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O BO3MOKHOCTH CTaTh UMIIEpaTpULIel JEBYIIIKA U HE TOMbIIUIsAIA. Eil uiib
XOTEJIOCh MOCMOTPETh CTOJIUILY, IIOCETUTh 3HAMEHUTbIE MYy3€H, TPUOTKPHITh TAlHY
3araJIouHOr0 CEBEPHOr0 KOHTUHEHTA, O KOTOPOM XOJAWJIY JIMIIIb MyTalolfe CIyXu.
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Anekcanjapa Ilaen
Ilocaenqnuiln UMIepPaToOpPpCcKuil 0OTOOP

I'maBa 1

Hopora Obl1a 6GeckoHeuHOM. [lecaTb qHel Oe3yMHON BHIMATHIBAIOIIEH TOHKHU, BHITPSXHYBIIICH
13 MEHs He TOJIbKO BHYTPEHHOCTH, HO U MOCJIeJHUE KPYIHLIBI TEPIIEHNU ], B KOPHE IOMEHBILIEH 1pe[-
CTaBJICHUE O BEJIMYMM Halllei umnepuu. B OykBajabHOM cMBICTIE CIIOBA.

[MouTu cpasy *e 51 nmoxasesna o ceoeM cornacuu. Ha camom nene Beioopa-To u He Obu10. [Tocna-
HHE MOEMY OTIIy CofiepKajio He mpochOy, a mpuka3. OqHy U3 He3aMyXHHX Jouepeil Hy)KHO ObLIO
NOCaJUTh B KapeTy, NPUOBIBIIYI0 BMECTE CO CTPAKHUKAMM, U OTIIPABUTh B CTOJIMILY HA CMOTPUHBI
HeBecT umrneparopa. be3 BapuaHToB.

Kpome Bo3pacta 1 OTCYTCTBHS TSKENIBIX YBEUMH, JPYTUX «IOXelaHui» He Obuto. ['panuiia
— OT CeMHA[IIaT! 10 JBaJLATH IATH JieT. [JoBoibHO bepanbHble TpeOoBaHusl, Jaxe cTpaHHO. Hu
BEJIMKOI KPacoThl, HW HEBUHHOCTH, HU OOTaTCTB, HA TAJIAHTOB HE TPeOOBAJIOCH.

Houepeii y marsl Obut0 Tpoe. $1 ¥ Mou JBe Miaamme cecTpeHkd. Ho BOT He3amaya. AHHa,
KOTOPOH ABaJLIaTh OIMH, HEEIO Ha3a] yCIiesia BBICKOUMTD 3aMy’K M BOBCIO HAC/IAKAAIaCh MEJOBBIM
MecsieM. BocemHaanarinerssis MiipMa 3aKmiouriia oMOIBKY (TIOKa TOJBKO C €€ CJIOB) € «JTI0OOBBIO
BCE JKM3HU», IPEKPACHBIM HEOTPA3UMbIM AJIbBAPYMKOM, M €CTECTBEHHO, 3aKaTUJIa UCTEPHUKY NOCIIe
MIPOYTEHMS OTLIOM UMIIEPATOPCKOro yKa3a Ha CEMEMHOM COOpaHUH.

Ocratoch £, gBaguaTunATWIETHAA crapas gesa. CTporo ropops, JBaauarh MATbh MHE HUCTION-
HUTCS TOJIBKO Yepe3 JIBa MeCsIa, M0ITOMY (PAKTUYECKH s MOIXOAMIIA T0fl YKA3aHHbIE MapaMeTphl.
Ecnu MBI TONBKO HE 3aA€pKHUMCS B JOPOTe WJIM HE CJIOMAIO CIIy4aiiHO HOTY.

XOT4 Aaxke cO CJIOMAaHHOW HOrOM MeHs MoTallaT BO JBOPELl, HOTOMY UTO YK CIIMIIKOM HAaCTOM-
YMBBIMU OBUTH I'BapIEMIbl, CJIMIIKOM KaTerOPUYHBIM MPHKa3 UMIIepaTopa.

He noHpaBuimch MHE HM THXO€ pyrarejbcTBO OTLA CKBO3b 3yObl, HU CTPaHHBIN MCITyTaHHBIH
B3IVIS/1 MaMBbl, KOTOpasi pe3ko NooJieiHeNa nocje NpovTeHus ykasa. 3aMeTUB 3TO, 51 OUYeHb YAUBU-
Jlach, TaK Kak pojIoM Mama Oblla M3 CTOJIHMIIBI, BEJMKOJISITHON M HEMOBTOpUMOM JInMmmu, KoTopyio
MeUTaeT MOCETUTh KX IbIi )KUTEJIb UMIIEPUH, HE UCKJII0YAs M MeHs. Mama BeIpocyia cpej POCKOLI-
HBIX JIBOPLIOB, IUIOLIAel, (POHTAHOB, O KOTOPBIX 51 TOJIKO YMTasa B ra3erax. A ele OHa HEKOTOpoe
BpeMs Obl1a (ppeilyIMHON BAOBCTBYIOILEH nmnepatpuiibl M3ombael. TaM, Bo ABOpLE, OHA U MO3HAKO-
MUJIach C ManoM, U Kak TOJbKO OH CIejaj ei MpeaoKeHue, cpasy yexasa Ha Ior, B Hallly IIyIlb, 1
HHKOTJa OOJblIle He BCIIOMHMHAIA O CBOEW MPOLUION KU3HU, HA O JABOPIIE, HA O CTOJIMILIE, XOTS MBI
YaCTEHbKO €€ YMOJISJIM PaccKas3aTh XOTb YTO-TO.

Cpe3guTh B CTONMIY HaM C CECTPAMHU HE JOBEJIOCh HU pasy. Bo-nepBbIX, OHa HaXOAWUTCS Ha
MIPOTHBOIIONIOKHOM KOHIIE UMIIEPHHU; BO-BTOPBIX, Y HAaC OaHAJIbHO He ObLIO JEHEer Ha TaKylo Jajb-
HIOIO 110e31KY. ITycTb MBI sIB/IIEMCS OTHUMU U3 KPYITHENIINX 3eMJIEBIA/IENbLIEB KOPOJIEBCTBA, UMEEM
THUTYJI, IOMECTbE, MPAaMOPHbIE PYAHUKM M MHOT'O BCETO MPOYEro, JOCTATOK B HAILIEH ceMbe HEOOJIb-
II0M, TaK KaK MOYTH BCe 3a0MPAIOT B BUJIE HAJIOTOB. A TO, UTO OCTA€TCs, YXOAUT Ha OIUIaTy pabOTHU-
KaM U pa3BUTHE MOMeCTbs1. MBI C cecTpamMy 00XOAMMCSI OTHOI TOPHUYHOM Ha TPOMX, CaMH yOrpaeM
cBOM KOMHaThl, Mnbma, korga nopocina, yBieK1ach IIMTEM OAEXKbI IS CIYTr, a MaMa PyKOBOJUT
KyXHEM, 3aKynaeT ey, TOPrysch 3a KakAbli Me/IsK.

— 370 yXKe Kakoi 1o cuety? — oTell OTI0kKMI OyMaru B CTOpoHy U 00epHyJics K Mame. Ha nurie
3aCTBUIO 03200YEHHOE BBIpaKEHHE.

— ITocnennuii, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, — IECATHIN.

Ha, 3a0bU1a cKa3aThb, IO APEBHEN TPAAULIMM OTOOPOB BCeraa AecsATh. MHe ObUIO CTpaIHO JII000-
IIBITHO, IOYEMY UMEHHO cTobKO? Heyskenu uMneparopy He MOXET MPUITITHYThCS JEBYIIKA U3 Nep-
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BOU um Bropou maprun? Yto mmeHHo oH uiieT? TouHee, koro uMeHHO? OTOOPH HAYMHAIOTCS C
JBA/ILATH JIET, U K TPUALIATH UMIIEPATOP JIOJKEH BHIOpATh jkeHy. MIHOra OH HauMHAET MO3ke, MHOT/IA
panbinie. Hanprivep, oTell HBIHEIIHETO MPaBUTEJIs] KEHUIICS B COPOK.

Kask1p1id Tos1 BO IBOpEIl IPUBO3ST HECKOJIBKO COTEH JeBYIlieK. Bo3HMKaeT cTpaHHOe YyBCTBO,
YTO MMIEPATOP TAKMM CIIOCOOOM 32 JIECATD JIET KaxkJeT MEePEe3HAKOMHUTBLCS CO BCEMH THTYJIOBaH-
HBIMU KESHIIMHAMU, )KMBYIIUMH B uMriepur. OueHb o0onbITHO. Koria Mbl ¢ cecTpaMu cripaimBaii
MaMy, KaK MPOUCXOAAT OTOOPHI M UTO HYKHO MMIIEPATOpy, ¥ Hee pe3Ko MOPTHIIOCh HACTPOSHUE, U
OHa OTChIJIaJIa HAC MPOYb, JaB padOTy UM IOPyUYECHHE.

Orer ¢ MaMO# TMOBEPHYJIUCH KO MHE. BHsl X XMypble Jviia, s 3a0eCIOKOUIACD.

— Huuero crpamiHoro, — KprBO yJIbIOHYJIACH 51, — ChE3Ky B CTOJIMILY M ITpUey Ha3aid. Bpsa im
sl 3AMHTEPECYIO BIIAJIBIKY.

Mama B3BOJTHOBAHHO IOf1KaJa ryosl, a OTell 3aJyMUYMBO KUBHYJI, CJIOBHO COIJIAIIASICh C MOUMHU
cnoBamu. Kpomeunast obuza konbHysa cepaie. Het, st peasibHO cMOTpesia Ha CUTYaluIo — 5 TAJIeKO
He Kpacasuila. Korma-to gaBHO, LieTylo *KU3Hb Ha3ajl, 51 Oeperia Koxy OT OecromagHoro 10KHOTo
COJIHIIA, TIOJIL30BAJIACh KPeMaMU, KOCMETHUKOM, JIOKHJIACh BOBPEMsI CIaTh, CTapaiach KpacuBO Ofe-
Barbcs. Torna y MeHst ObUT JIOOMMBIH YelIOBeK, CYaCTIIMBOE Oyiyliee, MeuThl. A cefiuac... Y MeHs
HET HMYEro, Mo3ToMy U Oepedb Hevero, 0cOOSHHO KOXKYy. Sl TaBHO MaxHy1a Ha ceOs pykoid. Cmyriias,
JouepHa 3aropeBinasi, s Obljla IOXOXa Ha pyJokora. Jlaxke He CKakelllb, 4To OlaropoHast Jeu.

Cectpbl, penuB, 4To podiiemMa pelieHa 1 ey s, paJoCTHO BBIIOPXHY/IM U3 KOMHAThl. Mama
nojionua Oxe.

— BosbMmelnib crapble MaThsi, HIKAKUX KPACHUBBIX MPUYECOK U KOCMETHKH, — HU3KUM THXUM
rOJIOCOM ITPOM3HECIIA OHA, — CTAPACs BHIITISIIETh KAK MOJKHO XYyKe.

Sl HeOYMEHHO OKPYIJIMJIA I1a3a.

— JlaBaii s BOOOIIEe HE TOedy, — XMypO MpeIoKUIa, COOMpascCh OOUIEThCS HA POIAMTEIICH.
Tako¥l 4yJOBUIIHOW HECTIPABEIJIMBOCTH 51 OT HUX He oxuiaina. OHM Bcerja XBaJIWIN MEHsl, Ha3bl-
BaJIV TAJIAHTIMBOW YMHHUIIEH, COKPOBUIIIEM. A ceifyac TO, YTO sl BBIUTPAI0 KOHKYPC HEBECT M CTaHy
UMIIepaTpUIICH, UMHU IaXe He paccMaTpuBaiock. [TOHATHO, MHE IBaJIIATh MSATh, 51 IEPECTAPOK, TIOXO
BBITJISIKY, MEHsI HEe BHIOEPYT, HO TaK YHHXKATh JJOYb. ..

— He exarp Henb3s1. — Otell pa3BepHYJICS B CTOPOHY OKHA M KMBHYJI. $1 Mojionuia u Hermpous-
BOJIbHO axHyJia. Harr HeGoJIbIIoi IBOp OKKYITUPOBAIIH JIBA IECSTKA UMIIEPCKUX CTPAKHUKOB C MYIII-
ketamu HarepeBec. OHU pacCpeOTOYMIIUCH TI0 TIEPUMETPY, 3aKPbLIMA TJIABHBIA BIE3] U OOKOBYIO
KaIUTKy. JKenaHne UrHOprpoOBaTh UMIIEPATOPCKUI YKa3 MPOMAjio COBEPIICHHO.

— 3aro OecIyIaTHO ChE3AMIIb B CTONMILY. — PaocTh OT 3TOro COOBITUS MOYEMY-TO OTAaBaja
ropeusbio. — ThI Xke Bcerza xotesna TaMm noosiBaTh? BOT 1 mocMOTpuIlb.

Membiiie yem 3a yac ObUT coOpaH HeOoMbIoN ckapO0. Heckonbko cMeH Oesbsi, TpU CTaphbiX
BBIIBETIIMX TUIAThsI, pacuecKa, 3yOHas INEeTKa, U TaK, M0 MeJIoUd. B mocieHuii MOMEHT B 4eMoJaH
CYHYJIa JKypHAJI CO CTaTheil 00 apXeoJIoruu, KOTOPYI0 B UTOTe MHE TaK U HE YIaJIOCh IPOYUTATH W3-
3a cTpatHoi Tpsicku. OTel 1 MaMa co CKOPOHBIMU JIMIIAMU TTOCAIVIM MEHsI B KapeTy ¥ OTIPABUIIN
Ha 0TOOP, JIaB CTPAHHOE HAIYTCTBHE MOCTAPATHCS HE TIPUBJIEKATh BHUMAHUSI.

YeTBepKy KOHEW MEHSUTH Kak[ple IIecTh YacoB. HoueBasa s1 Ha MOCTOSUIBIX JBOPAaX, B OKPY-
KEHHOU CTPaKHUKAMU CTIAJIbHE, BHYTPbh HUKOTO HE ITyCKaJIH, eIy IPUHOCKIIM OHU *ke. 51 OblIa mocro-
SIHHO COHHasl, YCTaBIIIasi ¥ 3J1asi. 3aTo 3a MOe3]Ky Hay4yHIach €CTh, CIIaTh M XOIUTh B TyaJIeT MO pac-
MICAHUIO.

«Moru Obl IpUCIIaTh MEXaHMUYECKYIO TOBO3KY BMeCTO KapeThl. He obemneny Obl, — Oypyana s
O] HOC, — XOTb KaKoe-TO pa3BiieueHne». B mpomuiom rogy B TyBuw, cTosmiie Halero KOpoJieBCTBa,
YCTPOWJIM BBICTABKY TEXHUYECKMX HOBMHOK mMmIepuu. CaMOXoqHas TejiexkKa, KOTopasl IepeiBHra-
Jach 6e3 Jioliaziel, BpI3Basia BceoOmid axuoTtax. Ham ¢ cectpamu axke pa3penviym HEMHOTO TIOKa-
tatbes. [IpaBaa, exana oHa MeUIEHHO M CTPAaHHO MaxJa, 1a U CTOWJIa HeOollpaBAaHHO MHoro. Jlaxe
HaIll IOOPSIK KOPOJIb He 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS MOKYITKOM, YTO YK TOBOPHTH O Marie.
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Kak Ob1 TaMm HE OBLTO, K KOHITY TIOE3]IKM s1 OTHOCUTEJIHHO yCTOKouIach. Eciii He Mory ToBjH-
SITh HA CUTYAINIO, HY’KHO TOIBITATHCSI HAUTH B HEH TIOJIOKUTEIbHbIE CTOPOHBI. A UX OBUIO peJocTa-
touHo. Ctonuua nMriepun JIuMmnua 3aciayKeHHO CYMTAIach CaMbIM IIPEKPACHBIM TOPOJIOM Ha CBETE.
FOBOpI/UII/I, YTO OHaA ITapuT B O6JIaKaX, qTo (I)OHTaHI)I " NIAaMATHUKUA YKpPAIICHbI IPAaroueHHbIMA KaM-
HsIMH, & MOCTOBBIE BBIOKEHBI PO30BBIM MPaMOPOM Aaxe B OeJHbIX KBapTajiax. Yo uMrieparop ecT ¢
30JIOTBIX TAPEJIOK M KyIaeTcsl B 30JI0TOM BaHHOW. YTO Ha Mpa3gHuKax oH OpocaeT B TONMITY HE Me/lb U
cepeOpo, a HACTOSIIIME IparolieHHble KAMHU 1 30J10Tbie MOHeThl. Ho camoe nHTepecHoe 1ist MeHs — B
My3esIX CTOJIMIIBI TIPE/ICTaBIeHbl OeCIICHHBIE PEIMKBUM, COOPAHHBIC 3 COTHH JIET MPABJICHUS IMHA-
ctur AMenaioB. BoT ux-To 51 1 codupaack mocMoTpeThb. Mictopueii 1 packonkamu s yBJIEKJIach Cpasy
ke, KaK TOJIbKO BhIOpasiach U3 MyIeHOK. MHe ObLJIO YeThIpe rojia, KOT/ia s BHIKOTAA TIEPBbINA [TTUHSTHBIH
TOPITIOK B Kapbhepe Ha TEPPUTOPUM HAIIETO MOMeCThsI. [1ocie TsKeIbIX COOBITHIA, TIPOU3OIICAIINX
CO MHOM ceMb JIeT Ha3a, sl Ha BpeMs 3a0pocuiia PacKOIKH, HO ceifuac MOHEMHOT'Y BO3BPAIIaloCh K
CBOEMY YBJICYCHHUIO B CBOOOIHOE OT padOTHI 1O IOMY BpEMSI.

B cronmity Ml mprexany riay0okoid Houblo. CTpaskHUKY TPeIyIPeIni, YTO OCTAaHABIUBATHCS
Ha HOYWJIET B TABEPHE CMBICIIA HET, TaK KaK OCTAJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO. §] TONBKO BHIMYyUEHO KUBHYJIA.
HO_HYCOHHyIO MCHA BbITAIIWIN U3 KAPEThI, MOAXBATUIIN TTIOA PYKU U MOBEJIUM B I'POMAJHOC TEMHOEC
3ganue. OT yCTaloCcTH s HUYero He cooOpaxasia. MeHsl paslenu, pacIuiesi BOJIOCH, OOJaurIf B
HOYHYIO pyOaIllky U MOJOKWIN B KPOBaTh. 1 OTKIIIOUMIIACH, KAK TOJIBKO KOCHYJIACh TOJIOBOM MOYIIIKH.

U B nepByIo ke HOYb MHE TIPUCHUJICA CTPAaHHBIA COH. CJIOBHO KO MHE B KOMHATY KTO-TO CTY-
yurcsi. HactoitunBo, rpoMko, TpedoBaTenbHO. § Tak ycTana, 4To 1aXe BO CHE OTBEPHYJIACh M HAKPbLJIa
TOJIOBY OJIESJIOM, OTMaxXHYBILUCH OT HA30MJIMBOTO BU3HUTEPA, TAK 0 KOHIIA U HE TMOHSB, ObLIT 3TO COH
HNJIN Bb.
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I'maBa 2

Pa30ynuina meHs ropanyHast. M, mo-moeMy, o4eHb paHo.

— BbI npuexanu camoii nocnieaneit, neau Tokamak. — YIIpek B ee rojioce YIUBUI HECKa3aHHO.
MoxHo noaymarh, 1 BUHOBaTa B TOM, YTO Tak JajieKo KuBY. Halle KOposleBCTBO HaXOQMJIOCh Ha
caMoii 10:kHOM rpaHuiie umnepun. KOxHee — TOMbKO OeCKpallHUI OKeaH U MyCThIHHBIE KAMEHUCTbIS
OCTpOBA.

[Toka neByIKa pa3aBuraia MTOPSL, s CMOIJIA PACCMOTPETh MOKOU, Kyaa MeHs noceauau. Hy
YTO X — BCE B BBICIIEN cTeneHu pockomrHo. [laxe ciumkom. OrpomMHast KpoBaTh ¢ OaJlIaXMHOM,
CTEHbI 3aTSIHYTHl TATMACKUAM MIEJIKOM, CaMOI JOpOrod TKaHbIO B MMIIEPUU, U3bICKAHHAsI pe3Hasi
Mebesb pO30BOro IBeTa ¢ OJeJHO-KeAThIMUA pa3BOJaMU B BHUjE 3aBUTKOB. [lake He 3HaI0, Kakoe
aepeBo obnaaet mogooHbkM 3dextom. Ha mosmy mymmmcThlii 6eToCHEeKHbINA KOBED.

— § momory BaM yMBITbCS M TIO3aBTPAKaTh, — MPOIOJIKAIA TOPHUYHAS, TPOTITUBAsl PO30BbIN
TMIeHbI0Ap, — Yepe3 vac MoaouIeT Kamepuctka. OHa IMOMOXKET oI00paTh IUIAThe U CIEIaTh IIPHUYECKY.
Uepes /1Ba yaca nepBblit 0TOOP.

[Tpunercs BcTaTh — HEKUTHCS B TIOCTENIM MHE HE JayT. BCIOMHUIMCH CTPaKHUKY B TaBEPHAX,
Te Toxe Oyauuu crio3apaHok. HeBecTsl ummneparopa, mo-BUAMMOMY, HAXOASATCS Ha CAMOW HYKHE!
CTYIIEHU UEPAPXUU BO IBOPIIE.

— A CKOJBKO BCETO JIEBYIIIEK MpHexano? — MOMHTEPEeCcOBAIACh 51 BCKOJb3b.

— MHoro, — oTpe3aJia FOpHUYHAsI HEJIOBOJILHO, OTOMBAs BCSAKYIO OXOTY MPOJOIKATH Pa3roBop.
Kawmepucrka Tak xe He crasia cedst yTpyKAaTh JI0OE3HOCTHIO.

— Boi cobpanvich ofeThest B 3T0 YOOKeCTBO? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa, KOT/Ia 51 TIoKa3asia ey rmpuBe-
3eHHOE U3 JIoMa Tuiatbe. [Ipuiiock caMoii pacnakoBbIBAaTh YeMOAAH M BHITACKMBATH CBOIO OfIEKIY —
0 Garaxxe HUKTO He IMOOECIIOKOMIICS, C HOUM OH CTOSUT Y TTOpora 3a0bIThIA BCEMHU.

— J171s1 BceX HEBECT MPUTOTOBJIEH OT/IENIbHBINA rapepod, — MPOU3HECIa KEeHIIIMHA, — Bbl MOXKETe
B3$Tb JIMIIIb JIMYHBIE BEIH, BCE OCTAJIbHOE MpelocTaBeHo aBopioM. [Ipukas ummnepartopa, — noda-
BUJIa OHA 3JI0PA/IHO, YBUJIEB BO3MYIIIEHHE HA MOEM Jiuiie. §l 3ameTwia, 4To ¥ rBapAeiiibl, U padoT-
HUKY JJBOPIIA OYEHb JTIOOWIN 3Ty (hpasy U BCTABJISUIU €€ TIOUTH Be3Jie, C TOBOJOM U Oe3.

JlagHo, mpuka3 Tak npuka3. [11aH Mambl 10 IPEBPAIEHUI0 MEHSI B TTYTaJIO JaJl IEPBBIi COOM.

OpeB Ha MeHs MepBOe TOMNAaBIIeeCcss HUYEM He IIPUMEeYaTe/IbHOE IUIaThe, KAMEPUCTKA BbIIMX-
Hyza B KOpugop. TaM yke TONMUINCh MPEeTeHIeHTKU, BHICTPAUBAsCh B JIMHUIO. Moeii cocellkoil oka-
3aj1ach MUJIEHbKAS CBETJIOBOJIOCAsSI IEBYIIIKA, U OHA ObLIa OfIeTa MOYTH B TAKOE K IJIaThe, KaKoe ObLIO
Ha MHe, TOJIbKO Jpyroro mseta. [la 4to roBopuTh, BCe ObLIM OZIETHI IPUMEPHO OIMHAKORO.

— Taxk 3Tu mIaTes, — 1 Beceao XMbIKHYJIA, — JOCTAIUCh HAM OT IIPEAbIIYIIUX HeBecT? A umrie-
paTop UCKJIIOYUTENBHO PAIIMOHAIbHBIN.

— [lymaio, uMIiepaTopy HeT jiesia, BO YTO HAC OEeBAIOT, — MOJIepkaia CMEIIKOM OHa, — CKopee
Ka3Hayel nocrapasics. MapuaHHa.

— 3ou, — npeacTaBuiIach 51 U 100aBUa HA TOH HUXKe: — 3aTO XOTb OeJibe HOBOE.

YT1pom, Boijis B rapiepoOHyI0, CHaYasIa sl YIWUBUJIACh, YTO BCE IUIAThsl ObUIM MOJOTHAHBI TTO]I
Mo¥ pa3mep. Kak 310 MoxHO cienathb 3a oqHy Houb? Terneps noHsiia. Eciu 10 Hac ObUI0 MHOXKECTBO
CMOTPHH, TO U MOAXOISIINX Pa3MepPOB TOkE MHOXKECTBO. M yK, KOHEUHO, HAIILIACh IEBYIIIKA TAaKOW
’Ke KOMIUTIEKLIUH, KaK U 1.

Hac npuBenu B GOJBINON MyCTOH 3aJ1 C JUTMHHOM OATIOCTPaIoN, Orpaxaaromieil OaaKkoH, U
BBICTPOWJIM B JIBE LIIEpEHTH MOMyKpyroM. 1 ocMotpenacsk. [leByIiek ObLJIO OKOJIO COTHU, MOXKET, UyTh
Oonbliie. BIOHAMHKY, OPIOHETKH, PhIKUE, HU3KUE, BBICOKUE, CTPOIHBIE, TIOJIHEHbKUE. Bbuin HacTosI-
1€ KpacaBUIIbl, ObUTM M, CKaXKeM TakK, He cMImKoM. Ha 0o, camblil penB3saThiil BKyC. B atoT
TMOC/IEIHUI OTOOP JIEBYIIIEK MPUBE3NH C Niepudepuu, JaTbHUX OeAHBIX KOPOJaeBCTB. OTIMYHO — HE
XOTEJIOCh Obl CKaH/IAJIOB U3-32 PA3HUIIbI B COIIMAILHOM TIOJIOKEHUH.
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[Tpomuielii ke, 1J1s TOKOWHOTO OTIIA HBIHEITHEro MMIlepaTopa, Hao00OpOT, HAYMHAJICS C KOHIIA,
Y UMIIepaTpUIIe CTala YPOXKEHKA CTOJTUIIBL.

PazHomacTHas rpymnmna HepBHO TONTaJIach HA MECTe, YKPAJKOH MeperisiibBasich. f crosiia cro-
KOIHO 1 poBHO. Ecim ceifuac nmpoxonsT aecsitble CMOTpUHBI, 3HauuT, Ero MMneparopckoe Bennye-
CTBO JKeJIaeT Yero-To 0COOEHHOT0, HeOOBIYHOTO0. Vn IpOCTO TSHET BpeMsi, He jKesast CBA3bIBATh ce0s
y3amu Opaka. B moOom ciydyae oT Hac HUUEero He 3aBHICHT.

— JloGpoe yTpo, Jiemu, — K HaM TIOfIONIeST [IepPeMOHUMENCTep, BaKHbBIA TIOKUION MYKUMHA,
C YMHBIM XOJIEHBIM JIMLIOM U OJIaropoJHOM CEeIMHON Ha BUCKAX, ONETHIN B PACIIUTHIA 30JI0TOM KaM-
3011, — CETOAHA BBl HE BCTpeTuTech ¢ Ero Mimneparopckum BemyecTBoM, — OTOBCIOAY IMOCIIBIIAINCH
pazovapoBaHHbIE B3OXH, — s CaM MTPOU3BEY MEPBBII OTOOD.

«HeynuBurenbHo, — nogymaia s, — 3a4eM €elle MMIepaTopy C TaKOW TOJION pa3roBapUBarh,
TPATUTh CBOE JIPArOlICHHENIIIee BPEMsI».

— JleByIIkam, KOTOPbIM HE MOCYACTIIUBHUTCS MIEPEUTH BO BTOPOW Typ, OYIyT BbIAAHBI yTEIIU-
TeJIbHbIe Nojiapku. KTo 3axouer, MoKeT OCcTaThCsl Ha HECKOJIBKO JIHEH, IOCMOTPETh CTOJHILY, TIOTOM
UX OTIIPABAT JOMOM.

«ITO MHE KaK pa3 U Hy)KHO, — 00paoBajach si, — OOMIHO ObLIO OBl BOT KaK yeXarTh, TOIbKO
MEPEHOYCBAB».

[Mocrne 3TOro MyX4rHa HAIPABUIICS B HAYAJIO IIEPEHT Y M HAYaJl MEJJIHHO UJITH CIpaBa HaJIeBO,
paccmarpuBasi JEBYILEK.

— Bbl Ham He mogxonuTe, Jeau AHKena, CoXalelo, — MPOU3HEC OH, CTOsI HATIPOTHB IyXJIeHb-
KOW KPYIJIONHUIEH AeBHIbl. Tak MTHOBEHHO pa3phblIasiach, CIIOBHO C CaMOro Havyajla rOTOBMJIACH K
noo6HoMy. LlepeMonmiimMeiicTep moxas 1mjaedaMu, KUBHYJI KOMY-TO BOOK, U K JIEBYIIKE TOIOILIH
JBa BBICOKUX IBapIeilia, B3I MOJ JIOKOTKH U, HEB3UpPasi Ha BOTUTM HECYACTHOM, MTOBEJIM HA BBIXO/.
A 31ech He IIepeMOHSTCS C HeBecTaMu. KcTaTh, CTpaskHUKOB BOKPYT ObLIIO 04eHb MHOTO. OHU CTOSLITH
B KOpUJOpPAaX, Y ABEPEil, 0 NepuMeTpy KOMHaThl. Jlaxke cTpaHHO. 3auyeM B CaMOM CEpJLEe CTOMLIbI
TaKOe KOJIMYECTBO OXPAHBI?

S Haxomuack OJMKe K KOHITY, IIO3TOMY CMOTJIa B ITOJTHOW Mepe HACJaJUThCS MPECTABICHUEM.
Hekotopble HecuacTHbIE YXOAWIN CaMU, JPYTMX MPUIILIOCH BBHIMPOBAXUBATh. TEHAEHIIMIO s 3aMe-
THJIA YK€ TIOCTIe TIEPBBIX JECATH OTCEeSIHHBIX. YOUpany BceX CAMIIKOM. CIMIIKOM TOJCTHIX, CJIHII-
KOM XYbIX, CJIMIIIKOM BBICOKMX U CIMIIKOM HU3KMX. [lo Kpacote npeamouteHuii He Obi10. TobKo
OJIHAUKIBI IIEPEMOHUIMEICTEp OTITPABIII Ha BHIXOJL IEBYIIKY, Y KOTOPOM ObLIIO pOAUMOE MSITHO CTPaH-
HOM (hopmbl Ha mmiee. CKopee BCero, mociie AeBATH Mpeasaymx cMotpuH y Ero Bennvecrtsa (a coor-
BETCTBEHHO M Y €r0 MPHOIMKEHHBIX ) BRIPAOOTAJICS ONPEeAeIeHHBIN BKYCOBOI 1ieH3. Poct — ot u j10,
BEC — OT U JI0.

Kak 51 MbIcIeHHO HM OaxBaJIMJIach, YTO MHE BCE PaBHO, HO CEPIEUYKO BCE Ke EKAJIO U IPOKaIIH
KOJIeHKU. PocTy BO MHe ObUIO HEMHOTO, HO KOPOTBIIIKOM 51 He Oblia. KoMIuiekius Toxe cpemHsis.
Ckopee xymoniasasi, 4eM B Tesie. Hu ponuHOK, HU yponcTB. Pyku, HOry, rojioBa, HeOOMbIIast IPy/b,
0OBIYHOE JINIIO, MUJIEHBKOE B IOHOCTH, CEYaC BHIITIS/ICBINIEE YCTABIIUM, C KPOIIEYHBIMH FOPECTHBIMU
MOPIIIMHKaMU B yroJikax ry0. Bee-taku yxe nBaauars nsatb. CpeJHel AJMHBI BOJIOCH, HE TYCThIE U He
ToHKHe. KopoTko oOpe3anHble HOrTH 6e3 yKpareHnid. Hu ocodoit KpacoTsl, HU 04apOBaHUsI MOJIO-
JOCTH, KaK y Apyrux HeBecT. LlepeMoHuiiMeicTep Ha CeKyHLy 3aJeprKajicst BO3JIe MEeHsI, IPyKeTI0OHO
YJIBIOHYJICS] ¥ TIOIIIEJT JTAJIBIIIE.

«baponecca 3ou ®Ppenepuka Tokamak. Hy, mpuser, 3ou», — BAPYr JAOHECIOCh OTKYAA-TO
cOoky. S B3porHysia 1 HeIOyMEHHO TOBEPHYJIACh, CHAYasIa BJIEBO, MOTOM BrpaBo. CieBa 1iepeMo-
HUIMENCTEp pa3roBapuBall C OYEpPEeJHON NPETeHAECHTKOM, crpaBa crosula MapuaHHa, JEBYILIKa, C
KOTOpO# MBI ciofia puiiuid. OHa, KCTaTH, TOke MPOoIIia BO BTOPOH TYP.

— IIpuBert, — HeMOYMEHHO TIpoU3Heca 1. MapuaHHa paJoCTHO 3ay/IbI0asiach.

— MB&I ke 370pOBajMCh, — 3BOHKO OTBETHJIA OHA, — a... MOXET, Y BaC €CTh TPaIUIIUU TIPUBET-
CTBOBATh 10 /iBa pa3za? Toraa, mpuseT eie pas!
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JleByIiIKa CBETHIIaCh CUACTheM, HACTPOEHHUE ObLJIO CaMOe YTO HU Ha €CTh I0OeIHOE, CIIOBHO ee
yXe BHIOpasiv 1 3aBTpa CBa/1b0A C UMIIEPATOPOM.

«Heyxemu... Hamen?» — eqBa cOBIIIMMBINA IETIOT ¢ O€3rpaHUYHBIM yAWBJIEHHEM B ToHe. [la
YTO X Takoe! YV MeHs rajunonyHanyu ?

Homymats He no3pos. LlepeMoHuiiMenicTep 3aKkOHYMIT IEPBBIH TYp, BCTAJ MOCPEANHE U 00b-
SIBUJI, YTO 3aBTpa B AecsATh YacoB NoyTpy Ero Mmmepatopckoe BenndyecTBo con3BOMUT MOOOIATHCS
C MpeTeHIeHTKaMu JInyHo. [locse 3Toro paspemmsi Ham YITH.

JleBy1ieK ocTanoch MeHblIe TPeTH. S OBICTPEHBKO MoACUMTANIA B yMe. Jlake eciu ¢ KakI01 OH
MIOrOBOPUT JIECSITh MUHYT, TO Ha TPUILATH AEBYIIIEK (2 MPUOIM3UTENBHO CTOIBKO M OCTABAIOCH) EMY
noTpedyeTcst OKOJIO TMATH YacoB. A eI IO To14aca, To OTPATUT Bech IEHb U Beuep. [1i1s1 3aHAToro
YeJIOBEKa CJMILIKOM JI0Jro. MHe Aaxe cTajlo o-4eloBeYecKy kajlb umrneparopa. Henerkoe ato geno
— BBIOMpaTh cede keHy. M Tak ecaTh pa3 3a JIecaTh JieT.

— Tel noizens Ha porynky? — NoMHTEpecoBaiach 1 y MapuaHHbl.

— Koneuno, — nogyiepxaia oHa MeHsl, — HA pa3dy He Oblla B CTOJMIIE, )KUBY jajieko. Beerna
MeyuTasa oceTuTs Jlnmmuio.

— Kak u 1. — Hacrpoenue 4yTh OBBICHIIOCh. MHE 3aJiepKKa TOJIBKO Ha PYKY — OYEHb XOTEIOCh
MOCMOTpPETh ropof. A ot6op? Psmom co MHO# Takue KpacaBuilpl. .. Bot B3sTh X0Th Mapuanny. IOHast
OeJIoKypast CeMHAIATHIIETHSISI IEBYIITKA C HEKHOU KOXKel, ToyObIMU IIa3aMu, SMOYKAMU Ha IIeKax.
Bocropixennas u Munas. Yem He umneparpuna?

Beceno neperosapuBasich, Mbl HaIPaBUJIMCh B CBOM MTOKOM. BCTpeTHThCS JOrOBOPUIIMCH Cpasy
ke rmocie 00e/1a, 320IHO M PacCIpOCUM MapIipyT.

Kamepucrka 3asBuiia, 9to B cTONMIE aOCOTIOTHO OE30MAaCHO, Y HUX MTPUICPKUBAIOTCS CBOOO/I-
HBIX HPaBOB, OJJMHOKHM JIEBYIIIKaM TTO3BOJIEHO XOOUTH IJI€ YTOJHO O3 COMPOBOXICHUS.

— I'maBHOe, He BBIXOIUTE 32 BTOPOM KPYT, — IPOM3HECa CTPaHHYIo (pa3y, — U HUYETO C BaMU
He ciyuntcs. — HemHoro nogymana u jobaBuia: — a M B TPETbeM, AyMalo, TOXe.

MapuanHa okazanach Oosiee 3HaoIIeH, yeM si. MHe ponuTeNu MOYTH HUYEro He PaccKasbl-
BaJIM O CTOJIUIIE, CJIOBHO OHA OblIa 3a4yMJIEHHOM, a BOT Mama MapuaHHbI He OblIa CTOJIb CKPBITHOM.
Okxka3sbiBaeTcsi, ropoji MOJEJIEH Ha KOJIblia, TOYHEE, Ha MOJYKOJIblia, OCHOBA KOTOPBIX UIET OT UMIIe-
paropckoro Aopua. B nepBoM nonykoselie — ABOPLIOBbIE MAapKH, aAMUHUCTPATUBHBIE TIOCTPOMKH,
KOHIONTHU. BO BTOpOM — camble Joporue Mara3uHbl, peCTOpaHbl, My3eH; B TPETheM KUBYT OoraTeii-
II€ aPUCTOKPATHl ¥ TPUOIMKEHHBIE UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH, TaM K€ PACTIONOXEHBI JINIIEH, YHUBEP-
CUTETHI, FTAPHU30HBI TBapeiiieB 1 npoyee. M tak nanee. [locnennuii Kpyr — camasi OKpanHa, OeIHOTa,
MOpT, YepHble peIHKU. OH T1e-To AecAThd. Tyma Mbl TOYHO He cyHeMmcs. PailoHbl ObLIM OTIeseHbI
APYT OT Apyra HEMPUCTYMHBIMU 3200paMu, BOPOTA OXPAHSIIN CTPAKHUKH.

Mo cnoBam MapuaHHBI, B IEpBOM M BO BTOPOM Kpyre HUKOTrJa He ObIBaeT HUKAKUX IPOUCIIIe-
CTBHI, 3[1€Ch TaK ke 0e30IMacHo, Kak BO ABopie. [laxe caM UMIepaTop 4acTeHbKO TyJseT 31ech 0e3
OXpaHbl.

— Heyxenmu e 6ourtcs? HaBepHoe, MHOTHE XOTAT OT HEro M30aBUTHCS, — MPOU3HECHA s, HE
noaymaB. MapraHHa MOpakeHHO KallUIsHY/1a U CXBaTWila MEHS 3a PYyKY.

— Thl ¢ yma couwta! — nporurnesna oHa, ONIsSIbIBasCh M0 CTOpoHaM. — Kak MOXKHO roBOpHUTH
takoe?! Hukto He mocMeeT HaBpeauTh Biaabike. OH eTUHCTBEHHBIN !

— Hy xoHeuHo! — ckprBUIIach UPOHUYHO s1. — He3aMeHnMBbIiA, OeclieHHBIN, YHUKAIbHBIN. Bpen
Bce 310! HezaMeHuMBbIX JI0Jieil HeT.

B Hameli cembe MPHUBBIKJIN Pa3roBaprBaTh 00 UMIIEPATOPCKON ceMbe Oe3 JIMIIHETO MUeTeTa,
TaK CKa3aTb. Mbl TOBOPUM TO, UTO AyMaeM 1 00 UX TUPAHUH, Oe3rpaHIMYHOM BJIACTH, U €Ille O MHOTOM
TaKOM, O YeM HeJib35l YIIOMHUHATh BCiyX. CIMIIKOM 4acTo MPUXOAWIOCH UCTIBITHIBATD MOCIIEACTBUS
MMIIEpaTOPCKOM JIMKTATypbl HA CBOEH ILIKYypeE.

Ho e nocmotpeB B miaza MapuanHe, s BCHOMHMJIA, YTO HE JIOMA, 3[€Ch LApAT Apyrue
MOPSA/IKK U HY’)KHO JiepKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe.
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—IIpoctu, 3a0bL1ach, — OypKHYJIa THXO, — JaBail cerogHs He Oynem oocyxaath rnpasutens. Eme
HAroBOPUMCSI O HEM.

MBbI TPOJOJIKMIIN HETOPOTUIUBBIH MyTh U BCKOPE OMATh MPUHSUIUCH HEMPUHYKJICHHO OOJTaTh,
oOcyxas yBUIeHHbIe KpacoTsl. [lomyaca Ham moTpeOoBasIoch, YTOOBI BBIUTH 32 Mpeesibl TOCTPOEK
JBOPIIA, U eIlie TIoTJaca, 4ToObl 100paThes 10 IMIABHOW 0030pHOM TIOMAAKHU. [I0TOM MbI CHHXPOHHO
axHyJM 1 3aMepiv B BocxuileHnd. OTcioga OTKPIBAJICS OLIEJIOMHUTEbHBIN BH. [IBOpel aeficTBr-
TEJIbHO Mapwil B HeOe. BIUIOTHYI0 K HEMY MPUMBIKAIM HEMPUCTYITHbIE MCTIONMHCKUE cKautbl. Kaza-
JIOCh, OH BBIPACTaeT U3 HUX, SIBJISETCS UX MPOJOKeHueM. [ paHUTHBIE ITIbIObI HABHCAIM HaJl CAaMOM
KpBIIlIeid, OOHUMAsi CTEHbl TMTAHTCKUMH pyKaMu. BOKpyr ckai u Haji KpOBJed NEeHUIUCh OETOCHEX-
Hble 00J1aKa, OHHM W YKYTHIBAJIM IIIWJIM, KYTIOJIa, CO3/1aBasi CaMblil HEBEPOSTHBIN BUJ Ha CBETE.

Jla v cam BOpel MpOU3BOIMII CHOTCIIMOaTeIbHOE BlieuaTienne. OH CIMBAJICS ¢ TOPHOU Ipsi-
IO, MPUYYIJIUBO 00pasys eAMHOE 1ieJioe. MacCHBHBIE CBOIYAThIe KOJIOHHBI BEEPOM COEIMHSLITH JIBO-
pell C TOPHBIMH yTecamMH. B caMoM ABOpIIE CKYJIBITYPbl HEBO3ZMOXHO OBLIIO OXBATUTh B3IJISIOM, HO
ceiyac, OTOM/ISI OT HEro Ha MPUIMYHOE PACCTOSIHUE, OHM MTPECTANIM Tepeji HAMHU BO BCEH Kpace.

1 ObTa MoTpsiceHa ¥ oYapoBaHa. Yike U3-3a OIHOTO TOrO BUAA MOKHO OBUIO TIPUEXaTh B CTO-
nuity. BeiMaTeiBaoIiee myTelecTBre MOMHOCTBIO cedsl OMpaBalio.

— Ioiinem nanvine, — MapruaHHa NOTSIHYJIA 32 PYKY, — £ €1 X04y MOCMOTPETh Ha 3HAMEHUTHIN
onTan aBaaLaTH KOposieBcTB. OH JOMKEH ObITh HEJaIeKo.

Ha camom zene B coctaBe umrnepuu ObUIO IeBATHAIIATH KOPOJIEBCTB, HO JJIs1 TAPMOHUYHOTO
3ByUYaHUsI BRIOPAJIH LIEJI0e YUCIIO.

Sl moguMHMUIIaCh, HO HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI IIIJTa CITUHOM BIIEPE/I, HE Keasl pacCTaBaThCsl C JMBHOM,
JMIIaoei caMoo0naianrst KapTHHOM. $1 HUKOTrIa He BUjiesa rop, y Hac Ha fore mprupo/a IMyCTbIHHA.
Crernu u penkve HU3EHbKUE JIECOUKH, BOT M BeCh nei3ax. Ha Bce Haie KoposeBCTBO Oblia OffHa-
eIMHCTBEHHAsl, He CJIMIIKOM TIOJTHOBOJHAS peKa, KoTopas JoOerana A0 MOps TOHKAM Py4YerKoM,
TaK KaK MHOTOYMCJICHHbIE KaHaJIbl 3a0Mpasiy BCIO BOAY IS Mojiedl. B ropoyikax u mocenkax KuTesu
TIOJIb30BAJIMCh BOJOW M3 KOJIOALIEB. B HalieM momecTbe KOJOAIEB ObLIO MMsATh, HO BCE PAaBHO BOJbI
KatacTpopuuecku He xBartajo. bepernu Kaxayio Karumo. Mbl gaxe MbUIMCh U CTUPAIU OfIEKAY B
OJIHOM U3 OPOCUTEJbHBIX KaHAJIOB. Bojia M3 KOJIOAIeB MCMOIb30BAIIACh TOJIBKO JIJIS TUThSI X TOTOBKH.
3pech, Ha ceBepe, BOy He SKOHOMUJIM. §1 ¢ BOCXMITIIEHHEM U TIOTPSICEHUEM paccMaTprBajia (pOHTAHBbI,
MCKYCCTBEHHBIE BOJIOTIAIbl, HEOOIBININE JEKOPATUBHbIC TIPY/IbI, KOTOPbIE HAM BCTPEUYATHCh HA KAKIOM
Iiary.

3a mapy 4acoB Mbl C/IeaM OO30PHYIO0 SKCKYPCHIO TI0 TIEPBOMY M BTOPOMY TOIYKPYTY, He
3a7iepkuBasich Oonee HUrAe. Permim, uro ele ycreem 3arissHyTh B apXUTEKTYPHBI U My3ed HCTO-
puyeckoro Hacnenusi. Xotss MapranHe My3er ObLTH He CIIMIIIKOM MHTEPECHBI, ropaszio Oosee ee mpu-
BJIEKAJIU IIMKAPHBIE HAPSIJIbl, BHICTABJICHHBIE B BATPUHAX Mara3uHOB.

— Haxe He Beputcsi! 3aBTpa Mbl YBUIUM CaMOTrO UMIiepaTopa! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia AEBYIIIKa, pa3
B COTBIIA, HABEPHOE, 3a MOCJIeTHUI Yac. S TONBKO ycTano B3AOXHY/1a. Ee HauBHbBIE TIpe/ICTaBIeHUS O
MPEKPACHOM U BEJIMKOLYIIIHOM MUMIIepaTope paszapaxaitu. st MeHsi oH ObUT 4TO-TO BPOJE COJHIIA —
BBICOKO, HEIOCTMKMMO, HETIOHSITHO U OYEHb OIACHO.

Mory1ecTBeHHbIN IOCJAEJHUAN OTIPHICK BEJIMKOTO pofa ObUT (MCXO/IsI U3 CTaTel B ra3erax) Kpa-
CHB, YMeH, Inenp u OmaroponeH. Kiaiesp BCEBO3MOXKHBIX TOCTOMHCTB M MJealbHbIX KauecTB. OH
aepxai (B CBOEM-TO MOJIOZIOM BO3pacTe) BCIO MMIIEPUIO B KyJIake, MPaBUI MYIPO U CIIPABEIUBO.
JleBsTHAAATh KOPOJIEBCTB UMIIEPUM YBaXau (CUUTai, OOsHCh) ero Baactb. OH Tpyauics Ha OJ1aro
Hapoya IBaJIaTh YacoB B CYTKH, 3a0bIBast PO COH U eJ1y.

«HaBepHoe, IMEHHO TTOTOMY eMy 1 HEBECTY HEKOT/1a BHIOpaTh», — MOIyMaia sl CKeITHYECKH.

He To 4ToOHI 51 HE Bepwmiia )KypHaIUCTaM. B cBOei KU3HM 51 HE BUJIeNIa HU OJHOTO YeslOBeKa,
B KOM cOoOpaMch Obl BMECTE BCE BBIIIECTIEPEUMCIIEHHbIE T0CTOMHCTBA. HO Beb M MMIIEpaTOpOB MHE
HE JOBOAWJIOCH BHUIETh. Harmpsiraau auiib HECKOTBKO MOMEHTOB — MOHOIIOJIHSI HA OTHECTPEIbHOE
OpykHe, OrPOMHOE KOJIMUYECTBO MMIIEPCKUX CTPAKHUKOB (Jlake B HAIIEM 3aXOJyCThe, a B CTOJIUIIE
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OHM ¥ BOBCE ObLIM Ha KAXAOM IIary), IeH3ypa, HelmoMepHble HAJIOTH ... MHOTO 4ero pyroro. [a,
HACYET «HECKOJIbKO» 3TO S IOTrOPYKIIACh.

Harpumep, Moii oterr Biajies1 OO PHBIME TaXOTHBIMU 3eMJISIMH, COJISTHBIMHM IIAXTAMH M Mpa-
MOpPHBIMH pyIHUKaMU. CO CTOPOHBI JOJKHO Ka3aThCsl, YTO MOSI CEMbsI Upe3MepHO OoraTta. AH HeT.
JIbBUHAs 0J1s1 TPUOBLIH YIUTBIBAJIA HAILIEMY KOPOJTIO, @ OT HEro 1UIa B UMIIEPCKYIo cronuity. U Tak xe
o0cTosiM Jienia y BceX. Byb Thl ABOPSHUHOM, KYIIIOM WJIM MEJIKUM JIABOYHUKOM. [[Be TpeTH 3010Ta
MbI oTnaeM. Kyna neaetcst cronbko noopa? Y mouemy Bce MPOBUHIIMK UCIIPABHO TUIATSAT, HE BO3MY-
1masich? TH BOMPOCH 51 CTaJla 3a]JaBaTh OTILY, JIMIIb TOJILKO HEMHOTO BHIPOC/IA M OCO3HAJIA JEWCTBU-
TeJbHOCTS. [lama ckazas, 4To uMIiepaTop 3alminaeT Hac OT KatacTpodsl. OT HaIIeCTBUsI MOHCTPOB,
KOTOpbIE OIMYCTOIIMJIM HAIll MUP HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIET Ha3a]] BO BPeMsl KPOBOITPOJIMTHOM BOMHBI.

OkxkazpIBaeTcsi, BCs UMIEPHs], OT CEBEPHBIX IO 0 I0KHOTO OKeaHa, OOUTCS KAKMX-TO CTPAIITHBIX
CYILIECTB, KOTOPBIE KUBYT Ha APYTOM CTOPOHE KOHTUHEHTA. TpH COTHM JIeT Ha3a 1 TU MOHCTPBI HAIILTA
MPOXOJ] B HAIIl MUP ¥ Pa3Bs3aid KPOBOMPOIUTHYIO BOWHY. OHU ObLIIM 3JIBIMH, OUEHb KECTOKUMH U
Heys3BUMbIMHU. Ha KapTWHKaX B MCTOPUYECKUX KHHUIaX 3aBOEBATENM BBHINJIAETH MOJOOHO MayKaM.
I'pomazHsbie, cropOieHHbIe, epeIBUralorecs: Ha YeTBEpeHbKax, OfIeThie B CTpaHHbIe gocnexu. KyT-
koe 3penmie. Korza s BriepBble yBreIa UX B yUeOHUKe, Tapy HOYEH MOAPS HE MOIJIa YCHYTb.

Tak BoT. lepBblii AMean KaKuM-TO HEBEPOSATHBIM CIIOCOOOM MOOEINT MOHCTPOB, 3arHaJl UX
Ha APYTyI0 CTOPOHY KOHTMHEHTA U 3amevarai npoxo. Bo BpeMst OUTB OH ObLT IPOCTHIM T€HEPATIOM.
Ho 6maronapHslii Hapos, 00beAMHUBIIHIACS TIOCIIE pa3pyIIUTETbHON BOWHBI, U30pajl ero CBOMM Iep-
BbIM UMIIEPaTOPOM.

ITO Ta UCTOPHS1, KOTOPYIO MBI BCE UMM B IeTcTBe. KOTOpyIo BOCIIEBAOT B TIECHSIX M paccKa-
3pIBAIOT B Oayutagax. Kotopyio mepesaioT U3 ycT B ycTa, U3 MOKOJCHUS B TIOKOJICHHE.

Ho u 310 He Bce. Tonbko noromok AMenana CMOXET CIEPAKATh HOBOE HAIIECTBUE OpAbl. JInib
OH, €MHCTBEHHBIN U3 BCEX XKUBYIIMX JIOAEH, 001aaeT KAKMMHU-TO HEOOBIYHBIMU CBOWCTBaMH (B
KHWKKAaX s TaK U HE HAlUIa, KAKUMHA KMEHHO), KOTOPBIX 00sTCsE MOHCTpHL. [T09TOMY BCe BXOISIIHE B
MMIIEPUIO KOPOJIEBCTBA OE3POIOTHO MO3BOJISIIOT ITPABUTD STOM CeMeKe, OTAIOT B CTOJHILY OOJBIITYIO
YacThb JIOXOJOB U JIa)Ke HE MOMBIILISIOT O PEBOMIOLHSIX.

U tak cotHu et noapsan. Xopouo yCTPOWIUCh AMEAAIIbI.

— OH coBcem monopoit! Beero Tpuanars! M Takoit kpacasell! — onsiTh BOCKJIMKHY/IA MapraHHa.
S ouHynack OT pazaymuil.

— 3Halo, — Mpou3Heca, yIbIOHYBIIHMCh. Hayrypatus, COCTOsIBIIASCS AECSTh JIET Ha3al, Mpo-
1112 ¢ OONBIIUM pa3MaxoM. BOJTHBI TOKaTHIIHCh 1ake JI0 HAIIero 3aX0ycThs. [lopTpeTsl HOBOSIBIIEH-
HOTO MMIIepaTopa YKpaIaid Kax/plid cToN0 Ha TUIOMAAM, KKy CTeHy Mara3uHOB WM aJMUHU-
CTpaTuBHBIX 37aHuil. ['azeTsl pacxBamBaau Ero Mmneparopckoe BennuectBo Ha Bee jaasl. AapuaH
YeTblpHAALIATHIN, UMIIEPATOP (JaJiee IITM NePeYrCIeHNs] CTPaH M HApOJIOB MOYTH HA MOJICTPAHUIIbI,
o01as TeppuUTOpHsi 3aHUMAJIa BECh OOMTaeMbIil KOHTUHEHT ), €IMHCTBEHHBII ChIH M HACJICAHUK, HAIlla
Hajexaa u ornopa. § 3Hasa, YTO MPEAbIAYIINI UMIePaTop CKOHYAJICS MATHAALATH JieT Hazand. o
COBEpIIEHHOIETHs] AJpHaHa UMIIEpUel MpaBiiia ero MaTh, KOTOpasi Mocjie NHAYTYpalluy ylaIniach
B JaJIbHEE UMEHHE.

— A TbI ICIICTBUTEIILHO XOUElllb CTaTh UMIIEpaTPUIIeii? — TOMHTEpecoBaIach s1 y MapuaHHBbI.

— KoneuHo! — ¢ abcomoTHOI yBepeHHOCTHIO 3asBWIIa Ta. — TONIbKO MpecTaBb — CTaTh CaMOM
BIIMATEIFHON U OOraToi KeHIIUMHOW UMIIEPUH, KUTh B 3TOM MPEKPACHOM JIBOPIIE C UMIIEPATOPOM.
Tbl pa3Be He xouelb?

— He oco60, — noxaia ruiedamu. BeiHyK/IeHHas1 MOe3[Ka B CTONMILY OblIa JIsl MEHs CKopee
OecrulaTHOM SKCKYpCHel, YeM HaJie:)K ol Ha Opak. Bo MHe He ObUI0 HUUYero uHTepecHoro. Cmyrias,
TEMHOBOJIOCasl, C KAPHMU IJIa3aMU U Y3KUM MOAOOPOAKOM, 51 OblJIa TUIMMYHOW TMPeICTaBUTEIbHULIEH
JKEHIIMH I0)KHBIX TPOBUHIMIA. Hy, MOXeT ObITh, MOIJIa TTOXBACTATHCS 3APABOMBICIIMEM, XJIAJHOKPO-
BHEM U XOpoIIel namsAThio. Mo poj He CIIMIIIKOM 3HATEeH M He cuinkoM oorart. Jla, oOpazoBaHue y
MeHsI ObLIO HEIUIOXO0€, M TO TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO 5 YBJIEKAIaCh HCTOPUEN U MHOTO YMTaja C JeTCTBA.
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B azaprHBIE Urphl (KOTOPBIE MHOTJA Mbl YCTPAUBAJIM C CECTPAMU) MHE KaTacTpo(pruecku He Be3JO.
Borock, u ceituac He noBeseT. [lo Hac ObUI0 MHOXKECTBO OTOOPOB, U €CJIM UMIIEpaTop He Halllesl HeBe-
CTy Cpe/iv TIEpBbIX KPaCaBUIl UMIIEPUH, TO BEPOSTHOCTb HAUTH CPEAM HAC CTpEeMUTCA K Hyso. 1 He
cTaJsia JeJIMThCSl CBOMMHM MOIO3peHUsIMUA ¢ MapuaHHOM, ellle pacCTPOUTCS.

— Hy u 3pa! 4 kpynHo noccopuiach co crapiieil cecTpoy, KoTopast TOe XoTesa oexarb, —
MPOJOJIKUIIA Pa3rOBOP JIEBYIIIKA, — BOT OHA YAMBUTCS, KOT/IA 51 BRIMTPAI0 KOHKYPC.

— Jla THI ONTHIMKCTKA, — YJIBIOHYJIACH sI, — & CKOJIBKO Y Tebs cectep?

— OpnHa, — otBeTrIa MapuaHHa, — 1 iBa Oparta.

— TloBesno, — B3noxHYya si. MHe o4yeHb XoTesnoch uMeTh Opata. CecTpsl He pa3iessid Moe
yBJIeUeHHE apXeoJIoTHel, a ¢ 6paToM Mbl Obl XOMJIM BMECTE B MpPAaMOPHBII Kapbep Ha packonku. Kak
c... Her! He xouy BcrioMuHats!

VYcraBiue, Mbl BOXkau 3a BOpOTa EPBOro Kpyra, Koraa CoHile o4ty ceno. Ha ceBepe Tem-
HEJIO PaHo, MbI CHENIMIA Kak MorH. Jla ¥ 3aMep3/iu MpHIIMYHO. XOTh ceifvac u JIeTO, B CTONUIIE, Y
CaMBIX TOp, TEMIIepaTypa Jaxe JHEM PeIKO MOJAHMUMAIACh BBIIIIE BOCEMHAIIATH T'PayCOB.

— Jlo 3aBTpa! — MapuaHHa MaxHyJia MHE PyKOU ¥ 1mo0Oexasa Ha TpeTui 3Tax. f ’Kuia Ha BTO-
pOM, B amapraMeHTax HOMep OOMHHaIIaTh. KamepucTka yTpoM moBeasia, yTo HoMepa K JABEpsM
MIPUKOJIOTHIIM CTIEIMAJIBHO J1JIs1 HeBeCT. B ocTanbHOe BpeMsi KOMHATHI IPOHYMEPOBaHbI He ObLITH.

B cnanbHe Ha CTONMKE CTOSUI HE CIMUIKOM amlETUTHBIA OCTHIBUIMHA YXWH, TOPHUYHON HE
HaOmonanock. la 1 U He Haaesyach, 4To OHa MeHs jaoxaercs. CamMa CHUMY IUJIaTbhe U pacIuieTy
BoJIochl. Pyku He oTBasnsitcs. K HeBectaM 37ech OTHOCMIIMCH Kak K HEM30ekKHOMY 371y. MUHUMYM
yBaXeHUs U OOCTYyXUBaHUs. 3a AECATH JieT (M0 3aKOHY MMIIEpATopy CJEHOBAJIO KEHUTHCS Cpasy
T10cJie MHAYTYpalliy, 3HAYUT, OH HavyaJl UCKaTh HEBECTY JIABHO), HABEPHOE, Mbl HAJIOENU CIIYTaMm JI0
yepTrKoB. Ho MHe 3T0 ToJbko Ha pyKy. He mo0:mo cMIiKkoM Ha30MIMBOrO BHUMAHUSI U CYETHI.
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I'nmaBa 3

VYTpom KamepHcTKa MPUTOTOBWIIA JIETAHTHOE IIEPCTSAHOE IIaThe. YOpasa HaBepX BOJIOCH U
naxe OpbI3Hyaa Tyxamu. Hy, KoHeuHo, ceropHs BcTpeya ¢ camuM umrneparopom! HyxHo ObITh Ha
BeicoTe. Korzia s BhllIUIa B KOPUAOP, TO YBUJIENA, YTO Ha BbICOTE ObLIM Bee AeBYIIKU. OpiHa Ipyroi
kpante. Ecim 1 B 3TOT pa3 mMriepatop He BbIOepeT cebe HeBeCTy, sl pealbHO 3aCOMHEBAIOCh B €T0
Oraropazymuu.

Hac BbicTpOMIM B KOpuaope IepeHraMu 1o ABOE U MOBEJIW Ha ayaueHuuo. Ha ator pas Mel
IJIX HE 110 ABOPY, a IO 3allyTaHHBIM JABOPLOBBIM JabupuHTam. Ha KaxIoM 1oBopoTe B 3ajax U 'y
ABepel CTOSUTN CTPaKHUKU. []a ¥ Hac COMPOBOXKAANIO HE MEHEe JIECSTH, CJIOBHO Mbl OBUTH HE HEBECTHI,
a 3acyiaHHble youiiisl. LlepeMonuiiMeiicTep 0ObsIBIII, YTO Pa3roBOp C UMIIEPaTOpPOM OyAeT IMPOUCXO-
AWTH B MAJION OMOIMOTEKe, KyJa HAC U BEJIH.

Ham paxe paspemiu npucects. [l Takoro ciry4yasi IoCTaBUJIM B KOPUIOPE, BAOJb CTEH, CTY-
Jbs1. Bee 3T0 HanoMuHaIO KakoW-TO CTPaHHbIA HeJlenbii ¢papc. M1 cMeXOTBOPHBIi, M JpaMaTUYECKHiA
OZIHOBPEMEHHO.

— 3aBTpa y Bac BBIXOJIHOM, — KOT/Ia BCE pacCesIiCh, IepeMOHUAMENCTep czienal Bceooiee 00b-
SIBJIEHUE, — CMOKETE 3aHATHCA YeM yrogHo. [l kKenaonmx COCTOUTCA IKCKypcus 1o ropoay. Bam
MOKAyT 3HAMEHUTBIE 3[aHNUS CTOIMLIBI, PACCKAXYT UCTOPHUIO CTPOUTENBCTBA. BBl CMOXETE MOCETUTD
My3eH, MarasuHbl. Bee, 4To BhIOEpeTe, — OH I0OaBHJI C Y/IBIOKOW, — B Pa3yMHBIX IIpefenax, Oyaer
OIUTAYEHO U3 Ka3HBI. A MOCIIe3aBTpa COCTOMTCS Oall B YeCTh HeBeCT. — [IeBYIIIKY 3aMETHO OKMBHITHCH
1 3amymykanicek. — Ero Mmneparopckoe BenryecTBo noTaHIyeT ¢ Kak 101 PETEHAEHTKOM.

Ha 310l TOpKECTBEHHON HOTE BEPHBIM CJIyTa BJIACTUTEI MOAOLLIEI K IEPBOU IEBYILKE U MOBEJ
ee B OnOmoTteky. BoibiBanmu 1o andasuty. MHE He MOBE3/I0 — MOe UMsI ObLIO ONMKE K KOHILY,
MIO3TOMY 32 TPH Yaca TepIeIMBOrO OKUIAHUS 51 yCIesia IOMasiThesl OT Oe3erbs, modonrars ¢ Mapu-
aHHOW, PaCCMOTPETh KapTUHbI Ha CTEHAX, IEPECUNTATh LIEJIU B NAPKETE, TPEIUMHKYU HA MOTOJIKE U
Ja’e HEMHOTO IIOIPEMATh.

— baponecca 3ou ®peneprka Tokamak, — BOAPYr 0ObsABII IEpEMOHUIIMENCTEp, 51 NIeperyraHHoO
MOZICKOYMJIA U NTOKAYHYJIaCh: HOTH 3aTEKJIM, — IIPOLILY CJI€J0BaTh 32 MHOM.

M1 Bonn B 6ubmoteky. He 3Hato, yero s oxunaina ot Berpeuu ¢ Ero Mmneparopckim Benu-
4yecTBOM. B romoe Obu10 mycTo. 3aTo cepiie KOJOTUIOCh, Kak HeHOpMaibHOe. Hukorma B cBoei
KHM3HU 51 HE MOIJIa JaKe MPENIONOKUTD, YTO YBUKY Ero — BEJIMKOro u yxkacHoro uMreparopa. Tem
OoJee BOT Tak, OyAHIYHO.

EnuHOMMYHBIN BIaCTUTEh 0OMTAEMOr0 MHpa CIIOKOMHO ¥ MUPHO CHJIET B Kpeciie Y OKHa, Tepe-
nMCThIBast Kakue-T1o Oymaru. [To3xe st moramanach, 4To TO I0Che Ha Kaxaylo u3 jaeBymiek. Ceityac
OH YMTaJI MOE.

Cnyxu He coBpasu. MiMnepaTtop JeCTBUTEIBLHO OblI OUYeHb KpacuB. TeMHOBOJIOCHIN IIMPOKO-
IUIEYUI MOJIOZOW MYyKUMHA JIET IBAJLATH IIATH — IBAJLATH CEMU. «A OH BBHIIVIAIUT TOPa3/10 MOJIOXKE
TPUALATH», — IOAyMaJa sl paccessHHO. POBHBIN OpJIMHBINA HOC, MOXKaTyil, OblJT HEMHOIO JUIMHHOBAT.
3aro BBICOKHUI JI00, TEMHbIE MPSIMble OPOBH M T'YCTHIE PECHUILIBI JJEJIaJIM €r0 IPOCTO HEOTPA3HMBIM, a
SIMOUKa Ha og00pO/IKe M BOBCE OYapoBbIBaJIa. MIMIiepaTop NMoaHsI1 royoBy.

— IloGpoe yTpo, GapoHecca. — MyKurHa yIBIOHYIICS OTHUME ryoaMu. BeipasutesbHble Kapre
I71a3a OCTABAIUCh CEPbE3HBIMU. BeTas, KOPOTKO MOKJIOHUIICA U ONATH cefl. S 3a4apoBaHHO YJIbIOHY-
JIach B OTBET, [IOHMMasl, YTO OH CHELMAJIbHO 1aBal MHE BpeMs ce0st paccMoTpeTsb. — [IprcaxuBaitech.

S 0cTOpPOXKHO ITpHCesIa Ha KpaeleK CTOAIIErO HAIPOTUB HETO Kpecila U OCMOTPEJIACh.

Kowmmara 6bu1a crpanHoii. Bo-miepBbIX, qBOpIIOBas Majass OuOIMoTeKa Oblia B HECKOJIBKO pas
OoJbl1Ie OaJIBHOTO 3aJ1a B POIUTEIBLCKOM NoMecThe. BO-BTOPBIX, paccTaB/ieHHbIE B INTyOMHE IIKa(bI €
KHUTaMM yTONAJIM BO TbMe. ThMa Tak ke mpATajach 1o yrjiaM U IIHMPOKOMY OaJIKOHY BO BCIO CTEHY.
OTKpBITO OBIJIO BCEr0 OJHO OKHO, Y KOTOPOTO MBI CHJIEJIH, APYrie ObLIM IUIOTHO 3amTopeHsl. Moe
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KPECJIO CTOSJIO OOKOM, U SIpKOE COJHIIE OMJIO MPsIMO B I71a3a. VimmepaTtop cuien HEMHOTO JaJiblie,
CIIMHOM K OCTaJIbHOI KOMHATe.

— Bam nonpasunack cronuia? — § nepepesia B3risii Ha umrieparopa. Kakoit koHgy3 — OH Hadas
pasroBop, a 51 6eCrepeMOHHO paccMaTpUBal0 KOMHATY BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MOYTUTEILHO CMOTPETh
Ha BJIaIbIKy ¥ BHUMATh C O1aroroBeHueM.

— Ha, Bame Mmnepatopckoe BennuecTBo, — OTBETWIIA BEAKIMBO, MBICJIEHHO OTMEUasi, 4TO EMY
JOJIOAKWUIIM O MOEM BUEpaIlIHEN BblJIa3Ke, — CTOJIMILIA — [IPEKPACHBIN BEJIMUYECTBEHHbIN ropoa. CyacTbe
KUTH 31€Ch U KQXKABIA IeHb BUJETh 9Ty KPACOTY.

VimniepaTop MpOHMYHO XMBIKHYJI U OMSTh YIIIyOUsIcs B Jocbke. OH MOYTH HE CMOTPEIT Ha MEeHS.
Haxe crpaHHo. Y MeHsI CJIOKWIOCH OUIYIIEHHE, YTO €ero He MHTEPEeCOBAJIM HU MOW BHEIIIHUI BUJI, HU
durypa, HA Kakue-To Ipyrue KayecrBa. KOHEUHO, THICSYM JEBYIIEK MPOILIM MUMO HEro 3a Bpems
notbopa HeecT. [IpumenbKamich.

«[IpuBet, 30M» — THUXMI1, UyTh CIBIIIHBIA Tojoc. Ckopee MyXKCKOM, 4eM KeHCKuil. 1 B3apor-
HyJIa ¥ Hanpsirack. OnsTh 3TOT rosoc B rosoe. Vickoca risiHyaa Ha umneparopa — Tot uutai. [lepe-
BeJIa B3IJIsA] BIJTyOb KOMHATHI.

«Jlo cux mop He Beplo, YTO Thl MEHSI CIBIIIUIIL, 30U. DTO Tak? CIBIIUIIb ?>»

Crpinty, cnbiry. He Oyay e s 00 9TOM KpudaTh Ha BCIO KOMHATY. TOIBKO BOT OYEMY MIMITe-
parop He cabimmT? V310 oyepenHast mpoepka? Uto BOoOIIE MPOUCXOAUT?

— [Touemy He npuexanu Bamm miaaime cECTpol? — S uyTh He MOATIPHITHYIA B Kpeciie. ['onoc
MMIIepaTopa, pa3iaBIIUICs PSAIOM, TPO3BYYa HEOKUAAHHO I'POMKO.

A kanuisinyna.

— Bame mneparopckoe BenmuectBo, — Kak Obl MOU3AIIHEE BHIKPYTUTHCS. XOTS... Y€ro s
nepexuBaio? B 1ocke yxke Bce HalMCaHO, 3HAUUT, HY’KHO TOBOPUTH TpaBay. — OJHa U3 MOMX MJIaj-
IIAX CECTEP yXke 3aMyKeM, Apyrasi IoMoJBJieHa. Bbl ke nmoHnMaete, repBast IeBUUbs JTIOOOBb Kperde
rpaduTa. Buto ObI CIUITIKOM OeccepiedHO pas3lydarh BIOOICHHbIX.

VYTomnok pra ummeparopa moroi3 BBepX.

— HecomneHHO, — OTBETUJT OH, — 3TO KpaiiHe KECTOKO.

— INoaToMy 1151 MCTIOJTHEHMSI Balllel BOJHU, — MPOJOIDKANA s KaK HU B 4eM He ObIBajio, — MOJI-
XOZSINEH 1Mo BO3pacTy OCTaBajlach JHIIb 5. — M moGaBuia HenmprHYyXIeHHO: — [IBaauaTh msiTh MHE
WCTIOJIHSIETCS Yepes3 nosiropa Mecsiia. Briepenu yitma Bpemenu. CMOTpsl Ha TO, C KAKOM CKOPOCTBIO
MIPOXOIUT OTOOP HEBECT M KaK OBICTPO BBl M30ABIISIETECH OT JIEBYIIEK, 51 AyMal0, YTO YCIIEI0 BEPHYThCS
JIOMOW e11ie 10 JHSI CBOETO POXKICHMUS.

Czaau oHeccsl CIaBJIeHHBIN Kaillesib liepeMoHuiimMeiictepa. BriepBble 3a Bce BpeMsi Halllero
pa3roBopa UMIepaTop BHUMATEILHO YCTABUJICS MHE B IJ1a3a.

— Bel paccuntbiBaeTe BepHYThCSI? — OH CKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY HAOOK. — A Kak ke MeuTa KaXIou
JEBYILIKHU CTaTh UMIepaTpuLeii?

Sl Ha cekyHAy 3agymainach, Honovpas ClioBa.

— OTBeuy BOIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC, XOTb 3TO U HEBEKJIMBO, — TPOU3HECIIA OCTOPOKHO, — HEYKEIN
Baie Mimneparopckoe BennuectBo gymaer, 4to Bee IEBYIIKM HA CBETE MEUTAIOT OIMHAKOBO?

I'maza umneparopa Ha CeKyH/y BCIBIXHYJIM, HO HE ycrena s MOPTHYTh, KaK BJIACTUTENb YKe
OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY M YTKHYJICS B JIOChE.

— Her, He mymaio, — OypKHYJI OH paBHOAYIITHO, HE OTPBIBASICh OT 3aHATHOTO YTHBA MOel OHOo-
rpadun. S moxana rnjaeyaMmu u nepesesia B3[JIsA B OKHO. Bopyr MHe 1okasasnock, YTo Ha MeHsI KTO-TO
cmoTput. [IprctanbHO, orieHurBaroIie. B3risg Hanpsiran u myral, s Jaxke HeIPOU3BOJIBHO MOEKIIIACh.
Eme pa3 TmiarensHO ocMoTpena KOMHary. B TemHoTe 3a mikadamu To4HO KTO-TO ObUL. CTpaHHO.
Ecnu TaM HaxoaMIMCh CTPaKHUKH, OMacasich 3a 0e30MacHOCTh UMIIEpaTopa, TO MoYeMy IPSATAIHCH?
Benp ux rpo3HbIil BUj ckopee Obl OTOMIT BCSKYIO OXOTY HABPEIUTD MPABUTEITIO.

«A TbI 320aBHas. ..» OMNATH 3TOT CTPAHHBIN HIETOT.
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Kak-To ofHax/Il HA MECTHOM SipMapKe Mbl C CeCTpaMU BCTpeTHiu cymaciiesiero. OH pas-
rOBapuBaJl caM C COOOM, BRIKPUKUBAJI TO, YTO TOJIOC B TOJIOBE MPUKA3bIBAET €My CHeJaTh, PhlYasl U
Katajics 1o 3emuie. Bckope ero 3a0panu crpaxHuku. Heykenu 1 MeHs 5KJIeT 10M cKopou?

—IToueMy BbI He 3aMyXeM B TAKOM. .. — HA4aJl TOBOPUTb UMIIEPATOP U 3AITHYJICS, & 51 MBICICHHO
MIPOJOJIKIIIA HE TPOM3HECEHHYIO (hpasy «IPEKJIOHHOM BO3pacTe». — Bbl ObLIH JBaK/Ibl TOMOJIBJICHBI.

— He cnoxwuiock, — oTBeTHIIa KOPOTKO U POBHO.

Sl He moOWIIa BCIIOMUHATH O CBOMX HEYIABIIMXCS TOMOJIBKaX. [IepByio 51 3aKJi0umia B CEMHa-
AIaTh JIET C IPYroM AeTCTBA MO OOJIBbIIOoN ToOBU. PoOepT ObUT MOMM POBECHUKOM, CBIHOM OOTaToro
3eMJICBJIaJIeITblIa, HAILIETO coce/ia. Mbl ObUTH 3HAKOMBI C ISTCTBA, BMECTE YUUIIUCh JIPYKHUTh, JTIOOUTb,
MeuTaTh. BMecTe TaHIIeBaM MepBblid TaHEI| Ha TOPOICKOM Oaily B IIECTHA/IATH JIeT, Halll MOIeTyl
ObUI IEPBBIM U Y MEHSI, M Y HETO, BMECTE YUMJIM UMIIEPCKHIA SI3bIK M PACKAITBIBAI KOCTH B OTIIOBCKHX
Kapbepax. Hara mo00Bb pociia ocTeneHHo, Kak SI0IOHsI, KOTOPYIO Mbl OCAJWJIH OIISITh e BMeCTe
B JIBEHA/ILIATh JIET, YIIYONIsisiCh KOPHSMH B 3€MJTIO, PACIIUPSISICh BETBIMU B CTOPOHBI, BHITATUBASICh
BBEPX, K COJHILY.

OH nozapw1 MHE Ha TIOMOJIBKY JOPOTYIIMI HAOOp MHCTPYMEHTOB JIJIsl apXe0Jiora, 3aKa3aB ero
U3 CaMOU CTONUIIBL. DTO ObUT CAMBIH JIyUIIMI TOJAPOK 32 BCIO MOIO KU3Hb. U MycTh y ero otua He
ObLIO TUTYJIA, POAUTENN OBUTH PaJIbl HAC MTOKEHUTH. POOEPT ObLT KpacHBBIM, 00AATETHHBIM U 00pa30-
BaHHBIM IOHOIIIeH. [IpeKpacHbIM HA€3JHUKOM, TOCTOSTHHBIM ITAPTHEPOM MOMX apXEOJOrMYECKHX pac-
KOIIOK. Y Hac ObUTH OMIHAKOBBIE B3IJIsA/Ibl, YBJICUCHU S, )KeJIaHUsl U ycTpeMileHus. 51 6e3yMHO Jiroouia
€ro CO BCEM ITbIJIOM TEePBOH JIEBUYbEH JTIOOBH.

['on oMOJIBKM TpoJieTeN He3aMeTHO. Mbl MO3BOJISUIM ceOe JIMIIb HEBUHHbIC TIOIIETYH 3aK Phl-
THIMU T'yOaMH ¥ TIPOTYJIKM B Cajly HaequHe. 3a HeIemo O CBaabObl Mbl ¢ PobepToM 0OHapy kUM B
Kapbepe OCTAHKHU KaKOrO-TO JAPEBHETO CyIliecTBa. PajioCcTHBIN a3apT MojiorpeBa kellaHue Kak MOKHO
CKOpee HauaTh PAaCcKOITKHM, HO Ha HOCY ObLjla CBa1b0a, U MbI JIOTOBOPHJIHMCh MO0KAATh. 32 JIBa THS /10
TOpXecTBa paOOTHUKM paHO yTpoM Hanutk PoGepra co ciomMaHHOM 1ieeil Ha JHe Kapbepa. Buaumo,
OH XOTeJI ClieJlaTh MHE TMOJIAPOK M BBIKOMATh Yepell, YacTh KOTOPOrO BHUIHEIACh HABEpXy KaMEHO-
JIOMHH, HO HE yIIepKaJICsl U CBAJIAJICS BHU3.

Jaxe ceituac, ocie ceMHu JieT, MPOIIEAIINIX C TOTO ClIydasi, MOe CepIIe CKUMaeTcs oT 0oy,
KaK TOJIbKO BCIOMUHAIO €ro TOpsiliye MPeJBKYIIEHIEM IJ1a3a U CJIOBa O TOM, UTO CBa/IcOHBIN MOAAPOK
s1 3aIIOMHIO HAJI0JTO. YBbI, OH OKa3aJICs MpaB.

S ObuTa pa3maBieHa ero cMepThio. B cTpaHHOM OIleTieHeHUM TPOXOIWIA JHU U MecsIbl. 5
3aCThUIa B CBOEM OECKOHEUHOM Trope, HUKOTO He XOTesla HA BUIETb, HU CIIbIIATh. BHYTpU KpPOBOTO-
YKJIa paHa, U TOJIBKO KOTJIa B MOEM Telle He OCTaIOCh HU KaIluld KPOBH, OHA HavaJsia 3aTsrMBaThCs.
Mama pacckasbiBajia, 4To MOYTH TOJl HE MOIJIa IO MeHs JOoCTydaThes. PoOept 3abpai ¢ coOoit B
MOTUJTY MO€ Cep/lie, JyIly ¥ CIOCOOHOCT JIIoOUTh. [IoToMy 4TO 32 CeMb MOCIEAyIONIHX JIET HUYEro
Jaxe OTIAJICHHO MOXOKEro Ha CUMIIATHIO S HE UCTIBITHIBAJIA HU K OTHOMY MYKUHMHE.

PonTeu He OCTaBUII TOMBITOK YCTPOUTH MOIO Cyb0Y. U ciietytomum npeTeHaeHTOM Ha pyKy
crapiieii noyepu 6apoHa Tokamak cran mosonou rpad Kays. Yepes Tpu roma mocie cmeptu Podepra
s BIICPBbIC BHIIIUIA B CBET. M Ha ouepeqHOM Oajty 3aMeThIia MOJIOZOrO YesIOBeKa YAMBHUTEIbHO Kpa-
CHBOM HapyKHOCTH. BIIOHIMHBI ObUITM PEIKOCTBIO B HAIIIEM I0)KHOM KpPao. A TOT MPOCTO KAPTHHKA —
BBICOKHIA, CBETJIOBOJIOCHIH, TOTyOOTIa3biii, 00asTeIbHBIN, Becelblii. A erie 6oraTeiii, 00pa30BaHHbIMH,
71a ¥ TIeJIOBAJICS HeT1oxo. YyBCTBOBAJICS OIBIT. DTUM Mbl B OCHOBHOM U 3aHUMAJIUCh HA HEMHOTO-
YHCJICHHBIX CBUJIAHUSIX. 1 OTKpbLIA [UIst ceOsl MHYIO YBJIEKATeIbHYI0 CTOPOHY OOILICHUSI.

I'pac ObUT BOOBIIOM M TPECTABIISLT COOOM JOBOJIBHO BHITOAHYIO mapTuio. S He yoduia ero,
MeHs1 yoenwi poautend. Jla U ietel XoTesloch, CBOMX. B IBaquaTh OOUH rof y MaMbl yke ObLIO
nBoe. Bce BOKpYT TBEpAWIIH, YTO JTyUIIero )KeHNXa MHe He HalTh. 51 naxke codupasiach MoIaThcsi Ha
YrOBOPBI KEHMXa U Ha4aTh C HUM CIIaTh O CBAJIOBI, YK OUYEHb JIOOOMBITHO ObLJIO Y3HATH 3Ty IPaHb
CYNpYKeCTBa, HO He ycIesia — 32 MecsIIl JO TOPKEeCTBA s CIy4YailHO 3acTyKasa rpaga ¢ TOpHUYHOU B
KOHIOIITHE, OH ObUI CO CITyIIIEHHBIMH IIITAHAMM, OHA — C 33/IPAHHBIMH I00KaMH.
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HagepHoe, Mbl ¢ uMnIepaTOpOM JIBUTaIMCh ApalJIebHO. 51 CO CBOMMU BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU, a OH
— C YTEHUEM J0Cbe, IOTOMY KaK 3aKOHUMJIA Mbl Ha OJHOM U TOM K€ MECTe.

— Bbl yBoMiM €€? — BONpoc BbAEPHY/I MEHSI U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUI.

— Hao6opot — nomapuia ydiie miarbe, — OTBETHJIA CO CMEIKOM.

— [ouemy?

— W3 6naromapHocTH, ectectBeHHO. — U mosicHwmia: — [IpencraBbTe, ecim Ol 51 3acTalia ux Mocie
cBapObl. Bee 6110 OB ropasio xyxe. A Tak Mapus okaszajia MHe HCTHHHOE JIAIO OyIyIero Myxa
1 yoeperia OT HelmoImpaBMUMOU OIUOKH.

Ha camom pienie s1 Obl1a He Tak yX paBHOMYIIIHA, KaK XOTesa Ka3arbes. f He moduia rpada
Y COOTBETCTBEHHO HE UCIIBIThIBaJA peBHOCTH. HO ropmocTh y MeHs Oblia, Kak M CBOe COOCTBEHHOE
BUJICHUE TTOPSJOYHOCTH U YUCTOIJIOTHOCTH.

MmmnepaTop CTpaHHO CKPUBWJICS, CJIOBHO XOTEN YJIBIOHYTBCS, HO CAEPXKAJICS B TOCIEAHUI
MOMEHT, ITOTOM OPOCHJI B3IJIsIJI HA Yachl U MPOU3HEC:

— W3Bunute, GapoHecca, pa3roBop JOCTaBUJI MHeE O€3/IHY YHAOBOJIBCTBHS, HO sI BAC CHJIBHO
3aJepKal.

MHe Tak u3siHO ykasanau Ha neepb? Ero MMmneparopckoe BennuecTBo mpuBcTai ¢ Kpecia u
KOPOTKO IMOKJIOHWJICS. I He cTaja 3aepKuBarh Ouepeb U3 HEBECT U Toxke MofHsIack. HaBepHoe,
Ha MOEM JIUIIE MPOSIBUIOCH COkaJIeHHe, 3TO ObUIO TaK OUEBHHO. . .

— He nepesxwuBaiite, y Hac erie OyzeT Bpemsi ooOIaThCs. — YCIBIIIAB €ro CJI0BA, s BCIBIXHYIA
Y HEeyKJIoXKe Tpucesia B pepepance. Kak HenmoBko monmyuwmiocsk! S cuutana cebs ypaBHOBEIICHHOW
U paccyauTeNbHON 0co00ii, 3T0 MapraHHa TBUTKO 3asBJIsIa O JKeJaHUH CTaTh UMIIepaTpuliei, BOCc-
XHUIIATach UMIIEPATOpOM, Tieia emy audupamoOsl. {1 ke ropopuia cede, YTo HU 3a YTO HE 04apyloch
BJIQJILIKOK. Ml BOT — HEMHOT'O 0YapoBasach.

IMoka s muta K BBIXOMY, CITUHY MO-TIPEKHEMY OypaBUIT TSIKENbINA BIJIS.

— O6epHUCh! — BAPYT I'POMKO MPOU3HEC. .. uMIiepatop? 1 pe3ko oOepHyIach ¥ BeITApAIIIIACh
Ha CIIOKOMHO CUJISIILIETO B KPECJIE YUUTAIOLLIETO BIA/BIKY.

— Bel uT0-TO X0TeNM, Bame Mimneparopckoe BenmuectBo? — MykurHa OAHSAI TOJIOBY U HETIO-
HUMAIOILIE CKPUBUJICS.

— Her, — orBetn on u joGaBui cHIUCXoaUTeNNbHO: — Elnie pa3 1o cBumanus, GapoHecca.

ZKapkum orueM BCHIBIXHYIIU 1IeKU. Ero HacMenuiMBbIi yIMBISHHBIN B3I, .. Kak ke cThigHO!
Nmneparop, HaBepHOE, MOAyMaJl, YTO 51 HE XO4y YXOOUTb, XOUy MpuBJIeYb BHUMaHHe. W TOIbKO
BBICKOUMB 32 JIBEPb, 51 MO3BOIMIA cede yCOMHUThCA. Tomnoc... I[To-moemy, oH ObUT HEe MMIIEpaTop-
CKUH. ..

Uro 3k, BcTpeua cocrosuiachk. Camoe crpaiiiHoe no3aau. UM na, no-moemy, s npoiuia B TpeTUd
TYyp, TaK KaK BBILIEANINI 32 MHOW [IEPEMOHUIMENCTEP MOCOBETOBAJI 3aBTPa MPUCMOTPETh KPACUBOE
OabHOE TUIaThe M HATOMHIJI, YTOOBI HE SKOHOMMJIA — 3TO TIOJAPOK MMIIepaTopa.

A xuBHYna u noponuia K Mapuanse. Ee ele He BbI3bIBIN, IO3TOMY JIEBYIIIKA HEPBHUAYAIA U
cuzena Kak Ha uroikax. OHa Oblia TMOCJe/IHel B CIIUCKe, s MOJOK/AaNla, TIOKa OHA BBIMIET, U Tepe-
cuuTaga ocraBimxcs. MIToro naTHaauaTh YeaoBek.

MBbI 10roBOpHIIMCH 1000OeIaTh BMECTE, a TOTOM OTIIPABUTHCS MOTYISATD [0 TBOPIIOBOMY TAPKY.
XoTtesnock ObI TIIATETbHEN PAaCCMOTPETh CaM JIBOPEI], HO, YBBI, Ha MPOChOY 00 SKCKYPCUU IO TTOKOSIM
OIMH U3 CTPaKHUKOB MOCOBETOBAJ MHE COCPEIOTOYMTHLCS Ha KpbUie AJisl HeecT. Jlyuiiero mecra
IJTs1 SKCKYpCHii He HaiTu. f Tompko XxMbikHYT1a. Her Tak Het. U Tak MecT [yist porysiok ObLIO Mpeno-
CTaTOYHO.

— Kak te6e OH? — ¢ mpusixaHreM MorHTepecoBaiach MapraHHa, KOrJa Mbl BHIIIUIA B TIAPK. —
[TpaBna — camMblil KpacUBBIT Myk4rHa Ha cBeTe? W Takol BHUMAaTe IbHbIN ! JIaCKOBBIN, TOOPBIIA. . .

Oco0o¥t 1oOpOTHl 1 BHUMATEJILHOCTH 51 He 3aMeTrJIa. [la M Hi K YeMy OHU UMIiepatopy, Oonee
BOKHBI TaKWE YEPThl XapakTepa, Kak PelIMTeIbHOCTh, CUia BOJM WIM JaXe KeCTKOCTh. [a u Kak
MO’KHO Y3HaTh YeJIOBeKa M0 JeCATUMUHYTHOMY pa3roBopy?
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— XM, — IOTsIHYNA 51 32lyMYMBO, — KPACHUBBIH, HE CIIOPI0. A HACUYET JOOPOTHI. . .

MBI, IPOBMHIIMAIIBI, UMIIEPATOPCKYIO «JOOPOTY» YaCTEHBKO YyBCTBYEM Ha CBOEH mIKype. Exe-
TOJJHOE MOBBIITIEHHE HAJIOTOB, TOJITOBbIE SIMBI [JIsI HECTIOCOOHBIX UX 3aIUIATUTh, YKECTOUEHHE HaKa3a-
HU 32 KPUTUKY UMIIEPATOPCKUX YKA30B, YBEJIIMUEHUE KOJIMUECTBA BOEHHBIX Ha ynuuax. .. M npouee,
rpoyee, npoyee.

Ho Mapuanna mMeHs1 He cilylania, 1a ¥ OTBETOB Ha CBOM BOMPOCH He kaaja. Eil Hy)XHO ObUIO
BBITOBOPUTHLCS. He MoMHIO, MOXeT ObITh, U 51 B CEMHALATh MHTEPECOBAIACH JIMIIb KPAcOTOH, U
BCE MBIC/IM ObLIM JIMIIb O 3aMyxkecTBe? OTpe30K B TPH roja, nepuos noMosiBku ¢ Podeprom u aBa
rofia ocJjie ero CMepTH, CTePCsl U3 MaMsTH, OCTABUB TOCJIe ceOsl JIMIIb CBETIIBII 00pa3 MPeKpacHOro
IOHOIIIM ¥ KPUBO 3apyOlIeBaBIIYIOCS paHy Ha Cepilie.

VBBI, 6011 fes1aeT Hac cuitbHee. JlioOasi, Ho 0ocobeHHO 00JTb OT moTephb. 1 yem Gosblie noteps,
TEM CWJIbHEE B UTOTE Mbl CTAHOBUMCS, COBJIaJaB ¢ Heil. Kak HM ropbKo 3TO MpU3HaBaTh, HO ITO TaK.
[Tocne cmeptu PobGepra... Her, HenpaBuiibHO... [locne Toro kak s mepexusia cmepth Pobepra, s
cTaja Jpyrou, moB3pocieB cpa3y Ha JAECATOK JieT. YKUMKH, IMyCTON (PJIMPT, KOKETCTBO, MbIIIHbIC
HapsJbl M YKpalleHus CTaJld MHE HeMHTepecHsl. la, s criynuia ¢ rpagoM, NOCUUTaB, YTO JETU BaXk-
Hee, HO HeT HMYero BakHee cedsl, IyBCTBA COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA.

— A 0 4em OH ¢ ToOo pasroBapuBai? — S ouHynachk OT 3aQyMYMBOCTA. MapuaHHa He cTaja
KJaTh OTBETA, Cpa3y ke NpoAokuB: — iMniepaTop ckasai, 4To s oueHb Kpacusas. [Ipencrasisenis?
W no6aBui1, 9T0 MOM JJOUEpy 00SI3aTeIbHO YHACIEMYIOT MOIO KpacoTy U oyapoBanue. Kak gymaerb,
9TO HAMEK Ha TO, YTO 51 CTaHy ero *keHou? — 51 OTKpbLIa poT, YTOOBI OTBETUTD, HO JIEBYIIIKA Tepe-
ouna: — Ml ¢ umniepatropoM OyieM CaMOi KpaCHBOH Mapoii. . .

S MBICIIEHHO 3aCTOHAJIA, CTPACTHO JKeJlasi, YTOObl 3aBTPa y MMIIEpaTopa BHICKOUMII MPHII] HA
70y 1 OH CTaJl HE TAKUM COBEPIICHHbIM.

— A THI 3aMeTWIA YTO-HUOYIh HEOOBIYHOE B OMOIMOTEKEe? — TBEP/IO NpepBaia HAMBHBINA BOC-
TOpXXeHHBIN Open MapuanHbl. MHe He AaBaJl MOKOSI TSKEJIbI MPUCTATBHBIN B3IJISIT U3 TEMHOTHI. —
Ha 6asikone Hukoro He Ob110? 3a mKkadamu?

— Her, — orBetmiia MapuanHa, HA Ha CEeKYH/Y HE 3a/yMbIBasiCh, — KaK sl MOIJIa OCMaTpUBaTh
KOMHaTy, KOIia Iepesio MHOU cujiest oH?!

HeiictBuTENbHO, 0 YyeM 310 517 Kazasock, ABaIUAaTUNATUIETHSA 1 U cCeMHaUaTuIeTHAs Mapu-
aHHA HAXOOUMCS Ha pa3HbIX moyocax. Mexy HaMM He BOCEMb JIET, a 1IeJIoe MOKojeHue. 5 uyB-
CTBOBaJIa ceOsl PSIOM C Hel Jake He CTapIlel CeCTPOM, a YMYIPEHHOW OMBITOM MpecTapesion ay3-
Hpel. Crymas (yke Mops KoM HaJOEBIINME) BOCXBAJIEHUS JIEBYILIKH, 51 AymMalia o cBoeM. PasroBop
AENCTBUTENILHO ObUT HU O 4eM. [IpucTpenouHslii, Kak rOBOpAT OXOTHUKU. Bonee cepbE3HbIN OyneT
M03%e ¥ ¢ APYruMH KanauaaTkaMu. OH 9To-To vieT B Hac. YTo-To ocoOeHHOe, HY)KHOE JIUIIb eMy
OZTHOMY. A MOXeT OBbITb, 5 CITUIIIKOM TMof103puTeNbHa? Y MMIiepaTop mpocTo CTPEMUTCST HAUTH JTIOOH-
MYIO JEBYIIKY? A Tak KakK y HEro COBEPILIEHHO HET BPEMEHM Ha CBUJAHHUS, TO U OPraHW30Bal ITU
CMOTPUHBI?
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I'naBa 4

— Ckonpko MOXHO crniath? BeraBaite! — pazgasics HaJ yXOM I'POMKHUM BU3IJIMBBIM rosoc. 1
PE3KO BBIHBIPHYJIA U3 CHA U MEpPeIyraHo Mojckoumwia ¢ KpoBath. CHUJIACh, KaKk OOBIYHO, KakKasi-To
MyTb. 32 OKHOM eJIBa-e/1Ba IpoouBasicst paccBeT. HaBepHoe, yacos nsath. He Gombite. U 3auem xe
B TaKylo paHb MeHs Oyquth? ['opHIYHas OTOILIa pa3aBUraTh ITOpHL. Ha momHoce cTosin OObIYHbIN
CKYIHBIN 3aBTPaK.

—JInnus, — s CHOKOMHO BCTaJIa M 3arlaxHyJia eHbIoap, — POy Bac, IPUXOIUTE B MO0 KOMHATY
He paHblile BOCbMHU. [IByX 4acoB ¢ rojIOBOM XBaTaeT [yisl TOro, YTOOBI [I03aBTPAKaTh U MPUBECTU ceOsl
B MIOPSAJOK.

— Bce BO 1BOpLIE BCTAIOT B [ATh YTpa, — 'py00 psIBKHYJIa ropHUUHas. Jla 4To 9TO ¢ Hel cerogHs?

— Bcee ciyru, Bel nMeete B BUIy? — 10OpoXkenaTesbHO YTOUHMIA 1 U goOaBuia: — Ho s xe
He ciayxaHka. Beap tak? CMOTpUHBI y MMIIEPATOPAa HAUMHAKOTCSA HE PaHbLIE JECATH, HET CMBbICIIA
OfIeBaThCs U 3aBTPaKaTh TaK PaHo.

— Kak Bam OyzeT yrogHo, — ropHMYHasi pe3Ko JepHy/1a IITOPbl Ha3aj U MOILIA Ha BBIXOM, —
criute aaneiue. [Tpuay B Bocems.

— Cnacu60, — BEKJIMBO IIPOU3HECTA 51 YK€ B 3aKPBITYIO JBEPb.

«CTpaHHbIE 3[1eCh CIYTW», — MBICJIEHHO CJieJlajla BBIBOJ, NMOAXO/SA K OKHY UM OMATh pa3jBUras
mropbl. JIOKUTECA cMbIciia He ObUTO. SI HEMHOTO OCMOTpeJIa Ha YTPEHHHE TOCTPOEHU S CTPAKHUKOB
Ha IUIOLIAM Mepe ABOPLIOM U HalpaBUJIach B BaHHYI0 KoMHaty. [Ipuexas B cTonuily, s IpMHUMasa
AyUI ABaXIbl B JEHb, YTPOM U BEYEPOM, KaK peOCHOK, pasysich BOSMOKHOCTH HE SKOHOMHUTD BOZLY.

Kamepucrtka He npunia. [Tonoxaas HeKoTopoe BpeMs, 51 HallpaBUilach B rapaepoOHyI0 KOM-
Hary.

Jloma Hac He GayoBayi. Mbl IPUBBIKJIA CAMOCTOSITENIBHO OZIEBATHCS M YKJIAIbIBATh BOJIOCHL. $1
3aruiesia Kocy M yJI0KUIa y3710M Ha 3aTblike. TeMHoe, pocToro nokpos 1jaThe 10 CEPEeArHbI UKPBHI,
KOTOpOe 5 BbIOpasa, y1oOHble Ty(hJIM Ha HU3KOM KaOilyKe, HUIANKA ¢ KOPOTKUMHU TOJISIMU KaK HeJlb3sl
JTy4Ile MOXOJHJIH OJ1 SKCKYPCHUIO IO CTONIUIIE, OOEIIAHHYI0 HaM LIepeMOHUIMENCTEPOM.

[TaTHagUATh JEeBYIIEK Pa3HOW CTENEHU pacTpenaHHOCTH Oxujaanu Bo gsope. [lo-Bunumomy,
BCE KAMEPUCTKU OOOLTN YTPOM HeBecT cTopoHo. Erie ogHo ncnibitanne? CTpaHHbIe pa3BieyeHus y
Ero Nmneparopckoro BeinuectBa. Hac nocanuim B BepeHHIly OTKPBITBIX KapeT MO IEeCTh AEBYIIEK
B KaXO0M, 1 Mbl OTIIPABUJIUCh HAa SKCKYPCHUIO MO CTOJIUIIE.

lazetsl He Bpamu. BoT Kyaa [ieBaloTcst HAJIOTM, KOTOPbIE COTHU JIET IUIATAT MOAKOHTPOJIbHBIE
koposeBcTBa. Kakioe 31aHue, Kaxaas yauLa, Kaxaplid (pOHTaH WM CKBEP Mopaxkaau BOOOpaxeHue,
NPECTABIISIIA COO0M 00pa3el U3SIIecTBa M POCKOLIN. 30JI0TO, Cepedpo, MpaMop MPSIMO MO/ HOTaMH.
ButprHbl MarazuHoB MpeCcTaB/IsIM COO0M CKa304YHbIE IeKOpalvu. B ek u KpyxeBa ObLIM OEThI
KYKJIBI 1 MAHEKEHBI. A JparolieHHble KaMHH ObLIM BCTaBJIEHB BMECTO IJ1a3.

1 He Mmoruia ipuiATH B ce0s1. A My3en! I1a3a pazderanuch OT HEBO3MOXKHOCTH 3a BCEM YCIIEANUTD
1 BCE PaCCMOTPETh. MBI 3allUTH B OTAEN apXEO0JI0TUH, U 5 rponajia. ToT yac, KOTOPbI HaM BbIIEIHIIH
Ha My3eH, IpoJieTes1 Kak OlHa MUHYTa.

— Jlenn Tokamak, — KO MHE TIOJIOIIEN CTPAXKHUK, — BCE KAYT JIMIIb BAaC, HY)KHO €XaTh JaJIblIle,
B CAJIOHBI.

— A MOXHO 51 OCTaHYCh 3/1eCh? — yMOJISIOILE Mpou3Hecna 5. — MHe He HYXXHO IulaTbe, y MeHs
Y Tak MX MHoro. B rapnepoOHoii HeT mMecTa.

Crpaxuuk 3amsiicsi. HapepHoe, HopmasibHbIe HEBECThI HE BHICKA3bIBAJIM PAHBIIE TAKKUX POCHO,
Y OH pacTepsiics.

— 51 cama 1oGepych 10 ABOpLA, — BUS, YTO OH MOYTH CAJICS, JOKUMAJIA 5, — HAMY SKHUIMaX.
He crout 3a mHoil npucmarpusats. Llepemonuiimeiicrep Ero Besnmuectsa ckasai, 4To Mbl MOXeEM
camu BHIOpaTh, 4eM 3aHAThcs. Benb Tak?
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— Tak, — BBIIABUJT pacCTPOEHHBIN MapeHb. S momxBaTuia ero moj JIOKOTh M HalpaBHa Ha
BBIXOJI.

— Bcero xoporiiero u 10 3aBTpa, — MHE HE TEPIIENIOCh BEPHYTHCS K TPOMAIHBIM JPEBHUM HUCKO-
MaeMBIM, )KUBIIIUM Ha TON TEPPUTOPHY MUJUTHOHBI JIET Ha3a/l, MyMUH KOTOPBIX ObUIM BBICTABJICHBI B
3asie. OHM Tak IPEKPACHO COXPAHIIIUCH B JIEIHUKAX TOP, UTO MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, CEYac OKUBYT U ChESIT
32KMBO. BbIJIO U )KYTKO, U KPaCUBO OIHOBPEMEHHO.

— Heysxenu BaM HpaBsITCSl 9TH MOHCTPBI? — 337171 BOITPOC TBapyieell, KOrya s IOUTH JA0BeJIa ero
10 BBIXOZA.

— Be3symHo, — mpousHecsa st MCKpeHHe, U B OTBET MOJTyUYHJIa CTPAHHBINA BbIPA3UTEIbHBINA B3IJISIT
oT nmapHs. Tak cMOTpAT Ha cymaciieanmx. S yapiOHyIach M MOATONKHYNA €ro B crniuHy. — Maure.
JIeBYILIKM 32K JaJINACh.

A cama nobexana Haza.

[To-moemy, ciona. nu Her? He nomHio, HanpaBo wiv HajieBo? $1 HpIpHY/Ia B HENTPUMETHBIN
y3KHi KOpPUIOP, BRICMaTpuBas ykazareiau. Ho ykazartesnsi B KpbUIO apXeoJOruy MoYeMy-To He ObLIO.
3aTo, poWs ele AeCATOK IIaroB, st BAPYT 3aMeTHsIa HeOOJBIIYI0 CKPOMHYIO BbiBecKy «McTopus
MIpaBJIeHUs] AMHACTUM AMeJaIOB». 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO HAITPABUIIACK T10 CTPEJIKE. Y3HATh, YeM Ke TaK
3HAMEHHT UMIEPATOPCKUI PO, TIOKA3JI0Ch BaKHEE APEBHUX UCKOMAEMbIX. 3ByK MOMX TOPOTLIMBBIX
11aroB T'yJIKO pa3HOCUJICS TIO IyCThIM KopuaopaM. Hu oxpannukos, Hu noceruteneil. Hukoro. Ecnu
OBl HEe yKa3aTesd, 3[IeCh MOKHO ObLIO OBI JIETKO TOTepsAThcsl. MapuaHHa elrie Buepa pacckaszaa, 4to
CTOJIMYHBIE MY3€eH ObLITH «HE /7151 BceX». BO-TepBbIX, BO BTOPO KPYT MOIJIM 3aXOJUTh JIUIIIb APUCTO-
KpaTbl M KOPOJIEBCKUE CTPAXHUKH. BO-BTOPBIX, 1ake 3HATh MOIJIA MONACTh CI0/IA TI0 CHIEMaIbHOMY
Pa3peleHuio U3 ABOpIa. A CTYICHTHI CTOTMYHBIX YHUBEPCUTETOB MYCKAJIX JIMIb B OTAEIbHBIE 3aJIbL.
HeynuBuTtensHO, 4TO ceiiyac B My3ee s Oblila OfiHa.

DKCMO3UIMS HAUYMHANACh C MOpTpeTa nepBoro Amesaana — umrneparopa Bukropa. f npu-
CTaJILHO BIVISIZIENIach B M300pakeHHe, MUMOXOJOM OTMETHUB, YTO HBHIHEITHUI UMIIEPATOp 10 CpaBHE-
HUIO CO CBOMM JAJIEKMM IPEAKOM BBIIISAUT HACTOSIIMM KpacaBlieM. B mepBoMm ke nmneparope He
ObU10 HUUero muioro. JKectkoe, nake kectokoe, BosieBoe Juio. C OfHON CTOPOHBI, MHTEPECHOE,
MYKECTBEHHOE, C JIPyroil — OTTAJIKMBaoIee CBOe IpyoocThio. Tsokenble HanOpOBHBIE IyTH, KPyII-
HBI HOC, CKaTble TyObl, MPUIIypeHHbIe T1a3a. HacTosmmii rpo3Hblii BOGHAYQIbHUK, HAIMEHHBIN U
6e3xanocTHbid. TeM He MeHee CXOICTBO Mopaxaso. MeHs Bcera MHTepecoBaia HacIeICTBEHHOCTb,
CIIOCOOHOCTH JIIOZIEH M )KUBOTHBIX IEPeIaBaTh COBOKYITHOCTh BHEIITHUX M BHYTPEHHUX OCOOEHHOCTEN
CBOETO BUA. APXE0JIorHsi, KOTOPOH s yBJIEKaIach, JIUIIb KPaeM 3aTpariBaja TeHeTUKy. JTa HayKa y
HAC TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Havajia pa3BUBaThCs. S1 BCIOMHMIIA CTAThH, KOTOPBIE YCIiea MPOYnTaTh B Hayy-
HOM BECTHHUKE, U TOIBITATaCh HAUTH TIOMUHAHTHBIE U PELIECCUBHbIE NMPU3HAKHM, KaK yUMIN TaM. B
UTOTE BECEeIO XMBIKHYJIA U OTBEJA B3IVIsA — CJMIIKOM Mayio MH(popMarmu. f BUaena BCero JABOUX
AwmenanoB, JUIsi CpaBHEHUsI HYXKHO XOTsl Obl JeCATOK, a Jjyuine Oombire. da. Oda TeMHOBOIOCHIE,
Kaperyasple. Y 000X JUTMHHBIA HOC, IIMPOKKE OPOBH, BHYIIUTEIbHOE Teocoxenue. Ho o, uro B
nepBoM Amezasie BBIISIIUT OTTAJKUBAIOIIE, Y MOCIETHErO CIIIAKUBAIOCH MITKOCTBIO U O0asTHAEM.
Jlaxe Ta camasi MuJIasi IMOYKa Ha IOAOOPOAKE, KOTOpasi MEHsl yMUJIsiIa B TETEPEIIHEM BIIaJIbIKe, y
nepBoro Amenasna BeIIisiiesa rpyoo u HeyMecTHO.

[Nonnuck nox MopTpeToM racuia, yto Buktop Amenasn OblT BBIAIOIIMMCS TeHEPAJIOM U OCTa-
HOBWJI MHOT'OJIETHIOIO KPOBOITPOJIMTHYIO BOMHY, BO3IJIABUB 00BEAMHEHHOE KOPOJIEBCKOE BOMCKO. DTO
s M TaK 3HaJa, KaK ¥ TO, YTO OH 3aKPbUI IPOXOJ MEXKIYy KOHTUHEHTaMU. Kasb, He TOBOPHIIOCH, KaK
Y KaKUM CIIocOOOM OH 3TO CeNal.

A BOT ¥ OH — Halll KOIIIMap BO IJIOTU. $I B3APOTrHYIa, yBU/IEB 3HAKOMOT'O C JIETCTBA MO KApTHH-
KaMm MoHcTpa. Vi 310 ero ckenet? 3a TOJICTHIM CTEKJIOM B IITyOMHE 3aCThUIO HEUTO HEBOOOpa3UMOe.
KpynHoe cyiiecTBo, moxoxee Ha rnayka, ¢ ropdoM Ha CIUHE, JUTMHHBIMUA KOHEYHOCTSIMU U CTPAITHOM
OCKaJICHHOW MOPJION CTOSUIO Ha YeTBepeHbKax. Koctu Grectenu cepedpom. Vmm 3o Obim gocrexu?
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o 60kam y MOHCTpa HAXOQVJIMCh CTPAHHBIE IPUCTIOCOOIEHH S, TIOXOKKE MPSIMOYTOJIbHBIE paHIibl. Ha
rOJIOBE OTPOCTKU B BUJIE YCUKOB.

KyTsb.

Ecnu xpoHuku He BpYT, TO AMezaan aercTButesbHO repoil. Ctano xotst Obl IOHATHO, 32 YTO
ero BocxBaysioT. [louemy e 10 cux mop Mbl Ooumcst Bo3BpaTa MOHCTpoB? MmMriepatop Ha TpoHe
MCKYCCTBEHHO TOJJICPKMBAET CTPaX B KOPOJIEBCTBAX, WM CYIIECTBYET peabHasi yrpo3a MmpopbiBa?
TpucTa JeT npoIio — MoKa Bce CIOKOMHO. JIumb reapaeiines Bce Oosbiiie U O0JbIIe, a HAJIOTH BCe
TSDKeTIee.

51 3amyMurBO 00oITUIa HEOOJBIYI0 SKCIO3UIINI0, BHUMATEIBHO YUTAsT HA/IIUCH.

A BOT 1 0 cTponTenbeTBe 1Bopiia. CTONMIYy OCHOBAJIM Ha MECTe TPOPbIBa MOHCTPOB. CTpaHHO.
3auem Tak OJIM3KO K OmacHoCTH?

Hamm mup nipencrapisiin coOoi OrpoMHBIA HeMpaBUIbHOM (hopMbl MaTepuK. EMMHCTBEHHDI B
OeckoHeYHOM OKeaHe. ['Opbl Ha ceBepe pa3zeNsiioT ero Ha JBe HepaBHble yacTu. CeBepHasi ropasio
MEHBIIIe I0JKHOM, TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe, Tak HallMcaHo B yuyeOHuKax. Heyxenu Haimm mMoperuiaBatesu
HE CMOTJII MOpPeM OOOWTH TOpbl M MPOOPAThCs Ha JIPYTyI0 CTOPOHY? DTO ke camoe MpOCToe, UTo
MIPUXOAUT B rOJIOBY. [la, ceBEpHBIE BETPbI CUIIbHBI, KaK U IITOpMa. PhIOaKky MpeanounTaoT pplOaynTh
10kHee. Bo-miepBbIX, O[] Mapycamu B IITOPM He 0CO0O TOIJIaBaeillb; BO-BTOPBIX, CYIIECTBYET HMIIe-
PaTOPCKUH 3arpeT Ha IJIaBaHbe B CEBEPHBIX MOPsIX. Sl cilyyallHO O HEM y3HaJla OT HAIlero KOpOoJs.
3HauNT, UIMIIEPATOP OMACAETCsI TOr0, YTO MOHCTPBI MPHUILIBIBYT MopeM? Mu Toro, 4to Joau MOTyT
YBUJIETh HA TOM CTOPOHE MaTepuka?

CTONBKO BOIIPOCOB, U HU OIHOTO OTBeTa!

Jlo coznanust UMIlepruy Ha KOHTMHEHTE CYIIECTBOBAIM MEJIKHE Pa3pO3HEHHBIE KOPOJIEBCTBA,
MIOCTOSIHHO BOIOIOIIHE JIPYT C JIPYTOM 3a BOAY M IutofopoaHble 3emin. Kaxgoe pasroBapuBasio Ha
CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM JIMAJIEKTe, He ObLIO HU OOIIETO SI3bIKa, HA MUCbMEHHOCTH. A TakXke J0por, Teje-
rpacdHOro mim razetHoro coodiienus. [locne okoHYaHMsT BOWHBI AMenasl OObeIMHUI BCe KOPOJIEB-
CTBa B IMIIEPUIO, BBEJI HOBBIN SI3bIK, OOIIMI 1151 Bcex. Hauanm OypHO pa3BUBaThCs HayKa, KyJIbTypa,
oOpazoBaHue. 3a TpUCTa JieT OblIa IOCTPOSHA He TOJIBKO MIPeKpacHasi BeJimuecTBeHHas JInmnusi, Ho 1
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE IIIKOJIbI, YHUBEPCUTEThI, BOCHHbIE akajeMuu. B ob11em 1 1iesiom nmnepusi okaszasa
OrpPOMHOE TIOJIOXKUTETbHOE BIMSHUE HA pa3BUTHE MUpa. 3HAYNT, U UMIIEPATOp HE TUPAH M JUKTA-
TOP, @ YMHBIN JaTbHOBUIHBIN TipaBuTesb? CTpaHHOe 4yBcTBO. Heyxenu s ormmodanach HacyeT Hero
Y BCEro MPOUCXOIAIIETO B UMITEpUN?

Ho 3auem emMy CTOJIBKO CTPaXXHUKOB, OpYXHs, AeHer? 3aueM TIOpbMbI, IIeH3ypa, Ka3Hu?

HpsiBon! $1 co cTOHOM BBHIIPSIMUIIACH U OIJIsizieniack. B 3ase crasno coBcem TeMHO. CpodHO mopa
BO JBopell. JKab, 4TO s Tak U He MOOBIBaJIa B apXeoJornyeckoM Kpsute. Hazeroch, eme cMory 3To
caenathb. [laxe ey BbUIeUy CO CIEIYIONIEro Typa, Y MEHsl OCTAaHeTCs elle IeHb.

W 6an! CoBcem 3a0bina!

A yTpoM £ y3HaJIa OT MapuaHHbl, 4TO HAC, HEBECT, OCTAJIOCh CEMb.

— Ho Buepa xe He ObUTO OTOOPA. .. — C YIUBJIEHHEM MPOOOpMOTAIa sI, ¥ BAPYT J0 MEHS JIONLIO.
Bce 31 1HU, BCTpevanych Mbl C UMIIEPATOPOM HJTH HET, HAC MTPOBEPSUIM. XaMCKOe OTHOIIEHHE TOp-
HUYHBIX ¥ KAMEPHUCTOK, IPyOOCTh CTPAXHHKOB, OJMHAKOBBIC TUIAThS, HE CJMIIKOM TMPHITHAS ea,
aocyr U npoyee. Bee 310 ObLM MPOBEPKH. YUUTHIBATIKCH JTIOOBIE MEJIOUM — KaK Mbl ce0sl BEIEM B
OBITY, KaK pearupyeM Ha rpyOOCTb, UTO Jie/laeM, Ky/la XOIUM, CKOJIbKO UMIIEPaTOPCKUX JEHET TPaTHM.
Crajo HEeMHOrO XYTKO. 3a HAaMU BCE BpeMs MOAIISABIBAIOT ?

— Baut cocroutcs B TpH yaca momnosyaHu, — pousHecia MapraHHa, KOrjia Mbl BMECTe 3aBTpa-
KaJIM, — ThI €I1le MOKEIlb ITOTBITAThCS B3SITh KAPETY U ChE3/IUTh BHIOpATh TuIaThe. $1, Hanpumep, BYepa
o0oITUIa TpY Mara3uHa, YToObl HAalTH moaxoasimui Hapsaa. CHavyama Xoteaa KyImuTh caMmoe JOporoe, —
y JIeBYILIKY 3aropesuch j1a3a, — OHO ObLJIO JOCTOMHO MMIIepaTpuIibl. BeslocHeXHbIe TOHYaiIue Kpy-
KeBa, PACIIUThIE TOJYOBIMHU M PO30BBIMH OpHJUIMAHTAMU, CBEPXY TEJIEpUHA U3 MeXa TOPHOCTas.

MapuaHHa TSKeNN0 B3I0XHYJIA.
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—HoB HOCJIC)IHI/II';I MOMEHT MHE BIPYT IOKa3aJ0Cb, YTO A 6y,11y BBIIJIAJETh B HEM CJIIMIIIKOM
BBIYYpPHO 1 Opocko. Kyrutio, Korja ToYHO CTaHy HEBECTO.

SI xoTena ckazarp, 4TO, CKOpee BCero, UMEHHO 9TO U TTO3BOJIWIIO € MPONTH B CJIEAYIOIIUMA TYP.
CKpOMHOCTb ¥ OJTAarOBOCITUTAHHOCTh. A MOXET, M HET. DTO JIUIIh MOU JOTa/IKH.

— He xouy Hukyna exars. [Toiiay B TOM, 4TO Haiily B rapaepoOHOi, — MPOU3HECIA PACCESTHHO.
B ronose Bce BpeMst POKPyUYHBAJIMCh BOCIOMUHAHMS O TOM, UTO 51 BUepa y3Hala B My3ee. Hu o uem
APYroM He MOIJIa TyMarth.
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I'naBa 5

— 41 mory BeIOpaTh KHUTH B OnOMoTeke? I ie oHa HaxomuTcs? — MOMHTEpecoBaIach y Kame-
PUCTKHM, KOT/a Ta IPUIILIA MEHS OfIeBaTh U IPUYECHIBATb.

— Yro BBl XOTHUTE NOYUTATH? §I cama MprHECY BaM KHUTU.

— A 6ubmmoreka?

— Bam He pa3zperieHo caMocTOsTeNIbHO OPOAUTD MO ABOPILY, — OTpe3asia JKeHIIUHA rpyoo, pac-
naxuBasi rapAepoOHyIO IBEPb.

— Torpa npuHecuTe MHE KHUTY IO UCTOPUU UMITEPUH, — CHOKOMHO IPOM3HECIA S ¥ yTOYHUIIA: —
JKenaresnbHO ApeBHEN UCTOPUM.

— Ecmu Haiiny, — OypKHY/a KaMepycTKa M BRIHECIIa [1Ba IJIaThs1, O€JI0e C MBIITHOM, yKpalieHHON
BBIIIIMBKOW I00KOW M PO30BOE IIETKOBOE, C po3aMu 1o nofoiy. — Kakoe Oynere oneBatb?

— Hu ogno u3 Hux. — $1 npomia B rapaepoOHyio. Buepa BeuepoM 51 mpucMoTpesia KpacuBoe
TEMHO-CHHEe IIJIaThe, IIPOCTOro MOKPOsi, HO YAMBUTEIIBHO 37eraHTHOe. He 3Hat0, ObL10 J11 OHO B rap-
Aepobax Ipyrux HEBECT, HO M3-3a OOMAaHUMBOM ITPOCTOTHI BPSL JIM KTO-HUOY/b HA HETO MOJbCTUTCS.
Tewm Oonee s cibimnana or MapuaHHbL, 4TO BCe JEBYIIKH BUuepa Kynuiu cede OasibHble TIaThs. 3Ha-
YUT, B CUHEM 5 Oy/ly HE OJHa.

Kamepucrtka ¢ ynuBieHneM Ha MeHsl OKOcHUiach. [1oToM HeOpekHO Moxasa Iuiedamu, Mol,
AeNaiTe 4yTo XOTUTE, U B3sJ1a €ro.

Sl okazanach mpasa: 1jaTbe HeoObluaiiHO MHe 1ulo. Ero kaxymascs npocrora npeodpasuiia
MEHsI BO B3pOCITyI0, yBEPEHHYIO B ceOe KEeHILMHY, IJ1a3a 3aCHsUIH sIpye, a TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI TPUOOPEn
TEIUTBIIA IIOKOJIAJHBIN OTTeHOK. [10THas TKaHb TYro oOTsIHYyJIa TPyJb W TaJIMIO, KPACUBO OYepTHIIA
Bepx Oezep. [Janee 1w00ka pacmmpsiiach 1 HUCTAAAla IUPOKUMHU CKJIAIKAMHU.

Jlaxxe KaMepuCTKa yBaKMTeJbHO KUBHYJIA, IPU3HaBasi Moo 1paBoty. [Ipuyecky oHa czenana
TOJI CTaTh IJIaThi0. HUKaKMX HaKpy4YeHHbIX JIOKOHOB M 0aHTOB. Bostockl yOpaHbl BBEPX 1 3aKPETUICHBI
YyepernaxoBbIMU I'PEOHAMM.

Sl cunena B Kpecie U paccMaTpuBaiia cedsl B 3epKalle, IoKa MpHciyra JoOaBisiia MOCeAHue
ITpUxy 06pasy. Y BApyr MHe MpuUIlUIa B FOJIOBY OIIEIOMIISIIOIIAS MBIC/Ib. A €CJIM CITyYUTCs HEBEPO-
SATHOE — 51 IPOWAY KOHKYPC U CTaHy ummneparpureii? Hanpapissce ciofa, s HU Ha CeKyH/ly He 3a/y-
MBIBQJIaCh O TAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, a ceifuac, ocje TpeX JHEH, MHE MOYeMY-TO CTaJIo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO
3TO BIIOJIHE PEAJIBHO.

Cmory 1 5 TOMIOOUTB STOrO KPaCHMBOTO HEAOCTIKMUMOTO MyX4uHY? CMOT'Y JIU 5 ClIaTh C HUM,
LIeJIOBATh, JIACKATh €r0, KaK 3TO JeslaeT keHa (MaMa ¢ OTLOM HMKOI/a He MPATAINUCh OT Hac JeTeil,
LeJTysiCh 1 OOHMMasICh Be3/ie, IIe€ TOJIbKO MOXKHO), pOXkaTh eMy JeTei?

[Mocne cmeptn PoGepra 51 Obina yBepeHa, 4To OOJBIIE HUKOrJa HUKOTO He mnomoomo. Moe
ceplLie OKaMeHeJIo, Jaxe MbIC/Ib O BO3ZMOXKHOM JII0OBU NMPpUHOCKIIA 60Jb. [Ipyroit MOMEHT — nmnepa-
TOpPY He OTKa3blBaloT. M1 MOEro MHeHuUs1 HUKTO He CIIpOCUT. Toraa ocTaeTcs JIUIb JII00OBb K AETAM.
Toxe Hemauo.

Hac onAth BenM 3amyTaHHBIMU JAJMHHBIMUA KOPUIOPAMH, CIIOBHO CIELMAIBbHO XOTENIN COUTh C
TOJIKY, YTOOBI B OAMHOYKY Mbl HUKOI/a OTCI0Ia He BhIOpaanch. CeMb JIEBYILIEK, OCTABIIMXCS MOCIe
Tpex IHel orOopa. Bee kpacaBulbl Kak Ha mogoOop, I0HbIe, OEJIOKYphle, O4apoBaTtelibHble. B noutu
OJIMHAKOBBIX OEJIOCHEKHBIX M PO30BBIX IUIAThSIX, B KPYKEBax U OaHTax, C 3aBUTHIMU JIOKOHAMU U JTHa-
JeMaMu Ha rojioBax. 51 uia, 1 MpauHble MbIcM Oponuiu B rosiose. Cpesin JIeByILeK 51 BbIAEISIACD,
¥ O4YeHb CHIIbHO. Bo-miepBbIX, s1 ObUIa TEMHOBOMIOCAst M cMyriasi. OcTajbHbIe IeCTh — OJOHINHKH.
3HA4UT JIM 3TO, YTO UMIIEPATOP MPEATIOUNTAET UMEHHO CBETJIOBOJIOCH THIT? Torga noyemy ocrajiach
51?7 Bo-BTOpbIX, MHE JBaJ1IaTh MATh, OCTAJIbHBIM He OoJiee BoceMHaALaTU. B-TpeThux, 51 OqHa U3 Bcex
He Xouy 3aMyxk 3a AMejana, Jpyrue TOJbKO UM JAENAI0T, YTO MPeCTaBIAT ceOs ero KeHOM, MoT
KOMILTUMEHTBI M BOCXHUILIAIOTCS KPacaBLIEM UMIIEPATOpOM. B-ueTBepThIX, s eJMHCTBEHHAs Jlajla XOTh
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KaKOW-TO OTIIOpP TOPHUYHOM, JIpyrue, Kak pacckasbiBaja MapuaHHa, Jaxke pra OOSUTUCh OTKPBITh,
MOJTYa CHOCSI M XaMCTBO, U TPyOOCTb. BBUIO M B-TIATHIX, U B-IIECTHIX. A eIlie rojioc, 3ByYalldil B
rosioBe... OnHa 51 ero cabiry Wik Het? [TonbITka akKypaTHO BBIBEAATh 9TO Y MapHaHHbI HUYEro He
Jajia, OHa JIMIIb HETIOHMMAIOIIe OKPYIJIMJIa I1a3a. Bee 3To 0ueHb HaCTOpakKMBaJo, MOITOMY B 34 5
BOIIUIA C XMYPbIM BBIPQ)KEHHUEM Ha JIUIIE U TPEBOTON BHYTPHU.

CrtpaHHO, HO pa3mep OATBHOTO 3aj1a OBUT TAKUM ke, KaK U TpoIias Manas ouonuoreka. Tpu
OIPOMHBIX OKHA TOYHO TaK e pacnoyiokeHsl crpasa. M 6ankonsl o nepumeTpy. Koneuno, mkagos
C KHATAMH HET, BMECTO HUX PACCTaBJIEHBI KYILIETKH, CTYJIbsI M Ba3bl C IBETaMH. A MOXET, MHE IOKa-
3as10cb? MoxeT ObITb, KOMHATHI BO IBOPIIE TIOXOKHM OJHA HA JPYTYIO, KaK JBe Karui Boabl? M Takux
KOMHAT OeCKOHEYHOe MHOeCTBO? $1 TpsIXHyJ1a rolIoBOH M MPOIILIA Aajbllle, He 320CTpsisl BHUMAHUE
Ha MO/I03PEHMSIX.

Kpome Hac B 3a51e HAXOAMIIOCH IIECTEPO MOJIOABIX MYKUMH, OfieThiX B (hopmy. Cropee Bcero,
apUCTOKPAThl U3 BOEHHOTO Jiniies. MiMreparop Monozen, no3adoTujcs O TOM, YTOObI IEBYIIKUA HE
CKy4aJId, KOrjia oH OyJeT TaHIIeBaTh C OJIHOM M3 Hac. B yriry Ha HEOOJBIIIOM BO3BBIILIEHUH PACIIONO-
KUIUCh My3bIKaHThL. Ceiiuac urpasia Jierkast Becenasi MeJoqus. Bapyr oHa 3aTuxia, JBepb pacrax-
HYJIach, ¥ BOIIeT UMMepartop. B mapagHoM kam3ose, ¢ 0(pUuiepcKiMHU 30I0THIMH HAIIIMBKAMU, BBICO-
KW, CTPOWHBIN, KPAacUBBI. [lake s HEBOJBHO 3a1I000BAIACh, YTO TOBOPUTDH O IPYIHX — AEBYIIKH
BOCXMIIIEHHO 3aaXaJH.

Czaju 1mien nepeMoHUMMencTep, MOCTyKUBasi TPOCTHIO 10 Mapkery. MiMriepatop KOPOTKO BceM
MIOKJIOHWJICS ¥ MAXHYJI PyKOM My3bIKaHTaM. 3aurpaia OplcTpast MeJIONus. «A OH He TepsieT BpeMeHH
3psi, — OIyMaJia s CO CMEIIKOM, — ObIcTpee HauYHeM, ObIcTpee 3aKoHUMM». LlepeMoHuiimencrep uTo-
TO TPOILENTA] Ha YXO BJIACTHUTENIO, U TOT mojomien K VHecce, MOTOIEHBKON CeMHaALATUICTHEH
nouepu OGapoHa U3 BOCTOYHBIX 3eMelib. [IpoTsHyn pyKy, npuramas Ha TaHeil. CIOBHO IO CHTHAY,
BOEHHbIE OIHUM OOIIMM MOPHIBOM BHUHYJIUCH K HAM.

TanneBars s moOWIa BCeraa M C YJOBOJIBLCTBUEM 3TO Jejajia, KaK TOJbKO MPEACTaBIIsIACH
BO3MOXXHOCTh B Halllell MaJjieHbKO# npoBuHIMY. [lama oTmyckan Hac B ropoj] Ha Mpa3fHUKU U caM
YaCTEHBKO YCTParBaJl My3bIKaIbHbIE BeUepa, elnle Obl — TpU J0uepH Ha BbigaHbe! Cefiuac MHE B mapT-
HEpbI IOCTAJICS] MOJIOAIOH MapeHb, CBETIIOBOJIOCHIH, yILIOUMBHINA. MBI BECEJIO pa3roBapuBaiy 000 BceM
Ha cBere. [eHpHX OBUT BTOPBHIM CHIHOM KaKOTro-TO rpacda, YUWICcs B MOPCKOM JIMIIEE W COOUpasICs
CTaTh KalMTaHOM.

— Brl Takast kpacuBasi! — BOCXHMIIEHHO MTPOM3HEC OH B KOHIIE TaHIa. — $1 ObI XOTe, 4ToObl MOEi
MMIIEpaTPUILIeH CTAU BbI.

— Mornonoii yenoBek, — CTPOro MpoU3HecHa s, Mpsva YJIbOKy, — TPEHUPYETeCh B UCKYCCTBE
¢mpra Ha HeBectax umneparopa? 1 ckonbko 6ajoB yxe y Bac Obuio?

— DTOT BTOPOiA, — CKPOMHO MOTYNUJICS OpULIep.

3HauuT, eMy JIeBSITHAAIATh WK ABaaaTh. C BOCEMHAIIATH BCE IOHOIIM UMIIEPUU OOsS3aHbI
MIPOUTH 00S3aTENbHYI0 BOGHHYIO CITyXO0y, KOTOpasi AJTUTCSI MUHUMYM IISITh JIeT. A MaKCUMYM — KTO
Kak 3axoueT. Hamprimep, Moii otelr, crapiuii cbiH 6apoHa Tokamak, ceMb JIET OXpaHsil IMIIepaTop-
CKHMI JBOpEI, XOAWJI 10 STUM KOPHIOPaM M Jake, BEPOSATHO, MPHUCYTCTBOBAI HA MMIIEPATOPCKUX
oTOOpax, TaHIeBal C HeBecTamH. .. Ho korga BCTpeTust Mamy, BIIOOWIICS Oe3 MamMsATH U YBOJIHJICS U3
rBap/eiiieB B UNHE KanmuTaHa. Mama ¢ paJjoCcThio COTTTacHIach yexarh U3 CTOJHUIIBI Ha 0T ¢ MOJIOIBIM
MyskeM. CTpaHHO, HO 3TO U BCE, UTO s 3HAIO O 3HAKOMCTBe ponuTteneit. JlagHo, orerl. Bee reapaeiiiint
JAI0T KJIATBY UMIIepaTopy o Hepasrianiennu. Ho mama? OHa ke Obuta ipoctoit ppeitiuHon. v u
(peiimH 00s13y10T MoT4aTh? OIHU TAlHBI KPYTOM.

TaHer 3akoHYMJICS, 51 [TPUCETIa B peBepaHce U OTOIIUIA K AEBYIIKaM. Ham npenyioxkuim HalmuTKH
Y 3aKyCKU. 3HAUUT, UMIIEPATOp HE IJIAHUPYET MPOTaHIIEBaTh BCE TaHIBI Oe3 ocTaHOBKHU? S B3sia
OOKaJI C COKOM U TOJIKO COOMpanach MpUryouTh, Kak BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJTA 3HAKOMBINA TSIKEIIbIN
B3IJISI/L B CliMHy. Takoi ke, Kak B Oubnuoteke. 51 pe3ko oOepHyach, eBa He pacrieckaB cOK. BHu-
MaTeTbHO OCMOTpeia OabHBIN 3aJ1. iMmiepaTop pa3roBapuBaeT ¢ lIepeMOHUAMENCTEPOM, TOT YTO-TO
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ymTtan B 6;10kHOTE. Mosofibie ouiiepbl HEMPUHY X JICHHO OOIAINCh MeX Ty coO0H. [leByIiku ooCTy-
v ViHeccy 1 BBICTIpAIMBAIOT Yy Hee TOAPOOHOCTH TaHIa ¢ MIepaTtopoM. Barmsa He nponangan. 51
TMOJIHSIA TIa3a U TIOCMOTpeJa Ha YTOMAloIIMe B TEMHOTE OAJTKOHBI, ONOSICHIBAIOIINE 3aJT.

Heyxemm kTo-TO HaOmonaet 3a Hamu ottyna? Kro? U 3auem?

«Tbl paBa. A TyT, 30M».

Koxa Bmur nokpsuiach Myparkamu. Cepitie OerieHo 3aK0JIOTHIOCh, KaK Y MITULIBI, TIOMaBIIeH
B CWJIKU. I cxoxy ¢ yma?

— INo3BonbTe Bac MpUIIacuTh. — § B3IPOrHyJaa ¥ HEMOHUMAIOIIE YCTABMIIACH HA TIPOTSHYTYIO
pyky. Umneparopckyio. [IpsBoi, naxke He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak MOJIOIIEN BIaIbIKa.

— C ynoBonbctBreM, Barte Mimnepatopckoe BenmmuectBo. — S Moria Ob coO0M rOpauThest —
ToJI0C 3ByYasl POBHO U JaXke HEMHOTO 3aUHTepecoBaHHO. Mosi cMyT/iasi pyKa CTpaHHO CMOTpesiach Ha
0eJI0CHEKHOW UMTIePATOPCKOM JIAJIOHU, TyKEPOTHO U HEITPABUJIHHO.

MBbI I1aBHO TaHIEBAJM, M3peaKa OOMEHUBasiCh HUYEro He 3Havamumu ¢ppazamu. [lorona, kpa-
COTBI CTOJIUIIBI, UCKYCCTBO MY3bIKaHTOB. Bce B BhIcIIel Mepe JocToiHO. MiMmiepaTop o4ty He CMOT-
PeJ Ha MeHs1, Ka3aJIoCh, €r0 MBICJIM BUTAIOT B IpyroM Mecte. Heyxenm Tak CKyyHO MpOMIET BTOpOe
cBuganue?

— Bamie Imnieparopckoe BennuectBo, — mpou3Hecsa sl pelIMTebHO, — Bbl 3HAETE, YTO HAXO-
AWUTCS 32 TOpPaMH, KOTOPbIE Pa3aessioT KOHTUHEHT?

Nmmnepatop B3ApOrHy U ¢ Oe3rpaHUYHBIM YAUBJIEHHEM YCTaBUIICS MHE B I71a3a.

— HuKTO TOUHO He 3HaeT, — OTBETHJI OH, MEIIEHHO PACTATUBAsI CJIOBA, U 51 yBEPEHHO OCO3HAJIA,
4yTO ceityac oH Bper. CTpaHHOE OlIyIIeHUe. — A TI0UeMy Bbl UHTEpecyeTech?

— IIpocroe M0OGONBITCTBO, — 51 JIyKaBO YJIBIOHY/IACh, — UIMIIEPHH TPHUCTA JieT. MBbl JKUBEM B pas-
BUTOM TOCy/lapcTBe. 3HaeM MaTeMaTuky U (pusuKy. 1 qae cripliianga, 9To B CTOJIMYHBIX MacTep-
CKMX CKOPO CO3JaayT MEXaHMUECKHX JIETAIOIIUX MTHII, CIIOCOOHBIX TIOJHAMATh YeTOBEeKa BBHICh. U
HE 3HAeM O TOM, KTO )KMBET U YTO MPOUCXOAUT PSIOM C HAMU, Ha JIPYroil CTOPOHE MaTepHKa.

— HukTo He MOXeT MpeononeTb TU TOpbl, JeAu 30, — B TOHE MMIIEpaTopa MPOCKOIB3HY
XOJIONIOK, PYKH, IepKaBIlNe MeHs, HAMpAruch. — OHKM yIUpaloTcsi B HeOO U TSAHYTCS Yepe3 Bech Halll
Mup, pazaenss ero nonoiaM. Hy, BbI 9TO 1 Tak 3HaeTe, — JOOABHI C YJIBIOKOM, — KaK s CJIBIIIAJ, BbI
JeByIIKa 0Opa30BaHHAS.

Sl kuBHyNa, MPUHUMAsA KOMILUTMMEHT. Jla, 1 uuTasa o crpaiHoi Karactpode, NoTpscIen 1ia-
HEeTy MUUIMOHBI JIeT Ha3a[. Bpone Obl Kak yueHble BhIIBUHY/IM TEOPHUIO O CXOXKAECHHUH JIByX MaTepu-
KOB. B MecTe X CTOJIKHOBEHUS BHIPOCIIM 9TH BBICOUEHHBIE TOPBI, KOTOPBIE C/IENIANIN CEBEPHYIO YacTh
TMIOJIHOCTBIO CYXOITyTHO HEIOCTHKUMOM.

Kakux pasmepoB Ta dyactb? Uto 3a Mopsi oMbIBaIOT ee? MokeT ObITh, 3eMJIsl HETIPUTOIHA /IS
yesioBeKka? A Kak ke MOHCTPBI, HalaBIue TpUCTa JieT Ha3aa? OHU Kak-To BbIKUBAIOT? Bosibinas yacTb
HAIIIeTO I0)KHOTO KOHTUHEHTa — Oe3)KU3HEHHbBIC TYCTHIHH, PACTSHYBIIUECS HA THICSYU KUJIOMETPOB
Ha 0T, 3amaj ¥ BOCTOK. Pek oueHb Manio. KpymHbIx Bcero 1Be. YueHsle U MmyTeleCTBeHHUKH, UCClie-
JOBABIINE TUIAHETY, He HAIIUTK OoJiee HUKAKUX CJIEJOB JIIOZIEH, HY 3a MYCTHIHAMM, HM HA MaJIeHbKUX
OCTpOBaxX, pa30pOCAHHBIX B OKEaHe.

Ecnu y Hac miaBHBIN Bpar — 3TO jKapa M HEJOCTATOK MPECHOW BOMbI, TO, IyMaio, B CEBEPHOM
4acTu Ha00OpOT — X0Mox 1 cHer. Ho, yBBI, YTO TaM POUCXOOUT — HEU3BECTHO HUKOMY.

— A npyroii croco0 rmomnacTb Ha Ty CTOPOHY €CTh? — s IOKMMaJla UMIepaTopa, MycTh 3TO ObLIO
Y HE COBCEM BEKJIMBO, HO JIOOOIBITCTBO — CTPAIIIHAS IITYKA.

— Her, — orpe3ast oH, — MHOTO pa3 MblI MBITAJIKCH TPEOAOJIETh TOPbI, HO OHU TSHYTCS OT OJHOTO
KOHIIa 10 APYTOro, a BBICOTA TaKasl, YTO YK€ Ha CepeIHe MyTH He XBATaeT KUCIOPOAA JUIs AbIXaHHUS.
o Mopio TOXe HeNb3sl, 10 KpaiHel Mepe, TIoKa Kopadiii IepecTaHyT MCIOIb30BaTh Mapyca JJis IBU-
JKEHHUsI IPOTUB BeTpa. — MiMrieparop 3aMHTepecOBaHHO BCMaTpUBAICS B MoM rasza. — Oeraio, 4to
KOTJja TIOCTPOSIT MEPBBIN KOPaOib HA MAPOBOM THATE, BbI, KAK M MBI BCE, YIOBJIETBOPUTE CBOE JIIOOO-
TTBITCTBO.
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— fcHo. — I onmycTuna ronoBy. X0Tesnoch elie CIpOCHTh O KeJIe3HBIX MTHIAX, KOTOPBIX N300-
PETAIOT B UMIIEPATOPCKHUX MACTEPCKUX, O KOTOPLIX MUCAJIM B €KEIOAHbIX KYypHalax. CMOFyT JI1 OHN
nepeceyb Topsl, M HE [Is1 3TOro Ji uX cosnator? Kak Bapyr yciblimana B roioBe «30MUH, HE YBJie-
Kaiicsi». $1 JepHynach ¥ HACTYyNUJIa UMIIEPATOPY HA HOTY.

- I/IBBI/IHI/ITC, — M[poJierieTajia UCIyranHo, OridabiBasiCb, — Bbl HUYETO HE CIIBIIIIAIN ?

MmmiepaTop OCTaHOBUJICS M YAMBJIEHHO HA MEHS YCTaBUIICS.

— YT10 MMEeHHO?

Sl KpuBO yNBIOHYNIACh U TIOMOTAJIA TOJIOBOW — €I1le He XBATAJIO MPU3HATHCS BIACTUTENIO, YTO
CIIBIIITY TOJIOCA.

— IIpoctuTte, HaBepHOE, MHE TIOKa3a10Ch. CIIMIIKOM MEePEeBOTHOBANAC.

My3blKa 3aKOHUMJIACh, UMIIEPATOP MOBET MEHs K JIEBYIIIKaM, UCKOca Opocasi BHUMATETbHBIE
B3Ikl [IOTOM MOKJIOHWIICSI ¥ OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY. Sl cXBaTwia co CTOMMKA OOKaJl ¢ HATMTKOM M
CyHOpoXHO oTxJeOHyna. «Kpacasuua mosi». [la uto takoe! $1 nepHynach, GOKasl BBHICKOJIB3HYIN U3
PYKH ¥ CO 3BOHOM pa30mICcs 0 MpaMOPHBIi 1o1. Bee B 3ae o6epHymich. CToiiHO-TO Kak ! [Togoexanu
CITYTH, TIPUHSLTUCH YOUPAaTh, OTTECHUB MEHSI B CTOPOHY OT OCKOJIKOB.

«$1 6b11 TpaB. Harmen», — mporienTan rojioc eiie pa3, ¥ TATOCTHOE, MyJaBlliee MeHsI BECh TaHell
omryenue B3rsaa ucuesno. Crano jerye. Ko MHe nojoinesn ouepeqHOM KaBasiep, ele OIuH Kpaca-
Bell ocputiep, 1 51 MpuHsIa ero mode3Hoe npuramenue. OcranbHas yacTh O0aia MHHOBaJa Oe3 CTpaH-
HocTeil. §l TaHueBasa, HacaaKAaIach Pa3roBOPOM, TPEKPACHOM MY3bIKOM, N3bICKAHHBIMU 3aKYCKAMU
Y HalMTKaMu, B 0OIIeM, 4yBCTBOBasIA ce0s MpeBocXonHo. MiMmeparop Gosee KO MHE He MOAXOMNI,
HO HE pa3 U He J1Ba 5 3aMeyvajia ero MCIbITYIONMI B3IJIsI] B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— 3aBTpa cocrouTcs MpUBATHHIN pa3roBop ¢ Ero BemmvectBom, — crienan oObsiBiIeHHE 1iepe-
MOHUIMeENCTEp, KOTa NMIIEpaTop, MOMPOIIABIIUCH C IEBYIIKAMHM, yIanuics. Bee apyXHO aXHYyH.
Crasio MOHSITHO, YTO 3TO OJIHO U3 MOCJIEHUX, €CIIU He MOC/IeIHee UCTIBITAaHNE.

JIuHbIA jONTUiA pasroBop. ..

Jlo ceropHsAIIHEro MOMEHTa UMIIEpPaTOp He BBLIEIST HA ofHy U3 Aesull. Co Bcemu ObLT OfiU-
HAKOBO BEXXJIMB M KOPPEKTEH. A Bellb 9TO nocnieHuii otoop. Vimmepartop Bceraa BHIOMpaeT keHy Ha
JeCSITOM.

Sl TBepHo pemmia paszy3HaTh XOTh 4YTO-TO. VHave yemy AOMOM ymMHparh OT JIOOOMBITCTBA.
Hy:xHo Oyzet npuaymathb, Kak 0OMaHyTh CTPaKy ¥ IpOOpaThCsl BHYTPb JBOPLA. AMEAN SIBHO YTO-TO
ckpbiBaeT. M po ropel, ¥ npo 3aBoeBaresieil. 1 KoHeuHo, O TOM, KaKasi UMEHHO JIEBYIIIKA eMy HYKHa.
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I'maBa 6

C yrpa s cuzena Kak Ha urojkax. JleByIek 3a01pajiy o OHON U YBOAWJIMA B UMIIEPATOPCKOE
Kkpbuto. Kamepucrka, BeirHaB MapraHHy U3 MOeil KOMHATBI, IIe Mbl 3aBTPAKaJIM, 3asBUJIA, YTO Kaxk-
J0i1 HeBeCTe NMPHUKA3aHO HAXOAUTHCS B CBOMX allapTaMEHTaxX M HUKYJIA He NepeMelaThCsl.

TosbKO KOrja Ha yacax CTYKHYJIO B JBEHAJlaTh, KO MHE 3allleJl 3HAKOMBI MOJIOIEHbKUII
CTPaXHUK, TOT, YTO ObUI C HAMHU HA SKCKYPCHUM.

— 41 mpoBOXyY Bac Ha BCTpedy C UMIIepaTopoM, Jieau Tokamak, — IPOU3HEC OH MOYTHUTEJIBHO.
U noBen o 6ecKOHEYHBIM KOpU0paM. MBI IETIISIIIM OKOJIO IECATH MUHYT, Y MEHsI HE pa3 MeJIbKasia
CTpPaHHasi MBICIIb, YTO OH MPOCTO 3aIlyThIBAET, MPOXOAs MO0 OJHOMY M TOMY € MECTY HECKOJIBKO
pa3. HakoHell Mbl OCTaHOBUJIMCH MEPE MACCUBHOM ABYCTBOPYATOM JIBEPhIO, OXOXKEW KaK JABE KarlIu
BOJbI Ha JECATKHU MPebIIyIIMX ABEpel, KOTOpble Mbl MMHOBAHU. [la M KOpUAOp nokazaics 10 60au
3HaKoMbIM. [1ycTh B HEM NOBeCWIIM Jpyrye KapTHHbI, HOCTEIMIIA KOBPbI IPYroOil pacLBETKH U YOpaJIu
CTYJIbsl, 51 y3HaJIa ero. B 3ToM Kopujope s cujesna Tpy Jaca nepej nepBoil BCTpeveil ¢ UMIepaTopoM.
3Ha4uT, pa3roBop OyIeT ONATh MPOXOIUTH B TOM caMoM 3aiie. Eciit Obl 51 He 3Hasa, Kak OECKOHEYHO
oorat Amenai, 1 6bl OgyMaia, YTo B €ro ABOPLE OJHA-EAMHCTBEHHAsl KOMHATa, OH B HEW U KUBET,
u pabotaer, 1 npoBogut Oaibl. Emie onqaa crpanHocTts. Kotopas yxe no cuery?

— IIpoxonute, Bac kayT. — CTpakKHUK pacliaxHyJl CTBOPKH, U 5 BOILLIA.

Hy xoneuno! Tort e 3a1, OH e ObIBIIasi OMOIMOTEKA, OH ke OanbHbIi. Tenepb 31ech KaOMHET.
JlyOGoBbIe KHMKHBIE IKA(]bI, KOMO/bI, Y OKHA CTOMT MaCCUBHBII MUCbMEHHBIN cToi. [lepen HUM aBa
yIOOHBIX KOJKaHBIX Kpecna Jpyr HapoTuB Ipyra. Heyxenn oHu ycrienu axke CTeHbl OOTSHYTB JIpy-
roii Tkanbio? [lepeBecuts mTopel? CMenuTs Medenb? M Bee 3a oaHy HOub? [1aBHOE — 3auem?

— [Ipucaxusaiitech, 6apoHecca. — MiMnepatop KMBHYJI Ha KPECJI0, pa3BepHYTOE JIMLIOM K KOM-
Harte. CaM OH CTOsUI y OKHA, 3aCYHYB PYKHU B KapMaHbl. — BoT croza.

Sl Momya ycenach Ha yKazaHHOE MecTO. TsKeNblil 3HAKOMBbIN B3IJIsA MOSIBUJICS Cpasy ke, Kak
TOJIBKO 1 Bomwia. Crapasich He oOpaliaTth Ha HEr0O BHUMaHMs, 1 ocMoTpesack. Kak u npesxne, aBa
OKHA U3 Tpex ObUIM IUIOTHO 33/IEPHYTHI IITOpaMu, OAIKOHBI U JajibHUE YIJIbl YTONAIM B TeHU. Moe
KPECJIo OCBEIIaJIo COJHIIe, O0lee HUKAKMX CBETHJIBHMKOB He ObUIO. B IIeHTpe — orpoMHBbIil KoBep ¢
3aMBICJIOBATBHIM Y30POM.

Sl Bcerna crapajachk nogMeyarb MeJIKUE, HUIKOMY He UHTepecHble JeTanu. iIMeHHo oHu 106aB-
JISIIOT BaXKHBIE IITPUXU B 0OILIeH kKapThHe. BoT U ceifuac s yBuzena, 4To JenHUHA Ha NOTOJIKE B paii-
OHeE JIEBOTO OAJIKOHA OTJIMYAeTCsI OT OCTaIbHOM. HaBepHoe, CKy/IbITOp, AeNaBIIMil STUX aHTEIOUYKOB,
PELINI CXaJITYPUTh, WK ObUI MbsIH, WM Tak ObUIO 33/[yMaHO UM HM3HavyasIbHO. [loToMy 4TO Ha OHOI
U3 PyK aMypuMKa ObLIO YeThipe najbiia. [Jaxe mepectaBuB MeOeb U NMEPETsSHYB CTEHBI, HEe TyMalo,
YTOOBI 32 OJHY HOUb CJTyTH CMOIJIY TIOJTHOCTBIO CMEHUTD JIETHUHY Ha MOTOJIKE. DTO CIMIIKOM CIOKHO.
UYeTblpexnasblii aHres1 MpucyTcTBOBAI M Ha Oany. U ceituac. U ckopee Bcero, HaXoquics TaM U B
nepByio Bcrpeuy ¢ Ero Mmneparopckum Bennuectsom.

INoexuBIIMCh OT CMYTHOTO TPEBOKHOTO YYBCTBA, 51 IOBEPHYJIACh K MyX4nHe. TOT cMOTpesn Ha
MEHsI He OTPBIBAsICh, C KAKOW-TO CTPAHHON COCPEAOTOUEHHOCThIO. BriepBhie 3a ueThipe 1HA 51 y10CTO-
uI1ack nosiHoro OezoroopouHoro BHUMaHus Ero Bennyectsa. f Toxe pemmia He oTBOAUTS 1a3. OH
ObLJT OYE€Hb KPACUBbIM, Halll UMnepaTop. IMEeHHO TakuM, Kakue BCeraa HpaBuInCh MHe. TeMHOBOIIO-
CbIiA, BBICOKMH, ITMPOKOIUIEYHA. C OTKPBITHIM JIMLIOM, TBEPABIM, PEIUIUTENIBHBIM B3IVIA0OM U BOEHHOU
BBINIPaBKOM. M eciu paHblile, CTOsA B KPYTy MOJOAEHBKHX JIEBYILEK, 51 CTECHSUIACh TaK SIBHO MPOSIB-
JISITh MHTEPEC, TO ceifyac Mbl ObLIM OTHU U 51 MOIJIa ceOe MO3BOJIMTh CTOJIb HETTPUIIMYHOE BHIMAaHUE.

OH momnyai, s Monyana. Kpome GeccriopHoii pUBJIeKaTeNbHOCTH, OH ITPOM3BOAWII BIleyatie-
HHME YMHOT'0 ¥ BOCHMTaHHOTI'0, ¥ BEKJIMBOTO yesioBeka. He Hapsikasics B paciinThble 30JJ0TOM KaM30J1bl,
He 0OBelIMBaJI ce0sl IParolieHHOCTSMU, He YIbIOasics: €3 IPUYHHBI, HE CHINAJI COMHUTEILHBIMUA KOM-
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IUTUMEHTaMH, Kak 310 fesnai rpad Kays. Cromn. Heyxenu on MHe HpaBUTCS? §I MBICIEHHO XMBIKHYJIA.
Ckopee 112, 4eM HeT.

HenasHo, 6ykBasibHO Tiepes] OTbE3I0M, Y HAC C MaMOM COCTOSIJICS HE OU€Hb MPUSTHBIA pasro-
BOD.

— Thl cTayia CAMIIKOM BJIACTHOM ISl KEHIIIMHBI, — CKa3ajia OHa MHE, — YepCTBOM, XOJIOJHOM,
0e33MOIMOHATBHOM. IT0 MI0X0. HaBepHOE, MBI C Marnoil BAHOBATHI B 3TOM.

— Ilepecranb, — o6opBana s ee, CKpUBHBIIKCH, HE XKeJlask BHICIYIIIMBATh HPAaBOYUYEHU S, TOCUH-
TaB ceOst B3pOCJION JIJIs1 HOTAIUM.

— To1 onena cepatie B OpOHIO M He MO3BOJIsIEIIb cebe YyBCTBOBATh, — MPOAOIKAIA MaMa, HEB3HU-
pasi Ha MOe HempHsTHe, — TPYAHO Tebe OyleT COUTHCH C KeM-To. Tebe HyXeH YesloBeK, paBHbIH 110
XapakTepy WK CUjbHee, — YIBIOHYIach OHA TPYCTHO.

Sl Torma HUYero He OTBETUJIA, TOJIBKO MIOIYMaJla, YTO B MOEM OKPYKEHUHU TMOJOOHBIX HET, U CO
CMEIIIKOM TIpe[IokuIa cede MoNCKaTh B cronuiie. PasBe s mpennonarasna, 4TO MOU MBICITH CTAHYT
MaTepUAIbHBIMU ?

U ceitvac, misas Ha UMIEpaTopa, s ¢ yIMBICHUEM Pa3MBIIUISIIA O TOM, YTO, CKOpee BCero, s
Halia 3TOro caMoro My k4uHy. PaBHoro 1o cuse xapakrepa.

— Bel oueHb mo0Oo3HaTENbHAS IEBYIIKA, — HAKOHEI IIPOM3HEC MMIIepaTop 3ayMunBo. Me-
JIEHHO OTJIETIJICSI OT TIONOKOHHUKA, MOIOIIES M CeJl HAIpOTHB MeHs1. — Heyxkenu y Bac HET Jpyrux
yBJIEYEHHIA, KpOME KaK MHTEPECOBATHCS UCTOPUEH UMIIEPUU U 3aBOEBATEIISIMU 7

Kawmepucrtka mporoBopuiach 0 Moei rpocboe? Vmu y3Haul o ocemeHuy my3esi?

— 51 MmHOTO YeM yBIeKach, Bame Mimriepatopckoe BenndecTBo, — X0Tesnoch Obl, 4TOOBI B MOEM
rojioce He TaK sIBHO CKBO3WJIAa UPOHMSI, — HO BBI 9TO U TaK 3HaeTe. Bl jke unTamm Moe 10che.

Nmnepatop yneiOHyscst. Ero auio npeodpasniock, 3achsiio TEIUIBIM YapyoIiM CBETOM. A OH
apyrou cerogtsi. CIIOBHO pacciaOuIcs, OTITYCTHII TIOBO/IbSI, MTO3BOJIMII ce0e ObITh, HAKOHEII, MIJTBIM.

— A Oosiee ipakTUYHBIE kKeNaHus ecThb? BuiiiTu 3amyk, Hanpumep? — M 1o0aBuI BKpagunuBo: —
3a meHsa?

MBpicnu 3aMeTanch ¢ OeIeHON CKOPOCThI0. DTo npeioxkenue? M korcraranus dpakra? Yto
*e nenarb? § HuKoraa He nymana... He mianupoBana... $1 crany umneparpuneit?!

Heoco3nanHo Brenuiach B MOIIOKOTHUKU. MHe HY)XHO ycriokouTbesi. Cpouno. Mimmepatop ¢
MSATKOH YJIBIOKOW a1 OTBETA, a ... pelnyia MpUuAepKUBaThCsl BIOPAHHOTO MPEk/ie MPOHUYHOTO
CTHJIA.

— Bame BenmmuectBo, — 51 ¢ TpyaoM, HO cMoriia 00y3/1aTh CBOM TOJIOC, — MOCIIE TPeX HeyIauHbIX
MIOMOJIBOK.. . .

— Tpex? — mpunogHs1 OPOBb MY KUMHA.

— Jla, — 6onee yBepeHHO Mpou3Heca 5. — TpeThio MOMOJIBKY POAUTENH JepKald B TallHE, TaK
KaK ¥ 1ocJie JByX 000 MHe TOIIUIM He CIIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIUE CIIyXH B KOPOJIEBCTBE, a MOCye HeYyIauHOM
TpeTheld MeHs Obl ¥ BOBCE MOABEPIIU aHademe.

— 1 3a koro e Bbl COOMPAKCH 3aMyK B TPETHil pa3, GapoHecca? — MMriepatop MpUroToBUIICS
pa3Bieybcs 32 MOH cUeT. Y100Hee ceJl ¥ BBITSIHYJT AJTMHHBIE HOTH.

— 51 3akiTI0uMIIa ee ToJro/ia Ha3az ¢ TOProBBIM MAPTHEPOM MOETO OTIIA, eMY OBUIO HIECThACCAT
AT JIET, — IPUJIETCS] PACKPHITh IOCTBIAHYIO TaitHy. — OH MOXOPOHWII IBYX KEH IO MEHsI, IMeJI IsiTe-
PBIX B3pOCIIBIX CHIHOBEH U TpeX J104Yepe.

— Heyxenu BB TaK CHJIBHO OTYASUIUCh, €CJIM COOMPAJIUCH BBITH 3aMyK 32 TIOJOOHOTO KaH/AuU-
nara?

Sl 3a1yMUMBO MOKYCBIBaJIa I'yOBI.

— Bubl kpacuBasi ymHas JeByIika, OapoHecca, — MpOAOIKal UMIIepaTop, — Jaxke B JBaALATh
YeThIpe rofia Bbl MOIJIM HANUTH XOPOIIYI0 MapTHio. YTo 3aCTaBUIIO Bac MPUHSATD €ro MpeuiokeHue?

Sl BcnoMHWIa OCYK/IeHUE POJCTBEHHUKOB M 3HAKOMBIX, KOrJa s OTBepria rpaga mo «Hajy-
MaHHOMY>», KaK UM Ka3aJioch, moBofy. Her, He poautene, Te Bceraa MoaaepkKuBaid MeHs BO BCEM.
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Bcromumiia yepey Be4eprHOK MECTHOW 3HATH, Ha KOTOpbIE MEHsI MePecTaiv MpUIJialliaTh, BCIOM-
HIWIA CBOIO JIYYIIyIO MOAPYTY AHHY, KOTOpasi uyepes3 rnapy MecsIeB MMpUHsIa MpeJIoKeHre To0Be-
oOubHOTO Tpacda, HECMOTPsI HA MOU COBETHI HE JIeJIaTh TOTO.

— Bo3moskHo, 31€ch, B cTONUIIE, AEBYIIKA MOCTE JBYX HEYAaYHBIX MOMOJIBOK €Ille MpUBJIeKa-
TeJIbHA Ha pbIHKe HeBecT. Ho y Hac Ha 1ore cBou 3akoHBI. Bee, 4To MHE ocTaBaioch, 3TO HaIeTh Yel-
YMK W BOCITUTBHIBATH TUIEMSHHUKOB, a 51 XOTeJa CBOEro peOeHKa. — BbIIo TSkKeNno roBOpUTh TaKoe
COBEPIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOMY YeJIOBeKY. TpeTuil )KeHUX COTIACHIICS Ha CaMoe TJIABHOE — €CJIU Y MEHS
HE TIOJTyYuTCs 3a0epeMeHeTh C HAM, OH JacT BO3MOKHOCTh TOJMYYUTh peOeHKa IPYyruM CIOCOOOM,
aaxe OT JTOOOBHUKA, OOEIIAB MPUKPHITH TUTYJIOM U TOJIEPKKOM.

Bce, 4to mo3Bonmmi cebe UMmeparop, ST0 MUMOJIETHO KOCHYThCS MOMX CYJOPOXKHO CXKAThIX
nasbleB. B komHarte Botapuiiachk TuivHa. MHe Bee 0oJibliie ¥ O0bIlie HpaBUJICS STOT YeJIOBeK. bputo
MPUATHO ¥ MHTEPECHO ¢ HUM OeceioBath. Y mycTh M0OOBb HEe BCIBIXHYJIA B OJHOUYACKE, S CUMTATIA,
YTO YBAXEHUS U CUMIIATUHM JOCTATOYHO JUIs Kpernkoro Opaka. Hy 1 uTo, uto Mel He Oyzem Opocatbces
APYT APYrYy B 0OBATHS, KaK 3TO AenaioT Mou poautern? Tak gaxe mydre.

— Ecnu s nmpaBUIBHO TMOHSUI, TO M TPEThsI IOMOJIBKA COPBAJIach, — MSITKAUM TOHOM IPOM3HEC
Biagpika. OH crapaeTrcss MeHs TpuoOoApuTh? S KPUBO YIBIOHYIACK.

— Hesagonro no BeHuanus y OapoHa Barnyca ciyunscs cepaeunsiii npuctyn. OH ymep Ha
pyKax JeTeil M BHYKOB. — f moasa ruieyamMy ¥ mpou3Heciaa HaurpanHo: — [ociie 3Toro coOwitus
s pelmia: He cyap0a, 3Ha4YUT, He Ccyap0a. MeHsl Havyaayd Ha3biBaTh MPOKJIATON HEBECTOM, B LIYTKY,
KOHEYHO. Tak 4To 3aMy’KeCTBO — MOCJIE/IHEE, YeM 51 MOTY MHTePECOBAThCSI.

— BBI Tak CUJIBHO XOTeJH JIeTeli? — IMITepaTop CTPAaHHO Ha MeHsI cMoTpeJt. Borpoc ObuT 0ueHb
JeNVKaTHBIN, U3 pa3psijia JIMYHBIX, HO sl OTBETUJIA.

— Ia, xotena u certyac xouy. — § mocmorpesna eMy mpsMo B I1aza. — JleTh — mpoJoKeHue Hac.
MBbI cMepTHBI 1 00peTaeM peasibHoe OeccMepTHe TOMBKO Yepe3 MOTOMKOB. Hartie Teso, mamsith, e,
yBJIeYeHUsl, TIOOOBb KUBYT B HUX. VX AETsX, UX BHYKaX, nmpaBHyKax. M Tak 10 6€CKOHEYHOCTH.

Wmmnepatop 3a5yMUlBO CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY.

— 51 He myman 06 3TOM B TaKOM pycJie, — IPOU3HEC OH, MOTUPAsk TOAOOPOIOK.

— Bul cunrtanm, 4to ¢paza «mpomoikeHre pofa» Tak OaHambHa? — XMBIKHYNIA . — [lepenathb
TUTYJ, O6orarcTBo, 3eMyu... U Bce? Jla. I Xody gereid, Xody craTb OECCMEPTHOM, XOUy OCTaBUTh
YyacTuily ceOsl B TOM MUpPE, XOUy UCIHITaTh Oe3yCIOBHYI0, OECKOPBICTHYIO, O0KECTBEHHYIO JTIOOOBD,
KOTOpasi MOKET ObITh TOJILKO MEX/y POAUTESIEM U €ro peOeHKOM.

«Ecnu Gosnblite He MOMTYYUTCS UCTIBITATH JTIOOOBb C MYKYUHOI», — IPOAOJIKIIIA MBICJIEHHO.

Ceparie KOJIOTHIOCh KaK HEHOPMaslbHOE. §1 OTKpbUIACh MOJHOCTBIO, TaK, KaK HUKOTAA U HU
niepe KeM He OTKpbIBaiachk. [lake ¢ poauTensiMu 5 Aepikajia HEeKOTOPYIO TUCTaHIMIO. UTo ke ciy-
ymiioch ceityac? [loueMy TOT AUKTATOp M TUPaH (Kak sl €ro Has3blBajla paHee) BAPYT CTaJ JIyUIINM
apyrom? MHe Ka3ajioch, 4TO 51 3HAI0 €r0 BCIO XU3Hb. YUACTIMBYIO YJIBIOKY, TOHUMAIOIIUN B3IJISI,
JIACKOBBIE PYKH. Y MeHsI He YKJIAIbIBAIOCh B TOJIOBE. Kak MOXET 3TOT yesoBeK ObITh TAKUM JOOPHIM
CO MHOW ¥ ECTOKMM C NoaaaHHbMu? Haoru, TIoppMBl, LIEH3ypa. . .

Nmmnepatop 3a4apoBaHHO CMOTpeJ MHe B I1a3a. Ero ryObl mogparuBasii, CJIOBHO OH XOTEJ 4TO-
TO ckazarb. Ho He pemasica. [IotoMm BCTan M HU3KO NMOKJIOHWICA. S pacTepsAHHO MOIHAIACH CJIEJOM
32 HAM.

— 4 He ommGcs. Bol Oynete mpekpacHOi UMIieparpuiiei, gean 3ou. — [locineanmii AMenas B3si
MOIO PYKY, TeTUIble TyObl KOCHYJIUCh KOXHU. UTO 3T0 OH ckazan? {1 Oyny?... Kem?

Sl omenloMIeHHO XJIOMaja rjia3aMu, He B CHJIaX MOBEPUTh B TO, UTO ceivac ycnplmana. Eme
TOJITO/Ia HA3a/1 TIOCTIe TOTO, KaK COPBAJIACh MOSI TPEThsI TOMOJIBKA, S CYUMTAIIA CBOIO )KU3Hb KOHYEHOM.
Crapas neBa, MpoKJIATast HEBECTa, XO/siuee HeCYacThe, KaK MEHs TOJIbKO He Ha3bIBAJIM 32 IJ1a3a.

— Berperumcest 3aBTpa, — IMIIEpaTop HEXOTS OTCTYITWIL, — a Ceiyac Bac MPOBOSAT B MOKOU.

OH 110-BOEHHOMY TOKJIOHWJICS] U KpUKHYJT: «Biiym!» B KOMHaTy cpasy ke BOIes CTPaXHUK.
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— Jlenn Tokamak. — 4 nouwia 3a HAM, CIOBHO BO CHE, C TPyAOM nepeasuras Horu. Mmnepa-
Tpuua. S crany umneparpuneii! Camoi BIUSTENbHON )XeHITMHOM B uMIiepuu! 1 cronbko Bcero cMory
caenath! B HAIIMX MPOBUHIUSX HE XBAaTA€T CPE/ICTB HA CUPOTCKKE MPUIOTHI, HA OUMHOKUX CTAPUKOB,
TMIIMBIIAXCS Aoma. OOmIecTBeHHbIe OOJNBHUIIBI B Y)KaCHOM COCTOSIHUM. M Tak MHOro GeHsIKOB. B
MIEPHOJbI 3aCYXU KPECThsiHE TIOrMOAI0T OT KaXIbl U TonoAa. [daxe Mbl, OoraTbie 3eMJIeBIIaebIIbl,
napy pa3 HaXOJWJIMCh HA TpaHy rioesy. 51 Oblia yxke B3pOCyIOi ¥ TOMHIO TO BpeMsi, KOT/ia Ha BCe Tep-
PUTOPUM KOPOJIEBCTBA HE BBINAJIO HU OJIHOTO JI0K/1s1 HECKOJIBbKO JieT noapsi. Ilons npespatuiauce B
KaMEHHUCTBhIe MMyCThIHU. KOoaIp! BHICOXJTH, OECKOHEUHBIE TIOKAPhl YHIUTOKAJIM Jieca U MOCeNTKU. MBI
HE MBUIHCh MeCsSIIIaMu, Bojia ObLia IIeHHee 3010Ta. M CKOJIBKO pa3 Halll KOPOJIb HY IMTOCBUIAI 3aITPOCH O
MIOMOIIIY K UMIIEpPaTopy, TOMY He ObLJIO IO HAC HUKAKOTO Jiena. A 3[eCh, B CTOJIHIIE, OOBIYHbIE MOCTO-
BbI€ BBUIOKEHBI JOPOTOCTOSIIIMM MPaMOPOM, TeM, KOTOPHI Mbl C OTPOMHBIM TPYIOM JI0ObIBaeM B
caMbIX ITyOOKHX Kapbepax. POHTaHbI, YKpaIIEHHBIE 30JI0TOM U cepeOpoM, OECKOHEYHO JIBIOT JIparo-
LIEHHYIO MIPECHYIO BOJY.

«[Ipugn B cebs1, 301, — MBICTIGHHO Jasia ceOe TOIIeYnHYy, — MeuTaTh Oydelb MoToM. Teds
BBIOpAT UMITEPATPHLIEH, HO Thl TaK W HE 3HAEIllb, MoYeMy». UTO ecTb BO MHE, Yero HeT B Jpyrux
neymikax? Vi umneparop rpocto Bimoouscs? CTpaHHO, HO Takasi POCTast MBICIb MHE HE TIPHXO-
auia B rosoBy. MiMriepatopbl He UMEIOT TpaBa BIIOOISTHCS, STO U3BECTHO BCEM.

W ronoc... 3a BpeMs pa3roBopa ¢ UMIEPATOPOM 51 HU pa3y €ro He ycjblllaia, XOTs B3I
OLIyIlaj1a MOCTOSTHHO.

MBbI CHOBa IIUTH 10 ABOPLOBBIM KopuaopaM. Ho HeT, oHM yke ObUIM He TaKue XUTpPhIe U 3aITy-
TaHHblE. B mamsATH BCIIBIBAJIM 3HAKOMBIE TIOBOPOTHI M 3aJ1bl. 3[1€Ch MBI IPOXOIWIIU, U 3/1€Chb. Bapyr
MHE B TOJIOBY MpuILIa uaes. Yto, eciu s ceifuac cMory m30aBUThCsl OT conpoBokaeHusi? Heco-
MHEHHO, caMa CMOTY HalTh Ty camylo OMOIMOTeKy/KaOMHeT/OambHbIN 3aJ1. Y3HAI0 YTO-HUOYIb Tail-
HOE, a €CJIM HEeT — IPOCTO UCCIIeAyI0 KOMHATy. UTo 0COOEHHOTO B HEl, €C/M BCe BCTPEUH C MMITepa-
TOPOM MPOBOASATCS OAHOM U TOM K€ MecTe?

— bnym, — mpousHeca s B CIIMHY CTPaKHUKA, TOT B3/IPOTHYJT U OOEpHYJICS, — THI MOKEIIb ObITh
CBOOOJIEH, I cama JIOM Y.

— BesieHo 10CTaBUTH B LIEIOCTH M COXPAHHOCTU B KPbUIO HEBECT, — YIIPSMO HAXMY PUJICS CTPAXK-
HUK, Pa3BEepHYJICA U IoLIeN Jablie. 1 nomienack ciaegom.

— Jla BOH yXe Bepb, — 51 TPOHYJIA €ro 3a IJ1e4o. Briepeay Massunim 1Boe rBapenlieB, CTOSIIUX
OOKOM, OXpaHsBIIKE ABYCTBOpYATHIC IBEPH, BEAYIIHE B «HAIIEe» KPbUIO. — 51 He OTepsIioCh.

Ecnu ceiiyac He cOery, TO IIaHC MOXET U He MpecTaBUThes Oomee. biiym HeyBepeHHO 3amep.

— Wm yxe, — MOATONKHYIA 5 €70, — Yero MHe 37eCh O0sAThCs?

— JlangHo, — cpancs CTpakHUK, — XOPOUIEro JTHS, JieAn TokaMak.

OH NOKJIOHWICS ¥ BBIKUJAIOIIE YCTaBWICSA Ha MeHs. OTVIMYHEHbKO. Sl MeljieHHo, efiBa nepe-
CTaBJIsisl HOTH, HaIpaBWIach K rBapAenaM. Xopollo, 4To celyac OHU O YEM-TO YBJIEUEHHO pa3roBa-
puBaiot. Pa3 obepHynace, Bropoii. Hakoner! Korna 1o apepu ocraBasiich cuuTaHbie METphbl, biym
MOBEPHYJICS U MOTOMNAN Ha3aj. Sl MTHOBEHHO LIMBITHYJIA 32 OPThepy. 3aMepia, CTapasich MOracuTh
Kosie6anus Tkanu. Korja maru 3aTuxim, BINIsIHYJIA — HUKOro. CTPaKHUKU MO-TIPEKHEMY OOJTaIoT
Y MEHsl He BUIAT. MeskuMu niepedexkkamu s momuaniach B iokou Ero Benmuecta. YyTh 3acibiiian
IOpOX, MpsiTanack. To 3a mTopy, TO 32 KOJIOHHY, TO ¥ BOBCe 3a0erast B Kakhe-TO MyCThie KOMHATHI.

Hakoner 3Hakomblil Kopuaop. 3a aABepbio Tuxo. To u uMneparop MOKUHYJ KaOWHET, TO JIN
KJET OUYepe/IHyI0 JEeBYIIKY. XOTs 0 4yeM 3To 517 OH ke BhiOpast MeHst! BocmioMyuHaHue G0IBHO CTYK-
HYJIO IO TOJIOBE, CJIOBHO CBAIMBIIIMICS HUOTKYJa KaMeHb. § yxke 1 moa3adbuia O CTOJ b 3HAYMTEILHOM
coosiTiu. Tounee, cTapanach He BcoMHHATh. CIMIIKOM HEBEpOATHO W jauko. Ilomymaio 06 sTom
ocre.

Ha npimoukax s nouuia gajisiie BAOJIb CTEHBI M HATKHYJIACh HA HE3aMETHYIO KPYTYIO JIECTHULLY.
TouHo, B KOMHaTe ke OaykoHbl! JlecTHUIIA, HAaBepHOE, Besla K HUM. S1 MOAHSIIach Ha BTOPOW 3TaxX U
yAuBJIEeHHO 3acThuia. [lepeno muou npencrana ckaia. Hacrosimast, rpanutHasi. Octpble Kpast KTO-TO
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crapartesibHO OTIUIM(OBAJ, YTOOBI He TOpaHUThCsl. Ho 3T0 TouHO ObLT KycoK Topbl. OH yXOIMJI BBEPX
U Tepsiyics 3a TIOTOJIKOM. 3HAuuT, 51 Oblia mpapa! [IBopel HampsiMyI0 COeIUHEH C TOPHOM T'PsIOi.
CrtaHOBUTCSI BCE MHTEPECHEE.

Ecnu 6 s He ocTaHOBWIIACh M HE Havajla paccMaTpuBaTh CKajy, s Obl HIUEro He YCIbIIIaia.
3BYK JOHOCWJICS U3 ILIEIN MEXAY CKaJIOW M CTeHOW. $1 mojonuia Ha IbIIMOYKax Onvxke. 3a CTeHOU
criopui. OIMH U3 TOJIOCOB OBLT TOYHO UMIIEPATOPCKUM, & JIPYTOl. ..

— Tw1 HapouHO 31O crenan! — s MPUCIOHMIACH YXOM K IIIeJH, ToJIoca CTauy 0osiee YeTKUMU. —
To1 BBIOpaT Ty, KOTOPYIO BHIOpAT U 5.

9t1o umneparop? O yem oH?

— Tol He mpaB. — DTOT ronoc ObUI rpydee u xectue. ['ne-To 5 yxe ero ciabimaina. — S Beiopan ee
paHblIie, TPOCTO UMSI He TOBOPHJT JI0 3TOro MOMeHTa. [la 1 BooOire, 0 uem mbl criopuM? Sl HacTosImuiz
MMIIepaTop, a Thl JIUIIbL MApPHUOHETKA, KOTOPYIO sl OCTaBI BMecTO ceOs. Thl BO BceM 00si3aH MHE
MOIUNHATHCH !

C yma coittu! mniepatop — HeHactostiuii? Toraa Kto sxe oH?

— XBarut! {1 cnymaroch Tebs yke MmITHAIIATh JieT. Thl yIpaBiisielb UMIepHUei, Moe KI3HbIO,
Hagoeso! Trl 3acTaBisientb MeHsl MPUHAMATh UMOTCKHIE 3aKOHBI, MOSIBIISSICH 3/1ECh Pa3 B HEJEIo, a
TO U pexe. YUTo Thl 3HAEIIb O POAHOM MHUpE, €CIY He KUBelIb 31ech? Thl ckazal, uTo s JokeH Oymy
JKEHUTHCS TOT/IA, KOTAA U Thl. UTOOBI HAIIIM IETH POJVIIICH IIPUMEPHO B OJJHO U TO ke BpeMs. Tak BOT,
s pelInI, YTo 301 NOAXOAUT MHe uieanbHo. OHa eMHCTBEHHAs EBYIIKA, KOTOpast 3aMHTepecoBasa
MeHsI 32 BCE TO BPeMsl, TIOKa Thl KCKAJI CBOIO CYKEHHYIO.

3HauWT, peub Bce-TakKu 000 MHE.

— U ceituac 51 ee HakOHell Halles1! — pIBKHYJI Ipyroi rojoc. 1 qaxe moexusach, CTOMbKO CUJTbI
U cTpacTu ObUTO B HeM. — Tl 3Haelb npejcka3zanue. Korma ummepatop HaiaeT CIbIIIAILYIo, MUPHI
OOBbeIMHATCS, ¥ KaK CIEJICTBUE, 5. .. — OH cpa3y *ke nornpaBuiics: — Mbl OyeM paBUTh BCEM MUPOM !

[Nouemy s1 paccuuThIBasa, YTO, MOACIYIIAB Pa3roBOP, HAKOHEI] CMOTY HAlTH OTBETHI HA CBOM
Borpocki? Bee erre Oosbliie 3amyTanoch.

— 51 moOImo 3Ty NeBYIIKY, — MPO3BYYasl rOJIOC UMIIEpaTopa, TOYHEe, TOro, KOro s 3Hajla Kak
uMmIieparopa, — a Tebe Bce paBHO, JIs TeOsl OHa JIUIIH CITbIIIAIIAs.

W xak, MHTEpEeCHO, OH CMOT BIIIOOUTHCA 3a 4eThipe nHA? U 310 mocne necsitu otdopos. Ho
MOYEeMY-TO BHYTPU HEOKUIAHHO MoTerwIeno. M mycts Moe cepiiie MoJaio, MHe ObUIo Oe3yMHO IpH-
SITHO, YTO TAKOW KPACHUBBIN, YMHBIH, OJTArOPOIHBIN YeJIOBEK BIIIOOJICH B HIYEM He MPUMeUaTe/IbHYIO
MeHs1. 1 KTo 310 «chpimarasi»? 17

— Tsl ¢ keM pasroBapuBaeliib, MEeHOK?! — BTOpO# roioc 3a3BeHel OT sipoCTU. — S YHUUTOXKY
TeOs1 OTHUM IIETIKOM TaJIbIIEB !

— W kak nonro eI Oyzienb UCKaTh IPUEMHHKA, TIOXOKETro Ha TeOs1? — B Toioce MOero KaBajiepa
MPO3BYyYasia HacCMeIka. A OH TOXe 3yOacThlid. — Y TBOEro AU JIBE JOYEPH, a OBIBIIIUN UMITEPATOP,
TBOMU OTell, CMOT 3a/1eJ1aTh ChIHA JIUIIH OIHON U3 (DABOPUTOK.

3a CTeHOM BOLIAPUIIOCh TPO3HOE MoTYaHue. [lake oTcioa st YyBCTBOBAJIA HATIPSIKEHUE, pa3/IB-
1eecsi B KoMHaTe. Kycoyku roloBOJIOMKM Haualv MOTUXOHBKY BCTaBaTh Ha MecTo. TaM, 3a CKaJIoi,
CKOpee BCero, MpoXoJl Ha CeBEpHYI0 CTOPOHY KOHTHHeHTa. Hactosmii moToMOK AMeqanoB CTOUT
C TOH CTOpPOHBI JBepH (Kak OH TyJa IOMaJl, elle MPEeJCTOUT Y3HaTh), C Halllell — TOT, KOro s 3Hal0
Kak uMIieparopa. AMesan Kak-To YAepKUBaeT MPOXoj, YTOOB! 3aBOEBATENM (T€ MOHCTPOMOJOOHBIE
CyILleCTBa Ha KAPTUHKAX) HE BOPBAIMCH B Hall MUp. M Tenepb 3TU IBO€ MYKUYMH BIETHUJIVChH B OHY
JKEHIIMHY, TO €CTh MEHs1. 3HAUUT JIM 3TO, YTO T'0JI0C, KOTOPBIN 3By4all y MEHS B FOJIOBE, PUHAICKUT
HacrosieMy Biajasike? OH ToXke CIbIILaiui?

—Ilpencka3zanue, ckopee BCero, BhIAyMKa. Thl caM KOT/1a-TO JABHO O3BYYHJI 9TY BEPOSTHOCTb, —
MIPOM3HEC TOJIOC MOICILHOTO UMIIEPATOpa CIIOKOMHO U JOOPOKeIaTeIbHO, — €CITU 1aKe 3aBOeBATEIH
BOPBYTCs1, MBI BbIUTpaeM BoiiHy. Ceifuac B HallleM pacropsDKeHUM OTHECTPEIbHOE OpYKHUe, MYIIKH,
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KaTamyJbThl. Y Hac OrpoMHasi, XOpOIo oOy4yeHHast apMusi. Mbl He Takue, KAKMMU ObUTH TPHCTA JIET
Haz3ajl.

— Twl tiyneu, Makc. — 3HauuT, UMIiepaTtopa, KOTOpOro s 3Halo, 30ByT He AjipuaH, a Makc? —
Onu 0071a1210T yMEHUSIMU, KOTOpbIe Tebe U He CHUIKCh. Eciu Mbl pa3BWIINCH 32 TPHCTA JIET, TO U
OHU HE CHJIEJIU Ha MECTe.

YrT0 X, JOTUYHO.

— Tl ke roBopuI1, YTO OHU TPUMUTHUBHBIE, — TETIEPh B rojioce Makca 3Byyao COMHEHHUE, MOe
cepaie TpeBOKXHO 3a0uinock. Ceivac, B 3Ty caMyl0 MUHYTY, peliajach Mosl Cynb0a, HO CTpaHHOE
JeJ10, MEHs1, IVIaBHYIO YYACTHUILY CIIOpa, HUKTO HU O Y€M He CIpallvBaJl.

— Bbun mpUMUTHBHBIME TPUCTA JIET HA3aj, — YCTAJIO MPOU3HEC HACTOSINMI MMIepaTop, Mo
roJiocy ObUIO 3aMETHO, YTO U OH He XO4eT KOH(IUKTOBATH C... OpaToM, TuIeMsTHHUKOM? — A ceffuac
KTO 3HaeT? Heyxenu Tbl Oyaelib pUCKOBaTh MUJIJTMOHAMM JKW3HEW JMIIb U3-3a yrnpsamcrBa? Eciau
OIISATh pa3pas3uTCs BOWHA, MOTMOHYT MHOTHE, U 3TO Oy/eT Ha TBoel coBecTH, Makc. f BrIOpan Tebs
CBOMM TPEEMHHUKOM, TIOTOMY YTO ThI ObUI CAMBIM JOCTOMHBIM M YECTHBIM CPEM BCEX JAPYIUX Ipe-
TEH/ICHTOB.

— A g gyman, notomy uTto OoJbllie BceX MOXOX Ha TeOsi BHemHe. — [Toxoxe, Makc cpacs.
AmeJnan TOYHO 3HaJI, Ha KaKue CTPYHBI HY)KHO HakaTh. MHe MoueMy-To cTajo rpycTHo. [lycth g u
He JTo0uIa ero, HO BeXKJIMBbIA MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO S yCIena y3HaTh 3a 3TH JJHU, IPUBJIEKAT
MeHsI ropa3zio OoJbIlle, YeM KaKOK-TO HEM3BECTHBIN AMe/al, HACIeAHUK 1 MTPSMON TTOTOMOK.

— 41 moroBopio ¢ Hell. Koro oHa BbIOEpeT, TOMy M JIOCTaHETCsl, — MPO3BYYaJl B TUIIIMHE TOJIOC
HACTOSAILETO ApHUaHa.

— 3owm BbIOEpET TeOs1, — TUXO MpousHec Makc. $1 yauBIICHHO CIJIOTHY/Ia — oyeMy 310? — OHa
YyecTHas1 U OyaropofHas JeBymka. M KoHeuHo, cKopee MOXepTBYeT cOOOM, YeM MO3BOJIUT KOMY-TO
YMEpETb.

Mae crasio crparniHo. Horu 3aapoxanu, u s 00eCCHIICHHO OIMYCTUIACh Ha Mol UTo mpoucxo-
aut? $1 ¥ MOJIOBHMHBI M3 MX Pa3roBopa He MoHsuIa... YeMm s xeptByto? CBoOomnoi? JKusHbio?

Her! Touno He cornanrych Ha 3Ty aBaHTIOPY, OJIHOTO pa3a JocTaTouHo. Tenepsk s Koe-4To 3Hal0
Y MEHs Tak MpocTO He yroBopuTh. Ecium naxe s He craHy xeHoil Makca (Hy W IUieBath), yeay K
poauTeNnsaM, NOJabIle OT JBOPLA, FOP U CTPAHHOIO KYTKOTO MMIIEpaTopa, FOBOPSIIETO U3 CKAJIbI.

— 41 npuBeny ee 3aBTpa yTpoM, — Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs IpousHec Makc.

— Ceronus! — oTpe3as HACTOSIIIUI UMIIEpaTop.

— Thl cumkoM kecTtok, AipuaH, — OT 3ByKa 3HAKOMOI'O rojloca MHE 3aXOTeJIOCh IUIaKaTh, —
TI03BOJTb JIEBOYKE B MOCJIETHHUN pa3 HACIAJUTHCS COTHEYHBIM cBeTOM. OHa JTIOOUT apXeoJIorHIo, s 1aM
ell rBapIeflIeB 1 pa3pelny MOCETUTh apXeOJIOTHUECKUI My3eH.

— Tb1 MOKeIb el paccKasaTh WM CIPSATAaTh. YBE3TH U3 IBOPIIA, M MHE JI0 Hee He T0OpaThCsl.

— 41 ve caenato storo! Tl mpaB, AJpuaH, 5 CJIMIIIKOM YECTEeH, YTOOBI TaK MOCTYNUTh. S maBasn
KJIATBY uMIiepu. Jlonr npesbiiie Bcero?

3a cTeHol Bolapwiioch Moiryanue. MeHs npopanu 6e3 Moero coriacus. I'pynb coiaBuio Tak,
YTO CTaJIO TPYAHO IblmiaTh. Heoco3HaHHO 5 cTaja pa3MEHHOW MOHETOH B 3TOM HEW3BECTHON MHE
urpe. 5 cxana KyJlak M M30 BCE CUJIbl CTYKHYJIA UM O cKally. bosb orpe3Buia.

— 4 yxoxy. Y Tak camikom goaro ObUT Ha TOW CTOpOHe. — [010c HacTosIIero nmreparopa
ucTovas xonof, — 3aBTpa Oyny B Aecsth. Hazmeroch, Thl He 0OMaHelb M MPUBEICIIh MO0 UMIlepa-
Tpully. OCTaJIbHBIX JEBHII 3allepeTh U HE BbITycKaTh. M HaumHal McKaTh cede KeHy, MOXOKYI0 Ha
3ou. TemHoBoJOCYI0.

4l He moMHMIIa, Kak JoOpaiach 10 CBOe KOMHaThl. HaBepHoe, moBessio, qBoperl ObUT IMyCT.
Jlaxxe cTpakHUKM yOpasuch oT asepeid. [locie Toro Kak MMIlepaTop OrJIACKII CBOKO BOJIO, JABOPEI
CJIOBHO BbIMep. I ynajia Ha KpoBaTb, HE pa3zeBasich. He xorenoch HM ecTh, HU CllaTh, HU €XaTb B
apXeoJIOrM4YecKril My3el, B KOTOPbIA MEHS YCUJIEHHO 3BaJIM.
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Huuero He xotenocs. Mblcu Bo3Bpalainch K MOACIYHIAaHHOMY pasroBopy. Crpaiumna 1o
APOXHU B KOJIEHKAX MPECTOsIIAast BCTpeya C HACTOSAIUM AMeiaioM. B MoeM BOOOpakeHHH OH yKe
MIPEJICTABIISIICS MOHCTPOM He JIyullle TeX, KOTOPBIX 51 BUjiela Ha KapTUHKaX.
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I'nasa 7

Bbaym npuren 6e3 gecsat MUHYT JecsATh. K ToMy BpeMeHu s Oblla ofieTa, IpUuyecaHa v ouTH
criokoiiHa. ['OpHUYHAS M KaMepHCTKa Ha YAMBJIEHUE TOOE3HO M YBaKUTEIbHO CeOsl BEJH, CIIOBHO
yXke Bce 3HaJIM. beccoHHast HOUb He JIy4IuM 00pa3oM OTpasuiack Kpyramu Moj Ia3amu 1 OeIHbIM
NOTYXIIMM BUJIOM. HO MHE mpoCTUTEeNIbHO — BUYEpa MMIIEpaTop Ha3Basl MeHs HeBecTo. Jlobast Obl
JEBYIIKa HEpPBHUYAIA.

Nmneparop, TouHee, €ro NpeeMHUK, BCTPETWII B Kopugope. OH BBIIIAZEN HE JIydlle MEeH,
YCTaBIIMM U OCYHYBLIMMCS.

— Hob6poe yTpo, 6apoHecca, — Makc KOPOTKO MOKJIOHHJICS, — ThI CBOOOEH, BiyMm.

I'Bapaeen menkHyn carnoraMu U ynanuics. Msl octayich onHu. MonmyaHue 3aTaruBajiocs. 5
BOIPOIIAIOIE CMOTPEJa Ha KPacHUBOTIO, MPUTArAaTEIbHOIO BO BCEX CMBICIAX MYXKUHMHY, IIyCTb 3TO
ObLIO M HEBEXJIMBO. A OH CTapaTesIbHO OTBOAMII B3I, Bee-Taku Kakoe Mopa3uTesIbHOE CXOICTBO.
OH TOYHO POACTBEHHMK AMejiaa, BOSMOXKHO, Jaxe OMM3Kkui. B Takux Borpocax 51 He ommoach.

— 41 nomxeH cka3arh OUEHb BaXKHYIO Belllb, OapoHecca, — HAKOHel] Mpou3Hec Makc cJaBIeHHO, —
OHA YOUBUT BacC, Jaxe HIOKUPYET.

— 51 BHMMarenbHO caymiao, Bame MMneparopckoe BenmuectBo. — Mo rosoc 1axe He Jpor-
HyJ1. KTO MOAroTOB/IEH — TOT BOOPYXEH.

MyXuMHa e[1Ba 3aMETHO CKPUBUJICS, CJIOBHO MOM CJIOBA €TI0 3a/IEH.

— 41 He ummeparop, — cka3an oH. Kak e TpyqHO M300pa3uTh YAMBJIEHUE, HO 51 CIPABUJIACK.
Mou GpoBHU B3/IeTENM BBEPX, s NPUKpPbUIA POT JIAJIOMIKON, MPUIIIYIIas UCITyTaHHOE BOCKJIMIIAHUE.
Becp Moit 001K BbIpaxas 6e3MepHOe yAUBIICHUE U IIOK.

— ¢1 ero cBOHBIN Opar 1o OTILY, GacTapy MPOILIOro UMIEepaTopa, — Mpogokain Makc, cMOTpst
Ha MeHs1. Ero CriokoiHbI HEBO3MYTHMBII BI]] HE CMOT MeHsI 0OMaHyTh. B riyOuHe r1a3 npurannach
O0JIb.

— Ckomnbko Bam Jier?

— JIBaauath NTh.

3HauuT, Mol poBecHUK. S Tak u mymana. OH BBIVIAOUT CIMILKOM MOJIOAO ISl TPUALIATH.

— Ho rae xe Hacroanmii umneparop? — HasepHoe, 3T0T BOIpoc NEpBBIM A0JIKHA 3a4aTh HUYETO
HE N10J03pEBAoIas JEBYIIKA.

— Ceitvac Bbl ¢ HIM BCTpPETHTECh, OapoHecca, — ¢ TPYAOM BBITAJIKMBAs CIIOBA, Mpou3Hec Makc.

[TycTb 51 He MOOKIIA ITOTO YeIOBeKa, HO 32 YeThIpe JHS OH YCIIeN 3aBOeBaTh Moe yBakeHue. 1
MBI €I11e€ TIOCMOTPUM, KaK MOMIET pa3roBOp C HACTOSIIIIMM BEIMYECTBOM. Sl yke 3a0YHO BO3HEHABU-
aena ero. Eciv oH 3aX0Tes co MHOUM ITOTOBOPUTD, 3HAUUT, OT MOETO PEIIEHUS TOKE YTO-TO 3aBUCHT,
MeHs1 OyIyT yroBapuBaTh, yoexkaarh. .. He moramur e oH MeHs B CBOE JIOTOBO HACHJILHO?

— Crnenyiite 3a MHOW. — Makc npoiues MUMO JBepy KaOMHeTa M HAllPaBWJICS HA JIECTHULLY.
3HauuT, TaM, Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, ecTb 1Bepb? S Buepa ee He 3ameTnna. «HeynusurensHo, — nmogymasna
51, IOMHUMAsICh TIO0 CTYIIEHbKaM, yIepKuBasi PyKOW MOJOJ TUIaThs, — Thl HE yBUENA Obl Jaxke CTajo
OBIKOB, IPOOETAIOLIMX Tepe]l TBOMM HOCOM».

JIBepb Bce-Taku Obuta. OgHOCTBOpUATasi, TEeMHasi, XOPOILIO 3aMacKMpPOBaHHAs 3a MOPThEPOH.
[IlarxyB Ha 6aJKoH ciietoM 3a MakcoM, 51 HeyKJTIoKe CIIOTKHYJach. Kak Obl 51 HM OblIa MOATOTOBJICHA
K YBUJIEHHOMY, KapTuHa, NpeJCcTaBllas Nepeao MHOM, 3acTaBWila MOpaxeHHO axHyTb. Hakower s
YBHJEJIA TO, YTO TaK TIIATEJILHO CKPBIBAIA OTO BCEX.

TkaHb, 3aKpbIBaONIAsl CTEHY, OblJIa OTOABHHYTA B CTOPOHY. B IiTyOMHE 4epHOro HyTpa CKaJbl
TaWlach pBaHas BEpPTUKaJIbHAsl TPEIIMHA. Y3Kas, LIMPUHOM He Oosee ABYX MeTpoB. Pa3phiB ObL1
CJIOBHO 3aTsIHYT MPO3payHOi IUIEHKOH. AHOManMs, Win ee yTo. Bo3ayx mocrosiHHO konedascs,
ApoXkall, UCKaxas (pUrypy Toro, KTo HaXOAWJICS Ha TOM cTopoHe. U ImycTh 1 He COBCEM YETKO BUAEA
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CTOSIIIIETO MYKUMHY, 51 y3HasIa ero cpasy. Jla, 3To oH, HacTosiuii Anpuan Amenan YeTslpHaIaThIi,
Halll UMIIEpaTop.

Kaxo#t xe criibHOM J0JKHA OBITh KPOBb, YTOOBI Uepe3 COTHH JIET NMPOHECTH HEN3MEHHBIMU
YepThl JIUIA U Jaske B3rsia? Tsokenblid, onacHbIid, MPUrHOAIONINN K 3eMIIE.

B 310 MrHOBeHbe s1, HaBepHOE, TOKHA OblTa BCIUIECHYTh PyKaMu, 3a0paTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, 3aKa-
TUTh UCTEPUKY, HO 51 BAPYr oOpena HeBUIaHHOE criokoicTBre. C3aau MeHs, OYTH BIUIOTHYIO K
cruHe, cTos1 Make. { uyBcTBOBaJIa €ro NoAJepKKy. 3101 U CTPAIIHBIA UMIIEPATOP TaM OAMH, a Mbl
31ech BABoeM. U HUKTO He cMOKeT yOequTh MeHs IIepelTH Ha ero CTOPOHY.

— INo3BonbTe pencraButh Bam, GapoHecca, Ero Mmneparopckoe BenmuectBo Anpuan Yetsip-
HaJaThlil, — OTCTPaHEHHO Ipou3Hec Makc, — npucaxuBanTech. — OH yKa3ajl Ha OQUHOKOE KPecio,
PacMoNOXeHHOE HAPOTHB MPOeMa, U J00aBUJI, TOHU3UB ToJioc: — § Oymy psaoMm.

Kak Tosnbko s cena, My)X4lMHa, HAXOASIIUICS 10 Ty CTOPOHY, IIATHYJ BIIepe/l, BhIAIs HAPYKY.
Sl M'HCTMHKTHBHO OTIIATHYJIACh HAa3aj, YNUpasch B CUHKY. [loueMy s aymaina, 4To OH HE CMOXET
nepemarnyTh Oaprep? HanBHast.

Mmnepatop BHUMATEIHHO U O€39MOIMOHAIBHO PACCMATPUBAI MEHS, CKOJIb3sI TSKEJIBIM B3IJIs-
JIOM TIO JIMIYY, TUleyaM, rpyau. MHe XOTesloch MPUKPHIThCS, a JIydllle BCKOYUTh U COeXaTh B KPBUIO
HeBecT. Kak MUHMMYyM. A Kak MakCMMyM CECTb B KAPETY M HECTUCh BO BECH OIOP JOMOM, Ha 10T, TIOJL
KPBLIO K POIUTENSAM, KaK MaJIEHbKOI UCITyTaHHOW JEBOUKE.

Sl nonaBmIIa HEBOJILHYIO IPOKb U BHIIPSIMUJIACH, CTApasich HE MOKa3blBaTh cTpaxa. iMneparop
JeVCTBUTENILHO ObLT TOYHOM KOMHEN CBOEro IPEeBHEro MpejKa W OvYeHb MOX0k Ha MakcuMuinaHa.
Takoi e BBICOKHI, TEMHOBOJIOCHIH, IIIMPOKOIJICUHI, KPACUBBI TOW rpyOOBAaTON MYKCKOW Kpaco-
TOM, KOTOpasi OCOOCHHO MpuBJieKaeT xeHImH. Ho ecmm Maxkc pacronaran k cebe apyxemoouem,
obastHuEM, OIaropoJCTBOM, TO B TOM UeJIOBEKE 3TU KayecTBa OTCYTCTBOBAJIM Harpoub. Ero riasa
BHyIIaMM cTpax. OHU ObUIM He Kapue C TEeIUIbIM IIOKOJIAaAHBIM OTTEHKOM, Kak y Opara, a TeMHBbIE,
Kak MpeArpo30Boe He00. XOoTesoch CIpATaThCs OT ero XUIHoro Birsaaa. U ga. 51 yBepeHa — 1o oH
CMOTpEJ Ha MEH$ BCE 3TH JHHU.

— Haxownen 51 yBuzesncst ¢ BaMu BOOUHIO, OapoHecca, — X pUIUIBI HU3KUI TOJIOC pa3ajics HaJao
MHOM. S moexunack. — Thl MOXeIIb uATA, Makc, s caM MoroBopIo ¢ Jjieau 30u.

S ucryraHHO OoOepHyJach U MOCMOTpeNia Ha TMOJACTAaBHOTO MMIIEPATOpa, CTOSIIEro 3a MOUM
KpecsioM. OH BbIIVIsIAE] PaCTEPSHHBIM U SIBHO HE XOTEJ YXOAUTb.

— Wnu, — ¢ Ha)xuMoM noBTOpu AMezaal, — 3TO MpUKas.

Bomme6noe cnoBo. Makc mociymiHo miarayin K asepu. $1 3akycuia ryOy. VBB, Terepb XOTs
Obl TIOHSITHO, YTO PACCUMTHIBATH HA €ro 3aIUTy He CTOMT. TosibKo Ha cebs. MArkocts U 100poTa —
000pOTHASI CTOPOHA HEPEIIUTETBHOCTH U CIIA00CTH.

— Jlo BCTpeuu, — YHBUIO MOKJIOHWIICS Makc, — 6apoHecca. AjipuaH.

IIBepb 3aKpbLIachk. S, HE3aMETHO BBIJOXHYB, OBEPHYJIACh K mMriepatopy. Ha xkecTtkom xuui-
HOM JIMLIE 3aCThIJIa UPOHUYHAS YXMBLIKA.

— Bei Bii0Gs1€HBI B Hero? — Bornpoc 3actait MeHs Bpaciuiox. f nake He ycnesna Hu4ero cooopa-
3UTh, KaK UMIIEPATOP C HEBEPOATHOW MPOHULIATEILHOCTBIO CaM € M OTBETHUIL:

— He Bimio6menb1, 310 X0poI10. X0Th ¥ He BaXHO.

Sl ynuBIIeHHO MOprHYJia. A OH yMeH, 3T0 pajayeT. Bce-Taku 10roBOpUTHCS C yMHBIM Y€I0BEKOM
MpoIle, YeM C IIyMLoM. AipuaH OTOIIes Ha3ald, 3a TUICHKY, ycesics B KPecio, CTosiIee B IIyOuHe,
Y TIPOU3HEC!

— Ham nipezicronT BakHbIM pasroBop, OapoHecca. f He MOTy JOJITO HAXOAUThCS Ha Ballleld CTO-
pOHe, To3TOMY Oy/IeM TOBOPUTH TaK, yepe3 Oapbep.

He 3Has1, kak pearupoBarh 1 Kak ceOst BECTH, 51 mpomoiryasia. Momanue — 3051010. Tak moduia
TOBOPUTH MOs1 Oalbymika, 1 Obula mpaBa. B moObIX ciyyasx, Korjaa Tebe CTpaIiHo, KOoraa Brepeau
HEU3BECTHOCTb M MPAaK, KOrJja TBOE HEOCTOPOXKHOE CJIOBO MOXET MPUBECTU K Oefie, — IMPOCTO MOTUYH
u xa4. Bce camo paspemurcs.
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—I'ne ke Bariie M3Be4HOE JOOOIBITCTBO, Jienu TokaMak ? — HACMEIILTUBO IPOU3HEC MY KUMHA. —
Heyxenu Tak ucnyraiuch, 4To oHemesnm?

— JKny, kornga Bel iepeiaere K CyTH, — OTBETHJIA XOJIOAHO, — 51 TIO-TIPEKHEMY HUYEro He TIOHU-
Malo.

U 310, K coxanenuio, ObuI0 MpaBaoi. Kycoukn moaciyiaHHOTO BYepa pa3roBopa He JTaBajiu
YeTKOW KapTHHBI. JloraJpIBaioch, YTo STOT MPOX0J 00pa30BaJICs OT KAKOrO-TO KaTaKJIM3Ma, IPOU30-
IIIE/IIIIEr0 MHOTO JieT Ha3a/l. [IoHATHO, YTO Yepe3 Hero B Halll MUP MPOHUKJIM MOHCTPHI U Pa3BsA3aJIH
BoiHy. Ho nmoueMy Hacrosumii umneparop tam, a He 31ecb? Y rnouemy s 1OJKHA BBIMTH 32 HETO
3amyx? W 9to 3HAUMT crbimamnias?

Sl mymana, 4To MOsI A€P30CTh Pa303JUT, HO MYXUHMHA JJake He oOpaTHil Ha Hee BHUMaHMS,
CJIOBHO MOH CJIOBA ISl HETO HUYETO He 3HaYalllie 3ByKH.

— Xotute pa3oOparbcsi? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICSI OH HEOpekHO. Sl Momya KMBHY/A, UMIIEPATOP
B3MAaxHYJI pyKO#, O4epurBasi yXOoasIui B TEMHOTY KOPUJOP 3a CBOEM CIIMHOW, U ITpou3Hec: — Hasep-
HOE, BBl YK€ JOTaJaJIuCh, YTO 3TO — TYHHE b Ha APYTYIO CTOPOHY KOHTUHEHTA.

Sl kuBHyna emie pas.

— Hamm y4eHble Tak ¥ He BBISICHUIU, CKOJIBKO eMy JieT. BO3MOXHO, 3TOT Mpoxof ObUT CO3AaH
ele B TO BpeMsi, KOI/la MaTepUKH COIILIHUCh, BO3MOXKHO, OH BO3HUK IOpa3io Mo3kKe U3-3a 3eMJIeTpsI-
CeHHs1, HO TOJIBKO TPHCTA JIET Ha3a[ ero oOHapykuian TBapH. Kak Obl TaM HU OBUIO, MBI 3HAEM JIMIIIb
TO, YTO KOTJJa MOM MEPBBIH MPeIoK reHepasl Buktop Amenan coOpa BOMCKO [ist IOCTEAHEN OUTBBI,
MOHCTPBI ITOYTH OITYCTOIIMJIA HAIll KOHTUHEHT. OHU C JIETKOCTBIO 3aXBaThIBAJIA KOPOJIEBCTBA OTHO 32
APYTUM, TOXUITATN KEHITMH U feTeid. [TooBuHa 3HAKOMOro BaM MUpa JI0JIToe BpeMs ObLIa MyCThI-
Heil. TonbKO Ha 10re OCTAaBAJUCH eI1Ie TIOCEICHHUS.

Hcropuio s 3Hanma. 3Hana v TO, 4TO 0 BO3HUKHOBEHHS UMIIEPUU Ha KOHTUHEHTE pacrofiara-
JIOCh MHOXECTBO KOPOJIEBCTB, KOTOPbIE TIOCTOSIHHO BPaKI0BAIM Meskay coOou. M3-3a aToro 3aBoe-
BaTeJIsIM U yIAJIOCh JIETKO MOKOPHUTH Hail Mup. He ObI0 HM HOpMAJIbHOTO PYKOBOJCTBA, HU YETKOM
OpraHU3aliy COMPOTUBIICHHUS.

— W kakue oHH, 3TH 3aBOeBaTEN?

— JKyTtkue, — mpockpexeran Amesan, — TBap, ofeThie B HempoHuraemble nocrnexu. C opy-
JKUEM, CTPEJISIONIMM U3[aJIeKa, YMEIOIIUe YATATh MBICITH.

«A OH €O BCeli CTPACThi0 HEHABUNT MX», — BCKOJIb3b MIOAyMaJia 51 U IIPOU3HEC/IA CKETITHYECKH:

— W kak e Bam mpeiok cMOTr UX MoOeIuThb, €CIIM OHU ObLTA TaKUe CHIIbHBIE?

Nmmepatop 37100HO OCKaHICS.

— Ceituac nokaxy.

§1 3auHTEepecoBaHHO MojaNach BIepe, CTapasich He MPOIYCTUTh HU eAUHOro cnoBa. Hakoner
MBI JOOpaJICh IO CaMOro MHTepecHoro. MiMmeparop BCTal, OMAThH IIArHys1 4yepe3 Oapbep, OCTaHO-
BUJICSl Y MOETO Kpeciia, BBHITALI U3 KapMaHa YTO-TO MaJleHbKoe. To JIi KamelleK, TO JIU KPUCTaILT,
Y TIPUCTaBUJI K CBOEH TOJIOBE.

«BpI MeHs cibimTe, 6apoHecca?» — pazaaincs 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC BHYTPH. $1 mopaskeHHO ycTa-
BWIach Ha Amenaa. TOT XUTpO YCMEXHYJICS.

— Ho kak?!

— C nomoripio 31oro. — MimmepaTtop packpsul J1aoHb. [la, 3T0 ObLT KPUCTAILI, TPS3HO-KEITOrO
[[BETA, MyTHBI, HEMHOTO NMPUILTIOCHYTHIN. — [TpucTaBisiere ero K BUCKY U MOXKeTe OOIIaThCs ¢ KeM
YTOHO.

— A g mory orBevarb Bam?

— Moxerte, — cornacuscs UMIepaTop CHUCXOUTEIBHO, C YJIBIOKOW paccMaTpuBasi MOE BCITBIX-
HYBIIIEe OT MOTPSICEHUsI JIUIO, — HO TOJBKO KOrJa KaMeHb MPUJIOKeH K Moel rosose. HemHoro
HEYI0O0HO, — JT00ABWIJI OH, — TaK KaK KaMeHb Bcero oguH. Bor korma ux Oyaer mHoro... — OH Ha
MTHOBEHbE TIPUKPBLT I71a3a, CJIOBHO B 9KcTaze. — [lonpoOyiite.

Wmmnepatop onsith Mpukal KaMeHb K BUCKY.
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«[ouemy 11s 0OIIEHNS BaM HYXEeH KaMeHb, & MHE HET?» — sl MBICJIEHHO 3a/1aJ1a BOIIpoc. Myx-
YMHA HAXMYPUJICS, Ha JIMIO Habexasa TeHb.

— A BBl yMeeTe 3a71aBaTh BaXXHBIE BOIIPOCHI, — CKBO3b 3yObl IPOCKpeskeTaa oH. Momya cyHyn
KaMeHb B KapMaH UM HApaBWIICS K CBOEMY KpECJy Ha TOW CTOpPOHE. Ycelicsl M Hayall HEpBHO NOCTY-
KHMBaTh NAJIbLEM TIO TOJIOKOTHHKY.

Sl coKOWHO M YMHHO cujiena, kaajia OTBeTa, HO BHYTpH OymieBasia Hactosimas Oyps. [Tocne
ero CJIOB 51 C TPYJOM CIHEepKUBaIach, YTOObl HE BCKOUMTDb U HE Ha4YaTh Oerath Mo OAJTKOHY OT mepe-
TIOJTHSBIIMX SMOIMK. §I Mory mbicieHHO odmartkes! f He conuia ¢ yma. Y rojoc B Moeii TooBe ObLT
rosiocoM Ero Nmnieparopckoro Bennuectsa. Ho kak? § nmelo oTHOIIIEHHE K UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY POty ?
W aro-to apyroe? Iouemy Amenan nepexoqu Ha MO0 CTOPOHY, YTOObI 3aroBopuTh? KameHnb He
padoraet yepe3 Gapbep?

— Panbiie pon AMenanoB Toxe yMes CIbIIIATh M pa3roBapuBaTh 0e3 KaMHs, — HEXOTs Havyas
TOBOPUTD OH, MPEPBaJl MOU BHYTPEHHUE METaHHsI, — HO HEIABHO 3Ta CIIOCOOHOCTH Mpornasa.

— [ouemy?

— VBB, HE 3HAI0, — IOXaJI OH IUleYaMu. Sl YyBCTBOBasa, YTO UMIIEPATOpP HEJOTOBAPUBAET, HO
HE MOIJIa TIOHSATh, uTO. TeMHO-cepble Ia3a Bhpakaiu aOCOMOTHYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh, M €CJI OH BpaJ
MHE, TO YOeK/IeHHO ¥ HEBO3MYTHUMO.

— ITouemy Torza y MeHs1 COXpaHHUJIACh 3Ta CIIOCOOHOCTH?

— IToTroMy YTO THI MO¥ JIQILHUN POJCTBEHHUK, a B KEHIIMHAX 3Ta CMIOCOOHOCTH MPOSIBIISAETCS
yare, 4eM y MyX4HH.

Buns Mol ckenTUuecKuil BUJ, UMIIEpaToOp MOSCHUIL:

— Mowu nipesky ObUTM OYEHb... CKAXEM TaK, JIIOOBEOOWIbHBI, Y MOETO Aeja, Mpajeqa U Tak
najee, ObUIO MHOTO JIIOOOBHMII, U KaK ClieACTBUE, OactapioB. [Lmoc nepBeiii Amenas, BOs JajieKo
OT JKE€HBbI, TOXE, CKOpee BCEro, He ObLJT MOHAXOM, — MMITEpaTOp TIIATEILHO OAOMPAJ CJIOBA, — Y HETO
MOTIJI OCTaThCs MOTOMKHU. Thl OJHA U3 HUX.

Bce ouenn crpanHo. IIpomiio Tpucra Jyietr, Oonee YeThIpHAIIATH — MMATHAALUATA TTOKOJICHHH,
KPOBb JIOJKHA OblIa pa30aBUThCS HACTOJIBKO, UYTO AABHO HE OCTAJIOCh Obl HUKAKHUX CJIEHIOB OT CIIO-
COOHOCTH MMIIepaTopcKoi ceMbr. [1II0C HM MOM pOAMTENN, HA 5 Jaxe OJM3KO He ObLTN BHEIIHE
noxoxu Ha AmezanoB. C Apyroi CTOpPOHBI, IMIIEPATOp CKa3all, YTO B JKEHIIMHAX 3Ta CIIOCOOHOCTh
MPOSIBIISIETCSI CUJTbHEE.

— 3HauuT, BCe 3T OTOOPBI HEBECT, AJISIIMECS MO ECATh JIET, OPraHU3yIOT ISl TOTO, YTOOBI
HaWTH «CJIpIIIAITy0»? — yTouHuIa 5. imneparop KuBHYJI. — A Kak Bbl IpoBepsieTe MyKYUH?

— Bce BocemMHaniaTuiieTHIE IOHOIIY IPOXOAAT BOSHHYIO CITYKOY U IAIOT KJIATBY UMIIEPATOPY, —
OTBETWJ AJlpUaH, — Ha IUIOLAIH, IEPE JBOPLIOM.

— Ho BBI, TakuM 00pa3zom, mpoBepsieTe JUIIb MATYI0 YacTh HACEJICHUsI, — aXHYJIa 51, — HyKHBII
YeJIOBeK CO CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU MOT POAUTHCS TIPOCTHIM KPECThSTHUHOM.

NMriepatop KMCI0 CKpUBUIICA.

— Koneuno, mor 0b1. [To3TOMY MOM NMpEKU U UCKAJIU TPUCTA JIET, C TOTO CAaMOTr0 MOMEHTa, Kak
OCHOBAJIACh UMITEPUs1. YBBI, 51 HE B CHJIaX OECKOHEUHO €3/IUTh C KAMHEM 110 KOHTHHEHTY U ITPOBEPSTh
Bcex. He Mory naneko ygansatecs OoT JBOpLA, TOYHEE, OT [TpoeMa.

Bot MBI 1 10OpaCh 1O caMOro MHTEPECHOTO. § clienuia pyKd B 3aMOK M HAXMYPUJIach.

— [Nouemy?

— [Totomy 4TO TOJBKO s OXpaHsiio Oapbep, — OTBETU AJIpUaH C MOYTH HE3aMETHON HOTKOMN
CaMOJJOBOJIbCTBA, — TOJIBKO 51 CTOI0 MEK/y TOM U 3TOW CTOPOHOM, 3alMILAI0 HAIll MUP OT TBapei. 1o
ObLIIO MepBOE MPEeICKa3aHue, KOTOpoe J1ana IaMaHKa reHepany Bukropy. «Mmmepatop ocraercst Ha
TOH cTopoHe». Ha 3Toii %usm Opaths ¥ cecTpebl, He Haceayoe TpoH. OHU U paBUJIM UMIIEPUEH OT
ero umeHu. K coxaneHuio, y MOEro oTiia OiiH 3aKOHHBIN OTIPBICK — s1. [ToaTOMy mpuiuioch BHIOpaTh
Makca. OH 0o4eHb Ha MeH$ MOXOX, HapoJl He 3aMeTWJI MOAMEHBL. [l ra3eT ero Jmua JOCTaTOYHO.
Bce ocranbHble Jal0T KJIATBY O HEpA3[JIALIEHUH.
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41 ¢ TpynoM nojaBuIia HY C TOTO, HU € CErO BAPYT BO3HUKIIIEE HEYMECTHOE COUYBCTBHE K UMIIe-
paropy. [a, Tskeno 3HaTh, YTO BCsI TBOSI JKU3Hb MOJYMHEHA JIONTY.

— MBI COTHM JIeT MCKaM «CJIBIIIAITYI0», — MPOIOIKAT OH, — HA 3ape UMIIEPHH OCHOBATEIO
u ocBodoautemo Amenany [leppomy ObUTH IPOU3HECEHBI 1B MPOPOYECTBA, — 51 3AMHTEPECOBAHHO
rojiasiach BIepel, — TOTa, B IpEBHUE BpEMeHa, ellie BEPUIM TaIaIkaMu | TpecKasarensaM. [Jukue
HPaBbl, — MOXKaJ TUIeYaMy MyX4rHa. — [lepBoe Thl ciblIania.

— W 4gto Bo Bropom?

— JIOCJIOBHO OHO 3BYYMT TakK: «,,CibllIamas® ummneparpuua COeqUHUT MUpbl». — Mneparop
HEMHOT'O TIOMOJTYaJ, MO3BOJIsIsI MHE MEepeBapUTh yCblaHnHoe. — [109ToMy NoOHMMaeI b, Kak BakHa
TBOSI pOJib B Mupe?

— Bol cumraere, uTo 3Ta MMMeparpuna — si? — Kak s HA crapasiach BBIIVISAETh HEBO3MYTHMOW,
roJioc copBasicsl Ha mocnieiHeM ciioBe. He xouy! He xody ObITh M30paHHOM, OCOOEHHOM, He3aMeHH-
Mo#! Xody ObITh MTPOCTON CKPOMHOH JieBYIIKOH. CamMoit 00BIYHOM, OOBIYHEE HEKY/a.

— 4 He cumraro. ] 3Ha10, — ¢ HETIOKOJIEOMMON YBEPEHHOCTHIO MPOM3HEC UMITEPATOP, ¥ MEHSI IPO-
Opasa Jpoxb OT ero orBera. — Moii oterl, e, mpajae] U Tak Jajiee MPOBOIMIN OECKOHEUHbIE CMOT-
PUHBI, CTapasiCh OXBATUTh BCEX XEHIIMH umriepur. [IpoBepsiin kamMHeM. «CrbIIamiyio» He Haxo-
JWJIHA, ¥ TIPUXOIMIIOCH KEHUTHCS Ha OOBIYHBIX JKeHIIMHAX. JKeHMITUCh MO3/IHO, TOITOMY JeTeld ObUIo
MaJio.

«Ckopee, neteii ObII0 MaJIO HE IOTOMY, UTO Opaky ObUTM TIO3HUMHU, — MOIyMaJia 51, — & TIOTOMY
YTO JEBYIIKH, KOMY HE OCUaCTIMBUIIOCH IPUBJIEYh BHUIMaHUEe AMe/laia, TOCKOBAIM Ha UYKOH 3emJie
BJIUTM OT poAHBIX. UTO 3a %W3Hb y HUX ObUIa? Tam, 3a rpaHbio?»

— Ho novemy Mbl CITBIIIIAM 3TUX MOHCTpOB? — §I momnbITanack B3sTh cedst B pyku. CIIOKOIHO,
3ou. Eme Hruero He perieHo. — 3HaYMT JIM 3TO, YTO TaM, HA JPYrod CTOPOHE KOHTHHEHTA, KUBYT
OIHU «CJIBIIIIALIIE» ?

— He 3Hai0, — oTpe3an umneparop, BUHO, TemMa ObliIa eMy HEeTIpUsTHA, — MOU MTPEIOK 1 BHIUTpal
BOIWHY TOJILKO TIOTOMY, YTO MOT OTCJIEKMBAaTh MPUKa3bl MX BOCHAYAIBHUKOB C TIOMOIIIBIO 3aXBavYeH-
HOT'O KaMHsI, @ TaKXe MOT caM OTJaBaTh MPUKa3bl STUM MOHCTpaM. OH 3aMaHUBAJT X B JIOBYIIKHU U
yHuutox)ail. Ckopee BCero, Ha TOM CTOPOHE HAXOIATCS 3aJIEKU ITOT0 MUHEpaJsa U y BCEX ITpaBUTENIEN
€CTh B pacropshkeHuu nmofgoOHbie KaMHU. C MX MOMOIIIBIO OHU U TIEPErOBAPUBATIUC.

Kak jxe MHOro HeIoCKa3aHHOCTH B €ro cioBax! A y MeHs CJMIIIKOM MaJio TIPEAIOoNoKeHUH,
YTOOBI BUJETh BCIO KAPTUHY IETTMKOM. MHe Obl B3SITh HECKOJIBKO JHEW [uist o0qymbiBanus. Ho Kto
e MHe uX JacT? § BIKY, KaKUM aJT9HBIM OJIECKOM TOpST I71a3a uMrieparopa. [lait emy BoJIo, OH Obl
MOTAIIMI MEHSI K aJITapio UCTIONHSATH TPOPOUYECTBO CETOIHS Ke.

Jla v He BepIo 51 KAKMM-TO TaM MpeAcKa3aHusIM. B Hallry MpOBUHIIMIO JIET MSITh Ha3a/l Ipuexaia
3HAMEHHTAsI rafiajika ¥ OCTajIach )KUTh B COCEIHEM C HaMU ropojike. Ee Ha3biBau BeAbMO¥, TIPOKJIU-
HaJIM U OOSUTMCh, HO TEM He MeHee PeryysipHO Oeraiy y3Hath cyap0y. Y AeBYIIKY, U MApHU, U IaXKe
KOPOJIb TIOChLTAN K Hell cmyr. Most Mutaimas cecTpa Toxke Xoquia. 3Bajia ¢ coOoM, HO sl 0TKa3asach,
3asiBUB, YTO IIIapJlaTaHaM HUKOI/A He Bepuia. MiibMe Haramamu, 9to CKOpO OHa BCTPETUT MpeKpac-
HOT'O MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa U BIIOOUTCs 0e3 mamsATu. Tot Oynmer kpacuB u Oorar. Yepes mecsI| cecT-
peHKa Ha Gary mo3HakommIach ¢ AnbBepecom Puaro.

OH 6bu1... Hacuet kpacoTsl — 13, JOBOJIBHO CMA3/IMB, a BOT UTO /10 OoratcTBa. .. Hy, HaBepHOe,
KOTJ]a OHU MOXEHSTCS, OOraThiM OH CTaHEeT, TAK KakK Mara noo0era OTAaTh B BUIE IPUIAHOTO Mpa-
MOPHBIN Kapbep. Tak 4To CBOM MpeACKa3aHusl JeJaeM Mbl CaMH, 3TO TOYHO.

Ho He crany *e 51 IeTUThCSI CBOMMHU COMHEHUSIMU ¢ umrnepatopom? OCOOEHHO ¢ TaKUM Ipo3-
HBIM.

— 3ou, BBl 00s13aHBl POOUTH MHE MUHUMYM JIBYX JETeH, a Jiydie Oonbine. — 5 orenoMaeHHo
ycraBuiach Ha Ero BemmuectBo. Obs13ana??? Her, s1 He mpoTHB [eTeid, TOTOBA J1a)ke Ha TPOUX-YeT-
BEPBIX, HO JIIOObIE MPUHYKAECHHS 3ByYaT Kak BbI30B. Ponuteny, 3Hast MOH XapakTep, HUKOTja He 103~
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BOJISUIM B CBOMX IIPOCK0AX HU CJIOBA «JIOJKHA», HU TeM Oojiee «o0s13aHa». § yke ObUIO OTKpbLUIA POT,
YTOOBI BOBMYTHUTBCS, HO, YBUJEB KPHBYIO HACMEIIUIMBYIO YIIBIOKY, CIepkKasach.

Moii raeB ero ckopee 3a0aBisii, 4eM 311, He JokaaBIIUCh OT MEHsS CJIOBECHOHM peakIvy,
AJpuaH IpOIOIKAI:

— 4l Hamen Bac, BTopast 4acTh IPOPOYECTBA UCTIONHUTCS, Mbl HAKOHEIT paclipaBUMCSI C TBAPSMU
Y 3aBOI0EM KOHTHUHEHT, — C YOEKIeHHOCTBIO, FpaHUJaliei ¢ (paHaTU3MOM, ITPOU3HEC OH.

— Ho... — 4 "e 3Hana, 4ro orBETUTH. [ OBOPUTH, UTO IPOPOUYECTBO HE MPO MEHs, — IIyno. A
JENCTBUTENIHHO CIIbIIIAa UMIIEPATOPCKUiA Tooc B rosioBe. YUTo eme mpuaymarb, yToObl N30eKaTh
CBaJbObI C ITH KYTKUM UEJIOBEKOM ?

— Jl1o6BM ¢ TIepBOro B3MIsAAa HE CIyurioch? — immnepartop u3Bonut mytuth? — Huvero crpar-
HOro. Y Hac Oy/ieT MHOTO BpeMEHH, YTOOBI y3HATh JIPYT Apyra onvxke. Best sku3Hb.

— Ectb 1 apyrue criocoOwl... — Moit ApoXkaIiuii ToJI0c KaJoOHO 3aape0de3kan U coOpBajcs.
[Mouemy s Bemy cebs1, Kak UCITyraHHbIA peOeHOK ? CTaio CTBIIHO 3a CBOH CTpax.

— Her, — oTpe3an MmyxunHa, — Mbl TPUCTA JIET XOAUM I10 TOHKOMY JIe3BHIO. PaHbllle nepBeHiieB
Oepery Kak 3eHHIly OKa, OHH XKWJIM 37eCh, BO ABOPIIE, TIOKA HE YMHUpaJ UX npegok Tam. Ceitvac xe
1 octavicsi onuH. CIyduch 4To-HUOYAb CO MHOM, M Halll MUP OyzeT oOpeyeH. .. 3eMIIeTpsCeHre WK
HaraJieHMe MOHCTPOB. §I Mory 3a00J1eTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. — B riyOuHe qymy s moHuMasa, 9to OH
MpaB, HO TaK HE XOTEJIOCh MTPU3HABATH ITO.

— BbI MOeTe B30pBaTh TOHHEb U HABCET/IA 3aKPHITh IMPOXOJI, — HE CIIMIIIKOM XOpoliee Tpe-
JIO’KeHHe, HO Jpyrux He Obi1o. Mimmeparop capkacTueckd XMBIKHYI, CKPUBHB TOHKHUE T'YOBI.

— A ecnu TBapu HAMIYT APYTYIO JiazeKy? Mbl Kaxk bl MUT OylieM K1aTh HamaaeHusi? — Apry-
MEeHT ObUT BECKUM, JaXe CIUIIKOM. — VICTIOJTHUM IpopovecTBo, 1 Oosiee He Oy/eT HUKaKUX MPUYUH
TaK kuTh. He OyaeT HermoMepHbIX HAJIOTOB. — $1 yIMBIIEHHO pacnaxHyia riasa. Mimmepartop nosicHu: —
A BBI Iymaerte, Kyaa uayt aeHsru? Ha BoopyxkeHue, Ha apMUI0, KOTOPYIO HaM MPUXOAUTCS JepKaTh
Ha BCsAKUM ciyyvait. U 3nech, u Tam.

A oH ymeert yOexaaTh. M Tak TOHKO 4yBCTBYeT HacTpoeHue. CiyJaiiHO MbIC/IM He uuTaet? 5
MO/I03PUTEIIBHO YCTABUJIACh HA YMHOE CKYJIACTOE JIULIO.

— IIpencraBbre, CKOJBKO BCETO MBI CMOKEM CHEaTh IS UMIIEPUH, €CITU UCTIOJTHAM popoye-
cTBO. MBI 3aXBaTUM BTOPYIO YaCTh IUIAHETHI, HAKOHEI HACTYIUT MUp. Wi BBI elrie TpUcTa JIeT XOTuTe
KUTh B HanpskeHuM ? Kaxaplil IeHb oxkujgas ataku?

«Hy, 51 BpsiZ1 11 IPOXMBY TPUCTA JIET», — XOTeJIa CKa3aTh 51, HO B [IOCJIEJHUII MOMEHT IPUKYyCHJIa
s13bIK. TpycimBble HeyOeIUTeIbHbIE OTTOBOPKH, YHU3UTEbHbIC [IIsl B3POCIION, YMY/APEHHOH OIBITOM
IEBYIIKH, Kakoi s1 cautana ceOs. Jonr npessiiie Bcero? Ho Benp ere MoxkHO ToproBathesi! He 3Hato
1oveMy, HO UMIIepaTopy OYeHb HY)KHO MOE COTJIacHe.

S MbIcTIeHHO yXMBLIBHYJIACh. [Jepxurecs, Bame MMneparopckoe Bennvectso.

— To ecTb BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO KOTJA 51 CTaHY MMIIepaTpuIlel, To Oyly KUTh Ha TOU CTO-
POHE Tpsi/ibl, B CTpaHe MOHCTPOB, B XOJIOHOM 3aMKe Ha OCaJHOM IOJIOKEHUU, C MUHIMYMOM CITyT,
OJIVH Ha OJJVIH C HE3HAKOMBIM YeJIOBEKOM, 0e3 Jpy3eil ¥ pOAHBIX? — MOE BO3MYILIEHHE OBbUIO TOYTH
WCKpeHHUM. — HeyquBUTEIbHO, YTO BalllM KEHIIMHBI YaXHYT OT TOcKU. KTo B 3paBoM yme cora-
CUTCS Ha 3TO?

Ero Nmnepatopckoe BenmnyecTBo HacMelTMBO yiibiOHY/CS. KOHEYHO, OH ropas/io omnbiTHEE U
C JIETKOCTBIO PACKYCHJI MOU HE CJIMIIIKOM MICKYCHBIE YJIOBKH.

— Yero Bbl X0TUTE? — pa3aajics 0OMaHUYMBO CIIOKOMHBIN TOJIOC.

— V3Hartb Bac Onuke, — MPOU3HECHA sI, HEPBHO CKMUMasl JIAIOHH, — MOXHO OTJIOKHUTDb CBAbOY
Ha Mecs-1Ba? YCTPOUTh ITUTEbHYIO TTIOMOJIBKY ?

— Her, — kateropnuHo pHIKHYJA MMIIEPATOpP, — MPOPOUYECTBO TOIKHO OBITH MCIOMHEHO Kak
MOHO ckopee. S 1 Tak 1oiro xaa.

— Torpma xoTs1 Obl gaiiTe BpeMs MPUBLIKHYTh K BaM M HE Cpasy. .. — 5 3alHY/Iach ¥ OKpacHeJa.
VimniepaTop NOHUMAIOIIE YXMBLTbHYJICS.
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— CKoJbKO BpeMeHH Bbl XOTUTe? — 1 Ha MTHOBEHbE 33/1yMaJlach.

— INonrona.

— Mecsi, — oTpe3as uMIiepaTop, — st MOTY B3sTh Bac cpasy, HO He Oyay 3Toro aenars. Buaure,
CO MHOHM MOKHO JI0TOBOPUTbBCS.

XOTb 4TO-TO BHITOproBaja... Ilycts MasieHbKasi, HO moodena.

— Hapetoch Ha Barie 61aropofcTBo, — MpoOU3HECHa s, BcTaBasi. — Mory s1 yBUZIETbCS C pofIUTe-
JISIMU TIepe]] OThe30M?

Nmmnepatop pacxoxoTascs. X0 IYJIKO OTPa3sWIoch OT TEMHOTO TMIIYOOKOro KOPHUIOpa 3a ero
CIIMHOM, B THICSAYY Pa3 MOBTOPsisl €r0 cMeX. BbljIo Tak kKyTKO, YTO 5 OEKUIIACh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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