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I'maBa 1

Cneaka

JKenmuna 6pu1a MepTBa 1 3Ha1a 00 3ToM. OHa yXe He dyBcTBOBasIa 6oi. Bosb Oblta BHavase:
sIpKasi BCObIIIKA B MTHOBEHUE BbIKIVIA €€ U3HYTpH. Boib yiuia, 1 octaics TONbKO X0J0[, JIeJSHbIM
mapoM HaOyXaBIIWil BHU3Y KUBOTA.

JKeHuyHa He IOMHMJIA, KaK BIOpAJIach U3 ropsiell MallllHbl, He TOMHMJIA, KaK BBITAIINIA U3
Hee CBOero pedeHKa. ITo CIyuyusIoch JaBHO, KOrja oHa Obuia skuBa. Cefiuac oHa Jiexasa Ha MATKOM
3emJIe, XKaJIHO IJIOTaBILEH MOcIeHNe Karu KpoBU. M370MaHHOE Teslo, OCBEIEHHOE aJIbIM IJI1aMe-
HeMm. Myx octasics B MaiHe. CKBO3b OrOHb €11€ BUJHEIICS TEMHBIM CHITY3T, HO KEHIIMHA HE CMOT-
pena B Ty cTopoHy. Bee ObU10 KOHYEHO.

Psnom 3axseObiBasicsl B MMCKJISIBOM KpHUKe MiadeHell. [leBouka xoTtena ecTb, OHa 3aMep3iia 1
uciyranach. JKeHIrHa HU4eM He MOIJIa eil TOMOUb. XO0TeJIoCh IUIaKaTh OT OECCUIIMS, HO B IJla3ax He
OCTaJIOCh CJIe3. 3a Hee IUIaKalo HeOO — KOJMoUeld MOPOCHIO IOKISL.

Ee nous uynom yuesnena B aBapuu. PeByliee riams aaxe He ONAJIWIO ee yepHble Bosockl. Ho
3TO HUYETO He MeH:10. B 3Toil ntyIm nomMory xgath HEOTKY/a, M IeBOYKY jk/1ajla CMEPTh OT X004
u ronoza. Eciu npexie 1o Hee He 100epyTcsl AMKUE 3BEpH: BOJIKH, JIMChl M MHBIE TBApU U3 THUX
necoB. OHU yike OM3KO, OHU 3/1ECh.

Ilepen ocrekyieHEBIIMMU I71a3aMHM MeEJIbKHY/Ia YepHas TeHb. BobIIoN BOPOH OIYCTHIICS B
HECKOJIbKUX IlIarax M, Kayas roJI0BOM, YCTABUIICS HA JKEHILMHY, CIOBHO CIIpaIlMBa: 2omoea? bucep
A0/ OnecTesl Ha MaC/IsIHUCTO-YEPHBIX MepbsaX. 3ias, Harlas MTULA, OHA NepBasi BUJIACh HA 30B
crapyxu-cMeptu. OHa He WCIyrajiach HU OTHsl, HUI MEPTBOM JKEHIIMHbI, HU ee )KMUBOro pedeHka. B
Harpajy 3a CMeJIoCTh e OyJIeT YeM TOKUBUTHCS.

JKenmuna cMoTpena, Kak BOPOH HEYKJIIO)KMMHU NIPbUKKaMu rogoupaercst omvxke. 1o makupo-
BaHHOMY KJIIOBY IUIsICAJIU ajible crionioxy. Ha MrHoBeHue nruiia 3amepia: YepHbIil CHITy3T, OOBEAEH-
HBII 10 Kpalo OpaHXeBbIM M KpacHbIM. Ilepbsi Ha MakyIlIKe TOMOPIIMINCH, B OTOJECKAaX IUIAMEHU
HAINOMMHAsI 30JI0YeHYI0 KOPOHY. BOpoH 3arpeirai Ha MecTe, UCTIONHSIsE HOOeTHBIN TaHel.

— Kpa! Kpa!

Huxkoezoa... XeHiyna cxana MepTBble 3yObl. Hukozoa sma nmuya He noayuum ee pederka!

[Monckakap Grmke, BOPOH KITIOHYIT €€ B PaCKPHITYIO J1al0Hb. CHIIBHBIN yaap MpoOHiI KOXKY, HO
JKEHII[MHA HUYEero He MOoYyBCTBOBaJIa. BOpOH CHOBa KJTIOHYII, IIAPAITHYJI OCTPhIM KOI'TEM 3aIsICThE.

Ha tperwuii pa3 MepTBasi *eHIMHA BCKMHY/IA PYKY U CXBaTWla NTULY 3a 1el0. BopoH aepHyics,
3axXJI0NaJ1 KPbUIbSIMH, NIBITASICh BBIPBATHCS, HO OHA JIMIIb CUJIbHEE CKaJla MaJlbLibl.

Huxkozoa!

[Mepbst ObUTH CKONB3KMMU U JIMIIKMMU OT €€ KpoBU. BopoH 3axpunen.

— 51 coxpanio TeGe KH13Hb, — CKa3aia MepTBast KeHIIMHA. — A ThI criacelib Moo 104b. JK13Hb
3a )KU3Hb — 3TO YECTHAas C/EeJKA.

Bopon npoposkait OMTh ee KOrTAMM U KPbUIbSIMM, IIPEBpalliasi KoKy B JIOXMOTbSI M pa3aupast
Kuibl. Ho jkeHImHa He caBasiach, M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BOPOH NMpUTHX. TONBKO TOrna oHa paskasa
JafoHb. To, 4TO OT Hee OCTaJIOCh.

BopoH oTckouns1, s Ha AKEHIIUHY TO OIHUM, TO IpyruM r1azoM. Haj mMamHoi B3MeTHY-
JIOCh TUIaMsl, OCBETHB Bce OarpsiHbIM CBETOM. YepHBINl BOPOH, KPAacHBI BOPOH... Jloub 3ariakana
rpomMye.

— Kpa! Yecrnas cpenka!

W BOpOH Ts1kes10 NOTHSAICSA B BO3LYX, CAesall KpYT HaJl ropsIleid MallIMHOM U MOJIETeJ B CTOPOHY
neca. KeHIMHa 3aKpbula MEPTBBIE I71a3a.
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Ona He BUJENa, KaK 1orac orons. He Buzena, Kak HaJ JIeCOM MOOHSUIACH OTPOMHAs ITHYbS
cras. He Buzena, kak noyepHeso Heoo.
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Marymka Houu JoBHT pbIOY

B rmiybune seca mpsATasioch MaJIeHbKOE 03epo: Kpyrjoe, Kak JIyHa, ITIafKoe, Kak 3epKaJio,
YEpHOE, KaK caMa TeMHOTA. YKPBITOE KOJIBIIOM MOTYUHMX €J1eH, C TSKEIbIMU BETBSIMU M KOPOU 1[BETa
3acoxiied KpoBu. VX Makyliky NuKamu BOH3aJIKCh B TACMYPHO-Cepoe HeOO; KOpsIBble KOPHH Tepe-
IUIEJIUCh, KaK 3Meu o BecHe. Berep packaumBai aepeBbsi, CIOBHO B TAaKT JbIXaHUIO HEBUAMMOTO
BeJMKaHa. Boox-6vi0ox... Ho HU ofiHA clioMaHHas BETOYKA, HU OJHA XBOMHKA HE MaJaly B BOLY —
6ostmmck. [ne-To nanexo kapkan BopoH: «Kpa! Kpa!»

Marymka Houu cupena Ha 3aMIIesioMm BaJIyHE Y Kpasi BOIbl. XOJIOJHBIE BOJHBI JIACKAINA €€
Oenpie ctymHu. JIno y Marymiku Houu Xyoe 1 kpacuBoe, 1[BeTa BeIOeIeHHOUM KOCTH. [ J1a3a TOUb-B-
TOYb KaK BOJIa B 03epe: YepHble U Onectsimue. JIMiib u3peaka B ux IyOrHe MeJTbKalli cepeOpucThie
MCKOPKH, OyaTO Kporieunsle pploky. M 3Be3ap!. [llenkoBoe miathe HUCHAAamo 10 MAT U, MOKpPOe,
JIMIUIO K HOTaM.

B kaxoii u3 mectu cBoux pyk Marymika Houun aepikaiia AIMHHYIO J1ECKY, YXOASAIIYIO B BOALY, U
He criena nepeodrpasia U3AINHIME NajdblaMy. Tyro HaTSHYyThIe Ay THHKY IPOKaIN U nienu: «HMu-oy-
uy». 3epKaJio o3epa JIpoKaio MeIKou psaobio. Matymika Hour 3Hana, 4To B TEMHOM TITyOMHe ceivac
obercs ee noObya. Ho moka errie paHo JoctaBath yJIoB. B 3TuX Bomax BoIuIach CIMIIKOM CTpaHHas,
a MopoM U oracHasi peioa.

Berep 3amymen cuibHee. JlepeBbsl 3alIENTAIUCh Ha THICAYY IoJ0cOB. MeX KpacHBIX CTBOJIOB
BCKHUIIEIM KJIyObl TyMaHa W TMPU3PAYHON BOJHOM OOPYIIMIIMCH HA 03epo. ToyHO mymmcroe Oesoe
o0nako pyxHyJo ¢ HeOec Ha 3emutio. ['yosl Marymiku Hount n30raymch.

Ona B3MaxHyJa pyKOH — YBEpPEHHOE ABUKEHHE OMBITHOTO PhIO0JIOBA, M HAJl BOIOW CBEPKHYJIA
roy0asi BCrblKa. B Bo3myxe moBucia N3BMBAIOIIAsICS PhIOWHA: JUIMHHAS, KaK YTOpb, C KPYIJIBIMU
1a3amMu-OMIoIIaMH M TOpYAlMMU KpUBbIMHU 3yOami. [1o raaKoil mKype UCKPUIIM CUHUE MOJTHUM.
Marymika Houn noesxunace: kaxoii kouwmap. .. Ho cronutes ajist noxaeOku. Prida BeIpbIBaniach U30
BCEX CHWJI, KPOIIEYHbIE MOJIHMM BOH3AJMCh B YepHYyI0 BoAy. HaTsaHyBIuascs jecka pe3asa Majiblibl
1, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOro M Iisiau JiormHeT. Ho HuKTO emie He yxomwn ot Maryimku Houn. PeiBOK, 1 peida
3aTUXJIA.

Eme B3Max. Y HOBOW pHIOMHBI OKA3aJI0Ch YEJIOBEYECKOE JIUIIO: JKEHIIMHBI C JIJTMHHBIMU Yep-
HBIMH BOJIOCAaMH M KPAaCHBBIMU I1a3aMu. Ha HakpaleHHbIX Ty0ax 3acThljla MeUTaTesIbHasl YJIbIOKa, a
B 3payKax TaHLEBAJIO IIaMs.

Tyt Marymka Houn Haxmypuiack. BoT Takyio ppiOy TOUHO HEJb3s1 €CTh, M, HEMHOTO ITO/IyMaB,
oHa ormyctuia Jjecy. IlayTuHka ckosib3HYya MeX MajblEeB M MCYe3/la, PAaCTBOPUBLINCH B TYMaHe,
CJIOBHO ee U BOBce He ObL10. be3 emuHoro Beruiecka AMKOBUHHAS phlOa ynaja B BOLY M CKpPbLIACH
B IITyOMHe.

Pri6a ynuta, HO B TO ke MrHoBeHre Maryimka Houn BhiTamuna cienyomyio. Pyku ee apura-
JMCh OBICTPO, OHA 3HaJIa cBoe Je0. OHA 3a JPYroi, ¥ BOT YKe MSATh CBETAIIMXCS PHIOUH 3aKPYKH-
JIMCh B 3bIOKOM TyMaHe — KPAaCHBBIE, UyJJHbIE U CTPAIIIHBIC.

Marymika Houn Obuta 10BOSIbHA: CETrO/IHS BHIAAJICS XOPOIIHIA YJIOB, & 3TO 3HAUUT, YTO KUJIBLIOB
B €€ JJOMEe XJET ChITHBIM YKMH. BOT TOJNIBKO JlyMasia OHa JIMIIIb O TOW phIOe, KOTOPYIO OTITYCTHJIA.
Takoe yxe ciyyaoch paHblile ¥ BCera MpeaBeniano coObTHs YyJHble 1 HeoObruHble. Kak manexuii
I'POM BO3BEIIaeT O MpUOIKaroIeics rpo3e. YTo-To CIyqrIoch U 9TO-TO CITyYUTCS.

A 71aneko Haj JIECOM KPYKWJIU YEPHBIE ITTULIBIL.
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OXO0THHK

OXOTHUK JiexaJl Ha 3eMJie, MPUKUMASICh IEKOW K MITKOMY MXY. B y3Ko# Jo1uHe, Mex KOpHeu
OIPOMHOH COCHBI — JIepeBa BBICOKOTO, Kak He0O, M CTaporo, Kak camo Bpems. HyXHO uaTH OueHb
JI0JITO, YTOOBI OOOWTH BOKPYT €ro CTBOJIA.

OXOTHUK TpATAJICS 371eCh YKe JaBHO — JICHb, HOUb U ellle ieHb. OH He CIaJl U MUHYTHI; JKUBOT
CKPYTHJIO OT TOJIOIA, TOYHO BBICOXIIYIO CIIMBY; IIMJI OH IPSI3HYIO BOAY, KOTOPYIO BBDKMMAJT U3 MXa.
Ero onexna, ckpoeHHas U3 3BEpUHBIX IIKYP, TPOMOKJIa HACKBO3b. Koka Ha JTaJOHSAX CMOPIIMIACH OT
xomnoyHou Biark. Ho mopox u kpeMHrn OXOTHUK JiepXkasl CyXumu. [JIMHHOCTBOJILHOE pykbe, 00ep-
HYTOE B MEIIIKOBUHY, JIEKAJIO TI0 MPaBYI0 PyKy — B JII0OyI0 ceKyHIy OXOTHHMK TOTOB OBUI CITyCTUTb
Kypok. M 310 Bpemsi npubnuxanoch. OXOTHUK YyBCTBOBAJI TO KaXAOW KJIETOUKOW Tena. OH CITbl-
a1, KaK JIPOKHUT 3eMJIsl, KaK CTHXAIOT Mpoyvre 3ByKU. OH CIIBIIIAT MATKYIO OCTYIb CBOEH TOOBIUM.

OXOTHUK MOTYY, CBHpEN U JUK. BOJMOCHI €ro 4epHsl, Kak MpOCMOJIeHHasl Makis. JJIMHHYIO
60poj1y OH TIOZpe3asl HOXKOM, KOTOPBIH caM criesiai u3 octporo Kamusi. Ero pogHas cectpa — mezse-
nvna. Kaxeii 38epb B bonbinom Jlecy 3Han OXOTHHKA, U BCe ero OOsUINCh. .. Bee, KpoMe Toro, 4to
ceiivac mes emy HaBcTpedy. OT HanpsikeHus1 y OXOTHHMKA KPOBb COYMIIACH U3 TIOMYIIIEUEK MaJIbIIEB.
Ho mipu 3TOM 6611 OH abcomoTHO criokoeH. Ceptie OMJIOCh POBHO U THXO.

I'ycreie 3apociu uBHsIKa 3aapoxanu. C BeTBel MOCHIATNCh JTUCThS U 3aKPYKUJINUCH, TOIXBa-
YeHHbIE TIOPHIBOM BeTpa. [e-To B yalie BcropxHysa ntuiia... OXOTHUK B3APOrHYI. B TOT ke mur
XJIECTKME BETBU PACCTYNWJIVMCh U HA OMYIIKY CTyIu1 [lepBo3Beps.

OH 1men MeJIeHHO, KaK | MOJIOKEHO X035 MHY, 00xonsieMy BiagaeHus. OH HUKya He CIIeTINIL.
KenTo-3eneHplil MOX MPOrudacs moja pa3ABOSHHBIMH KOIBITAMH, M B Clie[laX MPOCTyIaja TeMHast
BoAa. OCTaHOBMBINIMCH B TEHU TMUTAHTCKOM COCHBI, I1epBo3Beph (DBIPKHYJI, BBIIOXHYB OOJIAUKO Mapa.
Ero Mopna moxoauia Ha Mopay KadaHa — IIMPOKOE PbUIO JPOXKaJIo MPH KakaoM Baoxe. OHa 1moxo-
IWJIa ¥ Ha MOPJY BOJIKA — HA JKEJITHIX KJIBIKaX MEHWIach rycras cmoHa. C JIJMHHOTO BUTOTO pora,
TOpYAIIEro mocpeay J10a, CBUCATM JIOXMOThsI KOKH. [1epBo3Beph Mpsigall JUIMHHBIMU yIIaMU, TIPU-
CIyImmMBasich K rosiocam Jleca. OrpoMHble, He O-3BEPUHOMY 3€JIeHbIE IJ1a3a OJiecTeNy OT Biar, OyATo
[epBo3Bepb BOT-BOT pacruiayercsi. Hajg Mopnoit 3BeHsIIM 00JIaKOM BUJICS THYC.

OxotHuk 3arani apixanue. OH 3Hau, 4yto [lepBo3Beph BUIMT €ro U YyeT — Uik HEero He ObUIo
taiiH B Bonbiiom Jlecy. Ho oH He criemmit yoerats; B 3eJI€HbIX I71a3aX HE MEJIBKHYJIO M TEHH CTpaxa.
OXOTHUK HECJIBIITHO MPOTSAHYI PYKY K PYKBIO.

[TpoH3uTeNBbHBII BOPOHUII Ipail 0OpyIIHICS Kak TpoM HeOecHb. B oqHO MraoBenue HeGO
novepHesio ot ntuil. OrpoMHas opyIas cras sBUJIACh CJIOBHO U3 HUOTKY/A — M 3a CTO JieT OXOTHHUK
HE BHIEJ HUYEro MogoOHOrO.

OH BckuHyn pyxbe. ' poMbixHyn BeicTpern, HO IlepBosBepst u cnen npoctbit. [Tyns BbiOuia
PBIKYIO KPOIIKY M3 CTBOJIA COCHBL. A BOPOHBI IIPOJIOJIKAIA KPUYATh.
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Ypaak

[Tocpenu sieca BO3BBILLIAJICS XOJIM, YPOIJIMBBINA, KaK 3arHOMBIUMIICSA HapblB. MHOrO JIeT Ha3a/
B JIEPEBO Ha BEpILIMHE X0JMa ynapuia MonHus. HauaBimiics nmoxap BbIKET Ha XOJIME BCIO 3€JIE€Hb,
OCTaBUB IOCJIe ceOst YepHOe TMeTeTIIe. 3eMITIO MTOK PhLT TOJICTBIN CJIO 30J1bI, INIOTHOM, KaK 3aCoXIast
rvHa. Jlec Tak U He BepHyJcs ciofa. Jlaxe Be3aecyluii MBaH-4yall U TOT He cTai 31ech pactu. Ho
JepeBO Ha BEPIIMHE YIIEJIes0: OOropesiblil CKeNeT ¢ M3JIOMaHHBIMU BeTBsiMU. [lon aepeBom Jieskanu
KOCTH, OCJIETTUTEIbHO-0eIble B YepHOM 30I1e.

Bontast Horamu, Yprak cuzen Ha BeTKe 0OTOpesioro jiepeBa v foean BOpoHy. YepHasi KpOBb
Karasa C JJIMHHBIX MAJIbIEB U CTeKaJla Mo MoAOOPOIIKY, Mavkajia u 6e3 TOro rps3HbIi CIopTyK. Bopo-
HBU TEPbs1 CHIMAIMCH C IEPeBa TOUHO JUKOBUHHBIC JIUCTHSI.

VYpnak e ObICTpO, FPOMKO YaBKasi U XPyCTsl NITUYBUMHE KOCTSMU. HO CKOJTbKO OBl OH HU IJI0TAT
XOJIOMHOE MSICO, HACBITUTBCS OH He MOT. JKYTKHIA TOJI0/1, €r0 MPOKJISIThE, TepP3aJl ero, OYATO KeTyI0K
PBaJIM HAa YaCTH OCTPHIMU KPIOUbSIMHU.

EnunctBeHHbIN Opyr Ypaaka — muctep [omn — ycTpowicst B pa3BUIKe BeTBEH y 0OyIiMBIIIe-
rocs crBoia. [lorpeckasiimecs 11a3a-1myroBUibl BHUMATENIBHO CIIEIWIIN 3a Tpane3oi. Mucrtep o —
MeaBeb. [LmoiieBslii MeIBeb CO CBAJISIBILIEICS IEPCThI0, OTOPBAHHBIM YXOM Y TOpYAIlled U3 IIIBOB
HabuBKoi. OveHb 1aBHO Yprak Haien ero B Jlecy, 3a0mynuBierocst v notepsisierocsi. Korna onu
BCTPETWINCh, YPAAK XOTEJI €r0 CheCTb, HO €CTh TaM OKa3aJoch Heuero. M Toraa oHy NMOApY:KUIINCH.
Tenepb muctep ['om Becerga psgoM. OH €IMHCTBEHHBIH MO-HACTOSIILIEMY JIIOOWT Ypaaka, Bcerjja rotoB
ObLT ero BBICIYIIATh U MOMOYb MyApBHIM coBeToM. Ho rmaBHoe, muctep [omr HUKOrga He MPOCH y
Vpnaka naxe KpoIKH, Jaxe camMoi MaJleHbKoW KOocTouku. O jydilieM ToBapullie Ypaak He MOT U
MeuTarh.

[Trunii yepen JonHy B 3ydax, TOYHO niepe3penas ssrofa. YTo-To JIMMKoe MOTEKJIO M0 Moado-
POIKY, ¥ YpAaK kaaHO OOIU3HYJICS, YTOOBI HE YITYCTUTh U KaIlTH.

Jlec 3amymen o HarnopoM BeTpa, MaKyILIKK COCEH U €J1el 3aKadaiuch. M B TO ke MTHOBEHHE
MOCJIBIIIAJICS IMKUIA MBAJIT: COTHH, & TO U THICSTYM BOPOHOB YEPHOM Ty4el MOAHSUIUCD HaJl IEPEBbSIMU.
OT Heo)kuIaHHOCTU YpIak BEIPOHWI HeJloeieHHY1o ITHily. Hukorna eie oH He BUJIEN pa30oM CTOJIBKO
IOOBIYN.

— Bl TONIBKO B3MIIHUTE HA 3TO, MucTep [om! — MporoBopuI1 OH MMUMIAIIMM U LIEJIECTAIIUM
rosocoMm. KoHunk amMHHOro Hoca 3anepraicsi. Ha KocT/isiBoM Jiviie CMEHMIAch I0KUHA Pa3HOO0-
pasHbIX rpumac. byaro Yprak He Mor BHIOpaTh, KaKylo ke MacKy HaJeTh 110 TAKOMY ciiyvaio. Mucrep
I'omr ocrasics criokoeH.

— OHM YTO-TO HECYT, — CKazan Ypaak, IJIsAsg Ha ITHYBIO cTal. — YTo-To Geroe. . .

OH BBITSIHYJI LIEI0, TIPUILLYPUIICS, A 3aTEM OTIPSIHY/I. TeMHO-KpacHBI SI3bIK CKOJIB3HYII 110 Yep-
HBIM T'y0am. BopoHsI JieTei Ha BOCTOK, MUMO €ro XojiMa K gomy Marymiku Houn. A pa3 Tak, 3HauuT,
U eMy Tyja JI0pora.

— CnoBo pxeHTIbMeHa, muctep ['oiil, HaunHaeTcst YTo-T1o uHTepecHoe! He xoTtuTe v B3MISIHY Th
noomxe?

Mucrep 'omt ve orBeTri. Ho Ypaak 3Hau, 4to ero ToBapuill MOJTHOCTBIO C HUM corsiaceH. OH
HaxJIOOYy4YmJI Ha TOJIOBY CMSTBIH IIWJIMH/IP,  3aTeM JIOBKO, KaK 00€3bsiHa, CITYCTHJICS C JIepeBa H MOA0-
OpaJst ocTaHk BOpoHbl. O0roaan ee 10 nocjeanei Koctouku. [Ipexae uem oTrpaBisThes B AaTbHUN
yTh, HUKOT/A HE TIOMEIIAeT MOIKPENUThCS.
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Cras

Cras netena Ha BOCTOK. Hebo Tyneno or NTubKX KPUKOB M IeJiecTa COTeH KpbuibeB. Betep
MYaJICSl 32 HEH CJIe0M, MOATNEeBast Ha Thicsiuy royiocos. I1poiio y:ke MHoro Jiet ¢ Tex nop, kak Cras
nocyieqHUN pa3 codrpanack BMecte. Ho ceiiyac Ha 30B cBoero Kopossi siBunuck Bce BOpOHbI Bostb-
moro Jleca. 6o Koposnb aan cioBo, a cioBo Kopomst Hepymmmo.

Cras BBITAHYJIACh JJIMHHOW JICHTOM, OT OTHOTO Kpas HeOa JI0 JAPYroro, pacraaanach ¥ BHOBb
CKMMaJach B €IMHbIN KiyOoK. OHa MoXo[uiia Ha KMBOUM cMepd, B IIEHTPe KOTOPOro Oesnies MajieHb-
KM cBepTOK. YenoBeueckuid MTeHel, KpollleyHas JeBOoYKa ¢ OTPOMHBIMU TEMHBIMU IM1azamu. OHa
M3BMBAJIACH U KpHUaJia, HO BOBCE HE OT OOJM U CTpaxa, a OT BOCTOpra. A MHOTJa JeBOYKA HauMHAasIa
CMEAThCS, ¥ TOTa BCe OpaThsi M CECTPhI OT3BIBAIMCH PAJOCTHBIM KapKkaHbeM. MM HpaBHIIOCh, KOTAa
IITEHEel] CMesiyIcs.

CBepTOK TSKeNbIi; OMHOW WM AByM NTUIIAM C HUIM OBUIO HE CIIPaBUTHCS, IS TOrO TpeOoBa-
JIOCh HE MEHbIIE MATH BOPOHOB. To U /1e510 KTO-TO U3 OpaTheB U cecTep OTIYCKas HOIIY, U Ta HAuu-
Hasta majgatb. Ho TyT ke ee momxBaThiBajia HOBasl MTHIIA, BIEIUISSACH KOTTSAMU B Oenylo TKaHb. OHU
MEHSIMCh HETIPECTAaHHO, U JIUIIb OfIHA MTHIIA BECh MOJIET HE pazkuMala Korreil — cam Koposs Bopo-
HOB. Kak ObI CHJTBHO OH HM YcTasl, Kak Obl HU OOJIENN ero KPbUIbsi, OH JJaJl CIIOBO U JOJDKEH CJIeI0BATh
emy 10 KoHia. JIo camoii cMepTHu.

BHM3Y HaAgphIBHO CTOHAJ JieC — TEMHO-3€JIeHbI OKeaH Oe3 Kpas. Y TOpU30HTa CTYCTHJIHCH
JIUJIOBBIE CyMEpKH. MecsiIl, KpUBOH 1 OeJTbIii, KaK BOTYMIA KJIBIK, BBIIJISTHYJI CKBO3b ITPOpPEXyY B 00J1a-
Kax U TYT K€ CIpATAJICs 00paTHO, UCITYTaBIIMCh TPUOIMKAIOIIEHCS CTau.

Ha eocmox! Ha eocmok! Tyna, riie yKpbIThIiA BEUHOU TeHbIO cTOsUT oM Matymiku Houn. Tak
niosesien Koponb BopoHOB, 1 HUKTO U3 phillapel, BaccajioB U MPUIBOPHBIX JaM HE CMEJl €ro OCily-
matbesi. CHIIbHBIE KPBLIbsSl CO CBUCTOM pe3asid BO3AyX. Berep xisectasn Komoueln MOpochio, HO Ky/aa
emy npotus Craun?

Bnaneke 3amoprai kenTeiii OrOHEeK, OMHOKHI, TOYHO CBET Masika B Oymnytomiem mope. M Cras
pa3pa3uiiach NPUBETCTBEHHBIMU KPUKAMHU, J1a)K€ MX HOILIA MUCKJISBO 3aBOIUIIA.

— Bneped! Bnepeo! Ha céem! — xpudaau BOPOHBI HA CBOEM $I3bIKE, U TOpsYME NITUYbU CepaLa
OWJIKCH B YHHCOH.

A B nome Marymiku Hour roroBUIMCh TTOJATh YKUH.
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Yepuobiii Kouerap

UYepnnbiii Koverap xwit nop 3emuieit, B nogsase nog fomom Marymku Houu. B mecte, kotopoe
3oBeTcs KotenbHass, X0Ts TaM HET HUKaKMX KOTJIOB. 3aTO TaM €CTh OIPOMHAsI [IeUb U3 HEOTECAHHBIX
KAaMHEH U ¢ OTKPBITOH TOINKOM, [1€4b, B KOTOPOW HUKOIAA HEe TacHeT oroHb. YepHslii Koverap BHuma-
TEJILHO 3a 3TUM ciieansl. OH cuje HalpoOTUB eYy U, KOTra MPUXOANT CPOK, OFPOMHBIMU TOPCTAMU
Opocait B TONKY YIoJb.

VYronb XxpaHuics B KOpoOe y JajibHel CTeHbI, PAJOM C TEMHBIM MPOBAJIOM, YXOISIIAM elle
ryOxke mon 3emimo. B KotenbHylo ero mpuHOCHIM MajieHbKHe Oe3BOJIOCHIe CYIEeCTBa, ¢ qpsOon
Oeoli Kokel M ITTMHHBIMU TOJIbIMU XBocTamu. YepHbiii Kouerap 3Ban ux nmogzeMHUKamMH. YTroib —
JaHb, KOTOPYIO OHU Iu1aTiii Maryike Houn.

[Non3eMHUKY IPUXOIMIIN C 3aIJIEYHBIMU KOP3WHAMH, JI0BEPXY HAMOJIHEHHBIMU OJNECTSAIIMMU
KycKamu aHTpanura. M Kak MOKHO CKOpee CIIeNIMIM BEPHYThCs 0OpaTHO B TyHHEIH. OHM OOsIHChH
UYepnoro Koderapa, xotst oH He moHUMaJ rodemy. OH Obl XOTeJI ¢ HUMU MOAPYKUTHCS. XOTEJ, YTOOBI
OHM PACCKa3ajii eMy CBOM MOJ3EMHBIE CKa3KH, a OH Obl pacckaszaj UM CBOM... Ho mom3eMHUKH He
pasroBapuBaii C HUM, a TOJIBKO MUILAIN KaK MbIIIH.

Ha camom niene Yepnniit Koderap BoBce He uepHblil. Hekora ero rpy3Hoe Tesno MmoKpsiBajia
rycTasi ppikasi IIepCTh, HO OT YTOJIBHOM MBUIA M KOIIOTHU OHA ITOMEHs1JIa LIBET, ¥ TOJIbKO 3aKPyUeHHbIE
pora octayiuch OesTbIMH Kak MeJl. PocToM OH BeJMK, U eciv Obl He TOPOMJICS, TO 3a/1eBajl Obl poramu
notonok. [lInpokast macTh He 3aKpbIBaIaCh M3-3a TOPUAIMX KJIBIKOB, IbIXaHUE TMTOJOOHO BOIO BETpa
B TIEYHOM TpyOe.

Yepuoro Kouerapa 38amu Y. Ho 310 HEe nMsi, MpoOCTO Takoil 3BYyK M3JaBal yrojb, KOrAa OH
Opocan ero B Tonky. Hacrosimee e MMs y HEro JUIMHHOE U CIIOXHOE, U, Kak Yepnsiii Kouyerap Hu
CTapaJicsl, 3alIOMHUTb €70 He MoJy4yanock. Tonsko Marymika Houu 3Hana, Kak ke ero 30ByT Ha CaMmoOM
Jene, HO M OHa He MpOM3HOCKIIa ero ums Benyx. Korma Xossiika ero HaBelasa, 4ToObl pacuecarhb
IJTMHHYIO IIEPCTh KOCTSIHBIM rpeOHeM, OHa 3BaJia ero «Mwuitoe Juts».

[Tpoune xumbip foma KotenpHyio He skanoBau. [leHs 3a iHeM Y cuzien oauH rnepes orHeH-
HBIM KEPJIOM TeUH. SI3bIKY MIaMEeHU OTPakaiCh B KPYIJIBIX IV1a3aX M CBEPKAJIM Ha KOHYMKAX Oeso-
CHEXHBIX poroB. Y He MOTr MOKMHYTh 3T0 MecTo. OH JOJKeH ObUT CJIeAUTH 3a TONKOW. Henb3s
JOMYCTUTDb, 9YTOOBI OrOHb Tiorac. MHaue ciyduTcs 4ro-To crpamiHoe. Y He 3Hajl, 4TO UMEHHO, HO
YTO-TO 00s3aTeNbHO ciyunTcs. Tak ropopriia Marymika Houn.

Korma emy craHoBUIOCh COBceM TpycTHO, YepHbiil Kouerap urpai ¢ yriem — Opai qBa KamHs
U CTy4aJl Jpyr O Apyra, MokKa oguH He packosercs. Eciu yraapiBan Kakoil MIMEHHO, 3HAYMT, BBIWI-
pan. Cmyk-cmyk-cmyk... T0 He 0ObIYHbIe KaMHH. Eciu 1onro BcMatpuBaThesi B OnecTsiye yep-
HBIE TPaHU, TO MOXKHO pa3mIsIeTh CYIIECTB, KOTOPbIX Y HUKOrIA HE BUAET, U MECTa, B KOTOPBIX
HUKoOr/a He ObiBas. Marymika Houn roBopuia, uro 310 3a6biThie cHbl. Ho Vb HUKOTIa He cnan u
HE BUJIEJI CHOB.

[Neus 3apoxaiia M 3aypyaia, Kak TOJOJHBINA 3Bepb, HAMEKAsl, YTO TIOpa Obl €€ U MOKOPMHUTb.
UYepnsiii Kouerap nomHsiicst, pacipaBuJl IJIeYX U MPUHSLICS 3a padoTy. A Tie-To HaBepXy Iporyaen
TOHI', BO3BelIas 0 TOM, 4To B joMe Marymiku Houn Havasics yxuH.
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Hom Marymku Houn

Hom Marymku Houn mputansicst B TeHM TPAHUTHOM CKaJibl, KPACHBIM KYTIOJIOM BO3BBIIIIAB-
nierics nocpenu bosbimoro Jleca. Tam, Kyga Jaxke B caMblil SICHBIN MOJIIEHD HE 3aIVIs1IbIBAET COJIHIIE.
['ycThie TeHM 1 MATKHE CyMEPKH OKYTBIBAJIU €r0, TOYHO IyXOBBIM MOKPHIBAJIOM. TyMaH M MpU3paku
BUJIUCH HaJl KPBIIIEH.

JloM BBICOKMI M KpPYIJIbIA, Kak OamiHs. M oH MoxXox Ha Bce OalllHu pa3oM — U3SIIIHBIA U Mac-
CHUBHBIM, CTapblil ¥ HOBBIiA, CTPAIIIHBIA U YIOTHBIA. OCTPOKOHEYHAS KPBIIlIa KpbITa YepenuLen 1 ipaH-
KO, TOHKHME TIeYHbIe TPYObl TOpUAT U3 Hee Kak IpuObl-noranku. Ha rmmuite ckpurien xecTsHo# itio-
rep B BUJIE JUKOBHMHHOM KPBLIaTOW PHIOBI, 10 AbIP U3bEACHHBIN prkaBunHON. Prorep Bepresncs 0e30
BCSIKOTO BeTpa, 1 Aaxe cama Marymka Houn He 3Hasa, Ha 4TO OH yKa3bIBaeT.

B nome ObUTO MATH 3Takel U MHOXXECTBO OKOH M OKOIIIEK — KPYIJIBbIX, KBAIPATHBIX, TPEYTOJb-
HBIX... B OfIHUX ropen CBeT: IAe-TO MaCISHHUCTO-XKENThId, IJe-TO YIOTHO-3eJIeHbId, a riae u Oar-
psiHO-KpacHbIil. Ho B Ipyrux okHax mapuiia HemporisaHas ThMa. KTo-To cMOTpen u3 Hee Hapyxky,
HO KTO UMEHHO — He NoiMeIb. MOXHO JIMIITh TOYyBCTBOBATh BHUMATEJIbHBIN B3IJISI, TOT CAMBIH, OT
KOTOPOTO MYpaIKy OeraioT Mo KoXe ¥ BOJIOCH BCTAIOT TBIOOM.

Jlyxkaiika nepej IOMOM 3apocia TpPaBOW M YEPTOIOJIOXOM. Y3€HbKas TPONMHKA MeTsia Mo
Hell 1 GeccrieJHO Mcue3ana 3a orpanou, B bombimom Jlecy. B TpaBe HempephIBHO KTO-TO IIHBIPSIT:
KYCTBI YEpPTOIOJIOXa JAPOKaH, OYATO OT CTpaxa, U CIBIIAICA TUXHIA mopox. Ho 3Bephb s 310 min
KTO UHOW — HE pas3riIseTh.

Ha camom kpaio BiaieHuii CTOsUT JPeBHUM KOJIOIETI, CIIOKEHHBIN 13 Tpy00 OTeCaHHBIX KaMHEH.
TosbKO BMECTO BOZIBI B HEM TUIECKAJTIOCh HEUTO COBEPIIEHHO MHOe. Bomy ke Opain u3 ckpuryueit
KOJIOHKH 32 KypSATHUKOM. YepHble Kypbl TYJISUTH BAOJb JUIMHHOTO KOPbITA, MPUBSI3aHHBIE 32 JIAMKH,
YTOOBI HEe cOeXanu U YTOOBI C HUMH HE CIIyYHIOCh 4ero-HuOyap crpamiHoro. Eme Marymka Houn
Aepikaia KpOJIMKOB U KO3, TOXKE YEPHBIX, UepHee Caku.

C IpOTUBOIOJIOKHON CTOPOHBI JIOMa, 32 YBUTOM ILTIOIIOM OTPaJIOi, paCKUHYJICS HEOOBIION
caj. JlepeBbsi TaM COBCEM He TMOXOQWJIM Ha ruraHToB u3 bosbmoro Jleca. Tonkue s10;10HU, ¢ Tiepe-
KpY4YEeHHBIMHU CTBOJIAMU M M3JIOMaHHBIMH BeTBsMU. HO eciti cMOTpeTh MpaBIIIbHO — MPUKPBIB IJ1a3a,
YTOOBI 33JpOXKaTM BEKH U MOTEKJU CJIe3bl, TO AEPEBbs MPEACTABAIN B CBOEM MCTUHHOM OOJIMYBE.
Koraa ux HUKTO He BHJEJ, JepeBbs MEPEICNTHBAINCH U, ObIBAJIO, JIOBWJIM 3a3€BaBIIMXCS MTHUIL. A
B caMo¥ ITyOMHe cajia BhICMIIach KaMeHHast 6a0a, ¢ y3KMMHU IJ1a3aMU U TUIOCKUM 3aMIIIENbIM JIUIIOM,
B KOTOPOM €/IBa YTa/IbIBAJIMCh YEJIOBEUECKHEe UepThl. Y Hee OYeHb AYPHOH XapakTep M MHCKJISBBII
roJoc. ..

Xo3siiKka JoMa BBIIIUIA Ha KPBUIBIO, AEpXka B pyKax SMAIMPOBAHHYIO MUCKY C JIBIMSIIIAMUCS
KyCKaM¥ KapeHOW puiObl. V3-32 IPUOTKPBITON JBEpH 3a €e CITUHOM JOHOCUJIVMCH TPUTITYIIIEHHbIS
roJIoca M 3BOH MOCY/bl. YKUH OblT B caMoM pasrape. Maryiika Houwn riryGoko BIOXHYIA XOJOAHBIH
HOYHOW BO3ayX. IIpuBBIUHO orisifena cBou BiageHus. M 3amepra: 4yTo-To Mouuio He Tak... Betep
nonec xpuruibie Kpuku: «Kpa! Kpa!» Bce 6nnxke u Gnmxke.

Marymka Houn nofHsiia 11a3a v yBuzena, Kak Ha ee JOM HaJIBUTaeTcsl KJIyOsiasicst Tyda —
HECYETHOE MHOXECTBO UEPHBIX BOPOHOB, COOPABIIMXCS B OTPOMHYIO CTal0. 3peJHIIe KyTKOE, CIo-
coOHOe HamyraTh KOro yrogHo, Ho Marymika faxke He B3porayia. OHa GepeskHO MOoCTaBUIa MUCKY
Ha 3eMJII0 U OCTAJIach ’KAaTh HA KPbUIbLIE.
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B O6wein I'octunon

Kaxnpiit Beuep xuibiibl Matymku Houn coOupanuck 3a AMHHBIM ctosioM. Jlionu U Te, KTo
TOJIBKO MOXOAWJ Ha JIIOIEH, M Te, KTO Ha JIoAel ObLT COBCEM He TMOXOXK. [JMKOBUHHBIE U CTpaHHBIE
CO3/IaHM s, BCE T€, KOTO Cy/Ib0a WU CITyYalHOCTb, yaya WA HECYacThe, PUBENHU B ITOT JIOM B CEpIIIe
Bonbmoro Jleca.

KUiiblibl ¥ TOCTH HETPOMKO NE€PErOBapUBAINCH, O YEM-TO CIIOPWIN UM PACCKa3bIBAJIM UCTO-
pyvn. Ho HUKTO He TIOBBIIIIAJ TOJIOC, Jaske ceivac, korga Matymku Houun He 610 B ['ocTrHOM. HUukTO
HE NIPUTParuBaeTcs K efie — Kak MoxHO 0e3 Xozsiiku? Tak yx 31ech Obl1o 3aBesieHo. Bo riase cromna
BO3BBIIIAJIOCH JEPEBSHHOE KPECIIO C PE3HOI CIIMHKOM, TOUb-B-TOUb ITyCTOM TPOH B 0XKUIAHUU KOPO-
neBbl. 1 Bce KumbLbpl ¥ rocty Toke kaanu. Oxxunanue pactekaaocs 1o ['octuHoi BMecTe co cTpyil-
KaMU apoMaTHOTO Tiapa, U3-1moj] KPpbIky haphOpoBO¥ CYTHHIIBI, BMECTE C 3allaXxaMU KaPEHOU PHIObI
U CBeXel Bbileukr. HOUHON MOTBUIEK, OAYpPEBIIUI OT BCEX STUX apOMAaToOB, OMJICS O CTEKJISTHHBIN
KOJIIAK KEPOCHHKH, MOJBEIIEHHO! of noTosnkoM. Jlamma kavanach, M Ha cTeHax goma Marymku
Houu TaH1IeBaIM UIMHHBIE TEHU.

Ho6posnas IToBaprxa 1uia BIOJIb CTONA, PACKIaAbIBas Mepel )KUIbLIAMK ITPUOOPHI U MOTPaB-
JISis1 TAPEJIKH, YTOOBI BCE BHITJIS/IENIO YMHHO M aKKypaTHO. B OTBET KuIIblibl O1arofapuim ee, pacchl-
MAJIMCh B KOMIUTMMEHTax. KTo — rpoMKo, a KTo — efjBa CJIBIIHBIM IieriotoM. [Jooposnas [Moeapuxa
MoOUsIa U MOXBaty, U rpyoyio jectb. Ceifuac JIUIO ee JJACKOBOE, TOJICThIE TYObI 3aCThITH B YIIBIOKE,
HO HEJIb3s1 Ipeyrafarh, Korja u noyeMy OHa MOXET nepemeHumscsi. ECy 310 ciiyduTcsi, BCeM 3Jech
HE TMO30POBUTCS, TaK 3a4eM Xke OyIUTh JIMXO?

Ho6po3snas [ToBaprxa uzer, kak ruibiBeT. OrpoMHasi ¥ TOJICTas, CJIOBHO €€ HaKavyaJld BO3LYXOM.
Ee Teneca KomplyTcst pu KaxaoMm mare. [ pyOoTKkaHOe TiiaThe TOro U IIISII PACON3EeTCs 110 IIIBAM.
Ha nosice BUCAT HOKM — [TI0)KMHA ITUPOKKUX MSCHUIIKMX TecakoB. C HEKOTOPHIX OHA TaK M HE OTMbLIA
TTHAa KPOBH, U JKWJIBLIBI /1), HET JIM TYT Kakoro Hameka. Hoxu 3BeHenu, ynapssich Ipyr o Apyra.

Marymka Houn 3apepxkuBanach, u 310 Oecriokomno [Toapuxy. OHa HyTpom uysiia — BCe
3T0 HecnpocTta. YTo-To BOT-BOT ciyuuTcs... Ho oHa He moHumana, xopolee uin mioxoe. ToncTbie
NaJIblibl IpOXKaIM OT HereprieHus. Ee HacTpoeHue nepeaasoch U MpoYuM KuibliaM. To OOuH, TO
Apyroi obopaurBajICsS U CMOTpeS Ha BXOIHYIO IBEpb. Pa3roBopsl 3a CTOIOM 3a3BYYasd THUIIE, U B
KAKOI-TO MOMEHT BJIPYI' CMOJIKJIM. ByaTO y KWJIBLIOB OJHOBPEMEHHO 3aKOHUYMJIMCH BCE TEMBI IS
Oecel] WM WX Cpa3wiia BHe3amHas HeMoTa. [loBuciia HelloBKast may3a — HUKTO He XOTesl HAauMHATb
TOBOPUTD TIEPBBIM.

— Moxer, s nounTaio razery? — npeaioxui npogeccop CUKOPCKUA, JILICHIT CTApUK, C MOP-
IIMHUCTOW LBITUISTYbEN 1ieei U OyieqHO-KenTol Koxel. OH ¢ HaJIe) A0 OIJIsi/IeN KIIBIIOB, IIyPsCh
M3-TIO/I CeITBIX OpOBEH.

— IIpocum, nmpocum. .. — 3al1enTaal TeHU C JAJIbHEro KOHIA CTOJa.

ITpopeccop Cukopckuil packyiaHsics, NPUKUMas PyKy K I'pyId, HO HE BCTaBas C Kpecsa-
KaTajku. TpsACyIMMUCS MaibllaMU OH Pa3BEepHYJI ra3eTy Ha HY)KHOM CTPAHHUIIEC Y TIPUHSIICS YUTATh:

— Cero qHs1 U3BECTHBIN SHTOMOJIOT, WIEH-KOPPECOHJeHT AKaeMuu Hayk, ipogeccop Ockap
Cuxopckuit opuIambHO MpU3HaH MOruOmmM. Tesno yueHoro Tak v He ObLJI0 OOHApYXeHO, HO. ..

lazera Obuta maTupoBaHa (beBpajieM Thicssua IeBITHCOT Broporo rofa. llyprmamas Oymara,
Ka3aJ10Ch, TOTO U MISiIU pacchiriercs B rpax. Kak u cam CUKOpcKuid.

— Tol ynTaN 3TO yXKe ThICAUY pa3, JOporou, — nepeduna ero odposnas [Moapuxa. Ee romoc
TATYYUH U CIIAJIKVI, KaK CIMBOYHAs TsHy4Yka. Ho Oyib oHa cefiuac B pyroM oOnu4be, mpodeccopy
MPUIILIOCH OBl HECTIAIKO.

— YuTarh CBOI HEKPOJIOT TaK ke 3a0aBHO, KaK MOOBIBATh HA COOCTBEHHBIX TIOXOPOHAX, — O0U-
XKeHHO cka3a CUKOPCKUH.
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OH cHOBa MOJHST ra3eTy — CAMOBIIIOOJIEHHBI BOPWIMBBIH CTApPUKAIIIKa, HO HE YCIIeNl OH U pTa
PACKpBITh, KaK M3-3a JBEPH JOHECIOCH ONNTYIIUTEIbHOE BOPOHbE KapKaHbe. Jlammna 3akadanack, Oyaro
T10 HeW CUJILHO YJAapUJIM; KPBIIIKa C TPOXOTOM yIajia C CYITHULBI; TEHU Ha CTEHAX 3aKpyKWiuch. Bee
JKUJTBIIbI TIOBBICKAKMBAJTH M3-32 CTOJIA, OIIPOKUIBIBASI CTYJIbsI I POHSISI TAPEJIKH, U TYPbOO OPOCHIIHCH
K BbIxony. 1 Tonbpko CHUKOpCKMI OCTasICsl CUJETh, pa3MaxuBasi ra3eTou:

— Mens! Bol 320011 MeHs !

Hap ero ronoBoii Tpeneras KpbUIbIIIKaMHU MerebHbI MOThUIeK. [Tpodeccop Cukopckuii 3Had,
YTO 3TO 3a KabOUYKa M Kak OHa HasbiBaeTcsi. Ho KoMy 310 ceityac MHTepecHO?
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CaioBo Kopoast Boponos

Boponsl yepabiM cMepueM Kpyxuian Hag gomom Marymku Houn. Kpeutatas peida-cgmorep
Aposkajia Ha IITHJIe, HalyraHHAsI 9TUM sIBJIeHHEM. Bce 3HaioT, 4To pelObI OOSITCS MTHII, OT ITHIT I00pa
He k1. CKpun CTapoy KeCTH TOHYJI B BOPOHBMX KPUKaX U ILIEJIECTE KPbLIbEB.

Marymxka Houu ciyctuiiack ¢ Kpbliblia M IIpOLILIA Ha cepeiiHy ABopa. KecTkas TpaBa Lapa-
najia 00Chle CTYIHU, TOJIOBKH YePTOIOJIoXa HETUISUIMCh 3a OO TuiaThs, HO Marymika Houn atoro
He 3amevania. OHa OblTa CIMINKOM 3auHTprroBana. OHa BHEsa, YTO MTUILI! IBUJIMCH HE TIPOCTO TaK:
OHU YTO-TO €U MPUHECIIH.

Kusblibl JOMa BBICHIIAUIM HA KPBUIBLIO U OCTAHOBUWJIMChH, HE pellasich CIyCTUThbCs. Briepeau
Bcex crosiia JJooposnast [ToBapuxa, ee Kpyrioe JIMIO APoxkaIo MeJkou psaobio. [ToBaprxa Oblia Tak
B3BOJIHOBaHA, YTO B JTIOOOH MOMEHT MOIJIA nepemeHumuvcst. 3a ee cnuHoi masunia Hekro Tormmid —
TUXWIA YeJIOBEK-TITHIIA, C NeYaIbHBIM JIUIIOM M 00pyOKaMu BMECTO KpbUTbeB. Bce Momuanu u cMoT-
peJii Ha BOPOHOB M Ha XO35IMKY JIOMa.

Marymxka Houn nozpHsiia onHy U3 pykK, IpoTaruBas ee K Kpyxamumces nruuam. OqHa u3 HUX
KaMHEM yIajia BHU3, JIMIIb Y CAMOW 3eMJIM paclipaBUB KpbuUlbsl. KpymnHbI YepHBII BOPOH KPENKO
BIETIMJICS] KOTTSIMU B pyKaB Iu1aThsl. He mpocto Bopon — cam Koposb. C Buy ero ObUI0 He OTIIMYUTh
OT ero pellape, BaccalioB U IPUABOPHBIX 1aM. YepHble, OTJIMBAIOIIME CUHEBOW NEPbS1, YEPHbII KJTIOB
n yepHsble 1aza. Ho Marymka Houn 3Hai1a, ¢ keM numMeer Jeno.

— IoGpoit HouH, Barie BenuecTBO. — OHa YyTh CKJIOHHJIA TOJIOBY.

— Jo6ponouu! [To6poHoun! — Bopon 3a0ui kpeutbsimu. — [lourenue! [Moutenue!

OcraJibHBle MITUIIBI Pa3pa3swIMCh XPUTLUTBIMU KprKaMu. Bee O6patbst u cecTpsl, Beaen 3a Kopo-
JIeM, CIIeIWIIY BblKa3arh noutenue Marynike Houn. OHa B3MaxHysia Jpyroil pykou, NpuHUMas pu-
BETCTBUSI.

— Yro npuBeso Bac K Moemy jiomy?

Koponbs BoponoB HemHoro ycrokowsicsi. OnycTuB rojioBy, OH B3IIsiHY1 Ha Marymky Houn
BJIAKHBIM IJI1a30M.

— Koponb gan cnoo! — kapkHys oH. — Koposb 3akmouni caenky! Koposs npocut o nomoriu!

— O nmomomu? — Marymika Houn cipunyna 6poBu. — M yem xe s MOTy IOMOYb BallleMy BeJT-
yecTBy?

— Hom! — kpuknyn Koposb. — Jom! Ipuiot! Cembs!

O Banieten ¢ pyku Marymiku Houn u TyT ke onmyctusicss 00paTHo. MOKpbIe Tiepbsi TOTIOPIIH-
JMch Ha 3arpuBKe. OCTpple KOI'TH BOH3WJIMCH B 3aI1sICThe MaTyIllIKU MOYTH 10 KPOBHU.

— IIrenen! Bo3pmu nreHua!l

Jlpyrve nTHIbl CIYCTUIMCh HAXKE, YTOOBI OHAa MOTJIa 3a0paTh y HUX Oelbiii cBepToK. U cpasy
oTeTesu, 60sICh CIMIIKOM J0JT0 ocTaBarhes psgoM. Tonbko Koponb ocrasics Ha mecre.

— IIrenna?

Marymka Houn nogHsina cBepTok. OH OKa3aJics JOBOJIBHO TSKETIBIM. .. ¥ OH ObLT k1BOM. OHa
yCIbIIIana, Kak CTyYUT KPOIIEYHOEe CepIeyKo U Kak OeXHT Mo BeHaMm KpoBb. Marymika Houn pas-
BepHYyJIa OeJylo TKaHb.

Muapnener. .. Beero Heckombko MecsitieB oT poay. leBouka. OHa criasia, 3aaB BO PTY OOJIBIION
nasienl. YepHble BOJIOCHKY CJIOBHO MPUKJIEMIM K Makyike. OT peGeHKa Maxjio TEeIUIbIM MOJIOKOM U
neyeHbeM. Ho Marymka Houn ycoblnana eme u 3arnax oras v rapy, 3amax Joxas u cmeptu. Kon-
YMKaMU NaJIbLIEB OHA IOTPOHYJIACH O IIEKU MJIaJIeHIIa U OfIepHYJIa pyKy, OynTo o0oxriack. PebeHok
3aBOpoYaICs.

— Hy, 3apaBcTBYyii, 60porerox. Jo6po moxanoBars B MO JOM.

W ycnbinag ee, 1eBovka oTKpblia riasza. YepHsle, kak y camoit Maryiiku Houn, TosbKO KUBBIE.
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Vpaak nHaoaogaer

VYpaak npurawics B ryCTOM nomjiecke psaoM ¢ gomom Marymku Houun. Bee ene cHapyxu
MOKOCHBIIICHCST OTpajibl, HO MPEkAe OH He TOIOUpaJCS K STOMY MeCTy Tak Omm3ko. OT coOCTBeH-
HOH XpaOpOCTH roJioBa Iula KPyroM, ero TpsIC/IO Kak B JIMXOPAAKE, BOJIOCKU Ha 3arpuBKe IIEBEIH-
avuck. EMy HUYEro He CTOMJIO OIHUM MPBIKKOM MEPEMaxHyTh Yepe3 PELIETKY M OKa3aTbCs no my
cmopony. TaM-TO YK TOYHO HaHieTcss YeM HaOuTh kemylok. .. Ho Yprmak Obl1 mocTatouHo Onaropa-
3yMeH, 4TOOBI He MITY Ha TIOBOJLY y CBOUX JKeJTaHUH. A MOXET, OH CITMIIKOM Oosiicst Marymiky Houwn.
INoka eme Gosics.

VYpnak cuaen Ha KOPTOUKax, KOHYMKAMH MaJblIeB ONMUpasich O Maityio JuctBy. CropOieHHast
¢urypa, 6onee TeHb, YeM KTO-TO KUBOU. Pasiabl CIOPTYKa BOJIOYHMIIKCH 0 3eMJIE, CMSTHIA IVITUHIP
TO 1 J1es10 crioi3ait Ha Jio0. [omvaca Hazan Ypoak moiiMast B KycTax IMy3aToro KpanvBHUKA U CJIOMAT
ero, He ycresa nraxa Jaxe MUKHYThb. Tenepb mecTpble MephIKY MPUIAIUI K KOCTISBOMY MOA00-
POIKY, CJIOBHO y HErO BBIPOCIIA Kyliast KO3JIMHAsE OOpOIKa.

Mucrep I'omi, BepHbIi ApYT U MOMOIIHUK, BBIIJISIIBIBAJ U3-32 BOPOTA CIOPTYKA. YpAAK pacce-
SIHHO IJIaJWJ1 TUTIOLIEBOTO Me/IBEs 110 MaKyIlIKe, TPUroBapuBasi:

— Bl Buaure 310, Muctep ['om? Buaure?

OH BCTpsixHYJ cBOETO Apyra, u mucrep ['om kuBHy. Pazymeercs, OH Bce BUAMT, IYCTh J1axke
I71a3a-TTyTOBHIIBI OOJITAIOTCS Ha THIJIBIX HUTKAX.

Hom Marymku Houn nexan nepes HUMM Kak Ha JIafoHu. M3 yKpbiTus Ypaak BUgen ABOp,
3apOCIIUI COPHSKaMU, U caMy Xo03siiiky. Maryiiika Houu — BbIcOKasi ¥ Tolasi, Koxa Ja KOCTH, eCTb
TaM coBepIIeHHO Heuero. CropOMBIIKCH, OHA pa3riisiablBajia HeKuil Oeliblil cBepToK. YepHble BOPOHBI
KPYXWJIM XOpOBOJ HaJ ee ros1oBoi. O! Kak Obl OH XOTeJ1 TOCBOPAYMBAaTh STUM IITHUIIAM I U BIIUTHCS
3ybamu B Tperenyniyo 1iotk! Ho HacTosimuil IkeHTIIbMEeH JOJIKeH JepkaTh ceOsl B pyKax.

Marymka Houn uTo-T0 ckazasia — Ypruak yBHIeN, Kak MeBeIbHYIUCH ee TYObl, — OJHAKO 3a NITH-
YbUMH KPUKaMH He pa3o0pait HU cyioBa. OH BHITSHYI IIEI0 W KaJHO MpHUHIOXAICA. [Tydku canbHBIX
BOJIOC HaJ| YIIaMH 3a/1poKaid. JIerkuil BETEpOK JIOHEC 3aaxy MOKPOM TpaBbl M ITUYBETO MIOMETa —
SIBJICHUE TaKOW OOJIBIION cTau He MpoxonuT OeccrienHo. Ho BoBce He 9TH 3amaxu XOTes YCIbIIaTh
Vpnax. OH npoposkai TAHYTh HOCOM BO3/1yX, TOKa HAKOHELl CPpeJi MHOTHMX apOMAaToB He Halles TOT,
KOTOPbIN ucKal. HexxHbIl, Teruiblid, caagkuid... M oT 9Toro 3amaxa poT y HEro TyT e HaIrlOJTHWIICS
CJIIOHOM U JKEJTYBIO.

— Tam yrto-TO BKycHOe, Muctep [oml. .. — mpoinesnecresn Ypaak, Ha roJiiara nogoupasich ommke
K orpaze. — 1 s xouy 310.

MBbICIeHHBIM B30POM OH YK€ BHJET MaJleHbKUe Oelible KOCTOUKH, YyBCTBOBAJ TEPIKUI BKYC
KPOBM Ha si3blke. BeuHblil 10J10] MOJACTETHYJ €r0 Kak IUIEThI0. YPAaK IOIOM3 Jablile, He CITycKas
I71a3 co cBepTKa B pykax Marymiku Houn. EMy kKa3anoch, OH CIBIIIAT OMeHre KPOIIeYHOro cepaeyuka
— 9XO0 €ro CTy4aJo B yIlax, Kak OapadaHHasi JpoOb, OT3BIBASICH IPOKBIO BO BCEM Telle.

Komnoyas miers exeBUKM BLENWIACh B 3allSICThe, OCTPBIE LIMIBI OLlapanay KOxXy. Yprak
OTHpsiHYy/1. MoTHYBIIasics rojosa Mucrepa ['oma ynapuia ero mo ropiy, 1 oH ocraHoBuicsi. Heno-
YMEHHO MOCMOTpEJT Ha Me/IBE/Isl, @ MTHOBEHHE CITyCTsI YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— Ha, BbI paBbl, muctep lomr. Bpems eiie He npuiuio. ..

VYpaak CIUTIOHYN TOPBKYIO CITIOHY. 07107 KUCTIOTOM Ker KeTy[doK, HO JII0OYI0 TBITKY MOXKHO
BBITEPIETh, €CJIM IOMHUTb O Harpaje, Kotopasi kJIeT B KOHIE. A MoKa... [IInHHas pyka MeTHYyJach
B TEMHOTY. [layiblibl COMKHY/IMCh HA KPOIIEYHOM TeJIblie 3a3€BaBIIEHCS 3€MJIEPOIKHU, OTHUM JBU-
JKEHHUEM CJIOMaB 3BEepbKy XpeOeT. YpIak mporjoTui J0ObYY HEeJIMKOM, MyUUTEIbHBIM YCUTUEM, HO
HUYYTh HEe OOSICh TIONABUTHCS.

[TonHsB B34, OH YBUAEN, Kak uiorep NpoBopaynBaeTcsi BOKpYr ocu. Ha rosose kpbuiatoi
PBIOMHBI YCTPOWIIMCH JIBA BOPOHA, €111e TIOJII0KUHBI CKAKaJIM 110 Yepenuiie. Ypaak OOMu3HYJICS.
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— Korma-aubynp stot gom Oyaer moum. CloBO JkeHTIbMeHa, muctep [omi, Bce 310 Oyner
MOHM.
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Nwms 1J1st BOpOHEHKa

— Kakas xe ona xopomenbkasi! — JJooposmas [ToBaprxa cKJIOHWIACh HaJ MJIaJICHIIEM U TTOTJIa-
IWjIa KPYIJIBIA JKMBOTUK TOJICTHIM majibiieM. Hortu y Jo6posnoit [loBapuxu MoacTpukeHbl OYEHb
KOPOTKO, a MOAYIIEYKH MablieB MATKUe, KaK YepHbIil OapxaT. Ee MpukocHOBeHUE Jierye JbIXaHusl
CBE’KEro BeTepKa JYIIHOU JIETHEW HOYbIO.

JleBouKa MUCKHYJIA, €l ObLJIO IIEKOTHO. PO30BBIE BEKH Uy Th PUITYXJIH, & 3paYKH TAKHE OIPOM-
HbIE, YTO 32 HUMU HE pasmiseTh OeJKU M paly’kKy. B 4epHBIX I1a3zax oTpaxauoch JUIo0 Marymiku
Houu — 6iiegHoe, TOYHO 3UMHHI MECSII.

— JlaBHEeHBKO Y Hac He ObLIO JieTeld, — mporoBopuiia Maryiika. — 1 yxe u 3a0blia, Kak 3TO.

JleBouka Jiexkaia y Hee Ha pykax, Ho Marymka Houn nepxana ee HeyBepeHHO. Kak Ba3y u3
KocTsiHOTO (hapdopa, KOTopast TOro U INISAN PACCHIILIETCS Ha TPyAy XPYyINKUX yepenkos. [1o ntuny He
cKaskelb, Ho Marymka Houun Obuta pactepsiHa.

Kusblibl ToMa CTONIWIIMCh BOKPYT XO3(WKHU. BceM XOoTenoch B3IVISSHYTh Ha CTPaHHBINA Jap
Kopons Boponos. Hekto Tommuii TSHY/ ATMHHYIO 1IE10, 3arisiabiBast yepes riedo JJooposnoii [Tosa-
PUXH, ¥ METOAWYHO Ka4asl FOJIOBOM TO JIM B 3HAK OIOOPEHUs, TO JIM MIPEAUYBCTBYS TpsiayIIve Oe/pbl.
BecrioTHas TeHps nponuia ckBo3b Tesio Matymiku Hour 1 ckBO3b MiTaJieHIIa U pacTasijia 001aukoM
apiMa. EnBa coblHbINA rooc, TUIIE TOC/IEIHEro BA0Xa, MPOIIeNTa:

— Xusoe cepae. .. I'opsyas KpoBb. .. OueHb ropsyasi. . .

Ho ero nepe6un HeroBombHBIN cKpHI rpodeccopa CUKOPCKOTO:

— A xak xe 51?7 [Nokaxute MHe!

Marymka Houn oOGepHynach, M KUJIBIBI JIOMa pacCcTYMWINCh repen Xos3siikoi. [lepen Hei
nipenctan CUKOPCKUN — Ha JILICOM MakyIllKe, KpamyaTton OT CTapYeCKUX MSATEH, 30JI0TUIUCh KAl
HOYHOTO J0XKS.

CUKOpPCKHUH €JI03WIT TI0 KpecTy-KaTallke, XBaTasiCh 3a MOJIOKOTHUKH, OYJTO XOTeJ MOTHATHCS
Y TIONIPUBETCTBOBATh MAJICHBKYIO TOCTBIO CTOSI, KaK M MOJ00AET BeKJIMBOMY MykuuHe. Ho oH ObLT
CJIMILIKOM CTap, ¥ HOTW ero He Aepkayu. Kieruarslil 1uie croi3 ¢ KOJEH M 3alyTajicsl B CULax
KoJieca.

Marymka Houun marnyna K crapuky, IpoTsarusas eMy 1eBodky. Hekoropoe Bpems TOT pasmis-
IbIBaJI €€, HArHyBIIKCh TaK HU3KO, YTO MOYTH 3a€BAJl MAJIBIIIKY KPIOUKOBATHIM HOCOM.

— ®u... — HakoHen npoTsaHya Cukopckuil. — JleBuonka! Hamydaemcs mbl ¢ Held, MIOMSIHUTE
Moe ¢10BO. OT J€BYOHOK OJTHU HENPUSTHOCTH.

Tomoc ero mposBydan cepauto, OynTo OOelIaHHbIe HENPUSATHOCTH YXe Havaiucb. Ho ot
B3rs11a Marymiku Houn He yCKOJIb3HYJI0, Kak HEPBHO M YacTo 3a/ieprajach €ro meka.

JleBouka BepTesia roJIoBOM, OIJIsi/IbiBasi coOpaBIIMXCs. Bynb oHa crapiie, oHa Obl MCITyraiach.
HagepHsika Obl uctyranach. B Tonre AUKOBUHHBIX CO3[aHUI OBUIO KOTO OOSITHCS: 3[€Ch XBATAJIO U
KJIBIKOB, M KOTTEW, U CBETAIIMXCA KpacHbIX mia3. Ho peBouka Obuta ciumkoMm Mana. B ee rmmazax
CBETHJIOCH JIMIIIb U3YMJICHUE U JIIOOOMBITCTBO.

— A xax ee 30ByT? — cipocuia Jloopo3nas [ToBaprxa u MormeKoTana MaJbIIKy Mo/ Iogo0po-
KOM, KaK KOTeHKa. [[eBOoYKa MOMbITaIach CXBaTUTh €€, HO MaJel] OKa3aJcs AJisl Hee CIUIIKOM OOJTb-
M. — Y peOeHKa JOIKHO OBITh M.

— Nmsa? — oro3Banack Maryiika Houwu.

Omna nocmotpena Ha Koposnst BopoHOB, TPUTAHIIOBBIBAIOLIETO HA KPalo HaBeca HaJl KPbLIbLOM.
370 Ke OH MpUHeC pedeHKa, MOKET, eMy ero ¥ HaseiBaTth? Ho y BOPOHOB Bce MMEHa 3Bydar OfiiHa-
KOBO, U €/1Ba JIM OHU NMOJOKAYT JeBouKe. CUKOPCKMIA MPUIIOAHSIICS HA KPECJe U XOTeN YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh, HO B TIOCJIE/IHUN MOMEHT TIPUKYCHII SI3bIK. «MMS... UMSL...» — 3allIeIeCTeId HeBUAVMBbIC TeHHU.

— Tax kak xe 30ByT TeOsI, BOPOHEHOK ?

—Va... ya! — no3Basa geBouka, npotsaruBas py4oHku k Maryiike Houn u k Jlecy 3a ee ciHOiA.
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N Jlec orBetmi1. Pe3kuil nopeiB BeTpa pacTpenas BOJIOChl MaTyIlKK U IIBBIPHYJI YTO-TO B JIaJ10-
Ky neBouku. OHa TyT ke cxkalia KyJ1adok, Ho Maryiika Houn paskasna ee nasbiipl. B pyke y neBouku
JIeXka OCTPBIA cepeOpUCTO-3eNIeHbIN JIUCT — moaapok borpimoro Jleca.

— UBa, — ckazana Marymika Houu, nogHsB JIMCT IBYMS NAJIbLIAMU.

Tak oHU ee ¥ Ha3BwIHU.
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IlepBbIil BCTPEYHbIN

— JIleBouka xouer ecTh, — 3as1Buia JJooposnas [Toapuxa. — M ona moxer npoctynuTbes. Hano
OTHECTH €€ B JIOM. I corpeo MoJoka.

Bynp ee Bossi, oHa OBl yke TaBHO 3a0pasia pebeHka u3 pyk Marymku. Ho uaru nmpotus Xo3siiku
B 3TOM OOJIMYMM OHa ModarBajachk. B Ipyrom ke oOnMuuM riia3a ei 3acTHiiajl KpOBaBblil TyMaH, U
OHa HE NIOHMMAaJIa, YTO TBOPUT.

— Pano, — ckazana Marymka Houun. OHa crosiyia oM K TeMHou creHe Bosbioro Jleca u
Yero-To kAaja.

Ho6posznas [ToBapuxa mpocieaunia 3a ee B3IAI0M. Jlec 3a MOKOCHBIIEHCS OTrpagoi myMe
Tskesio 1 ycrano. OH poc 37ech €lle B T€é BPEMEHA, KOIAa 3eMJII0 CKOBBIBAJIM JIEJsIHbIE ILIANKH, a
rieperyraHHble JIIOIU MPATATUCH B MeIepax, KM KOCTPHI U Jeald KaMeHHble HAKOHEYHUKH IS
crpes. OH poc 37iech 1 MHOTO PaHbIlle, KOTJ]a HUKAKUX JIlofiel He ObUTIO M B MIOMUHE, a 3BepH ObUIH
TaK BEJIMKH, YTO JOCTaBaIX OO Heba.

B crycruBieiics TeMHOTE yke He pasIyIsfieTb OTACNbHBIX AepeBbeB. OcTanach JUIb YepHast
CT€Ha, OTTOPOAMBILIAs JOM OT OCTaJIbHOrO MUpa. O 4eM-TO TOCKJIMBO KPUKHYJIA HOYHAs NTULA: « Kaii-
oyy!», GecIITyMHON TEHBIO 3aMeTaJIach JIETy4asi MbIIIIb.

— YT0 3HaUUT «paHo»? — Haxmypuiace [loBapuxa.

— JIOMKHO CITy4nThCs KOe-4To elrie. TakoB MOps/IOK BEILeil.

— Kro-To nomxken npuiitu u3 Jleca? — noraganace [loBapuxa.

— a, — kuBHyna Matymika Houn. OHa npuriaguia yepHsle BOJIOCUKY Ha yelike y VBb, a korjaa
J€BOYKa IMOIbITAJIaCh CXBAaTUTh €€ 32 MaJlell, JIETOHbKO LIEJKHY/IA MAJIBIIIIKY 110 HOCY.

[NoBapuxa KymaxTHysa, OyATO OrpOMHAsi TEMHOKOXasl KypHIla-HacelKa, M Haaysia TOJICThIE
ryOBI.

— JloOpble mony He XoAAT HOoublo 1o Jiecy. Ox! KoneuHo, Magam, s He Bac UMeEIO B BUALY... —
Omna B3/1pOrHyJia, M1 OrPOMHBIE HOXKHU Ha M0SICE OTO3BAIUCH METAJNTIMYECKUM JISI3TOM.

Marymka Houn cioBHO Obl HUYEro He Yciblliaia. Be3JOHHBIMM IJ1a3aMU OHa CMOTpesia Ha
JIECHYIO yallry.

— 'V neBoukM JOMKEH ObITh KpecTHBIN. TOT, KTO CTaHEeT 3a00TUThCS O HEW M HAyIUT ee TOMY,
yero Mbl He 3HaeM. KTo-T1o He u3 3toro noma. IlepBblil BCTpeUHBIN.

— A! — nporsnyna IloBapuxa. — D10 Takass UCTOpUS. . .

B 3apocsax exeBukn Ypaak 3aBOPOYAIICS, YCIIBIIIAB T CJI0BA. 3a00TUTHCsA? YK OH-TO CyMeeT
1o3a00TUThCs 0 MitajeHIe. Ha yeTBepeHbkax oH cras mogdupatbes K jomy. Koctoukn, MasieHbKue
OeJble KOCTOYKY M Terwioe cepatie. .. Muctep ['oin Buenusics B KOJIIOUYIO BETKY U OTKA3aJICs ee OTITyC-
Katb. OT 3510cTH YpIak 4yTh HE OTOPBAJ CBOEMY APYTY Jially, HO B TO K€ MTHOBEHHUE U3 Jieca MOsIBU-
Jlach BBICOKasl TeMHasl (purypa M 3aiarajia K BOpoTaM. Ypaak TyT ke BkaJicsl B 3eMili0. B KoTopbiii
pa3 muctep ['omr cniac ero ot 6eapl. Kak oH Mor coMHeBaThesi B CBOeM Jipyre?

OxomHux. ..

Bopota pacnaxHynmick camMmu coO0id, CO CKPUTIOM, OT KOTOPOTo JIoMuJIo 3yObl. Ha Gr1eiHOM sutie
Marymku Houn nosiBuiiach efipa 3aMeTHast yJIblOKa.

— IIpusetcTByto TeOs1, Xo3siika! — OXOTHUK TIOAHSIT PYKY.

B HOUM 0OH GosTBIIIE IOXOAMT HA AUKOTO 3BEps], YeM Ha yesioBeka. OrpoMHBIi, JIOXMAaThIH, T1a3a
onectat B TemHoTe. CrenaB /iBa 1mara oT BOpoT, OXOTHUK OCTAHOBHWIICS, ONIMPAsICh HA ITTMHHOE PYKbeE,
KaK Ha IOCOX.

— M1 xnamu Teds, — ckazaia Matymka Houw.

— 310 ou?! — 3amenrana JJooposnas [ToBapuxa. — [la pa3Be IeBOYKE. ..

— IlepBblil BeTpeuHslid, — ckazana Marymika Houu, u [ToBapuxa cmosnkiia.

— XKnuamu? 51 e 3a BOpOHaMU. DTH YEPTOBBI MITUIIBI CITYTHYJIH MOIO T0OBITY !

21



. I'. Konopgan. «Jdom Houm»

OH cMayHO CIUTIOHYJT MO/ HOT'!.

— ¢ Tpu nHSA BBICTEKUBAN 3Bepsi! — MPOJOIKIII OH, U B TOJIOCE MTPO3ByYaia oouma. — A Korjaa
TOT OBUT TaK OJIM3KO, YTO s MOT CXBATUTh €r0 32 POT, STH BOPOHHI. . .

— Bopons! npuBenu 1edst B Hy)KHOEe MECTO U B HY)KHOE BpeMsl, — ckazaia Marymika Houw.

Ona Bapyr okazazach psaoM ¢ OXOTHUKOM, CJIOBHO MEpEeHecIach K HeMy 110 Bo3yxy. U Tobko
torga OXOTHHUK 3aMEeTHJI, UYTO OHA AePKUT B pyKax. OH OTHPsIHYIT OT Hee Kak OT OrHs, OyATO HUKOT/Ia
B XKM3HU HE BUJEI MJIAJICHIICB.

— Yro 3t0?! KT0...

— 310 ’Ba. A Tbl — nIepBbIil BCTpEeYHBIN. Thl 3HACIIb, YTO STO 3HAUUT.

— Ho 310 %e neBouka! — OXOTHUK OOEpHYJICS Ha TeMHEIIIUN 3a crrHOu Jiec. MBa Tyt xe
CXBaTHJIa €T0 3a JUIMHHYI0 OOpO/Y, aBast TIOHSTH, YTO HUKY/Aa OH OT Hee He cOexuT. Matymka Houn
THXO 3aCMEsIACh.

— Tel nomxeH cnenats et nogapok. Takue npasuia.

— ¥V MeHs K€ HUYEro Her. ..

OXOTHUK TIOKOCHJICSI HA PYXb€, 3aT€M Ha HOX, KOTOPBIM CAENAT U3 KaMHSI.

— Huuero Takoro, 94to MOXHO TIOIapPUTh JICBUOHKE.

Marymka Houn mpuitypuiack, U mof ee B3rIsAaoM OXOTHHUK TMEpecTyu ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY.
B Bosnbiom Jlecy oH BCTpeuyast TakKuX UyIuIll, KaKMX HE YBUIUIIL B CAMbIX CTpamIHbIX cHaX. OH
BBIXO/IMJT O/IMH Ha OJIMH MPOTUB YEPHOTo MeBeIs, Korna uckan cebe sxeny. OH apascs ¢ YepBem Ha
6onorax u Buzen [lepBo3eeps... Ho ceituac, ObITh MOXET, BIIEPBBIE B JKU3HHU, TIO €r0 CIMHE 3a0eraim
MYypAIlKH.

— ITocmoTpu nosyunie.

OXOTHUK 3axJonan ceds 1Mo Tpyau U Mo Oeapam: MOPOXOBHUIIA, KOKAHBIN MEIIOUeK ¢ KpeM-
HsAMH. .. [TabIpl HAIyaIM 4TO-TO BBITSHYTOE U TBepoe. Y OH BhITAIMIT TIOKENITEBIIHIA 3y0, J1JTHU-
HOM ¢ ero MusuHell. Maryiika Houn MeyieHHO KUBHYJIA.

—3ro kibik [TepBo3Beps, — ckazasl OXOTHUK, BKJIA/IbIBast 3y0 B KPOIICYHYIO JIA/IONIKY. — MHOTO
JIeT Ha3a/l 51 10OBUT €T0 B KECTOKOW CXBATKe.

U VBa cxana nomapok Tak CHIIBHO, CJIOBHO COOpAJiach HUKOI/IA B KM3HU HE OTITYCKaTh €ro.

22



. I'. Konopgan. «Jdom Houm»

Bsazanune Martymku Houn

B nome Marymku Houn 66110 THX0. [Ipa3aHUYHBIN yKWH, YCTPOSHHBIN B 4ecTh VIBbI, 4epHO-
7123070 BOPOHEHKA, 3aKOHYMJICS, U JKUJIbIIbI pa30pesuch 1Mo KOMHaTaM. 3a CTOJIOM OCTaJICS TOJIbKO
OXOTHHUK, /12 ¥ TOT YK€ KJIeBaJI HOCOM HaJl KPY)KKOW C OCTBIBIIMM ITUHTBEeHHOM. J[loOpo3nas [loBa-
puxa yorpasia ocyay ¥ KOCHJIach Ha CropOMBIIYIOCs (pUrypy, OONaueHHYIO B Tpsi3HbIe MIKYpbl. OT
ofexpl OXOTHUKA MOJHUMAJICS Nap U BOHSUIO IOTOM M JIECOM, TWHOM U ITUMKUM 3BepeM. B ero
TapeJIKe JIeKaIM pasrpbl3eHHbIe KOCTH, a KOe-4TO 3acTpsiio B Oopone. OXOTHUK HE PU3HABaN CTO-
JIOBBIX TPUOOPOB — MOXJIEOKY OH XJie0asl U3 MHUCKH, MsICO pBaJ pykamu. Hy yeMy OH MOXeT Hay4YuTh
J€BOYKY?

Manenbkas MBa cnana B iepeBsSHHON KonbiOenu y Hor Marymku Houw, efiBa CiIbIIIHO BCKpU-
KMBasi BO cHe. B yajiomke oHa cxxrMana kisik [lepBo3Bepst — TOT ellie mogapok OT KPeCTHOTO.

N Tonpko Marymika Houn He cMbikana mia3. Kak, Bnpoyem, 1 Bcerjga. YCTpOMBIIUCH HA CBOEM
Kpeclie-TpOHe, OHa Bsi3ajla LIBETHOE MOKpbIBaIO. KOCTsHBIE CHMIIbl MOCTYKUBAJIM APYr O JIpyra B
CIOXHOM cOuBatomemMcsi putMe. OT CIyTaHHOTO KJIyOKa TSHYJIWCH UIMHHBIE HUTH, YK€ B pyKax
XO3SIKY MeHsisl 1iBeT. KpacHblid, 3es1eHbIi, kenThiid. .. CrioBHo Matyiika Houu Bszana paayry. Kiy-
OOK y ee HOT MOATNPHIrMBaJ, KaK KUBOU.

— Tax uro xe ee xaer? — cripocuiia [ToBapuxa, npucaxubasch Ha cryi psagoM. Ctapoe aepeBo
3aCKPUIIESIO TO]] €€ BECOM.

Marymka Houn o6oxana ¢ orBetom. Crimiibl 3acTydanu ObiCTpee.

— Ku3Hb, — HaKOHEIl cKa3aJla OHa, BIUIETask B TIOKPHIBAJIO Oesylo HUTh. — Bosbinast paxocTs u
OoIBITIOE TOpE. . .

Ternepb HUTH OblIA YEPHOI.

— JIlo60Bb U CMepTh, YyJOBHIIA U Uyjeca. .. BepHsle Apy3bsi 1 BepHble Bpard. CHbI ¥ KOIIMaphI
HasBy. bonbinas Oxora. ..

Ha stux cnoBax OXOTHHMK BCKHHYJ TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpEN HAa Hee BHUMATEJbHBIMU IJ1a3aMU
L[BETA €JI0BOM XBOU.

PasHonBeTHble HUTH criIeTaloTcsi BMecte. PadoTa crioputcs, u BoT B pykax Marymku Houn
ye TOTOBOE IMOK PhIBAJIO, TIEpETMBAIOIIeeCs] BCEMH IIBETaAMU, KOTOpbIe MOKHO BOOOpa3uTh. B3maxHyB
UM HaJl TOJI0BOM, MaryIika yKpbula CISIIyIo 1eBOUKy. VBa moBepHysach Ha OOYOK M MPUHSLIACH
cocarb Majell.

— Ipukmouenus u onacHoctd. OHM UAYT 32 HeWl, Kak co0aku B3siBIIMe ciaea. OHu Beeraa OymyT
XOIMTBH 32 HEH 110 MATaM, U HE OT BCEX Mbl CMOXKEM €€ 3alUTUTh. .. DTO Jonras ucropus. HemHorue
U3 HAaC JOKUBYT JI0 €€ KOHIIA.

B nongane non gomom Yephsiit Kouerap Opocuit B TONKY 04epeaHyIo ropcThb YIS U 3aXJI0Nal B
JIaJ0IIY, KOT/Ia TUIaMs1 BCIIBIXHYJIO MAJIMHOBBIM U 3€JIEHBIM. A CHApY:KH, 3a OIpajioid, YpIaK TUXOHBKO
TO/IBBIBAJI OT TOJIOJA.
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I'maBa 2

KienoBblil caxap

— Hea!!! — I'pomornacHbl peB cotpsic oM Marymku Houn. — MiBa! HemenieHHO BbIXoau,
MaJIeHbKasl Mep3aBKa!

PoxneHHblil B IbIMHBIX HeApax KyxHu, peB BeipBasics Hapyky. Packaramu rpoma npokatuics
10 KOMHaTaM, JIECTHULIaM U Kopuaopam. [ 1e-To 3axJionaiy cTaBHY, Ije-To MOCHIIAIACh INTyKaTypKa.
A peB poJoIKaJl METaThCs MO JIOMY, 3aCTaBJIsAs KUJIbLIOB B3/paruBaTh U O3UPaThCs, a KOE-KOro —
NPSATAaTHCS B TEMHBIX YIVIAX MJIM N0 KpoBaThio. OH 100pasicst 1O caMoro Bepxa, yaapuics U3HYTpU
O KpBIIIly, IIeperyraB Mbllled, Mpu3pakoB 1 Kuralickux MnaneHueB Ha yepake, a 3aTeM 1o Tpyoam
BepHyJicsl Ha KyxHio. Pa3BerianHbple Ha CTeHaX KacTpIOId, KOTJIbl U CKOBOPOJKHM OTO3BAJIMCh KOJIO-
KOJIbHBIM Iepe3BOHOM. PasHCOBas TapesKa packosoiach Morojiam U ynaja Ha Mol

— MBal!!! Tonbko nmonaguck MHe, BOpoHbe oTpoabe! — peena [loBapuxa. — [loiimato — BbIIO-
TPOLY Kak Kypuily!

IToBapuxa B3MaxHyJa TECAKOM, U C OJIECTSALIETO JIe3BUsl COPBATUCH TPU YEPHbIE KallJIl KPOBU.
Ona ¥ B caMoM JieJie MOTPOILMIa KypHILly 10 TOro, Kak nepemenunacs. Pyku ee ObUM 1O JIOKOTh B
notpoxax u nepbsx. Hy u otkyna ViBa Morna 3HaTh, 4TO AJ151 TOTO, YTOOBI IIPUTOTOBUTH 37I0CYACTHYIO
Kypuiy, [ToBaprxe noHamoOuTcst KiieHoBbIH caxap? KTo BooOIe rotoBuT KypHity ¢ caxapom?

VBa Ha yeTBepeHbKax MPOMOI3a 3a IUTON. Yymasas MopAallika, BCs B cake, HA MTHOBEHHUE
BBITVISIHYJIA U3 YKPBITUSA U CIpsiTanack oopatHo. Kascemcsi, He 3amemuna... EcTb B JoMe MecTa, Kyzia
[MoBapuxe BoBek He noOpaTbcsi. MecTeuky, rie XyIeHbKasl MATHUIETHS AeBOYKa MOIJIA TIepekaaTh
OypIo, KOTOpYIO cama ke 1 opoauia. Mnm noxaarbces, Koraa oMol BepHercss Marymika. Ho Ha ceit
pas eii TocTasioch He camoe yaoOHoe yKpbiTHe. U He camoe HanexHoe. .. U3 jxecTsHoi 6aHKH, KOTO-
pyio MBa nprskrMana K rpy/id, OHa BbITall[MJIa SKEJITOBATHIN KPUCTAJUT KJIEHOBOTO caxapa M 3aTojKaja
B poT. OT IPUTOPHOI JIECHO CIaJOCTH 3aJIOMHIIO 3yOB.

Ymo oace denamo-mo?!

Ecmu IloBapuxa ee noiiMaer, OHa Be[lb B3allpaBjay MOXET €€ BBINOTPOIUTh. Jlaxke ecau oHa
BEpHET caxap, 3TO HU4ero He u3MeHuT. lBa mobuia [loBapuxy, HO IeBOYKa OTIIMYHO 3HAJA, YTO B
9TOM OOJTMYbE Ta HE MOKET CeOsl KOHMPOAUPOsams . ITOMY CIIOBY ee Hayurs cTapuk CUKOPCKUIA — OH
YacTo YHOTpeOIs1 My/IpeHble CJIOBEUKH, XOTS €ro yueHHLa He BCeria IOHMMAJIa, YTO OHU O3HAYAIOT.

— Ipstubcs, npssubcs! 51 Bce paBHO TeOst HAllly U BBICOCY MO3T U3 TBOMX KocTei! f uyio TBoM
3amax...

Ho6po3nas IloBapuxa crosna nocpenu Kyxuu u apiimana riyooko v rpoMko. bynp oHu Ha
ynuie, U3 ee Hozapei kiyoamu Obl Bajvul map. I1a3a mokpacHesau OT 3acTuiiaBllei ux Kposu. B
YroJIKax pTa MeHWJIach CJIIOHA, Karasl Ha TsUKeJIo B3AbIMaBiyiocs rpyap. Jluno [loBapuxu, B gpyrom
00JIMYbe TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOE, KaK JIECHOW OpeX, celdyac ObU10 MOIOYHO-0embIM. Jlake KypuaBble yep-
HbIE BOJIOCHI M T€ NOOEJIENH.

MBa cxanach B KOMOYEK, U30 BCeX CHUJI CcTapasich He Jblmarh. Cepale KOJIOTHIOCh ObICTPO-
OBICTPO — JIUILIL OBl 3TOT CTYK €€ He Bblgall... Kycouek caxapa Bo pTy Bce HE KOHYAJICH.

Tonas 6ammvakamu [ToBapuxa nponutack o Kyxue. Pa3zouras Tapeska 3axpycresa noj Tsxe-
JILIMU TTOAOIIBAMH.

— UBa... — Ha ceil pa3 ronoc IloBapuxu npo3Byyan BKpaauuBo. — VIBOHbKa, JEBOUKA MOH,
BbIXOIU. S TeOs1 He OOMKY. ..

VBa TosbKO CUIIbHEE BTsIHYJIA IOJIOBY B IUIEUH. YK OHA-TO 3HaJa, Koraa [loBapuxa no-Hacros-
memy noopas, a Korja — npurBopsiercs. [la u npuKuapBaThCs TOMTO y Hee He nomyuntcs. CTOmIo
00 3TOM moryMarth, Kak [ToBapuxa B3peBena:
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— BoIxonu ceiiuac ke, Menkasi ApsiHb!

Omna 130 Bcex cui yaapuiia o creHe. Kactpionu, KOTiisl M CKOBOpPOIKH 3arpoxoTaiu. Bes KyxHs
COZIPOTHYJIaCh, MU OT TOTO TOJMYKA OfIHA M3 CTEHHBIX IMAHEJNeH 3a IJIMTOW BIPYT OTCKOYMIIA, OTKPBIB
TEMHBIN TIPoXo. MosKeT, BEHTWIALMOHHYIO IIAXTy, MOXET, YTO-TO €llle, HO [JIABHOE — B CaMblil pa3
IJ1sl MaJIEHbKOM J1IeBOYKU. VBa uyTh He BCKpHUKHYJIa OT pajgocTi. Bot oHo! IlyTsh k cracenuto. U kak
BCEI/la — B CaMblil MOC/IEJAHUI MOMEHT. ByTO TOM Mrpai ¢ Hell B CMEPTENIbHO ONACHYIO, HO JKYTKO
YBJIEKATEJIbHYIO UTDY.

N3BepnyBuuch yxkom, Ba nonomnsna B CTOPOHY OTKpbIBIIErocs rnpoxoaa. OHa MOHATUS HE
uMelia, Ky/la OH MOXKET ee ITPUBECTH, HO ceituac 3T0 He MMeJio 3HayeHus. OHa MpOTUCHYIACh B Y3KUI
TYHHEJIb M TIONOJM3JIa BIiepes, B TEMHOTY. KecTsHKa C caxapoM CKpPUIIHYJA, 33/1€B 32 KAMEHHYIO
KJIQJIKY.

— Bort Thi rie!!! — B3peBena [NoBapuxa.

OnHUM PHIBKOM OHA OTIIBHIPHYJIA TUTMTY B CTOpOHY. [loBapuxa u B 100poM 0OMMYMM Oblia
JKEHIIMHOY He c/Iaboi, KOrJa ke MEHSIACh, €€ CUJIbl yTPAUBAJIHCh.

WBa obepHynack. B cBeTI0M MpsIMOYTOJIbHUKE BO3HUKJIO IIepeKoIieHHoe Oenoe mio. 13 kpac-
HbIX 713 [ToBaprxu TeK M KpoBaBble CJIe3bl. 3aTeM KYTKOE JIUIIO UCUE3I0, U HA €r0 MECTE MOSIBUIIACh
orpoMHas JiaJloHb. [loBaprxa Kak MoIJia BbITSIHYJIA PYKY, IIBITAsCh CXBaTUTh JEBUOHKY, HO MBa yxke
YIIOM3/1a OCTATOYHO JIAJIEKO U 10 Hee ObLIO He AOTAHYThes. [loBaprxa B3BbUIA OT SIPOCTH U JOCAIBI.

MBa nomsna tak ObICTPO Kak MOIJIa, HE OCTAHABJIMBASICh M HE 3aMevasi CCaIMH Ha KOJIEHKaXx.
Yuxas oT mbUIM U NAYTUHBI, KOTOPBIE JIE3TH B HOC. Bee gasbiiie u fanblie, B TeMHOTY. He nmoromy,
yto Oosack, uyTo [loBapuxa CMOXET ee IOCTaTh — CTpax OTCTYMHJI JIETKO, CJIOBHO €r0 U BOBCE He
Ob110. Ho MHTEpEeCcHO ke TOCMOTpPETh, UYTO TaM B KOHIIe TYHHes1?
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CMOTpHU BHUMATEJIbLHO

JIBe purypsl CTOSIT B Kpyre 5KeJITOro CBeTa OT KEPOCHHOBOM JIaMIThl. Bbicokast skeHIuHa ¢ One-
HBIM U KPAaCHBbIM JIMLIOM MPAMOPHOM CTaTyy U MaJIeHbKasl IEBOYKA B SJ0BUTO-3€JIEHOM JOKIEBUKE
Y HEJIENIbIX PE3MHOBBIX carokKax. Vet 1ok ap — MeKui, KOJIIoYMid U kecTkuil. Eille HemMHoro, 1 oH
rpeBpatuTcs B cHer. KpollleuHsle Kariy CBEpKaloT, TOYHO B BO3AYXE Pa3BES/IM 30JI0TYIO MbLIb.

JKeHmmHa AepkUT JEBOUKY 32 PyKy. UeM-TO OHM MOXOKH: Y 00EHX MpsIMble YEPHBIE BOJIOCH 1
BHUMaTeJIbHbIe YepHbIe 71a3a. TOIBKO 1EBOUKA — YEJIOBEK, a JKEHILMHA — KTO-TO EIlIe.

7KeHIyHa 0CTOpOKHA U CKyTa B IBMkKeHUAX. Kax b1l TOBOPOT rOJIOBBI, KaK/1bIi B3MaX OIHOW
U3 LIECTH PYK U3SIIEH, BHIBEPEH U TOYEH. A JIEBOYKA HE MOKET M CEKyH[bl yCTOATh Ha Mecte. [loa-
MIPbITMBAET, BEPTUTCS, IPUTAHILIOBBIBAET. .. TO 3aMUPAET C OTKPHITHIM PTOM, TO IIPUHUMAETCS KOBbI-
PATH B HOCY.

— CMmoTpu BHUMATENBHO, — roBOpUT Marynika Houu, — 1 3anomunaii. C Toii CTOPOHBI OIpajibl
— Bonpimoit Jlec. [11s1 Te0s1 TaM CIMIITKOM OIACHO, U XOAWTH Tyjla TeOe Helb3sl.

Ha rayToii yre orpajabl CUIUT KpynHbIA BopoH. OH 3a0aBHO Jiepraer rojioBoi, OyaTo Kpyri-
HBI KOMOK BCTaJl €My TOTNepeK ropiia, 1 6pocaeT B CTOPOHY JAEBOYKH M KEHIIMHBI HACTOPOKEHHBIE
B3[JISLIBI.

— Hukorpa-nukoraa? — cnpammsaeT MBa. Ona ernie moTaeT OyKBbI, Uy Hee MOJTy4aeTcs 4To-
TO BPOJIE «HUKAOA-HUKAOA .

— o Tex mop, MoKa He Hay4HIIbcst ObICTPO Oerath, — oTBeyaeT Marymka Houn.

— A g ymero ObICTpo Oerath, — 3asBJISIET JeBOYKA. — BRICTPO-OBICTPO-ObICTPO!

B nonrBep:xaeHne CBOMX CJIOB OHA Mapy pa3 MOAINPHIrMBAEeT HAa MecTe. bpeI3ru eTaT u3-noxn
Caroxex.

— Koneuno, munas, — yneioaercs Marymka Houn. — Ho sToro HemoctatouHo.

JleBouKka XMypUTCsl, OTYETO €€ JIMLIO BBIVISAUT HE MO-JETCKU CEPbE3HBIM U CTPOTUM.

— A xorpga Oyzer nocrarouno? Kak OpicTpo Hajgo Gerats?

— bricTpee kamHs, — rooput Maryika Houn.

NBa cmeercs. OHa, KOHEYHO, MHOTOTO HE MOHUMAET, HO KOe-UYTO 3HaeT 00 YCTPONCTBE MHUPA.

— Kamnu ne Gerator!

— [IpaBna? — Marymika Houn nopHumaer ¢ 3emid I1aJKkuid KaMeHb pasmepoM c sino. [log-
OpachiBaeT Ha JIAJIOHU U JIOBUT.

BopoH cpeiBaeTcs ¢ HacecTa v epesieTaeT Ha COCEIHION Iyry orpa/ibl. ’KeHIrHa npruBeTCcTBYeT
€ro KUBKOM. BOpOH OTBevaer Ttem xe.

— Koneuno, — kuBaet 1Ba. — Y HUX HET HOXeEK !

— Hy, Torga obronu ero!

Marymika ¢ pa3maxy HIBbIpsieT KameHb. [leBouka cpeiBaetcsi ¢ Mecta. [IpodGeraer HECKOIbKO
I1aroB U aJIaeT, PacTSHYBILMCh Ha MOKpOU TpaBe. KameHb JaBHO Mcue3 B TEMHOTE JIBOpA.

Korna MBa nogHumaet rosioy, MO ee BeIMa3zaHo B rpssu. Ha ckyne temueer ccaguna. Ot
oOH[bI IEBOYKA TOTO U TSI PACIUIaveTcs].

— Mue noacraBuim nogHoxkKy ! — I'onoc gpoxut. — Tel Buzena-suaena? OHY NOICTaBUIIM MHE
MOTHOXKKY !

— Kro, Munas? — nackoBo cnpammsaer Marymka Houn.

JleBouka orsibIBaeTCs 0 CTOPOHaM. PSJ0M HUKOTO HET, TOJIBKO KYCThl UE€PTOIIOJI0Xa APOKAT
Ha BeTpy. C pesHBIX JIMCThEB OChIMaloTCs Onectsmue kKarm. Ho ona Beap Bunena! ManeHbkue u
030pHBIE MOPAAIIKH, TIOXOKKE Ha Oypble KOMIOUME COLBETH s, MEIbKHYBIIME B BHICOKOH TpaBe. ToH-
KM€ JIalIKA TOYHO cyxue BeTouku. Eil ke He nmouyauioch?

— Yepmononoxu! — menuer MBa. 11 Ha MrHOBEeHUE €l MEpPEILUTCS XUXUKaHbE.
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Marymika Houn oryckaercs nepen Heil Ha KOPTOUKH. bepet 3a ocTphlii o0OPOOK U BHITU-
paer Lo pyKaBoM Iuiaths. MiBa MopiuTes, korga Marynika 0TparuBaercs A0 CCaJuHbl.

— Bor Bunuis, — ropoput Marymika Houn. — Tel omkHa ObITh OUeHb BHUMATEIbHA U OCTO-
poxHa. M nomkHa HayuuThesl Oerath Tak, YTOObI HUKAKOW YepTOIOIOX, HUKAKME KOPSITY U KOYKH He
MOTJIU TeOst OCTAHOBUTS. .. BricTpee KaMHsI.

BopoH Ha orpazie rpOMKO KapKaeT U XJI0NAeT KPbLIbsIMU.

— A Tbl MO#1 HacTosAast MaMa? — BAPYT CIPAIIMBAET IE€BOYKA.

Marymka Houn kuBaer:

— 3nech u ceryac.
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Kak MOTBLIEK HA CBeT

TyHHenb, Ka3aJloch, HUKOrJa He KoHuMTCs. VBa nossna u nonsna, a Bepeau He BUAHENIOCH
naxe nmpoornecka ceera. HapepHoe, oHa yxke 000rHy/1a BeCh JOM 110 KPYTY. .. A MOXET, 9TO HUKaKas He
BEHTWISIIIMOHHAS 111AXTa, & CAMbII HACTOSIINI MoI3eMHbIN X0/ ? Y OH BbIBeNIET ee Hapy:Ky B bosbiiioit
Jlec?

B TyHHene 6b110 Teruio u cyxo. Bo3myx Takou criepThlid, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CKOMKAJI €r0O M 3aToJl-
KaJI CloJja TOYHO BaTy, IJIOTHYIO, IIEPIIaByio, MATKY0. [1axJio rnieceHsio, a OT MbUIM CBEpOEIO B HOCY
¥ CIIE3WITUCH I71a3a. UTo-TO MaJIeHbKOE Y HEBECOMOE YIIAJIO Ha IIel0 ¥ OBICTPO-ObICTPO MPoOexkao 3a
IIMBOPOT, Nepedupast ToHeHbKUMU Jlankamu. [layk? MBa 3agepranach, HO O0MblIe OT HEOKUIAAHHO-
CTH, YeM OT MCITyTa — MayKOB OHa He 00s1ach, — ¥ MPeOOJIbHO yIapuiiach TOJIOBOM O TIOTOJIOK.

—Bor razncreo! — BeI0XHY 1A IeBOYKA, TIOTHPas MIKIIKY Ha Makylike. Pa3 psagom HeT B3pocibIX,
TO MOXHO U pyrarbcsi. Bce paBHO HUKTO HE YCIIBIIINT.

MBpiciib 9Ta MPOH3WIIA €€ PacKaJieHHOU criuiie. He ycavluum... A €Clv ¢ Hel YTO-TO CITyuuTCsi?
Ecnu ona 31eck 3actpsiHer? HUKTO HE CMOXET NPUITH Ha MOMOILb, U HUKTO HUKOIJA €€ He Hail-
net! VIBa 3akmMypuiiach, peACTaBIisis, uTto OyAeT aajibiie. OHa MpeBpaTUTCS B BHICOXIIYI0 MyMMUIO
CO CMOPIIIEHHOM Koxel. [Tayku OymyT BBIBOAUTD MayyvaT B e MyCThIX ITIa3HUIIaX, a OHa OyJeT JexaTb
M KJauath 3y0aMu B BeYHOW TeMHOTe. Takyio Mymuio (KapTuHKY) VIBa Buzena B OJHOW U3 KHIKEK
npopeccopa CUKOPCKOro, ¥ OHA IIPOM3BEJIa HAa Hee BIeYaT/ieHne. A MOXET, OT Hee U MyMUU HHKa-
KOl He octaHeTcs? ToNbKO ropcTKa mpaxa, NepeMELIaHHOro C MbLIblo. Vi OHa cTaHeT mpuspakoM,
TEHBIO, CKOJIB3AILEN [0 KOMHaTaM U KopuaopaMm goma Marymku Houu. ..

NBa zapymasace. Pa3 Tak, MmoxeT, He cTouT noyi3TH Jasbiie? OCTaHOBUTHCS ceiuac, MO0k AaTh
HEMHOT'0, a IOTOM BEPHYThCSI TEM ke ImyTeM? MOXKHO CBEpHYThCS KIIyOOUKOM M YCHYTb. A KOTJja OHa
npocHetcsi, Marymika yxe BepHeTcst 1omMoit, u Jlo6posnas [ToBapuxa cMeHuT oonuybe. .. VBa ycra-
BUJIACh BIEepe], B Herporisaanyio TeMHoTy. Hy yx Het! Eciim oHa ocTaHOBUTCS cefiyac, TO HUKOIA
HE y3HaerT, 4To ke Brepeau. Tem Oonee uTo Briepenu. .. Briepenu. . .

WBa npumrypuace. [laydok mom ofgeskIod Mpomnoi3 BAOIb MO3BOHOYHMKA, repedpasicsl Ha
pedpa. MBa 3aeprana rnje4aMu ¥ CHOBa CTYKHYJIACh O CTeHKY TyHHesns. [llekoTHo xe!

A [asieko Briepean BCIIBIXHYJ U TOrac KPOIIeUHbIH, ¢ OyJaBOYHYIO TOIOBKY, OTOHEK. TOYHO
camasi MaJleHbKasl 3B€3/104Ka B NayTHHE HOUHBIX co3Be3auid. Ho tenepb-To VBa 3Hana, 4to Tam 4rto-
TO ecTb. [lepexBaTB OaHKY C KJICHOBBIM CaXapoM, JIEBOYKA YBEPEHHO TOTON3JIa JasIblIle.

Bpems TaHynoch Me[UIeHHO, Kak rycras natoka. VBa nonsna, HaBepHOe, LEeIyI0 BEYHOCTbh, a
JaJieKuid OTOHEK He CTaHOBWIICS Omke. OH MHTajl TO XKeJThIM, TO PhIKHMM, TO KpacHbIM. Byzito Hepe-
IIUTEJTbHBIA CBETJISTYOK, KOTOPBIM HUKAK HE MOXET BBIOpaTh, KAKMM CBETOM €My CBETUTb. [leBouka
ycTasia, y Hee 60J1eM pyKHU ¥ HOTH, CIIUHY JIOMUJIO, YK CKOJIbKO OHA HAOWJIa IIHIIEK — HE COCYUTATD.
Ho MBa He cobupanack orcTymnarh. Jlasiekuii OroHeK 3BaJl ee, Kak HOYHOT'O MOTBUIbKA 30BET TUIaMsI
cBeud. [la u ynpsMcTBa, B CBOM IIATH JIET, € ObLIO HE 3aHUMATh.

N B xoH1Ie KOHIIOB OroHek caajcs. Havyan pactu, npeBpaiiasch B Ye€TKO OYEPUYEHHBIH, SPKO-
PBUKMI IPAMOYTOJIBHUK. B TyHHese crao kapye; MOKa3aJucCh CTEHbI, CIOXKEHHbIE U3 MOTPECKaB-
nierocs kupnuya. [locie HenporsaAHON TEMHOTHI NEpest I71a3aMu 3aIUISCaIl pa3HOLBETHBIE MATHA,
TOYHO CTEKJIBIIIKY U3 Pa3OMBIIErocs KaJehH10CKoIa.

— Vpep!

Bniepenu B3merHynock miamst. ['opsunii Betep apixHyn B nno. MBa otnipsaHyia, npsya Juno
B JIAJIOHAX, U 3aBepelaia 4yTo ectb Moud. OHa He XOTesa, HO TaK yX BBIILIO. baHka ¢ caxapom
MOKATUJIACh IO TIOJY.

[opsitmii mpoem TYT Ke Mcue3, U Ha ero MecTe BO3HUK OJIECTSIINM I71a3, KPYIJIblid, KaK Y COBBI.
OTOnecku TUIaMeHH APOKAIU B UEPHOM 3pavkKe.
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— Kro 31ech? — mpopeBeit rosioc, rycroit 1 Hu3kuii. VIBy CJIOBHO yIapuiiv IO TOJIOBE ITyXOBOK
MOAYIIKOU. — 371€Ch KTO-TO €CTh?

JleBouka cixajiach, He B CHJlaX IPOM3HECTH U 3ByKa. OHA U BIOXHYTb-TO HE Moria. OrpoMHBIN
I71a3 MOPTrHYIL

— Beixoau, — miporynen Tsokenblid ronoc. Eme uyTb-dyTh, 1y VIBbI OBl JIONTHY M OapabaHHbIE
niepenoHku. — Berxomu. 4... 4 1e6s He 60toch! Thl ke MeHsI He OOMIUIIIb, TpaBa’?
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Yuram mo cjaoram

SI3bIYOK TUIAMEHU TpeneuieT Moj 3aKomyeHHbIM KommakoM. [Ipogeccop Cukopckuil BOpUUT 1
TSHET PYKYy K KEPOCHHOBOH JiamIle, YTOOBI MOjIKavaTh JaBjieHue. [1pr KaxaoM JBUKEHUH TIOPIIIHS
paszzaercs NPOTSKHBINA CKpUIl. VIBe KaxeTcs, YTO ITO CKPUIIAT 3apKaBeBIlIMe cTapyeckue KocTu. B
cBeTe JIaMITbl Koxka CHKOPCKOTo OIeCTUT, Kak MOKpbITas JakoM. CTapuK MOJYHUT, YCTAaBUBIIKCH HA
orob. iBa, coBceM MaJileHbKasi B OTPOMHOM KOKaHOM KPECJie, MOTYUT BMECTE C HUM.

— He otBrniekaiics, — roBoput CUKOPCKUY, B3/IparuBas Tak, Oynro mpoOyauics oto cHa. — Ere
pa3 cHauana. Yuraii no cioram. JIaTeiHb MOKEIIb TPOMYCTUTb. . .

Ha konenkax y VIBbI Jie:xxuT OoJbIliasi KHUra B 3acajleHHOM Teperuiere. Tskenas, Kak KUpIud.
W3 xopeliika Topyat KpacHbele HUTKY; VIBa €/1Ba cIepKMBAETCSl — XOUETCS IEPHYTH 3a OHY U IIOCMOT-
peTh, Kak OHa paciycTurcs. Beas nanpuem no crpoykam, 1€BOYKA HAUMHAET YUTATh, TPOMKO IIPOro-
BapuBasi Kaxplid cior. OHa yMeeT unTarh Kyja ObIcTpee, LEJIBIMH CIIOBaMH U MPEAJIOKEHUSIMH, HO
CTapUK XJET OT Hee JPYyroro, U el HeOXOTa ero pacCcTpauBarh.

— Coe-ka Asé-po-pa. — VBa nepeBoauT Jbixanue. — Kpyn-nas ne-ujep-nas 6a-0o-uxa, oou-maro-

Ha npaBoii crpanuiie n300paxeHue 3TOM caMOil COBKM — HEKpPAacHMBON 0aOO0YKH, C TOJICTHIM
MOXHATBIM TEJIBLIEM Y KPbUIBIIIIKAMH, PBAHBIMU T10 KpasiM, OYTO ee Mojpasia KOIIKa.

— Yt0 Takoe «aBpopa»? — OTpeIBaeTcs OT ureHus Mpa.

[podeccop Cukopckuil epraercs, OMHAKO ke OepeT celsi B pyKH.

— ABpopa ecTb arMocdepHOe sIBJeHHe, MHaue Ha3biBaeMoe MOJIApHbIM cusiHieM. HeGecHoe
CBeUYeHHe, HaOM0JaeMOe B BHICOKUX MIMPOTaX. . .

Buns, uto neBouka ero He nmoHumaeT, CHKOPCKUI MOKUMaeT ryObl, a 3aTeM MbITaeTcsi 00b-
SICHUTD TIOIPOILIE:

— CesepHoe cusinue. Bpoze cBersiueiicss paayrv, KOTOpyl MOXHO yBUIETh Hall CeBepHbIM
TMOJTIOCOM. Y Hac 3TO Pe/IKOE SIBJIEHUE.

— A... —VIBa nepeBoAUT B3IVIs1 HA KAPTUHKY 0A00UKHM. PBaHbIe KPbUIbs MECTPAT BCEMU OTTEH-
KaMU Ceporo, HO OHa COBCEM He TI0X0Xka Ha CBETAILylocs paayry. M1 kpome Toro. ..

— BboI mo6unm pagyry?

—Yro?

— B Havasie kHuru Hanucano: «Moeli atooumoii Aepope om nanvwl. Ilycmu JHcusHb meos 6yoem
SNe2Ka, Kak noaent...»

HoroBopuTh oHa He ycrieBaeT. CUKOPCKUI ¢ CHIION ObeT JIMHEHKOM 10 PaCKPHITON CTPaHHUIIE.

— He oterekaiicsi! — I'omoc ero qpede3:xut. — Eie pa3 — ynraii ro cioram. CHavaa.

N MBa cHOBa HAYMHAET YUTATh:

— Coska Apopa. KpymnHasi. ..

Kpaemkom m1aza ona noarsiasieaer 3a npodeccopom. CUKOPCKUL ee He CIIyIIaeT, TOJIbKO
KMBaeT Ha KaX/Abli 3BYK. B3Isi BOASITHUCTBIX I71a3 yCTpeMJyIeH B OKHO. TOHKHE ryObl ejBa 3aMeTHO
LIEBEJIATCS, CIIOBHO MPOQeccop ¢ KEM-TO pa3roBapyuBaeT U 3TOT KTO-TO BoBce He MBa.

CuKopCcKuUi IJIOXOM yUUTelb, a ceituac oH aaxe He crapaercs. Ho MiBa storo He nonnmaer. OHa
BUIUT COBCEM MHOE: TalHy, KOTOPYIO MPOeccop MbITAETCS OT HEe CKPBITh. TaliHy, CIpsATaBIIYIOCS B
y30pe Ha KpbUIbIIIKax cosku Aepopel. Korna-unOynps MBa ee pasrajaer, XoueT TOro CTapuK WM HeT.

[Mnams1 KepOCHHOBOM JTaMIIbI AepraeTcs, 1 0ab0UKa Ha CTPAHUIIE B3MAXUBAET KPbUIbSIMH.
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ToT, KTO KHBET B MO/IBAJIE

Obuoncy?

Ot crpaxa MBa gpoxkana Kak JUCT Ha BETPY, YTO HE MOMENIANo ed yIuBUThCS. MasieHbKast
crabasi 1eBOYKa — Hy KOro oHa MoxeT oouzets? Jlake mayku ee He O60sITCsl. A TOT, KTO TOIKUIAI
ee B KOHIIe TYHHeJIs1, ObUT KyJa Oosbliie mo0oro nayka. MBa npencraBuia )KyTKOe Yyauile, ¢ acTbio
TAKOW MIMPUHBI, YTO OHO MOIJIO MPOIJIOTUTH €€ B OUH NpucecT. [IporioTuTs 1 He 3aMeTUTb.

OrpomHbI# 17123 MPOJOJIKAT TapaluThes B mpoeM. OH MOPrHyJ, a 3aTeM CABUHYJICS BIIPABO.
[TaxHyJs0 caxxeil U MaJeHOW MIEPCTHIO.

— A TbI caM MeHsI He OOMIUIIb? — peluiach 3aroBoputh MiBa. CoOCTBEHHBIH T0I0C MOKA3aJICs
10 MPOTUBHOTO MUCKJISIBBIM.

B otBeT pazganock rpoMkoe mbixTeHue. Tak mbIXTes, 3aKumasi, YepHbIi KoTes Ha KyxHe y J1o0-
po3snoii [ToBapuxu, Korja Ta TOTOBWIIA YXKUH.

— Yo He oduaut! Y xopormmii, Ypd oberaer. . .

WBa npukycuna kpaerniek ryosl. JlaaHo, pa3 odemiaer, nouemy Obl U He TIOBEPUTh HA CJIOBO?

— Tonbko THI OTONAM TIOAAJIBINE, — KPUKHYJIA OHA. — Toraa s, MOXeT, U BbUIE3Y.

[po cebst oHa mogyMaa, 4To 9TO OUeHb JIOBKMI X0/, MaTyIika He 3psi XBaJIna ee 3a cooopa-
3UTEIbHOCTD. ECIM 4yIoBHIIe OTOMIET, y HETrO He MOTyYUTCsl CXBATUTh VIBY Ha BBIXOJIE U3 TYHHES.
OHa BHOJTHE YyCTIeeT OMISAEThCS, U €CITU YTO, IOPKHET 00paTHo.

— Y ororiner, — 3anbixteno uyauiie. [71a3 oToaBuHYIICS, a 3aTeM MOCBIIATUCH TSHKEIbIe U
Msrkue maru. — Y oromer. ..

XOTs KOJIEHKH U TPSICIHCH, IBa coOpaa BCio cMesocTh U ronoszia Brepea. Korga oHa BbIrs-
HYyJIa, TO YBUJEJA JJTMHHYI0 KOMHATY C KUPITUYHBIMU CTeHaMH. Buaumo, kakoi-To noasan — MBa He
3aMeTH/Ia HU €IMHOTO OKOIIIKA, JIUIIb MAJICHbKYIO JIBEpIly ¢ JiecTHUIeH. [IpsMo HampoTuB BhIXOAA
BO3BBIIIAIACH T1€Yb, CIIOKEHHAs! U3 TsDkeNbIX Kamuel. [lupokas TpyOa ynmpaiach B MOTOJNOK, a B
pacnaxHyTON TOMKE MOJBIXAJIO TulaMsl. YTJIM CBETHIKMCh I'YCTHIM KPACHBIM IIBETOM, KaK COJHIIE Ha
3aKare.

Bo3nyx B mogBasie 1poskalt oT kapa, OT HeBUAMMOTO IbIMa 3aIlMIajio riasa. ViBa npurypuacs,
npoposkas orsiasiBathesi. Hy? U rae ke dyauiie, ¢ KOTOpbM OHa pasroBapuBaia? Y neuku? B
TO K€ MTHOBEHHE ee MPOoOMI 03HOO: el TIOKa3aloch, OYATO B IUIAMEHU MeJIbKHYJIA KUBas TeHb —
JJTMHHOE JIMIIO, 3aCThIBIIIee B HEMOM KpHKe, MIOJHSTAst BBEPX pyKa... TeHb BBITAHYJIACh U CTPYUKOM
apIMa yHecach B TpyOy. Bee ciyunsiock HacTolbKo ObICTpo, uTo MBa He Moria ckas3arh, ObUIO JIU 3TO
Ha CaMOM JIeJie WJIH ke ei TIOMEPEeIInIoCh.

— A TBI MaJIeHbKas1, — MPO3BYyYaJ TAry4uit Oac. — Ecim manenskas, torna Yoo ne Goutes!

WBa obepHynack Ha royoc:

- Ypp?

Uypuiiie Ha rosmiara OTCTYMUIO OT cTeHbl. OHO YeCTHO BBHIMOJHUIIO YCIIOBHSI CIIEJIKU U cefuac
CTOSIJIO B JIaJIbHEM KOHIIe KOMHaThI. [1paBa, pa3aensBiiee X pacCTOSTHUE OHO MOIJIO MPEooJIeTh 3a
napy maroB. JIeBouka ycraBuiIach Ha HETO BO Bce ria3a. MOHCTp OTBETHJI TeM XKe: BhITApAIMICS Ha
Hee, OynTo nmeHHo VBa u Obuta YyJOBHILEM.

OH 06b11 60abutol. .. Beime Matymku Houw, Bbie kpectHoro u Bbimie [JoOpo3sioi [ToBapuxu.
VBa HM KaresibKu He ommuoiIach, BOOOpPa3MB, YTO OH MOXET MPOIJIOTUTh €€ OHUM IJIOTKOM. Tak u
€CTh — IMPOIJIOTUT M He MOAAaBUTCS. B pacnaxHyTo# macTul KenTenu JTUHHbIE KITbIKH.

Uynuiie cmoTtpesio Ha MBy ¢ 0OOIBITCTBOM U B TO e BpeMsi KCITyraHHo. [1ycTh OHO U cKkazalo,
YTO He OOUTCs, OBUIO BUIHO, UTO 3TO HeNpaBaa. bouTcs, u elle Kak — HU4yTh He MeHblle, 4eM VBa
OoUTCSI €ro camoro.

EnBa neBoyka 310 MOHSIA, € CTaJIo TaK CMEITHO, YTO OHA MPBICHYJIA, TPUKPHIB POT JIIOIIKOM.
TonbKo yaep:kaTh cMeX He YIaJIoch, ¥ OHa TPOMKO pacxoxoTtayack. Hy, kTo 661 Mor nogymars! Takoi
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OOJIBIIION MOHCTD, a WCIyTajcs NATHIETHeN AeBYoHKU! [IOKHO OBbITh, M3-3a JIOXMOTHEB MAYTHHBI,
3aIyTaBIIMXCS Y HEe B BOJIOCAX.

Kpyrisie r1a3a MoHCTpa cranu eirie 6osbine. Yyauiie NpuHSIOCh 03UPaThCs, CJIOBHO UCKAJIO,
HET JIM MOOJIM30CTH MECTa, TJie MOKHO YKpbIThcs. Ho mpsitaTbest OBUIO HEre, ¥ OHO OCTaJoCh Ha
MecTe, TIepeMUHasiCh ¢ HOTHM Ha Hory. ToJIcThle KOI'TH Ha MOXHATBIX JIarax 3acKpeOIiu 1Mo Moy.

I[Tporuto, HaBepHOE, MUHYTHI TPH, TIpesk/ie YeM VBa HakoHell ycriokouiack. OHa repedpasach
Onrke K BHIXOIY M Cella Ha Kpalo, BHITUPast KyJlaKaMM CIIE3SIIMECs 171a3a. A 3aTeM, CKJIIOHUB TOJIOBY
HaOOK, BeCeJio CIIPOCHJIA:

— A 4TO THI 31IeCh JIeJ1aelb?
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Hepxku Kpemue

OXOTHUMK CUIUT Ha KPBLUIbLE U, TOKEBbIBasi TPABUHKY, CMOTPUT, KaK €ro KpeCTHUIA HOCUTCS
o 1Bopy. MIBa urpaer ¢ nogapkom, KOTOpbIi OH npuHec el u3 Jleca. Tpu JHSA ylulo y HEro Ha To,
YTOOBI €T0 CAeNaTh — MAJIEHbKUM JIYK C IJIe4aMH U3 pSOUHBI M TETUBOW U3 JIOCUHBIX i, Ere 1Ba
IHS OH JieJlaJl CTPEJIbl: OllEpEHUE U3 YTHHBIX IEepbeB MEpearBaeTCs 3€J€HbIM U CMHUM. OXOTHHUK
OYeHb CTapajics U, MOKa MacTepull JIyK, yMyApHJIcs ITyOoKo nope3ars najen. Ho, risias Ha To, Kak
CBETSATCH IVIa3a y IEBYOHKH, OH JyMAeT, 4To IUIaTa He TaK yXk U BEJIMKA.

OXOTHUK MOT ObI BOMTH B JIOM M MOTPEThCS y oyara, a ecm [loBaprxa B HACTPOSHUH, TO MY
elle M nepemnajiet 4To-Huoynp BKycHeHbkoe ¢ Kyxuu. Ho non kpsiieit 1 B uetbipex creHax OXOTHUK
YyBCTBYeT ce0s1 He B CBOell Tapeinke. Jlydie yx 371ech, moJ OTKpHITHIM HeOoM. IlycTh OH U He B
Bosnbiom Jlecy, Ho 0TcI0a OH BUJUT, KaK €711 M COCHBI MAIllyT BETBSIMU, CJIOBHO 30BYT €0 BEPHYThHCS
oOparHo. B HerponazHyio yarty, Tyza, e 10 CKPHITBIM TporaM oiMHOKO Oponut [lepBo3Beps.

WBa Geraet no ABOpy Kak 3aBefeHHasi. M 0TKy/1a B TAKOM MaJIeHbKOM YeJIOBEYKE CTOJIBKO SHEp-
run? VHoria oHa OCTaHaBIIMBAETCS, HATATUBAET TETUBY M CTPENSIET U TYT e HECeTcs CJIeJOM 3a
crpesioid. [Togmepaiias TpaBa XpyCTUT IMOJ PE3MHOBBIMU CarokKaMu. TONbKO YyJOM JIEBYOHKA HE
najlaeT v Kax/blil pa3, CIOTHIKASACh, IPUHUMAETCSl pa3MaxuBaTh pyKamu U XoxoTaTb. CTpensaTh u3
nayka y VBbl He nomyyaercs. CTpesisl JIETAT KyJa YroIHO, HO He TyJa, KyJa OHa LEJUTCs. XOpOLIOo
eme, OXOTHUK HE CTajl MPUAEbIBATh HAKOHEUHUKHU — PAHO €lle JaBaTh JIEBYOHKE HACTOsIIEE Opy-
xue. Bcemy cBoe Bpems.

WBa Heymeno npuiaxkuBaeT CTpely, Aepika ee JByMsl NalblaMU U YTO €CTh CUJIbl HATSTUBAET
TetuBy. [l Hee JIyK TyroBar, HO MyCTb TpeHUpYeTcsl. TeTrBa 3BOHKO HIEKAET M0 pyKaBy JOXK[e-
BUKa. Ha 3TOT pa3 crpena JeTUT MOYTH Ha JECSTh JETCKUX IaroB — JaJiblle, YeM ed Koraa-Jmoo
yZAaBajiochk. MBa KpUuMT OT paJoCTy M CKaYeT Ha MeCTe.

— Ilonoiinu ciona, — ropoput OXoTHUK. OH pacnpasisier IIe4r, TPOMKO XPYCTsl KOCTSIMHU.

VBa HaCTOPOXEHHO CMOTPHT Ha KpecTHoro. BpeMmsi k 3ume, 1 B UepHBIX BOJOcax U B Oopome
UCKPSATCS TIepBble CHEXUHKU. [IeBOUKa XMypHUTCs, CIIOBHO OoUTCs, uTo OXOTHUK CTaHET ee pyrarh 3a
110xo# BeicTpen. Ho ToT 1 He gymaer cepauThbesl.

— Tel Bce aenaenib HENpaBUIBbHO, — FTOBOPUT OXOTHUK. — Thl CAMILIKOM CHEUIMIIb, & B 3TOM
nesie Hesb3s ToponuThesl. Ho miaBHoe — nepku Kpenye.

— Kpenue? Bor Tak?

WBa cxumMaeT pyKoSITb TaK CHJIBHO, UTO y Hee OeJIeloT KOCTSIIKY NasiblieB. VI30rHyThIe TIeun
JIyKa XoAAT XoLyHOM. OXOTHHMK KayaeT rojIoBOi:

— Kperrye He 3HaunT cuiibHee. Thl JepKUIb JIYK Kak naiky. He cxxumaii ero tak, Oyaro Xouelb
ero ciaomartb. Pacciadb pyky... Msrue, msrde. ..

INocne nomKHBIX OOBSICHEHUH eMy yaaeTcst BTOJIKOBaTh ViBe, 4ero oH OT Hee XOuerT.

— A Tenepb BBITSIHU PYKY U CTOM.

— IIpocro crosts? U Bee?

— IlpencraBp, 4TO TH AEPEBO, a JYK — 3TO OJHA U3 TBOUX BETOK.

BeITAHYB pyKy, I€BOYKa 3aMHUpaeT Mocpeau ABopa. MBICIEHHO OXOTHUMK HAauMHAET CUMTATh:
pas, 0ea, mpu... He ycnieBaet oH no0patbcs U 10 MATH, a MiBa yxke npuTaHIoBBIBaeT Ha Mecte. Toro
Y [JISM HAYHET CKaKaTh, Kak 3asiil. JIyK IpokKHT B c1abo0i AETCKON pyKe.

— He meBenucsk, — roBoput OxoTHUK. — CTOM U He aepraiics. Tel — epeBo.

— Ho... — B ronoce UBbI cibimmrest oduaa. — Maryika roBoput, 4to B Jlecy Hamo OBICTPO
Oeratb. A JiepeBbsi He Oeraior!

— TBos Mary1iika — Myapasi keHIIMHa, — KuBaeT OXOTHUK. OH HE YBEPEH B CJIOBE «KEHIIIMHA,
HO HacYeT «My/ipasi» y Hero Her comHeHui. — Ho mopoii OpIcTpo OekaTh 9T0 3HAYUT CTOSATH Ha MECTE.
JIpI poBHEE: B/IOX, BBIOX... OMATh Thl CKAYelllb !
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— Ho s xouy crpensars! — xubruer MBa. — [Ipocto cTosiTh HEMHTEPECHO !
— Brox, BbIIOX. .. BBICTpEIUTH THI yCIIeelb, BOPOHEHOK, HO IPEXK/IE HAYUNCh IIPABUIIBHO JEp-
Karb opyxue. [lepxu kperye.
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Cka3ku KaMHen

Onwupasice 0 Kpouamuiicss kupnuy, MBa Beutesna u3 tyHHens. [lon okaszaicst BBICOKO, NIpu-
LIUIOCh IIPBITaTh, a KOrJja OHa MPU3EMJIMIIACh, TO 110 HOraMU 3aXpycTesv Kycouku yris. MBa nocmot-
pena Ha TeMHbIN 1poeM. Ternepb 6e3 MOCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIH el He BhIOpaThes. ToMbKO yepes ABepb,
HO, 4TOOBI JI0 Hee 100paThCsl, HA/I0 TPOUTH MUMO Yy/IHINA.

Yoo tonrancs y crensl. [llupokue HO3APU JpOXKATHU, U KaKAbI BBIAOX 3BydYasl TOYHO 3aBbI-
BaHME BETpa.

—Hy? W1 uro 181 31€CH Aenaenis? — nmoTopuiia MBa, mpsiya cTpax 3a CTpOrocTsbio ToHa. — Panbiiie
s1 TeOs1 He BHJesa. Thl He MPUXOIVI HA OOIIUIN YKHH.

— Y He xoauT HaBepX, — 3arnbIxTeso uyauiie. — Ygd — kouerap, oH ciaequt 3a oraeM. Hesb3s,
YTOOBI OTOHB TIOTAC.

Hagepxy moToBana 3uMa, HO B rojBaje ObUIO O4YeHb kapko. MBa mpoObuia 31ech COBCEM
HEJ0JITO, a OfIeK/1a yKe IIPOMOKJIa OT NOoTa. [ 71a3a munasno, MoKpas 4eska MpuIuIIia Ko J0y, Ha KOH-
YHMKe Hoca TIOBHCA Oosblast Karuist. ViBa BeITEpia JIMIO JIAJOHSAMM, a KOrja OCMOTpesia Ha PyKH,
OHU OKa3aJIMCh YEPHBIMU OT caku. CIIMIIKOM kapko... M Kak Takoe MOXHATOe Uy/uIle BCe ITO Tep-
muT?

— A mouemy HeJsb3s, YTOObI OTOHB Morac? — CIpOCKIIa OHA.

Y npunsiics 6ecriokoitHO o3upathes. [loxoxke, OH He 3Ha OTBeTa WM HUKOT/IA HaJl HUM He
3agymbiBasics. Korja e Bompoc mpo3Byyal, OH IOCTaBUJI €70 B TYIHK.

— Tak roBopur Maryika. ..

— A! IlonsarHo. — VBa miarnyna K 4yguiiy, npotsaruBas eMy pyky. — A MBa. Marymka Houn
— MOs1 Mama.

Y ycraBuscs Ha NpOTAHYTYIO J1ai0Hb, HE IOHUMAs, YTO JiesaTh Jajiblie. MiBa BHOBb pacxo-
XOTasach. 3BOHKOE X0 €€ CMeXa 3aMeTaJIOCh IO MOJBAITY: CO CTEH OCHINANACh KOMOTh, I1aMsl 3aJpo-
’KaJIo B M€Y U OTPA3UJIOCh B OIPOMHBIX IM1a3ax Yda.

— Tenepb MbI JOJKHBI IOKATh pyKU. Tak jenaioT Bce Apy3bs. Mbl ke 1py3bsi?

— Hpy3bs?

OdeHb OCTOPOKHO, OOUKOM, UYHIIE MIArHyJI0 K IeBOYKE U MOAHSLIO Janmy. Kortu y Hero Obuu
KaK KOCTSIHblE HOXU — Y] Mor npoTkHyTh ee oqHUM naislieM. Tonbko VBa He ucnyranace. Ere
yero — 6osAThest Korteit! Kporeunas 1aqoHb yTOHyJIa B MOXHATOH Jiarie.

— Hpy3bs, — moBropui Ypd. — 1o Marymka Houn tebs mpucnana’?

— He, — neBouka 3amorasa rojoBoii. — f coexana ot [Toapuxu. OHa nmepeMeHnIach U XoTesa
MeHs CheCTh. A 51 OT Hee ynon3a. Yto 1o 3a Mecto?

— KorenbHas... A xorga npuger Marymika?

NBa noxasna ruieyamu:

— He 3nato. Xouems caxapy? 4 y [oBapuxu crammina. — OHa BCTpSIXHYJIA KECTSIHOW OaHKOM,
Y Ta OTO3BAJIACh MHOTOOOEIIAIONINM CTYKOM. Yynuine B3IpOrHyJIo, 1a TaK, YTO HA MIHOBEHHE €ro
CKPBLUIO 00JIAKO YE€PHOM TTHLITH.

— Yro Takoe caxap?

— Jla 1 uTO?! — BHITapammMIack Ha Hero MBa. — Heyxenu He mpoOoBan? B camom nerne?

Y nokavain ronooi. bespie pora moutu 3aaeBanu NotooK. OH BBIIIAAET TAKUM MeYalib-
HBIM, TAKMM T'PYCTHBIM, 4TO Yy VIBBI cep/Lie 3a1eMuio oT KajlocTh. JKyTb Kakasi: ;KMBET OJIUH, B Ipsi3-
HOM TIO[[BaJIe ¥ HUKOT/IA B XKMU3HU He mpodoBai caxapa! OHa OTKpbUIA KPBIIKY OAaHKU M BHITAIIHIIA
caMblil OOJTBIIION KYCOK, pa3MepoM C ee KyJak. 7KeJITo-KOpUYHEBbIe I'PaH! 3aUCKPIITUCH B CBETE TMeUU
— He TIPOCTO KPACHBBIA KaMeHb, TaK elle 1 OECKOHEYHO BKYCHBIM.

— Bor, nepxu. — VBa Obl1a 100poii IEBOYKOH, 1 i ObLIIO HU KareJIbKU He JKaJTKO MOETUTHCS
COKPOBHUILEM.
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Y B3s1 KyCOK caxapa AByMsI MajblIaMU U MOIHEC K CAMOMY HOCY.

— ITO KeNThIi Yrojb? — cupocui oH. — Yto ¢ Hum fenats? Bpocuts B eus? Ho TyT HeT ucro-
pHil.

— Kakux emie ucropuii? 3o npocto caxap. [lonoxu ero B port.

Y nponomkan pasrisiipBaTh KyCOK caxapa, BEpTs €ro TO Tak, TO d/aK. 3aTeM IepeBed
B3IJISI/ HA IEBOYKY.

— B por?

— Hy na! Kakoii e Tbl rtynbiii!

WBa Tonnyna Horoit, u Y ¢ nepenyry TyT ke KMHYJ cCaxapHylo rojioBy B nacTh. M Kpenko
3aKMypHJICS], OyATO ¢ HUM JOJIKHO OBLIO CIyYMThCSl UTO-TO cTpamiHoe. Ho HH4ero He mpou3omnuio.
Y nproTKpbUT OAKH II1a3.

— Hy kak? — cripocuia UBa. — [Monpasuiocs? Xouenb erie Kycouek ?

— He 3Hato, — npoTsaHyso yyamiie.

WBa Hagyna ryosl. BooOrme-To oHa k/1ana OypHBIX BOCTOPIOB.

— Kak He 3Ha10? D710 xe caxap, OH CJIaJKui !

— B xenTom yriie HeT uctopuil. — Yyauiie nokayano rojoBoi. — Yp¢ He 4yBCTByeT BKyca. ..
Xoyellb BKYCHBII yronb?

OH mpoTomnas K AepeBAHHOMY SIIIMKY U 3a4EepITHYI U3 HETo IIEIPYI0 TOPCTh YIJIsl, U3 KOTOPOM
BBIOpaJT OnMH KameHb. CBOI0 HAXOZIKy OH MPOTSHYJI JEBOUKE, & OCTAIbHbIE OPOCKII OOPaTHO.

— Bor 31ech xopomas ucropus. BkycHas.

MBa BhITapammiach Ha BeJIMKaHa:

— Tl 4uto, emp kamun? OHU ke HeECheTOOHbIE!

— Y@ ecr 3a0wiThIe cHBL. Tak roBoput Marymika Houn.

WBa 3amorasia ronoBoi:

— Kakwue emie cHbI? DTO ke MPOCTO KaMHHU.

— B kaxom KaMHe ecTh cKa3ka, — ckazan Ydpd. — Hano ee yBunets. [Tocmotpu. ..

WBa B3si1a kycok yris. HecMoTpst Ha kap B nojBaJie, KaMeHb ObUT XOJOTHBIN, KaK JIbAMHKA. B
JIaJIOHb BOH3WJIUChH KPOILIEYHbIE UTOJIKH.

— U kyna cmotpets?

— B kamens. ..

MBa Haxmypuiiack, HO BCe ke cliesiana, Kak mpocuio uyauine. OHa Tapaniuiach Ha KaMeHb Tak
J0JT0, YTO y Hee 3acie3unch riasa. Ho pasrisiena Toiabko oTONECKH TUIaMEeHH Ha TJIAIKUX TPaHsIX.

— Tw1 Menst oOMaHbIBaes! — He Boigepkaia MBa. — 3neck Huyero vet! Hukakux ckazok. Tak
HEYEeCTHO!

— Yo He oomanbBaer! Y HUKOraa He ooMaHbIBaeT! Bpoch kKaMeHb B OTOHb.

CrpanHble fesa TBOpUIKCh B 3Toi KotespHol. VBa 1marHysia K TOMKe U ¢ pa3Maxy IIBbIpHYJIa
B Hee KYCOK YIS

- Ydd! - pazgasiocs u3 neyu.

— Cmorpu. ..

Pbixuil sI3pI90K TUIAMEHHM OCTOPOKHO JIM3HYJ KaMeHb, IpoOys ero Ha BKyc. U B To ke MrHo-
BEHME YroJb 3aropescs. [Ipima He ObUI0, HO B orHe VBa 3amMeTnsIa YepHyIo TeHb — OHA 3aMeTajiach B
riamenu U ucuesna. [Ituna? Enie onxa TeHs B3nieTena BBepx. VMBa 3aMeTwiia ee Ml KpaeM I1asa,
HO el TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TeHb IOX0’ka Ha BOPOHA, PACIIPABUBIIIETO KPbUTbSI.

— D10 ObITa CKa3Ka PO NTHUIL? — MPOIIENTaIa OHa.

— W npo nrruir Toxe, — oto3Basicst Y.

WBa onyctrnach Ha KOPTOUKHM Tiepe]] TOTIKOM, IS/l HA TO, KaK OTOHb MOKUpAeT yroib. M Ha
TEHH, KOTOPbIE MEJIBKAJIN TO 3[IECh, TO TaM. B KOJNBIIIYIIMXCs A3bIKaX TUIAMEHH el MEePEeIIoch YTo-
TO emie. YTo-To OUeHb BaKHOE, O YeM OHa KOrJa-To 3Hajia, HO MOTOM 3a0buia. B roose He octanoch
U cjefia OT BocTioMUHaHU. Ho OHM COXpaHMIIUCh 371eCh, B 9TUX KAMHSIX U B 9TOM TUIAMEHH.
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Jlumb orpoMHBIM ycuiueMm MBa cMoria oTBecTH B3IsiA. Y(pd CTosm psgoM — OOJNBIIOH,
CTpAIIIHBII U B TO e BpeMs MaJIeHbKUI 1 Oe33alTHBIMH.
— A Tbl Hay4uIllb MEHS CITyIIaTh CKa3KU KaMHE?
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He 3eBan

— W-n pa3!

HoO6posnas [ToBapuxa nogOpackiBaeT OrPOMHBIA KOM TECTa, JIOBUT €ro Ha JIETY U C pa3Maxy
LIBBIPSIET O CTOJI. Yap y Hee TaKOHM CUJIbI, 4YTO KOM pacIio3aeTcs B Jienenky. B Bo3ayx nogHumaercs
MyuHOe oOsako. [ToBapuxa coOrpaeT TecTo, MHET €ro TOJICTHIMU MaJIbllaMU M CHOBA MOIOpACHIBAET.

— W-u pa3!

WBa, nomxaB HOrW, cUIUT Ha Tabypere B yronke KyxHu u cmorpurt, kak [ToBapuxa rotroBuT
yXUH. 3penuiie 3aBopaxkuBaet, ViBa MoxeT HaOmogaTh 3a HUIM yacamu. Eif KaxkeTcs1, YTo OHa nomnasa
B Cep/iLie O'POMHOI0 CJI0KHOTO MexaHu3Ma. KpoiieuHasi necdMHKa BHYTPU TMTAHTCKUX YacoB, TOTO
U IJISIIU €€ pa3/aBAT KpyTsiuecs mectepeHKU. Ho cHapyxu Bellb HUYEro TaKOro He YBUIUIIb?

[ToBapuxa nenaet Thicsiay eyt oqHOBpeMeHHO. Hu cekyH bl OHa He CTOMT Ha MeCTe, OHa BE3/IE U
BCIOly. BOT OHa MecUT TeCTO MyCKY/IUCTHIMU PYKaMH, @ MTHOBEHUE CITYCTSl YK€ CTOUT PSAAOM C KMITS-
MM KOTJIOM 1 [TIOMEIIMBAET TaM OrPOMHOI MOBAPEIIKOM, 3aTeEM OHA KMJIAeT YTO-TO Ha PACKaJIEHHYIO
CKOBOPOIKY. .. Bce 3BEHUT, MBIXTUT, OYpJIUT ¥ CKBOPYHT — COTHU Pa3HOOOPA3HBIX 3BYKOB CIIMBAIOTCS
B YIMBUTEJIbHYIO KyXOHHYI0 cuMponmio. [ToBaprxa BeJeT ee, Kak yMeJblid JUPUKED, 3aCTaBIsisl OOHU
MHCTPYMEHTHI 3By4aTh I'pOMYE, APYIUe TUILIE, MEHsIsl TEMIT M pUTM. A MHOI/Ia U cCaMa HauMHAeT MpH-
TOIBIBATh JJa IPUTAHLOBBIBATh, 3BEHETh KACTPIONISIMU M CKOBOPOJKaMH. VIBa 3TOro He 3Haer, HO Ha
CaMOM JIeJIe BCe 3TO JIKa3.

Jluto u pyku [ToBapuxu Gesiple OT MyKH, Cpa3y ¥ He TIOMMeIllb, B JOOPOM JI OHA OOJTMYbE HITH
ycriena nepeMeHuThes1. Ho ynbiOKka y Hee mmpokasi, OT yxa JIo yxa, a 3HauuT, Bce xopoio. KpyrnHeie
3yObl MepesTMBAIOTCS MepiaaMmyTpoM. Kamenbku 1moTta pa3pucoBaiy ee IEeKH W3BUIUCTBIMHU JOPOK-
KaMu. 3aBTpa — MepBbIi IeHb 3UMBI, ¥ B loMe Martymku Houn 6yner npasaauk. [ToBapuxa crapaercs
BOBCIO, YTOOBI OH yzasicsi Ha ciaBy. [IpuayT roct, MHOTHE — M3/1aJieKa, ¥ OHA He XOYeT yIapuThb B
IpAA3b JIULIOM.

[NoBapuxa 3amupaeT nepes OrpOMHBIM KOTJIOM, B KOTOPOM ITy3bIPUTCS OJIEHO-XKENTOE BapeBo,
Y LIBBIPSIET TyAA IEAPYIO TOPCTh MOJIOTOrO nepua. M TyT ke oryluTeIbHO TPOMKO YMXAeT, /1a Tak,
YTO BCSI MyKa OCBINAETCS C €€ JIMLA, ¥ OHO BHOBb CTAHOBUTCS OJIarOpOIHOTO 1IBETA JIECHOTO Opexa.
Anuxu! Ot HeoxuaanHoctu [loBapuxa 3amupaet ¢ OTKpbITHIM pToM. Ceiuac oHa IMoxXoxka Ha OrpOM-
HYIO ¥ OYeHb YIMBJICHHYIO kaly.

MBa xoxo4eT M CTyuuT ceOsl JIJIOHsSMU IO KOJIEHKaM, TMOJXBaThiBasi KyXOHHBIA pUTM. Tax
cmewro! A MTHOBEHME CIYCTSI UTO-TO MSATKOE M JIMIIKOE LIUIeNaeTcsl Ha Makylky. VBa 3amorkaer.
[TonHsB pyKy, OHa CHUMAET C TOJIOBbI KYCOK MOKPOTO TecTa. Bo3MylleHHIo ee HeT npejena:

— 31! Tak HeyecTHO!

— A bl He 3eBaii! — Becesio kpuuuT [loBapuxa. — 3a3eBaellibCsi — MUTOM OKaXelllbCsl B KOTe!

— W THI cBapumib u3 MeHs cyn?! — B IpuTBOpHOM yxkace VBa 3akatbiBaer mia3a. — He ems!
He enb mens!

— He ceronns, neBonbka mosi, — orsevaet [loBapuxa. — He cerognsa. Ho nomuau: B Bonbimom
Jlecy xBaTaeT Tex, KTO He POYb NOJIAKOMUTBCS TAKOM XOPOLIEHbKOM eBOUYKOM. Am! Jlaxke KocTouek
oT Tebs1 He ocTaHeTcs !

Okxkazasumcs psagom ¢ MBoit, [ToBapuxa TperuieT ee 3a meKy U YHOCUTCS Jajiblile, 3aXBaueHHAs
KPYrOBOPOTOM KYXOHHBIX A€l. TaMm MOcOnuTh, TaM MOIEepYUThb, 31€Ch OTOUTh MSICO, TYT 3aMECUTh
TECTO — ¥ KaK OHa Be3/le ycrieBaer?

— A b1 Obi1a B Bonbiom Jlecy? — cripammBaer MBa. Ckonbko oHa cebst moMuuT, [ToBapuxa
HU pa3y He BBIXOJIWJIA 32 Orpajy.

[NoBapuxa 3amMupaeT ¥ CMOTPUT Ha AEBOUYKY TaK BHUMATEJILHO, YTO TOW CTAHOBUTCS HE 1O cebe.
MBa eno3ut Ha TabypeTe, TOTo M IJISAU MPOTPET ABIPKY Ha I00Ke.
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— Bouna, — Hakownen ropoput IloBapuxa. — [lagHo. Emie 1o Toro, kak npuiia B 3ToT oM. 1o06-
POMY 4YE€JIOBEKY TaM HEUEro JIeNaTh.

TyT Obl CTOMIJIO MIPUKYCUTH SI3BIK, HO VIBa HE MOKET ciepKaThCs:

— A 310MYy?

[NoBapuxa CTOMT HAITPOTUB Pa3[EIOYHOM OCKH, Ha KOTOPOH JIEKHT TOJICTasi phIOWHA C 3€IeHOM
yemtyeil. B pyke y [loBapuxu 6necTut mmpokuii Tecak. OHUM yaapoM OHa OTCEKaeT prIOMHE T'OJIOBY;
HOX TNIyOOKO BOH3aeTcsl B iepeBo. [loBaprxa BHITUPAET PYyKH O MEpeTHHK.

— A 351BIX I01€ed TaMm 1 O0e3 MeHd xBaraerT. Thl, [JIaBHOE, HE 3eBali. . .
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3a0bIThbIe CHbBI

[Toka Y@ nckan nopxonsaume kamuu, MiBa B HeteprieHnu pacxaxupaia no KorensHoi. Yero
OH Tak Bo3uTcs? Ha ee B3mis/1, Bce KaMHU ObUTM a0COIOTHO OIMHAKOBBIMU — Oepu modoit. Ho Ybd
MIBIXTEJT ¥ COTIEN, C TPOMKHUM CKPUIIOM BOPOYAIT YTOJIb, BBIMCKUBAS YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE.

— Oit! — ckazana MBa, ocTaHaBIMBAsCh Y JaJIbHEN CTEHBL — Y TeOs 371ech apipa!

B oTBeT pasmascs rpoxoT U MIOpOX OCHINAIIErocs yriisd. Yynuie Tak yBIEKIOCh pasIJisibl-
BaHMEM KaMHEel, YTO He YCIIBIIIAIO JEBOUKY.

«JIpIpa» MoOXoquiia Ha BXOJ B remepy. YacTh KUPIUYHON KJIAJKU OCHINANACh, a cpasy 3a Hel
HAUMHAJICS Y3KUH TIPOXO, YBOIAIIMI noj 3emimio. CBeT neur OCBella JIMIIb KPOIIEUHBIN MATAY0K
y BXOZIa J]a HEPOBHBIE CTEHBI, U3 KOTOPHIX IO TPEIIMHAM COYMIach Boja. IIprucMOTpeBIIMCch, BHUMA-
TesbHee, VIBa pasriisjena HeKoe MmoJooue JTECTHHIIBL: Napy BHICEYSHHBIX B KAMHE CTEPTHIX CTYIICHEH.
WNutepecHo, a kto o HUM xoaut? Touno He Y. Uyaminy ciona He MPOTUCHYTHCS Jake OOKOM.
MBa noTepiia KOHUMK HOCA U CyHYJIa TOJIOBY B TYHHEINb. VI3 TEMHOTHI IOBESIIO CHIPHIM BETpPOM, 1 VBa
cpasy IMOHsLIa, YTO OH SIBUJICS U3 TAKUX MOA3EMHBIX TITyOMH, Kakue el 1 He CHUIHCh. [JJom Martyiku
Houwm okazascs ropaszno Oosbiiie, 4emM oHa cebe TpejICTaBIsia.

— Dii! — kpukHyna MBa B Ipoxoj1, HO TOJIOC MPO3BYYAJ IIIyX0, OYATO OHAa Kpyudasa, 3aKaB poT
MOAYIIKOW. B oTBeT He paznmanock gaxe sxa. A 4to OyeT, eciu oHa Tyna 3aiaer? OHa morporaia
HOCKOM OalllMaka Kpaelek KaMeHHOH CTYIeHH U CHOBA MO3BaJIa:

- -917?

— OHu He npuayT, — IPO3BYyYall 3a CIIUHOM ronoc Ydda. Uyauine cTosio psjioM, ckuMas B
MOXHATOH Jiarie OOJBIION KYCOK YIS

— Kt0 He npuger?

— Ilonzemuuky, — orBetu1 Ypd. — Te, KTO MPUHOCUT yTOJb. ..

— A noyemy OHU He PUAYT?

— Vs mHoro. — Yyauine ykaszano Ha siiuk. — Korjaa yrojib KOHUMTCSl, OHU TIPUHECYT elle, a
KOTJja yrojib €CTh, OHU He mpuxonsT. [lomzemunku 6ostes Yda.

— Kakue rynsie! — Bosmytunack MBa. — Y coBcem He cTpariHbiii!

TyT OHa MaJIOCTh TIOKPUBHIIA JTyIIOM, HO €l XOTEeJIOCh CKa3aTh YyIUIIy YTO-HUOYIb IPUSTHOE.
Mosxet, Y U CTpallIHblil ¥ KJIBIKA Yy HEro JUIMHHIONIME, HO Ha CAMOM-TO JieJie OH JOOpPBIA. A 3TH
TMO/I3EMHHMKH HUYETo He MOHMMAIoT. VBa pemmiia, uto Hajo HaBeaaThesi B KotenmpHylo elre pa3, koraa
YIS B SIIIIUKE OCTAHETCsI COBCEM MaJlo, M IOCMOTPETh Ha oOuTaresnei moazemenuii. Hamo y3Hath, KTo
OHM TaKHe, HO caMma CITyCKaThCsl B TYHHEJb OHA T00anBaach.

— Y namen xopommmii KameHsb, — ckazano uyauine. — Yo oyner yuuts VIBy cMoTpeTh 3a0b1-
ThIE CHBI.

— U kak xe 310 nenaercs? — Cpocuiia IeBOUKa, Oepsi KyCoK yriis IByMs pykamu. OH oKa3aJicst
TSDKEJIBIM; He OKUjIast TAKOTO MOBOXa, VBa eBa He ypoHMJIa KaMeHb ceOe Ha HOTYy.

— WBa rsigut B KameHb. MIBa KJeT, 1 KaMeHb C HEell TOBOPHUT.

— IIpocro cmotpers? — nomopiuiack MBa. — M Bce? Thl MeHs1 HE pa3birpbIBacilb?

Yo ynuenenno moprays. HaBepHoe, OH M CJIOBa TaKOro He 3HaJI — «pas3bIrpbiBaTh». Hy,
JAIHO. ..

WBa cena Ha moJ1, MoJIOXKWIa KaMeHb Ha KOJIEHH U YCTABUJIACh HA HETO IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU
rnazamu. Pasymeercs, Kak U B IepBbIi pa3, OHa HIUero He yBujesa. Ho oHa Obuia IeBOYKOM yrpsiMoit
U cllaBaThcs He coOunpasiack. Ecim BHYTpU 3THX YIJIed B caMOM Jiefie TaWJIOCh YTO-TO BaKHOE, OHA
y3HaeT 3T0.

Cuzietb M CMOTPETSH B OJIHY TOUKY OKa3aJI0Ch He JIlerye, YeM MOJI3TH 110 BEHTUIISIIIMOHHOM I1axTe.
Ho ona nmomHmiia, yeMy ee y4es KpecTHbIN: €C/Ii Hafo JKaTh — 3aMachch TeprieHueM U kau. MHave
BeryrHenb 1o0buy. Emme Hano apimars rioyoxe. .. OT HanpskeHusl, ¢ KOTopbiM VBa BcMaTprBasiach
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B KaMeHb, y Hee pa3oosnienuch Buckd. 1ot mumait raza. K Tomy ke ot skapsl FiBa coBcem pasomiiena
1 ee KJIOHWJIO B coH. OHa MOprHyJa — pas, Ipyroii... Bcrpenenynack, CTpsIXUBasi COHIMBOCTb, U TYT
K€ CHOBA CTajla KJIeBaTb HOCOM.

- Vdb... — yxHyna neuka. BonHa ropsiuero Bo3ayxa JIM3HyJIa JIUIIO.

NBa pesko otkpbuia r1aza. Heyxenu Bce-taku 3acHysa? Y CTOST pAIOM U TSKEO JbIIIa
— MOJTYaJIMBas YepHasi TPOMajia, Co CBETSIIMMUCS I71a3amMH... VBa cHOBa ycTaBHJIach Ha KaMeHb U
BIPYT, K CBOEMY YAWBIIECHUIO, IEHCTBUTEIIFHO Pa3Iiisijiesia YTO-TO BHYTPH.

[Nonavasy 310 ObUIAa KPOXOTHasA cBemiasi Touka. OHa cyeTIMBO MeTanach B rimyouHe. Ho He
BHYTPH KaMH#l, a IJIe-TO €llle, CJIOBHO KYCOK YIJIsi ObUT BCETO JIMIIb OKOIIKOM B JIpyroe Mecto. Touka
MeJJIeHHO prokanack. MiBa 3agepxkaa apixanue, 0osch ee BCIyrHyTh. Heyxenu 31o u ecth 3a0bI-
ThIN coH? VIBa HaKJIOHWIACh HUXKE U. ..

C rpoMKHMM TPECKOM KaMeHb PAcKOJIOJICS M YTO-TO CBETJIOE PBAaHYJIOCh €i HaBcTpeuy. VBa
3aBepelnana, 3aMaxajia pyKaMu, 3alUiasch OT HEBEIOMOM YIpO3bl, ¥ 3a/1eJ1a JIAJOHBIO YTO-TO JIETKOe
1 HeBecomoe. OHa pe3Ko OTMPsIHY/IA, B U3yMJICHUH IJIsA/s Ha CYLIECTBO, 3aMeTaBIleecs 10 MO/IBATY.

Babouka. .. KpymnHas 6abouka c ppaHsIMH KpbUibsiMu. M ViBa 3Hasa, Kak OHa HA3bIBAETCS], IYCTh
paHbIle BUJIENA €€ TOJBKO Ha KapTuHKe. Coska Aepopebl.

CKoJb3HYB HaJl TOJIOBOM, 6ab0YKa METHYJIACh K JIbIPE B CTEHE M MCcUe3fa, Oy/lTo ee U BOBCE He
6b10. VI3 THMBI BO ThMy. VIBa BCKOUMIA: JIMIIO €€ TBLIAJIO, PYKHU JIPOKaIIH.

— Tru1 310 Bugen? Bunen, sunen?!

— Yro Bunen? — cripocun Y.
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Iloxoiiau OJmKe

['ynut TetuBa, u crpena aetut Oesoit MoHuen. Ho coBceM He Tyna, kyaa nenmrcesi MiBa. CuitbHO
npasee. Llerisier onepeHneM KycTbl YEpTONONIOXA U MaJaeT B IBYX LIarax OT Orpajpl.

— Bor ragctBo! — ropopur Mpa. Illenotom, 4ToObl €e He YCTbIal HUKTO U3 B3pocibix. OHa
WI'PaeT BO JIBOpPE OJHA, HO y MHOI'MX XWjbLoB Marymku Houn civmkom uytkue ymu. A VBa He
XOYET, YTOOBI €i BHIMBLIUA POT C MBUIOM.

W3 noma He noHocuTCs HU 3BYKA. JInmib crapblii (piorep Ha KpbIlle CKPUIIUT, CIIOBHO ILJIAYeT.
Y6equBimch, 4To Bce B mopsiake, MBa uner 3a crpenoit. Hudero... OHa ere Hay4uTcsi CTpessiTh
TaK, YTO KPECTHBIN OyIeT €10 TopauThcs. A MOXeT ObITh, OH Aaxe Bo3bMeT ee Ha Oxoty. MBa notpa-
ruBaercs 10 Kibika [lepBo3Bepst 1 BooOpakaeT, OyATO MMEHHO €l CykJIEHO MOJCTPEUTh X031MHA
Bonsioro Jleca. [TpaBaa, oHa cOBCeM HE MIOHUMAET, 3aYEM ITO HYKHO JIENATh.

JlpIXaHue BBIPBIBACTCS] OOJJAYKOM MOPO3HOTO napa. 3uMa yke HacTyNujIa, HO CHera elne Her.
HaxoxyuBiumecst Kypbsl OpOIsAT BOKPYT IyCTOrO KOpHITA M Jaxke He KygaxuyT. JIyxuma Bompl 1mox
PKaBOM KOJIOHKOM MOKpbUIACh TOHKOM KOPKOH JIbJA.

WBa cepoutcs He TOJIBKO M3-3a TUIOXO0ro BhicTpesia. Ckopee Obl YK BbIIaJl CHEr, OeJIblid 1 MyIId-
cThiid... He To yr0oOB! MBa MoOMIa CHeXHbIe 3MMBbI, HO TaKasi HEJIO3UMa €l HpABUTCS eIlle MEHBIIIE.
Kak ecri 661 Mary1ika Hauasia paccKkasblBaTh CKa3Ky M BIPYT 3aMoTvaia Ha cepenuHe. Tak u xodercs
CKa3aTh: HY a Jajblie 4To?

WBa nogxonut Kk orpaze u noadupaet crpeiy. [IpoBoauT 1o Hell masiblieM, pacrpasJisis ore-
penue. Emie Boictpen? Ho, HeMHOro nomymaB, oHa yOMpaeT cTpeily B OepecTsSHON KOMYaH — TOXe
MO/IAPOK KPECTHOTO.

C pemierku cBucaiot Oypslie meTH romomia. CKOJIBKO ele X JaTh, Pexe YeM OHU BHOBb PacIly-
craTcs nblHoi 3eneHbio? [lo Mepkam VBB, Liestyto BeyHOCTh. Be3 mimora orpasia BeINISIUT KaJKo,
KaKHe-TO pkaBble MaJIKU, BOTKHYTHIE B 3eMII0. Ha HEKOTOPBIX COXPaHUIIUCh OCTPblE HAKOHEYHUKH,
HO 3TO CKopee MCKJoueHue. M Koro takast orpajga MoxeT yaepxkarb? Kto yroqHo Moxet 6e3 Tpyaa
MIPOJIE3Th MEXKIY NPYThAMU. [la v 3a4eM Jie3Th? JJocTaTOYHO OJUH pa3 MHYTb, U Orpajia cama yrnajer.

Jlec o Ty CTOpOHY BHIIVISAUT HA yAUBJIEHUE TUXUM. ['ycToid, TeMHblil. .. VIHel uckpurcs Ha
JJIMHHBIX COCHOBBIX MT'OJIKAX M TSKEJIBIX €JIOBBIX Jianax. Jlec BoBce He CIUT, Kak MOXKET MOKa3aThCs.
Cxopee oH 3atamics. JKaeT, Koraa Thl 3a3eBaellibCs, U BOT TOIZIA OH TeOsI CXBATUT U yTAIUT B Yallly,
r71e ¥ pazopseT Ha yactu. Ot 310ii MbIciH y VIBBI 1O ciivHe OeryT Mypatiku. Jlec MaHWI ee, HO HUYYTh
HE MEHbIIIE OH €€ IyraJ, yCTh OHA HUKOMY U HUKOTJA B 9TOM HE IIPU3HAETCSl.

Bronb orpagpl HIETUHATCS IUIAMU TOJIbIE KYCTBl €KEBUKH. be3 JMCTBB OHUM BHIIVIAAAT Tak,
OyIITO KTO-TO CBAJIMJI Ky4el cyXoi XBopocT. OJJMHOKMIA KOPUYHEBBIH JIMCTOK JIPOKUT HA BETKE, KaK
KpoIIeYHasl JIJIONIKa, KOTopasi Tak 1 30BeT nofoitu nodmmke. Ho He ycrieBaer MBa caenath mmiar K
orpajie, Kak 3aMe4aeT YTo-TO €lle — KaKue-TO BETKHM CJIOMaHbl, NaJiasi JIUCTBA MOJ] HUMU NPUMSITa, a
Ha OJJHOM U3 LIMIIOB BUCUT KOMOYEK cepoy BaThl. VIBa HE yMeeT unTarh ciiefibl, Kak €€ KPECTHBII, HO
TYT ¥ TaK BCE TIOHATHO: KTO-TO XOIWJI BOKPYT JJOMa JIeHb WJIH J1Ba Ha3a/l. U 310 ObLT He AUKHIA 3BEpb.

VBa mpucMarpuBaeTcsi ¥ 3aMevaeT elle CJedbl: napy KOPUIHEBBIX MepbheB, JOIKHO OBbITh, ITPHU-
HaJJIeKaBIIMX BOPOOBIO, OEITYI0 KOCTOUKY. .. IHTepecHO, KTO 3T0 ObUT? Bpsizt JI KTO-TO U3 KUIIBLIOB
IOMa, UM-TO 4TO 3[IeECh UCKATh? 3aCOXIIINe ArOanl?

WBa penaer eme nommara K orpajae. MoxeT, CTOMT pacckaszaTtb 00 3tom Marymike? TyT oHa
MOTaeT ToJI0BOi. Martyika HaBepHsika U 0e3 Hee BCce 3HaeT. B 3ToM JoMe HUYero He MpOMCXOAUT
6e3 BenoMa X034MKH. A pa3 Tak, TO HEYero OOAThC.

CneBa pasgaeTcsi XpycT CJIOMaHHOW BeTKH. VBa o0opaunBaeTcsi, BCKUHYB JIyK TaK, OyATO 3TO
OOBIKHOBEHHas MaJyika. Tawm, rj1e MrHOBEHHe Ha3a/l HUKOTO He ObLJI0, CTOUT BBICOKHI Y€JIOBEK B Ipsi3-
HOW ofiex e u MsTou 1wisre. [enkumu riazamu oH cMoTput Ha VIBy. M ObIcTpo 0OMM3bIBACTCSI.
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— 3mpaBcTBYH, JeBOYKa, — TOBOPHUT He3Hakomell. ['onoc ero menectur. OH ynbiOaeTcs, HO B
YJIBIOKE COBCEM HET pasloCTH.

WBa rmaauT Ha HEro M He MOHMMAeT — OTKYJa oH nosiBuica? He marepuanuzoBaiics ke U3
BO3/yXa — Ha NpUBUJEHHE OH He Moxoxk. Ho Kak MOXKHO NOAKPAcTbCsl HE3aMEUEHHBIM I10 TaKUM
Oyepakam?

— A Tbl KTO? — CIpalll¥BaeT OHa.

YenioBek OMIIsIbIBACTCS, CIOBHO OOMTCS, YTO 32 HUMH MOAIISIBIBAIOT. YOEIUBIIUCE, YTO BCE
B MOPsIJIKE, OH KacaeTcs MaJIbl[aMU TOJIe MSATOM IILISIIBL.

— 91 — mocieIHUN HACTOSIIIAN JKEHTIBMEH. . .

JIumo y Hacrosiero JKeHTJIbMeHa HenpusitTHoe. KakeTcs, uto B HeM KocTell Kyzaa OoJblie,
yeM nosaraercs. Y1 3T KOCTU MOCTOSIHHO ABUTAlOTCs, TPUYEM HE3aBUCUMO JIpyT oT Apyra. KoHumk
IJTMHHOTO HOCa Jiepraercs, OyATO HE3HAKOMEI[ UyeT KAKOW-TO raJKuil 3armax, HO He MOXKET TMOHSTh,
OTKY/1a OH JIOHOCUTCS.

— Yro Takoe «IKeHTIbMeH»? — criparimBaeTr MBa.

— Iomoiinu 6mmke, U s TeOe MOKaxy, — yablOaeTcss He3HakoMell. VIBa 3amedaer, 4Tto MexmIy
3y0aMu y Hero 3acTpsijio 4To-To TeMHoe. [loxokee Ha MasieHbKOE TIephIIKO. 1 BMecTo Toro, 4ro0bl
TMIOJIONTH OJTHKe, OHA OTCTYMAeT OT orpajisl. HesHakomell gaxe He MBITaeTCsl CKPBITh Jocaabl. JIuio
€ro KpUBUTCS, OCTPbIE KOCTHU €Il CUJIbHEE BHINMPAIOT Ha CKYJIax.

— Ionoiinu, He Ooiics, — MUMUT OH, Tak 4YTO VBa cpa3dy MOHUMAET, YTO MCIyratbcs Oyaer
HEJIMITHUM. MOXKET, CTOUT Pa3BEPHYTHCS U CO BceX HOr Oexath B oM? Tak ObICTpO, Kak ee yuuia
Maryuika. .. Ho MBa ocraercs cToATs.

— CMmoTtpu, 4TO y MEH$ €CTh, — TOBOPUT HE3HAKOMell. 13-3a ma3yxu OH IOCTaeT KeJTOro IUIo-
LIEBOTO Me/IBE/S U MAIlIeT UM, BBITSIHYB PyKy. — 9710 muctep ['omi. Xouels ¢ HUM NOUrparh?

— Ilourpars?

Hesnakomell Tak HEpruyHO KMBAET, UTO, KAKETCs, BCE KOCTU Y HETO B TOJIOBE IMOMEHSUIUChH
MectaMu. BTopsi eMy, IUTIOMeBbi MeIBe/lb MaIleT Jaroi. YepHble ria3a-1myroBUlilbl OONTAI0TCS Ha
HUTKAX.

— Mucrep o 3HaeT mHoro unrepecusix urp. Ilpasaa, muctep 'om?

[TmomeBsiil MeaBenp KUBaeT. BepHee, 9T0 HE3HAKOMeEL! MaJIbIIEM HAKJIOHSET ero rojosy. MBa
HE BEpUT HU €JUHOMY CJIOBY 3TOTrO 4esioBeka. M nenaer mar K orpaje.

— bimke, neBouka, — 1IeI€CTUT HE3HAKOMEII, OONM3bIBasich. — bimke. ..

— Kpa! Kpa!

OrpomHbI BOPOH KaMHeEM TajaeT ¢ HeOa. COMBaeT NMUISIy C TOJOBbI HE3HAKOMIIA M YXOAUT
Ha HOBBIM BHpaxX. BCKMHYB rojioBy, HE3HaKOMeEll IIMIUT Ha NTULY, Kak 3Mes. Ho BopoHa 3TuMm He
HaITyraTh.

— Kpa! Kpa! Kpa!

B nome Marymku Houu xnonaer craBens. Crpliatces rojioca.

Hesnakomerr xBataeT ¢ 3eMJIM CBOIO IUIsAMY. B 1Ba pbIkka OH BHIOMpaeTcs U3 3apociiei exe-
BUKH Ha OIyHIKY Jieca. BOpOH mpofomkaeT Hape3aTh Kpyru y Hero Haj rojoBoi. HezHakomery 060-
paunBaeTcs K JAEBOUYKE M OTBEIIMBAET MOKJIOH.

— Ckopo yBuauMcsi, BOpOHEHOK ! CJI0OBO HACTOSIIETO KEHTIbMEHA, CKOPO YBUIUMCH !

U oH ucuesaer B secy.
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JlypHOH MOCTYIIOK

— A T8I puzens eme? — nporyaen Y.

Uynuie cmotpesnio Ha MBy Tak *kanoOHO, 4TO el 3aXOTeOCh TMOJOWTH K HeMYy U OOHSITb.
3apbIThCS JMLOM B MATKUN MeX. [1ycTh OH IpsA3HBIN OT YroJbHOM NbUIM U IIPOMax rappio, HO U OHA
cama Bcsl 3anavkayiack. Ecnm ucnaukaercs eme Oosblne, HUKTO He 3ameTut. OpHako VBa ocranach
CTOSITh Ha CTYNEHbKAaX JIECTHUIIBI, Beaylei u3 KoTeabHoil.

— Koneuno, npuay! Msl ke apy3bs!

— JIpy3bs, — oTo3BasICs BenvKaH. — Panbine y Yddga He Obu10 Apy3eid. OnHM KaMHHU. . .

Ha stux cnoBax WMBa B3apornyna. Kamuu... Ha camom nienie — MHOTO OOJTbIIIE, YeM TPOCTO
kamHau. ['opaszno Gosbine. U ceiiyac oMH U3 3TUX KaMHEW OHa MpsiTaja Mmoj miatbem. ViBa npuxu-
MaJia €ro pyKom, 4ToObl He yIaJl, Ha/IesICh, YTO 3TO BBHIIJISAUT HE3aMETHO.

Kamens 6b11 pazmepoM ¢ Gosbinoe s6;10k0. MBa crana ero, korga Yddg oTBepHyIcs, YToObI
NOIOPOCHTH YIS B TONKY. CXBaTuia, He IS/, U CIPsATasa MOJ OICKA0M, He Aymasi O TOM, 3a4eM OHa
310 fenaeT. OHa Beib MOIJIA IIPOCTO MOTIPOCUTh, Y BPsII JIU UyIuIlle ei oTKazano Obl. Ho BMecTo aToro
WBa copepmmna oyproii nocmynok. Yo ke ee qpyr u oOMaHbIBaTh €ro He4eCcTHO. VBe Ka3aiocs,
YTO XOJIOJHBINA KYCOK YIJIsl BOT-BOT MPOXKKET e Tiathe. Mitn Toro xyxe — IpIpy B )KUBOTE.

Ho eii Obu1 Hy)eH 3TOT KaMeHb. OHa 00s13aHa PACKPHITH ero TaiHy, U Yo eir B 3TOM He
nomontHUK. OH Jake He YBUJIEN BbUIETEBIIyI0 0a00uKy, a Korga MBa momnsiTanack OObSICHUTD, YTO
MIPOM30IILTIO, HIUero He noHsu1. OH ayman, uyto VBa cama paznoMusia Kycok yIiisi monosiam — OyaTo y
MaJICHbKOU JIEBOUKM XBATUT Ha 3TO cri1! Hy)KHO ckopee BEpHYTbCSl HaBepX M TaM, B CBOEH KOMHare,
XOPOIIIEHbKO M3yUYMTh KaMeHb, TPEIBAPUTENILHO 3allepeB Bce JIBEpPU M OKHA. BApyr Tam mpsiyercs
eme ogHa coBka ABpopbi? To-To noktop Cukopckuit oopaayercs, Koraa VBa nprHeceT emy KHUBOTO
MOTBUIbKA !

— A xorja Thl pUeIIb? — CIPOCUIIO YyHIIIE.

— 3aBtpa? — UBa nouecasa 3atbuiok. — Ecim nmomyuuTcs.

— 3aBTpa — 3T0 CKOpO?

— 3aBTpa — 3T0 3aBTpa, — otBeTHIa MBa. — [ocne oOena, eciiu MeHsI OTITyCTSIT.

— Yo Oyner xaath. ..

— Ara. [lo Bctpeun!

Ona B30exkasa Mo JecTHuIle. MeTaJInyeckre CTYIeHH TYJIKO OT3bIBAIMCh Ha ee maru. U
TOJIBKO TOOpaBIIKChH A0 JBepH, VBa BApyr cooOpasuia, U4To JECTHHUIIA 9T TaKas MaJleHbKast U XpyI-
Kasl, YTO Uy/AUIILy 110 Hel He 3a0pathbcesi. UTo ke mosydaeTcsi — OH BooOIe He BHIXoauT 13 KotenpHo?
Tak u cuauT 3aeck nepea neukoin? U kak naBo? Hamo 6wl paccipocuth 00 3ToM MaryIiky, Ho...
B npyroii pas.

— INoka-moka! — MiBa obepHy:ack 1 momaxana Ygdy Ha npornanue. Yyauiie TIsTHYJIO Ha CBOIO
JIaJIOHb, 3aTeM HEPEUIUTEIbHO TIOJHSIIO JIaly ¥ IOMaxajio B OTBET.

Kenesnast nBepb OKazanach He 3anepra. MiBa mpUOTKpbLIa ee U BHIOpaach B y3KUI KOPUIOP.
Ha MraoBeH#e oCTaHOBHJIACH, IPUCITYIIMBASCH K TOIOCAM JJOMa: CKPHUITY CTApOro AepeBa, MpuumTa-
HUIO BETpa B BEHTWISIIMOHHBIX IIAXTaX, HIypPIIAHAI0 HEBUIUMBIX CYIIECTB B CTeHax... [1e-To Haj
ee TOJIOBOM XJIOMHYJIA ABEPb M MOCTIBIIIAIMCH TsKenble 1maru. OTKyaa-To JOHECaach KOPOTKask Meso-
IS, CBITPaHHAasl Ha CKPHIIKE, XOTS HUKTO M3 XKUJIbIIOB JOMa Ha CKpUIIKe He urpail. Bo3myx 31ech ObLt
Kyza cBexee, yeM B KotenpHoi, 1 VIBa BIOXHYJIA €ro MOJHOM I'Py/Iblo, YyBCTBYS CTpAaHHOE o0Jerye-
Hue. CJIOBHO BCE 3TO BpeMsi Ha Hee JaBWJIO UTO-TO TSDKENIOe, a TIOTOM BJIPYT MCYe3I0 Oe30 BCAKOM
MIPUYMHBI.

VBa BhITalmiaa yKpajeHHbI KaMeHb, OCMOTpeJia €ro co BCeX CTOPOH U CIpsiTasia 0OpaTHo.
Tenepb €710 3a MajbIM: MPOOPAThCS B CBOI0 KOMHATY, YTOOBl HUKTO HE OCTAHOBWII €€ U HE CTal
BBISICHSITD, T7I€ OHA MPOTajaa eibli AeHb. VBa nmpuciymmanach — He JIOHOCHTCS JIM KaKUX 3BYKOB U3
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Kyxnu, HO Bce Obut0 THXO0. HaBepHoe, [JoOpo3nas [ToBaprxa nepemeHmiach 0OpaTHO M CIIUT cefuac
HerpoOyIHBIM CHOM, KaK BCeraa mocie npuctynos. [da u Maryiika, ckopee BCero, ye BepHYJ1ach
nomoi. .. [Ipana, ViBe coBcem He XOTesoch ¢ Hell BeTpedaTbes. He ceituac — npesk/ie HyKHO IpUBe-
CTU ceOs1 B TIOPSIJIOK.

HecnpimHo, kak Mbika, MiBa nodexana BBEpX MO KOPUOPY. YIa4yHO M30ekaia BCTPEUH C
Hexkum Tormm: yenoBek-nTuiia B OAMHOYECTBE OpOAMII MO IOMY U YTO-TO MCKasl. VBa cnpsitanach
OT HETO 3a TOJICTHIM rodeseHoMm, a kKoraa Hekro Tomuii ckpbuics U3 BULY, TPOCKOJIb3HYJIA HA BTOPOU
stax. Jlanbiie, 10 cBoel KOMHAThI, OHa J00pasack Oe3 npukiodeHnin. OTKpbIB 1yOOBYIO 1BEpS, VBa
BOIIUIA BHYTPb M OOJIETYEHHO BBIJIOXHYJIA: BOT U KOHEIl €€ MAJICHPKOMY MPHUKTIOUEHHIO.

B 1O ke MrHOBeHME CUJIbHBIE najblbl CXBATHUJIU €€ 3a IIJICYO U CXKAJIM TaK CUJIBHO, YTO Y 40181
cJie3bl OPBI3HY/IN U3 IJ1a3.

— INonanack, MmaneHbKast yeproBka. — JJooposnas [ToBaprxa ckJIOHMIACh K caMoMy ee yxy. MBa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOpsTuee AbIXaHKE W YCIIbIIAIa Pe3KHid KUCIbIHA 3anax. OrpoMHble 3yObl KJIAIHYJIU B
TeMHOTe. — [lymana, 4To cMOXellb OT MeHs CIIpATaThCs?

W Bor Torna MBa 3aBu3:xana u30 BCEX CUIL.
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Cu CrIoKoMHO

MBa nexut B KpoBaTH, HATSHYB Pa3HOIBETHOE OEsIO 10 Tondopoaka. Eii 1aBHO mopa crarts,
HO CHA y Hee HU B offHOM Iiiazy. [lunut kepocuHoBast 1amra, oTOpackiBast Ha CTEHbI OJIe/IHbIe TEHH.
3a OKHOM KpYXaT KpyITHbIe CHEXKUHKH M JINITHYT K CTEKJTy, TOYHO TUKOBUHHBIE 6abouku. M3 mocrenu
WBa Bugut 6sieTHO-TOTYOO0U MecsIIl, TOKAUYMBAIOIIMIACSA HA MAKYIIKe TEMHOW eJTh. 3Be3/Ibl TIepeMU-
TMBAIOTCS B YTOJIBHO-UYEpHOM Hebe.

Marymka Houn cugut psgom, Ha Kpaio KpoBaTd. UTo-TO BSIKET — KJIYOKHM CKauyyT MO TOTY,
CIMIIbI TUXOHBKO CTy4Yar. A erie oHa pacckasbiBaeT MBe ckazky. Crparnyio. ['ooc y Maryiiku Houun
MSITKHIA 1 IOOPBII, HO OT KakI0ro cjioBa y MiBb Mopo3 1o koxe. [Topoii oHa mpsrueTcst mop ofesiyioM,
HO TYT K€ CHOBA BbINJIsAAbIBAET. ITycTh cKka3Ka U cTpalliHas, 3aTo KyTKO UHTEpecHasl.

— .../ torpa Bosk BIMjICs JeBOYKe 3yOaMu B rOpyio M cyiomal el mmeto. OHa Jake MUKHYTh He
ycrniena. Bonk orranmi ee k cede B JIOTOBO, TaM €€ U ChellH.

— Kakoii moxoit Bosk! — ropoput MBa.

— JleBouka Toxe BUHOBara. — Marymka Houn noxumaer riedamu. — Pa3 noma ogna B bosnb-
ot Jlec, Heyero ObUTO Tak HapsikaTbes. KpacHblil He nBeT 1 Bosbimoro Jleca. U Heroxo criepsa
HAy4JUThCs Oerath. A BOJIK HAKOPMIJI CBOMX BoivaT. MiHaue oHM Obl yMEpITH € TOJIOAY.

— Ho Tak nevectHo! — Bosmymaercst MiBa. — Bosk Oesxas o KOpOTKOM Jopore, Mo3TOMY OH
ee odorHa!

— ITouemy *e Toraa AeBoYKa cama He odexkana 1o KOpoTKou jopore?

NBa xmypurces:

— Ona npo Hee He 3Hazna!

— IpaBwibHO, — kMBaeT Marymka Houn. — U 310 TONE ee ommoOka. HeBO3MOXHO 3HATh Bee
TPONMHKU B JIECY, HO HY’)KHO YMeTh MX 4yBCTBOBaTb. IIpexne yem uaru oaHoi B Bonbmioit Jlec,
Thl JOJDKHA OBITh YBEpEHa, YTO BCErJa CMOXEIIb HAWTH KOPOTKYIO Jopory. Toraa Tl HUKOTAA He
3a0JTyTUIIILCS ¥ CMOXKEIIb OOOTHATh JTI0OOTO BOJIKA.

HBa npopokaer XMypUuTbCS.

— Her, — HakoHe11 3as1BJIsIeT OHA. — DTO HeMpaBUJIbHASI CKa3Ka. Y CKa3KH JOJIKEH ObITh XOPOIINI
koHell. [lyctb B koH1Ie ipuaeT OXOTHUK U MOACTPENUT MPOTUBHOIO BOJIKA!

— Ox, neBouka mMos, — B3aipixaet Maryiika Houu. — TBo# KpecTHbIN He Bcerjja MOXKEeT OKa3aThCsl
PSIIOM: JIeC — CJIMIIIKOM OOJIBIION 7151 Hero oqHoro. OH MOXET MPUIATH CJMIIKOM MO3JHO. .. ToT, KTO
coOpasics B Bonbimoii Jlec, MomkeH yMeTh U caM 3a ceOsl IIOCTOSATh.

— A s ymero! — cepauro ropoput MBa. — § ymero cTpensth U3 JiyKa, U y MEHs Noyvaercs!

— Koneuno nomyuaercs, — ynbsibaercss Marymka Houn. — Thl ciocoGHasi neBouka. Korma-
HUOYIb ThI Oy/IeIb CTPEJIATH Jy4llle, YeM TBOW KpecTHbIN. Tede 9To mpuroaurcs.

Ona npoBOOUT PyKOM MO OfieslTy, paclpaBiisisi KOPUUHEBO-3€JIEHYIO CKJIAJIKY.

— A koraa? — cnpamubaet MBa.

— INogpactu HeMHOXkKO, — oTBevyaeT Marymka Houn. — Bcemy cBoe Bpemsi.

— A 310 Bpems — ckopo? — He caercs ViBa. — KpecTHbli cienan MHe HaKOHEUHUKH 1S CTpe,
HO MHE UX He oTaeTr. ['oBopurt, 4To 4 emie ManeHbkas. Ho 51 yxe coBceM He MajieHbKas !

— Ckopo? — Marymika Houu CKJIOHSIET TOJIOBY M Ha JIONTYI0 MUHYTY 3ajaymbiBaetcs. Ee uep-
HBIE [71a3a UIMPOKO OTKPBITHI, HO KaXEeTCsl, OHA HUYEro He BUIUT. B3 ycTpeMyeH B IyCTOTy U
naneiie. — M ga, u Her. Ceityac Thl MOXeIIIb MOAYyMaTh, YTO HYKHO KAaTh LEJNyI0 BeuHOCcTh. Ho Ha
CaMoM JieJie BpeMsi MPOJIETUT TaK OBICTPO, UTO Thl U HE 3aMETHIIIb.

— Ckopee OBl yke OHO mpoJieTesio, — Oypuurt VBa.

— A ceituac tebe niopa cnatb. U 6e3 pa3roBopos!

Marymka Houn meinkaer MBy 1o Hocy. Ta u He gymMaer crioputhb, BOT TOJIBKO. . .

— MHe onATh NpUCHWIICA KOLLIMap, — TOBOPUT OHa. — Buepa.
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— Kommap?

— Mue nipucHmMIack 6ombinas peida. Ho oHa He coBceM ppida — y Hee JIMIIO TOUb-B-TOUYb KaK y
yesioBeka. U ymHHBIE yepHble BoOockl. OHa KHUBET B IITyOOKOM-TIPErTyOOKOM o3epe. MHe NpuCHU-
JIOCh, YTO S TIPUIIUIA K TOMY O3€py M 3Ta pbida cTasia MeHs 3Bath. V 5 3a1uia B Boay... A MOTOM
HE MOMHIO — BCE CTAJIO YEPHBIM-YEPHBIM U 51 IPOCHYJIACh.

Marymka Houn Monmua coOupaet Criuiibl ¥ HATH U OTKJIAJIBIBAET B CTOPOHY.

— MHe u panbllie cCHIIAach 9Ta peida, — roBoput MBa. — 4 ee 6010Ch. . .

Marymka Houn kuBaer:

— He 6oiics cHOB, eBOUKa MOSI. YK O HUX-TO 51 cMory 1no3adotuthest. [Toka s ¢ T060i, Tede
Heyero 0osAThCS.

OHa TsIHeTCs K KepOCHHOBOM JIaMITe ¥ TOBOpaYMBaeT BeHTHIIb. KoMHaTa morpyxaercst BO TbMy.

— Cnm cnokoiiHo, — ropoput Marymika Houu. — § nocuxy psgom.
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BoJuap u cie3bl

[NoBapuxa Kperko cxkaja raedo VBbI — ele HeMHOT0, U CIoMaeT Kiiounity. bomb Oblia ajickast.
JleBouka OpbIKaIach U30 BCEX CHJI, HO YTO OHA MOIJIA CHEJIaTh MPOTUB OTPOMHOTO COIISIIIIETO YyHO0-
BuIa? 3akpuyaTh U TO He MOYYUJIOCh — U3 Topiia BBIPBAJICS] TOHEHbKUI IUCK, HE TPOMYE MSAYKaHbsI
KOTEHKaA.

— Kpuun, kprum, — npopesena [ToBapuxa, Opbi3ka CIIIOHON. — 30BM HE 30BH — HUKTO TeOsI He
YCIIBIIINT, MaJleHbKasi MEp3aBKa, HUKTO TeOe He TIOMOXET. ..

Ona ornyctuiia By, HO JIUIIIB 3aTeM, YTOOBI CXBATUTh €€ 32 BOPOT. Jlerko, OyATO TPSMUYHYIO
KYKJIy, OHa TIOJIHsLJIa ee, TaK 4YTo JuIo VIBH OKa3asock HarpoTuB Oesol pmusrnoHomun. OT BCTPSCKU
3yObI VIBBI TpOMKO JIsI3rHYIH. [leBouka GecrioMonHo 3aaepraia Horamu. [1o mekam KaTUIuch cliesbl
— ot 6onu, cTpaxa u oousl. Heyxemu Bce Tak 1 koHuntcs? U ee myTelecTBre 1O BEHTUISATIMOHHOM
II1axTe, BCTpeya ¢ YyauIeM — Bce 3To Obuio 3ps? KameHb, KOTOpBIT OHA cramuia u3 KoTelbHOu,
yIaJl Ha 10J1 U OTKATHJICS O]l KPOBATh.

[ToBapuxa cHoBa BcTpsixHyna By. B npyroii pyke oHa jgepxana rpoMainblid Tecak. Ha cBoio
A00BIYy OHA CMOTpesia Tak, OyATO PUMEpsIach, Kak Obl MOJIOBYEE €€ BBIOTPOIINTD.

—MHe 6ompHO! — nuckHys1a MiBa, MOHMMAs1, 4YTO HUKAKKe CJIOBA HE YCTIOKOSIT pa30yIleBaBIeecs
YyJIOBUIIIE.

— BonpHo? Xa! Ceituac Tebe Oyzer eire OobHEe. . .

Ha mekax IToBaprxu Giectes TEeMHO-KpacHble TOPOKKY — OHa IJTIaKajia KPOBABBIMU CJIE3aMHU.
WBa 3axmypusiach, Wb Obl HE BUJIETH 3TY KYTKYyI0 KapTuHy. Hy, BOT 1 Bce. ..

— Bcee, Po3za, xBatut! — npo3By4an crporuii ronoc. — Thl 3a1u1a yepecuyp Agajexo!

Bynp y Hee cuibl, MIBa Obl 3akpuyaia ot pagoctd. Marymika! OHa ycibiinana ee u npunuia!

He ornyckas neBouky, [ToBapuxa obGepryiack. Marynika Houn crosiia B ABEpHOM IpoeMe.
W3a1mHblil cuity3T BHYTPH 30JI0TUCTOTO IIPSMOYTOJIbHUKA. JIMIIO ee ocTaBaioch CIIOKOMHBIM, HO TIO
TOMY, KaK OHa CBHMHYJIa OpOBHU, OBUIO BUJIHO, UTO OHA CEPIAMTCS.

— A! — nporypena [ToBaprxa, OCKaJMBIIUCH B 37TI00OHOM yXMBLTKe. — Mamariia rmoxaioBaa. . .

— Vcnokoiics, Po3a, — ckazana Maryika Houun. — Crm.

N npexne yem IloBapuxa ycnena uto-HuOyab» caenatb, Marymka Houn kocHynack ee j0a
KOHUMKaMu najblieB. Jlerko u HexHo. B 1o ke MraoBenue rmasa [loBapuxu 3akpbuiuch. CI0BHO
Maryika noracuia ee, Kak KepOCHHOBYIO JlaMITy. XBaTKa ociadna, u MBa ymana Ha 1o, O0JIbHO
yaapUBIIKCh KoJleHKaMu. Ho, He Meuis 1 ceKyHpbl, IEBOYKA OTIo3IA K cteHe. A [loBaprxa KayHy-
JIach BIIEpe, Ha3ajl, 3aTeM HOTY €€ MOAKOCHIMCh U OHA MOBAJIWIIACH HA CIIMHY.

Ot Morydyero ygapa coOOporHyJicsi Bech 1oM. 3aape0e3kaiu OKOHHbIe cTeksia. Hox Bbiman u3
pyku [loBapuxu u oteresn k Horam Marymku Houu, HO Ta Ha HEro He B3IJIsAHYJIA.

— Cnu cniokoitHo, Po3a, — moBropuia ona. — TeGe Ha0 OTAOXHYTb. ..

EnBa MBa noHsina, 4To Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH, OHA OBICTPO MOANOI3Ia K MaTyIlKke 1 BIENUIach e
B HOry. Ee Tpsiciio OT cTpaxa, 1 OHa HUKaK He MOIJIa IPEeKpaTUTh I1akaTh. [1ycTh Bce M 3aBEpIIMIIOCh,
Ho VIBa He 4yBCTBOBasIa OOJIETYCHUS.

— Hy, Hy, — cka3zayma Marymika. — Bce xopoiio, eBouka Mosl, TENEPb BCE XOPOIIIO. . .

Ona noaxsia Apoxaiilyio ot pelanuil By u npukana k rpyau. JleBouka yTKHY/IaCh JIUIIOM B
ee IJIeYO — YEPHOE TIaThe MUTOM IIPOMOKJIO OT cjie3. Ot Marymiku Hour naxiio 3MMHUAM J1eCOM.

—Omna... OHa... — BcxymnHyna Mga.

Ona nocMoTpesia Ha OTpOMHYIO TYIIY, BO3BbILIABIIYIOCS 1ocpeau KomHatsl. ['pyas [ToBapuxu
MEPHO B3/IpIMaJIach, U Ha Ka/IOM BbIJIOXE 3Bydasl pacKaTUCThIN Xparl. benas koxa nocTerneHHo Tem-
HeJla, CJIOBHO €€ CJIOW 3a CJIOEM NOKpbIBaIM KopruuHeBbIM JlakoM. Koraa TloBapuxa npocHercs, oHa
OyzieT B 1oOpOM 0OIMYbe U JIake He BCTIOMHHT, KaK XOTeJIa BHITIOTPOILITUTH CBOIO JTIOOUMMUILY.

— Omna... — nosropuia Mga.
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— OHa cnuT, — ckaszana Maryiika u nornaguia MBy no mMakynike, B3bepolB Bojiochl. — Kak
e Thl MOIJIa TaK MONAcThCs?

— Ho ... D10 MOs KOMHara, 51 He 3HaJa, YTO OHA. ..

— Ox, Munas, — nokayasa rojiooil Maryuika. — Camble CTpalllHble BEIM CIy4aloTcs TaM, I1e
Thl X MEHBILIE BCEro k/elllb. M Toraa, Kkorjaa Tel MX MEHBbIIE BCETO KIEUIb.

Ona B3s1a VIBY 32 IOMOOPOIOK U pa3BepHYJIa K cede JIUIOM.

— Hy, xBarut miakats. — PykaBom OHa BbITepiia €l cjie3bl, pa3masbiBasi MO IEKaM Caxy U
yroyipHy10 Tibulb. — Hago xe. .. Yl rae 1o Tl Tak BbIMa3ajiach, 30J10TLE?

— 4, a... — Crout sm pacckasbiBaTh Maryliike BCIO IIpaBy O CBOMX MpUKJII0YeHus1x? Bapyr
KotenpHast He TO MecTto, Kyaa eit MmoxHo xomuth? Ecnm Martymka Houm paccepourcs, 3to Oyner
nocrpaiiiHee nepeMeHusiueiics [lopapuxu. A ecnu eii 3arpeTsT CIycKaTbCs B OB, KAK OHA CMO-
JKET BHIITOJTHUTH OOelaHre HaBecTuTh Yda erne pa3?

— S1 npsaranack Ha Kyxne, — y VBl BenibixHyau yim. Hukoraa npeskzie oHa He oOMaHbIBaIa
Marymiky. — 3a rmtoid. Tam ObUIO OUeHb TPS3HO.

—IpaBna? — Maryuika npuiiypuiack, 1 y VIl 3amepiio cepaue. Heysxenu ona goraganacs? Ho
3areM Maryiika ykaszana Ha [ToBapuxy. — Hago nonpocuts Po3y HaBecT OpsAOK B €€ KOPOJIEBCTBE.
A TO gaxe cripsTatbcs Herje!

Marymika mocrapaiach, 4ToObl €e Tojoc Mpo3Bydas Beceso. Ho y Hee IMJIoXo Momyyasioch
IIyTUTh, U VIBa HEe YIBIOHYIACh.

— JlamHO, Muyast, oiieM ymoeMcsl. A KTo-HUOyIb pudepeTcs B TBoer koMHate. Hexoporo
ocTaBJsATh Po3y Ha ronom noiy, y Hee Bellb peBMaTU3M.

WBa TONBKO KMBHY/IA B OTBET.
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YroJjbHasa geBoYKa

Ho camoii Hour Martyiika He otmyckaia ot ceOst MIBy. CniepBa JeBouKa OMTHIN 4ac OTMOKaJIa
B )KECTSTHOM KOpBITe B BAHHOW KOMHate. OT BOIBI MOJHUMAJICS TAKOW T'YCTOM Tap, Y4TO TPYIHO OBLIO
apiiath. Ho, Kak cka3zanma Maryiika, HIUTO Tak HE YCIIOKauWBaeT TeJo M AyX, KaK ropsiyas BaHHA.
Ona nonmuBasia VIBy Boz10# U3 KyBIIMHA U Tepiia JKECTKOM IETKOW TaK, Oy/ATO XOTesna OTCKOOIUTh He
MIPOCTO TPsi3b, HO 320/IHO U KOKY. M 6e3 TosKy ObUIO copuTh ¥ Bo3MyIaThesi. Korma VBa HakoHern
BBIOpaiach U3 BaHHOM, pacrapeHHas U pacKpacHeBIIasiCsl, OHA YyBCTBOBaIA ceOsl 10 MPOTUBHOIO
yrcroid. CBepkasia HeOOCh Kak HaJpaeHHas Kactpioiisi. Ho B omHoM Maryiika oka3anack rpasa — Bce
ee OelIpl, IepeKMBAHMS M CTPaXH OTCTYIWIIM M YK€ He Ka3aJIuCh TAKMMU cepbe3HbIMU. [IpocTo ere
OfIHO TIpUKJTIoueHre B Jome Matymku Houn — ckosbko KX OBbLTIO U CKOJIBKO ere Oyner?

[MoTom HakpbiM 0O YXUH. [ToBaprxa ele He OUHYJIaCh, TOTOMY K CTOITY TOIAJIM XOJIO/I-
HBIE OCTATKW BUEpAIIIHEW Tpare3bl — TyIIEHOr0 KPOJMKa ¢ OBOIaMH. M MycTh HEKOTOPBIE U3 JKUJTb-
110B (1 ocobeHHO npodpeccop CUKOPCKHIA) BOpPYAJIM IO STOMY OBOJLY, CBOIO ropuuio MBa cmena 6e3
OCTaTKa. A 3a0/IHO BBICIIYIIIAJa HYAHYIO JIEKLIMIO O TOM, YTO TIPUJIMYHBIE JAEBOYKU HE OOIU3BIBAIOT
tapesnku. [Ipo ceOst oHa permia, 4To Jydiie OyleT HePUIMYHON JEBOYKOM, YeM MOKEPTBYET MO/-
JIMBOM.

Korna npunuio BpeMs 10KUThCSA criaTh, MatyIika JoJIro cujesia Ha ee KpoBaTH, paccKa3biBala
CKa3KM M 4YTO-TO HareBasia. Kak Obl OHa 3TO HU mpsATaia, ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OHA MEPEKUBACT U3-32
ciaydas ¢ [ToBapuxoit U He XOUeT OCTaBJATH 104Yb OAHY. [IpUIIIIOCH IPUTBOPUTHCS CIIAIIEH, YTOOBI
Marymika ynuia noosictpee. HakoHell Ta moracuiia jamIiy ¥ BBICKOJIb3HY/Ia M3 KOMHATBI, IPUKPbIB
3a coOoit ABEPb.

Jlexa ¢ 3akpbIThIMU I71a3aMU, MBa cocunTaa 10 cta — Ha TOT clly4ai, eciii Maryiika B3gyMaer
BEPHYThCsI, YTOOBI TIPOBEPUTD, BCE JM B mopsiake. Ho odomuiock.

Crapasch qBUraThcsl Kak MOXHO Tuie, MBa cena Ha kpoBatu. Hu oiHa npyXuHa He CKpuUII-
Hysna. KomHara ToHys1a B MATKOM cyMpake. 3UMHSIS JIyHa 3ariisiblBajia B OKHO OJIETHBIM I71a30M —
Oerymme obnaka To U AeJ0 NpsTaM ee, Kak Mopraioiiee Beko. OT OKHa 10 IPOTUBOIOJIOKHON CTEHE
Pacroi3Ioch cepoe MATHO.

MBa nepernynach uepe3 Kpail, 3arisiHyJa TOJ KpoBaTh M OOJErYeHHO BbIIOXHY/A. KameHb
HUKY/a He JIeJICsl, HUKTO €r0 He TPOHYJI ¥ He 3aMeTwJ1. [laxe B MomyMpake KOMHATBI T ObLIO OTIIMYHO
BUJIHO: OH ObUT YepHEee YEePHOro, CIYCTOK 3aCThIBIIEH TeMHOTHL. [TycTh CUKOPCKUI U TOBOPHII, UTO
HeJIb3s1 YBUETh YEPHYIO KOIIKY B TEMHOUM KOMHate, VBa yoenuiack, 4To 9TO BOBCE HE TaK.

OnHa mogHsNa yroib ¥ OT HEOXMJAHHOCTH YyTh HE BBIPOHWJIA: TaKOW OH OBUI XOJIOAHBIH.
I'opaszno xononHee, yem B KotenpHoil. VIBa nosoxuia ero Ha Kpaii ofesiia. Ternepb Bce HYKHO JieaTh
TaK, Kak yuus1 ee Yd: cMoTpeTsb 1 k1ath. ViBa riyOoko BOOXHYJA U YCTaBUIACh HA KaMeHb, CTapa-
sIChb HU O Y€M HE [yMarh.

Bpems TaHYI0CH TaK MEIJIEHHO, YTO, Ka3aJIoCh, IPOLLIA 11e/1asi BEYHOCTb, IPEXAE YEM B TEM-
HOW TiTyOMHe 3amuraiia Oenas Touka. MBa 3arawna neixanue. Hy xe! Coska Agpopwt — HaBepHsIKa
at10 Oyner oHa! IIpodeccop CUKOpPCKMil OT pasocTu U3 Kpecia BeipbirHeT! Touka mpuoOmkaiach
MeJJIEHHO, OTTMCHIBAasl BHYTPU KyCKa yIJIsl CTpaHHble Kpyru. BoT ceivac, eie 4yThb-4yTb. . .

KameHnb packonoscst ¢ OIIyIIMTENbHBIM TPECKOM, OYATO KTO-TO CJIOMAJI TIOTMOJIaM BSI3QHKY
CYXOro XBopocTta. B 1o ynapuia BojHa Cyxoro apa, U TyT ke JIeBOYKa IOHsIA, YTO 3TO BOBCE
He Xkap, a, HLOOOPOT, JIeASTHOHN X070/ B KOXY CIIOBHO BOH3MJICS MUJUTOH KPOIIIEYHBIX MTOJIOK. VBa
OTHPSIHYJIA ¥ CTYKHYJIACh 3aTHUIKOM 00 M3rOJIOBbE KPOBaTH. B TO jke MrHOBEHUE Ha Hee HaBaJIMJIOCh
YTO-TO TSKEJIOE ¥ MATKOE, & B HOC y/apwJl THUJIOCTHBIN 3arax. Tak maxHer 3acTosBIIascs BOAA, B
KOTOpOH pasnaraercsi caoximas ppidoa. OT Mep3Koi BOHM KeTyIoK VIBbI cxkasics, U ee 4yTh He BhIBEp-
HyJIO Hau3HaHKy. OHa 3a/iepraiach, MeITasich OCBOOOAUTHCS, M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €i 3TO y/IaioCh.
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Jlpoxa OT ykaca, OHa yCTaBHJIaCh Ha CYIIECTBO, sIBUBIIEECs U3 KaMHs. DTO 0Ka3aaach BOBCE
He 6abouka. Ha kpoBaTu Ha KOpTOUKax cujesa JeBoYKa, PUMEpHO ee Bo3pacTta. Bripouem, VBa He
crasia Obl pydaThbCsi, YTO OHA ObLIA YETOBEKOM.

JleBouka ObUIa OYEHb XyHOH, C pyKaMH KaK MaJIKK U BBITSIHYTHIM OJ1eIHBIM JIUIIOM. Ofex 1y oHa
He Hocwia. Kimouniibl 1 pedpa BBIMUPAIM TaK CHJIBHO, YTO Ka3aJloch, ellle HEMHOTO, M OHU TTPOPBYT
TOHKYI0 KOXy. OHa Bcsl GniecTena OT BJard WM OT CJIM3U, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI M T€ ObUIM BJIaXKHBIMH.
V3Kkue raza cMotpenu npsimo Ha MBy, HO B3MIIsi ObUT IYCTOM.

— Tet kTO? — poxpunena Mga.

VYronbHas eBOYKAa MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM.

— Kocrouku... — 3amunena oHa. — besnbie koctouku... Cnagkue. . .

Ot 3ByKa ee rosoca By mpoOpan 03H00. Ho camoe xyTKoe — rosioc mokasajicsi €l 3HaKOMbBIM.
['ne-To oHa yxe ciplIana Moxoxue MHTOHAIMY, XOTsI HUKOT/Ia paHbllie He BCTpevalia 3TO CYIIECTBO.

VYronbHas neBouYKa HarHyjaach Omike. YepHsiil si3bIK 001M3a1 ToHKue TyObl. M Torna ViBa yBu-
7ieNa, 9TO POT FOCTBhU TMOJIOH MaJIeHbKUX OCTpbIX 3yO0oB. C mepernyry VBa cxBaTuiia ee 3a XOJIOIHBIE
Y CKOJIb3KHE 3aIISICThs] U OTTOJIKHYJIA OT ceOsl.

Bunumo, crpax npunan e cuin. OQHAM peIBKOM OHa cOPOCHIA KYTKYIO JI€BOUKY Ha TMOJ, a Ta
3aCKOJIb3MJIA TI0 HEMY, KaK 10 JIbly. YIapHBIIKCh O CTEHY IOJ] OKHOM, OHA 3aMepJia, He IIEeBeIsCh 1
He U3/aBasi HU 3ByKa. [JIMHHbIE BOIOCH! CIPSTAIN JIUIO. A 3aTeM OHA PEe3KO BCKHUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

— Kocrouku... Cnagkue. ..

[Mucknys, MBa oTnomsna K CTeHe, YKPbIBasiCh OesyIoM, OyITO OHO MOIJIO €€ 3allUuTuTh. YTo
oHa Hazenana?! Beimyctuna 3ty TBapb... He 3ps Y Tak craparensHo nondupan kamuu. [Toxoxe,
BHYTPHY HUX U B CAMOM JieJie CKPBIBTUCH OMacHble Bely. He BCsAKMil 3a0bIThI COH CTOUT BCIIOMHU-
HAaTh, CJIMIIKOM MHOTO CPeJ HUX KOIIIMAapOB.

— He nogxomu! He cmeit ko MHe ipuOmvKaThes !

VYronbHas IeBOYKA MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOW. MOKpBIE TUIETH BOJIOC XJIECTHYJIH €€ 0 CIIMHE U TOJIbIM
IIeYaM.

— Cnagkue. ..

B TOT %€ MHr OHa BlienMIach B MOJOKOHHUK U IBBIPHYJIA ceOsi B OKHO — MHAYE HE CKaXKelllb.
CrekJio pasnieTesioch Ha COTHIO OCKOJIKOB, XJIOITHYJI CTaBEHb, M1 B KOMHATY BOPBAJICs 3UMHHIA BETep.
3ameTasicsi BMECTe C POeM KOJIIOUHMX CHEKMHOK, HaTyJl 3aHABECKU. A YTOJILHOW IEBOYKHU U CJIEH TIPO-
CTBUL

[Mpwxumasi k rpynu ozesino, MiBa MetHynach k okHy. Ho Bee, UTo OHa ycnesna pa3rnisgerh, — 310
TOHEHBKYIO IIETIOUKY CJIe/IOB Ha 3aCHEKEHHOM JTy)KallKke U TEMHYIO (PUTYPKY, YIQISABIIYIOCS B CTOPOHY
Bonbmoro Jleca.

WBa otnipsiHyna OT OKHa, JpoXka OT XoJofa 1 crpaxa. [1o 1oMy yxe cIbImaiics TOnoT U rojioca
— CKOpO B ee KoMHate codepyTcst Bee kuiblibl. OnHako MBa He qymara o TOM, 4TO OHA MM CKaKeT.
Bce mbicu b1 00 YTOJTBHOM JeBOYKE.

Kak e Tak: 6e3 onesxpl B 3uMHeM Jiecy? OHa ke 3aMep3HeT U MoruoHeT. .. [IpeBparutcs B
neapiiky. Ho mouemy-to MiBa Oblia yBepeHa, uto ¢ 9/moii JeBOUYKOW HUYEro MOAOOHOTO He CITyYHTCS.

U emie onHa MbICTbh OMIACh B TOJIOBE, KaK UCITyraHHAs MTUIA: KaK Obl TUKO 3TO HU 3ByYaJlo, HO
JIMIIO YTOJIBHOW IeBOYKH HanloMHUJIO MiBe ee cobcTBeHHOe Jn1io. CII0BHO OHA yBUjIea ce0s I1a3amMu
KOTr0-TO, KTO OY€Hb CHJIbHO €€ HEeHABUIMT.
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I'nmaBa 3

I'ostoca nTun

OXOTHUK TIPOCHYJICS 3a[I0JITO JI0 pacCBETa U OUTHIN Yac Jiekall, yCTaBUBIIUCH B TIOTOJIOK 3eM-
nsiuku. CHa He ObLIO HU B OIHOM TJ1a3y. [la M HOUBIO OH cHall MJI0XO — MPOCHINAICS KaxX/ble roryaca
Y TIOJIOJITY BOpOYaJIcsl ¢ OOKY Ha OOK, THXO 4epThixasicb. OOpbIBKM CHOB CMEIIAIUCh B TOJIOBE, TPH
BceM keslaHu OXOTHUK He CMOT Obl BCTIOMHUTb, UTO eéMy CHIJIOCh. HO 3TH CHBI OcTaBmIM Tocie ceOst
CTPaHHOE U TPEBOKHOE OILIYIIIEHUE: €CIM He MPEeIIyBCTBUE HABUTAIOIIEICs Oe/ibl, TO YTO-TO OYEHb
noxoxee. YTo-To cABUHYJIOCH B 3TOM MuUpe. OXOTHUK 4yBCTBOBAJ 3TO, KaK JIUKUE 3BEPU YYBCTBYIOT
MPUOTMKEHUE TPO3BL.

Kakas-To nTuiia Bcio HOUb pacreBaja MecHU B JI0KUHE 11aroB ot ero yoexuiia. Kpuk ee Obu1
MIPOH3UTENbHBIN U 3BOHKUN: «[Iuuy! [Tuuy!» C TakM 3ByKOM PACIUIABJIEHHOE OJIOBO KalaeT B XOJIO/I-
Hy10 Boy. M xoTst OXOTHUK ITPUBBIK He 0OpaIiaTh BHUMaHKS Ha T0JI0ca HOYHOT'O Jieca, Oy/Ib TO IIETOT
JePEBLEB, 3BOH KOMapbsl, TPECK CJIOMAaHHOM BETKM WIM JAJIEKWI BOTYUIA BOM, 3TA MECHS HE J1aBajia
eMy TOKOsI. UTO-TO B MPOH3UTENIBHBIX KPUKAX HOYHOM ITHIIBI 3aCTABJISUIO Cepiile OMThCS vale, a
€ro caMoro — B3JparuBaTh U MPUCITYILIABATHCS.

3emisiHKy OXOTHHK BBIPBLT Ha CKJIOHE HEOOJBITIOro xonma. [1o cytu, 310 Obuia OObIYHAS sIMa,
O[] KOPHAMU CKPIOUEHHOW COCHBI, OHOT'O U3 JIECHBIX NaTpUapXoB. OXOTHUK HE MOTPYAUIICS YKPBITh
KpBILLY JIATHUKOM, W TENEPb B AbIPaX MEXIY NEpervIeTeHHbIMUA KOPHSIMUA OH BHUJEJ CBETIEIIee
He0o. JIIoOoi apyroii yenoBek Ha3Basl Obl TO MeCTO OepiIoroil 1 ObUT OBl He JaJiek OT UCTHHBL. Eciu
XOPOILIEHbKO MOUCKATh B MOJACTUJIKE U3 MPEJIbIX JIUCTHEB U PbIKEW XBOU, TO MOKHO HAaWTH KJIOYbs
CBAJISIBLIETOCA MEJBEXbEro Mexa. [laxe BpeMs He CMOITIO BBIBETPUTh TEPIKMM MYCKYCHBIM 3ariax.
OXOTHUK MOT OBl X BBIKUHYTh, HO 3Ta OblJIa €TMHCTBEHHASI TAMSITh, KOTOPAsi OCTAJIACh OT €r0 5KEeHBI.
Toii, koTopyio MHOTO JieT Ha3aj youn [lepBo3Beps.

— [uuy! Iuuy! — BHOBB 3aKpryasia HOYHAs NTrUlia. CJIOBHO Ky[a-To 3BaJia.

OXOTHUK XJIONHYJ ce0sl 1Mo IeKe, pa3masaB MprcocaBiierocst komapa. Ho B KOHIle KOHIIOB He
BBIICPKAT M Cell, 3a/IEB MAKYILIKOW MOTOMOK 3eMJISTHKU. HaiiTu Obl 3Ty KPUKYHBIO [1a CBEPHYTH ei
1iero, yToObl HeroBagHo ObUT0! Ho oH ObuT OXOTHHKOM, a He YOWIiIeH, a 9T0 4TO-TO J1a 3HAYMIIO.
OH noTsHyJICcA, pa3MHUHAs 3aTEKIIMe MBIIILBL. ' pOMKO XpycTHYJ KocTsiMu. M BAPYT cXBatwui ¢ 3emMiiu
KOPSBYIO MAJIKY U C pa3Maxy IIBBIPHYJ B 3aPOCIIM MAJIMHBL, OTKYJa U JOHOCUJIMCh ITUYbU KPUKH.

— Korna ke 1ol 3aTKHebesA?! — [ poMkoe 3X0 3aMeTanock Mo npegyTPEeHHEMY JIECy.

N3 KycToB BCHOpXHY/A KEJNTO-3€JIeHass MTaxa C SpPKO-KPAaCHBIM XOXOJIKOM. MenbKHyna U
rcyessia B 3apoCisix.

— Tuuy?

Oxotnuk Bbipyraics. [Tpoknsaree! HyXHO Kak-TO M130aBUTHCS OT MEBYHBH WJIA O KPEMKOM CHE
npuaercs 3a0bITh. A €Clii MUYyra peliudT CBUTh THE30 PSAIOM € ero IoMoM... HepoBeH vac mnpu-
JeTCsI ICKaTh HOBOE MECTO JJTst Howtera, a OXOTHUK CIIMIIKOM JOPOXKKII cBoel Oeprioroit. CIMIKOM
MHOTO€ C Held ObLIIO CBSI3aHO.

OH 3apbuics MITEpHEN B CITyTaHHbIC YepHbIE BOJIOCH M JIEPHYJI ceOs 32 KocMbl. BocriomuHa-
Hus... CKOJIBKO UX OBUIO paHbllle, a cedyac MouTy He octayiock. OH ellle MOMHUJ 3arax, HO, Kak
HU CTapajicsi, He MOT' BCTIOMHHUTb, KaK ke 3ByJas ee rojoc. Kak maBHo 310 ObUIO. .. TOMBKO Bpems —
IJI0XO JieKapb. OHO JIMIIIb CTUPAET NaMsATh, HO HUYYTh HE JIEUUT PaHbl.

Tocka caBuiia cepille, U OH 3aCKpuIies 3y0amul OT Hotomeld 60, OXOTHUK Tak U He Hare
ceOe HOBYIO JKEHY, XOTsI ITPETEH/ICHTKU Bceria Obuti. Ho HUKTO He MOT CpaBHUTBCS C TOH, UTO yIILIA.
Bcero ogHo xapkoe sieto onu 0611 BMecTe. To camoe Jieto, koraa B bosnbinoii Jlec npuxonunu Yinen-
e 3Bepr. OXOTHUK KPUBO yCMeXHYics. Toraa Beb Toxke Iesia HOYHAs NTHLA, Mellaja criaTh, HO
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OHM C JKEHOHM O CHE U He JAyMalu... A MraoBeHue ciyctss OXOTHHK BBICKOUMII U3 OEpIIOTH U 3aMep
Ha nopore. buiTh 3TOr0 He MOXeT! Heyxenu. . .

3bIOKMI TYMaH CKOJIB3UJI MEX COCEH M eJiel, Tas Ha BeTpy. Bocxonsiiee comHIle OKpacuio
MaKyIIK{ JI€PEeBbEB JWJIOBBIM M PO30BBIM, M HEJOIIO OCTABAJIOCH 10 TOTO MIHOBEHHs, KaK OHU
BCIBIXHYT YMCTBIM 30J10TOM. Bosbiiasi coBa CKoJIb3HY/1a M€K TUTAHTCKUX CTBOJIOB, CIIEIA YKPBITHCS
OT HACTYMAIOIIETO AHS. 3BYKM HOUHM MOCTENIEHHO CTUXAJTN — OJJHU APTUCTHI YXOIUJIH CO CLIEHBI, YTOOBI
YCTYIIUTh MECTO JPYrMM. [ Jje-To B JIECHOM valre 3acTydas YepHbIU JsTes, OTOMBAasi HA4aJo HOBOM
JIECHON CUMPOHUH.

OXOTHMK IpUCTYyIIaJICs K YTPEHHEW NepeKIMUKe NTULl — 3[1€Ch, TaM, BCIOAY. .. YepHbIN 1po3[
pyrajicsi ¢ cepoii CIaBKOM, TTUINAIA Be3/IeCYIIe CUHUIIBI, YXHYJI JISCHOU rojryob, M 3aKapKajia BOPOHA.
W, He xenast OTCTaBaTh OT NTUYBETO KOHIIEPTA, IJIAKCHBO 3aTsBKaJIa Jucuia. Bee ObUIO Tak, Kak U
TI0J1araeTcsl, U B TO K€ BpeMs COBCeM He Tak. OXOTHHK BTSIHYJI HOCOM BO3/1yX, CHOBA Harpsr ciayx. U
HAKOHel| YJIOBII IAJIEKUH, €1Ba CIIBIIIHBIA TPyOHBIN 30B. CJIOBHO I7Ie-TO B Yallie OJieHb 3BaJl OJICHHXY.
Ho 310 GBI BOBCE HE peB OJIeHS.

OXOTHUK CTHCHYJI KYJIaKH TaK, YTO HOT'TH BOH3WJIMCH B OTPYOEBIIYIO KOXY. Yuteouue 36epu. ..
[To nmporecTBuM CTONBKUX JIET OHU BepHy/Mch. Komoune [lactyxu BHOBb NpHUBEIM CBOM CTaja B
Bonpioi Jlec.

OXOTHUK BepHYyJICcs B Oepiiory, HO JIMIIb 3aTeM, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh pyxkbe. Cepile cTydasno B
Ipyau, Kak MOJIOT 10 HakoBaJIbHEe. CriepBa OH HAMEpeBAJICS cpa3y ABUHYTHCS TyAA, OTKYAA JOHOCUTCS
peB. OHaKo, CIyCTUBLIMCH K MIOJHOXKUIO X0JIMa, ocTaHOBMIICA. Her, Tak fneso He noizer. .. Bosepa-
meHre Yieamux 3Bepei ObUIo BeMKUM coObiTHeM. KTo 3HaeT, Koraa OHO CITyYHTCS CIeAYIOIIUit
pa3? A pa3 Tak, HeJlb3s yIIyCKaTh TAKYI0 BO3MOXHOCTb.

W, nonoxus pyxbe Ha miedo, OXoTHUK 3ammarai K oMy Marymku Houn. [lycts ero kpecr-
HUIIA COBCEM elIle MaJIsSIBKa, BO YTO Obl TO HU CTAJIO OHA JIOJKHA 3TO YBUJIETh.
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OTIMYHBIN BBICTPEJ

— Bor 3apaza!

WBa oiikHysa, 0011M3a1a Nope3aHHblid Najel] v Mo MPUBBIUKE OMISIEsach: He CIIBIIIAI JIU KTO?
Ho o6omutock. [Tapouka TOIMMX YepHBIX Kyp UCKaJIa )KYKOB-YEPBSIKOB B CBEKEH TpaBe, a KpoMe HHX,
BO JIBOpE HUKOTO He ObL10. ECin, KOHEYHO, HE CUMTATh 4epnonoaoxo8, HO 3niu TOYHO HUKOMY HUYEro
He paccKakyT. OT HUX MOXHO OXUAAThH JTIOOOW MAaKOCTH, HO TOJIBKO HE ITOM.

JleBouka cujena Ha TIOPOXKKe KypsATHUKA W, TIPUKYCUB SI3bIK OT yCepIusl, YMHHUIA CTPely —
TOJICTOM HWTBHIO NIPUMAThIBAJa K APEBKY KaMEHHbI HakoHeYyHMK. OO0 HEro-to oHa W Mope3asach,
HecUJIbHO, HO OobHO. Ha camom nienie [ToBapuixa rociiana ee 3a BOAOU Ha KOJIOHKY, HO VBa permia,
yto Po3a npocrto xotena BHIpoBoAuTh ee ¢ KyxHu, 4ToObI IeBYOHKA HE BepTesiach MOJI HOTaMH, MOKa
OHa roToBUT. A TO Besib [loBaprxa Morma u nepemerumucsi, ¥ Torna npoodiaeM He odeperibesi. CeMb
JIeT — yXKe He TOT BO3pacT, KOrJja MOXHO CHPATAThCS 3a IUIMTOM, K TOMY ke VBa Oblia BBICOKOM
nIeBoukoi. Torei, HO BBICOKOM.

[Toromy MBa u He cnenmia Bo3Bpaiarbcsi Ha KyxHio, a jecTsHble Bepa CTOsUIU IycThie. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Yy Hee XBaTaJjo el U Bo JBope. Halo mounHUTh CTpesbl, MOYNPaKHATHCS B CTPESbOe,
na masio Jim erre dyero? A Ha KyxHe BOIBI M TaK JOCTATOUHO — OOJBIION OaK ObLT HAMOJTHEH MOYTH
HAIOJIOBUHY.

WBa obnu3ana nope3aHHbIi Najell, a 3aTeM IIeJKHY/Ia HOI'TEM M0 HAKOHEUHHKY, OyIITO X0oTea
ero Haka3aTb. MaJIeHbKUIA U TPEYTroJIbHBIN, CAEJAHHBIN U3 TIECOUHO-KENTOro KamHs. Kpas ckonotsl
XATPOYMHBIM 00pa3oM, TaK 4TO OJHOBPEMEHHO ObLIM M 3a3yOpEeHHBIMH M OCTPHIMU Kak OpUTBA.
Ecnm obparatbesi ¢ HUIM HEOCTOPOXKHO, TO MOPe3aThCcs Jierde JIerKoro — ypokK, Kotopbiid ViBa ycBousa
OBICTPO, XOTS ¥ ITPOJOJIKAJIA MHOT/IA CIIOTHIKAThCSI.

OXOTHUK MOJApHJI i1l HAKOHEUHUKH Ha Ce/IbMOM JIeHb pOXeHHs. POBHO ceMb IITYK, MOXOKUX
Y HENOXOXXUX JIPYr Ha Jpyra, Kak Omussenpl. O syuieM rnojapke ot KpectHoro MBa He mMorna u
MeuTaTh. M eso ObUTo HE B CaMHMX HAKOHEYHHWKAX, a B TOM, YTO, [0 CYTH, 3TO ObLJIO NMPU3HAHUEM
TOT'O, YTO OHA CTajia B3pocioi. U eit MOXKHO UMETh Hacmosiuee opyxue. A pa3 Tak, paccyxkaana Usa,
HEJI0JITO OCTaBaJIOCh U IO TOrO MOMEHTA, KOTr/ia € MO3BOJIAT BhITU 3a orpany B bombion Jlec. On
y’e JIaBHO 3BaJl €€ — KaK/1yl0 HOUb, ILIEJIECTOM BETBEH U KPUKaMH HOYHBIX MTHUL.

OXOTHHK He CTaJl IPUKPYyYMBaTh HAKOHEUHUKH K CTpesIaM, CKa3aB, YTO OHa JIOJKHA cHeJiaTh
910 cama. OH J1axke He CTall OOBSICHATH, KaK 3TO MPAaBUIILHO JesaeTcs. Botr VBa u yuniach MeTogom
po0 1 omKMOOK, TIPaB/Ia, MOKa elle MOTyYasloch TIOXO.

VBa nprMaThiBaia HAKOHEUHUKY IEPCTSHON HUTHIO U3 KITyOKa, KOTOPHIH ei 1ana Martymka.
A mopoGHOe KperuieHue 15l CTpesl He ronuiock. Huth To 1 1eno pBanachk B pyKax, v paboTy MpHxo-
JWJIOCh HAUMHAThH CHavYaula. A €cJ eil Bce-TakM y/1aBaJloCh 3aKPENUTh HAKOHEUHUK, TO JEPXKajCs OH
BCETO JIBa-TPH BBICTpeEa, TIOce ke pazdanteiBaiics. Takue cTpensl — oHO HakazaHue. OHU U JieTeH
KPHUBO, U B MUIIIEHb HE BTBIKATUCh. OTCKAKMBAIM OT Hee, KaK MSIYMKU OT CTeHbl. TONKy, 4TO OHa
rornajana B ss0J04Ko?

MBa motsaHyach M r1yOOKO 3eBHYJIA, KaK KOIIKA Ha CONHIIENeKe. XOTs, KOHEUHO, HUKAKOTO
coJHIIenieKka Bo ABope y Marymiku Houun 1 6biTh He MoIJ10. [JHEBHOE CBETHUJIO JABHO MOTHSIOCH HAJl
Bosnpimm Jlecom, HO crofia OHO 3aruisi/IbIBaTh HE CIEIINJIO, OCTABUB JBOP HA OTKYI MSTKMM CyMepKaM
1 ryookuM TeHsM. U kak mopo3peBasia MBa, A€o ObLIO He TOJNBKO B TPAHUTHOMW CKaje, PSIOM C
KOTOPOH CTOs1T oM. TeHb OT CKaJIbl — caMoe MPOCTOe, HO JAJIEKO He eJMHCTBEHHOE OObsSICHEHNE.

Mumo nporiecTBoBajga Kypula, 03a1adeHHO KOCSICh Ha J1eBOuYKy. CJIOBHO HMKaK He MoIa
MOHATh, IOYEMY Ta HE UILET YEpPBSIKOB BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU. VIBa JIEeHMBO MaxHyJla Ha Hee PyKou
Y CHOBA 3aHsUIach cTpesioi. [IpuxBaTuB KOHEI HUTH 3y0amMH M HAMOTaB Ha MaJiell IBe MeT/IH, OHa
3aTsiHYJIa TPOMHOM Y3€J1 — CaMblil KPETIKUiA, KOTOPbIN 3HajIa. 3aTeM BBITSHYJIA PYKY U 3aKpblia OAUH
I71a3, OCMaTpHBasi CBOIO padoty. U TyT ke, He ynepKaBIIKCh, TOKHYJA si3sIKoM. Hy BOT, ONAITh. . .
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Ha nepBeiil B3m1s1 cTpena BbIIsgeaa Kak HaJlo, HO €CJIM CMOTPETh Ha CBET, CTAHOBMJIOCH
BUHO, YTO MPOJOJIbHAS OCh HAKOHEYHMKA HE COBIAJAET C ApeBKOM. OTKJIOHMIACh HA TOJHOITS.
CuIbHO MOBE3ET, €CIIM TaKasi CTpesia BOH3UTCS XOTsI Obl B 3eMITIO, U TIO-XOPOLIeMY TaKylo paboTy Hal0
niepezensiBath. Ho BMecTo aToro VBa Bckounia Ha HOTH U MOAHSIA JIyK. XOTb KAKOH-TO BBICTPEJ y
Hee JIOJIKEH MOIy4YUThCs?

MuieHblo el CITYXKHJI XOJIIIOBBI MEIIOK, HAOUTBIA CyXOW TpaBOM, JIUCTHSIMU M COJIOMOM.
Vrnem VBa HaprcoBaia Ha HEM HEUTO, YTO C HATSKKOM MOXKHO ObLIIO Ha3BaTh KOHIIEHTPUYECKUMU
kpyramu. Ho ecim cMoTpeTs n3aaneka, OoH OoJbllle TIOXOIWIM Ha MUHAAJIEBUIHON (POPMBI I71a3 C
BEPTUKAJIBHBIM 3paykoM. BripoueM, oHO U K jyuiiemMy: VBa He comHeBaiack, uto B bonbiiom Jlecy
MOIOOHBIX I71a3 TIPEIOCTaTOYHO, @ BOT HACUET KOHIIEHTPHUYECKUX KPYrOB OHA He OblIa yBepeHa.

[locTaBuB MuIIeHb psAAOM C KOJIOHKOM, MBa ortomuia k orpane. Crpena jieria Ha TETUBY.
WBa cnerka HatsiHyna ee, 3aTeM MPUILypHJIa OfIMH IJ1a3, IPULEIUBAsACh U IPUKUIBIBAsI PACCTOSIHUE.
Hy:xHo elnie cnenars monpaBKy Ha BETep — KPECTHBIN TOBOPHJI e 00 3TOM, HO 3Ty HayKy VBa noka He
ocBowsa. [1a3 Ha MMILIEHN CMOTpEIT Ha Hee UyTh JIM HE C €XUJICTBOM, CJIOBHO NOIHAYMBAsI — ITOTIPO-
Oyii monaau! MBa riry0OKO BAOXHYJIA M HATSHYJIA TETUBY 10 caMoro yxa. CTpensaTh Ha TPeTUl yaap
cepaua: pas, 1Ba, TpH...

Terua 3a3Benena. Ho eire 10 Toro, Kak crpesa copBajiach, MEIIOK-MUIIIEHb 3aBaTUIICS HAOOK.
Crpena npoHecsiach HaJl HAM, ylapuiach O CTeHY KypsATHUKA M OTCKOUYMJIA, TIeperyraB u 6e3 Toro
HEpBHBIX KyP.

WBa 4yTh He 3a10XHY/1aCh OT BO3MYILIEHUS.

— Ax BBl MajieHbkHe Mep3aBunku! Jla uto6 Bac!

VBa 1 B MBICIISIX HE AOIyCKala TOTO, YTO MUINIEHD yIajia caMa 1o cede. YK oHa TOYHO 3HaJa,
YbUX 3TO PyK Aeno. Yepmonosoxu! T'ajkue ManeHbKue BpEIUTENIM, KOTOPBIE KWJIM BO JBOpE Y
Marymku Houn. ViBa HUKOTAa X HE BHJENA, pa3Be YTO MEJIbKOM, HO, €CJIA Thl Yer0-TO He BUIUIIIb,
3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO ITOTO HET.

B cymiectBoBannu yeprornonoxoB VBa HU kamnenbky He coMHeBasack. OCOOEHHO MOCIie TOro,
KAaK IPOILLIbIM JIETOM OHA YCHYJIa BO JBOPE, a ITU I'AJICHBIIIN BILIEJH CTOJIbKO PETILEB U KOJIIOYEK €1l B
BOJIOCHI, UTO MPHUIIIOCh UX 00pe3aTh. UepToroIoXy TaCKaIu ee CTpelibl U SIfa y Kyp, UM HUYero He
CTOMJIO OTIPOKMHYTh OMIOH C MOJIOKOM, Korja VBa nowsa Ko3y, i 3a0UTh KOJIOHKY CyXOW TPaBOi.
A yX NOZACTaBUTH MOAHOXKKY, KOrJja J€BOYKa C MOJIHBIM BEAPOM CHENIMa K JIOMYy, TakK U BOBCE —
muioe zieno. Cmpicia B MOZOOHBIX BBHIXOAKAX HE OBUIO HMKAKOTO. DTO ObLIO BPEAUTEILCTBO Pau
BpenutenbeTBa. CIIOBHO /TSI HUX He ObUIO OOJBINEH pajIoCTH, YeM BHIBOIUTH ee 13 ceOsl.

WBa yxe 1 He NOMHMIIA, CKOJILKO MAaKOCTE OHU €l CleJlayid, a BOT OTBETUTh UM TEM KeE He
NoJty4dasnoch. ENMHCTBEHHbI BApUaHT, KOTOPBIM BEPTEJICS B TOJI0BE, — JOT/IA BbLKEUb BCIO TPAaBY BO
nsope. Ho Marymika He ono0Opsiia nogoOHbIX MeTonoB. Beskuil pas, korga MBa mpuberana K Heit
’KaJIOBaThCsI, OHA JIUIIIb YJIbIOATAch U YTO-TO TOBOPUJIA TIPO AETCKUE IanocTu. B koHIe koHIoB VBa
MPOCTO TepecTana OECIIOKOUTH €€ 10 STOMY MOBOY.

BuumarensHo cmoTpst on Horu, VBa 3amarana k ynasiiei crpene. Ho He ycnena cnenats u
apsl 11aroB, KaK 3a COMHOM MOCIbIIIAJICS 3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC:

— OTMuHbI BHICTpEI1, BOPOHEHOK. Ho Bce paBHO elle crenmib.

— Kpecrnpiit! — kprukHyna MBa, obopaunBasicb. OT pagocTH cepiiie NOICKOYMIIO B TPYAH.

OXOTHMK CTOS1J B I1ape 11aros OT Orpajbl, ONMPasch 0 pyxkbe. Pelerka ele He ycrena 3apactu
TUTIOIIOM, TaK YTO ero ObUIO OTIMYHO BUAHO. TeM He MeHee 3aMeTHsIa OHa ero TOJIBKO ceilvac, XOTs
HaBEpHsIKa OH JAaBHO 3a Hell HaOmonait. OT atoro VBa pa3o3nuiiack — criepBa Ha KPeCTHOTO, 3aTeM Ha
ce0s1. 1o Ha0 OBLIO TaK orpocToBoIOCcUThes! Tereps oxos B Bosbiioit Jlec HaBepHSIKA OTIIOKUTCS.
KpecTHbliii roBOpHII, 4TO BO3BMET €€ ¢ cOO0M, Koraa oHa OyIeT TOTOBa, a O KAKOW TOTOBHOCTH MOXET
WATU pedb, €CJIU €€ TaK JIETKO MOJIOBUTh?

— Yero KpuBHILILCS, BOPOHEHOK? — OXOTHUK YXMBUIBHYJICS, CJIOBHO MPOYUTAI €€ MbICIU. —
T'otoBs siyuriie crpensl. Cerogusi Mel uaeM B bosbinoit Jlec.
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A MUHYTY CITycTs U3 JIoMa JIoHeccsl 03aaueHHsIi rojoc [Jooposnoi [Toapuxu:
— WBa, yepToBKa ThI 3TaKasi, 4yero pazBuzxaiachk? Thl puHecna BOIbI?

56



. I'. Konopgan. «Jdom Houm»

Tpu npaBuJa

— Cnymaii BHUMaTesibHO U 3aroMuHai. [ToBTopsATh He Oymy. — OXOTHHK TOJIOKWI JIAJOHH,
OrpPOMHBIE, KaK MeJIBEXKbH JIallbl, Ha 1y1eun VBBl 1 npucen Ha KopTouku. M Bce paBHO JeBOYKe IpU-
IJIOCh 33paTh TOJIOBY, YTOOBI 3arIsTHYTh €My B I71a3a. — Mbl uaem B Bosbimoit Jlec, 1 910 yxke He
urpa. Tyt Bce cepbe3Ho.

WBa kuBHyna, yyTh O0Jee pa3apaxeHHo, yeM cliefoBaio. OXOTHUK HEJOBOJIBHO HAXMYPHIICS.
Ho 4ro ona morna nonenats? Eil yke Bce yIIM MPOXKYXKaJIA ITUM «OUeHb CEPhE3HO» — CIIEpBa
Marymika, 3atem [loBapuxa, u naxe goktop CUkoOpckuil He octajics B cropoHe. CTOMIIO KOMY-TO
y3HaTh, UTO OHa cooupaetcs B bonbioii Jlec, Kak OH TYT ke HAYMHAIT IPUYUTATh, XBATATHCS 3 TOJIOBY
Y paccKasblBaTh, KaK TaM OMacHo. ByaTo oHa Oblia TakoM IITyTIOMH, YTO He MOTJIa IIOHSTH BCE C TIEPBOTO
paza. A Ternepb K 3TOM KOMIIAaHUM [TPUCOEAUHUIICS €Ille U KPECTHBIN.

WBa 3mitack BOBce He M3-3a caMuX npenyrpeskaeHnid. CKOJBbKO OHa ceOsl TOMHUIIA, €l TBEep-
AU 00 OMACHOCTSIX, KOTOPBIE TIOICTePEralnT MajJeHbKYI0 IeBOUYKY B bombiiom Jlecy. Mo, BokH,
MeBeIH U Kyzia 6osiee XKyTKUe TBApH TOJIbKO U XKIYT, KOrJja OHA TIPUJIET K HUM Ha o0e[1. VBa crbliana
00 9TOM TaK 4acTo, 4TO TMOUTH IepecTayia MPUHUMATh 9TH clioBa Beepbe3. Kyna Gonblie pazapaxkan
ToH. Bynro Bee: Marymika, [ToBapuxa, CUKOPCKUI1 — HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAJIUCh B TOM, UYTO CTOUT
el BBITH 32 BOPOTa, ¥ C HEW HEMIPEMEHHO CIIYYMTCSl YTO-TO IJIOXOE.

— Iloatomy, — npopomkua OXOTHUK, — Thl IOJKHA 3aIlIOMHUTH TPU BaKHBIX IpaBUJIA.

— Ha, s 31a10. BeicTpo Oerath, — 3aTapatopuia MBa, 3arudasi nmajiblipl, — He 3eBaTh, U...

— BoBce HeT, — 0OCTaHOBWJI €€ KPECTHBIN. — DTO XOPOIITHEe MPaBUIA, U OHU TeOe eIlle MPUTOISATCS.
Ho He B 10T pa3. A noka 3arioMHHU IIpaBUJIO HOMEP OIMH: OT MeHs HM Ha miar. Kyna 4, Tyna u Tbl,
Onvke yem TeHb. Bece Tpu IHS Tl Oyeib XOAUTh 32 MHOM KaK MpUKJIeeHHas.

— A ecnu 51 3axouy B TyasieT? — HaxMypusachk MBa.

— Hu Ha mar, yero Obl THI HY 3ax0Tena, — ckazan OxoTHUK. — Eciu BApyT noTepsienis MeHs 13
BUJLY, CTOU Ha MecTe U Ju. Hu B KoeM cityyae He cXOau ¢ TPOoIibl. Yceksia?

— Ara, — kuBHyna MBa. — OT TeOs1 HM Ha IIar ¥ He CXOIUTD C TPOIIBI.

[Ipo cedst oHa mogyMasa, 9To HUKAKOM OXOThI HE TIOMYUYHTCS, €CJTM XOOUTh TOJBKO IO TPOIam
Ja ewie U 3a pydky. Ho penmia npomonyars: ceiiyac He BpeMsi ciopuTh ¢ OXOTHUKOM, a TO BAPYT
OH TIepelyMaeT U OCTaBUT ee oMa?

— Mornopetr, — MOXBaJIWII ICBOYKY KpecTHbIN. — Tereps npaBuiio Homep aBa. Exy 6epenb u3
MOUX PYK. YBUIUIIIb SITO/bI — HE TPOTrai UX, celyac He BpeMsl AJ1s Arof]. 3axoueTcs MUTh U YBUIUIIIb
YHCTHIN pydeit — 6e3 MeHsI Thl He C/IeNaellb U IIoTKa. FcHo?

— Eme kak, — orBeriiia MBa. DT0 mpaBUIIO HE BHIIISIIENO CIOKHBIM, OCOOEHHO TOCTIe CBITHOTO
obena, KoTopsIM HakopMuJIa ee [ToBapuxa, Tak YTO U BO3paKeHHUI HE BBI3BAIO.

— U Tpetbe npaBuio, — ckazasn OXoTHUK. — Eciu uTo-TO 3aMeTuIb, Kpuuu. Yok 3TO Thl yMeellb.
He rapaii o Tom, momepermmiock Tede wim Het. He mbiTaiicst uto-to caenats. [Ipocto kpuun. C 3tum
MOHATHO?

— KoneuHo noHsTHO, s *e He rymnas! — Bbimamwia MBa. M mycth oHa Toro He xoresa, HO B
roJioce Mpo3ByYaId OOMKEHHBIE HOTKH.

— 41 u He roBOPIO, UTO THI INTynas, — cepbe3HO ckazan OxotHuk. — Ho Jlec nykaB. Emy Huuero
HE CTOUT OOMaHyTh JaXe TAKyl0 COOOPa3UTEBHYIO JIEBOUKY.

OH 11IeJIKHYJI €€ 110 HOCY.

— OH 1 MeHs JIETKO OOMaHeT.

WBa tpsaxHyna yenkoil, orcrpanssack. K uemy st gerckue pasroBopsi? Tonbko BpeMs TepSIOT,
a JaBHO yxe Moriu ObiTh B Jlecy. Komuan MoTHysCs U xJorHya ee no cnivHe. [lokayaB rosnoBoid,
KPECTHBIN MOTYKE 3aTsAHYJI 3aIUIEYHBIN PEMEHb.
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— A Ha Koro MbI OyzieM OXOTHThCs? — cripocriia MiBa. Bornpoc gaBHO BepTelics y Hee Ha s3bIKe,
HO M3-32 BCEX HACTaBJICHUH U OOBSCHEHUI HUKAK HE MOTyJYasloch €ro 3a1aTh.

— PasBe s roBopu, uto Mbl Oynem oxoTuthesi? — ['ycrbie OpoBu OXOTHMKA TPUITOAHSITHCH.

— Her, Ho... Mbl ke ugem B Jlec, BOT g 1 nogymadia. ..

— He B 310T pa3, BopoHeHOK. MBI H/ieM MOTOMY, UYTO s XOuy TeOe KOe-4TO MOKa3aTh.

— Tonbko nokasars? — VIBa He cTajla CKpbIBaTh pa304apoBaHusl. PyKu OMyCTHIIUCS.

KpecTHblii IIUPOKO YABIOHYJICS.

— IToBeps, 3TOrO HOJNIEE YEM JIOCTATOUHO.

— Ho kak xe... § rotoBuIace, yamsiacb CTpessTh. ..

— TBost OxoTa HUKYya He JeHeTcs, — cka3asl OXOoTHUK. — Thl, IJIaBHOE, HE CIIellN, U BCe MPUIET
B CBOH CpOK.

OH xoTen J0O6aBUTh YTO-TO ellie, HO nepeayMail. BompsamuBimics, OXOTHHUK HOIOIIEN K Orpae
Y TOJIKHYJI CTBOPKY BOPOT. OTKPBUIUCH OHU C MPOTSKHBIM CKPUIIOM.

— Hy, rotoBa?

WBa xuBHya, He ciyckas IJ1a3 ¢ 3eJ1eHo-KpacHo cteHsl bonbioro Jleca. Jlec xpain... Knoan
MMEHHO ee. VBa BIpyr MOYyBCTBOBAJIA TO TaK OTYETIIMBO, YTO MYPAILIKU 3a0erajy 1o Telxy W OHa
MOJEPHYJIA IIJIeYaMHU.

— Torna B myTh, BOpoHEHOK. 1 MOMHYM IIpaBMIIO HOMEpP OIMH — OT MEHS HU Ha I1Iar.

OXOTHMK HIarHy’1 3a orpaay. VMBa Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aMellIKajlach, U MPUILIOCh JOTOHATh €r0
noutu Oerom. Tak, 630 BCSKOM TOP/KECTBEHHOCTH M Jjake HECKOJIBKO CYeTJIMBO, VBa BriepBbie B
’KM3HU BBIIILIA 32 BOPOTA.

[laroB yepe3 ABadLaTh OHA Bce ke OOepHYyaach. M mouemy-To JOM MOKazajcs el COBCEM
MaJICHbKUM, TIOYTHU WTPYIIEYHBIM — KpOIleyHasi OaleHka Ha (pOHe OrpOMHONM T'PAaHUTHOM CKAaJbl.
PixaBbiii ¢pmiorep nokaumBaJiCsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a I0J] CaMOM KPBIILIEH CBETUJIOCH KEIThIM
CBETOM KpyIJioe OKOIIKO. M XOTs1 HUKOro He ObUI0 BUAHO, MBa MoOHsIa, 4TO ceidvac BCe JKUJIBIII
J0Ma, JJaKe uepmononoxu, CMOTpAT e Bcie. He ynepxasinuce, OHa moMaxajia UM pyKOM.

MrHoBeHMe ciycTs JBepb AOMa OTKPBLIACh U Ha KpbUIbLO BbiLIa Marymka Houn. Jonryio
MHUHYTY OHa IPOCTO CTOslJIa, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPyAM, HO 3aTeM BCE K€ [IOMaxaja B OTBET.
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KoJarwunit nacryx

[TocneBarp 3a OXOTHMKOM OKa3aJloch HEMPOCTO. JIErko cka3aTh — OT MEHS HU Ha 1ar, HO 4To
JenaTh, €CIM Ha KaxIblid mar kpectHoro VBe mpuxonuiock Aenath Ba, a TO U Tpu cBoux? OHa
HE CTOJIBKO 1111, CKOJIbKO OeXasla KOPOTKUMH TepedexKaMu. A MOJOOHBIH crioco0 MepeaBrKeHNU s
MOpAKOM yroMmiigeT. Yaca He IpoIuIo, Kak OHU NOKUHYJIM oM Maryiiku Houwn, a MBa yxe gpiaia,
Kak 3arbixaBinasics codaka. Ho xyxe Bcero 0puti komapsl. OHn HaOpocuiuch Ha VIBY, CTOMIIO TOJIBKO
cTynuTh 1of, ceHb bombimoro Jleca. Ilenas Tyda, u Kycamuch oHu 6ombpHO. [TogoOHON TMakocT OT
Bosnpioro Jleca ona He oxupana. Eil Tak MHOTO pacckasblBaIv PO YyAOBHIL U XUIIHBIX 3BEpeil, HO
MOYEMY-TO HUKTO M CIIOBOM HE OOMOJIBUJICS O TOM, UTO Ha CAMOM JieJIe €€ 3aKMBO ChesAT KOMAaphl.
A ellie CJIeTTHU — MITYK MATh KPYIHBIX KYyOKaIlMX MyX BUJIMCh 3a CIIMHOM, U MBa efiBa ycnesania ot
HUX OTMaXUBaThCSl.

C Toro MomeHTa, Kak oH Boluiy B Bosnbioit Jlec, OxoTHUK He MpOpoHWI HU cioBa. OHU UK
IO Y3KOH TPOMHHKE, METISBIIEH MEX MIIUCTBIX CTBOJIOB TUTAHTCKUX €JIel U e/IBa Pa3InIMMON TOj
omnagsiiei XxBoeu. JIUCThsI ManopoTHUKA-OPJISIKa KJIOHWIKCH K caMoil gopore. KpectHoMy Xoporrio —
MaropoOTHUK JOCTaBaJl €My JIMIIb JI0 KOJIeHa, a BOT MBa mpoOupanack yepe3 Hacrosirylo vyamty. Ho
Kak Obl OHA HU YcTaJia, Kak Obl TPYAHO €/ HU IPUXOIUIIOCh, OHA He XkajloBajiach. MIBa moHumara, uro,
€CJI OHAa HAYHET HBITh, B clieqylomuil pa3 OXOTHUK MOXKET U He B3ATh ee ¢ codoi. Mmm Toro xysxke —
OHU pa3BEepHYyTCs U MONIYT Ha3al. [la OHa CrOpUT OT CThIIA, €CIIM TaKOe CIIy4uTCs!

CornHile ¢ TpyIoM MPOOUBATIOCH CKBO3b CIUICTEHHE BETBEH, PACKPACUB JIECHOU CYMpaK 3eJIeHO-
BaTHIMM 1 30JI0THIMHU TOJIOCAMU. B Jiecy maxJjio cbipoii 3eMJyield 1 MOKPBIMH JIMCThSIMH. 3araxu ObUd
TaKUMHU IJIOTHBIMH, YTO IOPOH BO3yX MPUXOAWIOCH IMIOTATh ¢ yeuareM. OT 3TUX apoMaToB rojioBa
IUIa KPyTroM; a ellle OHa KPYyKWIach OT COTEH HOBBIX 3BYKOB M HOBBIX Kpacok. Bce 31ech okazanoch
spye, KHUBEe U TpoMue, 4yeM B jome y Maryiiku Houn — napcTBe BeUHBIX TEHEN M MATKUX MOy TOHOB.
W 310 mpstH0. ViBa HY pasy B JKM3HU He MPOOOBaia BUHA, HO OHA PO HEro YuTasa M Mojo3penaa,
YTO YyBCTBYET ceOsl TaK, CIOBHO BBINMJIA Mapy OOJBIIMX OOKAJIOB.

3a3eBaBLuKch, VBa 3amHysach O BBINMPABLIMI U3 3€MJIM KOPEHb U UyTh HE MOJIETENa HOCOM
BHU3, €/IBa HE PacChIllaB CTpesibl. DTOro elne He xBarano! OHa ObICTPO MOCMOTpesIa Ha KPECTHOTO —
He 3ameTiy1 n? Ho TOT misigen npsiMo Brepe, BRICMaTpUBasi UTo-TO B TITyOuHe sieca. MiBa mmbIrHya
HOCOM U TONPaBWJIA KOTYaH.

— Ycrai, BopoHeHOK ? — cripocuit OXOTHUK.

WBa nomxkana ry0sl. Ycrajia oHa, KOHEYHO, KYTKO, HO MTPU3HABATHCS B 9TOM HE COOMpaIach.
Hy yx nynku!

— A s BOT npuTOMMICS, — B310XHYJ1 OX0THUK. OH MpoBe pyKoii 1o JIOy, BHITUpPast OT, KOTO-
poro He Ob110. — MOXKeT, YCTPOrM HeOOJBIION TpUBaI?

He noxunasice oTBeTa, OH CBEpHYJ K BBICOUEHHOM COCHE. BHYTpH IIMPOKOTO CTBOJA JIETKO ObI
YMECTUJICS IOM Ha HECKOJIBKO KOMHAT. BEeTBM jke HauMHaJIMCh HA TAKOH BBICOTE, YTO U HE Pa3IIseTh.
OXOTHUK OCTAaHOBWJICS B JIO)KOMHKE MEK KOPHEH U MOTSIHYJICS — OOJIbIIe [T BUA, YTOOBI TOKA3aTh,
KaK OH sIKOOBI ycTas. [IpucioHun pyxbe K CTBOJY JepeBa.

— Hy, vero xpemib?

Crotsikasics yepe3s mar, MlBa nocnemmia 3a KpecTHbIM.

— IIpucaxwupaiicsi. — OXOTHUK MaxHyJ pykou. — Ml cHumu O0THHKH. [lail Horam nepeaoxHyTh.

VYroBapuBath MBy He mpunuiock. OHa crammia OOTUHKM U, BHITSHYB HOTH, YCTPOWJIACh Ha
MSATKOM KOBpe U3 omnabiiell XBou. OXOTHUK OCTaJICs CTOATh. VI3 TiIyOUH OfesK/Ibl OH JOCTAN KUCET U
TpYOKY, BBIPE3aHHYIO M3 TEMHOT'O JIepeBa, U PUHSIICS ee HaOuBaTh, MPUMUHAS Ta0aK HOI'TeEM OOJTb-
II0T0 Tajbia. TOMbKO 3aKOHYMB C 9TUM JIEJIOM U 3aKYPHUB, OH MO3BOJIWI cede nprcecTb. boponatoe
JIMII0 HA MIHOBEHME CKPBUIOCH 3a 00nakoM ApiMa. MBa mpuHIoxanach. 3anax tabdaka HATOMHUJI e
apoMarhl Jieca — TaKOM K€ 3araJJOYHbIi, BOJIHYIOIUI U TEPIKUI.
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CrpaBa pbDKHM KYTIOJIOM BO3BBIIIAJICS OOJIBIION MypaBelHHK. TeMHO-KpacHbIe MypaBbH MOJI-
3aJIM TIOBCIONly — UX PYYEWKM TEKJIM BBEPX M BHM3 IO cTBONY cocHbl. He ycniena MBa ycrpouTsbes, a
TIOJITIOKMHBI MYPaBbeB Yike 3a0pasiuch el Ha HOTY U CYeTIMBO 3a0eraiiu, MbiTasiCh MOHSTD, T OHU
OUYTHJIUCh M MOXHO JI YTAIIUTh 3TO K cede qomoil. Harnysimmce, MiBa mogyna Ha HUX, HO MypaBbU
TaK KPerKo LEIUISUIUCh 3a Hee JIalKaMHU, 4TO, IOXO0XKe, U He 3aMETWJIM HayaBILIerocsl yparaHa.

— Hawm eme nonro uaru? — cripocuiia 1€BOYKa, NEPeBO/sl B3MJIsA] Ha KPECTHOTO.

Tor noxan reyamu:

— He ouens. K Beuepy nobepemcst 10 OMHOTO MecCTa, IJie OCTaHOBUMCS Ha Houwier. M eciu
BBIIJIEM C PAaCCBETOM, TO K MONYAHIO Oy/leM Ha MecTe.

— O... — npotsinyna Mga. Ilo ee Mepkam, myTh npeacTosi1 Heonmm3kuid. K Tomy MOMeHTy, Kak
OHM J0OepyTCs, y Hee yKe OTBAISTCS HOTH. .. OHa copBajia AJMHHYIO TPAaBUHKY U MOTSHYJIA B POT.

B T0 e MrHoBeHHe UTO-TO yIapuIIo ee o pyKe, 1a TaK, uto VBa BcKkpukHyna ot 6oiu. JlanoHb
CJIOBHO 00O0XKTJIO0 orHeM. OXOTHHK CTOSUT PSJIOM, OJIHUM ITPbDKKOM MTPEOIoJIeB pas/essaBIlee uxX pac-
CTOSIHHE.

— Ait! — UBa 3axHbIkasa. — 3a 4ro?

— IIpaBuio HOMep /iBa, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3ajl KpecTHbId. — [ToBTOpU.

— bBpatp eny u3 tBoMX pyk, — makcuBo orBeTwia MBa, kadass kuctb. OXOTHUK yaapuil ee
HECWJIBHO, 110 CBOUM MepKaMm, HO pyKa y Hero Obuia Tspkenasi. — Ho 31o ke He ena! Henbss mpocto
MOXkEBaTh TPABUHKY ?

— Henpb3s taumts B pot Bee noapsia. [ToxeBasa Obl THI TPAaBUHKY, a TOTOM ObI My4asiach KUBO-
TOM U TIpOCHUJIeNa TP HS B KycTax. Tak Mbl HUKyIa He 1oOepeMcs.

MBa mocMoTpena Ha HEro UCTOAJIOObs. YTeIano JUIb OOHO — CyAs Mo ToHy, OXOTHUK He
3muiicst. OH BEpHYJICSl Ha CBOE MECTO U 3aITbIXTeN TPYOKOM.

— A kyaa Mbl ugem? — cpocuia ViBa, HemHoro ycrniokouslmcsk. OHa yke pa3 JecsThb 3a/1aBaja
3TOT BOIPOC, HO MOJTydasia JIUIIb YKIOHYKMBbIE OTBETH. Bripouem, ynpsiMcTBa eii ObUIO He 3aHUMATh
— JIeCSITh pa3 He BBIILIO, TAK, MOXKET, HA OIMHHAIATHIA MTOTYYUTCS ?

OXOTHUK (DbIPKHYI:

— 51 xe Tebe roBopui1 — motepnu HemHoro. [Ipugem Ha MecTo, ¥ ThI camMa BCE YBU/IUIIIb.

— Tepners — cky4HO, — B310XHYJ1a VBa.

— 3aro TeprieHue Bceria BO3HArpaxJaeTcsi CTOpUILIeH, — rmosxai redamu OxoTtHuk. — B Bosb-
oM Jlecy Hy:kHO ymeTh kJath. Buauiie To nepesiie?

OH yKa3zaj Ha COCEHKY, BBICOTOH JIEBOUKE 1O TMOSIC.

— 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO eMy ellle kJ1aTh, TPeskie YeM OHO 3aiiMeT MECTO 3TOro BejimkaHa? — Oxot-
HUK TIOCTy4aJl IO KOPHIO, Ha KOTOPOM CUJEN. — JIeTH TBOMX JIeTell U Te 3TOro He YBUJAT. A €Clli OHO
cpa3y BbIMaxaeT JI0 TAKUX BBICOT, 00a iepeBa MOruOHyT. MIX KOpHSAM HE XBAaTUT BOJbI.

— Ho s xe ne nepeBo! — BosmyTuiiace VBa.

OXOTHUK XPUILJIO PACCMESLICS.

— 310 y& TouHO! — OH IITyOOKO 3aTSHYJICS U BBIIOXHYI IbIM BBepX. Has ero rosoBo pacrasiio
MaJjieHbKoe oOauko. — Hy uto, nepegoxuyna? Toraa nmonui aajblie.

WBa 3axyonana pecuuuamu. Eil ka3zanock, oHa Tojbko mnpucesna. OHa U AbIXaHUE He ycriena
niepesectu. Ho kpecTHOMY BujiHEe.

He ycnena ona nopHATbCS Ha HOTU, Kak OXOTHUK BIPYT 3aMep, OAHSB PYKY.

— CTOii. .. — IIenHy/I OH OHUMHU TyOamu, 1 VIBa TyT ke 3acThlja.

OXOTHHMK HECJIBIIIHO NOIHSI pykbe. OH BcMaTpUBaJICs KyJa-TO B yallly, B CTOPOHY T'YCTbIX
3apocneit opemHuka. Hoznpu ero 3agposkanu. MiBa nmpocienuia 3a ero B3IVIsSA0M.

Ouenp noaro Huuero He mnpoucxonwno. llymen nec, rygenu cienHu, Iae-TO 3aTpelaia
COpOKa... A 3aTeM YTO-TO NEPEeMEHWIOCh. BeTBU opelHnKa KauyHyJIuCh, Kak OT BeTpa, u VBa yBu-
JeJa, 4YTO TaM KTO-TO CTOMT.
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ITO OKa3aJOCh MOXHATOE CYIIECTBO, BBICOTOM HE MEHbIIE MEJBE/s, BCTABILEr0 Ha 3aJHUE
Janbl. Bosblie BCero OHO MOXOQWIO Ha OFPOMHOTO JApeBECHOro AuKoOpasa. Ero teso mokpeiBaam
JJIMHHbIE TIECTPbIE MIVIbI, 32 CIIMHOW BOJIOYMJICS TOJICTBIII XBOCT, @ Ha KPYIVIOM MOpAE CBETHIIUCH
OrpoMHBbIe kenThie 171a3a. Ho kyna Gosnbiie IBy opas3uiii BETBUCTBIE POra, YKpaleHHbIe TTHYbIMU
NEPbSIMU U LIBETHBIMU JIEHTAMHU U KPENMBILIUECS Ha I'OJIOBE CYILLECTBA C MIOMOIIIBIO TeCEMKU. B sieBoi
pYyKe, TOUHee, Jiare, CTPaHHOE CO3JaHue JIePKaJlo TIOCOX — JAJIMHHYIO Y3JI0BaTyIO MAJIKy, TaK ke 0OBe-
HIAHHYIO KOJIBIITYIIIMMUCS ITUYbUMHU [TEPbSIMHU.

Ha MBy u nHa OXOTHMKa CyHIECTBO IVISIZIENIO CO CTPAHHBIM MEJIAHXOJWMYHBIM BBIPAKEHHEM.
C1oBHO OHU OBLTH YEM-TO JIIOOOTIBITHBIM, HO HECYIIIECTBEHHBIM BPOJI€ KOTIOIIAIIUXCS TOBCIOY Mypa-
BbeB. Jluib Ha KporieuHsiii Mur MBa BcTpeTwiach ¢ HUM I1a3aMu. Pyku Bpa3 MOKPBUIUCH TYCUHOM
Kokei. YyBcTBO ObLIO Takoe, OyATO OHA 3arisHyla B Oe310HHYI0 mpornacts. CyIecTBO BOBCE HE
obU10 crpamHbM; YepHsiii Kouerap wmm [ToBaprxa B 3710M 00IMUbe BRIIISIACN Kyaa OoJiee KyTKO.
OpHaKo OHO Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM YY;KUM U JAJIEKUM, YTO CaMO €r0 CyIECTBOBAHUE MPE/ICTABISIOCh YEM-
TO HEMPABUJIbHBIM.

Bce 310 ponomkanock He Ooliee mapbl cekyHa. MiBa MOprHyia, U CymecTBO ucuesno. Bersu
OpEeIlIHUKA HE HIeJOXHYIUCh. W uiib 1Mo HampskeHHOMY BbIpaxkeHUIo Ha jne OxorHuka MBa
TMOHsIJIA, YTO el He noMepeuiiock. OH TOXe €20 BUIEL.

— K10 310 OB11?! — PyKNM IpOsKasy Tak, YTO MPUIIIIOCH CKAaTh KYJIAKH, YTOObI KPECTHBIN HUYETO
HE 3aMEeTHIL.

— Poran-Bporan, — orBetrit OXOTHHK, He oOopaunBasich. — Komounii mactyx. .. He myman, dro
OHH TOZIONIUTY TaK OJNU3KO.
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HouHnou koctep

OroHb THXO MOTPECKUBAJI, OOTJIaIbIBAS CyXUe BETKH, U IIEBAJICS KpoleuHbIMK UCKpamu. Cre-
JHOITUICS IbIM TIaX CMOJIOM M YEeM-TO ellle — YIOTHBIM, HaBEBAIOIIMM MBICJIU O JIOME U O MSTKOU
MOCTEJIM C TETUIBIM OIesITIOM. XOTsI HUKAKOU TocTesH 31ech He Obl1o. Kak He ObUIO M KPBIIKM HaJl
TOJIOBOU — TOJIBKO BETBU JIEPEBLEB, HO OHM, pa3yMeeTcs, He B cueT. MBa rmoexuiack, 00XBaTuia ceos
PYKamHu 3a IJIeYd 1 MOOJIMKe MPUIBUHY/IACH K OTHIO.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIMCh HA HOWIET MEHBIIIE Yaca Ha3ajl. A LUK JI0JIro — Jake MOcCIIe 3aKara, uepe3
TEMHBII 1 MPAYHBIi JIeC, C KaX/IbIM I11aroM CTAaHOBUBILIMICSI TEMHEE U MpauHee, 1oka VBa He nepe-
cTajia BU/IETh TPONUHKY 1moj Horamu. OXOTHUK crienii. BeTpeya ¢ Komoynm macTyxom ero B3BOJI-
HOBaJIa, HO OH He OOBCHWI MoYeMy. Bo3MOKHO, He Oyl ¢ HIM KPECTHHIIBI, OH ObI U BOBCE HE CTall
nenath nprBaj. Ho MiBa He Moria MATH TaK JI0JIr0, BOT M MPUIIUIOCH Pa30UTh JIarepb.

OXOTHMK pa3Bel KPOIIEYHbII KOCTEPOK: BCET0 Napa BETOK TOPEJIU B BBIPBITOM 7151 TOTO SIMKE.
Kak pemmmna WBa, 310 1151 TOro, 4ro0sl He MpuBieKaTh BHUMaHus. Ho ¢ Tem ke ycriexom OXOTHUK
MoOT BOOOIIIe He pa3KUrarh OroHb. Bce paBHO OT Hero He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO TONKY. Teria — naxke pyku
HE corpeellib, a CBeTa ¥ TOro MeHsine. MBa efiBa pa3inyaiia CTBOJIBI eJie, OOCTYIUBIIUX UX TJIOTHBIM
KOJIBIIOM, Y KOJIBIIITYIIIECS JIMCThSI MAlOpOTHUKA. BosibIlie yragpiBaia ouepTaHusi, 4eM Bujiesa ux Ha
CaMOM JieJIe.

TemHOTa B Jlecy COBCEM He MOXO[MIa Ha TEMHOTY B JoMe Matyiiku. 31ech OHa HallOMUHAJIA
3aHaBeC U3 MHOTHX CJIOEB YEPHOTrO IIejiKa. 3aHaBecC OIYILEeH, HO M0 TOMY, KaK OH KOJBIIIETCS, O
JOHOCSIIIIMMCS 3BYKaM, CTAHOBUTCSI TIOHSITHO: C TOM CTOPOHBI KTO-TO eCTh. OH psAZIOM, COBCeM OJIU3KO
— 3aHaBeC HATATUBAETCS W, KaXeTcs, BOT-BOT packpoercs. Ho mpexae yeM 3To ciiydaercsi, TauH-
CTBEHHBI Kmo-mo OTCTynaer. MOoxer, 3T0 KOJIOUUH MacTyX, MOXKET, KTO-TO elle, a MOXET, TaM
HUKOTO U HeT, a MBa Bce BeigyMaia.

OXOTHUK cHjie1 MOJTUa, JIMIIb BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH BOPOIIIUJI I KpUBO# BeTKou. Korja oH 310
JeJiaJl, B BO3/1yX MOJHUMAJICSI CHOI UCKP, HO OHM Taciiv, He YCIeB B3ieTeTh. B npyroit pyke OXOTHUK
aepka TpyOKy, HO yKe JaBHO K Hell He TIPUKJIAIBIBAJICS U OTOHEK B yallleyke Torac.

[NoyxwHamM OHYM XOJIOTHBIME OyTepOpOaaMu ¢ KypsITUHOM, KoTophie [ToBapuxa ana B 10pory.
Tenepb CHITOCTh TPUATHBIMU BOJIHAMU pacTeKasiach 1o Teny. VIBy KjoHm10 B coH. OrpoMHOro Tpyaa
€l CTOWJIO MPOCTO JIEPXKAaTh IJ1a3a OTKPHITHIMU, HO OHA CTapajiach Kak MoIJia, MOCKOJIbKY NTOHMMAJIA:
CTOUT BEKaM COMKHYThCSI, 1 OHa HE CMOXET OTKPBITh UX JI0 camoro yTpa. Crath ke 0buto paHo. He
ceiyac... ¥ Hee 0CTaBaJIOCh CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.

3a criuHol OXOTHUKA MUTHYJT roy0oBaThiM (poHapuKOM cBeTIsTuoK. [loruisican B Bo3ayxe u
rorac, 4ToObl MTHOBEHHUE CITYCTsI 3aropeThcsl B Jpyrom mecte. CJI0BHO 3a0JTyJUBIIAsICS 3BE3/I0UKa B
MOMCKax AOPOru Ha HeOo.

— A k1o 0H? — menorom cripocuia Msa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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