIyKWJa B MOJULIMY.

Eme ona 3aHumasach Kapare 1, Kak HA CTPaHHO, OATbHBIMU TaHIIAMH.
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Xybakcuc okazajcs MmpaB, KOTJa MPerooKmI, YToO MHCTPYMeHThl Kpeoma xpaHsTes B apy-
T'OM MecTe M3-3a 0ojiee BBICOKON CTOMMOCTH. I'po0, MapurK, TUIMTKY C 3aKJIMHAHUEM, a TaKke elle
KOU-KaKO! Mycop, HalAeHHBIN MMOOIM30CTH OT TPOOHHMIIBL, TIpodeccopy [ puHy pa3perim BpeMeHHO
MEPEHECTH B JPYroe MeCTO, a BOT BCE OCTAJIbHOE BBIHOCUTD 3aIlPETHIIN.

Banecca 3ameriiia Anapomasinyca Kak pas, Korja TOT U3BJIeKasl U3 BUTPUHBI MTOCETHUN TTpeI-
MET B CITUCKE — MarMuecKuil xe3J1. [IeMOH CTOslI K HEl JIMIIOM, ITI09TOMY AEBYIIKA HE 3aMETHJIa TOH-
KOIo CTPEJIOBUAHOTO XBOCTa c3aau. Pora oHa 3amernia, HO pelinia, 4To 3TO MPOCTO yKpalleHHUe.
Kaxkoii-HrOya» HOBOMOIHBIN TTAHKOBCKUH BBIBEPT.

— Croit, cTpensts Oyay! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHY/Ia BaHecca, BHIXBaThIBas MUCTOJIET.

HemoHn 3amep Ha Mecte. KoHEYHO, OH ITPOCTO MPUTOTOBUIICS IEPEMECTUTHLCS B IIPOCTPAHCTBE,
HO JEBYIIKA-TOJUIEUCKUI BIIOJIHE 3aKOHOMEPHO PElInia, YTO OH UCITYTaJICsl MUCTOJETA.

— He nBurarbcs! — noBTopuiia oHa 4yTh MOTULIE. — A HY, ITOJIOKHU HAJIKY !

AnzpoMannyc He oTpearupoBail. Banecca nogymaiia, 4to OH OLETIEHEN OT CTPaxa, PeLUTEIbHO
TOZIOIILIA U TOTIBITANIACh BBIPBATH JKE3II.

Kax BBISICHUIIOCH CEKYHJION TO3XKe, 3TO ObLIO OIIHMOKOM.

— Yto THI MHe mpUTaIIUI, oTpoake JIsHra?! — Bo3aen pyku kK HeOy Bo3MyIleHHbIN Kpeort.

— [Iperen3un He npuHUMAIOTCS, — (PBIPKHYJI AHIPOMAJINYC, IUBBIPSISl IPUHECEHHBIE ITPEIMETHI
Ha MOJI U TYT KE UCUC3ad.

HcuesHoBeHue ieMoHa CTajo MOCIeAHeN Karuiel it 1 6e3 Toro omasepmei Baneccel. OHa
Hakajla Ha KypOK, BBIITyCKad IIyJII0 IIPSAMO B POXY XKYTKOI'O JIBICOTO MYKHKA.

[Tyns wcyesna, mornorieHHas 3akiaaTueM JlnaHon 3ammrel, HO BaHecca 3Toro yxe He yBH-
nena. Kpeos omHUM JBUXEHUEM TaJIbIa aKTUBUPOBAJT 3aKJISATHE Y CHITUICHHUS], TIOTPY3UB HEKIaHHYIO
TOCTBIO B BOJIIIICOHBIIN COH.

U eii emne oueHb NOBE3JI0, YTO OHA HE poamiIach Myk4urHo. MyxuuHy Kpeon mpocto ucre-
TIeJTAIT OB

— Bor 1 mopyuaii iena 3TviM ieMoHaM! — CKpUITHYJI 3y0aMu Mar, OCMaTprBasi 6eCIyBCTBEHHYIO
JEBYIIKY. — DTO 4TO, JOMOIHUTEIbHBIN No1apok ? becruiaTtHas yciayra?

— A HHYero, KpacuBasi, — ojjieTes1 moommke Xyoakcuc, Bce 9TO BpeMsl MPSIYIIUNCS 32 Kalio-
39MH. — MOXET, OCTaBUM ?

— 41 Tebe nokaxy — ocraBumM! — He cornacuiics Kpeon. — Tonbko MHe ceifuac u iet, 9to padbl-
HsaMu 003aBouThest! Het, cHayasia Hajjo OCBOMTHLCS, 3aHATH XOpoliiee MOJIoKeHUe, TIOCTPOUTH JTBO-
pell... XOTs HeT, He ABOpeIl — Cpa3y HauHy C KomeOy... a YK MOTOM s ceOe EbIi rapeM KyILTIO.
Xor4 51a, KpacuBasl. ..

Boobie-To, Kpeoiy 6oJ1bItie HpaBUIHCh YEPHOKOKUE KPACOTKH, HO 0COO0 TIPUAUPYMBLIM OH
B 9TOM OTHOLICHHUU HE 6I>UI.

— Io kpaiiHeit Mepe, Belu Bce 31eCh, — OYPKHYJI OH, Belllask aMyJIeT Ha [Iel0 U KJIas PsaoM
Ke3JI.

OcranpHble BelM OH MOKA OCTABWJI BAIATHCA TaM, Ile UX OpOCHI AEMOH. 3aTO IMUCTOJET
Banecchl Mara 3auHTEpecoBal.

— I'pomo0oiiHbIi apTedakT?.. — ¢ COMHEHUEM MTPOU3HEC OH, OCMOTPEB U Jjake OOHIOXaB OpY-
xue. — CTpaHHO, Maruu He YyBCTBYIO. ..

Kpeon noBosbHO OBICTPO JI0rafgasicsi O Ha3HAYSHUM CITYyCKOBOTO KPIOUKA W HE 3aMeJIHII ero
Haxatb. [Ipo3ByyYal ele OyH BLICTPEII ¥ B CTeHe 00pa30Baslach aKKypaTHast BHIOOWHA.

Bynp Ha MecTe Kpeosia 0ObIYHBIN YesIOBEK ero BpeMEeHH, OH TYT ke OTOPOCHIT ObI OT ceOs yKac-
HYIO IITYKOBUHY, HO ONBITHBIM Mar MpUBBIK, YTO MPEJMETHl B €r0 pyKax JeNaloT «Oym» W TOPTST
CTEHBI. YK€ YBEePEHHO OH IPUILIEIUIICS B 3ePKAJI0 ¥ CHOBA CITYCTUJ KYPOK.

3epKaio OCTaJIOCh IEJIbIM, 3aTO B CTEHE MOSIBIJIACH TPEThS AbIpKa. Kpeost T0BOJIIbHO XMBIKHYIL.

— Xopoimas Belllb, X03sIMH, — Bie3 XyOakcuc. — JlaBaii XOTh ee 0cTaBuM?
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— Ha, apredakTt nmosesHslid... — coracwics Kpeosn. — MHTepecHo, oHa 4TO, TOXe Marecca?
Torpa moyemy Tak Jierko 3acHyna?.. HUkakoro conpoTuBiieHUs, HUKAKOU 3aIlUTHI. . .

— Vuenuna? — npeanonoxui JxunH. — HeonbiTHas?

— Ceityac cipocum, — XMBIKHYJT Mar, CHUMasl 3aKJIsITUE YChITUICHUS.

[TepBoe, uto cnenana Banecca, ouHyBIIKCh, — 3aBONMIA. Kpuk npekparwics, TOJIbKO KOraa
Kpeon oreecun eii nomeunny. JleBymika 3aMoin4aia ¥ YTO-TO IPOM3HEC/IA HA HEMIOHSATHOM SI3bIKE.
Kpeout Tonbko noxas riedamu.

— OtBeuai, KTo Thl TaKasi, — XMypoO MpeIokRuI oH. — OTBevail ObICTPO, MHAYE Y MEHS MOKET
3aKOHUUTbCA TeprieHue. Mrak?

Jlnst mymeit yoequTesIbHOCTH OH MPUTPO3UJI el xke31oM. JKes ertie He ObUT 3apsikeH 3aKJIMHA-
HUSIMH, HO KPOME CaMoro Mara 00 3TOM HUKTO He 3HaJl.

Bripouem, aeBy1ka Bce paBHO HE MCIYTajiach — OHA IPOCTO HE BOCIIPUHSLIA Ke3J, KaK OpykKHe.
Torna Kpeon HanpaBuil Ha Hee MUCTOJIET. .. U BOT 9TO MOAEMCTBOBAJIO Ky/Ia JIyYllle.

Panpiie Banecce He npuxoauiock CTOATH MOJ AYJI0M ITUCTONETA, U OILLYLIEHUE €l COBCEM HE

TIOHPABHJIOCh.

— Ara, 3Haemb, 4TO 3TO TaKoe, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI Mar. — ['oBopu ObICTpO,
JUKapka!

— 1 He moHMMal0, O YeM BBl TOBOpUTE, — podopMoTana BaHecca, He 3HalOIIas HU CIOBA HA
JPEBHEITYMEPCKOM.

Ona nmoBTOpMJIA 3T CJIOBA HA AHIVIMACKOM, Ha KUTACKOM U, C OOJIBIIMM TPYIOM U YKaCHBIM
aKIIEHTOM, Ha MCTaHCKOM, KOTOPBIA y4nja B HIKOJIE, HO CTPAIIHBIN YeJIOBEK MO-MPekXHEMY XMYpO
TaparuICs.

Kpeon, B cBolo oyepenp, Npou3HeC CBOIO (ppa3y Ha JPEBHEETHIIETCKOM, JPEBHEEBPENCKOM,
XETTCKOM U (puHmKuiickoM. K coxanenuio, B COBpeMEHHOM MHpe OYeHb HEMHOTHE JTIO[J TOBOPST Ha
KaKOM-JIMOO U3 ITHUX SI3BIKOB.

Nwmenack kpolieyHasi BeposATHOCTh, YTO Banecca cMoriia Obl MOHATH OJHO-BA CJIOBA HA IPEB-
HEeKHTaiickoM, HoO ero Kpeos He 3Ha1. BooO111e ke OH Bilaien MacCoil pa3HbIX SI3bIKOB, HEKOTOPBIE U3
KOTOPBIX JJa’ke He ObLIN YeTOBEYECKUMHU.

— I'nynas nukapka! — pbIpkHYI Mar. — BopMoueT Ha KakOM-TO BapBAPCKOM HAPEUHH. . .

3ameTuB, yTo BaHecca oueHb HEPBHO CMOTPUT Ha CTBOJ muctosiera, Kpeon omioxun ero B
CTOpOHyY. D10 ee cierka ycrnokomno. Ha Xybakcuca oHa Toke mocMaTpuBajia ¢ HEeKOTOPOW HEpBO3-
HOCTBIO, HO 6€3 BUAMMOro uciyra. KpoxXoTHBIM T)KUHH BBHIIJISIZIEN KYTKOBATO, HO OBLT TaK MaJ, YTo
Ka3aJICsl ypOIIMBON UI'PYIIKOHM.

—Paob, co3naii Mue neuats PoHOBa! — npuienkHy:1 najibiiaMmu Kpeos, mpuis k onpeaeeHHOMY
PELIEHUIO.

— [IpaBuiIbHO S S MOHUMAIO, XO3SIMH. ..

— be3 crnopoB! — NpUKpUKHYJ Mar.

3a rop! 001IeHnst ¢ XyOaKCHCOM OJJHO OH YCBOWJI TBEPIO — 3TOMY UKUHHY HEJb3sl TO3BOJISThH
CIMIIKOM MHOTO. OH TyT ke HaYMHaeT 3a0bIBaTh CBOE MECTO.

— Chymaio ¥ TOBHHYIOCh, XO35IMH, — YXMbUIbHYJICSI XyOaKcuc, TBOPsI HOBBI TyMaHHBIN Kpyr. B
HEM IposiBIIIach Ne4aTh POHOBa — MPSMOYTOIBHUK C TIAPOH 3aBUTYIIIEK 10 OOKaM U JIOTIOTHUTEIb-
HBIM KPYKKOM CJIeBA.

— 4 Bb3BIBaO ¥ 3aKJMHAIO TeOs, Tyx PoHOB! — ckyuaomumM roinocom mpoustec Kpeon. — U
nonpoOy# TOJIBKO He MPUITH, OTpblkKa Heprana, y meHs gorosop!

JloroBop, HEKOT/1a 3aKTIOUEHHBIH ¢ DIUTOPOM, TTO-TIpexkHeMy ObuI B criie. [leMoH POHOB TyT ke
nosiBuIIcs. BbUT OH HU3KOpOCH 1 6opozaT, 0014121 3EMIIUCTHIM JIMIIOM, 4yTh CHHEBATBIMH BOJIOCAMHU
Y OYEHb TOJICTHIMU BBHIISTYEHHBIMU I'yOAMH.
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— 4 mpuOBLT IO TBOEMY 30BY, Mar, — nmpodacuit PoHoB. — 51, POHOB, 1eMOH 1eMOHOB, CIIOCOOHBII
YCMUPSITh BParoB M o0yvarh sI3bIKaM, CTOIO Tiepe]] TOOOW B OKUJIAHUM MpUKa3a. YTO Thl TOBEJHIIb
MHE cerofHs?

— OOyuu 3Ty XEHIIMHY UCTUHHOMY SI3BIKY, — KOPOTKO Opocmit Kpeo.

— Iporry yToOYHUTH MOMTYUYESHHBIH MTPUKa3, — CKPECTUJI PyKU Ha TPyAu AeMOH. — VICTUHHOMY —
3TO Kakomy?

— Tomy, Ha KOTOPOM TOBOPIO 51, 6e3Mo3III0e opoxaeHue JIsura! — ppIpKHYI Mar.

— X035IMH. .. — POOKO TOMBITAJICS BMEIIAThCsl XyOaKCHC.

— Monyarts, pad!

— WcnionHeHo, — KMBHYJI IEMOH, Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/1 3aKpbiBas 11a3a. — C 3Toro MOMeHTa OHa
MOMMeET BCE, UTO Thl 3aX0Yelllb CKa3aTh e, Mar. A Tenepb Mpoliai, BHOBb Mbl YBUIUMCSI HE CKOPO.

Kpeon B3risiHyn Ha Baneccy, Bce elnie mpoTrpalolyio 1j1as3a, 1 pacTsHyI I'yObl B YIIBIOKE.

— Hy BoT Teneps nmodeceqyem. .. — mpoOOPMOTAIT OH.

— X03s11H, BO3MOXHO, 51 He [TpaB, HO He JIydIlie Jii ObUIo Obl, ecyii Ob POHOB 00y4mJI Hac ¢ ToO0M
SI3BIKAM 3TOTO BpeMeHH? — Ipeanonoxui Xyoakcuc. — CKkopee Bcero, OHM HaM ere OHaA00sTCs. . .

— Yto THI TaM GopMoOYenh?.. — momopimicsa Kpeosn. — Kakue eme. .. Ax, Oyap s IPOKJIAT, HY
KoHeuHo xe! O Benmkuid Mapayk, Kakylo IJIyrocTs 51 corBopui!.. A-a-al..

Bcnen 3a 3TUM OH U3PBITHYJT HECKOJIBKO CaAMBIX I'PSI3HBIX IIYMEPCKUX PYTraTesibCTB.

— Dii, a BOT Terepsb s Bac MoHMMaw! — odpagoBaiack BaHecca, TIIETHO MHITAsCh COOOPA3UTh,
OTYEro BAPYT TU CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH CIIOKUJIVCH B CJIOBA U (ppasbl.

— KoneuHo nonumaenis, riynas xeHiuHa! — gppipkHya Kpeon, cnipaBusiiich ¢ rieBoM. — [o
MoeMy TpHKa3y JeMOH POHOB apoBaj Tede cHoCOOHOCTh TOBOPUTH HA UCTUHHOM sI3bIKe !

— YTo THI MMeeITb B BUY TIO]I «<MCTUHHBIM»? — XMBIKHYJIa Banecca.

[NepBblii ¥cMyr HAUYMHA TPOXOAUTD, JEBYIIKA C JETCTBA OTIMYAIAch KPENKUMH HepBamu. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €l JOBOJIMJIOCH CTAJIKMBAThCS C PA3HBIMU TICMXaMH, 4 ¥ BCE TU (POKYCHI HABEPHSIKA
MOXHO KaK-TO OOBSICHUTb. ..

— Jla BBl 4TO, croBopwinch?! — BeruiecHyn pykamu Kpeosn. — VIcTUHHBIA — 3TO 11ymepckuil!
SI3BIK BETMKMX TOposio Ypa, Vonanra u Bapuiona!

— Kakux-kakux ropoioB? — nepecrpocuia JeByIIKa.

— Vpa! Honanra! Basusona! Topogos Moero Hapoa — IryMepos!

— [lymepsl 5xe BHIMEP/IM YepT 3HAET Korja, — roxana ruiedamu Banecca. — Mbl 910 B mIKosie
npoxonwin. BaBuioH... BaBuiioH paspyuieH. Toxe deprt 3HaeT Korga. A mpo ABa IEepBbIX ropoja
BOOOIIIe HUKOT/IA HE CIIBIIIAA.

Kpeosn kocHys1Cs 3aIIMTHOrO amysieTa ¥ ObICTPO IPOOOPMOTAIT 3ayTIOKOMHYIO MOJIUTRBY.

—YT0 X, XO35IMH, MBI BeJb TAK 1 AyMaJIH, 9TO BCE MIEPEMPYT, TaK ? — pa3Bell pykaMu XyOaKcHc. —
CAMIIKOM MHOTO JIET ITPOILLIO. . .

— T mpaB, pad... — Oypkuyn Kpeon. — Uro xk, BepxoBaeiM Marom mue 6oJibliie He ObITh. .. B
[lymepe, no kpaitHeit Mepe. Henb3st ke ObITh BepxoBHBIM Marom HecyIecTBYOIeH UMIepun?

— D710 ObLIO OBl YKACHO IJIYTO, XO35MH! — XUXUKHYIT XyOaKcHC.

— Hy u nanHo. 3HauMT, OCHYI0... OCHOBAI... co3AaM cBolo ['mipauio. Mnu sydie 3aBoeBarhb
qyxyio?..

— DTO MOXeT ObITh TPYJHO, XO35MH, — OCTOPOXKHO 3ameTi1 XyOakcuc. — Korma o1 Opu1 Bep-
XOBHbIM Marow. ..

— Jla, 51 OMHIO, — pacIuTbUICA B AOBOJBbHOM YibiOKe Kpeon. — $1 Takux 3aBoeBartesnei... xa!
JlagHo, MOKMBEM, TOTJISAUM, YTO MOKET MPEIJIOKUTh ITOT MHUP. . .

Banecca nepeBoaunIia B3IJIs] ¢ OMHOTO Ha JIPyroro, CUIIsICh MOHSTH, O Ye€M TOJIKYIOT 3TH CTpaH-
HBbIE CYIIIeCTBA. YBHI, B IeTCTBe BOH npemnounTana ynutath 1 CMOTPETh JETEKTUBBI, & TAKKE KOMUKCHI
npo cyneprepoeB. B rictopun oHa pa3dupanack cnadoBarto. B ckaskax, mudax u rpoueit epyHiae —
elLe XYyKe.
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— 3aueM BBl YKpaJi BCe 9TH Belllu? — CIpOocuIia OHa, 0OpaTB BHUMaHHUe Ha xke31 Kpeona.

—Yro?! — BO3MYTHICS OT TaKOW HArJIOCTH Mar. — 1o s ux ykpan? A?! [la s mpocto 3abpaut To,
YTO MPUHAJIEKATIO MHE C CaMOro Havasa! DTo Bbl YKPaJI MOU MHCTPYMEHTBI, Bbl, HArJIbie BOPHI!

— Ara, Tak s TeGe u noBepuia, — peIpkHYIa Banecca. — DTu apredakThl ObUTH HANICHBI IPU
PACKOITKaX TPOOHUIIBI APEBHETO 11apsl, s YMTAIa HAIKMCH Ha BUTpUHAX. [Ipr yeM TyT Tbi?

— laps? — ynuBuiicsa Xybakcuc. — X03sIMH, 3TO OHa He 0 Tebe TOBOPUT?

— JlecTHO, KOHEYHO, HO 51 HUKOT/]a HE MIPaBMJI HUUEM KpYITHee CBOEro JBOPLA, — YCMEXHYJICS
Kpeon. — 910 He 3HAUMT, YTO SI HE MOT OBbI CTaTh IIAPEM. .. MOT OBbl, JIerko! CTOMIIO TOJIBKO 3aX0TETh.
Ho g ne xoren.

— Ilouemy? — cnpocuia Banecca.

— A 3auem? 3auemM MHe BJIaCTh, KOT/Ia Y MeHs ecTh Marusi? Ho Tel TpaBa, keHIIHa, Bely ObUTH
B3SITHl U3 TPOOHMILIBL. W3 Moeit rpoOHuIpl! UTo 32 HArIOCTh — €C/IM YeJIOBeK yMep, 3HAUUT, MOKHO
ero 0OBOpoBbIBaTh, na?! Jlexkut ceOe YeoBeK, HUKOTO He TPOraeT, HET, HaJI0 00s3aTe/IbHO MPUITH,
3a0parh TO, YTO MOJOPOXKE, & Ero CaMOro MepeHeCTH KyJa-To B Hem3BecTHoe Mecto! BOT ckaxu, Kyaa
BBl MeHs1 niepetaun?! Yto 310 32 GorornpoTuBHOE MecTo?!

Banecca menyieHHO MOpruysna, nepeBapuBasi WH(GOPMAIHIO, BBHIIJIECHYTYIO PACTIAMBIIUMCS
Marom.

— X03511H, KOTI/1a ThI TaK OBICTPO TOBOPHIIIb, 51 TO’KE HUYETo He OHMMAI0, — 3aMeTHJT XyOaKcuc.

— Crort, — Me[JIeHHO TIOHSIA PYKY AeBymika. — Crom, crom, crom, crom!.. Thl XO4elb cka3aTb,
YTO 3TO THI JIEKaJ B 9TOM Ipoly?

— Hy Hakowe1-To gonuio! — (hbbIpKHYJ Mar.

— Taxk 310 6b11a TBOSI MOTHITA?! ThI KTO BOOOIIIE TaKOM — rpedaHbiil KHs3b [Ipakyina?! — HEeBOIBHO
oTHIaTHys1ach BoH.

— IlepBblii pa3 cabliy, — noxai mieyamu Kpeon. — Yro Tel umeenb B BUaY, KeHIIMHA?

— A 310 TorAa KT0? — BaHecca ncTepruecky TKHYIA NajiblieM B Xybakcrca. — 3yOHast pesi?!
N necounsiii yenoBeuek?! Jla 4To 3a 4yepTOBIIMHA 3/1€Ch TBOPUTCS ?!

— DT0 camblii OOBIYHBIA JKMHH, — MpayHoO coooumia mar. — XyOakcuc mOH-Kacapurec...
Aajbliie He TOMHIO. MOXellb Toxe He 3alOMUHATh, OH BCETO JIMIIb pad, ero uMs HeBaxxHO. J1a, 3a0bLT
MpeCTaBUThCS, MOe nMs Kpeort.

— Ouenb npusATHO, Banecca JIu, MoxkHO rpocto BoH, — paccestHHO pe/ICTaBIIach AEBYIIIKA. —
JxuuH, roBopuiib? Kak B «Apabckux Houax»?

— Kakux eme Hoyax? — onsite He noHsu1 Kpeon. — Ap... 6ackux?.. He 3Haio Takoro ciosa.

— Hy, B cka3ske npo AtaauHa, — mosiciuiia Banecca, 4yBcTBys ceOs1 yKacHO TIyTio. — Tam ObLI1o
PO BOJIIEOHYIO JIAMITy, B Hel W1 JUKMHH. Eciii ee moTepeTsh, OH BbIJIe3aJ1 ¥ MCTIOH T KEeJIaHu .. ..
Eme mynbrsanika takas Osuia, ot Juches. ..

— Hucc-nei? — nepectipocust Kpeosn. — 3HakoMoe MM, YTO-TO Takoe ciblmal... [Ipo kakyio
elte JamIy Tl ropopuiib? Kakas cBsA3b Mexy JOKUHHAMH U JIamramu?

— Hy kax xe... — noBeprena nansiiaMmu Banecca, 4yBCTBYSI, YTO OKOHYATEJBHO TEPsieT HUTh
Oecelpl.

Kpeoin ¢ Xybakcrcom HeIoyMeHHO MeperisiHy/IUCh. [1o Mara Hayasno J0XOAUTh, UTO MSITh THICSY
JIET — Yepecuyp YK OOJBIION CPOK, U My MPUAETCS MOTPATUTh HEMAJIO BpeMEHH, YTOOBI IOHSATD, YTO
K YeMy B TOM HOBOM MHpe.

— MoxHo, 51 BKJIOUY CBeT? — HeBNonaj nonpocuia Banecca. — Hu 3ru ke He BUIHO. ..

Kpeosn He coBceM MOHSI, O YeM FOBOPUT 3Ta KEHIMHA — JIMYHO OH He BHUJEJ MOOIN30CTUA HU
(bakesioB, HU CBETHWJIBHUKOB, HU APYTUX MPEIMETOB, JAOIIUX CBET. A yX KaK CBET MOXKHO «BKJIIO-
YHUTh», OH BOOOIIE He npeAcTaBisul. Ho yrpossl 1uist cesi Mar He yCMOTpell, M09TOMY KOPOTKO KUB-
HYJL.

Crnenyer MmosicHUTh, YTO KOMHAaTa, cHUMaemasi rpodeccopom ['prHOM, HaxoausIach Kak pas
HAIPOTUB I'MTAaHTCKOW HEOHOBOM PEKJIaMbl, BUCAIIEH Ha MPOTUBOMOIOKHOM 3[JaHUU, TIOITOMY Mpe/-
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METBI MOXHO OBUIO Pa3jinyaTh Jiake HOUBIO IPU BBIKJIIOUYEHHOM cBeTe. KcraTti, UMEHHO M3-3a 3TOro
cAaBajiach KBapTHpa IO JeIIeBKe, HO JKeNAIOMINX Bce paBHO ObUIO HeMHoOro. [loxanyi, eci Obl He
yUEHBIA-TIAPAHOUK, UIIYIIIUA MECTO Moj 1abopaTopuio, OHa Obl TaK U ITyCTOBAJIA.

Banecca menkHysma BBIKJTIOYATeNIeM, M JUKHMHH 3a0pajl OT HEOXHMIAHHOCTH, OCJIECTUICHHBIH
3aJIMBIIMM KOMHATY cBeTOM. Kpeosn Toxe aepHysics, n3ial CAaBIEHHBIH BO3IJIAC, HO TYT ke OIOM-
HWJICA.

— Maruueckuii OCBEIaIbHUK, M TOJIBKO-TO, — YCMEXHYJICS OH, TJIsI/Isl HA TOPSIIIYIO JIAMITOUKY. —
XOTs1 Maruy No-IpeXHEMY HE 4yBCTBYIO, M 9TO OYEHb CTPAHHO. ..
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I'maBa 2

B KoHIIe KOHILIOB He caMOHl IJynoi JeBylke BaHecce ynanoch Taku YSICHUTb, BO YTO OHa
Bimiua. Mcropus, kotopyio eii npeniogHecnu Kpeon u XyOakcrc, 3Bydaia HEBEpOSITHO, HO I0Ka3a-
TEJIBCTBA ObLIM BIIOJHE YOCIUTENbHBI.

JleMOHBI, KOTOPBIX OHA BUZE/IA COOCTBEHHBIMH ITI1a3aMH, CamMasi HACTOSLIAs Marusl, BblyUEHHBIH
3a CeKYH/ly HEM3BECTHBIN sI3bIK, BHETHOCTb Kpeora, u, pazymeercs, JkuHH. Kpoleunsiil u npuayp-
KOBAaTbli, HO HECOMHEHHBIN JKAHH.

Iocne Takoro C0KHO MPOSABIATH CKENTULIM3M.

Kpeos, noHavany otHocuBImiics kK BaHecce mpe3puTesbHO, MOCTENEHHO YBJIEKCS, M paccKa-
3aJ1 el BCIO CBOIO TIOJHOTOTHYIO. .. HY, OOJbIyIo ee 4acTb. OH HU 3a YTO He MPU3HAJICS Obl B 3TOM
naxe caMoMmy cede, HO BHYTPEHHE OH MOOAMBAJICS BHIATH HA YJIMIYY M OKA3aThCsl CPEIH BOTIIEOHBIX
OTHEW, TUTAaHTCKUX JOMOB M 3TUX JXYTKHUX JIOJEH, HOCAIIMX IpoMOoOOiiHbIe apTedakTsl. [leByrika-
TIOJIMLICWCKHI SIBHO He OblJIa Mareccoii, a 3Ha4MT, B 3TOM MHpe NMOJ0OHOE OpYKHE — HOPMa.

ChexaB u3 cBoero BpeMeHH, Kpeos HUKak He pacCUMThIBaJl, YTO MUP M3MEHUTCA 0 TaKoM
creniend. OH yke Hayan Qymarh — a He ObLIO JIM Bee 3To ommOKkoi? HaBepHska xke CylecTBOBam
MHOW crioco0 YCKOJIB3HYTh U3 KOI'Ted DJUropa. ...

Banecca e TeM BpeMeHeM COBEpIIEHHO OIPaBUJIACh OT NEPBOHAYAIBLHOIO Ucmyra. KoHeuHo,
BCE 9TO ObLJIO OYEHb CTPAHHBIM, HO OHA HUKOIZIA He OTIMYanack podoctsio. A Kpeon mpu 6omnee
OJIM3KOM 3HAKOMCTBE OKA3aJICsl HE TaK y)KaceH, KaK MOKa3aJoCh B IEPBbII MOMEHT.

Oco0OeHHO Kor/ia Toxe YCIOKOWIICS U Havyasl paccyskAaTh 3ApaBo.

K Tomy ke y BoH 3aurpana kommepueckast kuika. BHyTpeHHe oHa Bceria Meurasia o0 OYeHb
OBICTPOM OOOTAIlIEH!H, M BOT TETIepb Mepe/l Heil SBCTBEHHO 3aMasTdrJI My Th K 3TOMY.

Omna noka He 3Haza, Kak IMeHHO Kpeor criocobeH 31ech ToMOYb, HO OH K€ CaM T'OBOPHJI, UTO
B IPOIIUION XXU3HH Y HEro ObLT IBOpEI M Ky4ya paOoB. 3HAUMT, Maru OYeHb Jaxe HEeIuIoXo 3apadaThl-
BAIOT. A 3/1eCh, I7Ie Y Hero abCOMIOTHO HET KOHKYPEHTOB, 3TO Oy/IeT ellie Jierye.

[MpaBna, KpumMHHaT OHa OTBepria cpasy. Koneuno, marust Kpeona Bnonse morsia nomous 6e3-
HAKa3aHHO BHIIOTPOILINTH Mapy-TPOMKY OAaHKOB, HO ITPY OHOM MBICIIM O HAPYILIEHNH 3aKOHA COBECTh
MOTOMCTBEHHOT'O MOJIMIIEHCKOTO MOAHMMAIa OyHT.

Banecca HeMHOro nogymasa u pemmia o0yMarh 3TOT BOIpoc MotoM. BHavyasie HyHO MOMOYb
HOBOMY 3HAKOMOMY OCBOMTBCSI B HOBOM MHUPE, a YK IIOTOM CTPOUTS IJIaHBL. B My3ee ee He XBaTsATc
10 CaMOT0 yTpa, TaK 4TO 00 3TOM MOKHO TOXE MOKa HE AyMarth.

BoH permuTensHO KMBHYIA U B3sl1a CYIbOY NMPULIENBLEB U3 MPOILIOrO B CBOM PyKHU.

— JI1s1 Havasla HaM HY’KHO OTclofla yOpaThesl, — CKoMaHoBaJla oHa. — He 3Halo, Korja BepHeTcs
npodeccop ['puH, HO nydie OyaeT ero He JOKHIATHCS.

— Kro BepHetca? — nokocuica Ha Hee Kpeost. — O yeM Tbl, kKeHIuHa?

— IIpodeccop I'puH, — TeprienBo nosiciuna Banecca. — B Bammem mupe Obuti mpoceccopa?

ITockonpKy B IIIyMEpPCKOM, KOTOPBIN OHAa TaK HEOKUAAHHO BbIyumJla, TAKOE CJIOBO OTCYTCTBO-
BaJI0, MOKHO OBUIO 3aKJIIOYMTh, YTO MOJI0OHOTO TUTYJIA IATH THICSY JIET Ha3a] elle He CYILECTBOBAJIO.
Ho BoH xotena yoeauThcst HaBepHsIKa.

— Hy s He 3Hato, Kak Bbl X TaM Ha3blBaJM, — MaxHyJa pykoi oHa. — Myapelisl, (puocodsl,
MBICJTUTEIH. . .

— AbGramu?.. — nepecnipocun Kpeon. — Abranu Obii, KoHe4HO. Ho... 0 4eM Tbl TOBOpPHIIIb,
xeHmuHa? [Ipu yem TyT Kakoi-To adraiib?

— DTO TOT YeNIOBeK, KOTOPBII XKUBET 37iech! — pazapaxkeHHO oObsicHiIa Bon. — Hy, Tot, KOTO-
PphIli TIPHHEC CIofIa TBOW Tpo0 H... TeOsl.

— W meHs, X0351H, U MEHsl, — HAIOMHIJI 0 ceOe XyOakcuc.

— Ila, u Te0s1, — XMBbIKHYJ1a Banecca.
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— AX, BOT 310 KTO! — cooOpa3ui HakoHel[ Kpeoir. — A 3auem Kyna-To yxoauth? [1ycTh OH TOJTBKO
SIBUTCS, 51 €T0 MOKapIo, Kak OapaHblo jonaTky!.. Cefiuac BOT 3apsiKy ke3m, U Oy[ib OH XOTh TPHK/IbI
a0rasiemM, OTIPABUTCS HA KOPM YepBsIM, KJISTHYCh Tramar 1 BoeHaYaabHUKOM ee Kunry!

— Jla TBI uTO, OcataHen?! — Bo3amyTuiaach Banecca. — Henb3s ke youBath moneii!

— Ilouemy 310? — ynuswics Kpeosn. — 4 xe mar.

— Ha, npaBaa, — noaTBepani Xyobakcuc. — X031H — Mar, eMy MOKHO yOuBaTh jmoaeit. Tombko
MOTOM HaJIo mTpad) 3aIUIaTUTh, €CJIM ITO UYKOW pad WM POANYM HEIOBOJILHBI OYIYT.

— Mrpad um, — npoBopuan Kpeosn. — XKagnsie Bce cnumkoM. YyTh Koro yowms, cpazy Habe-
raioT — 1aTy, mwiatk! f 30710ToM He UCIIPaKHSIOCh, YTOOBI 32 KaXJ0ro UINOTA TUIATHTh.

— 3aKOHBbI, XO35IMH. .. — pa3Bes pyKaMu XyOaKcuc.

— Wnnotckue 3akoHbBI. D, )KeHIIUHA, KaKOW y Bac MmojiokeH mrpad 3a adrasns?

— ¥ Hac 3a 310 He mTpad NMoJIoKeH, a TIopbMa! — 4yTh He paciuiakaiack Banecca. — Ot qBajanatu
JIET J10 MOKU3HEHHOTO! A B HEKOTOPBIX HITATaX — IEKTPUUECKUI CTYI!

— Kakoit cryn?.. — He nonsin Kpeou.

— Hy... takoii... Caguibest, a TeOs Ka3HAT... Kak Obl MOJTHUEH, — TOIBITANIACh OOBSICHUTD
JOCTYIHO BoH.

— Kazuar?! Mara ka3uaT 3a youiictBo adrans?! — BosmyTtwiics Kpeon. — Yto 3a uanoTckuit
mup!

— IIa, y Hac B lllymepe 3akoHBI ObLTH JTy4Ille, — MoAMaKHYT XyOakcuc. — [IpaBuiibHee U pa3ym-
Hee.

— MeHs He KacaeTtcsi, YTo TaM OBUIO C BaMH B YePTOBOM JpeBHeM BaBuiioHe! — moBbICHIa rojioc
Bon. — Ceituac Bbl B rpe6anoM CaH-®PpaHITUCKO, Tak 4To OyabTe TI0Oe3HbI COOMOIaTh 3aKOH! A MHaue
sl BaM He TOMOTalo, M JieJlaiiTe 4To XoTuTe !

Kpeon onemmmi. B Illymepe ero BpemeHn MeCTO KEHIIMHBI (€CTM OHA He Marecca) ObLIo Tje-
TO MOCEpeIMHE MeX 1y MeOeJIbio M JOMAITHUMHU )KUBOTHBIMU. HYl oiHa 3 paObIHb He rocmera Obl He
TO YTO 3arOBOPHTH C XO3SIMHOM O€3 CIIPOCy, HO JIa)ke B3MJISHYTh B IJIa3a.

A 3Ta oper Ha Hero, Oy/ATO CYMTAET, YTO TaK U HAJO.

Cuavana Kpeosn xoTen pa3o3imThes, HO TIOTOM PelIni He TOPOIUThCs ¢ pemenueM. HemHoro
TMOJlyMaB, OH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO Y HEKOTOPHIX HAPOJIOB JKEHIIMHBI CTOSIT HApaBHE C MYKUYMHAMH, a B
KaKHX-TO Bpojie Obl Jake TIABEHCTBYIOT. .. XOTsI 9TO YK HaBEPHsIKA BPAKH.

Tak uro Kpeos pemmn Ha niepBblil pa3 MPOCTUTh HAIyIo AMKApKy. 1 moka 4ro — noka yro! —
OTHOCUTbBCSI CHUCXOJUTEJIBHO K €€ UyJOBHIIHOM AeP30CTH.

Ho Tex mop, moKa He paz0epeTcsi, HACKOIbKO MOI0OHOEe HOPMAJIBHO B STOM HOBOM MHMpE.

— Ho 3T10T TBO¥I a0raib BeIHEC MEHsI M3 TPOOHMIIBI M TTPUTALIIIT B CBOM JI0M, — 3ameTit Kpeoit. —
OckBepHATh, a TeM OoJiee TPadUTh MOTHJIBI — TIPECTYIUICHUE Tiepe]] O0raMu U JIIOAbMHU.

— Jla 0 yem BbI roBOpHTE? — yAMBUIIACh Banecca. — 910 ke ObUIa apXeomoruniecKkast IKCreuims!
Ecnu Moruie cTosibko JieT, 3TO yke He MOrujia, a naMsTHUK apeBHoctu! OTKyaa mpodeccop mMor
3HATh, YTO Thl HE JI0 KOHIA yMep?

— 4 ymep 1o koHia, — Bospasui Kpeos. — [Ipocto morom Bockpec.

— Hy, xak Obl TaM HU OBUIO, — MaxHy/a pyKoil BoH. — 3aro npezacTaBbTe, Kakoe y Hero Oyaer
JIVILIO, KOTJIa OH BEPHETCSI M HAWJIET MyCTOU Tpod!

Kpeon npeacraBun u pa3aBuHys TyObl B Jierkoi yibsioke. OH elie HeMHOTO TIOKOOEHHJICS], HO
BCE K€ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB COTJIaCHJICS TTPOCTHUTH Mpodeccopa.

— Tak u ObITb, 51 HEe OyIy ero yOMBaTh, — CHUCXOOUTEIBHO KUBHYJ OH. — 3HAUUT, MOKEM HITH.
I'ne BbIXO/ B 3TOM HECypa3zHOM Kuiuiie?

— Dii-31, nmoroAu-Ka, Morofau, — nojaHsuia pyku Banecca. — Thl 4TO, B TaKOM BHJIE HA YJIUILY
coOpasicsa?

— A 4rto Bo MHe He Tak?! — Bo3myTtusics Kpeo.
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— A He 3Hal0, Kak y Bac Tam, B ipeBHeM lllymepe, a y Hac 1o y/uiam He pa3ryJrBaioT MOMYTOJIbe
3omMOu. Byzp 51 ceifuac npu UCNIOHEHUH, Tak Obl U apecToBajia OOOUX. . .

— Ecnu Mue OyzieT o3BOJICHO CKa3aTh, XO351H, B BaBuiioHe TeOs Obl TOKE 3aKOJION TIEPBBIT ke
CTPaXXHUK, — JTOOE3HO BCTaBU XyOakcuc. — JKUBBIX MEpPTBEIIOB HUT/IE HE JIIOOST.

— MoskeTt ObITb, c/Ie/Iaelb KaKOH-HIOYAb (POKYC, UTOOBI TPUBECTH ceOs1 B MOPSIOK ? — C HA/IEK-
nout cripocuiia Bon. Eif xotenock JMmmHu# pa3 yoeautbest, uto Kpeon qelicTBUTETbHO BOJIIICOHHUK.

— To4HO, XO351MH, BBI30BH JIEMOHA-LIENUTENsI! — C SHTY3Ua3MOM IPEeJIOKII JKUHH. — Bare-
opa, Harpumep. ..

— Ecnu 51 Oyny BBI3BIBaTH AEMOHOB T10 JIIOOOMY ITYCTSIKY, OHH CJIUIIIKOM OBICTPO 3aKOHYATCS, —
orpbi3Hyscs Kpeost. — Thl He 3a0bIBail O YCIOBUSIX MOETO JOTOBOpPA — OHO KeJlaHKe, a TIOTOM CHOBa
KW OJWHHAIIATDH JieT. B ernoHe Dmuropa BCEro-To MIECThAECST AEMOHOB-HCTIONHUTENIEH, U BCe
’KaJIHble, BCEM IUIATUTh HAJIO... A y MEHs BCEro OJjHa JIyIlla, U CHOBA 1 €e MPo/IaBaTh He COOUPAIOCH!
OpHoro pa3za MHe XBaTuJiIo... Het yx, o0oiiemMcsi COOCTBEHHBIMU CHJIAMHU.

aknarue Mcnienenus y mara yxe Obu1o rotoBo. OH mpoOopMOTa CJIOBO-KJTIOY U TIPOBEJT PYKOH
o smity. I1o ToMy coBHO poKaTHiIach HEBUMMAsl BOJIHA, U OHO. .. HAYAJIO MEHSIThCS.

He crumkom cumbao. Kpeon ocrancst cam coOoii, HU B KOTO He MpeBpaTwics. DTO cKopee
HAIOMUHAJIO CMbIBaHKE IpUMa — KOa IpruoOpesia HOpMaJIbHBIN OTTEHOK, I'yObl YTPaTHIA CHHIONI-
HOCTB, I71a3a U3 KPacHBIX CTaJIM cepbIMH. EIllle TOIBKO YTO MOXOKHIA Ha )KMBOTO MEpTBEIa, Mar CTa
BBITJISIIETh OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

ToJbKO BOJIOCH Tak M He BBIPOCTH. TYT ye HeJoCTaBasio MPOCTEHIINX JieueOHbIX yap.

— T'opasno nyuine! — BocxuTtniiack Banecca.

Tenepsb crano BuaHO, uto B Kpeone Teuer OnmkHeBOCTOUHAs KpoBb. Ero 4eptsl He ObUIM HU
apaOCKUMHM, HA KaBKa3CKUMH, HO AajibHee POACTBO MPOCIIEKUBAIOCh. BHIIIsiIeN OH JIeT Ha COPOK
WM JTaKe MOJIOXKE — XOTSI Ha JieJie eMy MEPEeBAIIIO yKe 32 JeBSHOCTO.

— Ho novemy Tonbko nmiio? — nouHtepecoBaiach BoH, msas nuke Kpeony mien.

JleficTBUTEIbHO, OT ITUIEY U HUXKE KapTMHA OCTaBajlach TpekHer. Ta ke camas mepr-
BEHHO-0eJ1ast Koka, BHICOXIIAs M TIOTepTasi, a B HECKOJIBKUX MecTax — JionHysiias. Camast rimyOokast
paHa KpacoBasiach B IIEHTPEe TPYIH, TAK YTO MOKHO OBLIO MOII000BATHCS BUAHEIONIMMUCS peOpamu.

— Mory u nenmkom, Ho 310 OyneT Joiro, — 6e33a00THO oTBeTH Kpeoi.

Ero camoro 310 HU4yTh He 3200THIIO — TJIABHOE, YTO BCE OPraHbl HOPMAJIbHO PadOTAIOT.

— JlagHo, BCce paBHO MO/ OJIEXKI0M HUKTO HE YBUIUT, — HEOXOTHO coryiacuiiack BoH. — Tonbko
OfIE)K Y TOXE HAI0O CMEHUTb.

— A ozex/1a-To YeM He HpaBUTCs?

— X03s11H, 1a THl IOCMOTPH Ha cedst! — XxuxukHy1 XyOakcuc. — B BaBuione nmocnenaue Opoasru
OJICBJIUCH JTyuliie!

— V¥ Hac Toxe, — nogaakny/ia Banecca. — Hago nmocMotpets, MokeT, y ipogeccopa ecTb Kakue-
HUOY/Ib IIIMOTKH. . .

— A MOXeT, y Hero v Kakasi-HuOy/Ib €/1a eCTh? — C IHTEPECOM CITPOCHII [KUHH. — 3Haelb, BoH,
s y’Ke TIATh ThICSYENICTUN HUYero He el. . .

— Hapo nocmotpets. [lymaio, OH He OOMIUTCS, €CITH HEMHOKKO TIOPOEMCSI B XOJIOIMITbHUKE.

XONoAMIbHUK OOHApYXKUJICA TPSMO 37eCh, OYKBaJbHO B JBYX marax. Hu mar, HU JOKUHH
Jocene He oOpalaii Ha HEro BHMUMAaHUS, NMPHHUMAs 32 MPOCTO JeTaib MHTepbepa. Ho Temephb
Banecca pacnaxtysa 6eyio JBepily. .. U MPHUIIESbIbI U3 MPOILIOro 0OOMIIEIH.

— Huuero cebe! — Bocxurmiics Xybakcuc. — Mopo3siuii CyHayK !

— Hudero oco6enHoro, — BHIIATAN TyOy ysa3BieHHbIA Kpeos. — Y MeHs Bo 1Bopiie ObLT IIeIbIi
noyiBat. [IoMHUIIIb, ST HAJIOXKWUJ CIIEMATbHOE 3aKJIMHAHKUE, YTOOBI €12 He IOPTHIIach?

— 51 MOMHIO, CKOJIBKO 30JI0Ta OTBAJIMJI MMIIEPATOp, KOrJa Thl CAeJal eMy TOYHO TaKoW ke, —
3aKMBaJ IKVHH.
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— Xopoio ObITh KOJIYHOM... — 3aBUCTIIMBO B3/I0XHY/A BaHecca, posick B HefIpax XOJIOAWIIb-
HUKA.

— Marowm, xeHIIHA, Marom, — HeJIoBOJIbHO Tomopiuics Kpeoi.

— A kakas pa3Huua?

— QOuensp Oosblnasi! — BO3BBICKI ToJI0C Mar. — TeGe BOT MOHpaBUTCs, e 51 Oyqy Ha3blBaTh
TeOs1 Kap-kumga?

— He 3nar0, — noxasa medamu Banecca. — Yro 310 Takoe?

— [lngomuecs Mo pbHKY.

— Bce paBHO He noHsIa.

— biynHunel.

— IImoxu, 4To JIM. .. 91, OCTOPOXKHEN B BhIpakeHUX .. — Bo3MyTmiach BoH. — [lymaerts, ecinu
yMeelllb KOJIJIOBaTh, TAK MOXKeIb 003bIBaThecsA?! YOMOMoK rpedaHslii!

— Bunuis, He HpaBUTCS, — YXMBUIBHYJICA Kpeosn. — A pasHuLia NpUMEpPHO Takas xe. Mar —
CBOOOHBIN TBOpPEL, Marvsi AJ1s1 MEHs1 — UICKYCCTBO. 1 HM OT KOTO He 3aBHIILY, JIeJIalo, YTO CaM 3aX04y.
Konnyn — pa0, oH mpogaeT ayiry AeMOHY U B OOMEH MOJTydaeT Marndeckylo cuity. Mar MoxeTt ObITh
OeJIbIM, YEPHBIM HJIH CEPBIM, Kak caM noxesnaeT. KosmyH — TopKo YepHbIM. [ paHuIia Mex 1y Marom u
KOJILyHOM OUYeHb TOHKA, HO OHA eCTh, 3Ta rpanuia! UYpeso Tuamar, na s st TOro ¥ IOXOPOHMIT ceOst
32)KHMBO, YTOOBI HE MPECTYNUTH 3Ty uepTy! UTOOBI AyIly COXpaHUTh, BOT AJIsI YETO S MePecesiics B
Bam cymacienmmi mup!!! TonaTHO TeOe, 6e3mosras aukapka?!!

C kax o (ppazoii Kpeon sipuiicst Bce CUIIbHEE U CUJIbHEE, a MIOCJIE CJIOBA «/1ylIa» OH YKe BOBCE
peBen, Kak OereHsldi ciioH. Tonmpko BOoT u XyOakcuc, u BaHecca B3upainy Ha OyIIyloIero mara ¢
TMIOJIHBIM PaBHOAYIIKEM.

3TO 37IMJI0 €r0 €11e CUJIbHEE.

— Hy npocru, s %e He 3Hana, — 6€33a00THO MOXaJla TUIeYaMH JIeBYIIKa, Korga Kpeon Hako-
HEII-TO BBIOXCsA. — JIaIHO, BHI €IIbTE MOKA, a s TOUIILy, BO YTO TeOsI MOKHO HAPSIIUTb.

Ha Tapenke, Hacriex coOpaHHOW JEBYIIKOH, KpacoBajach jkapeHash KypuHasl HOXKa, KyCOK
XOJIOJHOW THILIIBI, Pa3pe3aHHBIH MOToIaM MOMUJIOP U Tlapa MapHMHOBAHHBIX OTYPYMKOB. Psom cto-
sUTM JiBe OaHKY — C TIMBOM U KOKa-KoJou. [Tpodeccop He Tak yx yacto odesian B JabOpaTopuu, Tak
YTO OOJIBIIIE HUYETO ChECTHOTO HE OTHICKAJIOCh.

Eie B XonoanibHUKeE Jieskaau OaHKa CTaporo MailoHe3a M MOPKOBHasl KOT/IeTa, HO ux Banecca
Tporarh He cTajna. Bpsj m ee HOBbIe 3HAKOMbIE HACTOJIBKO YK MPOrOJIOIAIHUCh.

[Muma ouens moHpaBmiack XyOakcucy. HecMoTpst Ha pa3Mepsl, [UKMHH 0071a/1a71 3aBUIHBIM
armetuToM. Hoxxky 1 orypiis! cben Kpeost. A BOT moMuop X 000UX OYEHb YAUBUIL

— Kakas crpannas siroma, — ocMoTpen Tomar mar. — Kak rmo-tBoemy, pad, oHa He si10BUTAs?

— He 3Hato, xo3s1H. MOXeT, 3aCTaBUM CHaydajia monpoooBaTh 3Ty KEHIIUHY ?

— Eme vero! — Boamytuiics Kpeoit. — S Bepxosubiii Mar Illymepa, 51 He npsiaych 3a CliuHAMU
xeHmmyH! [TorpoOyii ThI, pad.

— Ho, xo03suH...

— IIpoGyi, s ckaza!

Xybakcuc 37100HO MMOKOCUIICS Ha X03MHA, HO BCE XKe OTKYCHJI KycoueK. M TyT ke Brpbi3cs U30
BCEX CHIL

— Kak BKycHO, X0351MH! — BOCKJIMKHYJT OH. — HuKOrna He npo6oBasi HU4ero rnogoOHoro!

— Ha? — ¢ comHenueM oTKycui Kycouek Kpeon. — Twl mipaB, pa0, 3to BkycHo! Hy-ka, otaait
MHE CBOIO 4acThb!

Xybakcuc BO3MYIIEHHO 3aBOITHII, TOPOIUIMBO 3alMXMBAs B [IACTh TO, YTO €I1Ie OCTAJIOCh. 32 YTO
TYT K€ Y TIOyYrJI oA3aThuibHUK. Ho cradplii — n3-3a pasmepoB pxuHHa Kpeosn onacacs TynuTh ero
BO BcIo cuity. EMy He X0Tesnoch octaThesi ¢ KPOXOTHBIM TPYIIMKOM BMECTO OTHOCHUTEJIBHO TOJIE3HOTO
pada.

XOTs MHOT 1A BCE-TAKKU XOTEJIOCh.

24



A. B. PynazoB. «Apxumar»

— A 310 uTo Takoe? — Kpeon niepernien k 6ankam. — KaxeTcs, TaM 9TO-TO TUTEIIETCS. ..

— Ilo-moemy, 3TO Takoil MeTayul, — MPEeNNoNOKMI JKUHH. — TOMBKO Kak JOoCTath TO, YTO
BHYTpH?

Kpeon eme pa3 omrynan 6anky. Koneuko, 3a KoTopoe TpeOOBaJIOCh IOTSHYTh, HE BBI3BAJIO Y
HEro MHTepeca — OH MOCYUTAN €ro BCEro JIMIIb yKpalleHueM. [JIpyrux oTBepCTuil OH He Halled.

— ITo3Boub, 51 MPOBEPIO, UTO TaM BHYTPH, XO3UH? — MPEATIOKIIT XyOaKCHC.

Kpeon Momua KuBHYII, U JJKMHH IOPKHYJ TPSIMO CKBO3b MeTa/ul. OTTyna HEMeIeHHO JTOHeC-
JIOCh aIMeTUTHOE XJIIONaHbe — eMy TIOMaJIoch MUBO.

— BenukonenHwplil HAaMUTOK, XO35IMH, — OTAYBAsICh, BBINON3 KUHH. — HEMHOro roxoxe Ha M1Bo,
HO ropaszfo jayunie. K coxanenuto, Tam 0oJbliie HIYero He octaynock. [103Boib, s pOBEPIO U BTOPYIO
€MKOCTb?

— Oboiinenbes! — BoamyTuiics Kpeor.

OH BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPEJI OCTaBIIyIOCsl OaHKY M C CUJION IIBBIPHYJI ee B cTeHy. baHka ocra-
Jach 1eJI0. Yaaphl Xke3na ToXke He CMOIIM NMpoOuTh MpouHblid MeTasul. Torna Kpeon nogHsn Haz
Hell pUTYaJIbHBIA HOX. Marmdeckoe Jie3Bre, CliocOOHOe pa3pe3arh KaMeHb, KaKk KyCOK Maca, JIErKO
pacrnoposio 0aHKy, UCIIOPTHB IO M OCTABUB OOJIBIIYIO JIY)KY YEPHOH KHUIKOCTH.

— 3Haeb, X035IMH, a 3TO HA BKYC COBCEM JIPYroe, — 3aJyMUMBO COOOIIMIT XyOaKCHC, JIAKHYB
13 ylesieBIel nojoBuHku. — Ho Toxe Herioxo.

— Hennoxo, — cormacuncs Kpeosn, nonusas To, 4to ynanoch cnactu. — CTpaHHOE OIyIIeHue —
Kak Oy[TO B 3TOM KUAKOCTU COIEPKUTCS MHOTO KPOXOTHBIX ITy3BIPHKOB. . .

— Yro BBl TyT 6€3 MeHs HaTBOpWJIN? — axHysa BaHecca, mosiBUBIINMCH Ha MOpOTe.

Xybakcuc BUHOBATO CheXmiIcs. Kpeos HeBO3MyTUMO OTXJIEOHYI ellie KOKa-KOJIbl.

C onexnoit Bon Hamyumnace. [Ipocdeccop I'pun ucronb3oBai cBo BTOPYIO KBapTUPY €llie U
KaK CKJIaJl HeHYKHBIX BEIllel, M OHA Halllla ax JiBa MmKada, HAOUTBIX CTAPOU ONEKIOM.

Kazanock Ob1, BLIOOP OOJIBIION — OT HOUHOH MUKaMBbl JJO TOXOPOHHOTO caBaHa (Kak HU CTPaHHO,
OTBICKAJICS Iaxke OH). BOT ToNbKO 0OOHapy)MIack oqHa mpodieMa — pasmep. Kpeon obnagan BecbMa
HETIOXOW KOMIUIEKITUEH — BBICOKHIA, IIIMPOKOIICUUH, CO CTPOMHOM Tauel v y3kumu Oenpamu. [1po-
dbeccop, HanpoTUB, ObLT MaJEHBKUM W MyXJIeHbKUM. JII000i U3 ero rnpeaMeToB cMoTpescs Obl Ha
BOCKpECIIEM Mare HEeMHOTHM JIy4llie TeNePenIHero ofiessHusl.

Jlaxe HUXKHee Oellbe.

Ho B koHI1le KOHIIOB BaHecce ynanoch-Taku OTBICKaTh YTO-TO MOAXonsiiee. BeposTtHo, 3TOT
KOCTIOM TIPUHAJJIekasl ChIHY Mpodeccopa... WIM MPOCTO CAyYalHOMY 3HAKOMOMY, KOTOPBIM MpH
HEKHMX O0OCTOSITENILCTBAX OCTABHJI 3/1€Ch CBOM KOCTIOM.

Tak WM UHave, MWK ero CJIOBHO crienpanbHo Ha Kpeona. JKampb Tonbko, hpauHast mapa He
CJIVIIIKOM TIOAXOIUT UIsI MIPOTYJIOK MO HOYHBIM yiuriaM. OOBIYHO B TaKMX KPACYIOTCS Ha 3BaHBIX
BeUyepax M TOPKECTBEHHBIX MEPOIPUSITUSIX.

Ho BbIOMpars ObUIO HE U3 Yero.

—Kakas... crpannas... ogexna. .. — mpornsixtea Kpeos, 6e3ycrnerHo nelTasgich HaTSHYTh JIEBYIO
mITaHuHy. — Thl yBepeHa, YTO Ballll MYKYHUHBI HOCSIT UMEHHO Takue?

— KoneuHo, yBepeHa, — ¢ HEKOTOPHIM COMHEHHMEM OTBeTHIa Banecca. — 9To OueHb XOpOIIUi
KOCTIOM, 1 OH TeOe KaK pa3, 3TO camoe IJIaBHOe. 3aBTpa KyIHM JPYrou.

— He Bepio, 4TO B 3TOM MOKHO HOPMAJIBLHO TepeaBurathes, — OypkHyn Kpeon, crubas pyku
B JIOKTsIX. C HEMPUBBIYKY eMy ObUIO OYeHb HeylnoOHO. — Huuero, BOT pa3BepHYCh TYT Kak CJIedyeT,
BBITIOJTHIO TIJIaH, U 51 BAaC BCEX MEPEOICHY B MPABWIBHYIO OJCKIY. . .

— A 4T0 HOCUJM Yy Bac, B [IpesHem Erunte?

— Kakowm eme Erunre, s u3 lllymepa! — orpsiznyscs Kpeon.

— Oii, mpocty, g 3a0bl1a, — HACMENIUTMBO YJIbIOHYIack Banecca. — Tak 9to e Bbl TaM HOCHIIUA?
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— B BaBusioHe HocuM TUIaIy, TYHUKH, KadTaHbl, — ckazan Xyoakcuc. — Eie xo34auH Hurjie
He MOKa3bIBasICs 0e3 ABYX Map@oB KpecT-HAKPeCcT. A MaHTAJIOH y HAC HUKOTAAa He HOCWJIU, 3TO Bap-
BapcKasi ofieka.

— Bo-niepBbix, 3TO HEe MaHTAJIOHBI, a IITaHbl, — oOuaenack BoH 3a coBpemeHHyI0 Mony. — Bo-
BTOPBIX, HUKAKas He BapBapcKas, a OUeHb Jaxe ynoOHas — s U caMa TaK XOXKY.

— ’Kenmuna B manTanonax ?! — Kpeos, ka3anock, TOIBKO ceifuac oOpaTvil BHUMaHUe Ha Ok Ty
Baneccol. — Uto 3a orBpatutesbHoe 3penuiie? !

— Hy 3naems, noporoit moii! — emie 6onbine ockopounack Banecca. — TebOe Jiydiie ocTaBUTh
CBOM YCTapeBIIMe B3IJISI/IbI — HA JIBOPE IBA/IIIATh MEPBbIN Bek !

— JIBamnate nepBbiid? — HaXMypwIT 4esio Kpeos 1 Hadan 9To-TO BHICUMTHIBATH HA TAJIbIIAX. —
A OT Kakoro coObITHS BB BeJieTe JieTocurcieHre? B Moe BpeMsI IIeT MeCThASCAT JAEBATHIA BeK OT
Benuxkoro Iloroma. ..

— Jla kakoro eie nortorna? — oTMaxHysnach Banecca. — Mbl cuutaem OT... 3-3... PoxjaecTBa
XpucroBa. Hy, 06 3Tom s Tebe moTom pacckaxy. Tebe BooOIIe erie MHOTO Yero HyKHO y3HaTh. . .

C 00yBbI0 BO3MIIKCH elrie Aomblie. Ee 3nech okazanoch MeHbllle, 4eM OfekIbl, 1 1o Hore Kpeony
MIPUIILITACH TOJIBKO JIAKMUpOBaHHBIe Tyiu. Toxe siBHO He mpodeccopckre, OAMHHAIATOrO pa3mepa,
BBHITJISIASIIIE COBCEM HOBBIMU.

[TpuUBHIKIIIMI K CAHAATUAM APEBHUN IIyMep 3alMXUBAJI Ty[Ja HOTHM JOJITO W MOPIIUJICS TaK,
CJIOBHO €ro CTUCKMBAJIM Koionkamu. Ho HakoHel oH 00ysicsi, Banecca oToluia Ha apy 1aroB 1 CKerl-
THUYECKH OCMOTpesna pe3ynbrar. Bo dpake u Tysix emy ObUIO CTpaITHO HEYTOOHO, OH HEOBOJIBHO
BOpYAJT ¥ TTOYECHIBAJICS, KAK MAPTHIIIIKA.

Ho o6mmii Bug Banecce BHe3anmHO moHpaBuiics — ceityac Kpeon HarmoMuHasl 0OJIBICEBIIETO
Jxerimca bonaa. YyTouky HEOOBIUHO, HO B TAKOM BHJIE OH XOTs1 ObI He OyJeT BbI3bIBATh YAUBJICHHBIX
B3IJISI/IOB.

— lancryka He XBaTaeT, — 33 AyMYMBO MOAMEeTHIIA OHA. [IPHTMYHBIX TAJICTYKOB OHA HE HalllIa —
TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO TEX TPSATIOK YKAaCHOM pacIBETKU, KOTOPbIe OOBIYHO AAPSIT MaJIO3HAKOMBIM JIIO/ISIM
Ha JIeHb poxaeHus1. — JIaqHo, myMaro, COMIET Ha repBoe BpeMs. 3a0upaii cBoe J0OpO U TOIILIH.

Kpeon crpe6 B oxanky My3eiHble SKCIIOHATHl M HEPEIIUTENIbHO 3aCThUI MOCPEIN KOMHATHI.
Banecce Toxe cTajio SICHO, UTO C TAKOHM KydeH 30JI0Ta B pyKax Mar BCe paBHO Oy/IeT BHIIJISAETH MOJI0-
3pUTEJIBHO, ¥ OHA OTIPABUIIACH PA3bICKUBAThH KaKyI0-HUOY/Ib €MKOCTb.

B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB €ii yAaJoCch OTBICKAaTh CYMKY C KiomiKamu [yisi Tojbga. Cyas mo 3anbuUieH-
HOCTH, UMM He TIOJIb30BAJIMCH 1O KpaiHel Mepe ¢ MpOIUIoro roAa, Tak uyTo Banecca He ucrmbiTasna
yI'PBI3EHUI COBECTH, BHIKUJIBIBAsI MX Ha TTOJI.

B ocBoGonuBIIytocst Tapy Obutu ciiokeHbl MHCTpyMeHThl Kpeona. [lpaBnia, He Bce — TOJBKO
’KapOBHSI, Yallla U 1erb. AMYJIeT OH OCTaBHJI Ha I11ee, HOX YJOOHO pa3MecTUIICS B JIEBOM OPIOYHOM
KapMaHe.

C Xe3JI0M Mar Toxe OTKa3aJiCs PaccTaBaThCsl, COCNIABINKCH HA TO, YTO 3TO caMoOe LIEHHOe U3
TOTO, YTO y HEr0 €CTh, M OH MPEANOUTeT BBIKMHYTh BCe ocTaimbHOoe. [Ipuiiuiock BoH ObIcTpeHBKO
MIPUTIOMHUTB BCE, YTO OHA KOTAA-JIMOO CIIBIIAA O MOPTHSHKHOM MCKYCCTBE M MTPUAEIATh 3a Ma3yXoi
(paka HedTO BpOJE ABYX IETENIb U3 BEPEBOYEK, Ky/la U 3aMXHYIU 3710CYaCTHBIN ke37. Kpeon ymo-
CTOBEPHJICS, YTO MOXET BHIXBATUTH €TI0 OMHUM JBHXCHUEM, U OCTAJICS IOBOJICH.

— Temepb HagO KaK-TO OTKPBITH JIBEPbh... — 33AyMYMBO Ipou3Hecaa oHa. — [Ipodpeccop,
KOHEYHO, 3a1lep ee CHApYKU. .. a Mbl, KaKk Ha3JI0, BHYTPH. .. Y TeOs KPEIUTHON KapTOuKy HeT? Brpo-
4yeM, KOTo s CrpaimBan. .. JIagHo, cefiuac 4to-HUOYIb MPUIIYMAEM. . .

— OTKpbITh 1Beph? — ycMexHyJIcs yroakom pra Kpeoin. — Byzer caenaHo.

— He B3gymaii!.. — 3aBonmia BoH, HO Mar yxe akTUBMPOBaJ 3aKkJiMHaHUEe MOJTHUM.

CTpaliHo# cuitbl pa3psii IpeBpaTuiI 1 6e3 TOro XJIMIKYIO ABEPh B HEUTO HECYPa3HOE, MOBUCIIIEE
Ha oziHO# nerie. Kpeon ¢ ropabiM BUAOM TOJIKHYJ TOT KYCOK JiepeBa M OH C kKaJOOHBIM CKPHUIIOM
yIaJi Ha IO, IOJAHSB TY4Y IBUTH.
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— Kpyro, — B310XxHyJ1a Banecca, moHMMas, 4To pyrarbCs Bce paBHO yxke mo3aHo. — Kerarny,
€CJIM Thl BCE PaBHO BECh TAaKOM U3 ceOs1 MOIIHBIA, MOKET, BEPHEIIb MHE MTUCTONET? Mesxay mpounMm,
3a HOIIEHUE IMyIIKKA Oe3 JIMIICH3U! Y HAC CTaThs Tojaraercs!

Kpeosn 3aqymunBo mocMoTpest Ha Opykue, mocMoTpesn Ha Baneccy ... 3auTHbIi aMmyseT ocTa-
BaJICSI XOJIOAHBIM — 3HAYMT, ITA KEHIIMHA He TIMTAeT K HeMy BpakJAeOHbIX 4yBcTB. K ToMy ke oguH
cioit JInuHo# 3ammThl Mar yxe BOCCTAHOBHUJIL.

— Y0 TaKkoe «JIUIEHCHS», U OTKY/IA Thl 3HACIIb, UYTO Y MEHsI €€ HeT? — MOI03PUTETHHO CITIPOCHIT
OH, TIPOTATHUBAS € IMCTOJIET PYKOSITHIO BIIEPE/I.

—Hy, 310... — oBeprena naysiiamu Barecca, HO ObIcTpo caanack. HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO Terepb
OHa TOBOPHJIA HA IIIYMEPCKOM, KaK Ha POTHOM, MHOTHE CJIOBA TMO-TIPEKHEMY MTPUXOAUIIOCH TPOU3HO-
CHTh Ha aHIJIMHCKOM. B 1rymepckom Te monpocty oTcyTcTBoBain. — [ToToM 00BsICHIO.

Kpeon pemmrensHO meperarny 4yepes3 BassIollylocs IBEph U HIarHyl Ha JIECTHUYHYIO TLIO-
aaKy. XyOakcHuc MOPXHYJT CIIEIOM.

— Dii, mogoxau-Ka! — okJIMKHY/a ero Banecca. — OnsTh-Taku He 3HAIO, Kak Tam OBbLJIO y Bac,
HO y HAac TIO yJIMI[aM JUKUHHBI He JietaloT. Hy-ka ObIcTpo B CyMKY!

— BoH, a MOXeT, 51 ydIie Cripsuych y TeOsl 3a Mma3yxou ? — 3aUCKHUBAIOIIE MPEJIOKIIT [KUHH. —
Tam MeHS ToKe HUKTO He 3aMETHT, ¥ TaM Teruiee. . .

— Eme yero! — Bo3amyTHIach AeBYIKa, 3aMETHUB, KaK MOXOTIMBO TISTUTCS OJHOIIA3BIN JIHJIHU-
myT. — [Ipsubcs y cBOero Xo3siuHa, eCi OOUIIbCS 3aMEP3HYTh!

— ¥ Hero xonoxnHo! U npoTuBHo. ..

— He oGparmnait BHMMaHMs1, — Ope3rMBO MaxHy pykoit Kpeon. — [)KMHHBI Booyarcsi 3a BCeM,
YTO IIEBEIATCS, ¥ 9TOT He UCKmoueHre. Eciti 9To «Bce» jKEHCKOro I0j1a, KOHEYHO, O IKUHHAX-COI0-
MUTAaX 5 TIOKa HEe CIIBIIIA. .. XOTS 51 HUKOT/Ia ¥ He CIIPAITUBAJL.

— YV Hero Bce paBHO HUYETO He MOJTYYUTCS, MBI B Pa3HBIX BECOBBIX KaTeTOPHUSIX, — HACMEIILJIBO
(ipkHyna Banecca.

— DI, KpacaBWIIa, €CJIM TIOHAIOOUTCS, ST MOTY YBEJIMUUTHCS IO TBOMX Pa3MepoB, BOT TOT/a U
YBUMIIE! — paCIIbUICS B YJIBIOKe XyOakcuc. — X04ellb B3TJISTHYTh?

— O0oiiych Kak-HHOYAb!.. A OH B cCaMOM Jiesie MOXKeT? — Ha BCAKHIA ClTyvail yTouHuia BoH.

— Moxer, MOXeT, — ycTano oTMaxHyJcs Mar. — OueHb HEHaJ0JTo, HO eMy OOBIYHO XBaTaerT.

— Jla emie Kak xBaraeT-To! — 3akuBajl JJKMHH. — [Toka HUKTO He kajioBasics!

— Jlepxuch OT MeHs mojasblie, npexynpexai! — Bon nmogHecna k auiry XyOakcuca Kynak,
a JIpyroi pyKol KOCHYJIach KOOYPBI.

— Ycnokorics, KeHIMHA, — oKocuyics Ha Hee Kpeon. — ¥V moero pada CMIKOM JIJTUHHBIN
SI3bIK, & BOT BCE OCTaIbHOEe KOpoTKoBaro. He Bepuiib — mocmoTpu cama. [TomHIO, 10Ma OH Bceraa
MPUCTaBaJl K MOMM PaObIHsIM, a BOT KOIJIa IOXOAMJIO JI0 Jiela. . .

Mar nocMoTpet Ha JKMHHA ¥ HACMeNUTMBO (bbIpKHYIL. [Toxoxke, BCIIOMHUIT KaKOW-TO CITyYau.
Xy0bakcuca, IoXoxe, 3TO 3a/1eJI0 — OH 37I00HO 3aIIHIIEN U YIIOPXHYJI CKBO3b MOTOJIOK.

Banecca ot gy noHajesijiack, 4To 3TaKOM BBIIIIE Ceuac HUKOTO HeT.

— Jlam coBeT Ha Oy/y1iiee: Jiydirie 3a0y/Ib CIIOBO «pad», — npeaynpeauia ona Kpeona. — Pabcrea
OoJIbIIIe HE CYILIECTBYET.

— Tel He nryTHIIB, KEHIMHA? — He10BEpUYMBO MIsIHYI Kpeoo.

Banecca nomotasa rojioBoii.

— Touno He mytuims?.. UYpeBo Tuamar, kak 310 HeT padcTBa?.. A KTO OyleT CTpOUTh MHE
OaIHIO. .. ¥ IBOPEII... U... ¥ Bce ocTasibHOe?! KTO Oy/IeT roTOBUTh MHE €1y 1 TIOTHOCUTh OCBEXal0-
e HanuTku?! YTo 3a OJUKOCTh, KaK BB O TAKOI'0 JOKATHIUCH?

— Bor Tak BOT ¥ ioKaTUIIHCh, — B30XHYIA BoH. — A, BepHysics, KazanoBa MOHCTpooOpa3Hbiii?
7K1BO B CyMKY, KOMY CKa3aHO!

— 3Haemb, BoH, a s Bejb TONBKO ero pad! — oOuescs BbUICTEBIINN U3 CTEHBI XyOaKcHc. —
TeGe 51 NOBUHOBATHCS He 00s13aH!
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— He xouemns B cymMKy — He Jie3b, — XMbIKHYJT Kpeosn. — Tonbko Toraa tede mpuuercsi yMeHb-
IIUThCS.

— Jlyurnie yx Tak, — OypKHYJI JUKWHH, COKpaIasich B pa3Mepax, MoKa He CTaJl pOCTOM C TapakaHa.
Teneppb pa3mIsIETh €ro CTAJIO COBCEM TPY/IHO.

— Tax TbI 5ke TOBOpHJI, UTO OH HE MOXKET HAJI0JIr0 MEHAThCS, — IpUNoMHWIa Banecca.

— YBenMunBaThCsl HE MOXKET, — nonpaBui ee Kpeost. — A yMeHbIIaThest — Ha JOOpOe 310POBbE,
XOTb HaBCEI/a.

JIugt ve padotan. BoaMoxkHO, X035MH I0Ma OTKJII0YAJ €r0 Ha HOYb, & MOXET, €ro MPOCTO KTO-
TO ucnopTuJ. [Ipunuiock cryckarbcsi O JIECTHULIE.

Uepes nBa staxxa Bon 3amermia, uto Kpeon uro-to 6opmMouer Brosnronoca. OHa mpuciTyIa-
J1ach, HO €rO CJIOBA 3BYYaJM COBEpIIEHHEHIIeH adpakaaadpoil.

— ThbI TaM MOJMIIILCS, YTO JIM? — CTAJIO0 UHTEPECHO eH.

Mar He#OBOJIBHO TIOKOCHJICSI Ha Hee W 3a00pMoTan ObicTpee. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO CTYNEeHEeK OH
3aKOHYWJI U OTBETHUII:

— HauuTsiBato 3akimHanve. HyXHO MOB30BaThCSA Kak/I0W CBOOOTHON MUHYTOM, HUKOI/IA HE
3Haelllb, KOIa [OHAI00UTCA. . .

— 310poBO. A MHOT'O Thl 3HA€IIb 3aKJIUHAHUN?

— CmoTps Kakux, — HEOXOTHO oTo3Bajicst Kpeos. — [IpocThiX — COTEH 1IECTb. .. UM CEMb, KaK-
TO HE MIPUXOIUJIO B TOJIOBY UX MOACYUTHIBATE. . .

— A 4r10, OBIBAIOT U CJIOKHBIE?

— Koneuno. IIpocroe 3ak/imHaHue HY’)KHO IPOU3HECTU BCIYX... B KpallHEM Clly4yae sl MOTy U
npo cebsi, HO 3TO TOpas3o TPyIHEE... a MOTOM OHO CHIWT ceOe B MaMsITH, TIOKa He 3aXOuelllb ero
npuMeHUTh. CJI0)XKHOE HYXKHO HE TOJBKO MPOM3HOCHThH, HO M COMPOBOAMTL YeM-HuOynb. Hy Tam,
TPaBKY BOCKYPHUTb, 3eJIbe Pa3OphI3rarh, KPyr HAYEPTUTh, KEPTBY MpuHECTH. .. [To oOcTosTe IhCTBAM.
Il yero, Mo-TBOEMY, MHE 3TU UHCTPYMEHTHI?

— [onsATHO, IOHATHO. .. — 3aAyMasiach BaHecca, mpe/icTaBisis, Kak MOTYT ObITh UCTIOJTb30BAHBI
MIPEMETHI B CyMKE. — A Lienb i 4yero?

— YUroObl IOMUUHATH JIEMOHOB, C KOTOPHIMH Y MEHSI HET JIoroBopa, — ckpuBmics Kpeon. —
Henpusarhaas mryka.

— A xakue y TeOs 3aKIMHaHusA? — He oTcTaBajia BoH.

— Besikue!

— A Bce-taku?

— Jlonro nepevucnsiTh, — MOMOpHIWICS Mar. — Bot Oyaer Bpems, 5 Nepenuiiy CBOI0 KHUTY Ha
MepramMeHT, TOrjia ¥ MOCMOTPHIIIb. . .

— Yro, MOXHO OyHeT mounTarh? — ymuBmiIack Banecca. — A s CITbIIIaza, YTO BbI, KOJIYHBI. . . O,
MPOCTH, Maru, HUKOMY He pacKpbIBaeTe CBOMX ceKpeToB. M 4To, Kax/Iplii MOXET BOT TaK MPOYECTb
3aKJIMHAHUE, U OHO UCIIOJIHUTCSA?

— Kak xe! — ¢poipknyn Kpeosn. — Torna 6s1 Mup coctostt u3 oqHux Maro! Her, mpocto mpoun-
TaTh TEKCT MaJIO, HY)KHO €Il JJOJITO YUYUThCS, TIPEXIEC YEM CMOKEIb PUMEHSTh. .. A cefiyac u mpo-
YUTATh HUKTO HE CMOXET, pa3 IyMePCKOro OOJIbIie HUKTO He 3HaeT. Eciu Xovelb, MOTOM paccKaxy
nonozpoOHee. Sl HuKorAa He oTKa3bpIBaJICs 00yyath moaen MckyccTBy.

[Nouemy-To mpu 3TUX cI0Bax XyOAKCUC HACMENIUTUBO (PHIPKHYIL.

Ha neBsitom staxke Banecca 3ameruia, uto Kpeos cHOBa uTo-10 G0pMOUeT cede o HOC.

— A Tenepb Kakoe 3aKJIMHAHUE TOTOBUIIIb? — C JIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Jla oTcTaHb Thl OT HETO, — MPOMNMILAJ € B YXO KPOILEUHbIN JxkHUHH. — Eciin oH ceituac npe-
pBETCs, eMy MpUIETCsS HAYMHATH C cCaMoro Havauia. Tebe Obl TOHPaBUIIOCH?

— A-a-a, — noHumaioie KuBHyJIa BoH. — A MHOTO OH MOXET. .. HY, JIepKaTh 3aKJIMHAHUIN?

— B mamsATH — ITYK OQMHHAALIATE-ABEHAAAT. B Ke37e — ele naTh pa3 1o crojibko. B cpen-
HEM, KOHEYHO.
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— 3T0 KaK — B cpeiHeM?

— Hy, omau 3ak1MHaHKS 3aHUMAIOT OOJIbIIIe MECTa, YeM JIpyrue. 3emyieTpsceHue i AJICKui
I'pan, Hanpumep, 3aiiMeT MOJIOBUHY TTAMSATH, WIX JECATYIO YacTh ke3na. A CBeT, HA000POT, MOKHO
COTHSIMU 3aTllOMHUHATb, U €Ille Ha YTO-HUOYIb XBATHUT.

— 3emuietpsiceHue?.. — c UHTEpecoM NpoTsHyia Banecca. [Toxoske, oHa Bce-Taky HEIOOLEHMIIA
Kpeomna.

KoHcheprkka mpoBOAMIIA STHX JBOUX YAMBICHHBIM B3MIAA0M. OHa MOTJIa OBl MOKJISACTHCS, YTO
HUKOI/Ia paHbllle HA BUJIEAa HU JILICOTO MY)KYMHY BO (bpake, HU KUTasiHKY B MOJUIIEUCKON popme.
Ho eii monarayiock ocraHaBIuBaTh TeX, KTO BXOAUT, a HE TEX, KTO BHIXOAUT, TO3TOMY OHA HUYETO He
cKazaJa.

Beiiing Ha ynuny, Kpeon noexuncs. Can-®paHIMCKO pacriosiokeH B TEIUIBIX IIUPOTaX, HO B
OKTSIOpe, J1a ellle HOUbIO 371eCh TaKK ObIBAaeT MPOXJIAAHO, a YKPaJeHHbI! y mpodeccopa dppak mouTtu
He Tpell.

Jla v mprOBUT OH U3 einie Oojiee KapKUX 3eMellb.

— Takcu! — 3akpuyana Banecca, mogHsaB OOJBINON TAJIeII.

[NomyeTBepTOro HOUM — MO3/IHEE BpeMs, a JlabopaTopusi Ipoeccopa pacrosiaranach Jajaeko OT
IIEHTPa, TOITOMY YJIUIIBI ObLIIH IyCTHIHHBL. Kpeot ycrien 3a0pocuTh B TAMSITh HEJTBIX TPU 3aKJIMHAHUS,
MOKa OHU JOKUIATTCh AaBTOMOOWIIS.

— Tak, rmaBHOe — He Tyracs, — ObICTPO TIpeAynpeansa ero Banecca, BCIOMHUB, C KAKUM YiKa-
COM BCer/ia OTHOCUJIMCh K aBTOMOOMJISIM BCSKUE KMHOITHBIC YyBaKH M3 MPOILIoro. — Hudero crpari-
HOTO TYT HET...

— Ja 51 3Ha10, — pa3apasxkeHHO 00opBai ee Mar. — [logymaens — caMOXOHasI KOJIECHUIIA, Y MEHS
Toxe ObUTa Harogooue. He nep:ku MeHs 3a TUKapsi, KEHIIHA.

— O, 310poB0, — 0OpagoBasack ero peakimu BoH. — Torma caguce.

Kpeon 6buT IPUATHO YAUBIIEH, KOT/Ia OOHAPYKHUII, YTO HA BOTUTETHCKOM MECTe CHIUT YePHO-
Kokuil. OH caM ObLT Ha YeTBEPTh KYIIUTOM, U YePHBIM BCET/Ia OTYET0-TO CUMITAaTH3UPOBAJT OOJIbIIIE,
4yeMm OesbiM. MOkeT, U3-3a TOTO, YTO TAKOBBIM OBUT €T0 JIYUIIHUH APYT. A MOXKET, IIPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO
yepHbIX B lllymepe kujo ropa3no MeHblle, 4eM OeslbIX, TaK 4To pazapaxanv oHu Kpeona ropasno
pexe.

— Y0, opuiiep, apecToBasii KOro-T0? — BECEJIO CIIPOCUIT BOAUTESIb.

— Hert. M»l... ¢ kapHaBaia. [la, TO4HO, 3TO MacKkapaJJHble KOCTIOMBI, — HallL1ach BoH.

Ei1 He xoTenoch nMpu3HaBaTh, YTO OHA TIONUIICHCKUI, XOTS 3TO U OBUIO peOSYECTBOM.

— Hy-Hy, NOHSTHO, — KUBHYJI IOep.

Koneuno, oH eii He noBepwl. HameTaHHbIi 171a3 CTapOro TakKCUCTa Cpasy ke MOHSLI, YTO MUCTO-
JIeT B KOOype HACTOSAIIVIA, a He MYJISIK.

Ho k uemy emy Jie3th B uykue Jienia? XBaraeT ¥ COOCTBEHHBIX ITPOOIIEeM.

— Kyna mbt egem? — nopo3puresibHo cripocui Kpeort.

— Ko mue nomoi, — orBetuiia Bon. — IlepekanTtyerech mapy AHel, a IOTOM IMOJBIIIEM YTO-
HUOYb MOy YIIIe.

— Jlns Havasa Hy’KHO pa3KuThcs JeHbramu. Odecreyb MHE MOMEIIeHUE IS PUTYAJIOB, KeH-
IMHA, U s TeOs IeApo oTOIaronapio.

D70 BIIOJIHE OTBEYasIO IJ1laHaM BaHecchl, ¥ OHa yIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA. BonuTesns B3MIsAHY
Ha HUX B 3epKaJIo, rajjasi, Ha KAKOM SI3bIKE TOBOPSAT 3TH JIBOE, HO HUYEro He cKazaJl.

Banecca xwia Ha MPOTUBOMOJIOXHOM KOHIIE TOPOJa, B TAKOM K€ JIOXOJHOM JIOMe, KaK TOT,
YTO OHM MOKMHYJIM. OHa CHUMaJia KBapTUpy MorojiaM ¢ noapyrou — Jlync Makayran, kaccupiieit
U3 cynepMapKeTa.

— Tonbko THXO, — TpeAyNpeauia OHa, OTKpbIBasi JABepb. — Eciu 4To-TO Oy/eT HEroHSITHO,
crpanivBaiite y MeHs. be3 pa3pellieHusi He KOJI0BaTh, U3 IOMY HE BBIXOAUTh, CUJILHO HE IITYMETb.
[TonsATHO?
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— X0351H, KTO U3 Bac IIaBHBII? — mponuInan XyoOakcuc.

— Momnyars, pad, — modponyniHo mpukasan Kpeos.

Kgaprupa Banecch! u Jlyrc okazanace auiib 4yTh Oosblie Jadoparopuu mpodeccopa I'puna.
3ato 31ech ObLTH TEJIEBU30P, MATKAsA MeOeJIb ¥ IPpOYHe MPUATHBIC JOCTHKEHUS [IMBUIM3AMN. BUIHO
OBLIO, YTO B 9TOM MeCTe UMEHHO KUBYT, a HE MPOCTO CKJIAIBIBAIOT HEHYKHbIC BEIIU U IPOOBI C MEPT-
BBIMU IITyMEPaMHU.

Iepen Bxomom Kpeon 3agepxkaiicsi, uToObl pasythcs. [Ipormemmas nmpsmMo BHYTph Banecca
OKHMHYJIa €r0 He/IOyMEHHBIM B3IJII0M. Kpeos oTBeTHI e aHaIOrMIHbIM, TIOIIeBE I MajIbllaMH Ha
HOTax ¥ CKas3a:

— OTBeTh, KEHINMHA, Thl OHA 3/1eCh CTOJIb JICHWBA U HEUYMCTOILJIOTHA, WM € B BallleM MUpe
Terepb BCE XOIAT JI0Ma B 00yBU?

— Bce, — ynuBnenHo oreetwia Banecca. — A y Bac uTo, Het?

Kpeon tonbko Monya 3akatui masa. Ero MHeHMe 0 MOTOMKaX CHU3WJIOCH €11Ie CUJIbHEE.

Tenepuszop Kpeorna He 3anHTepecoBa — SIIMK U AIIMK, 9TO B HEM 0cOOeHHOro? BKTovaTh ero
Banecca He crana, penvB MO3HAKOMUTH ¢ HUM Torno3xke. OcTaibHasi 00CTaHOBKA TOXE HE MPUBJIEKJIA
OO0JIBIIIOr0 BHUMAHUSI — HUYETO U3 Psijia BOH BBIXOASAIIEr0 B KOMHaTe He Obuio. 3ato Kpeon mpocto
3aCThUI HA MECTe, YBUJIEB JIOMAIIIHEe JKUBOTHOE — MYIIMCTOTO CHaMcKoro kota ®naddu.

— CasmeHHOe KUBOTHOE! — BBHIJJOXHYJT OH, C HOBBIM yBakeHUeM TIJ1siisl Ha BoH. — Thl He roBo-
pUJIa, 9TO MPUHAAJICKHUIIIb K O1aropoHbM!

— Jla o0 yem THI roBoOpHIIL? — TOXKaNA 1JIedaMu Banecca, cOpackiBasi OOHArJIEBIIIETO KOTSPY C
TIO/TYIIIKH.

— CarorarctBo! — Bo3myteHHO 3aopai Kpeon. — He cmeit Tak oOpariarbest ¢ Kormkoit!

[MoceHee cI0BO OH SIBHO MPOU3HEC ¢ OOJIBINON OYKBHI.

— A #-TO TymMaJa, 4To TOJIKO ETHIITSHE TOKJIOHSUIUCH KOIIKAM. .. — 33JlyMUMBO MTPOM3HECTa
Banecca, rsas, kKak noytutesibHO norakusaeT muteoiero ®nagpu Kpeoit.

— A 1nrymepbl IM BOBCE M HE TIOKJIOHSUIMCH, — IMPOIUIIAT el B YXO JUKUHH. — [IpocTo oTHOCH-
JIMCh ¢ OONBINIMM yBakeHUeM. BriaieTh My ObLIIO pa3pelieHo TOJMbKO YIeHaM apUCTOKpPATHUECKUX
bamummii, a 3a yOUICTBO KOIIIKY T0JIarajach CMepTHas Ka3Hb.

— Hy He 3Haw... [To-moeMy, 3TO 1 Ha3BIBAETCA IMOKJIOHEHUEM, — XMBbIKHY/Ia BOH.

JIBepb kKoMHathl Jlync oTBOpMIIach, M OTTyIA BbIIUIA cama JIync — 3acmaHHasi, MOpramoias
oT sipKoro cBeta. [ImatnHOBas OJOHIWMHKA C JUIMHHBIMM HOTaMH, OHa ObUIA SIBHO KpacHBee CBOEW
TIO/IPYTH.

Bripouem, cMOTps Ha 4eii BKYC.

— O, npuBert, BoH, — cOHHO MpoOopMoTasia OHa. — A pa3Be Thl CErOJHS He Ha BCIO HOUb?

— Jla, HO, TOHMMAeIllb, TaM BO3HHUKJIM KOe-KaKue MpooieMsl. .. — 3aMsiiiach Banecca.
— A 310 KTO? — JlyHc obparnia BHUMaHKe Ha BCe ellle Iasiiero kota Kpeona. — TBoi HOBBIN
napeHb?

— la 161 uTO! — (pBIpKHYIa BOH. — OH He Moii THIL. DTO. .. JaJIbHUN poACTBEHHUK. OYeHb Aailb-
Huii. 3 Kuras.

-A...

— OH He KuTaerl, — ToporumBo Jodasmia Banecca. — [Ipocro u3z Kuras. OH Tak HEOKUAAHHO
npuexai... B oOIeM, eMy Herje oCTaHOBUThCs. He Bo3pakaelb, ecii OH mapy JAHeH TYT MepeKaH-
Tyercs?

— Jla pagu Oora, — 3eBHyJa Jlync. — MHe-TO 4TO, ImycTh *uBeT... JJoOpo moxkanoBaTh B
[Tatel! — rpoMKO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, oOparmasich yxke kK Kpeomy. [Tpu 9TOM NeByIika aeana cTpaH-
HBIE 3HAKH, CJIOBHO pa3roBapvBajia C IIIyXOHEMBIM.

— Yro roBopuT 3Ta cymMacie/nas? — nepecpocus Mar, OTOPBaBIIUCh OT KOTa U C YIUBJIEHUEM
BO33PUBILKCH Ha HeJlenble kecThl Mucc Makyrai.
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— 3nopoBaercs, — nepesesia Banecca. — Jlyuc, oH coBepilieHHO He TOBOPUT MO-aHIIMiCcKu. 1
BOOOIIE HEMHOXXKO AMKOBaThIA. Hy moHMMaenb, BCIo Xu3Hb Mpoxui B ropax Tsup-Ilans... Tak
YTO THI HE YAUBJISICS, €CIIM OH Yero-HuOY/Ib OTMOYMT.

— Yo, nepBblii pa3 B 60mbIIoM ropojie? — yinbiOHyaack Jlyuc.

— Touno. [pexcraBinsenis — cerofHs BIEpBbIe B )KU3HH YBU/IE aBTOMOOWJIb !

— Jla 9TO THI TOBOPHUIIIL? — BCEPbE3 YAMBUIIACH TIOAPYKKA. — He MoxeTr ObITh! A Kak ero 30ByT?

— Kpeon.

— HeoOGbrunoe umst. A pavumnus?

— Gamunmus?.. — 3annynack Banecca. — Oid, 3Haellb, U3 rojioBH BhlieTesno. Ceityac cripomry.
Kak TBO€ mosnHoe nums? — crpocusia OHa Mo-I1yMEpPCKHU.

— Kpeos. A passe 51 He roBopui1? — HEIOBEPUMBO MMOKOCHJICS] HA HEE Mar.

— Jla met! — 3akatuia mia3za Banecca. — Hy, y yenoBeka Befib He MOXeET OBITh TOJIBKO OTHO UM !

— MHe noka 4To XBarajio, — orpei3Hyjcs Kpeoi, ysI3BJIeHHBIN TeEM, UTO €ro MOTOMKH, OKa3bl-
BAETCs, 3aBEJIM MOJLy HOCUTBD IO HECKOJIBKO UMEH, /12 ellle YIUBIISIOTCS, YTO Y KOTO-TO ObIBAET TOJIBKO
onHo. — Wnm te1 ipo Tutyn? Torpa s Kpeon, Coin Kpeona, Apxumar Ilsatoro YpoBus Marnueckoit
Axkanemuu [llectunecsatu 3uanuii, BepxosHeiii Mar Ypa, Honanra u Bapuiiona, O6aarenb Panyx-
Horo Ke3na Bnaneik, [Topadorurens [lymmy, Tes u Metxy, [Tobeaurtens Dckerunra u Tpex Benu-
KUX [IeMOHOB DHKY...

— Hy Ttak xak? — He Bpigepxkayia Jlyuc, xkenaBiasi TOJIBKO OJIHOTO — BEPHYThCS B MOCTENb. —
OH 4TO, caM He 3HaeT?

— [Moxoxe, y HUX TaMm He HocAT (haMUJIMIA. .. — HEJIOBKO Ipojienerana Banecca, pa3apakeHHO
noamurusas Kpeosy, Bce ere 3aunTbiBaomieMy cBoil TUTY/1. OHa yke Moxaena, 4yTo Cpocuia —
Mar SIBHO cOOpaJicsl EPeUrCIUTh BCe MaJIO-MaIbCKU 3HAYUTEIbHbIE MOMEHTHI CBOel Ouorpaduu. —
CoBceM auKapu. ..

— Ila yx, — paBHOy1IHO 3eBHYJa Jlync. — Hy j1aiHO, CIOKOMHON HOUYM, BpeMsI TIO3/IHEE. . .

— Ckopee, yxe paHHee. .. — mpoOopMoTaia Banecca, misizis, Kak 3a ee COCeJKOM 3aXJIOMbIBACTCS
nBepb. — boxke Moit, ouTH nATh yTpa!

Ona otBena Kpeona u npeanonoxutenbHo Xydakcuca K ce0e B CIIaJIBHIO M 3arepriach U3HYTPH.
JIKWHH TYT K€ TPUHSUT CBOM OOBIYHBIN pa3Mep M OOJIerYeHHO B310XHY/1. EMy He HpaBuioch ObITh
MaJIEHbKUM.

To ecTb ele MeHsblIIe, Y4eM OObIYHO.

B cnasphe ObuT0 TecHOBatoO. [lomyTopacnaibHasi KpoBaTh, HEOOJBIION TEIEBU30p, ABa MIKad-
YHKa, 3ePKAJIbHBIN CTOJIMK C MSATKUM Ta0ypeToM — BOT M BCsI MeOelTb.

Kpeosn TyT e GecriepeMOHHO ycelicsl Ha KpOBarTh.

— Tak, kpoBarh y Hac TOJIbKO OfHA... — HaYaja Banecca.

— A MHe ¥ HyXHa TOJIbKO OfiHa, — 00opBai ee Kpeon. — B yeMm zienno, xeHImHa, OOUIIILCS, YTO
s1 HE TIOMeITyCh?

— Hy 1o 0OHarmen, — mokayvania rojioBoit BoH. — A s1, mo-TBoemy, rie Oyay craTh?

— He 3Halo, Kak B BaltieM cymaciiejieM MUpe, a B MOe BpeMsi MECTO JKEHIIIHBI ObLIO Ha MO, —
XMBIKHYJI Kpeo.

— Tb1 MHE OpOCh 3TOT CBOH MEpBOOBITHBIN MOBUHI3M! — Hagyach Banecca.

B cnenyromnyio cekyH1y OHa 3aMEeTHJIa B I71a3aX Mara Becesible MICKOPKHM U HalyJlach eIlle CUJjlb-
Hee.

— XO035IMH HIyTUT, — YCIIOKOWJI ee JUKUHH. — Ha moiy crnaimm Tosibko paOblHH, @ CBOOO/IHBIE — B
KpOBaTsIX, KaK U MykuuHbl. MIHOrIa naxe BMecte ¢ HUMU. .. Hamek noHsTen?

— Momnyarts, pad, — ileHrBO Tipukaszai Kpeorr.

— Cpasy BUJHO, 4TO IOMOp Y Bac ThICSIYEJIETHEW JaBHOCTH, — CyXO 3aMeTiiia Banecca.

— A d4r0, X03uH? — He yHUMaics XyOakcuc. — [To-MoeMy, Mbl OTJIMYHO Pa3sMECTUMCsI BCE
BTPOEM. ...
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— Monyarts, pad!
— 310 5 gOKeH ObUT cKa3aTh! — Bo3myTwiics: Kpeort.
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I'nmaBa 3

— 51 mocrapaioch BepHYThCs OOBICTpee, — oobemmana Banecca. — Y Jlync Bropast cMeHa, oHa
yHJIET TOJIbKO B OIMHHA/IIATD, TaK 4TO cuauTe Tuine Mblmy. C Hell He pa3roBapuBaTrh — He Jlail 6or
JOraiaeTcs, KTO Thl TAKOM. XOTs 4TO 3TO 1, BbI )K€ BCE PABHO APYT Jpyra He nommere... Bee-taku
3psi THI OOYUMJT MEHsI STOMY BallleMy LIalTai-O00Ta, JIydine Obl YK caM aHIJIMACKUI BBIYYHIT. . .

— A 51 eMy TO ke caMoe rOBOpJI! — MOIIaKHY T XyOaKcHC.

— Monuars, pad, — NpuBBIYHO B3J0XHYJ Kpeon.

— Te6s 310 TOXE Kacaercs, murMeil KppuiaTeiii! Tonbko mokaxkuck Jlynuc Ha 11asa — s TBoe
JOCTOMHCTBO HOKHMIIaMU oTpexy! Ecii cMory OTbIcKaTh, KOHEUHO. ..

— BoH, a ThI Kyaa cobpaniach-T0? — C UHTEPECOM CHPOCHIJI JKUHH.

— C nmenamu pa3oOparbcs, HeyXKeJn HeMOoHATHO? MamHy 3a0path, 10 Mara3iHaM IpOWTHUCH,
B My3el 3aiiTu — onpaBarbest. [lymarto, mpobieM y MeHs u3-3a Bac Oyzer Kyuda... Keratu, Kpeoo, Tt
He Mor Obl OJJOJKUTh MHE CBOY 30JI0ThIE IIALIKM Ha JIeHeK ? MoxeT, Toraa OTO0NTaloCch Kak-HUOYb. . .

— Jla nmoxainyycra, — moaJ Iie4aMu Mar.

— IIpaBna? — npusAtTHO yauBHIach BoH.

— Koneuno. Tosnbko Thl B3aMeH OJOJDKHIIb MHE PyKy. Mmm Hory, BeiOupaii cama. [Totromy urto
s1 6e3 MHCTPYMEHTOB — YTO ThI O€3 PyKH.

— 51 TeGe yxe roBopuIa, UTO IIyTKH y TeOs1 IpeBHUE U HECMeEIITHbIe ? — rojikasna ryosl Banecca. —
JlagHo, nonpoOyio Tak 000iTUCE. .. CMOoTpUTE y MeHs !

JBepsb 3axionHynaack, 1 Kpeon ¢ Xybakcucom octanuch B KOMHATE OJTHH.

— Yem 3aiiMeMcs, XO35IMH? — IOUHTEPECOBAICA AKUHH.

— Hapo nogymars. .. CTONBKO J€J1, CTOJNBKO JEJI, aXKe HE 3HAI0, C Yero HavaTh. .. 3aKJIMHAHU-
SIMM 1 3apAIWIICA MOJTHOCTBIO. .. EcTh noka He xouy... [loxkanyi, npexae Bcero Hy:KHO nepenucarb
KHUTY Ha TieprameHT. Yepen — HeHaie:)KHOe MECTO, MOXKHO UTO-HUOYIb NOTepsTh. MIHTEpecHo, ecTh
JIM y 9TUX KEHIIVH NIEpraMeHT?

— Bpan ymm, xo3guH. [leprameHT — Belp 1oporas, OTKyAa OH y ITPOCTOJTIOANHOK ?

— Ha, TsI paB. .. — rpycTHO cortacuics Kpeou.

Xybakcuc moseTan Mo KOMHaTe, BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTpuBasi Kaxaylo mesoub. [lapy pa3 ero
3aHOCHUJIO BHYTPb CTE€H, ITIOTOM OH MpOJeTeNl CKBO3b JBEPLy IIKa(uuKa U TYT ke BblIeTe] 00paTHO,
BOCXUILEHHBIN JIOHENb3S1.

— X03511H, OTKPOH 3Ty ABEPb! — 3aBOIMII OH. — ThI Oy/IellIb POCTO CYACTIIUB, KJISIHYCh Beukum
Xanom!

Kpeon HenoBepunBO MPUOTKPBLIT JBEPLLY U €TI0 IV1a3a JEUCTBUTENBHO PaCIIMPUIACh OT BOCXH-
menus. Tam crosim kHuru. Kaur y Baneccsl ObUTo HE CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO, HO BCE K€ OHM 3aHUMAJIH
neiyio nonodky. B npesnem Illymepe Takoe KOJIMYECTBO MOKHO ObLJIO BCTPETUTH JIMIIb B JAOMax
oorayeil.

Ho He 310 Tak Bocxutnio Kpeosa — noqoOHbsIM BelllaM OH yxke He yauBisuics. Ero nopasuia
Oymara, U3 KOTOpO! KHUTH ObLIIM CEJIaHBI.

— Kakoii Gesnblil ¥ ragkuil mepraMeHT! — axHys1 OH, IPOBOAS PYKOH Mo JHMCTKY. — W Kakom
ToHKMI! Kak MHOTrO TpyJa Hy)KHO ObLJIO IPHJIOKUTb, YTOObl HAYEPTUTH CTOJIBKO OJMHAKOBBIX OYKB!
Ho ckonbko ke 31ech pyKOnMcen, CKOJIBKO B HUX MyApocTu!..

Bocropr mara noyTtux Obl, ecim Obl OH y3HAaJI, 4TO 32 MaJIbIM UCKJIIOUEHNEM BCe KHUTH Ha STOH
TOJIKE — JETEKTUBBI U JTI0OOBHBIE poMaHbl. HO OH He ymes uMTaTh MO-aHIJIMICKHU, a B €ro BpeMs
MIPOCTO HE CYILIECTBOBAJIO KHUT, HE HECYIIMX B cebe OoJiee Wil MeHee MoJIe3HON MH(OPMaIiy — KOra
KaXIbli 9K3eMIUISP MPUXOAUTCS MePeNrChiBaTh BPYUHYIO, & TO M BBIPE3aTh Ha INIMHSHBIX TaOJINYKaX,
pasBJIeKaTesIbHas JIATEpaTypa CTAHOBUTCS HEMTO3BOJIUTEILHOU POCKOLIBIO.

— X0341H, a MOCMOTPHU Ha 3TO! — yKa3aJl I)KMHH. — JTa COBCEM 4HCTas !
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Kpeosn GraroroeitHo B3si1 001110 TETpab, JEKAIIYIO B yroJKe. belm3Ha U 171a1KoCTh JIMCTOB
B OUEPEHON pa3 BOCXUTHUIIM €TO.

— Jlymaio, 3TO HE MpPOCTO MEPramMeHT... — 33AyMYMBO MOABITOXKUI OH. — DTOT Marepuasl
HACTOJIbKO JKC€ BBIIIE IMEPramMeHTa, HaCKOJIbKO MEPraMEeHT BbILIC INTIMHAHBIX IJIAT. Ho BE€b OTO O3HA-
YacT... YTO 4 MOr'y HE IIPOCTO HAIMUCATb HOBYIO KHUTY 3&KHHHaHHﬁ, HO U IMPOBECTU HAX Hen puTyal
Hernennocrtu!

— A mepraMeHT emy He MOAJAeTCsl, XO35IMH?

— K coxanenuo. .. [lepraMeHT MOMHUT, 4TO OH OBbUT YaCThIO JKUBOTHOTO, C HUM TaKoe He cjie-
naenib. [Tanupyc — neno npyroe, HO Ha manupyce mycTb TpPoi CBOIO KHUTY MUILET, — IPE3PUTEIBHO
doipkHyn Kpeon. — Hauny nipsiMo ceiiyac. BoicTpo, pad, Hailin MHe KajlaM ¥ YepHHJIA.

Xybakcuc TOCTyIITHO 3aMeJTbKaJl TI0 KOMHATe, He JiaBas cede Tpy/a oruoarh MpeaMeThl U po-
HOCSICh TIPSIMO CKBO3b HUX. OH JJake pUCKHYJ OOBICKATh CriajibHIO JIyHC, MOIMyTHO HE YCTOSIB Tiepet
WCKYIIIEHHEM Mapy pa3 MPOCKOJIb3HYTh CKBO3b OJESUIO, BBOJIIO HACMOTPEBIIMCH HA TO, YTO JIEKAJIO
T0/1 HUM.

Ho BepHyics oH HE ¢ yeM.

— IIpoctH, X0351MH, — COKPYLIEHHO pa3Besl OH pyKamH. — Sl HUrJe He OTBICKaJ HU TOro, HU
apyroro. BooOiie HI4ero rnoxoxero Ha MHCTPYMEHTHI 1J151 TIChMa.

N3BUHSAACH niepe XO35IMHOM, J)KUHH CMOTPEN NPSIMO Ha IIAPUKOBYIO PYUYKY, OTKPBITO JiekKa-
11yio Ha crone. Ho, pasymeercsi, eMy Jlaxe He IPUIILIO B TOJIOBY, YTO MOJOOHBIM MPEJMETOM MOKHO
nHcarh.

— Xasb, oueHs xanb. .. — B3g0xHY1 Kpeos. — UTo k, OTI0XKUM 3TO Ha MOTOM. A ceiluac, moxa-
JIyH, HaJIo cliesiaTh HEMHOTO 30J10Ta, YT00 OBLIO, Ha YTO XUTh. Pad, Haliiu MHEe YTO-HUOYIb MeTa-
myeckoe. He oueHb O0IbIoe, KOHEUHO.

— D10 nozoiAeT, X035UH? — XyOaKcHc TIOKa3al eMy MOJUIeHCKUI 3HAYO0K, KOTOphIi BaHecca
HEOCMOTPUTEBHO 3a0bUIa Ha CTOJHKE.

— YyscTBylo npucytcTBue MHaHHBL. .. 3HAUUT, 310 Meapb. [lopoiiner. Pazorpesail kapoBHIO.

— He 3Haio, X035MH, — 3aCOMHEBaJICA JKUHH, — 3Ta IITy4YKa MOX0Xa Ha amyser. Moxer, He
cTout?

— He roBopwu riymnocreit, pad, — ¢oipkayn Kpeon. — B aToM npenmere HeT HU Karuld Marvu.
Ecnm 310 1 amyrner, To coBEpIIIEHHO OecoNe3HbI.

— 4 Bort TYT IoAyMaJi, XO34HuH. .. Tor C€IIC HAU B YEM 3[1€Ch HE MIOYYBCTBOBAJI Maruu. ..

— IIponomxkait CBOIO MBICIIb, — 32 [yMUMBO MOCKPeO MOAOOPOIOK Mar.

—Moxert 6I>ITL, Halllr ITIOTOMKHW HAYYUJIUCh IPUMCHSATDb MAarvio Tak, 4YTO €€ HEBO3MOKHO ITOYYB-
CTBOBATh?

Kpeon kperko 3agymascs. ['unoresa Oblia MHTEPECHOW, HO MAJIOTPABAONIOAOOHO.

— Her, — pemmrtesibHO TpsIXHY rojoBod OH. — [TOMTHOCTBIO UCTPEOUTH CiIe/ibl Mary HEBO3-
MO’HO, 3TO JIoKa3aJ eie Benukuid Ap-Hyu. MokHO ciipstarh, 3aMacKMpoBaTh, HO MPY TIIATEIbHOM
paccCMOTPEHUM OHO BCE PABHO MPOSBUTCA. A JaXke €CJIM 3TO U aMyJIeT — OH HE UCTIOPTUTCS OT TOTO,
YTO CTAHET 30JI0THIM. B 30710Te Maruu Oosibllie, 4YeM B Me/iv, OT ITOIO OH CTAHET TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE.

— A Bellb THI ITPaB, XO341H, — YCIIOKOWICS JIKWUHH.

— Eme 6w1! Tak rae Tam sxapoBHs?

— Ceituac Bce OyfieT roTOBO, XO351H!

[TpousBonuTEM KyXOHHBIX IUTUT OTAATM OBl MOJKU3HU 32 CEKPET TOM kapoBHU. JlocTaTroyHo
OBLJIO ITPOBECTU PYKOM ¥ cKa3aTh «[ opu!», 4TOOBI B HEH BCIIBLIXHYJIO TIaMs1, He TpeOyioliee HUKaKoro
torummBa. Ero MoxxHO 6I)IJIO YBEJIMYUTD WM YMEHBIINUTL TOYHO TaK K€ — IBUKCHUEM PYKHU.

Kpeosn Hanun B BommmeOHyo yairy Bojbl U3 rpadyHa ¥ MOBECHJI €€ Ha CIIEMaIbHO TIpU/IeIaH-
HBI KPIOYOK B BEPXHEH YacTu skapoBHHU. K yariie Tak:ke mpuiiaraiach crieliuaibHast ajouka, ee Mar
BpPYYMJI [UKWHHY C MPUKA30M PUTMUYHO MEUIATh 3aKUMAIOLIYIO BOLY.

34



A. B. PynazoB. «Apxumar»

[Nonuneiickuii 3HAYOK MOTPY3WIICS B KUIATOK, Kpeosn HakJIOHWIICS K TOBEpXHOCTH Yallld U
Hayay OopmoTath Brioironoca. Putyan Tpancmyraimun MeTayioB He TpeOOBaJl KAKMX-TO OCOOBIX
BEIIIECTB, 3aTO TpeOOBaT MaKCUMAJILHOW COCPEIOTOYEHHOCTH M MPOIOTKUTENIBHOTO YTEHUS 3aKJIU-
HaHWM.

HyxHO o4eHb noiro yOexmarh Iyxa MeTajula, HACKOJIbKO JIydlle eMy OyAeT B M3MEHEHHOM
cocrostHun. Y Kpeona 3To mosy4anoch TOJIbKO ¢ HEOONBIIUMH TIPeIMEeTaMu, U KaK/IbIA pa3 OH ycTa-
BaJI TaK, CJIOBHO TAIIWJI TEJIETy BMECTO OHarpa.

VB, Marusi Tpancdopmarun He OblIa €ro CHJIBHOM CTOPOHOM.

TeMm He MeHee, yepe3 ecsITh MUHYT OOPMOTaHMsI 3HAUOK Haval xenreTsb. Ere uepes cTobko
K€ OH MOKEJTEN MOJTHOCTBIO.

Menp npeBpaTiiiach B 30J10TO.

Kpeosn 3akatan pykaB 1 gocTaj 3HAYOK U3 KUTIATKA. B nmpepIayIeit sk i3H1 Mar He pUCKHYIT Obl
npojesaTh Takoe 0e3 KOJIIOBCKOM 3alllUThl, HO cefiuac OH HUYEero He movyyBcTBoBal. Ilocie Bockpe-
IIEHH S TTPOIIUIO eIlle CJMIITKOM MaJjio BpEeMeHH, 1 OOJbIas YacTh ero Tejia MO-TMPeKHEMY OCTaBasIach
MOJTyMEPTBOM.

— O4eHb KpacuBO, XO351H, — CKa3ayl XyOaKcuc.

— Pasymeercs, — nepesen apixanue Kpeos. — Ioxanyii, OTI0XHY HEMHOTO, YCTall s YTO-TO. ..

OH yrniercst Ha KpoBaTh, a XyOaKCUC, TaKKe MPUTOMUBIIHIACS, MTPUCENT Ha MYJIbT TeJIeBU30pa.
KoHeuHo, OH He 3HaJI, 4TO 3TO MYJIBT, TPOCTO BHIOpA OMMKaiimii ynoOHsIN npeaMeT. Kporeunslit
IKVHH BECHJI 4yTh OOJIbIlie OOBIYHON MBIIIN, HO [Tl HAKaTHsI KHOTIKHM STOTO XBATUIIO.

— O! — HeBonbHO NpUMIOAHSIICS Kpeost npu Bujie 3aropeBIlerocsi KpaHa.

— Vx Th! — cornacuiicst ¢ HUM XyOaKcuc.

— Marnueckoe 3epkajnio! — BbIIOXHY Mar. — 1 3T0 y OObIYHOM KEeHIIMHBI, Aaxke He apucTo-
kparku!.. Mup cornen ¢ yma!

[o kanamy, cy4aiiHO BKJIIOUEHHOMY XyOaKCHUCOM, MOKa3bIBaIN KAKOE-TO TOK-II0Y. 3a CTOJIOM
CHUENU JBOE CEPbe3HBIX MYKYMH B CTPOTMX KOCTIOMax M BEJM HEMOHSTHBIN, HO, €3 COMHEHUs,
OYeHb YMHBIN pa3roBop. Kpeos cHauaia cMOTpeIT ¢ MHTEPECOM, HO eMy OBICTPO HACKYYHMJIO.

— 3M, 3epKajio! — OKJIMKHYJI OH TesieBU30p. — [lokaxu MHe xeHIuHy 1o umenu Banecca!

TeneBu30p nMouemMy-To He NOCTyHIaJIC.

— ThI criplmano Moy mpuKas, 3epkasio? — ynuBuics Mar. — FiMenem Bcex GOroB — BBITIOJHSTH !

— He BoinonHsieT, X0351H, — 3aMeTHI1 XyOaKCHC MOCe HECKOIBKUX MUHYT OKUIAHUS.

— Cam Buxy, — orpeisHyJicsi Kpeos.

— Moxert ObITh, OHO HE TIOHUMAET HAIIl SI3bIK ? — MPEATIOIOKII [HKUHH.

— MoxeT OBITh. .. — OIKAJI TyOBI Mar. — A MOXeT ObITb, CIIYIIAETCS TOJIBKO XO35UKy. Moe, 1o
KpaifHeil Mepe, CITyIIanoch TONbKO MeHs... Jla, Hano Oyner caenaTb HOBOE, MPUTOMTCS.

— A cTouT 1, XO35IMH? — MeYaabHO B3JOXHYT XyOakcuc. — B 3TOM Mupe Kyjaa HU TUTIOHb —
Maru4eckue 3epKasa.

— Bce paBHO Most marus cusnbHee! — ppipkHYT Kpeoin. — [TomHuUIIb, Kakoe U0 ObUIO Y 3TOM
JKEHILMHBI, KOIZIa OHA yBHJIEJIa IeMOHa?

[pomnwio emie yeTBepTh yaca. MyKUrHBI Ha SKpaHe MpoAokam 6ecenoBath. Kpeon ¢ Xybak-
CHCOM BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIIAJIH.

— Bcee-Taku, 0 yem oHu roBopst? — 3a1yMunBo rpousHec Kpeon. — M kTo onn BooO1ie Takue?

— XO035IMH, a MOXET, 3epKaJioM YIpaBJiseT BOT 3Ta MTyKa? — Mpeanoyiiokun XyOakcuc,
JOBOJIBHO JOJITO NEPE 3TUM U3ydaBIIMi MyJbT. — OHO 3aropenock, KOrja sl Ha Hero cel.

— Ha?.. Hy-ka, naii-ka ero cioja. ..

— IIpoctH, X035MH, HE MOTY, OHA CITUIIKOM TSIKeJasi, — MPOMBIXTEN J)KUHH, TIIETHO TMBITAsICh
MPUTIOTHSATD MYJIBT.

Kpeon nponnyeckn nocMoTpest Ha Hero, MpUILIEIKHYI NaIbLIAMU U IyJIbT CaM MPOIUIbLIT K HEMY
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TenexknHe3 — OIMH U3 CaMbIX MTPOCTHIX BUIOB Maruu. Kpeon HUKOra He OTIMJasicsi OCOOBIMU
B HEM TaJIaHTaMH, HO ¥ OH MOT TIOJHSTh B BO3[yX JO COTHM MaJleHbKHX NpenmeroB. Vinm necsarok
noOosbie. Vi oquH oueHb O0JTbINoN, pa3MepoM ¢ oM. [a, mpu atom Kpeon pocen Ob1 OT Harmpsi-
’KEHHUsI, HO OH 9TO MOT.

W Ha moarotoBKy 31eck BpeMeHH He TpedoBaiock. s tenekunesa Kpeomy gocratouHo 610
CHeJIaTh KeCT, HAIPABUB K OOBEKTY MOTOK MaHBI.

— MHTepecHo. .. — IOBepTeNI OH B pyKax HE3HAKOMBIN IpeameT. — Kakue-To CUMBOJIBI, TUKTO-
rpaMMBl. .. BOT TOBKO 4TO OHM O3HAYAOT?

— [Toripobyit HaxkaTh HA KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib, XO35MH, — TOCOBETOBAJ KHHH.

Kpeos cocpenoToyeHHO HaMOPIIKII JIOO ¥ OYeHb AKKYPATHO HAaJaBWII HA OHY U3 KHOMOK. DTO
OKazajach KHOIKa «sleep». Ha akpaHe 3axriack Haaqmuch «10», HO GoJbIIie HUYEero He MPOU30ILIO.

— IMonpoOy¥i 1pyryo, X031H, — MPEATIOKUT XyOaKCHC.

Mar HeyBepeHHO MOBO/III NAJIBLIEM HaJl KHOTIKAaMH M BHIOpasl KHOTIKY «4». M300paskeHune Ha
9KpaHe CMEHWJIOCh — TeTeph TeJIEBU30P MOKa3bIBaI Oerynux mo aopoxke I'ypu ¢ [JoHambaom.

— A, xuBble KapTuHKHU! — oOpamoBaiicss Kpeon. — Korga umneparop Jlyrais6anaa Obl ere
MaJICHbKUM, sl YCTPauBaJl AJIsl HEr0 HeUuTO MOI00HOE. .. AypHasi Marus, HO 3a0aBHasl.

— NntepecHbie cymectsa, xo3suH. [loxoxu Ha Tora u Unmy, Tebe He Kaxercs?

— B camom pene... — npunrypusics Kpeon. — Xpamoas cimyx06a, JOMKHO ObITh. VIHTEpecHO,
Ta-Kemer Bce eitie cyiiecTByer?..

MynbTAIIKYA HE CIMIIKOM 3auHTepecoBain Mara. OH He BU/IEJT CMbICIA I71a3eTh Ha HAPUCOBAH-
HbIe KEM-TO KapTHUHKH, IyCTh U OXUBIIHE. To, YTO OHM M300paskaioT O0roB (BO BCSIKOM ciydae, Tak
OH CYMTAJT), TAK’KE OCTABHUJIO €T0 paBHOAYIIHBIM. Kpeos ruieBath XoTes Ha BceX 3TUX 3BEPOrOJIOBBIX
6osxecTB (papaonoB. [I03TOMy OH CHOBa MEPEKITIOUMIT KaHaJI, Ha’KaB KHOITKY TI0 COCE/ICTBY.

[To maToMy kanasy 1ien puiibM yxacoB. «OHo», o pomaHy CtuBena Kunra.

— CMOTpH, XO35IMH, IIYT, — XMBIKHYJT XyOaKcuc, Tis/s Ha KPUBJISIOIErocs KJIOyHa.

— D710 He myt! — axHyn Kpeosn. [leHHMBai3 Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OOHAXUJI UyTOBUIITHbBIC
KJIBIKA. — DTO AeMOH B oOnnube myTta! MHTEpecHo, rae 31o mpoucxoaut? Hazmerock, He CUIIKOM
OM3KO, A elle He TOTOB CHOBA Cpakarthbes... [1ie Tam Mos tierb?!

— XO0351H, a BAPYT 3TOT JIeMOH OOHApYXHUT, YTO MBI 32 HUM HaOJoaeM, u siBUTCs cioga?! —
YXKACHYJICS JUKUHH.

— M-na, 51, KOHEUHO, CMOTY C HUM CIIPaBUTHCA. .. HO. .. sl YTO-TO YCTaJl... — cornacuics Kpeon
Y TIEPEKJTIOUMIT KaHaJ.

ITo mecroii nporpamme 1iesn Kakoi-To (paHTe3u-cepuai. Kak pas B 3TOT MOMEHT TaM MOKa3bl-
BaJIM Mara, YuTaolero 3akiuHanue. Ctapuk B OaJaxOHe CTOSsUI Ha BEpIIMHE TOpPBI, AyJ1 yparaH, 13
Ty HaJ| €r0 roJIoBOW OWJIM MOJIHHUM. . .

— Bot Buaums! — pacrbuics B yneiOke Kpeon. — 4 ke roBopuii, 4YTo Mard eIie OCTalIucCh!
Ho 5o yero xe oH OecriedeH — MO3BOIMI YBUIETh ceOs1 B MarndeckoM 3epkasie! Jla erie B MOMEHT
kosimoBerBa! KeraTi, MHE HE3HAKOMO 9TO 3aK/JIMHAHUE. .. Pa0, 3anomuHai ero!

— Kak s ero 3anomHio, Xo31MH? — TOCKJIMBO pa3Besl pyKamMH UKUHH. — §] ke He MOHMMAl0 HU
cyosa!

— UpeBo Tuamar. .. cpouHO HyKHO OOyuUThCS UX s13bIKY! Pad, KTO ellie u3 IeMOHOB yMeeT 9TO
Jenarh?

— He nmomH10, X035MH. .. Arapec, KaxeTcs. . .

— Cozpnait MHe nieyath Arapeca! XoTs JiajiHO, ellie ycreeM... — B3AoxHy1 Kpeo, mockosabKy
CepUaIbHBIN KOJIAYH MCYe3 C 9KpaHa, U ero CMeHmIa pekiama. — OOHapYKUI-TaKkH, 1eJOBaIbHUK
asrymiek. .. Hy Havero, s ero eie Haiiy, Jail TOJbKO CIEJIaTh CBOE 3epKaJo. . .

— A 3T0 elrie YTo Takoe, XO35IMH? — yIUBHIICS XyOaKcuc, TIsiis, Kak B TEJIEBU30pe pa3roBapu-
BAIOT J]BE 3yOHbIE IETKH.
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— Hagepnoe, ToT mar yto-TO HanoptuJ, — goragaincs Kpeon. — £, momHIo, Toke, KOrga KTo-1o
TIBITAJICS TIOATIISIETh 32 MHOM, TTOKA3bIBAJI IBYX CMapUBaIOIIUXcs Biiel. CMeNIHO ObUIO. .. — XUXHK-
HYJI Mar.

— I ToXe MOMHIO, XO35IUH, — IOI000CTPACTHO YJIBIOHYJICS IKUHH. — MOXET, TOrja MoCMOTPUM
erre YTo-HuOyIh?

Kpeon Haxan cienyonyio KHOIKY ¥ IoNaJl Ha My3bIKaJIbHbIN KJUIl. BOT 910 emy cpa3y noHpa-
BUJIOCH. JIBE AEBYIIKM OTIUISICHIBAIM B OKPYKEHUM MYCKYJIMCTBIX MapHEN, OJHOBPEMEHHO IOpaHs
Kakyio-To necHio. Cino Kpeoi, ectecTBEHHO, HEe MOHSI, HO €My XBAaTHJIO U TOTO, YTO U3 OfIEXK /bl Ha
HUX ObLT CAaMBIi MUHAMYM.

— CMmoTpu, XO35IH, OJATUCKH! — MOXOTIIMBO OOJM3HYJICS JIKUHH.

— Momuars, pad, s cam Buky! — ormaxHyicss Kpeon. — Kakue, oqHako, MHTepeCHbIe Belld
MOKa3bIBAET ITO 3€PKaIo!

W B 3TOT MOMEHT A€CATh MUHYT UCTEKJIU, Y TEJIEBU30P BHIKJIIOUMJIICS.

— DM, 4TO TaKkoe, BEepHU Ha3a/l! — 3aBOMUI OOMaHYTHIH B JTyYIIINX IyBCTBaX XyOaKCHC.

— Momnyats, pa6! — psaBknyn Kpeon. — HaBepHoe, 3aknrHanue ucyepnanocsk. Het, Moe 3epkaio
ObLJIO JIy4IIle — M0 HEMY MOXHO OBUIO XOTh LEJIBIi I€Hb CMOTPETb.

— Jla, TONBKO TaKMX MHTEPECHBIX BEILEN OHO HE MOKA3bIBAJIO. .. — KUCJIO POU3HEC IKUHH.

— 3aTo OHO CITyHIaJoCh PUKa30B!

Banecca BepHyach oMol B IpUNIOTHATOM HacTpoeHuu. Eil ynanoch BEpHYTbCS B My3ei J10
MIPOBEPKH, U €e OTCYTCTBUE OCTAIOCh He3aMedeHHbIM. [Iponaky SKCIoHaThl Toke TIOKa He 0OHapy-
KUJIM — JEMOH AH/IPOMAINYC MU3BJIEK MX MPSIMO CKBO3b BUTPUHY, HE NOTPEBOXUB CUTHAIM3ALIH.
Kamepa B ToM nomerniennu He padotana — MHCTpyMeHThl Kpeona He BXOIWIN B 9KCIO3UIIMIO, BaJIs-
SICh B 3aIlaCHUKAX.

BesyciioBHO, yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMs ponaxy oOHapyXkar, HO yxke He B cMeHy Baneccol. OHa
3a0exkasa B apXuB, MPOIJIs/ea COMPOBOAUTENbHbIE JOKYMEHTHI, ¥ C YIMBJIEHUEM y3HAJIa, YTO 3TH
IIYMEPCKUE COKPOBUIIA — «C BBICOKON BEPOSITHOCTHIO, (pasibcudukanusi». ViccnenoBaBimi ux J0K-
TOp P3OBOIIT 3as0BUJT, UTO Y APEBHUX IIYMEPOB MOJOOHBIX U3EHUIA He ObLIO. A XMMUYECKUI aHAIN3
MOKa3aJ, YTo 3TO Jaxke He 30JI0TO, a CIuiaB Oosee Jierkux MetawioB. Ckopee Bcero, Mefib ¢ HeycTa-
HOBJICHHBIMH ITPUMECSIMHU.

Eme noBonbHasi Banecca 3a0paia MammHy co CTOSIHKHM, MTpoOekaiach Mo Mara3uHam, KyIHB
KO€-KaKue HyXXHbIe BEIllY U [TapOYKy HEHYKHbIX, U 3alllla B ar€HTCTBO 10 MPOJake HEJABUKUMOCTH.
KoneuHo, oHa He Moria cebe MO3BOJMUTh KYNHUTh JIOM WM JaXe B3ATh B apeHAY Ha JJIMTEbHBII
CPOK, HO Koe-Kakue cOepexeHus y Hee Obuid. Ha Tpu-ueTbipe mMecsiiia XBaTuT, a oToM... BaHecca
PacCUMTBIBANIA, YTO MOTOM O JIEHbrax 3a00TUTHCS HE TPUIETCS.

— Ilpuser, HeaHaepTaibLpl! — Brosrosoca nozaoposaiack Banecca. Bronronoca, moromy urto
He xotena pa3oyauts Jlyuc. — Kak nena?

Banecca ycriena nepeoeTbcsl, M Telepb KpacoBaslach B U3SIIHOM JIKMHCOBOM KOcTioMe. B cBo-
60HOE BpeMsi OHa HOCHJIa UMEHHO €ro.

— MHe HyXHBI KaJlaM ¥ YepHUJIa, — TYT ke noTpedosan Kpeon. — Beictpo!

— A moBesxMBee Henb3s? — oduaenack Bon. — YepHua. .. 3adem TeOe?.. A 4TO Takoe Kajiam?..

— TpOCTHUKOBBIN CTEp:KEHb, HEBEkK 1A, — CHUCXOAUTENIbHO oTBeTHI Kpeon. — Hy miu ntuuse
niepo. YToOsl mucarsb.

— Ilucarp?.. A BOT ke pyuKa JIEXKHUT, YTO, HE 3aMETU?

— DTUM MOKHO NMcaTh? — yAUBUIICS Mar, B3sB YKa3aHHbIA IPeAMET. — Y MeHsI HET BOCKa.

— A npuuem TyT BOCK? — B CBOIO ouepelb yauBmiIach Banecca.

— Ho 310 )¢ ctunoc? — yrounun Kpeon. — Takumu nuntyT Tobko Ha Bocke. Vin Ha MSITKOR
IJIUHE. ..
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Banecca 3a11BHCTO paccmesiiack, ogyMaB, KaKOH e BCe-TaKy CMEIITHOU STOT JIBICHIN KOJIIYH.
OHa cHslJ1a KOJMayvoK Y MoKas3asia, Kak MMy T aBropydkoil. Bun y Kpeosa npu atom ctan HeBeposiTHO
3a0aBHBI.

Ho Tyt BoH yBHJ€e1a MOMMIIEHCKUI 3HAYOK, U 320ABHO BHITJISZIET CTalla yXKe OHa cama.

— Yro BHI cA€NIAJIA C MOMM 3HAYKOM?! — B yKace BO30IMJIa OHA. — 3a4eM Bbl ero nokpacuiu?!

— Jla HUYEeM MBI ero He Kpacuiu, — oTMaxHyscs Kpeod, panysack HoBoil urpyuike. — S mpocto
MIpeBpaTUII €ro B 30J10TO.

— B 3o05010?.. — nponenerana Banecca, B3BemmBas B pyke xkeToH. OH JEMCTBUTENIBHO CTall
HaMmHoro Tskenee. — Ho kak?!

— Thl erie He OHSTIA, YTO MOM XO3MH BEJIMKUN Mar? — yXMbUTbHYJICST XyOaKcuc.

— Mornoger, pad, XBautio, — paccestHHO KuBHYJ Kpeoit. — A Tebe uTo, IelCTBUTETLHO ObLIT HYKEeH
3TOT amyJieT?..

— 310 He amysieT! ITO... M-M-M, B BallleM sI3bIKe HET TaKOro CJIOoBa. ..

Banecca npencraBuiia, KakMMU IJIa3aMH [TOCMOTPST HAa HEE B YYaCTKe, €CJIM OHA 3asBUTCH C
30JI0THIM 3HAUYKOM Ha Tpyau. [a yx, Takoro eie He ObBaJIO. .. XOTsI MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO MOTEpsia,
a 9TOT MEePEeIUIaBUTh U IPOJATh. ..

BoH npukuHya, CKOJIBKO MOKET CTOMTh TAKOM Kycodek 3oi0Ta. CyMMa BhIIILIA I0BOJIBHO MTPU-
JIMYHAas1, U OHA PEIINJIa He CIMIIKOM cepauThes Ha Kpeoia.

— Ecnu xouems, st Mory czienath Bee, Kak ObUTO, — HEOXOTHO TPEJIOKUI Mar.

— JlanHo, He Hano, — yemexHyJach Banecca. — KcraTu, XOpolio, 4To TBOM MHCTPYMEHTBI BCETO
JIMIIb TIO30JI0YEHHBIE, & TO Y MEHsI MOIJIUA Obl OBITh HENIPUSTHOCTH.

— Yr0?! — Bo3myTwiics mar. — Jla 0 4yem Thl TOBOpUIIIb, KeHIMHA?! Bece MOM MHCTPYMEHTBI
crenanbl U3 yMcreniero 3oiota! Hu karm npumeceit! Hactosiiee 3010T0 M caMOIBETHI — 51 HE
KaKOW-TO 3HaXaph, YTOOBI UCTIOIB30BATH MOAIEIKH !

— On, na nagHo! — wipkHyaa BoH, B3BemMBas B pyke Marnueckylo vairy. — OHa ke Jierkas,
Kak Oyaro u3 nepesa!

— AX BOT TBI O 4eM. .. — paciuibljics B yibiOke Kpeos. — [ynas nukapka, Tbl onsiTh 3a0bU1a, 4TO
s mar! TIpencraBb cebe, Kak TskesI0 ObUIO OBl TaCKaTh 3Ty MAJKy, Oy/b OHA U3 30710Ta. — OH JIeTKo
B3MAaxHYJI JKe3JI0M, IEMOHCTPUPYS CBOIO ITPABOTY.

— A 1 0 yeM roopio? — HaxmMypuJiach Banecca, mporycTUB MUMO yIIEH «IIIYIYI0 TUKAPKY».

— Her, Tbl HeNpaBUJIBHO MOHSIA. .. TO €CThb, 3TO 1 HETOUYHO BbIpasuics. KoHeuHo, xe31 u Bce
OCTaJIbHOE U3 30JI0Ta, HO HaJ HUMU IpoBeneH putyan Ooneruenus. [Ipocreiiiee neno — npeamer
CTAHOBUTCSI B HECKOJIBKO pa3 Jierye, He Tepsisi HUKAKUX JIPYruX KayecTB.

— Bor kak... — coobpasmia HakoHelr BoH. — Jla, 10 Takoro nqoktop PagBon Bpsi v Mor 1oiy-
Martbcsl. .. Ho kak 310 BOOOIIIe BO3MOKHO?

— TpynHo 00bsicHUTB, — oMopIuIcss Kpeon. — DTo Kak-To CBA3aHO C TeMH KpPOIIEYHBIMU
[1apuKaMH, U3 KOTOPBIX COCTOUT BCE CYIIEE. . .

— Mornekynbi?.. B Baiie Bpems yxke 3HaJIM 0 MoJiekynax? — ynuBuiack Banecca. IkonbHbIT
Kypc (pU3HMKM OHa ellie He TIOJTHOCTHIO 3a0bUTa.

— Teneppb ux Tak HaszpiBaT?.. Hy, Maru o HUX Bcerja 3Hajiu, a Kak xe. ..

— A MbI 3acTaBuiIM paboTaTh TBOE Marmueckoe 3epKajio! — moxpacrascs XyOakcuc.

— Kakoe emie marnueckoe 3epkaio? — He oHsijla Banecca, orisipiBasich Ha 3epKaJiblie Ha CTEHE.
Hwuuero marudyeckoro B HeM sIBHO He ObLIIO.

— Bort 3710, — NOSICHWIT I)KUHH, yCaKMBAsICh HA TeJIEBU30P. — MBI TaM CTOJIbKO BCETO YBUJIEINU. . .
MIOKA Yapbl HE UCCSAKIIH. . .

— AX, 310 3epkano! — paccMestiack BoH. — U uTo ke BBl TaM yBUJEH?

— Chavana xuBylo KapTMHKY ¢ Torom u MHmy, — mycTuicss nepeuucisrs AxkuHH. — [lotom
nemoHa-mryTa. JKyTkas TBapb. Ho Tl He Go¥icsi, OH HAaC He 3aceK... AyMalo.
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— A eciM U 3aceK, 1 ¢ HUM JIETKO CIPaBIIOCh, — BCTpsl Kpeon. — 4 ykporasi Takux JeMOHOB,
10 CPAaBHEHUIO C KOTOPBHIMHU 3TOT — MPOCTO MEJIKUH Oec.

— U emme MBI BUAEIM APYroro mMara, — HOCTIEIIHII COOOIMTH JUKUHH. — HO BOT OH Kak pa3 Hac
3aceK ¥ 3aryou u3oopaxkeHue. [IoToM Mbl CMOTpEITH TaHIIbl OJATMCOK, HO TYT KaK pa3 3aKJIMHAHUE
UCYEPIaNOCh. . .

— IousTHO. .. — ynpIOHYIach Banecca, ragas, 4to ke 9TH JIBO€ BUIEIH B TeieBusope. M KTo
TaKue, YepT BO3bMHU, 3TH OJATIMCKU? — A OOJIbIIe BBl HUYETO He BUAEN?

— He ycnenu, — B3noxuyn Kpeoit. — Tbl Moxerb nokaszath MHe BaBuion? Xouy yBuaeTs, ocra-
JIOCh JIX OT HETO YTO-HUOYIb. . .

— Ilonnmaerip, 3TO HE COBCEM TAKOE 3€pKaJjlo, Kak Thl HOLyMall... — 3aMsiach BoH, ragas, kak
OOBSICHUTD TOW )KUBOW OKAMEHEJIOCTH, YTO TaKOe TeJIeBUICHHE. — DTO padOTaeT MPUMEPHO TakK. ..

OOmpsicHeHre 3aH5JI0 BCero napy MUHyT. Kpeo He ObuT ypakoM, U JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO ypa3yme
CYTb.

— Tak 310 YTO-TO BpOAE MPEACTABJICHUS, TOJIBKO HA PACCTOSSHUM? — Movyecasl 3aThlIOK OH. —
MOXHO yBUIETb TOJBKO TO, YTO MOKA3bIBAET CaMO 3€pKaJIo?

— ThI Bce MpaBWIILHO NOHSL, — KUBHYJIa BOH.

— A 9to-HHOYAb HACTOSIIIIEE OHO TIOKA3bIBAET? — YTOUHUJI Mar.

— Hy, no Hemy uayT HOBOCTU, JOKYMEHTaJbHbIE (DUJIbMBI, PEATIUTHU-ILIOY... — EPEUUCINIA
Banecca. — Tam 1oka3bIBaloT HACTOSIIME BEILU. .. XOTsI TOKE 3apaHee CHATbIE, KOHEUHO. .. HO MHOT/IA
U B ripssMoM 3¢upe!

— Her, mMoe 3epkao Bce paBHO ObUIO Jyuile, — ¢pripkHyT Kpeosn. — OHO mokasbiBajo To, 4To
XO0uy 5, @ HE TO, YTO COM3BOJISIO NIOKA3AaTh.

— Huckomnbko B 3TOM HE COMHEBAIOCh, — COrJIacuiach BoH.

3atem oHa npoieMoHcTprpoBaia Kpeony koe-kakue nokynku. OHa mpuoOpesna eMy KOMIUIEKT
HIDKHEro OeJbsi, IBE Mapbl HOCKOB, pyOaIlKy M MPEBOCXOAHBIN PKUHCOBBIN KOCTIOM, TIOYTH TaKOM
ke, KaK y Hee CaMoil.

Be3 Bcakoii mpuunHbl, Ipocto BaHecce HpaBUiIach Takast Oek/aa.

Mar oGnaumicst B pyOaIiky ¢ JKHHCAMH M Cpasy CTaj BHIISAAETh Topaso jyure. Ppak Bce-
TaKu CMOTpeJICSl Ha HeM yxkacHo Hejeno. Tydunu noka octaBuiaM npexkHue — ux Banecca pemna
BBIOpATH TMO3KeE, yKe ¢ yuactreM camoro Kpeona.

— CrpaHHas TKaHb, — IOTPOHYJICS OH JIO pyKaBa. — B Moe BpeMsi U3 Takoy Jieanyu MEIKH.

— [IpaBuibHO, IKUHCHL U AE1AIOT U3 MELIKOBUHBI. .. WIW MAPYCHUHBI, — CJIeTKa 3aCOMHEBAJIach
Banecca. — He nepexuBaii — 310 ceiiyac camblii K. Ere s Tede Kynuia KypTKy U HOCKH. .. TOTOM
npumepnib. Tebe caMoMy-To HpaBUTCS ?

— MHe HpaBUTCS, XO35IUH, — TOJAJT PEIUIMKY JUKUHH. — TOJIBbKO elle NuIAna HyKHa.

— Insana? — ynuBunack BoH. — 3auem tebe nuismna?

— Kakoii ke mar 6e3 nuismbi? — moxait redamu Kpeosn. — Ho nutsimy s Oyny BeIOMpaTh cam —
HE YBEpEeH, YTO Thl KYMHUIIIb TO, YTO HYXHO.

— Kak ckaxeus. .. — pa3Bena pykamu BoH.

Mar 3a1ymuyMBO MOCMOTpEJICS B 3€pKajio. B npuHuuIe, 3penuine eMy MoHpaBuiIoch. TOMbKO
BOT... OH IIPOBEJI PYKOU IO JILICUHE U HEIOBOJILHO (DBIPKHYII.

— B niporuioit sku3HM y MeHs1 ObUIM TIpeK pacHeHIe BoJIOock B BaBuiioHe, — MpauHO COOOIIHIT
oH. — Toraa TIemmBOCTh CYUTAIIACH TPOKJISITHEM OOTOB. . .

— Hy, ¢ 3Tum HUUero He nojenaeisb. .. — MNOMNbITANACh YTEIIUTh ero Banecca, ¢ yxkacoMm npen-
CTaBMB ceOsl Ha ero MecTe.

— [louemy? — xmbIKHY Mar. — Eciim joctaHenis MHE HEMHOTO €Jiesl, pO3MapHMHOBOIO MacJa,
cre0elTb THICSAUYETMCTHUKA, TIapy JIUCThEB Ay0a, OyTOH TBO3IUKHU U JECATOK KOIIAYbUX BOJOCKOB, I
3a JecATh MUHYT CBapIO BEJMKOJIEITHOE 3€JIbe [UIs1 pallieHus Bosoc. Beero yepes napy yacoB y MeHs
OyIyT Takue ke BOJIOCHI, Kak y TeOs. 1 naxe eie anvHHee.
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— Kpyto! — Bocxutmiiace Banecca. — Tl B caMoM Jiesie MOxellb Takoe?

— A TbI ellie cOMHeBaelbesi? — (PBIPKHYJT Mar.

— PasBe y Bac mienmBbie He 0OpaIanTCcs K Mary, YToObl BHIPACTUTH HOBBIE BOJIOCHI? — TIOMH-
TepecoBajicss XyOakcuc.

— Kak ckazatp... — 3amsiiack Banecca. — Haim maru Takoro He ymeroT. .. 4epr, Jia cedvac u
MAaroB-TO NOYTH He ocTayiock! OAHM MIapJIaTaHsl. . .

— Pasymeercs, mocne moeit cmeptu Bee mosietesio Heprany B 3agHuIly, — pacTsHyl ryObl B
ynbiOke Kpeos. — Tak kak HacyeT Toro, 4To s POCHJI?

—9-3-3, MOXET, MOI0KJIEM C STHM, [TOKA Thl HE TIEPECENUIIILCS B JPYTroi oM ? — poOKO MOIpo-
cuna Banecca. — §I He yBepena, uto Jlywc anekBaTHO oTpearupyer, eciau y TeOs BAPYT OTPacTyT
BOJIOCHI, J1a eI1le Tak OBICTPO. ..

— Thl MOXelb cKazaTh €i, YTO 3TO NMAPUK, — MPEJIOKUI JUKUHH. — VIX B Halle Bpems Toxke
MHOT/Ia HOCHJTH.

— Bce-Taku nydiiie monoxaarth, — B3aoxHysa Bon. — Tebe Beap He cpouHO?

— Her, — cornacuiicst Mar. — A 4TO 3TO 32 pa3roBOpPsI O NepeceieHun?

— Ho Tb1 Beib HE MOKEIIb BEYHO CUETh B 9TOI KOMHATYIIKE?

— Koneuno, Het! MHe HyXeH OOJIBIIION JI0M, CO MHOTMIMH KoMHaTtamu! — ckazan Kpeon. — 4
npeBpaiity ero B korieOy! Bosbioit mogsas, YToObl BbI3BIBATH JIEMOHOB, aMOap JJIs XpaHEHUS TPaB
Y CHaI00MiA, Marmyeckas 1adboparopusi, MacTepcKasi, yeTuHEeHHAss KOMHATa [Isl UCTIBITAaHUsI HOBBIX
Yap, HECKOJIbKO CIIaJieH. . .

— BoH, a ThI ocTaHeIbcs ¢ HaMu? — 3acKynmni Xyoakcuc. — 51 k Tebe mpuBs3aics. . .

— Koneuno, ocranercsi! — He TeprnsImMM BO3pakeHUs] TOHOM CKazal Mar. — 1 eme JoKeH
oTOIaroJapuTh ee 3a BCe YCIIYTH, STOro TpedyeT uecTh mara!

— XU-XH, YECTb... — CAETIA] EXUIHYIO POXKY MEJIKUIA AKUHH.

— Hy Bot uto0! — ckpectuna pyku Ha rpyau Banecca. — Eciu Bbl, ABO€ Harienos, 1yMaere, 4to
s KyILTIO BaM Ha COOCTBEHHBIE JICHBI'M IIMKAPHYIO BIJUTY Ha Oepery okeaHa, a cama OCTaHYCh JKHTh B
9TOM KJIONIOBHHKE, TO Bl CHIILHO 3a0iysxaaerech! KoneuHo, 51 Toxe mepecemoch Tyaa! A 1eHbIY BbI
MHE TTOTOM BEpHETE JI0 IIeHTa, IOTOMY YTO 51 U3-3a BaC KPEAUTHYIO HCTOPHIO UCTIOpYY ..

— Hacuer storo He BonHy¥icsl, — yCIOKOUT ee XyOakcuc. — Y Xo3siuHa Beeria Obljia yiiMa 30710Ta
u nparouenHocrtei! Ilonoxan Mecs-Ipyroit, 1 OH CHOBa CTaHET TAKMM ke OOraThiM, KaK paHbIIIe.

— 3710 pagyeT, — OIarocKJIOHHO KMBHYNa Banecca. — [la, a 4To THI TaM B CBOEM pelienTe TOBOPHIT
PO KOIIauby BOJIOCH ? MHe-TO Ka3ajoch, 4TO 715 TeOsI KOUIKY CBSAIIEHHHI. . .

— Tak He KpoBb ke, a BCEro JIMIIb Bojockl! — nmoctydan no j0y Kpeon. — Kakas ciyuntces 6ena
OT MOTEPH HECKOJIBKUX BOJIOCKOB?
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I'naBa 4

— Ioxoxe, Jlync ynuia, — cooOmmia BoH, npuciymaBImmck K LIETYKY BXOTHOU ABEpU. —
MoxeTe BBIXOAUTD.

Kpeosn n XyOakcuc nociyiHo nepedpaiuch B TOCTUHYIO.

— Ceituac s Bam coOepy 4ero-HuOy/Ib MepeKycHTh, — noooderana Banecca. — Moxere noka
MIOCMOTPETH TEJNEBU30P. XOTUTE?

— Her, cracu6o, — nmpeHeOpekuTeNnbHO OTKa3ascss Mar. — Kakoi cMbICI CMOTPETbh, €CITU TaM
OfIHU TOJIBKO Wiumo3un?  yx sydiie nopadoraio.

— KonpioBats Oynenib? — ¢ MHTEpeCOM CITPOCHIIA IEBYILKA.

— Her. [lepBbIM A€710M HYKHO CKOIIMPOBATh KHUTY.

Kpeon ycencsa B Kpecio 1 HayaJl cTapaTesIbHO 3apUCOBBIBATH YTO-TO B HAUJEHHYIO TETPAIKY.
Ho ye yepe3 MUHYTY IPsI3HO BBIPYrajicsi M C IPEe3pEeHHEM OTOPOCHIT PYUKY.

— Yo onATh He Tak? — Bo3MyTHIIach Banecca ¢ kyxuu. Eit u 6e3 Toro memran Xybakcuc, ycTpo-
UBILMIICA HA MOTOJIKE U C MPEAAHHBIM BUJIOM 3ariIsbIBAIONINI B BbIpe3 (hyTOONIKHU. — YepHuiia KoH-
YWJICB?

— 51 He mMory nucaTh 3TOM Aypalkoi nmanodkoi! — ckpurnyn 3ydamu Kpeon. — Heyno6no! U
3TOT IpUMYyap CJIUIIKOM TOHKHUI — B HEM HE YMECTUTCA U IECATON YaCTU BCETO, YTO MHE HYXKHO!

— Xopormo! — Bo3aena pyku BoH. — {1 ceifuac cxoxy B KaHLEISAPCKUI MarasuH 1 KyIuno tede
camyIo TOJICTYIO TeTpajib, Kakasi Tam Oyaer! Ho ecim Tl 1 Tociie 3Toro Oyzenb Kanpu3HUYarh. .. yX,
sl IPOCTO HE 3HAI0, YTO sI TOra ¢ ToOoM caenao!

Ona BepHynace uyepe3 [BajLATh MUHYT, A€pKa B pyKax TOJCTEHHbIM TOM B KapTOHHOM
o0roxkke. Banecca ¢ rpoXxoToM IIBBIPHYJIA €10 Ha CTOJ M YCTAJIO BBIIOXHYJIA.

— Bort. Bonbiioii ¢popmart, BaTMaHckast Oymara, Teicsiua IIECTbCOT ABA/LATh JIUCTOB, KECTKUN
neperuiet. BooOiie-To, 310 anb00M 17151 pUCOBaHMsI, HO HUYETo JIy4llle TaM He ObLI0. Takumu mojib-
3yloTcs podeccHoHabHble XynokHUKH! U emme s1 Kynuia tede OyThUIKY YepHWII, YEPHIIBHUILY 1
niepo. MI3BMHY, I'YCHHBIX Y HUX He ObUIO, B35J1a MeTaJuIn4ecKoe. YcTpansaer?

— Eme b1, — pacrutsuics B yapioke Kpeon, oTkpbiBast (posiaHT Ha MepBoii cTpaHuLie 1 0OMa-
KMBasi 1epo B YepHWiIa. — Jlydme u npugymars Obiio Hesb3st. Celiyac HayepTaio MepBbIi JIUCT, U
nposeny puryan Hetiennoctu. Y Toraa ato Oyaer Hacrosiiiass Kaura 3akimHaHuil. . .

— Mexay npounm, 3a Bce 3TO J0OPO s OTAajIa COPOK BOCEMb JI0JIAPOB, — MOKaB ryObI, CO00-
muia BoH.

— MHe 3T0 HU4ero He TOBOPHUT, — OTMaxHYJICS Mar. — YTo Takoe «aosuiap»?

Banecca B310XxHy’1a 1 NOILJIa 0OpaTHO Ha KyXHIO. PUc yxe Hayas 3akunars.

C KyxHH eii 6bUIO XOPOIIIO BUIHO, Kak Kpeos cHavyata ObICTPO M MEJIKO MUIIET YTO-TO B CBOEH
HOBOH KHUTe, a IOTOM OOpMOYET OuepelHylo adpakagadpy, 0OBs3aB KHUTY MarmyecKoy LETbio U
0OpbI3raB Kakoi-To OypHOH, TYT e CBAPEHHOM Ha )KapoBHE. VIHTpeIMeHTHI 17151 3€1bs1 OH 110 OUepe/IH
HaTacKaJl C TOM ke cCaMoi KyXHU. BaHecca He 3alloMHMJIa BECh COCTaB, HO 3aMETHUJIA COJIb, OJINBKOBOE
MAacJI0, BAHOTPAJHbIA COK U OIATH-TAKHU KOIIAYbU BOJIOCHI.

Hageproe, Kpeon MMeHHO MOTOMY Tak M yBaXkaeT KOTOB, YTO UX LIEPCTb MPUXOAUTCS J0OaB-
JIATH BO BCE NMOAPAL.

CoBepivB BeCh 9TOT CTPaHHBIM IIPOLIECC, Mar BbIpE3aJl HA NMEPEIUIETE HECKOJIbKO JIMHUM U
3aII0JTHAJI UX CBOMM BapeBOM. 3aTeéM OH IPOU3HEC €Ile HECKOJIBKO CJIOB B IOJIHBIM T'OJIOC, M KHUATA
Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[| CJIOBHO Obl 3aCBETHJIACH U3HYTPU.

— Knwura Cnos, Knura Puryasnos, 6ynp 6narocioeHsa o, Knura Hckycera! — rpoMko Boc-
KJIMKHYJ Mar. — Bo umsa Kpecra, Kpyra u 3Be3pl, ga Oyner Tak!

Tepzaemas JoOONBITCTBOM BaHecca mofonuia mocMOTpPeTh, Y€ro OH TAKOTO HAKOJIAOBAJl.
Pesynbrar ee BieyaTinI.
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Tenepp nepervier KHUTU CTajl CJIOBHO Obl BHIPE3aHHBIM M3 TOJEJI0YHOTO KaMHSs1, BPOJE SIIIMBbI
i Manaxurta. OH Bech M3YKPaCHIICS KAKUM-TO Pa3BOJAMU, a Ha OOJIOKKE MOSIBUIIOCH BHIYEKaHEHHOE
n300pakeHre MeHTarpaMMbl B Kpyre U MpaBUJIbHOTO KpecTa B caMoM IieHTpe. Hax stoit ¢urypoit
Mar BbIpe3ail ciioBo «Kpeom».

INon nponnunsivu B3rIsimamu Kpeona n Xybakcuca BoH morbiTanach OTKpbITh KHUTY, HO Y
Hee HMYero He BHIIUIO. 3a4apOBaHHBIN aJIbOOM CIIOBHO OB CKJIEWIICS U3HYTPH. K TOMY %e OH CHITBHO
noseryan — Banecca nogHsa ee OMHOM PyKOH, NOYTH HE OLILYTUB TSKECTH.

— YIMBUTENBHO. . . — TIOKayaJia rojioBor oHa. — M 1onro Thl OyAelb. . . Hy, 3al0JHSATH ee?

— Ilymarto, 3a HECKOJIbKO AHEH yIpaBimock, — noxai miedamu Kpeosn. — [punercst paboTats 1o
HOYaM, KOHEYHO. ..

— A Korjia %e Thl COOMpaeIbCs CriaTh?

— B Omkaiiiiee BpeMsi BooOIIle He COOMPAlOCh, — XMBIKHYJI Mar. — $1 cnaj msaTh ThICSY JIET,
JKEHILIMHA, HEYKEJM Thl JlyMaelllb, 4TO s He Bbicnaicsi? A B KpallHEM Cllyyae e€CThb Takas IpocTasi
Belllb, KaK 3aKJMHaHue beccoHHubl. JlecsiTb MUHYT, U COH OTHIMOAET Ha BCIO HOUb.

— A TOBOPAT — APEBHOCTD, APEBHOCTD. .. — 3aBUCTIIMBO B3[10XHYJIa BOH. — MBI TYyT My4aemcH,
Kode JIMTpaMu MbeM, TaOJEeTKH IJI0TaeM, a Y Bac BCe TakK JIETKO. ..

— 51 ObI He Ha3BaJI 3TO JIETKUM, — CyXO COOOIIHII Mar.

— Torna Heyxenu Tl HE MOXEIlb IOTEPIIETH C STOM 1ypalKON KHUTOM?

— XKenmuna! — Berbimn Kpeon. — Kora te6e 3axouercst B OTX0Xee MeCTO, MoNpoOyi 3aTKHYTh
OTBepcTHe nasyblieM 1 notepnetsh! Hageioch, Te0s He cMyIaeT Takoe cpaBHeHue?

Banecca TobKO pe3puTesibHO (hBIPKHYIIA.

— Bupumib 11, B 4eM TyT J€J0... — MOMBITANICS OOBSICHUTh Mar. — MHe Hy)XHO ObUIO COXpa-
HUTh KHUTY 3aKJIMHAHWIA, MHAYE CITYCTs MSATHAECAT BEKOB s OYHYJICS Obl JIMIIIEHHBIM OOJIBbIIEH YacTH
MorymectBa. Ho Most kHura Oblla HamMcaHa Ha MeprameHTe, a Ha MepraMeHT He JEeWCTBYIOT Yapbl
Hetnennoctu. Ecth eme 3akivHaHue YTIPOYHEHUs], HO OHO cjlabee, U He BBIIEPXKAIO Obl CTOJBKO
BpeMeHu. [ToaTomy 51 mepeHec KHUTY TPSIMO B TOJIOBY. .. XOTsI 3TO ObUIO JUKO TpyaHo. W cHavasa
s caM JlyMaJl, YTO CMOTY CIIEpKUBAThCS, TaK YTO HE TOPOIMMUJICA. .. HO Telepb BOT OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO HE
Mory. 3akJIMHAHUsS KTYT MHE 4Yeper M3HYTpH, MBITAIOTCS BBIpBaThCsl Ha cBoOody. He yBepeH, uto
OyleT, ecjii OHU BCe-TaKU BBIPBYTCs, HO BOT ceifuac sl IepeHec OHO U3 HUX B KHWTY, M OHO Tepe-
CTaJIO MEHsI OECTIOKOUTb.

—IIpoctu, 51 He 3HAJIA. . . — C UICKPEHHUM PacKasHUEM nonpocuiia BoH. — Moxer, CTOWIIO KyIuTh
TeOe MUIyIIyo MamvHaKy ? Vi cpa3y HOyTOyK?..

— A 410 370 Takoe?

— Hy, nonumaers, 310 Takoi npuodop, ¢ OykBamu... HaxumMaeib KHOIKM, M MallliHa caMa
TUILIET.

— Marnueckuii camorucent? — cooopasui Kpeon. — YV mens 6wt Takoid. Her cmblcia, kaxaoe
CJIOBO B KHUTE 3aKJIMHAHWI JIOJKHO OBITh HAIKMCAHO OT pyKu. M caemaTth 3To JOMKEH 51 caM.

— K ToMy e MbI C XO35IMIHOM Bce ellle He pa30rpaeM Balux OyKB, — JeJJaHHO Oe3pa3TuIHbIM
TOHOM HaMEKHYJ JKUHH. EMy SIBHO XOTeIOCH €l1ie TOCMOTPETh TEJIEBU30P, HO JIE/aTh ITO HE TaK YK
MIPUSITHO, €CJIN HE 3HACIllb SI3bIKA.

UYepe3 mapy MuHyT BoH mogana Ha cton. Puc oHa cBapuia cama, a BOT TyIIEHYI0 OapaHUHY
MIPOCTO pa3orpena B MUKPOBOIHOBKe. Banecca JIu He Oblia CHIIbHA B TOTOBKE — OOBIYHO OHA IMUATAJIACH
3aMOpPOXEHHBIMU 00€aMu, UTO TacKasa ¢ padoThl JIync, nim 3aKa3biBasia MUIIY.

Brpouem, Kpeosn He Buaen pazuuiibl. OH € yI0BOJIBCTBUEM MPUHIOXAJICS K MSACY U MOTSHYJICS
K HEMy IIpSMO pyKaMu... HO BaHecca TyT ke 3To npecekia.

— Kakoro uepra? — Bo3mytuiack oHa. — [Ipudops! xe ects!

— Tw1 06 3TOM? — Haxmypwicst Kpeo, Oepst BuIIKY. — Uto 310 3a ipeamet? MajieHbKUil Tpe3y-
oen?
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— DT0 BWJIKA, — CKJIOHWIIA ToJIoBY Banecca. — 1 TonbKo He mibITaiicst yOenuTh MeHs, 4To B Ballle
BpEMsl HE 3HAJIM, YTO TaKOe BWJIKA. B 1IyMepcKoM sI3bIKE €CTh 3TO CJIOBO!

— 4 3Hai0, uTO Takoe BusiKa! — orpei3Hyscs Kpeon. — Ho y HuX TosbKO [1Ba 3yO11a, 1 UMU IIPOCTO
noctaioT Msico u3 komia! Ilpu ene ux He UCTIONB3YIOT!

— A y Hac BOT UCTIOJIB3YIOT, — oTHapupoBasia BoH. — U eciu He xouelb, 4ToObl Ha Tedst TOKa-
3bIBAJIM MAJIBIIEM B PECTOpaHe, TeOe TOXe MPUAETCS HayUUThCS.

— U MHe Toke mpuieTcst yuuThesa? — nmpoyaBKai XyOakcuc, HaOMBIIHIA ceOe TIOMHBIA POT.

Banecca cmepuna ero B3misiioM. KpomieuHslid JKUHH BPs JIM CMOT Obl Jake TIOTHSATH 3Ty
BUJIKY, a HE TO YTO OPY/AOBaTh €M 3a CTOJIOM.

— TebGe — HeT, — HEOXOTHO corlacuiach oHa. — Ha TeGs1 Bce paBHO HUKTO He OyIeT CMOTpPETb.

— [Nouemy?

— Iotomy uTO Tam, rae ecTb JioaW, TeOe MPUAETCS MPEeBpAlIaThbCs B MOIIKY, — MOSICHUIA
AeByluKa. — Vinu npsaraTtbesl B CYMKY, KakK YK caM MOXeJIaellb.

Kpeosn tak 1 He cymes paBUJIbHO B35ITh BUIKY. [la 1 HOKOM OH OpY0BaJI IOBOJILHO HEYMEJIO —
Mar KCMoJIb30BaJl HOXKH TJI€ YTOIHO, HO TOJIBKO He 3a cTooM. OJIHaKo €1 OH ¢ BUAUMBIM YOBOJIb-
CTBUEM, U 3TO pasoBayio Baneccy. Her Huuero npustHee mJig noBapa, YeM almeTUT, ¢ KOTOPbIM
TMIOIJIONIAIOTCS €ro Ormoza.

K ee BenmmkoMy yauBiieHHI0, XyOaKCHC CheJl TIOUTH CTOJIBKO e, CKOJIbKO U Kpeort.

— Jla Kak B TeOs1 CTOJBbKO Biie3aeT?! — BO3MyTHIIach OHA. — Thl ke coxpast OoJIblIe, YeM BECHUIIlb
cam! [IpumepHo pa3 B JeCsTh. ..

— OH *e UKUHH... — JeHuBo nosichui Kpeos, mpoOysi Ha BKyC JoMantHuil cuap. — JKUHH
MOET HUYEro He €CTh rojlaMH, a MOXET B OIMH MPUCECT MPOIJIOTUTh MAPOUYKY CIOHOB. XOTS 3TO
HOPMAJIbHBIN JUKWHH — HAacYeT MOero pada s HEMHOTO COMHEBAIOCh. ...

— 4 Toxe Mory, X03sIMH, — HeYyOeUTETbHO coBpasl XyOakcuc. — TONBKO He X0uy.

Ha cnanxoe Banecca mopana xesie coOOCTBEHHOro M3rotosieHusi. Kpeon kpaiiHe momgo3pu-
TEJILHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha 3€JIEHYI0 KOJBILIYIIYIOCSl MAacCy, IOKOBBIPSI €€ HOKOM, IIOTOM HEPELLIUTEIbHO
AOTPOHYJICS MaJTblieM. XyOaKCUC SIBHO Pa3Jesisiyl ero YyBCTBa.

— Y10 3TO0 Takoe? — HaKOHell peluics cripocuts Kpeoit.

Banecca nogymana, 4to TOJBKO 3a CETOAHSIIHUI JI€Hb CIBIIIMT 3TOT BOIPOC YyTh JIU HE B
COTBIN pas.

— Xene, — HeBO3MYTUMO OTBeTUJIa OHA. — OUYEeHb BKYCHOE KYILIAHbE.

— W3 yero oHO cpienano? — oTTATUBaJI MOMEHT jierycraiu Kpeoit.

— Ha ourynp HaroMuHaeT pe3nHy, X035MH, — COOOIIM [UKUHH. — A Ha BUJ — 3aMOPOKEHHYIO
Mey3y.

— IMonpoOyii Ha BKyc, pad, — mpukazan Kpeort.

— Cniacu60, X03511H, 51 yXKe CBIT, — HEBOJIbHO OTIIATHYJICS KMHH.

— 41 ckazaun, monpoOyii! — MOBBICKJI FOJIOC Mar.

Xybakcuc cxail TyObl B y3eHBKYIO TTOJIOCKY, CBUPETIO 3bIPKHYJ HA Mara CBOMM €/IMHCTBEHHBIM
[J1a30M, U HEPELIUTEIBHO OTKYCHJI Kycouek. [Ipoxesain. [Ipornoru.

— Hy?! — BockimmkHys1a BoH, efiBa caepkuBasich, YT0Obl HE BCTPSAXHYTh MEJIKOTO KMHHA.

[paBaa, BBIMIsAAETO OBl 3TO JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO — BCE PABHO UTO TPSICTH MBIIIb WA BOPOOYIIIKA.

— OueHb CclaaKo, X0351H, — HEOKUIAHHO PACILIBUICS B YJIBIOKe XyOakcuc.

— M-na? — nenoBepumnBo nepecrpocu Kpeos. ITotoM B3si1 JIOKKY, MOCIIE HECKOIBKUX HEyIau-
HBIX TIOMBITOK OTKOJTYIaJI KyCOYEK U OTIIPABUJI €70 B POT.

TosbKO BpOXIEHHBIA TaKT M HEXeJIaHWe BBITJISAETh Tyrno nepen Baneccoit ve gamu Kpeony
BBITUTIOHYTh CheJieHHoe kejie. OH nepecuini ceOst ¥ MPOTJIOTHII TO, UTO B3s1 B poT. Ho BhIpakeHue
JIMIA Y HEeTO CAENAIOCh TaKoe, OYATO OH CJIONAJ MHSIBKY.

—T'agocts. .. — ckpuBwiIcA OH. — Ha BKyC Takoe ke, Kak ¥ Ha OILyIlb — PE3UHA.

— Ho Benb cnagko, X035MH? — TUXO XUXUKHYJT XYyOaKCHC.
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— a, cnanko, — kuBHYJ Kpeout, npu3HaBasi cipaBeiJIMBOCTb JAHHOTO yTBep:kaAeHUs. — Cui-
KOM CJIaJiKo. Buuiib, )KeHIuHa, 9To co0oi npecTapiser Moi pad? Coirate MHE OH HE MOXKET TIO
OIPEJEJIEHHUIO, HO 3aTO MOXET O YEM-TO yMOJYaTh, CKOTUHA. . .

— [IpocTy, X03511H, HE cAEPXKAICS, — HOTYNWICS JUKUHH. BUIHO OBLIO, YTO OH yKacHO TOBOJIEH
COOOI.

— Bugumo, Tel 3a0b1T, HACKOBKO OOJTBHO ObET MOM *ke3JI, — 3a[yMUYMBO TIOCMOTpENT Ha HEro
Kpeon.

— Xgarut! [Ipekparute! — Banecca pa3Benia pyKu CJIOBHO CyIbst HA OOKCepCKOM puHre. — YTo
3TO elle 3a cpeHeBeKOBbe?! PaOCTBO OTMEHWIIH el1ie B MPOIIJIOM BeKe, TOT/Ia XKe 3alpeTrid 1 TeJec-
Hble HaKa3aHus!

— A meiTkH?! — OTHOBPEMEHHO BOCKJIMKHYIIM Kpeon u XyOakcuc.

— Emme panbine! — HenmpeKkJIOHHO MpoBO3IIackIa JeBymika. — M TonbKo monpoOyiTe ckasaTb,
YTO BacC, CaJFICTOB YEPTOBBIX, ITO Oropyaer!

— Her, ¢ oiHO# CTOPOHBI 9TO, KOHEUHO, XOPOIIIO, — He CTaJI CHOPUTH XyOakcuc. — A ¢ pyrou
CTOPOHBI — TUIOXO. . .

HoeB, Kpeon BHOBb MpHHSIICS CTPOYNTh B CBOEH pyKorucu. BaHecca ke HEKOTOpoe BpeMs
noOposnIIa BOKPYT, HE 3Hasl, YeM 3aHAThCs. TeeBU30p CMOTPETh He XOTEI0Ch, HUKAKUX JIeJI TI0 JIOMY
HE HAMeJasioch U BOOOIIIEe ObUIO CKYYHO.

B mo6oii 1pyroii IeHb OHa CO3BOHWJIACH Obl C KEM-HUOY/Ib M3 3HAKOMBIX M TIOILIA TIOCU/IETh
B Kage, HO CerofiHs el He XOTeNoCh OTIydYarhcsl U3 Jomy. Bapyr 3arnsHer kTo B roctu? Boiiiger
CUJIbHBIA KOH(Y3, €CITU 3TOT KTO-TO OOHAPYKUT B €€ KBAPTUPE IIIYMEPCKOTO Yapojest U ero pyuyHoro
JDKUHHA.

— Tol Tak 1 cOOMpaeIbesl MUCATh BCE BpeMsi? — CKy4Jalollle OCBEIOMUIIACH OHA, 3aITIsTHYB Yepe3
riedo Kpeoma. JIuct ycenBanm KpoleyHble 3HAYKU M PUCYHKH, B KOTOPBHIX BOH ¢ HEKOTOPBIM Harpsi-
JKEHUEM y3HaJla 3HAKOMBIH €l (C CerogHsIIHero yrpa) myMmepckuid. Ho juiinb HECKOJIBKO CJIOB OHA
CMOTJIa TIOHSITh — OCTAJIbHBIE BHIIISIIEN a0pakaaabpoil.

— la, — noBonbHO noaTBepau Mar. — CoOuparoch mucaTh, MoKa He Mepenuiny Bee. A 4to?

— Moskert, cxoauM Kyaa-HuOyb, pa3BiiedeMcs? — HeoXKUIaHHO npeiokuia Banecca. OObIaHO
OHA B TaKMX CIIyvyasiX JOKHMIANach, [IOKA €€ camy MPUIJIACAT, HO TYT 3TO BPsiJ JIU UMEJIO CMBICI. —
l'opon mocmotpurte. .. 3Haellb, KAKOW y HAC KPACUBBIT ropof?..

— U 1o npaBaa, xo3suH! — nmogmakuyn Xybakcuc. — [Moiinem! [lo 6azapy morynsiem, B 6aHi0
3aiigeM, Ha Xxpambl mocMotpuM! Kcratu, MHe Hy)XKHO B 0TXO%ee MecTo. BoH, riae oHo y 1e0st?

— Moxelp noraiuTh B LIBETOYHBIM TOPLIOK, — paccesiHHO XMBbIKHYJ Kpeon. — Tbl Takoi
MaJICHbKUH, YTO 3TOrO BCE PAaBHO HUKTO HE 3aMETHT.

— Hy yx ner! — ¢pipkHyna BoH. — B cBoem BaBuione ragpre Kyga XOTUTE M CKOJIBKO XOTHUTE,
a 31ech Taku rpedanbie CoepmHennsle Iltarel, y Hac Tak He npuHsaTo! [Momum, mokaxy.

Xybakcuc BEpHYJICS TOIBKO Yepe3 rmoryaca.

— [pencrapinsens, X035iMH! — B3MaxHy/1 pykamu oH. — Tam. .. Tam MpamMopHbIe CTeHbI, HACTOSI-
111ast BaHHA, ¥ BOJa Te4eT NnpsiMo u3 cren! Haxwmens Ha MUIoYKy, a oHa u Teuet! A Oymary, — oHu-
3WJT OH TOJIOC JIO HIETNOTa, — OyMary OHM yHOTpeOIsioT Aaxe il 3TOTO. .. CaMoro. ..

— JIns gyero umeHHO? — Hamopinwi 100 Kpeor, mpomosskas YupKaTh IepOM.

— Hy... mis 310r0... — IKUHH CTHIIJIMBO TOKA3aJl KECTaMH, JJIsl Yero COBPEMEHHBIE JIIOIU
UCIIONB3YIOT OyMary.

— Kakoe pacTountenbcTBo, — Mozxal IjieyamMu Mar, o-IpexHeMy cTpoda B cBoel kHure. [lepo
6erajio co CKOpOCTbI0O MOJIHUM. — BUIMMO, OHU TyT BCe yepecdyp OoraTbie.

— Tak uT0, oezieTe KataThes? — 3abapadbaHuia najabliaMu 1o croiy Banecca. — S Bam 3o510ThIe
Bopora nokaxy!
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—Yro-uto? — oT yausnenust Kpeon gaxe nepecran nucarh. — Bopota us 30mora?! B moe Bpemst
Takue ObUTH TOJIBKO y MMIieparopa!l.. ¥ To He MonHocThio. Ha camoM fesnie Tam nop cimoeM 30510Ta ObLT
OOBIYHBIN JTYO0. ..

— Boraro! — BHIATHI HUKHIOK Iy0y XyOakcuc.

— Jla HeT, ThI He MOHSI, — moMopIiIack BoH. — 1o He HacTosIMe BOPOTa. DTO MOCT.

— Mocrt? — eme 6osnbine uzymuics Kpeon. — Moct u3 3omota? Jla y Bac 4to — 30710TO JieBaTh
HEKYy/a, YTO BBl U3 HErO MOCTBI CTpouTe? DTO e MPOCTO TIIYIIO — OH AOJKEH ObITh HETIOMEPHO TsIKe-
abiM! Y1 moueMy OH TOr/ia Ha3bIBAETCs «BOPOTa»?

— Jla He u3 30i10Ta OH! DTO MPOCTO TaKOE Ha3BaHUE!

— I'mynocts kakas-to! — gsipkHya Kpeon. — Cymacmeniuii Bek. B Moe Bpemsi BopoTa Hasbl-
BaJIM BOPOTAMH, MOCTBI MOCTaMH, 30JI0TO 30JI0TOM, a IypakoB qypakami. [lymaro, Bai napb CUIBHO
XBOpAeT Ha TOJIOBY, €CJIM a1 MOCTY Takoe Ha3BaHue. [la 1 3auem BooOIIe Ha3BaHue MOCTY? DTO ke
HE TOpO[I. ..

— A B Baie BpeMsl YTO, MOCThl HUKAK He Ha3bIBIN? — SIJIOBUTO OCBeAOMMIIach Banecca.

— Her, nouemy ke, — noxai ruiedamu mar. — HaspiBasiu. Ckaxem, «moct uepe3 Turp». Unu
«MocT yepe3 EBdpar». A yare Bcero mpocro — «MocT». Hert, s mrydy, KOHEYHO, TIONpoOyii-Ka,
noctpoit MocT uepe3 Turp. Ha napomax nepernpasisiiuce. ..

— Hy xBarut! — ycrana ot uAMOTCKOro criopa JieBynika. — Mnere co muou, wim Het? Eciu Her,
s oy onHa. OcTouepTesio B YeThIpeX CTeHaX CUJIETh. ..

— Tak u ObITh, pa30MHY KOCTH, — MIJIOCTUBO coracuiicss Kpeon. — TonbKo MHCTPYMEHTHI 51
BO3bMY C coO0#. VI KHUTY TOXe.

— Mosxer, cpa3y Bclo KBapTHpy ¢ coO0i motammuib? — mpodypyasia Banecca. — Cmotpu, Tede
HECTH. ..

BoH otbickasia CBOIO CTapyio CIOPTUBHYIO CYMKY, B KOTOPOM IIPEKPACHO YMECTUIIOCH BCE UMY-
IIIECTBO Mara, BKJII0Yasi 310POBEHHbIH (ponmmaHT. CyMKa OTJIMYHO MOAXOANIIA K €0 HOBOMY KOCTIOMY
Y He TpHBJICKala HekeaTeJbHOro BHUMaHUsA. TOJNBKO caMblii Hepa30OPUMBBI BOP MO3apUTCS Ha
MEIIIOK, BBINJIIANINNA TaK, CJIOBHO OH HAOUT MsTYaMH U TAaHTEJISIMH.

— He ycranems tammrh-10? — HACMEIUIMBO OCBEAOMMUIIACH OHA, TS/, KAK Mar B3BAIMBAET
Tpy3 Ha IUIeYO.

— A TBHI TaK HAYEro U He MOHsLIa, KeHIMHa, — nokayai rosioor Kpeos. — [ogepxu-ka.

Banecca mMammHabHO MPUHSIA Y HETO TPy3 M OXHYJA OT yIWBJICHUS. BeIDIAnAIas HeMMO-
BEPHO TSIKEJION CyMKa Ha MOBEPKY OKa3asiach MOYTH HEBECOMOM — KWJIOTpaMM, He OOJIbIIe.

— AXx Ja, Bce BpeMs 3a0bIBal0, KakKOM Thl KPYyTOH K... Mar, — JIOLUIO JI0 Hee. — 3aKJIMHAHNE
Ooseruenus, na?

— Koneuno. Thl ke cama roBopuiia, YT0 MOM MHCTPYMEHTHI TIOCUMTAJIM BCETO JIUIIH MO30J10-
YCHHBIMU. . .

— Ma, To4HO, 51 1 3a0bUIa. .. — IpUNIoMHIWIA BoH. — KHUTY TOXe yke ycIen 3aKoJIoBaTh?

— A xak xe! — ropnenBo mogO0YeHUIICS Mar.

K pazouaposanwmio Banecchr, Kpeosn He posiBIIsii 0cCOO0T0 YIUBIICHHS, TIISI/ISI B OKHO MAITIMHBI.
[NepBas peakiws ocTanach MO3a/u, U Terlepb Mar B3upai Ha uyneca Can-PpaHIECKO MOYTH PaBHO-
JYIIHO.

Nuoe neno — Xybakcuc. JIKUHH MOMUHYTHO axaJl, OXaJl ¥ TIOKa3bIBaJl Ha BCE MOAPS/T TAIbIIEM.
BoH axe npuIioch puKpUKHYTh, KOT/IA OH BBUIETEN U3 aBTOMOOWIISI, YTOOBI MOOJTHIKE PACCMOTPETh
MOYTOBBIN SIIIHK.

— Kaxoii 6osbImioii u 6oraThlil roposi! — BOCTOp:keHHO cooOmmmn Xyoakcuc. — Jloma 10 Hebec!
Jlioneit 6osbiire, yem B BaBusione! I H1 OHOTO CTpakHUKA!

— Kxm, — kanutsiayna BoH, Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT IJIsIsIIAs Ha MOMUIEHCKOTO, CKyJaloIero
BO3JIe TIATPYJIbHON MAIHbL. — BOOOIE-T0 OHU €CTh, MMPOCTO BBHIMJIAIAT TO-IPYTOMY .. .

— A Kak? — ¢ HeNoAJeIbHBIM UHTEPECOM CIPOCHIT XYOaKCHC.
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Bwmecro orBera Banecca Mosya KMBHYJIa B CTOPOHY TOTO CAMOTO TOJIMLEUCKOTO.

— 41, MoxeT ObITh, OIMOAICh, — HEYBEPEHHO Hayal Xy0aKCcHc, IIOUeckiBasi por, — HO, TI0-MOEMY,
MMEHHO B TaKOM KOCTIOMe ObUIa THI. .. HY, CHa4Yaja. ..

— Koneuno, — HeBo3myTuMO oTBeTIIIa Banecca. — Bunuiib jiv, MO MaJIeHbKHIA IPYT, 110 Balllen
JOMNOTOMHON TEPMUHOJIOTMU MEHS TOKE MOKHO Ha3BaTh CTPAKHUKOM.

Xy06akcuc oremit. Kpeosl MeasieHHO MOAHS TOJIoBY, 0 CEr0 MOMEHTa Oe3pa3iMyHO CKJIO-
HEHHYIO0 HaOOK.

[ToToM OHM MPaKTUYECKU OTHOBPEMEHHO PACXOXOTAJIHCh.

— He cmemm Mens, xeHImHa! — 3akatuiicst B xoxote Kpeoi.

— KenuHa-crpaxxHuK ?! — BTOpuI1 eMy JUKMHH. — B %k13HuM He cibiuan Huvero rynee! Tonsko
HE yBepsAl MEHs, YTO MbI II0NAJIM B APCTBO aMa30HOK !

— Jla kakux erre aMa30HOK! — 0OMKeHHO Hajayach BoH. — YV Hac, Mex1y MpoYrM, paBeHCTBO
10JIOB, BOT!

— XBaruT yxe! — ¢ JIerkuM pasapaxeHreM BockJIMKHYI Kpeosn. — Tel MeHs 3a aypaka npuHU-
Maelis? PaBeHcTBO 110710B. .. KOHEUHO, 1 B MO€ BpeMsi UMEJIUCh FOCYIapCTBa, B KOTOPbIX My KUYMHAM
pas3periagoch UMETh BCETO OJHY KEHY, HO JaXe TaM UX JI0 CPAXKEHUI HE JOMYCKAJIM. .. KEHILUH, 5
UMEIO B BUJLY.

— TouHo, — cornmacuics Xybakcuc. — Jla KeHIIMHA Jake TPOCTYI0 CEKUPY He MOJHUMET, KaKou
e U3 Hee CTPaxHUK?!

— He xotute, He BepbTe, — 0OTMaxHy/1ach Banecca. — Camu co BpeMeHeM yOenuTech. . .

— Hy-Hy, TOCMOTpUM. .. — CKENITUYECKU XMbIKHYJI Mar.

Obemannoe uyno Mmocta 3omoteie BopoTa Bee ke npoussesno Ha Kpeona HekoTopoe Brieuatie-
He. OH yBaXHUTEIbHO MMOKMBAJI, OLICHUB TPY/I, 3aTPAYeHHBIN Ha TO, YTOOBI TIOCTPOUTH TAKOW KOJIOCC,
HO TYT K€ 3aMEeTWJI, YTO MO cpaBHeHUIo ¢ BaBunonckoii barnent ato nmpocro yemnyxa.

— A pasBe 310 He Mu(? — yauBuiach BoH.

— Hama 6armus? — ropno nepecripocuit Kpeoi. — Camast Hactosias peaqbHOCTh. COTHU ThICSY
pabourx BO3BOAMIIM ee TIOUTH cOpok aecsatmietuii! Cto qeaanarh rusbaeickux maros Lllymepa npu-
HUMaJIM yyacTue B crpoutenbscrBe! [lake Bamm 3qaHus] — HUYTO pAOOM ¢ 9TUM dygoM. Jla, a oHa
ele CTouT?

— BeccmpicieHHBIN BOITPOC, XO35IUH, — IevasIbHO mponsHec Xybakcuc. — Eciiu BoH mymaet, uto
BesMKas banins — Mudg, oHa pa3pyllieHa Tak 1aBHO, YTO HUKTO JJaKe HE BEPUT, UTO OHA CYIIIECTBOBaJA
Ha caMoM JieJie. . .

— XKauip... — nokauas rojoBoi Mar. — { Beb ¥ caM Momorajl ee CTpouTh... B camoM KoHIle,
npaBJa. ..

— A BeJlb BaM JBOUM ITPOCTO HET LIEHBI, KAK CBUETEIISIM, — 3a/lyMUMBO BOCKJIMKHYJIa Banecca. —
Ja mo0oi UCTOpPUK OTAa Obl MOJTHOTH, YTOO TOJIBKO MOTOBOPUTH C BaMH, Y3HaTbh, KaK BCe OBLIO. ..
HY, TISITh THICSY JIET Ha3a/l. . .

— 3auem? — nogHsu1 6poBu Kpeosn. — Pa3Be y Bac HeT sietonmceii?

— Ectp, HO... nanHO, 3a0yap, — MaxHysa pykoid BoH. — Bce paBHO HMKOMY He JOKaKellb, KTO
TBI TAKOM, M OTKY/a B3sijicsi. He mosepsrt. [a eiie ncuxuaTrpoB BBI3OBYT. ..

— He noBepst? — pactsHyi ryosl B yinbsioke Kpeon. — A ecnu st mpeBpalily UX B Ky4y YTOJIbKOB,
nosepst?

— Toraa BeI30BYT He nicuxuaTpoB, a ®BP, — pesonHo Bo3pazuia Banecca. — Manpaepa co Ckannm
MPsIMO TIO Bary aynry... Jla, a BB TOYHO HE cOOMpaeTech BO3BPAIATHCS ?

— Kyna? — He noHsu1 mar.

— Hy, nazan, B mpomuioe. .. — nosiciuia BoH. — A To s ¢ BaMU BOXYCb, BOXKYCb, a BAPYT BbI
3aBTpa — XOI, U hcue3Here?

— YT0 32 IIIynocTh Thl FOBOPMILIb, skeHIMHA? — Kpeos mocMoTpes Ha Hee Tak, CJIOBHO COMHe-
BaJICS B €6 YMCTBEHHOM MOJHOLEHHOCTH. — Kak MOKHO BEpHYThCS B Ipouuioe?
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— Mla KTO X Bac 3HaeT, (POKYCHUKOB YEPTOBBIX, UTO BBl MOKETE, YETO HET... — MpodopMoTaia
Banecca.

— Kenmmna! Boru siBHO o6penmm tedst ymom! Hu oquH Mar He criocoOeH BO3BpaTUThb TO, UTO
yxe nponio! Bo ums Da u Dunuiis, Takoe He ToJ crity Aaxe ooram!

— U1 Benmkomy XaHy ToXe, — MOQIaKHYT XyOaKCHC.

— Kakomy eme Xany? — nokocuiach Ha Hero Banecca.

— Benukomy XaHy JKMHHOB U U(PPUTOB, — MOSCHWI OH. — XO035MH, a KaK Thl JyMaelllb — OH
BCE elle KUB?

— He yBepen... — noxeBan rydamu Kpeos. — C oHOH CTOpOHBI, BpeMEHH TPOIIUTA ThbMbI U
ThMbI, HO C JIpyTOi CTOPOHBI, Bbl, [UKWUHHBI, KMUBETE MOUYTH BEUHO... A 4YTO, COCKYyUHJICA IO CTApOMY
rOCMOUHY ?

— Ynacu 6oru! — OTIIATHYJICS MAJIEHbKUIM [DKUHH. — UTO ThI, XO35IMH, 51 CKOpee yTOIUTIOCh, YeM
yiay ot 1eds1! OH xke OyaeT MeHs MbITaTh, MOKA. .. BEYHO OyJeT MbITaTh!

— To-T0 )€, — GaroxyIIHO KUBHYJI Mar.

Banecca o3agayeHHO KpyTuiia OapaHKy, MBITAsCh JOTalaThCs, 3a 4To ke Benmukuit XaH Tak
B3BEJICS HA 3Ty KPOXOTYJIbKY, YTO TOTOB YTPOOUTH BEYHOCTD, JIUIIIL Obl YMYUHTh €10 Kak cieayer? U
MI0YEMY OH HE MOXET ClIeJIaTh 3TOroO cervac — Heyxesau Kpeos cusibHee noBenuTesist JyKuHHOB?

HeoxunaanHo mar 3akpyTusl HOCOM, CIIOBHO IPUHIOXMBASICh K YeMy-To. BOH Toxke moHioxaa
BO3/IyX, HO €TMHCTBEHHBIM 3aI1aXOM, KOTOPBIH €l yIaI0Ch yUysATh, OKa3aJcs JISTKUI apoMaT OeH3MHA.
Ee «ToioTy» gaBHO ceioBajIo OTIPABUTh Ha MPOQUIAKTUUECKUI PEMOHT, HO BCE KaK-TO BPEMEHU
HE XBaraJo.

— OcranoBw 371ech! — pe3ko norpedosan Kpeoi.

Banecca yauBuiiach, HO BCe e Haxajla Ha TopMO3. KpeoJ mociie HECKOJIBKMX HEYJaYHBIX ITOIbI-
TOK CIPaBUJICS C ABEPLIEH U MIArHYJ Ha TPOTyap. XyOaKCHC YMEHBIIUIICS JI0 pa3MepPOB MYXH M IMTOPCK-
HYJI CJIEJIOM.

— YyBCTBYIO Maruio! — XpuIuio COOOIIMII Mar, IPOAOJiKast MPUHIOXUBATLCS. — BriepBeie mocre
nepeMenieHns1 9yBCTBYIO CTOPOHHIO Maruio! Bon ortyaal

OH yKa3pIBaJI Ha HEOOJIBIIION AaHTUKBAPHBIN Mara3uHUMK. Banecca noxasa rnjieyamu, MucKHyJIa
OpesKoM, 3aKpbIBasi MAIIMHY, U TIONLIA cIeaoM 3a Kpeonowm.

OcTaBnsATh Mara OJJHOTO MOCPEN YIHIIBI €1 COBCEM HE YJIBIOAIOCh.

— Yem Mory noMoub, MajiaM? — pacIijIbUICS B CNIAINABOW YJBIOKE XO35IMH JIABKH, BBIIIIE/IITHIA Ha
3BYK KOJIOKOJIbUMKA HaJ| IBEPBIO.

Kpeon sxagHo paccmarpuBal BATPUHBL, OJHOBPEMEHHO NPUHIOXKBasACh. OT HEro MOMOIIY OKHU-
JaTh SIBHO HE MPUXOJUIIOCH.

— 4 maxe He 3HAIO... — HEJIOBKO MpoMsMIIWIA BOH. — A y Bac ciy4ailHO HeTy 4ero-HuOyib
TAaKOTO. .. Ja)ke He 3HAI0, KaK CKa3aTh. .. BOJIIIEOHOT0?

[Mponasen nonumaroie yasioHyscs. [1o-BuaMoMy, OH MPUBBIK KO BCAKUM YydaKaM.

— Mapawm, — npuaBHHYJICS TOOJIMKE OH, — JOJKEH BaM COOOIIUTD, YTO Y HAC OYeHb MHOTO TOTO,
YTO BaM HYkHO. BoT, HarpumMep. .. — OH OKOMNAJICS B OTHOM U3 SIIIMYKOB U BBIHYJ HEUTO, [TOXOXKEE
Ha BBICYIIIEHHbII KOPEILOK, — caMasl HacTosiiasl Manaparopa. Eciu ee cbectb, OHa UCLIEIUT MOYTH
mo0y1o 60JIe3Hb, a TAKKE, — OH (PPUBOJIBHO MOJMHUTHYJI, — MHOTOKPATHO YCHJIUT MYKCKYIO TOTEHITHIO.
Wurepecyer?

— OH roBopHT, YTO TO MaHparopa, — nepesena Banecca Kpeony. — 9t1o npasna?

Mar 6pocu KOPOTKMIA B3IJISI HA KOPEIIOK W MTPE3PUTENbHO (DBIPKHYIL.

— D70 BHICYIIEHHBIN cTeOeb MONbIHU. [lake OTAaIeHHO He TIOXOXke Ha MaHAparopy. Maruu B
3TOM COpHSIKE HET HU Ha MeJsIK.

— Moii 3HaKOMBII TOBOPUT, UTO 3TO MOJIBIHB, — HACMENUIUBO TiepeBesia Banecca.

— VBepsw Bac, MajaM, 3TO camasl HacTosllas MaHjparopa! — BO3MyTWJICS IpojaBell. —
Heysxemnu 51 craHy Bac 0OMaHBIBATh U3-32 KAKMX-TO IECTUACCATH A0/UIApOB?
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— IlecTtpaecsaT 6GakcoB 3a 3TOT CyIEHbIN COpHSK?! — Bo3MyTHIach Banecca. — §1 nam nstepky,
Y HU IIEHTOM OoJbliie!

— Bor 310! — BO30OY:)aeHHO nepedm ee Kpeos, KonmaBIuiics B SIMKE C JEMIEBHIMHA YK pallie-
HussMuU. — Kymu 3t1o, keHmuHa! 3aruatu mooyio 1ieHy, 3TO CTOUT TOro!

I'oBopu OH, €CTECTBEHHO, Ha IIYMEPCKOM, HO MPOJABIy XBaTWIO U ToHA. Ero masku cpasy
MacJsTHO 3a0JiecTesn, a BHYTPEHHMI KaCCOBBIH anmapar JIMXOPaJouHO 3alleTKal.

— CkosbKO CTOUT 3Ta Beluia? — Bee ellle ¢ CUJIbHBIM COMHEHUeEM ciipocuiia Banecca.

Ee Mo)kHO OBUIO NOHSATDH, €CIM y4ecTb, uTo Kpeon Haiesn mpocTo Kakoi-TO MO3e/IeHeBIIit
amyseT Ha nenouke. Kaxercs, 6poH30BbIii. Ha Hem Bce ele BUAHENUCh KaKUe-TO 3aKOPIOYKH, HO
Aaxe ONbITHBIA MM(POBATBIIMK He B3sUICS Obl X mepeBecTu. [Imoc BUTHEBaTHIi y30p Ha 000poTe,
TOXE HE KaXyIIUHACS 0COO0 MHTEPECHBIM.

— 0-0-0, magam! — IlpopaBelr 3akaTui 171a3a, CJIOBHO €My MPEJIOKWIN TMPOAATh JIIOOMMOTrO
CblHa. — Bai 1pyr oTbICKaa OJHO M3 CaMbIX LIEHHBIX COKPOBHUII B MOEH KOJUIeKIIMU! DTO ApeBHUN
TaJIMCMaH MHAMACKUX (PaKMpOB, CIOCOOHBIN 3alIMTUTh Bac OT Oefpl, a TaKXke... — OH CHOBa (ppu-
BOJIbHO TIONMHTHYJI, — YCHJIUTh MYKCKYIO TIOTEHITHIO. . .

— DT0 aHTWKBapHas JIaBKa WM CeKc-1mon? — Ope3rmBo ocBeoMuiach Banecca. — 4 cripamm-
Bal0, CKOJILKO OH CTOUT?

— OH 6ecrienen, mangam, OecrieHner! Ho Tonbko 11 Bac, TOJNBKO JIJIsL BAC 1 MOT' Obl YCTYIUTh
€ro... CKaXkeM. .. 3a MATbCOT AOJLIAPOB.

— Yro?!! — spoctHo 3aBonmiia Bon. — [IaTbcoT?! Ho Ha 1leHHMKE HanMcaHO BCEro MAThAECAT!

— He moxer ObITh Takoro! — 3arokan s3bIKOM BO3MYIIEHHBIN Mpofasel]. — He Moxer ObITb!
JlaiiTe B3MJISAHYTh. .. aX BOT B 4eM Jies1o! DTO MOU ChIHUIIIKA, MaJaM, MaJICHbKHI 11aJI0nai, 3aMma3a
OZIMH HOJIMK KaKOU-TO rafiocThio. letu, aetu... Hudero crpaiiHoro, cefiuac s ero CHoBa Hapucyio. ...
Taxk BbI Oynere Opats um Het? Jlymaiite ObicTpee, Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Mbl 3aKPbIBAEMCS.

Banecca 6eccuibHO omyctuna pyku. Eif y)kacHO He XOTesIoCh OT/AaBaTh TaKylo CyMMY 3 KaKOW-
TO Jypallkuii TaJucMaH. Bynp npu Hell ceiuac MUCTONET U 3HAYOK, OHAa Obl TOYHO HE yIepKaslach U
apecToBaJla JKyJIMKa.

— Bupauib, yto TH Hajgenan! — mpoIMIeNa OHA Ha IIyMepcKOM. — Ecim Obl TH Tak TPOMKO
HE paJoBaJICsl, OH IPOAAJ ObI 3Ty MITYKOBHHY 32 NAThAECAT! MOXET ObITh, sl ObI JaXke CTOProBajach
Ha IoJIOBUHeE !

—M-ga... —nouecan ssicuny Kpeon. EMy cpasy cTaso cThIIHO — Mar He JTI0OM IeperiaunBaTh
B JIaBKax. — XO0yYelllb, 51 yObIO €ro0 H...

— Her!.. — paBknyna Banecca.

— JlagHo, nagHO, — pazapaxeHHo coriacuics Kpeon. — Xu... Cnpocu-ka, a OH He 3aX0ueT
MOMEHSATHCS ?

— A Ha yt0? — ynuBunach BoH. — TosbKko He rOBOpH, YTO OTAAIIb B3aMeH CBOIO yailly CBSTOro
I'paans.

— Jaxe u He mogymaio! — 3aBepri ee mar. — Pad, co3yail B MoeM IpaBoM KapMaHe TBEPAYIO
WIJLTIO3HUIO 30JI0TOTO MEPCTHS ¢ OPUILTUAHTOM.

— Ciymaroch, X035IMH, — MIACKHYJI OTKYy/1a-T0 XyOaKcuc.

Korna Kpeon BeIHYN pyKy M3 KapMmaHa, B HEWl CBEPKaJl U MEPEIUBAJICS IIUKAPHbIA MEPCTEHb.
Jlaxe aHIrTIMIACKas KOpoJjieBa He oOpe3roBaia Obl YKPACHTh TAKUM CBOM MAJIbUMK.

A yX Kak pacIIMpWINCh IJ1a3a ILUTyTOBATOro NpoJaBlia, MOXKHO U He TOBOpUTh. OH U3BJIEK U3-
TI0]1 CTOJIa YBEIMYUTEIIBHOE CTEKJIO, OETJI0 OCMOTpESI KaMellleK, MOMpoOOBaI HAIKYCUTh METAJLI, YyTh
HE CJIOMaB TPaBblii BEPXHUI KJIBIK, a IOTOM PEe3KO MOATONKHYM K BaHecce OpOH30BBINA KETOH.

— Wpet! — ToporumBO BHIKPUKHYJ OH. — 3a0UpaiiTe CBOIO MOKYITKY, MajiaM, M MOIPOIIY Bac
MocKopee yAamuThesi! MBI 3aKpeIBaeMcsl. .. MHE TOpa 00elaTh. .. ClaTh... IPUHUMAThL TAOIETKU. . .
[Tpomaiite, maiam, 3axonuTe ere!
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On OykBasIbHO BBITONKAT BaHeccy n Kpeona U3 Mara3uHa u TyT ke TIOBEPHYJI 3aCOB. 3a CTeK-
7om 3akavasack Tabmmuka «3AKPBITO».

— Yero 310 OH? — MIOIHST OPOBU Mar.

— Bourcs, uto nepenymaem, — xoxotHyJa BoH. — KiaccHoe ObLTIO KOJIEUKO, Take JKaJIKO. ..

— He xarneii, — KOPOTKO CKa3ay Mar, 3ajie3as B « ToioTy». — 3amyckaii CBOIO KOJIECHUITY, a TO,
00I0Ch, OH CaM cerlvac rnepeymMaer. ...

— Tlouemy? — Becesio MOMHTEpecoBaiach oHa. — [lake eciam OpryUTMaHT (hasIBIIUBbINA, TAKON
MIEPCTEHEK BCE PABHO CTOUT JOPOXKE, YEM STOT MyCOp, KOTOPHIN Thl 32 Hee BHIMEHSIII.

— Bunuinb Jiu, JKeHIUHA, — pacTsHyI ryosl B ynbiOke Kpeosn, — Moii pad — oueHb MaJleHbKUN
IDKVIHH, a TBEp/ble WUTIO3MHA BO MHOTO pa3 cJIokHee OecrIoTHBIX. [IpOgomKUTEIbHOCTD CYIIeCTBO-
BaHU$I 3TOTO KOJIbI[Aa — MUHYT IISATh, He Oosbinie. J{yMaro, Halll HOBBIN 3HAKOMBIN YKe CTaJl CBUIeTeIeM
TOTO, KaK OHO PACTasiyio B BO3/YXE. ..

— DT0 He MOsI BUHA, — CMYIIIEHHO MPONUIIAi JKUHH. — Ho Benp Tee ke XBaTUiIO U 3TOTO,
XO3SIMH?

Banecca yTkHynach 100M B pyiib U 3aiiack 0€33ByUHbIM cMexoM. KoHeYHO, OHa TOJBKO YTO
cTaJla COy4YacTHUIIEW MOILIEHHUYECTBA, HO e ObUIO TaK MPUSATHO MPH MBICIIHY, YTO MPOJABLA-KUIATY
CaMoro KMHYJIH, J1a ellle TaK JIOBKO. ..

— A Bce-Taku, YTO B 3TOM IITYYKe TAKOTO OCOOCHHOro? — ¢ MHTEpecoM crpocuia oHa. — I1o
MHe, TaK MIPOCTO JieleBast OMXKyTepusi, Ha 000 TOMOMKE MOKHO OTBICKATD JIyYIIe. . .

— Ecim Haiienb kakoe-HUOYIb OE3TI0THOE MeCTO, S MMOKaXy, Ha YTO CIIOCOOHO MOe Mprodpe-
TeHue, — moodeman Kpeorr.

Banecce crano uHTepecHo. OHa 3aexaja Ha YKPOMHYIO YJIOUKY M OCTAHOBMJIACH B TEMHOM
TYNHMKe Mexay nomamu. [Ipoxoxue cioa sIBHO 3a0pefayii He 4acTo — pa3Be YTO Kakomy OOMXKY
MOHA/I00UTCS OTJIUTb.

Kpeosn BbuIE3 U3 MalHbI, OCMOTpEJICS 10 CTOPOHAM, OCOOSHHO 3aepKaBIIMCh B3IJISI0M Ha
Kyue MycOpa, BHIBAJIMBIIEHCS U3 ONPOKMHYTOTO KOHTEHHEPA, U OTYETIIUBO MTPOM3HEC:

— Cnyra, moKaxuchb!

B nmape mMeTpoB OT Hero mpsMo U3 BO3AyXa MaTepuan30BajIach (hUrypa, moxoxas Ha BUXpa-
CTOTO MOAPOCTKA JIET IIECTHAIATH, HO TOJBKO BBIPE3AHHOTO M3 IIEIBHOrO Kycka xpycras. CKBO3b
HEro MOXXHO OBUIO pa3misgeTh MPEIMEThl, M BECh OH BHIIVISAIEN KAKMM-TO Oe3KM3HEeHHBbIM. [ 1aza —
TYCKJIbIE, TIOTaCIIIne.

—Kr0 310? — 11erotrom cripocusia Banecca, Ha BCSIKUM cityvaid CipsiTaBIINCh 3a criiHou Kpeona.

— Marnueckuii Ciyra, — orBeT1 Mar. — CyIiecTBo, opokJIeHHOe Marueii. B 00b9HOM coCTO-
SITHAW HEBU/IUM. Y HEro HeT HU YyBCTB, HH JKeJIaHUii, HU Jaxe MbIciield. OH yMeeT TOJIBKO BBITIOJHSTh
nipukassl. [IpUKasbl TOro, KTO HOCHT BOT 9TOT aMyJIeT, — YXMBLIbHYJICS OH.

— Kpyto! — cornacunace Banecca. — A 4to oH Moxer?

— Ha camowm pene He Tak yx MHOro, — mpusHai Kpeosn. — He GoJbliie, 4em mpoCcTO XOPOIIHiA
paboTHUK. TOBKO MPOCTHIE 3a1a41 — OfICKAY CIIUTb, MeOeb CIeaTh, IOM MOCTPOUT. . .

— Hy-y-y... — pazodapoBaHHO IpoTsiHy/1a BoH. — KOHEYHO, BCe paBHO KpYyTO, HO. ..

— He Topomnuch ¢ BIBoamH, XkeHIMHA, — yeMexHyJicsi Kpeon. — Brauane B3risau cama. Cryra,
yOepu 3TOT Mycop!

Marnueckuii Cityra MTHOBEHHO McYe3 W3 BUAMMOCTU. KOHTeliHep MOJIHMEHOCHO BCTal Ha
MECTO, a MyCOp, PACKHAAHHBIN 10 BCEMY MepeysIKy, caM coOO0i Havyala cOOUpaThCsl M CBATMBATHCS
Ha MecTo. [Tporcxoanso 3To ¢ Takor CKOPOCTHIO, uTO BaHecca naxe He BUeNa, KaK JIETAIOT BCE 3TH
OyMaXK{ ¥ OTpBI3KUA. MeHblIlle yeM yepe3 IBaAlaTh CeKyH]l BCe BOKPYT CHUSIO TAKOW YMCTOTOM, Kak
OyaTO 37eCh MpOIIUIa OpHraga TBOPHUKOB.

— Bor 310 nal.. — packpbuia poT OHa.
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— OH mBUKeTCs B CTO pa3 ObICTpee YesIoBeKa, U ellle Y Hero eCTh HeOOXOIUMbIE HHCTPYMEHTBI
IJIsL pa3HbIX BUJOB padoT, — MOAHSUT Najiel Mar. — PaboTaeT 3a COTHIO YesioBeK, ITPU ITOM He eCT U
HE CITUT.

— A MarvHy OH IOYMHHUTb CMOXET? — jKaJHO IIOMHTEpecoBajiach BaHecca.

— Mammuny? — 3aaymaicst Mar. — He 3Hato, HO Bpsij jin... Koneuno, marnueckuit Cyra ymeer
MHOT'O€, HO OH BeJlb OUY€Hb U OYEeHb PEBHUM. .. BUauiib, TyT Ha 000pOTe HAITUCAHO Ha SA3BIKE, KOTO-
PbIii OBUT IPEBHUM YKe B MOE BpeMs. . .

— U 410, M000I MOXKET HaJIETh Ty OS3EyIIKY U TPUKA3BIBATH STOMY MapHIO?

— Koneuno, — noxan rmiedamu Kpeosn. — Xodernb rmorpoooBats?

— A mMoxHO? — oOpagoBaack Banecca.

— INoxayiicta, moueMy ObI U HET. ..

Mar cHsit aMmyJieT ¥ CaMOJIMYHO HaJIeN ero Ha Irelo JeBymkd. [TpoxiagHast menovka mpusTHO
XOJIOMJIa KOXKY, a cCaM amyJIeT IMOYTH HUYEero He BECHJI, CJIOBHO TOXe ObLI MOABEPrHYT 3aKJISATHIO
Oo6neruenus.

— JaBaii, BoH, npukaxu eMy 4To-HUOY/b, — MOCTBIIIAIICS TOJOC XyOaKcuca.

— Ceituac... cefiuac... 4epT, HUYEro He MPUXOIUT B IOJIOBY ...

Banecca ornsinenach Bokpyr. Huuero mogxonsiiero B nose 3peHusi He 0OHApYKHUIIOCh.

— Hy? — nonusn 6poss Kpeor.

— Jla IOnOXAu THI. .. — 3aKycuia ryoy Bon.

— Ilpukaxu emy pas3ioKUTh MycOp TaK, Kak OH JIeKaJl, — EXUIHO ITOCOBETOBAJ IKUHH.

— Ia orcranb Thi! CToOm, BCIIOMHMIIA !

Banecca gocrana 13 CyMOYKH CTy4aiiHO 3aXBaueHHBIHN C COOOM anesbCHH U MOHSIA ero Tiepe]
co0O0M, CIIOBHO (hakell.

— CoBepIlleHHO HEe YMEI0 UX YUCTHUTh, BCET/Ia OOPhI3TUBAIOCH, — JIOBEPUTEILHBIM TOHOM TIOSIC-
HUJIa OHA. — D, Thl, Hy-Ka, OYUCTH ero!

Huuero He npowusorwo.

— Yr0-TO Ccromanocs?

— IIpocro ThI 320b11a 100aBUTH «Ciyra», — XMbIKHYT Mar. — CrioBo-kimo4u. Kak ke nHaue oH
MOWMET, YTO Thl OOpAIACIILCA K HEMY, a He KOMY-TO Ipyromy?

— Ha? JlagHo... Ciyra, O4UCTH arneibCuH !

B cnenyronyio cekyHy KOxXypa co CKOPOCTBIO MOJTHHUH CJIETeNIa C aneJIbCHHA U JIeT/ia e B PyKy.
Ha cnaakoii MKOTH He OCTaIoCh HHA €IMHOTO KJIOYKAa IMIKYPKH.

— Kpyro, — ouenwna Banecca, fiensi anejabCMH Ha TPUA PaBHBIX JOJIU. — TOJNBKO 3a4eM OH U
KOXKXypy MHe oTaas1? Mor Obl M BHIKUHYTb, UTO % OH, COBCEM TYIIOH. . .

— Pazymeercs, — kuBHyn mar. — OH BBITIONHSET NPUKa3bl U HUYEro oosbine. M 310 oueHb
XOPOIIIO, YTO OH TAKON OE3MO3IIIBIN.

— [ouemy?

— IMotomy uto marndeckuii Ciyra, oOMaJaouid pa3yMoM, paHO WU TIO3JHO HAYMHAET TATO-
TUTBCS CBOMM TIOJIOKEHHUEM. A 3TO HEpeAKO MPUBOAUT K OyHTY. MHe M3BECTHBI 10 KpaiHel Mepe
TPU ciydasi, Korja Takoi BoT Ciyra yOrBaja COOCTBEHHOTO XO35IMHA. . .

Banecca 4yTh He 1oj1IaBMIIACh JOJIBKOM areibcuHa. OHa TMXOPaJOYHO CTSHYJIA C IIeU IETTOUKY U
BepHysia amyneT Kpeosy. ToT HEBO3MYTUMO HaJiell ero 00paTHO, PsIOM CO CBOUM CTapBhIM aMyJIeTOM,
3alIUTHBIM, U 3aMETHJT:

— OpnHaxo 31oro 60sThCs He cTouT. KoHeuHo, eciii oTaarh emy MpuKas youTb TeOst, OH BBITIOJ-
HUT U €ro, HO C TeM e YCIIEXOM MOKHO OOSIThCs M COOCTBEHHOTO HOKa. XOTS HeT, omoack. [laxe
MeHbITle. Marndeckuii Ciiyra He MOXET NPUYUHHUTL BpeAa XO3AUHY — 3TO YacTh €ro KU3HEHHOTO
Kpero.

— U kak ke Torga oHu OYHTOBAJIM? — MOJO3PUTENBHO Cripocuiia BaHecca.
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— OO6bryHOE Neno. Heouer B 3akjMHAHMU. BOJBIIMHCTBO MaroB BKJIAJIBIBAIOT B TAKUX Maru-
yeckux Chyr kxenanue padortars. JIloO0OBb K padoTe, MOHUMAEIIb ?

— Tpynoronvkamu ux Aenawt, 3HauuT? — KUBHYJa BoH. — U uTO ke B 3TOM 11710X0Tr0?

— Ciyra MocTerneHHoO CTaHOBUTCS Ooliee caMocTosTebHBIM. OH HaYMHAeT TpeOoBaTh OT XO35-
rHa paboThl — CHavYasia poOKo, a moToM Bee Oosiee HacTonunBo. Co BpeMeHeM HaJIOKEeHHBIE Ha HErO
3arpeThl ePecTaloT AeHCTBOBATh, M OH YIPOXaeT yOUTh Mara, €CJIi He TIOJTyYUT OYePEIHOTO MPHKa3a.

— Ia yx, 10 Takoro gaxe Haim rnpogcoo3bl He TogyManuchk! — ¢ppipkHyiaa Banecca. — U uro —
youBaiot?

— Penko. BosbIIIMHCTBO MaroB 10yMbIBAETCS 10 OOBIYHOW B TAKOM CJTy4ae YJIOBKH — IOPYUYHTh
Cnyre Heuto Hepazpemmmoe. CKaxkeM, CBUTh BEPEBKY U3 MECKa WM BbIUEpPIaTh MOPE JIOKKOH. ITO
3aHMMAaeT TaKOe CYIIECTBO Ha HEONpeaeIeHHO OITUI CPOK.

— A elrie UM MHOT/IA IAIOT ¥ MarMYeCKUe CUIIBI, — MoBeiasl XyOakcuc. — §1 Koraa-To 3Hasl OHOTO
Mmara, Biajeoriero Takum Ciyroit. OH HasbiBasl ero «He 3Hato Uto».

— ITo-Moemy, B eTCTBE s YMTaa CKa3Ky O YeM-TO B 9TOM pojie. .. — 3alyMasiach BaHecca.
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I'naBa 5

Bepnysumick jomoni, Kpeosn nepeeiM J1eJ10M Hayall BO3UThCSA ¢ amysieToM Clyru, TecTupysl Ha
BCsIKHE BCTPOEHHBIE MakocTH. Kak OH 0OBsICHUI cTeHaM, B CIy4allHO HaWJEHHOM amyJieTe MOXeT
BCTPETUTHLCS BCE, YTO YTOAHO, BILUIOTH /IO elle OJHOTO AeMOHA — BPakAeOHOTO.

Crenam — notomy uto Banecca u XyOakcuc He roxenaii cMOTPeTh Ha ero padoty. Mim 6osbiiie
HPaBUJIOCh CMOTpPETH TesieBu3op. Kpeon, pasymeercs, y:xacHO oOUesCs, HO Ha 3TO TOXE HUKTO HE
0OpaTuJI BHUMaHUS.

— Hacrosmux mMactepoB HUKOrIa He IEHST, — MPUIJTYIIEHHO Oyp4ai oH. — YTo 311ech, 4To B
[Iymepe. ..

Bypuast oH npuriyieHHo, HO BCe K€ Tak, YTOObI €ro CIbIIaIi B coceqHel KoMmHare. [laxe
ABEpb OTKPbUT MOIIMpPE, YTOOBI BCE BOKPYT 3HAIU, KAK OH HEJJOBOJIEH.

BoHn HemeJIeHHO cfienasa 3ByK MorpoMye.

— 51 Bce paBHO He MOTY MOHSITh, — HAXMYPHJI €JUHCTBEHHBIN I71a3 XyOaKcHC, TyIO MSJISCh B
skpaH. OH HEe IOHMMAJI HU CJIOBA, HO BCE paBHO CMOTpeJl. — ECii 3TOT 4esloBeK MPaBUIIbHO OTBETUT
Ha BOIIPOC, eMY JaAyT JeHbIU?

— Ara, — paBHOIYIIHO KMBHYyJa Banecca. — [IBaauate aosapoB. OTBETHUT ellle — MOJIy4rT
OOJIBILIE.

— A eciu OH OTBETUT HempaBWIbHO? Ero KazHAT? — ¢ BUIMMOW HAAEKA0M CIIPOCUIT J)KUHH.

— Her, koneuno! IIpocTo OH He NOMYYUT MpU3.

— Yro, naxe najkamu Outh He OyayT?

— He Gynyr.
— U naxe rBo3/pb B CIIUHY HE BOOBIOT?
— Hy u danTasum xe y 1e0s1... — yKOPH3HEHHO MOKavasa roinosoi Banecca.

— Hy u 4T0 e TyT TOr/1a MHTEpecHOro? — Bcepbe3 pazodyapoBajics Xyoakcuc. — [Tokaxku mydre
r1aauatopckue oou!

Banecca u cama He moOmIa Bce 3T BUKTOPUHBI, TO3TOMY 0€3 0COOBIX BO3paKEeHHIA TPUHSIIACH
IIEJIKaTh KaHaJaMH, UIla YTO-HUOY/Ib, YTO MOXKHO OyJeT BblAaTh 3a Ooi miaguaTopos. Eil moBesio —
yXke MOcJIe MATOro MepeKIIoUeHUs] OHA MOMNala Ha PeCIMHT. XyOaKCUC MOMEHTAIbHO 3aUHTEPeCco-
BaJICA.

— OT0 MIaAUaTOpPhI?

— Ja.

— A nouemy oHu 0e3 opyxus?

— Takue BoT m1aguaTopsl! — pa3ipaxkeHHO OrpbI3HyJIach BoH.

— Kynaunbiit 60¥ — 3aHsTHE U151 YEPHH, — TYT e BbIHEC CBOW BepIUKT MkUHH. OH elle mnapy
CEKYH]I CMOTpeJI, a MOTOM BO3MYIIEHHO 3aBomiI: — [la 310 HeHacTosiumii 60! Bee mopcrpoeHo!
CMmoTpH, CMOTPH, Kak 3TOT yJapuil TOro TabypeTkoi, a y Toro aaxe pedpa He TpecHyu! Tak He
ObIBaer!

— A MOJXeT, OH IPUKPBIT MAarn4e€CKUM LLIUTOM, — [TOAAJI TOJIOC BCE XOpoLIo chbiaumii Kpeo. —
ITomHio, Korna st ObUT HOAMACTEPbEM, TO MOAPAOATHIBAN TEM, YTO MIOMOTaJl HAEMHBIM OOMI[AM BBIWT-
PBIBaTh MapH. .. 3aKyTaellb TAKOTO B CUJIOBOI KOKOH, U O€ii ero 4em Xxouelib, XOTb XpaMOM DHIIUIIA. . .

— He-a, x03s11H, ecim 6 ThI caM BUIEI, Thl Obl TAK HE TOBOPHUI! — PEIIMTEIbHO OTKa3acs XyOak-
cuc. — [la oH ke siBHO Briosicwiisl yaapui! Bee noactpoeHo, TouHo! B aTom Mupe faxe riaauatopsl
yiepOHbie!

Banecca HeZ0BOIBHO Mokaia ryObl. PecTiiMHI el u caMoil He HpaBWIICS, HO Kakoe IpaBo
MMeEET 3TOT OE3HOIMi KOPOTBHIIIKA pyrath TO, B UeM HUYEro He HOHUMAeT?

Kpeosn Tem BpemeHeM 3akoH4MIT ¢ aMysieToM. OH He HallleJl HU4ero Nol03pUTeNIbHOIO, HO BCe
PaBHO MPOOJIKAII COMHEBATHCS. UTOOBI yCIIOKOUTHCSI OKOHYATEIHHO, OH PN TPUOETHYTh K TsIKe-
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JIOMY OPYXHIO — OMTHOMY M3 CBOUX JIMUHBIX JEMOHOB. Mar pe3Ko MOJIOCHY/T PUTYaJIbHBIM HOKOM I10
3aMsCTHIO, KAITHYJ KPOBBIO B TIOJCTABJIEHHYIO Yallly ¥ BIOJITOJI0Ca IpoOypyat:

— TBouM UMeHeM U CBOel KpOoBbIO s rpusbiBaio Teds1, Ckapamax. [Ipuay u pacckaxu MHe Bce,
YTO 51 KEJAl0 3HaTh, IMeHeM Map/yKa U ISTHIECATH ero Boruiomenui. [1puay u ucneit Mmoeit KpoBH,
OTJIAHHOU JJOOPOBOJILHO.

Ckapamax He BXOOWJI B JIETMOH DJIUTropa, COOTBETCTBEHHO, HE MONaaal Moj JeUCTBUE J10r0-
BOpa, 3aKJoueHHOro Kpeosom B He3amnaMmsTHele BpeMeHa. [1oaToMmy eMy MpUXOIMIOCh TUIATUTD —
3a]apoOM OH He padoTal.

Brnipouem, HECKONBKO Kanesb KpOBH — HEOOIbIIIAs TOTeps, a TepreTh 0ok Kpeon npuBbIk ere
¢ nerctBa. Ero nepBbiii yuntesb Obu1 OyIHHOMOMEITAHHBIM MYUYHUTENIEM M YaCTEHBKO Pa3BJIeKaJICs TEM,
YTO OTpe3al CBOMM YYE€HHKaM KOHEYHOCTH, a TIOTOM BO3Bpallaj ux Ha Mecto. Tex, KTo BO BpeMs
«OTeparyu» Kprda oT 001, OH JIyMUJI A0 MOTyCMEPTH.

Co Bpemenem Kpeost Belyumsicst IepeHOCUTh Jaxke kecTodauiinue meiTku. OIHaxIbl, Korga y
yuntesisi 6ojena pyka, OH MpHKa3al YUeHUKY caMoMy OTpe3aTh cebe Hory — u Kpeon choenan ato,
HE MOPTHYB IJ1a30M.

Hano Obu10 BUzIETh, Kak paIoCTHO CMEsUICS CTaphlil Xauiai. . .

Ckapamax He 3aMeTii sIBUThCs. TIoSBIIICS MPSIMO M3 BO3/yXa M 3aBUC Ha YPOBHE KMUBOTA
Kpeona — TemHO-Oypast TBapb pa3MepoM C YeJIOBEUECKYIO TOJIOBY, MIOX0Kas HA HEMMOBEPHO pa3ku-
pesiiero nayka. Bocemp nmay4bmx HOr HA MOXHATOM TYJIOBHIIIE, HECKOJIBKO TOHKHX M JIJTMHHBIX «YCH-
KOB», TOPUAIIMX U3 CIIMHBI, ¥ TOJIOBA, CJIOBHO y ’KYKa, HO C BOYbUMH YEITIOCTSIMH.

Menkuii 1eMOH OOBIYHO KCIIONB30BAICS KaK pa3 AJisl TOro, YTOoObI MPOBEPATH MPEIMETHl U
MecTa Ha 3aTaeHHbIE MTAKOCTH, HO €ro0 MOXHO OBUIO UCTIONB30BaTh M IPYyrUMU criocodamu. Hanpumep,
MpPUKa3aTh KOro-HUOYb YOUTb... B TOM YHCIIE TOTO, KTO €ro MpU3BaJl.

Kpeos mouyBcTBOBaT sKKEHUE — 3aLIUTHBINA aMyJIeT TOJIBKO YTO He Kpryasl 00 OMacHOCTH.

— Yro 310 3HAUUT, OTpoabe JIsHra?! — yrpoxatore o6o3pen Ckapamaxa Mar.

Ho ToT He cyen HyXHBIM Jaxe no3popoBarbces. Jlummb nocmoTpen Ha Kpeona cBonmu acert-
YaThIMH I71a3UIIAMH, PE3KO PACKPbLT IACTh M BHICTPEJIHJI TOHYalIIeH nayTuHKou. Ero naytrHa mMorsa
MIPOH3UTH CTAJTIbHYIO CTEHY, HO cefiuac OeccllaBHO PacTBOPHMIIACK, MOTJIOMICHHAs 3aKIsaTheM JIMuHOi
3aimuThl.

OpHaxo 3a Hel TYT ke MoceA0BaIa ele OHa. .. pa3pyluuBIIas Apyryo JInyHyo 3amury.

3aTo TpeThsl MayTWHA TMpoluia ckBo3b Kpeonma, Kak CKBO3b MAacjo, OCTaBUB KPOIIEYHYIO
ABIPOYKY B IPYIM U OIIYyIIIEHHE PE3KOH OOIH.

Bce 310 3an:10 cexynasl Tpu. Kpeon, He oxunaBimii nmpeaaresnsctBa or Ckapamaxa, OfHOTO
U3 CaMBIX HAJeKHBIX CBOMX KOHTAaKTOB, B TIEPBOE MIHOBEHHE HE COOOPA3MII 3AIUTUTHCS.

Ho notoM g0 Hero goruio.

— UpeBo Tuamar! — BO3MyIIIeHHO B3peBeJI OH, OJTHOBPEMEHHO aKTUBHUPYS ABa 3aKJIUHAHUS —
Hocnex Mapnyka u Ornennoe Korbe.

Hocnex Mapayka uCriosnb3yeTcsi B OCHOBHOM MTPOTUB BPaXA€OHBIX 1eMOHOB JI9HTa — /17151 HUX
OH MOJ00EH HEPYIIMMOMY 3aCJIOHY.

Ornennoe Kombe xe... [IpeacraBbre ceOe OrHEHHbIA CTONO TOMIIMHOW B PYKY, ObIOIIUH U3
YeJIOBeUeCKOM JIQ/IOHH, U BbI IOMMETe, KaK Maru MpeICTaBIsIoT ceOe KOIbsl.

Ckapamax ¢ HedeJoBeuecKou ObICTpoTOW yBepHYJcsi o OrHenHoro Korbsi u momHsuics K
caMoMy TOTOJNKY. Kpeosn rHeBHO 3apeiyan u Opocwn 3akistue [lapanmdya. Brpouem, ocoGoro
adexTa 310 He npousseso — [lapasny He 0OYeHb-TO XOPOIII MPOTHB AEMOHOB. TeM Oosee MogoOHbIX
Ckapamaxy — JHMIIEHHbIX Jake HaMeKa Ha KPOBb.

Jletyunii mayk SI3BUTENIHO OCKQJIMJICSI U BBICTPEJIMJI LEJbIM CHOIIOM MAyTHH, MPOIIMBIINX
HACKBO3b MeOeJIb U CTEHbI, HO He OCTABMBIIMX Ha Mare Aaxe napanunsl. Oqaako Jocnex Mapmyka
3aMETHO MOTYCKHEN — HUKAKOE 3alMTHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE HEe XPAaHUT CBOETO cosfaresisi BeuyHo. OmHU
IENCTBYIOT ONpelesIeHHOe BpeMsi, Apyrve MOMIOMAIT WM OTPaKaloT ONMpPEAeTeHHOE KOJIMYECTBO

53



A. B. PynazoB. «Apxumar»

yZIapOB, TPETHU 3AIMUINAIOT TOJIBKO OT YE€ro-TO KOHKPETHOTrO, BPOJE OrHsI WJIM MOJIHUM, YeTBEPThIE
MOKUPAIOT CIIMIIKOM MHOTO MaHBI, MAThe 00JIaIal0T HETTPUATHBIMUA TTOOOUHBIMU d(pPeKTamu. . .

Kpeosn coBepmm qukuii KyJIb0UT, YBEPTHIBAsSCh OT OUEPEIHON MOPLUH AEMOHHUYECKON Tay-
THHBI ¥ PHIOKOM TPBITHYJI K KPOBATH, e Jexana Marndeckas 1ernb. OpHako Ckapamax OTIMYHO
3HaJI, 4TO 3TO 3a mTyKa (Kpeon HeOmHOKpaTHO MPUMEHST €€ U IPOTUB HEro), MO3TOMY MOJHUEH
BKJIMHUJICSI MEX]ly MaroM 1 €ro MHCTPYMEHTaMH, YTPOKalole PacKpbIB nacth. Kpeosn ynapu B Hero
MornHuei, 1 oKa JeMOH OWiIcsl B aroHu (0T MOJTHUM MIOYTH HEBO3MOKHO YBEPHYTHCSI, HO TIPOTHB
JIeMOHOB, No100HbIX CKapamaxy, OHa He CIIMIIKOM-TO 3(p(peKTUBHA), OH YAAPUJI IO HeMy 3BYKOBBIM
Pe3onancom, otopocuB Ckapamaxa K CTeHe.

— Ara! — npopeBesn Mar, xBaras 1emnb. — Hy teneps nepxuch, orpoabe JIsnra!

— Uro y Tebs 3mech npoucxoaut?! — Bozonwia BaHecca, TONBKO ceifyac OTOpBaBHIAsCS OT
teseBu3opa. OHu ¢ XyOaKCHUCOM TaK YBJIEKJIMCh HACKBO3b (DaJIBIIUBBIM, HO BEChbMa 3aXBATHIBAIOIIM
60eM COBpEMEHHBIX «IJIaJIMaTOPOB», YTO COBEPIIEHHO HE CIIBIIIAIN 3BYKOB OMTBBI U3 COCETHEN KOM-
Hatbl. — Kakoro yepra, 310 4TO eine 3a xykep?!

— IIpous otciona!!! — B3peBen mar, pacKkpyuuBasi Hajl rOJIOBOM 1ieIb.

Ckapamax HHUCKOJIBKO He uctyrajcs. OH OmycTUsICs MOHMIKE U BHICTpesvi nayTuHoi Kpeomy
B kuBOT. [locrex Mapiyka oTpasul v 3TU 3apsijibl, HO CTajl TaKUM OJ€HBIM, UTO JJaXe Jypak Obl
TMIOHSLT — ellle MApPOoYKa YJapoB, U OH MCTAeT OKOHYATEIIHHO.

A Kpeosn, Kak Ha310, UCTpATUIT YKe BCE, YTO MOIVIO IPUTOAUTHCS. Te 3aKIMHAHuS, YTO elle
OCTAJIUCh B MIaMSITH, HUKOMY M HUEM He MOTJI HABPEHTh.

Ioka Kpeon xiyiectan nenblo, MbiTasich XOTh Pa30K MOMACTh MO B30YHTOBABIIEMYCsI AEMOHY,
Banecca ycrniena coerats 3a nrctonerom. OHa Tak CHeluia, 9To 1O MyTH MOCKOJIB3HY/IACh, yraia 1
yXKaCHO ynmoOsia KOJIEeHKY.

— A Hy, He IBUraThcsl! — 3aBOIMMIIA OHA, HAIIEIMBASICh HA )KYTKYIO TBapb.

Ckapamax naxe He nodecaiicsi. OH pa3uHyJI NACTh MOUIMPE U BHICTPENIUI TAKUM ITYyYKOM I1ay-
THHBI, YTO XBaTUJIO Obl YOUTH ciioHa. Kpeos B mocneqHee MrHOBeHUe ycren BHIOPOCHTH TOCTIEHEe,
YTO y HEero ocraBajioch — OrHeHHYI0 Aypy, HO ee XBaTWJIO JIMIIb Ha JBE TPETH MayTUHOK. Bobiiyio
YacTh OCTABIIMXCS MOracuiy kajkue octarku [llura Mapayka, HO ABE WM TPH Ay THHKH TIPOLIVIIH
Kpeoiny %&uBOT.

Banecca HEBOJIBHO 32)KMypHJIACh, MPEACTABUB, KaK 3TO JODKHO OBITH OOJNBHO, W, TIOYTU HE
EJISICh, BHICTpPEITIIA.

— HNa-a-a-a!!! — nuko 3apeBen Kpeos, nagas Ha criuny.
— 51 pa3Be He momnaa? — UCIyraHHO MPOJIETIETANA IeBYIIKA.
— INomana. .. — mpoxpuries Mar, Aepkach 3a KUBOT, U3 KOTOPOTO PYYbsIMH XJIeCTaja KPOBb. —

O, moe Oproxo. .. Cuiia xe3up Me'ay Tek-Keppuo. . .

— Bon, crpensii, crpensii xke! — 3aBormmn Xybakcuc. — X035MH MyCT — Bee 3aKIMHAHKUS KOH-
YUJTUCH !

Banecca nociyiiHo BeicTpenwia eie pa3. M Ha 3ToT pa3 Bce-Taku nonajia Tyaa, Kyjaa Iesu-
nack — Ckapamax paHbllie He CTAJIKHMBAJICSI C OTHECTPEIbHBIM OPYKHEeM U He TOI03peBal, 4TO MUCTO-
JIET MOXET OKa3aThCsl He MeHee onacHbIM, Hexenu marus. axke npumep Kpeona He Hayuus ero
OCTOPOKHOCTH.

[Tpob6urtsiii myneit Ckapamax TOHEHBKO TICKHYJT, 3aBaIMBasich HAOOK. [IJ1s1 IeMOHa ero ypoBHS
Takasl paHa — MYCTSK, OH 3aJieur1 Obl ee 32 MUHYTY... HO Kpeoiy 3Toro XBatuiio, 4toObl JOYUTATh
3aKJIMHAHUE.

Komnbe Mapayka.

Mapayk — camoe MpoKJIMHaeMoe UMsl cper AeMOHOB JIsHra. HukTo apyroit He NMpUYMHUI
UM Bpea OoJbllie, YeM 3TOT BOMH-MAr, IOCjIe CMEPTH CTAaBIIUU OHUM W3 CHJIbHEHIX OoroB. Bee
Jy4dIave 3aKJIMHaHWA, YTO y6I/IBaIOT JEMOHOB WJIM 3alIUIIAI0T OT HUX KE, HOCAT UM MapnyKa.
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3akJIMHaHKE 0Ka3aJI0Ch HA PEKOCTh YOOMHBIM. JIMINMBIIMIACS I71a3a U MOJIOBHUHBI JIanok, Cka-
pamax yman Ha moj. JKyTkas TBaph BBITJISfIela MEPTBOM, HO... HO BOBCE TaKOBOU He Obuta. [laxe
ceiyac OH BCE €IIe MOT OIIPAaBUTbCS, MO BEPHYTbCS K JKU3HMU.

Ecnu Ob1 eMy Janu Takyio BO3MOXKHOCTb.

Onnako Kpeon, nepecunuBast 60J1b, MOAHSIICS Ha HOTY U SIPOCTHO XJIECTHYII LIETIBIO IO IEMOHY-
npenaresio. TOT MOACKOUMII, KaKk HayThIi ObI4Mii My3biph. Ha Oypom Opioxe mosiBrIach spKO-Kpac-
Hasl 1I0JI0Ca, CJIOBHO OT OXOra.

— I'oBopu, uepBb B HaBo3e Tuamat u BoeHayanbHuKa ee Kunry! — npoperyan Kpeon, xjaectHyB
ero erie pas. — ['oBopu!

— YT0 roBopUTH-TO? — HA YMCTOM LIyMepckoM npockpunen Ckapamax. Ero yemoctu He 1ieBe-
JIMJTACH — TOJIOC CIIOBHO OBl POXKIAJICS TE-TO B KUBOTE.

— ITouemy ThI Hanan Ha MeHsl, 4epBb?! Kto Tebs nepekymnuin — Tpoii, Memen Pyx-ax?! Kro?!

— Mar... — ¢ TpyIoM BHIaBUJI U3 ceOsl NCKaJIeYeHHBIN IeMOH. — Mar. ..
— Kakoit mar?! Hy?! Pa6, nonaii-ka Moii HOX!
— Ceityac OyayT IBITKH. .. — 3IOPAAHO XUXUKHYJI KPOBOKAJHBIN KUHH.

— A Hy-Ka, CcTOATh! — pelmmuTeNbHO MpeceKksa ero nomoia3HoBeHus: Banecca. — Kakue ere
meiTku?! Bel He y ceOst B BaBuiione, 31o Bam Coeaunennbie [1Itati! Hukakux mbIToK!

— 3TO 1IeMOH, IEMOHOB MOXHO, — oduzescs XyOakcuc. — Xo35uH, CKaxu!

— Momuats, pad, — OypkHys Kpeos. OH mpucest Ha KOPTOUKH PsijIoM € TiouT MepTBbiM CKapa-
MaxoM M TUXO TMPOIIeNnTall, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH roomke: — Obemtaio, orponse JIsHra, ecm Thl He CKa-
KeIllb, KTO 3aIuiaTiil Tede 3a MpefaTesbCcTBO, 5 MOCaKy Teds B KJIeTh U OyIy MBITaTh CTOJIBKO BEKOB,
CKOJIBKO MPOKUBY CaM — a XKHUTb s COOUPAIOCH JO-OJITO. . .

— Tpoii... — mpoxpunen Ckapamax. — Tpoil. ..

— Korpa sto 6su10?! Korga et emy nponancs?!

— HaBHo... OueHb JaBHO... MHOIO BEKOB...

— Ho Tpoit mepts, TbI, ucuague JIsnra! PasBe moroBop ¢ ToOOW NEWCTBUTENEH TOCTE €ro
cmeptu?!

— Tpoi... xus...

— Tpoit xuB?! Kak?! I'ne ou?!

— He 3na0... bonbiie HAvero. .. OTmycru. ..

— Ornycrutb Te6s1? — x0xoTHY1 Kpeoin. — Otmyctuts?! [la Tbl, TO-MOeMy, COATHIL, eMoH! S
elle He COIIIeN C yMa — OTITyCKaTh BparoB kuBbIMU. Hy-Kka, pad, momory. . .

XybaKkcuc OTIIMYHO 3HAJI, UTO HAJO JAesaTh. Kpeos oKpyKi1 He MOTYIIIEro Aaxe MOIIeBeTUThCS
J€MOHA MaryecKoy LeNblo, a J)KUHH 3aBEpTeJICSl HaJl Hell, TBOPs B BO3/yXe WLIIO30pHBIE NeyaTu
OIHOM U TOH ke (POPMBI — KPOBABO-KPACHBI KPYI' € MONEPEYHOM MOJIOCO, YKPALIEHHON BOJHU-
CTBIMM JIMHUSIMUA Y UCKPUBJICHHOW CBACTMKOW B JIEBOM YIJTy. Mar MOTHSUT JKe371 M Haval YuTaTh
CTpalllHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE:

Kunm, kur! I'opu, ropu!

S csi3biBato TeOs! S ckoBbIBalO TeOs!

S ornato Tedst ['uppe, Bnagpike Orus!

Ha napyer Beunoonasstiomuii ['uppa cuiny moum pykam!
Ha napyer Bnagpika Orus ['uoun crry Moum gapam!
V1yk Xyn Ta Apaara!l

Ha obparsaTcst TBOM MOTpoXa B mene!

Jla obparurcs TBOSI IJIOTH B rieren!

Jla oOpaTtutcs TBOM pa3ym B mieren!

Jla oOpatutcs TBOs jayiia B rierned!

4 ornato TBOM OOpa3 rmiamenu ['modmy!
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Topu!

Kurnn!

He 51, Ho Mapayk, cbiH DHKH, TIpUKa3biBaeT Tede!
Kakkammy! Kanmna!

Otponbe TbMbI, BO3BpaIIancs Tyaa, OTKyAa Thl TPOU30IIIes!
Otponbe TbMbl, U3bIIM B IEPBO3JaHHBIN Xaoc!

Otponbe TbMbI, CUM 51 pa3pyliam TBOIO AyIry!

C KaXIpIM CJIOBOM HaJl MArMUECKOH TIETIbI0 BCE BBIIIIE B3ILIMAJIUCH SI3bIKM CHHETO OTHsI, HAKJIO-
HSIOIEToCs HaJ TUICHeHHBIM ieMoHOM. Ckapamax KajlOOHO CKpPHIIENI, HO TOIIA Ikl He TTPOCKIT — OH
caMm He momaau Obl Kpeosa, okakuch cyacThe B OMTBE HA €ro CTOPOHE.

Ay Hero ObLTH BIIOJTHE peasTbHBIE IITAHCH — eCJi Obl He BhICTpesT BaHecchl, OH BITOJIHE MOT OfI0-
neth Kpeona. CIUIIKOM yX yIauHBIN eMy BbIITaJ MOMEHT — TOJIbKO TIOCJIE OKUBJIEHUS, €Ille TOJTKOM
HE BOCCTAHOBUBIIMICS, MOUTH Oe3 3aKJuHaHMI. .. Kpeosn B camoM jiesie ObLT JIETKOW JT0ObIYEH.

C nocneqHUM cIOBOM 3akJimHaHus1 CkapaMax MPOTUBHO B3BU3THYJI M PACCHITIAJICS CEPhIM TIeTl-
nom. Banecca 3auapoBaHHO HaOMIOaNa, KaK racCHET CUHUI OrOHb M Kak Kpeos mogdupaeT packaivs-
HIyIOCS 1IeTIb, TaXe He OOKUrasich.

— Tpoit xuB... — Mpa4yHO ToYecan mogdopoaok mar. — Kus... UpeBo Tuamar, Kak emy 31O
ynanoch?.. VI CKONBKUX ellle W3 MOUX JIEMOHOB OH IMepeKynui? XOpoIlo XOTh, JIETHOH DIIUropa eMy
HeronBacteH. .. Ho Tenephb mpuaercss paboTaTh OCTOPOXKHEE. ..

— Kro takoii Tpoii? — norpeboBaia orBera Banecca.

— Tlo kpaiiHeit Mepe, OH He 3HaeT, YTO 51 BOCKpec — MHave yaapwi Obl cam. [Toka 4ro MeHs
J0CTajia BCEro JIUIIb CTapasi JIOBYIIKA. . .

— K0 Takoii Tpoii?!

— Kak nymaers, pad, kKak eMy yIajioch CTOIBKO MPOKUTH? MokeT ObITh, KOHEYHO, OH TOXE
CIaJI BCE 3TH TOJIbI, HO €CJIM HET... ApXMMary He MPOKUTh MATh THICSAY JIET. .. a BOT Beiciiemy. .. Op-
p-p- .. Tpoii cran Beiciim Marom?! Xynmmii Moii HOYHOM KoLIMap. . .

— Kro! Takoii! Tpoit?! — Banecca yxe efBa cepKUBaiach, 4ToObl He YIAPUTh CJIOBHO HAPOYHO
urHopupymomero ee Kpeoua.

— A Te0s OBl cireIoBaIIO OTIIPABUTH Beliea 3a CkapaMaxoM, KeHIUHA! — pe3Ko TOBEepHYJICS K
Helt Kpeor.

Banecca ax poT pacKpblia OT TAKOTO 3asIBJICHUS.

— 3a yto?! — BO3MYTHJIACh OHA.

— A BOT 3a 3T0... — MPOCKPHIIENT 3y0aMu Mar, CHUMasi pyoariky. B ero xxuBote 3usiyia Takast
JBIPUINA, YTO Oy/Ib HA €ro MecTe OOBIYHBIN YeJIOBEK, OH YKe JIaBHO MCTeK Obl KpOBbIO. — Ellie uyTh
TIOHWKE, U TIPOIIAl, HaJIe)KIa Kora-HuOyJp 003aBecTrch motoMcTBoM! Pab, momait MHe HOX !

—41... 1 He xotena. .. — y’acHo ucnyraiach Bon. — 51 xe 1ebs1 cracna!

— IMostomy s Tebs1 U Tipornaio, — MmpadHo cooout Kpeon. — Yto 3a 6e3yMHBIT Mup — JII0OOM
AypaK MOXET B35ITh TAKOU apTedakT, Kak y Tedsl. . .

— DTO Ha3bIBAaETCS «IHCTOJIET», XO3(WH, — YXMBUIBHYJICS JUKWHH, JOTAIIMB HAKOHEI-TO HOX
BJIBOE OOJIBIIIE €r0 CaMoro.

— Kakas pasnumna. .. Het, Hano HaBepTeTh Ha ceOs TOOOJbIIE 3alIUTHBIX 3aKTMHAHUNA — TBOW
MUp ellle XyXke MOEro, a TyT U Tpoil K¥B, OKa3bIBAETCH. . .

— Tax ThI He cepauIIbCSA? — OCTOPOXKHO yTOUHMIA BaHecca, I Ha OKPOBABJIEHHOTO Mara.

— Her. Ho u Gnaropaputh He Oyay — Thl COBEpIIWIA JIII MEHSI OJHO IOJIe3HOE JIEJI0 U OTHO
aypHoe. Itoro — HOJb.

— A 3ayeM tebe Torma HOX?

Kpeor 3100HO ckpuriHyT 3yd0amul ¥ TPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATT, 3a4eM eMy HOX — CTaJl KOBBIPSIThCS
B paHe, U3BJIeKas 3aCTPsABIIYIO Mymo. Eciiu eMy 1 ObIJIO O0JBHO, OH 9TOTO HE MOKa3bIBAL.
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BriTamus mymo, mar mpodopmorait 3aroBop Mcrenenus — mysneBoe OTBEpCTHe Havallo cTpe-
MUTEJIPHO YMEHBINATHCS, TIOKa KOKa He COMKHYJIaCh. 3a KOMITAHUIO WCIIEUJICS M BeCh )KUBOT, CTaB
PO30BBIM M YUCTBIM.

— A Bce-Ttaku — K10 Takout Tpoi? — He orcraBaiia Banecca.

— Moii nasibHUI pOACTBEHHUK . . . — HEOXOTHO OTBeTHII Mar. — [1o3op Haiero pona. Kaxkercs, ero
npaje/ Npuxoauicss OpaTtoM Moel 6adyIke. .. Wi Hao0opoT — ero GadyIka OblJIa CeCTPOU MOETO
npajena. ..

— Tsl gaxke He NOMHHIIIb, KeM OH TeOe MpUXoauTcsi? — ynuBuiach BoH. — [ieMsIHHUKOM WK
nsamen?

— Kakas paznuna... — ormaxsyics Kpeosn. — YV MeHs MOJTHO pOACTBEHHUKOB. .. ObuIO0. aib-
HUX, TIpaBja — OJM3KUX BOOOIIE HUKOrO. MaTh ymepia pojamH, OTell... OTell, I0-MOeMy, BOoOIIe
BCIIOMHMHAJI O MOEM CYIIECTBOBAHMM TOJIBKO KOIZIA 51 TIOMajaajcs eMy Ha riasa. f poauics, koraa
eMy ObLJIO CeMBbJIECST — OH TOXe ObLT Marom, a Mbl cTapeeM MezJieHHee. bpaTtbeB u cectep y MeHs
He OBLIO0, IETEN — TOXE. . .

— A xeHa?

Kpeon ckopum Takyio poxy, uto Banecce cpa3y cTayio siCHO — OH U3 TeX, KOro IMPUHSTO Ha3bl-
BaTh YO€XKJIEHHBIMU XOJIOCTSKAMHU.

— Her, Hamo cpodHO mepecensiTbesl B Apyrou oM, — nomkai ryost Kpeon. — Eciu Tpoit kuB,
HYKHO TOTOBUTBCS K 000poHe — KMHTY ero 3HaerT, rjie OH ceiuac 1 CKOJIbKO CHJT HakomwJI. .. He o6w
S1€r0... DTOT JIOM CJIMIITKOM OI'POMHBIN — €r0O MOCTOSTHHBIM IIIUTOM HE OKPYKHTh. .. CIIUIIIKOM JIOJTO.
[MaxmmaHop — 3T0 MO¥ CTapblid IBOpEI — sl KOHOTATHJI TTOYTH JIBA TOJ1a, U BCe paBHO He ObUT B TIOHOM
6e3omacHOCTH. .. XOTs Torga s Obul Mosioke. Ho Bce paBHO, Hy’)KHO 4TO-HUOYIL MOMeHbile. Tpoi
HE YCITOKOMUTCS. . .

— A moyemy oH BooOiie xoueT Tebst youts? S1-To qymasia, poacTBEHHHUKH JOIKHBI TIOOUTH IPYT
Apyra. ..

Kpeon u Xybakcuc neperisiHyJIiuCh, a MOTOM OJIHOBPEMEHHO 3aX0XoTaiu. OHM CMEesUTUCh TakK
J0JTO M TaK TPOMKO, uTO BaHecca Bcepbes o0uemnach.

— V¥V Hac ¢ Tpoem... crapble cueThl, — YKJIOHUMBO cKazan Kpeosn, korma orcmesiics. — Eme ¢
TeX TOp, Kak s 3aHsu1 nocT BepxoBHoro mara. OH Bceraa CUMTal, 4To 3TO ero MecTo, Hy a s, cama
MOHKMMAelllb, He coramacs. X0Ts HeT, BpY, Ha CaMOM JieJie 3TO Ha4ajioCch ropa-a3jio paHblile. . .

— DTO OH MOCJIE TOTO, KaK Thl, XO35MH. .. — BCTPsLT XyOaKcuc.

— Momnyatb, pad! — pABKHYJ Mar. — 9T0 BCe OCTaIOCh B rponuioM! Tpoit pacruiatiiicst co MHOR
CIIOJTHA, U TETephb yKe OH MHe JOJIKeH Mapy-TpouKy ku3Hei! [ToatoMy s ero yobio, — COBEpIIIeHHO
CIMOKOMHO 3aKOHYUJI OH.

— O63s1atenbHO yoberb. Ho niepest 3Tum Tede mpuaeTcst MpUBECTH B MOPSAI0K MO0 KOMHATYy ! —
HerpepekaeMbIM TOHOM noTpedoBaia Bon. — U ObicTpo!
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I'maBa 6

— 51 BBI3BIBAIO M 3aKJyIMHAIO TeOs, Ayx Arapec!

Banecca Bol1a B KOMHATy, KOrjja Mar 3akaHuMBaJl yuTaTh 3akivHaHue. IIpsamo nepen HUM
Buces XyOakcuc, IepKalliiidi B pyKax redarb Arapeca — TYMaHHbIA KPYT' ¢ YeM-TO BpOJe KyBIIMHA
Y KpecTa Ha HeM.

Bozayx cryctuicsi, 1 B KOMHaTe OoOBSIBIICS Arapec — KPYIHbIA IMMPOKOIUIEYUH JEMOH C
JIMIIOM, TIOKPBITBIM PHITBMHAMU 1 Oyrpamu. [71a3a ero npeacraBisiii coOOM 3USIONINAE JBIPHI C KUI-
KHMM OI'HEM BHYTPH, PYKH — KOI'TUCTBIE JIAIIbI.

— Cnymao ¥ MoBUHYIOCh, O Mar! — mporpemei eMoH. — YTo npukaxemis?

— O0yur MeHs1 M1 MOETO [KMHHA sI3bIKY, HA KOTOPOM T'OBOPSIT B 9TOH CTpaHe, — CAEPKaHHO
npukasan Kpeon.

— Hakonen-to coOpasics... — npoopyana Banecca. — Eie Buepa Mor Obl HayuuThCs. YUTH —
nepen JIyuc npuTBoOpsics Mo-npexHeMy, ei s yxke ckaszaja, YTo Thbl [0-aHIJIMICKU He TOBOPULIb. . .

— cnonuate? — HaXMypHJICS JEMOH, BHUMATEJIbHO CITYLIABLIMN €€ MOHOJIOT.

— Wcnonusau, ucronHsn, — MaxHysa pykoil Bon. — Cror, ocaay Ha3aa! 3Haelib 4To, UCHIOIHU-
TeJIb KeJIAHUI, OOyUYH UX ellle U KUTAHCKOMY... TaK, Ha BCAKHIA CITy4ail. ..

— IlogoxauTe MUHYTOUKY ! — Bo3MyTHIIcs: Arapec. — [1o JoroBopy 51 00s13aH UCTIOJHUTD BCETO
ozHo xenanue! OgHo! S Mory oOyunTh sA3bIKY, pa3bicKaTh YeJIOBEKA WJIM BbI3BATh 3eMJIETPSICEHUE.
Bp1 BeIOpanu obyueHue s3bIKy — omtnaHo! Ho ecni s 00yuy SI3BIKY JBOMIX, TO M TaK yke OyleT 1Ba
KeaHus !

Kpeos Hexopol11o ockaauics 1 MpoieMOHCTPUPOBA AEMOHY Marn4ecKylo 1ellb.

— Her, s 5xe He oTKa3bIBalOCh ! — moToponuics uctpaButbest Arapec. — Ho 1Ba si3bika Ha IBOMX —
3TO LIEJIBIX YEThIpe XKeJlaHus, a 9TO yxke ABHbIA nepedop! 3Haiite Mepy, yesloBeKu !

Kpeos HemHOro nocoresn, HO OTOM BCe )K€ HEOXOTHO KUBHYJI.

— JlagHo, ogHOMY aHrMiickoMy ... Ho oboux!

— O6oux, 0601X, — BHICTABUJI JIAITBl B OOOPOHUTENIBHOM KECTe IEMOH. — TaK 4TO, UCTIONHSATH?

— Ucnonusii!

— AMepuKaHCKOMY BapHuaHTy! — cHOBa BcTpsiia BoH. — A To erne Oynere ¢ OpUTaHCKMM aKLeH-
TOM pa3roBapuBarh. ..

Kpeos He coBceM MOHsI, 0 4eM OHA TOBOPUT, HO MOJTYa KMBHYII, COIJIAIASACH C ITONPABKOM.

— Hcnonzsmo. .. mogokauTe HEMHOTO. . . ucnoiHeHo. [Ipormaiire!

Arapec ucues, 1 Banecca 1oBosibHO ckentuyecku nocMorpena Ha Kpeona ¢ Xyoakcucom. Ha
NIepPBbII B3IVIA/1, HUKAKOW Pa3HULIBI HE ObLIO.

— Ckaxu-Ka 4To-HUOY/Jb, — C COMHEHHEM IOITPOCHIIA OHA.

— Yero Tebe ckazarh, KeHIIUHA?! — OKPHICHIICS Mar.

Bown npocusina. CroBa 6puti rpyOBIMH, HO OHM OBUIM CKa3aHbI HA XOPOIIIEM aHITTMHACKOM SI3bIKE.
ITpocto BenMkonenHom, 6e3 Masieiiniero akueHTa. Hu oquH amepukaHel He cMOr Obl OTIIMYUTh Mara
OT OJJHOTO U3 CBOUX COIIEMEHHUKOB.

— 51 xouy ectb! — 3asBU1 Kpeos, pacnaxusast ABepb B TOCTUHYIO.

— 51 Toxe, X035MH, 5 TOXe! — nmprcoeanHUICS XyOaKcuc.

— Monuars, pad, Te0s1 HUKTO He cripaiiyBaet. JKeHIuHa, yK1H roToB?

— Mexay npounM, y MeHsl ecTb UMsl, — cyXxo 3ametwia Banecca. — U yxuH He rotos. 5 ero
elle U He HauMHaJIa.

— IonsaTtHo, — kuBHYN Kpeon. IIpoTuB ougaHus OH BHIIVIA/ENT HEOXKUAAHHO JOBOJBHBIM. —
ITO Aaxe Xopoulo — ucisitaeM moero Hosoro Ciyry. Urak, Ciyra, NpurotoBb yXMH Ha TPOUX U
HaKpou Ha cToj!
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7KvBoii BUXpb MOHECCS HA KYXHIO U TIPOAYKTHI 3aMeJIbKAJIM B BO3/IyXe, C OCIIEHON CKOPOCTHIO
pasnensisich Ha YacTH U BHOBb COSJJMHSISICH B HOBBIX KOMITO3HIIUSIX.

— Hy, nonoxaate npuzercsi Bce paBHO, — € TIIyOOKOMBICJIEHHBIM BHJIOM BOCKJIMKHY.1a BOH.

— 310 nouemy eie?

— Jla motoMy, 4TO KakuM Obl LIyCTPHIM OH HU OBbLI, CYIl OT 3TOro ObICTpee He CBApHUTCS, —
YCMEXHyJIach JIeBYIIIKA.

— Tet HenoonenuBaerb Moero Ciyry, — pacTsHy/a ryosl B yneiOke Kpeon. — OH He cBs3aH
MOI0OOHBIMU OT PAHMYEHUSIMU.

CoBHO NOATBEP:K/1asl €T0 CJI0Ba, Ha CTOJI OPSKHYJIMCh TP TapesiKy ¢ KaKUM-TO BapeBoM. Bee
MOJT4a BO33PUJIUCh HA HUX.

— Criopy HeT, X035IH, TOTOBHUT OH OBICTPO. .. — HAPYIIWJI MOTYaHHe XyOaKcuc.

— ...HO TIOBapeHHasi KHUra Oe3HaIe:KHO ycTapena, — 3akoHuriIa Banecca. — Urto 310 3a Oypna?

B mMyTHOM Oys1bOHE I1aBaJI KAKKME-TO JIMCTOYKH, KYCOUKHU MsICa U KUPA, U ellle YTO-TO HeYI0-
6oBapuMoe. Beirnisinena crpsanHs Tak, ciaoBHO Ciyra B3sjl IEpBOE, YTO MMOMAJIOCh MOJ PYKY, BCe
M3MEJbYUJI, CBAIWJ B OJHY KYyUy, a [IOTOM JIOJITO BapwJl, IOKa BCE HE CIIMJIOCh B €IMHYIO Maccy.

— 41 94TO-TO HE MOMHIO 3TOH IPSIHU B CBOEM XOJIOJMIbHUKE, — TPUHIOXAJIACH OHA. — XOTsI TaXHET
HE TaK yX IUIOXO. ..

— Pa6, nonpooyii, — ckomargoBan Kpeos.

— A mouemy s Bce BpeMs I0JKeH mpoOoBath?! — B3OyHTOBAICS JKUHH. — [1ycTh OHa mompo-
oyer!

But y Hero ObUT TakO#M HeCYaCTHBIN, UTO BaHecce cTaso xanko 0eiHyio Kpoxy. OHa OCTOPOKHO
3a4epIiHyJia HEMHOXKO KOJIIOBCKOM Oypapl U erie 60Jiee OCTOPOKHO OTIPABUJIA JIOKKY B POT.

— Kak Hu cTpaHHO, BKYC y 9TOM APSHU Jy4llle, YeM BHEITHOCTb, — MpU3HaIa oHa. — Ha KoHKypce
KYJIMHAPOB Y Hee He ObUTO Obl HU MaJIHIIIEro IMaHca, HO €CTh BCe-TaKM MOXHO.

Kpeon HeoxoTHO morpo6oBast 1 ObUT BRIHYKAEH MPU3HATh CIPABEJIMBOCTb STOTO yTBEPKe-
HUs. BKyc okazascs ajniek oT WAeansbHOro, HO He CKa3aTh, YTOOBI COBCEM OTBPATHTEIILHBIM.

Xybakcuc Toxe permics nonpodoars. Ho He ycrnien — B iBepsX 3a3BEHENN KJIIOUH, U B TOCTH-
Hylo Bonuia Jlyuc. BeiHOMY IKMHHY HAYETrO HE OCTaBaJIOCh, KAK YMEHBIIUTHCS 10 MUKPOCKOITHYE-
CKUX Pa3MepoB.

— Bcem npusert! — Beceno nozgoposasiack Jlyuc, cHumasi KypTky. — Yxunaere? O, 1a Bbl U Ha
MeHs1 Hakpbln? Criacu6o!

VYromenue Jlync HEOKUIaHHO TOHPABUIIOCh. BBUTO OBl OUEHDb CTIOKHO OOBSICHUTH, KOMY TIpe/l-
Ha3HavyaJlach TPEThs Tapesika, nostromy Kpeos u Banecca py:kHO caenaiy BUJL, YTO UMEHHO €.

— X03511H, OHa eCT MOIO MOXJIeOKy! — pa3fascs BO3MYIIEHHBIH MMTUCK B JieBoM yxe Kpeona.

Mar TOJIbKO HATSIHYTO YJBIOHYJICS, KOBBIPSISICh B YXe.

— Bon, caenait uto-HuOYab! — NOCTBIIIATIOCh KOMAPUHOE CTPEKOTaHKe B yxe Banecchl.

JleBy1ika caenana BUj, YTO BPEMEHHO OIJIOXJIA.

— Hy, kak tam y Bac aena, B Tsanp-11lane? — mexay nesnom nouHrepecoBaack Jlyuc.

— Jla Bce mo-mipexHeMy. .. — HeornpeeaeHHo oTBeTi1 Kpeo, ragas npo cesi, rae HaxoquTcst
a1oT cambiil Tsaub-1lans? Ha3BaHue nokazajoch CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, HO OH HUKAK HE MOT TPUIIOM-
HUTb, IJIe €r0 CIIbIIIAIL.

— O, Taxk Bbl roBopute no-aHrmicku? — yauswiack Jlync. Bonpoc Hacuer Tsaub-Illansa ona
3aj1ajia YKCTO MAIIMHAIBHO. — A BUepa, MOMHUTCS, He TIOHUMAaJTM HU cJioBa. Kak e BbI Tak OBICTPO
Hay4UJIUCH?

— YcKopeHHbIH Kypc 00ydeHHsi, — KOPOTKO oTBeTwIa Banecca, OeleHo OCKaIMBIIUCh B CTO-
pony Kpeona. HeocTopo:xHBII Mar OqHUM CJIOBOM Pa3pyILINJ BCIO JIETEHY.

— Yckopennslit kypc?.. Torna koHeuHo... — Jlyuc chenana Bujl, 4TO €d BCe MOHSITHO, XOTS
CKENITUYECKUH B3IJIs] KPACHOPEUMBO CBUAETEILCTBOBAT 00 OOPAaTHOM.
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BoH ycraBmiach Ha Hee IMpeAeNbHO YECTHHIMUA OYaMH, CIIOBHO OHU WI'payi B isiaenku. Eil
yXKaCHO He XOTeJIOCh C KEM-TO AEIUTHCS CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM JIMUHBIM Marom.

Jlaxe c jydien mogpyrou.

— B «MoHnomnonmio» cerpaTh He XoTuTe? — 3¢BHYB, NMOUHTEpecoBanack JIyuc, Korma ¢ cynom
MarmyecKkoro MpOM3BOCTBA ObLJIO IIOKOHUYEHO.

Banecca monya momorasna rojioBou.

— A B «TBucrepa»?

Banecca cHoBa oTka3asace.

— Hy, Toraa crokoiHoW HOYH.

Jlyuc eme pa3 nogo3puTenbHO MOCMOTPEIA Ha 3araJoYHOro 3HakOMOTO MOJPYTH ¥ CKPbUIACh B
crasibHe. Banecca nocrenmia 3aTonkarh Mara K ceoe. JIyuc sBHO 0 4eM-To 10raJbIBajIach, HO TOJIBKO
BpSAJ1 JIM O TOM, YTO ITPOMCXOJWIIO HA CAMOM JIEJIE.

Kpeon ycrano B3HOXHYN M pa3iokuil Ha CTOJIE CBOKO pyKonuch. CerogHsi OH mucajl Kaxaylo
CBOOOJHYIO MUHYTY, U YMYIPHJICS 3aIIOJTHATh TIOUTH COPOK JIMCTOB. Ecim ydecTs 6ombInoii (popmar
CTpaHMII ¥ MEJIKUI TIOUepPK Mara, 3TO ObLT HACTOSIIINIA TIO/IBUT .

— Ecnu Gyneris paboTarth, MU B TOCTUHYIO, — COHHO OypKkHYys1a BoH. — §I co cBeTOM craTh He
MoOITIO.

— 4 Toxe He mOOMI0, — IoAHaKHYN XyOakcuc. — X03s1H, OCTaBb Hac ¢ BoH HaeauHe, a?

— Jla momen Toi! KazanoBa ogHornazas! — ockopomiack Banecca. — M BooOiie — Haiiiu cede
KOro-HUOY/Ib 10 pazMepam!

— Mbib, yto ? — XplokHy1 Kpeos. — A cBeT MoXkellb racuTh, Jail TOIbKO MUHYTY, HouHoe
3peHue npoyuuTaTh. . .

Mar 3aKOHYMJI 3aKJIMHAHWE U CaM BBIKJTIOUWIT JIaMITy ycusareM Boiv. OHAaKo mucath He mpe-
KpaTuJI Iaxe Ha CeKyH]y.

— Tonbko MOTPOHBCS 10 MeHS — yObIO... — POBOpYaia CKBO3b COH Banecca, HEOKUIAHHO
OXBavyeHHasl IPUCTYIIOM MapaHOWH.

— Jla OH ¥ He CMOKeT! — MeJTKO 3aXUXUKal XyOakcuc. — Y Hero Bce, YT HUXKe Tosica, OMEPTBEJIO
Hanpoub! O#, IpOCTH, XO351MH !

Kpeon cmepun ero TsokenbiM B3MISAAOM. B TeMHOTe ObLIO TUIOXO BUAHO, HO BOH Mmokazanoch,
YTO OH Orpesl JUKUHHA JKE3JI0M.

— Bor poiinyT pyku 0 UclieNieHust, TOria MOCMOTPHIIIb. .. — HeonpeeseHHo nooberan Kpeor,
OTBOPAYMBASICh.

B cnenyronyo munyty Banecca yxe cniaa.

— X035uH, S TMO-TIPEeKHEMY XOUy €CTh, — TUXOHbKO 3aXHBIKaJ XyOaKcHC, YOeIUBIIUCh, UYTO
Banecca yganuiack B MUp CHOBUIICHU.

— Iotepnuimb, pad, — XMypo oTpe3as Mar. — Bbl, JOKHHHBI, MOKETE TEepIEeTh CKOJIBKO YTO/IHO.
Hymaeliib, 51 He 3Ha0?

— Jla, XO35IUH, HO 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO HAM 3TO HPABUTCS, — HEJOBOJILHO MTPOOYyOHMIT XyOaKcuc.

Tem He MeHee, OOJbIIIE OH Tojloca He MoAaBal. TUIMHY HApyIIAJIO JIMIIb MOCKPUITBIBAHUE
TIePBITIIKA.

HoBpli1 3ByK MOCIBIIIANICS TOMBKO B JIBa yaca HOud. To mpocHysack U 3axotena nuth Jlyuc.
[MockomnbKy y Hee He ObUTO MPHUBBIYKY JepKaTh HAMMUTKY B CMAJIbHE, OHA C MAKCUMAJIbHON OCTOPOXK-
HOCTBIO [TPOKPAach K XOJIOAUIbHUKY.

Bynyuu mononsiM 1 0ueHb BOOIYIIIEBIEHHBIM MOJIULIEHCKMM, Banecca pearnpoBajia Ha YbU-TO
I1arv o HoYaM OJIMHAKOBO — BCKaKMBaJIa, BRIXBAThIBAJIA U3-TI0[] TOAYIIKY MUCTONET U opaja: «CTou,
crpenaTh Oynay!» MHorna ona nocrne storo crpensiiia. OObIYHO Bee-Taku cliepkuBaiack, HO JIyuc Bce
PaBHO MPUYYMUIIACh XOIUTh OYE€Hb THXO.
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OHa oTKpbLIa JIBEpIy ¥ MOPaXEHHO 3acThula. B XOMoaMIbHUKE CUJIEN KPbLUIAThId YEPTUK pa3-
MEpOM C XOMSIUKa U JIEJIOBUTO, OY/ITO TaK U HAJIO, €J1 COCUCKY BABOE Oosbile ero camoro. Jlyuc men-
JIEHHO 3aKpbiia rina3a. CHoBa oTKpbula. Hudero He M3MEHWIIOCH.

— Cryuarbcs HaJI0, IPEkK/Ie YeM IBEPb OTKPbIBATh, — OYUYUTEILHO COOOIIN Y POITUBbIN JIHJTHU-
TyT.

—A...a...a... — Bby1aBwia Jlyuc.

— I'maBHOE — He Kpu4yaTh. MBI e He XOTUM pa3OyaTh BCEX OCTABHBIX? — 3aJaJl Pe30OHHBIN
BOIPOC ypozell. — A Jydilie IPOCTO He oOpaIaii Ha MeHsl BHUMaHusA. Mexy poYnM, MeHs 3/1eCh
BoOOIIIE HeT. S TeGe CHIOCH.

Jlyuc mMenJieHHO 3aKkpbuia JBEpIy XOMOAWIbHUKA. [Iprcionuiack Kk Oeoi OBEPXHOCTHU CITH-
HOW M HECKOJIBKO CEeKYHjI CTOsila HemoABMKHO. [ToTomM moBepHysach M pelvTeIbHO JepHYIa 3a
PYUKY.

Ueprrka BHYTPH YyXe He ObUIO. 3aTO OCTaIach HeOeIeHHAs MOJIOBUHKA COCUCKU. Ecmu mipu-
CMOTPEThCA, €Ille MOKHO ObIJIO Pa3IIsAIeTh OTIEYaTKU KPOIEUHBIX 3yOOB.

Jlyuc BHUMaresipHO mocMoTpesia Ha cocucky. Ilonymana.

[ToToM OHa cbesa COCUCKY.

Banecca npocHynach, Korga COJHIE Yke JaBHO BeTano. CBeT 3alMBasl BCIO KOMHATY, ObUIO
TEIUIO, YIOTHO U HE XOTEJIOCh BCTaBaTh. XOTEIOCh TOBAIATHCS €IIle YaCOK — MPOCTO TaK, HUKY/AA He
TOPOIISICh. A TIOTOM TMO3aBTPaKaTh 'PEHKAMU U SUIHUTICH.

Kpeorn cupen B 10l ke 1o3e, B Kakoi OHa ocTaBujia ero Buepa. C ofHoM HEOOMBIION pasHUTICH —
ceiyac ero rojioBa Jiexxajia Ha KHUTe, a 171a3a ObUTH 3aKphIThL. [loxoxke, Mar Bce ke MepeolieHuT CBOU
CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTJIa TOBOPWJI, UTO JIOJITO He Oy/IeT HyKJIaThCs B CHE.

Banecca nocmotpena Ha Hero ¢ ymusienueM. [loutu Tak xe oHa cmotpena Ha Pnaddu, korna
TOT yCTaBaJl UTPaTh C TUTIOIIEBOM MBIIIKOHM U 3aCHINaJT MPSIMO TOCPEIH KOMHATHI.

CkocuB m1a3a BHM3, OHa OOHapyxkmia U XyoOakcrca. HeCHOCHBIN IKMHH, MOCAB K YepTIM
BCI0 KOHCIHMPALMIO, CTIAJI MPSIMO y Hee Ha kuBoTe. CHavasa OHa XOTesa CTPSXHYTh €ro Ha IoJ, HO
CIISIIMNA JUKAHH BBHITJIET CUMIIATHYHEE, YeM JISTAIOIIMI 1 OTITYCKAIONIMIA CKaOpPE3HOCTH, TaK 4TO
Bon pemmia nomaauTe Harsena.

Ho BcraBath Bce paBHO ObUIO HYKHO, TIOTOMY OHA aKKYPaTHO BBICKOJIb3HYJIa U3-TIO]] Ofesia,
cTapasich He IOTPEBOXUTh PAa3HEKMBIIErocst XyOakcuca.

Bnpodem, OH Bce paBHO POCHYJICS.

He oGparnast BHIMaHMsI Ha TIPOAIM PAIOIIIEro IJ1a3 IKUHHA, BoH noponuia k Kpeomy 1 octopoxkHo
3arIsiHy/Ia eMy depes3 Iiedo. 3a HOYb Mar yMYIPUJICS UCTIMCATh MOYTH COTHIO CTpaHuIl, 1 BaHecca
CHOBA TIOPA3UJIach €ro padOTOCIOCOOHOCTH.

MoskeT, UCTIONB30BaJT KAKYI0-TO Mario?

Kpeon ycHyn Ha cepenune npemioxenusi. Ha atom smcte He ObU10 abpakangaOpbl, BCe CI0Ba
ObLIM TIOHATHBIMU, ¥ BaHecca npuHsIach ¢ JTOOOMBITCTBOM YHMTATh.

Ceepxy BuuHescs 3arojoBok: «Cusrouee Oko». Ilon Hum Kpeon HauepTws pUCYyHOK —
JOBOJIHO TAJIAHTJIMBO, HAJIO MPU3HATh. BaHecca HEBOJIIBHO 3a000BaIaCh MOTPSICAIONIE KPACHBOM
OpOIIIBbIO, TIOXOKEW Ha IIBETOK C OOJBIIMM OPHJUIMAHTOM B LIEHTPE U MOTYTOpa JIECITKAMHU MEJKUX
BOKPYT HETO.

[Mo-BuauMomy, 310 1 OpUTO O3HaUeHHOE Cusioree OKo.

Hwke pucyHka Mar Hamumcan cieylomiee:

«H cywecmeyem ewje mazumecKuii. MAarucmMarn, 0ONAOAIOUWUEL CEOLICIMBEAMU
CMOoAbL NOPA3UMENbHbIMU, YMO OHU BOAHYIOM OYyx U zopsuam kpoev. Teopeu,
comeopuswuli cue uyoo, Hazean ezo Cusiiouum Oxkom, u 3mo eoucmuny OKo, uoo
oaem 803MONCHOCIb Y8UOemsb OaeKue 3eMal, a MaKdice npeomemsl Choab MAable,
UMo HeBO3MONCHO Y3pemv 21a30M. M cKe0o3b cmeHbl makKice MONCHO 3pentb CK803b
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KAMeHb MOon 80AUueOHblLl, U 0axce OYu NIOOCKUE MONCHO NPUMEMUMb 8 MOM BUOE,
6 Kakom oHu 0blau co3oansl bozamu. Ho camoe yousumenvrioe 6 maaucmare mo,
umo ecmn Y Hezo OOHA NHOOONLIMHASL OCOOEHHO. . . ».

Jasbiie TeKeT 0OpbIBaICS.

— MHTepecHO? — XUTPO MOMHTEpECcOBAJICA XyOaKcHc, MpucaxuBasich BoH Ha 1uieyo.

— OueHb, — XOJIOIHO OTBETHJIA OHA, Jiepras IJIe4oM, YTOObl COPOCHUTH mpHUcTaBay. — TOMBKO 5
paHblile TymMaja, YTO B KHUrax 3aKJIMHAHUN MUIIYT TOJIbKO 3aKJIMHAHUS.

— Hy uto THI! — BO3paswi JKWHH, HUCKOJIBLKO HE OOHMJEBIIWCH, YTO €ro OTBepriu. — Tbl
MOCMOTPH, Kakasi oHa Oosblnast u TosicTasi! Bee 3akMHaHUS X03MHA 3aiMYT B 3TON KHUKUIIE Jai
Ooru 4yerBepTh. HeT, Marv 3ammchiBalOT B CBOMX KHHUTIax BCE, YTO MOXET MPUTOAUTLCSA. Buauiie,
JaJibllie OH HATMMUIIET, I7ie 3Ty OPOIIKY UCKATh, U KaK ee MPUMEHSTh. A Kak xe!

— KpacuBas miryuka. .. — 3alyM4ndBO IIpou3Heciia Banecca, pasriisipiBasi HAPUCOBAHHYIO Apa-
TOLIEHHOCTb.

— Erme 6b1! X03s11H ee Tpu rofa pa3bIiCKUBAJ, 1a TaK W He HaIllel. A Tereps, AyMaio, 1 BOBCE He
HaiIeT — MaJjo JIK YTO C HEeW ITPOU3OIILIO 3a 3TU TOJbl. .. MOXKET, €€ U BOBCE-TO Yxke HeTy. Maio yiu.

Banecca oueHb OCTOPOXHO BBICBOOO/IMIIA TPOMATHBIN TOM M3-TI0]] BIIENIUBILIErocst B Hero Kpe-
oJ1a. 3HauMTebHAS OS] UICITMCAHHOM YacTy MPUXOIWIACh HAa Ty caMylo OenuOepy, KOTOPYIO Maru
HA3bIBAIOT 3aKJIMHAHUSAMU, HO ObUTU U BIIOJIHE TIOHSATHBIE TEKCTHI.

K mpumepy, o apyrux BOMIIEOHBIX MpeAMETax — YTO OHU COOOW MPEJCTABISIOT U Kak UX
WCMOJIb30BaTh. VIMEJIMCh U CTaTh O MArM4eCKUX JKUBOTHBIX U PACTEHUSIX, PELICTITHI 3€JIUi, OIUCAHUE
OOpSI0B U PUTYAJIOB. ..

A miepBble TPUILATh CTPAHULL 3aHUMAJT HEBPA3yMUTEJbHbIN TEKCT, B KOTOPOM, IOXOXkeE, U3JIa-
rajjaCb OCHOBHAsl CyTb Maruu, Kak AUCHUIUIUHBL. YBBI, J1s1 HEMOCBSIIEHHOTO 3TO Ka3aJI0Ch JKYTKOU
rajiMaTbei, XOTs KaXa0e OTAeIbHOE CJIOBO OBbLIO MOHSITHBIM.

— A 4TO MPOU3OUET, ECITU 5 MPOYUTAIO UTO-HUOYIb U3 ITOTO BCIYX? — 3a[yMUYMBO CIPOCHIA
BoH, OTKpBIB KHUT'Y Ha OTHOM U3 3aKkJMHaHui. OHO Ha3bIBaIOCh «3BYKOBOU Pe3oHaHC».

— TouHo He 3HaI0, HO, MO-MOEeMY, AOCOTIOTHO HUYETo, — MoXkaJ riedamu Xyoakcuc. — Tl Befib
HE Mar.

— Bor 1ak, 3HauuT? A J0ATO HAJIO YUUTHCS, YTOOBI CTATh Marom?

— CMOTpst KOMY, — CHOBA MOKaJl IUIEYaMU JIKUHH. — XO35IMH PacCKa3bIBaJl, YTO CTAJl yUYEHUKOM
Mara B MATHAIATH JIET, HO CBOE TIepBOE BOJIIIEOCTBO COTBOPUJI TOJIBKO B CEMHA/INIATh. A TIOJHOLIEH-
HbIM MaroM cTaj TOJbKO K Tpuauatu. Hy a s noctynui Kk Hemy B yCIIy’KeHHUE ellle yepe3 ABaalaTh
JIeT. ..

— [MatHapuate neT yueOwl? — momopimiack Banecca. — TyT, KOHEUHO, IBaX/Ibl MOAyMaelllb,
npexje 4yem Oparbes. . .

— W 310 einie coBcem He Tak IJI0X0, — yBeAOMUI ee XyOakcuc. — MHOTUe 1 IO COpOKa He BBIXO-
OAT U3 yYeHHUYecTBa. A MHbIE 10 TIIyOOKOM CTapOCTH OCTAIOTCS MoaMacTepbsaMu. TyT Oe3 TajaHTa
HUKYAA. ..

— A ecTb Kakoi-HHOYAb CIIOCOO MPOBEPUTD, MOKEIIIb JIU THI. .. HY, CTaTh Marom?

— Koneuno, ectb. Y Bac, jojield, Tak peKO BCTPEYaeTCss HACTOSIIMI Maru4yeckuil niap...
Menoub Besikast 4acTo, a BOT HacTosmuid. .. OUH Ha COTHIO, He Goblie. ECTh Besikue MpoBepKH, a
Kak sxe. MiHavye mpuiiuiock Obl OpaTh YIEHUKOB HayTraj, a Kak TYT MOXHO yrajiaTh?

— W 4ro 310 32 npoBepku? Moxelb MeHsl POBEpUTh? — C UHTEPECOM cripocuia Banecca.

—dA7?.. Her, Tb1 uTO, s Tak He ymel0. Cripocu X03siuHa, KOrjaa MpocHeTcs. X0Tsl Ha MOel MaMsITH
XO3IMH HUKOTAA He Opasl yUeHHWKOB... OW, HET, OJVH pa3 BCE-TAaKU B3sUI, HO 9TO HE CUMTAETCH...
MOTOM pacckaxy. He moOun otBiekarbcsi. YTO HU TOBOPH, a Y XO35IMHA Jap MOLIHBIA — HAC JIaXe
6oru yBaxanu! Bor opgHaxbl, Harpumep, ['ocnioxa MHaHHa. . .

— Ha yx... — npotsinyia BoH. — 3Haelib, MHe Bce €llle He BEPUTCS, UTO eMY JIEBIHOCTO JIeT.
U 3710 elie He cunTasi TUX THICAYEIETUNA. . .
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— JIeBSAHOCTO TPY M HECKOJIBKO MECSIIeB, — yTOUHMI XyOakcuc. — [l yesoBeka BO3pacT BHY-
IIUTENIbHBI. . .

— Cnymait, Xy6u, a CKOJBKO JieT TeOe? — BApyr oOpaTuiia Ha Hero BHUMaHue BaHecca.

— O, IKUHHBI )KUBYT JOMTO. .. MBI ke OecCMepTHbIE — €CJTM MEHSI HUKTO He YObET U s He 3aXBO-
paio Kakoi-HUOYIb HKUHHCKON XBOPBIO, TO Oy/y HTh BeuHO. Bor Benukuit XaH, Hanpumep, mpo-
KWJI COPOK ThICSTY JieT. He 3Hato, MOXeT, U ceifuac KuB. ..

— 41 pana 3a Hero, HO Bce-TakH, CKOJIBKO TeOe JieT? — OTMaxHysiach BaHecca.

— CuuTas T4 1ATh THICAY? — C HAJIEKIOW YTOUHUIT JKUHH.

— Her, 0Oe3 nux.

— IIarpaecsr 1mecTb, — B3IOXHYT XyOaKCHc.

— Yro?.. — bpoBu BoH HEBOJIBHO MOMNOJI3IM BBEPX. — MajioBaro 4To-To... DTO BBIXOIUT, UYTO
Ha CIIyKO0y ThI TOCTYIUJI TOJIBKO B TPUHAALATH? — OBICTPEHBKO IMOJICUMTANA OHA.

— Ho MBI Besib He posk1aeMcsi CTapbIMH. .. — OypKHYJ XyOakcuc. — MblI Toxke cHavyasia OblBaeM
JETbMH. . .

— A HackosbKo ObICTpO BHI B3pocieere? Tak ke, Kak Joau?

— MepsieHHee, — HEOXOTHO OTBETHIT XyOaKCHC.

— Hackonpko memieHnee? CKoJbKO TeOe ceifuac, eciiv MepeBecTy B YeJIOBeYeCKHiA BO3pacT?

— 3910 Kak?

— Hy Bor ®naddu, Hanpumep, ceiiyac OAMHHAALATH JIET, — MOJHSJIA CHAMCKOIO KOTa
Banecca. — Bbut Obl OH 4eJIOBEeKOM — ObUT Obl peOSHKOM. .. B HMIKOJE Obl YUMJICA. A MO KOIIaYbHM
MepKaM OH yxe NoxuiIoi. Hackonbko mAThAECAT ECTh MHOTO ISl J)KUHHA?

— He 3nHat0... — mpoBopuan Xybakcuc. — Moxer... Hy...

— Hy nagHo, Xy6u, Hy ckaxu!

— Maro sto! — orpeHyscs Xybakcuc. — 5 BooOinie ernie gaxe He B3pocibiii! [To-Baremy MHe. . .
HY... Hy MOXET, JIET IIECTHA/IATb.

— ¢ Tak 1 gymana! — pacruibuiach B yabiOke Banecca. — Bbixoaut, o Mepkam JKMHHOB ThI eI1ie
TOJILKO MOAPOCTOK ! DTO MHOTOE OOBACHSIET. . .

Kpeosn nauan npoceimarscsi. OH MPUNIOTHSUIT TOIOBY, TIOBO3WII PyKaMHU IO CTOJTY, U TIOJCKOYHII,
CJIOBHO YKaJICHHBIM.

— I'me mos xHura?! — GemeHo B3peBes oH. — Bopei!.. Maponepsi!.. PazopBy! Pa3zpyomo Ha
KyCOUKH!

— U BoBce He3aueM Tak oparth, — obuzaenach BaHecca. — Ycnokoiics, BOT TBOsI IparolieHHast
kHura. Hukro ee He B3sJ1.

Kpeosn BeIxBaTHJ1 Y HEe TOM, 0OXBATHII €10, CJIOBHO MJIAJICHEI] COCKY, U KpaiHe MOI03PUTEIBHO
ycraBuiics Ha Baneccy ¢ XyOakcucom.

— 4 gro, 3acHyn? — cMyieHHO ocBeioMuiicsi oH. — O Mimrap, cam He 3aMeTHJI, Kak 3TO Mpo-
u3onwio. .. Ciyra, npuHecH BOJbI !

Ha mur poauscst BUXpb, MPOHECIIMIACS IO KOMHATE M TYT K€ BEPHYBILIUICS C YaIIKON BOJIBI.
Yamka okasanachk kodeitHas, Ho Kpeomy ObUIO HE 10 TAKUX MeJIOUeH.

— ®-y!.. — BBIIOXHYI OH, HAMUBILKCH. — BRIXOOUT, 51 O1MOaICs, ClIaTh MHE BCE-TaKU HYXHO. . .
N3 4ero cnenan atot cocya?

— U3 papdopa, — orBetniia Banecca.

— Yo Takoe papdop?.. XoTs Kakas MHe pa3HULA. .. 1 Bce-Taku HEMOHATHO. .. fI-To monarain,
YTO OTOCHAJICA 32 BeKa. ..

— BeicnaTbcst BIPOK ellie HU 'y KOro He TMOJTydasioch, — JIACKOBO Tporiesna BoH. — AHaToMuIo
YUHTh HAJIO.

— Kro takas AHatomusi, ¥ TioueMy s JOJDKEH €€ YeMY-TO YUUTh? — MOIO3PUTENIHHO TPHIILY-
puiicst Kpeoi. — O Goru, st 9yBCTBYIO ceOsl COBEPILIEHHO pa3OUThIM. .. M, KakeTcs, OT MeHsI HAUMHAeT
naxHyTh... Ciiyra, HaTacKai BOIBI U... HAACIOCh, y TeOsl €CTh BaHHA, KeHIIMHA?
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— Pasymeercs, ectb, — KuBHyaa Bon. — Ho Moxens He yTpykJaTh CBOEro BOJIIEOHOTO MpH-
aypka, odorigemMcst u 6e3 Hero.

— A, yXe HaTacKasu... — caesai omuroo4ynsiil BbiBog Kpeon. — e ona?

Banecca Tsxesno B3goxHyJa M OyKBaJIbHO 3a PYUKY OTBesia Kpeosa B BaHHYI0 KOMHATY. Xy0Oak-
CHC CKYYaIOLIE JIETEJI CJIEJOM.

BepositHee Bcero, mar y:xe 3axoaui1 B BaHHYI0. Ho OH SIBHO He MOHSJI, UTO 3TO 3a KOMHATa U
Kak B Hell Bce yCTpoeHo. Baneccy B 3ToM yOenut ero rnepsbiil ke BOIpoc.

— U rne 3neck neus? — ocBeromuicst Kpeoi.

— Kakas eme meus? — nognsiia 6posu BoH.

— Kak 310 — kakasa? [{ns HarpeBaHus BO/bI, KOHEUHO, — TPEHEOPEKUTEIbHO XMBIKHYJI Mar. —
N mexy npounm, rie cama Boja?

Banecca B3noxHyna emie pas. [leso o6cTosiio gaxe Xyxe, 4eM OHa Jymalia.

Omna mMoiTya oBepHyJ1a 00a KpaHa U CyHyJIa Mojl CTPYIO KOCT/IsABYI0 KoHeuHocTh Kpeomna. Tor ¢
YIMBIJICHUEM TOZIEPKaJ PYKY B TETUIOW BOJIE, U €O JIUIIO PaCIUIBUIOCH B YIIBIOKE.

— IIpekpacHo! — BeIIOXHYI OH. — Byyinee He Tak yx U TUIOXO. ..

— Haxwmenis 31y pyuky, noreder ropsiyasi Boga. [Ipyryio — xonogHasi, — BKparie oObsSCHMIA
Banecca. — HanonuTtest 1o kpaeB — 3aie3aid 1 Moiics. [1eHsl 106aBUTH?

— CMero HarOMHUTb, XO35IMH, UTO sl pacCcKa3bIBa TeOe 00 3TOM ellle BUepa, — OOMKEHHO MPo-
ryHaen Xyoakcuc.

— Momnyars, pad, — nenuBo otMaxnyncsi Kpeon. — JKeHiuHa, OTBEpHUCH, YTOOBI 1 MOT pas-
JeThes!

— la s yxe Bce Buaena! — ppipkHyaa BoH. — [ToMHuIIb, KOraa Tl CTOSUT TOJBIIIIOM B KOMHATE
nipoceccopa? BoT yxk HacMoOTpesiach, Ha BCIO )KU3Hb BIIEYATIIEHUI XBATHT. ..

— Jlorn4Ho, — BBIHYK/IeH ObLT IpU3HaTh Mar. — Ho Bce paBHO — OTBEPHUCH.

Pazymeercs, Kpeon He cThiinics cBoero tesa. 9T0 BCETo JIMILb KEHIIMHA, U 1aXke HE apUCTO-
KpaTka — KOMY Kakoe J1es10, 4to oHa TaM yBuauT? [Ipocto Kpeon He OblT yBepeH, uTo cyMeeT yrpa-
BUTBCS C ITOW YMBIBAJIbHEH Oyaymiero 6e3 ommoOoK — a BOT 3TOr0 OH Kak pa3 MOKa3biBaTh HE XOTeJ.

Pazymeercs, Banecca 06 3Tom naxe He nofgo3peBaia. He npekpaias MpoHUYecKr (pbIpKarth,
OHa OTBEPHYJIACh U MOJOXKaJIa, [TOKAa HE pa3JacTcs IJIECK.

ITocne 3Toro oHa noBepHyJaCh.

64



A. B. PynazoB. «Apxumar»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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