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OOBecTH BOKPYT Tajiblla TEMHOTO UMIIEpaTopa U BEpHYThCs AoMoi. [lymaeTe,
HeBbinoHUMast 3agada? He nins Beponuku CokonoBoii! OTuasiHHble BpeMeHa
TpeOyIoT OTYasAHHBIX Mep. bastbl, 3Tarbl 0T00pa, KOBapHBIE YYACTHHUIIBI — 9TO
HEMOJIHBIM CITMCOK TOTO, Yepe3 UTO €l MPUIETCs MPONTH, MPEXIE YeM 3aMasTunT
HaJeXJa Ha Bo3BpaileHue qoMou. M Bc€ u3-3a koro? Ilpenasiiiero Hepo-keHuxa.
OcTaoch camoe «ITpOCTOe» — He BBUIETETh C 0OTOOpa M He MOAAAThCA Yapam
00O0JILCTUTEIFHOTO KpacaBiia UMrepaTopa. TOT poMaH O MOMaJaHCTBE U MPOUNX
npeJiecTsX Marmueckoro mupa. Kakas geByIka XoTh pa3 He MeuTajia moObIBaTh Ha
OaJty, BCTPETHTD MTpeKpacHoOro npuHia? B ¢aHTa3nsIx 3To BHIIISIAT ITPEKpacHo, a
B peasibHOCTH. .. BoT Beponuke CoKoJIOBOU M MPECTOUT y3HaTh, KAKOBA Ta caMasi
PEabHOCTb.
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I'maBa 1

I'maza 3on MuxaiiJIOBHB Ha YIUBJICHUE 3araloqHo Onecrten. Yaie Bcero oHa CypoBO CMOT-
peria Ha Bcex, HO He ceituac... Yyio, He k 100py 310. Ee Benp mpakTu4ecku HEBO3MOXKHO BBIBECTU
u3 ceds.

— Beponuka [laBnoBHa, Balll k€HUX MOXaJIOBaJI, — MOMMasla MEHSI HA BBIXOJE U3 TOPrOBOIO
3aJia repBas CIUIeTHUIIA Ha paiione. OCTaBUB B 3aJ1e MJIAJIIIEr0 KOHCY/IbTaHTa, OHA OOIpO 3aBEpHYJIa
B KOPUIOP CJIeAO0M 32 MHOW M MIPOJOJIKIIIA XBACTIUBO AeMUThCs: — C MIMKapHBIM OYKETOM IIBETOB.
M xoneuxkom. Cama Bujena.

Cama Bugzemna?..

I'na3 Ha rpanarosHbie coObITUs y 301 MUXaiiIOBHBI HAMETaH, OHa HUYEro He YITyCKaeT, a 3Ha-
YHT, TAE-TO TaM MeH ka1 MBaH.

Cepaue cTpeMUTENIBHO YXHYJIO B SATKH, @ HOTHY MEPECTaIM Cilylarbes. Tak s v 3aMepiia rnoce-
pearHe KOpuIopa HalpoOTUB CBOETO KaOWHETa.

Baneppsaku mue! Cpouno! [IpucraByuero keHuxa OygeM OTKauuBaTh, KOT/IA s OCYACTIIMBITIO
€ro CBOMM OTKa30M.

Hano nockopee ynpaBuTbcs, yepe3 ABaalaTh MUHYT Y MEHs JIOJKHA COCTOATbCS BCTpeda C
OLICHIIIMKOM HOBOW MapTUU IOBEJUPKHU.

— Cnacu6o0, nasnliie s cama, — IpoOOpMOTalIa BEKJIUBO, CTAPASICh HAIIYTIATh PYYKY Ha IBEPU.

— Wnute-unure, a 5 3a BA30UKOM s OyKETHUKA MOKa CXOKY.

Sl OBICTPO KWBHYJIa W BJieTeJla B KaOWHET, CJIOBHO 32 MHOM THAJIUCh HACTOSIIHE BYpAAJIAKH.
Mexy TeM OIUH W3 HUX, 3JI0KHB PYKH B OPIOKHU, CTOSUT CIIMHOM KO MHE U paccMaTpuBall ceOsl B
3epKajie.

WBaH peryssipHO 3asBJIsIICSA KO MHE Ha paOoTy, MOIKKUIAI JIoMa B KPYr'y MOel CeMbH, TIOCTO-
SIHHO Ha3BaHMBaJI, 003aBeJics MOAIEeP:KKOM MaMbl U TeTd JII0ObI, ee cecTpbl, JKUBYIIEH 1ocsie CMepTU
Myka ¢ HamH. 3aro nane VBaH coBcem He HpaBwics. OH cuMTan ero MpoxBOCTOM. JIMYHO MeHs
HaBsI34MBbIC yXakuBaHUsA VBaHa CUIIBHO pa3zpaxkaii.

Kpaem riaza 3ametnia OykeT 1IBETOB y ceOs Ha ctoiie. Yxkac! OHM HeOpeKHO JieKalll MOBEPX
BaXHBIX JOKYMEHTOB. PyKka notsHysach Kk TefneoHy, YToObl BbI3BATh OXPAHY U BHIIIBBIPHYTH HABSI3-
YMBOTO IOCTsI B3allleld M3 KabMHeTa U BooOIe n3 MaraszuHa. Kyna oxpana cmorpena? [Touemy mocro-
POHHUU B 3aKPbITOM OTJEJIE /151 IepcoHas1a’?

Uy1o, NONETAT YbHU-TO T'OJIOBBI.

— 3npaBcTByll, BepoHHKa, — MOBEpHYJICA KO MHE HE3BaHBIM rocTh. [10-X03MCKHA OCMOTpEB
MeHs, IBaH MOLOKaJI HeIOBOJILHO SI3BIKOM.

Bp-p-p... [loxoxe, KTO-TO ycriesa BOOOpa3uTh ceOst MOUM MYKEM.

—IIpuser, BaH, — KKCJIO OTO3BANIACK 51, MeUTAas1, YTOOBI OH IIOCKOPEe C/IeNal MHE ITPeAJIoKEHe
Y yliell.

VBbI, MOl yxaxep He Toponuiics. IIlyMHO B310XHYI, IPUBCTAJI C MATOK HA MBICKH, OIJISIHYJICS,
Opocuil ouepeHON B3I B OTPOMHOE HACTEHHOE 3€PKaJIO TIOUTH B TMOJHBII POCT U CHOBA MOBEP-
HyJICS KO MHe. M3-3a HanpsikeHHOTO 0:KMAAHMS MHE Havalo Besikoe Mepeluthes. [lokaszanocs, 3ep-
KaJIbHas IJ1aJlb 32 CIIMHOM yXaxepa Ioluia psiobo.

— Beponvika, — BioxHOBeHHO Hauast ViBaH. OH JIocTa U3 KapMaHa KoJIblo 0e3 6apXxaTHOW KOpo-
OOUKH U pelmTeNbHO marHy1 ko MHe. Ero ria3a HepBHO Oeraii. — Thl camasi ymuBHUTETbHAS IEBYIIIKA
Ha cBeTe. MHe noBe3Jio BcTpeTuTh TeOs. [IpUHSIB 3TO KOJBLIO, ThI C/IENACIh MEHSI CAaMbIM CYACTIIH-
BBIM, Korma 3aiimennb EE mecro.

O koM oH rosopui?

Sl HMUero He ycnesna MOHATh WM clenaTh. JlanbHenIee MoX0auiIo Ha COH.
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UepHblil KaMyIIIeK Ha KOJIbIIE 3aCHsUT TOIMyOOBaThiM cBeTOM. MBaHa rpousoliesias MeTaMmop-
(o3a ¢ ero nmozpHolIeHMEM MOXOXe He yauBwia. He MOprHyB 171a3oMm, OH BJIOKWJI KOJIBIIO B MOIO
JIaIOHb U, TPYOO C:KaB MOM MAbIIbl, CJIOKHIII MX B KYyJIaK.

— Cuana! — rpoMKO ITpOKpUYaII OH.

Hacrennoe 3epkaiio 3amepuaio. [TossBUiICS CUIBHBIN Ty, HO IPEXk/Ie YeM B IJ1a3ax MOTEMHEJIO,
U 51 IOTepsiyia CBA3b C PEaJIbHOCTBIO, YBUJIENA BBIILIEIIEE U3 3epKala CBOE OTPaKEHUE.

[Tonenom mue! Hedero xoquth Ha cBUaaHus U3 kajoctu. Mamy c¢ tereit Jliomoil He xoTena
paccrpauBarb. OHu cTapanuchk. Hamm yepe3 3HaKOMBIX 1711 MEHSI BOCHMTAHHOTO, MHTEJJTUTEHTHOTO
IOHOIIY, CO3[JAHHOT'0, HE 3HAI0 KEM, JUIsl CEMEMHBIX OTHOIIEHUH, OKa3aBIIMMCS IPH [IEPBOM 3HAKOM-
CTBE MYKUMHOU TpUAATH NsATH JieT. C IMBHBIM XKMBOTUKOM. YBHJEB €ro B Kade, B CTapOM, BUJaB-
IIIeM BBIITYCKHOM NUJKaKe, Halo ObLIO cpasy yxoauTb. UTo crenana s? § BCIOMHIIA O BEKIUBOCTH
Y OCTaJach.

Hypnota orctynuia. B ronose Hauasio nposicHaThest. OTKpbUIa IM1a3a 1 00HapyK1Jja, YTO HAXO-
XKYChb B UyXKOW CIIaJIbHE, CHJIAIIAsI B Kpecyie HalPOTUB HaloJIbHOTO 3epKana! He 3Hat0, CKOJIbKO Mpo-
Besia 0e3 CO3HaHWsI, HABEpHOEe, HeJOJTO — Ha ynuile Obul ele AeHb. CBeTHBIIee BO BCIO COJHIIE
MPEeKpacHoO OcBemaio KoMHaty. KpoBaTh ¢ 6angaxuHOM, CTON C PE3HBIMH HOXKKaMU, MAaCCUBHBIN
IU1aTSHOM mKadg, Yaria i1l yMbIBaHUSI HaBEBAJI CTPAHHbIE MBICIIUA O Yb€M-TO 3JI0M po3bIrpbiiie. Ho
ObLIIO OBl COBEPIIIEHHBIM Oe3yMHEM CUMTATh, YTO 51 KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM Iorajia B Ipyroil MUp WA B
APYTYIO 3TOXY, T/Ie 1ake MOOUJIbHBIE ellle He MPUAYyMaJIH.

VBBI, BBISICHEHUE TOTO, KTO M 3a4eM, BIpoueM, He Oe3 oMol ViBaHa, OTIipaBu MeHs Cloa,
MIPULIUIOCH OTJIOKUTH Ha OTOM. [lepBocTeneHHo cienoBano BepHyThes A0MOR. U caenars 310 HyKHO
ObUIO TIOCKOpee. BCrOMHUB 0 KoJblle, pa3zkayia Majblibl, HO BMECTO HEro Ha JIaJIOHH MOKOMJIAChH
MaJieHbKasi TOPCTKa Meria.

B xopuaope nmociblmaiuch marm.

Crounso nocnemmuTh.

CTpsIXHYB TIeTieNl Ha CBETJIBI KOBEp, BhITepiia 00 MOMIOKOTHUK Kpecia pyKy ¥ OpocHiiach K
3epkaity. [IpoBena nmaspiiamMu 1o maaKou MoBepxHOCTU. Moe oTpaxeHue He U3MEHWIOCh. S cTosiia
Ha MPeXHEM MeCTe U OIIApAIIeHHO TSUIAIAch Ha cBoe oTpaskeHue. [llaru mpubamxanucs.

Hano 6b110 cpouHO UTO-TO /IENaTh!

B manumke cxana nocepeOpeHHYIO pamy.

— O, pgoporasi, Thl yXe Ha HOrax, — (bajiblIMBO-3200TJIMBBIM TOJIOCOM IPOU3HECTA KEHIIMHA,
HIypIa JUIMHHBIMY MBIITHBIME I00KaMu. — [Touemy Ha TeGe loxMoThsi? Bripouem, HeBaxHO!

«Moii Au3aiiHepCKUd KOCTIOM He JIOXMOTbsI!» — 3aXOTeJIOCh BO3Pa3UTh €il, HO BOBpeMsI pH-
Kycuia si3bIK. KTO 3HaeT, yeM Mosi OpOMETYMBOCTh OOEpHETCS.

[TnaTbe sxeHIIUHBI ¢ 00OPKaMH, BHIIIMBKOM U BOJIAHAMU HAMEKAJTH Ha MPOIILIbIE CTOJIETHS, HO
TaM ObUTH B MOjie HeMHOTO Jipyrue ¢paconsl. COIpoBOXIAIONIAs €€ TPOUIIA OJHO3HAYHO ONIEBAJIaACh
B TOM ke OyTHKe.

Bricokmii ctapuk B O€XEBOM CIOPTYKE C BPEAHBIM JIUIIOM U HIMPOKUM HOCOM MPHIVPYMBO
ocMmarpuBasl MeHs. HaTsiHyThIe TIepiiaMyTpOBbIE MTYTOBUIIB HA €r0 MUBHOM KUBOTE HOPOBWII OTO-
pBarbest. Llenkuil B3mIsA 1 3amax AyMIKMCTHIX TPaB BbIJABa B HEM JIEKapsl.

JleByIiKa ¢ TOHKMMHU YepTaMu TIepeBOInIa OOECIIOKOSHHBIH B3IJISI]] C TOBOPUBIIIEH KEHIIMHBI
Ha MY’KUMHY, Ubsi BHYIIIUTEIbHAS (PUTYpa 3aKpbiBasia 000 Bbixo/. Ero okyThiBaia aypa BIaCTHOCTH
Y HeBuiaHHOW cwiibl. Jloporasi ofex/ia ycuiuBaiia 1ot 3¢ gekT. TeMHO-3e1eHblid KaM30J1 C Py4YHOU
cepeOpsTHON BHIIIIMBKOM MO BOPOTY MOAYEPKUBAIT KpeTKue 1iedr. YepHbie OpIOKH, 3alpaBlicHHbIE B
BBICOKHME Carlory U3 MSTKOM KOXKH, TUIOTHO oOJieraiiy aTieTuyeckue Horu. benas pyoOaiika Ha 1Hy-
POBKE, 3aBSI3aHHOM T0J] TOPJIOM, TIOUTH HE CKpbIBaJIa pesibepHyo Tpyab. Ero smio OykBaabHO Npu-
KOBAJIO MO B3IJIsi. YUepHble JJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE OBUIM 3aIJIETEHBI B KOCY M HE CKPBIBAJIH
apUCTOKPATHUECKYIO OJISAHOCTD JIUIIA, YETKHE, KIACCHYECKHe JIMHUU CKYJI, BOJIEBOH MPSMOM Mog00-
POIOK, MeaTbHO BhUICIUIEHHBIE HOC M TYOBI. [ 7Ty0OKO MOcakeHHBIe T71a3a, 10 [IBETY HAIOMHHAIOIINE
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TEMHBIW, OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIN SIHTAPh, U3TYYaIN HEMOKOIeOMMYI0 YBepeHHOCTh. HesHakoMer| oTKpo-
BEHHO BBIIJISIJIENT TOTPSICAIOIIE.

CypoBas, MykeCTBeHHas] KpacoTa MYXYHMHBI 3aBOpakMBaJa Obl, ec/ii O He MyTaloIuid MPOH-
3UTEJIbHBINA B3TJISII.

— Jlendiina, BB BpO/ie TOBOPHIIU, UTO Ballla JOYb OOJIbHA, — CIIOKOWHO 3aMeTHJI He3HAaKOMeIl, HO
€ro cJI0Ba OTYEr0-TO MPO3BYYAIU CYypPOBO.

[Tneun sKeHIIMHBI HATIPSITIMCH, HO YKe Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE OHA C YJIBIOKOW 3aMeTHIa:

— He noun, Bamie TeMHOE BEIMYECTBO, a Maguepuia. S He OTKa3bIBalOCh OT CBOMX CJIOB. MBI
Hanuti CuaHy siexanieid 6e3 CO3HaHUSI B TOCTHHOW WM TIEPEHEC B CHajbHIO. BhI3Bamu cemeiHoro
JieKapsi, OH OCMOTpEJI e U TIOATBEPIVI HAILIK XY/AIIHIE OMaceHUsI.

— JleBYIIKY OTPaBWIIM, — B&KHO TPSXHYJ MOAOOPOIKOM CTapHK.

— Kak u Duuii, yTo nmpuxoania K BaM Ha Yail, — ¢ HeOpeKHOM BEKJIMBOCTBIO 3aMETUJT HE3HA-
KOMElII.

— MBI 111yOOKO COUYBCTBYEM €id, HO He 3a0bIBaiiTe, M Hallla IeBOYKA IMOCTpaaia, — C UICKPEHHUM
OEeCIOKOICTBOM B ToJIoce 0TO3BAJIACh MOsI Ha3BaHHas1 Madexa. — [Ipuciyra, mpuHOCKBINAs Yaii, cama
BBINIWJIA SI]T U CKOHYAJIACh.

BHyTpeHnHee 4yTbe MOACKa3bIBaIO, 3200THJIACH OHA HCKJIOUMTENBLHO O cebe M OJIOHIMHKE,
HEpBHO TepedsIell B pyKax HOCOBOH IIaTOK. Mo¥ JBOWHMK IO KYy4YH U OTPaBUTEIbHUIIA.

— He Bepute Ham, porpocute CuaHy, — HEyBEpEHHO MpeIoKMIa Madexa.

— He Oynem oTkagpIBaTh, — U B I71a3aX MY)KYMHBI BMECTO ITPUBBIYHON XOJIOIHOCTH MOSIBUIOCH
HEUTO OMacHoe, Tasiiee yrpo3y. Kazanace, cama ThMa 3aBOJIOKJIA €r0 IJ1a3a.

Hesnakomerl HETOPOIJIMBBIM IIaroM TMOJOIIEN KO MHE M TSIKEIO OIMYCTHJI PyKH Ha TUICYH.
Hecmotpst Ha mocenuBIIuMiics B Oylle CTpax, sl OTMETH/Ia €ro HaJMeHHYI0 rmoxoaky. He 3Has, mo
KaKOMY TPHHIIUITY MPOXOASAT CyAeOHble pa30MparesibcTBa B STOM MUpPE, MHE ObUIO M3-32 Yero BOJI-
HOBAThCS. 3aCTPATDH B 37CIIHEN KYTY3KE COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh.

BOnmm3m He3HAKOMeIT OKa3asics ellle Bhille, yeM s yMana. OT ero majblieB MoliesT HelpUsATHbIN
XOJIOJIOK, U TI0 MOeH criHe noOesxkaiu Mypariku. Cepie oT cTpaxa 3a0iIoch B TPYIU CO CTPAIITHON
cuioil. HeBummmasi Moltpb, UCXOIsIIasi OT Hero, JaBuia U myrana. Ho KTo OH Takoid, 4ToObl MeHs
3anyruBarh?! [IpuIoXKUB HEMBICTUMBIE YCUIHS, 51 TIONABUJIa HAKATUBIIMI CTpax, pa3BesiB €ro Kak
CTpAIIIHBII COH, U MPSIMO TIOCMOTpEJIA B IJ1a3a HE3HAKOMITA.

— Copambaiire.

Ha moii nep3kuii BHI30B MyKUMHA OTBETUJI MPUTIOAHSATHIMUA OpPOBSIMU M HACMEIIUTUBOH YJIBIO-
KOM.

— Bl opranuzoBanu otpasienue uhuii?

— Koro? — Henonmnmarolne rnoxJyonasia peCHUIIAMH U C OMO3/IaHAEM BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO TUM MMe-
HEM Ha3bIBaJIM OMOEHHYIO OTPABJIEHHBIM YaeM JEBYIIKY.

— 3enbsl BbICHIEH KAaTEropuyd MaJlo M3y4YeHbl, 1 BO3MOXHBI pa3Hble mocienctsus. [loreps
MaMsITH — OJIHO U3 HUX, — HE IPEMUHYJT TIPOCBETUTH HE3HAKOMIIA LIEJTUTETh.

Cuana Ha cJ1aBy 1ocTapaach, Jaxe OefHyIo IeBYIIKY He MMo)ajena. 3a 4To OHa MEHsI HeHaBU-
aut? Vi oHa Gesxarna ot Bo3Me3ausi?

— Cuana, Bbl IPMHUMAJIM y4YacTHe B MOKYILIEHUU Ha XU3Hb cerpbl DH(uii? He coBetyio MHe
BpaTh.

OT nasyblieB MOBEMUTEN S MOOEKAT KOMIOYHIA XOIOAOK. S1 350K0 nepeepHysia rmiedamu.

— Hukoro s He TpaBuia 1 He TPOCKIIA OTPABUTD.

— TBowM cy0Ba NPaBIKBBI.

Tak uero cmorpuib? ITopa u yects 3HaTh. He BuHOBatas s1! He BunoBara!

— Cuana! — B3BM3rHy/1a Madyexa. — Thl Kak pa3roBapuBaelib C TEMHBIM BEJIMYECTBOM !

Oy-y... 5l BrICKa3ana CBOM MBICIH BCIIyX?..

— IIpoctuTe, y Bac 3amMevaTeIbHbIN B3IJIsI, — MOIBITATACH S UCITPABUTH OIUIOIIHOCTb.
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«CJIOBHO B MacTh KJIBIKACTOMY Yy/IOBHUIILY CMOTPHIIIb», — JOOABHJIA MBICJIEHHO.

— Cuana! — oniepeskasi MaTh, pPSIBKHYJIA CBOJIHASI CECTpPUIIA.

A-a-a! CHoBa Beiyx npousHeciia! He cHOCUTh MHE TOJIOBBI B 9TOM. .. MUPE.

— BenmmuectBo, He oOpariaiite BHUMaHUs Ha Moy cjioBa! §1 momryTuia. Y MeHs y’KacHOe YyB-
CTBO IOMOP2, — MOH HEBHSITHBIE BO3PaKEHH S HATOJIIKHYJIMCh HA OYE€Hb CEPhEe3HbIN B3IJIs1] HE3HAKOMIIA
Y TIO30PHO PETHUPOBATIUC.

— 3aro s ¢ BamMu 1IyTuTh He codmpaiock. [lo3apasnsio! Bam yganoch MeHs1 3aMHTEpecOBaTb.
3aBTpa yTpoM 3a BaMH 3ae/IeT UMIIEepPCKast KapeTa B COMPOBOXKICHUH OTPsijia TEMHOW CTPaXH.

— Nmnepckasa? KxM... ¥V Bac uTo, uMrnepaTopsl BogsATCs?

— Bogurcs quub B siecax, a ummeparop AHTaJI MPaBUT TEMHBIMH 3eMJIsiMH, ceiipa Cuana, —
CTPOTO TOMPaBUJI MEHSI JIeKapb.

— OOparaiiTech KO MHE Ballle TEMHOE BEJIMYECTBO, — CAMOYBEPEHHO YXMBUIbHYJICS. .. UMIIe-
parop.

Hacrosmmii ummneparop!

Mamouku! § Bapyr ycomMmHMIach, a HE HAXO0XKYCh JIM B Ncuxylike? Tam MojaHO BblIAIOIIMXCS
muuHocted — ['utnep, Lesaps. ..

Nmmnepatop pasBepHyIicsi U BbIeT B Kopuaop. [lpexkzae yem yiTu, oH 0OepHYJICS M TOOUT
MeHSI:

— He 6epute mHoro Berieit, Crana. 3a00Ty o Bac 51 6epy Ha ceOs1 JINIHO.

Mayexa BOCXUIIIEHHO aXHYJIa U MOIIUIA IPOBOXATh TOCTEH.
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I'maBa 2

JloXk JaBIIKCh, KOT/Ia CTUXHYT IIIard, CBOJIHAS CECTPUIIA CKUHYJIA MAcKy JTIOOE3HOCTH.

— Tol uTO ycTpomsa, Cuana? I moykHa OblTa OTIIPABUTHCS HA OTOOP HEBECT BMeCTO Tebst! YV
Hac Takou ObUT yroBOp!

— Tsl yyacTBOBaNa B OTpaBlieHUN? — OCEHUIIO MEHSI.

— U He ropxych 3THUM, — MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM cectpa. Ee Bbicokasi mpuyecka MOKavyHy/1ach, HO
yliepaJiach, He pacchinaiack. HeMHOTro Mopa3MbICIIMB, CAMOIOBOJIBHO YIIBIOAsICh, OHA Bbliasia: — Thl
OpraHu30BajIa YaeruTre, TeOe U OTBeYaTh. A s 3aHMMaJIa TOCThIO OeCe/I0N.

Bnaropaps eii kapTvHa B rojioBe MOeil Hauajia BhIPUCOBBIBATHCS. Mol ABOMHUK TIIATETLHO
MOJITOTOBWIIACh K 0OMeHy mupamu. OpraHu3oBajia MOKYIIEHHWE Ha OJIHY M3 YYacTHHUI[ KaKOTO-TO
oroopa. Ilo ee pacueram s okHA ObLIa BbUIETETh. 3a4eM?

— Kakoii y Hac 6b11 yroBop?

Cecrpuiia HaXMypuIach.

—He crpoii u3 ce0s xeptBy! 4 cama Buaena, Cuana, Thl He WA Yai, a esana Bua. Mbl ¢ ToOoi
JOTOBOPHJIKCh, I TIOMOTalo TeOe, a Thl MHe. S CBOIO YacTh yroBOpa BHIONHIIA. Tereph Thl JOJKHA
BMECTO MEHsI BBITH 3aMyK 3a cTapvKaniky TpyBuoHa. [[ymaenib, mouemMy Jjiekapb TeOs 3ariuiian?
41 mooGerana, 4To Thl CTAHEIIb €ro KEHYIITKOM.

[ToHsTHO, MOYEMy y Hero ObUTO HEIOBOJILHOE JIMIIO, KOTIa OH yXOauil. S mymana, u3-3a MOUX
OTBETOB HEBIIONA/I, 2 €My He MOHPABUIIOCh, YTO UMIIEPATOP MPOSIBUI KO MHE UHTEpec.

[Toxoxe, s1 B gonry nepep BenudecTBOM. He oTripaBuiI Ha TMJILOTHHY U CTIAC OT HABSI3aHHOTO
MYyKEHbKa.

«bBbl1a He ObUIa, €CIIM TIO30BET, CXOXY C HUM Ha Napy CBUIaHUI», — noodernaa cede, 3apaHee
COMHEBasICh, YTO OH MEHS KyJa-HUOYAb MPUTTIACHT.

— TBoi1 ’xeHux — TBOU MPOOIEMBI, C-CECTPEHKA, — 3alHYJIach Ha OOPAIIeHUH K JIEBYIIIKE.

— Hukakas s TeGe He cectpa! Hasbiail MeHs1, Kak nipesxae, Onvoi! Obeinano, st Haiay crnocod
U 0T Ty Ha 0TOOP, a ThI TIOXAaJIeelb, YTO OOMaHyJIa MEHs.

— Tam erme nponomkaercst Ha6op?

— He noxpembest. S He crany Tebe oTBeuyath. Hamo, cMOTpH B acTpajibHOM KpHCTAJLIE, — B3IJISIT
OnMBbl IPE3pUTENHLHO CKOJIB3HYJI IO MyTHOMY KPUCTAJULY Ha CTOJIE Y OKHA.

HepBHO XUXHMKHYB, OHa CyIOPOKHO JIEpHYJIa 32 IBEPHYIO PYUKY U BBIIILIA B KOPUIOP.

[TocMoTpena Ha 3aKpBITYIO ABEPb U MOHSIA, MHE CAMOM HE/IONIO OCTAJIOCh, IPEXK/e YeM CTaHy
HEBPOTHKOM. [IeBYIIIKM B JTIOOOM BPEMEHU U MHUPE OJMHAKOBBI, MHOTHE TIOMIYT TIO TOJIOBAM Pajy
MOJTy4eHus1 3aBeTHOro npusa. Tem Oosiee, Koraa CMOTPUHBI yCTpauBaeT caM ummneparop. Kak Hazno, u
sl He Mory ripourpatk. He B camom Hauasie. Hajo BHISICHUTB, Kak BEPHYThCS K ceOe JIOMOM Ha 3eMITIO,
Ha 4YTO YH/ET BpeMs, a Oe30MacHee BCero celyac Moy KPbUIbIIIKOM MECTHOTO IPaBUTES.

Wrtak, oOpatumcst 32 IOMOIIIBIO K HOBOCTSIM TOT'O MHUPA.

C 3HTY3Ma3MOM MOAXBATUIIA ACTPAJIbHBIA KPUCTAJUI CO CTOJIA U IPUIUPUYMBO OCMOTpEJIa €T0 B
MOMCKAaX KHOIKM ITyCKa. 3a MyTHBIM CTEKJIOM KJIyOWJICSI TEMHBIN TyMaH.

Sl ero nepeBopaurBalia, BEpTeia, HO HUYEro MOXOKEr0 Ha KHOMKY BKJIIOUEHHs He Hanuia. Ot
TPSCKY KJIyObl TYMaHa CMa3aJlvCh, a YK€ Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE BEPHYJIMCh B ITPEXKHEE COCTOSTHUE.

— MHe Obl He MoOMelaia MHCTPYKITUS 10 padoTe acTPajbHOTO KPUCTAIUIA, — TUTIOXHYBIIKCH B
KpecJio, MpU3HaIa TOCKJIMBO.

— AcTpasbHBII KPUCTAJUT MSITOTO MOKOJIEHUs] pabOTaeT ¢ MaraMu TPEThero YpoBHS U BBIILIE, —
BHSTHO MTPOU3HEC KEHCKUIA TOJIOC.

— On! — pa3Bena s pykamu.

HWcrouatommuii roimyOoBaThIil CBET KpUCTAJLI, YAl MHE Ha KoJieHH 1 riorac. [Toxosxe, royoc ucxo-
JIWJI U3 HETO.
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— 3, ecTh TaM KTO-HUOY/Ib?

He cOpacpbiBast apreakT ¢ KOJIeH, TOJKHYJIa ero KOHYMKAMU MaJIbIIEB.

— IToucKOBBIN MOMOIITHUK Ha CBS3U. 3a/1aliTe CBOUM BOIIPOC, — SIPKO 3ACHSIB, 0K Marn4ecKui
apredaxr.

T'onocosoii nouck! OTiMyHO!

— B kakoM mMupe 51 HaX0XKyCh? — CITPOCHIIA, HE TIPUKACASICh K KPUCTAILTY.

— Munyty. [lenaio oTreyaTtok aypbl, — yepe3 HEKOTOpOEe BpeMsl BCE TOT K€ KEHCKHUH rojioc
npousHec: — Ceiipa CuaHa: nojjilaHHasi TeMHON MMIIEpUM, MIOTOMCTBEHHAsI MarvHsi, ypoBeHb J1apa
TPETUl, MPOXKMUBAET B MUPE Me4a U Maruy. . .

[To MOMM BHYTpEHHUM MepKaM s TpoBeia ¢ apTeakToM BCEro OKOJIO Mapbl YaCOB, HO 32 OKHOM
YCIIEJIO CTEMHETD, U CITY’KaHKa C KAMEHHBIM BUOM TTPUHECHA YKHH.

BeneB mocraBuTh MOTHOC HA CTON, BMecTe ¢ apTedakroM mepemectiiaach kK Hemy. Enma Ha
BKyC ObUIa ClIerKa HENMPUBBIYHOM, OBOIIM, HAMOMUHAIOIIME KapTodeb, UMETH CIaJKOBaThIA TPH-
BKYC, MSICO HAIIOMHHAJIO KYPSTUHY C apoMaroM Bogopocieil. OcTtaibHoe U MpoOoBaTh He cTaja.
Bcero nomasniensky. [IprHECeHHBIN TEMHBIN HAIMMTOK CTOMKO HATIOMUHAJI MHOIO TOPSTYO JIIOOUMBIi
yaii. [Tocnie y’xHa OTIIpaBMIIach B BaHHYIO. M yke MUHYT yepe3 MSATHAALATh BEPHYJIACh B CIIAJIBHIO.
XOJOOHBINA I CTaJl ISl MEHSI TIOJIHOM HEOKUIAHHOCTHIO. [T03anMCcTBOBaB HUXKHEe Oelbe U IJIOT-
HYIO COPOUKY Y CBOETO TBOWHHMKA, 3a0pajiach B MOCTEIb MO TOHKOE OJesLIO.

[NonnepeB rosoBy MOAYIIKOM, s Jiexkada M INepebupana B yMe MOMYYEHHYI0 OT KpHCTauia
MH(pOPMALHIO.

JIBOWHUK NepeHec MeHst B Mup PaBHOBecusl, rie Maramu, UCTIONb3YIOIMMU Maruio CO3UAaHMS,
nipaBuT Ceeribiil CTpax, a 3eMJISIMH, HA KOTOPOU IPAKTUKYIOT Marvio pa3pyuieHus — TeMHblid umIe-
parop. Pa3 B IATHCOT JIET MPOCHITAeTCS UCTOYHUK CUJTBL, M Y HUX MOSIBJISIETCS] BOSMOXKHOCTD TIepeTsi-
HYTb Yallly BECOB Ha CBOIO CTOpOHY. ToMy, KTO 3aBajieeT JPEeBHUM CBUTKOM, OyIeT 1apOBaHa BJIACTh
HaJ BceMH 3eMJIsiMU. VI3 mpopodecTBa M3BECTHO, YTO MCTOYHUK TOKOPUTCS JIMIIb Mary IsITH Jie-
MEHTOB — Mary TbMbI WJIM CBETA, YIPABJISIONIETO YeTHIPbMsI CTUXUSMU. HeoXuaaHHO, HO M y Maruu
ecTh rpezaen. Marust 3eMii ¥ BO3/yXa, OTHsI U BOIbI HECOBMECTUMBL. Maru MOryT yrnpaBJisiTh BCETO
aByms ctuxusMu. OTcioia HeoOXOAUMOCTb 0TOOpa HeBecT. UMy T He KeHy MOBEJUTEIIO, a UACATbHO
COBMECTUMYIO Maryeckyio mapy.

C TpeTpbUM MarmyeckiM YPOBHEM Japa y MEHs HET IIAHCOB CTaTh M30pPaHHMIIEH, YTO K JIyd-
memy. Ho, Oymyun yaactHuLei oT60pa, s1 Oy1y UMETh MOMHBIN OCTYI K KOPOJIIEBCKOMY aCTPaJIbHOMY
KpUcTauTy. Y MeHsI OyeT JOCTYI K XPaHWIHIIY C HEOrPAaHUYSHHBIMU 3HAHUSIMHU.

Henemo nazan Ceemiblii CTpax BIOpasl cede CyIpyry ¥ MpoBesl oOpsij ciusiHus cuil. Marus
CYNPYTH MOJHOCTBIO Niepeianack emy. [1po puTyan civsiHus KpUCTauT HIYETo MyTHOTO He paccKasal,
TBEPIMII OHO: «JlocTym orpanuyuen».

3aBTpa HauHeTcst oTOop st Temuoro Mmmeparopa.

YyactHuam o6entany CyHIyKU ¢ 30JI0TOM, TOPbl KPUCTAJJIOB HAKOITUTEJIeH, MeXa, JparoleH-
HOCTH B3aM€H Ha CBOIO, MapAOH, HEBUHHOCTb. BOT M03TOMY M yclIOBHE 00si3aTe/IbHOE PO HEBUH-
HOCTh. OniyIeHne, 4YTo He B 3aMOK OTIPABJISIOCH, & B JOPOTON OOpAEb.

[Tomumo Temuoro Mimneparopa cBoel XONIOCTALIKOM AKU3HBIO TOTOBbI [TOKEPTBOBATh U APYyrye
BBIJIAIONIMECS TpeficTaBuTeM 3HaTH. VX MeHa Obuth 3acekpedeHbl. HaBepHoe, 4TOOBI HEBECTHI OT
CUacThsl paHbllle BpeMEHU B OOMOPOK He yHaiu. A TyT cpa3y OMaHbKHM — U B KPENKhe OObATHS YTo-
. MOXHO MOTporaTh, MOIIYNaTh U IIEHHUK 32 1aMy BBICTABHUTb.

OTt60p mpoxoauT He 6e3 Ka3ycoB. [1o odurmanbHON BEPCUH, Y CBETIIBIX MAaroB ak IIECThb y4acT-
HUII Cepbe3HO MocTpagaiu. 1o cmepTesibHbIX UcX00B He aonuio. Ha To onu u ceemibie. C TeMHBIMU
HEeT Takol rapantun. Hasio m yToYHSTE, 4TO 51 Oy[y HEBEPOSITHO CUACT/IMBA ITPH MIEPBOI BO3MOKHO-
CTH BepHYTbCs Ha 3emutio. Ho 1 oTKazarbest OT yyactus s He Moria. Eciu e u ectb uHdopmanus
10 OTKPHITHIO TIOPTAJIOB B APYTME MUPBI, TAK B KOPOJIEBCKOW OMOIMOTEKE.
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...INocnate ynanock He Oosbilie Tpex YacoB. MimmepaTopckas Kapera mpiuMyaiach Ha paccBeTe.
Bparsp Benwm qBoMiHMKA He cTasia. [103aMMCTBOBAB IIaThe C TEMJION HAKUIKOW 1 OBICTPO MO3aBTPaKasB,
crycTuiiach BO ABOp. CKOJIBKO MPEACTOSIIO eXaTh, He MPE/ICTaBIsIa, HO HA CTpaXeil UMIIEpaTop He
nockynuiics. OHy KapeTy MpUCTaBUIIM OXPAHSTh IBYM BOOPY:KEHHBIM JI0 3yOOB KOHHBIM OTPSiJIaM.
B kpoBaBo-KpacHBIX ONECTAIIMX JOCTIEXaX OHU BOCCEAATM Ha BOPOHBIX CKaKyHax. VIcCHHs-UYepHbIe
IUIAIIM, CXBAYEHHBIE CIIEpe/iM, KOJBIXAJIMCh OT BETpa 3a UX CIMHaMU. VIX jMia CKpbIBaIU ILJIEMBI C
onyIIeHHbIMU 3a0panamu. He 3Haio, KoMy mpofasia qyIny cecTpHIia, HO OHa TMOMy4riia MeCTO Cpeau
MpeTeHIeHTOK 0TOOpa. V1 MHE MpeNCcTosIO IeUTh C Hel Kapery.

He cnymas npormansHele HacTaBieHWs] MayexH, YCKOPUB Iar, sl mpouuia K kapere. Hese-
POSITHO KPACHBI JWCK, CUSIIOLIMI HaJ TOPU30HTOM, OCBEIaJl HEIPUBBIYHO TEMHO-CU3BI TYMaH,
KIIyOsiuiicst B cany v awiee. HeGo JIeHMBO 3aTsATMBaIM CBUHIIOBBIE Tyud. [{HeM oOemmian mouTH
noxab. HecMoTps Ha Terutyio JIETHIOI MOroy, MOBCIOLY Ha JEPeBbsX BUAHENACH MOXKYXJIas JUCTBA.
Sl noncraBuiia JIMLIO OYEPEAHOMY TEIIOMY TIOPBIBY BeTpa. BIOXHYB MOITHOM Ipy/Ipio CBEXKUI BO3LYyX,
3aj1e3/1a B OTKPBITYIO KapeTy M yCTPOMJIACh Ha MSITKOM, OOUTOM TKaHbIO CUEHbBE.

— IonBunbcs, CuaHa, 51 cay y okHa. He xouy nmpomycTtuThb, KOraa Mel OABENEM K 3aKaTHOW
CTOJIUIIE, — COBCEM PSIIOM Pa3iajicsl pa3IpakuTesbHbIN rosoc OIMbl.

— 3aiiMu cu/IeHbE HAIIPOTHUB, — OTO/IBUTAsl B CTOPOHY 3aHABECKY, PACCESIHHO [TOCOBETOBAJIA 5.

— Toraa Tel CBOMMU BBIMPAIOIIMMU KOJIEHKAMHU TTOMHEIb MOIO 100Ky, — BO3MYTHJIACh CECT-
purnia. Ee npaBeHOMY rHEBy, OTUETIMBO 3ByYalieMy B Tojioce, O3aBUI0BaN Obl CaM BUKapuUil, OOHa-
PYKMBIIMA B cOOOPE LEIYIOIIYIOCs TAPOYKY.

Ha 4rto s nmme noxana redamu, He OTpbIBast 171a3 oT Kiyosimerocst tymana. OH BBITIIsIEN
Kak kuBoe 6echopMeHHOe CyIIeCTBO, IPUHUMAIOIIEe pa3Hbie (DOPMBI.

— 41 Tebe 3TO MPUMOMHIO, — C TPO3HBIMU HOTKaMH B rOJIOCE MO0OEIANa CECTPHIIA U CeTla PSIJIOM.

[Tocnenymomue yackl Mbl HE TO, YTO HE pa3rOBapyBalIi, a CTAPAIUCH J1a)Ke HE CMOTPETh APYT
Ha Jipyra.
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I'nmaBa 3

4 rngapena Ha CMEHSIOIIMECs 3a OKHOM ITOJIsI U Jyra. YcraB ot CO3€epUaHnAd IpUpOAbl, pacCMaT-
puBajia CBO€ OTPAKEHUE, 3HAKOMOE U OMHOBPEMCHHO C TEM YYIKOC. Mo10 BHEIIHOCTh HOTpHC&IOH.ICfI
He Ha3BaTh. OObIYHAA TOUEHAS (pnrypa, MOJIOYHO-0€enas KOXa, K KOTOpOf/JI COBCEM HE ITPUCTACT 3arap.
HCC}ITB MUHYT Ha COJIHICIICKE, U A IMOXOXKa Ha paKa. TeMHO-KallITaHOBBIE BOJTHUCTbHIE BOJIOCBHI, KOTO-
pBIE 4 0OBIYHO co61z1pa10 B 2JIETaHTHBIA IMy40K. B 310 YTpO rOpHHUYHAadA, noMoraromasa MHE OACTbCA,
NoAaHAJIa BOJIOCHI B BBICOKYIO ITIPUYECKY. OcraBimecs JOKOHBI 3aBUJIa M OCTaBHJIA 06paMJ'I$ITb JINIIO.
TemMHO-30/T0THCTHII 6aanT IJ1aTbs OTTEHAJI BBIPA3UTEJILHBIC I71a3a HEOOBIYAHO FJIY6OKOFO 3CJICHOI'O
OBETA. OOBIYHO OHU 0OJIEE TYCKJIOTO OTTEHKA.

BpCMH TAHYJIOCb MEIJICHHO. Exainu 6e3 ocraHoBok. Yem Onske HpI/I6J'II/I)KaJ'II/ICL K CTOJIMLE, TEM
TEMHEE CTAHOBUJIOCH 3a OKHOM, COOTBETCTBCHHO, U B KapeTe. Ha o1y B yriy 4 3aME€ThJia CBCUY.
BzaB ee B PYKH, HE YCIICJIa [I0AYyMaThb, YEM 6y,Z[y €€ 3dKUI'aTb, KaK A3bIYOK INIAMEHU JIM3HYJI (1)I/ITI/IJ'IL,
" CBET MATKO OCBETUJI TECHOC IMTPOCTPAHCTBO KAPETHI.

— To1 yero TBOpI/IIJ_Ib! — BHIOMJIA U3 MOHUX PYK CBEUy Omma. — CI/IaHa, ThbI 3a4Y€M BOJIKOIJIAKOB

MpU3bIBACUIb ?
— Koro? — noTsiHysach K NOTYXILEN CBEYe.
— JIMKy1HuKOB!

IonsTHEE HE cTajo.

Msickom Ty OnmMa nogaena cBeuy M OTKMHYJIA €€ OT MEHs I0J, CUIEHbE, OTKyJa MHE €e
ObLJIO HE JOCTaTh.

Hernonaneky pasziasics 3BepUHBII pbIK, B ABEPb KapeThl HA XOAY YTO-TO BPE3ajioCh.

— Bonkoanaku Hananu! — JOHECIOCH C YJIULBL.

Bosnuua noacrerny:n nomaneit. Hac nHauano nogOpackiBath Ha yxabax, TpsICTH, HO KapeTa CTpe-
MUTEJIBHO HecJ1ach BIEepe 10 MPOCEJIOYHOM 10pore.

— D10 M3-3a Tebs1! — B3BU3THYJIa cecTpuIia. 3a0bIB MPO IUIaThe, OHA Tepecesa Ha POTHBOIIO-
JIO)KHOE CHJIEHbE U BIUIOTHYIO ITPUXKAJIACh K OKHY.

J13b1HB! OKHO KapeThl pa30MIoch. Yikacalolluil peIK U B paMy BLIEIUJIMCH 1B€ KOI'TUCTBIE JIAIlbl.
Nx obnagarens 1aBHO He ObUT Ha MEJUKIOpE. D-3-3... ¥ CTOMATOJIOT He ObLT Obl JINIITHUM.

Crnenom 3a janamu B y3KYyIO LLIEJIb IIPOTUCHY/IACh 3BEPUHASA MOPAA C JJIMHHIOIIMMU KJIBIKAMU
Y HarJIo CyHyJ1a ee B MO0 CTOpoHy. IoHyB Ha npaBuiia 9TUKETa, 5 yHajia Ha KOJEHH.

— Cuana! He Opocaii MeHs1! — 3aronocusia cecTpeHka.

— Thl cusibHEe He MOXellb BONUTh? BApPYr 3Bepbe OINIOXHET, UCIYraeTcss U caMO OTCTaHeT, —
CIIPOCUJIA $1, IIapsl PYKOW O[] €€ CUIEHbEM.

— A-a-a! — 3anuacek B npunagke Onma.

Heyxenu permiia rnocieioBaTb MOEMY COBETY?

— Co MHOM cymacuienmas B kapere!

W Tak coiiger. Buenusiuasics B KapeTy MEpPTBOM XBaTKOM 3Bepiora pelyajia B TAaKT BOIUISIM CECT-
putibl. CriakeHHBIN y HUX y3T Bbiles. 7Kaib ObUIO HapyLIaTh.

Hairynas cBedy, Bckounsa Ha HOru. Cuitolt MbICIH 3aKI71a (PUTHIIb U ¢ pa3Maxy BIledaTasia ero
MIPOMEX I71a3 KPOBOXKAJHON MOPIIBI.

B3BbIB, 3Bepb oTHIATHYJICA. Ero Tymika oTKJIOHWIACh K MeJIbKaloIel Ha MOJTHOM XO[y 3eMJIE.
Jlambl IepHY/TUCH B BO3JyXe M KOITH OHOH M3 HUX IOJIOCHYIM MeHs 1o pyke. OXHyB OT 6o, 5
3a)a’a JIaJloHb.

CBanMBIIMCh Ha BCE YETHIPE JIATIbL, 3BEPIOra JpariaHyJia K JIECY, TEMHEIOILEMY PBAHOU IMPOKON
TI0JIOCOW Ha TOPU30HTE.
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— Beru-6eru! Ytob6 s Te0s1 6:113K0 BO3JIe KapeThl He Bujea! — ¢ OoJbIield 101 OpaBa/ibl po-
KpUyaja eMy BJIOTOHKY s JUIsi COOCTBEHHOrO YcrokoeHus. — M 1pykKoB cBoux mnpuxBatu! MHaue
TMOJIETAT KJIOUKH T10 3aKOYJIOUKaMm!

N3naneka noneccs crpaminelid Bod. CecTpa Bblllyumsia IJla3a v MpeKpaThiia BOIUTb CUPEHOI.

HeoxunaanHo cras BOJIKOIaKOB OTCTYIMIIA K Jiecy. Kapera npoexasa HeMHOro BIiepes U OCTa-
HOBUJIACh.

JBeplia KapeThl pHIBKOM PaclaxHyJach, K HAM 3aryisiHY/I My’KUYMHA C TIOQHATHIM 3a0pajioM Ha
nuieme. I1o ero iy crekan noT, CMEHIaHHBIN ¢ HEBECTh OTKY/A B3sIBILEHCs KpoBblo. Camoe yIuBU-
TeJIbHOE, YTO HA HEM CaMOM He ObLJIO LIaparvH.

— He nocrpananu?

— Her, TONBKO HEPBHI OTpENAJIN.

OsMa MKHYJIa ¥ BBITapalliiila Ha CTPaKHUKA IJ1a3a.

— OmHa... — mpoxpuriesa cecTpula 1 Mokasajia Ha MeHsl IpOKalliM MaJIbLEM.

CoBceM y Hee IJI0XO C CECTPUHCKMMU 4yBCTBaMH — 4yTb 4TO, Cpa3y kKaJlyeTcs.

— IlpusHaio, BuHOBara! I 3axria ceedy.

CTpaXHUK CypOBO CABUHYJ OPOBH.

— bnaropoanas cevipa. ..

— 3Haio, 3Ha10. CBEUKHU TETSAM HE UTPYILKHU.

— He ciymiaiite ee, — ppIBKOM BCKOYMJIa HA HOTH CECTPULIA, YAAPHJIACh FOJIOBOI O HU3KHI IOTO-
JIOK KapeThl U cenia o0paTHo. — Ee morapanan Boikoiax!

Barisin momoOpeBIniero crpaxka MeTHYJICS K Moel 3axkatoil pyke. TyT e aBe mapsl 1a3 cia-
’KEHHO YCTaBUJIMCh Ha MEHsI, KaKk Ha 00OpOTHS B MoroHax. [1ogo3puTenbHO HaCTOPOKEHHO.

— Ilokaxwure pyky.

My:x)urHa MeJJIEHHO MOTSHYJICS K HO)KHAM Ha Tosice.

— Yto0sI BH ee oTpyorn? Hu 3a uro!

— He nypure! Bonkognaku — noposxaeHust Maruu. Pany HyKHO Ipukedb YEPBOHHBIM OTHEM
Xaoca, MoKa 5171 He 0OpaTHJI BaC B JKUBOTHOTO.

OH BBIHYJT M3 HOXKEH OOBIYHBIN Ha BUJ M€Y, U KIIMHOK OXBATUJIO OPAHXEBOE C 30JI0THIMHU BCIIO-
JIOXaMH I1J1aMsl.

He xouy craHoBuTBCS1 000pOoTHEM. [TOBHIIIIEHHAs BOJIOCATOCTH MHE HE TTOWET.

[TpuroToBUBIIKCH K KTyder O0JH, 32KMYPUB TJ1a3a, MPOTSAHYJIA CTPAKy PAHEHYIO PYKY.

— Hpyryo.

OxoHuaTeIbHO 3aIyTaBUIMCh, HE [IOHUMAsl, YTO OT MEHS XOTAT, 51 YCTABUJIACh HA MYKUMHY.

— Ha Helt Her oTrmetuHsbl, — Bonpoc «Kak», 04eBUIHO, BHIPA3UTEIBHO MPOCTYIHII HA MOEM
nvue. — Bbl yBepeHsl, uTo Bac paHuin?

— Bonkomak mosocHys KortssMu mo ee pyke. S cama Buaena! — BockimkHyna Osnma. Bow,
KpPOBb JJa’Ke OCTaJIach.

VY06paB Meu B HOKHBI, MyKUMHA XMYPO TIOKOCHUJICS HA MEHSI.

W3-3a IIMHHOTO S3bIKA CECTPUILIBI HEPUSATHOCTEN HE 00EpYCh.

— Ckopee Bcero 00 OCKOJIKH, 3aCTpsIBIIME B OKOHHOH pame, Mope3aiach, — BHITEPEB 3aCOX-
LIyI0 KPOBb O ILJIaThe, IpUAyMajia IpaBavByI0 OTTOBOPKY . Cama He MOHMMaJia, YTO IIPOU30LLIO,
HO BBISICHSITh CO CTPaKeM 4yJecHOe HcIeJieHre ObUIO He JIydIlel ujaeei. — f nenuTenpHua, cama
HE 3aMeTHJIa, KaK Nope3 3a/IeunJia.

[Tpo uenuTepHUITY TKHYIA MajblieM B HeOO U Tonasa.

— HemuTenpHuna — 3T0 XOpOIo. Y HAC TaM MHO. ..

— He crowur, — 51 o6opBazia Ha MoayciaoBe cTpaxa. — S HauMHaroIast HeaUTeTbHUIIA.

— Ilonnmar. [Jap HeJaBHO MPOCHYJICS, — CJIErKa MOHUKIIKMM T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC MYKUYMHA.
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— He Bepsre eii! Kakas nenmurensauia! Ona Bogauk! OTKyga y mara, BJIQJCIONIEr0 BOJOH,
B3ATbCS MaruM LEJUTENbCTBA, KOTOpas HANpsMYIO CBs3aHA C 3eMJlel? — FHEBHO TOIHYJIa HOTou
Onma. Bonee pa3bspeHHOro B3MIsija s Mpex/e He Buaenaa. Ee Juio mpruoOpesio myHIOBBIN OTTEHOK.

— He Bce cecTpbl OTKPOBEHHBI JIpYT C IPyroM, — HAMEKHYJIa 51 Ha oOalaHue JIPyroil Marueu.
He Buns mHOrO BHIXOJA, MpHIleUaTaia: — Y Bac €cTh JPYroe OObsICHEHUE 3aKUBJICHUS CCaJMHBIY..
A tak u nymana.

Crpax XMBIKHYJI ¥ IOKMHYJI KapeTy, 3aKpbIB 32 COOOH JBEpILy.

Hanonro 3apepxuBarbes He cranu. Ctpaxu ObICTpO ceOsl MOAIaTa I, U Mbl TPOHYJIUCH B ITyTh.
Pa3mMsaATh HOrM He TpejsIaraiy, a mocje HaraeHus 3Bepell Mbl CAMU Ha YJIMILy HE PBAJIHCh.

[Nocnenaue yace exanu B nomyMmpake. [TopbiBbI BeTpa 3a1yBajiv B pa30MTOE OKHO, ¥ 3aHABECKA
MIOCTOSIHHO TpernbIXajiach. 30J0TUCThIE KPOHBI AEPEBLEB U MOXKYXJIAsl TPaBa MOCTENIEHHO CMEHUJIHChH
HACBIIIIEHHO! 3€JIEHBIO.

— MpI nogbeskaeM! — ¢ TOpAIIMME OT BOCTOPra IJ1a3aMu MPUHUKJIA K OKHY OnMa.

Ha Bbesze B cronuily Hac octaHoBWIM. Kapay ibHbli 3aryIsiHYIT B KapeTy, CIPOCHIT HAllIM UMEHa,
CBEPUJICA C 3alIUCAMU B CBUTKE U TOJIBKO IOTOM HAC ITPOITYCTHUJIA. KapeTa IIOKaTHJIacCh 110 BHIMOIIICH-
HOU KaMHEM YJIUIIE, ¥ 51 He CMOTJIa He pa3aeuTh Boctopr Onmbl. [TycTh MBI M1 paI0BaJIMCh 11O PA3HBIM
npuyrHaM. OHa — BO3MOXKHOW BCTpeYe ¢ UMIIEPaTOpoOM, a 51 — BUIY U3 OKHA.

PockolHblie aprucTOKpaTiueckre 0COOHSIKH, ABYXITaXHbIE MOCTPONKH, MO (hacaay yKpalieH-
Hble JIEMHUHOH. YXOXXEHHBIE YJIO4YKH, IO KOTOPBIM JICHMBO ITPOXa)XHUBAJIUCh TOPOXAHE B IIbILI-
HBIX HapAdaX, KaM30JlaX M JKaKEeTax. I[CTI/I B O6HOCKaX IIHBIPATIN MEXKAY HUMH, HOPOBA CTAIUTDH
KoIIIeJIbku. MuMo IMPOHOCUJIMCH CIICIAIIUE OTKPLITHIC ITOBO3KU.

Bo3snuiia rmpoexai 10 KOHIIA yJIUIIbl, CBEPHYJ M OCTAHOBWIICS TIepe] BRICOKUMH BOPOTAMHU.

— 3akaTHbIIA 3aMOK ! — TPOMKO OOBSIBUII CTPaK.

Bopota GeciryMHO OTKpPBUIACH, U ClIETKa MOKAYMBAsCh, KapeTa MOKATHIIAChH JaJblle, Yepes3
KUBOITMCHYIO aJIJICIO C IBETYIIMMU KYCTaMM, YbH LIBETHI BHCITHC ITOXOAWJIM HA PO3HI. OTpHI[ OCTaJICA
32 BOPOTaMH.

Cpazy 3a IIBETOYHOM ajlieell HAYMHAJICS BEJTMKOJIETTHBIN Mapk. B Hem Out Gonbinoi (oHTaH,
Opr)KGHHbeI KaME€HHbIMU CUICHbAMU. HOI[CTpH)K@HHLIe ra3oHbl, CTaTyH U3 JKABOM 3€JICHU, BCEBO3-
MOXKHBIE IBETHUKHU, CJIOBHO COLICOIINE C JKMBOITMCHOM KapTHHLI.

MBbI nogbexau K napagHoMy BXOMY, I7ie OOHAPYKIJIHCh APYyTue SKUNaxu. Jlakei ¢ HOKJIOHOM
OTKPbUT JBEPb, ¥ Mbl IPUCOSAUHIIIUCH K OCTAIBHBIM YYaCTHHUIIAM OTOOPA.

OrpoMHbIf 3aMOK ¢ OallleHKaMy U IMTIWISMHU MOTPsical KpacoTol U BenmureM. K Hemy Bena
IIPOKAasi JIECTHULIA U3 TEMHO-CEPOro KaMmHs. [IBa MpaMOpPHBIX BOJIKOJJIaKa Ha BEPXHUX CTYIEHSIX
cTeperyiv BXoj. B1osb OKOH pociii BEICOKUE KYcTh po3. [To 6GokaM OT J0poru CTOsUIM HU3KKE KaMeH-
HBIE CKAMEHKHU.

Tem BpeMeHeM K HaM MPHOIU3IIACH JOPOJHAs KEHIMHA B TOaX, pe3BO HIypIla JTUHHOM
100KOM.

— 4 ynpasnsoniasi ordopa u oOpaiainTech KO MHe UCKTIounTenbHO nouteHHas pupa. Ceii-
SIpbl, HATIOMHMHAIO, BBl MPOIUTH TPEIBAPUTENBHBIA OTOOp, a He cTayiu umrneparpunamu. CoBeTyio
BECTH ce0sl CIep’KaHHO U He yCTpauBaTh Ha IyCTOM MeCTe CKaH/1aJIbl. B 3aBHCMMOCTH OT 1apa ¥ poo-
CJIOBHO# Ha BpeMst 0TOOpa K BaMm OyJeT pUCTaBJIeHa JINYHAS TOPHUYHAS, TIOJIAralolasics 1o cTarycy.
[No nprcBOeHHOMY HOMepY OyeTe MPOXOIUTh STAITbl COCTSI3AHUM.

Pacnipenenenue nmpoBoansIoch B TOCTUHOM, TI0 pa3Mepam MPeBOCXO/SAIIEN KOJIbHBIN aKTOBBIT
3as. Kyzna st BMecTe ¢ OCTabHBIMU YYaCTHUIIAMU M SIBUJIACH, TIOCIIYIITHO TIOCIEIOBAB 32 YIIPABJISIO-
1ien.

— W xto npugyman otoopbi? — NOCIBIIIAJICS HETPOMKHUH CTpafaibyecKuii ronoc cooky. — Kara-
nack OBl cefiuac Ha cBoelt KpblaTke wim cTpesisiia u3 JTyka.

— Tebs 3acTaBuIM yyacTBOBaTh? — IMETIOTOM YAMBUIIACH 5.

— A 1ebs Her?
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Sl HeonpeeIeHHO MoXaa IieyaMu.

— He ocraBuim BbIOOpa? — OCysKAaiole MOKayaia TOJTOBOH JIEBYIIKAa B TEMHOM BHUIITHEBOM
JOPOXHOM TUIaThe. Bhloluecs: CBeTIble JIOKOHBI 04apOBaTeIbHO 00OpaMIISIA €€ JIUIIO, B TITyOOKHX
KapuXx I71a3ax CBETHJICS MSTEXHbIA BhI30B. Heserko Oyaer ummneparopy, eciy BHIOOp MajieT Ha Hee.

— Bpoze Toro, — npusHajiach 1.

— Mens Keitapa 30ByT, — ApyKemoOHO YAbIOHYIaCh HOBAsI 3HAKOMas.

— CuaHa, — OTBETHJIA C YJIBIOKOA.

— Haperoch, Thl HUYETo Ha Beyep He 3aljIaHMpOBasa, Mbl TYT JI0 YKUHA 3aCTPSTHEM.

— Ilouemy? — HacTOpOXKHMIIACH £1.

Hey:xenu npo3nanu o noqmene?

— CHavaJsia pacrpenessT BbICHIYIO 3HaTh, IOTOM TeX, KOMY MOBE3JI0 MEHbIIE, a 3aTeM OCTaB-
mmxcst. [ocneanue BHIOBIBAIOT OnHM M3 TepBbIX. Co caaObM JapoM JOJITO HE MPOAepPKaThCs.
Kowneuno, ycunmutenu maruu momoryii Osl. Ho OTKyna ieHsru y pasopusiierocst poga?

Knare npencrosino nonro. Ouens gonro. ['ocTuHas BMeIaia oKoJio MOMyCOTHH IEBYIIEK, Opo-
CaloNIMX JAPYT Ha Apyra MPUCTAIbHbIE B3IJISIbL.

PasroBopbl HEOKMTAHHO CTUXJIM. YUACTHHMIIBI, CTOSIIIIME OJIMKE BCEro KO BXOAY, PaCCTYITHIIUCH,
MpoITycKasi uMreparopa. Mbl CTOsUIM Y OKHA, U IaBKa HAC He I0CTHTIIA. 3a HUM CJie[JoBaJIa PUIMYHAS
CBUTA — CIUIONIb OHHA KPACaBIIbL.

— 41 3nat0 ero!

MBbI He MeHee YeM Yac Ha3a/l PaclpoIlAIUCh C TPEIBOIUTENIEM CTPaKel, U BOT OH CHOBA ITEPEJIO
MHOM. be3 nutema u gocnex, B napagHoM KocTiome. YepHOBOIOCHI My)XKUMHA, B 3€JIEHOM MTpUTaJIeH-
HOM CIOpPTYKE, OH IIeJT YyTb 103311 UMIIepaTopa.

— Koro? — Keitapa npociienia 3a Moum B3mIsiioM. — A-a-a. .. Ceiip bpuH, uzBectnas ¢purypa B
KoposeBcTBe. TeMHBIN CTpaxk, CBOAHBIN OpaT UMIlepaTopa U camasi BIusITeNIbHasA (purypa B 3aKaTHBIX
3emuisix. [locie nMrieparopa, KOHEUHO.

Tomoc neBymniku caenancs pazapaxkeHHbIM. [1o oqHOI el N3BeCTHBIM PUYMHAM, OHA er0 HeJlo-
moOnuBaIa.

— Y10 OH M apyrue cerpsl 3a0bUTH 311€Ch? — C TPYAOM MPUIIOMHIIA ST MECTHBIA TUTYIL.

— OueBunHO Besib. OHM B MOMCKAX BBIFOTHON mapTd. [IpuIum 3akiovaTh BBITOAHBIE TS
MMIIEPUH U UX POIOB COIO3bI, — IIENOTOM PACKpbLIa MHE OpayHylo CXeMy HOBasi 3HaKOMasl.

— Panbliie 03HaKOMUTBCS CO CIICKOM YYaCTHUIT HeJb3s1 ObUIO?

3HAKOMCTBA CO CIMBKAMHM 3aKaTHOW MMIIepUu oOeramm 3aTsHyThesl. Keilapa Opocuia B3risig
Ha MOIO HEJJOBOJIbHYIO MOP/IAIIIKY U ITOJAMUTHYJIA.

— B cBUTKe MMeHa 1 TUTYJIBI, a TYT MOJTHBIA HaOop. CaM MOCMOTPUINB U ceOsl MOKaKEIIb BO
BCel Kpace.

Ona MHe 0IHO3HAYHO HPABUJIACH.

— [IpuBeTtcTBYyIO Bac, cersipbl! — TpOMKO npou3Hec umrnepatop. OH He Kpuval, HO ero 6apxaTu-
CTBI} TOJIOC MSITKOM BOJIHOW pasJieTesics 1o rocTuHoi. Marus. .. — MHorue npoaesnaiy JOJIruid MyTb,
1 y Bac OyJeT BpeMs OTIOXHYTh C JOPOTH.

OH OBICTPO 3aKOHYMII C TPUBETCTBEHHOMN PEYbI0 M B TOCTUHOM 3a3BYy4Yasl BHICOKOMEPHBIH I'0JI0C
yrpassiomei. Morna cebe no3Boiuth. OHa-TO CTOsIIA PSIIOM C CaMUM UMIIEPaTOPOM, & MBI CMOT-
peJiv Ha Hero, CUMTai, u3JajieKa.

— IlepBoe ucnbITaHUME COCTOMTCS 3aBTpa BeuepoM. Bl Oynere opuimManbHO MpeacTaBieHbl Ha
Oajty uMIiepaTtopy u OJ1aropoqHbIM celipamM HaXOSAIIMXCS B TIOUCKAX CYIPYT.

Te camble OaropomHble CEHpBI, POBHOM IIepeHrol crosiure no3aau Ero Benuectsa, otieHn-
BaIOIIle OCMATPUBAJIH TOJITY MPETeHAEHTOK. OYeHb «OIaropogHo».

JlaJipIiie Mo TOMUTETbHBIE Yachl OKUIAHUS.
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I'naBa 4

CHavasia HaM MpeACTaBIIIM MYKUKH, IEPEUMCIIUB UX TIOJTHOCTBIO POJIOCIIOBHBIE, HATIOMHUB, 32
KaKue 3aCJyTH UX MPeAKH ObUTH MOOLIPEHBI, IOTOM MEpeluTd K yJacTHUIAM oToopa. [eByika, ube
uMms ObUIO Ha3BaHo, oaxonuia K [llpuae u nonyyasa KoY U3 CBSA3KM Ha ee Mosice.

— To1 Koro-HuOynb BeOpana, Kefiapa? — pemmia 51 pa36aBUTh OXUJAHUE HUYETo He 3Havaren
oOecenoi.

— 3auem? { 3amyx He cOOMPAIOCh.

JleByIlIKa Tak BbIpa3UTEIbHO HA MEHsI IOCMOTPEJIa, TOYHO MHE ObUIO Jaxe 3aIpelieHo JyMaTh
uHaye. He To, 4TO BCIyX BO3pakKarh.

— Cama xoro npurnagena? Cenpa Crapra, 3opaHa, [Jokcra? — qykaBo crpesisiia Ila3KaMH B
Myk4nH Kenapa.

— MHe 6e3 pa3HHULIbI, — IPU3HAIACH 1, HE 32 {yMbIBASCh.

— 41 cipimana, uto pox Onb3eck Ha rpaHU pa3opeHHsi, HO YTOOB HACTOJIBKO BalllM JieJ1a ObLIN
IUIOXU, HE OKU/1aNa, — MPUIIUIA K HEBEPHbIM BBIBOJIAM. .. HABEPHOE, YiKe MOpyra.

— Ham pon u 6e3 Moeii xkepTBbI He POMAJIET, — 3aBEPUJIa €€ M YCTPEMUIa B3IJIsI Ha CECTPHILY.

Omna ycrienia 003aBeCTUCh HOBBIMU 3HAKOMBIMH. BO3MOXHO, OHM 1 paHblIie ObLIA 3HAKOMBI, TaK
KaK pa3roBapyBaJii Kak cTapele noapyru. He ymoskas.

Hassanu ouepennoe nms. OnHa U3 ee NOApyr B3APOTrHYJa, MPOCHsIa YIBIOKOW U OMYAJIach
3a 3aBETHBIM KJIIOUMKOM. [Tone3Hsble 3Hakomble y Onmbl. 13 BbICIIEH 7UTHL.

— He roBopu, 4to Ha uMIneparopa Haleauiach, — IyTUBO TOJIKHY/A MeHs B 0ok Keftapa.

— He cmenmre meHsa. OH Ha Hee axe HEe IOCMOTPUT, — pa3faJicsl BIIEPEIU EXUIHbIA CMELIOK.
K Ham noBepHyJach 10 omep3eHs: MIWJIOBH/IHAas MopAallika. Bot Bposie u kpacaBulia, a BevyatjieHue
MIPOU3BOIUT OTBPATUTEIIBHOE.

— Hy, Te6e oH Bpsa M goctaHercs. PhljiomM He BbIlUIA, — OTBETHJIA 51 BIIOJIHE BEXKJIMBO.

Katoch, He cTOMIIO ee cpaBHUBATh CO CBUHbSIMU. 3psl 00MeN1a )KUBOTHBIX.

— be3ponnas nuiebeiika! — B3opBasach 3auMHIIMIA U 3aMaxHY/lach Ha MeHsl. [lepexBaTuB pyky,
3aHECEHHYIO I yJapa, s 3aBejia €€ 3a CIIMHY 3aaupbl. 3ps, YTO JIM, XOOWIa Ha 131000 B JeTCTBe?
OCHOBBI HUKOTJa HE 3a0bIBAIOTCS.

— Ceiisipel, 4TO y BaC NPOUCXOAUT? — BCIONOIMIACH yrpasisonas. CIoKHO OblIO He 3aMe-
TUTh HAIly TIOTACOBKY.

— Huuero oco6eHHOTO, MOBTOpsieM MpaBHJia STUKETA.

Nmnepatop BMecTe ¢ BprHOM, oHavyaly ABUHYBILIMECS K HaM, YCIIBIILIAB MO OTBET, OCTaHO-
BuuTCh. Celipbl BriepBbIe 32 BpeMsi TPeObIBaHMS B TOCTUHOW OKMBUIIHCH. HeT Obl pa3HATh, OHM ITpeji-
now rasets. Tearp abcypaa.

— Ioxoxe, mbI ¢ cenpoit OJb3eCK APYT Apyra He NOHSJIM, — C HAUTPAHHBIM PACKassHUEM IIPO-
u3Hecna 3aaupa. 1 ropasno tuie npoueanna: — OTHycTH. ..

4 oTrycTria ee pyKy ¥, He CHIIBHO Ha/IaBUB Ha CITMHY, OTTOJIKHYJIa OT CeOsl.

— MsI ¢ T060#i couTemcsi, — He 000paunBasiCh, MPUTPO3MIIA JaMouKa. Thy Thl, cepoukKa. ..
cerpylledka. .. Beimuio eme xyxe. Craock. VX TUTY/1 HE CKJIOHSIETCS.

—UnyHbs. .. — gajplie nomnuio 3y0oapoouTeIbHOE TIEPEUMCIICHNE TUTYIIOB, a TI0 X OKOHYaHHUIO
3a7Mpa ¢ ropAbiM, Ha/IMEHHBIM BUIOM JBUHYJIACh BIIEPE.

— Ona panbHas poactBeHHuna Ceemioro Crpaka, — menHyna Keiiapa, kak Obl HaMeKasi, 4To
s Hakuiia ceOe MPUBUIIETMPOBAHHOIO Bpara.

[Myctsb B ouepenp craHoBuTCs. Uyio, 1 10 Moero BMematenscTBa y CHaHbl ObUIO JOCTaTOYHO
HeJoOpoxesaresen.
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Cryctst moTopa yaca ouepeaib Joiuia 1o Hac ¢ Keitapoii. [lepBoii BbI3BaIM MOAPYTY, a Yepes
yac Bei3BaM MeHs. [locnenneit. [Ipudem cectpa nmosyumiia Ko MOYTH cpa3y 3a CBOMMU HOIPYTaMH.
Jlymaro, ieJio B OTacoBKe C pofcTBeHHUIIeH CBEeTIIoro rmpaButens. Sl HUCKOIBKO He KaJlena.

—...Cna-a-Ha! — MoBBICKIIA TOJIOC YITPABJISIONIAS, TIO3BSKHUBAsI OCTABIIMMCS KJTIOUOM Ha CBSI3KeE.

— Oii! Bl MeHs 3Banu? — NoKauMBasi HOXKKOM, cieJiajia BUJl, YTO TOJIBKO YCJIbIIIIAIa CBOE UMSI
Y CIIPBITHYJIA C TIONOKOHHMKA, KyJa 3a0pasack, yCTaB CTOSITh B oxkuaaHnu. — bery! Kakoe cuactobe!

S MenieHHO noTonaja K Heu.

Cpenu MyX4rH pa3iajiich OIO3PUTEIbHBIC TOKAIIIMBAHUS, 2 HEKOTOPbIE HE YIepKaJUCh OT
ynbiOKu. Mniepatop, Kak nojaraercs, Obul MpadeH. Bripouem, oxoxuii XMy pbiid BUJ uMel TeMHbIi
crpax ceiip bpuH.

— Ceiipa Cuana, s ipeynpexaia 0 HermoaoOaoIeM JUisl y9aCTHUI] TOBEJCHUH, — Ha TTEPBbIN
B3IJIs1/ CTIOKOMHO MpOU3HECa yrpasJisionias. Yero y Hee ria3uk aepraercsi? OHa MHE OJAMUTMBAET?
Vnauu xenaer? — HaM Kayib OyIeT C BAaMH PAcCTaBaThCs, HO OOIOCH, JaJIbIlle BTOPOrO STana Bbl HE
IponieTe.

— He paccrpauBaiitech, o6ermaio, Mbl C BAMH HECKOPO PACCTAHEMCHI.

Mens onapuinn B3risiioM «Hy noroau! Tel y MeHS MOTUISIIENTb!» ¥ BIMXHYJIM B PYKY KJIIOY
BMECTE C KE€JI€3HbIM KOJIBLIOM.

— He comueBatoch, CraHa elne Hac yAUBUT, — KOPOTKO Opocuii uMrieparop. B ero riasax 3actbut
BOIIPOC.

— 41 OBl He paccuMThIBaJIA, — cpasy ocekia ero. [IpeanounTana He orcBeunBath. [Iporyaku mo
caJly He BIMCHIBAIUCH B MOH TUIOTHBIH rpaduk 1o nodery pomon. — [IpucMoTtputech kK KoMy-HHOYIb
apyromy. K aroii... kak tam ee... Urynobe!

A 3agupa u BripaBay BeumATas fAra.

— Nnynbsa! Ee 30ByT ceitpa Wnynbs! Uk... Uk... — kaxercsa y nourennoi [lpuast ciyunsncs
He3aryIaHMPOBAHHBIN TPHIIAIOK.

— Bul MHe cBataete pyryio ceipy? — CHUCXOOUTEBHO YCMEXHYJICSI UMIIepaTop.

— He cBaralo, a coBeTyio NpurisiieTbCsi, — MOMpaBuia ero.

— 3aHATHO.

He 3Haro, yTo Tam umrnepaTop yaymad, a i, mooaaroqapys yrpasJsiolylo, TOIUIa B KOPUIOP.

Ha mutockoii Me1HO# TroIoBKe KJTloua 3HAYWIICS HoMep 69, a HaJl HUM HeueTKas 3aTeprasi HaJl-
nuch: «Puga». ms moeit ropununoii? U rae Mue ee uckathb? B kopujope HUKOro MoX0Kero Ha rop-
HUYHYIO He yBUJeNa. Pa3pskeHHbIe IEBYIIKH, XUIITHO MOMISABIBAIOIINE Ha IBEPh, COBCEM HE MOAXO0-
IWJIA HA POJTb TIPUCITYTH.

«['me 00bIYHO OTHpaeTcs mpuciyra?» — NpUHSIACh s paccykaarh. [Toomiske k KyxHe. [leBouku
Ha paboTe MOCTOSTHHO COOMPANIUCh Ha Yail B MOACOOKE, BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH TOJMEHSIsI IpyT Ipyra B
TOproBoMm 3asie. C STUMH MBICIISIMU 5T HAIPABMJIACH HA TIOUCKU TOPHUYHOM. Jlopory pelmia 10BepuTh
ypuaieMy xkexyaky. ['onon He TeTka, 1 Jo KyXHH JOBeJeT.

[poiins yepe3 yepeqy KOMHAT, CHSIOIIMX COBEPIIEHCTBOM, ABUHYJACH BIOJIb OpaHKEpEH,
3aMOJIHEHHON YAMBUTENIBHOW PACTUTEIBHOCTHIO M CBEPHY/IA B OIMH M3 OOKOBBIX MPOXOI0B. YTO OKa-
3aJI0Ch OYeHb KCTaTH. B KOHIIEe 3aKyTKa 0OHAPYKUJIaCh TOMYPO3padHast JBepb Ha KyXHIO. ATIIETUT-
HBIE apOMAaThl PA3IUINCh B Bo3myxe. He 3ps nckana. He Halioy ropHHUYHYIO, TaK TIEPEKyIITy.

Sl moTsiHynach K IBEPHOM pyuyke, HO TYT OHa OTKPbLIACh M YyTh HE yaapuia MeHs 1o jioy. 51
ycriesia OTCKOYUTh B CTOPOHY, & BOT MUHOBATh CTOJIKHOBEHHMSI HE YAAJI0Ch.

00 KOro-To 6OJIBLHO yAAPUIIACH TUICUOM.

— Cmotpu ceOe 1o HOTH, a He TI0 CTOPOHaM! — BBIPYTaIiCh 3HAKOMBIM T'OJIOCOM.

S monHsina miaza. [lepego MHOM CTOSLT JieKaphb.

Ha-na! ToT campblii Jiekapb, 32 KOTOPOTrO JOKHA ObUIA BHIATH 3aMyx OyMa, a OH HAOMBAJICS
MHE B mysxbs. [Tycts He cpa3y, HO s y3Hana ero. M on Obu1 cTpatHo 3071. [Tycts 1 Heponro.
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— Ceiipa Cuana? — B pacTepsiHHOCTH MOPrHYJI Jiekapb. — [Ipoctute, 3T0 MHE HY’KHO CMOTPETh
KyZ1a uiy.

Tonoc y Hero cnenascs u3BuHsoNMiAcs. Heysxenu v mpaBaa coxaieer o JOMyIIeHHO! rpy0o-
cru? He yBepena. He BHyIman on 1oBepus. A s Belb 1aXke IMEHHU €ro He 3HaIO.

— Bel mporrensl, — oTo3Banach BexmMBO. He cTomio 100aBisiTh BparoB K yxke MMEIOIIMCSI.
Tem Goee n3-3a BCAKHX MYCTSAKOB.

— Yero Bcran, kak BkonanHbii? Tomait orciona! Hudero st Tebe He ckaxy! — ¢ HeroqoBaHWeM
MPOBOpYAJIa €My B CIIMHY BBICOKAS, Xy/asl *KEHIIMHA, 3aCJIOHUBINAS TBEPHOM MTPOEM.

[NepBoe, 4TO OPOCKIIOCH B TJIa3a — MBIIIHAS C TPOCEIbI0 KOMTHA BOJIOC, EPIIMKOM TOpYaInas B
cropoHsl. Ee cTporue cBeTio-kapue ri1asza pasapaxeHHo onecrenu. Ha 0y, mexmy OpoBsaMu 3a1eriv
r1yOOKHE MOPIIMHKY, MPUAaBasi XyJOIABOMY JIMITY CypOBBIi BUI.

— Byay ¢ HetepnienneM sxaTh Halel BCTpeur! — ropsvo 3aBepuiid MEHs, U JIeKapb 3aTOpoO-
MIWJICS BIIEpE/1 TI0 KOPUAOPY.

He monsna? OH moenan MHe mornacTh B OonpHIUKY? MiHave, 3a4eM Obl HaM BCTpevaThCs.

— TeGe yero HyxHO? — He cOaBIIIa HEJOBOJIBHBINA TOH keHIIMHA. — Tomait orciona! CoBcew,
YTO JIM, pa3yYWIMCh IOHUMATh 3arOPCKUNA S3BIK ?

[Mpoknstee! S 1 MpaBIa MOHMMAIO YYXOH S3BIK, OynTO poaHou! M moyeMy paHblile HaJ 3TUM
HE 3ayMajiach. BEIXOOUT, Marvsi Toro Mupa cpa3y u3MeHIIa MeHsI TOf Hero.

— IoGpeiit Beuep, s TYT My CBOIO TOPHUYHYIO — Pujty, — mpon3Hecaa Kak MOXHO ApYKeTo0-
Hee. [ToHa1oOUTCs MOMOIITb — U C BOJIKOIIAKAMH OOIIUI SI3bIK HAIEIb.

— 51 Puna! Tebe vero Hago?

— 4l Bamma rm. .. — MHTYMIMS MIOJCKa3bIBaJIa — IIPO TOCMOKY HE CTOMJIO TOBOPUTb. — . ..TIO/IOTIEY-
Hasl.

— Ceiipa Cuana? — s kuBHYyJa. JIMIIO KeHIIUHBI pa3riIauioch, a B3MJIs CTAl CaMyI0 MaJIOCTh
noopee. — D10 0 TeOe MEHsI BTOPO JIeHb paccrpaimBaioT ceripbi? CoBceM paboTaTh He JAlOT, Kap-
Ky/abl!

VYcrplmap He3HAKOMOE CJIOBO, HE CTasla MepeclpaliiBarh, Kakylo 3Bepiory OHa UMesia BBHIY.
Hacrosimas Cuana 1oymkHa 3HaTh.

— 3amyumin? — IOCOYYBCTBOBaIA 51 eil. — UTo ke oHM xoTenu?

He cmorna s ocratbesi paBHOAYIIHOM.

— IIpo Maruio TBOIO CripalyBajy, I1e MOCEeTUIM XOTeu 3HaTh. Ko s mpuciyxuBaio Tebe,
pasBe Bce JOJIKHA 3HATh? — BOpYasia KeHIMHA.

— 3auem Bam oHO? BhI He Kakas-HUOYIb MPHUCITyTa, a TIOMOIIHUIIA U HACTaBHUIIA. Bara o0s-
3aHHOCTb XPAHUTh TAHBI TOAONIEUHOM, — MOJILCTIIA 5. MHe 3apaHee OTBEJIM MOCeJHee MECTO, CTIOP
CO CKJIOUHOM JieBuiiel ObUT HU Tipy YeM. HakazpiBam 3a orpasienue. He Memmanio xots Obl pacmosio-
KHTh K ceOe TOPHUYHYIO.

— IpaBuibHo, 51 momornHUIa! M HactaBHuIa! — Hanw1a 5 Ja3edKy K cepilly KeHIIUHbL. — 3a
MHOM! — CKOMaHJ0BaJj1a OHa.

INon xanoObl HA BpeJHBIX YYACTHUI] OTOOpA MBI MPOIUIM B XOJUI, IOTOM TMOJHSUIMCH HA BTO-
POIi 3Tax, Iie B KOHIIE KOPUAOpa OThICKANAch ImycTast KoMHaTa. I1o oTrmevaTky Moeii pyKu BOIILIH B
XOpOMBI. §I 3HaJIa, YTO HAXOXKYCh B 3aMKe, HO HE AymaJjla, 9TO MHE OTBEJyT KOposieBcKue nokou. [1o
KpaiiHell Mepe, MHE Tak [0Ka3aJloch, 110CJIe JBYXKOMHATHOUN KBApPTUPKH, T/I€ 51 C CEMbEH I0TUIIACh.

Cgetioe, MpOCTOpHOE TOMelleHre. B HACTEHHBIX MOAICBEYHUKAX TOPEIM MarndecKue CBEeUH.
[omyOble SI3bIKM TUTAMEHM MSTKO OCBEIIANIM CHaibHIO. Yepe3 OTKPHIThIE IUPOKKHE apOyHble OKHA
3ayBaJl MPOXJIAJAHBIN BETEPOK, MPUHOCSIINI BEYEPHIOI0 CBEKECTh. B IIeHTpe CTosiIa ImupoKas Kpo-
BaTh, 3aCTEJICHHAS] KPEMOBBIM MOKPBHIBAJIOM, HAITPOTUB HEE TPEJIbsIK C OBAIBHBIM 3epKajioM. B naiib-
HEM YIJIy KOMHATbl PacloIOKWICS OTPOMHBIN, IOUYTH Ha MOJIOBUHY CTEHBI TUIATSHOW 1IKag, y OKHa
YCTPOWJICS YIOTHBIW IMBaH C YallHbIM CTOJIMKOM.
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S HenoOBepUMBO XJIOMAJIa TIa3aMu, TIEPEBOAS B3IV C KPOBATU CO B3OMTHIMU MOAYIIKAMU HA
OTKPHITYIO ABEPb B KYNAJIbHIO. B IIMPOKYIO I11e/Ib OTUETIIMBO MPOCTYNAIM OYepTaHust OacceiHa.

— He campie nyuriime nokou, — U3BUHSIIONIMMCS] TOHOM MpousHecna Puna, pacctuias mocresb.

— [lyture? KomHara uynecHa! — He cTaja s JIyKaBuTh. | OpHUUHAsI, HET, TOMOIIHUIIA, OLIAJIENIO
rocMoTpesia Ha MeHsl. {1, Kaxercsi, cOonTHy/a aumHee. s nognepxanus odpasa, Tpelalero mno
I1BaM, MosicHUJIa: — He o010 M3IUIIHIO POCKOIIIb.

— U nmpaBuibHO, — moxBayiviia Puaa, CKphIBIIMCH B KyNaJibHEe U OTTYJa, BMECTe CO 3ByKaMU
OyJIbKAIOIel BOJIBI, CHOBA pa3falicsl ee rojoc: — Yem MeHblle XxjiaMa U Oe3eyiek, TeM MeHbIIe
XJIONOT MO MO/IePKaHuIo IopsiaKa. BaHHa yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT OyzieT rotoBa. S moimy 3a yxu-
HOM, — 0OBsIBUJIa OHA, BEPHYBLINCH B criayibHI0. — Jlo0aBb cama ceGe Macio, B30ei reHy. CBexue
TMOJIOTEHIIA Hailjienb B mKady, — U 3aKpblUia ABEPb.

B mkady napwn uneasnbHblii nopsaok. IlonoTeHma iexany akKypaTHBIMHU CTOTIKAMU, Ha HUXK-
Hell TIOJIKe HaIJIOCh HIKHEe KpyKeBHOe Oellbe, TOHKUE, a)XypHbIE UYJKH, a B COCETHEM OT/IEJICHUM
BHCEJIY TIBIIITHBIE I1J1aThsl M HECKOJIBKO HAKUJIOK C KAITIOIOHAMH.

B3sB monoTeHIie co CMeHHBIM OeNbeM, s PellIvia UCKYINAThCsl TMepes YKMHOM U IO MyTH B
KYyTMaJIbHIO 3aMETHJIA Ha CTOJIE IJIOTHBIH JIMCT TIepraMeHTa ¢ 30J10ThIM TECHEHHEM 10 Kpalo.

Ito okazanock pacnucanue. C yTpa 3aBTpak, Mpo o0l cOOp He yKa3bIBAIOCh, 3HAYHUT, CITyC-
KaTbhCsl B CTOJIOBYIO He ObL10 HeoOxoaumocTH. [locrie 3aBTpaka I ypoKy My3bIKH, XOPOIIUX MaHep,
¥ 3aBepIlaJl CIIUCOK JIMYHbIE YPOKHU TaHIIEB U pyKoaesusi. MeHs o OuTeIbHBIM TPUCMOTPOM OyAyT
YUHTh BHIIIUBATh KpecTUKOM? Yikac! OcoOeHHO 3aHTepecoBasia HaimiCh B caMOM HU3Y: «CHSITEIb-
HBbIE Celpbl BEUEPOM CJIETYIOIIEro AHs MpUIamaTcs Ha O6an!». A HanpoTuB «IlepBbIil 3Tan cocTsi-
3aHUI» — CTOsIIa rasiouka. Ml HU clloBa 0 TOM, KOTJIa OH COCTOUTCS.

Heyxenu 6a craHeT niepBbIM 3Tarom otdopa?

CrpocuTb He y KOro ObLJI0, U 51 OTIIPABIIIACH B KYMAJIbHIO, COOMPAsCh MO3%ke paccpocuThb Pujy.
OKyHYBIIUCh B TETLTYIO, JYIIUCTYIO BOAY, 51 HAPOYb 3a0blj1a O MPEACTOSIINX COCTA3aHUAX, Oalax 1
ypokax stukeTa. KoMy oHU HyHBI, KOT/Ia Xypuaiias Boja JacKaeT, YCIIOKauBaeT U HABEBAET YMU-
potBOpeHue?

He 3acraB B cnanbhe Puny, st moyxuHana u, OCTaBUB MOJHOC Ha CTOJIE, IOYTH Cpa3y yCHYJIA.

— Bceragait, nexe0oka! — 1 KakoW-TO U3BEPT CTSHYI C MEHS TOK PhIBAJIO.

C uzBeprom s He onmoOack. Puna sipoctHo pactonkana MeHs. Kak Tobko s cena B OCTeNH,
elBa pa3JienuB IJ1a3a, OHA BCyYWJIa MHE MOIHOC C 3aBTPAKOM.

— Koropsiii yac? — cipocuina s, IPUKPBIB JIAA0IIKON 3€BOK.

— Cuwurail paccBeT, — CypOBBIM TOHOM HJICMOTPIIIMKA MPOCBETHIIN MEHS.

— YV MeHs nepBblil ypOK HAYHETCSI HEe paHblIe TOMYIHS! — BOBMYTHIIACH CIIPOCOHBSI.

— IlpaBusbHO, ycneens coOpatbesi. Heroxke pactpenaHHOM MOSIBASATHCA Tepen T0CTONOYTH-
MBIMH CEpaMu, — C YMHJICHUEM XJIOMOTaJIa BOKPYT TTOMOIITHHIIA.

Ona nofiokuia MHe BTOPYIO TIOAYIIKY IO/ CIIMHY, AOCTalla IUIaThe, aKKypaTHO TIOBECHIIA €ro
Ha nBepuy Imkaga. He 6e3 momorniu, moxoxe, OBITOBOW Marvu, pasriaania Melkue ckiaaku. Ee
3a00Ta OblIa MPUSITHA.

BasiBImch 3a BUIIKY, s IPUHSJIACH 332 BO3AYIIHOE HEYTO, MaxHYIee, KaKk OMJIET, U TOPCTKY
caJiara.

— 3auem Ha otOop monwia? Jloma, 9To JIM, HOPMAJIBHBIX KEHUXOB He ObUIO? — ¢ UCKpEeHHe!
3a00TOI IOMHTEepecoBasach Puna.

— Otkyna s 3Ha10? MHe oKa HOpMaJlbHbIE HE TTOMNa/IaIMCh, — OTO3BAJIACh s, OOPEHBKO MOJI-
LETUIs1s1 KOHYMKOM BUJIKM JIUCTUK Cajlata.

371ech Marv ¢ HEMOHATHOM Maruen, a Ha 3eMJie 3Be3JJaHyThIi Ha BCIO TOJIOBY JKEHHUX.

— A ponurenu tBom? [louemy He ocraHoBum Teds? He 3anpervmm?

— OHu He 3HaU, — OTBETWJIA 51, UMesl B BUJly MOMX HACTOSIIIIMX ANy ¢ MaMOU. 3Hail OHU, YemM
ayKHeTcsl MHe BcTpeua ¢ MiBaHOM, HU 3a 4TO ObI HAC HE CTAJIM 3HAKOMUTb.
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— Hy u nen Tel HaBOpOTHIIA, — JKAJOCTIIMBO MOKavasa rojoBoil Puna. — CoBceM neBYOHKa, HE
MOHMMAeIllb, YeM OTOOP MOXKET ayKHYThCSI.

— IIpowurpaio, BepHyCh JOMOM, — HEJOBOJIBLHO MPOOypUaa 5.

Bo3sBpararbscst B 4yKoil 3aMOK OX Kak HE XOTEJIOCh.

— Hukyna To1 He BepHelbesi, — Bo3paswiia Pua, v Bu y Hee IIpu 3TOM cienasicsl pa3HecJacT-
HBIA. — [Ipourpaeiis 1 OTIPABUIIILCS HAa AyKITMOH. 3aMyk TeOst BRIIAIYT 3a TOTO, KTO OOJIbIIE 30J10-
THIX OUJIOHOB OTCHITLJIET.

Hwuuero ce6e! 4 cpa3y nouyBcTBOBasia ceOst KUBBIM TOBapoM. Hy:KHO TOponuThCs ¢ BO3Bpa-
meHreM nomoi. Ho eire BakHee nmocraparbesi He BBUIETETh ¢ OTOOpA.

— Pupa, pa3noOyzaeris MHe acTpaibHBIN KPUCTATLT?

OH HyXeH ObUT MHE, YTOOBI TIOATSHYTH 3HAHUSI O HOBOM MUPE, KOJIU TIPUIETCS 3aJepKaThCsl.
CBoii He puCKHYJIa 3a0MpaTh U3 3aMKa. BApyr ecTh MpuBsA3Ka K MECTYy.

— AcTpaJbHble KPHUCTAJUTHI HE TIOJIOXKEHBI y9acTHUIaM. Haiiy T — uckiogar u3 orobopa, — HacTo-
STETLHO TIPEAYTPETUIA MEHS.

— Toraa THI clty4aem He 3Haelllb, I7ie B 3aMKe HaXOAUTCs OOIroTeKa?

4 ¢ Havana Hamero 3HaKOMCTBA IMOAMETMIIA, YTO MOsI TTOMOIIHUIIA O0NaaeT YPEe3BBIYAIHO
ToJIe3HON MH(pOpMaIe.

— B ceBepHOM KpbLjTe OblIa, €CITU C TPUE3I0M HEBECT He YCHJIMJIM MardecKylo 3aliTy U He
nepeMecTiv B niojizeMenbe. Tebe 3aueM? — OOMKO OMHTEpecoBasiach MOMOIIHUIA, 3a0paB y MeHs
TMOJTHOC.

— Iloiiny mpaBa cBOM U3yYarh.

[Mo TakoMy cy4alo st HeMeIIEHHO ClieTelia ¢ TIOCTENH U MOIIa yMbIBAThCS.

3acyHyB MeHs B MBIIIHOE, HEMOIbEMHOE IUIAThe, COOPYIMB Ha TOJIOBE MPUYECKY U ClieiaB
HECKOJIBKO TIIIMKOB TyXOB, Pria HaKOHeI] MO3BOJIIIa MHE TIOKMHYTh OTBEICHHBIE XOPOMBI.

He 3pst ona co MHO# Bo3miiack. TeMHBIE BOJIOCHI TSIKEJIBIM KAaCKaJOM CITyCKJIUCh JIO TOsIca.
VckycHO HaJIOKEHHBI MaKHUsIK TIOAYEPKUBAJ BHIPA3UTEIbHBIC YEPTHI JIMIIA, B YIIaX CBEPKaIU U3Y-
Mpyabl. POCCHITIb KPUCTAUTMKOB YKpaliaia CKPOMHBIN BBIPE3 IJIaThsl, PACHIMTOrO MO MO0y cepeo-
PAHOM BsA3blo. [IMHHBIE BO3IYIITHBIC PyKaBa Ha 3aIlSICThSIX MEPEXBATHIBANA U3bICKAHHBIE MAHKETHI,
oTaeIaHHbIe KpyxkeBoM. [blmHas 100Ka ¢ KpyKeBHBIM MOA00EM JIeJ1ajI0 M1aThe KAaKUM-TO HE B Mepy
MPa3IHUYIHBIM.

[NomorHuIa cama BbI3BaJIach IPOBOJUTH MEHS B OMOIMOTEKY M OTIIyYHIIACh 10 JIeJIaM, OCTAaBHB
B OJJMHOYECTBE OPOJWTH MEK BHICOUEHHBIX KHUKHBIX CTeJUTakel. S He cTaja ee ocTaHaBIuBaTh. Eii
HU K YeMy 3HaTb, O YeM s cCOOMpaJiach CIIPAIIUBATh KPUCTAILIL.
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I'naBa 5

B Hanex e HaTKHYThCSI HA KOPOJIEBCKUI aCTPaJIbHBIA KPUCTAILI, s 000ILIa JOOPYIO TTOJIOBUHY
oubmorteku. [IpocMoTpena HEKOTOpbIe KOPEIIKM KHHUT Ha TIOJKax M BIONHE cebe ycnena 3adimy-
autbest. Ho, cama He 3Halo Kak, BbIILIA K KPUCTAJUTY. B LIEHTpe 3aKyTKa, OTOpPOKEHHOM CTEJUIaKaMMU,
PacCIONOKWICA MAaCCUBHBIN, AEPEBSHHBIN CTOJI, OKPYKEHHBI MATKMMHU Kpecnamu. CBepXy HaJ HUM
TYCKJIO TOpeNU TNapsIlue, MOTPECKUBAOIINE OT pa3psAAoB Hiapuku. Ilox XpycTaabHEIM KOJITAKOM
CUSIJT TPaHSMHU HEXHO TonyOoi KpHcTaul. [lepikaTh Takylo HEONMUCYyeMylo KpacoTy B KOlOe ObLIO
HACTOAILIMM KOILYHCTBOM, HO 9TOT MUP AAJIEK OT haeasa. BUIHO, M B HEM IIPOMBILLUISAET BOPOBCTBO.
Kon6a BeInosHSAIa cBOEOOPa3HYIO 3alUTY, OrpaxJas KpUCTaJLT OT 3I0YMbIIIEHHUKOB.

4l mpukocHymack K Kojoe, ¥ TYT ke 3MeKaMu 3a0eraiy OrHEHHbIE YePBOHHbIE BCIIOJIOXH, KaK
ecu O ObUTM IIPOJIOJDKEHUEM TEMHOTO TUIAMEHH.

— IIpuserctBylo, ceripa Cnana u3 poga TepToH. .. — BblIaJ IPUATHBINA JKEHCKUI I'OJIOC U YMOJIK.
Kpucrann Moprays, M €ro rpaHv ONacHO BCIBIXHYJIM OTHEHHO-KPACHBIM ILIaMeHeM. lcimyraHHo
BCKPUKHYB, 51 OTLIATHYJIaCh, HO KOJIOA yliepkaJia pBYyILEecs Hapy:Ky IJ1aMsl. SI3bIYKY IJIaMeHH, oApa-
TYBasi, IPUIbHY/IM K MPO3pavHOii eperoposke. OroHs TperneTa u OWICs 1Mof Held, HO He MTPOpBaJICs.
3ammuTa Bblgepkaia. Bor tebe u kpacora. Kpucrayiun He Hyxkjajacs B 3amure. TO OT HEro Crosija
3aluTa.

Jla 3TOT KpUCTa/ul HY’KHO IIOMECTUTB /151 HaIe)KHOCTH B OYHKEP, HACTPOUTH YAAJIEHHbIN 0CTYI
Y 33/1aBaTh BOIPOCHI Y€PE3 3aKPBITYIO ABEPD!

I1nams nocreneHHo cnano, HO BHYTPU KPUCTAJUIa POAOJIKMAJIA MUATaTh KpacHasi TOUKA, IIOXO-
Kas Ha MasK.

— Ommoka! Bel He ceifpa Cuana u3 pona... — MOHOTOHHO OOBSIBUJ KEHCKHUI rosoc. — Bl. ..
BHI... BHI...

... ee 3aknmHMI0. EAMHCTBEHHBIN KPHUCTAIL, YTO JOKEH ObUI MHE MOMOYb, 3aBHC. BOT 1
TOJIOKUCh HA Maruio.

[MonxBaTB 100KH, 51 PUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY.

OkoJ1o nosyvaca KpyKuJja Mo 3aiyTaHHBIM IPOXofiaM OMOMOTEKH, THIETHO MBITasICh BCIIOM-
HHTH Jopory oOpatHo. CKOJIBKO HU CTapaliach, 51 HE MOIJIa ONPEIeInTh, I1e HAXOKYCh.

— Ceiipa Cuana, BbI He 3a0mynuutich? ['ocTrHas, rae coOpaarch y9acTHUIIB, HAXOAUTCS B Ipy-
IOl CTOPOHE, — Pa3JaJICsl POBHBIM IOJIOC UMIIEPATOPA, MOAOIIEANIErO c3aayu. BHelHe oH BhIIANEN
HEBO3MYTUMO-CIIOKOMHBIM.

AHTana okpykaja HeocropuMasi aypa BJIACTH, ceiiyac OHa MpOsIBJIsAIacCh B OOMaHYMBO pac-
c1abeHHON Mo3e U B LEMKOM B3rsze. [lepeo MHO#M CTOSIT ONacHbIi MMPOTUBHUK, HE CTOMJIO €0
HeIooIeHBaTh. EMy yke JO/KHBI ObUTH COOOIIMTH O MOJIOMKE KpucTaiuia. HecripocTa ke oH MeHs
OCTaHOBMUJI.

Jlenatsb B, YTO 5 CITy4aitHO KOPUAOPOM OIIHOIACh, OECCMBICJIEHHO, TIO3TOMY ITPHUIILIOCHh U300-
pasuTh CMyILEHHE:

— 41 mpunuia K KpUcTajuly, a OH OTKa3aJics OTBEYaTh HA MOU BOIPOCHI, — B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIPO-
Jeneraa s v ¢ 00MI0H 3aKOHUYMIIA: — S eMy He HpaBJIOCh.

— O 4yeMm BHI €ro CrpammBaii? — JeJSHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHIJI UMIIEpaTop, U B JIIOOOW Ipyron
IeHb Ha 3emJie OH Obl BOTHAJ MEHSI B CTYIIOP, HO Mbl B TEMHOW MUMIIEPUH U MHE HE 10 COBECT/IMBBIX
npu3Hanui. Ha KoHy Bo3BpallieHue JOMOM.

— INoxanyiicra, He 3aCTaBIANTE MOBTOPATH BONPOCH. OHU CIIMILKOM JINYHBIE, — HE PUCKHYJIA
51 eMy COBparh.

— Huyero. MeHs Cl10XKHO yIUBUTD.

— MHe HyxHa OblTa IOMOIIb KPUCTAJIa, — CHAYasIa s cTapartesbHO nogdupaia cjioBa, a ToToM
BBINAJIMJIA HA OIHOM JIbIXaHUU: — XOTeJIa y3HaTh PelenT JI0OOBHOTO 3elibs!
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— Komy ke BBI Xx0TenH ero nogmemars? — 1 OpoBbIO HE TIOBEJT IMITEpaTop.

Bpartsp Tak Hanponanyio.

—Bawm. .. — HactopoxeHHas ero BHe3aITHOM cepbe3HOCTBIO, s IyCTUIIACh B 00bsicHeHHe: — [1oHu-
MaeTe, s ¢ JeTCTBa MeuTalo o rpuHiax. O, o Bac!

CoBcem 3a0bl1a, MPUHIIB Y HUX HE B Mouere. B TeMHOI uMIepuu UMIeparopbl IEHsITCS.

— BrI 32 3TIM TOZICHUTANIM KO MHE JIBE HeJleN Has3ajl cevipa 3opaHa? Bam HykeH ObLT perient
TOOOBHOTO 3€Jbs1?

Koneuno, 3a 3tum. Cocrapiisiiia exxeMecsYHbIN OTUeT U Ipe3uia, Kak Bcrpeuy Ero Benndectso.
Cuana HaBOpOTUJIA e, @ MHE pacxJicObIBail.

— Bol He yacTo Gasmyere HapoJ JIMYHBIME BeTpedaMu. [Ipuiuioch oOpaiarkest 3a MOMOIIBIO.

Bpsin im umniepatop ycTpauBaeT exkelHeBHbIC ayJUeHIINH, TOITOMY JUKH HE 3aMETHUT.

— Bl oOpaTuiich K ToMy, KTO MPSIMO cefvac TOTOB C/IeNiaTh Bac CBOEH CYMPYrou? — CIpOCHII
OH.

Kak ;xe HeJI0BKO IOy YriIoCh. . .

— 41 He 3Hana.

— C1oXHO He 3HaTh, KOrja Tedst IPOBOXAIOT TAKUM B3IJISIIOM, — HEe TIOBEpWJI AHTaJI, HO MEHS
BOJIHOBAJIO JIpyroe.

— Kakum «takum»?

— HeBaxHo, — 4TO-TO MOXOXE€ Ha 10Cay IPOMEJIBKHYJIO B €0 B3IJISIE.

[Tpepekatbest ganplie ObUIO OECCMBICTICHHO, U 51 CaJIach.

— Kakoe Haka3zanue MeHs kJeT 3a MOIBITKY OMIOUTh BacC JIIOOOBHBIM 3€JIbeM?

— Hukakoe. £ 661 cam ¢ yIOBOJILCTBHEM 3ariep Bac B KOMHATE 3a HAIJIoe BpaHbe, HO TIPaBUJIaAMHU
0TOOpa OTCYTCTBUE YUACTHHII IPUPABHUBAETCS K MIPOUTPHIILY, 51 HE TOTOB TIOKA C BAMH MTPOIIATHCS.
Bel cimmikom 3anomMuHamomasncs yyactHuia, ceiipa Cuana. Ho emie ofgHO mpouciiecTBue — U Ml
YCTPOMM MIJIyI0 Oecety, I1ie s YCIbIIy BCe IpaBAMBbIE OTBETHI, — MPUrpo3wI umneparop. Ha ero
BHCKE 3aMepIiajia HeOOJbIas C pacIuIbIBYaTHIMU KPasiMU CBETJIasi TOUKA. MiMIiepaTtop nmpucityImaics K
YeMy-TO U IPeJI0KUIT MHE CBOIO PyKY. — Bbl onazpiBaete, Cuana. Y4acTHUIIB COOPAJIHCH B TOIyOO0it
TOCTHHOM, HE XBaTaeT JIMIIb Bac. He cTouT 3acTaBmisaTh Kaath. S MpoBOXKYy.

Otmmuno! CHauana 3amyruBaeT J10 oTepy MyJibca, a OTOM IoMollb npeiaraer. [Ipunuiocs
cornacutbes. OH 3aMOK 3HAeT Ky/ia JIydllle MeHs.

Sl monoxwuia pyky noBepx ero u, B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/]a HAIIIK TMaJIbI[bl CONPUKOCHYJIUCH, TT0 KOXe
no0Oekaa BOIHUTENIbHBIE MYpPaIIKK. S yKpa/IKoi MocMOTpesia Ha UMIIepaTopa 1 cepile, MpoIyCTHB
yzap, 3anuioch B 6erieHoM putMe. OH cMOTpest IpsIMO B TJiasa.

S v paHbIle BCTpeyasia MPUBJIEKATENIbHBIX MYKUUH, HO HE CTOJIb IpUTSAraTebHbIX. [Ipsmoi,
M3YYaIoLIHIA B3IJIS/] M UCXOMAIIAs OT MMITEpaTopa BIACTHOCTh 3aBOpaxuBaiv. Henepenasaemas yBe-
PEHHOCTb YyBCTBOBAJIACh €Ba JIM HE Ha (PU3MUECKOM ypPOBHE.

— Nnewmte, — Hactosin AHTain. OT ero 6apXaTUCTOro B3IJIsIIA, CKOJIB3HYBILETO 110 MHE, 51 CJIeTKa
pactepsiiack. OH ObUT CPOTHM JIACKOBOMY ITPUKOCHOBEHHIO TMaJbIEB. 1 pa3BOTHOBAIACH M HE CMOTJIA
OTKa3arh.

[Tpoiinsg He cremna yepe3 3amyTaHHbIE KOPUAOPHI OMOIMOTEYHOro JaOMPUHTA, MBI BBIIILIA K
BUHTOBOM JiecTHUIIE. S He BHJeNa ee Tpexae. | 0OBOKPYKUTEIbHBIN CITyCK HE OTHSUI y HAC MHOTO
BpeMeHu. JlecTHUIa BbIBENIA B IpYroi KOPUAOP, pa3BETBIISIOMIMICA B TpeX HarpasieHusax. [Ipsamo
KaK B CKas3Ke: MPsMO MOUJeIIb — KOHS, TO €CTh MPOBOXATOrO MOTepsiellb (ara, 3Ha4MT, YCTPOMIIH
3acay yYacTHMIIB HA MMIIEpAToOpa); HarmpaBo — ceOsl MoTepsielllb, MOUETYHUNKH B TIOXOJHYIO MPO-
rpaMMy He BXOIAT (4TO AHTaJI LIeTTyeTCsl HeTJIOXO, 51 ObliIa yBepeHa, TaKUe My KUKH MHAYe HE YMEIOT);
HaJIeBO MOWAENIb — 00a cruHeM. He TaM i mMIiepaTtopckoe Kpbulo pacrosaraercsi?

— Hawm ciona, — motsiHys1 MeHst BOOK ITPOBOKATHIA. B cTeHe mMerncst apovHbIil TPOX0[, KOTOPBIN
s paHbllIe HE 3aMeTUJIA.
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Brinm Hepaneko OT TOCTMHOM, Kyla OTYETIMBO JOJIETANIM rofoca JaeByiiek. He oueHb oHM
MEeYaTIIICh MOeMy OTCYTCTBHIO. He cTecHsisich, 00Cy:Kanm KeHUXOB, KTO KOTO MPUIIISIEN, KTO U3
MYKCKMX KaHAWAATYP 3acCIy’KMBaeT 0co00e BHUMAaHHE, a KOr0 OCTaBUTh HA MOTOM. AHTaJl paBHO-
AYIITHO OTHecCs K uXx 1medety. Hu oquH MycKyn He ApOrHyII.

MBbI OBICTPO MPEOOJIENTN PACCTOSTHUAE 10 TOCTUHOM U IOl HEJJOBOJIHOE BOpPYAaHHE YIIPABJISIO-
1mei 0TO0pa BOILIM B MPOCTOPHOE, HE JIMIIIEHHOE YIOTa MOMelleHre. Bosblie apouHble OKHA BBIXO-
IWJIA B CaJl, IECTPSIIUI KPaCUBbIMH, JUKOBUHHBIMU PACTCHUSIMH. BIOSb CTEH CTOSIM IMBAaHYMKH,
a HaITpOTUB — HU3EHbKHE CTOJIMKH C yromeHueM. Heckombko Kpecen ObUIo paCKMHYTO 110 yriiam. A B
LIEHTpe TOCTUHOM coOpaiach rpyrma Oyaynmx npernofgaarenieit. Cyas 1o Tomy, ¢ KakuM 3aucKUBa-
HueM cMoTpesia nouteHHasi lllpuaa Ha cyxonapyio JaMOUKy C SIpKOM, BbIPA3UTEIbHON BHEIIIHOCTBIO U
JIMIIOM BEYHO HEIOBOJIBHOTO JKMU3HBIO YEJIOBEKa, OHA OblIa Y HUX IIaBHOM. [TbIIIIHOE T1aThe CTPOroro
Kpost, 63 000pOK, 3aCTErHyTOE TOJ] CAaMO€e T'OpJIO, TIOJYEPKHUBATIO OCUHYIO TAJIHIO.

— Bamre temHoe BenmmdectBo! — nipo0resiia yrpaisiomas ¥, CMEHUB TIOI000CTPACTHBIN TOH
Ha JAMKTaTOpCcKui, ooparmiack ko MHe: — Ceiipa Cuana! Yero 3acteimm B aBepsix? [Ipoxomute. Boi
1 6e3 Toro Hac 3aaepxanm!

Ee HauasibHUIIa HEONOOPHUTENTHHO AEPHYJIA IIIEYOM.

JleByIIKM, YMHHO TIOMMBAIOIIME Yail 32 CTOIAMHM, CO 3JI0PaACTBOM YCMEXHY/HCh. B nX rmazax
SIBCTBEHHO YHTAJIOCh — MUHYC OTHA KOHKYPEHTKA.

Hudero. 3to He camoe Xyjiiee, 4To CIy4aioch B rocieaHee Bpems. 5 3a cebs modopiock. Mue
JOMOM HaJIo, B CBOM MHUp, a He MyXka Oeceiamu pa3Biekars. M nmagHo Obl oMHUME Oeceqamu. . .

C nvBaHYMKa y OKHA MHe 0e33a00THO ImoMaxaiy pykoi. Keiapa cusiia cuacTIMBOM yIBIOKOM.
Byaro He 51, a 0Ha BOIILIa B TOCTUHYIO BMecTe ¢ umneparopoM. CrienHo npodopMoTaB cjioBa Oaro-
napHocti Ero BenmudecTBy, st ObICTpo HampaBwiach K Hedl. OnMa BMecTe co ckyounurier myHbei
3aHSITM CaMble BHIMTPHIIITHBIE MECTa — HAIIPOTHB YIPaBIsiiomux oToopom. IloctaBuB cBOM Yaliku Ha
CTOJI, OHH YT'PIOMO TPOBOKAJIM MEHSI B3IJISIOM.

OOHapyxuiicsi cpeny npernogaBatesiell AUCIUIUIMH U Jiekapb. OH-TO yeMy coOupaeTcsi Hac
yuuTh?

— Toi kakum 3es1beM onowsia umrnepatopa?! OH HUKOTO He BhIIEIsIeT. A TyT BAPYT BbI MOSIBIISI-
eTech B rocTuHOM mof, pyuky! Ceitsippl 003aBUIOBAINCH, — JIMKoBata Keiapa.

— Huuem s ero ve onamBaiia. §1 3abmyannack, — Mpu3HAIACh si.

— I'ne o1 rynsina? B capy? [Napke? — 3auHTepecoBaiach Mojapyra v, OHU3UB TOJIOC, TIPOIIIeTI-
tana: — [lon OKHaMK UMIIEpaTOpCKOro kKabuHera?

— B 6ubnmmoteke.

IMocne mownx cinoB o Keitapsl BHITSHYJIOCH OT yIUBIIEHUsI, OyATO OHA AaXe He Mperoaraia,
YTO MMIIEpaTOp MHOT/A MoceniaeT OnOaMoTeK. Ara, B T€ camMble peJJKue THH, KOTJa HEyTOMOHHBIE
TMIONIaJAHKHY aTaKyIOT acTpaIbHbI KAMEHb, B HaJIekKIe BEpHYThCs JoMoit. Kak yacTo 3To nporcxoaut?
Pa3 B cto nier? [IBectu? Tpucra? [la... HEYaCTO BCTPETUILLL UMIIEPATOPA B YEPTOrax 3HAHUM.

— BoicokoposiHbIe ceiisipbl! — TPOMKO Hauasla CBOIO pedb iaBHas Aama. — C 3Toro MOMeHTa 1
10 KOHIIa OTOOpa BBI JIMIIAETECh CBOMX TUTYJIOB!

Sl onHa OT HEOXKMAAHHBIX HOBOCTEH 3aTanjia Jpixanue? 3a 9TUM 3asiBICHUEM COBCEM He TocJie-
JOBAJIO BO3MYIIEHHBIX BO3IJIACOB. YUACTHHIIAM ObLT 3HAKOM PUTYAJL.

— K Bam OynyT obpamiarbest xust — u30paHauia! Bel ctaHeTe paBHBIMU IO TONIOKeHuo! Barm
TaJIaHThI, & HE TUTYJIbI, BO3BBICAT Bac B I71a3aX N30paHHUKOB!

3BYUYHT KPacUBO, HO B PABEHCTBO YYACTHUI] HE BEPUJIOCH, BCET/Ia HAMIYTCSl paBHEe.

Jlamouka Mexy TeM MPOIOIIKUIA:

— Ob6pamaiitech ko MHe Hasizia, 1 MpOBOIHUK MEXIy BaMU U ceiipaMu, 4To BBIOpaJIM Bac.

S nporyctuna tutyn? Wnm oHa U3 OOBIYHBIX MaroB. BHIISIIUT MpeiCTaBUTENbHO, OfeTast C
UTOJIOUKH, HO, KaK HU KpyTH, Hasina 6e3poanas marnuka. Kro nomyctun ee ynpasisite oToopomM?
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[Nocne 3aTs)KkHOM MHOTO3HAUYMTEIBHOM May3bl TOCTHHYIO CHOBA HAIIOJHUIIM TOP/EIUBBIE 3ByKH
rosioca Haspl.

— TpaauirionHO 0TOOP MPOBEsIET pacnopsAuTeNb ceiip TpyBroH!

Jlekapp? U3 npucyTCTBYIOIMX OH OIMH BaKHO BBIIIEN BIIEPE.

— Ilo Bcem He3HaUMTENBHBIM BOMpOcaM BaM moMoxeT Hasiia, ¢ moObIMHU APYTUME TPYIHO-
CTSIMH, Ha YpOBHE KatacTpodbl, oOpaiaiTech Ko MHe. CMeI0 3aMETUTh, OTCYTCTBHE MOAXOSIIETO
TUIaThsl Ha Oall — 9TO He MOBOJ OTBJIEKaTh MeHsl. DTO, Oe3yCIOBHO, KaTacTpoda, HO He BCEJICHCKOTO
Macirada, — MOUIYTHJI B KOHIIE PACTIOPSIUTENb.

—V nekaps ectb TUTYN? — HMIEMIOTOM CIIPOCHIIa 00AJIIENO 5.

— ThI ¢ KaKo¥ JTyHBI cBaMIIach? — cka3asa Keiapa u cmytuiack. — [Ipoctw, 51 3a0b11a, 4TO TEOs
3esibeM onous. [IpoBasisl B mamATH.

B 3akarHo# umMniepry COBCeM He YMEIOT XpaHUTh ceKpeTbl? la M ecThb y MeHsl Ha IpuMeTe
JeBYIIIKa, KOTOPOH 3a paJiocTh pa30onTarh Mou TaiHbL. OnMa!

— 51 cama HUMKaK He MMPUBBIKHY, — CJIETKa PacTepPsIHHO OTO3BANACH Sl

— 3HauuT, CIyIIai, — HAKJIOHWIACh KO MHe ropyra. — Ceiip TpyBHOH U3 IpeBHETO yBaKaeMOro
pona. [IpaBo npoBoanTH OTOOP AApOBaHO UM OoraMu. boru pa3roBaprBaioT C HUMH 1 OTJIAIIAI0T CBOIO
BOJTIO, & OHM €€ Mepe/laloT yJyacTHUKaM oTOopa. [lake uMriepatop He B CHJIax MOBJMSITH HA UCXOI.

B rosoBe He yKJ1agpIBagoCch, HECOCTOSIBILIUICS CYIIPYT CECTPBI — pacriopsiautess otoopa? Uyno,
YTO OHA BOOOIIE Ha Hero nomnasia. Kem Obl H1 ObUT €€ TOKPOBUTEIb, BIACTH Y HETO XBATAJIO C JIMXBOM,
4TOO MIPOTOJIKHYTh €€ Ha OTOOP, I/ie 3aBeyeT ObIBIIHIA.

— [ourennas lpuna 6yaer ciequts 3a Tem, YTOOBI BBl HE OMa3/JbIBaJIM HA UCTIBITAHMS, TIepeia-
BaThb MOJAPKH OT T'OCIO ¥ BHIOWPATh HAKa3aHUe JJIs1 3aUMHIINIL KOH(MIMKTOB. B 001miem, ee npsimast
00513aHHOCTb pelIaTh BAIIH JIIOObIe TPOOIEMBI.

— Ceiip JokcT, — B3Max pykd Ha Oe3ynpevHoO OeToro OproHeTa, OIMCTAIONIEr0 MHOXECTBOM
KOJIeI Ha TMajblax, ¢ HEU3IJIAIUMbIM MTPE3PEHUEM Ha XOJIEHOM KpachBOM Jinie. — OOBSICHUT BaM
UcKyccTBO cTuisl. Hasima HanoMHuUT ocHOBBI Xopoinx MaHep. Ceiip Ctapr, — KUBOK yepe3 Iuiedo Ha
CBETJIOBOJIOCOTO MYKYMHY, YbI0 Xy/IOIIaBYIO (PUTYpPY IUIOTHO OOJIEral JIeTaHTHBIA KPEMOBBIN CIOpP-
TyK. — [I03HaKOMUT C KpacoToy JBrkeHUiA. HayuuT ABUTaThCs MIIABHO U Ipaliio3Ho. B o6oux Kopo-
JIEBCTBAX HET PaBHBIX eMy TaHIIOPOB. OTCYTCTBYIOIIUH 1O JIONTY CIyXObI ceiip BpuH pacckaxer o
3aIUTHBIX 3aKJIMHAHHUAX ¥ OOBSICHUT, KaK Pacro3HaBaTh siAbl. 3aHATHS 10 YMEHHIO BIOXHOBIISTh U
BOOJYIIEBJISATH CYIpyra st BO3bMY Ha ceOsi. Bbl IOJKHBI CTaTh €ro My30ii.

OH o cebe roBoput?

Io 3HaKy nekapsi, TO €CTh pacnopsauTeNisl, CIy)KaHKa BHeC/Ia Ha MOJAHOCE KPUCTAILT B (hopme
TPEYToJbHOM MpU3Mbl. BHYTpH KpucTaia KiyOrICcsl KpacHBIN JIbIM.

— Ilpunoxure pyky k apredaxty. OH CHUMET OTIIEYaTOK ayphl U cAesaeT ee cienok. [lo nemy
MBI Oy/IeM OTCJIeXKMBATh Ballle TiepeMeleHne, — cooonm TpyBHOH, TOBBICKB rOJIOC, KOT/IA MOAHSLICS
HEJIOBOJIBHBIN POTIOT U, MEJIbKOM OpPOCHB Ha MEHsl B3IJIsilI, Oojiee CIIOKOWHO J00aBmwiI: — B ciydae
HaHECEHMsI CePbE3HOT0 Bpe/ia 37J0POBbIO Ha MIABHBIN KPUCTAILT IIOCTYIUT CUTHAIL. Y CIIOKONTECh, XUH,
JOTIOJTHUTE bHBIE Mepbl TPUHSATHI AJIs1 BAIlero ke Onara.

[Tpu3ma naeanbHO CO3/aHA JUTS CIIEKKH.
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I'maBa 6

JleByILIKM HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOMJIUCh M apTehakT IMyCTUIM N0 KPYTy. YUYaCTHULIbI ITPUKJIaIbIBAIH
JIaJIOHU K OIHOM M3 CTOPOH KpHcTaslla. B riryOuHe ero BCIBIXKMBAJI U3YMPYAHBIH CBET U €ro nepeja-
BayM aanbine. Ha Moe nprukocHoBeHHe apTeakT OTKJIMKHYJICSA ¢ HEOONBIIAM 3al03/1aHAEM, U3-32
KOTOPOTo OT cTpaxa pa3o0JayeHus y MeHs e[jBa Cepile He BBIIPBITHYJIO U3 TPY/Iu.

— Kak mymaenis, Cuana, mocie cerofHsHero 6ana y Hac MOsIBSATCS WHIMBUyaJIbHbIE 3aHsI-
TUAA? — Pa3roHss CKyKy, HoMHTepecoBasiach Kenapa.

— 3aBTpa yXe y3HaeM, — BIIOJIT0JIOCa OTO3BAJIACH f1.

— Xusa Cuana Onb3eck! Xusa Kentapa 9udpuit! — onepHyna Hac rpomornacHo Haspa.

SHpuii?

[Tonyuaercsa, Keiapa poacrBeHHMIa oTpaBieHHOW neBymku?! W yropazawio mMeHsl ¢ Hel
noapyxutbes. Ho npy3ps s mbi? S nokocuiace Ha coceky. OHa BBIIIAIENIA pACCTPOEHHOU. 3ame-
CTUTEJIb PACIOPSIIUTEIIS TEM BPEMEHEM IPOJOJIKIIIA HAC paclieKaTh:

— [NomoOyiiteck Ha HUX! BonTator 6e3 ymosnky! ITozop! ITo jonomHUTEIBHOMY YPOKY XOPOLLIMX
MaHep BaM He MoMeIIaeT. Yxke s Oyly TOBOPUTD, a BbI CITyIIATh!

— O0s3aTenbHO TPUIEM, — C CAMBIM YECTHBIM BHJOM, 32 HAC JBOMX KJISITBEHHO MooOelana
Keinapa.

OoGemanne, 9To OOJIBIIIE TAKOTO He MOBTOPHUTCA, ¢ HacC Oparth He cramy. [la u 1aB Takoe obe-
manue, s Obl coBpaia. CKy4HO Ha 3TuX coopuiax. Jlydme 6 morparuia BpeMs Ha IOMCKH HOBOTO
acTpaJIbHOTO KPUCTaLIA.

INocnenHss AeByllIKa caesaga OTHEYaTOK aypsl, U XpyCTalbHas IpU3Ma IepekoyeBasa B pyKH
pacrniopsiauTes.

— B npeaasepun 6aa B 3aMOK ObUTH CO3BaHBI JIyUIlIUe HIBEU 3aKaTHOM uMIiepun. OHM Ky T Bac
B Cajly, IJle HAKPbITHI CTOJIBI C 3aKYCKAMM U IIPOXJIAJUTEIbHBIMU HAIIUTKAMM! — HECKAa3aHHO YUBUJI
Y 1OPaJIoBaJl yYaCTHUL] paCOPsIUTENb.

Kak TompKo OH 3amoiya, IeBYIIKH, OAXBATHUB I00KH, 3acnelvii B kopuaop. Kaxnas crpe-
MIJIACh YpBaTh cee JydIIIyo HIBEIO.

Ml ¢ Keliapoii BbILIUIY 110 OT/IEIBHOCTH, OIHAKO B Cajly OHA CXBaTHJIa MEHs 3a PYKY U MOTallIa
3a cOOOH B CTOPOHY OT IeOeuyIel TOMIIbI.

— He oOukaiics Ha mens1, Cuana, — BUHOBato ronpocuia Keitapa, ssBHO 4yBCTBys 3a cOOOM
BUHY. — 5] Aymaia, Thl 3HaelIb O HaIEM poAcTBe ¢ TaHou DHpu.

DH(puir HEe MM, Kak A BHadaJle MogyMana, a HazBaHue popa. OTCyTCTBHME MajlOMaJIbCKON
nH(pOpPMAIK MOIJIO MeHsI B JTI0OO MOMEHT pa300JIauunTh.

— OTKypa? — NpUILJIOCh CHOBA NPUKPBITHCA NOTEPEU MAMATH.

— MBI 3HaKOMBI € JIETCTBA, HAIIM MIOMECThS 110 COCECTBY, — /1aJ1a UCUEPIIBIBAIOLINI OTBET pac-
KpacHeBIIasicsl OT BOJIHEHUs TIOJpyTa.

— BoH OHO Kak... — 3aJyMUMBO NPOTSAHYJIA 5.

— Bei ¢ TaHoii apyxuiu, a MeHs1 cTopoHMMch. OHa BHIOBUTA U3 OTOOPA, M HA €€ MECTO B3N
MeHs.

B riazax Keftapsl cBeTHIIOCH packasiHie 32 HEBOJIBHYIO JIOKb, HO OHa HU B YeM He Obljla BUHO-
BaTa.

— ['mynibie ObUTH, BOT U HE JPYKUJIH, — YABIOHYJIACH 5 eH.

I[Mon cmerHble ncTopuu U3 etcTBa Kelapbl MBI TpoIUIH K MeCTy o01ero coopa.

V CcTONOB € 3aKyCKaMy JOKUAAIMCH BE KeHIIMHB. OHM ObLIM 0ONaYeHbl B KPAacHBbIE Brieyar-
asomue miaaths. HeMHoro nepecrapajiuck ¢ BeIpe3aMu, a B OCTaJIbHOM HOJHBINA BocTopr. ITbiHas,
U3 CTPYsIIENcs TKaHU 100Ka 1 Oosee SPKUi, HACHIIEHHBIN JM( C MOMYKPYIJIBIM BBIPE30OM, JI€MOH-
CTPUPYIOLLMH IJIEYM U ieKosbTe. OHU BBINIALEIN HENTPEB30MIEHHO.
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— MBI nipezicTaBIisieM MBEHHYI0 MacTePCKyIo «Marndeckue muejKu» ! — cakeHHO MpecTaBu-
JIUCh CEHPHI.

— Te camble Marndeckuie muesku? — oco0o pagoctHor Keilapa He BbITIsiziena, CKopee IMOKH-
POBAHHO.

— IlonnmaeM Bailie HeloBEpUE, HO MHOTOE M3 TOTO, YTO BbI CIIBIIIANH, IIpeyBearnueHo. Mbl He
CTIEIMAJIBHO UCTIOPTUIIM Hapsi]] ee CBeT/IeInecTBa AJlaiaHbl, — CMYILIEHHO TIpOTapaTopuia meppasl.

— I'oBopw 3a cebs1, — pIpKHYIIa BTopasi MOAUCTKA. — OHa 10KHA ObITh HaM OnaropapHa. Ecin
6[)1 HE Mbl, OHa B YMCJIC IIEPBLIX BLUJICTEIA 6])1 C 0T6opa. Ha Taxux BPEIHLIX U KAITPU3HBIX KJIMEHTOB
HUKAKOro 3/10pOoBbsi He XBaTuT. OHa M3BoAMIIA Hac npuaupkamu! Hacmexanach Haj HaIMMU Hapsi-
namu!

Ee koMnaHbOHKa TSKKO B3JJOXHYJIA.

— Ho MBI coxaneem, 4To OTHPaBUIM €€ B HE3aKPEIUICHHOM Marvell riatbe HaBcTpeuy K Ero
Ceemiomy BeicouecTBy.

— JlagHO, MBI ¥ TIpaB/Ia coajieeM, — BbIJaBuIa 13 cedst BTOpast JKEeHIIMHA.

— [loHumaro, BbI HHM 32 YTO HE COIIACUTECH BOCIIOIb30BATHCS HAIIUMHU YCIyTraMu, — IPYCTHO
yCMEXHYJIach €€ HalapHHIIA U IEpPHYJIach B CTOPOHY, CTPEMsICh KaK MOXHO ObICTpee MOKMHYTh HAC.
B ee rmazax naxe Onecteny ciesbl.

— Kyna? A nnatbe? — ocraHoBuIIA £ €€.

— Kakoe natee? Ham HOBBIX 111Be# punnmior, CuaHna! — cIaBlIeHHBIM T'OJIOCOM HEI'POMKO ITPO-
usHecna Keitapa.

3ps crapanachk. HempoOuBaemasi MOIUCTKA €€ YCIIbIIIaa.

— 3ayeM BaM He MOWMM KOT'O kJ1aTh, KOT/Ia MBI TYT, — U B3IJIs]] TAKOM KPACHOPEUUBBIi, TIOMTPO-
Oyii BO3pasu.

— 4 He cornac. .. — npomsimiinia Keitapa.

— MBpiI cornacHbl! — onepenuna s ee.

Peaxis nonpyru He 3ameuiuia ceOst kaatb. OHa pacTepsHHO XJIOMHYJIA PECHUIIAMU U HaIlpa-
BUJla HA MEHs HCHOYMGHHbIﬁ B3I,

— Ham HyXHBI 11aThs1, 11BeW Ha Mecte. He BrKy npuumH x1ath. S He Xody rosoi uaTy Ha Oat.

— Panbine Hago ObUTo qymMarh. IMeHHO BO Bcell CBOEH MepBO3JIaHHOW KpacoTe MpUIILIa Ha
BCTpeuy K cBoeMy Oyayiemy cyrnpyry Ee Ceetsioe BricouecTBo, — Hacynuiach nojapyra.

Hudero ce6e! Xopoio oToMCTHIIH.

— Hanomuu mue, Keiiapa, He 371MTh STUX MWIbIX KEHIIMH.

3a cHATHEM MepOK, 00cy)IeHreM (pacCOHOB M BECEIBIMHU Pa3rOBOPaMH HE 3aMETHJIH, KaK Mpo-
JIeTesI0 BpeMs M Hac MPUIIACKIIN Ha ypoKH TaHLeB. [lepekycuts Mbl ¢ Keitapoii ToJIKOM He ycrienu, 1
M3BECTHE O TaHIIaX HEe CTAJIO JUIsl HAC HEMPHUATHON HEOKUAAHHOCTBIO. Yero Heb3s CKazaTh O JPyrux
y4acTHULIAX.

OtraunBaHue TaHIeB, Onaronaps ceipy JJoKCTy, TIIaBHO MEPETeKIO B HYHYIO JIEKIIHIO.

OO6nagas Ha PeAKOCTh MPUBJIEKATEIHHOW BHEITHOCTHIO, OH MMeEN YIUBUTEIBHO TPOTUBHBIN
rosioc. O1yIeHre, 4To ero rolocoM TepIu MeHOTLIACT.

— BBl 1OJKHBI TTOCTOSIHHO CIEUTH 32 COOOM, YTO TOBOpUTE U jenaete. Bac B mo0oi MOMEHT
MOTYT NPU3BaTh K UCTILITAHUSM !

Bwmecre ¢ gpyrumu ydactHunamu otoopa Mbl ¢ Keifapoit mociyniHo KMBajiud M ¢ TOCKOW CMOT-
penu Ha ceiipa Crara, TOro, 4To COrJIaCHICS IOATSHYTh Hac no TaHiam. Cam oH He ckyvai. Ha npy-
r'OM KOHIIE MYCTYIOIIEro 3aj1a OH KPyXWI B IoNoOuu Bajibca ¢ MimyHbeil. HekoTtopble TaHIIbI He3ame-
HUMBI, U OHHU €CTh B JIOOOM MUpe.

— Nmneparpuiia 3aaer Moy, el mogpaxaior, ee 0ororBopsrt! Bel 1omkHBI ObITH Oe3ymnpeu-
HbIMH! — pacriHascs ceiip Jokcet. M cHoBa HaM HaBSI3bIBAIM Ujeall. — Bbl TOMKHBI 00agaTh 4yB-
CTBOM. ..
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— Putma, — nocne pasriaronsctBoBaHMi JJOKCTa Meperiies K ONMCaHUI0 CBOETO Heasa yUuTelb
TaHIEeB. — BbI JJOJKHBI YyBCTBOBAaTh PUTM MApTHEPA, MPEACKA3bIBaTh €0 KeJIaHUsl, PEXk/Ie YeM OH
caM BaM O HUX CKaxeT.

3a npejicKa3aHusAMU JIydliie 0Opamarhcs K rajiaike. Mou TaJlaHThl OrPaHUIUBAJIFICh OTTAIThI-
BaHUEM HOT.

— EcTecTBEeHHO HMKAKOM HABSA3UMBOCTH BO BPEMsI TaHIIA — JIETKUH (DJIMPT U HEMTPUHY K ICHHbIC
Oece/ibl, — IOCTENIEHHO JICKIIHS TaHIIEeB TIepelilia B CIUIONTHON OyOHEeX.

3a0bIThCs U 3ajpeMaTh MEIIaIN YCTaBIIME OT HapsikeHus1 Horu. IToToMy Kak Mbl CTOSUTA Ha
MecTe ¥ COBceM He iBurauch. CKopo Oall, a s IOHSTUS He UMeJIa, YTO 32 IUTSICKA MEHS JKIIyT, KpoMe
TeX, 4TO npoaeMoHcTpupoBanu cerp Crar ¢ WnyHbeil.

Cuana 6e3yc/IOBHO JIOJKHA OblTa 3HAaTh, KAKKE TAHIIBI B MOJIE, HO MHE €€ ITaMSATh C IEPEHOCOM
He Tepefayiack. Y MeHsl OrPOMHbIE IIAHCHl HEHAPOKOM ceOsl BBIIATb.

N g permia paccnpocuts Keitapy.

— Kak nymaeriib, Mbl cerofss nepenaeM K rpakTuke? — Hauasa u3gajieka.

— ComHeBaloCh, — OTBETHJIA OHA IIETIOTOM.

— MHe Obl Hy’)KHa TIPAKTHKAa, 51 JIaBHO HE TaHIIEBAJIA.

— Tlonnmaro, — He TOBBIIIAS IETIOTa, MPOTAHYJA MOAPYTra, — OOUIIILCS TIepe]l UMIIePaToOpoOM
OIO30PUTHCSI.

Borock, HO apyroro.

S mo yxaca Oosiack BeiaTh ceOs1. Tem Oosee, BOOOIe HEU3BECTHO, UTO TYT AEJaIH C dykKa-
KaMU U3 JPYTUX MUPOB.

— MimMniepatop MeHs He UHTEpeCyeT.

— KoneuHo-KoHeuHO, — 4yTh rpomMye npoTsHy/a Keapa, — OH HUKOTO He MHTEPECYET, OHAKO
Ha Oajly K Hemy Oy/leT He TpOTOJNKHYThcs. He mepeskuBaii, 0ObIYHO Ha Oaty, KOTOPBIH OTKPHIBAET
OpauHbIil Ce30H, HEeCJIOKHAs TaHIeBaJbHas TporpamMMa. Tem Oosee, Thl caMa BHIOMpAEIlh, KaKOW
TaHel| TaHIIeBaTh, a Kakol HeT. U ¢ KeM TaHIIeBaTh.

— Boixoaur s ommbnack B ceiipe Ctere, U3 HEro OTIMYHBIH MperoiaBartesib Boiiel. Pa3MuHKa
niepen 0ayioM He MoBpeauT. [loanupars CTeHb JTydllie yMelour. DTUM MHE U ITPEACTOUT 3aHUMAThCS
BEYEPOM.

— Xus Cuana! — mpo3ByYaso TpOMOIVIACHO Ha BCIO OalbHYIO 3aiy. eBYIIKH ¢ MHTEPECOM
MOCMOTPEJIA Ha MEHSI.

- 4!

— Wtak, 0OCHOBHOE MPaBWJIO B TaHIAX?

— He otaaButh HOrM napTHEpY, — HE TIOAYMaB, CXOIY BbINAIWIIA 5.

[Mocnbimanucy cMeniku. [TOHSB JOMYIIEHHYIO OIUIONTHOCTh, MOA XMypbiM B3rIsgoM Crera
CMYTHUJIACh.

— I'pyctHO He 3HaTh OcHOB, X1l CuaHa. KTo 3HaeT nmpaBuibHBII OTBET?

—A! 4! 4! — nocaplmancs reait roixocos.

— Onma.

— Iopxaii, kak 6ab04YKa, KPYXKUCh O3 YCTaId, KaK ImJesKa.

— Bepno! 3anmomuaum, xust Cuana? I[Topxatb, kak 6ad0UKa, KPYyKUCh, KaK MUesa, — He CBOJS
C MEHsI CypOBOr'0 B3IJIsia, moBTopui Crar.

Jlo KOHIIa ypoKa s cTapaTebHO BHUMAJIA CIOBaM y4uTessl TaHieB. OJHOBpPEMEHHO pa3/iyMbl-
BaJIa, IJie TI03aMMCTBOBATH JIPYTOM acTPasIbHBIN KPHUCTAJLI, KOJIU C KOPOJIEBCKUM CITy4YHJIach HENpPH-
SITHOCTb.

Moero cMupeHHOTO BHJJa OKa3aJoch HeocTaTouHo ceripy Crary, u oH HassOequnvan Hasge.

Ta-pgam!

INocne ypoka TaHIIEB MeHsI KJajia JeKILMsI XOPOIIUX MaHep.
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I'nasa 7

Hasina, ocennaB mo6uMoro KoHbKa, OMTBHIA Yac BIOXHOBEHHO paclieKana MeHs. 3a Bpems
OOIIeHUsI C Hel, 51 y3Hasla 0 cebe CTOJIbKO MHTEPECHOTO, CKOJIBKO He y3Hasla C MOMEHTa TepeHoca.
C HM3KMM YPOBHEM Marvu M HEBBIAIOLIENCS POIOCIOBHON MHE HE MPUCTaNIO 3aaupath Hoc. [locne
Oajia MeHs JKJIeT mpsAMasi Jopora Ha ayKIMoH HeBecT. Hu ouH celip He 3asBUT Ha MeHs ipaBa. Co0-
CTBEHHO, B YeM M COCTOsIJIa CyTh OTKPBITUs Oaa. CMoTpuHbL. Te AeBYIIKH, KOTOphIe He OyIyT OTMe-
YeHbl BHUMAHUEM JIOPIIOB, YUIYT C MOJIOTKA 32 MEJIKYI0 MOHETy. UeM Mo3/iHee y4aCcTHUIA IOKUHET
oTOOp, TeM OHa IIeHHee. MHe npeapeKaIu B MyXbsl HepaJuBoro Mara-toprosia. Ilo Muenuio Hasipl,
MHE MPEACTOsIIO CcTaTh TOproBko. Eciu nogymars, cuMmBoinnuHO. CHavala caMoi CTaTh TOBapoM,
TIOTOM JIPYTMM TOBap Ipeiaratb. [IoMmHs 0 cOopax K Beuepy, 51 yCepaHO KUBaJia, Ja0bl OJIbIIe HE0O-
XOIMMOTO He 33/IePKUBATHCSI.

Takxke Ha OTMOBEIb K 3aMECTUTENIbHHIIE DPACHOPSIUTENS TMOMadd U [IBE CHUMIIATUYHbIC
aeBymiky. iM ObLJI0 Ha3HAYEHO Cpa3y MOCje MEHs.

— Bbr cBOOOAHBI, XU CuaHa, — CBOMM OOBIYHBIM TUKTaTOPCKUM TOHOM IPOM3HEC]A KEH-
nmHa. — [poiigure B caj, TaM ¢ BaMH MTPOBEAYT UHIUBUIYATbHBIN YPOK MEHUsI.

— B can? — nepecnipocuna s, yquBJIeHHasi CTPAaHHBIM BHIOOPOM MeCTa JIsI 3aHSATHS BOKAJIOM.

— Bepno! B can! — ¢ nHaxumom noareepauna Hasna, Tepsiioiias teprneHue.

Sl He cTana cnopuUTh U MOKUHYJIA TOCTUHYIO.

[lenue, 3HauuT, nenre. Camu HanpoCWJIMCh. MHe MeIBe/Ib Ha YXO HACTYIIWJI, 5 1akKe B Kapaoke
JI0Ma He TI010, YTOOBI OpoisTure cOOAKH 3a rapakaMu He TOJIBBIBAJIH.

B xomie MeHs yxke kaajia rOpHUYHAS.

— IIpoiinemre, xusi, — Yepecuyp 3aUCKUBAIOIIE CKJIOHUB IOJIOBY, BCTpETUIa MEHsI AEBYIIKA.

Sl KMBHYJA U MOIILIA 32 HEMl.

O6oiias cOOKY 3aMOK, OHa BbIBeJIa MEHsI B U3yMUTEJIbHO MIPEKPACHBIN caJ] y O0KOBOW OAIlICHKH.
Han ronoBoii urpao 6e3aoaHO0e roiydoe He6o. ColtHile, CBeTHBINee IPKO, He CIenuio. YnucThii BO3-
ayx Onaroyxaj OyKeTOM IIBETOUYHBIX apOMAaToOB. BOKpYT 11BE/IM HE3HAKOMBIE MbIIITHbIE KYCThl U POCIU
aepeBbsl. Msirkasi couHasi TpaBa pOBHBIM KOBPOM IMOKpbIBajia 3eMio. JIopoxkKa Besla K yTonaloliei B
3esieHn Oecenke. Tam KTo-TO ObLT. Yepes 3aBecy 3e/IeHbIX BHIOIIMXCS PACTEHUH MTPOCTYIIAT MYKCKOM
CHJTYIT.

— Mbl npuinum, OCTaBisio Bac, rocroxa, — TBEpAO coodupia ropuuuHas. [Ipexae yem s
ycIiesia ee OCTAaHOBUTh U PacCIPOCUTh, KTO MEHS JKJIET, JIEBYIIKa OO/Ipo 3araraia 00paTHO.

MecTo, BHIOpaHHOE JIISl YPOKOB MY3BIKH, BBITJISIZIENIO CIIUIIKOM YeIUHEHHO. 3aKpaiCh CMYT-
HBle MOJO3PEHMs], HO UITH Bce paBHO npuiuiock. He checT, B KoHIlE KOHIIOB. M oxpaHa B 3aMke
JOJKHA UMEThCS TIOCTIe HEYJABILErocsl MOKYILEHUsI, YCTPOEHHOTO MOMM JJBOMHUKOM.

Sl MeqUIeHHO HarpaBIIIach K Oecejike.

[Tpu3HaThCs YeCTHO, HOTH COBCEM He XOTesM MeHs Tyaa Hectu. C TpyIoM yaepskaiach ot Oer-
crBa. Ho npeosiones mojioBuHy myTd, ObUIa BhIHYXAEHA HauaTh NATUThCA. M3 OGecenku HaBcTpeuy
pelmnTeNbHO BhIleN He3HakoMmell. Ero BbipasuTesbHble, royOble 171a3a 3aCThUIA KOMIOUUMHU JIbIUH-
KaMH, a IJIOTHO CKaThle T'yObl BHITSIHYJIMCh B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO. DTO ObLIT O4€Hb BICOKUI MOJIOJOH Yeio-
BEK, KPEIKOTro TeJIOCIOKEHHS CO CBETJILIMU BBIOIIIMMUCS BOJIOCAMU, TOXOISAIIMMU 10 Tuied. Boiris-
JeJ1 OH KaK MCTUHHBINA apUCTOKpAT. 3elieHblid OapXaTHBIN KamM30J1, Y3KUe cepble OPIOKU U BUPTYO3HO
TOBSI3aHHBIN IIEHHBIA TJIATOK.

JIBUrasncs He3HaKOMel] HEBEPOSTHO OBICTPO.

CTpeMUTEIIbHO COKPATUB MEX/y HAMH PAacCTOsSTHUE, OH IpyOeHIuM 00pa3oM CXBaTUJI MEHS B
OXarky, Ipuxai K cede U NoleaoBal.

[TpeObIBasi B IIOKe OT TAKOM HAIJIOCTH, s U HE MOAyMaJla er0 OCTaHABIUBATS.
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Terutble, cyxue ryObl HAOPUCTO CKOJIB3HY/IM 1O MOMM Ty0aM, CJIOBHO HakjadHas Oymara, u
npoOYIUIIH TOIIHOTY. §1 3a0mnach B pyKax HE3HAKOMIIA U 3aMOJIOTHJIA TIO TUIEUYaM.

— 3Ha4uT, CIIyXU HE BPYT, Thl MEHsI HA UMIIEpaToOpa MpoMeHsiIa?! — pazkaB 00BITHS, CEPAUTO
BOIPOCHJT MYKUHHA.

AHTaI BCEro-TO MPOBOAMI MEHSI N3 OMOIMOTEKH 10 TOCTHHOM, a peakIys y MECTHOTO HaceJe-
HUS — OYITO NMpEJIOKEHUE cliesall.

— Bawm kakoe geno? I'ne yuaurenb My3bIKu? — OTphI3HYJIACH 51, BOCCTAHABIIMBAsI COUBITICECS JbIXa-
Hue. 5 He cobupanack U300pakaTh Mepes HUM BIIIOOJNICHHOCTh. BoT korga CuaHa BepHeTCs, IMyCTh
cama ¢ HUM pazOupaeTcs.

— 41 TBOW yumTenb My3blKH. [IpUIIIOCH BBUIOKHUTH KPYIHYIO CYMMY 3a 3Ty HpuBmieruio. 1
MeHsI HIHTepeCyeT, C KeM Thl TpoBOauIb Bpemsi, Cuana! 51 panu Tebst pucKkoBaJI MOJIOKEHUEM, TIPOBET
B OMOJIMOTEKY K KpUCTAJUTy, B3sUI BUHY Ha ceOs1, KOria CTpaka 3aiepikaia Hac B KOPUIOPE, yTOBOPUI
Tany DH}uil NpUHATH TBOE MPUIJIAILIEHWE HA Yail U OTAATh TEHEBOM KaMmeHb. I jaxe B3aMeH Ha
KaMeHb KEHUThLCS Ha Hell moodemall! — cropast oT IpoCTH, MPOphIYal He KTO UHOM, Kak ceip 30paH.
O Hem roBopuI1 UMIIEPATOP.

On npocun nporyctuth Cuany B OMOMHMOTEKY, HO €My OTKa3ajid, U OH YCTPOWJI TAlHYIO
BbUIa3Ky. OH ee cOOOIIHUK !

— Xaub, He momy4nIoch 10OpaThesl A0 KPUCTAILIA, M TEHEBOW KaMeHb DH(pUI He oTaana, — ¢
MIPUTBOPHBIM COXAJIEHUEM B3/I0XHYJA 1, HAJIEsICh BBHITSHYTh U3 HErO OuepeIHOe NMPU3HAHKE.

— Tl ke roBopuia, 4to y TeOs1 MOMYUYMIIOCh CBA3ATHCS C OECTITIOTHBIM JIyXOM B IJIABHOM KpU-
cTajuie, ToKa sl BXOJ OXpaHsui? — 0ojiee CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM BO3pa3mil 30paH.

— 4 He xotena Bac. . . — opuIMaTIEHOE OOpAIIEHUE TOKA3aJI0Ch HEYMECTHO, U 51 OBICTPO CMEHMIIA
ero, — ... Te0sl paccTpanBaTh, HO KPUCTAJUT HE OTKJIMKHYJICS Ha MOH 30B.

BoBpemsi BCHOMHUJICSI YTPEHHUM Kazyc.

— BoITh HE MOXeT!

— Cama He oxuaa, — HAIyTh HE TIOKPUBIIIA TyIIOK.

— IMpusHaiicst, CuaHa, Thl UCMIOJIb30BAJIA MEHs?

OTtkyna MHe 3HaTh?

— Momunib? — Mpogokan HaCTauBaTh Ha OTBETEe 30paH.

Y mens 6wt apyrou Beixon? I[IpaBaa cocrosiiia B ToM, OH MHE ObUT Oe3pa3iiiyeH.

— MHe Heuero Tebe ckazartb.

30paH BMUT riepeMeHuics B Juiie. [IpuBeTinBoe BeIpakeHre NCuesnno, OH MOrpyCTHEN U Uy Th
HE TUIaKal.

— Cuana, ymorisiio, He Opocaii MeHs1. Xouelllb, 51 Beikpaay y Tansl Hwuii TeHeBOW KaMeHb?

CuiibHBIN ¢ BUILy MY)KYMHA TIPSIMO Ha I71a3aX MpeBpaTUICs B MOAKAOIyYHUKA.

— He Hayio Hudero Kpactse. $1 m3MeHmIach 1 coxanelo o cogestHHoM. [lymaio, Ham CTOWT Tpe-
KpaTUTb BUIETHCS.

HeBaxHo B 4be TeJI0 MEHs 3aHECNO, s He coOupanach U3MEHATh PUHLIUIIAM.

N3ymiieHre MeTbKHYIIO B I1a3ax 30paHa, TyObl IEPHYJIUCH U CJIOKUIIKCH B IMOJOOUE YIIBIOKH.
Ero nHuYHas yXMbUTKa MHE He ToHpaBuiachk. CoBceM.

— Tol Hy)xHa MHe, CuaHa, 51 HH 32 4TO He OCcTaBJIo TeOsi. OueHb CKOPO Thl OMAEIIb Ha ayKIIMOH
HEBECT, a s1 TeOs cracy. Boikymumo. Crenaio cBoei Cynpyroi.

Mse crano He 1o cebe. Bpose 1 ciioBa npaBuibHbIe, HO €ro 3allUKJIeHHOCTh Ha CraHe HepBU-
poBava.

— Ceiip 3opan! Xus Cuana! — paccek BO3[lyX CTaJIbHOM TOJIOC UMIIEpATOpa.

OO6epHynack. AHTaJI, BMecTe ¢ celipoM bpuHOM, 0 IOPOXKKE MU K HAM.

— Kakoro Byskajiaka OHM 3asIBUINCH? — BBIPYTajics MOW CITyTHHK.

— Beuep no6pbiii, — BCTpeTHIa s BEXKJIMBOU YJIBIOKOM XMYPbIX MYKUHH.

— YPOK My3bIKH OKOHYEH, — OKHHYJI HAC HeIOOPHIM B3IJISIIOM MMITIEpaTop.
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VX, Kakue MBI 3JIble.

— ¥ Hac ocTtaJioch ele Bpemsi! — caMOyBepeHHO BO3pasujl eMmy 30paH. — YXOJUTe U He MelllanTe
HaM.

— Bame Bpems aHHYJIMPOBAJIOCH.

— [Mouemy? — caMOJOBOJILHO YXMBUIbHYJICS 30paH.

— Cnegsamuymu Mastakamu ObUTO 3a(pUKCMPOBAHO HapyIIeHHe, — HelpepeKaeMbIM TOHOM OTBe-
THJI €My HaYaJIbHUK CTpaxu. — ECTb OCHOBaHMSI TOJIaraTh, 4TO BbI CIIEITUAIBHO CKOMITPOMETHPOBAIIA
xuto CuaHy, u ocjie 6ajia oHa JOKHA OyJeT MOKUHYTh OTOOp. Bpsa v KTO-HUOYAb U3 CEPOB PUCK-
HET CBSI3aTh XW3Hb C OMO30PEHHON YYaCTHHIICH.

— Tl crienaTbHO MeHS OMO30PHJI? — BBIPBAJIOCH Y MEHH.

— Ipuninocek. Tel gaBHO MoOenMIa. 1 roTOB HEMeJIeHHO clienaTh TeOs cBoei cyrnpyrou. Tede
HE HY)KHO Y4acCTBOBATh U MOABEPrath ceOs1 OMacHOCTH, — CKa3asl OH 0e3 Karuli pacKasiHus B TOJIOCE.

— Tot U meHst BeiOopa!

...Y €TUHCTBEHHOW HAJICK bl HA BO3BpAIlleHHEe JOMOM.

Most pyka B3METHYJIACh BBEpX, B THIIIMHE CaJja TPOMKO MPO3BYYall 3BYK IMOMICUYNHBI. 30paH ¢
OIPOMHBIM Y/IMBJIEHHEM MTOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHS ¥ ITPUJIOKUII PYKY K aJIelolIeMy OTIeYaTKy Ha IIeKe.

[Toka ero momatHyBIIAsiCSi CAaMOYBEPEHHOCTh BCTaBajla Ha MeCTO, sI, IPUTIONHSB IMHHYIO
100Ky, YCTpEeMUJIaCh B 3AMOK COOMPATh BEIIIH.

— TopornuTech 3apyunThCs MOJIEPKKON CepoB? — MOCIEA0BA 32 MHOW AHTAJL.

3a Koro oH MeHs1 mpuHuUMaeT? !

— 3auem? Mx uckarb Hajo0, a Bac HeT. Bol TyT, psagom. Kyna mporie Bac CKJIOHUTh HA CBOIO
CTOPOHY, YOequB B TMOUIBIX MOTHBAX ceiipa 30paHa, — HECKOJIBKO pa3IpakeHHO OTKJIUKHYJACh 1. —
[Tmoc, y Bac Ge3rpaHryYHAast BIACTb.

— Bbl nopazutesnbHO npsiMonuHeliHsbl, xusl CuaHa.

— IIpoctuTe, 4TO HE COOTBETCTBYIO BAllleMy MPE/ICTABICHUIO O OIarOBOCIMTAHHON JIEBYIIIKE.

— Bawm myuriie He 3HaTh, Kakoil 1 Bac ceOe MpeJICTaBIIsIIo, — HEOPEKHO MPOM3HEC AHTAT U Aaxe
HE ToIyMaJt u30aBUTHCS OT MPOHUYHOTO TOHA. — BbI O3B0 30paHy oNMaTh ceOs B JIOBYIIIKY, HE
cTapaeTech Ka3aThCsl MUJIOH, HE UILETE MOETO PACIIONIOKEHHSsI, Yero Bbl Ha CaMOM JieJie JOOMBaeTech,
Cuana?

— Huwuero.

— KpacuBbiM JIMYMKOM ¥ O4apOBaTEIbHON YIBIOKOW MEHS He TPOBECTH.

— BbI TOXE JOBOJIBHO MPUBJIEKATEIIBHBI, — HE OCTAJIACh B JIONTY, U PEIIUIa €CJIM yXK HAreTh, TO
10 KoHIA. — §1 cornacHa Ha Balry MOMOIIb.

Mawmouku, 4to 51 TBOpIO!

— ¥V moeii noMoIIy ecThb 1IeHa, — OMSATh STOT CHUCXOAUTEIBHO UPOHUYHBIN TOH.

— He 3Hana, uro 3akarHas ViMnepusi Ha rpaHH pa3opeHHs, — CEpIUTO 3aMeTHIIA 5.

AHTaI HE CTaJI CO MHOM CIIOPUTS, a KpaiiHe 3aMHTEPEeCOBAHHO MTOCMOTpeN Ha MeHs1. B ero riasax
OJ1eCHYIIO JMOOOMBITCTBO, U OH BBIBHHYJ CBOE YCIIOBHUE:

— Hukakux BcTpeu ¢ ceiipoM 30paHoMm.

— CornacHa, — coracuiach CXofy, TeM OoJiee sl M cama He XOTesia ero BUJIETh.

NmmnepaTtop ycMexHyJICs U CTPOCHUL:

— Th1 He Oynerib ckyuarh 1o 30paHy?

— Yto0BI 110 KOMY-TO CKy4aTh, HY)KHO €r0 XOTsI Obl KaleJIbKy JIIOOUTh, a s1 K HeMy HHUYEro He
UCIIBITHIBAIO, — HEMHOTO HECypa3HO OTBETHIIA f1.

Caj1 3aKOHYMJICS, MBI BBIIILTA HA IITMPOKYIO TTOKPHITYIO CEPHIMU TTMTAMH JIOPOTY, BEIYIIYIO K
3amKky. [lIupokas JaloHb CKOJB3HYJIA [0 MOEH pyKe, AHTaJI CKajl JIOKOTh U TIOBEPHYI K cede:

— YyscrBa 30paHa Koraa-HuOyIb ObUTH B3aUMHBI?

— He 3nar.
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Yero ummneparop poduBaics? MHe 1 BIIpsIMb HEBEIOMO, UTO UCTIBITBIBANIA K TIOJIEIy HACTOS-
mag CuaHa.

Mmneparop ynoBIETBOPEHHO YCMEXHYIICS M KaK-TO CTPAHHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha MEHSI.

— Bor BeI 1€, X151 Cuana! — mokasasiach n3-3a nmopopota nourenHas lHlpuaa. — 4 ¢ Hor counack,
pasbickuBas Bac!

Pa3maxuBas pykamu, oHa Mocrienimia K HaMm.

— Bamte TemHoe BenmuecTBo, — HEyKJTIOXke MpHcesa OHa Tiepe/i AHTAJIOM He B TITyOOKOM peBe-
pance. — Coopsl Ha OaJT UIYT MOJHBIM XOIOM, MOEH IMOJONICUHON HYKHOUM ITOUTH CO MHOM.

— 4 pazpernaio Bam 3a6path Cuany, — orcrpanmicst AHTan — Ho Biipens He cMeiTe Ham MeliaTh.

— K-k-kak ckaxere, — 3aMKasich MpoOOpMOTaIa YHpaBIsIoOmas W, CXBaTUB MEHS 3a PYKY,
KOPOTKO OypKHYa: — 3a MHO¥ !
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I'maBa 8

MBblI He NOILIM, MBI e[1Ba JI1 He nodexaiu. M Kak B Ipy3HOH JKEHILMHE yMeIlaeTcsl IpPOTHUBO-
peuMBBIi 1yX crioprcMeHa. Eil o cuity npeosiosnieBath 3a0eru ¢ NpensTCTBUsMMU.

— OT160p He HavaJcs, a Thl yXkKe ONOo30pHiiach! — MBIXTA Kak MapoBO3, TAIMIa OHA MEHs 3a
coOO¥ T10 JIECTHHUIIE B 3aMOK.

Jlakeil B TEMHO-3€JIEHOW C IMO30JI0TOM JIMBPEE OTKPBUI IBEPh. MHMO paclIUThIX cepeOpoM
JVBAHOB M KYLIETOK MBI IIPOLLIM B IPOXJIAAHBIMA CBET/IbIA XOJIJI, OTKYJA JIyYMKaMU PacXOJUJIUCh
roctuHble. Co BTOPOro 3Taxa JOHOCWINCH OKUBJIEHHBIE IEBUYBH roj1oca. HeCcKoIbKO 3anbIxaBImxcs
TOPHUYHBIX CITyCKAJIOCh I10 JIECTHULIE, U B CAMOM JOBOJIBHOW U3 HUX 5 y3HaJIa CBOIO IIOMOILHULLY.

—T'oBOpI0 BaM, MOEH XO31Ke JOCTAaHETCSA CaMbli JTydni cevip. OHa ¢ yTpa roTOBUTCS K BE4ep-
Hemy Oaiy. Ee koxka cusier, a mpruecka Oe3yrpedna. Bel He Buzienu ee riatbe! OHO BEMKOJIENHO! —
Pa3HOCHJICA 110 JIECTHUILIE 3HAKOMBIM XBAaCTJIMBBIM T010C Pujsl.

— A Tam He TBOS roCIoXa CTOUT? — XUXUKHYJIa MWIOBUHAs TopHUYHas. [lonydns non3aTbuib-
HHK OT MOEW TOPHUYHOM, OHa OBICTPO cOeskajia 1Mo CTyNeHbKaM U CKPbLUIach B OOKOBOM KOPHUJIOPE.

OcranbHble AEBYNIKYM NOcHEIM 3a Hel. HUKTO He XoTen monacte Ha Iv1a3a yInpasisiolien.
Ho Pupe ve nosesio.

— [Nouemy TBOsI MoAONEYHast HE TOTOBUTCS K Oasty? — TPOMKO BOIIPOCHJIA OHA Y MOEM TOMOIII-
HULIBIL.

— Ilouemy, roroBurcs.

VX THI. {I MCKpeHHee N03aBUI0BaJIA €€ BBIICPKKE.

— Meicnenno, — npopomkwia Puia, Bpa3BalouKy CITyCKasCh IO JIECTHHULE. YIIpaBisoIas
CKENITUYECKU BBITHYJIA OpOBb. — MBICJIEHHO NPUMEpSIET IJIaThe, MBICIEHHO MOAOMpAET MPHUECKY,
MBICJIEHHO BBIOMpaeT KaBajepa.

— OHa 1 Ha 6aJ1 MBICJIEHHO MOM/IeT? — MO-/IeTCKH Ha/Ty/lach YIIPaBJIsIONIasl.

— XBartut npuayMbiBaTh, cectpa. CuaHa BoBpeMs Oyaer rortosa k Oamy. S Tebe obemaino, —
nofonIa K HaMm Punia u yeiOHymach cBoed HermopaxkaeMo 3BEPCKO YIIBIOKOH.

Cecrpa? Pupa-lllpuga. ¥ Hux u umeHa co3ByuHsl. C TpyaoM BEpWIJIOCH, UYTO OHU U BIIPABIY
CECTpBl. 3aTO CTaJIO MOHATHO, OTKYA Y MOE! IMOMOIIHUIIBI KOMaHAMPCKUE 3amallky. VX oHa Ko MHe
Y IIPUMEHHUIIA.

— berom B cianbHIO NIEpeoaeBaTbCs, IPUHUMATh BaHHY U IyMaTh O XOpoIem !

OT ee KOMaHAMPCKOTO TOHA HOTM CaMM ITOHECIIN MEHS BBEPX I10 JIECTHULIE.

— 3aueM el Jymarb 0 XopouieM? — MOUHTEPECOBAJIACH YITPABJIAOILIAL.

MHe camo#i cTajIo O4eHb JII0OOIBITHO.

— OT 110XMX MBICJIEN MOPLIUHBI MOSABJIAIOTCA, @ MHE €€ ITPUCTPOUTH Hal0. MeHbIle MOPILIVH,
BBIILIE IIAHCHI BBINTU 3aMYyX!

Jlyuie 6 ckasana, rae B3ATh YyJEeCHBIN apTedaKT, UCIIOTHSIONMH kenanusl. 51 Obl BepHyIach
JOMOM, U HUKOT'O IIPUCTPanuBaTh He NMpULUIOCh. Y CHaHbl BPOZE YKE KEHUX UMEJICH.

«W 4ero mecTHbIe JIEBYIIKYU 3aMYyX PBYTCSI?» — paccykana s, HeXach B apOMAaTHON BaHHE.
Heyxemm 6ostcst octarbest crapbiMu eBamu? He oHM JOSIKHBI OOATBCS, @ MYKYMHBL. DTO UX Marus
n30paHHuLl noAnuTeiBaeT. Hago 010 ycTpanBaTh He JKEHCKHA, a MyKcKoi otoop. He-e-er, ¢ Takumu
MBICJISIMHA MHE TIpsIMasi 10pora B MOA3EMEIIbE.

He 3Hato, uyTo 3a 3exbs1 JoOaBuia Puna B Bozy, Korga rotoBriia BaHHY, HO YyBCTBOBaa s ceOst
HAMHOTO JIy4llie. DHeprusi Tak u Oypmuina. HakunyB xanar, s 604po MpoIecTBOBajIa B CHAIBHIO.

[MomomHuMIIa yMyYanach MOTOPAIUIMBaTh MOPTHUX C OAJbHBIM IUIATHEM U, B OXKUAAHUU ee, s
pelunIa HeHaoro npuieds. Jlexka Beerga qymaercs Jydie. A MHE O MHOT'OM IPEACTOSUIO TIOpas-
MBICJIUTD.
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Brpyr, HecMOTpsi Ha TOIAEPXKKY MMIIEpaTopa, MEHsI STUM BEeYepoM MO30pPHO MCKIIOYaTr C
otoopa? Kak m3bexarsb aykimoH HeBecT? He moBenyT e MeHs1 HACUJIbHO Ha TOpPru?

Ha kpoBath ynana B pacTpeBOKEHHBIX UyBCTBaX U OOJIBHO-TIPEOOJIHHO yIapuiiack 000 4TO-TO
TBEpIOe.

— Oi1! — nocypIaiCcs NPUITYILIEHHBI BCKPUK.

— Ko Tam? — HacTOpokeHHO cripocuia 1.

— 3710 1.

«[Toutanbon IleukrH, nprHeC 3aMeTKy O Ballleld TOPsIYKe», — Ha HEPBHOM MOYBE MOJCKA3AJI0
CO3HaHUeE.

Tpsicsick OT cTpaxa, CMEIIAHHOTO C HANPSKEHHBIM OKMIAHUEM, OCTOPOXKHO yOpasa MOLYIIKY
Y XOPOIIEHBKO MPOMOPrajiach, He Bepsi COOCTBEHHBIM IJ1a3aM.

Ha nipocteine sesxan Kpucraiui.

— Kro 1e6s mogOpocun? — HeyBEpeHHO KOCHYJIAch 5 KOHYMKAMH MANbIEB OTILIA(OBAHHON
KaMEHHOI ITOBEPXHOCTH.

— Hukro mHe He Opoca, Thl caMa MeHs Halula, — OOMKEHHBIM JIETCKMM TOJIOCOM pa3fiaioch
U3 TIOJIBIXHYBIIIETO OMPIO30BBIM CBETOM KpHCTAJLIA.

Hckopku 3aberany 1o rpaHsiM, 4epe3 Mpo3pavHoe CTEKJIO BbLIe3Ja MOMYIpOo3pavyHast Jibicast
rojioBa peOeHKa, a ¢ XJIONKOM OH TMOJHOCTBIO MOSBMIICS M caM. Yepes mosynpo3pauHoe Oenecoe
TeJIbIe C )KMBOTHKOM IPOCTyMajia y3opuaTas ClIMHKa KpoBaTu. BMecTo HOr y majbuyyraHa umerscs
XBOCTHK, MPSAMO KaK y [UKUHA.

— BbecruoTtHbli 1yx OBy FOTOB OTBETUTH HA TBOM BOIPOCHI! — MPOCHUSIT MATbYyTaH.

— Bce ke, kak ThI ciofia nonai? B cmbiciie, Ko MHe, O/ TOAYIIKY ?

— He 3Haio, — Ha niiie qyxa NOsSIBUIOCHh BRIPAKEHHUE TIOJTHOM pacTepsiHHOCTH. — [lociennee, 4to
TMIOMHIO, s IOYYBCTBOBAJI TBOM 30B. TeOe HykHa Obl1a MOS TIOMOIITb.

OH npaB. MHe HyXeH ObUT KprcTasll. BOKpyr Hero KpyXXujinuch MbICIH, TIPEK/IE YeM yCHYIA.

— Ho pasBe kpucrasuisl nepeHocsITesi? — CI0Ba yIpsIMO COPBATUCH C MOMX TyO.

— WHorna, — B3BOIIHOBAaHHO 3ameTalics 1o creHe OBy, MOAHMUMAsSICh K TIOTOJKY. Tam 1 3aBuC.
3anpoK1HYB TOJIOBY, CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— MeHns HakaxyT. Sl yChIUJI CTaperIero ayxa, — MoXkaaoBajcs MaJblll.

— ThI ycbInui ayX B IJIaBHOM KpHUCTasuie? — yAUBUIIACH 5.

OmByz pacTepssHHO MOPTHYJI U TIOJUIETEN KO MHE.

— Mmne npunuiocs ero ychinuth. Crapeiinuii BUCTOH XoTen mnpenynpeautb umreparopa o
TBOEeM mosiBieHnH, Beponnka CokoioBa, — ¢ MOAKYMAOIIEH NCKPEHHOCTBIO CO3HAJICS OSCTITIOTHBIN
JyX.

C npe1aHHOCTHIO M 3aTa€HHBIM CTPAXOM OH CMOTpEJ Ha MEHS.

BrepBbie ycibiiaB B 4y:kOM MHUpE CBOE HACTOsIIIIee MM, sI BIIaJIa B CTYTIOP.

— Tol 3HaeMIb, KTO 517 — MOACKOUMIIA C KPOBATU U B3IJIsSIHYJIA HA IBEPb, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO B JTI0O0M
MOMEHT I'pO3UJIa NMOsABUThCA Prja.

— 3Halo He TOJIBKO £, HO U cTapeuinuii Ayx. Yero BcTpeBoxuiack? Onacaeibcsi, YT0 TOpHUIHAS
MeHsI YBUIUT? — OoJbIllMe, HeBUHHbIC I71a3a MaJbuyraHa 3aBOJIOKJIA TUIOTHast JbIMKa. OHU cTaiu
MOJHOCTBIO Oenble. — He xiu ee ckopo, OHa CHOPUT C MOPTHUXAMHU W3-3a TBOETO IuiaThsi. Eil He
HpaBUTCs BbIpe3. OHa XOUeT ero yBeJIM4UTh, — C KAKUM-TO JETCKMM 030pCTBOM o001 OBy,

JpIMKa paccesinach, ¥ OH MPUCTATBHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS.

— Tel mpubbUla K HAM W3 HEMaru4yeckoro Mupa. B BameM Mupe marndeckue TMOTOKH He
akTUBHBL. OTKPBITH MOPTAJ MEpeHoca ¢ Ballleldl CTOPOHBI HEBO3MOXKHO, €ro 3aIlyCTHIIM M3 HaIlero
mMupa. Ho 4toObl rpanb Mesxay MUpaMy He ICTOHUMIIACh, ¥ OHU HE CTOJIKHYJIMCh, OOBEMHUBIIICH B
OJIVH HECOBEPILIEHHBII, BMECTO TeOs1 I0JKEeH ObUT OCTAThCS TBOM ABOMHUK. fl HE UyBCTBYIO M3MEHe-
Huil. ['panuna Mexxy Mupamu He HapyiieHa. [lepeHoc mporiesn 6e3 moce/ICTBUI.

— Kak ckopo 51 cMory BepHyTbCsl JOMOI? — 3a/1aj1a CaMblil BaXKHBII /111 MEHs BOIIPOC.
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[Napa nerckux r71a3 ¢ HEIOYMEHHUEM CMOTPEJIM Ha MEHsI, CJIOBHO $1 CIISITUIIA.

— 3auem? B TBOEM Mupe HeT Marumn?

— HeBasxHo. 3a TO¥ rpaHbio OcTaiach MOSI CeMbsl. Sl BCIO JKU3HB K1j1a 0€3 Maruu 1 JaJIbille Kak-
HUOYIb POXUBY. Tem Ooree, s1 HE yMEIO €10 TOJIb30BaThCsl, — OTBETUJIa COMBUMBO, MOIJISIIBIBAS HA
JBEPb B OKUAAHUY MprXoa Pusbl.

JlyX, KOHEUHO, MPeAyNpeiI, YTO OHA 33/IePXKUBAETCS, HO KpOME Hee KO MHE MOIJIU TOKaJo-
BaTh U JIPyTUe rOCTH.

— ¥V 1e0s ecth 1Ba criocoda BEpHYTHCS B CBOW MUP, — UyTh MOMSIBIINCH, ITpor3Hec OBy 1
3amomua. Kaxercs, oH a1 OT MeHsI KaKOW-TO peaklvu. f ero u moAToKHyJIa.

— Yro 3a criocoOb1?

— OmnacHsle.

Mens otroBapuBaior?

— He comueBatoch, — nana st noHsAth OMiByy, 4TO HE MepeayMalo.

— U XU3HBIO pUCKHYTH TOTOBA? — THYJI CBOE OSCIIJIOTHBIN JIyX.

— I'oToBa, — YBEpEHHO OTO3BAJIACH £I.

— Tebst He nepeyOenuTh? — MOHYPO OIMYCTHJI TOJIOBY MaJIbuyTaH.

— Botock, uto HeT, — Kak Obl B IOATBEP:KICHUE CBOMX CJIOB 51 OTPULIATENIHHO MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— Torpa ciymaid, — rpycTHO ipor3Hec OLIBY/ U €ro 3aTyMaHEHHbIN B3IVIS1/] BHOBb YCTPEMUIICS
Ha MeHs1. — OTKPBITh MOPTAJI MEK/Ly MUPAMHU TO/IBJIACTHO MIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIM MaraM, HO BO BpeMsI
1710027 TbHOM YMCTKYA MHOTHE M3 HUX MTOTHOJTH, T€, KTO OCTAJICS B )KUBBIX, TIOBEPIJIMCH OITYCTOIICHUIO.
WX maruio 3aKTI04MIi B TeHeBble KaMHU. Haiifenis apTedakT, BOIbElh Maruio paBHyIO 3aKJII04YEH-
HOM B apTeakTe, moptan otkpoercs. Ho ecTs yciioBre: B MOMEHT NIepeHoca IBOMHUK JOJIKEeH 3aHSTh
TBOE MecTo. Bropoii crioco0, cameiii mpoctoit. Ctath M30paHHUIIEH UMIIEpaTOpa, BOZHECTUCH, 3aBJIa-
JIeB CBUTKOM, U TIOJy4UTh CHITY lemuypra. Bce Mupbl noguunsaTest tede. Thl CMOKeIb OTKPBITh TIPO-
XOJI B CBOM MU, TIOAJIep)KUBast OajaHc, pa3bickath CHaHy U BEpHYTH ee JIOMOM.

— Hu oqviH 13 cocoOOB He BHITJISIANT JIETKUM, — HEXOTs TIPU3HATIA 1.

S nomkHa BRIMTPaTh OTOOP ¥ OOMAHOM 3aBJIaJIeTh CBUTKOM, JIMOO HAWTH BOJIIICOHBIN KAMEHb,
Pa3BUTh Maru4ecKre CriocCOOHOCTH, OTHICKATh HEMOHATHO Kak B Apyrom mupe CuaHy U MOMEHSIThCS
C HEll MecTaMu.

— I'ne kameHb BOJITIEOHBIN HAWTH, THI HE 3HACIIIL? — CIIPOCHUIIA, IOHUMAS, YTO He TIPE/ICTABIISAIO,
IJIe ero UCKAaTh.

Heyxemu npuaercst obokpacts umrieparopa? 3adparb y Hero camoe goporoe. M 4o npu sTom
MOJKET TOWUTH HE Tak?..

Bce!
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I'maBa 9

Mamouku, s naxe pavproBarh He ymelo. [la 1 oH He pacnonaraet K ¢aupty. MykecTBeHHas
KpacoTa M BBICOKas amieThyeckas (purypa aesanyd AHTajga HEOTpa3UMbIM, HO HEYKpOTMMasl BJIacT-
HOCTb, XOJIOIHAs1 OTCTPAHEHHOCTh — HEAOCATAEMBbIM.

ITpore camoii OTKpPHITH MOPTaJI, YEM CTaTh U30PAHHULIEH UMIIEpaTopa.

— I'me xpaHATCS TeHeBble KAMHH, BEZIOMO TOJIBKO MMIIEPATOPy M €ro MPUOIMKEHHBIM, — YyTh
noxaJ rnjaedyamu OmByn. Moi, HI4eM He MOry IIOMOYb.

— Mosker Bce pacckaszarh uMmriieparopy? Bapyr oH cxkanurcs, caM OTIacT MHe apTedakT U ¢
nouckamu CHuaHbl B JpyrOM MHUPE TIOMOXKET?

— Emy Hemp3s1 0 TeOe 3HaTh. Marus 4ykakoB HelpejcKasyema, a B HalleM Mupe u 6e3 Toro
ITPOMCXOJAT HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMbIE Marun4ecKue BCIUIECKHM, TBOM Marn4ecKui cocyn orycromar. Tel
MOJTHOCTBIO JIMIINANIBCA Maruu U YaCTUYKM JyIIH.

Marwuio He *kaJjKo, a BOT CBOIO yIlly OTJaBaTb HE XOUETCH.

Sl B 3alyMUMBOCTHM 3aCKOJIb3MJIA B3MJISIOM IO KOMHATE W HEBOJIBHO 3aJ€pXkajjach Ha CBOEM
OTPaXEHUM B 3EPKAJIE.

— Ho Cuana otkpbuia nopraj, s TOMy JOKa3aresabcTBo. Hano nuine HauT TOro, KTo MMeEET
JOCTYH K KaMH$M. I 3Hal0, C 4ero HavyaThb, — y/AbIOHY/IAaCh 51 M C HEKHOCTBIO IOCMOTpeJIa Ha gyxa. OH
oueHb BoBpeMs nossuiics. Paccniporry Keliapy, oTKyza y ee cecTpsl JOCTYII K BaXKHBIM apTedaKkTam.

— Ona nper!

[Mpesxne yem s ycriena cooOpasuTh, 0 KOM ropopu1 OIIBY/, OH JbIMKOW ITPOCOYMIICS B KPH-
craju1. CXBaTuB €ro, CyHyJ1a nox nogynky. OHa ogo3puTeNIbHO BIIMpala BBEPX. BoITalms u3-nox
MOAYIIKM KPUCTaJLJI, NIEpenpATaia ero 1noj TSKEISHHbIM ITyX0BOM MaTpac. Bce MaxuHaumu ¢ Kpu-
CTaJIJIOM IIpoJeJiajla 3a HECKOJIBbKO ceKyH. EnBa ycnena.

JIBepb Oe3 cTyka OTBOpUIIAch, U B KOMHaTy Boluia Puna. OHa cMepuia MeHsl TakuM NOA03pu-
TEJILHBIM B3IVI[OM, YTO ILEKU aX 3albUIANIN.

— IlpusHaBaiics1, — cienaB 3(peKTHy0 nay3y, CTPOro MpHIIyprIa I1a3a moMonHuna. Ei b1
B IIBITOYHYI0, TIO]] €€ MBITJMBBIM B3[JISIIOM HUKTO OBl JOJITO HE Ipojaepxkacs. 51 u cama 4yioM yaep-
’KaJach, He BBUIOXKMJIA i ITpaBay Npo Kpuctal. HaTypaibHbIM 00pa3oM s3bIK MpUKycHia. — Thl efa
IIPUITPATAHHbIE TUPOKHbIE?

Sl mocmoTpena Ha MOJHOC, TAE CTOAJIA TapelKa C KPOUIKaMH, OCTAaBJIEHHAs C YTpa, U BMECTO
TOTO, YTOOBI OTPYraTh HEPAAMBYIO IIOMOIIIHUILY, C OOJIErYeHreM OTBETHJIA:

— He ynepxanace.

—3alyzb 0 MMPOKHBIX, MHAYE B IJIaThe He Bie3elb! — Puaa Gpocuia rmiaTbe ¢ BOpOXoM 000pOK
U pIoUIel Ha KpOBaTh, U OTKPOBEHHO IIPUHSJIACh MEHS OCMaTpuBarh. — A Thl HUYEro. I'pynp ecrs,
TaJIusl OCUHAs, HOTH [UIMHHBIE U €CTh 3a YTO YXBATUTHCA. EIllb CBOM MUPOKHBIE, HO HE YBJIEKANCA.

— Ilocrapatoce He niepeenars.

I[Moka ona momMorana o6ma4aTbesl B IJIaThe, s OCTOPOKHO paccrpocuia ee mpo 6ai. MHoro i
rocrer oxuaaoT? ['oros m 3an? He nmanupyercs im Kakoe CKpbITHOE cocTsA3aHue? CKOJIBKO TaHLIEB
JOIYCTUMO MPOIYCTUTb, YTOObI HE MPOCIIBITh TPYOMSHKON? 3aHsATasl NONPABJIEHUEM CKJIAJ0K, KpY-
’eBa M 000POK, OHA TIOCTENIEHHO Havasla CepIUThCS U3-3a MO OONTIMBOCTH, U 51 COUJIa 32 JIydilee
YMOJIKHYTb.

— Huuero, cama yBuKy.

Ho ee cHoBa oTBEKIN.

Pa3pasncs cTyk B ABEpb, M 3ambIXaBIIAsACA YIPABJIAIOLIAsA BBAINIACh B KOMHATY.

— Vxac! IlepBble rocti HauasIu MpUObIBaTh, a XUt CuaHa He roToBa! — MPSIMO ¢ MOpora Haiy-
CTUJIaCh OHA Ha HaC.
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— MBI OYTH 3aKOHYMIIM, — KOPOTKO OTBeTW/Ia Puja, ycaxuBast MeHs miepes] HaroJIbHbIM 3ep-
KaJIOM.

— VBepeHa? — 1 yIpaBJslionias ¢ HOT /IO TOJIOBBI OKMHYJIa MEHsI OLIEHUBAIOIIUM B3TJISIIOM.

— bornee yem.

Vxons, Hlpuaa 4yTe 11 HE KUTIENA OT HETOJOBAHUS.

TeMm BpeMeHeM ee cecTpa BOBCIO TPYAUIACh HAJl MOMMU BOJIOCAMH.

3aKOHYMB C MPUYECKON, MHE JaJTM TY(JIM B TOH IJIATHIO HA BHICOKOM KaOIyKe.

— Kwmyt! — s HegoymeHHO BO33puiiack Ha Puny.

— HagepHoe, kakas-HUOy/Ib TOPHUYHASI IO yKa3Ke XO3AWKU B TY(IM MOJACHIIAIA THLIBIYY
oOpaTku. Marust Ha Hee He JieiicTByeT. DddekT HeoOpaTuMm, — He Ha IIYTKY paclepekruBaiach
MIOMOIIIHUIIA. — VI3BUHM, HO APYTUX HET. YTPEeHHUE 51 OTAajIa OYMCTUTDh — Ha HUX I'Ps3b ObLIA.

— Hudero, B 3TuX Kak-HUOY/Ab NOKOBBUISIO, — CKPUBWIACH SI OT HETPUSTHBIX OIIYIICHH.
[Manblel Ha HOTaxX CJIOBHO TUCKaMU caaBuiii. ClesnaB nepBble KPOIIEUHbIE [Iary 10 HalpaBJICHUIO K
ABEpH, He yaepKaaach U OXHYJIA.

I'msinsa Ha MOM MydeHHsl, TOMOIIIHHIIA XMYPUJIach, Kak OyITO cama BhIIIaruBaja B y3KUX Tyd-
TSIX.

— Haiiny sty ranuny, ol u 3agam eit! — 3710 ¢pIpKaia oHa.

— Ciona Ol yIOOHYIO Mapy Tarno4yek, — HECKOJIbKO IaroB N0 KOMHaTe, U 51 TOTOBA OblIa YepThl-
XaTbCs, 10 TOTO TY(IIN Kasu.

— Tw1 mpo pomaraue Tyu? — Borpoc Pusibl mpo3Byyas ¢ Takoi 3a00TOM, 4TO s caMo coO0i
BCTIIOMHIJIA O POJJHOM JOME.

— Tr1 pa3buparna Moo cymKy ¢ Bemamu? Tam Obutd Ty, — ¥ ¢ OTPOMHBIM OOJIerYeHrEM
cOpocuia KaHJaJIbl C HOT. YK JIydIiie O0CMKOM, YeM B HUX.

— ITouemy s ux He BeIOpocuiIa? — npoOypyaia Pusia, oTkpeiBas CTBOPKY mKada.

Eme HemHoro noOypyas, OHa BCy4rsia MHE MOH TY(IH.

«Ha Hu3koM kabmyke», — ¢ O1a)XKeHCTBOM OTMETHIIA $1, TPOXaKMBAsICh 10 KOMHATE.

— T'oroBa? — 3arnsHyna k Ham Illpuaa u okuMHYJIa MEHSI OLEHUBAOIIUM B3IsLA0M. OcMOTp
3aHsUT y Hee HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I. Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYB, OHa Bejiena: — CrycKaiicsi BHU3.

— 3armu Bcex, — pacielpuiach Ha TeIioe MoXeJIaHue MOsI TIOMOIITHHILIA, U BCJIe/ 32 YIIpaBJis-
IOLLEH S BHILIUIA B KOPUIIOP.

S ayBcTBOBasIa cebst He B cBOel Tapenke. Hukorma mpesk/ie He ObiBasia Ha Oajiax ¥ HEMHOTO
HEepBHUYAJIA.

Bnaronaps Pugsie s1 xoTs1 Obl He TiepekuBasia 3a BHEITHUI BU/I. [1o MOMM HenpeB3sThIM MepKam
BBITJIsIZIENIA TTPOCTO YY/IECHO.

[1naTbe MoTyHOUHO-CHHETO 1IBETa U3 HEKHEMIIIETO aTlaca UMEJIO BBIPa3UTENIbHbINA BEPX, UHKPY-
CTUPOBAHHBIN OSJIBIMH KpPHUCTATMKaMU. JIng miathst mioTHO 06J1eran y3Kyio Tajauio, Ieiasi ee BU3y-
QJIBHO ellle YK€, M MOMYePKUBAI TPpyab. PYKH 10 JIOKTEN CKpBIBAJIM MOMYIPO3PAYHBIE MEPUYATKH C
BSI3BIO U3 cepeOpHCTHIX Y30poB. [IbiHas 100Ka MATKO UCKPUJIACh B MPUIIIYIIIEHHOM CBETE Marmye-
CKMX CBETHJIBHUKOB. B TEMHBIX BOJIOCAaX, YJIOKEHHBIX B BBICOKYIO IMPHUECKY, OJIECTeNN IIIIbKH,
BEHYAEMBbIE IPArOlEHHBIMA KaMHSIMH.

Cryckasich 1o JieCTHHIIE B OaIbHYIO 3aJTy, 1 YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 AJMcol B cTpaHe uynec. OpHa
B HEM3BECTHOM 3aMKE M HET HUKOT0, KTO YKa3as Obl paBUJIbHBINA My Th. 1111a Ha 3ByKHM MY3BIKH.

Kax TosnbKo s1 OCTHUIIA TPOCTOPHOW TOCTUHOM, TO 3aCThUIa B HEPEIMTENILHOCTH Ha Tiopore. B
MHOTOJTIOJJHOM TOJIIIE, B IIMKE MECTPOro IIeJKa, MeJIbKOM 3aMeTHJIa y4acTHUI] 0TOopa. OHU CTOSIH
Ha HU3KOM TIbe/IeCTasle POBHBIMHU psilaMH, M B KakoM u3 HuX Keftapa, pasrisaers He ynanock. [pu-
CYTCTBYIOLIMX B 3aJie TOCTeH 51 BUjesa Biepble. [IpuMeuarenbHo, 4To cpe MyKYMH Ha Oalt moka-
JIoBaJ M cerpbl. Okuiasi, MoKa JBOPELKUI COOOIIUT O MOEM MPUXOJIE, s1 OCMOTpesia OaJIbHYIO 3aTy.

Haronnennast cepeOprCTbIM M TOYOBIM CBETOM OI'POMHAsi TOCTUHASI BBITJISIEa POCKOIIHO.
ThICSYM UCKOPOK CHSUTH BBICOKO TIOJ] TIOTOJIKOM, OTPaXasich MEPIAIONIMM JOXKIEM Ha YepHOM Mpa-
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MopHOM Toiry. OTYero Kasajioch, 4TO MOJ HOTaMHU KPYXKWIICS PO CBEPKAIOIINX CBEPYKOB. CTEHbI
yKparam u3sinHbie ppecku. besocHexHble 1IBETh 0OBUBAIM TEMHBIE KOJIOHHBI.

OT Bu1a 3TOM KPacoThl y MeHsI NepexBaTuiio Jpixanue. Kazanocs, s cruto.

Bepy B HepeaJIbHOCTb TIPOUCXOMSAIIETO YCUIIMBAIU OJIEThIE C UTOJIOUKH M UICATBHO TTPUYecaH-
Hble TocTi. OHU CJIOBHO MPOBEJM HE OJIUH JIeHb B cOOpax Ha Oas. UTo y MyK4MH, YTO Yy JKEHIIMH
BOJIOCHI OBLTH YJIOXKEHBI BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY, @ CAMHM BBITJISIICIIH MOATSHYTHIMH, KaKk OyATO MO yTpam
3aHUMAJIUCh TPOOEKKOM. [lake y EeHITMH MOYTEeHHOTo BO3pacTa He HaOIoaIoch ApsObIX TUied 1
OTBUCIIIEH KOXKHU.

[Mapp! M1aBHO KPYKMIIMCh B LIEHTPE 371, a OCTAJIbHbIE, pa30OMBIIMCH HA TPYIIIHI, ObLIN MOTJIO-
IIeHbI OecelaMu.

— Xus Cuana Onb3eck ! — BaKHO, BO BeeyCIIbIINIaHUe OOBIBUI MyKUMHA B JTMBpee. bakeHOap/bl
Ha ero IieKax MpUIaBaji BEINIaBOCTH.

ToJIbKO OH 3aMOJTUall, My3bIKa U PA3rOBOPBI TOKE CTHXJIM.

[Non npuiesioM MHOKECTBA Map I71a3, PaclpaBUB IUICUH, AepXka CITUHY MPSIMO, s BOIIUIA B 3aJl.
B HactynuBIei TUIIIMHE TPOMKHI CTYK KaOJTyKOB MPO3BYYaIl MyJEMETHON OYePe/Ibio.

B3BosiHOBaHHAsI TOBBIIIEHHBIM BHIMAHHUEM, OIIYIIAs CIMHOM IMPOBOXKAIOIINE 3aMHTEPECOBAH-
HbIE B3IJISIIBI, 51 TIOIUIA K OCJIENUTEIbHO HAPSKEHHBIM YYacTHUIIAM. Y JIaJIbHEl CTEHbI, HA BO3BBIIIIE-
HUM B Kpecie C BBICOKOM CIMHKOW, HATIOMUHAIOIIEM TPOH, Boccenan umreparop. OH cMoTpen Ha
MeHsI TAKMM TIBITJIMBBIM B30POM, CIIOBHO COOMPAJICS MPSIMO Ha Oajly YCTPOUThH JOMPOC C MPHUCTpa-
CTHEM.

[Noxoxe, KTO-TO COBCEM HE YMEET BECEIUThC.

Jlerkuii mopox, JOHOCSINUIACS OT AaJIbHEW CTEHbI, 3aCTaBWJ MEHsI HacTOpoxkuThcs. Crens-
IIeiicst IHIMKON KO MHE TOTSIHYJICSI CTYCTOK ThMBI. $1 TJ1a30M He ycrena MOPrHyTh, Kak YepHUIIbHAS
ThbMa CXJIBIHYJIA, U B Mape IaroB OT MeHsI MPOSIBUIIMCh OUYepTaHusl AHTaA.

B ronose npomenbkHY/1a MBIC/Ib, 2 HE IPUBHUIEIIOCH JIM MHE YepHOe BO3AYIIHOE HeuTo. Mory-
IIIECTBO UMIIEPaTOpa OAHOBPEMEHHO IYTaJIO U BIIEYATIISLIIO.

[NonxBaTuB 100KY M CHEIaB HAJIeKAIUIA PEBEPAHC, s BbIIABUIIA U3 ceOsl YIIBIOKY.

— Bul B Ty(hnisix? — mpunogHsin OpoBU TEMHBIN BJIaJIbIKA.

— B yem xe eme. He 6GocrkoM ke uaTu Ha Oall, — ero BOIPOC HACTOJIBKO MEHS YIMBUIL, UTO S
MUTOM 3a0bUIa O BHYTPEHHHX MEPEKUBAHUSX.

Ha yto nummneparop ToJIbKO yCMEXHYIICSI.

— Xwus Cuana, Bbl onazzipiBaete. CHOBa, — OecriepeMOHHO BMenanack Hasa. — Maure Kk Ham.
Bb1 1octatouHO HAC 3aepKaiIu.

— Bac HuKTO He 3a/iepKUBaeT, Bbl BOJBHBI YWTH, KOIJA TOXENaeTe, — HAAMEHHO C J0Jei
HACMEIIKU OTBETHJT UIMIIepaTop.

— [pomry mpoinenusi, Baie TEMHOE BeJIMYECTBO, 32 MOCTICHTHbIE BBIBOMIBI, — JOBOJIBHO CYXO0, HO
y4tuBo u3BMHUIack Hasana.

41 He cMoTryIa He BOCXUTHUTBCS €€ caMoo0sIaJaHueM.

—Mys3bIky! — ckomaHoBaa crosimias B yronke [lpuna, v nerkast Menoaust pa3Heciach 1o 3aiy.

Kak Obl BOCXUTHTENBHO TMOJMBIIASCA MENOAMs HE 3BydYasa, TAHIEBaTh HUKTO HE WM3BOJIMIL.
locTy 1 yyacTHMIIB 0TOOpA IPOAOIKATH TISUTUTHCS HA HAC C UMIEPaTopoM. MeHsl OXBaTHUJIO XKIy-
yee JKeJlaHue HeMeUIEHHO renapuThest. JKenarensHo cpasy B cBoit Mup. OJJHO3HAYHO MPOUCXOASINEE
erte 1o1ro OymyT oocyxaars. COMHEBAOCh, YTO AHTAJI BCEX JIEBYILIEK BBIXO/IMII BCTPEYaTh Ha MOpore
OaTbHOM 3aJIbl.

—IMo3BonuTe MHE Bac MPoBOAUTH, XMst CraHa? — peiiokuI MHe pyKy AHTtan. Ero ryosl ciierka
APOTHYIU B MOA0ONH YIIBIOKH.

Sl mocyniHO MPOTSIHYIA K HeMY J1a10Hb. OIyTHB MO/ MaTbI[aMHU MSTKYIO TKaHb Ha €ro pyKase,
HEBOJILHO 3aTania AbixaHue. JJ0MKHO ObITh, U 51 TPOHUKJIACH €70 BEJMUECTBEHHBIM CTATYCOM. XOTS
Ha MeHsI U He ObLJIO Moxoxke. BhICOKMe MOCThl HUKOT/IA MPEek/e He KPYKUJIM MHE TOJIOBY.
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MBbI HEeCTIeITHO TOCTUTIIN IMPOKOTO MOCTAMEHTa C YYaCTHHUILIAMHM, ¥ MO JIAIOHb 0e3 IpoMe]I-
JIEHUH COCKOJIb3HYJIa C pyKH umriepatopa. COOKy 000 IeByIIIeK, BCTaIa B CAMBIN JTaIbHUN psif. S
1 ceOe He MOrJIa OOBSICHUTD, TOYEMY CTPEMMIIACh UCUE3HYThH C I71a3 TEMHOro rosenuTens. Ho cubl
BOJIM MHE HE XBaTWJIO, U 51 YKPAJKOW MOKOCKJIACh Ha HETO.

AHTaJ cTOsT B CTOpOoHE BMecTe ¢ bpuHoMm. U, ciaBa Goram, He cMOTpesT Ha MeHsl, UHadYe Obl
YBUJIEI, YTO 51 32 HUM MOAIISIIbIBAIO.

[Tozop mHe!

— [NonpusercTByem yuactHuIl! — rpoMKo npou3Hecia Hasna, a koraa My3blka cTUXJ1a, POo-
kua: — OHM MPOILTIM OTOOPOYHBIH ITAI U 1O MPABy CUUTAIOTCA JIydIMMHU U3 jtydimx. Ho ot6op
Ha TO ¥ OTOOp, YTOOBI BHISIBUTH JIOCTOMHEMITyI0. TToce Kakaoro cocTs3anus OAHA WM HECKOJIBKO
y4yacTHUI[ OyayT MOKuUAaTh Hac. Ho ylayT oHM He ¢ MyCTHIMU pPyKaMu, a TOJ PYKy C YBaKaeMbIM
cyrnpyrom!

O6panoBaina. {1 u ogHa, 6e3 1oBecKa, He TPOUb YUTH.

[Nocne ee miameHHoOro oOpaleHust Mo 6ATBHON 3ajie IPOHECCs OOOPUTENBHBIN IIETIOT.

Bpun He cBogui ¢ Hee B3MIAAa. [ 0CTH HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJIMCH, U IJIABHOKOMAHIYIOILUI CTpa-
el BbIIIeN BIepel.

— [Ipexne yem BO3/1aBaTh XBaJly yUaCTHUIAM, 51 XOTeJT Obl CAeNaTh HEOOBIIOE OTCTYIUICHUE, —
TBEPIO MPOU3HEC OH. — TUTYJI TEMHOTO BEIMYECTBA MTPEAIIONaraeT OTBETCTBEHHOCTD U OaropasyMue.

Hasina momxkana ry0sl. Sl yyBCTBOBajia, KAK MHOTHE M3 YYACTHHUI OLTYTUMO HACTOPOKHIIUCH.
Kazasnoch, coBceM HEMHOTO U BO3yX HaYHET TPELaTh OT BO3HUKILETO HAIPsKEHUS.

— VMnieparpuiia JO/KHA MPABUIbHO PACCTABIATh pUopuTeThl. OT ee pelieHnid mopou OymyT
3aBUCETh KU3HM MOAJaHHbIX. OHa OyaeT JuieHa mpaBa Ha ommoOKy. M, HeCMOTps Ha CTpeMIICHUS
YUYaCTHUII, TIEpBble OLIMOKHU yXke JomyIieHbl. Ha mepBoM UCIBITAHMM yYacTHHIIAM MPEJOCTABHIIH
Ty MeHblIIero pasmepa. Mx 3agaya Oblia, Mornpas Moy, IPUATH B TIOIHOM OOJTaueHHH.

— IpunogaumuTe 100K, XMU, TOCMOTPUM, CKOJIBKO YYaCTHHUII MPOIILTH €ro, — PacriopsiIUIICs
uMIneparop.

Sl He xoTena CBeTUTh CBOEH 3eMHOI 00YBbIO, HO ¥l IPOUTHOPUPOBATH MTPUKA3 TEMHOTO ITOBEHU-
TeJIsl HE UMeJla BO3MOKHOCTH.

Nmmnepatop nonomen Kk BpuHy, 1 OHM BMECTe OIyCTHIIM IJ1a3a Ha HAIKM HOTH.

— Bawm HpaBuTCsA X0mAUTh OOCHKOM, XUHM? — 3aAyMUMBO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH Y YYACTHMII,
MaJIbLIAMU HOT 3apBIBIIMXCS B BBICOKHMIA BOPC KOBPA, TMTOK PHIBAOIIUI TocTaMeHT. OIMyCTHB B3IJISIbI,
AEBYIIKH MTPOMOTYAIIH.

B 06yBu npunum Becero tpoe. IlonstHoe zerno, 51, Keilapa B carorax jajisi BEpXOBOW €3/1bl U
Onma B xkmymux Tydusx. Ee noapyxku npeanounm KoM(popT U CBETUIIH MSATKAMH.

— Maxy! — B mopsiBe Hekoero TpuyMda BHIKpUKHY/IA moapyra. Jliobas apyras Ha ee MecTe
cMmyTuiIach Obl, HO He oHa. [logpyra mpogomkana pagoBarkes mooene. — 51 3Hana, OHU HUKOTAA He
TIO/IBE/1yT, — MPUTAHIIOBHIBAJIA OHA HA MeCTe.

I'maza OnMel ogo3puTenbHO Oectenu. 3aKycuB Ty0y, OHa paccMaTpHBajia y30p Ha KOBpe.

BrkaB HeOOMbIIIYIO TTay3y, AHTAJ, CMATYMB TOH, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hukro He XxoueT 0ObsICHUTBCS ?

Heckosnpko yyacTHUIL ITyMHO B3JOXHY/HU, U TOIbKO VTyHbsI CMYILIEHHO ITpoJieneTana:

— 4 nymana, Tyduu TasT B cebe CKpHITOE MOCIaHUE W HaM YTOTOBJICHO COCTSI3aHUE, HY:KHO
NpUATH OOCHKOM.

— C nocnanueM BbI BepHO yrajganu. Ho pacimmdpoBany HenmpaBuiIbHO, — TEMHBIE OPOBH UMITE-
paropa XMypo COILLIMCh HaJl IEPEHOCULIEN.

— 51 momymana, ObUTH MOXOKUE UCTIBITAHUS ... H...

Hacrynuna HenoBkas TUIIMHA.
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— W BBI pemmiy, 4To yMHEE OpraHu3aTOPOB M PACTIO3HAIN CKPBITOE 3HAUEHUE, — 3aKOHUMII 32
Hee AHTaj. — Ho He mogymanu o riaBHOM. VcnibiTaHust HUKOTja He MOBTOPSTIOTCsl. HUKaKuX ycTymnok
WM TTOOJTaKEK.

Hasna mnotHo ckana ryObl. OueBHIHO, YYaCTHUIIBI U OPraHU3aTOpPhl MPpoBATMIIKCE. 1o mpa-
BWJIAM YUYaCTHHII IOJKHBI ObUTM MICKJTIOUUTD. Y MEHs MOSIBUJICS IIAHC BEPHYTHCS JOMOH !

OueBuHO, UTO, KOT/a odeja HeBepoATHO OJIM3Ka, MPOILE 0YapOBATh UIMIIEPATOPa, YeM HAUTH
KaMmeHb. Tenepb-To s y’k TouHo Onmve He ycryrumo. A Keitapa cpa3dy fajia moHSATh, YTO UMIIEpaTop
eil He HyxeH. OHa Ha 0TOOpe BMECTO CECTPBI.

Hasima oTKpbUTa poT ¢ SIBHBIM HAMEPEHUEM BCTYIUTHCS 3a MOAONEYHBIX, HO AHTAJ OMepean
ee.

— Hemenmuit or6op OyeT oTIMYaThCs OT MpeAbIAYIHX. S Aa0 KakIoi U3 BaC BO3ZMOXHOCTh
Ha OIMOKY.

— Bol XoTHTE CKa3aTh, HUKTO HE BHIOBIBAET? — MOAO3PUTENIBHO MpHIypuiack Hasna.

— Bol BepHO noHsun. O1HAKO HE CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, HAC XKET UCTIBITAHUE KPUCTAIIIOM.
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I'nmasa 10

[lenpocth nmImeparopa s;BHO ObUIa B HOBHHKY. leByIIKH, Oylydn Ha TPaHH BbUIETA, 3aCTHUIH
B crynope. U s 3Hanma, KoMy OHM 00s13aHBI CBOMM criaceHneM. MHe!

Amnran BbinonHui odemmanue. Ode3omnacui MeHs. Ho, cyas 1o imiam rocreii, OTCyTCTBUIO Ipe-
3peHHs Ha HUX, HUKTO U3 HUX W HE 3HAJI O HallleM ¢ 30paHoM Tonernye B caay. S cama cebe ycnox-
HWIA KU3Hb.

— IIpenuiaraio nepeiTi K OCHOBHOH yacTH, — OoJiee He 3aTAruBasi, HOBeJesl UMIIepaTop.

— Buecure kpucrain!!! — ornana pacnopsxenue jgakesam Haspna.

— Bame TtemHoe BemmuecTBO! — KpHua QypHHMHOH, BOEXasl B TOCTHHYIO PacHOpsAWTENb
oroopa. — OcraHoBuTech! Bbl 1OMKHBI 3HATH !

— Haperoch, npuunHa, 1Mo KOTOPOM Bbl MEHS IIpEpBaJId, OYEHb BECKasl, — MPELYNPEANI €TO
Amntan. B ero ronoce 3By4aia crajs.

— Xus Cuana npemo6boneiika! — npenacraB nepej HAM, TPHTIONHO OMOPOYMII MEHs CTapH-
Kalka. — Y Hee Oblia CBsI3b ¢ ceiipomM 3opaHom!

Bcnomnu ero, 1 oH NosABUTCA.

Bor u noBonbHbI Mep3asel] 3asaBuiics. He Bomen, a npomecTBoBai B 3aJ1, PSMO KaK 3aBOE-
Batesib. TONBKO 1 eMy elle He NMOKopuiack. PaHo panoBascsa. Y MeHs ocTaBajiach BO3MOXKXHOCTb Ha
OLINOKY.

CeronHs sl He IOKUHY OTOOP.

— TpyBuoH, y Bac ecTb ioKa3ateabcTBa? — AHTAJ 3HaJI 00 YK PaJeHHOM IOLeNTye, HO IPOA0IIKal
3aLUILIATS.

Iloxoxe, pacnopsauTeNb He 3aMETHJI CapKa3Ma B €r0 IoJIoce, IIOTOMY 4TO HEJIETIO BO3Pa3L:

— Ho ceiip 3opan 13 yBaxkaemoro poa, oH He cTajl Obl KJIEBETATh.

— Kak u 6iaroposiHas xus, 3Halomas, 4yro eil mpeICTONT MPOUTH Yepe3 OUUILAIOIINI BOAONAI.
OH nokaxeT, HACKOJIbKO OHA YMCTa U HEBUHHA.

— 3HaunT, OHa ocTaercs?

— Beuep nokaxer.

Karacrpoda! Ko 3axouer BbIOpaTh yU4acTHHITY ¢ TOOMOYEHHOMW perytanuei? Ho Obi1o cru-
KOM TIO3[THO YTO-TO MeHsTh. He xoTenoch uimarbcss MIMMYHHUTETA Ha BbUIET, HO Oarogapsi yCuIusm
30paHa NpuaeTcs.

Pacniopsmutens ororien B CTOPOHY, NMPOITyCKasl JIAKEEB C IIOUCTUHE OTPOMHBIM KPUCTAJIOM.
IToutn B yenoBeueckuit poct. HaryxHo aplna, 1BOE Ha BUJ KPETIKMX MYKUMH ITOCTABUJIM €TI0 NEPE]]
HaMH.

O3opHo yibiOasck, Keilapa noBepHy/1ach KO MHe.

— 41 caplmana, 4TO TEHEBOM KPUCTAJUI OKUAPAET IyIy-Y-Y, — HETPOMKO IIPOLLENTANa OHa.

TeneBou kpucrasi?

— ¥x Th1! B HEM cozepkUTCA MPOCTPAHCTBEHHAS! Marus? — cjerka CKJIOHUBIINCH K HEH, CIIPO-
CHUJIa HETPOMKO.

— ThI Tak TOBOpHIIIL O HEld, CIIOBHO OHA ocoOeHHast, Crana. He 3a0biBaii — OHa MpOKJIsITast.

HeBaxHo, KaKO# CUMTAIOT Maruio MPOCTPaHCTBA, HO MOKET caMa y/aya, HaKOHell, YJIbIOHY/Iach
MHe. Hano, HaBepHOe, OBITh MOJHOM AypOH, YTOOBI PEIIUTHCS OTKOJIOTh KyCOUEK OT CBSIILIEHHOTO
Kpuctajia. BoaMoxkHO, HUKTO ero He xBaturcs. [loromy urto He 3ameTut. Mnm 3ameTuT, HO He cpasy.
51 K TOMy BpEMEHM YCIIEI0 BEPHYTHCS IOMOU.

MBpIcu B MOEH ToJI0BE 3aKPYTHIIMCh KaK XOPOLIO OTJIAKEHHBIE IecTepeHKku. U TyT ponuiiach
uzes. IlepBo-HanepBo HY)KHO y3HaTh, IIe KPUCTAJIJI XPAHUTCSA U CKOJIBKO CTPaKEW €ro OXpaHsAIoT.

— Kemnapa, — menorom oxkJIMkHysa noapyry. — I'me oty ragocts xpanar? Ilpokisaras marus
TOYHO HE BBIPBETCA Ha CBOOOLY?
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— ToI kakoro 3enbs nepenwia, Cuana? — BMemanack Onma, crosiiasi BO BTOPOM psifly.

M-n1a, Ha1l pa3roBOp CIBIIIATIA BCE, KOMY HE JIEHb.

— Thl 3auemM HakMHYJIACh Ha cecTpy? — BHONrosnoca yrnpekHyia ee Keilapa, — y Hee npoBaJisl B
namsITH, a Thl HaJ| Hell HacMexaelbesi. Py Takoi ObITh!

— Huuero ona e 3a0bU1a, — HEYBEPEHHO BO3pasuiia CECTPUIIA, HO eXHIHasl YJIbIOKa 3aMepra
Ha ee ry0ax.

— He nepesxuBaii, Cuana, TeHEBOW KPUCTAJUT TOCTOSTHHO HAXOIUTCSI B UMIIEPATOPCKOM X paHU-
JIMIIIE TIOJ] CIEPKUBAIOIIMMU OXPaHHBIMU 3aKJIMHAHUSAMEU. HaM HUYero He yrpoxaer, — MOBEPHYB KO
MHE T'OJIOBY, [IPOCBETHJIA MEHS TIOJIpyra.

— JleByIIKH, €CJIi Bbl HATOBOPHJIKICH, TO MBI, COOCTBEHHO, MOXEM MPUCTYNATh K UCIIBITAHUIO, —
npucteianiia Hac Haspa.

Toctu oTomuM K cTeHe, 0OCBOOOIUB IIEHTP OATbHOM 3aJIbl, PACYMCTHB MECTO MOTEHIINATbHBIM
KEHUXaM. BBICTPOMBIIIMCH MOTyKPYTroM, OHM CHIOKOWHO MOIJIM HaOMoaaTh 3a Mpoucxosmmm. Mmrie-
parop u ceiip bpun npucoeaunmiuchk k HUM. [lo 3Haky Hasnel MnyHbs BHe ouepenu rpaiio3HO
TMOZIOIILIA K KPUCTAJULY M NMPUIOKUIIA K HEMY PyKy. ApTedakT 3aMepLiaj, U HapacTaloliee MoTpecKu-
BaHME HAIMOJHIWIO KOMHaTY. Benbimka! Y kpricTasut 3acusii 0JieTHO-OpaHKEBBIM CBETOM.

—Ilo3npassio, MpeBOCXOMHBIN Pe3y/IbTaT, — MOXBATWII €€ HUKY/IA He YIIEAIIUN pacTiOpsIIUTENb
oroopa. OH ¢ BOCXUIIIEHHEeM CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, He CKPbIBasl, YTO BUJIUT B HEll Oy/IyIIyI0 IMITEPATPUILY.

MpiciieHHO B31bIXast, 51 kJlajda CBOei ouepe/iu.

Bosnbine HU Ha Koro apredakT u OJIM3KO He cpearnpoBal Kak Ha MiyHeio. Yarie Bcero yepHbie
KJIyObl KPHCTaJIJIa OKPAIIMBAIUCH B HEXKHO-TOMY00H. Berpevasnochk rpsi3HO-cuHee, MpUOIMAKEeHHOE K
3eJIeHOMY OTTEHKY, CUSIHUE, HO /10 ypoBHs MITyHBH, KaK 5 ycresa MOHSTh, JeBYIIKA He TOTATUBAJIA.

...Hac ocranocs aBoe. [leByIika HEyBEpEHHO HaIlPaBUJIaCh K KPUCTAILITY U MPUIJIOKIIIA K HEMY
MojiparuBaoIye najblsl. TOT 3HAKOMO 3aMeplial, pas3aioch norpeckuBanue... M g oreiekiack,
MOYYBCTBOBAB Ha ceOe Yel-To B3I,

Nmneparop cmotpen Ha MeHs1. Ero npoHuIatebHbIN B3I Kak OyATO MTPOHUKAIT B MOIO JIYIITY.
Prickan B nouckax npaspl. HecMoTpst Ha pasesnsioliee Hac POCTPaHCTBO, 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA UCXO/SI-
iee ot Hero HefgoBepue. Heyxenu AHTtan MeHs B ueM-To nofo3pesai? [louemy? Bo MHe HeT HUUero,
YTO CTOMJIO ObI €ro BHUMaHUs. MHe HpPaBUTCS MOsI BHEIIHOCTb, HO €CTh U KpacHBee JEBYIIKU Ha
otoope. Marnueckue cuiibl, TOMHUTCS, y CuaHbl HYKe cpefiHero. He yBuIb s1 TeHEBOM KpucTasll, MHe
Obl OOPOTHCS U OOPOTHCS 32 BOBMOKHOCTb COCTaBUTh eMy mapy. M HeT rapanTuii Toro, 4to AHTaN
Obl BIOpast MeHsl. EMy HyHa n30paHHUIIA, paBHAS 10 CHJIE.

Emy MeH He 3amyTars.

Bricoko nogHsB mogdopoaoK, caesaia BI, YTO He 3aMeTHIIa MPUCTATbHOTO BHUMAHU ST UMIIe-
paropa. Co BpemMeHeM AHTaJI caM MOWMET, YTO 5 HUYeM He OTIMNYaloCh OT JIPYTUX.

Kpucrann okyran Msrkuii roayOoi CBET, M PacCTpOECHHasl JEBYIIKA IMPOILIa K OCTaIbHBIM
yUYaCTHUIIAM, OXMJAIONIMM Yy OKHA OKOHYaHWe ucnbiTanus. [IpucmarpuBartoniast 3a Humu puna
MOCTOSIHHO Ha HMX IIMKaJa, 3ampenias meperoBapuBaThCsl.

— Xus Cuana! — rpomko o6bsiBria Hasima, — mporry.

Ha nmumax myxunH, He cuuTasi uMrieparopa u bpuHa, MOsSBIIOCH Ope3rMBOCTb. XOTS MOe
HPaBCTBEHHOE MaJIeHNE U He OBbUIO JOKAa3aHO, MEHsI OCYKIAJIM CO CTPAIIHON CHJION.

PacripaBuB miieun, pemmTenbHO HampaBWiach K apredakty. f crapanach He CEeMEHUTh, He
TOPOINUTHCSA, & UATH YBEpEeHHO. MHe Heuero CThiAMThCA. [1lofomia K OrpoOMHON MOTyTpO3pavyHOi
ribiOe ¥ 3amepia. Kpucramn gocraBan MHe /10 tied. Ho He 3TO OTKpbITHE 3aCTaBUIIO MEHs 3aJi0-
6oBatbcs M. BozmymiHbeie Oeiechle KOJblIa 3aBOJHOBAIMCH M TIPUIILIM B ABWXKEHUE, NepeTeKast
u3 oxHoro B fpyroe. OT apredakta ucxoquiaa yIMBUTEBHO MPHUATHAS SHEprusi. MeHsi OyKBaJIbHO
TSHYJIO TIPUKOCHYThCS K HeMy. [TpocHyBIIMIICSI BHYTpU MEHsI HEBEIOMBIH MOTOK pBaJICS K Hemy. 51
nonpoOoBaa B3ATh €ro Moj KOHTPOJIb, HO MPOOYAMBINASCS CHJIA OTKa3alach MHE MOTUYMHHATHCS. Ee
Harop ycumwicsi. OHa rpo3usia OeCKOHTPOJIBHO BHIPBAThCsl HapyKy. CKa3bIBajsach HEXBaTKa OMbITA.
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41 He 3HaNa, Kak 00y3/1aTh Marmyeckuii Motok. [louemy Most Marvst UMEHHO ceifuac Hauasia CBOEBOJIb-
HUYaTh?!

S 6ecriomoriHO MocMoTpena Ha umrneparopa. Ero nuio Huvero He BbIpakano. M oHO mpo-
JOJIKAJIO U3JTy4aTh HEBO3MYTHUMOCTb, KOrJa OH MOJOUIE] KO MHE M, BCTaB C3a/1, MOJIOKUJI PyKH Ha
rieun. [To koxke pa3nuioch MpUATHOE MOKAJIbIBAHUE, W s OLIyTUJIa Ha ceOe AEHCTBHEe ero Maruw,
a 3aTeM IOC/Ie/IOBaBINee CHIIBHOE JaBjieHre B Tpyad. Mosi Marust COpoTUBIISIIach U OMIIach, OCHI-
Jast o Teday OOJe3HEHHbIe UMITYJIbCh. M3 MOEero pra BbIpBasiach BO3YIIHASI CTy/eHast CTpynKa. 51
3aMepsiia u3HyTpu. Ha Koxke mpocTynuiaum Mopo3Hbie y30pbl. Cuiibl MOKUIAIM MEHS, U s CIIUHOU
MpUBAJIIIIACK K IPyau UMIiepatopa. Yepes TKaHsb 1 ollyliajia UCXOsIlIee OT Hero Teruio. BrimteiBaa
ero Kak/10i CBOeW YaCTUYKOM M corpeBajiach. B rpyam c10BHO 3aBOpOYAIOCh COMHBIIIKO, COrpeBast
W3HYTPH, JAaBJIEHUE CIAJI0, U MOSl Marusl MOJYMHMIACh umneparopy. OH B3s1 ee 0[] KOHTPOJIb.

— YT0 CripoBOLIMPOBAJIO BCILIECK, XUsi Cruana? — yclblaa s MATKUR 0apXaTUCTbINA TojIoc Ha
YILIKO, ¥ MPO3BYYAJIO 3TO /10 HEBO3MOKHOCTM MHTUMHO. MOM I1IeKM 3ambulajid OT CMYLLEHHUS, a 1o
Koke modexanu mypammkd. CocpeloTOUUThCs Ha OTBETE MENIajio €ro JbIXaHue, ONaIsIoniee JyB-
CTBUTEJIbHYIO KOXKY Ha Iee.

OH CTOsUT HEIOITYCTUMO OJIU3KO.

— 41 He 3Ha0, Ballle TEMHOE BEJIMYECTBO, — OTO3BAJIACh HETPOMKO M OTCTPAHUJIACh OT HETO.

HmmnepaTop He MpoCcTo OCTaJICS CO MHOM, OH caM OepekHO B3sLT MOIO JIA/IOHb U TTPUJIOKUII ee K
kpuctaty. Ion rmagkoii mpo3payHoi MOBEPXHOCTBIO pa3injioch Mepuanue. Pe3kas ocnensiomas
BerbiKa. YToObl HE OCNeNHYTh, HE OTHUMasi PyKH, 51 HEITPOM3BOJIBHO OTBEPHY/IACh U YTKHYJIACH
B TEMHBII CIOPTYK, ITPOITUTAHHBIA BOJHYIOMMM 3araxoM mnapdgioma. CIycTsi mapy MrHOBEHUW CBET
repectaj pe3arh IJla3a, U s BHOBb IIOCMOTpEJa Ha KPUCTAJUI, CTApaTe/IbHO Jiesiasl BUII, YTO HUYETO
ocoOeHHoro He npousoiwio. [Togymaens, mprTIOIHBIE OOHUMAIITKY.

I'panu kpucraiia npoH3a spKUid, HACHIILIEHHBIN aJIbli CBET.

Msue, HUYero He MOHUMAIOIIEH B Marud, M TO OBUIO MOHSATHO, apTeakT MOKa3bIBAI HEUTO
3arpenesbHoe.
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I'maBa 11

— Okakere MHE 4YecTb U MOJAPUTE MEPBbId TaHel? — XOJIOAHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHJI Y MEHS 3a
CIIMHOI UMIIepaTop.

Bonee HUKTO He 3aroBOpPUIL.

— $1 y’acHo TaHIy10, — MUCKHYJIa NPUIINOIEHHON MBILIKOK.

— 51 moBesy, — MOYTH MPOPBIYAIN B OTBET.

Vike XxoTesa OblJI0 BHICKOJIB3HYTh U3 €10 0OBATHIN, HO AHTaJ JIOBKO MOMMAJI MOIO PYKY U yBe-
PEHHO MOBEJI K pacCTyNaIIUMCS ceiipaM.

Huuero He octaBaoch, Kak NOIYMHUTHCS.

My3BIKaHTBI, PACHIOJIOKUBIIUECS B YTy, OHOMHWIMCh U 3aUI'PAJIM HA CBOUX MHCTPYMEHTAX.

Msrkas, KpacuBast My3blKa HarosIHuIIa 3aJ1. IIprcyTeTByomme rocTi ¥ y4YacTHULBI pa30M OXKH-
BWJIMCh. BOKpYyr Hac ¢ MIiepaTopom 3aKpyKMJIMCh Napbl. AHTaJI, 0OXBAaTUB MOIO TAJIMIO, IPHKAJ K
ce0e 1 MoBeJ B TaHIIE.

HeoOblyHas mesnoqus 3Bydana Kak BaJlbC, KOTOPBIM HUKOIZIA MHE He JaBajics. Sl MoCTOsSHHO
HACTymaja napraepam Ha Horu. Ho AHTan kak O6yaro Obl He 3aMeya MOMX HEYKJTIOKUX JABMKEHH.

— CMmoTpu MHeE B I71a3a, a HE Ha ITyrOBULIbI!

Bce paBHO, uTO npHKas otaa.

HepemmrenbHO NOIHIA HA HETO B30P M MOMEHTAIBHO 3a0bL1a O CBOEH HeyBepeHHOCTH. Harm
B3IJIS1/1bl BCTPETUIINCH, U 51 HE CMOIJIa OTBECTU OT Hero rv1a3. [lepe1o MHOM CTOsIT BIACTHBINA, CUJTbHBII
Myx)4uHa. EMy xoTenoch 1oBepHUThCS.

He Bbinyckas u3 o0bpATH, AHTaI Kperye nprkal MeHs K cede. Uepes TOHKYIO TKaHb IUIaThs 5
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA BCE HEPOBHOCTU €TI0 PaCIIMTOrO Kam30J1a, OLIyTHIa KAMEHHYIO MYCKYJIMCTYIO IPY/b.

Hu o yem He nymas, s cMoTpena B Ila3a MMIIEpaTopy M MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK HOTM CaMU YJIO-
BWJIM HyXHbIIA puTM. [IpoH3UTEIbHAS Meoaus 3aBiajiesia MHOW. S nopxana u napwia. MiMneparop
0e3 Marmueckoro BO3JEHCTBHS HAIpPaBJIsl MO TeJIo, M OHO €ro OecHpeKOCIOBHO CITyMIANOCh. Mbl
KPYKWINCh, CKOJIb3UJIM 1O 3a1y. Jlake He BUAS HAC CO CTOPOHBI, s1 YyBCTBOBAJIA, Mbl BBIIVISAEIN HA
M3yMJIEHHE U3SIIHO.

— Teneppb He moeHUTECh OOBSICHUTh MHE, KaK BBl YTPATUIIM KOHTPOJIb HaJl Maruei, Crana?

Konrpone Hag maruen? CeppesHo? § nymaia, ero BOJTHYET HEECTECTBEHHBIM CKAaYOK MOETO
Marmuyeckoro ypoBHs. Bo3aMoxxHO, MO Marnueckuii oTeHual He u3MeHuIcs. A 1ser? OH 3aBUCUT
OT BUJA Maruy. ..

— 51 He 3Hal0, MOYeMy Marus B30yHTOBaJIach, — HEMPOU3BOJIBHO BIPBAJIOCH Y MEHS.

— To ectb BBl HE 3HaeTe, MOYEMY MTPOU30ILIE] MArMYeCKUI BCIUIECK ? — XOJIOJHO MOCMOTPENT Ha
MeHA AHTall.

— 51 yxe cka3ana, 4To HeT.

— ¥V Bac Bo3HMKaJM paHblie, CHaHa, Marnyeckue TpyaHOCTU? BeCKOHTpOsIbHBIE BCIIECKU?

UyBCTBOBAJIOCH, UMIIEPATOP MHE HE BEPUIL.

— He npunomunaro, — HacTosijla Ha CBOEM 1 He3aMEeTHO TSl ceOs1 cOmutach ¢ Imara.

— YBepeHbl? — HEeIOBEPUMBO MPUTIOTHSIT OH OPOBH.

— T'oBopst 1o mpaBzie, Mocyie OTpaBJIEHUs 3€/1beM Yy MEHs MOSBUIMChH MPOBAJIBI B MAaMATH. ]
HE MOTy yTBEpXkJaTh 0OpaTHOE, HO M COIJIACHTBCS C BaMH s HE BIIpaBe, — Aaja s MaJlo-MaJIbCKU
MCYEpIbIBAIOIINI OTBET.

[Tpucnymapmmch K MeJIOANY, MOCTENIEHHO BEPHY/IACh B PUTM.

— IIpusHaiitech, CruaHa, Bbl HAPOUYHO XOTHUTE 3aMHTPUIOBATh MEHs? — Oroporm1 AHTall.

— 3auem?

— YToOBI BBIIEIUTHLCS CPeIy MPETeHEHTOK ?
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— TlonnMmaro, BamM CJIOXHO Oy/IeT MOBEPUTH... HO sl HE CTPEMJIIOCh MOOETUTh B OTOOpE Balle
TeMHOe BeqanuyecTBo. Hanportus, s1 Oyay pana 3a JioOylo y4acTHHILY, KOTOPYIO Bbl BhiOepeTe. MHe
HUKOI/Ia He CTaTh PAaBHOM BaM 110 cuJie. J]a ¥ BbI He MOKETe OTPUILIATh, YTO COI03 CO MHOM OCJIA0MT Bac.

OT npuayMBIBaHUsI HENETHIX OOBSICHEHUI y MeHsI pa30osieniach ronoa. JleficTBUTEeNbHO, BpaTh
HE MeIIKU Bopovath. HyxkeH OmbIT.

— OcranoBuTtech, Cuana. f coryaceH, cynpyroi BaM HUKOI/Ia MO He CTaTh, — MOMOPIIUJICS
HUMIIepaTop, — HO B BalllMX CHJIAX CKPACUTh MOU HOYH.

— KHmxku mountath? — s CEpaUTO HAMOPIIHIIA JIOO.

OcMenurcs, He ocMeanTcsa?

— 41 He MPOTHB, TOIBLKO BHIOOP KHUTH U (hopMa OJEkK/Ibl 32 MHOM, — €ro TyObl U30THYJIUCH B
YJIBIOKE B KAKUX-TO HECKOJIBKUX MUJUTUMETPAX OT MOETO PTa, M TPEMETHbIe MypAIIKK MOOeKaIN 10
Temy.

3avapoBaHHasi AHTAJIOM A0 OECCBSI3HBIX MBICIIEH, HE cpa3y cooOpa3uia, 4To OT MEHs KIyT
OTBeTa.

— He noxpaerech, — HEMHOTO MOTO/s1 BBIIOXHYJIA pa3IpakeHHO, HO IOMUMO BOJIM YCTaBHJIACh
Ha ero KPacuBbIEC, YETKO OYepUEHHbIC TYOBI.

BrirnyB GpoBb, UMIIEPATOP C YJIBIOKOW POAOIKAT HA MEHSI CMOTPETb.

OH He coOupaicsi MPUHUMATh MOU OTKa3.

— B Bamiem pacniopsikeHuu 11ej1asi ToJa TaJaHTINBBIX HEBECT, HeYKeJI BaM He KaJlb TPATUThb
BpeMs Ha 6e3apIIuHy ? — IPUCTATIbHO BCMOTpEJIach B €ro I71a3a, HO He yBUE/a B HUX HUUYEro, Kpome
KUBEHILIEro MHTEpeca.

— Brl HaOuBaete cebe 1ieHy, Crana? — KpuBoO yIbIOHYICS AHTal. — Jlymaere, KOMy TIOIOpOXke
poaTh CBO0 HeBUHHOCTH? S, 30paH, TpyBHOH, OMOIHUTE CIIMCOK MPETEH/ICHTOB Ha BAIly YeCTh?

AHTaNT CMOTpeNl Ha MEeHSI CBOUM IPOH3UTEIbHBIM B3MJISIOM, U OT MEPENONHSIONINX YyBCTB
cJIerKa 3aKpyKuiach ronoBa. CMbICH CKa3aHHBIX UM CJIOB YCKOJIb3aJl OT MEHS.

To nu neno ObUI0 B €ro MpeHeOpeKUTEILHOM TOHE, TO JIM B IEP3KOM MPUKOCHOBEHUH, KOTa
OH HEXHBIM MUMOJICTHBIM TIOLIEJTyeM KOCHYJICSI MOUX T'yO, HO S BCe-TaKW BbIpBaJIach U3 JypMaHa, U
MEHsI 3aTONWJI I'HEB.

— IIpencrasbre cebde, He Bce M3OPAHHUIIBI MEUTAIOT CBSA3aTh C BAMH CBOIO KU3Hb.

CKoJb351 B TAaKT OYAPOBBIBAIOIIEN MeJIoAUU, AHTaI OKMHYJI MEeHsI OLIEHUBAIOIIUM B3risiiom. U
sl 320YHO TTOYYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 YUaCTHHIIEH MPECIOBYTOTO ayKIMOHA.

— BoI Opocaete MHe BbI30B, Cuana?

Ero GecripenenbHO MATKHIA, ¢ 0apXaTUCTBIMU pacKaTaMU roJioc BHYIIAT OTKPOBEHHBIH yXkac.

— Bam pemars, Baiie TeMHOE BEIMYECTBO, — HE OTCTYIMJIACH S, 37I5ICh HA UMIIEpaTopa 3a ero
HEMmpOoOMBAEMYIO YIIEPTOCTh. A 3a0/IHO KOpUJIa ceOsl 3a TO, UYTO TIO3BOJIMJIA BTSHYTh CeOs1 B HEAETCKYIO
aBaHTIOPY. — Sl Ha oTOOpe He pajay TOro, YTOOBI BaC yOIaKarh.

— INonenutech, KAKOBBI BAIITM UCTUHHBIE MOTHBBI, — JIUIIO UMIIepaTopa CAeIaJoCh HEIIPOHUIIA-
eMBbIM.

COpocHB MacKy Becelibuaka M COONa3HUTENsI, OH BHOBb CTaJl OMACHBIM, HUYETro He YITyCKalo-
M TTPABUTEJIEM.

— V1a4HO BHIATH 3aMYK, — 1 MOH CJIOBA MPO3BYYAJIH JJOBOJIBHO SI3BUTEJIHHO.

My3biKka MATKO 3aTHXJIa, HO AHTaJT HE CTPEMIICS MeHS OTITyCTUTh. OH ABUHYJICS K OTKPHITHIM
ABEpsIM, BElyIIIMM Ha Teppacy, 1 MHE HUUEro He OCTaBaJlach, KaK MOC/IEI0BATh 32 HUAM.

— Mos nipekpacHas CuaHa, y TeOs1 COBEpIIEHHO HEBEPHOE IMPE/ICTABICHUE O 3aMYyKeCTBe, —
HECKOJIBKO MTOK POBUTEILCTBEHHO 3aMETHJT UIMITEPaTop. — 3a1a4a JII0OOH cefphbl 3aHSTh YIa4HOE TOJIO-
keHue B oOriecTBe. Bl mpeHeOperaete CBOMMU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMHU.

C meHda JoCTaTO4HO!

— Bol HamekaeTe, 4TO cTaTyc Barlei JIOOOBHUIIBI ¥ €CTh MO y/es1? — He CTaJia sl XOAUTh BOKPYT
12 OKOJIO.
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— He By B 3TOM HUYETO JypHOTO.

— Bl Bcepbe3 gymaete, s IPOMEHSIIO 3aMYKECTBO Ha CIIy4aiHYyIo CBsi3b ¢ BaMH?! — 51 BOOOIIIE
He coOMpasach 3aMyX, HO AHTJTy C €ro JIeCIOTHYECKIMMHU 3aMalllkaMH yAaJloch MeHs 3a1eTh. — He
JbcTUTe cede, Ballle BeIMYeCTBO, BaM JaJIeKo IO MOero uaeana. 1 ckopee BbIAAY 3aMyXk 3a Balllero
JBOPEIKOTO, YeM COIJIAIIYCh Ha Ballle HEJIECTHOE MPEAJIOKEeHHE.

— IIpunercs MHe ciacaTh BEPHOTO CIIYTY OT HEJIETKOM y4acTH, YTO Bbl €My HAIIPOPOUMIIH.

Sl ynuBIIEHHO MOpPrHYJa, ¥ Ha Ty0ax UMIIepaTopa 3aurpasia yablOKa HACTOSIIIEro UCKYCHUTEJIs.

— 4 Hukorga He Oyqy BaM MpUHAIEKaTh, CMEPHUTECh, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — C YyBCTBOM 3aBe-
puJa ero.

— Tue, Tuie, noporasi, — CKOJIbKO HU CTapaiach, He CyMeJsia BBIBECTH ero 13 ceds. — Paspernao
oOpararbcsi Ko MHe 1o umeHu. [1o cyTu, Thl OueHb CKOpo Oy/Ielb MpUHAIeKaTh MHE.

— Moe MHeH#He Bac COBEpIIIEHHO He UHTepecyeT?

— MHorna 3a yIoBONBCTBUS MPUXOIUTCS IUIATUTh. TBOSI 00MAa CTAaHET OTJIMYHOM IJIATOM.

B3BosiHOBaHHAs CIOBaMU UMITEPATOpa, 51 pe3KO ocTaHoBMIIAch. [labbl BEpHYTh cebe TyIIeBHOE
paBHOBECHE M SICHOCTh YMa, MONpoOoBaia OTCTYIHTh, HO AHTaI He Mo3BOMWIIL. [lasbipl, yiepxuBa-
IOII1e MOIO JIaJIOHb, CUJIbHEEe CKATMCh, HE TIPUUMHSSA 00u. B morckax BO3MOXKHOCTEH JJIsl OTCTYII-
JIEHUSI OTJISIHYJIACh U TOJIbKO TOT/IA MOHSLIa — MbI TOKMHYJIM TOCTHHYIO U BHIIIUTH Ha Teppacy. OcMoT-
PEB MYyCTYIOIINE aKKYPaTHbIE CaJJOBbIe TOPOKKHU, MPUIILIA K HEYTEIIUTEIbHBIM BHIBOJAM: HUKTO HE
PUCKHYJI MOMENIaTh YeAUHEHUIO UMIiepaTopa. Mupua/sl 3Be3/1 ¢ TEMHOTO TOJIOTHA W3E€BATEIbCKH
Mepranu ¢ Heba. Mrparomuii ¢ TMCTBOM BETEPOK, CTPEKOUYIIE B TPaBe CBEPUKHU 100aBIISIIA HEKYIO
POMaHTHYHOCTh MTPOUCXOASIIIEMY.

41 6anaHcupoBasa Ha TpPaHU UCKYIIICHUS.

— 41 Xo4y BepHYTbhCs B 3aMOK, — NOTpeOOBaja, BKJIAAbIBas B TOJOC CTOJIBKO CHJIbI, CKOJIBKO
TMO3BOJISIJIO TIEPECOXIIIEe TOPIIO.

— Coheraenib, cnagkasi? — MPUMOTHST OPOBb UMITEPATOP.

[Non ero mpucTanbHBIM B3VISI0OM HOLJIEPKUBATH BUJMMOCTD CIIOKOMCTBUSI CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE
CJIOXHEe.

— HecomHeHHo.

Jlyure BhIKa3ath c1ab0CTh, YEM MOJOTpeBaTh MHTEpeC AHTaA.

— TBOSI OTKPOBEHHOCTh TOIKYIAET, — CO CTPAHHON HEKHOCTBIO YJIBIOHYJICSI OH, HO MPU 3TOM
€ro B3IJISIJ] OCTaBaJICS HEMPOHHUIIAEMBIM.

— Bul He HaxoaMTe, YTO KOIIYHCTBEHHO JIMIIATH BaIllero OOMIECTBAa OCTATbHBIX yJacTHHIL? —
OCTOPOXHO YIpeKHy/Ia AHTajA.

—VIx 1 6e3 MeHs1 ecTh KOMY pa3Biieub, — ycMeXHyJIcsl oH. K Hemy BepHYJICs TpeKHUN TUHUIHBINA
Hactpoit. — Hamomuu, Cuana, Kakoil Marvey Thl BJiajieelib?

Barisin nMriepatopa CKOJIB3UII TIO YJOKEHHBIM B BBICOKYIO TIPHYECKY BOJIOCAM, CKyJIaMm, Iiee 1
OCTaHOBHJICS Ha ry0ax.

OH crienaIbHO MeHsI IPOBOIMPOBaJL. Borpoc SIBHO OB C TIOBOXOM.

[TbITasich COCPEIOTOUUTHCS HA OTBETE, TOCMOTPEJIa Ha YXOKEHHbIE KITyMOBI M [IBETYIIHE KYCTHI,
(boHTaHBI, MMyCKAIOIIKE B BO3/AYX paayXHbIe CTPYHKH, U (DPYKTOBBIE JIepeBbs. SIpKO cBETHIIA JTyHa, a
BJaJIeKe YMPUKAINA COHHBIE TTTHLIBI.

Nmnepatop moasen MeHs K OallocTpaje M MONOKUI HAlllM PyKM Ha KameHHble nepuia. Ero
CUJTbHBIE MAJTBIIBI MSITKO TTOTJIAJWIIN MOIO JIAJJ0Hb. V1 B 9TOM MUMOJIETHOM %kecTe OBbLIO CTOJIBKO CKPbI-
THIX cOOJIA3HOB. MHE MPHIIUIOCh HATIOMHUTD ce0e, UTO 51 UMEIO JIENIO C HACTOSIIIUM HCKYCUTETIEM.

MBbi cTOs1M Tak OJIM3KO, MPUCIIOHUBILKCH K TTApareTy, UTo s OLIyIIaJia TETIO ero Tejla, BAbIXaa
T'YCTOM, TEPIKUH 3arax napgioma, ATMHHAs 100Ka Kacanach ero HAYMIIEeHHBIX 10 OJiecKa caror.

VKpa/ikoii MOCMOTPEB Ha UMIIEpaToOpa, YBUJIENA €ro MO-TMPeKHEMY CIOKoiHoe Juio. Herpo-
Hunaemoe. OH 00BeJT B3IISIIOM Caji ¥ BHOBb COCPEJOTOUMIICS] HA MHE.

— IpusHaiicsi, cnaakasi, Thl HE 3HAEIllb, KAKOW Marveu BiiaJeelllb.
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— C yero BbI B3suin? MHe MoaBIacTHA Marusi BOJIBI.

— IIponemoHcTpupyeiis ?

1 3akomnebanace.

— Ceituac?

— I[ouemy Het?

MsHe paHblile He TPUXOIMIOCh KOJIJIOBATh, U 51 HE 3HAJIA JIEMEHTAPHO C Yero HayaTh.

Co CTOpOHBI Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO AHTAJ 3HAET O MOMX 3aTpyaHeHusIx. OH CMOTpes Ha MEHsI CBOMM
MPOBOKAIIMOHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, U S MOILIA 0 KOHIIA.

[TpucmoTpena BETYIIUHI KYCT Y a)KypPHOU OeCceIKu ¥ COCpeJoTOUMIach Ha HeM. Ha Mo mpu3biB
Marusi 3aBOpoyaiach B IPyIH KOJTIOUAM €KHKOM.

[IpotsiHyna pyKy B HarpapjieHHUH OeceJK1, BO3OMHUB ceOs1 BEIMKUM MaroM, 'pPOMKO BBIKPHK-
HyJIa:

— Abpakanadpa, kyct ucuyesnu! Ou, qoxIb mposeiics!

Oro-o0-o0-0...

Kycr ucues.

Ero cuibHBIM IOPBIBOM BeTpa cMeto BMecTe ¢ 6ecekoil. TombKo sima 1 octanach. OT 6eceqKu.
Camoro cTpoeHus1, Kak ¥ OKPYXKAIOIIeH ero pacTUTEIbHOCTH, U CIIE]T TIPOCTHL.

— W noxnae He moHamoowics, — oOpasoBasiachk HETOHATHO Yemy si. HaBepHoe, HepBHOe. He
KQKIbIN IEeHb MaruuIllb C Pa3MaxoM.

— Abpakanadpa? Yto 3a cTpaHHOe clloBO3akJIMHaHUe? [[Ba Marn4ecKkux mpu3biBa B OMHOM? —
KHMBHYJI IMITEPATOp HAa 0OPa30BaBIIMIACS KOTIOBAH.

— VmMnpoBu3upoBaa, — OTBETHIIa, HEMHOTO CMYIIAsICh.

— Ckaxwu, Cuana, Te0s1 Maruu oO0y4yasin? — BKpaauuBO, OOMaHUMBO MSTKUM TOJIOCOM TTOUHTE-
pecoBaJicst UMIIEPaTop.

— KoneuHo, — oTBeTHIIa pa3nocaJoBaHHO, 3715Ch Ha AHTaJIa 32 €r0 CBEPXbECTECTBEHHYIO MPO-
HUIIAeMOCTh. — MBI OeTHBI, KaK IIEpPKOBHbIE MBI, HO Ha HAlIle C CECTPOi 00y4eHHe CpeICTB XBATUIIO.

CrenaB riyOOKUH BIIOX, TIPUTIPABUIIA CBOIO JIOKD YJIBIOKOH.

IMomoru mue Beeppimauii! OT MPOHUKHOBEHHOTO B3IVIsA1a AHTaIa MeHsI OpOCaio B XOJIOJHYIO
apoxb. MieanbHO yyduuB MOMEHT M OOHSIB 32 TAJIMIO, OH IIPUBJIEK MeHsI K cebe. Moe cepatie Tpe-
BOKHO eKHYJ10. M HecripocTa. 1 mouTH Koxkeld 4yBCTBOBaJIa HapacTaioliee MeX/1y HAMH IPUTSKEHHE.
Teruias na0Hb UMITEpaTOpa 3aCKONB3MIIA TI0 MOEH CIIMHE, HACHIIIAs], OKYThIBasI BOJTHOW MOE Tperie-
mymee Teno. [loTpsiceHHast MPOTUBOPEUMBBHIMU YYBCTBAMH, 51 OTJISIHYJIACh Ha OTKPHITHIE JIBEPH, 32
KOTOPHIMH B 3aJle KPY)KMJIach B TaHIle Tonma rocteii. Ho AHTtain Bcepbes 3aayman JoOUTh MOe caMo-
obnaganue.

— MHe [0M0OKWUIM, YTO THI BJaJEellb Marueil 3eMJIM, — €ro ;KapKuil MEenoT MPUSITHO OMaJIHIT
MOIO I11e10, MypaIIKkamM# pa30eraschb 1mo Koxe.

«HamageHnue BOJTKOIJIAaKOB Ha KapeTy», — MBICJICHHO 3aCTOHAJIA 1, TPUITOMUHAS IIPOTUBOPEYH-
Bble TIONPOOHOCTH Hariero ¢ bpuHom pasroBopa. §1 Torga coBpasia emy mpo CBOIO Mario, He 3Has,
KakuM 00pa3oM OOBSICHUTH 32)KUBJICHUE PAHBI.

— 41 penko npuderamo K Marvy M 4acTo MyTaloch B Hell, — c/ienana 1 HeyOeIUTe IbHYIO MOIBITKY
OIpaB/IaTh CBOE BPaHbE.

He noxupnasice oTBeTa, s1 ocBOOOIMIACH OT 00BATUI UMNepaTopa. Ha ceil pa3 oH He cTa MeHs
ynepxuBarb. CTapasich UITH CIIOKOWHO, a He OexaTb 0e3 OIVIs/IKM, 3alaraja oOpaTHO B OaJIbHYIO
3aiy.

Bo3sBparuBmmce, 51 OblTa yBepeHa, YTO HUKOMY He TO3BONIO YBJeub ceOsi TaHleBaTh. He
MOBTOPIO OMMOKK ¢ uMIiepatopoM. CKOJIb OIIPOMETUYMBO OBUIO HA 9TO HAEATHCA. 3a Bpems, Mpo-
BE/ICHHOE C UMIIEPAaTOpOM, UHTEPEC MYKUYMH KO MHE MOPa3UTEeNIbHO BHIPOC. BhigenuB MeHs1 cpeau
y4yacTHHUI, AHTaJI 10OABMJI MHE OYKOB Ha pPhIHKE HeBecT. Ko MHe ouepenb BHICTPOMIIACH U3 KeJlalo-
IIMX TOTaHIeBaTh. VX TBUT HUCKOMBKO HE OCTYIMJIa MOsI 3alsiTHaHHas pemnyTtaims. U3 tex, ¢ kem
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MHE OOBEJIOCH O6H_laT])CH, HUKTO HE MPOU3BEI HA MEHA BIICUYATIICHUA. Ounn 6bIHI/I MWJIbl 1 YYTUBBI,
HO BTOPOM pa3 MPUHUMATH MPHIJIAIIIEHHE Ha TaHell s1 Obl OCTeperiach, Kak He moiuia Obl Ha BTOPOe
ceuaanue. Ho, mymaio, Mou mapTHEpHl M CaMH HE HACTaMBaJId Ha MOBTOpeHMU. BcemMy BUHOM MOst
HeykJnokecTb. Katocs, s1 orronTaiia uM Horu. He cieniaiibHoO.

Tem BpemeHeM AHTaJ ObLT MOTJIOIIEH OOIeHneM ¢ OocoHornMHu yyactHuiamu. C ero Bo3Bpa-
IIEHWEM JIJIs1 HUX Kak Oy[ITO Jpyrue My KUYMHBI [IepecTaay CylecTBOBaTh. TOMHBIE B3IJISIIbI, 0OBO-
POXUTENIbHBIE YIBIOKY OBUTH HAIpaBJIeHBbI JIMIIb Ha HETO.

B 3ane mapuia Becenas cymaroxa.
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I'maBa 12

[Nocne moyHOUM HaM pa3peniuiiv MOKUHYThH Oail. S yiuia B uucie nepebix. M He u3-3a Toro,
YTO MeHs1, ObITh MOJKET, PACCTPOWIIN ObI €r0 Ype3MepHBIC YXaKMBAHUS 32 IPyTHMMU JAEBYIIIKaMU, Oy/Ib
oH MHe uHTepeceH. C HuM oHu pacrBetanu. K cuactbio, AHTan MHe ObLT 6e3pa3iinyeH, a 3HAUuT, K
MIOBOJIy TIOKUHYTh Oajl OH HEe MMeJT OTHOIIICHUs. YUHUTBIBAsI, HACKOJIILKO OH OJIM30K K MOEeMy pa300-
JIAYEeHUI0, JIydllle, €CJI MOe OTHOIIEHUE K HeMY TaKOBBIM M OCTAHETCSI.

S monxBaruna JUIMHHYIO 100Ky M HEJOyMEHHO YCTaBUJIACh HA BEPXHUU JIECTHUYHBINA MPOJIET,
rae MeHs MOKWAaa ynpasisiomas oroopom. Kpome Hac HMKOTrO B MyCTYIOIIEM XOJjie He ObLIO.
YacTs JeByIIeK BecemIach Ha Oaiy, ipyras ycrena MojHsThcs K cebe. [TpuriameHnHble roctu JImoo
pazbexaluch, MO0 MPOIOIKAIIH MOTyYaTh YAOBOJILCTBUE OT MPa3/IHUKA.

— T'ocrioxa Hasima ket te0si, — TPOMKO COOOIIMIAa OHA U CKpPbUIACh B OOKOBOM KOPHIOPE.
OnHa npaBWIJIBHO M0JIaraja, uTo s He OCMENIOCh MPOUTHOPUPOBATH TIOKEIAHUE 3aMECTUTENIs YIIPaB-
JISIOLIETO U MPUY Ha 30B.

[Ipeonones mposer, HarpaBUIaCh K MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO MPUOTKPHITON JIBEPH.

— Hecnpixannas aep3octs! KiisiHych mycToTOR, ocmeeTe elnie pa3 cadoOTHpPOBaTh COCTsI3aHME,
xust CuaHa, M 51 cama MCKJIIoUy Bac M3 0TOopa! — B KOpUIOpe HACTUT MOMX YIIed MPOH3UTEIbHBIN
rosioc Hasanpr.

— He OynpTe K Hell CITMITKOM CTPOTH.

51 3a Bepcry y3HaI Jipede3kaniuii rojoc pacriopsautens. OH jKaaln MeHsI BMECTE CO CBOUMM
nomolHuIamu. [locne ycrpoeHHoi oBy1IKHM ¢ 30paHOM OHU CMeJIi MHE yrpokarth?! OcTaHOBIIIACh
Ha MecTe, CTapasiCh YTUXOMUPUTb IPOCHYBILYIOCS KPOBOKAJHOCTb.

0-0-0, MHE MHOTO€ XOTeJIOCh UM BbIcKa3aTh. Ho s1 HEeMHOro 3amno3fana ¢ mpeTeH3usIMHU.

Ceiip TpyBHOH caMOJIMYHO BHIIIEN B KOPUAOP U pacIlibUics B yabiOke. He B mpe3puTesbHOM,
a B KaKOW-TO M3BUHSIOIIEHCS.

— Xus CuaHa, MbI coXajieeM O MPOU3OIIe/IIEM He0pa3yMEHUH.

O KakoM KOHKPETHO, pacnopsiiuTesb He YTOouHWI. O TOM, KOIjla OH OMO30pHJI MEHs mepe[
MOTEHIIMAIbHBIMU KEHUXaMU, WJIM OH UMeJ BBUIY TOT BOIMHUIOLIHIA Cily4ail ¢ 30paHoM.

Ero u3BHMHEHME COMPOBOXKIAIO XOPOILIO OTPENETUPOBAHHOE, PACKAMBAIOIIEECS BbIPAKEHHE
nvna. Ero Belgan pacueTmBbli B3IUIsiI. BCeBBITHMIA, KaK K& MHE XOTEJIOCh O3BYYUTh HEBLIHOCUMOMY
cHOOY, Ky/la OH MOKET MOWTH CO CBOMMH M3BUHEHUsIMU, HO sl He Moria. He crouno HaxuBath cebe
Bpara eiie u B ero Jjuie. [IputomM BIUsSITENbHOTO.

He Buns uHoro Bbixosa, roiuia eMy HaBcTpeuy. B OyKBaJIbHOM U MEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE.

— $1 noHMMalo 1 He iep:Ky OOM[IbI HA BAacC, BBl BBHITIOJHSIIA CBOU JIOJIT U ICHCTBOBAJIM B OOIIMX
MHTEepecax.

[Tpu3BaB Ha MOMOIIIb BCIO CBOIO BBIIEPKKY, Mociana TpyBUOHY O€3MSTEKHYIO YIBIOKY.

— Bbl OueHb BEJIMKOIYIITHBI.

OT MeHs He YKPbUIOCh, KaK HEPBHO JIEPHYJIACH €ro IIeKa.

— OcraBmo Bac Ha noneuyenue Hasnpl. Hy’)kHO OopraHu3oBath CIeAyIONIMIA 9TA COCTSI3aHUIA.
MHe ObUIO OTKPOBEHUE CBBIIIE, — C YPE3BBIYANHOM JIIOOE3HOCTHIO TIPETYTPEANT MEHsI PacTiOpsiIU-
Teb.

Brictpo 6pocuB uepes miedo: «Ilpuna, MHe Hy:kHa OyIeT TBOsI MOMOIIIb», OH HAMPaBHIICS K
nectautle. C 0OpeueHHbIM B3/I0XOM YIPABJISIONIAs MMOIIUIA 32 HUM.

— MHe Bac foiro xaath, Xxust CruaHa? — nocyblaics HeTepreauBbli ronoc Hasipl.

— Vixe Gery, — Cbs3BUJIA 5.

Hecrniema npeononeB HeOObIIIOE PACCTOSIHUE A0 ABEPH, 51 BOIILIA B MAJIEHbKHUI, HO HEBEPOSITHO
YIOTHBIN KaOWHeT.
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EnuHCTBEHHOE OKHO BBIXOIMJIO HA YEIMHEHHBIH cajl ¢ OeceJkaMu, r1ie MoK MeHs 30paH.
HeBonbHO 3akpanock nopo3penue, a He Hasia m oTripaBuiia ummneparopa K HaM Toraa. Yk OOJIbHO
ynayHo oHu ¢ BprHoM nosiBrich. OiHY CTeHy yKpalllaii KpacuBble roOOesIeHbl, Ipyrast Obljia CIUIOIIb
3acTapJieHa MOJIKaMU C IPEeBHUMU KHUTaM. Ha ux BO3pacT HameKasu MoTepThie OT BpeMEHH KOPEIIIKH.

Hasina cuniena 3a mucbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, Ha KPalo KOTOPOTO aKKYPATHO BBHICHJIACH CTOITKHU OTYe-
TOB.

— He nosepsiite myxunHam. Bynpre Graropa3ymHbl, — HOTHSIA OHA HA MEHsI I71a3a.

— 4 camo Gnaropazymue, — yIbIOHYJIaCh 9yTh TPYCTHO.

— CoMHeBaoCh. Bbl CIIMIIIKOM OMPOMETYMBO ceOsl BefieTe, — BXKYX, PE3KO pacKpblla CBUTOK
Hasna. OpHako oHa BBINIsAENA JOBOJBHO paccnabieHHOW M criokoiHou. Kak ecnm ObI MacTepcku
n300paxana HeIOBOJIbCTBO.

— T'ocnioxxa Hasina, BbI IOTHOCTBHIO MTOCBATUIIM ce0s1 0TOOPY? — HE CMOTJIa CACPKATh JIDOOITBIT-
crtBa. MoM MaJiblibl CKOJIb3HYJIH 110 U30THYTOM CIIMHKE KPeciia, CTosIero nepes croiaoM. Caautbest
sl He coOMpasIach, MPEINOYTs CTOSTh.

— BesycnoBno, xust CuaHa, s1 ¢ OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO OTHOIIIYCh K CBOMM OOSI3aHHOCTSIM, — U OHa
BBICOKOMEPHO BCKMHYJIa OpoBb. — He coBeTyio BIpeb JeMOHCTPUPOBATh YHUBEPCAIBHOCTD Ballled
marnu. [lokazatenbHass Marmdeckas COBMECTUMOCTh C MMIEPATOPOM BO3MOKHO U BBIIENSIET Bac
Cpely yYacTHUI], HO He rapaHTupyeT modeabl. OObaHO Oojiee cadble YYaCTHHUIBI HE OCTABJISIOT
TMOMIBITOK U30aBUTHCS OT O0JIee YAAWIMBBIX KOHKYpeHTOK. MoskeTre ObITh CBOOOIHBI, Xus1 CuaHa.

[Moxenas et qOOpo¥ HOUM, OITIEJIOMJICHHASI ee CJIOBaMU, MMOKWHYJIa KaOWHeT.

[laras o KOpUIOPY B CBOM MIOKOU, MBICJIEHHO PaCCOPTHPOBBIBAJIA MOy YSHHYI0 MH(POPMAILIHIO.
Harmra marust ¢ umneparopom copmectuma! [1pu 3ToM OH yroTOBHII MHE POJTh JTIOOOBHUIIBL. TyT ObLIO
HaJl 4yeM noaymarb. Hasina MckpeHHe Bepuia B CBOI0 MUCCHIO — HAWTH KaK/10W MOJOINEYHOM Mapy.
Ee He uHTepecoBasM 3aKy/IMCHbIE MTIPbl, MHAYE Obl OHA HE CTajla BMEIIMBATHCS U MO3BOJIMIIA 30paHy
noryouth Moo peryTaipio. He mpuay MHe Ha OMOIIb UMIIEpaToOp, HUKTO Obl HE TMOBEPUJI B MO0
HEBUHOBHOCTb.

[ToBepHYB KpyIiylo ABEPHYIO PYYKY B CBOIO KOMHATY, JIOK/aJIach, KOIJIa CHUMETCS Maruye-
CKHI OTIIEYaToK, M BOILIA B KOMHAaTy. Ha cTeHax BCIBIXHY/IM Marudeckue CBETUIbHUKY, U 51 C TPY-
JIOM TIOJIaBIJIa UCITYTaHHBIN BCKPUK. B Kpeciie y OKHa BeIMUeCTBEHHO pa3Bawics AHTaI. 3aKUHYB
HOT'Y Ha HOT'Y, OH BOCCE/Ia/l B HEM KaK Ha TPOHE, C HEYJOBUMOM HEOPEKHOCTHIO.

— Bl KO BceM JieByIIIKaM BJIaMBIBAETECh, MJIA MHE OCOOEHHO MOBE3JI0? — €JKO TIOMHTEePeCcoBa-
J1ach 51, 3aKpbIBasi 32 COOOH JBEPb.

AHTaJl HUCKOJIKO HE CMYTHJICS.

— Besenwue 31ech HY TTpy YeM. §l mpwuiien y3HaTh, KaKMM 00pa3oM OeceiKka Oy THIIach B 03epe
JJIEKO OT 3aMKa, — OH XMIIHO YJIBIOHYJICSI U TEMHBIM CMa3aHHBIM TTSITHOM BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3 Kpecia.

Ovuernryets! OH 6e3 ycunil IepeBOIUIOTUIICS B AIMYATHIN CI'YCTOK, a TIOCTIe TIPUHSLIT CBOM Tep-
BOHAYaJIbHBINA BUJL.

AHTaN npuOIM3UIICS KO MHE U YIepcs JIAIOHSMU B JIBEpPb 10 00€ CTOPOHBI OT MOETO Jiniia. $1
MOTPSICEHHO OTCTYIIHJIA Ha3a/l, U IBepHasl pydyKa HEMIPUSATHO Bpe3asiach B TIOSICHHMILY.

OTIM4YHO MOHMMAsA, YTO Oe3 OOBSCHEHUI MHE HEe3BAHOTO TOCTSl HE BBIIPOBOIUTH, OOOPOB
OlIeTICHEHHE, MPSIMO IMOCMOTpeJIa MY B JIUIIO.

— Becenky pa3Be He BeTpOM CHECJI0? — HAXMYPHJIIACh 1.

—Pa3 g npurien k te6e — vet. Mmu Th1, CuaHa, crielinaibHO yMaTdiBaeiib O CBOEM MaryecKoM
TMIOTEHIIMAJIE, PACCUUTHIBAsI pa3kedb BO MHE MHTepec? Thl nodumack cBoero. $1 3anHTepecoBaH.

He ycriena MoprayTh, a pyka uMmeparopa yxe Mmossia Mo Moew I1ee K IeKe.

C Tpynom caepxkaB BO3MYIIEHHBIN BOILIb, C SPOCTBIO IIOCMOTpEJIA Ha HETo.

— Jla He 3HAaIO 51, OTKY/Ja Ha 03epe B3slach Oecesika! — B3MaxoM pyKH OTOPOCHJIA C JIUIIA MYXK-
CKYIO JIAJIOHb.

Mowu JieiicTBHS IOPOMJIN TPEABKYIIAIONILYIO YBIOKY.
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— Tem myurie. Mbl BMecTe MogymMaeM HaJl OTBETOM.

B3risin ssHTapHBIX 1123 OLEHUBAIOIIE MPOIIES 0 MOeMy JIMITY. 3aJepKaB ero Ha MOUX rydax,
AHTan BepHYJICS K HACYIITHOMY BOIIPOCY:

— Kakue npegnonoxenus?

Kakwue k neriiemy mpearnonoxkeHusi, Korjaa oT ero OJIM30CcTi MeHs1 Opocasio TO B kap, TO B XOJIO.
BbUT e TMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOJ — JIATh €My OTIIOP.

«CKaxu UMIepaTopy Impo pe30HAHC JIBYX 3aKJMHAHUN — yCIbIaia y cedsi B roJIoBe Tojoc
OECIIOTHOTO qyXa. — 3amyIieHHbIe CITIOBO(OPMBI CTOKHYJIUCh U PE30HUPOBAIIN .

— ymaio, akTMHBUPOBAHHbBIE CJIOBO(OPMBI CTOJIKHYJIMCh U PE30HUPOBAJIU, — MOBTOPUJIA TOJI-
CKa3aHHOE, paaysiCh CBOEBPEMEHHOM TTOMOIITH.

— VBepena, CuaHa, 9To He pa3Oupaeiibcsi B Maruu? [0OBOpHIIIb OYeHDb CKJIaHO.

Hy u ny! EnBa ne Boinana ce6s1! Hamo ObITh OCTOpOXKHEH.

— 3HayuT, g He coBCeM Oe3HaeKHa, — OTO3BAJIACh CIIOKOMHO, ITOJIHOCTBIO OBJIAJIEB COOOIA.

— He moiimy, mouemy Thbl CKpbIBaelllb CBOM UCTUHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH. § UyBCTBYIO TBOIO Maru-
yeckylo aypy. OHa KyJa MoIIlHee 3asBJIEHHOTO TPETEro YPOBHs, IPUTOM CaM IMOTEHIIUAI TTPE/IEIbHO
HU3KUH, — ero OOJIMUMTEeIbHAsL PpeUb YHUUTOXIIIA B 3apPOJIBIIIIE MOE XBaJIEHOE caMOOo0IaaHue.

41 cmoTpena Ha Hero 1 OyKBaJIbHO HE 3HaJla, YTO CKa3arh.

«Jlymaio, camoe Bpemsi TeOe y3HaTh. Thl — MPOCTPAHCTBEHHBI Mar», — BCIIBIIIKON MPOHECCs
y MeHs B rojioBe rojioc OmByza.

Tpuxap! ouerntyeTs!

Sl HacToMBbKO ObLIAa YIUBIIEHA, YTO HE CpPas3y OTpearupoBajia Ha CKIOHUBILETOCS NMIIEPATopa.

Cy3uB r1a3a, OH MPUTBO3ANI MEHS TSKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM, TIOABJISIS B 3aPOJBIIIIE JIIOObIE MBICH
O CONPOTHBJICHUH. §] 3amMepiia B KarKaHe ero pyK M OCTPO OLIYTHJIa CBOIO OECTIOMOIITHOCTb.

— He xenaenib 00bsICHUTHCS ? — TACKOBBIM TOHOM CITPOCUJT AHTaJI, HO HE)KHOCTh HE KOCHYJIACh
ero a3, B3MIsi OCTaJICs CypOBbIM. MHe cTaso He 1o cede.

«Tebe Henb3s npu3HaBaThes! — 3aBoTHOBAICS OBy, — [IpocTpaHCTBEHHOM Maruu He HYKeH
pe3epB, OHa OepeTcsi U3 MyCTOThl. TBOM CHJIBI HE OrpaHMYeHbl. MaroB MmycTOTh HEBO3MOKHO KOH-
TPOJIMPOBATh U OTPE3aTh OT UCTOYHMKA, IOTOMY KaK OHU He MpHBsi3aHbl K HUM. OT TeOs He3ameI-
JIUTEJILHO M30aBATCS».

S1 6bi1a OB M paga OTBECTU OT cebsl TIOIO3PEHHS, HO JIEMEHTAPHO He 3HaJIa, C Yero Hayarhb.
Wmmepatop aai oTBeTa, U s1 OTpUIATEIbHO MoKavyasia rooBoi. Ho ero 1o He ynoBiIeTBOPUIIO.

— 1 paHO WM TO3/IHO Y3HAI0, YTO ThI OT MEHsI CKPhIBAEIIIb, KPACABHIIA, ¥ JIyUIIle, YTOOBI K TOMY
BpEeMeHHU Yy TeOsI IOSIBUIIMCH BPA3yMUTENIbHbIE OOBSICHEHUSI.

— 4l HM4Yero ot Bac He CKPhIBAIO.

[Nonnmato, 06MaHBIBaTh HEXOPOIIIO, HO MPaBJa MOIJIa CTOUTh MHE KU3HH.

AHTaN oTpearupoBat HEOKUIAHHBIM 00Pa30OM.

— JIryHps.

OH pBHIBKOM NIPUTSIHYI MeHsI K ce0e, 1 ero ryobl HAKpbUTH MOH. 51 0€33BYYHO axHyJia, U MOLETyi
TYT XK€ YIJIyOWJICcs, Iepepoc B UyBCTBEHHBIN. Bynopaskariee ToMmyieHrue ponuioch 0 MOMM BEHaM,
onaisisi skapom. CBOJAIIME C yMa IIPUKOCHOBEHM S Y0, sI3bIKa 1 Oy JAIOLMX PYK HE OCTABUIINA MeCTa
COMHEHMSM. TOMHTENBHO-CIa0CTHBIE OIYIIeHUsT pas3uinch no teny. O, 6oru! [Jaske mou riasa
3aKPBUTKCH OT 3aXJIECTHYBIIETro OnaskeHcTBa. CTaHOBUIIOCHh HEBBIHOCUMO JKapKo.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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